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ncliz will not meet its

growrth ambitions on public

grants alone. The countries

that turned science into
Industry did one thing well: they
matched firm putlays to campus

strengths and kept that link steady

for years. The policy question is
clear, How do we move private
research outlays from episodic
Corporate Social Responsibility to
& predictable pipetine thar buys
lab time, funds doctoral cohorts,
and books pilot nes?

Global benchmarks

Leading tech firms run innovation

budgets at industrial scale. In
2004, Meta's research outlay
reached about $44 bilion, near a
third of revenue. Alphabet,
Amazon, Apple, IBM, and
Microsoft also reported

the U.5., enterprises booked
roughly $692 billion of domestic
research against about $14 rillion
in net sales in 2022, a ratio near
5%. Policy instruments translate
thar imvestment nto campus
partmerships. The Matonal
Sdience Foundation's
Industry-University Cooperative
Research Centers pool company
fees for pre-competitive university
work. The Semiconductor
Research Corporation funds
?ﬂlﬂntaizu - gt
£ while tackling

industry-relevant problems.

China's Huawei reported an
R&D expenditure ar 179.7 billion
yuan in 2024, equal to 20.8% of
revenue. More than half of
Huawei's workforce is in E&D
roles. Build Your Dreams , a
Chinese multinational auto
company, invested 54.2 billion
yudn kn 2024 on R&D against
roughly 777 billion yuan of
TEVETIUE, an intensity of nearly 7%.

These examples
one trait. Corporate research
works with campuses throuwgh
joint centres, shared lines,
long-horizon consortia and open

talent pipelines. India should scale

this on Indian terms. The goal &
self-reliance with open doors to
global science while anchoring
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India needs research pipelines

23

| Mamidala

Former Chairman,
UGE and larmmer
Viee-Chancellor, J8U

The countries

that turned

science into

industry did one

thing welk: they

| marched firm
outlays to
campus
srengths and
kept that link

! steady for vears.

discovery to India’s nesds, Private
research outlays need size,
predictability, and structured
linkages with higher education
institutions (HEL),

Today, Indla's GERD sits near
0.65% of GDP, with enterprises
funding about two-fifths.
Advanced economies show a
higher firm share, Yet India has
bright spots. Tata Motors reported

| revenue of about 74.38 lakh crore

ini FY24 and R&D outlay of £29,398
crore, an intensity of 6.7%. Sun
Pharma imvested 6.7% of global
revenues in R&D in FY24. Dr,
Reddy's spent T22.9 billion, about
B.2% of sales. Bharat Electronics
dedicated 6.24% of turnover to
R&D in FY24, an important signal
in & strategic sector. Reliance
Industries recorded over 74,100
crore of R&D expenditure in
FY2024-25,

In terms of partnerships, India
already runs platforms. TT
Madiras Research Park hosts more
than 200 companies near faculty
kabs and student teams, creating a
daily fow of ideas and talent. The
Ministry of Defence promoles
startup and rezearch lab teaming
throasgh [DEX. The India
semiconductor Mission pairs
industry investments with. skill
pipelines and academic
partnerships, a5 seen in the |
Micron ATMP project at Sanand.

Policy actions
These strands form a workahle
base, The task now 1= to scale

memmﬂmdmmﬂm

space and energy that climb year
by year, balanced with expaort
goals and cash-flow realities. We
must use shared [P frameworks
that reward publication and
commercialisation together.
Sepond, reward co-funded
projects and shared facilities and
offer matching grants where

industry rupees flow through HEls |
' for multi-year projects with open
deliverables and

data

Industry-relevant key performance
indicators. Create a dedicated line
item for university-managed pilot
lines and testheds that industry
can book by the hour, Seed
mubti-university centres around a
portfolio of problems rather than
isplared projects, Third,
miodernise tax nstruments for
research, Weighted deductions
can focus on measurable outputs
such as patents, standards
contributions, clinical milestones
or field eriaks. Iml'.l:l'fﬂ.'.'l'l'l:l"iﬂ to

graduate researchers into industry
rales. Fourth, teach collaboration.
SUPPOTT CAMPAE programmes that
train faculty and PhD scholars o
work with industry, negotiate 1P,
and run translational projects.
Bring more Phs into product
groups, create duaHrack rodes
with adjunct appointments, and
sponsor doctoral cohorts alkigned
i corporate roadmaps. Fifth, ask
lisfed companies 1o report RED
frvestrent and the share of spend
that flows to Indian HELs.
Disclosure nudges boards (o treat
research asg L oL
incidental. Publicize results in
Indizn languages and in
practitioner-friendly formats. That
Iurikds prestige around research
careers and attracts talent.
India’s university campuses sit
next to some of the world's most

| research engages (hat heritage,

l

solutions gain depth and context
and match what high-performing
corporate R&D needs.

India has the labs, ralent, and
markets. The task before the
industry is clear; set fransparent
targets, match grants that buy real
lab time, and collaborate better.
The rask before academic

. Institutions is

shjpemmm:h[hrmzmhle
value, welcome
questions, and show evidence of
success, Do that, and research

becomes a national supply chain,

mot wishful thinking,
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“Cosmetic fixes will not
helpschool education

he Karnataka government's decision toincentiy-
ise teachers in government schools to improve
SSLC results and increase student enrolment
15 a welcome shift from a system long reliant on repri-
mand and punitive action. Recognising and rewarding
good performance is essential to motivate teachers,
especially when many work under challenging cir-
cumstances with limited support. Yet it only scratches
the surface of what ails the seate’s public education
system. The most glaring is the 60,000-plus teacher
vacancies that have accumulated over the vears, The
recent decision to appoint 51,000 Euest teachers may
temporarily plug the gap, butit raises atroubling ques-
thon: whywas such amassive shortage allowed to fester
until it became a crisis? Incentives cannot substitte
for the absence of qualified, permanent teachers in
thousands of classrooms.

This year's SSL.C results — a pass percentage of
62.34% — highlight deeper structural issues. In 2024,
stricter anti-malpractice measures, such as CCTV
wh:asrm&hﬁﬁa]hrpuﬂwdﬂwpaﬁmtedmmtﬂﬂi
only for it to chimb ve 73.4% after
the generous distribution of grace
marks. In hindsight, the previous
years 83 B9% now lnoks misleading,
Karnataka cannot build a credible [ 12 0)18
education system CHICAMETAS, Zrace

Vo, and tskering with paesper. helps, but
centages. Norwill reducing thepass [ E %1710
mark from 35% 1o 33% address the hurt schools
learning deficit. The bigger picture
demands sttention. The state allo- BULLLS
cates only 10-12% of its Budget v SR
education —far short of the recom-
mmdlﬁmmmﬂnfdﬁagmmamsm.
leaving Eitthe for infrastruchy r-.-_.u-aining,urpe.jggug;m' 1
JE"II NS,

Government schools will produce better students
only when classrooms are provided with the reguired
resources, schools are equipped with proper laborato-
ries, and teacher quality s comtinuously assessed and
upgraded. Child-wise tracking of leaming outcomes
miist become standard practice, The success of Kar-
nataka Residential Educational Institutinns Society
{KREIS) schools run hyﬂhemcia]h'eﬂnredfpartmmt
offers a powerful kesson. With a91% pass rate and wop
state ranks, these schools prove that when the most
marginalised sections are given the best cducation,

excellence follows, If the KREIS can achieve this with

disadvantaged children, why can't the education de-

partmentreplicate this model more broadly? For fartoo
hrlg,ﬂlcstﬂlehnﬁcﬁdﬂmaitfnmﬂiﬁﬁmmgmnm
andms:neﬁnﬁxrzs.lmenﬁves?nrmmmareaﬂwiur-
ward, but Karnataka needs nothing lessthan a structural
overhaul. A society that aspiresto progress must ensure
that its poorest children receive not just schooling, but
the highest quality of education. s\ 3%
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What does Modi mean by ‘slavish mentality™?
Come clean

hile delivering the
siath Ramnath Goen-
Eka lechore o Moven:-
her 17, Prime Minls-
ter Warendra Modi
called] wpan the nation to entirely shed
the mirdset of slavery by 268, He came
back 1o this theme &t e fag-holsting
ceremoary of the Ram mandirelght days
kater, Modl cenphesised, at the Iecture,
that Thomas Babington Maculsy had
the Irdian education sy=tem
in 1835 He abo fhrew Indisn civifiza-
tsanal achisvemends intn the dastiin
Thesd began the process of [ndians deel
oping an inferiority comgplex and a kack
of confidence in their cultoral bnhee
itapoe. This lad them 0 depracate what-
ever wad indigenous and to think that if
1ndia had to achimnes grestness it would
Tave to be through Soreign means and
methods, Copseguently, ndisns began
to Inok abread for idess for governance
and knrovation. They considered forelgm
gods ardd services as superior, This proe
cags, the pritee mingstar arguoed, ecame
strenpgthensd after Independence with
Inilka pesociating ks educational system,
ppomomy and social aspiratins with
therse abroad.
1t 15 troe that Macmulay consblered
Endia’s cullure sni position o be far i
Ejor b those of (s West. 1t is aquadly
tae thal he wated fo create a class of
*pnberproters befween us and e mi
llors whom we govern’ These “inler-
M‘mm"bﬂnﬂlﬂmmb}m‘iﬂd
prikour bt English in taste, in opindons,
in morals and i inselled™. Macmubay
thonght that these *interpreters” wonld
~empich’ Indism anguages so that dey
woutlil Becomne the vehlcles of oomeang
mcdern jiless to the Inilan masses. T

Sipmificsm
“lppdeisd H = upsual b And, i In the
lierary circies of e Comtine (B
ripal, mry forvignes whe L0, SXpRess
‘himesell im r

in creafs a group of “Ererpredess
wec i fieremr nemain subsarvmt o the
Brifish or burts thelr hack on ther ra-
ditions and inheritance. They may hnm
lesrnt Exglish and even pdmired many
characteristes of the Wesl They mAy
rave also wanted — and correctly = to
Telorm permicious eoclal custoens but

Vivnk Katju is o refirod Indlan Forssgn
lilnlululfh-lr.

VIVEK KATJU

Thomas Bahington Macanbay: Iong shados

cetly 0 handful = (helr spiritual

[cdd  anecleni fext in India advocated polill-

rdend, thisse “iminrpreters” bad the pa-  cal deocracy. Tratead, the idesl polit-

tiorea] renassance, which began in Ben

amd spread poother parts of the-coti-
e lod o a  This was abso e popiler

inarte music and  imcboded the beliel that o kirgg skyomld be

1. The renaissande. n furn,
{lweerimg of calvare

Asnee forms., and Utseature §n [ndian
Inngusygzes. [ also led o the piseof aspir-
ilaf patonalism. Surely These Hranota-

tributes of menial sliery!

ieal orgardsation in ancieat India was
based o dharsiie, bereditary Kingship
noEinn which

pomnseaous of and it e Views
af b sitdects. Thas, the potie of con-
stihational demoeracy hased an univer-
wal adult franchise which was adopled

Some of he “interpeeters” als by the Regablio grew out of the vakies

rarrved] Ehicir mention (o theresons that
had I bo India’s eodocdsation. This was
not #n aneatucal question foc it Dowed

which the “inberpresers" and athers em-

post-Indusirial Revolutdon Eurupe. It led

ta e mﬁsaﬂmﬂmtih:mﬂrw
of a connfry Exy b remairdng a -
front of sclmtfic and techmalogicnl
Lrsoew e apd in sucial pohesion tased
mm@hudanmﬁ.m:hﬁm-
v bebind in bolh these aneas, Hencs,
thay conendied thet IF it becams neces-
STy i0 mﬂ*ﬂlﬂrﬁpﬂun{nnﬁ
pdg from foreian sounces, 5o be il

An ingection of new s did not
e as Syl LT ar
pivitinmtiisiil hiertaps bad to be rajacted.
fn Eact, they weere deomesd a3
fise che conntrs’s nejusenarion so that &
ol iake b5 AENEU] plach in the vo

oy ol namoes.
Thait oould S0y b IF Dedin becume

Fre [P e g e s that 5 ool de-
peremine i3 destimy. That bed in the free-
dom Eevement Macaulay oould Dot
have, in his wildest fmeginathon, aver
prinsidisred that ane day the “intecperel-
e class b wamied to erente woiikd ba-
wome the vahicle for India's decalomis:
tion. Even bass pould he haivee visnafised
i idependent, B
ol inspire other colonisad peopies b
break their shackles. Coubd such “inkes-
proters” sl from mental slenery?
Iesdopendent India chose the Wesi-
paineser system of prernance I s now
besing isserted that keas for politcal de-
ey originated in India. There may
i‘mlﬂﬂl‘lirui'pmtn-rﬂmtllh:l'mlhe
eoirse of Indien history huf mo major

eddgament of (s fact be con sidered as &85
aspect of mental slmmry?

Mudd| peeds e alaharate on what e
mﬁﬂu‘ﬁmclmﬂiﬂmmﬁ]ﬁlﬂ*&ﬂ.‘
wiich the niation his i shed in the oom-
inng decade. Goneralisations will be coo- |

Hienos, specifics wold be usefid. |
- {hiese specifics, may, for instancs,
i:n&Ldnthrlqlh'd'ud'u'ndiﬂ.ml.l meal-
il hmowledge (wiich are manyy b
oy cho] also besubject poaudis

Dt specific Modi hes mestioned |
is langpaage. Glving 2 cxamiphes of |
Japan. China and Eorea, he strted qu|
they hadd o5 io=thelr TR
whide bouking alroad Tor ideas and pra- |
Hes Iuﬂumﬂ_mmmnml
ot against Epglish bt s in Teoar of |
Ladia's megpoend Linguages. Teere ca |
be no quartel with such an spproach. |
The probiem fes with what will be 1
dia's e, Ianguage. Herein ndia differs
from the countries Modi mentoned. In|
he et 100 pears when Indks peesds 1o |
pompete with &n established China, it |
cam i1l afford 3 weakesing of sockd cobe- |
sinn on any grosmid, iecheding langusge |
nrEailh. )

Al Irddians should be groud of their
beriape as of thelr secularn, onsibne
tiomal traditsans, To be simuliansously
st et e said 4o Be bering victims of A
elavish enomtnlty - adye i

L
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As a first-generation learner at a Tier-3 col-
lege —with nocareer cell and no mentors —
ook a leap manmy would call reckless, I paid
foraRs 1400 online module, practised imed
mock exams, and moved L5000 km toIIT
Delhi aftersecuring AIR 198 in the 2024 IIT-
JAM. That journey was fragile. It depended
on scraps of information, stubbommness and
luck. For many promising students, thosa
SCTAPS NEVEr armive.

When I reached I'T Delhi, the difference
was immediate. Yet even here the system
sometimes falters, We booked a facility fora
one-day experiment; multiple approvals
stretched it into weeks, Even for an institu-
tion of IT Delhi’s calibre, navigating appro-
vals may take weeks — not because of inef-
ficiency, but because much of India’s

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 03 DECEMBER 2025

As aSTEM student, I want

22, vet converting that pipeline into stable
careers s far from guaranteed. In earty 2024,
760,000 Indian students migrated abroad,
according tothe Ministry of External Affairs,
Thissignalssystemic failure to retain talent.

JRF stipends are Rs 37000 a month, but
late payments (three-six months, sometimes
upto a year), short contracts, and uncertain
post-PhD options make it insufficient for
those supporting families. For many re-
searchers in their mid-20s, the unpredicta-
bility makeseven basicdecisions, including
rarriage, housing, and long-term planning,
feel impossible. There is a cultural dimen-
sion as well. A friend of mine with a BSc in
Zoology aspired to be a biologist but now pre-
pares for government clerical exams because
a steady salary feels more realistic than five

university system still operates within out- precarious years of research.
dated administrative rules. Now imagine I have seen seniors leave fior Osdfond, Max
st e S Ll s
ays promising —
milssed windows of discovery, Research is often leave because the system makes
Money and predictability - staying harder than going. If a
matter as much as infrastructure. seen as arisky detour, eredible opportunity arose, Iwould
India's gross expenditure on R&D not a stable career. That serfously consider leaving — and
is roughly 06-07 percentof GDE,  perception will changeonly  that thought breaks my heart.
far helm;ﬁ the Lﬁtﬁﬂﬁd pﬁ mﬁlﬂ when stability, dignity 'Ihemve:mnemhassdgnnllﬂdﬁ
mrﬁpfm 2 and clear rpaths megmseauﬁ problem. A propo-
Higher Education recorded about become the norm Indian-origin researchers back
2.12 lakh PhD registrations in 2021~ with set-up grants, autonomy and

- tostay in India, but won't

flexible terms —awelcome shift amid giobal
changes in higher education. But this is an
earfy-stage measure and cannot substitute
for predictable day-to-day systems. A one-
time grant may attract a few retumess; itwill
not fix stipends that arrive months late or
procurement delays that stall experiments.
The scheme asks, “Howdowebring back the
best?" The more urgent question is: “Why
does the system make staying so difficule?™

The following are not complaints; they
form a compact, actionable reform agenda.
One: Guarantee predictable pay. Auto-dis-
burse fellowships monthly; index to city
cost-of-living (separate tiers for different
cides). Two: Remove procedural friction.
Speed up procurement for lab materials, set
cleartimelines forapprovals. Reduce paper-
work delays so research doesn't get held up
for months. Three: Build early-career path-

ships and bridge grants with mentorship.
Research is often seen as a risky detour,
not a stable career. That perception will
change only when dignity and clear career
paths become the norm. Ifa Rs 1,400 course
and perseverance could change the trajec-
tory of my life, it shows how much potential
Islost whenopportunity depends on chance,

The writer did his master’s in Physics

from T Dethi
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Value-based education: Essential for a civilised world

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUN]J JI

Zmn OPINION

THE PIONEER

History shows that for ages, human beings have exploit-
ed other human beings and living creatures on the basis
of gender, caste, creed, race, physical or mental strength,
ECONOMIC power, organisational abilities or unity. Similarty,
powerfl and mighty nations and communities have

exploited weaker and poorer nations and communities:

because of theirvulnerabilities. Exploitation of illiterate and
poor people is a known reality across the world.

As we all know, powerful or so-called educated people
have long used uneducated, illiterate, and socially back-
ward groups as slaves or bonded labourers, forcing them
to work under inhuman conditions simply to make life
easierand more comifortable for themselves. As landown-

ers, men have exploited the tillers of the soil. As industri-
alists, they have extracted labour from the working class
at extremely low wages.

As capitalists and moneylenders, they have demanded
high interest rates on money and real estate. As heads of
multinational companies, they have imported raw mate-
rials and labour at cheap rates and exported manufactured
goods to global markets, filling their own coffers at the cost
of semi-industrialised or unindustrialised natbons. In
pursuit of exploitation, no limits have ever been seL. It is
not only exploitation but also active persecution of the weak

others, the hidden aim was often to gain name,

Awakening and strengthening the emotion of love can
be achieved only through education that ennobles emo-
tions. Without values-based education and practical
methods to refine or spiritualise love, crime and lawless.
ness will increase. Discussions on human rights are
meaningless without this education. Any society, however
developed, will be riddled with crime If its people lack
proper values education. Unfortunately, those in power
often overlook how deeply progress, peace and happiness
depend on emotional training and values education, espe-
cially the teaching of love.

Governments and organisations spend
trillions annually to solve conflicts and

fame, praise or credit and to be rewarded sooner
or later. Only rarely have individuals made sac-
rifices out of pure love, sympathy, compassion
or concern. This demonstrates that money,
machines, resources, military strength and
paolitical influence have been used by selfish indl-
viduals to exploit others. Exploltation causes widespread
trouble and turmodl. Can it be eliminated to save human-
Ity? Many social, economic, political and interpersonal prob-
lems can be solved only if universal love replaces exploita-
tion. If abundance and afluence remove all Incentive to
exploit, exploitation can end. How can the feeling of uni-
versal love be ignited worldwide? The key Is education.

by the strong. Even when offering something to
dhe

problems, yet exploitation continues
because conflict resolution lacks genuine
moral and spiritual education. It is time for
leaders to understand this and act serfous-
] ly to protect future generations from
ongoing devastation. This approach to education bullds
character, empathy, responsibility and emaotional intelli-
gence, shaping individuals who choose ethical paths and
contribute positively to society. Value-based education
offers the essential foundation to overcome exploitation
and create a civilised, harmonious world.

| The weiter i3 & spirteal educator & popular mnmrﬂstj ;
. 1
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Kashi Tamil sangamam 4.0:
A dialogue India needs

CHAMU
KRISHNA
SHASTRY

As India navigartes a moment of renewed cul-
tural assertion and rising linguistic anxleties, the
kashi Tamil Sangamanm (KT5) returns at precise-
ty the right moment. its fourth edition, begin-
ning in December 2025, arrives at a time when
debates about regional identity, linguistic pride
and national integration have become sharper,
sometimes even palarising. In such a context,
KTS stands out not merely as a festival, but as
a vital civilisational bridge, reminding us that
India‘s unity is an enduring cultural inheritance,

A Counter-Current In Divisive Times

The past few years have seen language enfer
public discourse more forcefully, often sparking
heated debates over recruitment rules, compet-
itive exams, mediums of instruction and digital
platforms. Social media frequently amplifies
these issues into regional Aashpoints, creating
a misteading impression of a North-South eul-
tural clash. This narrative, while emotionally
charged, ignores the centuries of dialogue,
migration, learning and exchanges that have
shaped our civilization. KT5 serves as

a powerful countes-current to this
polarisation by demonstrating that
the Tamil and Hindi-speaking regons
do not stand In contrast, but ratherin
constant conversation and agreement.

A Vision Rooted in Continuity

conceptualised under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and organised by the
Ministry of Education, with IIT Madras and BHU
as knowledge parmers, KTS aligns perfectly with
the ethos of Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat. Far from
being merely symbolic, it revives a civilisation-
al relationship berween Tamil Nadu and Kashi,
two ancient centres of learning whose Interac-
tions have shaped Indian thought for millennia.
The corridar benween the South and Kashi is not
amodern creation; It has long been a hame for
Tamil poets, saints and scholars. IEwas here in
Varanasi that Mahakavi Subramania Bharathi
found hisintellectual awakening and where Dr
sarvepalll Radhakrishnan, a towering Tamil
philocopher, led Banaras Hindu University.
This living history challenges simplified hinarles
about reglonal Isolation,

Why Language Matters Now

Language s once again central ta India’s social

discourse. With increased interstate migra-

th:—giam:t;

tion, multlitngual workplaces, digital class-
rooms and a growing national labour market,
lingulstic lkeracy is no longer optional, Wwhile
state-level identity politics has sharpened lin-
gulstic boundarles, KTS's renewed focus, "Leamn
Tamiil - Tamll Karkalam®, comes as a imely inter-
ventlon, Recognising Tamil as a national trea-
sure rather than a regional language Is crucial
for india's emotional integration — an approach
that extends to all Indian languages. Celebrating
one language does not make another smaller.
but instead enriches the entire national linguis-
tic ecosystem.

KTS 4.0 places this exchange at the centre of
cubtural unity, encouraging youth, students, edu-
cators and scholars to treat Tamil, Hindl,
ganskrit, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi,
Bengali and all Indian languages as relatives
within one Bharatlya Bhasha family.

KT5's key contribution is its ability to human-
ise history, enabling participants to rediscover
<hared civilisational roots through methods such
¢ cultural immersions, seminars, poetry recitals,
temple visits and academic Interactions. It
reminds us that Siddha and Ayurveda evolved
through cross-lingual knowledge sharing and
that Tamil grammar’s ancient roots converse
deeply with Panini's linguistic tradition.
Furthermore, it highlights how temple architec-
ture, music, ritual practices and storytelling tra-
ditions between the North and South overlap
far more than they differ.

The Needs of a Changing India

India today s far more mobile
than ever before. Students from
Tamil Nadu attend universities in
pelhi and Urtar Pradesh. while
Hindi-speaking students pursue technology.
medicine and the arts in Coimbatore, Chennai
and Madurai. Driven by the economy’s growing
demand for multlingual skillsets, bullding cul-
tural empathy is now a national necessity. KTS
thus stands as a pollcy-relevant Initlative that
strengthens national cohesion precisely when
identity markers are sharp and sensitvities
even sharper.

The Sangamam chalienges the flawed
assumption that uniry requires sameness. and
instead calls for unity through understanding.
Each edition of KTS proves that genuine dialogue
reduces mistrust, dismanties stereatypes and
builds emotional bridges. As KT5 4.0 is set t0
begin, It drives hame the key message that cel-
ehrating Tamil enriches all of India, leaming from
athers strengthens one’s own identity, and our
languages are not competing voices, but har-
monising notes in the Indian symphony.

i . dasypicnar
The wribes i Chalman,
Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti (@) #ChamukShasiry
ﬂ The Pignser
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A textbook case of
governance by impulse

he government's decision to reverse the order on
Tpre-in.srallaliuu of the Sanchar Saathi app on all

phones shows the pitfalls of arbitrary and ill-consid-
ered decision-making on matters of vital importance to peo-
ple. The decision faced widespread criticism from the first
day, and the government went througha series of lip-flops
and cumulative climbdowns ending in its reversal. Te first
softened its position with the statement that those did not
wantthe appcoubd delete it. Then it said it could modify the
decision based on publicopinion. Within hours, itwithdrew
theorder. Itis chear that the all-round criticism, particularly
the opposition from technology companies such as Apple
and Google, forced the government to retract, The incident
shoeld serve asa lesson for the governmene, and even afier
withdrawal, it leaves some questions (o be answered.

The government claimed that the appwould help coun-
ter cyber fraud, give better protection 1o phone users, and
strengthen digital erust. But it violated some basic prind-
ples of cyber conduet and fundamental rghts of citizens,
The government had no right to implant the app in phones
withowt the wser's consent. Minister for Communications
Jyotiraditya Scindia said, after the —————
decision became controversial, that -
the appwas optional and those who Sanchar Saathi
did not want it could delete it, But Rl LT R0 53
the freedom to delete the appis not hawnot to
the same as the right not to have it
on the phone without consent. The  [kdail bk
implant of the app would certainly B[ Ti[E
have been a violation of the right
to privacy, which is a fundamental ———
righe, It would aleo have given the government & backdoor
eniryintothe citizen's privateworld, and a means of surel-
lance over people. Tt amounted o the government posting a
policemnan or installing a camera in every home to prevent
theft and robbery. It may be noted that the povernment
had faced credible allegations of illegal surveillance of poli-
ticiansand others using the Pegasus software, Theimplant
of the app would also have helped the government to do
political propaganda.

The guestion remains why the government took the de-
cision when there were much less objectionable methods
toachieve the claimed objectives, The government acted in
a hurry and arbitrarily on a matter on which it should have
held wide consultations with all stakeholders, mcluding
people's representatives, political parties, and technology
companics, becanse the matter concerned the rights and

lives of people. Considering the government’s record on
suchmarters, ivislikely that it ok te decision wobackirack

more because of the refusal of technology companies 1o
by with it than beeause of the backlash from others,

PR, bt lessons Fromhe conirove =y,
Hopefullyit will bearn the right lessons :';".3.1
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DECOLONISING THE MIND

Indiamustoutgrow,
noterase Macaulay

Modi’s call highlights
the need for cognitive
decolonisation bevond
political freedom

GURUCHARAN GOLLERKERI

Prisise Mintster Maren-

dra Misdi recently called far

A maticnal efort to ‘res our

sebves from the mendset of thas
Maciutay imposed on India, he tapped
it imteliectual discarse thatssreiches
from Africa ro Asia, from Fransz Fancn

i Partha Che ee. The amdety that
-:n]-uma]ismm i

MmAZmALon — an what & socety wlk
ues, and whose knowledpe it considers
leginimeate — has aninated scholarship
for decades. Ir fﬂ&ﬂm@ummw
cultural confidence after centurses of
EpsEmie |.’ﬁ5|.'ﬁ:|:mrm,

Yer Indins case is distinetive. The
Macmalay system, Introduced in 135,
did moTe tha.n change the medum of
instruction. It reshaped aspirations, pro-
feotionalihe Sise s pe il
chvilisakion, English educagion opeped
Wt I b pevchod g mertons

 bur it
wihia azsociated m%
tnee frons their roots. The concem —
thatacolonial mindset lingerslongafter
the Ulnbon Jack was kwered — is gemo-
ire. Palitical decolonizsation (the exdt of
coikoniial rubers) isoaly the beginning the
harder taskis cognitive decolonisation.

the recovery e culnaral confidenceafter
yearsof lesarming o sec onesell throngh
ancutsider's gane, Frane Fanonwamed
thateolonial rule generates 'Black skin,
white fissake’ —a metaphor for the pay-
chalngical costal intermatised inferiar-
iy Achis Mandy lrg;l.llhi thar colomial-
i ‘colonised the Indian imaginacion’,
privileging certaln ways of reasonmng
and diminzhing cihers, The Subaliern
Studies questione wjlj' India's kmowl-
edpe tradicions had besn margmalised.
In shsorm, why we remain coconuts
Fereen ounscle, white inside.

Modi's remarks gain significance
bennse Elacy e ak i o eg
Inctia has the capaciy todeline is ovwn
trajecnnry — eoennmically, srategically,
andi Ifchene was evera tmse
o sushe i Dk aggil oo think, create,
anid educare i the Xstcenmey, DEnow.
The core challenge isiohanich the ides
tha Inclis musrehoose between modem
Imowledge and isowm civilisabonal her
iage. Thechodceis not betvwesn English
aril Sansdot, betwesn STEM and the
LUipanshads, between global science

chice is betwesn o borrowed maodel af
medernity and & self-confident, phural,
nvventive Indian modernity shaped by

ynotdeference. Fanon never ar-

he the unthinking clevation of
Hfmmm&ﬂﬂmﬂili-
car Cabral nsisted that returning o the
soigfee’ dives not meanromanticising the
past, but rerieving the cultural condi-
dence pecessary tashape the future,

For Inclia, the tash is not o erese Ma-
caulay, but e,

To outgrow Macaulay mesins ac-

Nandy  knowledging both the gains and the
bosses of the colonial epcounger, Eng- |

lish prve Indin access e global sdence
and pechmology: it built bri BT
lingeler: comenurites; & fselled India’s
entry into comenenee, and dipbemacy.
But it aleodisplaced lindigenous krverd-
edpe syatems; narrowed deflmiGons
af ment and embedded the idea that
achirvermend B in i ationolWsierm
Eistinstines, noLin refvestiog.
Toourgnow Macushay means recog-
niging that the *mindset of daveny is
not merely o lnguistc ks, B shmes

upwhenanIndianrescarcher hesitntes kb

e pubdish in arl]ud.i.lmp.'hrrlﬁlhl-'l.'d!.'-m'
fareign joumalscarmy grealer prestge

T surfaceswhisn Indmpuniver2giesare g

jusdged peimarily by how closely they
resemble Americen ones 1 appears
when social sceec frames local prab
et chrowsh o theories wilkow

when  nshing whether ladia’s own ingcflectual

archiveialber docper siphi :
s call opensthies linesef nation:

alm-n?rtﬂm.
The first & educarional. India's

Matsonal Educstion Policy (20200 al-
rendy auunummrrmndﬁ"rimhm
alcarnss — st er-Sogue merreion,
classleal Bampages, Indian knomededye
systems, libeval ares, aod maliadiscpli-
mary umnersdies, Hu the devper ahift
is epistemoagical. Decalealsap the
errricuhim requres not |m~|.'|;'u|ﬂd1u.

ancient bexts, hut asking foundarional
questions: What counts as knowledge?
Whose woices are stored in the sylks-
bus? Wy dowe read Aristotle and not

s Kautilya with equal seriousness? Why

are Indian systems of bogic, medicine,

mathematics, aesghetics, ard govern-

aneetreated s cultural artefacts rather

than as living knowledge raditions with
ical value!

Bl g MECT oA
gpement. 10 would cultvaee confidence
without inchilging chaminism,

The third is imagindtive. As think-
ers like Achille Mbembe remind s,
decolontsation ts fundamencalby sboue
re-smngirang horfecns, frasks: What -
TUres CRn e Envisian when wenn kinger
see ouirseives as inheritors of someone
else's moded of progress? For Indis, this
Mﬁlfﬁﬁhninshsmuchwmm
netalgia but 2 generative inspiration,
India’s intelectual traditions —wherher
the rativeality of Aury, the pharalism
of the Sramana traditicns, or the e
mAnities — offer concepnual resoures:
for El.lEr:.l;rh : !lﬁrrr.:‘.lhﬂl.ma.bl,l:}- ta
artificial ”&m i,

L anisation m i
r- I-I-ﬂ‘ Buard

Rrime mingster’s | T
sgnificance, norgs mléﬂmln,:hy..n-g
=38 ntelloctunl pni, W sigrals um:l;,;
I PAL L reeBnStTICtiom —of oy
ﬂ'litl'ml,'n;n_-‘. rmﬂl"—'hm o Cil-
sorstd attitudes, It jrniies tmm'm“
0 Imagine an Inda iy is nui;-:;T
* e il 7
inself Modern !ruﬁl.w LT '-""ml'iﬂbi}'
English | Meed 0t reject the
A1 intgiEge i reglaim jes o i
16 L vy 15 Ehes s irei
L propress bies coky in hi.;-..ml’r.::‘
'ﬁ:ﬂ""?‘- AL rmEnl e el |.!.'||'||-\.
i f D wonor bl vk sonom Disscimnge 1w i
vl vy, Thevakomisiviny, af 1= b,
il art ol recovering that cenm,

Wie canoet unda the past. But we
ean barild a future in which the Indian
i — cuirioass, iventree, gloial — pg
lnogger needs Macaulay asits reference
poimt. That m the: e messsne af inge)-
begqual fresckom. r.|r|:|u1u.-'l-!'|-d'|-|'l'-“"'ﬂ-|'l'|d.

r'n’:"lﬁ'?-ﬁ'l'-'-l'f-' ] .'ll.mf-.“-'«".-‘ﬂ-"fﬂﬂl"'!lr
Socta! Sciences, Rarriinh Diriersioy of
Aplind Sciemies) e S
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Reclaiming India’s role as a
global education hub

VK PAUL,
SHASHANK SHAH
& OSHIN DHARAP

India carries a formidable legacy as the cradle of
ancient knowledge systems and universities
such as Takshashila, Nalanda, Vallabhi, Vikramshila
and Odantapurl. For milkennia, it has sustalned
mudtidisciplinary higher leaming that reached far
beyond the subcontinent. Teday, the global skills
and tabent landscape is being reshaped at a dra-
matic pace. This moment offers Indla an oppor-
tunity oo reclaim its heritage as a chilisational edu-
cator and position its higher education Institutions
as global hubs of knowledge, research and inno-
vation in the 215t century,

Oveer the last seventy-five years, India's higher
education system has expandead enormoushy. With
the launch of the National Education Policy 2020,
the country has raken a decisive step towards
future readiness by identifying the international-
isation of higher educaton-especially “Internation-
alisation at home" — as a key driver of systemic
transformation. An overwhelming 97 per cent of
Indian students study in Indizn institutions.

They will form the backbone of India's work-
force and coniribute to the global talent pool as
well. Ensuring that their academic experience
meets world-class standands is therefore not just
a matter of educational guality but of national
competitiveness. Yet, a sharp disparity persists in
student mobility. Outbound student

than ™es Civ.
numbers have surged, with more 4 E.[bt ioneer

13.35 lakh Indians studying abroad
2024, predominantly In Anglophone
destinations such as Canada, the United
states, the United Kingdom and Australia. In con-
trast, India hosted only about 47,000 foreign stu-
dents In 2022, nearly a third of them from Nepal.
For every Intemational student studying In India,
approximately twenty-eight Indian students are
enrolled abroad. This is despite regulatory provi-
shons that allow supernumerary seats for intemna-
tional students and a variety of scholarships to
support their education in India. The imbalance
underscores both the challenge of retaining
talentwithin the country and the difficulty of pos|-
tioning India as an attractive host destination.
several forces continue to push Indian students
overseas: the appeal of immersive international
exposure, the lure of post-study work opportuni-
ties and the percepton of higher academic
guality abroad, The financial implicatlons of this
trend are significant. Indian famlilies spend
between US$47-70 billion annually-equivalent to
¥1.5-6 lakh crore-on overseas education In uition
fees and lving expenses alone. This outflow Is estl-
miated to be elght o twelve times the central gov-
ernment's higher education budger. Addressing
this imbalance makes Internationalisation at

home not merely desirable but necessary, both

for fiscal prudence and systemic strengthening.
Recognising this urgency, India has initiated
several major reforms in recent years. The estab-
lishment of the IFSCA GIFT City ramework in 2022
and the UGC's regulatory framework in 2023 paved
the way for International universities i enter India
Deakin University and the University of
Wollongong became the first forelgn instinstions
to start operations in GIFT City. The University of
southampton st up the firstinternational branch
campus in Gurugram, and several more-includ-
ing the University of Liverpool, University of
York, Unbversity of Aberdeen, University of Westem
Australia, IWinois Institute of Technology and
Istituto Europeo di Design — have announced
plans to launch campuses in Bengaluru and Navi
Mumbai's emerging International Education City.
The National Forensic Sciences University
opened a campus in Jinja, Uganda, in 2023, IIT
Madras and IT Delhi have launched campuses in
Zanzibar and Abu Dhabi, while 1M Ahmedabad
has established a presence in Dubal and 11T
Bombay in Sendai, japan. joint, dual and twinning
degres programimies are now possible through col-
laborations between Indian and foreign univer-
gities, and the newly notified Equivalence
regulations 2025 offer clarity on recognising
foreign qualifications. For india to evolve into a
genuine global education destination, it must
strengthen the larger ecosystems. This requires
world-class infrastructure, cutting-edge research
ecosystems, globalky competitve cumicula and the
ability to attract and retain top faculty, including
members of the Indian diaspora.
Regulatory processes — from visa
facilitation to quallfication recogni-
tion — must be simplified, and
internship opportunities for interna-
tional students must become more accessible.
India must also strategically fund Intemation-
al research collaborations, global teaching
exchanges and faculty mobiity to ensure sustained
knowledge flows. Equally impartant is a strong
branding and outreach strategy that communi-
cates India’s distinctive academic strengths and
shiowcases the achievernents of global lumniwihoe
studied at Indian institutions. Tailored academ-
ic offerings — whether STEM and Bharatiya Gyan
Parampara programmes for Western learmers or
lsed courses in agriculture, healthcare, edu-
cation and digital finance for African studentscan
help Indla address diverse global needs. Looking
ahead, India must aim to triple inbound interna.
tianal student enrolment to at least 1.5 lakh by
2030. With the right systemic reforms, regulato-
ry coherence and Institutional strategies, India has
both the heritage and the capability to re-emerge
as a global centre of leaming-well before 2047,

VI Pl Is o Member, N Aayog; ) daliypioner
Shashank Shah Is & Senter Speciallst,
WIT) Aayog; and Oshin Dharep & a @ 2diypionge,
L @ ™ Proneer
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ﬁShrinking space

for the

Humanities

A better understanding of the complementarity

of science and the Humanities is essential for a

functional and progressive society

e———_ T
C. Gopinathan Pillai
dreg pillsidymsall. oom

igher education across the

world has, of late, been

witnessing a significant

shift toward disciplines
such as science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).
These disciplines foster technical
knowledge and analytical skills and are
much sought after because they are
congidered job-oriented. Modern
universities, driven by global '
economic uncertainties and market
forces, and seeking external funding
and research grants, seem to be under
pressure to prioritise Programmes
based on these disciplines. Besides,
elite private universities, eager (o
justify exorbitant tuition fees, offer
state-of- the-art courses aligned with
the STEM trend.

It is unfortunate that the excessive
patronage extended to such
new-generation programmes is at the
expense of the Humanities, which
includes subjects such as history,
philosophy, language and literature.
There has been a systematic and
organised attempt to marginalise and
deprioritise such academic disciplings.
guch diserimination is evident in the
slashing of departmental funding and

downsizing of the 1".=|.1:1.I]1'ir -
developments that inevitably lead to
declining student enrollment,
programme termination, and,
ultimately, the closure of entire
departments. i

The Humanities engage with human
culture, history, and experience
through critical and interpretive
enquiry. They explore human vahies,
expressions, and societies to deepen
our understanding of what it means to

be human. Studying the Humanities
develops critical thinking, cultural
awareness, empathy, ethical
intelligence, and strong
communication skills, shaping
learners into well-rounded individuals.
Endowed with historical perspective,
moral sensibility, and creativity, such
individuals stand ready to bring
qualitative changes to social life.
Though these attributes may not
always ensure lucrative jobs,
unemployment is not particularly
widespread among Humanities
graduates. Their versatility, general
awareness, leadership qualities, and
flair for langyages are indeed
marketable. They have the potential t
become great teachers who can mould
the minds of millions; statesmen who
think abour the next generation and
not just the next election; intellectuals
who raise the level of public discourse;
and soclal activists driven by justice,
equality, and democratic values.

Social harmony

The decline and devaluation of the
Humanities and the shrinking space
they occupy ON uUniversity campuses
does not augur well for social
harmony and peace. The trend reflects
a moral ambivalence and culbural
degeneration, often camouflaged by
the ostentatious display of material
Prosperity.

The diminishing role assigned to
disciplines other than science,
technology and business studies can
undermine the cause of social justice
and bring about cultural disintegration
and moral corruption. It might spawn
a generation that is too positivist anid
desensitised, A system'that focuses
solely on the creation of a knowledge
economy would produce encrnots
wealth but promotes endless mass

HINDU (MAGAZINE -7), 07 DECEMBER 2025

CONSUTMPHON, an outcome of a
commercialized education systern.

& better understanding of the
complementarity of science and the
Humanities 18 essential for & functional
and progressive society. A
convergence of the head and the
heart, intellect and emotion, what
Matthew Arnold called "sweetness and
light" would be the panacea for a
wounded civilisation. Scientific temper
blended with creativity is essential for
the modern man,

In this context, it might not be out
of place to recall the insightful
ohservations made by Jawaharlal
Wehru, the visionary leader of India,
on the need to combine scienthc
temper with the emancipatery
potential of the Humanities: According
to Nehru, a university must stand for
humanism, tolerance, reasol,
adventure of ideas, and the quest for
truth. He visualised the harmoniows
coexistence of the Humanities and
science and technology on Indian
campuses. He believed that critical
thinking, humanism and social
responsibilicy would humanise
technology.

Herbert Marcuse, the
German-American social eritic and
political theorist of the "Frankfurt
School’, posited that denial of the
study of Humanities and the broader
philosophical capacity for critical
thinking, contributes significantly to
the creation of the “one-dimensional
man”, who seldom questons the
status guo and always accepts the
dominant social order.

Modern society, propelled by
technological rationality and
consumerism, focuses on what is

immediately useful. The prevailing
education sysrem that dispenses with
critical thinking will promote a
ufilitarian culture that produces
individuals who are unable o
recopnise their own alienation or
challenge the social control under
which they are reduced to blissful
slaves.

Scientists seek to unravel the
mysteries of the physical universe. But
empathy, emotional intelligence and
intuition nurtured by the Humanities
are needed to know the inner
universe, to strike a chord with the
serill sad music of humanity” and w
probe the possibility of a more
fulfilling existence on this planet.
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_I1l.- T e gl b i Dodin

.-Ii..'l:ﬂ_ﬁ Arwmbhat By

Wl Ritn [osy, b

Mt roovng ewks . b

g 'tjln.-h Teamiiesd i bwr off Ty
X ik A i i bk o b s,
e e delioery een whi
eyl IZ.'q':J e i pipne (LEGINT Ll
o i ;I-“ Iy Better (1 Englizh i
han their Hing VAl ents
a‘l;::n !:115 writlen of (he
il sy in English
hTthm:d feaching in iz iy hap
s:u-l.a].;.:m STEE, 35 voung Indlians pot

SPoken by the coutitry's elites

. English k= an Indian bngnape
118 =0 joined af ke Tﬂmﬁuﬁ;
and Peser that the English paubdip
sphere in bdia — the zore of dis
ff'.;-';:e‘-mﬂd by langueage in which
, are exchanged in the media,
1 educational institutions, in bouk.
ﬂl?Pﬁmdmieﬁ_nhgre pabdic opirion
15-1-1131'?11_ —s hﬁ&atﬂl’jﬂmmﬁmn
The public sphere of any languaps is
likedy e bo an unequal place becsuse
that is the nature of human soce-
T but the Englich public sphere in
India s & ttle like a bevitating bubide
Unlike & Enshble, 11 is resifient and in
ne danger of popping hut it does tend
to flesat above the vast majority of the
people that it discusses, makes policy
for and crestes public opinion abmat;
the public that it pddresss: consists
of the Indian people mimis overvone
wht dossn't apeak or mad English
HNumerically, this is still a lot of people
becauss India is o massive country,
Bugl it is still & very small fraction of
thie con iy s population

This b nof unigue o Indis; all for-
mally colonised coumtries tend {0 he
admimistersd by a class descanded
Froen farmery collaborating elites flu-
ant in the language of the colonising
country, What is interesting ahout
the Indian instance b5 dhe ability of
1ts anglophone elite bo create and sus-
tin an English-speaking warld fhat
15 10 s degres imdependent of the
English-speaking world of the Wesi
Ahiers newspapers like The New York
Times make canohbcal judgments
about culture and history and politics.
H:u_.:t!sh-la,nmm puklishing

houses in Iedla pubfish fiction and
non-tetbon foe & mainky Indisn an-

For the ““‘;. En being
mm Trudin mﬁmﬁ
Lt D besing sevpled elavahete M
the Wesd. The ceuvre of the hugely in-
fruential Subaltern Studies Collective
wis pubilished by pablishing bouses
In India bong before it found an ao-
dience abroad. Some of these pub

lishers were afifiated with Western

mukuiknsayan & hatmalloom
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The English public sphere in India has a curious p

First language

MUKUL KESAVAN

university presses apd publishing
honszs, Bke the Ouford Usdversity
Press and Penguin, bat their Indian
arms functioned sa editarally
tnpmmes arganisations, The role of
QU India, Permanent Black, Kali for
Women and Seagull Books, oo meme
Just 5 few, in creating & clrcumsiance
where Indien writers and scholars
coudd publish foe Indian readers
withons looling over thelr ehoulders
at editors and pobdishers Elsewhers
helpes] Build an English pabdic sphere
loral to Indis. But Sor them, e histo-
ey af South Asia and suboontinenial
fiction in English, to take just two
kirels of writing, woukd be less vart-
s and rich.

