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RAISE THEBAR

India’s advocates: What
missingnumbersreveal

Withholding caste,
gender, and language data
of bar exam candidates
hinders policy and
Progress

DEVAL GARG AND JEEWAN JUSTIN

a5t wear, a Right to Infarmation
(BT application revealed that
1% of the candidares failed the All
India Bar Exam (AIBE) 18, This makes
one wonder abouat the pass percent-
ages in the previous exams and rals-
e gquestions aboar causes of the high
faibare rate, of the failing
or paseing candicates —who, really, be-
comes an advecate in the country, The
angwers Liein the data preserved by the
fiar Council of India (RCT). However,
multiple RT1s and appeals could elict
parily parial angwers from the BCL
Since the inmoductionaf the ATRE in
211 7,44, 160 candidates have dearsd
the e with an avernge pass percent-
« f 75, 38% and become advocanes,
prwever, wital ks missing in these st
tistics i the crucinl dara on who these
sueeessfl candidates are. The BT ap-
plicaticn soughs details on the caste,
gender, and language preferences of
randidares who passed or Faibed, but
these questions werebeftunanswersd.
I the appeal against the unanswered
questions, the BCT evnded thess que-
rles, claiming thar sich infarmation fell
putsice the seopeal infommation under
the Right i Informaticn At 2005, Cir-
ing the Supreme Court judg erment in
the Cenral Theard of Secondary Eduvce-
gion and Anr. vs. Aditys Bandopadhyay
and Oes,, the BCLelaimed it was nat k-
ligated to provide data requiring "lafer-
ences or assumptions”. The ATBE ap-
plicants arerequired toprovide detatls
phout thedrcaste, genderand language
mandatorily. Therefore, these details
are hard facts that must be recorded
in the BICDs recorde pather than being
Inferred pr assamad informaton.
Consequently, thisrefusal raisesowo
questions: [s it an aempe by the BC]
po restrict the infermaticn from public
serariny or i8 it & sympom of buseau-
cratie e runy The impllcagiona of with-
hoiding such datn are profound, In o
workdwiere data drives poli i
and societal progress, the refusal to
share such crucial data perpefuatcs
opacity. Such opacity eroces pubtic
trust i institotions and their motives
nnd sparks apprehensions that thizy
operate 1 maimain estabiished hier-
archies, Onermay aliosuspect that dstn

is b= hlddien to avosd acdmpwledging
the systemicinegualities.

Focusing on the caste compositan
withim the Indian legal community, it
ks evident that the majority of judges
belong to upper caste groups, though
less apparent is the fact that most law-
yers are as well. There is, and alwavs
g been, a chrenbe under-represents
tiom of lower castes in the Indian legal
system, inclading the lawschools. This
trend can be ohserved at every bevel of
the system. For instance, a dispropar-
tonately large number of Supreme
Court Judges have beenupper caste.

Embedded biases
The socio-legal and legal thearies
are primarily buble on the patterns of

kenowledgeandignaorance of thaose peo-
ple af privilege and serve to maintain
the domination and hierarchy of the
domnimant castes rather thon demalish
it. Charles Mills described this process
ag flloeses: thee srctures ofdominaticn
and subordination b any given socety

resuliina e izl apparams shaperd
by the biases of the dominant groupe.
Such an apparans will notanlyexchude

caste constderations, at ks warst, be-
cause of the necesslry to maintain the
hierarchy, it mighe also be actively
harmiul. This theory precisely expiains
e macdus operandi of the casts Sysem
in the Indipninstnadons, incloding the
legal system, nnd Lhe civil saciety

The mnl=-dominared namee of the
jsar con algs be viewed through this
Lora. Even withour specific igures, iz
is evident that women and other mar-
ginalised genders are nat proportion-
ataly represented in the legal populace
campared totheirghare in the natnal
populntion, The gop persiscs heciuse
thee legal system which hns been nsked
witls abolishing the patriarchal hier-
archy oo prevent i punish ksminn

rights violations against women and
ather marginakised genders achzally
nphaids and preserves it Therefare,
it goes withuut saying thar parriaschy
will prevail disguised in the language
af legality. At this junctire, the denial
of data about the gender of the ATBE
candidates by the BC1 further exacer-
hates the questions and conderns 2ot
the inequality and under-representa-
tion of women and ather marginalised
gendersinthe Indianlegal populace

Finally, lnnguageis o factor that cus-
es inequality in the representation of
different commaunities in the bar. The
sguenflanguage domination can alkmw
us 1o anatyse fundamentally the palit-
cal outicokofthe judiciary, The higher
judiciary, particularly the Supreme
Couart, operates miostly MEnﬁh'm
kmorwledge of English in Tndia has large-
Iyheena privilegeof theurban efte who
cxn afford o study at private schools.
CLAT, the entrance sxamination cond-
datesmsst clear togain admistioninto
natienal kv unlversities, is pkan beid
anly in English. Tlere are ng courses
offered arthese insamzions designedio
cater 1o smdenes from different social
and econpenicsrrats of the multlingual
Tndian society andwith differing levels
of Englizh langiags comperence.

While the AIBE offers language
options, the effectiveness o this pra-
visson remains unclear dus o the [ack
o dinta, Are smdents Rcing challen
becaus: the bareacs I:I-a'-;u'.in:':lﬂ:lrrér
ATBE open ook examjars notreadify
gvailahlein regiconl languages? Shieuld
the BCI mandate the avadability of
rranslated bare acts for the ATHE? Iy
there & disparity in the passing rates
bepwreen students wha ke the examin
English and thase wha opt for region-
al taigringes? These critical questions
remain unanswered,

Clearky, the gystem is designed m
make it difficult for nan-English speak-
ing and lower-elass lawyers. o a pro-
fession that serves as the backbone af
JuSEe, ensuring equiny and representi-
fion among edvocatesisnot justdesira:
bile—1ris inyperative, Withourmanspar-
ency, policymalkers andactivisieare left
navigatng bind spots, unable wdesign
intervendons that reflect the reeds of
comemuniBes oppressedan the basgsal
caste, pender, and laaguage. The lease
the RG] gxnudd do i insreduse GA0 mrang

- Greater diversivy and remov-
al of barriers to eniTy are necesEry (o
inerease the number of ivwyerswhodo
it Benefit fram the stans quo

{Depeet i Bengnivra-fresed tronsac
sfonand aurper; Jecunin f o nuelent iv e
Prafiic bnternamonal Law progfraimme

iy Leiden lﬁr-"m'ﬂ-"l:ﬂq?ﬂ W&
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2025: Year Of Quantum Science

LIV s procleeimesd 2oms the frelernaiiona! Year of Shanture Scimoe and fedmolgy, celebrnting quantim advancements
shaping inmoations and fostering sustamable drvelnment, siabal amaretes;, and equitabie sducation in this rangfrmative fisld

he Thrited
Plstiomal L] has
deelaced WS ap the
Irmernatena Yeai ol
Chimntemn Scenzexad Techral-
oy (Y0 335). This decars-
tion falimwed & drafi resolpton
v B ik, Co-dponed
by vics néfer sourvTies, and sip-
ted By e dhan Mealions
ms yer Treamkes the centeaary
of the dewelapmens of qoaniim
mesaanicy, which exgalin the

beRavionr of mator amd ene

ﬂ AT bl st §

CJranhm wienss and hhchr\-ul
Hﬁ' hiave ennaldiad irmewatins
e MHE {magmetic pepanas

Thiz yeor morks
the centenary of
the development
af guanium
mechonics,
which e:l:ph;l'lrr:
the behaviour
of matter and
energy at
ofamic and
mibatamic levels
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H1-B Dilemma

he H1-B visa debate has reignited, bringing to light

the conflicting views on skilled immigration to the

US among prominent figures and political factions,
Tech billionaire Elon Musk, former Republican presidential
candidate Vivek Ramaswamy, and President-elect Donald
T[un}p are at the centre of this heated discourse, each
shaping the conversation in distinct ways. Mr Musk, a
vocal advocarte for H1-B visas, recently escalated the con- '
roversy by threatening to “go to war on this issue the likes
of which you can't comprehend.” His fiery defence of the
programme stemmed from personal and professional
stakes ~ he himself immigrated to the US and attributes
much of his success, as well as the growth of his compa-
nies, SpaceX and Tesla, to the contributions of H1-B visa
holders. Mr Musk has argued that the programme is indis-
pensable for attracting top-tier talent, especially in fields
like artificial intelligence and engineering. However, he
has since tempered his tone, acknowledging criticisms of
the system's misuse and proposing reforms to address
them. Mr Musk’s suggestion to raise the minimum salary
for H1-B workers and impose annual costs on employers
could make it prohibitively expensive for Silicon Valley to
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hire foreign workers over Americans, signaling a shift | °

towards addressing the programme's vulnerabilities. Mr |
Ramaswamy, another staunch defender of skilled immi-
gration, has emphasised the economic and innovative ban-
efits of H1-B visas. He has argued that the programme's
meritocratic foundation should be preserved, ensuring
that only the most qualified individuals are granted access,
However, his critique of American culture - claiming it
undervalues intellectual achievement in favour of athletic
prowess - has drawn mixed reactions. While his rhetoric
underscores the importance of skilled immigration, it also
points to broader societal challenges, such as the need (o
elevate STEM education and workforce development in |
the US. Mr Trump'’s position on the H1-B programme re-
flects his broader balancing act on immigration policy.
During his first administration, he tightened restrictions
on the programme, His latest remarks suggest an approach
backing the programme while advocating for reforms that
prioritise American workers. Mr Trump's evolving stance
underscores the political complexities of the issue, as he
seeks to reconcile the economic benefits of skilled immi-
gration with the nationalist leanings of his MAGA base.
The H1-E debate has also exposed rifts within conservative
circles, particularly among hardliners who view the pro-
gramme as exploitative. Critics argue that companies use |
H1-B visas to hire cheaper foreign labour, placing Ameri- :
can workers at a disadvantage. Mr Musk's acknowledg-
ment of these concerns, along with his call for reforms,
highlights the need for balanced approach that addresses
systernic flaws without undermining innovation. Ultimate-
ly, the path forward requires ﬂmughl:ful reform, By ensur-
ing that the H1-B programine serves its intended purpose
- attracting top global talent while protecting domestic
workers - the US can maintain its competitive edge and

uphold principles of fairness and opportunity. ] "11‘ /
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Dropout rafes in Karnataks, Rajasthan, Guiarat and Haryana are also concermning
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School dropout rates go from bad to worse in Bihar and Assam
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YOUNG AND HOPELESS

BPSC exam row in Bihar points to a systemic distortion and
lack of accountability that is taking a high toll across states

N THE RUN-UP to the 2024 Lok Sabha election, counterin g the Opposition parties’
pitchonthe caste census, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said that, for him, there
are only four castes: Poor, farmers, women — and vouth. The emphasis on youth, an
underlining of their issues and concerns, could also be found in the manifestos of
parties and leaders’ speeches. However, in 2024, like many vears before it across states. the
young were letdown by leaders and parties who tured an unseeing eye toa recurring pat-
tern — paper leaks and allegations of cheating and foul play leading to exam cancellations
and students’ protests, to noavail. The controversy over the Bihar Public Service Commission
(BPSC) preliminary examination held on December 13 is only the latest in a dismal series.
One of the centres in Patna saw a disruption — it was alleged that the question paper
had been leaked. Soon after, reports of irregularities poured in from other centres, sparking
students' protests. On December 19, the Commission decided to conduct a re-examination
only for one centre. As the protests intensified, leaders like Prashant Kishor, founder of the
state's fledgling Jan Suraaj Party, along with several educators, put their weight behind the
students’ demands; R]D's Tejashwi Yadav asked the Commission to conduct fresh prelims
across the state. The BPSC controversy, however, is just one more in a long list of such irreg-
ularities. The year 2024 saw the NEET-UG fracas, followed by the cancellation of the NET
and NEET-PG exams. Exams conducted for state government recruitments in P, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, and Tamuil Nadu faced similar controversies. The Centre introduced the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means ) Act (2024) to lay down guardrails.

But is it enough to pass a law? Ever since the uproar over the Vyapam scam in Madhya
Pradesh in 2013 — its ghosts are still to be laid to rest — few political parties have made ita
political or electoral issue. For the aspirants, many of whom belong to marginalised castes
and classes, these exams are a way to achieve social mobility, agai:lust FIaunl:i pgndds. Ip acoun-
try of large economic disparities, and when job creaﬂuq is not picking upin the private sec-
tor, they representa possibility of empowerment for millions. Crammed into general com-
partments of trains and in overcrowded buses, they reach the exam centres armed only
with their aspiration — between 2014 and 2022, fDFIHEt%“E‘?- only 0.33 per cent of the ap-
plicants got government jobs. The voices of the students in Bihar, and other states, must be

heard and heeded. In a country of the young, one that is on the move, much is a@: >
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Crowdfunding can transform

science research funding

By connecting directly with the public, crowdfunding
researchers an opport

he conventional
I research fand ing
model, which is pri-
marily dependent on govern-
ment grants and institution-
al allocations, is currently
under increasing scrufiny.
Scientists and innovaters fre-
quﬂnﬂ}" find themselves fac-
ing competition for a dimin-
ishing pool of resources as
budgets tighten and priorities
shift N MIMETous ]:'-Egigng of
the globe,
A novel paradigm is emerg-
ing, one that is influenced by
the digital economy: crowd-
funding for research. Is it pos-
sible that this community-dri-
ven, decentralised a’:ﬁmach
could revolutionise the way
we finance science?
Government funding has
been a cornerstone of scien-
tific research across the globe,
rticularly in the domain of
asic research, This funding
plays a vital role in driving
innovation, supporting the
exploration of fundamental
scientific principles, and fos-
tering advancements that
often serve as the foundation
for applied research and tech-
nological development,
Despite its critical impor-
tance, accessing government
TeSe Erants presents s1g-
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nificant challenges for scien-
Usts and institutions, making
it a complex and often time-
consuming endeavour,

The exhaustive application
process is one of the foremost

difficulties in securin £
ernment funcing, Eeﬂ;rgz\rs
must navigate hectic admin-
filling out detailed forms,
Pmlding cxtensive docu-
mentation, and adhering to
gteict cedural Fldﬂmt&,
T cratic overhead
often becomes a distraction,
diverting researchers' time
and energy away from their
primary M:nuﬁgms_
Cﬂ'l."f.]'}'.

Writing and refining grant
proposals, ensuring compli-
ance with submission require-
ments, and coordinating with
institutional administrators

p—

consume weeks or even
months. This process can be
overwhelming for many sci-
entists, particularly those
involved with teaching
responsibilities or other pro-
fessional commitments.
Another challenge is the
influence of governmental
policy on funding priorities.
The allocation of research
funds is often tied to the
strategic objectives of the rul-
Ing government. This means
that researchers must tailor
their proposals to align with
themes or areas of focus
deemed significant by policy-
makers.
As a result, projects that do
not align with governmen:
orities may struggle to
d financial suppart, even if
they hold substantial scientif-
ic or societal value. Moreover,
the eligibility criteria for gov-
ernment funding further
restrict access. Typically, gov-
ernment grants are available
only to individuals holding
doctoral degrees and those
affillated with m:a-ﬁmed aca-
demic or rese institu-
tions, and some agencies

Testrict people from private
institutions,

as

Crowdfiunding js .
a revelutionary alternative 1o

£

BIJU
DHARMAPALAN
offers

unity to explore bold ideas fueled by passion

overcome these hurdles. |

Crowdfunding involves gath-
ering financial sup fora
project or venture by solicit-

ing small contributions from
a large of people, typ-
ically Lﬁl::;lz;h online plat-
forms.

It Eﬁrﬂ:;. 4 direct, democratic,
an ible solution, empow-
ering researchers to pursue

their ideas with fewer con-
straints while promoting pas-
sion-driven inquiry
Crowdfunding  allows
researchers to connect direct-
by with the publie, garnering
financial support for ojects
that resonate with a broader
audience. Platforms like
Kickstarter, Indiegogo,
FundRazr, Hoope,
GroFundMe, etc. have already
successfully funded creative
projects and their applicarion
in scientific research is grow-
g Crowdfunding science
projects require researchers to
dhcfi{:.ittﬁ:lumidemble time
and effort to campaign man.-
agement, diverting resources
ﬂw'aifmm their core research
WO,

(The writer is an adjunct
Jaculty at the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)
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From vision to reality: How good governance is transforming education in India
H'apafﬂﬂs vision of a 'New India," anchored in democratic principles and citizen-centric governance remains a guiding force
deas & amboey Prime

1] modg, Frore
H:-:T:'p..- el
Miadl s Earth his
withkin ol dusbhagss |
Eﬂmuuj.:lung E hl
oo n mailarc e
D-up.::"-;u 1%
:iumur PM Al Bibar
s ammtverrary
m f-l'd'ﬂr-bl :'.rr
Bl ceviMOnes &
E’:ﬁwﬂm.m.u-
iireneid wirahd eyndeiady (hs
:“,qrh-. ol v racarasy anad

AelapEeal, am
CHAFR-CRFEMh: declekzn-

FLHN & BRINHE

uniae berriiorics screm ma
kxp pecizrm The | 1th Goad

nanis Dy presri
i A FERTEE DG i
red rabbxe on the gl of
frerrearce o ses of ikx
Fra e ey ke
viws. Fwed chadgh Wissan
Bsaouccs Dwvalopanaer,

ca af indirmizes bk
pal
St el

whoch ergnEsss wifvesml
rcheol parelireni nad seni
o b e Lhe cisrralassd
vl tha Righs i Béicanon
(AT A, T00%. Malding
seanedp on dhe fonds-

iy, P v Abirwsiey Wl s ¢

s

i rda pr buis i amied wdn -

catdan 1 mew baighis
bold

th 3
The Inepdiiotiin af e

dAnvargary-prade susdmaun
Ieck Baapcdstlens]| lraracy
Erdl  AUDETACY nclllllp
Leirrery: 1 ijean sin
il nﬁrwq. widerleg in
thay pragroer chroagh
wiin & weak e
Lize 11 b Ut dipiinpris i
that aieesr Sk par el g
Grade VTI anidemir ser
unsbiz $ o pireple yea-

o ampoweieenl e rrowadag Bithzesl Edecuian Pelky
.ufuﬁ: coniedl of d vl (ien rem” b aan af dw e [REP] 1620 with the prrier 0n ki Baikl wlth
{are grernmny fascarlag o coererd by ik WIPUM Blaret ik, bis o
in n vealp wr i sadinty. -:E.Ll-:l‘m-: Jewal i I-dul'l- bt cadind 1R wagsnch Racegniting there chal
sl e e fuade-  edusalioh  gordinkier R Randwicend le 1t erger P Meod s abre s
M.Jmmmm. veniadi gabarnerid room far This shi® b b e ?g.-n.- smminmi e el fued Gikein n&
abds dirn .,.'\.:dli.d brgresemn, puetiodurbe nmd-rndl] r-lllﬂ-l' réfis hase jeepiled Gaik  theaagh ca Sise Sk
thze, ard ;: thas of - mt the schoal keed. ALSRATLAY § ulpi.u:huun'l.d Aviboerty {55540
pamanlimeal 14 basg im H:l:urr::l IIIr:I rgm i oo pduoibon pe-  orosmmimdal i the HEE
Ia ;HQ,H:ﬂ..mp whapicd pdl gcalion Wil oddard dar- nl.Li E-.l m IAGE which &
2 e calied Hhe Chioad hlr imamsw ar Friee £ ui CAAFS S kAL ahard Bigakphan crical rhl::l.l rafenm iT ik
m”m"d“.gf.ﬂ"m Minirier— b piorsered e 1 lﬂ‘ Achwwnrapi amar fud oeee ddendies. D kool povermnce
prack mad cotepeie Esmt laredmark fares fhikads Sureap and  Gajurslh  periicehdy i berieg s sledads T“I:-lr% ral
nance nexiieg 1@ b mumraml  Abdjpas (554 o bEI2, gromdbreabiag Vidys cemws Varkes banigeai- 5554 woak] b s i
) [T B | e ) [T I | =21

wrye e sl el § crps

ik realasar for all
h bath pablic wd
prbvmne. Clas af e by faar-
tianp ol te A & i pasier
publy diicihosam af sohcol
purkumancs daus dfos all
rcheoly dhreagh 5 chigiind

E.l.lh.lq_'r....lil-h‘_lu.l
ndiuuduu.lmnqlﬂ.-
rr Hazd ety aned paloyreak-
reibemin g ipiorered by dhis-
it kg, sdacariaral
amrarean Wil b uned A
pifl cirily. The SA mn oo
aiw n aburr of breespares-
o whiie |-|.-||-|I rﬂ-n-r ":II:T
cpants e Har ci-
I':..rll:.ll:i.'l-|'|:I.|n«:l|:lx:|.l.

1
With im I:I:!Phl!ll an
) g
u"““""'"".ﬁ“""‘m.p.'"'i"..“
AN e 1
o o il r
idraies birdras oot asly

Pinimer Sledi® el ol
“minimum governmeil,
mmaiEisn peaeRcET A
purtiieal sxaciple b dhn sn
el mighi principher af “:q.ld
Fu-m repamn et

o Wid Uil Malidns
Eiannamle and  Seezlal
Commbsicn far dab aed
the Pacific (LUINESCAF—
pariiripsbion. mie of e
Fidiy e oy, e a bl iy
L. ir:.:lluf.m.. il

TATAER. Sl TR RARL
oo e oy
vernsacs Dup, ke cell i
ik W nh.'r !H.l.‘! il
dEbrae thr


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7), 03  JANUARY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


§

e c—

TRIBUNE, (P-6), 03 JANUARY 2025

Missing learners

Concerning drop in school enrolment

“ HE Unified District Information System for
Education Plus (UDISE +) 2023-24 data paints
aconcerning picture for India’s school educa-
tion sector. A decline of 37 lakh students in
schoal enrolment, dropping from 25.17 crore
in 2{]2223 to 24.80 crore, demands introspection and
action. While some of this reduction reflects enhanced
accuracy due to the Aadhaar-linked unique IDs, it expos-
es systemic challenges that go beyond data adjustments,

Alarmingly, the data reveals a sharp decline in girl enrol-
ment and a persistent underrepresentation of minority and
marginalised communities, States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra have witnessed the steepest enrolment
drops, reflecting entrenched socio-economic barriers, Tran-
sition points, particularly from middle to secondary educa-
tion, exacerbate dropout rates — nsing from 5.2 per cent in
middle school to 10.9 per cent at the secondary level Thisis
compounded by retention rates plummeting from 854 per
cent to a mere 45.6 per cent. Infrastructure deficiencies fur-
ther hinder progress. High-enrolment states such as West
Bengal and Punjab face critical gaps. Plus, technological
readiness is abysmal, with only about 57 per cent of schools
equipped with functional computers. The digital divide con-
tinues to marginalise the most vulnerable students, under-
mining efforts for equitable education.

Despite these challenges, there are silver linings. The
introduction of unigue educational IDs facilitates precise
tracking of dropouts and better targeting of schemes like
Samagra Shiksha. However, progress demands more than
data — it requires transformative policy action. Invest-
ments in teacher training, digital infrastructure and com-
munity outreach are vital. As the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) 2020 aspires for universal education by 2030,
India must ensure inclusivity and accessibility for all. The
future of millions of young learners depends on bridging
the gap between aspiration and implementation, <
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Balancing dreams and parental

aspirations: A dilemma for students

SAMNJAY CHANDRA

In a society deeply rooted in tradition and shaped by economic uncertainty,
parents often tread cautiously when guiding their children’s career paths

tend to be over-
Wiautiuus when we
guide our children

in their professional choices,
I realised this only after [ had
cajoled my children into
studylng sciences till their
class 12, MJ rationale was that
they could always switch to
any other course for gradua-
tion, but the reverse was not
possible. They are now hap-
pily pursning their non-sci-
ence professions, often rib-
bing me about how much bet-
ter they could have done in
their Board examinations had
1 not insisted. Many parents
from my social circle still
struggle to resalve the conun-
drum

A senior colleague faced such
a dilemma for his daughter
two decades back. My daugh-
ters were by now happily
pursuing their dreams. I freely
dispensed my wisdom ta let
the young lady pursue what-
ever she wanted. He was con-
templative for some time
before agreeing. He remem-
bered his school friend, the
son of a famous medical doc-
tor.

The friend was pushed into a
medical college sometime in
the late sixties, He quit after
a couple of years, jolned a

K

course in liberal arts, and was
2 contented leading artist. |
was born a few years after
independence. I believe our
ents were excited about
edom but ‘were egually
?gprehﬂmi'-'r: about the fuure
r the next generation,
They opted for the more
.Emr: ment jobs for us
engineering or med-
ical studies. Ghild;g'en from
families who had already
Seen enough government jobs
through second-generation
elders started moving to other
options in the nineties, The
liberalisation, of the Indian
econony opened profession-
al l;hn-][::wes hitherto unknown
ta children and parents alike.
But it was still not the same
across the entire spectrum,
A Junior colleague sought
my advice regarding his son’s
sshon o an en ineeﬁng
course, The child nat per-
formed well in the competi-

bve examinations,

The fee charged by the avail-
able lower-rung colleges was
exorbitant, necessitating the
father to take a loan. It was
tragic as he came to me after
five years, a year after the
young man had leted
his graduation and had been
unable to secure a job,
requesting if | could arrange
a job even at a measly rm:mtﬁ-
by salary. 1 witnessed several
similar cases and wandered
about the strange phenome-
non even half a century after
independence when several
better-paying career options
were available.

An improved economy has
resulted in a continuous
upward movement of peaple
financially from the below-
poverty line to the lawer class
to the lower-middle-class to
the middle-middle-class, and
soon. However, an i
population also ensures
part of the population
remains in the lower financial
strata, These parents are inge-
cure about the future leadin
them towards the perceive
saler educational courses fior
children to pursue. We read
about senior leaders exhort-

seekers.
Not many talk about the
ways to achieve thiz or the
alternate career options.
Engineering and medical col-
leges keep mushroomin
without the government an
the leaders pausing to reflect
apon the implications of
unplanned growth. This will
continue for a few more gen-
erations fill the population
stabilizes. | narrate experi-
ences from my life when
interacting with the young in
college,
I tell them to pursue their
dreams. A few l::ll:F them invvari-
ably ask me whether to fallow
the courses that their parents
have chosen for them or if
they should follow their
dreams. It is a difficult ques-
tion to answer. 1 draw upon
my life when 1 respond,
“Follow your parents today,
they only want the best for
you, But do not let your
dreams die. Life gives cnough
Opportunities for you to pur-
SUE your dreams - if pot
today, certainly sometime in
the future”

(The author is an electrical

engireer with the Indian

Raitways and condyects class-

ing young people to become g5 in ere tive writing vi
j;% providers instead of job m#f; T::elgeﬁm:':;ﬁ
b Ak s 0 ae
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Assamese Studies

Satyanath Borah was the first lecturer in

TRIDIB BORAH

Assamese in Cotton College and the first

Assamese lawver 1n Guwahatt.

otton University-published a wall calendar in 202(

portraying ermnent personalities. The doyen of

Assamese literature and grammanan Saryanath
 Borah's portrait in this calendar was honoured with -

the title “The Founding Father of Assamese Stud-

15", Perhaps no other tifle would have been more apt for the

Itteratenr who not only started the Assamese Departrnent

of Cotton College iri 1913 as the Arst lecturer but also fought

relentlessly to establish Assamese as the lingua franca of
Assam in the early part of the 2%
Century when the Bengali language

British judges to accept pettons m Assamese as the cases
pertamned to the Assamese people. But the pleadings fell on
deal EAIS 35 the vociferous Bengah lawyers could impress
the judges with their arguments in favour of Bengah over
Assamese which i their view was nothing but & diglect of
Bengali. It was “Satya Ulal™ who fought wath fus small team
brelessly o prove o the British judges that Assamese com-
ity had a culture and language different from that of Ben-
gal. Burthe cotene of Bengali Lawvers was able to erect an

unsurmountable wall between the

Brinsh judges and the Assamese law-

: - \ ; X ; :
nad an overwhelmng presence in Irl i L’JI'\,',.;‘WQE yvers. The attempts to circulaze the
gﬂ'r_‘r:‘mn:lent-:ufﬁces, courts and edu- e i - Assamese language m court were
cabonal insttubions of Assam. Prbwas. Eheiine T aften mocked at.

Prior to becoming the pioneer-
mg lecturer-of Assamese in erst-
while Cotton College, Satyanath
Borah was appointed asa lecturer
of law 1n the then Earle Law Col-
lege. After earning his BA degree
nA886 and BL degree in 1880 from
Calcutta University he became the first Assamese ta prac-
tif as a lawyer in the law courts of Guwahati and teach
law at the same tme in the only Law college of Assam.
His prolific writing ability manifested in publication of sev-
erdl books viz. Akash Roholshve, Kendra Sabka, Sinlg
.fi.’ﬂ.l‘ﬂ Sarathi, Bolgl Byakaran ond Gitawali. His thoughts
qunFl EXPression in sentences which were marked wich
brevity and captivating words akin to the writings in Eng-
]js]_j of Francis Bacon. This unique attribute contributed to
a distinct style of writing that made Satvanath Borah stand
out as 4 stalwart among litterateurs of Assam.

If-{any facts have been published in articles and books
written on Sacynath Boral's achievements. But some Bicts
have passed on down to the fourth generation by the word
of meuth onty. On this 5* day of January 2025, Satyanath
Borah's 165" birth anniversary, | share a very little-known
fact which portrays his unstinted commitment o estah:
lish Assamese as a language distinct from Bengali thar
eventually culminated into the establishment of the Assa-
mese Deparument of Cotton College in 1913,

The lawyers in the law eourts of Guwahati then were
from Bengal and the petitions filed in the court were in Beg.-
gali. The motely few Assamese lawyers pleaded with the

2

T ]

e

Seplember
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As fare would have it, an incident
- more precisely a court case ush-
ered in a $ea change in the cutlook of
the Bntish judges, A case was tabled
m the court pertaining to a person
beaten up in public by "Mekhela”.
: The Brtish Judge wanted to know
whallt 152 " Mekhela”, The court was informed that "Mekhe-
la" is @ garment worn by the Assamese women folk, The
Judge was utterly bewildered on how could one be injured
by d garment. The lawyer from Bengal representing the
petiboner also could not explain in the court why at all the
Fzseu:as_t;ijled when there was no injury. The judge chsery-
g the ignorance of the lawyer from Bengal, summoned
Satyanath Borah to the court to explain why the case has
Ijeenlﬁ_lﬂi by the: person when he was not injured at all,
. Se1zing the opportunity to strongly reiterate his stand to
i[ILr_DdUI:E Assamese in Courts, “Satya Ukil" explained o
the judge U_JaEhthjng witha Mekhels apparently inflicts no
physical injury butinlﬁssam&se culture this act is the worst
farm of insult that can be hurled upon a person. Being beat-
en by Mekhela in public for an act of cowardice or an v other
act deemed to be malevolent in society, can inflice an Injury
far worse than any physical wound caused by 1 weapon, The
enhghtenad judge was utterly pleased to leam tf 51_-|c|1, 3
culture. He not only appreciated this non-violent way of
purishment but also announced in the open court that today
;ﬂeﬂd understand why Satyanath Bocah and other Ages,.

WIYErS nesisted upon re LENg Assamese
and culture as having a ﬂtincﬁﬁl&aﬂ;@ Anguage
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builder par excellence

Prof Anil Kumar Goswami transformed Assam's academic and scientific
landscape with his seminal contributions.

Ootoher 17, 1992, wiisy the Poeaident of
India, e O Shankee Daynl Sharma, visit-
e the oolliege and checlased 1t 0 f Cent of
Esceflence with integrated postpradets el
uidersrmilunie ediuentior: Cotton Collep:
wAll abway s mervessioes Tim [ cstablshing
the Centni fe Bidio As monainy, the Insiry
ientaion - Devedopment Cencre, and the
Faraday Bicentenary Fack fac dervelnping
culture of egtreprensurship n e college,
besides high-end research,
Prof Goswnmi's areer
path i be divided e two
piases: the frst, where ke fid-
kraed the convenbaml stylbe
of academic research and
teaching, which i the usual
path duceen by B poe cant of
repchiers. But, Prof Goendsim)
R RTON the uneony Fntkn-
Al 1 per cent who beliswed in
talascing nonclemdn purmois
with the (areminegion ol s
s=ce and feclinclesy pvbng
commauen peajle; promoling &
sigusificowlvare of inquiry, innovation, and
mclusirensss for the aoestion of scienlits
peuper sl amd bullding “iemples ol
soile " coignite youmg ininds
Prod Dicssmmmmi s coptrilnsbu ot As-
Az MAenee Rociely i mniens sl fx-
trnkidine, He wasasudes 5 Cotton Gol-
T swliein i bl ol Reachecs from e
cfilbegnd sel Ladnahal Unpveraily on Febis
ary 1L 1953, estthfisked the Gimbal 3a-
e Seaiety, wehichon due pourse besnme
e s S neee Society, willya nondatg
(T st il prosocte soentific
fisibger i seeeay, I his vom wenls, 38 8
verany Eachon Prol Cimesdimi irew [T 1]
i B Chee il e sl wnls

]

v sl ses ik die ek
o iy o Sieievd Siwwty Tl v er i

e gensml secrelary of tns premier or-
ganisbion fi four tanmneduning 1975- 7S and
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like: Poc€ Jamini Aohan Choodsury (1575
761, Prof Merendrn Narh Siddhaniz (19046
T, Dr G Trgarajan (1677731 anid B Fra!
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1R Membar Secratry il dhe

Simie Advisory Comatiea an

Science & Techoologe, Goet

of Assam.

Trie Aszam Seience Socie-
Ly Irag & ity enic relathon-
ship with chi lnstinme of Aul-
wmcet] Shkly 1o Stienie axl
Tchnadogy (TASST), the (Gu-
wahati Mapstariom, o the

s Dapanal Sesance Centre Prof

= Caoowami's rode i develop-
ing the T&SST foom acowch e nociéng lees
thern & siga full of peakE and vallieys, T
Drienpe Soowety angenred 3 tep-din gm-
jposEzm im Cotlon College an Cecember &-
T 15FE, om a theme tilled, "Cooedmaton of
yetEarch bebwesn ocademic instiuons ased
univernes with developmen degrnmenia
pind or et reseanch Biborminres: on .
sgrioitine s dore s rencaanion,' This was
a gme-changer as Prod Goswani iook ke
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sl nistivale B the overall develop-
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o Wovember 3, 1974, to foemally inauge-
mie the 1ASST
Prof Goswarrd aften talked abour the road

bikcke o comemunity wark. He went tothe
Chief Justice’s langson gvry mocning o
Lierally beg o the senad! plot of od where
the Plnetaciien stands odyy, Ths sienple
hue extremely big-hearted man always
knecked on the comidors of power and
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nakgy in Assam. Recognition came to-him
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Flanning Cootros oo of Inds; Charmmanarf |
HNESTC Netwook (200708 end president
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b0, b nanE A i,

T Asaem Soence Technology and En-
wrimcent Counel (ASTEC) was estab-—
Ieshed in Gowahati in 1927, Right Teaims 1is
mceginn, Prof Goswami ok & keen inter-
esr i the: develupment of all wisgs of the
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vircerment & Ecdlogy, Applications of Re-
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Exergy. He steeved thi: Council as dirsctor
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Sharp fallin

| DATA POINT _]

Sambavl Parthasarathy
Vignesh Rodhakrithnan
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Roping in universities
for a sustainable future

have driven human societies toward eco-

nomic growth, However, such innova-

tions also led o irreversible consequen-
ces because of their impact on the environ-
ment. Multiple actors must play their role in
mitigating these consequences.

-First, higher education institutes (HEIs)
through their knowledge creation must pre-
pare students for a sustainable future, Second,
industries must develop technologies that are
bow-carbon and clean. Third, society must have
more awareness of its responsibility in adopt-
ing sustainable practices.

Indian HEIs can play an important role in
this through multiple paths — education,
research and implementation of sustainable

S-:ientiﬁcandteﬂumlugl:al Innovations

students and the use of this knowledge by local
commumities amd ente. [t is crucial to
have the local community’s willingness to

the consequences of new lmowledge
created in HEIS regarding sustainable prac-
tices. This also entails the HEIs converging the
local community’s concerns into their
research. One of the efective ways in which
HEIs can scale sustainability initiatives is to
parimer with communites around their cam-
puses and educate both students and local
communites on sustalnability practices, Such
collaberations will be valuable learning oppor-
tunities for students to gain practical insights
into real-world sustainability challenges. The
undergraduate and postgraduate curriculum
Frameworks izsted by the University Grants

practices on their campuses in tune Comnission allow students to
with the National Education Policy garn credits such community
(NEF) 2020's empheasis on sustainable outreach activities. HEIs should part-
development goals (SDGs). Among 17 ner with local authorities and private
SD(Gs, Goal 1 (sustainable cities and industries to pocl resources together
communities) and Geal 13 (climate to ensure that such activities are ade-
action) are particularly relevant quately funded for scaling up,

HEls can realise carbon-neutral Jagadesh HEls must incorporate sustainabil- -
campuses by promoting solar power, dga ity as a strategy in thelr institutional .
energy-efficient bullding practices, ~ KUMAar  development plan by committing
and adopting waste reduction strate- = themsedves to eco-friendly construe-

gies in alignment with Goal 12
(responsible consumption and production).
For instance, HEIs must compulsorily adopt
sustainable modes of transportation within
campus spaces such as walking, cycling and
use of electric vehicles. Indian HEIS, to which
typically thousands of students and ether cam-
pls commumnities comamute, must contribete to
reducing ransport-related emissions to mit-
gate the effiects of the climate crisis. Many HEs
in India can turn unused and degraded parts of
their campuses into biodiversity-rich areas by
local tree-planting initiatives, aligning with
§DG 15 (life and land) and campuses can
become testheds for sustainability innovations
and mentor the next generation of environ-
mental leaders, scientists and .
Additionally, HEls must engage with local
communities and drive sustainability in the
hroader context of local environmental chal-
lenges, Why does this matter? By embedding
campus sustainability efforts and research in
|oxcal contexts, they can ensure that thess initia-
tives are culturally relevant and likely to be
adopted and sustained by local communities.
The true purpose of such jointly created knowl-
edge would be to achieve real changes In the
world HEIs can indeed build a bridge between
the knowledge created by their teachers and

tion of their buildings, integrating
sustainability into university practices and poli-
cies, and introducing climate-crisis education
i ol i programmes o provide
students with the knowledge to understand
complex climate-related issues, Experts must
be drawn from not only scientiflc disciplines
butalse from social sciences, philosophy, eco-
pomics, and psychology.

In the context of sustainability, UGC has
already issued Guidelines and Currieulum
Framework for Environment Education in
HEIs. HEl-heads must adopt these
and Incorporate the principles of SDGs into
their curriculs, UGC guidelines emphasise the
impaortance of interdisciplinary learming ena-
h-lh'ls’ﬁ'l‘l.‘lﬂl!ﬂl‘!.tﬂ address H}Etumpu inter-
connected environmental challenges outlined
in the Rio Cnmrenﬂnm.maﬂugu;mm_
larly relevant in the current context of environ-
mental challenges. Even though some HETs are
attempting to implement these guidelines, a
lack of interest by manyisa cause for conesrn
and can profoundiy hinder our
HEls into carbon-neutral campuses by 204

% Mamidale Jagadesh Kumar is chatrman, UG,
wnd former vice-chancelor, INU. The views

expressed are personal
vl g [y
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Ridding campuses of
caste discrimination

Th& Supreme Court's directive asking the UGC to

notify within six weeks new regulations to fight

caste-based discrimination and suicides in higher
education institutions (HEIs) has come not a moment
too soon. Since the tragic suicide of the University of
Hyderabad doctoral student Rohith Vemula amid
allegations of caste-based bias by university authorities
in January 2016, it has been clear that des pite their lofty

. goals, India’s premier campuses are riven by persistent

discriminatory attitudes that hu rtyoung students from
marginalised communities. Ata time when people

- from diverse backgrounds are entering universities in
.+ numbers larger than ever before, the bias hurts not just
- individual but collective and national progress.

Over the past few decades, HEIs have grown in
number and stature, and the importance of a higher-

" education degree has zoomed. Unfortunately, this

expansion has not prompted an expulsion of
discriminatory attitudes among a section of the
student group, professors and administration staff
Students from poorer families, marginalised castes
and first-generation learner backgrounds often find it
difficult to survive on campuses—not only because
they fail to get adequate help but also due to hostility.
The death of medical student Payal Tadvi in 2019 due to
caste-based bullying in a Maharashtra medical college
was evidence that bias can't be removed by short-term
responses or stop-gap solutions.

Can the regulations work? A lot will depend on
systematic and thoughtful implementation. The top
court is right in stressing that the rules must be more
than symbolic gestures and also in asserting that the
judges would scrutinise the practical effectiveness of
rules that the UGC started drafting in 2023 but has not
yet put into action. It was only fitting that the mothers
of Vemula and Tadvi were the main petitioners in the
case. The least our education system can ensure is their

tragedies are not repeated. .h,,:;k el
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BEHIND JOBS DATA

Minister Mandaviya has flagged overall improvements.
But they don't tell the whole employment story

AST WEEK UNION Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya sought to highlight

the NDA government's job creation, drawing a comparison with the record

on employment of the Congress-led UPA government. The total number of

employed people in India increased from 47 crore in 2014-15 to 64 crore by the
end of 2023-24, the minister said. That's an increase of 17 crore (or 36 per cent) — far in
excess of the 2.9 crore new jobs (signifying an increase of just 7 per cent) during the pre-
ceding decade, 2004 to 2014, under UPA rule. He underlined that since 2017-18, the un-
employment rate has fallen while the employment rate (or worker population ratio or
WPR) as well as labour force participation rate have risen steadily. Minister Mandaviya
has flagged overall improvements, and yet there are persisting reasons for disquiet

It is rue that India had more people with jobs in the decade 2014-2024 than between
2004-2014. But since absolute numbers must be read against rotal population size, itis best
to look at the employment rate or WPR; the WPR for 15 years and above in this case is the
percentage of people employed as a proportion of the total populaton. Here's how India’s
WPR moved over the past twodecades: [t was 62.2 per centin 2004-05, which was the first
full year under UPA rule. Since then, despite unprecedented rates of GDP growth, it fell to
55.9 per centin 2009-10 and 54.7 per cent in 2011-12. The WPR continued to fall well into
the first four years of the decade under the NDA to hit a low of 46.8 per centin 2017-18. Itis
from this low level that the WPR started its steady upward climb and by the end of 2023-
24 (July to June year), rose to 58.2 per cent. In other words, the dip and recovery in employ-
ment rate does not follow the neat politcal divide. Similarly, data on the labour force par-
tcipation rate also shows a secular decline from 63.7 per cent in 2004-05 to 49.8 per cent
in 2017-18, reversing the trend thereafter, Data on the unemployment rate [defined as the
percentage of persons unemployed among persons in the labour force | shows thatitactu-
ally fell between 2004-05 and 2011-12 before rising to a 45-year high in 2017-18.

