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‘When does the gender gap emerge with
respect to mathematlcal abﬂltles?

Radhila Santhanam

Martinot, F., Golnes, B, Breda, T: et al,
*Bapid emergence of a maths gender gap
im Arst grade’, Noture (205},
lJ.'-h.‘.I'E.'IEI m;&wm—nmma
rmrhrmrlli. Wb eiy ane
nee] in STEN
e
mathematics), Ther ahsence has
COMSSJUENCES; i RAMows perspoctives in
STEM, potenmially bimders progress in
research, and perpetuates gendier
differemnces at the
This lnequaliry sandk & stark concrass
by the fact thar bowe and girls begin school
withi the smame mathematical shilities, A
Iriys amd girls start lsarndng che subjec
formally in wchoal, thar &, durng the firse
FeEr-These are the fmdings of a study
pbiished recently m Mafnre by
resesnchers in France. Understanding this
dlata el the undeclying ressons are
cruciad as they can help pollcymakers
inbervens at the tight dme and in she right
ways to masroe the gap

Findings of the snady
I the past, educationises, emoaomsts,
mu.l:llu,g'ul:, pesychobiogists, and Ctlere
have conduncsed several stadies. Ome

study in the LLS, shewved that & maths
gender gap Ervouring bove emenged
within the first few years of schooing.
Anoiher study thar followed 3,633
children in Franece found that 3 meths
gender gap was absent in kndengarcen
but berame Seroarshle i o by ages
Fi.

The latest study in Mnfure temiceees

| what ather pidSes kave found in the past,

| e o fursk

bizt ty using “en excepiionally large and
exchaustioe datases,” 1o the
reseirchers. The researchors sondied
245,53 [akh childsen aged 57 years in
Francs ower [oug yisir. They analsed
foear cnrssotive coharts from 2088 to
201, All these children sook e

Evmliicle, & rabonwide battery of iesis
and seconid grade spudinis b

amsess thelr largniage and maths shilities.
When boys and giels entered schonl,
cheir mverage maiks performance was
mearly identical o 2016 There were more
by chustered amang the top and bortk
performers. However, just after
forur moarths of seheodng, the resparchers
found nsma]] Im: highity slnificans gap
emerging, which favoured bovs. By the
EMSil PEar; Ihu:: wers Iwice a.una.ny bays
&3 girls among thie W 5% of perfotmers.
Ineiporeanty, chis gap wes G in
every cohort aonces the Sour consecudve

| wears. This meant that it was noc dug to
| any spedific societal, scomamic, ar

curriculer changes n a panticular year
The gap was foond neach region of
France, & schools serding communites at
hoth high and low soclo-econoemical
levels, in private as well as public schools,
anil regardless af mily compositian.
Curdoushy, the pap between boys and
irls wia wider if e children ware fram
high-incoms familes - & phenomenon
nict frund for langyge. 11 was lso larges
amoog high-income where bath
parenis held scientific oocupations,

Analysing the gender gap
Since the children had simaar shilities
when they started formal ediocation, we
can comckde from the data that the gap &

| peat relased to any Aundamental gender

differenoes in aptitudes. 5o whar explales
ihe gap?

First, a few covents, Reserrchers write
that sirce the data is descriptve in
nature, it can't be ved to pin dowm
canges, Second, a snady conducied at
intervals prevanis &y evaluation of the
poterially combsvocus effect of schoal

| ENPOSLTR OF Ehi effect of wac tons, Third,

U pests were not serioty dentcal ar ol
poings of time during the soody. Foirth,
L darta i limted o0 ane coumiry.

Mevertheless, they offer some
explanatiors conslsient with i
findirgs.

[efallte priofrlems are sahved in s
particalar Hend Eranmse and in a
ompetitee seming, and these are
corlitiogs that girls are taugh to fear.
Thaeir cotamuent anxiety could be
exncerbating tve gap. The resesrchers sy
this explanation ls comgruent with 1hei
fisding that greater cess difioalny
embances the gender gap,

Sseneniyped that boys are bettes ai
maths coutd also be widenlng e gap.
‘The researchers write thab “matbs-relaed
activides or exendses (for example,
connting and subirecting] start bo ke
e chearly [denrified a5 belooging o e
mahs domain® i primary sdhoal. They
beellgwi that this “sudden labeiling of
miaths-rehbed actividies as ‘matks’
{wheress kinguage activides st earlier
in preschaool) might ghve spece for gender
Elerentypes sunnotinding marhs to
enperpe, 10 be intemalis=d by children
arth.mmﬂssnuaﬂsrm:ir
self-eonoept and performance”

The ariudes of primary schon
reachers may be & Bl & well. Far
example, beackirs msy encoaryge girls oo
read moee and b o do nwore division

EETTEAEES (EAGCP0TD

and shracton. Thal is, ey Iy
ateribuse inaellect fo boys and diligence o
girls. Parents may also have such
#3s1mpEions about aptiudes.

Suggested Inerventons

s the problem begins afrer chil dren start
pehipedieg, the reseaccners beleve
imparcrving tenches rraining will be &
riacial Miterveniorn If reachers ane
encauraged o quisien gicls and boys
equally aften during maths amd stieice
chisses, and also 1o focus equally on the
talents ansd #fforis of childeen of hoth
genders, it coubd bead to bnproved

DUt oIS,

flan, if tescher training in machs |2
increased oo leprove their confidence
and ingerest in this ropie, it ooalkd
aflactively redivce the gap, This, the
reRrArChirs sy, is espechly moe of a
councry sach as France, where moss
primary schood eachers are female.

Intervengions could alse e direcisd
rovarde cildeen. For boys and glels 1
become convinced thae maiks b warth
the effort, they should be emposed o batly
male and female robe models with whom

Thee researchers also sugges: that girls
hanild be provided with sy 0 cope
with amdery melated fo competitian, They
sugggeal implementng self-afirmation
taaks, They also express belief that
accenfiating an incremental view of
inbetll gence — that i, emphasising thas
whilies pnd inteEgenre are mall=be
anid cin be developed through efart and
learning — wiukd help,

Im Shiat, it Lakees Just a few maomiths for a
gender gap lo emerge, 5o guaick
mrl!l'UEJ'll:b:l:I'l!D:lmd.h.elp clnse thie gap
effzctivaly, [ w
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Editor’s
TAKE

Language imposition
row

Maharashtra withdraws its resolution to implement 3-
language policy after huge backlash in the state

he Maharashtra Govemment has withdrawn two Govemmant

resoduthons (GRs) miated to the implementation of the three-tanguage

palicy in schooks, following a fierce backlash fnoim opposition parties
and civil soclety over what was perceived as the imposition of Hindl. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced that a new committes headed by
noted educationist Dy Marentdra Jadhay would ne-gxamine the languags
polhcy in detail and submit & report within three manths, Unt] than, both
resolutions issued on April 16 and June 17 have been scrapped,

The cantroversy first enspted when the Govemment issued a GR in Agril
making Hindi & compalzary thind language for students in Classes 1ta 5 in
English and Marathl medium schools. Opposition parties, ncluding the
Shiv Sena (UBT), Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar faction), and
Maharashira Mavminman Sena, bermed the policy an attempd (o erode
regional idenkity and promate a cultural homogenisation under the guise of
national integration. The resistance to Hindi i not unigue to Maharasht;
soaithens states like Tamll Nadu, Kamataka, Kerada, and Ardhra Pradesh
have historically pushed back against any percelved attempt to promote
Hindi at the expense of their natie languages. This opposition & roobed in a
il of cultural pride, histarical memory, and concems abaur linguistic
equity. In states like Tamil Nadu, ant-Hindi agitations of the 1960s left a
deap impring, shaping the pelitical and culldral cutleok for genarations. In
Maharashira, the assartion of Marathi identity haz always played a central
fale in political discourse. Any attampl (o dilute this through what is seen as
a “national” agenda aften provokes strong emational and palitical
responses. The care concern in these regions |5 that Hindi, already
dominant In the central Govermmment and national media, is being impased
through educational policies that ignore local linguistlc contexts. Critics
argue that while students in nen-Hindl-speaking states are expected to
leam Hindi, thare |s mo reciprocal encouragament for Hindi-speaking
students bo beam regional languages like Marathi, Tamil, or Kannada. This
ane-slded policy direction fosters a sense of marginalization and cuttural
erosian, At #s heart, this controversy [ a raflection of India's anduring
challange: how o balanca national Integration with linguistic diversity.

Language in Indla s more than & means of communécation; it Is an
emblem of identity, history, and emetional belonging. The issws is not with
leaming Hindi per s&, but with the manner In which it is introduced and the
lack of chaice itimplies. Voluntary, interest-diiven [anguage leaming s
welcome. Coercive mandates, however, tend to backfire. Going farward,
Maharashira's decishon to put the policy on hokd and form an expert panel
Is & step bn the right direction. It acknowledges the need for dialogue,
consultation, and a broader consensus an something as sensitive as
language education. India's strength les in its linguistic diversity, Efforts to
unify the country through lengusge should celebrate that plurality rather
ihan suppress L As the panel led by Drladhay begins Bz work, the hope Is

that it will recommend a podicy thgt uphalds the rights of every child o leam
the language e wanis, qr? L
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he Katiopal Educa-
tion Palioy or NEP,
apgroved by the Urios
Catinet iz 2020, bed 10
a atrong discwssion
arpund competancy-based ed-
ucatson, There I3 a pealisation
ihat sidents shoald kearn how
tu-)ﬁ]i' their knowledgs n real
i 2wl eonstandiy
by eramsition — climade change,
g icnesations bn tschralegy
and am ever-svnlving culiuare of
work — this warrants a rethink
of bow pducilinn can prepara
¢ hildrem for the fitfure.
Recognising (hils nesd, (he
HEP envislomed & schoal edics-
tion ecosyatem wherein children
o't st Jearm bat Jissen how fo
Jearm. ‘Thi the shift from can-
fepi-fncnssed crrrrioutummn anid as-
pmiumprts B0 pOTHpetency-hased
curcicnium. [ mandabes that
skills and values be fdentified
arross all domakns snd skipes of
learming, Ard sssesamend Wals
alipned with Jearning outoomes,
| mapabdities and dispeditions.

The MCERT drafied natooak
rurricular frameworks for the
dundational stege (HCF-F&) and
schonl ediearion (HCF-SE). Ad
the care is (M movement from
imowiedge 1o competency and
skills. While there are ongoing
efforts bo irsplement this proeess
through bodies ireh ag (ke b
Honal Assessmant Cantre BAR-
AEH at MCERT oo by stalas, &
rritical phece if this shdit i thatof
farricuhem and how b s kmple-
menbed i clasaros

The idea that
fhiuld focus on compet ;
and prapare children for regd
1 4ipuations is nol mEW. In
18 i b bk Tl School amd
Bociery, Juhn Dawey argued
ek e aTinn Served o puFpHiss
bayend individualistic devel
Totrarn v s chLh: i1 W poial
¥ signijeant snd incfuled o

sfumealion
archES

CLASS ACT

Curriculum Vital

For skill-based education to succeed, the
implementation of a policy is as important as
the course design, says Neena Jha

perocess ol learmdng o it T,
Civer b Tt cenbary, sducs-
s peforms n warious connirii
incheding India concepiankised
laarning within the widar local
and global confext, But what
came to the fore was o discornesect
trrwaimn classroom, skl peal e
The effects of this discon-
necl hnve besn stark — sta-
dants geling through primacy
gohi] withaiil hoso reading.
writing, apeaking, ar arihmeic
ekills: [#ck of (s an Uhe sneds-
i wnli-being of shadents
Lending 1o adverse impacl on
thedr menial haalth and eariy
b ;. lack ol interpereomal
glellds ard fo i,
Hewre 35 AN attomipl r_nu.npirtl
s praciol changes i CUFTH-

—— ey

iila that &N enable the shill to
e Frrnssid ClassTong
anil, comseguenily, ahills at the
peptpe of shadent learning.
F and reglonal cantexls &S
learning resoureas. Wilh
{he MCF providing gubdance o
mappinp compedencies and sl
a4 [earning suteomes, there i3
a need to farthar contextualise
Ihose. For ingtance, Magaland,
which bs an aburddarse of nat-
ural resourcos, culinral diversity
and challening terradn, would
hinve o different Jesson plan and
elassresm pedagogy compared o
Huryana, & aedlocked stnte wiil
a sbrong agravinn scomamy and
wabrnE sgt-ting ol e

irat, the keveraging of lecal

Geconid, scknowledging the
rale af the feacher in franslat-
ing cigrvieular goals to leArnImg
putcomes, Knowledge-based,
cortent-facnssed fradnicg wod-
iilag are fiot adequais o poepane
teachers for multidlsciplinggy,
skill-based, conpetency-focusied
teaching. For instance, 1t will not
b sudTiclant for maths leachers
bo know about the |atest peda
pogical innowation oF techiEng
Tesourt ey would need to pan-
vey the use of machematienl can-
et o analyse survey dnke ond
nuaringe Bnances

Thind, finding was for car

rleulun nnd pssessmenis o
netively indorm one ancther, De-

SR B e Ty 08, Chsr yise ol

dsdesmment dodn bo inform elnss-

coomn pedagogy antd practioes
i# lkmibted, Thers 52 teplency
b0 Popresent asseasmEnt data
i highly comples Tormsals that
oiftan do et speak io teachsrs and
other stakakalders. Going hack
{o the purpose of nzaessments
is critizal, Teachars oftem Saugs
whsthar shadents are able tooom-
prehend a lesasn with simple,
mgtive fechaiques — A goit i
she prldiibe of & less om, pear teach-
inge or even (e book an srudents’
Fagas, For competency-based edu-
catiom, re-linking arsessmenls 10
aqrtirous Chassrnm Pri=Eses
is imyperative. :

Fourth, concepiualsing mon-
ftoring & & part of the implemen
tation process. We must alunce
administrative and aslemic
moniloring withost neglactng
zither ome. A comprebemsve
strategy would inchsde selire
flection aloap with peer fnd o
pervisory suppori.

Fifth, while dasigming urmc-
ula and planning for impiemen
tasion, 1 may be helpfud fo redlect
on whether it 0ffers children a
blend of whad ey Enow, Bed
cxperienpe ard what they do fot
Does it view parenls and Sl
s silenl gpectatoss oF ACOVe 000
tritrabars 0 learning? What Kirsl
of scope ioes it create for chil-
ilrem o ledrn from the coUmLm-
by and brirg hack those learmings
b the classnooms?

American theorist Russal
acksll coce said, ~A syslem k2
pever Lhe sum of s parts, it §2
ihe product of their inkeracion’
How we deshen and manosauvre
ihe interaction betwesn palkey,
procesies, practlos and peaple
atsadl crafi the sgary af how chil-
dpen axpetieres the cuyieulums

Thia wiribesr has baen o feacher
and tescher sducaior. She s
currantly an advlaar with o
consultncy fm
wh)y S

ad R B TR R R T e e ———— I

.
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Language Lessons: There’s No Replacing English

To truly realise NEP's vision, a two language policy of English + Mother Tongue is better than GOI's hasty
maother-tongue directive. Without English, children will be at a disadvantage in higher education & jobs

1o el af & word-class *
li% prursiait to Implement Mew Edac-
tHom Policy 2020, GO m May issued a
rirenlar reaffirming that primary
pducation ought to be delivered in
pugpils’ mether bongass The argumant is that learning
im o native langusge improves comprehersion and
fosters criticnl thinking, el the directive bad an
wnreatistealty tight deadiine for Implementation - to
carmmeannes by Jaly 1t has plunged schooks ineo disarroy,
ralaingacritical question: isthisaprogressivesiepora
political toal fhat betrays Indias futare?

Thes srongest foods of culiure grow n
ediscatian. In

Crisis in the classrossm | Thi policy’s immediale affaet =
b0 park chaos. Consider o Defhi classroom writh dhildsan
speaking Tamil, Telugu and Blojpurt. Teachors aw
sucklenly expecied to deliver swthematics or sclance
essoms in lhree langnages simaltansnusly - & wholly
impracticl task thal mevitably epteisches ineqiaalliy.
This i compoundesd iy & peticowide shortageof qualidfied
teachers, doa resld, eehers often default to thedom|-
nant reglonal languags, sypdeally Hindi innorth Indin,
cffortively exehding thiss whose mother iongaes ans ot
accommudabed. This iz ool just a loaistical Sallues; B isa
piedagogical ok With on ambigums potioy On ARSESS
sk, childeen are Hiely 1o be fRught n coe language
hut tested in ancdbes, creating & 'trapdnor’ Soirdetan
ikt e enedusion Father than comprenensao.

wumﬂmﬂm[nﬂ ehmas is a blow to
thi aspiratinons of millkes of Ieediam familiss who maks
ranaiderable fnanoial sacrificed for privisd CHSE
eebinnds, A robust Enplish-medium &ﬂuﬂntlmll:!thl:ln:.ls
rek & Ty bt an esseniizl tosal o 1bedr childen to
gl ahead. scne] i neations] exams A compsts in &
ikl lsed wiedd. Priorioy oughl fia e B didveess theatark
fnequnlity batwean the child who Accesses ChsAGPT and
ghie o gL struggling OVer a Gongle search. 1ru|:-|::$
GO0 rissked mandste disropis funstloeal schoals
overnakis fha roal crisls af educatiooal disparity

i ol for mdla's global dreams | This pelicy lsanact
-.'-Tpeml:lnnn] o Hmic Ebotnge, implemenied when
Inidia's demagraphic Alwsdenil presents 0 onceln-s

ganermtion opporturite With 8 vasl youth popuelation
riaquirinpskille for an Aldriven gobal landicapa, ewery
yeaouree oupht 80 ha directed towand s uiure readimess,
Today, many natimms hove begus nparting Al cduca.
tiom it the primary bevel Indis, o6, cin priocitise this,
Y¥at, the latest directive squonders anargy and fanding
o buwilding & Towwr of Babed in ¢hssrooms, pustting
il mt o disedvantage in the glohal racs for alant

|nsalt te Sesderad fabeic | The top-down appiasch undar-
mines (e very ideg ol 1nd o, Forthe Centra i imposaa
pweeping langnsgs ooy without oonsaliatbon Slambes
siptes’ anthority satitled toan equal voie: of fducs-
ting, This s troabling ghen mounbing :.-_nljmsm hal
Higrdl has subsunved dstinet languages Like Bhojpurk,
panithil, Beajnsthani, and Chhnttksgarki - langaspes
clmselled 2 |t dinbecis i Cha conzas. Thae F‘:‘-I.L._'l'
aecolarmbes this erosson. Lamigisges that states cherish

arv pergderad (o e marging in thele own schools = &
ploey pelicy-Srbwn extinelion. For parents whase
Ether bofgne B Taluor Gondl, theiluslon of choles s
ernl, By enarving adoption of a domisnent siainlanguags,
e polbey peras the wey for ong-term demographls
pe-Sraineering: & Fanrsdi g <l bn ME mught n Hmd:
sy cotvaniomes, may ovanhoally idenbfy &3 & Hindi
speabiar, dixoeling fofura llngoistle cenms dals

Mismnderstanding indisn identity | The [ndian mind is
not a meoolingual box bot a sprewling Banyan e
Fesstaof the mother tongie provides cultumdsusienaoce,
branches of regional langsges reach out to neighs
loikis, and the canops of a gobal language engapes mith
the world. Our genjus is our ability to navigabe this
cormiplex ity The cew policy seeics to replace this wibrami,
liviog organl=n with a collection of isolaied, sierile,
potied plints, lmpoverishiog the very soul of our
pluralistic identity

Bilingual moedels better | The solution o this manmac-
tared erizis is nod to discard mother bongoes et o
adopl a proven, eguiiabds alternative:’ & nlllegaal
model successful in mary-maltilinguainations This s
how WEP 3020's vision can be traly realised. Tha frat
step 15 for schools to produce hilegual teoctboois, For
pupdls in UF lessons could appear tn Esgllsd o ok gRips
ind Hindi on the oppostte. For Tami] pupils, Enplizh
ind Tamil, and 50 ocn. [magine & texibook with two
uming - English on cne side, and the pupil's netive
land@aape (Whether Tamil, Bhojpurl, or sny of ndin's.
myTlad langues spoken by omer 10,000 peopie) on tha
nther; Bach an approach would both preserse ndla's
caligral beritaps and equip children e the waorld,
Thitmodel would snsare pupils learn coresuhjects
thromgh iheic mother toogoe. fostering classroom
afuality, and gain competency in Englizh esseptial e
Figher slicution and employment. Iy affirms linggistic
Klenkily and undocks oppor tunity - what WEP elaims to
chagplon. Without such an appreach, the nAliey will
Faveiar Hindl, marginalise other langaagn spealers.
Prioritising lngudstie purity wun’t coeage jobs. 105
exsenitial tn press pause ona geverning philogsphy that
piances ideelogicat hoste over fatienal tee. Sl
e s future shoold niot e sneeil s st thealtarof sdealngy

Tir weriter ir an sdescane & Madros 0 sid foomder
Citrenzfor Lowand Desioeriey T iy i

: '
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soaihing e Siedagals
karve prpdacend grad Seachan:;
arvaigdc retrgren el kwre-
o siizsciy oore T whan
il b winihs i b previde

VERY fear
armms s Sree,
i cALEEY
becams  wihoaal,
b i desive,
& i rg il s e esls
aka afrrapmae, el
thes life-ereny, £uier the
palims = kighsr sdoocaton
and. underfaes & bEw Wi
mip. Wit o b abo Lha Lo
when avery malbbe andl
teailyEr baroman
nircapemve and begrn W
ol eo i dhalergma
shesd. AFer o, 0L ic oA
ey 1o ortant thewd FEang
duderls, fifoniliion thar
nnil and e Lhere 5
e pundm al Wi bam-
my. L& us undeniiesd
e challem o
Fizxt, il = Wnperind o

prany  doadaton ol
srhals Fow brendc i il Chal
s e mrreplad Uhi- ey
ey ekl Tn et
we srem b b e norfact-
ek Al the dealy off mais
gl mhockey, nd i
farwneay the seidbising
off yraching ool in Feery

ibe dhes of this wort ol |

rralsglairrrarsrisl kare-
ing. Bk worader [ Beoeaes
rooradingly difiail B
Lharm %o doepd dinl Ibtess
ralgs whai e piber o=
higkar soaxnlize dorirds
— he habas of wedting Des
Ehrary fregrerily wd nowd -

i eigiial wWais and cla-
pion 1he cresdive el olerd-

g  oxhmeslive  andd
reTprelNEvy ceape; wod
stecrvm all, Lha arl of =
et Lol i, prdmucaty
i [he prefeney e B
dicindey roks FF Aomm,
el rasif & A gesicbechzrn
Fesczad, feme wraefil e
wrw growing Ap la i eead-
Forgreed dhad § ol partios-
ey conducies ot ode
brabion of crifleal tuniing.
In fed, i e asasls of
ik furebuzaribeT Am
e Lo casena Lee ENA
Ay Levswirkd, (ke eaniing
of suzilen bas akeesd
cragtaral bp el afen, il
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Dummy schools or a meaningful college library

n'.ﬁ'l:i'rl'h.r—'lnml.:nm-
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i e and bradn Ene work-
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pEdg masEnlE Ll ol
wmrpthie s e wralthe
gy gt of sdusrioa
i b lssrrarrin o o] s sl
aftve chmm Sl B ik
criteally, pab e
therd, g Dol unrldhnm
he it of fechoinalic od
axErg o ey e
sciion el WA W
L TESTELE

TEour eduksation
refises o semstise
wguderns it
produces noly a
tmuch ol spulesy

pradutes

a0k e b A RCR By
o e b o ) ol
iam D med ferbecikar gy
taon loia eealy and
ke 4 paper il oridoal
Felghie Hal mighl o
crawids tha adshs g B
Ly, Ui 5 procagedy B chalk
ke oo tesrkane i,
poriel prmeser oad EaEn
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onder 12 s & ke tha
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ESTABLISHED IN 1881
Hindinotamust
Maharashtra rollback a message for restraint

"I

% HE Maharashtra government's decision to
scrap teaching of Hindi as the third language
in primary classes comes amid the estranged
_ Thackeray cousins joining forees against the
- move, and opposition within the ruling
Mahayuti ranks. A panel would now determine from
which class the three-language policy should be imple-
mented and outline the options for students. “Our poli-
cy,” Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said, “remains
Marathi-centiic and Marathi student-centric.” The
Maha Vikas Aghadi regime led by Uddhav Thackeray,
he claimed, had accepted the three-language formula
repmtufthehiasheﬂcarmnmﬂﬁeemthnutquesﬁnnmg
it. Denying it, Uddhav termed the rollback a victory for
the Marathi manoos. The objection, he said, was to the
forced imposition of Hindi, not the language itself,

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 mandates
learning three languages in school. States can choose any
two Indian languages — Hindi is just one of the many
options — and one foreign language. Though NEP 2020
appears to provide more flexibility than the previous pali-
cies, the dynarmics of its implementation have mggered
protests. There are concerns over Hindi being priaritised
as the default option for the second Indian language, like
in Maharashtra, apart from the native language. The roll-

' back by the BIP-led government could lead to a pushback
in other states too. Tamil Nadu has vociferously opposed
any attempt to sneak in Hindi through the backdoar

If a three-language formula aims to bring people
from different linguistic regions closer, it can't be
empty rhetoric. Parliament was recently informed
that several North Indian states have refrained from
teaching any South Indian language as the third lan-
guage. Hindi, like English, is already a link language
for so many Indians — by choice. That choice remains
open for all. A forceful imposition is not the language
India understands or desires, .-::-l':"l.i- /
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Reserved faadg}gosm_are still vacant and out of reach

mwmmmu.mﬂm
equitable PeprEseTiation fo manginssed
commanities in public instituions, Reservaticn
policies for Schedubed Castes (SCs), Scheduied
Teioes {5Ta), Oeher Backward Classes (OBCs), and
Eﬁﬂm'llﬂrﬂ&ﬂﬂimmm:iimm
Auddress hisaorical inegualities with 2 quots of
15%, 7.5%, 27%, and 10% of posts, respectively,
“fet, cenfral uninersities and presier mstitutions
ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ!lﬂlmmdmm. ke
Tnactism T tituses of Manmgensent and the AL Indlq
hﬂﬂlﬂtﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ]ﬁﬁuﬂsﬂﬂﬁﬂ,fﬂm
B reserved faculny positices, shifting the focus 1o
this ennsgivaional mandats. im

lr-dla'a:.mrﬁ:nmfpmmhuﬁ:,

portangly, the
Bharatiya Janata Parry (BFred porical
dapensation has often promised to sbide by the

agenda of social justice & make India’s
ingtiutians more mchshe and demacratic, In
thils case, whint are the systemic barrlers that
prevent tiese matiucions from eealbEng itclusse
repEesentanny

A porsistent gap
hdﬂ:pﬂmtﬂibjmluﬂm::nﬂmmum_r

Diuargnendra Pradhan in the Lok Sabha in Apel
HEA, there were significant vacancees In reserved
Tresulry Pz acToes 45 Cenifral URdversiiog 2580
for 50, 1,199 for 5T, and 4,251 for OBCs. Mare
FRCenl Fefarts sugpest thal while some progress
brs been made with a special drive for
recrultment i cormmin unfeersities {awaharial
Mehre University and Universicy of Delhil, the gap
peersists. A Undwersivy Grasgs Commission (UGG
repoat (2025) indicated that nearly 30%, of
reserved teaching posts In cemal unrsersties
el pmfiled, partioularh ol senion levels such
as assockbe professor and :

This shertfall 1 b eontrss w0 ather public
sectors {rallways and banks), whers reserved
pooests at the lower levels (Groap G and ) e
often filled. Homever, senlor positions of power
snd prrivilegses ase #till out of reach for =
marjinaised sacial groups. in academis b, the

direcions,

= Bawwiwni Frofessor,
Carew bor Political
Svadirt, Sebeeok of
Saclal SCiences,
Jawakarly hehry
Urhwriity, K Dsthi

Ceniral
umiversilies and

Insthamons mest
align their
recroibsent
practices wish
the goal of
gocial fustice

| talented academics from 5C, 5T, and 0B

by unreserved catageries, highlighting
srructumal dispariny in higher educstion.

Systemic barriers

Zeveral facrors contribute o the neo-fulfiment o
reserved Bculty posis, Firs, centrsl imiversities
arl instittes of natioral impomanc: operse
with skgnificant sonony, sometmes msulating
heeerm oo gossermmienral odereihe, While the
VGE mandstes adherence o reseradion policies,
enforoerment varies, Vice-Chancelors and
selecion committess, aften dran from
deosminant sceil groups, show a lack of urgency
i Thﬁlﬂh’mmﬁﬁmeﬂﬁﬂhﬂm

Sevond, the UGS shift In 2008 s the *13-pomt
roster syseeEn” (o fecidty meonoitment has been
eaniengiins. Unliee the earlier 200-point system,
which treabed the: entine fstibation as 2 un for -
cakulating resenvitions, the new syem
considers individual departments # units. In
smaller deparments with Emited pasts (for
exnmphe, Six Facalty positions), anly ane past
Eﬂknmﬂﬁrﬂ;ﬂﬁimmuhmm

PaOEER Are crested as significaml
mixdnced (he number of resered [:-:ai_l-,ni.,
particulachy for 5Ts, pevwgiing legal chaanges

legations of blas in the sHoction
process persist. Qualiied candidates fom
marginadsed communities aften face rejection
gufeler wigie criteria such as “canctidane fol
found suitable™, Buch praciices cam

Thackgrounds from parsang university careers,
sting a cpcle of exchision, & soody by the
Uriiwierginy Facuity Association in 3021
highlighoed that ceer 6% of reserved post
varancies in central universities were aerihiied
to such discretanany rejerioaes.
Finally, Instinutiorsal pracices sometimes
tabermin firmess. Beports of biased
) influenced al affilisrions
ummdﬂml#nmnr rwlﬁhmnmm lnil
rransparency. Though sotesshee gosermimets,

| jastice, the gap berwoen policy fhetorkc and
implementation remains wide

Adddressing the challenge
Hlun[mn'edrhw]l; [roats requines 3
mulpronged appecach. Firs, stricter
enforcement of UG gaidelines i sssenn,
supplementing e wahies of sncial juscion.
Regular audits and pubdic feporiiog of reseraiion
comgpliznce could hald nstutors acoointable.
Second, reviditing the 13-point roster system o
ennure that i aligns with constitutional mandes
18 exitical. Hearings by the Suprenos Cournt of
mlﬁdihj that s ongoig o this issoe, may provids
¥
Third, undvarsites mus address biases n

Bl Cooiggress amd IF, have champooed socal

recruiment by enabling diversiny in selecton
comonitters and standardising malmtion criseria.
Tiraindng to sEnsiciee acd amic
leaders o social justice principles could foster
inchusiviry. Fitally, it requires proactive catreasch
fwdl poditical enforcement. Soeial justice should
1ot reman & e politicsl siagan. The rul
dmmuamuuuiuﬁmmmmEm
ey instifution. !

The perslsnent vacancy of reservd Bicaly
paste isdermines India’s vison ol an inchosres
education system. Universities are noc meely
Eﬂ!ﬁ-ﬂfmmﬂhuahn:pﬂmnﬁrmu
ransformation. Ensuring eiuitalie '
fepresentation in faculty pesstons is net jiss a
begal nbligaricn but also a maral imperutive o
reflect bndia's diverse sockety, .

iz the Mattonal Edication B
emphasiees nuitidisciplinary and inclusive
education, central uriverainies sust abn their
pecndEment practices with the godls af ensuring
e faculty memibes: from the manginalised
socil growps. Only concerted scron Lha
Dmlrlrﬂmmﬁt;-:ﬂryrrm pTEAET
insorutioeal secvamtabilitg wowards seclad justce 4
amdl pelitical visiom of the ruling class o make
praiblic institrions e inchaster can bridge the
Eap beraeen th soctal justics mandare and the
carrent Festatben of the scadersic insinmians
tORARds i1y, |,
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The new par
Opinion

mdian etudents wene keown for ctheir role karning

Ipr\muu.: and their gemins capabifities to manosmee
thro theory lessons. The sducation system poshed

such siudents by swarding them with good marks,
However, with changing s, i dawned apon educa.

toes thee fact that st theoretical edocation will not be en

o LEve shuderis W hio are SlEpping into the 2 1a centary, which

i mare advanced than af any time ever,

The next generation nesds to be empowered by
holistic education where they not ooy ledrn ot
coqe subjects b also learn soft skills and empa-
M.nud&vdnpnskﬂ;uﬂmwﬂ]brmq' ]
the fubare. Thus, muktiple courses l.'grr: hETIMIh
by schoods ta sbadenie los & funare that
will brwnﬁdtlmrdi[fﬁml when they step mto
the professional world, Interestingly, Interratianal
Baccalsureste or [B programmes offer 2 curecu-
lury that is rooted in cunosity.

b 45 o course designed for the fistume and does
it Ewem reguire inﬁtsmiﬁ.: pragrammes b caler
tia faharistic peeds, Here, teachers d.:-:ftﬂ;:]sl slaare
thearetical information but share knosledge: sba
dents too dis their research for betber charsty of the

fopic. It beads 1o & meapingful connection where bsartly dhranw
froms peal-workd contests 1o learm and teach complex top-

SANA

CHADHA

MILLENNIUM POST (P-6), 02 JULY 2025

adigm of holistic education

ica. This deep invohvement 15 anl Fmi:&e through &
rlential Iﬂr?:'ing. whefe |r|.:1rr|.r.a.:l;=un thraugh I'Hndfl::
activities, field visits, and role plays and thus understand the
concepls In soch o manmer har they create lasting memn-
rie. Tt is diffical fo create o rigid corricubizmn for such class-
enninee the peucker will bave to create & Bow L tandens with
the kmowledge the students poseess.

Whibe the smudents’ e, developmentsl level, exposirs,
1L amd B wrill a crucial role here, with every diass they
il hally sravigate the corricubam and L'H'rthwhﬂp
in wrys that bave pever been thought of before. The imgairy.

b.milqn‘.il;g 'pnhg.ﬁ[y of the 1B emparmiins the
learners ko evelve in the night direction in 2 workd
thet is diynamie snd avery iy,

Teachers can become anchor ard help
the students i think i st ways. This can be
danie by challenging the students with prohilenss
ni helping tem in amlysing and sahing the
problems, Imstesed of showing the siudents
#0sedve o problem, the facus here is on the st
dests tremselves worldng wards fisding the
solutim b this problem,

Pl -woeld scenaros can be the best exam-
ples to understand many concepts. Teachies are
the ri,Eh,tpr};m-hulhiim.m 1hat is moee
guu-g-p{mmrl.l.!. These créative students, wha
han: leen pegularly solving peoklomns dece their
school days, will think like endreprenenrs and creats mars
empployment rather thas looking for one. As the stodents

i,

MDE El."

Searn sicills that will help them in the real workd, they will
be able to compete with the best. Thie i3 the sight wey to

i siudemts 1o succeed in the global work$orce
E advanced technology at an easly 2ge will make
the studsits combortable with it and aleo poe the seeds foe
knnormathon easky oo,

A focus on science apd technology will buaild a strong
foundatien fior exgineesing and matkhs, apart fram cresting
& scientific spproach o techenlogy. Pamalleled with & con-
duacive kmrnimp eswironment where stedents share their
bedens, this will neot st bongt theeir crearivity ban also theie
cunfidence and make them self-assured indmidaals. The oul-
ture af innovation will motivate all students and the values
of inclusbwity will create o learning envipaninest that i acces-
sible to everyone

Ubmately, cresting such ag ecosyitem w only possible
whan all stakebrald ers work together. As seachers inculcate
tearrcrl and commusicalian skills, parents e will need
b step wp and suppeort their childs sducation, The paresis
must change thear vi int and urderstand the benefits
of this fobaristsc stvke of ¢ docation

To take imnowstbon-hased | ing &0 the next Level,
Governiment support oo is necessary %.q-mg_-ﬂupm.
cies that presnole irmnention and crestivity, Such an approach
will bk vs prepase the smudems for careers in modern indus-

irics and prepare them for any surprisas thar the Fobare
may hold

(T varibor b am HI'I.I.I.HnﬂﬂI.l:.ﬂ:;ir- : 3
Wi ey persniaaly Mﬂ Ir,;

o
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ANURAG BEHAR

ee years Bavn passed dincs ghe
Mational Edusation Paolicy
AMEP) 202D was unvelled; o
dosasent ther ineads 1o
reshape imchi ‘s ecdiscaiion spsem cr
& 1520 year horixon, T of thess firsi
o yaie s veere cansumed by the pan-
damic, forcing schoals 5 o i
ind gorermimens in serambile for snlke-
e B isep learing alve, and thean
|azer 0 recorerr hoal Bnavedingg. Desplos
i disruption. thie b Eall-decads
ha aneesd signiificand devsbopmesds -
SOOTIE TreinEe Som e Cnnimsied, sl
sorme quietly TrAnsformative. As
mimbes of the NEF drafdng commamil-
1, | hawe wabchad thise wnfodd with
boih hope oeed fmpatience.
Thtpanr.'.l'ﬁ vision ja bald: o s
o pamyoerviad ratim of wehosd -
wation b india, That & equaly moe bor
highse eduscaion, bat fhis plece B
focusad on sceosls. Like sy long-
1o rosdmap, it has st eadesiones
The unfulfifed pocental of the NEP i
ralicted in thoan csds where thess
rroilesinn a5 R e mod vet biin mel
Taks, fif Eeraness, the idea of dus-
v pobln schoois - an edminmative

STATESMAN (P-7), 02 JULY 2025

NEP 2020: Unfolding of
quiet revolutions

struciaral Ispravement maant to
enpbli H-15 schooks o shies essunoss
Eke: laba, playgrooesss, und specialst
tenchers I ans oo physical 2doearion
This wiuld nod anby have aptimised
asgrem TLI.ME‘! bt wioakd akbog: by
immproresd Bqudne. Smply becase M
the s=wll sives cf many of our pmﬂ-_r
schoaks, i e not possbile ar sl o hom
all thess resoarces: i each schanl Yet,
oedy & handfal ol ikares kave maode
barme

Semilarly. board exomisacions
contnue tn pemain high-staki, -
orys driver afiies - ecm los much of
e o iy, with lisw boards changing
wel bmpruving nmmmsment i measure
genuine lnarning The mansidon fom
school io collegs 5 scill 0 mape af
ERITANCE EXIBE, & SDréis-inducisg
érdial for studenia. WEP 2020 has
addrmomd all dvasy insuas, with s clear
and proctical approsch and archiec
nxE, yei implementadon has been e
viriahbe pace BCross saies and G-
v iy Dverdinedl Bisd s tha
Is-aboust lyplementation, and o e
praciical senze wa are only three yran
inta the tmplemerdstion phase, we
ean kst hopeful that he laggands will
eatch up.

“Tren ehare havee Biain tie coanb-
versies - mnoal of tham uncacmsary,
aften semming from mismading: o
diEberaie disiorilons of the pokcy,
Thie theee=language formala, for
s b, Tuias bén @ Teaiune of Bndian
edmcaiion snee L9831 anyrhing.
MEP M0 madn i weses licdlde ed
ripOnsve o lzzal and regianal praf
wraEoss, Vet It bocama o political
Amshpaim, with critics akher orawars
of the policy’s sctusd previsions ot

neacting thetr owm anzisizes onko it
irmilily, clilms that MEP promctes
satisagian @ng baffling o enyune
wius has read ghie documest, which
lisirdy emphasiees sirengthening
mmzlumﬂnn. Such debaies dis-
ract froen thae seid work B8 hand.

Hemmaih the nodse, however,
1hsen under-recagnleed ahifls am
wnfolding = chingps that will, gwar
Eime, redeEes [Belisn school =ducs-
than. Thi fesi is the spsiem wide fous
o ey childhood =ducesion (BCEL.
Aaromarch has borg shiorein Ul e -
B are critcal For vy dimansion of
Ihl'd!l.'ﬂ!jmluﬂ ol tha child - phyi
cal; cofnitive, social. sthical and emo
theeal ¥t India's sysrem Biscarally
raglecind this plhase

MEF 2020 chafged thet a n
murrioular D‘m‘ﬁ.ﬁ‘.‘-m?l:li\:n, rrﬁ;l.l_nmrr!
ure upErades, and approprisbe
IEacher disslepmeni snd support foo
ECE. B e im the couniry you
i himr B b of sarly chilldbaod
ackacrtion, incledtng in e vist pubil;
‘wnganwadl’ sEsiem. This shill, while
In B pany siages, & bidag e el
foundaon fer & euly esuitahls wrd
effective sptem. Childesn Fom wal-
netahibe and diadmniaped commu-
filfies et hames will henellt moss
Bt (hase chanpges < tfwe don't e due
mamenoumn =ip. and 5o we mst noc

Theesoond - uud perhaps e
foundatanal - :qulg:F;fllnﬁﬁ
motheT Wngue-hised gdacation in
Ei.'!l‘.g arly Eeracy, Dacades of e

new skesw chifdren barn bast in 5
Eamilier | age. yer india has oo
implemented this opproack, mace-
bravdimeg i crlshs thas win have In bisic
educalon. NEP 205 €htid an ik of
ol fas |argyid 1 Beprasy s
F-Hﬁnl.-ﬂ_lrh-l.T EIE':}-IT; lix reral
JPJ.Irl'l:l‘IH netranly tace ben (b ol
tidngual pealiey of oor classroomes 4
simiss Implement s approach, along
wiith cndeer Joy measuaes of the policy
in Feinditionad ligrcy sl oumsn:
ey e Backar suppart, v ing Beely
i se8 dmproviesen b in bade sducs-
thomal puiremes

The chird, and poiectially even
meare far-reaching, refoom is 1o
teacher edssaton, O reacher edu
catden gystess he hean maeed by

'NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL
POLICY' (NEP) 2020

IR RS § ComCEes

poor guallty and corrwprion fes
decades. Afmioc ] efars o lnpoee
hiwve coene [0 8 sanghr. 1o b wery real
winiae this sale of ledthir educalion
s been w Lhe bowssim of nur soshles
in prchencd aducation, The NEP he
sonfrensed all o tha Dssges In acher
education fronzlly, By Incodocing
four vear iniegared programmes in
titfh LiLversinies and msking S the
benchmark qualfarion, aod maving
the @it eache aluclion syiem
in that sirculer approach. sembined
with decisies reglanooy relomms. we
are trily &1 thes cusp ol o new &m. The
[y i e et diomee, bud the ddght san

has haoe mamdn This will change eur
iducwtion ai e mrs

vy pribny o v a8 MEP B30 (o
d 13T G progeess be lssar,
Bz amidl fha a8 ves womes proiniss
and pedless coniroversids lhaae
taree quier fevalutons - ealy child-
hood fecus, mocher oo gus bl
learnlng. and 1escher educitian
refizam - Beld the feedi ol 4 =ore
nfuiliabie peed @ Mo v ayulisy. Tha
neag five yer et see fasier execy
o, ‘vt e are om the way.

b w1 (B0, Aairs. Bramd Founciboe. g
e e o e kR T Brainng

CORTERATEE ) ‘_'i"._l.rl
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The Northeast is falling behind in education

Empty classrooms

NORTH BY NORTHEAST |

recently wemt for & hike b s
couniryelde near Mairang, a
twn of argimd 35,000 persons
with small streels and a tmsthing

. market sbout 45 Hicmelres Fom
Shillong, Meghalava's capéial The ghit-
EaTing colmiryside seamed io shine a
brighter hul!i:lrummuaganugnﬂg.-
zle spraved hills and nacrow valieys
Farmers had started to plant res in
dui}wmﬁfdé'mm Fyllan Rk,

By o -
breathiaking, masslve, round, smooth
Eranibe frmeatiom in the middle of & tres-
packed landscape, The comhikation of
mist, drivade and foliage made ooe exgect
a hobhit of two to pop up 1n this Shive
Bl this colummn is not aboat the place, o
is abat a haunting imge e roure thst
has skavedd with me,

O that trip, [ sa two Foumg bovs,
wiho appesred bo be in (hedr sady tesns,
berding cattle nthe rain Along the road-
e i reminded me of a similar sight
n A jowmay & fow years agn whils
heading €0 the site of a clagh on {es Ac-
sapiaghabara border On onr way,
my fellow traveller, Patrcia Mukhim,
the pedonbizhle editor of The Shiliong
Times, and T saw @ nomber of yoing boys

tepdding to cattie in the flelds, This was
a prefty commnn sight across the stabe,
I rerember Peiricia saving, ars an In-
dicator of poor eduration indices — of
children out of school
The recent journey provedked me to
Ik at & recent review af the stofus of
sl educstion facililsted by Pradksm,
a highby-reputed non-govermmental ar
ganisation, The 3084 Anmund Stroer af
Edvenation Repord, & gnrvey dine overy
WD years, carris A pdti-coloured,
siafe-wise map which paints a compel-
ling picture of the existing quatity of ed-
woaticg, 00 a mep that shows the par-
cattage of government schoal children
exirallnd in Class 1w cir a8 Jesst pead
words, there were thres states which
scored 3% mnd below. Threse wers Ha-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Aromnas-
thal Pradesh.

We will review pome distorbing
tremids im the cocibeastern pegion that
tha ASER study furmed up Only fwo
shptas, Slkkim and Mzoram, soore be-
TResn 51% 1o T01% d@mong chaldren who
wore inberviemed W oaee i they coald
read words. In folr Peaks, AsEamm’s ped-
penbape o Lhis sinphe data strip feldl from
45 in 318 o 26N in:!{mrli-’ul myed a1
uptick to 39.6% Las) vear, Meghalaye, on
the other hand, did not Eare that badly,
and s fgares went from 964 in 2HE
10 47.9% kn 2022 and g (o 0.5% in the lat-
estsumsgy,

ASER stafitics also undering the
devasiarng effsct thad Covld18 had
educational instihations, especially oa
sfudsnts, ing to & deop in many
stpbes dupring those hormne years of 2000

and 2021 whin schools and nnivessliies

| gpn}u’-ﬂm-lﬂ-n'lfﬂlf i
gas on the Morfhoast @nd
| travebs sbenstialy in the region

SANJOY HAZARIKA

——

Sarry alate

e ghoal and work from home Decgma
the raren,

Prathamye &naivale showed {hat
while school enrolment Jor Shdldnen
&ged 7 #0 15 years remained robmst in
Moghalaya with a continued prefsr-
apce for government schools, the s
ation was challenging amon obder agm
pronps. Earolment fgares for children
nged 15 #0 16 years declined slighily,
particilacly Enckg gl Emﬂ.ﬂulﬂ-
Iy, the dropont aie ameng girks aged 13
te 14 years deersaced comparsd bo prevl-
S FRArE.

i rgw ains : Pecent

in rem puae: Lk
vecaations with district officials indicats
that pmwrty is still o critical burdle to
sepding children &0 schinl Bevond The
primary level, One official sabd that an-
oilter problem was infrastnacturs, with
some emate willages lacking compiest-
tiors to linking roads, Thers ware no
Iz sapvices to take children to D mid-
ke snd secondary schools, which can be
froim Hve to ten Kilometres awar from
the=iir villages,

“The children wisit the primary
irhools even Whem theywe passsd oul
Tecanse they want bo ba in that knd of
atmosphers, ey dop' wanl fo sty af
himee,” cme officer told me, notng that
anme of Ehass scdols ware in CraEnped
sinple-room sradinres. Beghalaym's ed-
1acation minlster, Rakkam Sanpma. suf-
fared aciks amberFaaimet when | was

thal some schoals in the Garo
Hills iwhich is his bome buef as well 49
ghat of the chied minister, Conrul Bang:
) were belng PO i oo 50 TERES
mmw“ﬂ_"dﬂapidnhdnrﬂmmwﬂ-
bl b floods

While ASER Doled soime posilives,
the sharpest indictment of the stxie's
sehmoling sysiam came In the farm
of the Central government’s  Per-
formance Grading  Index, which
puis Meghalms @t the wery boltom
of Dl nathonal tehle. The PGI s o nation-
wie ripormes grading systeen that pe-
wieWE N leas Hhan 79 inddcators nomiss
calpgories  andl  dopnsdns, :iJII'-'ll-'rC!I-IHd
aross, i 1y, bearhir traloing

pguity nnd learning onboomes,

The Morfheast has oot dome well |
myerall. Arumachal Pradesh and Nags
b, which wure st Meghalaya's level
carlber, hove improved a oobch and
reached fhe secomd-lowest tier. Sikkim
wns a cut abeve that, ke the top posl-
tice was secured by Chandigarh. Evan
a state like Mizoram, which is constant-
Iy placed at the tap of the lisesoy mbes
in the coumtry, stambles when #t comes
tn the PG meport. It may bave recenily
Navmied kg stgbas of baing a “Maldy liter-
atn state® Tt the PGI report
the reality that lteracy does mot mean
B2 e (hing as ediscabicn.

Conrad Sangma 1= an affakds, pogao-
lar politivian with & remarkabie connec-
ticin wilh peaple and an inflaendial so-
cial media fllowing. He nesds to mon
with clamiby and firmaess in this secion |

|

Meghalaya's biggest bodgetary allmm-
o ie [ educsiion, wulk are] sporis;
ha is refling out & chisd minister’s schal-
arship progrimime that is simed 6l
qml:hﬁ:l.g 0000 yruth, Bt something
& dearly amiss Bural achoals, not e
mtmmdmuhm
with regard fo access and infrastroc- |
fure 30 that they con draw md retain |
phadents

hth.:.md.ﬂurauthu. Mephalaya 15 |
bidding to make tself an abiractive toar. |
=t destinnifon, ':Im'.ﬂq'n :]'n. : uE.-T |

riling — ST L b
Eﬁr:hﬂﬂul’mvmdll_m pladns; a havirt o |
piveriiire lovers with chvet’ rafting na-
pare trails, w i there ar guaint
hooenestays: aned cute cafes; for music af-
rimatlee, the likes of BEd Shoeran hive
pomg b However, e stabe
carmod enbnest e fbaea to the Lasket |
cfmuﬂ&mnhjmmuunﬁﬂmurlﬂ
pRYEIAE NediE : X

Memejnwmwmwm.w-
ﬂf‘ﬁ'mﬂﬂﬂ migst priovitise the deliv-
ey of Accnss fa education, better health |
arw] liweliboods, These thres, the trind- |
ty, po ingetker, Only e Tkl the ASER |
ard PGL rankings imgwove as the vl- 0
merale, nchuding you Fordn &
ClaEsnooEnE, =l | mly o
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“ Agricultural e

FROF BINOY |
Kz MEDHI h

b .
gricaiiaral edycatien in Endis
undergoing a povotal tansiorma-
tinn, primarily driven by the .
e tacey of the Mationad Educa-
tim. Palicy (NEP} D046, Spear-

bz by the Inediam Connaeil of Agrculisi-
al Bewearch (ICAR) and the University
Grants Comunission (UGC), tios reform =
Somrivand o seldreeing long-semding chd-
lenges while seigng new apportunities
With cverslpid of T4 sg-scuitural aaivers-
ties, [CAR plays a cextral mie in aligming
thess institutions with the NEFS obe-
tives, introducing ey reforms aimed at
improwing education quality and aligning it
wilh plobal standarde i
A lpey elament of MEP BO2 |5 the over-
harul nd curricula in agricaitural universoes
1o proimate interdiscipimary lesmeng, in-
peprafe techimogy, and offer flexible de-
Rree programses with matiple entry and
exit-aptions. This pgecach Qi bo sgen
snedents with the $verss shillaneeded ing
rapidly evobring agricaliuzal sectec How.
eyver. several challenges peréast. Many in-
gikuians continue to rely oo oubdsted our-
dculs focissed an traditoml farming, with
lirated Halission of emerging bichnologes
and sustsinabds practces. A Z0LE survey
hy the Motivaal Academy of Agrcultural
Sriences (MAAS) found that over 60% af
agricattusal smiverssties bad oo opdated
their carriouly 1o reflect oerrent scientific
and technologics &fvancementd,
[nfrastructure ghge and Sculty shortag-

&5 further hinder progress. As of Septe-
ber 2023, thi Orieaa Universy of Agncad-
ture and Tiehrology (OTATH had £1% of ita
15 g positinnes wacant for wer D years,
and id College of Agricutiare in Bhu-
bangswnar operated with only 67 faculty
e out of 3 sanccioned 105, Mg
ore: Liniversity [eced simfar issuss, with

N AGE (P-6),,03 JULY 2025

ucation 1n

India

A dynamic convergence of policy, innovation and global collaboration fs redefining
agricultural education lo empower India’s fudure-ready agri-leaders.

v thanhalf of its 373 beacking posts
endilled. States like Kamnetaks, Reasthan,
ad Telangans report comperahle fcalty
sharfages, Matimally 27% of the 15,540
‘manctioned teaching positions in 41 centzaf
wEGekrE e remained vamnt asof July 20048
A March 2025 arlisnantary sepect fr-
thér revealed that 56 156% of professor-level
gemls wers unGled i g EEtitiin in-

clunding thee [T, IS, MITS, and IFSERE A

2024 ICAR repart Beghliphfed efforts to
integrete digital toals and advazced tech-
nologies inta sgriculiuml sducasion. Hos-
ever, many insiiations sl fes considers-
= u]r:t.g:lua mihackeg jnsdequste kE-
sirachare, limibed acoess to bagh-tech lho-
ratosies, and a shortage of tmined perssi-
el eo e cate advanced equipment. These
limitations have rostricied the adoption of
modern technalogies Bioe dromes and arti-
fisinl inteiSgence in the scademic setting.
The LG has mtroduped sevwen) inibiatives,
ifwbating the revised Curriculum sod Cred-
it Framewark for Undergracaite Fro-
prammes (GCFLUFand the Assdemic Bards
of Credies (ABC), to proenote NEP reforms,
" Héwever, 2 2085 frdis Thday repoct fé-

veaksd that masy institutions ke baea .

slow to implement thise r:fm'_mB e o
challenges such o insdequate infrastruc-
bure, resistance bo change, and podar oo
dination hetyween canimal il sEbe autaor-
jties, While FCAR and UGC have made
atridas in altgning aErcult=al education
with NEP 2020, the uneven implmsenti-
Hiom acress (nsbiMLions remaird & slgnif-
cant cnpcen. Addresbing i like ol
by shoriages, Tepdaleny ﬂ-E_Il-hlhI:r. and in-
siptitional autosomy s crucial o schieving
sisrioems randards Boroes agriceitural edi-
cation instibations. : ;
The curriculam ﬂuu'_m'#ﬂ'!-!!ga thain-
chersion of digital bocls like precisin Srm-

ing, satellite-based monicoring, and stifi-
cial inteligencs in mriculiual education,
ICAR"s sphatives in emergmg technoks-
gies liee AL big data, and remale sansing
are also enhancing students' ability toad-
dress romplex chall=nges, including warler
TPl e, Al e bned, sl orap mod-
elieg. Sustaingbility has become & centzal
theme fior Both UG C and BCAR, with mah-
ral Fermning, doganic farming, the IsEan
Knowledee System, and chmaie-smart
agricalure gainng impartimce in the co-
ricula. The Sixth Deans' Committee Be-
port of ICAR (2024) tecommended inbe-
grating emenging technologies such = Al
maching leaming, asd robotics inbo age-
ciilnre cocrwes [f adsn aibwncabad for Mésd:
bz diegre programenes with multijde en-
iy and exit poivis, aligning with thegoals
of NEP 20, Moreover, [CAR's juotnes,
aliip with this World Bazdk under B Ma-
<tisnal Ageieultural Higher Education
Pregect (MAHEP), invesbing S0 2.5
=aliod, 18 Opgmdng cwrricula and infra-
Eriet e scross 74 HHFI.IJI.'LE:I] TR
tiag, "[Tés imtiztive. has improved ludent
fraining in cutting-sdge technalogies like
(P, dranes, dets, analytics, and robobecs,
andl has increseser] iemaln cnrolment do 455,
[mazituticns lie the Tkarubhs .lﬂ'ﬂ;ﬁ'rrl
;,ulimmrmeW'rm
Techndiogy (DWA-TIC TS harvi Degen mmplo-
munting multidisciplinany programss
aligned with NEP 2020. For exampie, (4.
ICT nfers ap M5 in Agriculture-Analys.
s, el nikegy mgracd il stience with dyt
analytics, and BTech progranmmes that inte-
grate bechankay acrosd disciplines. This
pprnach equips studems with dverse shifs
in teckie meders sgocultunl challonpes,
|y, ChercUEd anitirtivess like the Rusl
Ertrepeencursbip Awaneness Developmn:

Yiojene (READY), which connects seidesis
uith practical evpesfemces via inbernskips,
farm visits, and industy collsborasions —
hrrdging the EAp between asademia and ke
agrcminl mdugtng ’

ally competitive. Thest refirms have ex- -

pandet sttt i
FRCANY ProETAmEnes, and indermships,
eradng partnerships with leadng glibal
agnculitral Estitilions. Asa Esu, shidents
e posare 10 hdeinced technobogies,
Bal best practicns, and diverss a:ri:l-lll'hﬁl
nﬂgﬂlw inlErnitional experiancs
equips toaddress complex challimpes
#fd ooecritesta to innovation in s Sectoe
The remasionadsatiom of agricul el edo
AL Bt ey Impeveses scad eric fidcpmes
butales positions Indi asan emeeging gln-
hal hfader i apmicultues srmeveding,
Mignapert between ICAR anil UGS is
critical tinshaping the Soture of ageesirs]
nd_::h'un hnhﬂlﬂ]mﬂﬁﬁﬁmch.
skill development, technolagy integrasion,
and giobal enBberstion, these refoems sim
0 prepare a workioroe capahle of driving
Innovalion e sustadnahility in the speto
Upddating nareicula toinglude emerging top-
s _:I:I:t as digrtal firming, climate-smast
agricultare, vertical farming. AT, mackine
ll'-h-.!_lm;g. and the Grcular eoonomy e
sential. Strengrhening Boakty capaciy n-
Al indusery indkeages will fe-
Ih.:_rtl'lhmtﬂd:.uztﬁcml quality A unifed
Pelley 2pproach will ensare consistent, fu-
Fure-ready refarme across ingtinaions, po-
Erhioning India asa gobal header io agricul-
Ul mnosstiom,
IThe winthor & Peoesor S Solence
WY g Divecior- S AALY
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How did Indian unive
fare on the QS ranking list?

