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Regulating schoolfee

Delhi frames Bill to counter profiteering

FFORDABLE and quality education for all —
. that's a key goal of the National Education
. Policy, 2020. A big roadblock on this ambitious
T, path is the economic exploitation of parents
by many private schools that are salely or pri-
marily driven by the profit motive. The lack of adequate
checks and halances has fuelled rampant commercialisa-
tion in the education sector. In a welcome maove, the Del-
hi Cabinethas approved a Bill to regulate fee in all schools
ins the national capital, prescribing fines up to Rs 101akh
for any hike without proper approval The Bill, likely tobe
tabled in the Assembly soon, proposes the formation of
committees at the school, distriet and state levels, These
panelswill exarnine fee hike proposals by school manage-
ments mn a transparent and time-bound manner The
chjective1s 1o protect hapless parents from arbitrary deci-
sions that reek of sheer extortion — a take-it-or-leaveit
scenano in which the school authorities hold all the aces.
Several states, including Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Tarnil Nadu, have their own legislation to repulate the
fee structure of schools. However, state governments
have repeatedly found themselves embroiled in court
battlés over this matter. In 2021, the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutional validity of the Rajasthan
Schools (Regulation of Fees) Act, 2016, confirming the
state’s right to prevent profiteering in education, Recent
protests by aggrieved parents have prompted the BIP
government in Delhi to come up with aregulatory Bill,
The legislation has tried to incorporate clear-cut
enforcement provisions so as to minimise disputes
between educational institutions and Bovemments, Pri-
vate schoals often justify fee hike on the grounds of pro-
viding better facilities to students and higher salaries to
teachers, However, most of them ave reluctant to disclose
details of income and expenditure. Such opacity leaves
parents ill-informed and makes them more vulnerable tg
being milked dry. Itis hoped that robust legal safeguards
will deter schools from treating education as o cash oW
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Nawgatmglﬂ' dream

AT O A,
LEKHA ROY
ACADEMIC AND WRITER

TEENAGER studying for 12-
14 hours a day at a coaching
% centre hopes to get into the
% best engineering college and
#..land a job in a multinational
nnmpml:.r The sheer joy of getting into an
IIT makes all the hard work worth it The
well-oiled machine, perfect in caleulations,
18 now well on its way to success. Yet, even
before the sheen wears off, the machine
slarts stuttering, struggling to cope with
falling grades and a wearying knowledge
of a growing burden. The setting up of a
national task force by the Supreme Court

in March to investigate the suicides is a

recognition of the pressures that students
face as they fight to stay in the race.

Stepping into the competitive world
reveals the baggage of every student — a
huge financial and emotional investment
that builds on the dream of a powerful
future. However, while admission toan [T is
zeen s & sure ticket to success, what the stu-
dent faces, once in, 18 2 nicrocosm not very
different from the world outside. While aceu-
sations of casteism, language barriers and
social isolation hurk in most corridors, a life
snuffied out after months of silent cries for
help reflects the effect of the aspirational bur-
den on crifical thinking and basic life skills,
The result?! Committess that highlight indi-
wvidual mental health problems while giving
1 clean chit to the structure that fails to iden-
tify such problems in the first place.

Many ITTs have a psychiatrist and a coun-
cellor who advise students, but the grades
donot reflect the development needed, The
recent suicide by a BTech student at IIF
Ropar highlights the plight of students who

Eive in to the pressures,

Statistics reveal that most students who
opted out of life belonged to marginalized
sections of society and failed to achieve
erades that would attract the best in the cor-
parate warld: Itwould generally leave wou
with a huge debt and the social ostracization
of being at the bottom would mean that you
were no longer pannfﬂue elite.

What is worrisome is the lack of support.
An RTI filed by Dheeraj Singh, founder of
the Global ITT Alumni Support Group, in
2023 revealed that more than 115 students
had died by suicide in ITTs since 2005,

What leads to students taking the extreme
step? I8 it more a ery for help than a genuine
desire to give up? However, suicide is ustial-
ly a spontanecus action, which many regret,
albeit too late. "I hope my life is saved,” the
student admitted to the PGIMER, Chandi-
garh, whispered in his final days.

Struggling alone becomes a causal factor
to obfuscate rational decision-making, It is
critical to identify the problem at this stage.

While the JEE Mains is now conducted in
13 languages, once the student is admitted to
BTech, he is expected to be on a par with his
peers fluent in English. A general linguage
course rarely helps a student for whom the
extra year of study iz also a burden in terms
of oppartunity cost. A few private universi-
ties doinvest in a language trainer, However,
lack of ernpathy for students an the margins |
makes the "reserved category” a pejorative
identity marker

Another factor is individual resilience,
For most students, engineering is a ticket
for social mobility. It is the vulnerable few
who need help. Academic pressure is
compounded by expectations, and the
inherent hierarchy that marks eolleges in
India can erush the softer spirit. Mental
health surveys would identify dangers,

Is the performance tracked of candidates
who took the exam in native languages? Is
there equity in placements? Should there
be a minimum grade in English for admis-
cions? How far does the system build
resilience? The government must consider
{hese questions. For: students are our assets,
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Disturbing trend

he just-declared Higher Secondary (HS) results with
a noticeably dwindling trend in Arts, Science and
Commerce streams have exposed some chaturbing
aspects in the way education is being imparted and
managed in the State. The concerns range from lacunae in
 beaching to periodical monitoring of performance to the lack
of teachers' training. Despite the declining pass percent-
ages mn both HSLC and HSSLC, education is being impart-
ed in the same lackadaisical, routine manner without any
thought on banging in mnovabon, While the Scence stream,
traditionally among the best-performing; recorded & pass
percentage of B4.88% — significantly lower than last year's
89.58% the Commerce stream did not fare better with
22.18% compared to A7.66% the previous vear. Humani-
ties students suffered & simlar slump; recording 81.03%
pass percentags tontparéd to last vear's 88.36%. Even the
Yocational stream tool a severe beating, plunging to 68.55%
from last year's 85.78% — the biggest slide pmong the four
Not jugt the HS results, the HSLC results, too, bud recorded
a dismal 63.98% pass percentage, a steep fall from 75,7% in
2024 and 72.69% in 2023, making it the lowest in three years,
Thus comsistent downward trend across disciplines should
naturally worry educators, parents and policvimakers alike.
But, going by the lethargy of the Education Department and
its bigwigs, it seems they are bittle hothered by the disquiet-
mg developments.

The situation, which 1& strongly indicative of poor human
resource management, warrants a réthink on the way edu-
cation i imparted and managed in the State. While we are
having the annual shows aof Grunotsav m our schools, those
are apparently not yielding much. The need is to make
thege agsesameants take stock of the perennial lacunae that
plague the learning process inour educabional nstitutions
Let there be innovative approaches, vis-d-vis teaching.
Teachers in particular have to be alert and momtor the u-
derstanding and progress of students in classrooms. Over-
reliance of students on'the internet eould also be a factor in
making classroom learning somewhat-Jess important for
many students, Such behavioural aspects, too, need to be
assessed and addressed. Teachers must also be gven 3
liberal atmosphere for imparting education and the practice
of burdening the teachers with unwarranted non-acacherc
responsibilities must be done away with immediately [t is
shocking that cur government has Filed to treat the sphere
of school education in the seridusnese it deserves. Schonol
education being the foundation of all learning, any drawback
hindering quality education stands to cause aoolossal loss of
human resources. No investment can be too high to impuove
the sphercs of school and HS education, Every aspect of
sehisol education from teachers” tranting and school inira-
structure W discipling mn campases las to be accorded top
Pty Loy bl oasl o sl educatan sector Systemic change:

&8 1 Schoolmg strecluce, tescher troiming, and student sUp-
Port meechamsens are whal we need, \4"{[{'3’ L //
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BEYDOND CLASSROOMS

Universities should defend
the global commons

They must reposition
themselves as custodians
ofshared resources such
as climate and biodiversity

MEIL TAMMER AND PALIL MEWMAN

1IN Sustxinahle Devalopment

Goal 4 spenbes of guality educasion

- one of the ey areas in the high-

ey el e Thon BECHOT 1S b moWe Towards

hodisdeeducition including susminable

development, especinlly addressng the
ofclimate change.

In 2023, counrbes signed a landmark
agreement to safepuand the high seas,
weleomed by ceean sclentsts whose
wark was used 1o babby for it, Trisa sig-
padof theincreasing role of universities
as custodians of the “global commaons™
thateneailesharedresmreessuch as ci-
mitte, peeans, and digital data. These
COMIMONS Are tmder W easing stress,
arvd experts warn that human actions
arealarmingly harming them. Through
sisch adversiny, nniversities can play a
crucial role in e 215t cemiury, Undver-
sities can and should defend the global
comeans mamy areilready doing s,

Climate change amd ooean conservas
tiom challenge maditional government
and market solations. These circum-
stances mandate that universities have
adistinctive and essentind role toplay in

i #13 And soaery At

wide petworks, and seek the commaon
goad rather than profit. Universities
train the young while looking 1o the
furure. In short, they passess the visian
and knoviledge o safeguard our global
Iredsures. o
This ethical responsibility is going
enalnstream and it is high tme Indian
universides canght up with the lead-
ing ghohal instinstions. The 5DGs rank
safepuarding global commons such
ax peeans, biodiversity, and climate
where the mackes fails, 45 & priocicy.
Urdversiries, shiebded from mmediate
presaures, can ddress nrobdems of
society i rhe lang berm, Scholars s
immenae responsibilite, when thay
ey e ats o The lunsre of neman-
jog, U INSTTGInNE s sl ap ozl
rEily Cheswroags
Llndwerssty labs chiurn sl imgporiant
research in climace science and clean
energy, and scadennics make significnnt
saniributions toche fechnscal skils that
pnderpinincernaticnal climate reports.
For example, economistsand policyian-
alysts at unnersimes have contribuled

1o the design of effective carbom pric-
ing policies to reduce emissons. Some
universities have comsmirted to sgnifi-
canthyrechscing thetr carbom emmisone.
Arizana State Universic, with 100,000
stuclemts, went carban-newralin 2009,
demonstrating thar even big instin-
rions can reduce or offset greenhouss
gas emisgions. Snadent activism had
pramgied many universities (o divest
from fossil fuels same hove made far-
mial cornsmitments to divest from coal,
oil, and gas in imestment pertiolios,
Through research projects, mstitu-
tional pledges, and public outreach,
universines are actively pardcipating
in climate rmtigation and resdience,

Conservation efforts

Baodiversity, ancther critical glibal coems-
mion, has ot escaped academia, Uni-
versities are using thedr know-how and
sometimestheir grounds to Swve species
and scosystemms. In Ecuadar, the Uni-
versidad Hemisferios has crepted avast
iodiversinyregerve in the Amazon foot-
Jdlle. There, researchers, and students
callahorate with bocal commurdties
drive conservation, actively guarding
water sources and halting llegal min-
g and deforestation. Thisisa case ofa
university openly defending part of the
ghﬂ:ﬂ]a:u}ngiﬂicmm.ldmnw}ﬂh
unheersities around the world are com-
img together for nanre. Mm:t];mﬁtll}
higher education ipstimubons In more
thin 100 cotmerses have joined the Ma-
mare Pogirive Universities netaark —a
caalison co-chadred by the LUniversity
of Onclard and UMEF that is commatted

A PEELEre ey SRS T CAMIS nnd
exchanpe icloakte inercase blodnursicy.

The seas, described as tlse workd's
largest commaons, also benefit from
ehee parzicipagion ofuniversaies. Manne
EXEITE fro varkaUs IS0 A oss
the globe have long been involved inef-
Forts co regudate the world's fsheries,
procecteoral recls, amd negonate agneds

ments refated to the high seas, Tuke
Uaiwersicy, for instance, hias an insting-
tion dedicnted o high-seas goverance,
having its faculry and stsdents acrively
irvolved in United Matons Deean fo-
rums, cifering valuable data and legal
anahysis onbow toreguiate e high seas
as the world's common heritage. The
sebentific and golicy underpinming of
the Hizh Seas Treaty (2023) has been
influenced by academic experts, thus
ensuring thatocean bipdiversty beyond
national seashas adegquate profecticns
hased on empirical evidence, Thronsgh
their contribution af expertise, theyen-
sure that ocean grvernance i under-
pinned by schentific thought and serves

interesss as much as, if not more
ehan, nadonalinteregs.

The internet makes it possibe wex-
change information around the world
ar high spesd, but this openness must
b deferded, and universites arein the
Lesi. Mot scholars believe therlmoned-
edge should be a public good, nat e be
dended by . Univerzities have
alse been at the forefront of the open
science and education movemant.

If problems such as climare changs,
envirammental degradatgion, or kndawl-
edge disparites remain unresclhed,
the envirpnment in which wniversites
furction will be severely compromised.
Consequenty, universides have beth
aninstinstonal and, more imparsoty,
moral responsibility to engage in the
resclution of global issues. As cusr
dians of knowledge and sducarors of
funare generations, they have & duty
1o apply their mtellernonl resources 1o
the gerviee of homankind’s common
good. For the privilege of socieral st
and support, universites are phligared
to fogter understanding and improse
quality of life—thus becaming stewards
of the global commons &2 a8 N
rension of this social campact

The case for urdversities o leadm the
gintdcwummmmﬂfpnj:mau-:md
ethical imperatives. The well-beirg of
fumire inns e the studentsin
frontafus, dependson decistonswetake
today ahout our atmosphere, 00sans,
biadeversiny, and digial commons. In._as-
suming ths role, universities are beng
prise rotheir highest calling ns beacons
af g and maral wisdoen for

fimanisy, While thechallenge i grear,
el foroe al imypact bs no beas wien the
venr ki Lilvermiiics usiice o delirud aus

comneon homee ongd Aemee, thereby
helping their respective couniTies M
achieve theset targesof the SDGs.

(Neeil fx an asstsend profersar of the
Peparoment of Politicel Science, 56
Joreph's Universiry; Pouhis Préncipo, e
Joseph's Ewering Collegeanid o profersor
o S Jaseph's University) b NP
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US Knowledge Inc
Vs Donald Trump

Highe_r education in the US isunderthreat from White House.
Andsince the threatisn’t guided by aparticularpolitical ideo-
logy—such as, say, anti-communism — liberal u niversities in
the US have a shot at taking on Donald Trumpincourt. Alegal
fight over academic independence is going to be expensive. It
makes sense for institutions to consider collective action to
defend who they can teach and hire, and what knowledge they
consider worth imparting. Fortunately for US universities,
they have hedged their bets between business and EOVETn-
ment, which allows them some leeway over autonomy But
they are not created equal across a wide field of private and
public funding. They need a common shield against the admi-
nistration’s threats of funding cuts, revocation of tax exemp-
tions and denial of research funding.

The US has a higher-education system
that works. It equips the economy with
. class-Jeading skills. The market for educa-
¢{ tonin America is competitive, drawing in
the best talent from across the globe. The
quality, and volume, of its research are ex-
traordinary, rendering the US an unassail-
able comparative advantage over the rest of the world. Such a
system needs to develop immunity to intervention that could
undermine decades of market dominance. Trumpneeds Amer-
ican universities to Make America Great Again. In case hemiss-
ed the point, its universities conferred the US its special place in
world affairs. Wrecking academia is the last thing the US needs,
never mind the number of low-skill jobs Trump forces Ameri-
can or, for that matter, Chinese companies to create stateside.

It would be interesting to see how a tacticlike collective action
plays outinan education system that celebrates capitalism. In
a way, USuniversities are defending both democracy and capi-
talism, which between them providethe best defence toacade-
mic autonomy Knowledge is, after all, a central assumption
for efficient markets and states. crimin
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Spread the

Learnin

International students have long

b the Lifetlood of elite Western
universites —academically and
financially TS universities have
eatablisheda formidable presenoce in
cnlinecertificatianand cegres
Frogrammes in the evolving glohal
facakion landscapa The ofdines
cogirses markel b valwslat aboat
£251 bin i 2024, and projected o meack
SLOG0 T by 202

toals: prestipe of s degross, and
allure ol Iniernatiornslim. Bt et
mﬂm&;ﬂﬁﬂmﬂ grapl

i-
teal windashifting

Asthese instifuticns Hghten their
i, Thee Mkl i o fod pew lear tiers,
marketsand delivery models. Howe-
wir, the real opportunity sn'tfor
ieese uraiversitbes borepemd. [ far
instifaticns in othercountries to
Lesadd i busileling a new kind of plobal
classroatn: online, collaborative,
affordalle, and deeply rooted in
technical evoelbenoe.

Top univeraltses in Indis, ncluding
1T, are its irtelleshual aseets. In
Bilioan Valley “TIT elislts pespact. In
Abu Dhsabi or Zanzibar, itsymbalses
sspiration. In Lixlia, they are shoct-
hand fivr high-quality engineering

e & shadintin Chibattigarh

Imagimeasha b g
whojoins s programuseon Aland
robotics desi gred jointly by IFT Delhi
and OEc Bengalur. A Foung Wonan
im Addis Ababa earnscertifcatian
iy s bainahle waber systenms thro-
uigh & corsse Jed b [T Roorkes acd
Dl"ﬂ-u.n'l.tay'ﬂlﬂ‘-'ﬂl'ﬁll_"lﬂl']iﬂ-
heticals, The feoulty axists. The
technpdapy exists. The demand most
gaptalnly exists, What's needed b the
will tn think beyood stos

Lol at bow Americar nivwrsibes
hawe played the gomne. Harvard and
RIFT palned forces tolaunched] a
platform hosting programmes froem.
Thia logic was i ple collabosstion
micpands reach, diversifies content
amd pocts credibilaty

Tndin's g Lmhversitiesand FTsars
wall positionsd Lodo fhe same, argu
#ly n=tien Becaus wiwre Western
platprms often price Gemselves ol

ol reach, Inidian instihaions can

nifsr something unlguely powerlil:

b phyguaality skill-besed cert ificlxn

that doesn' bl bales in be pockad,

1f p young engissar inJokartaar

Jighp can aeowss adrmoenth coling

certification fmam Indsm instiru-

tioens in ML, HE oroybersecarity for

{hecnst of afew meals af 2 restan-

g Afar

rant in San Francisco, who do you
think they |l ey

Gol has already paved the regulato-
ey ol T3S corrent cndineand
ODL open and distancs bearning
regalatory archifechime provides
Emnmmthana dircade agn fior

S e e
ALK SEH
Linifed force,

When tuultiphe IFTs and top Indiar:
universities come togelher to offor
oniine skl based certifleaton
programmes o Jegrses — delivered
inampdulas, Aesdble format snd
pricnd for thia real wordd — it changes
teglobal squagion, We're talking
about Indis emerging a5 8 wardwids
platform for high quality codine
pducstion Indsscan bufld karning
platforms thatare moeee open, groun-
ded, and far mwsore abhined Waspics-
tinnsof millions left behind,

Here's where limbng matlers
Global learners, inchoting Indian
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School’

s Out

In America

» Thegreadest brnde deficitinthe

United Stabes s ned sneakers,
smartphones, and aabomedibeg s
Inunilergraduaie and gradisie
studants, Harvard Maidis] Selassl
Eculty sember Dewvid ' Alesaarsdrn

redsal internatioral sheden s visas
Aty lhrsals af deporiabion, along
with freesing of wmiversioy prands, is
Ikely lohurd U3 unfversities, theis
smdemicartiv bes and the sconoms
Conseguenthy America's decadesald
achvantages — Qeihla Inedhtions,
recApHverseas b el and capacity
Hatiract creathes —am shifting
NSO reaETTn

Mumerons mnbvessiies sre asspan-
tingadmissions o gradiuste pro-
grammes dus s in STEM
|ML31-anu. which support
many internatonal gradusie stu-

students, ar derle, A D
N wary of i, PR A paasa e
e, b A g b
uesstable aduca- University
tinm moudes funding arsd
abwead If wecan |5 rdernational
mpatthem with o shidents’ inthe
quality-assrei L ) j Ecancmic
PEOETAITETSE — - Jowrmal; Eoono-
gronndisd i our - mile Polley
discliplinary Getthng a little tense Ut there dl‘_hl.!'nuimlhal
strenpihsand ureng the past
delbvered wirh digitad Anesss—India | Myears, thershas boon agharp risa
el become s majornode in the in the mumbes off mberrestional
international learingne vk, unckrgraduate suderds attendlng
Toagpitalisenm this cpportunity 15 pabile masarch urversities,
we mausi: eaineid g with adecline instade
B Estahlish oollaboraticn among Farellng
Indian instinutions todevelop com- Since pubilicrasearch instnations
prabensive cnline programmes thad dapended oo fill-lakepaying Greigm
rivad thosand TS urdversitles, sbdeqts tn cushion consequenoes of
p- Leverape Al for persanalised ining badpets, these trends are
learrning to crasin i lsarning: dosely cormecsed. As lcal el
platfirmmes that ¥respond menisstagrate, U5 calle pes and
s diverse pogndbive prolile and ymivessitios hnve attrached greeing
pedagogical freads. | mumbersof insernational shodents,
b= Ensare afasdahility and sceest whn fregueea iy pay Nl uthon and
bility hos broadet & comirihube subsbasiial fands to
incliding stadenis S daveloping oallepss. Inediet, thesestadents are
poonomies, catahysing expamnsion of sabsidisiegdomesticsliidents.
indin’sedusstional indluenoe. Chver three guarisss of inter-
I Prosote plete] outreach by mar natlors] studernts pay far thalr
lctinyp T lan cmline prograsmenes exfcation rosLhy o thelr oam,
insernationally highlighting their mcparding baIestitabeol Inter-
qaality afordabil iy and relavance natisad Edueation (TIE) B1% af
bo glabal karners, owereas undengrad students and ]
5o, will Irdlan Enstitutions stral- L% ol grad shudezrs fadly fund their
epically recal fhrase and assert an fuition. IF fhey declde b take thelr
anfancenpizs fstpelnt in the ghobal odtars i landlisr places, US
Yearpibng eovtamy? Thad's the peal ollepes man face financial froahle
question, (hver L mn foreign stodents—
ey 5% of all strlents — athended
TAr meier i farmer charrmon GG % universilies during A2

Imtermatipral stodents pumped
nesrly S50 ba indo the TS econamy
aruk peryrabed F18 000 iohs kst year
alome The broader may
suffer if these shadents are lost
EEVIS (Bhadent and
Wigltor Inleemation System) data
shiows a 159100 d e kn indernational
shadends hetween March 2024and
Bdared 2095, an 1% decrase, The
bigges! clanpe B the 27.0% dropod
Indiam stodants
STEM Gelds, especinlly master's
degrees b campuier science and
enginesring, have traditionally
albtracied many Indinn students, 4
huge decrease ln thelr ngmbers
explaing why bachelor's program-
mes have siayed sleady while
masier’s programimes sudffereda
L5 Y anralment lass. Asuming
typical tuiticnand Hving axpenses
of BDotE30 000 per stodent, this
amourts oA paenial revenie loss
fiog 15 irsstihatioasal wa ba 84 bn ina
singleyear
Tramp LOprokdbdied avel fom
gevets predomEnantly Muslim coumt-
rins in 2017, arsd meim ¥ universities
E&W & decline infoewign applicadon
rumbers. Federal imimigration
nfflelads havee reow arrested shadents
paricipating inuniversity prodests,
cancalied shadent visas and searchad
corm rooens. Thereisa possible
exfension of trave] restrictions o 49
countries, Refwals of viss are also
a5 impeciaat contribatoe
A5 papar “Best ard brighress?
The tmpsct ol stodend wisa restric-
Liverssss on whoatands collaps in
thallF, pablished in Ladour Beomo-
i, estimated that n 30 % Inrreass
in F-lvisa refusal ram rasults in a
12.2% decrease in new Intecnational
anrolmenl
Imfia apeounts far29% of all over
sens stadants in e T8, with Chine-
SR ENudenls poming inspcond Bl 5%,
Tlils =1 v o The Onlio-
nal Practical Tralnlag (0P T peo-
Eramma—aeritical bricge thai
Pt mits foreign groduaies, particn
larly in STEM Belcls, lowork m the
LS fhrup to i yesss Bllowing gradu-
Atk —is bobe elamingted Qarowgh a
Tt bll, Fairress for High Strilled
Americans st i passed, thebill
will force shode eds do sishar lssdi-
abely abeain an H-1B wopl visa, or
leave the country
A recent Keypstone Edustion
Groug suervey Tound that 43% of
iverseas sildedts have pecansidernd
miﬂﬂﬂlﬂ.mﬂmm:ﬂb
rictinns, sality coteerns and oLl
cal climabe as mador reacons, [n e
1ta B prograenmis ks on e decling,
wilhdestinations Hike Sweden,
Singapare snd Miew Zealond e
COTHLRE M popular

et e it Trade deficie’, 2 language
Trampunderstands

Tl LarFiber I profsa’ siatistics,
i3, Madbeas
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rmirsds in pursult of world-class edu-

cation, From BR Ambedlar, who
went an to draft India's Constitution, 5o
business titans like Mulesh Ambang and
Azim Premji, American aniversities have
hestped shape generations of Indian think:
ers, builders, and changemakers. Teday,
however, under the Trump administra-
tion's increasingly hardiine smmigration
policies, that legacy is being threasened.
The consequences of these
actions coald revesherate for
decades to come.

07 FoTE than & ceniury, the U5 has
I ' drawm seme of India's brightest

HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-12), 04 MAY 2025

America will have to pay |
for targeting campuses

Americans woulds® even corsider crimes,
and cortainky not colleps stodents”

In certain instamoss, studsnis wers
deported for waffle offesees. including

]  Eometimes st five to ten mibes
et the Bt

There are many trewbling sspects to the
oarrent crackdown on F-l visa holders.
MMest of the stedents impacted, aceard-
ing to reports, are from Asiz, West Asa, or
Africa, with Indsan sudents malking ap ﬂ1=
miajority of them. This is not surpsing
since mearly 30% of all interna-
Lol styderts srolbed in U5 ani-
vergities are Indbin setionals

I recent weeks, reports friom Accading o the Open Doors ansl-
L_-'Sﬂnigfhumh:wmtadiﬂ EHMWM%
T e Indian sadent come finfer stmidents on F-
munfy, Thmasands of interna- Frank F widas during the 203-2004 acs-
thanal srudents an Fal visas have b lam demic year, neariy SE2000 were
been detnined. departed, or froon Inidss,

dgenled re-entry for seemingly
mier Infractions. Accarding to
the American Immigration Lawyers Assor
ciaton (AILA), the recosds of more than
4 700 ioermacional students have been ter-
minated by US Custams and Inrmdgration
Enforcement. Half of these students ane
eglEneated 1o ke Indian nationals,

The reasons for these teriminations
Laugefn:m. immigratioa violations to alle-

of adwpraimg pro- Eth'ms rm

]uppau_ yough the majosity
siem fram ingeractions with law cnfn-n:u-
ment. Sharvari Dmlal-Dheind, senior
directar of ment relarons ag ALILA,
tald CHIM-paewisl 8 last weels, “Many of the
sa-mlled erimes ther were chiarged with o
picleed up for are things that everyday

A recent AILA review al 317
vigs pevocation cases revedled
that §0% involved Indian sedents. This
disproportionate representation of
Indian students is moubling. [t suggesiz
that these students are caught in the
croasfire -:I;;;ﬂmu—:ﬂm ﬁ on
restrictin gration -
larly [mn% specific regions, under the
pistse of security and order, Bch like the
administration’s triff polices, the crack:
dhenwm on F=1 wisa holders couhd have long-
LErm negative CORSRquUERoeS.

It is quaite possible that a significant
number af fnddan srodents will i
cray hormse of seck in coun-

tries more welcaming fe nbernatomal tal-
enk, That woald not cmly be & boss Far the

The trust brokon bn classponms tdsy

may take decades to pepalr, EFUTERS
shudbents, bart a sethack for the US as well
To grnsp the grovity of the corment rack-
down;, ane negds to book no further than
the D5 ech indisstry. Two of the most influ-
-:nﬂ.a.lanulc Ll coenparmies in tihe
and Gl — are Jad by
J'un'u.erF-] wisa hobders: Satyn Mudells and
Sundar Ficlsad, In addition, tens of tou-
samds of foamer inserrarional snodnts noe
pecupy leadership robes aoross the Amer-
can economy, from senior engineers and
etartup founders to undversity presidents
aned deans, strengthening institutians that
define the nation's global edge.
crackdown would not andy bave
intefleztual costs. It would also have eco-
nomic costs for the US. Internaticnal s0u-
dents contribate substantially o the Us
econamy, According 1o research by
NAFSA: AssocinHon ol International Edu-

cators, these students sdded 543 8 Lillion e
the Uf economy in the 2055-3024 aca-
demic year and supparted 37E1Y5 jobs
acris the country, Indian snsdenr alone
might be cantributieg meore than 510 bl
L annialbly to the US ecosomy through
fuition, bousing, and living expenses,

Universities themesives are feeling the
straim, Even before this latest crackdonem.,
enrodlment of Indisn students in U3 ami-
versties had hegun to decline due totight-
ening visa roles, hostile chetoric, and ris-
irig costs. Now, as Stories of radds, diten-
dood, and revocations circulae across
E'maun. T grn»up! and social media

aﬁulamﬂfmm.wuh
uhtrmuuu like Europe and Ausiralia
imcreasingly seen as safer bess, the U5 |5
losing il reputation as 2 welcoming desti-
naton for international talent

Wit began 35 3 broad campain of hos-
1ilify torward imramigrants — from the mass
deparatons of mndecmensed families to
the demonizaden of H-18 visa bolders —
has now numed university campases fTom
bavens of learnizg ire frontlines of saspd:
cion. Sadly, for the UE this moment trane
soerpls universties. Al slake i§ nothing less
than Amesica's identity. Histarically, this
EmmErant naton — 33 John F Eenmedy
ﬁ!m'mlm ithe L5 — has Boirished b-a:au;

s operimess o embrecing immigrans
all types Inchoding the world's dreamess,
scholars, and builders, That openness i
N ursdeT Sege.

[Foles it & reversed America will payan
enneEnous cost for this shartsightedniess
‘The frust bevden in chesrooms today may
take decades to repaic. And, when the
wurhd's brightest sbudents stop kmecking,
Chi: door ey Cever open nquite the sme
WY BERID.

Froak F ki i gs mirapremeur, v liader,
i el gt lender baded dn Washingran DC,
Thi whivws expressad are persanal

*ﬂﬂ
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LEARNING EMPOWERMENT

Karnataka’s RTE:
A model for other states

The pioneering rules fulfil
a child’s fundamental
right to education.
Theydeservetobe
implemented across the
country

HATHYAYIMI CHAMARA )

i April 1, 2013, celebraced as
Oﬂat Right to Education (RTE]

Day, the Kammataka High
Court took up a a0 mofy ciee f‘tEP
1576H1I013), questioning the govern-
meent as o why there were sall 54, 000
mat-of-school children (005C) when
the HTE Acthad made slementary ed-
ucaton s fondamental Fght.

As a result of this pioneering case,
taloen up by the then Chief Jusdee DH
wngheﬁmu Justdee BV Magarathna, a

entive pratocel’ for ensuring tht
all children are enrolled, retained and
complete alementary educadon was
incorporated into the RTE rubesof Kar-
nataka by amending Rule 6 to inchde
Rules G, 68, G and 6L

The Karnataka protoce] redefined
‘drop out’ a8 "eantmied abzence of a
miﬂjﬁ'tmsﬂﬂn]ﬁ:lrswm deays withoet

jor permission..”; asigned o govert-
Emufﬂmlas'mm:tﬂuﬂww
(AA) tore-integrate OoSC withan aspec
ified dmeframe by following the spec-
fied I: irvvodyesd the Child Welfare
Committes (CWC) to pravide necessany

po Farmilies and, if all lse fadled,
required the CW 1o ke charge of the
chilid “in i best interest’ and pleceitina
free residential school.

Thiz was to fulfil the -ﬂ:];:tt;ls funri-‘f;
mental right o educationand thestate
wﬁﬁmmlﬂma;mm
mEnts i.]-p;m‘pﬂﬁt&d the pnn‘:_.'ﬂnmuf
Articles 9, 18 and 19 of the United Na-
tions Convention on the Rights of the
Child (LTNCRC) inin Karnatake's rules
fior the frst fime i the comtry for en-

uring KTE,

: T cosirast, Section 4ofthe RTE Act,
20619, which most staces are fellowing,
primariky [ssusesan a" et rehal
iative appraach’ in the form ol hridge
Coardes, e after e child T dr

peveral manths. Mo official
. dmhenal:nn-l.l.nuhkfnrt'-i:r}'

DS fulfil the Stare’s respansibiliy,
and there |5 no way the State can ke
chagge of the child ifit conmnues o re-
pratin oot ol sehool

hiany arlempts wene made over sev-
eral vears by this writer to promate the
adaptionof Kamataka's preventive pro-
tncal aeroes the nadon by approaching

the Undon Ministry af Humen Resouree
Development and several pther sthar-
ities. However, there was no response i
any of these attempts.

An incentive to pursue these effarts
camewhen anational soudy, 'Compuara-
wson of puit-of-achoal children based on
administrativedara (UDISE+2021- 227,
by Arun CMehta of Edvcation for Allin
India’ found, cnthehasisof the ULISE:
Repartod 20222, that 1,00,20,428 chil-
drenaorossthe nmatonwere ourcfschoo]
aredementary level inabhsolwe embers,

Ulsing these figures, a PIL was filed in
the SC (WP 158/2024) on Pebruary 27,
2024, with the prapyer that the 5Cshould
direct the Minastry of School Educadon
& Laeraey (MoSE&L) to cither amend

the KTE Act or askall states io amend
thieir ruiles 1o upscale Karmataks's ‘pre-
ventive protocol’ 1o the entire COUmATY
anel thus ensure that there are no maee
OS50 in the country.

Howenver, the EM:W
the PIL on March 7, 2024, directed &
it s npen tothee petitioner o apprise the
central government for taking Aeps as
praved, who may examine the issue o
- I'J'.'EI;.I' i tions were

Ax coticn, pe
ﬁlﬂihﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁdﬂfﬂﬂd?ﬁﬂﬂ'm
ister ofinde on At 2, 2024, to direct
the MoSEE&L to ke steps as prayed in
the PIL inthe 5C. _

But when no response was receivod

ba-  Froen the MoSE&L for mors than &

month, an emall was gent to e 5C re-
qpaesting that st mar n.cnmb-a-
biy ic o the: muatmer, B O ACTHA Wy

miboen

Hiwever the MoSES&L responded on
Orraber 29, 2024, merely lsung aut the
various schemes in place for atiracting
chibdren toschool, But it lhad no answer
as to why despite these schemes there
wwere gtill more than 100, 20,428 050
in the country, indicating the Tailure
of the stace to fulfil its responsbaling

ensure the fundamental mght af tese
childremn,

TheMoSE&L did not offer toamend
irs defmition of dropout’ or designatean
pfficial as Attendance Autharity; there
was N0 mention of invabving the CWC
in nssisting parents sither, all of which
were the rmain prayerssought.

The MoSE&L failed o statewhy the
Karnataka model could notbe upscaled
ta the entire country by amending the
RTE Act ar by issuing puidelines to all
SLACE ROWETTITVETYES 0 aclopd il

In i3 defence, the MoSE&L letter
seared thar education being in the Con-
current List, it i5 dee duty of states w
mnke any changes 1o their rules, and
that the Union government [ responsi-
bleanly for the schools run by it

IF this i true, it ie difficult to juskly
how the Union gowernment issues
guidelines to all the states periodically
for the better implemientation of the
RTE Act. A further appenl was made 1o
the FMO on December 28, 2024, raising
these issues,

Comesdenally, the Chairman of the
Parlamenmey Standing Committes an
Education ofthe Rajya Sabha, Digvijya
Singh, forwarded thiz writer's pedion
o the MoSE&L and asked them o re
spand 1oL

Alsp, the need for 8 'preventive pro-
tocal” for retaining children m gchool,
based on the Karnawaks model, the
absenes of which “is lncompatible with
theconceprofa fundamental right”, has
been included in Digvijaya's report o
the Union govermoment.

The committes has recoanmended
thiar "the departsnent should condoct
a review of the oepls enforced
by states across the country-like the
wellregarded protocel in Kamamka-
and suggest a moded set of nules for all
states".

Passibly, as aresul of thesa ineren-
ticns, the WoSE&L has [soued a naie on
Fehruary 27, 2025, to all secrewaries of
the school sducation departmenss of
all states/Union Territories, enclosing
Geve of Karmaaka's GO of 15,03, 2013
cantalning Rubes 64 to 6D, amang ath-
ers “for favour of informatson and nec
easaryaction as deemed F"

[t & no douls a feather in the cap af
Kamamba’s RTE rules, but it is andy a

limifed success 43 0 amendmens
the RTE Act orat least b diresirae to ail

sLafe Wmﬁmmmﬁmh?;hﬁ
namia’s preventve pratac

issued, The MoSESLsurely could have
elome mare to-ful il ins dusy to ensure the
fundameneal rightto educarion andlife
afane erore children.

{The weiter i che Execurive Trusteedf |

Ic-Rangalore) -15}“1 St e
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5 he growimg use
P al Artificial In-
telligenee  (AD)
In education =
revoluticni sng evalustion
iethods and keaming eer
virotuments. 1o assessng
student  work, Al-bazed
gErading svatems offer ob-
Jectivity, conststency, knd
efficiency. From aamomat-
ed essay scoring systems
o slandiardised  exmms,
g el Ashert
gix b fadr aned objective as-
sessmangs.  Howewer, the
precision  of  algorichens
raises some  significant
concéns and questions:
can Al really evaluat orid-
cal thinking and creadedry?
More  imporcandy, are
these sysems  nanarally
blased? Do they sabily dis-
oot assesmmeris? k& hu-
man teacher assessmenl
really free from prejudse-
@57 Can bomain evaluators
give equally innovatie res-
pons=s the same marks?
Many reporta from several
Indiam instinathon s hism ax-
posed incidents of blased
assessments by homan
evaluatos,

Marking subjective
ywark

Whetler the assessment is
Dh].g;mnrmtﬂ:.ﬂ
perfarms well to evaluase
disciplines, particularly
whon  ghen  reference
pates for LLMs and praba-
ble solution serapegees, It
can efecdvely  meaew
thousands of snxdent writ-
ings, therefore relieving
teachers of some af their
work and  guaranteeing

i e B P . e 4l Pl
L

HINDU (P-4), 05 MAY 2025

Fair and

objective?

Analysing the impact of using
Arliﬁln:tal Intelligence in assessing
student work in higher education

canszsient marking, B
when assesing sohjective
wark such as ewsiys, liter:
ary arsalysis, or philosoph-
ical Al ammpss-

Tment B Nl 80 appropiake
gince subsectivity alluws
fiar PiE of view
amd Interpretations. The
sshjecrivity of a siadent’s
angwer camnol be con-
strained by srict criteria
ar bmnit=.

Critical  thinking and
creativity do nat live by
pirict rules. Foo AL the -
pacity ol a sbedent to offer
ariginal viewpoints, parti-
base, or use melaphorical
and symbodic langusgs 1

pouigh bo gaige, Al sogne-
times srigies o under-
stanid ghstract conceprs,
hiamodar, irgmy, &nd cren-
ey ewen while it can
pvalaare  struchumal &
pircis, coherence, and [exd-

tﬂ]]u,d\t—t}'pe_qu.ﬂﬁﬁ-ﬂn,l
philpsophical inquiry such
a& whar 5 hesuty icks &
single, clar responGe
Batheer, It SEy-
eral points of wiew, all of
which could be readoad-
bie. In the ssme vein, ke
Alired Temmyson's poem,

Lilpzes, can oifer different
ingights ower several read-
ings. Here, Alassished
evaluation  smaggles 1o
preciely  evalose  the
depth, nsance, and origl-
nality of subjective anze.
e

Challenges

Uksually assembled from
previcmsly graded papers;
Al gypitems bearn from
farpe datssets, which so-
metises inchude prejudic-
ex cartied on from biman
Assegied. Sl have re-
wieaded that gradiaaces of AL
ciidd dpprecabe verbose
wrising, eriticlse noo-na
tve English speakers, ar

derper meanings may losd
b0 ETTOTIBOIE RESERSTTIENG,
An Al model faught on
Weestern liceranars, for in-
stance, might nok correctly
ﬂyﬁﬂ; A wark anchored
in rn philssophy or
indigenious soryelling e
ditome. Howeser, Rerrie

val-Agmeneed  GeneTa-
ton {RAG) Al techmplogy
can help elirminaie Gl in-
formation and  Eneretse
ATCUTRCY,

One basle question ars
ex: Should Al completely
feplace  human teacher
evalation?  Although it
can help stmplify nesrs, itk

casmary qualietive wew-
ot that Al in some cir-
cumsfznrces, lacks. They
value uniquenes in ways
thar rohots cansol, knew
the complexity of age

al Emy moment. Human
evaluarion may not abways
allow tils degres of umific-
mity and acressibilinn
Every system of evalua-
gian hias benefits and dreme-
backa of ks ewn. A many
amalysis adwdes, the best
W [0 FUATANIEE SICUrEcy
ard fatrness would be & by-
Inrld strazegy comibining AT
evalmaton with human s
perviskn and  ongaing
moEEbaring.
8, Suman is Bean and Jjcesh TH,
& Faca y Amzcate Fngli),
Sityaal. of Artificisl Irisl igeres,

mmmmﬂ':\rﬁ'ﬂ
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most among Asian Americans

DIATA POINT |
The Hindn Daty Team

i a medisn aneasl .

hlil.ﬁel:nl&s.t?m-uz [

ceriing W00, Io-

lg:rlﬂ.marr:m:uw ithe: earmings

ameng ol Aslan groups in

the 118~ ahout 40% highes than

mﬂﬁmﬂﬂ]mﬂ:m

As of 200, nearly 25 millian
Adiams e |m e 112~ more than
double tee nomber in 2000
tChart 11, By 2073, Aslane made
up 4% of i LS, popalation, up
fram 4.2% in 2000 §Chart 2).

Among Asian groups, Chiness
Americans formed the [argest
share ar 73%, followed by Indians
0 21% and Filipinos ar 19%, Vietna-
meese, Koreans, and [apanese ac-
commoed fior 9%, &%, and 75, res
pectively, Pakdsanis made up 1%
(Chart 3).

Over time, the share of imenid-
grants within mess Asfan oo
mamites has declined. In 2000,
immmigrants made up 63% of the
Agian popalation: by D0EL this
maﬁmm-mulnﬂﬂm.
the share declined from 3% 1o
G5 (Chart 4).

Educational amainment amosg
Asian groups warled widely. In
033, 7% of Indians aged 35 and
older had a bachelor's digres o
higher, the secod highest among
Adian groups, Teemnese Ameri-
gans tapped the U=, with 87%
holding at lesst a bachalors de
gree, Blupanese, Burmpese, Lao-

had thep lpwest rates (Chart 51
This educstion gap was reflect-
#tlin income evels. Indian:headed
households bad the highest me-
dlan anrusl income smong all
grous at $151,200, falowed

nteresringly, despiee 9% of
Memgolian Americins hokling &
bachedar's degree or higher — the
third highest amang alt groups -
their median household moome
W the |west, ak just 554,300

o = -

A profile of Asian Americans

The dat bor he chariy av sourca d fesm e Aesearch Cenine's “Hey facts abot Riiar inse 5=

Ehuart: 2= Thie chart ghpwws Ui Ridan Brmerican
POPUETon in the U5, Figeim inmitlons

= 4

o |
ira ¥

4]

u.b_,_,-r"‘ | i
T3 [

5 a1

o - -
2000 amn PiEL]

2000

Clhanurts & They it sharws the shace of iImmigrasts 2onois vasiten Axien oegin gioups in s

Chart & The char shess the shere of Asiang
m:park il the 1.5, papulstion, Figenes in &

Chart 31 The arigin-wiss vhars of fipn papaliios of ke LS
ol I0EE fink]

.
i5
1a

l?ﬁﬁgﬁfﬁ

Chiart 5: Tha ¢ huart yharws. the Saare [ ddian Mreresns with 5

1010 I

Figaresin % i Bachlos'y degree ar higher, Figen is
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What made US science

Thatecosystem is under threat. There s a lessan
and opportunity for other nations

great

HEMANT KANAKIA AND SONALDE DESAL

WHAT D) LASERS, the infernet, Google's
search algarithm, the gene-editng tool
CHISFR-9, Wireless MIMO [l ple-dnpit
mlEple-output} technology and Covid vac-
s hapes in comumion 7 Key Innovations -
dethfing each origirated in 20 American urd-
wersity, wiere povermiment grants funded
mitil reseanchand weese later adapted frin-
dustrial research and develaprment. Mary
great American multinational companies
have emerged from these foundational re-
search breakehroughs. Hoveever, iTPresident
Excenalid Trurnip has hiswiy, Arnerses's galden
age of creariviny would soon b a distant
memary, While the weeld is focused oa the
ST disTugdion caused Iy Tnamnp's tar-
iffs. s shoat-sightedieess in klbng the golden
g thal made the Ammaerican econoemy sear
will bawe Jamger-lasting effects, Mevertheless,
there are lessors forather couneries, partiou-
larky [relia, as the American innouation ss-
Eerm beying tno umravel.
Agsyidies om universities and the feeding
ol anti-migrant hystera undermne the fun-
demantal Famedork on which America's
rechnobogy-driven ecanamy rests. The
American innovat on-industrial comples re-
I5es on thaer pillars: Stabie suppoct for re-
searchinfrasmacnare withim universites and
nor-pealit insoienes fnded by che govern-
mient, whili alkradng them so operase Inde-
pendertly; an apen and compatibve keas
marketplace; and tapparg dnbo global tatent
All three ane camently under threat.

