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India needs research pipelines 

I 
ndia will not meet its ~---~ discovery to India's needs. Private industry-relevant.key performance 
growth ambitions on public 

i 
research outlays need size, indicators. Create a dedicated line 

grants alone. The countries predictability, and structured item for university-managed pilot 
that nrrned science into linkages with higher education lines and testbeds that industry 

industry did one thing well: they institutions (HEis). can bookby the hour. Seed 
matched firm outlays to campus > Today, India's GERO sits near multi-university centres around a .. strengths and kept that link steady 0.65% of GDP, with enterprises portfolio of problems rather than Maniidala for years. The policy question is Jandesh Kumar1 funding about two-fifths. isolated projects. Third, I 

• clear. How do we move private Advanced economies show a modernise tax instruments for 
research outlays from episodic Former Chairman, higher firm share. Yet India has research. Weighted deductions 
Corporate Social Responsibility to UGC and former bright spots. Tata Motors reported can.focus on measurable outputs 

t a predictable pipeline that buys Vice-Chancellor, JNU revenue of about ?4.38 lakh crore such as patents, standards 
lab time, funds doctoral cohorts, in FY24 and R&D outlay of ?29,398 contributions, clinical milestones 
and books pilot lines? crore, an intensity of 6.7%. Sun or field trials. Link incentives to 

I Pharma invested 6.7% of global proof of collaboration with 
Global benchmarks revenues in R&D in FY24. Dr. accredited HEis an~ to hiring 

rt 
Leading tech firms run innovation Reddy's spent ?22.9 billion, about graduate researpiers into industry 
budgets.at industrial scale. In 8.2% of sales. Bharat Electronics roles. Fourth, teach collaboration. 
2024, Meta's research outlay dedicated 6.24% of rurnover to Support campus programmes that 
reached about $44 billion, near a R&D in FY24, an important signal train faculty and PhD scholars to 
third of revenue. Alphabet, • in a strategic sector. Reliance work with industry, negotiate IP, 
Amazon,.Apple, IBM, and Industries recorded over ?4,100 and run translational projects. 

II Microsoft also reported crore of R&D expenditure in Bring more PhDs into product 
multibillion-dollar programmes. In FY2024-25. groups, create dual-track roles 
the U.S., enterprises booked ·1n terms of partnerships, India with adjunct appointments, and 
roughly $692 billion of domestic already runs strong platforms. IlT • sponsor doctoral cohorts aligned 
research against about $14 trillion Madras Research Park hosts more to corporate roadmaps. Fifth, ask 
in net sales in 2022, a ratio near than 200 companies near faculty listed companies to report R&D 
5%. Policy instruments translate labs and student teams, creating a investment and the share of spend 
that investme~t into._campus daily flow of ideas an4 talent. The that flows to Indian HEis. 
partnerships. The National Ministry of Defence promotes Disclosure nudge~ hoards to treat 
Science Foundation's startl.ip and research lab teaming research as strategic, not 
Industry-University Cooperative through iDEX. The India incidental. Publicise results in 
Research Centers pool company Semiconductor Mission. pairs Indian languages and in 
fees for pre-competitive university industry investments with, sltjll pracµtiorier-frie.ndly formats. That 
work. The Semiconductor pipelines and academic builds prestige around research 
Research Corporation funds partnerships, as seen in the 1 careers and attracts talent. 
multi-university consortia that Micron ATMP project at Sanand. . India's university campuses sit 
train talent while tackling next to some of the world's most 
industry-relevant problems. Policy actions dynamic markets, and they carry 

China's Huawei reported an These strands form a workable knowledge traditions that examine 
R&D expenditure at 179.7 billion base. The task now is to scale technology as part of a broader 
yuan in 2024, equal to 20.8% of them and set clear expectations human inquiry. When corporate 
revenue. More than half of for private R&D expenditure and researcli engages that heritage, 
Huawei's workforce is in R&D university linkages across sectors. solutions gain depth and context 
roles. Build Your Dreams , a First, we must set three-year and match what hlgh-~rforming 
Chinese multinational auto R&D-to-sal~s ratios for autos, corporate ll&D need$. 
company, invested 54.2 billion 