YWt are th parameters o which unhversites are jucke!? How can Indlan universiies improve?

Eomak Riystaudhury

The stery s far:
or the firet fize, i the
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hdmummlﬂ.npgmwrn.q"m
1E3), closely Inlioasd by IIT Bombay, BT

BT haragpis and B

Besgaliine, This number hes inereassd
munmﬁm&imﬂmm@f

I Fugher education
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‘Wihsar are the parameters?
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& g ] »

uﬂqﬂwmmmﬁuh'prmm
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Higher education: Growt
challenges and road ahea

sidins haghe i LR W TP »
I.!I-Ltl::ll-“"ﬁ'IM“II“I“.I"‘I |1.,..,1f1| L::!It*rg-mm A
ervrth, diversiffcation of acadeny Wb
gl the riee o hbiehd beat e nile, 1'..."t:m'“'"'|ll-!,
ed B oper oo greethy i sec o) Ty Rt ol
pmmeniuin s betng drven by I_.-lmnuh""'lllk', the
expeclativne, fechm “1"‘“"'"""'“:'-1:-.“? learmg
sy shifls aimed af mareasing, the Gy, 1 i o
Rty (LiERL which correny standi gt Eﬁnhﬂlnml
e Matioeal Education Podicy (NEp) 2 m cont
raisimg Chis B 50 per oot in the s
mmu;ﬂ!bﬂdﬂnuh-hm:ﬂ‘ m‘:{m;mﬁ.
innmm:iﬂll.r:!,- mbﬂwumu,_mmd TH ang
A ey trend shaping the b _

scape is the shifi &umiﬂiuﬂifmm} Iu_n-:]m
L ;rui_ul.f}*—:]l;ua], mﬁm“&"ﬁ’ inciplings
Institistions across the country are inepe BT
ducing courses in emerging dm;.j,: ‘w"‘“ﬂd"#ﬁhru_m.
cial in data a.lmj'ﬂi,:g. Em'lhﬂ]._ : 45 artifi-
bybirid learning models — cormbiring fise of
uffline components — has played 5 :m':"'hhtm:rrd
dv_arpwnm“ access, The post-200 AT :n;
digital platfoeins has brought ed i o G

remote and underserved areas, while

*"I'!rm'lﬂ.“l"]ﬁ' embeedding cerlification miduiles
T inchustry leaders, ifferirg handson fralming

atul imtrenbacing placement peepsiralivm fyrems fhe
18l semester

Ihe hﬂph*nrrh‘-il:mani P 220 marks f

:'L it -h'r_mrrurr Franfm e pilicies by en:.l::EIH
“"ﬂlﬂllhhhuq:hmn' bearneesg, wcstional irtepratinn
rhcl shill-bsed echucation. While the peilicy s well
witeeed (i ity wiehon, its everutinn remains

. Hneven
::;n.,.. Hahes. Variations in adoption timelines and
icular framewnrks have led to fragmented oue

e Pt instance, studerts within the same insti-
- '“"5'_'“"Wml-ird:rdnffcmmamhm.r -
“Pending oo state-level diroctives. This lack of
scabability and natioral benchrmark

8. Py i especialy critical n deining it
Wilional roles The NEP envisages categorming
estitutions it research aniversities, beaching uni-
Verslties, and automnoenos codleges. Such chassfics-
o 2w foe targeted development and fundicg
mﬂmb@mwmmmw overlapping mandases
cased operational uncertainties. A unified and
Phessed approach 1o mplementation, led by both cer-
tral and state Governments, is essential to

amultanenusly catering to wrban leas. sireamlime 1he transition,
ers who value flexibility and autonony, Another area of comcern s teacher
]'h'h'jd models are especially Eﬂlﬁ'll.'n':- Iraining,. As student ioms evolve,
seek personalised and emodulas learning SRkl e 15 T
F - il =] |
EL;‘J:?E ratlh:;.thm righd, one-size-fits- Er aﬂwpﬂgﬂ_@m&“mdﬂi
By . CTaC interdischplinary .
E“'me enrolment is alsa con- ing to 1I::I:t abality 1o gulde sudents
tributing to the sectors vibrancy: Students through persenalised learning paths
IJ'F the Middle East are “mfﬂh’ BASANI calinfi [ramework, sel o biznch im 2006,
Inoking 4o India for higher education due maty address some of these gaps, but con
tn its refative affordability, quakity assur- timuous professional d t and

Ak, lJ'biEﬁE]Lﬂh-hﬂEm inskruction.
With dearly defined a ic roadmaps and reg-
itlted institwtional frameworks, India is emerging
i a credible nbnledxmaw. I
However, the rapid transtormation has broag
with it new challenges. Chief among them i the need
fir gomstant curricubum T&Imtﬁpﬁmﬂ
Industry disruptions, especially those el
gy As the pace of change accelerates, the tralﬂh:h-?-
o model of revising cursicula cvery few years B
become inadequate. Institutions thal o -IH
aulnsTious pro are now introducing mﬂ;
andsms such a5 hiannual currculus reviews i cer
laboration with |ndustry experts. pE—
This allows for agile course TEHL::E‘B].I ]
fatinn of real world applications. tn
% education in particular, peadiness has becoe
Acentral comcegn, The success of any a-‘ﬂd!ﬂ“fffl"
TN 05 inreasd be med il
Prefpates M:ﬂmllgg]j%r ||11Twrkfur-::. This I-fl.dl;ld-:'r
Practical shilly, exposure 10 curTer inakions 4T
*iptability 1 pew technologies: 1

pedagogical inmrovation st remain a
privey. The charging percepison of degrees and cer-
tificatioms also warrants attertion, 1 boday's job nsar-
ket, demonstrable skills often ourweigh femal
qualifications. Emplovers are increasinghy emphasts-
irng; probler-sobving ability, communication skifls.
anud digital proficiency over acadeni truscripts. Thes
shdt is especially evident im sechors like media design.
FT, and entreprenership. As & resull, insnutions nivst
realign these assessimend systens mud oorse oo
pir reflect competince, not just compliance.

Going farwand, the fuure oif higher eclucation in
India lies in meaningful collsboration. .q._erm.r.'
institucions mwst buikl deeper partnerships with
isdlisires lo ensure relevance, inbernships, |_""“'-'"'-“"

. and placerients. Specialisation, adaptabiliy. aod
i tment Lo lifebang learning will be key -
;3:'::],,-; |estiftians that irsvest in these ansd will |
g best Pﬂ,nm:dmpmpm stdents for a rapadly

changing world R e
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Time to focuson new
Jobs, skilling

he Union Cabinet's approval for the Employment

Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme acknowledges the

need for large-seale job creation in the COUNLTY,
Annotinced in the union budget this year, the scheme is
being implemented now. Itisaimed to boost employment
generation in all sectors with a spedial focus on manufac-
turing, through direct benefit transfer, India has done
well to sustain a GDP growth rate which is the highest
among the major economies, but it is not accomparnied
by corresponding employment generation. According to
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), the
unemployment rate was 5.1% in April 2025, and it rose
to 5.6% in May. Youth unemployment (for those aged 15-
29) is around 16.03%. The Periodic Lahour Force Survey
[PLFS}E]mshmvssinﬂJarﬁgurea.]-ﬂghrams of unemploy-
memmnmgﬂreyuuﬂlmamauerufmimmn:enr
50 is the female labour participation rate, which is iower
than the world average, Alarge part of employment is in
the informal sector. -

The new scheme is désigned to benefit both the em-
ployee and the employer. Tt propos-
esthat first-time employees will get
amonth’swage (uptoRs15,000) in The ELI
two instalments. While one instal-
ment will be paid after six months scheme

: ufsertr;ce. the second will be paid  Jw:1§ [
after 12 months and completion
of a financial literacy programme. Pl'ﬂl'l?iEE', but

. The employer will get monetary FiLIFATITEG
benefits to the extent of 10% of
the new employee’s monthly EFF

Expansion
wage, withamaximum limitfivedat B0 8 ()]

Rs3,000for twoyears, Thescheme

would be applicable for jobs cre- (SN

ated between August 1, 2025 and  RUCLIIEIEE]

ﬁgﬁ 3&&2?. It has an obitlay of [T Tq |
446 crore.

The scheme 15 expected to ben-
efit around 19.2 million first-time
employees. Butit needs to be seen howit isimplemented
and how employers respond toit. For a jobwith amonthly
wage of Rs 15,000, the employer will get a benefit of Rs
1,500, No employer can be expected to create J':'.bs for
government doles. While the scheme may provide an
incentive, the real challenge will be in creating jobs and
improving the skill levels of the youth, The industry, es-
pecially the manufacturing sectur,ahuddexp&ndagd_he
ahletnahsurhmrkmmamu:hlargermalﬂhes@hng
programmes aimed at young, entry-level job aspiran :
should beimplemented mnreeﬁe@wl:.: The governmen
should focus on formulating and J.mplf':pﬂﬂﬂﬂgd e
that enable the industry to create more jobs an 1'.L
anenvironment for sustainable growth, 5#\§'®
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Almost 40 par
cent of the
expertise nesded
by 2030 will be
few, necessitoting
both o technical
and personal
vpgrade for

all wearkers

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 05 JULY 2025

Job Crunch

To remain emplovable in a geo-economically unpredictable and Al-disrupted
labour market, workers must comprromise, adapt, and wpskill reskill

o] L el 1 s
son af warsT Every
ocher pation sesn
] hI'H-II I.Lmlf:lrmd.:n
dystoplan world. re BEEMNE
and meore creel than

Ection. Had we over im
bt buricheerin g habdes =med pan-
graping prisoners wmaldnt b
2imiidered war crimesT That
while & genocide eoetinoes 10
decimate entine generations in
mlﬂ of the world ocches-
by & timy rafan, e wol d
b bestinamin an unml i oty
While clemale changeand ermlic
wirilhier eycles destresy lives and

crenrs sh ¢ o FESCALnCER, an
dl:-r;_l;-mg' praple would ooo-
tinue to becnma modern-day

i hie, Theere is 2athi it
&T.u albwriar thas wr]-lé“mﬁw
uﬁ_ﬁlﬂgixﬂuﬁ'.mﬂﬂgﬂ
iy (b e o — v o B su e
of nothing
Wonta Rsare Uhal jols Dt oo
Prate, the hoss that youz don't
like, the affice that 5 Prea
oo actslly work — "jub”
o Sl E'_rﬁn:'lll-n] may nat
eweny wxint tn The Tuliike, Even
there are hundreds of
experienoed mid-amd-senine
leved lenals rendered jok.
less due to business vagaries,
Cowid- 19 mepercussics, el

technniogeal daruptons. They
1o bad hi thelr empdop-
ment |t forever bl

the omgoing werk shifls bave
heen unferpiving Endias edu

atedd oped class s mas-
v :inl.:ufl.‘u'msl. L millinm

helon b mibddls dtme
hp'm..j.d an prer Cnre for
Mlordtaring 1t Economy
|CBALE} b 2022, Latest CMIE
urta shows unem ployesr i T

T ceak e afuifil 55 per cent
E reccaded by the Peniodic
Ly Force Sorvey (FLFS]. Az
T ri by Unsiop, which
surveyad 30000 Gen £ prodes-
wioaals and 700 HR laaders, 83

per cank of enginccring fadedy

gradusted without s cfer of
a jib g intecnship. Accord-
tng 1o the peport, slmos 50 per
cant of MO gradusies Fom
[’y B-scbnnb: faond ehe sstic
plight. Tha job market & getiln
sxenedingly challzn
cven lop gradustes
land an ofer.
Echoing this wend, bil

Homaire bhd Karmatk Bigh-
lighted the futility of far-year
college degrees enrlies this
week, Banng his cbasrvas
tion e the Wonkd Boonoma:
Farums [(YWEF] “The Feture
of Joks report 30257 (hat was
redeasird in faniiiy Uik peern
Kamsatls warned that §2 mil-
e jobs would be duplacnd
i e pears while 17 milliss
new ones will e crested. A per
the: 'WEF report, the T8 millisn

ing

i ok ol necessaidy bepde

well for those who refuse o
fadl o upakall Bremanhorn. Thane
n.r||l||||'l|.'nrl.ld1|.'~:l:|1.t dentnzys
kg vy i e wa

Strongest demand for jobs
5 enpecied in seciom such aa
care, educiies, |Lt|lllﬂm
and senewable snengy W
aeverad age-old poodessiong wil
b remsdered otmolete 1]
e ireukcation ol aulamalion
aral artificiad lrl.lﬂ.ll,l,tﬂ'.l: (.18
WEF noted that “Technological
change, geoecomemis fragrmem-
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demuographic shims, andl thi
green iransition — indhdda-
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by 2000
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1w jote sx Al that while mak-
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ing dependency on Bamin
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ERET Y SECEOEE 45 g0 in essen
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Why is Maﬂarashtra debating over

HINDU (P-12), 06 JULY 2025

Why is there resistance to introduscing Hindi as the third language in primary education in

government schools? What has the State government decided on the three-Janguage policy? What | m%

does the Nadonal Education Policy, 2020 by down?

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:
‘e Enguistic debate in Mabamshim
comtimues davs affter (e Maharashira
gorvertmmenl withdiew v onders
inmoducing Findi as he third
language In primary cducation across Marathi
and English medinm State Brard schaols. The
governumend s appainied & commimes ander
mmuudmoanﬂmmﬂmhhdhnm
sruchy the three-langusge policy.

What s the language debare in Maharashora?
o Ageril 56, the Maharashirs govermment sued
an arder making Hindi mandasiory as the third
bnpuage in all English and Marathi medium
schioals of the Sete Board in saharashima. The
government gaid thar & was as per the: provigions
of the Natlonal Education Pcﬂfml?ﬂl,umm
“AT present, tes languages are F]
from Grade | 1o Grade 4 in 48 the English and
Marsthi mediim schioals in the Sste, A3 per the
.E'uffmﬂ hrdlmpmpa&anmﬂh
EeaT as the 1 p
Enplish &nd Marathi medlum schooks fom
it faviad
thind lenguage »as i in =
Engglish and] Marsthi medium Stare Board

g A g
4

2 illll;-r-.ﬂlr

Lsgulps
g oihan, deiing 3 oim

4 i

g

ol :
wrdty] Wbty Thacharsy, slong with ) Thckaray, Supria Sull,
raily w Woli Daime in Ml on Satsrdig. A8 f

The
language
COmamEes
of the

BOVETIREnE
Wils
coasnalved
o the
move’

schoals, The other medium schools slveady have | carried out i secrecy by the

a three-langnage palicy in primary education.

What was the resction®

There was widespread opposition o the
goermamens's declslon on twe grounds — frst,
thar a third language should ned e imposed in
primlsd:mli‘ﬂmﬁlﬂﬂ e Gracke 5 The
ST Eroumd whs ahost the Enparitan of
Hindi. Regional lingugstic groups, academics,
civil sacery membien, and proménent ey
figares ralsed their volee against the move which
weas dubibed 35 an effon o “fooe Hind, and a
e iowands ‘nubural hegemomy”. The
Maharashira govermment s own Begisge
COTE g Wrate 0o the governumsant seeking its
immedise revocation.

Fepseres argieed chat the MEP, 2000 fooussed
an Bl and B2, which & the fcdher-tonges, and
am additional secomd language for primary
education. They sald dhar dbdldren should ot b=
tmdened with keaming thres languages in
oAy schaal, “Winy should thire B2 an
Imiposition of Findi* This is a concerted effon
fior culiarad hegemony. This is In Bnie with the
R plan of “Hindi, Hindsa, Hindustan', In
Maharashira, the Marathi mancas will stand for
Tk lingnuizeic, culoaral idenainy, This B a hissoric
moment sinoe the movement for the
renegenication of Sates on Bnguisth: heals, The
errire Stane las seod againg the governmens's

jan o Himdi ™ Despak Pawar of Marathi
¥enidra sasd.

How did the povernment respaond?
After a severe backlash, Mabarashira education
miritatnr Dada Bhose promised (o revise the
el réscliing (GR), “Hind 'will nog be
mandabory,” b anicanced. Om June 17, the
ent revised che GR, Hincll &
‘general’ third |
thie sudents liaad ghe apion o learm any other
Endian lis@aed@e ad dlbe thind Bnguage, bt thar it
was mandatary for at least 20 studerds to come
mﬁermnuhmdumnd. “The goverrimnen:
pmake aieacher salahle cr will maie
proviaiom For anline learming iFe ail 20
anadens come ogether o learm any alher
Inchan [anguage apart from Hindi,* the revised

.- é .-

in schaoals. It stated ehat [

- '?
Hindi:
GR. saated, '
o sser, this drew farther backlash
mmajumjml.ﬂbcm]]u:nl
| parties called it an effiet to impose Hind?

throogh the backdnar. “The whale exercise of

the meeting of the steering CoTmi tee was
ent. The

| was never consulted on the move, The decision

| b illogical It has no sclentific backing by
educatanists, child pevchologists. It has bean,
taken withour any oonsultzion with tee
stakeholders and experts. Afa e when the
Marachi culmre samd language is not being
respected by ity own povemment, this 18 an
assault an the Enguistic identity of the State,”
saic] Laxsnifcant Deshikh, head of

| Maharaahira's lsnguasgs commites,

| Whatabout political realignmemnts?
The isznie provided & Allip 1o e Thackenay's
| Maharashrra Mavnirman Sena, which coutnta
“Marathi asmita” or nguistic chaunvindsm as its
cone |dealogy. “We are Hindus, mot Hindis = he
| sid. It paved the path for the reundlication of
[ the Thackeray cousins afeer two decsdes,
Uddhay Thackeray and Raj Thackeray joined
Fusnc agminst the govermmen s nywve, even
| e o peiy ees il e
Upendy Sxp # with
l “the povernmiene's decision and sadd et Hindi
:Hﬂmnmheimp-m;d:ﬂtﬂnﬂc 4, This has bed
an umease within the Makayur odth BElmarh
Shinde not wamtdng 1o be seen as stan
against the cause. In the face of upcoming local
bﬂd?“l&rﬁm&,mtlﬂlwdgm}mmm
I changed polivical dymamies,

| What s the way ahead?
The poverniment has announced the 5o
Dfl]'!i:fh'ﬂﬂ;mt_l‘l.n'ﬂ':li] GEs issued oo April 16
i hine I7, Chief Minster Detendrs
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What are the
pros and cons of
the ELI scheme?
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JIVRA] BURMAN

5 Pressleny Dosasd] Trump's
proverhbial sword &5 hanging
aver the Ametican dream of
many Indizn and otker inems-
wianal students studying st Har-
vard aesd other vy League colleges, as ho
s thegaened 10 rewolos Uy sludy wi-
=g According ko him, they are spending
more time i prolest rallies than m the
classroom. He couldn't care less if the 115
weasary loses @ much s $43.8 tillion on
sscaies of thee siep he bas wier, as ngas
these students are kept away from the Ivy
La=agpuies far thesr radical views, fike sup-
part for Hisanas and the Palestisian canse,
Wit singgeng 3t that, the Trump adminis-
rretine ig holding back fedeml funds Har-
vard anmally Feteives, becawse the cal-
lege is noL selang ageinst these “radcals,”
The US secarty appaoais is nor work-
{rg overtzme b keep 3 bawlic's eye on 68
rhe intermtiondl sdents snudying in Amer-
5 B, they da nol know when their sudy
wiaas will be rgvoined and they will be de-
sgwmeid. The paly selied for them now is the
ruling & LS court has gives, Blocking the
adrrisierrazion’s “arempt bo has e
vl srudents Eom enrolisg ar Harard,”
chough it han sence Dt d-njjnn._and.l:.ﬂ-
(g it an bl different mternatioml sis-
it estcannns in the L5 b ﬁrln:t;:;ﬂw-
it nat the U5 govermument jor ber-
-"L.'.-...-.i.p,-.ai:lJ.u: EEVTS rpgords (SEVIS i (ke
: b 5] infrrTra L systum that the: LIS
GEEnLiEs USE b LAk and meisOr inberes-
ral CFudEnlsJd
erl:i::'r-_-ull:, ahy i L2 ]'rq,.'f-ilk-.'-ll.-l.l|ll.lul'li‘

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 07 JULY 2025

Trump’s student

witch-hunt '

l History repeats itself in America when fear-driven policies furn
foreign students into scapegoats wnder shiffing ideological pretexts.

giudents brom dbnok] coming to study in
U5 universides® Mo, Thday # & Harmni
earlier it Was oS, whick wis usnd
asan sl 10 haraes foreign students com-
mE o (e U5, These was & Ume & the
15505 s 10600 whern the US pobcs pacie:d
L -aEyoe oxming b or Bring i Arbecck i
theny strspecied thers of bemng eeenenchini-
ed by oommumet ideas, The polce held
them for what a8 Phat fume e knoen @
Uhn-Arcericis Activilies,' No less & perion
than the great Almmaker Charlie Chaplin
had o sei-deport e Switaecland from
Amarica when e U5 sdminsstration of the
iy susmesennd Tim 10 Washingion ost of
{3e bl one: day toappear before the come-
miciee of ‘Ue-Amencin Activities,” as &
raddenty dscmversd, rmther labe in his e,
chat he was @ comamumist sympatisser
Chapis, who had cetrined his Botich cit-
zexship in spie of making filrs in America
for years om end, Waole Balk b the oom-
mitther: “For vour convemience: | will tell
wou what T think yoo want to know. [ am
ot & commundst, neither have | jomed sy
poditical party ar angemisation th e lifi, 1
#m what you clll 2 ‘pescemonger.’ 1 hops
1z will Rot affend yin” Eat, 25 the com-
mittes canfinuid ux badger him with the
eharge, he firally decded 1o leee Amerci
for good.

Here 1 guoe beloe m transltaeen wisat
gur ewi 137 Bhupen Hezariks had writien
in Astamese abow [he predicament be
facend when, 253 23-vear-cki youth, he -
il in Americ in 189 for his posigradu:
ale resgarch on mass communicalian a

Calumbis Uesersaty, Mow Yorks

O September 12, 1948, 1 arrived in
Mew Fork by a TWA flighs via Pars for my
postgraduate research at Columbia Uni-_
wiersity. As [ was walking towards the Im-
migratiea Booch at the airport, 2 tall Black
policeman tepped om my shoulder from
bbrered gnid madid, “Sonmy, your papers need
B eheck-ap Follow me,’

“Bodore | could realise what the fuss
wakall about, | found mysell &3 prson on
Ellis Balamed acreas the New York Barbour,
¥hat was my crime? “This & & routing
check-up,’ a paliceman therne said. A pris-
oner | encoistered in the corridor said |
coald ke quamantined. But the ‘rootine
check-up’ continued for fve days, as 1 found
myeelfin 2 cell shamizg it with 2 bay from
i named Belishbab-ul, who had come to
o e MA = Pobticl Science at Califorma
Uniwersicy.

"He said he alsn dd nog know why b
wasbemg incercerated, a5 nome in the peik-
0 aulbsrity had told am sbout it. On che
arth day, & mapstmte came o the cell
and mxked mad, (Beouph a polcaman -
CoaTparying ki, ‘Heory dn you proposs i
remove poverty in inda. . Ded you write
a bk calltad Temple of Fresdam?”

" s iu:l'p'ilﬂd. Ievziuan 1 bl ninvar
wrsten any ook, and certnmly maot by thas
raure. Then ] resrembered that Bishou Re-
bhaiiha ml.-:dm.n_-l-'ﬂﬂ'l.lruial fulbumlicun
of Assam) Bad wriiten 3 book called Nk
Dol im Aussam ese and bad pul oy name 13
w3 co-ankhor i i.-.'-cilrllgimﬂ oo pmy ST
Bk Bacrew el 1hie Aumisncan pobaos Riass dsia

that? Thes the policemsn kol Wisd
o4 memn by these twe lines - Heody srma
I ke vl of tee Sty of e Alesleion.
sared Rebrdiwe i b oleabifudle afl Ueey o Jasl
athe Assamissn original Nerokenbeler as-
). ] told him et the song from which th:
lirses weere bering qucted had hess writte:
by me some years ageas 2 mak of =
profest against Brish emperaliem. The:
withwout saying anyshing, the magistrane b«
ing, an officer from the prison came o=t
inld me, Yo ee sow fres 0 g0 o o
reversiy, Bour release has been indorme:
in the Indian Embassy’

* Daring my Seven-Say incarceranon 1o
the Ellis [sland prisce, I meta Back poa-
oner wha kad one leg ampumeed. | sk
hin why he v@s in prisen. He smiled wek-
Ix “Loolk." be said, pointing bo/bis anputa
e beg, ‘T had saonifoed it for Amenicadis
wg World War 0. Now they sy I's 1
eniemy of mesci. You know, I've bees
charged with Un-Amencan Actvines. 15
Ealt 35, [ supporred Poul Ratiesan for 2s
demnd e equad rights for Black o0
Wibice ™ Hhupn Hamriks wreee s
irg thar episnds

So.itis clearchae "l'hl11'|:| 15 i Bl taras
“iEnubkiscme’ President of ihe U5 =
i bt e gung-ue in his b LG A miss
Pechaps he is chlivicus o the S e
sl a meverse broin drin b s
EF o e startmg with the Ivy Ledges
he may unwsitsgdly hring aboai g SLIGA
(Bl akor Inddia Grear Again) gimee' o
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'Brain drain

NARENDRA SARAWGI

ncdia s biseding talent. According to

thi: Ministry of External Affalrs, over

L3 million Indisss resounced their
citizenship between 2014 and 2023,
 Amtemny them, 3 growing hitmber are
engineers, doctirs, sdentists, and manage-
BNt gradutes tained st pubbc pxpense

The Bureaw of Irunigration duta shows
theat arcemd 7.5 to & lakh students go abroad
far higher soadies overy vear Estimates
suggest around G5 ta W% do not rediusn,

Aszsam iz b0 exeepton. With onty 1800
postgradiate s=ats at Gaukat Universicty
for cver 24,000 apelicicts, evén meribari-
i sEudernts bave few options at home, The
namher of repistered edocated job seek-
&rs in Assam skyrockeied from 1.4 lakh in
2021 to 5.583 lakh in 202Z Many studéents
and peofessicaals from Assam migeats to
big cities aratouad for betber jobs and Fir-
&r syslems,

The quotn quagmine

While sceic-ecomamns £quity is 3 noble
pibrauit, India's resermbon polices have
evoived inte a labymnth of ogkl quotss, of-
ten crowding oul deserving candicates, In-
dip currently reserves 49.5% of gublic ed-
ucation s=ats arkl overmment jobs 158%
Tor Schedaled Castes, 7.5% for Seieduled
Triksees, amd 27% for Other Barkward Class-
g The 109 EWS reservabo, iitodidesd
in 2019, further restrichs apen competition.
With vertical and barizontal reservatdons
tibersectng, the share of open, merit-hased
seats keeps Burinking.

Talitical cppartunism compomds the is-
gz Vate-bank polites, sxempliSed by Ra-
hval Gamdid's call bo brisk (e 5% cap im-
pesed by the Supcéme Court, threatens io
echipan policy prodence. States like Tamil
Maduand 'Elm,pm.ahﬂl:l:rq::wiﬂ:-:mp
with B9% and 64% reservations, Tespec-
tivedy, If this becomes a national nonm, open

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 07 JUL

slowing India’s rise

| . Aad it not been for the talent exodus driven by flawed policy and
limuted opportunity, India would have achieved greafer progress.

Compethon may heonme sxtinct.

A atwdy by Azim Premi Universoy
shiows that the: prrerte sectoT atraces thoss
prashed oul of peibic opporTunatiss, Hovw-
ever, with [nibed prmvate jobs in Tier 0
and IT1 cities, mrigration b omess isevits-
bile, n states Eko Assam, ilent simply doss
ik sk

Beyond the reservation system, boain
dresm 1% ales fnedled by fower qualsty tech-
mtenst competibon, kmited research fund-
g, bursaueratic deliye, ek of scademic
fresdom, and stagration in public sector
careers, Stodents seek plohal exposune,
heter infastnachare, and higher slames -
areas where Indan institutions often lag.
Delaved exama, underempboyoend, and
poaT work-fife balance push the ambaticas
tir Beak coporumaty And resngmiton akrmad,

Pay disparities and poor BED infrastroe-
ture drive talent fBght. A software engi-
neer in India earns Ba 15-17 lakh per yogr,
cofmpered to Fs 1 crore- plus in Silicon Val-
By, India imvwessls besza (han 1% of GDF in
H&.ﬂ-ﬁlﬂﬂu 2% in the TS

A rising numbes of [efan students, es-
pecially from Tier I and Tier [IE ities, are
apting for medical edecation io ool
lige Tran, Egypt, Kazakkstan, snd Uz-
belcstan, This & due to limited MEES seats
iz [nddia, sough WEET compatitian, amd lugh
private collepe fees, India muss urgently
excpand pablic medical ssats, regulang fees,
vl improve infragtrocture o reverse dus

When quotas are expanded mi;:e-:
creasing eapacity, 1he systern macil
jtself. It dscourages high-ackdevers and
promipts them L seek grocner pastlres.
The price of losing talent ;

A peneratsin af edusated yoath. '1‘!'1":';
noepEE and apency, is ncreasingly seeiing

pefuge put=ds the State —and often, the
comiTy .

The economéc costs are buge, Every
skilbed migrast contribibes b anotser na-
izom's GOF, representing a lost avestment
for Imeda. The Wirld Pank estimates bil-
linns loat im G ceveroe, productivty, anid
tmnosticn anenually due to ovtbound mi-
Embom.

A 203 NBEFR study found st 335 of
IIT predoaies mograbe shriad each yeas
Ctmudering BTech, MTech, and Phll stu-
dents across s, India loses an esticmatsd
R BED cinee annually in peblic subsidics
it i g stadents, Over theee docades,
thos loes exceeds Bs 25,000 coore - an enors
mas drain on mopayer-nded investrment
Encluding menagement, madical, and ciher
disempimes, the osverall opparhinby ot B
Comes sSEggering.

Thiess figures cuibs JerioMs CONCETNE
about India’s insttubomal mefenbon Srate-
e and whether we're mvesting in fubare
stk -l ders —or Tuure Expatnates.

Axzam suffers doubly Ik loses its boght-
est minds and struggles to attmact new in-
dustoy S o a fack of high-end @lent. This
creation, diminishes competitivensss and
imvestor oonlidence, and reinfopces a vetius
cycle of oubmigratios.

Beform befors nedn

(Fobaly, oouniries balanee induson with
mnerit. Canada, the TTE, and Austraba fcug
o Ecieconmns: dsdvantage while ef-
fercing perfirmance theedhalds. South Al
rica’s BEE moded brings private indsstry
i e e U o 100 without dilubng com-
pehbvensss,

Indin mvast act. First, it must decouple
roserwalhogs from politics. The Suprese
Court-irmpissd 0% reservation i T
be presereed, Any eneepbnns mis!

Backed, tme-toend, and subjedt b judical
and mdepepdent revie

Second, introdace a Tlerit-Flos' @ingo-
oy = reserving 10-155% seats for high ger-
formees. foen all backgrounds, And 1rro-
duice menme criteds i reservalos elig-

Thard, exgand mstiheticnal cpacity, As-
gam muss deuble postgraduatbe scale gl
Gaithati Undverssty, 5l over 705 of taculty
vacancies m SCEETIIET, amd imwest in
labs, digital tools, and research.

Fiurth, boost sdocation spending oo 5%
of GIIR double research fa¥og. and foy-
maole milustry-acadenis collaborstie akin
1o Innovabion Hubs m Abstmilia

Fiith, reverse the boin dain. Asam
should plct o “Bovem & Bald' programme
— offermnp seed funding, reseirch Franks
tax breaks, and prestigious ozl mles toit:
diaspora — similar to South Korea's koo
wiliom T,

Finally, foster local job ecosy s e
ate Assam-based sech hubs, pemode werk
infra sfruciiune, sdierry-academia inkapes;
aligm universify oouses With job markets:
iniroduce vocational modulés, Bppreatos
ships, asd smireprensarship patheays.

Witkoat refiems, we will lose the pen-
cational opportumity embedded = the
hiright mnds.

Ioadia it @ crossrosds

[ndin amd Assam stnd af & crosaroods.
D we wamt bo codiniid [pEang e best
minds bo foreigh sfaces and metropalican
magmets, o down build a pest, competios
scosyrlem that rewands effort asd parnores
potentisl’ The qoota debabe i3 ot st #tool
numbers; it's aboit the kbnd of mhos we
wish to becomi, Quotas must serve 28
bridges amd adders, not wails and capes-
T timii: Btk poem= bo 2ct, heafses the boin
drzin Becomes 2 brain drciaght, f._-l;".:"l-'-
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aamik Raj Jofnson.
esgarch was a
Ting-coosuming
procedare in the
early

whin [ was

MLPhil. im

Wintki amd months wen:
ﬁﬂ berwsing Ly
Mk, baking bandwrithin
cianes, amd  meticaleusly
crafing arguments. Gathers
iog even the most hasic re-
sounces required dme and
perseverance. By the be
19490s, when | was domg my
Ph.x, dgital bibliographies
repldaced ol card SpEpams i
T@raries, cUlbng mointa of
alfoeT doanw 0o | e weeks
Mow chat | em & research
saperdsor, T see 3 dfferemt
warld. Arfical intelligence
(Al programEes can s
marise whole warks - B
chiding novels, critical -
a3y, and pesiey collectioen
= in ok and provide bm
fnpdiate 300Ees o characier
analysis, theme overvews,
and perinent secondary
FOLECES. mchnologca
hriakchrough poses signif-
cane questiones Should e
search seill take Vears in an
#ra when Esandagione daca
is Instantaneausly svalahle?
Should we recansider dee
wihjecthvad amd smuenie of
academic PiLEArThT

What Al can do

Tradiconal researdh  was
chisgp and arducizs. Resding
mmhgm-drp.hnndm
ained.  Howower, with A&,
rruerse of the mechanical work
hak hiem auiomened. For e
mnple, a scholar pessarching
ZI8T edAUCy responses fo
Hamdel tan instmect an Al
progTamame i o g 2 sym-
opms,  peychalogial o
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Archives
to algorithms

Shorild ve reconsi

sights, and an overview of
Eroing critiqoe in minubes,
My PRI, pesearch on the
Bk Moimtain Pouiy re-
gaired e 10 el acrios
the 1.5, fomsull archives
and  arging  misescripls,
and istevacl witl pcholars,
A a Fulbrighe sehaar, [ ad
Lo prirvibege of visiting Wk
Mot College and engag-
g withs source matirisl tha
Fuad rarely Bapen enplored. Al
eam now scan and analse

mich R In pecind.
Consider a sudent snsky-
ing & higrowical Sgure. Proe-
winstsly, grhering aographi-
eal details, appoaising social
AckFEAITENIE, and comphe-
heiuting persanal chaflenges
pequired daps or weeks. A1
moals such as Googles Lens
and paniral Bnpege proces
s can now complle and
fsrmarl siech daia Insmniby
Prowidi A chear prompe, and
the maecngsary material wil

ey the objectives and stroeoure of
acadenmic research inca worbd with AP

e, Mequenty wich rels
resg and smucturg alneady
In plRce. AL Tecent sympo-
sium on Al In educadon, an
NIT professar siaied that Al
had saved hlm a keast 15
years of academic |abour
This siacement encapsulaies
Wlinessrg.

[ lberary spudies, i Geili-
tates cros-tekiuial ADalvi
aids in the fentifcaron of
mtertexiual | pelanicnships,

|
i =
:

amd qquickhy offers BEsorical
CONDET. Summaries, manek-
i, anid I'III:IH-:gﬂ.pﬂ!-!I.I‘E
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I:tFFl'EI:l'I-I‘m and synthesis,
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ﬂ'u'etu: wears and focus
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gate many themes or cotl ab-
orare across fiekds. The dme
saved from daca collecting
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‘What Al came o
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ambguity, comprehending
hisirical snd cultural con-
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ing and critcal engagemen,
1:.'ulu.u.|.| In shallow under
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The squeeze on US. student visas s
indicative of right-wing dominance
F resh appointments for 1.5, snadent visa in-

terviews have commenced af consulates
as per the extended vetting programme
that includes rigorous checking of the applicant’s
social media activitles. A chunk of visa applica-
fions is still pending at a tdme when the visa pro-
cessing winds down and students prepare to de-
part. Fresh appointments were frozen for nearfy
& month unt] the extended vetting programime
could be knnched. With a wait ime of more than
a month, many visa applications may go down o
tive wire as classes hegin by the end of August/be-
ginning of September, The extended verting is.on-
ly cne among many disruptors to the flow of In-
dian students o the US. Many other policy
proposals have had a chilling effect, The Trump
administration’s nominee o head the 1.8, Cit-
zenship and Immigration Services has vowed o
end the Optional Practical Training programme
(OPT) that allows students time to work in the
1.5, after graduatlon while still on student visa,
amd which serves as a segue toward jobs, work vi-
sas and green cards. Ending OFT will disincentiv-
ise studying in America. The Trump administra-
ton has also said that it will provide only
hxed-tenure student visas. The axing of govern-
ment spending and funding of research and oth-
er activities of higher education institutions has
had its impact — there are reports of universities
rescinding PhD admissions of Indian students.
Anecdotal evidence points to a sharp decline in |
visa issuance in several cities and increased scru-
tiny of the ranking of institutions grandng admis-
sions. Many of the applicants this year had begun
the application process before the 2024 1.5, pre-
sidential election and, therefore, have sought o
g r_hn_:uugh the process despite the fears. Next
year will truly gauge how antractive the 1.5, still is
for Indian students. :
When the Trump administration took office, it
was felt that the worst of its ant-immigrant im-
pulses would be softened by the tech billionaires |
who were supporting it. In the past, toa, big busi- |
ness had driven policies bringing in talented im-
migrant workers and foreign students in Repubi-
can administrations. The exit of Elon Musk,
however, is not a singular event but part of 3
mrend of top techies exiting the Trump team, The
cuts on green energy research in the recently
“Big Beauriful RBill” only serve to highlight
the almost complete dominance of right-wing ex-
tremists in the administration, marked by the ex.
treme views of its leading lights such as Stephen
Miller, White House Deputy Chief of Staff for Pol-
icy. The decline of the U-5. as a major aftraction
for Indian talent is perhaps only an indicator of
how much India may have to pivor away from the
115, in other areas as well. ~n
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DRAWING LOTS

Patna University’s appointments by lottery break with a legacy
of academic cronyism. Deeper reforms must follow

ATNA UNIVERSITY'S APPOINTMENT of five college principals througha lottery,

supervised by a Raj Bhawan panel and conducted under videographic surveil-

lance. isa welcome departure from established procedure. On the surface, itap-

pears at odds with the gravity of higher education frameworks and their struc-
tures of evaluation. But it is also a well-deserved indictment of the status quo, and it could
become an act of institutional truth-telling — in a system corroded by nepotism, caste and
political patronage, randomisation may be an impartial arbiter.

All criticism of the procedure, though, may not be without merit. Assigning a home sci-
ence professor to head a science college, for instance, could raise legitimate concerns about
subject expertise and institutional fit. Leadership in academia demands vision, domain
knowledge, and the capacity to foster intellectual growth — qualities not easily left to chance.
BSP leader Mayawati has decried the lottery as a“distorted experiment”; others have echoed
the discomfort. But this indignation obscures a larger reality. For decades, government ap-
pointments in Bihar, including in its university system, have been hostage to cronyism, and
its administration treated as an extension of the political machinery. Last month, Bihar's
LoP Tejashwi Prasad Yadav accused the ruling NDA government of “blatant favouritism”,
guestioning government appointments. In 2015, the Patna High Court quashed the ap-
pointment of 12 college principals under Magadh University for procedural irregulanties.
In 2017, an FIR was hled against JD(U) leader Mewalal Choudhary for manipulating faculty
recruitments as vice-chancellor of Bihar Agriculture University in Bhagalpur between 2010
and 2015. As reported in this newspaper, shortlisted candidates in Bihar State University
Service Commission this year include several well-connected individuals. The decision to
conduct alottery could mean a radical reset, disrupting entrenched power networks and in-
fusing a form of neutrality into a deeply flawed system.

Higher education in Bihar, however, needs more. The lottery should be viewed as a short-
term experiment, not a long-term prescription. Focus on transparent, specialised selection
panels, independent oversight bodies, public appointment records and rotational leader-
ship —many colleges have been under interim principals for almost 15 years in the absence
of imely appointments — must bolster the roadmap for the future. By acknowledging that
fairness must be deliberately engineered, Bihar has taken a difficult but necessary fi rststep.

It must convert this unconventional gambit into the groundwork for governance. ,—)ﬁk"*\‘b
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Children still need teachers in the age of Al

ECOND
pinion

n un ape where Artificial Intelfiganes (AL} ls revobation-
IJU-"'B. every sphiere af life — froun healibeare 1o trans-
portation bo educkibon = iL s templing 1o assanee that
machines can repiace humans o all capasiiies. A connson
refrain these days s 15 ihed children no longer need
teachers, ghen rapld sdwancement of Al However, this
belief ix mol ooy prematuze bol slso deaply llawed, In troik,
this b5 & paredox: the more sophilstl oar iech-
nology becomes, the mom critical the ripbe of the
tescher will be There is oo demying that Al tnols
. can deliver poalised conlend, L¢ insrant
sohu b, ;uﬁliTth shindents baarn alsmf:n'.'m BLT
Learning applications are svaikuble arpand the
clack, digital fuboes-never tlre, and machices doa')
forget — hut we nyust remember; education s nol
merely about informatings it is more about (-
furmation. Al may be brillianl a1 delivering
angwurs, buat 1o doesnt pause 1o ask, *Are yow okay
toufiny?™ bt dossnt notice the trembiing voice behand
i brawe fromt of the distasl gage af a child whose
mind is burdenad by samething too beavy 1o curry
alone, 1t warL pick up on the slence (hat speaks
Touder tham words or the smile that doesn quile
reach the eyes, A machine ¢an process datd, bul il cannot
feed pain, comfuslon, or joy. B can campude, Tzl 3l canmot

cire. Intelligence ey ba artilicial, bal empachy — tha
et m, braman touch — b semething wiich ooy asd anky,
& teacher cam offer. The chsssoosn has sy been more
than four walls and a blackboard, Tt g2 smnciuary, o train-
i ground, and oflen a seoomd home, The teacher plays
multiple roles — educaton, menton, coussellor, confid e,
nnd role miodel. As Albert Flasisin osce remacked, *0 &
il'l.l.Ju'PrIrrlra.l'.' af the lsagher (o dwakes oy in cresifes eons-
ron and knpwiedge” Thal wr cannot be automaied
Children are emotional and social beings. They need affir-
malion, eftsaragemenl, g'uld.n.ru::. ab Pimes, oogees:
e — nang of which a machize can plﬂﬁd.t wali
gennine warmth.

Az Arlsiodle m:ﬁmﬂ. " Educariag Hie mind
withow! rdwcanimy the hearl & no edacedion af
all.” Al can tulor; i sanpdl nusiore B 2sn len;
i cannot inspire. And thai's ke difference
between learning and being edocated.
Morecver, in & Lime when chikdren are

exprsed to Increasing digital eorerlond. envo-
tonal siress, sad morsl smbiguny, teachers
gerve s moral anchorz
They teach velues, bolld resilience, and
mndel gn_'q:.lrj:,l _ q_l,nli'iltg it are nelther
mgm-nmtd et procecped by machines, Ta
Ml!,' mlr_'l'r on &1 for g child's holisiic lﬂt‘i’!h:rp'
menit is bike using Googhe Maps & find purpae
in life — spevenient, bul directicnles OF ooarse, 10 weuld

b foolish to dgnore the benefits Al'brings &0 the chssroom.

1] can lupj:ur.l';i‘rfl:rm!illl;d iﬁﬂru.:ﬁnn. hhliﬂlsidlsnunlils-
trabiva [agks, elp bridge learning . Bui fei's calln
spade a spacde — Al ls s |-:g].n|:|la nmé'l.e']r: It 15 the assi
mnl; not the archivecr. In the right handy, it becosses an
enahbler, allowing edncalors oo feeus more an sedningil
Interdction and leis oo mechamical taske

At the old snding , "IFE the poor workmen who dlames
hry dpols; and Eadur:}.d.ln:l mﬂer I3 Learning vo e AL
wizely, mot fear L At §is core, cesching i3 sat aboul deliv
ering contant; it's absval cultivating euricadty, mstilling enn-
fidence, snd shaping charsctec

M chsild ever grewr up to sy, “An alorithm chaosged iy
fife” Bt many mecoesshal people wace chedr journey hack
tn o teacher who believed Lo them when nie ane elie did
Thie wrue EsEnce ﬂrl.rﬂhi.l:li iz im conEeciion — gome-
IE"F ne l:'hl:I:hul can simealake, [5 15 the teacher '.-.lhlp bghin ¢
ihai mmpan Il't-'a.mhtgd'm@mnuﬂpd-xuu.
I:|.i.'l-1l:ll:l:|PI:|I:I. ki taldare,

Remesnber, Artifical Enlll,l]!ml_-u may assasi = delieer-
ing education, but it is the jeacher wha dellvers humani-
ty. The denger Is ot that A will becpise mocs inislgen!
1y kg the dasger 8 tal we mighl_ rI:I[Hft whai mpkr al
husmen in the firsi place. Let s not bard cver the chalk
entirehy io & machine. o fact, levs conuinwe 13 honcur te
irreplaceable presenes l s imacher — the beartbear of mery
measinglal clastronm, and the compass bn every younf
learner’s joumey

[Thes wtdey I W evkasanoe Bai @ DSuissBed FTD‘.I_",E'-' '

__'|'|rn1.|||p-h-.|.u-|'| i
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Growth push:Betting
bigon R&D

e Union Cabinet's approval for the Research
Development and Innovation (RDT) schemeisan
Important step towards boosting the country’s

performance in innovation and research. The govern-
ment proposes to launch a Rs-1 lakh crore fund to sup-
port and encourage research and development in the
private sector through low-interest, long-term loans,
The focus on promoting private sector participation in
Ré&Dreffortsisanewthemein government policy. Tided
!‘h_v:lﬁpusandhan Natonal Research Foundation, the
initiative comes with a two-tiered structure. While its
top tier will handle the Rs-1 lakh crore corpus through
a special purpose fund, the funds will be passed on at
zero of low imterest to a second ter of fund managers

whowill disburse them for projects in the private sector.

Theaimis to encourage the private sector to undertake
research insunrise domains and strategic sectors which

will aid the country's development. '

India’s R&D performance is low, both in the public
and the private sector. The country’s total R&D spend-
ing is only 0.65% of its GDP which is much less than
the spending by other major countries. The US spends
over 2.5%, China over 2.4%, and ———
South Korea and Israel about .

45% of their GDP on research, JhbiClLNEIE
The private sector accounts for @ IIE IR ]
ondy 35% of the R&D investment

in Tndia while the sectorconmri bbbk
utes 75% of R&D in the USand [ UL R 1T
China. A robust R&D ecosystem sector

is crucial in creating new prod-
ucts and processes, and helping  JULL LD
companies to become compet-
tive and to grow. India’s inability
to create strong global brands can be traced to the low
priorityaccorded to R&D, Research lags in comparison
with advanced countries, as reflected in the number of
patents and publication of papers. India's aspirations to
becomne a developed country also hinge on its encour-
agement of creative spirit and innovation.

The new initiative will hopefully result in funding
supportforresearch inimportant sectors such asindus-
try, science, engineering, and agriculture. Research in
pure science is the basis of discovery of new processes
and technologies and it should get adequate attention.
There should be berter linkages between industry and
academia in research and related academic activities as
they canstrengthen each other. An ecosystem that fur-
ther encouragesstart-ups and small companies should
be developed as they are more likely than larger firms
to adopt inngovation, It is also impuﬁa_nr [0 improye
the standards of education af all levels so that there
is adequate human resources support for the R&D

PrOgrammes. @r\ﬂ% / |
R R - T
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The Hindi in Hindutv
The language question is central to its politics. In Maharashira
and elsewhere, protests rooted in regional pride miss the bigger picture
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l CURSOR  Opportunities are opening up in all kinds of engineering fields thanks to RE & deftech

More Than Just Comp Geeks
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How a Student’s Courage Triggered a District-Wide Financial Reckoning
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‘Innovation doesn’t happen in silos... Our academic institutions
must build structures that allow different minds to meet’

1N T A ST 9 e el e Tlean fust degrens,
india’s p goademic instifutions are betng calied éo
reffaink their purpose, At the kaorr ol thia shift 2o guin
bt rgand rangrmaiion - ane fhad ploces irnocation,
eniraprendursiiip, ana reei-wonld impact of the cemtreof
higher ecuration. V Ramgopal Ras, groap vl elamsl e
af BITS Pliand campises, apake wilh Femali Chhopia
o ity soodemio mas evolte from being a place of
Fnowledge cromtion doa plotform for probiem:so ivdng.

@ Vou've sald mfan academia needs tramsfermation,
Wit gk such A trassfermation look B T :

It's about reimagrining e coreof what our nstitu-
tioms stand for. Fortoo long, we've measured amdemac
BuCeEss threagh publlcations, citations, and pPRIAMIS.
Buil the worid has efanged —amd 30 hass
the expectations from sfdents and
socipty They don't jast want degress;
ey want bo solve problems, creabe
wialipe, make impact, Par thal, w biped
to pat entrepesnewrship, iomovilion,
© e rellevance ot the cedtre of o6e
acalapileDMA

@ Yeu're supmesiing kmowicdge is no
encugh, thal # must translag indn

Exactly Enowleaige has io mave beyond papec It
pnigar tweesl, touch lives, and evolve into salutions.
Think af it &= a8 journey: a problam becomes a projec,
the project becames a paper, then a patent. Ful wiy
stop there? Thal patent must become o protetyps,
A prototype, after feedback, hecomes a product. Arxd
when that product reaches people and salves a real:
warld {ssae - I generabes not just proflt, bat purposs.
This arc - fram problem (o peodis o pukdle good - is
what iy metiguglinmns must mst tutiomalises,

o But B (hat iind of iranslation possible in oer carrel
academic siracture?

185 haerd], baat it imipoesdtie, Wa e 8 mindset shift -
sl grraeharal supgeet. Al BITS Pilani, we'oe plicing o
mueds] throagh our PR DRIVE programme - Teeq-dech
Resssrch  Innovation, Vabae genecration and . Entre-
proneurshig 10 emoowrages sehalare 1o think sbaut the

venl-wor Kl applications of thesrwork from day mme. We're
dlss akigning faculty evloations o moode awEais
prototymes, and shrhan et - el jied ol merics

@ You've spoken aboul lopking westwand for inspiration -
fike Stanfond o MIT. But what sheeld we take away from
their sucress?

Mt Phinle pedtomt nume — bat Bow (hey deplay thain
Loe=as thiom 1% of Stanbvsd's revenies come S pabeat
Lipersing. Yl their I, leveraged theough slariaps and
pollabdraibons, b ciested over S in ecoooimls vl

Thalesson? Filing IP 't enough, You nesd anecosysizm
whirs lidens don't gather dust bl gat 1o work.

o VWhal barriers bedd ba ol indian instiutions?

Twg big ones collaboraticn and cultone. First,
codlaboratian. Innovalion deesn'l happen in ellog 0
happens when technodogists talk b0 ecomomslels,
when eliniclars brainsborm with dato suiemlists. Our
it Bttinns must baidd strietures that ablow didfferent
mires b et Sacond, cultom, We currently celebrate
aoadecnic degril — Kature papers. H-mdexes - bt not
tran=lational Tresdih. & stodent sobving 2 sanltation

izue In & village doesn't get applansae i there's no
Fukilceiom attachsd, That must changs,

o Fou mentien cublture - but sursly this also Ses inte bow
our institulions are funded and gemirne ¥

Atsolabeiy US transformed its scadamic landscape
wriii b Befnerill At in 1062, creating land-grant unfver-
e ik to Eambicenl dowlopmant. We meed oor
Mearrill mement, NEP 2080 can ke hat harning polnt -
but andy iF we &t on 5 boldly Dar instingticns rely
heaviky an biitices o govl grants, Cormfdrs that 1o T8,
where diversified invome - sndowments, philanthirog:
Industry thes - pivesfresdom o dream. experiment, and
Il forward.

o Howw downe bridges thi fis conmsc] Belween acad smia and
imdmstry T

‘Wianasd i0apeak the same langnage. Industry wants
results; Academia wants inguiry Industry guards
earete; we pubilish them. To collaborate mesningfully
wa nesd professional tech mransler affives, Bexible 12
pobicies, Gaster Molis —and mast importantly, mutual
trast. At BITS, we're working io streamling fhess
procossesand seyhed industry orientation mdoalndent
ord facuity mindsat aliks

= And lor SnSEnER? Mow do you Alfere spiregrensarial
thimiing ¥

Wi @lop (resting enfrepeensarship &5 an extma
currlenlar actnvity [ mu become an o cadenbs portenmrs,
Ve bl stuebensts it's ok 10 ToEL Wecelahrabs the poss oo
kealhl, ret just those wh memorisa, We gove them =1
forms - oot just dogeoed, At BITS Pilani, we'pe actively
Mmmmmpn.mﬂmhrnmﬂmmtnn
mal_mn:knhmwamu-mﬂdmlhwmrq.l et 18
mrodares, but h Tiany changemakers 1t inspires

# What do you hope 1o see in indian academia n five years?

T hoges b HE’E ummnersitios that e nod fvary fowges
bl Enhovation platforims That doesm't [
degress, but sohves problems, That Tedefings siiresss
not by haw el they pubilsh, bus by bow muck, thny
change livas. 1's & Locig roadd - but i institations Lke
ouws taka tha Mkt steps, Im cergain many will [oflow
The timeto acd 15 oo methia :

am m  m ir ) P N —
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Embrace reform,
notinflated results

kamaraka State School Exammation and Assess-
ment Board (KSEAB) has proposed aligning the SSLC
examinabon pattern with the CBSE system, notably
by reducing the minimuom pass marks frem 35 to 33 and
sealing down thefirstlanguage paper from 125 60 100 marks.
This follows pressure from stakeholders such as the Asso-
ciated Management of Primary and Secondary Schools,
whio argue that state board students-are at a disadvantage
compared o their peers in CBSE and ICSE systems. The
intent tocreate parity among boardsisunderstandable, but
it also raises concerns about compromsing the qualicy of
education. With declining S5LC resultz - onfy 62% passed
thisyear —and the poor performance inMorth Kemataka dis-
iricts, some kind of intervention swarranted. However, does
lowering the benchmark constitutemeaningful reform, oris
itmerelyasuperficial fixthatsidesteps thedeeper mialaise in
the state’s education system?! -

A closer look ar the Karnataka Residential Educational
Insttutions Socety (KRELS) schools revealsa more effectioe
approach. Catering largely todisadvantaged students, these
irstitutions, run by the Social Welfare Department, consist-
entlyreport pass percentages exceeding 907, Their suecess
stems not from dihoted standards, buf
from comprehensive academic sup- B =
port, sructured residential schooling, Lowering
dedicated and well-mrained teachers, §ESAUELE
focussed coaching, and continuous  EEEESTTETRl1§
assesament: Incontrast, many govern-
ment schools grapple with crumbling i
infrastructure, chronic teacher short- siiesteps
ages, and reliance on nearly 50,000 Wil {0 A6
guest teachers, Withoue stahle men:

torship, students are left ill-prepared. m:rlﬂmn&
In such conditions, lowering the pass  [Sastia
marks risks promoting rote learming
and superficial evaluation.

