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Amid the Trump-created Harvard
crisis, my advice to stedents is simple;
stay calm and have a pragmatic Plan B
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For three decades, a software engineering

FﬁEEI’EE was as close to a job guarantee as
It could get for India's middle class, Al has

painfully disrupted that certainty
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The man who stood up to Trump

The Harvard president. who pushed back against the Trump administration’s meddling with the university's affairs, & irying o do a delicate balancing act — shiekding the
imstitution from political assult while undertaking reforms chat meay ensure its survival
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The good doctor and fall from grace
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Anil Kehiriezae
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and legitimacy, Wecendy, this

meadification of keoeledge un-
der ke capiialism bas led o a

Forense, Educational,
Encial, Hiikh, Spores, and Clis-
jzal Pepchology are all pro-
strocturl e, fAme-
thomsirng i e st of dha cur-
remt mode of prodoctom.
mmong the ghen derianives,
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Of disciplines and
their derivatives

With by-products of academic disciplines profiferating,
the: focus on true knowledge, critical thinking and
scientific temperament needs w be reinforced

Irearsd:ly
seralghi-limed in dis chinic, For
the prastitoness of the derbs-
thee, the indredual isat Sralt not
the insdnurion., 5o e meamen
s s ol ackrmivietesred bt inch-
vidual por e lamer. The oo

By relerving & tham
a8 speecialties, we fall io capiure
thelr oroe natune, Discipine e
rieatives 5 @ mo€e accurale
biErmi, i hey thriee and gener-
ave carplind by riding oo Thi back
&l the Organising Srucres o

This penliferaton of tese by-
Proaduirs in scsdemi has led

o unteersiths and  colleges
workdwide olfesing courses on
Ehase trendy Belds and aticace-
g e Admksiors. This
texs led b 3 kimed of academic
comdimsdon. For indasos, Dais
Semnoe, wiich i3 2 danpernorus-
ly poo-smectural peupecl, W
paen trirgy offered 25 3 major
subjern workiwide. Erodens
and their pateniy prarme these
courses, enticed by e pro-
s of liicritive careers, Ho-

In peiss, cBschpilimes i oot
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oognised s scientific.
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evenrnally lesd o the emer
gence of mer watyy of ving,

‘Wi are personsd

Tl I . it PTE i wl
Erginh .0 me
Eahprohin |


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-5), 02 JUNE 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


niversities are fcing an unprecedemed

chalierg:, While in India the

bias been growing cver the bast thiee

decades, in the United States, it has
erupined since President Donsid Truims soak
affice tn Jamuary M09S, The dhallenge has been
reeving elsewhens (00 &2 wociety's expectations
from wniversites are changing,

The Triemp administratian is freezng §2.2
trilliom of Harvend Unbversity’s grants and
comitracis. There = o move o revole Harmrd's
Lag-enemp stangs witich wil cost it a few
humdred million dolars. Harvard's Freshdent Aday
M. Garber bas said that poitol disagreements
corihd pose &n exisentisl threat 0o educatioeal
instinaons. Becanse a ot in funds is being used
1 CosErce LiversilBes 1o chsnge theic policie:
regarding shudent sdmissions, protests oo
campus, Facully recriitment, and diversity,
eialiy. and inchislon (MED pragramenis,

In Inchia, the cootrol of insgtetions of kigher
learning ks alipped oit of the hands
o acedemics to the bureaucracies in the
Mimistries of Edwcation and the University Granis
Cormumnission over the lest 40 yoars. Academics in
Indla are fecing growing challenges related o
teaching and research. The irstivoticos chey waork
iy 5o ok come 1o thelr defence, s seen nia
recent case of a privabe umiversity All
this regmeserits a shift i the line balarss in the
secietal sode of Instibu dons o higher learning. The
[R5, syenemn was a modsl to epmlae and even
|s heing dismantled.

Thi: lalwrent tension
There is an inherent tension i the social role of
uriversiting, O one sile they are required o
pemeraie socilly rebevant kmowl 1o meel the
evolving challenges sociely faoes an the
other, they are expected o repraduce the
i socieral Eomucanes.
thedr creathve role, acadenis requies
aionomy. The heart and soul of creamviiy |5
wiat makes gocietios dynamic.
rubers while paying lip service do this are
holicewing it out in practce.
enghles acadenics wo ke a
lang-term wiew of smenging social challenges,
even anciclparing them. Given the Bocelersting
pace of change, by the time seckety becomes
sware of the change, it becomes too ke to tackle
it. Por instanee, devehipments i Artifical
Intelligence and social media o leading ta
chalenges for emplogmment, the lisue of fake
news and thie nanse of war,
furioroTny snakElkes current orthodai to be
challenged and facilivates the penesation of new
Without Galikeo challesgieg thie
Eilugreh o umderstandding of The Univesie wolild
noi kave advanged, Funther, dynamiim comes
when academics who e aware of their cam
asumptions question them.
fcademics are a product of & time-consuming
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The university under attack, universities undermined
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itk adithor of isdian
LoDy Shiie
ndegentence:
Pecyindin g Calkandel

Disruption” (10050

Autonoemy and
an angi-
catablishment
chiaracter are
now snatfiema
10 TegimeEs
across the
world with 2
naMmew agencda

peooess. Wi do not know how o produce a
Mahafanohiz. He emerped oul of an envisoesmm enir
of freediom of thedsght thas a undversity prosddes,
Iz a shotgun approach, the system produces:
crigingl thinkers who change the course of their
dscipline ard ghve socety new leads. The wider
the cabchenent area, the kigher the chance of
producisg cucellence,

Antonooy is nesded ol the way dowm the lre.
Upitwersities peed amonomy from vested interess
hﬂ'dthﬂhﬁﬂdin]tdmujwh;rmvﬁlﬁm
h‘ﬂl‘!‘lﬂdﬂﬂlﬂl’tﬂﬂ)’]’!l‘l{ll ust R
chancellor or a director of an Estinee b it st
e embedded In e st e of the Insticutices
i emakide the ausonomy of unctionmg o
indBddual academics,

hummwmhhiim&mlumdm:bp their
oo view of their di which guides their
reseandh and |muu.nudwhn:l1hd,—uﬂ1m
l-'ﬂih‘l tion so sk

Merwera. Mnﬂnﬁmﬁuﬂmyw@t
oo b thee second nature of academics which
imcludes their cwm instinitces, Whise that slows
donam decision makdng in imstibtions, it resulis in
muore robust decision. suthorites runnisg thess
instinations: hawe oo acospt this and fmctian
democratically. Tissent i esteniial 46 Dot &
makiise g0 be chminsed, A hureascrarar a
hureaucratsad sosdemic woiild nol usdersiand
Ui and s 15 why such pacqbe are mess ofien
niot suleed to kead 3 urkwersioy,

Challepging anthodony produces e weesion
bzt ‘whet unhversities ought to be' and “what
rulers expect’ of them. Heads of irstinagions of
higher earning hawe o neponase chis wnsion and
pendemics are better sulied for i than those with
burezacratised mindset.

Culrivating dissent makes unfeTsces
anti-establishenent while the nuders expect (ham
to promote their apenda and reprodiuce the
exdating social relagons. A feudal system would
it ik tha hiirtheright af the rolers 0 Ba

and a capitalist, gysiem wouald want
diocile Eibour rather than awase wockers who
chaBenge the noton of ‘dollar sote' thar
undermines democracy.

wif

il dai.n:;:lqm 2

s with 4 NAFTIW Egen
T.mgﬂ Thay Emit atonceny (o belp push
their agenda. They feither peed new Wdeas nor
wrilue thei, therety drwngmding the role of
universices and their socil stabas. This oooes
acpdemics o bepome status quoist.

Holh mpid technical and markesisatinn
creaie a mist of the fanare resuling in shore
termisen and a snsified view of sociers™s Rimpe
anid D past. Comglex ldeas are nelther

| uBderstood nor vakeed and are forned ifboa

caricarure. An ahissaricl view of socety is
propagabed to fit 1he ageinds of the nalers.
Exlsting divides among people aré éxpluited o

furthir A narrorw agenida apd propagats
roeservatism by cAricaimring an incressimgy
cuenplex soclery. ‘Democratieation” vin the
Ingermes i belping the process by propagatiog
instarst Kleas and oplndons so that the imaginary
i5 perceived 1o be the realit. This helps the niers
peash their sgends.

The L5 and China bave operiied wih a

agenda which has enabled them o

dominane the fast ghobalising wocld which is
witnessing a rapid evaluton of technology and
iz, For this, the U8, creabed a huges system of
independeist universities and research stinses
wnd anrscoed talent from all over the wearkl, This
is now beefng undermmined by ghe amack on T.5.
urdvessitiis and thedr faculry.

Punalimg and aatonomy

Columda theckled ender pressare ut Baracd

Fuaz stoeed] Srm are] challenged (he posrermiment o
iriiet, 1 s seceived support from academics

universities with hig endosments dependens on
ot funding?

Educaiion and reseasch are expensdyve, The
Ferciilry of universiles nesd fands for projects
acrass the board - in science and teckmology,
social eciende arsd art and culpong, Scenmcs and
techmnkoagy s cruciad for desslopment. Bugt o is
the sncial eceironmeeri in which it Boarishes.
Cregthviny 15 mudt-dimensional ind requises 2
hidistic wiew of research.

Frands [ higher educarion aught o be fee ol
u:hg.n:-pluuu:m Elb.n.numm
En'rdlngl:mdslnbell.:p’h’hn&mllnl:h:pu:ﬁl
mescittve s afords lmited Faionmmy, The birden
then falls oo public fanding. This has been the
s ot oy in Indga bt alee i the 108, Only &
Eberal naling regime can consider providing
unbed fands.

mmmummmhm
on research, putilic is crocial, Pest 1950,
pablic funding In India i3 pr sEpita
terms and starved beestpodoms of higher
education, This kas enabled the state tn ot ooy
curk snnenmy tru also push its agenda by

peaqle of I cwn procivicy #s the
s of these institutions and also allowing rem
Tmirad Butcnony.

‘The ke ol af instimutions of higher laarming |s
to generabe soclally pelennt knoadedge This
risguires asonomy 1 challenge orthodoeg; which
EEEes Usem appeat i be anti-estahbshserd.
This Is the eoxcial tension in e poleas
reprodupers of socletal srpenares @
of new . Creeplang sheet (RTmiss e
led f 5 sinplistic un of society and
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A HEAVY BURDEN

AIIMS study flags rising childhood obesity in Delhi, highlights
urgent need for coordinated action to ensure healthier futures

STUDY BY the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has sounded

d Waming on an escalating health emergency among school children in

the national capital. Of nearly 4,000 students in the six-19 years age group

surveyed across Delhi's public and private schools, 13.4 per cent were found
to be obese, and 7.4 per cent suffering from hypertension. The data draws an even more
sobering contrast when viewed through the lens of socioeconomic status -- 24 per cent
private-school students were classified as obese, compared to 4.5 PET cént in government
schools. Students in private-school were also found to be twice as likely to have elevated
blood sugar and three times more likely to exhibit metabolic syndrome — a dangerous
cluster of conditions that includes hypertension, abnormal cholesterol, and insulin re-
sistance. Left unchecked, these significantly increase the risk of early-onset cardiovascu-
lar diseases, musculoskeletal disorders, psychological stress, and Type 2 diabetes.

The Comprehensive National Nutrition survey (2016-18) had already shown that
1535 per cent of school-age children and 1618 per cent of adolescents in India are pre-
diabetic. Together with the AIIMS study, the implications are troubling. Once grappling
with malnutrition, India now faces a dual burden: For urban and affluent children, pros-
perity has paradoxically become a vector of poor health. Lancet's 2024 Global Burden of
Disease Study reported that the number of obese children in India has ballooned from 0.4
million in 1990 to 12.5 million in 2022, This staggering increase is a fallout of rapid urban-
isation, the ubiquity of high-calorie, nutrient-poor diet — often involving ultra-processed
foods and sugary drinks masquerading as child friendly and healthy — surging screen
time, and diminishing physical activity.

The AIIMS report signals that student health needs equal and immediate attention
alongside acadenics. The CBSE's recent directive to setup sugar boards in affiliated schools
to reinforce the dangers of excessive sugar consu mption is awelcome move in that direc-
tion. Physical education must be made non-negotiable and junk food driven out of school
canteens with the same urgency that was once reserved for tobacco. Parents must re-
evaluate lifestyle choices at home. Policy, too, has a vital role. National guidelines on child-
hood obesity must move from paper to practice. A concerted public-health push that
combines regulation, education, and community action to steer children toward health-
ier futures is vital to stem the crisis. Otherwise, India’s demographic dividend stands to
carry with it a long and costly health burden.
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UNLOCKING THE UNIVERSE

Scientist, visionary, and storyteller — Jayant Narlikar brought the stars closer to India

MNarESH DaDpHICH

Same peopke dc nol come @0 ihenugh the
door bur mither jurnpthrough the roof fnant
Blarkiar wasane ol thern In 1954, when Fred
Hioyle and be announced m Cambridee
Ureversity Uheir i theany of grosicy, ped-
denly frsaharal hehne'smodemn ndiz eund
aherm imscienee, s theneFoee P surgetse tat
Mastikar biecame a housshold narme overmight
in acountry seeking is beanings inthe vold
of science and edhnology.

He pasesd vy peancfully in his sleep, jus
rven it s shart of bes B7 1 beribday oo july
T4, mariarg the end afan e He doesn'tleave
et a vasuiimbata thriving workd -dssin-
stifute in the Inter-Liniversity Cenire for
Astermeriny and Astropemics [IUCAA T agaley
af young wamen asd men inspired by his
wxork amel Books: and millions af admiers all
aver thee- globe. M s “cuinved ' o special place
fior hirmssdF in “veni”, That would be the sight
vy o rememkeer him ad a finting tridute,

Today, we shoukd celebrake the life of a
great s heing, commiliad o scence and
L8 o paga o, a i who personified exel-
Ienee imwiltatever be mchulged in iT1s a mat-
ter of great prvilege fisr e af us who had
1hs rovwacrk with B ar el
fewels. He bad the urcaray Knack of getting
the h=st aut of everyone by sharing and in-
vaiking them in fhings.

wmmsmmh : lrglsl-ts:iam#
Camhridge, winnang Lurels, melsding
{mttd!%‘l.uarm Prize, winich he shared with

TUCAA was his preatest gift
to setence and toothe nation.
He wanted oo facilitate
rescarch in astronomy in
nniversities. It is gratifying
to see wnversity students
apnd faculty doing
pathbreaking research and
publishing their wark in
Fromt-rankimg jowrsals. This
is what would have pleased
eirm ehee muost.

Roger Penrose, who went on o becom2 a
obe] Laursale.

He was among the front-ranking re-
s bt S e
orywas in e Al
treary of cosmalogy which propased that the
Liniverse loods the same fromm eyery point B
e s o 811 Gimes, amd that It has no begin-
nirgor enzl However, this theonreveniually eE
cut ol Enwiur a5 asomnomical chsenabons pro-
vided strong evidence that the uriverse bad &
disfirice begi nning. maked by amassre esgpdo-
shom knovem s B Big Bearer. The e “Bag Barg”
wyas actaally coined by Hoyle < irondeally, one
af the:main propanents of e steady stale the-
ory, Marikarwas, o fact, among the las promi-
rentsupparbers-of the Seady Site modiel

He viws a brilliast researcher and had the
comssction and courage B rde against the bide
aned still be held in e bighest esteem even by
his acade mic opponents. Thedistinguiched 1s-
lenrs tn TLICAR, including Mobel laumeates, hear
sestimany o thes fact:

TUCAA was bils greases: gift i soience and
the nation. He wanted b facditate researchin
ATTTETRE W uneTsices, 1S pratinging b see
university students and EBculty doing path-
Leresabcing reseanch and puldishivg Uheir vk
in frent-ranking journals. This is what waould
e phased him the il The thicg
starels out most is bésmissinnary zeal fo com-
rinicate science aod s method Woyoung su-
dants and ondinary peope thodgh his [i-

marahle public bectures and scerce-fcticon
oo, [Eweould be noestismmera o [0 &=y that
It is this ampect that strongly endeared him b
people. Thepe are mary rencsnied scentiss in
e cosaniTy, bt mane have atzined his kind of
papularity and respect.

Tiz this end ket mi recall an incldent from
T4 when he had organissd Panmse's lechure
i Pune’s Bakgandbarva theatme, Such wes the
demand tolisten to him that there was neardy
arigt-like situation with pecple i oould not
et in shouting and hanging ak the gates, and,
rieri e cotbeer il e Shurararms Lo wias pacly-
Eng them, saying that |t was thelr very own
Maikkar's gvenl

T iirnae valine of ores vark and fonim-
Istin is howe far and ko well it is remem-
beed, Besides his scientfic work, the two things
tat will keep s rremany alive wall be the in-
ST, IUACAR, A ks popdar wrilings amd so-
ence-fiction ﬂmﬁmmahrmwmw
UITEL T g 8,5 [a.udpmrrbm FEDF‘E
wihio had been motvaied by him

LHIHH'IﬂEﬁipH’!ﬂ.n.i.thhlEﬁ\ﬁmu
of us travelled from Vallabh Vidyanagar to
Aluredabad o hrten o Markbee's oo inchis
Meira hall. Linthe did | knere then that | weould end
up sperdimg over half'a cenbary inrmately -
reracting and 'working with him That is some-
thing | wall ahsays eadne

ez wrivex, a formmer direcior of lACAA, was
fof v Marlikiar's colleague o five decides
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For US, Students Ain’t Them

America’s real enemies don't disclose their plans online. Provocative posts don't make &
person dangerous. So what purpose will social media vetting of foreign students serves

Siva Vaidhyanatham

Trumip. adminlsalions reoswed
F'ﬂ-qu-"l:‘mﬂﬂ'-rﬂ'l‘a{ll:lﬁ] (a0 | EETe e R
of viza applicants represemis moTe
thin jostan exparsionaf sarveiliance
- [t's B fundamental betrayal of the
prineiples that have long mads Amarica
& beacon for inbernaticnal sfudents,
erhalars, and Immipranis desking
ppparianity and feesdom. This pelicy,
which would requice applicants to sobmit their sooial
media Bandles aed posting luistory, rassforms oor
immigration system ntoa digitol paropticon that will
ultimately weaken both car seeuridy and cur society

As | Argued im Antlseciol Media: How Focsfook

Disronmects [Trend Dnolermeines Dermotrmoy, sooial media
plalforms havealready prosen thameal e {0 e nprall-
ubds narrators of human
belaviour  Erd  Inbenrlon.
These platforms amplify our
wiorsl impulees wiiike abmul-
tanenusly creating arttfioial
represenlatbons of our jden-
Hibess that hear Hctle resem-
blaunoe fo aur acius] dheaphls,
tatinfs, or charactar, To base
immipraticn declgions oo
aueh Hawed and manipalaged
clata i ol just misgabded
in's danperous

The hunidamesrtal pralism
with socinl media searvedilance
l3=% i what we might call the
“eontexlcnllapsa’ inherent in
dagital platforms. A joloe shared among rimds becommes
avldanceof character A momeist of poditical frustration
beoene=s pracl of radicalisation. A& culboral reference or
religious supression becomses grounds for suspleion,
Immigragion oGS, already opemmbmg under eneemiues
presswneant with limited calburad eositest, will hessked
b inlerprel posts thal #en the apnlicants’ chosest Friemnds
enlght misurdersiand.