The countries 
pharma, electronics, defence, India has the labs,· talent, and 

yuan in 2024 on R&D against space a,nd energy that climb year markets. The task before the 
roughly m billion yuan of that turned byyear, balanced with export industry is clear: set transparent 
revenue, an intensity of nearly 7%. science into • goals and cash-flow re3:fities. We targets, match grants that buy real 

These examples demonstrate industry did one must use shared IP frameworks lab time, and collaborate better. 
one trait. Corporate research . thing well: they that reward publication and The task before academic 
works v.:ith campuses through co1Jll11ercialisation together. institutions· is straightforward: 
joint centres, shared lines, . matched firm Second, reward 'co-funded shape research for measurable 
long-horizon consortia and open outl~ys to projects and shared facilities and value, welcome industry 
talent pipelines. India should scale _campus offer matching grants where questions, and show evidence of • 
this on Indian terms. The goal is strengths and - industry rupees flow through HEJs , , success. Do that, and research 
self-reliance with open doors_ to kept that link ' for multi•year projects with ·open • becomes a national supply chain, 
global science while anchoring steady for years. • data deliv~rables and not wishful thinking. 
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ARPAN MALAKAR 

·As a STEM student, I want 
to stay in India, but won't 

As a first-generation learner at a Tier-3 col­
lege-with no career cell andnomentors-
1 took a leap manywould call reckles-5. I paid 
for aRsl.400 online module, practised timed 
mock exams, and moved 1,500 km to IIT 
Delhi after securing AIR 198 in the 2024 IIT­
JAM. That journey was fragile. It depended 
on scraps of information, stubbornnes-5 and 
luck. For many promising students, those 
scraps never arrive. 

When I reached IlT Delhi, the difference 
was immediate. Yet even here the system 
sometimes falters. We booked a facility for a 
one-day experiment; multiple approvals 
stretched it into weeks. Even for an institu­
tion of IIT Delhi's cahbre, navigating appro­
vals may take weeks - not because of inef­
ficiency, but because much of India's 
university system still operates within out­
dated administrative rules. Now imagine 
Tier-2andTier-3colleges.Smallde-
lays tum promising projects into 
missed windows of discovery. Research is often 

22, yet converting that pipeline into stable 
careersisfarfromguaranteed.Inearly2024. 
7,60,000 Indian students migrated abroad, 
accordingtotheMinistryofExternalAffairs, 
This signals systemic failure to retain talent 

JRF stipends are Rs 37,000 a month, but 
latepayments(three-sixmonths, sometimes 
up to a year), short contracts, and uncertain 
post-PhD options make it insufficient for 
those supporting families. For many re­
searchers in their mid-20s, the unpredicta­
bility makes even basic decisions, including 
marriage, housing, and long-term planning, 
feel impossible. There is a cultural dimen­
sion as well. A friend of mine with a BSc in 
Zoology aspired to be a biologist butnowpre­
paresforgovernmentclerical exams because 
a steady salary feels more realisti~ than five 
precarious years of research. 

I have seen seniors leave for Oxford, Max 
.Planck and Rice. They do not leave 
becausetheylovelndialess-they 
leave because the system makes 

Money and predictability 
matter as much as infrastructure. 
India's gross expenditure on R&D 
is roughly0.6-0.7 per cent of GDP, 
far below the US ( ~3.4 per cent), 
China (-2.6 per cent) and Israel (>6 
per cent). The All India Survey on 
Higher Education recorded about 
2.12lakhPhD registrations in2021-

seen as a risky detour, 
not a stable career. That 

perception will change only 
when stability, dignity 
and clear career paths 

become the norm 

staying harder than going. If a 
credible opportunity arose, I would 
seriously consider leaving - and 
that thought breaks my heart. 