Rather than shifting goal posts, the sovermment must con-
duct a thorongh audit of the entire education svstem, The
fincus shoudd extend beyond pass percentages toaddress the
root causes behind poor learning outcomes, both in public
and private institutions. Is the syllabus too demandmg? Are
teachers adequately trained? Are fundamental concepts
being grasped by the sdents? Are schools providing the
support needed to overcome socig-economic hurdles?
Promoting students who lack basic understanding may
temporarily mflate results but could severely hamper their
progressin highereducaton and future carcers, Alignment
with national boards s not inherendly flawed, butit must be
palred with systemic investment in quality teacidng, infra-
structure. and student sapport. Karnataka does not need a
lower bar: it needs to raise educational standards to create
a strong foundation, The state must embrace comprehen-
sive reformm, not sertle for shorteuts that sacrifice long-term
growth forshort-term gmum."rh:gmﬂﬂmm:h!:ruumaim
that true progress es not in easing the path but I.tlt‘t'ﬁlu;l%g
everystudent is equipped towalk itsuccesshully, o fé-.!n__ 3

the move
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Remembering
VKRVRao

[ we consider individuals

froem Karnaraks who have
thoms tosocial science reseanch
in Imdia theough Sedicsted
effort, Prof Vijagendra Kas-
murirenga Vardarajs Bao (5
E RV REao) Gatincthy slands
ot Om s birthday {Jaly &),
wie ho@owr this remerkable
scholar ard instituon-build-
er, i eata béished numeros
spcisd soience reseasch cemires
aerassthe ovmery,

Born in Kancheepuram
and ralsed in Mumbai, Prof
B studied at Cambesdge and
maigtalined deep teswith Kas-
nataim, T wes slecied twiceio
Parlismnt, fepresenting the

ol Dyl Uedwersi oy and amem-
hier of the Planning, Comimis:
sion, cflering gaidence on ed-
weanian, He was instrucmental
inthefounding of the Natooal
Sample Survey QMo (H554),
aifning 1o lmprove nationl
income estimates ard foster
gocial soience resesrch,
Prof Rao was alsa the Brat
Uriion Mimister of Education
froem Karnataka, serving in
Indira Gandhi's czhinet, He
ipraduced reforms that bol-
weped social scienee research
natierwlde and karer alsa beld
the portliolie of trasspart and
shippirg. After resigning from
rheUhmionGakioet. e rerurned
g0 Bengalury, driven by his love
for M.wmﬂw
Enstinate for Sociad and Eeo-
momic Chamge. realising his
dresmcdiestutilishing.
gresearch instirute inthe ity
Praf ¥ E R Y Han wis an &x-
peptizcaleducstorand founder
of several key insiitutions. He
esmablished the Delhi Schoal of
Eronomis, where hi apgouit-
e mur former B3, Dy [Mami-
b Singh, a8 & profess. Lt~
e bee founeded the [ostige of
EconamscGrowth n Delhiand
5 gt for Social and B
3 inBenpaluri
As Minisger of E]ﬁ:gm
T was Erpruem
ing the Indian Council of So-
il Sience RssarchinDelbi
alopg wich #gro-Economic
Centres, Popatasian Research
Cepines, DEI!IWEWE_ Re-
search Cientres, the Mationsl
Sample Survey Organisation,
Populnbes mﬂ:ﬂ:hﬂcﬂtﬂ&r
and the Cemiral Ensfibate ﬂl
. Hu(.;' Delhi
ak wipe-chano? =
niversity, luanching the Del-
hi Schoal of Econmmics and
ﬁgmhlin,u:‘ﬂnu-'ﬂ-ﬂdm
suchas Amarrya Sem Sukham:
oy Chalrovnrry, Jagdish Bhag-
waki, Mazmaotan Singh, Tagan
faychoudhuri, A L Magor Baj
Krishna, K N R, amil Prasab
Bardban. He als exinhlshed

A socobogy fansiny with
figores Hior M N Srinbas, Ao
dne Beteill o, and Weema Dt He
serverd s amembercéths Plan-
ning Comnmigslonunder Pandic
Jawaharlal Metru. From 6T
to 1971, hewasa miraster in In-
dira Gandhi's Cakines and was
ehected o Prrliament from
Earmataka's comstil-
tency, represendng the Con-
gress Party, He lved

im} antl his dew
om July 35, 991, Through bas
efforte, be impacted mumy
eromomists and policimak-
&5, ineluding memhbers of the:
Flaoning Commisgion and
Econcmic sdvisers, and ooo-
trikented to nummenous pobkles
dursng Mrs, Gandhi's tenure,
wha held bimnin bigh esteem.,

Abter completing bis edu-
extlon in Mumbal, Prolessor
Hao ed withaBAfrom
Gopreille and Caiis College at
Cambriddge as an exceptional
gruckent, specializing in eco-
momnics. i wis pars of the £0=
Bart taught by John SMaynand
Eewnes and was récognised
25 oo of Lord Eeymes' talént-
ed studeris and o o

gaker. He compl
E:n{'l;-uml thesis tithed “The M-
tinel Incnme of British India,
19311532 under Professor
Colin Clarks a-ﬂmlnp.
This work was published o
5k hﬁrﬂmﬂ_ﬁ."m n.m!'l_.l'l:r
win and became n plonesring
sty worldwide om enloalat-
imgg mikranal income and s
methudnlngies Professor Rao
authored 39 books and mon-
ocgraphs and spprodmate
Z50 artiches and delere
mmerous ecrures 2t natiosal
andipsemational sonference,
Hie was highhresteemed world-
widle for his condributions io
sronamics, TECeiVIE prolse
from Nicke| lnureates who vis-
iwed ISEC duT; hisé tenire.
Diespine suimd of fiks conteripi-
raries saying backin Enghuod,
he retirned 1o India.

Todsy, we celebrate Prol
Eao's Empaetful comtribucoes
o education, academis re-
gesarch, and triaming.
of sl ed social eienoists. Kar
natabm vahies hiwork end the
initiacives be fusterad for i
sooniiny, such s
satinn and federnl financisd re-
latioms, Thisss efforts invedved
leading acodemicians and
even thechisl mingsers of v
erel staes af 15EC, Lare Frof

Brafemanamdaweon:
“Thelife ufﬁﬂ'ﬂm
i wasasagn of liberal giving,
Pribahly few peonomisis any-
where in the warld hﬂ:u?\!rl
so much 10 50 R et
taken o0 limle for thimselees
and cheir Euvilies.”

{The mvater i former
direciorafthe feeriiivine for
Socim’armd Evougas Ciangs,
Bespiurr) -m\] valg
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outlook, develop visionary

M a nation where aver 66% of the
I population i§ unier the age of 35, ed-

cation stands as the corerstone of
India’s journey toward economic |eader-
shigs and self-refiance. As the Country ac
celerates its trarsformation into a knowl-
edge-driven economy,  professional
education has become a key catalyst for
growth, pammhnh,-infialdswldeuelnp
strabegic thinking, leadership, and inncva-
tion. Management educatian, affered
acroas hoth undergraduate and past-
graduate levels, continues to be one of
the most seught-aiter streams, reflecting
the growing demand far business and
Ieadership skills in a rapidly evelying job
market. With India emerging as one of
the fastest-grawing major econnmies,
management educatian i pilarying & ¢nit-
ical ralbe in prepang the next generatsan
of professionals to navigate comphexity,
fead enperprises, and cantribute mean-
ingfully 1o the country's development
trajectosy

The Rise and Relevance of
Management Education in India
Indka's management education sectar
has witnessed remarkable growth aver
the last swi decades, both i terms of the
pumber of institutions and the drersty
of programs offered. This expansion ca-
Ircides with India’s cordistent ecoramic
momensum and the increasing nead far
skilled managerial professianals across
industrits. The demand for management
programs such as the Bachelor af Bus-
ness Administration (BBA), Master of
Business Administration (MBA], and Post
Graduate Diploma i Management
(PGOM) remains high, driven by their
akifity to biend thearetical frameworks
ittty real-wacrrld applicakdling atrass acad-
e evels, s industries undergo digital
transiormation and glabad integration,
ananizations seek professicnals whocan
thinik strategically, manage respurces effi-
ciently, and lead with a glabal mindsef
Management education s this gap by
grooming gradiates with analyticsl abil
ities, peeaple managemen| skifis, amd busi-
fess, AcUMen esiential in the current job
L1
phoipoier the government's push fos
epaepreneurship, wnovation, and seffre
figmee has opeerd up fresh avenues for

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-6), 10 JULY 2025

The Role of Management Education in India’s Ascent

Management programs, with their future-focused curriculum and global

management graduates. From start:ugs
i muRtinational corporations, the scope of
career opportunities has broadened signif-
icantly. This shift has positioned manage-
ment programs at the cerer of India's
pronmic S1on, empawering profussion
als ta lead in comains like tech-driven fi
pance. e-comments, sustainabie busingss
practices, and moee.

Diversifying Horizons:
Evolving Courses and
Emerging Spedalizations
As indusstries transform, $6 does the cur
ricubum of India’s leading business
schoals. While traditional streams like
Marketing, Finance, Human Resources,
and Operations cantinue 16 be poputat
newer specializations ane gaining consid-
erable traction. Businecs Anahyics, forin-
stance, s emenging 84 3 key discipling a5
companiis increasingly rely on data-dri-
ven declsion-making. Digital Marketing
has seen explogive growth, mimoeing the
braader digitafeation of busingss opera-
tiers and cormumsed bebavior.
Ackditionally, specializations in areas
bk Sustainability Managemant, FinTech
Supply Chain Management, and Entre-
preneurship are becoming pat of mén-
cpeam piferings These evolving domaing
reflect the changing nature of the busl-
ness woeld and the incraasing emphass
an niche expértize. In response, manage
ment programs ane contmucasly petihi-
ing-becoming mare agike, interdiscipl-
nary, ard Industry-relevant-enabling
students to develop skill sets that align

with the dynamic needs of emerging sec-
tars and fulure-ready careers

Catalysts for Career Growth and
Corporate SUCcess

Management education in india his be-
COMme SyRONYMOoUS with Career acoekia-
tion. While underngraduate programs such
a5 BAA provide an early foundation in
business principhes, graduates of MEA
and PGOM programs often enter the
workdnroe with a significant edge, not
just in knpwdedge, but in leadership po-
tential and sirategic thinking.

These programs nurure citical soft
skllls-communication, collaboration, deci-
sian-making-that are essential for man-
sgerial rodes, They also offer structured
exposire 1o case studies, simulations. and
peer barning envieonmeTts that repficate
real-worhd corporate challenges

More impartanthy, management edu-
cation spens doars to fast-irack caneer
paths, Many companies, pspecially in
onsulting, finance, technalogy, and con-
sumer services, prefer hiring manage-
ment graduates for mid-tevel and seriot
posftions This reflects the value that em:
phoyers place on a holistic business edu-
¢ation, one that combires demain
knerwledge with an ability to lead and
adiagit in dynamic enwironments. feccg-
mizing this, even working professhanals
are Increasingly tuming to executive
management programs & 2 means to
peeil, transition into-emenging SeCiors,
and accelarate thir growth within the
porparate hiesarchy

Jeaders to drive India’s next growth phase,

Experiential and Global Learning:
Shaping Industry-Ready Talent
One of the defining strengths of contem-
porary management prograimes is their
strong foous on pxperential leaming. In-
termships, live projects, and case campe-
titiors have become integral ta the our-
ritdum, offering students first-hand
exposure 1o real-ime business chal-
lenges. These exper ences foster practical
lpaming, encourage teamwork, 4nd help
students upderstand the nuances of vari-
fus indusiries,

Indusstey tie-ups Surther entich this
ecosystemn, Theough collaborations with
corparates, business schools are abde 1o
tiring in guest lectures, mentorship pro-
gramms, cagstane projects, and customized
training modules. Thess engagements &n-
sure that students stay aligned with cur-
rent industry practices and develop
mincket fumed 10 corporate probleme-soly-
ing. The cutcome is a poal of graduates
vl are not oy academically proficient
bust also condident and job-ready from day
D

Complementing this hands-of ap-
proach s the e of global academic ool
Iatoratians and intemational immersan
programs, Student exchange opponur
ties, joint degraes, and study tours offer
puposure bo diverse business emdeoan-
mients and cross-cuttural adership per-
spectives, These inltiatives enhance glabal
compeetencies and bioaden cars possini
ities, preparing graduates for SUCCES M
bath domestic and indermational markers

Empawering India's Rise through
Visionary Business Leadership
ndia’s ascent on the glabal econamic
sage fs no longer & distant wision-il s 3
{ast-evolving realite AS per profechons |
by the lnternationsl Aameeary Fond |
{IMF) i Aeprih 2024, Indlia s posed to be-
e the weanld's third-argest econamy
by 2027, b this contexd, mianagement
pduscation plays a transfemative nale in
realizirrg'lhepmmiseu’ra',di-r:ﬁmlln-
dig-anchered in the principhes of sustain-
ability irnavation, 2nd inchusi growth-
alongside grooming  the Business
leaders, entreprenedrs, and policy
ghapers of tamormw, who will remain at
the forefrant-leading the way with in-
hight, iteqrity, and impact

#
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The soul of education

one of the most striking features of Indian Knowledge Systems — and one
that Swami Vivekananda emphasized — is the integration of personal dharma
with social purpose. Whether It is the Kautilyan model of just governance or
the Gita's call for detached action, indian thought has always linked individual
pucellence with collective well-being. This has direct relevance for the leaders
of tomorrow. Whether in government, business, er civil soclety, we need
decision-makers who are driven not just by profit or power but by principle
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“ Englis _
h dreams
Imposing any language as the medium
ofinstruction is unacceptable
nglish medium education is an aspirad
E for many Indians, but stare mﬁmﬂ
Ing the medium of instruction has be

Uneven across ime and regions. Thfgnm:ji her]l]
Euage debate in India, which stems from l;_'hEE re-
w efforts of the Eh&lﬂﬁ}'ﬂ]ﬂhatﬂ FE[‘I}' o en-
force a three-language policy, has many
components, the medium of instruction biing
one. Educationists generally argue that instruc.
tion in the mother tongue helps children achieve
better learning goals in their early stages of deve-
lapment. This view is supported by pedagogical
research, but it cannot, and does not, operate in
lﬁﬁlfi.tu}n from other factors such as constimution-
al nE]h and ground realities. India’s linguistic di-
versity and distribution is such that even the
question of what is a child’s mother tONgUue can
nﬁl_an bea contested one. There is also the consti-
tutional question of freedom of expression and
choice. In 2014, after a protracted legal tussle, the
supreme Court of India held that a Karnataks B
vermment order of 1994 that made instruction in
Kannada mandatory unril Class four was not va-
lid under the Constitution. For, children have a
right to choose, and the state cannot enforee s
view on what is good for them, The rights of Priv-
ate educational instinutdons o offer education as
per market demand is another related issue.

The National Education Policy that is being ag-
gressively pushed by the Centre has a particularty
anti-English edge, which is not in line with popu-
lar aspiration. Many States that want to promote
their local language and culture also want to pro-
mote English education and English as a medium
of instruction. In Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, there are aided English
medium schools. The demand for English medi-
um education is growing — this inchides the Hin-
di-speaking regions — which is met largely by sub-
standard and expensive privare nstdons.
English skills help individuals and the country in
gaining a place In the global services sector, In-
dia's subaltern caste groups in particular seek 10
empower themselves through English education,
which remains a currency for upward mobility. If
state schools do not offer English medium in
struction, relatively richer families could stll ac-
cess it through privare schools. In this context,
education becomes a contimuing reproduction
and even aggravation of social inequalities,
which Is the exact opposite of its purpose. The
S e B

convertible for other outcOmes. -
Doy debate on whether it should be the medium
of instruction at the primary level, buta basic test
of any policy is in how it advances the gmbitions
of the most disadvantaged sections. ik
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BASIC FAILURES

W0 recent reports show the |

alarming condition of Tndia’s

foundational literacy and mu-
meracy levels. The education minis-
try's PARAKH Rashtriva Sarvekshan
tested 21,15,022 children of classes II,
Vland IX across 74, 229 private and gov-
ernment schools in 35 states and Union
Territories. The comparatively bet-
ter performer was Class 111 But even
there, only 55% could arrange mum-
bers upwards to 99 and downwards
again and 58% could do addition and
subtraction of two-digit numbers. But
the percentages are reversed in Class

VI, where 54% cannot compare whole

eainmauerﬂrthepmp-exﬁesufamag~
net; 60% failed to meet the benchmark
in any subject. On the whole, mathe-
matics has the poorest achievement
level in all three classes. The urban-ru-
ral divide continues, with Clagses VI
and IX in urban schools being better
performers than in rural schools, al-
though in Class I rural schools are
better in language and mathemat-
ies, The SDG-4 report says India has
moved towards gender parity with
some other countries in the region,
but the Indian survey is still unhappy
about the gender gap,

The most important peint made

numbers and read large by the SDG-4 report is
numbers. The 2025 India's inadeguate ed-
UNESCO Sustainable The poorstate of ucational funding. In
Development Goals-4 ]ﬂdiﬂ]] G]lﬂdl‘ﬂ“ﬂ}S 2023, it was only 3.1%
mentions that India's ? Jationsl of the gross domestic
average in completion ﬂllll'.h on product whereas the
of primary and lower education hasbeen regional average is
sacondary education is 34% and the SDG tar
betfer than the Soumm  1cvealed by the get is 4%, The National
Asia region’s, although €ducation ministry Educational Policy 2020
in highincome coun- and UNESC(Q  had aimed for 6% The

tries this is almost uni-

percentage in high-in-

versal. But what is the
use of completion if, as the Indian
report says, 43% of class VI chil-
dren in the country cannot grasp the
main ideas in texts and 51% have no
understanding of local institutions
like the panchavet or identify rivers
and mountains?

The 5DG-4 report shows that India
Is worryingly off-track in upper sec-
ondary and tertiary education and
that 21% of the 15-17 Age-gFToup are out
of school. The seeds of this are sown
in Class IX, as shown in the Indian re-
port, For example, 63% cannot identify
simple patterns in numbers or under
stand fractions or intepers, Tasks lke
finding multiples of 7 or powers of 3
area struggle as are describing chang-

COme Ccountries ranges
from 4.8% to 5.5% of GDP It explains
their close to full success in school
education benchmarks. Allied to this
issue s another foundational prob-
lem — the scarcity of properly trained
pre-primary teachers in India. So in
spite of malking primary and lower
secondary education almost universal
and increasing connectivity, which the
SDG-4 report mentions in a positive
spirit, the basis of school education in
India remains weak. The COMpPArisons
in the SDGA report are far from reas-
suring. But the Indian report comes
eloser to the bone and its rather shock-
ingresults urge the necessity of identi.
fying and focusing immediately on the
roots of the problems, ¥
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4 . .
Emergency in school education

e findings of the nationwide student survey have laid bare a disturbing
reality: Nearly half of India’s school students lack foundational skills in
literacy, numeracy and situational awareness. From Class ITI students (45

per cent struggling to correctly arrange numbers up to 99) to Class IX students
(66 per cent) unable to distinguish between living and non-living features, the
data reveals a systemic crisis in learning outcomes that could derail India’s
Ectﬂnnﬁuc and developmental ambitions and tear the social fabric as the nation
gets older. ;

This is not just an educational challenge. It is a national emergency. If 689 per
cent of Class IX students cannot understand basic number systems and per-
centages, how can one expect them to be employable and contribute to the
country's development? If two-thirds of Class IX students do not know the dif
ference between living and non-living features, the demographic dividend that
the government boasts of today could turn into a demographic disaster.

The learning gaps in rural areas are greater than average numbers.
Similarly, small private schools often have relatively ill-equipped teachers and
poor infrastructure.

With the world embracing artificial intelligence and machine learning, peo-
ple must be strong in fundamentals to get a decent job. However, India’s future
youth with such glaring learning gaps threaten to hollow out the very founda-
tions of our future workforce. _ o

The government must, therefore, treat education reforms at par with infra-
structure or defence and introduce measures to ensure that the crisis in the
learning gap is addressed. School education is a subject of national Importance
and should not be politicised either for the benefit of the ruling party or the
Opposition parties — anything to the contrary would be a disservice to the

future ' India and jeopardise India’s rise to superpower status
uture generations of jeop P
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Quality of Learning
(Teaching) is Strained

Whichever way youdice thedata, the message is blunt: schools
are packed, but minds aren’t being sharpened. PARA KH (Per-
formance, Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for
Holistic Development) Rashtriya Sarvekshan 2024 finds 43%
of Class6students can't grasp the main idea in a text, and 63%
of Class 9 students struggle with basic maths. The December
2024 Gol survey tested over 21 lakh students from Classes 3. 6
and 9 across 74,229 schools in 781 districts, spanning all 36 sta-
tes/UTs. Pratham’s ASER (Annual Status of Education Re-
port) and earlier government surveys have long warned the
foundation of India’s school system is cracking.

NEP 2020rightly prioritises foundational literacy and nume-
, racy forall. But as the PARAKH findings
& make clear, classroom reforms alone won't
movetheneedle. Learning is deeply influ-
enced by a broader ecosystem — family
. background, community support, school
infra and quality of teachers. Without
¥ alignment acrossthese, even best policies
will stall. The survey also shows that stu-
dents who perform better come from households with educa-
ted parents, access to electricity and digital tools.

That's why focus must remain on core reforms: shifting curri-
culum and assessment away from rote learning, investing in fo-
undational learning, strengthening teacher training and peda-
gogical support, and expanding linkage between school and fa-
mily to track progress. Struggling students must be identified
early. As Unesco’s Global Education Monitoring Report 2024-25
stresses, investment in leadership is also critical — through
standardised principal training, gender-sensitive recrultment,
induction support and clearly defined roles. India is losing far

too much time, and potential, by not getting ns:rh.u:r:ﬂ:'1{3::['l 1‘im E :
L



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 14 JULY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


-
Nasmnib G,

igher  educs-
dom ism't just
nbaur cadem:
jcdr i Do

making sure every studes

fiils welcome, supported,
ard walued, 'When camre

pusss embrace Enclushicy,
Lhn:g,l::lm'l]l.l:llﬂu:dﬁﬂ_hﬂ'l‘-
They crcace an e
meent whene shadents from
#ll hackgrounds, especlally
thuse from  umder-repaes
senied comounldes, can

marginalised

grounsdg, college i boch a
dream andd @ chaddmge.

The weight of history £
make acwlemic spaces feel

when universities actvely
cultivate jnclugive practc:
#ssuch as epsuring diverse
woices In the curricubartk,
erearmp safie spaces for din
logue, and celehracng di
ferent cudrares.

I.'F 1

“Foraneq

- -
HINDU (P-5), 14 JULY 2025

uitable

future

Howw an inclusive campus culture can empower studenis from
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The changing landscape of employment

ach year, lakhs of
students graduate from
universities, collepes,
Industrial Tralning
Insticutes, and skill programmes in
india. Yet the system continues to
¥ face challenges not only kn
accommodating them, bur also
effectively integrating them into
medaningful employment.
The Employees' Provident
1 Fund Organisadon (EPFO) plays a
central role in India's social
security system by managing
! retirement savings for workers in
the organised sector, With over 7
crore members, it remains one of
¥ the world's largest soclal security
organisations. EPFC data serves as
g A valuable indicator of formal
ernployment trends, The share
decline in net new EFFO
§ enrodments post-2019 reflected the
pandemic effect on formal
employment. However, the March
2025 data shows a steady increase
in formal workforoe participation.
Young professtonals, particularky
fresh graduates, constoute a
significant portion of new
enrolments. The 18-25 age group
consistently represents a large
share with the 18-21 subgroup
alone accounting for around 18%-
29%, of the toral new subscribers in
the recent months. The trend
igmals a I powards
?Mn bt demancs i
decper analysis of job stability,
wages and long-term financial
SECUTIEY.

Youth unemployment
According m the India

1) ent Be 2024,
;bm by d‘bepl;-.u-tamaﬁmm]
Labour Orgenization and the
[nartute for Human Developreent,
the youth account for 83% of
India’s unemployed population.

" alarmingty, the share of
unemployes individuals with
secondary or higher education fas
nearly doubled over o decades,

The issue goes beyond
unemployment; this & a crisis of
unemployabilicy. The Economic
Snrvey 2023-24 states that only
about half of India's youth are
deemed job-ready after

gradunthon. One o rsed Tacks the

Chalr, Inbemationad
institute of Migration
ard Development,
Hirala

.
5.1, Mishra
Fuindser, India Career
entre, Hyderabad

Urgent soructural
reforms are
necded o
address the
ETOWwing
disconnect
berwesn
education and

employment in
india

[ wrgency of bridging the skill gap o,

digital and professional skills
employers' demand, ]:laE'tuL'ula:_l}r
in an economy undergoing rapid
rechnological mransformation.
Moreover, the looming influence
of Al threatens Indla’s tech sector,
putting several mraditional job
roles at the risk of djsp]m_:nmantrt_
Without adequate reskilling an
upskilling efforts, the gap between
graduate output and avallable
opportunities will only widen.

Diespite economic PROETess,
India’s workforce remains
predominantly informal. The
India Employment Report 2024
nies nearly 90% of employment
is informal with the propertion of
salaried, regular jobs declining
simce 2018. While contraciual
employment has growT, COnCerns
a'L'u.E]lI.J}ll:ﬂj security and social
welfare remain unresolved.

Many young Indians struggle
with technical skills. The repart
states that 75% of young people
srrugale with basic digital tasks
such as sending an email with an
amachment, Crver 80% cann
perform simple file operatons
such as copy-pastng and 905 lack |
Fumlamental spreadshest skilks
such as working with formulas.

These statistics are worTying
glven that the Future of jobs
Report 2025 by the World
Feonomic Forum forecasts magor
shifts in employment dynamics,

The report states that by 2030,
an estimated 170 million new jobs
will be creared representing 14% of
rotal emplovment. However, 32
million exising johs (8% of rotal
employment) will be displaced.
This means there will be a new
growth of 78 million jobs, or a 7%
increase in woral employment.
While these projections offer
optimism, they also highlight the

ensure that Indias workforce is
adequately prepared for the
evolving job landscape

Whar India must do

India stands at a critical
crossroads, Without targered
policy interventions and expansive
reskilling initanves, millions of

graduanes will contnue simeggling

L Secure meaningiul

emplayment. Investing in
education, vocatonal -
and digital literacy is essential for
aligning the workforce with fumire
job demands _

Urgent structural reforms ane
needed. First, there should be
stronger collaboration berween
industry and academia, If
necessary, by law. Each higher
education instiuton must ideally
harwe at least one tbrlin;:l
parmership with indusiry
parmers. Second, educational
insrimtons need o be held
accountable for placements and
not just educational degrees. We
need (o create accreditation
systems for educational
Insttutions aligned with job
placements for the ourgoing
siudents. Idea Labs and Tinker
Labs should be made mandatory
components of every high school
and higher education instiiunon.
The integrarion of the humanities,
forelgn language learning, and soft
skills shoukd be made mandarory
across all levels of education.

Third, India needs 1o extend ils
focus beyond natdonal borders.
Skilling and oaining programmes
should be designed 1o meet the
needs of agelng societes in many
Western natons, where the
demand for young professionals is
expected o increase. This
approach aligns with the Indian
government's straegy for
enhancing the international
maobility of skilled workers. The
Internatonal Instnute of Migradon
and Development iz currendy
working as the Indisn parmer in
the European Union's Link45kills
project that utilises the migration
corridor famework to evaluate
the skl demands and labour
shortages in varous European
couniries and beyond. Fourth, 1o
drive these ransformations, an
Indian Bducation Services, similar
in sranare 1o the Indian
Adminlsoradve Services, should be
established; it would anract the
best minds int the educadon
sector, Finally, the educadon
system should cpen its doors o
professionals from the industry,
Thiz wauld help bridge th
between mqeﬂlﬁl%ugaq;fn.

i) P -
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Language row attempts
to revive a dead horse

It can help a politician
hiss, but doesn't offer
enough political
venom to bite

1wnas the B sExties” In
Allshabad {present-day Pray-
igrajp. British rale had ended
e decades ago, bl im a sy
teEming wich the old
b, The Civl Lines observid the ta-
dition s luwseh Bk, and & many
shops, salegmen wearing ties conld
be found speaking in Exglish with
(e s e, gemleel customers

T iy wias praisd of I8 univer-

sity, duhbed the Ouford of the East
The Indian Chvil Service had been
rechristanisd & lhe Indian Adminis-
prafve Servioe {LAS )L Yetfhe nomen
clature chapge did nething to
dampen ifs power ar IE8 rogalia,

jssion 0o Allahabed Universicy
wins coosidered ibe esseninl st
siep towards realising the HI of
eracking the vl services examing-
o e ity Beosted masy posis and
waritere, Thie =ity Feirl exanlph tewion
o e sroary and entided,

In such an atmosphere, the resi-
dents winke up 104 Sunprise ome &y
whem chey maw slo WImtEn
coal tar v the of fhe lecad
chmareh, convent sohoods, and soms
nrh.eEpnilEhln._lmt places -ieﬁhull:-lukl.n:
the Eng anmage akharming,
“Amgren hamn Bharad dachao®

[P and save dhe Snt-
In?.ln e initial days, people failed
thinm this lnng-tesms ctola
larger movemest. The ant-Englizh
CAITI P was the brainchild of
sociaint Ham Manohar Loh,
wha Initisded it in 1557 1t 1pok o disc-
RS 1o gller Saan, and receeed ithe
rtaf the Jana Sasgh and otber
paliscad

misi-
nEl o OUiCTY, Ihmgrl.m.e

ighiw Lal Behadur Shasin made some
critical mowes in support af Hindi,
lmadiag fo violent reactions n the
Soaptherrn states, resulting in M) cases
al geli-immuolaties or death by pei-
souiing. Somedied In the police firing
on the protastors.

I 1857, Fos ihe ‘mir'l‘illlr. asEfbAY
elerdans hod 1o the formaton of D
Longress roments ln eight
stales. The languige tow played a
ey Fale i this suecome. It shoaldn't
COmE a5 @ parpriee o anyons, Lis-
quage ix the repeaiiony of our ok
rursl moorings, and we shouldn™
blame people 1 thery fis] iomiticnally
altacked Ba i, corsEdering | E
a5 an integral pasm urmﬁm

Larguags n pii‘:ﬂl_:l'lﬂ.t in
the formarks ol the states of Hima-
chal Fradesh and Haryaea, both oree
a pairt of Punjaly prowinoe, While cre-
ating these bwo smbes, Edira Gandhi

Barve bmagiined L his wil-
dit dreams thal the dec s bom would
i laber years provide Impetes 10 (Ba
Fisa of nerrorism in Punfeb. ErSeer,
thie mobillization o creaie Andhra
Pradesh, Based on Telugu Engulstle

Identiby, witnessed comeme viokense,
Lal's retarn 1o Allababad, While
itedying in the state Incer coll
from elizs 6 o elagz 8, Hindi,
English, and one regloral Tediss lan-
pEge were compulsory for all tee
amidenta | oose Bainpla. [am proud
that through Baegls, | wae able o
conneo with 3 great civiladon, |5
wrilecy, T trieliecroal depth, phi-
losophy, istory, and i nusnees of
the dence Movement. The
Rangl hn.lw.lr mdhrmﬂ r.rmnk

ﬂ l.'\EI.I\!lI'.'l['“'ﬂ.I

'«'«'hhl I:'h- government of India

ched the i Tarmiule
wllh o] mnmw 1 firmly
hilieye that avery woiing laedian
along with ibelr mother mogue,
alszanl (1 ey wowll-wieriand inogne reggional
and e

re is no better way o bring

Inadiaes choger to cheir Indian reoils,
s far as i rancerned, lex
el b po dioiglet b L s rilisance
and] pffies dveresss In this age ol Artifi-
cial Intelligence.

Bt palities and {ans are oo
& dfferent tamgent |5 the remson
wa wilnaigsd ||'m ;plr.-lm.'ln &l
Thidhay ]
cugltn Fad T]l:lsmln: Iy I:hr im @
pubie S
wiys. They fnslsted they WEI."."II/E
apmieet Hind, but Marath should be
given Jes due smd respecied in Maln-
rashira Bt is i the case¥

1 there wak ennslsienoy = their
words and deeds. they woulds' ki

Peligrass 1o a sisie phould iy bs heim the h:n.llmm U] 'rhlmu.phm
these whsa crn T speak it |5 SImply nne eeTinien sl

uplnaded vignl mluﬁﬂ'fhum b=

onsus shop Swmers,
I:;iuﬂn.: mﬁmmﬂzmﬂm
While addressing his werkers, Raj
Thochkrey wodd them that they s
ritgh up those wie [ndl do speak
Blarnihd, bur they abs0ldn’ maks
and upload videos of cthis Irs a
soraags way ol shanwii g Jove for your

R .
Unfortusately, thiz malady s

ekl i the g iif
mmurhn?un;dﬁuw

; J!Illf:i.:ll'."‘"-l:I puur whe
-spenking peaple 0

ey Tallal fo ypeak Inpiliaﬁmm ]
believe thar thoss whi felecibs i a
nirw gaie ghould make the effoat oo
|Egern e bl Ban g, Dol -
trating winlence against thase who
cam’| Speake thi lnguags =2 nol enly
umcnnstisutional tor . dangerous
e for e gailon

‘These incideniz hive opezed a
piraonal woumd, By 1060, Twest o
Caloutia (present-dey Xolkam) for
U first thre, AZ Lhat ime, wheneves
wiru asked the baculs foran address,
thary waiild rebiall 3
m-:lt;tmw m}:rmﬁnmq
wonl woader, [ could 181k In Beg-
galt, Bt honer il i survive i

T Tty
the b 1f thiesy domt kmow e -
loead Larguge? the coverage

of the Pumfal insisgincy, 1 found
that people In rural areas had 4if-
culty umnilisgandizg Hindl
However, during the Jas nem disc- |
sdes, the winds of encouraging
change have been B chie |
sommthern scaces. Hindi Heartland
Ien't far hehind. Somne mswthe agn, -
when soothirn sgersar Ao Arun
came bo Fama, @ Bege srowd gath-
ened o wileome him Can we amrib-
wie the miraeic 19 foantral govermn-
ment fervices, the ol mifanguage
formeln, and ds (alre of corpocar-
isation?
The Hashiripa Swayamssvak
ﬁ bz tried in ﬂh!;-hﬂ the Nlames
# 7o by inskiting thar
weery Indsan mﬂ; is a2 natioml
mioal ']
whether pobitclans will stop lomeni-
g oo e ? T pagss to remengber (he
Enguage coodroversy has bost i
sing. ircan help a politiclan hiss, ter
Il‘lmhl 't Uﬁﬁm [ﬂkﬁql Wi
o bilie

Skl Shekhar i adlsa rdi-chint
Firduzian The vicwa
sy a  are penonal

-
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What CUETs critics overlook

MamiDaLa JAGADESH Kifmar

System is evolving with each cycle toward a more inclusive admission process

LET'S TAKE A closer loak ar the policy ra-
liprake Esedviindd the indecducmional CUET. A
handful of elite schools dominated the -
rakie at B4 in yesteryears. Students rom
uncer- resasy poe il Bard 2 snd miral schooks
weere locked out, rot because ey esere bz
capablie bt becaiise thedr boards followed
a mare copeered v evaluation CUET, de-
SpibE Ti% ZOMAng pains, attempls 0geTed
that bikalace,

T claamu ol 5,000 ¢ gy Seals @a year
isn't meprt sl g, Wit OLIET S struchusied sys-
BB, EEUETE NOW Mavigate a wider array
of choices across fog e niTal unsersies,
whibch marurally shifts o seats Gl upared
Teaves s e gl apen in certain collepes.
When CUETwias intredcnd in 000, it was-
I kenee-perk response, but i siep aligned
with the Mati gil Educanon Policy 2020vi-
shom Concerms arvucsl coaching ard prosy
Sehaan|s nedil serious alhenrinn, but the
blame camined st badd st CUET = danrstep
alome, The coaching Culnure b India had pre-
mmmmf.mﬁhugihnmd
Ibas e by designing a test thai a 5
dm?m?me E;T!mmulum -
ing it bess dl ependent an external coachang,

CUET doesnTelismantle te federal char-
acter as claimed by the erinics — il recall-
brates it By inglading reginnal anguages.
CUET decenmalises wogess wehili mainiain-
ing a eommon evaluative baseiing, Whike
#arly bicou s ans inevirahle, thse chalienges
open the door m real inyprovernenes, such
B st cenires i rEmabe arrasand e
loved help for snadents with disabilitics. T
Aroarate meastre won T e this yeass ol

e [ N |

our. I s wihecher funice graduares reffecs a
SYEIE Ak prby vahioes inchision,

Adenowledging the arockety avdad By
shilting dates and delaved admassions 15
falr Howewer, in the conge of large-scale
rariunal gxams, pecagicnal rescheduling is
part ol operatiorial reality. Bather than dis-
rupng Dethi Liniversiog's acadernic calen-
dar, CUET s gradually inpeduecing a unified
Elirreline — sorveedhivg DU hat [ong eecded
alter years of calendar drilt, delpged resules
and Fragmented planning

“BAnp-up” reknds, far from being asign
ol syatem lailune, acrually recagniss the
real-lile messiness of stuclent £fsaites —
adalescents navigatng high-stakes dec-
digns deserve second chances, not rigid
deactliney, As far the scignde reams, the
reai question is whetber undergraduais
soierece edwcation has kepd pace with 3
dent pmbigion; CUFET may streamiine ac-
cess, but pevtstising chese disciplines calls
Tar betier labes, ins piresd) teachives and fresh
curricular chiniong. Sonve say OUET isdriv-
ing students Tosward private wniversibes
Perhaps a few students are making thar
shilt. A truby stroe pablic e rry £3s-
I won't coliapse under thas competi-
oo 10 vl adapl imwie s, and elevate the
| Basming edperiefce.

Sirengthening HTA'S foundstion meas
inwiesring In berter exam rech, harmonis-
ir*_l,min,liﬂl,'_i,l fimaelines, and wadening che
circke of aciess s sthedents Celling TUET &
digruption ewerlooks the magninade of
wihat it's managing — acnis mare than 250
ursiversiches. 13 languages, and lakhs of as-

piranis mangating maibiple :ul:frr'_:l ol
nackons, The sysiemn |5 evahving with cach
eyl tevaiand & minne regpongive and shich-
sive inission process, Admirteng B0 e
CENE EXITa Students to DU was a step re-
fuired oo ades sure m deserving steden
miissard aidamriggicn Cifics cveriook i o
ikai Endidm universiby chlendies wire neve;
synchronised. By making admissions fol-
owing a mational tivefine, CLET prosices
a5 oppEaruning o s ademe mobiliog and
eflicien] schwdualing.

Colleges shiftieg classes ootinedue o a
lack of Classrooim SPace [ periment with
Mzt chdinasany iwesdhels. w0 pierhan ps e sk
& bustl thiveg, The previgus DU Syiden priv-
lleged a fewr with high boarnd marks. RNow,
students from reral areas, eribal-diama-
Pl digicts andd g rmivend soheds dan
aeRes (e satve spportunily pool with a
natinnal entrance fest. The very idea ol a
*nermnaive” caemdad, “normsariee” wioik-
I, o “norrnatise™ admizsions mosdel i
Lrring challenged, and rightly so. Teaching
roles will nead redelinicion. Technalogy
wrlll hare oo Became am ally, OUET 2 ol
Pl 108 e miones revedling all the
Ehings wee've lovg pustponed (ixsng.

CUET chalienges ouidated assumprions
chat all Class X1 inarks oo my sl weghl,
I expases hidden dizparities and makes
spaace Tor a more lewel ek, Chabs, oulbaral

,and coecurTinular Activities ane inte-
arad 0 chi unisairaiy exiperienoe. Hormever,
cheir funcxioming, has abways had to naed-
gate scheduling chadenpes, aculty avail-
abaling, arsl Exaninacion pressures, CUET

ol G AR (hese caiTaines, The [dea
Alal CUET is fikierl poward TESE disean’s
Feald p 12 closer seruticg. CUET kas sub-
Fc-gpecific <isaices aligned m multiple
s ale sbieDi, nwaililngual pioeds, akl an
expandiag nerwarkal esi cencres. CUET is
evalving inbo o mee inckasive Vs,

At il ang T cdip i female poTidipa-
giom im DU eraicely o CUET oversamplilies
che isgise, I paired with clear infonnackon
Canpasgng i agpivaional digrces, CUET
can still become a powerful bridge for
wourg wiimen from small 1nws (o access
Bndia's beading wniversivies, CUET las i
Iy & (000 of peer-cepdrabizacion Misa
shared nanonal benchmank with space lor
reginnal languages and suipest riiling
The ilea o nermalising board scores
soandls reasorable on paper, The prooiem is
that na feemila hag cruly levelled dspaimis
EYFIRmE acrcd§ (he wede Chan B boards,
st 11 iEs o o e lum s, maris
ing leniency, and incemal polices

MTA U5 horesily cosnlimoding e papr
keak allegaticed and logistical hiccups. I is
waill king on saleguarding exam iniegriog
Serapping CUET due mobeatial hictaps vl
tie like zharadoning a natioal highway be-
Cancel thae TSt Tesa® B oo (e v e g n eve
CLET in'c judl an #dam; ii"s a shift from
Fragrnenied sccess o nadonal irclissian, it
mugh tabe o few years mosecile, B &k wie
B back o a sysem Chal e i exchisicns
e hinad Lo sl al Class X1 scoces?

Thewyiteria former chalrman, UGCang
Former UC, WL Yiews ore persanal o~

=t
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Why education must lead to
employment for women in India

and higher education, women's participa-

tion in the Indian workforce remains
alarmingly low. According to the Women
Empowerment Principles (WEP), female litera-
oy in Indis has crossed 77 per cent, and women
now account for 48 per cent of higher education
enrollment, Yet, the Female Labour Force
Participation Rate (FLFPR) stood at just 41.7 per
cent in 2023-24 — significantly below the glob-
al average, This stark disparity reveals a lr{ruhll;ﬁ
dizconnect between educational attainment a
actual employment outcomes

The issue lies in what happens after women
comprele thedr education, While colleges and wni-
versities proudly highlight rising female enroll-
ment, few track or support how many of these
women transition into formal jobs, entrepreneur-
ghip, or leadership roles. This eversight under-
mines the productive potential of nearly half the
country’s population.

According to WEP data, anly 20 per cent of
academically strong female graduales enter the
formal workforce or launch businesses. Clearly,
gualifications alone ase not enough — there lsa
pressing need for a more supportive ecosystem
to help women take the next step in their
professional journey.

One practical and impacthul selution
is to include a “comversion rate” —the
percentage of students, particularly
women, who transition from educa-
tion to employment or enireprenenr-
ship — as u critical parameter in the
Mational [nstitutional Kanking
Framewosk [(MIRF]. o

By integrating this inte Institution-
al rankings, celleges and universities
would be incentivised to move beyond
academics and focus on real-world
outcomes, Its not enough to admit
and educate women; instifutions must
also enable their success in the
workforce. i _

To bridge this transition gap, educational [nsti-
tutions must proactively offer structured carees
counseling, entrepreneurship Lraining, and men-

FONETRITIA.
mﬂ;ﬁﬁmﬁ development courses designed
specifically for women can help build confidence,
develop community-building skills, and nurture
ambition — EqulPPing}:hcm to take on impact-
es and inspire others.
mgﬁllmugh the E!LFPR has shown a slight uptick
in recent years, much of this growth comes MR
self-employment or unpald farnily work, cspec L
by in rural India. These forms of emnployment are
often unsustainable and do not guarantee finan-
ial i ndence.
UEIII“LT:}EE; zettings, while women held 31 per
cenn of entry-level jobs, their representation drops

Dl:al_:lite notable progress in female literacy

P

L

TRIPTI
SOMANI

dramatically to just 13 per cent in leaderahip roles.
This gender imbalance not only reflects ﬂe-l:LE-
rooted structural issues bul also poses s slgnifi-
cant roadblock to Indle's aspiration of becoming
a developed nation, or Viksit Bharat

Research shows that closing the gender gap in
employment could add up to $770 billlen to
India's GDP, significantly accelerating the coun:
try's progress tvward becoming a §5 trillion econ-
omy.

Ensuring equal workforce participation for
women is not just a meatter of fairmess — it 35 0
stralegic economic imperative. Its time for
accountability. Educational institutions must
take responsibility not just for diﬁrﬂ:s awarded,
but for the real-life outcomes of their graduates,

By incorporating conversion rates into NIRF
rankings, we can begin to reshape the higher edu
cation landscape inte one that actively empow-
ers women bo succesd in the workforoe, This is
not just a policy recommendation — it s a call
to action.

If institutions and authorities align their goals
with thiz vision, "women empowerment” will
maove from being a glogan to 8 measurable real-
ity. India’s economic engine can no longer afford

to run on half its potential. The journey
to incluzlve growth starts where careers
begin: in our colleges and universities.

Conclusion

[odia slands at & crltical juncture
where empowering women in the
wariforce is not just o mogal imper-
ative bl @ strafegic economic neces-
sity,

Desplie high literacy rates and
increasing female ensollment in high-
gr education, the low Female Labour
Force Participation Rate (FLFPR)
exposes 3 serious gap between educa-
tion and employability. Infroducing
“ onverslon rate” og 3 metric in the
Mational Institutional Ranking Framework
(MIRF) can held institutions accountable for
ensuring women fransition from classrooms 1o
:a.r;;?[fﬂing CRIEEr Wumnh.ng._enlmcpnneunhi.P
suppori, and leadership tralning, colleges can
hecome true catalysts of change.

Systainable sconomic growth, especially the
vigion of a $5 trillion economy and a "r'il;_mt
Bharat, depends on fully utilizing the patential
of fndias women. Elrul_ﬁ;LE this gap <0 add up
to $770 billien to India’s GDP. The time to act i
now — when wWe SmpdWer Women to lead, we y
empower [ndés 1 §ROW StTOngET, faster, and more
ecjuitably.

i wiileris foinder of Wamesn migtee.
Viaws expeeized @08 personal)

Biedya] 1
b -
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KAUSTUVMONI DAS

ith the: ripid sdemcement of
ryday Ives — wieiler ol widk,
at mome, o In e evolving ns-
mﬂlﬂ:ﬂa—“mﬂm—
ing significast Iramsfimiton, In onder o
Fresesp s it Thesses chianges, SC(REring -

" ap= shills has becomme Tos just important bt -

esseqral, ¢ For Ehi oL per gine-
abioe. Soling ds quickly hevoming e new
Terewsond, Geen a5 akey to saouring sustin-
ahle Evebhoods in 2o increasingly competi-
tive glotal job market.

“The re¥ey is hecomming clear acedemic
degress alone may nalonger be encugh, Tre
e bedongs those wha can combine for-
imied exducation with pracical, in-demeasd skils.
Soon, taving & digres withour s nelevant skl
sk ey nod s Che dmtended purpese, &
pecially whon it conmee to emplospabiity and
carieer growt i, Tostay nelevant aod repibest
in the Se of lechnclogicl disrupeion, the
yoh st st Coninucts earming nd
sholl deveElopmesi 1

Keeping in rnd the pverall develipment
ol yposuh with the pas ge of tme, the Unsted
Watinns General Assembly desygnabed fuly
1% a5 Pield Youth Skils Day (IWYSD) start:
ing im 2(F14. Each year, the day is cheerved
with & specific theme, ing lobad K
edviiras And acinn aomss vanods phifoons.
T year, thi LINESOD-UNEWVOC [nberns-
tinal Cenere for Techncal and Vocatiosl
Edvaaticn and Traning [TVET) cilehrated
WYED under the teme "Fouth Empows-
srent Theaugh Aland Dhgiial Sle, Eeholng
whits theme, Inds hos absl commemogmied
thies ey by resfirming @5 commliment wo
woalh devikpment. The Gantsy comtiees
e e &1 skl breifding e LEatives, e
privg o e w el sening
Fuully by re - ishding,
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Youth, skilling and employability

Equipping #I*E'j'mm with ti-demand skills ts the cornersione of emplovability,
sustainable development, and India's transformation into a future-ready economny.

hﬁsﬁ\tﬁ]md]hﬁﬂmmﬂ
% of it Erparianee in engag: & mess-
gl soassions on emerging technologies
such ag artificial intelBgerce (AT) and digeal
siliing. /s the gloked fob marker continues
£ evalve, these i & micked shik fowrds
thess new skill damains. Recognising g
transfrmmtion, the NITI Aayog bas also
ermpémsised the need for m-duprud.:ﬂ:'p-
tion of Al-driven tecimologies,
how theser aivancements-ane transitioning
effortsewvay from traditional jobs and toewinds
emerging livebhnode. This callafora renewead
frzs o comitinuous sHillng, innovation, and
enfrapreaeurship 1o ensune thet the woath
ane 0ot only job-ready T glso futurs-resdy

[heepite teeing o of (e PoRmgest ooiin-
Lebes by ape, 8 sygnliceen portion of bndla's
spongra A0 ook psady 0 pmbomoes the emerg-
ing skl tresede that sre crucisl for theiving in
the it job marked, Wik there mre some
emORTIEIng e — for instance, the Assam
Budget for FYT 20E5-26 ahows 3 nofatle de-
chmein the unemplovesent mie from 5% B
00 o T 5 in 2034 — 1ens TETaEs much
o b done.

Thes decline s undoutriedy 2 posite: di-
atorandseflacts the impact nfimifistees Hoe
the Aazam povernment’s drect recnuitment
rcearEses fng various jobs. Howinver the -
o plesure st presents challenpges. Many
et P umem pladed and g fareedbo

i o other Sistes oF couniTies insemeh
of liveliteood oppaundties.

H iz megansnt m recogmiss Tl goegm-
men jobE can ahsork ks Chan 1% of the
educatied yrueh population, This lemes 2 vast,
tedenneat, and potenigl-nich poomen of yuang
penple cutside the ot joh macket - aflen
iz b a Lok of resquingd shills or an pver-
dppenttnoe on The Do of SECunng a g
IR poesticn,

'E:h.mrl:ﬂ]:mmﬂ:flrﬂ:.‘:-ﬂ-
mcgraphis dvidend and make meaningful
mmwmumaﬁr
vel.amdm.mh}'ﬂm‘.' wmmw

orial acale. Skiling the youth 4 not jast an
EmpeyTESE A0 — % a
sregy, The St of IndEa depends o bow

efectively i oouip o wog popibsen et
-tz skyilks nesdied v B, inncvabe, el drive

exomorric growth,
Iris worth menticing sk Atbraniage As-
& 20 ke unboclond pumencas skl deel-

« opmErimeestmests, which ars sxpected to
sgnifizantly enbance the skill landscope in .

Jssarm over T Coming yedrs, IniSites such
& the estiHzhmest of & Sl Hub for Cher-
g3t Emplosirent anda Centre of Exceliencs
o Sermicnnchictor Technologywill playacru-
cinl ke i bonating the sidll sets of Assam's

yroali. Adksanligy Asgarn 2.0 slensarvedang -

wake-upcall for the Seate’s edusrtionand sidll
derw iRt Bechnrs, highilghimg the ogent
néad 10 B with mdn ey demands. [oves.
toes aneaneking a ehilked workforoe tooper-
B Ehitdr industil weats in SGcioes. such as
AN, AR preceaang inkrmation
technology and reaowsble ooo s, -

The Assam Chief Minister Bag alsa sc-
fnomihedped the importance of sidll deweliops
Eent w0 proade a shlled workforce for n-
westors i Chedr workslg e and woek stations
in e coming dey. AR the some Hrme, e
St LR L] o] ekl woa Kers Do Cnm-
tries litoe Japan end Singapore.

