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In Education

Pinpoint the
Talent Gaps

M Muneer
TR TS S e

Asrhetorne linking unemployment
and underemployment to skilling
grows louder. a deeper issue isover
Jooked: India has plenty of STEM
graduates but lacks top talent to lead
inemerging tech. The country ranks
adistant Tth in AL with the USand
China dominating at the two top spots.
Most funding inthis sector flows to
these leaders. India's tech industry
contributes 7.5% to GDP. But without
the right skills, 1s a decline inevitahle?
AsIndia Inc looks to leverage new
technologies. the widening skills gap
a m—ing concerm. A 2023 PwC rep-

nmng ‘ﬂ:\"n. rrow's’, savs that 77 % of In-
ilan CEOs cited skill uh:!ﬂa\gw asa
harmer to growth, up from 64% in 2019
To compete in the digital economy.
raditional workforee skills must be
upgraded. However. a significamt
portion of the workforce remains
ill-eguipped for market demands.
» A February 2025 Hero Vired-Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha Univer-
sitvstudy. ‘Hero Skillsof the Future
— Vision 2030: Emerging Careers,
Skills & Opportunities for Growth’,
found that 77 % of Indian profession-
als feel inadequately skilled in tech-
nologies theiremployers consider
essential.
b Nasscom's 2022 report, ‘Reskilland
Upskill Now: The Mantra of Future-
Firring the Technology Workdoree',
states that 50% of India's workforce
— about 150 mn people — will need
reskilling or upskilling by 2025 to meet
industry demands.
b AR -Amazon Web
Servioes (AWS) study, ‘Building Digi-
tal Skills for the Changing Workforee
in Asia Pacific and Japan', estimates
that India will need 3.9 mn cloud pro-
fessionals by 2025, but currently has
fewer than L5 mn. This shortage is
forcing companies to oUtsOWCe or
rely ona small pool of skilled profes-
sionals, increasing costs and slowing
digital ransformation.
Standardised frameworks to assess
current skills and align them with fu-
ture jobs remnain elusive, Traditional
talent management lacks real time
insights, creating a mismatch betwe
€n r;mpluy&.- capabilities and organi
sational needs. With tech evolving
rapidly, some skills are becoming ob-
solete faster than ever
WEF's "The Future of Jobs Report
2025' predicts automation will displa-
ce83mnjobs globally by next year,
while creating 70 mn new ones. How-
ever, most Indian workers lack the
specialised training needed for roles
in ML and robotic process automati-
on. Although companies are invest-
ingheavily in training programmes,
only a fraction of these initiatives
leads to tangible improvements.
Reasons for this:
P Nostandardised framewnri

Tt!d.'z\ ‘< Race W mkaun-

India has a diverse job market span
ning numerous industries, and that
presents unigue challenges

» Noskills taxonomy There'sa
lack of a shared language for defin
ing and discussing skills, leading to
ineffective talent allocation, poor
suceession planningand inconsis
tent upskilling. Deloitte’s 2022 report,
“The Skills-Based Organization: A
New Operating Model for Work and
the Workforee', said that only 15% of
Indian companies have a well-defin-
ed skills taxonomy.

The global workforee isexpected to
see a erucial shift in job roles, Witha
huge young workforoe, India faces the
added challenge of aligning skills with
new roles. For instance, growing de-
mand for data scientists or cvbersec
urity analysts usually outstrips sup-
ply of professionals in these areas.

In the BFSI sector; digital transform-
ation has fuelled demand for cyber-
security and data analvsis professi-
onals. Again, there s a shortage of
skilled professionals here. Nasscom
savs that India’s growing financial
sector would require 1 mn cybersecu-
rity professionals by 2027, Only aro-
und 3lakh are available today New

‘We Must Trust

Amit Kapoor

Gol aims todrive sustainable job crea
tion by simplifying business regula
tions, fostering labour lexibility
and by prioritising reskilling and up-
skilling. But there is a clear mismatch
hetween occupational and education
al skill levels, something this year's
Economic Survey highlights.

31.25% graduates and 29.8% post-
graduates in India are employed in
low-skilled occupations. 38.23% gra-
duates areemployed in jobs requir-
ing specialised skills. This mismatch
stems from key challenges — low edu-
cational attainment, poor learning
outcomes, shortage of high-quality
jobs and a limited emphasis on prac
tical skill development.

» Low educational lovels PLFS

data show that over 90% of the work-
foree has educational qualifications
at, or below, the secondary level. Am-

college graduates canonly filla
guarter of the advan- I 0ng these, 52.4% have
ced technology jobs. only a primary-level
Toaddress thesech- education orless, whi-
allenges, business- 1e37.8% have com-
s, government pleted secondary
andacademia education.
must join hands 1 The2023-24
1o adopt a hetero- UDISE+ (Unified
geneous ga District Informa-
Some pointers: tion System for
b Assess skills Education) report
gaps Adapt Al- indicates that cur-
powered tools to rent grossenrol-
identify real-time mentratio(GER)
skills gaps accura- atthesecondary
tely Platforms N 4 levelis774%. IEEP
such as Skillsoft " 2020aims to achi-
and Coursera for Mkd!w-dm eveal)® GERat
Business can recommend skill paths the secondary level by 2000,
based on goals and existing skills. Overthe years, at the secondary

» Invest in continuous L&D While
some companies have been running
constant learning and development
in the tech sector, similar efforts must
be embraced across industries and
SMEs. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vik-
as Yojana (PMKVY) can be useful in
upskilling young workers. But more
PPPs are necded.

» Develop askills taxonomy This
will ensure consistency in defining
and categorising skills across indus-
tries, NSDC is working toward this,
But efforts must be aceelerated (o cre-
ate a universal framework like the
European GQualifications Framework.
» Allgn education with industry
needs Academia should play a key
role by Incorporating practical skill
development incurricula, Collabora
tions between universities and com-
panies will produce students with
employable skills.

¥ Track impact Invest inreal-time
skills-tracking tools to monitor emp
loyees’ progress and training impact
HR can thenalign development prog-
rammes with evolving business needs,

The writer is co-founder,
Medict Institute for Innovation

level, GER has shown a significant
improvement of 19.45% (2011-21).
However, this trend in secondary
education doesn't extend as promi-
nently to higher education levels,

GER for higher secondary levels
(grades 11-12) is low (56.2% ). Since
2014-15, higher education GER has
improved from 23.7% in 2014-15t0
28.4% in 202122,

All-India Survey on Higher Educa-
tion (AISHE) data reveals a troubling
decline in pass-out rates for UG degre-
s, showing a decrease of 26.43% from
2001-12 to 2021-22, As a result, only 7.6%
of the workforce has a graduate deg-
ree, and only 22% a PG degree or more.

Consequently, 88% ol the workforee
Is engaged inoccupations that requi
relow competencies, such as agrieul
ture, construction labourand clerical
work. These [ssues are also evident
at the state level.

States with lnrge demographies,
such as Bihar and Assam, report that
over 90% of the workforee has low
education and skill levels. In contrast,
UTs like Chandigarh and Puducher
ry have made strides in improving
educational outcomes, withahigher
percentage of their workforce hav-

Ingz aceess (o hlgher education and
vlmllnn.li (] rﬂnim-
> Lack of oceuy

nin Jr.i'l '+I‘- n! sm[m s Ii.ll']
more than half of their workforee in
medium-skill jobs, Over 52" hacl
maore than 20% low-skill levels

Bihar, Chhattisgarh and UP have the
highest shareof low-skilled workers,
while Chandigarh and Goa have the
lowest. These jssues at the sub-nation-
al level further bring to light the urge-
nt need for upskilling initiatives, antl
vocational education programmes.

This mismatch can be bridged only
if we capitalise on the potential of _Ihf:
demographic dividend by improving
thequality of education. While NEP
and RTE Act have expanded access
toeducation, quality of learning out-

comes remains a matter of concern.
Improving proficiency in basic sub-
jects, suchasarithmetic, science and
languages at the school level, is as
crucial as aligning the higher edu-
cation curriculum with Industry 4.0
requirements.

Access toquality higher education
affects employability Addressing
gaps is vital to resolving the issue of
unemployment at the graduate level
and enhancing the country’s global
competitiveness and productivity
across sectors. Also, the country's
perception of formal vocational
training as a last resort for employ-
ment needs to be changed toone of a
pragmatic, viable and high-quality
option for expanding economic
opportunities,

Addressing the broken link bet-
ween technical and vocational
educationand training (TVET)
systemns and labour markets is
imperative to resolving this mis-
match. InIndia, TVET isa key
upskilling initiative that focuses on
improving skill levels. Yet, only
3.73% of the workforee has under-
gone vocational training,

While 28.33% of workers have infor-
mal training through self-learning
or traditional methods, this is insuf
ficient toequip individuals with the
competencies required foremerging
industries. Only two states have over
10% of their population receiving
formal training, and five states have
more than80% of their workforce
without vocational training. Progress
has been made since 2017, But there
isstilla gap inimproving vocational
training across states.

Restructuring formal vocational
training through industry-academia
partnerships can ensure that the cur-
riculum and students meetdemands
of India’s evolving economy Integra-
ting on-the-job training into educa-
tional and voeational programimes at

I'T1s should ilso be enabled earlier in
education.

State governments must drive the
path to prosperity through strategic
action toclose the skill gap and deve-
lopa workforee that's not only large
innumbers but alsocompetitive,
skilled and equipped to deal with
evolving economic dynamics, and
future of the workforce,

a) distrl

The writer is chair, Institute for
Competitiveness, Inputs from Sheen Zutshi
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Insticutions in the digital age

Digital transformation is reshaping public policy, it is imperative that we
embrace it without compromising o
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T I

Wi e 1 W S e A

L - R

am a civil servant passion-
ate about governance,
institutional resilience and
public policy, exploring
how institutions can adapt
to the digital age. Imagine a
| world where policies are debat-
| | ed, revised and reshaped in real
- | time—governance moving as
| quickly as a trending hashtag.
That world isn't coming; it’s
i already here. Public institutions,
: once the reliable backbone of
| governance, are now transform-

¢ ing rapidly.
| Social media, instant communi-
! cation, and shifting public
© expectations have redefined how
| governments interact with citi-
© zens. Decision-making, once a
! structured process guided by
. expertise and long-term plan-
ning, now OCCurs in an environ-
ment where public sentiment
can change overnight. This new
i landscape offers both opportu-
g nities and challenges. Increased

s Tt

public engagement promates
| transparency and participation
| but also demands rapid respons-
es. Today’s challenge isn't just
about efficient policy imple-
' mentation—it’s about balancing
' speed with thoughtful delibera-
tion and adaptability with estab-
lished structure,
' A New Era of Governance
Historically, governance fol-
'lowed a deliberate, structured
. path. Political leaders set broad
directions, while institutions
f provided continuity, expertise,

and safeguards. Decision-mak-

Strengthcning .

ing was data-driven and
refined through expert con-
sultation with a focus on
long-term national interests..
Then the digital revolution
changed everything. Social
media now plays a central
role in shaping public dis-
course, often setting the agen-
da before formal institutions
can respond.
A 2023 Pew Research study
noted that nearly two-thirds
of adults in democratic
nations now rely on social
media for political news. This
shift has empowered citizens
and made governance more
transparent and participato-
ry, but it has also heightened
expectations and pressured
institutions to act swiftly.
Adapting Without Losing
Purpose
The solution is not to resist
change but to adapt strategi-
cally. Governments world-
wide are using digital plat-
forms to improve service
delivery and civic engage-
ment. For instance, India’s
Digital India initiative has
streamlined public services
online, while Singapore’s
Smart Nation program uses
data analytics to enhance
urban planning and gover-
nance. These examples show
that when technology is inte-
grated thoughtfully, it can
boost both effectiveness and
accessibility.
Adaptation goes beyond dig-
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DECISION-MAKING,
ONCE A
STRUCTURED
PROCESS
GUIDED BY
EXPERTISE AND
LONG-TERM
PLANNING, NOW
OCCURS

IN AN
ENVIRONMENT
WHERE PUBLIC
SENTIMENT CAN
CHANGE
OVERNIGHT

ur endurin

O F SINGH

g commitment to integrity

ital tools—it requires main-
taining the integrity of gover-
nance. Institutions must pri-
oritise expert-driven deci-
sion-making to ensure that
policy shifts are well-consid-
ered rather than merely reac-
tive. Preserving institutional
memory through thorough
documentation and continu-
ous training ensures that
experienced civil servants
provide continuity, anchoring
governance in expertise
rather than short-term trends.
The Importance of Public
Trust
At its core, governance
depends on public trust.
Institutions thrive when they
are seen as credible, reliable,
and fair. Trust is built through
transparency,efficiency, and
ethical practices.
Governments that openly
communicate their policies
and  decision-making
processes foster confidence
among citizens. Estonias e-
Governance model, which
gives citizens real-time access
to government recor_dS. is a
prime example. Efficiency is
equally critical. Reducing
administrative delays, stream-
lining processes, and making
governance accessible are key
to maintaining public trust.
When institutions deliver
results fairly and efficiently,
they not only function bet-
ter—they strengthen democ-
racy.

Finding the Right Balance
The digital age demands a
balance between responsive-
ness and deliberation.
Institutions must embrace
innovation without becoming
reactionary, listening to pub-
lic sentiment while ensuring
that policies are grounded in
data, analysis, and long-term
planning. Quick decision-
making should never come at
the expense of depth and
foresight. This balance distin-
Fuishes effective governance
rom mere administration.
Institutions that thoughtful-
ly adapt are not just keeping
pace with change—they are
actively shaping the future of
governance.
Looking Ahead
Public institutions are more
than policy enforcers; they are
the foundation of national
stability and progress. As
governance continues to
evolve, these institutions must
lead through innovation, effi-
ciency, and an unwavering
commitment to public trust.
The digital age presents both
challenges anci) opportuni-
ties. Institutions that adapt
wisely will define the future
of governance—not solely
through speed or efficiency,
but with foresight, trust and
enduring strength.
(The writer is DGP ¢ Head
of Haryana State Narcotics
Control Bureau; views
expressed are personal)
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The student and the three language debate

n the rhetoric of partisan politics
surrounding the three language formula, |
unsurprisingly, the most important

l stakeholder has been forgotten: the |

student.
First, it is the child who goes to a public |

(government) school, and no one else, who

should be at the very centre of this debate.

Students in public schools form about 55% of the
school enrolment in Tamil Nadu. Children in
Privale schools (largely from the upper class) |
increasingly rely on supplemental learning

beyond school hours, i.e., coaching or tuition l
classes, which a public school student cannot
afford. The critical question is this: is learning |
three (instead of two) languages essential to

enable a child from a public school to compete |
with other more privileged candidates in the job
market and become a productive, value-adding
citizen? ' ‘

Second, while the National Education Policy

(NEP) is path-breaking on many accounts, there ‘
are a few provisions that ignore the ground

realities of public education in India, especially at
the primary and secondary levels. The three ‘
language formula is,one such issue.

A problematic hypothesis ‘
The NEP declares that the compulsory learning of
three languages is intended to improve the
cognitive ability of students, enable mobility for
employment and promote national integration.
This very hypothesis is a problematic one.
Language is a necessary tool for acquiring

knowledge and for communication. However,
with the breathtaking progress in technology,
particularly Artificial Intelligence, language
proficiency itself will gradually lose its
significance as a tool for knowledge acquisition.
You could post-your query in any language, in say
Google Gemini (even children in a public school
will hopefully soon have access either through a
smart classroom or a smartphone), and get an
answer instantly.

In the years ahead, this access will only get
cheaper and better. There is of course .
indisputable evidence linking language skills with
cognitive abilities, but none whjch_es[,abllshes
that proficiency in more languages will
proportionately improve cognitive abilities. In
fact, research suggests quite the contrary — thata
strong foundation in a child’s mother ongue 1s
essential before introducing additional

e(s).
langutlafrd language will certainly e'nable better
communication with the community that speaks
that language. But that is a choice that most
adults make as a part of the profession they
choose. Tamil ‘thambis’ quickly learn Hindi when

R. Seshasaype

i a corporate director

and author

There is no
academic merit
in thrusting a
third language
on students;
there could be
a risk of raising
a generation
that is
handicapped to
compete
nationally

they join the Indian Army and thrive famgusly.
Tamilian salesmen speak flawless Marathi when
they sell their wares in Maharashtra.

Third, the state of primary education 15
pathetic, nationally and in Tamil Nadu, as _
highlighted in the Annual Status u_f Education
Report (ASER) Survey 2024. Despite some good
initiatives in recent times, 88% of class three
students in Tamil Nadu still lack basic literacy
proficiency. )

The challenge is even greater with the second
language, English. Many top-scoring students,
even from English-medium public schools,
struggle to adapt when transidoning to
English-medium instruction in college, .
particularly in professional courses, because in
the school, they are taught in Tamil, notin
English.

Focus on teaching and learning i
The response to the shocking state of quality in
primary (and carried forward to secondary and
higher secondary) education is to massively
improve teaching quality and learning outcomes,
and not to add one more language. There is a
finite time available at school to ‘cover’ all
subjects. With acquisition of knowledge getting

easier and quicker through technology, education |

should increasingly focus on developing
attributes such as curiosity, critical thinking and
creativity, which are critical to success in the 21st
century. There is a need to provide more time
and space in the curriculum for inculcating these

| traits, rather than thrusting a third language.

Within this finite time, it is important to enable
deeper learning than wider learning.

Fourth, it is not clear how public schools
would be able to find adequate and competent
teachers for a third language, even assuming that
every parent chooses Hindi and not a variety of
other languages. There is every reason to fear the
quality of teachers leading to inferior learning.
Despite Tamil Nadu having one of the highest
per-child education budgets in the country,
80%-90% of the budget is spent on teacher
salaries, while infrastructure suffers. The cost of
having third language teachers could eat into the
funds available for infrastructure.

Language is a great anchor of cultural values.

National unity is indeed a foundational value, and |

the Constitution provides for the propagation of
Hindi. While a common language is desirable, it
would be at the tail end of cultural initiatives to
promote unity. A spirit of respect for other
cultures and a shared sense of history should be
an integral part of learning. A third language is
neither the only nor a superior way to inculcate
these values.

That said, education should lead to a choice of |

gainful employment opportunities. So long as
opportunities for public school students are
available within the State, either from
government, private enterprise or self
employment (the case thus far), the need for a
third language may not be critical. However, the

| system outcomes must facilitate wider choices for

students from Tamil Nadu to compete for the best
educational and employment opportunities,
nationally and even globally.
So long as English continues to be an official

| language in examinations for central services, the
defence services and the judiciary, students from
Tamil Nadu should be able to compete at a

| national level, as they have done successfully for
several decades. Better teaching/learning of

| English would improve their competitiveness in
the world, which is increasingly looking for

| English-literate service providers.

|- The politics and the student

| So, what is the way forward? There are two
dimensions to this problem: politico-cultural and

| child development.

The right or wrong of the ruling party’s politics

on the issue is not the subject of this article. But it

| is important to acknowledge ,from a child

development perspective, that it is a two-front

| political battle, i.e., one, stopping Hindi

| ‘imposition’ on the State; and two, fighting to

retain the robust status of English nationally. The

second is a more challenging task.
The State’s politics may not harm the future of
students, as long as English continues as an

| official language at the Centre with equal force
and usage.

| However, if, nationally the landscape is likely

| to change with Hindi progressively replacing
English (in spirit even if not in letter because of
constitutional safeguards), the State’s politics

| should factor this reality and seriously consider
insulating the child's development from the
crossfire of political battles.

|  Hereisa possible approach that has the
interests of the child in mind.

| since there is no academic merit in thrusting a
third language on the child, particularly at the

primary level, Hindi cauld be offered, as an

option as a third language from middle public

school. This could be started in schools in the

| district headquarters and progressively expanded
to other schools, depending on demand, which,

| in turn, will depend on the momentum of Hindi

| replacing English at the national level.

Arigid political position l_:oulcl resultina

| generation of students that is handicapped to
compete nationally. This issue should be a debate
and a discussion, and not @ war that destroys the
future of the young.
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Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radh nan

e larest exchanges between Tam-
il Nadu and the Centre over Sa-
magra Shiksha Abhivan (8541
funds has refgmited the Jong-stand-
Ing language debate. Tamil Nadu Chiel Minis-
ter M alin has reaffirmed the State’s op-
position te Hindi imposition and reiterated
Its comminment to the two-Linguage policy.
Meanwhile, Union Education Minsster Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has dismissed these allega-
tioms. “Tamil s one of the oldest languagss of
our civilisation, But what is wrong ifa studentin
Tamil Nadu will learn multilingual aspect in ed-
ueation? Iecan e Tamil, English and other Indi-
anlanguages, There is no imposition of Hindi or
any other language . he had said in February,
Il we strip away the details, the core tension
nce again revolves around a question that has
long gripped non-Hindi-belt States - especial-
Iy thase in the south — whether implementing
the three-language formula indirectly impos-
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Mind our language —
.the variances in
Hindi and English

speaking across India

Data shows that people in non-Hindi States are more willing to learn and speak

new languages, while the same cannot be said
those in the south have gravitated towards English as th

the

the share of Hindi speakers remaining stagnant, which expla

policies such as the three

In the souch, a higher share of peaple
opted for English as their additional
Language, with only 2 manginal increase
in Hingi speakers. In contrast, Inwestern
el eiistern Stares, the increase in English
speahers was relativel 3

English as a cholce

With this pattern established, Charts 3 and 4 ex-

aming the choice of second and third languages
among multilinguals in each State, Chart 3 shows
the share of English speakers among native lan-
guage speakers in 1991 and 2011, For example, in
Tamil Nadu, 13.5% of native Tamil speakers also
spoke English in 1991, a figure that rose w 18.5%
by 2011 In conerast, in Haryana, the share of na-
tive Hindi speakers whio also spoke English de-
clined from 17.5% to 14.6% over the same period,

A stmilar trend of declining or stagnating En-

glish proficiency can be observed across sev-
eral Hindibelt States, while non-Hindi-speak-

i an increase in English speak-

es Hindi, An equally important g aris:
gardless of whether the three ]
formula amounts to an imposition-does data
| T indices make \ZeT Case
for English s the link language over Hindi?
Put differently. should native Hin-
dispeakers be encouraged to learn En-
glish for broader acress and mobility, or
should non-Hindi speakers be asked to learn
Hindi, for their supposed “benefir*?

Multilingualism among States

First, data indicates that non-Hindi speakers are
generally more open to learning new languag-
es. whereas Hindi speakers exhibit lower multi-

Chart1p share of mono-
linguals—individuals who speak only their na-
tive (first her tongue)-—

ers. Notably, the sharpest rise in English pro-
ficiency occurred in Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and
Punjab, whereas the increase was more
estin ike Gujarat and Maharash
Chart 4 shows the share of Hindi speakers
amuong native language speakers in each State be-
ween 1901 and 2011, For instance, [n Tamil Na-
du, only 0.5% of native Tamil speakers also spoke
Hindi in 1991, a figure that rose slightly to 1.3%
in 2010, In Karnataka, the share of native Kan-
nada speakers who also spoke Hindi remained
stagnant at around 8,5% across both years,
Incontrast, the share of native language speak-
ers who also spoke Hindi saw a significant in-
crease in Gujarat and Maharashira, In Gujarat,
the proportion of native Gujarati speakers who
lso spoke Hindi rose from 21.6% in 1921 to 39% in

across select Stares, For instance, in 1991, 84.5%
of native Tamil speakers in Tamil Nadu {those
who speak Tamil as their first language in the
state} were monolingual, 3 figure that dropped

2011, Asimilar trend was observed in Maharash-

tra, where the share of native Marathi speakers

who also spake Higdi grew from 35.7% 0 43.5%.
Charts 3 and 4 establish another clear pat-

10 78% by 2011. Similarly, the share of native Odia~ tern: the choice of second and third languag-
speakersin Odisha who were lingual de- es varied significantly across non-Hindi-speak
clined from 86% to 74.5%. Similar trends can ing States, [n the southern States, a higher pro-
be abserved Marathi speakers in Maha- portion of people opted for English as their ad-

rashrra, Punjabi speakers in Punjab, Gujarati
speakers in Gujarat, Telugu speakers in Andhra
Pradesh, and other non-Hindi-speaking States,
indicating a steady shift toward multilingualism.
In contrast, States where Hindi is the pre-
dominant first language already had a high
share of monolinguals, and in many cases, this
share increased over time. For instance, in
1941, 90.2% of Hindi speakers in undivided Bi-
har were monolingual. By 2011, in di-
vided Bihar, this figure had risen to
45.2%. Similarly, in Rajasthan, the
share of monolinguals among
Hindi speakers increased from
03% in 1990 10 G4. 3% in 2011,
A comparable trend can be
ohserved among Hindi speak-
ers in Untar Pradesh and Hi-
machal Pradesh as well.
Chart 2 presents the inverse of
Chart 1, illustrating the share
of native language speak-
ers whoare bi- or trilin-
gual. Together, these
charts reveal a clear
pattern: non-Hin-

di speakers are gen-
erally more open to
learning new lan-
guages, whereas
native Hindi speak-

ers show a low-
er tendency toward

multilingualism.

ditional language, with only a marginal increase

in Hindi speakers. In contrast, in western and

eastern States, the increase in English speak-

erswas relatively modest, while the number

of people acquiring Hindi grew significantly.
This divergence helps explain why re-

sistance to Hindi is more pronounced in

the southern States, while opposition re-

mains more muted in other regions.

Hindi or English
This brings us back to the core utilitarian ques-
tion: which language best equips citizens in
their pursuit of berer opportunities? A com-
parison of Human Development Index (HDI)
sCOTes across States and Union Territories re-
veals a clear trend-regions with a higher share
of English speakers tend to have higher HDI
scores (Chart &), while States with a greater pro-
portion of Hindi speakers generally exhibit low-
er HD scores (Chart 5), This suggests a positive
correlation between a higher standard of living
and 4 greater prevalence of English proficiency.
Migration data further reinforces this pattern.
Reports from the Economic Advisory Council
to the PM and the Multiple Indicator Survey in-
dicate that a significant number of people from
Hindi-speaking States are moving to non-Hin-
di-speaking regions in search ofbetter eco-
nomic opportunities, This trend suggests that
States with higher English proficiency and bet-
ter development indicators are attracting more
migrants — another factor which bars for En-
glish to be the link language and not Hindi.

anguage formula is more pronoun

CHART 2: The o,

2 in the Hindi belt. Moreover,
condary language, with

why resistance to
in the south
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A. Joseph Dorairaj

N hese  days,
. Lwords  like
m skilling, "up-

= skilling' and

‘reskilling  reverberate

in the corridors of high-

er educational instit:

tons, The recent push
ards skilling and vo-
onal education has
reignited the debate on
libweral versus vocational
education  highlighting
the academicvocational
divide.

Development
In 387 BCE, Plaro’s aca-
demy in Athens — consi-
dered the protwtype of a
modern university - fo-
cussed on elenchus and
dialecrics. The aim was
o train youth to be
aware of inbuilt contrad-
ictions and inconsisten-
cies in discourses and to
direct their thinking in
terms of contraries.
Aristotle, an alumnus,
continued this tradition
with his Lyceum, esta-
blished in 334 BCE.

In modern times, Wil-
helm von Humbaoldt, the
architect of Berlin Un
wersity founded in 1810,
proclaimed that a un-
iversity had a dual man
date: teaching and un-
dertaking research, The
Humbaldtian model of a
university as a research-
intensive institution is
being followed in the
West currently.

John Newman, in his
The Idea of a University
(1852) argued that know-
ledge is its own end. Lib-
erdl education, accord-
ing to him, is the

7]
K

—

process of training, by
which the intellect - in-
stead of being formed or
sacrificed to some par-
ticular or accidental
purpose, some specific
trade or profession, or
study or science — is dis-
ciplined for its own
sake, for the perception
of its own proper object,
and for its own highest
culture”. He pointed out
that liberal education
enables students to have
“a cultivated intellect, a
delicate taste, a candid,
equitable, dispassionate
mind, a noble and cour-
teous bearing in the con-
duct of life”. He made a
valuable distinction bet-
ween liberal knowledge
and useful knowledge,
and correlated liberal
knowledge with univer-

sity education.
D |

In recent times, In-
dia’s National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP) cate-
gorised higher educa-
tional institutions into
three clusters: research-
intensive  universities,
teaching-intensive un-
iversities, and autono-
mous colleges vested
with the power to award
degrees. All three are
called upon to focus on
teaching and research,
but at different levels.

Skills gap

Today, CEOs of reputed
companies lament the
skills gap in students
despite them having
gone through under-
graduate (and, in some
cases,  postgraduate)
studies and are desper-
ate to close the gap to
get hold of industry fit

i
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warkers. To  achieve
this, a generous dose of
vocational education is
rec ded so that

employment and entre-
preneurship.”  Accord-
ingly, three skill deve-
lop schemes have

students are also trained
in skills through certifi-
cates and diplomas in
addition to their degree.
The UGC document,
“Guidelines for Intro-
duction of Bachelor of
Vocation (BVoc,) Pro-
gramme in Universities
and Colleges under the
National Skills Qualifica-
tions Framework
(NSQF), 2015" mirrors
this changing situation:
“It has been a longfelt
necessity to align higher
education with the
emerging needs of the
LCONOMY S0 as to ensure
that the graduates of
higher education sys-
tem have adequate
knowledge and skills for

been introduced: Com-
munity College, BVoc.
Degree Programme, and
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Kaushal Kendras
(DDUKKs).

Should higher educa-
tional institutions, espe-
clally universities, teach
and pursue research or
engage in skill develop-
ment? While some ar-
gue that the Humbaold-
tian model should not
be tampered with, oth-
ers point out that un-
iversities should meet
industry requirements
and focus on skill-deve-
lopment. A few others,
adopting a pragmatic
stance, point out that
universities should do

HOW
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both - teach and pursue
higher-order research
and also prepare stu-
dents to secure gainful
employment.

Colleges and universi-
tes should train stu-
dents to think analyti-
cally and equip them
with the skills to tran-
slate concepts and ideas
into action. This will en-
sure the connection bet-
ween  classrooms and
the real world so that
concepts and theories
can be applied in real
life and realworld is-
sues are also discussed
in classrooms for viable
solutions.

Job descriptions are
vital.  Let universities
and postgraduate colleg-
es relentlessly pursue
research in addition to
teaching. They should

T, 0 .

not be burdened with
skill development
though students should
acquire the skills of
rransforming and crys-
tallising thoughts into
action. Let Community
Colleges, ITIs and
DDUKKs and, 1o some
extent, undergraduate
colleges take up skill de-
velopment in a full-
fledged manner.

But, even here, a dose
of liberal education is
required; for, ultimately,
the purpose of higher
education is to enhance
students’ intellecrual ca-
pacities. Diluting the
mandate of higher edu-

SCHOLARSHIPFS
-

Wells Mountain Foundation Scholarship
Provided by Wells Mountain Initiative (WMT).
Eligibility: Those applying to or currently
enrolled in their first UG degree and plan to
live and work in their home country after
graduation and show financial need. Prior
participation in volunteering and a
commitment towards it during the period of
studies is required.

Rewards: Up 1o $3,000 per annim.
Application: Online

Deadlines March |

www.bas.infedge/WMFS]

Inlaks Shivdasani Scholarships
Offered by the non-profit Inlaks Shivdasani
Foundation.

ligibility: Open to Indian passport

cational instil for
short-term  gains and
converting them into
skill developers and
managers would be de-
trimental in the long-
run. An excessive focus
on skill development
will eventually lead to
an impoverished intel-
lectual climate in higher
educational institutions,
especially in universi-
ties.

Different categories of
institutions should adh-
ere to their respective
mandates and  their
roles and responsibili-
ties should not be dilut-
ed or mixed up, An en-
tire generation brought
up largely on skill deve-
lopment may not be en-
dowed with correspond-
ing  cognitive  and
meta-cognitive  compe-
tencies, which would be
arecipe for disaster.

The writer |5 Emenitus Professor,
Gandhigram Rural Institute

Deemed-to-be University, Tamil
Madu

s

holders who have a first-class or equivalent
degree from recognised Indian institutions
and have scored 65% or equivalent in
Arts-related subjects; and 70% or equivalent
in Maths and Science-related subjects and
have received a valid deferred offer letter for
the current academic year and hold an
English language certification,

Rewards: $1,00,000 and other benefits
{one-time),

Application: Onfine

Deadline: March 31

www.bds. in/edge/INLAKSI

SBIF Asha Scholarship for Overseas
Education

An initiative of the SB] Foundation under its
Integrated Learning Mission (TLM).
Eligibility: Indian sudents belonging to SC
and ST categories pursuing a Master's or PG
COUSe (aNy year) 4t a premier institution
outside India and have secured at least 75%
or above in their previous academic year.
Annual family income should be TE00,000.
Rewards: Up to £20,00,000 or 50% of
course-related expenses (whichever is less)
Application: Online

Deadline: March a1

wwnw, s in/edge/SBIFSIZ
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Learning from DeepSeek.
honing India’s Al strategy

he first two months of 2025 have

been eventful in the world of Artifi-

clal Intelligence (A1), In January, the

release of DeepSeek’s RI model shook

the Al world. Then in February, Prime Minis-

ter (PAM) Narendra Modi, along with French

President Emmanuel Macron, co-chaired the

Paris Al Action Summit where United States

(US) Vice President JD Vanee emphasised the

geopolitical and security implications of the

Al race. Finally, PM Modi's recent visit to the

US saw the launch of the re-branded TRUST

initiative for US-India cooperation on critical
technologies such as AL

\I\-'ljmt do these developments imply for
{nduli s quest for Al leadership? The discus-
sion in India in the aftermath of the shake-up
caused by DeepScek has been on ensuring
the availability of Al chips and accelerat ing
attempts to build a sovereign Large Lan-
guage Model (LLM). The government has
announced that India will be devel-
oping its own LLM within the next
few months and that the National
Al Mission has already made over
10,000 GPUs available to startups
and researchers. India Al Mission
also put out a call for proposals to
build foundational Al models,
including LLMs and Small-Lan-
guage Models (SLMs).

While the quick movement on
this front is laudable, these are not
the only — or even the most important —
action items to prioritise post DeepSeek’s
success. Sure enough, DeepSeek has demon-
strated its ability as a competitor to ChatGPT
and others at a much lower training cost
than its American counterparts. This is an
encouraging development for a country like
India that champions frugal innovation.

But it doesn’t mean that the first, or only,
logical next step for India is to build its own
LLM. DeepSeek’'s main contribution is that it
has come up with a differentiated approach to
training an LLM vis-a-vis its US and European
competitors. The lower training cost is a result
of that research-backed innovative approach.

There are three major learnings for India’s
tech leaders and policymakers here. First,
India should prioritise putting in place all the
building blocks necessary to innovate in Al
For that, plugging some fundamental gaps in
India’s Al ecosystem -- top-tier Al talent,
unique datasets and advanced research and
development (R&D) -- will be critical. India
today doesn't have the top-tier Al talent that
the US or China boast of. Most Indian-origin
talent in Al is unfortunately still working in
Silicon Valley. Aravind Srinivas of Perplexity
Al'is happy to contribute funds to those work-
ing in Al in India, but not willing to move back
to India. That's the logical decision for him
given Perplexity Al's leading position in the
US. But it makes clear that India will need to
find ways to plug this Al brain drain.

India also needs to build a clear strategy to
leverage its data-rich tech ecosystem. While

INDIA MUST PUTITS
WEIGHT BEHIND OPEN
SOURCE INNOVATION IN Al
THIS WILL HELP INDIAN
STARTUPS COMPETE, WHILE
CLOSED SOURCE AIWILI.
'DEEPEN DEPENDENCE ON
FOREIGN AI SYSTEMS

Anirudh
Suri

- Anirudh Suri s managing director, India Inter-

India’s tech platforms, including UP1, are gen-
crating large volumes of India-specific data,
Indian Al startups have not been able to build
atop these datasets yet. Many other such data-
sets unlgue to India remain locked within
silos. India will need to find ways to unlock
this for domestic Al startups to build upon.

Similarly, India's Al R&D ecosystem will
need a major boost. During PM Modf's US
visit, a k'-‘.\" I'lill'llll.‘l'ship was announced
H;:lwccn !n(hn‘s recently Iaunched Anusan-

1an National Research Foundation (ANRF)
and the US’ National Science Foundation. But
India also needs to boost private and public
fpndmg_ ofits Al research ecosystem domes-
tically, including its recently established Al
Centres of Excellence, to raise the likelihood
of truly innovative Al developments (like
DeepSeek) coming out of India,

India must focus on first putting together
these key building blocks to achieve true inno-
vations in Al The outcome, then, of
putting these building blocks in place
could be in the form of a more effi-
ciently trained LLM (like DeepScek's
RI) or something else altogether that
is truly innovative. That will help
India truly command respect in the
global Al ecosystem.

Second, India must put its weight

behind open source innovation in
Al There is a big debate raging glo-
bally about open sourcefopen
weight models versus closed source/closed
weight models. Open source LLMs, like
DeepSeek’s Rl model, Mistral, and others, are
currently locked in a battle with closed
source LLMs such as ChatGPT.

Many companies, notably France's Mistral,
the US' Meta and now, China’s DeepSeck, have
put their weight behind open source, India
must also. Open source advantages Indian
startups and researchers attempting to com-
pete in Al, whereas closed source Al ecosys-
tems will further deepen India's dependence
on foreign Al systems. India will find common
cause with Europe and other countries in the
Global South on this, as they would similarly
benefit from an open source Al ecosystem.