T Trumsp adeninisbration vews ureer-
sinies a5 free ridess exploiting povermmens
lzrgesse by collecting 30 cenes in awverhead
foreach dallar going directy to suppot re-
sparch, This s contrary o the post-war
grand bargaan created under the kadership
of Wammevar Bush, the first presidential so-
entific adviser, wheneby laniversiias wire
suppesed 1o nuriere sclentific talemt
thnough stable provision of jobe, lsboratory
space, mosearch mirasmiomee, includieg li-
lorasies, arvd provide seed Fundang for nird
prmpects, The gosvermmend would suppon
this thweagh overhesd nks pmgrank=

Custaiang cveleadsio 15 percent jeopar-
dises Thd e st oo

Aszanlts on universities and
the feeding of and-migrant
hystera underming the
fundamental framework oo
which America's technology-
deiven econaomy rests, The
American innovation-
industrial complex relies on
three pillars: Stable support
for research infrastructure
within universities and non-
profit inscitutions funded
by the government, while
allowing them tooperate
ind.q:-en.rlmr.'l].-: :nnpanm:d
competitive ideas
macketplace; and tpping
into plobal talenc. All thres

are currently under threac

The second pdlar of this troika balanced
creaer fmadim with acobuntabiing thieigh
professional oversight An elaborate infra-
SETUChURE Wals PUE [0 place in iretiiutinns Bie
the Mationad Instinutes of Health 1o ensure
that |lackof fame or conmedians did not hold
back young ressarchers, and peer review by
other schemtists was the ealy criserian that
Erantproposals needed o stisfe The Cenler
fror Sctemwitfic Reseaech ST NTH wes ahways oan-
s o the tendency of sclentific orhodoy
o dominate and safiocate innovation. [
Ioaked for warys to ensure an v playing
Bald. The[atest baloon frorm the administr -
giaen b dovemplay the role of sentific neviee
and willsalding finds from ressarch pow-
erhoases Hanard ad Johns Hopking to en-
sure polltical comglance fisks deseailising
Ui bard-won independence. [ Amenics for-
pets that, when ideciogy or coomytsm
Bsir campetition, & Sifles a vibrant sde
ol e It cnily has to fook at Kussia, Russian
acienftists did nat receive a single Mobse| Prize
for science betweenen 2011 and 20332, duning
which 51 Ameticars Becarne Nobe] Laumsates
inscentificdscpline

Beginving with a (ght of feveish scen-
tisks from Cermany, American scienoe ks
berefited tremendoushy from the influs ofie-
tematinnad scholars, Of the 314 laureanes wiho
v their Mobe| Prize swehile workdeg in the
LIES, 102 [or 30 per oent) were fomel gn-hoem
Compare thatto Japan, which mounts ne for-
eign-bom individuals among its mine Mebel
laur=ates. We venuld be hard-pressed o find
any scientifc discipline whose leadership
dies nat Fclude people borm outtide of the
LI e Srates, The aeti-FTuriarant seprment
faefied by rthe current admindstraton will
make America a kess attractive place for in-
tematnnal sudents and researchers. Thead-
i nistEation ¢l ams not i be AgEnsr irtema-
tonal students, bubthey arewelcome ooly if
theey hokd o political views:, This is reminis-
um-:l!JrEI'ua! Britain, nﬁﬁl:lmﬂ1mva:
mTe o exten EmTalc -
Ilrgummmas longas Ihn'ﬂlil'!l:tF::-
fesx Catholic be st

lromacally. attempls to make America
Ereat again seem to think that desiroying

the instingtons tharmade Arrericanadence
great I8 the hest place b begin These dra-
Conian measures have thetr rooty n a beiied
fal American universities are Raome toa
‘ol cuthure that st be rocted ot byany
mzsare, Oetensibly, thisis to prevent activism
arvund Gaza o prevent antisemitism,
Howeier, izming the ondgel of finandial and
administrative power bo humble snversi-
tiss that hawve taken poidein z2lf-gmsemance
and openness o drverse viewpaints does
st simaply curh political dissent: it risks
darmming the Fauntain of their creativity,
The aily tato-Lime unshared Mobe] Brize
mmnu_ Lizrus Immﬂdng's Iiﬁ:.ml:r_liﬁ an intey-

NE exarmgle 1N, e # I 2N
Chemisiry as weedl as the Peace Prize for his
ez ARINST fildear Weapons, 3 crusade
that came under scrutiny from Senator
WMicCarthy and Ind to fensions with his hame
institution, the Californis Institube of
Texhnulogy. These tevialans |ed 1o his kaving
CalTech, arel as histostan of sdence jeffrey
Forad potes, stanted the productivioy ol Tis
later wears, Dnlectunately, the costs af the
road ot faken are rarely visthle, sxcept
throaagh the eves of history.

Theere i 2 l=seon and an apportunity for
nations that seek to compere with America
Iy enshansding thesr saentific infrastinthere.
The lesson lles in heighlened appreciacion
af what made the Amberican innowation
eoonomy mstion — instibubional stnachares
that preveick: support withsat stifing cre
ativity and inmovation, nor using poliical
ideplogies b guide funding ar repulagons.
Oppeaiusity Hes in a vaooum that i (@l
1 b creared and spaces that can be fled
by lesz dogmatic natkons in felds like ci-
male ecence and vaccine technolegies. A
India seels to enhance itk inn oestion eooays-
term it ls vrthhile o pay attention [Gop-
portunities and lessons fram the self-in-
icted veounds on Amenican sdence.

Fanakya i o founding preddent .
Telafar Blumpen Fovrmdalinn, o Desad i
TeTTar o CER AP dr NCAER

Péatiorm| Deva fanavafion Cenmre,

L ore persandd
Jele]o -
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Death before exam
Toppers’ culture needs a hard reset

Wﬂ HE tragic deaths of three yourg students —

two NEET aspirants in Kota, Rajasthan, and
a forensic science student of a private univer-
sity in Mohali, Punjab — within days of each
other lay bare a systemic failure that India

mnﬁnuf:s m ignore at its owmn peril. That one of the stu-
dents died just before the NEET-UG extam underscores

how relentless academic pressure, mental health neg-
lEf_Jt and unrealistic expectations have created a lethal
mix for many. Kota, the coaching hub, has seen 14 stu-
dent suicides this year alone. Despite repeated warn-
m, the structural stressors — high-stakes exams, tox-
lc competition, unregulated coaching practices and the
burden of ‘guaranteed success’ — remain unaddressed.
Recently, the Central Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA) issued notices to several coaching institutes for
misleading advertisements and unfair trade practices,
Many ads promised top ranks and assured selections
without substantiating their claims. These promises, cou-
pled with immense pressure, are often a trap for vulnera-
ble students and anxious parents. The country’s toppers’
culture needs a hard reset. The Rajasthan government's
proposal for the Coaching Institutes (Control and Regu-
lation) Bill is a step forward. Mandatory counselling and
aptitude tests before enrolment may help, but enforce-
ment is the key. The 2018 guidelines that aimed to provide
psychological support and regulate private institutes
seem to have been ignored into irrelevance. Without strict -
oversight, the new law too risks becoming symbalic.
Parents must also introspect. Forcing children into
ill-suited streams or tying self-worth to marks and
rankings breeds despair. The country must stop treat- .
ing its students as rank-seekers and start recognising
them as individuals with unique strengths and limits.
The government must cultivate an ecosystem that gen-
erates enough jobs for the youth with varied streams of

interest. No exam is worth alife. .. «.l*{.'\"

T
i
i
by



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P- 6), 05 MAY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


DECCAN HERALD (P-6), 06 MAY 2025

KREISschools: A
model toemulate

he recently announced SSL.C results have thrown

light on a remarkable et often overlooked story—that

of the Karnataka Residential Educational Institutions
Sudetyl[}EHElS}. While the overall S5LC pass percentage
mn the state rose to 62.34% — a 9% improvement from last
year— KREIS schools have soared far beyond, achieving
an exceptional 91% pass rate. This is not just a statistical
achievement, itis a demonstration of what can be achieved
when government officers are committed and systems are
managed with purpose. KREIS, which currently runs 321
schools under the Department of Social Welfare, educares
over two lakh smdents, from the most marginalised com-
munities, including those from nomadic oribes, families
of sanitation workers, former Devadasis, rescued bonded
tabourers, and other underprivileged backgrounds. Many
are first-generation learners and despite significant hur-
dles, they have secured 34.10% distinctions and 55.90%
first-class results. With the average scores increasing from
72% last year to 78% this year, the insttudons even bageed
Tlranks, including the prestgious third rank statewide.

This success is a testament to the
commitmentof teachers and admin- :
istrators. Their collective leadership @3T8 (111
demonstrates tharwith focussed gov-
ernance, even the most underpriv- SSLC results
ileged students can achieve excel- EUULRIT
lence when provided with the right By [ul{{{Zi8
supportanddirection. However, this - SRSSETRES]
achievement also raises an urgent
question: If such excellence can be support
achieved by KREIS schools serving  BajElil=3a1
someof the most disadvantaged chil- the most
dren, why do reguiar government i
schoolsstll inger ata63% passrate? LU UEIEE
The key differentiator appears (o

be the comprehensive support 5vs-
teminherentinthe KREIS model. These fullyresidential in-
stitutions provide studentswith everything they need, from
basic needs like toothbrushes to essential learning marerial
like textbooks, all free of cost. This holistic approach allows
students from Grades 6 to 12 to concentrate solely on their
education in an environment that nurtures both academic
growth and a strong sense of self-worth. Karnataka should
build on this successand expand KREIS schools by iM‘:&IE'
ing corporate social responsibility (CSR) mitatives to bring
much-needed funding into infrastructure, technology, and
studentweifare. Whenstudents fromoppressed communi-
tiesare provided such all-around support, they not only excel
academically but also develop the confidence to aim higher
in their career paths. The government should continue to
empower committed leadership, seale thissuccessful mode,
and ensureevery child in Karnataka has access to quality ed-

ucation, KREIS has shown us what is possible. Other states
should take note, while Kamnataka should ensure that this
shining example becomes a NOrm, Notan excepaon,
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The room he couldn’t leave

At lITs, we train students in quantum physics — but not how to ask, ‘Are you ok ?"'

PARTHA SINHA

THERE'S A KL of silence that hosted tooms
v forget. It st indony: alter the noise
fades. After the reammate ges home fora
long weekend. After the last WhatsApp
i After the mess plate goes untouchsd.
It staym B thickene Ardsm:tirrﬁ,_it_l.l‘lr_ﬂ

A 22-year-old boy died by suicide in
wAMM Hall, IIT Kharagpur. That semtenoe
shiould be enenigh to halt the narkan. Sut i
wan't We'll glance at the headline, usmbde
something about pressure, and scrodl on.
The nation has baill up alluses wilwre its
cangcience should be Fm an alumnus of
the same BT ars dved in Pated Hall [ know!
those corrdors. | koo the looeliness that
oo &t 2:00 am like moukd oh smbdtion
i v thee sounsd af a cedllng fam that sud-
denly Feels too lowd, 1 Fnow how it feeis to
walk arvang 9-poincers and feel like 2 typd
i s sbant

5.r1:_r|: real tragedy ¥ Mot that it happened
Pl that we have a protocod for it pow, A

shuchent dies, A comonities = formed. A con-
dolence emsail is dealed. & professor says,
“Hi pever came o us.” The counselling
nﬂ!:l’l.'l.l])ﬂﬂ&ﬂ.’l Tsagrs, The Fesl OF Es mosss
on — with the muscle memory ol
instsutional apathy, Let's siep pretending
rhis &5 rare. It mn't What's rane is the boy
who did ask for help — and didn't ges
branded as oo sensibve .

T BT, Tor all thdr glory, ang emational
dhizspits dressed up asinteBactual nates. We
teach calcutus, mackine leaming. quanium
physics — but not v to ask, “Are you
ﬂﬂyTHﬂlllMi&&.ﬂ5ﬂf|ﬁE|ﬂ'ﬂ.WliF
rive [rom your hometowm — maybe Patna,
izt Comm babire — W N E Y e e wour
Farmuly’a pride, yourcnaching centee’s posier
by, Youw sEEp ingo & [o@m the size af pour
father's paniny and are hacsded the keys to
wour fistune, Hur no one gives you tie man-
ual for solibude.

W assume these ds — yes, iods < are

equepped. But high I} is mat kigh Ef). You
dofT snhe griet wirh [ogic. You can't debug
despair. And heaven forbed you showr =gns
ol sngggie, Because in our Cultuse, sulner-
ablity isa design favwe Admitting bo menal
disrress b5 Hiee confessing you're not buill
for preatneds., fAeed greainess, weene tald, 1=
what yaur parencs rhisf dneams
ffar. Sawe build boys wtho canwrite code at
Fh0ambutcanTsay, Tmairakl ™, Webuild
worls wihsa can Bead clobs but can™t admit
thiy fned bnst Wie raise 2 generation ol Bigh

and kow talkers = fluent in C=+,
redgue-fied in chierapss,

Anad society veatches approvingly, con-
Rin @ pepression T pestienoe, AsE sooe-
one whey they didn't sk befp, and youil
hiear it in a hundred versions; Whar will
people say ¥ Thesy'll think |'m wesak. FH b
the one they vahisper about inthe nuess line.
Biecause i India. mendal ealch &5 a family
scamidal, Mot a fact of life.

A raow? Moww thers"s a room in MV
Hall thar won't Be reasaiEned For a wlnle A
kel that won't be remade. A meather who
willl srane ara phons that noe Knger rings, A

starus that will remniazn "ondine”
long after ehie by B hind in i gone. This is-
n'ta ragedy. IU's & verdact. On us. Onevery
warden who rhought $ilence meant
strength. On every peer growp that dedn'
ncgice a boy disap peanmg inplain sight. O
iy anstifulica that taught differenmnal
equations buk mever emotional anes.

And il youd thrsat tightens as you
read this = let it That™s nar ) soomior.
That's delaped griel Becavess ke dudn’t fail
us. W Fadled hire Anad the sllence chat fock:
Tl 6 51l oul thind — quesd, patient, and
undefeated. Maybe lurkng hehind oodes
Ard carfesnge

Thewriier &5 an echvisary professional
'l'ti"-"-. i s adsmnus & IIT Khanagpiii
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Sofeguarding the
nowalerns who
ore behind the
idecs |s as crucial
o5 ERcoUraging
innovation fself

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 06 MAY 2025

Wellspring of Ingenuity

India’s intellectual property ecosystem is undergoing a transformative leap, as evident in its record _

T:' 'Ircdd Intellectual Propesty
Wi [, celrbrated en Agaril 24
LT | pvery v calk for pefies-
hul v I:H'rrl&'l’n:h Im:ﬂmur
p g = P"lm].
ing the weas that defae i et
Elhlmm‘hlll‘l!m]h'ﬂ'f

Isivlkecteal Propety Crgansation oa. the
pecazun of the enfiecsment of e WEPD
Craeslion in 135, H 3 now an inbrroes-
tianal femisder That cosatnaty, ngeatnn,
and myventan are the Tuildmg blocdka of
peogress. 1nsdia’s [P GNTT B bt bl
ecede has been noshing dart sl inshor-
rosscine Iy this arera, Druring thia period, the
Teitiedl s iramsfoomed fien wn em
vuice In the [P coreestian ioone of the
wrelds most wibean? coysiens for imek
lectual property

Fatent spplicatisns in India have riss
E._;.ar.:um[h-.wid-n TecETi L Vedrs pEgiie g
dn'nhkd:p'p:l:mﬂh Lmllm}.ﬁ n
2023, Indin s the munt ougid growdh b6
’;mm;.p'i]:ll'i:uuﬂ {hez ghoual el -
Eglﬂ:-ﬂtl'ﬂ'l'"..“m'l retideat myvenioes ket
the= Bt tirme contz faing imvwer ballaf the
total flings. The iz and speed of praatu s
reached new helghts, witnesing & sharp
invcreast in hath productivity sed En-
tion guality. Moee than. 1,500 paterts
were mrwnd in the previom fiecol peir-—an
IVErage of alesst 15 grenis per mhq;
R P— bk o et s ok
.-.3‘- hapgening kot bemg peosrissd wnd
protecied af speed

This speed s prat Lendisd toamesecid o
peeiEipsy. Startepe B3 MEs univeriiths,
anl Barpe o bains alike bave heosme
o aciors 1 the 1P ecoaysiem. Fatend

stariupasone bave el
aver theesfald n the pas s years, thanks
20 the i ol Al ieg provesoees and firvenctal
sessands, Frim Beapahmu’y botech compa-
mies 1o Panes nach startups and Guja-
raris solar teck bk, Innovasen Bas faund
deep reais in pegiins and industsies. Bdu-
catipe estshilshmam s b haweadopoed 7
anacerinal wsuiegy; thimunds of Bings aee
noaw caining oul oF Indian CampEses Svery
year, rcl'lﬂlln,!,l.l'h-lﬂftirl generatis In
terms of awarcaess and ambion

Secimrlly, the iramsiing 5as ben beoard
ared atraiepic. b Phasrmu, frndia has mewed
away froen Lis iraditiznal pogtios 451 werh]
provider njm:ruwwhurﬂy trreek
iy i g diseovery, hincchnoiopy, std
i dical device jabents. The phannaceull-
cal secim wirth mearky LIEC 58 hilien, com
a0 A 130~ 130 bitlioes in ZTHI enil

LED Al 450 bifkan in 4T The post
pandeim b |“-|-._.=_,,|.|-||{LL-|.|-'I-|I i fomarnwal L

achentiFic oo aardiy of T prct though
s s and EeiTiC], pasgty
ingg irierranal orost in [ndisn ingenufy
The sy ion o geographical indicatrrs
[iils) 5 st b sl segional
hias garesn peanifold in agreulmrs, bme-
fiting no ey products et a vl com
muslty of boroer and eralligengie Up Lo
3003, India had regsienad 532 G, with
Uimar Pradink having thee ik sk 74 and
Tatnil Hadkt coming second a1 55. [n bech-
markegys | o b serionea coarizrsdet i
el inmovatan, wich paiesl applications
i et fchal infelligemice Eﬁ.l] penguphy 1S
per cerk befroen 2002 and 2021, und Al-
rel mied patet apphcation Chisg moes dhan
mh.m:-rr-u'll‘-ehp:l‘i-:lﬁ-em The pace
ai which Tivdis i closing the gap oo =l
peteration pchmalogy Elings 15 celleckia
povt fust of an shidiry oo innevete, bul ol the
boédnes to challenge The warkl
Thissndden seege in filiags end grans
hias bopsca Fie it {beugh s reforme
g el gt tremgeheniing of Ealittiogs.
Irachecrezl b by frvod e £
frefar The Iredian e e s EnOGan
prieziti. 1P ol ¢ s Bave been mepderiic il
1 entirelp dipilisnd pracemes with 45 per
cosd o preards bomy dighiead by 703
ahong with lowsi parmatoaesl imes, and

rielecue sty s S Froad e eSS e e e it pieies

much grester efficimey i poeal eomi-
mation and irdemark proceising, Recm-
merkaf dalled eemniver wd the indesu
of Al fonls in afmirdirative procesies bk
misde operations Baites and mops trdpar-
e, thren bl moee st in the splem
Firaacing repport o nnmakes has
alsa pecdiviend usparlided afeation. S1an
WEMEs, ared ok irvemioes ane Do
frwnzred by s kg cand e prbadeaand free
conmailing serves, Academic s ieearch
trutinstiarc have e incmtrviscd duoagh
serribunsedniznl of pakes] fpes i comrier
calation pooreodon, [F ey, which wa
in Etoheric apl, bs raw brisg adressed ot
seade throuph mitiona] rwanmngis misien
Chvarr 9000 gisaren és POORTAIINES e
Bien o sedd by The Batiunal Entillec-
el Progesty Anssavneia Masian {HIRAM],
aivi iaee e reached deoat 24 million
peope, Inchoding .14 millicn sroderes
s F35,000 teachers n all 16 setes and ¥
Ui Terribiies
O the endissceinent sds, vigomoes
sl s resdseratiee actions kave been
el b e g Lharn ..'\.l.nphnl.: and
sk jaimingement. The recemd changre in
fraperiant legidation heve addal 1agher
carwotbpna asd celmireiBsabion of pircy
soukaiding aduse of copyrighied wotks

balenl filings, institutional r&*ﬁ:r_ms, freely breathing innovation, and IP-conscious inrovalors

without comesl. Spacial 1P el and com-
reereiid ¢RI e [T ETT of deal-

q::'l.lh CoMmpes casms, codlitontine

with Lrefustry inmlioas e prmared
tht TP emforcement press beyond |gpaon
1 isclude preveniion, surveillsace, and
alpation. These trendi kave etablished
waditdiby snd ol § oidsdpe o e
wnd intwrmalictal parmers that nda b com
miled B proteling neaeatin

Taalled relathee perfcemance is alin
irestructive, An the patent eoosysiem in
st ad vanced B0 DL B d-.-w-_'n1.-l.|||§,
mere dlesly, Indizk raponesiinl EoWL
ifn in b meabds g I A ETRST-

H'ltﬁin In E‘:-l] Enovaiion. sxpecally,
shist aumber of el I e

g Lechincbagies |5 et betm
h.llDﬂE rally bot it canally, Tha
meiian r|.|.|.-r||.|l.|.'|'l'.|'|l.l:| !.hbi.l'.umr.lim
rankingiend 5 ol g becanie ol
rribained putpret, cammercialisa
tion framewnrka, and pelicy ensiranment

Trot unsderreac thie statistios | s S broe
racrative—al 2 oooniy thaly coming 1o
‘Elﬂl':;]wm propeshy is Tale
than & £oacejil, niok ST id An oo
o and calrurmd poer. CF 8 sooty
whwee n atudeint from Lecknos, o enfre-
prineir in Coimaen, cra
scicatii in Hyderaboad 2l appesdas bow o
4 wrral they lawe conpewed. Oa
mation where deleding a2 idea i no Jen-
ELl,u;uh&ﬂu an diie righl, Bt eme

E

Fandarennd
i Tesdla bs poired Lo beosme & global
irmareathon b # 1 esseatial 1o under-
yruead thiak bnmodvation b thie ISrhlned of i
developmerd, . Gafeguarding the
iEnevaion wia ane wre s bu as
eruelil amamootir mreratisn ®ek In
s era where brlblant Weas can be ¢ jd
i gtoden i & matter of izonds, rriﬂ:
aiire that cesanans are edsgearded 1= net
just & legal pequinernen Bin @ mosal sad
onrammic B perative wihen o protectinn
diws Tt el foc ananavarsn lest i na
il reveemzt= ot i brusl, OUpOCTArENT, 8
il et far 3 fusure an that bass.
Sradia's irpelboctual property rusratise
s sl uirdmg, The Lo bll decade hii
prawen ..'mh;Fl_’.‘tn“h:I'I.'lMI-'II-
sue=gts inils rsors alblers sad cemare
T Fuure il establish bows thas radoon
5 mamlimed, supmeel, arel
it ersdorig vorkd feidimaags The micas
FEtTLaRs redutihend -4 relain, =
il e el sannd ud |n;4
' iy el . ikl g e, 8
ﬂx.TJL sral ol regamdend et | A B hardl
Vit paprcs] i presasd!

rh.'l||"| -


Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 06 MAY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


PIONEER (P-7), 06 MAY 202

Ensuring quality in online vocational education

To trsy empownr its youth and chese the skills — mployahilfty g2, bedia must urgently sddress issues of quality assurance, accréditation and
anuitahln acoess — laying the groundwoek for a skilled, fiture-ready workione
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arning

is enhancing peer-to-peer experience

\%\%

RANT A CHATTERIEE

ith comtinuos digitalsation, eda-

cation is belng ransformed in pro-

found ways, and the emeergance of

e-learning is arguably the maost

transformative of those foroes;

spreading knowledge like never

before, The technological advance-

mens and wide reach ofthe infernet

hiave comtribuied tounprecedentad

fevply nfnnll.ml.:ﬂ.rnlng; ansdom,

a5 shown by moont glob res;

an estimated 5556 billion ntermet

users as of Febraary 2005, Inioday's
world, e-learning platforms have
evolved into intricate ecosystems
that preorncte dyrismic and meemctive
per-ro-pear bearning, facilitating

collaboratien among ndividoals

and signifleanily enhancing the

DW.I’EJ.[JE&:MHF-H:‘FIEMHE(‘ Oneaf
thi bigpeat alluring faciors of a-
bearming is ite fexiblity, allowing
people teamdy from anywhere aml
al any time thay suits theow FPur-
thermons, the efmergenceal

-:I_-lgil;aj ronls has expanded oppor-
ruies for connecling learnsers and
[ostering a more robuUsl sense afl
commaznity. This s increasiogly ret-
evant in the manufzcnring indusny,
where cantinous leaming and
adaptaticn are crucial,

Eliminaling geographical limita-
Timms

fine of The key methods by
which e-learning achieves this
abjective is by breaking down gec-
graphical limitalinns. The Lnternet
i% amne of e great ofuadisers, -
ing together kearners fren dlldffererii
paris af the workl The plobal class-
roor enhances (e exclange ul
ideas and helps siudenis approct
ate diferend culrires, perspeolives,
and ways of salving prablesms. b
this contea, colkalmralive sulles

and advanced vides conferencin
technologies bave become erwsel
g3 bearners anywhere in India and
far-off international cities collabio-
rate, brainstoren, and bearn from
each other a5 though they are in
Lhe same room. The enhanoemend
of kearning in this manner is help-
ful mot just to the leanners but also
equips them to function more
gffectively in taday’s glabal and
interdependent workplace, This is
paricdardy important in the man-
ufncturing industry, which aften
involves international supply
chains and callaborations.

Faostering engaging conversations
throogh farums

Discussion forums play an
extremnely (PO TANT POH 1N CTEL-
ing engaging and informative
interactions amang peers in onlineg
lezrning settings. These platiorms
help leamess digest course mane-
rial. share insightful thoughts, and
engage in meaningful conwversa-
tions with fellow sludenis. As
opaasd (0 negular discussions
that are usaally limited by time,
these farums give students the
chance to develep Inircate ideas
and sghare them with their peers,
[nstructors play & crucial rale in
encouraEing thess discussions by
pasing challenging questions and
providing feedback that pashes
grudents o doepen thelr conwirsn-
tons. Such borums oam iam oud bo
be beneficiol for professionals n

1hei: muanufaciaring seciar io collab-
arudively share best practices il
silvn prablenss logsbor,

Hossting eommunication with
whiten conlerencing tools

stisceover, the Incorporation
ol CornnRn H-l.-lmulu:_.:n:.-:

into the current e«leaming land-
schpe marks a significant leap fac-
ward, Wideo conferencing, featur.
ing opilons such as virtual break.
aut rooms, facifitates real-time
Face-1a-face interactions. This
capability nurmees o sense of coam-
manity, wlhich allows leamers
pose questions and engage i col-
laboraiive brainstorming sedsanns.
Students can also engage in knfoc-
mal chats and utilise instant mes-
saging for casual exchanges, there-
by offering mutual supgart and
maintaining communication zkin
b thiat found tnoa iraditioonal class-
room setting. These tools enahle
effective communication snd
knowledge sharing among teams
in the manufaciuring indusiry,
ragardless of thelr physical loca:
tan

The importance of callaboraiive
digital 1oals

Cellabocative digital tools
have elevated pesr-to-peer inler-
Aciions o new dimension. Flnt-
farmz for shared documents and
interactive online whiteboards
Function a3 wirtual classpooms,
enabling students from variois
|pcations toe co-crenie conLent,
provide immediane feedback, and
callaborndively resolve challemges.
These tools promote overall
teamiwark, effective conymunsicn-
tlon, and a shared sense ol
aceauntabiling for learming aut
comes. By contributing 1o s col-
laegbve digital workspece or dac-
umenl, learners can petively
angage and feeely share thetr
idoas, The appliciion of such
ppils is eeoming inereasingly
witad i elee manefacturing isdas-
pry Tur project citlobucaticn,
deaign s leaws skl priwess
i fnkbiatives,

Cannecting leprners beyond the
classromm

The emprgenca of social Jearmn-
Ing systems that can exdst inde-
pendently ar as part of e-learning
ayelems has greatly impacted
learder-tn-learner interacrions
Such sysiems useally combdne ussar
accounis with an activity feed and
praup arcas, which alloves for easy
nberzction among students hased
an tplcs, cowrses, 0F any educa-
thanal objectves. The ermergence of
peer review and eomment func-
rionalities enhances the collabars-
tive namme of this ELE T &5 501
dents obinin valeabie feedback and
leari 00 appreciate consiructive
criticism from their classmanes,

[singz mnline materials for collah-
oralkon improvesnent

The components of eoling

resaurces foster effecriveness in
inter-student engasements i an e-
tearning setting. Srudents are mot
lifndted to she g texr documenns
bur can alie exchange video files
and ather learning aids, which
enilwmnces understanding of varous
conceprs and ssues, The n'.'ll'llglJiI'Ilc,r
macure of ihe online forums and
ahared documents ensuees (hai
learming and the reinfarcemene af
imporiant  ideas  arg  done
Treqpaendly. Fo pae it all inoo nueshedl,
ihe changes in technology and the
urrivirssl accepiands of Che inleme
Fave turned p-learning DRlo an
rmpariant plaiform thad .wilun_w
incerochon smong kearners. Using
i wide range of comimatitication
und collaboration Eamres, andine
lEarving systems are avercaming
chaim boundaries, epcournging
active participatinn in disouss|cns
veganizing group wark, aned build-
INg 0 community ol lsamers, L
tbezipmed msd managed well by thae
e, the comribaion of k-
s to Che Learming [paccsses
threugh e-learning increases the
learméng expoemence aml devekps
e esserilal isimiveock sbility need-
el b 1l |_'|,|.-,|l,||k\-\ 'II'E-"I"I waii hid

T wrister 5 Clikd ai SoArsne S
B2 25 1l TR and Obaciar af Frainive
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Retllm]:.mg education with design
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o May 4, 2001, the National Test-
ing Agrmncy (TA) conducoed e
Natoml Elighility cure Exfrance
Test{MEET) UG 255 peross 552

cenires m Indie and 14 cenires

amization for ancergradiate metdied poo-
grammes. pames in the wake of sgpificant
controversies surmmdng last year's testa.
Trra]-ﬁym MEET Boed serious allegs-
ks of irrepakaritins, I.I'I:'I.Iﬂlﬂ.g-lﬂ:lﬂm-

ey acs rarking, cheating, and impereons-
tion. Zimilarty the UGE Natomal Eipbdiny
Tist (WET] of June 2024 — which qusiifies
cadidates for assistant professorshops, -
i, pixstarch Jeflowsips, and Pl sdmissiocs

—wascanoelled a day after s atmimstraion
Salien reports ennerged of qeestion pepers

being leaked and sold on the ctark weds,
Thees incidents, afecting lakhs of spiring

candidares, fove severely damaged trost

Irafia's exam svitim. Despic it sottnomons

akans im conducting entmnoe scommalons

fiar Eigher eccationl nseinitions, te NTA

wars uriaber 3 ciodid of sEspicion, even afier the

Llnion poverrment removed ibs dredtos AS
this imvelvesthe lives and careers of akhs of
andidates wihs work bard toclear the iough
tecr, it hevomes impermive Lo enaune fol-
prrof indzgmty of e am scosyEem.

In response (o these challenges, the Ceer
tre appointed 3 peven-member auHmiliee
afeopertsnd by Tir K Radhskrishngn, former
Chirman of ISR and Chagman of the
Beard af Grovermoes at [T Kenpue The com-
e was tmked with providng “recom-
mendstions on reformnin the mechsaismof
[he EeAminalion Process, IMprwemens =
data security profocnls, and soruchure and
fisnctionieg of MTA." The commiitss &ud-
mitked #8 report in November 7024 wild

the fallowing key reconmendations:

i1 Shifting 0 mt&:m::a.rmhfm'efm-
sihbe, angd h'npbn‘mﬁrljm_hrid rr.I:fd.ﬂil:{un-
bining digital question delivery with papsr-

hazed anewer sheebs; (@) Adopting & Deo- .

siage exam process similac bo JEE e betier
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NEET and use of technology

Technology-backed veforms and yobust protocols ave vital to restoring
| trisst and ensuring integrity in India’s examnahion ecosystem.

manage the L canddate pool énd eneble
more coenpneh ereve evalustin (21 b es-
Fily 0 LM pGrEeY Weeers [0 SR AR
+ Marsgnement; () Improsing Secenby probo-
ol anil expanding MT's disect conbrol over
2R CENLITRE D pediuin defesidentn i -
beermal Excilities; £ Emplemenging digital de-
Ihm{twﬁﬁmm-:rs cliser o aam e
i rramimise sty vuberatiiioes and (i)
Sesting caps oo the mumber cf atempts per
candicdet b0 encoFEe Lo prEparation
arnd rsenbvin fximags.
Cleariy mrourse o techndingy has ahwys
Been & prodint mve b ook only opbinse

todny’s mmm ecosystem et alse Ensufe.

greater integeny Sinee its-estahlishment i
BOIT, the NTA has snocessfully condiched
ntrGUE sxnms, mehding the JEE and the
Commom Mamgement Admighieg Teit
(CMGAT, and bas graduslly introduced teche
nalagy 2k wirions tages foo the conduct of
exeams 8 well & for declaring results. While
NEET 1 kas Imadromally b sdmanis-
tered 35 A sinple-sittng pen-and:paper xam
i Optical back Revognition (0ME]) frmee,
the NET, which had been computer-based
pince F0LA, reverted to the pes-ER0-DEper
AR mede n 204,

Orerall, exams conducted by the HTA
FEresent a0 ENprOVERED! OVET previnus
systems, though ﬁ':ﬂ"'.'-l'l.Eﬂ- peTEIEs: bach-
wical phitches, Emited exam windows,
ardisation maues, A SCoEiny CoNCAMETE-
garding the trisaporiation and stomege of
A msterisls,

Digspite technelogiciladanoes, pper ksks
continue ta nccurn Anding new chinnels
through crimirl syrdicates opecating on the
dhark web and encrypbed social media plat-
foerees. ‘While the dark web has besn impli-
ated in exem paper leaks, srinbubng blarse
sofely o this mediam oversimplifies e
problem. The dark web merely brdlitates
the distribtion of Teaked nfemation: ¥ doss
nat cregte the initkl bresch o the demand
for lesloed] papers, Soralarty bbaming the kack-

=g ol the T prenal diverts attention fnom
the ndectying systemic S5,

Theistegmation of technel gy a5 frans.
formed physical exam centres by cresting
2 robust Hend of draditional papervision
withdigital effciency: -

Bivwsitel; autkentizatisn: Thess sys-
b= verEy mndidate wlentities 'l'1t!1 pre-
cigeon, eliminating impersomion whik o3
pediting eniey pronssses.
liseesy b cemins: servers enables Lest-cromue
comtent updatis andostereed queson e,

Elactronir surseibence: Al-powereid
monibering supplements kaman invigils-
tnrs, flagging suspiciond behavioor and cre-
adrgcuwmmdimiuimui-ﬂ; .

Amit-checiirgrmagsures; Mobile signal
jameners and RF detectors prevent digital
cheating without dismepting essential cen-
tre 10n&

Hapid n_n'l'l' processtng: OME cheet
scanning 4L cenlres emables preliminary
repalt processing with digtal backup for
westicaton,

Cmtre wemapement sytare Sremmines
aleianes kg, seating MTRRgEmETIS,
and imvensory control Acros venues, ’

Dhygital docanmessdations: Creates sadittrails

Diespile operating in pliyss apocis, e
interventicns hawe significantly redaced lo-

« getical complexities, impeoved security, and

enhanced exmsbion mlegity wishe mae-
timerg thee tractitional centre expaticnos that

-y asseaament boands prefer, Efactvely

combating akages requires 3 coreprehes
aive sirpngy This must inclode streqgthen-
g Revti-oormu phion messees, OTrOVIg S

canty procncols, relorming the sducstion

wptemmremuemmmmum wd wd- |

idressing socioeconamic dispantics tat fusl
dememd for unfair athvantages.

Beyord the Rachakrshnin esmamibee's
muﬂuu&nmmamnmhmd:pmn
||1|;.:|;r|}|:|_|:.n1||:qg cutting-sdge Lu:n:hnu:ﬂn-mﬂ
shnuldalsobe u:q:i.l:l'-l::ﬂ-

Bt e ot Imple-
mertiig I;.l:qn' prI:ILlI":I-I:Cl."d,H'E with austi-
ghie aooess (rails.

MMWWUIEE&
perpriot, facial recognation, aed resined seans
ity liveness deteebo i prevent spoofing

Astapes pesfirge Sachmolagy: Providingeach
candidate with wnisue question Sets oo
rhuce Ehe risk of paper sl i

Decrmtratized dxdew dalinery: Ublimng
edge comgaeting 1o redure Tediaznce on oea-
tral servers ad misieese vulnestility to
evheramacks.

A B anidr M#-:iﬂ'ﬂ:l.rl' Deploymg
glgorithms o detect palterns indicaling
cheatmg of collusos

Bipckelsgin-dased reml®? peblicetion: En-
Surjoyg bansjEcescy and praven g unsi-
theriepd aferations.

Eestormg Eath in Indo's eam poosys-

., beam is imperstive. The spproprate apghs-

Lee of tecimalogy, dlongaide mbust fratn-
cils. will help rebild this st The 325

" NEET has been condurted with greaterdil.

igence, with techoology playing 2 crail ok
l:h.l:id:.l:n'lg:.mm‘emu’eaﬂl iransparemt
process, This time, the UL successiully
tiested Aadhzar-based fadal matenciction
tectmilogy at select NEET UG 2025 oim-
tres m New Dielhi, This proed of conospl
wae impemented in parteecehip with T
Martional niormatics Centee (WICHnd WTA
b ewaluiates the vinbaity of advanced it
ric verfcation for candidabe identfratim
The inithbve represents a siguiboint sd-
vaANOAmAl in exirraraben secriy prie
< forone of India's largest enmrance este.
The technolngy was sedmlessly intemaed
with MIC"s digital systemes md NTAs exsl-
ing sxm procedures, demonserating pob
tial for widés impHementation to enhance
mluwwﬁﬂnl [ ERERE 0SS
dompetitive exams. As we move forwand,
the Inbegretion of advanced socirity a8
ures and innovative methodolagies wad be
ezl o mainiAimng the mlegnnfﬁﬂn-
iba'e edumbonal d5eEsmaent £
i) .LL.-:
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STEM the Mental
Rot, Optimise Minds

In India, education is another name for competition. But the
gap between demand and supply of seatsin insti tutions, espe-
clally state-funded ones, is brutal. It gets wider at elite institu-
tions like ITTs, IIMs and NLUs. Even for those who survive the
entrance ordeal, there’s more to follow. Crushing academic
pressure deepens under-confidence, mental health struggles
and isolation, especially among students from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Toomany, unabletobear the weight, snap— ma-
ny taking things to the limit and attempting/committing sui-
cide. But much before this stage is reached, learning capaciti-
estake a beating because of debilitating performance anxiety.
Which 1s why steps like IT-KGP’s latest move to relax rules to
. balance academics and well-being, and
BITS Pilani-Goa adding stress manage
. ment to its syllabus, are welcome. These
tragedies, as the Supreme Court said in
March, underscore the urgent need for a
more responsive system to address factors
& that push students towards mental stress
- reaching a breaking point. Calling it a 'sui-
cide epidemic’, the top court ordered the formation of a task for-
ce to tackle the campus mental health crisis. NCRB data show
students madeup 7.6% of total suicides in 2022, with 1.2% linked
+o career problems, and 1.2% to exam failure. Weak grievance
redressal systemns leave students vulnerable toacademicharass-
ment and discrimination, while many institutions lack urgent
intervention mechanisms for those showing signs of distress.
Easing theratraceisan imperative. HEIs mustrethink rigid
evaluation systems and J'leest in building safer, more welco-
ming campuses. And this is not only about stemming self-
harm. It is also about extracting the best out of able minds to
optimisetheirtalents. o< \t&-
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Intellectual swadeshi

"An examination of Swadeshi erg
at producing material objects, b

STATESMAN (P-6), 07 MAY 2025

thought suggests a movement aimed not anly
Ut alse new knowledge. The swadeshi production

of knowledge was internationalist in SCOPE and in execution. As swadeshi activists

wers shutting
degres of intellectu
Prof Kris Manjapra

down to British goods

» they were commencing an unparalleled
al commerce with the world outside the British world empire,’
highlighted, bringing knowledge and intellectusl thought to

the Forefront of our understanding of the Swadeshi movement
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el embars & regidar o RSO
bt strugples o wrile or feas.
Lessons that others grasp casily
remgln onhsEing. Parents, una:
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Trar o work barder s not thaishe isnt toving
— ghi giEply an™ aypliin kap efrogaie,
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fression, tears, or medidowns. Eveoiualh; the
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ls knformeed, and soom, @ quiet addition
Juins the dlassroon: 4 shadow teacher —a
trained professioos] wivo poovides ore-on-
rmg suppart o children with Jearning dil-
feremees within maingtream schools.

Growing Meed For Classroom Support
“Tha fugsbar o chiddren dageoed with
autise specirum disarder (ASD) is rising,
and most sehocdiEters aren aqnizeed o
baradie them. That's whers o dhsdow fesck-
#r gleps In,” explains Copa Dalal, a Muss-
Tbai-bamsd speicial educator who works with
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mntiom-deficit hyperactiviiy dizorder]
herame motd coEmaon — &nil $a did the
demard for spacialisis who aold guiatly
gulde students through the sohool day

Today, shadow |eschers are often hired
directly by parents, with sthools farime
1k consend A SUpparL

Pargnis Hire, Schooks Copsenl
Indin efucational polickes —
fram he Right of Children in
Fron and Compalsory Edu-
calion Am, 2000 (RTE} do
the Rights ol Prrsons with
Disabdlities Act, BLG and

Empathy is
crucial.. Every
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Light from the shadow:
Why parents are hiring
teachers to sit in class

As awareness of autism, ADHD and
learning disorders grows, parents
and schools turn to shadow teachers
to bridge the gap in classrooms

these mases, when Paranbs g wiliing @
tring in shadow teachess, schools are b
B4 10 oollaborane,
ila Eaa -7 shadow mackars in
our school They're hived By pas
arils, but the school morilors
{hgdr pevformamcs and - uge
dies parants mpaEry [ 0
much-nesded collidaralion
{hart beoefits everyone, " says
Ruakl Shorma, special eduoe

?.‘l?é‘ﬁ‘,“f‘mﬁ" :T&Tmpﬁlﬁ; child is different, ... . Dows Potsic s,
ntlusive chissnsems lral Gy miﬂ"k Wasant Kunj The school's
ser Lo chikdren uf all abildies different shado teachers suppoel shi-

Wil elits privoie schosks
wlen  hova  molidiseplinary
dpevisl Education Maeds (SEN) sog-
Loas with spociadists among (hair sted,
mury private institutions ek che binlpod
ar persineel woaller el servicon, o

dengs with conditkoms such s
sivvere arociety, musoular
iy anl eerebial palsy
Simelady, M C Jindal Pohlic School's

Learalng Sills Conlne i Delhi provides
apecialzl support o sludenis with bearn:

iz diiffioudthes ke dyrsdexis and dysprophia,
nftan [necrparating privataly hired shedoy
bascTiecs alter sehood appeoval,

Mnst schonls renidire shadaw teachers
Lo sbmmit police clearance certiflenies and
gipn chikd protectlon Geclirallons

Kore Than An Acacemic Al

Shaidow tenchars — often fakned oo-ed-
pafors wilh dipbomas in spacial sdacation
— to wuch more than simptily clasaromm
tasks, They monltor studenis’ emotional
states, provent orices, ond boldd biidgpes
belween students, teachers, and pazenie
‘A pood gadow tmacher doesn'l push 2
child beyotd their capneits They red early
signs of amadety o IMipue and iniessee
wisely™ sy Deequ Bhat Mol & speech ond
Enguape patbologist. *Empatky @5 aocoal
They wmel siny cxfm dnong weeludewns

wiihiaud getting overwhelmed, Every child
iy dliferant, mry day I5 differecd.”

Thelr sapport ecbends Beyvond children
wirth developrmental |esoes. Students dealing
with seeial anxiety low sell-=stem, or ema-
tiomal challenpes glso benet fom Eaving &
steidy; nmderstanding gide by thelr side

i Mirror To Societal Change

Twrnty peara agn, when Shivank Kepoars
gnn wias dlagnosed willh auilsm, awareness
was viclialy nonexistent. =1t was g sllent
epideemic of wunsgpoien scruggles” che
recalle. Today as a child and ademscent
enursellor based in Molds, Kapoor sees
how msch progress b heen mids,

Anaunselling §5 no longer & iUy oF
am afterthought. [t's a5 fundamands] to ed
atation as lberacy iself” she says, Witk
rising academic pressuras and mvisible
sirassors, emotonal and peFchalngical
support s Ie woven info per edis
tlonal fabric"

Tha chanpge iz vizible on e groumd
HEvin Eve year &5, I'II-i-ﬂ-J-':I-l-'l'lﬁ‘lE'FluuH
demy their child's condiliomn,” says Gopa
Dalal “Todsy, there's greater willingmess
to learn aboikl ADHTL dyslaxia, autism -
and b sech help™

Fur Fraeth, an HE professional in Great-
or Woids, hirieg a ahadow teschar for har
mildly aatistic som Tejas (3) at The Wiadom
Trea Schosl was & furning point “Shad:
ows fre an edsdpdial Ivesimant daring a

tal child's early wears, They help levd]
ﬁ laying fAeld and strengthen theic fu
lure," she EAYE.
er. the shadow teschor was & short-term ar
rangement. “She Telpad oar son ganle into
the classroom end boild confidemce. But af
ter & year, we [elt 7t was time to sncourage
ndepsndemea. Shadows are valuahle, bof
paranls sl redssess thedr node peciadical-
e sos Datt, whose 11-yeac-old aow studses
2t Sheoran Internmtonal Sohood in Moddn,

The Challenga Of Cost
While shadow teschers are slondy hecam:
ing esserdial partners in mainstreas edu-
catlon, affccdabiliny remaing o hundls,

Expetis bellove the peefecsion is poised
o A transfor mation — [rom an informal
role o a structured vocation backed by
stantardised trafnkng and socreditation.
“Paresils somelises mistnkenly bire tok
Lion lEachers ar relaboves withont profes-
sional traiming. To mainiain gualily, we
ned [ormad certiBenrion asd dear pali-
cied o fntegralion imto schoal sefups™
gals Diewpa Blak Maic

But cast s @ sevlous merise Spdial:
il shedow tesshers with experence can
chfirps befwess Fi 15000 and Bs 45060 o
monih — an expense that many middle
elrze familles srog e 1o hee

"Bhixlowr are o gofeerd [or
famidies of childres on the aalism spec
Isam,” s Pallmed Shombor, mother of 3
Layear-cid boy with ASDL ~But ankess gmet
sugrpor | expands, too many familles will be
priced ol

As Indimn chssreams  increasmgly
evpalve boembrace dlversity, shadoe Leadh:
B e quistly rooeiting the cobeg of ine
clusion — giving elyildren wlw b aiC
Fevanrely ot just an eduction, b o faie
chance ab thelviae. 3

e e T .
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A stepup

As India climbs up HDI rankings, rising

inequality poses challenges

mid a disturbing rate of deceleration in

global development and a growing divide

between the rich and the poor, India has
inched up on the Human Development Index. In
the 2025 Human Development Report, ‘A Matter
of Cholce: People and Possibilities in the Age of
Al', released on Tuesday, India ranks 130 out of
193 countries, from 133 in 2022, It registered an
HDI value increase to 0.685 in 2023 from 0,676 in
2022, Coming on the back of two dehilitating
pandemic years, it can be said that Indias recov-
ery has been strong in the three fields HDI mea-
sures: “a long and healthy life, access to know-
ledge and a decent standard of living”. India’s life
expectancy, at 72 years in 2023, is the highest le-
vel it has reached since the inception of the index
in 1990 (58.6 years). Children, the report noted,
are expected to stay in school for 13 years on aver-
age, up from 8.2 years in 1990; and Gross Nation-
al Income per capita has risen from $2,167.22 in
1990 1o $9046.76 in 2023, It gave a shout out (o
programmes such as MGNREGA, the Right to
Education Act, the National Rural Health Mission
and other inidatives for the improved status, but
also sounded a word of caution about rising in-
equality, particularly significant income and gen-
der disparities.