Muost notably, perhaps, the recent improvement in India's labour statistics hides the
poor quality of the new jobs being created in the economy. For instance, the minister
highlighted the fact thatemploymentin India’s agriculture sector had declined by 16 per
cent between 2004 to 2014 under the UPA whereas it had grown by 19 per cent between
2014-2023 in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Arst two terms. The increase in farm em-
ployment should be seen as a backward step — a move away from the structural trans-
forrnation India has been trying to achieve since Independence. Similarty, the fact that most
of the new jobs are in the low-paying “self-employment” category — especially as “un-
paid helpers in household enterprises™ — actually suggests deepening &m ':'?"iﬁ;r distress.
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Teachings that transcend time and geography

NARAY ANAN KIZHUMUNDA YR
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Make Linguistics
Great Again, Terman

Al has put a new spin on India’s foreign language-learning
aspirations. Indians have beenin creasingly movingout of the

comfort zone of English as a ‘power language’ for better op-
portunities across the world to learn new languages. Now;
with growing interest and needs in large language models
(LLMs), Al and natural language processing, an area of study
long considered esoteric—linguistics — is getting anew STE-
AM (science, tech, engineering, art and maths) look.

Strong models for languages, not just foreign but also regio-
nal Indian languages, will become important as generative Al
becomes the norm. The resurgent in

terest in linguistics is
Opening opportunities across the spectrum for students, par-

wwamee:  ticularly for those seeking their fortunes
5-'_' abroad. It's no longer just the traditional
T pew® travel and hospitality industries that are
8235 = seekingpeople with language skills. Tech
u% - & companiesandany business with a trans.
= %&% national footprint using speech analytics
ﬂﬁm} and virtual assistance services have be-
gun to value the gift of the multiple gab.
This means giving renewed emphasis to languages learning
Duolingo-style, be it foreign or re gional. Improved knowledge
of languages and linguistics will help generate more accurate
translation. At present, most translation tools convert a lang.
uage into English and then into the target language, resulting
in palpable loss in translation. For students, and even mid-ca-
reer professionals, thisis an Opportunity to leverage natural
linguistic skills with creativity. This Opens a new area of
growth that is lucrative and cutting edge. It would make sense
to invest in what isanatural advantagefor India. ‘Make| dngu-
istics Great Again” would allow Indians to play a key role
global Al-powered future. Q}f 1 %
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A STRONGER STEM

More women in IITs is reason for cheer. It is important to ensure
that passage from classroom to workplace remains unhindered

HE INCREASING REPRESENTATION of women in the Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs) marks a pivotal moment in the journey toward greater in-

clusivity and gender equity in India’s premier institutions of higher educa-

tion. It is also welcome affirmation of the larger and irreversible shift in soci-
ety that top-down institutional reforms can help make deeper and wider. Data obtained
by this newspaper under the Right to Information Act has revealed that six years since the
implementation of a supernumerary quota of 20 per cent for women in undergraduate
engineering programmes, in which extra seats were created instead of reserving them
within the existing pool, IITs are witnessing a significant surge in fernale students. At ITT-
Kanpur, the number of women rose from 908 in 2017 to 2,124 in 2024 ITT-Roorkee saw
a76.36 per cent jump between 2019-20 and 2024. IITs in Chennai, Mumbai, Guwahati and
Kharagpur, too, saw commensurate jumps in enrolment.

The upsurge reflects a positive correlation between individual ambition and avail-
ability of opportunities that is a result of good-faith affirmative action, Initiated in 2018,
the quota in IITs goes beyond numbers in reshaping an academic space that has histor-
cally been male-dominated. There have been infrastructure upgrades in the form of more
hostels, washrooms and recreational facilities for women. Some campuses have a special
open-door policy for fernale aspirants and their parents to learn about campus life. These
are all welcome departures from a masculine imagination of the classroom where women
were expected to man up or ship out, where safeguards against everyday sexism were few
and far between. The change challenges the old narrative that STEM is a field for men,
and signals a future where women's voices, ideas, and innovations will be indispensable
in shaping the country’s intellectual and technological future. Given that of the total en-
rolled students in engineering and technology — according to the All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE) for 2021-22 — women still comprise only 11.3 lakh, while 276
lakh are men in the undergraduate programmes, it is crucial to bridge the gap.

But as with medicine, where for every 100 men there were 100 women enrolled in
medical colleges in India in 2020-21, the increased presence of women in [ITs can only be
counted as a job well begun. It underscores the need for greater systemic support to en-
sure that the progress of women does not stall, that the passage from classroom to work-
place remains unhindered. The focus must now shift to ensuring that the IITs continue to
create an environment where women can thrive free from biases, and are equipped with
all the support and resources they need to succeed. The India Human Development
Survey, by the University of Maryland and the National Council of Applied Economic
Research, that has tracked changes in the lives of Indian households between 2004 and
2024, shows that despite ongoing transformations in their lives, one area where Women
continue to be let down is in terms of economic opportunities. With more women poised

to enter the workforce, it is time to ensure that gender-neutral policies, mentorship, and

a culture of nclusivity allow them to realise their potential more Fully, e 1%
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How not to
criticise Nehru

Certainly, he could have done more in primary
education. But he did quicken a moribund
economy, a historic achievemnent
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E-stuﬂént visa initiative

Special visa categories for international students would
make it easier for them to pursue their education in India

ndia has taken a significant step to attract international students by introducing two
|sper:'|al visa categories: the e-student visa and the e-student-x visa. This initiative not

only streamlines the process for students seeking education in India but also demon-
strates the country's commitment to becoming a global hub for higher education. The
e-student visa is designed specifically for foreign leamers ragistered on the “Study in
India” portal, This platform facilitates admissions for international students into a vari-
ety of Indian institutions affering long-term and short-term courses. The e-student-x visa,
on the other hand, caters to dependents of these students, ensuring families can stay
together duning their academic journey. To apply for these visas, students need to secure
admission to a partner institution listed on the “Study in India’ portal. Once the admis-
sion is confirmed, they can use their ‘study in India’ identification number to authenti-
cate their identity and complete the visa application process at the official portal. These
visas are valid for up to five years, depending on the
duration of the chosen course.
By welcoming a diverse cohort of international stu-
dents, Indian universities can elevate their global rep-
utation, fostering cultural exchange and enhancing their
academic standing on the wond stage. Increased enroll-
ment of international students contnbutes to revenue
generation, which can be reinvested in research, infra-
structure, and faculty development, The influx of stu-
dents from different countries enriches the campus
environment, promoting global perspectives and
intercultural dialogue. With a range of courses across
disciplines, international students can find pro-
grammes tailored to their interests and career aspirations. Studying in India provides an
unparalleled opportunity to experience its rich cultural heritage, traditions and diversity,
Globally, countries like the US and the UK have long-established student visa frame-
works that have attracted millions of international learners. The US for example offers
the F-1 visa for academic students and the M-1 visa for vocational or technical stu-
dents. These visas allow students to work part-time on campus and participate in Optional
Fractical Training (OPT) programmes, enabling them to gain work experience in their
field of study. The UK's Tier 4 student visa permits full-time study and part-time work
during term time. Post-study work options, such as the Graduate Route, allow students
o stay and work in the UK for two years after graduation. India’s introduction of spe-
cialised student visa categories is a strategic move to position itself as a global educa-
tion hub. By simplifying the visa process, e country is poised to attract a significant
number of international students. With affordable fee structure, India can attract good
number of students from across the world. However, a lot more needs to be done in
terms of quality of education and infrastructure. University campuses that are foreign
student friendly will go a long way in making India an international education hl&.ﬂg&
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India holds the potential to become a global talent powerhouse by addressing
skill gaps and aligning training programs with international demands
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IN PERSPECTIVE

United state of
antipathy

The Right and
Leftconvergein
opposition to H-1E
Can the 115 afford
to listen?

conongversy um H-1E
iz holders (ol which
major chnk arm

ican jehi @ ragngin the U5,
Thix iz botherieg educased
AMETICANS more Hein fhe
lleged immigrant: [ram
Larin Arrericd fwito le: up
meadly urckaisd,
juits], theangh the membeer
undncumraied [mmigr s
eniering the L% each vear s
iy fmes ingee dan the
lu:ﬂ H-IB wioerkers. The pe-
ol bt the
-u:'.'re.e right s the mdi-
el leh Eve caimeeigiag o the
e conchuien.
Hawver, this ssonmem al
Indinns takg s wiill-pay.
ing Amiarican ks 5
i In e carly 30000 1
wils eaching v o S umiver-
Wy i Ve T g prodiassoe A
the end of the 2aitse, when
srudencs il oot che courss
enletion farmmn, s Amer-
lcam sridiens wrohs: “Aler
iarsenircng prbeo ndia, our
unmeeriily tois nosw smamed
imgoning cheap praofcisas
froan India. Ths mus sopin
theineeisl ad praEcingsur
o Thie stusdest kaesw thar
Dwpuk read themalualiond.
e, i dislde Gl ndee-im-
ported “chedg™ probesons
wis =0 iniemae ilol e ok
the rali ol iyt g hiaprnin
& mager plank of the
Tramip campaign wis ibat, il
elerinl, he woald degort md-
Lharis of ilkegsd i praars,
Mathiag was sasd alenidbegal
H-A wackers. Elon Mk
wan enjovi esanmeus influ-
enize in the priment Toemp
admingdeanen is himel 5
beseficiary of the H-1H v
wrad aamroeg advecaie ol the
HLll pih s cirizsastep. B
ke exorerne might in die Re-
i ca g, reprebenisd
Sreve Bangean {un bl
bl Tramp sdvidr n b
earier Prisidency who has
win e lullen g o Daiinii] aiad
[laiwes argies chan H-T0
shauld be i WINEET

for Mizdcan
ﬂluﬂmudmnm-

vilea pathupic-aiizer
H-1B mppoevers would
petion mamed al pea
ke Blext umk[as:mmafu
anl,
Made s footh Inatias] "I"‘
anipibes of the “best ind the
bl ghigs 1" witn kmat hecome
LR of ep U5 compadics
and teeh sartps, ﬂrhlll'q
ks rn-_ﬂ.n'rtrj-.nu:l.nd'l'ldﬁ-
ing e LIS peism i e
H:-gr:-ll Ieadership. alser
ciizeashig through
ﬁ 1B raune. The estrems:
right-wig

apguenLs woeld
mﬂmunhd'ﬂa
phmnhu]dﬂi ks and
housrkcepera who have
alys used the H-TH soue 1o
— e LR

Tlm o the "bam and
o :

On e L, leadors like
Bermie Sanders have opendy
jinied me Oppadito in fe
programme; arguing dar i
provides LS capralate the
iy 0 impoT chisg
Toreign b o deprig L 15
g

indnesalek Extnlation

Moeninig jaitis ba Inika
Whan (b oppanEns of che
H-1R propramme da nat
reakir i har b e abwance.
American camgan bes wi b
b fercerd rg chift 3 misch
targer gt of their opere-
Thans 10 Caimcies ke Indin
i ke s of e Muige poal
alhigh-qualiyaigiiee i
wnoms, s Anancs capens
avmilahie o lwer wiges. The
procesa e alrnently apred
with masy webl-keown, 175
imch and fnanee cumpanss
apening GOCs (GlobatCaps-
Iadiry Cestires) i lndha disg
research, design. and mmres-
tian inm2ad ol poismErcng
il hinasvmdues fodas ol

I CEATYpR b et -
lizr pracrice. 1T high-akillad
Fadians ans e alkiwed m
hee LS mimesre by faliewiig
the HF1E rosn, 1his procei
will be itrergthened many
rimeee. shikm T
Jabs fram ﬂ]ﬂﬁllﬁﬂ
li wrraldd b 3 lgas For the U8
andl & comresponding gain
For Indba, Saniscly, iTndidn
docioes wr so sl i
anira e ke RIS o ke TR
bzr thai ey, US igpi
mks (ad the BHS s the LK)
winaa bl e & cramis

In some cases (apecially
in poand padia pors, e
apposionn m Indian H-1E
workgis i§ 0 B st
colair with mentisn 21 the
"curry smefl”, wsd with
Musi's pomire paimed in
bk 1 prakar birn Joank [ike
an Indime. Thir, prosably
rome frais Ihe FessnimnEil
of while fm erean seprn-
aeB1 o the Lreasiag in-
fuence al Ind vr-Aarrrazas
i the "corridare of prwer’in
what provers Trudsji bl gine-
ranon -k bl reore Veeek
Femagwrry iniharpe [ang
with Musk) of die hghbepro-
fike nenl &l Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE)L
Tudsi a5 Derecir of
Narignal Inieiligenes {which
rwersess FOL C1A. MSA],
“Eazh™ Pael a5 FEI D
1o, Frivams Krinhman ar AL

LeafiareAmerican SommLTn:
gy the LIS aba he ribmic
mwwuﬂmﬂpﬂl
riiidlian per capits imcoene,
The irany, of courss, s
t all Americany wers
IMEHEranis o ssme pen|,
Bul (o ssmesns beroimes
1 CrEnc, o she s an
anli-Emmigrant posoe, o
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umber of schools up
butenrolment drops

Th&: Union Educaton Ministry's larest data from
the Unified District Informaton System for Ed-
ucation Flus (UDISE+) present a challenging
pictureof education in the counory in S variows aspects.
They reveal gaps and problems on varicus fronts,
including enrclment, retention of students, infra-
structure, and other facilides. There is a decline in the
enrolment of stedents from 2517 million in 2022-23 o
248 million in 2023-24. A decline of 3.7 million, which
amaounts to 1.47%, is a macter of serious coneert. The
decline has been seen across gender groups and social
categories. This happened when the number ol schools
increased in this period by over 5,000, fron 1466 mil-
lion to1.471 million. The Gross Enralment Rago{GER)
is about 95% at the preparatory level, but it ges worse
at higher levels. According to the repon, there is no
dropour ar the foundatonal level { pre-primary o Class
21, butitincreases at later stagesand s maximum at the
secondary level. Bibar, Urlar Pradesh, and Mahamashora
have seen the highest drop in enrolments.,

The report reveals several gaps and deficiencies
in the case of infrastructure. Though most schools
have basic [acilines like electricity
and gender-specific totlets, many
advanced amenities are either
absent or inadequate. Function-
al computers are available in only report points
57% of schools, Internetaccess is @ {1 poor
presentinover 53%, and ramps with
handrails are available in just 52%
of instirudons. Computers and the poorer
Internet have become basic facili-  §T | EE T
ties now, and they should be made funds
availablein all schools. The data also
show that while many schoolsare ——— —
underutlised, in some staves there
isa shortage of them. The schooling picnire varies from
state {0 state. According to the report, the dropour rate
in Karnataka increased in 2023-24: L7 at the primary
level, 2.7 at the upper primary level, and 22,04 at the
spcondary level. . _

Backwardness of some régions, poor S0cio-econoric
staus of many families, migration of parents, and lack
of facilidesin schoals are among the reasons for the low
enrolment rate. The National Education Policy 2020,
the SarvaShiksha Abhiyan, and the Right to Education
Acthave all aimed at universalising education, but even
nowthereareserious deficienciesininfrasmucture and
the quality of education provided in schools. The coun-
try’sspending on education in the last few yearsisin the
range of 4-4.6%. Ttis not low in comparison with many
countries. But the problem highlighted by the report
shows thatthe spending on school education should ke
hetter utilised or even increased. Therearemanyc
countries that make higher allocations for educaion.

allocation and
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Why is there a drop in school enrolments?

What does the data from the Unified District Information System for Education Pius reports (ef s about student dropouts and school reduction? Why has the

Minisiry of Fucation said that 2022-23, 202324 UDISE- report daia Is not strictly comparable with the years before it

EXPLAINER

Palori Parecha

The story w0 far:
b total enraliment of spadents
i sehodils across India stodying
from graide 112, dropped by
oves B cTore m P24 an
compared fn 201815 After a gap of two
years, the Ministey of Education (MoE
released the Unihed District information
System for Bducation Plus (UDESE+) for
BO03TE, 202334 on Decermber 30, 2034,

Wit do the Ggores say?

Since 20213, when the MeE staried
mainsaining UTISE= data, it was belleved
that the Todal nueber of sudents spudying
iy Bl weeme 26,3 coore. Till Rovember
2 3002 when che 20002 data was
peleased, the number hoveped anound 26
e, unl last moeih, when the 20T
fiara reflechid enrolment af 25.18 croce,
wihich has Farther fallen to 24.8 crare =
202924 [, dirop of 6% or LIE croie
sruckenis) & compared b easlier years

How did such a drop happes?

ok officials in the UTMSE+ reports have
given a disclamer that the UTHSES repens
ol 20T and 202324 are ool srictly

Mehtz, said that the UDISEr repofts ans
silent om ihe sharp dip i total enrolment
aof studenits, and the dij in goweriment
srhoeds. *The reports do not explain the
rezsans behimd the dip, Doty change i
methodology of data collectian is mat
regsan encugh,” said Prof. Pedvm, whi
thas worked on UDISE pepers. for 15 years.

Whet is fhee change in methodology?
Whille the MoE claims tha thie exerrise of
IvilbAdua data collestinn fraf each
sTudent, which imchodes their Aadhzar

mirmber, was implemened from 200223,
Prof. Mehts sid that a sinafar exercie
was niriates] fn B0G-17 ar] went on for &
yﬂr.‘“hdmmmdemhﬂﬂm
that tsene was no way of verifying dam
chat was geni by schools reganding the
waummﬂmm
Exclliies, and g0 for one year NIEPA bad
actemgied o colect Individual sudient
Jata with consent frosm dhe MoE.
HowsrerT, over pahsequent pears this
ondy In 2002:23.7 ’

Tk Mehta explains that the
gnrolment decling since DIIE-I caf b
aterihuced] a0 the elimitsation of dupbicle
enrolments (ol sadents changing schooks,
Bt thedr pecards being maimtained & reo
o Ene places), indflabed enrokment

and go ca, “The new ifkira
collectinn Bystem suggests that previoes

i Frmbams Shacents po Far schaol dirirg & oold moming in Sdnagat

if Horsember 2004, baRAH IR

enroimerd fgores were oviestimansd by
8-5%, %o what happemed t these students
wehi o losger pefhect in UDISE data®

W theey previously included for funding
ot imeenive purposs like scholarships,
free meal, tosr books and cash benefib?
IF 50 muach how musch eniling was
alccmnd in thete shacenis and wis i
effectively wrlised?,” he asks.

For mslance, i 202323, 132,515 orone
(actualy was ncurred uider ths Samagma
Shiksha scheme, during the time when
enrilanit dropped (the lsest figure
reveals). s ehe curment Smancal year of
aiz4-25, the allgeation under the schens
s higiver at TAT,080 crone.

Hivwr comparalle is UTHSE+ datn of
lasi mmm:m.mu—mm
'hile {e MaE cautions tar UTASE
0227 ane] 20324 data i nof

comparable with previots wWars, upan
reviewm g e THISE 2022-F pepot,
Prof, Mebin noted that efliciency
indicators like dropour, transition, and
reterion rapes of stodents were
computed depending on UDISE. 20002
data. “Mespie differences in data
collecton methadnlngy, indicators, rages,
and ratics remain comparabie as this
pediects the sitistion at a specific peint of
time, regardless of the methodalagy
uged * he seye. Bven affer reampid dars
enlipction methods wens put in place,
there hat bien & decline in the enrolment
of shedents hefweeen 2002229 and 20324
Ly 57 lakh. “The UIMSE= report s silent
om this steep decling, nor is there an
explanation fisr declining munber of
schoods oovered under UINSE whether
this decEne of schoals i doe 0 erging
or dicaing ciown af schoods is mot cear,”
Prof. Mehta seva. There bs also a stark
decrease imthe number of schooks
cosered under UGS, Thene was & drap
in the rruiiksir of schoals covenad — [Fom
15, 58, 90 @0A7-35) 1o 14,7150 (-4,
a desline af 57002 scheols, Mo of hese
schools are gowernment-man, with 76883
lasser schools pecorded in the lapest
A0E-24 data. “MoE meast famish reasons
fior the decline af schools, Was this due o
thie shutting down and memger of schonls?
angl whille shutting dowm schools, were
the Righe o Education Boms of having

| ane primary schoo] wilhin & kilcmisme

fnllowed? " Prof. Mehta sid

Which States are (he most affected?
Jamuem and Kashmir experisnod the
e decline i okal schools, witha
derEne of 45000 schools, while in As=am
4,790 achwsals reduced, @nd in Unar
Pradesh 2,067 Ocher affecied Stabes are
Pradeih 2,700 and Maharashima
€1, 36, Wil the sharming down af
schools, parents seek re-admission of
thelr children o ancther nearby schoad, it
5 it an aubamatic mansfer. Students
drop out dering his proces, whene
parenis are nat comirtale secking
re-admission Decause of bonger |
distances,” said Prof Mehta, W%

T EE ]

THE GIST

-

MaE officials in e LIDISE+
rapors hase gias o dischi=er
that the LIDSE reparts of
103223 and 2000-14 ari ot
wrictly comgaabie 1o pravioes
pwa NEpaITE DacauEn al &
changs in the ‘methadclofy,
of dats callaction

w

Tl harwim ber I3, PFET wkmn
the 3671-32 dats was releasid,
the suis hovesed arourd 26
eramm, uiiil last month, e
phg 22333 data reflectad
sriralsest o 25,00 crare,
which ban further falin o 248

oI i HIE-,

-

s & also & stark decr=pan
i i sumiber of scheals
coriied urefiEr UD SE+ Tham
wias & deop in the rumber of
SEho b CoREned = e 15, 50,
803 2007181 1o 14,7 1LE90
[HE3-34), a dachine of BT.042
SC i ks
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Let’s trust our universities

UGC draft regulations 2025, though welcome,
uphold a top-down model in selection of VCs

Falzan MUSTAEA

“TO0AY, ALBERT EINSTEIM cannat be ap-
paink=d a5 the Vice Chancellor [ of any
Unswersity [t beast in bndla) vnbess he Eulfils
thie qualiications presoribed by Univessing
Coranits Comanissian”, obeerved Madeas High
Court in Kalpani Mathivaran (2015, The
Imediam figher education sector is avermegu-
lated and grossly underfunded. The Mew
Eddiacation Policy | NEF) and the draft reguls-
oions iled “University Gramts Commdssion
[ Wi Craalificati ors for Appointment
and Fromotion of Teschers and Acadermi: Sl
inUniversitizs and Colleges and Measures for
Mairienance of Atandards in Higher
Educamom ) 15, 235" af least proem-
t5e tm biring in fexibility though the tgiter
govemmental commod has sl been retatned.
I Oxford Universty could appoint John
Houd in 2005, wiso 'wad 4 Buginessman and
nat adistinguished academic, wiy should
IricHam unpersd tes restrict thisrchodor only b
academidans ? Curuniversitics nesd ave rsa-
Hle lrader, not just a teacher W05, the heads
and mnst visiie syrmbals of teuniversby os-
temare to beappainted strictly inacconfance
witlache LG Mo sunpasing -
pediency and not menit at tmes decide the
e, Congress govermimenes general by pre-
fermed [eft-ieaning Vs and srent dispensa-
nioes manursley ope for the other extreme.
Thax W a5 the head of the university is ex-
pecmed to funciion as 2 “hridge” between (ke
administracive and the academic wings The
aims 0V Tor the first me veeiefakd
o by UGE in 2070 As per the 2088 LG
resnalirtions, the WC should bea “distinguished
aaddernician, with a minimmurn of 104ears of
Eperieie 45 Profesmneina niverity System
ar 0years of ey penence maneguivalent po-
oition in a ceputed research and for Acadermig
adminesrrative organisation”. hMost V5 m
India are atad emiciars, yel (ol 3 singk: uni-
wiersiy finds.aplacein the world'seop 100w
versities Wieneed omabe dietinguichod peo-
izl ol fisikds eTgile i become Vs
This & M veeloomie drargs: Uhal Fhe nes
MG reguilations have propoded by making
nui-professars eligble fo the coveted post
Iy ackditican ta professoes, any distirguished
peerscn at asenior kvl iniedustry, public ad-
mirsseration, public poficy andlor pulHic sece
for ndbertakings wath 4 proven brack fecornd

The povernment plays a
rrucial rode in the
appointment of the VCs and
the autonomy of the
university is given scant
regand. ViCs in central
universities ane appodnted by
the President of Fnadia, the ex-
officio wisitor of all central
unmversitses, who generally
acts om the advice of the
Centre. However, according
e e SO pudgment in D
Premachandran Keezhoth
{2023), he acts purely as a
statutory authoricy under a
particular university Act and
nint as constisutonsal head of
state, In stabe wniversities.
appointments are maske by
the poverno rarely on his
oo exeept in Opposition-
ruled states,

of sigraficam scademicar scholardly contribu-
nn vkl e e eligithe

& 3 member of some 11 search comims-
1o, | Eaged e trupgee v cifficult tonk of share-
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humsdreds of applicants, While the idea of
ireiting applications for such seroorpombions:
Wmﬂm!ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬁmtﬁm
more mans i B0 S0 i eERen e
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fessors Theymuest he s mowrine vy they
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Thar imieersiny, Thesy shild abao gree theiras-
sesemerfof the rormimes in berens of s lead-
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T, and * Srong & e Do il
el s a8 these qualities ame now part of the
prescribed quakfications fioe e post. One
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Frmility A good WE shomid not be arrogant
bist Bl Enforfunately, urmdibrisanuns
denraied adership Wirue
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fier wihich the unfversities stand. He must
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urdersity by his academic worth, admimi-
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the Presidant of India. Forrmer vioe-president
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Eul VT of Aligarh Muslim: Linverssy. in fact,
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il the igpyisitorodall central -
wersies, wh s on the advice of
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Politicising VCs

UGC'’s higher education reforms troubling

S HE Unjversity Grants Commission (UGC) Draft
‘Regulations 2025, released on Monday for pub-
lic feedback, herald significant changes in high-
er education. While touted as reforms aligned

. - with the National Education Policy (NEFP) 2020,
several provisions appear to dilute academie standards and
mvite undue politicisation into university administration.
Most troubling is the removal of restrictions on contract
teaching appeintments, Under the previous guidelines,
such appointments were capped at 10 per cent of an institu-
tion’s total faculty. The removal of this cap risks turning crit-
1cal academic posttions into termporary, cost-cutting meas-
ures that priontise convenience over guality Contract
positions, while expedient, undermine long-term mstifu-
tional stabihity and the career prospects of the faculty,

Equally contentious is the restructuring of vice-chan-
cellor (VC) appointments. By pranting chancellors —often
state governors — the authority to appoint search commit-
tees, the draft centralises power in a manner that could
compromise university autonomy. Moreover, opening VC
positions to industry experts and public sector profession-
als, while potentially bringing fresh perspectives, nsks
sidelining academics who understand the nuances of
higher education, This redefinition of eligibility dilutes the
academic integrity of university leadership. While the
draft abohishes the outdated quantitative Academic Perfor-
manee Indicator (APT) system, replacing it with qualitative
assessments, the implementation remains opaque, Crite-
ria such as innovation, societal contributions and digital
eontent creation are commendable but lack clear evalua-
tion mechanisms, opening the door for favouritism.

Tt is argued that these changes will foster flexibility
and inclusivity, yet the draft’s rushed timeline for feed-
back — 30 days — raises concerns about genuine stake-
holder engagement. Such sweeping reforms demand
careful deliberation to safeguard academia from being
reduced to a political battleground or a marketpla-r:e_fur
short-term contracts. India's higher education institu-
tions are pillars of intellectual and cultural progress.
The UGC must ensure that reforms strengthen, rather
than erode, their academic foundations. Anything less
risks undermining the very purpose of education. _,;.i«‘l,l.", /
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A case for
quotas In
school

RAJESH RANJAN

neé  Kamataks State

Eduration Policy Cam-

misslon comstimied by
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agnirest children balonging 1o
marginatizad conimikmnities.

Sudents fromy marginal-
iz commmumnites (Ace dis-
rriminadon  from  ieachers
ardl otk students. Prima
Socir it may Jook lke (bwess
wots of vinlenoe are new, Eul
hiztorical accounts  rewaal
that althoagh the matire ani
e form of viclence hmee
chanped, discrmination hiss
i e same,

Arcest b0 eduomabon for
Dalits, 5T, and mrisoritdes
b remalnsd o deunting
challenpe, In respomse do
quisglions in the Rajya Sabhn,
the Cenire informed el the
drogonl mie among -
ity commandly  shudeips a0
lhrdr-:l.rnd-n‘f]e-':'l = A,
A5 par datn foom 2020, 1/ dih
and 175k ol trikal and Daliz
shadents, respectively, quin
Clazs I¥ and Class X, These
m-h::}ud'l.luhtthﬂm{n::
af wilenpe on
comnardties, further bdrder-
Leeg ihvedr aocess o education,

& URICEF pepoot ks adso ar-
theat vicdanon in scheood

an reduoe atemdancs, lowse
arsdomde pEfarmancs, and
imovease  dropeoal rates.
Childeen frum marginalsed
Dackgrounids ofsn Rck in-
shitaticens] awpgesl, suck ax
e Enclvenssil of  paenis
in addresalng caste disoam-
ination and challenging the
prajusdioes of teachens bo real
[alxt and tr7hal stadents sl
dignkiy, Muther perpeiating
structaral viclence  apains]

in devise different mecha-
alsms W make schools nclha-
abve, O mechanlsm ool
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Teacher crisis

Prioritise holistic revival of schools

- IMACHAL Pradesh’s schools are grap-
pling with a dire teacher shortage, with 125
schools devoid of educators and 2,600 run-
ning with only one teacher. Despite the
. government's claims of progress, the chal-
iengesmensurmg quality education remain stark. The
state povernment’s recenit decizion to denotify or merge
over 1,100 schools with zero or low enrolment has stirred
a cruntrwersy. While this measure 1s pragmatic, reallocat-
ing teachers from defunct schools to understaffed ones,
it highhights a deeper systemic issue: the chronic under-
funding and lack of strategic planning in education.
Moreover, the shortage of 12,000 schoolteachers under-
scores the gap between policy intent and implementation,
Although recruitment efforts have been initiated, the
-reliance on temporary measures like deputations and
guest teachers raises questions about sustainability. The
merging of mstitutions and clustering of schools for
resource sharing are commendable steps, but they
address symptoms rather than root causes. The declining
enrolment in government schools adds another dimen-
sion to the cnsis, The allure of private institutions, fuelled
by better facilities and English-medium instruction, con-
tinues to draw students away, While the government’s ini-
tiatives like identifying ‘Schools of Excellence’ and
enhanced teacher training are steps in the right direction,
they need robust execution and consistent follow-through.
However, education reform requires more than
infrastructural improvements. The focus must shift to
filling vacancies, addressing regional disparities and
enhancing the learning experience for students. Policy-
makers should view the education sector not as a polit-
ical battleground but as a cornerstone for the state’s
future. The government'’s actions so far indicate intent,
but outcomes will depend on translating these efforts
into tangible, long-term benefits. Himachal Pradesh
must prioritise the holistic revival of its Educatipn SEC-
tor to ensure every child's right to quality learning. A 'LE.
4—
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The complexpursuit of
qualityin highereducation

Metrics-based
approachescan
be inherently
subjective, and skew
perceptions of quality

FURQAN QAMAR AND
NAVNEET SHARMA

The 2020 National Education
Policy (NEP 20200 underscores
‘quality education’ by referring
to ‘quality’ 154 timesacrossits 66 pages.
Its exhortation for universal access to
guality education by 2030 to make it in
sync with the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG4), however, seems an antith-
esis becauseequitableaccesstoalllearn-
ers, irrespective of their socioeconomic
background, cannot be accomplished
through private schools, colleges, and
universities, howsoever public-spirited.

This aside, quality has long been
intensely debated in education, nota-
bly higher education. Conventionally,
qualityineducation hasbeen associated
with equippingstudentswith the essen-
tial knowledge and skills and preparing
them for lifelong learning. Since eco-
nomic liberalisation, the idea and con-
cept have been mainly shaped by com-
mercial considerations and the
demandsof intense competition, which
often conflict with the old established
notion of quality. Consequently, defin-
ing and achieving quality has become
elusive and increasingly complex in the
CONtEMPOTAry Context.

The definition of quality ineducation
isinherently ambiguous. Shoulditbede-
fined in terms of physical facilities and
infrastructure? Or be indicated by the
effectiveness of managing the admis-
sion and examination process? Should
it be determined by the curricula, con-
tent syllabi or pedagogy, or the quality
of lectures or lecturers? It could mean
all of these, making its measurement
all the more complicated and equally
contestable. How much technology
should be integrated into pedagogy
and curriculum to enhance quality? Is
human development, i.e. transforming
individual beings into evolved human
beings, possiblewithoutahuman ouch?

Qualityis, atitscore, aninternal aspi-
ration. Supported by suitable systems
and processes, facilitated by adequate
infrastructure, teaching-learning re-
sources, and liberal funding, and free
from excessive administrative bur-
dens, faculty members will likely focus
on improving teaching, innovating
their pedagogy, and bringing rigour to
the classroom. This would undoubted-
lyvimprove quality. Conversely, eventhe
best teachers would fail to deliver with-
out a conducive work environmentand
lack of resources. Quality is not merely
about teaching itselfbutaboutensuring
all enabling factors are in place.

Arguing that the prevalentapproach-

estoquality cannotcapture the essence
intensely debated in education, nota-

bly hjgh;ar education. Conventionally,

of quality in education, Van Kemenade
et al. pitch for a quality concept based
on four constituents: objects, standards,
subjects, and value, These dimensions
underline the multifaceted and contex-
tual nature of quality, raising essential
questions about its scope and implica-
tions and highlighting control, contin-
uous improvement, commitment, and
breakthrough to explain quality and
management of quality in the contem-
porarycontext. Even then, determining
and measuring quality in higher educa-
tion remains achallenge, Metrics-based
approaches often rely on a series of pa-
rameters. On the face of it, they might
appear objective but are inherently

L

subjective intheirinclusion or exclusion
of eriteria. Such approaches can skew
perceptions of quality and inadvertently
disadvantage institutions or students.

Therelationship between higher edu-
cation and career outcomes complicates
the discourse onquality further. Poorca-
reer progression and graduate unem-
ployability may not necessarily reflect
deficienciesin highereducation. It could
also be attributed to broader econom-
ic challenges. such as insufficient job
creation to accommodate the growing
number of graduates.

While expanding access to higher
education is crucial, the twin concerns
of equity and affordability must be no-
ticed. Today, students and families do
notonlyseek accesstohigher education
but aspire to receive quality higher ed-
ucation at an affordable cost. The lack
of a reliable and objective mechanism
to assess quality often forces people to
base their choices on perceptions and
proxyindicators, Such reliance can lead
tomisinformed decisions and make indi-
vidualssusceptible to marker manipula-
tions. Moreover, the increasing tenden-
cy to create false perceptions of quality,
driven by marketing and rankings, ex-
acerbatesthesechallenges. Policy inter-
ventions toimprove quality oftenresult
inisolated ‘islands of excellence’ amidst
a ‘sea of mediocrity’ failing to drive sys-
temic improvement.

The question of privilege
Cuality is a complex phenomenon that
cannot be reduced to a simple formula

where high-gquality inputs and effi-
clent processes automatically resultin
high-guality outputs. Instead, inputs,
processes, and outputs are intrinsi-
cally interwoven and influence each
other in dynamic ways. Traditionally,
input-based quality measures, like
seat-to-application ratios, have been
used to signal excellence in higher
education. However, these measures
can reinforce exclusivity and elitism
by prioritising programme popularity.
Merit-based selection processes often
privilege students from sociceconomi-
cally advantaged backgrounds, perpet-
vating inequality and limiting access
for marginahsed groups.

Emphasis on economic eriteria to
measure output quality often overlooks
the nuanced interplay of socioeconom-
ic factors that affect student outcomes.
This creates a vicious cycle in which
students from privileged backgrounds
are more likely to suceeed, perpetuating
inequities in higher education,

Comprehensive quality measures,
suchasthose adopted by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)and the Na-
tional Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC), have historically at-
tempted toaddress these complexities.
However, their effectiveness has been
diluted in recent years.

Teachers are central to quality edu-
cation. Quality teaching and research
are inseparable, and appointing and
nurturing competent, motivated ed-
ucators is crucial to fostering mean-
ingfullearning experiences. Teachers
need support to innovate and engage
in pedagogical practices, prioritising
critical thinking and holistic devel-
opment. Sadly, the contemporary
discourse on education policy often
sidelines teachers’ agency and per-
spectives. Teaching is increasingly
viewed as a de-professionalised activ-
ity, reduced to standardised perfor-
mance n pu [s.

Teachers are nolonger seen as facili-
tators of critical thinking but as provid-
ersof replicable skills. This shift reflects
the deep penetration of market forees
into education, where the focus has
shifted from cultivating an enhightened
society to producing employable grad-
uates, Thus, the purpose of education
has been reduced to certification and
employability. Reimagining education
requiresa fundamental shiftin perspec-
tive. A pedagogy centred on interactive
and participatory learning, as opposed
to rote instruction, is essential.

Cuality education must aim todevel-
op well-rounded individuals who can
contribute meaningfully tosociety, Ad-
dressing these broader dimensions is
the only way torealise the true essence
of guality education.

{(Furgan is a former advisor for
education in the Planning
Commission and a professor

af management at Jamia Millia
Isfamia; Navneet is a facultyat the
Ceneral University of Himachal
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Jobs Challenge
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india should focus more on high-skill, high-pay employment opportunities.

| India has one of the world's most significant numbers of graduates In STEM —
| science, technology, engineering, and mathematics — fieids. Closer connections
| between India's technical colleges, employers, and investors can help support
| better job-matching, continued skills development, and start-up growth —
which can turn job seekers into job creators
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IMRAN HUSSAIN

he Govermment of India an-
norancsd the Dme Maton One Sub-
sepipbion (OBRDE) imtlistive 1o

soppoct the growing needsof the ©

reseEh Communig The scheme
TS 10 e G access 10t ad
national and internationad jourmals, ressach
artiches, and prabdicarions for peademic pro-
[eeapeals, posenrch ol aa, shadenis and
other Stoieeboiders. The initiative pricms-
5 significant advantages inracdemic ins
gtitaticns inchiding colfeges, usiversites,
research orgaresatons, inshbebés of robioeal
importance, and other rentres of higher
stubea,

Eayond itx banafits 1o seaden, D8HE
iz positioned a5 o welfire schenie for the
ki, Thee Oilice of thie Proscipa) Scentific
vdviser o Lhe Govermment of Inidi, i the

Gk draft of the Scierce, Technoligy, and-
Innmvabies Fabey {S1TTR-2180, proposed

CIMOIS g w rﬂqunn] @] programme 1o
eithance U gobal vsitlite of Indian re-
search while improvng scees 1 seholarly
cntent. The policy seels ba replace indl-
viduml s il joama subsoriptions with
a Cenirally oegotinted model. This amangs-
ment winald make scpdermic liversture free-
Iy accesmibbe o everone i the coumtry
through a grgle saticnal yment

[ 18 first plose, e Flansing and Execus
tian Commmiivgs (FEC) recommindad the
ncdusion of resourses From the workd's top
T publshers. The key olpectves of (e
OO scheme inchide:

Cont savéngrn: Cintrmised nepolstioes 3im
o refinisds BUECTI pLice DoEeE by sliminating
ieplicntion and enatding aggregate purclas-
Lu,mm.ﬂtﬁﬂ:ing the Angncil baden
o peademic instinationg, sspecially thase
with lifnibed resgunces

{eckrosed wocess: By coneolidaging sub-

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 11 JANUARY 2025

ONOS boost to academia

| The One Nation One Subscription scheme holds promise for transforming
India’s academic landscape and bolstering its global reputation.

scriptions at the matioml level, 09305 en-
mires that eves insttations with menimal
resnmces Cin Aoess the hilest schoary
content. Thes will promise researnch g i-
nawation by providing Indian scholacs with
AncnER 10 uiting-edge glohal regesreh

Efftciency med resource aplimismian:
Redudng dupiction of jpurmsl sshsoplions
will pindmise wasteful spending and ensure
rhial fundsann chanmled coward impactl
research actvibs,

The scheme was approved by the Usion
Cabdner on Morembes 55 2024, with an ak
Located uclget of Be 6,000 coore for the pe-
rind 2025-25. The nformation and Liscaey
Merwork (INFLIBMET), == autcnomoud
inber-urivarsity cenrye coder the Usiversi.
ty Grants Dok (UG, will coooli-
nate the Enplememtstion of ON0S The
Uroon Edecation Ministry will seree i the
thrivirg Foroe Deted the ONOS inibiative
The exisiing subecriptioes 1 dahing dats-
Eeagizs frven 0 puiblishers will be alipned with
thee programu. Unider 1his plac, the gov-
prmement. will directly cover (e subscrip-
LG CTeECE, grantig the people of Inda B
cEssin scimtbe (eI,

Mgy o SO0 higheimpect joor bl b and pe-
ralicals ane sporned 1o ke included m U
subseriptinn. &s part of Uik poicy the pro-
posed Metinral Science, Tecknology & k-
novation Olsermatacy will 361 w50 cznu-a_]
reposstary for & dara generaied by thi s
eitlfic research comoasity. Miasuces will
alunbe pken b enhance the quality of Indi-
a0 pedimals by eliminatng faudukes puhli-_
catiors, The suocesehil implemendatm of
i fritiacive will conbribuse o achying At
rmanirbhar Bharad inscmos, teotmokogy and
allier thoust areas, The schiéme & sel o
ol dhrosgh o digitad and seimless pooc-
a5 o eranne SEGenL Beoess L reRoUITES

‘e scheme offers o rins benebts, &
demcerilises acoess b schobkmly tonient for
avastacademic pogu ladon. Ceniradisid sub-
scripcin models save costs Al hoth mstibr
onal and ratinmal levels. Despile s poten-
tral, B, nnphemaenting ORCS comes
with challenges. Indi’s vags and dGvers
miebwiei of pearsmic msttulions maies 7
difficuil to reégrdiate 5 anifed subscnipiion
price jor international foursals. Publishers
miay b pedctant bo sign such frge-soake
apremencs due en technicel challengae in
poovading secess 1o adia's iImmense popu-
Etion.

boreover, ensuring equitible esoroE
dRerilnation and aidressing the vaned neads
o inststmrtions with dvorse reseath spe-
cialEaiions conld pose marige e iundies
The exieni io which the Ruvemnment &-
commixisies the demands and commerzial
imterests of publishers will b Berteal chal-
lemge toaddress.

Commmencial pu hlishers often seoure moce
fwourable deals when negotisting with
smailer inslitutions or mdkviduals en with
larger consomia, insttuticned libmres, o
[ el s aEaon s re P Hng miukple
Ln_l:ili::: Al=n, there will be questions sbout
the concept’'s ovdrall wisbilitg 1 a ceniml
rommlies nepotiales with coly 2w me-
jor pubishers, many pihers may opt oot of
1 srringement. The Boeess (0 K aips
and Resoiross” groip, which coniributed so
framing e Scence aad Technology Iree-
vation Pelicy-220, highlighted that while the
ithist 2 appeakoyg, it i dificull wo dew con-
clusions withoat cegitr on which poblishers
will participace and their éxpecta hons.