Comsider the imlernsicnal student whesharss s mems
criticalof American forelgn pobiesor ke researchorwhao
engaEes i pcademic discussbors aboul toninoversisl
inpbcs, ar theemtreprensuwr whaonisss lamoar that doesn't
transiars &2roes galtural bounderies. Under4bls syeiom,
{hedir digitad fontpeinds Bacome permanent records that
il Bd W poiEed AFains e, regasdless of oimiet,
imtend, ar the passape of Hme We'te essmiially asking
pecple b0 curato their apdire cbline exisbencs - poasihly
paingback years - to condorm loan iemigration céficer's
Imterprolnlien of whal conalibales “Amercian values" -
el [ikely whaol Tromp's Whike Heonsn demands

Prodessar of
Mirdin Stasdies

termsof koyalty smid fealkty to Tramp himsel.

This palicy will havea chilling «=fec o8 inlernational
studenls, who represent one of America’s greatnst
compelitive advantages in (e global econceny These
stadents contribgte hillions of dedlars to oureconarmy
whilp bringing fresh perspectives fo our universiiies
Al pegearch netinuioess, Masmy poos boelar mmmniu.
conidact grovndbreaking research, or become hridges
‘boteaen America and their home counbries. By aubjec-
Ling them bo digital surveillapes, US 5 sending & clear
message: Your thowghts, your jokes, your political
opinicos, and your eeltoral expressians are sibjeel b
o seruh En g Defore wog even cal ol ook el

The poliey also roveals a profoand misumderstan:
dingal howscelalmediaaciaallywerks Platforme1lke
Faeabook, Twittes, and T1kTok uss algorithmic camtion
ikt eam make ussrs appear mere exirems than they
acigally are, The “onSageament acomsmy” rewards

pandroveratal conbent. meaning 1bal the most visthls
posts are often the least representative of someone’s
actual beflaf, Someone who shares ane paliticalyy
charged article may bave their fied Aooded with cim3-
L comftend, evealing a diptal persona that bears Hitle
resemblonesto their real-world behivious or characior

Mieetne, social media meritoring crestes perverss
incentmves Bor selFconsarship tsal extend far- beynig
indiividanl applicants. Knowing that their online activiey
might sconad sy be acrwlinized by Alksrican immigra-
thom Authorities, potential applicants warldwide will
beginedifing feir digital selvee yaars n ndvanee This
crwates A ghohal chillingeffect on frse exprression,

The secarity justifications for this pelicy are squalty
apipelons. Those who genirinely pocse o Phrest o unlikely
o annesnes thede ntentbons oo publle social media
platliorms. Instead, theall @ither maintsin carafally
curated putilicpraliles or svold sooinl media attoget e,
Mearwhile, the polboy will ensnars coantless innocent
people whoss (ndy erime was expresiing opinions.

hictng cultural content, or engaging in the kind of
f.um'l,ai: bman communication that characterises
seeial media usearoumd the world.

This surveillance system ggs,.n raiges sechous
questioms abaut dats secarity and privack immigration
authorites will be collecting and storing vast amocnis
of persanal ipdormation ket foredgm ra reating
a tressure trove of data that could be vulnerable o
hacking, misass, or palitical manipulation, _

Perbaps most troubding is how this palicy undermities
America'ssoft prwer and maral anthority, For decad es,
America has criticissd autlorierian regimes [or
menitoring thekr citizens’ social media activity and
pinkskbing ther for online expression. How caon wecre-
dibly advorate for digital rights atd freadsm of sxpras-
sicn globally whils elmulfanecqisly implamenting our
oL avstem af social media surmillanesat our borders?

The palécy alsa reflects a braader misunderslianding
ol whal mnakes America seclre
and prosperous.  AmeTica’s
strength has never come from
biibding walls - digikal ar
phwsical - at o it abdiey
to attroot the world's hast s
brigktest minds, Scientists
who develoD our vab:ines,
entreprenears who rild oar
pompnies, artists whoenrich
our caltues, and atudeas who
Al cear aniversities often come
Eronm afirnad. By ireating them
A3 Pt b dres s s e o -
tored Tather than poiemndial
condributors o be welcomed,
wo wesken ourselves and
Etrengthem adversaries sach asChing.

Instead of expanding surveillance, we shoubd focus
on, evidencs-hased securily messures that acrually
work while presseving the opermess That has oo
besn America's competitive sdvantage This means
iewesting in haman mtelligence, lmprovin g inferapency
eoordination, !ﬂl‘l_ d-a'l.'-:'luping = supnjsul:-alm
methods for ofsea8i0E actus] risk rathes ihan digital
absdiwe Instead, the Tramp adm iststration has besn
driving awsy Brom govt secvics thase with experience
ﬂdmu'tm]mad fiad]

Ay owa've learned repoatedly in the digj
surveallancesyiiems desgrad with good lnhmIE;ﬂ.};ETi
produce unintesded consequences thas far satweigh
ibelr beneflis. The soctil medie monbloring of visg
applicants s Ukely b be cemembered. g ariather
exaple of bow fear and teehnological determsinism

can lead 53 o CHIC oW walues wiflp taking

pureaives e seoure |6 Phe procesg.
'.I"Luﬂ:l.'lll'rlﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂll'.l:mmm,-lr m'?-l:ﬂl'ﬂ [ pe
— b .
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AMUPREETA oS AMD PRACATI K &

o India, slve conmaer chay sends

murestadenes tothe Dhited Sigpes

L funy other, young peaple whi

had hopsedien pussoehipher echica-

G bn Adnerica chig fall deseribed

Eeeling In 4 staee of fimisa afoe 1hie
Trump adnémismasionsdecistono panse
erviews with oreign naticeals ipplying
for spadentvisas,

Sonmye wre serubbing their feeds, deler
iryg commenierand umlollowing acconingy
after the Smare Depamment said thar i
wilild sereen secial media sise, Others
are exchanging news and informanios in
mewdy formed encrypred groug chats And
e have sough divine aid in “viga wem-
ples”=sacalled beciwse Hindu devesees
sy prayersthere proside s greater dhance
ol gerting a toarist, stady o work visa,

Career coursellors bave become ther
apists, and the extended family netwarks

thaienany Indians heee in America — i .

clesand punes whassill ofen help Bnance
theedocatonof & nisce or nephow = o
S0 1wl Foven s anlice, Other studenss
are revisiting their backup plans ar re-
thindg theiracademic paths.

*I hawe crrefully Bull ny profide o be
ablero gt intosche fop policy programmes
in the LS5 gnld Kanishik Sharma, 13, He
calerd it Dz “drgna™ i snindy in AEETICA
beat added that e corrent end rocomeni
vasmakng bl nersousabow applying
“N o't wamt te po there and be in s com-
stantstte ol fear hesald He s now con-
Siderieg simiar publicpolicy programnwes
af universies T Britain and Siegapore.
he sdded. Karan Gupta, o Gceer coun-
sellar wha cosches around 150 studenis
axenrandworks with arcund six per day,
snid he had beenmuedaied by callé o the

[ew iz
Faj}l‘h:r-tm:m.ulmlsvrhhadumﬂﬂ-
cerswhindon't know iF deey will gervisaap-
e, and chos: inthe LSS, worried
ahous theirvisa sraus,* Gupsa said. Then,
hee added, there are those planning roag-
iy oo LIS wniversities nen vearcalling o
askilit's 2 sufe and srablechoice,” Gugn
sxid he tried o reassure cHenas tha, sgatis-
pcally, ivwns anlikely thar most snsdenas’

lans would be upended. ;
! Timin! af the fareign siedents in U5
sehools, orarcand 3300000, are from kn-

din. The nusmber has growi, surpasiing
China in the 303334 school year, The
rouble began May 22, when the Tremp
sdministration said icwnidd ban Harvard
University from enrolling intermasional
srudens, Fremdays laer, the Saie Deparn:
rent said it wioask] pause intzrviews with
fareipn nagionzls a.puﬂj_-m,g lor srudeni
vi1sks & |1 expand s scruting of their social

5

ﬁ.llhl:z:h a judge his blocked the ad-
[ ST Bl s slep against Hanard, snd
the Suaee Depantmeenl his s that stu-
dentirerveews schedulid before irsorder
wionghd procesd, IEnm'.'nl.n-.‘!'rls:luntlfﬁ
studenes, their parents and their caseer
couikse| s con fused and warricd.

To many, the Hprsard bam ni lar-
cign spadents showed thag ibe Trump
sidreemispragion coald bomg even ane of
America’s mnst pOCSHgIIS UiV rEics
I3 els h'll.'ﬂ

Shashank Shubka, vo-feunder of VY
Direams, am admisziong fomsulliog il
whee, said he cxpected the dust 1o senke
500, bt e noted that the senor of qies-
bt asked e wisa gificers af the Ameri-

DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 03 JUNE 2025

Nobody knows what the halt onvisainterviews means and how long it will last.
The uncertainty has upended thousands of carefully made plans

T8 LU TR 8t TEERA K HERLCHERTLLH

For Indian students, dreams of
Americaare sudd_enl_y indoubt

can Embassy in Bew Dethi had changod

Earier, questinns were typically shou
why o studend wanded 10 amend & 1%
wrhoal Bessomeclienits recenily told hind
|J13||;|||_'_|.'w|5||'.|:-\L|'\-!1-!||||:".|il'illl1$L|'|Hi.'|:Inl.|H
appeear polizical, sach ag, A vou meEne
ol wisat s hagppeming inthe ST

Those ingervewscnn I oave-nm-

ing a1 he besroaf tinees. In Indéa, somi

iemples have giained o repuatation for
providing spirinml succour partgoalary
forthose gaing throngh cthe process.

AL ge guch "vissrengple” im Delhi, &
devniee lafi & male i Februery expres-
ing pratioude that hisprayers had kddo 8
grsdent visa, which hod evenomaly led to
2 perToE et work visain Heigkan. “People
..Em notgetiing visssenme here,"sail
Marayan Mishra, the rensphs presst.

Agnerican uriversirtes have produced
leackers inchuding Microsolt CEC Sarea
Pt and Alphabe CEO Sundar Pchal,
bath of whom prew up in Inde and a5
tended LS gn e programmes. Gim
Gopinsih. the secoddin poonmand at
[sternations Moneiary Pund; and Abhiji
Banerjee, i Mobel- winerng eroeonssr and
aprrolissor ar the Massechus: s Instituce
ol T hpscigy, weere alsn ininally edueased
in Indsa, :

Thi swelling muncher af Insdian stu-
dents poing o e U8 alay has o il witly
prawing wealeh i Iesdia anil thi desire
fur il o brosma brnnd mansc” sehiool,
Ganpiz s a0l o aihur posmiry allers s
mary aptions ps e l?fl.":-i.'ud:::::-\rma::‘

' T paTemiEL
:I;I::Irn;l.llhlml S0 A0 i SIOROUH

AT U FULL R

e P YT I THIES

China shaken by US visa crac;:dnm

o China, studenis reeled
from Secretary of Seate Marco
ubin's anescumcems: il bl

Tharsday that the Trump adminis-
tratien wou ld begin apgressively
resenkingvisas foe Clvingse students
studving in the Uinited Soates. More
thean rum diszen scudents stud ying in
1 U5, mmias o whoms &l oot wani
1t i e pushieshied Sor (ear ol
retaliztion, told The New York Tienes
that 1By worried they conld lose their
scndemicopportuiies i an s,
with lintle explanation

“Innstabensei e Weidnesdag, the
Emrﬂtpnmunlmnﬂlﬂlm
fecusing on s whowere siuidying
i ericionl elds" oo who by es
theChinese Commwanist Party and
WL CEVERITS i £ 0 B0 emhance
scrupmy” of all fenure applications
Fram China, inchuding Hong Kong,

Thevagis parameters hed a chill-
img el ns shedents wnndered b
broadly the Trunip adiismisnation
eoruld apply e nev eriseria Rubiodid
o diefime “erineal felds” ol sopnee
studiencs fel particuludly vulssrable
bevause US oficiak have expressed
cun oy aloe | che recruiting of
LiStrained sciengisisky China, Mor
v i e b L efflcials would
determiese wivcly stuide nis had tics
e o Party,

Thoae 1ievacs e i gl utened
lenses with Ching, & Seoad prsh 1o

Alagh the mumiber of immigrancs & the
Uniged States and mugor beadhwinds |
i coust for e Trumpadmizisoation
of ghstal inriffs. Chima isa inp e
im President Dooald Tramp's e
wair, S madin| visas allor & poceni oo
fioer the Trump adeninisiration, Wthe |
womrsallow . Rooghly ore-fiurth
ol the nadar's ol inermacional
ESnaden! popmakugion is e Cleind, &
guthiget larger than nny except Indizn
shadenas, act 1o arepori pub-
lishisd kase yeas by che Smare Depar-
mant andthe Instivge ol ermalioe-
al Education, a rofit grouap.
Praflessars aned roriesdepeni
mn Il!'il'uﬂ'mli'alvﬂﬁ!lt'-ll.ﬁ'l,g
sergistnn s amd researchars. At poblic
olliges, universsy adiiistrators
Eel;'l:rn.thuil.l.l bartion Chirese sne
enis iypically pay to help subsidize
theeducaion u[hlm:fpmﬂﬂu.
Atcaonpuses hrge snd small,
Chime s stadenits Are an American
fiture, Atthe University of Southerm
Califirnia, whire internationl sio-
donis e (oe decides besn crucial i
e camnpus's ncde mic aed basiness
ok, Chinesé studenis makd up
abmutene-cughth ol the 47 00-mem-
Ewer srulent Sy, “Ouringermarionad
studerniz are vibal mesnlyirs of s
“Trojan Guily asd have beensinee our
[undieeg im 1BAD LSC s prossdent,
Carol Folt, saidina stapensent bast
wek, " This i & con fusing Geme,” BYT 3
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Lostininstruction

SHERHH MOHSIN AND
ARLUN HAUSHIK

n :Il1E meadows of Kash-
mir hes 5 schood with
classroams, smdents, am
teachiers—but little can besaid
‘mm‘qﬂ'ﬁ]‘nfmrm_
Rahil. a young bey. dreams of
Learning s bcause
the banguage ol his eabooks
and lessons differs from the
K ashmiri af his lullzhies and
daily life. There is a discon-
nect hetwesn the language
of mstruction, the |ang
of bonks, 2nd the lamguage
ety knows and understanids.
His experience is shared by
maey acress Indis, where the
hanpasge of education can el
like & harrier, quistly distanc:
ing studemts from their own
staries and commumites.
Language is more than a
toal for compmenicagion—it
caffies memaory, emotion,
identity, and a sepse of he-
banging. It shapes how com-
muamtes connect oo dhare
aropies and how penple see
themsehees, e, formasy, pe-
ot i their Enguage in edu-
carion and pubilic life remaing
ligiged. The Consttution of
India recognises 22 sched-
wled languages in its Eighth
Sohedule. However, maming
thiat recognation ineo prectic
remalns a challenge, Articke
145 mandates English for
procecdings in the Supreme
Coertand nigh courrs and o
obficisl doounsents, makmg i
feed cigtamt from the languags
apoken at home by lange sec-
i o the pogulation. Whils
Articles 29 asd 30 protecl he
isric rights of minerities,
the jpodiciel sysiem aften pre
aritses English for consisbzn-
cy—es ey i & BT naling
gt Twmmured TnifrmiEy dreer
[he psie o reginnal ngmages.
Hindi aid English damenate
much of India’ adminiscr-
tige &nd oducilion, oreating
a gaji than can maks acress in
it e e Forvnasy.
Agyeas bnidin, the chafleng:
of linguistic diversicy aifecis
coumiess liviess, 4:|I'|:-E!1 ugno-
el by those Dyt in dami-
nant [angUARES. [ Assam,lan-
has

fasLee, In 15460, effors lurr.!ahr
Azsamese the sole cficiad
lai liadd o pevadeshs el
the magic deaths af 1l Ben-
gli stdenis. They
Taie] diorns cheir liveg during
am aginaiio oo May 15, 1861,
demending the shrogation of
e Assamn {Hficil Eangagy
At of 1950, " Tivssha Shehid
D™, o Languspe Marryr
Dy, b il phsereed fo tom:
.mm-’.‘.:-_-lhrlnu:h:mmm
day. This highlighss thas lan-
gy i e, 0s 4 Masami, 18
seldam nerral.
A independdoncs, Lrudia’s
feaihers Buced the chalkeige ol
unafvisg a deeply dreerst

B -*-ﬂrﬁk‘i-‘-lﬂ[‘i named Hirdi
&1 the alficial Innguage, with
Eneglish to be retained tempo-
rarily far 15 years, Bt India's
linguistic diversity demanded
meare Aexibilicy, In the 19605,
anti-Hindiproteses inChennai,
led t':" the Diravida Mummnetra
Exzhagam (DME), showed
that banpuage is mol just cul-
tural bt also deeply personal
and political. These proteses
liedd 1o thee OHficial Lan 5
Act, 1963, affirming India's
kingual spprosch. The Three
Podicy nf196& aimed
1 promoce naciomal integra-
thivn by encouraging the leach-
Tngul']'lin.:i.EllEll Jandare
3 i mneven
application, where noo-Hindi
smneanfien faced gresier pres-
sure toadopt Hindi, left some
feeling umheard, while sthers
faced fewer expectatons.

A Wchﬂﬂ?!s. L0
legacy of Earpoori Thakur,

Bikar's Chied Miniser From
1977 1 1579, offersa nuanced
perspective. Thaknsr belicwod
that education shoukd reflect
thee Innguoagis penpls spak.
He rodiced the emnphass on
Engla=h in Bihar's Punlic Ser-
vice Comumission cxams aedd
allowed shdends to wiite i

Himdl, jpuri, Magthall, or
Magahi. He also supporied
couneils to teach

local dialects, fostering pride
in necsher (oegues. While the
full impast of his reforms is
hard 1o meadure, his vision
shifberd perspectives, encour
aging a moge inglusive ag
prach n an era sill shaped
by ool hegecies.

Englsh
i I, B represents oppor
eunkry, mipdernity, und ghitiad
eomnection. Irshapes legalde
course, corporate spaces, and
wrhan life. Speaking English
can npen dosrs, but for mang,
erpecialiy tsise divided by
cnste, ¢luss, urpu%:apmg il
epniams out of rent Tesday,
fnediz has che gicond-larges
English- ing populaton
i-nﬁnm with anestiisiced
220 milion spetkers, secand
anly i ghe United Scaees. The
ghallenge lies not in rejecting
English hut in ensuming thal
e embirece of one lsngoags
dives not resull in ergsare of
many oifsers it ome
i hiear of eeia.