Thasl said, the silosd netare of the
Enplish public sphare in India snd its
distance from adiacent Indism lan-
manges i, or ought o be, strtling

There & a ki apartheid sl e,
Intn in mmat calhpalwhre
English spia and wrdiers amd,

‘creators’ inbabil separate spaces.
Seminars, panels, condferences, think
tanks, book dEscussions, amd book-
shops are Fairly rigidly davided by lan
guape, This is probably truer of Delhi
arel Mumbai than it &= of Calcubla or
B, but | don't think 565 comimeer
cifl to saw that there is remarkaly
litthe crossover between the pablic

tes abongt this ten ¢ bowmrils ik
"Engilsh-caly &% sl

I’ES?H@

anid Hanis Musheang, both af whodm
wra the International Man H"-"'"""'_r
Prize for their fiction, carry this tradi-
tinn Enewartd; theey might pyoen presaue
& change given the bong overdue al-
penitiran Al adeniratian that the prze
has hrowghi in its wake
Eut it is still worth sayving that the
bonkshon [ visit offers Tomb of Saad,
the translation of Ceetanjali Shree's
Bet Semethal. not the origiral This
L= If is because the Bookshiop anly stocks
e g | English language books. [ this i
ism't exeepticnal; apart from raliway
station bookstalls, #very bookshop
i Delhl that sslls English bookes ol
sells Enplich books. [n the heart of
Hindi's heartland. theee |5 Dever any
sign of the Magari sevipe. Through my

enoounbersd a bookshbop thet stecked
English books  alongside  whale
shelves of books in Hindl, Ir clossd

thie fauldt of L bookshop awners; itis
down to thelr dlisntele, People like me
don't buy books in Hindi, Amitabha
Hagrhi, whe writes nowels in English,
has spoliet af the sense of (nolmacy
he experietces ahen he reads Hindg
norvels, Why do English readers wha
Enow Hindk deny themselves thar
Fleasure? 1 can only bnsagine thar
the cachet of Englich and a lack of
et mre part of the answer, In
Bangalore, 1 imagine, there are nomd-
s n‘ll:rtl:lufll."l:;l hnnnadize: wha, ke
b WisE, PEVer buy a bood in K f

Generationally, this separation  In my genecation, this umﬂﬁm
Bk b3 bo growing. [ can bestlly 1o frue of misgdle cliss Betigikis, Hoppadi
ihis in an anecdotal way, My sumt, contemgsracies it collece used bo
Who was & lecturer in Hindl in the  write letiers home to their s
University of Delhi, tranclated fic- i Bagla i even if the books they
on and nendiction from Bengall  were veading in their hestel reoms
and Urdu into Hindi. Her shelves  were all i Emglishe they  alwss
ware, tharefoee, filled with books in  claimed Cowiliarity with the Bangaki
Engliah, Hindi, Bengali and Updu, My canco, Argvdetally apais, their ohil-
Cathheer, whio used to halljokingly ssy  diren seem 1o be lost o Engtich

thiat be spolie English in five Indian If amything, the alimagon frem
Eamguages, had a study piled Tighwith — dest st Eungges seoms to be accel-
Bonks in seripts oouddn't resd, In'his  exating in Shis thin demograghie. The
retirement, he attemptod o history of  new:, expensive, intemationad sehools
modert printing and publishing in - are desiged 1o phpsically export
Inidis which resulled in shelves dhad  their voung cistomers ra the Westem
Mhestrabed the diffevence between his  metropodiz, pol merely o oubtusally
muktilinguaa) work] and the monecwd:.  alivnage thene 10 worth reisindieg
tare | volantariy nhabsted parsedves thal in o digid eneanm-

Rnmachandrn Gaba has wril-  ment where coatend i3 incressingly

cuELs] 'rg' %uﬂﬁfﬁ\;‘ﬁ
W3 imporiant io say heve thet fhere  spbard s adagmed onlecjmise, Ins
e many firstrie misds o edin  wocld wheee asnoondie mibeeider e
thaad ixalfie in several Tnnguages. Tk mwurav.m?mmnmm anchor

il k& possible 1o discern & trend, to Kke Rivish Humar reach rilions
ape that bilirgusl achotars and writ  moce people fhim fhe bestEmorem
gra tend to produce their importand  anglophone inteliectuala, this exci-
wiirk in English, Girish Barnad, Wijay  sivish, inourioos enclave cours el
Tendulkar, DR Anasthanurthy and - @vance. Like all banfrphs, we risk.
Mahasweta Devi ame olwious exceqe  going oat of Buskness, st gradaaliy
Hons to this ke Geetanjali Shree  and then all stovee, '-i.t'k%""w.ll L

spheres of English and ofher Indtlan
lanpas
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FUTURE PROOFING EDUCATION

Pvtor govtschool? How
parentsin K’taka decide

Anew survey shows
that parents prefer govt
schools and move to
private institutions only
under certain conditions

PRAMOD SRIDHARAMURTHY
ARD SUDHIRA H S

of years, there b been a familiar

debate in Kamaraka’s public edu-

cation circles, Neves reports, edu-
caton afficials, and pablic discussions
often claim that parents are steadily
ahandoning grvernmentschooks for pr-
watde et 1L i view repeated so-often
thar it fsels like semled mathe

A new statewide snady covering
.1 4% parents aeross 34 education dis-
tricts now axnplicates bt parcative.
The findings reveal thar moat parents
still prefer government schisols and
MYE B0 privale instnstions andy when
ceriain conditions push themioda s,

The dasnis clear. Families carning less
than Bs 10,000 o moeth show a strong
preference for et schools,
Micdie-incume Emalies do the same
uribessd coTTalin conesrns grow oo large.
Uy high-income fmilies me alimost

Theidem

:J'm‘mmrmr:lmt ﬁﬂ]‘!.i.ll'l.l."dr;:pﬂt

againstthe mam-

e
b is present bt il

Oneofthe hisd
the shilt 1o privaze sdlmls iz the de-
esand for English medium instruction,
Thischaiceisno rovtedeither in seanes

o appewrance. Parents see English as
essential in futare opportuniges. Even b
Frumilies thit are safisfied with many as-
pects of government schoals feel they
prvuist switch i English msdium oqaans
are nod availabie.

Another factor s the p-crrcp;:lm af
teaching qualiny. Mamy parents belisve
private schovls offer benter teaching
even though government tegchers are
better qualified, receie
ing and ofien pcﬁmmb:ﬂamm:ﬂ
ASAPEEMIETAE,

The perceprion gap may exls be
esiirser Hheese strengths are not visshle to

parents, who judpe what they cam ab-
serve direcly, They metion punctualits,
notbools checkol hofeng i folige-ap.
clnssroaim wider and regolar commu-
llll.nll'.lllﬂ

Thestedyalsocapturesthe strengths
of government sehools A larger
of parents appreviste the midday meal
pragramiee, they also value the sports

opportunities provided; two-thirds siid
that mb:nll:-mrnpklrﬂ-re
syllnbuson time; and duirty-f
of parents said tharproodmity ﬁlﬁ:t“
neeessinfluenced their decisicn,
Families also recognise the presence  nes
of rrained teachers and a generally safe
ervironment. Despite thess strengths,
governmeent schools are stlll often
viewed a5 welfare-oriented instinstions
rather than guality public services,
Tescher availability stands oue as
another conoerm. Seven in 10 parents
warry aboul shartages, freguent staff
changes or umcertainty in sRffing.
Many also belicve that govermmend
peachess handle asignilicam amount of

non-teaching wark, which affects how
they view teaching consisency,
Sevenry-orne percent of pareits liss
tenching quality as a comcern. Mos
cannntevakiate teaching rechnigques, 50
ﬂ‘h.'IJfEd:FDH visible cues, such as schoal

ding. classrooa arder, bomewark
follw-up and peneral discipline.
Parents also feel that privage schoals
respid fsger, share npdates regularly
and keepcommundcation simpli,
Ahoat half the parents say that the
lnck ol CRSE o ICSE optionsin gowven
mient schioals influences their decision,
Mmym&wllwmmasuﬂw-
nitles, =ven thawgh
I:u'lhl'l:\lmr RCERT Eamimwvrk,
Farentsalsofed theyhave moncim -
e i privane schools. [n governmeno
schoods, many nre unsure abouws thelr
e rode
Thee suily also shimvs ehint s per-
nroang] wliny s chooss pri-
et mchoofs are aften misumidenaood
Only a small proportion of parents see
privite schooling as astacus choies, and
st deagree, For these familics, the
shift o priviete schonds is driven mastly
by pracial concermsratherthan image.

Takentogether, the finchings sheweehat
parests are making practical decisons,
Theyrecognise the strengthsof govern-
et schools but worry about onsisteT-
cy, binguage opportunitics, respansive-

ness and predictible tesching.

The data poings toa few arens where
Eneissed armionenuklstrengthen .
mient schooks and reinforee con
e pracrical spproach wothe

Tb.-ﬁmu H 1
demnand for English mediven. Instead of
postioning lanmoasgechoioe i
eomflic, dlg:: state could eonsider mak-
ingmathematicsandsciencetextbooks
hilirgual in the early prades, This gives
children concephual clarity in Kannada
while building comfort with Englishrer-
manology, From high school onwards,
eapecially in Classes 9 aned 10, these
subjects can be offered fully in English,

“This phasad approach ghes families a

MEns Bystem.

The second imodves reframing the
strengths of grvernment schools. Free
education, middsy mesl, spors Bl
ifies, a0 and relinble syllabus
completion should be presented as
markers af guality rather than as wel-
Eare benefits.

When strengths are seen as welfare,
families underestimate their vadue,

Teacher svailabiliny needs impeove-
enent &8 well. Filling vacancies ismmgpaor-
tant, bist stahiiity du;_mghmﬁ e
rattersjust asmuch Ensuring
teachers are appainted before :JHFE
besgms and preferring candidaes who
buwve cleaned eligibtliey vens can make a
noticeahle difference, Publishing teach-
eravailabiby a1 the schoal level can also
rmitke progress viskile 1o panenis.

Physical conditions strangly shape
perception. Clean classrooms, proper
eileets, lighting and basic tesching ma-
eerials mamer w0 familes. C5E faodng
shoukl support minemal infrasmcire
Empravensents acrmss many schools
rxther than deepupgradesmaondya few,

Communicntion is asother area
where improvemsents can help. Many
parents nre wnmware af existing mitd-
ehves amdl spadend achssvenients in gov
ermrent schosk.

Paremlal participaticon matters. He-
s furmal parent teacher meetings.,
schoods can create Nexibde PTM days,
SDMCE tnn be srengrhened dhroagh
perindic traiming and more strucired
invalvemmens,

(The owirers ey stk Mt
Literacy Project, i son-prafis dhar
semny formarnay endancring the guadkey of
EvCUTR T EOETTEE sohoals) ) gy
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Protection,
not surveillance

Why In is important o teach digisal dignity in educational institutions,
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What are concerns over the draft ISI Bill, 2025?

Wiy did the Minisrry of Stansties snd Programme [

Act, FIS97 Wiy are students and academicans

Lredian Statisiey] Instne (1503 whe dikn
1hir! L imcren s akmed so i the
Insting e of ity acadermic mpcnomy bs
carresring i fros o “replcened socleny o
& marebary Ty erpocne.

W b s i al e BRET
Thie B wen fvanidad by Devemmber 1901 b
L. Mahalsnohi In Holkaia and has sinoe
o bnan oo of Endla’s ot
Bradese il séiearch EniliolSie.
Irsricune was originaliy regsered in April
1L, urader the Sockeges Regmmadan =
el mar, ared laler se-segmnnd wader the
W Bengal Socierles Foglomaton acof
L. Brieg g wecwiy procded te
Lresrivene bis oo e FeOramchars ol

FLARLET

- = 3

Eiajardaenpee T Fod-ai-ted raan il e e s neEn

HINDU (P-8), 08 DECEMBER 2025

wrwvw v resuins iy S be vizhile,
rece v b 3 prash Far o corpariie
sl of Tadadiag n Lhw drafi R

fun e Sar hosl; rese e rohects could he
i piobles b tha Ferre, Section 240 Lhe
prepnesd AL it deals with 1]

Pecds oiber.
MTFE] nﬂ Fadsen] b tham
apeing he Bl ok all ol
willl B perorolled bry i Urion
FLSEITRIATE, thee: Bl il
thee were W b resresthees B B2

wipzwl, G Wi and cra

Bl warker)ow of the 33
TEpresenlanes on Uee cancil, o Bade beix
‘dhan aue-shind. Bow these wlibe noes
Frodewior Sarioer mid thea sfisrthe
projmend BEL Sip1F are spgielwrsicon of
PRl ko i e sperinrRees
Ly fh e Ursen Gosermamany,

What b the geswrnren saybong?
The pom=mivenl chinres thai the- ey

2n k& L vaion 1o
e B det only ofie of che b in Dl
| B ceve of the Soressst lastileles in ke
wprrrbd i A | sttt igrpromchem In
curierary in 3001, A preas e slaind

sgilementation rela: the dralt indian Stastical Tnstiuee B 2005, epealin atistical 2
BTOEESNG? B wil I flect e reveuse et poe s :ﬂr;m‘grlrtlnmm St Irnsrruin

THE GIST

T8 i, b ind o
Prcnrber 1N Ep 3L
Mhaianobis i Kokl grd
L T R T E Y]
b’y ot

HadTE e d -k
[t

i prrepre rmat ol e chad
ek b o e e
I i e e S et
il ey 1 e b s i
ok o L Mo mues
PRI i e el a1 P
Wl gl prpm ey
pemrngrp b 0

-

Vipeam Fmreaa n’
Faharaw 0 b bp
TR W D L e’y i
H1d% MY meieg S i

oo W e Ll s iy
Hatibe mrirhiy B oy

arcadion  baw T, and regralaten. andl Qiperatiann Reseanch peoprcasve federalism. On Fovember B | U, over D yoears, Erds soview
Faillagis il eoacied the Indlae Sear sical b e s ol sn phenin s sial of Eo | comenieer had roemiced e
Tnsnime: AT, 1555, diclarig B9 3 an Why are academlolans preusagy frrrad 3 humum ehaik and Bl o pabilie Rigopioaiag &6 151 The mand rovean,
Isdtumion of Madonal Mipoctasos 151 The primary cancers of thise oppotsg meeing sedr T Rairaie cunpoa o, chulred by D B Mashalkar in 240,
Wy schnlars bnk the erigis of e the céradt Bill Iz A the 151 nahirsiaml ET, Rosd inMarih Kilkaia recoTaTe ekl A refain ko
Hiudrde indiep aial sinim il changs, fom s “asegnlerd These oppeeang Tie et Bl poend ot | enengies . abmine
1] [l Wnititale with sraplng Isdia's sechy 00§ stanstery Dody oorpoeri™. 1 e praeTEnse Alrieiuee. o n g progeaTiTeel, i moke (5 ghskaly
plazning ard palicy apgindis, The wavidog P0RE b, vested mucherity b canpebiive.

A TECERL lener by shout 1204

Hural ':l'ﬂﬂlﬁﬂ. scarbamiciass 1o B irderjc Singh, coim ol with scademic 1Ef{eFEI O

MRS e 151, mny Minduer of St Jh deparedl Clarge ard protedurd n-ﬂnﬂ-r:::ul : mhuﬁlﬂim "
~ r v

e fnbradadion of Mdia's oifclalisiateten) | pigEF], sared thoet dhene & o innopene | m o P LRI by

e thoe WoSP) shield s peal U
{1 e, afodiahy the duckTy and
myoedipns 3 i withdi vialaies i i
gpiri ol tha agrocire beeween e
purrral by of e seckidy and ke |
EEeemment. The ketler ah abma Lhai thie |
Tooer aa by Lhe peciely fegimened

pinry hady o ke nlriagex
e the Jurisdctian af L Societies
Fegharvrtien Al and | gt (e il of

[iing o IMHEPI:I:{M
Buyid o Gaversors (el delcod arade parics O o pfsiia
secrion B ol s dar, which o keasly
T hlmrlﬂlmlﬂ'ﬂﬂ
e EapRoray af darelly an
mm:!mmr-ﬂnﬂ
i 51 and chudrman =1 Wes J'HF'
Infra T ke i
Cgrparatin Whiinup Saikar gl fhai the
151 b3 pliow o g baske s ok
wliich i Bagrerm proces slem

kandary
much as Prokessor R B and B0
Warsdhan
Wit wbout | 00 §Nadeals aadaiy
ceiren aoroas bk, 151 offerg |

dur Umies Mmieer of Soaee oS0 arping
Bl 4o wididresr o el Lindan

| Aatisdend irotic Bl JGE, Legder;

| i Trisamis o Cormmue
Party =i Ludla Piaradst! bose absg pablacy
oppeaend rhie drah kepiularkos snl vooed
wa-oppa |l Kl b id im Pxriamem %

Lo

Fomomics, Sctore, Librmery
aral [raoaraankan SO ence, Coppindogy and
Seveny, [y Muragemet) Sricars



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-8), 08 DECEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


B ey
SFUF I oWl

BE MEAD § reg
SRR e, 1 oyt s
]

btk L LT N TSP p———_—"

AT B ey m s ] g glan

chilis. et iy, B = L o

i T T m——
sl (3 il ] bl s

arr e B w i

P e o o P .

wiamr Jrupain U Pl Bl ik i)
e b B W L rarggrn mprn
Lo

Lo Feaa s [ I pray ol 5wy
%0 LN T o, g £ g e

Tq--nqunm.“rl
[

i wroasle medd i ke

i e rleed arr .
W of e gurr uead P

S
paTed by Ui pravesy’ insblliy e
mnr“l.l- I ey por r

i B o o Pl e 0l

obuniba' Srherl b iy il hud
o Than

ardenar

Far e Jeares ol
pam Bidr

PRSI e e P =)
o S b Pt -

. T po e b speral. 0600 0
Mg sl

ln‘n_-rr-mr.'-'ilrhﬂru

B gt B

tal b
uu.luhl:l‘w:hmm
b ok i i
bl Pk

mw“{m

i
e T

&+

2 o i gy el 0
:mm..-ln-h—:.'hn“

e P LT s
::-‘i.'nnl—.mﬁ

™
ki maid.

nmhﬂfw—mf

s

Il LR L e e d BLE
i e e

o ilin B ittt e, o ol m e il iy

s il Bl g B Y
rabemd

.

O the Eronitline - of the crisi

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-4), 08 DECEMBER 2025

THERDAN EXPRESS

TFRCRRNT R & s

ardloo

S s

,IAMHAVING
APANIC ATTACK’

How todetect

warning signs
and what todo
about them

EXPERT ENPLAING
HBimveis Barsl

ool DLLSHEE L H ol pores [l
Wb

FEHTRE o oo
Thawa s the fess 07 o and boe
B Py

s im D5 schnils, conmsclions wark (o supper a generation on the sdge

:f:..'u Thir sl d 1
Wi, 7F

mirr= b
=T
[ PP -
ik iy

R

PMIvi e i R
:l'l'- Lo B

o v sk yeichde il Hold il i TR W e Sl v
Tha g ipscwnor of i Eﬂ#"-‘ : i prrefi ST e — Tarlenprs g
|2 e eREmalith R el BT el il i ey WK, o7 pueskid dali el e P EEW i 1
ol gl bk ey b rad iy T Ry sk ] bt m e Sk e |
e wickmarchb o bt ARMIGER T SRR . Catmirilic Cardl il vgie gy i sy el e ik, "By ik g S sl e
o e . “ i iy ey ot e Lo
alamd F A Pl
pirvims petaTLicn mosld gl rea b 12 b g Y. e P i o i ot o PRI WRE (o rwamirlid, SN the iy AT | CELSRERCL T 3
bl b, Thed po-L w0 O, i gl Fambarr g md
ol by beriand kb Coptmemll o oy e i, sk, il 1 AT LT PO T ol s i i e i n T P B, e 1
[LY L o iy e il o o wmpewin Al EIHW‘-';E::‘::: bz rwm-.
L 3 i P AN T B e [em e s i vl “3al b-dwer b x_'_:h..m#.,-h—i-lm- R =k i
ik Bl R w2 Woss R o mlmirria ok syniied £y i PP r—-.hn.:m-lll_pmm . W o e vk i Lt T T
A ﬂl\-l-*r L s mnlgirry e ey e - wfﬁ
. rrasre |y Ry -Jlﬂ'uidmd L] P"'H“m"' “Lm"n"ﬂ"m"!ﬂ__ A Aeler g A g bl [ KT
TAty e b b e ke b
he e’ ,  PE——— Emmidi. e ARiT - o dge o i T -
Lt . [ v P T e e R T -
] o b i Preericion sl o TV e T L3 s b iLirm
e e ot T LT T e i e ol L L
Pl ' =g Wl b i =i
b s v Al s e e o e el e
'-""“'-.-.n. FraTE S P __.""'l-'l- AT i e Aamehmd #mruuﬂrﬂﬂ 2““'1“'" P B i ] o b 1
ks Fhay
.,u.\.-l:M'r_-:-lH" i peiey e ey i g hl.lml.u'ﬁ.'l':ﬁn'llll'l'l! "'"“j"_ v L il e e ey gy -_-ﬂ-—ﬁ“._';:n'“run
'll'l"'“"""':'_u__'"m“ Ak pal sk B [T vl b i [ el RV P o g . Hﬁ:-—m
abiry e i it M CEVE-LES1E mariia bty PRELARTAN e mﬂﬂrﬂ'ﬂm’aﬂfﬁ* L) 4 - D g, homa
ERIVEEY i il R sy e Tl waiend. jural oy v W T | withdrrwsl Tmm Limiy 7
B B e e L et et wunnlluv—-l--—*-"'_‘: - Phitule, evioma i cihbdnad oy s £
T Ly . o rrel AL P
T cotn | TS L et g S T S
S e RSSO kel | e SEe  smmpitiair
.gm-#_-mﬁ e e el el “m; b il ol g i chddeean gl e P
g bl if e s SRACER T "oz . frurrnel R e o bt - i s o i
T 91 Thel B s H‘Iﬂ s 4l ey sdadaiabidor. - mide m i
e H : PRy g .Hl_lﬂ"- -
4 —ﬁﬂ.w’ e -..r-n.-lﬂ'l-l T ;qrmmln !‘mﬂ“lﬁ“-ﬂf““ﬂ "'a'“"*"' iy e i
1‘. _E’.Hl- e LI iyt iy ST L 41
s
g oo, i i L kel : s, W e, EEHEEE 0y



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-4), 08 DECEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text


PIONEER (P-9), 08 DECEMBER 2025

Time to bid adieu to the Macaulay
mindset and restore cultural confidence

GEETA
BHATT

fis the Dharma Dhwa| rose high inoo the sky
during the lag-hoisting ceramaeny marking the
complation of the Ram Temple Complex in
Ayodhya, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
remarked that nearly 190 years ago, Macaulay
had sown the seeds of upraoting India franm s
civilisational roots. The very questions raised
about the existence of Shrl Ram and the pro-
longed strugele and delay in the construction of
the Bam Temple after Independence were, he
said, consequences of the "Macaulay mindset”
This mindset was oultivated through the Mimste
orn Education” Intreduced and awthared in 1835
by Thomas Macaulay in his capacity as a membsr
of the Executive Council of the then Governor-
General William Bentinck. It fostered an attinude
of apathy towards Bharat's native knowledge
systemns and languages, shaping generations
under a framewnrk that devalued their own cul-
mural, religious and intellectual heritage.

The conviction and self-belief of a natlon are
rooted in the socic-cultural footprints of its
history. Yet, in the decades following
Independence, India's education and adminis-
trative systems continued to bear deep colonial
imprints. The language, curriculum and work
culmure remained largely unchanged even as
white sahibs were replaced by brown sahibs.
Macaulay ultimately succeeded in advancing
what he had envisioned: the establishment of
an intrinsic superiority of the Western model and
the English language, while Sanskrit, Arabic and
other classical tradltions were sidelined. Our
anclent knowledge systems-ranging from science
and mathematics to philosophy-were dismissed
az outdated, irrational or merely religious,
weakening the confidence of pasterity In thesr
own cultural and intellectual heritage.

The Charter Act of 1813, passed by the British
Parliament to renew the East India Company's
mandate in Bharat, introduced a cignificant
clause that provided for the allocation of one lakh
rupees annually for the revival and Improvement
of education among its Indian subjects. In the
decades that followed, the debare aver how this
fund should be used intensified, Thomas
Macaulay vigorously campaigned for directing
this financial suppert exclusively towards
English-medium educatien and Western litera-
ture, arguing against the continuation of funding
for classical Sanskrit, Arablc and Persian learn-

ing. Macaulay prevailed, and state patronage for
Oriental texts and traditional learning centres
declined sharply, marking a decisive shift in edu-
catton pelicy, Macaulay's education policy was
not confined merely to creating "brown sahibs®
0o serve as a British-oriented workforce. It
carried a degper, concealed objective: to under-
mineand ultimately displace the existing 2oclo-
cultural foundations of Bharatiya society,

A letter written by Thomas Macaulay to his
father on 12 October 18356, publishad in The Like
and Letters of Lord Macaulay by his nephew
Genrge Omo Trevelyan, clearly reveals how a

istration in Bharat betereen 1780 and 1810,
offered a remarkable testimony on the indige-
nious education system in the Malabar region. He
obsernved: The children are instructed without
violence and by a process peculiary simple. The
system was ormowed from the Brahmans and
brought frem India to Ewrope. It has been
made the foundaticn of Mational Schools inevery
enlightensed country. Some gratitude is due (o
a people from whom we have learnt (o diffuse
among the lower ranks of society instruction by
one of the most unerring and economical
meLhods wibch has ever been imeented.” Walker
furthier noted that “no people probably appre-
ciate mare justly the iImpartance of instruction
than the Hindus.” His account stands as a pow-
erful acknowledgment of the effectiveness of tra-
ditional modes of education that later inspined
ey models of mass schooling in Europe, even
as they were undermined by the colonial edu-
cation policy imposed on us.

Dr 5. Radhak rishman, as Chalrman of the first
University Education Commissien constibuted
after Independence, stated in it5 1944 repor that
higher education should be imparied through

the regional languages, and (hat

largerideological agenda was being embedded
into Bharatiya society through British education
pidicy. Im this letter, Macaulay candidly states:
“0Our English schools are flourshing wonder-
fulky, We find It difficult-indeed, in some places
impossible-to provide instruction for all who
weant it. A the single town of Hoogly, fourteen
hundred boys ane leaming English. The effect of
this education on the Hindoos is prodigious, Mo
Hindoo who has received an English education
ever remaing sincerely attached to his relfigion.
Some continue 1o profess itas a matter of policy.
but many profiess themselves pure
Deists, and some eémbrace 3
Christianity. It Is my firm belief CLie
that, if our plans of education are fol- I
loweed up, there will not be a single
idolater among the respectable classes in Bengal
thirty years hence. And this will be effected
without any effort to proselyrise; without the
smallest interference with relighous liberty;
merely by the natural operation of knowledge
and reflection. | heartily réjolce in the prospect.
[ri¢ pather ironic that while Macaulay dismissed
the traditienal knowledge systems and cullure
al this land, the very foundations of national
sehoaling in England and several European coun-
tries were inspired by Indian educational prac-
tices-particularly the methods of "monitor,
“slate”, and “group leaming.” Dr Andrew Bell, &
chaplain with the British Army, arrived in Madras
in 1787, During his stay, he observed local chil-
dren learning their alphabet by drawing lecters
in sand, guided by the brighter students in the
class. Struck by the efficiency of this method, he
adapted it into what he called the New Schooling
system” and introduced it in England. The
model became highly popular and soan spread
across Europe. Known as the “Madras Monitorial
system,” [t offered an economical and scalable
approach to mass education. D Bell later estab-
lished a college In Scotland, naming it "Madras
College,” which =till exists, in recognition of the
system’s origin. His student, Mr Lancaster, pro-
mated a similar method, which h-ecamt'l.l.l’tdah'
known a5 the "Bell and Lancaster Model.” Yel
nelther Bell nor Lancaster acknowledged the
indian traditional schooling practices that
inspired their mnovations. Brigadier-General
Alexander Walker, who served the British admin-

loneer

English as the medium of instriction
in higher education should be
T replaced by an Indian language as
early as practicable. The challenge is
nat English 25 a language, bt its long-standing
dominance as the primany markerof inreflect and
academic success in the seven decades since
Independence. Had the recommendatons af this
Commission been implemented earmestly in the
earty decades alter independence, the "Macaulay
syndrome” that condinued i shape our intellec-
tual and culturz] cutlook might well have faded
away by the nwenty-first century.

The Mational Educarion Policy 2020 has
acknowledged and endorsed the traditional
Bharativa Knowledge Systems, integrating them
with the contemporary giobal knowledge
ecogystem that has evolved through expenmen-
taticd, innovation and cross-cultural exchanges.
for the first time, BEharatiya languapges have been
given a level playing field in education, and the
vision and ingenuity of an education policy have
begun to reverse the long cobonial practice of
undermining our native knowledge, sciences and
skills — & practice that left a lasting dentin the
foundation required to strengthen ouwr nadon-
al consciousness. Reballding this confidence
demands that we reclaim and restore the inted:
lectual traditions that once nurtured a vibrant,
self-assured chvlisation. Itis time bo bid adleu to

the Macaulay mindset, f:'-'-ﬂl_n'.
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arcificial Intelligence didn
shoem into educatian, Thend
was o grand moment
whign classrooms suddenly
chiznged. Irstead, A3 arived
slowdy — throwgh shortcuts
duiring lame-night Study ses-
slons, thraugh apps that
explained equations more
patiendy v hetors, thidigh

i reswrd e s B lang & d esd-
lins, Owver e, these =mall
interactions added up et
once fell mevel became
routing, For masmy stidenrs
[y, &2 s simgly pam of hoe

thinking hagpens
A Mpalyear enpiredming
sfpdent in Deihl sald

sosmething recently that cap-
tured this shift perlacis
“tametimes I'M Nop sure
whene my finking ends and
where the AI's suggestion
" chewaitin't admising
gulit. She was trying 1o
gescribe a new infelleccual
experience — the sense that
the bounslary between bar
awn reswaning aad digltal
wysiibanoe ix fading.

Thi numbsers acrass ndia
and giobally show |ust hos
quickly thes shiff hag caken
rogs. be che U5, surdeys of
peers shvow Chatane im four
now uses generathee &l Tor
schoolwark, daihie che
mumsbar tram 2023

Jduits, boo, are Inberacting
gl Al al unprecsdented
races, with more than &0 par
et saying chey wee & sivaral
cims o weesk, In Indla, Al
adapiion in sheals and ool
beges b SCElRrAInE EnEn

faster. & natiomal survey
reported that oyer 70 per
cent of Indisn [eachers
already ugs Al toods for cread-
g Besicknin pilams o S Girad-
mmmmmm
ihe figure evan higher among
eaparienoed beacherd

In higher education,
mard han hall of Indian
unfeersicies now permin
siudents 10 Ude Al toods
and many instiiuglons ane
imcorpombing generstive Al
it curriculum design and
learning maserials

The Incdiars market shos
thés momeEntue Al | edisca-
tion here was valusd at
raughly $us milllkan in 2024
and 1 projected bo CroEs
§1,4 billsoen Oy 2030 — 3 Oain-
poorund anrosl Browth raie of
mare tham 30 parcent. That
growth & driwen by scale;
tnifla- has over 40 mlllien
highareducation Iudents
and ane of the viaild's lagest
schoal systems, with 260
millles schoodchibdnen and
e ihan 8.5 millan eack-
grs, When a vechaclogy
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Al is teaching a generation to sound smart.
That's not the same as being informed

As students worldwide bam to Al for leaming, the divide isn't between wsers and nos-users — it's betwesn thoge whe can question atgorthmac

towclss this system, S¥en
nukeily, the effeci rpple
widely, Bul pumbers onby
tell part of the story, What
mintters mane is what &1 =
dalng to the nner bife af
#duratian — the progess of
il it sel

G|

The &l
| ASTIRICIAL - |
I PITELLIGERMCE |

Far cenpares, educsioh
rifled on @ simple Esump
tham: the work hat mastered
happeied inslde che studair
The essay or the problem
wed W s just evidence af fhat
inbermeal striggle. Leaming
meank grappling with [deay,
wrestlimg with oonfusion.
raking wrong [urng and
correcting eourss. It was
whow, afted Irustraging wadk,
Bt bl the kind of ander-
crarding that stays wih a
parson for e,

A1 serasnbles this logic
ean produce clean, Muent

outpat and thede wis must acoept it - educalion systems aren’ prepared for

canfdent answers instasty,
& sbudent need anly provide
the prompe.

Studiey froem leading unl-
verg| s have Bound that Al-
grnerated Bssays e malch
or outperfarm undargrada-
ale writing In stoocture,
clariny, and argumengation.
Etudents wWha use & o
imphawa Eheir essays often
submit stronger
work=- buk when asked m
e plsin the same ideas onally,
thairunderstanding is notice-

] weaker, The zurfae
Iooks polished, bus e dogith
= missng

ipyganis feed the didfer-
erice. Sureeys I indds and
abroad show Increasing
ande iy &y SIEIEns Wamy
thar Al s dulling their abdimy
iz chimk imdependendy. &
lmrpe mnEjod ity Sy they aften
cannar cell how misth of
treir woork sefleces chelr own
reasoning. And Ehis kSt
lazires; 11's haman prychil-
oy, When a gysiem ghes a
wpeth, Enime diabe anavwer,
s diificul 1o resist tnasting

ih& consequences.

il especially under scadem-
fcpregsume, The mouhie |5 dat
A 16 i aveays corech Lange
languepes modals sdll gener-
ate ahricaced informadion
— sorcalled “hallucinations”
~wilh sarprising comfrdence,
[epending on e guisiion,
ETOr rales can range foen 4
fews parcent [G AEATIy a
gussrter, Bul students rarsly
Basie e thmee ar Ooniexr io
werlfy ewery daczil. When
uncertainiies are wHapRed
In Huentinngoage, shisy Hend
iy the student’'s menlal
miadel withoart deiesran.

Fhizchallange k magnified
in countries like India, whise
access b high-guality ceach-
i fumalng uresen. UESCD

ooty thal Fusdmds al
millices of srudents globaly
lack regular socess bo trained
teachers afd [nilis alone
Fates & masshee shortfall at
musriple levels. insuch eni-
renmenti, &1 somM&nimes
beoamets a substiuie for
fiuman irstruckon.

That cen Do B posserful
wgualiser — Al can deliver
eWpfanations anyzime, inmuk
Hpla mm:allnrm a
student’s pace Bt It also
caaries riskes When stedents
TRy e A wetreor e COmEp-
tual fremmescek Do @valuane I,
ey By absnrh inaocuraces
that vaeaien thelr fanda-
tloms. This creafes a new
wrd of inequality. 1o wed-
ipiETed nstilutons — g
enpmesring colloges, privace
unsersliles, top publle ued
persitles — sigdents afoen
e Al Uhaughclully

They test idess, reline
drafts, or explone alvernaling
approaches. In under:
regoiced isings, sudenis
may use &1 B8 & primary
vagechor. The diference is sl

access; 0 i3 epistemic
resiaence — the ahilicy co
question Chi informaedion &
Sy be Fives voal
Meanwwhile, universbes are:
sieuggling fo respond, Somie
rried bamming AL bur depec:
tion boaks remaln enrelialkia
anyd risk pensiing bonest
stadents OmeT Insitulians
wiolcomad Al bul did not
rethink kot assigramesis are
dhesgred, even though many
traditional Tasks o0 loogpes
ervesdyate whar they onoe did.
il & machéne can prodoce
A puridasive answer bn
fecands, what doas 85 e15Hy
ot a problem set feally tes?
Iniapharcral organisaions
hif baegun sourcier Al e,
Anatysis wiaeth Chat without
asipsamant reform, <oun-
wies could e a decling in
dees Ineraty, feasoning sk,
and independent thnlkeng.
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with &l dally long Delere
insemutions faly adapr
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First, we n=ad 10 redesign
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CAPSUTE TEasoning. ned fost
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reflectigas and reasonkng
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Tor &1 o replace chinking.
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- Jails as classrooms

Promise of a social reset in Punjab, Haryana

/o duet but significant transformation is

1 ., underway in the prisons of Punjab, Harvana
% : ) and Chandigarh. With the rollout of 11 in-

. prison Industrial Training Institutes (TTIs),

~ibwvocational courses aligned with national
skill standards and certification under NCVET/NSQE
the l:egir:m is beginning to reimagine jails not as sites of
punishment, but as spaces of possibility. Over 2,500
inmates are expected to receive traming in trades rang-
Ing from plumbing and welding to cosmetology and tai-
loring. This shift marks one of the most ambitious cor-
rectional-reform initiatives in the country.
This reform is anchored in a simple but powerful
idea: crime reduction is not achieved by harsher incar-
_ ceration, but by equipping individuals with the tools to
rebuild their lives outside the prison walls, Skill devel-
opment, counselling, behavioural training and post-
release placements through tie-ups with government
ITIs or MSME schemes are not concessions: they are
Investments in safer communities. A prisonerwho exits
with certified skills, dignity and a sense of purpose is far
less likely to reoffend than someone released into the
same inequalities that once pushed him into crime.
For this vision to succeed, the state must confront the
deeper barriers that await inmates outside: social stigma,
employer hesitancy, inadequate job-absorption capacity
and the absence of long-term monitoring of reintegration
outcomes. Rehabilitation cannot end at the gate; it must
extend into society. Industries must be incentivised to
hire reformed inmates and communities must be sensi-
tised to recognise rehabilitation as a collective responsi-
bility. Punjab and Haryana now stand at a policy cross-
roads. They can allow this initiative to remain a symbolic
reform, or they can turn it into a structural transforma-
tion that redefines justice itself. True correctional justice
lies not in confinement, but in restoring ciﬁsz to socie-
ty with dignity, opportunity and hope. <4\ b
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To fulfil STEM potential, Indiamust
cast the net wider, go to the roots

RECENT NEWS report says
that the government has
asked ministries and depar-
ments o re-cxamine how
guides for doctoral degrees
are selected. According vo it the govern-
meanit intends for pesearch tobe largely cod-
fined to “topics that fit emerging needs and
priorities of the country”, believing that
PhD programmes should be “reariented to
promote innovation and development of
reesy pelevant ideas and technologies”,

That research of direct relevance tothe

country should e supponed and pro-
moted is inarguable. It s a good starting
point 1o ask where public money is being
spent — it should be fn ways that can be ex-
plained to the public. This also includes
communicating the importance of re-
seanch that has no foresesable application
This i5 as true for STEM (science, techinol-
ogy. engineering. and mathematics) sub-
jects as for non-STEM ones,

The obvious areas of immediate rel-
evance to India include renewable energy,
battery technology, sustainable agricul-
tare, and health techookogies, Thess arsas
tend tobe well-supported anyway, though
mainly through a variety of national
missions spread acnoss several ministries
and government depariments, Standard
government grant mechanizms can be
enhanced easily il additional support
must be directed tosuch arexs, But direct
approaches such as these can be subtly
flawed. This s because they are targeted
to the present and not to the future.
Thinking long-term, there's a broader vir-
tue in building the imagination and agii-
ity to respond towhat might unfold inthe
future rather than to simply go with what

wip spe most clearly moar

In science, developments in applied
areas typically lag basic research, some-
times by decades. This vear's Mobel Prize
in Physics is a good example. An experi-
ment, done in the 15808, that demon-
arrated that quantum mechanics could

»

prominent public universities, has not
been paid for the past nine months. Her
case is not atypdcal.

Someyears ago, an innovathee idea was
implemented, that of transferring fellow-
shipamounts directly tothe bank accounts
of FhDstwdents. This eliminated a specific

manifest at ascale much largerthan that of GAUTAM corrupt practice, whereby some Institu-
single atoms, is of relevance (o quantum [ MENON thons would siphon off a cut from the PhD
i g et e
o papers. 4
The success of Bell Laboratorias, an practice, institutions cannol SUPPOT stu-
American industrial lab thar once held dents in the interim because of the com-
some of the most impactful patents glo- plexities of geming reimbursed.
and optica e ochlogy) s ik P stidents in India, the non ET su-
an fechmo ,was due, B i 7 -MNE -
lamepnmrnnndnmuEEMrm dents, recelve a stipend of Bs BO00 per
was aided by considerable fresdom to ex- momnth, which is below the minimum
ploredirections of no immediate relevance wage. This amount has remained un-
1o the company. Concentrating on ident- changed since 2012, To suppléement this
Ifying areas that seem obvious al present meagre income, students must take on
issuperficially attractive, Forone, progress temporary teaching appoiniments. This
can be easily quantified. But a more reduces the time and attention they can
measyured approach would recognise the devole 1o research,
value ofindirect approaches, those that ad- Here's another problem: Industry-
dress core problems of supporting the funded PhDs are few and far between.,
larger enterprise of knowledge creation, They are absent altogether outside a fow
whether in science and technology or ITTs and similar institstions, This i for sewe-
more broadly. eral reasons, among them a historical dis-
Here's one such problem: Pick ) connect between industry and
any government-funded student, Ensuring the timely academia and the feeling that In-
onewho recebves a fellowshipdi- disbursement of salariesand  dian academia cannot deliver on
rectly. Fellowships awarded by fellowshinsi : , it promises in a timely manner,
agencies such asthe DST and the owshipsis abasichygiene oo e fortraining Indian
UGC are examples. The likeli- factor that Indian higher PhDs 1o be able to better exploit
hood is that they receive thelr  education needstoaddress.  the potential for such collabora-
scholarships only at Intermittent That this issue remains tions as well as to improve the
intervals, often separated by ability of mstinutions and advisars
muﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁfﬂmd.awmdaj.m- “ﬂsﬂhrﬂd- Eigﬂﬂlﬁ to thérm.
;‘?::illsign:;e;mmnt research fel- deeper problems Finally, there ars large parts of
P ng of India’s most academic investigation that have

lirtle or nothing to do with industry or ap-
plications, These include philosophy, socl-
ology. history, political sclence, and soon.
Unbiased enquiry in these areas of the hu-
manities and social sclences is an essential
part of what makes us human. But these
are also areas where the guestion of
“topics that fit emerging needs and prio-
fities of the country™ is subject to most
political interference. Devaluing research
and training in non-5TEM subjects will
not help produce sclentists and engineers
whao are in any way berter placed to ad-
dress India's neads.

In managemeant theory, hyglene factors
are components that, If absent or inad-
equate, lead to demotivation. Thelr pres-
ence only ensures employess are not un-
happy. Specific motivators supplement
them, Including a supportive work en-
vironment and the conviction that one's
work is important.

But there's nogreater demorivamor than
not being pald —orbeing paid very poorty
— for one's work. Ensuring the timely dis-
bursement of salaries and fellowships that
come fromm the government is a basic hy-
Elene factor that Indian higher education
neads to address. That this izene remaing
stubbormly unsobved signals deep prob-
lems with the way we treat the most vulner-
able-of our researchers,

Tasimply do better at what we're dolng
now, as opposed to finding new and more
glamorous things todo, is not often priosd-
tised. If we don't get these basics dght, we
will not get anything else right.

Menon is 8 professor at Ashaka Universing
Vigws are his own and do nof represent
__}::]:'F those of fis institulion
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‘Towards a home-g

KUNTALA
KARKUN

RAVI
POKHARNA

Inufiia's Viksit Bharar asplration by 2047 franscencds
traditional caplal Investment, While tangible
infrastructure remains critical, the primary con-
straint to sustained, high-guality growth is the
knowiedge ecosysiem deficlt To successfully tran-
sition from a middie-income econamy to a fully
developed nation, India must aggressively ouls-
vate 3 robust. home-grown intellectual infrastmsc-
bure; one encompassing R&D, credible think tanks,
advanced data infrastructure, and scalable
domestic Innovation capacity.

India's gross expenditure on RE&ED [GERD)
remains persistently low at just 0,65 per cent of
GDP; Far below advanced economies such as the
US and Germany {3 per cent), as waell a8 emerg-
ing markets ke China (2 per centl. This places
India well under the global average of appraxi-
meafely 1.8 per cent, reflecting a structural under-
investment in innovation, This structural weak-
ness i compounded by a profound imbalance
only about 5 per cent of India’s RAD spending
comes from the private sector, compared o
approximately 70 per cent in the LS,

While the 202526 Union Budget increased
national RED allocations (o T61,028 CToTe, refre-
sending only 1.28 per cent of the Central Budget,
the scale is stll insufMicient to origger the kind of
innowation aoceleration India needs. The govem-
rment's announcerment of a 71 kakh crore Research
Development and Innovation (RO Fund in 2025
could be transformative, but ks iImpact will hings
on execution discipline and meaningful alignment
with private-sector investrment. For the fund o
suooeed, execution discipline musst indude trans-
parent governance, mandated industry co-
funding, and a focus on measurable outoomes
tied to national priorities. ;

This chronic underinvestment depresses inno-
vation output, technological absormption, and pro-
ductivity growth, OECD studies show that a | per
cent rise in business R&D inn't:ti:es m—
ty by approximatefy (.13 per cent, and 3 5
illfil:!rt increase in public RED yields sbout 0.17 per
cent productivity growth. IF India does not
cormect ies R&D deficlt itcannot malmiclalljrdm
its productivity gap with peer economies

India’s innovation outpat has improved. Patent
grants have grown fourfold, from 7,509 (2010-11)
to 28,391 (2020-21). and patent applications have
risen from approximately 39,400 to 58500
(Economic Survey 2022} In 2023, India was
among the fastest-growing patent origing gob-
ally (WIPC)L The gap, though, remains lange. India's
patent portfolio is still only a small fraction of
China's or the Upited Stares’, and over 70 per cent

PIONEER (P-9), 09 DECEMBER 2025

of high-quality publications come from fewer than
200 Institutions, signalling an ecosystem that
remains narmow, mstitutionally shalkow, and
highly concentrated.

et India has proven thst shrategic investments
yield ransformative outcomes. 1580 space

programime, bullt on modest budgets and indige-
nous capabllities, has defivered

rown knowledge ecosystem

intensity; for example, gradually Increasing from
approximately 0.65 per cent to at least 2 per cent
of GOP by 2047, with an increasing share from
the private sectar, This will require not only
higher government cutlays but also incentives
such as tax credits, grants, and public-private
partnerships.

& Instibvtionalising kong-term funding

world-class missions such as
Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan at a
fraction of global costs. India's digital
public Infrastrecture (D7) has revo-
lutionised financial indusion and service dellw
ery and now seérves as 3 model for developing
nations worldwide. These sucoesses demonsirate
that when India invests in knowledge systems
with clarity and commitment, the results can
leaplrog corventional development paths. Talent
k= mof the canstraint. Institutional depth is.

A sucoessiul kncwledge ecosysienm reguires
mane than solated RED kabs; it needs the systemic
translation of research into soticnable posicy and

practice. s £ domestic think
i@nks, podicy centres, and data institetons are crit-
Ical for

& Contextualisation:

Eridging the gap between

academic research and
an-the-ground imlemen-
:auun,generari'lﬁoﬂmem
aranular, India-

g

The Einlmr

cused DAHLE INDIA FOUNDATION

for domestic think tanks and policy
reseanch bodies. Create a dedicated
Wiksit Bharat Knowledge Fund or
similar endowment, allowing malti-
year grants, seed funding for niew institutions, and
stable operating resources,

#Building a National Knowledge Ecasystem, Link
unhersities, research institutes, think tanks,
industry, and government into a network that
facilitates research, innovation, technol gy rans-
fizr, policy formulation. and diffusion of knowl-
edge, especially to MSMES and lagging regions
& Promating technology diffusion beyond large
firms. Provide support for smaller flirms and
regional enterprizes to adopt or adaps technolo-
gies through subsidies, incubation, cutreach, and
technical assistance.

& Expanding the nofion of 3 “domestic
Big Four® beyond consulting firms.
Emcourage the emergence of large, cred-
itle, Indian-cwmed knowledge instiou-
tions and think tanks that can competa
globally in consubtancy, policy research,

data for evidence-based e row ST 1o maxe sow ress data analytics, design, and technology

ance, which global
rmnis often lack

® Diffusion: Ensuring technology and best prac-
tices are adapted and diffused o MSMEs and
lagging reglons, mitigating the concentration of
innovation within a few Llarge Rrms or urban
CEMUTEs.

# [ntellectua] sovereigniye Protecting India's
development agenda from being shaped by
foreign-funded or non-contextual research, and
offering a cost-efficient alternative to large, pro-
rracted global consulting engagements for struc-
tural and social reforms.

India's current policy research landscape
remains fragmented, While NIT] Asvog plays an
important role in policy farmalasion, the broader
ecosystern of independent think tanks and
research institutions operates at a limited scale
with constrained resources. Many rely heavilyon
external grants, limidng their abllity to pursue
long-term, strategic research agendas.