The group sleoemphasised that whie the
pral is commendable, il is s5senbal 10 en-
gt than 1he fsancial tarden oo topayers
remains ressomable. However sgnificant

roncermE hve o b a] aheorat tee lack ol
irafpArency o th DERotiation PIOCEss, 18
fimited upsianes have been provided ths
Thie willingesess o p-l.lhﬁlh!l.‘ﬂ Lo agres o
mil-grare subscriptions & crocisl for i
pr-:pm]'] h—.._-.:;a:aa.'lfsmﬁ:&l‘l.l.l.frhdilﬂﬂdﬂ
oo the brge st Goln oy i Seom gnte-
menls provicing acoess U paywalied mate.
rials for over 1.3 pifion citzens, pobisiialy
seriing an axamgle for Gihes I'I-Itilill'li-. )

India's fragmented journal sabecrpion
el has long kandered eficiesnt arcess io
resginces. By comsoidating oeesdeTa inteq
sangles ra bl -beve| frmewock, QN0 of-
dresses thess inefBriendes, slpmificaiy
reducing per capiia spending oo jrarsals
Indiw, sften <ibédas & b of predaenry pob-
lishirg, stand to transform ity acdem -
scape taoough DROE,

However, its auccess wnll dipesd on @
riamier of facinrs, icchoding the availabibcr
of furaling, {he abiliny 1) negotiace Geoun-
ble wobseription mibes with publishers, &0
the ahility o ensure that the needs and o
terests of Al eademie deciplines and insti-
tutinng are Gieen imoacoound smulsnesou st
By implementing (sese policsss, govem
ment sgenies and instvstions m Inda Gin
reduce duplication of jpumal 5 ulecriptiom
e sk publc fods, Thos will allow for
more efficent use of resoiumes s greater
BCORES [0 il'l'ﬂ]l:'l.al'll pegsarch by reseancts
ers, students, and the potic,

Tirs bodel it huss e pctienii o mae
Indz a ghebal hades in quality scienes pul
frshimg il ocomemied by saide aed Emely
mesrsures The scheme & 2 oomehy and et
nisgdied sep towand tuikding 8 wnifisd, oo
:_m.l.rl::-:ﬁn'l:nl. e poessible e s
ceiepem bor bk, It paves che sy fur 2i-
baced research cutput, econamiceficiency
o s remggren ad giobal acsdinmc 3 af

i
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[KS and manuscript preservation

Dz PRASANTA Kr DEKA

' morwbedge — (05 Acgasibom, per-
ceptiom and dissEmisation are
terens Uhal, when integrabed, -
pether make complete sense of
{14 esgemce, The very sulaiancs

of knowiedgs and ila epEtemelegy are
matters that heve been the major fooss of
attention & everyage. Kesping in mind the
fact of changing times; relEvand mettiods and
waysof understanding sexd aftaining lmowl-

cilgs have been fomnyhabed by eplstemalo- |

piets and critical Hrisdess acoss the woeld
frcem dlme to time. Almest &l thie differsnt
thisoeits and hranches of daviadpe Eira-
i the wiminment of walad or wothentic
knowtedge and its miticalapplication in un-
dersranding the real workl

Fwhrecing a rich heritage inchusive of
ieadicing (Ayurvedal; yogn, meditation,
phoniatics, language, grmmear, RLTooomy,
arehitectie, rituals, customs, philalogy
suxiliary woiences, lismature, myth, agn-
cpltire, mathermstics (vedi matematio,
gpoeis, and arfhashantr (sconomics), the
Tulk of the !Ind.u.n'knnl-l-hia'l! syshem Comt-
prises & cich legacy. It & nol surprging,
(Berefiore, & mob e aereordinary 3 (trc-
{ion of scholers fom around the worlid o
the Indizss knowledge systom, wilk an in-
perest i Indology &l the Indian awl=aton,
whick undoubbedly shoiwcases the rich con-
stiruents of the Indian knowledge pystam.

With & view b egauring quaiiey and ho-
ligre education, the Netiomal Education Fol-
icy (WEF-3020 has mmplemented wanous
schenies and outlises (BT ensore ormver-
sl pocessibility, higher reseach and inpe-
witiom, equity, quality, digital emporserment,

Pfﬂsmmg

atedaffontabiling among others, Amidse the
varius mansformations implerrenied Sy
1l MEF 20210 in the structure oF (e sda-
At system in the coustry; ample scope
and emphasis havi boen placed on the pro-
motion of Indian anguages and th [sEan
kel spstem. The Indiae Baowladtge
Sygtaim, fincionizg under the Misssiry of
Educars at AICTE, New Dulhi, & & cell
thalt preraoies resaanch and exaTination,
as wed] 3 thir preservation and dissesnin-

+ tion ol (he fich heritage aod radition of

Indian knoeledge, spread out in the ields
of rmedicing, Figa, &, Serature, paintmg,
architectune, schiec ogy, sports, kgncul
ture, arcint Indian sciendd and lechnolo-
5 eonmics, Lo Tostse, sdmirastration,
conunienee, and varioas o thar kspects show-
casing e Jegacy cfIndian kzewledge. The
peimary aim behind 15 5 to promode
Awareness oma arge scale of the ids rad-
tion within the Indian knowledge system,
Ak weil 25 aneomrag pesearcs and innova-
ton o dpply ancient kowledge to certam
peohlemsand complexites of the present -
ey workd Under the: guideiines of the NEF
20120, b inclussceol the (RS in the sxllatd
amd the curricshom haé been made a ma-
datary criterion a0 Al lmyels of education in
India, Eroen the primary leved bo tie -
versity level and Beyond.

Promioting e indige nous [ndian systerms
o kniowdedgn under the cell of the: TS, the
wyllabi of thi: vagicus institubes of Tigher
eduration in sur coantry bave started m-
cluding several Japa:ls of the subject
thgir prospectus. [0 this seose, it is impor-
tant bo mote the contribubon of the KK

Hemeinqui Libirary, Gauhae Universéy which,
in additice b fa enormons colleniion of
books, -e-resauress, jourmals, pgamphiers,
rore bk, and niter materiak, s Blessed
1o have a collection of manuscripts ich with
prospecs, pateniial, and resources foe e
[KS system of aducation at Fauhsh Uni-

versity Marrmasripts, being one of the wwest
valuahie pieces of Bstoecal, coltursl, and
literary resources, s fghsialy comsidésed
same of the most treasgred and significant
archival possesaion s, Righo bedors the ad-

* want ofthe nnllltLdtll.l’i. the sigmificance of

the maouscTipte 489 wiinen tradition in the
kistoricd, sdeciiosal, rocial, and redigioos
Life o] thee A seherursa penple was sa progound
that the history of memscnipt oolection in
the resginn dstes back to the Middle Perind.
srodithe 1918 and 15th centuries. The rich
b and H.h_ln:r_': u.I'1h:c Tr:nnu:l:nplu.

ez aif Enowiedpe that were in esience sven

~heelien the advent of the print culbme.

The colksction of marsscripts in Assam
i Uk present times primasdy rests with
individual Similies’ personal cofections, ¥
wiell 3% iy the religoes sacts af the safmTs
] 1B parwegiers. However, with a collec-
e of abaut 4 500 eranuscripts callected
frim warious parts of the regian, the KK
Haniagoi Lihmry, Gauhati Universicg bolds
in imgortant position as cne of the aldest

and mast gignificant libraries of in Lised,
Teesing a section completety dedicated o
the: polecainn, preseryacion, and conserva-
thon of mevescripes n Assam. The masa-
u:t‘lu{ caollgecion of the library, congidesard

| ancient manuscripls ensures the accessibility and application
| of India’s rich intellectual heritage, fostering knowledge dissemination.

o of [ls most prestigous sectans, is
plediped o inchade som of the mrest &nd
ofdest ranuscripts relsling to mych, rell-
giom, Agnizveds, medicee, Yol Epic, ErA-
mar, the Parasas, the Pathis, the Vidas,
warioass cantabions, rites and mhuEls, oo
With collections such as the Chatre Sfage-
Laf the Love Kushr Fioddbe, the Ratmom-
ala Wadaram, e Gobl Dddkey Smbad,
the Joi Chalrs, fue Ressapama, the fs-
hodharata, the dgni Puram, the Ame
darinkpa MNimmy, the Amarathe Clandiha,
e Andr Genan, the Aswsadior St
and fgrurveda, the KEH Bbrary can be con-
gidered a5 important repositary of TS
preabartals and resmerces, Scripted primar
by = ol Adsarmesi and Sanshort, the manu
seripls prosecvsd m the Libsary are writ-
beem on samckipa, hwlsbod, and palm bsves,
dating back 200 ba 300 years, The applica-
tiem uf certain chemicals, disinfectints and
room humickfiers, installation of air-conds
ticners; aod gther messuees fave been tak-
& from time to time for the scmtibic con-
servation and presevation of e o
ECTIpEE

Under the Mational Mission for Manu-
seripes (NI, iround 200 manuscrigas of
the libeary have been digitiwed and s on
an eEmly accessible podivm to encourage
greater readership. Futuee plans for-the
gy atoessibility and acienkifc conserva-
tioen of the manusceipts include 2 scanner, 5
digital camerd, file compresaion, mage
PIDCEssing Hﬁwﬁ::.ﬂﬂﬁmlﬂmlm

‘other digital Lechaiques 1o éensare the im-

plementation of the [KS thraugh the man-
USCTTE. et fs
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INTHE BALANCE

India’s growth dilemma:
SKyscrapers or social equity?

Infrastructure push comes
atthe cost of investments
in healtheare, education,

and social welfare

FAJESHWWARI LR

ndia stands at a critical juncture in
s developenent journey, grappling
with the challenge of how best 1o
allocate its limited public funds. The
debate over prioritising infrastouciure,

such as highways, rallways, and air-  global

FHOTTE, veTES investments in the social
sesgto, inchuding healtheare, education,
and welfare, has become increasingly
pressing. Both are crocial for natonal
progress, but recent spending trends
reveal a disproportdorare focus on in-
frastructure, This imbalance risls un-
dermining equitable and sustainable
growth in the long run. Infrastructure
development haslong been regarded as
& cofnerstone of ecomumic prosperity.
Toaddress its infrastructure deficit, In-
likee thyesNational Infrastructure Fipeline
(MIP), which aims to invest Hs 111 lakh
crare between 2020 and 2025, Thisin-
clndes substantial allocations for rans-
portation, energy, and water and sani-
tation. Schemes like the PM “E:naum
seekto modernise logherics and improve
connectivity, ultimately targeting a re-
duction in India's logistics costs from
the current 14% of GDP to the global
average of B-10f%. Such indtatives align
withthe government's poal ofbecoming
a 85 1rillion economy.

However, the Union Budget for
2023-24 reflects a stark disparity in
prioritied, Of the Be-45 lakh crore to-
tal expendifore, Bs 10 lakh crore was
allocated for capital expenditure, pri-
marily for infrastructure, represent-
ing a 33% increase from the previous
¥ear. In contrast, bealthcare and ady-
cation = secrors directly tied to hurman
development - recefved far smaller
allocations of BE 80158 crore and Rs
1,12 lakh crore, respectively, Compared
1o countries lie Braxil, which spends
f.5% ofis GO oneducation and 8% an
healtheare, India's investinent in thesp
areas appears infufficient.

The emphasis on mlranmocoere,
while essential for GDP grow, comes
at the cost of social investments that
have a more profrund and sustainable
impact on hurman well-being. Indins
|low Human Development Index (HU!
ranking of 134 out of 193 countres in

2023 underscares the urgency of ad-
dressing gapeinhealtheare, ecucation,
andsocialwelfare. Despite the Mational
Education Palicy (NEF) 2020 propos-
ing that public spending on education
shoold reach 6% of the GDP, current
]'ﬂrﬁ.: hm? aroond 3%. The situation
is cred inpoor learning ouremes,
ﬂﬁﬁt;ﬂiﬁlzﬁﬂumlﬁmm of Educa-

M {ASER) revealing thatanly
20% of Class 5 students in rural areas
could read a Class 2 text. Healthcare
fares no beteer, with ing stagniat-
ing at 2.1% of the GDP, far below the
average of 6%. The COVIDIS
pandernic severeinadegqacies
in India's healtheare system, including
shortages of hospital beds, medical

g e
and meduality exacerbate
these challenges. Nearty 10% of India's
ribm it o g
poverty per day, aceord-
Engm ﬂﬁWﬂﬁm,uﬂmEmmﬂ
faces T;L pr]uﬂel.tﬂfweq]th
inequaliey globally. Programmes de-
signed to address food security, rural
employment, and affordable housing
remain when compared
e large-scale indrastracture projects,

A skewed development model

The preference for infrastructure
spending is not purely economic but
also deeply pofiteal, Large infrastruc-
b projects generate inmediate, vis-
il bonefics such as i
LT Oy, ma theem rerac-

v foF governmems seekdng elector-
& gains. In contrast, the outcomes of
Lﬁ““‘d investments, such as improved

Em":'.' rites or better healthease met-

| Tics, ke

* SRERnger i materialise and are
E‘WWWRMEMM:mm

creation and  an

neglects the long-term economic divi-
dende of social spending. A 20023 study
by the International Monetary Fund
{IMF) found that increasing public
health expenditure by just 1% of the
GDF could boost GDP growth by upto
0, 7% inthe long run

Ignoring the social sectar while pri-
aritising infrastructure creates a hollow
foundation for growth. A population
thatisundemourished, poorhy educar-
e, and unbealthy cannot fully harness
the bepefies of advanced lghways or
indusrrisl parks. India's labour force
participarion rate, particularly among
vomen, remains alarmingly low dus o
inadequatesocess toeducation, health-
care, and skills trainbng.

To address these challenges, poli-
cymakers need a more integrated ap-
proachthatlinks infrasructure imest-
ments directtyto human development.
For instance, expanding digital nfra-
structure could play a transformanive
rode in enhancing aceess to educaton,
healthcare, and povernment services,

The declining school eorolment
rates provide a stark warning abowt
the state of the education system. Re
cent data from the Unified District
Information System for Education
(UDISE+) reveals that school enroll-
ments fell froan 26,02 crore m 2018-19
0 24.8 crore kn 202524, a decline of
6%, or 1.22 crore students. Smres ke

thar, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharash-
rarecorded the sharpest declines, with
Bihar alone losing aver 35,65 lakh stu-
dens, While a part of this drog can be
attributed to maproved dats
under the revamped UDISE+ system,
italsoreflectsdeeper ssues such asin-
adequate schoal infrutructure, poor
learning curcomss, andrising econom-
||:p,|-g_5uﬂ-5an families.

India's develaparent cnmot res sole
hyonskyscrapers and highways; it musy
aleo purmere s social fbric. Infrasere-
ture and social Imvestments should no
be seen x5 COMPEUNg priorities byt ag
complemsiiiry of progress
rotiast infrastrachare IJ-EI"HEJ:I": can ::_'
able social mobility, while an
and healthy warkforee srengrhens e
BCONGITY- enise
tharsocel #Ctor spending is ot merdly

butan investmentin the na-
riois fizmire, Only by scriking a balance
can lndiaachieve inclusive and susmin-
able growth, ensuring thatno one s ledt
behind in its march rowardsprogress.

(The writer s an assacioe professor
arehe Deparrerment of Economuis, Chrfa
University) oyw| mlg
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2" ROUKDTABLE
DHARMENDRA
MINISTER OF EDUCATION

BUP & a party for social justice, What dacision
freeds o be takan on caste cepsus wauld be
faken at tha approgriate time. Please remamber
Wha gawe Bharat Rotra to Karpoari Thakur and
constitutional status te OBC Cammission We
Delieye gl should have egual rights In resources,

Educational Reforms Must be Paced, Can’t
Create Fear Among Studen
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vy year, January 12 Is celebraned
across the lemgth and bresdth of India
2= ‘National Fouth Festival', s day which
1 kw0 Ahe irth anodersany of Swami
Vivekmnanda The Viksit Bharat Young Lendera
Tiiabopios is an infevative ome, lvanched with the
vigian of engaging Indla's pouth in the
developmental journey of the netien The
U Era s Sekls 10 harmess the oollsctive
energy, creattvimy and leadership potental of
young minds o conorioune roewards realisivg a
Wiksir Bharas, 1.£., 2 Developed |ndis
In line with Prisme Misdner Marendra Mod's
belief thar thie youth of the counbry dre carara o
Endia's growth, the disloge provides o pladorm
for youmnp beaders 1o engage in discussions,
ideas, and collabersss on solutions to
the matian's challenpes. The competition aeed s
sges are designed o ifapine che youth to think
crisically and eoncribune in a proactive way
IePwmrds Incdia's progress,

A dialogue, its competitive nature
The dialofue i 6 dvnamic, maki-stage nidatve,
designed o engage and empower India's youth in
the counery s devslopmental journey, The
ooamperition bas four stapes, the firs: being &
wiksit Bharar quiz hedd digitally on the My Bharat
plarform, This stage [ested & partcipant's
abis India’s ackiesemnens,

challenges, and wisio fiof a developed fubure,

areas siich as sustaimable developmens,

COAMETING -
1echinoligy, and nationad policies, The top sofers |

meverd an to the second stage, Le., eesay and blog
writing, wheere they had 10 wrhe o themes such
s et fior Viksit Bbeurat and empoweriog youth
for Wiksit Bharat, reflecting on thelr vision for
(mdis’s Mo, These submissions wene evaluated
frar nalicy,

fu?.: i stz dle Vidsit Bharat Vislon Pich
Ineck, participants o the Staie heved presenled

innetivy Hess for indie’s development chrough |

y esmpelling pinchy deck, The best weams fram
each Sase adeanced to the Barth and las) sags
Al i Wiksll Bhasal Netlonal Championslap,
arhilch wll b hedd at ehe Bharas andspim m
ey Thelld ren Jermoery (152, 2005,

iy i Tiicalie, 1l sobee e eams willl pacl thes
srinary st i ihe Prime Miniser. Thism
[zl 15 @ anist depagriunily w3 intfeence
sstinnal pedicy and vaneru e i dia's wision ol
& Uikl petsrab, Thie codsjietdib is sinsclaned o

HINDU (P-6), 11 JANUARY 2025

Forging leadership with India’s youth power

Thae Viksil
Bhearol ¥Young
Leaders
Diahogue s

| designed 1o

inspare the
yixith o Inidia
i1k think
crirically

test nod enly & pamicpant’s knowledge and
cremthviny but also their leadensdsip and
commumicatiog skills,

|
|
Thi featmres this vear l
The Mational Youth Festral is an anmial |
welebrarion of india's youth, Beering & spiic of
national integration and promsating the sdeals af
yorti ent and crestivity, Bowamr,
this year's festival stands our |7 severad ways.

The Fecus this year is on Youth for Sustarable
Dwefiopment, a theme that resceaies with
growing recognitics of poung peopile & t
drivers of global change. e line wich India'’s
comurtiEn e [ e Sustinahle Desedopment
Goals (5D, the festhal las incorpomated
workshops, seminars and cokural actiites that
allgn with the wision ol & grevner, more inclusive,
future. Additorally, there i 2 gremer emphasis
i thee rale of lechnglogy and Emovation in
achieving national goak, with specific sesslons
dedicated to Teds it Good amd Innovation fm
Indis’s Development

Anther Wi feabure this year is expandod
vigTual participagan, Wigh digital platforms
haring Déen Integrated into e fesival, young
penple from remoie comers af the country can
participas In disoossions, wickshos, and
showecase ther talenis and bdeas online. This
imclusiviny broadens the fesivals reach and
erevres that vl regardless of lnction, has the
chvanee 1o comribube.

The 20025 Matlcnal Yoush Festrral will featice;
workshogs and panels on lesdership and
irmowatinn. With a focus cn soples such 2= voulh
lesdership, digital entrepseneurship, and
mostaimabls Ting, these sessions will equip

with the skilks pecassary ro drive
change in their comamunities.

Second, cultaral progranmes The lestval will
pelebrare Tndia’s rich culiumal hertage throngh |
sk, dance, thestre, and fislk art perfonmances. |
Thesse will peovide youth with Ui 1o
wxpress themsebes ereatively and spprecisbe the |
diverse calfural landscage of the natan.

Third, tech and nnovarion showoses. Wik
ke 1lwere, Tech for Viksit Bhacal, te festhal will
Inchude exhibitivees anid presestations from young. |
pech Innmvalers and ertrepreieurs who an:
beafiding sedusion g0 reabwarkd prabdeis in
aecinrs #och o Bealil, education, agricilnare,
ane] uirkam doveloparent,

Fifth, necogaition of youth conrribugons.
asearda and recogniians will be presaened 1o
young indevaduals ard organéatons et have
dematistransd excepronsl leadership, inoovation
and service. This will motivase cchers o 1ake
active podes in haping Indiz's fsuee.

The rule of MY Bharat

The: Kiema Yuva Bisacal (WY Bham, an
aunonoisous body ander the Mingstry of Youth
m;mdmpm“muﬂmlzin
shaping and guiding the direction of the Magonal
Youth Festrval 4 & pladforns that emposers
youlls ¥y promoting engagement, knowledgs:
sharing, and participation in nation bl dieg
acEiviries, it is onodal in ouratiog: the featials
programumes ani snsuring thar they allgn with
thi asplrutions of ndia’s youth. Thoosgh MY
Bharak, viung peopds CAn gREn 302ELs8 10
pesscrarces, mentorship, and cpportunites (Eal
will enhanee thsr AbiEry i conribae
meaningfully to the coumiry's developoent.

Im this year's feszival, MY Bharat will Bcilitae
the digital miegration of wouth, ensthng
pmum&nmm&tnqunm 1t wrll also
petively sapport vounb-led initistoes, hidping
thern ranvigace the complesdries of social and
rechnologacal challenges &nid encouraging them
o B Imnicvative sofulions for a better 1ndia.

I boeadiy, Inalia's vouth is indeed irs mast
precions assel. A the COUNIEY prog@nesoes owars
it vision of becoming 3 Vikss Bhara, i iz the
Toundess , the ideas sl e ambition of
young peophe that will power the natdon™s
cransfocmeaiicn. The indiachie of the Viksil Baara
Young Leaders Dialogos will notanly apen a nes
chapiet bt will also shape che mabilisacian of the
padiical leadership

‘T funare af India s brgghe, and i neses i e
able lands of s vouthe This redondes with (b
bellel expressed by Swam ¥ivelaninda in
unlimited possihibides i youth efwrgy when he
haed sail, Vebver mag oni Bonidired “believing youn:
men... will trrsform Indi o che mambser ane
nadion in the encine world \[-.].,_L "
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MABAMITA GHOSH

Irstibu] cone,

carporations,
and the

government
should share the
respondibiliy

of creating o
sustainable,
inclusive

model for
emplayability
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Aligning the stakeholders

There is a fressing need for updated, NEP-alimmed curricula, :xﬁre—mﬂizrf couerses, and collaborative

corporate-academia initiatives to b

hmﬂmh = ible
b the ka
s, @ ghadent

ke trained o the

mather’s womb io caber 1o cor-
porate nepdsi” The wield ia
reeling inder e preseare of
pensducing fie the corponds sac-
1 e koch ghants, the eccounts
ened utives, the smart -
s, ared whakmot. The leasn-
matthriions, sprcthcally the
Eﬂlw and pestgrad-
pabas oL, are F:h'u.l‘liﬂr
pesporndkle [ disseininating
elequate domasn nmeledge
tis aesplrars who are spending
i waloabl e theee ta Froe v
hrmerhves Sk b G-

tainahle fuhire.

With the fae ia Semared for
vaihie-addind sed professional
potmies, studests are tmear-
ably enrolling in the rame and
are blessed wath epportuniliss
o undergo exfenilise LLErm-
whips in firres ar entities, in
2 fow speectacuday cases, they
wvei lund posiions in some

Ing,anJﬂ Looking i the
the general v
i ruamens, gk e
oonsarvatirely only

IO oo
ihmh.-:l.hi]hlﬂ_lﬂﬂlqr
the concegt of ipernships b

lents withoo wdding i

icuni p]ﬂdll:hh'hﬂrtl'lpﬂ_-
Aeuic bank oo accelenating their
shomally qualilisd inbems ane o
the mercy of eelr inalinitions
ased, thepslone, cannst be smng
correndess in the e
Compasisnns p tal
diﬂ:hmwm!&i.lﬂur}?i
censequently, leveraging e
qualificabions bacomes & s

Worldometer, [nidials terd

ulation asafoday is LASD

srith & median JFEIE IR 4y
casentlally adling for asthes asd
castlmed oymenl Cor-
peatathons are sedting steatifisd
ariieria far gradesbes w2 pin e
wnakinmee, A smdeni typioady

o @

an undis &
ity el
ﬂ yedrs {or, with: pecenl bEF
four yeuis) baing
e 1'|1-|||n".'|||'.ﬂ:|' ratter
has praclically iy ke ks Firdd

Corperale £ Iagicrs hawe
Arnsically q;h?::.ﬁ ever Thmes
they are nowr huntisg for falkor-
iinade recrugs who can tmenedi-
aiehy handle indusry challerges
witheeut inerinss on-the-jolt” ar
'n-lT-ﬂt-_Inﬂ:-' m'fﬁk
“This crabrs o stac dispaney,

s budding professionaly gain
an edge over the mas of noe-

ralesubomal En.dulﬁn‘.. chad-

waes conlimes ke et for the
learning temples in modifring
th cusricalan o maks i AL
fiar 1he working, reqeicements.
The Indian spateen of educa-
thon whick demonsiraies whe-
mramily in clasiroom approaches:
almezal scross alf (he H%
willl b finding slightly d
to irareeform thedr pedagogies at
1401 dhegres 1o suit the indwstrial
demandi The aitentinn ix elin
bht#‘-ﬂfﬁ' the lewel o bearm-
ers in the univeeve. For a sow
l=armeer e aclapalalcy is
rroch belbind in conirast wii
Lhe average and advanced karn:

gap between academic knowledge and morkplace skills

preand thiz crevie: the siumlbile
hibecks for the lesming partnen
o design differeniisted bram-
g models. The fandamental
knnelestpr ia the plar for the
weecking lif: Lo rest upoa. Time
MMWE&:@
o cast s o B odiiin-
lion af domain knordiesdge and
skils. The coce

i ol the Insttatiome
B In the delbvery of wpdaed
mbject knms duly keep-
ing in mind ﬂl:qg-l'ﬂmi'-i'r of
the mdustsy neede

et i banks are metion-
dizzd 1o natinred wel-
E!.I'\II, e ang Eadal DS
prevade pmplopment 1o gl‘id-l.l-
whenafteracrutinsing their can-
Sidaroses. [ recruliment o
H:ld; an rared and gxpei-
enced candikates, B inerperi-
mnerel wall remnaln uees
i need 1o find i3
et educslioral achievemenis
with corporale thombedds

'rh':rl':.lllll.drnlrrurﬂm\-
opulary educatliss iyalem, moe-
speciae of the board, i
T o Bt quantur of leazn-
Ing with ronskderable trst in
Iz inbeailt iraditional guealing
Ermobed learners e expecinl

10 bee pad ety eqquéprped with
Inorwled gy wtremana bl béling
prepared lor fob requesemnenis.
Wil g ape-old shackles of
learning styles have been mad-
[l by meamy wdiBatiens amd
univirithis D5 swnid obeole-
cénie, oofporale demands ol
necesslinhe g realisine ch.

Berchmarkang FEP-ceniric
l:llﬂl.l]:l with thuse ol compateni
-'-Iihn.iuu.-—lmlh':u oy -
ican madifications in .
ghei, aseemment patierns, an
examinabion sirectires compel
inatifatieme bo adopt varsstile
program slrociures. Hmeever,
whether these changes are
refleceed In coure: gulccames
remalns omceriui i che long
run. Various  value-sddel
counEs, micn-credential
jyracra, snd counes on
ampluystle and eaizep
tal adclls are now haing mapped
by edecationag] maintons o
enhanie the ahiepoan of their
studens in the demanding cur-
parne ward,

It ghould ke bzamie im pzind
thad if o learmiers sl
irmidy el hande-on epposiv-
Hities b thve cunpagabe secio,
proviions io accammedate all

may fall shert. Farthermore,
educationists lack sufficient
rerr pation 1o the Inowledpe
pool wod nesd fo mnodcan:
mizadern teaching skalla At this
jarssture, B Compesrile BCROE
el fireeal itk LEme, m and
pelnbfces b artract real ta
Ezality biies: organtetion
-:_;ﬂ::n remaim ml:u!ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ-'«*tml;
thair I:HFI'III.I'JI...
recwly hifed fieshers are unakle
+o yiedd resuits and inseed drces
costs. w wviEgs in
Hrma trainirg, :upammu.
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ralisnale their requirements
1o gvercome flucmatons in
recromtment process, Tnali-
hutinns along cismed be walely
reipirmilie lof pre learni-
= [of tee jols i
The gap betwesn book
‘tnatedge and practical mepo-
rarn sheild e riEgabed by an
aprpunjmriale progsactinn of clion
froin Lhe corporate seclog is the
wadkpliane emergs as the om-
tre For future learming, dewekap-
ment. andl susiainabiity, W i
baen r\fp"bnﬂ.lll cheervind thit
companiss refuse b
learngm wocking duls gt their
Feseabch oF Cage sh.l.dg;h:md
wsignments, Hig Four dmll
“Ca opmpanies. slandisg
mmﬁ of indenirtal hisar-
ch offen decamgdiss their s5-
reatypical agendas by explodiing
the intelleotal capabdite of
huddng pradweic
I somves cais, Lnleens and
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their expestad Jearning needs.
10 iy gt In & ria-
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ogy for aurtoring sklled
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__ HOMESCHOOLING: AN
OPTION WORTH EXPLORING

While it comes with challanges, fts benefits
make It an increasingly compelling choice

SAKSHI SETHI

N 000 i 3 Ehart seson, end homeschooing phes & chld mos
1w to bty anfoy L In recent veers, Bomeschosing bes esen 4
signi§cant rise in papliarty ws parenis lscisssingly opf o esu-

£ il ckdver o rather han thrrusgh Tadond scheoking &ys-

tomres. Thes, shitt rafects a comibinalion ol concems about corvenien-
al education and the desie for mone fakord kaming eqeiences. One

41w ey reasons pernis chisse meschookeg & the sy o

geslzmise psucTiion o st thelr chie's uniges eeds

j“;hmﬂmﬂ?mmhmhaulmmuumm
it Mg, Trinkbional eksarnsre: oben singgin In oo

ol Cfferunt karming e and siykes, whas hamessheokng kows

prenits 1o Galor besson, foaEring deaser undemstancing and engage-

mmmmmmmummﬁ
et 3% & motwaler lor homeschaolng. Bmees such 15 TvercToweed
razEaims, wrdarhndng, and bz of indridiel Benias a8 fegries-
bagbinebgh it vy

y 1 L B

Sk demafens. -

Hameschooking e lamifies i megrafe thar cuiusl, BhcE, of mé-

Qi b e iyt e, Parents can eech e chiléren in align

mend with el peesaral efiets, creafing an edotationa) opesdencs hal

Fls ek farmily's panciples. Unlke badoral schaodng, bomeschast

i) offers ety in schedates Bnd aacking methods. Famifes ncor-

TR | B °
&~

Wfﬂmwimmmﬂmnmwmmm
Touliie, anciag Eaperenca. This adarly
hﬁsﬂm;mh&?@a—:w_ R -
{Untfen Sreci@enal sohonii. homeschooing ofiess TesbEly in acked-
iuker andd teaching methoda. Femies cin incoserale e, ediicur-
rcular Scfelied, o rn-FaRions sebischs ixo ther mubing, enluss-
g the lsaming sqEriance. This abpmbiity appests i famiSes. seek-
I & more batasced Westye, Winle homeszaoniing offes mary base.
T3, e nol withost Bs cheliesges. Fannis ofen resd Ip dedicate sig-
Tificas] TmE an g @ 10 plasning and mackng. Additonally, concams
abont socialkalion £en anise, xa nomeschonied chides may Saw lewer
ppperiuniiss for peer fniasacion. Howeses, many families addness Tis
by parbcipeing in etocerioule ackedes, and oomITUNy e,
Hosmeschaonking ks not & new phesomanat.
- | oiden iemes, edication atien ook glece 3l how. with perenls o pri-
Mmgﬂﬂmm&ﬂ'ﬂﬁuhlﬂﬂwm
4 Ingiin e 15th and 20 catiras shited edecaton ks insttslens, Bl
homgachoniing remainad 2 chsie or landes who soupht apmeatives.
| M Faaschioing criven by Sducaonal misrmes @ phsa deet-
[ preaslar conirol dwar el Chires's aducalion DegEn aising -
' Hon = ha T8T0s and 1960, Todsy, i coriness o ivofes. inteprating
Iechnolpgy and fnnoreative tsacking prackoes. Techmoiogy undoubied-
by b plped a pptal 1ok n making Romeschoaling mare azcessti
o erfecten. B bers en anadied colialosaios 180 LOMRCIn IMEny
| hameschooling communibes. Onfine bsaming platorm. virkual Clise-
| cMons, and aducabional agplicadons such as Scholasis Kids. Udermy,
I Fusaln and many mone prrade parents with resources i
Oty Somprelins Gurricula. Thi 3l o homeschoobeg relects a
bmaser desis among parents o (ks conind of heir chiden's sdecs-
hw.mmm.Ms-mummr
TENTL hameschosing comes wih i chalanges, e Sesrfl; o
oy, i slsed KIETAFT and algnmend with fETAY it make
Batmeschooling an s ghe appeing choisa 1o M workwide
mmurm‘.ﬁmﬁr‘mﬁ

g A d e .
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| Timas have changa! — for the
| worses Unidar the pressent
dispensarion, posermic an
| policical spscmbees prmanded
fiowr Jowpadry ws the RSS/BIFS
idealogny ne mrussbad reticad
l' ciwll servans In Opposition
rudiedd stares, the governot &
[ imstructed oo ace as the
Wiceroy of the central
povernament and coghackle
| the state guvemmend
| T eflizct, there id a Dhyarchy'in
e srabes tse clagred
preveriament and the
umeleoed governor

- ST e . _ =
INDIAN EXPRESE (P-10), 12 JANUARY 2025 —
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Vice chancellors will become viceroys

PRACTICALLY ALL grestrsmenis rave
mane prser and make laws oo give
% I ComiTl e B -
Thann I bicause che nibers belures
they aloswe know witar is goed for the
cmmiry and the people, Some indradi-
Al rawe the sane conmples it is calkesd tha
"EPADUT O fibrvish onemple MG Ay
'ﬂlﬂlﬁﬂmmm“hﬁn
v thut beor she s adl
lorm an"see” the peoplie. Inits mireme
NN i iy b bn dhe delus i
thant T o alve wias st beem Bdslagicaily
[0 sl P smn o™,
Tiettond arvaay 0 the mside pajes ol
B apRpTs on fanuary 7, 2025 was the
rurwn sty b linee o £ penl pude-
Thr k-

AP AL
et matter wee the sekeaion jodes ol
yioe Chanoelkoes ol usveraties The
Lindversiog Crarits (s LGE | has
Fasuied dialt Rigpalitawea arad Basdmned
CORATRSHE.

BROAT-RASED F
COLLEGIAL

Pririsaity’, = muont Scin suthenising
e eitaliliiimmi of m=e or mome
L rrst e, B of ke e i
et - in. wee ficty Ehai
lablished cemiral univéreZien. the
P ot visinoe The poasnon, -
varlabily, was a bong-renned palitical
Il i foe i o o ek b c-
iren, The govemnon was sxpected oo, azd
wndl i, flinotien constiudonally The

verrent Regubiions prereds fors ssand
rEm-EelEm i farmemitiee dhar will in-
il d adenines pach of che govmns
Sate grrerrymeny, senebe of e anaer-
diy gl mymdicane of e urrver ity The
TP M-S b N samrs i e wal
tive final swdvction was by the chascel-
b e in e ot the governes o-
aﬂ;ﬂﬁ-.ﬂd e the i ared adhacr’ nl

ilatr goaemment Thit gradee, u=-
Esturaisiy wear bowrksd in e st deecade
s grsemars have appained woe dun-
erllors in their sole thsoetion.

Times hawe thangid — N e warme,
Linder the peesein disgeipation, gover-
nors s palidical appeishes revarded
Fowr sty o the: BRSBIPY idealopy ar
uZed reieed conl sereancr in
Dpposinom- niked sate, he govw s
Iretrwced po 3 as e Viseroy of the
oepiTal gres et snd m skackle the
g aevemal 18 elerl thmrra s
Darchy ineie srare: the elestind geoe-
et and e ikt governn
The “aid and advice’ e in the
Corstmuion of fla s e Bnman o
e,

CREEMNG DYARCHY
Wiimes prvermons refis g o el
e whale or parts of The Adidetis b the
Lapnd atvos Aasemybly prapared, by ooe-
vesisan, by the srabe apsemment
Witnew the goenrnor publichyoi iokiiag
the st prwrrmment, especk®y the
o e rd e Wiknes the poveEmioc

rmmoning the chied seovtany or ghe
poilce Chief and iwiag nsmactions o
Chezm biy-paising the chial minister.
"Wilness e povemor embarkdng Upon
& [Air of Py stabe o reviess” the et
afmintdranans and bold ‘dbcussaes’
sty e ol bt o o Tichals. Dl 5 -

ke SCaes, in conirasenbonelthe pro-
vizions af the Cossliestien. [in the oo
STEYP- e i, e vk prevermumieni.
s notaly suboedisaly o e caniral pov-
ermmenn and theew i umualiy o misiser
o & e alfeer win is the eyes and
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thie- devision of U privme rmuniseer o the
il b |
Seaionl 20 off e LI Act stipulaies
that a e mwrarm any such degres
specified iy U LIS and can e prarmed
guﬂil;lmﬂbmt&'mm
AEs segralation s presorilse tha
e o S8 Fil-cume-ae baction and ae-
peinirsenl &f g woe chanceBor (il e
thrpiigh a Fssirnber comumimes com-
[REE i M 2o oo rar
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ey B of Manapermers | of thewn-
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SPall dppeinit e oF e 1T @

sty tuss s e i e
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MATIONALISATION OF
LIMIvVERSTTIES
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Centralising control
The Centre must not attempt to run
universities by proxy appointments
l n a federal setup, atternpts at undermining

any stakeholder in the subject manter of edu-
cation, which is in‘the Concurrent List, will
prove disruptive. The Draft UGC (Minimum Qual-
tficdtions for Appointment and Promoton of
Teachers and Academic Staff in Universities and
Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of
Standards in Higher Education) Regulatons,
2025, seeks 1o do precisely this. Demonstracing
the Centre's penchant for facilicadng control over
institutions through gubernatorial protdes, it pro-
poses to divest State governments of their role in
the selecrion process for Vice Chancellor (VC} of
universities. All powers are sought 1o be vested in
the Chamcellor — Le., the Governor in most State
universities — by taking away the function of con-
stituting the search-cum-selection committee
from the higher educadon deparmments. Such a
committee would comprise a nominee each of
the Chancellor; UG Chairman; and of the res-
pective university syndicate/senate. The Chancel-
lor would appoint the ¥C out of three o five
names recommended by the committes. Any wio-
ladons, the draft warns, could atoract debarment
From pardcipadng in UGC schemes and denial of
funding under the UGE Act, This comes against
the backdrop of conflicts betwesn State govern-
ments and Raj Bhavans on appoindng VCs, which
have deprived several universitles, pardcularly in
Tamil Nadu, of leadership. Naturally, opposition
has come from several Stares, including Tamil Ma-
du, which passed a House resolution urging the
Centre o immediately withdraw the draft. Tamil
Madu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has argued that
the draft is not only against the basic federal prin- |
ciples enshrined in the Constirution but also pos-
g5 a threat o the higher education system. Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, the AIADMK and
rhe CP1-M have endorsed this stance.

A proposal to make non-academics eligible for
the VC's job has also drawn criticism. The draft
says such non-academics must have served for at
least 10 vears ar a senior Jevel in industry, public
administration, public policy and/or public sec-
tor undertakings, with a proven track record of
significant academic or scholarly cnnl:rlhuum_'w.
M. Vijayan fears his could be used to appornt

Parivar lovalists However, universi
ﬁaazgrtlneneﬁted from the scholarship of non-aca-
demics such as former President K.R. Narayanan
and scientist Y. Nayudamma; appointing academ-
tos does not guarantes visionary leadership, The
prﬂpﬂﬁ-‘a—] o extend the YO's tenure Irom die (Y-
ical three to five years is welcome. The UGC
would do well 1o, remove anti-federal clauses
from the draft regulations and allay apprehen-
sions on other provisions. In the long run, It
should aim for reforms to obliterate any govern-
mental role in university administration, except
maybe, for ﬁJhl;L;iing, and elevate them img truly

ENC
autonomeus instrutdons that nuroune exce _'.t-‘l.s'sjl'V/
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/ SARKAR & CAMPUS

Liberalising V-C eligibility is a good step forward. Letti ng Raj
Bhavan — or (MO — choose them is many steps back

ORE THAN THREE-AND-A-HALF vears after the government announced

tharit would implement a new Mational Education Policy [NEP), the task

of reforming higher education institutions remains a work in progress. The

challenge is to remove persisting deficits and enable universities to cater
to the demands of the modem knowledge economy. Addressing these imperatives requires
the higher education regulator, UGC, to not just set standards but also act s an enabler. In
the past, the agency has attracted criticism for its tendency to over-regulate, The draft UGC
(Minimum Qualifications for Appointment and Promotion of Teachers and Academic Staff
in Universities and Colleges) Regulations 2025 signal a welcome change in the regulator's
approach, but only t an extent. Sringent rules that made undergraduate and posteradu-
ate degrees the qualifying criteria to teach a discipline have been relaxed. This flexability in
recruitment aligns with the NEP's effort o break disciplinary sikos. Equally significant are the
provisions that allow senior industry experts and public administrators to apply for a VC's
post. Lifting the cap on contract jobs, one hopes, will be used to attract diverse tlent and ot
keep the talented insecure and beholden to their bosses. However, by strengthening the
role of state governors in appointng university heads, the draft rules mark adisappointing
departure from the NEF's thrust on institutional autonomy. Worse, they signal once again
that the sarkar, in this case, the Centre, is the arbiter of excellence.

Opening the VC's post to professionals outside academia could increase the pool of experts
required to helm higher education institutions. The move creates possibilities for collabora-
tion between academia and industry — key atatime the contours of higher education are be-
ing reshaped by rechnology. The salience of this cannot be overstated when the higher edu-
canon system, barring select institutions, has been impervious to the imperatives of an
aspiring society, especially the skill deficits in the young. Realising the potency of these lib-
eralising initiarives, will. however, require unshackling the university ecosystern from the
centralising tendendies of the past. when several VCs were treated as political appointees.
Thatuniversities are caught in the crossfire between govermors and state governments — es-
pecially innon-BJP-ruled states such as Kerala, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu — shows that ac-
ademic freedorm in the country’s higher educational institutions continues to be a fraught is-
sue. In the draft rules, the clause emipowering state governors, as chancellors, o constitute a
search committee to find VCs undermines the university's autonony. Raj Bhavan and the
UGC will have one nominee each in this three-member panel, while the university will have
Justone representative.