Tha it uf asinghe narionsd
nngt iy Seem unsying,
bzt 1 richmess tells o did-
ferent story. Hire, Bsuage
1 Tl jisst wnrda—lHu Zhuai:lrg.-_
sebemtiny, il s, P e Lane
g,unnhﬂmcnfy;ull thesy rodes
e s O

| ’s |||u|||.:'3'|uw:!||1.e_m-
T 1 liguiste disiraity
& sqill il way, Somas sleps
T L dakenn i mwech re
st gt 1oy B dmic.

rmnﬁuam.hﬂrmw
rur Gy SoaTTIIIEE &l

f-'J.HHI:'L':I-III-L'-"I'-'\f_I'J
=zmfafn


Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 03 JUNE 2025


i’m:rf.a PirLal

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 03 JUNE 202

FLIPPING THE BRrASS RAT

Megha Vemuri showed she got a good education. MIT doesn't seerm to get it

CTUDENTS AT THE Massacisears et e
af Techedogy (WIT |, like those at other LS
insnitutions. are proad bearers of the
Amencan tradition of the class g Thisisa
signet-siyke g, veom by all members ol a
gractuating class. that bears the insignia of
the schiel. MIT'S ring feananes the schood
iFuigcod, Aheaver, el i called "ehe brass ral™
The insignia is engraved on the Matinp, with
ane side of the bezel Bamiring 3 rendmonof
the Beczron skyline and theother side, 2 view
al the Camhridge skyline. While s1idl in
schonl, snedents wear the rimg 50 that the
teaver and Boston's <kyline [Ace them. A
it commencenmenf, ey "Flip the brass
rat”, with e beaeer Baomg avery froin them,
syl ising their entry min the weld, while
e carmipnis skline, moe Eacigg the shadents.
rerninds them of il ey, and resporsihil-
e, thiery Beear,

Last el vt anot her oahor Mepped the:
bwrass rat and prepaned to step inns the rest ol
their brees_carryire knasstedge andia histiory
At Bania e s oty bn hey now-
wirall speech, T we the precas load that
Class of 2025 presadent Megha Yenmuri re-
fermesi] tovwher sl sgeoke b e fellow grad -
uales atsoul the “privilepe of amess.... 1xa
o like this (MIT) and the “ammeasira-
I responsi by ey enter e vurdd witch
Kemove the references o Hhe capomg de-
struction of Gaza, e suflening of the
Paleszimians and the sienor ar comphcty of

A student exercised her right
o free speech in onder i
point toa great injustice in
thie world where she and hes
Fellow soudents are expected
to play their rodes. That was
all. Vemuri noted, "As
SCICTIERSES, EngineTs,
academics and leaders, we
hawe a commitment Lo
sUppRT life" The umiversiry’s
actigms, and the widespread
ebenumciation of her words,
then beg the question: Are
MITs students expected 1o
demoasstrate this
commitment only to certaim
kimds of loves?

jnstitutions fke the one she is graduating
froie and Vemmuri's address 5 oo different
[rom chasedeliered in oiber schooks, acss
the LIS and ebsewhiene. Like 2l sodents, those
2t WIT, Lod, Ihave-onby been preparing fo e

i thewerld besrond the cam-
i vl Thamy mmust mioess, Vepnun says. actu
ally tabie oo the burded.

Thee ugercar thar has Sallowed Yemuaris
speerty, with BT harmng Fer Frovi her gradu-
abonceremony e next day and comimenta-
s il bwer agteyrpe oo~ his
jack” che oo follows the same absurd s
thiat has played oot in university campuses
aoyoss e LIS lior almost 20 months now, &
snudent esercised her nghi in free speech —
witheut calling for violenor or hate agairst
ary comEnunily — i onder o pomt ia great
injustice in the word vlkere she and her el
koww stuilesnts. ane epeecte 1 iy e roles.
That was all. Vermur noted, "As scentists, en-
gineers, acadernics and leaders, wie have a
cofmmtent o spmpont e Thie unmersity's
her waords, then beg the queston; Are MITS
students expecind oo denmostrate this com-
Tt ey b0 Ceran kinds of lves? £ yes.
then who are the peophe that are bo be ex-
chudesd fruom thes weorld of responsibaliry that
Veermuri and her cobart enter? Thae Veman
understar the double standarcs that prog
gy siach 3 viesw ol the workd is chias when she
e, “Whale wae gradisiie and mase oo witly

o | s, Ehees e s Lndveersiies beft ind=aza ™

WeTTiE S 00 AKINE N SHIWIng agreaner
range for her compassion than appearsio be
lleresd] o stuadents, and she's nol e first io
he penaleed for L In Trump's A, for-
exgn sudents have already been put on fi-
licee Cheirvisas — their futures — Dhreatensd
fior e slightest stragig, Froen the senc lnes
v try the possers-that-be. Veman malls
airizen, 5o she doesrt have bowonmy abouta
s, bt sk might e soeme Cause for oo
cerm when iLoonees i her prospects. it
deperlent-minded, ouspoken persan —a
bsrovrm-shkinned woman, noe les — oonsid-
ened employiabide inothe LS oday ¥ Open o5
poizal af the Palestinian cause fas nepar-
cilly already led in several frings, including
at companies ke Wecroeodt and Google. B
Ay case, in an America whers democrai
oS are mnder Assallt from am admminis-
Eratiion Uhat hnooks ra diessent, il i scary o
b i Kl of minon ey and el just one
Chaal’s o 4 vsa.

Bait that is whal's remarkable about
Nernun: She spolie i she did righl wiei she
o wihalever pestecton |ife s 4 student of-
ferrd. Politealy active students slvays end
#n he rondescended bo, todd that they don'l
knirey hinw the real workd worde, but Vermm
appears b e moane than prepaned fior @ —
with or wirhiour the brass ral.

ponja pilladengrecamdia fm
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India’s innovation push needs infrastructure and intent

SECOND

e e i

pinion

5 Iodin strides towmard 5 h.rmw'l.h:hse-ﬂriuqn ECIAGITTY,
i pewly laanched Besearch and Dewelopment
trocriee (R Fand Boa praidsing .;l.l:lu Eerw el
transforming, the nalion’s innovation landscape. Under the
'.l15].|','d'|l.l"|.'||‘_-u.|:|£|'!hi of Prime Minsster Masendes Meuli, A=
no leager just “Artifical Intelligence” but also “Atmamirbhar
Trwelia)” Thie BT Fugul, simed at sismglbening Indials R
backhane, has draven pratse freen fund managers. inou
batom, and policy experts.

Yet, heneath the optinsdsm lles & onaclal truthe map-
ital aleme cannal fustain innevstion. Indi's axperi-
ance et thie pactt decwds — partioularly in deep-tech
— has showr that simpdy infecting funds ialo steet-
ups wilhout Lsil g, thee reacesanry ecosystem is inef-
fezrive, bfany mrt-l.lp:lzcd up uumﬁ:.}.;gnpﬁlﬂ-

neating, o manuafsctaring bo oovan-
E&ef‘lﬁ "Tadrwram, or Phie U5, 2 T sl lacis
edequate deoamuestic infrastruciure.

Without rebast labs, phaks, miglialony 1es-
lsedds, and fabriction capitel hecoones & leaky
pipe irstead of & growth engine D rpr-Rech venbures
amy different from cofwumer tech — they rely am
acdvanced Facilities and lomg-term suppn that inds

vidual entrepreneurs carnot ulld akone. This is especialy true

in Tier 2 and Tier 3 citles, where it of these rasources are

abment Sectoes like E:iillhlm roommiEsation of Bepharma
FeguEne nok jost seed # e s L ploder-od-the - f,
regalatoay mentorship, and coonfmated from acad-
e, industry, and Governreent. Lmportantly, adids inne-
wvation path differs from tbat ol the L5 While Amemca relics
heavily en venture capital cycles and faderal fanding, Inda’s
n s more frugal, collabarative, and socially ronred.
h'l.i'l.li'lll‘lq dollar-Tor-dedlar iseestmemts with F',u'l:bﬂl cxmnlir-
[prarks ¥ necessAry
fhat’s needed 15 o sirategic, Endi-specific moade] that uilds
indigenous capacities aligres with naticra) pricritio: Cichally,
macresil tems — sach as the LS Mabonal
Laks, Gern Fraupkodsr [nsinmes, o nitlaiiwes
under the LIS CHIPE and Seirmes ASl — efrrliesw
financial imcentives with physical mfrsstnachee
Theese maodels offer domestic westing and valida-
tian Eaxilities, hielpng inairmlions enove froon lab
o ekt within thetr oem eceneoie, India omed
takea similar route The RO Fund should focus
o buddfing pabdic RED infreserachene: biotach
vabidation ceptres. semvicondustar Gbrication
winiis, and alectromics tesibeds. Sucoess must nol
e mmvemsared] by thie ninesber of stan-ops fund
e, but by their relevanes, techeecal ence lznce,
arsd] el -world mpact,
hndries i redefine ascces meirics — not
Lracsecal u:.lgnnh distribwased, but an market-ready
, paiteniz, and ol creation in core lechnolgy iecine
ia% lnsovirtion eoceystem bas already shown s potential

In seerging areas Eke quantum rechrolagy, over 40 stan.-ue
kave ermerged 6 recent pears. Honsever, when the Maon)
Cnsniuen Misston wad lminched, the stant-up ecotysben ads)
auFficient rewdiress absorb and scabe the fanding This undsr
muumdmﬁanmmrupnm
ability. The Amasandban National Ressarch Foumdation
{AMBE), n key player in the R styaregy, must fooa o ir-
terin ecngystem ballding rtter than steply replicving mhemes
:I_rmd:r run by apencies like the l.-.ll'."IFi.l'h'l'lEI'lI of Scisace B
Technobogy I:I:G"Ff Depariment of Blotechoology (DT o
Pty f:h'lrlq:g'linu pranis ulmd Aretuncs rirskd
dilube putcomes and canfuse Is.

W will st ."I.HH'.FilII.:! T :d;li|il:|l ] ||r|ﬂ::|' mrnd alermgil-
= Imelia’y AT efforts by a]ig.rringwmﬂun:] pricrities, mwii-
ing redunclancies; and nmrtureng torandacicesl infrasrene
Teoaften, even well-funded peopects dall at the procobeps s
dae i o bk ol manuhcharing pathways and indistrial e
ﬂ'!'l'lhlp'l— Indin must resist the temptalion bo chase low I-.;,;F_
mEI fruit or merely coung Alart-ups,

Tt govad shiuld be o coemie pipalines for certification, pris:
duetisation, and bdl:lphl:ll'l. Linly ghen gan dg:p 1ech regedrch
ezcaps academic silog and delzver vahee to isdisttry and e
patiore The BT Fund represent 4 critiea] apparhaniey. Hil
b truly reshape the innovation IHnl,h:ag it revisst s beeyen
:luildmuurmiunmdhu:muanm}u I:I"I":'ltiﬂgﬂ IHIE:‘-I
sell-reliase, and globally competiitve inssrvation ECqpyHem.

THE Wi b Al F:JHlnm: HT:
Wiras are peraaral] ST,
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HANDINI BANER JEE

s Bemjamin Franklin once said, “An
mvesiment in knaowledge ahsays
pays the best interest” The gap
vearin the current scademic systern
Is thatinvestment which pavees the
iy 1o greater refumns in knowled ge,
Lm & country where career paths
are ofien declded Inthe early stages
of high school, the idea of taking a
break froom academics spunds radical
— bt that's exactlywhan B prowing
number of students in India gre
chioasing 1o do. The conceptof ' gap
vear’, which is & common praciles
iFeouarimes like che Unilsed
and the United Stanes, b5 showly
making it wayinto the Indian edu-
catinn narrarive, More gadens ane
[essl use afterschool or college
Eruulﬁﬁem ok, bue o :af‘la-:gt.
growand realign dyeir gaals.
The raditinnal Indian mindses
arownd education follows a serict
uninterrupied magecenry schoal
callege — jab — stabibicy. A break in
thils Mo is aften considered a fadlune
af mistake, Parents fear that thelr
Ehildron weould ‘Tall behind'. and
sociny alien cguates taking off as
o lack ol ambitlon or seriousness.
e 2020 pandemic acied as an
erpEpecied egqunliser - [ECang mil-
limas il studenis koo pEuse, Ly
el et plan lrar. Wet, it opened b
et Students hepgan io explore
eiline Crurses, vid |'|IJ'-l|-I"'|| amid
fe career padls, The sdlence of
(ot -l Sl |J|'|:'|:-.-.l LEET TN
| Fidath el dcbiedd i e i Jinge W 1
liciwe ddutre Gl b sbigle irninsdegl aaed

STATESMAN (P-11), 03 JUNE 2025

A break that builds you

Lactical approsch towards a com-
petitive exam. | made sure 1o have
o dally schedule, practised main-
taining ajowrnal, and devated dme
to meditatlon te kesp my mind
calm., My parenis were o bit con-
cirned about how this woold affect
my mental health bul alwiys sup-
ported my declslon. The comcept
of gap wear lsas become ahouseho
rerm, and it should be mare noe-
malised, inasocienywhers L&-vear-
alds are expecited o know whas
theywould de far thie next 45 years.
Having supportive peaple around
mmsakes it eaxier, ot sElf-canfidesice
sheuld be the primary requirement
Iar taking a gap year, |1 feel one
should ke a gap vear if nesded,
bhll‘rbur'.l.al:anil.].'l.nd phoysical wiell-
befng sheould also he taken cane
al.” said Aishee Chatterjer, a firs:-
vesar nursing student who has raloen
& pap year o reflect on her gaals, m
come back stronger.

Kazi Silmy Islam, a second-year
WHEES student, shared her experienoe
of enking o gap year vo prepane for
themedical enirarsce exam, * | decid-
od o take o gap year after my firsg
anemplal MEET |medical emrance
eximy) did not go as expected. The
post-Covid academic dismupison
and oy ovwn need for deeper con-
cepuual elarry made me reakise tha
| waasa | Tully ready, 5o, | choso 1o
ledicuved full yeor solely 1o poepariig
far MEET witly & clesr, struciured
e and i renewed nrindset. §eried
1o Ll bl bveqieer staely habits, gniker-
st my leaniming seyle nod devid-
sl envaiiessd iy by leanding

getbacks constructively. Tniclally,
oy parents were A linde dissppainted,
as they had high hopes. Bit my
fathes befing & dentist himself, and
sarmeans wha himself had taken a
gap year duting his preparatory
days, understood oy siwation. He
supporied my desision but was
also firm that [ should anly take a
ane-year gnp and make the mess
aut af i, Thelr comcemn shifted ta
support as they saw my dedication
Znd [mprovement over time. |
strongly believe that if someone
truly meeds lime o improve, reflect
and re-align their goals, a gap year
can be extramely valuable In my
case, || Was & Tumning poini thal
helped me ger neo MBES and alia
Broww as o prerson,”

Gap yeams in [ndia are evolving
fram mere “breaks’ (o desply pro-

thuctiveand s mictured eopeTiences.

Srudents areexplaring newaptons

sich a4 taking up internships or

freelance work, enralling in online

cortiflcation courses on warlogs

platforens, travelling, vodunieering,

ar emgaging in creatve projedts,

Some of them aften restart their

preparation fof enCALGE exams

with a fresh mindser, focusing an

mental health and thecapy. They
use this time wisely 10 gain clariry

and nat just 1a resl

However, gap year conyes with s

ot prios a&ndl coans, As the concept

el gap year gin taction in lnslha,

"% cruciil v weiph ics acvaniages

amd chnblenges - especially In oo

syt still mijusiing o te ides ol

a ' prrocluictive pilyise

— T

Amang the several benefits, the
crucial ome is thatit provides a race
mify 10 explore intesess,
whlus Al goeads without the pressure
of deadlines ar grades. With ime
o re=earch indusiries, ake online
COUTEES OF intem in varous eoles,
students are leds likely ta make
impulsive decisions. Again, gaining
real-warlkd experiences teaches
responsibilivy, adaprability, com-
munication and problem-salving
pkills, which are olten wnderem-
phasized in raditonal education.
Hiwesar, omsof the major drswbacks
is rhar srudents, without having
struciured or clear goals, may
straggle oo re-enrer the acadesnic
environment. Despite growing
awareness, many soll view gagp year
8% & waste of time, Stedents nad
Este questions or cricdgksm from
[amily. relatives or peers. odding
enational pressure, Unlike in the
West, Indian schnols and colleges
rarely have formal deferal peticied
or structured gap yenr programs,
making it harder toe students o
plan or gain recognition for chei
tice off
For India to lully embrace the gap
VeIl MO Lwareness i peeded
e prrenis, schooks e colleges,
A RO YT T8 AE 3 ubusd 1 warning
- it's a change u Lhe classisany
Whether i leads w0 o new canew
Path, peisand grawih oF & somple
A0 Bl wharimy . e e =i s
worth caisideragg Biviomlas s chaan,
wirlil, ehoesing wopause s i1
langer W seiback -~ it '= A g o
sty T L
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The role of law in shaping
the future of education
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CONDITIONAL FREEDOMS

Cornered US universities
take compliance route

As Trump mounts
pressure, not many have
afightleft in them. Are
large endowments also
theirweak spot?

JAGDIEH RATTAMAMI

he Ivy League universities in

the United States are among

the world’s richest insttons,
Cushioned by large endowments, they
also are rich in terms of their schilar-
ship, influence, and networks thar make
them the global stars of education. The
daughter of Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping studied ar Harvard, The largear
internationsl donaton (some Rs 400
croee) to the Harvard Business Scheal
came from the Tata group. Along with
other sedect US universities, thess in-
stitutions stand as ioons of samre and
achievement, Somedmes decried as
islands of privilege, the universibes
are nevertheless central o the story of
America and its global keadership, Al
US universities Tﬂgl!thﬂ AMrac] mare
Indian smudents (331,602 Indians, fol-
lowed by 227 388 Chinese students for
2033-24, according to Staceta) than
any other non-US nadgonaliny,

The standing and money power
shooid, in normal circumetances,
work as o shiedd that protects these in-
stitutions frem rough weather, Large
endowments quite naturally. it would
secm. helpkeep funire operations and
growth free of any matertal wosries,
But in the complex marn thar America
heas taken woday, it is the very standing
nnd maoney power that have contrib-
uted 0 purting the universites in the
cenire of a firestorm unleashed by the
Trump administration. Protecting

and growing the endawments, which
the US institutions do rather well, has
broughtwithitcharges (whether niror
umidake) Hﬂtﬁemmsmmme
Of IvEstment managers o grow their
kitty rather than on growing a misgion

o deliver education for all.

Have the UUS universiries became
prisaners o theirendowimenms, making
them rmarevulnerable chan they shonsdd
DT Prol Rashed Bhalidi, a remowrsd Pal-
etk i-American histirman at Calum-
hia. pur inm these words several nsonths
bedore the curremt orisis erupted: “"For
same time now, | have been both dis-
gusted and harrified b}' Ehe Wiy |'|.ig'|"||:r
cducation has developed o a cash

register - casenally o maney-making,

MBA, [awyver-run, hedge fund-cum -rea)
estate operation, with 8 mdnor sdeline
in education, where money has deter-
mined everything, where respect for
pedagogy B ata minmmum "
Trumpand hisfrends might agreeas
they gather under the labed of Trump-
izm o dectare war on the educanion
system in America. An amalgam of
MAGA ['Make America Great Again')
politcs, with its conspiracy thearsts,
ant-globalists, and extreme-right con-
servatives, wrapped in braggodocio
tharis now the stapleof LIS officialdon,
derands that universites follow fed
eral dikvats on all manner of lunctions
and operations Same like Harard are
boldly fighting it ouwt, while athers like

~

Columbia have caved i, Harvard, too,
wag quijer in the infdal rwe weeks of
April this year when o list of demands
arrived from the White House and only
later broke that silence when new de-
mandds got added to the original anes,

The overall phenure today is of und-

versilies with their backs to the wall,
srraining to defend their freedoms
withowt gaing for an all-gut fight and
holding on only whese the admingsora-
tion's demands are so cgregious that
they are plmast impossible o meer
Muostly, the picture is of these instt-
tians lomking for a way out.

