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l{ot6to
the reader

Fromtimetotime,
you willsee pages
titled An lmpact

Feature' or 'Focus'
in tuora rooay. These

are no different
from advertise-

ments, and
the magazine's
editorial staff is
not involved in

their creation in
any way

Readers are recommended to make appropriate enquiries before sending money,
incurringexpenses or entering into commitments in relation to any advertisement
appearing in this publication. The lndia Today Group does not vouch for any claims .

made by the advertisers of products and services. The printer, publisher, editor-in- i

chief and the editor ofthe India Today Group publications shall not be held liable for i

any consequences in the event of such claims not being honoured by the advenisers. i
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FOR SUBSCRIPTION ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: Customer Care,
lndia Today Group, C-9, Sectorl0, Noida (UP) - 201301.
smail: wecare@intoday.com I Phonei Whatsapp: +918597 78 78
(Monday to Frlday, 10 am - 6pm)

letters.editor@intoday.com or
log on ft to www.indiatoday.in
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!n A LTFEL|NE FOR
$U VIZAG STEEL
Steel major gets a chance to
turn things around with the
Centre's financial package

I COSMETIC SURGERY T

1l rt SHORTOUT To AI'I PERFECT BODY
Millions are optingfor quick
non-surgical procedures for a
discreet change in appearance

T HORTICULTURE T
l

#N THREATOFTHEt}U rnxeALPHoNSo
lmposters are sullying the fair
name of the famed mango
variety grown in the Konkan

T BoLLYwoop 
T

Eft NEW STAR KIDS
UU ONTHEBLOCK
A fresh crop of newcomers
is making their debut on the
Hindifilm landscape
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+= A ROYAL PROPERTY
*ffi wnnuale
A court order on a petition filed by Saif

niinan ana nis relatives has reignited

itr" a"U"t" on the Enemy Property Act

T WILD ANIMAL ATTACIITJ

*ffi THE NEW
#* conrLlcr zoNES

Loss of habitat has led to an alarming rise in

N"iJ"nti of ftrman-animal encounters with

even urban areas not immune to the threat
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Islandonedge
tl8/ New information reveals that clearance for the proposed
:ega infrastructure project on Great Nicobar Island was
aanted based on incomplete and inaccurate data, which
:oints to a gross underestimation of the project,s
cnvironmental impact and the biodiversity loss it entails.
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Cover image: A Nicobarese man in his home.
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:,1 Recent archaeological discoveries in Tamil Nadu indicate
'---:: iron smelting and usage in the region began as early as

: i5 BCE. They also suggest the movement of both people
- -.: technolory between southern Tamil Nadu and Harappan
, :=s-a premise that could explain the region,s leap despite
--.= apparent absence ofa distinct Chalcolithic period.
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f1 Largelyiron-clad

5 lnterview: Thangam Thennarasu,
l-':ril Nadu Finance Minister
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'ZakiaJafri was more
than a widow seeking
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Afiter the fog of war
1O/ The Israel-Hamas war has not only forced Israel

back into dependence onthe US, but ithas signiflcantly

impacted Iran, Lebanon, Syria, and TiiLrhye, and even

opened up China's role in the region' How will things

play out now?
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cover imaoe: A Palestinian man picks llowers from a field near the Bureij
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to get their act together"
FM Sitharaman on the measures
announced in the Union Budget,
growth prospects, and more
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A Binary World

Binary opposites are

a pair of mutually-
exclusive signifiers
that form categories
which are logically
opposed, but together
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day and night, there
is the twilight zone.
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Donald Trump's
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only two sexes exist-
male and female-is a
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binary opposites that
exist in politics and

society today.
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8 I MYSTERY WOMAN

Bhavna Pal wal is one
of the few female
detectives operating
out of Delhi

By Avantika Mehta

12 I THE FEMATE GAZE

Cinematography is

Modhura Palit's
calling. The hurdles
involved in making
it in a male-dominted
field have not
dimmed her passion
By Apeksha
Priyadarshini

23 IDRAWN TO

A FTAME

Harshini Kanhekar,

lndia's first female
firefighter, tells her

story of breaking
barriers and leading
the way for other
women to enter a

male-dominated
industry
By Jinit Parmar

96 I GlRt, WoMAN,
MOTHER

Daughters and
mothers dance a

complicated dance
in recent novels by
many lndian writers
By Vineetha Mokkil
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Suresh K. Pandey

80 I RAM RA]YA VS RAM RAIYA

An attack on a priest by a fringe outfrt, which
wants to "liberate temples from the government",
embarrasses the Hindutva camp By Shahina K. K.