The government has signalled 
it recognises the problem.A propo­
sal under discussion would invite 
Indian-origin researchers back 
with set-up grants, autonomy and 

flexible terms"'.'""" a welcome shift amid global 
changes in higher education. But this is an 
early-stage measure and cannot substitute 
for predictable day-to-day systems. A one­
timegrantmayattractafewreturnees; itwill 
not fix stipends that arrive months late or 
procurement delays that stall experiments. 
Theschemeasks. "Howdowebringbackthe 
best?" The more urgent question is: "Why 
does the system make staying so difficult?" 

The following are not complaints; they 
form a compact, actionable refonn agenda. 
One: Guarantee predictable pay. Auto-dis­
burse fellowships monthly; index to city 
cost-of-living (separate tiers for different 
cities). Two: Remove procedural friction. 
Speed up procurement for lab materials, set 
cleartimellnesforapprovals. Reduce paper­
work delays so research doesn't get held up 
for months. Three: Build early-career path­
ways. Fund multi-year postdoctoral fellow­
ships and bridge grants withmentorshlp. 

Research is often seen~· a risky detour, 
not a stable career. That perception will 
change only when dignity and clear career 
paths become the norm. If aRsl,400cowse 
and perseverance could change the trajec­
tory of my life, it shows how much potential 
isl~whenopportunitydependsonchance. 

• The write; did his master's in Physics 
from Ill" Delhi _ 
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The stark reality of educational costs in India 

1' 
rticle 21A (86th Amendment, 2002) of 
the Constitution of India provides the 
Right to Free and Compulsory. 
Education for children -of ages six to 14 • 

years. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
expands this vision to cover children from ages 
three to 18 years, thereby extending the goal of 
universal education from pre-primary to higher 
secondary (Class 12). The NEP aims to achieve this 
universalisation of school education up to the . 
secondary level by 2030. Although education is 
meant to be free, many students still attend 
private schools, where substantial fees are 

• charged. In addition, due to several reasons, , 
many students also go for private coaching, 
which adds to the financial burden. 

Given the constitutional guarantee of free 
education, how expensive is basic schooling in 
India? How much do parents actually spend to 
send their children to school - an obligation that, 
in principle, lies with the government as • 
mentioned in the Constitution? The NSS 80th 
Round (April-June 2025) survey, on 
"Comprehensive Modular Survey: Education", 
offers the latest data to explore these questions. 

Enrolment trends in schools 
At the national level, 55.9% of students are 
enrolled in government schools, 11.3% in private 
aided schools, and 31.9% in private unaided 
schools. Enrolment in private schools is much 
higher in the urban sector than in the rural 
sector. Among the total schoolchildren in urban 
areas, 51.4% are enrolled in private school, while . 
this share is 24.3% in rural areas. However, the 
gender gap in private school enrolment is. 
relatively small - 34% ofboys and 29.5% of girls. 

In the rural sector, children are enrolled more 
in government schools than in private schools. 
Private school enrolment is 28.1% in pre-primary, 
25.9% in primary, 21% in middle and secondary, 
and 25.8% in higher secondary. In contrast, in the 
urban sector, the share of children enrolled in 
private schools is much higher - 62.9% in' 
pre-primary, 55.3% in primary, 49.8% in middle, 
44% in secondary, and 42.3% in higher 
secondary. As education 1evels increase, private 
school enrolment declines in urban areas. 

When compared with the earlier round of the 
NSS Survey on Education (75th round; July 
'2017-June 2018), we observe an increased share of 
children enrolled in private schools-. In rural 
areas, the share of children enrolled in private 
schools increased from 20.9% to 25.9% in 
primary level, from 16.7% to 21% in middle level, 
and from 17.3% to 21.1% in secondary level. In 
urban areas, the share of children enrolled in 
private schools increased from 50.5% to 55.3% at 
the primary \eve\, .and from 41.8% to 49.8% at the 
middle level. This rising enrolment in private 
schools is leading to the increasing costs of 
education. 

Enrolment in government and private. schools 
is closely linked-~th educatiorµtl expenditure. 