Oppasition-ruled governments are upset at the prospect of what's tantamount to 3
Central veto in the appointment of ViCs. To get the best person to lead a campus needs a
process that insulates the campus from political pressuse — from the Centre as well as from

+ state governments. ATMC loyalist chosen as a VC in West Bengal or aCPM member in Kerala
could be as damaging to 2 campus as one imposed by Raj Bhavan. The UGC would do well
1o stuicly ey sorme of the more progressive nstinutions in the workd ghve a Say I0 partcipants
in the systermn — faculty bodies, domain experts, even student assodiations — in choosing
heads of institutions, The draft rubes will be in the public domain for about a month, The
government must reach cut 6o invite a range of kleas and voices; give greater thought to
designing rigorous appointment procedures that are insulated from party politics and, most
importanthy. resist the gemptation of believing that a good rubber-stamp makes for a good
academic leader, 3 % || @ /
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?Azrack in the MAGA ediﬁcé

Scuffle inside the Trump tent on H-1B visas is
symptomatic of a larger failure of policy and imagination

Loy

> _

BHASKAR CHAKRAVORTI

Mmmiusummmmmmmgh
L% Cagitol imWashington, DL, this Januany &,
Ametita has been robbed of a juicy fight,
sivimetiving e bane comne toexpect after 2 U5
presidental election. But adl i not Jost.
ercifully, thepe are enough recdec indiid-
ks waithin the extpenue MAGA wing of the
Dvomadd | Trump coalition who are unreasom-
abie in a different enoughway from the reck-
[2z3 indivaduals m the ooaltion's tech wing.
5, we have o fight
Lawara Losomeer, sel-anpint=d MalA high-
priesteis, inakisgue withithe namirabonofa
barmmdess snogzh dapcalied Sriam Krshran
to e barmles: enough position ol “seniar Al
adwvisar® ta Trump. Meither Loomer nor
Kirihnanif parts coreequertial, bt her
wamireg that Krishnan's nomination sgmalied
o thpedt o Ameiica from e id-worsd sn-
vaders [ro India™ became a call to s for
e erresie WA, — aaatly the DUtomme 3
profisianal canspiradss hopes foc Krishnan,
an othervise chatty tech podcast boer, has re-
rnnec] o and iwas |eft oo bnvaders from
adifferent chird-wiord coammy (South Africal,
rechies Elon Musk and David Sade to speak
up i supper of indders fromeserratene i
|5 adsn sveret chat both Mutk and Sacks ane
Whilie — and have moles in the wpooming ad-
mirdsracion. Now. echies ane upin Arms &5
well. LE-bam Vieek Bamaswasy hashed bis
hasenie coumiy forvereralang mediemiy
In the meantime, a dernorslised Tnampop-
s |ckon finally has samething oo ceng moc &
crackin the MAGA =&fice Finally & civilwario
cekebrame, The commandesin-chief in-waiting
cami gt in FvaurolH-18 Imaders giing the
mmmmﬁmmmMIhﬁ
confizsed about tedist nosion hetaeen anH-
18 iz hakder nd an Imemigrant ke hings m
mive the grass on one of his golf courses, bur
fior i thee visa programume is Safie. Aur you
an never b 000 sure with Trump. In his first
e, hie il issued ey e ok neeT-
porrarily barming H-1B visas, which a federal
oot huad stryck dorr, This o, Tramps beo-
marrce Wit che fechies may hive causac a
mﬂpu[hﬂmmﬂlwmmdnmw
baart ape ephemerd] for the president-secL
Indiams aie in the ey ol the storm I was

e

Farms with H-1B vz
halders have a hng}lar rafe of
patents and patent citations.
Immigrants are fwice as
Likely oo start a business as
natve-born Americans, The
LTS system of higher
ecliscation would come apart
without foreign-born
grudents, researchers and
Faculoy. The Darwinaan
process of immigrating
rbeginnmg wich the visa
hirdles at 1S embassies or
slipping through the border
with Mexdco) brings a
certain degree of can-do-ir-
ness, which sccounts for the
accomplishments of the
displaced. Conrrary to the
misinformation spread by
Trump himself, imumigrants,
boch Jepal and illegal,
oot Far fewer crimes
thai 1S citiziens.

an Indizn-bom. Krishnan, whaose romiration
wetoff the rorer; Indians are the mafonnyof H-
1B viza hofders; Incfans cleardy anen't While
Europeans, who arconding to Loomer “balt”
Ammerica But let’s put thisincid ent in perspec-
thve with theee wider comiexbual isues

[smze one: The H=1Hvwsa programme —
the largest teroporany work visa for foreign-
erx in the US = is beset with problems.
Commplaints come from (hase wiha want it
banmed ad well &8 those vl wanir ex-
panded. The H-18 prcsgramene allows ¢m-
rhewyes 60 hire foreigm workers “In specialiny
corupations or as fastion models of distine
guished merit and abiling. " when LS workers
of eapanalent skils cannot be found [Whoam
| tn question wivy “Rshion models” desene
the spedial call-our? L Pogralist politcs i in
vigast i the LIS, 5o polinic s are comnplaining.
abaut che programme being mensed to hire
cheap — & oppased tn American — labaur.
Singe the visuis fed e sponsonieg ergan-
isation, it could bend the worker Eading (o
furcher expilcimion, Orhers wormy that LIS
waorkars are overinobed and a5 a result, fswer
Americard stody STEM saixjects and the L%
educansg Syem (S Ml theimn, cresting a
vicis gydle.

Thampions of the programme argue thar
e desmuand Jor such visas vasthy ssceeds the
Al cap and arpee ygaina the caps foreasch
oo miny, Wioaeoser, the elecron b regiradon
i abwreed by companies gaming the gystem
through medtiple filings, shich leads ode-
laya and & [tﬂ:!r:.l Cpearing uncertainny lor
eweryome, Muskclairs the progamme & es-
senitial to retain the top 01 peroent of engi-
neering talent, hut nof everyore in the pro-
gramme i highly sifll=d and many
oneeding applicants are denied,

The Navend H-1B is pirrut'.:..p Eﬂg
fiwed irenigration policy systerm m
Rerere administranons have all promised o
Fio it axed Pt Pl Doy zscpect Trump's see-
gl enming o find 7 fair solutin,

|y (v Tromp wisnds o oul-Cnmpete
Chiira amd Arpeeiica hadhy needs thae forelgr-
oot et A perent LS Deparcmeniol Energy
comuusssioned report foosed that the LS is bos-
ing its competitive advandage in STEM to

Chire Ireumigrants have been oritical tobuild-
ing artifeial irsedligenoe models a5 well ad o
iretalling artificial runf oo a Trump propertic
Ir has Keept the country yeunger than it
Euncpeeian courierpant with a vibrang work-
force. Firms with H-1B visa hodders have a
higher rate ol parents and patent citatians,
Irnimaigrants ave wice & ke by o part a busi-
reEs a5 nagive-borm Americans, The LIS gys-
rem of higher educackon woukl come apart
withiin Inrelpn-bom students. researchers
and faculg, The Darwinian process of imne-
grating | beginning with the visa hurd k= al LS
ernbassies or s Bpping throusgsh the bandier wilh
Medo)] brimgs o certam degres of can-do-il-
riess, which accmants for the sccomplizh-
rreents of the displaced, Conmany o the misin-
fermarien spread by Tramp himseid
imrrigrants, bach begad and illegal, commie for

lesuethree: The H-1B stammis langer thary
thie pescupin whichilis brewing Mis partofa
larger war e whis Can cosy up [ the Big
Buis T et iioss St e ies lof rchniey-
making In usmess-hullding withour pesky
cratic “efficincy” solutions and the conspir-
ACSEE see OpEeTTanilies fx imoney-making
from large digical folkowerships and seliieg
ronspirasies. The Bess. in the meantine,
thriwes on the aftention,

While curfoossison mmigmation, the real
tssuels & nch wider soulfie ingide the Trung:
diroas fent, which arsome poing will explods
v iLAs opposed sothe false fears ol ira-
sion of America, e illeffeots of thag explosion
willl iwade every ather part of the workd.
Glhures in other pressing mamess: Reversig
_Ihﬂ'IHln climate change, uncontralled rush
mwmmmmmgn
conllict zoees In the Midde East, Africa or
Wkraine, urprepanedness far the next pain-
demic. Who needs imvaders free the chird
il A has imeaced frelt

Thee writer is chean of Choba) Brinedy o The
Flatchier Schodd o Tgts Lydvernne smi sseior
[om-resident) fallow ar the Cenire forSocid

A& a1 ond Eominhbc Progres
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The leaders our universities need

Draft UGC resy
But rEﬂiEIj_“g

ASHOK THAKUR AND
5 5 MANTHA

THE UGCS RECENT draft regulations -
Minimeam Quakilications for Appointmen
and Prasnuotson of Teachers and Academic
SLall i Universities and Colleges and
Fipasure: i Maintenan: of Standards in
Figher Education — attempt to represent the
chyectrees of the Hational Education Fokcy
[MEP They also seelk o remiove aoniiguities
1 the selection peoces: for the postef Vice
Chancellnn| W) as welllas npen up the posi-
on ff Porr-stademics.

The WI's post bs central to che faion-
'-"'-Eﬂ_ri vmiterrany, A The dcademic and ad-
mufArartee head of the ursversity, helshe
chaers te-councl of the unfesrsy, the baard.
oif facuilties and due finarce comimies of the
ursr ity The W represents e inieraty
enternalhy, both within amd ose rseas. Helshe
15 alse nespansible for seooring the unbhvers
siny's financial base and making it robast
enough to allow the delieery of e insine-
iog's milssien, aims and obdsctiaes. The man-
darg of this post is the creation of Enradedge
for humsani Gy aeeTs e — fd erm, “univer-
sity” derives from this abiecrthe, Peoer
Machieson, YT, University of Edinbungh. onde
suied  wp this imperative  aptly:
“Universities ave vol justaboot ieamang, They
Are bl oreabing lonove] ede, quesTioneg
he Stanss quac, and maing the veoald & het-
teer place theough reseanch and educetion”

The regulation clears ambiguities in the
Eaerpatinn of ihe seascli~oim-sElactinn oom-
mither D AEpoant VO, Such powers are nov
wvested ifi the Coverpar-Chanoelbors oo
Vs hors. Eaelier e W e
thi: nomiree of the Gove rmor-Chancellon
franis & it of three pames if supplied. The
Covernior-Chanceflarwillnow nominabe his
represanaiive. ALGE nomines was always
apainafthe search panedwhich B it shooid
be=, sirc thie mrainicrance of the qualinlac-
ademic stanlangk i s mandate. The thind
enermizer il e merminaed by theapes bady
al the unhversly like the Managemenl
Couniil or Senabe, These hodies may have
representatives with affiliatins mthe rul-
inE Pty (e flate. o e, SLTIE Rove -
ments baee bedn complaming thal Chey ars
beiflt writh novwoice i th selection of the VC

in recedit dimes, Chie Vs post has at-
(racted conl STy in SO S tame
vpabe grvermmenits Rase e b replace the
Covernar-Chancelor with a Chiel
sinister-Cliancelor. This nam of events is
inordc becauss the President of India and
thi Governord were gven this fole o keep
palitics oL

Regaiding the opening upof the post ol
VT by mam-acat emics, G Cannot but b e
mindied of B Eobsani Mariivanam i e
{20115} case i which the Madras High Coure
fammousty remarked: “Today, AR Einsbémn
cannat be appointed & the Yice Chancelior
g@'.m,-Uni'-rr!ilh'Hil'rHﬂ-LWUHH’”“mEﬂfl
qualications prescribid by the pegulaior,
Flescitaliny i apfinoment peone s s
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lations remove ambiguities in insti
_ it] processes to select VCs, instil flexibility.
external interference, raising research standards, will pose challenges

fore an imperalve A1 samie me, this
shiraid notlead toa soenaciewils o ihe “em-
irseqi0e™ ol e post ey be contested. Fo okl
siiclysEnuations, the draft proposes Ehal in-
dustry experts, pubic scinr ve ierans, aod
senborad minEtraoTeorespesienced profes
sioiads can be directly appranined as Vs This
it & hodid mose, Hmwewer, resisting ingerker-
encelyvesial vk s coddld be'a challenige
. Agzsrch comenibee for Ch selection of
a N i & LIS umiversiny ooosises of partick-
et in the ey processes — sEniog
acim st rainrs ke provasts, deans, faoulty
i ol inemiers, even Slu-
deiits ( noravenaliy) aed mustees of boand
rewermiat s, I the UK, 4 search commilie:
typically has unvers by posemorsmusiees,
senior nersi by feaders, seich a5 Pro-iWs,
[hepwaty W5, Facul by re pris AT e ex-
ternal adsisnrs or seard firm Faooky and
even studests are a part of the seasch com-
roities paving the vway for o mos! incsne
and fransparent searcherechanismm.
nstirutions like the Magsachasetts
ipetituae of Techmology e Stardord
Uineersicy are mukilyceted and dacply Im=
paceiul shirgh 15 veeth notieg that these
ungversities premarily use the ftle of
ChanceBior or President 10 meer 10 thihigh-
z-srm:n.lb.'eludrr:hip.HE'r,Lml:-ni.rdcf
trusnises Soms & search commmites st 0=
preswithvarios uneriny coralin e
maevelopalist of qealfcations and degired
gualilies In.a perw! prasident, then coowults
wiith.all szakehokiers, andiddnfies juitidHe
caadianes. This involves formal inden/mres
conihcting backgroind chisdes and making

(i universities ang ssarved
of funds today: Eminend
preople From systems ourssde
the aniversities, such a8
ripresenatives af industey
hidbes ar the servio secor
may need o understand e
eklwos of § university befon:
they deliver on its abjecives
At thwe same time, they coald
help bring bn & prefessional

peCEE aimel Facilitare che:
creation of endownwents, The
challenge forvire-chaniellors
today — nwhatever nay
veshu s selected — i o help
raise the reseanch bar and help
i internationalisation

T RSarimmar

assdssieds, 1'% also worth notng that in
the |15 ar @ LI, there an=no regalaioes win
g2l stamedards for such appointments

Epurse it provisions of the draft figes-
|ations are Foaand oo kg Wasing e -
quiremerrelhiaring the UG- MET ean -
tiom T iy eniy-Bewed assistant profedercs
pest i pechmical insootinn for mtai. A
ME or bdbech degres withat lzast 35 per gt
maris would sulfice. Bemmaving the capen
ponirac seachier ap pinmen s i foe wiltk
1 NE™ s et s mivest be welicomed,
Thiis coudd redp Al up e Lisge memberofea-
cariciis neverl of the oo g s Lmversihes.

As membeErsol 3 progresive sod ety we
s [ el cation: mi s s S0 MEm on
e s regulations. However, we mayneed i
s and pandes if e ane in sy with e
Easir practices in theworkd Jur ienersli
are anesd of fands loday Eminent peaphe
frams syshemms otz Hhir universilivg, fuch
act FEprerErEatives of rudury bodies orche
seratoss sacton miy rned soundersiand e
ethas ol a urive ity befoes they difver on
its ohiecties, AT the same fme, they could
help Briyg i professomal perspoetve and
farifitate e creanon of esdoements. The
rhalleege foc wice-cha noel lors inday — in
mhateer vy hejhe i selomed = ko help
sadse Uie ressanch bar and Belp dn interma-
runalisatian, That cosld Telp @i the peai-
fian of our padeersicles and place thans
amangtiebetintheward We bope these
peflatione vitt e p in that pursui

I.Iflq.,l 8%

Thgdr frjrmer Secreiery Eifuntian Ged
i Manaiods Brmer Chainman, AKTE
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T ik Y wiadra was Hha
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vt Wikl (UYL &
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I soiemer, reclumalbegy
dred innnaiion, the
palicy procesas, which

are always consisis
hasesl v che danger ol

hm-mb-clxhl.mhhn
Kl chat ooe righe way

‘(Greatest challenge for innovation in
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Vivekananda: A vision
for an inclusive world

As we celebrate Swami Vivekananda’s birth anniversary, it is crucial to revisit his
teachings, not just as historical artefacts but as living ideas relevant for today
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" Wait For The Calling

There’s no age for asceticism. But there is an age to go
* to school. The Juna akhara case has lessons for all

e Jl:lnEl akh:ara’s decision to stop initiation of a 13-year-old
girl into their rigorous way of life should sound caution to

societyatlarge. Reportshave suggested the girl’s parentssaid
they “donated” her because, toquote them, “she always wanted tobe
asadhvi”. Can a13-year-old be expected to recpgnise what entering
monkhood entails? Prayer and worshipare considered beneficial in
and of themselves, but it’s the parents’ understanding of their role,
and agency of a youngteen, that needs parsing.

For alarge partof India, childhood isbutan age.Childrenlabour;
both boys and girls are exploited, they're forced to beg and steal,
they're not in school — they live adult lives, not out of choice.
Even among teeming middle classes, between
unfiltered social feeds, TV reality shows, and
uncurated selfie-reels (Insta effortlessly replaced
TikTok), children are commodified and sexuali-
sed with family approval, childhood reducedtoa
performative ritual of observing birthdays and
. dressing up for festivals on loop. Given India’s
) reality and religiosity, it isn’t impossible to
imagine parents agreeing in good faith to give
away their daughter to rigorous practice many
doubtless consider the ultimate calling.

] - This is not to shame the parents. But ask,
what does the law say? For one, shouldn’t all 13-vear-olds be in
school? That’s perhaps the one thing middle class parents must hold
on to - education till at least Class 10. Teen vears are tumultuous
times. It is the time to experiment, yes, but not the time to take life-
altering decisions, It is the time to grow up, and for parents to
shepherd, not to give up or give in. A child’s ‘consent’ is not valid in
law. India’s age of consent is 18 (given moral considerations), but to
work is just14 (given practical considerations). There’s much left to
do to secure children’s rights —to start off, a mindset change among
adultsabout what childhoodis. ~@>|p!\%
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Educatlon

for some

SABIR AHAMED

SNEHA BHASIN
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| with the lighest enrck
metsl ate for girks al S0
ghadents, Tnllowed by Chhal-
| tisgarh {533%) and Tamil
Maka (51.2%) This achieve-
ment 1 Targely attribiiled to
the implementstion of (he
Right b0 Educalion Ach,
| opns,  wichoie  educational
incepitves,  and  Ecrensing
parental aspiratioes.  How-
ever, perdder higses reman
mtrenched as  [amsdlies
gtlfl  ted b priocitise
ﬁ:ndiuhirmmmmm
1= a widespread hehet thai
privale schools offEr quality
wdncabon, beading to o high
&7 TRpresetaton of bovs
hese Ensribimbons. Whila the
pubilic ediscalbon ayatem don-
tnues 1o serve the majorily
of shadesiis. particularly at
the  sscopdasy  lovel, owe
cerns abont the quality of
il gtion In porermment- T
solwls have Dean o poins
of poolention in the pas
e daradas.

Dratas [roen UTASE for war-
b years (o West Bengal
make B evelent thot male
prralment o privaiey-man-
aged fchonls has incrissed
fior 502, Muslin sl OFC cal-
pparies but remains sonstEni
for BT valegory shadenis, The
pnroiment gap between ins
ardl girks in prabedy-man-
aged schools is neady 10
pErcentage padistz B all 30

| cial groups except Muslims,
Howeyer, datn  ouggest
thei  ihe propordon ol
male studends has  always
QBT sl Muglim shedeiis
. comparin K ibaiy -
mala Gl bt Alsn, the
gop betwern  mabe  ard
Temale ol En
| Evermument  and  peivabe-
Te-marsaged ingfrubons has
nol narvosed oo i @
acha's time,

A wvagsaly of laciors can
help us wedersland s Eue

| § hapd. The riming dires
o=t of aducatlon m privaie
Iy.managed schiol  could
haves dsumpened the demand
fiz Teemule etralment. Thus

Sabir Ahasmiad Works
| = Pratlehd institute

| as Mational Fesearch

| Goaardinaior; Snsha

| Bsaslh warks ns Aessarch
Associale ol Sahar Instiuvio

poverty has @ cairzal tink
willh aptRss B aj‘urul.b:l]'l fior
females, Societal obligations
can e a barrier (oo, The de
cishom bo conkirme pducathon
may mol be dependent o8 A
ifl student's intstesl, per
ance ar abdhiey brat
parly marriage Spending on
femnale education is 0ol cons
gidered an mﬂ:ﬁnflwd bl &
cnsEplicn Farmniliea
frus  mestrain  Chenmelves
[roim spending on [rmale of-
uenticn, The percepton that
Bt mkmbﬁg_:u"g:ﬂ I be
CATEEEE for T
Beics I their oid age lewds o
gander hiassdness in school-
iig chuices  Furihermare,
faredlies often ikink that ed-

the job maskal, The coal ol
formale sdumbon i, there
fore, congidered an wiagrm-
docdive inveslmenl.

Another [owor that
oy b attribuged o low
[emale anrcdroent i private
ly-manapsd schodls is the
unamilability of such schooks
I Ui vicidry, Tha ' proedimity
facior’ is vital in accesxing
elucHtos. A longer CHelsmoe
fo il makes [amilies
concerned ahout the salaby
o their dauphders; ooose-
quently, ihelr anrolmen
FITirE.

Frmale ehacation s oosi
elsalhs, implving thal chang-
i In cost shEmificanthy affect
the demam] for afocation
fior girls mowcess ] wocial cal-
eporieg. Thia, in furn, hes &
dsprogorticnaie u‘ﬂ'l:l-h:‘f
o female enrcdment in k-
vately-maragal schoals that
kats b the perpabation of
parter dDeparilles, Thi slt-
uabtion calks [ 8 conesrisd
#ffor] 19 creale un squsiable
educsticnal LlTl"«"l.I'El!I:II'IEnI:

the lncal el sach a3 e
swing (he ayailability of
ﬂﬁh Withiti close o
In reduce  distsnps
barriers
st will e :
(AT the key bo
entareing  owernll  Female
snrciment. Ml bspartani-
Iy IJlPrfE mevds 1o b g
wanl improvomuemt i the
yuialicy ol leaching in Puablic
schoods 0 ensure b ey
colion romeins eesdible re.
gardlessof gervder. "“"lrﬂ
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THE ENTHAN DERNTE o Do takd Triamr's s~
ol WA Fl e Derrh swesl kool Benmnd
e H- 1B CaRrioey (ag g s Amenca
Whik g Ting, becTind cal LAkl residing &
i ki cal aned pedicy peicriny ko Dl the
Tormaihé ¢ i lioass of Tromag's dechetnkingy
policies an: angnatly msoee siENSC
Armeraca s ranEand Tdh bosis pnded
T i o g4 1 bk b it
aliechealogy, deepen polinical polisicitien
pemwern libemls and conservatives in
Whesrern societies, AocElerans Econamic
growis i e LIS, ssend Amenica’s lead saes
feopolitcal i le and anstorm the giokal
gowerence of eerging echnologies.
Bari bt g st address Indian concems
abaur H-10 visax Warrying aboul the
Bpmerican debal e iy Futle s noe e i has -
e infuence o its oussme. The H-1Ewa
syrsier, ard of LB Broadest irnerdErarien de-
Bl in ATmErica, IS LB IRginesses agains)
groaving damisil i FediEanE B rapad in-
Eregi in [oreign popotalong. Cven
dypvmrrica’s L SHiiToges = in aEricubone
Frealrhecare and oechncbogy —~ commercial in
TETEsTS SLrOngly Sapport immgrakion
Meamstile, anti-Eromgrant sestimen|
arross the American polibcal specines -
RIS & perment ke,
The trasdibcral ¥ g thal irreni ra-
o n depreses wages, ansd s capind
iy L, o o, e Bl vl belt dadwin-
Cabes wehooesd i i nigras Based on -
mantanan ol uinpe il princpss The
cansansatiee backlih agann unreariaed
umrmigration, poedved by e Dvmsonis, has
been a ey facior in Trusg's vy, Tramp
ekl afi precd vk hicsi ness InceresIs em
phasizmg hove dkillad immigranan main-
Lains Armenca'y soerdif; and techackegical
edge. Bath sides mow adknoswied pe thal the
1% ivemdgramion system needs pelomm. The
duaBerige For Arresnican pol oy now lzsin bal
Ereqag supganT 5 skilied, fegalimmigranos
Wl o et gl ey Inedia s unitety
Inigma iy g stanano, & the L% rech indus-
Iz demand fisr insporied falent congiaue
With India rernaining che langest sommne
Himever, fed hi st 000 peraie more in gre-
senting idegal Indian | mmigration '.-!1ill
Sgpamng el <beroed eyl | mmigracam
Beyand H-18 visas. Trump & likely ba
i thie: mapor campes FATEIGN ETr
aedaqy pod oy Fret, the dormesstic policical di
Mg, Regen years have shirmm thatedh
faloggy, Far fram being neotral n palincal
dhepani<, has infhgenged che Lt
e baiviien) REerals and canservatives,
Pepubdizans iRpecially Trurmp Supgaofmers,
R baii acessid Fapeboal and Twicter of
liberal Beas and censoring €onsenabree
Wi, S acpuinng T 1w and rebrasd-
g r a5 3 Mg B artely worked [0 8-
Ve this Blas
Fachsolk has :ulu-.d-:u:l sult, with h:::
M'gﬂm N 4 dicade-aon
e 1o acromeradali demands by Qi
I&eral and Democranic sstablishmeal
Frazdent joe Biden his soronghy cnbicised
Facehook s dhecisien 10 lminaie e dhide-
e vl bl S COPRIMLIIT o e oach,
Tor cormeer, The subjectaes malung ol “Tadt
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elhi must look beyond H-1B

India's diplomacy will have a key role in finding commaon ground between
its strategic interests and Trump's tech policy in the next four years

chadang” Eswel Fanoven, Trumprs eicioey-wil
[feeky shift this balance o covsenvatives
— ashift Bhad ol e berd Beirnad Arseriva

Whuak'y pinlversd an Bagish and
Eurcgan palitics hag seizesd 3 maps
e aenioT o peireheed “lidera hege
mary The European ki long comdirahle
wirh Medlogical |mersentore iheugh |-
anl intemationatam. now Sces oppitan
froms iech-hacked, crosi-bander Comaerve-
tree coalibions, This Westeen idisslagcal
siugele will inFaicihly eavelop acher
iherria Tacin=

Agpcond feomae ol Tramp's second rerm
i& i #mergence of eehno-liherianans
While coreers ves tadioo naly adwcale
v H miibed governmend, chese tech no-fibes-
Larians vty champion dimantling he
edlersive “sdmisistrative siste” m the 15
arnd] Wt

Tnemp’s dedsion is aprpanrd Pelusk and
Wivek Ramaswanty b0 keal Che midsion o
massively downsze poee mimend reflegiz hic
kelogcat commitrend o urdeashing the
porential of new rechinologies, Alonpede
e et Bhertaries Ske PrPal fonder
P TR, Wi el Farmaessaval Ty avocaie
e D s T AR O e MiEng-
g iechnolopes. THis s jsca s e Bty
1oreali inareversal al Biden™s Al regulation
pabcies While Biden priorised sy, dilics
and accouniabiliiy in Al dewelopasnl,
Trurmp ansd b i line-S e risian ol ies seck
o E A A LTl OO Tai s andd L
e biincaation's 1l potenial Inthe LS

Tz thind aspes of Trumg's bech pokicy
il b incersifizd competbom with Chisa
s first renm hroke the long-itanding
Ameiaan cofsensus on deeper US-Chisa
Eies, wihike Biden focused o conffonmng
{China's challenges. placing i hanlogy af the
e o [ § Arabegy

Eitden has implememiind mnrn.wclq.il-
gy RANCTIONS againdt China, IEI.IHF:I'III.!.
restrictions though last week. His srlegy
inchules pes g and “Tendsosing” rech
gy chaind vt b2 InCreEIng oTeESInEm
in defene lechnologies Biden also saught
Hwnnﬂmfhmnuﬂ o prevent an
irpesticlind EmE e

|thﬂFEIthIIHM1'-'5Wd 1=
asserting L rechnodogical leaderchip over
Crina. &l signs poiet io mirieed dosisTic
izch devel igpinient and Hronder (agirans
oo China, Eephasising peace thrsugh
srveppgth, (e Triamp deam it Bkl o punne
aggres o mrilicary Al developerent, possbly
with b concem (or ethical consideratons

The coemverpence ol Lina:

Faa; vors — thie cummend fumany
l'-:.i,m in rJl:]l.i::l.-:lr:."L'd
revhnological develogimen
g‘:.maiﬂ.'s-md.uﬁl:gqmiq-
[ m]ﬁdimm':u:lm_ xnid
T prolitieal will ard
capadity i proancie global
du.n_gc — okl n:s:ﬂ.aj're the
irternatioral systenvs soclal,
v sl gropoliGe]
dynamics, Whether one
likes ivar oo, lndia's ech
talent i3 bnvegral oo the firsi

o FBacinirs

o R E AW

T B A OB B N

I B BN O B O
L & Sesmar

O DD T 0RE W poares. Thesr plarns Ton
Shanhanzn Proyeris™ i miliGry mchnology
i i e pu s for defence-orenied Al

Paris of Trump's e have criiosed
Beden s appach of engagm Beging wtiike
oommgeting wigh China The hawk: in the
Trurmjrabiniresiy 1 Bl s Ty [ s
il o g il Angl woukd wiiil o go
Pl il ar e v g i, T i e -
rEratizn vl e ks show B comride ration
T Ais-onimed weas inhe nesd froim fhe
Copddd Wi r in rmenaeg g A s i ey imiplica-
s Trumsag- | ) proosined Dy P i podacy o
el undarel ad v magss wite Al skl
reer misltilezrd sppraches

I =i nbe seen how bosed Trumg:
vaorgh b on sustaineg Biden's policy of
“reshaning” uxd “Fenil-shoring” ofsech aup
phy chama and Ineldhnig “geg-lichankogical
imalitien weith Ineids oo @lie s The eon
prhazis on ahvanced calooliabors:
Tiowk w11 brd i3 = Dathi Bl ke vl and mad il
ral — vt s sigranie sirsegic thema.

What shoui Trump's well=known
perdleciion for the “hig deal” withi Xi
[irgang ¥ Tromgs will seek (opud he persoeal
I Ok elatnd wth China and well seek
o edplory 3 " gradd bargain™, Some Trump-
ailied rodh enirepeeneurs, Including Sk
have Chinrasac hiiGres poeress Wil Iy
back Tramp's qeesr for g acooeraradarion
ekl e T

Al Ammencan adimiresirabions deal with
LUl DR TESTS A0 e raives an for-
Fig i especally on pelations vk ot
preal pareers, Tnamyy's inclination dor a deal
it Chiran 5 liedy o bt coormstraimsd ey e
shryctural conmradiclsses bepawean e
vl s Formmicat parers, 11 il absa noc be
easy o dismantle che range of U3
il sanctions s Otivain ke las
s gears,

mm,“mulq'lmhﬁ
10 — e COTmend M ng gaini in the -
oy of techinedagical  davelopmen,
America’s endinng capaciny i g pid inng-
O, AN Thumg's peditcal will and cagac-
Iy 0 i bl et — inakd neshape
e e ol DI Al eoo nomic
ared geapalincal dysamice. Whather one
ke i o ro L, finia's bk Lol 15 innegra i
Chaz firt Pvn [actors. Dethis diploevecy wil
[ by ole i fimding comimen graund
Bebwean India's Srad g intereits and
Trump's iech pedicy inilwe et fursars.

The writer ir o commiburisg adlisr én
infemnsoan afiaiT for The Indian Expee
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Though
Schaduled
Castes and
Sechaduled Tribes
shore O SeMmman
and special
identity as
vietlms of social
discrimination,
geographical
and cultural
fadtors seem

to wariedly
influence

thelr relofive
advancemant

in the field

af educdtion
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Educational equity for tribals

Addressing the persistent challemges in providing auality edueniion to fndia’s fribal popmlations necessitates taflored. inclusive afprooches.

nraring qualicy efa-

calinn in Iribal aneas

«if Iridas seemic b bea

continsis challen pe
Accoeding o the MHRI R 5en-
Lative v5, e deopoot rece
among 5T staders w the see-
andary level az af 2010 was
24.0% per cent, higher than
the LH54 per oent S0
snedents, The GER in Clai 11
aped 12 [or 201516 was 594
pes cend o 5T studesis, com
pared w TLA per cent for 5C
grudents, Though 5 chadulid
Carstes and Scheduled Tribes:
shire & commam. and special
Elentivy e victime of socid
discrimdnation, geagraphical
and cubroral  fackom: seem 10
varledly infliuence their rela-
e advancemend in the Aeld
of education,

‘The mebenri of mchonoleand
cilleges has keen substantally
expasded n mom wibal areas
wprous the imilop ieer the vess
1o 2E-1%, Samaprs Shilsha
wid lwaniched, sotaumang, ke
theee erspwhile Centrally Spon-
mrnd SchemegeSarm ﬂ-
sha Abhiyes {554], Hashiry

ik Shilsha Abhivas
[RB45A), and Tracker Bdwzas
e — oy wchool aka

cimiEsunm from pre-scheok,
ATY. Wper PrImary; see-
]:-mndarr. 14 sesinr seoondary
lewels, with w view in croaaring
unbverl aocessand relenlbod.
Huwever, the benefils of these
whimmes do not sasily pens-
Tate doewm b0 izibal Pupuhl:iunl
dise b various factors sadh as
insecessible terrain, secusion
fmm rasinstream secsery, od
rurad speificries, and srin-
et forest laws that restric
IEm mivement of people and
the creation of infrastruc-
e im designated fisrests. ']'h.e_
imadequats represenlation of
frikals (o public and privald
secior sabs and profecsons,
an reflacind if "haddog vacan:
e nlicates thal mrach Is
teh in ke detleed in the odece
Eiurial Iii'tn.'l:mﬂﬂ ol trikal
nfni.'ll ik
4 Educatian fer trikal chl-
dran oM WeEsr primary in
secondary Ioecks |5 mainly
prenaded through 1Esden-
114l v honds in foresl areis ?r-:l
~ereitir; bepadcd i ini pon-far-
E'-:'l-ﬂ.-\.-:.ul. ‘[z Fhlavyas Model
Eeodrmtis] Sokool 1L WRSh
e ogrammime i alesigred o e
visdhe iualily sducaiing o i
sinagients (L aaes & 6 B2] in

b\ |

Enssring guadity eduin¥ad 1oy eibal b bl reguires an sreg-vparife aapeeaik S soosr e aduiee cabural aad
|wmdiﬁ—lﬁnpﬁﬂhllﬂmw

TEMmotE areis, watille Auhram
Steondn mreder Ul Taibsal ke
Pla §TEF) are ealahladusd fis
bath girls and boys in DWE
pockets. Thees Centrally Spoc-
ssred Insiibaions e cjeraled
aned eriniained by stvie pov-
ermments. There are around
80 A borsem Schiopds and b
i BRALS across dIJ-“"T'm'.F

v Ay pepdrt by the LALA
'|L"“.-'I-r.:;p. sinbes that Eosi Ashoam
5chools do nol eamply with
L standards, resalilng in
apallyy from scheel nemmage-
ment and eschers towsnd diue
denld’ wellare: The Hemanand
sl Crzeewrnl ttes Beport of
11014 reveahid that 793 caildrem
dizd bereeen 2001 and 201%
due 1o smake biges and minar
TR L

A basaus schermes of sde-
cution are mlipsed by lssues
like frugal firmness, kack of
infrastructuee for copacity
butlding, lethasgy = dalivery
mechenlsms etc. Addicion-
illy. poreer and uncertainty
eliveliboods strengly demoi-
wale krihals from senciing their
childses 10 school. Hiwever,
whem we gitapose the sale
o pducation of Lribal pogula-
fions Gl Morthesslors SIes
liks Aszam, Mizeram, Mogha-
lapa, ared “Tripuza wirere the
tixih Schedule of the cani-
ninn operals, wish that of
1 wralials m gk nest ol India,
w wee sbgiifican and encout -
T achdisperneits b the for-
mir Cin the comrary I||u|3.|l
trdbes b Mdsclign Prode
Chudssha, Filas, Maharasliog,
Cingaal, Ragastlan, Anidlies

Bradesh, arel Wen H-:llsﬁl

arzounk for Bl pes
cemd of thee Ital 5T pepubitios
iy India and are covered dinder
the Afik Schedule of the Cen-
arinu] omy Bhedr haman develog-
ment ndicators, epechlly in
:du:ﬂ'jm.r;ixns'ufhmhmu-
ishicrery, Thix Is notahie even
though more: thas 50 per cosl
i them live in Lok 3abha con-
gtieen ches where they foom
the mmjeeiny.

Thelurpest semberof trit-
s bnhabil Tndia’s mainland,
streiching fom wewen ndia
| Blele). ILun_;h crrsizal et
|Gonds), 1o Tharkkasd wnd
Bierggal {Blundas, Cirvoms, asd
Banihal]. Some wulsecable
trihal Fllp‘dll.ﬂﬂs' I simtess like
Karraiaks, Tassi Nadu, Eer-
ale, amd West Bengal, whene
e Flfth Schedule does not
aperale, cantifes b lag inv edha:
caonal dewlopment,

Erduring qualiby edostias
for tribal ehildren requires 2n
area-specific approwch that
seeommadabes cidraral and
limgaistic - difzrences and
ervulvies dCTive p-:lrll:_llruiwunu
from atakelalders. £
EBecnuse wnlike SO, W Lar-

ard heterugencmns
ini soswoculvard valne, livda-
Tesads, ol i ehar-
actenslics, hioadly segmenied
I e calegathes

2] thuse [Wiay in inacoes-
sibiks eErains IrJl]lIi_ul'l.l]
weays ol B usallecied by
wesvervsl peaini 3 0C1ELY,

B} thase living in Forest
arvan il villapes adoent 1o
Thie Brimdand bl beking eda

caril el Evcibies,

<) those megiding in non-
eibal-dominared aress and
in=mpiing to essimidats inin
||||1n:1.rwn| sociery.

Tee lasi ca moetly
benefns Ermma.grrmlsrr
sccion, while the Arm and

sond are oo edn-
emnmdmlgd ta
corapeie. Modern infrastros-
tare, cpaalified teachers, ased
= arreamlined sdmimiste-
tine Eachinery may mprme
GER ratsi ower dropom
rabes, Herwaver, i o precar-
5o we mnast fined scidneis ikies
of poe healthoars, Bois-
ing, ﬂld%nn&: that baree
driven tritak lnin mery and

Forest bwes primartly tres
fepesls as sources of revenne
and comservation areas fer
wridlil, with Ride coredrn for
ihe irthals whe depend soley
um them. Febes and & roioom
meskal lawn have turned far-
s, homne e o magoriy of
{he iribad population, inlo o
curse pather than o blessng
Pgtional parks sred gasciuar.
2% ane dg:l:rnd:l. forest ﬂ&?d
welhaul rly sending
righEs -.'.rmlh.ue]?‘mhah enhabl-
g them. In sorme aaies, far-
=t [anady are aven trammiered
b K arad seclur e Ghe
nami of developersnt, afim
fisr by gui el hal Bl
ural Badsitats, While ihe mghe-
cuhlerning proveinm in tasc
Lapees wamsl ooy dd Huldl:hlll.':-
wathuat kagal faroe che nestric-
Lived Prayiaboms sov grkarocahiy
by Lnw.

Ahh the Panchay-
aks :'_Eﬂ;ﬁn 1o Schedubed
Arsas) act (PESA), 1986 (T5nd
Amendment], recognises the
Iraditionsd fghts of tribads aver
*community resturces” like
lamd, weater, amel forest paod-
ey, sy states hove yet oo

the i 0
bl Graam Sabbat and PRI

Educaticn  sannot  ba
treated in tsclathen fGean the
socloeconomic aspests of
huran 5  [rarizatives e
mnicelay & distribotion
of Frev usdloenes, boods, and
mrafichent. What is necded
is 0 game-changmp, hobislse
approach—a comprehensive
muode] thar ensures the par-
ticipation of staloshelders In
decidon-malieg, comtrol o
faeets, and the mana |
of iratibatzanse Firtly the
atringent Barest |aws mast be
revirwed L mﬂ:m [EHIrE

prisal-Frbendly aod (o create
e eeeeyatem of socil endos-
rmuain hetreeen foest dwellers
aredl prainsireans society This
will [acilitare learning oppoe-
torrtc and AWaPEn S
ameng ribals, a benefit tha
50 populadicos seceived due
o Ibwir peosimily o main-
shrvam sosiefy Increased rail
anid road eoamectonty in Sor-
et areas will sl allner for the
Free Do of broomas resoasrces
and o The mnuch-
repeated camebiphsase *peo-
reetion al tbald”™ has,
pracitice. b 1o their "glori-
fied cominement” and soo-
elal dishnn Secoedy,
enfisrcing the Sl Sched-
whe im certxin nalified areas
will paes Eha way for educa
omal advancemant arang
tribeal s as it bas in fssams, Te
|:lu.|=. Melizoram, and dMagha-
aya, by empowening locals
with zelf-nale o probect their
acenomic and culbuca irder-
ests. Thiedly in siales bl
the Filih Schedale w -'-1-1-lh
rently i apsatan. smenglh-
ym-ﬁluu:- u.l'I.l!l:riIhl:
PESA Aci. af beaak in ghe ods-
catson seclof could signin-
canely smprevy the carremi
seeniafid, Adr idl, ta quoge
Malson Mandeld “Education
1w e il powertal weapiy
1o change the warld”
Thi wnifer 1o Mihiney
A Ot Secrctary
o Chlatigirh,
'|_-||'I|: capreacd ure pericnial

S

% L



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 15 JANUARY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text


STATESMAN (P-6), 15 JANUARY 2025

America and jobs
f I Yhe latest US jobs data shows that as 2024 drew (o a

.-_,..-"

close, the labour market displayed remarkable re-

ilience, defying expectations with robust job gains and
i drop in the unemployment rate, In an economic Emvi-
ronment shaped by cautious monetary policies and global
uncertainty, this p-erfurmanr_-f.- underscores the enduring
strength of the American workforce and its pivotal role in
supporting the broader economy. The December surge of
256,000 new jobs exceeded all projections, hjgh]l'ghtir!g the
labour market's adaptability. Sectors like healthcare, retail,
and leisure and hospitality drove this growth, showcasing
their capacity to rebound from earlier slowdowns. Health-
care employment, bolstered by home health services and
hospital expansions, demonstrated the sector’s indispen-
sable role in both economic and social stability. Meanwhile,
the retail sector's seasonal recovery reflected consumer
confidence and the enduring vitality of domestic spending.
Despite challenges in manufacturing and mining, the
tabour market's broad-based growth underscores its adapi-
ability, with key sectors driving gains and cushioning the
impact of localised economic weaknesses. Wage growth,
another critical indicator of economic health, added to the
positive narrative. Hourly earnings rose 3.9 per cent year-
over-year, with aggregate labour income increasing at s
fastest pace since late 2023, This trend not only empowers
households but also reinforces consumer spending, which
remains a comerstong of economic expansion. Importantly,

this growth outpaced inflation, ensuring real gains for work- |

ETS EVEN &5 monetary policies aimed to curb price pressunes.

Beyond the headline numbers, deeper indicators of labour |
market health offered equally encouraging signs, The |
unemployment rate fell to 4.1 per cent, and the median |
duration of unemployment shortened, signalling improved |
job-finding prospects. Furthermore, the steady labour force |

participation rate and rising employment-to-population |

ratio reflect a workforce that remains engaged and resilient |

despite econemic headwinds. This strong labour marke

performance poses both opportunities and challenges for |

policymakers. On one hand, it provides the US Federal
Reserve with the flexibility to maintain its current monetary
stance, holding interest rates steady. On the other, it requir-

es vigilance against potential overheating, especially as |

wage growth contributes to inflationary risks. The central

bank’s cautious approach appears prudent, allowing room |

to navigate an economy that continues to expand above its |
non-inflationary growth rate. Looking ahead. the labour |
market’s resilience will be critical in weathering both da- |

mestic and global uncertainties. Proposed policy shifis, |

including changes to trade and immigration, could intro-
duce volatility in the coming year. Yet, the current momen-
tum, built on diverse sectoral growth and solid consumer
demand, positions the US economy (o remain a global
leader. The end of 2024 serves as a testament to the adapr-
ability and strength of the American labour market, As the
new year beging, the focus should remain on sustaining
this momentum while addressing structural challenges o
pnsure long-lerm economic prosperity, The resilience of
workers and businesses alike offers a pnwctt_u] foundation
for navigating the uncertainties ahead, turning challenges
into oppad runities for a thriving economy, 4
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How Not To Run Unis

UGC'’s draft guidelines on selecting VCs, if
implemented, will do no good & much harm

ational Education Policy 2020 has a clear vision of
‘ \ ‘ moving higher educational institutions (HEIs) towards full
autonomy - academic and administrative. Autonomy isnot
some kind of sacred object in and of itself. Rather, evidence across
democratic societies isuneguivocal that autonomy is prerequisite
for helping HEIs deliver all their missions, be it classical ones
like learning and teaching, or ones that have come into greater
prominence in a more globally connected world, namely research
and innovation and business outreach. New draft regulations by
UGC rejig how vice-chancellors are to be appointed. But diluting
the influence of state govts while increasing that of the Centre, is
hardly the way forward.