The female labour participation rate may have
risen to 41.7% in 2023-24, as the Economic Survey
of 2024-25 pointed out, but a stronger ecosystem
needs to be built to ensure women join the work-
force and are able to retain their jobs. There is a
lag in political representation of women as well
with no indication vet when the constitutional
amendments reserving one-third of legislative
seats for women will come into force. Underprivi-
leged girls and boys sl siruggle to get an educa-
tion, and untl this anomaly is corrected, India's
HDI value will not rise. Though the report high-
lights that 13.5 crore (of India's population of 144
crore) “escaped multidimensional poverty” bet-
ween 2015-16 and 2019-21, income and gender in-
equalities have pulled down India’s HDI by
30.7%, “one of the highest losses In the region.”
The thrust of the HDR this year was on Al and
how human beings may benefit from it on deve-
lopment paramerers. India, it said, has been able
to refain 20% of Al researchers, up from nearly
zero in 2019, Going forward, India must leverage
Al to deliver on many fronts from agriculture 10
health care, education to public service delivery.
But it is imperative that proper policy and safe-

ards are in place to thwart the risk that Al may

deepen existing inequalities. s,

CM _ ‘; ]
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Crenr 3.5 lokh
children oged

s mmanths o

six years hove
benefieted from
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the last tws and
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Lighthouses of Learning

The innovative Mission Parivartan in Varanas has transformed thousands of anganmadi centres i oifrant,

erban 3f_rmr COFSITaines

tech-enabled, ehild-friendly spaces that addvess malmutrition, education, and

he Imtegrated Childl Develop-
menl Services (ECDE) -ﬂﬂpa.l":'
ment and snganuad) workers
e acritical role fe play in the
natinsi dislepment. Beyand jmt beng
wcentre for puthering children, an anpan-
wadl condre tn 2 phice whare larpe-scale
twwues ke malnoorishment and pre
schoal edoction are addeesond, & the
heeachi vt reapring the fruits
ol the d aphlc dividend, ineesi-
mend o ch 'y Fotune becnmies eaen
meee ceitlcal. & number of researches
Faves pevealed that the ikl vix years of
a Zhald life are crucial for both meonal
ured plivsical developmet, This haa ako
e recopmined i the Mitional Eoucs:
et Palioy
with the spirit of ITruFunuLn.E
angarmmdia [mbadvanced learming ces
s, &n atempe ivbetrg mods in Warood
i equip ther with both basic necess
ticd und adwinced lsarning infrastnuc-
ture, soch as smagt TV, Besines and
ralmeater harmsting spitesd,
solar pararla, Furmiture for
learming marials, etc. Migios Parar-
tan hax been bunched i Varsiad with
this abjective. This approach i nol Te==-
el o i o i ther el L Lo o
wide sralable and dislsizl-whis sintioes
to Lhes prebdern, 12 be Implemnented acnis
ol 500 wngamesdi contres in Varaad,
T Miisies Pasivirtan Infibyiien hsa
achirved] 3 remsarkahle msbesins = Lnins
Torsidog i cemtres pomss che
disirict over the last (hes yesn. As par
of whi becttssive, u batal of 2382 angn-
wndi buldings have been repevenaled,
with an impreigive 95 per Coml SA0A-
o Additieaady, 651 new angamendi
centnes Foree been consiracted, brifging
the tad ps 3,074, This craraformaiion
ums b prowide & eonducive leatnlag
:numn;:u H.I:Hur?s chiidaen, pr-.'.;
m Ir o reelopement ah
mﬂnﬂnu Creer 3.5 kafih chibdren sged
i moalss o mx ears bave benelined
from Hyieslerventios @ the Salrce over
the lisi two and & hall pears. 9
The ol anganwadl centers
= .:L':F:.::j';:r faatures, incloding the
safuratien of all LB Baic parameiers of
Kavakalp, such ax baby Jrieeatly poibzis

- =

r=n. 1oy,

-

Bovd e W v b Pochvee tom, o Botal oF T380 engarsadi buildine hass bes rejaseraisd,
withan irmpraades 4 par rond wrteraibes

hand-wasking anlis, Bala-bassd paint-
i and LEE TV do siippeot leming
and makie sdacacion more engaging for
children; Thas is alea ensising a am-
[vtekle asd Ersractiee SrEvincnms=ni.
Furibermors, these cendres am :fw
e i poanidsthe-
:';:Pll'b:h'lilh' mpi‘pﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂm maviable
fradures drciude Fosses Valiki 1o pro-
iee healih, byglena, and susialnabiliby
Capldnor play egpadpmient s akio boen
iritaled Do ennorage physical activity
ind development. The desips of Bexe
anganwadi centres has been kept incsn-
somamce with the ddem of learning and
menvtal proveth, Sroirieg Gl every part
of the cenire s ressaza smesce of sduca-
{ices, Peaercs such as wilablk oo, low
I ok wek s v
Irege. & i Erndine
activity comes with learning. and the
boikding’s archileciure 2l aE w
setiree af laning io the kd.

Hewand fusl e mfitruchint, im-
P likse fommimure, kitchesn ihems,
viige whenaily, boye, Fred-aid kigs,
and utility kits with mireos, pewel, and
nail cuftzr have alio been prosadod a8 all
cenires pn thal theied cepties [ cran mmn
1 berningby-diing model

In wrbsn arcad, Bikion Parlvasian
has mad e sagnibcand sirides in sddresy
ing the chafengs of space and land
weablabiliby Viery rasely heo any selu-
liee I the usban anganwad] cestee

peoilomy beem atsempied in the pasi, In
eily-bddad dsirricts and with 1he evi

growing size of cities. this problem is
expucied b Become even l.‘-\.r;?'l sevarE
in the future. This problem exisiod is
%01 urban argerrvadl centres In Vara-
ki, witdich wepe functioning in Smgy
shyeets and corrldiore T sddreo B &
tamal af TE0 rewr pented bubldings have
ks prosided ke acocanariadivie angan-
wadl conbres with Bew Fenl apTveTiel,
wibile 85 el snd unnsed Lings s
Ewan repurposed inin angan
u:ﬂtdh':;. a5 Pm;:ﬁm and
e o ’ .
wadli cosgtren m& np I:ﬁ:—
gesied areas. essuring accessibility and
corresnience. These Pogla Cabing have
been particulandy effective in solring
1hl~|wur;.f-s:ru-:! COHFiinty, iy
an | £efleed [ npevals in ppu-h
ﬁbﬂmunﬁ ‘The cenlres mow ceist
If sir-condbnned poime wich
smart ¢lasses for learning. The oiice-
desaried anganeed conires sy Bave
orvei | lakh childeen poo BTET)
them iy S fing
Adciilance aene [ram engineering
d?mnu. CSR 15, iad MG,
who deviscd standard pakdelines an.d
evnhed modeb o6 sddreéi hicall Bsyes
Subsequently. all Seld st wers ratsed
n ase lhw_ﬁ-ud-hum mndels
Supervhon sigieviwedy warkers alas
plased o piaatal eole in sdopting new amd

£

==

upiredied tools of fearmung, (ke tahlets,
smarl T'e, snd various keurning male-
riaks for childnes

A hupe challenge was oo ensore bied
¢ ner centres, idancifring rented beild-
Ings In urban areas, and planzing the
priecity smd Inmstion in L feeshesr Dt
benefined che whobe dsmictin &
rrranresr. Vsskdy mestings wers hald with
Si.I'PII'\I"H-UH- PO, and B0 b csar-
dinate theee eflort Slandasdised new
el dgresmeas were drafted. Withan
4 monith of thess iniervmbons, seauka
marsad coming up. Fos mosSbsring dir
leren I.IJI::Iﬁl'.‘I:I.H:I.B. @ contred mam was
s=i up ak the B20DE office, and Goagle
Pormy vwere wond for FEpOrting oo
-.-u-igmii;ru.d.h:m:. CSF:.“ LA i
hin roling oot the programese
Help f-:l.m'! from compasies like Vedania
and Relianee Foundaton, Beskdes TSR,
WMGMEEGSA fands, Gram Parschayal
Frarsde, amd Crtieall Clap fisads were dleo
eadined 1o bridge small gags i the cam-

i such ar for Foehan Vatike, ez
ﬁhnn. boundary H#EILUFHJ
e LECITE TS o e o politic
leaderstip

The tmpect @l hMusice Parivan
tan has bees proloand. Adendance at
an vwrdl cenbres ban increaped sig-
Ti nlf!.'\—l'runi-ﬁp-t:{:l.l.lil:l:lﬂl:lpﬁ
et —Lacdied egroved & H
meni and rnI]I::HEum among shikdren.
Pl reovar, aceere malhouribenent kid
decreased deamacically, fram 7.7 per
el 10 V12 per e, rellecting he
effectivensnn of M pragramme. Learm-
ing cureames have legroved drasti-
caily, HIPLID assessment resclis skow
i remmarkable impaverest froin 90 For
ook o ovver B per cen for Clase 1.0
drmks in gEvEIIOMERT Primary s
Farenis ars now sending their chikies
o angareadh cEntres insiead of privis
play sciealy, Righiighiing the winccess of
the Iniiladye

What has been dachigved in Varanesi
under tye inapired Jeadership o this
young LAS crr, Himanilu Txgpal.
& wmiring, Hens is o mosdel that can be
repdicabed and scaled theoygh peblic-
peivata parinership iy the Lrue spml of
ey of Gaod.
hl..lh Vs fiill'ﬂl.l.'l'l fne prrs=isl

i
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Arra lswas

hSarya it Fan's 1980 sarrical

By fim Fral Ralar
lﬂdlhﬂllﬂﬂu:l"h'lu‘llh o

the Diareoed Bng”, the Blucason
Wirburer o i b di webuad ahzaihs
b rmghi i dchaal, Finally, (e MinEmer
desis the schoal 1 the S0y & e
peResceinn of e mnemparay ward, o

ofarml., an Leajue univeralty,
:.nnl:n&ml]i':’ drerdbom, azd
Harem, e ol Zew snd nehes A seriean
ey, b cheses 4 hggally defed 1,
oni wodlld wander whil ecademic
Secdim ks and Wi g scopis and
limiradansame

W rhen Predren Prarosh
Aeukheres speke i tha "Infernations]
Dududhl ol Covileaan™ i Makaida i 2000,
b Livvoeed Makisda and Tasdls, the
arsiedi usdssrsidies, 1o phch £ an
smisphere fee bom prejudioe. anger;
Windenos, arsd docrrines, “Tr st be
crmndurtas 1o fee S Inefectual
peresariars,” be paied

A dificule path

Pimrwnevisr, I8 (e 30 €5y, alsass. Schalas
win daagrosd wih chisndh teakapy er
v i wpE £ cEUrch desrm
cnafospeatle risked permoiticn b
ekl Fura pe. n,

‘afhelm wen Homboldl ook led & nie
urewirsityin Beirlin L e darly 150
corwery. The Reridetienial prisciples of
neadamic (ridedos - resdamm of scienily
Sanpaiey and the wniBcaden of neseandy
mxd ieschiag - weére lisliaionilsed s
st T Lo oder counmsies by the
Hanboddsan msdel o bEher ediucathi.
Tonkay b wozn gl p rruache up coneape of
araikiawiat Irendam fan b seminand dp
Rl sudeais hie the cighi s i ia

HINDU (P-12), 09 MAY 2025

Is academic freedom a made-up concept?

= e
v welcoar: Frotmiers rorth sgac

wak Hhar Truess: sdmingiliatkon's salcieh ol L Seaitad STy,

-

podidnd by sl poooavisbilly” bore P urvvy it o B Vs, LR 8 8 SHGN

andcadesm b girnciment fnos oy
i b ierfeoenios, ared pepchers have
e righn 1o mesrun. The righe of j=achers
o0 el gRee n pocial and politicsl, ool Sgoe b
W defn Siigh lm oy 2007
publiihed in e Hoisiam Law
ﬁ?ﬂ-ﬂ Lawe Echond professor Keid
E. Whiniegnon sansd Sar srverd e
coromined i mmik-seekinp and the
hml.l:nmlh*l.:rm [E=1 ]
“ranni o thaim far academihe freedsin
F.lr.:h-nr.: wnd mabiuciedR”

B2 1l UndERC0-orgenbes] Inismaticml
Cofenimee i Miee i 2950, the
Unuersities of the lﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂl::hli kar " ik
TN 1o parsue knowdedga For b own
sakoe ared 03 folivew wherersr g deieely
P eruitly vy bandl~ seeadomibe freedom
Wik Lhen g an ~(he Mhesdoe i
condect research, meadh, speal, ani
pabligh, sulsect fo the normns and
sandards of echotuly mouiny, wion
Inlemerence or penally, whirever the
sednehy far mreth sl issderandng mey
leaud™ a1 ihe Fed dnmiial Glohal
Collogeinm of Ushsrsby Frevidenis hald

at Columibia Ualeersicy Ln 30405 Dut s
aned socomplishing academic
Frmarnre really s

ranicinge, which are brgely hosed no
et h papers.

‘Fublish or perish culpre

Flaey siericasi b podieys = pulbiishy or geatish® |

culnire? Coales &, indeed. Cnie
SHETUA CA TR ENCRpTl ek 20 abed
Erurcane Briteh physiclss Peser Higes, well
Engem ar the Higes Boson, B siared thes
by became “an emhosTramamem m Lhe
drepammens miken oy chd rewarch

e men | morechry” and (o he wolkd
s micat |ky bows fred o hisjok =

| the Liiveniicy of Edinsurgh i he 2ad nst

Iseee sonisaied fow g Nobed Frae
1530, Houwaver, he thil e ise
hawonid ok b deemund “producthe”
rncugh in bedey's azadenik fpmes, 2o
imthremiiby k] ke Rbm, This, seday's
Fadnilc SysiEm desrs’t swn PR &
fenure Mobal wizner i
onduct ke Seen nisedrch Withour
i, dhers i cooph O
L

Te=way In & preschedsled framesok of
onkersny aErrubom, Furdbsnsn, i
Ameraan Biclogs jerry Covne parica
peclegy leicher who casoady infooms s
siudents that the eanh s Oat 18 nox
Eaerrhing academic Eredom b raer in
Esiling In his dudes. Compared io
freedam of wpeech, p::llrrrrhm
st iy more limbisd. For sustacce, &
reracadionic dun critiche (e
effiinEe i of VaCcoirees, BUL M ey can
mky dho xweich sccdiomie Breedioe i
Tuirea Lhi umﬂyamhﬂemﬂ.

asidl, impertanty, soalemic B
syt Toi d i) i4 & E00ITYLS paolibes
arvd socery o ihe me would have
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Human development:
Gapsdelay goals

ndia has made aslightimprovement in its ranking on
the latest Human Development Index (HDT), but the
report also shows that the country has much more
to achieve. It has recorded a three-place rise from its
2022 rank 0f133 0130, out of 193 countries, but the fact
remaimns that India is still in the bottorn one-third of the
world. According to the Human Development Report,

years badly set the country back, just as much as the rest
of the world, India’s performance is eredit-worthy in
three areas. These are “along and healthy life, access to
knowledge, and a decent standard of living”. India’s life
expectancy improved from 56 6 vears in 1990 o T2years
in 2023. Children's tenure in school increased from 8.2
yearsto L3 yearsand the per capitaincome from $2167.22
to $8046.76 during the period. Initiatives such as MGN-
REGS and RTE have a rolein this.

However, India also faces serious challenges i other
areas - there is a high level of income inequality that has
reduced the country'’s HDI by as much as 30% While
inequality in health and educa-
tion haslessened, itremainshigh 3
in terms n]t;gmder and income, @ TITTETH hingﬂ
Female labour force participa- .
tion has improved but remains  IRSAL CILLLY
low. Political representation of il spots but
women is also low and the consti-
tutional amendment to improve !HHES suchas
this is yet to come into force. WU A
Much of India’s neighbourhood
mirrors these shorteomings, ex- iTlE[[!laHﬂl'
cept Pakistan and Afghanistan U481
- both have reported poorer per- = — -
formance. China and Sri Lanka
have secured higher positionsin the index

Globally, the report shows that human development
has stalled to a 35-year low because of various factors in-
cluding the Covid pandemicand the economic slowdown
in most parts of the world. The annualll-mlmcreaﬂ:was
the lowest in 2023 since 1990. A positive takeaway from
the report is the widespread hope that "’“T'ﬁ':‘“! Ineelli-
gence (AT} will boost human development. It is expected
that AT will improve pmdum‘:ﬂt}'. create jobs, and show
results in areassuch as Edmanqn and hfﬂllﬂl Thereport
says India has been able to retain 20% of its Al research-

The country needs to use Al in dﬁrers_E Me:kssuch as
ﬂm;jtulztul'f healtheare, and public service delivery, Ar
:ﬁ; Sy Friceey adoption needs to be backed by ﬂll'ff'“E
policiesand safeguards to prevent Al from exacerbating
inequalities. a1} & /



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-6), 10 MAY  2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text


" Trails of

MILLENNIUM POST (P-10), 11 MAY 2025

the Learning Curve

Based on extensive fieldwork in seven diverse stum clusters, From Shanties to School by Manimala
Roy is a deeply insightful exploration of how India’s economic liberalisation in 1991 catalysed a
stlent vet pomerful educational revolution in the urban marging of Dethi
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PLUGGING A GAP

[TTupscaling projectisa beginning towards addressing human
capital needs of industry

RADITIONAL WORKSHOPS ARE today giving way to manufacturing units that
demand digital fluency, competency in data analysis, Al and robotics-related

skills and the ability to work with climate-friendly engineering technologies.

However, for at least a decade, surveys and reports have been flagging the skill
deficits of the Indian workforce. Only a small fraction of graduates from the Industrial Training
Institutes (ITT) get placed in the cutting-edge economy. The deficit also means that a large
section of the youth lacks avenues and support systems to realise its potential. The govern-
ment’s move to overhaul ITls was, therefore, long overdue. Last week, the Union Cabinet ap-
proved the National Scheme for Industrial Training Institute Upgradation and sanctioned
the setting up of five National Skilling Training Institutes (NSTI). The Rs 60,000-crore scheme
aims to forge links between the technical education ecosystem and industry.

Established shortly after Independence, ITIs were intended to serve as vocational train-
ing centres for the emerging industrial sector IToday, India has close to 15,000 such institutes,
Nearly 80 per centof them came up after 2006-2007 when the National Council for Vocational
Training relaxed rules, leading to amushrooming of private ITls. However, abetted by afaulty
monitoring system, many flouted even the most basic norms. Audits conducted by the
Directorate General of Training revealed that accreditation was granted to ITls even while
they were under construction or lacked basic safety measures, The government’s move to re-
strict the new programme to 1,000 ITls could streamline the system,

Twenty lakhyouthwill be skilled in the revamped ITls over five years. By conservative es-
timates, this would cater to about a fifth of the human capital needs of industry. The Il up-
scaling project should, therefore, be seen as a beginning, Several experts have argued that

the task of schooling professionals for the smart economy is too enormous to be left to gov-
ernment alone. A tenth of the new programme’s costs will be borne by the private sector,
which hasbeen accorded a more active role in designing courses and training faculty. The gov-
ernrment must nudge industry towards enhancing its engagement with skill d%@mﬁ&f
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The educational landscape, its disconcerting shift

dication bis historically been regarded
as the cormersaone of soclenl :
advarcement - a realm where critdesl
thinking, free imquiry, and the parsalt of
krmodedge could flouwrish, AL s besz, higher
ecucanon bad always cultvated intellectasl
independence, marbared dissent, and inspined
progress across disciplines and sodeties. The

bonndaries of uman undersianding were
concmually pushed through unfemered disloges

Yo, in recent decades, the adocatbinnal
landscape, eeperialy within universites, bas
vredesgune & prodmind ard disoonoe g shilk,
[rstihstions ooce celshrated for Smtering
independent thought e appear oreasingly
corsarained Ty bireaeratic contods, mdemal
mandates, and ideodogical garekeeping, Rather
than serving as labaratories of imnovaton and
milsrance, the Canadisn thinker, B Giroux,
s NPATEites becoming engines of copdormicy,
priarttising managerial effidency and market
aligriment ceer academic Feedom and
intedbectual integrity, Iesdoctrinarion, indmidsgian
and incakerance become the centml ingredlents of
aducatian.

From Endepepdenes o ceniralisaton

& particufarly disquéetang development i this
dedine is the uryielding pemtralisation af
academic carricaby, Bn the pact, universites
enjoyed corsiderable auonomy o oraft syllabi
talbored to chelr srudenis’ peeds, By
expertize, and the shiftig conbours of mielsctzal
quW|mw.ﬂrklnd¢urdunn I8
shadily ereding. Gentralized agencies = he they
grvernmenal bodies such 3 the Unirersity
Gramts Commission (AGE) or fameworks sich as
the Natinnal Edocanon Folicy (MEF) -
incregsinghy dictate the strscrane and comtent ol
academic prograinmes, These prescripgions are
often influenced ot Ty acadesic mer or

P al phiicsaphy, but by sconomis
Jm partissn Eanings.

The UGE, ariginally insended fo cocedirate
academic andards, has mutated intg &n
instruimient of comtrol. [ diciates appomimenes,
interfieres bn adminiseracion, end shapes
cmicula, afien th]hf:m regard s F;;rmuadmﬂ-:
jud 1, ther oeming the armofa
o Rt e duen s
erincal chinding. Lot u= b chear: thisis not a
szandards — it is sbout sabmission, Under the
guize al regulation, the UGS has ercded the
autcnomy ol Indian oniversitses (o the paint of
extinctiom, Tl promiss of sellposernini: has
bean replaced with husesacratic rutelage. An
insrimunion ihan s uidpped of snnoey in (o
seliscuan, resgamelt directom, and protecting of
dlissenl ceases to be @ umbversity in asy
mezninghul sense

The ronseguenced af this ceriralization are

|

nag taught TuRera

ir=d Literary Thaany

i Panjab Lishsaruky,
Chardigath

|nsinticms
e selehrarsd

far [Qstering
independent
thughl, now
[ace
hareacratic
contrals,

mandates and
ideological
gaekeeping

| faraeaching. It undercurs nos cnly academic
auganmmy but aka produces compliast drones,
regiments intellectual discourse, and
marginalises allermathe perspeciives, When
spllehi are srandardised -Bi':ll'tﬁ TRgions and
Irestihations, the intellechaal eoosysiem becaomas
manolithic — devoid ol diversity, nusnde, or
raclical frnpvathon. This intellscnaal flacening po
ooy sililes creatvicy bt also discourages the
interrogation of dominant narrathees and recefed

Pressures oo the scademic climate
Historically, carmpudes bave played a visd role in
camlysing soclal change - whether In
and-colonil movements, civil righs struggies, or
pro-demoeracy upcising, By exerting oo rol
crrer what B vaught and how it ls maght,
policymakers and adminétrators snsuns tat
rversiies remakn compliant father thin
confronatioeal, Sappressiog ritcsd perspecies
ensures thar higher edncatinn does ot produce
citizens who question sothorny oF imeging
altiEEcatives b tha Smnus quoe. Take, for instance,
a reseanch scholar who gives a reference 1o Nosmn
Chamiky's views on the decling of democracy ar
talks ahour nationzlem and human rights, There
igevery chance that the soodend and bis
sapervisorwill be by the sate, 2

| preposterous ntervention indeed,

Take, for Ftance, the resangence of
reactionary politics thet hes led @ increasing
Etpefarenon i eeadermsie alfalrs. Sehakrs whoss
poditics, cofperae exploimdon. of natonabs!
rhemric often find themsehes marginalised,
defunded, or even expelled of deported. Entire
discipliees, expecilly in the sodal sclences and
humanities, are being dehinded or dismissed as
p.-_'ujﬁf.a,l,lg.'ml:md.

Such pressames hase had an unserding effect
oo asademic life Teachess, wary of professional
reqrisals, hegin m engage in sl censocship,
Comiraversial research sopics are sidessepped por
ot oof disinneress, butout of fear. Srodenis, oo,

| siraregic

internatise this climate of cagdan, refiaining from
o b e i

8 i pe peer
backlseh, o thrests 1 their Rrhere careers, The |
putcome & a smothering isellesual cimae [
whvere fear of dissent crumps incuiry, asd
oonformniny i mistalen for collecties wisdom,

resulbing In the decling of public intellechzls.

n;l;'uj-n:]h;rﬂﬂzen;hmh' :nrp-:num = I
£aim e hsation o
Higher adiscation. Lh'ﬂmmrt o longer
viewed as public Instcuioes dedicand
Imorwledge and soclal advancement. Inseed. they
arg meaced ¥ bosrmssen, axpected o gepEnne

| arzract imvestment, and enhance their

beand tmage. Thee logke of the market pow |
pgoverns the priosities of edicationsl Instinitons,

reshaping both what s taughs and wiy it is
s, The corparate carrupsion of highes
aducation and the wrecking of the usiversity s

Inclead }

. disciplines that promise
irnesedia e financil refurms — such 2 cechnoiogy,
frusiness, and engieering — receive sulbstiilil
funding and institurional sppont. Mesinde,
Eelds that emphasise critical thought, ethical
rellection and Bisiorical imderstanding - such as
phillesoqiy, ibersturs, ad the arts - are
sidelined as urproductwe or irrelevanL. The s
al edueation & thus reduced to it markerabilive,
and knorwledpe becomes a commuoding w be
consumed Tather han A pursor o be cherished.

It f& oftem seem thar Gculty members are pot
immninie 10 these pressures. Acidenmic faoios am
inghy subject W performatve pressures,
ugh mqu.;s_ud:ul:m]:l.r;h:n
ae

il
counis and student satisfacion raid
protifesation of global aniversiny
exacprbares s e, prioriising conformiy o
wermem narms and sandardizad mefrics over
indigenpur intsilectual racditicns and
cosent-apecific inquing This regioee incenrhises
branding and replication of exwermal
muodels, rather than geruine acadenic
Innevaciom,

Acadlemic Fovernance 4% a comcern

This shift bas alsa alvered the amscrre snd the
eifos of ademic grvermance. Universiny
|nsderstin, ¥ 2 oow can coeprise
admindsrarars drawm from corperate

| badegroands racher than onky academic. Thase

Incividials will, isderstandably, being with them
& maragerial mindser the privileges eflicency,
fuaniEable ourpais, and beand visihilioy over
schodarly rigour and pedagogical richoess,
Furthermare, the apeodnmnent of Yice
Chanoeliors from oon-academic Ackds
comgromises the collegial culbore of universites,
disconmecing declslon-maldeg [Fom maching and
research realities.

Visily, the présailing trend of appointing
academics lacking mielkcnal engagemant with
ﬁﬂlh?nutmdmiliumnkumabnﬂ
sebections. T acddress this, universites shoald
prioritse appoiniments grounded i che
intellectial ethes ol liberal ams and scanoes,
ensuring that selectkon procedures are rigorous
and objective

Thve cxfsfs of educarion hes, thereliore, ar is
care, a crisis of imagination. The unbeersity mss
st all cosrs be preserved as a sanctuary ol
intellevnel il whers merit is not the

EJMJ'E Fallure ro o s0 bnperils pes anly
rolcation Dul ek de very iiea of democracy. iy

rechalming the umiversity's essesce, e restate
th transformative poiental of owledge, rather
than reducing it o mere fmnsaction. "';"Jﬂlc‘:
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Financial mathematics
The key to thriving global finance industry

A financial mathematics degree is the application of mathematical

Lo financial theory. Such

SAM MARSH

ilh geopolitics incroasingly uncertaln,
manyare seckingways ionavigate
through challenging B, Mowhers
4 s maare tnee than in the finemcial
markets, where stakes ars high and
the fwture unknows But wiile no
ane bas a crystal ball, some put
thiemseives ot 4 Iremend ous advan-
tage - and & competitive edge in the
joi ket - by edpcating Hwemiselves
om thewnrkings ol the system which
kies behind global fnance: the coal
ratiousalicy of financial mathemat-
S
Mathemaries i indifferent w0
politics, And whils it cannot Letl
you which way miarkats will move,
it ean quantify how far they
miight tige oy fall, and give
yiold the coals o protec
yourself againel loss-
es. It can help
. YO [
%, idecide

whesher

you in identifying lora-

tinnal pricing. By strip-
ping away exlianeous
derail, it can raduce the gvec:
whetming complexity af the plabal
financial system to a small number
of cofe assumplions. J't'pp]id:rl:g
athentatical ressoning, the lngic
by el asaet prices and the trade-
offs hetween risk and reward are
rovealed. Analyse the dafR. apply
ihe theory. and get ahead of

the game.

i -
1Y . '\-".\__;_
. - e
1o buy Dr_\‘v.,q_ 'L._
sell, and aid -

. %‘@
A

cizs are designed lor indivld
who are keen to understand whﬁnkm the ﬂn:ﬁ::ml :.Imkeu u::lﬂs

W

Why study financial
mathematics?

At the hearr of & flnancial
muthematics dogres (3 U appli
cation of mashematical rigaur 1o
finansial veory. Such degrees ane
designed for individuals wha ang
keen b understand what makes
the Orancinl markers tek. With
care and meiiculpus analyeis, sim-
plicity can be foand. Truths are
revealed that were previously
obscured, and Naobel Prize-win-
ning thearems are |aid b

U Hy nb!ﬂhinu #p under-
atanding of stochastlc processes,
datd Eclence and cconomics,
arnong other things, studenis of
financial matematics gain essen-
cial skills required far decision-
making in high-siakes
envirenmentis such as

S

STATESMAN (P-11), 13 MAY 2025

Inweerment banking, insurance,
and corparate finance. They
acquire the amabytical 1ools neces-
Aary 1o tackle same of the mast
challenging and pressing Issues in
the finance indugtry, often 1shnig
coding environments such 63

Python and | to analyse real-world

data or create bespoke financial
applicationg

tlosr courses will cover the
theary behind financial mathenat-
e’ most Famaus resulls, as used
by tradlers the workd pver, includ-
ing the Black-Scholes equations
and the Capital Asset 'I-'rlm_ng
Maodel, Those who underssand not
Just how o apply the regulie boy
also the UL-B-DI.’T thal underlies them
will'be wall placed 1o apet oppor-
tunities that may nie be apparen
10 all

Career prospects in
jal

mathematics

Gradumsies
with sxparrize in
Annancial mathe
Eadice
e In
high
tdemand,
willy
diverss

apparmEmi-
thes kn miajar
fnancial
hubs across
the world,
including
India's np‘iﬁ.l'y
ﬂ:p:nl,‘.:l,ng finiech
and hanksnF seCs
ters, The rise in

fintech and the growing impor-
tange of dais-driven decixion-malk-
Ing meean e is an increasing
deganad bor professionals who mn
understand and apply mathemat-
ieal principies o real-world Bnan-
cinl chinllenges,

‘The hiphest fnancial réwards
are Hkely e found in iovesonem
banking. where the thearetical
ComeEpes o0 portolls canstruction
and risk fAnAgEmenl ane esental
1w the job. Ao wndemsianding of
Tt {iperesl rates affect vahoaions
and how ta gauge the level of
retum necessary far a given |ewel
ol risk-taking allows fraders to
make infermed decisions on mar-
ket ppporend des

(hers may seek p career in
Insuranes or actuarial wotk, where
evaluadng Enanciz] ritks and accu-
rately planning cash Oaws, and
hedging sirategies are crucial
Weld-be accountanis will benafit
fram a selid undersmnding of the

theory that underiies thefr argani-
sAlion's Ooancial structure, sspe-
clally whian mergers and seguiss-
tains are an the cards,

The skills develaped in &
[nancial mathemakcs degree are
widaly nppicable. Even chose who
ll]'lﬂl:\SE oL L FIJFEI.DE E CAEEr LT
high finance will gain o desp
understanding of how ic shapes
sooiety and drives decisipn-mnk-
i, eseendal akills for business,
EovEromeEn, journalism, and
many other aspecis of modern
sacieny.

Az India's hnancial secmor com-
rinues (o grow, there has never
bty & Derter dme for sbadenis ta
inwest in this apecialised area of
stady. Whether motivaled by
career ambitions, 8 desire o
undesstand 4 fundasmenial pan af
enidemn sockeny, of simply the lowe
of the subject, the ch & &nd
bty ol Eal mvn choeama e is
samething v embrace,

The wricer is 3 univers oy toacear B
i Resralics o the Unisersiby of

Shestolo, UK gyt s

o
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Learmng without borders
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n l.k‘il:".'ﬂ‘"llﬁ e g ucabiomal |||ﬂ||;-_‘“_|1[ i

e goReTnIeny, i T oo Chled

that educatlon s been freed from the

shackles of previoys governmenti: sl
T'"LH“"F; Labe, endirg dght fouy midde schood,
i seitment oF Scheduled CreteSeheduld
Trdbe tenchors, and, the empowerinein of Mo
girl sidente. Bt primardly, 1 is saied fha e
Biantiooal Bdue stion Pollcy (NEP) 2020 “will
eitilde an edurarkmnl revalszance™.

Inall these iiterances, the seminad pob il
b fomgod e s thae carr edmealional system
remabns clusess snoul the sape-shiiling
it kedpace — oomely, the enspkernifioy of our
wrnluaces ns a workloree,

Eabacarion Tas ooy B emiblies, B
enervanes and eleviies, As Vivekanand: sid,

e oy enspeners ane o stared om omes oo
leet. After 78 years of Toollslily gaenhiling
exrellenoe fn sy, lid i squnndered both
Woumg people are wmabilke o And waomingfid
cnyphmyment thal i ceitmensicabe with
trabiming that (e nune bave received, The

chizy b e nat weathotbee paper o which they
ate printed.

i WI;:E:E;IETEW oo wre s
cleabed or Longress pot or i
Bhiragiva Janaea Farty kegile, The pmesent [y
clecied govervment bas the responsbility to
clearss these Angean swhlkes, Nowor wmind bal
the MEP 23000 ix the fourdh such docwsent thad
was sapposed 1o die s ofter the Rodbakr Bhnan
Camunsskon (19481 ihe Kothar Comnsssion
LIBG6Y o che Cibers’ Colsmission JRSEL

A g schicatiom & oee with sm aptiemm al
deptd and bineadib, Tegl Shome ispearis e
(] ienl e perrise (oc empdoyedhilite. Breadih
provides lexibility in a rapldly deugdng Aetilelad
intetligenee-driven eoosveien, where those in the

Jody ivarkier nieedd doocowstamily re-tradn themsebees
i e extinc i

& bigh rate of edocated aensplogmsent
There is barehy g evidignee, fur vears on, thm
e o thie MEP recoenmendoioos hivio b i
il effeed. In 2025 ndia's oveeall gracdune
erivployabality 10 b 426%, which is praeticaly
the sasme a2 (he 14375 al 2028 Shadlarly,
kil pe-intensve coapligment i the year
2020 ooy stank an 18725 Multiple endries and
exits. o aflmark of NEF, hove only créabed
owe-rpieling ond poorhy paying e-abbmene fis
T figh vne ol colucabed snempricyiseei
eriliry aluorwes ibal cdusciition iy India i achmlly
chisemipeweering smubeues, The MET b nerent e
il mnevar Bl sl of N 20
cerai y LLE wiii byl i Bavawinl cuslsioming, T
ST 1% ol el Frumckally vamvsilsle ol

T LT TP T [T ey PR TN S R PTRT PEL M TEE Y

such s bnlian Krow leckae Sedtenis (5L mocher
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In India, education without employment

¥

Ganitam B,
Desimju

ta Prefvegar Erveritus,
Irediain Wistitiije ol
Srieniee aaid
Ssingudsed
Frodesua, UFEE
Dekradim, maih i
THERS -
publicafions ravo

ol 928

-

Ii .
Blirle Sumpga
I IM5A Semiar
Sdeinsl a1 the
Fvinmal rakitehe of
dedvonad Studdes,
loduier
Wiee-Dharseller, Anna
Lireweraity, farmes
Dirscter, HT S
and borrvees Bean,
e ndifide
o Sekaace

The ehacnclionad
sysem s
Cluedeas ahoat
L
canpbooyabality of
linliys

ptia Towmis e

& warkiece

| mmpue learning, changing hisiory rexdbooks,
feesiibibe cumrrioula aded 2 com phewe absmoe of
mithodolngy to effec ¥ recommescdatioes, the
WEP 1 n dend fesh I the water, 1t dopeneds an
conrse chivich akme S et inbalaces,
nol {kal the course comtent Msed
iy b warriorble. 1 18 nodewg e bl b e
ward ol 2 single memiber from ndustoy ar che
buginess sectars In the comipioiee thai draed dhe
HER,
A undvers iy seamlesaly misgraces

wiith deptb, 1t = clabmed ehan chese has
beeem 0 rearkabile ingpemament from the pas in
that 1l edan universities rme rankiad In the g
6 Wark] Uedsesslny Romkings (WUR) S00, clearly
echiing e selictve nammrtive of Kuszio
Duacquarelll, CEO of 08, who wis geuermis in his
pralse of India, wivie elensing WUR 25 Mr.
Dmedunmell queted e 318% ncrease o the
performaeee of Indian imiversities, s the kighas
growsh anwoeg ha G20 natims, quistly woiding
menict ¢l hoth s low making (@howe 1000
amd bow protilication quality, To wi, Tndin's
ﬁlmﬁﬂw@mn]mtiémﬂﬁ rank

n lor quakcy] during

20008 whichy was ITh asnong 1 eountries in ibe
G, beglued up adntivibly o Wth poslifon in
2024, Such "Increnses” himee boen outed by the
Minlsizy n its Tress Infiorivelion Huresiu pres
redeadie ol Peboumry 10, 3028 15 bas abeo Been
ciatmed tha this bs e feas wdven Indian
uniserttios shmorased the Tighest perfionmance
Improwsemrai anuoeg 48 G50 nackans. 1t ls
Ureliewihbe trat by this diglial ecs, the
pereerrmienl hias Bl to recognise and
uekerstard the comumsarcl implications of O,
THE are] sl apencios and thin possons For
thedr shewsed ol decepiive makyses.

A migsing trinsparency vn propects
Mega reseirch projects wen cimried ot with
et fnfare smd ammbdst o eedia blit bia O pas,
Thesse: I tlue Mew Millensiun project
(CEIRRETTLE, thr $10 Akashy painber profiect, arul
the TAMRINT (iMPacting Besearch INnuwaton and
Technology) praject MHRD

Tt fajocts were 0 fhe Boeelighi R4 yonrs,
Tt 1w prabfie i nar sware of the eme g of
il innended produecte o processes G e
projechs om which Samidrechs of vrornes Al CERpETT
ey has boen el 1L does ool masict
witvethiy D projecrs weie IIHI'&%‘:' o sl
dowen by the Comggress or (he 14T Wik o, a8
i8S, i e ke 6 B el TIOcgc Wi
sl o Ty,

frwin's Cdihal Aot ke 2110
re et g i capabeiiic of b
Crr renitks i 00, TS k208 were T B, disd
s Walepsl & sl Mk hevn | Bl fi GH] iy

pounskes 0 annd T, mespectively, T G Tevenk

the workd's iop ST clusbers & two instration
metrics: plakdisbed patent applicatioms and
prahlished seientifle articles lmdi has foar
cluspers with ranks of 25 b B3 {Deli],
&3 {Chensadd and B4 (Mumball, The Bengaiang
chister s cften toubed 2 an Je] rival 1o
Eilivon Valley, partoalarty with respeci to the
mmbers af startups and Uniosns, Hoseer, jls
Sizh rand necds to be compared o the
sinth-ranled Sibcon Yalley cluster, In ienma of
cluster Intensity of the top 100, Dengadan at G4
Tillrvil by Chemmad at 96, Beiid at 58, and
Numial ar 59 pale in comparison bo S0 fode-San
Francisen (illcom Valley) ac 2 and Cambridge 2 1
The wember of Palent Cooperalion Trealy [PCTY
applications per rapica and scientdfic publcacons
T-:Lc;mm for m_ﬂm#h:'ﬂw cluster am TRES
T L, mespecthvely. correspancing
mrmbars for thie Bengalury custer are 313 and
1077, Samsung Blectronics (South Korean) & the
leading patenies in Bengaluna, Mo Farber
DOTTNETI 1§ ey

The suhject ol sias-ups
There is nu poinl allang about s@rrups, when
we do nat ke whar dvey meks, SEar-ups In
i, Che LLE sind larae] inckle semiconduacior
techmology, hore to oo rare garth elements
willly ecological s=psitity amd how o make
metiormin cheaper. In conovss, oar gereernmen)
bandis e appes thae tawd food prodiscis. India
cansyod haen start-ups withoul indigehoia
chinology: 1t cannot have indigendus recheol oy
welibwrit nidigenous science, 1L canmot have
indigenons sclence withomn indigercus qualicy
icticaion, sans political agendas. Two-wiesher
kbramer qre NoC SUATURE

Cotvirary to the thinking of the Education

| Mindstry, e Unbversity Grasis Commission

(UGC] remrmlig &0 Esinament of contol. 11 abwags
teas bz and there is no jusdhoaton for this
aniediluyian organisation 1o hewe bat regulaiony
mnd Ansmcial coneG pwss umhve rsities, Thm ohe
LIGE presei o single pece of hard dam showing
that charges in pedagegy and sylabus hav fad 2
Eﬁﬁ'tl"t'm‘-"?;n ether words, e relevart ane
se chamgi=. & A1V, o indastry, skilling, st
erployabily T Indgs wergld ,IEWL., s bezrrer all
IF the UG was shut deorwn. Sitting UGC chsirs,
vhos-cvntcelior:, direcineg and enifspers nesd
1ot Appear I narional dadlies peddiing their
policies and propaganda i naysssm. Their job Is
Tﬁﬁlf‘ Podficy, tot talk about ir, and (o erore
snfiiy ﬂwtl:::])' It the F"-H;lL It {3 ok,
Peudent emles, 0 wrie b dhe
m"ﬂrﬁ:upqr:.'ll'_lln-,ud.... net a their joh,

"Wlem ofesklerad parrin
il to be lnbelligeine ™ - Jasar Adfiimeory ke
oy

Tl v o] gn¢ el
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n the classroom

Changes in higher education policies in US,
Canada, Australia will resonate in India

LIS ELHLCATION SYSTEM is seve nedy ca-
pacity constrained Yourg people romprise
almosn & third of e tountry's populating,
Lt nindy i quarter of them enrolin higher
eilucanion, W need o intrease the raimbey
of higher educabynal instingions or seags in
exishmg instinstions by alivest five fimes o
achiewe the MEP 2020 taiget o0 S0 per cent
youthwvithia college degree,

For the AZ0 millban youth in the age
ot ol =29 years, thore e ondy S00000
hglsdr educatianal instibutsons of varying
guatity, with nuerent ermodment of alowt 45
mwithoih sud enls The grosth in B number
0l pahiic Iighes e ucabional instibatines has
ben insudliceend. Privabe msbiasions dom-
Inaie the landscape ol hagher education,
wiith al weet 50 per cental e umiversities in
this sectar, Athough their grosit has been
faster relabee fo b puldic sector, that, too,
lasbeem inadequate 1o maeet thie rising de-
mamdl, as per the Youth Repart of MaSPin
30 Meedless o say, withithe e ininoome
Lervaetes ol e iz ol e oty population,
il canperitaam Br adnuisssan ivis high-
ruality educational institations has n-
creased inFecent years. Mot surprisinghy, the
earess demand for quality educaton leads
10 an exdus of aboul hall--milioo youlh o
[oreign shares oy year

Lirmitend and poco-nuatiy edecation s a
pokeniial cause ol unemployment, urder-
erplongment and uremployaticy of ndia’s
yousth, Hoeee cam Indsa increase ics i
(o affer qualiny coblege-leve] edecatian
ai lénind?