Third, India must shift its focus much more
to building Al competitiveness for now, rather
than being overly focused on shaping global A
safety rules. At the Paris Al Summit, Vance
explicitly outlined the US’ worldview on Al: In
the high-stakes competition with China for Al
leadership, it simply wants to win. In such a
highly charged global race for Al leadership,
India must shift its focus to building a compet-
itive niche in the Al race. This is not to say that
India shouldn't continue pursuing global com-
pacts on Al safety and building domestic
guardrails; it should, but without losing focus
on building national competitiveness in Al

Indian policymakers and tech leaders must
realise that the US-China race over Al leader-
ship will leave us behind if we don't under-
stand the fast-evolving contours of this game.
Europe is also learning this lesson the hard
way. To be relevant in this game, India will
urgently need to devise the right strategy to
boost its Al talent and A R&D centres of excel-
lence and Jeverage its unique datasets to,con-
tribute to the fast-paced Al innovation ecosys-
tem. Only then will the world sit up and take
notice of India in The Great Al Game.

net Fund, a non-resident scholar at Carnegle
India and author of The Great Tech Game. The
views expressed are personal
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There 18 no easy remedy for student suicide

Campus requiem

SUKANTA CHAUDHURI

Very year, some 13,000 stu-
dents in India take their
own lives, nearly twice the
already disturbing number
adecadeago. Thefirstseven

weeks of 2025 saw seven deaths
In Kota's coaching centres, plus
two widely publicized ones else-
where. Given the annual figures, the
greater number are clearly never
publicized.

Not all student suicides relate to
studies or campus life. (Has anyone
compared suicide figures for stu-
dents and non-students of this age
g:rcup'{) Some cases result from per-
sonal issues like disappointed love
or ill health. Many more are due to
conflicts with parents and family,
often for entirely private reasons.
But here, the personal sphere starts
to merge with the academic.

In all such deaths, we are over-
come with sympathy for the be-
reaved parents. Yet the academic
compulsions leading to disaster
commonly start early in a child’s
life, inculcated by the parents’
unrealistic ambitions on their off-
spring’s behalf. When many chil-
dren so conditioned from infancy
meet in school, it creates a hotbed of
peer pressure intensifying over the
years. Classmates are not friends:
they are competitors. Flouting all
professional principles, teachers
commonly aggravate the process, or
are themselves under pressure to do
so by authorities pandering to the
parental clientele. |

Of the untold resultant damage,
suicide is only the most extreme,
Those who win the race, no less than
those who fall behind, are scarred in
countless ways, sometimes for life,
There are different factors behind
the stress and desperation of aspir-
ants swotting to enter the system,
new entrants just past the door, and
those midway through the course.
Each stage takes a toll that weakens
the vietim's resilience for the next.

The educational order is crum-

bling as we watch. The 1042 struc-
ture of the core schooling system
has lost out to the OT-JEE and
NEET and now, it seems, to the
Common University Entrance Test
for general degree courses. Ghost
secondary schools enrol students
on the understanding that they
will not attend classes but instead
go to coaching centres for all-India
admission tests. Those confining
themselves from choice or circum-
stance to the board exams risk miss-
ing out on the great Indian dream.
Yet those passing through those
pearly gates are losers no less, for-
feiting much else. Some remain hap-

Sukanta Chaudhuri is meegsor
Emeritus, Jadavpur University
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pily oblivious of the loss. Others feel
it at various levels — at its direst,
destroyinglife itself.

Our educational planning em-
bodies a warped value system. It is
not hard to appreciate that educa-
tion is a common good: society and
the economy can flourish only if all
citizens receive an adequate educa-
tion. Yet aspiring India is committed
to viewing education as a private
good benefiting only the individu-
al who receives it. This philosophy
favours the galloping privatization
of education, with colossal waste of
untapped human resources among
those who cannot afford it. At the
Individual level, it leaves every stu-
dent frighteningly alone. If their
careers benefit no one but them-

selves, why should anyone else care
about them?

The word ‘college’ comes from
the sameroot as ‘collect’. It basically
means a group or community shar-
ing a common purpose — here, the
pursuit of knowledge. If knowledge
is subordinated to individual suc-
cess, there is no common purpose.
In a disastrous development that
India will come to rue, knowledge
as such is being discredited. I do
not say this from unreal intellectu-
al idealism. Of course people want
jobs after college, and most of them
will look no further. But in the pro-
cess, they acquire an awareness of
the expanse of knowledge that lies
beyond, while some explore that

e g

terrain all their lives, That founda-
tional research is the cornerstone of
a knowledge economy, a term trivi-
alized by our planners.

Shared entry into the world of
lmowledge is or should be the bind-
ing force of a student community.
So, of course, are shared co-curricu-
lar activities, hostel life, and simply
time spent together. With whatever
imperfections, this shared ambi-
ence was a reality in the now wan-
ing public university system — the
only arena when Indian citizens
shared a common agenda across so-
cial divides.

A young teacher at an elite pri-
vate university was talking about
the loneliness and alienation of her
students, charting their solitary
courses through the common cur-
riculum, with inevitable problems
of substance abuse and mental
health. I have heard many such ac-
counts. The malaise has spread to
public universities, whose students
are imbued with the same ethos but
still more frustrated to uphold it in
their languishing institutions.

This may explain a new savagery
infusing the old evil of ragging, that
classic cause of smﬂzﬂt sm]?des‘ It
was repugnant enough earlier as a
rite cfppassage, most prevalent in
engineering and medm_al schools
where entry was most prized. There
now Seems to be a new latent frus-
tration in the seniors inflicting
torture, a violence born less of enti-
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tlement than insecurity. They seek
self-assurance by exercising bruie
power over their juniors, as they
might over women or less privileged
castes.
There is no easy remedy.
Mechanical devices like fans from
which one can’t hang oneself would
be frivolous in another context.
Counselling might be a palliative
but is hardly a solution. Teachers
might, indeed must, do more to
reach out to their students, but they
can manage only so much given
staff-student rados, the pressure
of their own research, and all too
often the burden of administrative
work. Radical structural change is
the only solution: in particular, re-
habilitating the public university
system and, within it, institutions
run by state governments that are
the only resort for the talented un-
derprivileged. This year's Union ed-
ucation budget raised the allocation
for IITs still further beyond all other
Insfitutions. Our youth are being
forced into a stampede to dance on
thegoint of aneedle.
ur education system magnifies
the general malaise of our govern-
) to focus on publicity and the
vest of a few shiny low-hanging
fruit while the rest rot or wither on
the tree. Until we tend the whole
Brove, the nation will be starved
ff human resources, while count-
€SS youths die in spirit and some,
-rendingly, in the bady:
Y= 2w~
y By &
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An education
for the real world

New UGC guidelines will address disconnect
between academia and industry, bridge the gap
between universities and Job market

e

MAMIDALA JAGADESH
KumMmar

FOR A LONG time, the inability of Indian
higher educational institutions (HEs) toin-
tegrate job-oriented skill courses in BA,
BCom, and Bsc programmes — these attract
asignificant share of students in higher ed-
ucation — has significantly impacted the
employability of graduates. Outdated cur-
ricula, regulatory inertia and a substantial
disconnect between academia and indus-
try were the immediate reasons for this
shortcoming. However, with the introduc-
tion of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, regulators such as the UGC are facili-
tating transformation in higher education
through innovative regulations, frameworks
and guidelines.

Recently, the UGC announced compre-
hensive guidelines to incorporate skill-
based education and microfnano-creden-
tials as part of the degree programmes
offered by HEIs. These guidelines, aligned
with NEP 2020, extoll skill and experien-
tial education, aim to overhaul the conven-
tional educational framework and bridge
the gap between academic learning and
the job market.

The most reasonable path for students
to seize opportunities in high-demand and
emerging areas is by acquiring credits in
skill-based courses as part of their regular
degree programmes. This enhances em-
ployability without burdening the students
with extra academic stress.

A core feature of the UGC guidelines is
permitting students to plan their learning
by designing personalised educational jour-
neysand earmning stackable credits by choos-
ing courses from academic disciplines and
skill domains through the National Credit
Framework (NCrF). The guidelines allow stu-
dents to earn micro/nano-credentials
through flexible and multidisciplinary learn-
ing pathways. Incorporating microfnano-
credentials in regular degree programmes
isaprogressive way to provide targeted skill
development opportunities to studentsspe-
dalising in specific competencies.

UGC guidelines advise that Indian enter-
prisesor multinational corporations (MNCs)
who desire to offer skill-based courses can
submit their proposals to the UGC. A com-
mittee comprising subject experts and in-
dustry representatives will evaluate the pro-
posals based on their adherence to UGC
guidelines and quality standards. Courses
approved by the UGC are listed on the
SWAYAM Plus platformand linked to the ac-
ademic bank of credits, making them acces-
sible to students narionwidn_a-.

The UGC's comprehensive assessment
framework for skill-based courses and mi-
cro-credentials emphasises a !-[I'L!L'lllt’t'd.
multi-tiered approach to evaluating stu-
dents' competencies through intemal and
external assessments, lts guidelines recom-
mend diverse areas for skill-based courses
and micro-credentials. The principal areas
advised by the UGCinclude advanced tech-

nologlesl such as artificial intelligence,
blockchain, machine leaming, cybersecu-
rity, robotics, and data analytics courses.
These will equip students with skillsin high-
demand sectors.

Skill-based courses in traditional crafts,
textiles, tourism and hospitality manage-
ment programmes could support regional
economic growth in areas with a rich cul-
tural heritage. Micro-credentials in com-
munication, leadership, and entrepreneur-
ship ensure students develop essential soft
skills, enabling success in diverse profes-
sional environments.

The UGC guidelines encourage HEIs to
align their skill-related courses with na-
tional priorities and local strengths. These
institutions must, therefore, identify spe-
cific industry demands in their area and
choose skill-based courses accordingly. For
example, institutions in regions with agri-
cultural sectors might offer agri-tech or sus-
tainable farming courses, while those in fi-
nandal hubs could focus on fin-tech-related
courses, By using the localised approach,
HEIs could ensure their education aligns
with regional economic development. The
adoption of these guidelines by HEls could
place Indian higher education on par with
international standards by adopting global
best practices in competency-based evalu-
ation, blended learning, and collaborative
assessments and ensuring that Indian grad-
uates are globally competitive,

A closer examination of the challenges
of graduate unemployability today provides
adeeper sense of why skill-based courses
must be an integral part of degree pro-
grammes. Regrettably, some academicians
stick to an archaic view of higher education
as a purely academic pursuit rather than a
possibility for making students career-ready.
Because ofunjustified misconceptions, they
view the introduction of skill-based educa-
tionas adilution of the intellectual scope of
traditional degree programmes, perpetuat-
ing an elitist mindset that prioritises theo- ~
retical knowledge over practical application.
Their resistance to change in higher educa-
tionharms studentsand undermines India's
progress. The understanding that it is im-
possible to carry on one's way into the fu-
turewith astagnanteducational framework
should caution us to the necessity of trans-
forming higher education.

Considering the potential of skill-based
courses to enhance student employability,
more Indian HEIs must operate with ac-
countability for the outcomes of their grad-
uates. HEl administrators must work to-
ward creating value for our students. They
should remain concerned about whether
students secure employment after com-
pleting their degrees or if they are forcing
the students to pursue costly additional
training to become employable. Ta over-
come the existing mindset that constrains
pragmatism, HEIs must rethink curricula,
restructure faculty roles, and speedily inte-
grateindustry-relevant skill-based courses
into regular degree programmes. As much
asit challenges HEls to free themselves from
the conventional way of imparting educa-
tion, this approach has real value. One thing
is ¢lear: HEIs must realise that our students
doserve more than obsolete degrees. They
merit an education that invigorates them
1o succeed in the real world.

The writer is chainmnan, UGCand former VC,
i JNU. Views are personal
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NEP’s three-language policy
Isn't about Hindi imposition

‘ consider all Indian languages
as soul of Bharatiyata and the
link to a better future for the

] country.' These words of Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi symbolise the
core of the transformative National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. By ensuring foremost prior-
ity to one’s mother tongue and regional langua-
ges, NEP 2020 conclusively strengthens cooper-
ative federalism. Fabricating fictitious north-
south fault lines for political profit and
blatantly peddling false narratives like Hindi
imposition is divisive federalism.

NEP 2020, like the earlier education policies
of 1968 and 1986, follows the three-language
policy. But the similarity absolutely ends there,
Under the 1968 and 1986 policies, students in
non-Hindi speaking states were compelled to
take Hindi as the third language. But
now under NEP 2020, the students
are empowered to choose any
regional language of their choice. The |
defining difference is that NEP 2020
progressively leaves the choice of the

The dubious-dichotomy in Tamil Nadu is
that while students in many private school
boards benefit from studying a third language
of their choice, the disadvantaged government
school students are being deprived of this
option. Why is the DMK which touts its Drav-
ida model of governance, denying government
school students the valuable chance to learn
great Dravidian languages like Telugu, Kan-
nada or Malayalam? When learning a third
language is the preserve of just the privileged
class in private schools, how can that be true
social justice?

Tamil, one the world’s most ancient langua-
ges and its illustrious cultural legacy, have a
special place in PM Modi's heart. Be it honour-
ing Mahakavi Subramania Bharati’s birth anni-
versary by celebrating it as National Language
Day, installing the sacred sengol in the
: new Parliament, showcasing the his-
%, toric Kashi and Saurashtra Tamil San-

' gamams, the publication of Thiruk-
kural translations in 13 Indian langua-
ges or setting up Thiruvalluvar

third language to the states, regions CR cultural centres across the globe, the
and students. This is a momentous Kesavan Modi government has exhibited
shiftin our ed;i:’aéﬁo?yal policy to ﬁfos— uns"l‘v:mr?lnhg cptam:m'nnent torespect-
ter linguistic diversity in our nation. ing eritage.

Rinsing and repeating false binaries PM Modi recognises a civilisational

and strawman arguments like Hindi imposi-
tion to mislead and manipulate will not work
anymore. We live in a digital age where one can
effectively fact check malicious misinforma-
tion. In the 65-page NEP 2020 document, while
Hindi is just mentioned once, regional langua-
ges like Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada
and Odia are mentioned more times.

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
often raises the bogey of the rights and auton-
omy of state governments being impeded and
eroded by the Centre. Education was originally
in the State List of the Constitution. It was dur-
ing the Emergency that education was moved
to the Concurrent List, through the 42nd
Amendment. Currently, Congress-led govern-
ments in Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, and
Karnataka follow the three-language policy.

In 1968, the DMK government vehemently
attacked and boycotted the three-language pol-
icy and since then, Tamil Nadu, regardless of
the party in office, has followed the two-lan-
guage policy. Today, the number of s:tudents in
private schools in Tamil Nadu are higher than
those in government schools. If :che present
state government deems it SO detrimental and
harmful, why are many private schools in_the
state still following the mrge-language policy?
Is this not ideological dilution?

connect in every Indian language. A significant
moment during his 2023 Independence Day
address was when he thanked the Supreme
Court for its decision to provide the operative
part of their judgements in regional languages.
Under Modi's leadership, fostering inclusivity
by preserving Indian languages has received a
great fillip. We saw Kashmiri and Dogri being
recognised as official languages in Jammu &
Kashmir, following the abrogation of Article
370. Classical language status has been recently
conferred upon Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assam-
ese and Bengali. The PM has given a clarion call
to provide medical, engineering and technical
education in vernacular languages. Competi-
tive exams such as JEE, NEET, and CUET are
now conducted in 13 regional languages, and
engineering courses are available in eight.
The visionary NEP 2020 by steadfastly prior-
itising one’s mother tongue and regional lan-
guages, fortifies national integration. NEP 2020
is playing a pivotal role in India’s journey of
becoming a developed nation. Placing public
good ahead of political fear-mongering will
help substantially in securing a brighter future
for our youth, the driving force of our nation.

CR Kesavan is a national spokesperson of the
BJP. The views expressed are personal
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SACHCHIDANAND
JOSHI

With over 1,600
languages,

" India’s linguistic
diversity offers a
rich tapestry for
theory-building,
unshackled from
English-centric
models

“®

- Emergi

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 04 MARCH 2025

ng from the Shadows

India’s anthropology must move beyond colonial distortions to reclaim its intellectual heritage, drawing

from the Upanishadic ideal

he Imower, the

known, and the act

of knowing are one”

In this timeless utter-
ance from the Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad, India’s ancient wis-
dom unveils a profound truth:
the study of humanity is not a
detached observation but an
intimate unity of experience,
understanding, and being. This
non-dualistic vision—where
the observer, the observed,
and the act of observation dis-
solve into oneness—stands asa
cornerstone of India’s intellec-
tual heritage. It whispers of an
anthropology that transcends
the fragmented, objectifying
lens imposed during centuries
of British subjugation (1858-
1947), when Western scholars
reduced India to a mere spec-
imen of the “other” Today, as
India reclaims its voice, this
Upanishadic insight beckons
a rewriting of anthropology—
not as a borrowed Western
science, but as a living tradi-
tion rooted in the subconti-
nent’s own soil. Drawing from
ancient sages to modern think-
ers like MN Srinivas, this essay
critiques the colonial distor-
tions of Indian anthropology
and envisions a discipline that
reflects India's pluralistic ethos,
guided by institutions like the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts through its pio-
neering divisions.

Under British rule, India
became a laboratory for West-
ern anthropology, shaped by
imperial agendas. Herbert
Risley, in the 1901 Census,
declared, “The caste system
is the natural outcome of the

=
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Indian anthropelogy beyond the West is a journey inward, guided by

the Upanishadic truth that knowing is being

interaction of the Aryan race '

with the inferior aboriginal
tribes,” casting India’s social
complexity into a racial mold
that served colonial hierar-
chies. Alfred Radcliffe-Brown's
structural-functionalism fur-
ther froze Indian villages into
static systems, stripping them
of historical dynamism. As
Bernard S ‘Cohn observed,
“The British conquest of India
was a conguest of knowledge
as much as it was a conquest
of land” Censuses, surveys,
and ethnographic treatises
were tools of governance, not
understanding, painting India
as a land of superstition and
stagnation,

Even after independence,
these Western frameworks
lingered. Indian anthropolo-
gists, trained in Malinowski's
fieldwork or Durkheim’s theo-
ries, often sidelined indigenous
epistemologies, perpetuatinga
narrative that clashed with the

o o

Upanishadic unity of knowing
and being. This colonial legacy
demands reevaluation, a return
to India’s own ways of seeing
humanity. Long before anthro-
pology emerged as a Western
discipline, India nurtured a
holistic tradition of studying
human life. The Rigveda (c.
1500 BCE) muses, “Man is
born of the earth, sustained
by the earth, and returns to the
earth’, weaving humanity into
the fabric of nature, Kautilya's
Arthashastra asserts, " The root
of happiness is Dharma; the
root of Dharma is wealth; the
root of wealth is power; and
the root of power is conquest
over the senses,’ blending eth-
ies, economics, and psychol-
ogy into a pragmatic social
science, Abhinavagupta adds,
“The self is the mirror of the
universe” (Tantraloka), offer-
ing a relational view that defies
Western dualisms.

These were not abstract

musings but systematic inqui-
ries into existence—anthropol-
ogies of experience, not mere
classification. They stand in
stark contrast to the colonial
gaze, which sought to dissect
rather than connect, and they
lay the foundation for a rei-
magined Indian anthropology.

Post-independence, Indian
scholars began to loosen the
colonial yoke. MN Srinivas,
in The Remembered Village
(1976), wrote, “The anthro-
pologist’s strength lies in his
ability to see the large in the
small,” grounding his study of
caste in lived realities rai
than imported abstractions.
His concept of Sanskritization
recast caste as a fluid process,
not a fossilized structure. AR
Desai, in Social Background
of Indian Nationalism (1948),
exposed the economic vio-
lence of British rule: “British
rule destroyed the self-suffi-
cient village economy, turning
artisans into paupers and peas-
ants into laborers” His work
infused anthropology with
historical depth, challenging
Western ahistorical models.

These efforts reflect a grow-
ing assertion of India’s intellec-
tual agency, aligning with the
Upanishadic ideal of unity in
understanding—a synthesis
of past and present, local and
universal.

Modern scholars amplify
this call, institutions like
Indira Gandhi National Cen-
tre for the Arts exemplifies
this shift through its divisions
like Janapada Sampada and
Kala Nidhi. Janapada Sam-
pada, dedicated to folk and

ve

of unity in knowing and being to develop an indigenous epistemology

janjatiya lifestyles, documents
India’s living cultures with a
reverence for their interde-
pendence with nature and
society—echoing the Rigve-
da’s ecological harmony. Kala
Nidhi, a vast archive of texts
and artifacts, preserves India's
cultural knowledge, offering
a repository for rethinking
human experience beyond
Western categories. These
initiatives embody a vision of
anthropology as a dynamic,
participatory tradition, not a
sterile import, quietly urging
a return to India’s own epis-
temic roots. To transcend
‘Western frameworks, Indian
anthropology must embrace
its own voices—janjatiya nar-
ratives, regional languages,
and oral histories. With over
1,600 languages, India’s lin-
guistic diversity offers a rich
tapestry for theory-building,
unshackled from English-cen-
tric models.

Indian  anthropology
beyond the West is a journ
inward, guided by the Upa-
nishadic ruth that knowing
is being. From the Rigveda’s
ecological wisdom to Srinivas’
village insights, it weaves a dis-
cipline that honors India’s past
while shaping its future. Insti-
tutions and scholars through
their quiet yet profound work,
light the path—offering not
just a critique of colonial shad-
ows, but a radiant vision of
anthropology as India’s gift to
itself and the world.

The writer is a distinguished lit-
erary figure and serves as the
Member Secretary of IGNCA.

Views expressed are personal
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Declining trend in PhD enrolment

STATESMAN (P-11), 04 MARCH 2025

hampering research ecosystem

BIJU DHARMAPALAN

nrecentyears, Indiahas witnessed

a disturbing trend—a decline in

PhD enrolments in national insti-
S futions. According to the All India
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
2021-22, the total number of PhD enrol-
e oodatupptasi
S n ing for only 0.5 per
cent of the total student enrolment.
While this figure has shown a gradual
increase over the years, recent data
from premierinstitutions such as1ITs,
11Sc, and central universities indicate
aworrying decline in PhD admissions.
Forinstance, [IT Bombay saw a nearly
30 per cent drop in PhD applications
in 2022 compared to previous years,
and similar trends have been observed
in other IITs and NITs. Many national
institutions couldn’t find quality can-
didates from those who have qualified
fornational-level testslike CSIR, GATE,
etc.

This trend could have far-reach-
ing consequences for the country’s
research ecosystem and global com-
petitiveness if left unchecked. Doctor-
al education is pivotal in knowledge
creation, innovation, and economic
growth. A shrinking pool of PhD
scholars threatens India's academic
and industrial research output and
undermines its aspirations of becom-
ing a knowledge superpower.
Research institutions are the bedrock
of scientific and technological
advancements, serving as hubs for
innovation, discovery, and intellectual
progress. While principal investiga-
tors, faculty members, and senior sci-
entists often receive the limelight for
breakthroughs, the research schol-
ars—doctoral candidates, post-doc-
toral fellows, and junior researchers—
form the backbone of these institu-
tions. They drive experimental work,
data analysis, and the continuous
pursuit of new knowledge. Without
these people, none of our scientific
institutions could survive even for a
day.

Moreover, India's research output
is already lower than that of global
leaders. As per the SCImago Journal
Itank (SJI), India ranked 9th globally
in terms of research publications in
2022. However, the quality of publi-
catinns, as measured by citation
impact, remains below that of coun-
iries like the 1S, China, and Germanr.
A dedline in PhD enrolments will only
cracerbale this issue, leading o a
weaker rescarch foundation and fewer
high-impact studices. )

A major contributing lactor is the
lack of adequate financial incentives

and job security for PhD holders.
Research scholars often struggle with
inadequate stipends that do not
match the rising cost of living. While
the government provides research fel-
lowships through bodies such as the
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) and the University
Grants Commission (UGC), these
funds are often delayed, causing dis-
tress among students. The research
output from many Indian institutions
is mcreasinsly becoming disconnect-
ed from industry needs and global
trends. A significant portion of PhD
research remains conlined to theoret-
ical explorations with limited practical
applications. The lack of collaboration
between academia and industry
reduces the incentives for students to
engage in meaningful, impactful
research.

Despite their critical contribu-
tions, research scholars often face
numerous challenges, including fund-
ing constraints, lack of job security,
and the pressure to publish. Long
hours in the lab, coupled with the
-demand for high-quality research out-
puts, can take a toll on their well-
being. Institutions must recognize
these challenges and work towards
creating a supportive environment
that ensures their intellectual and per-
sonal growth.

Another significant factor con-
tributing to the current state of
research is the change in-attitude
among present-generation young-
sters. Many are less willing to endure
the pain‘'and challenges associated
with PhD work, which can take four
to eight years of their productive peri-
od. Their focus seems to be on
smart work and higher financial
returns rather than long-term
intellectual pursuits. This shift
in priorities is impacting the
research ecosystem, with fewer
individuals opting for rigorous
academic research.

Moreover, the lack of lucra-
tive career opportunities post-
PhD discourages many [rom
taking up doctoral research.
While undergraduate and
postgraduate programs
attract significant enrol-
ments due to their immedi- |
ate employability prospects,
doctoral rescarch is often J§
viewed as a long, arduous [
journey with uncertain ¥
career rewards. Many PhD 7§
holders are forced to work on
meagre salaries in many aca-
demic institutions, In industry,

the salary package of a PhD holder is
poor compared to people with mere
diplomas and degrees. Higher quali-
fication is a disqualification for many
industries. The'stagnation of research
fellowships, delays in stipend dis-
bursement, and the lack of well-struc-
tured post-doctoral opportunities fur-
ther deter students from pursuing
research.

A strong doctoral program is
essential for maintaining academic
excellence in universities. Fewer PhD
students mean fewer research publi-
cations, reduced global rankings, and
decreased funding opportunities.
This, in turn, affects the credibility of
national institutions, making them
less attractive to international collab-

_ prations and student exchange pro-
grams. A weak research culture forces .

India to rely on foreign technologies
and innovations, increasing depend-
ency on imports and reducing self-
reliance. This hampers the govern-
ment's vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
(self-reliant India), making the coun-
try vulnerable to technological and
economic dependencies.

The declining trend in PhD enrol-
ment is a serious concern that needs
immediate attention. Ifnot addressed,

it will severely impact India's research.

ecosystern, innovation potential, and
global competitiveness. A multi-
pronged approach involving financial
reforms, policy changes, industry
integration,-and global collabo-
rations is the need of the
hour. By creating a robust
and attractive research _°
environment, India -

can reclaim its position as a leader in
knowledge creation and scientific
advancements. The future of India’s
intellectual and technological
progress depends on how effectively
we tackle this challenge today.

Research scholars are not merely
assistants or trainees; they are integral
to the progress of research institu-
tions. Their relentless pursuit of
knowledge, innovative thinking, and
dedication ensure that research con-
tinues to evolve, addressing global
challenges and improving lives. Rec-
ognizing their contributions and sup-
porting their journey is essential for
the sustained advancement of science
and technology. Every year, during
National Science Day and Technology
Day, we remember the contributions
of our scientific community, but we
rarely remember the actual heroes of
science, the research scholars. Every
policymaker must evolve a culture
where our research scholars are val-
ued and respected for building a
developed nation.

The wﬁ!lter is the Dean-Academic Affairs, Gardan
cley U uemt!. Ban?alore and Adjunct faculty
fiatianal institlite of Advanced studies, Bangalore
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| BORN IN USA. BACK IN BHARAT

TIMES OF INDIA (P-16), 04 MA|

US stands to IOsq bi_g frc_)m birthright citizenship order. India can gain if it creates an
ecosystem to retain its highly skilled talent, and absorb those who may want to return

Adya Madhavan

Trump’s first action on assumin
office — an executive order ending
birthright citizenship - is proving to
bealonglegal battle before implementa-
B tion. Eighteen states have sued the
@~ 'V federal govt over the executive order.
| Thereis also strong public disapproval —a Pew survey
in end Feb found 56% of US adults disapprove of
Trump’s order that seeks to change who gets access to
American citizenship.

The order was supposed to kick in on Feb 19, but
courts have repeatedly blocked its roll-out - the latest
beinga Virginia appeals court. While the matteris in
court, itis worth notingthatone beneficiary of birth-
right citizenship is US itself. Diaspora communities
and second-generation immigrants make upa chunk
of its workforce, especially in the tech industry.

The order excludes children born under two sets of
circumstances from US citizenship. First, where the
mother is unlawfully present, and the father is either
not a citizen of US or is not a lawful permanent
resident. Second, where the mother has a temporary
status—such asastudentor work visa—and thefatheris
either nota US citizen ora lawful permanent resident.

US currently offers many forms of temporary
permits for employment and educational opportunities
to foreign nationals. Children of foreign nationals,
irrespective of their nationality and their parents’
immigration status, are entitled to US citizenship. -

Last year, Indian nationals made up approximately
75% of the recipients of H-1B visas, many of whom
were employed in the tech industry that relies heavily
on high-skilled immigrants, mostly on temporary work
visas such as H-1B. Revoking birthright citizenshi_p
is adeterrent for this lot, given the uncertainty of their
children's future, Tech industry islikely toface ashort-
fall of over a million skilled workers in years ahead.
International talent is arguably the need of the hour
for America.

3

‘permits are driven by similar

For India, this move could be beneficial although it
would interfere with aspirations of Indians looking
to work in US. While some temporary visa holders
would opt to work in other foreign countries with
less stringent citizenship laws, this order - if passed —
would increase the number of Indian professionals
stayingback inIndia. 3

Some of India’s best minds in fields
such as medicine and engineering
graduate from Indian universities and
work in US. Driving factors are better *
pay and potential for children to grow
up in US and access better education
and infra that a US citizenship is
perceived to bring with it. Bright
young Indians who head to US for
higher .studies on temporary

aspirations. Revoking birthright
citizenship could lead to an influx
of skilled professionals - some-
thing India has been attempting
toachievebuthasstruggled with.
This reverse brain drain could
bolster India's tech industry that's
already projected to grow, allowing
India to position itself as a more
significant player globally.

India now has a booming startup
ecosystem, with cities such as Benga-
Iuru and Mumbai serving as centres
for innovationthat could generatejobs
for Indians who return or choose to
stay back. Moreover, Indian companies . N
too offer competitive salaries, and Bengaluru
is known for offering large salary packages to
junior- to mid-level employees in the tech industry
Govt also is actively promoting the return of NRIs to
India and is promoting jobs in emerging sectors such

‘as clean energy and fintech.

Inordertoaccessskilled talent, US companies may

resort to establishing or expanding their operations
in India, which can foster bilateral tech collaborations.
India is currently home to many Global Capability
Centres (GCCs), such as the Microsoft India Develop-
ment Centre and Goldman Sachs Services India,
which are important components of these corpora-
. tions’ operations. With a decrease in .
foreign tech talent in US, there is
likely to be an increase in the number
of GCCs, and those already established
could scale up.
| While the number of GCCs may
| hurt India’s IT and tech firms, the
' overall number of skilled professionals
would benefit the country Indian tech
firms could have many more outsour-
cingand partnership opportunities
headed their way. Currently, India
has also struggled to establish
itself as a leading player in fields
such as Al blockchain, and quan-
tum computing. The increase in
skilled professionals who would
remain in the country will likely
grow India’s high-tech capabilities.
In the long run, increased demand
for local opportunities could catalyse
theexpansion of India’stech-training
ecosystem. This would be beneficial
| for the Indian economy as well, as
it would increase ‘the tax-paying
population. !

Even if the order is finally imple-
mented, it may not be the worstoutcome
for India. Whether costs for the American tech
industry were an outcome that Trump accounted

for when he signed the executive order remains to
be seen, but it could prove to be beneficial for India.
America’s talent lost may turn out to be India's
brain gain.

The writer isaresearch analyst at Takshashila Institution
=i \G
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viTiT MUNTARBHQRN

< 8B€ of Artificial Intelligence
is very much here, The term
“Benerative AI” is now common-
g];;:ea;‘;lﬂ’l ;:he public fascinated
ive
such as written and ajclo creaions. In
l:;.l‘ the world is moving towards Artifi-
General Intelligence (AGI) whereby
;Ubﬂts will be able to match and even
utdo human intelligence. Aptly, its rela-
tionship with children (under 18 years)
invites reflection and precaution.

On the one hand, Al can bring
great benefits, building on the
strengths of existing digitalization. It
can be a useful educational tool, such
as to help children who face learning
difficulties or disabilities. It is a tech-
nology of connectivity and helps to
facilitate communication and infor-
mation dissemination. It can act as
an instrument of leisure, such as to
invent games. It can promote human
efficiency, such as to deal with repet-
itive tasks in the medical field.

On the other hand, Al also brings
risks. It might be a tool of exploitation,
such as in relation to sexual abuse and
exploitation. Itis a technology of alien-
ation used for bullying, hate speech, dis-
crimination and violence. Itlends itself
to information distortion and manipu-
lation, such as hallucinations, fakes and
scams, misinformation and disinforma-
tion, propaganda and surveillance. It is
an instrument of stress, replete with
addiction and superficial self-validation.
It is emerging as an instrument of
human subjugation and dejection, espe-
cially when and where it controls
human lives perhaps absolutely.

How then is the world communi-
ty to handle that ambivalence? The
international guiding framework is the
Convention on the Rights of the Child

that A7

STATESMAN (P-7), 05 MARCH 2025

Pl‘Otectlng children in the age of Al
TS -

and its General Comment No.25 on
children'’s rights in the digital environ-
ment, highlighting child protection.

In reality, implementation is
open to a variety of orientations, bear-
ing in mind that both Al and related
responses are in a state of flux.

On one front, there is the two-
track situation whereby a general
approach is contrasted with a more
specific approach in handling the rela-
tionship between Al and children. The
former is exemplified by various laws
and guidelines of a general nature,
such as to protect children's privacy
and safety and to highlight Al trans-
parency, especially to help explain the
pros and cons of Al to children.

The more specific approach is to
target various sectors for action.
Twenty five years ago, the Online Pri-
vacy Child Protection Act of the US
offered a preview. It imposed a con-
dition related to minimum age; chil-
dren under 13 years old cannot con-
sent to have their data revealed. In
2025, California opted for this addi-
tional, specific intervention. Its recent
Patients Communications' law stipu-
lates that healthcare facilities using Al
must adopt clear disclaimers when
there is Al-generated content. There
is a kind of “watermarking” or label-
ing of Al generated content. The pos-
sibility of contacting human health
care providers must also be available.

On another front, there is the
contrasting vision between ethical
guidelines of a persuasive nature con-
cerning Al utilization and the pre-
scriptive approach of binding regula-
tions with consequential accountabil-
ity in the case of violations. The ethi-
cal approach has emerged from some
international agencies and it high-
lights basic principles, such as “Do No
Harm", safety and security, privacy

and data protection, responsibility
and accountability, transparency and
explainability of Al's functions.

The prime example of the pre-
scriptive approach is the European
Union (EU) 's Al Act, in force in 2025.
There is a list of prohibited practices.
Social profiling, where data might be
used to discriminate against people,
is forbidden. Subliminal targeting of
children’s emotions as a kind of
manipulation is proscribed. The col-
lection of real-time biometric data for
surveillance purposes is not allowed,
although there might be some leeway

- in regard to national security. With

lesser risks, the business sector is
called upon to have Codes of Conduct
as a kind of self-regulation for policing
itself, subject to linking up with the EU
supervisory system as a whole. Viola-
tions can lead to massive fines.
Globally, certain realities are
inevitable. Where there is illegal con-
tent, such as the sexual abuse and
sexual exploitation of children, for
instance child pornography, national
laws already prohibit such practices
and they automatically apply to Al
related actions. However, there might
be differences in regard to whether
children appearing in Al generated
content are real children or merely
digitally generated. The issue is not
settled internationally, although child
protection groups prefer to prohibit
all images of children in such situa-
tions, without having to prove
whether real children are involved.
From another dimension, there is
the issue of how to deal with harmful
content which is not illegal. For exam-
ple, the mere fact that X hates Y is not
necessarily illegal in international law
or national law. Other actions may
thus be required. At present, the dig-
ital industry, especially its developers

and deployers. have already adopted
some tools through self-regulation to
moderate content and take down
harmful content, at times with and
through filtering. For instance, many
platforms have Codes against homo-
phobic messages and they delete
them, even if the national law nearby
does not prohibit such content. This
might also cover various forms of bul-
lying and grooming of children which
might otherwise lead to discrimina-
tion or violence.

The key lies with digital and Al lit-
eracy so that the public, especially
children, parents and teachers, are
able to enjoy the benefits of technol-
ogy safely, securely, “smartly” and sus-
tainably. This can be helped by the Al
industry where it ensures that its
members are Al literate from the angle
of assessing the risks as part of due
diligence and mitigating them, with
guardrails balancing between freedom
of expression and child rights’ protec-
tion. In essence, there can be no

substitute for an educated and literate
public with a discerning and critically
analytical mind, as well as to have cog-
nitive and affective means to protect
itself from transgressions.

Urgently, families need to have
options for “digital detox”. This would

enable parents to work with children |

to safeguard some spaces at home to
be free from technology. There need
to be periods of human interaction
without technology, together with
leisure time together as humans.
Humane activities such as pro bono
help for disadvantaged groups need
to be nurtured, to generate the
warmth of empathy which no tech-
nology can replace.

Hence, the community needs
"Top-Tips for Digital Detox" or "TT-
4-DD" now!