Soeme of te commenadabie efocts that de-
sorvn b b brgthbhied foo o ted o 6l g-
mificzmily tpadioren Che education sste md
ity kAl ik opmEn| eovoysem i e Siphe,
The poeeminerd e been actively imple
eatingra seres of skl cevelopnien initia-
lives, TResE prograiumes 2im e oquip the

yuuch with indesery-rebevant skilis, therehy
ezhancing thei emplopehilty

The inrtitves are heing suppotied thinugh
tth Serebodges dlicators aud Cenored fead-
g & ket mlesiomes m e oo
ey the bl < he S Dove-
cpmest Universiey at Mangalisd, Derrang,
which, dong with the Assam Sioll Develop.
(ITis), engoeermg oolleges, medicl a=d
TR gement matubons, and umiversSes, wil
play 2 prvotal mole in trining a friureceady
wariciorme

A nomble adrencement T e skl ecosys-
tem is the witasve by Pon 0T alemim 08e-
hEsb Skl Development Cenin: 4088
the Stars. Withan iovestint of R S0 crone
under & Public-Prevate ]‘ml:m-.ﬂq}iPF'ﬁ
mindel, these centmes prsmiss fueRanesd
EECETIET Sapport, thensby ensunng that sal
AT o Mea s 50 gl empluy e -

=

Miorenver, this inmoductiom of Ggial e
frurmmes like thi Arersrrbtar 5ialed Employ-
e Empicyier Mapping [ASEEM) is another
forvard-loaking measure. ASEEM aims w
comnect skilkdd individenls wirh prospective
employers, creating 4 sexnbess manch be.
rwen moirker demsead and warkonoe -

The empkags en sl developmens
theeaighs the Madonl Eduation Policy (NEE
A0 e creaal e Brdding the @ ledween
ehacrtion andemypovabiling By siigrangs skl
developrment with madio oood sendems G-

am, NEP wan helpyoung people g prscil,
malisiey-rebesant skils, kit o
vantpirbive in the job nacker. For this w
Boppln, L i essentidl o creahe pwaneness
'|"|'|'l'|.|-l shudenls dul éiaunige them m*;.n
i skl Annikding ki their segelar
AR parsiis T |'.~ iy II‘E'
"

sy —_
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Women, STEM careers and a more receptive industry

wery year an July 15, as we observe Wiorld
Youmh Skalls Day, we are reminded that
shills development is imdarsental o
reducing unemgknmment and promoting decent
work. Incdis Faces  eritical parados: 43% of Inda's
STEM pradustes are wamen, the highest

propartiog among mEjor economies flobaly, e, | EamlaFngh

wormsen ceplestnl only 27% of the STEM

warklionee, Mmiring women's sooess 10 career

appocnanites offered by che STEM secoor.
&ecording oo the Periodic Labour Force Burvey

farce participaton rate (FLFPE) has risen
4L7%, a rreaningfal pamp afer year
stagnatian. However, the incresse is sharper for
rural women (4T6%) than i drban areas (5. 4%),
reflercting barriers in formal emplogment,
wiirkpkaoe safety, and socheal emm;;ﬂu In
STEM, tlwe peradon i more pronoanced,
Scromding to the UNESDD Instnuce Sor Satistcs
{EIET), andy 31.5% of pescarchers workdwide e
wormeenl. This education-employment gap reflects
sysiemic barriers that indusmy s unsquely
poaitioned to address, The soonomic stakes are
dlean, Aooording o estimates by the MeKirsey

o partcipete in India's workdorce coald Boost

a 5% fesnale workforce participation rate could |
ebevate GOP growih by 1%,

| Workl Youth

Ciorvernment vising and STEM skilling ckills Dy i a
The Mew Education Policy (NEF) 2020 paved the | peminder tht
indusry 15 losing

! : ot by ot
(MnE) has inpegrated edocaion with skills [ vesting in
STEM careers for
Indasirial Training Instirutes (FiE5) and expanding India’s women

wary o higher retention and cppoctunities in the
Eelds of STEM. The nodal Minisery of Edweathon

devrlopmuent and life dkills waining. The
CAowerTume s renmeed focus on red i

B T Couinary
| Represeraaths, B a
Ll Wharran inicla ared

| - b5 apar of Team UK
(PLES) 202324, Indla's oweral female Liboor in Inaia

Antars Lakirl

s thee CArexciar, M €ran
Faumcaticn, Ask and
Ewrape, Wiman
Tex hnfogy ared The
o Fogndatio
foanys oo e pesding
- e aooes e STEM
Globa Insisute, erabling 68 million miooe women alicteimd

nz bl ch
Indtars GTF by up tn §700 billian by 2025, | i -ﬂ'.
Sienitarty, the Warld Bank saggrests that achioving |

HINDU (P-8), 15 JULY 2025

vocational sdlling bs bringing bigh-muality
pechnical echucation and rvining coees o Vilages
anad greall s, ercaring broackn access o
wourth seross maral india.

‘This progress aligns with the Prime Minksner's
wisian ol Wiksit Mhasal (o developed ndla,
ke wioien's ecsnoemic mobllicy fooms the
comarsiore of incuesse developmeni. The sham
of the gender budget in the poial patesal Rudge

| s inoressed From 6G.6% n 2002405 10 28% m

BOI5-15 wikh 14,45 lakh crore in aliocation iewand
gender-spechc programmes,

Further, the Ungon Budger 202536 inmodnced
e dm s fr WD EmITe[ETETS, nEy
Harioeal Sidll Training tnsdbomes, and investnsents
in echoobogy-driven skilfog, bndis's policy
Framewock, fram Skl ledia oo Digeal Indla, and
fromn “Tieti Rechan, Betd Padhao oo Pa
Wishwaksrma Yojana, has the right intent.
Hoswewer, government palicy alooe cannon Bidgr
the education-employment gap. industry musi
tracesfrrm front passive recnaier o acthve emabder
af wormen'y canter ansitons

Industry as the missing ik

indaestry plays o cxiieal role | ridging che gap
betweni akilimg and employment, especialy for
wonnen, Persisent soclal norms, swch s the
Esellief than “mechanical means mascuine” ar thin
“groting Isnv't for girls”, continae o create
{mvisthbe barriens for skdlled women entering
tacihmical Aekds. These stEreolypes are
wel-dooamenied in mudtiple sudies, inchading
thiose try the Workd Bank aed 1THESDO, which
highlight homr gendered penceqions o
women's pastcmtson in STEM and techmical
trades. Evidence also shoaws Chat woomen do not
leave STEM felds due bo a Jack of abilicy, mur
instead because wockplaces wne olten
ummwelcoming, fomilies bk pemreniss of career

cpportunities, anit roles remain deeply gendered.
Adclnessingg thse perceptions, alongside ensuring
woskplace safery, pquitabie pay, and suppact fuc
carmer fransitans relaed (o marriage, childbich,
and caregiving, s ey in unbocking the full
patential af the workfarce, )

Endli's privabe secor is ingreasingly slepplog
up, with may cnnprankes champrining
struiured meEnioring progranes,
midusrry-iinked ralmning iniGatiees and
parinerships with edicarional Instiukons W
create direct pathiays fiom classiooms b
careers, Tie quch inbrsthee ks the UH Women's
WeSTEM programme, beng implemented 6
wodiabaration with the Gowermments of Madhys
Pracesh amd Gujarst, and supporied by the
Micron Ferantation, THE programme prosides
acoess o kil and bridges the talent gap, By
engraire families and comnmaniny leaders,
onducting workplace safery seasions, ansd
introdisting wamen rale models in dassrozms
the programse recognises thae skill-bailding.
ricquings 8 Ahif in findsets o be efecie.

A hihee primat Sor indasiry leadership
Industry partmerships with educaionat "
irstibaticas, wenorship nerwor ke lnking
professionals with studenrs, snd workplce
pofcies thae accomemedage fife rarsibons and
ereune safety, can bridge the
educatior-empkmyment gap, The questian s no
whaztner Incia can afford o st in women's I
STEM caress. It is whether Indistey can afford
ne 1. By eduipping women anud gics with the
shills and training needed 1 sucoeed W STEM
figlde, we can create 3 mare nelusiee and robuase
soclery, When a woman sarms, bier vodoe amd
mpact echoes across dinmer fables, shop foers,
CodCy ricems and enre incusries. And bn tha
wike es the blueprinn of 2 fonare ﬂam'hrl,n:]ia.
g
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f ]
Pramit Bhattacharya

The possibilities and limits
of the Tamil Nadu model

revwing attenthon o b sharp differ-

enoes in incomes scross developing

couniries, the K ing econ-

enist Robert Lacae had suggested
thar v aheild see these differences as possi-
bBilities. *1s there same acticn & Zovermiment
of Indla could ke that would lead the
Endinn exomany e grow like Indoneskss o
Egypt's®" Lucas wrote in an oft-cited 1088
pager (the Indian economy was considersd
a glebal developmenital ggard then), "I so,
what, exactly? If not, what is it about the
‘nature of Indin’ that makes it sa® The conse
quences far human welsre imvalved in gues-
rione bike these are simply staggering: Onee
one Sl to think about theen, it 45 hard to
think abeut anythimg else”

Looking at the stark differences in
meomes and luamen devélopisent indicstors
acrass [Nk stales, simiar questions come
o mind; 15 there something that Uitar Pra-
desh could do o graw like Tamil Nadw or
Maharashiza? If so, what exactly? if not, why
nod? Such guestione have giined greater sali-
€N 45 intér-state dlsparities have widecned
i TeCen Years.

Some peonoenists and paolloy wonks sesm
(o bave foumid an ideal growth “madel” in (he
gtate of Tamil Nadu. Witk manofacmuring
ACPoLnTing lor o quartes of the siate’s poo-
nomEs GOl Tamil Nadu ks seen as a des
wersion of .Farmer chief econnmic
alisos Arvind Sobramanion bas argued dhat
thee Tamil Kachy miodel could be adopred by
other states w improve their industrial per
formanee, Venrure capitabist-torm ed-phdlar-
thropist Ashish Diswan has alo made simi-
lar ArFUments, praiging the role of the gtafe
govemment in hand-bolding new investors,

Compared to ciler industrislised states
sueh g Haryana or Maharashirs, Tamil
Mada has more impressive atainments in
hiealth and educational outcomes, That
Makes il mare artractive &5 4 developmental
model compared to either Kerals (which
lacks a modern industrial base) or Gujarat
(which has poaTer Bimen develop-
meni otonomist Prasah Bardhan
hﬂuw

What lies behind Tanail Nadu's develog-
miental Swecess? A part af the answer les in
the unlgue political economy of the swe,
The two major Dravidlan partiss share §
Codon heritags and have adopesd similar
pelicy &nsi:'u:na o0 key socio-sconemic
Emsuies. Both parties were bomn out of ap antl-
Brahminical movemens poing hack to the
British Faj. and have t b dimposier Lhe
Imterrnediate sastes (BCS). As some of these
commanities ransitiened [cam maditdonal
farmr-bassd activites e modern businesses,
they received bipansan support from the

COMPARED TO OTHER
INDUSTRIALISED STATES
SUCH AS HARYANA OR
MAHARASHTRA, TAMII,
NADLU HAS MORE
IMPRESSIVE ATTAINMENTS
IN HEALTH AND
EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES,

stale's politicians. Entreprencurs wore never
Seed a8 “ckass enemies” to bagin with, and
continue (o #npoy prester social legidmacy
than in many cther parts of the couniry.

Drrvidinm Idenlogaes sdvacated indistm-
alisation and modernisation al the sconomy
su that Tamil sociery could break free from
the shackies of caste-based cocupations and
hierarchical maditsons, economises Kalaiyas-
asan A and Vijayabazkar M wrote in their
302 boak, The Dravidian Model The Dravid-
uan ideologucs envisioned & d=macrataatian
of capitalist sctivities, and prometed the
interests of local businessmen, the duc
argue. The pro-business lt in the scate's pok
icy sance has endurmed despite 5 series of coe-
ruptinn scandals over the pass three decades,

Any stair-love] palicymnaker whi wishes to
emulate the Tamil Madw mode] most alse
rle its lemies, Cver the past decade. Tami
Madu's share in manidsenariog employment
has declined even ag those of other states
have increased. While the organised many-
Factaring sector has growm rapidiy, the unee-
ganised sechor séems to have lapguished.
Siree the anorpanised sctar emplows mare
pairple, the gains m employment have been
maich less impressive than the gains in man-
ufactiaring UL

Second, desplce the siae governmen s
slgnifieand investments in health and edaca
tieq, 3 proswing section of the state’s popula-
tican has been tuening to peivate educstianal
arul health care providers in search of homes
gualicy, as Kalalyarasan and Vijavabaskar
i

Thied, the 4tate government's OEC-
friendly [l in social pilicies seem 1o have
bemefiled some swh-Casues (i jolf} much
more than oifers. For instance, in 2007,
Tamil Nadu abalished the common epfrance
test (CET) fnr admissions do professicnal
colrses since it was desmed to Favour
soclaliy privileged commaunities fwhn could
alford private coaching). While the move
helped welen access re eehnical sducadon,
it 18 the betmes-ofl commnnities within OB s
that gabned mcar, a 2009 analysls by B Sriniv-
asan ursd N Haghumasty shomeel

Degpite 1hese lmbmdons, Thimil Nadu's
ernck recard in delivering inclushve groawth
réqiains berer than most other states, The
Eoacherts tabe affers usefl leasens for other
reglons

However, It may net be esasy 1o replicate
the Dravidian made] in oo, alnce that made)
resison an unikue demographic endaowiment.
Mest Tamnils belong to lower caste groups
and brence it has been relatively sy o balld
& consensUs i favouraf egalitarian policies
in the state Upper casles scoount for ondy 2%
ol Tamil Madu's population accoed lng o the
st Matioesl F:u:ncgr Health Surviy.

In sintes such as Uttar Fradosh — where
dpper castes peooual for nearly o fourth ol
ihe paplalation — the Deaddian model may
not be easy to implemend, Yer, il Utlar Pra-
diesh were to achibeve o {Tansil Madesnybe)
political consensue on seciv-econpmie
refirimg, it will fnd 10 easier to geserie
Inclusive grovich

Tl Bhyuiteckaryo s @ Cheaiigl hazed
Jonrmiien, The whews vapressod wre gurianuf,
wile
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Empowering
India’s Youth

To become a Viksit Bharat, empowering youth through skills is
not an option — it is a necessity that will make it happen
n India, we are at a very cruclal point i our demographic joumey.
' Right now, India has mare youth than elderly people, which means
the country has & sizable productive population — deemed necessary
for ushering in economic growth. Indeed, that is encouraging, but it is
also @ double-edged weapon. If the youth are nat provided with the right
kind of environment to grow and work, this energy I dissipated and can
sven lead to chags and confusion, which often resulls i violence, riating
and an increased crime rate, Thus, youth is an energy that needs to be
carefully hamessed and nurtured.

On July 15, the woeld marks Workd Youth Shills Day — a day dedicated
b celebrating the impartance of equipping young people with the skills
they need for amployment, entrepreneurship, and meaningful
partitipation in sechety. For India, 4 country where quer 60 per cent of
the population is under 35, the occasion camies deeper significance,
Today, the country has what economists eall a demographic dividend —
a once-in-a-generation opportnity to supercharge economic growh.
But this dividend is not automatic. It must be eamed, and that means
preparing young people with the skills that align with bomomraw's jobs,
Unfortunately, a racent Government study revealed a worrying iap: onky
47 per cent of schoals offer skil-based courses, and just 23 per cent of
students participate in them. The skilks gap is especially wide in rural
areas and among disadvantaged groups.

To create a future-ready workforce, the Indian Government has
laurched several major ekill development initiatives. The Skill India
Mission servies a5 an umbralla programme affering training across
diverse domains, PMEVY provides free, industry-aligned training with
certification and job support. SANKALP and STRIVE, backed by the
World Bank, focus on modemising [Tis and improving lncal skill delivery.
Thee PM ¥lshwakarma Yojana supports traditional artisans with tools,
training, credit, and market access. The Govemment has also deepened
coltabaration with industry and International badies. For instance, the
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has
partnered with Shell India to provide training in green energy and
sbectric vehicle (EV) maintenance. India Is also drafting a National Policy
for Skill Develapment and Entrépreneurship (2025-2035) to bring
coherence and long-term vision to these diverse Initiatives. The Naticnal
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has made a bold attempt to dismantle the
wall between academic and vocational leaming, These schemes and
initiatives, though impressive, still lag behind the requirements.
Besides, the Implemantation of many of these schemes leaves much to
be desired. Warld Youth Skills Day reminds us that skilks are the new
curmmency In an econoiry diiven by innovation, autemation, and global
integration. For India, thls day is not just about commemarating a UN
resolution — It ks about recommitting to a national missian.

However, challenges nemain. There is a need for bedter trainers, real-

time data on market demand, and mose Inclusine access to tralning -
eapockally far woman and rural youth. India‘s yosng populotion is 1t

greatest strength — and it5 groatest respansiblfity. Wodd Youth Skills
Day is a moment to reflect an how far we have come and how much

further we must go. AL
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Courses That Don’t Matter, Graduates Whom No One Wants

Almost 20mn college-goers study subjects irrelevant to their future, delinked from what
employers demand. They should be taught useful trades in training institutes

Einay Panda

Imedia at Imdependence enviskoned &
wital qode [ior hsgher ediscational insti-
tutines (HELS), eépecially in sclence &
1l HEIs were to impert practcal
ekllls, et knowladgs, snd Baild
- charaoier Elght decades on, weneed o
balznes bitwesn dication (knowledpe) and training
(akillsh In e HET acos yaam

Training in practicol skila saciores ooslaysen
Academic alone may be msuffclent foe
several tasks, Yes, medicine, engmesring. experimental
poiemoies regialee years of experience, practsoal sheills,
ard theorstia] knowledge to perform the job. But
pniteide of technlcal instiubes, do any HEI: in [ndin
taach sk ills that saca e koha?

Appresticeship Linnevation| The question is whether
callage or univarelty i& necersary o galn practical
SkLls. Thoss Wwha hiilt (he Kopacek gin tsmple o
the utah Minar in Delhl or the Taj Mahal in Agra,
did pot ettend crganisad learning cantees O ni-
vorsities. How did ooy build thess wordees with
mathematleal apd grometrizal preclsion withen
attending unnsrsity? Hoecawsa thay had honad thalr
ckills to the highest level throngh years of peactics
ond apprentceship.

[t's a mixiake 1o think that the roleal modern HEls
in techimical and scieniffic fislds is to teach omly
praciical skills Umne can aoquices these by working
with an expert. What HEIE nesd to pucture i the
imagination and appedibs for innevations. HELs need
ta feach stodemts bo imneaste new technigess and
muaterials through research and take them to scale, A4
madern university (Bs mael each bo innevade and
combine skills wiih sals

China has shown the world thai when peeciical
shill soguisition is madchad with scabs, & couniyy &an
Sl mare than €5, 000 km of hlgh-gpaed rall infira o
Jess than 20 wears, BRlzearp ok, nat collage dagraes,
Howwyer when madched with seale, skilks can il
makions qubokls

Wikt pabis misied | 1n education in HEIs for non-techmboalt
aubjests, nowledge creation comes o the forsfronot
Eur knowladps alomss has few b, Skille requirsd for
emploFmant b voe-dechrical Belde - such a8 a shop
EnAnager, o trallie cap, or s higreguctal —abelaarned an
fhee30'h, nod taught 1o our FEETS,

Mo single HET can teach such diverse sirills under
any single carricalus, Sure, the college sxparinncn
may be kelpfal for some, Suc is 11 the bast and neast

£

efficient path toward getiing o job? Wonbd it not he
better 1 future sdminisirative officers and traffic
Ingpeotors wearsgeleoted after hiph scheool and entered
a multi-year specialived college similar to Maticnal
Defence Acsdeny® NI teaches peneral amd puhlic
#lminisiration, Aw and ocder law enforcemert,
Minaneca, the Constilutbon, znd iraflic law, amungothape
ralavant enhjacde

g iy bt 5 By B Wbtk | Clossto % of 1Indaa's 34
aludanta serollsd in undergraduaie degros coursag
ey el uap 10 jobs unrelated o what they stody in

pollege or umiversity ‘That's nearly 23mo studving
subjects treelevant to thedr fubars, 1= this ool a wasieol
natianal rescarees?

Griesdian is; What gropertion al ouwr HEIR ghould
acusan daaching practical skilisasd kow many sheuld
enneen irale ofn crasting mowiadge? In Ill?d-ll-"m'_l o siCiis
and krowledge, good character is pszemiial in every
profsaion. CharssacbalBling must be an inbesant
partol cvery HEL

HEIx that create knowlesdgn giee clse in thinkers and
shodald not be evaluated on the mumber of {obsthey creaks.
This ghiuld e resepved for speciaiized HEL: - englness-
ring medical, or echaical collepes fnd polylechnic

Ealamced approach | Suekking the rlghl Balanste can b
achilaved by redizcing the nambar of HERR and shidents
trained bn sobjecks wneelabed fo opecifie sl of joba
This would motbe retrograde- HETs ibst focus on keow-
ledge creation and quallsy sducation ke 1o condinoe
o Teooive genarcas, long-erm Ansncial suppert to
camtinun their msslon, albadt witha leasnar sirictigoe,
India has o creaie jobs o SuStAIn Ma ecobomic
promnth. Johlbess edurated youth pose ndisasber waiting
to happen. Courses ranging frosn 1-4 yoars ai raining
tenires ard colleges in practical subfects to train
plizmbers. masons, electrictansa, Arivecs, shop mamagers,
smd constrwction technlednng are the need of the hour,

Mind the mismatch | Armesican sconomist Hryan
in The Cose Ageiest Bduvanion: Why the Educerion
Syatern ina Wicate of Time and Money, argaes thed higher
afneation has an insignificant effect on lmproving
Tiumam capital. He diaggests that most sopdends aktend
college to ceriily conformity and intelligence. The
mﬂmmimtm aducalion does ol
TUCE [ ot rmate ks e daf tra

sltudents ressive in our HEE. i i
_ HEIs sheaild mirrar o pyeamid structure — maore
institaticens offering sicll haged 68 bn ing at thebotenm,
followed by those that generate Knowledgs
education in the middie, and ressarch universisies a1
the vary top

Tt sarifer is0 projsese af S "E»'L-JI' VE
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moonshot moment

for research and innovation

spencing, despise belog the world's fifth-
etoaoany and a glotal Rt ko,
L lowess in the world. At
der (7%, of GOH, mur pational research and
develnpment spesed pes oot only in compan-
som with countrbes like the 15 (A5%) or
4275 b alsa with snaller eoroindes soch g
Kemrisn (54%) ami el (L2%]. This has el
A codtipermding effiect. it has enited car sjen-
Vil arnbision, discouraped pasent capital o
entering deep-tech, and left Indis oo olten o
tomsumer rasher tham a crestor of advanond

technciogs,

Against this backdrop, the prvernments
annaumcement of & 21 kb crore Aesearch,
Dh-ehpqmudtuuwﬂnnmnﬁtheh
baorth timely and mansformative. It s potost an
ELOnom imervention Butan insthational one.
Siructured the Anussmidhan Natinns)
Resesach Foandatinm [ANRF), the schise sk
i ecerect p deficitin bndia's nnovation eoneys-
berms. I i% a bobd signal of Ingent o
msove froms being 2 user ol Emparted
techinology in & nation that crestes
and m'un:lﬂlm 118 &wm, amd
evenbally, seports itto the werld -

The scheme to be implememing

nidks b long grapeled with an unesingoo-
l bl truch: Our research and development

TEMAInE

susty (e insservrtion pipeline. While the
T m represeT soene of our sroogest
reserch Do, they would beneds from dexpeer
Invesissent o reale their full potential 41he

tame tene, fhege 58 a0 0 epand
TESEETCh Sapndiy noEs A ([ Lrdver-
Elried and techmical Instibsies E}'E:m:-ru'gg

a
meore chustee and wellspporied scademic
reseagch errvirniienend India o yleck o

tin thatis i
v geagrmphicalby, insitutionally

Thie sascrmss of this approach i erident in
conmiries such as the U5 and , whire
deepaech instvation s underwriten by cooe
slstizit public Invesoment in academic
et i th ewchanisms for peam e
Uba.!nf:rh:hheprh:kl.e sector. The TS offers a
ca ing example shicigh the Defenss
Aubemeed Eumhﬁu_hm Ageney (Darpal,
which his tonsisteny backed high-risk, high-
revrard restireh in oondemie bnstibtons. Dver
thedecades, Daps has i
deveioping fen technologias, inclusd-

mﬂtlﬁmﬂm Vi aasistanits,

siealth akeral systems, of
which eegimatedas e 4y reseanch
progects In universities and later,
evilved inta world-changing mnmva-
ticos. This neoded shows how strategic

through a Specisl Purpoge Yehice pablie Bemdirgg, wiven pased with aca-
wil have cversight fromanempow.  FUNEL e o
etwd groan of sberetaries and will be Bahl unlnek b with Far-reach-

:hnlrﬂm.'mehm:hﬁjm:r[ﬁd}. -_—

The architecture sigmals not jus
sdminlscrative backing, but clear
il cwnership, ing that thisis eot
2 rodtine podicy misrore 4 Rational prinriy,
mﬁrﬁ!ﬂs emphasii on smrise s,
i anengy, chmate tach, pubogics,
u,;'h:l:ll:l is : Mﬂﬂﬂ%w i !r.'l'r|:|.|:'|..h.
ETHCA . To macimise

It et absas identfy aresc whens it has kot
stratesgic interest and astrong potensal oo led.
Ensgrineeh, Forr imustaece, the Oty s por
alsstrzct but deeply adosal. With more than
45% of India's workforee emploped inagrioul-
vue, targeted D in precisson farming, £i-
mair-resilient seeds, and Al-drives sapply
chains coam yield enommoos social and economic
dbvsdenida, In chean tsch, rather fhan
Rlobad models, Indis on Lsnd tn aress thet suit
18 owm realities, such ag deceniraliced solar,
Eigh-temperuiure grid stomge, or wastE-o-e0-
ergy snlmtons for perdarhan areas,

el abe by i structural advemisgr:
Ehatfew coumtries pessess at tha pamessile 4
Wmmwﬁlm
digital pubdc infrastriere steck. Aadbasy
LT1, Digilocker, MO, Avashman Blarat
Health Arcount [ASHA). Autooraned Perms-
rent Arndamic Acotont Regisry (AP AR) and
wihier platforms give Indian innrviors a home-
grow tegtoed that is mnmearched (n se and
roinplexity. Combiniod with ATnd bleckchain,
thads cm unbock immovations in finanetal incl-
siom, digitad hesdth, miro-cpedit, and publc @
vioe delivery. Ttis nokjust advantage it
a rechinnlogizal edize and must be reated as
suckin our pational RED priovites.

Startups will play & foundatienal role in real-
ngﬂmmﬂﬁﬁnmhﬂh}wa&nﬁmi
strong hase of deep-uch starhsps eerge asoss
ehnology and huslery innovation, amongst
others. Companies in these seciors have shirm
b Indian vemtumes can compete ghfllrlﬂg
while sciving Aeinety Indisn probiems, Wi
the sight suppart, this o gereraton of tech-
Evsloyg-ledd Starturpe can do fo sciene and engi-
peeTing what the previous wave did for ¢on-
samer internetand fintech.

Indis’s acadimic ecosyenem will be vital n

ing ecomamic and socieral Enpact.

“Ther scade of fanding i & poweriul
begnning The foous must mow shif
werld-chiss exeaition. Avmacting high-quality
seconchleve] fand mansgers with domaiz
ENpeTTiS and ervrepereuria] Instincts will be
eritical o eresring tat capital Disws iohe st
proeriterg ideas. A povernares frarmesoric thar
chapions transperency. iuly distursads, and
thealthyn 1 for viskowill enabie
o thirivi With the righi pecple and ProceRses in
Eln this Istiative =67 secve & & mode] Jor

ow! beoiid bl Investrment can eanslase inog
Mhmm:uﬂunqmbiuw.

Equally importantia the cppomunity iwalign
Iisefiar’s regulstogy and complisnce Inndscape
with s lnnugvation smbitions. By -
padtrways for [P peolection, s processes. kb
accesi, A6 international research collabara-
‘T, e o ST A esviTCIITR L wWere FaET-
ups il fessearch-intensive enterprises thrive.
Sznplifiing thest framewarks will smplifyche
impacrodthe BT schame

This irdtlshvo slao presencs o
Jor [eaclia's private sector, nonjust starTups, rut
family affices, femdarions, and COUpOGTRLES, b
‘e i natensl cipabiliey, The govwern-
i hae talen mmﬁmmmmm,
h::h.u:u]rru.ml.T matchit mnﬂtﬁmﬂsﬂm—
Tios, 2o rigk capiul, Public-privaee oo-funding
pladfurme and indusry-led RAD chusiers an

align effooes and multiply oucomes,

dia has meissed oriicsl momenis hefops -
the semicondnctin revobation of the 19905, the
carly years of industsial robotics, and the first
waveof AL The RO schisne bs & second chance,
Tz e, the wrgency b groater. Glohal
chaines are shltiery, Climabe mcines are shor-
tning, Tech dlsnuptions are accelemtisg, The
contries that bead i immorm on will shape the
Fubare rules of rade, seoaity, and ]

Themozeey has Bnallrarried. Wt we noad
now: i thaughthal fecus, mururing of e R&D
etngystem with instiutional sirergth and (-
Jectual sgiliy and above al,  loog-term wiew,
Thas wrill bea moulti -decadal endeawour. The T
lalths crome | o strong beginning,

Rl Beh i heea-foainderof Aue¥icior mnd
Tian Capsiral, Thy wius opresicd o periona.

werl g
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UHIEF SECRETARY
OF CHHATTISGAAH

It is perplaxing
te see finguistic
terslons surface
evenh in loday’s
Indlie when
flkrs from baoth
Balhywood and
Tedlywood are
daing roaring
business all aver
the counfry, and
fhe cuisines of
bath South
and Marth
heve beaeamea
aqually popular

oo Indla
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Tongues on Fire

The frequent language-related confrontations across India have reienited old tensions, raising concerns
ahout coexistence and national unity in a country known for ity rich linguistic and cultural diversity

he af lingisgic unrest
of the &% seems & haunt the
conniry onee again. Unlurts-
nately, thi baet friw montha hive
smen frediieal meidenis of vinknes in
Mahar wa sl Kagmartaka pver the
perceteed domintion of other hgaage
o e pegiarmal { a
siroag leelisg o mwideny’ versus tutnd-
eri. In February, lengioms moumied in
thas Helagedd rigrion, knaum for i moised
Fiteamwda and H“H"-q;u;uﬂ;l .
latior, revdtiog in viclent das rsninud
vandaliim. In Aprid, bwo wormen weps
askyeited in Thane foo mpe English
Lnizsd of Marathi LJI-TrI'!:ﬂ . & ErEt
shiog vendor in Mira Foad, Mumbal
widh alliggedly meanibed for not speak
ing i Marathi, and ey this momth,
ia migranl ssho-nckshaw driver In Fal-
ghar wis heaten for that he
wareld ooy speak in Hindl Simuasly,
= mveiinrs offics was vandalsed over
hix posg om K that Be weould not leazn
Tezarathi despite lhding tn Mumbad for 30
yrasy. Combmvensy when & lady
Hank Manager of 301 in the Chandapurs
lrnmech in Hengaluru refused o speal:
Famnads, STFing, “This is Irecks, [ won'
Mrdl. In mii&d'-t Kompada
‘rolests barned wolenl, widh
vamadals establishments for ret
ming Kannada prominenddy (at beast 60
pesr oo ol shgnage as man by b
Langoage evolved as & medium of
it el I|I'|'|i{||h:|'|'rl|] the wec-
Hitigsin @l $arions S0 ekl rl]'i;;iuug_ ard
pofitical ingtitttinns in the world. A lan-
guape sgrifer the unaque socio-od aral
iieniiry of people ina geegraphizal cn
rext with emotional overtores. Meverthe:
less, iim spite of te muressmg bgiopes
spoken in the woeld, poiitical and eoo-
eamicinstitutiens have ransgressed iin-
grakcic boondaries as bumans learnd 1o
Lo s Bearemeny witl mou o] nepect and
:uupeminrl Learsing 3 M.gu];z = an
aeses, for # witms aneds perapectzee and
izjrerot the doors bo varvs oppormnitiss
Huwewer, language has alaz beis @
i for vinkm dRations acmss the
wiseld, Por example, the 1953 Bengali
lanpeige Becvement « the intpao-
witan of Urdu in Bzt n |hodays
Bampladed ) culnvinared (& the 1971
an vh mdrpendescs s i
g arpaned 3 milien lves, In Turkep
the suppressian of the Kurdiah langu
AEpOREn by U5 per cenl of the popula-
i} bas fog e § ehonic coo
Sl Cwier SO0 (Faee. ara spoiken in
HIPI'I.. with Hausa, Yorota, and Igho
the majos pren fensinns hawe

led 10 perindic vielenge and athno-lin-

guilimiz 2laitees, like the Haa- Toauba
bensiong. The Bialras [pho secemsion
L1967=-1570}, which cansed | mikon
deaths, hied Begnilatic roots In Spaim,
Iengieng cxiv Bibwern Spomish | Castil
lan} s pegjored lanpuape e Catalke,
Basopee, and Galictan. The Catalan and
Basgpie migizig afien ik [l;q"l;l.gqlu;
awtansey; the Citalan independence
Eveineil s 2010 gai widespread vie-
berclashen In Conads, e Cuebe: pepe
aralis! manvyman| Jed in relerendums in
1980 and [E05, though vnlerce bea been
rare. In Belgium, the Dagch {Flemish,
&) per cent) versos Fremch {Walloon,
40 per cent) divkie s glaring beg persr-
ully peacedal,
I i peerpleninip B see Fopmstic len.
stons surfice even in poday’s when
films from both Bothywood sad Tolly-
wood are driieg recerin g Ba e all over
the coaniry, and the cuisines of batk
South and Morth have become agusly
popular acress Indie When e foonic
st Sholay' af the 705 mn for 2 year
in Madras (rodays Chesaad], o hupge fis
tollowing for Rapmikanth brcame evi-
dend eves in the northem Belly Fakebaii,
Furipa, KRR, = . have hecome bouse-
Bl msssacy it Borth. Today, cricket
hae bramecended hirguisiic boundaries
writh ployers el faros dirasen. Froem all
et e couiiry and the businesy pans
I crare, CIng Can go an ssinling -
cun sapesie of culniral and linguistc
wpntheni Betwoarn the Morth and South,
which t & ue Bimanpg far the iy of
Ieadia. A% {ha end ol the dag b ofl see o pe
kbl deswm s Vv dad Bow® spndrome
with sporadlc poebaiEs father than an

cuiright enfagosism amang, pesple on

Im,qur.}c lirese.
Flowever “When = Roeme, do s the
Eomensdo! they say X b iniriguing
people bing ina siate fee yean el 1o
speak the bocal language with the poople
of that state. But st e saeme time, acls
pf viclemoe and vandalism are equaly
reprehensile. A sessr of nis
alsn expecisd frum tha apgiators with
2 el lishmemds where the e
of Hisdi o Erglith m necemary, sock a
cenitral govemnmnt offives, the banjdng
szl hnspitality sechor, pestad depart-
menl, avisticn and mUEperl sdlon dlc
Rt;‘tcl for boced lu:ulupl and culture
Is an uncontpegmiszhle prmople. As far
45 panii b, svtilers ina stabe muse ey o
comemanicabe in the bocad languaje wilh
Ih:pa-iﬂll of that sgate. Relus] to do s
only peflesis jinemile chawvinism, For
exssgle, i wonld be rdlculous o imag-
ing Indians settled abroad iraisting on
speakdng anly in an Indian lanpasge with
peegzle i here—na less than eap
r:u;plr tn thiose commires b leaem sus
ndlan lan gesgey 1o communiests with
Inddians in their oum kind
Thee frusveers of the Consticetizn had
the: faresight bo vmalize lsgaisc dis-
gord In the codnis vand sccordingly pro-
whaledd foy' Lhe Eighth Scheciale o honour
linguistic diversing and Iy prevent ane
sirgle lunguzge frem dominating. Mindi
wan priven e st of ‘ofoial Lingsge"
1Al M) slnngsid: Englah, bui not oo
B ‘natiznal linguoge’ The o i liet in
1950 inchedid 14 languapes: Aisamese,
Bempeli, Ginjarasi, Plindi Kin bada, Kask-
mird, aligalam, Marathi, Orips (now

Cihal, I"l.q'd:ll.ﬂ.l'l.lﬁ'.rrL Larmil l'lll:g'l.l
wil Db Lanss, dhrangh emendmsnts
o the Conatinilion in 1963, 19932, and
)Y, r.ghl reore were addedt Sindhi,
Enrkanl, Manizord, Mepalk Besdo, Degr,
L}I:Jmlh mn:jm-:l.b—l making i o telul
af 22 repomal lan L]

.'..':r:l?r !.'ftnwsg.zgﬁ;. bl 5 spoken
by 5283 coore (43063 per cent), Bengali
by 5.7 croce (A03 per cent), Marathi by
E.3 croce {685 per ::nl:l.'lthliu by £.11
crare (6,70 per gent), whike other magor
L'.Ta 5 Ik Cigjarat L Timedl, Rannada,
Malapalars, snd Urdy are epakes bepen-
ple misging betwien 3 crone 4o & Cran
respecilvely, sach with dirimet culoral
Idenitics. As & cnunlerweigs] s the
riertiesical sivegth of Fiindi, the Fights
Eihtﬂ;l.tﬂ'ltﬁhdc Zifezen! regioml lan-

oy affical e in mmerk,
E:ﬁmu. _.l.l.ljil:il.r!r, uﬂmm (5
that & balance in maintzined BTONR all
lanpeages. The Schedule supports the
divekgrran! amd preserabon of the
lisiedd |lemgumpes through the promo-
lien ol lilerskare, edocabon, and offis
cial nm Fiowrver, promoting Hindi as
3 commea [agoage & & constimtional
directive (At 35L), B af courie nal
by impasition. We need coopesration and
carensis In this segand, s eppoied 1o
conironiation.

Whilever he Irippers be, it
15 updssiusne thal |$,| mﬂ“;{s ae
surbacing gpain ol 2 time when bred &
slrupplimg hard to sddress moore seri-
ous rues sech an poverty, k-
mexk, headcheare, imere -:hln?—m
b mentlon beeeiom, which iz uﬂ:ﬂ,ﬂ
our defiscs proparedness io the edje,
Mdorerviz i linpoistse 1enaiass peoant
Fray will haamiper gromih by Sepriving
people—and the sntire eoomomy—al
=onRomic ppportumilies. Migrant work-
£r, whosrnuggl: to make ends meet, com
b He unLr: wetime, IF nod adidresed
LIt cirne, s |'||1E|||5|,|,|_' lmms m
putentially endunges the natiomal J
wizach the Bramers of cur Constinitiog
labsornred bard to ez, 11 the respon-
wibility af all citieens 1o culifvare ood-
erance and extend conperalion b one
atvither irrespective of linguage, fath,
o oature ks Fer up to the intent of Arti-

cle 19, Politcal feaders dbaakl prefer

conetimuiinnal maifods o sddres eir
aenuinzrunzerne racher o play a
E'H'-l:.- Buirehy, e i BT st T i
Emrchill ¢ oo his rasciar rerarks
that "omee z o b e, Rewli-
arg will Gight mnunln-; el o
poser ared Enedin wall & Jos in pofiicnl
LI o

Famis i ol arg pevsonal

L . . o
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SATADAL BHATTACHARIEE

a rmﬂ[ruhﬂmlrmmrlm
Inlllil;l:!..qum podEcy axd lan-
punpe nduc nre kmportng
ani zensivve legues. In The reoed

st e deme ol leanndeg o nof lmm-
g three fangurges widir due Hatamal
Bt Pollcy [k reveas the cae-
e ol & sloiy debate in e county,

|iru-d'ln.l§.- redegaie ihe vse of English in
Hhe adminisaeshe e i Isgne-
ERocm of nom-exdmenoe, Ohen we Rear
rhetorio claiming chas Hizdl s the
‘national bmpoage’ of ouwr coaniny
s S tirorion, meewer sk hen.
evprus definliely ceenee an
nimesphere whaere peopie become
mmummm of Gmeghih a
N eiminlaimechee lang ':5 In [eedin:
'I'a'm-ﬂl:ul-l:l ity nion-1 tisadi speaking

Thic dehare ind the cecoglanny L

[T Illununelnmyhlzﬁ.g snmmuesiiem in [mdin wifl not ull:l

pakiical disensicos, isnpl geingioget  mai brem ithn dachmaiion of

ll.rl.l.l.l.l.ulnir_.' ity inadmenistraies use, becwese
ik b ¥ 85 by af Hindl n the ndticned

“..rl.lh‘f:f the root of the diap i i I i - it

wrmeand fhar smaiter. Tla un inda will - fuern ol odker | lan

ol the siin of Tamil Mada 1o inophe-
mant the three-lenguage fedesala
sprimgs froam a gisite Edasonable
ﬂurzmm thu e vl ultimacsky
e Exgglsih 10 @ positon of Bme-
EVENCE W [ewiam odficinl lan-
£ A1 the base of such apprehen-
st in a lack ol (o o the omosk af
peaple wha, helng [0 powar & the
Cen e, froores and |mplemem lngpils-
Ui pedigies scoording in thair awe
vigon and predibecion
Feople 2 Tamdl Madu mey notbe
i.rr-;ln: n hlml.:ri' 1hmi the apdiom of
ramin third lespuage May pam
d’IIWH.E!-ﬂ'I'I':H‘I.I.IJ emabishmene of
Hindh sa the cacal SaTinsm |ﬂ
Bar smzaiibusnsiss pe Slnee tha
istinLive mechinery of the Unidn
séemd elien to bn vacy asdently
fomisseil on opemETg, cppETanides in
ey ke mompize ol the Hind| lan-
u v thee chuniry, it
mapke rl:mﬁj_w manyihat iha thoee-
Iu:pm.,: Toommsls may with Ene lids
b an effective rﬂ.ﬂ‘ln nan-HizdS

- th Ttk l:l'ﬂH'I:l#E
That the Ly'1 Ha

T Cielhik El:dm & pereeaal rram
e B irwveeds promomng of sl
=g the hegemony al the Hisli Kirguags
i ek oan verEru Vo, S cegkaps,
isicn the fdnes or A m CET
rral slapsies Iremmed B |!r|E|Il|l g
pheased i Hindl 11 v iBiul joendder
dimrd iwhy i laiw oificlally weinen and
prabiliged @ Engish shoald bave s
rorra i Fnd i and anly s Hindi

For veary the Ceniral dae
Frﬂlnllrrh:nL-:n Formaby inamiag ils

ni-rl-nri--at Irridlul.mu. in Hind iesiesd
of Eaglish. 41 he Aatiesal leve thise &

[TLE S ] n s e vy
Irfdoncy a8 mnik which serves io

s ing Hideres In e
m Thiese e saump s galome in
iy i vesdhd pTimgs e s poe-
dicrsuch an evermplig:

&z for che educatiog policy i
fuEEan, e ﬂuuru:l]l-'}u.w
A chirlee i larn sy lenglige a5 &
eramd ll:l'%:l*l?i e Uil chieds s | maAELG
sidum—ar 118 modt oy thar sk
weitl] il y e Ty 20 pe N Lrimosans
e engagging et hers for mamy oiher
Tangueges scepi Mindd i addition o
Emglith and the kol lan -.‘]'.l.ru]]
im ihe caee al Tamil Madu),
meccimyy Hinds lesrning, thens ane '-!II'I!
el mbwiays e nabust cenmal lunds

Thinigs wirddl he heter I the Sinin
Gavermamess shogid have tha authenty
a5 well as rhe funds o dezide &nid
Imnpbameers what ciher | shoad
e daught = wcditien [0 paedoml
mani becal idam et English (7 ihe Ine-
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small yei significant maiter has
racenily ame up in rems wkich hee
2 bairing o the oo, Nopdts say
dhal B Lakshadwaesp siiinbsadon
in mpleseniing the current edoco
tion policdes. has recenaly deopped
el and Arabio froemi the sresd
curenlim i jhe sineeey wiand ped
s peplaied them wails Hindi 8aha
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ke may for e present
b Dl dmeri il ECCin L e (TR
16 Tracs b juiliclary, but (he lasue
persisn, I people speaking any
el lguage sermin a fear chal
admindsisativa and educasionad pali-
cien framesd by s riies akting e
amay from the ity iy
ssrfer D2 Rk sway the fecroer's Fin-
alip Bdipendence and buldioee a2
-:ull:unll variamioes in the coumity,
ch oppeehensiveness will be del:
.=ll.*ﬂ'=l- m che premmilon of sacial
oobiomtun In dhe navticn
fin i i of (51, the oelivre of
erngnning tuw gy ol epponal bin-
in ew = thm offi-
E&?ﬁ:ﬂ.hu :-.lryillf?ﬂvuhhwd
e aafaled of incldvity which aght
e have develaped in & plusalistic
demmncrcy ks Diars mrisch carlier. Had
I8 nor been so, e mamber of lan
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furthermore, do mot urdarstamd why
tn spite ol teing spoken axihe

m | oo
rJI;y'- durrl:ﬂn;n:..h.qrﬂhlnr-:nr
ma ae ellichl languige of S
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Hindl §s a mice languags asd
Peornillariey with dils lan pasge mea) oef-
miniy #nrkch one's Heracy e, A5 a

el bopainl franca Hindl sursly
plapan e imm pars of
o eourriry. Hui ghe ol al as

Puresnnd sdiministrative exd legal
lesgguinge in thee lesggth s braadeh of
Qur ceuntey 1s no kess important and
prodnable. India is o couniey of unliy
In dversicy as well e of dvecainy in
wminy. The English fanguage in 1lus
enried of OUr SOmpesise woeig-cul-
e Hfe and muldlacesed socio-podin
wal dyrambes Is a submbde comenting
apant thai can feeser unity in Indin
warreut kling diwe ey

Az English g practicolly equids.
BanL feam all indian langsges and i
& nobody's muibgr-aunguic on gur
#oil. 113 use B adndmsirmion, sspe-
chally i adminisivstive afaivs, deag
tuarew & neunradiny s hich veoeld putall
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PUrposes,
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" Give Ianguages room to coexist, flourish

The notion of linguistic ﬂt:-mmanr:e is flawed — it breeds division, resentrment and social fracture

sighaed at the latest npasge con-
trorversy; calling it & fresh irrtant,
1 reenindisd him sharply of Teahal

Indori's fine, "Husearey mocnh
meir, tumhon zubear feodi kai ™
(It's mot In my mouth that your
language dwells) I argaed that
the nofion af 2 =ngle natianal
language belonged 1o an caldal-
ed era — 10205 lo 19405, Today,
nsisting on Enpaistie drdloomily
feels gs obsolele a5 deiving &m
Ambassadar in theage of Tesla.

Higlorjeslly, languapes have
prodoundly  shaped  nakions,
Hernal Pasha modemised Tlirk-
igh, sotdifying Tudey's ldentity
&z distinet from iz Ottoman
past  Izmel  Brought  back
Hebeew, onoe cotilined 1o rell-
ghoes rituals, ind daily life, cre-
giing a =enoe of culftural pride
and unity, Yet, these suotesses
wieren't universal In Pakistan
when Mubammad Al Fmnah
sought lo impoge Urda & the
scle national language in 1348,
students at- Daccs Undversiby
flescely  opposed  iL Their
demmand for equal m&puﬂ_ﬂ
Bengali igniled the linga
natinpalien that eveniually
bérthed Bangladesh. Thisvividly
illustrates that linguistic irnposi-
ton parely achicwes wnity but
instead feels resstano.

Irdia, rich in Hrguistic divers-
ty; faced even greater complea:
ties at Independence. The
frarmers of our  Constifutbon
cedected  Hindi, crafied in
Derannguet scripé’ ty, Brinsh
srhodars at Fhrt William et
cutta, koplng it would uslfy the
natian. Bat resistanoe erupted
pocm thereafiern The stromgest
prolesis srgpbed in Tamil Nedu
in the 15880z, amd resstanee

prhoed soross several slales not
just inthe Soulh,

Pungah refecled Hindi, asseri-
ing ita righd 10use Purjsli m e
Gurmukhi soipl  After an
inlense  apiteticn.  Punjab
achirved ils sepambe Loguastic
Jd.u:.'h],ym]'}ﬁ-ﬁ. Sirnllarly, lnﬁ.st-

ing Chilisha's oultural =ulmum;|-'
Aagam's linguistic anedeties trg-
gered diola against perceived
Bangali sncroachmendt, Teaving
sears shill visibde in the stereatyp-
g of overy Benpali-speaking
Musim as Bangladeshi.

Thess dispubes underlice a
critical brutth: lamguage is deeply
tied to idenbty digmity and
pride, The Suprems, Court
recenily affirmed, “Language is
cialbure, Langusge is the yerd-
stick o measure the civifisa on-
al march of & community and its
people.,. itssariest and primary
purpese will always remain com-
maariication,” Language shiould
zervi a8 0 bridge, not a barmer
Ve, it often becomes a tool
msnipulited by political inber-
ests deeking dominsnce

Dgspite historeal leisoes, pen-
e nealiy; ine pificnl Epalse b -

eriforee Hikdl resurfaos, fpe -
cially in meomments of heigitened
natiomakizm. Polibcans some

times view language as an sagy
shortoul 1o national unity, oves-

loeicing the cumplex resalitiés ol

The push for linguistc
homogeneity ignores
the deeply emotional
& personal attachment
comimumnities have o
theirmother tongues.

PR R

Indis's mulislingual sociely But
Inidiz's undity thrves precissly
berausn ofits Hnguistic divenity,
re despite it Tmpasing Hindi
ke alenation, nol eobesion
The notim of Hnguistic domra-
nance is Fundamentally fawed
— it hresds division, resentement
and goclal fachare.
Teedz's Aigizal age, domdnated
by English, further tacsfonms

hnwdrnmuu Ihhe.hwﬂu:;:-s

easmm]furirﬂmtﬁm
almrrm:’.ﬂenm
[Buages, incantrast, have bevcoene
islapde of Jocalised expression,
In thiz mew landscape, demand-

O UGIT FOITHE DAY

mg Himd exchisivity 1 mnpraci-
cal and Erelmvant Lampuage
flesability, multilingual capabili-
e And openness are now pris
requisiles for global suceess and
Fvap domeslie harmen :
For instanoe, & Hindi-spealing
busmessman wWho maslers Chi-
nese or Fussian has enommogas
gickal adhvantapged. Can he reaks-
Ereally ireist thal meeryors with-
in Incha, whether i Kamstaka,
Tl Madu, Wesi Bengal or Par-
jab, must responid solely In Hin-
eli¥ Suich an insistenee woald miot
ooy hasen basiness inbereia bai
alen create unnecestary friction,
Effective comenumiration thves
o muainsl  understandimg,
respect, and lingruistic adapkakdl-
g, nik om forved uniformity,
Blorewrer,  the Suprerne
Courts  judgment Apeil
emphasized mulifingual coeds-
baps even our prejudices sgainst
& bnguage, have o be oours
IH-":'-L'-'!J-' and truthfully testod
agairat reality, which i the greal
diversity of our naion: Cur
strength can never be our weal-
Biese,” windle Justice Sudhanshia
Dhul-ui in T'Elr-.'-h-nﬁur e Maha
. A, o

fp= TRAPET T o T
humltﬂdﬂ.'ﬂ'ﬂ]‘h’ﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂh"'
puistic divererty, Socinl hsrmony
dizpeen s on respectingy this dver

mmiguppremﬂ-
Edurational sysbems shoald
alsn reflect  an Enclugsee

approsch, Linguistic education
shl;lu'ld.a::rn oot reerely ot prob-
cheney in a single national |an-
Fuage bt at nusthoring muaiEn
rispeel and appreciabting diverse
rltural heridages. Schook mus|
emphagiee Engaistee equshly
rather than superiority, Tt wowkd
fnster preater nabional indegra-
ton, cultusal appreciation and
nwial respect amomg citizms,
Hirthermore, Bopimges ame
mepeaitaries of history and ad-
traditions and perspectives. Sup-
pressing a language or chewaking
e gt e expenss of olbers des
em=ng these rich culbural rame-
tves. The push for Lnguiste
homogeniesty ignnmes the deaply
ermolionsl and peronal altack-
meent commmandties have to thadr
mdber ongues. L Esregands
{be= truth thad lanpusge is mors
thar just cormmitnication =it i
hestlage, ermotion ard jdentity
The solution Bes not in fomsing =
uniform language bus {n foslefg
& e ment where langumges
cin eoexist ard Gouzieh togethes
The challenge i b snrcumge lin:
Euistic harmony witheud deend-
iEmn = an gazet, Dol a proflen.
Az | firmdy told my colleague,
s o€ has the right o dctata
anpther person's language or
Tures {heir underslanding, e
Langasge dees not reside in o
moirth. The freedom to choose
oni's language B Rundamental,
reflecting individual and som-
mounity digrity. Respacting lin-
guistie autonomey fosters sodnl
eohesion, mmsbaal respec and
trae natioral urily:
hdja'smet{qj_rmm-_:es.[r.'i'-“-‘
diverse voicas harmomdse —
like the timeless “Miley ST
mierd fumdurm, " 3
Urdly 6’ wndfoemity; &5
and sregting & vebrand afional
gymnpkeny logether. True natinn-
alisen appreciates diversity end
gpaks saanath fecush Joo
limguistic diver=ly ool
a3 & challengs B unity but a5 e
Ereatest gtremgth, Algr all, b
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Al cannot enable a student to ‘see aworld in a grain of rice’

\ ff'fl
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Heed students’ distress calls

Every student in a Third World countrv carries on their shoulders

hopes and aspirations of not just themselves but of their family, too,

and in some cases, of their whole village and community. And that 1s
just one reason among many as to why a crime against such a person is a
crime against society and especially when it results in their lives being
snuffed out on campus. Yet instances of students committing suicide for
various reasons keep coming to light from various states with the numbers
in Odisha of late being unacceptably high.

The latest student to take her own life is a B. Ed. undergraduate in
Balasore. She committed self-immeolation. This is not only the darkest of
tragedies, but also a preventable one, for the young woman had complained
to the authorities about the harassment she had been subjected to by the
head of her department. She even mentioned that the man in question was
asking her for sexual favours, vet the authorities took no action. A couple
of Nepali students were found dead on campus in February and May this
yvear, while a girl and boy took the extreme step in April and earlier this
month, following ragging by seniors. .

There are laws to prevent ragging on campus; and then there are indeed
laws that seek to address sexual harassment in the workplace. However,
the events in Odisha are testimony to their ineffectiveness and/or tardy
implementation. The authorities and the agencies tasked to implement
them either take their jobs lightly or get mired in office politics and red
tape associated with law enforcement in this country. .

This must end. Laws to protect students from harassment and ragging on
campus must be made simple and accessible as easily as through a phone
call. There must be legislative and administrative oversight of the
arrangement at the highest level. We do not send our children to campuses
to pour kerosene on themselves and set themselves on fire. f¥ls
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Ginduslan Wimes

————  ESTABLISHED IN 1924 —

A wake-up call
from Odisha

The college student’s suicide underlines the
impaortance of empathy and a quick response

he death of a college student in Odisha after she

set herself on fire —over alleged sexual

harassment by her professor and the inaction

of the college admintstration — puts sexual.
violence on campuses in the spotlight yet again. Higher
education regulator UGC has announced a probe, and
the Oppasition in the state has called for a bamdh on
Thursday. Having failed to 2ct prompaly, the state
government and the college administradon must now
ensure that the probe is completed quickdy with due
rigour and accountability fixed for violadons and
lapses estabiished by the probe.

The tragic end to the young woman's life offers at
least two takeaways for the government, college
authorities, and society at large, on curbing sexual
violence One, complaints about harassment must be
heard with empathy and responded to immediately —
more soin places of learning that are viewed as
laboratories of societal change. The endency is often
for the authorities to back the feculty/staff member
facing allegations — from caste-related complainis o
seooal harassment— and silence the complainant A
thorough probe can ascertain or refute guilt, but the
complaint should be acted upon Immediately, and
necessary counsel provided to the complainant. The
process has been kaid out in several begal provisions on
sexual harassment, including the Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act. but their implementation is
often tardy — deliberate or otherwise —and
sometimes the response is even hostile. Timely
intervention can save lives, as the Odisha incident
shows — the young woman's act was undoubtedly one
of untold despair when reliel didn't seem fortheoming.

Second, the must between the student and the

. teacher is fraying for a hostof reasons. There s a

certain power dynamic embedded in this relatdonship,
as underlined by the MeToo list some vears ago. Hence,
clear red lines must be drawn so that people atone end

are aware of their rights and those at the other, of their
responsibilities. Most college students are fresh cut of
thedr teens, staying away from home, and emotionally

. vulnerable; guardrails are necessary so that this
situation is not exploited by faculty and other staff at
educational institutions. A bigier challenge is 1o
ensure that the trust between the faculty and the
studeént community on campuses is restored. \L ./
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APPOINTMENT By CHANCE

Assigning principals through a lottery will not reform Bihar's education system

SARTHAK BAGCHT

THIS NEWSPAPER HAS welcomed the e
af the lotiery system for the appoiniment
aif five college prinecipats in Patna Unbersity
[Ciravwing Loas!, IE, |uby 7 disagree with igs
argument that in a “syitem corroded by
nepatism, caste and political patronage,
FaMCATUER o iy be an ivipartial arbiner®,
Thie loctery system is, in Fcr an aobicary
solution [0 & Jorgstanding probidern of min-
radning quality checks in teadhers” recndic-
ment in BEhak. It & akin to fixing a broken
e with an ardinany band-aid,

The irregularities in teachers’ appaint-
meras, ciipled with delays in recnstment,
e dertied the credibility of Biharsalready
crumbling higher education system.
Ediication ard migration ﬁkﬂ' m‘r‘mdﬁ
ecape [he poverty frap in e stae,
teriaratian of higher educaticral instihasions,
therelode, rusrepemugf‘rﬂ!-s mmqﬁ
develppment rajectory. Insritufons
seerm b be completely umder the Sway ol ite
difiharifi Systemm, Sudents ans o knger -
pectad] o demand and expect good quality
erfucation a5 a matter af right, What Eihar
needs s [ransparéncy and structusal

The editariad b right in poonimg out
that for decades, *govemment sppaimiments
in Béhar, ircluding ifl (5 1nVETsILY SFEIETL
harve been Bostage i oromyism’, ButiLE mis-
placed in asserting that an arbitrary leftery is
the “negessany first step” towards refarm.