Beoent eurnis indicabe that the workd's
Al educalion 80l 18 Al 1o ex-
poerience ianssnmakée snilts with nippie
ellecis across the globe The L% remains the
lan s cegi o of Inciian stodents, bk the

Trusny adhinasiralson's ani-inmegrant
sl i 1ikely an have an adserse effect an
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countes Fegho he s of prelermed dest-
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ndia’s large and asgirateonal youth
popilalinn yulsdhe oul iy i LT -
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Recent evenss indscate that
the world’s dominant
education sector is about to
experience transformative
shifts, with ripple cffects
ocross the globe, The LS
remnaing the largest recipient
of Indfian stucenis, but the
Trunip administrationy ani-
bnrnigrant stance is likely to
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children. In addition, the
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Canacda and Australia — two
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“MIND OVER MACHINE: PSYCHOLOGY'S
NEXT CHAPTER IN THE AGE OF Al

R SAHEL BOSE
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AL IN PSYCHOLOGY: REDEFINING
THERAPY, RESEARCH & EDUCATION

Machine learning algorithms can process vast datasets to

uncover nuanced patterns in behaviour, cogni
were previously too complex or time-consuming to analyse
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The paradox of student profanity

LM WOONG
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Digital educationa
powerful equaliser

PRATEEH MADHEY

the wrld sinnds a
the pinnacle of scientific,
vechnodopicad, snd digh

gﬂ-}amuslng hen necEDes
“"".“Hﬂﬂ"-tmulnrmm
s fnancinlservices. Tradition-
o resmin 1o ool plis-
.H'-EIM-EEEIH.E Evart alen slow,
mefficiens, and exclusionsry. As
Truiza tramsfarms into a digitally
driven econtmiy, if is Imperative
o ensure that withy iz -
hibiesarenotleft hehind. Tigsal
soeessisnolomgera luwary—itisa
mﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂmﬂm
o J=ad i
sl Tl flling Bves.
~ When we speak of true inche-
sion, education frmsthe bairock
o which livelihood, empower-
meani, and Exfependenneame bl
mhm in dligl ml leamm-
ing—ispectnlly post the Covid 19
it disabib
ties, whonumber nearky].Shillion
ginbally, remain sgnificanty wr
der-represented in this expand:
iy dlipizal edursation space. Whiks
'!-rldeq:r:ndmﬂunu.mir-.m.pr
isuttlll onCeEmrled Emong
tihe nbike T said, Cour
sernanyd nthersuch platformare
ing 80 eroune lEmers with
wisual, hearing and ouber impair-
mens o e
peed i Couffes
nnrheir placfm.
Mow lmagine
the irassiprmative impact il
even hif of ehis global disahled
populston, over 50¢1 milifon,
mu]din::dﬂn]hmhu-rur
i irvidual iy, vieusd
jpairmess, online
ailuzaon oHsrsansnched e
i‘?l.l.l'i!l'. i .I.I'l-d ché =
Ao b Srom hoime ad Irom
iphily repined metinbons
wmbia Linfeersing. By ascess

ainne is notennug The oritieel - cheg

questan i A these platforss
prigly accssi e o pverpond?
To bridge the gap, digisal
learning pladorms muost he de
wipned with acoessibllity
e —from soresnerender come
mdh.liu-ﬂldupm.nfl:llu'ﬁﬂm]
wn:rmand.nm-ip'-upna’nhp_i:-
iy, Jorst s Bmpar TRITE L5 ETLUNE
thar leasnens [hemselves are
prpaipped with the right Ha-
e (AT):5ereen
readers, Braille displays, SIEN
I»..:Iuama:.-rgl ins, speveh reCog-
nician poals ared n-_ch_.pl:l.'.e gk
disvices, Iachusive digitad learning
i noe st ahout reaiing mooe
people-in's about reaching all
. T epaune that persans
wish deabilsties rme po lafr B
B in today s rapidly evalving
jubmarket R EgEmtnl o e
1hﬂnuilhaﬂcmw_lﬁnrdml¢,
aniisored piduc . Wik e
lr;hlmnnm.umpr:-:.uhiiqmnd
frezlitoad namurally bello.
Esnpiboysment &5 mot merehy a
eengrce o v e il TEprEsELE

gwpﬂmﬂﬂihﬁ-
fx b ;

s i ey
dyramic digeal plaformss, digial
liveracy bi;{mnw f morme
gotable skl Targeted dignal
shilling = must be

comnpatible T sign
i langzage

m
and simplified mterfaces, As-
TR nghes B speech-
sntent softumre, SCPi Magnil-
s, Al-prwered voice assinangs,
andadagpse hardware ke ale-
“*@*‘ﬂb“*_wnrmdmu
devices) play & vital role in ena-
bling perso with dishilites to
wocrss knd engage with digited
pdl workspaces,
Isecia’s digiral ecomomy, with
_llﬂ“'r_ﬂnhuﬂtrmlnmﬁ:id
intellipenee—curremtly ar $1.4
hilliom—is erearing new caresr
avenies. But without proactive
inclusicn, diszhled Individaals
risk being skdelined By provid-
ing digimland Al-nelated training
(ke deverages AT, we-CAn ETTguris-
perRswith

i TRETing;
indrpendene: andalifecl dignity
oy e o TR
Ty the Enancinl space, due
to the governments pudli fora
Rass-gash moomaimy, digieal pay-
prients are thriving and evobing,
Fayment systems like UFT have
s 2 massive

CLOMAL ACCESSIEILITY PR
" AWARENESS DAY -

[t vy FEArS.
in 2024, UPE
mansacrinns renched a magger-
ing 172 balion, & 6% inerease
Eram BO2H Wit over 1454 bil-
linn trensactions per dig UF]
ks pevnlutionised how Indians
kandle ey, But Eeyond the
mamsbers ligg 4 deoper impact—
g of access Tor posple with
cipaiead disahilitier, Ml T

Bhe  co they have i el B

wail in lony guenes, OF MANEET
u booka, UPT alkis users
#n senid or receve any Rmound
rialir [rom their Bomes, For de
bl this Saves o jusT e
ani energy, utalso the physicil

theer  and emodional firain of navigak

fimgg, b spaces, Whaen paired
wilh xsisha liks#
amiee comaamds, and screen
readers, digiral payments be
sone even muge inclusee. A
aigiral paymt Sp51Em |§ mere
lhm-m:udmrrm-i:l:

u poeerul A
Ultimazely, beyond {I]u:l.“UE
pd employient, pEEINS
dicabilinies desenve (0 live with
oot and jor. e
asid should assss in che eveny
day—walking, string. leining
1 muusic, cogking, rding, s

relaing, The poal et jot fume
finnality=irs hapginess, Digitd
doesnt

pocess, when inclusne
just #adve poblems. T creales
o ITUNREES
ﬂkm‘l‘ﬂ'ﬂ&l‘.‘l’r‘m—lhmfﬂ'
s CEO e A T
Formben? o] 14 Ig


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-9), 16 MAY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


j’l‘rust fo

STATESMAN (P-6), 17 MAY 2025

r science

Under threat now is the social contract between science and society.
Scientists as a community must sit up and act. Science and scientists are
lauded during war times - for example, most recently for drones and Al
However, we are concurrently also witnessing events that disrupt the
pursult of science. This is a cause of alarm. Without allowing unfettered

pursuit and promotion of science, society will suffer, although the suffering
may not be palpabile in the short term
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Bring down the
stress and achieve
the same Level of
excellence with less
hassle, writes

Ali Khwaja

E frer i independence, the ndian
povernmen Sevel opead many @
I @duestinnal insiromons
warharthe Indon Instwutesof Techinoo
(=0, Nesonal Inssestes ol Techealegy
(A1}, Indhien Instinmes of Scknor Edwc-
i eed Plsesirehi {7, Inadlan Inscisten
of Infnrmasion Technadogy (26), Irdian
Iretttuies of Pfanagemest (20, Natloa-
ol Lasr Schioods (29}, Martionad [I:UUWE
of Design (MEDY, Naronal Insticates of
F|:r.|.|rl|r| CHE) et many e
Teghily neputed pricta

'-m1r|.rrn:vns -:lrr:runrulﬂﬁ Niwrishing
patioauside in the b fowr Becades, the
Bttt for A oreRTnment Urststiie L0
o bk 4
Lakheof piudents stir preparing for
1T from Clazs 6. Meay students wha
da mor get odmission inbo their dream
rsdhﬂ:ntﬁummhlp?}ﬁ_flﬂd
ifadergn sctensive Ball-rime coaching so
Burpiheycan saabe itia the reent AT
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“Time tothmkbeyondIITs and [IMs

wenr, 1 heycrmidrmosi i anerid when b

dredsofcampesabile sad reputed grsem
ment and procbe enfeges oller gqually
good eduracan

[ fct, privaie indifutions Tave the
resifees and funds in Build benler in-
frastructsre and laks, pay hagh salaries
tovthe faculng provide sery cnmfarzahle
and aesthrte etasarooms, serup the bes
s, s srves prosde i gh-rbes hos-
1l and Mosd, They can ke 2amenelse
elkaris no gerthe best Comgriniespe-Lome
Far camps racnemmimt, b sdisry
whe-upk, aivd pay renowred guperts 40
oo fuf guest bemmures

Yer thea brainad rame and repuiatios
of the 1o gresmmeni-ron edncatiosal
mstinmans s oo Grad fromn
sich inwiruiors opens ooTs far
oppoeTaines and has presdge valoe
A profesor Brom o repured sooacion
remarhil ssaipsoiely: "We geleot the
wrmmj i b mar 1 I

wark spamn of & fresher in his firn job
sheraiigh campuaresrsnments less chan
nwoyeans, So, alihough ke secunsd & lan-
job becanse of the brand vefue of his
ma maser, afver o cwnpie of pears, hia
markei wlos will depend mosdy on his
ormanee i s ek and che vaboe

1 brings in the coomgang.

I nol sbout the degree but the
learning

Many young people forges that ther
working lilspas |5 apermdmiee|y 40-
50 peare, Toom o inpreesssd Boalth care
and miresned Paly, Mot sesiivel
from the younger generation will retire
arsasnd T5 Etwmulu..ﬂ.mwg;.ln:
al e cllmib e de corperass ia
will digpeered an heow' Sach coatimeaus
bearming vl up grading ey dbom & ncg
ular hasiz, nnt en emech o= che de
thery acquired hefere beginning their
workng dle

Some: advanfages of gening invio &
1o npeh inFTiwmon are Yoe have cass
rrles whi Breseppers, i d wirkisg ad
il lipest daecl o bearm em themk
Tenchery ales ténil Bo b cutstanding

-rl11w|1¢h!1'lrkrﬂm|hlm.ﬁ1mm'h-
ercollepes:

Hewever, rat svery graduorie of the
IPEST e prafoble Instnotins can perionm
coaeBerlyin the procdoadweorkl of work
il then they san Sppng.

Srerverys heren sharem Bl e dcrage

by fthe they et An -
varonent af pursur of suocess and wid-
ening of horrons s commgioes, and ¥
10 STECT an kN o presds ceally.

Boame wery fepuibed posvt ficuly and
indintry desinashare heracemirnom,
ml:uurl?l-uﬁg'p-::'limq: summ. Thase
and other Bsoiors help assvdmi devwelop

confdence medvaman, capesity fer hacd
werrke, anel ol th e bow dhinking. whach,

\F nurmored proge sy, cin st o lleame.
Long- Lplrul'rlbl.ﬂ'l.l:l.l'ﬂ.lﬁdl.‘d
ﬁgﬁlﬂ-ﬂﬁ of the tpmnst intiluling
il smarty aeach painaches of glory sesl
srress many idee shp froo the Jaoc
arack zmd wlloew inmeetbecriny, Lnlorei-
fuately, e e calke ahoerd these pesple;
oaly the high achlevers are 'hl.::l'r:lﬂll
earywhire.

A repubed fumerican Universny Bad
oz s2ar for & prestigious higher educs
o covsrse. A gradyte froen T el dos
oo an everage Indlan college applied,
Thiy wen i Haoogh He S )2 00T Procems,
and the sreond cundelane mide e oot

‘When azked, the professmor o charge
of selection =i dhar though bath s
{IRIs pErTBMIAICE Was ToTe o [ess ihe
wrme. B S8 cnnd ofe® RellviEved fhat lsvel
o lemiming deenpibe besng in am abenige
l:l.l'-l!:;i'. fch shvannd thag he cam fern
Irdepend erhrand excel even n adeerse
coraditiore

Srikdenis spering for [TTs soed ather
Eypedingrininscdsiail do s reniity ok
T sl dimappointment, alwaes have 3
P A ready, Le ather good Insdpsions
that provide almos the same level of ed-
peanion, wikch thanbdad ly sre sy The
birings dowrn the s tresd and pressure dhai
bakiha af siudeniz po thrsugh and helps
themachiese the sam elevelof sead emic
auoeBencewithedt the pressre ol sody
reg In avers r-:pu':-a-d-_'-r_gmnaunn

..ﬂ'rll-q.pl A
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A BANK OF INNOVATORS

More students must be encouraged to enrol in MTech and PhD programmes

T3 SITHARAM

TI'E_ Ll'ﬂE!' CETA oo MTech enrolmment 6
WMEimmm
nummbers have hita sssen-year lowi Froman
approwed intaoeal L8] Labdhin 2008-19,0nly
ot 1.3 lakh seais veere offiered in 200834,
and kess than 45 0600 srudenss enrlled. This
means Cliee [ two-thirds of pestgraduate
the country. The trend is not merely statiso-
Gl — it reflecs a deeper malsise in the bagher
technical education eccaysem that palioy-
rnakers, educikocs, and institubions mast
colleciively address,

Barz first, let's umderstand why intzrest i
PolTieadh fnd PO deprees i declining. Todsy's
graduases are ina race o seoare johs as early
2% posmble. The groving dermand inindostry,
cougled with anTacihe pay packapes post-
Efech, makes imenediate & T
campelling eption tan centinuing [ an-
orher o years in postgraduate education.
Many bright shsdents prefer pursding
Paster’s of research degrees abmoad, dravwn
b4 atdvancad faclities, kigher schalarships
global expecure, and betier job prospecs,

& sigrificant saction of shadents and mecns-
jters alike donot penceive an bTech as sgnif-
icankhy enhancing empicysbillty ot skill sers
umless it |5 froan a premier institution. For
cruderty wiusd o consider am WTech, the fi-
mzncial pressure is real The scholarship
armr ol B 12800 per a1t pevisad in
0%, i mo lonper sufficlent to cover even ba-
cic g experoes incities Vith inflabonand
rising costs, the schalarship 22 Soegly insde-
fuake. Ear PhiD aspirants, a wilant pessarch
EMAERGETENT S emuna

Undrabely, maany instiputions selllack

We have formally proposed
to the Ministry of Education
to dscrease the monthly
scholarship to Bs 18,600 for
GATE-qualified
postgraduare students, This
revision ks long overdue and
aligne wich the 50 per cent
hike given in 2005 {from Rs
B, 0 Bs 12,4003, The aim
14 o make higher education
more financally viable and
reduce the opportunicy cost
for meritorious students.,

lezafireg o scadermac inertia and disilhision-

e Tiort it
1y ralesin

ey b g o e

futions has plateaed, and job secanty,

ity and caneer powih In::ltrru.:mmm

Inngeras atiractive as hefore,

Ar the All Inetia Cowmnold for Techinical
Education {ANTE), we are conschon of these
chialienges and aoe actively vwarking boimmpie-
mierk both M-mmmlm-
BTy StrucTral nefrmes B revive mterest in
feTTech and PRD programmes. Wi hawe foe-
mially proposed i the Minktry of Education
bo imcrease the monthly scholarship o B
TE B0 for CATE-qualified stu-
dents. This revision iy long. U and afime
ity thvee 50 peer cvenat ik v i 015 frooay
= B 000 to Bs 124007 The aim b5 to ke
lidghear echicabion Bruiiilly v sble and redhace

iryrocist formeer forious stud e

Thie AICTE las alio recommended ex-
panding the chgfhiiny for PG scholarships
include studersts who may not bave cleamd
GATE ki have showm academic excelience
with a COPA af B8 or abows inthein umder-
inszirutions Thiswould widen aooess oschal-
arshipe and recogmie mult ple fome of meni,

I & Lanud ek saef, the AICTE & planming
ta imclode PhD programmes under irs
purviess: This waold enable us ooser mini-
e skt sandards, ensure regular val-
uatinn, encourage inte rdisciphinany and ap-
plisd research, and introdwie fobas
i leri g mechanesms.

Thenugh schemes B YASHASVE we e
coniEmously inv=sting in labara-
RS, PRCHTHOENE Srrovanion, A enoowrag-
img instinstions to develop Contes of Exoel-
lence that amract both MTech and PhD
aspirants. To bridge the gap between educa-
tinn and employabilite the AICTE isworking
povermbed inclustry coll aboraion in postgrad-
uabe programimes. internships, e projects,
nclusiry mentorship, and (o-desigmed cur-
mﬂwim#EMd rede-

in deeper leaming. Recognising thar
posigradiuane edwscation s 4 pipelne for fu-
e educators, the AMCTE is revissting pay
structunes, dademic mahility schemes, an
profesmona develomment opportanitiss to
Tejnatalg eaching asa desrable and fullill-
ing career pathy

Il i o the ruesg ol \Tans-
Torrnatian — fram artificial intelfigence o
UATITATY Coim &mm EnErEy I
smartirdrstncture, Tolesdin thess domains,

is imperative for building the ingelbechal
and bechinilogical qpi:lltffrrm ;!uwm_“l-
ML reshaps pepeptione A Lk
degres |5 net meTely an academic creden-
Rl —itisa gateway tadepth, spedallsatsan,
invcralinn, anid leadership. A the AKCTE, we
mmnmnﬁd;mahngpnmam
mesearh education !
abde, and impactful i s

5-"’1""“ ?'Hennrrr-':;-:’.'mrrnanr'l.l'I:'f'E

o
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PEI,'_;IJ‘:' Mﬂf’lﬁﬂ

m’;ifmeTHEmm had azemse that
s stuch, whibe large perts of the worid,
Adrica, South and Cenial Americs, Fast and
Sourheast Asia, are waking up Io & new
Erll-tﬂfh.'l.‘h.H:thn; v Tzl
Eorwand £33 major role mm winild, bt
thin dimeam: has dwindied How 42 we re-
gaif that place ¥ Unlike China and mher
s Oue o et s
BIE, MG,
freszrated, endluded ina way that peaplein
&migdarn natinn should rever be, Bur that
mary bet kot 1 change
- This yar, 3005, i theyear thee | am nes-
ing the mast envagy thrn into ranska-
Homr, with books criginally wiitlen in
Englizh coming aut In major Indian Ban-
guapes. This inkerest s new, and It dossr't
Izok like just 4 whim in e heads of pab-
Tishuers, I siserna o be comvieg fom peogle
et ae o cooriitabie s Eaghsh and are
PO EARET b2 jodm the conversation, wihe
would preder not o brm hemes e s
Englech speakers juef bo engape with us.
Whatis met eeciting i that Bhis & not gey-
ernment pokicy: B is ordinary peophe k-
il hii inielanive, ANl 2 suddes, | am bi-
ing asieed o do ks, podeasts, and aven
Launch oy nesy took in Hinds, todactune in
Lt witele | am assured that [ cas "mixin
Ergglizh® if | g=t stuck 1am being imreited to
stepaut of the ref of diginesa and expand
the mrope of par lingroages.

Dhpiosdia i a kind of blinguaismvehare
iwn or more inpeages do nod duplicate
#ach cthar, but play very dffersnt reles.
Thereis a “high® lasguape. for imporctant
things. and & Tow" |anprage for speaking
tochildemn, the poorand shout things cleser
o the graund. ¥ou meght do Maths and
Ecience in Erglish, but speic oo grandpar-
rils, o pacd pesepde, n Hindd or use & for
‘i repegu el oo e rition. That sresdns
than somepne who knssas Hindi anid
Ergiiah e pok really biliforoal, as e i nct
LCHE prasen rae riep e Dvaia n what din
Eer tmn languurges, ared thig rral it didfi-
cult bo Eranslare Fram e tn thi ather.
Irefeidl. the ran egpethier makes:
pa sirqltmqulm:-l,mmud:m that &
& afen i ol e sty in just one. Technical
dlsrus=kead in Hindi quackiy shrays inle
Engliad and & we el & our Foard, oer
English discousse stars inchsding bits of
Hindh, waids e waell 15 phirases

Beirg el ied a0 close the pig By giing
more techinical waiks nan s
iz mncilifg. as i redures the need korEnglih
while, panadooicalky allowing ik ot kil
gz i wonds frem Englicn for things
thiey weire ok previpeshy taling a bt Ve
Ferwe s than =t of madnent before. The
fas | Lime weas in fhe T century, an agd
when large parts of the Suboonlinent ware
rukedl byl who spode prakrits and pa-
e ljleature i Ransknt. Al shis fime,
elaser o the groend, bacal ikacrt
atsarlyirg word s from che peaksits. helan-
Auaps ol pervser, whilp thee prakrics them-
cafvis stayed wilken the ruling chass —a
waunce & worabalary i el mealky aedll-
atﬂ!“ll:lrdim'!l'mh Tlﬂ'l.ﬂ!-ﬂ‘l'-\'mﬂj_nr
sinpiloma fell and thimodern sorth bndias
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The future is bilingual

We are atan inflection point. There are stirrin
_ : gs. peaple
Who are not comfortable in English are now eager to join the conversation

languages emerged info the suslight, ke
pealrits themsshees went extinet.
Thiswes age, becaise new pse-
ple stepped up 2 thinkers aod imenbars,
ordirany peaple we had not been hearing
frry besfore. Ty veas e kot of writben
madence ol new lanpuages, lainguages that
mmighi haave Been in gestation foralong
fime, mexxapes fom people ‘whode
thoughes Bad thus far Bees betpored our
reach. It was by no means: an egabbarian so-
oeky, bt something had undentably
opened And the rew ok sprang
up &l over the noct of the Subcantinent
were 3 symibol of that chamgs.
bs Thesse 2wy for us oo et this moeen|
ared bring in anosher goiden ageT | think
nhiere & Azd the place o do this isinthe
schooling sywem Many wTmant
et in Dethl rerer réfer English-mediom
peaching in i A-serions. But 3l Ehis re-
ally meass Is than peadbers a5k children o
tand g, one by se, and read sl a para-
psaoh frum t bexibook im Beglich, And
ik S ATETL Ko discussion, became the
teachyer is ook feta By certai that e hai -
dharsisod alithe fine paints of the essson.and
she does not want b emitueras be el 5
s esepeniee 1 Esglich ot nog k2ad oo real
urderasding forveachersar for sEdents
Tt ol et Ehi g i Bilingual
tesibocks, witweiepveyhi ng & necappedin
& lanpaape M eactier and the chaldren
krtoan vl Do Lhey koo whal it B sk,
thiey cam eamly dicuss Ui lmsen and chear
taubee: In e haine bisgeige, in Englich,
o by i i o Indact, wiis balingual
Ienthenies, things coold sake e time,
with echnical e slipp ing Froes Englsh
jain loca | bepuapes, and Engish betsining
Jestmlanguage, ared RSt & Dest ol EvdTyoRg
weli-wpre T Wi egostanthy, e T
chiilros wall son il correzrsation. children
st st frovm thed r sheer nmbers, wmlil
v o i o e o 16 K ek vl iy
11 iy cBe a5 3 EOTPHsE Do peaple

It may come as 2 sarprises
pecipedis cerwsndays 10 bearn Ehar
o pargen wha thouglh
[neliam Toys’ shoukl he
educated in the home

hngaageuntdl Class Swas
Thoenas Babingron Macasilay

Theonhy dizrmptiea part of
his plan was his belief thar
Trnalizar "Lspe! ranbinigs o g
imta sciemce should crarsicion
i Englistrmvediam schoulng
at that poine. That sy hawe
Izt a0 in che 8305, when the
Heinish Baj wanted Tndgan
"bioys” 1o implement etk
farmenuas avwd balld
infrastrucuo aisd Ll
puvern Uhe cvnpine. Tut, in
ok s Tewilia, wlwme wee e
gt tirleamns Qe
‘inlerminl, Evghishemadinm
perchimg |5 st essamizl even
slter Class 8.

[ A Sximor

nevwadays o learn Phal ome peon who
thought indlon “bous® shaiid be edesaed
in Ehe homme Lanpoage ol Class 3 was
Thosres Babéngbon Macralay. The-only dis-
e urtt off hix plan was his behef o
Inidzan “hedis” waikivg io go into soence
should wargitien t¢ Eaglish-med b
schooting at that point. That my Turee been
o the 1E30s wivin this Birscssh By v bed
inidlan “boys® oo implement jesbool far-
miulas and b infrasrusioe and belp
pavern the empae. B, in Wday's lndia
Wwhesre ves art meant [0 3a e than “ime-
plement”, English-medium beaching is not
Eﬂlﬂﬂ‘ei‘m ter Class 3 Chisa lapan,

Ty ncUh'l‘J‘lEl‘uHh-lAfuﬂ-lﬂHlnr'h-:-
JE”, s ol For vl iy wagagor with he
sailfiche wurld. Their schosks do teach
Erglah buinotin English mediem. English
ISP EE T BTy Pu3irvt My SERR o,

Wiy am | o shisesiad with usng kol
languagis, # beast in pramary schooi7 o
o5 huach 00 AW indnial paing alioer s ned
“Tinng b al odindees”, A bepe preportion
al sur pegulaton simply does not ger w
emter the modern warld of stisnce and
bl uved gy, Ve Barse placed all our Bets o
zsmallelie clo mded i nkerested m held-
ireg om o the stanes que and soceesing ex-
BEng “arwkes” P in |aking |eags and
sk Jateraly aboait a i fatuns
Wi.an again at an infke ol paine in o
hestsry when a gived “poaknic” ds halding
o imagisationcapine. while abingerland
15 SETINGE M. SO0 o el ey roely o
. Thires mall o course, rabke their ewn
wonr, Bl # 134 pood fdea wsee rall ina
dellencing lighl. and be resdy o ride the
WA W b i Cresis el s,

T bty bats rogf Cigioncs of Hoswared
Iisviriity [WU and Ak efversioy, She
iz b pihar. mesdreoen iy of

Faitier Toogue, Matseriand: The Bimhel

'!I:"-'r'l" Lantgriagous i Sk As1a ‘-I__'
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‘Mindful, skilled, strategic

The future of hospitality education

KUMAL VASUDEVA

beeword ‘mindfilness often conjunes
Lmages of silence; meditation, or
splimaal srillness, Howeser, in the
context af hospitality edocasion,
enimdFiriness e far more than awell-
ness trend. [t is thie foundatiod for
building profesdlonals trained o
serve and equipped 1o lead, In
today’s expedence-led econcamy,
mnEndfiilneas bas t be rededined as
a stare of helghtened swareness,
emotional clarity, and conscous
decision-making,

Haospitality professionals
pperate in high-pressure, high-
touch eovironments. They deal
with umiprediciahdicy, demanading
stakeholders, diverse personalities,
and relentiess expeciations To
thrive in this space, technical train-
ing is esgontal, Alongside it, the
absiliny o frecus under pressure, s
ren with cane, kead with empashy,
and baunce back from difficul:
maments with clarity Is reguired.
Thess are life skills rooied in mind-
fulness. The time hag come 10
bigild therm intentionaily inbe how
wae ecucals

For decades, hospatality edu-
catian in India has follawed o lin-
ear paih: functicnal skill develop-

reemyt ded 1o operatonal execution,
That model has-vwlue: Studonts
muesesdd 10 Krow how' (o rin a nestan-
TANT, MANARE A Euest expecbancs,
or lead a serdee team. They must
aled Jeam 10 solve problems, create
valoe, and bead diverss neame, In a
world shaped by dymamic business
models and global mevement,
hospitality sducation must now
inrersect with appliod skills, life
7ki.1]:. and entrepreneurial capabil -
oy,
hMindfulness is the glue that
hindds this inteesectbon togetier, [
helps students become more self
avvare, It elapes ow they en
with guests, manage conflicr.
respond ta uncertainty, and stay
compided when things don't go as
planned. It alwo eneoumge:s melec-
tion oo what they want o bulld,
who they wanl ta become, and
e they wand o coniribute (o the
vl around them. Wirh chat [esel
afl internal clarity, education
Do s & journgy of Cransforma-
[N
Life siclls such as .ad.nu-m,hljiq,-.
resdlience, collaboration, and self-
repulalion are egsential. Every
voung prolessionol entering the
hospitaliny ecosvssem 1oday needs
the alelllity 1o work aceoss culiures,

STATESMAN (P-11), 20 MAY 2025

rezpand to ambigueity, listen with
intent, and commiioicate with
convicion. These can't be mug;h
through 1extboaks or lectures.
They must be experianced, prac-
tsed, end reflecied upon, That is
where ingtitutional environmenis
must evalve to hecome gpaces of
ianersion, inberac omn, and tviras
spection, }

A1 the Indizn Schood of Hospd-
tatity, we have always bedioved that
hospitaliny i a leadership econe-
my. The best hespitalite profas-
sponaks are thinkers, bullders, and
creators. They understand busi-
ness and behavlour, mperiance
anmd empathy, operations, and
Immovation, Tley o on b become
founders, Inirapreneurs, siate-
gists, and changemakers in fields
ranging [rom travel to wellness,
f-:-oli ta pechnalogy, and design to
brand bullding,

That's whiy hespisality edheea-
tion should funciion mare like a
Nidw-gpe business sehmol, Bro wnsl-
ed In hisan-centric desigm, loy-
ered with real-world applicotion
and infused with mindfaloess. This
= pepecinlly Bnporianst in ledia, a
ciuniry poised o become one of
et worrhd's Tastest-growling con-
AN LAY R R] and  eRperience

cconomies. In such a landscape,
the next generation of hospitality
pealessionals will mun the hosploal-
“}'Eﬂﬁmf.lhm E:Ulﬁrlﬂuml:}‘i.
design digital expenences, launch
their ventures, and Jead glakbal
[EAETE,

We must also move bheyond
the belief that educadan is eizher
a 5kill or & theory, The future
requires hach, Skills must evelve o
includs service delivery and service
deskgn. Learning musl expand 1o
fntegrare emoclonal Inmelligence.
Application must be embedded
within the curriculum throwugh
vtk aftachments, special progecrs,
gulded experionce and reflective
practice.

Mindfulness, then, 4 not on
addition to hospitalley education,
It is the lens through which we
maust view the el jourmey. From
chassroom to kicchen, from progect
0 presgntarion, from interview o
industry, It shapes how students
think, act, and svolve

Hospialicy is ultimagely alout
human connection. And oo each
cannection, we must first reach
presence, Prosence in thaughi,
atlidn. and incene,

Edtuscation wich Ve skills Rz
sacll, Life akills with incens creane
impace, The feture belongs o
those who can integeate all thee,
wilh clacioy, with eovpatiu. and
Wil pirpoge.

TNE WD 1 &3 - Tounder g MaLeEig
diachar maimn feig Hpatabny
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* TheManWhoSifted Through Stardust

iﬁ_
as |
=

Prakash Chandra

In the pasging of Jayamt Marikar; [nd-
0 has o a vislorsary seinlist whcse
PACHTEer I WOrk L cosassiagy wWatl
i werld renowm An Immensaly po-
itlar sciencs pmonunicatns hewas,
inasense, Trdin's Carl Sagan’ ashe
aroughtcomplex sclentific oonoepls
suchas astronomy and sstrophiveles
upclise and persenal 1o tee kayman,
He was inarpuably one of thebaading
11ghis in advancing sclence commuani
cating in the country, along with ather
Eleuids Lo thee (bedd such es Yash Pl
fornan.July 18, 1568, in Kolhapais;
Arharashira, Prof Narlikarwas an
alumnusal Banaras Hindu University
Froam wivere bve parned his BSc degraes
e bater wend io Cambridee m© stedy
reat e el wes pwarded the
Wriveler ard Tyson hedal inthe iye-
ematical Tripos. Howeer, s pas-
i fn msrrnndy And pstrophysaes
10 ulams b s e L Lo subjecis as
[l King's Gl {1953 78], and
st sEal| el o Institube of

Theoretical Astronsmy (1966725
It was cduring thks thae thal e met

hismerbor Fresd Floyle The sermirsl
work they did tegedher forms an fm-
poartant part of modernoosmalog

pari ke was drasm to Howle's e
ries an stedlar noclecsymithesis, which
esplainesd how elements heavier than
Imvelregean arsd hedium are formed with-
in stars This research significantly
advanced aur understanding of the
universss colpins and the creathonal
edemrients that are essential for lifeas
wa oy it Theassocistion af thesp
twngiands of scienoesalso el bt pooe
posl ol analier nathes moded bo the
Big Barg theoryof the unharse'zarl-
g Heyle's Steady-Staie theery propo-
e that the universe has no beginning
mrend, and thad new matter 13 coetdirns-
ously created as e universe expands.
This condrasts with the Big Bang theo-
y; which suggests the universaorigi-
rated from a primordial singularty
s hias been expanding eversinoe.

Martiknr restuiemed 0o Drsdda in 378 and
Jodnad Tata Inatknde of’ Fundarmenial
Fesearch TIFR), where he spent 17 vea-
rs building up the Theoratical Astro-
physics Group Heesiablished Intar
University Centre for Astronormy sl
Aucstrugrbyaies (IUCAAY 0 180 and was
it fotreles o iecor v i) 200, Under
b et e, FUICAGA gaied inderns
tieiniel peesETibie o5 a comire of exoel-

e

Draming universasl pictures

Leme In teching snd resaanch inaso-
neamy and sstrophysics.

Altheagh Marlikar devobsd muchof
hitime in advaneing stientfie o
g I this part ol U world, his belisl
i hesspineg A open mdnd 1o doing scl-
ence abways ranscended the remital
srientificpursail. Hefirmly believed
thast enmrn s iesoat Sonboveralal aed
antifley bews nevd tobe investigated
and not dismissesd siunmarily just be
cavee they don't seem oo 'fit' in the con
vartiomal way al kool g ak things

This bedief is, perhaps, mostsirking:
hrovident in hlsEeen inbErest b pane-
g the theory that suggesis i
g i s e bonal che wiskyerse and 15
gpreod ¥is space dust meteotokls, ns
pepakls, comeds and ploneoids This

this cancept challen ped cormventional
¥leaswoour life's beginmings, propo-
2 A eiraterrestrlal origin for life
sn Eacth, never affected Marlikar's
o ko o eyt 1L
It's not surprising that in 3007, when
saientists npenly speculated on the po-
rerdal Link Bepween severe aouie ms-
pirncnry symadrome (SARS) plagaing
th workd at that time and panspermis
Markikar's wasamong the loodess wai-
RS SUITROTTINE Thes ] Iue:q.llnn.- the
posaibility In a lemar to me. he wroe,
Tihink there isa lotto e exploced in
thiz[panspermia] Oed and the Ewer
prejudioes wa start with the beites 5o,
1hoipe the panspermia vpothesis will
D pbjecivaly sdarmined macher than
disimissed &5 runbisie
In hirdsight. tEmnst have b more
thiana mere coincidence that Nartikar
was echoing thebelief of Hovie wiha,
alomg with astrophysicist Chandrs
Wickrmasinghe had signifieanity
cantribaved o e theaty of pansper
i InEact, Hoyle developed and pro-
TR PansEper il 1 the 19890, nd|
catlng adesp and Insclng ntems:
Lhe o ke and disoribucion of Lide, an
mierest fie shuured with Narlibor
The iy erss wis foovast far Jocan
avivkan revbe tilken for grarmed ii.,u
WS LN scbertisn s sokeniiEn

] T '
eI HTELRY IWedbibn I

i
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Intellectual
Exchange

Theuniverseof knowledge and
wisdom is 5o vast that any single
mind cannot encompass it. The
omly thing that can help you gain
more and more knowledge is the
spirit mentioned in GQuran.
Enowledge islike a great ocean:
faced with immensity noone can
be self-sufficient. The process of
seaking knowledge must beamu-
tual venture, in which everyone
gains something from everyone
else. Everyone plays bath roles.
Thereare several ways of acquir-
ing knowledge, oneof which is
through diseussion or dialogue.
Discussion or dialogue isnot just
adebatingpractice but an intel
lectual exchange. To be fruitfil,
diseussion requires objectivity
and must becarried ocnin the qu-
estioning spiritof give and take.
Books area great source of know
lndge. But thestudy of booksis
not simply reading. It establishes
pontact and consults with other
thinkersand scholars It is likea
gobal discussion if the reader has
the true spirit and can acquire
knorwledge from universal sour-
ces, The library is the place for
this, for it is like a global confiey-
ence oo, A library allows you
toreach all the world's minds.
The learning process is a must
for everyone and applies to both
men and women. The old man is
Justasmuch inneed of it as the
voung man. Even great scholars
are noexception in this regard.
Onescholar has rightly said, ‘Live
with thespirit of learning and
diewith the spiritof learning”
Lesirning is a lifelong process,
It haes abegimning, but npend.
ele

3 .


Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 21 MAY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-16), 21 MAY 2025

Narlikar’s life in science:
A scientist for the people

ayant Vishnu Narlikar passed away in
the early hours of May 20, following a
briefillness. He was an internationally
known astrophysicist and cosmaologist,
but he was also & great enabler. He made it
possible fof hundreds of aspiring young per-
5005 10 succeed a5 scientists, and at the same
time informed and inspired the general pub-
lic across the country with his talks, books,
and tales, in English, Marathi, and Hindi.

Marlikar first rose to fame as a student of
Fred Hoyle at the University of Cambridge in
England. With Hoyle, he worked in the 1960
on & néw theory of gravity and the Steady
State theory of the universe. These profound
ideas received a great deal of attention, and
the young Narlikar quickly became well-
known in the rarified astronemical creles in
the UK. He received many recognitions and
awards, and a Padma Bhushan at
the young age of 26

Hoyle and Narlikar's ideas were
interesting but controversial, and
soon they appeared to clash with
observations emerging from new
radio telescopes, and the discovery
of microwave radiation that was
considered a remnant of a very hot
primordial phase of the universe.
Such a phasewas not allowed by the
Steady State theory.

Hoyle, Narlikar, and a few ather distin-
guished colleagues, however, continued
research along their lines, modifying their
|deas to become consistent with the observa-
rioms. These ideas could very well be impor-
tant to fill gaps in our kmowledge, but their
last great SUPPOTIET iS NOW BOTE, :

Marlikar could have continued to work in
prestigious positlons abroad, but chose 1o
retum toIndia and joined the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR) in 1971 At
TIFR, Narlikar established a talented groupaf
students and young researchers whoe worked
on astrophysics and cosmology. While he had
his theories and views of the cosmos, he never
imposed these on his students, who were
largely free to work on problems they were
interested in.

All students received equalattention from
Marlikar, on whatever they worked, and
wnder his benign yet sharp guidance, didwell;
a good fraction rose 1o positions ol emimence
in the academic world in [ndia and abroad.
Marlikar's work as a teacher and educator
aver five decades has immensely benefited
many young persoens who Ivad thee oo for
ture Lo be agsociated with him directly os
indirectly or were jmspired by his reseanch

Ajit
Kembhawvi

and other scientific outpit

Narlikar remained at TIFR until 1585 when
he moved to Pune to-establish the Inter-Uni-
versity Centre for Astronomy and Astrophiys-
ics (TUCAA). Hewas invited to create such a
rentre by Professor Yash Pal, who was then
the chairman of the University Grants Com-
mission. The aim was to develop a centre of
excellence in astrongmy and astrophysics at
the international level and offer all facilities
and expert guidance to faculty and students
[rom universities and colleges.

The establishment of [UCAA was a turning
point for science research in India. World-
class research in astronomy |5 now done in
universities all over the country. A studentin
Kerala or the Nontheast or Kashmir can now
download the latest astronomical data from
any data centre in the world, use high-per-
fermance computers at IUCAA 1o
analyse it, and work with JUCAA
teachers and experts to publish their
results in international journals
The university sector is now at the
forefront of wsing Indian space
observatories like Astro3at and
Aditya-L1 and could very well lead
Tuture ISRO. missions. Creating

—  [UCAA has been Narlikar's seminal
contribution o Indian science.

Bur his greatest quality was perhaps his
ability to copvey the most abstract ideas
about the cosmos, physics, and science to the
masses simply and engagingly. He did that
through his many public kectures, articles in
newspapers and magazines, and books In
English, Marathi, and Hindi.

Generations ol students have been
inspired by his talks to seek higher things in
Life. It is not uncommon o meel 2 senior
bureaucrat, banker, or industrialist who
heard Narlikar speak and still cherishes the
mEmory.

Narlikar was a humble and approachable
persomn. He liked to have a routine and kept 1o
his ways wherever he was, whatever the cir
cumstances. He gently conveyed his ideas
and cpinions, butonly when asked. And yet,
when the occasion demanded, he could be
extraordinarily firm and emphatic, particu-
larly in defence of just causes, He could be
very humorous and was lound carrying
bocks by PG Wedehouse almeost to the last
day. Hewas & great man in all ways,

Ajid Kembluivi (s emerinus professor and former
irecior, Beter-Uiiver sy Ceittre for Asironomy
and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pete: The views

expressed are persoviel

ol vl .
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A LIFE IN SCIENCE

Jayant Narlikar challenged dominant theories, nurtured talent
and made niche research accessible

NTHE EARLY 1990s, jayant Narlikar wrote a Marathi short story, Athenscha Plague
{ The Plague in Athens), which featured a virus unleashed by an asteroid, In a fic-
tional replay of the great Athens plague, the Greek city gets sweptaway. However,
unlike the ancient epidemic, whose causes remain unknown, Narlikar's Athens
- was ravaged by a pathogen from space. A few years later, the cosmologist led an experi-
ment to collect microorganisms from the upper atmosphere. His research suggested ev-
idence of living matter in the stratosphere. Did some of them seed hife on Earth? Narhkar
counselled caution and talked of the need for more expenments, The short story and the
experiment on the possibitities of microbial life outside Earth encapsulated Narlikar's
approach. The cosmologist, who passed away, at 87 on Tuesday, believed in pushing the
" limnits of possibilities. Narlikar, the writer, took readers on exploratory journeys, Marlikar,
the astrophysicist, challenged dominant theories and worked assiduously to build evi-
dence to substantiate his claims. His long collaboration with mentor and Bnnsh astrophys:-
_ aist Fred Hoyle produced the most significant critique of the influental Big Bang theory.
The building blocks of the Hoyle-Marlikar Cruasi Steady State Cosmology theory — itcon-
tends that the universe did not originate in one Big Bang. but has existed for infinite nme and
has developed in small spurts — were forged when the young astrophysicist worked with
his mentor inCambridge, But Marlikar belonged toa generation of scientists such as Madhav
Gadgil, Indira MNath and Venkataraman Radhaknshnan, who gave up thnving careers in
renowned global labs to nurture research and hone talentin Indian insotutions. The astro-
phyysicist took up a position at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research in 1972, where he
trained scientists whose work would have a serminal influence on Indian astrophysics —
they include Ajit Kembhavi, the late Thanu Padmanabhan and Sanjeev Dhurandhar. In the
|ate 1980s, when the UGC invited him to create the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy
and Astropiwsics (IUCAA), Narlikar suggested that the insotute be set up within an existing
urniversity. Concenved as a hub where scholars from across Indian universities could come
together to brainstorm and share resources, Narlikar's most enduning institutional legacy
started in a small room in the Pune University campus in 1988. However, in a few years, it
expanded into a vibrant institution, equipped with state-of-the-art labs and telescopes.
Marlikar saw himself as more than an academic. He wrote scripts for TV and was a reg-
ular conmbutor to newspapers, The astrophysicist would often use the example of veg-
stable prices to explain the quasi-steady state cosmology theory — prices go up and down
depending on seasons, but over a decade, they go up regardless of the season. Likewise. he
would say, the universe soes through oycles of contraction and expansion, but evolves
over the long term. He antcipated the predicaments of the Al age in his novel. The Rerum
of Vorman, inwhich a mmachinge outwils its progranuner. The saentist often drew mspara-

tion from Indian traditions - he reportedly asked architect Charles Corea to design the [L-
CAA campus according to Buddhist concepts, AL the same time, Marlikar made it a nis-

stom to counter pseudoscience and astrology. He umth- soenee accessible wile underhming
thal there were no shortouts to excellence 4},"""'. L%
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AMITARH SINHA L ALIND CHALHAN
MEW DELHI My 20

FROFESSOR JFANT Marlikar, one of India's
FNOST PEOmiEen S0 a0, passed away in
P om s selay mormorg. An astmop s clst,
marbisar i hest bnoanifor hixwork onan al-
ternateie cnodel af the universe, separie
fromm the Big Bang. In cofaboration with his
PhiD guide Fred Hioyde, cne of the leadirg fig-
wres of Ieh-ceniuny stropdysic.

Tk Hebe- Marlikasr chieory prodiuced e
wdence o suppart what is known as the
steady=state theary af the mmiverse. Uniiio:
the Big Bang oy thar supps<cs adefinine
beeginréng, anid possibly &n eni, o theuni-
verse, the sieady-state theory maintains
that the universe has always been, and
would caninue to be, e way il is —infi-
nafe i exm e, wWithour & Begnning of an
end 17 2cknostedped H'IE':'!DlﬂﬂlfIE 1ns-
wersr, which was expenmentaly verifizble,
b prnposed that the universs was able m
maineain & constant densiey by continu-
nusly craanrg new mathar.

The steady-state theory, mainstream in
e 1950y and the 1960, has Decome s

popalar cver me, mainly because of the
ernerpance of new evid ende har berr sip-
jparts the Big Bang theory.

Marlikar's contribution

Biers in 19635 in Kothagrur, Maharashica,
Marlikar was & young PhO student at
Camshridge Unheersity in the sasly THE05,
wisen he produced a series of influenozl
veeks im cosmalogy. be did so under the
gubdance of Homple, whi hsd come upwith
the steachy-state theory of the undeerse in
collabaraticn with Hermann Boad: and
Thomas Gkl

Incideraalty, Hoyle & alss the oo vba
coined the term ‘Big Bang, referring to that
Chieonyina tarhier csmi ssee manner ifd -
din inceres m P98,

Mariikar gnlefed (he poTure at a ome
when fresh experimental dats prododed Dy
radin ascronemer Martin Ryle, an the
Cambridge  University's  Cavendish
Laboramry seemed to support the Big Bang
phearly; amnd proided new energy 6o the de-

bade. Markiar and Hople used some of Ryle's
ower cata oo showr that Ryie's results were
Lnited, ard red conciusne sndencesal 1he
Bz Bang theory.
The tw elevefoped their wark Farther,
and prodced A fameus Hogle-Nafikar
1oy Al peomised 1o.aer several other

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-14), 21 MAY 2025

Narlikar’s challenge to Big Bang

Jayant Marlikar and his PhD guide Fred Hoyle proposed an alternative to the Big Bang thEﬁF‘.'r’lhlv’ modifying
Einstein's general relativity and suggesting the constant creation of matter in the universe

1l
=

Professar jayant Mardikar (first feft) miet Lal Bahadur Shastri (second (eff) during
rhi Bharat Drarshamn in eary 1965, fowont VNeiiar bl Mading

esratibshed cheomes, induding graang Their
main motivation o an alemanve cheary
seemed i stem B a fes malor shormoem-
s ol thie Big Bang thenry that conbirue o
puzele schenrises evern baday The Big Bang
iy says thie Lrdvere came ialo Being in
o single instant aboul 135 billon years
apo. Al matter and enetgy in the universe
wers crealed in that singie instant, and afl
mqugn[mmﬂ'ﬂjmrnmm
of this pre-exeting matter and erergy
The Big Bang thenry 15 inabe o eiplan,
eeur: boday, where the matter and energy
produced in that insfant came fromy, arwhar
bappened befare that. That sudds n oreabice
of the universe et of notkang PFas been an
R |ssie for a ol ad schenists.
Hiae and Magtikar instead woried 1oe-
plain the sbeady-state thiory, One of their
ke itleas in thein Tporhe 505 was Ehe on-
LRV ErEanion of iew marter inche unfverse,
T was important foc the modd ef the uni-
verse flunt thisy propoeed.
In building this model. they 3lso scuzbe
Lo rrctify Einstein's gereral relatisiby In pen-
vl refanvany, graving arises ourof local car-
vature o gpacetime caused by heavy objects.
Hiade and Marlikar propoesed thal gravity at
afry Bocarin i Che universe could s be al-
Tected by far-away chijects. bn 3wy, all the
alier everywhere in (e universe can-
imibuses to grmaiy atany given plare,

I an expand ing universe, che disciin-
nen cf marter i thie universe woul charge
:|.ru_1 H.‘u.t'.l.'nuld.aﬂ'r!:[g]'m:,u aft Ty giveen b
cation Tokeep gravity unchanged, Hode ard
Martikar had po introduce the idea of mestars
creation of matter.