The writer is Professor Emeritus at
Chulalongkarn University, a former UN Special
Rapporteur on the sale of Childrenand isa
member of the Advisary Group of UNICEF,
Thalland.}

Special to ANN.
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JOHN 1 KENNEDY

ecent student protests at a promi-
0l private university near Del-
hi—sparked by the installation of
seanners and metal detectors deemed in-
trusive—have reignited a crucial debate
on the state of liberal education in India.
While university administrations olten
justify such measures as necessary for
sufety and discipline, they risk fostering
mistrust and undermining the inteliectual
freedom central toliberal education. This
incident raises broader guestions about
the authenticity of universities branding
themselves as “liberal” and their align-
mentwith the true essence of liberal edu-
cation—a philosoghy that remains widely
misunderstood in India, often reduced to
a buzzword rather than embraced as a
transformarive ideal,

Theword “university, derived from the
Latin universitas, signifies a “whole"—a
c y dedicated to culti 2 di-
verse lmowledge through collaboration
between teachers and learners. Histori-
cally, universities have been envisioned as

spaces forenhghtenmentandintell ]

DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 07 MARCH 2025

India’suniversities: Liberal inlabel, authoritarian at heart

liberation. Theywere not merely training
grounds for careers but sanctuaries for
self- dis:uv«:ry‘ debate, and the fearless
pursuit of truth, Thinkers hloeSarw:paJ.ll
Radhalkrishnan, India’s former p

but how k ledge is dwith. Lib-
eral arts education is very different from
merely offering liberal arts programmes.
Atitscore, liberal education fosters eritical
lhmkmg, apen mqungu and the courage

and a renowned philesopher, echucddus
wvision, deseribing universities as ™ nurser-
ies of y\nuthfui courage and em:l(emem

Yet, the reality of Indi

uﬁ‘t:miw\z:rﬂesshan:;lg,I from thisideal. Bu-

to ct Unfortunate-
Iy, many Tndian universities branding
themselves as “liberal” undermine these
principles through surveillance, rigid
norms, and the suppression of dissent.

reaucratic stagnation, rote learning, and
a culture that discourages dissent have
stifled intellectual curiosity and critical
thought, leaving little room for the spirit
ofliberal education to thrive,

The emergence of universities in India
claiming to offer liberal education inidal-
l)' seemed promising. Howrwen many of
these instit llen short, reveal-
ing deep contradictions. One s:gruﬁcanr
issue s the conflation of “liberalarts” and

“liheral education.” While liberal arts fo-
cuses on the study of disciplines like lit-
erature, phﬂnsnph). and story, liberal
educationiransc linary bound-

Such erade the trust and open-
ness essential to a genuinely liberal envi-
ronment. Moreover, the assumprion that
hiring faculty educated atliberal universi-
ties abroad will inherently help nurture a
liberal university environment on Indian
campusesis misguided

For many h.igh::r ducational institu-

anda results-oriented mindset that prior-
mﬁe& r:pumunn over student growth. A
trul Id stress curios-
ity, enc intell .u.ur‘ taking, and
nurture an environment where students
feel freetochallenge norms and engagein
mca:mlgl‘uldaalogue Yet, maru'su ca]ied
liberali fail
perficial branding,
Thischallengeisnotunigue toTndia Even
globally renownedinstinsionslike Harvard
have faced criticism for compromising their
liberal ideals under external pressures, A
recent viral video of a Harvard graduate
critic'lsing the university for failing to up-
hiold its principles highlights the universal
tension between lofty ideals and practical

tions, the term “liberal” serves more as
a marketing tool than @ commitment to

However, throughout history,
great educators and philasophers have ar-
ticulated the essence of libeeal :dncahm

intellectual freedom. Inac iveedu-
canunma.r]wt adopunglhe'labcl"hbeml"

ocratesurgedusto ™ vthing,”
Comlfucivs ernph:zsnsed mnra! arowth and

T ]
;'nthliern pmgressweeducauon Huwmr.
w:mm.ntmemmgful cultural shifts, these

0 il m..rl\']'hgore

values curiosity, independence, and the
courage to guestion authority.

Against this backdrop, the University
Grants Commission’s (UGC) pmpos:zl ta
appeint non-academicians as vice chan-

that 68% of students feel discouraged from
expressing dissentingopinions, citing fear
of administrative backlash.
The path forward requires reimagining
universitiesas sp'\ces .forlntti[r_cm.:! liber-
i

cellors adds another layer of compl

‘While strategie planning and corporate
practices can bring value, prioritising
efficiency over intellectual exploration
risks nurning universities into corporate
entities. Regardless of background, uni-
versity leadership must uphold academic
freedom a.nd cntlm[ lnquurjr Universities
are not merely but spaces for
dialogue, dissent, and intellectual growth,
F‘or lrld1al1 universities to ruly embndy
Aucation, they must move beyond
superficial branding and embrace mean-
ingful reform. Data from the All [ndia
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
2020-21 reveals that only 1.5% of Indian
universities even offer interdisci

ation. Thisinel ntralising admin-
istrative control, encournging student-led
initiatives, and promoting interdisaplinary
collaboration. Universies must not be
viewed as factories producing graduates
but as incubators of thoughtful, engaged
global citizens. This vision, championed
by scholars and thinkers of the East and
the West, remains within reach if univer-
sities are willing torise to the challenge. By
embracing the true spirit of liberal educa-
ton—rooted in curiosity, critical inquiry,
and intellecnual freedom—Indian univer-
sities can reclaim lhr:n roleas nurseries of
pr\eparer:mdmrsnn(mﬂrormmbmfoq'

hheml arts programmes, lughhghnng

ncctedness.’l'_hes‘eﬂunlm remind us that

remain bound by traditional

aries. It is not just about what is stud.Led

hierarchics, standardised assessments,

ik isnotdefined by curricula
or marketing rhetoric but by a culture that

ireachofa possibility
toward liberal education. Naturally, there-
fore, a 2022 study by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) found

s and ensuring thar
theideals of liberal education are notjusta
slogan but a fived reality.

(The writer isa prafessor amd dean
at Christ Deemed ro be Universicy,

Bengahiru) -—;-_‘,“J.! 'l 1
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INPERSPECTIVE

Higher education:
A crisis unfolding

India’slow spending
onthesector
castsdoubts onits
" commitmenttoa

knowledge-based
econony

DAYAKAR PEDDI AND -
ANUSHI TIWARY

human development, ed-

‘ In the grand tapestry of

ucation remains a way of
empowerment and progress.
It is not merely a means to
economicgrowth buta funda-
mental pillar of social justice,
individual freedom and collec-
tivewell-being. Yet,in India—
anation teeming withyouthful
energy and aspirations— the
state of higher education pre-
sents a paradox. While the
country has made strides in
expanding access to primary
education, its investment in
highereducation, particularly
inresearch, remains woefully
inadequate, especiallyin com-
parisontonationswithsimilar
socio-economic profiles.

Tounderstand India's posi-
tion, it is instructive to exam-
inecountrieswith comparable
socio-economic indicators,
such as Brazil, South Africa,
Indonesia, Mexico, Thailand,
Vietam, Egypt, Turkey, Ma-
laysiaand the Philippines. Like
India, these nations are clas-
sified as middle-income econ-
omies with significant youth
populations and aspirations
for rapid development. Yet,
theirinvestmentin higher ed-
ucation tells a story of strong-
er commitment. According
10 Unesco’s Institute for Sta-
tisties (U1S), these countries
spend, on average, between
0.8% and 1.5% of their GDP
on higher education.

In stark contrast, India
spendsamere(.6%ofits GDP
on higher education. This
disparity is not just a matter

" of numbers but a reflection

of deeper systemic issues. It
raises questions about India’s
commitment to fostering a
knowledge-based economy
and its ability to utilise the
potential of its demograph-
ic dividend. It tells a story of
stagnation, erratic funding
and missed opportunities.
While there has been a nomi-
nalincreaseinabsolute terms,
spending as a percentage of
GDP has remained gravely
deficient at around 0.6%, far
belowtheglobalaverageofl1%.

Higher educaticn is not
merely a line item in a na-
tional budget; it reflects a
society’s commitment to its
future, However, it has his-
torically been a low priority.
While sectors like defence,
infrastructure and subsidies
receive significant alloca-
tions, education— particular-
ly higher education—is often
sidelined. Perhapsitreflectsa
lack of political will to invest
in long-term human capital
development. On top of that,
fiscal constraints, exacerbated
by the Covid-19 pandemicand
competing priorities such as
healthcare, social welfare and
economic stimulus packages,
have diverted resourcesaway.

According to the NSSO
75thSocial Consumption-Ed-
ucation Round (2017-18), the
increased reliance on private
funding hasresulted in signif-
icant out-of-pocket expendi-
ture by households, with the
average share of higher edu-
cation expenses accounting
for 15.3% of total household
expenditureinruralareasand
18.4% in urban areas among
households participating in
higher education.

Education, being on the
concurrent list of the Indian
Constitution, bears the brunt
of a lack of coordination
and inadequate central fund-
ing, forcing statesto shoulder
adisproportionateburden, of
tenattheexpenseofothercrit-
ical sectors. While initiatives
like the Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA)
and the National Education
Policy (NEP) have focused on
expandingaccesstohighered-
ucation, there hasbeeninsuffi-
cientinvestmentinimproving
quality. Stagnant spending
has led to overcrowded class-
rooms,outdated curriculaand
inadequate infrastructure.

State universities, which
cater to the majority of stu-
dents, have been chronically
underfunded. Meanwhile,
the rise of elite insttutions
like the IITs and IIMs has
deepened regional dispar-
ities, creating a rwo-tiered
systemthat entrenchessocial
and economic inequalities,
According to a World Bank
report (2021), only a small
fraction of Indian universi-
tiesmeet global standards for
quality and research output.
India’s total research and de-
velopment (R&D) spending
is a mere 0,7% of GDP, far
below the global average of
1.8%. This has limited the
country’s ability to innovate
and compete in the global
lmowledge economy.

The current scenario plac-
es India far from achieving
Sustainable Development
Goal 4 (SDG 4), which calls
for inclusive and equitable
qualityeducationandlifelong
learning opportunities forall.
Theneglectissymptomatcol
adeepermalaise: the prioriti-
sation of short-term econom-
ic gains over long-term hu-
man development. Yet, there
is hope. Higher education
is not a luxury but a eritical
driver of innovation, critical
thinking and social mobility.
Thesolutionliesin reimagin-
ing it as a public good and a
collective responsibility, and
by reorienting priorities to
ensure it serves as a tool for
empowerment rather than
exclusion. Itdemands a com-
mitmentto expanding access,
improving quality and foster-
ing an environment where
intellectual curiosity and
critical inquiry can thrive.
Only then can India hope to
bridge the gap between its
aspirations and realities and
move closer to achieving the
promise of SDG.

(Dayakar is an assistant
professor at Agro Economic
Research Centreand Anushi
fva docroral scholar at
Gokhale Institute of Politics
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The Indign university and the search for a V-C

. t .
Higher Education) tors, S aea

Recula
been publisheq o dig;la]sgg;s.. 2025, that have
€ Main reservations pertain to the
regulations that indicate d?: method of
appomntment of Vice-Chancellors and the
bfﬂaﬂe}'m:lg of experience prescribed. Both need
to be distinguished from the point of view of
dyqanﬂt: elements in a fast-changing federal
polity as well as the legal precedents that arise
from a catena of decisions by the Supreme Court
of India. This article examines both issues in
context. '

A lesser role for the State executive
First, it must be noted that the Court has
considerably reduced the role of the State
executive in the selection of Vice-Chancellors
(V-C) of State-funded universites. Many States
continue to have their nominees in the
search-cum-selection committees under such
provisions in the State statutes, The Court has
consistently and categorically ruled that the State
executive should have no role either with the
process or the recommendation leading to the
appointment to be made by the Chancellor. This
has been necessitated by the co-validity of the
UGC's 2018 regulations (which mandated only its
representative in the selection committee)
leading to interpretations by States that the rest of
the composition could continue as per the State
legislations.
In Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State of
Gujarat (2019), Sonali Chakravarti Banerjee
(2022), Professor (Dr.) Sregjith P.S vs Dr. Rajasree
M.5. (2022) and Dr. Premachandran Keezhoth and
Anr. vs The Chancellor Kannur University and Ors.
(2023), the Court has enunciated that members
the State executive shall not be members of the
search-cum-selection committee and evidence of
such influence would invalidate the process, ab
initio void, irrespective of whether the appointee
was qualified or not. The resultant draft
regulations of 2025 limit the search-cum-selection
committee to highly qualified persons who have
held the office of V-C or equivalent, to be
nominated by the Chancellor of the university,
the executive body of the university and the UGC.
The Statutes of the Central Universities also
reveal a similar partern — where the nominees of
the Visitor of the University and the UGC, and not
the officers or representatives of the central

of

|

il

B. Ashok

Is the Vice-Chancellor
of Kerala Agricultural
University, Thrissur,
Kerala

The UGC's draft
regulations
reflect the view
that there
needs (o be a
reinvention of
university
governance —
an idea that the
larger
university
community
must support

| Bovernment could well be nominated by the

executive, conduct the selection. Nevertheless,
the State executives have a point that State
universities are largely a product of statute of the
State Legislatures and that a majority of their
funds and efforts have been provided by the State
executive. Their mandate also involves regional
development and provincial priorities in research
and advancement. They have to necessarily feed
the State innovation ecosystem and work in
tandem with the government scientific and
development establishment. The central
universities enrol far too low to meet

requirements while private universities could be
priced out of the reach of many,

Options to consider
In this context, there are two ways fo look at the
difficulties stated.

Alternatively, the representative of the
university executive can be a consensus
candidate who is informally approved by the
State executive which is amply represented in the
university executive, From the present judicial
precedent, it cannot be a government officer or a
person who enjoys the direct patronage of the
government. A suitably independent and former |
eminent academic who s also acceptable to the

University execurive. )

However, it is clear that in the light of the |
Kannur University case and the Sreejith case of
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University that
the powers to consider the short-listing and
recommendation of a name or a re-appointment
will have to remain away from the State or central |
executive which is important in preserving the
requisite neutrality and impartiality required of
the high office of the V-C.

A second option could be - should the UGC l
consider it to be appropriate - to allow the State
executive to nominate one member to the
search-cum-selection committee in addition to
the member representing the University
executive. In the process of making the
search/selection, political personalities tend to
have the view that the nominees would echo their
master’s voice.

In the experience of this writer, this is not the
case and the august members tend to air
sufficiently independent and reasoned views.
They do not parrot extraneous views that are
unsupported by the record. Here again, the
nominee could be stipulated to be a former V-C or
equivalent and not enjoying a position of
patronage as required of advisers serving the
Union Public Service Commission. Either way, it
should not be too difficult to factor in the
concerns of the State executives and make the

process wholesome and well-participated from
the State’s perspective. It is best to avoid a
collision course. o

The second question which involves 'the
indication to broaden the field of experience of

ive V- ically eminent
| prospective V-Cs to academically r .
| persons who are experienced with public policy,

government, the public sector and private sector
industry, need not raise eyebrows. It was a norm
followed in the past which took second place
between 2010 and 2018 when there wasa
‘scriptural reading’ of the 2010 UGC regulations.
Many courts, most notably the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court, took restrictive views of
the prescribed qualification, limiting it to 10 years
of professorship or even teaching experience.

The outlook must change

Post-tertiary education, highly cited and indexed
publications, a notable articulation of visionary
insights, high communication skills, an ability to
network and team work, presentability,
dynamism and proof of diverse intellectual

| achievements, and even sporting traits, are

well-established international norms that are
looked into in the search for V-Cs. Various men
and women of eminence have graced the high
academic office, reflecting their wealth of
experience gained in parliaments, from public
diplomacy, industry, international organisations,

| public service, non-university institutional

research, work in the voluntary sector, from
Creative writing, the performing arts, music and
even sport in India and abroad.

Excellence and eminence are not restricted to

| academic departments and colleges any more.

Restricting the field of choosing a V-C to the
teaching or research professions alone would not
be appropriate in a context of rapid change and
the dire need to reinvent the Indian university.
Pulling down stereotyped shibboleths and
rebuilding with considerable re-imagination call
for original thinking, critical analysis, advocacy,
networking and team-working skills. As
researcher Amanda Goodall (author of Socrates
in the Boardroom) argued, it is not enough that a

| V-Cis modelled after Socrates, mostly absorbed

in deep thought. The days of narcissistic, isolated
glory of the university enterprise is long over. The
winning university of tomorrow needs to be
innovative and business-like as well as deeply
philosophical. This calls for considerably liberal
gateways for leadership positions. The UGC has
rightly attempted it, true to purpose, and the
same needs the support of the university
community now.

The views ‘H gy r‘, G}U
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UGC's new teacher appraisa
system is a lot more holistic

he criticism of the University Grants
Commission (UGC)'s recent reforms

based on the National Education Policy

2020 in these columns (UGC's flawed
proposals for teacher hiring, promotions,
Sukhadeo Thorat, February 18) fails to recog-
nise higher education governance's dynamic
and evolving nature. The argument that online
consultations on regulatory matters compro-
mise thorough reflection is based on an out-
dated understanding of discourse and partici-
pation. Digital platforms are vital to democra-
using engagement with stakeholders, making
the process more inclusive, not less rigorous.
Has the academic performance indicator
(API) been removed from the 2025 draft UGC
(Minimum Qualifications for Appointment and
Promotion of Teachers and Academic Staff in
Universities and Colleges and Measures for the
Maintenance of Standards in Higher Educadon
Institutions) Regulations without extensively
studying its limitations? This
assumes that the deficiencies of API
were unknown or insignificant.
The assumption that removing the q
API system constitutes moving Ty

away from objectivity to subjectiv- = worldwide to function on the princi-
ity disregards the inherent limita- g Jagadesh ples of rigorous peer evaluation,
tions of a mechanistic evaluation K ensuring that quality and scholarly -
framework. While the API was con- umar integrity are upheld.

ceived withgood intentions, ithad ————— Furthermore, introducing an
evalved into a rigid, number-driven

mechanism that often incentivised quantity
over quality in academic contributions,
Faculty members were forced to comply
with API rather than focus on genuine intellec-
tual growth. In the best institutions globally, it
is recognised that academic excellence is multi-
dimensional and can't be represented by rigid
scorecards. The notion that faculty recruitment
and promotion are objective solely when
numerical indicators are used to assess per-
formance is a narrow interpretation of faimess.
While numerical scores may provide a sem-
blance of faimess, they are ill-equipped to cap-
ture the full spectrum of faculty members’
intellectual and pedagogical contributions.
The draft regulations emphasise qualitative
judgment and peer evaluation for assessing a
scholar’s contributions. This accommodates
intellectual diversity without reducing it to
mere numbers and aligns with the evolving
nature of academic inquiry. Such an approach
is a move toward a more reflective, context-
sensitive, and inclusive evaluation system
NEP 2020's vision of multidisciplinary learn-
ing. research excellence, and institutional
autonomy necessitates moving away from
archaic evaluation frameworks. In embracing
these changes. UGC is enhancing ransparency

by ensuring that academic contributions are

assessed to reflect their impact.

The contention that the selection commit-
tee’s discretionary powers would lead to favou-
ritism is based on an oversimplified dichotomy
between numerical objectivity and human
judgment. An effective selection process incor-
porates multidimensional assessments that
balance qualitative and quantitative measures.
Exclusive reliance on rigid numerical thresh-
olds does not necessarily ensure high academic
standards; instead, the subject experts in selec-
tion committees must focus on an appraisal of
teaching effectiveness, research impact, and
innovative contributions that may not always
fit within a predefined formula. The assertion
that if subject experts in a selection committee
evaluate research publications and academic
contributions inherently leads to bias disre-
gards the importance of peer review and insti-
tutional oversight. The presumption that the
selection committee wields unchecked author-
ity and operates without accounta-
bility overlooks academic govern-
ance and professional assessment
principles. [t is not uncommon for

assessment parameter called “signif-
icant contributions” in the 2025 UGC draft reg-
ulations should not be hastily dismissed as an
arbitrary shift in policy. Digital content crea-
tion, establishment of start-ups, student men-
torship, research in Indian knowledge systems
and promotion of Indian languages in higher
education reflect an attempt to align faculty
evaluation with contemporary academic and
societal needs. Any claim that such contribu-
tions lack clear definitions overlooks the possi-
bility that they are intended 1o encourage a
broader and more holistic understanding of an
educator’s role. The criticism that the emphasis
on Indian knowledge systems perpetuates
exclusivity ignores the inclusive intent behind
the policy. The regulation does not privilege
one philosophical tradition over others bur
encourages comprenensive engagement with
India’s diverse intellectual heritage,

The recalibration of faculty assessment and
selection mechanisms are an alignment with
the evolving ethos of higher education, where
quality is measured in quantifiable increments
in an ecosystem that values integrity, diversity
and acadernic excellence )

M Jagadesh Kumar. chairman, UGC and
former vice-changeilor JNU

The views expressed are personl

reputable educational institutions
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{ OUR TAKE }

Drowned out inw
the NEP debate

The education sector in India needs both
the Centre and states to work together.
Neither should insist on an upper hand

he stand-off between the Union ministry of
education and the Tamil Nadu government has
reached Parliament. It started following the
Centre's decision to hold back funding under
the Samagra Shiksha scheme, citing the state’s refusal
to implement the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020. Tamil Nadu has alleged that the three-language
formula proposed in the NEP is a ploy to impose Hindi.
However, the controversy, which threatens to engulf
all states ruled by parties other than the BJP or its allies,
has ceased to be just about the NEP. Questions about
federalism, language policy and central allocation of
funds have been flagged in this debate which is also
happening under the overhand of the delimitation
issue. Education is on the concurrent listin the
Constitution, which means both the Centre and the
states are allowed some say in the sector. The Centre
draws up national policies and provides some funding,
but the states alone have the agency to produce the
results. This arrangement is inescapable considering
India’s size and diversity. However, the Centre wants
states to adopt its policies in full to receive funds. Such
intransigence can upset the delicate federal balance.
The Centre ought to view the NEP as a broad guideline
and let the states tweak it as per local considerations.
Surely, it must try to convince dissenters to come on
board, but the negotiation should not foreclose the
option of holding an open-ended conversation.
Similarly, while Tamil Nadu's concern about
federalism is understandable, its stance on the
language formula is flawed: NEP does not insist on
compulsory learning of Hindi. And the state's
insistence that children should be taught only two
languages is flawed. Tamil Nadu can offer a southern
language as the third language instead of Hindi (or
simply choose to let demand drive the policy; ifenough
students want to learn Hindi, it should be offered).
Meanwhile, the Centre must ask itself if so much
energy should be lavished on school education in
Tamil Nadu, instead of say, Uttar Pradesh or Bihar.
The Gross Enrolment Ratio at the secondary level
(classes nine to twelve) figures are instructive:
Enrolment was 89.5 in Tamil Nadu in 2023-24,
compared to 58.5 in Uttar Pradesh and 37.8 in Bihar
(UDISE report published by the ministry of
education). The Centre should not micromanage
public education in Tamil Nadu — or any other state
— or present the NEP as an iron-clad policy.
However, it may study the Tamil Nadu and Kerala
models in public education and see if they have
lessons for educationally backward regions.
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Americans are losing faith in highey education

Elite networks

SAIKAT MATUMDAR

he 2lst-century populist

Right has turned out shining-

ly savvy at deploying Leftist

critiques toits own goals. The

philosopher, Bruno Latour,
pointed to this clever sleight-of-hand two
decades ago by describing the argument
of certain Republicans in the United
States of America that global warming
is just a social construct. Postmodern-
ist scepticism of objective reality, tradi-
Honally adapted by the Left for the dis-
mantling of ideclogies behind race and
gender, became an unlikely rhetorical
tool used to discredit scientific argu-
ments about the reality of environmen-
tal degradation. Last week, the irony
came full circle as the Donald Trump
administration cancelled the National
Institute of Health’s grants on research

on trans-identity on the grounds of such .

research being “unscientific”, fuelled
by “gender ideology extremism”, These
days, whether something is science or
ideology depends on who's in power.

Going by the position of the US
president, Donald Trump, on environ-
ment and sustainability, the degrading
state of the planet might as well be a
Left-liberal ficon. But his administra-
tion's larger attack on higher education
is not a mere use of Leftist methodology.
It weaponises a larger American lack of
faith in college, particularly its power to
shape social mobility, that is widespread
across the political spectrum for a range
of conflicting reasons. And in its deci-
sion to tax the endowments of wealthy
private universities, this administration
has done something with which the Left
will have real trouble disagreeing.

No observer of higher education
in the US can deny that upward social
mobility — that great American dream
— has been poorly served by the estab-
lished network of wealthy private uni-
versities. Elite private universities have
always prided themselves on being ex-
clusive rather than inclusive, with their
goal of combining social inclusivity
with intellectual exclusivity historical-
ly muddied. It is well-known that the
great burden of upward social mobility,
the fulfilment of working class, minor-
itised, and immigrant dreams are car-

ried out on a real scale by the vast net-
work of community colleges and second
and third tier State universities across

the US.
While State-supported education has

increasingly withered under Republican
assaults, Trump’s call to tax wealthy
private universities that have enjoyed
non-profit status has brought the wheel
full circle. We now have the complete
mirror to the pervasive phenomenon of
popular decline in faith in bh.Jgher edu-
cation to secure social mob;hty or even
to get a job. The forces behmdl this ero-
sion of faith range far and wide, from
practical ones like astronomical tul!:an
to ideological ones such as the perceived
‘wokeness' of universities — forces from

Saikat Majumdar's most recent book
is The Amateur: Self-Making and the
Humanities In the Postcolony

the entire range of the political spec-
trum. But anyone who is familiar with
the way the leading Ivy League colleges
have multiplied their endowmentsin the
last few decades through the sophistical-
ed nexus among their alumni network,
boards of trustees, and Wall Street (most
famously illustrated by the wealth-man-
agement of Yale'slegendary endowment
manager, David Swensen), may have
trouble negotiating it with the non-profit
status of these endowments.

This is an open-ended ethical debate.
The Ivy League principle of devoting co-
lossal resources to a tiny group of people
is the academic embodiment of capital-
ism. But this academic realisation of
high capitalism. also created, in the 20th
century, what is possibly history’s most
magnificent university system, with re-
search that reshaped life and thought
and moulded equally impressive student
trajectories, albeit carved with inherited
privilege. The American private univer-
sity system has exactly the same mer-
its and flaws that inhere in capitalism
atlarge. .

Whatever the consortium of causes
— whatever unlikely coalition of Left
and Right peeves — the bad news is that
a large segment of American people
have now lost their faith in the power
of higher education, and certainly their
willingness to pay a hefty price for it,
For State schools, the tags grow heftier
with eroding support from federal and
state governments — something that
is certain to accelerate if the federal
government ends up dismantling the
Department of Education. This deepens
a vicious cycle where low government
support and high tuition increasingly
catalyse each other. The netresult is that
{he aith in an overpriced college educa-
tion continues to drop, and this is where
the populist Right embodied by Trump
finds favourable political weather
for its own dismissal of the needs of
higher education, particularly of its in-
clusive versions.

If Trump's decision o lax large en-

dowments of increasingly corporatised
private universities comes across as
aligned wilh Left critiques of elite high-
er-ed, the Republican withdrawal of tax
dollars from public universities remains
an aggressive right-wing measure. It so
happens that the latter has also been the
Right's major method of erosion of the
efficacy and credibility of higher edu-
cation in the predominantly socialist
landscape of India — not just through
attrition of funds but by incessant po-
litical interference and with convenient
finger-pointing at student activism that
has repeatedly accentuated the “anti-na-
Honal” tag.

The most terrifying fact is that this
is probably the worst ime in history lo
lose faith in higher education. Not that
there was ever a good Hme for this loss.
But as a wide variety of jobs and skills
become irrelevant with the invasion
of machine intelligence in the coming
years, a sizeable section of the workforce
will need ways to retrain and re-educaie
themselves, Al will do a lot of things for
us, and massive wealth will be produced
for a iny number of oligarchs whom ex-
perts have started calling the techno-feu-
dalists. But just the way digital culbure
and social media created a false sense

of mass empowerment while hurning
the masses into unsuspecting markets

for the techno-feudalists, we now lmow
that Al will eventually perfect this ex-
ploitation where the immense econom-
ic benefits of machine intelligence will
be sucked up by a tny minority of
cloud capitalists. For the vast majori-
ty, urgent questions about life, skills,
and employability will depend on con-
stant and innovative re-education.
But the clever stimulation of mass anger
against the perceived elitism of high-
er education only leaves the masses at
the mercy of oligarchs who have aced
the populism game. In the inhuman
world of patterns and algorithms
trained only to maximise profits for the
techno-feudalists, there is no mercy
for humanity. eX/\>he

[ e Lol

e O

o


Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-10), 12 MARCH 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text


adav

Fzephologist
and founding
national
president of
Swaraj India

Camatic
musician and
authar

he National Education Policy, 2020,
encourages students up to at least
Class 5 to learn a regional language in
addition to the local language or
mother tongue and English, While the Central
Eovernment asserts that the choice of the
additional regional language is left to the States,
the NEP's strong pitch for the three-language
formula has led to fear, especially in Tamil Nadu,
that there is an attempt being made to impose
Hindi on non-Hindi speaking States. This week,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin dubbed
the NEF a “Hindutva policy” aimed at
promoting Hindi, rather than focusing on India’s
overall development. Is learning Hindi as a third
language necessary? Yogendra Yadav and TM.
Krishna discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by K.V. Prasad. Edited excerpts:

Should learning a third language be made
compulsory?

Yogendra Yadav: At ly not. First, because
the spirit of federalism and respect for diversity
is foundational to the Union of India. So, nothing
can be imposed on any State, least of all a
language policy. If we have different views on
language, they are resolved through consensus,
not through imposition. I'm entirely with the
DMK and the people of Tamil Nadu on the
imposition issue.

T.M. Krishna: If  may ask, why learn three
languages? To be clear, we are not talking about
students learning other languages of their own
accord, which is anyway happening. A
government that selectively deletes chapters
from history texthooks, stating that there is too
much of an education burden on students, is not
even willing to look at the fact that learning
another language is definitely a burden on them.
Also, children in primary and middle school
don't have an imagination of time or the distant
furure. So asking them to learn a third language,
in the name of future benefit, is basically an
imposition. There is also the argument being
made that learning more languages creates
unity. This is a smokescreen. Forcing a language
On someone is not unity.

YY: Once we disentangle the idea of teaching
three Janguages from Central imposition and the
compulsion of Hindi, we can discuss the issue
dispassionately. The point about the burden of
education is something that experts have
handled. They have come to the conclusion that
if you teach a third language, it only helps your
pri and secondary language, so 1 believe
that the three-language formula merits serious

HINDU (P-9), 14 MARCH 2025

Is learning Hindi as a third language necessary?

oe

Learning three languages, which are distinct
from each other, is a good idea to nurture
multilingualism that is inherent in our
cultures, But this cannot be imposed on
anyone, Students should learn a modern
Indian language that is distinct from their
mother tongue.

VOGENDRA YADAY

about the three-language policy; individuals in
the Union government made this decision,

consideration on grounds of pedagogy and
national unity. As for practicality, [ know of
schools which do follow this formula. They do
not give you the option of all the 22 languages
(recognised in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution), but they give you three or four
options to choose from. These things can be
worked out provided there is a political will and
a capacity to teach anything at all.

If compulsory learning of an additional
language will be a burden on students, will it
not be equally burdensome on schools, since
they will need qualified teachers and funds
for this purpose?

TMI: More than 5,000 schools in Uttar Pradesh
are managed by a single teacher, Bihar has a
massive teacher shortage. So, even in terms of
resources, this formula does not make sense.
When resources are few, it makes more sense to
look at the ways in which we can teach primary
subjects better. And when the mother tongue is

| Y¥: My suspicion is tat the

Why is there so much resistance to an
educational policy that stresses on the need
to learn an additional language?

what irks the non-Hindi speaker. The Hindi that
we know today is a recent and young language,
unlike Tamil or Kannada, which are some of the
oldest and richest languages in the world,

TMK: It is difficult to get data on this, but |
would like to know how many schools in north
India that profess to teach three languages really
do that. Is the policy actually being followed?

¥Y: As I said, in most north Indian States, Hindi
is taught along with English and Sanskrit.
Sanskrit has become a way to bypass the

quirement of the third 1 ge. So,
technically, yes, it is followed, -

TMK: Exactly my point. There is an important
cultural point that needs to be understood about
the Tamil people and the Tamil language. Tamil
as a language is very distinct from every other
Sanskrit-based or Sanskrit-derived language.

e does not

come from ped ical concerns, It

from disquiet with double standards. Franlly,
the formula was sabotaged by north India, The
expectation was that all the southern and
eastern States would learn Hindi, while the
Hindispeakers found a shorteut for themselves
~ they used Sanskrit as a shield so that they
would not have to learn a new language. 5o, in
effiect, the policy meant that everyone would be
forced to learn the mother tongue of Hindi
speakers, but they would not have 1o learn
anyone else's mother tongue, That legitimate
unease has clonded the debate on
multilingualism in our country.

TME: Multilingualism is not just a political
problem; it's pedagogic too, The pedagogical
methods have changed. At the primary and
middle-school level, activity-based learning and
experiential learning should be the focus, There
are already two languages at play; that itself is

the mode of learning and cc ication in
class, and there is English as well, 1 don’t believe
that adding another language is necessary.

15 it fair to make adoption of the
three-language formula a pre-condition for
the release of Central funds for schemes?

YY: Holding back grants is unconstitutional. This
is part of a political assault on the autcnomy of

lism. I do not view multilingualism in |
terms of language alone; it is a way of making
people be diverse in feeling and in being, People
learn languages when they forge relationships,
for instance. We can't forget that cultural
character and emotional connections make
people learn a language.

v It 4

ingualism is p in many
Hindi-speaking States, irrespective of the

the Tamil Nadu government, led by the
Governor himself, I understand why not just the
DME, but all parties and the people of Tamil
Nadu feel slighted.

TMK: It is unconstitutional, unethical, and

devoid of any basis, Some people say, let the
people decide whether they want three

languages or rwo. But people did not decide |

PEEATR ARE AR AR SN R

three-language formula.

¥Y¥: The problem is the false sense of pride that

| many people in north India have developed,

| especially in Hindi-speaking areas, that

| somehow Hindi is a more privileged language ‘
than any other language. Many people in the

| north use the term ‘national language’, which is |
nowhere mentioned in the Constitution. This is

Fund it is a very difficult task for a
Tamil speaker to even learn Hindi or its cousin
languages. In Tamil Nadu, people have learned
other languages on their own, The dominant
positioning of Sanskrit in the NEF, especially for
a Tamil speaker, is intimidating especially when
the language is so distinct and different
grammatically and structurally.

YY¥: To position Sanskrit as the sole carrier of
our cultural heritage is a serious mistake.
Besides, Sanskrit is not being taught to inculcate
classical learning, but mainly to sabotage the
three-language formula. In effect, Hindi speakers
are not learning a new language or script.

What do you propose is the way forward to
end the current stand-off?

YY: Learning three languages, which are distinet
from each other, is a good idea to nurture
multilingualism that is inherent in our cultures,
But this cannot be imposed on anyone. Students
should learn a modern Indian language that is
distinct from their mother tongue, In the north,
it would be “preferably a south Indian language”
— exactly what the original formula had
mandated and was never implemented.

TMHK: The distinctness is exactly why | feel there
should be only two languages. English is already
so distinet from whatever language you speak,
be it Hindi or Tamil. Therefore, adding another
language is not going to help.

Wl g

To listen ta the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wowewr, thehindu com
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waste of time, money

The biggest success
stories today are being
written by engineers,
product designers, and
domain experts. So, learn
real skills, join a startup,
and build something that
matters

ast year, my company

Vionix Biosciences hired a

bright intern from a college

in Delhi. For her, this was a

TAre o] ity —she was

learning advanced Artifi-

cial Intelllgence (AI) research and
_applying cutting-edge technologiesin
ways that could have had a profound
impact on the world. She would have
worked with some of the top tech
leaders in the United States (US) and
engineers at Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (ITT) Madras, contributing to
groundbreaking innovations. Her
future was bright. She was on track to
become a hotshot developer, earning
far more than any MBA graduate —
both in salary and stock options. More
importantly, she had the potential to

do real, meaningful work.

Yet, at the end of her internship,
she turned down a full-time job offer.
She wanted to study management.

She needed months to prepare for -

entrance exams, We wished her well.
But she didn't get into the business

school of her choice. Now, she will
waste two years of her life and her

family’s savings, only to earn less than

* the starting salary we had offered her.

This is the tragedy of the MBA
dream., Students believe that an expen-
sive degree will catapult thern into cor-
porate success. But in today’s world of
accelerating technological change, an
MBA is little more than an overpriced
badge that adds little real value, The
tens of lakhs of rupees students pour
into tuition, living expenses, and lost
income will never be recov- -
ered. And even those who
manage to secure coveted

5;%

=9

built overnight. Companies don't need
managers trained in outdated case
studies; they need builders, technolo-
gists, and problem solvers. The rigid
frameworks and financial modeling
drilled into MBA students are useless
in a world where business models
change faster than university sylla-
buses can keep up.

And let's talk about cost. An MBA
from a top-tier Indian business school
costs anywhere between %20 lakh and

. %40 lakh. Add to that the cost of living,

the interest on loans, and —
most importantly — the
opportunity cost of two

spots at the prestigious Indian years lost, If: tt_:ese students
Institutes of Managemz?; 4 ha?lJ uu]llst:r::d joined a startup
(IMVis) are struggling to just . . or built their own ventures,
their investment. Vivek they could have earned,

There was a time when learned, and built something
MBAs mattered. My own Wadhwa valuable. But ins‘tead, they
MBA from New York Univer- —————  spendyears studying Power-

sity’s Stern School of Busi-
ness was one of the best investments
1 ever made, It helped me transition

from being a programmer to a project

leader and then to a vice-president at '

Credit Suisse First Boston. I learned
essential skills— management, mar-
keting, law, accounting— that helped
me climb'the corporate ladder and
eventually, become an entrepreneur.
But times have changed. The cor-
porate world that once relied on MBA
graduates to fill its ranks is being
reshaped by technology. The era of
slow, predictable career progression
is over. Today, breakthroughs happen
at lightning speed, and companies are

Point presentations, only to
re-enter the workforce at salaries that
rarely justify the investment.

