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36 Superstar's Stunning Sweep
Actor-turned-netc Viiay confounds all expectations as

his Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam becomes the single largest
party, leaving the state's two Dravidian titans in disarray
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42 The Congress Comeback
The Kerala voter hands the Congress-led UDF a huge
mandate, punishing the Left Front for its complacency
and overconfidence
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46 Hurricane Himanta

Behind the BfP's third
straight victory lies
chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma's welfare
expansion, constituency
redrawing and identity
consolidation
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I 51 INDIA in
i Retreat
, e coalition that can hold

the line in Parliament
is losing ground across

states, with fissures in
r leadership and identity
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How ECLGS 5.O promises India's airlines skies
beyond West Asia war clouds
By Avishek G. Dastidar
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How strong is
Ahmedabad's
pitch to host
the 2O38 Asian
Games?
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Why Assam delivered a mandate signed in
Himanta Biswa Sarmat name
By Kaushik Deka
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Why the romance
of Ek Din stops
short of hitting the
sweet spot
By Suhani Singh
Sai Pallavi in her Hindi
language debut is the
bright spark in this
Japan-set love story where opposites attract
hlt i,:.q:1,i.,iir:rttl ri "*ti':] tr n 1 C
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Rabindranath Tagore: At home in the world
ByWilliam Radice
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PONDICHERRY]
5O One Man

Show Delivers
N. Rangasamy's great
connect rvith voters
helps NDA smash the
fragmented Congress-
led challenge
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54 The Great Rush for Rotorcraft
As India faces an unprecedented demand for both military
and civil helicopters, private firms are tying up with
foreign companies to meet the requirement

> LEISURE

57 Daddy Cool
The versatile Suvinder Vicky plays
an exacting boxing coach and
father in the Netflix series Glory
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EASTERN CHEER,
SOUTH NOTNEAR
The BJP and its allies
now have 22 chiet
ministers across 31

states and Union
territories, covering
over 70 per cent of
the country. Yet, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala remain
difficult terrain. For the
opposition, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu offer solace.

I INTERVIEWS
o "'6)**Si* ssi'*s$ *fts **xmtrv

irmrse $mitit ln Nmr*mSr* &$*Si"

-Dilip Ghosh,
BJP leader

a "W* xn*iyx*d *r;*ry
vmni**:[*, xit* tur'**d it in** a

lneliogirltl5, *vir,iq:',( C i.1," * u*!

ea*i"*ige"
-V.D. Satheesan,

Congress leader

I PLUS
Tamil Nadu: Duopoly fatigue,
cult worship and a silent anger
have translated into a massive
mandate forVijay. The real
test begins now: forming a
stable government and turninl
promises into delivery

West Bengal: India-Banglades
border did not merelY frame t}
election; it shaped its outcome

Kerala: Amid an anti-PinaraYi
Viiavan wave, V.D. Satheesan
wis among the few to read
the disseniwithin the left, and
convert it into an electoral
strategy

Assam: The Congress is facing
existential crisis
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FROIT'I UKRAIilE:
DIARY OF
RESILIEilCE

Chornobyl showed how
concealing the truth from the
pgople contributed to the collapse
of the mighty Soviet state
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W uNrRlD
How the guerrilla fighters of
Mizoram lived underground for
20 years with hope and humour,
until the signing of the Mizo
peace accord

Former Mizoram chief minister
Zoramthanga during his guerrilla days
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How grafitti in Kolkata reflects not
only the city's enduring spirit but
also its bid to remain youthful

ffiffi
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-
The lasting legacy of
Ratnam Pen Works
that once impressed
MahatmaGandhi

P(lWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

S(lUl{DBITE

Anita Pratap

MEDI-SCENE

Dr Preetha Reddy

scHtz0-t{ATl01{
Anuja Chauhan

TheWhite House
Correspondents'
Association
(\ATHCA) could
have covered itself
in gloryhad they

the courage to cancel the dinner
in protest against the media
killings. But the Washington
Belnvay is insulated from war
crimes and addicted to anaemic
jokes. So they dine on.
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E

Hydrogen buses are pushing
India's ambitious clean
transport future

LEISURE
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"Ilatr:rn *lwa3,s
pre$*rn*tn fua:ing
lrl m*{ure;
ratta*r $h*n ;*{
l*raev 5:ar"ties":
Nitin Rai, on his
father Raghu Rai
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