Global shudies show that a | per cent Increase
in RED intensity typlcally dedivers a 013-0.17 per
cent annual boost in productivity growth (OECD.
Ralsing R&D spending could help India break into
the upper-middie-income brackert,
strengthen industrial competitiveness, and
power high-skill job creathon In digital technol-
ogy, blotechnology, artificlal intelligence, and
clean rechnology

To reallse this vision, policymakers must act
weith long-term focus. Key steps should Include:
® Raising R&D Investment to globally compet-
Itive levels. Set a clear national target for R&D

transfer.,

Indias CSR spending has grown sharply, from
P26.278 crore in FY22 to £34.909 crore in P24
[Bharat C5R Performance Repaort, 2024), yet less
than 3 per cent of thiz paod suppaorts research,
policy, or knowledge Infrastructure, Redirecting
even 50 per cent of CSR funding towards
knowledge creation-such as think tanks, pullic
data systems, applbed research labs, and digical
public gocds-would significantly strengthen
India's Intedlectual capacity. In parsllel, indusiry
must deepen (s owm R&D imvestment by lever-
aging fscal Incentives, bullding in-house research
capabilities, and expanding Industry-academia
collaboration. Together, these shifts would
reduce dependence on imported technologles
and extermnal consulting whibe bullding the boang-
term competithweness requined for India's inno-
vatlon-driven growih.

For India 1o becnme a developed nation, i muest
Invest as much In brains, ideas, and institwtions
as In roads, ports, and industrial parks. Countries
that mastered the inowhedge same-South Korea,
Gerrnany, and Japan-used it e leapfog into high-
growth, high-productivity, high-innovation
economles, India's story must now follow that
path. Viksit Bharat requires Viksit Buddhi:

adeveloped nation needs developed minds. The
time 1o bulld Is now. iale
(" He Poitubtre i Exbeuthn plowes. © )
| Dimctor ot Pable lndla .-u.u |
Foundation & Karias P aesivionen
Kerkun b5 @ Sarice
| # Pnie Insia Foundation L
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Polltics ard personal
preferenceswithin R&T
inseitutions himder progress,
Leadership positions and
Sunding decistonsare
sovnetirrnes frnfluernoed by
rovt-seientific comsiderations,
whiichundermines meritocracy
arddiscourages talented
researciers, Bureaucratic
carir overresearch
programmesand budgersis
anoather maiorhirdie,
Government assessmienisreveal
that topinstitutionslike [1Ts
and 5care bogged down by
comiplex accounting riles, rigid
General Financial Rules, amnd

low researchercompensation.
Theseconstraints discourage
irmrovation and rakedt difffcul

[forscientisis o pursue
ambitious projects

nclin is home 10 some of the brighes

sciemitific minds in the warkl, yet it b

s vo Wi ninemalional reognikon

i the form of Kohel Prizes in sdence.
sance the Mobel Prize was first pwarded in
. only 12 individuads of Indian onbgin
hene peceived i, snd jast e were Indian
clizens. Among them, only ome - Te OV
Foasmai - wom in Che Soenoe CRlegory. Wi
Tk i 0 fior his dlscewery ofthe Baman
Effect. Mearly a cenbary has passed sinoe
thensnd dkespiie ey proemisng dsoovencs.
Imdiam scienbisis have not petwrmed o e
Minkse! sragge, This Talses a crucial guession:
whny dioex the MNobel Prize continoe toelude
Imdian sciemii=ta and whal can be Oand (o
change thar*

T uraderstind the issue, we mos s
lnok ar the benader comiext of sdengilic
resgarch i India The ooy has inade
significant mrdes In applied scence and

techrcrdoy, ecpecially in srchs like space
expioraton, phamuceaticds, and mkemtion

Hemever, the Mobel Prizes In science
typically bomour lendamental research
U apens new frontiens of knowleds:. That
Y of resemuch HaE o ] Bl
ingelleciud freedom, and o culture tha

kb thinking. Unfommmely,
Inclis &till Faces severnl chollenges in

I THESE ANGRs.

{Oine maior issiie bs the nature of research
izl Much of Indiay sciemific catpul
imvobves acdapting forelgn echmologics e
bscal cowlicions raber than developing
caigiral, [oundsional innovalions. This i§
partly bevaase Ranading B8 limited and often
sy sulficteril o spnal-sobe esi-Dube bevel
experiments. Lanpe-scabe, high-risk research
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An Indian Nobel~1

peojectx that could kad oo rrasslomuaine
discoveries Fequine suslained imestment,
witich B curnenthy

Acconding tothe Ferstomic Suran: 2004 -2
Inulrs RAD spending remaims ab (=) por
cern of CAE farbehind councnes like Chens
e Lniband S, and Erdd. Withoo adeouate
funding. researchers are foeced 100 work
withdn narow comscemings, which srilliss
creativity and ambiion

ProdTeoRicen el FecogiriThon wWithin Feacaich
iritions Al play o role in shaping the
il ol work scienists pursue. In mamy;
casen carcer advancement i Gad o the
riumber of papers published atherthan
Uheienpacton applicabilingofihe reseanch.

“Thibs cresies & system when: nseschers

femitize quantiny over quality often
E;u.gn,gnn labs-scale stnlies thal are
casier 16 compleic &nd publish b papee
Wistle prihlicaiions are imporiant, they
shacribd mo be 1he soke metric of saccess
A& imiore hiilanced evalisbicon systemthal
includes patents, reckmology rarsiers.
s teid worhd Impact wolsld enooigs
scientlsts bo purase mone dibiliogs snd
goimrenCially pebevanl Tl

The bick of indusieys corfidence in
Il sciernlsts cormpinds the problem
Privaae sectar invohvernent in RED i3
i, arsd compranics often peoform
license forspn techinm oges rather than
{rrvest i chommesric research. This preference
s el oy Gomdend s gleling
ardl ke commercial vighilicy of Indlan
inncvalionns. [m B, mary comganies inclds
B allocarkns In thes budigeds primurily
tovclmim tax deductions under Section 35 of
thie Trsoomee Tix At

A B4 snachy nosed that thesemoenlies
e oy nis sodL with ke aoocinmsiny
fow scimal resednrch ouioomes, As o mesult,
thelnk berveennmdemia and loborssorics
and induistry remains weak, omd loh-scale
resetrchmnehyiranslaes inomake ready
SORIEOT S

Predivkes amad perrannal prefererces within
R&D instrutons fether hingks progeess.
Leaidership positions and handing decisons
appsometimes infleeneal by non-schent e

anid discoiEapes Ak recesnchere,
Bareasoratic conli over research
peugramenes and bodgers is another major
b le. Governmend asscssaments reveal
Lhart Eogp iredibations B [Ts amd B ane
boprped dorwn by compl ex accouniing nales,
righl Comersl Fenencial Riles (GERL and
hw peseancher compensation.
‘Thesecnnsralngs dscoirage Einovacan
anid make i dilbeult fof stenisisn pusshee
ambitious projects. Decisions about funding
anel pengramme dEection
- . are olten made by
adminis=ratorswiihlimi
sclemifie expenlee,
m priorilies
underitibised e,
Tk the sbome o=,
Ircti nseds 0 multS-pronged
T e nabives. st
be Hnked o messurable
reeach oulénmed - such
as palents, pablicattoss, o
Lec gy [rans s - rather
than jst hudges line Hems

Cosnoll af The pervirmurent imed create
Srieniific 8 diedicmed grni schiemes o
Irelistrind high-risk research. with
Biegaarch preer-resdmwed selection and

lorz-t e sapport.

The eseasch Inszingions
shiagk] B¢ peaiied guvonceny B budgel
managisnenl argl profd seledtion, with
schentists. nal buraucrals, leading the
process,

Even thcegh umcerainny is iherent in
all e niafe incquirg Incdism agEnies
tefd Eo lavoar mmuf:m Hw
1hel pETHITESD Ih'ﬂu resiiks. £
high-reward peoposals - ofterthe kind that
beaad 1o Mobel-lirvel disooveries - ane mnely
suppanedl.

Ever with the lasinch of a 85 ¢ lakhoome
Mesemrch Deeebipmier arad Hinovmion {RTH
Scbieme Fand 1o cwnlyse peivale-Secto
Imllllﬂh[‘:l;lﬂﬂ'ﬁbthilbﬁ;rfmﬂ:
oplieg 1Et W siactusul 1 §
fianels iy not sesch profects thin iy push
loisdaries

To nuriure sseribc talenl, [ndia most
fecusan Sckenar. Technology, Englneering,
Mathernatics [STEM) educatian From an
carly age. Programmees ke the Klshane
Varggyanik Procaahan Yomra (WY ) wbich
identified amd supported gifted susderms o
sienoe, must bo revived andoopandied.

Schools should promate frcuniny: bused
lemna. and pm'-'}dhv.: nupi:-rl.-.rulnitlr.-u fur
&l L L0 engage n research projects.
Scholarshi meeneships, fnd expein:
el wiE hl st raor can help nariuee Mobe]
mntinders. indis must alenolfer competitie
aafries, restanch aulooomy, and dearcireer
Lk e peLatin tadern. oirds and reoopmitions
shanzld he BHked mn pecfrmance and
inrervilion. ol senboricy o baregucracy

Bruilcling woekl-class peseanch institutions
bs essential for fostering Nobel lovel woek,
Wil ] i b Prestighious st il ions Bke
ihe Indiam Instinges of Technology (FTe)
and e Indizm Insticuce of Scieroe (1051,
rraarry of them ané locused on teaching ard
appling fessarch.

There &5 0 need w crete Centres of
Eacellence that prioritize fendamenial
ressearch and mendisciplinay onllabocsgion.
Tt et ehoubd have skie-od-the-ar
labs, iremational fagulty, and seromg
pamstdoenoral prograsnines. Thisy shoukd ukso
e given automomey o recnail talend, set
researchy agendas, and mansge TesouEne
il politkl bt feniin,

Irematkanal colabosion ploys o key
ke iy e g, iy SNy,
discoveries ape the resuli of jrint efforis
mcrass onurtries and disciplives. Indsan
sieritisls mivst becncmiraged owork with
lemding messarchers around e workd,
inclmirg ko Emenses. & pposed “HAX)
Scholar Prograsmmee” ool el youmng Incdian
eriengisls inpern with bop ceseanch
Pl This woiskd moa Cl|1|!|' axposs them
o cuiting-edee lechmigues bul alss mise
s s ool e giobn] scderific conmeaniny,
losting mivmational coeferenoes, joining
phohal consorta, and co-authoring papers
with foreign Inseingions ase othis waes 1o
incremse vasihili

£ (ToBe Coneluried)
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Thiese Lraits, sesilience.
creativicy, empathy, and
collabprarion. aee just ks
trpoctant forsecietal mpac
a5 they are for Indivhdunl
growerh, Bounding oat the
mombaox for learsers are
decision-maki ng. critkzal
thinking, and clear
communication. all gearsd
o] beingabee meslUuags
iefornation. sbare ide s, and
ot Inbengioalhy Ressach has
ahowe ik s secial-emotitnal
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performance cutoomes and
1 associabed with long4erm
currer unisfaction and civic
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India’s small enterprises hold
key tojob growth

Rather than
viewing
employment
generation
solely through
the lens of large
industry or
government
Programines,
policy must
confront the
reality that
emplovment
generation is
tied to
improving the
productivity of
its smallest
enterprises

[ =r T

HE NEW labour codes are likely
to transform the employment
landscape of India. Our dis-
course on émplovment, how-
ever, primarily centres on the
need to “create more jobs”, A closer look at
the workforce reveals a more fundamental
challenge —mwost working Indians are self-
emploved inunincorporated household en-
terprises that operate with low levels of capi-
tal, productivity, and technology adoption.
These enterprises form the backbone of the
labour market, absorbing more than 12 crore
workers in T3 crore enterprises across Indis
ir2023-24, Yet, their potential for growth and
job creation remains severely constrained.
The Annual Survey of Uinincorporated
Enterprises (ASUSE) provides a granular
breakdown ofthe dynamics ofthese non-ag-
ricultural businesses, Own Account Enter-
prises (DAEs) — those that do not hire
workers — make up 87 percent of all non-ag-
ricultural enterprises. Mot surprisingly, a
small minority, the Hired Worker Enter-
prises{HWES), operate at a scale where they
employ workers and generate nearly 7.5
timses the gross value added (GVA) produced
by OAEs, These numbers underine an un-
comfortable truth: India’s self-employment
dominanceisasymbol of economic necess-
ityg;-{ ﬂ&mw dymamism.

r ewing em ent gen-
mﬁanmﬂyﬂmmﬂtlunfln?géeﬁ-
ryorgoverniment programmes, policy must
confront the reality that employment gen-
eration s tied o improving the productivicy
of its smallest enterprises. Our analysis re-
vealsthat a 10 per cent increase in GVA is as-
sociated with a 4.5 per cent increase in the
numberofhiredworkers —when small busi-
nesses grow, they stan hiring labour, With
nearly nine out of 10 enterprises hiring no
worker, enabling even a fraction to upgrade
Inte HWES could dramatically expand em-
ployiment opportunities.

Theentrepreneur’s choice to remakn un-
registered is alability, While the sovernment
h_aschmnpinnad “ease of doing business™, a
significant portion of pur ECONONYY rermains
trapped in a low-growth cycle because the
perceived costs of formalisation tiitwelgh
thfl: immediate benefits. HMigh non-recovery
of dues — a perennial issue faced by the
MSME sector — weighs on non-formalisa-
teom and s & key factor aflecting growtly, as

ver the RBI 2019 report on MSMESs.,

The challengesare compounded by Two
structural constraings: Access tocredit; tech-
nology adoption and usage. ASUSE data
showthat onlyabout 10-12 per cent of unin-
corporated enterprises have outstanding
loans, indicating limited access to formal
credit that not only restricts capital invest-
ment but prevents enterprises from reaching
an efficient scale of operation. Our analysis
shows access to formal credit can be trans-
formative. For a medium-sized enterptise,
access to institutional credit lifts predicted
GVA from Rs 3to Rs 5lakh, 2 72 per cent in-
crease, Forlarge enterprises, the GVA pirmps
miore than threefold, from Bsll o Rs 36 1akh,

Furthet, firms that adopt even basic ICT
toolsseehigher GVA. The gains are especially
pronounced for larger firms which have
morecapacity to leverage digital tools foref-
ficiency. Bringing micro enterprses into the
digital fold, through online marketplaces, or
digital payments, can be a major lever for
transformation.

India must focus on lifting productivity
among OARS through ease of doing business,
improving credit and technology access
along with vocational rraining. While the
MUDFA scheme's classification of loans into
Shishu, Kishor, and Tarmin is a useful frame-
work for loan segmentation, the real chal-
lenge Hes in ensuring that credit matches the
enterprise’s evolutionary stage — shifting
from microcredit for subslstence to provid-
ing working capital for stabllisation and,
mostcrucially, growth capital for escpansion.
Credit must be differentiated and respon-
SivE, not just categorised,

Further, existing programumes like Digial
MEME, UPT incentives, UDYAM, ONDCand
DISHA need adaptation to deliver real gains.
Beyond paymenrs, enterprises require digi-
T?lﬁlfdllzi.hﬂndhuldingmmn through local
facilitation, and clear market linkages so that
technology translares into higher productiv-
1"-‘!-'“&:: business growth,

_ viat emerges is a simple bur powerful
Insight —India's employrnent prospects lie
1ot in a handful of large factories but in mil-

]h‘ﬂﬂﬂfﬁm-‘meule 2
bkt ses that form the bed-
rock of ilg mﬂmnlr}-]?n Fe

Afric is professoraf Economics, 151, Deih,
and visiting professor, NCAER.
ris associate feliow, MOCAER
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The LIPSC

civil services
gocam has
fransformed info
a long, uncertoin
marathion

that absorbs
condidotes’ most
productive years
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A Hard Look at UPSC

As lakhs chase a few hundred UPSC seats each vear, the widening attempt aindoq and heavy
i il Breaicracy

ust  [ew days agn, the nesnlte ol
he MEain wTnen examinaiion ol
the-civil services ware declared by
UFAL, amd nomer szt theis (hom -
sand aspoands shall compers for
whsiat TR0 vacancien. Their b
ure rhdimg bigh, and Irisls: preparation
for the persan resi gnd Lnbervies
% gotng om, Casdidates are attencing
mock inberviews and also praciisiedg
iher somsmunkcation skils. Finaly, &
forw prscstes Ervum niows, thae Gssal resulis
will Be announced, and les than &
thousiand from abost ven lakhs wha
searted the race will Aoally cross the
: lne. There will be juy and
tm several Beoenes, ot there will
be despondescy and a s of failkore
inamuchl nursk= ol hiommen
The UPSE exam Sar the civil see-
victs b perhaps one of the moal grou-
clling tests of m camdidate’s archarance,
innell , rekilience, determing
viiss, amd abeve all, the capecity for
igd work and salf-belief. A minus-
cule mumibes gers selected, while thos-
sarels kicp gving one atempt aftes
another, ipm.h-q;ﬁdrenﬂr- yesth bt
this preparminon, Those who mansge i
clear the exam am their Sl anempt feel
wmclicated. bl thaose v stnog gie year
pifler pear withoul succredSiog, o lefk
stranded in the journey of e withow
aiy destinatian in sight. Some of them
becnme vickims of depresston, as they
Ao mecdt e any promising alernative
availsble ai ihat stage
Thit B0 vaTisUs regauns, the aumsher
of abempis allowed toa carrlidate has
increased mignificantly seer time. Whes
§ mtote the 145 sxam ad goa seleched
i the fgel ariemgt in 1978, the maxi-
srinmn mmiber of attenipes alkowred o
a general candidate wis three, whach
Thas now been incrised o free, For B
randidsnes, poven albermps are pllowsl,
ared fup SCOAT, s unliméted nazmber
uf anempls ary allowed. This creales 3
sltuahiom where 4 candidale keeps Iry-
ing their luck sighrup be milddleape 1
St dives moe Fverrar her, dheen she i
et in m unerywiable poastioe The ket
F..n-:n_l-.r:,wﬂhmmnummm-

e

syllabus burden call for an wrgent rethink of whal India marts fro

trgg o the emam, and a lot of encrgy
wrd timne have been spent withoul sy
pangitle remults. Mon such candlanes
end up gatting jobo thal are far below
thelr aspirations afed potrntisl 15ee no
Termon Wy e canTied reitra the e
e ol antempis s theee for geveral and
e o others. This weiald leeree encugh
Hme and space for an unrocoessha can-
diclare b puniue another decent canest
oplion for which she has the time 10
iscgaine the pecessary shalls,

In my fime, Thi SETEMTII A Was
21, and the maximim was 25 Ve Can
ey Rheca: ap: limits. Campenily,a gen-
gral casdidase can takw ke exam Gll
the apge of 32, a BC candidate tll A5,
anidd & SCYST candidate gill 37, Por Ui
rese vt candidabes, tie mmrll'ﬂtﬁ
limit could b raid oo 34, This wou
imply that even ifa candidainw sl -
cepail, she b e on Raraide o fake
wgp anpther career Tedday, ihasre is nir
shurtage of excellms professions, and
el servica s nol the nHimaks career.

There srukd be polotacal FeakoRe
these high s limiis and the rmber of
aitwrrs alloweed, bat this matter peeds
tus e seripusly canskdened by WPSC i
Ui inbenests of hotk the servces amd
vhrr cardidaiei 1n diovwresdient sr-

wiie, yon rekin: al the
the service in e mi
e the career

candidates wonld scarcely be able o

tivirtics shoot-
nidy, and fuch

rasas 10r thie in el service.
This could be » hugely demotiating
Tacnor, With a mi  carees appar
enit, the afficer s mone than liksly 10
use his tome and energy in activitlies
refaied o persenal gran rather ihan
public intezest.

YWhen 1§ thee service at 21,1
wa g Full of arm o serve the oo
itre, e imiy rvind wis Lk an empey Gy
which the iraining process and saniurd
wiere dble i Bl with kbeas ofethics and
ils o pubhe service, Yoo woukd appreci-
st thal by the mid -thirties, the mind-
st of an imdividus] Fas been formed,
sl Husre s men mcogee [or changing i
Viery ahen, sach candidsses have soen
sy imusch o b peal workl that they
develop a very differsnt attidine
framiswotk, whach & nat conducive &
a carser of inlogrity

Tk question arises wip ans s
many attempls rogined curreitly o
meeesd in the UESE exami 11 my tima,
2 Jarge percentage of peuphe sogoended
i the Arst attermyl, wnd many & the sec

el Tioslry, s very smail rumber of can

i e @ .

didates micoeed in the inilis] allempes,
and mure often than not, & candidate
maeerds 3-4 afierngds be succeed. Thisis
reot seimehing fhal we shisald be happy
abost. PSS shiald review Lhe caam
inatlon scherne po evohee @ selecilon
procedurs which allows camdidates ta
succwid in the first few altempls rather
than beep siogging ot peass. Mayhe the
gumher of paneral smnIlls paprr could
be peduced. Alis, chosces can be glven
in the papers, Today, » candidabe hes
fo amdesslans 5 bupe amoeunt of knmel-
wilge and information. A syrbans can
e vt whicks eedusces this barden
I find that many breght students da not
wrie Uhe UBSE exam beoause of the
sprurs of single-mirded preparation thal
the scheme of tha examinalon seems 1o
demand. Az acomllar the Civil servies
is deprived of the talent of many kil
liant cameclickules.

Another moubling seatstic i tal
arousd s...u:q.'ag-:r card of the candi-
dates seleciad ame Engineers. The
Timaniibes fhudehls &0 nouw Sndmg
it extremely dificals 1o socceed in the
divile Wheresa Tappreciate the schni
cal kneswledge, enalytical asd loglcal
mindie of thismidng of Enginecs, fiewr]
tha civil service 15 missing oul on a
underitasding of Hislory Socety, and
wlhes ts of Fassraaniny, which a -
dent of [iberal arts woild bring i the
srvice, Wiy expesience has been tal
administratics 15 frst abeis people
and than st technalogy of Spama.
Idyaly, chers should be o Bl of can
diddates from diffesent streams e the
civil servier B ke # more diverse.
creatien, and hiimoee. Thene i 2 il
indacatios that the curtent examing:
tinn scheme s lnadnl in frepe ol Eegi
icers, LIPSO nenls b anakese this apd
Ik il

En ha 1, LIPS has revicveed
and revised Hho sclveme ol cavil services
esamis seveal hmes [ nseds 10 eealisti:
cally amiwss the aimation 1oday arel once
again o g with re sdeas because
sumewehens 1he OSTTML Ryeslens searms
i e hrviin f appacent | FITESS
"""'J{"I- Wiews exprisidal dne preromad

o
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An Indian Nobel~11

Justlike spottingtalent insports
ey helps childven become
charmpions, recognizinga
child’sinterestinresearchand
imnovatoniskey tosha,
ﬁ:umh‘ﬂbﬂPﬁwau{fxf
Whenchildrenshow curiosfiy,
csk questions, andenjoysolving
profifems, itisasigrnofu
scientificming. Encowraging
thisfromayoungage- through
EXPErimEents, reading, and
creative thiniing - buildsa
stromgfoundation. Withthe
rightsupport, these childrencan
growintosclentistswho make
bigdiscoveries

erhaps the most imporiant facior

bn nurturing sclencilie excellence i

the culrime ol resean: bigscl In Indis

sriendists are aften enceuraged b
pursue side, incrémental projects that
P mesaal s ol g Thiss dsonlinggs
risk-1aksing and moovacion Mobelwantby
research wsnadly invelves bold ldess tha
challenge existing paradigms.

1 msey Lake yedrs 10 bepo Cruic snd offen
facesinitial soepiacism, Tofeser michwork,
liatia ot coeategrant schemesthat suppan
nigherisk, high rewnrd projects. Scientiis
shoiild be given the fresdinn 10 explione
ounconventicnal idess withiour fear of
Fuilure. Bureascratle hurdles must be
oinimized aid reseanch managensent shoud
P sorcamdined e nllpay sclenlisis oo [ocus
i discavery!

fust hke spofiEng talent in spanis ek
belgs chikben beomime-chamipinns, recosreing
achilds inpercan inreseanch and insomikn
s key toshaping heture Nebel Prizenisuers
Whenchilidren shem curknsing: ask questiors.
sl epicy salving problems. it A sgnof o
weienilic mdnl

Encouryginp this from o wWeing oge
Ll experimenls, rending. and créative
(hinsbeing, - brillds o e feamdnlson, With
ihe st supsooit these chilkdren sus grow
inibg sCkemiisis whin make i disoon orics
Thi MNobwel Prize ollei pocs 10 1hose wis
i spenit yeius expluring ldeas, sonuriuring
talent eathy is Impeetant for aeating, e
esmiders I scienoe il inrenearian

Another ertical lsueds branadealn, Mooy
o Inclia’s hrightest scierlins e the counrny
for betier oppomunides sbroed In 2034
e thin s ki peopde envigraced lmom
it to cenmnkriea ke the L, UK. Cansda,
Brralia, und USE

A sipmilican l_-q'f||m'|'|1_'|l_'_||i'|_'1lll.'l':lll.l.'.||L'u
pcdessinals - mokeding scientisis ductar-
arel enginests, Further, 1ilis bos only ek

STATESMAN (P-6),

scientisrs per million peopdd, nking Bz
ghobally Inoostras, coominsilike the Unied
Spies and che United Ksedom hve ower
$IX K sclentists per milllian, This gap s noi
fumt abseal eranghers - 0 reflects il ek of

iri st rueting, BindEre, mud cnee priepe
fior ressarchers in Indin

Talented srientists pieen Gnd 0 dilficuk
10 SREUre Branls, s up labs, of parsuy
indiepe ndent reseapch, Toseran mient, India
mutst affercompetive salane s researdh
arriorrarere frnd o pas Garder paLns,

Becogndtlon and ressnd sysbems also
need reforms The newly launched
Washirmva Yigvun Puraskar i& 8 &g in
the claha direcsion. abming o Fonou
eneellonce imsckmoe ancd innovation

Hgrwevér, B credibaBiy depends on
tranaparent selecion provesses @l
ivclependence from poliical influeno
Amcants shoukl be based on sticntifi
L. iAo o rnd peer eoogiton.
Shisecnsing Indinn scienlists win are
abreschy msking waves plotally - wschas
il ested In Stan fonds top 2 per cinl
o efread researchiers - enn insplne others
and il a il of wxceleics

Aioanlof 5357 nclin ol erceds fenal
et M E e pul ol JEAAET soenlels
werwrkchurcke with Chiro baving el highet
puiber of HRSET - owlow that of Eulia
aerass all diseiplines from physics and
medicing s engmeeringand sl s
qiz, Tcli hits il inkelzcual capucicy @
eripriific vl in podids: fobed Pricc-worly
resgincl provided we comiime Lo i
Ny o, imess io A ind suppoen
respsirehen with FmilsE mirysidise e amnd
intermatenil okl

S comminkcriba is apecher s
mnl dieserve calicn,. Moy Tadinn
clistrnaemcs g uis o D Lhess i
ol ooy oo mitieaban 1 il parihic
or Lhe I.'hil-'l"- picificoormyminecy, Sacnlsls

ML
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nwrst b teamed eo present chissd vwork dn
.'i.'.'l"-i‘lHl'll":fl||:'l|h g-nL;-#._-u,-gh mn:ll.:._;m
particpale in public legwires, Teandating
cmpglen redeardy into shople narmarives
can help huild poblic suppon and anrme
v nideids fo soience.

Desplie these challenges. thatre ae stans
o progress. Iitimives -like the Bossach
Dyl e and [nnovatian scheame aien
ik theemp betwesen lnhorntony nesesnch

arclcommmercial viabiog in,
L pablic grocurement
o denanc forinedy
fEchnoges

Digienl plattorme Hie
Lab&tack are also heing
deveboped i spreamling B
processes amd improve

Qo S EE s e,

" '::’"‘" Horrever, theseelloms need
tbe ke il Aapponiead

Thewiiterfg by bimwder policy nmewvoeds
reniren thol prieritizes original
LSS PO ) fessmh nchesTy prrmershs

anid ghebal engagement,

(er 1l past o years,
Mok Prived insclenge angd
mediing have hesioered
disciveries thni decply
resbaped coundesiaching
o e and headth, Few vsaies are
e here aling with e ralevant researncli
bcing camiedd cul in budin

I mieelil sdenes, b ek hierghs ke
mBNA voocis: dechisogy (20530 po the
Moo Prize. Indin canmibisged o viscine
predution b biggedin plufoom innoyvation
ol funchirertal immunatopy Teseich

I fricalcmty, b 21022 Mok | for SUeTicing
the Meamlenbiol senome I-_||.-hl.'ql':|.-:|'
irvaibationory genetics. Wil hos = b
in popaaticn pasiics b lacks access 1o
anker TORA Gnd kg erin fiswling, Eur
Pl genonmics - e sy of ancie %4

ol of
Ui
Dincdusrrdal
Resend

S IEocnisruct i analyae the geronis
EXUNCT SPies and ancien populilion

In chemiarry, Mobel-winning wk o
clickchermistry pnd queatirn dois eepis ol
mmebealar inrention, Ircisesoels inapgfed
Ctrmistry, especially phanmaceuricals, |
raredy liads gl inaleculnr discou
[ophesics, puiiees For crasmmum e niunshs
and climite modelling showcased i
theoreticnl and experimentl werk ludin
Py partiviie i globsl colkbomie
like Lager Interferemeter frayitaoal we
Dlservatcey (LIGOH, versuchbreak hrows
re femited

Crvernll, lnafia hins madke progress inippia
saence an peiblic hoglify, by Mol ben
mngnion damaenk kong e cusosiy - n
FEstircm J-'L-'h;ll'-'=;||II|'.|1I|'.|I'\-|||_;||||]--| it
m‘ll_.-|_|:|_||||:r|_:..

Wi s g ket pocl angd infesn o
|I:l.f.1 |L.'Ht|ll'ln:-|:l.l-:n.|l.|1|||_-h-.-..-|-.-,_|]..-;.-:|l' il
ViEnn fd s i Encn '] il
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I conchasion, (rdia hag cho e
[:""-'""‘"J:‘-'_'D"'-!'Jlli'-'ﬂﬂrh.‘l--.ﬂllrn1_--. il
Whar & missing s nosardinaged fon
SLEALCRY T nuimiare i Eoley W, e o |kl
ressainedy sl conn with Lhegishal =
EQEvsiein. -

8y refarming educarion, eping 4
"In-f'm-""i"m‘-'tm"-ll.ﬂml.é;u.L.-|'..I-- =
|I|'\-!|:l.||JiII1:-q, and BN ragng il 1
lindia £in onggga 0 erirmm e ©|
griviisdbeeaking disawerios are ol
resihle s ineyigabge :
'.mli“"""J'jmhm--lmpllh'-l it
kel 1o 1n i”“'—"'ﬁllﬁ.m-.lli'\.-_'l' ane vl
shet can it undock the Ml pesaniior i
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I Blahed Prize shouk nor e soo 5
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Visaroadblocks

he Iatest move by Washington to tighten screening for

H-1B visa applicants marks a sharp turn in the way the

Lnited States is redefining its anxieties about

Immigration, technalogy, and free expression. What
Was ance a visa category judged largely on skills and emplover
demand is now heing pulled into America’s domestic cultre
Wars, with forelgn workers unexpectedly positioned ar the
centre of a debate that was never really about them.

Thl:;‘ i‘l.':l:-Er'Il.]}f issied directive Instructing consular officers to
cxamine applicants’ résumés and online profiles for amy
Ass0Clation with content moderation, misinformation
control, fact-checking or online safety is more than a
bureaucratic change.

It is an ideological filter dressed as a security measure, By
[rarming such work as potential “censorship.” the administration
is Dlurring the line between legitimate enforcement of platform
rules and political suppression, For thowsands of Indian tech
workers, many of whom occupy precisely these roles in social
meclia, fintech and digital compliance, the implications are
immediate and unsettling.

These functions are now a standard part of the digital
economy. Companies cannol operate without teams that
enforce platform policies, counter frawd, remove harmful
timtent or comply with regulatory dermands. To turn this into
evidence of ideological misconduct places applicants in an
impossible position: they can be penalised for performing the
very jobs global companies require, simply because those tasks
intersect with America’s shifilng definitions of free speech,

The policy also raises fundamental questions abour
consistency: If the concern is suppression of protected
expression in the US, it is unclear how consular offlcers ~
already under intense workload pressure - are expected 1o
judge complex decisions made in distant corporate settings or
automatad moderation systems, The risk of subjective
interpretation is high, and the consequences for applicants
could be severe,

A single keyword on a LinkedIn page may end up weighing
more heavily than years of skill-building, education, and
professional credibility. For India, the stakes are not merely
individual but structural. The H-1B programme remains a
critical bridge between Indian talent and global Innovation
Brosyslems,

Any paliticisation of this channel affects not only workers but
also the Indian IT and startup sectors, which rely on
cross-border mobility to maintain competitiveness, If the
process becomes unpredictable, companies may think again
about sending emplovees to the US or hiring for sensitive roles
that would later be weaponised against them in visa screenings.

The broader trend is unmistakable: immigration policy is
being repurposed to enforce cultural positions on speech,
pecountability, and platform governance, By folding these
cebates into visa decisions, Washington risks undermi ning the
eeonomic rationale of the H-18 system itself. Skilled mobility
warks when decisions are madde on competence, nol conjeclure.
Turning visa velting into an ideological luﬂﬁl-lt'!r'.lcﬂt SErves
neither American innovition nor its relationships with
countries [ike India that have long supplied the talent the US g
economy relies on. J/


Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-6), 10 DECEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


- % oronto: In &85, when Tho-
" mas Babingion Macaplay
subimitbed his now-nfsno

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 11 DECEMBER 2025

How [ndia Sub erted ) acaula

1 Minote on Indlan Edu- .|

. cation’, hecould not have fo-
respen the world hewas helping tocon-
jure. The document is often Tecalbad
for its hameyr — that single shelf of
English books allagedly outweighing
all the learning of Indls and Aabia,
But a quieter line siis, almost shyly
alpngzids the bluster his hope that -
dlans educting in the English langua
g would 'form a class who may be in
terpreters bebween usand the millions
wihiomn we povers’,

Hisdream wassmall, almost bureau-
cratic He imagined an suzdliary ciass
to shooe up anemmpime,

Macsnilay imapined a srall cadne ol
Intermediaries whowould kelpafore-
gn power govern millions, What emer-
peal, instessd, was a global Indian fntel-
ligentsia — academics, founders, sur-

When Salman
Rushdle published
Midnight's Chibdren
Im 1941, English
encounterad, for
the first time, an
Indian imaginatlon
that refused to
stand at the
colonial periphery

poeond, Echnodogists, il servants, au
thors and even heads of povermarent

shaping the fufures of eowntries
phaat wers mEver SuEirs o inbweril.

18 5 worth lingeering on this inesErsi-
e By as Indis me-pxam ines the cul
twral nnd palitheal logacy of Macoulay
with IJ‘|I’:li“r".'l'.l.lrl.d'.'lnhlllun:ll'l:-m.l'jnu;
Srar J0s rate € ausatl, Pror soeme, Macaulay
preprestandh (e gread oraseres e ook
mial fnderrupticn el cllspleeet i
s irndit s, e rpinllsod Suns
Eralle and Periinot: schedarshdp, and
vttt ] L v b s v el exin D oy
ol vl

Frear b, e 16 i cinB ey mslw

Whatan idaa, Sirjil

fe of pressnt-day Indisn suocess, the
rinamn Wwho inadveriently placed in Indi-
an hands a linguistic key to the doors
of global modernity Both narratives
contain twuth. The desper gtary L in
thedr coflision.

Mowhere s thismoresvidenst thanin
therisend the Indian dlaspors arguabs
Ty ther st sipocessiil Lunpe-seale mig-
rant community of ihe last halfoenha-
oy Acrosscantinents, Indinns havenot
merely assimiiabed, they hans also ex-
palled ar the commanding heishis af
the ghobal ecomomy

In Silicon Valley Indlan-orlphn CEOs
Eaiche companles et define our tech-
nalagpical epoch. In medisine, Indian
doctors form the backbone ol Britain's
Matbonal Health Service, and s remard-
sabie shiere of specialist care in the U5,
In fmance and censulting, they besd
trading oors ar global practices. 1In
messtleenbi, ey chudr deparimsants, dir
oct pesoarch institules, and shape the
intellectund climnread the Fnglish-spe-
ak g world, And in politics — from
[ormer primse mindsters Klahi Sunalk
im Britminasd Lo Varadicr in leeland

Indiamns hove now lod the vory nuti
tares 1t anpe slood as arbicers of Dhe
Imparinl corden:

I'huks azeent s nol cosmel e, 1 s st
ruhurl, Englisl-lan gagpe educat ion,
nuld bl by Bt e daks s g ik 1csnl,

e e TR e e T

beame fhe foundation of a transnarl-
anal Inidian professionel clasa. It offer
tl entry bnvto the world's rost cosmpeti
tive uiniversities, [aboranories and ent-
regrenenrial eccaystems A genecati-
onof Indien enginesers, scientizts, lavw-
varsanid foundars weed that foothold to
bulld companies, patents, platorms
and possibilithes.

The result is visible In every major
Inmavation corridor, Indkam enlmepre
Betrs lunching unioarns Indian Vs
shaping capitsl Sows Tndin technodo-
gists driving breakthroughs in AL bio
tesch, favtesch and clean energy

Bt palitics and professions tefl on-
1y e side of the sbary Litsragure talls
the other, and perbaps mare dramati
cally When Salrmanm Fushdie pubdish
ex] Midnlght's Childnsn in 1961, Eng
lishencotintered, fr the first
time, an Irulian Emaginanl-
ot reflises] tostamd at
the colanial periphery
Fshidie folded Hindi
cisamm, Uirdu byebeism,

Englisn-language
education, Inktially
Introdicced as an
imperial oo, became -
the foundation of a
transnational Indian g

professional class &

ol —"‘--‘-\.-'rn"'h.llhll._r o L

' B ol e

Bombaiy argot and subcontinental
myth infﬂn?r;rm that startled Hri
talnoutof itsgrammatical garden. Un-
deer hizhand, Englishdidnot menely des-
cribe Lrelia, it also absorbed, stretched
ard recomfgered lisel arowmnd India’s
miultipdicities.

This is the part Macaulay coulkl nev-
erhave imagined. His English wasmisi-
ntiodiscptins, ndis's English was mes
nt to create. The lineape that fllowed
— Apnitav Ghash's tidal prose, Arundh-
atl Foy's subwecsive lvrictsm, Jhamips
Lahiris chiselled restraint (she also
writis In Italiany — [orms a body of
work thatcontradicteevery eolonialas-
sumipdion embedded i the Macaulay
Kinute. The lanpuage of empire did
ot fatten [rdia. India enriched the
langusge of empie

Ho, perhaps, the meal story isneither
Macwulay's armogance nor nationalist
meepniment, bat India's astonishing
capacity toalchemilse lnjory into ady
antage. English, omee imposed, became
g fedd for relswention. The diaspara
became 115 glotal Bborators Politics
carved pathways Literanurs broadensd
brepination. Through both, India per
Tormrwed a chvilisational aikide: it used
themomentumof colomial intent o re
verse the historiel vectar

Thizisnot todemy the wounds. Ems
vreof indigencus knowledge systems
narTowing of educational canons, per
sistent divides between English amd
vernactlar worlds — these remain un
resalved and demand thowghful red
T, Decolonization canmat bes roman
tie returt [Emust be s reconsimsstion,

Butrither should Indis sverood it
oWt g, [ Masmulay hoped Lprm-
l:Ju::e intermediaries, din prodiced
innevators, I ke imagined subording
tes. India gave the world leaders, If b
spueht levterpredess, Endia baili a ithes
bal multidimensional intelligensiz,

Al 50, We rehurn 15 dhat modesi

seniance in Mocusl's Misgts: thy

* hope of creating interprotors het
. ween rualerand e ded Meardy two

CEIIUEis kater: that class exists
butnot inany farm he cowld hig
"'-"anuf-'iilil'.m Thl"':-' Wil pred
ol downward, nor P
bt acreess the wogd s
Bluls, crmlors lesiders
andd authors af e
st iy

T8 ey oA o v
— dnated C ey £ |
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increasingly speaks in English to itself

RIME MIMISTER Harendis
Miod i recent derninclation of
h © silrckuet™— M)
& Lhe Ramnach Gisena Lecnise
amd then af 3 Dharma Divsj
iisifkirling inAyodhya — hasreignited ade
bate abour the plecs af Enpglssh in India,
“Thetdmeng is apd: As India strides inio glo
hal preenineic, 1 must reckon with che
Iegmcy ofa lam gunge tht wis omes imosed
borsabjugate, but has sines been appeopr:
ated oo lherate, challesge, and even chanm.
Tha irony iedeiious Thorms
e Pellacarulany, in hisimfrtoiss 1035 Mipee
an Indian Education, propoied fhe coe-
arion of "a class of persons Irdiasn jisbdod
and colxin, bur English in gasces, in
aplrions, {n meals and i inbeSect ™, His
o] was not cultusal aplifiment bl ool
niiad cosvenbenoe — a cadie of clerks and
endlabarabars Wi woulid seree the Bolish
Empire more efficienty than the Britich
rumueluﬁ.mdbmhsln:l cerfusiesalin-
|eaaring with frest aking ard@ance.
fﬂmdﬁﬁslnﬂtmﬁﬂmm
e libmary was warth the whole nativ e
arabire of India amld Aambia .
ey e
furning takies. n
wims nppropriated try the raled and I:d;.l'ilml.l'
phui cowm; the very cliss reasalay

fram rzpraln-

Mmum_.ﬂ.ndﬁﬂsﬂﬂthm

Ingza mulﬂfwbiuﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘:'rhbg?:’: E'wmhp:ﬂ"
i mmng = .

af redisbane, El:ah-t' lectare whers Ml

Rapineed Hhe iz saba, sed ad Englishe
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Amid Macaulay row, let's not forget, India

WLLETRATOR J 0 L s

e B ins plned priv@esed Westom koo thal plea s unkwedad.

irto the post-independense decades, in- remperary Indlk I is dienoareed by polit-
dian chlldren in Englsb-rredium schocls clans whothunder againsr colonisd e
Jearmed Shakesgsan bul sol Ealilien, nead dums, rren a5 rickshaw-pullerm sepags

the= Bible o an lisest Rible stordes) but nog
1k Ramaywns, stadied the preatnsssof
Greece and Beme bui rmakmed [gnosant
af the Mahabbarsta. Even the best-edu-
agtad knew mose of Flatanch and Fliny
ghinaf the Pusamas or L Lipanishads,
Thils was feot the fault e English per
Al e [l nesstn ane ayailable i anel
lie Eggj_rg]'.mhuum..mmwm
— i peerains — et Eadodcer: A codanlal
hapgover that equated English with su-
periarity asd Indian knowledge with

Dol Corition Feas fosemd thelr chaldren
b Ehird i “Hnglish-medism® schools.
Oz peonsinet liade raven suggesied En-
dlans shovodd Be "ashamel™ sospeak Eng-
Liske But shammie B ot what fw rickihaw-
puller or dommestic servass feels Wi
dreamsof b child l2arning Englishics be
oz & snlbwam angineer m Bengaluny or
i in Teetsits, For him, English i net
atestrayal — s brid ge san ppeeiunity. o
Eemer jots tuan pulling neickabias or daak-
ngiEage hagel.

Indueed. English has sepved

mmunn._mmamum.m
ahe= Janpuage, that deserves the

mmnjﬂﬂlﬂl:l"'-
when 1 i;mbhll'l.ﬂd Thr l'.i_F'l'Hl
Indiat Mg I 19E5 — a satirical
petelling of the puhiabhazaia @ u
paratle of moh- cepdury Indian
hisiony — 1 argeed that the ipic
isesdfshoubd be compulsony nizsid-
ing for wvery Eriian schoal chilid,
loss of tha edtam of i
exrucgiois Thirty- il years lader,

We must teach Kalidasa
alongside Slakespeare,
s Upanishads alongside
Plaro, the Ramavana
alamgside the Bibe (And yes,
the tales of Laila-Mainn, the
Sl saints and the Bhakt
merEmenl as well)

Frlin v ], B B piven s podess o
Einhal Enowled e, ssabled our IT
bz, andl aflowed us o punch
above purwelgs im diplomacy,
i mia, and Bleraiure. & i e
L i o] i U pevis Congri
fudgerscins, e sciescific pagars
andailr Fakeds I
misdiim theaugh which Endis
ppesaien po e ik — ared | g o
ingly, 1o sl

Bux ir musst oo longer e che ealy
me=dium thraugh wisdch we valldece -
=hves, The new Mathomal Education Fuol-
oy s ermphasis on ot bongoes ko el
elrnedormecirse, Madions Bee- fapam China,
and Sath Kares embrced modermaty
withor alandeni ng Iheir langiises, India
mus dothewame = nof by Eeeseding Frg
Lieks, bt by dechirondegz i Troim e e place
o the pedestadl. We mus see English as &
iiefu] gy Yo open imporiant doors o e
== &N JiGe, and 1o Che warld. But we cyust
meither svanadon the lan gesge that oot us
o our S0l nor chie culne el lairs thal
can only be meaningfolly exprassed in
1Bz i psages

W vl e the Alacwatay mindses.
nid the EngEch langeags We must nesther
discard Engiish s Chetreasosis il poes o
arraad lod bui we mus b of sl
1o, annd imbite the nich amed bemady warers
of oo clvilisalio n. We muee seach Kall-
dasa alongsids Shakeipiare. the Uparn-
ishads doogsids Pla, the Ramayana
alomgide the Bitde JAnd ves, tha tales al
Lo Majrm, e Sufi zvinisand the Brake)
EErNEEnL s Wl our creilErion s v
eckecc and muhl-eeligios:). W' mrot en-
sure Bt cur children know D 8o es el
their land before chey learn the myths ef
e, Angd we must do e inevery kan
e, Exglid ischaded

For Exglish i 1o M nger boneign. s In-
dian i accem, jdices, and imagmation. h
is the langaoge inwhich wee miem o -
Bisdliesa iend] e lehraee curtrimphs. Tisghe
Vg in wihvich I this andcle — sl
Inwhich [ eice reteld the dahabharam

B et e . e g hiaimiiad of English. Len
s herastarmed anby i we Lse i i g wh
e ape, Let e oy dicaed chelanguegs tha
eonmisuriothe workd Letus disonrd e
e fhue dsconn scts o= from oursebees.