Vachaspad Shukla 

is Assistant Professor 
at the Sardar Patel 
Institute of Economic 
and Social Research 
(SPIESR), 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

\~ 
''-,.,-:;?, ~' 

"" ~ 

Santosh Kumar . 
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is Assistant Professor 
at IRMA, 'Tribhuvan' 
Sahkari University, 
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A finding of the 
NSS 80th 
Round swvey, 
on 
'Comprehensive 
Modular 
Swvey: . 
EducatioJ1', is 
growing ' 
inequalities in 

. access to 
• quality 
education 

The survey asked whether students had to pay 
any course fee. In rural areas, 25.3% of 
government school students and 98.2% of private 
school students reported paying course fees. In 
urban areas, 34.7% of government school 
Students and 98% of private school students 
reported paying course fees. 

The survey reveals that for fees per academic. 
year in government schQOls, rural fees range from 
f823 (pre-primary) to f7,308 (higher secondary), 
while urban fees range from U,630 (pre-primary) 
to f:7,704 (higher secondary). In private schools, 
rural fees start at U7,988 (pre-primary) and go up • 
to 03,567 (higher secondary), while urban fees 
range from f26,188 (pre-primary) to f49,Q75 
(higher secondary). 

When these figures are converted into monthly 
terms, the financial burden of private.schooling 
becomes even more apparent. In rural areas, 
monthly expenditure on private schooling ranges 
from U,499 for pre-primary to t2,797 for higher 
secondary. In urban areas, these figures rise 
significantly, from f2,182 to f1,089. When 
compared to the Monthly Per capita Expenditure 
(MPCE) from the Household Consumption 
Expenditure Survey (HCES) 2023-24 survey, it is 
evident that the cost of private schooling at the· 
pre-primary level is roughly equivalent to the 
monthly income of the poorest 5% of households, 
while the cost at the higher secondary level aligns 
with the MPCE of households in the third income 
decile. This stark contrast underscores the 
financial strain that many families face in 

·accessing quality education. ' 

Incidence and cost of private tuition 
The survey collected information on whether a 
student was taking or had taken private coaching 
during the current academic year. In this survey, 
information on private <;oaching was collected 
separately and not as a component of 
expenditure on school education. The survey 
found that 25.5% of children in rural areas and 
30.7% in urban areas take.private coaching. In the 
rural and urban sectors, the proportion of 
students taking private tuition increases as we 
move from lower to higher levels of education. In 
rural areas, it is 10.7% at pre-primary, 21.6% at 
primary, 79.1% at middle, 36.7% at secondary, 

• and 33.1% at higher secondary. In urban areas, it 
is 13.6% at pre-primary, 26.6% at primary, 31% at 
middle, 40.2% at secondary, and 44.6% at higher 
secondary. 

The average expenditure on private coaching 
per reported student during the current 
academic year is higher in the urban sector than 
in the rural sector. It is U3,026 in urban areas and 
t'l,066 in n.u;al· areas. The average expenditure on 

r:tl- private coaching increases as we move from 
lower to higher levels of education. In rural areas, 
it Is O,980·for pre-prin}ary, f4,825 for primary, 
t~,043 for 'middle·, tS,616 for secondary, and . 
U3,803 for tugher secondary. In urban areas, it is 
tS,815 f~r pre-primary, t'l,947 for primary, •· 

U0,765 for middle, fl6,415 for secondary, and 
f22,394 for higher secondary. 
.. Research shows that higher household 
mcome,·better educated parents, and urban 
residence are strongly correlated with a greater 
demand for private tuition. Studies also observe a 
positive and significant effect'of private tutoring 
on students• learning outcomes. 

