
ParaDime Shift
The new dime released to commemorate the 250th birth anniversary of the

United States has done away with the olive branch, the peace symbol, albeit
temporarily. Is this a war between religions? The US-lsrael attack on lran has

come home to India with the LPG crisis, and dilemmas in diplomacy
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20 ISOUEEZED OT'T

lndia's LPG system
is efhcient in normal
times but fragile
in crises
By Mohammad Ali

22 I ATTTHATGAS 36 I FIGHTFOR 44 I THE UNPEOPLE

With lives being STATINGRAD Assam's electoral
disrupted across With shifting alliances, issues are many:
lndia due to the gas internal crises withrn eviction drives.
shortage linked to established parties, razed lives and
the ongoing West and new political identity crises
Asia conflict, long actors seeking By Ashlin Mathew
queues can be space; the coming
spotted outside election could test
LPG distributers the resilience of the
By Outlook Team Dravidian political order

By N.K. Bhoopesh

53 I TEXT MESSAGE

When politics of the day seeks to bring its divisive agenda to the classroom
and poison the minds of future generations with propaganda, only the court
can intervene to preserve our constitutional values
By Saiyyad Mohammad Nizamuddin Pasha

5S I EYES WIDE SHUT

It is not enough to drown-swim in our anguish at what is being unleashed
in so many unequal wars around us By Naveen Kishore
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WAR IS NEVER ETSEWHERE

/l coin is a small thing-until it isn't. Until it begins tO say something about power. To mark
l{ ZsO years of the United States, a new dime quietly drops the olive branch-the oldest
emblem of peace-and replaced it with an eagle carrying arrows in its talons, a strongerand
harder representation stripped of any pretence about America's many wars. The obverse
design features a determined Liberty with "the winds of revolution" in her hair and replaces the
face of former President Franklin.D. Roosevelt on the dime, which was released in 1946, shortly
after his death.

This is not just design. lt fact, a declaration. A world where restraint is no longer a virtue,
where diplomacy hesitates, and where war !s normalised. While the new dime called 'Emerging

Liberty' will only be there for 2026 and return to the original in 2021, it coincides with America's
latest wars. ln lanuary, the US captured the Venezuelan leader NicolSs Maduro and his wife,
Cilia Flores. ln February, the United States, along with lsrael, declared war on lran. Alongside,
President Donald Trump wants "friendly takeovers" of Cuba and Greenland.

Trump who had said he would end wars has begun new ones and this one is posing a threat
to the world with lran retaliating and sustaining its resistance to the attacks despite many of
its leaders being killed, including the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
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6 I UN-NECESSARY WAR

Beyond lslam, there is the pride of an ancient
Persian civilisation that infuses lranian id'entity.
Unfortundtely, the Americans have arrogantly
belittled the power of memories By Harish Khare

ATOR,

S IIRON IRAN

ln the fourth week of the US-lsrael war .

on lran, the issue has moved from regime
change to the territorial integrity of the
nation By Seema Guha
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US-lsrael War On lran

6 IWHYTHIS
WAR?

Failure to stoP the
war will hurt not
only the region,

but the entire
global economY

By'Seema Guha

44IWETFARE
AGAINSI DEMOCRACY

Are parties in Kerala,

Tamil Nadu and

West Bengal relYing

on welfare-driven
governance, or what
critics call poPulism,

to hold back the

saffron juggernaut?

Meanwhile, in Assam,

rhe BJP is banking

on the beneficiary.

vote bank

By Outtook Team

16 I THE GUIF

WIDEI'lS

Caught between
the fear of chaos
and the fear of a

stronger lran,

countries in West

Asia confront a war

with no safe ending

By lftikhar Gilani

30 IWHAIEVER
HAPPENED TO

THE VOICE OF

AMERICA?
War, once the
defining moral

crisis of American
youth, no longer
commands
the same fire

By Souzeina
Mushtbq

33 | 'LEBANoN
IS IN THE

FOG OFWARi
Firass Abiad.

Lebanon's former
minister of public

health, speaks to

Mrinalini Dhyani

about the healthcare

crisis, displacements,

the need for aid and

the role of Hezbollah

60 I MACHINERYVS.

MATHS

As more than 27

lakh people have

their democratic
rights suspended,

Amit Shah's
'Mission Bengal'

aims to bulldoze
all equations, but

they may sttJl have

to frght the maths"

By Snigdhendu
Bhattacharya

Assembly Elections 2026

52 IWHoSE
DEVETOPMENT?

While disenchantment
among Dalits and

Adivasis in Kerala

reflects a shift in the
Left's orientation in

the state towards an

aspirational middle

class, the unease

among Muslims
underscores the
dilemmas of electoral

balancing
By N.K. BhooPesh

56 I THE

DIGNITYTURN

The political

landscape
of Kerala is

undergoing
subtle but
important
changes
By P. K. Yasser

Arafath
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Delhi's
Art MiIe
Galleries converge
in New Delhi's
Defence Colony,
reshaping how the
capital discovers
and collects art
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Interuieu'
"India stood with UAE when it
counted"

Abdulnasser Alshaali
UAE ambassador

Plus
There is a growing fear that
the situation could further
deteriorate. How are people
across the Middle East coping up
with the uncertainty and strain?