In theend Macaulay gave wsa ool e
el i b 3 weapon_ o bidee, 5 miees
Mow, s i tawield kwiely — and s e
meemibes thek e il ol fradiy Sovs no sl
1N Ay oo pongibe, DUl is the <iomas we
chermeioiell and themiths wedan ook

The werw'ey s MF, TRAILR G iz ot
Lok Sabha and dhe Safvres Akt
Anprtsrning Sk ol 77 o ks
mciueing Do Graat | nd e Phaws

JEL 1
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J5
Thir Frime Minister exhanis the countrymen 1o

e ot of | b5 demaraising nfluence fully and
completely by 2035, when Macaulay's sirategic
Mannirg completes its 700 years in india That the
PM shauld be talking abaut it i 2l sericusness
reallirms once sgain the Ingenulny and apamen
in the futuristic edurational pflarning conmined
in Macauday's Min ubes af 1835, Intended ooedment
English nae in Incia by demolishing tndian edo.
catian and knowled pe systems, hitting atthe very
roeos of india’s bistong, culture, scripoures, see indi-
widual seffrespect, One af the most well-estas-
hsned wiiains of mdian educatianal discourse in
the post-indeperdence gra has been Thamas
Habénghon Macaulay amd the cootends of his
Hanuies of 1835,

The great success of Macaulay in his missian is
crysial Clear: indis acknowdedges che need inaoes
ta proceed in 3 national mission mode to maee
aut of the irfluence of slavery and solfnegation
that has engulfed the Indisn mind-set sl periists
even after independence, and the Blatona!
Ecucatien Polices ol 1968, 1986102, and NEF 2020,
The relevant challenge |5 fo analyse why Indis
Could mearweash off the influence of an alisn siral-
CEY @ven after Sericus INEenions oo s 5o werne
expressed sadier in policies and by policymalesrs
i their discourseas,

The widesproad impact of Macaalay's ingenu
1y ] fomedight wias so dinicad, incisive, and wide-
spread that itEmpeded the spread of the strength
of the Bndsan knowledge quest to global knowl
erdge and its civil B atonal contribnion o thewatd
outskde, I0was cemaralisingly indect ious bo indes
anid Ircdians, thowgh vehementy beneficial fe the
empire. India reeds [0 analyss i in the contem:
parany conbexd Bnd comprehend the strength ol
the mgredients contaned in the Minaes of
Macaulay that could transformn the psyche of
irddlans and serlously injire a great tradition of
krawdedge quesl. Mot only thls, it made ndans
chilt @y [rodm & sense of pride in el spiritu-
ally enriched cultune thee frmiy befieves (hal
“Truth i5 ane; the keamed reveal it invarious ways”,

Could we [@ke aview on Baw o refurhish the
senze of pride and INSpEmAtion i indiap culture
{0 this day’ The maniver in which Sanatan Is
ihamelesshy despised. and even Vande Macaram
Is debested, 33y 2 |0t aboul the insdeguadies in
rhis nbent, civilicg, and oulture of the ademirers of
HaCaiday’s Ingenuity and influence,

Macaulay, his ingenuity, and outramses cffer a
great leaming opportunicy for policymakers and
enplementérs warkmng in the arena of educatian,
culture, social cohesion, and religous amdty in
Ftlia. Oine Insistson it wihile lly appeeciating how
seraoushy ingunious butefiecive were his skl in

it anancient people and making them

VOB 0000 00 T 000 0 L B R
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Breaking away from Macaulay

Dis Pﬂmf" Minister has urged the nation to fully free itself from the psychological and cultural imprint of Thomas Babington
Macaulay's 1835 educational blueprint by 2035 — two centuries after it was crafted to entrench colonial dominance in India

THE
WIDESPREAD
IMEACT OF
MACAULAY'S
INGENUTTY AND
FORESIGHT WAS 50
CLINICAL, INCISIVE
AND WIDESPREAD
THAT IT IMPEDED
THE SPREAD OF
THE STRENGTH OF
THE INDIAN
KNOWLEDGE
(JUEST TO GLOBAL
KNOWLEDGE AND
ITS CIVILISATIONAL
CONTRIBUTION TO
THE WORLD
OUTSIDE

I Trah diaBras bwmn |

| néveitionind. g Padma Sk
aanriee, anc sk in
il g, arefy ard sadal
cahasan

'- dallypenem

. Supna sl
Q) P

-,_

Patyiolism

shiftiheir reversnce toan allen and subjugsting
tulture and language. The fespect for the
English inguage thal rnvemsed b0 every hame
and Fesrth in India-including the illrermne-
owes fi completely Lo this one-man ingenwing,

Evenbaday, practically everyane in Indla |5 con-
wnced thart the toa e er fulure les in
leaiming the English languags. This s what mads

miakds are those wirth skills to place oorheys in
English o home suppliers ahd read 30d ande-
stand iems, expiny danes. #ic, English being e
prefemed ol mast maks and othe
bame-defivery sippiaTs.

It was anly & (3asudl acqualniance wik
Macailay In my university days, &5 Ewas sty
g ared redeanching pIysICs in che siies of the
lasi certury. The ompuisiond of the Engligh
maediuem wene nanaraly sericas deterents i
mast afus in acquiring the desared level of com-
prehension, forcng refuge in learming by rate
A% one transiticsed Bom physict tothe areng el
prodessional educasion, teacher education, and
educaticnal administration, an= had o e
Macauday indemil and Indepeh. Icbecame 2 po-
fessional requirement with increasing ivsolve
merit 2nd associacion with aspects such as o
mcdim dewelopsment, teacher  prepanation
sducation palicy formulation, and nstrubon
hulding. If weas inberesting toabserve tharevery
aese arcaund-n Instguens, meetngs, and con-
fernnces-wasd Keern to biame Macaulay for pesc
vically every mitsery thal was th st on Irdia and
Is people by the British, Macaulay was “soepl
ed” by practicatly mast educationists and edu-
Farors in ndia as the Gaher of the doctrice; To
§ubijugate India, Indian s maust be delinked flom
Incdia.” Macaulay's Minures of 1835 were imple-
menind rather nuthlessly,

The English language, Westomn literanre,
Westem dhvilisation, and culbee wene o be firmly

esfabéshed in Indla as the only

sary to rehurblsh linguistic prae. 5
tharn alome offers 3 sound basis foecul-
Dol reraissance. Wity diowe need to
reder f Macaulay fof it? Yes, we do,
um:_!mm-ad 1o di =0 with peal sin-
Cefity and commitment. Even after
eight decades of independence and repested
emiphass in NEP 2020 on the mather-tongus
medium, the rush for admissions 1o English

medium schooks in the capitad o oy o Delhd rom
day ore of schooling Is just rising-and rising
futher, It nepresents the national urge.

And ity shoald it mat be? in the Rrstweek of
Deoember 20235, the media repaned tat for 613
positinns of assstant profesars in Haryana gov-
ernmentcolleges, 17,195 candidanes applisd, but
onily 155 coiald chear the English gualifying fesc
In the 5C category, anby o out of 0 quaifed.
Englsh separates Mem and prevenss them
from emtering the system, which is their right-
Ful canstirutianal due, This B st nresaf rruimer
Qg insM@nges tat cowd be cived &5 the suffer-
ang inMcied by the craze Mo Ergelish thar persists
pracoicaily unsulbied ven aler independenoo,
in spite of assurances being made in fvour of
the mother-tongoe medium

Thee rushs hor Engisn-me dism privane schoals
and the secial upliftmend it assures lucky fami-
lies. remains a quesr pheromencsn acmss the
spectruny The great nush for urbanisation has
EEnEra0ed NUMEDUS S0 o-ouitu ral conbess that
Irdicase the urban mindset Prefered hayss-

thie PM revenitaon iy it |s also neces-
The

DR 00 0 0w w1

Path i becorming advanced and
SURETIar hamsan beings. Not thal
ERryane whin martered agieed,
5 R0IME were migresied in sup-
porting Sanskrit and Arabic, hul
ey were igmored and il o
their fabe under the argument that these needed
Fmancial support, while English schoals had &
rush of fee-paying shodents from Chewppr ech-
wons of seciety. it bs 3 borg story hat has esmah-
lished Macaulay even in schermnes of fuhsistic ros
-:aa-:urlal planning.

e succeeded | crearing “a class af W,
imllansin bood and I:-ulnl.ﬂ'n.iutatg:lrsh irﬁ:ﬁ
in CRInNIons, in morals, and in imoelect " Creer the

Erl‘lrr:el.ﬂﬂl decades, indis could nog veriggle dul
ol ihe clutchies g_rme"'.lu'arqm culiuiral supsan
gty Syndrome”, Wil the PM's call make 2 dil
Perence? It could, only i serious effors are ini
tiated urgenthy m transform the irstinsional war

. in & Mizsion : i
~onipetmadil meshe. Further, individusl

ioneger

o dosa deaning up the regulatomy mechand

' apism,
streamiining beachr recruimment systems, filling
mal!ﬂ:ﬂlmﬂungnﬁﬂium.appnmﬁmm
ceeding heads of mstintions ane Tesangh Defore
the indusmbent relincuishes charge, and Empas

i1 a SErir ban an lar. K :
based “;:E'IE';IH;.E. wW-noOarium
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Humanrightseducationis

crucialforyoung peaple, who
will shapethe moraland
politicallandscapeof the future.
Introducingsuch educationin
school curricrlaempowers
childrentounderstand concepts

suchaseguality,
non-discrimination, freedomof
expression, and gender justice
fromanearlyage. Instead of
mermorizing rights asabstract
listings, students are
encouraged toanalyre real-life
scenarios, debateethical
dilemmas, and recognize

infustice intheirswrroundings.
Suchexposurecreatessacially

artin Cather King Jrs et

from a Bimningham Jail in Apeil,

1663 famously dectaed thal

"injustos armywhene 5 & thoem
e justics evenmwhene As weohsene Haman
Righes Deny an 10 Decerhir this vear, ol
thoughs go not only 1o haman fghts
achievements and vinlations in egual
measare, bot alse tothe path that needs w
be eonvered fe extend hunean s&éis o all
sections af the communiiy aomss political
of geographical divides.

It i acammin discourse wodey that man
ircrensinghy ingerconnecte ver conllic-ridden
world. kuman rghts sducation {HRE) has
emerged not fust as an scademic necessily
bt ar @ wocial imperalie, B epesents a
preraeirful loed fior building awaseness, st irg
empathy, snd strengthendng demaceatic
wnlues, Proen chgsrooms and commuily
cenires [0 winkpleces and digilal spaeces
ez rights education s the foundation
ficer i sty thal necerities digniog equling
tnal jrastboe o8 pon-nisginbde princgples

Despiee the presence of haman rglias
clises b an ansienal lamesor ks noenss
ratiises, vinliions continue b e datly
- stameliipes due by systemic Taliures,
soenclimes due to Jgnomnee, Thismakes
hieman rights cdueation Indispensable
pspecally i coundrics with vast social
divershy enirenched incguediies, and raphl
il beans sanch as hllo

A T e, D rigghis e sesos
win ik Inlividisls asane of ik rights
arsel espunsislivhes, s mnbers ol seckdy,
Intenches penpleatsa Uiesighis guarinives]
pathemByratinnid crstimiknr e
comventions, and cihical norpas. Mo
imporianiiy it eguips ndivkhals fale the
skills 1o iderily wiobalbins, deminsd
accouniabiiiny, and slvocsie Tor changs,
This aligns with tle brooadber sisbon ol th
Laited Matbons Declormibom on [lunan
Rights Flucabim and Trming (20010 welilch
urihersoores eduemlon s he pimury oy
|'-:|1-1_-u||i'.~.'||Inguui'n.'r-iilllu'ir-'w-'l-‘- Tt P

riphes and Fanclamenial freedeins,
Hummiin rights edooation & crocsl e
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Teaching Rights

yoang, people, wha willl shape the moml
and pediclcall Bandscape of the Futers
Inteochucing soch sdtuoon in school awmicala
etmrporsers children to enderstand concepes
such as equalioy non-discimiraon, feedam
of expresson, and T fustce Fom an
warhy sge. Irstedd of imemarizing dghts as
abstract listings, students are encouraged
o ameiyre real-life scermrios, debate athical
dilemanes, snd mengnize infustice i theie
surrcemdings. Such exposure crsmes sacially
respaom bl e citizens winnare ks suscepriile
to radicalizazion, misinformation, amd
prejadice. In plariltic societies, this heromes
vical for promoting commianal Barmany
mnd rechacing béases rocged in casne, religion,
genuder, and e hnicity.

Teachers and soocaiosal ingiruon s
My 8 plvnial roke inthls process. Schools
Lk Enifigrate husman rights peinciples
in thvelr wesching methods - nog just
lexibooks - creole safe and inchasive
ervironments. Sudenks leum through
experience that respect, consent, amd
empathy are nol theoretical conoepls
but everyday walie For Instance, &

i
palitical process, question wnjust palicies,
ard hold power oo acoour, Human rights
elucarion teachesindhidusls how demncratic
insciurions fureton and enourages then
tir engage crtically with pablic [fe, 6
ernphasizes the resporsibite fual arompeny
righis, suchasrespecting the dghraalotbecs,
picipating peactfslly in civic processes,
and safeguarding constitucional vahses.
Soci#ties the | invest b rights sdusation
ramioo have sipomger nile-ol-liny instinacions,
more transparent gouvemnanoe, and cilieens
vl pealsl autharkarisn tendencks Ar a
time whenmisinformarion ased polarzxion
are wiakening democractes waorldwhde,
biuman rghis edscpion 2015 as o momnl
camposs puidirg public diseoense.

Mogedver, buman rights
educaglon & indispensable
Imaddrédng coamiemporary
glohal challenges. lsswi
guch as climare change,
digiral paivaey, nefugees
migratian. gender-based
winlengd, and artilicink
Imielligence mise complex

classroom where studemis particpate '::#:" grsrions abeut rghss and
In decsiom-making, resahe condlicis cihica, For  expmple,
saloslebmiedierstybeoomes. Theurinee uraferstndirg envinmunininl

allying modelal huna rights inpractioe. AssiTanT cipghes helps commusiiies
This experientisl approach cfien has a Prefisson, demand deanerdirand nalern
mweare prafound Impact than formal Pritdara imrperes abail Sl righis
Insiroclion alome hanalslralinr nl s e ivichnls o peateci
Heyond [ ned edueation, haman  Maobaeldeedmer . Uieie privacy anline; aad
riphis g must denc fommmamamities. rviVin kmorwledge of ponder righils
My chghes viodafions coour becouss enihkes women o odiont
vanerabde populutions pne wmawime of syslmuicdisriminationand

jheir entitlements, or bevase mulhariies
exphoil Lhis lack of knowdedue Grisgniols
humanrighislirzmey programmes engervi
marginallzed communites such os
wipiact ), et fboners, cigerous groeps
amd  pessons with disabilides o
seengnlpedicriminalory pencioesand sock
imsLitsicain | suppo.

ety Eniess e igns nbout
plghspod o somgoes, heplhy e, cubastion,
B, pield cliiEensiilp ol only procec
Silevbdunls bl prosiore o galierg ol
perrambl A gnemre Mo gl
vy et Ko consninity eidves, okl
supgbars e ongd il adulihibtine
bk 0l ned Loy 15 Tog laeps sl
viiBnibaal boc el o b g sl vk
il s lgioes, il ol sicty

P gl el gt
clemnocraiic vabses A denwsracy thrive:
awwe s clitens gevn ey (i e

slipbence. Witluour widespecad luiman rglws
Hieracy, publicesponscsioashohallenges
b inadopese ar misgukled

Vnrpkaces adsabenedit sipnificanily from
by iman rightsrnaeiiesed Trmdngonplnves
s evnplinyaes Bn rights: bised ramewocks
cresites henthlder o it professhool
ervimenments. Borsduces hums=mdnil,
dgcrimintion, and exploiatin whik
pevanoting, pereles sensitivity sl mentd
wictl-bing, Cexpronitiove thid uplakl s
ehelins snncbisls tend s B e soclally
pesqot il st icalby nesdenonlwuidgt
Uile erediliny amivog oersuimers aml
D stors, With U sl 190 [Emnd il
sl Giovermanoe] sepririlisg, buasiesses
sicranan (e gbobie e s esprsctal 19 align
themschus with luirgn rights poincipbe
risig: Do gl eohcibio i vkl
g e S Rl o Pt s,

st lopal anl fulicid Bansesosk,

Human
Rights
Education

while cnocial, cannce alpog guseantes |
fee human rights: social .l:l:ﬂpl..‘lnﬁ?nl
cul ol Entemmalisstion see ecusiy imporiant
Lorymare effectiveonlyohwm proopke wndersted
themn, vahe them, and feel smpowered o
innolee chem, This makes human righis
educatiana long-term [Frvesiment - net fast
Il gislatioe bt insocietal tansformacian.
I fspers culrures where dEscimination s
challenged, empathy |2 cultlvated, and
violenoe B cepected

Chmvarmimenis misst cherelose priondze
Irumnan ighis ecucation threush oo prehargie
policies. India’s National Curriculuem
Feasmnewi ifready tives e dm pomance
off canstinmlonal values in educsion, g
i pla s AT O Fenins aneven, There s
a pressing mesd for peacher training,
age-appropriafe texthaoks, digital HRE
resources, and pannerships betweenschools
and comutniy ceganizamions, Polioy ke
shoubd ersure that usman rghns Rarmieg
i infvgraned dotoss subjects ocher than
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priones tn gamify education, boosting foundatianal
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AJAY B MEHEA
SEMIOR FELLEAY, CEHTRE PO
MULTILEWEL FEPERALISM

sl which exsled in dlused
il skl R wilh & b
ol aedlenoe and arc e tadlon,
1 el i e 1o RS disspite
& dhoxpen chusnis Ragaestod by var
foks eornmssinns ard comonibless
=4 wedl as new fameworks inkm-
ahoend iy posst e Independinios India
T focus hiss el mesely been
an pedagoEy, which i value
ekl Bt sl in ferms ol wial
the stixlonts mbibed as jdess
arel practices Lhrough prinked
latarabure and ofhec filndi,
Thee PM accused Macsulay of
! Eiferfua, wipisiastha o ramonl

e Epatem), brealcing the back
of kasehal sdll), shatlering s
eonfidence, throwing the entire
krowledge sysbem inbo the dust-
kiin, condemningg Indian herilage
ard aullure instead of aking
prides in thiem and rejecting local
langusges. All these dewvalop.
mientks produced an inferoty
complex ameni  Emiens, he
clyimied, Blasdng peovious po-
ertumanis, particularly thess of
the Congress, the P casd thess
lendencies  were | oomenebised
afier Independenos. |

I is Lk wedionone ol Une
Prime Mhinler S larmang hos
akterition in the slale of edoca-
ot kn thel 1280 veur of hisTeign
Alas, the realsty a3 ol sy
boght. On Oetober 15 2020,
addrezsing Lhe ceniEnary canvos
cathom of the Undversity of
Mysore, FM BModi highdighaed
b= proecth of higher educabon
mtbtutioes such as TiTk, TS,

TRIBUNE, (P-6), 11 DECEMBER 2025

A red herring called Macaulay

India should focus on an education system that fosters scientific termper and creates an inclusive society

FIDNEER: Thomas B Macaslay

AIIMS and TS across b
eountry disring his nile. Howey.
er, faculty appommimenis, admis-
sons, funds and ndras e
a5 vwell as CoilToverses regind-
irg besfboodes confimue bo eusd
dark shedows. The number of
grvernmend  Bifscls - has
derrensad (arourd S0000 [ewer
betwsen 201415 and 2008.24),
while the mimber of private
schocls bas gore up. Thees are

SErigus Em

Aa s Low Blember of the Goy-
ernor-General's  Couneil  of
Indis British historian, poet and
Whig polibclan  Macsulay
clairmed 1o have led hiz
Muanude an e fHat

champed b anbive course of
educatinn in Indla, Addressing
the Commétien of Public Instrue-
tion, ho based his srgument oo
e cenlral theme of the Charter
A il 1813 thal sok seede & susn
“Tor U P vl s panmetics of
lifesrabubye amgl the artownages
el of Uhe learned natives of
India, and [ee the intraducton
amd prosnolion ol knowledpe of
U sesenien among the nhsab.
Lants of 1k Beitish derrmories”,
Hegwyer, (b iz deulbibiud
whicibge ke sl whal = belng
silrilrited to kine T have tav-

The PM recently
accused Macaulay
of destroving e

education system and
brcaking the back of

Kerpesirend (sl in Tnilia
T
ellod ncross th kid

. that
wee replaon her ald snd encent
pducation s¥siem, ber ol
fior iF Uhe [riedisns think thal all
ihat 15 foreipgn and English S
mmimigrthmﬂuuam
by will lose (helr self-estoem,
their ative el bune and theywall
Bectime ol we wanl them, &
wruly domleeiod nabion, " Thal's
because on Fehruary 3, 1835, be
was b Claledatia, dot b Lomdon,

TLBCHHEE ks iemss i Wi imedituationa] s Lcatiom in Incla. s el fors e (e

[nufeed, in referring to “the
learmed nalives of Indsa", be sel
thi lome o recal supedonty
evven balors be came b his cen-
tral argumnend. The essentis]
argparednit of hig Minuabe was
reparding mot wasting  public
moiey on educaticn in ‘San-
scril’ ard Peralan He siressed
ipending public funds on an
educalion gystem Lhal imperted
ediicabion in sclence and the
conbteEnporary krewledge Sys-
Lt i U West bn Enelish.

He migndicned in the docig-
mend; V1 woald siriclly respect
all existing intereata. [ would
donl even peneroosly with all
individuals whe have had fuir
rEnsan L EXpect & pecuniary pro-
vision. But [ would strike 2t the
root af the had syste mwhich has
hitherto bewmn fisbened by ws. 1

woudd ol conee wlo ihe printing
ol Arabio drsd E-H.I'I.I:Iﬂ:ﬂl Bl [

wisiald abolesh the Medroms and
tite Bamserit Collage at Caleats,
Benamas i the preat soad of Brah-
mancol learning; Delkd, of Arm-
bic learning. IF we nefasn the
Saneent College at Benires and
thir Mabomedan Coliege 21 Del-
fu, we do enowgh, snd mueh
moné nan éncaph in my opin-

toi Tar the eastérn languages

T i e e R g TROL S

He fartbeer said: <16 the Banare
and Delhi Colleges shmald be
retained, I would at least recom-
merd that no stipends shall be
Een lo any sudenis., The
furede which would thus b=
placed al our disposal would
enable us o ghve larger encowr-
agement 1o the Hindoo College
ot Calmstia, and to esiablish in
the principal cities throughoud
thie: Prasidencies of Fort Willlam
and Agra schools In which the
Fxyglish lingangn might be well
and thorcughdy teught”

He argued thet a lee (ekb)
rupdirs granbed by e Governe
msit of India st pat be wast-
ed on schofarship for the atu-
denis of ‘Sangcrit’ and Persisn
and an the publizatin of books
in these larnguages, singe the
books in Engiish gold mome
Then came his aim, "W musi sl
present do cur besf o Moo @
clizs who may be interpreten
between us and the millions
whom we govern;; a class ol pee-
dons, Indian in hlood and enloue
b English in laste, in opindons,
m neeale, and in ntelleet™, Flr.
ki, hie pithy remark, “a single
shalf of & gocd Eumapean library
wi worth e wingke native Bler-
abure ol Inds asd Ambis”,
indeed offends wis & Indians

Howsoever oot Macmalay
mus hnse been, the statement
absve sonireis more from the
penof an adrmigistraior, conlem
plaling & utilitarian loghs for the
Furd ]1.:.'.rmg: Benn allacated Tor

echication. The colomial admin-
istradion he represgrmied stood
far extraching Mogurces for the
mltopels, mol for charity, ‘W
should &k gurselves o the
s Al odid n baeey us®
I wall consluds with fan P
sorl exporiences with bwe ger-
F’ﬁmﬂﬁ.ﬂ.ﬁtﬂuﬂ:{hﬁ“mm
educabon from my parents’
Feneration, a doclor was well
versed in Urdu, bt ke quickly
leamnt asdiministrative Hindi. My
father, an officer in the Bihar
Mﬂl\.‘._ﬁud Freficiungg in Eng-
U#hmnﬁmﬁamt Bagin-
ning my edissation m Bidar, |
foursd that Hind-medivem e
books innuleated netionalsm,
Trsalesd af m“-,ma a red har-
rng. W sheuld leap building
I‘dm‘-ﬁ‘hﬂmﬂmmﬁ:m
thal = Ennuderm, e
forters solerdific tomper and cre-
ﬂlﬂmwjmw_;tw_ﬁq;rr
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School of Good Eatlng

els of packaged, salty sugary audfaﬂ:y
foods. InIndia, these foods appear in
school tifin, canteens and shops, shap-
Inghahits before adulthood.

This is why lessons from Japan and
Vietnam matter. These two Asian coun-
tries show what becomes possible when
schools serve as the frontline of notri-
tion and food culture — not just places
where mesls are served, but where lﬂb
longhshiteareformed. :

Japam's kyusholo (school lunch) svs-
tem is perhaps the world's strongest sch-
ool-mutriticn model. Children receivea
frechly cooked, balanced meal each day
— rice, vegetahles, protein foods, soup,
and fruitor milk —designed by nutri-
tionists. But Japan's true innovation is
behavioural: food is served in classrooms,
children take turns distributing it, hand-
wﬂﬂihﬂiﬂﬁmmm
comme from and why balance matters.

This routine is anchored by shokuiku,
Japan's national food-education policy,

chesity rates in the developed world,
a

try's National Institute of Nutrition and

Ajinomoto Vietnam support schools in
balanced meals with standard-

ised portions, child-friendly preparati-

onsand strict hygiene. Schools follow

45-min seated lunch breaks, classroom

servingand daily handwashing. :

Food education runs across the curri-
culum, with children learning about
nutrition, sustainability and hygiene.
Families pay modest meal fees, keeping
the system viable. Vietnam proves that
structured school meals and daily food
education are possible even without
large budgets.

In India, government schools run PM
POSHAN (midday meal scheme), the
world's largest feeding programme, cov-
ering 118 mn children across 11.2 lakh sch-
ools. Yet, quality safety, vegetable diver-
sity and eating time vary widely, Private
schools rely almost entirely on

chked tiffin that have UFFs,hakeryjmm_g,
instant noodles or leftovers. School can-
teons often sall foods high in salt, sugar
and unhealthy fats.

These inconsistent food environments
eontribute to India's rising childhood me-
tabolic disease. Supply-side measures—
front-of-pack labelling (FoPL), sugar ad-
visories or junk-food restrictions — can-
not suceeed unless schools also reshape
eating habits, Many schools offer only
15-20 mins for meals, encouraging rush-
ed eating and waste.

India needs two approaches to build

atrcrngnutnﬂmmhﬂsmdaﬂd:m.mm
mwm and another for
fvate
Ermsmmﬂmmmﬂiﬁﬂmuﬁhe
strengthened through a simple, balanced-
meal framework developed by nutrition-
ists, PPPs can diversify meals and imp-
rove quality These upgrades must inclu-
:Iebetierldtchma,uh&ndrmkmawmer
proper handwashing stations. Train-
hlgmﬁ:ahhmmmﬂdﬁ'iﬂuﬂrpm
paration, and ensuringa 30-minjunch
break will help children eat calmly and
develop mindful roufines.
» Private schools should be encouraged
to introduce classroom-based meal cater-
ing — through on-site or centralised kit-
chens — while still allowing home tiffin
aligned with balanced guidelines. Ban.
UPFs. Classroom serving createsacalm,
mmpnﬂ&xﬂammmmm_mﬂﬁ:u*

Baoth typesof schools canadd 10-min
nutrition miniHessons before lunch,
linked tothe day's meal and tanght
food facts, farm insights, gratitude prac-
tices and table manners,

Japan and Vietnam demonstrate that
improving what children eat must go
hand inhand with i how,
where and why thev eat. Habits form
through routine, repetition and rale-
modelling. India can adapt theircore
principles: balanced meals, calm lunch
breaks, nutrition mini-lessons, class-

_ room-based
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The stark reality of educational costs in India

reicle 214 (86th Amendmenr, 2003 af
the Cocstingtion of kndis provides the
mrmi’m&a.ndﬂnqndmm
Edvecation for children of ages six 40 14
yeurs, The Netional Education Policy (NEP) 2020
wxpands this wision to coeer childpen from ages
timee 1o 15 years, sereby mdending cthe goal of
uriversal education from w hiigheer
secondany (Class 120, The MEP aims bo achieve this
mniversalisation of school education up o the
soomdany bevel by 2030, Althotgh education B
a1 be free, mamy shedenss il amend
private schools, where suhstantal fees ame
charged. In addition, due o mveral reasons,

(iven the constiteional guarasses of fris
educaricn, how expenshe i busic schooling in
Inclia? Hioe mrach o parents actually spend oo
send their children in school = an obligation thae,
in principle, Bes with the governmentas
menianed i the Constibotion? The M55 BCgh
Hoemnd (April-June 2005) sarvey, on
Tﬂmmm&uﬂmm.
ffiers e latest data o explore questiins

Emrolment tremds in schools
&1 1 natinnal level, 55 9% of snadenas ane
enrolled o grvermmien schoods, 11.0% in privase
aldind sehoodd, &6d 1.59% in private anabded
schools. Enrolment in private schoels B moch
bagher m the ushan secior than in the furad
gersor. Ao e otal sobsoolchildeen oarhan
aneas, 514% are enrolled in privane schood, while
this share i 24.3% in neal areas. Hineever, the
perader gap in privan: school esmolment i
relatively amall - 34% ol boye and 29.5% of girls.

I the rural sectar, children are enrollsd more
in government schodls tan in private schools,
Privang soincnd enrolmen i 28.1% in pre-primary,
25.9% in primary, 2% m middle and secondary,
and 25.8% i higher secondary. In cosirssa, in the
urlsan secime, the share of (iklen ennolied in
preivane schweo®s & much higher — 6259% o
pre-primary, $5.3% in S AN by mbiche,
#4% In secondary, amd AZ 3% In higher
stcondary, As education kevels increase, privne
achwool enrolment declines in uriban sras.

When compared wich the esrler roged of the
NEE Survey on Education (75th pouwed; July
2T June 2008), we oliséres an ncreased share of
children enrolled in privaie schoals. Bn maral
areas, the share of children enmoded &n prbace
schools iIncreased from 30,594 oo 25945 in

bavel, from 16.7% 00 275 In midkdle level,

sl frem 17,55 1 20,15 in pecondary Bevel. In
urban aseas, the share of children enrolled in
fprrenie sckocein increased o $0055% 0 55,05 ai
The o], el Srncem A 10 AR B a the
mekdddle frwpl. This nking ensolment in private
schools is ieading o the increasing costs of
educarion,

Ersroiment In government and private schoals
1 clegarly Hinkeed with edocational ependinune

3 1B Trlibaraan
Satkan Unierity,
Guara

| middle, 4002% ar secondary, and 44.6% af higher | 1 ensuring

The ity ssked whether scadenis had to pay
ammy course fee. In rirsd sreas, 25, 7% of
mtﬂmlmmsﬂmw :
achoal students reparted paping cour In e, beosr educated paren b
urhan aress, 34.7% of schoo] b
shudenes and S8% of privie school students

TICLGE for midddle, 06,415 for secondary, and
T, 304 for

‘The surwy ressials that for fees per academid; on studenes’ learring :
Veir | gerrermment schools, narl rasge from | '\ plteris who a hagh value
REX (pre-primary) 8o 7,308 ikigher secomdary), on education jexd posstss the FishewTr
while urhan fees mange from 91,630 {pre-primany) EMHDWEMENWE:'
o 17,704 stcondary). In private schools, | thelr chidren. Thus, the tendency o seek privts
maral fees giart at ¥15,988 (pre-primaryh and goup | fuithon i j amiig sludens
hmnsfmm-ﬂmmm enrolled in private school, privan:
rangs [mm 188 {pre-primarys o B49,075 schooling charges relatively high fees, many
(higher secondary). | teschers in private sobedd: are undprgoaid and

mﬂwmmMmmmﬂ]y aﬁnuﬂﬁmlﬁrﬁ.mmmmﬂ
teeesk, the financil burden of private schooling | on private fiusoring for academic sspporr,
becomes even more apparent. In rirsl sreas, Fierther, scmm acholirs argue dtar privab: tichon
mionithdy expendinge on private schooling ranges has also become 2 symbol of prestige among
Erisem Tl 480 for pre-primary 10 BL707 for Taeniliea.
srcondary. [nourbam aneas, thess ligunes ris
significanily, from 22,102 po 24,085, When strengihen pubBicly Fonded schools
m[ﬁﬁﬂﬂihuumﬁhhbmm‘ mnuuwﬁmmmmﬂw
(MPCE) from the Household Consamption highlight the stark reainy of sducitional ooss n
Expenditere Survey (HCES) 2124 survey, it is Inda. Despite do conseitutional guarames of fres
evident that the cosl af priviee schoaling at the edocation, 4 T progarton of sudents,

Sevel B rougldly equivalent to the | (34.3% in rural and SL4% in urban), otend

sty income of the pocres) 5% of households, | peivabe schools thar reguoire substanial fees. With

while the cost at the higher secondary level abigne | private natlon farther household
with the MPCE of bouseholds in the thind income finances, pducation ks becoming incressingly
decile. This stark contmast underscones the unaffordsble for mny families, particdardy tos
fmamclal sirsin char many Fmilies face in froen kwerdnooane de >
accessing quality education. This trend b pat inequalizes
hmmmmuwm
Inchlence and cost of privase tuition threatening the very principls of basic and
mmn-eyn:nmalqum: umrersal edocation. As govermment sehls [
sicacdend was mking or had weken privae coaching | declining esrodment, chiliren ecnnomicly
| durirg the curment academic year. In this surary, mmmnhmmmﬁ
infarmation on private was colkacied puhnlzdm:?ﬂm,nqm..}gm.;
nell mnmm mn“ﬂﬂ : naitic
expendings on L SvEy Al ditiorally, the @rimdng privaes p
Sooane thiat 25.5% of childiren in mural areas and phenomenan 2

: 2 wldening leurming
30.7% In urban aress take private coachisg. 1 the ﬁ'lﬂ:pﬂﬂ‘tlﬂ.'lhtl'ﬂhemlﬂq

numal and urham secors, te proportion of undenlable atvantige ower S A

sraclenas waking private iultion increases s we | housebobis the qualiny af
i [Fum ke o higher levels of educarion, In | Irmﬁuln:rmmm”ﬂ
rurad zrezs, it 15 1007 &1 pee-primary, 206% at tremd.

primary, % ar middie, 36.7% at secondary, mmgmmuumm,n urp
i 35.1% af higher secomdary. In urbam areas, It reforms, Sirengehening the quialicy and v
i 13.57% ot pre-primary, 26.6% ar primany, 38ar | Mﬂmnnummhmm

I}Hmm.mlmi

- - .hﬂimﬁﬂm
average nditure on privace Agrawal, Panl Gopia, and Debasis Mondag
peer reported student disring the curment mm{hlwﬂmmmm!#’mmr%
academiz yeer |5 higher B the urban sscr thin firuls that paivale nilton b negatively sssoria g

I e secior 18 ks J03, 0006 in wrban sreasand | with schoc] quality Indicaiora. This

F7.056 b riired ares. The dverige capenditune an | shodents al "bettes” schools nily lees on
- Incre pees 8 we mese i e o e rraleyg

fower to bigher level of edacation. In faral aress, | belp bridge the widening gap betasn snsden s

i

it {5 03,980 for 4,005 for primary, | from different socieeconomic backgrounds
WMMMM | mmmmmnmm”‘
E1%, 8003 For higher gecondary, In urban e, i1l | coward ackioving qtdhhhu.dm‘
15,515 fior pre-prismry, 07,947 for primany, | aducation ki a8 L Tk - o s

g
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HE TNTHAN public unbversicy

is being quistly consigned to

oblivian. The long-lerm stroc-

tural pressures, poditical inter-

ference, and academic abdica-
tion across all regimes have been hollowing
oot unbversities af least since the 19708, The
crisis that first engulfed state universities
in the 1960 slowly peroolated tothe central
universities. Tragically, it was TPA-TT —
with its penchant for centralization
masquerading as reform — that laid the
foundations for the assaults that would fol-
lowe. Despite all this, the public system re-
mained cbetinately enduring.

This column has, over the years, dwelt
on the systemic lssues facing Indian uni-
versities: Governance structures, funding
cuts, and so fiorth, But even then, there were
st bopes for a umanound. The expan-
slon of institutions created severe peda-
gogical stresses:; everyone worried about
access almost moone about quaality, But the
chiurm in the social compositkon of Liniver-
sithes was an opporiunity. Students, untike
in the "time-pass", strike-ridden culture of
thee 1970%, were keen to learm.

Ecomnomic growth mised the penalty for
ne learming. Faculty quality was uneven,
bur legendary teachers still owned their
classrooms, Forall its faults, the university
was still, In a manner of speaking, a free
space. There was enough of a recognisable
institutional structure to keep It function-
Ing. We assumed, perhaps naively, that

there was a bottom bevond which unfver-
sities would not fall.

That assumption no longer hodds. Con-
versations with colleagoees in public und-
versitles across the country are nowr uni-
formly bleak. Even the minimal
institutional form of the university seems

to be disappearing. This newspaper yester-

day carried astory aboust the remeval of five
vice-chancellors (V-Cs) in Rajasthan,
prompled by ABVE protests. The episode
exposed two trends everyone privately ae-
knowledges but few publicly confront.

The first ks the collapse of even the most
stalidly boring administrative norms, It
used to bea basic procedural principle thar
inquiring officers had o be senborto thase
being investigated. Even this norm has
been discarded when governmeants want
o dismiss V-Cs,

The second is the unprecedented veto
powerthe ABVE nowwields in marmy unibver-
sitles. Student unions have always been sig-
nificant actors In camipus life. But almost
every public university professor I speak o,
acToss several states, now says the ABVP has
avirtual veto over what happens in thelr in-

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-12), 12 DECEMBER 2025

Party-state is marching into public
umversites. There is no one to say no

becamie partisan all the way down. Student
politics was a conduidt to political carsers;
the reverse was also true, with parties using
undons to controd universitles or manufac-
ture . This {5 as trueof the SFT and
the NSUL ac it is of the ARV,
The largest unintended casualry of thiz
was the disappearance of the
"student” az a category in public con-
sclousness. Student unions were mostly
about everything except protecting the
long-term Interests of students. Teachers”
unions, also party-affiliated, fared no
better. Asa result, the two groups that
ought to have had the strongest stake in
academic excellence —students and pro-
fessors — could rarely speak as collective
academic actors. They existed as individ-
waks, but thelr collective avatars were parry

stitutions. Pre-censoring of speakers is rou- appendages, The tragedy of the Indian
tine, driven by real or imagined fear of pro- public university is that the very consti-
mmﬂ;l:mmaﬂmgm tuencles that might hove defended i were
ABVP affectivaly Ofi% A% & structurally prevented from doing

fromt for political extortion. Perhaps the only The state universities are, urqﬁm,
Hﬂwﬁw far this k=ved of domina- undergoing thelr moment of schaden-
tion Front’s decimation freude, as they watch party rule
e o Son  polton sy S o i
on : exiraordinary Diethi and
mm i Shadenis ax y mﬂﬁwmw
s MHOTTTL will their vidual were far
cuight to engage in politics; it isan in iﬁ from perfect; they were uncon-
dviceducation,and  Capacities, wor F‘“'IMH] scionably short-changing their

many will, in their individualca-  parties. But we must still ask Eﬂenmmmmmmml
pacities, work for political parties.  whether the form of party course, pockets of achleverment.
But we must still ask whether the F]"ﬂﬁthﬂﬂﬂmmm But to hear about their current
form of party politics that domi- condition i o descend inioa knd
nates student life in Indla is student life in India is of unimaginable instinstional dys-
counterproductive. Shouldstudens: counterproductive. Should  topia: Students afradd to organise
bexdies be farmally afliasted with  gmudent bodies be formally ;ﬂ-ﬂnm; Faculty required to sub-
I | e AT W poiical | PR monsln it
stemns from the fact that parties atall? RSS-sponsored events; the abso-
both student and teacher politics lute decimation In the guality of

appointments, even by previously uneven
standarnds, The pedagogical mission S more
confused than ever: CUET is an exam
machine, not a pedagogical sohution to
any problem. V-Cs behave as iftheir job
were o perform the home minkstry's func-
tions, pointing fingers at ideclogically
inconvenient faculry,

These can only be reported as conver-
satioms, but they are harmowing ones, cut-
ting across the political spectrum. As onge
colleagne put it, "there are increasingly
three degrees you need: RSS, Modi and
money”. I have seen an economist from
the Delhi School of Economics in tears,
contemplating what the School once was
and what it has become. A left-right con-
frontation over the university might not
be ideal. But at least it could have intellec-
tual content and be compatible with some
threshold understanding of what a univer-
sity I, The worries colleagues now express
are [ar worse,

Perhaps those of us who exited the
public system have forfelted the right to
speakabout it. But the true tragedy s pub-
lic silence. Delhi University, once a ca-
cophonous arena whese a V-C could not
move 2 flower pot without
test, now lies inent before m
The university has been domesticatad,

And all this in the name of a “Bharatiya
tradition” that once Insisted rulers lay
dowmthelr arms before entering a place of
learning. We are witmessing a reversal of
that ethic: Power marching into the gure-
Kiel fully armed, and Anding no one eft
willing to say mo. There are no professors
or students, cnly partisans, or worse, na-

The writer i contributing editor,
The Wdian Exprass
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Should India ban
social media for kids?

Tech addiction demands layered responses — digital
literacy, parental involvement, psychological
support, and educational redesign

Oince it was alcohol, then it was drugs; now addiction has 2
new name-social media. its addicts are !'l"EI'!ﬂdthE-ﬂEfﬂ!’.s age
groups, classes, and cities. It is an epidemic that spread
before anyene even realised it. India, like other nations, is
hooked 24x7 to social media, and this is more prominent
amongst young children who are now exposed to all the
goad and bad the digital world has to offer. In this scenario,
Bustralia's dedision to ban social media access for children
under 16 has reignited a global debate on how societies
should confront the escalating crisis of tech addiction and its
psychological repercussions.

The Australian government’s move Is undeniably sweeping
and disruptive in its implications, even though its intent is
clear: o protect young users from the toxic digital
emvironment and online harm that has come 1o be accepted
as digital normal. The factors that pushed Australia to ban
social media for children may be just as relevant for India.
While there is little disagreement on the need to limit
children’s #ccess to sodal media, enforcing a blanket ban
could be excessively harsh and may be counterproductive.
That said, the case for intervention is undeniably strang and
is the need of the hour. Psychologists worldwide have been
sounding the alarm for years. Clinics now report children as
young as eight showing symptoms of mental il Iness:
hyperactivity, violent behaviour, throwing tantrums
when devices are taken away, and an inability to disengage
from screens.

Regular access to sodal media is changing cognitive and
emotional development amongst children in a big way.
Declining attention spans, inability to form coherent
sentences, and eroded real-world communication skills are
becoming disturbingly common. The picture becomes even
murkier when you include incidents like the Blue Whale
challenge or misogynistic school group chats-proof of how an
immature mind can be drawn into, or even trigger, serious
harm. Australia's ban may not be a panacea, as even the
strictest age ban can be circumvented, and children adept at
navigating technology may find prozy routes soaner rather
than fater. Indeed, no law can compensate for what is lacking
at home, in dassrooms, or in broader digital culture, but
govemnment intervention paves the way for incremental
reforms in schoals, colleges, and even at home.

India's challenge is more complex: its vast population,
socio-economic diversity, and uneven digital literacy make a
ban impractical and insufficient, though action is essential,
Seme progress is emerging through bottom-up efforts, with

" over 5,000 parents joining suppornt groups to bulld healthler
digital habits, reinforcing families as the first line of defence.
Tech addiction needs layered solutions-digital literacy,
parental involvement, psychological support, and educational
redesign-because while a ban may ralse awareness, it cannot
replace the long-term task of building resilience and .
autenomy in young users. India must craft its own path.
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Why educating girls is not enough: Bridge the skill gap

. DEVENDRA

D KUMAR

2*4]) OPINION
THE PIONEER

India has spent decades strengthening girls' access to
education. Through scholarships, awareness drives, and
community-level campaigns, the country has succeed-
ed in bringing more girls into classrooms than ever
before. Enrolment rates for girls have risen at primary,
secondary, and even higher education levels. Yet a stub-
born gap remains: while more young women finish
school and college, far fewer make it into the
workforce. This disconnect reveals a hard truth-educa-
tion alone cannot guarantee employment. For Indian
girls, skill development is the missing link between learn-
ing and livelihood.

Across the country, thousands of young women hold
degrees but remain unemployed. This reflects a deeper

structural issue: literacy and academic qualifications,
although essential, do not automatically translate into
employability. Many graduates lack the practical, digital,
and workplace skills demanded by contemporary
industries. Compounding this are entrenched social
norms and cultural expectations that often

ble jobs with little chance of maobility. Skill development
can change this trajectory. Training in digital literacy helps
women shift from low-productivity work to stable, better-
paying opportunities. Today's industries-whether health-
care, manufacturing, hospitality, technology, or retail-
demand a blend of theoretical knowledge

overshadow the benefits of education. For - and practical ability, and skill training pro-
many girls, familial restrictions, gender E!]E 10N e vides this bridge. ! .
stereotypes, and ideas about “appropriace™ When women acquire skills, the impact

work limit their ability to turn education
into financial independence.

These soclal barriers shape everything-from whether
awoman is allowed to work to what kind of job she can
accept. Families frequenthy avoid roles that involve travel,
physical tasks, or late hours, forcing even educated
women Iinto narrow, low-growth career paths.
Confidence-bullding and communication abilities-skills
critical in today's work culture-are rarely nurtured in tra-
ditional classrooms, making skill development pro-
grammes essential.

The reality becomes even harsher in India’s vast infor-
mal sector, where more than 90 percent of working
women remain concentrated. Most are unskilled and
engaged in low-paid, insecure jobs-domestic work, agri-
culture, tailoring, construction, home-based production,
or micro-enterprises. In rural areas especially, women
face severe skill deprivation and remain trapped in unsta-

extends far beyond employment. Skilled
women strengthen economic productivity,
inmovation, and inclusive growth. Within families, a
working daughter or mother enhances financial secu-
rity and decision-making power. Moreover, skilled
workers are better positioned to negotiate fair wages,
resist exploitation, and move into formal employment
The next step for Indla must be to integrate skill devel-
opment into every stage of education. Rural training
centres must be expanded, especially for girls with
restricted mobility. Partnerships with industry can
ensure training aligns with real job market needs.
Crucially, communities and families must be sensitised
to value skill training as essential-not secondary-to edu-
catlon. For India’s girls, skill is the pathway to indepen-
dence, confidence, and security.

%E
{: Thet wrilter |s the founder of the Ladll Foundation

-
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angladesh's inability to creare
adequate opportunities for its
voung population has moved far
beyond an economic concern. It
represents a significant social and political
ahtghﬂﬂle;;_ur the country. Persistent and
vouthunemployiment expose
deep structural weaknesses in an economy
that has failed totranslate its growth into
more jobs. Instead of benefitting from
the country’s development gains, crores
of young people find themselves excluded
from productive work, which creates
frustration and undermines weakened
sodal cohesion. If this disconnect continues,
It will jeopardise Bangladesh's long-term
development trajectory and erode the
very demographic dividend that should
have been one of its greatest strengths.
The statistics paint an even starker

STATESMAN (P-6), 14 DECEMBER 2025

How to bridge education and employment in Bangladesh

picture of the employment situation. The
Labour Force Survey 2024 of

the Bangladesh Bureau of A Member

Statistics (BBS)indicated that
in 2024, the unemployment

rate was 366 peroent compared
to 335 percent in 2023, Of

Of The

unemployvment is 4.17 percent
and of norHiterate 139 peroent, Unemployment
among the educated is higher, indicating
greater competition for jobs among
educated people. Another striking fact is,
although the unemployment rate appears
low, youth unemployment and youth
inactivity are very high. Unemployment
rate among youth aged 15-29 vears is 807
nt. However, the share of young
people aged 15-29 years who are not in
education, employment, or training (NEET)

is 20.3 percent. The distribution of
unemployment by educational level
shows that, among the 26.24 lakh
unemployed, gradustes account for
the highest share at 885 lakh.