SI I PACKING THE KITCHEN

A film review of Mrs. that exposes the
patriarchal social system. By Pearl Sandhu
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DREAMS

CHAINED
The American dream has for years enticed thousands across villages
in Punjab and Haryana, and they have often risked life, limb and bank
accounts to reach the land of opportunity. However, with President
Donald Trump taking a diametrically opposite approach to his
predecessorJoe Biden's "humane" immigration policy, the dream is
now shattered and they are being sent back home in chains

Ax,-.{} * it?.i* 1 ft i! * E* ii 1"5-q

Youth Congress members
protest Trump's deportation of
lndians from the US

'ThEc is *
f*bri**t*d
i*va*i*n,'says
Muzaffar A. Chisti
of the Migration
Policy lnstitute in
Washington, DC

A hurnane irnmigratlon systen': is erucial for the
ire*lth *f America, writes Hindu American Foundation
co-founder Suhag A. Shukla
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Israel-Palestine
conflict through
the story of a
father's search for
his son
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Maps are a
billion-dollar
opportunin-,
and Indian
businesses are
fighting it out
for a share of
the pie
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74 IAST W(IRD
Baijayant Panda

'Any art form can be
so subjective. A friend
said, "You can't please
everyone-you are not
a jar of Nutella!" I beg
to differ. I ha:,re seen
patientswg€pwith joy
rAihen I tetrl them ttrreir
turnour is benign. I
arn a jar of Nutella... a
slightly hloodier, more
sleep-deprived onej'
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SECURITY
India's high-altitude warfare
skills are now bolstered by
improved capabilities to
take on the challenges ofthe
Siachen terrain

1...
E @* -F-t*-r"l;ffi.,'t:

t=.:,.i:'tr *:



J0URNALISMWITHAHUMANT0UCH I www.theweek.in | @TheWeekMag I STheWeeklive lt80

BJP'S SEARGII F(lR T{EW PRESIIIEilT
PtlLL EXPERTISE A PLUS

TRUIIP'STT(IRID
PUTIN, XIANtl I

Aruna Roy
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SCALPEil
COLUMN BY

DR IIAZDA IUREL

THE BRUTATIST
THE (}SCAR-WINNER

IMM(lRTALISES

C(lNCRETE IN CINEMA

Ka,rlmozhi Karunanldh

R ma Das Anju Bobby George

Sagar ka Ghose Da sy Chittitapitly luleena Kandasamy

Leaders from politics, business, entertainment, sports and more outline their wish-list
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W0l,lEtl'S WISH'LIST
Women have shattere.d many a glass ceiling
:,,1i'rilii'tiet itor equalitv But have thev

Hffi ir''iougr,every barrier put in place,by

il;i;;iiliifreY nav'e come a long waY' Yes'

["lir',", iiirr have some way to go to build

ffiri;;q;;i soci'tY' rHE wEEK sPoke

to eight women on what theY want for

*"*i" i" their resPective fields

Sagarika Ghose on women in media

lrina RoY on women in activism

Rima Das on women in cinema

Oni, toOUV George on \^/omen in sports

ii"v cttnitlapilty on women in business

Meena KandasamY on women 
'' 

t':",:':T:,
',a";;;i*truninidhi on women in politics

;;;;;;;. Kumari singh on women in workforce

ffiffi
ffiffiry- BJP

The iurv is out on who wiII be the

t"trJ""bi..v's next President'
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It is cool to be religious now, with more and
more.young lndians turningto religion forsolutions and solace in a ta-st-ctr"rr?i""-
w.orld. And, they certainly seem to haveZ '
drtterent take on religion than the ones who
went before them-both in why they have taken
to it and how they are taking fo it '
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Faith.tech is changing the way
peopte pray, and it is good
Duslness, too

Devotional music wilt grow
exponentially: Kumar Taurani,
managing director, Tips lndustl,ies

The theatre state
has scaled up and
nationalised what
was being done in
spiritual cults, writes
Devdutt Pattanaik
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R. Prasannan

28 RIGHTANELE

Bansuri Swaraj

39 scHrz(l-NATtoN
Anuja Chauhan

$2 S()UNDBITE

Anita Pratap

You can lick a bully's
double-soled boots and he

can kickyou in the teeth
with the same gleaming

toe-cap. The spat had
nothing to do with the

fundamental issues of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict

and everything to do with
the'deal'; in a recent
27 second video clip,
Trurnp used the word

'deal' seven times-yes,
I counted.

MAHARASHTRA

]ust months
into its tenure,
the Fadnavis
government
suffers multiple
blows, starting
withthe

resignation of Dhananjay
Munde as minister over the
Beed sarpanch murder case

I People expect immediate
action, tlut a thorough
inquiry takes time: Sudhir
Mungantiwar, BJP leader

36 MADHYA
PRADESH

If the enthusiasm at the
Global Investors Summit is
an).,thing to go by, the state is
poised to write a new chapter
of development

I I lvant to transforrn
Madhya Pradesh into a
powerhouse of development:
Mohan Yadav, chief minister

40
-

TAMIL NADU

-
is easity

lndia's most famous fashion
designer, and also its most
famous costume designer.
He now wants his business
to be at <1,000 crore, and he
says he is not very far from it
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It is not
NEP 2020,
it is RSS
2020:

AnbilMahesh
Poyyamozhi, state
minister of education
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74 I-AST WORD

Navtej Saina

The Rohit Sharma-
led yeteran lrrigade
might not be over
the hill, but they
will have to be on
their toes as age
andvounger
talent catch up
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18 i Hardware
New launches, new models, new
gadgets... all covered here!

2O i Services
What are service Providing
companies uP to?
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...and more
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79 f What,s New
The laiest news and updates
from the world of gaming. Do
Uou wanna know when is GTA Vl
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