Consequently, parents who place a.high value 
on education and possess the financial resources 
are more likely to invest in private tutoring for 
their children. Thus, the tendency tQ seek private 
tui~on is particularly higher among students 
enrolled in private schools. Although private 
schooling charges relatively high fees, many 
teachers in private schoo~ are underpaid and 
often underqualified, ~hich leads,students to rely 
on private tutoring for acadenµc support. 
Further, some scholars argue that private tuition 
has also become a symbol of prestige among 
families. • • 

Strengthen publicly funded schools 
The fin~gs of'the NSS 80t;h Round Survey 
highlight the stark reality of educational costs in 
India.-Despite the constitutional guarantee or'free 
education, a significant proportion of students, 
(24.3% in rural and 51.4% in urban), attend 
private schools that require substantial fees. WJth 
private tuition further burdening household • 
finances, education is becoming increasingly . 
unaffordable for many families, particularly those 
from lower-income backgrounds. .. 
. This trend is ~ot only exacerbatingfaequalities 
m access to quality education but also 
threatening the very principle of basic and . 
universal education. As government schools face 
d~ enrolment, children from economically 
~dvantaged_ fa.µlilies are being pushed into the 
pnvatr education system, often at the cost of 
significant financial strain. • • . 

Additionally, the growing private tuition 
phenomenon contributes to widening learning 
inequalities. where the wealthy have an 
undeniable advantage over disadvantaged 
households. Thu~, strengthening the quality of 
learning in publicly funded schools can arrest this 
trend. _ 

Addressing these challenges requires urgent 
reforms. Strengthening the quality and 
accessibility of gove~ent sche>:<>Is is Paramount 
to ensuring that education remains a right, not a 
privilege. A 2024 study by economists Ankush 
, Agrawal, Parul Gupta, and Debasis Monda] 
. published in The Journal of Development Studit:s 
finds that private tuition is negatively associated. 
with school quality indicators. This implies that 
s~(le.o~ at 'better' schoo~ rely less on tutoring. 

'lt!rhus, sqengthen.lng the quality of learning wolild 
• help bridge the widening gap between students 
frotn dlffe~t socio"'economic backgrounds. It is 
only through these efforts that we can move 
toward aqueving truly equitabl~ and inclusive 
education for all children_ in India:- .. • 
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Party-state is marching into public 
universities. There is no one to say no 

T
HE INDIAN public university 
is being quietly consigned to 
oblivion. The long-term struc­
tural pressures, political inter­
ference, and academic abdica­

tion across all regimes have been hollowing 
outuniversitiesatleastsincethel970s. The 
crisis that first engulfed state universities 
in the 1960s slowly percolated to the central 
universities. Tragically, it was UPA-II -
with its penchant for centralisation 
masquerading as reform - that laid the 
foundations for the assaults that would fol­
low. Despite all this, the public system re­
mained obstinately enduring. 

This column has, over the years, dwelt 
on the systemic issues facing Indian uni­
versities: Governance structures, funding 
cuts, and so forth. But even then, there were 
modesthopesforatumaround. Theexpan­
sion of institutions created severe peda­
gogical stresses; everyone worried about 
~ almostnooneaboutquality. But the 
chum in the social composition of univer­
sities was an opportunity. Students, unlike 
in the "time-pass•, strike-ridden culture of 
the 1970s, were keen to learn. 

Economicgrowthraisedthepenaltyfor 
not learning. Faculty quality was uneven. 
but legendary teachers still owned their 
classrooms. For all its faults, the university 
was still, in a manner of speaking, a free 
space. There was enough of a recognisable 
institutional structure to keep it function­
ing. We assumed, perhaps naively, that 
there was a bottom beyond which univer­
sities would not fall. 

That assumption no longer holds. Qm­
versations with colleagues in public uni­
versities across the country are now uni­
formly bleak. Even the minimal 
institutional form of the university seems 
to be dJsappearing. This newspaperyester-

daycarriedastoryabouttheremovalofflve 
vice-chancellors (V-Cs) in Rajasthan, 
prompted by ABVP protests. The episode 
exposed two trends everyone privately ac­
knowledges but few publicly confront. 

The first is the collapse of even the most 
stolidly boring administrative norms. It 
used to be a basic procedural principle that 
inquiring officers had to be senior to those 
being investigated. Even this norm has 
been discarded when governments want 
to dismiss V-Cs. 