Tamil Nadu and Kerala govts are already up in arms at what the
changemeans for stateuniversities, which afterall states fund. Per
draft regulations, the university chancellor,
aka the state governor, shall constitute the
VC search-selection committee, which in

turn shall comprise one member

nominated by the chancellor, one by
; UGC’s chairman, and one by the
| \ﬂ\ university's apex body This change is

patently not about eliminating political
interference. It's about - let’s be clear —
4 imposing the Centre’s will on opposi-
e tion-governed states. How’'s that an
improvement? And that's aside from the
question of increasing tensions in a federal
system. Opposition CMs vs BJP-appointed
governors are already a stress point, including in university
affairs. What'stobe gained by adding to the stress? Of course, state
universities fare poorly in NIRFrankings and student application
preferences. But UGC's solution will create another problem,
not solve the existing one. VCs and faculties should be unbiased,
meritocratic appointments.

That brings us to the other point — opening up VC posts to
non-academic candidates. Let’s assume every PSU top executive or
senior bureaucrat or an industry veteran chosen for the job is
brilliant. But will they be fit to run universities? Why are all eight
US Ivy League presidents top scholars? India’s higher education
regulator needs to return to the diagnostic table. More centralisa-

tion and bureaucratisation is il 'ﬁi;}"lhle idea. As is disempowering
academicachievements. «p¥%


Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-22), 15 JANUARY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDU (P-9), 16 JANUARY 2025

@

anﬁasmmm in govt. schools catching up with private ones in 2024

The katest UDISE report shows that infrastacture in rural schools is on a par with urban schooks, compared i 3 decade ago

l DATA POMNT |

Pt Francis

overmomend schools  kave
notwbly improved in the
prinison of basie indms-
Eructare facilifies Lo iludenn: o
the paca ) pisars, and e alinos
o & par with schocls, dam
EO% of Eovern:
: 'u.:'.'l:lﬁ:nt:.;:l-un.:l ﬂm:lag
:TTHTEE?;_. thos’ andd s’ vedling,
handasgh, Al Bwark.

Table 1 shows et ghares of por

vermmint and privete schools that
various  infrasinechuced
ameniiies a5 mentioned in te Ta-
ot s released by the Unilied
fHstrics Enformatien Sysoem dor
Edgration (UDIEE-), main@ined
sy (s Bllnlsmy of Edfocarion.
o 2003, the share
of government schools providing
elpcimicry hag doidilnd
From A5 oo G050 in BO0E24, while
the share of thess equipped with
computars his iripled fom 15% o
1% in thae zame peciod. The shae
el gesernment schools bavieg Bi-
Brarles and ramge, s condiie-
ng medical chedaij, has e
passed thet al privae schools
mrpipped Wil (b same In 2004,

Tahle 2 cliows the share of mral
and wrhan schools equipped with
warious Infrmuciure faciliies in
3044 wmd 2024 Facilities sach as
drinking water, elecirating func
sl wiles, hbrlﬁar-u.]:llrnhj;u.and
plepgrounds are availilile kn mone
e 5% of mural sclisels oenods In-
dia i 2034,
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berween the shané ol rural and ur-
ban schools s seleo Infrasirue-
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share of nisal whocds with reeps
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:: ssuire e of mural and urhas
irhoets, Himaever, sclusls mooered

fwl
g = [

areis oo 10 g in the il
hility of computers, minwsater har-
vesting system, and inlermel oo
DT

Table 3 compraies tha avaiahi
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A MORE OPEN ACADEMIA

Criticism of draft UGC regulations takes a narrow view, ignores their potential

THE CRITICNEM OF the pew dralt negulations
iy the Unfuersing Crants Commission (LG jin
thiz newspaper's editeeisd |"Sarkar and
Campas, Jamuany 13) ks a lmited wews The
refulatons need sobe undersinod along with
the broader aim of the Mabional Education
Polkoy 20010 The MEF aims e restructune the
governance ofthe Indian education fstem o
adiiress the country's developmental poals
and respanid by the evobying demands of 2o0-
ety and the globul knuveledize eooniny This
calls fior o powandk rmutidisciplinany cur-
ticula, irerinsgional assonamy; inkegration of
teglusalogy, restrucnaring of povemance and
regulamny mechantsms, blended pedagagy,
sdindustry-academic linkages The LIGC by
refeasing & drafi of the new regulations coe-

hag instiabed a process of aligning the aca-
demic recruitment peocesses with these

scape of afademia mare competitive
Revornme ndathors amund choasng FHDMET
a5 dizciplines for iraching. appointing vice-
chancelkars from the bursaucracy and indis-
iy, and seaching in Indian languages ane
simed atdoingsawithout compromising ac-
addemic quality: The draft regulatons ritemte
the “irseparable relatonship betwesn qual-
iy and competinon”,

wu;rpukat;rhvmm]ﬂﬂﬂﬂma
miaior chargge in the spproach,

Thedralt regulationsmake canddates -
uju;ﬁrwmnm::h‘ult}"mﬂie disd-
plinelsubject that they kave chosen for PhD

— DEAR EDITOR, —

PR .

when ﬂ'he_!."diﬁ'ﬂ'w:i.ﬂﬂh:
edfitnrial positions or
niews coverage of

The provigion of forming a
search-cim-selection
comrmittee by the Chancellor
for the appointiment of ¥Cs,
and clpu]ing up rJ'|E]_:||:|£I: Lo
industry experts and public
sector vererans is being
vilifed. Tt is difficult to
understand heser the mere
formation of a three-member
gearch-oumeselection
cornmittes by the Chancellor
is an assault on federalism
Aned Biow s the current
provishon of VO
appointrments by the
Chancellor more dermooracic?

and NETISET, evenifitis diffievent fm the dis-
cipbrefsubject chosen by them in undergrad-
uaoe of pamgTadusse p This pro-
vision &5 am attempe to steer clear of mgd
disciplinary boandaries, Horaever, it does nog
miake candidates wha e chisen e same
st acrass degrees ineligible.

Allcranng candidates fo qualify for UG-
MET or todoa Fhlina subject of their choios
enabies universities io lap infoa largss talenl
procl. Wi Todulty ane allowied (o specialis
i subs et (e Are DRSS inane At rigand-
less of their degres bacigrounds, they ane
likedy to exced as =ducators and researchers
Resisting this chamge on the groends of "dis-
Iiﬂil'ld.l'!l' Pursy™ amoins io banee & hilind
o3 D s the infersentions that mulddis-
oiplinary seaching and research can make m
enharce the quality and relevance of educa-
ticnglobally.

L uns ruvwd ook nto e provisionsd - no-
Cabe conimducions” designed o oo awey
with the Academic Ferfnrmance (ndicatar
(AP syseem of the 2008 regulations that
heavily rely on quangitative metrics. The
0 dralft propaoses dEcontiming AF-based
Al isTing U Al Ui SeleTion Cole-
mirees o assess candidates based on cthelr
conmbigions o academics, research inst-
tubional developrment, society and the larger
naboralinterest Critics keree also-overiooloed
thair e expected notable conirbutions frem
the academic sadfflibrarian cadee and the
physical educationfsposts cadre have been
ihentified separately, thus ghving them suf-
ficient sotpe b falfil the ehpbilhy criteria.
Cormsidlering various aspects soch asinnova-

ieart, ciggital lilsracy, wser engeaemend, ndu-
sivily, comimusily ergagement sl instio-
Llign busilding Enswnes a
comprehendive evaluation of a candidare's
COnU s,

The prevsion of feming a search-cum-
sefiection committes by the Chanceibor for .
the appaintment of%Cs, and opening up the
past b induastry experts and public secior
wirderans # being vilified. Itis difficult touns
e rarsd] Py L e [ iialicn of a thoee-
meenber commmitnes by de CharcelBor is an
assault on federalism . And lbow is e cuir-
rent prosishon of VI apgolnimn ents by the
Chancellor more democratic? Laying down
ithe compositian and required qualifications
althe membersof the seardv cum-seleciion
COMMUTIRTEE Mses e procedune maone -
parent and demedratic Allowing people
Eram diverse hackgrounds to became Vs
braadens the leadership talent pool. The
craft repulations have aken 28 possible pre
CAUCHNS (0 ersure the academc ftegety ol
the keadership,

The drafitnegulatians sm bo create 2 mone
inclusive, dymaemic, and quality-driven higher
education system in India. Fledbling incu-
stvity, and dernocracy are not meant o he
mere rhetaric for public platforms bus are
gaitling principes o indhidials, sodety, and
the pation These pringiples need o be Sali-
Ry wiven into naes and regalacions ieed
the fatter should be understood in
this conoext,

F;u:_ﬂw&mburnw: Centre for
Polltio! Studies il
1'_1:?11- L
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Startup and go

In India, favourable policies, culture of innovation and
collaborative efforts provide foundation for scaling up

THOAS SEARTUP BOUEWSTERM haswimessed
exiraordinary grnwti, tansforming from s
fledgfing stage tn beooming theworkd s thind-
largest hub for innovation and eptreprensu-
ship. With over 130,000 recagrised sartups
tockay = up Eom approdimatety $00 in 205
16 = Incia’s progress is remarkable. Duaring
this perind, startup fusding grew 15 Hmes.
thee eviriitser ol iErvestins increased nive-fold,
andi the numbser of incubators mse seven-
fald, This transformation owes mudh to
Endia’s robust digital ]11.|I:||.||: mlrastrucoune,
which has addresmed wlabal chal-
lenges such as achieving Swstainable
Develapment Goals, combating climate
change, fostening financial indusicn, and -
prmang agricudtural productivity,

India stamds at the threshold of & rechnn-
Ingical e UG on. presentng Fnmens: op-
porhunites In areas such as artificial inkelli-
gence (Al machine learming [ML), big data,
SnarEy trarnsiton, alectricvelide BV gaan-
fm compubing. geroomics, 30 paingdng. ro-
b, chrrnies, ard spsace exploration, The gos
ernment has actively bostened this progress
thyeugals initiatives like the Natioral Quantum
Misstion, India Al Mission, and Semicondicos
Mission. alongside alioccating Re 1 lakh arome
for researchand developrnent [RED)

Progresshe polices have ppensd upnsw
s, iraciding space. grospaial echnoko-
g, ciefunce. and dromes, enourging sy
Lo v vt Cukt ng-ecige dornusre, Realts-
ireg it full potential of thess ahenoements
mcpuires ool Lt o hetwesn palicyimaioers,
enmrepeeneurs, and educational irstutions.

Dot U 1 #uoness, Indian startu ps, ppar-
tioatardy in detpkech m;&mrzﬁ‘::rj?np
in AOCESS NG paTe L capital Furcts
mrmﬁlmlmmdmmmum

@ e changén, Witk s 1LEBE crom com-
rrimed bty 151 AR, il cataiysed acap-
ital pral of Re 81000 erane. enearieg a signili-
i muliplier effecy

Hoswauer, India nesds a spociaiised hund
o funds fur deep sch staciups el fequire
Inng e e menes o easing domestic
ur.-..-ul wiirees 15 alw eienial, Although
Insctian stanege rasedd caer § 12 Ealhiom n 2024,

India's startuap ecosystem is
no bomger confined oo metro
cifies Hk&ﬁ&ngﬂuru,
Mumbai, and Dielha. Neasly
50 per cent of the country'’s
staroups ariginate from Ther
1T aned Tier ITT cities,
including emerging hubs like
Indore, Tadpur, and
Ahmedabad. With nearky
half of India’s uwrban
population Hving in smaller
cities, these regions ofer
imumenss potential for
growth, Tech companics are
:i.nc:r:a.:singTycit:;P]is.thE
operations in Gties such as
Chandigarh,
Visaklagarnam, and
Ahmedabad Supporting
theae regional hube with
infrastrsctiane, educa tional
opportunities, and
inclusivity — eapecinlly by
increasing Wommen'y
representation in leslership
robes — will unlock
uneapped abent aned drive
innpvation

bl 75 per et of this funding came from
infernational sources Large domestic insx-
rurticns like irsurancs companies snd ped-
sion funds can allocate a portionof their sur-
pluses to support stariupd, while famiky
nffices and businesses shoukld @ke on mops
artive roles 2 AngEd imesTors,

Private ety [PE) and venture capital
TV hawe sigrificantly sha ped India’s startup
pooraystem, Funding from these Sounces grew
fram £19.7 hillion in 2005 104 peakcol 57707
billsem in 2021, #0d In carky 2024 alone, it
o ar 54054 billion Over 50 per cent of
Inadla’s wracoems have besn hacked by PE arsd
WO investments.

Tio ensure SusTainabibny, domests funds
et gy i focsis on long -ierm valus oe-
athan A st oward profikabilicy, qaalityoeer
gquantity, and mue roba business models
can el pstamups achime stainable groweh.

Indesgning Swrtup India, we pricmtised
aaniding eecessive regulations that could hin-
der startups India's startup-scosyem s
anminimal regulaten e, ketering
innovation. Boweer, reoen inckdendts of o=
purae mismanagement in startups such &
Byer's. Cruneo, and BhasstPe horde raised 00n-
e, Srartups st sdogesel - regulation fra-
isnwarks Chak errphasi se acronisti o, -
nsparenoy, and eftical ronduce This involes
strong, mentocthip, profssional boants. and
seund Fnancial maragemens Wermure Gpi-
rakirs and angel investors play 4 vital poe By
Ermaring ErEEANOE And FeEnoning smamups
1y badance growh wich lm‘l;—tl:rmmtil_'m-.

I’ i educarinal insiranons,
inchucing the BTs, tlﬂs.:gdfﬂ'{:;! imteyral i
the sarup ecasysten, producing skilled poo-
feszinnals and focnering innovacion. To keep
pacewith emenging ceseds, camiculy must -
dlresa skl gnetapes in aness soch as prodoct
development. dara science, and Al-ML
Collabocation betasin academia and Indus-
Iry m vical o ensuee that educacional pro-
grammes algn weth markel needs.

Programires B melipa apges noresnps,
and mecruifieent canabtract tlent o startups
and bridge existing skill gaps

s new echwridogies disrupt indastrees,

regulators muzst adapt 1o the charmgg land-
srape. Inchia's regudatony miu=r hai-
anc= innovation with cversight, enabling
startups Lo thrive while mitigating risks sac-
clated wath irwee laned grmwii. Pro-inmee-
rion policies will ke onudal in maintaining
[ruclia's ConEREiTNe SOge

India producs approdmately 24 000 PRD
praduaies argruaiy driving advamcements in
selenee and s e, Himewesver, B Ciniifi-
fry paid $14.3 billion in (PR rovaltes in 2004,
wihile eaming caly $1.5 hillon, highlightinga
smilicant gap, Greaner novainnand break-
thraughs ane essencial o bridge this gap.
Creacing A wibmane ideas econystem, one that
revards and profeces inbellechal property,
can estahlish Indis as a giobal hubfor inmdns-
rior, ST ST hesd dhis charge, ronmbar-
ing m atharcements in sdence. echoology

and intellectm| property.
e T T B ST 5 o BT -
M 0o mmetro cokes [ike Bengaluna, Mumal,

and Dedie, Mearty S0 percentof the coemmy's
:a:.lrupim' 2 Smm Tier 0 and Tier fl obes.
irchoding emenging hubs e Indore, faipur,
and Alsmedabad, Wich neardy half of india’s
uhmp-mhmlw‘g‘nnmﬂums,dﬂ
reginns offer Inmense polental for growth
Ty coen parses Are increasingly eahilishing
operaticns in cifes such as Chandigarh,
Wisakrapamam, and Abmedahad Supposting
these regonal b wilh infasriomarne. edu-
calonall oppoTTUnices, and inchspiy — es-

pecially by increasive wamin's epreents-
tion in dadership rodes = ‘wikl uniock

talemt and dirrve innovation.

Tnidia & well-pasinioned oo bacome e
vk s eading sarfupecnsysten Favourabie
pulicies, & thrwing adname of innovabion, and
cillaboibive efformsaconss seciors provide the
Joundatson for scaling staups inm gobal en-

Az India works fowards s adinnal

Wiksiz Bharar by 2047, stamups will play a
prevtal mle in dreang econemic grovtd, ore-
Gl ok, aind paostoming the Cowsn i as a
lzaderin innovation

et s e s LT v vial
furrmer CEO ofWIT) Adyog
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OUT OF WORK

Why India’sjob crunch
isonalongerspell

Rising unemployment
underscores the need
for policies that suppaort
skilling reduce market
barriers

PALASH BABUAH AND D L WANKHAR

nemgloyment is & mulifeceted
rﬁm thar affests indivicu-
als acrosswarinus demographic
Eroups, in Eﬂllrr.air:.mdﬁ:
Rerigth af their job search. A compre-
hensse urderseanding of anemghos-
ment spells - the period daring which
individizals mmmmuh}rnﬂihﬁ
actreely seek employment —is
for effective plirmﬂh‘g ecancenle
anakysis, and workduree planning, This
can be attnimed by analysing the per-
centage af the populstion within dis-
tinct tiemeframes, based on how loog
individuals bavebeenunemployed. By
oo data from rwopencds from
theMES0¥s Periodic Labour Foroe Sur-
vey [PLFS), 2020-20 amd 20235-24, th:
shifting unemployment parlerns an
be hemer undsrstoad. These changes
priwide s with a clearer pictuss of
labour force pasticiparion, eoonomEic
pecovery and the speci ficobstactes dif-
ferent demographic groups encouanter
A key fndisg among males i the no-
tabile rise i long-termunerpl oyment.
n M020-M, & significent portion of
ursemgloyed men (37.5%) were in the
G-12menthsand E5.4%in the less than
or equal o & months unemployment
CRADEROIY. 20123-24, thiz pumberde-
creased 1025 9% and 12.2%, soggesting
that a signdficans share of previously
shori-tere unemplayed males is now
experiencing longer job search dura-
rinns. Specifically, the percentage of
males in the 1:2year umemployment
rise sharphy ram 23,5% o
30),5%, This shifi mdicates that many
men are Facing difficulty in securing
job heyand thee mitial mamnths of un-
ensployment, and similar trends are
visthle in bath the 2-3 year and over

S-year cabepnres
Chifisin the labour markei-suchas
awlognationands wnikemand for

certain industries - have likely result-
e im Inpger jobs search gimes fof men.
Addifinnally, the post-COVID restruc-
ruring of mdustrics has altered the
rwpes ol shoills employers seck, leaving
gaegment afthe male workfurcecither
|||ud-|_-r|.-mpl|.pytd-nr=!n.#linumu-d.lr.l
i new SPCIues,

While Temales sull expericnee
sharter umempbiynsent spells than
shsesir male counterpans in the 12
anicantlh and the bess thian ot vgeal o
ti nvuilis wncnplioyrneis caLepiy,
e 201 24 daiannlsachenr el
sl Ranger o searclics, I A2
21, 5545 i pnimpleei warnie hal
TR Frpeepentey W (LT FATRITELES Iy

2023-24, this figure dropped to 2%,
Howeser, the percentage of wimen
unermploved foe more than ren years
increased subspantally, from 137 % in
02021 o 1% in 2023-24. The =
in Inng-term umemployment among
wormen can be astribated 1 several
Facnors. Druring the pandemic, many
woenen, particularly those m cancgie
ing ries, were disproportioeasely al-
fected by job Jusses, heading to longes
unemployment spells, Additonaliy,
gendered [nhour market segregation
= where wemen are often concenirat-
ed in sectors like retail, hoapioalioy,
and educetion - may eoniribate
extended job search times, especially
sinee thise ceetors wers hit hardest by

the pasdemic,

Among younger indhvidoals (1528
yeurs), the data reveals a mnmu'ﬁ
trend. While the proporrion of you
vrrem ployed for less than or equal 1o
£ months decreased bepwess 202021
and HE3-24 {froen 14.7% 1o 11L.8%),
there wis o significant increase (o the
lengthof unemployment lasting reore
than onevear. Specifically, the percent-
age of young peaple unemplayed for
1-2yearsincreased from 23.% 1o 3. 1%.
A simdlar upward shift is observed in
bath the 2-3 years and over 3 years

calrgories.

Thes skilt reflects the growing chal-
lenges faed byyoamg jobseekers inan
imcrensangly competinye and comples
job maiket. The youth labou market
s heavily inflsenced by Bacbars suchas
ehucacianal atninment, shilf gaps and
iy availlabrility of enery-level positinn:
The rise in long-terem un2enphoyment
o young peo e cun e ot ted
pescvernl by [ciors slower recovery
il e juodky s ket post-pandeniic, mis-
nagched skills nie job requirenyents,
u..},huiﬁlﬂgurd-,'.lmp-eﬁﬁl:-n [ lineil-
vl oppocianitic e Moreaves, techne-
|u._-J._-.I_;.dmmmm-|1L~:].il\:=u|.||l|.r|||.'|1.i.l.1||
anil digitafsakon e exacorbatod il
[LEETIE

Evalving industry demands

Far mighlbe nped individiabs inothe
Hib4S ppe proije the di rewesds
sipislicann clanges in shieo-tem

T BRIl -1 -TH &

and long-term unemployment pat-
tern, In B020-28, this group had the
highest proportion of individuals un-
empdoved for 1-2 years (25.4%), and
23, 7% wereunenployed for 2-3 years.
By 202324, bong-bern unemphs e
bucame even aaore pronounced, with
41 4% now umemployed for mode
tham 3 vears. This shift is driven by
the rransfermation of industries assd
the growing demsand for advanced,
eechnnlogy-deiven sidlis. Middle-aged
vanrkers, while psperienced, often find
their qualificarions ousdated. Family
respomsibilitics may alse limic cheir
whilityin mu:rﬂ-&ﬂ'ﬂmmrdnam,
compoianding their challenges.
Hiderworkers encountes ssgnificant
barriers o re-cnbering the workforoe.
Whide the percentage of mdniduals
(aged 46600 unenployed far less
than & months decreased Fam 20.%
i A030-31 10 17, 3% in 2023-24, kng
rerm enemployment in boal the 1-2
yemar aswd E-Eyrxmt-rﬁ:r-'rﬁrmaimd
m’&mﬂ.ﬂﬂawnr & face unigque

foree, nchadng i
cliningi pelemnce, and alackof
modert <killz, all ol which mealke
itmare ddficult e secure em
Forindividunlsaged 60 &nd above, the
sipastion s evenmore challenging and
severe. The percencage of this group
unemployed for pver Zyearsi

sharply frem 22 6% in 3010-T 10 475
im 20E3-24.

Thedta from B020-20and 2023-24
reveal 8 complex and evolving unem-
ployment landscape, with sigreficint
ghilfiz porass gender, age, and the du
ration of unemployment. Long-temm
pnempleyment §s rising scross all
demographic groups, highlighting
thie need Bor palicies that sup port =kl
develapmint, redisee labour macket
harrsera, gnd croate greater enuploy-
ment ppportuninies for workers 4t all

aof their careers. Thers manoih
gri::':nr thit peeds 1o be acoounied
for, wher some sebions of the em-
phorable youch are leoking forward 1o
mixinesining ife-work halances rasher
tham guoing all ot 12 graband glog for
whatever ensployment cpporfunines
are available. This phenomenca will
peatemtially lewie sueh youth unem-
plerszil far |:|n..:¢'r|r|.'|ll.|4$

A% S mnECE ORI 1D o
aned adapt to new technological reai-
ties, it isessential (o provide Grgeed
supportfor themudtvulerable groups
i phic labiar naarkes, including youth,
wouren, middeagedworkers andshd-
erworkers. By focusing on reskillng,
enbancing jub market accessibilin
and addressing spocilic denweraph
ic challenges, policynaikers can help
Toster 3 mwore anclusse, resiliem, amd
sty labuar markel foe akl

TPl e eou r A ra
i ||I||'|‘|'J|'r.:|' Arpapn Fonmine
Herearod, Seee Tholhe Wiesbore rra
resénad Goreraomear gy Tradiir gifeer)
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'Redefine Cam

Ench ey Indla's hrightest mimds
enter higher education with drsmsof
suiess and fulfitrenl. Yit, by the ime
they gredeate, rmany are left burntout,
arcxians and disillusioned, Wyt The
redentiess pressure of campus place-
memils b torned education intoa rat
ra, where high-paying offers and
plocement parcentapes eclipse perac-
nal growih and well-being.

Aopording toa B2 sureey by the
Elatioral Institote of Mental Health
and BMeuroseEnces (Mimhans), nesariy
B of students experieno: sfress
during the placement ssson. TS and
[Ifs arenot immane, Placemrenis
have become les= about matching
talent with opporfunity and mors
aboutchasing sky-high salaries
houeet Insthotionsd rankings.

A i peault, students aften compromi:

g8 thedr long-term aspirations o
OIS mh.-!-l!lﬂiﬂ'rzﬂtmﬂﬂﬁlﬂlg}
tatbons, Companies, ton, struggle
find candidates wmh:haﬂm:'lﬂlmﬂmh'
needs, beading to B ILLON PBARS
and a workforee that often feels dis-

||J|||||||||||l||||.j|||||l|||I|||H|||||||I|HI.IHIIIL||||||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIII'|IIHlll||H||I|||I|IIIIIHIIIII|III||I||IIIII

connected from organisational values

Flnmngﬂﬂaum; IS SIMONYERGIS
withwmdety and burnout. Whils some
cclleges hanke tiken steps to provide
twlu%?”im' thopeeacs s (Tt e
M ins tent. Thestigma surro-
unding mental health, coupled with
the sheer scale ol the problem, afien
lesves students to navigate this pres.
-'GIJFI:I:B:]-D:I'E Without systemle nter
venition, this cycle will only perpetunte,
The current placement ecosystem
prioritses silaries ard plapement
peroEnbapes over mean ingful earees
rajectories. Hom's haw this appeoach
fallks stadents and companbes slike:

B M=t chaed expectations Many
aimdenks aocept rales that donat align
with their lorg-term goals, driven by
anchetal precanre rathet than penoine
Interegl.

B Instituthonal incentives Colapea
fecuson maximisingp ELA-
tistes toclimb mnkings. sidelining
questions about cireer satisBction
and sistainability

¥ Emplover challenges Compandes
fane difficulties in i and
redining talent, as the high-presswr
erviranment of placements often
results in suboptimeal mabchess,

This ftawed systom prodes student
wetl-belig, compromises thequality
of talententering the workfince, and
T emplovers dissatisfed. [Hs tme
i encrve beyomd quick fixes and.acd-
reas the poot crses.
= Radofing surcess Ingtntons

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-4), 18 JANUARY 2025

pus-Compa__ny Success

=

—lakhs per ansim — o I, empha
sisingjobaatisfhetion, growth potental
and alignment with persanal values,
Carear connselling should oo on
hedping students identify rmles that fit
their unigue strengthe amd aspisa o
B Hridgo the gap Bdocational inst
rutoae need o callaborate with ind-
ustries foaligm curricila with market
reexts, Inter nahipes should be refram
&d asoppartunities forexploration
ratbet Elsar dete ste poing sones to
joboffers. Programmes 1ike the Pra-
dhnn Mantri Internship Schamea, witd-
o aiens to coeate ] or internships over
Tive vears, can play & pivotal roledn
reducing the skills mésmasch

B Mormalise altsrnative cursers
Froen entrsprenenrship o creative
arte stdents ahold feel smpovesmed
o pursLe unconventional careers.
Placament ceilscan promsatediversa
pathwmys by celabeating alhumni soec-
e stories and offering resouspes for
stderits Inferested in researeh, public
service or gtarting thels oam wmntares
& Priorition mendal health Colle-
@es maist invesd in apcessible, year
round mental bealth seevices Ine

tegrating stress management and

resitience warishops inio the currl-

culum can e pstadents to handle
planming

the prasaires of carmer

Aluminimentorship programmes can
k= provide imvaluabiesmotboral

and professional paidancn,

B Revamp hiring Companies nnd
matttutbens shocld hofeely deselon
hiolisticevalisation processes. Ae
han'iourad assessments, paychometric
trsts and problem-solving exercises
canensur A fairerarsed mom an-

clusive hiring process, moving

e

vond the narrow lnsalk GPAS and

techmical test scores

B Top the potential Reforming
carpus placements {am' just aboat
easing smdent stress It'salsoabot
creatinga systam that values homan
poreivtial over numbers, Instiutions
anc emplovers must work togsthert

dhesigna placemendt ecos

that

murtures creativitg reslenee and

lomg-term sucoess

Imaginea future whero siudents
aradnate not with dread bat wiih
comfidenon, el pmed to tsckle chal-
lengges avud pursibe meandn gl o
ar= Whers comipanbes welcome g
workfare that ks nof only akiBed at
alsnaligned with their vakues, And
whwre sochely fosters o ganeration of
nnovators, dresmers and doars,

It’s time to break thechadns ol the
currenl placemenl process and mims-
gine what sucress truly means, Far the
sabo=of our sfudents, natibolions and

fuabare, let’s myilda bebter way

s ORI s )
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Side-stepping
NEET issues

The refusal to shift the entrance test to online
made is baflling, considering the crisis last vear

foer the Mational Ellgiblllul curm Enlrancs

Test-Undergraduate (WEET-UG) fiasco last

year, reforms recommended by &

government-canstifuted expert paned
offered redemplion to the Nathonal Testing Agency
INTAL NTA'S a.l:lll.'i'l'.:r to conguct the test in a manoer
it erggendered trust in the process hed come
under question last year. Allegations of questicn
puper kaks, arbdirary awarding of grace marks, abd
inflated marking eroded stakeholders® rust In the
exam process, 25 did NTA's response to the {sswes,
Firsd, the agency ed el In knats trying to explain
gway the varioos discrepancies Magesd in marking,
arsd wheen none of this sxiled, it had to ke the
refest rowle far 2 select number of candidabes,
Then. even as it latly denled any leaks, probe
sgencies uncovered paper-leakjsciving rackets that
spanned multiple dabes,

Against this backdrop. NTA chioosing i sidestep
g key pecommendation of the eepert panel, to skl
the NEET-UG to the anline mode and insiead
contimuing with the pen-and-paper mode, is
hafTling.

The pamel headed by former Isro chief K
HAadhakrishnan had called [or making thetesta
“multi-sage” one, with thresholds and fest
hectives of scaring or ranking at each stage.

It also recammen déd hodding the tesr in rddiphe
se5s80ms, over 8 couple of weeks, with transpanent
niormalisstion. Shilting the exam online. and
Ataggering I8 indo multple sEages and sesskans,
weild have eliminabed any prodpect of leaks and
miade the testing less unwieldy — the 2024 edition
saw L4 milllon zapitanis appear for the tegtona
single day, with question papers seal bo hundreds
of cemvtres acrass the country, Increasing

wubnern by i leals,

M LA hasn'f explained s decislon to conduct ihe
2025 edition In the offline mode, eecepa for
memtioning thad the National Medical Commiasan,
the coumiry's medical educatben and practicr
negalation, wanted it this way. Given how the mose
hns stirred pnease AMORE REPATANLE — over leak
rachels geiting scrivated agaln and souppering
chances of genuine candidales — such abdimtion of
responsibdlity is probiematic, There not being
encaph dme far dspirants 1o become famdliar withn
N [eshing pattern befare the exam — a reasan
praffered by o senlor cducstion ministry official —  ©
doesn't justihy postponing the shift twonpline lesting,
Onee baich af aspirands, nomatier whien the shift
hapgees, will be the pllot peod and will face the sme
uslamiliarity ghout which there are apprehensions
al present, Limstions relating to aspirants’ ACEnEs,
capecially in rural areas, though mesl atbenidon as
e e shortage of Infrastruciuse io roll aut an
oiline NEET-UG, The expert panel recoenmended at
Ieast one anlis R86ng centre i esch districr, and
sefling thise up would meed an asesmantal b
wnllabiliny and adequacy of infrastmu e —
nhysical and digital — o5 welll as of personne], But
15 challenges ane surmoan ks,

A couniry that needs many more doctors (han it
beis can't let the sanctity ol the medical entrance
L come under a cloud. Wike NTA needs i
urgenuly implemend (e recommendations of the
Hadhnlrishnen mlm-lh"'llu!dlﬁ.]hn (. d
the pood of medical seats is the couniry, ol
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Andhra Pradesh’s journey towards zero hunger and inclusive education
The Dokka Seethamma Mid-Day Meal scheme ls a testament to the Stale's commitment 10 inclusivity and reforming the education systam
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Reverse brain drain: A

T

——

/

{
JAVED

By harnessing the knowledge, networks and expertise of these returnees,
India is laying the foundation for a resilient and competitive economy

mdn has witseoed a miss exodus
of talema for derades, s hi
akiilled professionals ard stodenis
Lelt thee ctvamtry in seach of betier
oppuctunities shredd, This Fh.l!
nmpmun.krmﬁlsww.hu his-
eaically dﬂtd ke couniry of i
brightist misds. However, the tlde w
rewersing., with individails ssurning e
thelr bome couniry, snscen in the pecesl

frast. With sogoired skillcand rich rxpe- &8

remice, the sevizse brain drain’ i merwas-
ingly Beeumisg o powerfad force im
|ni.:|':. eoomoemac groreih il ﬁtlﬂﬂp
ment. This comes the: beckdrop
af Indias fast- aonpoeric growih,
:l:l;'lhnri:lin BOMEENMETA Initialives
and an .« i EBLNE urial #co
|mﬂmh.nu!d-=|ht£':rmﬁmmﬂlg:
tive destination for giobal wheat, includ-
I;:.El’rlhn“ wha omoe befe i1 shores. This
in nut abow Just peopls caming
back: Hi’ abmat knowledge transfer, inno-
vartlan, and ghehal networks essental 1o
buildisg a competikive and resilio=
ECONAmY.
Ecomomic anld Batreprengacial
ﬂppumnuln e Refurn
[ roost casew, what hid csugsd this
reverse luain drain s the prospect of
avallable epporiunites m The
gruwih pariern of Tndiaas & conntry with
an upwird poonomic Iui_iﬁm oty
wriith 1 demased for sciends, nokg

and innowstian skills from peolesionals |

in their felds,

Heturnees easity pot sbinrbed in sesabl:
roles since Hesls imemmataenal
eits them om wp of the sought-
idales iL starfups, lagge inabseal
comparies, and resckrch cembres.
Guwersamenl initatives like Make ™
Indis, Staroap Indid, and Atemanirbdar
Bhiarst have further made Indiz maore
arbactren. Thess inliistives EpDRTAEE

r:ll:l:pm-uunhim-:-di—r:hmi.md - |

wilhem by cBRering ﬂnl:.l.iu |nl::th=|..
replainry su i, and sCess 10 inloa:
ﬂﬂgﬂu.rﬁni?dm tnden jrn.
als witeos hadl warlies worked in global hilks
such ik Sitienn Yalley acc relurning ke
shart [hesy siaTTups of ke up ladecship
rales in Lndlam anlnrlm.
Fea example, sevars Indias ciliepee-
newis whe have relussed fram e
Linined Stabes o the Linited Kingdom are
gt ihe Belm of billion-dular sartups in

Indin Beday.

They cul Gcroes Matech, e:commEzes; |

keahh bech, and prnesihle mesgy BmINE
ather secinrs that credbe joha dmed spas
aconomisc growih, Their ghebal nes-
weoricn aid prcess b waniure capilal m
thess 3 compaetitive adge that will i
thein 1o acale their Businesc quicklyand
#lFecLively.

The Rols of Orvwrecis Education ia

Tube
. m n barehs SEpvaN ik Che

Education in forei
cope of jhi reverss bawin diywin. In 2024,

miore thag 1335 lakh sudens from Ind=
arvaed educition asenud, off whitch tha
sen. Canada, the UK, Ausiralis, and
Clermany were amang e top distif:
o, In gencral apusies I n el TN,
businiss masagemen], medicse, and
pechnology atsract Indian sbidents wih
prumising <areer svenlles, This Bnberna-
dional educates equip mpdents wizh
advanced Eneledge, irchnizal skl and
aEubu.l Fmpﬂliw.}quiugumnh-
ahle werr enperience abroad beelore
decidimg io peiLEn by bl
P ﬂ.ﬂ-pﬂ:nﬂ hl&bfll'l

fian- |

fomes thait sieeamling e process
of sbadying abrogd, Thess pist.
farroe Relp stidents ideniiy the
bisl courses, wnSeerdrir, and
couniries based on their mplra-

A

A | trna and career poala

A ; They alss belp with vim preces
i £5, and education boans, and ceen

b
i || olfer E.Iu:l-l.dmn.ul-:ln h i
. - | everyrhing gess off smoo Iy

%ﬁr" { Theay consulfascies not omily

CII e F'. 3 o LEETS
sugcesdiog shroad bur aleo Loy the
ﬂn‘.lll.lﬂﬂwrl for aheir poteniiel

GOVERNMENT.
contrsbulions wpen relurning =

|N|T|MWE5 LIH:E Indiz while beidging 1he ?{-
WIAKE [N INDIA, | betvoees smdents ased glotal ace-

1 catinn FFFieme.

STARTUP IHI]IM F"ﬂﬂ ol Heverse Bealm [krain
™ Hﬁﬁmhg ruhrr u-.-:-.iuh hrsin d.:;;n In r:||-|
ATHARI .emumi;.'-: BN ":5 re r::
BHARAT HAVE; i bock u'?.,’ﬁ.ﬁm,fﬂ prieed

are. be the cose of i2chnols-

FLIRTHER MADE :-\_:I“ru.rnrﬁ- provide caming-

:#%?g e iaschneig

.| and cloan weergy, wiieh ST
THESE INITIATIVES: 'I'l‘l:;'":’-i i vk It :b.:h. !:,,t,_
ENCOURAGE 115, e

ENTREPRENELIR-| lagical sevances that L-rm:f:l:_bgm
SHIF: indwstrigs = ind  soSLery

| Enr:qe:]:uﬂuth and iAoy
SELF-RELIANCE, | tlen atsd pls :E"Em s
AND INNOVATION ifﬁ,ga”.‘:;*‘a‘ﬁr';;‘“w‘l‘:
El'r EIFFERIHE rl-l;-d-ll.'l:.g I.SIJIZ;I: .mlﬂ al <hal-
FI"*H:IAL enges. This not ¥ In:r-r:E
NGENTIVES, Bt sattions e

REGULATORY: Purthermoar, B profeasonals

enbansr scentific collaburatiun

SUPPORT AND: by conmweting s, 0ol

ACCESS TO setienks, therdby fcileating the
INFRASTRUCTURE

gichamgs of idn snd Fesoars
o arear wuch e he amd
romaivid ke TN Thir comsairic
imeact b3 equally sicong o= e

reverss bdln drain thens
produstivity, dres i lnegn
{mvestmend, and propels GLP
owih.
ey Challesges asd the Way
Farwind
Although reverss brain dealn
promines Lo banst Indian grosth
{mmensdy, urzaeombe red 1aps,
iafragiruciural inddequacion, and
dlering work envlroaments in
Indii veromss ward
willl atill prewent man k-
als from aoming Tiels will
oely com trun wids regisiraticn
procedures, taz cegimes. and ths
regime o Irr!H.I-!l:l:l.Il?lJ:lra-prrI:J
become muon: Amplifled, P."ih:#
rhes way furr retpimies io ealdb|
catarprisc o meeaningflly oo
tribute bn arganizatans
To b imbo: PeDICTINgG alemd £lTiT-
tieely, India ms impeoed i
infrascrectiiuse:  world-cluss
cepsarch Bacdities, madem sduii-
teal insbteticas, and Ereag
heakth care. More compeiliee
iecepives B allE AT Inhrnakien -
o tale inchude b breaks, graals
for reseach, snd eddier socess o
fundisg. Only then will the
fﬂl-grgtfun drain convert lnbg
practical ingl toemard e nulions
wosnomie growth and innevation.
Governmenl [aitlatives and
Palicy Support
The lindian n\:l'\-'l'lnnln'llh..:l-!aﬂn
E-:-Mﬁ:h-t Halisd np o feverse
i deiin [y seting ep inag
vation babs, Panding stariup
companben, and collaborating
with world ks pesearch imahi-
piben Ehe COERETE L GTIPACTING
nuich -reeded et s well as
faseiing inrosalion Wlany coul
s have Tﬂpl-tllltﬂlﬁ] policies
and ineenllves S0 EmCDUrage
skeilled profesinnals b r<lurn b
ihieir huimie couniries, For exam-
E-I.r_ Taiswdm creabud Che Huincbe
g Pack and alfered tax s
0 ecsuragy the devlopuient of

high-trch imdeirics. sach pali

cles nok only encodrgs the eelem

af wkilked professionads but alio
Fham with & platforms b

Teuris

The Global Conlest and T

i /

]
Interestingly, revers: hrata draim
je nol mh Lpdisn phessmenon
alore. Develaped couniries like
the Uirried Stab=s and fhe United
Kingdom ave bsing ralent des L0
redbCiive Immighition pofisss
a=d Timited oppoitonliie: f
i advamcemenl. For example,
Amerka’s Mewed immdgration
palician have asdvertan y driven
pumay ekelled peidesronads whi i
now contiibuting o Indigs

Fhu shift paim o o wsler par-
adige wherein devcloping coun-
trigs are bransfemational cenires
of Ernovaiion and e2onomlc
acErwily. It gould also help India
emerge 14 a global |l;k'.l In ®=c

tars runj ram lechaol 50
hlllllu.ml::g s

& Eri Fuiure for Heveric
Brals firais

The reverse bigin druin fepec-
seiils & nwr paradigm b Indias
jaurney in becsint 2 gabal een-
ramic siperpewce In this naw
sopnacin, (alem can b dn aset 1o
1hie copmkey by mistbaring lanovi-
Linin and Foobering collabsanion,
‘with goreerrsieil Buppurl, pei-
wald SETHE r|.1r'.u:|‘|i:~:|1|r:l. and if
emp hasis gn developing wirk-
class infrasirecises, the commiry
is potsed 03 barn reverse Erain
i i a vestained grassih dri-

.
I dimty] 52, this migvememl i fOL
wnly for D hut peshapes the
global mlent kmdacape with &
e peal ity of | mgartanie: aclu
wive el Sy miammic ecnin s in 3
e illlrsrﬂl“!! il ARETCON
nected workd
FThe it bn dhae fpamdicr davl
LR off Eela 4Ly wighd
Rin e pamyovnid]
To i e


Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7), 18 JANUARY 2025 


rdia = & resbuial b blssen coarniry
adormad by Bhe Himsswsn monin
birie i Hhe ot arsd the liafan
Cloasn dossm baibosis — wthare |1
imeesswith the Amabinn Sesand e
By oif Brerygal Tl Perrtuguess, Frincl
arcd Fiash, wilh ther plaes fo estoblish &
cedern, ranchiad Indla bul neby thae Biits!
|mj|;.ﬁleﬂﬂ'nllwu bl sl ek
e SOy dor prer baxo cendurios. Amd
an tFough e e Emata was handh @
slelis B thae Biritiady, ey ssopboned Indis's
Pl s A establishe] severnl offacial
ard perstnal retraals
Thi Eurcpsesans in Iraka akams had o
special attraction forthe charming Shive-
ik Hils where the Briish officais wen
pronslid at the Subatby Cantonneni? In
the knaer Shpaakks, the Haitish cificers
seipdorad 1hwe thick forests for hunting
expedibiors and on the vdges of B the
posind Shinla bown 15 shualed [| wes
Captain Charas J".-F:I:I'l_ﬂ]L:_ L l-,lr_:-li_-p:ul
aganl al the kast Indis Comparsy, who
came o the bl station and bpesma e
tewt Ensrompesain o baikd & pesmnarwnl bopme
raiar har cnigmal wWilage calisd Shamialy
in the year 1822, The wllage Shernbaly
turned o Shimds o due course &l -t
anl 1ha Pirstieh dic Larced i as thaoir aoarenes
capieal 1864, Twe Leand | Ao wihio
concerved the plan ba budfd the Wiemoy
residenoe hore and & came o fdtion
durtray the vicoreyadty of Loed Dralfestn
The s anchitect of e bulding was
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Henry frwan, ako the Chiel Supernion
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wicd L8, S Clady WAl wihio vz tha
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Comlerences, miwel as the “Sliva Con
lereree’ of 12495, This W erepal Liodige
neschoc] many aticena] eackers ol Ince like
Malwtns Canchi, Jwahadal Me,
Ml oruibres Al Poadsen M, Klay S
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dlaksgues vl conlerences. Aftar indie-
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Citadel of learning
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DEBENDRA CHANDRA
BARUAH

precise undecstanding of the
quality of hgher sdacatinn insti-
tutes (HEIs) sspesially in lndia,
remains g cllenge. The Mation-
Bl Imstivetional Banking Frame-
wark (NIEF), a uzique ranking
system, is perhaps a mtioml speroach by
the Government of Ind o address such
challénges. Starting with four categores
fumiversities, enginssring, management,
and pharmacy) in its first edition in 2016,
NIKF Eas gradually extended the catege-
ries of ranking &a 16 ';HI-IWE{J'. unirersities,
sotloges, research, enginecring, masaps-
ment, pharmacy, medseal, deital, laow, ar
chitecture and plinming, a,gun:ul,:um and
allied ST, Nnivakion, open universisy,
skill university, state pl.lmln: urvesails and
overald) 1m the recently declarsd 9th edi-
tiom, Le, NIRF P24, where 10,845 appli-
atioms from 6517 HEls across differen cat-
I"'E{II'IEE- WO apseined

Such caregarigation ks Jumﬂad Biven the
vastness aof HEIs, cumpn:m,g upiversiting
{cenirel, state-publsc, Elle-private,
desmed-private, deemed-public, open-cen-
tral, and open-skxte), collepes, 0Tk, HITE,
arl other conieally Tunded ingpiutes: offer-
ing umdergraduars, pastgraduaie, and Fhid

degrees.