Even the IIM graduates, the sup-
posed cream of the crop, are finding it
harder to land high-paying. jobs.
Placement reports tell only half the
story. What they don’t reveal is that
many students are placed in roles that
don't require an MBA at all. They
could have got the same jobs without
spending a fortune on a degree. And
for those who do land well-paying
roles, many quickly find themselves
stuck in bureaucratic, uninspiring
jobs, far removed from the excitement
and impact they once aspired to have.

Intoday‘s world of acceleratmg technological change, an MBA is little more

than an overpriced badge that adds little real value.

Meanwhile, startups and tech com-
panies are creating new wealth and
changing the world. The biggest suc-
cess stories today are being written by
engineers, product designers, and
domain experts —not by MBAs. The
skills that matter in today’s world —
Al, software development, biotech,
data science —are not taught in busi-
ness schools. Those who master these
fields are the ones shaping the future.

. And they are the ones who will be in

highest demand, earning far beyond
what any MBA graduate can hope for.

And what exactly are business
schools churning out these days?
Investment bankers and management
consultants —an elite club of spread-
sheet warriors who make fortunes
moving numbers around and telling
actual builders how to run their com-
panies. They create complex financial
models that rarely reflect reality and
write PowerPoint decks that could put
an insomniac to sleep. Meanwhile, the
real innovation is happening else-
where, where people are actually

m g 5 \S‘l \"‘ i W
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The world is shifting from degree-
based credentials to skill-based hir-
ing. Companies are no longer inter-
ested in whether you have an MBA;
they want to know what you can do.
The best way to learn is by doing.
Working at a startup, launching a
project, solving real-world problems
— these experiences teach more than
any business school ever can.

If you are considering an MBA, ask
yourself: What do you really hope to
gain? If it's prestige, understand that
prestige does not pay the bills. If it's
knowledge, recognise that everything

an MBA teaches is available online for
free. Ifit's a network, consider that the
best networks today are built by work-
ing on ambitious projects with brilliant
people, not by sitting in a classroom.

So, here's my advice — skip the
MBA. Learn real skills. Join a start-up.
Build something that matters. The
world is changing, and the MBAs are
being left behind.

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vionix Bioscien-
ces. The views expressed are personal
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7‘1’_'\_\" he credibility of the NAAC,
¥ !mandated toassessand ac-
| credit higher educational

J institutes, has come under

scrutiny after it had to fire
840 of its 5000 assessors for irregu-
larities even as the Central Bureau of
Investigation arrested seven mem-
bers of its inspection comrmittee for
allegedly demanding and accepting
bribes in exchange of ensuring fa-
vourable rating for a university. The
organisation claims that it is putting
in place a rigorous selection process
to appoint assessors and follow the
policy of ‘Right Grade for Right In-
stitute’, but sceptics are not entirely
convinced about the reform meas-
ures setin motion.

The NAAC appoints academics as
assessors to visit higher educational
institutions or HEIs, assess their
credentials and certify them with
gradings as part of the accreditation
process. The vulnerability of the
process to the menace of corruption
came to the public domain when the
CBI conducted raids at 20 locations
early last month and unearthed the
bribery scam. The officials of the
Koneru Lakshmaiah Education
Foundation (KLEF) based in Guntur
in Andhra Pradesh werealsoarrested
for allegedly offering cash, laptops,
andsmartphonestotheassessors. The
scandal brought to light how some of
the HEIs could use the power of money
to manipulate the rating process and
to get high NAAC grades to avail
government funds and academic
autonomy, apart from misleading
parentsand students.

However, even beforetheraidsand
arrests by the CBI, various committees
have been pointing out lack of
transparency and disproportionate
assignment of assessors, as well
as doubts over the authenticity of
data submitted by the HEIs and the
credibility of the Data Validation and
Verification (DVV) process.

An expert committee, led by ProfJ
P Singh Joorel,inits reportsubmitted
in September 2022, pointed out the
glaring shortcomings in the NAAC's
assessmentandaccreditation process
for the HEIS, including a potentially
compromised ICT system. Areportby

DECCAN HERALD (P-9), 15 MARCH 2025

With ascam casting a shadow over its credibility, the NAAC has started
bringing about reforms inits assessment and accreditation process

Rooting out the rotinrating

the Comptrollerand Auditor General
in2023 pointed out cases of awarding
“arbitrary grades” to several HEIs by
the NAAC.

Bhushan Patwardhan, former
chairman of the NAAC’s Executive
Committee, had flagged some of
the malpractices, including large
variations in data provided by DVV
and PTV (Peer Team Visit) scores.
He reiterated his concerns about
awarding questionable grades to
some HEIs in a letter to the UGC
chairperson, M Jagadeesh Kumar, in
February 2023, before resigning in
March 2023.

Kumar, who is also the president
of the NAAC general council,
told DH that the assessment and
accreditation agency was working on
therecommendation of the committee
headed by K Radhakrishnan for
transition to a simplified system of
classifying HEIs as ‘Accredited’ and
‘Not Accredited’.

The NAAC informed all assessors
in July 2024 that their performance
was being monitored. Ganesan
Kannabiran, thedirector ofthe NAAC,
said that many of the 840 assessors
axed by the agency recently had been
underrevieweven beforetheraidsand
arrestsbythe CBI. “Wehaveinitiated a
two-tier evaluation process, wherever
required. Now, ifwe find discrepancies
in the Qualitative and Quantitative
MetricsgivenbytheDVVandthe PTV
andseehighjumpsinrankings, weput
the HEI under review by a member
of the Standing Committee,” he said.

The NAAC tightened the DVV
process and started insisting on
affidavits from the HEIs. “We have
onboarded 1400 new assessors who
would now be trained, especially to
follow the ethical codes,” Kannabiran
told DH. “After the reform measures
were initiated, out of the 400 HEIs
reviewed, 200 were re-reviewed
before their grades were given out.
We follow the policy of ‘Right Grade
for Right Institute™.

“Removing the corruptassessorsis
agood step but I believe the institutes
whowere given high gradesneed also
to be reviewed. A vigilance report
of each assessor, to be cleared by

regional centres, should also be made
mandatory,” said Patwardhan.
(The writer is a senior journalist)

An autonomous body established by the
University Grants Commission (UGC) in 1994
e to assess and accredit Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs).

NAAC assesses and accredits higher educational
institutions using seven criteria...

o Curricular Aspects

» Teaching-Learning and Evaluation

» Research, Consultancy and Extension

» Infrastructure and Learning Resources

» Student Support and Progression,

» Governance, Leadership and Management
o Institutional Values and Best Practices

(SOURCE: DATA PRESENTED BY THE MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION IN RAJYA SABHA)

——

R

Initiative for Reforms:

> The Union Ministry of Education in November 2022 constituted a committee headed
by Dr K Radhakrishnan to recommend reforms in the accreditation processes by
NAAC and NBA (National Board of Accreditation) and the ranking system by NIRF
(National Institutional Ranking Framework)

» The committee submitted its report in November 2023

NAAC is also working on...

» Introducing multiple reviews to recheck
assessments if and when discrepancies
are found. Continuous monitoring of
performance and conduct of assessors

= Implementing Al-driven digital
platforms to streamline data collection,
analysis, and reporting to minimise
human errors and enhance efficiency

= Leveraging technology to conduct
virtual evaluations, ensuring consistency
and reducing logistical challenges and
human interventions associated with on-
site visits.

NAAC proposed the launch of
reforms in two phases...

##» Binary Accreditation
1'_]1 Framework (BAF)

Transitioning to a simplified

basic accreditation system where
institutions are classified as
‘Accredited’ or ‘Not Accredited' |

3y Maturity-Based
\J2) cradedLevels (MBGL)
Introducing a maturity-based
accreditation (from Level 1to 5)
that assesses institutions based
on their developmental stages

COMPILED BY RAKHEE ROVTALUKDAR
S Wisies
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What about accereditation

of accreditors?

FURQAN QAMAR

|7 1] {he NAACisin the news these days
|| forreasonsthatmust makethe
L agency and the academic communi-
ty shudder.

Asthe NAAC contemplated acting on
the Radhakrishnan Committee’s report
onreforming accreditation, it found itself
embroiled in a graft scam. The chancellor
of a university and a few officialswere
arrested for allegedly bribing the experts
for higher grades than the institution
deserved. Some of the concerned peer-
team members were also booked for
iﬂfgedly skimming favoursin cash and

The NAAC hasacted speedily and
taken morethan 800
experts offits panel.
How did it identify
them so fast? Why did
itwait for the taint to
become publicif the
suspects were already
known?

The NAAC would
now be under
pressure to effect select
recommendations of the Radhakrishnan
Committee. Accreditation willnowbea
two-step process: A mandatory binary
accreditation followed by a voluntary
maturity-based grading. The assessment
parameters might be drastically diluted
to make a much larger number of
institutions qualify for accreditation.
Peerassessment will likely go digital,
eliminating the need for physical visits.

These measures may not necessarily
help the NAAC fulfil its primary
obligation of promoting qualityand
enhancing excellence in higher education
solong as autonomy and empowerment
continue to elude the agency.

The agency’s foremost failing was the
refusal of premier higher educational
institutions, the Institutions of National
Importance (INIs), to get themselves
accredited by it for quality assurance.
Even today, the IIMs, IITs, and similar
institutions remain unaccredited.

Eveniftheydid not intend to challenge
the agency’s competence and credibility,

their decision and its acceptance by
the NAAC, as well as the University
Grants Commission and the Ministry
of Education, signaled just that. The
global higher education fraternity often
quipped: How come the only national
accrediting agency does not accredit
the best higher education institutions in

India?

While the best institutions boycotted
institutional accreditation by the NAAC,
it must be credited for its magnanimity in

involving its faculty members in the peer
teams for assessmentand accreditation
of colleges and universities.

The second undoing of the NAAC was
its decision to not only accredit but also
grade institutions. For mostaccreditation
agencies across the globe, the processis
abinaryone. They seta specific quality
benchmark regarding input, process, and
output parameters, and those institutions
that cross the threshold level are declared
accredited. Those who cannot are hand-
held and advised to improve their quality
to meet the prescribed requirements.

The NAAC faced much flak on this.
Their grading pattern was challenged
and had to be revised several times
sinceitsinceptionin1994. Grading s

adifferent ball game and requiresa
nuanced approach and methodology

to gain acceptability. Repeated
modifications in the parameters, scoring,
and weight assignment made the process
confusing and cumbersome.

Its biggest folly was to succumb to the
suggestion that it should deviate from the
global practice of accrediting institutions
based on their self-assessment verified
by anindependent peer-teamreview
comprising competent faculty members
known for their high moral character and
impeccable integrity.

Itbecame a game for what came to
be known in common higher education
parlance as the DVV (Data Verification
and Validation). Carrying a weightage of
70%, the task was outsourced to external
agencies with limited knowledge or
understanding of the higher education
system. The weightage of the peer team
assessment wasreduced to amere 30%.

Agencies and people alientothe
higher education system were, thus,
given preference over faculty members.
This sent a loud and clear message that
teachers cannot be trusted to be objective
and unbiased. Most self-respecting
quality teachers quit quietly and
withdrew from the accreditation process.

Finally, the propensity to data fudging,
manipulation and malpractices has
increased since theideas of graded
autonomy and performance-based
funding were linked to accreditation
grades and ranking. Accreditation works
bestwhen itis driven by a sincere desire
toimprove quality, but for that, even
the most robust systems could become
susceptible to scams and scandals.

Above all, the biggest undoing of the
agency wasitsreluctance toaddress akey
question: Whatabout accreditation of
accreditors?

(The writer was a professor of
management and the advisor for
education in the Planning Commission.)
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K. Elango

n  Homer's epic
Odyssey, Zeus. the
king of pods, la-
“*Men  are
fools... They blame the
zods for their misfortunes,
ignoring our advice. They
don’t accept that their own
foolish actons lead to their
downfall” This exactly
mirtors the plight of e-
readers,  whose psychic
state resembles that of
Odvssev's crew when their
ship was tossed at the is-
land of lotus eaters.
E-reading has rapidly
emerged as the predomi-
nant mode of reading, sub-
duing traditional print
reading (p-reading) in less
than twa decades, facilitat-
ed by desktops, laptops, ra-
bl and e-readers. More
tha se devi
phones ha
themselves
medium in

Problems
However,
exCesshe o
has led 1o d
physical an
wess, He
that, by 2050,
of children and ad
cents worldwide wr
short-sighted  and «
hour they spend
sereens exacerbates the i
ment. In additon, innum
[ ]
K
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An odyssey of the mind

With e-reading becoming the predominant mode of reading,
an educator lists the benefits of print reading

erable problems related 1o
every dimension of life
have been identified: neck
pain, back pain, sleep defi-
ciency, lack of concentra-
tan, alienadon, aggres-
sion, depression ... the list
i« endless. These severely
impact academic perfor-
mances from a young age.
Vet they are so intoxicated,
any attempt al detoxifica-
A hardly produces any
pisitive results.

Despite the necessity of
-martphones,  students
nainly use them for enter-
runment, resulting in do-
dldiction.  They
hrengh social media
tning speed, piuse
) iy for videos,

)

e

pictures, images, and pho-
tos, and any effort of read-
ing terminates with the
first three or four lines, Gi-
ven that each on-screen
line contains about six
words, even a brief write-
up appears humongous
and remains unread. Jug-
gling an average of five
platforms, the avalanche of
information they encoun-
ter leads to overload, Jack
of focus, off-memory stor-
age, and an impossibility of
retrieval, almost amount-
ing to non-reading.

Also, with social media
being carriers of misinfor-
mation and  disinforma-
tion, they ofien consume
the news al, face value,

I m

eventually leading to
skewed perceptions, and
creating a widening gap
between real and the vir-
fual reality.

E-readers have deve-
loped a disregard for
books, dismissing them as
‘boring’ as they contain on-
Iy a ‘sea of words'. In con-
trast, e-texts are ‘alluring’
with their dynamic images,
photographs, highlights,
hyper-texts, appealing
layouts, varying fonts and
sizes, and realtime up-
dates. These features often
make them fixated, Howev-

er, this phenomenon
known as ‘doomscrolling’
certainly leads o
‘brainrot”.

|
Al
.

Benefits
P-reading, on the other |

hand, is a complex cogni-
tive process, demanding a
deep level of concentra-
tion. Decoding a text,
namely, meaning-making,
relies on prior knowledge
(schema) a reader takes to
it — inexperienced readers
may be content with com-
prehending  basic mean-
ing, but they can graduate
to advanced level through
sustained effort. Reading
involves multiple layers of
interaction: at the end of a
cline, readers can uncover
hidden meanings, engage
in inter-textuality to Fath-
om similarities and ditfe-

'-(

rences, generale parallel
texts, sift facts from opi
nions, and appreciate so-
phisticated linguistic ele-
ments such as metaphors,
allusions, ambiguities.

For an enriched reader,
p-reading is not a shallow
experience of absorbing in-
formation but a creative
and critical cognitive odys-
sey; one that transports
them to other worlds and,
at the same time, get under
the skin of writers. It en-
compasses a broad spec-
trum of multiple sub-skills,
which are untapped in e-
reading. To celebrate read-
ing as an immersive and in-
tellectually rewarding ex-
perience, it must be
uncluttered with push not-
ifications, advertisements,
and not compelling us for
likes, shares, and
comments.

A decisive evidence 1o
establish the superiority of
p-reading can be found
among countries that have
promoted tech-centric
education bur are now on
reversal course. [n 2009
Sweden ‘went all-in on dig-
ital education, ditching
textbooks for screens” but
is now investing 104 mil
lion to bring back text
books having realised the
detrimental effects on lear
ners’ reading and compre-
hension skills.

Truly, the shift is a wake-
up call for e-readers o
either switch to p-reading
or strike a balance.

Views
personal

expressed  are

The wntar 14 3 retired Profescor of
English ang Chief Exvecutive Ci
the Enghish Language Teachery
Asaociation of (ngi

Internship
portal

-

Henry Harvin
Education has
launched the Yuva
Intern Portal, an
Al-powered virtual
internship platform
offering more than
10,000 job
simulations. It aims
offer structured
internship
programmes across
diverse sectors su”
as healthcare, dat=
analytics, softwars:
development,
banking, finance
logistics, construc: -
media, and mor:

visit yuvaintern.ca-
wimle
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The challenges of public health education in India

he decision by the United States to

withdraw from the World Health

Organization (WHO) and drastically

reduce the scale of the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID) is
one that has sent shock waves through the aid
and public health world. This move has disrupted
essential health-care services in many low- and
middle-income countries. However, India has
been largely unaffected, as international aid
accounts for just 1% of its total health
expenditure. Nevertheless, the cessation of such
funding threatens to further shrink an already
constrained public health development sector,
which relies heavily on international support.
More importantly, this development directly
impacts the public health job market, reducing
opportunities for thousands who are pursuing
their Master of Public Health (MPH) and similar
postgraduate courses.

Public health plays a critical role in shaping a
nation’s well-being and health-care delivery. The
Constitution of India, through Article 47,
underlines the state’s responsibility to improve
public health care. Public health is a specialised
field that requires specific knowledge and skills to
effectively address people’s health needs. There is
an urgent need for a dedicated workforce in India
trained in public health, a fact that was very
starkly realised during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Beyond government systems, such a workforce is
essential for civil society organisations, academic
institutions, and research organisations engaged
in public health.

The evolution of training and jobs in India
Though the surge in public health education in
India is relatively recent, its history dates to the
colonial era. In the early days, public health was
largely embedded within medical teaching. This
narrow approach persisted despite the
establishment of the All India Institute of Hygiene
and Public Health, Kolkata in 1932 and the
subsequent inclusion of preventive and social
medicine - later known as community medicine
— as an essential part of medical education.
Specialists in community medicine, well-trained
in public health provided public health services
and met human resource needs in this field.
However, their numbers were limited, and they
were often engaged in medical teaching. Many
students pursued MPH courses abroad in
countries such as Australia, the European Union,
the United Kingdom and the U.S. Yet, the supply
of public health professionals remained
constrained. Recognising the growing need and
demand, MPH institutions and teaching
expanded in India.

The number of institutions offering MPH and
related courses in India has grown rapidly.
Currently, over 100 institutions offer master’s

e

is a senior public
health and health
policy expert and an
Adjunct Senior
Lecturer at the School
of Population Health,
University of New
South Wales,

Sydney, Australia

The key issue is
the mismatch
between supply
and demand,
with shrinking
job
opportunities
and the
dominance

of the

private sector

level courses in public health, whereas in 2000,
there was only one. This expansion coincided
with the launch of the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) in 2005, which opened public
health system roles to non-medical public health
specialists. A wide range of institutions, from
social science faculties to community medicine
departments within medical institutions, have
begun offering MPH courses. However, after an
initial surge in demand, government
recruitment for public health
specialists plateaued, while the ;
number of schools, programmes, and |
graduates continued to rise. Asa
result, securing jobs has become
increasingly difficult for graduates.
Compounding this issue are
challenges such as the lack of
standardised training, insufficient
practical learning opportunities, faculty
shortages, and varied curricula that inadequately
prepare students for real-world public health
challenges. In addition, institutions offering
public health courses are unevenly distributed,
with large and populous States such as Assam,
Bihar and Jharkhand, and many smaller and hilly
States, having none or only a limited number of
seats.

Hurdles graduates face, issues in education
The foremost challenge is the mismatch between
supply and demand, with limited and shrinking
job opportunities for graduates. Today,
entry-level positions in public health, such as
research or programme assistants, attract a very
high number of applications, with a significant
proportion of candidates being eligible. The
success rate remains exceptionally low, with only
a few positions available, Moreover, the shrinking
of public health roles and institutions within the
public system has further limited job prospects.
Efforts to establish public health management
cadres in States have been hindered by multiple
factors.

In recent times, the changing landscape of
health care, marked by the growing dominance of
the private sector in public health, further
restricts employment opportunities. The private
sector prioritises hospital and business
management professionals over public health
specialists. With limited opportunities in both the
public and private sectors, the research and
development sectors remain the primary
employers for graduates. However, these sectors
rely largely on foreign grants, and India is no
longer one of the priority countries for such
international funders. Similarly, the development
sector is constrained by limited funding, which is
expected to worsen further due to recent
decisions in the U.S. The national research and
health development funding remains in its early

_ ‘.«I\' ;: e
HEALTH &

development and is significantly underfunded.
Thus, the job scarcity for public health
professionals continues and can exacerbate
further.

Beyond job scarcity, there are concerns about
the quality of MPH education. The rapid spread
of public health schools has led to intense
competition to attract students, often at the
expense of compromising admission standards.
Many students enrol in these courses
without a clear understanding of the
field or passion needed to thrive in
this field. Further, public health
faculty often lack adequate training
and real-world experience. The
absence of a standardised curriculum
and clear outcome measures, despite
the Health Ministry’s model course
framework further exacerbates
concerns. In India, MPH courses are currently not
mandatorily regulated by any regulatory body.
Neither the National Medical Commission (NMC)
nor umbrella organisations such as the University
Grants Commission (UGC) oversee MPH training.
In the absence of these quality measures, the
overall quality of graduates is also impacted.

Approaches to consider

To address these challenges, a multi-pronged
approach is required. The most urgent priority is
to create public health jobs at all levels, from
primary care to State and national health
systems. In most developed countries with
established public health education systems,
governments are the largest employers of public
health professionals. Similarly, establishing a
dedicated public health cadre within State
governments would be a significant step. This
would not only create employment but also
strengthen public health systems.

Next, a robust regulatory mechanism must be
introduced by constituting a dedicated regulatory
body or a specialised public health education
division within existing regulatory agencies such
as the NMC or UGC. This department, led by
public health experts, should be responsible for
setting curriculum standards and minimum
training requirements while allowing room for
Institutional innovation, given that public health
is a dynamic and evolving discipline. Moreover,
public health training in all institutions must be
closely integrated with practical learning
opportunities within public health systems, There
Is a need to foster the growth of public health
Institutions in States where there are none or
only alimited number. The emerging global
situation calls for more national action and the
building of local ecosystems for sustainable
development in health.

w\gl®

The views expressed are persqu
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BREAKING THROUGH

Performance of Indian institutions in QS ratings is heartening.
They now need to reboot, improve learning experience

HE PERFORMANCE OF Indian institutes in the QS University World Ranking

Systemn, released last week, shows that their initiatives to upgrade the research

ecosystem are yielding results. Nine institutes in the country figure in the top

50and 79 Indian universities have madeit to the list, up from 69 last year. Indian
universities are particularly well represented in engineering (24 institutes), social sciences
(20 institutes) and natural sciences (19 institutes). It’s heartening that at a time when sev-
eral reports and surveys have called out the skill deficit of Indian graduates, the QS survey
speaks of the strides taken by the country’s top universities to improve their standing among
employers. However, QS 2025 also shows where the country lags inits endeavour to become
a top knowledge economy destination. It underlines that India’s elite universities need to
improve student learning experiences and enhance their global presence.

The resources available to students for teaching, supervision and curriculum develop-
ment play a crudial role in their learning experiences. The top runners in the QS ranking sys-
tem have a near perfect score on that metric. The best Indian universities, in contrast, score
between 10 and 20. Attracting an adequate number of qualified faculty and providing
them with favourable working conditions has been a longstanding problem of the coun-
try’s higher education milieu. In 2023, a CAG audit found that though the [ITs have been
recruiting faculty consistently, the pace of recruitment did not match student enrolment.
This historical weakness has, however, never been scientifically quantified.In 2009, atask
force set up by the erstwhile Ministry of Human Resource Development, called for “stand-
ing mechanism to monitor the size and quality of faculty resources and for data on faculty
members to be made available on the website of every academic institution”. This recom-
mendation has, at best, been partially implemented. The government does collect faculty-
related data for its Annual Survey of Higher Education. However, this is a voluntary process
for institutions and the numbers are not verified by an independent agency.

The QS survey suggests that Indian universities could benefit from global collaborations
which enable the “country’s scholars to access a wider range of academic debates and dis-
coveries”. The National Education Policy too rightly emphasises the role of cross-border col-
laborations. The government has also invited universities outside the country to set up cam-
pusesin India. And, in 2023, TT-Madras set up a wing in Zanzibar, Tanzania. Internationalisation
is, however, a work in progress. The need of the hour is to liberalise the student exchange
rules between Indian and foreign universities as well as build linkages with industry. Indian
education administrators could perhaps do well to take cues from the 17-year-old tie-up be-
tween I[IT-Bombay, among the consistent performers from the country in global ratings, and
Monash University in Australia. If there's one message from the latest QS rankings it’s this —
top Indian institutes require more of such nurturing. That could provide them with the ex-
perience required to play a critical role in the education milieu — handhold the smaller uni-
versities that cater to the bulk of the needs of the country’s aspirational classes. ;ﬁ‘\'\\ W /
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ONANRF RESEARCH SUPPORT

We have developed a
mentorship model
where top-tier
institutions will mentor
maybe three to seven
state public universities.
We hope that way the
research ccosystem

will grow

Amitabh Sinha: Canyou tell usa fow
reasons vy this is an cwiting period
forIndian scienee?

First. both in our academic institutions:
and research abs, our emphasisan funda-
mental research has ingreased. That in-
cludes the IITs as well. Second, there are
effons o convert v nesearchin academic
mtiutions into transkabenal research and
commercialisable rechnologies. Third, at
the governmend level, we havetaken steps
tooreate a reseanch ecogystem, The estab-
lishment of Anusandhan Nasonal
Research Foundation | ANRF)is atransfor-
miative step. We have alsolaunched many
mission-mode projects, This is ercourag-
ingour sciensific community ta think big
and take-on Large-scabe projects. Inouruni-
versities and academic institutions, peo-
e are maving from just teaching to do-
ing sclentific research and taking on
mission-mede projects which are multi-
instiruticn, multi-disaplinary and maln-
faculty Globally, there are alot of techno-
logical breakthraughs, be they in Al or
quantum technalagies or disraptive tech-
nobomes it the bio sectors wiichinclude
gene therapy and bio manufacturing. In
many ways, these are cooting times,

Amitabh Sinha: What is the vision for
sciencein 20477 What needs to
happen withinsdence, for the Viksit
Dharat goal to be realised?

“The vision far achieving Viksit Bharat
gaals by 2047 really depends upon mak-
ing aur country a lechnabogical powes,
Arad to do that, we have to develop tech-
nolagies that will address global chak-
lenges aswell as schve the problems of aur
coumiry and society, These problems can
D put into three buckets.

Oneis to addeess the challenges of re-
sree constraints in tenms of thirgs like
food and wates scarcity, housing and ur-
ban infrasimucrre. W have (o find tech-
nological salutions b address these prob-
lewmis, Second i ransfarming lifestyles and
improving quality of life. With the in-
crease i life expectancy, India wilihave a
significant alder pogulation. So. thinking
abiut an allordable, scalable heaithcare
salurion will be ki, Then issuesof trans-
port and envronment, essentsally cimatz
change, will have to be addressed So.if
we can develap technotogies which can
mve us splubions that are alTardalile and
can be absaehed into the saciety, | think
we can transform the entin landscape. 0
is important for us to not only became
technologically sell-reliant but also de-
velop selutions which are disruptive and

| {Right) Abhay Karandikar. Secretary, Department of Science & Technology,
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to the Government of India,
Department of Sclence &
Technology. is leading

efforts to upgrade the quality

of scientific researchin the

country. Inthe last few years,

anumberof crucial
interventions have been
made — setting up of
Anusandhan National

WHY ABHAY KARANDIKAR
Abhay Karandikar, Secretary

Research Foundation,

Rs 1lakh crore corpus for
stimulating R&D in private
sectorand setting up of
several science missions —
that have the potential to
transfarm the science and
technology ecosystem.
Sclentific researchis being
seenas keytothe 2047
Viksit Bharat goal

ONCHINA'S PROGRESS
China invested heavily
not only in funding
(research) but alsoin
talent. They encouraged
Chinese scien
wWere \v()rking all around
the world to work with
home institutions and
back-home scientists

ts wha

‘We need to not only be technologically
self-reliant but also develop solutions
that are disruptive and game-changing’

Abhay Karandikar, Secretary, Department of Science & Technology, on the government’s push for research, funding challenges for R&D
and India’s role in developing global 6G standards. The session was moderated by Amitabh Sinha, Deputy Editor, The Indian Express
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public universitics vall grow,

breakthrough development. That in-
cludes institutions such as TIFR, 115¢

solutions which are more climate-
Irenitly. As for critical minerals, we an-
nounced a National Mineral Mission.
‘Whatever our natusal resqurces are, we
need to develop the technolegy for bath

allyreversed now, Whin the ITs were es-
cablished in che 19505, 90 percent of the
graduates went abread and did their
Mlaster's and settled there Mowadns only
100015 percent T grachuates are actually
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startup ecosystem. Wi have now got
150,000 starmups and VT funding too

about LSS 70 to 80 bulion in The Last few
years, Now, our estimate s that maybe
only 10,000 or 15000 af these are aci-
ally technatogy startups Most of the VO
funding is in the e-commerce space, 1T
and business processes space. Wi don't
Thave a startup in gene therapy, for in-
stance, and very few developng culung-
edge medical technalogy or developng
quanum compuiers 50w aie stuck Wie

ane o abile 1o spur imm‘JﬂmJ\mIig?v-
s

Wil ANKE the teal operaionahebion
taprpencd ondy last year We lune certain
prenet scademic inditutions winchare
[GILTET s research, we need 10
e thal, warea luge numberofun
versinies sl colleges where research is
sall at 3 mascene stage ANRF 15 fllowang
a tw- pronged approach. e 10 Iund
research i aussaon pode al second 13
Iuhl'lir>L\h'nu|:|u'||||l\rr\|hr.\.n1d(rn-
ralunmersitics 10 mprove Uhear research

culture, For the second part we have de-
uewphl,\nu-nrulshlumol]rl\\!h:ll'lurh
will menior nuybe thiee

budgat, the governiment annourced the

] !
to seven state pulilc unversies ferie

are getting drafted now:
Soifwe get our act
together, we will not be
late. We can develop
technology and drive
evolution. There is an
opportunity for India to
contribute globally

ther breakthrawghs whach are m sbun-

danc in curcountry, Uren e canbecome.

rechnologically sovereign. in ANRF, we

T aunched an electne vehicle mussion,

where we tr2ck and suppart research in
e and newr gk

[ India, we massed the 46 bus. But in
SG we hiwe contributed al the global
sl Wiz e a o mpellected property’
rights in %5 by manmy of aur acidemat -
stitunens. which includcs My awn -
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Aakash Joshiz Given our best talent i
H-1B visas, what

Hyderabad. Some af thise patents have
goneintothe 5 stancards. In b0, the te-
i g i Sl

ireyour theughts an how subsidising
education, lke n the IITs, is |
and

governments abroad? |
Lt me ted] you thar the mend has Jetus

Nl Beinl

mn N

we gl our T ms;tl e, wiewalinot be Lite,
W can develop techaolagy and dnve
eynlursan. Theee 1 4n cppartunity for
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degree doubled in 2020s from 2000s |

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

he landscape of H-1B visa

l approvals has undergone a

dramatic transformation

over the past two decades, accord-

ing to data collated by the Pew Re-
search Survey.

At the start of the millennium,
57% of approved H-1B workers had
a bachelor’s degree, while only
31% had a master’s degree. By
2021, these numbers had flipped —
only 34% held a bachelor’s degree
and 57% had a master’s degree
(Chart 1). This means that a four-
year degree has become less suffi-
cient for securing a visa.

In the 2000s, about 10% of ap-
proved H-1B applications were re-
newals, while most were new. By
the 2020s, renewals had grown to
one-third of all approvals (Chart
2). So, it has become increasingly
tough for new applicants to secure
a H-1B visa.

The denial rate for H-1B applica-
tions dropped to a record low of
around 2% under former Presi-
dent Joe Biden, down from a peak
of 15% during Donald Trump’s first
term. Under Barack Obama, it had
fluctuated between 5% and 10%
(Chart 3). This data gains promi-
nence with Mr. Trump serving a
second term as President, though
Republicans are divided over the
skilled immigration issue.

In the 2000s, Indians had ac-
counted for 40-50% of approvals.
This rose to over 70% from the
mid-2010s (Chart 4).

In 2023, 65% of approved H-1B
workers were hired for computer-
related jobs. They also received a
higher median annual salary than
other job types, though managers
had a significantly higher average
salary (Chart 5).

In 2&2_'-3, Amazon sponsored the
highest number of H-1B visas (2.9%
of total approvals), followed by
Cognizant Technology Sc:lul:lcm-.v.ci
Infosys, Tata Consultancy, an
Google (Table 6).

C"E v

A profile of H-1B workers

The charts are sourced from Pew Research Centre's “What we know about the U.S, H-18 visa program”
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I Chart 5: The % and median annual salary of H-1B
| workers approved in fiscal year 2023, by occupation

% of H-1B
workers

Median annual
salary ($)

Architecture engineering
and surveying

Education

Administrative |
specialisations |

Medicine and health

Mathematics and
physical sciences

Life sclences
Managers and officials

Miscellaneous professional
technical and managerial

Soclal sciences 0.8

—}F--—

Chart 3: The % share of H-1B applications denied
each fiscal year

Trum
rump

1
Renewal applications

0
2009

2013 2017 2021 2024

Table 6: Employers with the highest number of
H-18 applications approved in fiscal year 2023
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MBA helps future-proot
careers in the age of Al

he idea that the Master of Business

Administration (MBA) degree is in

decline is exaggerated. In fact, the

degree remains the most sought-after
graduate credential worldwide. Since 2011,
the MBA has been the most popular master’s
degree in thé US and over 250,000 students
enrol in MBA programmes worldwide each
year.

Top business schools are seeing a rise in
applications. In 2024, applications at US
business schools grew by 12%, with elite
institutions seeing even bigger increases. In
India, over 330,000 students registered for
the Common Admission Test (CAT),
underscoring the degree’s enduring
appeal. This enthusiasm is backed
by strong employability numbers.
In India, employability among busi-
ness administration graduates
(78%) far outpaces the overall youth
employability rate (55%). Top exec-
utives are more likely to hold an
MBA than any other graduate
degree. Employers continue to
value the MBA as a signal of leader-
ship potential, problem solving, and
business acumen.

Does the rise of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) reduce the value of the

Saravanan
Kesavan

oversight, and adapting (0 regulatory
requirements and ethical norms are all
important leadership skills that will be much
sought after, MBAs will be the change agents
ushering in a new era of Al-driven business.
" Placements at leading B-schools remain
strong, with any downturns typically reflect-
ing broader economic trends rather than a
weakening of the MBA's value. MBA salaries
(a unidimensional but nevertheless a much-
followed metric) continue to rise, and
B-school rankings emphasise salary growth
over a five-year period to highlight long-term
value. Overall, graduates benefit from career
growth and long-term financial
returns.

Beyond corporate careers, an
MBA is increasingly valuable for
entrepreneurs. While entrepre-
neurs don’t need an MBA per se,
entrepreneurs with MBAs increase
their odds of success, benefiting
from structured problem-solving, ;
financial acumen, and leadership
training. The future of work may
see more professionals becoming
free agents, or managers of “Me,
Inc.” and an MBA provides the skills
to navigate that scenario.

According to a 2024 Graduate®

MBA degree? Far from it. Instead, P Management Admission Council
Alis actﬁally elevating the degree’s Kashyap (GMAC) survey of employers, stra-
value. Businesses across industries Kompella  tegic thinking, problem solving,

must navigate big changes as Alis
poised to automate chunks of
knowledge work, alter traditional .
business models, and reshape industries.
While the impact of Al will be significant, we
do not yet know the full pace and trajectory
of Al adoption. For example, a senior execu-
tive of an organisation thatisa global leader
in the banking sector mentioned that their
organisation was testing over 600 use cases
of Al with the expectation that only 100 of
them might pan out for implementation.
Navigating such unpredictability requires
training in decision-making un;ler uncer-
tainty — a skill that MBAs are trained in and
one that is likely to become invaluable as Al
and digital transformation technologies
accelerate change.

A modern MBA also offers a we_ll-roungied
combination of soft skills, strategic thinking,
Al and data-related technical skills, and
functional competencies. Understanding
when and what to automate, managing
change, spotting opportunities for Al-ena-
bled products and services, ensuring human

technology skills, and Al profi-
ciency are the most important
future skills for MBAs. Employers 8
in South Asia rank Al competency among
the top three skills. Leading B-schools recog-
nise the need to adapt, and are embedding
Al digital transformation, and entrepre- )
neurial thinking deeply into their curricula.
A different GMAC survey in 2024 found that
42% of business schools now offer courses
on Al-augmented decision-making and Al
applications.

The Master of Business Administration
may well be called the Master of Business
Adaptability. As Al advances and reshapes
industries, professionals will need broad-
based business knowledge, execution chops
and leadership skills more than ever. The
MBA remains the best bet for those who
want to thrive in this new era.

Saravanan Kesavan is dean and professor of
cp.eran'ons and Kashyap Kompella is visiting
professor of Al at BITS School of Management.
The views expresseq are personal
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BY YOGENDRA YADAV

LETS END_TI-IIS farce of Hindi as rajbhasha, the
ceremonial official language of the Indian

Union. Thisabdication cannot doanyharmto *

Hindi: the child-monarch-for-ever status has
neither served Hindi nor the country. This tit-
ular demotion might connect Hindi to
bhashas, the various Indian languages that
share her fate, At the very least, it would re-
move the diversion of “Hindi imposition" that
prevents any serious conversation about the
real linguistic apartheid, the imperialism of
English. And who knows, this might well be a
step towards swaraj in ideas. )

Let’s face it: The Hindi policy followed in
the last 75 years has been counterproductive.
Hindi does occupy a special space in the lin-
guisticdiversity of India by virtue of its sheer
size. With over 60 crore (42 per cent of the
current population) speakers under the um-
brellaof whatthe census categorises as Hindi,
itis the world's fourth largest language, way
biggerthanany other Indian language. Hindi
canserve as abridge in our multilingual land-
scape, provided it retains and nurtures its
multilingual roots with languages subsumed
within itand branches that reach out to other
Indian languages. Conversely, a Hindi discon-
nected from its roots and branches can de-
link India. AHindi that seeks toremain “pure”,
assumes a higher status and demands respect
from everyone else is bound to become ave-
hicle of communalism, accentuate a cultural
rift and weaken national unity. So far, the to-
kenism of rajbhasha status for Hindi has
achieved the worst of both worlds. As a re-
sult, Hindi is like the proverbial sauteli ma
(stepmother) to its own languages and a
failed saas, the proverbial Indian mother-in-
law, to other Indian languages, with little to
command respect. The BJPs latest Hindi push
threatens to make matters worse.