Irshis-awniobiogaphy, My Taie of Four e,
Marlikar himsell explains heww che universe
£an be seen as expanding stead iy, while
nwimﬂﬂ:deluit}t

understand this concept beter, think
of cagitalinwestee i 3 bardk whigh, ol s
flsed rate of compound interest. Thatis, che
Interest accrued i constantly added 1o the
capital, which therefore grows mao, song
with the inferest. The universs sxpands like
e capital with compeund inberest
IHrwever, a5 dhe name'steady state enplies,
the universe always presenis the same ap-
pearance toany chserver. Such an obsereer,
for e, can measure the density of the
wmieeTse froem e to lime. Heor she shioukd
find thw universe i have the same density a2
&l times, How iz this pogsible, when we
knonw that amything that espands becomes
dilged and less and less dense? To answer
this dqueskion, Berdi. Gold and Hoyle had so
comhiade that fhefe & nesw malter creatsd o
make wp for te diminishing densiby of ex-
isnag mamer” Nadikar wiote

That was the reason vy e seady-slam
theoay proposed thak the-density almalee in

the uieTse was constaot *1iwas Che same,
waﬁwtﬂﬁmmw.aﬁ_mhmw_arda
ir».-nulum.r-a-ér.rEI::1:Im1|.;EI::Irz;I:t-:irlfr::Il!1=1 uﬂﬂimm 1_15-:l|rl
chis respecr, the | 3 -
sy, [ye bieg barg theory wihich assumed that
thae ervire uEihverse thal wae soe foday came
i existence (nore ga. thirough aprirmor il
pplasiee creation evenl,” Mastikar wmote.

His magor coniribrtion was inmodifyice,
Emstein's general relarvity equabions ina
wial that was oomsistent aith the crestion of
Ny ETatkes i fhe universe.

Decline of the theory

Dz pire the elegant malPematics [har
Harlikar haal produced, the steady-srare
theary showhy Ingt cul with The emecgence
of new abservations that Nt the Big Bang
moddel better. One of the mast proasment
diseoveries in this regand was that of aos-
mic rmacrdwave backgrownd [Cha] radia-
riniin 1965,

Discovered accidentally, CE refers
thie mécrowane radiagion that Rlls the uni-
verse and is considered o be remnanies of
thit Big Ramg evert. The Big Hang theary pre-
dicts the existence of this kind of beck-
grawnd radistion. & asa pino poses tha thid
radiarion woukd have 3 uniform empera
e rverywhere. The aondenally discow-
ered CAE has properties that are wel]
aligred with the predictons,

Some other ohservations made later in-
chuding evidence 1o show that falayies
arvelve, anl that distand gakivies aee yousnger
and roare chaonc, and Some af the work of
Stephwen Hawking ared Rosser Penstss o gin.
quiartties, piled m“fth‘iﬂﬂﬂftm:.um-tﬂ[
the Big Bang treory. Thiry alen challerged th
s achy-state Cheary,

Plaifeiar and Hoyle orbed mo acdress
ol these challenges, but by ghe ]ggﬂimg:r
Bang theary bad merged 3¢ phe Ilumlmﬂs[

excplanation e che gt of g c
Nartikar, while akmpmoder o e

ledg -
g eviknoe in Mrﬁmumﬂﬁhm
rqlmﬂ*ﬂtﬂ'tﬂﬁmwsmlmmmm
A, 40 Wk based o several unprye
ESSUMPHONS that were spen for cha e
Hir condidered himself amangsg e mu“m
¥y thakbelieved that sufficient Bt o ey
megﬁmm-mu;ﬂhzt Siating,
hintzhy their bag ideas ey argely
mmufmmmdﬂwilﬁnmﬂﬁ
and Faie has oot been discarde 1y,
dertyirg mathemarics wag based i
st (BUndations, and mamy of m:;,ﬂn?
mhsu‘:imﬂjuuhm'uhpquhrmq
tirswse 00 e useful in difereng sn e -
=

*lll-lmuu_;q
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Narlikar and Srinivasan leave behind a shininglegacy
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Data-driven Diagnosis
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A Double Dilemma

Tndia’s interrelated fight against corruption and unemployment i crucial for inclusive growih,

as systemic graft eripples job creation, erodes public trust, and wastes its youth protential
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growing imgeiient: O
e adenlifed Em
menl as el fop oimcemm
at, l.-r:r-l pTsishs. briermac
linznal exsmiplis— from Eabo-
Blis e-gremanoe 5o Fwmday
anti-corrapton cours-—dem-
nnstaze tai ransiommeatonal
chasge 1 achiewvable, Indis
nrst recogise thar corrapton
15 miTe  legad vidasien:
# is Ehe spwiematc thefl of s
papk‘.ﬁnjmmdkmug:u
ruption and crealing
ﬁd-mpup:::mmm
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) FIRST STEP

C reating an academie destination for for.

eign students requires certain conditions,

The University Grants Commission has in-
structed higher education institations to add up to
25% of supernumerary seats over their sanctioned
total exchusively for foreign students, This is a first
step because overseas candidates studving under-
graduate and postgraduate courses need to be ac-
commodated apart from students from within the
country. Simple and transparent admission pro-
cesses and a student-friendly atmosphere could
gradually turn India into an international aca-
demic hub as envisaged by the National Education
Policy, 2020. To streamline the process, the UGC
hias asked for dedicated offices for foreign students
and the notification of programmes, fees and eligi-
bility criteria on the HEIs' websites.

But increasing seats and easing admission
alone cannot magically transform India into a
global academic destination. The UGC™ SUEEes-
tions seem to overlook the challenges that Indian
universities and colleges are mired in today. In a
country where HEIs often lack adequate infra-
structure, research facilities and teacher strength
as things stand, encouraging foreign students
In extra seats may not be easy, This is especially
Important for research and professional degrees.
Another important necessity is the standard and
size of laboratories, Only a few HEIs can boast
of laboratories which are as alluring as overseas
ones. All institutions must have moedern, well-
run residence halls too. As for a student-friendly
atmosphere, the suppression of student protests
in the South Asian University, which takes in
foreign students, and the viclence on campus
over non-vegetarian food served in a mess on Ma-
hashivaratri, to cite a few examples, do not augur
well. What is needed is a change of mindset — g
hospitable atmosphere and an acceptance of di-
versity. Another challenge is the lack of autonomy
that HEIs suffer from or the ideclogical compli-
ance with one political party that their adminis-
trations exhibit. The university courses must be
attractive and superior enough to make a degree
from India valuable. For that, each institution
must build on its core competencies, There should
be a rational freedom in faculty selection and the
fixing of fees for foreign students as is the case
in some HEls elsewhere. Increasing seats by 25%
with no financial backing 1% not practical, 1t is best
to take the UGC's prompting as a frsi step and
prepare the ground for the change. The challenges
must be addressed before the project takes off,
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-y daughiler, who is
campletinghigh schoal,
has mrpressed Inberest
in contimaing her edo-

SO Wl Lot
EPRCE AL oy ;
".f."]!-lll: researching the top instita-
tions giobally in thisspace, T was sur-
prized to 2o a plethora of Chinese
unlversitice dominating the ran-
Kings. As [ losked through other
STEM aress, the same patern émer
ged — if not accentuated — with
much larger peesence of Chinese
universities, especially tn areas of
compater scienoe and Al

[ recoflected & comversstion with a
professor-friend of mine in the U5,
who had been tracking Chinese rese-
arch oulpat. He hed told mve that o
e past Mpears, output from Chiness
universities in STEM has boen conti-
nuously exeeeding that from the TS,

Fora countey that sl pats lampo-
oreed in inbernational media for ‘che
ap copyor'substanderd product’, in-
creasingly innovative capabilities in
social revedia like THETak, af In Al
likke DieepSaek and Manus, are stun-
ning the werld. China’s dominance
im sedar eell manufacturing and EVs
is already wall Known,

%0, how did China make it hap
pen? Project 285, conceptualized in
1958 by the Jinng Zemin admindsira
tion, selected 38 aniversities R 1o

creased . invesiments (o make them
‘workd-class’, The results are now
showing Foous on the number of
universitbes has since gone far be-
yond the original 38 Ecosvetems are
Eprming around chosen unbvarsities
similar o omes created in areas Like
Epstomn and Bay Area inthe 1S

Irbia responded 1o ihe losming

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 24 MAY 2025

=¥

challenge in its 2006 badget by iden-
Lying 23 univereltles acmes priva-
te and public sectors in which Gal
was willing io iovest sipnificant
s b make them 'world-elass”, AF
Lerthe initial hullabalog over the se-
lected private universities, not
much discussion about investments
or thiede i paced has been made s the
publle Space

While having many inieresting
idans, India’s next wpartant effors
around education theough Matianal
Education Policy (WEF) 2020 has be-
on stuck in ‘debates’ over matiers
tike “imposition of Hindi' and “cen.
tral interferenice’. Here, Loo, the re-
guiite e While e wiag muchjoy
in Kolkata for pipping Bengalura as
Inclin's top research hub in the pre-
shigios Watore Index 3084, the for-

Instead of trying to convert
Indiwidual universitles as
Islands of excellenca, identify
cities that could become hubs
of Al quantum computing,
biotech and climate tech

mer was ranked Bdth and the latter
ESth amang 200 science cities aooss
e il Bedjing topped the List, fol-
Iowed by Sharghal, Mew Yook, Bos
ton and Manjlng, Five Chinese ciliss
wert in the index's top 10 (compared
to foar Amarican cithes)

Can a democratke, diverss India
respomad i the spme way b China's

top-dawn, centralizsd approach to
higher pducation exeellence? Pro-
bably nat. To achiene success, Indla
shoulbd consider two things:
@ Instead of trying to corneert indi-
vidoal universities ag islands of
academic and research excel-
lence, India shoukd look to id-
emtify citfes that cinald beco-
me hubs al subiscts ke AL
quantum eomputing, bio
tech and climats technolo
g% Eachof these areus conld
b Inoked at from all angles
inchading — but not 1imited
o — resparch and inmowati-
on, while expanding to con
glter ks impact from areas ke TP
and legal issues, boking st commer-
clalising these innowations, or ewen
afudying its impact scrass socletios
Indian cities are blessed with go-
od academic nstitutions that can be
loverdged to create talent acroas ey
futuristic areas by creating exesl-
lenos in one ares 1o stact witk, Thay
can then becomie hubs of talent pro
Viding 360" perspectives across in.
mgwatlon, commerclalisation and
consulting, which a single-mindsd
vigion around ressarch in an unde
mocratle monslithie society like
China's eannot,
8 Given the Trumpadministratbon's
umprecedented assanlt on its highey
elucation system — the threat o
sht dawn Harvard s forelgn eneai.
meni befig the EBbest, oven as it was

blocked fiar the time being by & fede-
ral judgeon Friday —India is the oo
Iy large demoeratie country with
both the ability and the willingness
of §ts populstion to abaorb Instiie.
tions and academics seeking a safe
haven autside the 115, While MEF do-
e talk about introducing foreign
educstion instimticns within Indis,
wehave sofar falled to bring in anyo.
newarthwhile

Tt wonald be advisable bo relook at
our pallcies and redouble efforts
hoth from central and state lpvels to
bring immediate improversent to
India's higher sducation ecosys-
tem, While we shiould continue to fio-
CILE 0L Enadldieg homegrown inatlba.
ticms, there's no doubt that competi-
ton from forelgnuniversities, along
with sccess o glabally recognised
gcademics, will provide tmmense
oppartunitics to, and traskion fior In-

dis's scholars.
=

STEMPUNK CITIES

A 1L s would, of course, me
._ quirnour politclans and admi-

in 19948, China"s Project 985 selected 39
universiies for increased Investmenis
o make them “world-clazs" Ecosystems
arg now forming similar to thase In
Boston and Bay Areain the US

bors to be a little moes thick.skinned
and willing to aceept ceiticism and
researrh outpuet that emld sven be
contrary o [heir Meskogical pastu-
VIngs. But is it not what a healthy de-
mactacy is all about? IF that allows
s bo reclabm aur “Malasdas' and be
come a real "Vishwagury', pinpricks
some paliticians could feel wold ha
agﬁ_la_%mst t¢ bear

ille . primary and  secondary
educatlan improvensents arg me':.
5ATY 10 solve today s probdem, highey
education can be the dagrway for [1-
dia to claim dominancs inthis cenby.
ER I we donLact now, it 1L Be d ifiey]e
tocatcliugto e yawning gap bobwe-
ennusand Ching, and the 115

Ve eortier (2005, gintm ang AT,
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US AND THEM

Targeting of foreign students signals America's retreat from its
own superpower. The world watches as the battle shifts to court

HAT DOES IT mean to be an international student, now, in a country

that celebrated itself as the “land of the free” till recently? In the view

of US Homeland Secunty Secretary Kristi Noem — enforcer-in-chief

of the Donald Trump administration’s brazen attack on Harvard
University — the onus hereon will be on the non-citizen student to prove her innocence.
In effect, the order revoking Harvard's access to the Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS) bars arguably the US's most prestigious university from en-
rolling foreign students. The six conditions that the Homeland Security department has
laid out include giving to the government “any and all audio or video footage in the pos-
session of Harvard University of any protest activity involving a non-immigrant student
on a Harvard University campus in the last five years”. What does it mean, then, to be a
studentin a country that views free expression —whose corollary is creativity and inno-
vation —as a threat? To study, and perhaps make alife, in a superpower that is retreating
from the very promises and principles that powered its rise? The answers to these ques-
nons will be found in times to come on the campus, on the street and in the courts in the
US. They will resonate far beyond the country.

There is a utilitarian defence of the F-1 visa: Foreign students pay more than their US
counterparts; diverse backgrounds enrich student and faculty communities; open univer-
sities have ensured that the US has the best minds (America has the greatest number of
Nobel laureates, many of them from migrant backgrounds). But such an accounting as-
sumes that the Trump administration's actions are grounded in an economic or strategic ra-
tionale. Itis clear that this is not the case, Anti-semitism in a small section on the CAMpuUS is
being invoked to police what has been, for all its Faults, a bastion of free expression. Ina pop-
ulist moment, the elite private colleges — including and especially the Ivy League — make
ﬁ?r convenient scapegoats, to appeal to a base that feels left behind. The weaponisation of
visa status sends a chilling message down the line on the right to protest and dissent. It says
to every American: If we can go after Harvard, we can g0 after you. The attack on “foreign-
ers” is of a piece with the parochial politics that is the hallmark of Trumpism.

Last month, when the Trump administration withdrew federal funding for Harvard
and mreat?neld its current course of action, the university's president said it would not
surrender its independence. After the latest order, Harvard is taking its case to the US
courts. But the universities must also look within, They must ask why they are seen by
me:lnyas I:,::EES l:r e:éclusinn, and how they can reach out without com promising on ex-
cellence. More broadly, as the US trie ini it ' : :
it risks losing its grea:':rest soft pmﬂ.'ei FFJ:EIE:;FE];EE;E?E l}r;lly et

I many across the

world and the basis for much of America’s power. Trump does his country grave dissery-
ice in brying to make it a target on a student’s back. 1,27[;}5[ \©
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Hervarl saed and got a temporary
stay on the Troamp adiministraticsn's
Intast ruling—disatiowing theanimrsity
Iram  enrolllsg forebEn  sfudents.
Galling enralment of foreipn students
a “priviege mol 8 plght..bo heip
Columaistbased  pad multbilion dollor sndowmeats",
In DBawa what homaland sscratary Hriss Noem
sabd bears repeating. “Thizs adeslnl-
siraticn is halding Harvend accountahle for fostoring
wvinbampe, amtisemitism, and coordibating with the
Chinsse Commn it Party on fts camgaus. ™
Ewen #xls Hng stod erds are nod sale since the Bomas-
fand department Bas s&ld e thousands of carrent

fralgn-born sdudents at Harvand “must ranalEr o
|nsatheir ol stafis.”

Tramphas rained hisgunson American unkverss-
tes for nwhile now as beseaks 1o gl these Instimilons
to change {heir behaviony Trump's supporters view
aniveraity faculiy A5 pampered, laey; elitist, and worst
of all, Hbsral

Trump beam has ip partboalar targeted Diversity
Equsity; ard Inedusion (DEL} programmes - it wanls

Harvard o shaliar all DEl measures 1hat violate
federal Bw Per Trump 2.0, Harvends support of
affirmative action (reservations) suppoaedly lowared
workplace standards and allegedly took away jobs and
university admissions fom whibe Amaricans,
Bill Ackman, the billboraire who led the campaign
1o omst Harvard's black woman president Claudine
Gay for her perceived anti-Semitic positions, alse
tamsented that the number of Jews going to Harvard
had declinad. This appeared to suggest that Bl quatas
had Laken away seats from deser ving Jews i
Infaed, it was Asian-Americans who ed diserimi-
patory quotas af Harvard thatlimited the namber whe
could got in despite thelr having requisite grades and
gualifications It took 175 Supreme Courd to rule

TIMES OF INDIA (P-22), 24 MAY 2025

Ty
e

fwvonr of Aslan-Americans and lorce schooks [ike
Harvard tonot use affirmative aciion 83 p criterion for
admisziion,

Paricalasly distorbing is the Trumplan call for
diverse viewpoints inall degartmenis. Dioas thls mean
fhewt In emgineering, coenputer seience, and medicine,
thres areas in which Harvand excels, one's paliteal
aryd social haliefs become oneal thecriteria for kirkng®

Bif assuming offies, Trump 2.0 has leveraged.
federal finapsing bto by &nd reehape W CoUnY s
umiversitins, Trump suceesstolly forped Columhbia ta
accept his secommendalions on ast-Semltbsm by
threatening towithhold $400mn. Kow after sitempling
tocoerce Harvasd by cuttingoff 32.2nin
Tederal funding, hehasalsedecided tanok

& US repu

His latest attack on America’s premier univ is part of his anti-intellectual crusad
ed the move, but foreign students’ plans

" Trump Spots Red Star Over Harvard

e. Court has
big hits

tation will still ta

Trump administration bas abready gent a letter to

Harvasd demanding governanse and leadership reform,
meritbased hiring and sdmissions reform, wiewpaeind
diverslty In hirtng and admisslons, and reformation
of academ e programmes with an egregious record of
anti-Semitism,

What univeraidies fear 1 that such govt measires
will reducs academic standands and adverzely lmpact
thess instiations’ global sanding. Shanghai Jino Tong
[Fniversity's respocted anmeal racking of the world's
2000 best vniversil s puls sixtesn Amerlcan undversi-
ties in the top twenty in the world - the fop three were

Harvand, MET, and Stanfard.

T preserve thalr global brand. thise
wn eersities have to comtinue toatiract the

alloewr Sarnign ehadentsfoenrol. HMh res] gtudenis rom aroumed e wosld. Todo

The latest ruling 1s no less severe a that, they want to keep thelr campuses
Blow o Harvank Over 27% of Hsstudent  Such steps will Free from state Inberfarence. Can Harvard
muﬂfﬁﬁ‘;ﬁjmt WE&E m]mrﬁmh:;ﬁ;m berause bs
sompetitivennas, AnsducaticnatHarvard  StAndards & impact  onaommment i over $0bn. Tt also has indls.
alan leads toa national and internativadl  thelr standing ential and wealty atumni who woald not

whe'swhoaf studenbs notsarl, invaluabis

to careers, ALGore's roommade at Harward, for instance,
wis aebor Tommy Lee Jooes, Asa friend whostodied at
Harvard recounted hes first class- itincluded the great
grapdsan of Danish philesopher Soren Klerkegaard
and of Mobel physicist Lisus Pauling
¥i Jinping's danghter graduated from Harvard onder
an asswmed name. For Harvard to base such an inter-
natiotal body would be disastrous.

Trump 20 was irked becange it felt Harvard, 1k
Calumbia, failed to protect Jewish siedents during
ity snti-Eeraal proteste last year Bud this lajust & comve-
nbent excnse for broadening the scope of nniwrsity
redor ., American copssrvatives havelor long belinwed
acadenia 18 staffed by liberal faculty whe seck io
intoelrinate yourg peaple nnd ghil ook the conservative
wiice, The crossde apainst anbwersitles i now a

sipnificant part of 1153 cngodng eullise Wae

ok earvas domations foe |8 bt ales pishliely

support it (beth Gecrge W Bush and the Ohamas are
alimni). More importantly foor of the nine Supreme
Court judges, the bench that may nltlmately decide the
case, went to Harvard, four graduated feom Yale, asd
anly Anvy Congy Barrett grafuated from Motre Dame.

Bt the Trump adminigteation can order pmbaasies

boresdrict visas fnstudents admitted to Harvard Forlndian
stadents wha have accepied admission to Hacvard this
E%MEMEMW!MH 5 too lade fo switch
E

Harvard's case will possibly he [ast-teacked,

WhikT-Li.rv.?.rﬁ BT A S0Y Order. the Trumyp ruling in the
short run will wreak havor on the academic careara of

infernational students unless the two sides agres o
pamypromise.

Thewsriter txughtat U5 Atr Furet War Coflege & Dniversity

af [dinaty _Tarllq.-'-ill"ﬁ.-"‘_"
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SANS THE SACRED

Cﬂﬂexmnstest
Yourtrue mettle?

recatly saw A pletaresfa bride in Hassan, in kag-
nasaka, st in her bridal sttire and writing her
A_BCoen examinatinn, an bee weddi Perhaps
e can add ko the quote abaout enly pen things being
ﬂn‘tahmuh:wﬂ:t-duﬂaudm-mmumid;
Emmahazf: SECI 0 bt in the news, whether it s
the comtroversies ever papet beaks, discrepancics in
w.mmmmﬂ_ﬂa of top achievers lecking
hhmhmdhnmkﬂ:mmdnnmm
pers of the duy. OF enarse, exam results come with
IEEniews — children seem to soore even mors ancl
year. Farents gosh abaut how foeused, methedical,
:rbilrnpm-iqusmdi-'m-&mnmﬂ:&ﬂﬂ:ku areand
children, mmndﬁunmﬂﬁpaﬂummemmﬂr
parents, ieachers, and well, you get the gist Exame
biawe their place asa neesssary ovil— bus far g muc
significance bas been attached 1o their oateomes,
Twas always 1ol in school that cme had 1o do well
mdic:tum.sqmﬁ::dbm:mmnummadm
Hife; afier all, the report card is requestedasevidence
y .‘-'-flu.:numrm:ﬁm:dhdmt&:mn
nmmmmpm{-fn{m:wﬁuﬂslmw
WMWEJHEEH&Emmhh:aﬂmhsmtdj
Unlike ﬂthhnfwrﬁmu,ﬁ&!&hﬂmmﬂu
past had far mere amuging challenges posed 1o
them. Even relarively recently, in B85, when Syn-
dararajn Bhattacharya, the Sanskrit poet and the
aumnrufFun‘manr.iuup.mmﬂum-:dTm-

wamcure, thi king su ; posed bm o mesrical
chellenge m Sasskrit—"The
meon hedd S on g lead ™

‘Weall know bt Shiva holds
the crescent maan om his
hesd, but when om fse earth
doed the reverse happent
The talented posrrespondad
im ther e meser, citing the
destructdon of the Tripuras
bﬁf‘:hﬂ" the moan became
Shiva'scharioCwheel and so,

Anusha SR30 iy effoce, it beld Shova. on |1z
B Thes gathor of Mo heaid

il'!ﬂ'l.h:sn'rﬂmmn Ehnja hhﬂgﬁﬁrd 50 mli?lﬁ

Things about wery old poems during his resg

g thar e grew tired of them

[ B Anustaian anil wanted some sriginal

* omes fior & ehange. And 50,

he anmgenced a suksrantial

rewird —of a lakh gold cofes — to arvone who soald

present kam with a ew poem. Unforanstely for che

poetswihi eried bo Fulfill s wish, the leasmed schaolurs
imthe king's courtwere preity Formidable.

O of these pelsobars could nemrsn anything by
Eearing ivone, ancther cowld do that by hepring it
meice, and thethind, by heasing it thrice. Amden, when
A poet dared o nppre o the court e reciie bis posm
i the king, cthe selwslars woeld immediztely dedars
thar dae fivins was nod new smil chat they b it al
ready, Then, the sharpestof the three seholsrswod
rexite the poem aloud, having hearditonee, Thiswas
Foifloawed vy reswfition by thessennid ssholar aewdthen
v Ehvird - thetreby desnomatration that the posrwas
Eﬁ"ﬂlﬂuum “ﬂlﬂj;.amctml:;ui ni;:h the

e by reciting o new poem in Sassksig verse
=". F&“‘J‘wmuﬁmmﬂn—um man.
Wour had tdken a crore’s warth of
BB [ronm me, worid-Aluimibel give me e amouss
Eackisa Rctwellmcwn i alltheschedarsassembled
Bere, And well, if they do not kv of this fuct, then
mﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlp}nihhhw:my poemElEET amd o o
aweme g lokh gold colns :

Th-‘admla.rs“v.uu all taken aback by this ‘poenr,
?-'Illil-ll.t'hnﬂnb,d'thiug_hndm E[ﬁmlrﬂwmﬂw
‘wazanpousced ag the pevmnrd. i Eur frops 2 “po-
et piem, of coasrse, b the postme cesshully played
anc win the game. Al s o =y, eximeare allwel
ard gl bt sress Ml crallemges = mcs ke e
- ire e groin] a1 eeadun cireg anyore 5 Lo wgrth|
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The ﬂ'El.'l.'rll'IhL! brud
inescapalle conchusions are,
Sl that the applicants foe
j{lt'ﬁl i mst heave the
cadicaricn o che sl ls oo Gl
thee jubs. And, seievedly, that
thi jhs on offier axe nt
arrractive lecause of the
epyicrane af the enLI:-r'[m!E of
the enolumenes
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Why nojobs for most youth?

THERE ABE twa recsnt

Miine, Saiahl, Mediom

[S¥5ME] secoar, ans By uu: 5rr|.IJI
Inikesiniss Dereploprmant Sank of ledia
{SI0E] o thee othier ey MITE Aspo g Both
are alficial repore Theee 5 alee e
Al Sarvey of Uninoorparaied Seomr
Eriiarpeises [AELEE)

Basic Facts,
FEATURES

Lt med i e
i s Bl
ﬂﬂﬁwmgnh:mruuslﬁ
e T TEpertT

B Uit Ot corent classdicalion,
WhicTo enberprises Ravv af EveSImeent
frnit o tgs 00 s 215 oroee and mamover
[ of up b R 10 senis Small hass g
s B 24 v aind o o B ) roni: and
i hawe ug s 125 oore and up
o s 03 e, By this dassifiealian, it
will e clear dhak gl but & few thousand

in e are ML

® The d bstribaiizn of BSe bl nom-
terof BSMEs i Sleveed in faseuf of
Lﬁmrnum:nﬁ'mﬂ— S5 per
=il CIFil

e tocship(S8

lhrru:l'u,pﬂ-pﬂ-pl'rw”l
ceni), pasmnership [ 16 Pt
:ulﬂlm-:umml'-'-*lmmhﬁi
Jamie=d compory| 1}

8 There ace  appiramimacely
4,000 000 ASEES i Indi OF theee,
e 53000 s repisheved an e

W Thede is acoedigap of ks 4 per
ok T e EEME 1-niln |abeut Re30
kb crore T b Sheservices sob-aecior the
papin 27 s Scnrtand in s men Cumed
Eroerprises it =1 peroest.

B MEKE:s coniribuied apmms-
el 4% per cimid o Tdia"s merchan-
dise eorparss In 2070 -4, B abaslule
amcrpa, e friadnilsed of &8 WERAES
e LA in ) |t i e
vl § per e of che ot rarssher ol
BASWIEs ), Thoe bary goteds thatare ex-

i pea e TR T, FEATE
Tmu;mummm
pHocested [ond s asd ain GHEARTEITE
— all ks e, b imchiroogy posd il

B Thers ii o phesho of aedi sup-

e kpymind ichemes
FHHEHEL Reading the reperis, |
counted ar feas! bwe suleiidy schemes
Jaur crindil Frasarnee schemes and ar
Jeast dhireen dreslipuesant scherres. The
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: Sugar [s

CBSE asks schools
TO set up sugar
boards to prevent
Type 2 diabetes in
children and teens.
Experts weigh in
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The great astrophysicist believed it's essential to have voices who question mainstream dogma

Giant Narlikar, Universal Man

lmmartal llne

rything @lsein the umiverse? Unlike
Einstein's theory of relatvvary which
gpesd gravity as a warpling ol gpace
and time, Hovle and Marlikar propo-
god thatgravity issdirest intersction
ermeen all partickes in the umiverse
niEarand far

Their theary also meloded & uni-
que coneept called (he “creaton fi-
ald’, which meant new mitter eomks-
{antly appenring to kpep the wnive s
crepra iy Wit becoming empty
Thiswas consistentwith thebr modod
ol thie universe—sheachy state theary-

which believes the universe (o b
tnifinibe bnsgeand exponse. Whils we
niow hivve strang eviibence for the B
Eang todel—which helieves thauni
werde e pan froma point plasost 34 n
vearsage—ihistheory wasaboldand
thought-provoking alternative thai
pashod sciendists to think diffecently
abemat oo o bkl
verse mavke

Celebrity  came
eariy iodnyant Mar
likar: He was a de
corated siudenk, a
seaLior wrrangler n
Cambrldga mat-
hamatlcs with
loms of prizes e
der hiys beli Yeith
fis worll (oS

Hayhe and Martilar propossd
that grawvity Is a direct
interaction petween all particles

in the universe, near-and far

—

.

misngy Wilh Hovle beliy discissed
in the halls ol schepeos aeross s
world, the Inding government Eaid
ouf g red carpet for him o refuch o
India and set up a sirong groap in
phyvalecs and astronemy resaarch al
Taita Istituke of Fundamentsl Rese
arch (TIFRY, from which would hops-
Fullysoawn many others.

o 1580, UGC crented For him hia
o institatioo, IICAS, in Pune fa
hiekp build astronamy and cosmology
teaching and research in all the uni
versitles aeToes India. At 27, he had
heen awandsd the Padima Bhushan,
which laber baearns & Fadims Wi
ham ns e stepped of 7 i 3-tarm stint
asdirectorod TUICAL

Marlikars approach to the nature
of gravity even ot an early siage ol
his career, showed that ai beart, he
was & maverick. As most cosmala
gists grew cominet
nhle accapting the
Bt Bang model,
Marliear held his
greund that the sie-
adly gtate had bo be
the answar, As D0

re eyldence wos
wnarthed in favo-
wr of Big Bang ba
reapanied  with

aklermatie '-‘."h-||ll-

pations. With Geoff Burlidge and
cihers, he propessd the gunsi-steady
stabe model, 8 universe that eestracks
and skpands, cyeling endleaaky; with
i beginning

The sosmle microwsve hackgro.
urnt, which is the strongest evidence
in support of the Bigp Bang, was gde-
guntly explainesd with a kind of inter
sepilar dust. Models of dest bed temo-
e problems. Bud Marlikar was unde
terred. Harefused tostop thinking. or
reimagining. He was not a contrari-
i, but semebody wha beltaved that

_ it'sessemtial bohave vaices who gues-

tion mainstream dogma

As [UCAA director, [ cherished
Barlikar's tally prasence at the insti-
tute in his offioe next to the library
where ] would regularly gofordiscas-
=ions and acvice. [n the antive Gme 1
worked with him, I fonand his ablegi-
ance to his theories nevaer o ke dog-
wate. In front af stodends and other
acadesies, he woitld be open o all-
i debale abaut anyihing e did or
did not believe in He would argue
with impeceahleripownr, sversmiling.

Tha fact that T cfiin contradicied
him in gcademic debabes was never
hetd perzonally against me, oranybo-
dy elge, Marliltar was a professicnal
academic n svery sgnse of the term

1 gat intersated in astronomy a8 a
chile froem is books, and Carl Sagan,
whase TV waviss, 'Cosmes,” e bro-
ught to Davrikarahan audwnces, La-
ter o, né Tworked alongside him te
aringscience bothe poblic especially
gn;h_',::_;.',lu;q;::ur:‘.w.-.fs-a'-'.".he truedayant
Marlikar--ihe maverick whe was ot
aliraid to guestion the cove dogmas of
arbopne % well ag pll-pervasive peen-
do-science i soflety ambodied in
patrokapy and gemeral Enperstition.

pariikar was truly & giant, nod just
of astrophysics or academis, but of
rational thought and expression. and
spent a liksllmes wery effectivaly com-
municating this toe the rest of the
world. There won't be anpdherol his
leingl. Auliev.
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America against America

By going after Harvard, Trump risks undermining one

of America’s greatest assets — higher education

SUMIT GANGULY

ORMAY 33, 5 federad fudge issmd an inganc-
thoun ggainst the Trurnp adminstratian's pr-
der 1o prevens Harvand Unfversity fram ad-
milrting internatiomal sbudengs, This ander.
whilch the Seetary of Homelard Spriafity,
Eristi Moem, had conveyed in a lemer to
mﬂmﬁliirhfmﬂwd_ (Oiffice, was the laet

sy ad receteed from
administratinn. bn the letter: the Secrotany ac-
cused the urdversity af *... perpstuating an
umsafi canmpus emaronment thas is hostile
bn Jeveitsh st erds, pramates pro-Hamas
symmpathies, and employs radst ‘diversey, e
=0y ared inclusion” palicies®,

Eaefiig, in Agril of this year, the Trumpad-

11 had frozen as mach as 2.2 bi-
I-Il":lu im federal research fimids awarded o
arvard in competitive processes, Muoch of
this funding had been allocatod o the b~
sty T H O Sokocd of Pobdc Heahtlh and e
Hareard Medical School, Both organisstions
are pow reefing fram the affects of thess
abnupt budget cuts ona wide farge of m=eanch
progmmes, induding a host ol ongoing din-
ical trials o In serious jeopandy,

Harvard's mmoublies began in=armest dus-
ing & Congressional hearing kst year in the
wiake of the October 7 terrorist attacks in
Fared by Harnas, when the Chairofthe House
Feepeiblizan Comference, Eitse Stefanik, grilled
Harwmnd's the n-president, Oleudine Gy, on
charges of antisemaism an the university's
campus Stefanik and all her Repahlican col-
leagues op the Comimetbes on Educarion and
the Whorkdoroe, arsd e sonme Democraks,
commeried that Gay's responses wene both
ancchyneand |egafisic, Subsequently, owing
ta her Bilure to address the Bsoe of ani-
semitism moe Farthrightly, fellewed by
charges of plagiansm in somme of her aca-
demac wngs, shiewas forced s resign rom
Lhe univessty presdency,

Deespate Cay's resignation, Harvard re-
e i Aepk e Sk S alter Dl d

What seems to have ph:l:d_
Harvard directly in the
administration’s crosslairs
iz ice refusal to buckle under
the governments threats,
Columbia University,
another Ivy League
Institution fced with
mazsive losses of federal
gramts, after initially
resisting, had decided to
comply with the Trump
administration’s similarly
intrusive demands in the
wake of it5 own hmdh'ng of

prouests onits New York
City campiia

Tramnp ok office foe thesecand mme. hizad-
Mrfistration ssued 3 series of demands in-
b o thramarti callly curta the ummessings
instifutiona seoncemy Theseisdudad pover-
criteria, chasges inadmissions procedurss for
btk dommestie it intemational snadents, re-
Exresinchearenaal viewnaint diversity, and
anextemal sl of idversityunis acosed of
"RpTegious ., anthemitismor other bias™,

[y the face of i, many of thess eypocia-
omE appeaced innocuows, However, had
hﬂdwmm i aciuise, it vaould ke
ammunied 5o the university relisguiding i
intelectual. 3 cadernic, and administratie -
dependence. Man Carber, the university's new
pr=sident, had fonhightly agrend to adidees
Byt (55 uee of anisennitls s oo canmps bang be-
fore the admenistration issued this sy
wiided warning,

Vel s2ems to have placed Harvard di-
Fecty in the administration's omsshairs & its
refusal to buckle under the ETVETTImEnEs
threats. Columbla University, another hoy
League institution Taced with massive losses
off fevderal grants, after irtially resistitg, bad
decided to comply with the Trurmp adimnis-
Iratio's similarky intrushve demands io the
watke af its cown handling of protests on its
New York ity campus. Althaugh it is a
weealthy urivendty, Columbia’s endmment
isafactionofthesizeof Hanard s, and s -
rinistratrs decided that the threatened ios
f SA00 millinn in federal receanch fumds was
enore tham it could bear

The Trump administmbon's hostfiny oo
Wward undwersities is not confired b the ey
League, rvenchoughis memberinsibutions
have bome the brunt of these amac= What
=xplains the bellicosity of the adminsiragan
lowetnd Sioried instintions of hegher educa-
ton? In considerabke part this hosikoy soems
from 2 befief on the part of nany within the
adrupdzeration that these educational meti-

futions are hastions of palitical liberalism,
They also belisve thar, under the guise of ac-
dilenmac Feecom. most uniersites.are hostile
T onSeraatiee idess and anein the business
of indectrinating students,

Given that this ie a desp-seated and
widely shared belief amang its persanmniel
and its supparters, the admirastation has
ke every effort b de o nise universites
AmCmEst e American alectorate, signifl-
cant numbers of whom did not afterd coj-
lezee & has ks puite deftiy mpropristed and
exploited some legitimate grievances that
PNy AmErican txpayers share. For exam-
e, in the last several decadies, nuition coss
have skyrockered across the enticety of
Arnerican hégher edueation (in faimess, at
stale Lniversaties, this i i part due 1o de-
dlining state subsidies bo higher educarian),
At the zame time. undversities, both public
and peivate. have seen significant admings-
frartve toatand soene of their deparmmenss,
especially in the bumanities disd plines,
hatve increasinghy [ocused onmsues ofclass,
ra0e and gender,

Fulidreszing shoroomings and flaws is jus-
cifiabls Hmmer.tl;'e'fn.rnpadmnﬂ'n'ujﬁm
does net stem o have & though il imaging.
e, or meaTingTul straregy for ke thern

Instead i appears intent on eqpicitng them
fior policcal ends. T rockless wislding of the
budge tany ae threatens toundérmice one of
AMENCH's grealest aseets — Fagher aduraton,
This Is 3 sector that hes coneribured in great
IS O AMETICHS nChative Capadty ard
ik evellechoal standing The adminismatans
patensible poal of addnemng the sdhormonm-
ings of LIS higher education i nav placing all
those achievements o sk

e writeris a Senior Felow amd dirpeps e

TR FroedTeanm e Siren g ering .
Inadis Rdonoess ur ey Hoger I hiftaion,

s J.I yo oo Universigy
s
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Price of edu sp

-

Hemall Clvhapia &
Yougita Ran | Tred

Mhamibadi: Aboutadecadeaqn,
in & corner of the saonomics
departmont at St Xawviar s Cal-
lpge, somecne =oribbled a
simple equation on the btk
af A caleleria napkin. It was
an attempt (o gl & price on
krvowbed pe-—how muoch did o
studenil really pay forewch beo
ture? The areeer was o jaw-
ropilng &S paiss.

& lechiare Ly an ablded cour-
se, back them, was cheapor
thian a cup of roadsbde chal,
The wowt chipped in; eduoca.
Choe was akled and alfordalkle
for nll. Bt those days, likeald
collape chalkbaards, hawe
ded intesepla. Fast forward to
the past seven o eiphi vears,
and the campe landscapa
haxs changed.

The rise ol unaided] cour-
sos— marketed with gleek iw-
chares ag “innovative” and
“industry-ready” —has m
writien the college Calalomen

TIMES Special

Thess MTOETramImes cone
with m higher threshold foy
Clasa 12 scoras, visiting Gacul:
tywhoenryy the weight of bo-
ardeocens, and wall-atled pla:
peqeny machinery Once ram
and i al, thegs conrses
Tene e balipomed —apilling
aeross  timetableg.  derawing
aspiranis in hoards. Butalohg
with prestige and promise,
they've browght price tags
that make S pavise goawd 1Lke
{elkloce, pushing many inthe
| eyl ik class ta eake a Jo-
an ko pay fees

Principals recall & gubeter
e, when govd ald pald for kea
Wy roals and crumbling stair-
cases, & kept clasaronins stoc
hed with chalk, That changed
with the elosa unceremonicus
withdrawal of maintcoance
grantz, YVacani teaching posts
—oncifilled with an adrof ue-
gurgy — began togather dust,
; many  tnatirtions
shufMe along with half thelr
sandtianed facilty missing 1in
actlon,” saida principal,

Ard them comes the push.
From being hand-held by the
aLate, pollepes ware nndged in-
o beeoming  “selfsustal-
ning". To stay aflaat, collages
launched unakded courses,

TIMES OF INDIA (P-15), 26 MAY

2025

: irals in age of unaided,
‘innovative & industry-ready’ colleges

FEES MUST REFLECT VAL

AIDED

UNAIDED

FEES IN MU AND AUTONOMOUS COLLEGES

FEE REMGE
-
B4 O TILOOD isiphtly Hober L4000/ 15000 in sutonomous colleges)
BCom . TG (stighHy higher in autenomious oxliegesl
BSe ' FIL.DOO (sihly higher o dasbon oo oalleg il

v T30,000-TLA Lk
EA N0 130,000 113 lakh

savatc: (N Vs to 175,000

psct (ST
Bar © T Up to 775,000

w0 et osem

| mr I » t= 723,000
o5 TR Up to ¥50,000

{SpVTL Mamsgement|

BeCom
BLam

The scenario is

bleak. Let™s niot
tiptoe anound the truth
A5 gtate fundéing dried
up; colinges wers befit to

| navigate turbibent waters

shone, Mumbal University,
ance an archor, filed fo
recalbirate aided cowse
fees in time. Had thans
been foresight, had there
been funding, we
wiouldn't be ez

— A college principal |

the academic eguivalant of
beitkae venhires., Visiting
faculty and industry prales-
sisfnals were broaght ing their
honarariums, cne principal
admitted, weore anything bat
mepdest, Pull-time Tecukiy for
these poogrammss, ton, came
with steeper bille And since
thestate had bowad outof iho
Mnancial eguation, stadends
were beft foorlng 11

And this, shesaid, “led ioa
coste sysbem™, & Colkbpe wit-
nin ihe college. “Soon afier,
parenis started rejecting ‘pla-
in' commercs and “plaln’ sl
ence,” she explained furthes
" student with 39% came and
asked for admission n busk
megs analytics | was shocked
and asked 1 he winld be albilo

t cope, bt the parent ansd
child had lost faith in the obd
courses.” A shillt 1o parenisl
pEche aeoompanied the [es
spike "Parents would ask
apain ard again--'Did you
say RE 445 o month™ as i0 we
had it wrong,” recalled anot
het principal. “They were
used to paying lakhs in schoal
and eEldn'l belisve collegs
couid cost lags.”

et, siorewhere in this pet
ci-value splral, perapscive
got misplaced. Students and
parends fell “mnovariee” oo
nress ware bettar Can the pe-
pulor commerce and sclenoe
propramme. “Manv af our
top CED:s snsdied “repular’
COIMITeRITe. Srientiss
lkkn Jasuni Narkikar studied

728,000 -
7149 lakh

UE: EDUCATIONISTS

FEE RULES FOR AUTONOMOUS COLLEGES

IFHIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSEON ALLOWS

* Courses such &8
BMS, BBA and BCA
recemlly reclassited as

AUTOMOMOUS COLLEGES TO FIX FEES BASED
0N THE FINAMCE COMMITTEE'S ADVICE

» They have thus fallen into
the hands of the state’s Fes
Regulating Authority which

‘professicnal’ under AICTE | will decide their fees

_ IE's naoit profitesring when we change what it

oty bo run a =eSf-hnanced course, Theres
T oot i dh This 5 survial. With the weight of
tine Sexenth Pay Commission out of reach, even
maating the Sicth Pay scale faals hefty, Hirlng
ane securiby guard—ta just check 1D cards—costs
us Bs 200000 & month. Bectricity bills coeme at
commerclal rates, without a paisa in subsidy

= h eoibege principal

I collages doa™ offer valus, they T shat

down, Studerts ane disceming: they won't
pay for emgpty promises. Mo faculty, no placements,
w0 infrastructure? Ko talers

= A govt officlal

Maln scleénce with physics,”
said a princlpal. “The eouirds
idn't make them. They made
theeroursa ™

But  Few understand.
“They leakat the price smd ai-
tach & value to i This prefi
rence: for pollsh extends be-
yond pedagogy "Students co-
me geoufing for amenities
—'Wi-Fi spesd, smart boards.
the wWorks,” another college
head =xid, hall aynosed. He el
td A sparts manngement oo
ursewitha BsZlakh prioetag.
“We buikt & workd-class artifl-
cial i Wetied up with apra.
fessbomal agency. That infrast
ruchure nesds money”

At a well-known college,
students in management prg-
gramimes peteive Harvanl ca

so stsdies and have accaza 1o
mreieded lechiires, “Even tho-
wgh we're an added collegs,
e ot oy peys Half the
sinff salaries Thea rest (8 ma
tapEed throuph self fnaneed
courses,” said the principal.
“Aund juniar college fees? Just
afaw hundred ropees

atill, notall that glitters 15
academic pokl “The feps
must reflact value ” said n se-
nisr-administroton I il new
CRITPES  ecomamy  whers
chalk b5 meplaced by touch-
scresn. and wust by ransace
Hioa, cie leisth endures: The
sonal of educarkon ismt o de
amenities oF the innovarive
lglines of coursss, bot in
what =studenis  iale
when the Wi-Fidisconne:
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A saga of excellence and endurin g legacy

PROF (Dx) ARUP |
KUMAR HAZARIKA |

& Ciogbon Ueaversity celehmbes ks
quasgacenbennial — L5 wears - of
academic egacy, itidoes so with
denp Eﬂl!-lag{l['ﬁ:'iﬂu,pm-pum‘m
reaponabiity. From its fousding
s Cofton College oo May 27, 1501, b its
transformation it Cotton Uniwecsity, this
er idluation in Assam but aso served A5G
eriicible for socal, culbaal, and miellectos]
déveloprwent scToss the entire region,
Cottin Coliege wars born ot fif a histor-
wdl necessity during the colonial period
Spearheaded by Chasl Commissicner Sir
Henry Codton and Assamese visionary
Manik Chandra Barooah, the college was
estahlished in Guwahati 25 a respanse o
the ahsence of higher education instibatinns
in ihe region. [t marked o major s2ep in
canpovenng Assmmese vonth and democ.
calisng edachtion, chatlenging the prevail-
ing notios that higher learmning was anly
accessbie in (alcuria, }
* The institation emerged at a time of so-
cistal teanzirion, a8 the B-year-ald Ahom
rulis Fad Bided snd Assam wis moving bo-
wards modern educational famewocis.
Chief Comissiomeér Cotbon's Joresight -
“There shoukl be a college at Gaubats, I
will come inta bolng seoner than expect-
el — captured il wgency of the tme.
Early opposition &6 soeplicksm from some
.agetions of the imteliEgentiin were over-
come with oolective will and o sense of
re=sponaihilite
Orver (he decades, (e collage nertused
penerativag of leaders, gcholars, and
change-thakers, The diveraily within the
carnpis mirrored the medticulursl pssence
of Assam and the braader Northessr, cre-
ating & witrant dcademic envircament. [
1592, Cobton College was eclared 8 Con-
tre of Exeellence by thi then President of
India, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma o feral

ey
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From ifs Jounding as Cotton College to becoming a university, this iconic instifution
has bsm crucial in fostering tntellectual, social and cultural grotth in the region.

acknowledgement of ts ncademic sssure.
_ The transitson from Cotten College to
!a-':ﬂ-tﬂﬂ Usiversity was mot merely admins-
ustrative but symbolised a deeper scadem-
x mndzwur}mhmﬂmcmmﬁmz
Universiey Act, passed by the Assam gov-
ernznent is, 241, initally crested confu-
oo regarding thi coemistence of the col-
lagaand the university. Concerms grew that
tFoe: hdaoenc college, despite afiering pass-

* gradiate cougwes snce 1078, would be lim-

il b undlergraduste sfucation.