The tarrent discussion 1& hmited bo e
unirersitles category of NTRF mnking due
16 Ibs significant share (B7.6%) among the
fotal 1,207 higher educabion insitule, A
mnivessity i expechsd (o be 3 rescwmed
centre of academac excellence, producing
gaality and employable human rEEclrces.
Thus, NIRF =ik 3 s00e w’jﬂﬂuﬂﬂ'm
1kan 20 perameters related to fangtloning
and scademic caputs abigned with soch ex-
pectatioes for ranking purpeses. The sif-
nificance of Uhi five broad espects, namely,
{iy tesching, learning, and resources 0%
weighage), (i) resesrch and prafessioml
pracie (30D, i) gradustion cAsicomEs
JaneR), fied oukreach sed inchesivity [109E),
and () percepiion (10580, used b0 evaluate
sruality is highfighted below.

Thi siudiént intake cepacity of 3 wwv-
siky 15 & bey crtenon Inr MTRF ranking The
demand Lo Qi seats, retonss of students
wiiltoul dengaal, compleion ol degries wih-
in the stipulated vime, and, finally, the em-
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NIRF: A parametric analysis

| - A university’s excellence depends on strategic governance, nclusive policies,
academic ouipie, and research excellence, as measwred by comprehensive metrics,

ployinest or progressien of studises to high-
er shudies Are evaimbed using data provad-
ed by the university for Bsee conseculive
years. Sensibla and continuous effors by
[hi: university to sestain the absve Bcbocs
ame crucial fo achving 2 betres ranking.
MIRF furtier considers the svailability of
sumpeteat t=achars for biacking. The ade-
sy i itoanied for by A speciSe eemacher-
':ll'm_:lenl:ﬂb:i"ﬂ 1} haged on the iniake -
pacity of sludents {not che actaal number
a-;]mibl:d}. whereas 8 Pl degres'i=s con-
sidered o messure of teacher competency
An equal propoetion of exparietoed teach
TS, pornpaming (3 young (<8 years), (i)
mitl=devel (815 years], and (i) highly ex-
periEnced (= 16 years), is desired dor a full

NIEF score. & higher number of studenta
sizad-'

beneficing feem onling edosarion (va

ard platforms soch as Massve Cgan Onling
Coursea) 38 pazt of crodit equirements is
wet anotber gumlity consideration. The im-
piemnenlattn of NEP 2030, as reflected i
provisions Ior (i) multiple-eagry-eq, )
courfes on the Indian knowiedge system,
wredd {idd) ths: promotion of regional |angusg-
es, was also coosidersd for the WIRF 2004
rankings, Universnioe’ expendiiene on pio-
viding and maintainizg skate-of-the.art
leaming mfrastrociuces A MESOUrceE S0y
fog academic benefits i smother key ank-
ing parameler. Expendivure on bufldings,
roads, eic,, is notaceounbed or s academic
axpeneiiure. It should be nobed that whals
normalising the data bi2ed on atudent
szrengis, the appeoved intake capacity (not
the aciual sdmdlced students) 31 coosidertd.
Thus, wrnt seats incur 4 penalty in the
MIFF ranking.

Fegaparch is congidered gasantial mod only
[or svaliifaceted benefits but also for ik pae-
ithve bmgact on soedents, who are poiential
resezrchers, The sumber of Phis prodoced
by 4 wsdearaity B dlao used in the NIRF
soome. A shrategic research programme re-
quires suMficiest quality publications, pat-
ents, and the Gmely comgde s of Phl de-
Eréda B0 SECure o holter NIRF scora, The
gaantity {number) and qualicy {tomE| -
tions anel taelr progonion in bop-raeked joo-
mals) of reseach publications. over (hooi
conECcUUYE ¥Years are wsed bo escimage rel
cymml BIRF soores. The pubbiearion aml ¢i-

abon counts are normalisad Saaed an che
thestred keacher stresgth (2 teacher per 15
sbadenis of declared inke capacity) ingtead
of the aebwil nuimber of teachers avaiahble.
Hormalisatinn addresses potenpial @sirep-
aneies berwees amal and larpe Farsites.
NIEF abso evaluabes the professional prac-
Hleee of & wiversity Baaad on [our pasamme-
ters, viz, (i) the number of patents (k-

. Tabetat anni] granbsd), (i) thi ameant of hunds

received for research, (i) sxrning through
consmlEmey, and Civ) inoomss fom execu-
tive developmeat prograsmmes. Dasta pro-
vidad big- this unieersy oeep heea ponsed-
ulEve yetrs are used for the mnking.

Acadesmic and reseseeh axoellenoe can-
not b achieved by ipscring the escil ac-
countability of @ university Sodally rede.
vant pamameters i MIRF Ecocag are: {1
admissioas of shudénls from other Sates
and foreign countries, (@) the propartion of
Ferndde: students & Sesiced mizimum of
204%) amd female representation i admin-
isirntive positbons (3 minimum of 309, dii)
full tuikiom (me waivers for econoedcally and
soclidly dissdveniaged eiudents, asd Civi
[acilities for physicaZy challenged stadents.
In paditiom, NIRF analyscs feedback from
teudemicting and estimated 3 pérceplicn
soecde for the universig Fiaallg, 5 uniges
sord s calculabed], incorporsting Al the above
parameters bo determine che ranioeg.

[t shealid b noted that =obilising fran:
clal resourees fom diferent solres, such
as government funds, =xtemal research
fﬁf-lihl'lﬂl. reveaue from CORSUlIamaY, e
tive development programmes, aed li-
pessEd pabent, i crucial focar fll:[lﬂ.i Sl
dents and mainfaiming qmlity sducation.
This 1z appeopranely mnudi}rh MIRF
and is expected bo be a focns B mndversi-
e, Ulniversiles shoabd B30 slnve b pro-
vade fingncial support o socially and soo-
nomically disadvantaged stedenis, offer
empleymesi-oriesied acedemic pro-
grammes, essure [MS seat oscoupancy, at-
tricl students rom other regioes (inchod-
ing doreign siudents), implemeai effeciive
academic plans {{eacking, research, consul-
Lancy, ae Eraiming) with s adeqguabe mumber
of quedified {eachers, onsesea sobust exam-
ination systems for the Hmely declariion of
risulte, Engige in culling-edge research

with quality Pn'hﬁcum‘j;mr_-nm AU
Lty ﬂl:ll'nﬂl?r'l'.ﬂl of Phils, and promaie
social vibrancy and-equal opport st for
womin and physically chalienped individ-
mls. The implementation of MEP 31020 ang
comtritrtions 1o S0k a'e additional respen-
aibilities for universities, A sirstogc and
visionary phn inwalving all stakeholders
[managemend, govemanto, pichers, siu-
dents, alwmni, parents, and neigtbouring
commanitizs) |5 essenial (o schigve the
desired quality standards.

The top L) uadsversaties vanked by NIRF
since 2018 refisct a typical pattern of Te-
ginnal diairibacion, whech hes tTemained -
most cansistent over the years, bghlight-
ing certain concérns. Timdl Nadi Bas con-
sistently had the highest number of wop-
canind unbversiiets, Regoeal belocs could
be interesting arexs of investigation, as &
univirzities within the NIRF 100 belong o
just 10 States: Temdl Nad {22, Kamatala
1L Mahargahiia (101, UF (83, Punjsh (7]
Dalhi {7), Andara (8). Kemla (4), Rajasta
18], Uarakhasd (31, and Telangans ()
Nune of the univergities in Nogalasd, G,
Madhys Pradesl, Chbartisgach, Bihar An-
rachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Manipor, o Tripe
T are ranked within the WIRF 100, Amoig
the &5 universities in Mortheass Tndia, andy
theee [Geadatl esvereity, Texpor Unive-
aity, sl Mizocam University) are moke

O erall, southern and noolem unmvers-
ties omiperform central, eastern, and wesl-
Brfl Universitien, Excepl [of o lw paep
tiors, Ameng 34 povete-desmed arivers-
tiess, 36% are manked within the wep 1600
Additinnally, 309 of 54 central oriversitics,
L% of S public-deemed universitas, 5%
ol 420 pubhe-stite eniversiizes, and 38%
of 438 privale-state universikies ane ranked
wilhin the top 100, The top 10 raedeed wi-
versltes are shared among five central wei-
versities, three srane-privace universities
gl o &ich of publicestaze and puhlic:
desmed universiclee. Akong with regioms
Exctooe, the type of university appears o be
Uy meparrant dfluescing BiCvor

Overll, the ROVECABCE, leadarghip, and
masapement aof universites speear o be
rrucial for maincaining bigh scandamds and
ackieving beicer mnkings, p,-rll'dlr.r!
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Futureskillssurvey
brings good tidings

tis a recognition of the potennal of India's growing
IECDI‘JEH‘I}' that the QS (Quacquarelh Symonds} World
Future Skalls Index has ranked the country’s jobmarket
as second only to the US. The survey looked at readiness in
future skalls, especially in the areas of Al, digital, and green
technologies. This is the first ever survey of the position of
varous countries, with respect to their need and prepar-
edness for emerging technologies. The index ranked India
globally in the Future of Work indicator, with a score of
99.1, just behind the United States. It placed the country
25th overall across fourindicators, identfying irasa Future
Skills Contender: The indicators include the alignment be-
tween skills and employer needs, academic readiness, and
economic transformation. The assessmentof the ‘future ol
work’, where India is ranked second, has been done largely
from the demand side, which reflects job postings. While
thisindicates the porennal, there is much o do to realise it
Onsome parameters, the country’s performance is poor
While it got 100 marks on account of economic capaciry, it
scored low on parameters like nnovanon, where G-7 coun
tries are far ahead and some African countries have fared
better. The report has identified gaps in investment and
innovation capacity which could  _
slow down long-term growth. [t
said that “India's overall ‘skills i UL ELERURTT
scoreis lower than thatofits coun- Illﬂ!‘ tothe US
terparts in APAC, with a particu- 8
larly large skills gap in ‘entrepre- R potential,
neurial and anaﬁ\;ie bt hut can we
The APAC {Asia-Pacific) region is .
ot fon 3 sl in these aress. [GASAIK
and will pose challenges to India.
The report specifically says that
"employers across India are highlighting a critical gap in
the work force’s ability to meet the demands of a rapadly
changing economic landscape” and that the “shortfall
underscores a broader challenge for India’s higher educa-
tion system, which is struggling to keep pace with evohang
emplover needs” That underlines the need for aligning the
country's education, especiallyitstechnical education, with
future needs, Prime Minister Narendra Modi haswelcomed
the ranking of India as the top job market in the survey. He
saidthat over the lact defaderthe"gwmmthaﬁmﬂﬁuﬂd
on strengthening cur youth ipping them with skills
gﬁhﬁfﬂl&:m mﬁmﬂrﬁ?ﬁiﬁdmwwmh-"
ieves they have leveraged the power of technology to
make India a hub for innovation an;:iu::m'pﬁsﬁ There is
mﬂ-" e tobe done torealise hisclaim. The criticism that
most e Country’s technical graduates are unemploya-
ble still stands, Ty country :lcﬁgﬁn improve the quality

Efﬂdumﬂﬂﬂmwm ﬁlmmmmHgmﬂtﬂd l'Sl
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To Al or not to AI?

Al toals, by themselves, do not have the power o enhance or diminish
our ariginality and creativity, It all depends on how we use them,
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Elon Musk and Yivek Ramaswamy,

HINDU (P-9), 20 JANUARY 2025

The impact of H-1B visas on
the tech industry in U.S.

ﬁrfmrniunmrmm“ﬁmmm

Iehn Made(

b last wezek ol 30004 didn
xnithe the holidsy ipiri

- A setion of billionalres,
poliacims, and rach wiriers wer rigued
Ty & speeciic L8, Ssinigration palicy
Uigwry shilled forelgm workens i work in
the couniry,

Suverbad pasds Ti S
Itreddentelee I]E:H";"I'm
Sriram Krishnan as his snier po
mdviger on Ardficisd I el giestaee LADL
'Within iy afier the snnomcenen,
Laiira Lodmses, § prominene MDA
SUPPOCTED, WG TaTrotroin pcal medin
poats apairal the detiion, 2alkng badian
nnigranis " thind world Ineaders™ The
rightwing infhsescar ihen dosoosd M
Knshnan, sharisg his domecile Sotaill
socured lrom e U8 Pederal Bleciine
Commission (FECL While M3, Loomer
apoixgisad G docxing Mr, Krishnan, she
TeEradne ronned is the alés thil @
number of gatied (oreim workers num
be reduced inthe LLS a5 the programme
La g tivaly inopescting native workens

Mr an kudian ineigrare
who came through the manks of o eech
firzea i1 the Silicon Valley, suppom

s T | paraenss for fech

0 amer the L5, i s hes

Tesen echoesd by several wech il lonaines.
HIA e paer bn e Tramp
adminl g, fammer PayPal edecusia
David Sacks, came B suppan of te ahe's
parmral panmer and that Mr.
Weiasnan B o) mdvossin B
remaval of resictions for & green cand
ot w ooy seeking the remoral of
Enurry dpeecile: Cips,

Elon sk s Vivek Bamaswaniy,
Eorth bl prans and Me. Trume's padks 10
oxethand tha L3, grsmmen, xv
siipipearthee ol dhe skilied Saneige worker
ViR . The meorkfs richesy man
en he wezuld g bo warT o defesd
e progranmed. [ an X pedl, ke wrole:
Thé kisigam 1'm in America alon Wil &
sy itical penple who bult Sparex.,
Tisla, and bundreds ol other comganies
it e Ammica SITCNg IS bocmse of
R~ Thvr HI-E toua Fas nol jusd spiil
MG suppoTTErs; i h.'tl-!l]:ﬂllmﬂ SDME

mrinent D DCTans, bl
r;.uml.p-uﬁun during the eection
ceasom, lrss BAD programme bashean,
Eor imsianee, Yermonl Senlor Berele
Gandérs sakd the main fonctdon of the
HL-E viz " ol w0 hiee the bess and e

1ed

hissory — o lezst frem the tme it weesl
thneagh a majue révision in the S0 - and
18 ne bmpat 0n wages amd prd ety
In thie L%

;wma:u,w&-u&mtmiﬂ

o At o 193010 Increise the
murmber wiad diversicy of tmmigranis
coming o e coeniry and (o adapt &
thie ernnamie snd social peeds

ofa world, The legidston
rivised and enpanded the

H-1Hﬂa-lﬁ¢n?'lﬂmt
At mandaring emjrksess wfile

an spplcoson wit the labour
depomimeni dhal hif bigd H4E woi ks will

sk adhaersely affisc and warking
condidons of L5, werkers, {he law
moybdishied an annidal sap of B0 sy
-1 vsas for each Bscal vear.

Thiess led in a sabstmiaal
tnerease In the pumier e H-0 i
lssued and made (he prograEmes sie

high-skille
caimribooed io the progrummes bk in
aitraciing skilbed werhers al & time when
Amer kzan com were [acing

irmdnsiing L especally
froam Japan bn Righ-oec and
rmarealBDEr NG BADIOCE.

oo Valey was emegng as 2 global
tech by, SToatEang wnjineedinhnd

both imenigrants and Mr. Trumgs picks o overliao the 115 govermment,

demand (or sdeniius,
profeiicnab, enpineers, and
e ik (STEM woikers),
Trudicoral indesiries i cther pars of the
iy were alsi underpoing rapid
compulerietios, raprng STEM mie)
thee szt read By anailile in the
damestic workiznoe

T g i 10 vinas weere il 1
195,000 disring the divkoom boom befne

I the base Sip, Then, in 2004,

mdmm:w- ke for
v degres hobders [Tom LS.
wniversides. Snce 1090 ) 2005, roughly
4.5 milion HelB visas wene Bswed, andin
tive Foral year of 2023, 72% ol apporeed
El-IB patitiens wem for benefdackes bam
In India, and 85% el all apgrosed H-I6
pettons were for warlsn in

| eomprerrekmed potopaoors,

The impat of H-IB workers

A 20T arudy, t8ed "FTEM Warker, H-1B
Wiks, and Musloodding in L Cikes’ by
it gl Glowaresd e, Mvend ties HAR
warkers had & positve impact an the
wages of narive ooll ot wre ke
| and oversll produc iy in G5, dies.

The sudy examized the inlhet ol
Feraign STRM workers through U H-1B
whis s aid (heir impact s 19
cifes Berween 350 10 D000 I eoled dhat
H-1B-tdrhven increasss in STEM workers
bocaied wage e nathve oollepe-educaind
Wi A S [reroaniage poial indrehds
In thie: Foredgn STEM share ofa ciry's
emphanient bed voan Increae o anound
T8 perceniape poins in the woges of
nltivs celige-rcucabed wirkesa,

Ak, wages of ooeecoBege et
nathee workers saw 3 positve, though
smaller, ncreas. Thess wirkess
eperienced &34 parcen g poin
Incorase i 'wages For every one
pareniage poenl noreass in the Erelgn

| STEM share ol emplogment, The suly
esimaes i the grirwsh is Ereign STEM
WOrEErs may aocound for 300 10 R0 of
aggragaoy phoduciivity groerh in the 105,
Tressen B0 wind JOUCL Pagt feewsmd
204, and the Impac of Mnsige worsers
an LS. e pes snd peod v iy condeued
1 b reitive,

I a folow-up sy, dued
‘temigration’s EBeci on U5 Wages and
Evsploymeni Badis, winomiss
Abesxmeing Caiurni and Cliraned Peel o
| that immigrants and nadve workers

complarmang wach odher mihe abour
[ markel. b el sesenech i exsemines
the broader impact of Enmigearion o (e
| LLS, Imboser marked benesen 20040 aed
00, thiy Fatiind il bmrdgranis ohen
| speciilse n difizreat and caeeplamentirg
[ necupations comgared oo reidve woakars,
(Y1 ifhllnud,rdm doscamienis thi
I impact of BAE wockena i bnnvation and
prodect comimerdal isdion, Hareand
Husingw Schoul Pmlemnr WHlam Eer
nores ither Skiliad megranis have
| conmibuied signiicanily & 13, patent
actiwity, partiosarly in smerging
-.:—-rl-'nirll-ltmn m}:_f:ﬁ
Economics a1 Rugens Univegicy,
shiram in ber reeach e HAE woc ks
Wi RAARION [0 permanent rsidensy
1end 1o b partlealacly nnovadve and
enirepreneurial, chin Bainding
companies that creas: Jobs for 115
workers

|

| Talent comesalrum, in the age of A1
Detpite ke positve Impasct of HaB
workers on the ILE e0oaniey, dppanenis
ef the viza programme ane fmr
pesiricoes aed hwosing die member of
legal iumigranse. Some crigciams,
pardcubury the moes agalrer Iin oach
SeTACES Crganies like i and
Cegmbear, are wellald.

Thess companies deseloped 3 businss
msdid dhey, rombinesd ofhon:
develo paien) carezes in Indi with s2die
[primence In the 1T, Be=ditaied by H-1B.
wisas Thes model, somedmes called the
“global deliwery inodel” sansiormed e
MMWM md“'h delreered iz 105,
X Bl make 3
Dﬂfﬁ!ﬂﬂﬁimttmmtﬂs.
ECONTIR
‘Thaisie compamles typically ek among

the o BB sponenrs annually, For
|EECE, i1 Eany years hebween
ARG, Indlan sdinpanies aoopuried
Fir 3 pubstancl porton ol sl H-10 visa
Pfhﬂ-ﬁﬂtTHJhumbuimru.m

will S well far e iretoming Trumg
acdministration po ook Lo e prcos:
nd pecdeall 4 shilled worker iImmigratine
prodliy that puriisriLisees the skill and
educatonal background ol an indaideal

ear 3 comremy’s probe makdog Dk nst.
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JoIN THE EDUCATION DOTS

Quality of higher education is an outcome of quality of primary education in India

ASUDOEM EXFANSI0N inamy organisation of-
e lesads ro oo in e uuality of B pood-
ucts, ushesing ina senious ioss of instimmional
credibrility In scademnicoindies it hos beenwit-
messed in repoted aniversities, well-estab-
e srbanls. and aten the gysnents vanag-
ing large numbers of instinations. The nes
hefigil sulfeved Iy povermment schooks i5.2 cee
i i e Al TS iy Ry i e
i comvinoed The indlan educanon sestemob-
served 3 bip attindinal drange from “whyied-
g ™ 1o U e For " pood educalioning
e st o ey o by b adso o ks,
The post-independence expansicn of
sefced educatiory, e comsamuentdy, higher
PRI AN was EeviEble, Hoeswor, there v
a senicas deficir in gualified and competent
meanpoaeron the one hand, and the consting-
ticia] chimecEie o proeace free and compulsany
education withen 1 wears w0 all dhikdren il
ey antain 1< years ol age oo themher, Thanks
to the leadershep, our achisvements i edica-
o disserve aprurecia tion o the efforts made
e ExTre ey il e FesTnic TS Ciiciain-
S, Fnom 8 @Ry e of anound 18-70
per cent i neary B0 per cent againat 2 pop-
lation rise of 100 crore is no mean ackiee-
el iCrecdit rmsE ki g 1 The ST Dtional
leadership of univessiny profisssons, soonsts
e i iy Ieachers vworkd ng cncher thee most
apd IS CINCUITEAnCes,
Recenthy, the LG has foaled 2 drafit regi-
Lation sugpesting an amended famesork (o
recruil vice-thancellors Unfortunalely, thedi-
alegical tradetoon of which we wens gnoe
promsc], sk rodalky iprored e alssence of

W have inherited che kegacy
of grear academics and
scholars, which could inspire
the youth ro achieve
professional targers serving
the larger intereses of human
welfare, There are instandes
of a sngle leader
cransforming an institution.
l.ivn.-r:.- grear un i.".lL"l'Eil.'_lIl' L%
invariabrly mentioned, along
with cne outstanding person
who took bt to grear heiglis.

T pviiadl, Oved ool aleo say 151 disos-
wors g reduced o the el of sigperficlal
chily TV deftatis. (O expenience shivws that
I e inded gl o peepai ackkemic kaders
[Howsever, atterioe bas Bare by e n gaid 1oy
aspect. The LICT's (oous 15 onthe urdsersithes
and higher institutions. The rabonal concem
it b o et honioon

Thequalibyof higher cduanion o,
i hile e leadership. is 2 direo produsc of
the cquality ol e menany education One of
ten ciles the example of Japasn, the mins de-
s maticn in Workd War B The visionarny
benlershipreninusind with the fask of recoo-
struction decided in prigritise Lhe primany ed-
ucation and the curricuban, Inggine apriniany
Sl sk inaculbare of puniTuaiicy, re-
Apern o hard veodk and Botal desation oo e
walue of eveny i, anclueing i all o conen-
Imaicen lo naation buibcing. Leamers ohsere i,
i e i it and expenence ey day the
chrill of being nacico-buikders.

bmagines a teaches peaching ke by five mun-
e in his clas and 50 childen veaiting for
B, wiadting i e, nlbedia, @ Serrine Tn
Japai, b ool Dee rang e e teacher ol
sufler fram sell-guilt lor mosths and make
ey et an putin e effors, When learn-
s sclucaied B such an smrmnmer s
il innic e waorkang Bk, umniersi ies vl o
N NGl beaders in Lhe vice-chancellors,

W e inerined] the legacy of great aca-
dhermics jnd srhiolas, which could inspire the
yuuth o achieve professonal @igels senang
the Langer interests ol humian wellie Thers

are instances of a singke leader mansiomming
aninstitution. Every grest university s iman
abls wentoned, sog wath ome oubstandine,
TR T SR | AT RS Cioidl b
even ralk abour BHLL A8 ishras Bhadad o
[amia Malia Eslamia withoue refermng
Miadan Mohan Makrre, Syed Ahomed Kan,
Ratwndranath Tagoee of Zakir Fhisan? Couhl
Ao rerT [P ol BARC o 1SR it b
ing gravedisl to Homi Bhabing and ¥ikiam
Seaabiui? Incirachials creage grea insinuons
InysTin mices (i incivichuls and g wings
o phesr imagea i aud curiosite Epamped
saiithi ey et chie foru el the ration aid
uprade the qualiny of life ol jrs peopie,
Indiais a sugoessfiol demsocrany Chur pokrh
and vipadet ane Alwerys by inpoliitical bicker
ing. tofalby el e cheir coretinational
esponsibaiby o En e s disou ssions
0 15543 |k edlucation, acional securiny
h_rmﬂl:'il'ld Taargger: The federall sy po-
wides arrple sonpe fon delaates and disnissons
o seritus nannna e, The Ceniral Advisnng
Boaie] o E'i.l'l.lll:.:II:'I:H".[l.'u'n.BE]_ prm:kﬁ-:rlﬂ':.‘]y
the Linion education minister has 1 very wide
H-I_ilPﬂ'l-ill.'I:m'es-m-r.:buu. of staie el ucagion
ITMRISErS, Academics, and major Insimtions
Ty could discuss anml rescive Bomues B oo-
AL POy o Ehie proceduee for seiechng
ce-chancelions, besidis thirking of how m
prepare leaders at every sage ineducationsl
retuncee, iuding prmany achoals.

The wrirerwarks i edumanon, secial cohesion
Ot refigf iy, He (s o formes
I (anfy, direreor of the WCERT
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he drasft regulation by she University
Granle Commisson (GC) on the
seleciion and appainirers of vioe
chaneelloes al unbeersites has esoked
protests by non-Bharatys fanarm Party-heided
Sare govertenents. Their main objecion agalnss
thids regularion 18 thar i cossrnaees & viodation of
the Federal princples enshrined in the
Constitucion al Indi. The Stass govemimenls
coneermed Fave demimded s withdrasral.

The UGG has sought o amersd Regalation 2010
tthat pedtes to the selection and appaintment of
wice chancellors by widendng the anea af
sefection. Under the existing repalations, a vice
chancelior can be selecied only fom among
eeademicians who have o minimes
of 1 years as professar. Thooogh this
Emnendmend, il UG dedares that professtionals
with MiFpias years of cxperience In indusoy,
piabilic sdministration or poblic policy, hall dea
be considered.

Thaa drall refalicn rases serjous
canstirudonal issues which need wo be examined
by senaratiing Use politheal contest of prolest and
a possible political reaction from the UG o de
Ry bn poor.

Thi olnjective of the UGE Act

The University Grants Cooomission Sct, 1055 was
eracted by Parblament o make proviion for “the
co-ordindsion and determination o standands in
Vniversites and for chat purpose, 1o estabiish the
University Grams Coenmission®. The AL,
therefare, mandares the UGE o take all sieps as &
thilirika fla for thie pramoton and the coordinetian
ol uniwersity aducation, and far che
derermination and maintenance of sandands of
iraching, mamirdton and research in
unbmersicies F'ur]'u:ﬁ:rm'h'ﬂ; thaage Banetians the
DG can abocate fands to the enfersices
essenatally for che maintenancs and developemen
al the universities, recoenmend measures
necexsary for the Enprovemen? of universily
ediacation, advize the Umon or State governments
can thir allocaton of grants o unieensties for any
pereral or specific purpase, cnllect Informmation

o all mAamers resaling L wducaton &
India and ather countries and rrem
available bo any umiversity, regedation of fes....

S tien 26 o e LHEE Act exn powsers the LUGC
o make regulations for lmplementiog the
mandate of the Act Bul it i@ made e in hes
sierson that these regilations need tobe
mmml\wﬂn!uﬁnlrdmumhrmd? there
unader, The MeEr [Eponant arang
mmnhnmmlzemdtﬁmumaqumh:mns
recquirgd of 8 person o be appointed oo the

peacring s4slT In @ wnpensiy, the minimm
wimsiilichs of ruciboes Bor the grasn of Gy
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UGC’s draft regulation has serious constitutional issues

EIRT. Achary

& BT SECTEY
Gararal, Lok Eatha

The probiem
arises wlen U
LI begins oo
regulae an
area which &
miod, @ part of
the parent ho
— mamely the
seboction and
the
appoinment of

urriversy vice
ehancefioms

degres by a universits, and regularing e
mainienanoe of the cocrdination
of work or faciiGesIn univargites,

Bt i mat thee il o the UGE

Thee cracial point that needs (o be considersd
tiare is whatlser the regulacon made by the UGC
in respect of the selecton; qualfcation amd
nppointment af vice |5 consistent with
the provisions of the LIGC Act. A% & mamer of fuct,
rhi: Act doezs nol comtsin any provisions relaling
to e selection amd the apgoinmeent of vice
chancefiors. The fundamendal ohjective of the Act
i o destermine standands in unbversides and the
promcran and the coordination of universiy
edicarion, To [uy down the sandards of beaching
and o prescribe the cafiord of eacking
staffwhaose job is eo nsiructions, i the maln
Funeriom af the UGE = which i does by making
periodic repaations, Bot the problem arise
wlien s aremurcey hody begins to regulace an
area which & pot & part of the parent AL Roles,
and regulsdans are sechnically call
Beprdation. The subdrdingie lepEanion cin be
made anly In tomeomasce with the prosdsions in
ths deer, 1wl mgalatiom goves ikt this soops of
the &cx, B will be ulira wines the Ao, asd bencs
irwndcl.

A close reading of the Aot woulkd shoe that it
‘Wi o ANt o prescribe the quaificaions o
el of selection ol vice chamcellon:. All
universides, whether under the Unloni or the
Erated, gre egiallished under o Saquig made by
'J::rmn:hw-lep.! , itis the
legtalanare which prescribes the
mode of selec o, and oodinons of srvics ol
wice chancellocs. 1t is not the joib of the UGE. The
webesthoe and e sppoinmeent of vice chancellars
cannot be considensd o e an exerce
pannecied with mainining the sandards of
education ar premslion and coordinason of
unbversiny edacaton. The Bombay High Lour in

Furesh Peeilifinde 15 The Chancellor Universines of
Mafirmshine ond Qehers G eorsbarand this
vl In the following waords “we are of the view
Mquﬂl.‘lﬂ:uldll.‘.ﬂﬂﬂm al appoinimaent of
Pra<Chancellor and Vice Chancellar of the
Universicy camnoi be treabed as safislying the
“dlrect iypact” rest [om the standands of
edocation]”. Therefare, it is i to assume (ha
undar Section 36 of the UGG Act, fhe UGE has oo
mamilate bo make any regudation in respect af the
selection and the appointment of vics
chancelloes,

&n inbepesting constbotional guesgion which
arises n the conesd ol the DECS Hons is
wle i A Poguinion cas o ride an Act passed

sl begislanane, This queston cams up in
hy"rs:mnﬂ af 1l Imllhllﬂ-q:m af dle np'pﬁu;mmll

al sams Wice chancellors in the past. The Bambsey
High Court i the Suresh Parlichede case (rip)
ook he view that "Regeltion 7.3.0 of UGE
Regulations, 2030 eing 3 subordirare legislaton
iimde an Aot of Parliamment canmot override
plenary legisation enacied by the S

nare...” However, the Supreme Court of
Imedia, i Kahsini Rathinan v KV e and
iv% QAR 2005 SCIE7S para 27) averruled it by
hoidfing “we hold tar e (LGC Esgulations

| through a subordinaie legslation has hinding

wffiaet om the Uniwersitdes: 1o whoch it applies....”
The reason ghven by the Dovet for reaching this
eonchasion i k"% = ondy when boch the
Howses of the Parlizment appnose the regulation,
the gaine cin ke gven effect™, It may be darified
tere char Parbament does not formadly spprove
any ride o regiaiation lad in the Hoase, It can
oy umend a nae which has already come inko
aflieer tfore it i oo laid; B Parlisment amends e
rule, it will, chereafter, be sfectve in the

| lﬁmm W e respeet 0o thelr
i subordinaie |

, the obserracian of the Coant does not
LT nnmmtwuumwr
relacing m the [xying dovn of naes and
regulaticss in the Houses of Parliamenn,

T question whether the UGE regulations
cneETioe & S1am o can be arswered oody In
sers ol driicle 234 of tee Constiistion which
cieals with repugnancy. Under s Ardcle, i s
Seans k' [§ repegirant o ihe ceniral kw, the Stxe
larew, oo the mxgent of b viodd, Burls a
reguladon madie by e UGE, o eentml v witkin
ﬂmumuﬂuu{.ﬂrﬁﬂrﬁ-ﬁ'&mmdh

that f che law made by the legilapre
uhw.ur & bten regerveil [or the oonsideracion
of the Presiderst and has recelved his ascenr, it
shall prevall in tha 5rae. In this clsose the word
Lo Simply mesdes the 8l passed by the
Iegislanure and sent o the Fresident. It does not
Inchida the nades dmd regulatons widch ane
Eramed only after ascent is recebod. 5o, what
CoRTicies & Stale By is a Bl passed loy boch
Houszes of Parliament aned asganted 1o'by the
Presidant, anx] certainly pot the sghordinae
Jegislation.

A key rubing

I amy o2, the Court made a stedficant ruling
o lve guestion of mandatory applicadion of
Begulation T.2.0 of the UG relating 5o the
sikictinn and appointmers of vice chancellats &
e Kalyani Mathivanan case (upro) it ays
“Hirovever, the finding of the Bombay High Cpen
that Reguation 7520 has i be treated a3
cesmmendaody n nature ls upbeld in so fara
Eﬂmmmumtd*1unduthl
Stale Legidlaron.” This ruﬂ_ngm-rpummxﬂn
mmmmrmmﬂ} ||-|_||‘-

Y e 2 =} & -
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UGC regulations or State university laws?

The erv, of e dlepane is whether LGE repalnions fraeed by the UGS Crainn, Viee-Cliirmsm ard B oty nenilsers cunsupersede provisions of Sioie University
Aciz whikch ame laer Siate kegidana s amd s oo by the Coverve of IMsides
LETTER & SPIRIT THE GIST

E. stk Yardhan Sheisy ki
St ol Tl Madar's 1 usirersition Rty S prmes Ko
ﬂmuﬂwll\hﬂ-ﬁh% *ﬂmﬂ.:::rmml
Boxren nf these: pirits hatvu been varan ST Lot P b
Eran » frw moahs e ove oy This L s
e fF G L0 o dimgpresyiesi b e i ekl
the G ared dhas 5§ v poarwmurzan T Sabn Univmnuity S in b
regrming U coinpedtion of dis search v ol corll ns i ke 1 of
comreine: fie scleosng Wi ekt b Sieln

Thee Cormmrmear (ag mroffck Chanosion AT
of Bt unbwesithes onder (e Unisersity

the s=arch codndiies b deadii of me
iiodTerees cach fen the Crancellar, ihe
aredicoie, aal e i, Hoppees G0
Errabaarreni dua 1o.cancorse over BEAL
=l Salnmipneny Banivemiy

FIeRmIrCy.

Conlizang Bupreme Cran nodngs hine
comglcaied the: Somton Cne 361 of
JeakgmieTrs Sighpa e GOVENOES Soais
thit LCE pegul L e ri ey il
i mrémrridle the Sinie Uveseiddy Ao in
= T - o
pacdgrremis bovk ihi Sini e poverimend,
Haikding thai LGS reguistion am myereky
MEOORIPEEEAnTY FIr S uneertiar
Tl airasy his been exacerhed by
hee DA Dl Megpubdons, 2005 whiich
v g B ek S anlioey (ke

Them iz s ek siean soaad of
i Kerada il Manjeh whess nansss
onbvers e g0 B ko enibip anumi
Thii et ledd 10 2erio i demricrminn in
sheiny admiiardon, Ideding
debyyy bn pedl wppisinrenis aid s of
degres,

A eoaslivet pmal questian

[EHS are @ jobordima
freemadl wider Seodoa 365 ol tha

GG A1, B5E The cras o die dispeie =
whesher UGE regolyonna Fagied by the
U0 Chinirean, Voo Chedrsun aed 10

ndlrtrem i oo b e coniedl and
Siale Lo, lmur:{arm.thh.
e 0 3 cenl oA TS
E Coneoerent List, the enrsral L wdll
prewadl, i the coelBoing for i of te
Shate T il e vald. The woadng
al Al F540 imdieses that i applle

uaﬁu"&ﬁ'm'"’mhm" e
Conint has pamititcntly upheld ik
iEpretion in srepral Landmark
L
TEE ksting tha walfers is Ch
mw;ﬂff [P Pravdesh

(L], The Gepreme Court fubid dal the
CEnme's Segaeans Conred Order, T%

o i ]

| spd wnder the Freencal Comarasdides
Ao, 1O, eruld e repeal 1 [IOTRRIES
| ol tha L, Sugrecaze A1, 1955 B held

ool reeil ke sy eancetha yetharity. Such
debegition, I cudde, wroalid be mid,

In1 bnaion Erpros
fHambayd versur Uibas of Tndio (B84, e
Surpreme Douri nabed: “Sohordine
leghbwion maybe quesioned anaey of
rhe Eromds on sk Ingidanns
vy abnbe
QueirRane] oes tha greeend tha k does 2o
b0 i Lha nanme onderwiidi Ll
weale. 1 reay fumbes be (pesienad on
s grovarsd thay | B conmary 10 s
criker g, Thae B beae subandinaie
'Hﬂ-ll:l:l‘l.l:l‘i.lﬂ.]‘.’n‘.’lﬁﬂphqry
s i 0. fradvddriar oeegr Uiglas
o s

rithed: *[Subscrdannie loglsla tand iy
Tt s cpaaraticnesd oo e groond dal
| Ui imeormineng wi die provison o Lie
| e or el 1 152 i srap afeer
sanee sppdicalshe oo the oume mibjes
ranee. Therefoe, i o i viekd o
" Thest v B

Them o naprpugrancy barween

! peorddons ol the UGE Ac1, 1956 and Tami

| Kade's nversiy Azl beciloe 1S
s of the UGE ket addnedes the

| appaEirmen; of Vos Scconding w e
I.mup-mmh-rrnlﬁmﬂl
pelafing 10 VS B derised Jecaon

[ B61Hp1, wehieh: llow the LGE 10 define

! A uniwersicy ieaching aafl,

| aned fencxion. ETRG), witich permits

| hﬂmﬂmﬂﬂm

| ol wortk ar fasliEee b ey i, o the

| a0 Ak, 1356 Bap the ¥CE nala

| tjpaching seaf within the meaning of
g 3el I all Univerity Adte — Cenir
el Sazie - i WG 520 “offier of thr

| anwversily® alpagwith e Chascelion

| puopgstrar, Crostraller of Bxsiningdons,
aluree pwmprowtson di ral 1D VE,

M, e UGS powers under

Secdion Fid of the A areonlp
| recoiere . While the U0 @n

Univeraided gas ciboss sRede of i 10
Ioee ihian, albedi &l e sk of loging
Farsding, Thra, UCCS regalsdon T3 en
W08 oo cuais cese of asetilye
orerreadh in delegsind legulsbon ind s
vilere viepr i LGE Act, 1095
AlMlionalp the UEGy shillizg piarcr

soarareiies e 3000 wihdmewing this
pesque e i1 50 relnnating o
e st s, e

rgabmion - reflecis an igends
driven mone by sdmisiursibie contosl
ihaen 3 geanaize oifert o g
apadeimic saninds

Inecensisentics in judgments
Brrenily imoe sonil wl g e posmie Coun
_hﬁ.;rrﬂi'l;-kh::r-l.nltﬂdldhh

Inirericy
Perrevnry, Mifarmsation & Tharhm (HHE),
S o st fangn! wernon A
Snislar Cis IOT Dambiinke K
Cadfra merar Sads of Culans’ (2000 ard
B2 o D ke

BF5. (3055, e Supzrwrn Corant Laddl,
it ioun,

e amEraded nedatiora, (he ane
carned e applicable o thi (lesfone b
cabier wisdh, LGE negubadons apyly any
d:d“:m“tu:l I:u-mq:ml.hm o,
rmplaibons lose thir wibordnaty
CRARClr and sulometicaly become pan
of dhe parern At mesely by feving il

befare P el i ood mipporeed By the
mlhhul M’I‘f’tl..
Lo T TR
reosdend fued b Propeaas af
T (ot Soprnme (e
W Crrart bedak: “{Budien
ciiinie i be rule gubardinal o ke
e, vl i & i puey
inchiding dur purpore ol comirartion,
ey ane o b ireaied] as O comistred in

the paER AcL

Theees we: e T
or Tayin g sedaoailinmie hekiea
kegisangs - 3 withox proesdhr,

juatedice;
ceily aber recwiing priar appooeal Bom
Ui bygieiaiuom.