The roots of Bangladesh's youth

N unennphoyment orisis e ina longstanding

this, the rate of literate T 5% *¥ W

mismatch between education and
labour-market needs. The education
system continues to emphasise degrees
rather than practical, job-ready skills,
which leaves many graduates withour
the competencles emplovers expect.
Employers often report a shortage of
candidates with technical abilities, digital |
literacy, or industry-specific training,
Technical and vocational institutes, which
should fill this gap, remain underfunded,
outdated, and weakly linked to industry.
Asa result, young people are unprepared

for emerging opportunities inachanging
economy. Another critical issue is the
immense pressure on public-sector
employment. For many young Bangladeshis,
government jobs are considered the only
viable route to stability, recognition, and
social prestige. Moreover, the private
sector has not been able to generate
enough high-quality jobs to absorb new
entrants since private invesoment rernained
sl:agna;léd for over a decade due to various
policy and regulatory shortcomings. Most
youth who find work end up in informal,
low-paying, insecure employment. They
eamn too little tobuild a future and receive
none of the benefits or protections that
come with formal work. High informality,
weak social protection, gender iti
and significant rural-urban inequality
hamper Bangladesh's labour market,
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Beyond American
dreams: Indians
doing a rethink on

study abroad plan e i e i skt
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AR Indian shudemis, o 151 per cent

Imcrease fom the preyiois per AEd nisr-

double e figure from Nve years am
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Jesudasan

ith  ower
110y un-
iveraities
and neatly
45 000 colleges catering o
around 4.5 crore students,
India continues to streng:
then its posidon &= one of
the world's tarpes edwca-
ton hobs. The country al-
%0 aims 1o achieve 507%
enrollment  ratho
(GER) in higher edwcation
by 2035 To achieve this
warpet, India must streng
then all areas of higher
educatbon.  Government
and private institutions ane
working  towands.  this,
throwgh various initiatives
such as the One Naton
Ome Sobseription (OR0S).

What is ONOS?
The acheme alms W pro-
vide nationwide access o
major scholarly e<journals
from prominent publish-
ers across disclplines such
a5 STEM, Medicine, Man-
agement, Social Sciences
and Humanliles. The
UGCs Information and Li-
brary Metwork (INFLIB
NET) centre is to act as the
implementing agency for
ONOS The scheme will
give G400 instiutdons
arross the country (includ-
ing central and state un-
iversities, colleges and re-
search Instdrudons) and 1.2
crore  students,  faculey,
and researchers access o
over 13,000 wop journals
including global ones such
as Elsevier, Springer-Nu-
fure, Taylor & Francis, and
Wiley. The Anusandhan
Mational Research Founda-
tion (ANRF) Act seeks o

GETTY MAGESASTOCKFHOTD
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Fuel a owige

cconom

Why the One Nation One Subscription should be
extended to private universities and colleges

boost research HELs in
stmaller towns with plans
for central funding o sup-
port Indian ssthors i pay-
‘ing . Article  Processing
Charges for quality open-

acoess journals. However,
private universities hawe
been keft oant of the ambit
of DNOIS

Before the 19908, the
higher education  land-

poape wis dominmed by
government-funded  msti-
tutions. FEoonomic liberall-
sation also led 1o various
transformational mejsures
including establishment of

private univeraities and
colleges, As a result, wday,
around 80% of sudents
pursie higher education in
private universities and
colleges. In the last two de-
cades, the numbser of these
colleges and wniversites
has expanded in response
tor the increxsing demand
for higher education.

Research focussed

Apart from offering pro-
grafmmes in  emerging
fields such as Bobotics, Al,
Fiech, Precision Tech-
nologies, Cybersecurity,
Design Thinking and more,
they alsn offer internation-
al  exposure, industry-

linked learning, interdisci-
plinary and fexible aca
demic options and other
benefits to students. Mamy
of these institutions are bo-
cated in wrhan and semi-
urban areas and account
for pearly 36% of the stu-
dent  popukation.  Apart
iversities have positioned
themselves as research-
and innovation-focussed,
as Bansal et.al. CA0H3) note,
Spme are very large with
multiple campuses, mod-
&mn infrastructure, and fa-
culty  members enabling
thiem to compete with and
match the research outpat
of welFknown  govern-
ment-funded institutions.
Bome even project them-
selves as the secomd-largest
contribuiers o ndia's me-
search output after the
UTs. Quality publications,
spending on facuiry deve-
lopment &nd infrastruic-
e creation, antmation
of Hbraries, including esta-
hlishment of digital librar-
ies, RFID, and oaher rechn-
ological advances have all
contributed o this.
iConsidering that private
HEls have made immense
comtributions to the educa-
tion landscape amd the
growth manifested in ma-
ny areas, extending ONOS
to such institutions would
help the country achieve
the goal of a developed In-
dia by 2035, This will nog
strain the coumtry's finan-
cial resources and willhelo
Imdia develop a robuso

knowledge economy.

Tha wariter |5 the fomes secion of
Funie L} , Ba ; dormner
Pro Woe-Ciranceilor ol HITS,
Chencat; and emer Frincpal s
Zacretary of Madies Chiistian
College, Chemsai
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India’s biggest higher
education overhaul

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhikshan Bill is less about
dismantling old institutions and more about redefining

the state’s relationship with higher education

India's education system has long remained under the shadow
of a cobonial framework designed to serve British interests, Even
after Independence, the same system continued with only
minar alterations. The new education bill, however, seeks to
discard this legacy and mark a clear break from the past. it also
aims to simplify the governance of education by bringing
together various institutions responsible for regulating and
framing policies for the country's higher education under a
single umbrella,

The Union Cabinet's approval of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhikshan Bill is a definitive step towards restructuring higher
education governance. By repladng the University Grants
Commission [LIGC), the All India Coundl for Technical Education
(BICTE) and the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)
with a single regulator, the government wants to align higher
education policy with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
by a simplified single reguiatary framework. At its heart, the bill
seeks to end the long-standing overlapping that has defined
Indian higher education.

A single umbrella regulator promises clarity - one set of
standards, one acereditation framework and one point of
accountability for higher education, excluding medical and law
disciplines. Among the bill's key highlights is the consolidation
of requlation, accreditation and quality assurance under one
commission. In theory, fewer bureavcratic sllos should translate
into faster approvals and reduce compliance burdens and
greater flexibility for institutions to offer interdisciplinary
programmes, It frames higher education reform as central to
Indla’s development - linking universities not just to degrees
bt to skills, innovation and nation-building. For students, the
new system promises quality benchmarks and makes and
deqgrees more comparable across institutions.

Yet, the bill also raises legitimata concerns, The concentration
of regulatory power in a single body risks replacing multiple
small bottlenecks with a large one. This would require a robust
regime of checks and balances. If it remains overly centralised
or ministry-driven, the reform could end up strengthening
bureaucratic control, Another important issue is funding. While
regulation is being unified, financial oversight remains with the
Department of Higher Education. Unless a separate Higher
Education Funding Authority Is created, it would render
governing reforms meaningless as academic priorities must be
backed by adequate and timely funding. Without transparent,
performance-linked funding mechanisms, institutional
autonomy may remain imited In practice.

Besides, technical nstitutions and teather education, specific
needs of institutions could be ignored. Ensuring domain
expertise within the new regulator will be crucial to prevent
standardisation from turning into oversimplification. If
implemented with transparency, it could unlock long-pending
reforms and align Indian universities with global best pradices
else it could remain yet anather palicy decision which could not
be realised.
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JITENDRA KARSAN

In today's Fast-paced workd,
where technoloay (s evalving
rapbdly and socdal valoes are
chamgirg, carky education must
evolve too. The eary vears lay
e groundwork for a child's
Futaere learming, emotiomal
resilience, and social
adaptabilicy. During thistime,
their rrvirs absorh knowledae
like sponges, and every
experienes leaves an iopring
on their development.
Therefore, it is of ubmaost
importance tohave tools and
e that are relevant
amcd fiexdible to numure thei
evilving interesss and curiosiog
This is where the conoept
of a Trving curriculum’ comes
Im; s aboul creating an
educational experience thar
evobves alongside the world
amund ws and can eater o
each childs unigue keami
neds " e

Why must carly educa-
tiin currcalum evolve?

Children woday are living n

a vasthy differert world from
ik T wa 200 g, Thety
can casily swipe smartphone
soreens evert before they lewm
el ot thesrremes.

an obd-Fashiomed cursolum,
i oo e i, rigl irmaedings,
orsirictprinciphes cannes keep
pacewith themohving kindscpe
el sy eclucation. Addidonalby,
lessom plans that proritiszonly
roermacrissathon o e acadkamic

Instead, early education
should prepare chikdren to
think an their own, leam o
kst 1o new drcumstances,
and cope with changes, This
imvolves moving away from
simply “what' they learn to
"o theey leam, Encouraging
childre to question. explore,
connect. and share thelr own
experences will help build
resifience, ermpedy o curiosing
essentlal for lifelom feaming.

The living curriculum:
Learning that grows with
the child

A Iving cusriculum goes
beyond the sei guidelines of

STATESMAN (P-14), 16 DECEMBER 2025

textbooks or rgid lesson plans.
What makes this a favourite
a0 educators is s Aexible
approach that helps children
unecerstand the world sround
them,

In this way, teachers and
students leam sogether as a
cormmEnity, through shined
experiences and interests,

]-'urtherm-:_ﬁe, a living

i’

ierricuhum utilizes the most
up-to-date ressarch in areas
of meuroscience and child
iy I rakes into soooung
the best practices with respect
ta how young minds and
buctiess besrn throtsgh inguiry
i plmdscovery and hands-on
experiences, and the social
world Furthermors, in this
tech-driven workd, it inchudes

technobogy wnd digital media
thenghtlully to enhance
experinies rthertian replace
personal relationships.

Balancing structure with
ereativity

Whille Mexihility helps to
nurture, children also need
srucium: o koop themgrounckal
The solution lles in creating

-.-I.

the perfect balance between
routine and free play,

When in school, teachers
are responsible for this balenoe.
Their experience tells them
when o focus on activities
and when to zllow children
the freedom 1o play
independently. A carefully
designed curdodum provides
guidance but changes In
Tesponse (o the energy and
Interest of each child.

Incorporating an eclectic
curriculum approach can
support this balance effectively:

Rﬂmlnl.ﬂ'm]rm
tion for the futore

Like an ever-changing canvas,
the curriculum should always
be ready fior new ideas and
experiences. The emphasis
:!!'H:ul’.lb:m

some more, they learn
problem-solving skills and
resilience.

Thus, a Tiving cwrriculumny
not only teaches children
ilso moulds them for o better
Fumure. When eary education
evobves with voung minds, it
E:l:mﬂnmllmimaam

s amnoverrenl. Toeguips young
WI with mew ideas and
the ability w imagine new
prossihilities within .

THE WERATER 15 CHAB AR =
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AsAI replaces
leamingis eroding

PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS,
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

HATGPT and Google

Gemini are rapidly

becoming the go-io

places for students.

That by itselfis not sur-

prising — after all, generations of
students have faund ways to avoid
rigour and skirt around academic
engagement. Champion Guides
(which condensed the whole course
into a pocket-sized paperback) were

followed by short YouTube videos,
Champion Guides at least had to
be read and crammied and this took
time. That changed with YouTube
modicum of engagement and atten-
tion. The attention span of students,
as they are used to 20-second Insta-
gram reels, was simply not ade-
guate to read even a page of text. A
10-minute video was all that they
could possibly tolerate. That too at
1.5 times the speed! Books were
simply out, In fact, the author of a
popular undergraduate textbook
told me that his royalties, which
i used to run into tens of
thousands of rupees anmually, were
now down to a few hundred. And

this includes e-bool sales.

ChatGPT and other LLM-based Al
toals are a quantum leap in this evo-
lution. Even the limited engagement

arymore, What 15 worse, one doesn't
evernn need o formulate a proper
cuery — a few keywords would solve
much deeper than ust cheating on
homework assignments or presenta-
tions, It is to do with the process of
Imorledge acquisition.

The first step in learning is to be
able to formulate your theughts
cogently in language. After all, as
philosophers like Wittgenstein tell
us, knowledge is about representing
facts, which need a language. Thisis
increasingly challenging for stu-
dents in English and, surprisingly,
even in their mother tongues. While
earlier they would write and then
make corrections using dictionanes
and thus learn incrementally, they
are not attempting this anymore.

Last month, almost all emails from
my students requesting me to write
recommendations were identical
Theywere professionally drafted and
in perfect English. [ was intrigued. I
noticed that the mails addressed me
as Dear Professor’. This was highly
unusual for my shudents since we, ag
Macaulay's children, would never
think of addressing our teachers as

Oral presentations and
in-class handwritten
CSSAYS Are Some ways to
use since writing by
hand improves
cognitive ability.

of a YouTube video is not required eSS

S — . B i N

anything other than Dear Sir or
Respected Sir', It was clear that the
emails were generated by AL The
same is true for writing computer
code in the class on computer pro-
gramming. The students are not even
atternpting to do this anymeore.
Proponents of Al tools in education
could argue that writing codes as well
as good prose is best outsourced to
maore time to think creatively. That
might be the case if the student had
already developed some basic skills
in language and mathematical and
underdeveloped for most of our stu-
dents and will become more so0 as
these tools are used in the earlier
stages of one's education. Develop-
engagement and effort on the part of
the leamer as well as the teacher
With the widespread use of these
tools, this is bound to become harder
Educationists are s to
deal with the detrimental effects
of Al tools in education. Oral pre-
sentations (instead of Power-
Ppint), in-class handwritten
essays and computer codes are
some of the ways being used since
research shows that writing by
hand improves cognitive ability.
We need to ask how the use of
these tools, whose capabilities
would only inerease in the future,
can be harnessed for making edu-
cation more meaningful and devel-
oping the students' creative and
cognitive abilities, Eize we might
have a generation of passive con-
sumers, not creators, it is
an uphill task in the face of relent-
less technological innovation, it is
something we have to attempt. We
owe it to the next generation.
- |
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We can'treverse Al use;we
can choose howto shapeit

NISHANT SAHDEV
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH
CAROLINA, US, & ADVISOR ON
Al POLICY AND TECHNOLOGY

RITFICIAL  intelli-

gence seeped in quietly

in eduration through
late-night study apps,

ine pewrites and

pabent explanations. What was once
novel is now routine, As one final-
year engineering student in Delhi
put it "Sometimes I'm not sure
where my thinking ends and the
ment captures a deeper shift: the

without assessment reform, coun-
tnes could see a decline in deep liter-
acy, reasoning skills and independ-
ent thinking. These wamnings apply
strongly to India, where millions of
students will interact with AI daily
Sowhat would meaningfuil change
look like? First, we need to redesign
assessments so that they capture
exams, in-class analytical tasks, mul-
ti-stage assignments with required
These practices worit eliminaie Al
replace thinking,
Eemﬂ,mmustteammutﬂjﬂw
— not coding, but understanding.

We need to redesign
college assessments SO
that they capture
reasoning, not
just results.

Third, . transparency  must
become a norm. Academic jour-
nals require authors to disclose

especially in low-resource contexts.

amounts of Al-generated content
were significantly more likely to
believe misinformation, even when
they thought of themselves as
harder to know what to trist.

And yet, this is not a pessimistic
story. Many students are using Al
in thoughtful and creative ways:
ing assumptions and pushing
themselves {0 explore ideas they
:rrq;ld;lututhmwisehawmma-

; can sharpen thinking
before us is to build the structures
that help students use it well,

students learn to use AT without los-
ing trust in theéir own minds.

-
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Since
Independence,
schoolteachers

have

obediently
served the
duties assigned
to them. They
form a literate,
reliable labour
force, the
government
can easily
access, They
have kept
democracy
functioning

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-12), 17 DECEMBER 2025

"Dear students, wait, your
“teacher is on election duty

F YOU are not familiar with the code
of conduct that governs the work life
of school teachers in India, yvou can't
make much sense of news items
about the pressure under which
teachers are fulfilling their extra-profes-
sional duty as “booth level officers™ (BLOs).
They are updating electoral rolls and pre-
paring the final lists of eligible voters. The
deadlines arestringent, the task is tough and
demandsaceuracy. It hasnothing todowith
teaching. The stress caused by this is com-
pounded by the risks involved in delay.
Someofthe teachers doing this work are re-
ported to have fallen sick and died,

Teachers and parents are often blamead
for the stress and anxdety among children,
but stress among teachers is seldom ac-
knowledged. It is a common belief that
teaching is aleisurely job, Equally common
is the perception that government school
teachersdon'twork as hard as their counter-
parts in private schools, That's why no one
questions the use of government school
teachers for election duty. Children who
study in government schools constitubea na-
tional blind spot. How do they cope with
theirteacher's absencawhen they are placed
on non-teaching duties?

Every election brings schoolteachers out
of school for substantial periods of time.
School heads have no choice when the order
comes to relieve some of thedr staff for elec-
tion duty, Itis not the only extra-professional
responsibility government school teachers
carmyout, Various kinds ofenumerative work
and supervisory dutiesshape the haphazard
lives of teachers.

Their counterparts in private schools are
free from this chutter. This dual approach has
persisted since colonial times, when village
teachers came in handy for all kinds of offi-
cialwork, including thesaleof postal station-
ery. Tothis day, the government stes nothing
wrong in using teachers for "office dury”,
They are perceived as sarkar karamcharss,
not as professionals. Although someone who
whants to become a teacher must possess
special qualifications and gothrough in-ser-

vicetraining, the perception ofteaching asa
soft profession has not changed. Why the

government does not use this perception to
rope in private school teachers for official

work is a valid question that is never asked.

Children whe attend private schools are
not supposed to suffer any loss of classes,
That fate is reservied for children who study
in government schools. Depriving them of
regular classes evokes no concern. A former
student who teaches in a primary school in
Dedhisaid bluntly: “Sir, noteaching is recog-
nised. Noteachingis possible. Noteaching s
expected.” For officers, teaching is not a pr-
ority; documeéntation, digital record-Keeping,
testing, rehearsing children for events and
functions, upleading and online commr-
cation are, When teachers are absent, the
principal has to “manage” without them. And
somust children, even if it is examination
time, Their loss is not considered a national
loss, thiugh that is exactly what it is. No of-
ficer seems to realise that when primary
school children face agapin theirleaming, it
can't be coverad up. It is also discriminatory
as their private school cohorts don't suffer.

Since Independence, schoolteachers
have obediently served the duties assigned
tothem. They form a literate, reliable labour
forcethe government can easily access. They
have kept democracy functioning. The cost
of this contribution has been paid by the
children. Overthe past few decades, teacher
shortages in various states have meant that
the cost paid by children has gone up.

When the Right to Education (RTE) Act
was being drafted, there was hope that it
would outlaw the assignment of non-teach-
ing work to teachers. However, it included
Section 27, which permitted the use of
teachers in election-related work. Later, a
court verdict permitted teachers' deploy-
ment forvarousdutiesin an election before
itis notified. The glimmer of hope that RTE
wallkd establish teaching as a serious profes-
sion faded with time.

Kumar s a former directar of NGERT

and the author of Thank You, Gandhi )

q.ﬁfl’r
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Higher education Bill

Evolve viable road map through consultations

FHE Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
Which seeks fo establish an overarching higher
education commission, has been sent toa joint

_ barlamentary committee. The panel will hold

o discussions on the legislation and submit its

report in February. The Bill proposes separate councils for

regulation, accreditation and academic standards in a bid
to doaway with the “multiplicity of regulators having non-
harmonised regulatory approval protocols”, As of now, the

University Grants Commission (UGC) regulates non-tech-

nical higher education institutions, while the All India

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and the National

Cnun:ﬂlfmeache:EdumﬁmﬂﬁCIE}arewemeeingﬂieir

respective domains. The Acts under which these three

agencies were set up are proposed to be repealed, The gov-
ernment aims to overhaul the regulatory system in order to

“re-energise” the higher education sector. However, will the

replacement of the UGC, AICTE and NCTE —which have

functioned for decades —with new councils serve the pur-
pose? These councils will come under an umbrella institu-
tion, the higher education commission: thus, it would be
challenging for them to work as autonomous bodies.
Underfunding has plagued higher education institu-
tions in India. However, the Bill gives no funding powers
to the new commission. It makes the Ministry of Educa-
tion responsible for disbursing grants. Some education-
ists fear that this provision will make the process of grant
allocation more bureaucratic and politically motivated.
Global experience shows that world-class universi-
ties thrive on academic freedom, sustained public fund-
ing and institutional self-governance — not merely reg-
ulatory efficiency. Well-thought-out reforms are the way
forward for India in higher education. Various stake-
holders must be involved in detailed deliberations on ;
the new Bill so that a viable roadmap can be evolved. dr\ b



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 17 DECEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


DAINIK JAGRAN (P-6), 17 DECEMBER 2025

SRErgEy @ foan & W ted

AEEE W A TR TEEwli
e ife o fas-mE
i fm T HYIRE e TEE g
7 &1 7w Tg d9fE s oAEd @

SFHE

Hiverm e, deE atgs SHEEH

oS #) g0y = us AEeE
Ty 9 # R e e g =
Fredl o T WS e

w7 |4 w1 T & e suw i it
A ot gan i e 3 il w5
TE W, sy 9 gEE w9
feu o W 39 A 9w = A
& FR AER HRA-TE faeeE TF
A1 gHe- ATR €| gER 2 Wy
A & Havl % HE WAAnE e #
ted o AW % WA ST @ SR
afte W A 21
AR e i 3 99 A
1 Tt &, F wEE T, S
T aftr aferar fgEs AR W
Pre o feer o #1 wEM TR R,
wiEF e 8N e TR § 31
ATHE ) I TS Ay
% W wEgA e TR @1 e & 17
HEREAO-TOETY Tier R faedw, WO
i =it & dameEl | oA, "8 95
W TR i wi-ue w0 ooe g
o o JEL 3 O e we T, |
ifere e o Ty H WA F 1 - T,
we-faer, frret 99 Sewee R
H#n o weE = £ & ool e
s 1 FafRl F fAeg fame wee
o) 56 F0 H HEes B wmie g e
W T AR E, SR et
o W s e @ B 8@
= FE w0 13es F el o o
Hm TrEER, T W gensi g
e Tl A O = A
"TAE-U-T e W E ST
i B e e o k)
B a1 I &1 a8 SRR S
q wem | fwar 8 9 oM F5 AE
3| GE Hae T FEA 6 (R Sher A
o #m iEwr A Em A A T
aiaTTE O B A HnniEs Tl
fm T 39 wEEE T A AR, g
TH IO drEiEEs A F ufhien s
| S EeE d )
s S\6  responsediagran.com
— - &


Admin
Typewritten Text
DAINIK JAGRAN (P-6), 17 DECEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


&

' The changing patt

s’ lagesnt warve of student migrafon manks

2 decisive shift thar ks o leeger confired b

B univerdl hes ar programmes that are
Tally funededd, Today's migraton 15 charmcserised
by el fmamced education whene miidie-claes
bousebwalds invest beavily in the promise of a
ﬂ]l?b&]dfmmd.u.pndm:hl . I
Minisiry of External Afalrs dats, more than 3.2
lakh Endian snudents wire snmoled in over 7
nimiries by 2003, which rose to 11,35 kaldh in
2024, amd projected to reach BUE Lakh ln 20325,

Incim is ane of the wop seeders of intermational
simdenrs, with the Unived States and Carada as
1k v slestinations (0%, followed by the
Uindted] Kinpd o, Australis and Germasy. This
Tﬁumdnuhﬁmrusmlﬂhmemm

the Parllsmentary Comemiles on the Welfare of
Tndian Diaspora (2022 which engages with
srudents as ane of india’s major diaspora
categories.

The trae péciure
While all this is seen by some a5 a
demnocratisation of forelgn educatan, with doars
cpening oo srnde nes Sroen diflient
sohr-eosnomic clizes, ke reality is more
[} . Many of these studemts are channeled
into cier insgnstons and vocaronal
calleges, Bl courses often mnretaned o (heis
expertise and withaur mach jol prospects, due mo
recnigrment agencies that operate in a grey legal
between mecnammen!

The oupeoms 5 widespread deskilling gd
enl, withk many graduaies wmble

1 transiton into skilled work. In the UK., what
were orke palytechnics have become universides
jpast 1993 that cater primagily I3 intHmaliseal
AR, SO dEnEs Entry reguiremerts
mﬂwmﬂ}' 1]
acadernic stasdlants. Beports suggeat thal

b Chaipenon |
Farala Srang Food

e Sesninr Seqean b,
Prdco Ratabich |
Irmiftsie Dalo (FRIC)

The rapid
eXpAnsicn ol
Tredian simckend
mEgTAEOn poants
i
ConEradicTions
between
#Epiration and
CHMooEnE, and
Qppariunily |
and expdalcatian

erns
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Eppreoadrmabely only oee in four Indan
postgraduaes in the UK secures a sponscned
skilled visa.

Erudenm migration from India represenits a
mickdle-class aqpiranon with significans risks.
Herala, detanind by Gull Takaous
mdgmasinm, ilksabes b tansfarmation as the
Eerala Migration Sarvey (KMS5) 2023 reporns thiat
student mi dinugbdedd In five viears, Bom 1,20
lakh im 2008 s 2.5 Takh in 3003, which §s 11.3% of
oithl emigrants, Gutwind student remitamoe:
Eroen Feral ane esiSmabed 25 43,378 ooee,
equbvalent b sbom J0% of 1ol mesind
remitmances fom [ahour migrans

Teverse remittancy
Bt srndenl g migrate through seli-Anamdeg or
educstion koans, often {asmiky
property, with the Bope of bener
employment and higher wages that
would repay debis and enalilie
igher Iving sandands, Boweeer, &
Far preursy, this poarmey ends in debi, -
underemplament or forced renem, ] T et
a phanomenon that Boonomiss .-.-I.I._.
describe a5 reverse remitanoes,
where ldian hoossholde subsidise foreign
ecnnimie.,

Foreign #udents coatribule sigrificemly o
haost sconomies. In Caneda, infermations
students comrbuned s §30.9 billian o Ghp
0 002, supporting over 360,000 jobs, In 2033,
Canacda hosted oweer 4207 000 Indian snsdenes,
whiich i roughly 45% of Enemaccsal enaolenenis,
In the LLE., roughly £ 000000 Indlan sadents, in
024, spent an esisfabed 17 hilios-SR billion
anmaaily on muition, housing amd Bring costs,
B EININE eeersnes and bocal sconomies.

Acroas destmations, students showlder
substantial francial burdens, snmietimes go the
e of Gddk lakh-T50 Likh, re fmsnos sudies
abroad. Rising rents, ressricted working hours,
and vies cage inarerbace financal and mepga
straine. nable to fnd skilled work, many s up

of India’s student migration

| lowewnge unsidlled jobs, often juggling multipes
- e jobs, somscimes undocumented, o
weurk lonper hours, and Breing exploitation.
Restriotve visa rules, imiced post-srudhy
empkoymen aprions and 6 ek of placement
suppart from boweramked oseged excerbaie g
dowmward mobility. Far msanoe, anol 2024, the
LLK. mlkoerpgd snsdinrs oo COVETT anadant vias
into came visss, offering a survival route in a tght
job market, but this patbwy has since become

e 00 Dew e rieians

Tha bocal context
Thiz caxllow of srudenits s i be undersiood

| within the domisthc conest that is driving It 15 1

the pancwived leck of qualiny = deenestie

| inaliuticers or an inabllicy i A well-padd

dnmestc employment? With forelgn undversites

| eaiablishimg cffshare cim e

Diuibai, & v, inid other
duﬂmﬁnhllfi‘w NE Weserm
degreis af krarer coas, It s selling
thar indian stodenss rumely dhoose
s, The resann i more

i o8 smecturad. Por maay, soodying in

UECD couniries {s nor only shour

| #ucation but abmit permanent residency, sacial
| mebility and an ¢ecape fram & thind wodd

iddemtity.

| Dol this wave of student migration has

alse cresged 3 new frm af cheag bboar dor
QECD councries, akin i Gull kiboyr migraginn
xcept thae it i now acconipanied by reverss
dmt:l:!u. ancas ofven Emanced through sevings and

This rapid expansion of Indian studens
migraion exprbis deep SyEemic oom i dictians
between ssgiriion and eicame, and berween
nﬁﬂmﬂw and explaitaion, resilting in &

B mﬂu:mbed.uﬁiquuhﬂm
wiste, It calls or stronger neguladon of adocarion
AgFemts, Prrtﬁd;m counseling, argl hilasesal
TSNS [nsn 3
ﬁmﬂ- “H- na]-:.:m.uual_ﬂ:i
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wer: The New

Gold in Age of Al

theough the ages, the insiru-

mwonis of power have been differ

enil. Civilisatinns firs mesured
peses in and and graim, then o geld,
MEmwm:lmrﬂﬁmrwm_

, perhaps even now! Empires mse
andd ko thie ability to hoassd it mint
it and defend #. As trade expanded and
inpdhus irkadsaion took keld, oll replacs:)
ok ma thre wuckds most ic cur-
rency. Whoever controlled ol fields,
shipping lanes, and refineries conisnled
E:#ﬁ.ml'hm:rdd.iphmlq: In the

bwenlieth century, aneder cunrescy
m@“mﬂu that aatered dels flrvwie
nerwarks, and platforms galned .
ederisned Bl erice over uﬂmslww,,_
tiver, and behavicur.

Taoeday, a5 arcfcial inceligerce (AR}
rechapes ecnnooles asd socinas, 5
nevs aned far mere demmial cumency
la sumeriing lsell. Power, quuine liverally
d-r:!l:lﬂfj'.lﬂﬂl’.'hmln hred in
susiain ooling Fpuems n data centig
are bernmming the decisive arbiters of
phobal advasiagy,

‘What mid ol up do gon paslize I
that AL is mat jeal snfowars; Illm:s g
mealele, runring Elflmﬂmath‘.
and supporting alwrs-on dightal -

1152 PRYUITES cnOmmous CoEgula-
thenal capachey. That capacity, in turs,
“’".,.mr’*"‘”.“'“ﬂm ancunls of glec.

o be: vt ceriire
can draw s TiO%ar 22 3 medium-
szed city. Accordisg b industry eli-
Misbed, plobal dens cemire decricity
coneamption coukd doble by e e
o' thin decade, |'-|IJI|:||II|.|]:.' accaunting
for ower - 30 percent of vaiad eleciricity

d in some sdvanced sconamies.
Ln ¥ads workd, access o cheap, reliable,
ard mealifele poveer 18 nofonger ke
.""-ilhf: Bl pnilegh wisspen.

The geopalitizal implicaties are
lneady visible. The Uslind Suates bas
whesad b the Al mze noi osly

becarse of lis resarch capalsillitier and
dominanice bt becans
of jlg ahiliy 1o o2 bruritad sieas-

siac dala centye Ly pelntarety
Sabie ricdi and whundant s
el States like Virginia and Tems have
become global da centre huzs, nfier-
Ing tax incentsees, land, and ey
sooeis Msevibde, Chin has laken a
distissothy siate-dehven approac algn-
o Al exgeemion with Keg: b poswer
Flann
Earitres

anr.ﬂnu‘pdanw-::l
lagilotes that wse natarsl waler r

MI%:H.I“IUI-‘I”} sedusing energy
isls. Thess innowlions we HrIlepe
Mo in s gropolitical laag game [+
has asly just bepen!
Ihtrhdi: : R.:Etlmmﬂpu.su'
nl recog
is the perwy IbF “The Moedic coun-
ey h}:u-uiﬂﬂumn;mﬂ
S —haw s wes T
stnrwctive destinatioes for dats el
by oifering abundan! renewable ey
voal climates thet redurs cooling seads,
and palltiza) siskilicy: Joclind, s par-
s much of s dats slpairuc
fure on geothermal and kydredetsic
PRI, Dirning navoral geo L
E:fdmad pelevance. in the Mid
od-rich, nailons are atl .
B ahab paat corerLg ot o
wedlth inhy A1 infrastrosor, with pos

sive invesmenis in splar powes, noclear
TR Y, anel next-generation grids g
suppar data soversignty ead bickme:
logical & dmee

el eleciriciby abome is e ermigh
Warer is equally fandamentad in the Al
dominance game. Da cenires nquing
vag| dpaintities of waber [or coaling,
ellen competing with agriodniee and
Bumean esnsuinpiion. As dimate charge
kensifer waler SR SCross FEgions,
this competitien will become sharper,
Coustries thal can secure sustainahles
waler souncas—ihraugh rivers, desak-
mlion, recycling. or advared coaling
techialgies—will gaim o decishee
This is wity innovations such as i
imimierska coodlng, usdersiler dala
I:t’l'l].l'ﬂ,l:lﬂlﬂudh? WalEr FpElemE
aps alrscting inbrise el In Ge AL
#ra, the shiliy io cool 2 server
may md.;fm s miech as hﬁmﬂr
liance of the algorithm running on i

A Iniereiling conseqasnee of his
IransEitran ik the returs ol aore
neering deciplings o prominence.
Fee prean, elesivical, power electron-
izs, mechanical, and thennal engineers
vrera puaheed bo the marging as sofware
inuk cenize #age. Today, they are Indb-
pensable again, Al maslrusium ge-

INDIA HAS TALENT,

DATA SCALE, AND A
RAPIDLY GROWING
DIGITAL ECONOMY, BUT
POWER AVAILABILITY,
GRID RELIABILITY,

AMD WATER S5TRESS
COULD CONSTRAIN ITS

Al AMBITIONS IF NOT
ADDRESSED PROACTIVELY

i aldrvise 00 ex sabiity, afficend
enneerdion and heal management—
meeis whirs [Dundaficnal mpaosing
e reafferd misl
Far :Uﬂllrﬁmbﬂ; Uhin e ,
d.:,'l'.'u:lTﬂW‘MH mrha an
o opparnity. India has isbend, dats

sl .uda-:ridlrgmﬂmd.lpm
il abiliny sz waier stress iEi-
aleain i AL ambdtions f not sddressed
peoactively. Al the s tme, Indids
crpandag I energy sapas iy,
wl!m;&“&m
sralegic or e palen-
tlal 1 I:-.:nmnrmhl.l AL Infrsmcron
tush—i palies nirg. and execelion
.:]:Irl.'ﬂ';m rm ey ir <l
thonii Lhat sedig 2 NEW CUMPErCE
i andl h"”'"m""‘.aa m::m.d i
e the rubs al the game,
"ﬂwmn the &l revolution o
Bringirg us full chrde—kack 1= the fun:
Aempnialy of ENergy, nmotiroes, el
Miﬁllp.ﬁrﬂﬂlimm:pmlh
iimate carrency. The fahure map 2ol
1y e by v U SETRATT
o, prske, brat 10 thinss wabescan keep the
arpemines thal weile it abee ;
'ﬂy.ﬂ.ﬁhr.illfﬂﬁmljnﬂﬂ'ﬂ'g’.‘h-
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Stressed teachers, anxious children:
A school system under growing strain

simply did nor encawner.

HIMADRI
SEKHAR DE

Walk inta any school today and beneath the famd-
iar bus, vou will sense something deeper — a
collective emational fatigue. It lsn'tonly stedents
wilicappear ovenwhelmed. Parends, teachers, anx
eV SCNo0l systenms are carmying levels af siress
rhatwere unheard of a generation age, Wharwe
are witnessing is not seattered anxiaty; i is an
ecosyslem wnder sigin, and children are absort-
iy the heaviest weight,

Teachers: Overwarked and
Emotionally Exhausted

Feaching has always besn demanding, bur
oday’s teachers Boe pressures far beyond aca-
demic responsibliitles, Compliance require-
ments, documentation loads, online updates,
superviseny fEsks, and activiny coordination
have expanded their roles dramadcally. Most
teachers were mained in pedagogy, nor Buneay
cratic administration. This mismarch leaves
them ansious, faigued, and often disillu-
Shoned.

fer behind rheir professional rades Fe private
burdens —financialworries, familly sswes, care-
BEiving respansibilities, and parsonal gmation-
al strupgies, When a reache
walks inea 8 classroom depler-
ed, the enviranmeni inevitably
altorbs thar enargy. As one
eacher recently put it, "We are
expecied o Sray calm 1Gr gur sfudents suen
when we don't kave a moment to breathe our-
selves,”

Astressed (eacher cannot Consigtently mdodel
saranily or resliance for young minds. Thelr
nenvous sysiem becomes the emotional climaie
of the classrooim.

Parents: Pressured, Guilty, and
Overwhelmed

I teachiers ara strerched ar school, parents ae
stredched af home: Rising living cosis, job insia-
Diliry, hiealth conceras, the demands of nuclear
famlfies, and constant comparison through
social media have placed parends under unre-
lenting pressure, Even well-intentloned parents
often operare with guilt and anxiety they
cannof lully name.

Children absort this long befare they under-
vtand ir. A home Hnged with emotional serain
Quielly becomes an extension of the sfress a

The Eimurr
B&5 |

child experiences il scheol,

The guestion then becomes unaenidabili:
wihen hoth teachers and parents are struggling,
wiha is holding the chilg?

Children: Navigating a High-Pressure
Warld

Today's studednts live in an environment eadi-
cally different from anyrhing previous gener-
atons experienced. Academic expectations are
higher, Social compardsons are consfant, Online
PRErsONas credte pressure (o appear perfect.
Dpporiunilies se vast, but 5o are the fears of
failing. 1agging behind, or being judged.

This emetional landscape is intensified by
tigital pxposure. Several intermatonal reviews
ower the past decade show that higher smar
phone and social media we among adolescents
comelates wirth elevisted risks of depres-
slon, anseety, and suicidal thinking —
especially when vse becomes compaul-
LYLY

Yet digilal Eooos are only one serana
in a larger web of stress, emotional gverioad,
and unmet developmental needs,

Increasingly frequent feparts of student
self-harm and suicide are magic reflections of
an edonment thaf averwhelms childien
with pressures thay are developmentally i-
equipped o manage, No counselling session
can affser a home or schoal sndronment sai-
uratad with ansley.

The Flawed Argument: “We Also

Faced Stress”
Adults often respond 0o young pecpie’s strg-
gles by saying "W also had stress growlng up.”
But the comparisen is fupdamentally flawed,
The 1280 and 19905 had no Smanphones, no
redl-tinye comparison, no algorthmic pressure,
na hyped-compelilisn, no constant academic
evaluateon, and vastly less information overdoacd
Children teday face psychological inputs at an
inrensity and speed thao ofder genamtions

The workd has changed. Stress has multiplied.

The ecosystem arcund & child (5 now Immes-

surably neavier.

Why Fixing the Child Alone Never
Works

Children do not exis in igelation. THeir meanea

health i3 shaped by the emotional stability of
the aduits around them. When [eachers ane
averburdensd and parents ouerwhelmed, chil

clren inhabit a weorkd that mirrors this instabli-
iy, This is wihy ane-off workshops, short coun

FEIIing dessions, or rolaed inrerventions ciien
all

Renl, lasting change reguines sirengrhaning

the ecosysiem — rhe adults, the sysiems, the
expectations = not just the chila

The Way Forward: Healing the Whole
Ecosystem

A healchier educational envirenment demands
balarced reform across thees fronts:

In Schoaols:

Compliance st not overshadow pedagoey,
Teachers need reasonabie expectations, emo-
tanal suppor, and traintng In managing the

peychological complexities of modern class-
TOOImE.

At Home:

Farents nead guidance to reduce amoticnzl
spillover, MAnage SIess; #nd Commuricate in

developmentally heakthy ways. & caim home
hecomes a psychological buffer tor children.

For Children:

Weil-being must be experienced, not only

faught. Consistenty berween whar adylrs
teach and how they hehave I crusial,

As one counsellor said, *You cannor plani

seeds ol well-being in soll that is constangly
rembling.”

A Possible Future

The crisis is real, but it is reversibie, When we
recagnise that children's mental health refleces
rhe ermatlanal Fealcth of the adules araund mem
tht path ahead becomes clearer, If we numure
reachers, support parents, and build batanced
schodl systems, children will nacuraliv Experi-
EICE greates securiy, confidence, and joy.

A mantaily healthy child & nocereaced in 5o

latkon — they are snaped by the eCosysiem they

Erow im, Heal the ecosystem, and yoir heal the

o

child,

is| A
Thya writes k5 @ positie pyehalngs )
spesinist worklng In caild devenp. B neeinpacening
MENL, mEn bl A s
and et nce-Budiding o smdents, ‘ Sxtaliplaret
lEachirs ard amile ﬂTl'lu Fianeai

o
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Higher education: A bold
blueprint for Viksit Bharat

MANO]
TIWARI

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025
marks a significant milestone in India's higher
education reform journey. Roored in the con-
stitutional mandare under Entry 66 of the
Union List and aligned with the vision of the
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, the Bill
lays a strong foundation for coordinated, trans-
parent, and globally benchmarked regulation
of higher educacion. The proposed framework
is both timely and progressive, with the
porential to subsrantially strengthen acade-
miic excellence, institutional autono-

Importantly, the Bill explicitly safeguards the
existing autonomy of Institutions of Naricnal
Importance, while simultaneousty strengthen-
ing the overall regulatory environment for uni-
versities and other higher educarional insti-
tutions. The proposed Standards Council,
Regulatory Councll, and Accreditation Council-
operating independently within their respec-
tlve domains-create a robust checks-and-bal-
ances mechanism that upholds academic
standards while encouraging institutional
differentiation and innovation.

From a strategic standpoint, cthe viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill also comple-
ments the vision of institutions of higher learn-
ing ta foster interdisciplinary education,
research-driven reaching, and industry-rele-
vant skill development.

The Bill's focus on global best practices, Aex-
ible academic structures, and continuous
reskilling directly supporis efforts across the
higher educartion secror o prepare future-
ready graduates capable of addressing
complex economic, technologi-

my, and national capacioy-building
across the higher education ecosys-
Len.

India‘s higher educarion landscape
has witnessed unprecedented growth aver the
past decades, with more than a thousand uni-
versities and tens of thousands of higher edu-
cational institutions serving aver four crorg
students. While this expansion has enhancad
access, it has also resulted In regulatory frag-
mentation and overlapping compliance
requirements due o the existence of mulriple
statutory bodies.

The proposed Viksis Bharat Shiksha
adhishthan {VBSA), a5 an apex umbrella insti-
rutian, seeks ro streamline chis landscape by
consalidaring standard-sening, accreditation,
and regulation under a unified, technology-
driven framewaork, For institutions of higher
leaming, this rarlonalisation is a welcome step
towards reducing procedural redundancies
and enabling greater focus on [eaching,
research, and Innavation.

The Bill's emphasis on & "Hght but dght” reg-
ulatory architecture, as envisioned by NEF
2020, resonates scrongly with the broader
higher education Sector's commiumnent o
academic integrity, transparency, and innowva-
rion. By shifting the regulatory focus from pre-
seriptive control to putcomes-based oversight,
gupported by public self-disclosure, the pro-
posed framework promotes trust-based gov.
ernance while ensuring accountabillty, The
move towards faceless, technology-enabled
single-window systems is particularly signif-
icant, as it promises efficiency, oblectlvity, and
reduced administrative burden for well-per-
forming instifutions.

ﬂbt ginm‘tr

cal, and socletal challenges.
Enhanced transparency, student
feedback-driven evaluation, and
a strong grievance redressal
mechanism furcher canrribute o building &
learner-centric ecosysem.

Equally significant is the Bill’s emphasis on
youth empowerment and Atmanirbharta in
higher education. By enabling Insticutlans o
innovate responsibly and align academic
piferings with national development priorities,
the proposed framework screngthens the
talent pipeling essential for India's econom-
ic and soclal cransformation. The Bill provides
an enabling environment for instloutions of
higher [earning to deepen their contributions
to nation-building and the broader vision of
Viksic Bharar

In conclusion, the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025 represents a forward-
looking reform that balances autonomy with
accountability, innovation with integrity, and
growth with quality. The higher education
communiny views this legislation as a construc-
rive step towards creating a coherent, glob-
ally competitive, and future-ready higher
education system. Institutlons of higher learn-
ing remain commitred te working within
this evolving framewark to uphold excellence,
nurture talent, and concribute meaningfully
to Indiz's journey towards 8 developed and

gelf-reliant nation p,;,: &,
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The teacher'sred pen should
open minds, not shut doors

ROOPALL
SINHA

Today, with
academia on
the cusp ol
change, it is
this tradition
that we musl
carry forward
— one that
creates an
equal and
respectiul
relationship
between the
learncr and the
teacher, thal
CraCCRLrs 1P
questions and
engagenent

e —

MOMG THE many things that distinguish a teacher,

oneisthe red pen, Teachers wield it as a form of

anthority; somethnes, as an expression of affection,

too, We have all experienced it in our school life, Liv-

ingunder s sway, where asingle tick or cross could
make or unmake our day. Teachers, on their parn, becomeso ac:
customed to this red pen that they are prone to approving or re-
jecting things even in their dreams. Language teachers like us
tend te comect spellings and grammar anywhere and everywhere
—whetherin notebooks, writings on walls, oron billboards. They
kmow the iwvisible power this pen carries. Perhaps, at the begin-
ning of their careers, there is a tinge of nervousness while using
it, bur with experience, it becomes second nature,

Typically, this red pen does not invite dialogue or dissent. It
delivers a final verdict, drawing a sharp line betwaen right and
wrong. In thisrole, teachers almost tum into “soldiersof the pen”
{patam ke sipahi™, with apologies iothe great Hindl writer Prem-
chand}. The authority of the red pen is deeply seductive, and
miany aspire to it Gradually, the red pen in a teacher's hand ex-
pands into an invisible red pen in society's hand. Those with
poweror resounces begin touse it, sometimes openly, sometimes
siléntly, marking their approval or disapproval of people, ideas,
and actions, Tts ink never runsdry, and it gets handed down from
one generation tothe next.

Sir Francis Bacon's famous assertion that "knowledge is
power”, later examined more rigorously by the French philos-
opher Michel Foucault, continues o hold true. Knowledge has
been treated as asource of power. Large sections of society were
denied accessto i, deliberately or otherwise, creating rigid hier-
archies. This uneven distibution ensured that knowledge did
not merely enlighten but also governed, But alongside this, there
hias also always existed a smaller but sironger radidon of teachers
who sought to replace power with vialues such as equality, curi-
osity, scientific thinking, social awareness, freedom, dignity, and
confidence, They consciously chose to see themselvies as facili-
tators rather than teachers in the conventional sense.

Toctay, with acaclernia on the cuspofchange, it isthis tradition
that we must carmy forward — one that creates an equal and re-
spectful relationship berween the learmer and the teacher, that
encolrages guestions and engagement. This approach does not
diminish respect for teachers; in fact, itdeepensit, Afterall, which
Leachers do we rermember with love and grackoode?

Teachers” role has alwoys been important and will rematn so.
L fact, today it ls more critical than ever. When entire generations
are being tridned to walk with their eyes closed, to not disrupt,
teachers st ke the responsibiling L:lf'lw-]p'mgl_hem;m the light

The teacher's ved penshould ot skt doors or gatekeep, Instead,

i1 should guide students o open thelr minds — o new possibil
inies, vew wiays of discovering themselves and the world.

It wntier i a Delhi-based teacher
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Al start-ups need copyright backing

et Thist every Al mnode] trdned o oopre-
gt A ] W i Py A Bl aledecided
by B gorermimers -appoinsed comamines, The
bty respomsibde o codlecting and disburs-
img these fees wneld be a corsomdem of ool -
becthve managerment orgamisations {EOs],
the Copyright Royalties Collective for Al
Training:. Thissonscnre 15 markened asawin
Forall: AT develoness gain lgnl comaininy and
“HUCOIEALIC Access 0 nmining s, and.cre-
arors @il pasranTeed ncome. Yet thess
claime collapss under souting.