For example, while there are some
statements af froan across und-
versities, the insnnmes hawe not put up
& PEnEsE jodn fnunuguu-tﬂu’g:unp
administrarion, or are wpwilling andor
uriable 10 1ake the {ssue nggressvely o
the publlic or are willing oo set ug regula-
fioms thatmess soeme demands and e the
process, showing up the soce-powerful

boclies g weak andevdby tramplad upon,

Dissent from within
Consider the impoeging Massachuserns

Institute of Techaology, MIT. The
164-year-old ingtirution runs a rach-
or popular game called The Moral
Machine 1o understand how humans
might want autonomous vehicles to
resporsd to unavaidable accident sce-
narics in the real wordd, The Moral
Machine has collected 3961 million
decisions in 233 countries, depend-
COCies or territories, according i one
paper. For all its efforts to undersiand
the moral dilemmas brought up by
the wse of modern systems, it1aok Gne
student and a speech of less than four
miermstes fa hiold a meoral mirrae 1o the
asttute. MITisamong the TS unives-
gities io have research ties, funding or
contraces with the lsraeli milivary that
runs a genceidal operation in Palestin-
ian merrianes. MIT has recefved ower
311 enilligm in research funding from
thelsraeh Minsory of Defence, accard-
ing w0 MawiTune 324 The MIT Facul-
ty Mewslemer’, an independent forum
lar the expresstan of faculoy views and
CONCETTES,

Taking the stage ai the pre-com-
catim festivities, the elected Indian
American president of MIT's Clasa
of 225, Meghs Vernuri, torched the
institute she is graduatdng from; “We
will carry with us the staemp of the MIT
name, the same name that is directly
complicitwith the ongoing genocide of
the Palestinian people, and 5o we carry
withus the abligation to do everything
we Can to st it Class of 2025 -vou are
MIT, Pressure is nothing toyou "

The bold protest speaks of the mer-
its ol a US campus where students
find ways o be engaged in events be-
yond the texthooks and leam m mke
srand, add toit the passion, spergy, and
care-a-damn amitede of their youth
furn it inpo a potent protest. This is un-
like India, where voices don't emerge
and are pur down when raised, as
feen in cages like a reacher who was
dismissed in one Mumbai school juse
because she liked 8 prsr chat spoke of
lerael's genocide.

O the pther hand, MTT s statement
in fvor of free speech thar fallawed
Yemur's apeech rang hallow becauss
the president of the class was barred
from atrending her own fraduaton.
WWhike MIT rund the moral machine and
does somie pxemplary research, Venpur
and her clogsemanes showed thar they
are fsoral bumans poincing 1o holes m
the mmposing edifice al MIT andindeed,
the =ntire log of 15 schouls,
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"Use Foundational
Learning as the Key

India’s struggle with raising literacy levels has been protrac-
ted and patchy But fresh data hints at real mom entum. PLFS
2023-24 pegs theliteracyrate (age 7+ )—ability to read and wri-
te with understanding in any language — at 80.9%, a marked
improvement from 12% in 1947, Yet, averagescan deceive. Urh-
anIndiastandsat88.9%, ruralat 77.5%. Maleliteracy is87.2%
but female literacy trails at 74.6%. States like Bihar, MP and
Rajasthan continue to lag.

Attheheartof thiscrisisisafragile publiceducation system.
Poor investments, limited access and under-trained teachers
haveleftmillions behind. Socioeconomic barriers like gender
discrimination compound the problem and lower basic learn.
, ingoutcomes. When children fail to acqgu-
% Ire foundational skills — reading with

, meaning and solving basic maths by

by Class 3—catching up becomes impossib-
4 le. Yet, transformation is possible. Mizo-
ram’s leap to 98.2% literacy raté — driven
by door-to-door outreach, commun 1ty vol-
unteersand cultural ownership— is proof
Targeted campaigns like ULLAS (Understanding of Lifelong
Learningfor Allin Society), which targets 15+ schooldropouts
torestart their literacy journey, show how coordinated eff; ort
can deliver remarkable results,

But India must now treat foundational literacy and numera-
cy (FLN) as non-negotiable. Investing in FLN isn't just about
schools —1t's about skilling the future workforce, driving so-
cial mobility and unlocking economic potential Without this,
the demographic dividend could become a demo graphic dis-
aster Equally urgentisbringing back ‘public’ in publiceduca-
tion. Families and communities must see themselves as co-
ownersof their children’'slearningjourneys To truly educate
India, we must push the envelope. @& /
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Why international students matter to the US.

DATA POINT
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Does the civil services
examination need reform?
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/ INDIAN EXPRESS (P-8), 04 JUNE 2025
A GRASSROOTS TEACHER

Pratima Barwa gave wings to dreams of
young Adivasi hockey players

HANCES ARE THAT most outside the modest Indian hockey universe would

not have heard of Pratima Barwa. Perhaps she preferred it that way. Barwa,

who passed away on Sunday aged 44 due to a brain haemorrhage, dedicated

her life to hockey. She did what few could — identify and nurture young tal-
ents in one of the sport's biggest catchment areas, Jharkhand's Simdega. Because of her
efforts, Indian hockey is in a better place — three players, including captain Salima Tete,
are currently part of the national team that is in Europe for the FIH Pro League.

Grassroots coaching is one of the most unglamorous parts of sport because of the lack
of incentive. Yet, without such coaches, the sporting ecosystem would be a non-starter.
Selfless coaches like Barwa, who was from Khunti, have kept Indian hockey running. Her
academny was rudimentary, and some of the coaching methods were, possibly, archaic. But
Barwa, described as a “mother figure” by her wards, did something far more impactful —
she got children hooked to hockey and gave wings to their dreams.

Barwa's own aspirations to play for India were unfulfilled. She played for Bihar in the
early 1990s. However, a left knee ligament injury in 1995 cut short her playing career.
She then promised herself that she would help young players from the region. Barwa's
journey as a coach began in 2008 after she completed a diploma from the National Institute

of Sportin Patiala. A job with the Jharkhand government as a coach took her to Simdega,
and the hard yards began. From sunrise to sunset, she would travel to schools and vil-
lages where there was the slightest promise of talent, convince the families to let their child
play bockey and then groom them into world-class talents, Barwa never got the recog-
nition she deserved. Her legacy will, hﬂ{vwer. be there for all to see each time the Indian
team steps onto the hockey field. €&\%
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ljteracy scorecard

80.9% not good enough as inequity persists

- NDIA’s reported literacy rate of 80.9 per cent marks
| acommendable milestone, reflecting steady progress
" || in education access, However, the data from the

gender and regional lines. Urban India boasts a literacy
rate of 88.9 per cent, compared to 775 per cent in rural
areas. This ruralurban gap, echoed across various states,
highlights the uneven distribution of educational infra-
- structure, qualified teachers and learning opportunities,
Similarly, gender disparities endure, with male literacy sig-
nificantly outpacing female literacy in several states,
despite decades of policy focus on girls’ education,
Lakshadweep, Delhi, Tamil Nadu and Tripura show
what is possible when S0vernance, outreach and com-
munity engagement align. Yet Bihar with the lowest lit-
eracy rate, underscores the complex interplay of pover-
ty, inadequate schooling, cultural factors, and social
barriers that impede learning, The figures hega deeper
question: What kind of literacy are we cultivating?
While the numbers may check a statistica] box, true lit-
eracy encompasses critical thinking comprehension
and the ability to participate meaningfully in civic and
. economic life, These outcomes remain out of reach for
many, especially in marginalised communities,
Policymakers must look beyond enrolment numbers
and test scores. Equitable investment in quality schooling,
teacher training, digital access, early childhood education
mdmhnguagemmmemﬁaﬂdunﬁtemq
drives should also be prioritised, especially in lagging states
and underserved districts. India cannot afford to confuse
statistical literacy with educational justice. The goal must be
tonot only teach people to read and write but alsntnempw.r: o
er them to understand and shape the world they live in. "
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Language Lineage is
Not About Hierarchy

Asthe (not-too-unexpected) shower of brickbats on Kamal Ha-
asan implies, linguistic elitism can take on novel, more convo-
luted routes than the old chestnut of ‘Hindi hegemony'. Haa-
san’'s contention that the Kannada language is derived from Ta-
mil has been hijacked by cherry-pickers tomean that the latter,
because of its pedigree, is somehow ‘better’ than the former
This notion — older the language, greater its wisdom — taken
to its elitist extreme, is the source of the latest language row
that multilingual India has somehow found time to indulge in.

In the hierarchy of language elitism, Sanskrit sits atop the
linguisticslopes, staring down at, say, Hindi and Bengali, even
as the former’s Urdu and the latter’s Portuguese imports re-
e Main sotto voce (‘under the voice’ in older-
g than-EnglishItalian). But parenthood do-
SO esn’t confer linguistic superiority If that

g was the case, Prakrit or Latin would have
B beenabetter—and more popular— lang-
% 8 uage than its miscegenated descendants

. like Marathi and English.

Older languages often bask in the glory of
their elaborate grammar, their poetic cadence, their perceived in-
tellectual richness. Sanskrit's complex phonetics, Tamil’s anci-
ent literature, Kannada'’s sophisticated script — these are mar-
vels. But does complexity make a language ‘better’? Hindi and
English, withtheir simpler structure and widespread usage, thri-
ve the way Sanskrit and Latin no longer do. Modernised Hindi or
Bengali shed unnecessary burdens, and expanded beyond rigidi-
ty Tamil evolved across centuries, shaping its practicality along-
sideits sophistication. Languages survive not becauseof theiran-
cestry but because of their adaptability The non-‘shudh’ English
in which this column is being read should be smallpﬁiof of that. -
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Fudglng Facts, It Just Got Academic

ministrative b fn 2028, e, she was sulject boscruting Ginn's—and Harvand'saction
Whilesxamining versioon condral in tected by the First Amendment. apinsther— i o landmaric case that
Ificrosaft Excel, it appearsd that ince the American Assooiation of ootild well serve as A mede for how
different Tows inside 1 spreadsheet University Profiessors: (4 AUF) eg- other acadnmic institkinns respand
huaaed e adbeeredd, Acooreling bo e Labithed repuiatiomns repriming oaliegations of academic dishonesty
petts, daka belore (e suspecisd firings in fha 1840s, Gino has mow Oy e Dipsidie, exoess ival y stringemnt
manipitatondidn'teveal theeffect  become the first Harvand] Mnrtu enforcement could stifle coenkhiby
the rescarchers wanbed foobserve. Lo deriire., aned man the risk of dovwing o
Butdataqier e purported modifica-  This ishardly t}ml‘.ntmlannenf Tavourable atbeniion (o organisations,
; thar did sesnm o inddeate it amnfdemicmisconduct invalvingdata. theredy disincentivising them from
Whitla Harvard bsmaking hesdlines Also, participants nereashed iocompr A scargdal insvolving Harvard Medbca]  taking action against urethical
fior itz battle with “Trump Univessity”  letedrsumpoeand tax bems inasbady  School'sJohn Darseeshook the aca- faculty members
toefectively emerpe as Ameri'sde Iwasdiscovered that peoplewhowere  demicwosld in the 1560, Darseshad Why B (zlno's case, In particulan
Gedpapposltbon party thelvy League  ashed tosign declarationsof tnsthiful-  published a slpnifeant romberal recelving somuch pubdic attention®
college has madenews foranother e nes atthetopof the pageweremore  papers in prestighonss journaks, How-  Shewasone of Harvard's highest-
son. It recently stripped hehaiiouisal truihfel than people whowereaskad  ever; by ey 1981, his colleapues oy pabd profiessars, earning ovar §iman in
scientistand il reosnily Harvard Busl-  io algn statamentsat theboettom, g himoal systematic and feguent 2018 and 2008, So, is 5 becxuse tha
s Bolsood professor Francesca Gino (Fine, howeeen sued the aniversity fabrication. InvesHgstors claimes] seam Ireives 8 star scadem e D 2 1t
of her tamure, The charge: fabricating  andher docusersfor $25mn, alleging  that Darseehad presented datafrom  dweto the natureof theaccusatbon —
ressarch daga, The irony of imnksbe  defamation, gender discrimination paperiments that werenevercondue-  data mandpalation? Does 1t heve tode
imur that ber ressarveh tople was‘Hopes-  and imvasion of privicy She claimed  ted, ad had "edpanded olher datato  with data sanctihy integrity dependa-
fy anel ethical behaviour’, theaccusations damaged herrepata-  produsemoes significant resalls, By billtyand tristworthiness* Does
1t all hegan with the hlos, ‘Tiaka . Bt 1ast Septamiber, a foderal antualhy hehad more than S0 pepers soclety care somnch aboutdata
Colada’, snacodemic msencch watch-  jodge in Bostonmojected herdefamma: remanved from the bitecature, Hewas integrity? Apparently not.
doE sinee X3 that carefully - tonlewsnit, staking that, asa puliic rellesed of his pestsat Harvard bdedl-  Falsifving data evidence s nothing
s pubilished daba be ddentify irrems- cal Scheol amd Brigham oy o peaple In other prafesaions,
Tnrities o pobertial frand. Data and vWormsn's Hospital, Howevet, vy few of tham have fobs
Crolnda pelegaed cladmes in #21 of Acsdemicdatamanipuls-  Eaben away from them for faksifyring.
extens e evidenceof alleged fand In tion is likely toberampant  The academic commumnity has caria
o scholarly articies that Gino had todag Anmwerageof 2% of  inly became stricter ot researeh
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Our open society’s offer

Germany's universities and research ecosystern have — and want — Indian talent

FROM A GEEMAXN point of view, the
Indian dlaspera seems to bave a magi for-
meala for success. They climb o the highest
ranks around the world, particularly in
Eurnge and Marth America They sucoeed
in the economy, in sdocation, and in re-
sesrch. What do el bring o the able? A
rulture whene education and learning are
highly regarcled, whien: pril and determina-
theun aife A peces5Iny and where being adapt-
ahle and mifty isa way of ife.

Wihat is it Ut we offer? An open sooehy
an Infematisnalised economsy and educs-
ticn landscape, and a framewaork whene
s woek and skill are rewarded. When
srnant and well-educated ndians plin pans
of thieir career oulside India, they usually
think of te English-speaking warld GrsL
Erut] think that the smartest Indians should
actually stari thinking about Germany.
Why? Let me give you a few reasons,

Germany #5 bailt on & raditien af sd-
ence and edwcation. Compalsary education
was a German invention, 2nd the modern
universiey was shaped in 1%th-century
Cermnany. Cerman scientists domimted th
Mahel Prize during the first 50 years of its
existence, For the longest tre, the t um-
wersity own of Gottingsn had the highest

Mobel Prize mite percapita. Almost 50 Kobel
Prizes are lnked 1 i aniversane

The beausty af this story s that it weald
iod hirve bien possdble witlout the minds
nf thease whio were also shaped outside of
Germany. For excellent scierce, brifliant
lebeas meed To rrawe] Freely. and sa do bril-
liant peaple. hamy of our word-famous so-
Eneilhe organdsations are Bailt on this prin-
ciple - be it the Humbeldt Foundation, the
Max Planck Scdiery. the Helmboltz
imstitubes, the 0FG, ar Fraunhofer. Thirty-
one resegrchers of the Max Planck Soclety
have wom Mobel Prizes in nataral soemces.
I yoma o throwgh the 12T, you will find & kot
of names that do not sound very Cerman,
[t isan open. Enematicnalised erpardzation,
aned that |5 wihy it is 5o strang,

Ome of the most ingpiring sories writ-
geert by cear accessibie and welcoming scies-
tific landscape i that of the pharmaceutical
company BioMTech. Founded kigs than 20
wears agn, it ds nove walued at almost 3230 il
Lion, 'With its groundbresking mBMA rech-
noleey, it helped address the global Coid
panc=mic, ks foun ders? One was borm in
'I'1.||'l|'l:jl; the otbeer B5 & setond-gemeration
migrant from Turkey. Wi nows from
which couniry the founders of the nexs

BintTech willl come to Germamy'*
iGerman educatsonal irsbifuiores do oot
select thelr shudents and scientists hased
o etonamic riberia. We are not | ooking for
the rhchesr reinds in the woeld bt Bor the
senartest. Wow will ind that German insti-
rutions afferwoeld-class education amnd re-
search fadlites while being very affondable.
Gefrman Scnce is 5o accesizhle becauss
there isa kot of money in it VW are not get-
Eing g high&tonomicvwalls around our re-
search and education instntiers. To 8 lans:
XL, The Germen education and reseasch
ecosystem s financed by taxpayers’ money
t make il a8 accessible as possible.
Excellent quality, exeellent equipment. ex-
cellent researchers — all backed by public
spending. Tha privane sector adds to this —
it opens the way for applied reseasch, for
large intendisciplinary tearms. ard for bring-
ingyourideas ba the market, Some Gemman
ofmpanies have anmusad research hudpets
that ooy a few mational research bisd pats
ameund the wedd can actually manch
klﬁmmmnb&ﬂlﬂtﬂlmh
aery interesting destination for Indian sna-
dents Thereare 50,000 already in Germany,
Sfate universites have had escellent expe-
riences with students froen India. Avd up o

i EE B

18 moeaiths afrer graduation they can look
for a job in Cermamy. Bight nosw they wall
find many job affers, pamicularly in the
STEM hied. Cermamy. an enginssning na-
o, i offering a lotol opportunities.
There &, of rourse, the queston of the
langnaage barrier. Be assured, English is the
language of sclence — an Germany is po
excepizon to this. B youwant to bay freshily
bakied oo Fodls on yenir way (o yours lab,
wou maght have tomaster the nirmEces of
ghet Germman langusge. But if vou want to
mun ome of the stabe-af-the-arr partcle ac-
celerators m Germany oo cradk the riddies
af gruantum physics inane ol ous besurifal
univerdity bovwnd, Englhs hwall do the ik,
Wie bedieve that we should select mtema-
Honal students bazed an thedr talenrs
and their dedication, and not based on
what they say on socal media. Of course.
o willl v 1 prove 1that Yo are smiart,
ambiticus, dedicated, and nidusEioogg —
that is imypottant for us. Indians have an
excel|lent repuration in car sciende land-
= anid we veant ta insvge mare bril-
liard Indians to come t Germaeny, Yow are
very wiltkommin!