Couns sheohd recpgris oaly niks and
Tepulasoms o wredel (e allinmodbe
resshation procedine ai pars of the parerg
H.H:ﬂ.l:ﬂllhtﬂh'ﬂirt
hurve il o Eisdiad bighbtes overshgiy
ol Wkon m3pcaine ceermepch,

mlﬂ! L0 Bl sgichcanoe

of
the asd dessial ambiprines, &
defnitre naling by s Corsoniosal Barch
of the Sugreme Goor b

Sl aniny s easeria] fa I
| pestoee the rormal Aectisning of Soabe
mnmmumm_m_ﬁ

T Mt sty iy

Thars i & cornevhse sl ar

waed o Faedy arg Projak
b i o o by
alia Lics masiehin VECEETE,
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Sparking smile: Lessons from a

children’s elocution competition

From innovative tech-hased

¥

ASHA IYER KUMAR

ideas to timeless acts of kindness, the YOung participants presented

thoughtful solutions that left me inspired about whart truly makes us happy

ast week, [ had the priv-

ilege of being on the

el of judges for an
elocution competition for
students, with the topic 'The
Perfect Solution to Make
People Smile More! It was an
intriguing subject-one very
close to my heart-because [
am the kind of person who
srriles a lot. A lot more than
people sometimes care to
respond to or reciprocate,
On the street, in the metro, in
the building gallery, during
my walk-almost anyone | can
get eye contact with, whether
stranger or friend, pets a
smile. It is the most inexpen-
sive gift | can offer, regardless
of whether it is valued or not,
[ts a heart-felt gesture that
could be the very thing some-
one needs to make their day
The children who panici-
pated came up with some
remarkable ideas-everything
from making a smile a com-
maodity that fetches monetary
rewards or other tangible
benefits 1o evoking emotion-
al points that deeply resonat-
Edpwith the empathy in me.
Given that the contest was
called "Pitch Perfect, the stu-
dents brought forth many
innovative concepls Lo make
people smile, many of which

revolved around technology.
It was fascinating to imagine
how niew-age devices could
inspire smiles, but | couldn’t
help wondering.do we really
need tools and gadgets to
smile? Can't we simply find
natural reasons for it? Can't
We Creale genuing moments
that make peoples eves crin-
kle at the corners authentical-
ly?

As | waited for those ideas 1o
unfold, I felta gentle discom-
fort with the implicit belief
that nothing happens these
days without gadgets. But
then came a few gems that
emphasised the importance of
compassion, empathy, and
kindness as part of our daily
lives-powerful ingredients for

sparking smiles. This is whal
[ want Nger generation
to embody-an attitude thar

encourages them to be better
people cach day, spreading

similles through simple acts of
kindness, rather than relying
solely on mnovations.

| was deeply moved by whai
some n;:m:{e children shared,

When | asked one voun

. participant what act of kind-

ness he had done that day to
make someone smile or
brighten their day, his answer
was simple yet profound:
told my mother how yummy
the breakfast was, and it made
her very happy”

My takeaway from the expe-
rience was this: the new pen-
eration is competitive, full of
energy 1o beat the odds and
rise to the top in life. Bur it is
also brimming with humane-
ness and rationality, qualities
nurtured by the guidance of
teachers, parents, and men-
tors. As they navigate the
pressures of becoming super
achievers, they still under-
stand that the roots of happi-
ness and peace lie in kindness
and compassion. As is iy
habit, | often ask my students
if they enjoy going to school
and, if 50, why, The answer |
invariably hear is they like
school not because of what
they learn in class, bul
because of their friends. This
sometimes makes me ques-
tion my belief that schools

il

and universities should be
temiples of learning-platforms
for young minds 1o ignite and
SO0,

Their answer also makes me
wonder if theres more 1o be
desired in how we mould our
students. Have we focused too
much on academic excel-
tence at the cost of soul- nur-
turing education? Perhaps
we need o spend less time
teaching children skills 1o
thrive in a competitive world
and more lime preparing
them to be compassionare,
kind-hearted individuals who
bring joy 1o those arcund
them.

This competition, with all its
innovation and spirited ener-
gY. reminded me thar the
mest profound solutions to

making people smile often lie |

in the simplest of acis: a
word of appreciation, a com-
pliment, a smile shared,

As we look toward a future
increasingly driven by tech-
nology, lets not lose sight of
what makes us truly human,
Its the little things that have
the power to make the world
a little brighter.

(The author is a Dhubai-based
columnist and childrens writ-
ing coach. She has published
six books, Views are personal)
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/ . ‘
Rethinking women’s
education in Kabul

t's rare for a Taliban functionary to publicly
Iquesu‘un the Kabul regime’s discrimin atory

policies towards women. So, how come Sher
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, deputy minister at the
Afghan foreign ministry, said there was fio reason to
deny education to women and girls? After gaining
office in 2021, the Taliban banned girls over the age of
12 from attending school and banned female teachers
from teaching boys. This intervention, driven by a
conservative reading of Islamic scriptures, has
resulted in the denial of education to at least 1.4
million girls, according to a Unesco study, And the
ban on women teachers has caused a massive
shortage of teaching staff. Stanikzai, clearly,
recognises the implications of this disastrous
outcome. His welcome outburst suggests that: One,
the Taliban is no monolith and there are sections
within the Islamist outfit who harbour relatively
liberal views on gender rights and are now willing to
push back against the hardliners in power; two, there
is a recognition within the Taliban leadership that the
country may face global isolation — including denial
of much-needed aid — if it persists with policies that
discriminate against women.

Afghanistan has a rich tradition of women's
education, which was subverted when the Islamists
came into prominence in the 1980s. The Taliban rule
during 1996-2001 imposed harsh measures on
women, denying them the right to education and
employment, which was reversed when a West-
supported liberal regime emerged in Kabul,
Afghanistan is at a crossroads now. Taliban 2.0 wants
to repair ties with the West and countries such as
India — it needs friends and funds, especially since the
regime's relations with Pakistan have Furned ,
precarious. The Taliban has beenfieelung better ties
with India in a reversal of its previous record of
hostility. Delhi could capitalise on Kabul's need for
educational infrastructure, including oftering

learning facilities and scholarships for girl s,tl.n:‘.t..lfé(r:rlﬁ{:r
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STEM edge

ndian STEM (5cience, Technology, Engineering, and
Immhernauc&} graduates have long been a cornerstone

of the US H-1B visa programme. Their remarkable pro-
ficiency in technical fields, adaptability, and innovative
thinking make them ideal candidates for filling critical gaps
in the Amencan workforce. With India’s robust educational
foundation and a growing emphasis on global employa-
bility, these professionals bring immense value to Ameri-
can companies and industries. One of the key reasons Indi-
an STEM graduates excel in the H-1B programme is the
rigorous academic system they undergo in India. Institu-
tions like the Indian Institutes of Technology [1ITs) and
other premier engineering and technology schools empha-
sise problem-solving, critical thinking, and technical
expertise. This academic rigour produces graduates who
are not only highly skilled bui also capable of addressing
complex, real-world challenges. Their foundation is further

reinforced by exposure to advanced mathematics, coding, |

and applied sciences, which align with the needs of Amer-
ican industries, particularly in technology and healthcare.
Additionally, Indian professionals bring a unique blend of
technical prowess and cultural adaptability, Growing up
in a multilingual and diverse society, they are naturally
adept at navigating multicultural environments, This qual-
ity is crucial in the US, where workplaces are often a melt-
ing pot of cultures. Many Indian professionals integrate
seamlessly, fostering collaboration and innovation in glob-
al reams. Their ability to adapt quickly to new work cultures
and technologies is a testament 10 their resilience and
resourcefulness. Another factor contributing to their suit-

ability is the sheer scale of India’s tech ecosystem. With |

India emerging as a global IT hub, many Indian graduares
enter the workforce with practical experience through
internships and projects at leading multinational corpo-
rations. This exposure (0 cutting-edge technologies and
real-world problem-solving equips them with the skills
needed to thrive in the US market. Fields such as ardficial
intelligence, data analytics, software development, and
biotechnology have seen a surge in Indian talent, meeting
the growing demand in these sectors in the US. The H-1B
programme benefits immensely from the entrepreneurial
spirit of Indian graduates. Many of them not only excel as
employees bul also go on to Esltahlj.sh start-ups, contribg-
ing to job creation and innovation in the US. Their ventures
often focus on addressing global challenges, further
enhancing the bilateral relationship between India and
the US. However, the demand [or H- 18 visas consistently
exceeds supply, unflcrm:ur'mg the need for policy reforms
i maximise the programme s potential. Streambining the
visa process and increasing allocations for STEM talem
can ensure that American industries continue 1o benefi
{rom this invaluable resouree lnl.1i-.|.|| STEM praduates
embody @ rare ¢ FIL LRI AT nt_ ERPRETLSE, i, sund
ﬂ(l-‘]]llilh“il}'. [;||;|ki|ljj'| flen |Hl1|.‘i]ht'r1‘.i.'th|l' tar flae | l.” o
gramme. Then contrbirtions notonly bekster the LS eeon
omy, bul alse srrenghen Hue cultueal and econamie s

between Lhe (wo nanuns. g

>4


Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-6), 22 JANUARY 2025


ECONOMICS TIMES (P-8), 23 JANUARY 2025

Make (Non-US) Indian
Migration Great Again

Proactive policy can start with diaspora

Changes to citizenship introduced by Donald Trump
among his first decisions after resuming the US presiden-
cy will affect immigration from India. Of course, the
change has to be séttled by the courts. But the Trump ad-
ministration has introduced uncertainty into US immig-
ration policy. The US is the destination of choice for high-
skilled Indian immigrants, and doubtover citizenshipsta-
tus of the second generation spills over to migration flows
to other countries as well. The backlog in naturalising im-
migrants of Indian origin in the US already has a dispro-
portionate impact on their children who seek economic
opportunity in other advanced economies. This brings
the diaspora into competition with fresh migration from
India. Since Trump is emphasising skill in his immigra-
tion policy, wage arbitration may not work in India's favo-
ur. The onus is on Silicon Valley toestablish that it"s, inde-
ed, hiring the best available talent, and
not merely replacing American wor-
& kers with less expensive immigrants.

A slowing of high-skilled migration

“I Indian economy to raise its potential
| growth. The latter will scale up secon-
dary and tertiary employment as it
moves into middle-income status, and labour cost will be
a key variable at play Slower migration also favours off-
shoring through wage arbitration. It's easier to provide
more employment opportunities at home through faster
economic growth than in a world where globalisation is
in retreat. India’'s demographics are also turning adver-
geand altered migration atthe topof the valuechainmay
provide some comfort, The emerging skills gap needs in-
tervention through proactive immigration policy and
the obvious place tostart is in the Indian diaspora.
Trump's action will have knock-on effects on other eco-
nomies that rely on immigration. Its influence will be felt
most in North America. But Europe and the Asia-Pacific
will also recalibrate their receptivity toIndian white-col-
lar migrants. This could be a good time for India to make
migration more central to its development objectives, gf\®
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A Boost for Indian Professionals

H-1B visa reforms by Trump will go a long way in addressing
the anomalies in the visa system and help Indian professionals

icularly Indians, to contribute to the US economy. With Indians accounting for

over 72 per cent of H-1B visa recipients in 2023, any reform in this programme
significantly impacts the Indian professional community. In his second term, President
Donald Trump introduced groundbreaking reforms to the H-1B visa programme, shift-
ing the selection process from a lottery-based system to a salary-based model. These
changes, effective from January 17, 2025, aim to prioritise highly skilled profession-
als and streamling the visa process. The H-1B visa programme was established in
1990 to allow US companies to hire foreign workers with specialised skills. It has
been a cornerstone of the tech and enginﬂﬂ:ing sectors, enabling companies to bndge
skill gaps. In 2023 alone, 386,000 H-1B visas were issued, with nearly three-guar-
ters going to Indian nationals. This programme not only benefits the US economy by
addressing skill shortages but also strengthens India-
US ties through the exchange of talent and innova-
tion. The most notable change is the replacement of
the lottery system with a salary-based selection
process. This reform ensures that highly skilled pro-
fessionals with competitive salaries are prioritised,
making the programme more meritocratic. Besides,
now the Indian professionals living in the US will be
able to renew their H-1B visas domestically, elimi-
nating the need for castly and time-consuming inter-
national fravel, Another good news for the Students
studying in the US on F-1 visas can now transition
to H-1B visas more efficiently, fostering smoother
career progression. Now on, research-oriented institutions are exempt from the annu-
al visa cap, encouraging academic and scientific innovation. These reforms are poised
to significantly benefit Indian professionals and students. With salary as the pnma-
ry criterion, skilled Indian workers in high-demand sectors like technology, engineer-
ing and healthcare are likely to secure visas more easily. The streamlined process
and in-country renewals will reduce uncertainties for professionals and their families.
By retaining top talent, these changes will further strengthen the economic and tech-
nological collaboration between the US and India. President Trump's reforms reflect
4 strategic approach Lo talent acquisition and economic growth. By aligning visa poli-
cies with the needs of US businesses and rewarding merit, these changes demon-
strate a commitment to fastering innovation and efficiency. While these reforms are
a step in the right direction, they would require stricter scrutiny of visa holders and
employers. This measure ensures transparency but might pose challenges for small-
er companies offering competitive but lower salaries. Morgover, the shift in focus could
pressure Indian professionals to align their career trajectones with higher-paying roles,
potentially impacting sectors like academia and non-profits. gee\ ¢

-I'ﬂe H-1B visa has long been a critical pathway for skilled mi’eigﬁ workers, par-
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UGC opens new front
in federalism battle

he draft UGC (Minimum Qualifications for

Appointment and Promotion of Teachers and

Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and

Measures for the Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education) Regulations, 2025 has become a new
flashpointin Centre-state relations, Tamil Nadu took the
lead in opposing the regulations, which provide greater
powers to the chancellor/visitor of a state university (in
most cases the governor) in the appointment of vice-
chancellors (VCs). Days after the Tamil Nadu assembly
passed a resolution against the regulations, Kerala
followed suit in calling for a repeal of the draft. Reports
suggest that even National Democratic Alliance
members such as the Janata Dal (United) have raised
apprehensions that UGC's proposals privilege the
Centre in the running of state universities,

There is merit in their concern. The UGC Act of 1956
limits its role in determining academic standards in
universities, The selection and the appointment of VCs
of public universities have been the responsibility of the
state government, and understandably so, since state
universities are set up under legislation passed by the
legislative assembly and provide funds for their
establishment and running. The UGC can surely
prescribe the guidelines to be followed in appointments,
But the task of selection is best left to the local authority.
The UGC draft, effectively, threatens to annul the state
law, usurp the powers of appointment from the state
executive and invest it in the office of the governor,

In states such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala, university
appointments have become a bone of contention
between the governor and the elected government with
the former overruling the latter's choices for top posts
and, in some cases, ordering the removal of persons
appointed by the state executive. This is the backdrop of
the Opposition-ruled states’concern that the Centre is
weaponising the UGC to interferein the state executive’s
domain. The administration of public universities
deserves to be reformed. This task, however, needs to be
addressed by the state government; the centralisation of
administration is no solution ?’f‘l‘ w
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With 100,000 books, social robots and
4 community spirit, Finland's fagship
library is designed for the future
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Colomial education, labour and gender roles

he chairman of Larsen

& Toubro, 8. M. Subrah-

MAnyan, wans o Ykhoar

workwesk. In a statement

that haz led to outrage
an the imternet and memes, he also
afded, “How lang can wom stare al
your wife?™ He is jnstly being taken
apart by netlzens bt e ign't the ous
fier in & sochely ihal knows hatter
Constructing a woman's identity and
purpose in oppositon to good, honest
wark is ffensive enough batl warder
whather women who werk are also
ot supposs] (o stare at their par-
nerg bEvamd o stipulated time. But
Subralhmanyan's statement ideatifieg
the mam a= the dafaull “worker’ nthe
relatomshbdp, whills L waman as the
‘wife' Ie pelegated to domestic spaces
whiersshe distsscds her husband fom
the serious hasiness of “work”, Whils
this reveals & great deal of ombedded
misogyny and patriarchal smugness
in one of the wers influentiad peophs
in the couey, what B peirhaps nare
interecting is whal makes such a
stabemend possible, And why Subrah-
manyan i= p symplom of & far older
iHsease.

Subrahmanyn s ol the e =
som 1o ask fr for be frolbed fr) estea
work-homr wealks, India's scomomy
hAas beesn mesoliberal shistz 1991, This
meant freeing the markel Goom most
governimental restricticns and sxpo
nendially increasing the potental foe
profit-making. After all, e nsolibac-
al clpkm is rather simple — the Staie
has created & level plaving feld and,
s, anyune willing te put in the hard
w15 bound bo sueess]: ihoge who
dow't are either Ingy or simply don'l
have the ‘right smifl” i them. This
may be & gimpliteation, bt enshein
ing the nesd (o work as U central
tened of the somamy chimes deely
with Subrahmaryman's wards which
Lenply that the meore you wack, (e bit-
ber 4 18 For yoar and your couniey. That
and a ssemdngly umeanmected Wi of
ASOEYTY.

& i tyurms paat, They & SOTTECE

ad in ways Usal beve nething

to da with naoliberalism. The
hiskory of Western education in indis
can be traced back o the mfamous
Wiacaulay™s Minube in 1853 Far [rom
an adbeaistc move by ocar colanial
overlords, (s sole purposs was o cre-
ate o race of Joval and beholden clerks
to help with the amooth nunning of
thee empire. As Macaulyy pointed oud,

Arjun Sengupta is Assistanl
Professcs, Department of English,
51, Xavier's College |AMionomous),
Cakcutia

Macaulay’s Minutemen

ARJUN SENGUPTA

Thamns Babingion Macaalay (b= and 5.5, Submmbimanyan

this woubdn'd e acoempdlaked by slm-
ply teacking the natives Englizh bul
by rumming them “English in tashe, in
opirions, in moraks, and in intedlect.”
Evet) UH:II.I.I;J'I We have come |I'l|'|.E
wary, our continulng depencemce on
Western sfuraiion has ensured (hal
the colondal legecy lives om in the
masd bnstdlous of ways, Something
al hew 18th-cenloy British cubhare
comstracird ihe ddeas of Englishness
1t of some of the moest cherished
wleals ol par so-called michbe clase

In hiz seminal, eariy-fwent-
wih-conhiry  workt, The Protesar!
Erhic and & Spirt of Copliodism,
Minx Woher awilifnesg e cordwection
petween the mise of capilalism ad
Protestant theckogy in Britaim amd
the Germanic stafes His argumeni
rman B redaced {o this: ima ilen, i
redlegmable word, wherm you can’
0 anything fo delermine vour oam
salvaing, vour capacity of work is a
Slgn that vond are A goed's “Elect”
Froem this it namrally follows that
prasperify arising Oom work 5 akse
& slgn of divine fawour. This apoth-
poRin of labour made the aariing ar
maney ulmdasl an @t of worship and
when the e fanse, I8 gme rﬂF"“ll-
s I_l.'.'hl.lit AUTPOEe 35 10 (et
prafit) an aura al caleatial legitimney
O the coe bard weee sxracrdinary
leats of daring that led to an snpirs
ol riches beyvand the dreams of ave-
rice, Bul Uhis wes possible because of
ciplharally sanctiomed quakities ol o
digstry, thrift, fnd commen senss, Lthe

vl foundadonal teneds of the iden
gy of s Britsh middle class, This
wias mare than comyvendent s se
it allowed a reconcifindon betwesn &
religzan whose fumcer siated thal i
s sesbior for & carnal to pass thrsugh 4
mesadle's aye than foe & rich man (o gel
1o neaven and saked imperial gresd
However, domirdni idenlogies of cul-
tures 1o oot exist independently of
anch other. The rise of capitaiiem also
marked the harderdng af gendar e
at ihe dme,

In the 18th cemtury, bargeoning
Imiperialm crested for the fless Hme
n chear demarcation berween public
and private spaces in Earope. Tha
worhl was growing smaller, bl it was
alae pow fall af shrange, alien spac:
&5 from the Weslern paint of view,
The public space was whers anbm-
dinable money cowld be made, bl
it was also rife with dangers, boil
physical amd spiritual, and, therefore,
required  mascnline  misnesmon.
The privale space back home was
Lhos coesfrucied Iy oppesidon as
ar unpalluted shrine o chenshed

Idaszle cvminad to how the Brittsh saw
themselves, By the ih  contiary,

wamen becama Brmly bdendfied widks
this privabe domestic spaoe and even-
tually became costodiang af pood-
ness, parity, el charity, The jdeal
winsaT Was nod sappased bo sally hee
high-mdpdedniess with dross work,
Rather, abe should bo the embodi-
meent of Wesbern civilsation's hast
ideals — o haven for the weary man

tire=] afer dealing with (he cil-Hooa
ruthbssaness al thewaeld of money, T
wrikin| by oo dosdli 1S say that th

higheat Iteals af Weslem ciilisaHon
were mainkakned by this fing hoksme
heldven mon's aggmssive actwity
and wrmAn's TAnacendeni !.-;1"5I'-

¥ Degrived of opporiisitdes i |-:-.-
fir -|I-r A WOITERNE | ATy
o b beaaidfiod, Eke |I.-.".||I||r.. 11l
meni of présl dpiriiial worth fo be
dtarec] il

would make (ts way inta our nor

magive Mens odo anl educationg
system still e to a disdnotly colo
mhal legacy. Subrabmamyaris stam
iwenie gre mace possible v cerinin
aasumptions that have becomss part of
onr pountry's sodiural fubric. These
ageumpiions Jdepsrmine not anly baw
wil approsch e Inportance and the
role afl "work' In ovr Bves bt are alsc
interinked with ideas of garsier noles
and social and moral worth. What
is perhaps more dangerous is (et
Subrabmenyan is entirely obindos
i ke immplications of ks statemsent
amce they appear 1o hem oo be simply
abaut *harw thee workd warks”

[t's bewny 34 years sinee liberalisa-
than, arw T8 yeirs since ndependence,
but It seems. fhal Macaulay's plan
15 30i producing, n very urexpect-
ed ways, "5 class of parssas, Indkan
in blood amd colour, bal English in
agte, in opbnicms. in moraks, and i
intellect " i Moy e/,

] t wag evitabde thal mest ol this
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Should Governors head State universities?
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COURSE CORRECTION

Anon-binarylenson
classroominclusivity

Non-binary narratives
inlearning practices
can foster social
consciousness outside
classrooms

FNARLIPA DES AND ANIHET HANDAN

Tne,ei: a pervinent questian that
reverberates through the very
fabrie of inclosive education
What does it tnaly mean o belong
in & classroom? A question that has
prafound gnificance, especlally for
ran-hinary @slents navigaring bine-
ry-oriemted classronnss. This concemn
FEMILTES DOt JUST & TEsponae, bt a re-
ik ol wihat classrooens can and
shiotld be = & wansformative areno
where every smadent fecls seen, heard,
andEnciaded
Kecently, the Karmaiaks High

Court, In hearing a writ pettion (WP |

148053031 of Mugil Anbu Vsantha
w Srare of Karmataks & Ors direcred
NLSILL Bengalhur, wophakd constine
tunal guarnneess for cransgender st-
il by provicding 0.6% reservmdon in
I conirgss, While MLSIU has beena
relatively inclasive campus space for
nerhinary srudaps is parmal Anoags
ing journey vowacds helisticEvclasivisy,
thes diresthoe by e High Court presents
ahey framewark for emending the
resertation of non-binary srodents
Inifa’s classroomes, Mugil Anbu Vasan-
Chia's writ petition goe: beyood

the spoddight om s single Instizution.
rather highlights a brogder systemic
Tailure almnainstrean society Moandier-
mg e addeess theceneernsol noo-hina-
Ty smadents.

ThEcalsurgentstersion o Crenzed
i tha i ‘Enlishe’ed-
esrmioel Brameworks fravghrwith cone
cermns of discrimiration end e lusion.
Shinokaneously, a discossion on e
TEMOrary perspectives on edicktion

underscares the radscal ol
subgect foemaion —driven by notions of
elEciency, merd, aml commesdificiibon.
Whille the educarion landscape claims
o pursne pew o of reasoneng and
rateaaliny that aim 10 sl lberal val-
uesolequaliy andchelepaoy ofumasr-
i, it i olten Sirierasd 1o ba téivin

the rraditional moral nrder associa
with family, gender rofes, and socsd
hierarchies 1t i also 10 be poaed thai
swilkrin b framework, inchisive sducn-
i fnrman -birary srudenis enooaniers
wnifjue coniradic s,
Thierelore, the model alinchusmeed-
BCALon yis-a-vis oo Dirdry sisdencs
cmphasises & system 1hat adapss
the needs of students rather tham e
pecting eudents o coninim 1o rgd
Tramework. For non-binary snslents,
thas approach challenges trmdaticnsl
TS A avees (e wiy Jor grearey
dcceptance and syuity.

O the comimary, the cootentof curre-
ula-shaped by the binary mainsream
- emnphiasises the 30088 constrecton
ey expounding on the coesomurs
of *rraexr wnd “wamer) hased on phiysi-
obogical dignifers, Further reimpesing
the pormativity af cis-embodimenss
bath Inaide and owsde classrooms,
A praczive thi effectively posss rars
aod gan-hinary hodies 4% exceptions
¢ "others” confnunding the very logic
of inclusivn. Acdemic rescurees amd
ceaching tectiniques often nmit dbserse
idencities, and rigid assessment systems
gnepgle o acknowledpe e Gved re-
alitses: of marginalis=d groaps, nded-
ing queer and no-hinary indeviduals:
Moreower, these inclusive classrooms

E'EEH tizouss mem-hinary discourses
tnerhvely culsidefadjuncticn to e
hinary reinforcing the biesry as the
mairsiream andd all other idsncities
and practes a5 exceplioes 1 fons it
that has hisreracally harmed noo-bina-
vy peaple and their knowledge, These
clasrsom methedd rosted in tradi-
ticnal gender robes, reflecs cis-pender,
heterunnrmraive pricorinies by fseoiring
confanoity ever dEversity, eosuring that
spcberad srrustures remaln predictable
a0 grovernahle.

Lindearning the normal
Educgiion systems Bave musared fram
spices of eritienl thinking o m::r.rhs-
WMM “Emmlg.'m
TRt
that chalflenge conventonal ngrms,
such as those of non-binary identities,
are cften overiooked or marginalised.
Enclusive sduention for non-binary shu-
dentzin ndis cortinues to facespsiemic
hwrhmn:mrhmdhrmwmm
uities, where sooess lnquakoy ecducation
mﬂpuil:r rivileging linancial capacity
and peripheralising margisalsed su-
denes. What v nead are classrocans
1har miegrate non-hinary discouirses
i Con TRy, intersecional oo
texis rather than o narrow specialisae
tion dealing with & rarified population
of non-hingry people - lassroons that
eiteaurage stk o unlesm the be
gemeres ol prranging bodicsand ther
prefereness o b ry o beporics.

InImchia, the copsurutoanal mendace -
of equality and the Right to Eduation
(FTE}) Acr, HO0E, gusrancees free and
01 ecfoation tochildren aged
tEI-_:-:-H. Thoe landiemark 2000 MALEA ver-

icT recognising e individu-
als apary from mﬁ&mm: bimary
and the subsequent 2018 Noviej Singh
Jibsar werdsct on decricninaB=aticn of
homosexuality unmder Sesion 377 by
the Supreme Courtof 1nida s bidihe
grousshwark for hroader Aocepiane
andl inclesion of gueer tndinidsals,
Mospover, podicses B the T
der Persoms (Fromection of Righs) A,
0 provide & framework for address-
g diseriminatonand snuring acoess
roedicaroo, b thetr impletmentatian
is camplicated by binary nonmativit
me {n :=I:|.mJ.:|.|'|:|.|.';|:1i.lﬂll.m!1:E meTics side-
WE ENEI LI:IA'JI.ﬂ:Ing
nunJumr:.'g.:u.idm i

Inchuedee edlucacgoan should e frasmed
A5 BN interrogaring and sugpeszive
mechanism for soclally emwrenched
prefindices and stereotvpes keading o
exciugion, ballying. amd discrimina-
tian af noe-birary soudencs in che el aes-
P,

Kierala stancls cut 4 the sy Indian
SEME INCOMPOrBng Progressive reg-
resentations of gender io schoal Te-
books, An effon i challenges mad-
tianal gender roles and sereatypes,
hriakfing Fam e noolns e morms
i priccise socinl justicr iver market
Jogec, Fora meaninggul chiangn, educa-
0L SVERETS st Fq'a-:u‘rusezr:l.l:nsml;_b,'
Ii}'ml:-tﬂll:l.l'l,ﬂ EEN-0inary narmamves

cumiculs, ind dassroam
mthmmﬁmuamn—hmmth|
rather than resrginalismg, Including
eeaching ma fowr boak sradends

. and educnrars, dhar TEpresent diverss

identities and experiences, aleag with
hands-on wakaing in mdir
siveieaching methodologies, can chal
lenge the market-driven wendency to
cuter dnly 1 doninum caliare nonns.
This shifrwouhd nodomly besefie non-bi
nary srudenss bue alse cdmvaze cmpa-
ek social eonscousness both inside
ard aucside dagarooams Mo, the
implementation of rabustasi-balhing
p:immh:ugwmmm il and
inchusivespaces in educational fac lires
can furtheraddress ndushicy chrough
:nll.mﬂ-ﬂﬁmpa}mﬁm ility.
€ afl, par
mcarhinary spodents, rmuuh':lldmrdnﬁ-
ing Syavemnic barriers and fospering
a culfure of soosprance. Hy eriting
sipportiveand affinmiog leaming s -
mnmmmmr{lmmmamamm

Shalentswhoareofien: fa
totheirgender identites. Whale thejour-
ney ewardinclusiveclassrocens s chal-

Jereging. the fewards-amare equitabde
ardenypathetic socieny - are mvalughle.
rEwra Jf i Bivaw riphes ke,
vesadervar eno' & rrans-afly; Amder &
i dsEtsRaar peierar of sociagy and
e-airecror & iy Ceaied e Sty of
Forro! Inoiwrfarime MLSTLL 2
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\sformative power of sports

CARLOCS DIEZ BE LA
LASTRA

Sports tourism is projected to reach $1.33 trillion by 2052. "This staristics
underscore the immense career potential within this dynamic industry

et‘lq;*v:l'lmg on the last
YVEAr s detining
oments. 11 becomes
evident that many are rooted
in the realm of sports. From
global events like the Paris
Qhvmpics and UEFA Euro
2024 in Germany 1o recurming
spectacles such as the Tour de
France, FIFA World Cup. and
weekly Formula 1 and
MotoGF Grand Prix races,
SPOr1s continue o drive trav
el, tourism, and consumer
spending on an unprecedent-
ed scale
The economic sigruficance of
sports 15 slaggering,
According to the Sports
Cilobal Market Report 20024,
the global sporis market s
expected to : from 5480
billion in 2023 to over 3500
billion in 2024, reflecting an
annual growth rate of 5.6 per
cent. Sports tourism, a rapd-
ly expanding segment, is pro-
jected to reach $1.33 trillion
: 2032, fueled by a com-
pound annual growth rate of
10 per cent. These statistics
underscore not only the uni-
versal allure of sports but also
the immense career potential
within this dynamic industry.
Thas E]‘ﬁw‘l;h ."ii.E,TIEJE ashiftin
how organisations engage
fans and stakeholders. Today,

sports businesses focus on
delivering curated, immersive,
and uniorgettable experiences
that leave a lasting impression.
Success 1s increasingly defined
by an organisations ability to
craft these experiences, which
has become a cornerstone of
the industry’s evolution.
This transformation is mir-
rored in the ambitions of
students and alumni. Many
are venturing into sports-
related careers, with graduates
influencing the fﬁ; Fif
major isations ki y
F-:nr}?rnﬂ!;-:ga;-l. Nike, and the
International  Olympic
Committee. This trend high-
lighits a gmwmﬁ demand for
professionals adept at brlend
ing hospitality and business
acumen to create u.tamlu.-;a..
high-quality experiences 1or
f£53h1e135. and stakehold

75,
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ik ax y

e o y b |
The expanding scope of hos-
pitality has a]sgn :zﬁfaped its
role in the sports sector.
Hospitality is no longer con-
fined to hotels and restau-
rants; it now encompasses the
design and management of
memorable experiences
across diverse contexts.
Whether managing V1P
suites at global tournamenits,
ensuring seamless. fan jour-
neys, or crafting luxury tray-
el packages for sports tourism,
hﬂ:}:nlaht},' pranciples are inte-
gral to the sports industry's
SUCEESS.

To meet these emergin
needs, Les Roches introd

a specialised programme in
sports business management
and sports tourism, This four-
year degree equips candi-
dates, athletes and enthuskasts
with the skills 1o excel in this
competitive industry. The

curriculum covers sustain.
ability in sports operations
digital transformation and
experiential marketing cam-
[praigns, preparing graduats 1o
thrive in an evolving global
landscape.
The sports industry is a gate-
way to talent and leadership,
with a growing demand for
professionals who can mno-
vate, adapt, and lead
LinkedIn reports a 23 per cemt
increase in global sports man-
agement job postings in 2023,
with Europe, North America,
and the West Asia driving this
demand. This reflects a
broader shift in the industry’s
ErFlEhﬂsis on resilience, cre-
ativity and excellence.
Looking ahead, the synergy
between sports and haspital-
ity will deepen, propelled by
sustainability, digital transfor
mation, and inclusivity,
Success in this field requires
blending passion with inno-
vahon, excellence, and the art
of crafting impactfyl EXperi-
ences. Itis time to nurtype the
nexl generation of Jeaders,
empowering them to legve 3
|-:gaﬂ“;}| the ever-evolvin ‘
WOT 5 i
o Ports and hospital-

{The writer 1 CEQ de Les |
Roches; views are personal) |
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UGC draft rules: Govs control sparks fedemhm debate
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Unlocking the soft power
of languages

There-energised Kannada
translation ecosystem is
partof a broader national

renewal

MUANISH SABHARWAL
AND RAHUL MATTHAMN

rilear Raghavan's new book Rami

Btz mnd Somie, k2 4 remarkahle

endemsur of bansrtion and redis-
covery, Itis a powerful demponsmaban
that "Barnaraks i one of Tndia's most
dverse smies, as rich in licerary and
culrieal traditians as inis in demoerar-
icstrugithes and polidead chums™, This
book, part of o re-energised Kannacda
translation scosystemL ot anby Tescues
g from higtarical mnesia bur conrb-
ares gipnificantby 1o the overdue apcel.
eratamnthe nu:inmlid:nr_iw_u_'ulmre
and goft power Infrasorwerure that is
Ligli's transtation ecosystem,

Publishing in Kannada languags
lsas bien historically robaar. Print cul-
rure originated early, with news papers
like Mungelure Samachore, founded
in 1843 {larer Kerinads Samecharg)
The Kannada Book Authorioy has an
antre histary through Kaanmde P
caka Samskewihe Parrekodliyema
Chirrlthre, and wariks Biles the Hisory
o Kermmaa Lirerensre by K MNarazim-
hacharya are insighrful. There hae
hieen strong lrerary movemenis, like
the Pragnadshila and then the modernisy
Myt hebmed by sabwarg meloding L
R Apanthamurthy Kannsla-language
publishing weday indudes presses liks
Bahurooplh and Chands Pustaka,

The English translatons of autlvars
like Girsh Karnad and Vieel Shan-
bhag are mow wikely resd {(Srinath
Perur transtaged both), However,
there i sd,ljagap in the ranskaton |:II
nonefiction. Dneaf Kannada's mos sig-
nificantvaioes was DR Nagaraj, whi,in
the 19905, bopan wiang the concept ol
“ermras” o “eulmiral amnesia’ w cpan-
ter Western preferences lor intetec-
twal undlerstanding. While Nagaraj's
WOTKS ACE KW 1ooan académdc In-
dian Anghephose audience through
previons translations of his essays
in The Fleoviog Feee and Listewing ro
the Loom [both'by Prichei Dara Chan-
tbra Sabhap, his deas have oot perhops
been ul;lm;]ualn;_'hr contedided with in
the larper Indian madnserean, /A forl-
coming book by Professor M5 Gundur,
umcler the NIF Tramsdation I"Ellnwﬁhip.
wiill biring, his ambinios posshumcusly
published work Alfmegeabla Maiou

Ehatee Progibhe w new audjences
There ig gowsd news in the matiomal
translation ecosysiem:- India's flrso
nor-peelit, open-access, and crowd-
spirceddabase of Indian manskatens
has been set up by the Ashoka Univer-
siny Centre for Transtarions amd is now
searchable ar www.bhashavasad.in,
Like any apen-source living archive,
its currentdatase - leaturing 14,000+
entries, BAO0+ authors, and 7,000+
tranalatrs - is & work in progres that
will canstanty be inprived; i is move
& river than an ocean, But even at this
SLage, it Answers questions like what s
s ks ot being eransloned, wha s pub-
lighing the oanslations whois translar-
ing. which langunges are the most s

i

i, wwhia Uve nsost ranstsied lnngunge
patirs are, ind many more, IEamenypes
o understand car mulbtilingual lznd-
senpe: the dynamics bemween bunguag-
£, the cornmunities thatussthem, and
the regiona chey belong o,
Bhashawad daia sugpests than the
125 ransladons in the Ars five dec-
adesal e Dk century beapr o L6703
in the st two decades of the 215t coen-
tury, The wWp ten ranslaoed J.a,nguag—
s are Benpgali {1,749), Hirds {1155),
and Marachi (387, lollowed by Tansdl,
Ma]ayala.m, Urdu, Telugu, Kannnadn,
Sanskrir, apd Cilis, The wop Gve lan-
Euwdpes that receive ranslamons aut-
sidhe English (half ihe story are Hindi,
Gugarat, Kannada, Bengall, and Telu-
g A happy discovery is the long tail af
iranslations from Manipur, Maichili,
Kadiva, ojbangshi, Mizo, Kokbarak,
nnd Bongcher. The tep languages [or
rranslotion from Sanskritare English,
Gujarari, Hindi, Kannada, ard Pungabic

i wiork in progress
A search lor ‘Kanmada’ requrns 1627
resulis, The “Translased Ineo’ cormen

By teatures 1,065 titdes for Kannada,
the third-highest number behind
Hindi (2,134} and Gujarari (LIP0). In
untra-thasha manslatan, the pairings
Tound mos often for Kannada were
wranglacion: from Maracki (175, with
127 of these by the same translarr,
Chandraknnr Fokale) ard Tehaga {165,
The orost-transtated muthaors are 5 L
Bhornppa and Chandrasekhar Kame
bara,

Bhashavand, like any database, is
litpful butincoamplee, However, ivwill
improve a3 the Kanmaca ecosysiem of
puiblic vsers, aurhars, and rranslaoes
ald new encrses amd cormect existng
anes Pubdishers will soon have inss-
nitipnal interfaces o add or mdify
informatan. Collaborstions with re-
pasitaries of existing records are be
ing exploced, and datn collecion work
conrimses from catabogaes, websives,
and library Gaes.

The guestons lacing the Kannada
pubilishing and ranskation ecosysem
are simiple ut challenging, Hiow dows
get muere wanslamons lar the leng eail?
How do we increase the manskstons
wiithin Inlian In g8 How do we
get bemer matching for cranslators
with authors and publishers? Haw do
weimprove book disareryand mares-
ineg myecharisms for ranskaved backs:
What ip the tmpact, if any, ol wols
offered by Amificial Inteligence on
rramslanon? What i needed for Indian
wintmg i Indian languages o beacces
sitle more widely within andoutside -
dia? Thege questions are complex, buz
Indaans have natural wanslaton can-
sciousness and must kewd the wackd in
manslation theory, study, and practee.

Lt the Chinraramale series be sdir-
el For Akshara Prakashan, Nagarniex-
panicledt an che peculiar kind of lorges
fulness in which societies farger their
aoructwres of thinking: "Thowghts thar
SeTve nedther &8 & marrer nor a lamp
are not useful. We must reconnect
with our Iang_-u.;ge: becaime they are
“seecls and felds - nkve as the minds,
rngues, troats, bodies, and air they
pass through; germinating, growing
roots, bearing fruis evodving like be-
iree™ Limguisi Clande Hapege suggeses
languages arenoracollection of words,
symtne and sernancics b living, breath:
ingorganasms holding thr connecsons
of a culrure. They alse offer egual vin-
venship, identicy, and 8061 e, Kan-
nada's ranstatien ecosystem will help
brecause thers 1§ iew enenzy.

(Metrish (s ud entrepremenr; Rabw
a5 i faeyer o polunieers ai phe New

friee Fowmedrrinn) mhﬁ[ %
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Learn to Catch Up
On the Digital Lag

A mmprehegsi?e, citizen-driven national report on India’s pri-
mary educationsystem providesa vital perspective on how effec-
tively taxpayer money is being utilised to educate and empower
Gen Next—and building the foundation for a resilient economy
On Tuesday, Pratham released its Annual Status of Education
Report(ASER)2024, just days before the budget. It highlights are-
as where government priorities should focus. ASER’s central ta-
keaway is clear: demand for education is immense.

NEP 2020 calls for universal early childhood education and
quality care for children from birth to 6 years. ASER data
shows over 80% of rural children aged 3-4 are enrolled in pre-
primary institutions. At the elementary level (ages 6-14), en-

=3 rolment and foundational skills in rea-
- B ding and arithmetic have improved
across all grades compared to 2022. Basic
school infrastructure has expanded, and
NIPUN (National Initiative for Proficien-
¢y in Reading with Understanding and
Numeracy) Bharat now covers mostscho-
o ols. Encouragingly, government school
students in classes 1-8 have surpassed pre-pandemic levels in
reading and maths skills, underscoring the importance of
sustained state investment.

For the first time, ASER included a section on digital litera*;}'
among 14-16-yr-olds. Here, a critical gap is revealed: gender dlS
paritiesin accesstosmartphonesand dlgltal ski]ls: Addressing
this gap is urgentina world where djgﬂ_:al hte‘raf;},r is as_essentl-
al as foundational education. Without timely intervention, the-
se disparities will widen, undermining efforts to equip a]l stu-
dents for thedigital age. Proper budgetingand targeted policles
are crucial to ensure digital skills receive the attention they de-

gerve, fostering an equitable, well-rounded education BE‘}T“& .

g
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Govt. schoolchildren lead recovery in basic skills; private ones

Mot all States conformed o the natonal rend. Snsdents in many Seates are vet o recover from pandemibc kows

[ vararome |

Famreen Wani
Wignesh Redkabkrishman

e closus of schools dar-

g chie COVED-H pandesn-

= iy fnpoced
thez abilicy of rursl sehoolchildren
!-'J;ﬂdtmru--!ml mambers and
resd a paragraph in teir regional
language.

uape. T Litest dito e 2004,
ﬂhl.ubud I chie Aminisal Stanis of
ucation Repor Fuaral, hreadly
inclicates that rural schoalkchildres

&y appears mneven when the daga
are anabysed m detail.

To umderstand the |marmiing
Joases during the pandemic as well
as the postpandemic recovery,
thie siory used data for Class & o
dren fromn dhe report. First, while
children showed significimt iin-

ne in their anthrmstic abi-
Irhes, thelr progress in resdiog sk
ity has been less pronctssd.
Second, povernment schooichil
dren showed strong ey in
realing abilioes, with the ghire of
thierse whio can read 3 parageaph in
their regional languape reiching
pmﬂrﬂcmlmh.w|mm=
schoalchildren hme mal some

Froem e pasklamicin.
duced decling, the mlr:ﬂm
pouild read a paragraph @ e
pional languags remained well be
oy pre-pandesnic standarsds,

hart { shos the share el
schoolchilidren in Chss § who
could read & Ciass Flevel b (3 pas
ragragh) 1n theis reglonal lan
guage- The share al governmest
school students whe could miad
the text dropped from S4.5%
Wi o J5.5% in X0E and i
prowed to 44.5% In 2004 - 2 65
percentage paint recovery. For
|,¢.;,|-J1miﬂ.ld-!“.!

Froam, 65.1% in 2008 fo 56.8% In
apa2 and mm.“:d B 50N In
204 ~ ey i 1.5-poimt IeCavery.