In his poem ‘Hamari Hindi', Raghuveer
Sahay, the renowned poet, writer and editor,
compared it to“duhaju ki nayi bibi" — the yo-
ung, new wife of an old, wealthy widower —
who “over-talks, over-sleeps and over-eats”.
Her loveless world, full of envy, petty bicker-
ingand aggrandisement, captured the empty
gratificationof being Hindiin post-independ-
ence India. This reminds you of Fanon's descr-
iptionofthe path nlogy of the Black opplressed.

Little has changed in the 60 years since he

penned this poem. Ifanything, the hegemony
of Englishis now cast instone, Hindi speakers
with whatever means havejoined the national
exodus towards English-mediumschools. The
“rmidelle-class” elite inthe Hindihpllwould not
be caught dead reading a Hindi newspaper.
Their home language is now a diglossia of
Hindi and English. Everyday signs of Hindr's
subordination are now the furniture of ourso-
cial life. Advertisements of English speaking
courses, Parents presenting their children to
the guests in “doggy English”. Youth desper-
ate to impress their boy/girl ﬁ'ienlds inbroken
English. If English looks up, Hindilacks.

It has not been possible toteach the : nunlh
Jargest language in the world initsown heart-
Ia;gde,let::;ﬂegl’urcc otherstodo 50, N_sEltsur—
veysremind usthatamajority of Hindi-speak-
ing rural students in Class 5 cannol read a

" -

paragraph from the Hindi textbook meant for
Class 2. Most graduates from Hindi-medium
colleges cannot get their Hindi grammar or
even spellings right. Hindi has not produced or
sustained an intellectual culture that anyone
can look up to. Hindi writers continue to pro-
duceworld-class fiction and poetry, butaned-
ucated person from a Hindi state would not
recognise the name of a living legend like
Vinod Kumar Shukla. There are some excep-
tional journalists, but not one newspaper of
calibre. Forget cutting-edge science, technol-
ogy orsodal science, there are noquality text-
books in any academic discipline to meet the
pressing need of millions of students whoend
updoing higher education in Hindi medium.
The last Hindi magazine that could serve asa
carrierofideas was Dinmaan (inddentally, ed-
ited by Raghuveer Sahay), which folded half
acentury ago.

In a country where students are fined for
speaking Hindi at school, any talk of Hindi
hegemony cannot but be a cruel joke. Hege-
mony presupposes effective control and cul-
tural legiimacy. Hindi has none. English is the
language of the Indian ruling class. It enjoys
the cultural clout, the money, the backing of
avery powerful education industry. Its dom-
inance is accepted and internalised by those
overwhomit rules. That is cultural hegemony.

It would also be wrong to speak of Hindi
dominance, brute power without legitimacy,
except in one context. Notwithstanding the
brouhaha of Hindi supremacists, the fact is
that Hindi has not been forced upon non-
Hindi speakers the way Russian was forced
upon non-Russians in the USSR or Mandarin
inTibet. Justas well,since a respect for linguis-
ticdiversity has saved the Indianrepublic. The
pointabout dominance is true vis-a-vis Urdu
and about three dozen languages that were
subsumed within Hindi and could well have
become separate languagesin theirown night.
Inall faimess, in this respect Hindiis no differ-
ent from most of the languages of the Eighth
schedule, each of which has subsumed sev-

al others. o
m‘lhcre is some truth to the charge ner_.dl
il]\pﬂﬁi[iﬂll.Wi‘lill‘.‘ the prcn\oliuuol'ﬁw Tujb—
hasha has done little to empower }_Imdn. the
ritual visits by the Rajbhasha Samiti and cos-
meticinsistenceon Hindibillboards and name
plates does cause heartburn for npn-Hl_nL_ll
speakers. O late. all Government of Indiaini-
natives and schemes carry Hindior Sanskritic
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asha, not rajbhasha

The Hindi policy followed in the past 75 years
has served neither Hindi nor the country

All the 22 languages in the
Eighth Schedule should be
given the status of official
language. We do not need
one national, official or link
language. September 14
should be converted from
Hindi Diwas into Bhasha
Diwas, a day to celebrate all
Indian languages. All
Government of India
attempts at Hindi
promotion should be
stopped. Bombay cinema,
cricket commentary, TV
news and soap opera have
done more to promote Hindi
than any oflicial eftort.

C R Sasikumar
names, which must cause irritation, Hindi
speakers malke matters worse by claiming
that Hindi is a “national language”, a claim
with no support in law or the Constitution,
and by harassing non-Hindi speakers in pub-
lic or semi-public contexts. This formal title,
without power or authority, has resulted in
wieak powerin limited official domains, which
has proved counterproductive,

Here, then, 1s a proposal. All the 22 lan-
guagesinthe Eighth Schedule should be given
the status of official language. We do not need
one national, official or link language.
September 14 should be converted from Hindi
Diwas into Bhasha Diwas, a day to celebrate
allIndian languages. All Government of India
attempts at Hindi promotion should be
stopped. Bombay cinema, cricket commen-
tary, TV news and soap opera have done more
to promote Hindi than any official effort.
Promotion of Hindi should be left to the gov-
ermnmentsof Hindi-speaking states and tovol-
untary efforts. Those who need alink language
should chooseit for themselves. Ifitwishes to
bealinklanguage, Hindi must allow itself to be
polluted by other languages and permit mul-
tiple registers of “correct” Hindi.

Instead of Hindi promotion, we should
have a national mission for promotion of
bhashas. The old Lohiaite slogan of “Banish
English" won't work now. What we need is a
“Build Bhashas” campaign, This would require
large-scale, well-funded schemes to produce,
translate or recreate children’s books, higher
education textbooks and scientific resources
in all these 22 languages. This should be ac-
companied by generous state support for cre-
ating institutions to protect and promote at
least 100 non-Scheduled languages, the so-
called “dialects", carefully documented re-
cently by the People's Linguistic Survey of
India. The starting point could be a national
resolve, encoded in the Right to Education, to
provide primaryeducation toeachchild inher
mother tongue, in any Scheduled or non-
Scheduled language.

Hindi is a lokbhasha and it is best that it
remains so. And once we have this issue out
of the way, can we begin discussing lin-
guicism, just s we discuss racism, casteism
and sexism?

Yadav is member, Swaraj India, and national
convenorof Bharat fodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal
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A NOTE OF HOPE

A primary school in West Bengal has set up a mailbox to help
students unburden. Change can start with a small step

ONG BEFORE FRIENDSHIPS became a click and a swipe away — easily gained,

superficially experienced and just as easily forsaken — there was once the com-

fort of letters in which one poured one's heart out to a trusted confidante. The

mailman was the conduit and when the response arrived, it brought with it
the promise of a safe space. Those days of letter-writing might be in the past but the men-
tal-health crisis in India, especially among the young, shows that the need for safe spaces
has only grown stronger over time. For many young people, hidden under the weight of
everyday life lies a world of emotional turmoil that they are too young, too scared, or too
ashamed to articulate. A school in Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, has taken a quiet step in address-
ing this crisis. It has set up the mon peon-er bag —awooden letterbox that is fast becom-
ing arepository of secrets at the government-sponsored Fanindra Deb Institution, where
children from pre-primary to Class IV, mostly aged between five and 10years, share their
hopes, confessions, and deepest insecurities, often anonymously.

Implemented as part of a mental-health support programme, in the month since its
inauguration, the initiative has seen nearly 100 notes in which students have spoken of
all that they hold within — hopes for more games classes, distress over disputes between
parents, longing for a parent who works in a different state or hurt against one who
chooses work over family. The school plans to reach out to families, particularly of students
grappling with parental conflict, to counsel them into negotiating domestic turbulence
better. But more than anything else, what the simple act has done is to empower pupils
to speak up — knowing that their voices won't go unheeded.

In a world that often rushes past the struggles of its youngest, the mon peon-erbagisa
reminder that even the smallest gesture can spark profound change. In the vulnerability

shared and the hope received, seeds of resilience and healing are sown, one note at tme.
S
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Reclaiming education: The missing Gandhian link

!ndia’s post-independence education system was built with urgency but lacked the necessary foundation of values. By reconnecting with India’s FIRST _
intellectual traditions and fostering inclusivity, the nation can reshape its its education system to build a future rooted in both wisdom and progress CUI umn

i s in India i i

ly after independence were initiated hasti-

ly in an attempt to achieve too much in too

little time, and that too under a severe pauci-

ty of human and material resources. This has proven

to be too costly for the nation in the long run, as

itnow suffers from non-functional schools, absen-
tee teachers, and proxy teachers.

My interpretation is that our teacher preparation
institutions have either ignored, forgetten, ar
failed to appreciate the importance of the values that
once brought the entire nation together. It was the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi that fostered com-
mitment, dedication, sacrifice, care for others, and
a lifelong devotion to the nation. These are com-
monly referred to as Gandhian values in public dis-
course. Unfortunately, Gandhian values were
neglected in practically every sector as successive
generations took over the management of the
nation.

The expectations from teachers and the educa-
tion system have always been very high, They are
supposed to set standards, norms, practices,
morals, ethics, and values, Unfortunately, the phe-
nomenon of eroding values has not spared the edu-
cation system and its teachers. Eminent education-
ist DD Kothari aptly puts it: “The basic task of edu-
cation-education at all levels-is to promote powers
of the mind, the acquisition of special skills, and
the advancement of knowledge Above all, it
should generate in the younger generation a sense
of purposefulness and mission, dedication, confi-
dence in themselves, and faith in the country’s
future. To underscore the significance of moral edu-

cation and the promotion of an abiding sense of eth-
ical values and social responsibility as integral ele-
ments of education in any society, secular
or otherwise”

This statement deserves to be read
multiple times, and more importantly, it
should inspire an intensive process of con-
tinuous reflection ("Manan') and interac-
tive discussions (‘Chintan’). A serious

is required, heginning with
schools and extending to institutions of
higher learning. To contextualise this
issue within the 215t century, let me briefly
digress before returning to the focal
point.

One outstanding individual who envi-
sioned post-independence education in India with
a deep understanding of both its past and present,
while simultaneously foreseeing its future, was Dr
DS Kotharl. A great physicist, researcher, and lep-
endary educator, his profound insight into spiritu-
ality and the Indian tradition of generating, trans-
ferring, and utilising knowledge-with the funda-
mental objective of serving the people-made him
exceptionally suited for his role as Chairperson of
the MNati o i on Ed (1964-66).
This author had the privitege of attending some of

impossible not to be impressed by his
- articulation, pragmatism, and vision.

For India, his prescription for the
future was succincily captured in four
letters: "STPG." Yes, India and Indian
education need to focus on ‘Science,
Technalogy, Production, and Gandhi’
It was more than five decades ago that
this approach profoundly influenced

thought process, sparking a keen
desire to comprehend it in the modern
era-a time dominated by Western
education, thought, and culture.
Kotharl’s prescription demanded a
deep familiarity with Indian traditions and culture,
a recognition of their historical challenges, and an
incisive, unbiased analysis of Western knowledge
systems-without either undue prejudice or blind
admiration,

On o personal note, listening 1o Professor
Kotharl transformed my reading Interests and my
entire approach to educational reform. Several com-
mittee and commission reports have followed the
Kotharl Commission Report. These were necessary,

as the pace of change, technology, and pedagogy

his lectures at NCERT and other institutions. It was

QUR TEACHER PREPARATION
INSTITUTIONS HAVE EITHER
IGNORED, FORGOTTEN, OR FAILED
TO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE VALUES THAT ONCE
BROUGHT THE ENTIRE NATION
TOGETHER. IT WAS THE
LEADERSHIP OF MAHATMA GANDHI
THAT FOSTERED COMMITMENT,
DEDICATION, SACRIFICE, CARE FOR

OTHERS, AND A LIFELONG
DEVOTION TO THE NAT

demanded constant evolution, Terminology may
change with time, but for India, it has always been
the 'in-built dynamism and effective corrective
procedures’ within its eternal way of life that sus-
tain it This inner strength of the Indian education
system has allowed it to withstand onslaughts from
various directions.

Unfortunately, the "Gandhi” component of the
STPG quartet proposed by Dr Kothari never
received the attention it truly deserved. The
neglect of Gandhian values s visible from
schools to universities, with few exceptions. When
one broadens their perspective, it becomes evi-
dent that this oversight has had far-reaching con-
sequences. In simpler terms, one may ask: Has
India ignored the fundamental purpose of
education?

Within the education system, if one examines
the implications closely. the focus will alwavs
return to teachers. Every teacher must
constantly ask themsel all Indian students,
from their early schooling years-including home
sehaoling-being taught in the same idiom {not
language) th religions are equal? 1at loe me,
mine is the best, and for oy neighbor, his is 16
best for him? That our ultineate goal, regandioss

of our religion, is the same?

It bears repeating that nearly every Indian
teacher in a government school teaches a multi-
religious classroom. Therefore, they must be well-
equipped-and personally convinced-of the beau-
ty of diversity in all its forms, including religious
diversity, A teacher who acknowledges their
responsibility as a creator of a united, integrated,
and cohesive future for India must be aware of the
vast treasure of great Indian scriptures, many of
which are not necessarily religious but serve as
guides for a ‘contented, contributing, and creative’
life. & teacher must be free from preconceived
prejudices and biases. Those who are committed
to this cause can seek guidance from an address
Mahatma Gandhi delivered to students and
teachers at Banaras Hindu University: “Early in
my childhood, I felt the need for a scripture that
would serve as an unfailing guide through the tri-
als and temptations of life, Today. the Gita is not
only my Bible or my Quran, it is more than thai-
it is my mother” A large number of institutions
are now engaged in in-depth research and
serious studies an the Indian Knowledge System
(1KS). One hopes that, despite misinterpretations
of secularism, these studies will not ignore the
impaortance of ancient Indian scriptures and their
CDB[EITJ'PO!'JIY relevance.

Conclusion

India’s post-independence education system,
while ambitious, struggled with limited resources
and a rushed implementation, leading to long-
term consequences such as dysfunctional schools
and a decline in values-based education

The erosion of Gandhian values—commitment
sacrifice, and national devotion—has been par-
ticularly detrimental. Teachers, as moral and intel-
lectual leaders, must be equipped to foster ethi
cal awareness and social responsibility, Dr DS
Kothari's vision of "STPG"—Science, Technology,
Preduction, and Gandhi—oftered a bluepring for

Indias educational growth. While science and
technology have advanced, the Gandhian compo

nent has been largely neglected. This omission has
impacted not only the education system but also
India’s moral and so .

A reassessment is necessary, emphasising
value-based education and ceh t

offer by
maodern educ

h tme-tested values can India
m svstens that nurtures both
< 4 prosperous
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The perils of imposing a language

Describing the DMK as secessionist over the ‘Roo’ issue betrays th
5 : — iR D .

_ SOUTH SIDE
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

771 ¥ HE Tamil Nadu Gov-
| ernment’s use of the
i Tamil letter ‘Roo’
IS instead of the Indian
currency symbol in
the promotional logo of the state
Budget has caused a nationwide
stic Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the use of Tamil
to denote the national currency
was “more than mere symbol-
1sm”, and that “it signals a dan-
gerous mindset that weakens
Indian unityv and promotes
secessionist sentiments under
the pretence of regional pride”.
State BJP president K Anna-
malzai called it a ‘stupid’ move
because of the DMK s rejection of
a symbol that had been designed
by a Tamil designer at IT-Guwa-
hati who also happens to be the
son of a former DMK legislator
‘Roo’ is commonly used for the
rupee in Tamil Its use by the
DMK seemed intended to sym-
bolise Stalin's pushback against
the National Education Policy
(NEP,) over the three-language
formula, seen as a move for a
backdoor imposition of Hindi in
the state, If the BJP is accusing
Chief Minister MK Stalin of
resorting o linguistic chauvin-
\=m o divert atlention from the
alleged faijures of his govern-
rrent a year ahead of the Assem-
1y Eleetions, it ean also be argued
that 0 the high noon of Hindu
pner the DMK leader is not the
wrly poliician in the country to
{all back on identity, The oulrage
river the DMK's aclions 5eems
dipruperionate and selecve.
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GAMBIT: Tamil Nadu CM Stalin is not the only leader in the country

B o

to fall back on identity politics. Fmi

. .8

ing its government every five
years. Only Jayalalithaa was
able to break the one-term jinx,
leading the ATADMK to power
for a second term in 2016. The
DME would be nervous, espe-

cially with the newbie Tamilaga '

Vettri Kazhagam led by actor
Vijay bringing a fresh element
to old equations. )
Instead of waiting for the BJP
or other Opposition parties to
set the agenda, the DMK has
reached into its own arsenal and
come up with language and
delimitation. Mozhi prachnai
(language issue) and thokuthi
prachnai (delimitation issue)
are now corner-shop buzzwords
in the state. It is an earlier-than-
usual buildup to the elections.
The tall order, though, is to keep
these issues going for another
year. The opposition ATADMK
and Vijay have no option but to
support the DMK's stand on
both issues. Indeed, the
AIADMEK, which could find
itself in alliance with the BJP for
the elections i the stars align,
claims to be the first to have
opposed the NEP in 2020, when
|I_I'. .-l-l\_( VAR MRS t‘\?l’\' _
‘#’e nearly 100-year-old history
of political resistance Lo Hindiin
Pl Nadu s well known. The

‘mame o

When will communal
slurs and hate speech
be described as a
threat to Indias unity?

puzzle really is why the BJP
rekindled an issue that had lain
dormant, by making the disbur-
sal of Central education funds
conditional on the state govern-
ment adopting the NEP's three-
language formula. For the BJP
which has dropped plenty of
hints about its desire to ‘Hindi-
ise' India — renaming the Indi-
an Penal Code and the Criminal
Ax \::U\A& (11} lm|*}.| i the

ecolonisation is one
example — the dilemma is that
backing down now would seem

Ve

like political weakness.

True, the NEP does not stipulate
that the third language has to be
Hindi. In practical terms, though,
it would be Hindi. State schools
would find it difficult, financially
and logistically, to hire teachers
for an array of third languages.
And teaching Hindi would
become the default option if only
because—and hereistheirony—
Hindi teachers may be easier to
find and hire in Tamil Nadu than
say teachers for Malayalam or
Kannada or even Telugu.

This is why Andhra Pradesh
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan is
posing the wrong question.
“Why do they dub Tarnil films in
Hindi for financial gains?” asked
the newest ambassador for Hin-
di and Hindutva in the South,
3CCUSi.ng the DMK of
‘hypocrisy’. The short answer is
that Tamil Nadu is not agamnst
Hindi. The opposition is to the
imposition of HindL.

Surprising as it may sound,
lakhs of people in Tamil Nadu
learn Hindi voluntarily. No
political party or leader is

stopping them.
Uhie othier aide g the coiIlL 1=

that lakhs of north Indians
arrive in Tamil Nadu seceking
employment, speaking no lan-

e BJP's centralising impulse

guage other than Hindi. Forg=
that under the three-languzg=
formula, they did not lear
Tamil in their schools in Uttar
Pradesh or Bihar. They are not
being forced to learn Tamul 1o
find employment in Taml
Nadu. Nor is there a dikta
against speaking in Hindi in the
state. Some may learn a little
Tamil to get by. Their Tamil
employers or colleagues or cus-
tomers may try and close the
communication gap with what-
ever Hindi they know.
A visit to any Chennai restau-
rant would be instructive — a
north Indian waiter and a Tamil
customer conversing in each oth-
er's language to ensure the fced
order is not lost in translation. It
may not be the perfect jugaltan-
di, but it gets the job done. In the
same vein, the long-standing col-
laboration between the Hindi
and Tamil film industries is not
hypocrisy, as Kalyan ferms it, bu:
an example of a voluntary, organ-
ic coming together of people for
economic or social reasons.
Imposing alanguage, on the ot-
er hand, backdoor or otherwise.
has never ended well If Taml
Nadu's anti-Hindi movements of
the past are not lesson encugh on
this, India’s neighbourhood offers
even more stark lessons about
how the politics of national urumy
through a single language can 20
badly wrong. Pakistan practcally
lost its eastern part the day Urdu
was declared the national lan-
guage, just months after celebral-
ing its creation in 137, Wha
began as a movement aganst
Urduculminated inthe 1971 parz-
ton of the country, with Indu pa-
viding the final push The S
hala Only’ lemslation was the
Upping point in the nit beneen
Sinhalese and Tamils that kxito 2
30-yearlong civil wa;
Deseribing the DMK wiuh
remains engaged with e Co
e on all issues, wneluding the
N-.EP A3 "Secessiomist’ for 1S use
of "Roo’ botrays the BIP < con-
Walia g paiise siind 1> viose .
regional parties w oppasifion Lo
it Tt also shows a dangerous dis
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BIG CROSSOVER

How GenAl isreshaping
learning approaches

~ Automation presents
opportunity butrisks
learningloss. Canstudents
ace thisrace? -

HOIMAWATI TALUKDAR AND
‘ S SHANTHARAJU

he popular movie franchise Mad
Max has a post-apocalyptic,
dystopian setting and is themed
around human survival against odds.
It’s a mirror to societal collapse due
to war and human desire to possess
wealth. Those who succeed in this pos-
session will control therest of the world
andthosewhoarenotpartofthetroupe
will have to exhibit their exceptional
survival skills. In contemporary times,
our constant interaction with Genera-
tive Artificial Intelligence throws'at us
animportantquestion: Are we turning
into the survivors of the wasteland por-
trayed in the Mad Max films?
~ Everyuserintherealm of AlisaMax
becauseweare constantly swimming in
thewhirlpool of information. Asarace,
our constantneed tocompete witheach
other is fixated as it is the fittest who
survives. From children to adults, from
studentstoacademics, from corporate
workers to industry peers, we have all
become a part of this degenerative,
transformational race to conquer Al
Understanding whether AI plat-
forms are fighting with each other or
with the human kind is a puzzle. Never-
theless, whatis evident is the shift with-
intechnologicalinfrastructureandthe
traditional workflowmediated by inter-
net networks. The latest development
inthe GenAlworld serves asatestimo-
ny to this argument. While ChatGPT
waschallenged by DeepSeek, Qwen 2.5
Max is a wild entry disrupting other
GenAl tools in use. DeepSeek’s newer
versions R1and V3lead usto unknown
terrains. The battle among these tech
giants has been impacting the serl-
ousness of the learning community.
As the upgrades in automation bring
aradical change, academics that were
built through hard labour and time over
centuries with meticulous scheduling

are now lagging behind. )
Peer pressure has been forcing stu-
dents to disregard traditional learning

approaches. The crossover between
disciplines is becoming increasingly
common. Wenoticeasteadyincreasein
science students in humanities classes,
some of them coming even from un-
dergraduate engineering courses. As
aresult, thereisan increasing demand
for upskilling courses. Academics are
compelled toinclude essential compo-
nents of Al because the students are
keen onlearning - and are demanding
—these sets of highly endorsed Altools.

Students want to harness the most
advanced skills that are relevant to
the sectors they aspire to engage in. A
couple of productive internships might
help them enhance their employabili-
ty butwhat, really, are their takeaways

from these stints? — Do they learn
something under the mentorship of
seniors or do they merelyhelp astartup
increase its profits? In a race to enrich
their profilesin the runup to their asp1-
rational jobs, these students arelosing
the ability to relate to their peers and,
probably, losing the opportunity tolive
as students, enjoying the privilege of
being whattheyare.

Consentand regulation

For the students, escaping the pressure
toembracetechnology-asatooltoup-
grade their employability - is becom-
ing anincreasingly tough ask. Arecent
case filed byastudentagainst a univer-
sity for failing him on the grounds that
he submitted Al-generated assign-
ments drives home this point. It is,
again, time to address the all-important

question: What role should our educa-
tonalsystems be playing? Should they
be designed to bring about a change in
society or is theirs a more functioral
responsibility that involves barely ful-
filling the needs of a knowledge-based
society?

The application of Al content in ac-
ademics comeswith ts limitations just
like it has its advantages. Some of the
business giants are also predicting an
Aldeflation. Future roadsthat connect
the digital world will be powered by Al
which is embedded with constantly
evolving learning algorithms. Forevery
offline traffic system in the real world,
we have traffic control points in the
form of trafficlights that determine the
pace, flow, and control of vehicleson the
move. Itisimportanttonotethatinthe
digitalworld, regulationsare notbeing
conceived with such intent or being im-
plemented with the required alacrity.

Indiahasbeen engaging with frame-
works such as the Digital Data Protec-
tion Rules 2025. The government has
pitched a model that seeks to balance
innovation with regulation to protect
personaldata.Inan emerging scenario
where Al and processes involving con-
sentare becoming centralto the imple-
mentation of rules, policymakers will
need to adopt a nuanced approach to
regulation.

There is a huge opportunity and a
learning loss taking place together. In

‘the race to ensure new skills that are

perceived as critical to employability,
we could be undermining the very
foundationsand graduateattributesan
educational institute wants among its
students. There is a distinct possibility
of every student becoming capable of
learning any required skill while disre-
garding formal training, This presents
an alarming situation to the academ-
ic community. The gap between the
teacher and the student community is
widening - concerted efforts to seek a
middle ground need to be initiated. All
forms of learning mediated by technol-
ogy need to find boundaries through
policies while the student-teacher ex-
changes demand a vibrant bonding as
we seek a collaborative learning envi-
ronment.

(The writers are faculty members
in the Department of Media Studies,

CHRIST Deemed to be University)
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he 19608 and 1970s saw a significant
shilt in the academic landscape,
particularly in the humanites and

social sciences. This period marked the

emergence of a counter-western narrative, where
third-world literatures gained prominence, and
the master narratives of the West were

challenged. As aresult, the idea of independence,

rewTitng histories, and promoting democracy
and freedom became increasingly important, as
1= evident in the student uprisings in the volatile
1960s. Students sought freedom in the classroom
and university, leading to massive
demonstratons against the establishment as well
as against the Vietnam War. Aimé Césaire’s
Discourse on Colonialism, Frantz Fanon's The
Wretched of the Earth, and Edward Said’s
Orientalism became the seminal works
introduced in the humanities curriculum.
These counter-narratives questioned the

West’s idea of white supremacy, describing the
strife between the coloniser and the colonised,
and paving the way for a more inclusive and
diverse academic environment. However, the
Trump regime is attempting to undermine this
progress by suppressing such discourses of
marginalised communities with its impact on
universities in mainly two key areas of concern:
the defunding of certain critical courses that
oppose right-wing ideology, and the clampdown
on Palestinian students and supporters of the
Palestinian cause. Both issues are closely tied to
the university setting.

The rise of the far right

Mr. Trump’s administration has targeted
university programmes and courses that focus on
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) for
defunding. Specifically, the subjects that may be
impacted include: diversity and inclusion studies
that promote multiplicity, equity, and inclusion
on campus, and critical race theory that explores
the intersection of race and power in society.
Gender Studies, African American Studies, Latinx
Srudies, Asian American Studies and Native
American studies may also face funding cuts, not
only undermining academic freedom but also
perpetuating a culture of ignorance and
intolerance.

The rise of the far-right ideology, consequently,
poses a significant threat 1o academic freedom
and intellectual dissent, a danger to the emerging
world order. Trumpism, with its emphasis on
shite supremacy, misogyny, and virulent
nationalism, symbolises this significant threat. Its
spenda o suppress research in “left-wing” areas
i+ blatant anempt o silence centres of higher
lenrming and stifle critical thinking, This silencing
4 i el s universities have historically been
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Trump and the silencing of America’s universities

j :
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The
implications of
Donald Trump's
orders extend
to the world —
supremacy,
misogyny, and
virulent
nationalism
threaten
academic
freedom,
intellectual
dissent and the
emerging world
order

sites of struggle for marginalised communities.
But it is important to draw parallels between the
current state of affairs and the post-independence
era in universities worldwide, where there was a
surge in studying African and Latin American
literatures, gender studies and ecofeminism,
Third World cultural studies and anti-war
literature. These academic movements
challenged dominant narratives and sought to
dismantle the binary systems that perpetuated
inequality and totalitarianism.

Revisiting Mr. Trump’s last presidency, we see
a strong leaning towards unilateralism,
particularly in his immigration policies. His
“America First” approach led to the
implementation of several controversial
measures, including the travel ban targeting
predominantly Muslim countries and the
construction of a border wall along the
U.S.-Mexico border.

And, more recently, he has gone after the
Palestinian sympathisers. Understandably, Mr.
Trump’s immigration policies are deeply rooted
in his nationalist and populist ideology, which
emphasises the need to protect American jobs
and culture from perceived external threats. This
ideology has been criticised for being
discriminatory and xenophobic, with many
arguing that it is a form of ultra-nationalism that
borders on Nazism.

Mr. Trump's presidency has been marked by
several contentious executive orders, two of
which sparked widespread debate and criticism.
The first order, signed in 2017, banned
immigration from several Muslim-majority
countries, prompting a strong reaction from
university presidents across the U.S. In a joint
letter, presidents of over 50 universities urged Mr.
Trump to rescind the order, arguing that it
contradicted America’s long-standing tradition of
embracing diversity and welcoming people from
various nations and faiths. They emphasised that
immigrant students have significantly contributed
to the country’s growth in various fields,
including technology, research, and labour.

Chill in the campus

However, a similar outcry was noticeably absent
when in his second presidency, Mr. Trump signed
another order that effectively targeted individuals
guilty of being Palestinian sympathisers. Clearly,
Mr. Trump’s policies have had a profound impact
on universities and international students,
particularly those who speak out against injustice
and promote diversity. The crackdown on
Palestinian students and voices that counter Mr.
Trump's views on Israel has created a chilling
effect on campuses, with many students and
faculty members fearing repercussions for

speaking out. This silence is pa{tjcx_ilar[y
concerning, as educatonal institudons should be
promoting diversity, inclusivity, and free speech,
rather than punishing those who speak out
against genocide. The irony is that America has
greatly benefited from immigrant contributions
to its economic, intellectual, social, and cultural
Progress.

But Mr. Trump’s ideclogy has led to a surge in
anti-Palestinian sentiment, with some politicians
calling for the deportation of foreign students
involved in pro-Palestinian protests.

This has created a culture of fear and
intimidation on campuses. Many students and
faculty members are hesitant to speak out against
injustice, fearing that they will be targeted,
harassed, or even deported. This is particularly
concerning for international students, who may
face visa restrictions, deportation, or other forms
of retaliation for speaking out against Mr. Trump’s
policies. The silencing of dissenting voices on
campuses has far-reaching implications for
democracy, free speech, and human rights.

Part of a narrative
Mr. Trump’s ant-immigrant discourse is not just
about creating a scapegoat. It is part of a broader
narrative that aims to re-establish natonalist
patriotic values and targets globalisation. His
opposition to uncontrolled immigration is linked
to his eritique of globalisation processes, which
he sees as leading to job losses for American
workers. This ideology has become a sort of new
populist movement that is being embraced by
right-wing movements in Europe and elsewhere.
In this context, the role of intellectuals
becomes crucial in countering Mr. Trump’s brand
of leadership that rejects integration with other
communities and promotes a selfish,
self-centered agenda. It is essental for scholars,
experts, and thinkers to mobilise public opinion,
challenge discriminatory policies, and advocate
progressive values, thereby recognising and
taking a stand against the apartheid state
engineered by Mr. Trump. As W.E.B. Du Bois
asked, “If indeed what we confront is an
apartheid state, then what is our responsibility as
scholars and educators?” For him, universities
are sanctuaries for marginalised communities,
providing a forum for the public intellectual
ready to speak truth to power and foster a culture
of resistance and critical thinking, challenging
dominant narratives, and developing pedagogies
that promote social justice, Mr. Trump’s agenda
to suppress radical research or mentally stress
students is a form of despotism with implications
that extend beyond the United States, with man
regarding them as a threat to global social order
and human rights. “ I‘
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True progress lies in i i R : :
mntgmpgm:?yl:f:':;;‘n;egéat;"g cognitive discourse, ethical values and innovative methodologies to bridge the gap between ancient wisdom and
s. By fostering inclusivity and transparency, we can cultivate responsible, knowledgeable and globally competitive individuals

he increasing liberalisation and globalisa-
tion have fostered the concept of a global
village, deeply interwoven with society,
markets, freedom, choice, empowerment,
peace, opportunitics, and political linkages.
However, its far-reaching impact has also created
a somewhat confusing situation. Over the years,
there has been considerable debate on reforms in
education. It is crucial to identify new ways to assess
candidates’ qualitative competence by emphasising
the improvement of their analytical and observa
tional skills. This can be achieved through cogni
tive discourse, exploring multiple perspectives, and
formulating integrated texts and questi ires.

Students' lives are undergoing a significant
transformation, largely due to rapidly changing

value systems across the globe. However, this
transformation, driven primarily by acquisition
rather than genuine learning, risks turning edu-
cation-a highly pious institution-inte a business
venture, where success is measured by material
possessions alone. Our traditional knowledge sys-
tem has long been known for embracing values
and approaches that have nurtured students’ cre-
ativity [or centuries. Yet, we rmust acknowledge the
challenges posed by the increasing complexities
of this transitional phase,

Despite the historical challenges posed by impe-
rialism and colonialism, our education system has
grown richer in content and mare diverse in ideas.
Continuous efforts have been made to expose stu-
dents to the nuances of socio-economic, politi-
cal, and international issues. Kndos to the
Ministry of Education for consistently
updating curricula, placing a strong empha-
sis on enhancing students’ comprehension
skills, and fostering their all-round per-
somality development. The introduction
of the National Education Policy (MEP)
has provided a robust framework to
upgrade, innovate, and evolve new edu-
cational methods, This ensures that our
education system remains on par with
the best in the world.

The inquisitiveness of the new gener-
ation is evident in their ideas and
remarkable achievements globally.
However, the demands of changing
times and the rise of social media, cou-
pled with its negative influences, have made stu-
dents increasingly vulnerable to shorteuls, crim
inal activities, and anti-social elements. This has
compelled policymalers to revisit the glory of our
traditional education system, which is rooted in
immense knowledpe and wisdom. The Indian
Knowledge System (1KS) is a commendable ini-
tiative in this direction. 1ts misslon aims 1o cre-
ate a confluence between our rich traditional val

ues and modern educational advancements, This
can help cultivate a culture of liberal literature and

SUDHIR
HINDWAN

nurture a spirit of selfless service
and brotherhood.

Recent transformations in Indias
higher education system deserve
applause. Efforts have been made ta
ensure equitable access and partner-
ships ameng institutions, demon-
strating a strong commitment (o
empowering students and faculty
members. Additionally, the NEP%
emphasis on school, adult, and high
er education, as well as the promotion
of Indian languages and online learn-
ing, signifies a tremendous effort 10
cnhance the overall educational
landscape.

The essence of these reforms is to ensure clean
governance and accountability in education while
maintaining synergy wmang various stakehelders,
particularly the youth. Esta ishing clear norms
for structuring new educational framewarks
ensures affordability and promotes social justice.
Many positive changes have been implemented
through fresh perspectives.

Another welcome regulation is the introduction

PIONEER (P-7), 19 MARCH 2025

Transforming education in a globalised era

e

STUDENTS' LIVES ARE
UNDERGOING A SIGNIFICANT
TRANSFORMATION, LARGELY DUE
TO RAPIDLY CHANGING VALUE
SYSTEMS ACROSS THE GLOBE.
HOWEVER, THIS
TRANSFORMATION, DRIVEN
PRIMARILY BY ACQUISITION
RATHER THAN GENUINE LEARNING,
RISKS TURNING EDUCATION INTO
A BUSINESS VENTURE

of monitoring mechanisms that asgess institutions
based on research output, academic excellence,
industry linkages, and employability. The clear
framework for decision-making regarding the
establishment and closure of institutions
ENSures Lransparcncy.

There has been considerable debate among aca-
demicians regarding selection processes in
higher education.

One of the major challenges is adapting selec-
tion eriteria to the contemporary context ol
increasing global Interdependence. Recent devel
opments have laid the foundation for 2 decper
understanding of the evolving nature of politics
and soclety.

However, modifying the examination system is
cruclal, without it, reforms may remain theoret-
ical eather than practical. The strength of the high-
er education system lies in fostering internal
dynamism and ensuring inclusive growth, Even
the best systems are shaped by the people whe

rive change,

Tremendous efforts have been made fo <
a robust higher education apparatus, yet there is
always room for improvement to mke the sys:

FIRST

Column

tem more cost-effective and people-centric.
Academicians play a vital role in this fast-chang-
ing world, which faces increasing challenges (rom
cyber fraud, the misuse of artificial intelligence,
and the influence of social media The blurred dis

tinction between virtual (reel) and real life isa
growing concern, As beacons of wisdom and sac-
rifice, a ademicians must 1 | I 1

pursue
knowledge, contribute to society, and help stu-
dents naviﬁm the paradoxes of the

transitional phase,

Students should be encouraged 10 engage in
practical learning experiences that bridge the gap
between theoretical knowledge and real-world
applications.

A constant focus on conceptualising knowledge
can help students carve out a niche for themselves
Since the ultimate goal of life remains happiness
and contentment, we must debve deep inlo the vast
ocean of knowledge and retrieve the pearls of
forgotten wisdom.