The witter 5 Germany's s India

a
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CLET
a barricade

To restore their national character and orderin
their functioning, central universities need to
recover their autonomous practices

I:T.&H..I.BIH AMD
SATKAT GHOSH
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It is all
- in the mind

DEVIKAR
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MAMTA SAIKIA
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with ease.
Innovatve, mohile-based apps For &lis-
dencs and teachers are now being ined-
duced, reaching even the most remote nii-

lages. [none such village, a sudent froma.

et ackground recemily
palifimd for (SRS prescigious YUWTEA
progTmme, fvgrcoming digital barmens
with the suppen of nmely meporsbapand
Access bo teclurdogy,

The press=nce and inpacy of 1echmology
are imcreasingly wnEnble n eChools Scross
Inda, With EdTech inmovalsms gaining
momenum and 4] mking cenmre sfage,
exdfucRT0N i the country isan the caspola
significant ransformation. Thess devekp-
memits show what's possisle when bechndd-
oy is thoughtfiutly used to bring leming
chaser to stwdenrs, man @ che ioughest
EHIMITINmante,

A5 the nabare of wirk corsinges m evolve
globafy education mued kedp pace. The
World Ecornomic Forom sslisates whar
niearty 44% of curmene worktorse gkl may
be derupted Dy 225 doe to sulomanon
gnd Al. For many youang people io e
Weetheast - often first-generacion beam:

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 06 JUNE 2025

Future of learnmg in Northeast

A bold educational shift in the vegion 15 fusing bradifion with
| technology fo empower a generation for tomorrow's world.

25 — this mansition bolds immense poves-
ral, Building sorong foundacinml Imarming
remains the comerseone, bot aloogmde iz,
stdenis alsn nesd exposure to-digial think-
ing, silapatility and skills such z= probles-
anfving, codisg, and creative thinkdng.

Muny Nertheastern Staces hanve bagun’
10 -akgn heir sducarian ecosysiems with
thitchanging landscape. Assam's ssoomd-
ary scheols are inmodudng Al and robatics
a8 #lecdives. Meghalaya is integracing
emeTEog b hnologies ino dassrooms and
leveraging innovanve platorms like Vidya
Eoeroist Kesadrs tn track smudent progress
ard ephance learning cutcomes. Atal Tink-
ering Lais sctoss Mizorsm, Trpur, and
Arunachal Pradesh are enatling sudenis
1o explore real-wesdd problems throngh
hands-om seluboos

‘These developmants are early signals -
of @ regeon steadly moviisg Lmeard change.
I Moehieast ndia, Ehisd 153 groswimg rec-
it Ehat educainon Test notonly keep
pace willy the warkd but alkg help shape
whal formes next The msegratios of cech-
nalogy mouEl hecome mory FeEpInsye 1o
bocal comliests, academe grele, ared sraden)
nieeds, While progress may wiry Berces -
tricts and comimsreties, the shared s -
tion is clear: o0 make barmng mees wier-
active, expererial, and facure-ready

Tizacheers will rerrin cenmal bo this trans-

formacon. The real impac of digeal boois
depends mot on cechoology alone, boi o
e e armngiadly they e embedded inm
everpday teaching Manr educanors aré
begimming bo explore os Space — jnning
training pfOErmines, EXpeInenling wh
e e tiods, and resva g e Cliss-
ol B e nded liskrsing cnvmemdnis
W' etk (o] BOW 15 0O Hd SU (T -
apeaces whes (SR Tes R Sxrangs ulogs,
ghare whatl works, and build caleciwe
MRS,

This dhult fuss slsn coomact wch §m-
dents ad dhear comcexcs. b region where
noededygs ip Seeply roousd o Mavare,
community, s FRdRion, the chalenge -
o raiher, u;g;l;l_l,l;'l.l.'!u'—i.'l. 1o make digital
fearming relevant 1o treir tves. From map-
ping local bindiversary 1o presenving oadi:
tiomal crafis or undersandng ssninanls
fEI'l'ﬂin.E.. e s DR SONnsc rechnolo-
@y Witk vy Tred expericnces, leaming
Poseiig nn just affective buk oty mean-
ingul

Families sid oommuanbes, 000, Mokt be
bicought inte this journey, For masy par-
enis, the benefes of digial lesming are sl
abatract, Foot witen they BEEM 10 56 ow
thesse changes can open niw patheways -
terwards higher educition, emplRent, o«
Enirepreneurship - el SUpgoT cn be-
oo a powertul force. Baliding 1his oo

will requine onpoing dizcgues, cleer dem-
costratons of value, and deep oultural sen-
ErtivAry, Diistel Maming shoid pop fesd Uke
& breal Irom tradhsee, T & eameeal sxen.
T IH".'I:II'I'II'IJ-I.I.U.iE_'p' EJHEIEEES

To traly mirnd v, collaboranon will
e kg, Croveirramiend ey, s hign] besidier -
Al (edchir apimey, student CunDsiny —
&ah e come sigeiier Partneralos that
ugpferptreed and refect e regron’s gods
] cail bural eihen are mare Hkely ioosoce
caed and endure,

Morisaed [ndha stands at a povoez] mo
. With 105 unique hlesd of calurd wis-
S0 And SEETENE nsson, 1t-hes che
potential 10 credts in educanosal model
that ingpires the resd of B coumry. Bul
chis vision will regquine effor, investment
and maginamcno. When a gl m Nagaiand
bepurs | sarming to acabyse mmmfall patterns
with 4l, ar a boy in Amanachal Prdesh
dreasms of building a solarpowered de-
vice, i shoold mot be an excepnon - i@
should be the fesure we ane collecvely
working roemrds.

Bacause what's taking shaps bese (g’
just aborar kiseping up wich & changarng workd
- 1t"s abour helping s&ape 1L And thar fu-
ture deserviey allenton, ourturing. and
bebnt

(The auehar & CED af Bharh Acte)
Fosdanion ) w s g

-
it =
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I__?.w:n thnr-.i: ﬂf‘lﬂ US threatened to bar international students and besieged
universities, China’s huge spending campaign on the sciences was bearing fruit

VINIAK WaME

hinawasalresdy seoring wins

i its rivalkny with the Unized

Stares for soentific ralene. In

had dramem soene of the workds

best researchers 1015 cam-

" puses, peiple decorared with

Mool Prizes, MacArhar “ e grants

and seemin ghy every other acndamic lire]

crolfer.

Do e Tromp adménismations pol-
wies might soca bolster Ching's efforis

Urder President [2onald Trusp, the
United States is slashing the reszarch
Funding thas helped establish is reputa-
o a5 the plokal leader s stience and
rechnnlogy, The president b also anads-
img the ouniny's premier universbes, 46
wrying to linsil the enrofmena of interm-
tinnal snadems.

Sciintists e heea arender particu-
lar pressure, as U5 officials hive saidiha
vy Ay puden® @ naroal seounimy threa ) by
funnelling valuable knowkdge 10 China.
Chirsse-born scientisis kave been inves-
regated ar even armesied, Lagl ek, the
Trumpadminismacion sid ivwould werk
to “aggressively revube” thee visas of Chi-
e stugdenisn crmical fBelds”

A nreogn, many scholars are lookangg
elsewhere

Aevl Clileese instrutions bave Ben
quilck to try 1o capitalise, Universities in
Hamg Kang and Xi'an said they would
offer stremmlingd admdssion o ramslen
grucenes from Harvard Lniier sivy An ad
frarm @ group with links 1o the Chinese
Asndemy of Stiences wikiamed “rabenis
wrbe e bseen disriaaed by the LS NTH.”
or Mol Insmuees ol Health

“The Umned Samies i shioring isetiin
e Ao said Ehang Xizoonng. i anal

oy expert vl st vear lefi €he: Beslor
Coflege of Wedicine, in Texns, (o b e
meadical exhicanion program uw Westlake
Unjversty, a nepearch unisersiy in the
rech libod Hasgzhoi.

~Zinee e tothe Unied Srales more
Mu‘ﬁ}m SR, S IE honl iis résearch
has beseit spporied by foreigness. inchd
ing many Chinese” said Ehang, who d
phistsed tha e s speeiking for himesell,
oot hid emplovér “iafichour loragners,
lenstinthe fiedd of scienufic research, they
carl goan. (nisewn Chins had beveme
mmamﬂ:ﬁmﬂﬂﬂiﬂtﬁmmrlﬂﬂlﬂ-'“
barausaal e huge investmenes the cou
try has made in research. Wesilake 15 8

gexample

B Blished in 2048 by several high-pro
file scencists who had returned 12 Chind
e o W41, Vel ey cRmpus exudes
sechnilogcal sdvancement. & spadesh-
e Rerweet IO over Wq{mﬂ:(ﬂ_lw
aratories. Comguting oeeres and atini’
nesting, aciligiés chuster around & centi?-
T, it o shugs desigred o evoie a b
hﬂﬂm e achenic building, portraics
of dezensol areandisplay=
ol whm were recruiied r!'nm e TIERa.

; s hinchemistwha
mmﬁrm':mm"ﬁrruus'ﬂﬂﬂ shile

received pullinns m fundirg frof
ard Hughes Medical Institioe inMery
Recruimsent Rolces _l.d'l'erl.ﬂ-E' h

1 Tl
m':}:ﬁake ks been perhaps 1 oot

rurresshl Chaness university at reon:

¥

sl
l._ r

kg v raetas (aleni b @ & far fram the
by e, BErasen A0 w2021, penety
175081 sclennsts of Chinese descmmd keh
il Liniitesd Sraied for Chine acogrfing g0
a study priblished in Procesdings of the
Mamonal Academy of Soences The raie
af depaimae wasaceelerang: More Uin
halfed ghiwn beft in just ihe five vears be
rween T and 202

The trend higs only contimied in the
ast desy years, said Yu Nie, a prolessar al
Princetun Liniversigvwho or-sathonsd the
sl Mo BeitonleChinese-bom scientisis
wheo are jumping ship. Charles Licher, a
fisrrreer Harvard Chismisrwite wie consio-
ad in 2023 ol [iling o disc ke paymirts
o 3 Chasese univerdity, v antly jomed
Teinghua Universm

Chimese seieisis haer long focked
1o Aserican unlversickes, lured by the
pramize of 3 workiclss educalinn
resaurces chas chow b ooty Lokl
iar provide. In the FE0s, Chmese scin-
it wh wisied e Linited Siaes woukd
collet dj_n..rud.ahl: bl fubves R reusE wn
Ching, saad Rao i, @ nesratialogiss al
Pelring Unversiny in Degng, who studiid
and worked in the Linmed Suares o pvo
devadm:

T sedmiracien commimoed e ks Chi-
na's ecorvamy boamed. In 3050, nearly
mu&d%ﬁmm.mﬁﬂ-

,:n.lpw:ﬂn rChemnatics meerd -
Eﬁ:lli:n the l.hih'g Seated wenl oo srudernts
from Chna, secording o dara from the
piapiceal Soience Foundation, Higrarical-
By, thee was) majuricy of those docromnes
seayed in the Lnited Staies —B7% bepseen
005 wnd 2O, the dete showied Ilany
became 15 citizems. s they hirve helped
the L% accumillass parenis, pulbilicanons
and Mabei Prxes.

L recEn] WeRrs. mone soenoss have
ben rerurning (0 Chind, draws parcy by
EOAETTETRET DECT U T O TS P
mns||||:|1||||ﬂj||||_1|,:|'|1-|:||h|1lll'l:|‘h'.'lllg.u
well kxhoizing subsidsesand ores gk
Chana's spendieg an redeiich and devel-

grmenl s now secomd ooy o the Unived
Sindes. And Chiness inslinsoons such as
Tringhus and Zhepang, Univensty now
routinelyrank gnong thebestinthewarid
o sowence and technol gy

Thewressmment & part of 3 plinio e
Ching bnied s lennfic sepempewern, eipe
il sn :Ilg_iid.l‘:-'lrrl.pqln.l.ri:&miul_ll
s armificisl inlellgenc e, s2micanductens
and b chnu gy,

“The scientific and technologiod res
ulation i internsined with che game be-
nween superpowers,” Chinas leader, Xi
linping. said ks year.

At the same ime, the U5 bas been pusi
ing scrniistsaway forseais in pamicula
by ineescignting their ries with China,

Lis'Wowuzn, & proven chiveast formerly
i he Universicy ol Marpbnd, was oneol
(b 1argesed. Hewas mvsatigaied hy e
Mhanalnsnmees af Heal s for ey
failing g disclnse research pes foiChina —
sien e i Mersland knew abuur. Afier
i yepar= a1 (8 unbeersicy, be quil in 2020,

Biost ol ihe cases broughi undes the
sn-called China Inioanve svennally ok
Iapsed. Many researchers critoised the

-.-a.wp:ﬂa:.rm'ill pa
Lk o v an Pudan Uneeriify
in Shsigghai, s e many ol hus frievds
mused abou lsning te Linited Siates
bui most chose to feay beomuse they had
setihnd (here.

Thwt Trump administestions assaul on
research funding may change thae

~[§ tiwey eur 5 muelh lunding, | believe

CHILLOSTRATH® DELRSE HARCrAMDN

Chinareallywants to attract
scientists. Trumpjusthelped

thai may e dhe LS| STk for may peo-
i Lo sl Sell, Ching ces ms own -
saves i posching mkent,

It has beoems hardsr for Clenese uni-
veErEires oo e Al Wi DETSENLS 06T
i, is Chimesesehiolars bave had mooble
ecuring wisas i che Linired Sm@ees w0 ar-
endacademic conferences. Hessarchers
i A sics also Face restrinTicis b visdong
Chanay: Texas, for exam ple, prohibis so-

loypais of problic omrmeraitics [nodm Crave:
fa*ml}-mluruu-k.

heacien s wha have refumed eo Chi
i Larpely Call ino B (e caiepnries: those
i auree var by In cheir careers, orwlio ke
nearing refnement, oo who feli pshed o
by lnwesigatons. Exzablished geidcareer
schobars are soifl retucant oo e, -
e i N sakd.

Taoar Peling University, who wii alio
ane of 'Wesclake's po-founders, S dsai
ChiraBpr In recruiteg interTiaon-
l milen alsn been hem By o
myism and jealiusy amang domestic éol-
lezgues, Wik funding should increase,
s e by e an chis sragge " oo said.
*Gupparting scentizs based on mentand
their good soencr i e kep”

Fwven arhome, scenlist: are noe spared
poizical scrunny. Chinese anmwersnes
Ty brmirs on free eageessinn, and China's
My of Smie Seauity has varmed thai
sl s returming froes dversees may be
.

Mo ple Chenee-borm scivmoss—hbath
chis wite had resrsed 80 Chna, and
hase still inthe LS—emphasiseddrat they
did ot wad to ger entanghiad in polccs
Thyey wianit jusi oy o di gond wark

T sirmmpe [t s, masmy agreed. tha
||miu:!nu1ﬂ'.;i-ﬁn'mdnmu1ﬂunl
The Mew York Times gy fe] &

W,
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Arnie Guha

argnto; In 1530, when Hen-
1y VI couldn't ped e Rom,
an Cathalic Church @ an-
nulhis marrisgato Catheri-
ne of Aragon, be turned i
Gﬁ:ﬂandtmnhmﬂg'emmﬁrﬂuﬁm
rubberstamp i (heological needs,
Crfiard baudkeed. Henry sent ermmgs.
Scholars wera threataned, bribed, wml
same physically bntirmidated, Eventu.
ally, theuniversity capitulatad, issning
acarefully hedged opindon that Herry
i £ sty whart e would scon call
the Church of England. It was one of
the frst prest acts of coarcive PR
Heory didn't abolish Crefond, He ap-
propriated it Andhedid sowithall the
pageaniey al & man who koew power
needed Ejt_m i b enacted, bt also
TH
Fest forward 500 years. A different
kind of zoversign, wearing a Jong md
tie st clutehing prievance like s royal
ork, hasmade a sportal attacking Am-
erica’s modern Oidords. For Donakd
Trump, Harvard isn't just an by Lea-
paeschool IFs thesymecdnche forevery.
thing that's rigeed, elitistand dangero-

Om Wednesday; Trump ssued 3 pro-
clamation suspending, for an inrtal
4y manths, entry of foreign stisdents
secking to shwly ar partlelpste mnex-
change peogratmmes af Harvard, cil-
ing ‘rational securily” conerns and
declaring it ‘detrimantal’ to U8 infer.
gsts to continue allowing freim s
dants at the Instination, This comes al
ter a judpe blocked the US Department
of Homelarsd Security (DHS) from
banning [mternaticnal stiderts at
Marvard inn ruling kabe kst maornth.

Harvard says i shudies the warkd
Trurtp says it controls if, These byo
mien— Henrvand Donald —separabed
by ceniurbes and condest, shre some-
thing desper than vaniby and thead-
rics Theyeach stage s maolutbonof le-
gitimacy, Menry repected the spiribual
authoeity of the pape Trump rojects
thamoral and inlellectualauthority of
iretitistions Hike Harvan], Centers far

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 06 JUNE 2025

What King Donald, like Henry VIII, shows us is that narrative power can beat institutional power

M 15 & man of an enbownded stomach

Disease Confgol and  Preventicn
{003, the media. In both cases, the
challenge is not ahout trath, It aboud
whage truth, and whogets todecida
When Henry declared himaelf sup-
reme head of the Church of England,
It was an act of thecdogieal violemoe,
But it was plen a bureaoeratic masies
stroder. He didn’t need Cocford to agree
ingood Falth, Hiejust needed Hiloappe
artoagres. When Trumpe-
mmanched kepalty Boen his
cabinet, his party, even
thi juddiciary, the playbo
ok was oddly similar The
point wasntoonsenss, I
was submission. And universi
ties, in botl eras, became refuc-

LowEed FE A Famng o

refagsl wasn't academic consurs if
was T You could beexiled, defurd-
B o WoeTe,

Trasmpcan't jail benured professors
Burt he doasn't hawe to. In the popalist
mun'ehep-t'e:iugam-r shmpycalllag
Harvard ‘wolte’ or 'corrupt’ i5 enough
trdelagitimise pererationsal Intellec-
fusad anathority Onosasymbnl of meslt,

Harvard becomes a symibol of mani-
pulatian, Onee a beacan, i
becomes s cahal.
It's mat that Harvard
has adways been innfo-
cemd, The merliocracy 1t
j_'t'E'E:dE'E oyer 1s partial,
papciusiarsary and, at limas, dee
ply complickt In stroetural injus
tice. But Triunp dic-

mg:-[u;ﬁ.dﬂdw|mm pen't eritique  Har-
gt e o For Trumg, Harvard isn't o il o live

ligria Llwrﬂr!.: jﬂmwmﬂﬂnl up bo s ideals. Fe de
g i i Vs thesynecdoche for  nies the vlue of the

It% schokars ware cle
ries. Its curricubum
vk bound to Bome
When Hetry's msen
arrlved with (hedr
wrils  and Ujrl::ﬁt: kLt
L ey st imfd bara o

nTﬁla - they wersdemanding s conles:
sianol alleEianee, Theeensequeneeal

everything matsngged
alitist and dangerously
comvinced of its own
reutrality

Wenls  themselves
it ly, il el b
ption. Lilee  Herny
b womts obedisnon
ot cantradiction,
There's & cruel ey heve. Henry
WIIL actunlly (o] — or re-fovaied
— mite univeraities thao nas Eng

Amenca s Henry vs Harvard

lish meararchs. He cresabed Teinity Col-
Inge, Cambridge, and repurposed Tho-
mas Walsays Cantinal College inta
Chrlet Charch, Oncfoed But these wern
rat acts of They were
arts of branding He was placing his
saal not only on the institutions bat on
what kind of thowght they were allo-
1 g [T

Trump, boo, has Birted with Toumd-
ing his own instinetions, Tramp Urd-
verstty was a scam. Hi supporters
1w kallcabeud altsrnarive acsdemies’
andl 'anti-wake' polleges s anciEries
for ‘real” knowledge. The langaage is
different it the logic 15 the samec if
the institutions doa't validate me, I11
il e orwed that Wikl