Kerala
Political parties are increasingly
invoking identity-based
sentiments, yet silently resisting
control by powerfu I community
organisations

Puducherry
Coalition compulsions, intense
political rivalries and complex
electoral arithmetic are making
the Puducherry polls difficult
to predict

Plus
"We will trounce
the Congress-
DMKcombine"

N. Rangaswamy
chief minister,

Puducherry

Assarn
An unusual alliance of three
opposition leaders is betting it
can finally crack Himanta Biswa
Sarma's Upper Assam stronghold

After dominating
the Ranji Trophy
with precision
and consistency,
Jammu and
Kashmir fast
bowlerAuqib
Nabi has now
set his sights on
the IPL

wse

re cEATBTS
Harmanpreet Kaur talks about
the ins and outs of batting and
captaincy
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St Patrick's Day is the latest
in the chain of international
celebrations that India has taken
in heart and'spirit'

14 POWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

58 SCAIPE]{
Dr Mazda Turel

Ill OTHERWISE CRACKED

K.G. Verma

Tagore did not
merelywrite
a poem, he
gave voice to a
prophecy. Bengal
stands today at the

threshold of that unfinished'
promise, where the choice is
no longer of politics, but of
courage. Ifit chooses courage,
the mindwillyet be without
fear, the head will yet be held
high, and freedom will not
linger as memory, but rise
again as a lMng reality.
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WHAT'S AILING ITALY
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Italy missing a
third consecutive
World Cup is a
result of structural
decline in its
football ecosystem

More defections
highlight how politics
is increasingly shaped
by interests and not
ideology

BUSINESS

63
sFi. the Ig Nobel Prizes
and the science that makes
you laugh first, and, then,
think

P(IWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

SllUNITBITE

Anita Pratap

MEDISCEilE

Dr Preetha Reddy

scHtzo-ilATlot{
Anuja Ghauhan

Whyhave puny
menwithsmall
minds andhuge
egos, vengeful,
greedy and morally
bankruptmen

been allowed untrammelled
power to invade nations at
will, threaten and execute
genocide, kill innocent women
and children by the thousands,
covet one man's land or
another man's oil? Who has
given them the right to threaten
to end ancient civilisations,
the wealth and depth of which
they are ill-equipped to even
comprehend?

SPEGIAL REPORT
Private companies are altering
India's space economy
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After crossing
its first ten-lakh
milestone, India's
electric two-wheeler
industry enters a
decisive phase

m
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FEATURE

'Well of Death'-a
collective dance with
danger at the Surajkund
Melainlharkhand
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Adventures
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with the

0 negative
btood group
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They hleed for you
During an emergency, sometimes there is no time to

ask. Luckity O-negative btood is given freety' ln the

quiet arithmetic of surviva[, it often arrives before

consent forms and even questions, and that makes

al.l. the difference. Meet the strangers who made that

possibte-THE WEEK takes you on the lifesaving

adventures of people with the rare group
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CRIB SHEET
Co-s[eeping-mother next to

baby-is not recommended.

Room sharing-babY in a crib or

bassinet in the same room-is

IN T}IE THEATRE OF LIFE:
A SURGEON'S NOTES

Courage begins quiettY, sometimes

with a cannula in a crowded ward

INTERVIEW
Eamon McCrory CEO, Anna Freud,

and professor of deve[oPmentat

neuroscience and psychopatho[ogy,

University Coltege London: When

we support mothers, we suPPort

generations

MED IN INDIA
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UNDERSEA CABLE

A silentwar
is brewing in
the depths of
the oceans, as
governments
worldwide
awaken to
a critical
vulnerability-
one that could
iraralyse global
communications
in seconds

As FTAs remove long-standing trade
barriers, India's liquor market gears
up for an era of global competition
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A persistent police operation
in the state is reuniting
missingwomen and
children with their families

A structural shift in India's health care
system was at the heart of discussions
at THE WEEK India Hospital
Procurement Leaders Summit
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M.K. Stalin

MAHARASHTRA

FREEBIES

k
=J

z
@

The politics of freebies needs
a proper legal structure to
balance welfare commitments
with fiscal responsibility

In his Iran war
media conferences,
[Pete] Hegseth is
less the solemn
leader ofthe
world's most

powerful military and more
the gung-ho gunslinger
starring in video games that
splices Hollywood film clips
with images of white-plumed
missiles, menacing bombers,
rising black smoke and dazzling
pyrotechnics set to sonic boom.
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This year's Oscars celebrated
cinema, But the real drama
has been playing out in
boardrooms and server farms
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