Conclusion

The transformation of Indias education system,
driven by globalisation and policy reforms,
reflects a broader shift toward a more i 5
innovative, and skill-oriented framewo
challenges persist, including the comme
tion of education, social media’s negative influ-
ence, and the evolving global landscape, the efforts
to modernise learning while preserving tradition-
al wisdom are commendable.

The Mational Education Policy (NEF) has laid
a strong foun n for enhaneing analytic
fostering research excellence, and im
employability. & well-balanced approach— inte-
grating cognitive discourse, ethical nd

advanced methodologies — can bri
berween traditional k ledge and contempe
demands.

The role of academicians remains ¢
guiding students to think critically
meaningfully with society. With a
inclusivity, transparency, and lifelon;
India’s education system is poised (o create
eration of responsible, know
ally competitive individuals. 1
should not merely be a ool for finan
hut @ means to cullivate intellectual curic

contribute positively to society while upholding
the rich legacy al Indian wisdom.

A holistic, stadent- centric approach will ensure
long-torm success and sustainable progress.

{The writer, 3 RGpIEALaF e Bharat Gauraw Award, 15 3
prafissos, Views exprassed arg persanat)
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Is the APAAR ID for students mandatory?

What does APAAR stand for? What are its touted benefits? Are State governments and school authorities pushing for its large-scale adoption? Is the collection of

personal data of minors without a backing law constitutional? What are digital activists saying?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
ctivists and parents are worried
about the rapid push by
schools to generate an APAAR
ID. APAAR is part of the
Mational Education Policy (NEF), 2020's
record-keeping reforms, and while it is
voluntary, States and school authorities
have pushed students to enrol in it.

What is the APAAR ID?
APAAR stands for Automated Permanent
Academic Account Registry. The registry
enables what the government describes
as the ‘One Nation, One Student ID', in
order to “accurnulate and store
[students'] academic accomplishments,
facilitating seamless transitions between
institutions for the pursuit of further
education”. The APAAR ID is linked to
Aadhaar and is stored in the DigiLocker.
The registry provides students with
standardised data on their marksheets
and institutional affiliation. The system is
touted as a way for different educational
institutes to rapidly process and verify
any given student’s academic transcripts.
APAAR is generated through the Unified
District Information System For
Education Plus (UDISE+) portal, which
contains regional academic statistics and
data on schools, teachers and students.
The ID is a key aspect of NEP 2020’
mandate to overhaul education data
collection for policymaking and analysis.
The Education Ministry has been pushing
schools affiliated with the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE) to get
“100% saturation” with respect to
students registering for an APAAR ID.

Is APAAR mandatory?

APAAR is not mandatory, according to a
document posted on the ID's official site.
However, circulars by the CBSE, and FAQ
pages that have been published by the
government, do not make this clear. The

S E .- ‘. - - Fa .
Mew ID=: Students at a scheol In Governor Peta, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh on March 15. GN. RA0

government has instead described the
benefits of APAAR to students, such as
permanently recording data on “transfer
from one school to the other, entrance
examination, admission, job application,
skdlling, upskilling,” and so on. While
there is no law mandating its use, the
CRBSE and States like Uttar Pradesh have
laid out expectations to schools, under
their umbrella, that the ID should be
issued to all students, Parents often do
not receive any information which clearly
spells out that the programme is
voluntary. The Union government
re-confirmed the optional nature of
APAAR in response to a Parllament query
in December 2024.

What about data security?

There is still a lack of clarity over the
genesis of the APAAR programme. ‘When
the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)

attempted to file a Right to Information
application on its policy documents, the
Union government transferred the
advocacy’s applicarion over 30 times,
+with no clear answer for months. “The
datasets slated to be collected through
APAAR enrolment are not limited to just
educational certificates and grades, but
spread far and wide,” the IFF wrote in
2023. Besides, the large-scale collection of
data of minors without a law to back itup,
the IFF argues, is unconstitutonal.
Moreover, teachers have questioned the
need for APAAR, arguing that the data
that APAAR collects is already collated by
teachers for the UDISE#, thus duplicating
a significant amount of administrative
work in schools.

«additionally, Section 9(3) of the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023
speciﬁcally pl'Dhib‘ilS_"tl‘a.Ckln_S or
behavioural monitoring of children or

targeted advertising directed at children”
by entities,” the IFF points out. “Having
open Application Programming [nterfaces
(APIs) and channels of data sharing
without any robust safeguards, can
expose children's data to third parties
who may use it for such purposes. Before
it is rolled out, any such interfaces must
be secured and legal safeguards put in
place. There is an added responsibility on
the APAAR framework to ensure cyber
security, as the data being processed
pertains to children.. .

How is an APAAR ID generated?
Teachers and schools are taking the lead
in guiding parents to generate an APAAR
1D for students. Schools verify a student’s
“demographic details,” that is, their name
and date of birth, Parents are then
required to fill a consent form, and after
another step of authentication by the
school, the APAAR 1D is generated. Some
parents have flagged issues regarding the
mismatch of names in school records and
identity documents. “The user must
correct the inaccurate data and resubmit
their request to generate the APAAR D",
an official document states.

Is there a way to opt out?

Parents have the option of writing to
schools and opting out of generating the
APAAR ID for children in their care, The
Software Freedom Law Centre (SFLC) has

ided a template on its website which

| ;a.rents, wishing to opt out of the scheme,

can edit and send to their schools.
However, recent developments are
increasing pressure on parents and school
authorities at the local level to ensure
APAAR generation. For instance, Uttar
Pradesh has warned of “mismatch”
berween APAAR generation and school
enrolment data, in spite of the voluntary
nature of the programme, and threatened
to de-recognise some madarassas that
have not started the process. A digital
rights advocate said that so far, parents
have had success in persuading schools to
opt out by providing relevant paperwork
ta show the voluntary nature of &P(\AIL
wle
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APAAR is not mandatory,
according to a document
posted on the |D's official site.
However, circulars by the
CBSE, and FAQ pages that have
been published by the
government, do not make this
clear.
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When the Internet Freedom
Foundation {IFF} attempted to
file a Right ta Information
application on its policy
documents, the Union
govemment transferred the
advocacy's application over 30
times, with no clear answer for
manths.
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Parents have the option of
writing to schools and opting

out of generating the APAAR ID
far children in their care.


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-10), 20 MARCH 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-11), 20 MARCH 2025

In US, the campus test

Trump administration’s crackdown on universities could make US less attractive to students and scholars
from elsewhere and dampen spirit of free enquiry that makes institutions great

SANJAY REDDY

LAST WEEK, US universities came in for a
shock. Why is this global news? Seven of the
10 highest-ranked universities in the world
and 23 of the top 50 are in the US, according to
the Times Higher Education Supplement. US
prominence in higher education has been
long-standing and has underpinned its eco-
nomic success. The US has grown evenricher
in comparison to other developed countries
over the last two decades and much of its in-
crease in wealth has arisen, directly or indi-
rectly, through spillovers from university
towns to “tech industries”.

Places like Palo Alto, California and
Cambridge, Massachusetts are bywords for
higher education, prosperity and technolog-
ical innovation. But the US is also a centre of
the social sciences and humanities. In these
fields, true excellence and proximity to the or-
gans that legitimate and disseminate ideas
havealways been hard to tell apart. However,
itis clear thatthe concepts, ideas and themes
thatemerge from the country are still central
to global discussions. US universities play a
prominent role in the production of not
merely governing but also critical perspec-
tives, most recently concerning US policy on
Israel and Palestine.

Theintellectual prominence of US univer-
sities in science and technology on the one
hand, and the social sciences and humanities
on the other, cannot be teased apart. The at-
mosphere of formally free and open enquiry
thathas allowed for governing ideas and crit-
ical currents to be present has also (alongside
plentiful financial resources and dense net-
works of expertise) underpinned their suc-
cessinthese diverse areas. Itis for this reason
thatacademics at US universities have reacted
with alarm to the detention of Mahmoud
Khalil, a student at Columbia University who
was prominent in leading protests against
Israeli actions in Gaza. What has deeply con-
cermed many, even those with differing views,
is that Khalil has not been charged with a
aime nor prosecuted but summarily detained
and threatened with deportation due to pur-
ported harms that he has caused to US foreign
policy interests,

Despite the suggestions of some that he
acted criminally during the protests, there has
been no public test of this assertion. As a re-
sult, there is the unmistakable impression that
he is being targeted mainly for his views, on
the basis of a particularly narrow interpreta-
tion of US foreign policy interests. Moreover,
thishas occurred despite his being alegal per-
manentresident, or Green Card holder, which
in the past was thought to provide both pro-
cedural and substantive assurances, includ-
ing the freedom of speech claimed by US cit-
izens, short of having been charged with a
Serious crime.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio con-
firmed that Khalil's detention was no efror,

characterising him, without providing evi-
dence, as a supporter of terrorism. Ajudge has
temporarily halted Khalil's removal, but the
consequence has been to generate large

. =y, Protests. Columbia University has been weak

inits respanse, scemingly seeking toavoid fur-

ther attacks. It has already been met with the
removal of more than $400 million of federal
funds by the Trumpadministration for its sup-
posed failure toaddress antisemitism on cam-
pus, apparently based largely on a conflation
of antisemitism with protests (inwhich many
Jewish students and faculty have been in-
volved) against Israel's actions in Gaza,

Subsequent communications fromthe US
government to the university have underlined
anunprecedented range of demands, entering
into areas usually considered to be domains
of academic and curricular sovereignty, such
asthe administration of the department conc-
ermed with Middle Eastern, African and South
Asian Studies. Columbia University's is a test
case, butthe government has indicated its in-
tention to undertake similar scrutiny of, and
actions against,alarge number of institutions,
Although done inthe name of policing impro-
prieties and restoring order, taken together
these actions might be said tobe anattack on
the institutional independence of universities
and, indirectly, on the freedomofthought and
speech of their members, through the chill-
ing effect they are sure to generate.

Understanding the underlying reasons for
the Trump administration’s actions requires
comprehending the attitude of populist na-
tionalistmovements everywhere toward uni-
versities, In their picture of the world, univer-
sities are valuable insofar as they produce
useful knowledge that can be harnessed, es-
pecially in technological and managerial ap-
plications. The idea of a university as a free
space inwhich knowledge is furthered for the
sake of humankind or as an end in itself, and
contrary ideas are tolerated and even nurtured
as a condition of freedom and a route to en-
lightenment, is denied or repudiated, This ex-
pansive vision is viewed as a pointless indul-
gence, if not a danger to society. Universities
are viewed as coddled and subsidised entities
and their protesting students as ungrateful
parasites,

In this view, the sooner order is brought
back to them, the belter, so they can focus on
whatreally matters, and their proper purpose.
It also views universitics as the limit case of
freedom in society. Freedoms are seen as be-
ing excessive and necessary to rein inevery-
where, beginning with those places where
they are most visibly experienced. These free-
doms are also seen as propetly the inheritance
of insiders — citizens —with the circle of inclu-

Freedoms are secn as being
excessive and necessary to
rein in everywhere,
beginning with those places
where they are most visibly
experienced. These freedoms
are also seen as properly the
inheritance of insiders —
citizens — with the cirele of
inclusion being increasingly
tightly drawn, now excluding,
even long-term permanent
residents and others legally
present in the country,
however integral they may be
to particular institutions of
society such as the
university.
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sion being increasingly tightly drawn, now ex-
cluding even long-term permanent residents
and others [egally present in the country, how-
everintegral they may be to particularinstitu-
tions of society such as the university.

The difficulty with this perspective is
twofold. First, it misunderstands what a uni-
versity is,and the basis of its ulimate success.
By attacking the aspects of universities it dis-
likes, it threatens to undermine the ultimate
basis of their intellectual vitality. While it is
right to be concerned about the consequences
of universities becoming political battle-
grounds, it is wrong to think there is an alter-
native, given that society itself is deeply po-
larised. The clear and present danger is that
the USbecomes less attractive to students and
scholars fromelsewhere, who formasubstan-
tial part of its great universities, and that the
spirit of free enquiry that makes their great-
ness possibleis dampened. The links with tan-
gible consequences are elusive but real,

Second, it threatens to sacrifice all the fruits
of a free society in the process, including the
ability toquestion that makes possible course
corrections, even and especially when there
are entrenched policies and dominant per-
spectives, The protestors in American univer-
sities have, after all. not merely been issuing a
aidecoeur about murderous excesses(which
makes it unsurprising that the protestors at
Columbia named a building they took over
"Hind's Hall" after Hind Rajab, the five-year-
old girl killed by Israeli fire) but are also im-
plicitly raising aquestion about what a proper

view of the interests that guide US policy
should be.

The issue that is now central is not
whether protestors who broke laws can be
tolerated —if 50, they could be charged and
prosecuted. Itis rather thatof whether views
that the US government judges to be at odds
with its current domestic or foreign policy
goals can be a reason for summary action,
with little restraint of procedure or law. At
stakeis the very existence of a free society, of
which free universities are a part. Whether
this threatened descent can be held at bay
will offer crucial lessons for India, and every
other democratic society.

The writer is professor of Economics at
The New School for Sacial Research.
He has also taught at Barnard College and
Columbia Universiry
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A role for private schools
in transforming education

ndja‘_s school education system has seen

multiple reforms since Independence, yet

the crisis in learning outcomes persists.
B_While access has expanded, foundational
literacy remains low. The Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) yet again highlights
how nearly half of class 5 students struggle to
read a simple class 2 text. Unlike China, which
reaped the benefits of strategic investments in
elementary education over decades in the 20th
century, India is yet to take a data-driven
approach to school education reform. The
country’s absence from global assessments like
the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA) since 2009 only delays the
reality check we need. Without a
structured approach to assess and
correct course, systemic change will
remain distant.

The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 acknowledges these gaps
and proposes significant reforms —
from third-party assessments to tech-
nology integration in K-12 (kindergar-
ten to class 12). However, execution
still lags. None of the four key themes
of the NEP can be addressed in silos.
An education system that strugglesat

the foundational and ecosystem level |\'_§-.. i

must step up— not just in improving their own
institutions but in shaping the broader ecosys-
tem.While they run as social enterprises, most
have the resources and flexibility to drive
change. They must do so with a sense of
responsibility that goes beyond commercial
interests. And these schools, despite private
ownership, must see themselves as essential
partners in nation-building.
Reinforcing trust: Despite their contribu-
tions, private schools continue to be viewed
with scepticism. The dominant narrative —
and in many cases, rightly so— frames them as
profit-driven entities. Regulatory policies often
reinforce a transactional approach, limiting
deeper collaboration. Yet, history
shows that private initiatives have

_ driven innovation in other sectors.
The school system cannot afford to
remain an exception.

Data-led engagement: We should
change how the State, private schools,
and edtech companies engage. A new
model of partnership, built on per-
formance orientation and shared
accountability, is essential. While the

. State can create and transparently

e \,  runsuch models, private schools too
1 |

J | must move beyond their vendor
/' mindset and work with private part-

can't deliver the structural transfor- & :
mation we need to meet the Viksit . 4 ners within an enabling framework
Bharat goal. Saubhagya that prioritises learning outcomes,
Against this backdrop, the role of Raizada competeqqy-based educaﬁop, anfi
private schools has expanded signifi- elqployabll_lty. We must b_ring in Arti-
cantly. With the State gradually step- ficial Intelligence (AI)-driven assess-
ments, adaptive learning, and person-

ping back, private institutions have .
filled the gap. Today, over 50% of children in
several states attend private schools. However,
the sector remains fragmented, limiting spread
of innovation. Schools compete rather than
collaborate, and successful models often
remain confined to a handful of institutions.
But many private schools have also introduced
multilingual education, international curric-
ula, and global exposure, preparing studgnts
for an interconnected world. Collaborations
with ed-tech companies have made classrooms
more engaging, personalised and future ready.
These gains, however, ar€ unevenly qlsmb-
uted, primarily benefiting urban, high-fee
schools.

A strategy of defining an elevated purpose
nsibility, reinforcing trust, promoting

d res
gtafledpgublic-privat&private engagement is

crucial.

Defining an elevated purpose aqd responsibil-
ity: Governments often deprioritise long-term
syétemic reform. This is where private schools

alised instruction to scale quality education.
This isa long overdue need to drive innovation
in India’s school education system.

The urgency to act cannot be overstated.
India’s demographic window of opportunity is
shrinking, and if it is to achieve the Viksit Bha-
rat vision by 2047, school education must be
reimagined. The role of private schools must
go beyond being centres of academic instruc-
tion to becoming hubs of innovation, data-
driven decision-making, and large-scale trans-
formation. By reimagining how they engage,
with more trust and an elevated sense of
responsibility, they can address our learning
crisis and create thousands of schools of the

future,

Hemant Joshi is the CEO of Benesse India Pvt Ltd,
an education enterprise, a subsidiary of Benesse, u
Japanese education company, and Saubhagya
Raizada is a Delhi-based policy researcher. The
views expressed are personal

W \¢
/

/

N TR e |

1.1, deamy Vicakhapatnam, ijfl'fﬂwadr] and h[";'l]ﬂd b'f Rall or Rﬂad'st‘{‘:..... R


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-16), 21 MARCH 2025


JRSWIND'ER SINGH mmn
PROFESSOR, PUNJABI
UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

“}HE draft of the
National Educa-
tion Policy 2020
(NEP-2020)

attained finality
after five years of consulta-
tions under the leadership of

During this period, only a
few Indian universities got
recognition in the global rat-

mg mdmedﬂaumwstems

The-

tmnorl'graduatesmtopbsas ¥

per the qualification certifi-
cates has often been sighted as

a shortcoming of the growth .

model adopted since 1991,
The NEP-2020 is structured

arcund the five core principles

‘of access, capacity, quality,
affordability and accountabili-
ty, all aiming to align with the
emergent socio-economic and
global demands. Its vision has
been operationalised by the
National Curriculum Frame-

TRIBUNE, (P-9), 21 MARCH 2025

- How NEP bridges the educallon—employment gap

The policy upholds the

former ISRO Chairman K  work (NCF) developed by the Kuﬂmn Corm'mﬁsmrn (1968)
Kasturirangan. The policy Kasturirangan-headed 12-  and tion pol-
was adopted by Parliament member commitiee. icy recommendations (1986,
on July 29, 2020, thereby The policy acknowledges revised version 1992) to invest
replacing the National Policy the interconnection and  up to 6 per cent of the GDF in
on Education of 1986. mutual dependence among the education sector by the
The necessity for a para- variousstagesanddomainsof  Centre, states and union terri-
digm shiftstemmed fromthe  education. The outputs of dif-  tories' budgets. Notably, the
critical challenges in educa-  ferent stages and subsectors  public expenditureby the edu-
tional dispensation. It was of education serve as inputs  cation department and other
felt that the existing policy  for the subsequent stages. government deparhnents on
had been losing relevance, The NEP-2020 aims {o draw educaﬁmarﬂh-ammgmth«lair
with the emergence of a itsstrengthfromamultidisci- respectivedomains was equiv-
growing army ofu.mampioy— ph(mmiersdzsuphnmyand alent to 4.04 per cent of the
able job-secking grad CTOSS linary process of overall GDP of the country
who did not have the relevant - learning, sln.l.lmg and knowl-  during 2019-20; which consti-
skill set and knowledgebase.  edge acquisition. To achieve tuted 13, UBpercmththem
The policy was not in tune  this, the policy emphasises the all budget@.ry expenditure.
with the requirements of the  replacement of the rigid struc- Further, during the same year,
knowledge economy of the tures of the old system with MBTpercentuEmeoma]I
91st century,whichisbasedon  fexible ones. This forma- v expenditure on
the market being the anchor  tion has to be facilitated education (by education and
of economic decision-making.  through a robust digital infra- other departments) was
The ‘massification of educa-  structure, system of acadernic ineurred by the Central gov-
tion with selected schemes, credits and awards, ablended ~ ermnment and the rest by the
interventions and  pro-  modeoflearning, theinitiation statesar,dlﬂ’s. .
grammes with ‘compromised of more liberal subject combi- Ibﬂm'xgmemwpnhcxme
quality had resultedinwhatis  nations and boosting acade- educational landscape, more
called 'degree inflation’. rnia-industry interactions. particularly in the higher edu-
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L

A student’s leaming
experience gets a
boostwhen heis

allowed a chance to

creatively combine
the core domain
Iknowledge with
other subjects of
his choice.

(e Tl | 7

i
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cation dnma.m has gone
through cataclysmic changes.

A student’s learning experi-
ence gets a boost when he is

technology has been intro-
duced for the digital storage
of credentials, along with the

facilitation of online and
Wi g ‘

student incentives

A key challenge for any pol-
icy is overcoming the psycho-
logical barrier of the
effect, which

ring the credits earned.

The policy also envisions
that the affiliation of colleges
will be gradually faded out by
granting graded autonomy.
Further, standalone institu-
tions will be encouraged to

often  thggers scepticism
among stakeholders. Well-
intended reforms nsk triaali-
sation as opportunistic aclors
repackage old routines as new
initiatives. Such probability is
‘high in curriculum<design-

evolve into mult-disciplinary  ing, e jon, assessment
institutions through strategic  and pedagogical practices.
collaborations, dual-degree One of the most pressing con-

programmes, joint research
activities and international

sation as institutions are not

g syl

exchange | Tie: accust 1 to d
Flexdbility and multidiscipli-  labiina modular format. where

nary approach are the hall-  thelevelof complesaty increas-

marks in the design of educa- r:spmg:essweh«'a!em- stage.

tional programmes, learning

11 i a chance to tively
combine the core domain
knowledge with other subjects
of his choice, The cross-fertili-
sation of ideas with greater
conceptual clarity breaks the
mental silos. The NEP-2020
enables this through the rulti-
disciplinary higher education
framework, portable credits,
multiple entryand exit options
and re-entry provisions.

The policy also introduces a
structured certification systemn
where students receive certifi-
cates, diplomas and degrees
based on the duration and
extent of the completion of
their under-graduate course.

The policy secks to synchro-
nise India's higher education
sector with the global best by
incorporating flexibility in

‘both classroom and experien-

tial learnings. To improve
educational ~management.

T R T . ST i

trategies and career path-
ways under NEP-2020. A well-
developed higher education
system contributes to national
growth by supplying a skilled
workforee . [t also holds intrin-
sic value as a global industry.

The NEP-2020 holds transfor-
Tnative polenl:lal asit unfolds.

standards of implementation,
rigorous monitoring and con-
sistent reinforcement. Recog-
nising these aspects, policy-
makers  have  facilitated
dialogue among stakeholders
and also conducted reality
checks by collecting data via
digital portals.

The NEP-2020 must adopt a
flexible framework that fos-
ters competitiveness,
enabling institutions  to
attract teaching and research
talent and offer meaningtul

Further, institutions
1o evolve a mechanism
goes beyond tra
ten tests. where
showease
through practcal
tions, project.
solving to acquire real
competencies
more public fumn
contributions, ind

etforts

governanece, faculty Taining.

industry  collaberation and

student shkall develo

ar es: i

the amb

NER2020 into a tangible edu-
il ransformation ‘““:j’q
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QS rankings: Some
.cheer amid concerns

he QS World University Rankingsreleased lastweek

show an improvement in the standing of Indian

universities, but also indicate how much more the
country’s universities have to do to become competitive
ontheglobal stage. Nine Indian universities have secured
spots in the world’s top 50 in the latest QS subject-wise
rankings, but some leading institutions have seena dipin
their positions. The rankings show that 79 Indian universi-
ties have made it to the list, which is 10 more than last year.
Indian universities are well represented in engineering
(24 institutes), social sciences (20 institutes) and natural
sciences (19 institutes). Indian institutions appeared 533
timesin the rankings, reflecting a 25.7%increase.

There are over 1,100 universities and about 45 million
students enrolled for higher educationinIndia. The enroll-
ment numbers have been increasing by 1-2 million every
year. Itisimportant that good education, if not the best, is
provided toall thesestudentsand the country hasnotbeen
ableto ensurethat. The progress has beenslow. Consider-
ing the size of the population and the economy, national
ambitions and personal aspirations of its students, India’s
education sector should perform
much better across areas - from
student enrolment to quality of

teaching and learning, from faculty MIINTLAHTN
strength and standards to research improve

standing but

accomplishments. India hasarange
of higher education centres such as
central universities, state universi- needto show
ties, private universities, and spe- i
cialised centresofeducationlikethe UULCATS
IITsand the IIMs. ?Igcliwever,veryfew global
among themare of global standards.
Thegre are several handicaps that endorsement
colleges and universities, including : e
the top-ranked ones, are suffering
from. A key disadvantage is the absence of qualified fac-
ulties and suitable working conditions for the faculty—be
it physical infrastructure, teaching and learning infra-
structure or competitiveremuneration. The bureaucratic
culture in most of the universities and the political inter-
ference that they frequently witness would not provide
ideal working conditions. Universities should be venues
for free play of ideas. According to the QS survey, Indian
universities could benefit from global collaborations that
enable the “country’s scholars to access a wider range of
academic debates and discoveries.” The government has
dlsoinvited universities outside the country to set up cam-
pusesinIndia. Delays inimproving educational standards
inthe country would mean denial of the best opportunities
tostudents. 2% /



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-8), 22 MARCH  2025


&

SHUTAPA PAUL

Only 42.6
per cent of

all graduates
in India were
found to be
employable in
2024; a drop
from 44.3 per
cent in 2023

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 22 MARCH 2025

On the job

Less than half of Indian graduates are actually employable; a worrying trend that exacerbates a difficult job market

2 years ago, I had writ-

ten a Sunday news-

paper feature on how

only 10 per cent of all
Indian MBA graduates were
employable. Cut to 2025, and
the numbers seem even more
depressing. A recent report
has found that only 42.6 per
cent of all graduates in India
were found to be employable
in 2024; a drop from 44.3 per
cent in 2023. We are going
wrong somewhere if not only
has the unemployability fac-
tor engulfed other educational
fields but has also gotten decid-
edly worse year-on-year.

Lack of jobs and high infla-
tion continues to singe the
Indian population, and to
have hordes of unemployable
youth further aggravates the
job market. The Mercer-Mettl
report titled ‘India’s Gradu-
ate Skill Index 2025 further
notes that it’s the lack of non-
technical skills that has dented
the job prospects of our grad-
uates especially in roles such
as analysts, human resources,
and digital marketing where
their ability to Jand jobs has
declined from 48.3 per cenl in
2023 to 43.5 per cent in 2024.
College pass-outs in Delhi per-
form the best as per the index
with 53.4 per cent being job-
worthy, followed by Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab at 51.1 per
cent, Assam at 48.2 per cent,
and Telangana at 47.6 per cent.
Indian graduates with techni-
cal skills have slightly improved

The Indian higher education system needs a reality check fo ensure that our youth are made future-ready

their career potential but strug-

gle in roles such as data scientist

and back-end developer jobs.
50 per cent of Indian gradu-

ates showed proficiency in soft

skills required for interfacing
with Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Gen Al (generative AT),
though scope for better cre-
ativity still persists, The gender
gap between male and female
students is perceivable among
the current cohort of graduates
as well with the employabil-
ity of male students at 43.4 per
centas against 41.7 per cenl for
females. And expectedly, Tier
1 colleges outperform with an
employability of 48.4 per cent,
followed by Tier 2 at 46.1 per
cent, and Tier 3at 43.4 per cent.

The Indian youth are fac-
ing a job crisis, wherein, either
they dorr't have requisite skills
for a job or are simply, not
well-rounded individuals with
adequate non-technical, cre-
ative and soft skill abilities. The
thrust towards AI also means
that more youth in the work-
force would need to have Al
skills. While the Mercer-Met-
tle report states the improved
number of 46 per cent gradu-
ates being able to get jobs in AL
and Machine Learning (ML),
another report by Bain &
Company cautions that serious
skill gaps in AT are looming
large. The global consultancy
firm warns that India could
face an Al talent shortfall of

over a million workers by 2027,
urging the need for large-scale
reskilling drives.

The Indian job market is
slated to witness choppiness
even as fresh graduates con-
tinue to find themselves grossly
ill-equipped for the real world.
Reports suggest that lack of
practical training, disruption
caused by Al, deficient non-
technical training, and stunted
hiring in IT (information tech-
nology) are leading to chal-
lenges within the job market.
However, there seems to be a
huge lacuna between what the
industry wants and what edu-
cational institutes seem to be
teaching the young adults. This
feedback cuts across industries

and a quick chat the recruit-
ing personnel of companies
of all sizes will evict the same
response.
Now here’s what the Indian
government has been doing
with the Skill India Mission
that was launched a decade
ago. Its grand plans of train-
ing 40 crore youth by 2022
stands at a fraction of 1.4 crore
till 2023. Even the National
Apprenticeship Promotion
Scheme’s (NAPS) target of
training 50 lakh apprentices
by 2020 reached only 20 lakh
by 2022. Of all those that
were trained, only a fraction
received job placements.
As per the Quacquarelli
Symonds’ (QS) World Future
Skills Index 2025, India comes
in second in preparedness for
future jobs such as Al and
green skills. But we are lan-
guishing behind several of our
Asia Pacific neighbours com-
ing in at the 25th position on
current skills matching the job
requirement, and ranking last
in the top 30 list for “skills fit”
and “future-oriented innova-
tion”. The Indian higher edu-
cation system needs a reality
check to ensure that our youth
are made future-ready. Else we
will keep depending on the
gig economy and quick com-
merce to spit out generations
of only drivers and delivery
workers.
The writer is an author
and media entrepreneur.

Views exprjsy:! are personal
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UNIVERSITY BLUES

T ith astroke of its president’s
pen, the United States of
America began to formally
dismantle its federal department of
education on Thursday night. Even
before that executive order, the de-
partment had shed half its staff since
the inauguration of Donald Trump’s
presidency two months ago even as the
world’s richest man, Elon Musk, goes
about teaching the US government
about being frugal. The order is only
the latest in a series of blunt blows
that Mr Trump is dealing to American
higher education and the values that
brought hundreds of

pro-Hamas, without offering evidence.
They are now acting on that prom-
ise. Some, like an Indian PhD scholar,
Ranjani Srinivasan, have had their
visas cancelled and have chosen to
leave the US.

Mr Trump has also begun to act
on his threat to cut funding for uni-
versities that his administration de-
cides are not doing enough to combat
anti-Semitism. His administration
has slashed $400 million in research
funding for Columbia University, the
epicentre of last year's pro-Palestine
protests, and has ordered it to accept

a series of demands,

thousands of students

including banning

from all over the world  Donald Truﬂ1p’s masks at protests and
to its universities. An assault on giving the federal gov-
Indian postdoctoral e ; ernment oversight of a
scholar at Georgetown American hlgher department, to get the
University, Badar Khan education will money. Hearteningly,
Suri, and a Palestinian ; American courts have
graduate from have global stalled plans to deport
Columbia  University, consequences Mr Suri and Mr Kha-

Mahmoud Khalil, have

lil and have barred

both been arrested for

their pro-Palestinian views. The state
department is trying to deport them
even though authorities are yet to spell
out what law — if any — the two men
have broken, except to exercise the
freedom of speech guaranteed under
the US Constitution and its famed
First Amendment.

The ftreatment of Mr Swi and
Mr Khalil represents the example
Mr Trump wants to set for all those
whose views he and his allies hold
objectionable. Rising anf-Semitism
is a real threal. However, instead of
addressing thal challenge, he has
issued o series ol exceulive orders
that effectively cquate pro-Palestini-
an sentunent and crivieism of Israel
with anti-Semitisni. Soon after tak-
g power, he and his administation
had threatened (o uvest and depord
pro-Palestuuan protesiers, SN

them with the allegation that they are | of educational thought.

Columbia from sharing
student records with Mr Trump’s ad-
ministration. The US Congress may
stop Mr Trump from dismantling the
department of education. But a deep
chill has taken root in universities in
the US. Freedom has been replaced
by fear. Open debate, firank conversa-
tions and contestations of ideas — the
building blocks of the concept of a uni-
versity — have long been hallmarks
of American campuses, nspiring
students and universities around the
world. My Trump's actions may be
replicated elsewhere. After all, univer-
sities, public and private ones, in India
and other democracies are also facing
growing pressure from governments
and corporates to tailor themselves
Lo specified world views, If Mr Trump
sueceeds, American universities will
lose muceh of their allure and the world
will lose o legacy upholding freedom
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Bhagat Singh’
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- NAVNEET SHARMA
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF HP

GHER educa-
tion institutions

hoih legendal'y and ignoble
uprisings worldwide, The cur-
rent ideological battles in uni-
versities such as JNU, DU,
Rajasthan University, Central
University of Haryana,
Hyderabad Central Universi-
ty and Panjab University
raise concemns for all stake-

holders concerned. Instances -

of violence, assaults and
protest movements —though
motivated by various factors
 prompt eritical questions
about the role of polities in
these institulions.

Do we need 'politics' in our
educational environments?
Do these institutions enjoy
the necessary independence
and reflect the democratic

ideals our nation uphalds? '

While student polities is not
inherently problematie, the
pohhcmatmn of student
unions in India has led to
numerous unintended con-
Sequences.

In addition to these issues,
higher education in India is
plagued by problems reflec-

have often been -
- ples' of modern India.

five of the broader political

. landscape. Frequent clashes

between student unions,
class boycotts, strikes, elec-
toral manipulation, display of
muscle power, academnic
interruptions and violence
have become commonplace,
Crities of institutional politi-

cisation provide numerous

examples of entire academic
sessions being wasted due to
such happenings. They decry
political violence infiltrating
what they refer to as the ‘tem-

How would Bhagal Singh
respond to these develop-
ments? Bhagat Singh con-
tinues to shape the discourse
and activism surrounding
student politics across vari-
ous ideclogical lines, includ-
ing those of Gandhi, Ambed-
kar and Hedgewar He
believed that ‘education
should create a better, more
equal, more democratic and
socialist society.”

Ideology often comes with
the baggage of indoctrination,
and educational institutions
often succumb to. this allure
under the guise of fostering
academic orientations. An 1§-
year-old, fresh from the 'safe’
and. nurturing confines of a
school, is particularly vulnera-
ble to being shapéd as a life-
long supporter or sympathis-
er of a particular ideclogy. For
this ‘prospective'voter, ideclo-
pies compete for attention.

Bhagat Singh urged stu-
dents to "study so that you
are able to meet arguments of
your opponents. Equip your
ideology with supporting

TRIBUNE, (P-11), 22 MARCH 2025

Svision vs today’s student politics

 IMPACTFUL: Bhagat Singh continues to shape the discourse surrounding student politics. Trsuye FHoTo

arguments. I you oppose a
prevailing belief, if you criti-
cise a great person who is
considered to be an incarna-
tion, you will find that your
criticism will be answered by
calling you vain and egoist.
The reason for this is mental
ignorance. Logic and free
thinking are the twin quali-
ties that a revolutionary must
inevitably possess.”

In recent years, many of
India's largest universities
have experienced significant

Aurmeil, becoming stages for

political manoeuvres, where
student politics serves as a
launching pad for broader
ambitions. According to
Louis Althusser, the State
exercises control over ils
subjects -~through both
repressive state apparatuses

Bhagat Singhs
conviction was that
each student and
youth should carrya

vibrant vision —an

inspiring aspiration
for the kind of

society theywish to

shape and inhabit.

and is clearly regressive."
Bhagat Singh was not
_against student politics;
rather, he believed that poli-
ties, despite its frequent neg-
ative portrayal, is not an
inherently bad concept. His
conviction was that each stu-
dent and youth should carry

. avibrant vision — an inspir-

ing aspiration for the kind of
society they wish to shape
and inhabit. While this
dream may seem idyllic, it
should never veer into the
realm of dystopia. Instead, it

. should be a beacon of hope,

flluminating a future filled
with possibility and promise.
In his two important essays,
"Students and Polities" and
"Letter to Young Political
Workers", Bbagat Singh

(like the police) and ideologi-
cal state apparatuses (such as
colleges and universities).
Students are often used a3
instruments by politically
affiliated organisaﬁons ta

should wurk bu dismantle
exploitative structures and

ordeal of suffering and sacri-
fice, you shall come out victo-
rious, And these individual
victories shall be the valuable
assets of the revolution.”

Martha Nussbaum, in her
writings, cautions that "it
would be catastrophic to
become a nation of technical-
1y competent people who have
lost the ability to think critical-
ly, to examine themselves,
and to respect the hurnanity
and diversity of others."

Educators and advocates
for education believe strong-
ly that university and college
campuses  should not
become isolated utopias but
must reflect and contribute
to the broader world beyond
their boundaries.

The country needs citizens
who are engaged and
thoughtful, not submissive
individuals or religious fun-

te specific ideol

" In this contend, they are pro-
vided with ‘ready-made'
herces and icons to follow
unquestioningly. Bhagat
Singh warned against this
mentality: "Tosay that Mahat-
mas, who are great, should
not be eriticised because they
are above criticism and for
this reason, whatever they
say about politics, religion,
~economics and ethies is cor-
rect and that whatever they
say will have to be accepted,
whether you believe it or not,
reveals a mentality which
cannot lead us to progress

build & society based on inde-  damentalists. Instead, we
pendence, democracy, and should strive to cultivate peo-
socialism. 'l'hey should organ- ple who embody Bhagat
iseth icollaborate  Singh's philosophy: "The aim
with p ts and workers..  oflifeis no more to control the
be active in politics and strive  mind, but to develop it "har-
for a socialist revolution.” moniously, not to achieve sal-

He imparted a message for  vation hereafter, but to make

students: “Crush your indi-
viduality first, Shake off the
dreams of personal comfort.
Then start to work. Inch by
inch you shall have to pro-
ceed. It needs courage, perse-
verance, and very strong
determination. Mo difficulties
and no hardships shall dis-
courage you No failure and
betrayal shall dishearten you.
No travails imposed upen you
shall snuff out the revolution-
ary will in you. Through the

the best use of it here below,
and not to realise truth, beau-
ty and good only in contem-
plation, but also in the actual
experience of daily life; social
progress depends not upon
the ennoblement of the few
but on the enrichment of the
many; and spiritual democra-
cy or universal brotherhood
can be achieved only when
there is an equality of oppor-
tunity in the zocial, political
and industrial life.". Ty,f 2.2 U
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Wl.zzle t.h(.? Centre bromotes mullilingualism through its 3-language formula, TJamil Nadu resists
‘maintaining that it is an unfair pressure on non-Hindi slates, escalating tension between the tzo

OUR CORRESPONDENT

amil Nadu's resistance

to Hindi imposition

dates back o 1937,

when the Congress
government in Madras Presi-
dency, bed by C Rajogopalachari,
intreduced compulsory Hindi
in schools, The move sparked
outrage emong Tamils, who saw
it as an etoston of their Dravid.
ian hentage. And over the years,
Hindi was framed a5 a symbol of
Morth Indian domination over
the South.