Ardd here's that stange, stecnal
thing: in both Henry's tfme and our
o, Chese tacties work,

Afet Henry England never fetorn-
o o papal autharity His chunch —
bund, politically axpedient, theologi-
cally patciy —endured. It became tra-
dition. Inasimilar vein, Tramp's anta:
pnoiism fowand the academy is oot &
pecsing phase It has seeded & calnaral
refection of expertse a suspéclon of
intedlectuaks, a preference br retinct
orver analysis, And it's ot going away

What should aniversities do in the
Eacw 6 $1ih Stk

Oford survived Heney by adag
tng, and, in some
cases, capitulating The da:mrt-:rdaz.r
is that universities like Harvard
mibght do the same: water down their
miggion In the name of neamality
shy away fmam hard trsths to avalkd
political aHmck, or rebrand themsal:
vz inin obenlescence,

Bul the alternative sn't easy ait-
het To gpeak ith cleardy, even wen
it unpopular reguioes not just st
tutinnal will bat moral conrage, nqua-
lity raredy taught in semdnars or stre-
begicplans, Whak Trump hes shomm us
—amd what Heroy Hrew cenfuriesago

15 thal narrabye power can bear i
stitublanal power, And if the universi
iy losns the confidence to defend its
marTRtive, it pates LR be shor med
Thenrwill be laaghed at, O isroved,

Thefiture of American higheredi
cation wan't be decided by whio bublds
thebetier lad. It will be decided by who
ledls Fhee better stary aboat what knaw.
ledge s fon: And who gets fowield it

Tia eind B cfnde ey P
i ol Dniversioey
Frirksh Clalumbske, Oivacadn
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The university versus constitutionally protected speech

accopding o oonecience, abowe

) 4l liberdes,” said Jotn Milton in
Inks famians pamphler, Arecpagitca (1644),

g o the licensing svsem (oalked
ienperimanar}, Criginally mtroduced in mesposss o
the ingreduction af the princing press in Englare
i 1538 andd peirotined by the Bristsh Pasiament
im 1545, authors had oo obigin penmission or
Tioerwce from the gosermmient prior o thesr
Pbilicatione. In Indls, severad High Coaorts ged
even the Supreme Cour af ndia are hearing
petitinns on the limits of freedom of ogqresdon.
Should we really go back to that dated syseem
where prior permisson of the garvemiment o
inivessaty is required o express ane’s views? Are
umiversiry teachers mere robots who shewd wrine
ity research papers and not expeess chetr
OpIRGINE G con I8 FuEs? Do we n
lmgumnnmrﬂﬂ!uen:h.mb:mhnpﬂw:
of htrean digrity and an lsdividosl's
selfFfulfilment? 15 gh no mone asomomoas and
Lhe bighess public gnod? Are ol xcessive
resirl oo of free 5 based om che
assumpdan of | of the stste o i sarsd
pasitices? These are same of the pertdnent e
that Indla st resolve becnise s posidon oo
these fandamenital Exaes I8 bound mapengihen
or weiken i ethical daim of being 2 oue
ishmaguna, India‘s jow rank of 51 ont of 850 in
the Warld Press Freedom Indes; does nat
aphance (2 exsoure in the comity ol nations.

Mo doubt, *naion st should be the rules of
thuenb fec il af us because o debabe can nurvdve
If the natlon iesedf perishea. W mast be anded in
oz Bght against an enenmy thar has dme and
Al een sponsering ared expocting v o
our oounery. A promypt 2nd befdng responss
diring Operation Sindoot has been ghan 1o the
CNETY DEden.

Thet Ewbelling of apinion as acthvisem

We mrust never returs oo the realm of
eceetinational vision ag we meed o win the banle
ol ideas s well. Of courss, svery writer has the
duty to make a disclaimer that his vlewa ane
peecmsl and do pol regresens the views of the
instination he serves. Mt then a mere expression
of views canmol be termed by the corpormie
oamers af the unbversisiss prvice-chancellon a8
“Betivisam’, Al expresdion ol opinicn may be
dissenit but not necessarily activism. Puhlic
academic Instvutions do mot mind even sedvlsm
and zceive polidcs. A proleseor becams the
Emnﬂmeﬂ.ﬁemd&mmummrqr

Ceriainly, o st sheuld = any
irsgituionsd support for bis personal views, Mo
romr shaild ideally ahy away from bs duey of
safrguarding constinatianally “protected speedy’.
It mrust remmain consistend with ks own pasl
pro-freedam of speech juligments. The L5,
Supreme G, in Tenas v jofnsan, 405 (L5, 3897
1o, Bad pven corehdered burniog of the
national fag as a proeceed expression. India

I the Bwrty 1o koo,
“GT;:;mmwm

B & cordlduiional pee
eupirt and tha
Wice-Thanodther

&l
Chanskys Hatonal
Lass Uniivrsity,
Paira Bk

Mo InsEaEen
has any Fight o
TesiTict

anybody's

speech on amy
ground ather
than thoss
mentioned n
Article 1902}

need e go thid fir. Jobn Stuacs W8 in his
celkebiated essay an ey, said teat a0
mankeed minus one, were of ore opinlo, and
iy nne pesson were of the contrary opinfon,
Eranddmd stk be no more fustified in sileacing
thit ome persomn, than he, I be had the powes,
winikd be justified in sfencing mankind®. Bridsh
Jurist Wil Eickdione in IT6Y conshdered a
free press was essendal for 3 free stase.
mﬁﬂnrﬂuﬂunﬁd not inclode
Precss BA A right (hecaus: Roger

Shesmran had zaid in the Cansdoution Coreenies
Lhat adogied che U.S. Constingion, that thers was
na nistd 1 menton feedom of press as the
prmers of the Corgriss would sl sxtiend o press
oot wirhiin four pearsh, tee First Assemdmeni in
1751 om Freedom af press mede & cateporical and
explich didlsration that the “Congress shall meke
i L abridging the freedom of speech, o of

Democracy Is govemment by choie and
peapln canmod agercie thetr choloes i they g
nit told about all the availabée alternatives. Le:

Moregver, reedom of spesech astiires ndividisa)
self fidflmant, W a citizen is not abowed o
epress his emotioms, his apinions, his
Ermmaricen, andd his happiness be will no feed
setNilfilled. Unboersing oevsers must undersmnd
that such asflacsed indiduals cannot producs
bekrodarty research as knowledge crnnot be
n':dud- L: Amﬁd Emvironment, We
produced greats a3 Aryabhacs, Charakya,
Garg vachaknewi and Charaim because the
education in oor anclant gurukl was oot
canmelied by the stae. Within dee porls of
A i B e T
repulstR ones, miss ,
lniversities are coer regulaed and grosshy
underfumded.

Expreation and the truth
Freedam af sxpressicn helps us in adaining the
mmﬁﬁmhuhjn“ﬂmﬂlﬂ,_“nwﬂm
of desctrine wiere bt boose o play upon e earth,
50 Truth B In the fisld, wa di injuricusly by

and ing bo misdiouis her
srength, Let her and faleshoced grapede, wio
ever knew muth pu oo the woesa, in a Tiea and
e aTuner ™. [0 an age of fie news, et
eseryane speak oo that people can decids Ior
themselhes who b speakieg the mruik, luscioe
Cifiper Wendell Holes: [r. ol the Daied Srapes
rightly ohserves] that in & capataliss marker place,
the “best test of truth is the power of thought o
et sl acrepred in the competiion of maier™.
Thus, an exparession of all vews would basically
mmrva tha govemonesy's causs b fencing o

“Ercam what is [else,

1 5 mobendy's cisn (et fresdom of spesch &
&0 absamm fght. [edead, no one dheuld ind
in unnecessary talle. The sxeccie of ight must
almed 1o sere e constieutional objecs of fre

mhﬁﬁ..ﬂltm:l_iﬁ:rm helping
pecple about povermmesial
acthans and ELSLEIRG SOPETERT: PeOles

| partcipaten in the grvermance.

The extent of restrictionsg
Tha Comstination permis anly ‘reasonaibe
restrictions’ on the freedam of speech amd
axpression, The aHmportant word ‘reascnable”
was insarted by the first constipotional
Amendmeni in 1951, These restrictians can be in
| che Inrerests of sovereigney and the innegricy of
Inctia, seqarsy of state, public order, decency,
mizraloy, frlendly redatioes with Fren
roitndries, and defamation or citemsent of 6o
affence. ‘Public poder and Friendly relations with
foreign staces” too weere insenied in 1951
Interescingly, restrictions in the ioeerests of
“srvereigniy and ntegriny” wee inseried by the
Comstintion (Sixteenth Amendroeni) Act, EG3
Ha restrictian on freedom of speech can be

| Impcesnd ewen by the government through an

executive order. Resriction on free speech
revpaines Jeyislaion. To satlsfr the eat of
‘reasonahleness’, nomrts imvoke the ‘dociring of
proportiahaity. In Anuradha Bhasin v Union OF
Ingia {2020}, chi: Supfime Court not anly held
thi right to Internet as & part of froe speech but
alsa reiteraced that che mestrictions cn fres speech
can b imposed after considering ahermifee
measires. [ adced that nuch resmictions must be
ligltienabe, necessary and least intrushee. i s the
prac it el B e O
resrloton js ;
and thus reasonable "

Mo matitution has any Fght @@ restrict
anybody's freedom af sprech oo any groond
ciher than the omes mentored in Artde 19(3).
Thms, resrrictioes casmot be i by any
ineritition jus because & & f e edumdonal
inseinution of bhecause it s boand by the
regulaiory conool of regularcey bodies, These are
laamie: exenaes dral i nit bave 3 leg 1o sand an,

‘The Supreme Coarr, In D femes Snspaul v
| ERM Eiwrsiry and Ane C3015), hael beld privare
uuniveraities 55 “seape’ hecayme they oo dlscirge
‘public funcdons® and this, sy arbitmry dicraie
Ery thein wioithd bee Bt by e B, Le, che rigin
o equalicy which inchades the righe agalng
wbimariness.

Behaming o the ks ol an mithoowricer
facing the consequences, the bw j§ crysl dear -
if hix speeci is not probecied by the Consd nadan,
iz one can or shonld defend bam. Rur when ke
speech is well within constinegions] limits, ideally,
tha Erscudon showld nog disersm. him as it weuld
nisf ol demntvane the Eacuboe bur alse result in
Lm::!mmwhmm:nmmmuwx

ahle o anract fchalars. A shudeni
hmrﬂjtﬂllmlr:pﬂ of & urdrersin
Frivany qohscatiordl ertnepronmners inuar know
that the Supreme Coir Yas had the consispent
view thar aducarien 8 1n seoopation and nit 2
bﬁm.ﬁlﬁeﬂﬂﬁamwdm
e I & vinmane Umq.ﬂlﬂﬁtﬂiﬁﬂmux
afd the uisversivy ruby signifies 4 universe of
knrafedge. 1‘..]' =

The vicve exprmvd dir Jevsona!
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pathways to higher education

week, with over 13 lakh students tak-
ing the test this vear. Now in its fourth
year, CUET is India's second-largest under-

" he Comman University Entrance Tegt
I {CUET) 2025 concluded earlier this

graduate entrance exam after the National -

Eligibility cum Entrance Test (MEET), with
over 280 universities refying on it for admis-
sions, If managed well, CUET could be Indiz"s
gateway to realising the Viksic Bharat vision

India'svision for Viksit Bharat 2047 is budt
on a bold promise: A future where young
minds drive economic growth, pow-
eTed by an-education that will coeate
real skills and jobs, With over 65%
of the population under the age of
35, the stakes are immense in edu-
cation. A key milestone on this path

dents o pursue higher ed ucation. OFf course,
increasing the GER aleo depends on the qual-
ity of higher education institutions and the
job prospects they offer, Bit In & country lke
Indin, sometimes, demand needs to be cre-
ated firstito expose the gapsin supply and
catalyse al-scale changes. Indin’s future can-
not rest of a handfial of stydents making it m
top engineering and medical cofleges.
Globally, tests like the US's Scholastic Apt-
tuche Test (SAT) for university admissions
have long simplified the process while
gnpanding access, helping skilled
talent to flow into economies.
| However, CUET must not get
reduced (o another coaching-driven
Jiurdle like the Joint Entrance
Examination [TEE) or the NEET, Ins-

is raising the Gross Enrolment Ratio | ing its essence of faimness and inclu-
{GER} in higher education from the Hemant sivity. Schools can prevent this by
present 28.4% to at feast 50% by Joshi weaving CUET |preparation into

2035, while ensuring that more
graduates are not just degree-hold-*
ers but job-ready for a rapidly evoly-
ing world

For Viksit Bharat to succeed, |
India needs a workforce equipped
with future-ready skills and not just
degrees. But with GER snuck at its
current level, milliops are still miss-
ing out on higher education, leading
to employability challenges. The
solution starts with better access,
and that is whers CUET plays an important
role, Owver the last two decades, Indla has
largely salved the issue of access to school
education. Now is the time to do the sane for
highier education and build s workforce that
is employable at scale,

CUET is reshaping college admissions,
making them Fairer and more accessible. It
plays a crucial role in helping India achieve
its goal of a 50% GER. However, for this to be
cuceessful, schools must look beyend board
exams and recognisé CUET as one of thejr
core responsibilities. along with a_ual]lj'-edua
cation, career readiness, better aftordability,
and robust infrastruciure,

But are our schools ready to go beyond
their traditional rele of preparing students
for board exams? For decades, Indian schools
nave been board-centric, Jeaving students to
depend on coaching centres for entrance
exams. CUET, a Natlonal Council of Eduea-
tional Hesearch and Tralning
(NCERT-aligned entrance cxamn availabile in
13 languages, can change that. It levels L
playing feld, giving stuent [rom a renwle
town the same shot at, say, Delhl University,
as a student from the Capital, This kind of
accessibility naturally cncournges uyore st

Maik

their mission. With the National
Testing Agency (NTA) confirming
that the syllabus for CUET 2025 will
align with thie NCERT's Class 12
framework, board and CUET prepa-
ration can merge seamlessly in the
school, This is an opportunity to
align education with students’
caresr aspirations, not just mere
E:HE.I.'IJ SO0TES, |

Imagine a school where teachers
are focusing notonly on the board
results bat also on CUET seores and under-
gradumte course enrollment. Compare this
with some of the countries, where teachers
se2 caregr guidance and higher education
discovery as their core duty, They don't just
teach, they mentor students towards univer-
sities that match their aspirations, helping
them prepare for their entrance exams and
beyond. | |

Indian schools could take a leaf out from
this book, evolving ini comprehensive
learning hubs as envisaged by the Natonal
Educatiof Policy (NEP} 220, In & country
like Indla. this step also addresses critical
concerns around equity and affordabilicy by
eliminatng dependency oh coaching centres

Ultimnadedy, this isn't just about exams: it's
shout equipping youth to lead India's rise,
wihere every classroom fuéks a furure of lnno-
mtlun._!ubs.land prosperity. And schools at
the coentre of this mavement i3 tie most ity
way thls momentum can be criated,

Hewmmae Jushi 5 e CEO of Benesse Dndi,

an edluistion ¢iderprise wad o subsidinry of
Henessy Corpiraibon, Japan Chaitieya Nokk b5 o
Fevmir temibor uf foeesse, Indio. The vews
capressed are persunnd

h.od A S
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Reimagining the classroom

CBSE mother tongue policy should be
implemented through dialogue, not diktat

AMEETA MuLLa WaTTAL

A OF MAY, the Central Bosrd of Secandary
Exiucation has relassd apposdmately 50.2c-
ademede cireilass and numerous Examing-
ton, alfitiaticn and miscellaneous docu-
menis These inckode assésment gedelines,
teacher raining programmes, sudsnt en-
rickunent activities, curricubom updates and
pelicy implementation. EBlocsiorg are niw
prappling with the labes. mandating theom-
plemmentation of mother (oegue-based in-
struction in the Frindational and pregurs-
by stages of scsaaling.

Froen the Bothan Comdamilsshon [ 64 o
1864 to the National Policy of Education
{1968, the Yashpal Committes (19531
Matianal Curricuurm Framevwork (2005, NCF)
along witl IRESCD. NCERT and mamerous
global developmental prychologists and
eyen the Mational Education Policy [2020]
have all highlighted the importance of
mither tonmue-based leaming in founds-
tiomal years {three-eight years). The NCF
2073 directed schoals to make the process
mare structared and explict, and align it
wiith global best practices.

Sevaral spudies sheow that duldven kam
bestwhen @ught ntheirhome larguage be-
cause it brings emotional seasicy and oor-
ot et S i has been angoed that
feaming in an unfaméisr language discon-
nects the child fram peal-waorld expenences,
redures dassmom participacon and often de-
Jays uraterstanding In places whene tridal Lan-
ﬂﬂﬁ"rmmmﬂﬂ_ﬂlﬁ.ﬂﬂm
ca pave theway towands [inguistic equinyand

educarional justice. This s anaspirational o
iy, but the learning eonsysten (s fragmented
I ordersnimplement itin bester and spirit, all
gtakshediders vl have tin be imvolved
Schools can maw;n&:_ia.ﬂr
surveying the bame languages of their itu-
dents, With schools mapping language groups
snd deciding o bridge programmes by allo-
cating resoumces and teachers accordingly,
parenl:tanmﬂrnninﬂxmrddﬂrthi‘m
erogeneos schools, ueng the mother ongiie
{5 niot abon enfoocing one anguage. it sabout
pribracing lnguistic pluratity and making
childrenvisile bn onderio respond throggha
e ticl stTatey; parernits have I beinformed

elaast beschvers are traimed to
teach in English or Hindi, or
their regiomal language and
English, not in pedagogical
strategies or multilingualism
Handling multiple languages
withou lesson plans can be
difficilt for them.
Assessment also offers
challenges in evaluating
learning across Linguages.,
eepecially when tools are
monolingual Teachess are
expected to manage languags
equity, ourricubam delivery
mﬂmmmmr
t‘m;ﬂj'ig‘mﬂtﬂlﬂl,ﬂl'dmﬂ
Suppart, not imposition, i=
ﬂ.twfnnl,lud,il’wm!
il isamt b become a

atrenpth, not a burden.

that both the NEF and the NCF spport addi-
tive hifingrualism with Srong ferdationd in
the home language along witls sysiematic
learming ol Erglish, Nthe modther rongue s po-
srizned as the foundation and Engleh layered
inconieually, 1wl beoome a bridge.
Armoes snoin-ecnnomic straba, Indian par-
ents see English=-medium education from
the foemdabional wars a5 the B 1o Suf0esa.
For some, mother-tongue mstrucdon {eels
regressive, Theoewill be an aspiraconal mis-
miatchs becamse the mindset behind English-
medium edicaiion has been diiven by -
o, advertisirgg and peer pressure, Teachers
wwiill b it oo i ane berween panenizl ans-
tety and palicy marsdates, without suppert
orcomeEnunity engagement.
. Trachers may themselves Tegl oves-
wihelmed by the push towards mother
e instruction, espe-
clally in heterogenecus Englixh medium
il s Aot teachiers are raned b beachin

omarage Angmpe equity, curricubum detiv-
erw and concept claribyrwithoul Frasing. ma-
terial, o time, Suppast, not mpasicon, i the
wiy forwand, ifwes want multilingsalism fo
become 3 strength, nof & buerden.