Third, 1he propartion of chil
dren who were able to perform

. B4

HINDU (P-7), 29 JANUARY 2025

basic arithmet: ons &x-
ceeded  pre levals

kwoch govermament and
mumhm .
Horeeever, the recovery was stron:

e among govemnerent schoolchil:
dren compared o their private

oouniemaris

Chart 3 showsy the share of rural
wchoolch@dren in Clasa 5 wha
eonilid divide Elrwe-dight niimbsr,
The shure of govermsnl aehaal
aidets Wl coishd die hes des
lirvnd Broim 22.7% In 2018 10 A%
in 202 and Improved no 26.5% In
i = a 4. 5point recovery. The
share of privace school shodenss
who cowld do the same dropped
from 39.8% o 2018 g0 287% in
222 and improved do 41.5% in
2024 - omiy a L Hpolnt recoreery,

Fomrrth, not all Stetes Rllowed
the nasioral trend, Thess wie fa-
my patterns and varkalioni in Srate-
level data. Tabde F ghows the
Srate-udss ghang of rural school
ehildran in Class 5 wieo could read
i (Tlags T leved vt £u pamgraph) in
thidr negiomal . 2EHE
202F, and 2004, § showsthe
same for those who coukld devide

tmumbers,

In | 3, StwesUnion Teri-
tortes such o= &s=um, Flaryana, -
machal Pradesh, kumi and Kl

iradesh amd Kerski, 1he share of
greernmanl schoolkchildren whi
could read did pod recover from
the pandemic lows. In Blhar, the
resding ahiliry af privaie school-
chikirén did not recover. In Chha-
thagarh, there et noo recoeery
amig  govermment  schoobchil-
diren o RETEOTE T Teate Ones.

1 Twhie 4, El:ﬁs:m:has Kar-
nafaka and Madbya Pradesh cosr
formed o che naccmal trend. Im

did mot regover from the lows re-
corded duiing the i
Eazith private and cschools. In
Eicr, En 20, thi share worsened
Further in Kerals

P

.Iag

Table §< Froms

Evaluating student S vt e

performance

Thi crars were sourced from the
annual Status of Education Repori
[Evarpl) 2024

Thve ASER 2024 surnvey wis coadumad
atram BE5 € slre b arrorg ¢ ildeen aged
5 b 15, Oldar dhildren a gped 118 wera
asied guexboas atouk thelr #igksl accean
ard usage

Enart iz T share ofichid dren o Clags 5
whotan red Claes 2- levwal b fin )

B Qo B Pt

T g |
- i
i & l
» &
2N i F]

JEau

Chiert 2z Tha chact yhawes shareof childeen
it Cliish 3 wvha can o raaminers (in S

B Covt. B Py

& hon:] W7 L.k
.
m
= ny ?i
g T
£ T 2

Table & Shoms
Erabe-wikd oty for cha 2

1] Sas

. 518
Bl ALE
LI Y
183 3TE
I55 38R
2068 5ET
455 5k3
18 33

12 IT9
Loy 154
333] =25
303} 183
24| W6
165( 265

EECEIEC Y]
63| 132

Ly H

| 01| 1ha
L a6l 393

![l_l.i ES.T
333 518

T

3a3] 381
61, 324
k3| iva
1| 333
jh7| 155
anz| 23
_i7 430

| 34a a7

A8, 5k
367, 533

| 30.3] aig
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Signs of more than a
recovery in learning

indings of the Annual Status of Education Report

(ASER) 2024 point to a robust recovery from the

learning loss incurred in the Covid years, Extended
school shutdowns, digital hurdles — lack of access to
hardware/connectivity and know-how among teachers
and households — and unready systems marked much
of the academic years 2020-21 and 2021-2022. Asa
result, learning gains steadily built over the past couple
of decades saw significant erosion. While ASER 2022
painted a mournful picture, ASER 2024 reassures that
things are back on track and, quite encouragingly, the
progress is led by government schools, which
historically have been magnets for criticism.

Reading ability — one proxy being the percentage of
Standard IT students able to read Standard Il level text—
is back to the pre-pandemic level of 27%, having fallen to
20.5% in ASER 2022, Government schools recorded a
sharpimprovement, reaching 23.4%, upnot justfrom
ASER 2022's16.3% but also the pre-pandemic peak of
20.9%. Private schools recovered some ground butare
yet to reach their pre-pandemic peak. The arithmetic
learning indicators indicate much morethana recovery,
registering substantial increases over the pre-pandemic
peak. Here, too, governmentschoolslead.

This turnaround may have been ushered in by the
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy focus of the
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, Shifting gears
from teaching only the cream of the class to teaching at
each student at her level is starting t pay off. Th?t said,
there i still a significant gap to overcome, given an i
overwhelming portion of the student population sti
<uffers from learning deficiencies. How NEP enables

building on present gains will beits true test. yt\ 47

/
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CLASSROOM SUCCESS

ASER survey shows foundational learning skills have recovered
post-pandemic. That's cause for cheer — and redoubling effort

URING THE COVID-19 pandemic, India had one of the longest school clo-
sures in the world. Digital learning locked vast numbers of underprivileged
schoolchildren out of the classroom and online classes struggled to replace
the experience and quality of teaching in a physical classroom. Last year's
Economic Survey pointed out that the gap between class standards and leamning levels has
widened since the pandemic. It noted that “improving learning outcomes and undoing the
Covid-induced learning loss is more urgent than ever”. The survey, however, struck a note
of optimism; “The education sector is bustling with the across-the-board transformation
led by the NEP 2020, which is expected to yield foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN)
skills for every child passing the third standard in the near future,” The latest ASER report,
released on Tuesday, shows that this optimism was not misplaced. It shows that classrooms
have not only recovered from the disruption caused by the publichealth emergency, in sev-
eral respects, the foundational skills of primary and secondary-level schoolchildren today
ismuch better than even that of their counterparts in the year just before the pandemic,

What is even more heartening is that government schools are at the forefront of this
recovery. A large chunk of the credit, as the ASER report points out, should go to the New
Education Policy's thrust on improving foundational leaming skills. It notes that though
states have adapted the NEP's prescriptions in different ways, all of them have adopted
the policy's teacher-centric approach. The large-scale rollout of teacher training pro-
grammes on foundational skills shows a national commitment towards addressing a
longstanding deficit. The training is slowly leaving a mark on the ways teachers relate to
students in classrooms. The ASER surveyors found that many teachers are now empa-
thetic to the specific needs of students in the early years of school. However, as ASER 2024
indicates, educating educators is still awork in pragress. There cannot be a fixed pedagog-
ical template to teach children in all schools even if they are in the same grade — a fact un-
derlined by the NEP as well, Today, teachers seem to have limited opportunities to ad-
dress classroom-specific challenges. The ASER report, therefore, underlines the importance
of post-training support to teachers, Crucially, decisions on what and how to teach are still
based primarily on syllabus completion, “Resolving the inherent contradiction between
ensuring universal FLN and syllabus completion is a question that the systemn has yet to
reckon with in a systematic way," the ASER report points out.

Today, more than 100 million children are in the foundational learn; ng stage, When
these youngsters graduate from school, the country would be at a critical stage in releas-
ing its demographic dividend — that window would then be open for at most another
decade and a half. Therefore, while policymalers can justifiably be upbeat about the good
news from the ASER survey, they would be mistaken in not readi ng the report in its en-
tirety, They must give particular attention to the passages that underline the tasks ahead.
The fukure’s at stale. ?ﬁ'l A\
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A recovery, and more

ASER report shows improvement in learning outcomes

after pandemic, signals initial success of NEP

WiriMa WADHWA

THIE YEAR ASER wrd back to almaer all ni-
ral digszricts of the country te report anchil-
dren's schoaling stanes and baske readmg
anid aritbrmetic levels, Digta [rom ASER 20124
Tl rack the progress of foandatonad li-
eracy and muemeracy [FLN ) kills across
the coantry.

Thie 20024 report has good newa B slows
mipre than a full regesery from the post-
pandemic learning losses. At the al-india
level, the propartion of children in Ciass 1L
wia are abile eo resd o theClass-1 level bad
rizen slowly from 23.6 per cent in 200
273 per centin 201E and rhen fedl drast-
cally tn 215 per cent in 2022 Two years
later, we have a full recovery with thee pro-
porticn of Chass I children mading fuently
a1 271 per cent W sed a similar pictune in
Class ¥, with the propostionol dhildien vibo
£an readl 4 Clhass 0 el text rising Eom 48
per cent in 2014 10 50.5 per cenl in 208,
then Falling bo 425 per cert in 2002, and fi-
nally recovering o 4288 per cent In 2034

in arithsmetic, the Jearming boys post-
pandemic i 2022 wis srnaller in oomgar-
iscei po reading, The propartion of children
i Class [ abke 1o do af beast subtraction
sase from 25,4 per cent in 2084 (o 28.2 per
ceng in 2008 and then f to 259 per cent i
2022 In 2024, this proportion stands at
337 per cent — the highest we have @en
i Elve Last decade, Similariy the proportion
af children in Class Y able to do Al least di-
vision stands at 30,7 per cent in 2024 —
again, musch higler than levels in the past
MLy YEArS:

1..l.rrt;~: is remarkable |5 that this reoo-
pry is complegely driven by gosernment
sehasale, Tey riral Inca, pmnr_mntn:hmls
Iawe abwias lagped behivd private schools
i beepirs of learning beve s, Thene i vast li-
erafuse an the learining dulferential be-

What is remarkable is that
this recovery is completely
driven by governmenl
schinols. Tn naral Indza,
fovernment schools have
abhways lagged behind private
schools in teeims of leaming
levels, There is vast
literature o the leaming
differential betwesn
povernment and private
srhools, highlighting the facx
that samply commparing
learning levels across the
pwn = midsleading because of
the =elf-selection efect
Chilelren whio g to private
schools come fronm mors
affluent homes and have
more educated parents
Mevertheless, ASER 2024
shows that the recovery has
been pronounced in
EOVETILIEDL schools.

tween governament and privace schoels,
bighlightieg the fact that simply’ comparing
learning levels across the rwo is mislesd-
ing because of the self-s=lecton &ilerL
Childzen who go b prrivate schools come
From moeee alffuent homes and hae more:
eduxcabed parents. Nesethibiss, ASER 2024
shaws st (e recovery has been pro-
nisuinced m government schnols, with
Tearmang kevels in private schoals still bee-
lorw pre= pandemic lrveis.

In arirthmsetic, both government and pri-
vabe schools hawe Seen large jumps in
|z W li, with 2024 lavels surpass-
ing che levels attained in 005 Here agaan,
thegains i gosmmment school £ bave been
Far greater tham thase in privame schooils,
Far instancg, berseen 2022 and 2024, the
propartion of children alde Tedo subsre-
cian inClass W increased by 366 per centm
EEETTITE S schools — froan 202 pv Cong
£ 275 per cerd — s companed bo VI per
cenl in privane schooks

Whal has bed b this sadden imprmee-
ment in lesming levels? W have pof seen

ool theis v agrmdie i the fast
20 ypars sanie ASER has been presenting
data an fundaticnal resding and arich-
metic, Everything seems tn paint bmevards
the Blational Bducation Policy {MEF) 200
and it= [cus on Soundational skalls, While
thit is niot the st fime that pogranmes
P Bee s bnirndmced o ampaee arming
wehiat is different is that it is the firse bme
tlian thare has been a sysemic naticnal
prish o amprove foursdacional leameng out-
conss, Almast all states have shown im-
provements 45 compared o 2022, in facr,
the low-performing stares like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Fradest and Tamil
M have made a rensarkabée recovery,
For instance, consiler the case of Littar

Pradesh, In 20114, anly 6 per centaf govern-
sisent school Class B children could read a
Class [ lewe] text. There was steady im-
et im thie nEsT inur pears — in 2008,
12,3 per cent of children in government
sphopls coiEld read a Class 11 beved text. LT
was one of the few states not to past a
learming Lo for Class 1 in 2022, with the
pErpaTTan nsing to 16,4 per ceng, bn 2024,
the propoction of goverment school chil -
dren in Class Bl wihd are able o read at Clags
1 level s 27.9 per cent. Thes Kind of -
provement carmel be Labelled just a recos-
ey — if signals 3 serinus iDcus on improv-
img FLN ahilities. This push has borme froits
marithmeic andin Clags ¥ isaming levels
aswiell — learmang leve s n UP goseimment
sthools have never been higher i che Last
20 wears.

Whike the case of UP is remarkahibe,
Uhere are many obher SUCCESS sloTies &
wll High-perfiarming scates Hiee Himmachal
Pradesh and Maharsshtra, whene slrmass
Mmalf the chddrers in Class W in OV
schocds coukd read at Class 1 level in 2005,
s a hahving af this proportion in 20232,
p!nrrrllwfn?d pandemic. These state: hawe
JE0 posted appreciabile learm ins,
Wt i clear F that for che ﬁ.n“:isrri Lhe
Ilzlﬂtwr:: COMARE together Bbehing ane

106 i g
sl.'lrul:ur?:l:h:ll-dl:u:!'pn PEFLN among primary

Iilla 14 2 dwverse country with
VAMIFIRON ACI0ss Shales, Fq.r?he ﬁfs: ﬁn[;f
tne MEP has sel clear FLM goals for the en.
:lnr couqitry. and states ane finding diffey-
laqmwmmmm““ﬂ goals, ASER

data kel the story of these pfforts — 5
ﬂl-l'l-"r-al'rl'rm:ulm justa r'!'.'l:l-l.l'li'[l'- h

Tl wiriter i divecion A%e
_ AAER Cenere,
n‘-ﬁ:ﬂp Pradfigen Ldum@uﬁhmddrll'ln
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ASER 2024: Enrollment up, what's ahead for early childhood education?
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Simulation-based learning: Transforming

PIONEER (P-6), 29 JANUARY 2025

emergency medical training

By replicating real-world medical emergencies, this innovative training method
bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and pracrical expertise

imulation refers to the
imitation of real-world
processes or systems for
training, education, or eval-
uation purposes. In emer-
gency medical learning, sim-
ulation creates realistic sce-
narios that replicate medical
emergencies, allowing health-
care providers to practice
and refine their skills in a safe,
controlled environment. The
implementation of
Competency-Based Medical
Education (CBME) by the
MNational Medical Council
(NMC) has shown that sim-
ulation significantly enhances
clinical com ce for both
undergraduate and postgrad-
nate medical students.
One of the most significant
advantages of simulation is
that it enables learners to
ctice handling critical and
E::h-stakes situations with-
out risking patient safety.
This is particularly important
in emergencies, where errors
can have severe conse-
guences. By engaging 10 sim-
ulated scenarios, participants
can rEpE-a_{fd]'r ]:Ira.ch:i:E &ner-
gency protocols, improve
rechnical skdlls such as infu-
hation and defibrillation, and
gain confidence in their abil-

ities.

W=

Simulations replicate the
high-pressure environment
of real mem{iﬁ. helping
individuals develop the abil-
ity to make rapid, informed
decisions under stress. They
also provide a risk-free setting
to identify and correct mis-
takes, enabling participants to
learn how to prevent such
errors in real-life sitoations.
Additionally, exposure to
diverse scenarios prepares
learners to adapt to unexpect-
ed complications effectively.
Teamwork plays a critical
role in emergency medical
training, and simulation
= 1ses the importance of
collaboration and communi-
cation, Learners develop skills
in articulating observations,
providing uﬁates, and con-

it

veying instructions clearly,
which are essential in high-

pressure situations.
Simulation allows team
members to define roles,
such as team leader or airway
manager and practice seam-
less coordination. Through
repeated practice, team-based
simulations foster trust, cohe-
sion, and an understanding of
each member’s strengths,
weaknesses and working
styles.

Structured debriefing ses-
sions after simulations pro-
mote a culture of continuous
learning by encouraging
open discussions about suc-
cesses and areas for improve-
ment. These sessions help
build leadership and follow-
ership skills, enabling team

SARBARI SWAIKA

leaders to hone their abilities
while fostering supportive
and adaptive team ics,
The benefits of simulation
extend to faster and more
efficient responses in real
emer ies, reduced stress
and burnout for healtheare
providers and improved
patient care outcomes.
Familiarity with high-stakes
scenarios enables teams to act
cohesively and manage stress
more eftectively, ensuring
better results in critical situ-
ations.
Simulation learning is an
essential tool for building
individual competence and
5T ing medical teams.
In%&?ﬁ:m EErO-2IT0r
tolerance is crucial, particu-
larly in emergency depart-
ments, simulation-based
learning equips medical stu-
dents with both confidence |
and competence. The future
of medical :n:ﬂl;lecadun lies in
recOgmising importance
of practical skills alongside
theoretical knowledge, mak-
mfg simulation a cornerstone
of training programimes.
{(The writer is professor &
HOD, Dr. DY Patil Medical
College, Hospital e
Research Centre, Pimipri,
Pune; vjews are personal)
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" "GET READY

I n 2024, one in seven children around the world

had to miss school for prolonged periods owing

to climate change-induced extreme weath-
er events like heavy rain, floods, heat waves and
50 on, according to a UNICEF report. About 54.7
million of these children were from India alone.
Worse, in countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan,
flooding destroved hundreds of schools, leading
to long-term learning losses and school drop-
outs. Missing school has the potential of starting
a vicious cycle: research by Stanford University
shows that learning losses as children are directly
proportional to sceptcism about climate change
in adulthood. Education is not the onlv phenom-
encn that is affected by climate change A report
by the United Nations Population Fund revealed a
similar link between worsening weather and child
marriages — financial loss caused by extreme
weather prompts people to marry off girls earlier,
which, in turn, causes an uptick in maternal and
neonatal mortality, Climate change can also sip-
nificantly impact language by causing the endan-
germent and potential loss of indigenous languag-
s primarily due to forced migration as people are
displaced from areas rendered uninhabitable by
extreme climate events.

These findings highlight the little-known but
wide-ranging impacts of climate change. This is
exactly why the sustainable development goals
that were set as part of the Paris Agreement in-
cluded parameaters on education, gender equality,
and mental health, among others. Yet, what gets a
disproportionate amount of attention in the policy
and public discourse on climate change are emis-
sion cuts, transition to green energy and 30 on.
While these are undoubtedly urgent and indispen-
sable objectives, other areas that bear the brant of
climate change need to be factored into the global
discourse on this phenomenon. Hearteningly, in-
terventions are emerging in India — through ed-
ucation. UNICEF has found successful models in
India that can stem learning losses due to extreme
weather, In Bihar, the ‘Safe Saturday’ programme
has reached over 8.4 million children to teach dis-
aster preparedness while keeping them on track
academically; climate change and disaster man-
agement are part of the curriculum in Kerala,
with digital content reaching even remote areas,
and Gujarat’s self-paced school safety course has
been adopted by tens of thousands of schools.
These are best practices that need to be replicated
all over the country and improved upon. e3>
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A childs failure in school exams is the systems failure
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More kids in school, bu
ASER flags issues to ‘fix’

e findings of the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2024, brought

ut by a non-governmental organisation, with the help of state govern-

ment ageneles and educationists, have come oul as a mixed bag. While it

paints a rosy picture of the progress the nation has made towards educat-

ing its children, it also points at certain major lapses and holes which the povern-

ments need to check and plug. Findings in the report also suppart the demand for
higher governmental involvement in education, especially at the lower level.

The most encouraging part of the report is that enrolment of children aged 3-5
years at the pre-primary level has gone up steadily betweoen 2018 and 2024, The fig-
ure for the three-year-olds has gone up from 68.1 per cent to 75.8 per cent and some
states, such as Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha and Telangana, have achieved near-
universal enrolment. The fipures have gone up in other age groups as well
Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala and Nagaland have enrolment exceed-
ing 90 per cent in pre-primary nstitutions.

The study brings to light an important result that governmental interventions
in education have made happen over the decades: Anganwadi centres remain the
ao-to place for Indlan children in the pre-primary age group and they serve more
than half of all children aged between three and four years. It may be remembered

_ that the low-profile Anganwadis are not just educa-

Anganwadi tional institutions; they are also the route through
centres remain Wwhich the government makes several inferventions,
the -to place for including in healthcare and nutrition, to ensure that
g0 u - the children access allround development.

Indian children in ,wever, parliamentary standing committees on

the pre-prnimary women amﬁ;ﬂdren development have noticed that
age group and thereis underutilisation of funds allotted to the min-
they serve more istry concerned. It only points to poor understanding
fan o the needs of the sector and ineffective ETDER-
than half of all ;. of programmes. Given the attention children
children aged in this age group deserve, the government needs to
between three look at these lapses immesdiately and correct them.
and four years ltWas widely feared that Covid-19 pandemic was a
disruptor in education, especially for the poorer sec-
tions of society. It now transpires that technology has helped those children con
time with their education. Access to gadgets, their use and digital skills have all
reported positive trends. True, only half of the children aged berween 14 and 16
years use smartphones for education, but they offer a ready channel through
which quality education can reach an otherwise neglected section of the popula-
tion. Technology has indeed proved to be the great leveller. _

One important trend that the survey has spotlighted is that children who have
lefl private schools and joined government-owned ones during the pandemic have
reversed their choice onee the threat vanished, The pandemic made education of
their wards in private schools anaffordable for many parents but they revised
ihair choioe as soon 2% they got the chance. This could be a reflection on the gual-
ity of education and infrastructure in government schools. Private eduacation is
here to stay but the Union and state governments which spend precious resources
running schools must inlrospect why those become a second cholee for the most
imprirtant category of people they intend to serve — the students.

't report s a reminder that the nation must provide nol only its resourees bul
also political will in a more focused manner on educating itslrchum'en IE it pins its
growth prospects on the so-called demographic dividend. =
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uring the recent
Margazhi season or
MSic season
Chennai, rasikas
(connoisseurs) hopped from
concert (o concert. While
into the music, they alse had wo
keep in mind copyright law as the
sabhas (performance venues)
forbade them from unauthorised
recording. Copyright law has
¥ seldom been at the forefront of
dizcussion in the Carnatic music
sphere as there is a general belief
* that copyright law does not apply
o i We need to revigit this view.
i In Mrictian Performing Right
Society Ltd. v. Eastern Indian
Motton Pictures Association (19770,
» Justice V.. Krishna Iyer asked
whether music meant only the
composition of a piece or
n extended 1o the soulful tune,
woice, and rendering of the plece.
This remains unanswered in
Parliament. Apart from being a
meraphysical questlon, whar is
music is also a legal question.

The idea of music

Copyright law across the world
defines music as a melody, ie., a
composition which is reduced to

print. The idea that music is only a
composition stems from a western

classical understanding of music.
The lawmakers of the lndian
Copyright Act, 1914, failed to
understand Indian music before
enacting the law, The same
colonial understanding followed
even in the legislation enacted in

1957, This excludes several unique

(actors of Indian classical msic

from the realm of copyright lase [t

i& pertinent to ask: should law
feallowe msic or showld music
follow the L

A song is born after the
synchronised efforts of a
composer, lyricist, singers, and
ather perfornvers, The composer

and the lyricist get protection over

thelr respective creations for thelr
dfetime and then 60 more years.
When a song is recorded anto 5
medium, there is a separaie right
aver the recording. Called
‘mechanical right', this i granted

i the ane wha records the song,

HINDU (P-7), 30 JANUARY 2025

The copyright conundrum in Carnatic music

Sundar Athreya
H.

dssmtant Professar ol
Law, KT Schoal of
Lawe

-y
N.5. Amogh Simha
Advacate practsing at

tha Madras High
Court

[ Miusiching

should hive the
righr (o own
their soulful
achditions (o a
soneg and also to
commercially
exploit their

(L EE LR RTHTITRE

for &0 years, o commercially
exploit it.

Performers” right enables the
singer and other musicians to
forbid anyone from recording the
song. Further, the law enables the
performer o be efigible to clalm
rovalty from the streaming of their
performances of the sale of their
music. Though this right is
available to the singer and the
accompanists theoretically, they
do ot enjoy the same in its ue
sense, in a concert space, It ks only
in prominent sabhas that
video/audio recording of the
performance is prohibited; thisis
ned a norm everywhere, Several

of notable singers
are posted by third parties on
YouTube and Spotify, which is 2
violation of the Copyright Act and
robs the musicians of the chances
to monetise their rendering. Any
recording that is done without
comsent is & vislation of the
performers’ right; it is even a
violation if the sabha does this
without the informed consent of
the performers, The licence
regime within a Carnatic concert is
complex even for music that is in
the copyright domain.

Since most of the songs that are
performed are in the public
damain, the form of music has
also remained outside the realm of
copyTight. The works of Tyagaraja
Swaml, Shyama Shaseri, "
Muddusvami Dikshitar, Purandara
Dasa, and Gopala Krishna
Bharathiar, for instance, are in the
public domain for anyone o
perform today, as they were all
cregted even before the inceprion
of the coneept of copyright.
Whaether the additions and
improvisations made by the
mitisicians also become & part of
the public domain along with the
song and whether a musician who
Improvises a song has any right
owver such improvisations remain
Lnanswered guestions.

When any performer learns
these songs from their guru, they
inherit their guru’s imagination
packaged with the original
rendition. The learner also has the

s Qo aedid thasic cawn touch 1o

the gong. They have thelr own
interpretation and perform the
song with improvisations which
may not have been a part of the
original compesidon. They may
even sing the same 50Ng ina
different raga from what was
priginally envisioned. For
instance, several songs of Gopala
Erishma Bharathi are today not
sung in the ragas that Bharathi had
composed, Does the musical
imagination to interpret the song
in a different raga become
"creativity” under copyright?

Changing the law

The Improvizsation made by a
performer on a stage could be
spontameous and it could be a
response to the interest displaved
by the andience. The choice of
accompanying music could also
result in an altogether differen:
version of the song, In several
cases, the performers themselves
may not be in a position to
replicate it exactly in the same
wary for the second fime. The
performer is neglected and there
is no scope to grant protection for
it under the Copyright Act,

While the compositions of
Purandara Dasa were
conventionally sung in ragas
assoclated with Carnatic music,
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi took it upon
himself to introduce the wide
collection of Purandara Dasa's
compositions fooa myriad varety
of Hindustani ragas. The song
Eppo Varuwrre cannot be
imagined without the soulful
teuch of Madural Mani Iyver; he has
inspired generations of singers (o

| perform the song in a particular

wiy, Does he not own his unique

| additions? It remiaing unpridected

urider the copyright Laws.
Musiclans should have the right
tor o thedr soulful additions to 5

| song and also to commerclally

exploit their performance, The

| Now of royalty from Streaming

should be strengthened,
Lurrently, music follows the Law.,
Should the law not be changed to
protect the rights of Carnatic

MItEsicEng in leatey and sparrie e
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“The old and the new: schemes to look out Jor on Budget day

sehemes sl as Bighal India, Starmuy hadia and Sman Cities Mission have recorded consistent decines in fursdin g

|. DATA POINT _I

The Himdw Dt Team

ith Hudgiz FY202526
scheduled 10 be pre
sented o Febroary 1,

here is o ook ot soime of lhe e
centy bunched scheenes, alder
H with icamtly re
duced "_!'H“I'I-E. ﬂuh'g:lm l.nd-::rlhz
Froduction Linked focenire (PLD
umbrells, and thecs promosing
Elerrie rr'!:ﬂ:lllh':f in India,

Tabbe | shows & sebect list of re-
cerly unched schimes and their
alkcatsens. It inchides the scheme
foe Enstaling solar rooftaps which
whak lyurched in 2024 ad allocai-
& 16, 250 rrore In FY25{RE), Other
schemes are the Rashicis Gram
ﬂwa,l_u'l.h_h.l:.l.ln 0 - gine pan-
chawvati raj insriuckais, el seheme
i pErzde Indusirisd Traiing in-
stifste fFTEs) and chi aortrenmersl
"8 Vishwasarma schieme, which
mims oo e e gurshising
parampara of family-hesed prac
toe of radsticmed skills. Schiemis
wich the goal of promanng Al in k-
dia such as the INDIA AT missacn
aned Ceneres ol Excellence for Al
i alsre a part of the LSt

Talde 2 shivws 3 seleo bey al ol
der s s, alfocations for which
hanvee signilicaotly reduced over the
years. Major schemes include the
Reginnal  Doneectivity Scheme,
fram waserved ard mnderserved
alrpwarts, sl che Ssnan Cloes Mis-
sipan ro prphance the quality of life
i PR ctiems, Thee promastion of the
dligitsd paymenis scheme did not
Fot sy allecatian in ihe kgt Bud-
gEL ke st incluchke [HERs!
Inde and SErlup Indi@. _

Tahli 3 shrews the complete lis
of schepnies which come u[uln the
||l|-|_.'Ju|:|.r||I.'J.iII|ﬂl|'¢'|-| [ncentiee (PLO
urphecia The burgest of hem i
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PARTNERS IN INNOVATION

UK and India can collaborate not just on technology but for Viksit Bharat 2047

RICHARD McCALLUM

[F THE LIK, wrhen | taike biorgs-had Might, drive:
acar that has connected rechnology or e an
oiline Dansing anp, i's Baedy thal insome way,
P Gapging ino technciogy that has been de-
weloped in a gobal capability centre [G0C)in
India Hoveever, fewe LE consumers apprecate
hiw technology collaborsnon bebeseen for-
ergn fimms, mcluding those i the LK, and
Irsclla’s chymamic soeemitific @lera and rnova-
Do) ECOSyS IR imapats Ehedr Bves, O saves
liviess, Jrs g s e Eh il o e ond e
dhuring the pandemic. Fechnology i a theead
that nure through every sactor m the UBIdlia
aonmmnc parmership, eaant i make the e
thaat ehe LB e Precla ane parmers nof just in
fesc gy it fioe Wiksit Bharss 2047

Iy 2034, thes LK weas thind bebind che USA,

and Chinain attracting venture-capital imest-
e N s companies. Lordkan
o has move tech oy star-ups than the
est of Burnje combined. AL the same dme,
Indlia has become a techmal oy Supenprwer,
S0-miuch can be achieved when businesses
anf s s v e pven Cotmimes callabo-
rate. This is vy the orgargsation | lead, the
UK ki Business Councl{ DRIEChwe ko md
the recent signing ol the UK-Indka Technokigy
Securiby Initative, a bilateral agreement iein
crease polaborationon energi g and critical
technolagie: There ane almmady mamy exam-
ples of such codlabaratian — che URIBC re-
certly published a repart capturing examples
Al mpresting wais foenable nane,

I financial services, Britizh banks ane
amuong the leading investors in india and are
alreadty dephoying tech-led solutions acoss
segrents, By sharing regualony Best praciies
anvl stanclards, bndia can atract moee LK -
rech companies, ther=by enbancing SME
Ienating and fnancial inclusian

Aukvanced manufacturing
and defence is ancother anca
where UK and Indian firms
are co-developing
technobogy Few markets
have India’k scabe or need for
new capability, but at the
waise time LTK frms can
benefit from India’s cost-
effective manufacturing. We
can do more o plug Indian
companies into LTK aupply
chains. Our message to UK
business is clear — consider
[ndia a strategic partsier, Dot
justa market

Mg aleader ingreenrmovation.and regul-
o, B 1R Can Bacome S s evm sy [ranei-
Tod P, paoiding green bechnoliogy so-
lutinns and access [ R Ehnoashy the Ciry
of London, The limsaie onises doesn'T respect
hortders, and Ui and Indian universinescan be
aiferee for ginhad pood. Take the Sunnse penjert
= drmilanational oltomtion led by Swansea
Urmersity with B2 academic partners aces
five countries, inchudeng mperiaf College
London, Dufoed, Canbiadge. BSER Puane, 15,
v Setpnal [T, Ve el I Cas ol
market atcess lor Bitreh businesses Chiougly
s d PoserTanient plackorms that hp&rk.
e g vk Indian iy India can
et e pand proray-seoinr end ing o ncade
EN's qindd E'l'-iIID-D'lJI'tIﬂ.:IHfHFWL'ﬂII'IZ' akmng-
skde poneveabde ere iy i belp reach 1S poals.

Advanoed manufactmng and defnce &
arccher apea winere LK and Indian famns ane
co-developng iechnokogy, Fevw mackets huve
Indid’s sCabeor need I ey Capablcy, bog
1B sarsie L e, LI fiimws can henefir froam
[rclia’s cost-efTective mmarm BOuring. ¥e can
clo mnre bo plag i oompaises ineo UK
sapphy chains, Curmessage bo LK Dosimess is
clear — comskder ircka a SIEMEGIC pAMner, nidl
jusLamarker.

Thie LIFIEL serompace and defence group,
representing 22 LK firrmes wvath 260 blica in
Elohal revenie, is rager I wpand pariner-
ships with India It beleves techinology infu-
shomn and Emeed et meo India can speed up
with certain pefinenwends fodndia's defence
aciuesition progeching — for example. adaopi-
g amaope gradwated appeoac R0 mdigenous
cantend i encouragy neign fims it the
rraskat, andl relocking at FIN dheesholds sothee
e fareign finms can participake m straic-
gic defince prugramimes. W also angue thag

e LB can oo et help s start-u ps dock
imIndia'scefence rechmalogy start-upscene,
Fior exampie, an aoceberabor programime for
high-groweih LIK firms i enter ingdia
Clrarkg the-eoonomic mintkonship s sirong
and Fring, vWie cam he more iImaginathe in
aur amditicn, AF our recent Technodagy
Futures Confercnor. Minister of Commer e
and Induiztry Fivush Goal spoloe about hive
the UK andl India oould collaborate o 41 o
virtual reakity to transform educarion and
training. Arel how a tele-modacine pari
ship coulid bnng dowm the costof healthcae
in Lhe B and make quality healthcare avail-
abie oy e remmictest party of [ndia. He b sug-
pested that the tatcoummes work o dese ko
dlirutemodeiling sools to peedicrand mmanage
tural disasters, These areecelent ides tha
i caputal. Recently, e been imagining 1
big, baid C2C-harkrd wrvestiment furd s sap-
ot collaboration heraseen UK and Indian
SLarl-ups m emergig fechnologies
Ideas also need skilled peogle fo make

them happen, I've been imagining a time
wihen vee talk about tens of thaosands of
British stoddents in India - taking atvantaps
of ecanamical courses inAl upskilbng and
dersanding the busiess oulure of the nest
SUPETTHRAE | staried with GOCs el T finash
waith e, 2024 v a goocd vear for the LK
India redaticrship. 2005 will be better, 25 LK
brsiinss leaders realie that engineemng and
reseaich Cedibres m bndia aren't just for bex
brands; with new operating models s
ril-size avel smaller s can tap into the
I|_||:i:ar|| GO phencmenon, Lets be magina
b and refeniess in pursumg the extrani-
ey peseifial af fhis melacionship,

Tteer variver 15 CHQ, L nclicn Besiniess Councd!
T [ L=
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Diminishing the
university

UGC's draft regulations are of a piece

with efforts to destroy autonomy
and excellence in higher education

Mano) KuMar IH;;.

THE FR0v 15e00E OF the draft LGC
Raepalialions J0Q5 perlmmy io th ap-
gl ol vice-cluncellen tunee baen
sighthy eniichsed e d fstieng the astoroery
of UNPETERIES, (i AT OF L, and
the prind e of Sederais me. In Toanng des

ihe poveers than b seem in baye st
sight of smporiant goalks that meed o be
kept mmin whie reyulating bigher -
ok inditutioss [HEK]

RN R e A needed 10 add ress
I Hirwever, asateacher
et unversiny, | wish i hagnlight
the sweeping set of changes propmind by
the draft regulitions ind b condiions &
appaimtmenty and peasatioes of ol
iy Laying drrnhear, transparest and sta-
e riniia, recguila ores are meani b pre-
|t pnieersides from politicsl e -
@i, EraUre sl minsirae MeounEabikng
and ineti g NM'ND'E.:M
are adopted m et prosent i the 2025
regulations will deliver 2 hody bl o
higher eduration inndia

The Linduersity Grangs Commissons
(LG | retiane does nof aanind meetting
speredlas for curricula. Hownseer, Clause 14
ool thie drad regulata s indicates aredlign-
ment of academic oS iwaets ypesc
ik nidergical aned markes- drve nelijeriees.
They empliasss contritamions in areas
gt a1 “Teaching-Leaming and Reseanch
in Indsan Kecwledge Syspems” amd
“Slartups, Clause &1 (] dbqualifies s
sizar oo wills eer B0years nf e
rerience Bren di rechy apptying for profes.
snrships emiess They serar ak assoceale
prolessorshi at e Thwee pears, This peo-
i s SR ASSELITE profsors who
currenity uakhyior prefissorshimonthe
st of then teaching and research cos-
eribgasn Tingimedug s an skdional bar-
r-rmmii[n:talmhlﬁmnﬁuquﬁl
penalses schnles oo theetr ceninbuens

Cnly 13 per cent of professors af Lewtl
14 com B prrrmsbiedd 1o Lewed! £5 This pro-
s bR a0 antinicial quoka add
arhyitraniniss . B ool creabe an uhneozs-
Ty icrathy among professors, s &
Earind 10 umdermine caliegiality and the
mqllllrmﬂwmﬂ

Tt e SR o T L and
julvanceniet Soheme | CAS appluations
to be propessed vithis 2 monchs, with
promotioes bacdabed {rp E e ERAITEITILIT
ehgilility dvie upe= sucsesaiul aRFss-
jent This ensures laimess ard proects
faculty Trom instivational delays. Cluee
5 i hewvmser nevees The backdat nzpes-
i, al bowwsngg (Rversahics no defay pec-
pastions withaoul w;Civatvl sy, This
chunpe unfairly penalmes Lnsay
MIIIInHrJII'.Tl.-Ifl:-:'nl.1Hullh‘l.dml:r
er spfbarks infenms of wmiceiy, gy, and
prefizsional reoogreiam

Thie 20718 regul st excluded bouks
ared chapliers i e gy for promatioss
Bai recgiined an el numie of joumas
prelslicani o from college il CHUVETSTEY
teachers, The J0E5 dral fegulsmm il
sbatie Hiesartier crlir ad exengd colbage

teachers oo pabilshing for proeaiion s
b Lewss] 14 Tha LIGC hadl pishied thrcigli
the 2048 pedicy desplie critcism. These
rodfewchis, afirgg varih the receni dishans
ing el 1he CARE liw ol scademec jaumals
reflec an inoomasistent and cavalier ap
proach foscholariy pebishng damlands

These ermafic and Sequend changisin
oriveria disrupt acsdersic canter pland ard
Ascounge I T
ireg and reseaech. Wi haar suneny of Fa
treatment. Divalty will resvan wiinerable
tathewdenms of adminkranors, and the neg-
by iR sevsm 2kin W pusishmeni
andaloemnind censarshep Arepuladony bealy
ikl embady the mmq’ﬁm:w.
renty, foresghi and prsdiculilicg

The Watipmal Edudatios Palicy (HEF)
2000 prepoeid o signficant upheaval =
HE peilatian, inciudng disbanding the
UGE and replacing it wilh 4 Hagher
Ederabion Commissicn of balia [HEC ) The
M esporaset] by goals, est thess remain
wmrealised tcaiies of defigs i enacting
e ey kgisaime g dructealee
forms Pesmwvile, 1 he LIGE conlifmes in
exppoive authority. isating sy guidelines
andunpheientsgrelormns far HEs with-
vl thee legiskatree Bamewsark; b supgan
sukch aTns.

gLk (s 0 D TU TS P
teners, andd g e condisons of Doty in
HEE bt historcaly been Do oo gy
SITLCTLRE T frlkowing the reooer
mendabors of Ceniral Pay Commesient
Clase 1,3 o thee 2025 Eralk repolsticias
slptes, “These shall come inta keros frem
s e of pogifcaimon, Hireeved the-date
of imnglernentatinn of the revision of pay
chall be Jamsay 1, 20057 The date ol im-
plerve st mmentiomed b i shar ol
the Seventh Fay Commesann, ifwealing A
] e of o3 - 1T,

WAy Lhis urgrmey?

Vit e hs Been i ke sl g
darmarsd to Bl Reoukgrvacansas i HEs e
pramEEEs in difli i ne unee retie an:
i A deop serme of disquitt Among
thre vetwscars for sducationas adrrserol
democracy and excellence in G
Samilarly. Trequeng g of PGt S
gukaleb ) parmcuikory n Cases ol 35T anl
OB canshulalis, [semmmg aease amoge
t heigea of repriseniazian and Afinm
iy i B A gained o note o pe-
il HELs are being actively teduid fua
abe shuckre Of theircarer seves. DETIRE
ol aie bepoming aeeped inageres-
i arad pmgpu e

1 aihogen secred Bhat e osrneni
pegiine is rmakang woenlogical appeant-
ments in HELS and the comrgdaings of &
ganriage of #ligible cvadidalis an: mis

i shortape v ol candidaiey who
are idelogrally afigred with the regei:
and wy alliiate groups. This o eviden
Froen the Tact that smallcoiifacs ol barely
eligibils peries Al GECUBAE MUl iph
ad minestralive positns in sevenad HEls
and in ATE 258, indeviduals are e
holling €harge of muliphe insiubon:
Tk gealpoaty shilt cvery lime theemine
it dlene seraping e battom of the lareel
il comdickatirs that it deerm wuiiable. The
05 dhradt regULation |8 AT ERErs
i shilhng gradpesls Thee boast e ok -
perl fram the goremmenl s [T
ragluare the propesed deafl iegulaome
ui ool paramelers

The W & lhrﬂh.r-n;l’l'l.rlruu-nl
Saklui Janiaie i
[Fisrym .Lﬁmu =
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Can Al replace software engineers in

LFUTURIL

-

Hizher education institutions must find ways lo teach students not only
how to use the Al tools but also how to eritically evaluate them

Weit Carrmuan echaind thi
s, kil i,
h Al  weard 24 months fram

svime s of fime il

ANINDITA AHARYA the provaous Bacal yoie. Bail

= evets is frsthers eaner the field

‘ollala-hawed 500 1 ol of uncertsnby bangs
WE ST Prin QAT gheane Sngncres aml
ke Msjumnidar had el warn et Ad's eapid
115 life all magped advincemanis could pul mam

v He had 3 sizble prh st w by oibs 88 r1sk
tech gant and wedSng bl Lasi yeas, Google CED
' sétl SO ETIS 3
wfiy 5L 2021
o e Bt Y Pratiabily
of g r.':'\.'. itile it 'El]ﬁl IEiIH[!'I.i]. thic r ity . : ¢
v 1-peneralid, with aswell 35 the gHer A1 gofnugge and technoke lie wark :_I|. ....

pave him & chemr reae, il

hie s Ll e ghomadst Uint e ke SRIEST EnEInEETs S lep g =, a8 e incroasinghy mivpraied  avohame "o i
'f,, _',>_:'__, e :, I:-I-‘.-_l :I"-I|' e oo imameshils companies that sre b En ey g P BT b SR )
phrped a pagt. AT i&nk same & Sletn CEC Mok Zug I\.-\.'ll."\..g hiE-l-Eﬁlr mrL-_'n; o chere students are inlendeced  leadspt. Ay affering & i
|_.-; i Fapility severnore. Ti at e i chear that by 2005 s ; & fo popular Al Bienewwks entployersnl g Lhay
hers I"'"l-':"i'."':"""" faaier Al willl peplace mid leeel soh ““f. HUH'UWWFM“‘ 1) .|:\.'J'I: prmchiial cagenet oupazgt lear ha kel
than mnad caf keep ap. And WIS ETgELT J|Il"'|3‘I Gin E”‘I’:l.l'ﬁ't'f I [ 1 T eriaul

g B2 st oo ] fesaed

e devel.  Enginesr §atyou have al
of handlirg fyour campany that caa
||:'.'J'\-:-'\- Il:. 'ATI|.I.II:I:H.'E“

el wnds N R redlsd nn
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{hvose wrhn- st adapt? They
i

TWen: podmsg 1o have an Al i AL i rupei, oo il¥ g [3- o WTIROEET S
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