Warioua ; particularhy the
Cogton Callege Teachars' Aszeociation,
veoced their concems and sdwocabed fora
comprehensve apgrade. A significant i

fervention mam e fom then Edocacion Min-

ister Tir Himamta Biswa Sarma, who
formmed an expert cammittes undes the fote
Profdihir Kanb Chooudhury: After detasled
consultarions, the Cotton Eoversity At
was passed m 2017, mergmg the oollepe
aced university into a single metibation —
. usheringin anew e of s unlby and

g it

Amaong the most sgnificant recent mile-
stonesis Cocbon Urmveristy ' s accreditaton
bry the Nitinnal Assessameal ared fooredibs-
tion Coundl PTAAC) In its frst evalmtion
q‘l:'l-'eu.: argwerssty, i carned a prestgioos
G ¢, refleting it sfiong acdemic fine-
thatici, persermeme, and tenching quaily The
achievement not only bossts its matscesl
credhility but also entances cppartunites
for reneanrch fomcding, collaborations, sl ac-
ademic exchange. ;
Cpttan University received the, FAIR

(Prometing Academi: Infrastruciuse and

B eareds) Grant, afinming its expapcing
risgearch potengial, The: graml supoos m-
Iragiowcture upgrades, Wb modemisation,
anil inberdEaciplinary innavation kALYES.

U of the most notahle infastroiure
developments |5 the insialltian of A dedi-

cabed 11 KV HT feeder foom APDCLs sih-
atathon, ensuring a relizble and unintermup:
il power suppdy — furthes réinforcing the
university's academic and research mm-

! lhties.

blow, the: quasquiceniennil celebration
is mo just-ceremonigl — it will gerve as 2
cibalyet b0 renviit and realign che Inselis-
tion's wision. Entering s 1250h yéar e
Inalitution hay embreced the challenges of
glodalEaiion, beckpological change, and the
demand for interdiscpliny knmeledge by
building a more Sesihle e lnckestwe s
demic scosystam,

This epexn® of reform aligns clossty with
i%e pidnciples of the Mationa] Education
Policy (NEF) 2020, The NEF advocabes
four rruu|:uh:-|:|:].|.:l=.|'|.I and vocasionsd |eare-
ing. Bexibility o oesmcula, and a studeni-
focused spproach. Cotlon University has
atkgted fase guiteling through new ac-
atemic: afferings, the promotmoe of myter-
disciplinary research, and the foetarng of
innovalion.

The uniwersity's Higher Secondary -
e, et oEseaed urvlds! UsE Assam govern-
mesi's Best Practive Mentorstip Pro-
gramime, refiecis it deep-ronbéd commit-
ment o early academic development. It
plays a vital role in shaping veell- roomded
learners and preparing them foc higher
aduration and coempelilive fufures,

A major asat in Colton's recend trans-
dorrmbion 18 iR Foung and dyramic; fculty
Their essergy e researcheorienbed mind-
et harve sigmificantly enmiched che amdem-
ic: ealbure, Faculty development pro-
grammes, memal résearch grants, and
cepuler participiion in mbionel seademic
el s barre bedome cenieal [ instibatiosal
groswih. i )

plan=thelees, challenges remain, Like
g insiiatinns in Endia, Cotion Uniwer-
gty must ponfront issoes soch &5 limited

mtrrmlicnal wxposure, insdequate infre-
SETUCLHTR, the nead for stronger mdusioy
Enkapga, and the imperabive 1o boost re-
search ot and plobal rnkings.

T addrede these, the university has
adoptsd § stracegss, malb-pronged ap:
proach. It is epgrading curvicula io belter
aligs with industry azd socieinl neods, Fac-
uley revruilssent-and devel cpment fooss
o research exceBencs anl el n.
frestruchice i being expandad with sup-
port fram bl Stibe aned ki onad ressan-
#4. Cobinn |5 a0 esteacing digital trasa-
fruetention by inkegrating smart classcooms
amd nibse platforms to ennch the learn-
ing ewpesiencs, Furthermors, the univer-
Exty @ms to estabiish Centres of BExcal-
linie i oty areas such as environmental
scierce, data soiezce; biodiversity re-
sessrch, arl Morthesss Iodia stucies. Thess
cemires will gerve a8 hihs for redeasch
aind collnbaration, elevating Cothon's ack-
demic profile glotally,

As the insEuiion mars ik quasguices-
lenoial, i does 5o not mecely Iy celincting
it e parst ot by ackrvely shapiog ila lu-
e, From i oocdest mestbulben Teoemn ot of
regionl aspication, il las become 4 amver-
sity of nationdl nepibe — aymbollseg per-
severance, viahn, pd dacellanoe,

The spirit of Cotton Hes In its people
Crererations of studeris, fcaling Akewoi, and
iyl have contritroted fo ics snduring bega-
ok Motahle aluemmi hawe gone on b serve
with dstinction in literabure, polisics, pub-
lic adminisiration, scence, s the arts -
cuntiming ko ingpice and suppeet the insti=
D.H'Junth:nt:lh.np.:::mm_

With & strong foeindation, clear mission,
and_hﬂ]ﬂm’ ior, Coeton University is posed
torise te even grester haighis. [o remaina
abescon of kmewledge, Jeadership, and e
Tghtehment — pot only for Assam and tae
Mortheass bt foc Inda and the wodd,

Wy
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Teachershortage:
Stopgap is no solution

aced with a severe shortage of teachers, the Karnarta-
kaeducation department has announced the recruit-
mentof 31,000 guest teachers—the highest-ever—for
the 2025-26 academic year. On the surface, thisappearsto
beawelcome andurgent response to a long-standing crisis.
However, the sheer scale of this measure raises troubling
questions about the government’s planning, priorities, and
commitment to gquality education. Why did we arrive at a
situation where over 50,000 positions were left vacant in
the first place? This decision, while necessary in the short-
termn, is a glaring example of systemic fatlure. Temporary
appointments may offer a band-aid solution, but they ex-
pose deeper wounds of administrative neilect.
'ThESEthE'SI teachers will remain mservice onlyuntil per-
manent staff are recruited or until the end of the academic
vear, But what happens to them after that? Many choose
government schoolsover better-paying privateinstitutions,
holding hope that temperary service may lead to perma-
pent employment. Unforfunately, history offers hittle reas-
surance. Cuestteachens in government institutions served
foryears, onlytobe discarded when permanent posts were
filled. Many were deemed under-qualified, while athers,
having dedicared over a decade to
teaching, found themselves age- o
barred from securing alternative | TR ETGIE

employment. The buman cost of
such ad-hoe policies isimmense, UUSLLTLE

bothi for the teachers and the IJEHIJH[I
temporary

students who rely on them. The
government claims that perma-
nent "-"llﬂﬁ'mﬂm will ?*—‘EHE b fines, recruit
internal reservation for the
category is resolved. But must we permanent
wait? Recruitment should be a  JTTEITT]
continuous, streamlined process, ¥
not a reactionary measurs when teachers
vacandes reach crisis levels, Edu- —— ==
cation is too important to be held N
hostage by administrative inertia and political indecision,
The data paints a grim picture. In Kalyana Kamelltuka
alone, thereare m.ﬁ?ﬁteaﬂﬁtrgwmntiﬂﬂmymrismg]}:
the region lags in S5LC results with Kalaburagi recording
a disrnal 42.43% pass rate. Government schools across
the state fared poorly, with a pass percentage of B2.7%,
compared to the Karnataka Residential Educational Inst-
utions Society (KREIS) schools run by the Social Welfare
Department for marginalised atudenmwhjmaclhmredun
impressive 91%. Primary and secondary education forms
the hedrockof a child's future, IfKamnataka is serious about
sacuring the prospectsofitsstudents, it must move beyond
StOpgap suiuﬁumﬂppﬂiqﬁngpfnnanmaquahﬁ&d teach-
ers - nottemporary fixes—1s ﬂleunj}'m}rfulmard: The state
must act decisively, expedite recruitment, investin teacher
training, and ensure stability in schools. Children deserve
more than a patchwork education system: they deserve a
Rture built on certainty, not conangency. @?.‘L#}w‘..ﬁ /
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Harvard pushback
keytoideaof America

major source of America's soft power has been its
university system which is accessible to students
oim across the world. Its universities have contrib-
uted substantially in imparting the nation's ideals to these
students. Most American universities have displayed the
stated ideals of the country- pluralism, tolerance, freedom
of thought, respect for knowledge and ideas, keenness
for innovation, and other qualities considered critical to
human progress. America has represented and promoted
these qualideswhich have enabled its riseasaworld leader
Harvard University has led other reputed centres of edu-
cation in America in all these respects. It has now been tar-
geted by President Donald Trump. The moveis in line with
Trump's running confrontation with the progressive iraits
of American society - his mission seems to be to underming
the university and send out a message to his constituency
and the wider America.

The attack on Harvard started weeks ago, soon after
Trump assumed office. The administration froze federal
grants of about $2.2 billion to financially paralyse the
university, over non-compliance with a set of demands
These demands included report-
ing of students who violate the

law.mmmmmmgad . ;fan external @ ETHS
party to academic departments, 1
ostensibly to introduce diversi- to Trump's

ty of views but aimed to control EENTIEETTTS
them, reducing the influence of B :
faculty members and students in isalsoa hght
Eivcrsiryaﬂaj?s.and providingof UL
byraceandnatonalorietothe TAASUELD
administration, Every demand is  JLULIE (][R
miended to control the university
and changeitscharacter Protests —
by students on the Palestine issue, forexample, isaviolaton
of the law. Now, 2 ban hasbeen imposed on the admission of
foreign students. Some 6,800 students - including 750 In-
di_a.ns —who make up abour 27% of the university's strength
will have to shift to other universities or leave the US. The
administration is using the studentvisa and tax exemptions
asweapons against the university.

Theattackon Harvardis ofa piecewith the moves against
intellecnpals and foreign nationals that are part of Trump's
politics, The idea of MAGA (Make America Great Again)
goesagainst the idea of a diverse and plural America which
s represented by Harvard and other universities, The excel-
lemce of Arnerica's universities rested on tharidea, Harvard
is pushing back against the attack on it. Ithas won a judicial
stay on the administration’s move but Trump is not one to
bedeterred by that. This resistance s significant not just for
the thousands of students but to the idea of America\ 4,
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Why are ‘sugar boards’ necessary in schools?
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Trump, the anti-intellectual,
 Harvard: Who's winning?

ark in the day,
“Harvard-ret
urned” ey o
¢iad cachet,
ore  wersn'l
that mary Iisdians either
brigh! emough or rich
cnagh to make dee cal
Ouford-Cambridge Har-
vard — that was the alcl-
e dream of ambitiows
parents. "My betazder s
atudylisg ar Howard”, has
beon & prowd basst for Pa-
paji and Mumeny i for de
cades. A "Hnrvard-ret
uened” gy was conss
1 troghny busteaod, add
piveg noe subamatically ele-
vated Che girl's Gumily,
while the brdlamoom's
rivarnvioratically sdded a
ferw zovoss o the diwry
Aftey all, the mopey st
ol In that prieey., prsligi
s degren had 1o be recoy-
prisd.... Boeans nesded o be
pid off. If thie trade was &
Harvaril grad. it was sesiy
BE competEation for obher
shortcomings *mot  fair
encugh.., too  ebart..
Hapvard Ao gove mur s
denis A platinam edge n
the competilive job mearket.
Parents willinghy sacr
il and con-
Ao st Lyl il i bsad-
lowed Harward, Cm:hu&
mare a killing el o 141
iy tedious applicadxons
repping siudents for the
Elg iy, nfters writing thelr
lethers amd drafiing essiys
[ A seep fon
Recantly, thousands of
Harvard dreams pol alau-
tared. The Domald was at IE
gaam, beisg petty, vicious
and sumu’uL Kristl N,
U4 boeneland securily sec-
resdary, aasokinied that the
Ty admirdsrntion bl
pevioiett Hirvand's author
iy bo enval (ndermational
studenls (FHID song, and
a1 risk) Shockwes dlwok
i prademic world as por
icky Fureign sbudenis, s
of thesn mid-Gmmse. Wi
ered what awalkod them
i that Harvanl hidd bosl
its SEVE slnivs, Dres s
dents and  post-gradunte
liolars musmber bitwesn
500 bo 800, some ol them
enpsged n long-lerm dog
toral o malthyer grxlo:

Al progrEimes. Hasmmved
parents back hame, caught
totally off puand. scrambied
b fnd a way aoes] the
harsh edict whach directly
affocts the rum of lhe-m
Elds facing A.u:

tation. Soddendy. for |,|,
sravls of Harvard bogefils
that dream cime crashing
ey and mumied i fhe
wore! IEhomare, s Mogn
g il “rivigm” an cam
pus, accusing Harvard of
Deing boatile o Jdewieh s
denks while wpying  cA
them. Fhe hes A= aconed
Huvard al fostering wic
enice and  coovdinaling
with ke Consmenis! Paity
ol Chinn on caunpis  He-
wiare! Mr Trump Bas apal
#d n Red Star hsomng over
ke carmpus. Theese g% ¥ory
sarious charges  wWhi
werne challenged 1 oourt by
or  Alan M Garber,
Harvard's president. wiTl-
ing; “We condemn this -
Tnwdial and wewarcamied
gebion' U85 fsleral jdge
.I.J"];ni.l;mmﬂ. E‘u:ruu.ﬂ:;ﬂj:l:-
el & Temporary restrain
ing order against the

Trunp sinvindstration's
edid, e implemen-
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digte  and  [yreparable
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#1“-:?@&& are favoaring
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il's SsaperEe a8 U
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aredid of Cyril Ramaplesn
Ll s Lyingd his clig
nidy arel poise theoagh the
verial neea il whllio) oo

Asim Munir is
reportedly smitten.
And the lady who
stole his heart iz
none othier than the

very

Maryam Nawaz

woman in Pakistan
to hold the position.

lesing his cool, as Mir
Tramp wend inlo atlack
mode, snarled and mmbed
throngh  the  redeviesd
ennirter 1o the barmor of
te wadrhing waorld.

Inesead of resallading or
g Mk

amg, arwap
i-ll'lllﬁl 1hrn'.'rgh iha unl
I:. aa:m lw i A plars
e give yoU', TEEETINE 10
e gengroas gl
Horing 47 presented by
fatar b0 hime Mr Bama
phogn mildly added: “Fou
wairled o pfe draina ais]
somellhing Dlg bapponing..
I'm sorcy we disappoinged
woil somnewhat”

“Make Amerien Crude
Agabn” seeiis o be Mr
Trunp's main chjecive i
:i.u:hll:vr\-:h.nllrﬂ'll:"-.‘l lg'{:rlﬂ.
clirar Ui LEpTess
i e i
thie pest of the world who's
hoss. The meal bosx (EdoD
Sluask wns also | o
this romnd dﬂ lic ﬁ'n.m
ing of n guesi,
in the shadows.

[0 o own nebEkbour-
oo, a Lot 5= afbal, wilk e
spell-elewadion of Asim
Mimir — from gengsal o
fleld-marshal, W oo
smoallt facesaving move!
Ipwran Khan mocked the
newly-mimbed  supieisd,
Saving “Hing” wes A mans
appropriale e,  gleen
Munir's  anvoganee - iid
style of fmetloning. Ao
cting 4o the Pakistan| grape-
wirz, the bawkish F=ld
marzhal igamitten. And the
lady whn sinle his beart &
nong ol than the very
ecming Muryun Kowse
Shardl, 31, chiel mmksier of
Pugjai. the Girst wooman @
Tokisian fo hold such o
psition,  She - s of
HaluirsPungodsi - descenl,
T edicdesd of [our clyildien
ol Bormer Purinse Hiu.'rsll.'_l'
Mnwa Sl and W wile
Koo, nsrred ab 19
widl tuee chikien of ber:
. Thers's sEne imir
wipay uwer bBetr soulens

eredentials. bul what doas
it matter® At the moment,
ihe feddemarshal s heart is
rhnrl:eiﬂl- golbg ek
fifrad for e poveerful beaw
ty, who alo wanls o
“ehor" [mddin. Whinir is the
anly the secomd Army chief
i Paixiztan's history o be
named Geldmorshal, ales
Ayab Ehan, K ple
aernes the border are jittery
sbegtt Mumly taking com-
plete et of their (sl
tered coumiry, it is under
standable,  Licking  his
wailkdl:  aller  Indla’s
Dperation S:in.ﬂm:r_. while
trving o save fece i front
ol hils avmy peogpbe, can be &
monumenial challeng: e
the “fihadi peneral”, Well,
tikl Munir pets wsed &o
Iruilﬂ;:l ﬂ%mﬂm BT
5 RN pre

vide sotne comnloe while he

ehoenly esaks s womdis oo,

the ahsard "two-natbon™
thecty b fhoansd

L‘I]_ﬁr;-“r!;‘rm door

I

n majer fshion statement
at Cannes 3025, when
Alshwarva Ral Bachelu
wealkidd L ped crrped with
Al evan hrighter sindoar
the parting of her hair.
Fans and rritics gasped a5
ey lagded ber for the
triphs whammy — in &5
gn, she accamplished a ot
with L'hm Yl chudki sin-

sk
becams

Mad, b
ad, buryi
UGS, Ihﬁ ﬂalh-trm
her Lradtisay Hindh, ulentity,
The Csnnes jambores i
o bonges &5 “enchisd” o
ikw Fretuch veonld |fes it —
i Jilbed] with rrndom ped-
ple who have pothivg o do
with citemma. Most of thesa
wannabees show up after
altellieg ourt over 430 lakhs
te be seem on thad blessed
et crpet. Mo one hnows
ur cares who fhese nonen -
tigs are. Ome ualdesdified
womman gralibed eveballs Ty
wearing a ghastly necklace
feataring Priose Blinisier
Marendra Modi's mages
pmdeddod A prodirest
fockess, which nested on
her asple bosone While
Slodi fims ofien wesue dheir
fove fow bdim om, e sieeve,
1his may mark ke fest
it s plosograpts lowsd
A banediingg prksee o 0 b
wUMAN's  cleavage. We
aren’t complaiming! Hur
i for = Slidoar Powei™™

Insiagram handle
AT Ry Twinder
o[ 5 e FTnSholhas
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Indian ‘Colonialisny,
Go Forth & Prosper

Overseas jobs were alwaysa lucrative option. Now, options are
widening even further for Indians, as ageing developed econo-
mies increasingly seek skilled professionals amid a workfor-
ce shortage. 70k-1lakh trained nurses have migrated, and de-
mand is expected to rise by 15-30% this year. This is great. A
bigger opportunity awaits trained (wo)manpower, that inclu-
des industrial and transport workers, hospitality staff care
workers, teachers, and officeand administrative personnel. A
2024 BCG-Convergence Foundation report, ‘Global Horizons:
Securing the 8M+ Global Job Opportunity for India’s Talent
by 2030', states that if India plays its cards right, the potential
stock of India’s expat workers could hit 14-15mn, with inward

remittances projected to reach $300 bn.
: . ' Beyond traditional destinations likethe
~al) ‘s - Gulf, Canada, the US and Britain (the last
S two tightening their immigration polici-
es at their own cost), new markets like
Germany, Japan and South Korea beckor.
But India isn't the only one eyeing this
space. The Philippines, Indonesia, Egypt,
Vietmam and Brazil are also vying for a piece of the pie. The
Philippines has built a robust ecosystem — from a focused no-
dal agency and strategic diplomacy, to a dynamic private re-
cruitment network and globally aligned skilling programimes.

Tounlock its full ‘Go forth and prosper’ potential, India must
act decisively: forge G2G partnerships, streamline visa Pro-
cesses, brand and promote "Talent India’, align skilling with
global standards — backed by subsidies, grants and scholar-
ships — and offer formal financing to cover pre-migration
costs, risks and insurance. India needs to ‘colonise’ the world
with its talent. Such arisingtide canlift all boats, those ancho-
red ‘back home' included. Qﬂ“t\ v
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he ongoing conflict
between Harvard
University and the
Trump 2.0
administration has dramatically
escalated since the 1.5,
Department of Homeland Security
{DHS) dedared on May 22 that it
would prohibit Harvard from
enrolling international students.
Harvard filed a lawsuit against the
Trump administration, calling the
action a “blatant violation™ of
constitutional rights, While the
litigation continues, & federal
judge has temporarily barred the
povernment's decision.

Mr. Trump has long attacked
elite universities, claiming that
they pramote ideclogies that are
ineempatible with American
principhes, Throughout the 2024
campaign trail, he pledged to
reduce “excessively large private
endoaments” through raxes,
fines, and lawsnits. He vowead o
reclaim America’s "once great
eduratfional insttrtons from the
redical Left and Marxist Maniacs,”
In 2021, Vice President J.D, Vanes
called universities *the enemy”, It
is therefore not surprising that Mr.
Trump is now attempring to exert
onheard-of influence over
unbversity matters.

An escalating crisis

In mibd-March, the Trump
administraion pulled 5400
million in federal funding from

Cofumbla University and handed 5

"ransom note” with nurnerouws
demands for returming the funds.
Columhia collapsed under
pressure. To win 0ver universities,
that was a significant step forward.
Howewver, a victory over Harvard,
the nidest and wealthiest
American universicy, was
necessary for Mr. Trump Lo
control universites. Incidentally,
Harvard has been perceived by Mr
Trump and his MAGA supporters
as having a liberal leaning, serving
ag a foundation for American
plitiazm, opposing free expression,
advocating DEI (diveesity, equity,
and inclusion), and undermining
iraditdonal vahues,

I ﬂ..'prl_'ll the administratkons

HINDU (P-9), 28 MAY 2025

David Harvard versus ‘Goliath Trump’

Prafassor of Statistics,
Indizn Statistical
Inatitute, Kolkata

This battle could
help redraw the
houndaries for
academic
freedom. which

FEmaing an
absiract conoept

demands that Harvard restrict the
influence of Its faculty and
students, report any conduct
viodations by international
students to federal authorides,
and designate an ouslde party e
guarantee thar each academic
department is “viewpoint diverse”
marked the beginning of the
current conflict. According to
Harvard President Alan Garber,
fulfilling these demands would
give the federal government
“controd ower the Harvard
community” and endanger the
university’s "values as a private |
inatitution devoted to the purswdr,
production, and disseminationof |
knowledge”

Harvard, with a huge $52 billion
endoament, refused to “fold™ Hike
Codumbia did, When the
administration froze 52,26 billion
in its multiyear grants, Harvard
filed a lewsuit. On May 5,
Education Secretary Linda
Mehakhon wrote that Harvard
wonldn't be eligible for any more
federal grants until it
demonstrates "responsible
management.” Subsequently, the
undversity lost 5430 million in
grants fromy eight LS, agencles.

The administration vowed o
deprive Harvard of its tax-exempt
status. & substantal tax hike on
the net investment from private
college endowments, such as
Harvard's, has been included in
legislation passed by the House of
Representatives, which is
contralled by Republicans. Since
wealthy donors frequently donate
1o tax-exempt mstutions to
reduce their own tax obligations, |
this would impact the school's
capacily [ gEnerae money.

Harvard broadened its lassuin
to include the additional budgst
cuts, In a statement dated May 11,
the DHS claimed that Harvard's
leadership “created an unsafe
environment by permirting
anti-American, pro-terrorist
agitators o harass and physically
assault individuals.” It claimed that
international students made up a |
large portion of the agitators.

The Troum p admindstradon hoad |
the option of acting showly, It |

could have let Harvard's ongoing
Erants expire -qI.IJEI:E].'}l'Eﬁ.'I-SEd b
renew them, and p

universities for alleged racial
discrimination. Instead, it has
created a huge nodse ina by
and, consequently, succeeded in
rransforming Harvard University
it & valiant ‘David’ opposing the
povernment’s “Goliath®.

Harvard accuses the Trump
administration of using
imrernatonal students as pawns in
a "campaign of retribution...
without process or cause.” Mearly
6,800 International srudents
attend Harvard, making up 275 of
its tofal student body. Revoking
visa autherisation, according to
the university, would serlously
and immediataly disript its
day-to-day operations and require
it to rescind admission to
thousands of applicants,

What next?

Whille the 11.5. may be
underminkng its own power by
targeting its universities, the U.5,
government has contral over wio
is allowed to enter the country. To
accept internatonal students,
American educational institutons
are required to retain a
certification through the DHE':
Student and Exchange Visitor
Program. Therefore, the
povermunent may jecpardise
Harvard's international enroiment
if it wishes to do so.

Harvard's battie against the
Trump administration is tuming
inte an epic and will surely serve
&s & historical reference in any
discussion over academic
freedom, What's more, Mr. Trump
might have just “crowmed”
Harvard 2 the oppositon leader.
Whether or not "David Harvard'
defeats ‘Gollath Trump', this battle
could help redraw the boundaries
for ‘academic freedom’, which
remalng an abstract concept, and
serve a5 a road map to rethink the
relationship between the
government and universities in
other parts of the world, A
shadowy region would remain,
fJ‘:luu,gh. swaich would orchestrace
mamy such funire nunu1’11::uJr.nau.-'ﬂ.';:wlurgq.|


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-9), 28 MAY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


!__.-"

HINDU (P-11), 28 MAY 2025

Experiential le
can learn more effectively

The present education system remains exam-centric, Teaching focuses on providing information, and sndents only culttvate lwer-order thinking

: how students

skills. Students must move beyond these basic skills to eritical thinking and problem-solving

Ui are i beaming species.
ur very on
o abibity in react and adape
i sinsarkoms. To thele,
studens shoudd proactiely creahs and
ahape thelr woehds. The sheer scale of
Weaiing s unprecedented in boday's
wogid. Children can access infonmation at
the dick of 2 burion. Bots can reach them
COTHE

coiakd hicoine ridindasd in e near
fistuire,
¥er, schools s2rve o purpese beyond
e imowdedpe ng.l.l_sm" Thesy must
lzarn foundatiomal of Beeracy amd
numneTacy, yes But they must also
ot e g e ey i |
T2y EXLLE b dn et {rsia
o underatand different views, and
hetiere sl Faeare
They shorald also learn how o
caitribuate i sockery, ThE & all ke Tuss
chart comes Beaen thae soknn] environmen.
I skeoald be a microcosm of the world the
snadents will evesualhy enter,

Theis meed for reform
Ak present, schools are found Bcking an
most cousis. Children from porernment
and private schools recere differing
ruatiy af education, with the majory
poarly tramed 1eachirs, &nd &n ctdated
curricuhing, There still exiss a vast
wrsasr-rural divide and therefore, unequal
ACERS 0 TenOUnCRs. Laboratoiss,
fanticnal todets, porable water, and
comguiliers contiznbe 0o be probles anas
im the poorest of schiols

Hioweewer, sven when schaols get many
things right, they remain sisck in 2 loop

oif exams, where (e vabue-add ks minimal,

There ks & pead b feimagine the present
appraach to weaching, kearning, and
sisting, Mimorisalhen cpmbinsd with
high-stakes: lesring has ot mede children

competent; it Bas merely halped them
pams mcarninklions chat fesl 3 narmmy
range of abilises

Moreover, chibdnen leam and

understand in diffenent ways. They hEve
differing aptitudis, as Oardner's Hheory al
musieiple: iovelligen ces (che idea thal

intelligence i reol & usind abilicy, b
mzare a collection of distiner snid
Independent intelligeases) explng. Some
children karn visusly, by wabching
sormeon Gl mEmicking them; others

| by redding texd; and others:
umlerstand and.l-m.mmh'%:u:h:p
apply it practically by the nuehﬁ"l‘l:t

mtn.nglm:lf‘n:kuplmﬁrgmd.
develop mewer skills — B comoepr ealled
neieroplasricicy.

Hizre s whiere experiental kearning
ecoemes useful. 1t offers & mone
whuolesome ﬁmﬂ bnbeal:hmgnmd

u]:u‘.len:-:l.-.'ht]. It Is “feamning h}r
dedegr,” Tecusing an the: “Fowe = of leamning
ar tha l.?l'l}ﬂ'ﬁfilﬂﬂf Thars Ehun CASBETHE:,
Experientil learming = 8 contmuotis,
Eelong

procees al knomwlalgs
conseructon, deconsmicton, amd
FECOTEHEOUCTHOTL

iy wapeer lenial bearmbig

Ew..unm a.m:dl.hulinn.nl theoriin, fest
eriencial Loarning

'.I'h.enr!.'l;EL.T':l. peychologiats such oo

Kurt Lewin, Jean Fiaget, and Jobm Dewey

hwﬂ'mgr-:-lmd.mk.

The preseni education syebem remains
exam-centric- Teaching foouses on
providmg information, ard sudents ooly
oulite lower-prder thinking skills.
These are recall and urderstanding, as
per the revised Bloom’™s tusonomy
{Blooan's taxonomy is a hierarchy or
dlasstheation of cognitiee levels and

abjechves comsmmrucied by
Benjamin Bloom in @56, and revsed by
Larin Anderson and David Eracheohd In
000, Snadencs must mosses beyond these
Huiedn? skeills 1o cridesd tinking and
prablen soling. They must leses o
guestion réceived information amd learn
through peer refations. These capabilities
paralle higher-order thinking skills such
as i, evalimbon, and creation.
Thise Is could ranslace o the atility
e compare, differenciane, and imvent.

Baperiential heamning meakes scudenis
ative and imwolved learnaes radber fhan
paszive reciplents of infermaticn,
Hands-on experiences ebgage the
studenis” senses and encourapes them o
think aboe and apply concepls 1o the

wenrk thaey've seen arnund theme By
learning this way, children scquire sidils
they can apply o cofhisas, They
lzarn how to kearn.

m of experiential learning
ual-envircnment ioseraction s at
thie core of experiential barning. Thds s
thit dalectical Tenslon thae creanes
Erohe The student chnsIEcrs pe
T g by iegeracting with fhe
emrrironment, These phase: progress
oydically as the stadent learos and
re-leams.

The stages of Kaly's experiendal
learning cyrle are concrese ExpeTROCE,
reflective ofwervation, ahsmact
consepnmlisaion and st
experimensation. These stipes are
inber-linked, fieratree and cooars
treragiunil an indfrdual's Blegme. Each
spdral ﬂflu.lﬁ'l,! Furthier ﬁ_qm a
staclent’s unclerstanding.

Through a concrets
eiperiencephenomenon, dn-mldung

| prokiesn

| related so a2 specific topic and Golmtdng

snudent questions i a form of
Inquiry-based learming. Teammwork
{eollaborarive Barmisgdy on prajsns and
probbams hedps ulld & variery of
perspectives, Interadive games, group
discussions, rale-playiog, and arts and
crafts are aboo promising : Real-world
Imemerskans hirough aurdoor |

andl Nild ips are similacly vary sngaging
for ansdenta,

Integrating technology and baving
smulations is also imsmactive.

The “flipped dassroom” Is a prime
exaampes of an expeer entkal lesrning et
Rathser thin hinoe the tedcher fead the
cli, H places the student fromt and
centre. Shdents explore a ropic at bome
tirough reading matedals and oedine
resolrees. Then thie st ol the
Wil Kha bescher smrd
| the whiobe b discussing concugis

llll:l.lEﬂ1Er.'l'.|'I.L1 Jdnd of makes
lﬂ-ulml'uhkeuﬂm Jor dheekr

arming and creales magningfial
I.nrerm:lu.ns and deeper kearming

Froam the ervironmsene. Tn By pest siage, Critiques and chall

that s, rellectse cheervarian, snsclerts try
to v erstand ard Sninerpret the
infiormation recebved via the experhence.
There may be a difference berseen thels
expecmtions mnd e experienoe whicl
wizeihd bead fo cognitme dissomance. This
esserytlally meass that the new
Infiormarion dods ot i inne e axlsting
meneal mesleld, I this process, Belief do
nik mmareh tha heheriour edpeced,
Blowing o b alsrsact
ronee pnaalisaton, snslests rafceulise
thise e [nforsatice, addiog it 1o their
pre-exiariag menal models, And by doing
0, eoncepit are chenged or created with
nird of nMicling inficmation. in the
final seage of B tive wﬂaﬂm the
Tearner acts an the ].I.'II:I'H'|H|5!-
m ke digigions, and solves prﬂHm
':I"Id:: e tion leads fo new xpserie noss chat,
in turn, reshapes cogndtion once again.

EF l!'l'rl]lul.dilll:l'!’t I:llmlﬂl:I

pier EAmimnE {5 &
Haﬂlln]-ieandng philospiny thas
SHIEPrEe pedagogioal appras his.
Atcan ke impEsmente=d through a wide
mange of ivethods. Doing sxpeetimenss

unges
Experiental Eaming can isolame te
siuddent process fnorm e cRssFOGm
TedesE,

Factors like pears, family backgiound
and culbare also affect lu.m-rgﬂﬂ“h u:e
nal ook ered,

I=plemenmnon of experiental
fearning can also be a logistical
rightmare. Iz requires & bamalios of
resources, be it personnel, materizls, or
iraining. This & partieukarly true in the
indizn cooaes, given the @xe and

al enidengs, Snudent readinesd o
learn exparien tally may also ba
craasfimated. For mample, ame Class VH|
spuilents who scruggle with grade owo
English comprehension ready m dnink
criticaliy? A ani-ste-fis-all solien & cen
adwizahle

Hl:r_llmr. this does nal fen thae
#xperiental learming requires 2 whalesale
awerhal el e system; it can S o e
exlsring senap for 2 mame hakic
approsch. Experiendal loarming has the
pratential to empower shadenis of
difterent learming soykes.

Al Vikepabumar i an betern at
The Hivscda, ]
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Aarul Malaviya

(miterEh inrh Pandimeoom

As classronms grow locreas-
ingly diversz and the demeamds
of thee wirkdorce shift, the tradl-
ticesal one-sixe-fts-all approsch
te bearning is falling ;hun o
eXpeclaticns s
somalization in-buumuuu.
ered by data, arifieial mnﬂE—
gence (Al and sdaptive tech-
nologhes, 18 emerging a4 (e key
to ensuring tht bearner
g T ks s
UnEErialn wabeTs
with confidence and anlock
thedr tmae potental. Moreaver,
cwer 75% of Indian higher adua-
cathan instittions haw
hybrid models imcorporating
personslized learnimg, Geowern-
ment initatiees, Eu-:huﬁ :lb]cc
e-Adhlgam program £
AICTE s 1025 “Year of Artificial
Hmaﬁifm aim o impacs mal-
srudents with personal-
fzed learning tools snd plat-
farms.

Diverse Learning Heads

HINDUSTAN TIMES (MAGAZINE-2), 28 MAY 2025

Why personalisation in learning is the need of the hour

Every student brings anigue
girenpgil, interests, and chal-
lenges o the classcoom.
Al- e tols n:a:daa;ms
i PTOgTEss, R (1]
individusl learning stybes, and
creaie dymambe. customized
pathways, ensaring no stodent
is beft behiod or keld back by
ragid structares. There {s stong
research baged evidence that
gtadents in persamalized learm-
inp ervironments aeore, on
average, 30% higher on stan-

nests than thiedr peera
in fradidenal classrooms. In
fact, students In these programs
also perform 8 percentlle points
better in math and & paints
higher in reading over a pear,
highlighting the academic
sdvantages of tilared mstrue-

tion, By leveraging Jeimer pro;

Flbes and competency-based
progresion, ekshers can pro-
vide miore pOe-on=nE SUppot,
helping sach stodent reach their
full potental

Student Engagement
Fersonalized learning envirod-

mepts honet modivation and
engagement. Reportediy, 75% of
Students in personalized learn-
ing sertings report feeling mot-
virled, cormpared to Just 30% En
conventional  classracms.
Schieals implementing these
giratepies ese a4 1% increase in
atfendance amd a 15% drop in
dropout Tates, dear mdicatons
that studenits are moce engaged
ard invested in their edocatdon
MNeurpscience ressarch shows
that personalized experiences
activane the brain's pewsrd s
mtﬂ.] relessing dopamine and

ET InrTesaing mokivanon o
learn. Additicnally, 76% of
peachers believe thal personsl-
ized learnimg sipnificantly
Improrves both engs grment and

. academic pariormance, under-

scoTing s growing acceplance
wmeng educatars.

Equity and Inclusion

tiem can provide scalable, tar-
geted sapport to students who

Ay ik have: 30cess tn private
tutoring or enrichment pro-

ams, levelling the playing
Eﬂﬂaﬂdpﬂmﬂ:ﬁmmm
squity. By using flesible learn-
ing envinonments and tailoned
Lstraction. seheols can addness
the diverse nesds of all learners,
including those from under-
seryed unds. Bedearch
indictes dest comprebensive
asseament frameworks and
formatyve eveluations lesd 104
A% increase fn student engage-
ment ard a 15% improvemnent in
retentian rates, further suppart-
ing -nq_ui.'l.a.'h:mTJE:bm.ﬂ-. As
more scheols and organizsdom
embrace personalizsd leaming,
the potential to close achieve-
ment gaps and énsure fir
opportanities for all students
t:;:umm increasingly atulns-

Workforce Alignment

Perscnalized learning helps
clise the skills gap by allowing
stsdents to focus on areas most
releeant to thelr fature careees,
fastering both academie and
practical competercies. By inoe-
prating data analytics snd AL

edipcaticnal institutions and
arganizations can better align
Iparning pathways with evol
Ing industry needs, snsuring
graduates are workdonoe-ready.
This adapeability is ssential for
preparing Sudents and employ-
s Lo thrive in loday's i

and compelitive eovirenment.

Looking Ahead

A5 doma mnd Al comtinoe
transform education. schonls
and cofleges must embrace
lhese tools to create Aexible,
imedusive, and effective learming
enwircaments. The global per-
sonallzed bearning market is
prajected to reach 51533 billion
by 2025 ar a CAGH of 26.4%.
Perspnalization @ nolonger an
adided il & necescy
for helping snadents 1o reack
their full porential, To sy
ahezd edycational instmarions
ICust emioreee mmovative wechs
noogies apd Foster a coltun:
that champions continuons
improvement.

Thee lllr-'mrl'i_.'-lund'.:v-l;';-v-u

el e
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Ratnesh Kumar Tha
el B R T e T T

lm:g::: wducathon system is
undergoing a significant mans-
fnmaﬁ:ﬁh?ﬂ[rmu focus
oo eggetical lmowhedge to an
emphass on skifl-hased edsca-
Goo This evedution aligns witds
the Matiooal Educaton Policy
[WEF) 2020, which atvocanes lor
vomtonal and practical leamirg
te better meet indusiry
demands. Within chis frame-
wark, proficiency, par-
licularky in ish, has emerged
43 4 pivata] . Enahling stn-
et and professionals 1o acoes
glabal career appornmities. As
the ginbal job market becames
increzsingly  inlerconnected,
effective cammumbcation skills
are essential for both domestc
and intermationad sucoess.
Indiz is currently ranstian-
ing From an education madel
Toied in scademis theory w one
emphasizing praceical gkille
According s the ETS-Whee box
frdia Skills Report 2025, over
S0 ol Indign gradusates ars noee
constdered ¢m iL signifi-
cantinerezse from 33% & decade
agu. This shiff underscores the
growing impanande af practical
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Focus on language proficiency is key

learming aver purely academic
achievements.

Emmhd mbi:: institutions are
respanding by int job-
resdy skills gnba ﬁ%ﬁm
with commyunicstion ddlls ps g
op , iT ETAe
hhm:;u mﬂm”.mhn
been mooted highlighting the
fact that skills are now funds-
myenital o the teaching-learning
PrOCESE

& recent survey Indicates that
G0 of warkers helbews skills-
hased hiring will become mone
prevalent by 2025, prompting
TENY ba invest in certification:
and specialized training, This
trecd reflects 4 significant shift
o hiring criterda across the
maro. As Indin's middbe chass
epanids and the digtal economy
grows, the demand lor profes-
sioiak whoare nat ondy technd-
cally proficient hut also glabally
competiive is increasing. How-
ever, bilstorical underimvestment
m&jhhhqgmm ing has
left sy srudents ar g dissdvan-
tage Indisicy-wides reports heve
shown thet English proficiency
i5 crucial for sccessing better
career oppormites, especially
i multinational inas.
The abiligy to comanainicate fis-

ety In English has become
essential, serving as the primary
lunguage of hslness, technol-
oy, arxl intermabanal trade.
The demand lor English-
speaking professlonals s
reflected in employment daga,
Studies indicale that English
gpeakers mn comumand  signils-
CENE Wege premium, sspecially
i the fertiary jobs nearkes, Adds
tenally, jobs requiring strong
English skills often see hugher
placement rates compared to
rales that do not reguire the kn-
guage, The mesd for reliahbe,
quick Esnguage proficlency
ASIpSEMLEnILS IS Frowing as the
glioteil jah market beoomes more
competitdve, This rend 15 ovi-
dent not anly In basiness and
cusomer-facing roles bt alss in
SECEOTE guch as teckmalogy and
enginsering, where clear com-
munication in English & essen-
tial for collabomtion and kmoset-
cifge wansfer across bordera.
English is vital 1o the opera-
tioms af Global Capahiby Cene
ters (GCCK) thot ane coming up
In 1elia, s it suEppoTts smoath
communicition and reamweark
witth intermatioemd feams and cli-
ents, [t alds in the sxchange of
Imowledge and sidlls while fos-

tering glohsl ntegration. As the
dominant language in basiness
aid technalogy, English is key
for GCCs 1o perfori teeir roles

Morgover, as global mekilisy
Ioereases, ndia™s shadents and
professhonals need to demon-
strute their readimess for intee-
matiomal mareer paths. Relisble
and accessible language peafi-
clency aseeasmentd play a key
tale in this, providing an eff-
cient wWaY i measure language
skills that are universally recog-
nized. There is an i
need for flewible, modular
asseeaments that allow candl-
dates in test apecific skills rele-
wafnL to their target job rofes,
Thisi assessments heln ensars
that Indian students and profes-
sionals can comipete eFectvely
in & glikal workforee, eshancing
their enployability and opesing
doors o leadership positions
and mbernatiors] career appoi-
Curribaes,

lnitiatives siach as the Skl
Indis Missian have smphastz=d
the Importance of communica-
tien skills, including English, in
ther tralning pragrams. Thess

TUETRITS FiTT T0 egquip the wark-
e with the necessary siolls o

mieel the evalving demands of
hi plodal market. Even the kD
India [ntermational Cengers
[SEITs) established by MSDC o
Mp;fnha] warkfotoe have
aidvocated for language profi-
ciency and certificaton

As India continues 1o esmak-
It ivsel a5 a global hub in chese
imidrasrries, the ability s commy
nicate sffectively in English ene
‘biles professicnals w engnge with
international clients and wama,
therebs ephancing their caresr
prospects, with the ree of mod-
ular language assesaments and
the continued emphasks oo peac-
tieal skills, [ndia i5 seming the
stage for a warkforcs capable of
COMpROng on the world SAgE
By fostering strong language
akills aloogside wobmbesl exper-
is2, Indin is preparing i3 next
Benetation far supcess in g rap-
idly evolving global sconomy.
Leoking abesd. toals such as
TOEIC can suppert India’s skil
Bng amiirdens by aligning wit
natianal skill developement inid-
atives, a5 well a3 cellabaratian
Wil iceizsory o provide & cert-
fled warkforce,

Thy aurhor i Giapal General Man-
b L sperofET3
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Can GenAl democratise learning?