Firsa, the solution cenlralises power in
R, Theisa inspmufions were desimned 1o
miake liverging ¢fMcient and & a vehick o
slrenjain cressors hamaindng povwer. How-
vy, i e past, Incian O Os have midoried
125 R ol el bo Lange surrs o nuoney with-
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How Indian school education is quietly collapsing

SAKSHI
SETHI

ZHD OPINION
THE PIONEER

T rony ever needed a permansnt address, it vwoubd find
one niat in & grand bavlevard or a govermment bunga-
loww, bt inan Indian school <eall sooas, 1T weld sic
Benween a fraying anerdance rE,gi:ter aind a bEametric
machine that failsto recognise the ingerpeints that keep
the system adhe. In a counony thal worships Hﬂ'ﬂmdﬁf
ardd callg reachsers nation-builders, the ndian school-
teacher has been quiety retmeented as thie word's most
expEnsive clerk,

Why burdern a trained educstor with the incanvenisnoe
al teaching when they can be *productiely” deployed
filling loenmes, Feeding pomals, Chasing signsiunes, upload-
ing data, supenvising mid-day meals, managing elections
and candumiing suneys? As the ald ProveTh reminos us,

om0 R R R

when thie axe fargets, the tres remembers-2nd Indian
reachiers remember everything.

There wias a tme whon & tess her's professicna] malkic
conslsied of chalk, Books amd an enquiting mend
Today, it resembles chat of & juwnlos buresucral: speread-
Sheers, dashboards, compitance fonmats,

that theirs 5 a “niobie profession”, a phrase deployed
whenever salarses dagnare amnd workloads saell
Mabiling here functans less as homowe and mone a5 anaes-
Chesia, Bur nobillicy does not pay EMES, cung marnout or
conjurne easan plans after hours of drodgery.
Fredictably, when students falber, acoounr

OTP: and passwaords that expire with
urgency. Teachers are expected o muln-
rask with the sfMicsancy of Cofparace axec-

being compeniated and respected e
replaceabile scestories. This is not negligence it s design,
We on brusst deachers with mu.plng'ﬁ.rl'um CIEZE NS, et deny
Chedn fhie time, autcnpeny ard @gniny reguired o
ergage meaningluly with stadenrs

Unsurprisicgly, the dassreom bas suffered a guiet
demation. Onee a space of dinlogoe and discovery, It is
e an Inmerrugtian ina day of administrative survival
Teachers spend mare time valicateng data than rurtoe-
Ing ideas, more lme fermaliEng reporrs chan I'I:lrl'l"ling
walues, Fram cendgus duly 0 elécloin deployment,
teachers have become the stale’s inbrament. When yau
piayy A prafesssanal salany for cevical obedience, you have
fion reformed educatian: you hase bullc an overgusified
faling catyinet. )

Wikat turfis his fasce inko brasgedy is the sermson thas
ACCampanies L. Teachors ane repeatediy rembnded

R iR R T AR R E IR ER e

The Pioneer

wilives and i decilivg of chericad st while BEEN. L= SS F:-F |

abdElny rraveds in ane direcrion, Warkshops
prodilerate and inspections int=nsify, whis
the structural reality remalns unbouc hed, ¥ou
carmab cxpect pedagogical miracles from
profesalonals fragmented across cienical
obiligarions

And 51k, teachers endure, They infcvate in overcrovd-
#d claisroams, mentor bewond officdal houes and shoul-
der emotianal I3bowr no postal can upload, They persisc
mod Decaise the system s kKind, but because conscience
refuses Birrender.

The salution is simple. Clerical work must be done by
clerks. Technalogy must reduce woarkload, nar muliply
it Folicymakers must step into classrooms befone
dralting reforms. Most of all, teschers must be tristed
ci esch. Far ifediscation is cruly the nagion's Backbare,
ity beachers Cannot remakn it explodted administrative
resaurce, 'When the lamp i forced to count shadows

ThE wiihes b an sigcator

JLLTHT LTIV N b i
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Editor’s
: TAKE
Are Bﬂa;rq reforms
really reducing stress?

We must realise that the burden on nhlldfan comes
not just from the frequency of examinations, but
from the way their worth s measured by their scores

T

Examinations have always been stressful. Most students
undergo this annual exerdse to prove thelr mettle. Over the
years, this stress has only increased as peer prassure, parental
sxpectations, and the cost of studies have increased manifold.
Add to this the competltive job market, whese everyone has to
excel to carve a niche far himself or herself. Keeping this in
mind, the Central Board of Secondary Education {CBSE) has
come out with a plan that [s designed to take same pressure off
students. As CBSE preparas to roll out its twe-cycde Class X board
examination system from 2026, it is being seen as a welcome
step, yet come challenges and concemns have also emerged.

The new systemn of examination-writlen exams fwice a year,
soope for impravement, fewer life-defining moments
compressed into a single test window-sounds progressive. On
thi ground, hawaver, where mental heakth halplines are
already overflowing during exam season, the big question
Iveing asked is whether it will mitigate pressure or fust
distribute it over a period of time The new system mandates
Two writhen examination opcles, with the first exam compulsony,
Students may opt to reappear in up 1o three subjects in the
sewond cycle for Improvement. Practical and internal
assessments, crucially, will be conducied only once acrass the
acadernic year, A poor performance In pracicals an result in
failure, regardless of high scores in theary. Subjects with a
higher practical weightage will ot even offer a second writhen
exam. This is where the reform begins to look rather shalky.
While CBSE's Intent s to reduce the "one-shot” snxiety of boand
exarms, the one-time practicsl assessment reinstates that very
pressure through the back doorinstead of dispersing stress, it
transfers itinto labs, viva woce, and internal evaduations that are
often opague and uneven across schools. For students in under-
resourced institutions, or these batifing anxiety, diness, a single
bad practical day can undo an entire year's effort. Schools are
already condudting pre-boards, mvisions, and intensive practical
drills, Add 1o this the fact that missing several subjects In the
first cydle disqualifies a student from the second- flexibility
aiists, but in a limited way. Meanwhile, India's adolescent
memtal health crisls Is grawing. Counselling helplines report
spikes during board months; cases of bumnout, panic attacks,
and clinical anxiety are now common at everyounger ages.

In such a cimate, exam reforms cannat operate in iselation
from mental health infrastructure. Steuctural change without
emotional support becomes cosmtic. Sa, what can mitigate the

pressure? First, hoards must match exam reforms with rahiisl,
vislbba mental heaith suppen-trained counsollers in schoals,
clear referral patherays, and do-stigmatised access to help.

Secondly, practical assessments need greater standardisation
andl transparency 1o ensure falrness across reglons and sehoals,
Sludents must also understand that the wo-cycle system is pe
for awoldance of exams, There is a need to change mindsety a5
well. Parents do mose harm than good when they pressure their
children to perfarm well. Reforms can change £Xam patterns,
but they cannot, by themselves, unburden childhoad, @&

v
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Beyond

Will reducing the hegemonyof
English-mediumschooling
marginalise Indiaglobally?
Suchafearigrores the
experienceof many
high-performingeducation
spstems. Schoolinginthelrown
languageshas

Japarn, South Koreg, Germuarny
and France from building
advarnced econormies, Even jf
someqgftheiruniversities have
English-medinm programmes,
theysupplement, not replace,
national-languageinstruction.
Theirand manyother cotntries’

experiences suggest that better
engineers, scientisis, or
mamnagersare moddue to making
Englishcheclassroom language

ecently, there has been a public
dehate arpand the “Macaulsy
mincs=t”, English sgain hasfound
central place inIndizkeducation
discourse. Spme argue that ceiticising
Mimesuadanys mandsed is notiing bl
anadversarial siance owastds English weelf
(hers helleve thar indlans ans increasingly
using English to commmunicate with ane
another newadays. They suppoect Indka not
shifting awemy frem English-medium schooling
i prevent Indin From Balatieg iself from
mademicy incla's Mational Educathon Pabcy
{NEF) 2020, hiwever, pICsenis a moe
coherent cnultilingual policy framesock
Cognitive s:i:ru.',elﬁgd pommparalive pabcy
firciygs rectgriise Uhis maEngual sppeach
s socin-caturally grourded, selenidflcally
soond and econamdcally prodent. Let us
asrrine i,

UNESD I hasofenindicansd that instruction
thraugh the sothicr omgue is " key facsor
farinshisten and quality bacming . emecilly
in Ehe ey vesrs. Research findings from
RTI Inzematioeal alea onclude that the
ayainenent of comprehengise Engulsticand
cognitivedevelopment tna child is possile
when the child Hﬂ&'llmmﬁlguﬂm
etk tomgue ficst. Such research [Indiegs
aee In comsistent with NEF 20208
pecomenendacion that "wherever rl.rs&'t&t
the medium of matruction untl ot Jzast
Crade 5, but peeferably wll Grade & and
beyand, will be the hoeme bnpuagember
ronpue of local Engsge.

Eﬁly pduestion, therefooe. should be o
the languape the child acquines in the home
prvirprment and thinks, dreams, and 25k
guestions, I i& pariral that when 2 chiikd
tesrms foundatioral cancepts i her own
fargape, her baaim does pol v 10 nous
additional cogritive bod on damduu.l'nﬁ,
Fﬂl‘l:l‘nl:l.rﬂ.l‘l.lil.'-i:ll | s micre O COnoep
understanding.

MEF 2020'% medel recommends thal

STATESMAN (P-6), 19 DECEMBER 2025

Macaulay

drawerrment of Ledl : b A
beginyvith the Forne anguags for foundatonsd
keaming, gradualhy add anocher Indian
binguage, and in [vter vears seach English
asssubject Thismethod alignswith currem
recnmEnerdaiorsin itive scisnce. Thess
areemgirically n oogmitive benefits
thie the hilingual and murilingual beains
cxhibd. Vierica Marlam. a peolessar af
Commumiction Sdences and Disoedes m
Maorthwestern Univerdey inotbe USA, and
heer collesgoes hiave found that, companed
lamoeaingaals bilinguslindividuals afen
echibsic beetpor ameniion oongnsl and
abilites Additienaliy. recent studies suggesi
that meahilingualism enhances v
(el by, proflémesolving skills, ereativiny,
and social cognition.

Wil reducing the hegemony of
Engish mediam schooing manginatize Indis
globally? Sweh afesr lgnores che expetience
ofrrarny Fgh-periomng e ion Systems.
schooling, in their own inguages has
ot stopped Japan, Seuth Koesa, Germrany
arxl Frence from bullding advanced
ecevomies Bven someof thelroriversites
heave English-medSum programmes. ey
uﬂmnhm:ﬁumﬂh‘m}lﬂm
irsruction, Theirand mary cher counériss
experisnces supoest that berter cRgIneers,
scitmiists, or mansgers are not due 1o
making Enghsh theclsroom Baguage

atempts o reverse this hieraschy withour
ercaling arew ore L asks us win universtes
aned pealessioral instibations carmot offer
e e L ypgrartior el -2
whdle continudng 1o b

ach English as any
ather foclgn language, In such a svatem. a
student con read Shakespeare and Kolid e
Plaapand the Upanisbads, as parcof awiders
civilizatianal dinkygoe avaiiable in maliple
largaapes

AfeLhem v implicatioes of languoge
chodee? Daen froen OECDN Progrinume fog
Imsemacionnl Srudenr Assessment [PISA)
show that stadents underperioem when
thezy Diace a languigs harrer compared oo
pees wich sémilar abilides I Indin, the
Lanygmusge beerier [l prc oLk ey
o marsl smadens and first-gennion leamers
They usaally learn English as a subject
while their home and ool ermvisooament
laniguzge = differane. The canly instement
for nchieving educational
equity  is  therefore
mother-1engue-based
muldlingussduation Viten
we e aness1n bdgher
exchosEion n radian bngoges;

of English bevermis
a valuable skill, racher than
4 palekeeping mechafim
of exchasion

e i coypcepoual clanity, Will v ringunl oo
:;:hmgg;ﬁnﬂg;;gﬁmmﬁsdwu@ Thewrierisa  umdermine Indigs global
learning tn 2 familiar laegaige- Whatis former Profesior mrnﬂ[‘lj_mﬁ:rﬂﬁ'mmuha
theralneaie o assumethat Indiansean. o Efecrricnl e ool evidencs gaess
arqulre plobal competitensss cnly  Enpweeying,  Urconmmry and s essuing
thessgh English-pedim schooling? Iy i, The Eurnpean Commission

A langnisar s not jostacgmmunsnicition  Vice-chasseliar rberyaf e lesmers merminy
ool piveh pepasiory o JNLFana perenghon, and problemn-soding
cukumleeattviny and sharedespensoces.  Chairman, sheillaare poslivelvimpasied
Mukilingualism is both a fundamental  LGE Vimsare by muleitingual education.
igman chacamenstc and & essenil parsoral Such an educsionabobelps

educational appinoact’, acconding Lo e
0EL recent UNESCO guidamee on
rreakilingual sducation. For o chvilisational
maation mm:ﬁw _ ";’;;”é.‘;"‘.’
fias s, this ban i§ .
'ﬂ-'hlhm Mncanikny mindses pushes English
ns the prémany musker of sspiration, are
they not trarsmindng socicodiucsl Is
Lo cur young that swocess blongs 11
wehi ericrve ey froem theis own languages?
Fenm theis oen hertape? This sigrailicg
velll wieakien thelr culud confid ence.

The Macauly mindseds intended goal
appearsio becrel a licgzuieic erarcy
bty making it seem g i knowhedgeexpesed
|n.mw,mm.'rma:hlnhmnudm:
than that deseribed in English. KEP 2020
eimphasis an the Indian kinguage medium

socielies proesrve their
linguistic heritnge. Yale
iy L .
enhances cognilive capacities and cules]
dArEnegs.
Asenitoognitve Besdbilicy, socio-enatonal
rompetence and ingercul umd communication
e very skilztheglohal kanow SLTLNTTY
oo Fer fradta, the adoption ol muldingaal
educatiog will Jead o desper concepual
rm;m;gm;.mnngerfmnhﬁa:iﬂm:p
and mumeracy skils 1 fac mppens. we
can then bring in more yoang people in
STEM ard vocaticnal fidds repardless of
thed first language Why shioad o fuar
sefivare engineer who learns hasic coding
g i and lpeer readsd pounientalion
iry Ergglish b= it any inhenent dissdvaamage?

Preesemyrch firnirgs bove yiodififrned
ahar  pobust concepiual foandackon in the
rtistbeer don e often mnaoes learming anoth
language caséer. NEP 2020Ys stress an
“eoeeepial undersinnding eacher than moo:
.-mrrdrf,r':hg.ns werdl withthis insighe

An inhersrd advantags Indla has Is this
ks Gen £ Is alveady muktilingaal, In their
everyiay lif, milions of yvoung Indians us=e
their mother congue ot home and use
différent lnguage of venrk. On socinl medin
and podeasis, mamy ndian Bogages are
witely used. For this peneration, speking
Mge Inidizn langusgeisa nomrlive
poen pomenit of bdeniny,

Suspeisi d vt ety disouissd
in these tes, are the cogrilve-health
bepelics nf multifngas capabiline Bestach
shirersthat being muliil ingal skows cognitve
agping and huilds gremter resilience saainst
decline Multilingualism s, n Fag.a formiol
el 2nd even neurccognithe capital

A policy gues ion, there fnre, arises. Shoofd
Incliz strucneee s ed ucalion sysiem arund
a imzle lngaage equailing i B modemary.
o BRoubd i dessgn a easystem in which
each.child’s full lnguistc re permaine booames
an asset! MEF 2000 takes the secomd route
It treats every Irclian langoage as & camier
ol Knowledge and imagination, whilke
peaitloning Englich ag g of the foreign
lunguage skills rather than the enly road 1
Slceas,

Exeniilthebenefios of multiEnesual sdcocion
ace veell understond, we need o adopa o
sirmegic implereeniation framewock B ks
wrressl Implementation The fierosk is
14 kave a well-desigred IE'a.rru'ng miEterial
development, teacher trakning, and digital
corsent in Indisn Bngsges the malch ghe
quality available in English. Therefone we
maust ensuce signiflcant, coordinansd

JI.n'.'E!»l:lﬂ.EnLn: in :mrqﬂ.; writee in Indian
anguagess. ranslation, terminalagay
staurydandi Wﬂdmﬂh!:&%
and teacher mpacity buliding.
_mmwammmwmug
isparitics betwezn sttes ot boards that
rapidly sdopt high-qualisy mujgl

o

e el
I peuistes g

ity “DErish with intelligen e and

SO W ENSUEE oigr Q.hll:dl.'ﬂn

EMerge as
k=4 LENL
s e aLtingualleaters snchored
T
al NEP X0 b m":mjfl' u'“:‘@lli
worang Lswlians, & aspirations of
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Prashant Reddy T

R S Ve T

In the West, Al developers and content

owners areengaged in litigation and
ations over the use of copyvright-

ed works for training Al programs. In

Indiz, a Gol-constituted expert commit-

tee has proposed a reguilation model

thaiappem‘stuba umpmdh}*gtm

of the licence raj regime.

The propesed approach departs from
that adopted in most jurisdictions, whe-
recopyright laws have been tweaked
through narrow statutory exceptions
that permit the use of copyrighted con-
tent for Al training, provided develop-
ers have Tawful access' to it. None of
these international frameworks res-
emble the heavy-handed model being
contemplated by India. There are th-
ree components to the Indian commit-
tee's proposal
0 Pay nndus::BlaIﬂmtpEr:mssnnfnr
Al developers to use copyrighted con-
tent for no upfront fee to train their AL
programs, provided they have Tawful
access’ to the content. Singapore and
Japan allow for similar access to copy-
righted content, but don't require any
payment to the copyright owner Indis
will be the first jurisdiction to require
Al developers to pay copyright own-
ersfor using content for Altraining,

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-4), 20 DECEMBER 2025

Al Copyrlght Dead on Arrival?

although this obligation kicks Inonly
upon commercialisation.

In theory, the ‘lawful access’ require-
ment makes it possible for copyright
owners to sidestep Indian law Forex-
amplé, Western academic databases,
which contain the most valuable copy-
righted content required by most Al
developers, typlcally require users to
agreethat the licensingagreement
governing access to the database will
be subject to foreign laws,

Breachof those licensing requireme-
nts will result in arbitration in foreign
jurisdictions. In such a scenario, Indi-
an law makes nodifference to foreign
copyrightowners, and Indian AT dev-
elopers will have to comply with forei-
gn law Indian copyright owmers, who
can'tescape Indian law, can still con-
trol who gets ‘lawful access’ to their
content. It's safie to presume most will
now require Al developers to pay hefty
advance paymenis before they can get
Tlawfnl access’.
© Revenue sharing The proposed
model requires Al developers to share
apercentageof their global
revenues onee they
successfully com-
mercialise Al prod-
ucts trained on copy-
righted content. The

"y

rate woulld be set by a Gol-controlled
commitize,

The report justifies this intervention
tofix rates on the grounds that Gol fix-
es prices of essential items. Thatana-
logy misses the fact that copyright has
been considered by Indian courts to be
akdn to private property Compensati-
on payable for forceful acquisition of
led by independent judges.

Even under Copyright Act, Madras
High Court in 2016 struck down provi-
gions giving the governmernt control
over appointments to the copyright
board — responsible for setting royal-

+tles in compulsory licensing — citing

aviolatiom of the separation of powers.
Determining royvalties for accessing
copyrighted content without the owm-
er’s permission isa judicial function,
and any Gol attempt to intervene wou-
1d likely be unconstitutional.

@ Statutory body The committee
proposescreating a statutory body;
Copyright Rovalties Collective for Al
Training (CRCAT), to be composed
solely of collective management org-
anisations{CMOs) representing copy-
right owners,

CRCAT is tocollect rovalties from Al
developers at rates fixed by the commit-
tee and then distribute them to copy-
ﬂa_?.ht owners through CMOs,

as perdisclo-

in the training process, Most likely, the

most well-organised CMOs will con-

trol operations of CRCAT, and proba-
bly win disputes on royalty sharing.

Anthors of books and journals who

lack well-organised CMOs could end

up being shortchanged.

The proposad mode] is far too comp-
lex for a state that struggles to regula-
te traffic on its roads. Simply put, In-
dia lacks the administrative capacity
toenforce it effectively

The committes's only accomplish-
ment has been to block industry
demands, like those from Nasscom, to
adopt exceptions similartothe ELL
JapmmﬂnlnhmdﬂmgapamThlsis

urprising, given DPIIT's long-
standmghmstmrardmp}rﬂght
owners since taking over India’s
copyright policy from the education
ministry, which had to balance copy-
rightrules with the realities of educa-
tion and research budgets,

Sowhere does this 'dead on arrival” -
proposal leave India’s Al developers?
Lilke their Western counterparts, many
arelikely training Al on pirated con-
tent from databases stch as SciHuband
Lib(Gen, which host vast collections of
academic papers, books and journals.
Detectingand suing developers for us-
ing this corttent is difficult, especially
inIndia, where copyright cases —
even against platforms like SciHub—
can dragon for vears. India's sclerotic
courts are the best bet for Indian Al
developers in their negotiations with
copyright owners.

The writer i5a kptiver speclalising in 1P faw

o<\ w
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he department for promotion of indus-
try and internal trade (DPIIT)'s work-
Ing paper on generative Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al and copyright is framed as
a careful balancing act — between innovation
and creator rights, access and compensation,
But s meerits a closer look
The paper assumes that the rapid and ubigui-
tous deployment of Al systems is not only
inevitable, but inherently desirable. Such an
approach could end up determining whose
interests are treated as foundational and
whose are treated as negotiable.

Much of today's responsible Al discourse
begrins with a more basic question: Is Al actu-
ally necessary to ransform every sector and

?While Al can certainly deliver effi-
ciencies, the DPIIT paper does not engage
with this threshold inquiry. Instead, it treats

HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 20 DECEMBER 2025

Al'and copyrlght Need
a nuanced approach

large-scale Al deployment as a given, and
defines regulation's role to primarily
smoothen that path. This is a policy choice,

ators withhold content not because
of inadequate payment, but because they
object to particular forms of reuse — espe-
cially in political, cultural, or deeply personal
contexts. Reducing copyright to a royalty pipe-
line sidelines authorial autonomy altogether,

Then there is another questionable techni-
cal assumption that more data automatically
leads to better Al systems. Its emphasis on
maximising access to "all data” sugpests that
problems such as bias and hallucination are

not an objective reality. When regulation is
premised on the inherent desirabil- merely matters of scale. They are
ity of a technology, safeguards tend not. Data divorced from context or
to emerge as afterthoughts rather purpose — no matter how volumi-
than first principles. nous — can amplify error and rein-
This orientation is especially visi- ¢ force bias. The experience with
hile in the paper’s treatment of copy- LLMs like ChatGFPT, trained on vast
right. The analysis relies heavily on Ameen gwathes of the internet, llustrates
economic logic: Authors resist shar- Jauhar this clearly. By contrast, narrower,
ing their works because they are curated datasets can often deliver
insufficiently compensated, and maore reliable and contextual out-
remuneration is therefore the solu- puts. Copyright policy should. there-
tion. Compensation matters, but copyright  fore. focus not just on data quantity, but on
law has never been only about money.  data quality and relevance.
Authors also enjoy moral rights, including the The propoesed Copyright Rights Collective
right to control how their works are used. Cre-  for Al Training (CRCAT) also raises concern. It

leaves individual authors with little bargain-
ing power, binding them to collectively negodti-
ated rates without meaningful opt-out
options. Unlike raditonal collective licensing
Systems, creators here cannot withdraw and
pursue independent negotiations. Rate-seting
underagmmmmtmtmﬂedmmh
entrenching a single institutional
whille judicial review offers limited practical
comfort given the cost and delay imvolved.
None of this is an argument against Al
innovation. The real question is how India bal-
ances efficiency with , and scale
with consent, at 4 time when the downstream
ufgmmtiwaﬂminmm*
tain, Bro-
ammhmmanlrﬂ:mnghcmﬁsa
tion, but through trust. A framework that
accommodates consent, differentiation, and
dialogue may move maore slowly, but itis bet-
ter equipped to adapt as Al capabilities and
social expectations evohe,

Ameen Taeeherr is the Dara Gowrnance
lead at CAB Irternational (CARI).
The visws expressed are
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Modi Government says
the Vikeit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025, aims to

overhaul India’s higher education
regulatory framework. Introduced
in the Lok Sabha on Decermnber 15, it
was referred to a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) after the
D s ised 1 obiecti
The 31-member joint panel will sub-
mit its repart by the last day of the
first part of the Budget Session 2026,
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan =aid the Bill would make
higher education more robust,
research-oriented and flexdble.
Chapter 18 of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEF) 2020, he added,
calls for a fundamental transforma-

tion of the regulatory system.

REGULATORY APPROVALS
At present, higher educational insti-
tutions (HEIs) are required to take
multiple approvals by different reg-
ulatory bodies. A simplified regula-
tory system would end this, the gov-
ermment said.

The proposad Bill seeks a unified
and streamlined regulatory architec-
ture. “The entire framework will
operate through technology-driven,

TRIBUNE, (P-14), 20 DECEMBER 2025

Whatafter UGC, AICTE are repealed

| ViksitBharat Shiksha
* Adhishthanis proposed

as anover-arching

nance of these standards. The
as an independent authority.

The Regulatory Council’'s public
portal, which mandates the disclo-
sure of governance, financial, aca-

ance data, will also serve as the foun-

ALTERED FRAMEWORK

The Adhishthan and various coun-
cils would primarily comprise emnd-
and representatives from states/UTs,
state HEIs, and Institutions of
HNational Importance.

the University Grants Commission
(UIGC) Act, 1856; the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education (AICTE)
Apt, 1987 and the National Council
1983, All HEI= under the purview of
the Education Ministry, UGC,
AICTE and NCTE will come under
the purview of the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan

The UGC regulates non-technical .

institutions, the AICTE technical
teacher education.

FUNDING SYSTEM
grants to Central universities
through UGC (grants are released by
the Education Ministry to the UGC
on a guarterly basis, which further
disburses to Central universities on

alzso disburses grants directly to
Institutes of National Importance
(on a rhonthly basis), ;
“Considering that the NEP 2020,
ed from the Councils, the function of
disbursal of grants to the Centrally-
funded HEIs shall be ensured
through mechenisms devised by the
Education Ministry, which will be
sirilar to or better than the existing
The feedback of the Regulatory
ance shall be a major factor for the
guantum of funds to be distributed

OPPOSITION'S OBJECTIONS
Congress MP Manish Tewari said
the Bill “results in excessive central-
isation of higher education and vio-
lates the constitutional distribution
of legislative competence. The Bill
suffiers from excessive delegation of
tled constitutional principles”.
MPs firorm Tarnil Nadu said the Bill
Congress MP S Jothimani objected
to the nomenclature and alleged that
the government was “imposing Hin-
di". Pradhan said the concerns will
beaddressed inthe JPC. - e |\
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SAVE HISTORY

In Haryana, Ashoka University’s Archives of
Contemporary India now boasts a 100-plus
private-paper collection and shows why
external funding is crucial for archival work

Adicya Mani fha

ar students of history,
F making pilgrimages 10
physécal libraries only

B0 find dodamernds,
MAnUSCTIDE, 10 N oo
comdition on duss-laden
shehees is par for the course.
Ciften, thise ped SR
materials Fuve io e digiised
anad restared before they can
e ool vy us,

This is whene the crocially
important work of archiving
an ] ress| Orarion oS in.
Seweral Indian universites
have been makang signifcant
geriches i archival wark. One
susch 4 Ashoka Undversity, a

private ressarch universay in
Sonipar, Haryana, [t Archives
af Consemparary India (AT
finitEarive, segried In JHT, has

amd Glrish Karmad, journalisis
Amil Dharker and Neyan
Chanda, among others. This
imitmabive i§ hacked oran
aaiging haszis by HOEC Lod.,
with a cne-ime grans of (60
crare for setring up & Bxrary
and anchive on cammpus,

S uner e Doy

ghree-decade experience [rom
the Feling Memorial Missam
and Library, where she served
as heead of reseanrch and
piubdications, The selftagh
archivisy has worked on the
papsers of Molial ehna, G
mp,gnpajuhm.ﬂnl“-hﬂp
her *approsch remains the
waind, whether acquirieg the

Ckockwtos T loht} Ashoks Unsversty, Sonipat; 5 Badshsihnans sagers
# the Archives ol Corterrparany i asd Al isundir-diredor Deeps
Bhatnagad el st Elmmakes Sal Pasnjoye, Koeemsy dtsdss iR BT

papeera of a writer, am arilss, or
a political perscnality ™.
Bhatnagar adds, “We begin
by s it e D, wenic, and
canerfbutans of the indiddual
b anderstand the coennes and
significance of their papers and
tiven proceed aooendingly with
the Bogubsifion process. When
thee dhcnor is alive, the process
invalves direct dialogus,
therosagh emiall, phane ar
in- B 1]
e et
their papers. In cases where
the subjed i decessed, the
disnzsaion happens with the
family or legal heirs. [ both
caes, our goal BB 0 preserve
and make acressible marerial
of lasiing bistorical value.”

Bhatragar sy, "P‘aper:-uﬁ:m
oo 1o s i A Tregiie
condition: tarn, bretle, or
affecied by humssdivy, At
the Aschives of
Contemparary [ndia, we
falbore stricy coreervition

Is: use acid-fres
Falders aiwd boses,
pemperature-controlled
slocage, and badvrecolution,
niimvashve diginisation,
Photographs are
encapiulated in archival
polyesior :mmﬂmﬂ

2 collection & wplaaded o the
ACT websie, where It is freely
avad bl for dommload; =fof
acenss (o sperific files, a
namenal fee i3 charged,” she
s

Ashoka's efforts are in line
with samilar invitlatives ai

frge-o-ensn dlg;u] archive ol
marerial pertaning o
GOmpurer science, mechanical
e ing. all the way o
Nrerary. religious and
philosophical pexts,

Archiving mathers

For somenne writing & fhedds
ai Indlan cinema héstory over
the last 50 years, T persanal
grimespondence of, sy, Sa
Paranjpye, the oy Woman
direering Bofiywood Gims in
the 1580 (e, Chashme
Rudifoar, Kathe), will be of
import. OF & complation of &
revcrd of fEnures
in imdepeisdent India will nissd
the afficial correspondence of
5. Radhakrishnan.

Givein Bl e Gff Rets
avallable in a professiooally
mamaged ardhive — i
|paErviews, audia reco al

g togethiers of high-profle
peapli — it B clear why entites
ke ACL are waluakdle

e, S

 THE HIMINT
magaslmne
Sopday, December 21, 3025

1i» srudenis, reseanchers,
independent scholass, both
domestic and fareign. "Earlier
there was a polrt of view that
archival work only matters for
siudenis or specialisis,” sas
Braf. Alhijit Gupea of fadavpur
Undwersity (U, & Sraee
techmical uniwersicy in Eolimea.
“Rer | Feel that we have o
rrcrve Sy from this wiew o
and think in serms of public
ingerest, After DOVID, wa (AL
bave made a signiflcant portaon
of edar archhees Geeby
accessible, and we hive
organised ‘open days". We hinve
biedd evenis and woekshops
wliere we feach people simple
arihaeal praciios ey Cin use
ta preserve famiby memuories,
old phosagraphs (e have
sencimental walue, and so o6
T Schosal ol Colmrsl Texts
and Becoods (SCETH) “Bichstra’
anchife: B 8 comprehemshee
pallectiom of REahindranath
Tagone's works avadlable frecly
in Bangla, English and Hindi. it

i Crgaied B codiaboracon
with Visv-Dharat Universiry
and spamsoged by the Minksry
of Culture. Prof. Gupt sivs
they bave “archbsed and
digitieed seweral oot-of peint
Bengall children's magazines
and comécs” over the st
decade.

While ACT's work i
Empressive and Iooks set for
AggTessive pxpansion in the
yairs ahead, it s cructal so
demporatss knowledge and
aird ehe deeiopmsat of
first-generation scholars. For
thag, soiety misl back similar
profiects & public unbversites
100 — politcally, financially,
mnaeally - Hiﬁﬁmmrﬂ
Mﬂwmmmdu:

privileged lew,

The wriler anif joirrmafise i
working o keds fersr book of

rcn:fiction.

W e

o
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The anxieties of the
soft-parenting club

(Mummy's flying slipper will
reach me across the Atlantic.)

The chat history of my cousing’ group
on WhatsApp. rather appropriately
named “We Are All a Little Mad Here”, is
dotted with such messages. Whatever be
the context, the mother's flying chappal is
an ubiquitous and strong metaphor there.
Ora memory, even a false one. Whether
they used the chappal on us or
not is debatable, especially in
front of the softly-parented
grandchildren. Tiger moms have
transformed into soft bunnies.

Most of us have an extra dose
of our parents’ faults. We have
tried our best to raise our chil-
dren in a manner diametrically
opposed to how we grew up. We
have learnt to cultivate high
emaotional responsiveness, non-punitive
discipling, and an emphasis on children’s
autonomy. We express our frustrations
only in therapy rooms and nowhere else,
We seem to be following the soft-parent-
ing rulebook like an annoying front-
bencher. yet we are scared and
What are we doing wrong?

The only answer one can come up with
is flawed selectivity. But we aren't alone
here. For example, Rousseau's 1762 text
Emile, Or Treatise On Education is often
invoked as a foundational text for child-
centred education. He famously argued
that children are naturally good and cor-
rupted by society, and that educarion

‘ bhi mummy ki chappal Atlantic
Alﬂ: upar se udti hui agyegi!l”

Nishtha
Gautam

should follow the child's natural develop-
ment rather than impose premature
moral constraints. However, Rousseau
did not advocate loissez-faire parentng.
On the contrary, he emphasised the idea
of guided freedom. A careful structuring
of the child’s environment so that natural
consequences, rather than arbitrary
authority, teach limits. Neglecting this
and equating freedom with the absence of
boundaries, we turn away from Rous-
seau’s core insight. The result is
not the preservation of natural
goodness, but the cultivation of
dependency and impulsivity.
These traits are what Rousseau
explicitly warned against in
adults who never learned self-re-
straint.

In Plato’s Republic, Socrates
describes the degeneration of
democracy into tyranny because,
without habituation to reason and order,
the soul becomes disordered, Applied to
parenting, Socratic thought suggests that
children require paideia or reasoned gui-
dance. Shielding children from discom-
fort prevents the development of sophro-
syne (moderation), leaving them ill-
equipped for ethical deliberation and civic
life.

Research after research, it has been
established that the most effective (what-
ever that means) parenting style is
autharitative (high warmth, high strue-
ture), as opposed to permissive (high
warmth, low structure) and authoritarian
(low warmth, high structure). Parenting

Rousseau's Emile is invoked as a foundational text for child-centred education.  ReuTeRs

styles, support, and parental beliefs
bricolage children’s internal working
models that they use later in life as adults.
We, the children fleeing the flving slipper,
don't seem to get it right somehow. The
recent total social media ban for children
in Australia is making us happy because
someone else is the bad guy. We can't
bear to be the reason why our children
need therapy. We are ever present, ever
loving, ever listening. We grew up hearing
“No"and feel like a failure when we have
te repeat it.

As the global festive season, overthink-
ing parents’ nightmare, closes in on us,
family dynamics become inescapably
real. Rights and duties versus rights and
wrongs. Economic determinism seeps
into emotional uncertainty. Probably
many of us have read our Diana Baum-
rind or Laurence Steinberg and know that
parenting involves discipline, but the lat-

b

ter cannot be effected through coercion.
We are torn between empathy and
impulse, not just the childrens” but our
own, too. How do we survive this pan-
demic of parenting crigis? Maybe it's not
a collective crisis, and this author is over-
thinking it. Maybe our friends in good
houses are doing great.

But a recent unpleasant experience
with a teenager, fortunately another per-
son's child, where they nonchalantly told
off an adult in public because the latter
tried to gquestion their “authority™ on the
matter of nuclear physics, has suggested
otherwise, Our children depend on us.
Their moral development cannot be out-
sourced or avolded. We may have ditched
the chappal, but let's pull up our socks
and shine our shoes,

Nisheha Cratibam §5 an acadernician and
author, The views expressed are personal
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Employment for Youth
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Reforming education without reforming teachers

SAKSHI
SETHI

2r~m OPINION
THE PIONEER

When Finland revises its curriculum, it begins by
retraining reachers. When Singapore introduces new
competencies, educators are upskilied well before stu-
dents encounter the change. Across high-performing
OECD nations, education reform starts with strength-
ening teaching capacity, not demanding student adjust-
ment. India, however, follows a different sequence.
Reforms are announced with fanfare, policy documents
multipdy, acronyms proliferate, and students are expect-
ed to adapt immediately. Teachers, meanwhile, are left
to translate ambitious vision into classroom reality-often
with little preparation, minimal consultation and
growing administrative pressure.
If education reform is genuinely the objective, on

uncomfortable truth must be acknowledged: real
change lies not in constantly Axing students, but in re-
teaching teachers.

When learning outcomes disappoint, the diagnosis
is predictable. Students are distracted. They do not read.
smartphones have ruined attention spans.

lines. Completing hours matters more than deepening
understanding. Concepts such as classroom psychalo-
gy, differentiated instruction, assessmen:_llteraq.l and
soclo-emotional learning are frequently invoked but
rarely internalised. Creativity is praised in policy lan-

guage but quietly discouraged in practice,

Every explanation is accepted except the
possibility that pedagogy itself has failed
to evolve, This narrative 9 administrative-

The P

especially when it challenges hierarchy or

101l e routine,

A teacher unfamiliar with inguiry-based

ly convenient. It shifts accountability away F 0. K=K X% B lcarning may view questions as disruption
from institutions, boards and training and disagreement as disrespect. This is not
bodies and places it squarely on children. Questioning  Individual failure; it is systemic contradiction. Re-
students is easy; questioning systems is not. teaching teachers is not an indictment of the profession.
Teacher professional development has increasingly It is recognition of its growing complexity. Teaching
become an exercise in compliance rather than compe- today is not mere content delivery; it is cognitive men-
tence. Orientation programmes, NCERT-led sessionsand  toring, emotlonal scaffolding and ethical guidance.
mandatory Continuous Professional Development India’s education policies are often visionary, yet class-
hours lock impressive on paper. In practice, they are  room experiences remain average. The gap between
often overcrowded, rushed and overwhelmingly intentand implementation is bridged not by students,
PowerPoint-driven. Teachers log in, listen passively, mark  but by teachers — who are rarely treated as intellectu-
attendance and log out-officially "trained”, yet pedagog- al partners in reform. Until teachers are prepared for
ically unchanged. the classrooms we imagine, reform will remain cosmet-
The irony is stark. Teachers are urged to foster expe-  ic. Real change does not begin in the child's notebook.
riential learning through training that offers no expe- It begins in the teacher's mind. ?h{r_
rience. They are told to encourage inquiry while being L ‘J/

placed in environments that discourage questioning.

Reflection is sacrificed to coverage, dialogue to dead- The wiiter s an educator and counsalior
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VlkSlt Bharat Shiksha Adhikshan Bill, 2025:
A backbone for higher educational |n5t|tut|ons

T SENTHIL SIVA
SUBRAMANIAN

) o

Imdia is marching and making bold moves
towards Amrir Kaal especially by discovering
Innzvative, ohjective, Rexible, simplified and
light educational refarms throwgh the introdue:
tion of Bharat's educational revolutionary Bill
called Wiksit Bharat Shiksha Adhikshan. The
Vilsit Bharat Shiksha Adhikshan Bill, 2005, In
short called VBSA, is a 2ist-century education-
al reformist system that enforces positive and
more competent unified standards, regulations
and accreditation through an autonomous
entity and thereby makes Bharat's education-
2l system unique and sets transfarmational
benchmarks, leading to meeting global educa-
tional standards.

VESA meets the vision of the Hon'ble Prime
Minister af india, Shri Karendra Modi: "Minimum
Government, Maximum Governance”,

A Gateway to Academic Excellence

The Hon'bée Unlon Minlster of Education, shri
Dharmendra Pradhan, stated that VBSA will act
as a cogrdinating, advisory and philanthropic
bady, and it woubd create a Rexible platform lor
different stakeholders of educational institu-
tions that is expected o enhance research, inno-
vation and entrepreneurship, which will lead
1 the introduction of higher quality education
and will set universal benchmarks among
higher educational institutions, Most Important-
Iy, VESA will open critical and innovative think-
ing qualities among students and Higher
Educational Institutions (HEES). VBSA Is expect-
ed to reskill and upskill students’ knowledge,
thereby making education more outcome-
based. The primany focus of VESA §s iInnovation-
Based education that paves the way for youth
EMpawerment. VBSA makes a paradigm shift
from conventional subjective education to
emerging objective-based education. VBSA
will enhance research and innovation in edu-
cational institutions and adds paramount
importance to the ease of access Ko mega
reseanch funding schemes like the Anusandhan
HNational Research Foundation [ANRF)L

A Flexible and Simplified, Objective
Approach

VESA foresees a ‘light but tight' based approach,
VESA will enhance Indlan educationgl systems
1o meet global and universal educatonal stan-
dards, thereby making education more mukti-

disciplimary and interdizciplinary in Highes
Educational Institutions. VBSA will constitute
members from expert commitiees and repre-
sentatives from industry, thereby bringing
educational quality amaong Institutons. It also
includes and makes a uniform way for public
access 1o educational data.

VESA will bring Indian educa-
tional systems to global standards
and thereby will create & unique
and frugal platform for outreach
enhancement, gross enrolment ratio improve-
ment, and a robust holistic approach, thereby
meeting the objectives of the Nagional
Education Policy (MEF] 2020 and the Natlonal
Credit Framewark [NCrF)

VEEA will form a fulerum and has the follow-
ing educational architectune under one umbrel-
la of autonomy:

& Viksit Bharat Shiksha Manak Parishad
(standards Council)

& Viksit Bharat Shiksha Viniyaman Parishad
(Regulatory Council)

® Viksit Bharat Shiksha Gunvacta Parlshad
{Accreditation Council)

Case Study in Educational Systems
VBEA has successful case studies and best prac-
tices in MedTech education in India, which are
sucoesshully iImplemented at the Indian Instita
of Technology, j[ammu; All India institute of
Medical Sciences [AIIMS), Jammu; and the
Indian Institute of Managemaent (1IM), jammu.
These make studends capable of rarning rech-
nology, medical and management disciplines,
leading o nurturing innovatlon and start-ups,
thereby contributing to the growth of the
medical start-up ecosystem in Imdia,
Additienally, the “"AM2Z Sclence and
Technology Clusrer”, known as the Wi
Science and Technology [S&T) Cluster, an
AMTZ-India‘s premier medical techmvology park
based at the Andhra Pradesh MedTech Zone
(AMTZ}in Visakhapatnam-showcase the growih

of Indian M3MEs and medical start-ups in the
maedical smctor. Another successful case study
i the undergraduare medical technology
course offered by the Indlan Institute of
Technology., Madras, which introduces
medical technology to undergraduate engineer-
ing studenta

Emerging fechnologies such as Artificial
Intelligence, semicanductors, space and criti-
cal minerals have emerged ac the fastest-
growing disruptive technologies nindiz in the
current decade of the 215t century, Today, there
is 4 need for science, technology and econom-
ic collaboration within educational systems,
which will be met through the best practices
of VESA.

In today's era of digitalisation, the launch of
Digital India has created a revaluition in the edu-
cational system, facilitating reachers across
every corner of the nation to reach students In
remote locations, MOOC platforms such as
MPTEL and SWAYAM create unigue opporuni-
ties for students and faculty members to reskill
and upskill knowledge in science, technology.
enginesring, arts and mathematics-manage-
ment [STEAMM], Another successful case of dig-
icalisation is the best practices of
ligyasa by CSIE amnd Virtual Labs
under the Ministry of Educatbon,
which enable stuwdents to perform
remote-based experiments amd
provide ease of acoess to software tools and
techniques. Additionally, the |-STEM-Indian
science, Technology and Engineering Facilities
Map-an initiative of the Office of the Principal
Scientific Adviser to the Government of ndia,
brings enormous value for students and
researchiers 10 access equipment and hardware,
tools such as MATLAB, avallable at nearby edu-
cational instiputions, thereby enabling research
and development activities.

A Vislon for Viksit Bharat®2047

VESA will set benchmarks among institutions,
leading to enhancement of the quality of edu-
cation among different stakeholders-smdents,
laculty, staff and overall Higher Educational
Institutions. VESA will have a vital component
aof discrete student feedback that forms the
primany constituent to meet standards, regu-
lations and accreditation in Indian education-
al systens, VBSA will bring a paradigm shift in
educational systems, thereby making them
mare flexible, simplified and objective.

VBEA will make Indian educational systems
self-reliant, thereby enabling them to achieve
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, leading vo the viskon of
Viksit Bharat@ao47. el
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The prudentcourseis neither o
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rexthooks andteachertraining
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rigoraus translation
[progranumes, protect spacesfor
Englishwhereit servesglobal

rigour: Thai synthesis - difficult,
technical, and institutionally

deranding - isthe only
historicalfy homest and
politically responsible way
forward
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India and recomenended that government
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s putilic life.
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Theat muzance mwast inform daur poliics
because the current “Undming Macaulin®
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Macaulay today
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peditical narratives. Journalistic arooanis
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are lueiucraric Eault lines where chetoric
hecomes realivy, Exidence for such shils
can be seen in the mix of symbolc and
sinactural chamges reported acmss sinies

Anhird problem & the scholarly methsd
Heclriming, indigenows knowledge masi
meit lapse intn a politics of assertion thm
Ereatwclassion] teas s sl Faliilting soumes
tor modern science ar pubse palicy.

Genwine decolonisation of curricula
demunds carclul philobogy, transiarion
cribcal ediclons and the difficull work. of
placing traditiomal ins|ghas incomersaaan
with comtensporary disciplines. not the
ucriical elevation of amicuity ss pmol of
ralonal prevness Acdemic standands
and peer review canmed be oplions in o
deialonised acad ey atherwise, the nesult
will be the replacement of oo ool lodoxy
welth arroiber, and Indian unfrersitics wil
suffer the twin maladies aof parochiolism
ansd crede ol weakening,

Finally, the polivics of Macaaly in 2023
is aumireor it reflocts anxieties about class,
caste, ardd culmiral suthority eather than
SIMPHY a encapsalsed judgment shout &
rinelcenll- vemury burcaucsiL Answezing
i hether Macsaubiywa s g villain, ahencfadon
or aomisthing in between Is bess Important
than the contemporary choices we maks
abein instituikanal design,

IF lariguisge polley becomes o lover o
wileningaceess, unding regional ressarch,
and professienalising mulillingual
wchotarship, then the ooerectve impulse
will have been well spen IT il begomes 8
slogan that substitutes sypmapolism for
capscity bl kding, Trchian seaceemia will ks
N

PRHIENL cmirse s nehber wo erass
M pcavsiny rom histoey noe o canonise bim.
bat 10 use the debate he provekes 1@
M|WMIW:!M&M|EM
and teacher training in Incian angeges.
hasild rlgu-mus 1I.'3.I'H|E_|'Jn|-,| O,
s e o Bl i
! 1
syt Pt ipe cioess Rt ioveer gl :
rigoer, Thin synihess - diffieult, technical.
and inststutionally demanding - s the onb
histidoulhy b resporeabit
way foruand. F 3
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‘When education meets aspiration:
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' Did Macaulay Alienate Indians From Their Roots? No, No, No

He succeeded in his narrow goal of building a clerical class for colonisers. But education in Indian
languages continued to thrive, as did criticism of Brits for betraying Enlightenment values

Bidyut Chakrabarty

| English colonisers’ introduction of
| English education in India, following
| the promulgation of Macaulay's 1835
| Minutes, is onee again in the eyve of a
. storm. The Minutes have often been
% blamed for dissociating Indians from
thelr eultiural roots, PM Modi has also made this claim
inawidely circulated public speech.