DEAR EDITOR,
I DISAGREE
A oolumin in which
readers tell us
whiy, when thisy differ
writh the elinorial
positons or news

ol

m\u:#
helodian Exprs

The system has led to bizarre
appointments like a
chemistry professor being
posted to head the ares and
history-oriented Pamna
Caollege, 2 history professor
being macde the head of the
Patna Science College, and a
muale history professor
appaodnted the principal of
the bagadh Mahila College.

Thee systern has led o BHzame appaine-
s e i dhemistny professor being posted
o head the arts ad history-criented Pama
College, 3 history professor Being made the
ezl il the Patra Science Coliege, and a make
Féstony profes sof appoint=d the principal of
the Magadh Mahiia Callege. Swch mis-
imalched 1 o at A e wihen
el SEE0E EVAMTIAENL T £ hdwn iiself ing-
pablecimesting the aspirations of lheyouth,
espetialy those related to higher educacion
Mostestimanes plice the eacher-m-shaderc
ratinin the smies instiues of bigher et
tion at around 130, I seseral postgraduate
i pantimets in State-ran collsges. them &
one ieacher for 200-350 sudents.

The difapidared stare of higher pduca-
Lion departments in Skabe-nm instnes like
it BM Mandal Universicy in Madbepura,
whege several depariments fiom the social
sriencey and nabural SCiEnces STEAmS M-
poartedly shane the same roorm, the delays
i Pl g neachiers, Thee SICEaap M tasgement
of mass recruitmert drives ard e oves-
crowsded chassrooms in codthing centres in
Palna, wWheie students froom all over the
Falm Converge ia learm viays of cracking en-
rrance examinations, have pashed the
stafe'd youlh (o 0w brimk The SLALE's fwa
imajor malrsream polifical parties, the R
and the JOLL bend bo mralk this sthuation for
paliical paireg — reCruitmest in educational

institutions, [ike povernment appaint-
ments, is a way of providing policical -
CTOMEEE Anid Exercizes in iti Mnire
than ane irvestigation by this newspaper
has shown = and the edinorial aba poing
@Ur— Chat these processes are hiased oo
wants wii-ormected candidams. A lottery
system, 2 the edbmral polois oo migke
Incresduce “an elemencol reurraling”. Bur i
righwful emphasis-on fimes: in meoicmen
procedures is considerably woxkened by
the editorial's epdorsement of & system
thars nally conlingent on dhance.

The Bihar governime n veuuld dowell in
Gacdoe i beal ot of the bowds off 15 counoer-
TS [ D sEates. Tamnil Maduw, for exam-
ple. basaTeacher Recruitment Board boap-
peint teachers o higher ediecacion
msnunes Maharashina is reporredly frame
ing a policy chat gives B per cent weigh
Tage to academic guality, research and
veaching and 20 per cent welghtage toon-
Camera Inerews i bring meme frani-
parency bo the reonstmens process, The ed-
Trorial underline s Tk nezd for “spenalissd
selection panels, independent oversight
=i, pubdicappoingree e reconds and ro-
tatinnal |eadersbap” in uture. Why not be-
gin work on char immediseh?

The wriner feaches polintal soierce
il atAlmedabad Uiersily
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‘Learning from Al

ol B8, B g

It is a Fact that despite countless experiments with various teaching
methods, no substitute approach has been able to complately replicate the

experience of sitting in front of an actual teacher in a physical classroom.
The close bond that develops between a teacher and a student during
classroom teaching is the primary cause of this. This connection is
Frequently silent and conveyed solely by eye contact. No other technigue
has been able to reproduce this relationship
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now a tool that

discriminate differently

SHIVANEHU K SRIVASTAVA
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MAINA SARMA

bz dhstinguishing mark of the laz-

er part of the 1k cenkury bo the

e s hisen wobstantial so-

enhe progress. The marvels

that charmed Francis Bacon's
mmzgmnation have héen fir eorpssed by
thiss thal are now commonplace 1o e
present-day child, Here we may ash ~ame
the ethical [ephicatons of conbemparary
wipenee different from chose in Bacos's
md? S0 Gras soienEhe frocedurs is con-
girmed. 188 chief mens is that it profects
the isvestigator from subjective infesc.
&5 1018 desgned to by bare the truth, The
=schentist has, and i expected 1o bave, coe
ifeal —thearetical mtcoality ar sSentsfic
progress - and ane loveTy: Sdelny (o sa-
enbfe method.

Howesver, comdinions bave changed presi-
1y oo A sigeeficant chamacteristic of res
cent scientific development is the speed
with which discovenies are put to practcal
i, Panher scientists now work on public
projects in sophisticabed and well-aquipped
lehemaronies with enarmous financal out-
Lays that interest politcizes and industral-
[p for Hair owm FeEsoms. Science and tech-
nology kave now became key Bcbors in
pawar srruggles berween specialinterest
groups n.al:iun;!ﬂ:.r:nd.bl!rre-eu power hlocs:
internaronally, Scientists are now deeply
inwalved in aconcmic competition, socal
plannimg, every field of engineering - in-
cluding penceic epgineeding - artifical in-
eiligence, cybersecurity, and melitary af-
Girs. The power of geience and technalogy
iz change the world has increased im-
mensely, Erhical oomgdermlons, buaman
rigns, and the public image of stence are,

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 18 JULY 2025

"Ethical neutrality in science

| Scientific power now permeates every sphere of life; without ethical
vigilance, its gifts can become instruments of harm.

thernedors, ciuses of increasing concem,
There i & greater need touphold coreval-
uirdand keep in mired gocial obectivies, hu-
manitanian persgectives, and higher puc-
posts, while keeping the noble urge for
cogmalive purity intact, Ethical neutmlity
acrass the whale reage of scence may liawe
been barmless in Bacon's time, hut il iz na
longer o [ is widely realized that scien-
tsts c@n no longor stand aside from e
mﬂ]ﬁﬂmmﬂimﬂm
fsans now placed in man's hesds by scien-
tific discoveries, I employed without etts-
i Eofoirh; may pn-:E a threat to Beisman
civilization as 3 whole, 1t3, therefore, is-
cambent opon the eclentis? fn ensore that,
i adence and technology progress, their
power is tempered by restrans and wis-
O 30 A8 bo encich baman life,

[z the= comntemparary world, in which e

" oetieal eclence tag resheped humaniiy's

pancepbion of the world and of himas des-
tiny, appied scienoe has beoome even mans
infoential, It i recopmsed a8 & posabis
instrumess of incalculebie evil. This possi-
hility Bens veceneed a gresd deal of stian o,
especially since the appli;tion of science
to warfare has reached 13 present diaboli-
il effidency. Theos, the president of the
Britich Associmion ke the Adwmncement
of Science, Sir Jasmh Stamp, once re-
msehed, i his presidential address, on the
results of scientahe ressanch: “Thees ee-
entific Endants, daly bornand left an wﬂ'g.
get mken mand vanoushy cined for, But on
ni Jemeeown prunncipdes, and with nodicections
irom the progenitors,.. These things just
kappen generiy umder the proit, and of
eorruimer's desing, in free compset bod, fe-

pardless of the worthineas of the new de-
sirne againat old, or of the shift of produc-
tiisn and therefire smployment, with ther
socizl consequences”, [ would pertaps oot
e improper in tam our attertion to Ein-
shein's LI better o Ridsevell, which pro-
wdes historical evidence of how Both e
soientist and seientific work hove despso-
cip-palitical ad etincsl pnglicabions, An
wiportant josspe from the latter reads as
follows: “The slement uraréum may be
rurned o an IMpCEtant soEs of snergy
in this immedate fitime, Certain aspects of
the silsation seem to ol for witcbfakess,
i, if meeremsry el cic action on the part of
tEe pdrministration, | beliew, therefere, that
it & my by bohiring b yoas elbestion the
Tolloreing Bty and recommendabon...”
The impact cf the lettes was 80 powerful
thad, on receiving (o on Ociober 11, 1839,
Rocseyoli marsediately gent &boisfaots on
Oetober 19, stading = " have found this dats
of sach importaner that | hase cormened &
Tasaid] o ting of e bt of the Buiean of
Standards and 0 chosen represenistive of
the fammy and Blavy o ikocougdly invest-
gt Uhe gl les of four suggeston re-
garding the slement of urnium.” Scon sf-
terwards, &0 Elvieary comontbes was
formed; Emstem also bad informal contacs
with the colmmities, tkough he was not a
member. Einstein, however, was not per-
sonstly Imeoived m any ressanch regdnng
thee nge of uranium, whick finally ks 0 ihe
irmvenitsoe of the atom bamb. Heweser, he
wie abockod tobear the news that an alom
bomb had been dropped on Biroshima and
underwent menta) ggoay, 35 it was he who
bod first suggested the manter io Rooseveli,

S —

A complete divorce of soence from eth-
{cal eoneerm s alsn pot possible from a pey-
chalogiial potet of view:, B isa hasic Bt of
experience that a man of science and a se-
railbesd man of the commonplace are not tes
s puarate eniphes, These who Lonsder them-
zelves scientists regularty apply mocal ard
spiritmal walues in their family, social ard
givie |, Hioweves, whin peofie cann: fod
hirmony between the different roles they
play, they bexd to compartreentalize thair
lives inta sy ek secties. The
Tt ef comparimenalising our consom:s-
ness in this way is dangerous hecuse a
peraom cas uss it v Justity a ack of values
10 edher areas of Tife oz well, Thus, though
ethical neutrality may bean indispensahie
aim for sciemtific ressanchem, for the whils
feeraim, 1L is unnstural.

The soco-ethical problems resulting
froam the: widke dasemmmibon of soenilic
bmermled g are peculiarly dfSeele What
Erarmanity will do with the enommous pow
75 soienoe has put fnbs its Bands 12 proba-
Ty e of thes renett vital and alarming prot-
Jems of thee present time, Humaginy some
timwes 20ems ineapsble of using some o
scienie"s best gifts wisely, justas achid 5
incapabie of using & shars keile,

Under sech circumstances, roduss et
il frameworks aro esscrial, and o mst
e emplassed that scesce i aferdll 4
toel; scientists and socieny & lrge bave
ress potss by ba guide (he wise applicanon
of sciemtifc kmowiedpe, ensuring that
Bligra willh sodetal valeed aad promodes
humam well-being

{The vt f d referd Associst Prifiasos

Duptar Phitosapiy, B S Collg) |
e | v e
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Mothertongu
matters

S0 AL SUDARSHANA

mement [say, “Moth-
er tomgne must be the
mediam of nstrection
im 2ehools,” my fellow Kanna-
s activists respond, “That's
achoged chapeer. Lt us move
on.” Their stance is baged oo
asu Ciomrt of India rul-
iy, which Tl that the medi-
um of instroction for a chilid is
the right of the paremt(s).
While this debate has coo-
timwed ripht from the time af
i e, the New Ed-
ucation Policy {WEF) 2020,
imtroduced under the Madi
government, has reignited
imterestin the issue
Om May 22, 2025, the
Ceniral Board of Secondary
Education (CESE) ksmued a
clrcular directing all affiliat-
e schoals to implement the
mother conguse s the muediiim
af instruction for all children
aped three o cight—thar iz,
from preschoal up to Chass
2, the so-called foundatianal
gtage, The board specified
thyarthe mediwm efinstrocion
st b= the home language,
mather longue, ar the Bn-
guage famniliar co the child in
ins eTTvirCIUmERTEn ali schiools.
This darective is F‘Uuﬂﬁhﬂ
in sound pedagogical prin-
cipless chikdren acipalre now
knowledge, develop phono-
ligical EWATEnEsE, anid build
kaaie munber ﬂeedf;:ﬂl na
mﬁ thiy ady ander
stars. T he medium ol nsoruc-
ting in “hucﬁl.;“&!{ heﬂ;
o ows
mlﬁ. which implies
it st e the mﬁﬂmﬂﬁ
The NEP 2050 alsoina=ts
thiis rrust coptinee untl the
child heotmes Elerace or pro-
flcient i the other Rageage.
This appears to be a daunt:
iﬂ;nﬂimcqunwlihﬂndu..
where & single clasiomom can
hive chibdren with multiple
motleer fongies. In such stu-
atings the policy suggssts that
e moet famalisr language o
the regiooal |

hngusgs shall be theme-
o nfhmnl-l:!'iun.!'rd::urh'

i

gys En;:ﬂshisnunh:mu:]‘l:r
pangue or the sate lamgumge
far any Indien,

A Sewryenrs agn, when snme
people argued hat Enghsh
wuﬂdmuﬂmrmﬁu‘. the
Supreme Court ruls that—

n

it for —
[ndlan can claim English as
thyer i ther Mg,

Spveral organisigines have
clled the CBSE'S mwove re-
gresajwe. They question its
feagabiliny, nsking, “Is it ven
possible to run & schogl with
prubriphe mediums of mstruc
ticm, given the diversity of
mathr tenguest They con:
dempthe circular asimpract-

ar the

cal and inssat tharan “English
Medliism™ & thee way forward. '

However, Anarag Behan
CED af the Azim Premijs
Foundation, has supporied
the CHSE directive. calling
itan educatianally sound step
in ki palwmn in Mine recent-
l{l- He eg that critics of

e s [Eve elther not read
the pokicy carefolly or have
Exdled 1o understand it in the
right spirit _

This, be says, is becawse
English i3 an alien lngoage
fur muoar Indian children. He

pretext of 8 rmatilingusl sim-
atiai af schoals. He |J_m sAYE
that it may nat be Fﬂ.mﬂﬂ]
feacibde to provide mothes
omgue instructson in all lan-
gungss for esch chikd; low-
ever, the sobution & provided
within the guidelines of the
GHSE dipecove. The langumages
afthestare where the schoel s
sinuted is the best language
2= the medivan of insmrucbon

Thislsnotealya commercislly
wiahlesodotan Bu is alsoedu-
eariomally sound. He explaing
tlsat whille the state lnguages
may not be &5 "nru.nJu:I
mdlser Tongiie, it s more f

mitiar than English for amy

child im [India.

Jepsorebs -+t
of instruction is grounded
in sound pedagogical
principles
R R 'S

Hegiee, CHFES mawe pro-
vides a way forwarnd 1o move
pway from meaninghess rofe
Learming ta meaningfal leamn:
ing for children in Indian
classronms. This provides 2
founation for lmming in the
primary years of schosaling
wilsfle stadents prepare for -
fure karning in Epglish.

BICERT hid published text-
hooks in Hindi and Urdu prr
or o CESE e chrcular gnd heid
e these Textbooks aailk
ble onlnein 22 nrherregtonal
lan % om their wehsite,

Mast children straggle 1o
read prwribein Englishe when
yoruvisicany English-mediam,
echool seross the country, they
fail to make meuning of asy
uung.mdm'mlmxhn-iq;
a5 o Eifeless endeavour, ks this
st we desire for our chil-
dren through the Enghish me
diumi | willl et youd g.:mlErlt-

dfresne, Pragaroga, Mysurd
Linferirg) 5:“|1mﬁ


Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-9), 18 JULY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDU (P-6), 18 JULY 2025

Flames of protest

The deralls of wes meming with Ghosh oy
Eoireran (3 o palics wafen diary, & meeeal
& 3l o e balare an FIL = regsinend Ac

| b o
| e Dt i yirmmta, THerS Wil ) pres e o

i L g ctier hsd wraghi le
bt ik = @ Gopusvide
1 e allcgeid

ording m e pobos, thay Gd not prooeed wilk | Meh gudre ar Didesersdan] K1

Fradging an PR m ke priss pad hee s dein

wordd v bersn Sy b, Sapeold rerdazemenr |

Ca of i codloiei $2 8 AaTaLRding e Hir
cheed ' chai b b e puoswet e bbcd By Dk of e
P ok THODS 1. ARSADIBSLE collages. BhTe,
Hexim p by o i ke 200y CmsgD CTANHER.
Bl e st od e v A, 107 QUENIZR PR,
el kel il gl BEwa thee norme s E

gy ey s Bk sy Lhal ) wRs

Arper ibe campinrd, e el e Saddiae s il B oo g Suber s charaiier & dif

singe the system

After 2 20 fearcid sl sot bumsel[abbass cn & coligge canpas in Oudisha du i algend Senls) ofjustice e o e
8 seuad hargsoent compint k] g by egedt, e ety (achioery sunurg e et T Prosident | Bewd o S, St abed e 3 wees” et | | Phrad i, & amcaey 1 be Bl apien

vical Lapc et by b b o what  rpcere. | DT A0 mumnie ol v 00 b, CEARAA
wisibed] the bl wiies the wiman wes on ventieor, stodenes prosesiecd and top dociors poid dose atention | [aseties or 2 et xis aees SR A R | s charging e HED arst zaking

40 s S el hart o o e ot e B shock, and e i o o Fikrwes

sl za Jubvl. | bevinre of Wi poser st bor 80 clssaares
i

s rk o chaild wred i erough o eoaerAsd b | o o ool ol o sl s nor scneped by

Foharyn wrond e el of seves] berues | ol The aonused ioeched seTadngd in b placs.”

FRETE el (O] POTT werhon. Sha Sakarrew’s dmiavabel slin poan o dhae Subu

B3 Tamer o cays- ub'eirase changes 13 tarling b B [Fe Her ebre besdy wan | i bes bl e Puapaiere i rids Rersocloraic | sl pursish ssbe for dlicplrany s oy
FroiET privcy] qein workd han urs “ amipped o bandign . Baas aresy I ghes et comply with hin dermands. rrakirgg e Sknd rageii (e dumracn o
vallad. A moctng wit Frokder n: by W the Persi d::'.,.,.uﬂw. T that paree Ay, chas gpaion o fha pradia de Eﬂmmwhmmmm
Moren. A phere call fom Lesderof fhe | Shefioh alion ipeoch &l warwepar, Whire the | Liliag o alnp coen Shhmrhl:hl:gn | it o the head )y A 10 e
Oppoaitrn b e Lok, Sebid e B v Gasd bl Bewe | gewon Pty sy of Wiaied . wad gradeardog. (Ra Ol dea Thiice ESprsiion MEndvkT #e | hew g oane of thi cammnecs recenreen -

BETE Pr bk freey Db Ol ded Bl R PN NEMinn Wis ois vbya the alegudon | I Edbsmaton Minoicr, aiwl 52 VIR bl | riasc wos fst Sabn celorn b bk
o ml:lﬂm Wil e of I'ﬁl]': g of eiarua] harsrmsery: ond tha crigiod considan -ﬁtmnmﬂmwnmmum Thar coranliaem keell wm sonviiuled ovel
A ki Wy s P Egdo el itk hair i ey b in bei abomdan. night, e THTERSn . The neres o e s
L 1 Mg rorchrkrg ket sperch, Bhe P sl or i iy 0o rlrs Sambin Hayak, an AIVF | s dhoos part aof the sl oo see J i, Alcs

b
e w-gjlmtﬂhm
Tk r ] m.:;. T oreem, | COPOSIOUEY | comied i vhit Lhe Barm Covies o e beipial. | swesbes Suanso's msms was wor on the et of | b ssr oy did pos e ey srsbor alieg o
gl sl el bl Ol crronned i- | e IOT wax LT ] el Harl Baba | uredems allgbls o ol Bt ol mresier e | che FOSH i andd cecesed e orerii o we 2
Lardvps b= hadat 13 Farnwhide Srraagern | ool anld L O, e ko) Rlecsion Ml | relessd o0 jusa 3 She bad bees reboing ol | proeisbons o | e

§1 b vilbge o6 cha barder beivom 04 | ghe jiad ivadias Hearealarthe Foe  av, ba sy, ching ooy e the el i Pl 14, Ll - Wi alon Tiwal
e Beryal F— wdera’s depumre, the hospinl besed o bulisla | kencr prograssoe b e i calboie, B s wll 10 B B s B L]
A hamudied hoticr have puues, g Oula, =3, dmaik o' gt wid i el 61 Raf grand pasen EHMH ke A B0 T BodL TIE G0
sl iy P sEae of [ Wiy b hi sely T s Ealeel oF o IO Ak, o whia of anc- | e w0 ba Apioanral, s piaha G

£

g, dermrmrred woreas af 20 | | Cumplalals aad digwers 1) Sybwwas sneadsans did oor go | disphy ramen arad phions sErber. G neos
I, ﬂrdt gl sockllined® | §revecling iz her lenise s D || Do 400, Ealling phwe oof (e 0N macked ik | Baarh of calame
weariang mrederd wd sl ke | ErehsaawT. Ghegh bier mid the nslh ther B fodl =

Anira changedy, 8 14 raddee, fud | woomrs

e | [ abbas an udy 2 on the presess of

= Falsj Wolen Gnenasers Colisg n Dals

v bl o et i e S Leer whiie i
oreanTed] o AlTvE Haekazesmar

e o [ e el mot knos o' i
readbe chet Cietion o ker vy, 3 gesiund
m,::' resermiad for e P ared Samcos. Her
ety spurkeid sdblompread pairage, raking quo-
orn alwb e dteers eficucy o efBcisl pad
e oo iplaa i of rewasd e e

Dizalh bns haapiml

Sewed on o Clik B e o pand of L hame,

iF randed by b aed onfaii flar fane, o

dup afies hin dinighibes s crwosiion, B Tt ay

anidi =540 i pore. T b g poiied off praac ™
He it ipEmies s lm.l'\dmﬂ'\ll-l-b“ﬂ-.

hiz mehiie phass mag. Fewnain « W

Vo wemrhs i @ ok lhmlﬂl':ﬁlﬂllh.

o gl o e e

v tha peeat s horags, oy
pars woudd wvvel 200 koo fram the Ve i=
ger. Oy fAFa, die Srae postrrredl, darried
gan dhe podides Biiout, deglyed m eighe-
T ] 1eam A e,
il b nuffased S0 burse. She GaE pEon i
weri i - The Chiel Miner ke o d B
w:nqknmmc-umnh-;nrll!:-ﬂ!;:
el i et

23] Hﬂ'}mlm.nmhwnnm
IS, he aradenr wing =l ikn Bmikirkd

R DAy el den.
O b 50, pEpsi i by AEVT members, e

LET T b, padl pardc pand m K #e
| ‘cles giruie Hﬁhﬂ'

s, Mk deimm (ke wighe ader 5
dend, whe did 231 et dhe sl snce cul-off,
xwﬂﬂdmlh Bl My 4 Ghmh

Ting 54 bavye o charcs b ippar ke o
&, she choee i purmes her corplant formsally.
=St Fedd s v e o o, Bt coies
3oy i MO e Bt o e oan] Benionme
h:‘t_luul_r.i.-:l oy kel iaeda” Babaimt

Y
Crhiandy i daipradad ad o bea priadpalagr
gt Thee dodinge bl rd regparad 2w

CMIErC i o (e ER

Burrmal nevecd
Upder e Sewil Harassrmens of Wiimen ) Wk

%, Probiks, wd Bedesal |

e ek

rrlasian « Frehdhirion, soed Bnasnal
o Srmasd Hopsvefd of 'Wemen Frsploes; Jra
Srnaiert i1 H ke Fobatadanal irara skiay
\iaors, T, erery sinan senk. 16 (o
nas am KT

The Tk ke caEonaeesal Galepes
wnbalin Liiod w100 &4d e s S0y 1o
g anal maicichhng HaT, Tl did 81 B o v
e reprorenbidbve aoel a8 e oyl b depoadeal

e
:
|

By il wiresded, Ghoo's wa mban bneo quas- |
o, & b Arvd comantions won kerred wrder de
Highery' Bfwulian Theparievoni, arad o probs by
the: Syiine Brawrih ok ondered. The Hsdseal
iy sy fF Wiaee jook I00 oru copmd-
e il B pioe aed Die Hational s Rgho
Cipipumd b sl b i iciporoe inom dhe Soue g §
weiTEniL The (dbha ITERATE BrrER L]
mmalu of 520 bakih o Bt Barcky

1 [ Ui Bty Uirngro and Eiju furoan !
1l dibserved Stote e baralae Fermar Chisl
Wila kit Fvoen Painik oskd e X, “Shae ol st
Wt e L bl b phyo el o, BE 1 e
il eros of o prvermene e thas stondoned bet
b1 It Fghi. Thib in irfredons] weswal - 3 5

T -

Pl il

Behxs Szhaapy's fber gue iy
plvase, b Lascer oF th Diggasicen (F it Lok @
Tabba sccwmid e AP gEaeeTieend of punking
T oo e Brink. = Thile fa mead 2 ki o by rrceder’

e, both ciica il vl Lie e hng.

s pra moil Bl Borm L e an July
I Fad spp=irdied mdcoml wciiiii on =e
e e o

rEpCTETRREMTE
Tiee Eilloing cwg fha rodbcadon wm e |

wied, with dw mzre o 3 rede mpE oo
i, rar ke e S worklag days, the
;n“ﬂ' ciaTdeTd dpade o thes wwTar, Bar

Pat, imacl e, ared chisey s, 3ed paiwed s

nq'm-:l{ilai‘\-

D Lk i, Sabaaya. with ooy AZeT
sremizara, e Bairoer Lk Biiba oo Pra-
CafrAarasg arel wphl fes fdervrdaa. The WP
Ly i maedbperarn tu b had gpodarn s fae

walice: ] the

Wlny e g e dakcd i, v

sy D " b Sosdebad an .

Danphch et o beges, ki ooy bobid camidbe
Ughr ore o i 1 PR Ty Siisgr e s dhoith, Wik
o s apare 5 bk Ber Tl o Rt e dificshi i
w, b @ wll L creered mio du recanis
deaih by micde

[N repe re 0 & Pooe guestion §a ke Oxdiaka
foremtly, e O aald T3 anadends Fad sakck
ok oan Tms b gavvmmeds aind foird
whool arsd colieged oM A0 ko Frenury
1:.55- farw -:-l'U'EEh-:rn e e kg
I FER el [somry, hazssrerne, et
nﬂﬁprnhhﬂnuh.

Y Fou o i diomos, phetee ol gk e
MNT Al ATRAN RN |

grosdazzl [fainm Chasan Mook A
il o dhirs Fs sopperd

P ————— e T e T
| o i i (e | € i b Bt e, Sl - MSrAALL RO

o i ke T e B chaighe ad ary dotghuer :
M

corciuded dul ibers w0 bk uf coed

b | iy TNt
“"l. o n b Vet
" - A A d b » i Ty
o H A o


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-6), 18 JULY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


T =1

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 18 JULY 2025

| DIS/AGREE
THEAEST OF g0TH SI0ES

Aweckly palaon, which offers st Ihb-mmmrhﬁmﬂmwh B afarmihe debagy

thase

L.’:mguage issue
18 a distraction

Ina country of vast linguistie diversity, should
Wi lve and work in other states leam the bocal language?

It masks a
deeper anxiety

L ic divislon
ME:I_F:_ have 2ot an alanming Language forms the husis of oukure
amountof airtime arsd wihile our and idesitity: Lurnpen politics aside
garbage—taden streets are sinking in the mansoan ;
woncems shodkl not bedismissed
Hind-redaen wheel bicwic ke =
vim by underrand e dita i il St pee ey docm ol e
mlﬂtﬂ-ﬂ nl|lIil:ldl.l. s
Bl o e O 3 R et ey o mm
L o
rik# b e PRI A TR ‘mﬂhmmrt :!:
i A L s e — Rooli o il -l polbeary
upped ..,.'w'"‘“"' AARAEH [ORHT ISl s 1
s e et b e, v scire “l'-im#b—uh
o e iapn ther L R T T e —
AT AL u ey . FOSTrr emmey ” R Al ki e e R
Mapaita than O Gt Vol —Terry Laghun [y
Hﬁlmm Eaty TRTITHE LAST ibocichd i i Bl b form ﬁ_-T‘ ; i Pt ot
i g Pl i el il o B ity B
o e 1 P T S i mmuiﬁdhﬂum‘“umﬂ :mm“.wm
m.’:amunlli:wl. W\E.ﬂl'l;ﬁf. R :nﬁ-ﬂﬂg’uh—b “m.bm — ::D—.h
WAL LW airry oty il o e [ Sy ey
m'--m:rﬂm— oy s Vs bl el ity T, ,__.-,;.." """"""*"“-__','ﬁ'_;;ﬁ
[ETe Tt e b bk e e Wt vaiodas ared A
MR pmgted Wi up. bn D diauring iy oo L ﬂ:-lu-#mﬂ-u .
d-hlhrmrT:z:m-:rtt. b r--::l:un ﬂ“;:fﬂ-m |
balbag b Ty IR P o Ty n amcbpdace ]
i dEdeny U s Sl pow Bbid Hisdl g bk TR Faliba & il o H..-TI bl VEA L e B
Fn e iz 5l p o] s cheminer [ 3 vl gesEom S
P U L adE bk b e Heed lspmaboeg - - Tl Sl i i i
E:lllr. Fory bobrnchrband s el ik o) i Tl e s e il lapuape o [apts sk s s .
AT E ot pan b Themreras L | Sl el v d i . g i
R Al il b B e E_lhrrrlﬂl'll?l'l‘ Waararding i et B Ly e
eriy g pobiicnl raTany B | g Lk RS R o Lk v B O L e il il ol s o S TR B
P g & MR bl i el el b, By a0 i i Wl ol o, i bt
arh giben” gk AN PO b o I e B st et L] o catn by o¥km Daglinh and rivn |
ipibainy I g o e e ool Rl i i
1a Linkedin Fehis — f:;m"h}h ke rmg it n. T o i B, P
Apuringhery OB EEag o B v iilswaniseribn  Toebbongian [ s e
P o poor  VERrEE Rt s oy Thep e mm ey (bt is i b e
lngrage ywa wadl e orheor Thae Sroey b Far Ve il britei, A facil - [ mrord beskiing ikl CHRL - palbiad i ke
e ol oy, Ther reewy dites i i o ek e il el il vl ek iy s Hir]
o el i i i ¥ 3l il ki, e i rany ol TRER e b
an finguinic prde. oF hl‘:"l’l‘i‘:‘h ihe aiain bk, tha " B wrinle | The
o b B il s Tesyare. ina iy saizil o kg, T oy
pn gErndregiend e gl gl s TR e W bl Rl A e LR St gt
B ity Eagb PO Mg potion e I W M s b i ol e
ey iadnry ek EaglE gy byl Ewh B wd e ool el cirkes Bo mﬂﬂ
s § scvanreslin Bamwy U wodldoioks s sy Brigier pnmllag e hnpaspodwakils 4
ler::l'll dm 3 miacesend in 1”@-?: T AR LS byjadn] Hosonr m“.. e
imackas. b rmih Koarming 4. L Vsl i ey e
abi, iRk E - Flioron e Thae TRAURINE . cleng e e
e, Ergmb b mpcpalie g el ki ap ey Oporaipavehl i
I ibe GEPUE Bl 1 EaEr b i g
i el apsge. & el W T pios
i el ol © LY - e L warh ) e ridichraesbioam, S Tk T macwr
eIl DA g e bsmen. Wierue e conisioed waliaedn. o o et pucalt et e T Rl ad s W
oot | ik, B ad anadi b ) ks bl ach saas Tt Ft k b i wcd by b
waadd b in M pd W=l ﬁfﬁ""mm rame chebierrs i FL v avsdabslig o i
i, kbl B | ey ey i v RALER bn e gL tmleibraams. g vl cacheany srveond, e e ke
iy ol ol ' L T (i -Flomy Ermh o e Pl vl nrns g i e W e = ST PP S TR RS R
ey ol FuL icEnTy b e wdy | dpaEpHL e 1= L gy Al LT e m o
b grivwlh ng alscanny i frenia Ve Uk bR o R i ok i, Mo cleam S .

P iu's. b e | el
L b el B & “roasn by
L. Bl baeally, Kagindi o 1w
pan el Ly migr S0 TS dra
ATEEEE 1hal Hirdi peghl Ci BT
Braws. porpaie i fal ap e el
i mﬂrm‘l[:#ﬂl EA®
B ol e i 1 R e
b i1 b prilenl T apaad
o ELIL R
i1 wa e pis wliERg
MM’:IMMNHJ

Enghishs vl b " dddamind 1o da 1
rm.:u.-mumm-:l
T T ik ed iy o=, a7t -
adppisgr brwaid lecrpgane o

L 1 - e S AT
Lot il 2. s i ey o, b 3
ol e

[IF] '-hl:ull FHiRin R e -
plamd @ apresricpadp fay e ms

LEE ol

L |

:'l'rr:mrii—_'\:mﬂ-
- e

ey

EE e P vy e Lonraage
P e i i ek, B e .
el g e o o e s o s
demgmdpler hn'\.rng'mrn

s il 4 L iy @ 1B e Il el Irmria s o L m ekl
iy e el e W e b ik g ; s
1 sk b sl ol ng 19 i A b b e ) vl g e B L e ooy TR - gl
il ey A o i i el el i, ] Bty eyl ey i e, il ey o il g o e Ly
= red m peAry e e bl en iy L3
b 0 B ol st e R mm.ﬂﬂrhﬁlml.l- B L I R e Tl ke
Tiazyr brgau b vt Fuins g 48 [ [ e ki ey el b
aacaing ewan ul an pre amd T ek A R T
praaibl, alide ok gabagi-lass dw e L - e o sdhen. Bt
wedtiim pekicg il merr s [ ] ST L] w3l
I T " E: +
D e bieswe. Padep M arrmideersy e e sl ""I'-" _lu-'l-lu—r—ll—”_,d
1
..o u aEs u


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 18 JULY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text


Design thinking, music therapy, cinema history...
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How autonomy

has freed colleges

to innovate

Freedom from university diktats is alluwlnq CAMPLUSES
ta catch up with the Bimes — updating curricula
and aligning education with global standards
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Mind the gap: India’s
learningwoes

'0 recent reports about school education in In-
dia present a bleak picture and show that invest-
ments made in the sector are not adequate to

achieve the country's stated objectives. The Ministry of
Educarion's PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan, which sur-
veyed 21,15,022 children of classes 3,6,and 9across 74,229
privateand governmentschoolsin 36 states and Union Ter-
ritories, reported poor outcomes across categories. The
performance of students in class Jwas better than the oth-
ers. But even in the best class, only 55% of the students
could arrange numbers upwards to 99 and downwards
again, and only 58% could do addition and subtraction of
two-digit numbers. In class §, 54% of the students could
not compare whole numbers and read large numbers. As
many as 43% did not understand the' meaning of the texts
theyread, and more than half of them did nat have asimple
kmowledge of mountains and rivers. |

The 2025 UNESCO Sustainable Development Goals-4
report has also said that there are critical gaps in foun- .
dational literacy and numeracy, teacher training, and
financing in India. It says that 21% of children in the 15-17
age group are out of school, and found that 60% of the
childrenwere below the benchmark
in any subject. There is a rural-ur-
ban divide and a persisting gender Reports
gap. Noneofthesefindingsarencw,  JRVMNTIIY
and every year, various surveys and :
studies point to the subpar stand- schooling
ards of our schools. The Pﬂﬂﬁ._[':'}l outcomes;
report says the performance varies  EETIYHITINY
from state to state. Punjab, Him-
achal Pradesh, and Kerala are the BULESUTR{TT
best performers. While Karnata- J{anE)
ka has done well to adopt modern problem areas
teaching methods, there are gaps
in outcomes and equity. The report
says the state should impart better .
training to teachers, address kammTi._gE.ﬂPﬁ mioreeffectively,
and expand infrastructur SEILNE.

Inﬁquate speridi ng-ﬁgnimiainﬁ the biggest hurdle for
education in India, The country allocates just above
4% of its GDP to education, thoygh the New Education
Policy (NEP) had seta goal of 6%. The ahselnce of trm.]:ed
teachersinschoolsisamajor problem. Sulficienteducation-
alinfrastructureis availableonlyina few pockets. Thereare
largevariationsin performance a:r{sss_mes!ams,whuc pov-
erty and backwardness stall reform in many parts of the
country. The PARAKH survey had a very large base, and
its findings reflect the poor state of education in the coun-
try. They reveal a distinet, worrying possibility of India '."I'jmi
tinuing to be home to a massive half-literate and unskille 5
population - Stronger interventions are IMperative, geaok
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“We will nurture excellence’
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GET, SET, PLAY

he playing field in India is set to

change. This month, the Union

cabinet approved the MNatiomal
Sports Policy 2025, which lays out an
ambitious five-pillar plan® to embed
sport at the heart of national devel-
opment. It has signalled a shift from
simply chasing medals to a broader,
more holistic, vision: Whers the erst-
while 2001 policy focused on talent
seouting and podiom finishes, the
new framework expands sport’s role
to five objectives: excellence on the
global stage, economic gml;-.lﬂL social
development, education, and mass
participation. The ambition is clear —

positioning sport as 4 public good in a

natiom where one in every two individ- |
uals has lifestyle disor-
ders owing to sedentary

tem that is modern, inclusive and stra-
tegic. The NSP 2025 also recognises
that sport can serve as diplomatic soft
power — Qatar spent billions on the
22 World Cup not just to entertain
foothall fans but to rebrand the cotn-
try’s international image. India's bid
to host the 2036 Qlympics hinges on
whether the coantry can create an eco-
eystem where sport can thrive soclally
and economically.

And yet, for all ite promise, the NS
m25 stumbles in familiar places, It fadls
to turn inclusion into law — mention
of women, persoms with disabilifies,
tribal communities, and underrepre-
sented groups runs through the docu-
ment bt there are no enforceable quo-

— mandated bench-

marks, or mechanisms

lives. That shift is both The new National  for acuul_.‘:ntahjlif:}'. wost
necessary and long  Sporls Policy seeks glaring ;5 the tu!a]ﬁab

rdue. In fact, areport sence of any mention
ﬁthe (rganisation for ,t"} trE.ﬂSfﬂI.T]l Spﬂl'[ of transgender and
Feonomic Co-operation  1NLO & Pllb]lﬂ gﬂ'ﬂd. non-hinary at'n.}etm.
and Development  But does it have ~ There is also the issue
shows that countries hat i eded t of governance India's
that have taken sport W 1506 : O national sports feder-
seripuslyssapartofed-  implementthis  ations — bureancratic
ucation, public health, vision? guagmires — remain

urban planning, and

riddled with contlict of

employment— Finland,

Japan, Australia, and the Netherlands
are examples — report hetter civic and
developmental outcomes.

The policy also views sport as an
economic engine, It points to the poten-
tial of job creation in coaching, sports
gciemce, broadcasting, apparel, event
management and so on, Globally, the
gports economy generates over $600 |
billionn annwxally, In India, it earns a
mere 0.1-0.8% of the gross domestic
product. Even moderate progress
could unlock thousands of crores in
value, The poliey encourages start-
ups, domestic manufacturing, CSR
Funding, and public-private partner-
anips and lewvs oul, at least n theory,
the groundwork for a sporting ecosys- |

interest, age fraud, dop-
ing, opaque selections, and entrenched
power structures, The policy affers 1it-
tle by way of structaral reform. Drafis
of a Mational Sports Governance Bill
o024 and a National Code for Good
Governance in Sports 2017 have exist-
ed for a while and the NSP 2025 would
have done well to push for these to be
passed. Despite 1ts vaulted ambitions,
thare are no clear targets, no imealines,
and no independent body to assess
progress. As usual, the gap betwean
vieion and implementation is where
India’s grand plan on sport may falter
The guestion I8 po longer whether

[ndia is ready te ploy. It is whether
lesclian 8 veody todo the worle that ploge

ing well demands. 19
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* KK Handiqu:

DEBA PRASAD MISRA

he extraordinary contributions of Professor Krish-
na Kanta Handiqui as an Indologist, Sanskrit schol-
ar, and visionary educator continue to resonate
across generations. As the founding Vice Chancel-
lor of Gauhati University and the founding Princi-
pal of Jagannath Barooah College, Jorhat, Professor Handiqu
shaped Assam’s academic landscape through his disciplined
pursuit of knowledge, wisdom, and unwavering dedication.
He was the eldest son of Danbir Radha Kanta Handiqui, a
reputed tea planter and philanthropist of Assam, His mother,
Narayam Handiqui, was the sister of one of g e
Assam's illustrious sons, Padmanath Gohain
Barua, the first president of the Asom Sahit-

ﬁﬁahm-Handiquiremivedhisﬁrhredum-_

Hon at Jorhat Government High School and &8
then at Cotton College, Guwahati. He ob- §
tained his BA with first-class honours from §
Sanskrit College m 1917 at the age of 19. In &8
1919, Handiqui received his MA in Sansknit
from Calcutta University with special papers
on Vedic literature. He then proceeded to o
England in 1920 and earned an MA withhon- &
ours in Modern History from Oxford Uni-
versity in 1923, ' ol

Dhring his seven-year stay in Europe,
Handigui spent four years in France and Germany. He stud-
ied and mastered many languages, including Latin, Greek,
French, German, Russian, Italian, and Spanish. While in Eu-
rape, he occasionally contributed significant articles in Assa-
mese to journals like Barnhi and Chelana. In 1927, Handiqu
returned to Assam with a large collection of books purchased
during his ime abroad. He then briefly managed the Bmily's
tea estate located at Tirual near Jorhat.

From 1930 to 1948, Handigu served as the founding Prin-
cipal of |B College, Jorhat - the first non-government college
in the State. From 1948 to 1957, he was the founding Vice
Chancellor of Gauhati University, the oldest university in the
Narth East, In 1952, he was elected President of the Inter-
University Board of India and also presided over the Vice
Chancellors’ Conference at Madras University. This illustri-
ous son of Assam was one of the world's greatest Indologists
and Sanskeit scholars. He was also a noted philanthropist and
polyglot. Three of his monumental works earned him global
recognition, The first was his English translation of the San-
skrit mahakavya Natsadhacharita by Sriharsa, published in
1934 - marking the first-ever translation of this epic - which

B
[ty

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 20 JULY 2025

Scholar extraordinaire

Frofessor Handigqui embodied an era of
sacrifice and devotion lo high principles.

brought Professor Handigui international fame. Yasatilaka
and mdion Cultwre, his second monumental work, earned
hm even greater promunénce, whle hus translaton of Pra-
varasend's Sefubandha, published by the Pralant Text Soci-
ety, 18 considered one of the Anest global achuevements in
the epic genre. :

Professor Handiqui's ife epitormised an era defined by
sacrifice, diligence, and devotion to high principles. Address-
ing young graduates at the irst convocanon of Gaubat Urni-
versity, he said, “I need not remind them of the nascent

smmmmm  Tesponsibilines and the great tradibion they

7 i  have to carry forward as worthy citizens of

§ India. They must remember that it is not

| degrees but character and purity of the heart

that wall entitle them to the dignity of man.

& Inaworld full of temptations, they have to

keap therr balance and resist the forces of
evil."

Justice SK Dutta, an educationist of re-
pute and close associate of Handigqus, aptly
remarked, “Handigu was on one hand a San-
skt pandit, and on the other an Oxdord dan.
There was a beautiful blend of oriental and
occidental culture in him."

He was elected President of the Asom
Sahitya Sabha in 1937 at the age of 39, and later, President of
the Classical Onental Conference in Lucknow in 1851 In
1951, he was elected General President of its Srinagar ses-
gion. He was awarded an honorary feliowship of Deccan
College, Pune, in 1968. He received honorary D Litt de-
grees from Gauhat University in 1968 and Dibrugarh Uni-
versity in 1972. In 1984, the Sahitya Akaderni Award was
confgrred on Professor Handigu posthumously, He was also
the first Sadashya Mahiyan of the Asom Sahitya Sabha - a
rare honotir bestmfmﬁ on scholars of exceptional merit.

Professor Handiqui always stressed the importance of
maral excellence. His legacy may be best summed up with
4 quole from Setubandha; “Rare are the honest pErsons
1""!1‘:' E“E}‘lﬂ}' achieve their tasks. Few also are the trees that
yield fruit without their flowering being noticed.”

This internationally acclaimed scholar passed away on
June7, 1982, The timeless works of this extragrdinary and
illustrious son of Assam will continue to inspire scholars and
readers worldwide,

(Preblished on the occasion of Professor Handigui's
1 A 127th birth anniversant)
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ilores mhoeald bz wEni by the Central
EnveEnEnEnl iresrucung, law enfisree-
mitns agenciss b A nlily, B,
rapar afd prosscule language-haved
hate crimes undier thi: new BRS poo.
vimion, Pabiscal disninaiing
lEnguiatic hllmhlt ke hald
secmiriabile endes the las,

The sdician cantol alford oo be
passive sither. Inactlen by them
woniikd it @ Nedlure of podicial sctiviem
High Crearts, endd iha Soprise Cours,
must take aus inale cognizance
witwmn pofelic o virl siasemants incie
hatzil Bawed om SBnguage or g
There shorad be pin Bsdnidonal mil-
erance forsuch waladons. A= the find
protecior kel guordian of e cans-
i, 5 il MLSTACT Tioa,

Inz a4 gl il
Uninn geversament shoi i conakker
immehing u Mmsiofad Linguise Har

to soft sedition?

muony Missan. peefesahiy In coned-
mackedn with the Miniscry of Bome
AEain ar the Minivky of Cullum, &
actively morémor ireerumis animosoy.
promDie mutozl respect through
vt Lk wnd educaTig, and che-
pir guilpiz whens it can et
e imEwct armoss lanpeage 4o
slina. The Hoame Minlscry shesald
jsmpe prablic adhenmi < thsi
verhal abiee and anbee ol anscks
hased om an wil b comeldenzd
& crime r ihe BNS. Linguisliz
Ememlsm can oo longer e ireaned
e ety @ calural congern. Ix must
be ientilied as 3 genuing 1isemi 1o
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L i v clecur thad in U Bl
lie of I=aia. no one |5 3 second-rlass
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forcing samezess. bui Srom amimac-
krrg ifference, From Kalidais aed
Tagone by Bharasi and Premchand,
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el oo, il SpokE 10 (5 Sime
soil. Indln does mad nesd a lingua
franca; (t needs a lingaa familia,
whewe each kingoage & celehraced
witheal any hiemrchy. This b nini
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College Cruelties

Another student suicide, another post-mortem.
Systemic deafness to student complaints lives on

n the heels of the terrible self-immolation by a 20-year-old
O college student in Odisha, has come the alleged suicide of a
2l-year-old medical student in Greater Noida. Among the
common factors in the two cases, the parents say their child had been
put under extreme stress through targeted harassment by faculty
Complaints to other faculty hadn’t brought any relief. There are also
letters. In the Odisha case, it seems fellow students were mobilised
to support the faculty member and isolate the complainant. In the
Greater Noida case, there is reportedly a suicide note naming
professors for harassment and humiliation. Structurally, higher ed
provides faculty with enormous power over students — from shaping
ideas to careers. But the corresponding safety mechanism that's

critical tomaintaining the health of such a system, looks broken.
In March, when the Supreme Court set up a national task force to

address students’ mental health concerns and prevent suicides In
. higher ed institutions, it noted how student

suicides have gone past farmers killing
themselves due to agrarian distress. A lot
of blame is put on toxic competitiveness
and this issue toorequires greater responsi-
veness from college administrators. But
cases of harassment belong to a different
category It is an abuse of power by specific
faculty members. It can be explicitly sexual
in certain cases. In other cases it can take the form of verbal crudities,
including those referencing a student's body or caste slurs. There can
be unfair attendance, grading and assignment of coursework. How
are students to be protected from such persecution?

In the Greater Noida case, both her family and fellows report the
student beingrepeatedly derided inthe classroom. Her parents took
up the matter with college authorities, but nothing changed. In the
Odisha case, the student went to police and to the college’s internal
complaints committee. Here, instead of relief she seems to have
found a cruel stonewalling that drove her to despair Is UGC unaware
that many ICCs are less than rigorous in giving a proper hearing to
the complaints they receive? Even in metrocities, principals, senior
professors, college boards and sundry others are known to put the
spanner in various inquiries. Think too how IIT-Eharagpur alone
has seen four ‘unnatural’ student deaths in seven months. Every
such suicide follows our elitest institutes admitting to 'lapses.
But at least when students complain, the system should spring into
action, to hear them and save them. <%\ |\
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SHAHRUR AHMED
MAZUMDAR

The progress of mey saciely deferds on
the fragresy af edsation in that socke
— [ BE Amibeicar

M:Em.ﬂmpaqﬂe‘u thinking

capahilities and perceptions. It

can completely rasforsn one's

. The purpas= of education is

to belp people think mere crit-
cally and create = viewpoimt of Tife. It poo-
vides individuals with inowledge and skills
that lead fo better career J03pRCE, mone
earning posentia, and a better quality of
life, & educabed persom can respond b
questices such &5 wis, what, and how to
mh'l:mrumﬂm_

" Hirwewer, rising edizcational costs in In-
dia have ciused sgnifeant concerm. Parents
across India are strugglicg with the high
coet of education for their childnen, & pr
vate schools soed college s raise tulton fees
a0 other hevies year after year, The m-
ereane is moribed bo a veriety of Sclocs,
including growing privibs negitution es,
infrastructiie development, riseg infation,
and phvances i lechnologe

Pecple face an {ncTeased burdeh 35 i
fioe Faoes Tise o gevernment Grancing
declires, Brudents in India are s under
significans financil burden as exis and
enbrce fes Are rising, Horeasing ens-
5 pase & cimeiderable ampedment to ap-
ward srotalty, particuburly for middie- dnd
lpwsimcome famiGes, Whiles most parents
see ehacation 25 o means 1o 4 better futurs,
prany are incressinghy conesemed about U
enst. In abtlon to lumtion expenses, pr-
wmmmrnrmmamm
fexthocks, s extmrorrcili activities,

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 22 JULY 2025

Educatlon becoming expensive in India

Rising education costs are putting enormous pressure on families,
| demanding wrgent reforms fo balance quality and affordability.

The 2021 Anmual Status of Educabion Re-
part showed a rise in ruml dropout mtes,
which was attrituted in part to increased
eiliicatiomal expenses, Despite rising edu-
cational costs, people’s incormes hive re-
mined gEgmant .

Even thoagh private instibotions play an
importand role in addressing the need for
quality education, thels wregulated fee
hikes ane forming a prbie geod oA peiv-
flege, Critics say that thess justifcations
are ot alwaye credible.

Bany schoals fil o disclose detailed
treakdoems of how fises e e, prompt-
ing concems about profteering, The ab-
werce of effeciive govemment regulation
expcertabes the probiem. To strike a bal-
ange between the need for madern feili
Blis aed £nsd, sebools, regulatore, and par-
enls must collaborwe. Withoul genuane
redurm, the als of edecation as o gl
equalser will ship further ouf of Teacs, tep-
ping Eamilies in 3 cyede of saerifice and de-
priving students of their potentsl, Parcws
s svimg ey, talking boams, amd evven gl
ing property tn send their childoen bocost-
Iy privabs universities, hopéng that the in-
wesatfmnt will pay off later in their children's
lirves, e, parepts have so choles, Ther
mvast enrol 1heir chilidren in peiwate uni-
yermties @ per Ekhe of rupees beciu st
the niumber of seits & govermment-hinded
enirersties with miumal fes structares is
Emited. Seats in éengineermg and medical
fiekds are Fmited, a5 ar= thoss in e ho-
manities. Defia University has fost about
T 0 e rgradumie seabs aoross 91 cal-
leges ws od 2024, yetaz baast 3,000,000 @n-
Aitabes registered for those seats, ani ap-

promismEbely LODOOD sludedls @4vE ip
their forr colapes Al (OUrEe R
that yea. With thousands of stedents kil
ing to get into & government uriversly,
private universities provide an albermative
cpticn. Private institalions ar not subject
o sfringent regiilation, wiich plows them
i determine (hiat oeT costs, oftes bad.
ing bo exorhitant charges,

Acrnrding boa Local Cocies snudy, 4< per-
ven of parents clasmed that ther chikken's
sefton] perion fee had cizen by 50-80 per-
et in e peevicus three years, with B per-
et reportng that the hike had mooeeded
il percent. Frival universities and colleg-
5 must extahblih cransparem pricing sl
meduce tuition fiees. Edficstional natiutios
b o it
(¥ wil gt chat are i
guently passed on b students. Paents with
Eigher salaries can afiord Lo Spédid more: on
thesr chilioen's edocation thin e with
Jiwer oo, AC0EsS tn edocelon & Cro-
il o redecng ihiquakity. Tomees the cour-
try"aeducational dertands, the governmerd
at the provincil ad miliond levels most
p|'l:r|1d.u rishtroas such s mangower, Gxil-
ities, and fends, a5 well as addilional grascs
sy subsicies dor puhbilic se hool & and undver-
sitiis, [nadequite grvemment fading e
pulik: eriucation can bead to increased el
mmwmmuﬂmmnmurm

The ediation sector repenred Bs 128
priftion b the Undon Hudpet 2008-25, 20
{nerease of 6.5% over the previoes year
Howeyver, despite calis 10 1K0eRSS edira-
Gt Barading 1o percent of tee Gross Do-
mestic Prodect (GO, e progoess Tas
heen made Ower the past ten years, In-

lia's eroca tion speniheg has focbarted be-
twien 3 and & percent of GIOF depeading
e v rrenent pricoities e SCoNomin con-
ditlons. 1 2023, the United States speok
&% of its GOP on edecai, sccording o
data Erom Ehe Workd Hani. At the same
tirme, Ching mede & sighcly langér mvest-
mentin education, alkcating &1 percent
of ts GDF to this sacie According o
2000 National Sample Sucvey Office esti-
mabe, mverage education Spesding had al-
et doubled in the preceding ten pears.
Berpeen 2008 and 2018, the AsAusd oL
e shudient i mured areas: incredsed om
Fs 5,856 to Rs 12,545 i irban areas, &
imrreased from s 13,000 bo P 28,000 The
2020-21 Adl India Survey on Higher Edu-
catesn 3lse ravealed that during the past
L) Pizers, private institution fuition eosts
for enginsering programs hae rieon by
more Ban 0%, Aoconding be dala froem
the Reserve: Bank of India (RBI), froes Apri
to Seprember 2004, the outstasding bal-
anice of mducatiin lnans increasad tnom K
65,336 crure in 2020 1o K5 125,116 crars-
Enllowing protests fid Gotcry mrer pri-
vale schools’ arbiirary oo increases, the
Dhalhi gosernment tecailly spproved the
Diethi Scliool Edecation (Trnsparency 8
Fimation and Regulation of Bates) Drdi-
nance, Hﬁ“ﬁmm:msmm
fees, & major focus on incugive, aloodibie
edlueation is esseniEl if 10 is to become
Wikt Bharat by F047. [t s uniikely to be
achieved s the ahﬂ‘mmmlﬂrﬁ::
eformie meas
mqtrmﬂ'i}wn[n:mr i miset e Sestaing-
bl Dhevebopinent (ads af redecing e

i ey education
qudicy and ersmin g re H"'!i-""lli.
B e = e gl
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Boys confinue to outnumber girls in private schools

HINDU (P-7), 22 JULY 2025

In thee northern ind western States, the share of gir Is enrolled in any school is kower than Indigs average of 481%

'[ DATA POINT j
e (Gender divide
(| Pt persists
. propertian of Biatia for e chasrts rcad fram ths Lnifisd Biari
ﬂ ﬂﬁm I::'ﬂ: infarmation m“::;fumnpﬂq:u;muuu:

-t gt
wever, the a 5

privace schiols remiing considera-
Tl boweer than: thas af b, In oth-
or wards, while parents increas-
ingly prefor privane schooling, a
consderabls share of them il
b A alight preference for an-
rolfing  thelr sons over  thelr
dugghters. Also, a relateely low
wanmsher Of girls fre aprolled Som-

Chart i shows the share of ga-
vermment,  government-aided,
privabe, il ether sehiced in 2002-
13 and 2003-24. The share of go-
veroment schools hax fallen fiom
T2 % 0 0B, whereas (ke skare
ol privere schools has ncreased
from T7.29% o ZL5%

Chant 2 sheras the shace ol sm-
denes enralled in government, go-
verrment-aided, privete, and och-
er schonls [ 30120 and 20724,
The share of childres enfothed
povermnment schoods bas fllen
ftoen 57.3% i S1L4%, whereas the
share al prrvte schools has -
oreasisd froom 25 2% in 38 3%,

Chart 3 shows the peade-uis
share of students eneelled in go-
wermmetd and privare schooks m
HMZ-13 anid 202324, For instande,
i 20324, 54% of girk anadied In
povernment chocds and Z¥E m
private schools, while 45% of all
linys siuched  in EovpITIMEDE
schopls and 3% s priae
sckiali,

Chirt 4 shows the State-wise
it prrscher-wise shiire of snederds
enralled in any schanl. In the
nrthern pnid western States, the
share of gafs enilied @ oany
setinl a5 Yower than India's moei-
ae ol AN

]
]

=3

Chari 1: The share sl grwenimeni, pramment
wided, priugie, pnciother shaoks 1 221013 and
G334 Rigures in

(Rt 22 Tha il fe el Aludenb maraiiedin

§ 2, derl privnir, anc siher
dchaoi |h 3313 o 200374 Fgures in%

Chast b The pesader-wises Shire o fudemen snepiled n
A TITHRAL ind brivilischeohn 20013-13 sngd

EDES-24. Figuoan m W
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How to create champions

National Sports Policy 2025 will empower athletes through science, innovabion

DMNsHAW ParDIwala

AS SOMEONE WHE has spent decades in
the field al s pars irsed | cine, dosely absens-
ing the physical and peychological rll efiee
SpOrT takes an athletes, | am both encowr-
A and excibedd by the erphiasis placed on
ety seienice anad fechmalagy’ in e upoom

ing Platicaal Sports Policy 2025, This s not
Juzsr a policy — it's 4 paradigin hift,

Foashye first HITE imoaIr racion's Sparmng
journey, we are ernbedding science. (e
nalugy, and Feidence-based medicie ar the
heart af atldere deval ppmenk: Fram njury
preventicn and niomechanics o mencal
conditioning and recovery, the policy enwi-
SIS & syshem where perfarmance is sup-
ported, mar just expeoted

Endia has made great serides in global
sports, Dl 1o Codnpee consistendy ar the
nighest [Biel, perfarmance needs iobe sus-
tained by gystems Hhal are SMa, ;
and medically soursd. The National Sports
Policy 2025 acknowledges this an inbs-
graltes sports sckence, SpaTts medicine. and
culting-edge as foundational pi-
fars far ehe et decare al Indian sports.