Gowren Gokhale and Tushar
Gandhl

letlnrnEhinedis L L e Lram

While commuting im Bils schonl
bus in Mumbai, 13-year-old
Aaray pulls oet his smartphone,
ot 1o play games, but o ask an
Al chiztbot to explain s conplex
mth problem. Meswhile, ina
raral school in Uiar Pradesh,
Priya wses & similar tool to
trangiate into English and prac-
tice promumctston. Wekome to
the oew face of education,
where Generative Artificial
Ioitedligence or GenAl has the
potential to transform India's
learning lan e An August
2004 report by Gatewsy Con-
sulting revealed that 6% of
Indian children in cities ower
age Wi years ueed GenAl tonls
giach as ChatGPT, Cemind and
Chnide at kst anoe & week, pri-
miarlly for educational puar-
posss. This statistic ki
significant shift in how India's
next generalion approsches
learning and problemn-saling.

The Promise of
Ganerative Al
Imdia’s education sysim serves
aver 250 million snadents and
has leag grappled with chalben-
Eea related 1o access, quality,
personal amention, and a cus-
tomized approach. This is
where GenAl offers B solutbon,
g cantly ephancing nccessi
Ty &nd omaltation, ene-
bling smodents to learn at their
o it and comifert.
Anuvadini Al an indige-
nously developed GenAl trans-
lathon pladiorm aizns ar enhane-
ing communicacion and educs-
tion across India's diverse
lEnputstic landecape, Anavading
Foundation was established by
the Ministry of Education to
fealzge the vsbon i the Natsonal
Education Polley 2000, of lower-
FRINE echnology [or leaching,
learming, esting and iransla-
tion. e, i
The platform was prima
designed with the objective of
b.rl-:lmnf the gﬂﬂ beswioen 12
repional Indian EBEngospes and
several farckgn Banguages, It
addresses the significant lan-
pulpe barriers laced by B0% of
the Indian population who
speak nativ langpoapes whike

tavgating eduscntionnl and pro-
fesgional systems poimarily
dominated by Hindi and
English, 1ts advanced features
can accurytely translate entine
bm;uxmﬁ :B:mmelenm wari-
cus langusges while press
tseir originagl formats, l"t“r}:g
nlsy produce high-quality Al
Images ind instantly ranskte
gpeech. This makes it a frans-
formative tanl for students,
Businesses and the government
thiar delivering ciltzen servies),
Children and students in rnaral
amndl remote arcas can now
dccess qun:E'hednr.auup aeud
l:':ﬂ.':‘h:l.l‘l.g'l-‘-' 'h‘&.ﬂp:l‘l!l‘l.ml
outof reach, therehy -:m:nnhﬂ
ing to social equity.

The Global Context
(robally, (e integration ol Al in
edacation s gaining momen-
tum. 1.5, schools are currently
masigating a complex landscape
a5 they consider how to incor-
porate generagive Al locls hke
ChatGFT into their currieila.
Thie Initial reaction was largely
negabve, with mary instikutions
bleckdng access to these tools
dhue o cancerns about cheating
and meademic fneegeity, For
instance, the Los Anpeles Uni-
fisd Sehoo] District quicikly
restricind access o Opentl's
webaite fodlrwing the launch of
ChatGPT, Tearing it would
andermine raditional assess-
menta, Several promineal ani-
versities in the UK. such a:
the Cniversity of Cambridge od
-y

abso lssued anps i studerds
about the wse of ChatGFT for
cheating.

However, as aducators bave
begun exploring the petential
henefits of Generative AL per-
gpectives are shifting. Mamy
teachers now sec ot st
as a tool for cheating but as a
resource that can ephapce
lesrning by faciliaring person-
alied lesson plans, promot

2l
medla lieracy, and making kes-
s0ms mort interactive, Folls
indicate 3 significant rise In
usage among beth stadents and
teachers, with nesrly half of
K-1Z students and teachers
reporting weekly use of A1 tools.

In Detober 2022, ke Eun-
pean Commission published
eihical guidelines for the nse of

Al n edwcation, emphasizing
that educators should wse Al
critcally. The guidelines
ERCOUTAEE Scilve involvement
ol educamnrs In eonlinwows
learnieg about A3 ethical
impdications and recommensd
schoods bo plan, pilot and mond
tor Al s with chear poli-
ol nlnugauﬁ»elnuhth: widor
CAMEMAR C Cnts
lﬂll![l.ﬂlmhfﬂrmmﬂ and
un derstaeding.

While peveral conntries ini-
tially vook steps eoowands Imple-
menting bans or regalating
Generative Al in &ducational
inztitutioms, Indin bas 15 wer o
Espoe ony moded pddelines o
educational instdistions.

As these global frends unfald,
it I3 erucial to recognize that
despite the promise of GenAlin
edfncation, there are slpnificant
challenges that meed careful
comsideraiban,

Challenges and Concerns
Despite jts potential adopticn
of GenAl in education Taises
cettaln concerns, inchsding
biases, lack of ITANSpATe ey
regarding lnfoemation sonrees,
over-dependence on technal-
oy, expasure to inappropriate
conbent, and the inabifity to fos-
ter gemuing homen connec-
Bams. In addition, there could be
Inacoaracies rélated eo socin-po-
liticnd and socio-cubtural mat-
t=rs that potentially influence
children's perspectives withom
PTOpET cONSERT of eritcl evlu-
ation. Pusthermeare, ambigu ity
surrounding the origin and
credibility -:Emformatinu prc-
vided by Al sysiema ralses ques:
i s abaut iheir sooeracy and
rellabilicy, which may erade
trost in Algenerated content.
Additionally, the digial
divide poses & significant chal-
lenge while irban stodents lige
Aarav have easy access to Al
tools, marny in rural areas like
Priva straggle with basic inter-
net sonnectiity, daking fusher
cducational inequalities. The
reliance oo may ales Jead
children i hecome e85 inclined
o engage in reszarch, leasning,
and problem-solving. This
dependence could diminish
thelr ability Lo ratlosalize. fact-
check, opd critically eealisse
information, resulting in an

incomplete urderstandiog of
commgplkex hg];lll;'.s.h'l'nru:l'rﬂ',l‘_hi]-
deen might view Al-generated
inlormation as absclute smath
withawt questloning lis accu-
racy ar source, keading to pas-
sive consumption of biased ar
misleading content that could
impede  their intellectual
growih and development
Conecerns slan arise from AT
imabdlity to understand social
anmd emotianal perspectives dur-

about (&5 efflcacy In fostering

i Eniman conmections
anid empathy in children. The
potential substitution of genw-
ine himan interactions with 41
couild deprive chillren of szzap-
tial social skills, emipathy, ansd
Inae ] cxmmunnicaticn
abilidies, Additbonally, inade-
fuale measures for age werifics
thon &nd ensuring child safety
can lead to potenii] exposure
0 imppropeate contens or top-
lcs mod suitable for their age
Eroups

The Way Forward

A8 Indla stands st this techine-
lopical credirands. 2 balanced
approach i85 crucial. The
Natioral Eduowtion Policy (NEF)
A0 ackrowledges the role of
artificial inteilipence [AL) in
ransforming cathan, high-
|lE|‘.'11:EI'||1]I3 potential in person-
alized learning, sssessments,
and £kill development. It alis

7 the integration of Al
2né ther emerging techasio-

Eied Witd the ) 0 -
pare students far a rapidly
ehanging warkforoe,

However, the MEF was lssmed
in X700, and since then, the feld
of Al has seem sipnificant
sdwancemenis, particolarly
with the emergence of Genera-
e AL Ixwili nof be an exapaer-
atbomn to say that the use of Gen
Al by srudents will be the norm
rather than the exoe peion,

In light of thess develop-
menls, it ks fmportant to recng-
nize thai the NEF may mesd
updates bo stay relevant, espe-
clally in huow it sddeesses leamn-
Ing and srudent evabuation dys-
tems, Whike the NEP providis a
robast reeranching fransewosk.
there are aress whers reflne-
MyEnls Are necessary. particg-
Inrky the manmer in whivh edu-

cators and students leverage
Gemerative AR for variows pur-
poses, Adapting the NEP to
ineorparate these innovationg
will be Foey i makingg it fally rel-
evant and implementable io e
current educational landscaps.

The incegration of Generative
Al i education woald reguire a
multi-prooged strategy. This
gwm]&wuﬂ include. oo ong
hand, educating teaclsers and
parents on using Generatve Al
effpctivety and it integratica ny
schools iote the curriculum,
teachimg arisdents how to use
these toods effectively and ethi-
cally.
The focus needs o be on
using Al to enhanee critical
thioking skills, encoaraging sha-
dents tooquestion and verify
Al-generated  information,
Developing model guidelines
which ane clear and ethical for
Al's use in educaton will be
crucial o address various
aspeces inchuding privacy, bias,
content moderation, wusing
authene sowurces, copyright
precection and the like, Finally,
initatives to ensure aquitable
Eteds bo Al tools across urhan
and ruyal aress are esseniial for
bridging the digital divide,

By ing this

technodogy
responsihly and thaughtfully,
India can ploneer a new model
e
an eaciing with the
of artificial nre ce
AE young Aarav & Priva
nmr_lsm':luirﬂihmud]ugr
SE JUAIENS, Tepresent the
face of @ new India ~ e thar is
Eech-savey, Elobally comper-
tive, vel rooted I 18 rich cal-
tural heritage. The success of
this sduratiopal ransformadon
will depend on bow well we
guide our children io use these
E‘werl:ul toods, ensuring they
GEe ot just consamers of
Genernive Al bl areative mas-
ters of ie, The clallengs now is
emsuring ther every child, from
arbdn metres fo the remoesi
Ll , cin benefit From this
revolution, ciealing a future
where edufation knows na
boundaries.

Gakhals iz lgal advbior cmd cun
el i dechnodogy, media and 1elsvans
At Garidhil 5 0 bl palicy gro-

il ke

Teapanal
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Why the No Freshers’ hiring policy

needs to be carefully re-examined

Ankit Aggarwal
\etters @hindestantimes com

In recent years, India has rap-
ldly become a global business
hub and is well on its way to
reaching its goal of becoming a
USD 5 trillion econormy by 2030,
While several factors contribute
to this growth, there is one that
EMETges as a winner—the coun-
try's workforce,

With a population of over 1.4
billion people, a majority of
whom are under the age of 35,
India is home to one of the larg-
est workforces in the world. To
harness this colossal workforce
potential, the country needs to
generate close to 7.85 million
jobs annually in the non-sgri-
cultural sector untll 2030 as per
the Ministry of Finance Report
2024. Yet, even with a steady
infhuy of new gradustes ready to
enter the worldoree, employers
are showlng a growing reluc-
tance to hire freshers— a trend
that could impact the eountry's
workforce patential.

This gradual shift towards a
‘0 freshers” hiring policy can
be atiributed to global eco-
nomic uncertainty, changing
business demands, and evalving
organizational expectations.
Traditional hiring practices,
which were previously a relia-
ble source of employment, are
now undergeing = significant
transformation as companies
increasingly prioritise experi-
enee and instant produetivity,

But is this growing trend of
'‘no freshers’ impacting the

country's workiorce?

The skills dilemma
The shift away from fresher hir-

ing is leaving a large chunk of
graduates out of the job market.
Studies reveal that a staggering
60% of Indian engineering grad-
uates are unable to secure rele-
vant jobs. The key reason? A
growing skills mismatch.
While academic credentials
remain important, they no
lemger guarantee employment.
It's skills that employers are
after. With rapldly evolving
business landscapes, companies
séek candidates who can con-
tribute from day one and pos-
ses5 & diverse set of skills. While
graduates also agres that skills
play an integral role, acquiring
them takes ime, which compa-
nies aren't ready to offer. Az a
result, many orgenisations pre-
fer hiring experienced profes-
sionals who need minimal
onboarding, further distancing
freshers from their ficst break,

Short-term solution,
long-term risk

While overlooking freshers and
hiring more experienced candi-
dates may seem like an immedi-
ate sofution, it can bring signifi-
cant risks in the long run. Com-
panies may be miszing out on
innovation and frash thinking—
qualities often associated with
younger talent.

Beyond the classroom

As mentioned earlier, the cur-
rent job market favours candj-
dates who go the extra mile and
don't rely solely on their
degrees. With employers valu-
ing practical, transferable shills,
freshers must equip themselves
with them to increase their
employability quatient, Acoord-
ing to recent rends, communi-
cation is the most sought-after
gidll in 2024. However, the aca-
demic curriculum often doesn't
evolve to maich changing
industry demands, making it
imperative for students o take
ownership of their professional
development, Online certifica-
tions, internships, competitions
like hackathons, and strong met-
working can all help build a
robust skill set, Proactive learn-
ing and a clear understanding of
market expecltations can set siu-

dents apart—even in a competi-
tive job landscape.

On the other hand, compa-
niles must also understand what
freshers bring to the table to
avold overlooking them while

Fresh talent matters
Organisations that follow the
‘no freshers’ policy could be
underestimating the potential
freshers have. For instance,
fresh graduates often bring an
unmatched enthuslasm to
learn, adaptability to new tech-
nologies, and a mindset free
from legacy practices. As a digi-
tally mative generation, they are
incredibly tech-savvy, which,
paired with a natural curiosity,
makes them quick learners and
often more open to experimen-
tation and innovation, Freshers
also challenge the status quo—
sparking innovation and offer-
ing new perspectives that a
team of experienced profession-
als may not do,

Further, hiring freshers can
prove cost-effective for employ-
ers. They come with a lewer ini-
tial investment and with proper
mentoring and structured
development, can evolve into
high-performing employees. On
the flip side, an overreliance on
expericneed talent may eventu-
ally inflate hiring costs and
reduce the availability of adapt-
able candidates in the pipeline,

Ruling out freshers can
adversely impact companies in
the long term. A balanced hir-
ing approach—where compa-
nles invest in building talent
rather than just acquiring it—is
essential (o meeting Raiture busi-
ness needs.

Organisations must re-evalu-
ate their recruitment playbook.
By aligning with academic inst-
futions, investing in training
programs, and actvely engag-
ing with early-career talent,
companies can bridge the skills
gap and unkock long-term value.
Empowering freshers isn't just a
responsibility—it’s a strategle
imperative.
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‘Changing contours of

finance edu

Sripal Jain

fpttersahindustantimes.com

Artificial intelligence (A} is
transforming how students and
professionals learn finance,
making education more mierac-
tive, adaptive, and efficient.
From Al-driven tutoring sys-
tems to advanced financial
modeling teols, technology is
simpli complex concepts
amﬁp?ng the way lndiu_idu—
als prepare for a dara-driven
workd, o

Ome of the most 513:1|I'i|:|:af.1?::
{mpacts of Al is the potentia

i zed learning. ]'.ma!ilglt-
q system that adapts to an indi-
vidual's learning pace, identifies
areas of weakness, and provides
tailored resources. This
approach replaces the tradi-
tional one-size-fits-all model,
fostering a more engaging and
effective learning experience-

Traditionally, education
relies on direct teacher-student
interaction essential for

a guestions, providing
mmmm

tailored explanations. However,
in large classrooms or diverse
learning environments, this is
often difficult hta scale, Al
bridges this Y SETVINE 4% 3
persunnﬂzndgﬂnfenmr.avaﬂnhle
anytime. Al-powered platforms
can provide instant feedback on
practice exercises, Identify
areas for improvement, and
adapt question complexity
based on a learner's perform-
ance, maintaining engagement
while supporting individual

PrOETess. Cou

Theary alone 15 insufficient in
today's dynamic financial
world. Al-powered simulations
create immersive, risk-free envi-
ronments where learners can
apply financial concepts in real-
world scenarios,

These simulations replicate
market conditiones and decision-
making challenges, enabling
learners to experience the out-
comes of their choices without
real-world financial risk. This
kind of experiential learning is
critical for developing problem-
solving and critical-thinking
skills, helping learners conifi

cation

dently navigate complex finan-

I landsca
ﬂaﬂnm mlzﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬂ]ﬁ- must
waork with vast data Hﬂﬂ -
ing it essential o :-,p.-u-actM :ﬂ:5
ahle insights efficiently. Al too

tin =
fiat enhance decision making
in areas such as investment
management, risk assessmeat,
and market forecasting. This
accuracy but also cultivates
more strategic and analytical -
mindset amang finance profes-
sipnals.

Al has the potential to dem-
peratize finamnce education by
increasing accessibility to high-
quality resources across the
globe. Online, Al-driven plat-
fisrms can eliminate geographi-
ral and economic o F';E; .
viding opportunities
earners regardiess of theirloca-
tion. This broader access sup-
ports individual growth and”
contributes to the advancement
of the global finance sector.

While Al supports content §
delivery and learning facilita-
tion, educators remain essen-
tial, Their roles are shiftinga
from content delivery to mento-
ring, guiding, and encouraging |
critical thinking and collabora- §
tion. With Al handling routine
administrative or grading tasks,
educators can focus more ong
meaningful, high-level interac-
tians with students, j

As the financial sector con-
tinues to evolve, continuous
learning and adaptability are
becoming essential. Al-powered
education platforms are rede- |
fining how professionals pre-
pare for certifications and
u in response to indus
Cm By offering per&l:un:l}:
ized experiences, real-tme feed-
back, and practical simulations,
Al tools are not just enhancing
traditional learning they are
remlutl-nﬂlzing how finance
professionals acquire and apply

km:.-p.rl.edgﬂ in a e o r
L il
global economy, perae

s T i
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WRONG LESSON PLAN

CBSE's plan for mother-tongue instruction risks diverting
attention, resources from far more critical priorities

NDIAN EDUCATION URGENTLY needs to address a range of challenges: Equipping

students with future-ready skills, improving learning outcomes and critical think-

ing skills, integrating artificial intelligence (Al) into classrooms, and closing the

gap between academic leamning and employability. At this ime, the Centre's push
to mandate mother tongue-based instruction at the foundational level is potentially mis-
directed. The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has instructed schools to map
students' mother tongues and design early-grade instructions around them by the end
of the summer brealc While this move aligns with the National Education Policy 2020 and
the National Curriculum Framework for Schoel Education's advocacy of foundational
learning in the home language, mother tongue, or regional language at least unril Class
I, it nsks diverting attention and resources from far more critical priorities.

The pedagogical value of foundational literacy in a familiar language is wel| established,
butin certain contexts. International models, from Ethiopia to the Philippines. and lncal ex-
periments, such as Odisha's successful 2006 mother tongue-based multilingual education
pilot programme, validate the benefits of this approach. However, these models often op-
erate in relatively homogeneous linguistic settings or are tightly focused on marinalised
groups. Applying the same logic uniformly across India's vast multilingual CBSE ecosystermn
introduces significant complexities. In cities and towns where classrooms host students
from a wide array of linguistic backgrounds, the logistics of ASSIgniNg instructions by mother
tongue or home language are deeply problematic. They raise practical questions — how
should a classroom with multiple languages be managed? Which language should be pri-
oritised? Trained personnel, multilingual teaching resources and dynamic classroom strate-
gies continue to be in short supply. The result could be inconsistent, confused, and uneven
learning experiences — the opposite of what foundational education requires.

The move risks sidelining an even more urgent national conversation: How toadapt the
classroom to the realities of rapid technological changes and geopolitical churm. While the
world races to integrate Al into pedagosy, enhance digital literacy, and prepare students for
Jobs that don't yet exist, India’s education system is at risk of being bogged down in lan-
guage politics. For better or worse, English remains the language of aspiration, global com-
munication, and economic mobility for millions of Indian families. An inflexible emphasis
on mother-tongue instruction could set back long-term prospects for students, espedally
those from economically weaker sections for whomn an English-medium education re-
mains key to social advancement InWest Bengal, for instance the Left Front gOVernment's
rigid implementation of Bengali-medium primary education in government schoals in the
1380s left generations with poor English proficiency: This became a disadvantage in white-
collar employment, forcing a policy reversal in later years, Ina country of India's diversity,
any pedagogical shift, espedially those directed at early learmners, must be well thought out.
The CBSE's move, without addressing deeper systemnic needs, risks derailing [ndia's educa-

tonal progress. Policymakers must focus on what matters most; Building a moderm, inclu-
sive and infuitive education system that prepares students for the WISE;[&&ED}[ will inherit
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Academic Crossfire

he move by the Trump administration to revoke

Harvard University's ability to enrol foreign students

~ Ciling anti-Semitism and alleged coordination with
the Chinese Communist Party - marks a troubling escala-
tion in the politicisation of higher education. While natio-
nal security and foreign influence concerns deserve scruti-
ny, sweeping punitive actions against a single institution
risk doing more harm than good. Harvard's decades-long
ties to China have indeed been complex. From academic
collaborations and research centres tolsignificant philan-
thropic donations, the university has cultivated deép, and
af times opaque, relationships with Chinese institutions
and individuals. Allegations that Harvard provided train-
ing to officials from the sanctioned Xinjiang Production
and Construction Corp raise serious ethical and legal qu-
estions. So does the case of a former professor convicted
for hiding ties to Chinese programmes, But targeting an
entire institution - espacially one that enrals thousands
of students from across the globe - is not a proportionate
or constructive response. The move impacts students who
have nothing to do with geopolitical tensions, many of
whom contribute meaningfully to the university’s resear-
ch, teaching, and global reputation. International stdents
have long been a pillar of US academic excellence. They
bring diverse perspectives, foster cross-cultural under-
standing, and often remain in the country to drive inno-
vation, entrepreneurship, and public service. A blunt-for-
ce policy that punishes all foreign students for the alleged
misconduct of a few sends the wrong message: that the
U5 is retreating from global intellectual engagement. The
irany In targeting universities like Harvard is that they are
often among the few American institutions still engaging
China on transparency, dialogue, and academic rigour.
Severing these ties risks ceding the field to less account-
able actors, Including private corporations and authorita-
riain states, who face fewer constraints and often less pub-
lic oversight. By shrinking the space for scholarly diplom.-
acy, the US may undermine one of its most potent soft
power tools. The solution is not retreat, but reform - en-
suring that partnerships are ethical and open, DOt extngu-
ishing them out of political expedience or suspicion. There
are valid concerns about China’s growing influence on
American campuses ~ particularly efforts to suppress dis-
sent or acquire sensitive research. These must be addre-
ssed, but with precision and principle. Stronger disclosure
rules, clearer boundaries around foreign funding, ?—T'd In d
ternal compliance mechanisms are fBJ more effective an_
justifiable than blanket bans or politically char ged S:M:ﬁ'
\ions, Harvard's legal challenge and-the subsequent juct-
cial injunction provide a critical pause. Policymakers ’““j‘
take this moment to reflect on what is truly at stake. Acad-
emic Institutions cannot be turned into bat IIEE'.I“““':];
for ideological warfare without incurring severe cp!lzgﬁft r
damage - not just 1o universities, but (o America s abiity
'o lead in science, technology, and the humanities. In
the end, the United States must find a way to protect its
interests without abandoning its values. Vigilance need
not come at the expense of openness, By supporting
(ransparency and HECDU!1‘&hi]i[}" while FTESE-T'!'THE iga-
demic frepdom, the coyntyy can uphold both security ard
scholarly integrity. | ¢ ..a" ;

T .
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Davvuri Subbarao

The oivil service resitl
flor M4 are ot Congra-
tudariengbofhethotsand-
ol cEndidates  who
have got through wiist
15 argapbly one of the
mnst canpet e ey amss is the world. In
madia  Inlervisne many candidafes
apise about bow they spent many yaars
in preparation acd  thedr  eunniisl
aumss after enultiple aiermpls.

For  every enccessill | candidete,
Uhusee s at bl bery others whoton hawm
invested years in preparation bat have
fatled co make the grade. They ars ek
at square ome AR Ebvsesal wasthe of
prealuet ive yeara?

Here are two ideas that gowt con
pirEue bo remedy thesftaation.

‘The fired refnrm i torewies all ghiliny
erltarin, Lakhs compa s [or & thongsnd-
o] posithone, making the chenos of
guceess sxtremely senall, Yet candidates
leeep at 1t il they exhemst afl thaiy
allowed attempts ovan as (e odds are
glacked againat thetn, This i3 & colossal
wasteol human potential. It also pushos
many candidates into deep financial and
psvehalogical farmall

Thera 5 a view thal candidates who
dha ned supdcepd in bwo, or at most thees,
astempes shmedd [et go and parsne altee-
nEtivecaraar plhe which canbeagnally
Fulfilling Mot s rvose i cut ot foroivil
aryices.

It s undair though o ropect andidares
thesmeslwes b kg that declalon. Afer
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India Needs UPSC 2.0

Civil service exam needs two reforms. One, reduce max age & number of attempts at
entry level. Two, an annual competitive test allowing 40-somethings to enter IAS

alll, fhey are susceptble totheaunk cost
CAli&cy" = “T'we inwested a0 much time,
mutey and effore, AL that will po waste
if Tgrrve upons; Baybe Iwilksnencad this
time Foite].”

This suppests  that imstead of
cundemning candidnles o make that
difficult chaoles; govt should rovise the
eligthility erlforts by reducing the oge
range abd number of attempes In the
16708, when Lappeared for theoivil presien
sxamination (that [ foppad), we wers
allowed only two artempls and the ags
rangawis K134 s, This was Hherabised

The exam as it stands has
what statisticians call type | &
type Il errors. Some potentially
good administrators fail,
while some who get in end

up as poor performers

in later years 1o s attempts and an age
ranpe of 2533, years to previds equal
appartuity o bess privileged candidatas
o The hiteriand, Pechaps this Jevel.
1Eng has gofis oo far? Wouldn't fthose
attenpes and an upper age limit of
2Tvears neutrobise the dlzadvantaga?

Thira 15 anethar arplienend 16 Tl
of corfailing tb® aumber of allowed
abiempts. sy examingtion that alowsas
many as £ix chances is Hieely toprivilegs
mastery of the exam techalgue oves
Inberent marie.

In iy 1973 Bateli, 0% af us clearasl

the exmmingtion In the Orst atftempt
whili thi remaining 20% repeated their
attampl. Today the radto would Bs the
inverseof that There 5.5 strong csse fior
mrvlng towards theald norm.

For sure, there ix &n element of
randomnass Ik any sslection by examl-
nattom. In Fecs, ther is noknowm spsbesn
of examination thet nan accuraiay tast
Ihesdministrative capability frd jusdpe
ment of an individesl, much ke when
they are in thelr 35, Expsricnce has
showr that thecivil zevios pxamination
1= promi 1 hoth, whal statistirians caf,
typa [ amd 0vpe I ercors, Scame who are
podentially pood administrators fail to
make the grade whilesome who dopel in
prove baderonio ba ponr parformers

A way o remedy this woild be o
nzitabe o sepond fler of pecraitment
Inea the elwil serviens, particulasty the
[AS. atmid-rareer level when modidates
i fn thedl-42 ape range.

Thas will be quate diereri From cha
current practics ol lelaral endey that 1
sporadlc nduserion by govt of abouta
diogan ofcers for a flxed pericd who
ars brought in for their speclalised
experionoe What I propose i &n anmuead,
Instituclonalised aystem of permanent
recrubiesent o the civil servics of
profassicnals from diverss career gaths,
padabad by the UPEC throisgh an cpen
pampetitive  examination ltke af the
HArstiies

Thie twio-ter preroitensmt will offea
paveral advaniapes, Firel, the possibility
ol a sseand oppoctianity af mid-areer
leied will swee capdidates from the

financial and peyehologheal furmoil of
e tifg nearly & decade of thedir youth
Irving d0 get indo the clvll esrvice.
They wan pursis oflér carsers and take
arsather 5ol &1 {he-exam mid-caraae
The szoond big advantage of the two
ler siriecturs is thad verabty of readworld
experimnca 181 hring nbo public sdming-
stration, A fypical LA afflcer today who
bz entated the [AS in her 20s stradgist
uftet txiblage s bao iy lncuma,
i 0
: o, she hagn W
gowt from the owiside, They hn\';ﬂ:ﬂ.:
undersianding of the many ways in
mﬁhﬁﬁhu arsl ind iffereni
K T recrulis will make up
for these lacunas and make tiw :_;..-%
survite collectively more relevani and
uEafil and maybe evan more caring.,
Thatisnot bozay and this I3 Emid with
Amgphasis, theew away the baby with ihe
bﬂ*]t:ﬂahl'- There I5 8 lot to be sald for
coutirumg b reult young peopla Into
gzﬁm' bJT"; in yaisthful spirit,
IIL &N unsmn # i
I adminisitation, Mﬂ?ﬁferi'ﬂt;m::fr
programmes ihat hive bes mafnstres.
med BCrosk e codimbry such ss the
mid-dag mesil, the emsloyment gusramnine
achemeanid the right o infrmatan are
{ke hratnchid of sporadic sxperimenis
¥ Ehese yoang LAS afficurs domawhers
inthe niry’ s vast hintartsmd
The clwil service sxam has sty
improved from the thme § pook i ower
B0 years apo. Bt thare is siill n peed 1o
puzsh theemeloge.
T A r i over nor RET
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Global campuses
Approval to UK varsity a paradigm shift

@ 'TTH the formal approval from the Uni-
¢ versity Grants Commission to establish
1ts first overseas campus in Bengaluru,
the University of Liverpool joins a
W  prowing list of international institu-
hcms respundmg to calls to help reshape India’s higher
education sector. The UK-hased university, which is
scheduled to commence admissions by the 2026-27 aca-
demic year, is the second member of the prestigious
Russell Group to launch a campus in India, after the
University of Southampton in Gurugram. According to
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, 15 for-
eign universities are expected to establish campuses by
2025-26. Two Australian varsities have already com-
menced operations in Gujarat. Such eollaborations, he
says, are needed to push enrolment and advance the
country’'s educational goals, Any established institution
that offers an exceptional learning experience, with a
strong research culture, is a welcome addition to India's
burgeoning but uninspiring educational landscape.
The ever increasing number of students yearning to
go abroad demonstrates a widening gap in India’s abil-
ity to cater to the demand for quality higher education.
A surfeit of pnvate institutions may have cropped up
over the past 15 years or more, but barring a few a ques-
tion mark lurks over the standards despite the princely
fee structure. An unresolved issue — and apparently
not getting the urgent attention it deserves — is that of
the acute faculty shortage and a large number of vacant
posts in top universities, The initiative to invite leading
international universities to establish campuses is com-
mendable. However, its aim to boost the global compet-
itiveness of the education sector would require a com-
mensurate fillip to the government institutions, and
more stringent benchmarks in the private sector,
India is expanding #s presence abroad with I':Madras
opening a campus in Zanzibar. Fascinating opportunities
at home for the vast talent pool can be tramfﬂnnahve AL
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Will Al ever understand quantum mechanics
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US, If It Gets Rough,
Export Your Faculty

Take research offshore where the talent is

When Uncle Sam turns Big Brother, it can be a euriocus
spectacle resembling Great Hall of the People-style policy
action —with American characteristics. Screening social
media posts for foreign students seeking visas to study in
USuniversities—asreportedly stated in a directive cabled
to US diplomats worldwide on Tuesday — isn't only a bu-
reaucrat’s nightmare, but it's unlikely toshed enough light
onapplicants’ political affiliations. In most cases, students
applying for US visas intend tofind jobs and settle in the co-
untry. The US offers a degree of freedom of expression that
many foreign students are unaccustomed to at home. So,
their social media posts are usually more ‘conservative’
anyway Asfar as card-carrving radicals go, they may cho-
ose not to advertise the fact on social media at all.
. US universities, on their part, need foreign students.
Overall numbers flatter to deceive, and enrolment in ad-
—_____ vanced courses of top-drawer univer-
v sities is truly multinational. It's not
just a matter of capacity Academic
outcomes linked fo industry funding
are critically fulfilled by intérnatio-
= nal students. Industry-funded rese-
® arch provides the US university sy-
stem its embarrassingly enormous |
competitive advantage. American companies will seek
to guard itagainstthe progressive paranoia of the count-
ry’s chief executive. If academic research is affected at |
home, it will be conducted offshore where the talent is.
Trump has afight on his hands to get US companies to in-
vest more at home. But he seems to be opening another
front where consumers and producers of innovation
may find it easier to conduct their business overseas.
Foreign/US campuses in India have had limited suc-
cess principally due to a shortage of available faculty.
This scenario could change if US universities find ne-
wer, tougher barriers on import of students too restricti-
ve. Pushed into a corner, they could find it easier to ex-
port faculty Globalisation has taken jobs to where the
workers are. Attempts to reverse it could send research /

to where the talentis. &<\ &
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A case of practical, pragmatic and innovative education

here bas been muxch smention on the
issues of the practical utlity,
EMplnEnL pgeneraling capadry,
inmovarerniess of the resessch universe
amd the capadty of the Indian sducational
universe for ginbal compstiticn ander e Mew

designed for phased im entaticn, 1t aims b
mrarefiorm India's education system by fostering
inmovackm, srmengthesing Indostry-academis
callsbaration, and stk
employahiliny thoough & wide armay of mitiatves.
The NEP-200 works In a thaee- fodd way;:
ensaring originality and indigenoashrmobed
imagiratian in ; DONSTA]
ﬂpﬁﬂﬁr&ll!n in-the global eduational sphere,
P

reparing snsdents of a mstiple caneer patk,

Towards beter enaplovabdlity
The NEF proposes a fouryear innovative flexible
reaching programane which is certainhy pel
tesigred to push shadents inen Jow-paying jobs,
Rs s0me allege, Inspesd, siudlenis earn oLk
credentals daring their educadonal journey and
refarm bater fo coqnplene User degrees. This is
beerieficial to stodenes whe mrght ntherwdss be
Forced bo drdp oul without Frmal qualifcitans.
¢ enwhles them fo pursae diverse canesr
trajeciories with tangiale credentials, Abong with
& vocatonalisaton of educedon and ndusmmy
ntermshipe, shadents gain meaningful kmowbedge
with pracical exposane, therehy ehancing chidr
employshility. Befors the MEP, it was 2 serious
concern whether Indian edacarion provided real
world compeienclies. Under the WEF, there iz a
pash for industry-scademis linkages, wocational
raining, and Iernshins W enhance the
employabilicy aurcome. Around BT universities
ansd 9 collepss: have slraady bagnan foursear
undergradizsane degrees — 224 unhversites and 101
oolieges offer a mulidisciplinary degree

To enalbde &n original apd innovadve
res=arch universe, & vibramnt research intemship
programmie for undergraduste and postgradaie
srudenis has evabved in higher educanton [

requairements by embedding bands-on, practcal
reninimg within the curricubam.

Addibonally, the scheme allowa diploans
hialdirs, inchding smdents who have exdited

b D, GJR Pant
Sacial Sdence
Irsthine; Alahabad,
Ustar Pradesh

Thi Mew
Education
Palicy has put
10 rest he
COMGETT
whether Indian
educarion
preveigled real
wirkd

compelencies

degren or pursued standalone

courses, ba anmod as apprentoes within
five years of graduadon. These apprentioeships
peovide an-the-job traming af mdusry
estahlishenents and Inclide & st pend, partdally
fanded ty the gosernment. drcand 197
unteersities arkl 93 colleges ofer inernships o
sbadenie (3,07.564 studenis are at the
undergraduate level and 58,834 spodents placed
[z inverrsships 51 e pessiradoans lovel)
Research and development (RED) cells have been
established in 342 universites, while 113 collnges
have estanlished AAD cedls that ane worldng to
I:h‘.‘t'l_'h:\p Irmovative resesrch kil ameong our
smadenrs

Glohal competithon and Indian education
As 2 resut of thess affocts, 10 IndEan universities
liemture i the 05 500 lising- India also has the
highest represeniation in the Gf Asia Rankings
2005, with 163 vmiversites scross the conginent,
Under subject-spedic performance, Indian
Insciuckoms recondsd 2 2573 juenp iy polal enriee
(#31), wigh 10 er education mstmtons
e hnding sl 1 Instigures of Technolagy,
and two Indian institutes of Management) placed
it ghotiad nop S0 geross variois discplines,

Hazch data show that India's capacioy e
manaring sirsee the NEP reforme. Paterits filed by
Iredian bigher education instinstons have groen
from 7,405 in 2021-22 ro 19,155 in 202225, which
is 2 158% Encrease. India’s performance in the
Globel lnnovation [ndex bas been lasdahle (35th
averalll. This Is an exponental Improvemens
Irom & decide apd, when Indis was 1.

in ihe post-HEF pericd, thare has been nvadh
change in the Indian research and Innovation
sphare. Policy and schemss such & e
Armesandhan Wativeal Besearch Foundasion
CAMEF) 2033 Act, the All India Cotncl fr
Technical Bducaton's (ACTE) nldathve o bave:
Kles Develogunent, Evaluanion amd Application
(TDEAS labs and the Scheme for Promodon of
Academic gnd Besearch Collaborabon (SPakl)
b all contribused I giving depth to the Indan
research uniwerse. SPARD has been insomam encal
i Besmering @ calnere of research and inmavation
by Facilitacing collabarative projects beiween
Initian and Feeign educatcna instinstions B has
[denfied educatianal permers (om 38
coundries, which include the United Srages, e
Umited Kimgdom, Germany, Australia and Framon

iy advance joing research effarts

To develup Indigenis schentific
ard eclucstioral wisdam, the NEP 2060 has
$oewsed om mmdhnmuwmmm&[;ﬁm
and pedagogy). 1t s being Innplemented
ﬂmﬂm“ﬁwm. [mitiatves such as the
Smart India Hackathon are purturing Innceatics
at the grass-root level, Since Incepelon, it kas
empowered pver 3.9 laith shadenses, with Jdes
subimissions grioeing sevenfiokd Since FHT.

Sustninable employment

Employahility B2 a rualtificeied issus Chat must b
mxsistd i the conoext of vardous dynamic
factors, including mdustry hiring cyeles, gabal
imacraeoiamic mends, and post-CrvIm-19
pandemmic recovery. Employment conditions
Tl aned after 2064 may be interprered by some
1o shorw 5 declining mend in emphoyment amang
educated youth {18 1o 2% pears) from 2004-05 ta
thi 201708, Especially among women, But froen
200819 on, there has been constant growth: in the
employrnenl rate af educated voush. By 2003-24,
the employment rane of men was 53,9% and tha)
of women at 2295, approaching 2004-08 levels.
T orverall EMQEVINENE rare [cregsed 0 36.6%

Far all age groups, also, employment grew
Efter 2T, couching 453.7% in 2003-24. The
female employmeent rein gre post-200T18,
reaching B im 2002324,

The poead Job patic has een growing st in
Irmetia. It is supported by che fact thar the
propariion of regalar warkens has grown,
particularhy éor men (from 725 1n 2004-05 1o
E4EE% [ 2023-24, It &= further documsenned chat
there i a constant decling in cassl kabour,
eepecially ansong females (30.31% m 06653 ard
overall (28.55% 10 190835 in NES employmeest
and unemplyyment and Perlod e Labaiir Focce
Survey (PLES) dars. This a qualimiive
rrancition away from F, Wner ganised,
Imﬂ:ﬁﬁjnﬁs.mmhuhmmm
[Eq=aT) @ :qulu'mdfgmqm.m,g men {from
1% in 20004-05 5o 24.80% in 2003:24), which
SURREES W[mhﬂ'ﬂd‘uﬁhmm;mm
fisermad and serucrured job rodes, This data and

poaittvaly to econcamic stabiliny gnd worke
well-being. This cannios be pu::.lhhw.HmMr:
practice, pragmatic and o edpcaton.
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HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 29 MAY 2025

Visa move will
hurt America

LS economy and soft power will be the losersif
the country limits its pick of university students

he Trump administration’s directive to US
embassies to pause new studentvisa interaews
until steps are in place to screen political
Teanings of applicants is in keeplog with
‘Washington's ongolng actions against perceived anti-
Semitism in US campuses. Such prafiling has fr-
reaching implications for US academia, research,
business, and the political economy atlarge, 1twill
have an immediate impact on siudents who may have
been prepariog 1o study in the U5 Indians comstineie
the largest international group in universites there.

The larger message here is that Amecica has changesd
and will henceforth be less olerant of dissent. fEwill
actively seek tocensure {and censor) views thatare ped
aligned with the adminkstration’s waorklvaew, This may
niot neoessarily be restricted to stadents’ perceptions of
Ferael and is militaryaction in Gaza, bistalso extend to
thelr views regarding civic rights, sexualigy, even work
history. The sdministration's sance against a staried
Enestitution such as Harvard University indscates that it
will 20/t any extent to enforce i writ on scademia,
Thereis pushback from the fudiciary —a federal judge
has stabled the department of homeland security’s
+ cancellation of Harvard s licence to enrol foreign
students — but the adminisration has refussd w back
o Tt initent is clear: Campusas must stay clear of
radical politics, nnd education should restrict itself to
pcademicwork. Prodfiling af the stage of visa interviews
will enable the establishament o filter students early
and restrict entry o those holding views thatarean
anathema to fhe administration.

This phvatcan have palitical and economic cosis.
First. foreign students contribure sEniflcanthy o the
S econamy — research by MAFRA: Association of
Intermational Educators reparted that thiscobort
ackled 5435 billion to the TS econmmy in 20252024
and supported ITRITS joba acrass the country, Thesisa
large talent poal thiat has historically contributed to
building the 1§53 economicand technological prowess.
Second, liberal U5 campuses are flaghearers of
American saft power, which has historically given the
West its edge over authoritartan ideologies. From the
e oof thie Colel Wiar to thee rise of China, US campuses -
writh thelr willingness o recognios free speech and the
righit to assaciation have infuenced young peaple
acrass theworld — from tee Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe to Iran and China — o privilege iberal
dernorracy ever authoritarian welfare systems,

The American dream has not just been about
making mioney but [ also about freedoms. Enterpriss
and innovation thrive when personal freadoms.
imcluding the right to speech and political cholce, are
pm:emd.um with diverss paliteal views and
{dess contribube to this ecosystem, The visa action
threatens o undermine this, & bestle bureaicracy
will drive students, inchuding fram India, 1o explore
campuses elsewhere Maore Indian students arsmnow
Jaoking o Europe, evident froam the substantial rise o
enrohments b universities in Germany and France. \w/;
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BREAK FROM THE GRIND

[IT Delhi's new curriculum puts students first, prioritises an
academic model grounded in empathy, innovation, adaptability

[T Delhi’s decision to revamp its undergraduate curriculum marks a much-needed
shiftin Indian higher education — from relentiess academic pressure to thoughtful,
student-centric reform. By reducing credit loads, introducing smaller class sizes, and
embedding interdisciplinary Rexibility into the learning experience, the institution
isacknowledging an uncomfortable truth — excellence cannot come from rote learning or at
the costof mental or physical well-being The revised curri culum, to be intreduced from this
academic session, hasmade pivotal changes: It emphasises hands-on learning toensure stu-
dents gain practical experience alongside theoretical knowledge. Smaller classroom sizes —
espedially critical in the firstyear for those transitioning from vastly different educational en-
vironments — offers the promise of stronger faculty-studentengagement It will also offerin-
tegrated courses and options to change branches after year one, based on mernit. The inte-
gration of sustainability modules across various disciplines reflects a forward-thinking
approach, aligning education with environmental concerns, Additionally, the incorporation
of emerging technologies like Al and machine learninginto the curriculum ensures that stu-
dents are equipped to navigate and contribute to the evolving technological landscape.

The revamp, which comes after 12 years, is more than administrative housekeeping —it's
aresponse toaaisis thatelite Indian institutions have struggled to confront. In 2023-24, six
students at IIT Delhi died by suicide, part of a grim national pattern. Behind these numbers
are stories of young minds buckling under pressure in an academic system that too often
conflates meritwith endurance. Years of grinding at coaching centres, rigid curricula, hyper-
competitive environments, and an assembly-line model of education create a perfect cock-
tail of burnout and mental-health crises. An internal committee set up by IIT Delhi last year
identified key structural stressors, that include post-coaching fatigue, unforgiving grading
systems and persistent caste- and gender-based discrimination, espedially for first-genera-
tion learners and students from marginalised backgrounds,

Over the past couple of years, however, IlTs have worked to dismantle the myth that the
path to excellence is necessarily punishing or linear. By setting up a sports scholarship at IIT
Madras and implemnenting a supermumerary quota for women in their undergraduate en-
gineering programmes, [ITs have risen to the task of reimagining higher education as inclu-
sive, diverse and future-ready. IIT Delhi's curriculum reform builds on this foundation. A lot
now rides on the implementation, But in moving away from rote leaming toward an aca-
demic model that values curiosity, well-being, and personal growth, it grounds its visio 1:
empathy, innovation and adaptability. That is a crucial — and necessary — first step. <1
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COSTLY HALT

re the prospects of university education in
the United States of America for global stu-
demts, including a sizeable segment from
India; getting dinmmer? An order from the Donald
Trump administration, which seeks to halt visa
Interviews of new students as it considers the pos-
sibility of foreign students undergoing a vetting
of their social mediaprﬂﬁlasaspanufmeirap
plications to enrol in an American university, has
heightened anxieties. A cable signed by the US sec-
retary of state, Marco Rubio, the Politico reported,
has apparently asked American embassies and
consular offices to stop the process of scheduling
interviews; this is the latest thrast in a wider as-
sault by Mr Trump's government on American
universities, especially on Harvard, and the coun-
iry's much-féted higher education system with
anti-semitism and national security being used
as the proverbial fig-leaf. The most likely conse-
quence, if this step were to materialise, would be
an immense disruption to the enrolment proce-
dures of these educational institutions. Visa ap-
plications and, consequently, enrolments would
get delayed. American universities, which are
heavily reliant on foreign students to raise funds,
would find themselves crippled when it comes to
raising money for their functioning. Moreover, the
existing screening process for students’ visa ap-
plications is quite robust. An additional criterion
— that of the scrutiny of social media profiles —
raises ethical questions as well as the fear of curhs
on free speech.