Thee three-language foemula
under NEP, which recommends
students learn another language
alongside their regional language
and English, is seen by the DME
a5 a coverl altempt Lo introduce
Hindl through the back door,

Unton Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan has
strongly refuted these dums,
maintaining that NEP 20240
allovs linguistic freedom and
does not impose Hindi. Ina let-
Ler o Stalin, Pradhan stated:
“There s no question of impas-

Ing any language on any slate or
community. NEP 2020 upholds
the principle of linguistic free-
don and ensures that students
continue o learn in the I e
of their choice!” He ursuul“%‘::ls
MEP: multilingual approach
waonld broaden educational
accesa rather than restrict it.
Despile these reassurances,
political leaders in Tamil Nadu
rerain staunch in their oppo-
sition. Deputy Chicl hinister
Udhayanidhi Stalin reiterated:
“Tamil Madu has always been
against (e Lhree-language policy.
W will never accept that. The
Centre wants to use NEP asa
backdoor entry for Hindi”
The three-language formula
was first proposed by the Edu-

§

Tarell Hodu lears fhat enee HEP (s odepted, the Centre will diciate Imp

?' a—_l :

I o wey that erodes stale autonamp oad Impetes Hindi

that while the policy promates
linguistic diversity, states relain

catton © (1964-66), y in their languzpe
affictally known as the Kothari preferences.
Tamll Nadu's refusal le

Commnission, 1t was formalky
adopted in the National Policy
on Education (NPE) 1968 under
then Prisme Minister Indim Gan-
dhi The policy was realfirmed
n MPE 1986 under PM Rajiv
Gandhi and revised in 1952 by
Marasimha Rao's Conress gove
ernment to promote lingulstic
diversity and national unity:

The commission, chaired
by physicist Dr Daulat Singh
Kothari, recommended that stu-
dents learn their mother longue
ar regional language, the official
language of the Unfon, o maodern
Indian or Eurepean language,
apart from the ficst two.

Accarding to NPE 1568,
Hindi-speaking states should
feach a modern [ndian language,
preferably a southern language,
alongside Hindi and English.
Mon-Hindl-speaking stales were
10 Include Hindi, their regional
language, and English. The policy
was reinfaresd in NPE 1986 and
its 1992 revision, with the aim of
achicving o national consensus
on Hindi as a link language.

However, the 1992 podicy also
admitted that “the implementa-
tian of this part (threc-Janguage)
of the 1968 Policy has, however,
been aneven. The policy will be
implemented mare cnergetically
and purposefully”

Cenlre malntains that the
nuw policy allows more fexibility
withoul enforcing any language.
NEP 2020 states: ~ The three-lan-
continue 1o
e implemented while keeping
in mind the constitutional provi-
sions, the need to promote mul-
tilingualism as well as promole
national unity. However, there
will be greater flexibility, and no
language will be imposed on any
slale)”

NEP 2020 further clarifics
that “the three languages learncd
ildren wll be the choices ol
states, regions, and of course the
students themselves, so long as it
least twa of the throe langoages
are native to [ndia” This epsures

L] L1

Implement key aspects of NEF
3020, particularly the three-lan-
guage formula, has resulted in
the Centre wilkiholding Rs 573
erore in central education assis-
tance under the Samagra Shik-
sha Abhiyan (55A). Accarding o
policy rules, states must comiply
with MEP guidelines 1o receive
554 funding, of which 60 per
cent is prawided by the Centre in
states like Tamil Nadu.

66

There is no
question of

imposing been against
any the three-
language on language
any mltf or policy. We
tommunity. m
NEP 2020 1L NEYEL
upholds the accep!

B that. The

principle of linguistic freedom

Tamil Nodu
has always

Smasmjh_ﬂtf,‘aﬂt;“;"tbm and ensures that students Centre wants to use NEP as a

:;“;Jé‘“ﬂfxd ander NED 2020 continue to learn in the backdoor entry for Hindi"

1o focus on expericatial learn- language of their choice” —

ing and faundational literacy. bh diabealiiin — Udhayanidhi Stalin, Deputy

The 55A funding structure var- —= DNImENPCA FAEFti s Chief Minister, Tamil Nodu
ies from general states and Union Educalion Minister
Union Territorics g 1
(UTs) with legis- - - ——
Jatures receiv= ere
ing 60 per 2 et Jtisan so many subjects, and on topof  approached, vialent protests
centeentnal (/7 ale 22 nllltli!l \ epeclally  that Yo ite orcod to e Thvee.  over fears of Hind! *tmposition”
fnding. 1/ |anguages, with | sensi- Janguaes tnstead of two!” shehas  erupted again across Tasnll Nady,
northeast- [/ indi — ken h}: I tive issue lbeen quoted as saying necerding  leading the federal government
ernand Hindi — spo | in Tamil 1o media reports, But Pradhan 1o pass a law that asauecd the
Himsls- || more than 46 per centof || N has denled allegations that the inved uscof Engllsh asan

an stales | - bein which has policy will foree Hindi through.  efficial language.
getting 50 the ]lll[ll.llatmn —Deg * piorically India Is one of the world's However, successive federal
percent the most widely Leen at the most lingulstically diverse coun=  governments have introduced
central forcfront of tries and some estimales sy policles ar made announcements
funding and used cachprotests,  thousnds of anguapesarespo-  €hat have kept these uneletics
Jast but not Stalin and his keen here. simmering.
the Jeast, UTs arty — wha say Bt there are only 22 officlal The 1968 NEP adepted the

withoul legistanures
geeeiving I’Eﬂl funding (103 per
cent) from the Centre.
Education is a Pmom:":li;l
Constitutions “Concurfci N
wﬁcln smeans that both the fed-
eral and slale governments cun
make and enact laws around it
Schoals and colleges fllow dil-
ferent syllabl and rakes depum‘lj-
ing on who oversees them = the
[ederal or state governments.
Indla, where staies ore mostly
organlsed on linguistic lines, has
nearly wa dozen official lun- i
FUACS: including Hindl, Tami
and Enplish, Dol sputhern slates
have aften protested apainst
elfaris by successive federal gov-
crnments b privilege Hindi over
wther lanjuages.

languages, with Hindi — spa-
ken by more than 46 per cent of
the population — being the most
widely used, according to the fast
census held in 2011

they are not against Hind! itsell
— have argued over the past few
weeks that the polley’s eventual
alm is lo force the language on
non-Hindi-spraking states.

The chlef minister wrote on X After the Britisl: left India
Jast month that Hindl = which in 1947, the newly Independent
emerged as a standardised Lin- natlon sought 1o promote Hindi

s a link language 1o replace Eng.
lish. The Constitution — enacled
in 1950 — also nudges the fed-

ruage for casy communicatlon
SUI'mg the Britisl era — ended
up dominating other languages

and dialects spoken in nerth- el government to promete the
crn India, such as Bhofpurl and spread of Hindi
Aswadhi This Invited ficree eppasition

Trom non-Hindl speaking stows,
prompling Use federal govern-
ment to cantinue using English
as am alernate officlal language
fiar 15 years alter 1950,

As the deadline year of 1965

His party’s MP Kanlmozhi
Karunandhi also reeently ques-
Honed why a student should b
forced to learn three languages.

“Squdents have cnough bur-
den In schools. You have to Jearn

oe @ =L

three-language formula for the
fiest ime and, in the same year,
the governmuent introduced poli-
eles mandatlng Use teaching of
Hindi in nan-Hindi speaking
stales, eading to fresh protusts.
Over the years, the Lssuv of
Hindl versus other languages has
wmiede headlines repeatedly. In
2023, Stalln eriticised the Modi
government for replacing some
colonial-era laws wilh ones bear-
Ing Hindi names (the Indian
Tenal Cede, for instance, las
been replaced with o low named
Biharatiyu Myaya Sanhita).
Afederal government cami-
wnbsson that examined the lin-
puage pulley during 1HE-49
seknowledged that the lsues

oe o

sentimental nalure made it “dil-
ficult 1o comsider it in 2 ealm and
detached manner”

“Ma other problem has
caused preater confroversy
umong educationlsts and evoked
mare contradictory views from
our witnesses,” it maintained.

Taenll Nadu has been at the
forefront of the fight agalnst
Hindi impasitien sinee Indids
independence, The Dravid-
fan movement, which shaped
Tamil Madu's political idertiry,
has always viewed the proma-
tion of Hindi as o ferm of North
Indian linguistic and cultural
dominance. The most signifi-
cant of these protests look place
in 1965, when a propesed pollcy
to replace English with Hindl
as India’s sole official language
led Lo violent agitations in Tantil
Madu. As a result, the Indian
government passed a law assur-
ing that English would continue
us an official langage sbongside
Hindi.

In response o these concerns,
Tamil Nadu adopted a twa-Jan-
geage fermula, where schools
only teach Tamil and English,
rejecting the three-languay
policy that mandated Hindl in
ather non-Hindi-speakang staies.
“This has remained a defining fea-
tare of Tamil Nadu's Drovidian
governance, wilh the DMK and
AIMDME governments fiercely
protecting i

Tamll Madu's oppasition 1o
NEP 2020 goes beyend language.
The state dlsa refects several
structural changes in the pal-
dcy, which it believes will harm
students from disadvantaged
backgrounds and reinforee caste-

based di Ination

The state has akready fonght
a bong battle against the Mational
Eliglbility cum Entrance Test
[NEET} for medical sdmissions,

ing thal it disproportionatedy
aflects Dalit, OBC, and rural
studenis,

Stalin lias called NEP 2020
“anti-poar, anti-reservation, and
anti-social ustice’ accusing the
BJP of trying to dismantle Tamil
Madu's progressive policies that
have ensured equitable access to
education.

The policy’s emphasls on
standasdised lesting at multiple
school levels, Including grades 3,
5 and 8, is another contentious
issue, with the state fearing that
it could exacerbate educational
Inequality and increase dropout
rales, particularly in raral arcas.
Additionally, the push for vass-
tienal ratning from class 6 has
been criliclsed for patentially
diverfing students [ram higher
education paths, restricting
carecr mobility and reinforcing
seclo-economlc stratification.

The Tarnl] Nadu government
maintains that its exdsling educa-
tion model, which has produced
high literacy rates and successfl
professionals across industries,
does nol require a strectural
averhaul dictaed by the Cen-
tre. The resistance, therefore, ks
not just shaut financlal incens
tives but aboul preserving the
autanamy of a system that Tamil
Madhu believes las alnesdy proven
s clfectivencss on & national and
global scale,

The real lssue lics n execa-
ten and political trust. Tamil
Madi fears that once NET |5
ada ?kd. the Centre wll dictae
imy stion in a way thal

"It denles Ananedal abd o
the Scheduled Castes, Schad-
uled Tribes, and Other Backward
Chisses, It intruduces national-
level entrance exams even for arls
and science colleges. 1t alima 1o
push students out of the educs-
tian spatem by Implemuenting eat
aptions fram Cliss 10. 1 enfurees
caste-based vocational educa-
thon from Class 6, That s why we
are frmly slating that we wort
accept 18" sakd Stalin

: oe ©

cradis state sutanumy, The BI1
on the other land, sees Tamil
Nadu’s restslunie E:al.uull)-
mativated, atmed al kecping
the DAMES antl-Hindi, pra-
slale aubgiomy narmative alive
Wit neither side willing 1o back
doven, the chanees of 4 pegoll-
ated comgromise loaks bleak
and the impasse i Dikely o con-
e, leading 1o studenty gelting
caught in the crosslire,
Viows expressil are
™
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Crisis o
The shift from intellectual debate to physical aggressio
question — have we abandoned the core value
replacing them with coercion and intimida

departure from rational activism raises a |
Have we failed as educators, mentors, and as a socl

right values to our Stlld_EhfS?

s an alumnus of Jadav-

pur University and cur-

rently an Assistant Pro-

essor at Bidhan Chan-
dra College, Asansol, I find my-
self increasingly disturbed by
the recent turmoil on campus.
Once a symbol of intellectual ri-
gor and progressive student
activism, Jadavpur University
now finds itself in the headlines
for all the wrong reasons. What
should have been a forum for
constructive discourse - the
convention of WEBCUPA atten-
ded by educators across West
Bengal and the Honorable Edu-
cation Minister, Bratya Basu -
descended into violence, chaos,
and outright anarchy. Professors
were assaulted, vehicles vandal-
ized, and even the state minister
was injured.

The scene was harrowing -
professors who had traveled
from various institutions, inclu-
ding many from Paschim Bard-
haman, Purba Bardhaman and
many other districts found their
vehicles targeted, with wind-
shields shattered and their per-
sonal safety at risk. For years,
they had heard of the increasing
radicalization on campus, but to
witness it firsthand, to be sub-
jected to the very hostility they
had read about, was a rude awa-
kening. What impression does
this leave on the academic com-
munity? What message does it
send to those who once held Ja-
davpur in the highest regard?

The situation has since es-
calated, with students threaten-
ing an indefinite shutdown if
their demands, including the
withdrawal of legal cases, are
not met by the administration.
But amidst the battle cries, have
we paused to reflect on the
deeper crisis unfolding? Jadav-
pur University, once an Institu-
tlon of Eminence, has lost that
status, and no one seems to be
asking why.

A university's reputation is

built on rigerous scholarship, a
culture of debate, and an unwa-
vering comminment to academ-
ic freedom. However, when the-
se principles are compromised
by recurring instability and a
shift away from intellectual pur-
suits towards aggressive activi-
sm, it is inevitable that such a
prestigious status would be
revoked. This should serve as a
wake-up call, urging us to reflect
on whether we are prioritizing
institutional integrity or allow-
ing it to be eroded by external
influences and internal discord.’
Are we wimessing the death of
academic excellence ar the altar
of aggressive and often political-
ly driven protests?

Jadavpur University has a
storied legacy of student activ-
ism. Like many of my peers, |,
too, engaged in protests, debat-
es, and ideological struggles
during my time there. But our
activism was rooted in intellec-
tual rigor and the power ol argu-
ment - not in intimidation, vio-
lence, or disruption of public
life. Today’s campus movemen-
15, however, seem (o operate on
a dangerous new principle: If
yOU CANNOL OUl-ATgue your op-
ponent, silence them with force,
A striking example of this was
the recent violence at Jadavpur
University, where educators,
including professors from vari-

ous districts, were subjected to
hostility, their vehicles vandal-
ized, and their personal safety
threatened. The shift from intel-
lectual debate to physical aggre-
ssion raises a crucial question -
have we abandoned the core
values of discourse and dissent,
replacing them with coercion
and intimidation? This funda-
mental departure from rational
activism raises an uncomfort-
able question: Have we failed as
educators, mentors, and as a
society in imparting the right
values to our students?
Universities are meant to
be sanctuaries of free thought,
critical inguiry,
and mutual resp-
ect. When protests
tumn into physical
altercations, van-
dalism, and vio-
lent confronta-
tions with faculty
members, the mo-
vement loses its
moral ground, A
glaring contrast
can be drawn bet-
ween historic pro-
tests such as the
Anti-Emergency
Movement of the
1970s - where stu-
dents used litera- |
ture, theatre, and peaceful resis-
tance to challenge authority -
and the recent unrest at Jadav-
pur University, where physical
aggression and destruction of
public property have overshad-
owed any meaningful dialogue.

One of the biggest transfor-
mations in recent years has
been the way ideological differ-
ences manifest on campus, Dur-
ing our time, students and teac-
hers held differing opinions, but
we engaged in dialogue, we qu-
estioned, we debated - we never
resorted to physical attacks, Has
our society now created an envi-
ronment where ideological div-
ergence is seen as an unbridge-
able chasm, rather than a foun-
dation for debate?

Social media has exacerbat-
ed this divide, as evidenced by
its influence on student activism
at Jadavpur University. Move-
ments that onee relied on grass-
roots organizing and in-person
deliberation are now driven by
viral trends and online oulrage.
In recent incidents, social media
has amplified ideological divi-
sions, allowing misinformation

AMRITA
BANERJEE
The writer s Asslseant
Prafessor and Coardinator/
,0.0., Departmant of
palitical sclence, Bldhan
andra cellege,
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n campus

to spread rapidly and fueling
reactionary responses. This shift
has transformed protests into
spectacles, where visibility often
takes precedence over substan-
tive dialogue.

While social media has
empowered student voices, it
has also contributed to a culture
of immediate backlash rather
than sustained intellectual en-
gagement. Platforms that could
be used for intellectual exchan-
ge and mobilization of construe-
tive activism have, instead, be-
come echo chambers of misin-
formation, outrage, and hostili-
ty. Protests are no longer about

rational discourse
but about who can
 Barner more on-
line attention. A
movement’s suc-
cess is measured
by trends and ret-
weets rather than
real engagement
and solutions.
This shift has am-
plified polariza-
tion, making it
harder for any
genuine dialogue
to take place.
While student
protests claim to
fight for justice, it
is undeniable that many who
are not part of the movement
suffer the most. Hundreds of
students, eager to complete
their education, now find their
academic lives disrupted. In the
name of student rights, are we
infringing on the rights of
those who simply want to study
and build their future? Should
student activism come at the
cost of another student’s right
to learn?

Another alarming trend in
these protests is their tendency
to spill beyond the university
gates, blocking roads, disrupting
public life, and inconveniencing
thousands of ordinary citizens
who have no role in university
politics. The right to protest is
fundamental in a democracy,
but should it come at the eost of
a citizen's right to commute
freely, reach work on time, or
transport patients to hospitals
without obstruction? The best
protests resonate through their
message, not through the level
of disruption they cause,

For instance, consider the
Chipko Movement, where vil-

B cditor@thestntesman.com

n raises a crucial

s of discourse and dissent,
tion? This Fundamea:ltal
n uncomfortable question:
ety in imparting the

Jagers peacefully hugged trees (0
prevent deforestation - without
harming a single individual.
Their activism was powerlul
because it appealed to the con-
science of the people and poli-
cymakers alike. Today's violent
campus protests, on the other
hand, alienate the very public
whose support they seek.

One of the most alarming
aspects of recent events is the
shift in student-teacher dynam-
ics. Professors, who should be
mentors and guides, are now
viewed as adversaries. The phys-
ical assault on faculty members
is not just an attack on individ-
uals but a blow to the very foun-
dation of academic discourse.
How did we reach a point where
students resort to violence agai-
nst those who are dedicated to
their intellectual growth?

This erosion of respect is
not merely a university issue; it
reflects a larger societal prob-
lem. Has political polarization
poisoned student activism to the
extent that it is no longer about
reform but about domination?
Have ;exlemal forces hijacked
student movements, turning
them into pawns in a larger ide-
ological battle? If universities
become breeding grounds for
political agendas rather than
centers of free thought, we risk
losing their true purpose. |

The ongoing turmoil at Jad-
avpur University is symptomatic
of a deeper crisis ~ one rooted
in political interference in uni-
versity affairs, whether through
student groups or administra-
tive appointments. It has disr-
upted|the academic culture and
decisipn-making processes. Ad-
ministrative inefficiencies in
governance, failure to uphold
academic integrity, and inability
to harjdle campus disputes effe-
ctively have contribured to ins-
tability. The shift from intellec-
tual debate to aggression, inclu-
ding the recent acts of viclence
against educators and visiting
dignitaries, highlights a danger-
ous trend where dissent is
met with hostllity rather than
dialogue (growing culture of
intolerance). It requires u.:geq't
interventon. !

As an alumnus, my concer-
ns about Jadavpur University's
trajectory are deeply personal.
The institution | once revered
for its academic excellence and
spirit of fearless inquiry is now
at a crossroads. The question
before us is urgent: Will Jaday-
pur University reclaim its place
as a beacon of knowledge and
constructive dissent, or will it
continue down a path of unrest
that erodes its very foundation?

Universities should be spa-
ces of enlightenment, not har.
tegrounds of vielence. The anus
is on all of us - students, educa-
tors, parents, and policymakers
- to restore dignity to debage
and discipline to discourse, [f
we [ail, we risk not Bnly il
future of Jadavpur University
but also the broader future u}F
academic and democratic rradj-
tions in this country,

The time to act is now, Let
us ensure that our universities
remain temples of learning, not
arenas of perpetual strife, Only
then can we truly say that we
have imparted the right valyes
to the next generaion,
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MIND’S MISSIVES

\ letter can mean the difference
Abetween life and death as read-
ers of Romeo and Juliet would

know. But it can alsobe a way of pour-
ing one’s heart out on paper when
it is difficult to express oneself out
loud, as Jane Austen has repeatedly
demonstrated in her novels. It is this
cathartic aspect of letter-writing that
is at the core of a novel initiative start-
ed by the Fanindra Deb Institution
in Jalpaiguri. The school has set up
a letterbox — Mon Peon-er Bag — for
young students to unburden them-
selves. Children have, since then,
dropped into it several missives that
reveal the troubles weighing them
down. Some are distressed because
they do not have enough time for
sports in school; oth-

thoughts and emotions. What is of sig-
nificance is that handwritten letters
score slightly higher than electronic
ones: putting pen to paper and form-
ing the words require a mindfulness
that clattering away on the keyboard
does not. Little wonder then that pen
pals were once all the rage. People,
young and old, did not mind writing
long letters to others halfway across
the globe. The International Bipolar
Foundation has even found that hav-
ing a pen pal can actually reduce lone-
liness. The Fanindra Deb Institution
has thus struck upon the right idea.
Is there a case of expanding the scope
of such an initiative, with various
schools brought under the umbrella of
a shared programme? This could give
a larger number of stu-

ers complain that their

dents the opportunity

fathers do not spend A school in to share their troubles
enough time at home; ]alpajgurj has unhindered.

others still are worried introduced But the Mon Peon-
about quarrelling par- er Bag cannot be the
ents vitiating the at-  studentstothe  solution to mdia’s bur
mosphere at home. The therapeutic beneﬁts geoning juvenile men-
school intends to take £1 ,ge iting tal health issues. India
up these issues for dis- OI 1€LLET "WITI mg ,0 must think of making
cussion with children address children’s greater  investments
and their guardians. mental health 1ssues in boosting the num-

This new way to a

ber of counsellors and

child’s mind in a bid
to tackle mental health issues is a
heartening step. UNICEF data show
that one in every seven young people
in India is depressed. The strategy
has also unveiled the now-forgotten
benefits letter-writing has for men-
tal health. There exist studies — they
g0 back to 1986 — to show that writ-
ing letters can be a way of unwind-
ing sans fear of judgement. Research
from Princeton University even re.
vealed that letter-writing is a simpli-
fied, more flexible, approach to psy-
chotherapy, transforming the chaotic,
non-linear, inner monologues of g
disturbed mind into a conversation,
thereby enabling people to consider

psychiatrists for school
children. In the absence of school
counsellors, teachers will have to
take up this additional responsibility.
In fact, a 2024 survey by the National
Institutes of Health showed that the
paucity of counsellors in schools had
led to an increased workload of teach-
ers. Untrained teachers ill-equipped
to help students can cause more harm
th_an good. Furthermore, in a nation
with a weak culture of privacy, stu-
dents who express their vulnerabili-
ties can be bullied if their letters were
to fall into the wrong hands. These
concerns notwithstanding, the Mon
Peon is not to be dismissed in a coun-
try that pays little attention to chil-

the nuances, logic and depth of their | dren’s mental health. \0
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Kritika Sharma @timesofindla.com

tabbing someone with a divider is 5 crim-

inal act anywhere, But when it happens in

a hostel, it attains another dimension of

malicious. It's even more horrifying when
" the perpetrators are youngsters training
to be nurses, in whose hands is supposed to rest the
well-being of patients,

Ragging i= a beast we simply can’t seem to tame,
Like at the Govt Nursing College in Kerala's Kottay-
am this Feb — where the brutalities included tying
{irst-years it i from their
genitals — it vears its ugly head me and again, de-
=pite stringent crackdowns, episodes of national
outrage, and interventions by Supreme Court. Inthe
same month, in a different part of the country, two

] Jindal Global University in Har filed
ragging complaints, One of them, 2 BA (criminology)
student, alleged he was hit on the head with a steel
bottle and lashed with a belt by a senior:

In Nov last vear, Anil Methaniya, a student at

MERS Medical College at Dharpur-Patan collapsed
after he was made to stand for hours as part of a
rageing ritual and sustained head injuries. He later
died in hospital Twomenths before that, at Jadavpur |
University in Kolkata, a 17-yearold Bengall (Hons)
student fell to his death from the second floor of the
main hostel. He had allegedly been humiliated by
seniors who had also made him cat his hain

“We were told by our seniors to engage in hu-

miliating acts like stripping down and performing
sexual acts against a wall,” said an MEBS student
from a college in Rajasthan, describing the torment
his batch of first years went through at the hostel in
thedr first few months.

5C Stepped In 24 Years Ago
The apex court defines ragging as “any disorderly
conduct whether by words spoken or written or by
an act which has the effect of teasing, treating or
‘handling with rudeness any other student, indulging
in rowdy or iscipli ities which
is likely to cause annoyance, hardship or psycho-
Togical harm or to raiss fear orapprehension thereof
inafresher or a junior.,.” k:
Although the definition came in 2001 — when the
court was heari ition by the non-p Vishwa
® Jagriti Mission on increasing ragging cases in col-
leges — it was only in 2008 that a seven-membesr com-
mittee, led by former CBI chief RE Raghavan, was

= puses could uniformly adopt. The Centre acted after
widespread anger that followed the death of medical
student Aman Kachroo during a ragging incident at
his college in Himachal Pradesh. Kachroo, then 18,
succumbed (o injuries after being beaten up by four
® seniors, trigeering protests across the country and a
demand for laws that sternly dealt with mgging. .
Sixteen years on, there's adifferent generation in
college. Students now are more aware of campus
codes and their rights, but the baten of bullying has

e Dl |
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Kerala to Haryana and Gujarat to Bengal, the last six months have thrown up

HOW

GGING

S RAISING

UGC chairperson M Jagadesh Kumar sald the
. "The

many complaints in three years, These are merely
T i | ant- 1

alsabeen passed on. What was true in Kack
is true still: medical colleges (there are around 700
of them as against more than 8,000 engineering and
tech colleges in India) remain fertile sites for the
worst forms of bullying.

% Of Hostelers, 38% Of Ragging Cases
Diata from the anti-ragging helpline of the Univer-
slty Grants ission (UGC) ince2017,

with the exeeption af the fwo pandemic years when
campuses were largely shut, the number of com-

K plaints has averaged around 1,000 a year T‘h:slm-
clurdes 51 complaints of deaths of students, of which
47 were by suicide.

numbers partly reflect i a ‘helpline,

rised ints indi trust, the SAVE report said. The NGO's research suggests

ard willk toreport incidertts,”  thata of cases, ially the serious

be pointed out, adding that UGC has strengthened  ones, went directly to college management o to po-
‘stime it il to make awargol the lice instead of the helpline.

helpline, ti thel '

1 3 o o 11 id, 1 o bl nli 4 Im Tllllb, m m

not regi ints. S0, notall inci-  The Rajasthan MBBS student said the college envi-

dentsof i petreparted in dia ronment was unbearable in the first few weeb

in
are captured on the helpline since students hesitate

euw|

campus shockers at alarming frequency, exposing limitations in the strategy
to end the oppressive treatment freshers face at the hands of seniors

ances, They told the entire batch that whoever was
filing such complaints was ruining thie college's
reputation and that if anyone had a real problem,
they should approach them directiy”

Mumbers may be smaller, but ragging on engi-
neering campuses can get vicious, too. A third-year
engineering student at a UP college was so frauma-
tised that he transferred out after his first semester
“My seniors slapped me hard across the face when-
ever they saw me in hostel. Once, [ was slapped so
‘hadly that | temporarily lost hearing in cne ear [ was
tooscared to complain because I feared things would
et worse if it was found cut. After the firstsemester;
I changed my college,” he recalled.

A medical college student in Tripura said him
and his batchmates were subjected to online abuse
that continned day and night, leaving them afraid to
use their phone or attend classes, “We were all added
to a WhatsApp group and told to perform certain
taske by our seniors. If we failed to respond, they

b f us with dire " the student
noted. In another case, a master’s student at a social

in the old-fashioned way. Now, it tends wmanljfhs:
itself as bullying and discrimination — class-
based, casre-bj;aefi. and even anti-LGBTQ, Many
do not register it as ragging as it does not fit the
conventional @mtim'.'$m£. gl
Supreme Court lawyer Meera Kaura Fatel—
has handled several rageing case_s—smd India needs
a central anti-ragging law that is uniformly imple-
mented by states. The problem, she said, is the laclk
afa dard approach to ragging with police invok-
ing sections under penal laws based on the nature of
the complaint, “There are states that do not have
anti-ragging laws while the others thatd?‘haw laws
may not impose'adequate punishment, she said,
Typically, in state laws, an offence of ragging is pun-
ishable by a fine and 24 years of imprisonment. :
Patel explained that sections under BNS —like
causing wrongful or grievous hurt, ahe:ment_zmg
even ing of mod ding on the inci-
dent — can be invoked in ragging cases. "Ragging
itself is not an offence under BNS. Right now, it's
up to different states to decide what constitutes rag-
i what puni hould be handed down
for it. There Is no uniformity” She said ragging
needs to be categorised as a cognisable offence
across all states regardless of the nature of ragging.
“You cannot say that this much is acceptable and
this much is not,” Patel said. .
Former Congress Lok Sabha MF Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury had introduced "The Prohibition and

mn Wias har
her caste. Her classmates posted
castelst slurs on a common What-

Ragging itself is
not an offence
under BNS. Right

Er ing Bill 2019° in Parlinment that
called for uniform laws against rageing
in all colleges and universities. It has,

sApp group. She skipped classes however, not been passed.
for days, humiliated.

now, it's up to different Guarantee Needed Against Retalixtion
Laws In Force Since 90s states to decide what Prof Dheeraj Sanghi, vice-chancellor
It's been a quarter of a century  constitutes ragging and atJK Lakshmipat University in Jaipur
since Supreme Courtdefinedwhat  what punishment should who has previously worked at [IT-Kan-

constitutes ragging but the evil
continues unabated, pointing to
obviousshortcomings in efforts to
combat it. In fact, several state

r2gging law in 1980 that prescribes a maximum
punishment of four years. In 1997, Tamil Nadu be-
came the first Indian state to put 2 complets ban on
rapeing ined i inat 18 through an ordi
nange criminalising it that was later converted into
the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1997,

The law was enacted after a horrifyving case of
ragging that led to the murder of first-year MBES
student Pon Navarasu in his hestel room by his
senjor John David, Navarasu's body was chopped

nto pieces and disposed of in different parts of
the state. A police investigation later revealed that
Navarsu was by David for refusing to
strip down and lick shoes,

Between 1997 and 2000, states like Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra and West Bengal
passed their own antiragging laws that provide for
fines, on and impri; I seri
Tamil Madu can elaim to be among the betler per-
formers on enforcing the law. "The zero-tolerance
polic i ton * rasi:

he took adm ission last year. "We werse made to strip,

to reveal their identity for fear of being

Tiata from Society Against Violenee in Education
{SAVE), an anti-rogging NGO, shows that medical
colleges accounted for 38.6% of all ragging com-
plaints during 202224 despite malking up only 3.4%
of total hostel students. “A total of & 156 complaints
were registered from 1,946 colleges, It is not correct
to say that the whole of India registered just these

inflate conds with our mouths, engage in mock.
sesrual acts with walls, floors, batchmates.” He said
he tried {0 jodge multiple anonymous complaints on
UGC's anti-ragging helpline.

11

feel vulnerable, he said. “The principal and vice-
principal were angry with me and said they would

‘omplain to eyber police about anonymous griev-

broke the chain of ragging in prof colleges,™
said ¥ Rajendran, former vice-chaneellor of Alagap-
pa University Private institutions and deemed uni-
versities, too, have played a role, immedia; tely expel-
ling students involved In ragging,

Is A Central Law The Answer?

A counsellor at Delhi University told TOI about
how ragging has transformed over the years, “Se-
niors no longer simply demand tasks from juniors

be handed down for it.
There is no uniformity

— MEERA KAURA PATEL

SUPREME COURT LAWYER
=]

pur and ITT-Delhi, said what first-year
students need is the right ermvironment
toreport cases without fear of reprisal.
“They are scared they'll end up in the
bad books of the very people they must
spend years with,"” he sajd.

saurav Singhal, vice-president of SAVE, said
proper enforcement of antiragging regulstions has
to begin at colleges, “UGC's rule states that freshers
should be placed in separate hostals, But many col-
leges do not fulfil this requirement. Another rule
requires that an FIR be filed as soon as a complaint
is recaived by the college, But only a few comply We
ﬂledanRTII five years ago and discoversd that only
5% of i i follow this guideline,” he said,
“Colleges avoid registering ragging complaints to
mrotect the:rrepu_tations. Some have even asked stu-
dents to sign written declarations that they were
never ragged,” he added.

Kachroo, who started the anti-ragging Ni

Aman Movernent, named after his son, mﬁ?&?gg
after Covid, the National Ragging Prevention Pro-

- Ingeffectively“Before Covid, people from the helpling

would make regular calls to calleges to check
4 compli-
ance and keep in touch with students’ parents, pAJ.I
matgiuesmt happcnﬁnwvore,"saml{ad'lmn ¥
Singhal said no anti-ragging law will 'wmk
praperly without an effective Teparting mecha-

is unsure about the oute
withdraws the complaing
way tostop this erime istomake
this the contact num-
bers of seniors’ parents avaj i P
= av i 5
g e s ! zilable Lo juniors. Put-

ome of the complaint or
under pressure. The best

o W

N

]
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family i
deal with this,” he saiy m ;‘“f:;i‘ way to
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Subhajit Ghosh

oday, the perfor-

mance of faculty

members in
s most academic
nstitutes, especially in En
BIneering, is being judged
by their research output.
Hcvwe_-uer, this begs certain
Pressing questions, Why is
56 tnuich thrust being put
on the ‘research’ compo-
nent for career advance-
ment when a large number
of institutions do not have
a sound research infras-
m:ncmre. unlike some pre-
mier government-funded
tech institutes? Why is it
not sufficient if faculty fo-
cus on imparting skills to
Students through innova-
tive teaching and lab-relar.
ed work, along with addi-
tional responsibilities such
as mentoring and career
guidance? Of course, with
rapid developments and
changes in technology, fa-
culty members have to up-
grade their knowledge to
help students learn and
evolve.

As of now, there are not
too many effective guide-
lines to assess a research-
er’s true potential. A key
yardstick of assessment is
the citation index. Many
institutes have been re-
warding faculty research-
ers based on their citation
index, which tr:msla_mes o
having a good citation
score in indexing sites
such as Google Scholar,
Scopus, Web of Science, Re-
cearch Gate, and others.
This system is a catalyst to
s e ere

ing qu
s:;fm ang even being
mentioned as the top 1% of
~id AL

Need fo

2% researchers in a list by
a top-ranking world inst-
e,

Limitations

Evaluating research contri-
butions through citations
can be efmroneous. Assume

HINDU (P-7), 24 MARCH 2025

I quality checks

What is required is a metric to evaluate constructive

rather than going by the citation index

that a researcher makes a
crazy claim and writes a
number of bad research
papers. Itis obvious that an
avalanche of criticism from
expert researchers In the
area will follow, This will
enable the researcher to

become one of the most
cited researchers with a
good citation Index. The
moot question is: how do
we evaluate what is ‘good’
and what is a ‘less accepta-
ble' research. There are ad-
ditlonal lssues of ghost

research contribution,

writing of research papers
and the problem of preda-
tory journals.

There have been in-
stances of researchers rou-
tinely Maunting thelr Goo-
gle citation count and
h-indexes of their research

o i s S

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

on social media, which are
higher than the citation
count of few international
ly-acclaimed Indian re-
searchers. It would be 2
stretch of imagination 1o
conclude that such re
searchers are  superior
than the internationally-ac-
claimed ones. One can al-
ways come up with a coun-
terargument as to why
not?

The objective is not to
belittle researchers having
an  impressive  citation
count. As outlined earlier,
high citation count can ar-
ise out of not-so-great re-
search. It can also increase
when researchers form a2
group and keep referenc-
ing each other within the
group, often with littde rea-
son. Many universities/in
stitutes have started re-
warding researchers based
on the number of index
papers and citation counts
in the absence of a more
comprehensive measure
for qualitative research

Unless we develop a
good enough metric to
evaluate constructive re-
search contribution, it will
be difficult to bring ethical
practices in academic pu-
blications in most institu-
tions. There is a need for '
the people at the helm of :
policy-making committees i
in these institutions to pon-
der over and stem the flow
of a large number of publi-
cations with insignificant

il

Pl - - - N

- emom b =h EDS S O > KO

contributions,  Wwritten
merely to increase the
count number.

The writer s a Professor of
Computer Science and Enginearing
with three decades of experience
and based in the National Capital
Reglon. Email

prefesser SgREshBEmail com “hﬂb/-‘
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ERETEHINVERSTES == Srrg d moars-
o Tmanns o, The O o Soodenss
e e ety Swer = oo Brrsh oo
wersnes couid be m deficr by 205 One m
o e FerTrw e 2rEady SIS
s ! buaders.