It givies me |Maense safpsfaction a5
miedical practiticoer [0 nece thal £l rees

= N |

pedicy foouses nn Injuny surveillance, poe-
wei o, andl early intervention, wiich re-
muyessencial inrachleie longewily: M-
chamics and perdormance analtics @ efine
rrairsng and ol milni i and reoo-
a0y SOEenre — areas where inarginal gane
piten make che difference binween podium
hishes and missed oppostinities: and
il health ared cognicive conditioraing
wivich, im toclay’s high-pressuse efviron-
fMenE, e nan-negirahle.

The policy ourlines that fcilices for
mﬂn;n:iemand:pmﬁnwdjmuﬁll be
istablished and upgraded apmajor craining
peTTes acress the country, The Sports
Auitharity of India [SAT} has already begim
sinhancing spoets st e Goilites wnd in-
aalling werld-class recovery equi prnent at
irs regional cepares and marianal Cenimes of
Froellerxce, n partmershipwith the Natianal
Contre for Sports Stence & Research,

The 541 regional centre in Bengauns,
where cur Dlyrrqic medal prospedts under
thie Target Ofympic Podium Sche e [TarE]
crain, has gat oni of the E2st sports SOeTe
facilicies in the emtire country, Ancther
Refuirn o Sperts diviskan was recenily £5-

tabishend ar che indira Candbi Stadisaim in
New Delhi Thess are mudii-discipinary
iths whers moaches, physimheapiss pay-
cholopisty, orihopaedic surgeons and data
srieqi s wand K [0ReT by o supoaoet athlkénes

i a sigraficant step, the Minzry ol ¥outh
AlTuirs and Sports had constituied a 1
member medical panel in azsaciation witch
the Indian Ohrnpic Assoctaon kst year. in-
cluding nayself, fo be stationed in Pans dui-
irsg chie Clymapic Games. For the TSt cime,
irdia had a dedicabed madical EEam o
prodand 6o marge injurkss, monitor recov-
ey, and make real-vime cdecisions for our
athletes’ Bealih acel safety.

The palicy alsn righthy champions mche
nulogy 5 2 real for gmeermandd and per-
fontrance monituring. Fliforms wall be up-
graded and resirociuned o improve e
riansparency and efficiency of warious
schemes. Fooan Al-driven perforisance
analysis to real-time dashbeards, menicor-
ing rraining loads and reCowery meLrics,
echnciagy will be haressed not just (o
track, but o inbervene ey, predict out-
oS, anid ourse-correct Wil ereRsary.

Wil ascibes e even mare i§ [har we

Are [k oo ot AppECATon — W ang k-
CEringsparts innovation by levermmng e
rcdugny fof data-driven maonimmng and in-
plemenration of sports programnes Wik
rhe proposed spants mnivaion task fere
andl research granta. educational snd re-
seorch instutons will e encouraged o e-
e ineidsciplinary solutins, (rearing a
i peline oo e, tocds, and teheologics chat
aire IndEa-spasine

lit & nutshadl, the Mabomal ipl.ﬂ'l.'i Pedicg
M35 i5 o just [oresrnd =thinkind — 5wl
fry embedding spoms scievce and mohool ey
wien the [l of Sl SPUTng ecosys e, Wi
are e wWand ertandy — 1o fassion
Al [ per a0 e red by e

A5 mormenna witd has treared hundneds
ool Tria's Do athbenes, |mane thae fakenr and

Iraara g A rHET encasgh. SUppOIt sOence,
ant] SySIeIE are what crgad champiing

Witk [has palacy, we are fnally balding
(g pypmema.

The wrirer is o sparts terfapaedic sur-

o, Hewis haod afn medica! panel o

suled by e SO MisE Ty 10 Bppe

frickim arffenes o e Paris 2024 Clympics

'_'IEI‘ [}
mE u
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Political questions,
textbook answers

NCERT history boaks and their revisions frame a
challenge: To reckon with violence in medieyal
ages, nudge people to see it in context

Kausum Das Guera

REVIEHIMOF SOCIAL science imshonks, -
sy Bviony recebirs, s berome par fie
e rovirie, Mo fiomes, thinesrcise s riot
prided by e sl arky imperative bs mar-
rar dewvelapemenits in K=rwiedge. Insiead,
It sasmas 1= hearihe ‘Ll balimarks
of B in poever. Teoothacis haw lang
Lesivs 1l boa e, Heswever, ere's 2 di-
ference insibay's rtrucssing ol reading
MMeaberial coom e i schiool bl -
Ireg eiciesnins ool e puanad,

I el vl s, e oty -
bacuzdet hpoes besey i iy e el o,
ard S Changi haes heeraurbed ina
rietyal Bcins — e rtionaliing cendine
1o ek the berder os maden b Thess
mprrives claim b he paoovaned by i desier
[ iveime studdere Seell-basing™, bun camy
Irrgrirs: af the ming regime's dnsxyrty m
Tt sooal it

Intredueed fasr week, the abes
changes, dotted wath nefenences = o
“brtdity ™ol medieval M sl kimps, camy
o chsclairmay, Tiotes on Some Corker Periads
of HEbory” [t 52y, " esé should be heid
ress powe b oy o evens al e i, The
emphasis (s on s haneslappmach m s
oy withil view mdrisviag inporiant b
sans bor a bemer Faure” Historkes havs
ik uaderimed thar die senntis e
15 "hanEal” as @ clyime The selecive

o e dhsiiractian of places of
wrrehip by haskm langs have et gans
usnetioed, Schodes heve righedy penied
ot Sal suchviaknoe wos s s mmon
acreny g wrriety of regimes N ARk aad
il e

Thesse: are sigtiSichnd | ereentions. Yet,
thwere i & Broader chadbergr o hivioriase-
T Uil By fundamenial difemaces
betwern: e sncial and moral universe o
o readher e ard ooday's normes. Kicgs
o ol s Were nol ool e thir
actiore. secralt had wery B Meenl chier-
Uik i sl i ofben il e mpd e
Lsatlikres, AE s rrhisborical comimen ot
HOawEver. it's Yt 10 Bevein gereral rom-
I S, Marrdliees of the prs-madere
ara coaine it Evesd dioaiel baroe
and wilaing The search for o proteration-
Al mAehoa, Asar Shivyi o Thpa Sl
— depatating on ideniogca | Rl —
ared describiag a Blabinved of Chaoni or
Allwadin Bhafi or Auragzed o el miglt
setmesmidvhial S fvenl erderarer. Bui
bethobeaire an widivstanding of spocks.
much removed in fime = Mabemod af
Chagni lrved mthe Wity Tthomiuries, the
Fhadgs il 1300 ar Hih cemtones, and
the i precs Maghial ruled bam 1658 0
1707 Thai the bies: rewtdars ie Tiianchy
Ly bt e o) SO0 wear period uadey
1heé ghibEcdeth of ~“Lark Ape” shows then
et ool oo, dfiknied mile
UL e e, carry e b B s,

e cfudberge, i Lige moeniee. s o
i kit o hisionisgeaphbcad defioa, plug:
Eing whinde smiaing o woek i props:
Bychan hisoarniare lse javouden pul groraned-
Dricokdrg vipabus on ehe Sl ractive e
ol mridivad ki o, de ebbs and lews
ol CrmmeTee the Giks sysdevs aral ther e

ol kangckoms Far avsary Frooim sukanates
Mlmlnwﬁmﬁmm

TR pUrm Cluges of Sesmic-
tan of places of morship conginue o be

: by narmathers tha stress tha pe-
itical impeibes behind Bark viplene - as
ppezben] b eligioas matves, The dandarnd
TR is alsd that i anres of desme-
tan of places of morship By sukars and
i huhs were G ferwer ompared e the
SAnEE EEy g v Tk ] rponaisr-
i rimimrlan sscutel ofcourse, be judped
By e Feakey to facrs. Virwed from than per-
speeciive. theon @ nothing wreng with bow
st prodenti ial hsionans hav pe-
spurtubiad b nlegamnosod nealiy evied
anlskamic kings,

Firvemwer. roday the challenge in dla-
et — rd bempard — i 6t just b pro-
e 3 poing-to-peing cousier, The ndie-
el prditical progsgenta, meisl mesdia,
{Ems and T make Bves informataon-
seawy Whatsap pchosy bors precipicoed
ool Lupse ol same ol the sradisional §l-
wemsan infamation,

Hirs can narrattees thal place violence
i rresd esval Smes b cheir Bboecal osq-
%! bed 7y A pe e e B0 e
starad cher complexities ol gimees when
rolers ooul disiney nme tem pls and
S TS b0y pthersT Whal pirpose
wirtkd L serve 12 depicn Wuphal and sev-
el o Fulery as conples e
witn hadl the blasd ol their Hn on dheir
barakiared yel preside over gosateultnnl
celinement? 'Wig iell the smories of
Shiag s ccessrs wha sk e in
peoen i Bevggal & Iramae Tipa Sl ants
mleinressting the Eruksheis withowt une
derplaying the vizkence his foross smeied
1R BT DOTERLIT Ty 7 Sk plasce
lig pevsemmalities in dhetr dmes = amd dis-
sernira ian of et i hobry bip ousdie ac-
bk — e, o carse, eeedded ot ponely
epbrEmakgic pirpass. wali
RS VI Whn i L nas
e pesibence of soclet bat dbo s m
uraderitand [rd) bnes The seanth forom-
aeaminsedheval times was dets by s
e raton’s deSEE O plesy § 3abes on
ther wrnmds of Farnilizn a5 will ai bo
eramier thecoboreal bstoran s chang tha
Instiam Risioey, beefore e arahal of che
Brikish, wig athing bot an arcoma of
peiresinalimsding Hk Ipre-meind-
FITL RN, N0 pre erdiosd by colaeial
bl irieers and mmocent af semaiian apen-
i, Fuse bewn s atal thirg Sare not pons
besporad acaderra

Bai whrpchsrarh the snudesy vl -be-
lag” by introducang vuch campleicas in
tzallunaky? The latest changes have been
mvirod ooed o Cls W | bectooks - atime
PR YOUREEETI SIED ks fhew oers They
are inrdweed icomplicaed consgtz in
Teathernans i sence --oall division fsf
nshane, Wiy ok in dhe ol scenes T &
wrankin et hogre the ooy et of histary
Thal 3 b2 muaparicy ol people, was da-aot

fEeinsional

e, will encomnier in e lives,
it ey sl e aandaded with orgr-
Tl o ab e juct, Critacs ol fhe ned-
s e Lhesine, £ight in eraberining the
g nigeus i redding rstrals,
Thae Lk i ahais i find s bo DoeiTvd -
i Ul cumgelinaiy that inlorms their
shvolarshi p ok sebint chley - 2 ifl-
ol v revesany irnpeecitive B dwe linie-
i pake anl conide acadeniia

Li.l'.l
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Unethical
science

PARTHA P MAJUMDER

Wi off 1bs cormerstunes

of MMW

mend ore  Tigoar
design and oondaet of sci-
entific research and dbe
Bhﬂltj'lbrc&:rnﬁ.lmmﬂl
L results nend to be Fodbmst,
umbipsed and valid acros:
 broad set of sitoafices. A

is that a sclenfific shady
abysdd fillow rigorous stand.
amls in design, methodology,
dala callection, analysis, ine

terpretation and reporting.

of resudts,

In recent times, wa hawe
seef  mewspaper  headlines
perlaining to mm_i'nn m
Pors contiining manipuln
images az well as ressarch

as mAny schenbists sre adopt-
ing dishopest mean: while
pubtahing Heeir resalis in me-
S9ATTh pAparE.

I":ﬁ&'ﬁnruﬁ.'ﬂl: Tigour And ﬂ:-ﬂ
are primarily practs
by an individoal scheelis
However, the scipntific com-
Uity basalss evalyved ways
of adopting appropriate, rig-
poous and efbical methods.

philesophers
ot afhicsta, amd lay parsoms.
After (he stody 18 apgooved
and carried out, the imms-
tigatm’ submits the pegulis
m a written form (called a
‘paper’) and submits it for
publication to a jormal. Ths
journal then sends the paper
for ‘paar rowlew’. if re-
vigwers recommend  pab-
licstiom of the paper, only
thon, does the journal meh.
lish it Adfter H B piblished,
the la into tha
R et A ek
enthsts and the poblc oan
1a.u'p.ﬂ_1untﬂmutud:.'ml:l!1:
conclusions.

prarely  ompeomies
rigour by anabysiseg onty such
data st appear compab.
bl with the proposed fieo.
. Phagharism, manipalatica

e L
Fetianal Sciench Chalr
(Scientific indi
Smlmuﬂﬂ'ﬂm of

of peer revieanos, nob declar
ing condlicts of inferest, mis-
represaniytion of authorabip,
ameong - cdher malpractces,
are not umeommaen,
Fortunsiely, the pro
werhial black sheep amoms
stientsts do get caaght snd
the fraudident gublication
mm%ud.hnh]i;m.ﬁndraw
Wakiefield an cilleagmes
pubdiched & paper n The
Lamoet i wideh they claimed
! children who were nd-

gles-mimmps-ruballa} vaccing
had & higher on
towands awtism. VAL

MME vaccine and autsm,
And after a fitmal investga-
teom by thie General Medical
Councdl, which is mespon-
sible for lLiepsing dociors
and  superviss madi-
cal ethics in the United
Kingdom, The CLoncel pe-
tracted the paper The GRIC
imvestigatiom  revealed ks
Wikpfeld had engaged in
VACIoUE anethical acls, ie-
clhuding financiad  conflict
of Dnbesesi, condocting
the stody withoat approv-
Al of ap Inetitticeal eth-
i committes, and daom
marpalation

Bimce 3113, there has been
asheady Fise tn s moamber of
redracted  papers. BL,
e fOgure jumped o over
16000 In 5 from aboal
5800 fn 2032 This certainiy
18 an indication of the oom-
promiging  sititnds of sci-
enbsce frwands cipour and
el

What may he incenthes
far scleptists 10 mgRge in
frardlident &cfe? Faoully ap-
painiments and promotions
s thee most Hkedy Encantives,
The HMational I[netitutbonal
Hanklng Framewoek alss
mmphesises on the number
of catices. The rise in
EgErasly mﬁ:‘n.uu-.m-.udw
prrl.u'llli:ltti.'l]l'ﬁ:r I.Iﬂ-pg.-
et to incress the numbar of

‘For Vikeit Bharat o pro-
diaca erientific sxcellence of
kigh gaality, nut just quant-
by,  is important to provids
PEIENT  messures - agninst

violatoes of 0r ard athles
115 Srdesyim. g .

FAs Jﬁﬂrﬂ.EEMﬂ

TV THE AUTHER T ANALGLRAL
LECTURE OELIVERED v

AEAY B 00T AF THESIND STATE
CINFERENCE D THE KERAL A
SdErnEy A MTIT Y PANCEI AT

LD O PALAKE D
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 Redlities behind the global experiment of ‘remote work

e gpusist revediibion of rermote waork, o

halled as the future of labour, has becoene

far mome complicated than amone »
tmagined. Millions of workers acmoss the warld '
direamn of the freedom and the Bexhdlity tha =,
come with working from home, However, in
raalicy, far fewer penualiy enjoy i This gap | Plohnl
hetween apiraton and practice reflecs a dense Eenaedy
wih af cultiral expectations, managerial | i termer Professar
hesication, Infrastrucmural challenges, and the and Dean, Chiiss
hidden costs of working outsice the traditonal Uinivarsioy, Bergatan
office.

Sqrvey Andings, gender issaes
The: “Gilohal Survey of Warking Armangements”,
comchucted by e Lo Inscinre and Stanford
Lipriversity, covering aver 16,000 sollepe-educaed
woriess acrnes 0 coumiries beween 2004 and
325, lays hare this paradig, Mo matter where
Ly live, erorlers expmess o cear wigh for maore
remote davs, How this plays ol on the grousd
warbes widehy In coaneried such as the Linited
Stabe, the United Kingdom, and Canada, peopss
average LE remote workdays per week, In much
o Asia, Bhe figure ks cnly 1.1 — 6 livtke mare than
'rulfu[uumﬁu}!ﬂw!:u}‘ﬁ'rwhlﬂ]b' )
want, Africa and Latin Armerica fall sommewbers in

v the lag In Asia? The reastns are

Wiy the
P Ig.mmr.mﬂ,mﬂ.ﬁmu‘lm
snidd elsewhens, physical présence i the office
still signals loyalty, anuf fericusnes
The ald culiume of ‘presentesism’ endune
spubbrnly. Compounding this are cramped [eg
conditions, shared spacss and unrelistik
internet, all af which meke remate sk
(T actser ar evers unfeasible, for many urban
dwellers.

el

Dt gaograghy 15 oaly pare of the Soey.
casts Ie5 own Jong shadae. In mest MRS
wrrmeen, particularly mochers, tend o work
e mere aften than men — and desire it moee

srranghy.
, reote work offers a partal answer
mﬁlﬁ;ﬂmmﬂmw‘l

L 8

onice hadled as
thie fuiwne of
labsaur, "Wark
froem Hiomme' has
hecome far
MGTe 4
comgtica

than imagined

work wmh care-ghemp, Svrvey dlmta show thani

muothers express the highest ideal number af
remate days per week (266 davs]), dosely

Levadng Clearer. Data frosm Stk Consumes
! Lepsighls (20035 revaal thar remobe warkers ere
| mee prood oo physical allments: backaches,

fallowed by chrildless wormen (2,55), Faghers s | headaches, eye smain and joint pains, more s
want feibility, bt b o dossor enrend, Curlously, It | than chelr fectony: ar affice-boerd couatrpans

i= oaly in Europe thaf men do repar slighiy
mare actual rermcte avekdays chaen somen.
These numbers reopen an old, mmresobed

il women's desine foc remote wark truly

b akgn of emqerae rmrent? Or s & mesely o
response o e cancmuing buden of unpakd
care? Par all the tlk of gender eqgalicy, che
dRvision of housebakd hiboar remaing deeply
umipd. For many mothers, the chance o work
remotely may refect nor frecdom of choice bl
Fard necessitg: the anty practical way o manage
s fdl-temie rofe (emphivee and Carogreen)
vl er 3 samin roalk

Thae sppetse o working friom hiome points o
culnasl Jh@#hs among men, oo, Many men
wrilkama childres =p (hey prefor M{Doae wWork not

because of fimily obiigacions but becwies ey
e Irvediom. thery i i for healih, hoblre:,

creativicy, o simiply reliel from the daily grind of
e lile. The OOVIDHS pandemic yeians purjsed
that prochictivity could surviees, paerhaps gven
thrive, withoen affice cuhicles, Enving tasoed ihis
BITHACETY, Fany are rEbdetant o surrender it

Erill, the mos, grriiing reveladon = the
wridering gap beryeen whal werkers wand aned
what they ger. The global merge o idmal
remabe days [s nmw 26 digs per week. Tl
pealtiy? Just 137 davs In 2024, 4 deop from 133
dinwe [ year befope, snd starply desm from L]
days in AT,

The anease of cmployers, bealth conoerns
Whar explidre tils remreit? sy sepbopess
remads uneasy, They worry about [aEing ceam
gpirit, loér oversighe, anid declining ieocvedion.
s idustries lack che ools o e systerms e
e seccess, Aol the ngraimed hiabics of offics
lific contifis 0 exert a influenss,

Thae & only half the picture, The risks of
working from heme, especially b heslth, ans

The menead rall i sgnifhcant s well koltion,
hiurred boumdaries and consts dgtal

| conmection all wxact a prioe

Mast hioenes, after all, are o designed for

| argonoméc safety or sustained mental fooes.
These hidden costs migy explain why some
compardes 4 getetly pufling Back on remate
ppions. However, o sbandon the mode]

| campletely would overkook ik real Advancages.:
FTCRSET ALCamy, berter work-Hie balarce, Jees
romamining stness, and higher job siisfscrion.

| Possthle altermatives
5. wihere does this leare wirkers, smphoyers and
policymakers In need of jan znd

| By, Hybrid work, & carefally desigrad mix of
bz i il timee affers the bast path for
miat jobis. However, hybrk] mcadels ahane will no

| euliee. Eompanies must imvest in making hame
e safer and moere producihee, supparT
Iseakihy roucines and breaks, and create clear
cigital boumdasies s prevent oo
Grovermmenes, oo, o ciich up. Remote work
dhamands frisdy protectons: urhweraal broadhand
weiess, stipends for Bome-olfice upgrades, and
prlicealls health smndards. These aze

| especilly eritical In developing econamins,
witere infrastructure ags behind.

Fur thermane, beneath all thiz lies a deeper
social reckoming. [F women remnain saddled with
U Bl o Eare-ghving even when woridng from
home, can we really speak o progres: roaaed
gender equadity? If men now seel remoee work

| e For frendom than family, whr deas thar =n
| about changing n=le identities @ the workplace?
| The glohal i
| e ot alpipaat rechralogy o comsnience. Iris o
| erirror, reflecting D urmesobeed pensions

| herseen reedom and coneral, grasr and

expermment in working from bome is f

| sapicitm, alincromy and kneless. =&
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0 July 21, a federal
Judge challenged tha
U.5. administration’s
- Teasons for slashi
billions of dollars in federa)
funcing to Harvard University, The
funding threats and cuts reflect 5
larger worldwide trend af
right-wing governments forcing
higher educarion instinutions with
their ideological agendas. Acrass
the world, universities, once
imagined as havens of free inguiry,
are now being ransformed into
sites of political control

Weaponised budgets
This pressure is particularly
evident in the 1.5, where vy
League universides have become
the centre of a cultural conflict,
Portraying these insttutions as
havens for "ant-Americanism”,
Mr. Trump tghtened visas for
overseas students and threatened
funding cuts w colleges that defied
his definition of 'free speech’. The
1.5, Supreme Court's 2023 ruling
ending affirmative action in
college admissions gave righe-wing
activists even mare confidence
and spurred calls for broad
changes in admdssions rukes.
While Columbyia Universiry was
pushed ine adopong a strict
definition of anfisemitism, &
measure crites say silences
legitimare debare about Israel and
Palestine, the 2024 congressional
campalgn forced Harvard's
president, Claudine Gay, 10 resign.
Major donors withdrew millions in
funding from institutions thar
rezisted these pressures, leaving
Faculty fearful that discussions on
race, gender, or foreign policy
might provoke similar reprisals.
The effects are felt globally. In
ausmralia, using the nebulows
concepd of ‘radonal inrerest’,
ministers hawe veroed
PedErreviewsd humanities
research proposals covering topics
such as climate actvism and
Indigenous politics. Law faculties
have faced criicism for deviating
from ‘black lerter law” and
incorporating decolonisation into
thedr courses. Universities are also
et Pressene 1o poass antl-lorelgn

HINDU (P-9), 23 JULY 2025

Universities everywhere are in crisis

)

NS, L
W h_
Amrita Nambiay
Assistant Professor of
Laww, Winavaka
MOEsion's Lass .‘E“|-|:|'|I:M:|II
Winayaka Misslan's

Reiearch Foundatien
{5 1)]

Sreedevi Babu
Sanzional Academic
and Phid candidate,
MEoquarie Law
SChaod, Macguans
University, Ausralia

Across the
world,
undversities.
prce insagined
a5 havens of
frze iNguury, are
fiow el
rransformed

into sites of
mecrligieal corrlined

_““':"fE'TEHE‘E auditz to protect rich
mteriational student enralment
and engage in persuasive
seli-censorship on sensitive
subljects, such as China, Palestine.
and Australia‘s colonial past,

In India, populist leaders see
public universities as elitis
strongholds. Police visit campuses
to quell dissent; budgets are cut:
and vice-chancellors replaced.
Jawaharial Nehru University, once
& hub of open debate, now
frequently faces the label of
‘anfi-national’. In 2023, the
Limiversiry Grants Commission
mandated compulsary courses in
"Indian knowledge systems'; this is
seen 38 advancing Hindu
nationalist narratives. The South
Astan University, established by
SAARC as an internatonal
Imstituckon, pressured & fowy
member (o leave after his Phi
student cired Moam Chomsky's
criticism of the Modi government.

From Budapest (o Bahrain, the
pattern is clear. Vikior Orban
forced Central European
Liniwversity out of Hungary. Turkey
dismissed thousands of academics
who supporied & peace pedon.
Brazil and the Philippines
drasrcally cut social sciences’
funding, silencing studies on
ineguakity, Gull states impose tght
restricrions on conversations
about religion, gender, and Fabou
rights. Independent research is
oW SEEn aCrass coninents as a
threat to akonal security.

Abong with these direct amacks
i a quieter but equally destructive
force: the neoliberal makeover of
higher education. Rankings,
patent crearion, and the pursuln of
student emplovability' are
rransforming universides inio
corporate entities. People
discount feminist srudies,
sociology, history and other
subjects which explore powes
dymamics a8 unnecessary
pxtravagances. Students become
paying customers, faculty

market-driven logic, porraying
universities as taxpayer-funded
breeding grounds for sedidon,
while simultaneously cutting
pubtic funding essential for
maintaining intellectsal diversity

Defending the commons
According 1o the Academic
Freedom Index, produced by
V-Dem and parmer organisatkons,
academic freedom declined in 34
couniries bepween 2014 and 2024,
not andy in aurocracies bur in
democracies az well. Indicators
measuring instimitonal auromamy,
freedom of research, and campis
integrity dropped 1o their lowest
levels since the early 19805 Every
erosion of academic freedom
limits society’s ability (o tackle
pressing ghobal challenges such as
climate change, the impacts of Al
and democradc dererioraton.
Drespite these challenges, hope
remains. Metworks of academics,

stuclents, and civil sociery groups
around the waorld are resistdng
ideclogical pressure. Faculty
groups and studeni coalidans in
the ULA. actively promoe inclusive
education, which forces some
cofleges o rethink (oo rigid
definirions of antisemitism. Legal
collectives and independeni
academic platforms still guard
areas for critical inguiry in india
However, survival alone Is
msufficient, Universites must
recover their public agenda.
Governing boards shoukd shield
hiring, promotions, and funding
decisions from polidcal
interference. Donoes must suppaor
uncomfortable inguiry rather than
dictate it, Alumni can fund
independent academic chalrs o
legal defence effores. Faculty
meembers St Engage in
university governance mstead of
leaving it to bureaucrats, while
stuclenis showld remember that
campuses are democrade
courumons, not merely credential
factories. If fear, profit motdves, or

members rn into disposakble
service providers, and frustees
prioridse brand management

above intellecrual exploration. The I|
s right expboins this

miajoritarian arrogance dictate
what can be taeght or expressed,

| we risk inheriting nat just

weakened universites loug
wlirrerdzhed clireacraaios. ws iy, -
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Amnation is only as sk_iiled as
the people on its margins

or Pratibha Kalita, a 45-year-old arti-
san from a small village in Assam,
weaving was integral to life, but only as
& household skill and a means to clothe
her family. With hands-on training - from
refining her techniques and expanding her
product range to learning brand building and
ati al craft in it ring
Bemeration to a thriving enterprise.
Today, Pratibha is a successful entrepre-
neur who, having secured her family's future,
creates livelihood opportunities for other
women while continuing te remain a proud
custodian of her heritage. Her journey is a tes-
tament to how skilling is more than just a
pipeline to employment - at its best. it is also
a vehicle to unlock agency, dignity, and free-
dom. As the late AP] Abdul Kalam so power-
fully put it, “Real education
enhances the dignity of a human !r
being and increases his or ber self- :
respect.”
Skdlling in India is often viewed
through a narrow, purely economic

'@® =T
oelh

’ e

institutions that inspire ideas and incubate
talent and innovation to find solutions for
societal challenges, but must also, notably, go
bevond curriculum and the classroom to
meet people where they are; through decen-
tralised, community-based models that reflect
local realities and the often invisible ecosys-
tems that surround them

With the informal sector forming a signifi-
cant segment of India's workforce, employing
roughly over 530% of the workforce, such
interventions are essential to catalyse real
impact. When we invest in new ools and
resources, digital platforms, and scoess 1o fair
markets, while also embedding both technical
and soft skills, including problem-sobving and
enirepreneurial thinking, across skilling pro-
grammes, we see transtormation,

India’s youth are not waiting for
permission to build. They simply
require an ecosystem that recog-
4 mises their drive and equips them
P with the skills to lead. Philanthro-

pies have a unique, instrumental

lens - a vocational training course, 8 iddharth  Tele to play in this equation. They
certificate, a job placement. Tradi- Sh can build enabling ecosystems,
b b 1 (il v e oot e
sk, Many we 7 1 ; nical,
How many jobs did we create?” capacity building, or mentoring sup-

While important, these risk overlooking the
soul of the matter, We need to understand
what opportunities skilling unlocks for indi-
viduals.

Consider the scenario of handing someone
a smartphone, but offering ne network
access, electricity to charge it, or digital liter-
acy to understand and make use of its fea-
tures. Nor is there freedom from social norms
and cultural restrictions, especially those
linked to gender. Merely owning a smart-
phone does not expand opportunities. True
skilling, in this light, is not just about impart-
ing quality resources and abilities, but also
about ensuring that people can meaningfully
wse those abilities to shape their future, This
underscores a simple truth: We must reimag-
ine and expand our definition of skilling to be
dignity-first and human-centred, which lends
icelf to greater confidence. resilience,
income, and upward mobilicy,

The challenge is not just to train people,
but to nurture diverse forms of value creation
that exist across society today. How do we
create skilling systerns that not just teach, bt
listen. learn, and adapt? We should not only
prepare individuals for roles within existing
structures, but akso enable them o create new
ones, This can be driven by democratising

part, and invest in local innovation and sus-
tainable models that may not promuise instant
scale, but have the potential to deliver deep,
meaningful, enduring impact.

A handloom artisan turned business-
owner developing contemporary designs and
leveraging rechnology for scalability while
carrying forward centuries of radition; a
sports coach mentoring underserved youth,
instilling them with discipline, shaping com-
munity spirit, and improving school attend-
ance and healthy ifestyle practices: an Asha
worker encouraging behaviour change and
strengthening rural healthcare delivery: a
seli-help group entrepreneur mobilising sav-
ings and livelihoods - they are what present
day India needs. They are the fabric and face
of & vibrant, skilled India, and indicators of
what is possible when skilling is purpose-led
and empowers and sparks ambition.

The{:@ are m;]lllnns like Pratibha across
India. We must build skilling ecosystems for
them that go beyond the classroom — inspir-
Ing individuals to re-write their stories and
shape their journey. Dur task is twofold: To
skdll themn, but also to see and nurture them.

siddharth Sherma is CEO, Tara Trusts
The views expressed are personul
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Science at the final frontier

Shubhanshu Shukla’s experiments in space are a launching pad

THE AXEIM MISSIOMN 4 (Ax-d], which ne-
turrved to Earth cn fuly 15, marked a pical
et in India's space exploration jour-
ney. Launched on June 25, this sterma banal
collaboration carried astronaats from rhe
LIS, India. Hungary and Paland. marking a
TR L Space for the lacter thres after
decades. Group Caprtain Shubhansbue
Shiekda, the mission pilof, became the Arst
Tnellam ASCrodnaiir 1o Hve dnd wiork an the
InTernanandd Space Station (155 and the
second Indian in space since Rakeih
Sharmia’s 1984 meissaon. Thee messicn gen-
eraled & Jar al excicement in the counrmy,
ulwas norrrerely nspranonal i wasalso
ivaluable for India's aspiracions as india
gained real human spacefiight experence
validared criscial experiments in space,
strengtliened global parinerships and ad-
wanced comiamercial space tollshorsficn.
YWhile at thee 155, Shakla and the asoio-

nauts worked oo G0 expenirsnis, seven of

which were proposed by Indk and [SR0.
vharmakes the 55 a unigue space lab? 1t is
plared at an altituce af 400 k. in Low Earth
et ivs prosamity makes i hahitable as
crevwsan:d supplies can b easdy fervied. [0
ari weal space labodacory as it gperanes m
“rucgravety” and s mained asTonaus —
i erahies s parchinot patibiean Earth. b
hiedps sirmul e feeper space ronditions,
vait hiat geong thar far,

Pictuees of astronauts Moanng araund in
et ranghy saagest there [ no oravdy it

the 155 At thisaltitude. graving decreases but
sl exises “Microgravicy” conditions are
AChieved becaase the asmonauns and By
treng eithir’ the S5 trawel with che space st
o 3L e s spveed. |eadiog oo a “free el
Ir's like &lling in an elevator if the cables snag
—¥au and 1i 2levand are falling together
and arced e rg doawTaand an e sarme cabs
soyou feelweighthess

Expenrnenits in nricrograsiny yiedd i mipor-
tant results as the effects of graving are -
e 50 ané tam see the effects of ocher
fonceschat ane [sand 1o reveal on Barth, Marer
et oo | 2 ety At it Bt For exdm-
pli frubds dio s display tumancy [ioacng]
and sedimenranian, Micrograisy research
spans severad fiekds induding the sudyof fu-
ids, materials soence. oombustion, biclogy -
the lack of gravity A Chiange in Nuid Bl
our alfey Cedl Ty, gEnE B prESsion, and
plard deveiopment. Human physiclogy and
huwy the biodiy ad apis o microgravi by, a5 well
as passible solutions, are ERosudied.

Motably, india bhias conmmbured m seven
aurt of the 1 micregrasdny experiments on
Mordorm-4 The pesues will conimibate 8o long-
rzren space exploration. Addirionatly, the
Indian bumsan-crewed misson Cmgamsan
iy also LaRe Chisss Sxperiments [orward.

The Indian experimems inciud ed soudy-
ing the ey of space exposane on mcrsal-
g and cyanchacteria, which & being ex-
pleted as sustainabds food scurces for
lorg-duratot missions, whdhe germunaion

Tt

and the genetic s of crops like moong ana
fenugreek, among ochers, will be svwiiaed
bo ungerstand thiz @ffecns of Space sxposure
on plancs. Soudying e hehaiou af tandi-
grades, iy micoorganisms that ca vith-
sran exree condi bons on Earth, will help
anceTsERnd exrreme resilience in space
Metaballc supplements to condbal muscle
atropéty b heen studied for astromaui
heal1h and can 2o suggest cherapies fo
Eafth-baged muscle  demriorarion
Incerestingly, o ol ik experiments in-
wolved cogritive performance in space.
Etuchying hevey micrngTaicy afecrs gare, eype
Movernesl 4 siress when astronaus s
EreEns in Spade may inffosnce ergoromic
spasecral systems deslgn, reducing stress
for fuiwme crews.

Shukh carmed back expesiment samples
m Ean v hire scs e will Further expiom
the effeces of space expasure. He also par-
Hicipated in dotreadh and b st
deqrs a1 his oven schisdd in Lucknew, He
found a fvourite perdhon an 255 cupaola and
tallked about the beasutiful view ol Earch
Frinmy ipﬂft.mi‘! kinad ol inberacrion canm in-
Epdrm thes reeit pErarratiom,

What does this soccessful @ and
widaly [ollowed massion mean for India’s
spact aspirarions?

Incia has lafty plans for space
Thee Gaganyazn Mission, slated for 2027,
plans to send a mamned mission 0 the Losy
Earth Qi of 400 ki vwach a Creve ol thoee

inembers and brng them hack m Eartty As
anngursted by the Prime Minister, India's
o space staticn, Bharatiya Anrariksh
Station, is alsa plaresd Sor 2005,

Enukla and his backup. Group Captain
Prasani Balakeishnan Mair, boch selemed o
ASDNOsIES for Cagamyaan, have now tom-
plr“rtdamnu mainng Swida o che mise
sinn pilar, kag lrit - exgerienke
in Apacecraft ravigation, docking and e
cooelinaticn aboard the 155 Hex maghrscan
nedp refine nussion plaoning for Cagaryaan.
155 operanions will ske S0 35 A termplale
fur India's space macion plare The gxped-
e e will nprmest drategies or Roure
Whoo i deep space s ploratie rsaons.

Thie foc-d rrmssion, & mid e nnad oo Lik-
sration betwedn MASA. Amom Space, Space-
W Europan Space Agendy s ISEO, rein-
forred Indea-LiS-Eurnpe relacions in oo e
o, opening doers [or futurs joinc mis-
siors and collabomnnns. “As spaoe Bagnmes
A ke wena e conemencgal and scienelficel-
fores,” e M Ondler, president of Axiom
Space, "India with ics cich hésznry in fpace
xpieration and dlear leadership mechnol-
Gy 3N ERATEORTRHATS i, will be dratidl in
thaping the domain and achancing frman-
105 presanoe i space

Tiew fox—<1 ks weas moot rrrerely Sy
bdic, it vwias a smaoegis lainchpad for indins
comlinaed socoess in space.

ﬂlnml‘e.ru}cgfz:t:nuﬂ;bﬂﬂ Eripaie
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Artpreneurs on the Rise
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A Concerning Conundrum

The re-emergence of India's language debaie, frimarily shavked by resisiance o the NEPS three-language
formuda, has exposed degh federal tensions and cultural anxieties alongvide challenging mational miegration

hel gr isme, |:||:em.|.|1|.|5:|r
E resurfaced folbswing

Il'.e Tt Madu governmani’s

refusal 15 join the FM SHEEE
initisizwr 10 gt up model schools under
the three- Jorrmula of e Nl arad
Ehacatsaon (MEP}, The siate paweri-
sl perceiven this l.p:pﬂm'n:lh;liﬁpl;qq
Hindi, fraring il will sventualy decimale
Erglish a5 2 pan-Indian officlal language.
The Centre ks pepartedlywitkheld Re 575
criee i redpane. This s has ijaresd s
hrated debate, highbgheng the comglesd-
ties ufhpﬂgﬂﬁ]ﬁulﬂ%ﬂdﬁ i
Federallzim et Slake

Thes :':l.l]ltl?:l.-_r melign, T ot

tions aboul conpemtive federalism in
Inda Goves the strang emational dimen
ilon of hegusre aod the deale govem-
mienil ¥ elraesse 10 i1y people, This mius
shiorald bonvw been | in the sl dis-
cretinn. The nablomd governnoes should
haver restricted el 1 providing neces-
sary funds and advicr, In a decrreralised
povernance spsiem, this appeoach wook!
Tow el bt develapaeil oate omel
Tae acizans beves ingrad crealerla
serne ol mivnie, potentady damaging the
federal streciard of fair counery,
Makarashira’s Decision Sparks Dichaic

The Medrarasdine govermane s deci-
sion to mcludes Hind a3 o thind languape
i st rus primary schools bas tiggened
a polizical debuate. The siaics political his
roe 15 inbertwined with barachi iden-
Hily mskermian, ard demagraphic saifts dos
to migration [ram Hind]-speaking saien
harwe: rekd niclied lingeistic ddentity The Ath-
i fue plmmmunmu.‘nruli.nrsllm
dering electinm, s ening lifguilc
identity. MNotably, er ] |I{1&';l1n.1-r|-r-s I
Maharashira have jained hands to oppose
chis inotiadivow, highliphtmp e compleeicks
ol kaguage pabcs & the siate.

Thee g ress governumeni’s decison in
Plkamaehirs b Jodlow Tarnd Mado's faal-
wtepu and pefuse %o implement the thre-
languaps Jorervala bas added fuel o the
fire. This mures dersenairaies the ﬁﬂ!j:l

seated comcerns aboul lingusstic i jdem-
anel e feur of Hindi impoaition. The
rerrounding Beguage policy has
become inceeigingty p tred, I:I'ﬁ.lhﬂ
i :h:lhn;gn,; 1o fined & consemsis. drseen

Thaee in erwrgeak waed 1o rerancd e India’s deveraify with refimal imity, ood larguage

el ke o vl liek i B diveilion

EEHERAMINL AL

waletnn
I':MMIMI: i

India is o polvglosde count 1
rich Engaistic '.-.n_al:::u'r. Jisbarlal Meka
reminsderl the Constiuin Agss by )
lsngesge unkes. The Assembly’s debates
revical irrecanciabile diferznoes beneeen
Morth wmd Szuth nn U retienl leegrogs
iszee. The Constitution makers inge-
sty pegwided for the Bighk Schedule in
g|bgdr|u\gﬁ#rdil:rlij. Hindl I Dewa-
nagei script was made U offical |
al the Upion {Arsde 3430170 h:ﬁ':tlg he
maiter opes for Feure conieii
Er.htdnhd va g and Inclusiviey

rad [t ol debadiikd Durgusigaess

I.m:lud-:l:l :I-:I langaages, and sabyequent
amgradment added Sght mone H-;'T‘I'-‘!r.
mnime argee Lhal the Centre hain) shosm
sdeyuans Inveres) in prenoting inchusviny,
weluding rowing regianal il
Rafasthani, Lacakhi, Misn, Garm, Khasi,
and Sikimese. The lack of pepresmiation
Tar these lan peages has bad 10 coscernd
alafusi IinF.l.ilIi: |r|"sjr|l|h;.||ifn wnd the
erazon al caliurl sdenties
Mationalist Suraggle
and Lingeiiti Idendity

Diuring the imdapendemce sirujgle
lenedrrs proanised Sngaisiic stales in moi-
ognition of linpsistic nl.lll.u'-:uh'l:r Lll'ﬁl-lirl

tiz nutinallsm bad geoen in India boe
rimained sulmenged in Indse natorsd-
iam. The Madras shile witnemed a trgic
stic siate moremeni in the |55,
prampling the Cerere o peopantse the
coaniry Tha roe Inﬁunhufl:d: lnsi-
tan tic
""‘m‘“‘"&e nty by sl el
T'“ Nerrgasisating

o af slules on Lirygue-
1z I.n:: IBﬁu:gwrh:dxh;. sualii-
I, palitics. Language is no longer jest a
vosans of commuonicailon bt & coemer
stnne of selfhood. This shifi bus fed o a
cererwinl focias an Enpuistic identey, with
mﬂ' sales asserting their erdque odd-

snd Ingatstic hesttuge. The lingui-
Lz pearganiialios el dlatey has o coound
new challenges, soch w managing lingul
tic Aiversiny withis stales and promotsg
ratianal i
NEFs Purmuﬂmhh.u Lasguagrs
The Mational Edueation Palicy airs
to promobe ndan | usage, arsd
'rI]:uF.Ir.::.rq: Teaching mr%m
cegiosdl biageaget can Suild an sguitable
edncaion spstem and presm e Indian arts
and cofture, Hoeses i implementation
oof this palkoy has 2een met with pegstance

in scanu ilales, Jlnﬂlﬂllln: Iﬁ;mmﬂm-

ties of kngeage pelbcy in Inda
Challergges o Weaker Langusges
Pepartsindicirthal dae Labshadwexp
adminastration has dropped Mahal and
Amshle frem school curncula, replacng
them l:l‘ldlh Hindt. This eftempt H:-':-u]]-:ln:r
i) e h-:l'ﬁl'r‘ll
wahien e hnn:j'ﬂ

tem s 3 EP |,|;m|:|.l 111r|ru||.|.:n of
Iuw.mumnurrr can haree far-resching

oty eenosd, el eding dhe: fois of culiarl
heritage ared identing
Flobal Cnesest and
s o e g v
iz have tmiggered vio
fs warkdwids, sech asgae 1971 Ban-
aideih lanpuage sovemenr. Samy coun-
Iries, | Spair amd Nigena, experence
lingraisin: iensioes. The emedinmd dimm-
snn of nguage ba palent foroe,
of shapring idernties and fueling oo
hHiHWWhuhdﬁm-
tial o coweate dewp-srabd diviiom, mak-
ing, 11 essential ko address these comcems
thiugh Saloges sad coesersus-tailding
The Crying iNeed of the Haur
Indm’s faster economic growih may
fisce challerges if Trguisnc issues areat
addrsied Leaden irmsl efifipe i opes
ﬂJI]DEH in are a d comsrmu
fiy mm e , COOPEra:
tiey, s mamial oust. [noa glohalised
world, English is crucial fr competing
tn the market. Given [ndis: mul-
ticulniral tradiciens and global comeexi,
English can Fosier wsity withoer hinder-
img dreersity. The zead of the hever i3 10
feed 0 balance betvween promoting lin-
puistic diveesiny end enparing natonal
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Falure of Indias g‘mh‘lz..:lnﬂ deedupseni
depends on cur abiliny m nangate these
cuirgleciies and finad & sslugor that pro-
munies limgustic deersty whils kalkirag
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| THESEST OF BOTH SIDES
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CHSE's decision fo introduce bwo levels of sxaminations in Mathematics at the sendor secondany kevel
has stirred controversy, Will it come in the way of makdng students miare future-pesdy?

Two levels of
Maths is a bad idea

At a tirme wiven mathematical literacy determines
economic oppartunity, india cannot afford o

Gives students
more options

CBSEs maonve will dra moce studentsto
Mathematics by letting them choose

create artificlal barriers bo achlevermnens hererto engage with the subject
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Beyond the
brain drain

Countries exporting healthcare workers overlook
domestic needs. They also need to intervene to
increase bargaining power of doctors and nurses

SANDHYA
VENKATESWARAN AND
MADIME MONTEIRD

THE DERANDIAMND pupphy of Biealch vasii-
fepon BITess connilries Cootinues to Ba
datinting peolilem, with most countrie
lacking sdedqeiie rambers of doctors and
mrarses sl & projected glebal shoetfall of 18
million health workers by 20060, Health
‘workers migrate sorods oo ntn e, witk the
o bypically being from coeniries in the
IGickal Sounth to those in e Narth, The
coranirias from which heakh prefisanil
mubgraie are ke e dhak face infermal sup-
phyoooestraints S Lanka, for imstance, wit-
nesses mgtenaiee cubmmigraion, wikich &
{partinly jaddoeind ey geiting profssion.
#mwﬂmmmﬂ?m;md
12 per eent of forsgn-trained docors:
mﬁmm&mmm‘hiuhnhnﬂn
i hawe asherape offocal heal theare work-
ere, DECD elata g acimvanes sugnest that be-
Iwapin 200G and 205, 25 per cent o 32 per
centof dochorsim Ausaba, Canals, the LR,
and Ehe LIS were pradical grasfuane: fom
Cannh Aok anad Africa
Indsandoanrs marses ard other healkfi-
care professionals migran: [ cauncies
o the workd = almost 75,000 Indian-
=i docroes work in OB coarreyies, aned
an evtirated SO0 Indan nueses wink

eaper] ol Eirses and ooer health profes-
siopeds. Ovesr 3000 Phii ppines-tramed

muﬁ%:d about BS
per ot N s
Fronerrcsand peopolitics nfusno thie

mxiens and nafure of soch migrabon
theouigh a commbaatien ol pushand pul fac-
rars. Limited career grovwth and ower
W are key ecnnomic push fesors,
P&F‘ arvd poniibonin thee soums
COULETy are |:-||:m pelitical push facmre.
Trare sgrivemefes 1hal EnCOUsIEE migt-
s, Tomalith, crnes Dt prall Tesaitdy warkers
b sy caresas and internatingal recruil-
et o iciey do all prall e, which, in
furss, coninibule b shorlages in somce
s, Lzuiries ke the Priippines and
Tl e Barmak sed prelicies b SaCTUREE
e ot el Tt wnehoers, v hes
25 spirroes of remETanCeEs and eoonome:
beridin. Wi, oty ooundries Tk 3 sule
thoriage al el piofEsonls
Dl porisnibial e s the dom af e
mitianesaand ddldeselaprmens, fhe ksl
wriABITTE Gty i (T alneay far-
r;alumu-uenwr!uﬂt s What s
iweerhed thecare, t 4 bl dermedi
andl i crratioegad polsy nespeaas thal fo-
puses n e e s ol vhe e bvidial, dhe -

peiur hralth syl global ey,
Criss-ramlny ngrdlunm ofhad R

aiget] [ diplamatic gaire, Indis, dwady
MH-\.HIrqﬂl.Hﬂhn."fl.!']lr"«'l"lll.l.'ﬁ:I-Tl'
A UL IR L et 21 RS kTR
I,"||||-|q.|||||-\. SRR P LU L

Whrouizh remimandes snd irnesiments, en-
lhance its glabal influence in health secioes,
ared managze the challengesclthe braindrsin
through palicies snccuraging d roslar mi-
gratiom and bélateral cooperacion foen-
Fanced medal diplomacy dering the Cowid
pandtinic e deploing rmedival profi=sion-
ak o neighbouring and African cosniriss
‘Whatiznesdad nowy 2 greater oS o e
m e tomprehensie — and Hi-

£ = hifateral et
souree and destiradion counies, which cm
potentally indude compersation mechs-
s, Grgeted ineestments inmed al ed-
Ligafion, headth isfrsmucius, orschnology
e fier, iendBiet the |oas ol sidSed workers,
Thwe WHG e B asmning potngin retrathd-

i Feach agEeemenis :
Agming popeslations alongsd e dedining
hirh sabisane eading o growing demands
il goutn shamages of healthcars projes-
sianals In deweloped conniries india amd
ey oouneries hodd thepotential tosupply
n-l.:.rn'mpmmd.t_mddm
mechanisms. nuch as establishing & oen-
tradieed spency o manign wOoskiame Mo
bility. Kearala's esgeriensd wikth seting up
apeneies o grondinate svermeas employ-
reent, el grisances, and support -
BiTesis can informinabonal
can the experiences of tha Fhillppines®
Departrnen ! o Telifmnt Veorker
Diplemany or sooaonic gans canmot
wreeride the warkforee apeda ol individ-
uall couniries or ke prinrin over the
wtrengrl of their health system. Couniries
esporting keakd wookiome could benadil
frozm grester athention 1o building a cadre
ol healtly professionals, developing the
Tezaldy veoridoroe ind mitry and addoessiing
the pesad for retsinieg professionals, This
will piguire ceparding the health edoc-
i infastuctune and incnsing il ees-
ramicvishlitg imereing moeking cond-
tjoas and providing ircentives o petain
talentand encrerage droular migratios,
mather than permarent oatflow, linsaging
dijatal ol i enabde Inadlan bl pesdes-
sheiubi s providie services glabalty, whems
praiisle, mitheur pgskal migranon, en-
meres and expinring regioral apprechs
IS ENTENCING [roducmion capacty
and iavasend Francty-

anlsms of workforoe  preduction

By eramhuming] Sree SRR N rkinme
capacioy stralegic mibenaational sgree-
mawnls and policies that maximie sog-
i ferwrnsledhe. i Scial gaind, i
el SHlET SRRETT COBRUTIES Can iTama -
frarm the mgraiios ol haakhoes workers
fiins o chalengs into 2 mulhfaceted 2p-
portuniky for rtsanal develogiment The
rise of agencies s the Slobal Sooth can
rordid B Cowimes Bke the Fhiippnes,
5 Lankes anel lndid e dcties sechieoms ol
ke stralvges Dot bl snce dames
1w peed s ared global engageneent. They
shioeals B s & mel just gaproniers of
o loces o victimes of the teaim drain
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~ TIPPED SCALES

recent newspaper report has revealed that
the share of government schools in the
ountry has fallen from 74.2% to 69.1% be-
tween 2012-13 and 2023-24, whereas the share of
private schools has increased from 17.2% to 22.5%.
The rise of private schooling is not without rea-
son. There are simply not enough government
schools, especially secondary and higher second-
ary ones, in the country. Those that do exist do not
often provide quality education and lack infra-
structure, trained staff and accountability. The
cause for concern does not end at such Imbalances
between public and private schogls, There is an
additional, serious anomaly pertaining to gender
n both types of schools. In most states, particular-
ly in the West and the North, the number of boys
being sent to school — bath public and private —
exceeds the number of girls. If this is correlated
with data from the Unified District Information
System for Education and the All India Survey on
Higher Education, a significant finding emerges.
The gender gap between school-going children
rises sharply after Class VIII, when the right to
free education ends and many girls drop out, This
means that families with limited resources prior-
itise boys when it comes to spending on education
in the hope that this will earn future dividends.
The mindset that girls will be married off and thus
not contribute economically to the family is clear-
ly still widespread. Parents have also told UDISE
and AISHE that sending girls to schools that are
far away from home is risky — one woman is
raped every fifteen minutes in India — and that
they would have enrolled their gid children if
a school existed within one kilometre of their
homes. Fewer parents send their girl children to
schools that do not have female teachers,
Therisein private schooling and the fall in girls'
education are, ultimately, the result of State fail-
ure. Perhaps there are lessons to be learnt from a
state that bucks both trends: West Bengal. Reports
show that in Bengal 89.1% of girls attend State
schools and 5.9% private schools and, according to
the UDISE, only 5% students in Bengal attend pri-
vate schools, This is not to suggest that Bengal's
public schools are free of grave infrastructural
and funding challenges, But government welfare
schemes welded to education — Kanyvashree,
Shikshashree and Medhashree are examples —
have the potential of making a difference. The re-
sultant momentumn in favour of education could
also challenge embedded prejudices that inhibit
irls' education in the first place, e 9< [\ J
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| Admission Impossible

Between lecmd procedures like those employed by
DU, getting into college is stress test on steroids

ndia is in the middle of the annual harassment of students and

parents - aka college:admissions. Stressful in the best of educa-

tion systems, in India the supply-demand mismatch between
good colleges and good students makes it worse. And since 2022,
CUET has added a cruel twist. It is the unified admission test for
over 250 universities. But it remains a cure worse than the disease—
this year, too, not only was there a shocking delay in publication of
CUETresults, the exam itself wasmarked by faulty answer keysand
technical glitches, as well as venue choices that seemed to be aimed
at punishing examinees. National Testing Agency, which conduicts
CUET-UG, should sit for an exam, and answer why even after four
attempts, the end result is stilla nightmare.