To the extent that his Minutes are considered
responsible for creating circumstances inoo
which “the natives™ gradually became blind }? ,!,:.i‘
imitators of the British socio-cultural ethos, 7 &
TH Macaulay is now regarded as a villain in
history. But this is an oversimplification of
India"s colonial history which was  rooted
in a programme of systematic exploitation,
meant to consolidate British rule.

The 1908 Morley-Minto Reforms, for
Instanee, were a response to the increasingly
hestile nature of the nationalist campaign
led by Congress's Lal-Bal-Pal triumvirate
and Aurobindo Ghose. i _

Likewise, Macaulay Minutes wu;; bﬁ]mﬂi
A design to prepare [ndians to belp the Britis
ruleIndiaperthe colonisers’ priorities, These
opened the door for the ruled to become part
of the administration, and many Indians
calebrated, Oneof thefirstIndian Civil Serviceofflcers
was Satyendranath Tagore, elder brother of Rabindranath
Tagore. In this sense, it is misleading to argue that
Minutes took Indians away from their roots.

Furthermore, thecontinuity of alternativeeducatlon
leftenor mous opportunities for Indians tobeeducated in
the languageof theircholce Forexample Debendranath
Tagore founded Tattvabodhini Patshala in 1680, to provide
an ind{genous alternative to English education. Under
Akshay Kumar Dutta's (1620-1686) tutelage, Patshala
emphasised a Bengali-language curriculum, promoting
a rational and scientific gutlook while remaining
rooted in Indian culture. Here, English was taught as
4 languape, with the belief that it would empower

[ = FRO L

learners to become acquainted with the values of
Enlightenment, and champion humanism.

It"s no exaggeration that many Indian intellectuals
hailed the arrival of the British, because they were
canvinead that, by demaolishing feudal rule, it heralded
anew era in India. Remmohun Roy{1773-183%) was a picnesr.
Hiz determination to abolish the most inhuman Sati
custom wouldn't have gone far had he not been supported
by the rulers. Similarly, Ishwar Chandra Vidvasagar
{1820-1891) would have failed to successiully address

the agony of the young widows, without the legal

o 1 it

endorserment of the Widow Remarriage Act of 1356

Yies, long before Macaulay Minutes were promulgated,
Indian intellectuals were drawn to Enlightenment visions
that had evolved in wmﬂsm@ﬂmmwnmmn?
But the claim that Macaulay succeeded in dismantling
Indias civilisational base is gquite incorrect.

Consider the Tagors family's history Patriarchs
Dwarkanath (1794-1846), Debendranath (1817-1905), and
Rabindranath (1881-1841) were neither xenophobie, nor
anglicised to the extent of being identifled as pucca
Englishmen. As a companion of Rammohun Roy,
Dwarkanath Tagore, Rabindranath’s grandfather, wrota
many pieces in the woekly Tottvabodhini Potrika,
which he funded, on the Ramayan, Mahabharat, and

Upanishads to show that India’s intellectual resources
wereequally iluminating.

That Indian opinion makers showed admiration
of the British, should also be gqualified by how much
they questioned the colonisers for deviating from
Enlightenment visions. In the political arena, Dadabhai
Naoroji's Poverty And Un-British Rule In India (1903)
castigated the rulers for draining India’s wealth, without
care for the adverse impact on Indians. Lal-Bal-Pal
and Aurcbindo Ghose eriticised enlonial rule in their
mouthpiece, Bande Mataram.

India's nationalist history thus wimeased
a consiant ideational battle between visions
emanating from Western discourses and
those from indigenous sources of wisdom.
Indla benefitted from colonisation insofar as
It created conditions for- the flourishing of
Enlightenment discourses However, in his
sy, ‘Lrisis in Civilisation' (1941), Rabindranath
Tagore candidly admitted that although he
had welcomed British rule because it was
an antidote to an archale code of conduct,
which safeguarded the exclusive interests
of a few, he was soon disillusioned,

Because he ;
whoaccepted the highest truths of civilisation,
% disowned them with impunity whenever the
¢ questions of their selfinterest were involved.
= British rule was condemned for its contemptuous
indifference to Indians’ well-being,
Macaulay was responsible for making Indi forgetful
of theircivilisational wrmmmﬁﬂgﬁ&,

This wasa battle fought at a structural level where
it has now been well-established that British rule
was viewed differently by different Indians in
accordance with their diffevent socio-sconomic and
political priorities. And Macaulay's intervention
wasn't nearly as impactful as is often assumed. Its
purpose itself was limited: transforming a section of
lndinnslntucapablamiﬂtﬂnmhthndﬂfa{rmnugm in
governing India asa colony, '

The writer is former Vice Chancellor of Visug-Bharati,
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ACALULAY ISashorthand
fior 58 leass three things —
the English lsnguage,
mexdern edhacation and an
ur-Indian mengalicy. The
beaaty of nvoldng Macsulay™s ghost is
thal fis menticn puts defenders of English
o maderm educazion onthedelecsive snd
any self-criticism s discredited &8 un-1n-
dian. k & therelore us=fil to svorcise the
o by beriingd @ devil's, or the ghosts, ad-
wisCang, Loy U oo gt Bl mkegrad ey MR g -
ly's colominl intentions — becanse, after
all, ¥ wewan to decolonise our thinking,
theem shouk] we nol see [ efTecta of the
Mt through car decodon ied wisdom?
Take the case of the Englxh langaage.
For the vt majoary, il is never hels Gt
languesge. India’s many languages have
happily — sometimess grodgingly — ac-
commodatsd many English wornds pre-
cisely because users of Thoss Bnguages
can’Tspeak "proper English™. From the
earky 19th cenmnary, the influenoe ol English
only aleried speakers af other Irdian kn-
kg Lo the meend 1o reOmEAiSE, MOCem -
I or sl peen Dhedr respective crad idans. 1
we lnok al thivocalsibiry, idioms and ideas
thal wriiers in India’s many langages ane
progiscing, we shalll realise che diversity
and pedrmess of these
‘Thisse developments ar=not hindened
i the pragmatic and sugseaficial use afihe
Exglish lasguage. Early soclal revwolurion-
arses Hiog Jymiran Fhide or EV Rafnasamy
baicker resorted eolan gusges soch o My
marhi or Tamil foc thedr politics] projects
s evenas the comesrvalive Bal Gangad-
English peiodicad, his
polltics as alse his ariginal thinking ook
place in & powerial and arlul Marsthi,
Therefope, if one looks at the sus beyond
polemics and bevond the blinkered ohjec-
chve of making Hindi the paticnal lan-
gaags, one wonld realiss the nusaring of
considersbiv rich two-way Interscion:

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-13), 24 DECEMBER 2025

Macaulay is only a punching bag. His ghost |
is resurrected to bury inconvenientideas

Engligh-language writings getting trans-
lated inbo Indian langpesges and Indian-
lamguae resoices geming translated, by
Indians chemsehves, into English.

Easy palitics happens anoiirsd the med-
ern gyetem of formesl gducation that
aenarged during the colontal period —

Nkt e elTective |y utiliaed for
and om beebadf of this masses by, agaln, ¥
sionagies Hke Phale, The idea of modem
pracation entrodisced in e 1o cenmey
represeils U [esne of aioess,

The controversies over modem sdu-
catlen in thase initial years wene about
wiiet heer all persons were entitled @ leanm
whateyer Chey chose o beum o whether
difTere pakal curricula would fi different
srcial sectians, I Rajajl's scheme al edia-
caticn wos vehemenlly eppossd in the
then Madras provinsg, It wae Because
backwanrd sectlons resisted the
pnsﬂbﬂll'!.' ol imprisonment kn
so-called raditional occupa-

im a Congress-dominated stace, this writer
can vouch that schools pever instilled a
senss af inferioricy abour India’s past,
Inciia's-culiur=or s own heroes.

T st maris did make adiffécence
tn that ihe coadfidons and histaries Wate
unsslfEorsdoaxhy and desphy tuned tothe
sasbes and praferencss — ars] fant asies —
of upper casies. Lot us not blame Maci-

Jay T this caste bias unless we are saying

That thee pper ciges collisded with Ma-
canulday 1o make thelr ideologies securs
umnder the new ciroumsmnoes.

Perhaps the most attractive criticism
of 1he Macaulay mamasitela (mentalltyy
Akt it poodiucsd an Indian elive with un-
Indian charactersrics and owmlooks, Fic-
tion and fascination withithe fves of ormy
and civilian elites hawe always been
Toddder for this apcasalioin The caricaris-

ing oltheldea ol sahib peson-

Nearly two centuries sincehis 020 Withthe lmages of powrhul

Indian elives both during and

thomg. If Jyotiran Phule and
savicribal Fhule were artscked
with spomes, mud and cow dumg,
it was because they [nglsted on
educarion for women and
“lower” CRSIES.

Moclern educarion §8 sccused
el ke g 35 et st B o™
traditions. Leaving nside largsr
debates shout whiose tERditons
ond: |5 lalking alout, 28 BREments
whosudied inghe local Baguage

Minute, if Macaulay were to
revisit India, he would he
mastly disappointed to find
that major sections of elites
and masses From Indka haee
responded 1o his plea for
cobonising the mind in more

complex ways than those who

restirrect him imagine

after Brinish rule. Curioasly, how-
ever, fletion and Mmdom often
Implicithy crithgued ([remember
Ehees sstvragg, srnaln el Lok sohab
ban gaya) of refected this slave
mentallty. More interestingly,
[here is scanty evidenos 1o 850w
rheat the Dndlam alites, and such
fess fhp Indlan masses, peally
gveup Indlanness in mundane,
o or bl thinggs; whether It be
the deep &(Tinity to the Ra-

mayana of Malabharans, the engagement
with the Bhagavad G, the search for the
eferial in Indian philosophy oribe crass
bezSanging o caste and casteism. Brown
sxhibs dld emerge st ks every system
Prodiuces power asymmetries and sym-
Ihols af Inequality. But did that resuft [n
India selling s soul?

Mearhy two cenuries sinoe his Mimne,
Mgl my were bo eyt Endia, he would
T sy disppoln ved 1o fnd thar major
aections af elites and madees ko Indis
e responded to bds plea for colomising.
the mind in more complex ways than
Elacee Whio resurnect Bim imagine. Indesd,
Chad e Was IS peeTii oo Beain with, This
did neot, howeser, lead to Imiathom, In-
stead, i bed boaguiet determimation tone-
discrnier — Jeading bocritique and reform,
&N asseathon ol uman ageney and huairsan
goodness and & craving for making cur
oem desstirmywithoot the pompofcleiming
Talse superiomty of our past.

Thils India was ol 8k of crtgquing or
reinterpreting the Gite or burming the
Meanagmritd it was prowd o educate, agl-
mate and ofgAnize; it was not warried
ahout appearances of similarity with '
Western corstitnlions when diesmding it
gollective destingy because, transcending
spatial and remporal |dens af iadition
and madernity, India counld n:l:p;:l'pﬂ:n[lr
Tuers (0 Baddha for ideals of egualsty, Hb-
erry &nd EraterniTy.

A5 0 rewalt, over the past two oenturke,
Bl wiitpessed 4 gearch for its modern
el without giving up it anchos In rhe
past, Thefight against colonialism, the dif
floult war o chete, the oughss dhallengs
oeg Wo e 2 dEgnicy, and e gven mone
detmsted comversatlons over material ey
ploltation, arsall dimensions ofa modem
sensibility. The sasy equation belween
nradivion and culpans ca theone Barsd, and
wraclighon and rellghon on the other, has
aften oome bn handy for thesewhoseethe
real naodern as a threat while adogting
everything theet B problematic in i

BAnzauleny B onlya el piancidng bag.
#athe battle over tha mesningol Tadisnmness
comtirmues, ghosts are nesuractad 10 busy -
com¥enlent jdeas and aspiragions.

Tho wnner, based in Pang,
izrght pofitical science
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Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

tdendified Tagoreasamodern
trterpreteroffndia’s spdeitoed
imkeritanceratherthan ics
puardian. Heunderstood
Tagoresglobal visionnot asa
closed metaphysical system, but
asalivingroral orientation -
grounded inspmpatfy, truth,
and love. Radhakrishnan
emphasized Thwmkﬁﬁ&mfm
ity ofhunsanityand

refusal toloseconfidencein
human possibilityevenamid
civilizagonal crisis. Forhim,
Tagore s internadionalism
expresseg aspirttial comviction
thar echical renewal remained
Ppossible through service,
sacrifice, and responsibility
toward allexistence

L lisme when naloealism is onmoe

aﬁ.n oo

and® vioheee i rowinely jusiified

i 1 b o o his oy, iy, o
destiny, Rabindranath Tagore's global
vishon speaks wigh unseiling clarity, Mose
thama cenpery after hearticalabedie, scholans
ACE0ss IJl‘i-l!JFllll'll:E and pencrations
oo o retem o Tgone not ssancetalsic
Mgure ol the past, but as & thinkes
whnose ethical warnings. elducational
experiments, and chvilizonal imaginaLian
TeEmakn egenty refevani,

W't s s raleineg i s Tagone scheksship
nday is nol disagroemest about his glohal
wision, bk & rernackaible convengence asound
s orpe principles, Thinkers such as Amanya
“Siem, Mavshohi Frvser, Sanveqall Rndhadoishnon,
Lima Dags Gupta, Willsam Badice, and
Sarararafmnaily = hongslde bicgpraphers
windamuels Taggme i Inved hisioricid coniexi

- vl o shared undersand ing ol ri:.-m
5 B P D el whipleoad
1o humanily above kivabiy wonation,
religlan, or pora,

The schabiars are discussed here e

abpinploeribcaiive i &

Irofm ethical and ke Hgi-:.l
-:unlll:.uun: I.hmun,in elpcs il and
[P M e e
-141 lved cosmopolitarssm - in arder 1o
relledt bt Tugore's ghohad vision unbokis

oo maoeml prineiplie v cvervdy Be
Aeriss |hese interpretatlone, Tagoses
criticus of agireasive astivialivm siands
5 3 ceniral point of agreement. Schokics
ooes ety ernphasdce thal Tagom did
refend cxlural rocledress of e of ooes
hasmedimnct riaher, e e the esonmation
of nuineal idenrity v o moral sbvahing
Mationalizm, whet fused with collecbe
gl arc] political power. theveapencd 10

STATESMAN (P-6), 24 DECEMBER 2025

Vision that resonates

culinp ethical respaomsibiiivy and normattx
erERy. Thisoones . artivu b oddhiniign
g ol errging andd voeld s, renr apprears
Cragical Prewien)

Armartya SerLone ol e mos influerdal
madern imempeciers of Tagoes, bas epetith
niphleEhed e conEality of nitdledtiial
frecdomoopen reasoning. andethiil refleckn
i Taggoecs marklvicw

Sen reads Tagore as o thinker who
wrncersnoex] thar pestitieall Irecdom wichusn
manat resraming caalhy colligras b sheoin,
anad thas independence whlsn openress
risks reprockoci e forms o doeningion,
oo S, Togarne’s Blod e wisbon was insemimbi
(v e cultivation ol learess mimds -
capatle ol questkmingauibceiny ek ing
prefuchior, and cigaiting e workaiBom
|3 F PRI,

Acomplemeriary porsprciive sl loed
by Bashuni Fraser, & bighly resperiad
conuemporary scholar of Teogore. Fraiser
by estabalin o T o RS U0
chiriker whioess nniversa s wss el
rather than geopoliticil or snperail, She
s thal Togore rooaal hieh ggmsshe
nartoeialiem amd Westerm -diamingted
cosamopoltanism, insisting beexd on
moral responsiniliey. recprocty, amd
dialogas acres culivmal dillerence. [n
Praser’s reading. Tiagons. hohial vision
v o iy e ethicd iconaniabili
il an abedre g ernal vl of Gill il
T H R [ M.Ellﬁlmllkﬂ""uﬂ'l
ar mlhw the miil oofe al
hie glohsl M.

L ﬂﬂiﬂﬂh‘lmw i
clearly is i reoogniong cducalian s e
practical ecarl of Tagow's polsl viio
Tajae dkl niog tres ankvepsdlism os i
phakisophiécal abstraction; he sought o
it ioridiee it 1w D Crapii hasalows
By Uoggnees Sounading of v isva- el v
oomnoefveil s a g meperiment rathorian
amprnbol pesn: -4 grcewhee inematioral
-::qm'ilm.nzhw.a]t:aduuu::.ﬂdqmII|.I|||
iy i b it witln sibomalisl
priade oo chvilimbonal riviesieg Her wark a=o
highllphts Seimiketan. whine Tagade Bnked
mural reconstyuctim wilh plobal ethics,
msiing el work ] o cines st remein
e i sl nesgsonsibiliy and cvonday

1
lile. Willlgm Rixlice significamly esbiopol
itmicksipincerdanc g ol Tigiore by daBerigniig
1w porsdstern cunicatune af himsasa myscical
“Eastern i Bachoy mestomed Tapane ax s
rimLs, moder el lerad deeply engaged
WL Gl b o L, e sy e,
il gl mepicistalgy. He enphasizad
i Tagnes vishon was nist abe i brididing
o sirmglistic Basl-Wesl clivide, Bl abonl
tmnscending =uch bmanes ahogsther, In
e s Inerpicsation, Tagtens s educational
auliulna cpeimanis wene irwand oking
resporses inghohal irjestce amd aooboeical
sk ook, retreals inbo st dess e

g Delowe Ly s COnmim paanary I"ﬂ‘.:“'
Sarvenalli - Kixlhaksishnan
el Togrone s meadem
Irbererotesdof o spirinm|
Inhent e b e iis
puarchione He undersyosl
Togers ghohal visian mof s
ackeer i masphasienl ssian,
it e v monhin
- proumiled in symipmiy
bl e, Regihokridhnan
ciaphiisizal Tugon's ith

The wrser = innthe ity of basmaning and
Profansar Fuis elussl o keeamefliderce
e o im human posslliny veen
Lewendn il civilizatiomal crsis.
Maryresuni For  line  Tagore's
Limiversiry; miernmiionalism expressed
Lexi 4#&3 i spirfml conviction tha

l.‘lhl:t-nulkrﬁ'#'udl retnalmed
1 BTV,
sacrifice, and E‘:;mrum"h e all
exisience 4 parbolurly allﬁlnmmg'
chlvmprary conlnfutunn Somis fom
Saranindemath Topore, who roamisiruds
Ruhiralmmalh TS Coamapa IR T a s
o Mo A wried indversalism He mjens
Eh W el Ty adhvocaiod a vagnde o
placele glohal ctizenship, urgaing insbend
thin i sissen was dodpdy envhedded in
bzl cunre s everyelay Biewhile rerzining
Remiline]y o o e woehi
Sapamindranuth undersamds Toppees
cosmop iy s s an esscenlal orkenaion
= i Y of being nueked by Bumiityg
jmencveness, and mvieeness of Buman
lirzais i Uhe fsce of cuciissad diversey. ntkhis
shew, mnkeringss s nol anohsiack o ghobal

apennesa bul its necessary foumdaiion,

Bipgraphers sach as Andeew | Robinson
sl Brishna Duita reipforce this scholarly
copeniam by ailisiing Tagoees global vision
within B lved realiibes of his |-ﬂ1t'.ﬂ
s sl that ThgoneSCrituies Nk
aril insstence an diakogue were fnrped
tlrough oo rels sncounters with wa,
erpire. culiural misundersianding, and
personal experienoe By tracing how Tagone
o stenil by pisned nummey poiitical valties
while remnaining desply reoped in his oan
i vkl thes conlinm wha philosopiel
it preters have argueils thal Tagoee’s
auniversadisrmwass neil her radve nos detiched,
Il ethacally carmed

Whie these schalars diller m amphasis -
sowmie foreprouncling sgririnaling ohers ethics.
eluscation, modemicy, of everyclay praciice
= ihey cho not dElMer o0 e subsiance of
Teggones ghobad «isain Together they preseny
a1 remarkably coherem thinker: spirslly
grcainided vor ruranil. culorady raoted v
globally open, crkonl of paewer el commtted
[ irsiion-buildis Globad aducstion
emerges as the poim whene these sends
oanonge mosd cliarly, oevealing Tagore's
woemvicison 1hat ethical ciizenship musthe
calivagied, na impoeetl

This comvergence beoomnbes capodally
rlllnll‘a:.ﬂl-nlu:u'.[‘u:m":—.thl:qml'l: Is bermight
into dialngue with the Jewish philssaphe
Abarin Buber, As [ ove argued inomy cssay
un Tagese ord Buber pubiished in The
Stagsman a decade ngo, Tagoee exprcsacl
Erane CONCeTns Il The rise al |.T.|HII:I|
T - vl ount ok ot iling tinacid Jeassh
vulture, which he admiced. b from a
pEirIpled. Besic of any negloealis frdrject
thint traesivemied historiol sulfering inco
miral cnitlesnent,

He: wamed thil when sacred Bistary,
culeciive traama, and paolitical power
Canveipe, ethivs] sesinumm 1 ofen che Tirs
arasiiny fernthrmighthis lens, e continuing
Torarality s viskersoe fnflicted uponireeoen
Palestindans - cepocinly wormen and childnen
- dunds ax a devasiiing conlirmalicg of
Tugores warrins Whal we are wiknessing
& nod merely o geopolickcal conllact, b 8
profoursd moral ffkare: (b normalization
af sufesing, throggh et ionalsi justElicmion.
T lesmed précely thisoulomme - when
responsibiicy ae the Other s ex =%
-'.Ldlnu af |.ln.rJ.|r'.- o secirily, Pranein Bz

.u‘.ﬁ-’:?'-“ oo by

st b fione e g 4 Porl eoTaees.
T ol wisbon renramndds s that educiion
withowt hormeanity Beewds damination, 1 har
Frosachomn wil ot of hics collapees inimovinlenoe,
amil thar idergivy without responsihilicy
crrroades e soul of Glvilizaron

Thal = maevy af Tigores inberpreters -
Jmmtrmﬂ.hlhjpl'nmm‘ﬂwﬂrnuhrﬁ
= pomyvere o this understanding is oo
colncidence. B someesls (hal Tagone was
THH merely epondiog e Lhe crises il his
time, bast aricwhiting a vision [oriurs. Ina
Irsictioms] vk seocimng oo ot e,
Hahindranath Tagores glohad vision remains
i il nedesing, bul in.li'-p-ellulif_.
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Faipur/MNew Delbi: Vinod
Humar Shukia, who comted
muniverseof guiet gracefom
the simall historhss and Innar
weorlds af ordinary peopée in
hiis novels and poems, and
wha became the first Joon-
pith swardes feom Chhatike-
garh iasy year —
mway Tuesday He was i,
The remoemned Himd) writ-
o WS anderpning trentment
fior o D ilmesst i tha ClEhae-
tisgarh capital sincs Dec2and
wns or venbilviee support
dmee Dec 10 His body had
woakmmisd bus his resofve to
wriie remnained inswerving.
“He carried & writing ped,
even insidethe ICLL [n the hos-
petal, he wrote his st poem.
Probabdy nspled by whal be
had observed arpumd him,"
his saan Shashwar bobd TOI
His a5t prem, penped in
an infirm hand from his hos-
pital bed on Dec &, weni:
“Ratti maine pehle bufhayes
{ Phir tumne bujhayee S

Phir dono ne mil kar buj
haves {1 tirmed nuiﬂt:!l.wl
[irst ¢ Thean so did 4 theamn we
tarned it off together).”

In a conversation with
PM Modl some wesks back,
e had said, “Writing s like
beresart g Tor e Twani fome-
tucn home 43 So0n A5 possi-
bile— 1 want to keepwriting.

PA condoded the writer's
::asﬂnamap-xmn‘.l:-"ﬂe will

always be memembered foc
his invaluable contribaetion
1o thee wenrld af lberartuse ™

Shukla wrote sparingiy
bat desply. He wrote in a
tane that never meeded o
raise el HER prose moved
goenily like the wind, his p=-
eiry like breath. His writing
did mot insist; It dlhaminat-
ed. And it traversed the
vacAnt space hetwesn e
mambering and forgatting

“Fargetting 15 my nature.
I forgel, again and apl.n
Since forgetting is my na
[UEE, mismn-mnlzrlﬂ:ﬁl
fbrEaLIihurmmhu Far-
getting is a form of leaving

- TIMES OF INDIA (P-20), 24 DECEMBER 2025

Vinod Kumar Shukla, first ]nanplth awardee from C'garh, dies at 88

Vinod Kamar Shukla
{167-2625)

Jir ki

Hauhlrl:lﬁmwmm
wens made inh & feshore
film by Bani Kaul

sangiths Award (2024),
PEN, Rabokoy Award (2003}

hohind, HRemembering is ry-
i o being it beck.” he told
artar Manav Kaul indiresiar
Achal Mishras  dorumen:
tary an his life, 'Chaar Phool
Hain Aur Dundya Hai' (2024).

Mavkar Ki Kampez (The
aprvanit’s shirt, BE78) was his
meost colerwted wark. The
novel was adapted Wy e
noaned  flmmaker  Mani
Kl inboa Feamre fikm in 1846
“1nkial aades wore slow Butafl-
fep P, 0 beoame o bBesl

The lask posm Vinod Kumar Shekia wiobe fom bis hospital bed in Sagpur

sellor” says Sanyanand Mir
pam, editor, Aajkamal Pra
kashan, A Facebook Live pro-
sendation by hin was walchsd
iy & high 18,000 viewnrs dur-
ing the2020 Covid lnckdown.
“En MG, ik sold 10000 oo
Tilkes, & haigo paum b for a ook
relensml five decodes ago,”
says Miropam. Some monlhs
hack, tlere was even an at-
ploasant oilkne  onteersy
over the royvolty he hadsarmed,
Shukis was born in Haj

nandgnon, now part of west
Chhaitingari. A po#-grada-
ate in krishi vigyan (agricul-
tire schenee) fom Jabalpur
his first poeiry collection,
Laghhag.lni Hind{ Almost.day
Himd) was pubilkhed in 1970
Asawriter, Shukla never
married the bageageof litern-
ry polilics. Perhaps a neasan
why famd ricklsl w him,
like waner delpplng feom a
1ap In & desert towm, He re-
cedved the Sahitys Aksdemi

award in 1999 for his nowd,
Dieewenr Mein Ek Ekldkl Rel-
ti Thi{A window jbvwed in the
wall), Khilega To Delthenge
(Wil &= when It bdooms)
wiak andther fobed work.

In 2028, he became the
frst Indkan fo receiwe the
PEN/Nabokor Award. “Writ
ing for decades without the
recognition he desarves,
Shukcla hascreated lteratare
sl cheamges how we undar-
sinnd themodern,” the PERY
Manokoy hHlges panesd sl
end writer bMrilula Garg
soys thot Shukbs was traky
one ol & Kind, SArtboaate ban
not verhoso, simpls but not
slinplknbe. real bl nol realls-
tic, imdividualistbe but not
self-centerer. Equally em-
prathetic to divual and so-
cinldesires and Lis,” shesays

AnatherSahityn Ahkademi
wwirder Anamikn powticaliy
puwts it that in Shukls's poems
arel novels "ae meel 8 Lonely
man [l of empathy and
EEsme & man of teeoammunt

ty, a man likee the Christ on

civas If Rembrandi's palni-
ing, & man who belongs — his
o= Banging, skin sagging,
the pain of |nper struggie
writ lnrgeon his face.™
Senior  jJournalisy - Sunil
Eumar, who was associnted
with Shukla for decides, sabd,
“He was he most peomdnent
Hindi writer of sigmificance
i the last hall & cembary
hils fieet remnained solidly on
the groursd. Shukls |1 was a
man of unigoe stmplicity n
languags, 150e. and valies, all
He b & strangs ability o re-
rruxin alool Bram praise o ordl-
lcism, sunenss ar fntheres.
When asked [or his reac-
ilam an receiving the Jnan-
pith, India's most presti-
glous Hierary aacard, Shukia

had said, “Mujhe lkhna ba: |

hxt tha, lehin bahut Kam
likh paye™ (I had a lot to
wirite, bt could write very
Littke.” Folkowing his dombse,
evary reader too enchanted
by his world of writing has
been Inft wanting e mace.
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A025: The Year Indian Education
Crossed the Inflection Point
el

wewe chase 3004, b
sk . Thim paar woliba
reremie il s defie iy
L] i [l
b Lyt e
b e
L] press h
ars dpi il By A il Inid Bigeres
AL et yo s’ iy <am Evcnes
cumired hoarsoes, The dewviaed lor

in ol arad

e ke ikl ftﬂ:l““
setal il hru:wﬁ‘
riretionl. Heir aie fas shika i
ikt clhrartp skl 1hin brarnlvi Tnalin

HIGHER ETLC AT MOVEL
FROBI TN TRCR 0 ThuS]
For decadim, [rdiar waremiso
snygkd utrder Lers o apperials aad

; ok I i W
I bkl
I 200N, Ll hﬂr
Thet Wikt Adbjataz
Sl mpuafled & paov ey from
PTor an gl D i
] oAy

v e s ahdicd ;
. 2 W
e b Firwer baresisra s raodles,

ERELOY ABILITY HECASE
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il
irachy and rikie
e e Bt .
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e
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His vr# vy
w % TPy Y _Lu & &
Ak o e |8 vew aga af AL
ifviany kerorrg R
il dheinda T Bty AT
wrti made, w bk i, cherign rmaly,
wad qvedie peiic. Wb thary ool e B
Uinke critically, empai i deepl of s
with et palgwet T mrsis reevel,
fuesans prr i e i gy
-:uub-ldi.n That ey s cormare

Werm—rod ik, bbb coune

HICAG-CIENENTIALS
STACKABLE COURSES,

AR FLEKIBLE LEARNING
FATHWAYS GAINED
HAINSTREAM ACCEFTARCE,
(UHIVERSITIES BEGAN
EVOLVING FROM ONE-TIME
DEGREE PROVIDERS: NTD
LOHE-TERM LEARHING
FAATHERS

BT TRY AKTLACATH
O TEIE
Thor back o AN bl i "
Ik shaormga and bridging tha A7 ks
S G Urpsbk v snlayiry
menﬁ s
il ml—»ﬂcﬁ:uhrnﬂ.
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— MICRO-CREDENTIALS, ACADEMIC TIE-UPS5 & MORE
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TOP 6 EDUCATION CHANGES IN 2025

2025 has been a transitional s well as an inflection vear for education globally

AHINDITA ACHARTA

b vrwar 2025 wraa defingd
I-..\_ e wiTrsll e o piee
ol ﬂﬂ]\llp-"lh:lﬂ. labvnire-

watkr! porosres, gred
audvances in e hodngics. From visa
recinchions s RinE Sikleniy and
profesmenals. o b rise of shill-
amed mdtication snd he Impoitanie
o istdcen cridenminb and incredae in
rdusiey - academis collabeorations,
2025 has born mrneRrsal ax well
mr an infbection veat ot educstion
ghebali. Blalleanium Post liss
the bep edbaatronal i in
H2E

IMPACT OF Y154
RESTRICTIONS

As el

ORI Highlen

therr s poioars, bed

[ the Dhonald Trump
sdrminictration in the US,
fidd el and prodvaricemsl
iy has cantly
affected, In the 115
sdmimistration has replaced

H-1B
work vie bottery with o nnrwnﬂ(lrd
men, # more difficulk
by eved 1o

MUCE
work vizas, Shantazy Rooj. Foander
ared CEC), Team lpane Edbecs, belioees
tighter viie pathurays oo phudent and

3 mrkaliby has heen one of
e biggest shifts ol 3115, “Teatead of
ilerwisg aeparatior, This has pushed
e B0 mealor Eoee: Drerrt ol
dolces e selerting 5
Wil SIPOIGEeY CRSEeT clearer
posi-smady pathwars and measarable
ocutcomes, B wad, Assarding in
[ir (3reh. fasm, Profesior of Rowce
and Champenica [RIMTECH),
Greaier Mobda, TR Vi cles
mn:dl'ﬁtlnd&mmdnj;ﬁnd
|I-|r'l."5:h..ll.'ri.@ﬂca.n' (1.0}
imermatisal student mobility: S4i
the sime e, sevorel imematonal
dummn:]d.s.ﬁ‘#du.rmhld

i [ab= Lt

i

timahy opperiiniTy 1o Ssesge 4 i
deuriaamiog (oo dsematonal

preficreed

viuderith, by
e
programmes.” he said

RIZE OF MICKC L.
CREDENTIALS

Tt warcdd i1 B incaenect F e y
it TS B b i hallmsark year
hhrtﬂh:m-:wmw
5 i vl Bl b beddie sl gap, and
Ieensit £1m Herwray, thegs
COATRES Pl foarn . on
authenticrty and qualing v Aysing
Kyemar Sharma, Fro- Yice Chancellor,
Pelciran il Linfeersing, ientioned
narwrty B per el of e phisary
arpesrsl tha world fhink that micrg
crederfuab enhance pob apedicai
el ehsnr b T ceml um:;?\
view Lherd as cosenitsd jo betier s

il per m A AL EAD LIPEEY,
Ifﬂl'hlhul.llqm IMierinr
NI Kanpur. bebewci e !|[||]
prediferation of shomn semy e e

"‘
‘1

-

— YERRENDER

e ——

pah threcsghesat peur canser, Dr fain
alf BIMTECH sald e | Tdthom
off A1 and sdmnced ediech has led
0 e elimuimation of the “one-sizr-
Es-all” senuctare of sxaminations
oo browder mettods of pisemmasi,

d:a-ﬂ;rlnim—#r
ups TS  CORCERn. Al
vechnobegy cvelet sheetes asd

4] adoption scoeleranes, chaetes,
maidular l:unlnﬁ{{?hl]yﬂlpuﬂ

1o ot polles) s me & pawerful
complement io traditional degrees

It peflices the reality that talent nesds
enntinuoes renewel, nod one-lime
gualificition,’ said Booj. Prateek
Ehukla, Cos Boumsder & CED, Masal,
atd for dacades, adwcationisis have
Sebaind whats brokes in ledias
education sysiem: “In 2036, the
Aebate il s Becauss the market won
soderate It re. Parenis are done
wekirg “wihat's your placement raie?”
Thary're daking shine me the data

ar I'm taking ny muney elsewhere”
Colleges thal can'’t produce
werifalile cestoomees wisl'l sUrvise
the pras. We'll see warranty model
everymhiere, “plice vor gredetes o
prband rarion” Thal's it innovasa

Thaats desperalion masquerading as
secutiiilabiling he said

T

LIFESKILLIMG IS THE HEED
OF THE HOLE

ared pesilling Today,
wpecializing in just ane s no
lenger enogh oo mustain a bangsterm
career. in this

ECCEYSIE,
thae whio gotie are the
oL

trends. Prof
Iilhﬂll,;lmd'lhl i
g appeibe
fior upskiling amomg warking
n‘lrﬂm.ﬂh
“Thid is evidist Iesim the ssisg
enrolmenis ln wch ap

APPRENTICESHIPS ALSD
AW IHCREASING
ACCEPTANCEMDS,
A5 COMPAMIES PLACED MORE
EMPHASIS DM HIRING FRESH
GRADUATES WITH PRIOR
IHDUSTRY EXPOSURE

all rwring mp e 30 peromil of scadermic
crediis m-E Jlldc-:TLn e ll-orrmemtad
COUMSES, INetivatisii s rop
activeli” be said. Nire Agarsal
Managing Truaee, Greermoud High
Irpereatione Schodd, Belirve schoals
e ales adopiing internalional
best practices and s reninl
I vindemin

VeTES mﬁ:ﬁm"m
pathways “Tigedher, these shills
nl'lmlia!l:ndnum prusyshem el
p’ﬂhlllmlulqlljltllqz inclus iy,

Fapeiiciili ITTiiTge

aludeiils with the skill, oon |d:m::'|.F
amadl agiiny novdind o Baive inan
cvuly i o bl worhl” she sanl
"Heenmanch by QUL shasws dhan wirs-
eelainl brarssng or ik miegraed
brarpling nlnrmu-wl‘f .:.'-.:i"ll'lhl
b Bnk Thee eehssad ey wpslenn as @ way
fer skiBu-tagrting widinimies. This

P"-""’

trapuhon fowasds sloll-bawed learning
= testimony o HEls & industrses
alighing with edcatinnal ielerms

r Haumonal Education Policy
[HIEP) 203007 suid Dir Sharma.

ACADERMIC TIE-UPS
Collaborathve education mndels
haee guined sgnificant mammtum
in M35, B-schools sre incressingly
hamds with scaclemnis
gk B et rd o ot
programmies kat cembine seademic
riper with real-world relevance.
Pl Mahaden Jabeal, Direciar,
1L meeritioemad how
the institme luﬁimmvhﬂm-ﬂm]

R mietnatoe colloratons

b il Frod r infonmesd
thal sucation loday is defined by
ltesihility, relevance, snd

imegration, "Testibutions that em
micri-ceedentials, digitad recogmition.
I’-l:lﬂlhfﬂl'«'tdm:l?ud- future-
arkenzed curriculs s shaong 3 more
pesilient and irckiive edueation
ecospsiem,” he said

NTEREST IN CORE
ENGINEERING

HI25 has been the Increasmyg
iriéerest in core enginsering and
scieniific domains “Sodant dic mos
kooking berpomd purety high paying

rilen in areas soch ws sobbwase, Al or

machine - andl are roogni
the ken -mrymd |m'|'-.r.'|w
nﬁn«iﬁ:rr wwre sectors This change
| el 13 & very postie
developmend fur the mlucaton
eousysiem; sak] Frof Eamaon of
I Saghrae, The sducatiomis also
mimmiimnel that 3105 alen saw g surge
I sk ad vy amd innocainon
Thare w hegghional wiberest roay
nvestiors aned verndine capital fmus,
dunisk 3 midirable moreaae in
immlerpridesiship wl pasem i'lbjl,ﬁ-h
hi asldead Lol TS
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oGESH SINGH

THE VIKSIT Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBEA) Bill, 200w mvimoehced inthe Lok
%ha n the Winter Session of Parliament
and referred boa joimt parliamenstary com-
moites. Wi The Bill now publichy mmilahle,
theinkervening preriod provides a god op-
peorrriry Boot Endioremesd cosraersarion o it

O the roajer conceries 55 aiar it will
s o geseive centralisacion. This ap-
pears nnile as the BH's primary chjective
s toacrelerate aurpnomy in higheradica-
on irstitubions {HEE) — it aime 1o cneate
greabet [resdom in teaching, pedagogy,
Aisricuhum deseloprnent, and the reseaanch
and the inmorvalion ecosysteml.

TheUrion Foliacation Minister ls alse
s that the Bl will netther impeds insti-
futionsl smomomy nor affect fonding. He
alsn Fmphssined rhag seates will retain the
Hghes uncet b respeciive acts, inchxding

e ——
—

the 1o
m&'-'ﬂﬂm!«' estabiish new universiie

Thevery tams of the Bl commsn) e
It plirpase — propelling fndks lowands is
Boalof Vikest Bharst by 20047, The namie alen
sitamtes che Bill in the deccionissan pro-
cesd off ot education svstem. Thess two
the=mizs align with the Matonal Edncarion
Plicy [MEF), 2020, which sdvocsoes i “Tigh
by cight™ rogulanory Crarmirsnok,

Thee Bill proposes minkmal sinscnarad
encumbrane:and maci i goaemans
by subsumilng knto ene commission the
LG, which regulanes thi HELS, the All
Tisdia Councll for Techrdcal Edacarion
CAICTE, which regulates techndoal instina-
tioqal, the Matlonal Councill for Teacher
Educatton (HCTE. which regulates
Teachens’ Education}amd sther such regd-
latary instifutions jﬁmﬁj .;Ttm
Those governiig Les -
Tion. Varicus o= have been estab-
lished gver time — smrting with the L0
At I 19, folhowed by ATCTE i 96T and
MICTE in 1983 — in A plsceimssal maner as

_ INDIAN EXPRESS (P-9), 26 DECEMBER 2025

nned whts [l el arass, The
umkfication through the paring down of
HEL negiia bors was Thacthils
Hill i= being tabled ey Gy yoars aftes
fhe introchicsion of the MEP shows The fa-
ity ol the Enring procis.

Tl thren cowneils af the proposed
ammizsson, the Yinkyaman Parishad
[Repulstory Council), the Gunvana Paxs
Izhad (Acereditation CouneiTh and tha
Mianak Parlshad (Standards Council),
will hawe 6 clear mandats, This will re-
move amvhiguiles,

Through minimal regulation, the Bill
aims oo provide greater autonomy ioa
graded and time-boand manner to the
HiEs, makdng thirm indaps ident snd sel
Aoreeming Iberresages o [notlinating role for
the educagion reguisor. The single tech-
malogy-driven Windhs operations will re-
g peocedurad ambigalties.

Depatting From the tradinonal DGO
evaiuarion framewotk, which ie largely
[aeussnd an fnput-bassd criberia sweh b
Inifmstructare, sty quatificstbons. ord

Higher education bill frees our universities

eompliance &ith flaesd -_:Tm'l.l'J_ﬂ:'dJ-.Lﬂ‘: Rl
phopesess an oEldnme-basec .r_-'.'.'n.luiu:-m.
{8 shifys thes focus b measirabis learning
purtoom ik, sTudent skills, #mpirmblin
and real-word Impact. This agae
gmphasises what soudencs acrually
achieve arsd apply, rather ihan whar irsd-
mittons provide, promoting grestsr 4508d
kence knhigher educarion. Ths pew oomm-
mission wiil suppart high-performing
Indian unbversitbe=s In s=if10g. up cam
pases inodfher Councries.

The Eill priortises [ransparensy by
mardating enline and offline publsc a6
dlisclosire af all academic, cperadoral, and
finzncial rnattes, I énsunes Audenis hove
free nocess 1o a Sadr, brrepaanent, and mbis
reance redressal mechanksm. Together,
Ihsese maasumes build gemuines trus and
corfidence in India's highstc educarion ses-
T, | ervisians a higher sducaton lend-
au=apee Wi ng L spareney and Eaim e ant
o bongger st bt practices, but the noro.

¥
-]

T he et a4 bt Chsnreloe. Unaesity of Dabi
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Universities are hollowing out

FROFESSOR, PURIAB| INIVERSITY, PATMALA

ARGE campuses, grand

buildings and imposing

libraries often create the

impression of a rich and

flourishing intellectual
life from the outside. But over
time, the inner academic world in
most universities has become
fragile and diminished.

Recently, while serving on a
selection committee, I was part of
an informal discussion on faculty
appointments with the Vice-Chan-
cellor of a university in Haryana,
He shared that filling all posts with
regular faculty would make it
impaossible for the university o
meel its financial cbligations,
including salaries and pensions.
Part-time and contractual teachers
were a matter of survival, If gov-
ernment universities failed (o
strengthen themselves both finan-
cially and academically, the pri-
vate universities would push them
towards irrelevance.

His concerns highlighted broad-
er regulalory and financial chal-
lenges confronting these institu-
tions, which are now under greater
scrutiny and expected to manage
their own resources. Harvana
recently established the Haryang
Education Regulatory Authorify
signalling & more rigorous regula-
tory environment. The Viket

Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, aims to bring several bodies
together under a single authority.
When public funding is uncertaim
and institutions are encouraged to
generate their own resources — espe-
strikes or protests — permanent fae-
ulty appointments no longer appear
viable fior teaching and research.
The All India Survey on Higher
Education (AISHE) 2021-22 reporis
about 1598 lakh faculty serving
over 4.5 crore students across India,
Faculty distribution across the coun-
try is far from uniform. Parliamen-
tary committee disoussions in 2025
suggest that more than a quarter of
teaching positions in some central-
ly funded universities were vacant.
In Haryana and Punjab, the situa-
tion is grimmer. Most public unives-
sities operate under chronic fiscal
stress, State grants are neither regu-
lar nor adequate, barely sufficent to
In many cases, T5-80% of university
budgets are absorbed by salaries and
pensions, leaving limited and uncer-
tain funds for lbraries, laboratories,
research support and faculty devel-
opment. Some depariments do not
have even a single regular teacher,
while in many there is only one.

Lack of adequate hunds
is steadily eroding the
academic foumdations
of our universities.

s = e e R B -

Departments increasmgly rely on
temporary staff and, in some cases,
research scholars, These appoint-

ments are often made without duly
oonstitrbed selection cormmitiees or

wide public circulation, As a result,
some qualified candidates choose to
not even apply for these positions,
Thosewho are evenitually appointed
are unable to plan sustained
research, redesign curricula or men-
tor students beyond a semester
Research output is limited, student
mentoring meonsistent and depart-
ments struggle to sustain a mean-
ingful academic environment.
Financial pressures have come fo
dominate institutional priorities.

Fmancial vulnerability has also

increased susceptibility to external
pressures. Universities operate
deeply within political ecosystems.
Administrative decisions attract
interest from local power struc-
tures. Academic disagreements,
rather than fostering debate, most
often, slow down governance. Time
and effort are sometimes absorbed
in navigating internal alisnments
and protecting positions, Parochial
recruitment deepens the problem.
Departments draw repeatedly from
narrow  pools, where familianity
replaces intellectual diversity.

At a time when higher education
policy speaks of excellence, innova-
tion and global competitrveness,
publicuniversities are being asked o
function under conditions fthat
steadily erode their acedemnic foun-
tions multiply, but {he intellectual
core weakens.

The question is whether we are
willing to fund them in a way that
allows them to remain universities
in any serious sense. ¢S/ =
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Fold Them When
They’re Young

Habits formed when youngareliable tolast alifetime. So,UPsta-
terun SCh”PE having 10-min newspaper-reading sessions in
classrooms isan excellentidea— and we think sonotjust becau-
sewe're, well, anewspaper. The idea is to inculcate a reading ha-
bit, curbonlinescreen timeand Pickuptheability of separating
wheat from chaff. Thenewspaper isunique in that it isan object-
service, its very physicality acting as a frame to both contain
news ‘fitto print’ and keep out the tsunami of drossandrubbish.

The relationship of youngsters with the world is developed ac-
cording to the content that lies beyond theirregularlylived expe-
riences. This informs and shapestheir beliefs and biases arguab-
ly more than what is taught to them. Today;
an overwhelming part of this content is an
unfiltered blizzard. A newspaper’s greatest
strength lies in its ability to curate content,

S8 fact-check, and act as quality control while
" reflecting and commenting on the world.
This allows young people to develop an in-

p—_— nateability over time, to distinguish betwe-
en facts and information, thelatter holding nofealty tofact orfic-
tion. This curation — unlike the dopamine-driven chaos of soci-

q] media — invites reflection, comparison and interpretation.