A feacher may speak the mather fongue
TMusntly but 3y not be able i explain con-
cepts pedigogically in that language. He or
she may fack scadiemicvocabulary or age-ap-
propriate phrases, They may nol doow how
rocrrate beaming materiakvar gsess leaming
irs the [anguage. Unless they are iraired o
teach the Language, the instruction will not
sucreed Panents, b, need to be made part-
iers in this transition. If |s important b2 g
thensa madmapof how childnen will e
thon in Feading and veriting Muenty & bots
their mather pongie and in Engl=h,

+ iy et boad has bese i mdiding weshoure-

ducig e biboes Planning ox
& rreaiingiial elass requires moee dme, inad-

diticn o the regular work that seachers di I
veewiani chilinen oo leam with: joyand mean-
ing then thelr seackers muost be supported
wirh empathy, tie and st The policy has
tohe a dizlegue, not adiktat

Mother iongue-based sducation is.a vi-
tal bood i ad dressing the glohal leameng ori-
sis. [n oeder fior it to sucoeed, the CRSE and
st education deparmments most move be-
yond drculars and complances fo sstemic
suppoet, or the gap befween policy and prac-
Hce vill widen.

Sitwools shoukd be given 3 bao-to-three-
year mansftion window starting with ol ex-
poswr, creatng classmam levels orangoage
mapping, developing multdingual leszon

dilferenfated sessmenls, resounce
ambd teaching akds. Oral and non-verbal
rebrics that messur conce phual understand-
ingnesd tobe created. Expenenced mudin-
gual resoute Should tonduc veorle:
shops for eackhers af foundstional yesrs
lecanese they nesed (o be parters o refam A
cofnme inerructonal langoage shoald be
chosan, while the mother inegue can be
ihiees, Iraditonal ganwes, sudio Bbvaried and
Al-driven tedirologies

Lirbaany schial s, especially in metres, are
an exarmpe of India's intermal migrabonand
cutharal phurality, Classnooms indisde cha-
dren whospeak a variety of mother tompoes
— Malayalam, Bengali, Tamil Marathi,
Kannada and others = witlin the same
leamning space ThisErgnuistic lanckcape calls
for confet-sendi byve haneling sather than a
one-sine-itg-all approach.

The pedicy has great potential butwithout
dlarity in axecution, i will becomes merely
ayemibcdic. The benefitof the mother tengusin
e Foundationad years can only be nealised
with the help of suppotive panimis and
rined teachers, whowil designfnosmenzy
a5 Ergguistic shift buka mimagining of child-
hood and learmning.

Tne WTRET AT e SO arid S B
dirrree Sdusaiion, fnneud fioerand Trening
DULF Fonsmdation Schosts and

.;5.1\1'-‘ Eehadarship Programimes

e — "~ P = I ]
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Historically, Higher Bducation, thus, has remained restrictive on the premise
of a basic inaturall axiom of inequality in individual intellectual endowment
and talent. That is, human beings of high intellectual calibre, ability and
academic inclination are born naturally to be fewer in number and are also
distributed randomly across an entire cohort of a population, irrespective of
class, caste and creed
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- BRIGHT SPOTS

literacy level of B0.9% is good news for
A’India. The Periodic Labour Force Survey
eport on literacy shows this percentage
for those seven years old and above and 79.7% for
thosefive and above. For the former group, the best
performing states are Mizoram, Lakshadweep,
Kerala, Tripura and Goa, although the New India
Literacy Programme places Goa at the top of the
list at over 97%. The report of the Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Test, which
depends on certification, found that Tamil Nadu
performed the best with 100%. while Tripura fol-
lowed closely. That makes Tripura one of the best
in the country in both literacy and foundational
education, All these states show an awareness of
the need for literacy and functional education,
suggesting firm policies and the political will
to empower the people. In the FLNAT results,
Uttarakhand, Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh
were the least successful, although even they
achieved around 85%. Himachal Pradesh,
though, had been one of the earliest states to gain
high literacy, but it is not deing so well in founda-
tonal knowledge.
But given the size of India’s population — over
1.4 billion — 80.9% literacy rate means it still has
a long way to go. Besides, there are diserepancies
in achievement that indicate socio-economic, gen-
der and regional differences. The PLFS data show
that Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan are
worst achievers in literacy and the gender liter-
acy gap there is between 16% and 20%. This is a
countrywide failure: the national average for men
is B7.2% and women's literacy is 74.6%. Girls do
well in school, yet clearly a large number of them
are not going there or being taught at home. In
rural areas, this gap is bigger. In rural Rajasthan,
for example, male literacy is 83.6% and women's
61.8%. This argues certain social attitudes that
need to change for high levels of development.
There is a difference in urban-rural literacy too,
the most acute being in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, The best-performing states
have narrower differences byt they do not dis-
appear. In Tripura, though, the gender literacy
difference is over 4%, more than the others in its
category. The spread of literacy, whether through
schools or adult classes, is obviously still not ad-
equate in rural India. But eenerally, the outlook
can be positive; India’s literacy rate seems likely

toimprove. )| g0
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US visa curbs rework India

ASIAN AGE (P-5), 07 JUNE 2025
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Students, Learn to Sweat It Out

e |
Suresh Prabhu &
Shobhit Mathur
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It’s Not How We Talk, It's What We Do

Language battles are raging in India. But they are irrelevant when it comes to what
the country needs: an enabling environment to stop migration of talent

Anjana Wenon

Hengaloru, India‘s tech capdial iz
siddendy in comshat rmods — a poor 1t
for & cily ko for i3 aseygolng, Ol
erpdly mature Langpaage BEs bcome 3
fashpoing hebween locals and the city's
Erawing popnlatlcn of nEwsomers
Locals want non-Eannada spsakerd (o &lopl the
Tanguags, Treabls ks, with one of the fastest growing
migrant populations af any ity ey might win the
baiile bt loss the wir. These pyrrhio victories de Littls
tr improve what truly mattess: Bengslaru's increa
singly woedial Infrastrociure, to begin with,
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e peen hipringan brafecosareation with s costinmer 11
Tengaluriz, Who mslsted she spesk in Kanande. The
exasperated monagsr, i doabe p migrant, sl she 407
know the benguage and therefons repcrbed bo Hindi, Tt
than boeorrean wgly fecs-off st language and ety
iy vkt e 3 eave hoen resalved wsing Gongle Trnslabe
arean# loeal calleagae whospoke thelapgnage

Instead, it begamo fodder for i}:;:-]mm;ms and
palabriting, with everyone weighing in on a languags
batle masked as ocal pride, Franch socialogist Plerre
Bewrdioy called langusgs A form of crltural caplial -
minstery gives you accass to power, privilegs, balongmg
anif oppeormumir

hﬂa, li._-:s;mnm of stains hodird mee-u-m_r 51l va]
by & sense of Indianness than by language, English, for
decades denoind access and privilege, Bt n the oew
aspirational Indin, the real capinl is idess and
apnibltian, Languags 13 5 pateway toapportumity butnot
thee anly ane.

ST, Banguage 0s & means of power contnuss K
dominatn discourse. One of the more Sriking gnifs

e B N = mm B B o as

under the corrent adminis tration ot the Cenire has boen
the repositioning of Englishas the languageof & ~|iberal
and irmelovant plite”™, Poser speaks i Hindi, romses tho
natlonal spirid, and b5 belng suggesind pe the Bngoags
Lbeit ol T il ool T L e,

ForFandined s of millioneal Irnd5aes, whedonol el
o e counfcy s mest populous state, UP speakicg n FlindS
can be as rustrating as asking o non-
Eanesdlgn tospeak Goent Hanmaida,

O angnags powar phay both al
the natdonal and Jocal level, bas o
{aka & stop hack borase what leeps
e froi Dedng world-class &5 not car
lingizisticdbnersily

[t matiers whirlkes o
live in Kerala, which ranks highest
mn i devalopnsent goal
[mdieas, or in Bihar ot e bolton of
the rurg a5 a Biamara or sick state,
The real lmummmm face. are
polspsingroadsand bridges, mounds
of gparbage o mites, sruggling
minmicipatitles and focded bomes
alier st afew houss of raln.

It B iexic air M'!- making
clilpens a5k, tha disenchantrmers
willy putilic schocls, apd overshel
ped healfhearn sy=teme Thal desmrve
siome of our e ared attention. I's
sh bcdr of ressearchand develogment Ly oy wihsesities
amdl poot akill developenent ammmgyouth thel are eiling
frastrobionand drivingemigeation..

mmmmwmmmuhﬂm-
not hecauss they et (v chanos bo gpaak o foreign
langaags eloqnanty, bl becsuse they Eni scoaes o
eapital. clonn xir and decent pubillc schools for thels
chrlidren. In thoss phaces - Google, Apple, and even &

Jotms Hopitlns or Cornell and sthers - thrvw & ftham ke
pesnarmas thiay nesd {0 irmovnte and excel.

Evemntually, it alladdsup, providing aneevironment
sl helps themm thrive.

In thae g of Bergatura toa, 1's the dbversity of the
population thathasmaide 1) Indla s vitrant techcapdial.
Moy of ibs storied stact-ugs hase Tesn foaanded ey nam-
Tocals whose basinsss e b seaked gl
grown becaose ihey hees enaliiadd
from pacple and capital Fram not just
other parisof ks hut mverseasas well,
Somea of The mosd iyrambe ciies in
the warld irs bepellclaries of larps

Immigront  popalations  which

being tnaly owm drive oed sirwhal

sitills bo Fhe lakde, be that London,
Mlew York or Singapore,
Some ol the workl's most sucoesfil
rompandes have purpssefndby hired for
dSwersily bacance It caales conabucivg
oresbive coedlbct anid boealithroughs. A=
|langasge bech  modwes,  translatice
tarriers will soom fade, Lan guags won't
gvarwhedmEngly deberming il shil ity
Ioadvanee - and it shoukdn't.

By limirire our workd do fust thoss
wha speak car languags, we're robling
clarsRles of The chancs bo do better: Tha
ihing we resd fo Eght is the Bight of
human talent Some inthe political class may ges valua in
wpdniting kinguistic divides. Bt weelict them io delives
erter pahli: goods mﬂm.hﬁtmmldi.mﬂmL

Ohar differences - anpuage, caste, redighon - are real.
Buk they must not beoome toods 1o dlstrsct us. The prize
waehould keepoarmyes o s a beiter qualityof s for all

T LT (5avE A LTADE o s satirisal

oot “Thie Malian M‘mﬂr“ 3/

& =it e oy
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A Joseph Dovairaj

lﬂ Theosraris, So-
crates falks abeut
g maieutle meth-
ool He tells Theaste-
a8, his interlocusnrs
my skill of midwifery iz, fin
peneral, simlilar in charge-
= (2 'Ih:mﬂﬂ'r:dl.ﬁ\u]_ :
B freabest Al
SH.U is I:I:l..rl:lsa'lgale|:|;|1.:I.-r.I3|I
i EVETY Mespect, wihsther
ﬂ:l:'[lm.llln-l'l'.'hn}mlgrm
is bringing forth an (mage
amd a llg, of something ge-
nuing lm.d e Now, 1 do
have this in common with
the female mddwives: |
bring o birth ne wisdom.
And many people re
peoach me for this, smce |
=k -plulmna of athers
uhile | myseli prodaim
nothing aboui anyrhing..."
The Socrarle method i3
based an the metaphor of
; “‘midwife’ whi u:‘;es I:bﬂé;
eliver anything, bar a
asises im the delivery of the
child. Secrabes comipares
bimself 1o p midwile wha,
by asking probing ques-
tivos, enabdes the wouth of
Athers “deliver cight
answers. All he did was o
ask his fnterdocutars a se-
ties of inter-coonectsd
fuestipns that ehcited the
right response from them.

Hedrock of education
(s Ganing is an art and a
ikl To motbvale the she-
ders o ask the right ques:
tioms and, more ImgorLant-
By, b hedp them cultivace 3
questipning mind couplad
with a seeprical rempers-
menl are the bedrock of
any educatinnal system. [
dassrooms  where there
e no questions, there is
anily passivicy and ifprma-
s .|'n|
s

don is consumed meckard-
cally, In such a dodle emd-
Imumem, hardiy
eaImng takis
Fothy the :efm

and thee coliure 1o question
are sarely mEssing i our
stiruions, A & resuli, the
peacher poes wnchallengsd
and  what  hedshe Pt
across i€ rarely critiqued.
What i prescribed in the
cusricials and presented in
texthocks & coceumed im-
phicitly by naive ménds. n
the final anadysss, our she
denis acquire degrees and
diplomas bt can bhardly
think and sift facts from
apinions, and look at dee

R

HINDU (P-5), 09 JUNE 2025

The art and skill of

uestioning

Why students shnuld be encouraged
to not take anything for granted and
think critically

wurld fritically
The key mandare of
ldher educationall instin-
ioas 18 1o train sudents io
think criically  They
should be akle ta analyse
- amdl [merpret data and ar-
rive al evidencetased cog-
clusioms. Puf defferemtly,
colleges ard universiches
should  encourage  thelr
students 1o question just
o
nok anythisg

for granbed.

ol leames anad solutions
Wihar [achors im fues
Lianing i our Spoomms?
First, fedcheis da not en

&

fomrage their studenes by
raise questions, a8 (wey are
ina hurry bo ‘romplets’ the
aylabus.  Cuestions  are
cotmidered p digresdion
aed wuste of tme, Second,
gudents are afrald of as-
ing questions for fear of fi-
buare. The spectra of raising
4 slly, lnane or wrang
fquestion leads o shame
and this fear and diffidence
beakds them back from rais-
ing questions Inside class-
rocems, Third, our culture
and traditiors demand ag
implicit obedbence o e
rus and this, Endirecty, fr
bids all of s, from chak
lenging teachers and their

authority, Fourth, in
insFuGans :hud:uumtﬂ
N competent 1o rajse
questions  im Englizh,
which i the medium of in-
snaction.  Last, same
teachers are intmibdared
by those who mise ques-
tions and gee them as a5 al
fremt to Cheir authoriny,
Wihar can be dane 1o sn-
courage shadents o ask
questan? First, teachens
sl be Friends and men.

shart sy, the teacher cin
sk, “Howy do wou thisd e
stocy will epd?™ In A Maths
dass, students can be eg-
ovisraged to guess the se-
quence of a formula
Third, a climate of debats
should be created so that
shedeniiz are pol redisced
1o docle consamers ol in-
formeiton dished our 1o
them, and are are trained
£ becoms ‘intécrogatars’
who will be endowed with

&  questoning rru,nd
shaald not be imterpressd
a5 challengirg the teach:
ers' amhority, Mar shouald
it b= zeen 55 being exces-
svely argumentative in-
dulging in empty thetaric.
In otbwer words, a question-
mg individual should nog
bthﬁll!dlmﬂnmaneg::

£ tive person who gets on the

nerves af peaple,

The roos sysvem of [eam-
ing, which meduces am-
dents b0 passive comsum-
erg, dhould be thaoowm aur

" E In i place, 2 mobust sy
@ tem foumded on the Socrars

ic maleuric systam thar re

volves around questicens
should be welcamed. Uld-

marely, there shoudd be g
mamsiton  from  raising
gaeitons  inside casse
Toofns b transforming shy-
denis it sceptics and dis:
spmbers who will nat only
malss guestions but will
heve a questioning mind as
well, Similar o the Carte-
Siln pronouncement, -
dents shoubd be able 1o de-
dare intarrogn, e sum
I questhon, therefore, |
am®),

Teg writor s an Samites Profasar,
priiegram Rl nviraie
Dvmragdba-2e L 1y Cirad

S
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Why defending Harvard is
defendingfree thought

B = P | } v N
SHEJ.E'I'WM
FORMER Fﬂmﬂ FFIH.I'lELWFlE:EIT'I"
| 2 HAT unfolded at
% /8 Harvard's com-
?. | mencement a few
‘;' Y./ days ago was an

‘; acl of defiance, a
mnmﬁnt of intellectual resilience
against the creeping resurgence of
authoritadan impulse, as expressed
by Harvard's President Alan Gar-
ber, when he underscored the
transnational character of the uni-
versity's student body. Similarly, at
MIT's commencement ceremaony,
the Indian student, Megha Vermun,
Class of 2025 president, delivered
an unsanctioned pro-Palestine
speech that criticised the universi-
ty's ties with the Israeli military.
Harvard, on that day, steod for its
graduates as also for the principle
that knowledge muUST TEMA&AID
unshackled and anchored not in
As families gathered to recog-
nise excellence, across the Charles
River, a federal courtroom was
hearing a case that struck at the
heart of 1S education. The Trump
administration had attempted to
bar Harvard from enrolling inter-
national students. This was not an
immigration matter; it was a
weaponisation of bureaucracy to
castigate ideological defiance and
discipline elite academic institu-

Hons into doctrinal alipnment with
an ethno-nationalist agenda. A
Judge’s intervention to rescind
this policy was not a victory but a
grave admonition that the execu-
tive branch no longer sees the uni-
versity as a public good. It views it
as a political opponent.

The assault on Harvard is part of a
larger dangerous campaign (o
remake UUS higher sducation in the
image of nght-wing populism. The
Trump administration escalated its
offensive by reimposing visa restric-
tions and scrutinising research
funding and alleged foreign “influ-
ence’. Couched in the language of
national security, this project seeks
o dismantle the intellectual infra-
structure that sustains critique, cos-
mopolitanism and dissent.

MNowhere is this clearer than in
the emergence of a simister initia-
tive known as Project Esther, a Her-
itage Foundation-backed effort to
delegitimise and dismantle left-
leaning academic and civil society
institutions. While Palestine soli-
darity is the stated target, by con-
flating anti-Zionism with anti-
sernitism and political critique with

The university is one of
the few institutions
where power can still be
interrogated and
dissent formulated
with intellectual rigour

terrorism, the project seeks to erase
the space for adversarial thinking
within academia and beyond.

The playbook iz global. In India,
a decade has gone by undoing aca-
demic independence. Campuses
have been vilified as "anti-nation-
al,' students criminalised and
incarcerated and humanities slow-
ly defunded to erode critical
thought. These governments
share a common strategy of reduc-
ing the university to an extension
of the state, strip it of its critical
capacities and recast it as a vehicle
for mythological nationalism.

History offers erminous parallels of
the McCarthy era{1940s-1954), when
schiolars were blacklisted for their
affijiations, their writings, or even
their silence. Disciplines dealing
with social justice, labour or imperi-
alism were putted Thday's tactics
may be more bureaucratic and legal-
istic, but their aim is the same.

It is essential 1o recognise that
the university iz one of the few
institutions where power can still
be interrogated, where dissent can
gtill be formulated with intellectu-
al rigour and where counter-hege-
monic thought can take root,
where alternative futures can be
imagined and where solidarities
beyond the confines of the nation-
state can be forged.