The second is the unprecedented veto 
powertheABVPnowwieldsinmanywliver­
sities. Student unions have always been sig­
nificant actors in campus life. But almost 
everypubllcuniversityprofessorispeakto, 
across several states, nowsaystheABVPhas 
a virtual veto over what happens in their in­
stitutions. Pre-censoring of speakers is rou­
tine, driven by real or imagined fear of pro­
test.InRajasthan, theallegationsw:, further: 
That the ABVP effectively functions as a 
front for political extortion. Pemaps the only 
historicalprecedentforthislevelofdomina- . 

PRATAP 
BHANU 
MEHTA 

became partisan all the way down. Student 
politics was a conduit to political careers; 
the reverse was also true, with parties using 
unions to control universities or manufac­
ture mayhem. This Is as trueoftheSFI and 
the NSUias it is of the ABVP. 

The largest unintended casualty of this 
arrangement was the disappearance of the 
"student" as a category in public con­
sciousness. Student unions were mostly·. 
about everything except protecting the 
long-term interests of students. Teachers' 
unions; also patty-affiliated, fared no 
better. As a result, the two groups that 
ought to have had the strongest stake in 
academic excellence -students and pro­
fessors - could rarely speak as collective 
academic actors. 'Ibey existed as individ­
uals, but their collective avatars were party 
appendages. The tragedy of the Indian 
public university is that the very consti­
tuencies that might have defended it were 
structurally prevented from doing so. 

The state universities are, of course, 
undergoing their moment of schaden-

tion is the Left Front's decimation .. 
ofwbat should have been a global Students ought to engage in 
education hub in Kolkata. What . politics; it is an extraordinary 

• freude, as they watch party rule 
descend upon opce-hallowed in­
stitutions lllce Delhi University and 
JNU. As this column has argued 
before. these universities were far 
fr!)m perfect; they were uncon­
scionably short-changing their 
students. In some areas, there are, 
of course, pockets of achlevement. 
But to' hear about. their current 
condition is to descend into a kind 
of unimaginable Institutional dys­
topia: Students afraid to organise 
seminars; faculty required to sub­
mit papers months in advance for 
pre-clearance: pressure to attend 

was once practised in some states civic educatioQ. and many 
isnowthenatlonalnorm.Students will. in their individual 
ought to engage in politics; it is an • • k ti · litical extraordinaryciviceducation.and capac1ties, wor orpo 
many will, in their individual ca- . parties. But we must still ask 
pacities, work for political parties. whether the form of party 
But we must still ask whether the politics that dominates 
form of party politics that domi- liti dia • 
nates student life in India is student e in In 18 
oounterprodud:ie.ShouJd~ counterproductive. Should 
bodies be formally affiliated with student bodies be formally 
political parties at all? affiliated with political 

Part of the decimation of the arti tall? 
universitystemsfromthefactthat P es a 
both student and teacher politics 

' RSS-sponsored events; the abso­
lute decimation in the quality of 

appointments, even bypreviouslyuneven 
standards. The pedagogical mission is more 
confused than ever: CUET is an exam 
machine, not a pedagogical solution to 
any problem. V-Cs behave as if their job 
were to perform the home ministry's func­
tions, pointing fingers at ideologically 
inconvenient faculty. 

These can only be repoi:ted as conver­
sations, but they are harrowing ones, cut- • 
ting across the political spectrum. As one 
colleague put it, "there are increasingly 
three degrees you need: RSS, Modi and 
. money'". I have seen an economist from 
the Delhi School of Economics in tears, 
contemplating what the School once was 
and what it has become. A left-right con­
frontation over the university might not 
be ideal. But at least it could have intellec­
tual content and be compatible with some 
threshold understanding of what a univer­
sity is. The worries colleagues now express 
are far worse. 

Perhaps those of us who exited the 
_public system have forfeited the right to 
speakaboutit. But the true tragedy is pub­
lic silence. Delhi University, once a ca­
cophonous arena where a V-C could not 
move a flower pot without sparking pro­
test. now lies inert before the party-state. 
The university has been domesticated. 
And all this in the name of a "Bharatiya 
tradition• that once insisted rulers lay 
down their arms before entering a place of 
l~ng. We are witnessing a reve~ of 
that ethic: Power marching into the guru-

, kul fully armed, and finding no one left 
willing to say no. There are no professors 
or students, only partisans, or worse, na­
tionals and anti-nationals. 