But this is only one part of the ordeal for students and parents.

- The labyrinthian admission process —
¢ @@ particularly at prestigious institutes
. & like Delhi University — makes getting
2@ ¥ reasonable quality education a matter
B of luck and acute digital acumen. For
_/ example, DU’s Common Seat Allocation
3= System (CSAS) requires applicants to
5 upload their details, navigate a compli-
cated subject mapping exercise, input
their preferences based on course and college combinations, and
then let an algorithm do the allocation of seats.

Naturally, professional coaching institutes have stepped m to
“guide applicants”, for a fee. There's now a CSAS fi orm-filing
ecosystem. Clearly, the admission system is skewed against those
who are not digitally savvy or who come from modest economic
backgrounds. Considering that 2,39L applicants completed DU’s
second-phase admission process, getting the course you want
is a game of gargantuan odds. No major country puts its young
through such stress just when they are making one of the most
consequential decisions of theirlife. And no one, of course,will be

held accountable. xeU\ &
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DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMEMTATOR

HE Central Buramuof
Irvestipation (ORI
tecently took the lid
off 7 large-geale smane
dall imvalving sevmal
priwate medical collegea. 1t has
fourd colluglen befween gov
ernment officals and private
medical colbepes to manipulals
Bl repulatory process of the
National Mpedseal Commlassm
MM — the central body i
thange ol regulating medical
educstion in the counisy,
The Bt of 34 pereoos named in
1he FIR i3 starting — elght off-
cals of the Minsiry ol Heallth and
Family Welfare, a Joint Director
of the Mational Heallh Agency
twhi earlinrworked in the KMC),
& forrner Chalemean of the Unlbver-
gity Girands Commissian, dpetars
deputed by the NMC 10 neped
medical colleges, a ‘godman’
wilh 2 Jarge followdng i Chhattis-
garh, ard officials of colleges run
by pesligei it Lo vy Ggjarat sl
Andhra Pradesh. Sx persoms,
meleding MMC rapeciors, were
caught redhanded in Naw
while tansacting belbes
wairth B 55 lakh
Thiz is nol a rae ineldent. Justa
poupde of mendbs ago, the CBL
raaght an KMC Inspector whils
he wes aerepting Bs 10 lakh in
firibe From fhe mimapgement of a
prvate redical eodlege. The NBIC
pelects sendor professore fram
govemnmend rediel colloges and
assigns them Lo inspect medical
callepes seeking lo expand the
mumber al’ urdergraduate and
posigraduate seals or et thalr

lipemies penewed, & well s Thoss

B T T e

The modus operandf reporied
this time ig similar 1o what has
heen used for decades, Private
medical colleges m!l]l.l.de !.'ﬂth-
insiders in the Feslth minstry

TRIBUNE, (P-8), 25 JULY 2025

The rot in medical education runs deep

Lorruption in some medical colleges undermines integrity of the regulatory framework

mmuhmmmam mlmsru.:-rsmu:llnsm mu:lla--:ﬂ:l-m:m. PEE BETTD

and the regulabory sgency
thrvisgh middlemsn L abyer]
regulalory morms relating &0 fae-
ulty  megulrements,  hospital
besdy, ple, In the Istest CBI Gass,
heslih ministry afficals gained
ancaes to information about the
regulatnry shafies of medical ood-
legeg, like mepection dates and
names al |FEpeciors kasigned,

' Tha information was Lhen

shansd with edddlemen who
alerted the medcal colleges con-
cerned. Tho colleges beimg
inspecked deplived gheal fael-
tay sind admitted ke palienls o
arlificially project compliance
during inspsctions, ared brtked
assessure in order to seoure
Tavrourabls mepeclion repoets,
The= caase has one again shown
ik the rol in medical aducation
nums degp and pervades all stalne
haldors = privabe medical col
leges, the regulatory body, the
Frealtih rrins ey ol oty rsem-
bersal goverrment colleges.
High hopes were plemed on the
KM when itens formed in 2020
'|,|:|.|_'|-_l-pi.l||_"i¢ the Madeal Covmei of
Tndia ([ICT), which was & :El['

e T, T T PR

associations and sialn mfii'-‘ﬂ]
poiancils controlled hy doctors.
The MCT camme into Grebghtin
101 when ils president Eelan
Degai was corugehl or bribery snid

Weneeda
comprelensive
policy review with
regard to privatisation
ofmedical education
and corporatisation
ol healthcare,

{2 Dulhd Highk Cotart called the
couneil ‘o den of comruption.’
The case dragisd of Tor many
years. Alter longdromn diseus-
gHma in parllamentary panels,
expert commitbees, =i, it was
decided io dishend the MC1 and
replace it with a gowvernmend-
pomtroiled WMC The change
was projected 88 8 greal refomm,
bt harely ive years down the
road, we find has ot much has
fi'ﬂmgnﬂl.‘l‘l’lhl!-g‘ru.l.rﬂ

TN

I.llﬂ:ﬁ.a'hml ol rmesdical E:I'l.l.m.l.'rm
vl the spslem of capitalion fee
{rollege manapements seliing
seals Al astmonamical prices). The
trerd alaried with peiveie colegos

ir Karnainka ard BMahamshim in
tive L&, amdd ks v nathoeranide
phersmerrm. In the befinndng,
el tnlleges g in be owmed or
maraged by peliticlins or thasts
controlled by them Then, the
anbil expanded b6 include p=i.
30805 arvd spinboal orgamisations
aswrll as local midustrindists,
Cregrall, rusming a medics) md-
lege barame o highdy oombve
affair despibe & cap o 'reanage-
ment quots’ of sesls and norms
absgl slandend infasfruchare
ke 2 mandatory lnncking hogpé
tl, Fay imstanece, the armual fee
kn the lhdex Medical Collegs
(Tndore) == cneof the iEatimstions
numed in ke FIR — is As 16
[akh, compared to Bs 1 Ik m &
governmmi-run college, as per
daks compiled by ke Dopart-
ment of Medleal Education in
ledhys Fradesh Thecapitation
few charged at the tme of pdrnis-
saom is sadd to be bebepen R 50
lakh and Hs | coore, Doctors
chizmed oul by soch molleges
darecliy fead the corporstiesd
sysiem of bealth delivery.
Private -:nueam are falking

............ .

f:q'uatm u[d.nnr,:l{rra. Al prasens,
lhe ansual indakes for MBRS
spaks i5 aboul llﬂ.[l:l]_ Irdda b
13 lakh registered practitieners,
which branslabes 1o the docior-lo-

popralation matio of 11563 as
agaimst (e WHO Roers of 1:1,000.
Hezides the overall shorage, o
disprepeetionate numbse of doe.
fnrs are jn cities. En March, the
Eerrernenent Enroanced mn addi.
Iimuflﬂ.tl][lmh]amdu,b-
ing 218 and set & targel of
ad&um;bulu]uf‘lﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂl&uhm

surgon thee NG 1o oasg pegualain-
E¥ norns o6 the ol Unboch
nstely, the WMC has yielded
this pressare. For instmnce, i
efently relased norns oo e
oppamiment of Bnalty o addnes
e shortage and suppor (he
ExparEion of enesdical sagle,
Irstead of letbing the NG
compromise on quakity san-
dards to mest government la-
Fels [he governmeni should
methank the privatisabon policy
fsedl, THl ewery addifoes)
MEBS seal brings extr momey

‘Iec prumolers of private ol

leges, corruption can't be acnd-
cated. Among many sugpEes
tions  made . by  emped
commithees in thy pest, the one
made by Uhe High-Level Beperl
Group on Universal Health Cov-
eragn in 2011 i highly relevanl
I recommended fnctionally
linking mediral colleges fo dis-
trict hospitale and mandating &
attkstaniial proportion of lood
shadent enmolmend. This would
v halped overrueme Lhe bigh-
Ty unaven dislsibtion of med-
feal colleges that has resulied in
akewed ard umequal avmilability
of doctors. This, hoswever, can®
be Emplemanted with & cefr
tralised repubsbor and withaul
imvabring slabe gmmmenenld
Cremaption m medieal collefes
nofl oy undermings (e inled
ty of the regulriory frmimes
bt also jeopardises the
of mnedical education and (1

B

we:mad:mup-ﬂﬂ'l-i'ﬂ&w'lﬂw
revieny wilh Tegard 1o privaliss-
Vo o mesdical sdiation, meee

pepiraastion of repalatson imd

poprRtisTiom Hmmﬁ___
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writing must

g0 beyond textbooks

b Matianal Counid] of Educaticnal

Fessearch and Tralming (HCERT) has
released the long-awaiind social scl-

enes teathonk fur Class B, (o adap-
five readership o Ladakh m

i Enviedlectunls? Bevause groipes of the iatter
ot efsher side of the debate E=slieve such
boaks are emdowed with the power o leve
#R imprint on renders’ minds, Bt the power

af & history cextbook is not in e

Pondicherry. Coming up with a statictics relating o penple kiled in
reathook isa Jong Bawl. Fices, iden- baithes and busldirgs destroyid — [0
iy tlye michorjauchors After a ot = in the mannes in which chimpe i
“research”, the boak b5 drafted, History is daumtingsy dif-
approved, snd poblished. Then, Aol {0 wirite, unless you tae rel-
pts buy these end teachers  Warayani npe hehind obsoume AbsTRcHons.
select “imporiant” sentences i 1 recall a conversation from -

the sf1encs cormmil [ memory. AL

soane stage. thess will have to be
tedd im thee excaims

v then so much discusdion on the

hook, not fy children, parents, or schoo

prachiera, it by unihversity eachers and pul-

alpta

adies agn, In 1966, [ was talking to m
gentleman, whom [ Bad just
inforened that 1 tuught history, We
discovered wee wese the same age, and had
been in Chags [V in B52 Snddenly, he got
andmmated and asked me whether ] remesm-

e the texthocks we had read, A competi-
tiom of recollecrion olbowed. We Bad both
enjoved Britsh history asd been bored by
[zsian bismomy == the texbare of the beoks, the
{Bustrations, the oarrstive We were ool &
wihir iz pairiotic for that We Boh realised
char the history of any country, ke a play or
a movee, can e comveyed either with beaaty
and eved huenoyr, or ina dall and Bfeless
misnner. The MCERT tearhooks of 3008 fac-
tored in apecdobes and artoons, caly o
e the carioons &nd fllusrations ignored
in thee classroom and, lter, Jeleted from e
‘boaka

Teachimg hishory cam be scli furs we bet
i caildrem fully Inberacs with the eadber
on the submect. & poblic school eacher in
Eeglamd, on the: frst day of Li-year-
uhils abont the Morman comfusst of England.
asked theen kindty If they had any questions.
A lixtle Sellorm stond up. "Pleass, sir, did the
Amgho-Sanons wesr giowest The Camibrmidge
graduibe did not kmmw e answeer,

T this Lest 20-pears, there has been a won-
derfial rewnhtion in ndia —a bhlossoming of
‘ol for children. many of the stories sita-

aied fin the past. Can't the MCERT have the
courage b open up tetbooks fo oompetiton
(o young hiscor er57 Ome of my
studenis, Subhadrs Sengapta, cruelly ed
by Cowtdd, had o massive fan folbowing. Her
delightful bistari cal povels wers despite ber
lack of mttentvennss m cfiais!

There kv Baady MANy wTEETS who wrole
history for children — Charies Digiens (4
Child's Fistory &f Esglard], Jawaharlal
Motrn, while in prisce [Letiers from 2 Farfer
i o Drannigheter).

The world knows EH Gomégich, the art
histocian, Bt it was cnby in 3005 a1 Ris
first hook, wrirten in 1536 in (German, was
traskared inoo English, as A Limk inoey of
v Worid. Fie had writen irwiben be was 28,
i sla weeks, with energy, humeur, and
pmagination. 1 am gare we have many

Gomhriches in pur coumiry, wWho can
relieve tired and slemm oidde-aged Wrstes
of the hurden of communicatieg with the
young.

Warsyanl ugfa ira Dl h-bxtingad hibsrores. Thi
g EcpRresnnd o BRENG,
b ke S
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r was the vl scheal dis-
persal, and wll the childesn
wese walking with their
pa i wiva hod come o
pick them up, chamering eway
ot thele :II:.'u"i Eappeiegs
I owezhieged ane very shex
o rE S DS WEREn B TrRea e
and her daighosr, wiia, [l
ears was in dies 4 The moth
er sald. “5n.,, whet happenisd in
sctraal insday®, . and the daugh
LT sbamed ecradhy, T resnbe
lixart...".. o which S muther
wiopped bar and uvked with a
tinge of ieriiatiomn, “No.. 1
meaTe, .. whil Fapgamesd inmh-
yacint™ The gil lnn noenily loab-
':]’: il hier rﬁh:: ani ..rbfl:d "In
g o o ee] T
15 b7 Wl preliably neg m
the sengs én which English
b s, Chamisiry, Plysics. Bigl-
Ceography, Hislary and
E;mlmss [:Fl-_:rﬁnd thit is the
pendasarital Mo in cur iosher-
ancly urdsnese pducarsm
sz wihich inaw Ghs ooy
no aprice far nokuiog o e
piteiny Tmatinld o Jeshiogg Our
ehildran grosw iD0e araaln one
allviry ‘F;l'm!l witan Uines -"E“-
wmifles any spark of grigralin
gl greagiviey thas childrem
tnirerically posses
fllerri Fanaisin Had said,
flagr rpleien et 18 8 acced
il an thue rionad misd & the

Fad i bl vy, W have copated,

& mecieny (hat Banmoes the ser-
waiul ul:irl'\l-'“ feegoiien de pill.”

ndinad, hew did v Sreas
saoh a spsiny? B Kes Rabin-
s, Orish paho, spedkor mad
irviprgant banad ashebar 0 sie-
iian, whese TED Talk "D sch:
wols kil erealielrg?”™ wad the
mosi walched TED dalk of &8
cime, with £6,3 sl slows
ared was lraredansd inio G2 lan-
puages, prpued an folees “ur
afkeralion T o prodosed
=41 1hie ke ol aeadenic asilicy
A thone's @ FEaan. AEourrd
the wanhid . thiene were ped palibe
evakechd of 2dycalen, eally.
hiafet e 13h conibiiry, They sl
e inig being o maes he
jumpde off mdusiribiss. b e
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Art of Learning~ 1

Human history has ended up creating a system that honours and churns out
excellent exam-takers, excellent clerks, excellent data collectors, excellent
book-keepers, but there's literally no recognition and appreciation for creative
talents and skills like art, music and dance. We, in India, are encumbered by an
education system that's mired in an outdated colonial legacy wholly geared
towards churning out éxcellent clerks

deranchy ks rmoied on e ldias
"Wumhber ona, that the
e usefall panjects for wark
Al e L. 50 B e prnh
abily eeered banignlyamay his
dhiriggn it sehiond Wi o weer
a kad, things you liked, on the
greamds thal you wauld neyver
gera nhodaing that. ., Don's oe
Trgsic, ¥UmoF nal geing 08 be &
musician; dan’l &b &r, Pl
vaney' 1 'tet ap ArEnL
"Byl v st 15 acwdem:
I abdiny, which R ready come
o3 demi nabe giir varw of neell-
gence, bicwse e wnivisitkas
danignied the system im thels
imngs. [T wa taink &l 1L, the
whola spmem ol potdic sdurcs-
vhedt Arpand tha Tearid 1 oo
trmebad pEocess of undvianity
aniraneee, And the conaeqpence
t» thal mtany highly-talested,
i lkni, ereatyve F"E:_I think
they'ew P, biecauss the thing
ihey wid# good me b schop was-
n't valued, or wak
werually =iygmd oL
thped. Amd 1 sk |
wr cui' 1 gl 19
e 1. (A Wy I
Im torms ol
whae Einsssin nasl
andl Sir B Bokin- |
son  #xplainad
hnam hissry has
prdimd Up creatng
& ayElem thal han-
pufs end chusss
o enre Lenl G
pakars, siLellan:
clerks. swrellane
datd callperars,
puepllent book-
keapuas, bt there's
licraihy s 12 eoEmdinkh G600
.Jp;r.;-.'l.'llmll'lilrﬁﬂluh"\-' Hkems
anid skl Bige arl, music and
damo
We (o Indid. Brm 2ncui
feazried By an s ucaiion SYEEM
ihol s mired in an ad idmind
eodoninl kgecy wholly prared
Hasmnc el ¢l raretkery
harhs pwlin woukd praainabhy
Hedja e Briaiah iR ovin
lecrion and aEmiHLEITAEN
O el ICKE baan]

schoil, with Mipher ¢lases ned
= reaiing etademic pressurm,
madl epEllve closses are dis-

sl - (EEK Y CAATE e
rignce ol ore: al e SChoals) an
period mas discontinoed rom
byt 8. nemle lids Dhddn ciss T
and even ihe s peor in the
whond has o b 2oaAensd
et an fl ks,

We ndeed ane sleck ind
very wreng kind of ssclbery
whore peopie who me the leasl
cregifee aam tha masand have
ull tha lmadight, wlteveas wTiieo
and pust siad ardsr laaguih
wwiry 10 paveny ang deprive-
i, Ared hawca By e msboge
me M dght from schonl Qe
thae.. "Wyau de Al ysu hive a
bt Frir. B F po e

The peincijul, of coans,
Wiy S s -m.r m - By hasss
o aeopmmodege 1L subjecis.
tih Fogmd mai i o pexriads Far
Enghinh, kaths, Bengall e, And

a5 Anhasor nays.
mo mchosl dn The
| world  [RaChes
dunce peeqy day
af the wesk the
way Ikey l2ack
mualhe. He arks
I wwlif T1? Jocaar
chiddren sciuall
danze Al |.l||||i
| guite mBdL
He goesoniog
giwe tho assmipli
af Gl Lymibe
whiv was an Feg:
Lish Ballerina,
dumcnr, choneag-
mapher. aelieis,
and dleEi e 18-
riglon diocior, moted for he
{tamrsn cheveagrap by ascialed
rith ey of the lengesl-iusiing
shoneg im Brosdwiy history,
Caix ond The Fhanwm ol
ihe Depia.

Wi, -l bad whrs 81 srhinssd
o thie 138y e sraly undemer-
Formual. and b schiool wrok o
hear paeeri, “We Mk Gllllan
his B Sarning disonlos. She
pralidn’t corceniraie sl wal
Nogrifeg S0 har diolher ook
ey 00 dociar, e e end. e

doreor wanl dsd gL Bextio
HlHan, and asld, Pt lEsengd
woak tres thies maiher's
nald e rﬂ!lﬁl.:!‘:::h.'ﬂ. 1
palvamly, Wail kens, We'll Be
Back: ve wnn'i Ba iyl
and 1hey went and lali her.”

Nuy a5 gy weni ol oo B
oo e mrned on e radls
ot wps shting o Bda desk And
when they getaud, B waid 1o fer
miother, “Ped pimrad s wEnch
e, and the minule deaey ke
s rooem, she wai o Bes Tees
mowng b the sl

And they wedched Fot a [ew
minuiss and he fanid 03 D
mother and siid. "Mk, Lmne
Celllian lenr mck: mhe's 5 clarear,

Tk bsai fexa daner sehisel ®

“Edp v eveedmally audl-
tiened for i Boyal Babet Sch.
pal) whe become a sololst; she
bad a2 wonderfu career a3 the
Reyad Balled. B @wenlualky pra:
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s raipanib ke (o eeme oGl e
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geoduccisas in hisary, shae's
prven pleamne o milloas, ang
phe'wa mald-milianaine Sane-
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ingd Ken flobine=n)

Hiidl sy dancuys, e5pe.
cially im our cory. o be
ex fariunate ne GEillesd Lar ys
think al tar very owes Tegane, o
eagimplke He ‘wes home schand-
eid, and his aoooind of b child:
heod dape [chtayiobyala) s sine-
wa with references 1o s haesed
Toar ecbedal il el fawe poars
siteadeid 1]

H in fact companas has
Ivziins inwedoel i being Imgis-
oned in celkilar sl in dndamos
neE M rnser 9o de. nsload b
wpend il Bds b ravieling g
WL plices, reveng ol kinds
ef poipi, reading aid resfilng
of tuunes. Imagiro v Tagoee
ol haee prasen op ines had
ra Bepn enoong ol waddgy's

s jiomd b
1T i Cpaiugest)

'f"..""lh:'rg.i'-_:.

o


Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-6), 26 JULY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, (P-8), 26 JULY 2025

Che Tribune
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School tragedy

Need to prioritise safety of students

wasn't an act of God that elaimed the lives of sev-
en children when a portion of a government school
building collapsed in Rajasthan’s Jhalawar dis-
trict. It was criminal negligence on the part of the

inistration — no remedial action was taken
even after local residents alerted the tehsildar and the
sub-divisional magistrate that the building was unsafe.
Ironically, the district authorities had recently told the
education department to provide information about
dilapidated school buildings, but this one did not figure
on the list. Why not? Officials concerned — or rather,
unconcerned - owe an explanation.

Regular inspection and maintenance of school build-
ings are critically important during the rainy season in
particular. Identifying structures which require immedi-
ate repair ought to be a basic exercise, classes simply
cannot be allowed as long as a classroom remains unfit
foruse. And a disaster is always waiting to happen when-
ever a fitness certificate is issued without due diligence.

It's a regrettable practice in India to close the stable
door after the horse has bolted. Earlier this week, the
Kerala government decided to conduct an emergency
safety audit in state-run schools after a portion of a roof
collapsed in a government school in Alappuzha and a
13-year-old boy died after suffering an electric shock on
the campus in Kollam. Rajasthan is expected to follow
in Kerala's footsteps; other states may also do likewise.
Every state's audit must zero in on the school buildings
which are in such bad shape that they need to be demaol-
ished urgently. Any delay or laxity on this count can cost
more lives. The campus is ideally a place for children to
learn and grow in myriad ways. Turning it into a death
trap violates the spirit of the National Education Policy,
which envisages a safe learning environment for every
student. Hopefully, the Jhalawar tragedy will rouse
stakeholders to pricritise safety on the campus, %} b Ve
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A photograph by Yuri Zhithalk-
hin I came across while search-
ing for images of Soviet class-
roomsof the pest-Bolshevik Ray-
alution period shows & teacher
playing the fiute to her shudonts
in s kindergarten ciass, The chll-
dren in if are sitting in & fngle U-
TR

Thiz type of seating wrrange-
ment, however, was net fypleal in
schools inthe Soviet Union. Other
clagroom photos show that the
commnnist Sovbets didn't abolish
the backbanich evet in kinder gar-
bens amd nurseries, which Lenin
;"Jj;ln'm u% 'the sprouts of comm-

A revolution seams to be ooour-
ring in Indian c=ssrooms, in-
spired by a 224 Malayalam mo-
vie, Sthanarthi Sreelutian (Can-
didate Srealoutan), rﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁ%‘ P
leagesd on & streaming platform.
The film, set in a school in UP
questions the divide betwesn
front &nd backbenchers.

The plot centres around Sres
kuttan, a backbenchar, running
againgt a fromthenchir in schog)
elections, He sugpests a semicir-
cular seating arrangsment to
bridge the gap between sfudents,
His idea 15 eventuadly adopted by

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 27 JULY 2025

Can a Novel Seating Plan
Really Kill Class Divide?

Frontbenchers, backbenchers - ready to get shuffled around in yvour benches?
DATA CRUNCHER

the school. Schoals in Kerala, Ta-
mil Maduo, Punjab, and West Ban-
gl have adopbed a T-shaped seat-
ng arrangement, which is e
garde as a progressivechange,

While hackhenchers may be
looked down uponinclassrooms,
in other seftings, the situation
may ba different Take parlis-
ment. Historically backbench-
ersthere have beenerucial in for-
midating policy Even in soclety
al large, backbenchers are often
percelved a5 more selfrelisnt,
selt-driven, capatile of handling
failura and sethacks, and able to
eollaborats well

Even though these traits might
not be universally frue, beingon
the backbench iz a glgnificant
aspect of being a student. Frost-
benchers miss & 180-degrea view
of the class Recently Harsh
Giornka shared his hackbencher
Hife in the classroom on gocial
media, which he described as
ideal for ‘sneaking in a nap, doo-
dling, or secretly enjoying a =a-
mesa.”

For many students, eliminating
the tackbatich would ondank:-
edly snatch sway some essantial
charmms of schoel 1ife, It would al-
50 deprive many prowd front-
betichers of their hadge of han-
o, 85 the idea of front benches
In schools would simaltaneaushy
e eliminated

Why are we 40 eager to elimi-
nate back and front benches in
classrooms? Have we trulybailte

Frontbenchers
miss a 180-degree
view of the class

=

I ¥
A
4

AL 23

.

PEHIIJ'F SITTING INFRONT

classless society? IF nod, why
rush to give children the Huslon
that such a utopla exlsis? Better
o ket them confront reality from
their ficst day in schoal.

Henches were first introduced
in clazsroomz around 6th c. BCE
in anclent Gresce, I became
mars common in the 1%t cesnhs-
ry, mainly as meana to efficiently
and affordebly sccommedate
more  students,  Additionally
they gave teachers room 0 go
around and enpape with every
stisdent

It's difficult to predict how
teaching will evelve in this AL
era. Advocates of Thshaped class-
room seating think it fosters a
mora inehasive learning errsom-
ment snd enhances student-
teacher interaction. With each
student taking centre stage, i
maey promote equitible engage
imnent and level the playing feld,
However, those with a soft spot
for backbenchers feel that it may
compromize qulet observation
and creative flexibility often
found in the back rows,

Again, understandably a lar per
claszs canmot be accommodated
by suchaU-shaped setup, There's
apprehension that I coinld causs
eyestrain and other prablems for
pupils who must sadve] theke
heads o ook at the blackboard.
in soclety, there's a wide dispari-
ty in baaic infrastruciure - food,
healtheare, transportation, and
educational  environments -
amaong pupils. Inan ddeal soedety,
wi would strive to reduce that
gap Bul that's a daunting task,
indeed. Mevertheless, theres a
simpler sofudion: reorient class-

' roam benches,

Instead, how about & 'recurring’
seating arrangement that's kept
fluld? My daughter treasured
such acreative setupin her school
days in Holkata, where certain
teachers would switch students
their seating rows every day The
third row moved up to the secamd
pasition the next day, twn to the
first, then to the tast, and 50 on,
Thiz - ar s vartation of it - could
e a batter way (o aiperience life,
society, and its inevitable class
siructure. YWhile also having an
aual amoumt af fiun &t schoo).

Thewriter is profissor of sfatis-
tles, Trdian Stafistice] fnstitude
IS8T, Enlkata

grilany g
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Learning~11

Stifling the space for creative passions to get nurtured and blossomed can
have many ill effects on mental health in children. Sometimes they may need
to draw, to think. Sometimes they may need to move, to think. o dancing and
drawing may not just be the ends in themselves — they may also be the means
to better academic performances. When children can happily pursue their

creative passions, they are likely to be better performers in acquiring other
cognitive skills as well

‘,? T

he Dritish authgr. Sir

Eirn Bebinson seid, "My

oo I8 Usar are-

mthdby mow is 2 impar-
s} in sdlecatan e iy and
we shorodd trevd [ oweilh e Sams
atinis.” He clies the example af
m lkile girl al sl who people
taught had leaming destdlities
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Pay urgentattention
tostudentsuicides

he Supreme Court and other courts have in the

past taken note of student suicides and issued or-

ders and directives in many cases. The pguidelines
tssued by the Supreme Court on Friday to governments
arethe mostcomprehensive of themall, and a5 the court
has noted, should serve as an enforceable framework
for suicide prevention in educational institutions and
coaching centres. In recent years, student suicides have
become & major social problem, calking for preventive
and remedial action on the part of educational insom-
Hons, governments, student organisations, families and-
individual parents, There is an alarming increase in the
number of studentsuicides in the last10years, According
ro the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRE), suicides
deubled in that period, with 2022 reporting over 13,000
cases, indicating an average of 35 suicides a day.

The guidelines rightly emphasise the need for pre-
vention of suicides. The court has directed that all edu-
cational insttutions with 100 or more enrolled snedents
appoint at least one gualified counsetlor, and thosewith
fewer students establish linkages . -
withmental healthinsttutions. The g
institutions should also prioritise @I T{= [
extracurricular activities, refrain
from public shaming of students, Courthias
andhE:JI their Stalftra:-iga:l by men-  WESTTE)
tal th professionals. There are ST
other guidelines as well, They will guidelines to
be binding on governments till le-  JET[ (23411
gal and regulatory frameworks are bl
cracted to deal with the problern. [Rakbtidll
They will have the force of law and
governments will have to enforce

them and report compliance to the court.
Suggestions and recommendations on the lines of the

current guidelines have been made whenever student
suicides have come up for discussion. Some nstimitions
have implemented & few of the recommendatons. Now
that the court has issued directions, there should be no
laxity. This needs to be emphasised because the statutory
requirement of appolnting grievance redressal commit-
tees 1o address crimes against women is not followed by
manyinstitutions. There may even beexcuses suchas the
non-availability of counsellors. It is important to ensure
that thereisanecosystem inall institutions that assists and
promotes the mental health and wellbeing of students.
A number of facters lead to stedent sulcldes—academic

pressure, ragging, sexual harassment, financial difficul-
ties, and discrimination based oncaste, gender, ethnicity,
and sexual orientation. All theseneed tobe takenseriously
and that i why dealing with student suicides becomes &
complex challenge. Parents also have an important roie
in ensuring that children do not come wnder pressure,
Campuses should not become grounds for unhealthy
L'pmpueﬂﬁm.hﬂlem,ﬂmyshmﬂdpruﬁdﬁakmd.l:cunfﬁ
sicnate and healthy envirenment tostudents.
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Lessdns from the school
tragedy in Rajasthan

, he death of seven children during the collapse ofa

Tgﬂ?&mmem school in Rajasthan’s Jhalawar

district should serveas a painful reminder of the
decrepit infrastructure that often characterises
government-run schools in many parts of India. The
failure to release funds earmarked in the state budget
for 2,710 schools identified by the education
department as needing repairs makes this a crime of
omission. Against this backdrop, state school
education minister Madan Dilawar's remark that the
money for repairs can’t come from him is not merely
insensitive but downright offensive.

A state where government school enrolment among
6-14-year-olds stands at close to 60% (according to
Pratham’s Annual Status of Education Report 2024) can
ill-afford to overlook infrastructural needs. If students
and their parents can't feel confident about the safety of
a school building — a basic ask—and are unable to
undertake out-of-pocket expenses for private schooling,
itis a short path torising dropout rates. The quality of
school spaces, research indicates, is positively
correlated with students’ educational attainment.

The state government has ordered a high-level
inquiry and announced compensation for the families
of the children killed. It now needs to act on school
repairs. The Centre has advised states and UTs to
assess building safety, butalso for evacuation/
emergency readiness, and psychosocial care protocols
of schools. While this is a welcome measure, states
have to take a proactive role and not just scramble to
do this after a Jhalawar-like incident, a<\px |\
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SMRITI [RANI

N EY across the television screen,
Thee pelitical trail, rarsforrnative d assmooms,
the rattling loom, ameng other evolving
CONEENTE, I've seen ame truth bok] Steady —
outr poveet bies in ourimaginatinn, curiosity,
{h.‘-l-'.'i'l"ll:_l.' ani |N'Il:l“3'|l'-'1'| India’s crearive
ECOTHITEY 15 o reach 350 bdhon by
PO2E, according tn a report pablished re-
ety “Creative Economy™ is mol just a
smaet phirase buat halds the potental for
bufiding aleative-oulrural assers, 10 Cam g
ate=as a strategic lever of inchusive growib, |
want o bring togerher bao powerfal per-
spectives — sducation s eninepeeneir-
shap, and dlassroomes ard creators. Topether,
thisy prsent kndia’s development frontier
with strong. inclusive opposiumiries, Thi
question, therelnne, ares: How quickly can
i EsTinuthons prepane yoang minds with
the skills and confcderce i help them par-
ricipate inthe createe economy?

A pipent sarvy- hacked repart, Shaping
Education b it e FB0 e Croatee
Economyy’, by 2 leading indian mansgemen
consi g . states thatonky 9 percentof
sl ey acroes T2 sahes demonsaie strong
readinesy in design thinkirg fesearch and
real-veorld problem-sobving. These ane 215
cennry sialls and core competences of e
creative poonamy, In a world where Al can
ol ol DT cTeare, hese gaps malter

The MEP 2020 calls [or ensbedcing F15-
cemtury slls — oritical thinking. crealivily,
callaborabion, and communcaion — @mid
i curricutum. But we must go further.
With the CE3E now mandating art-iovbe-
grsted lrarning Froen Grades |-X, and the Rs
S0 eved Tnadiarm Inarituce of Creative
Toechnokogies (BT ) lawnhig in Mumbal,

e bl print i emerging

Creativity cannof be pari-time, and in
bt meree, it carmot be extrscurricular 1 ds
[FETIE 00 T N E DT oS Erealivie @by pHevalie-
ial mindser raining — through maker

spaces, starbag lahs, amd design sprince Lee
ereativity be assessed not just in art rmoms,
oot brasmess meedels. digial portfidics and
social impadt, m“gltmld:tlﬂmmm
ricdism The feport also bighlighits hiw in-
iemasianal boards such as the ntermatinonal
Bacralareane |18 ane mors successiul inde-
ﬂﬂﬁummﬂl#lfﬂdﬂ of the éigative
econemy in schoal stdents compared o
Inill an boards

Ifia’s creatwee oo |5 exploding — ree
Just Iy memos, bl in village courtyards,
srmiad]-tever kanes, sl ool commuriny cen-
toes, With afforcalide ech and desp cuiniral
recty aver 100 millicn indians — lanmers,
weawers and 16l experts — have become
digital creators, The creator econiimey has
s surpassed ithe S500 mallion mark, pow-
rred ot by poliied parache bot by few au-
thenricioy| s revolutiosary power Shariess
bairiers th.thn rqmﬂﬂiﬂﬁ
charnpion vanishing aral histories taoug
nbmant sartphone Smrms Inl‘ihﬂ.m
trestors Ellihe education gags kit by tradi-
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" The creativity curriculum

As we journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047, our greatest strength will he in our capacity
to imagine, narrate, and innovate. Let’s build an India where every child is a creator

momal systems, They aren 't just telling 50—
nies - theyare telling “thel” stodes and fu-
#lingagrassrnars mosement, rocked inlan-
e, idenriny and lecal paidie,

We =) thein raw, vernadular ereative
sarge ing how India speaks, [osms
and beads inche recent Bunch of | ndias Gt
pishlic srreaming platform, WAVES OTT,
craened by Prasar Bharacl WAVES OTT ac-
complishes vilsat enmmendal glants may
oo — by el e il ST ATONS. 0T k2 ak-
ing local content arsd stortelling part ol the
ratioral corsersations. ntoday's India, the
st prraerful public messaging isn't op-
dhorvn; i1 created, uploaded, nd senplified
from the groand up, WAYES iz not a passive
FEpelne of content: itira dernocratic boid ge.
Inooimders drcainarinal Regifmacy on crsatrs
emerging fromwillages and tovwes 2md pro-
widies them with &n egual opporbanity ko
sbpeam fhelr concere. Small-gime flms, es-
tablished conbent prodscers. infloencers,
and studient films can all showecase their
gontent aloogsde sach other,

Inclassrooms across india, beachens ane
fuminginks creators, ard shudann indo molo-
pererveurs. Khan Sirfrom Patna — ammzd with
chual, wit, and acarmerd — educates milions
through YouTule. Mearvehile, Bangalion’s
Pardkrma Foursdasion bullds storytelling.
theatre, and lmmaking into everydey
lezrning. 15 Maharashira, 7¥-year-old
Shesddha Garad launched ber ddam digital
embredd ery neerial chamee | during the gan-
demsc, is now selling patterns anling and
rmen b Wedanger girld m er village — a
studesir, a crestor, aod &0 garEEreneur
vl bl i o,

Thazse aren't oudliers — Ehisy s vae by sy -
ks of 3 mysterroc shifl, Qur polcy el Tiw
pespond vwith speed and scalke. bnaging guy-
eemumiens-backed média Lils 2l Creaiod -

Inddla’s creative foree is
exploding — not just in
mietros, buk in village
couwrtyards, amall-rown
lanes, and kocal communicy
cenervd, With affordable
tech and deep eultnml roots
over 100 million Indians —
farmers, weavers, and local
cxperty — have become
digital erearors. The creator
ceonomy lkas now surpassed
thue 5300 mallboa mark,
powered not by polishied
panache but by raw
authenticity! [is
mulul:i.mur:,r pooer
shatters barriers,

R Silumar

oahabors in every district —whers stadents
ey P CAmpaigrs, Nairane el sarkes
and T digital pioduction A58 life 2511 Bur
this ransformatcn wen't hagpen in sios
Minigimes ks Mok, MSDE and J&E muost
canverge — biending skilling with story

relfing, curricudum wilh creamr capisl ina
Viksit Bharar, lieracy isn ' juss ahout neading
and writing — it's abous creatang, pilching.
andd publishing.

e, the Erue power of the orea v et
cemy will be wnlodied not only from scale
baag i |05 social nesomance, kn oommemiies
wwhesre inefibohiors ars slove or absent, o
Atnrs ans sheppang in - bridging information
g, shifting nomas and activating public
awrareness in real fme, lin Gdizha, fribal
eenagers wie Ddiva map videos 1o each o=
mate-rezilient arming — reaching over
500, 0080 Carmnieds, vilstve radifonal exnen-
shor systems fave fall=n stort (LNICEE,
20245 In Kerala, A5HA workers produce

sharr-fanm haalih conesnl im balsyalam,
doubling engagement of TH saireness
compansd o state-led ohipdc ostneach.
‘ermacular influsncers. aoross platforma,
hawe driven mone than 70million sioss an
subjecty ke mensirual Bealth, chik) -
e and varoina bons — tegiss o afben lelf
aut of matnstream media,

As wer joarney toviards Wiksio Bharar
_'Dfl'l'.l:n.l.'g:ll'il:eﬂm'l!w“ﬂl nod bz in faec-
Lo s oo oo Bk i i e 1 D6 e
ing, nam-ee, and inmovane, n.a vorid shaped
oy algonchime, Indla’s Curpemcy i3 crealivity
— anid s geteimial iz i Hess. [#0 build an
Il wihetie every <Inild i a creaton, and
EVOTY Cnea ey ig 2 fance for ecoesanic. oul-
ek, amnd sl mansfermanoen. That =il
ki e (5l Eha e

e ettt i 8 fvrmer Union Minntr
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Are We Creating Morons?
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Stuﬂent unions as laboratories of citizenship |

FoH I K barrad e Hild Tedoyi rerilire ued dorandiny  cwrpn dopsaeer Trehal  ore was @ prever eocowld weriereer
inchlerin. B e then. t-u.n ﬁmmm L e it eracham T Wisdand SRR, Ter pelitrinas el lo cudrerie iofoeed,
r-Farrauhap aadodi L FVL Srodeas’ mmhﬂiw T liy b ot 1 rudepbun eaprprd it e, To gty e priarras
alun i I ' ﬂrﬂumm;.hul Il ofs i dmarnd ber ik, w 1o sl them thrar pobbioal  po it T B T bt froision., Yion
ool b ] L i bl wrdmwram [P T J1 DRI TEPRLE [F RS TT. T w u:l.ﬁ e R wihinsbiad sl i Iy okt bt
ol u kmg-chormmans deba s ek 4 e 1F e = e sl lldn:hi'bll.l.. .i:l.d:l;u'p-ll:l FLRAng girdlirmpnudom
dawdihe bl ol dipa o ourodcs B ot R T T i 1 T frvim e experkreoa 12 bl § b [T . RAlE, and
Erarinmkam wie shepiag AN ovel ik e e proiriialy i oot witd .T oeee crrrisbiceddl p'r]l.lll.l:l-h-l Al lﬂlﬂﬂdm T hamion.
ebres decsdes of s en, 1ke moer B baing mmlﬂlm-ﬂmm paEme kg preeswes ard o Tl Laigaboly Sodnmdred a ap by engagging wich derweracy ool .2 prasiry. Ever busd
ooredieed following 3 propoml] fromivhe “ﬂ:l.nd e Ll Do TR STl o Faprars Conar b 3006, e skemdy  plodioer.
Pl Stodicat” inkon of bt (HS10) ;-'l:ln'h'l;l'l:ld:lll.l-r Cﬂtnmﬁhwhﬂ oo m ok h"i':l'ﬂm Ty oo v e fecd ooy Widiry iy s ol bl owe radTeraar fod e
= l-:llnlqr l mm:ﬁp
corpldaies et oyl |

» T,

ok ool ken Serhip T T T jumtieen aet Porink, the et od skt

din Dl Maarirs dakbeoge wnd Thesvais o e inroadarisg oedead el M_ﬂmmu ey i Bl wed el cumpulaning. 1 slp b s o L i ek iia  oedee shroors wr reky; Bl whethes
o ‘hmluihumj. v belirvr o wiudeT R G T o der

Hﬂgw‘mm mmnﬁl#m;m Tﬂlﬂmhmk i pideh wla i ] L b practionlindnapros widbeins, e ner ik il revpom-
1] & far g Encpdsing ekl g Ban Srplera’ [loion sbamhona baes docs-  ollls ageian e deporerneion of Iadior  sEnl epEErdon. o chic ol g, el pycaa rhaerks Th Karmamilos preom

e LT Ll AL CpECE rm'll.lnrlﬁ b-_rhrpmkﬁ MT.WIW-H‘W bib s iwrie, Karnatskay jrn-p-l EEEi Tk o chasce i Tk
-'pg::wn'\hh-ﬂ.illh"ﬂ-“‘_ i e chishei, i e e Fraivs b W Borgal banw o far- n.lhlumm.-m uiﬁi'r-' qlll;\ll:l:-'-plllrh particpaic. kud, sad

ey Theie cotaes and ok iidursded. e oy B —_ e,
fric. [rs phacen ke Jrweburial Peckies  ciersam sw mch inirroe anmien b T i ik s h}tp-h‘\ll.h rr:!rmi.u.l.nd urgert Bx o, than T oy bee e e
il L Ll 0 et .“u_q u:“!.trh'l.uimt;: wial MMMW e} wd ”‘n:m B T 1 st e i drw . et s cxaofics
1 ke lwve Bararkaly played ploml  debass srid goacity ronema, medun e e o fring  ciscowes could brocore rainkag poasds | [Tleaerted T
- mlhld-l'm.-l.lxlﬂlnmnh wErT P i e hning sodaes drnlor. i Fosvrvry, docs Sur b0 we dbaainy | oseyoaiigend sadetsrsil tet il e e et prscyaiee. of linbe's deos- q‘dm-m



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 29 JULY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


How NEP facilitated a
UK-India partnershlp

The framework on
education, which turns
five today, has identified
internationalisation of
education and invited the
world to invest in India

o July 3, Prime Minister
!\‘la.l:md.ra. Mol S0 or 4 mew
wisiom for edocaton b Tndk, (he
Ietioma | Eduramiom Palisy 3050
[NEPL This wisionary
M wark for the vesy firet tisos ien-
tified Intermadonalisaton of edues-
thoin as & nadosal pricsicr and invised
e ol bo coll absrne: and co-creiie
‘with India’s therhving higher ede=iion
ernsysiem. Frovisiens fof fereigs uni-
versicy campases, joint aod duaal
degress, credit ransfers, sod an
inresesed fcws oo nessurd and e
vaoiom afm T prepel Indis rowards
becoEning ﬂﬂtﬁmiwm'ﬁm
Imorwledge eonomies
Ademean expectly v vers on, Endia
15 celebrating e years af fha
Rarionil Education Folicy In action
and I sl the UK Eave privritizsd
educakss i car mefrished end for-
wind-ooking Comguehensive Srale-
@i Partssrahip. Last wisek in the UK,
Prime Minlessrs Eaic Sarmer and
Dol et ot i Bor 005 (hat will
Bl ooy cour BeRdy SOPOTE et o
and Zills parmership, srmuring the
pueat pemaeratioon of mkm..crﬂl:-

I-"':‘l'-'l !L'ﬂﬂ lmh-lﬂ-'ﬂTl rhruu:h an
Rl I!Iil.l.mﬁ;rudnlm;
Pu'ﬂlhuhmdux-jmp-l-
nership i= already dear 1o see. with
ihe oppormusdty W seoess the NS
wurkd-cluss educarion growing righs
trerein India.

Lo Judy, the Undwersitg of South-
a.!nptmh-nm:m:umrn:rp
#ign universicy 1o egen a
comprehensive  brasel
campas i Indls wder the

Wmm;-
sinn regu 5. W Wi
ing peremaony n EI.I.I'II.E‘EI'H

with digmiteres feam
muﬂrnmu: of India

1ol the Unpeersky ol Sombe

In GIFT Ciry, thes excirement Is <un-
Unuing e griw,

WK s of the UECs best ndver-
sitles hringing their brards to Indis,
thouigasds of Indian smdenes
will heve new opporiunices (o gaks
the ghotal ghdlls that Ind’s fasr-grow-

poomeiny needs. These srudenis
Bt pilags of [ndin’s
manemy ind o
Echigveroent of the vision of
Wsir Bharad

Biar this: e
Inpmpmmmﬁ
molden thread of piople-io-

India= w.n-hul: hawve TEv-
ulled 8o eech cther's coun-

ammpton. But it was amang Efies, i our lvimg
sodents that the modiemen: Eeidge and g their
wWas mos - Oae - o petant peart inourvihrant
igld us that she was ‘;.- fisgarch, education mnd
deliphied in have the chance i Nl pastoenhip, In the TIK,
to mttend & UK 1ni ' e e do celebeaie cur
without having o trave Alison 1.5 millkes strong Indian
thousands of miles from her Barrett disepoen, Thell nrirbutions
feemiky, — YT N T TN

1 iz srodents like her thas = s, piorts wnd wverything
this benesis mosL else v Banen [l i 1w aed cithes

= mn ipoctant milesone in acroRs e LTE

the UK-Endia reldornship, which has W ari 48 an inflection poit im
beem made possible by the NEF, the  cranssaenal education, Tegether,
'IJ.'}L‘I ons end e UK and o coiiiiriie i Shapisg o hifure
India's ooy, evpuimahd and insevese mode

i, A with fror cther UK unfeersi-
ties el b Sollow Southampion's lead
and open campused in India mext
year, and Feo moce g i kiineh soon

of eressnationl cdieation thas prior-
EH’!E&L qa:ﬁﬂq.lmd aregs-21|-

exnchange. UK ampuses In Indis
are oofy ooe pari of the st More
Lt ia-1UE it el i) dhegrnns, -
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=
Bpalalicns, when
b powarful emablers

Emﬂm hlhkr::ﬂhll ill:um.“ﬂ
fisea )
ihe chriving Infan h.lmﬁmum
ezncyseem. All this creares sreaier
rounicies dor yousg pople,
md.l.ng for Brinlsh sudents oy
epend time studving In Indie
The beapoke Toung Professiceals
Seheme (YPEL 4 visa scheme which
adlorees oo [ndiam and Brigeh prad-
uaies: o2 Eve, enudy, wriee] sad work in
the other counizry Jor U [0 Twe Years.
15 &l e eEshler ol tiet
The dming of cur eommimess o
deepen o educstional parmership
not ke more mpanant 1o a
worid of geopn miz
and I:nthnu.'loaa.l and greater
demand Tor higher edocaben. it i3
crocial that our education spiteess
irpndve [0 drive insovaticn sad bodd &
ekillind amed forward-locking miznt
pod, ready de adkiniss glohal chaden-
s and coarritrre 1o @ safe and sis-
tairabdi Forr for el
That & wiy the UK and India's
inteflicgual will buildan
thiis stpang faundetions of the v fe
years of progress we have s wader
the HEE. We will be responsive m
emEriing oppoctunifies, Mag 1o the

mw*w mnhci.l;:hnpllﬂuﬂ.m

rapid advascement of technolopy,
and strengthem our collaboragiog,

And W hope in see universices
mnd.mq Te partner 10 align dweir

curriola, processes, and suppart
1B 0 et sTden i e chaad i
ﬁ:mﬂmumtﬂﬂm
Erons, when th D;m
undd eonsSstdly tm mn:s i be
powerfisl esablers of inczrmariseal
leaming.

[ndia and ce UK are collabor dog
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FCEEY ooascions ke equ
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g=a. Edumtion is e foundaron es
witich sEnnomles Fow, and wheee
insiretions that crizite the eppormes
Hes al ehe mmm T UK
and Incis will COOn A0 niTire dhe
next generaion of mles threugh gur
#lotal edacatien and skijls PAriner-
et = and we are excied 5o ses whai
the next five years of t NEP will
h"'-“ﬂf
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BE A POOKIE

How IIT-Ropar’s convocation became a masterclass in
connection — a reminder that joy belongs on campus

POOKIE, BY any other name, is someone who gets it. What it means to be

young and vulnerable; to crave joy in unexpected places, or to question

why solemnity must always march in step with ceremony. At lIT-Ropar’s

recent convocation, director Rajeev Ahuja, professor of Computational
Materials Science, showed he hasn't forgotten the feeling of wavering between hope
and anxiety, standing on the cusp of change. The 60-year-old didn't just hand out de-
grees. He doled out dabs, fist bumps, and Korean finger hearts. Formal, it wasn't. But
memaorable? Absolutely.

The videos of the ceremony on social media, clocking over 30 million views, have
earned Ahuja the affectionate moniker of “pookie professor”. His moves may not have had
the Gen Z chutzpah — Boomer shoulders can only shimmy so much — but what mat-
tered was the spirit. In a space often weighed down by formality and hierarchy, Ahuja
brought presence, play, and a rare emotional intelligence. He didn't just preside over a
convocation, he participated in it. Ahuja met students where they were, and in doing so,
made the stage feel alittle less daunting and a lot more empathetic.

The moment may have been light, but its resonance is far from trivial. Higher educa-
tion in India is often weighed down by stress, burnout and d sense of alienation. In the end-
less jugglery of exams, deadlines, institutional pressures and exastential dread, a smal|
gesture of warmth —ashared laugh, a playful photograph — can feel like a moment of ley-
ity; an affirmation thatleaming isn't just about Instructions, it is also about connections.
Ahuja’s gesture symbolised a rare kind of academic leadershi p that institutions could do
more with: One that is committed to creating spaces where students can thrive as more
than the sum total of their grades; one that values joy over ceremony. Because long after
the degrees are framed and the marks forgotten, what stays with students is someone who
made them feel seenand heard. Someone like a pookie, on their side. 4‘5\\“
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National Sports Governance Bill, 2025
A game-changer for Indian sports

n
=

1 July 2025, ak the
Ohﬂdqﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂsgfﬂ}g
International
Olympic Commities (10C)
in Lansanmne, Switzerland, a

high-level Indian ;
tion faced a stern :rilil:r
check. The I0C vaiced
sefows concerns over Lhe
persistent mismanagesment,
cortuption, and gover-
rsarsce issues within India's
gports bodies. It flagged India's rampant dopi
problem, inconsistent Ohampic pﬂfuri:-naunm
the overall lack of accountability in sports ademin-
istration. This intervention was mot un::rP:ctq:d_

For years, Indian sporis bodies have operated in

a h;ﬁgﬂ}ltﬂﬂ self-serving manner, governed

by comstitutions and court orders rather than

any comprehensive legal framework. In this con-

text, the Government of Iidia’s introduction of the

m&&mgﬂ:ﬁgmnu Bill, 2025 marks & his-

toric and muach- towards i, Erans-

ITE'F ﬂm‘lﬁl‘i Eklb-

athlete welfare, and aligninent wi
1 standlards. "
Reform Anchored in Structure

At the core of the new legislation are three Instin-
thonal mechanisms designed to restruchre India's

ASHOK KUMAR

sports povernance: it
The Mational Sports Beard (B
: The Mastional Elaction Panel (B5SEF]

Sports
# The Mational Sports Tribunal (N5T)
These bodies are envisiomed to work in synergy
4o ensure fairness, ethical conduct, demo<ratic func-
tlaning, and cfficient conflict resclution in Iivdian

Sporis.

Pillar for Development and Welfare

The Matiaral Hna.:dgl;ll.ﬁnmu? "1“1?;
i tb sports develop

Qh:rlndhm mmﬁh E wﬂd}' swch a5 former ath

letes, legal administrators, and rep-

nesentatives of civil society, the NSE will be regpon-

l[u;[m ional sports policies

. ing niaticmn _

# Ensuring equitable distribution of fanding and

infrastructure

& Coordinating with state sporls hadies and fed-

eruthons

® Supporting athlete welfare, 3|:-:1Hn|a.r3]u]:-5. men-
tal . and injury fnandgeme
.:.}-;J:u;n}lud.lsﬂ.'pﬂt:dmphy:prm-

Eive role in ing age fraud and doping, twe

critical issnes that continue to damage the credibil-

fity of Indki £is, .
With centralssed verification systems and stricter

Mondoing, the MSE aims to restore integrty in ath-
bete participation.
Democracy In Sports Federations

Indias sports Federations
have long been plagued

by  hon-transparent
elections, unopposed selec-
thons, lifstime tenures, and

?_?MHHL
¢ Mational Sports

Election Panel (NSEP) is
propossd as a key reform

i ALAKNANDA
instrament to enforce ASHOK
demacratic, fdr, and time-

bound elections in Mational

Sports Federations (345Fs)

and other governing bodies

The MSEF will lay down paidelines and soper-
wise the electoral processes independently, minimas-
ing external influence and internal manipudation
¥ execmted s this redorm can fiastier greater
legtimacy and trsst in how sparts bodses are man-
aged. However, the real challznge lies in implemen-
tabion, given the entrerched power ics, Yet,
if achiewved, it would indesd be a dream come true
for Indian spoets.

Towards Fair and Speedy Justice

Perhaps the Tnnslpmg—dunm aspect of the bill
i the establishment of the Matkonal Sports Tribunal
{Hm-‘mﬂhﬂdwm}"ﬂrmﬂ;dm
related to sports, From selection cortroversies and
contract disputes to Wy actions and dep-
g cases, the MET will abfer:

® A fast, impartial, and accessible dispute resahs-

tlom
» Rnﬁ::f:mmtbnrﬁmnﬂmﬂhydﬂmm%
ceedings
» that can go directly to the Supreme Coart
urniless global roemes otherwise

The MST aligres India with internatioral best prac-
Hoes urisprudence, 25 s<en n countries
likee the UK mjilfurueﬂa.]tuami;lﬂrslcpmumu-
ing that athletes and sports prafisssonals bave a trust-
Wm for justice. The Hon'ble SBupreme Couart

High Courts should not entertain any Btigation

undess the parties have flrst exhausted the option
u[aPpm:.r:lEihﬂ the BST

Promaoting Falr Play

The bl takes inspiration ffom the Cdympic and
Fﬂﬂ}ﬂﬂrﬂc Chu'lers,_whii uphald the values of
fairress, huonesty, equality, and respect, Irsdian s
unﬁ::ttlmu{];hsﬂﬂmbﬂmhhwdbrmﬁam
e Imchading finsouritiam:, carrugtion, age fraad, and
hanwed substance use, T counter this, the Sports
Governance Bill mandates
@ Transparent BEVermance practices
o Conilict-of-interes] i
& Periodic sudits and ic disciosiures

‘These mechamisms are designed to restare pub-
Kic faith amd ensurs that ting Bstitutions serve
naticnal fnperests, B4 ividual fielfams.

with

Crucially, the bill strikes a deficate balance between
respecting the independence of sports federations
and ensuring they operate transparently and
ethically. As per the Olympic Charter, sparts bod.-
ies must be antonomous and self-governing, The
Indian Government respects this principle bt
emphasizes that autoncmy must coexist with
aceoantability. The role of the Matineal Sparts Board
will be that of a facilitstos, not a contraller, ensar-
ing cooperative, standards-driven, and ethically
found grvernane.