The developments must also goad the world
in peneral and America in particular to examine
the rhetoric and the motives that are being used
to legitimise Mr Trump's infringements on high-
ar education. Foreign students are more likely to
pay fall tuition fees, enabling US universities to
generate additional funds that are, in turn, spent
on American citizens and their welfare, Moreover,
while international studentz benefit immensely
from quality education in the US, their absence in
the face of obstacles would greatly rob American
educational centres of their global pre-eminence
and campus diversity, Mr Trump's witch-humnt
apamst this constituency therefore goes against
the interests of the US that he claims to protect. [t
must be askad whether Mr Trump's real motive
to wage this battle, as is the wont of authoritarian
leaders, is to demolish the university as a citade]
of free thought and fearless opinion. Indian st-
dents constitute a high percentage of applicants
to American universities. The Indian government
must take up the issue with its US counterpart to
alleviate the plight of Inﬂian[sm nts keen on an

American education. e 228 7
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On Campus, Trum
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pei' Tantrum

He wont stop at Harvard, But his war on universities isn't reasoned policy. No American goal is
being served. Only self-goals. It's about throwing a fit at anyone who doesn't take the knee

Dan Cassimn

Tromp ist't going to stop at Harrarl
Head of his DO artssemitism task foree
Lea Terrell has warped universities
“am ﬂ@emtnﬂum;ma the west coast, in
the midwest” st legal action cold be
hesd o thietr way too

Last week, the Trump adminlsiea-
ﬁuﬁﬂl&iﬁ hiz war an the most

s LS v heeed Hlaisfa i laty|
that it winld o looger be allowsd [Di?un.] mmné
(rom outside the countrs and that ali foreipn students
teatald be required bo bransfer immediately Thiscomes
after a gecles of cuts to federally funded regearch
&b Harvard, amounting to hundreds of millions of
dollars.

The administraiion claims thess aHacks are
naCaEsary e protect. Jowish stodents fram campus
protests and protect white men from smploy-
mant distrimination. What It really s,
though, & powsr play It's an atempt 1o
destroy Harvard, or any instihation that
doesn't bend tha kmes to Trump.

To eabs the chyvipas, all this §s
wildly Hbegal. Thers is Hithe dowbk that the
pdminlatration's actions will hehlosked 1n
coart, and the oniy queestion is how much
damage 1hev'll be zble 1o do beforehand,
Harvard kas flled & aukt sesking to hlock
the administration’s actlan, The admini-
siration, in tare, k& planniag to take the
battleall the way to Supreme Corrt

The aftacks alse hawe a (uoality of
incompetence, pechaps inewitable, given
that they ve Meed everyons whi Hnew what
they were doing. Hemember this wave of
attacks an Harvand comes afler e breskdown of b=
sentlemeent talics with the ndministration

Threstened with a ks of lederal goants, Harvard
aEread 1o nsw 1imits on camgnes prodesis, ot negotia.
tlons ended when the administration s=at a
demanding that 4 be allowsed to appodnt BN aOvErsesr
Trr sdmissicns, and fhat the school drop all attempts
1o recrudt students who weren'lL while or Aslan men,
ardl that evmnseryvalives apd Trump suppariers be given
pralesancs ik admiesionsand hiring.

The administration [Rier elsimed thar thess

Professor af
Garvt & Politics

damsands - signed by (he White Howse nagotlsiion
beam and semd through its leevers - ki beon sent by
accidenit, Fut the damage had been dome Harvard
Lrokeoff talks reallsing thatthere was nothing it eoald
do that wondd satisfy Trump

I sume Senise, this was the amariess thing Harvard
coild have done, A3 the sdminlstrasion demomatrabsd
in its atiacks on Columbia Univessite plving in to
adminlstration demands doest't mean being leftalone
Reaiher, it meang balng subjected to mcreaslag demards,
givingthealministraticn mors
comired. Befusing fo
ke a win

ns the administration did with Columbis, reans (here's
littla reasom o Anyoms alze o negekiale atall,

Bt aside from the incompetence of the sdminisirs
Tlol, thees athacks on Harvard are completely ot
odds with the administration’s siated goals Highesr
slucation ie ome o the 1S biggeal pxports. Maore
maney comes b D from selling college to foralgn
etadeats thanfvom salilngcars to olhsr counkries.

If the administration wanted ko balonce the trade
defeit. i wonkd e rying 1o brlng in mare Soreign
stadents, net scare them off Trump has also made &

podet of how e wants more educabed, wealiy imml-
granis, cather than labourers from what he refers toas
Vghdthole cotiniries”. Visas for foreign sudents, allowing
£ham bostudy in LS, and stay e som e dme afterwanls o
Find & job, are how (15 nummedu»:aled_muulg:rmﬁ
Somany af the pollcies that Trump claims will Make
Americs Great Again ace satirely eounterproductiva
Tariffs den't make America richer - they jusl make
foreign mooe expensive fof TRS COMSOmErs.
Cutrkng haod add to othier coumtries doesn"t help peaple
in 11§ - it reduces our influstice scross the world. Cripp-
ling U8 higher education won't educate mare stiidents
af slop profests againgt Israskl govm — it will accelernis
thewaningof TS inflisence.
"Whibe they're only a small part of the U8 higher
pdicationaystem - Acizoan St Tniversity ouside of
Phnenix hastbwiceas mary internasicnal shaderiz a3
FRarvard — alibs schocls hive an auteiss influence
unthesaft power U5 projects around the noorid
Peomle argumd The worbd Liked and respected
TS, wanted their kids to go oS aniversities, ar
wambed to amigrate themselves, Forsign palicy
soholars 1Ak aboat the brain drain, which 15 ths
muovement of the woslds beat and beightest m
L%, bsnelitting Americans while patting cchar
Couniresada Think, e instenine,
of the B0,000 dociors from India who carrently
practissinUS.

In addition to ihe scientists, engineers and
doctirs wha bave made U5 the global cemre of
infhovirtian for the pest &) yedrs there are real

benefits to adacating the childven of the glohal
alith, The Fact that ansnne with momey or pomeer
winis o send thelr lids 1o Horvard or Yale or
Atanfoed means thereare ganerntiomof eaders
aroiieed the world wio ke, or ob lesst andar
stand, Amarics, Some of them stay in U5, but we
benefit from the ones tht b, a8 well
What we're seaing o0t of the administeatics's ek
with Harvard ien't finy sort of reasaned policy: It doesn’
help U, ar any of the groups that Tramp claims ba's
eying o profec. '8 a temper tarlrum, an xtempt o
wreck arything e oam't eofitrel, no matier kaw 1lile
1t malees sense, and done with the subtlety and cea
thinking of & toddber throwing himself an the foes
poanding his lifte fizs. and making demands that oo
ooR Cam Guibe wnderstand
Themriver macherat Feirleigh Diskingan e, U5
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'Research reels under US fund squeeze

55“-’3”3' important projects have been wound up or curtailed, while scientists are losing jobs

DINESH C SHARNA
SOIEMCE COMMEN TATOHE

HE Domald Tramgs

adminsstration:  has

Ibarmed Hasvard Uni-

VErEILy [roem

enrhiling intemnation-
al students. Though TS courts
Inasg: piat U order oo bold, i b
comme 3 a hig blow to the aca-
demic world in America: and
e ronenm aernse this wearld
Haryurd is rot kloniz, Faring meas-
shve mubs in federsl funding, sev
eral universities hins anmounped
& hifing freezpe, laod off siaff and
dlegped or curtadled admitting
new graduate shdesls,

Ever since the new sdminisina-
Hom took over in Jamsacy, thens
hat hesn talk of cutting dosm
“wastefil expenditure ard inal-
ficiencp! Amang the sedoes
affectod by this dikial, stienpe
and meseardh have been  the
wirel hit The boedgets ol tao
major funding agemeisg of seien-
tific research — the Natloosd Sci-
ere Pourdation (SR} and fhe
Natiorsa] Insthrles of Health
(WIH} — have been slaghed, The
praposals for nead year call fior
sperding cwls ranging Tom 40t
05 per ool For Thess B apetdes

The impact of this funding
sqaeszn has been spwvere. Sever
al Important projects have eitber
e wond v of murindlpd; so-
ertishs are losing jabe and those
left behind fnce an drcectbin
fistare, WSF Darscior Selnira-
msan Panchanathan has guit —
18 muorthe belore ks terireaas
10 end — Mdloweing U termaina-
ton of Bundreds of KEF prol-
ecls. NIH head Javania Bhed-
tacharya was foresd do addmess a
Teramn Hall of siaff 10 brief them

"-"-i'u-:l-l..'l.ﬂ'nt eweiving mitunion.

'ﬂ'rl:"l:n'.'-.l.'l' hﬂreperwaslun:am
Aty eountries, induding ndis,
as several nstiotions globally
i 3oL projecls with Adrseeican

'{

CEMINNORES: Cysing! choven “‘weestefisl apencitiuss’ hees been on Tamp's sginda sver sinc: e ook, ceen i ieusn s

IatEhitinons : by
Tesearrh pramis from the NIH snd.
ihe BISFE In 2003 il NEF had
same 200 joint prejects in Indi.
Sclentists are corgidered a
natioral assel, fAspeeially in
Amercs, which bualt a formada-
el et mamch: and Innmmtion edi-
fice after World War IT by wel-
comimg lalerd from all over the
world, For  inslancs, Pane
chanathan ghadied at the Und
veraily of hlsdeas and the Indian
[n=iFtute of Science. Thiaands
of srippficls im universiies
zoroas Americs and agencies
liboe MASA are nsnigranls Bum
[ncdin ared otber Asiam counbriss.
A repsarrh projects ore get
ling foldsd up, funding is drying
up and scientists wre belag laid
alf, other countres with a good
remearch base are trying to
Eirect  Amercan  sciestists.
Chnada has lmmched ‘Caneda
Laads’ for eashyscanser file 50i-
snres restarchers from Amand,
Research umiversities In France
have started the ‘Safe Plaos for
Selapes® inihiative for Americin
resegrchers wiling o relocsie.
Miglralis has announced the
Glebal Talent Alraction Pro-
v, el alfa, summpstilive
salaries ard relosation parkages.
T European Union hak indi-
cabed fht ibwould ennct & law
to ensure the Feadarm of ac5emn-

Indlia spends less than
1 per centofits GDP
o RED, even as the

Mational Research
Foundagion bas a highly
centralised structure,
k S N Bl TN S

Lifle researen and  welooeme
American soientists under ks
‘Choigse Burope for Science’
plan. Germaoy's Bax Plancik
Somety, which works with
remearchers from eeross the
world, has reported & TiEe in
applicaticms from America
Ikis baing pagpested that India
shwouild alsn seize this opporhan-
ty amd welcome pot ondy
reserrhers of [ndian arigin bat
&b olher American selentiste, 17
1héme gre joinl NSFHIH-2p-
ported research projects Tacing
the oee i Amercd, U Iedion
irstrhation could l]ﬂ:rhn
manership and l.'l:u:ll:m.l.'u_:
such proferls in this coindeg
AL Eay el e D, e, ooy

{he soniend ks chenged: Inthe.

1950 and 1980s, when Indis was
JuiMing is ackertific mfrasbrag-
e, morcerisd effiors were mads

toattrnd global scentific alent at
the irstvhitional and natioeal lee-
els, This inclsded seentiets per-
sepuied in thetr boameland

British sesentist JES Haddane,
wha faced criticism sl home Tor
bis Pdarxiet ind anti-imperialis-
teviews, was offersd 2 position
ut the Imdlian Statistical Imst-
tuke, Kolkata. Amenoan physl-
cist Bermard Pelers joined tha
Thts Inglitate of Fandamerlal
Regearch following his pirsac-
ton in America. Politics] rea-
sons apart, both PO Masha-
lanobis and Homi FBhahha
attracted giobal telent at their
respectve centres due o their
reputation In the inlematicnal
soienbific communikby:

Al the inetibalonal leval, the

+ Cowmeld of Seientificand Tndusid-

al Researsh iried $0 et Mobe m-
Tl g direrines fior jls presti-
s abs lkp the Baotioral
FPipical Laborstory in the 19608
Atternpts were alzn made o eon-
vimee Nobel winner Har Gobind
Flrsooramea, sl Burbome Boie] bame
abe B Chendresskhar 4o mebirn o
nadizs. The grvesrinent crmafed a.
‘poal’ systesn  for  scienkists
mmnmwﬂﬂmunewfulh:-fwu-

anjmu-nh:gsmnﬂ'njnuﬂthg

] went Back te thear adopled

coumtries ard Mobwl sl
furmied doan offem.

In tha 19805, o high-prodfils
appaintment of AN OWiEeas
Indian was that of Sam Pilcods,
bt he was removed fom his
paition uneesremardoushy alfer
the rogime chinged, and the
telecnm. cenbrs be slarted wani
imto @ decline. Several oiher

. Indian sciembisis wha mebumet

m suhsequent decades also e
with bttt experienies with cen-
tral and elabe-level bumeaucracy

Al presend, all that Indsm scjen.
tfir departrrents e 0 o ae
farcily nanied schemes for o
mee Idllan scientils ke VATRA
i WATEHAN A srradl meenhar off
sentics come, spend & few
miorths and go ek, Bomeipn oo
antiets arenol weditmes ander any
#ﬂhl? For megidert smicntists,

Indis still gpends Jess than 1
par eaid ol ils GOF on B A
e Tiinding apency; the Netinm-
&kl Riemearrh Foomdebion, hes
Ieisen, formeedd, bvat it huas & highly
centralized struchines, The prnt-
giving mechanisn iz opague
and dme-conguming. Thers is &
massive ersion af nionomry in
resparch insbbates ard anbvers-
e, Research scholare and -
krahip bolders face long dalrys
in the release of soholarships
Poresgn tried snd inbematioeal
collaborution bawe been resric-
ed for academios.

Therefore, it wonld be a
chiiyelream o hope thet Amer:
can fedsarchers weuld choose
Iruiia for relocatior, sy thoagh
b= evolving sitistion m e 15
certainly presents an opporusd-
ty Ior couritsies witk o streeg
TtdeDd ngge, Ax Erie Bertom, pres-
idemt of Aix-Massedlles Tinivwes-
oy, b pommaorted, Amecicen
repsarchers arg niot Jooking for
I.'Llnﬂnn' support bt :h:‘ ke

oo, The reason — the Jegendary
Irlian red tape Bdamy scienkisls

3 der

x '-.n'l-:wul.h ::adumchtﬂh‘n [

i time [or the Indiarn solenlifie

sglsblizhment in intreapect on
these lines _...:_‘e‘l'[ E
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Studymg in Amenca

Trump’s orders are causing disru ption

" HE Trump administration’s missive on
“halting the scheduling of new visa inter-
- views for foreign students hoping to study in
the US adds to the climate of uncertainty for
the aspirants, their families and even the
host campuse:s It marks,a sighificant expapeion of the
previous efforts to tighten immigration controls and
impose restrictions on international students. The pro-
posed social media vetting of visa seekers follows a
crackdown aimed at sending back students who may
have participated in protests against Israel’s actions in
Gaza. A variety of rules have also been invoked to can-
cel certifications and freeze funding of US universities,
especially elite ones such as Harvard, that the adminis-
tration believes are too liberal and accuses of allowing .
anti-Semitism to flourish. For the higher education
comitiunity, the frustration is palpable.

India is one of the largest sources of international
students in the US, and is particularly affected by the
disruption. The American dream may not be crum-
bling, but it is certainly forcing many prospective stu-
dents to rethink their study and research plans. Ide-
ally, such a situation should present an opportunity
to retain the extraordinary Indian talent. That, how-
ever, is wishful thinking and a reality check that the -
policymakers should not lose sight of.

Several universities in the US are not merely sites
of great learning; they are torchbearers of the ideals of
free speech and thought. The vastness such spaces pro-
vide to human endeavours in practically every conceiv-
able field have made these campuses beacons of inspi-
ration to the global fraternity of students, researchers
and dreamers. The new policy mandates are unsettling
and disconcerting. How to negotiate this altered land-
scape is the test of the times. The audacity of hope is
what holds these institutions together, and not letting

g0 of hope is the best response. =% (# :
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From chalkboards
tochatbots

Alis transforming
learning processes
but itis important
10 ensure that
teachers remain
integral to this shift
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abandoned education
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Rewriting the script of early childhood education

people strugile ta calch up,” =id
thm Kobal Laarean: Praf, Teme
le:lmm.']‘hkhu'ld.': e fior India as well where

ployment protilen is A O e
uﬂhhﬂmym'hh-:h A I i Inudia e
Eﬁiﬂgﬂﬂhnﬂiﬁ *ﬂ'll'lh'EﬂPJ'll'El'l'}'

mutmfian,

piuﬁﬁhlhﬂtbﬁmlhfﬂ
mmmmwmmﬂuﬁmm
1,000 dedicated Early Childbood Care and
Educaticn educators for Balemstikas po Odisha
lmmd-gﬂl‘ﬂﬂuj'lummnd]ﬂﬂpﬂﬂm
St b Indla are showding the way.
The Heckman curve was & powerful econcmic
m-ddﬁﬂp'mﬁd&dﬂ?ﬁ[ﬂ!ﬂ[pmﬁ:tmd
iresighit — ol the relativasiip berwesn age and the
rale ol TenEm an ievestments in hisman capial,
Heclkman found thal every dollar ivested in
ﬁrEMMWMn;]]mM[
ranges fram 37 lastingg im pacss:
chilchren wihea recene qualliy early edumation are
forur timies moee 1ikedy 10 have higher eamings
and three timses more Hely s own 8 home as
m&mh.mﬂmm;ﬂrﬁm—m
a8 eaming poceniil plity —are
alrescy eviden, Children oftes sorupghe
rhroughout e If motivation snd learning habils
are oot errured sy

Learning oulénmes

Yar, India’s ECE systetn faces three mjof
challenges, First, chilihrer are mot ecelving

sufficient instriscriomal dime, Nearly 5.5 core

children: besween ages three o six ans enralled

Hmmmmmmmmm

BOVCITITHENE Pre- r schools. HiwEwer,
gmudjmxﬂn spend oaly 38 minubes P

‘ omne ki win the lotbery 2t birth;
‘s fiar o many don' - and most

5 o bl Bt
ey and Waraging
Drecfior ok Cantral
Squers Fausdaikn

b the Chalrpensan
v Co-foumddir of the
Irudbary Schood of
Pubibc Polcy and the
Chasrmmin of the
Cse ar

Cidl Satiety

Strategic
IHAERIEILENTS 10
early chiddhpod
aeducation and

ENEIEINE
parents will help
yaoung leammerd

" similarly, cnly 200% cold identSy laper and

.l:'[,lﬁ a child amnualy om ECE compared o

iy oy presshoct instraction, whics is (ar shoey of
thie scheeduled oo hours, and ooly 9% of

i schouks Bave 3 dedicated ECE

ar, W are plandng rees without the dght
care oo belp them grow. The effects are reflected
fry learnisg antooanes. The [mdia Early Chifdhond
Education Impact Study found thar only 198 of
pre-primary children ooukd manch hasic chjeds, a
ehedll ezsential for lerter recogniton in Cless nne.

srmailer puEnbers, which ame foundadonal for
arfthemetc. As & resal, children ofien stast formal
schooling withuoat the kil they nied, with many
bypessing essencal ECE pears entinely: 2% of
chres-year-okds, 5.1% of uryesr-okis, and nessly
oire-fiiath of fvepear-olds are enrolled directiy
m Chss ane.

The issue of resoarces, engaging parenls
Second, the tomgheful apiméston of Tescurces. |
fior earty childhood education remaing a

Tt Gorwtsamument f Inidis spends only

B3 00M0 a pusdent on achool educamion — largedy
i prodncing reaching-leaming maberiabs thar are
often emdenesed Thhere cimply a9e B
peachars to mplement these resouroes, and
Is'& lack of oversight — one supervisar i
respansible i monnoring 252 Anganmadis. To
imgiore pversight, we need tangeted funding to
hure miore: supervisors and dedicated ECE
teachers, Thise messmes, toogh modest,

high retums.

Lhitar Prades]; his now moved aliesd o dhe
lifrirng of nearty 11,000 BLE educanors for
Balavadlas in all districts. The Stabe also
ocgased & slsday mesidentsl maining

fror S0 master mainers fom D
disrricts to train them on GCE pedagegy, Odisha

bas taken the deckion to open Shishu Vatkas in
all grvermmens: schools 1o make children b= che
A group free (o shy scheol ready

Wil increased fundimg woskd bead o
mrw,swmgh

pends on engaging parents, an = the
third challerge, Mo pasants care dinply abour
thaeir children’s education bes may lack gpuidanoe
on supporting earhy learming. Emposering
prresns with simple, efectiwe ECE practios can
eake 2 significant difference. For instance,
providing warkshess or encouraging their
participacion in ECE cenire activities can deepen
their inyolvement.

In Madiyym Pradesh, the monchly Bal Chaoopal
programme engapes with parents directly by
shiswing e this imgorianoe af play-based
leaming. ‘With smartplvone acoess nearky
umvesgal, parental can b furthar
sirengthened theough or EdTech apps,
allowing parents o suppart their childress
divielopestit,

iy poers paectineg

Feversing chese odds may seern N an ophill
Lattle, bust with targeted funding and incmeosd
parental insohvomient, wa can prowvide our
children with the foundaion they desenve.

By 2047, over & Billion TndSans will enter the
glotal werldores, presensng an ungmecedennd
opporunity to reshape India’s rode in the world
Ef.m Soranege Fvesments in ECE and

engaging parents in thelr childeen's esrming 1
Jnutlm'mﬂ&hﬂpmﬂmhdhmm
the lomery of hirth and ghee roday's yourg
|earmsers the chance bo beoomie toamommonss
leackers. This s & eritical pathway ba
India's vision of becoming a orue Vishwa Guns,
RPN Penerasons 10 SO, .“llw L
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- Early learning needs
mother tongue
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Editor’s
TAKE

Int’l student’'s American
dream on the hold

The Trump administration abruptly freezes new visa interviews
for intemational students, disrupting their academic plans

n a mova sending ripples through glabal acadamic circles, the Trump
|idmlnistraljun has ordered a temgorary suspension on new visa

Irterview appointments for intemational students and exchange visitors.
The decision — spearheaded by Secretary of State Marco Rubio — comes
&5 part of a broader plan to expand social media vetting of all F, M, and J
visa applicants. While US officials describe the measure as “temporary,” its
ramifications may be far-reaching, affecting students, US universities, and
America's position &s a global aducation bub. The Stats Dapartment has
directed US embassles worldwide to halt scheduling new visa interviews for
student and exchange visitor visas, including the cammaonly used F-1
{degree programs), J-1 (exchange programs), and M-1 vacational tralning).
Mo timeline has been gven for when new interviews will resume. The
department cites a planned overhaul of screening and vetting processes,
with expanded scrutiny of applicants’ social media as a central feature,

The immediate impact ks on students haping to begin their studies in the
U5 in Fall 2025, With the visa process already requiring weehs to months,
thit halt could mean delayed or cancalled plans for thousands of
students who have already secured admission but nat vef complated thelr
Wisa inberviews.

In the 20232024 academic year, aver 1.13 million Internationa|
students enrolled in LS instititions, a recond high. A staggening 71.5 per
cant camse from Asia, with India and China baing the top contribaitors. For
many of thesa students, this sudden freeze introduces uncertainty and
patential derailment of life-changing academic and carepr plams, US
universities stand to suffer significant COnSBqUances,

Institutions like New York University, Northeastem and Columbia rely
heatdly on Intemational twition reverue and research contrbutions. At
Harvard, Yale and Northwestern, intemational students make up over one-
Tith of the studant body. Harvard, embrolied in recent tensions with the
administration, had its approval to enro| niEw intemational students
revokied just last week. Losing intpmational students would impact not anly
financial bottam lines but alsa the diversity, innovation, and global
raputation of thase institutions.

Research labs, graduate programs, and cultural exchanga efforts could
all take a hit. While the offictal reason for the pause is national secuty
and vetting improvements, but it may wel| be paitically charged. The move
comes amid escalating tensions betwean the administration and umiversity
campuses over pro-Palestinian protests and free speech issues. Though the
administration maintains its focus is on safety and sCreening, incldents like
this suggest a blurred lne between legitimate SECUTY concems and
political repression,

The feaslbility of this suspension rests an a complex balance. On one
hand, enhancing vetting processes may be viewed as a legitimate national
intesest. However, the broad and undefined nature of this pause risks
undermining the US's standing as a destination of chosce for global
talenk Fornow, students, universities, and global acadermic partners are

lettin limba. . o\ 6 A
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Cutting financial aid to Harvard an act of self-sabotage
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Roadmap for
reconciliation

The DGC should
| assume an advisory
‘ role, reinstating

the operational

mitonomy of state
universities

5M HEODE
i

| e Unbeersi
I Commissam WS
el had w1 1956 b
on the recommenditans
| o the Radakrishaan Com-
|
ih Act of Farament. Tee ma-
jar ecealite 1suigred ro the

; edusian landuspe endinen:

| suremimum sandards. In

| 1876, the sehiec ol 2decaton,
Induding et atation,

| ‘s e fromy the idzte

CEf

. Sl o e goe
nering both sehorl and Higher

i d:um- [

| eniihe Ol il peiaisrs

| wemedin i dhe UG has biam
previding guidetives ard

| provrulimbing repikidisi &n-
o AT

ﬂm. nrd!.:rﬁ

evalATHN, AULOTEATIE,
appeincmen ol weechir
cebors (V) and Bamalt, new
ponrees, and pay scaled ol
teirchers. siain pav-
s hawe Dooeporaied
goreree [#r all} of the LG
recemmendiiand for Im-
| hots mnd Seatules. Man
of thiese AugpestEss
eRecined, apparecdy, dur
m canstralmes of soyie wmi-
vifsiies In petsng w
infrdsIsuEDare aparn
humgan, Enangdal, and maie-
| il resonsros. Hosssver, wml
recrndly, theve Bk Dessn iy
| myver by wilg Al Cooper-
o o]

| aton

the rolde of a fadlfalor, ade-
sor-memtor antd weichdog.
liwding to sl Wniversices

the implemenmoan of thair
guidelines! ni. Uni-
s T charrc-

rarsin rermasfzmerisEce, ins
frastrocnure, Anamces, boulne
ard gther peqEsEh. -
gitde serof regalations

haee g2 adeguare dmeling
fiwt fr ediscatian ioehhi-

tiarm - the il
Eipgrad anes - the
ledslilny ol the
tirm, T rales of UGC sd
stane urﬂuﬂﬂﬁu:dhwu'h:
e 1Ty nok oo
s

ey
e ey

Mrhed cogrdisation, cecper-
atian, md coneenss gharkd
presall inmead af dossoral

tdchied L0 SanEsqUen-

reezia UGC raommen-
datiome sheuld nezestariy
accaimgany s paskage of fatan
ciad asshrance o The
stire ualversites, The agex
hady canstmendy be rivsal-
I¥ p,lmqﬁll: B mezids o be

ol barksgHes

Tt (1
oy
1 pabicy discriminate:
Bt 1 ststn sntarsity
umively

I e
:.u dinet pnsaught by the
S ondieanmaony alFie

The comireeei

I pgﬂ.ﬁﬂl."l have fegal impl-
catisns as they pelair 40 050
mmﬂlw

| setop Ona ok hlingin ke
P LEL

stor-ghamiaiar
Tharkilontng apmaowinds  Depesiy

Thesesd ol baors cos-
ﬁmmu{-ﬂml

L EfEE g
cardioa


Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-6), 31 MAY 2025 


HINDU (P-8), 31 MAY 2025

Don't merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

3 the admission season for colieges and
Eﬂ:rﬁﬂ-ﬂ begins, Instngion: across
are once again prometing their
programmes under banners
kncrededdpe, transiommation, and mesearnch
exoelenee, This growth in enrolmment ar the
wrlergraduate, postgraduate, and FhD Imels
& dynamic academic hodscape fall of
potential. Yer, bensath this expansion lies an
tnporiant challenge: dejgrees gre protiferatng
{aster than meanimgful job oppormunies,

A gap that needs attention
Accarding to data relessed by the Ministry of
Exatitics, e neen phomoent rate in India ends
1o neresse with higher education levels, This
wmm;mﬂp‘phﬂnﬂamﬂ&:ﬁf
id'ﬁnm'lrnlmdwhﬁﬂhuh-lm thiat
TEEHII-I'E! i attEn e

This - is particalazly aoate in Iedia's
vast network of non-elibe instinitions in Tier 2 and
hgwrmWrmmﬂ.
BCam, or BSe degrees acd ihwir carresponding
Mm.mmmm
fare FESOAIITE consbraimits and Bmited industry
pannecrons, operating with oarriula that have
mﬁmlﬂlhﬂm}mmm

fist placemenl
challenyses, the gradual enosian of emsplovability

rydany colleges iten s Lol
g gu&uﬂnﬂm#m reenalos
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T Kra g Wiews
are pErsonal

Viewing
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goacial conre
{hat geiarandess
a mesningful

BT H

b ween

| learmirg aod
livekilood i
eezpnrial

thenries bur struggle with everyday rooks sach &

Exrel. Thas disconmect means milbons of

eclucated young people find it diffical io translans

1heir degreps inlt ciresr ppporiamities.
This sinsarion stems partly from & deeply

enirenched academdc culrure thar walies

schalarship and ahstracton over pracoical

applicaron. Within many academic cirdes — even

prestigious ones ~ Bigher sducathon & offen
celebrated & an eoxl in e, while mmedsie
employment Is sometimes subiy underadued,
Postgradaste degrees and Phits are frequentdy
purszed not just for intellectoad ASkment b as
i el roim the 5o trcarked, creating a cycle
where mamy grodusses end up teaching in the
very colleges thar perpemian: the same system.
It s Imrgprartant b recognise thar suocessive
governments have ackonowledged chis iwe.
Imitiarrees suck @ Slall india, Steet-Up Inda, and
the Maoral Bdiscarion Policy have puoshed foe
shill developmend, weeitiorl framing. and
entrepreneurship, Eowever, the mansformation
rg:m]-l'lni -mm@ﬂdmmmd_
prostradidan: PICETAMUDAS Contnise Ly
rote learmieg over practical skills. While pew
orrses i ALar entrepinen eursin are beng
nerochoced, they ofien lack depth, dmd
inegratiin intoe the broader comcutum.

A broader socivtal challenge
Cevararies such as Chisa and Japan have
succrsshally aligned eduetion writh eoomamic
m|ﬁ|ﬁ|;pl'- elkvating techedeal and vocadonad
aductinn 108 cestral mole in warkforre
desskorprmesd. In Bndia, vecarinne tradndng = sl
mmﬁ“}du a fallback aption, boch within
academin and soclery. This stigma Umis the

| must be purssed by dess ndined rowands i

appeal and effestiversess of sill-hased eduration,
degpite i vitad role [n economéc empaweriment.

This eomtradictinn hi & Ewrcuicder sochel
rhallenge: degress are valuwed as symbaols
of upeeard mohility, bt they incresingly 248 o

Pussanee it This is pot & call to atarkdon liberal
educatinn ar ahsract leaming - they remain
e nitial for oriticad thinkdng and creativity.
Hirwrewer, ediscarion man also provide mnpihle
economic berefite. Degrees should offer
pearteways oo pgency and digniey, epecaily for
stupdents Gom smaller towns amd
updar-ragproed Insicucns

& way forward bes in in practical skill
ittivitialicd — commminiearion, digral lermcy,
budgeting, data anahsis, hospitality, talioeing,
and] bstalih services — Inio general degres
ES 45 care sements, nie optional

exrras. Doctoral education showld be dhversifed
i prepare candick e o policy, amalytics,
consulbing, developesent, amd indhustry rales, nél
solely academin. Fesearch resoafos wiral, but b
Pinally, rhe witkespread aspiradion for i
EcreerTaend fds refloors the limited
ﬂanllumlMMﬁ perceke. Wiile

tise ey remin (mpestend, expanding privine
incior and entrepreniurial pathways through
improved emplovability will offer woiih 2 i
brexsder range of options, Enbancing dills and
epgertunities can redisoe the over-dependence
iy Ciimpetre e Inda’s growding sconmmy
demandk: an education system that pod fost enrok
=udisits, but equips sudents wigh shils. Vaewing s

| educaron H;m{ﬂlmdﬁjmﬂuj

onruston beryeen

I:!:Iﬂl:lﬂ:gﬂ.l.[ and
lwelthood 15 exsenrial. 1"'||1"F|'

o
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My debt to the American university

Under attack

POLITICS AND PLAY

rowing up in the India of
EE :ﬂlh [ hesdl amibdne-
ent  feelings  {owards
ml;ﬁuﬁmam:
Writers (Ernesi
Hemingway was & partionlar -
e} and adored the music of Bob
D¥lan and Mississippi Joh Hurt, On
the gther hand, T was just sbogt old
enough to remember — and never fior-
get — how Richard Mixan and Henry
Hissinger had o energutically sup-
ported Pakistan apainst India cand
R D e
i |l m ta il
my ambivalence barmed to oubright
bastility. Under the influsnce of my
}'-Tnn:l_at teachers, 1 bevame active.
¥ and-Amserican. [ expressed private
andd pubdic disdain for their brash-
Tess, thelr gross commercialism,
their brpierialist (misledvertures
Latin America and Soatheast Asia,
Left to myzalf | would never have
endered the United States of America,

However, in 156, my wife, Sujata,

Institute of Design, got & scholarship
tir B0 & Masters al Yale University
[ could nod atasd in ber way — the
Wale graphic design department was
rochoned to be the best in the woeld
— bt had éo fnd 5 way o join her
Fortunsately, T had come bo ksow the
hiztarian, Uma Desgupta, whe then
I==ld & senior posidon al Bee United
atafes Educaional Foundation for
India. With Umadi"s advice and assis-
tance, [ applisd for a visitng lectin-
ership &l the Yabs School of Forestry
and Ervironmental Stadies, which
— to my surprise — actoally came
throagh.

Sufata lelt for ¥ale in Avgast 1685,

In Moswmber of the same year, thi
comilirmed anti-American foand him-
sl pudside the TS Conaulate on Ho
Chi Minh Sarani. The counter opened
a15 A am — I was there at séven, part.
by oot of anstety, and partly becaiss
when [ accompemilsd Sujata for hae
s Interview in Madros thers was
a long line ogtside tle American
Consulate  thers, corving right
arourad Mount Road all the way 4o the
Theusand Lights Mosque, But hore
thers was just one person abesd of
me in the gquews. It siruck ma that the
Toamils wers not at all antd-American,
and produsced enpineers in fer greater
pimbers than the Bengalis. Besides,
1 was due bo teach fram the spring
term, when fewer Indians soughl ta
g 'West than in the swbomn.

1 reachesd Yale oo January 8, 1596,
and spent the next year-and-a-half
expanding my mind, fching as
well az learning from my students,
in retrospect. | am very glad 1 went

ramachandraguha@yahoo.in

Singe

5
g
1
=
:
:
B,
F

studied in America, [ was fmmaedi-
ately strack by how driven by fash-
ion their work was, In the wake of
Edward Sald's Orfensaiism, poat-cals.
nializm and Culbiral Studies wers all
giate.m I.‘rmndl-nn disciptings [ Kmew
sustalned empirical Tessarch was nc::rt
Encoiragesd any more. Ratler Hhan
apend meriths in the Seld o in B ar-
chive, these acolytes of Bdward Sadd
preferred o tale cub dexis by dead
white males from the nearest Hbrary
and scrutiniss them for their depar-
fures rom whad then passed for ‘rad-
leal politics’

The Indians of @y generatian who
had come to Ameries o study and
temch, had largely done so for persoanal
advancement. Bal it was not 50 wnach
for thelr opportunism that 1 shurmm
thiem; 11 was more that their intelsc.
tual comcerms wese not mina. The
schnlare T wng attracted o wocked oo
oo o both of my sabject fields —the
environment and social protest — al-
beft i enbtures and conbexts oiler
than my e, Al Yale ikzalf, Thad long

Craman, and the scolegical andhropol-
agist, Weldlel. & semdoe Yals
schalar whom [ spoke with

was James Soob, whoe had just pub-
lished what In my view remains the
best of his many books, Weapons of
the Weak: Everaday Forms of Peosoni
Reziptance, Dutside Yale, 1 made con-
tact with the comparativist, Michae]
Adas, ot Butgers. the sociclogist,
Loulse Foetmann, at HBerkelew, and
the doyen of American environrmen-
tal history, Donald Worster, then

~ RAMACHANDRA GUHA

tepching at Brandeis,
These scholars had

Adrica, Southeast Asia and Morth
Americn, using iques and dis-
ciplines. different from the ones to

or Delhi, these American profeasas
were refrealingly free of hbsvarchy,
Theugh mnech alder than mveell ey
were happy to e called by their Grss

Hems. Like them, 1 wanted to publish
eny Phil ss g boolt, &nd get on to werk
on & 3ecimd book, and then a thicd,
Too meany Indisns T knew Bad writ-
tem a4 fine frgt ook amd then rest
oty their laprels, On i other hand,
Afss, Seolt and Worster all had an
lmpressive ceavre, nolable for its
depth and its diversity, That was the
maide] | wishad fo fllesw when T came
ack homse,

One reason Sujata and 1 enjoyed
Yale 50 much i= tha! we knew thai
when she graduated, we would go
back to cur homsland. The other
Indians at ¥ale ware all desperats to
atay an — which meant that they wer
anxicas to take the right cowrses to
get the right job that might get them
& wark visa and n fime a Green Card
Becanzse we bad po such anxieties,
we could take full advaniage of all
that thiz great urdveralty had 1o offer
And we made some close American
friends, with whem we am 581 in
touwch.

In ihe foar decades zince we TB-
trtred feor New Haven, T kave been
back io the TS many tmes, Most inips
Teave besar short — a week or two —
Bk socasbonally T kave spent longer
spelis al univorsities on the East

ane West Coasts. [ hivie the hapipiest
memaries of 3 semestar spent at the
TUniversity of Califonin at IBBILIB].E-}'.
whers — ai this great pedsdie e
glty — the students were as inbelbec.
fumally shaep vet of fhr more diverss
BerckErounds than at Yaks or Stanford.
I wras feaching o coirge on Mahatma
Gandhi, and the inferest shown in the
man and his legacy by my Burmase,
Jawish and African-American sha-
dentz copvineed me that it would be
weorth moy whide to spend the et dec-
ade (and mors) resesrching and i
ing about Gandhi

I was myself entirely educated in
Inclls, sond have spent the wst bullk of
my Hee Iving and workdng in India,
e, | owe an enormenas debt to the
schiobars and students T have spend
e with in America. And to the I+
brorles ard archives in that comnbry
too, whith often comtain pricsless
docwments on fhe history of India
unEvaiiable in my homedand 1 there-
fore el o deep sense of anguish
and anger at what Dosald Trump is
toing o wreck the American univer-
sity system. Whether conducted mat
of ideology or persoral spite, Truwp's
campaign 15 cousing  enoemous
damage o & country he Jeads and
claims o 1o,

It s true that in recend decadns,
the American higher sdusation sys-
e has commuitted soope selfgoaks,
Of these, two stand oot — fhe capdt-
ulation fo identity politics, which
has greafly inhibited Free discussdon
and ponEnncdve dshate oo camps-
eg and the decision to do awsy with
the retrement age, sa that achalars
in thelr alghiie; and ninetiss are 20l
there ba each (smallar and smaller)
claszes, mainiain large offices, and re-
tain voling rights pwmr fohare appodnr-
menls. That said, mast of the best
nniversibies in the world ars 56l in
e 118, By sclucating and infuencing
seholars from all over the workd, they
e el i

" P INCOreE
perticently, they ham nﬂﬁuﬂ an
a]]all.aﬁnll:.' mnending steam of s
entfic creativity, which has o a0
meadowlabils rode in m]m:pnTEdm
{he most econemically and bechnglog.
irallv advansed country is fho warld,

Before 1 went o Yale in 1286, I
hed been for some Hme a edfic of
American foreign palicy. In the years
Shnew, T P metadreed B SErvus Soo-
tirism of §ts government’s Infenticns
abroad. All through my e, the for-
cign palicy of the 15 has been chiarac-
terised by a mbdhameof Arroganec and
bypocrisy. et s aniversltles ave an-
ather matter altogmther. They &re an
sdormment to hamanity, and mokival-
el o igrorant attacks an theem sbould
be moarmed by thinking pecple of all
nationalities. . fo)

-
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" End Of Mom

Sandip oy

Decades age I went to a
modest unlversity im
i the United Sintes. kI
F wasn't an vy Leagoe
schoal bt it offered a

k teaching assistambship
snd a nltlon wabeern My prood mother
callad nll the aumts. My father called
travnl agents. Mot post the immadiade
Farnily, botmants and uncles and friends,
all trooped to the adrport 80 sea me off, T
WAS B MEminLE ooraEion.
wovald call i brafn drain Bok T wess living
crat the professional Bengali doesvm,

1 remomber baing boll afcited Al
peervnus. 1t was the fires Hime [ & Shal larad
Bangall boy, would live far away foom
hcimi [ harely knew how bo bodl an egg.
Ry enother laber said the enor micy caly
suni in afiertheplane doore b, Laber
(%t nighd she Ly awabes it Bsad anid told
my Tather “Blow will he manage all
abomie 5o for mway™ My Gk cold hier
“Hawrill grow wp”

The Amercicn Diresin was aboat
fapne, fortume and  acadamilo
sxcalleren cerlainky Buwl Tor
gemerations of Indéema {of
privibage) It was aleo aoul
growingupn AsUS tHghlans
tha screws on lmmigra-
o, Indioms mighl
need toalowly glart
fguring oot new
WS 0 oW L

The Tromg

an two pillers hat
made T8 a magnal
for peopls ke e -
immigration and edocatlom. Americ
weas acounery thatprided liself onbeing
busilt by tmmigrants whe came with Ltk
excepl thetr brakns and swaat. Who Foir
panents weos, 0f what prntlemen’s chuba
thay balonped b, wis frrelsvant. )
Andit waga conntry where anversity
meant a ferement of Mesa. The Soath
Aslam Aadical Hisory }'i'all:lng'mu:n-.‘
Berkedey tells the stories of woemen o

saris, with paper bags over thelr haads,

profesting outside the Indian sonsalabe
fan Franci=es no 1976 during i
Emergency n India. Wien the Indian
romsalate tried io get their names, the
university refised o provide these
Today, chamces are their studens visas
wald b hsn Canoslled
Thas is ool sy 115 warrled
to b=t in fire-Beeathing
activists. In kis ook
The Korma of
Brown  Falk,
Vijay Iras-
had wriles i
ik#l the
Eouth

Anlan  immigranis postl9E  werw
*doeahie sinte selecial”, They weoe the
erpam of the coop in Indis ard the kind
ol woubd-be soleniisls, agineecs amd
dieloes UE wanted, Bl thiy dld polondy
pet PR They alsn, ag my father put it,
ErYwW TR .
lan Bapost writes in Te Aclandic,
“[nly in Americs could 'college’ reder o
the amalgemation of a comingofage
experienes and & credesitaling servioe

e Grive e}

TIMES OF INDIA (P-20), 31 MAY 2025

-Dad’s American Dream

For decades, well-to-do Indian parents happily sent their darlings to US to get de,grlees & to grow up’
Trump’s upended it all. Now parents are sleepless even after making kids delete social media accounts

That §5 now heing upendsad. Trump
adminisirotion wande 0 make thad
nferoational studanl selectlon proces
more stringeat, e foiprool
1t ba suspendead visa inderviews while
18 tries to fAgtre oud & war to asdll ik
syiial madia activity of applicants
Bludents aaght up In amy
fracas, from political pro-
besis 1o muissing classes,
mn find [haly visas
cancellsd  although
srme of- Ehise canoel
latinng have boen re-
varsail by conrts. Bt
15 B makingit clear 5
15 mot imterested in
shodents caming 4o
America by "MEd
Eheamanlves™
15 Rafreory
ol Siake Maroo
Rukdo said thau
sands ol visss ba-
v boen pevohnad
"Rl wa proiakily
T o i do”
ThErE: WiTe [T
than one milfHon
interoadiomal
gdents in LS
the peisl wedr and
they condribisieg
nafrly $43 80 ko
(1§ arodomy oo
anmding o MAF-
B, the assocly
B oof EsErmabios
mal  sducaicoe
Eubio kas sia-
t=d that {hs
s govie
e rigurons
vetling doss
nok eyl oneea vis isgranbsd ™
T e’ wwen remember my U5
glislent wisa imterview EEsving
pacarad  pdmission  and &N
asalpiantship, thot bad fell Llike g
[emallty 1 was more wocrisd
sboul whather [ should laka a
JradETe pocker o Amario.
Mow avisa b just B st sep A
fréerdd's brother io-1mw visiiing 5
from Tadia this year oo o family

wedding was prillad at tha airpor?
despite having all the documsntation
"Wt gifl are you giving®™ the immigra-
tice afficial asked. He got in Dul the
pxperience wass0 wnpleasant, my rand
decided i cancel his own T8 trip labss
thl= seintman

While U5 administrathon clalms 1t
crackdews [ on support [ organiss-
Hores Like Hamas, the penecal IEpeession
it's piving 3 that the odd weleome mat ix
pedng roiled ap Mot chat 18 was ever fully
weleomitsg. For exanple, Froem 1621950
5 Emmzigration Law pronlbded
pavE ard lasbinns nka “sexzal devinbes™
e endnring the counfcy alongsloo
progiitobes,  polygamists,  paupeTs,
adaEnalies, dragaddiots, the disahled arxl
these who could nod prose " pood mdoral
character'.

[n & =ose America i still orFiag o
determine the limus fesi foe what
comstitvtes “pocd moral characts” in
s, Indis je now the "top sendee™ of
indernatinee] siudents 1o Ammerie, with
A3L abadying thara carranily bypassing
Ching sccording o ike Opan Dooks
Fepart 2004 Lakhs ol Indlans will soomy
e ez T ol a boans ard Bryein A whakeees
new rules US makes.

Ttrousands are peobably dedeting
thefr social media acooumis ac we spask.
Jr pechaps this will spur o push for an
“Amdirlcan Dream” type eduration right
hare ik bk

Ent nomatier whers the palicy inally

Sitiles, (he wind has skifted.
Alter hé reassared mmy
mcther that 1 wonld
“Erovw dp™ my fnther
tarmed gver and

ding fn America
and  sepping
min 4 oeEw lide
Asd [ would
Faronits cannok
afford jo ke that
sangdne  &ny-
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