By implementing this initiative, schools in UP — like those in
Kerala earlier — will be doing more than promoting literacy.
They will be shaping a generation capableof critical judgement,
informed debate and responsible engagement. In a country whe-
re a robust reading culture is still missing because of a lack of
publiclibrariesand access toaffordable qualitymaterial, reading |
anewspaper can spark a quiet but transformative revolution. Pa- |
ge-turning can, even if wew%nmlm,ﬁam9¢ﬂ;e{¢/

o
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Rahul Sagar g
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Why making our
universities great
again won't be easy

The great universities of modern
Asia have been produced either
by strong States with vision

or by philanthropists. India
once had both kinds, but
now it has little of either

he 026 Temes Higher Eduecarien
rankings make for grim resding.
Haotome Indian unbvarsity features
i the world's top B universites
By confrasl, Jagan has five, South
Koo s sy, ard Chiss has 15 And
the Eap B wisdemig. Clilng none Bous s wilver-
siries In 1k pop A0 worldwide [Chis fiser oo
grve I wre inclode Hong Kong) pod s natona)
.rlmrnpl';:m. Teingdvue and Peking, are ok the
¢ of hreakdeg Inta the world's top 10,
wl.';.'tn.rem withoax hope. ﬁh‘nﬁnd Edw-
catlan Poll bx thae rmment
wanbsiodo mmﬂ E::Jupmtﬂ
of 11T amd [Ms, which have begqum setting up
intermational campuses, hodes well e
pramising i the rise of well-run privaie urdver-
shries, symbodteed above alll by Ashoks Linjver-
sl Even so, 10 kmow il indian moieecsi s can
‘entch up” with the rest of Asta, i nesd o
undersmnd why tRey fell behdnd im the ficst
poce
Whe meed oo seact with the fnct Uhaf mesedern
edhacntinn arrived in I=dia sooper B ol se-
whiiw B Asis Wihen the Japanese luanchid
Keks Linjverssy in [BLE Hindu Codlege, Eiphin-
stone College, and Presidency College ware
alvesddy thriving. By the time the Chinese s g
Pesking Uniwerstty in OB, Brated Indis hed fe
pabiic universicies. and the Kazhve Stoies bad
esmhlishei (hilr Malaraja’s Colleges. These
insninaiacs housed grea mamds, Srom: JC Rose,
L Py and Ashuiish Mubiepee n B rgad and
KT Telasg, MG Ronade, and BG Blandarbar In
Bombsay. to Sundaram Piltal and M Seal in
Plbpnnr e, Soarslsmks Ghosh and T Lagiar i

Brroda, and Aghorenatl Chattopadbyay In
Hydizrabad fand dhix is anly 5o shim LFE:LP
nee], Chewrky, wa do not bave oo heri ba ek 1s
Taksheshil and Nalgnda (o think of & lmes
when Indiam universicies [l the pack in A=ia

How way this bead squends=red? The bl
truth i chatgne the British and the Maharajas
te paresd, welversities beggan i b dreabed nocas
enids in chemsehves bar 5 mmeass o adidness
grimamnes, To advance socialsm, “resetdonany”
idals s b b chased ok o satisfy reglonal
pride, kescala had ro ke sdoamtaged; bo rednoss
Iredquealiny, Powes Rl na b eger Bt 00 iy s e
raste. reervatione wers Nrocduced; 10d o reg-
nlabe ;;;:r:r‘.hureﬂ-:ratl:-: imtecference Wi
nor . The qpoestion way nisser what poll-
et and bursancrats ceuld da for the emiver-
Iy bk wihg e upiversey coull da for e
ImahadT order, the uniwersky becseme mn exun-
:In;nl' = anid B:JnLa.:ns::dL: it kg eSS
il mﬂﬁ‘-ﬂsﬂd b5 ke in
“wmdent slections" and the case mlmh
bereauorats maimdain “ex offfcio” roles

1t iz mod all glessim, Theve fedeain tikengs scal-
T dvcyoeses sur Ul uriveraice, A fow -
lations, particularly the s and OMs, hsve
remainid Fuliniormoes nd growm in stanse
Bl is the Ecematioesl rae, It s nof exough o
wanll brishdy when coe’s oom petiooss are run-
pding Full Hie Towie, when the Times Higher
Fdiscatian rankmgs lnunched in 2004, the 1[Ts
were 20 places above Teinghua Two decades
|ter, ihew are more than a bundred places
bezhiinid 1.

The reab=anon thal public uniseriies e
oot llkaby b regain Ehasir [orfrer ghory any dme
sooes has sorne admifalbe privaie -
tiatives, Unforbamtoly, Mese endearours face
am uphill bafthe For (s reapons. Fucst, because
themyr e labisemurs, s UNiversites are ifva-
riably eesited ourside metropolitam cenires
This oreates an srameznse gemgraphis disdvan-
tmpe Whees trevelling 1o o whiverscy invalves
long. back-breaking comimubzg, rTuflbes

lor immernational colbvborsisen and foctatioms
cfnEctinns dios mpedly, Fec naimurs becoms

Affewrinstinutions, particudirly the (7T and (B, have remained sutnessous and grownin

etatyre. Fiot, m he i erzatonsd race, iU nel enmgh 1o winllh sy,

hlmulmmmms;mm Ilgunlilr;s'hll:!nlduﬂ
CITEETs, OCTTss Ty gl an

twsibth care, and krme.?::? - icis %iu i
why o thap 0% of the top 200 universites
In the world afg locabed in urban kuobs and
within an bouroff a saer inermationsd aipet.
Fecond, becaase thes umiversigies are fre
gpienily relant on single founder-donoms, they
s b Bt iindir-inst utionaled {or. b9 pul i
another vy, the daoods Banily and retaingrs
tend 40 be oeir-imeoleed). The curse of he
“Family business", which has atfied sorpamie
i moyy voado much @ the highes education
gector oo, Thind, there @ thi “eadt af daing
husiness” in India. To rise @ world rankdngs
thisse viFavers s will nosd soatiract global al-
ent To do 50, they ot only have 1o persede
“sars b guit estoemind universines alaged
ot Ehvry alsn R o comvince Heam oo Jrg up
with thi incenveniences of daily life in Indis.
whigo “contaces” cannol £a¥e you from con-
snnt poBuiom, endiedd Fricdoek, feom)] harsss
ment, and laspoage clervinlsm,

These challerges ane nol mamrmuncihily
But there is warse tn the affing, ecase privaee
instEutipns Gne not tnumund froms e mckari
mesEline shat has humbled oar pubilic univer-
ajliis The cxsential probikm (s chat oy pelin-
sl elkans cres ok o w i (o che automomy of
the privage oremil tplrrlﬂl.'l.'!:! see this dymamic
atplay in the growing calls for reservations in
privali porporatons. Against sach popuks,
whit Szfence do snerepremeaury have? The
procpect ol orpaniied] moks, FIRS, and endless

EXHIFE A IP#ETANGes — our crnieal palibinians

T AR

by thas these will beimg their o Il o
heel Thus. the mong Mimwr;:'mp:f
jEivery unversines becames, U more ek it
i thes thevery sme miluences tal i

public unbeersidies will work their way in. They
will b prassumed to ghir weay when I0coemes
irnﬂim qootas, grades, aml unions — or

This vulnesability i= ooy deepaned iy P
dieplicity of our I.mt-IE-rnu] &:fm ma"lu:;;-
crifigesss thise fledgling universities as “elins”
anil “neslitsral” (even tigh Beiy would move
heaven amd earth o smd their awn <hilkdren i
1 il or am Amberst). Warse sz, they sesl
these ufiviraities boan early dirmise b urging
them o Becins mome “radical”, @ o ihe pur-
pose of o unirersity i to adhvance policiea) ey
lution rather thas hiigan kmmstedge. A5k
Peking and Teinghus whierd the formes paif
Jewis. Thay learnt the hard way in 1055 el
1354, which i why they now locus on geoemt
ez partemes racker hean o e

Here then 15 the &ilemma Tndia feciw aa o
tries b rebaild its nbversity seeior. The great
wrneradties of modern Aila bave been pro-
ducad i aie ol hio ways Exher Iy sirong
States with wision and g o by selfes phi-
lamthrogists backed by the good sensealtheir
Tethori coiissi Bedia i T botk, fnine 11 Bss
Il ol eicher.

Rahut Jagar i laba’ omaer b auosac i joedrsea!
af BV Ak Db, Fli rece s basiot oy

Thie Prigvessie Maharak arsd TaRose A Feilm
Pevple. T wires exgrrisesd are perronal

\"?’:LE' e


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-16), 27 DECEMBER 2025


/ TIMES OF INDIA (P-24), 27 DECEMBER 2025

Morning Bulletin

Getting schoolkids to read newspapers is a smart idea

oucanread this, thankstoauniquebrain circuit yourancestors
evolved about 6,000 years ago. Butnowthat circuitis weaKkening

species-wide because wedon'tuse itenough. In US, dailyreading
for pleasure has declined 40% in 20 years. In UK, reading among
8-18-year-olds has halved. School librarians will tell you the
situation is dire in India too. So, it’s heartening that UP govt has
made newspaper reading mandatory in its schools. Every day,
students will take turns to read aloud the main points of news and

Edltﬂrlals froma sﬂlectmn of Enghsh and Hindi papers. Govt hopes
y this will improve their GK, vocabulary,

writing skills, and critical thinking.
Itshould, becausereading notonly pours
information into the mind but also catalyses
its organisation into conceptual models.
Videos and podcasts aren’t as effective
because you can’t linger over their words,
norturnpagesfor reference. And theprinted
page doesn’'t vibrate with notifications

and other distractions. When we give up slow, deliberate reading for
reading’s sake, and stick the hose of “fast” digital content in our ears,

our abilities to analyse critically and draw inferences weaken.
So, well begun, UP, and now all states should do more. Going

beyond the daily 10-minute mandate, encourage children to become
bookworms. Help them find focus, which is key to future success.
In the 1800s and early 1900s, reading helped many disadvantaged
workers improve their lot. Welsh miners were avid readers in the
1930s, helped along by over 100 libraries. So, invest in libraries as
a public good. If retired Italian teacher Antonio La Cava can drive

his three-whe;eler library more than 3L km over 25 years, to h%
books to children in far-flung villages, our states can do better.

=
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vk D amended che first Madarsda
Liverature Festival at Fajpir, which is
oiner o Malanda, in Bkar, IEis & com-
mendable inftative. and Gangs

' Kumer s prime mmver, deserves pur felick:

tatans The event was well amended. with

HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-12), 28 DECEMBER 2025

"The present needs the
spirit of ancient Nalanda

AtNalanda, Tateod cransfined ponder-
Ing ower the fect that there was onoe 4
flourishing undversity here, with K00
students and 2000 teschers, in which
Euddhist philosophy and metaphysios,
Wedie lersrare, Jopie and Hngulstics,

* danseuse Sonal Mansingh, parliz- medicine ﬂw:llﬂll'l@:-‘umﬂ'm
merrian Shashi Thasses, hlew- mathematics, astroncary. astrol
rian Vikram Sampath, suthor  BOOTOMECE, poiitics, poeTy,
, Aubhay E fwho had verien & well- ies, and even arts and archi-
“‘“"m“"”w“" '“*“““:.ﬁ"“““ —irnlpmden v o
e ETLRE, m i
% Idess in Melwnda's Pavan K Tibet, Ceniral Asin, and, indeed,
name is a befittieg eribate 1w the ull of Sath East Asia, whe sd-
worlfs festword-cassuntversey. Y908 jad gt Malanda, toak their larn-
Fouznded in the sarke Sth cenbary ing hack bonse, becoming ¢mls-
CF diring the reign af the Gupea garfes of Indian thougit systems,
dhmasty — madtionally dated 10427 CE— it mrunslating texts, and inktating dizlogues
hlassomed into A peRdemic cam-  acrods culnares,

s komg before the medieval tmiversities of
Purcpe=iook shape, When the Linkersiy of
Bodopma — often clted as the oldest
Europe — wis established in 1088 CE,
Plakimda was alresdy over G50 years cld In
its primes, it remained the jewel of India's
indellectunl fe for mone than seven cenbu-
res.

i first vizited the brooding ruins of
Nalanda — o ‘World Herfinge Site — in

AL, By il arsd [ veere thie guesis

of chief minister Nidsh Kismar, and he sext
5 on & LaUr to m&;!::ﬂmwm
irpertane only do
fwhere Jalr founder Makawir inok sama-
alhif, Boadh Gaya, snd Gaya. It s amssmg
that within o radius of around 100 km are
by it aof Jwar of [nim'lnup:c religions.
That was Witish's way ol emptasising ba 1=
the eclectic and inclusive ethos of Bihar.

The description of Kianaarg. the Chi
riese schodar who viglted Indin (S30-543
CE], and lived in Malarda or five vears,
was carried by the pentle breeze fome:
“fun asure ool winds around the moms-
terles, adorned with the full-blown cups
of the blue lotas; the dazzling red flowers
of thie bovely bengks hang bere and there,
and putside groves of mango wees offer
the inhabitants their dense and
ghade,” My mind conjured students

with achkaryng, and prafound
Budidhest schalars Nagarjumna, 0T
mathematical genbuses like Arvabhatn
(Wl digcowered the zero) and Hrmbhnsa-
pupcs. among handreds ol others, making
path-breaking disooveries.

The thowght aleo s me: Why, na
givillsation that produced the frst Harvard
af the warld, and otker grest umiversites

Hdmdllhwm!n :H.'ulu I.'I'|t Pirs'rﬁuudhlm Umiversity with hhtdtuﬁ:rmﬂha:

stase bn India.

Tike Talsbashila and Vikramshila, there is,
todday, w0 Indiam university in the top B00
educational instibatioen ghobally? Wiy bave
W sy acrepied our educstiomal down-
grading, relincgudhing our o moulik
50ch, T pormer ul'arutruﬁ?ﬁdfhﬂ
Fertaps the scosysbem of suppoct that
sustained such an extraordinary instine-
tion hes died. Malanda did not flowrish in
avacus: I (bokriahied becaiss this [ndisn
petity and seclety recognised knowiledge
ng worthy of sustained . The
Guipta kings, and later the Paa dynasey of
Benpsl, were amang s most comenifbed
patrans. They provided endowments,
land, monasheries and sipends — roncey-
ing a cemtre of kearning not as & privace
Y hit as an essental public good.
Ry ji
in tbe Kith century, Cenfuries of priceless
accumulaied knowledge were reduced o
ashes, Contenyparary accounts deseribe its
Hhraries — Reimasagars, Ramodadhi amd

SRITTERSTONE

Estrararjala — as repasicaries of thou-
samds thaoessmnds of rRmescTipis, mil-
livsns ol geralls rranped i scies orier,
an encycopaedic grusp of Tuvan
krerwiedae, The: Hibraries are said to have
Irarnes fior monithes cwing to the Sheer vol-
ume of texms, Thes wanwm d-':mm:mrt
shmes howr vulnerable baotim
when palitical and Keological I.I1I:-:ﬂc1.'|:|.r|.|:-|=
displares curinsity and open inguiry.

n o glubal age that frequenty privileges
techn ocracy mver wimdam, Makisda's heri-
e — s expansive, inciusie, Innovative
arsd deeply reflective pursait of knowledge
— ot ke reclaimiet not a8 nostalghs but 2
Enspirario. In dolng so, we honour notanly

the scholars and seskers ol ancient Inds,
but reaffirin that the parsolt of keowiedge
when unferered, remains umanity's

nebiest plgrimage.
Peavian K Varma & an auther, diplormar, gad
Jarmar Member af Parlament {Rafva Sabia).
The whewr exprresaed are persomal
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Ramanujan’s troubled nationalism

ITEO BlSWas

b2 saamie yesir as Aslas firs)
Bahed an BA dropour ok
of the Madvas Pore Togs)
gaLherec courage rowrite
G M. Hardy, whes led the
thematical eenahilishmenl of
Hrssln Im his cea with a =mall
A Mol tis marheimatical ks
i vy 1 s bu o] credibeliy
: :Flrl:ll:f'-'r"l.llrl.l||.ll-'-{d|nl'lt" MaKL
s vears was o collaboraclive
herricane of unbelsevable findings,
eribbling of §d eas thas would mke
fhan a cenmury vo rexlize, and
memetiomal scienabfle Bmelighi
SRrlght o the face of an ‘enigma
] k& the Hipdu Ramanalanwho
B L s ey et of rowiene
CEiply apan From academlc
I'_rcll_a: lacally, contemparary
L arkanalizs r|,.|'||"|||| |:||:l'-'_l PRSI
il exipresice and the unttmely
#th of peruagpe che mose brillzm
S Indian Beain o the 20uh comtury
The year Ramanulan died s
W ihar of the Ehifafal &
b NOn-Co o ERTHIN. [roveTET
| Prmim il pendier in Dritis
i o paw homagie tethe s
ghomal ac

|k coom peéreinid
“the mind mmsgit jkir; insphis
Almost abwoays mgal, Qe o oo
Smone peich in b e tham mosi
hig poeTs oo 1l e puaper and

thy math beee | do mor mean jusi
l'rl.n-.n:-rr-nl 1|..nruth-- w iinalys
Sood s ructunes abstn and vos), o
B Brusce Berndk ill covered
S Buriain thal haes barch been dris
NHa T, Redl b aribsiry was all i
Samperneiaral. Bl pardicmlany
the bk adTilisdiige
= barsdd of Blinokas. His

-
s

I-m.n_ql'- e

1l
-
A

-

iy -

o teust Hardy's insight in this
Hardy's gelfprociaimsd ‘distasle
Tar all Formd of savsiciam’ mighs
el his s, b o tlie
"Hardyy demp reveienod

"|l\. - '-‘u:-|.l eizely ol

|| e e i'l

mari b s aiichmer

£yl brastibras ang the Chandsddsiras,
whene principles of ggomeny and

ombinateris ane siatind and uiilzed
tomnake the penfc yaliiaaliar and
the ewcuuisitely resenaling. ivmn

Schelare like Haud hiryama 3 and
Piftpals have snted the symopses
altheirdeduions as Yediccrutis,
Fodicaying Alexandria’s fall, more
culginal wark had been produced
nere, ol which the use of zeroas 4
mnmber apsirt from placovah
ke up all prosadiedce, it
also encumpuissss Heal
exbensbon of Bl i gnim op
aad Bldskarss work on Dicoeamniing
ey cheorg. D Cajord’s book.
puhlished by AMS Chelsen, calls it
the phase ol the Mindss”

The UGS nisy vk pr ol sallabus
emphasicss meath e o Indid’
Al i, ofbens padarrilured no Arab
eorepdler Knormarzmis Al Jzbr and
Vamiha Mihira's development of
Irigonometry s a ool far astomomsy
feurished here befors themedieval
[rark Ages afier the eclipse of
Malanda and Taxila. By the lime
(1 m-.lllliav:ll was boen, Indhs was d
pubcapEinenl il fed Dn i
End shadowed By colonigli
|y TS higiilisd franim &
dismmne dn inlessarmeieae ar
from the angliciz:
Bombay and Cakel
with all ks funillic

could o
the indt
beten prash
he lidel
Feim 0 Britl=h
Eamumian Wi noformal tn .

& 0l BEPr e, Cf

l.||.|| Was I|I|'.I
PO 1 el

gapes o whom formelae wers 2=
ot a8 U pvsEC inerprstation.
s inheritanes of Hindu splimuiby
taned inlo peifedr hammony the
non-academicfaih andibe seoakr
math hiohid picioed up from distinet
spurced, Trutha, whether m
mait hesnaics of i che Upanisbads,
ki gupiEliy o hin In an oge
e e o] o weime techr
gdvances would motivaie the
apeeleratinm of theane ol stenies,
E.|I1'JII.I_JII 1k iz sl vigior Flaniy
pmadned |.1.|'.J|F.I|.|:p|.r.'1:n.an.1||.-ll-=n
rnl: “use fal” in war oo arneely, el
Hardy wag comvinged di
maake, ‘for podsd of @l the loa
difTeeno: '|:| e mareriad veorkd'
Thiy berh defied gracehslly the
pegil ol civil Prathon durkng the wordd
war gnd dedicaved thelr effces oo
ihse una il erated pussome of Truth,
which bo Handy was, as-bo keafs,
synonymcas with beauty, and to
Ramanujan =tood lor his celizions
inbegriie
Be=ades sourcing his math foom
Carr, Bamsarmjan willingly Desm)
the liEenary du |'\.|_||||-|||-.'\-I'|| anderii
|||4I.||l. niflics -.ll. I ||l|"'- He k-.Jll
s

—_
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A foseph Dorirai

& dn duranon-
|5t whin B v
sitnd dogens of
higher  aduca-
o Lnstinies m India s
the UE and inberacted
with Tacodey and smusdenis,
[ e fnd major Jifn-
reices  Beitwesn  Incdian
HEls and thele Anmmican
COMIT L fari
MeaT  Amnirican HEls
se interretional in oba-
racer Mo meties which
digmrimens or discipline,
thEre are faoaicy TR il
Tewrrt graris of the world
and srudents of diffeden

and ddelogical orienc-
fains. This keeds ta culn:
ral pluralicy and prommes
diverse deapaelni and
debares, making 1eaching-
Ivarming  cBalogical and
meaniogiul In conomeE,
v fop-rasking Ledian
Ireirndions Fave bandy
any iriermations Thoary,
AL the o, iheare e 0
comple of wisEing profes-
jori who Eay spend 3
e of N SR
ter tpachig e Of fw0
coirges. This elends m
the smudent buady as well,

discussinns and dehares.

Variery af soivitls

Americin Camplses M0
bz writhi warwnms ac
mui':glnltlnrhﬂ-fﬂh
ral, [Hﬂ.ll]m]. wﬁ and
maore. The lvy Lesgue v
snrEices are yiemkes of

HINDU (P-5), 29 DECEMBER 2025

New ways of learruiiflg

An educadonist considers some crucial differenes between

higher educaton insties in India and the LS

arms of pEering actid-
s, In oonerast, indlan
WEE: mre damemiihad pri-
marily In acsdemic par-
LLTTT S

While  culniral

and
wrailing  fecilfhs  am
wmilable in sume, Indian
instinitane ke o laay
way g befre ihey
reach  Amerkan sl
danrdy. l'l-lrl_limrwpm
e dessmed afer regukar
dass hour Az a resalr,
siders ok @ holisde
dirreivann.

The thind aspeset is the
conirasting jenching
siyies. Indian dassroons
are  largely  seacher
eenmred and pobs s

e

LGN 1 e DT Bil
Assgiian meiiinhnne en-
oHiragE debales and dis
CussinE, e chsser

lewming witl probes-
salving being a key smaie

Iryshizen brestpou i cones: heree:
inade s succiedil ai-
IEmpis in oegrating 1eck-

Wil phacking
learning et much mare
neals 0o be dose. Unlved:
stien ane] culeges in ndia
beree  Imgrodiced  the
Chedce-lased Credk Sy

aen Bar this B8 plegead
with beurs, Tvre o koayd-
Iy ey Imierdecdiinarzy.
redl Eramder g ix oA
ithormy Esue dhough theene
ke bnen atempls
won these o Indian
HEE hevw i ke il Bearn
from  shelr  American
gl G niganiey
the ¢ sysem, which
Gicilan= wn indiideanl
peace o karmeng

Juiisei iean irsinsbns,
ncluding medical  and
Wﬂlﬂhbﬁ ireraad ang
conummery colleges, o
cut on Bberal educalion,
winich cliims then knie-
Dedge e mancerel in wmelf,
Bagt, = Ehe Indian sduca-

tieman] sesiem, Bheral edu-
it is being Ssorpmnad
ured the fumure of e Hu-
manifis i uncemaln,
HELs are belng nurmed tnin
skl developsnl inst-

AR

There i & coicidl diife-
rence with regard o s
SiEmanl  Thaid Ewsily
wyererra wlk of Sormatie
[ LTI e o o
mEnis, Ths ATsErican o
i prcun e sellanidy
ol personadsed beam-
Ing. sad smphagises oi-
wmiiin i inciid uakied jo
8 ressunabl @bt

B

There 15 o corckus &
Léronpsd e g Sweproal macks
A grades. 11 ndia, et
e Large rpumber of clhass-
&3, eraluadon B
American  unlversities
ane canives of encellence,
wepec iRy WL [edims of cul-
dng-sdge meearch. Many
Doy poniads in diverss dis-
clpdines are published i
s L5, and dhe Amwerican
unlvissitien bosst of pu-
lle=hing che highest num-
ber of papers in indaxed
Joamak. Indian unfeersi-
Heg iw brving 1a ciich up
&5 termm of the nommber of
publicaninns b lack of

reseEETE Minding, plagia-
X

@

rism and CECRCU0 G0e
lazy ebp B,

Fimully, n aoriking diff=
o = the sk absence
of podineal soddvsn oo
campuE. In recene ihmes,
Soim  wimsErEiy sl
denes Fad the courage m
sprEk bruth i posie A
seahle perceniage of e
dhéril s Fe suiterftin Eering
rivee are polikcally o,
wnicing thetir comeern fia
the drempineeret,

O 1y ey, tha -
cihy I|I|]_||'-I": $||JI]E".'r_.‘F In
el el prERunOns
are . policically  noa-oo
memal ik sodenid

Lk wapor polidcat
PaTeER acibiae on cwes-
s, . the polldcol ac-
dvigin in e Aumerean

FlElz = Eme-besed while
b e 0 pieiy lines
m lndzn HElS

lix the mealin of highar
oL Indls has 3 0
1w ek e the LUK, #s-
pechlly o wrms of pre
g Eazial sooswon,
eritcal thinking, rverds
clplinariy, subividuyelised
beaming. and ok akd
sk adecapon
In pardcular. brlan HEL
shecalil realee tha pofit-
TR S N AL b
miy oL ihe is=sdamb, taow o
wed of ampowermens, 1}
India #ridileey some of
the best AumErican achocz
Garsal practices, U can -
prove ks ranking and sia
e in the iniermatoes]
Erea aml empower i
studens,

Woiewey arg pevrosa’

The diu & Presrmut frile.
Bl L M | P LRE
Ciwiig e, s M Low

PR ey 5B e e e “'!'r
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fcliz smanch ar @ pivocal mcamen in s
eecifiimic and shisslogicsl majecior |
Wirh s vast bumam capital and a ragelly
expanding emaomy, ir barbiurs zmhitiors
e bevcaning 3 ghabal perer. Yee, this prand vision
iss tatmpered by & deep-seased and
chronic msufficiency in ressanch and
oevrinpineny (HEL).

The scale io numbsers

The scatie ol Indw's R&Ddehcr is bes illusrated
by a few srark numbers. Desplie having 17.5% of
e waarkd's braing (sioce % & bome 10 57.5% of the
workd's population), ndia produces only 2
meagre 3% 0 the warkd's researcls pulpul. Thes
ilispurity highlights & fandamental Bilure in
leversgios il massree demograpiic diddend 1o
pereraie high-vaise reseanch.

The situation is nof e befier oo nellecnal
PrOpemy (relion. Recens repos from the Work)
Intellecnial Propermy Onganizatian {WIPDH
FFDes! & mixed phonere: dramearic ol from a
very kow Base, bail overall an unimpressie
perormmnce. In 20E3, Indis was ranked ook
ikl for 1o6al parens Bings, necording G4 ABD
applicacians. This repaaserds the fasiess grooh
{15, 7%} emong the wp 20 tourtries and & a
sigmificant fume, However, in hie conget of he
togal .55 million patest applicanioes Aled glolaty
I 2003, India's share s still e, & approamasety
Lk of the: glibal boia]. Cricically, when
ireaduring restden applcatons per miftiom
irdriabdr ais; & roer reflection of domesde
inmnation intengicy, ndia racks signifcanily
lower [471h1, underssoring thar the nwral
m#mimmﬂaﬂnglmuuﬁmd.
populacon-devel inmmation demisame.

The maost deemning evidence of Indea's BED
g less by &) expendinire, Gross Expendimre
an RED In IndSa, covering borh givate damd public
seciors, has consisterly boreered berween 065
anad (.75 of GUF i recent years Jand s ipping
s GOF grosest. This Sgure pakis i camparison 1o
mzjor ecanomies and isnovatian hibe: China
epeik anoand 2.4%, the United Siaies is an
Sppreimately 3.5%. and bepef ke globelly &
over Sde. Tis frasp the magndnide af
umderirmesmment, qne ol nesds o compare
[milia’s enrire nadonal R&D apecd wich thar of &
singhe mudinstional carporacion, In 2003, the
Chuinese technology g, Huswel, s &
colossal CHY 1647 hillion {approsmately 539.4
baliion} inko R&D, This amouni of spending Eom

e eI In I, i dian df moee i 1.4
bilion peaple. As Widia Chalrman Jensen Huang
noeed, Hisawet's relentless invesmern has

them o be “mpcseconds” hehing te
LS. in achanped semiconductar capabilives. This

HINDU (P-6), 29 DECEMBER 2025

A grand vision and the great Indian research deficit

I the foriheisem
Hirnbar af
Parbywen |Dorgraial
for

Ihruwangrchapyrem
[0 o Saibehl, din

B 0 iR amathen
ang § tumres Havdiei
off Stafe for Vysan
Balaite
[iewpbapriam

Thie Curtent
dedich In BED
ISl

CENNCE SUSTain
Ivic¥im’e aeibeitenm

1 became a
phital
inisPaiion
leader

corporae weve | inkensity of K&l 1s the engine of
next-generation mohookngical peser ndia's
inabiliny [0 EREe vien a raction of this and of
Ciiceniraced, sTategic EAEERE speaks
vohias wbeini the challerge ahead foo 1

So much for the numkers. { are merely
ayTnioms of deeper, strucnural feobleme within
the Indian innevation ecosystem thai 1t muss
tackle on a war footing.

The government secinr i the Funds driver
Ml dissppaintiegly, prvate sector particpaton
in RALY speuiing 2 stasimal. A glotal haltmark of
A el e inmovatinn econceny is dve dominan:
rake iof the private moior m BEDL b cwedogid
nitions, indussry cypicaliy scooumis for

s Nk o more of such expendivare, 1o ndia
huswever, chi: gewernment sector (oenmal, Srate,
higher educadion, and puhlic secior mdusiryd
renairg fhe main driver, conirib

apprmcnanely 53,6% of R&D funds, with the
private mdustrial secior conmibutig onhy arcand
I6AR. Iniia’s business fycoons need o s o the
BET challengs, bun thy dre tretead largely
comasenl and mvepic abour 1. Inclian
industry’s lew invisrmen) 1 dreven by a foos on
inCrirents improvements over disnupitive
inmcrvation, & prefetence fo rechnology beensing
chet domestc developmenr, and & general
rsk-averse culnire.

Thee secind dismaying feature is ane we had
already mennfed in 1he seconsd enure of the
Uil Propressive Alliance: a persistent
academisindisiry deconned, the ssbec of'n
tepni MR- Magavans Murihy waooe for us mare
thim a decade ago thar s sadly gathering dy,
Inatiam academis, despite producing milbom of
tghy shilled graduares, afen operanes i g s,
Resarch is frequently theceetical and
disconnerzed from the immediace, marker-didvei
mieds al the edusiry, The mechanlsms for
technology transier, consmercalizuifion of
research, and joim industryacademds profecs
remain underdeveioped. Mor do Indian
companies lock mothe workd of scademia for |
help. In the L%, companies comerdinly bring
dean o umbversaties e Eive groms for smadeni
researchers i deweiop them iego markenble
mnovatons. Thers is no voch oakure i (ndi.
This gl prevents valimble ressarch from
crimsing e “walkey of Geath™ beiween thi
Lhoraeory and the markerplace.

And thers is no escaping the ain dmin, While
Indis produces 3 vast numder of Phis asd
engineers, (b Mot ambitios and e talemed
afien seek bemey infistructure, fundieg, ad
P e bbbt
A0 TV AOCI LS TER A ATt
high-emiel musearch facilites and lower

ks camparned o the restaf the warld,
The allezatian of public RET fmds & i

copcerained by sliw bureascrack procesges.

Projec appeival tmes can be excesavely long,
and the relewss of hemds i Bequestly seaggered
and urgredictable, mpeding the smooth
BT & Wbl lorgd-term research

TS,

Wi, tien, is the path forwed?

T goal of bidlding evimgmehensive tach and
eucorimic mescle, wortny of & “Wigsit Bharat”, is
mat & Spire bl & eeurathon. To schiews 11, ndis
st Engrer 3 und ametal 8586 ' nis
apgeoach. The mwost immesdiaie and critical siep
= o rakse he FRED eiperdinvee so S0P rade oM
Resas) Xig-wichin the neo Bree ro seven vears, This
Teudres 3 massiee public spending commitmant,
coupled with substahivial tax incentives and grams
i entulrage the privace sectar to rmp up s
crEmibi e o al beasi S0% of the somal B&ED
sperl. The bivcech of 11543 lakh crore Resparch,
Dsgdipamient and Innovagan 1) Fund by the
FUVETTIINI & 4 step in the gt direcios,
prrvided 1 s distursed ellicendy sl fanged
rowands Boortier eohnolnges,

Am armbirions nidia peeds to move awvay fom
suaitered resparch efdioms and focus on national
maEsons I sieyhegic, highrados domaing:
semiconducians, ardfeial innelligenes (a0,
quannEm compting, advanced materiabs and
Ereen energy. These milssions requine longerm,
uninsirTegded funding and clear, meassmhle
sutcomes oed 16 iEchal securiny and economic
HVETEEmEY.

| Unmiversities and seseanch

And there s no escaping Indis's obligatoe o
refiorm higher echicaiion. Universises muss
transini s being purely seacking irstinsions
iz &y becoming cenires of morellegcs in
Tesearch. This ipclves sisntbcantly boosting
fundisg for PhD prograsnmes, cresting
cuimpetithee resganch fecully positions, ani
ruibding worlif-chss reseacch inlresrue e,
Purthermore, mandamry and strocjred
mi fniims for indusmy-sponsored regpanch
chairs and fois) Incsbebion cenmes must be
et pllizhed 1o Biridge the wcademic ndisiny gap.
India must also moudoae o robuoat intelleetos)
property culture in e cooniry, Ths means
wimpdying parens filng processes, strengihening
enforoement, and cresting s e foancl
imcemitives for Breenices Mhath aradeic and
corpurae) Whise fanerds see cogrmeralised
Irwdia possesses the inmllecoug) capial and tee
esgimatlon e become 5 global inpovadon leader.
Howwever, the current deficly in R&T inwstmesd -
00 g ingly expomed by the ooenparisee 1 s
Elrgle company sach g5 Hoswel - cannog s
ehi§ asshition. The next decads mis: be
UBIITAL Aottty hmm A
Dandamenial changes are mol emeomed wich
paksical will and comeminsem, the
goal of Viksil Bharal will recede well beyood
MY, WA

r .
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When classrooms fail, look first at the staffroom

SAKSHI
SETHI

2NI} OPINION
THE PIONEER

s thi aca demic yesr draws o a close, schoals acrass the
COURITY Mave into a familBar fooal of wrapping up
Annesl reposts are prepared, schisvements listed, poio-
1ographs choeen and stories al pragress assemblod with
care. Thiz end-afyear carrcise [s meant o signal refec fion
arsd dccouncabiliy, yerwhat is oftern messing |5 any serious
ewzrminatian of stafrooem culture, soen dough Ithas 3 dicect
bearing on reaching quality, staff mosale and the szabili:
ty af CassremE.
The stalfroaom is sametimes reansd as an infarmal space,
Bt in practice itoperates as the emaoaficnal and profession-
al cenire of a schood, nhag:':g dafly Evleractions and inlli-
encing how teaching unlolds,

When dassroams begin o seruggle, explanagions ane

TURTER AN NN YT RN TW N V00 0 L 0 0 0 00 o B O 6 ey

usuallly [ocaned outside the institutian, Saedents are said
b be disiracred. parents are bbebied demanding, techral:
oy i5 Mamed for shrnidng aimenton spans, and ourricy-
I desiribed ax excessive, Whal B rendy acknowledged is
that tesching s noe 3 newtral or mechandcal activing: it is
deeply emodionad and relationad, shaped by

sppears as Inmlerance of dissene, unckear decision
making. uneven sccountabiliny 2nd fecodnitan thar pri-
aritises vizibilicy ower substance. Control Is confused wilh
suthoney, speed mistaken for effemivencss. Mestings
become rinsals of agresment, and weachers [Barm that rom-

pliance carries fewer risks than judgamend

Fear gragually becomes the arganizing prin

the condizions in which peachers work I
Cwer fime, the dtafroom becomes an invis- Eh,g 10N Eer cipie, even as & erodes eruse and inloarve,
ibde carmculum, passing on unspoken rules Alangside chis is peer complicing staffroons

abouir hierarchy, endurance and who i
vaiued. Wen this space i marked by selec
fie recagnition, perfermative complance, suppressed dis.
sgreement ard quier acce prance of Rtgue, problems do
fisl appear sud denly; they sccumulane, By the fnal rerm,
Enany =achers are ned enly tined baremetianalbydralned

Lindersuch conditices, teaching changes in subck weys,
Patien ce namows, axpedmentackn feels tiky, and ksions
alrift bowsardss rowties compleion racher than o [T
The locus shilts po fnshing fhe svllshus Instead of
respanding tix pupils. Young pacake quicdy senss incon.
SISTENCY Ay adubis, Thedr repction may ba indifference,
witFdrenwal or passtee resistance. Whar is [abelled class-
room disorder = offen the sutcome of professional spy-
romiTsEnls dat bave 2ireq 0y weakensd eachers' senge af
Bafiety and purpose.

Leadership has @ decishe mols in maintaining or chal-
lenging these cultures. i€ & rarely dramstic, More aften it

can tum N spaces where gocsip replaces

RPN Fverape DETOrande i= defended in
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realicles, Kentifing warning signs requires honesay and
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Cheap intelligence, expensive institutions:

orgaril 8 T e L i AL B2
argl B ol paranFzar A (T TN
clow ] 0.3 e e, Dcigr}e (RS
lrm:nl:-altl"'eﬂ'lh"-l-':f:;m
Firrea resgae e DO I EREE Q-
e e e res el Ed i brdew S
pETCRRL
Prochucrwiny hid A0, b dowly
a8 sy I i | G R
guim baiely reghier, I el ey
i b beefi Taredormadre. 1Tel
ey bawe raw e bl g o e Bng
cruchal The rimeny ceraieans is 38

i i T Ol 0 S 1 B e e S

sou par Er iR rapa aliny. ke
radend| TS

Areail 1egla wilde daawrmmaa
depanmaat, musRopd T e
pgce, peblc i raoe S T, ARE #H8T
| e privatm orre — Al s |argely been
Lrgered an iop of aeatiif pOCErEe
ralys e olawed o sliel BhEN
Do bk T ppdy, b dhiciiions 5U
crrad Pred 1N fagh sl B (nal
Jurhrisy remidns fra il A ETEIa
iR, e quietly eedliFLIEd
thrragh 44 R 3O ST, revalun

h

What the data really says about India

ardaigraivies. i RRNE B FIRIFET
The nox b rel The o Rl GECIERY
inglia imibuoc e TADEE G
reduinei W echaekngy. W B bEain
they Arve beien Cichded Oy MHECY
Oecpdon of sashly. IE§ EridlE.
a8 urwsmn Evzan ikl sk
srpachediora 4 pasanTel | piae Fasl
Elurs B wroag demessr i vribbe auil
perdthuhis

i i o] dertyion rarafy b Dy’ [VBE.
wurrr radlew bo prodect [hevdHed
e rhas cpirdie
puITmmer, Wi
incelligsace waa

The

reangyly Dk Hlionm Teds brard M7
b g bevch, Thie pap i rol oo plis B
by LOF skas or by verierd bl
el it relEcw 1oreeikieg Saie
Fragile snd amrder 2 mmadune
larinriaast carfrerse
fre it | thai polewms will serreis
3bd=, FerF thar nfraonechd e
will grals, Conldrene Hhat lormg-iem
DT APl ey I Hirod br
AT e By regelenry vren ieniy
oriagomical sardrasio
edarp [ d karn evpe
risre s thh cordradee.
tian imarirmly. Hidy

[

P arad ureer wirmady une & diily —

LT T 1z ety wrie, ol

s TERLE, ARTIFICINL o “ﬂh’::
w Sgercs - e, Le il B e

] -'_rte?E-T\-d Azan- EUTELAE P shagmiss Wral beh

Al i1 AL an 20T B FHLIRLET

WL Eanomhs g, The M irdes g 0 SoiRg P RER 1 ble, meapsd

nighlighes soarker ealing inda hm
sl i W cpebpe wmilctimink
dperece v langet jaur naloases K
nfrmlrialioks RE DETDHE PR frAe

v "
dzobim roughly r\ﬂn:?-: FadrL

Owemel dioes deuble Fely signn
e Do i hafdware became
rheaner @ mane peorgs STy
el sy raz r pl e £ BRLE RIS 00
i s kb i s
iy brpeaves Gokaly reaps BF
Wiy raTna e aw iy
IBrg-IRIm Yy ArEeSAgien ditived
Ml woatllpadd ko lariading rerereid
ITHEINTRERE I BUTSST FORAET B9
e SR PO

Thti FiRErs deeply for irdi A
OB RITY A RO G el e ne fane
iR F i oweT i Ter math of lndun
A BEDrails Temars addly aerarched
i el A AT,
paa kg cadry. i wadadny, and
ki ooty P e nk
andiu iby a3dal 20 el miadEk, e
Lo e gk [Er Gl Syi@me -
pramer, Wt Beal. aid | BRI T
— thai mior dilobginoe uia bl
e, Wikhor ke Espida PO 8
TETH e & Pl g e i bty i i i
By SRR T TR plllirrs
rminbzroe IR dage e, 110 praan
Al ramineE ] W e UEnEd . A

eapseciea B T ban D haa B0l

N B . - ia

e, arel dedefdn wiridlzng
mizend Wil Wehiegy Bew mals
poaciide. Wieth (FIERRROE DvEmE
chesp bui ajediTuinly NGO T
i i, ey A Ca VNS FROE TS
rion fean ikreogh U Wd Pk 03
ey paire i i A b e 1T e
13 ar iapirhracral gRd. W P LS E
rrelkparoe — b el 1o
resdinmie Arafrml mielageeid inl
FOATSL P 1 S T

fencigiawl brcormecheapat imadiel
W mors-rapabla. The gickal edvardigr
= Jirea iy thidvry ey From deaes whs
el rabg il e o fovvand thaic
b g phr £ sl rialy. Apcwm 1 a2
Wt ITa apleanck. AdiorprEenie

5 v ST MR AT, LT O A
chali e R E 5 N HTE3 O OF ralmT i
rehaiEET AribTelaEi — [T M.
| T TN el i FAlETH
— e wihieg 10 CRAREE Raidy Ihdy
Sacaha koo Uiy WU JPE Fiws e p 10
wr i e | ] B B e T
g i e il Pl e ey

oy icerd @ rea ol g B 1]
i Eeeg oo B0 dgE e T
ireligeace b aborelinl. Beddla®
i ma pager sreme foér Lrdla 1l o B
(aeit — B a6 dp s B

e TN 1 T PR L

o e el B B

T
s

|


Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-11), 29 DECEMBER 2025


PIONEER (P-9), 30 DECEMBER 2025

From policy vision to institutional trust:
Rethinking higher education reform in India

India’s higher education system is at a decisive
juncture where long-articulated policy vision
is now confronting the realities of governance
and Institutional capacity. The National
Education Policy (NEF) 2020 laid out an amhi-
tious roadmap 1o transform bearning. research,
and academic culture. The introduction of the
Vst Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, cur-
rently under examination by a Joint
Farliamentary Committee, represents a decisive
step rowards aligning that vision with a coher-
ent regulatory framewark,

For decades, higher education governance in
India has been shaped by regulatory multiplic.
ity. Dverlapping authorities, ragmented man
dates, and compliance-driven owersight have
constrained universicles' ability (o innovate,
Within the university system, @ persistent
chalienge has been the gap between academ-
i intent and regulatory execution - where well-
conceived programmaes, interdisciplinarny indtia-
thves, and research collaborations are routing
Iy delayed by procedural hurdles. The cost of
g disconnect has been nof merely adminis-
trative inefficiency, but a steady erosion ofintel
lectual momenem.

The MEP 2020 addressed this structural
problem by placing instituticnal urononmy at
the cantre of reform, supported by accuantabil
iy, Its emphasis on mulddisciplinany universi:
tes, Aexible degree pathways, and research-led
IEaming assumes a governance environment
that enables academic decision-making rather
than restraing it Yer many universities - panic-
ilarty public and regional institutions - have
struggled o operationalise these reforms
within regulatory lrameworks designed foran
2arlier academic era.

The significance of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Rill lies In bes shift from microman-
agement to outcome-based oversight, The
proposed framework prioritises student leam-
Ing outcomes, research impact, and societal
Engagement over procedural compliance, This
marks a clear departure frem input-driven reg-
ulation, where adherence to prescribed norms
often ounseighed academic results.

The implications lar inferdisciplinary edueca-
ticn are immediace. Universities artempting (o
integrate technobogy, social sciences, ethics, and
public policy have long encountencd approval
systems anchored in rigid disciplinary silos. A

A | i
unified and streamlined regulatary structure
enahies institutions ro design curricula aligned
with contemporary societal and economic
challenges rather than ourdated classificz-
s,

Research and innovation benefit in similar
masure. MEF 2020 positions universities as
centres of knowledge creation, yet excessive
compliance chlizations hawve
diverted faculoy time and institu-
tional resources away from
resaarch activny, In public univer-
sities, this has led 90 missed
funding cycles and delayed collaborations, &
governance framewark that evaluages out-
comees rather than pracedures restores acad-
Emic facus an inguiry, innovation, and engage-
ment with industry and sociery.

At the same time, autonomy demands
responsibility. Indiz's higher education ecosys-
tem rermaing uneven. While some institutions
possess strong faculty strength and research
Infrasirucoure, many universities continue o
lace shortages of academic staff, uneven facil-
ities, and administrative overload. Regulatory
reform miust therefore proceed alongside sus-
cained investment in faculty dewelopment,
leadership continuity, and institutional capac-
ity-building o prevent the widening of exisi-
ing disparities.

The experience of institution-Building refns
forces this point Academic excelbence does nat
emerge from infrastreciure alone, Universities
that command intellectual credibility have
evolvied [hrough decades of mentorship, aca-
demic freadem, stable governancs, and shared
Insritutional values Rapid expansion withouwt
nurruring these foundations produces [nstin-
tions that funcrion adminisiratively but lack acs-
demic depth.

Equity and access remain integral o the NEFs
framewark, lis emphasls on regional balance,
inclusion, and suppart for [rst-generation
learners affirms education as a public good,
Regulatory reform must strengthen this com-
mitment by enabling quality expansion in

.
The Pioneer
BT T endurnes credibilioy rarthes than insu-

undersenved regions and supporiing diverse
learning modes, including digival and blended
education, withour dilutng academic stan-
dards

Transparency and accouniability are centra
[ instifutional trusc, Public disclosure of aca-
demic, financial, and operational practices
abong with effective grievance redressal mech-
anlsms; strengthens confidence
among students, parends, and society.
Autonany anchored In openness

lation

The joint Padiamentary Committea’s delib-
erations therefore assume criical importance
Incarporating the perspectives of wniversi-
teg, faculty members, studenes, and stare gov-
emments will determine whather regulatory
reform reinforces academic vitality or merely
Mesiruciures oversighe.

Togerher, NEF 2020 and [he proposed regu-
larary framewark reflect a national resalve m
position education al the core of India's deval-
opmental fourney. In an era shaped by rapid
technokogical change and complex social chal-
lenges. universities must prepare citizens not
anly for employment, but [or ethical reasoning
democratic participaiion, and fifelong hearming.

Ivis the perfect moment for India o embrace
educational reform, empowering its Instimicns
to lead the way in driving transformative
Changes. The real test i notwhether India can
reform its educaton laws, butwhether its inst-
LRGN Are trusted and empowered to bead this
fransformation. When policy vision is marched
with governance rooted In confidence, respon-
sibility, and sustained Investment, indizn
higher education moves fram ambitian o inzo-

tucional realiny. ¢io
s Thllﬂ::l.uls dallypintaer -ﬁl
ot iee-Chanedle:
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Bevond crimescenes: Forensiceducation advancingjusticeand cybersecurity
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