The writer is contributing editor. 
The Indian Express 
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R. W. Alexander 
Jesudasan 

W
ith over 

. ~,100_ . un-
1Vers1ues 

• and nearly 
45,000 colleges catering to 
around 4.5 crore students, 
India continues to streng­
then its position as one of 
the world's largest educa­
tion hubs. The country al-
so aims to achieve 50% 
gross enrollment ratio 
(GER) in higher education 
by 2035. To achieve this 
target, India must streng- -
then all areas of higher 
education. Government 
and private institutions are 
working towards this, 
through various initiatives 
such as the One Nation 
One Subscription (ONOS). ~ 

::c 

What is ONOS? 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

The scheme aims to pro­
vide nationwide access to 
major scholarly e-journals 
from prominent publis~- § 
ers across disciplines such I.!) 

as STEM, Medicine, Man­
agement, Social Sciences 
and Humanities. The 
UGC's Information and Li­
brary Network (INFLIB­
NET) centre is to act as the 
implementing agency for 
ONOS. The scheme will 
give 6,400 institutions 
across the country (includ­
ing central and state un­
iversities, colleges and re­
search institutions) and 1.2 
crore stu9ents, faculty, 
and researchers access to 
over 13,000 top journals 
including global ones such 
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econo 
private universities and 
colleges. As a result, today, 
around 80% of students 
pursue higher education in 
private universities and 
colleges. In the last two de­
cades, the number of these 
colleges _and universities 
has expanded in response 
to the increasing demand 
for higher education. 

Why the One Nation One Subscription should be 
extended to private universities and colleges 

access journals. However, 
private universities have 
been left out of the ambit 

,ofONOS. • 

Res~arch focussed 

as Elseyier, Springer-Na­
ture, Taylor & F.rand$., and 
Wiley. The Anusandhan 
National Reseai:ch Founda­
tion (ANRF) Act see~ to 

boost research HEis in 
smaller towns with plans 
for cen~al funding to sup­
port IndiaJ} authors in pay-

, ing Article Processing 
Charges (or quality open- ' 

Before the 1990s, the 
higher education land-

scape was dominated by 
government-funded insti­
tutions. Econqmic liberali­
sation also led to various 
transformational measures 
including establishinent of 

Apart from offering pro­
grammes in emerging 
fields such as Robotics, AI, 
Fintech, Precision , Tech­
nologies, Cybersecurity, 
Design Thinking and more, 
they also offer internation­
al exposure, industry-

linked learning, interdisci­
plinary and flexible aca7 
demic options and other 
benefits to students. Many 
of these institutions are lo­
cated in urban and semi­
urban areas and account 
for nearly 36% of the stu­
dent population. Apart 
from this, many private un: 
iversities have positioned 
themselves as research­
and innovation-focussed, 
as Bansal et.al. (2019) note. 

Some are very large with 
multiple campuses, mod­
ern infrastructure, and fa­
culty members enabling 
them to compete ~th and 
match the re5e;<lfch output 
of well-known govern­
ment-funded institutions: 
S<;>me even project them­
selves as the second-largest · 
contributors to India's re­
search output . after the 

, llTs. Quality publications, 
spending on fa<;ulty dev;e­
lopwent and infrastruc­
ture creation, automation 
of libraries, including esta- • 
blishment of digital librar­
ies, RFID, and other techn­
ological advances have all 
contributed to this. 

Considering that private 
HEis have made immense 
contributions to the educa­
tion landscape and the 
growth manifested in ma-. 
ny areas, extending ONOS 
to such institutions would 
help the country achieve 
the,goal of a developed In­
dia by 2035. This will not 
strain the country's finan­
cial resources and willhelo 
India develop , a robust 
knowledge economy. • 

The writer Is the former rector-of 
Reva University. Bengaluru; former 
Pro Vice-Chancellor of HITS, 
Chennai; and former Principal and 
Secretary of Madras Christian 
College, Chennai. 
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