Thes = i farge part dovven by 2 el
carx decime m the esypime of eeema-
CoRETES.

Formssance, UK Home OFice daa show
that the nornber of Indian sudens o the
courgyy receadly fodl by 2041 from 139934
m 2022-23 to 111329 m H73-24 indans

Feihe second-lase Shsiens CTETREEY
mche UK.

Reliance on foreign students

The UK goverrament sets fusnion fees for
domestr students. Rassing thern has proven

INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-12), 24 MARCH 2025

The financial crisis reshaping British higher education: why, likely impact

India. “It's part of the drversification strat-
egy of every university,” Professor Lumoted.
At the macro-level. policy changes by
the government would help. Professor
Mapstone wants the government to con-
sider how visa restrictions might impact

mnywps more than others, and said
Jdn't be included within

the net migration figures™. She also wants
the government to merease its funding for

universities.

Many, like Professor Rudoll Allemann,
Pro Vice-Chancellor for International at
Cardiff University, anticipate sector

ng.

“I think we will go through a penod
of consolidanon, some tough decisions will
be taken_ There may not be quite so many
unmversities. there may be merged institu-
tions,” he said. adding that universities
need to start developing effinency-focused
teaching models, such as strategic online

teaching which is “clearty a lot less labour-

I 2022/73, mternanional student fees  of miemnational students hasdropped by The road ahead
d TL8 billion pounds o UK o~ 30-40% in mast institutions this past year. UK unr both
versities, amounting o 23% of their i@l in- Fur mstance, me University of Sussex.  immediate cost-cutting measures and
come. up from ondy 5E in the mic- 1990s. omprise 30~ longer-teTm strategic
32% of the student body, saw a 40% drop in Many institutions, such as Cardiff
lmpactofnsarem-icuons international enrollment in autumn 2024 University and the University of Sheffield
e the Tory restri PMENE have ed Y severance
umder Rishi Sunak imposed re- b schemes. “We offe very that
= the [2.000- 13.000 pounds rangse. Srictions on international students bring- it hardest. Professor Roseneil explained  terms_ ‘We're going to have to respond
Meanwiiis, orversnes are erdwith g dependents to the coun- that this was because “mature  probably by becoming a slightly smaller
nsing oper=tonsl e e sabnes and Gy, It au.o threatened to students” pursuing postgrad-  universiry,” said Professor Koen Lamberts.
o paryments. This has i uate degrees often have fam-  Vice-chancellor of the Unwersity
rely on meemanonal sdenss —who pay mmm GLOBAL ilies they want to bring. *I  of Sheffield.
up to 26,000 pounds annually — tosub-  to work in the UK for wo b—rm——— think it has particularly af- Unuiversities are also exploning alferma-
Safes ODETANNS. years. The “unwelcoming™ fected women. It'softenvery  tive revenue streams. TestTCtun
“When the number of rmessage has sent inter | difficult for a think, Tm gong to “We are now looking at all sorts of new
dent mumhers was STOWInE. i |eave my kads behind and study abroad for  ways of increasing income from non-stan-
Erwiher 9aif acordingly and became de- This is more so with other English-lan-  ayear.” she sad. dard activities_ Distance learing. online
pendent on them. And in the contexrof  guage ed i jons b i The L ry of Surrey experienced a distance learming, CPD [Continuing
lower leveis of income from UK students mmm Tecent years. 30% drop in the number of applications.  Professional Development), Executive
4 I fees, that v and Canada competing far  “The drop is actually across South Asian  Educanion.” Professor Roseneil said
ol 3 mwﬁmmm countries like India, Pakistan, One way to eamn some addibonal rev-
Professor Sacha Rosenedl. Vice-(h 1! mpact, memlx and also in West Afnica.” Professor GQMax  enue is to open international branches. For
of the University of Sussex, said Map adding that Lu said. instance, Surrey University plans 2branch in ""b"h,
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Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, also known as PTR [s Tomll Nadu's [T and dig|tal services minister, He won his first election
In2016as an MLA, then became finance ministar 1n 2021, a berth he hold for two years before his current ministry
He s oneof themost artieulatavolees in the Dravidian polities of his party, the DMK, making a case against the
| Centre'sim pending defimiation of constituencles and Implermentation of the National Education Policy (NEF)
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Question paper leak

I an unprecedented development that has brought
disgrace to the Assam State School Education Board
I and the Education Department, all examinations of
: _Qlass 11 under the Board from March 24 to 29, com-
priging 36 subjects, were cancelled following reports of
several paper leak incidents at different places. The As-
sam Police Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has
been entrusted with a probe into the paper leak and one
hopes it would be able to get to the root of the shocking
episode. More than that, it is highly imperative that a
stringent protocol of security, vigilance and accountabili-
ty is put in place to prevent recurrence of what has al-
ready become a disturbing trend in' both HSLC and HSSLC
exams. That the two major Board exams have repeated-
ly been embroiled in controversies over question paper
leak and evaluation not just exposes the unprofessional
and incompetent functioning of the Board and the Educa-
‘tion Department headed by minister Dr Ranoj Pegu, it
has also given the students a huge setback, subjecting
them to a traumatic experience. For the young candi-
* dates, for whom this particular exam holds a lot of signif-
icance, what they have gone through is quite harrowing.
The need 1s to take the development in all seriousness,
book the guilty responsible for orchestrating the paper
‘leak, and most importantly, augment the security protocol
surrounding the examination process.

The recurring nature of the anomalies makes it amply
clear that no lesson has been learnt all these years and
the situation bodes ill for the State’s educational sphere.
The past 10 years have seen a number of such paper

. leak incidents in HSLC and HSSLC exams, with the last
.recorded in 2023. With no matching safety protocol put
in place, our exams will continue to remain vulnerable to
such malpractices. The government would do well to
effect a revamp of the examination conduct process at
the earliest so that the confidence of students, parents,
and the public is restored. As we do not get to hear about
such paper leaks during Board exams conducted by the -
CBSE, the State Board would do well to learn from the
CBSE'’s functioning and replicate its mode] if neces-
sary. There should be a thorough overhaql of the ar-
rangements in which question papers are printed, trans-
ported, stored and opened before the exams. This
should be far from a Herculean task, given the techno-
logical advancements that can be put to good use for the
purpose. With the changing tlmes._mnovatlon is the need
of the hour to conduct the exams in a seamless manln.er.
For long, the holding of our Board exams has been mue\d
in controversies stemming largely from th’e‘ U}lp_r()ff’b'
sional conduct of the examination process. 11;15)15 h_‘“’(i
ing the effect of vit_mtmg the academic (;;;VE onment an
putting the Board in poor lf’“’_m_' "\Q_Y__ S
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Reimagining reservation

Telangana'’s bold quota reforms must navigate complex challenges

TELANGANA'S DECISION TO raise the OBC
quota to 42 per cent and sub-classify 59
Scheduled Castes into three groups marks a
pivotal moment in India's affirmative action
discourse. While these moves aim to correct
historical inequities within marginalised
groups, they navigate a complex web of legal
constraints, political calculations and empir-
ical challenges. Their success hinges not just
on judicial validation and the Centre’s ap-
proval but on the state's ability to balance so-
dal justice with constitutional principles.

The expansion of OBC reservations directly
challenges the Supreme Court's 50 per cent
quotacap. Telangana's justification rests on its
caste survey, presented as a “saentifically rig-
orous” tool to demonstrate “extraordinary ar-
cumstances” — a prerequisite for exceeding
the cap. The state argues that OBC backward-
ness exceeds national averages, warranting
exceptional measures. However, Bihar's re-
cent attempt to expand quotas, which failed
despite a caste survey, underscores the risks.
The Patna High Coun rejected Bihar's move,
citing flawed methodology in linking caste
datato backwardness. Telangana must ensure
its survey clearly defines backwardness
through socio-economic indicators — educa-
tion, employment, political representation —
rather than relying solely on population fig-
ures, Failure to do so could render the policy
legally vulnerable, as courts increasingly de-
mand granular evidence of deprivation.

In contrast, the SC sub-classification pol-
icy enjoys stronger constitutional footing. The

Supreme Court’s August 2024 ruling empow-
ers states to sub-categorise SCs/STs to ensure
equitable benefit distribution. This ruling pro-
vides constitutional legitimacy to Telangana's
move. If the Telangana caste survey success-
fully demonstrates intra-group disparities, the
policy will be legally sound and socially trans-
formative, addressing concerns about unequal
access to reservations among historically dis-
advantaged SC sub-castes.

Politically, Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s
Congress government is leveraging these re-
forms to consolidate OBC and SC voter blocs
ahead of local body elections. OBCs and SCs
make up over 70 per cent of Telangana's elec-
torate, making them critical to Congress's abil-
ity to sustain itself in the state’s politics. The
timing also aligns with Bihar's elections,
where demands for expanded quotas persist
after the High Court struck down the state’s
65 per cent quota law. By positioning itself as
the champion of backward and Dalit commu-
nities, Congress aims to counter the BJP's
Hindutva-driven OBC outreach.

Nationally, Telangana's policies offer
Congress a template to rebrand itself as the
party of “empirical social justice”, contrasting
with the BJP's reluctance to release caste cen-
sus data. If upheld, these measures could in-
spire similar laws in Congress-ruled and sup-
ported states like Karnataka, Jharkhand and
Himachal Pradesh, reshaping the party's ap-
peal ahead of the 2029 general elections.
However, the BJP is likely to weaponise legal

challenges, framing the reforms as “vote-bank

politics” that undermines menit and unity —a
narrative that could resonate with upper-caste
and dominant OBC groups.

The linchpin of Telangana's case lies in its
caste survey. To justify breaching the 50 per
centcap, the state must prove that OBCs back-
wardness is both unique and severe. This re-
quires moving beyond population shares to
demonstrate comparative disadvantage — for
instance, lower literacy rates or limited access
to public services relative to other groups. The
survey must also address the Court’s skepti-
cism toward caste-centric policies; in the
Maratha reservation case (2021), the Court
emphasised that “historical disadvantage”
alone cannot justify quotas without contem-
porary evidence of exclusion.

Similarly, SC sub-classification demands
meticulous data on representation gaps
among sub-castes. The government's com-
mission reports suggest that certain SC sub-
castes remain disproportionately underrepre-
sented in government jobs and higher
education, but the state must publish disag-
gregated dataon education, employment, and
income to pre-empt legal challenges. Transpa-
rency in methodology — sampling techniques,
survey parameters — will be critical. Bihar's
experience shows that courts will reject even
populist reforms if the empirical foundationis
deemed weak or politically motivated.

Despite its merits, Telangana's reforms
face three primary risks. First, legal uncer-
tainty: If the Supreme Court reaffirms the 50
per cent cap without exceptions, the OBC

quota hike collapses. Second, dominant OBC
and SC subgroups may resist sub-classifica-
tion, fearing reduced benefits. Such opposi-
tion could fracture the very coalitions the
Congress seeks to build. Third, the BJP may
exploitimplementation delays, accusing the
government of “tokenism” while appealing
to voters of those castes who may be alien-
ated by quota expansions.

Undoubtedly, Telangana's reforms are a
bold attempt to reimagine affirmative action
asadynamic, data-dniven tool. If upheld. they
could inspire nationwide policy shufts, com-
pelling states to adopt sub-categonsaton and
prioritise empirical rigour over populist to-
kenism. Conversely, a judicial strike-down
would trigger debates and polincs over re-
defining the affirmative acnon framework —
particularly whether the 50 per cent cap re-
mains relevant in an era of persistent inter-
sectional inequahties.

For now, Congress has secured a tactical
win, positioning itself as a defender of mar-
mnalised sub-castes. However, the enduring
legacy of Telangana's expenment depends on
the judiciary’s willingness to reconcile consti-
tutional pnnaples with ground realines — and
the state’s capaaity to turn legal vindication
into tangible socal transformation. Either way,
India’s reservation debate has entered a new,
more nuanced phase.

The writer s professor and head, Department
of Polincal Science, Maulana Azad National
Urdu University
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Books have changed, just

KIM SEONG-KON

o one would deny that
books are one of the great
inventions of human civi-
lization. From books, we
learn about other people and other
cultures, and we can indirectly expe-
rience a world we have never seen. By
reading books, we can obtain invalu-
able information and knowledge,
experience epiphanies and profound
realizations. Books also broaden the
herizon of our minds and quench our
thirst for the unknown. In that sense,
“A book is a gift you can open again
and again,” as Garrison Keillor put it.
Sages have acknowledged the
importance of books. Carl Sagan once
wrote, "One glance at a book and you
hear the voice of another person, per-
haps someone dead for 1,000 years.
T'o read is to voyage through time."”
Indeed, by reading books, we can
make a journey into the past as well
as the future. George R. B. Martin said,
“A reader lives a thousand lives before
he dies.” It is true that books enable
us to live others' lives metaphaorically
and greatly expand the scope of our
perspectives.

The great Argentine writer Jorge
Luis Borges, ton, praised the book, say-
ing "Of all man's instruments, the most
wondrous, no doubt, is the book. The
other instruments are extensions of h
body." He came up with examples:
“The microscope, the telescope, are
extensions of his sight; the telephone
is the extension of his voice; then we
have the plow and the sword, exten-
sions of the arm.” He concluded, "But
the hook is something else altogether:
the book is an extension of memory
and imagination,”

Borges lived in the era of printed
books, not e-books. If he still lived
today, Borges would no doubt be daz-
zled by the electronic media and the
flood of information provided by
computers, tablets and mobile
phones, all of which have successfully
replaced paper books. However, I sus-
pect he would admire these electronic
devices that have replaced paper
books in our time.

Borges was a true postmodern
pioneer who could foresee amazing
changes in the future. Even before tel-
evision was popularized, not to men-
tion computers, he already foresaw
the age of virtual reality, in which fic-
tion and fact, fantasy and reality, or
truth and fake news, are intricately
intertwined,

If he lived today, Borges would
state that computers, tablets and
mobile phones are different types of
books, and thus, they, too, are
undoubtedly an extension of our
memory and imagination. He would
also say that even though the
essence of books may never change,
the vessels that contain books can
alter and vary, depending on differ-
ent eras.

Indeed, a book does not neces-
sarily have 1o be prinu_-d on paper
only. In fact, the form of a book may
vary, according to the times. Initial-
ly, books began with cave engrav-
ings, then with papyrus made with
sheepskins. When Gutenberg invent-
ed printing types, paper h()uk_s.
appeared and have flourished until
today.

Therefore, we need (o overcome
the old-fashioned, narrow mindset
that is stuck in the Gutenberg era,
breaking the nutshell of our notion of

S'&ATESMAN (P-7

books. We should be open-minded to
cope with rapid and radical changes
taking place in our times due to
advanced electronic technology.

In the eyes of the younger gener-
ation, electronic devices have already
replaced paper books. Therefore, the
older generation’s lamentation that
today’s young people do not re;
hooks because of mobile phones is
in fact, far from the truth, Looking al
their smartphones, young people are,
in fact, reading books. It would be
wrong, therefore, if we thought that
only paper books are real books; elec-
tronic devices are books, too,

Even electronic books have a
variety of types, such as e-hooks,
audiohooks or visual books. There
are also webtoons and animations,

25 MARCH 2025

C us

which can also be called "books,”
available on computer screens or
maobile phones. The tools for writing,
too, will continue to change. In the
past, the pen replaced the calligra-
phy brush. Now, the computer key
board has replaced the pen. Thes
days, our voice is beginning to
replace the keyboard, thanks to
voice recognition technology,

OF course, paper books will not
vamish overnight. Instead, they will
exist side by side with electronic
books for a while. The reason is that
even though our minds are accus-
tomed to electronics, our bodies are
still analog. Eventually, however,
paper books will disappear, just like
the older generation itsell will, and
clectronic books will replace paper

books, just as the younger generation |
does the older generation, The
process may be slow, and yer surely
it will happen. Meanwhile, they will
coexist peacefully, and we should pur-
sue harmony beiween the two.

Reflecting on paper books in this
clectronic era, we realize that the
transition of books resembles that of
the human generations. Standing
between the two, we realize the
unchangeable law of nature called,
“transition,” We become sad and nos-
talgic toward what is vanishing, and
at the same time, we become excited
and hopeful about the new,

The korea Herald/ANN
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The issue is about the ‘quality’ of India’s publications

t a public function, in February 2025, |
to commemorate National Science Day,
the Union Minister for Science and

Technology said that “India will ‘

overtake the U.S. in the number of scientific
publications by 2029”. He went on to say that
China with 8,98,949 publications is in the lead
followed by the United States with 4,57,335
publications, followed by India with 2,07,390
papers. The Chinese research output has both
quantity and quality. China’s figures are in
parallel with the very heavy investments made in
the spheres of education and science and
technology, and are described in their impressive
medium-to-long term plan (MLP) for the
development of science and technology launched
in several phases since 2006. Investments of a
similar high order will be required in India for a

significant breakthrough and difference. |

An international comparison
The comparison between scientifically advanced
countries and India in the matter of money spent |
on civilian research as a percentage of GDP is
shocking. Here are the data for six countries:
Israel 6.30%; South Korea 4.9%; Japan, 3.3%; the
U.S., 3.46%; Germany 3.13%; China 2.4%, and
India 0.67%. Can we even talk about Viksit Bharat
2047 with data like this? Releasing documents
such as “India Rankings 2024” by the Department
of Higher Education or “Expanding Quality
Higher Education through States and State Public
Universities” by NITI Aayog are just that —
documents that are all sound and fury and
signifying nothing.

The scholarly outpur of India’s total

publications in all disciplines including science
and engineering for 2024 (Clarivate), on February
25, 2025, stands at 1,91,703; the corresponding
number for the U.S. is 6,48,905. These numbers
are slightly different from those given by the
Minister, but the conclusion is the same. The fact
is that India cannot overtake the U.S, by 2029
Clarivate further depicts the CNCI value (quality
indicator of publications) and places India at just
U.B?'.f as opposed 1w 112 and 1.25 for China and
the U.S., respectively. Out of 30 ranked countries
India stands ar a glorious 28, '
The Minister’s sep,
self-comfort in hav,
figure in the list of

se of delusionary ‘
Eg 5,351 Indian scientists
€ 10p 2% of scientists z
the wqud in2023 s duw?]righl hizatr?:gilrajfkit:gi '
of India’s 5,35 scientists range from 163 (highest)
10‘68,55348 (lowest), In contrast, in Japan, 5,608
sc:en_usm figure in the top 2%, with their ra'nl:.a
ranging from 79 w0 26,24 763,
Similarly, Germany has 10,420 sclentists inthe
St Of top 2%, ranging in ranks from 6 1w,

i I'.
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10,80,081. The numbers speak for themselves.

al benchmarks )

?u:nrt?w is not quality. What is the quality of
indian publications when they are held up
against harsh international benchma_lrks_such as
the Hirsch Index (H-Index) of our scientists and
the Impact Factor (IF) of the journals where we
publish? What is important is whether a paper is
read widely, is useful to others, and, in the
ultimate test, whether it is cited by one’s peers.
When judged by these benchmarks, the
Minister’s remarks smack of smug narcissism,
nothing more.

There are journals and journals. Bradford’s
empirical law of concentration of journal articles
in scientific periodicals (1934) is applicable to the

Institutions (HEI). It states that articles in a given
subject concentrate heavily in a relatively small
number of highly productive journals.

One of us has been a research chemist for 50
years and a representative analysis using the ISI
Thomson Web of Science, of papers published in
the three top chemistry journals between 2017
and 2024 (both years inclusive) is revealing. The
figures for the U.S., China-and India (in that
order) are: Angewandte Chemie International
Edition (IF 16.60; numbers of papers: 4554,
10305, 501), Journal of the American Chemical
Society, JACS, (16.38; 8503, 5521, 305), and
Chemical Communications (6.22; 2553, 5820,
1347). The relative Indian contribution goes up as
the impact factor (IF) of the journal goes down. In
any event, India compares poorly with China and
the U.S.

A more detailed look at these statistics shows
that the Indian position is fundamentally flawed.
Considering only papers in JACS, it is seen that
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, CAS, (444) has
nearly 15 times the number of papers as all the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) laboratories in India put together (29). The
great breadth of the Chinese output in these CAS
papers is also noteworthy.

Continuing with JACS papers between 2017
and 2024 (both years inclusive), not only do the
prestigious CAS and Peking University (359) have
high outputs but also the next tier of universities
such as Tsinghua (289), Fudan (214), Nanjing
(284), Nankai (258), Jilin (145), Xiamen (241) and
| Sun Yat-sen (145), All the Indian Institutes of

Technology taken together have only 68 papers in
| this journal in the above-mentioned time period.

1\!1 the IIT's put together are five times less than
Just one second-tier Chinese university. Nothing
I Indis imeasures up w the Chinese yardstick,

There will be areal pay-off anly iF Inedia invests in

research productivity of ranked Higher Education

training young people in the universities well,
This is where China has correctly placed its
money, and where India is off track.
| Even as the scope and spread of the malaise in
| Indian science is justified through quantifiable
metrics, a sense of false security has crept in,
entrenched by self-deluding statements such as
this one from one of the highest officials in Indian
Science and Technology, the Principal Scientific
Adviser, that “India is rapidly becoming a global
research powerhouse”. Such statements
deliberately mislead and obfuscate.

Questionable ethics and practices in India
The perverse incentives which characterise
| Indian science and technology have resulted in
| the cancerous growth of downright fraud and
unethical practices. The scale of the problem has
become all-pervasive, and has brought
international ignominy to India. By 2020, the
science and technology complex of India had
degraded so rapidly that a wave of retractions,
| paid publications, publications in fake journals,
and downright piracy began to inundare India’s
science and technology output. The existence of
so many fraudulent papers is only possible when
the entire system is clientelist and based on
trading favours.
In 2019, the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
| affirmed a District Court decision against the
Hyderabad-based Omics group arising from a suit
instituted by the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC). The FTC clinched a $50 million fine against
the group for, inter alia, misrepresenting its peer
| review practices, its editorial board members, its
| journals’ impact factors, and deceptive indexing
| claims. All in all, around 69,000 articles were
| published by the Omics group with little or no
| peer review, polluting the global scientific corpus
| for years to come.
| India has perfected the art of spurious, low
| quality, and potentially outright fabricated
|: scientific output being accommodated in
| questionable journals, mostly as a means for
| scientists to justify their mandated minimum
| number of published research pieces. A study in
| 2018 estimated that 62% of all standalone fake
| journals in the world are published in India, Emdh
around 10% of the entire country's total researc
| output may be fake to begin with,
It is better if the Minister asks the science
| departments to figure out why the quality tﬂmng
India’s publications is so bad mteaq of dwr[hing
on the quantity. As Einstein said, “Not E\‘mtlmt >
that can be counted counts. Not everything
| counts can be counted.”
P i
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The CBSE's ‘two-exam scheme’ overcomplicates things

he draft scheme by the Central Board of
Secondary Educadon (CBSE) to allow,
from 2026, students of Class 10 to take
their board examinations rwice in an academic
session (tentatvely scheduled for
February March and in May) has been positioned
as a student-friendly reform aligned with the
Natonal Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The
proposed shift, ttled “Draft Scheme for Two
Examinations, Class X from 2026, is meant to
reduce the immense pressure on students, offer
them an additional opportunity to improve their
scores, and move towards a more holistic
assessment model. On paper, this seems to be a
progressive step, but a closer look at the draft
policy reveals several operational, financial, and
pedagogical concerns that could ultimately make
the system more cumbersome rather than more
effective.

Logistical issues, more stress
While the NEP 2020 calls for a shift towards
conceptual learning and competency-based
assessment, the CBSE’s draft policy focuses
primarily on scheduling and logistics. The draft
states that board exams will test ‘core
capacities/competencies rather than months of
coaching and memorization’, but it remains
unclear how question papers will be redesigned
to reflect this shift. Without further clarity there
is a risk that the emphasis on multiple
examinations may still lead to ‘coaching-driven
preparation’ rather than genuine conceprual
learning. Instead of reducing student anxiety, this
reform might result in students preparing
intensively for two rounds of examinations rather
than one, exacerbating rather than alleviating the
burden.

The logistical demands of implementing this
scheme are daunting. The CBSE's own data
projects that 26.6 lakh students will appear for
the Class 10 examinations in 2026. With two
examination cycles, the number of answer scripts
for evaluation will exceed 1.72 crore. Managing
this scale effectively requires a vast pool of
evaluators and a system that ensures uniform
grading standards.

The overlap with the Class 12 examinations
(‘about 20 lakh students in 2026’) adds another
layer of administrative complexity, stretching

TETTEFRS Ty THE ENDITOD

Jehosh Paul
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The CBSE’s draft
scheme for
Class 10
students seems
progressive but
a closer look
raises
operational,
financial and
pedagogical
concerns

school resources and placing an additional
burden on the teachers responsible for
evaluation. Schools will have to conduct multiple
examinations for the same subjects at different
times, secure and manage question papers across
multiple test windows, and ensure fairness in the
allocation of examination dates. All of this could
become a significant logistical challenge.

The policy also raises questions on whether
the proposed time gap between the rwo
examinations would be sufficient for meaningful
remediation. For example, students who do not
perform well in February will have only about
two months to prepare for the second attempt in
May. This short window makes it difficult for
students to make a genuine effort to improve
their conceptual understanding. Without
structured remedial support from schools, many
may just attempt to re-memorise material rather
than addressing fundamental gaps in their
learning. This contradicts the NEP’s stated vision
of reducing dependence on rote learning and
fostering deeper understanding.

The issue of examination fees and equity
The financial implications of this scheme could
also disproportionately affect economically
weaker students. The policy mandates an
enhanced (and non-refundable) examination fee
to be collected at the time of registration,
covering both examination attempts. This means
that students who are confident about appearing
only once will still have to pay for two
examinations, imposing an unnecessary financial
burden. For students from marginalised
backgrounds, this cost increase could be a
significant barrier, contradicting the NEP’s
broader goal of equitable education. If private
coaching centres begin capitalising on the
rwo-examination format by offering specialised
coaching for the second attempt, the policy might
further entrench inequalities in educational
access.

The impact of this scheme on school calendars
and the transition to Class 11 also requires further
scrutiny. If results for the second examination are
only declared by June-end, this compresses the
admission cycle for higher secondary education.
Schools typically begin their academic session in
April or May, which means that students awaiting

the second examination results might face delays
in securing admission or finalising subject
streams. This could create confusion for both
students and school administrators, particularty
in States where Class 11 admissions are already 3
competitive and tightly scheduled process.

What should be done

If the CBSE genuinely wants to align itself with the
NEP’s vision, it must go beyond logistical
restructuring and ensure that competency-based
assessments are effectively implemented. A
structured remedial programme should be
integrated between the two examiuations so that
students who perform poorly in the first attempt
have a real chance at improvement rather than

| just getting another opportunity to attempt the

same test. The examination fee structure should
be revised to ensure that students who opt for
only one attempt are not penalised financially.
While there are reports that a pilot is under

way in 30 schools in the science and social
science subjects, where students are being
assessed internally at two levels based on their
choice, the ultimate design of the policy must still
undergo a thorough review of these pilot
outcomes. Any broader implementation should
be in phases, beginning with additional pilot
programmes in different regions. A trial phase in
varied contexts would allow policymakers to
assess practical challenges, refine logistics and
gather feedback from schools, teachers and
students before expanding it to the national level.
Without such a phased approach, the scale of this
change could lead to serious administrative
challenges that disrupt rather than improve the
board examination system.

The intention behind the reform is
commendable, but intent alone is not enough. A
scheme of this magnitude requires careful
planning, clear communication, and a genuine
commitment to shifting India's assessment
culture towards helistic and meaningful learning.
As it stands, the CBSE’s two-examination policy
risks becoming another bureaucratic overhaul
that increases complexity without addressing the
core issues that plague India’s school examination
system.

The views expressed are personal
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How education canlearn from the experiences of astronauts

ARUNA PARANDHAMA

atwas meant tobean eight-day

‘ ;‘[J visit turned into an unplanned

nine-month stay in space for Su-

nita Williams and Butch Wilmore. Their

presence in and departure from the IS5

make a compelling trope for recrientation
and inaworld thatis

Progress (NAEP) in the United States in
2025 highlight the significant disparity
in literacy and numeracy skills berween
high and emerging learners. According
to the Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER), 2023, 42% of pupilsaged 1210 18

hand dexterity even as schooling moves
toward digital tools. Gradually abandon-
ing this skill in the pursuit of modernity
may hinder students'abilicy toadaptinan
evcr-zw]vingwrld

like The Guard-

inrural India cannot read simple sentenc-
es, Addressing these gaps is imperative
smcethey directly affect the future of our

Iy evolving and is rife with uncer
The fundamental process of unlearning,

socie
As vnnous stakeholders in academ!a
li

ian and Adelaide Naw indicate that edu-
cational experts in Australia are express-
ing cancern over schools prioritising the
breadth of content rather than its depth,
Anoncv:ab]c rr:nd hereisthereduction of

dents—to assist them in recovering and
enhancing the skills they have lost or ac-
quiredlate. Hcmever rjielatesx budget has
notyetallo |

In 2020, a persistent trend in the high-
stakes board examinations was the in-
troduction of Multiple Choice Questions
(MCQs), le.spccia].ly in s:.]bjgcls Iikg lan-

i

stress, How can educators solve this dead
horsz rhl:oryo[whlch skill to inculeate in
Although writing and typing

learning, and relearning is p
to human progress, not Jl]Sl‘ in space
travel, but in the domain of education,

fcultiesof it-
eracy,the Wtihams W’!moreISb odyssey
offer £ mnce
ofreori ion in educa-

Jad:

which nurtures the world's mostvaluabl
assets—students, who are still reeling un-
der the effects of the pandemic-induced
learning deficits.

In 2018, The Guardian repuned Lhe
Wlll.rv. "'lmr\ﬂﬂ 1L
toscreens, md:canngthelrmabihl}'moope
with prolonged pen usage, weakening
their fine motor skills. Recent data from
the National Assessment of Educational

tion. Rising techna-schools have given dig-

ital msr.rucuon top pnmqr oﬂen at the
the

dards, toaccom-
modate diverse learners. An entire gen-
erauon o!‘ srudems has expenenccd rhc

are categorised as s fine motor skills, re-
search from PubMed on memory, cugm-
tion, and li atesthathand-

and restore skills that were either lost ur
acquired late owmg to this mterruplmn

155 reveal that the astronauts developed
problems with muscular coordination
following extended microgravity expo-
sure, which calls for rehabilitation upon
returning. Similarly, i | handwrit-
ing practice is still absolutely essential for

Likewise, altk Willi
clocked 565 hours in space, & battalion of

writing elicits superior brain activation,
leading to improved memory retention,
accelerated learning, and greater compre-
hension. A 2020 study from ITT Mumbai

There isa dire need for pupils to be ad-
aptable and prepared for the future, The
space exploraton experiences of Sunita
Williams and Eulch Wllmnre demon-

The United States has mandated cur-
sive writing instruction in schools to miti-
gate over- digitisation problems, whereas
Sweden is dmng away with d.lg:ta] tools

stratethatfl and reor

crucial for survival and progress. Al-
though proficient in their domain, the as-
tronaut duo functioned as mere learners;
they underwent continueus training to
operate in both extraterrestrial and rer-
restrial environments.

Similarly, educational institutions must
equip students to excel in digital and ana-
logue learning modalites (without favour-
ing one over the other} rather than disre-
garding fine motor abilities or simplifying
the system to accommodate emerging
learners, Furthermore, iris essential ro
recognise that literacy isno Iongersmgu

and rei ing trad 1 learning.
Ach.temnga balmce berween dl,gua] and
;ur,as" aleducationisanuanced i

temporary society. A robust education sys-
temisonethatconstantlyoffers space and
resourcesto bounce back from the effects
ofunforeseen eventualities. However, our
nation has yet to deliberate in the essen-
tial discussions and debates about how
much di; istoo much. Eq

students to navigate different conditions
is vital; neglecting this responsibility is a
disservice to our future citizens, rendering
them unprepared for the challenges of a

readjust to Earth

researchers and medical professionalsis - showed that srudems who engaged in lar but plural. The U'med Kingdom is a sml't!yu—ansnmnmgwnrld
deeply engaged in their rehabilitation to Imndwnrmg hieved more leaderin i Iimodal literacte: (The writer fsan - professorat
i Wemust  per inlanguag; by into its curriculum. This new definition S!' Josepl's College Ofcammc-rm
wi are prepared o invest in - 15%compared to thosewho utilised tabl suggests that ing-making occurs furws, and a doctoral candi ar
consider if prep thraugh multiple modalities. Christ University)

our most valuable future assets—our stu-

for assignments.,
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- Addressing student
suicides

he Supreme Court’s decision to set up a National
TaskForcetoaddress the mental health concerns of
studentsand preventsuicides recognisesa problem

that is increasingly becoming a crisis in the educational
sector. There are frequent reports of suicide by students
not only from higher educational institutions and insti-
tutes like the ITTs but also from schools. National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data show that there were over
13,000 student suicides in 2022, about 500 more than in
2020. It is a matter of concern that thousands of young
personssnuffout their lives. The courtsaid the deaths are
a grim reminder of how inadequate and ineffective exist-
ing frameworks are in addressing the mental health con-
cerns of students. It said they point to the need for amore
“robust, comprehensive and responsive mechanism to
addressthevarious factors” thatdrive students tosuicide.
The task force is to be headed by a former Supreme
Court judge, Justice Ravindra Bhat. It cannot provide
a solution to the problem but can study the matter and
make recommendations. It will include representatives
of various fields that are relevant to the issue. It has been
told to prepare areport on the factors thatlead to student
suicides such as academic pres-
sure, ragging, sexual harassment,
financial burden and discrimination
based on caste, gender, ethnicity,
and sexual orientation. Experienc-

' Force cannot

es related to all these can have an _f___pfgmise
solutions

impact on the minds of students.
More and more students are en-  Suad
tering schools and colleges every & but can

year. Competition and pressure to § £
perform are increasing, puttinga | recnmmend
highburdenonthem. Anyissue can measures for
act as a trigger, depending on the & ¢
personal situation of the students. studen_t

Society is getting more complex, _'_}_’_J_E“h&ll'lg
and individuals have to respond to = —
many issues which may not have
existed before, or existed in different forms or may have
drawn different responses. Many of the safety valves
that may have existed in the past are no longer available.
Schools and collegesreflectsocietyand many of theissues
andsituationsinsociety exist there too, with greaterreso-
nance. Young people, being sensitive and inexperienced
inlife, find it difficult to cope with them.

Thewellbeing of studentsis the collective responsibility
of the society, including parents, teachers, the authorities
of schools, colleges, universities and other institutions
and the governments, Unfortunately, all of them have a
rendency to engage in mutual blame games. Every one of
these needsto reform their thinking, conduct and policies
and work in unison to ensure the students’ wellbeing.
Many of the issues are known, and the Supreme Court’s

initiative may help to provide more useful pOimem;),o\\(’ /
RN
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BEYOND POLITICS

n a recent written reply in the
E Lok Sabha, the minister of state

for education, Jayant Chaudhary,
stated that schools in North Indian
states generally refrained from teach-
ing South Indian languages as the
third Indian language. Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar, to cite an example, pre-
fer to offer Sanskrit and Urdu, while
Madhya Pradesh gives the options of
Sanskrit, Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi and
Marathi in this category. The National
Education Policy of 1968 mandated a
three-language formula comprising
the mother tongue, English, and a
southern language for Hindi-speaking
states and Hindi for the southern
states as the third language. NEP 2020
modified this further,
offering the option of

di speakers are more willing to learn
new languages. Given the ongoing de-
mographic transitions, such as a rise
in inter-state migration, as well as the
traditional diversity in languages in
India, sticking to a two-language for-
mula, as Tamil Nadu’s minders are
keen on doing, chiefly for electoral rea-
sons, may actually be doing a disser-
vice to the cause of multilingualism. .
There is a need to examine the on-
going debate on linguistic choices be-
yond the ken of shrill politics and ide-
ology. The NEP's stated intent, atleast,
is to diversify linguistic choice. This
may be a sensible initiative in a coun-
try with multiple languages. But some
critical issues must be kept in mind
while addressing this
complex but fascinating

teaching any Indian Pr acticality, matter. The primary
language as the third not pO]itiCS, consideration as far as
language. It may be per- hould d the choice of the third
tinent to cite the finding SNO gul _e language is concerned
of another study in this language policy  showld be its practical-
context. A report based in India ity and utility. Tamil as

on earlier population

a third language in, say,

censuses and compiled
by the Registrar General of India had
found that a rise in the number of
Hindi speakers between 1991 and 2011
had corresponded to a precipitous de-
cline in native speakers of languages
like Tamil, Bengali and Urdu. On jux-
taposing these two data sets, it may be
reasonable to agree with the argument
— anxiety — of states like Tamil Nadu
and Kerala that there is, indeed, an
imbalance as far as the teaching of lan-
guages is concerned and that the NEP
is an ideological and policy vehicle to
Impose Hindi south of the Vindhyas.
But India’s linguistic map and
ground realities are far more complex
and elude simplistic assumptions and
accusations, Consider the inference,
derived from the 2011 Census, that
every Indian state has at least 10,000

speakers — if not more — of no less
than five languages and that non-Hin-

Uttar Pradesh would
serve no end; the same could be said
of Sanskrit even without bringing
In the issue of the poor standards of
teaching of classical languages. The
second, equally important aspect
pertains to the question of representa-
tion. If non-Hindi-speaking states
are being nudged towards multilin-
gualism, the same should hold true
for the Hindi belt that is known to be
notoriously conservative in terms of
its linguistic preference, sticking to
a Hindi-dominated monolingual cul-
ture. The southern states have a point
in this regard. Finally, the language
policy should be free of intimidation
and be flexible, responsive to the needs
of local populations in terms of the
changing social, economic and demo-
graphic realities. If India is to do jus-
tice to its languages, it should shun
politics and embrace practicalify. |\ w
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