Tachkling Age Fraud

India continues io struggle with spe manipulation
in junbar-level sports and a mﬂﬁg crisls,
According to a WADA 10-vear study, India ranks
sscond globally in the number of doping vicdabons,
ﬁmm.'ml.'hnﬂnr.um:' iz Times' article revealed thar India

thas the ki posizivity rabe (3.8 per cent) for
bﬂlinﬁjﬁuhulafcﬁmmgurijnrmuntqﬁmhm
proposss creating specialised units within the NS8
m.

# Uz hiometric, medical tools for sge verificaion
@ ffaintain centralived athlete databases
® Collaborate with NADA and WADA to enhance
testirg, educatian, and enforcement

I rigorausly implemented, tnis could pasition
India a5 5 phobal example of clean #nd falr sport.

A Law Bomn Out of Urgency

The W Giovernance Billl, 025" is not
merely a policy documens; it & a visionary begal
:I'r-:.m'art aimed at transforming the Indian
sporting landscape,

Faor tog Iindin's athletes have been at the mency
ofthe sports federstons and have barne the b

systemic Baves: this bill rec theeir right 1o
fairness, support, and justice. il is roted in the
understanding that sports argandsatians perform
public functions that directly Impact ratonal
pre. youth devlopmens, i glbe prcepin

ence, they must operate apenly, ethically, and in
the public mberest.

Thee Mattesnal Sports Gaovermanos Eill 2025 holds
the patential to be p watenshed neoment for India's
spearts ecasystem, Through it tripartite pfoem strsc-
bare — NSE, NSEP and MST — it promise sccoant-
shility, professionalism, and athlete — first gover-
fence. Tt success will depend nof just on enforce-
mient bt also cm d-ppﬂcﬂvﬁﬂmﬂl:ufmn]jhhﬁ
within Indian sparts instibabions

Ele::Lunm:ﬂ hoth in lemer and spinit. the hill
can ebevate Inddia 10 global beadership in sports gov-
ermance, paving the wiy for def.ner competilians,

cred o mmdaiparhn,gbri{mdh.:ﬂm
nabiom iR lit pl'l.'ll]l] al.

At Hurruar (d Wt Chpnebor Sacre Lshmssly of
Haryena ard Alskracda Mgk |5 foing Seereiary of Irdian

Obmpic Avectation) g1z,

d

P


Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7), 29 JULY 2025


A K. MERCHANT

ur plane & caughd = gnp
ol eluns, confosion and
innianiiry, Ar the s e
e pobdical eoantans, anrd
wncisd ordier i velmile and oyt of op-
ol Penplesserymhers are surroumd:-
ed by ordeals and kardships. soug-
againes incorable Mk Theee i
pepair. hopelesenest and o lack of

 conBidence about B lulers, Redasnn-

Ships afe deveid of trust remalting in
|Hdl:@n:.d eriss, particubudy among
the poung pespdn
A recent anahysis of te remibile
world condldons comclodes e tie
ble plighe of dee "lnsupatian
Hy™ wiGch is i bedeeek and
corssrstane of sotiery & the primary
. in the BIM:L hﬁ;gur\-
tenen of fiveny & Bahdi life, family
fekrtinms, and upl Thew sansiiy
of marriage are given nrit
andd all the hhuu.'nl'rl = e 5
oy reflimct the divies T Er\-:l-
secitng the family feam d
forces and making il a space for chil-
dren pod youth 80 sogquer Lhi vahoes
and build charsstes is abaolulely
gaminital for ru'|.|'|||.||1'|_s the goaks &f
Arera Mechhar (Sell-relir) o Vilein
Bharai | D o Lrindii
In Dace r 2814, 1he Uniged
Matinns Gineral ey sdoplad &
resnhotion docliring 15 Juky as Workd
Yeuth Skills Day. The goal iz 18
echicye Boirar socit-oonnilie O
ditians for oday’s yeutl @i @ Means
ol addiessing the ci=liemgis of unem
ploymnent and usdsr emplopmend In
Jin ‘Seane of 'World Fopulaizsd Repan
a3 ihe Viited Maions ?upull]!h_l‘l
Funsd [HFFAL records thid Dedia’s
papalacion had ceacharl 140 cTores
Pi.4% Esllinny. How tan wo furn s
demngrephic milizicn: inio & gale
way uniprecadanted possibilivies

inabead of 2 buge bordent

Indie’s yoath are brmming with
potenitial - butb masy ame cavigatng &
mekd of challenges arr

= Bducalan vecus Employabllivy

Diegrizs da sl akvaye ranslane inio
joites. Ermiplcymm wanr practical dills;
undorfunataly many gradistis o e
eouniry lack haseds:om rience.

While the warld mdis aleed with Ani-
ficial Eniellipeni: sod i e,

iy Insnn ons S0 irssh ooigsied
eeries. D ul rabs tn pchobls ae
Sl gruite high, ssparcially in sural
uﬁu and mmong n::aﬁﬁn'-ms w
wln uNTHERD 1 nicks oy
|nmﬁurll:1l-l1ﬂ'rﬂl:lﬂn!ﬂwﬂﬂ?ﬂ
hovers sround 20-23 per cant. The
infnrmal secior mary peovlde jobes bun
gharre s nn spcsrtty or lorg-tanmn ben-
glies, Tin the sdhes hand, chere are
many who are ove It the
joitm they i, leschog o Busiranon
arud ermiot

wPdental Bealih Crinis - Thers am rs-
ing canen of anxisfy, deprasgdon, angd
burnom, sspecslly among sy
and yuung peofesvienaby As pee the
it ricend dais svsilabln, e in
wviry i poesth duflen Bom menial
wirio., i, il amund thar-
wpp and lack of afordable manial
ligsideh care hinkp sy frem secking
hedp.
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ol thie “peitect lile® ot leadi 1o
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i make young peosle e lie they
ar# Taling Tehimd.

u INgial Diwids  Oily ~45% of i
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Let’s empower youth to change the world

Frograms Tike YouthHub and
Suryemitra am reing 1o b this
gap, ‘b =oale and resch amﬁi?im-
mad,

With 82 par camt of Inclia’s pop:
ubriinn undar B pears oid, we mus)
wiEW 1218 A I
bz rewrlte nasracives of paverty,
Inegualbry, h]'ll‘l'l'l'ﬂl?l!’mlllt and
umderdevelopment. Youth musd
berome doeis ard sal cermain does-
g, Tty el by mk msi “How dn 1
srand cieel” rathier “What do [ stand
T
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of higher learnisg. el of cha
(S TET] trazal sk -n::
I lemEver ey dre pauriiaiig o shrv-
irg Moz In Dol disg dees cireur. b pros-
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lecr, imailling estguiiy, praviding
diveion aed a sense of pudpied The
s uth are reod invherino s of the natan
b are shaping the meromn.
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wasie, Aphting misinformation, Tl
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I et
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i ke Bmyww dhendicased dhemse|ves 1o
couramun iy- bl d bng endedvours amd
che advancement of thel soelies,
meoogh service b oehers, dedeaiinn
Dy 2 wwid]-Baiegy af the gersrations
Uiy péxma, Ihving 2 cobarant fife. and
T niew grattemns nf human ineer-
azn &0 thea principle af the
cemmrens off humanking and remaking
“the charrmcier of human snclen”

Ciiven thee [mor nhar India holds
the workd’s lorpess powerhodss of
trgmam poveriial o pouth are 2t the
wery eam 4of L Bahd'] Instnutons
e devised, ‘with & mied and sesied
track recard, nad saoresTil g
mots educacin peugramimes. The
firwi one s $or junios yowth: Pregan.
thom for Secial Scdom [FRA) Ths peo:
gramme = rooted bn the ekl dua
spiriiual and scienrific Dnowledpe
wnotld po fand in Band Ins an edu-
catianal Imitistive designsd 15
empeaer poes and adukes s Secome
mctres contributam in the well-belng
ul their comomuenitses, It develaps
vispuatsilities - dafingd ux the abiliny o
i, psll gk affectivaly = sparific
i o £gmuni iy ile

Participanis are irained ra
betome “gromoiens of communiny
il B, applying whai learn
i el e ol s It ntﬂ:ﬂ:l'.
of 25 unirs cowetiig Ca) Lan anid
oommiumECHEa (hi klathrmaiics sod
sclence; (€] Educalion, agriculiure,
healih, ared environmine comema-
Ibam. PS4 emphasizes leaming hy
doing. wich pracibca projecis iep
ommuniry gardens, healih sware-
ness campakgne and enviresmeenal
FERIOIRG AN,

The seosnd ane b alder yourh
B Irecimgne [or Soadies o Glohal Pros-
periny (LRGP I ls e educamangl and
resgarch piganieitkon chay explores
Tz arvenco: and eelygiod - a5 ¢ piaple

memsary spsiems of nosbedge - con
bie harmessed 10 pramole e beiive-
[ "] nl':nmnl-'\t_r. It mams in coenirbare
i gobal discossees oh peire. pins

perip. amd snrig trasdermacan.

crewtes lrmming emvimnmanis whscs

indevfusda eeileer 20 epdrirual prisci-

plee and apply them o real-world
chalenges

ATV N oaer 3 EEn CoUnITies
including Indis BGP has beowme &
plyderm far thioasends of yain g f=o
ple 1o reflecn consuln and e on ideas
thar advance civilleadon 11 i o jus
3 sexmiine - 11 5 2 moeemen that belps
VIR MUNS TeCoTTee Groaagoies i
sraping A mare i and s Fed wokid.
These 10-g0ay gathemings help college
sTud s exp bare b thedr Jnidess and
CACEeTs can align Il servsie Lo
humaniry, 15GF oilaboreies with
Ml and development agemcies o
srudy inpdo ke peveTnan e, sgualin
and susinahbs davEopmEnL

Neih  iese  pIogrammis
scrempthan family harmony, and
social Iaeris swovgh e mapsfioomL
tinn chey hring i the lives of the
youih. Teoa endeavairs hive petvend
Ehal oedh programmes ars scalable
and already sccesalble in marg lan
Hua wound the workd Educaluis

develepmant prcriioners ae
invlied io roend their suppore.
undserwaan the spirinal ared woeiific
Iramsrmact for fhe Bermemment of g
irt-dagy ooy,

[he world 15 wanching Isdia
geEat mumbiers cakl (o4 gecaier
arcouniasilin higher kodls ol com-
milmens and sven highes degren of
muorl eEapans iy, Then el omk
thi, ol the goaks of Niima Srbhar
A Viksh Bl beadiueyed

The i w1150 ATt F DR 38T
TR TR PO PR i I 8 B
Coreoranta gl K ppnsd T

[T e -
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‘Multilingual, Inclusive Education Being Realised At Scale’

Marking five years of NEP, Union education minister argues its ideas,
choice to stress on skills,

Tharmesdra Pradhan

o | In 2020, India more than jost released

| o policy - Ut pelindled an anclent

_ ideal. Matingal BEdumtion Policy (NEF)

| | Y, | placed learning At the heart of nation

\ bailding, drawing fhom civilisationa)

J wisidomn. Framed through one of the

minst partleipalory policy-making proeosses in blatoey

under late K Kisturirangan's guidance, NEP 2020

was 2 visiomary rosdmag rooted in cnltural valaes, It

reimagined learning /s proeess oo from confines of

rate matnorisation, righl strochares, and linguistic

lulsrarchies [tget the sbage for a halistic, Inciualve and
future-ready adueatbon system.

Flve years on, NEFS bnpact 1s vlsible n policy

corridors ard classrooms. In early childhood class-

rooms, play-based lnarning is displacing rote memaori-

aation; chikiren read fnenlly in thalr mother tongue; |

Clasd 6 ptudents adplore hands-o6 gkills in vocaticnal
labs. Bts imprint is wisible in resesrch habs where
India’s knowledge systems engage in dialogas with
sting-sdge sebenoe. MEFS viston b ralected 15
the rlae of women in STEM MNelds snd in the
prowing global peesenosof Indian nstitutions.

Mipun Bharat Mizsion has improved laarndng
outcomes, ensuring foundational ieracy and
timeracy oy Class 2. Mipun Bharat's soooess,
reflectod in Aser 2024 and Parakh Rashiriva
Sarvikehar 2004, s madeciassrooms spaces of curlosity
and camprehengion. Inktiatimes ke Videa Provesh and
Institutionalisation of Balvatlkae will belp integrate
eardy childhood care and eduation. sdd to this new-
ape textbooks and introduction of Jaadal Pitara and
o-Jaacdud Pilasn b 22 Indinn lanpaapes Cher 141 Sischers
hiive completsd Wishtha training, and platferms e
Dk aha haves sxpanded accass to teaching rasonros

MEF recognised lanpguage 15 oot o husdls bal a
powerful madiam of erpowsyment, With 117 ]angusge
primersdesaloped snd Indian Siem Languags irefaced
&5 @ subiect, viskon of multilingual, Incinsive edacs-
i i bedng realised at soabe. Bhariiys Bhasha Pustalk
Yojunas vl Matomal Digital Deposibory for Indias

Enowledge Systens will demeeratis: acess tolingukstic
and civilisational learning.

National Corricelusm Pramewock for Sches] Educa-
ttom amd new texthookes for Classes 1k 8 are in place
Prerna is & bridge programme o belp cureicehsm
transition and engure shedents aren't oveswhebmed
T suppested abeach stage of their |ear ning journey:

Coprally sporsored ik Semegra Shilsha
wnd PM Poshan have ke achieve near-an|wersal

enrolmeni. NEF'S reach ha® exbended 10 umderserved
populations e (am 7120 girts from dismdmantaged

o

groupsareetralled inover 5 19 Easharba Gandhi Balika
Wighvalayas Over 450 bostels have been sanctiomed for
Py T bearners and 732 hostels dnder Dhorid Aoba
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhivan. Frashast, a pri-
gramme that screers for disabifity, helps the schoaling
gFsbem becamemuore esliiant and inolesive.

A by driver of m:wanm'nrmm'undm'ﬂﬂ_l'r' 2080
ara 14 500 PM 5t schoale These modern, inchasive anil
preen instingions are belng doveloped as peos=mplary
schoods align ed with NEP's vision, redefining both ikfra
ard poddagegy The Vidyarjall platorm bas connected
over A.2L schools with moce than &AL velurbears and
2,000 (SR partnecs, dlrectly benafiting 1 for shuduents

from language

have fundamentally changed classroom experience

In higher educaticom, tolal snrolment has risen from
d.420r bo 4 4807, B 30594 increate. Women now comprisa
rearhy 48% of all students, and femals PhD eneolemei
Bt e than doubded from 2481 b0 1,121, This expan:
£ion in enrolment, aepecially for SC. 5T, OBC, and
rminocity studsnts, macks a historic achbsvement for
melagivity n higher education. Fomale GER es
sarpasied male GER forsix conseciibive vesaes,

Introducdeg Multiple Bamy amd Beit, Academibc
Bank ol Credits with oves Z1L 00 APAAR [Ds tssoed, anil
Matfonal Credic Framewsrk have topethar e
Bexibility and mobility With 152 universitins olfering

multiple entry il T multipbe exit options, lear olng
Ianot lizear bt modular asd stadert-Ariven.

MEFS emphasis on research and nnovation has
impeaved indin's Global Inreavation Endex ramk from St
b 3Eeh, Crver 18, 00 SEartiyges hiaves been incubated across
A} HFs. 1 MRE revamped PMEF 210, ard
Lo ik D Bastiom Cma Subscription inbtattve show a
e Cet to decen sl e scress o rosaarch,

Tech platforms liee Swopam and Swaiam
Flus hove reconded ower 5500 enmilments.
Support of Dikaba and PM e Vidva with over 200
OTH Charmals ensures high-<punlity comtent s
avaliable countrywide. Digital learning aooaye-
lem’s sucesss, imchutimg bisnoual admissisas
and dual deiree regulations, has made higher

I:mustn-rﬂa-.-anr_ In 28 Wodd Urilversiby Ran-
kimgs A0, G4 Indinn instibutions made the 1kt up
Prcem Jeast U in 2004, Global undversities Deakin, Wollong:
ong, and Bouit ko phom b set up camgvses i Indla

Tha ,Ilill-ﬂ'l"ll?ll' of transfnrmation is bdng{ﬂahrmd
through Akhil Bharatiys Shiksha Samagam, but ic
baing messired in the quiet confidenss of learners
Eeachars, snd parents We moast comtious by prean oar
camprases, dXpand critical reseanch infra, and doapen
Barning oulcomes. Under PM'g leadarship, sdi=ation
s nol jusl policy but the preatast national invvestment
Wrhars thete 1s leasning, there is progress. A billsan
e e

IVl « BULE ey E
Lewsars persovce] ek - ?ﬂn‘k;.-
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As digital mﬁ:cha re'sihapes our reading habits and cognitive abilities, a concerning trend
emerges: therise ofa post-literate’ culture. This shift may exacerbate existing inequalities

MEAREY HARRINGTON
ek 1 was o kad in e
L5803, my parents

Sent me o Waldorf

scheal in England, st

the time, the school

discournged parents

from allowing their igds 1o wasch too

n?hu:h TV, Instead telfing them 1o em-

phasise reading, hands-cn bearning and
onetdoor play.

lchabed ot the sricours then. But per-

hags they were on o something: Taday

T don't watch much TV and 1 sill read 2

ot Since myy schioal days, howeser, a far |

made: insidhous and entdeing form ol tech
hmtllrnhﬂﬂ!mmmﬂgwm:‘.m
m“mhﬂ'ﬂﬂ.Thﬂﬂl}ﬂ kenucre T hevse ni
L sy
room I | need 1o copcentrate for mare

Ui & few minutes,

Since so-rafled incellipenee tests were
inwemted arcund a cennary aga, unel re-
cently, mrernational [ scores climbed
steadily In & penomencn koown as the
Flyom effect. But there is evidence thas
our ghility to apply thet brain power &
decrensng,. According to o recent re
Egdrt. el h?tm-mrm levetled u[:‘

bepan wdedine across a majarity n
gﬁ‘i}]}:umrrjmln the [_nq.sbrhuiﬁade. -.vi:::

&4 et dedimes visible among t
mmlii-nlm show declining Ereracy.

¥Wrilkng in the Fimancial Times, Jobn
Burii-Murdoch linkks this w the fseata
et rae caltbare mowkiich we congiEm e
st ol oor medis throuph s,
xchewing dence tet 18 Tinmar
and ahort-form video, Other research
hns aszociated smartphone ase with
ADHD gpmptoms in odolescents, and
o guarter of surveyed Amerscan sduhs
v Suspect they may have the condi-
o Schood and college teachers _“:im-.
feswer Fall books G theesr students, in part
becaud thiy are unable (o esmplere
them N hadlof Amercans repd zera
Toirides i 20 _ )

Theidea thar rechmalogy is alteriag our
capaciny nod just 1o eoncenorate bt alse
o read and 0o reasonis caching oo, The
crmversabion toone is ready Tos, thoagh.
is henw this may b= ereating yet anuviher
focmafmegaalicy. . )

Thimk af this by comparison with pas-
rernsafjunkfoed consumgirssn: Asulirap-
racessed snacks have grownniore availa-
bde and insentively addictive, developed
gadieries haveseena ererge benween
those with the social and ecomamic re-
comrees to gusinin a Tealthy lifestyle and
thoss mare walinerahile bo the ehesogenie
fond culture, This hifurcaton = SITong-
Iy class-Inflected; Across the developed
W, ohesity has besom o strongly corms-
laped wich poverty. | fear thsat 30, toa, will
be the tidiz of post-Hieracy. ]

Long-jorm literacy i3 ot iondle
bt Bearmed, sometimes laboriossly. As
Marvanne Walf, o lterscy scholat, has
{ustrated, acquiring and porfecring 3

acity far bang-form, “expert rending
iis Hterally mind aleering, It rewirgs aur
brains, increasing vooabulbury, shifting
Brain activigy toward the analyric left
hemisphere and hondng our capacity for
copweenmraton, lisear reasoning and deep
thought, The presence of these traits 41
stale contributed {3 the emergence af
free speech, madem sesence and liberl
de apnoeg other things ;
'r'-rwnmummuugm:nrmrd by digital

ooe in a drawer of in another |

reading are very differeol A3 Cal Mew-

I, & productivity expert, shows in his
%ﬂﬁ- bsaaike, “Dheap Wark,” che digirs] en-
wircrunentis oprimised for dismrecrion, ks
RIS S SO e BT i ATTE G on
with nodficasione and ceher demarsds. Sa-

cial meddia plaforms are designed oo be
addictive, and the sheervahime of mane-
i idscourse calibpated for maxdimuom
comgrulsrveness over nmance of thought-
ful reasoming. The redulting panems of
CONEEnt cansimption form o neurolog-
icallly fior pactern recagnition
wnd distracted hopplng fram ve fo text
— if e s our phooes to read at all.
Increasingly, vhe very pof of r

searcely seemsnecessary, Fhafonms

ﬂﬂmkmdfurlwm;ﬂbﬁ
1 [ 111 ol trt:hmll.lnz. e

mﬁﬂmmﬂ|m
friloe e, el news, chickbait, sometines
hnseile misnfoemarion snid, Incrensingly,
a toerent of Al-generated dlop conment.
The resul (2 3 media epvizonment 1hat
srems lilie the cegnidve equivalent of the
jrnk food agsleamid & every bess deffocule
o resist ag these coloarful, uahenlchy

5.

& clossical liberad might remsn: Sure,
beat juse ns with junk Bsod, ir8 up to the
imlividual po make healthy choices. What
rhiz fails 1 take im0 seoount, though, =
that just like the négstves bealth empacis
of junk food sverdomsunapion, e cogni-
v harms of digital media will b mors

preaounced arthe bomam of the secivec-
onoenic seale,

W st hinds ol this-already. As Dr, Walf
poinds ot literacyand poverty bave kong
been correlarsd. Mow poaor icids sped
more tme an sereens cach day than
rich ones — m one 2008 study, abous
v hours more per da.;l for U5 ewesmns
and teens whose famdies made loss
chean $35000 per year, compared with

whase hemsehold nosines excend-
ed S100,000. Research emndicases thar
ks whin are exposed 1o minre thin e
bours & dey of recrentional gcreen Hme
e worse working memory, processing
q::ﬁd.alt:uﬁ-:u'!le.ds.lmmmll;m
emmvrhn“::'hﬁmthm kie whoarenot.

Ehenely: Making healthy 'mg'n.l'tl'l't- i
chodces @ hand, In a coloure sarurased
with more accesshle and enprodsing
forms of encertninment, losg-form liter-
ey iy io0n hecome the domaim of elite
subculfures

Alrendy, elites, religious groups amd
comseTvaTives are embrecing self-im-
posed Boues on tech usd, Betwesn 2019
and 2023, oeer 250 new classcn] schoals,
many af them Christinn, ppened in Amsee-
icn, withs an ethes centred on leng-form
“preet hooks" literacy. New guidesand in-

nivies Srom this crmwd aboumsd, such as
thee peoent baok = The Tech Exit: A Pract-
cal Gusde o Freemg Kidsand Teens Fraom
Smarmphones,” by Chre Morell, a lellow at
aconservanise thinkmnk,

['s ok just canservatives, Tech potn-

bdes nsch as Bill Gates and Evan Spiegel
have sporken prulcly abowt curbing theis
kids" use of scresns. Others hire mannies
whe are poquired 1o slgn "o phone”
comtraces, o Sénd their bhds vo Walklorf
sehools, where such devices are banmed
ar heavily restriesed, The class sclssar
here iz razor-sharpe A n_:lujn-rilal_i.ll':.‘.'lﬁ-
sical sehools lrcm wﬁ;m ns.

ur o devier cvenase
ot thes mr{ ool of the Peninsuln
will set you back $34. 040 @ year at the

Many E states, incduding Califramnin.
ire realricting snodens smarphone use,

whichin theary ought tolevelthe p
Eeld. Bat s It to assamie
rales will e endorced wich the s de-
rermn Lo in small-clase private schools
as in massive public schaols, ket aleae in
these stadents’ homes.

Even beyond Sshoomn Valley, some peo-
ciad media orvides gmes) for set periods
ol ame as part of the self-anprovement

practiceaf dopamine fasting.

Thee aseetic approach w coEnitive Gi-
ness is sl miche and concentratedamong

ahseweealthy, Bt as oew penerations reoch
achilthiood baving pever ved in a workd
withatir emartphodies, we ci expsect the
culbare to stratify ever mare stackly. On
the ane had, 2 refatively small group of
people will retain, nnd incendonnliy de-
ik, the capsuciny foe oomcendration aml
Inrl.:-Fun'nmum'.E. Ontheother,alar
er general populndon will be effer
pest-liberame — with all the ponsequende:
thils Enplies for coprithie clario:

What will happen ifthis becames fully
reatised? An elecrorae chat has ket che m-
Eﬁ-lnrb.u wrm cthowghs will be mare

ez nal, larpedy uninperesed in
facts oreven marngsa of historical record,
moved maore by vibes than cogent argu-
mient ane open to Fantastical ideas and
hizarre conspiracy theores. Hiharsoands
frurmsiliar, i1 may bea sign af how far dowa
this path the West hes alrendyrravelied.

Feor canmy operacars, such a puablic af-
forils mew oppormunine for corruption,
Oligarohs noemgiting o shape polioy 1o

their advanmage will benefit fromthe facr
1ial Few will hine the anenmdon span &
track or challenge polickes in dall, teds-
nicad fields; what a majority sow wanes
& maor forensis investigation bur o new
widi: short Fg":hemhr_r ik, W
can expect the goverming o 1o adapt
pragmascallysnthe electarzie’s collactive
decline Iy rarsonal capacity, for example,
by vetaiming the rineals asseciared with
mass democrncy, while quistly shifting
key policy nreag beyand the reach of 2
capricinss and e manipulaced o
ipemiry. | do not rate this, hug our
net-mative youch seem unfazed: Inver-
nadonal polls st waning sugpport for
democrasy amang Gen 2.

Lest pou mistake me, thersisno ransoo
the riundry 1o sadelne the eleciorans
orin g the gap henweaiyvibes end
palicy should especially favour ether the
i besam or the bloe team. This pos-lit-
arate warld fawours demapngues skilled
I ing berween the elics fan-
paige of palicy and the populist one of
mzne-slop. [t oligarchs with geod
soclal m pamse and thess wich more
wlliqa.-asumnrm i -Erdd‘__ﬂﬂm:*
E.m ﬂﬂll'.' III.IH:IE:'. Pﬂﬂ
cal prowe remd o pie 1o spesk o By them
Thes Hew York Times == v, 1_p'|l'-'|
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'hyschoolsm

embraceinclusion

ANCHAL BHATEIA

| werks hefore my Class
10 o exmms, T o iy
eyesight. There was no
time toregoes o mpdified qoes-
Em‘pu'p:r_ﬁ'qml]wEBSE_Hﬂt

| CONYEX 0 CONCHT MUTTs=-00
rough shests 5o my soribe could

That wesalmostademdesgo.
Bt the Bght for aceess,
aned digndty In Indis’s S
temy continoes. The only differ-
ence now it the legal frame-
work kas Lip
eoarts are finally beglnning to
step up. Last monthe in & land-
s the Dielhi High
Comurt nabed in A Poihok &
GO Geoenka Pulblic Sohood thas
the achoal’s refusal o readmit
a ¢hidkd wich nurism wes nok
rallous—irwns legal. Aadriri
teen enmlledagthesdwolunder
BETHTA] CATCRATY. YWihen she

faced challenges adivsting, her
part, paying fees and providing a
ghedowreacher,

1 bk s oo, Justice Vikas
Ilzhajen rghthy comcluded thar
| e sch acrinns vinlnbed

Sectioes 16 and 17 of the Rights
| af Persons wish Disabllities &ct,
B EPwWI k), whichenaradan:
ictusior edusation knd I

erpenE end privace akie.
The EPwD Act, enscoed o
i By laswrwrithy thee LT Cini-
venon on the Hi il Peisons
| with [Nesbiivees RFL), prc-
videmanoines gl archipsre o
| uphold the Aght eoimchesive el
cation, Section 5o bligmes alirec-
epiiged educadonal insrnetions
o admitchikirenwith dissbiices
without discriminstion, enase
il and curricuhim acsssl
ny, dE necEEry SUpPET
qmmﬂd oifer reascmable
aocommadations wilored 1o
| emch ehibd’s necds. Section 17
| ptrenpthens these protectices
b:' I'E'l.'|l.|l|'|.|'|!3 ACCTES Do ASm s
| mransport fecilites,
arcessitle It.rﬂ"ki"ﬂ mareials,
and curricalum medShonan
such as edra fme, geribes nnd

largus e eeTpLans.
Wr.mm-ﬂﬂulﬁ.ﬂi}ﬂl
pregeribe detiled posessiilty
vy fo schonl ipfrastraciire,
digltal education plasforms,
arl whju%lﬂms. Toake I-.:lr
'I.'I'I'IF“"HE the LimMeEneE O
Emgrrermint of E‘rmm with
Dizabilities {(XEPwD) 1 cooan-

uiusly updse thess sandards,
mﬁtﬂ]hhimwnutﬁu-
thom of the Acoessibility Code for
Eduacational ioms, which

The Right ro Education fer,
2008, as gmended posz the
Rifneesh Kwmor Pandey case,
requeres schools to enduee Par-
rier-free aceess and mandares
ane special educainr for ewery
10 svadenes with disabilices in
primary school and 15im
upper pri Echoals fal
o enenply can [oee thelr recog-
mition. The Magona! Education
Paficy (NEF, 2020, poes: Barther,
scimowledgng, the systenic

cungent, differentiated o

s P, Coueialyidermands
{IEPs). i

the training of all teachers—nce

du&mwmhdlﬂim!mm

e ey mes.
Govrrmment schemes like
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan pro-
vide resgurves ko infrastruciure
upgrades, reaches maining, sids
anid applances, rANEpOrmoon,
and scribe allewances. The Frag-
yata Garidelines and GuldeSnes
fore-Content for Cwlisstresgthe
irnportance of anversal design,
il el S s, and s
F ming. Burwithout
pferrement these

etforrs fall shoo, '
Creating neressile schoal ez
ironment s only the Gt S1ep.
Educators must move beyond
rigid curriculn and pne-gize-fits-
gl asememens. THey must 1&
cefve training o0 inclusive peda-

Aund mos Empormnedy, children

PRt e gt ot a8 burdens by

usbearersofrght: and pogential
[T srTiter i el e lon

et e Wi e v st

Paalfzemie szt ar

Ision Acorsilry) Sowilaalg
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‘Not Just More
But Better, Jobs

ol

Rajesh Shukila

A recant Fenlarspollof pollcy axp-
A i ] Uk el i cOMTET Rl
dablesmnomic prowih — cver % In
thie last Fscal vear—job creation
remams Indis'sfop pormomicchal-
hﬂm Thaesl kzwos, hiwerres, goes
L oyt Cigiees, This
t‘lwll.&uae.'ﬁ U gpnadiie of jobe—
what dothey pay How stabie e
Ly Doy by sl wei by wvnriom s
skills, aspdratinns and e poals?
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Deaths in school

Infrastructure of government schools
needs urgent attention

n July 25, ragedy awaited students of

Classes 6 and 7 at the Piplodi Govern-

ment School in Rajasthan's Thalawar dis-
trict as they assembled for prayer. A part of their
school building gave way leading to the deaths of
seven and injuries to' several others, Most of the
students were from tribal communities. The
school 1s in the southeastern part of the State bor-
dering Madhya Pradesh. There was a similar mci-
dent the next day in Nagaur district but the
school was closed being a holiday. There has
been much public anger in the State over the in-
cidents which, quite rightly, have thrown the
spotlight on the state of government schools. As
In UDISE 2023-24 data, there are more than
70,000 government schools in Rajasthan serving
nearly 84 lakh students, especially from the poor-
er and marginalised sections. Of these, some
8,000 schools have been estimated by the Educa-
ticn Department to be ina poor condition. The

| Jhalawar school was not among the schools iden

tified as being in a poor state, indicating the ex-
tent of the problems. Some $650 crore had been
allocated in the past rwo State budgets for boost-
ing the infrastructure but inefficiencies in govern-
ment have ensured that the measures did not
make much difference. Fixing the infrastructure
of government schools should be a priority for
the Stace’s Bharatiya Janata Party government.
The tragedy in Rajasthan should serve as a
wake-up call across India, given the current poli-
cy defocus on government-ownied education in-
stitutions. The National Education Policy (NET)
2020 had called for an immediate increase in
spending on education, from some 4.6% of GDP
o 6%, identifying one-time spends on infrastruc:
rure as the lead priority besides identifying other
secrors for a boost in support. Five vears into the
NEP, there is little to suggest that this has been a
focus area for governments, Union or State. Poli-
cy thrusts have been more towards reducing go-
vernment support, self-financing, and encourag-
Ing private sector contribudon. While these may
be applicable to higher education, basic school
education is @ primary duty of the government —
4 it js across the world including in the most de-
veloped nanons. Setting up mode! schools and
funding them (o SeIVE 35 mrnp[am cannot _I:n: at
the cost of mass school education. Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy has been identified asa
critical area for boosting wm_'i:‘_ﬁ:-lﬁ:e Dfﬂducﬂﬂ?}'
and reaping the demographic dm‘ief"d that will
s00n Fun its course as [ndia s Fﬂﬁd“ﬁ_w'
But the discourse on pathways ‘”"I:" :J leving
them is more on pedagogy, non-orm *eaching

and so on than the essentials _
boast and teacher recruitment and "E""f““g-\(x\v


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-6), 30 JULY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


INDIAN EXPRESS (P-13), 30 JULY 2025

A roadmap for learning

IHANT FIML‘IH-L';R?

Surveys like PRS 2024 can provide key insights for a stronger education system

INRECENT YEARS, &chucation in India has not
anhy expanded in scale but mahaed in amib-
gian. Cur refiens tndley are aboutqualing, ped-
ARDEY, i hearring cotromss, Wi have made
adeliberate skl toaands ensuring thateveny
child in the country nat anly artends schaol
but alsn by learns. To understand If that i
happening, we mvst pause and askthe right
guestians. Wihat are our chikdren kaming?
Are schools enabiing them oo bulld essential
skills af each stape of thelr education? Thes
Questions reguine reliable, soentific answers,

A5 arexpnert hioted. “Srudents cinlsamde-
sqpite poa Reatling, but they cannol fvenaame
P assesirenl " Thes reminder i cocal be-
rause the best wisy o determine the effittive-
niess of ouredoction setemis through Lege-
scale assessments. These analyie macra
ererds tvdetenmine educational efisctivense:
They find pattems indat from different lnca-
fons, subyjects, grades, and schooks, This form
of pvaluatian helps eachers and polcymak-
ers anderstand the srengths and weaknesses
o students, Cverall, i helps dlagnose sysemic
isguies and buttress palicymaking.

Crver the past o cerades, India has grad-
ually buidi capadiny in this area. Advancing
Froem the Mational Achicvement Surveys(HAS)
ta PARAKH Rashiriya Sarvekshan (FRS) 204,
e ke o thie sunvey s grose bo cover 21015
lakh students in 74,220 schools across the
enuntry. Students from Grades 1L V1 and D
e assessed 1o covrespand with the end of

the foundationad, preparatary, and middie
stagesof schooling, Trese stages ane nos well-
established under the new oumiculsr stroc-
Lo in Enewith the Mati onal Education Policy
{MEP) 2024,

At the foundational smage. the data dhow
ik India has not ondy recavered from the
Hmng Insses of the pandemic but, in manmy

earlierbenchmarks. InGrade
llLE-"prrmnMﬁ:hrn demonsraied pic-
fidency or above in Language, up fom 39 per
tent in 2021 and 47 per cent in 2007, In
Mathemralies, the e hes jumped @SS par
et compared in-42 per oentin 2021 These
s reflect the serious and sustained efforts
rnade unader the MIPLIY Bharat Mission, urn-
derscoring how targeted suppart, eacher
menbowing. and earty-grade intervenions are
heginning o bear Suit The data alssshiv thae
government schools in rural areas have, in
some s, uiperfnmmed theirarban and pri-
VRl counierpacts infoundasonal grades. This
i5 a significant developmient, demonsmanng
wihat fooised, syssemic reform can achier.
Hirwameer, a5 wak miove 0 Grades Wl and O the
e bevommies moge comples Central gov-
el sohools have perfoomred wel overall
bt margginal gaps persist by gender and re-
i, partiouardy in Mathenmatiosand Seence,
Thiese ane aneas that nesd ungent o,
any comparisans have besn made be-
o FRS 2004 and eacher surveys, whichame
priggilaced and require clarification, The struc-

g ehie assessment has changed Earlier sur-
vegs foousnd oivGrades Vand VL whemas this
eddition conoeniraes o Grades Viand I¥, dign-
g withy thie nesw cureicular stages. Moreover,
the shift fram mxibook kaming sutcomes i
CoiTEpetErCies s the Assessmist inok are
frdamentally different. Directly comparing
a Grade Y outcome from NAS 2021 with a
Grade' V1 nutcome from 2004 s methadelng-
ically wrsound Cinby Grade 1 scores ane oem-
puarablis ieross all three sunerys, and the im-
peovement inthese scores is exablished Ay
irgerpietation that saggests a dedine in per-
foerranie Based oo comparisons with cifwr
grachis riska frishe presending the acoual stony,

What 'wee v bares is i just 3 e port cand,
but 3 madmap. The sctual value of the das
froeen Ehe sureesy Bes in b they ame used lo-
caily, RS provides demol-level insights, and
it i poow thiie res pmsibibity of stabes, dewmion,
anid sehind systems o rarelate these findings
i Eramciar, neesd-based inferventions. Every
state and UT will need to sbady its data -
vefwere [earming el are strorg. where gaps
persisr, which Support Systems are veorking
ard whiich are fiat. Thee Centre will continue
1 privvide puidance, framewaorks, and re-
sogrees; horwsever, the real irmgpact will come
from what it done at the schoal and district
levels Our goal i et just to meet national
kepchamarks, but tn achieyve international
commparsbiity, and we are sEadily mrang in
that dinection,

The imprtance of assessments. e
o= rat il with school educaiion, We s
a0 o0 i how yourg penple manston (mio
m%ﬂmmﬂ@mtm-
TENTHE partic pation. Skills matterasmuchias
Ak mines, That (8 witv soon, the grvemment
‘will iniciam aqualnative | -shalis as-
sessment chat will help us understand the
shill-readiness of our populition map re-
gicmal variahions, and plas iEegeted interven-
tiens invecatinnal educaon and skilling The
remt.ﬂ:pﬁunda:tlm-dmmmﬂaﬂg
aystem and inclusion of NEET [Met in
Ectucation, Employment or Training) in te
PLFS ssercise is also aimed af providing key
et Tor our mefonm process.

The ambitice: is to Enk leaming oo loseli-
o, ensuring that everyyoung [ndian & nog
cibyeducaed but d=pemploable. enmepre-
rarurial, and edpepped to oonimbses meandng-
Pl tm the Countey's development,

PRS0 18 2 poswerial refection of sy
Farweehare corne. Butit isalsn 2 signal of what
lies ahead. Asvwebuild strovgeer foundations in
school education and expand the horizon o
shilldeveloprsent, wie renadin comenitied o
ST Ehak i s, evademos- rpeen, and
funme ready:

Thie vt i Liuion Miniseraf Srore
{inaependenr Charge] far Skall Devefapment
il Eestrepeereearsinip, and &finisrerof Srre

% foEifumhon Geammenr affindia
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POOR FIGURES

uch is said about the good that the res-

ervations policy has done. Yet the em-

ployment scene appears to fall pitifully
short of the ideal as far as gquotas are concerned.
In Central universities, 80% of posts for profes-
5018 'EmﬂEr the other backward classes category
remain vacant as do 83% for the scheduled tribes.
This information was given by the Union minis-
ter of state for education in reply to a question by
the Rashtriva Janata Dal member of Parliament,
Manoj Kumar Jha. The figures for associate pro-
fessors' posts are 69% vacancies for OBC and 65%
for ST. The scheduled castes fare fractionally bet-
ter, with 51% of posts being vacant. The posts of
assistant professors are better filled, with 23%
vacant in OBC posts, 15% in 8T and 14% in SC. In
the general category, 39% posts of professors are
unfilled and 16% of associate professors. The con-
trastis stark and embarrassing, Mr Jha also asked
whether the ‘none found suitable’ numbers were
greater for reserved seats, but there is apparently
no record of that. It is obvious that in spite of lev-
elling to some extent the field of education and de-
velopment, the lacuna in recruiting quota candi-
dates in the teaching system remains huge. Is this
a glimpse into deep-seated prejudices that appear
as fair assessment? It is certainly possible to infer
a lack of political will to implement reservations
for the purpose for which they were formulated.

Recently, the department of personnel and
training refused to answer a right to information
query about the number of backlog vacancies
under SC/ST and OBC categories in the Union
government. This was in spite of the fact that the
questioner had appealed under the RTI Act and
the appellant authority had ordered the DoPT to
share the information. The gquestioner feels that
the department either has faulty data collection or
the numbers are too shocking to be revealed. What
iz being revealed, though, is the entrenched refus-
al to create balanced representation in work, The

ent itself has not done it. When the caste
census is being hotly debated, this is not just iron-
ical but also politically dangerous for the ruling
regime, Years of creating vacancies cannot be cor-
rected in a day. But the government must be able

ow that it is trying. So far it does not seem so.
to sh i ;: II'\F*
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| Unsafe schools: A
:  tragedyonloop

: cellapse of a portion of a school building in
b Bajasthan's Thalawar district on Friday, which
s claimed the lives of seven children and injured
atleast 27, was no accident. The residents had alerted
“the authorities that the building was unsafe, bug their
Conern was ignored, Tistrict authorities had recently
Sought mformation about uneafe buildings, but the
sschoolescaped theirattention. Afterthe Thalawar trag-
pedy, one studentwas killed when aschool gate collapsed
-in the state's Jaisalmer district. Partions of two schoal
bbuildings collapsed in other disericts, but there were no
deaths orinjunes because the incidents happened after
school hours. The deaths in Jhalawar need 1o be seen as
the resuli of criminal negligence.
= These incidents underline the need for regular in-
spection and opkeep of public huildings, especially
rﬂmls,vdm*ehund:ﬂsnfdﬂdrm remainvulnerable
10 collapses of structures and other mishaps, increas-
ingly in the rainy season. As many as 2,710 school
buildings in Rajasthan had been identified as needing
repairs. Water structures and electrical fittings in
many schoolswere alsoreportedas _
~fanlty. However, no fundswere alle- s
r?:m in the state budget for repair WG EAT
nd mainténance work in schools. o
;Mau:tan Diilawar, the state school najisthan and
education minister, made a callous ekl
remark that he cannot personally JEUTIEAE T
fund the repairs. The srate Bovern- TR o Ensure
sment has announced an inquiry,
andthe Centre hasordered safety aidadbeatlC]
“anditofallschools. Thisisalsoatime  EEUEYDERET
:I:u:- look at recent incidents to assess buildings
sthe bigger national picture. In Ker-

— L3

salas Emakulam district, an unused -
sportion ofaschool building collapsed. A student died of
an eleciric shock in another schoal in the state.

¢ Safety and security of children ar school is the ZoV-
~ernment’s responsibility; they need to be prioritised
with greater focus. Inadequate infrastrucrure and
Jack of safety may be one of the reasons for low enroll-
sment in many states. In Rajasthan, the government
-scheol enrolment among children aged between &
and 14 is just about 60%. The Rajasthan High Court
has taken suo motu cognisance of the school collapse
‘and sought reports from the authorities. It noted that
A% of governmentschoolsin the stare lacked electrie-

(ity, and 5% did not have access to drinking water. Many
did not have separate toilets for boys and girls, The
‘court also quoted a survey which showed that 22% of

schools in 12 states, including Rajasthan, were in a

dilapidated condition. The New Education Policy pre-
scribes a safe and comfortable school environment for
all children. Beyond the policy text, the governments
vshould ensure tangible action on the Eround. . |,
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SuRpT S BHALLA

AN ECONOMIST OF MANY PARTS

Meghnad Desai resisted affiliation to any one school of thought

DGO T knowe M ghinadd Desa well aver the
last bevo decades, and especally over the las
10years. He had been urmedl for some time,
but s mird was asacaie and inclsive as ever,
I wiasalife well lnved, and wsnt o cebebrmte
my good fortune of having Enown him
“closely” ower the bt decade, In many disoas-
SIS (Argumens | Detveeen e, Meghnad
Wik NEVEr ata loss for nsight Gentleness
marked his apprnach bo pepie —bar rad -
‘wands bad ideas

| had the nocasion tovase ki offemat the
Hiouseof Lo dining and even being allowed
Loy st i oy L chebibimt. o sl o Londion v
coimplene witfwoura joint meal wich Meghnad
Ve had a bot I cormmon — cricket, eConone-
scs anid the difficulty of econamic reforms in
relia, and a passiorate interest in politics and
fifms{ancd he hasmany books on politics, and
one boakon flims — Mehns Hero: Dif Mwmar
in e Cife o i L

His greases accomglishmeent is his hook
The Badirovery ol imovn It sarswach Varonda
Carna and atencsio the-end of the LIPA's firs
termn. His vieas on the destructive economic
policies of the Congress party, Joaaharlal
Wehne o Sania Gand hi, anticipaied wihal i
now cormen banal Wisdaim

fleghnac was kel & perstle and modest
snul,wath.a ot b be imimedest about frimamy
walys. e buad noegual He obeained his FhDat

e was 3 19th-cenoury libesal
renaissanoe individual —
capavated by ldeas, thear
origing, consequences, and
rernedies. He possessed, in
abundance, both inceflecoual
integrity and rigor in
thowght. He was a classical
political economist, though
his training and early career
was, for lack of a betrer word,
45 A quantitarive soomomuist.
From a very carly age (ry
231) he was at the forefront
of econometric modeling,

theageof i, theyoumgest Indian s-do 2o, alorg
weith K I Raj. Whike orained as an econometri-
dan, he was evenpahe e i houghl Hz well-
kv weorkes include a conslderatile amoumi
on Margian economics, incleding Marddn
Evonasiic Theary, a boak that onmpares arxd
conreers Mandan sonomicrvath eheirolissi-
cal and nenclassical avatars. Just so thar pabhody
can fypecast him, Here are his treatises on the
pricing ol bm in the world market, problems
with Fhillips curve, hismry of sconomic
thiught, o lskam {Rethinkimg &famiszn), The
Py of Foliskad Ecanomy, on globalization,
amed it charge. |l not find 2 singla im-
parant etonemes o polilital economy wic
Lhiat b hast nertwmitien esqeeily on — wwih s,
figures, and dispacdonate anaksis.

Sir David Hendry, a workd-rencwmnesd

tfie Wiordd — Thar Wk andl Legncy of Misghnad
Diasc {Z0U1 % “In an eva when spedalizacon
hag bewn adeeninamnt frce, his masy and di-
WOTEE: oMU are 2 weloome beaoon of
geraaine rean-diso plingily, anda leading i
:_mmd.: mmr:gﬂun of the benific
dreaing onarange ami "
Hiz independence wa setion
ane dllustrated by several aots of commission.
He veas 4L LSE a universiny lounded cn the
princ#es of Fabian socialism, bt wis ex-
tremely critical of the pesctice of sodalsmin

England, and elsewiiene, He was made )
rember of the Howse of Londs by the ater
Pariy, bur resigned over s aots of racimm and
araiseméasm. He was 3 Bth-cennary liberi
renaissanoe indivici] — epovamd byidess
theirongins, consmguenoes, and emedies He
possessed, inabundance, ot inmelecroaline
tegrityand rigorin chought. Hewss o classcal
peolitical eocnamiis. chough his caiming and
earhy career was, for lsck off a bemerwond, @83
ik e econcmist, Fromia vensearl age
[y 231 T hewas e the frefronT ol sconomer-
ric mixlelling. Hie chained his PhD underte
Euidance of Lawrence Klein, a Nobel Prize
winning picaeer in mamm-rmodeling.

His shoum artiches fior Elara Globsd Research
surmmariser dhe aonnaimic and politcl s
i kendia, and did 50 35 & ane-handed pokiicl
sopnimizt Clear, ronrise, dispassionate in
anabysts but dessply pesminnare abot the s

Asayming kil | ofien heard a band witfsa
funerl processon. Iwas okl thatwihenanok!
eSO passes aveey [ Mephinacd was B5 | ilis s
celebration for 2 life vadl- B [ vl doini m
that Espocially 1o the fact thar peghnad held
imszlfiop i the hﬂ;l:utmn{inﬂ!mﬂ]
irnEiy, arare indhvifsal ina polarssd workd

Bhali 5 chakpersan of the Tecdinkel Exper
Coup v the first affinal Heus=hok!
atlie dracowme Survery for dmise

-~
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The politics of care

Building empathy on campus must begin by listening to the dissenting student

HAVE INILAS EDUCATICNAL instsnuitons -
i Beiwrry Sibeg o sdend. Systermc viokenoe?
Spacesmieant for feaming, for nurnanng ques-
tions, and for prochucing knowdedps are tum-
ing inca graveyards of unrealised dreams.
From shadent nuiodes o instibuiomal apativg,
fieim unaddeessed Rarassment o :!.rrrl:ullr
mitiainves like Pebothier™, the vinberao:
mmmmmmmnlrd:ﬂmﬂad,:
Thie recent suscide of a Sudent inOdisha
who et hsrsed Fon lire aiter being denked jus-
e [or sexial Farssment, the Fagc case of
Darshan Scdanki at [IT Boambsy, and the king.
juainlal [ thae includes namies [ike Bahith
Vermula and Payal Tadvi are not
wvprs. Thie are nod |solated tragedies, b a
refiection of systemmic vickenoe. They showw
howinstitutional spaces can pusty s o
thae brind;, sl ithimn mespand with, symbalic
pesbures instead of acrountability
Acadpmic spaces condi nue o be shaped
by pattems o vinlenoe thar define th cvery-
iy vess of students Thene ane countiess si-
deming whnse names will never b inmsm
Thuse who live are] shachy vithin instifudions
thar sharme, isalate, and sience tem, Those
who endure relentiess acad tmic pressise,
wait manths Tor fellowships to be reeased.
face discriminatory bhaviour from Rouly,of
e pniched for simply demanding digaity
W andenis e are ol policed, mu-
dents from marginalised cammurkies Wi
A fade o Jeef they d not Belong and siu

. ==mm BB

dents seruEgling with renl health who e

Bt I is rvinfancing a genciened logic swhich

ulfered no support. They are made bo carry wwomien ane made respormalle for bersding 10
these burders quh:th.'.n:rrm.pull’ftﬂngﬁ ermaional wounds, regandless of wihe re those
atvesperie part of theireckcabion. woiandl Come Eomn Their SCademhc & peiT-
Inthisooniext, the edizonial Mumsnotihe =2, inshtutional authonity, and peofessional
ol [IE June ML asoes thal thooghiBein- — pokes ane sidelined 65 make room e a marne
tenbon heiend the inibative may be good, ik pﬁ:&ﬂhmm{m
eridvrnd aming is proble matic. Howee it mather
siaps short of guestioning the bogc of such in- T imnagine cane dilferently. we nsed o
tiankes, The issue is nobonky turm o political frmesoiks
abor wehoris being asigoed. 1 DEAR E.[FITI:IEJ ehia et areated i s a ool
the razk o care et alsp I IMsAGREE bt Fighl. i 4 peersoral
aboul whar this task ks -— burden. Berninist chinkers
meane o replace. Tl edin- A column in which like Kristen G hixdaea Buass
il parnorees ies critigoe o reachers gefl nis shodain howe coflectivised
thie genclensd framing of the care sysiems, especially
“Campiss Mother mitia- | PR Whentheydiffer | e ek
bwe — ik fails e conlront a with theeditorial allaed wonsen greater
deeper concem that =uch positions or iews fresdom, dignicy, and as-
gusturid ol CARE ane baing mﬂ: Lomary Care carenol biy
wreedl o substibube struciural ; temporary plaster aver
pecomnrabdliny with sym- | The Indian Express’ | AETRTUr Al wininmds.
L —_ Shwdents need care.

bolic empatly

This Indisative at 1T T L
Kharagp misst he seen for s
placemnent ol resporsibilicy, The insnnogion, in
A werensuch as oty or non-teach-
ing aff s emotional poais of contact, has por
rreated sappart stectures, [t has rebranded
icare s an sl a0l ratler han 2 5ETETe
resgecy ik liny, Thee burden of Gee s both feme
inised and depolitizizad. B i taen sy om
ibraciures wich the poswer io change condi-

Thary niegd 0o B seen and
Iz But modeling it into rmotherdood fure:
ca N something private, smotional, and
ferranirs:, rither thancollectie, pokocal. and
sirucbural | is.aredistnbuton ol instibssoral
negiec L The edilorial recognises this. i noes
that “a moave indlusive and thoghifl mode
that imvites aculte, stall and resdencs of a0
EPTRHTS [0 SETVE 25 TN CHmpUS MmEnion:
would reflect the span of empatlyy, equaing.

ared shared responsibility”. But 2ty empa
Thaffic Cane FpSTem unges on isTening o te
student. The schtonal orerlooks this inrgsrs-
e Squdent moremenns hae alneady imaeg-
imed what collective caie can lsak ke
Through peer Suppart necworks, anb-cise
collectives, amd demands for inscirarinal
changes like functioning grevance bodies.
rhese srudents have bullr spaces of care
prounded i solicarty, Shudenl orgimesiions
arl collectives are affen the only ones de-
|u&lul|||,|.ﬂ.r|.ul.|.nﬁl..‘u|u el iy srveralin-
sihuinns, they are the fing oo be survelied
vilified_and punished This b pan of a broades
refusal bo engage with diszent. (o freak du-
et s stakehidders. of IDacknowdedge the
wioberior ermbeddied in Carmgus Peeranchies
Cares, il bt b5 1o be meaning i, canms come
Fiocerm siberaCin s v b el 11 T CoTe
oo listening 1o them, learming from Chem
arsd busiifisg with cheen. To muly reimagine
Care, rstiiutions e s kam iolisten X @
studends whi have already begun oo shone
whiar solidainy. supgpeet ard Iesis@ne Can
b liboen et nioons s ko ches leadd It
is through mein visioan 1hal Camguses can
h‘ﬂﬁ?ﬂqﬁﬂmhﬂﬂ-ﬂgmdﬂt
mooted not in spmnbolizny, Gt in jusoce and
shared respengibiling
The ooy (6 2 PRSI SeTvodd T ) Pl
Deporirmers of Pokiicol Science, AKTIC
'I-“‘I."" Al oo nhe Dmvernny of Allabanad

| B |
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ALDH RAKIAN

THE WHRITER 5
an EX-CHIEF
SECRETARY, GOV
OF UTTAR PRADESH

MEF 2020

is o well
infendioned and
comprehensively
thought-out policy,
but it requires a
lot of plarning,
strofegising, ard
exetion o
ecome a reality

MILLENNIUM POST (P-8), 31 JULY 2025

~ ADelerred Vision

NEP 2020 remains an ambitious blueprint for educational reform, but ity transformative fromise is

1 Yk by [ive yware: simcn thae e

Ecturation Pelizy (NEF) 2020 was

apprerend by the Undon Cabdoet

Free vears is 2 sufficlent period to

avalnaie the gaies made ax well as the
distance left 10 be travelled. These has
twen good 'LNEH In somie apeas, bk
a large number of reforms viualised in
the polkcy are sill cody o paper, and it
ix peot chear when they will ses e Bain
of dae

The NEF sightly sared that, in edo.
catbad, the major siekehokder ii the sto-
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