Defending a university today, is
therefore, of safeguarding a space
where knowledge is not bought, or
coerced, or bent to power. It is a
refusal to let political regimes
rewrite curricula, censor dissent
and undermine the life of the
mind. The future of intellectual
freedom depends on our ability to
resist these incursions. w fa fa

e
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“Gender gap

RANJAN KUMAR
PADMAFATI

ender-hased digital gap refers fo
inepuakitis imaceess 50 and ese of
cEgitail eechoclogies. Wemen [ag
Behind o most dewelapment in-
dicatars, mddodmg undaments
numaracy and litersce With progress in the
Seld of digstisrhion I science, engineesg,
eechniogy and commerce eig,, anew kind
af e-literacy mmficilar Bas amerged, dow
lenerem as digitzd literacy: Bt i playing a cru-
caal zofe m the modem wicd i every walk
oif life, like hamdcng, the Bealth sector, sndal
platiormns, education, marketing, business,
tourism, and indusmies e, Tevolutionis-
ing the whale cancept. -
Seeking emgloyment in todey’s work o=
| vEooment, people discover Bt the digital
comnpesenl of presoni-tay jola s mores than
1%, The greater the digital skill, the greal-
& ke emnployinent oppociurity and pag
Hence, advancerment in digital litecacy
among femal s will ultimatily [ead oo wom-
en's empowerment, The World Economae
Forum mentions et Informagion and Com-
muzncatn Techpology (ICT) is réckoned
a8 the fundamental skill for the 2last-ceniu-
ry job envirsiment. To empower women
financially in the modern warld, i wold
predominantly depend on the level of dig-
ital competency. i
Globally, 70% of men use the mienmd
compared b0 65% nfwomes, and 2.4 billicn
gicis and womenrare sl afffiee. T Tnca,
15% of women use (e intemet campared
to 35% cfmeen, In Least Developed Comn-
irtes (LDCE), cnly 19%-af wamen use the
intermet compared to BE% in, developed
eoemitries, In 2024, i LD pations, 20% of
wcnunmﬂremb:ml:tn:ﬂqn!l!mﬂ%
of mes, En Indis, the most comimon devics,
a smartphone, s used by 31% of woamen
only, agsinss -60% of men. Glohal digal

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 10 JUNE 2025

in digital literacy

| Bridging this gap is crucial to empower women and address the needs
of an increasingly Al-driven and technology-focused job market.

gender gaps can broadly be chssified un-
der tine Toll wing sbheadings: (0 A gapin
Atoess toand e of tee mmemet; (T} A gEp
im digital =kilia and the sse of dipital tooks;
(il A gap i particpertion i science, teche
niolngy, engineering, and mache finkis; {77
A gap in technical sector leadership and
entrepreneurahip at higher bevels Dighsl
pervder divides exist both in skill imd -
cessihilitg

[= the ITL the broad-lased digeal shalls
in the hisrarchy from Sottam (o top level
can be sumnsnssd i8 below — (a) Basic
skills 22 the boftoan: copy or move a Gle.ar
fioddier, e ooy aed pastn tooks ta dupli-
cate ar move mformakos wethio a doco-
ment, send e-mails with attached files or
documents; (b) Intermediate sl inchede
uging basic arithmetic formalae in a
spreadsheet, connectng &nd Installing
new devices, finding, downloading, install-
ing, and corhiguiing aoftware, and trazs-
ferring files between a computer and oth-
e devices; (&) Advanced skills, ot the top
o thie hierarchy, include writing a coompu-

" ter programme ueng 4-specilised pro-

gremming lenguige, ;

T be dgitally liberate | the simpiess
ierms, the ghowe ning beadings are the in-
dicators, The gender gapn digital Becacy
inpresses with the comysleaty of siills from
the bobtorm 6o tap bevel in the hemrchy.

" " “The gap is notably yisible Fom the low-

est prodciency level, such a5 wiing a mo-
bile phuse, to Ehe most admanced skills ke

_oodng compater saftware to support the

analysis of large data sels: The gender gaps
amecnig dhe three differest stages of the
abave siills are 45 ollows - in hasic skills,
£.7%: intermediace, 74%; and advanced
sipllls, 9.8%, (ther usml farrers are af-
fardability, woenen's fundansenlal liberacy

and msreracy (Inda TAE), moame inegual-

ity anet social stigmas. Fimancial onstrint
are recogrased 23 the el comamon and
dominant case of macces sibility bo the in-
teermet amd teming 3 sasrt device. Sereeys
showe that T1% of adnlescent guls 45 not
ouma mohile phyme as ey cannot afand it
in [ndis. In the LSA, individuads watl eas
ths 330, 0600 e aomie feer vear and less tan
A high school sducation bave the owess
acveas ty (he imternel.

Accordiog to the Migstry of Scomwe
Tochnoiogy in [ndia, 14% of women work as
ETEM professcnsl &, and wemen represent
ooy 3% n ETEM edocation. As mrents
corsider STEM aducation to be expénsive,
reducing comching bosts arid inibiating schel-
arahips for girls and seat reservations winikd
encourige Beir spmolmeet, In Sibean Val-
lex, recnaibers report that the applicmt poci
it pegiwcal jote in Al and data schenos is
aften bess than 1% mnoeg females—a huge
Jiap! Across Indem states, the prevakace of
uneven sccess o digal devices = referind
in e following data; §6.4% of adnlescent
il s ooy easy aecess b digntalienobile de.
wices in Hamstsio; West Bengal 15 4%
whéreas Flarparas stands Jowesst al 3.3%, (nl-
lowwadd Ty Asmam at 3.04%,

There is also 2 g@ap o 20cess Lo digital
devices between bove and giets 33 undern
in A, i1 s BE.T% hoys ! 17.8% girds;
Mahsrrshirs, 59.1%, 6.9%. Scuthem stahes
fame better than otbers: Telingem shows
thee Pivwesst Esspearity & S boya  14% grla
and Tamsl Nadu, 526% [ HA%, I::@:._' 2
skills are a prereguste b mmaking oplees

mse of digital bechnology, Karnarska, Wt

Bemgal, and Maharashira pronade 8 much
bether digital-tech smvironment 8 coleg-
s and schools, Assaen stands al the bulbom
of e rung a2 $3%. {Thgital Environment

Focum) o

Worldwide, wamen are cricaly under.
represented in AT skills: in software devel-
opment, 8% [ 15%; Al dala processing,
B1% / 10%; Al clood applications, 0% /
20 applied mocking beaming, 779, 23%:
denp |esming, T6% 24 yenecative lear-
ing, G9% [ 1% (Forbes, November 11,
20240, Tovelost the gap, edocationl instiy-
tinns must infegrate Al Hiesacy into the
core cusrcalum sEerting in high school
Engaging girls with STEM sutgects early
# crcial; waibng ikl college may be too
fate, an suggested by some experts in the
teded [meke's compent requerement m Al 1
mellion a5 will reguine advanced degrees
in VILAT design (Very Large Scale Iotegra-
biom, mnd semicondecion lechaalogy et
The fermale workforce is 25% in the semi-
cofdactor indastry in Indiz, expectsd to
o o 3655 by 2030 [ndia’s sexmi cordhae-
Enr induatry wall grow to S100-114 biimon,
with sicrreckeing demand fioc s emécondac-
tor poslessionals, prised to genarste 1 mil-
linr o more jobs by 2024,

.I’I._i the momend, Iedkis produces 6,00,000
fngimeering graduaces (o elacisonics-re-
Bted Gelds, The Skilled Manpiwer Ad-
vanced Rasearch and Traiming Institure,
Calicut, targefs training 100,000 engi-
GeeTs Willn five years, The Tata semi-
EOmHluctor project at Jagircad, targeting 48
mallion, chips & day, will genarate 15,00
direct jobs and 13,000 inditect jobe. Kot
anly fesnales bt alao hoys may venture
Nt t:ch semicondactor coupses approved
by the AICTE at tifferpnt inatisstions in
etz 1o gvail the Upeoming empl

f : cyment
GppGetanities, 'Er:_gmegring colleges in
Amam may slso realign their EirTicRi
acordingly:

(Theho i  reived Doy gL
e
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“Healthy eating: Start
attheschools

The decision of the Central Board of Secondary
i

Education (CBSE) to establish sugar boards in all

lﬂaﬂi_liﬂtﬁdschmlsis a good step that promotes
healthy eating among children. The CBSE has direct-
ed about 26,000 schools to display boards in their
premises that will tell the students about the dangers of
sugar-heavydietsand the benefits of good eating, Thisis
atimelymove whenviewed along withreports ofincreas-
mgi:l‘mdence ofdiabetes among children in the country,
India, known asthe diabetes capital, has over 25%of the
world's patients. Tt is a serious health erisis that calls for
strategies to reduce the burden and to ensure that the
future generations do not add to this burden.

Studies have reported an increasing prevalence of
obesity and Type 2 diabetes among children, particular-
ly among adolescent girls and boys, Abour 12.5 million
children aged between 5 and 19 years were obese in
2022, About 12% of the girls and over 8% of the boys in
the adolescent age group were found to be affected by
diabetes. Unhealthy food hasbeen cited asanimportant
reason and the CBSE has done well
totakealeadinaddressing the issue.
Among the proposed communica- ST 0
tion points are the recommended
daily sugar intake and the health R4l harmiful :
risks associated with a high intake. BSTTETE( 1]
The students will also be informed
of the sugar content in snacks and presenta
beverages that are commonly con- @i T {111
sumed. This will give the children :
a good idea of the advantages and Camipaigh
disadvantages of their food choie-  J00 [
es. Children are good leamers and -
smart, creative communication of
these themes can have a positive influence on their
habits.

Information shared about the food choices should
also be backed with action, School canteens must
ensure that only healthy food is served to the students.
Teachers have a major role to play in popularising the
idea among children; parents must also be made part
of the campaign. These information boards should
be prominently displayed on multiple locadons in the
school campuses to ensure that the message reaches
all the students. Other school boards and government
sehools need toadopt the idea of healthy eating and find
ways 1o communicate it tEf children L'hruugh multiple,
innovative channels. We live in a consumerist society
where fast food has been celebrated and presented to
children and adults as an ideal, convenient choice, [t is
also important that the prometion of fast food is coun-
tered with dataand factsthatare presented in creative,
easjly compr ehended campaigns. @.[.{xp{m P

S .
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”

Not Just Spaced-Out
Make Science Go Pop

If all things go space-shipshape, Shubhanshu Shukla will
script history later this week as the second Indian to go to spa-
ce. 41 years after Rakesh Sharma’s 1984 mission as part of the
Soviet Interkosmos programme, Shukla’s Axiom Mission-4 jo-
urney to International Space Station (ISS)hasreignited public
interest in science and space. This is an ideal moment to chan-
nel that curiosity and excitement, and turn it into a full-blown
trend. Making science exciting — more ‘geeky’ less ‘sylla-
bus-y’—is key to building generational ‘STEM cells’. The new-
ly revamped Hall of Nuclear Power at Delhi’s National Science
Centre, for instance, uses motion sensors, Al exhibits, 3D
walkthroughs and interactive games to make complex ideas
cool. India has only 26 science museums, a
scandalous number for a country of its si-
ze. It’snot just numbers. Sci-zones must be
more interactive, immersive, seductive,

Some progress is visible. Gol-funded Na-
woamy tional Council of Science Museums
53 (NCSM) is building science cities, digital
¥=2 planetariums and innovation hubs. But
pace and focus need to quicken. States, too, must step up, ex-
panding and modernising science cons and fests. Models such
as the EuroScience Open Forum'’s ‘Science in the City’ offer
valuable lessons in decentralising and democratising science
communication. Not to mention well-produced, well-narra-
ted science shows on streaming and cable TV that focus more
on science than on Indinn science per se.

Pop science must thrive in dynamic public spaces, segueing in-
to incubation centres and knowledge zones. Both brick-and-mor-
tar and online modes should nudge youngsters towards the she-
er thrill of ‘knowing-doing’ science. That way, we can have more
Shubhanshu Shuklas sent off ‘up there’ from g:frﬁm backyard.
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The illiberal liberal arts

The debate on making universities expansive and tolerant should cast a wider net
beyond the founders and administrators of one private institution
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India’s skilled workforce can power the ageing world
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e wulfarn,
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~ GAPS REMAIN

ndia has achieved pear-universal primary
I schoal enrolment, according to UNESCO's
Global Education Monitoring Report 2(24-25
released recently. But this means little because
the same report also shows that the country, along
with many others, continues to grapple with poor
learm_ng outcomes. The GEMR found that 73%
of children in developing countries are unabje
to read and comprehend a simple text by the age
of 10 — a stark indicator of the growing gap be-
tween access to education and quality learning.
This chasm is also borne out by the findings of
the Annual State of Education Report 2024 which
showed that in India, only 27.1% of Class I and
48.8% of Class V students areable to read a Class I
text. The role of well-trained teachers in sufficient
numbers in affecting learning outcomes is an
oft-highlighted fact. But the GEMR stands out for
underlining an aspect that often goes overlooked
when it comes to discussions on learning out-
comes: leadership. The principal of a school has a
significant role to play when it comes to ensuring
how studE{lts are taught and how much of the les-
sons they dre retaining. It is worrying, then, that
the GEMR revealed that the processes for select-
ing and preparing school principals lack coher-
ence. In numerous cases, individuals are appoint-
ed to leadership roles based on length of service or
bureancratic credentials — West Bengal was cited
as an example for this poor practice — rather than
on evidence of leadership skills. A survey cited
In the GEMR also shows that Indian principals
are burdened with responsibilities such as data
reporting, coordinating mid-day meals and so on,
leaving them little time for academic leadership or
mentoring teachers. Additionally, the GEMR also
raised a red flag when it comes to skewed pender
representation in leadership roles, leading to une-
gual learning outcomes for girls and boys.,

India i among the 31% of countries that lack
formal induction systems for school principals.
Perhaps it could take a leaf out of the books of
Bangladesh and Vietnam, which have improved
legrning outcomes by introducing struchured
reforms in principal recruitment, training, and
decentralised school governance. For all its stat-
ed goals at the level of policy — the National
Education Policy is an example — primary edu-
egtion remains an area of coneern. Ameliorative
steps must be lakar! urgently for a study suggests
that a child’s Inabifity to learn starts a viclows

of widespread disillusionment among stu-
dents, parents and teachers. Breaking this vicious
cycle requires effective interventions to improve
the standards of primary education. —g=\ Jyp/ie
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New research is offering
a pathvay to penetic
optimisation, allowing
parents to select not only
healthier babies but alsn
the human feamures they
want India must take
the bead in research and
set much-needed ethical
benchmarks.

he Mururd of human
reproductan and peneric
dizign bz noceberating
[asizs than most people
undersiamd, driven not by
nuisenal debabes or imer-
national sccards, buk by mbneare
sturtups, Dlolech [myvemors, and quis
hreakthioughs in lenllicy clinies
Mucleus Genaemics recenty umeled
Muckus Embryo, & genetc seneening
pEa e that allows
EAEE B0 RESESS W Lo 20 e b for
miore tham 900 conditord and Wi
These mclude not only polygenic risi
szores for disesses such ks cafcer
and Alzhelmer's but also woits such
ax intalligence, height, and anxieiy
In shet, @t offers a pathvay Ls
RENEH Dpimisrtom — PaT-
enis 10 s2lect nol enly healthies
babéas kad the human fesrores they
wank ;
COrchid, another LS sarup, pio-
weered Full-genome ssquencing of
IVF emibryos for disease screming,
Once cechoshve o the sitrm-wealthy,

HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 11 JUNE 2025

Engineering humanity
& where to draw a line

‘Urchisd’s services are rapidly tssoom-
ing more affordalle, polating 1o w
Tunire wihere embines siiection could
becsms 4 standard seep i family
plznming far Both tee mbddie gnd
CED Brisn Amhrinong: Koo
r 5 . knimm
backing radical bistech vennunes, be
snnounced plans to bsch o US
compaRy that would go beyesd
salection (Mo esbrye editing.
Thanks i recent advasces in base
edinng. i is noe possibie i -
alker individenl DMA bethers i
wigh high precislon rewrin
Ing, fuihar than merely
reading chie oo e & il
The commerclal race

soecalled superhumans, Witksut

iniematiceal sandarss wad ethics)

paardoalls, wicdedked ambitom s

lﬂgmtmm:.'-:.n P risks for all
{humasiry,

Iedin must pay dlade abeaiion 1c
has already miroeed reproductig
Iechmodegy: rasiund machines
measl f= neta) health moninoring
were wi ripurpaind [or sex
selection, In Haryana, the sex ratoa
birth bas declined o 80 girls for
ey | 000 boys, In & asclety
shi Iy casie, colourism,
and academis gewssure,
penenditing could sy be

I3 #nifesch me-
quality under the banner af

Inuwd.l:;?-r-ﬂ-nh-b' Vivek " betier Rabomes’
nierspa Short Palin- Bl o tham vigHance,
Wadbwa  prgia st lesd. With &

dromic Repeats [CRISPE]
huabvkes has begun - aed this
Is something [ have boog
hidn Dotk excited amd terrified
aboek Bxa 2007 Wach: Pt w1l
che, [azked: “Human editing has jusi:
Tecum possible. Are wie ready By
the consequences?” | warnad that
CRIZPR had made emburyo editing
kel ly Neilde, bt Bal s
syt prepared lor the maral fal
o | v woadid drEs roem

wenling dseas in ‘var chil-
dren “'th#rmubm.
While the ghelsa Al

dedp-ronted reditlons of
spirituaksm, karma and el
ks, wrel eewpeet far hirman dignity, i
ks nnigesly ioned 1o ofler the
moral |eadership chis  momeni
deminds. 18 scientific community is
wpid-class, sad i3 wack record —
frem gendric medicine 1o vaccing
Egaiy — sBowe || can palr mmovs
mion with ompassion.,

The cancerns exiend [ar beyend
reproduction. Gene-edited CTops
ceuld marginalise smia® Birmers

tetaies ethibes and Chilrsi I8
rucing whead wilh lew restrainis.
Chimese seienilses are editing (e
s of anlmaks — and Even hoaman
ey — st only o resl | se s
el [0 EnBance Trdls Bl as el
genee and sirengih. Their gosl
appears 16 be 188 CrEation of

[k 1 el are coammolied by
large corporatans. CRESPR-based
I:hﬂl.!:llﬂ.l.hﬂ.dj oosting marn: [han
S50 [ the Wesi. could deepen
biologisl iesqualig. Bvan gene
drives, o ellmines: Gseases
sueh mx rix, ool thremien dell-
e erogwsiems ke the Sumsdirbans

IF raet. Srpalaisd with are,

Firar, azeelerain research. Unives-
Eitii and putdc iracitagions shoukd
parnier wich sscplly responsible
wu#:.mmmuu experi-

gene iditing. syrhedc big
sl bloehics. This ml.hhnnrimh:-uu
L nra oa i with the
pubbc Inrerest amd sooted in ledips
values rather than impaned priog-
e

Secninedl, Bocess il e aquitahle,
Iredis higs dene this befare with We-
ERIng Reneri dnsgs and can do this
aguin cfunding wred subsidies
must ifague CRESPR theraples resch
) and mial G miMering
iﬁhl.u permtic diserders e Byl

Third the anoee repulainn frame
whork needs 1o b wpdeted bozause
wxisting bioteck laws predace
CHISFE. A NS STUCDLNE, S0-Ered il
wyith gl enniinis, erhledaiy, el sesduty,
nd padenis, must defing what &
wlicrwiad, wehiac ks ol mibkes, and haow
e et will Fesoziinn, Rosal en page-
mient wich cha pellie, s just op-

il

‘AR

W'z nur benoe s rare Hunity inprove thit scien fif: progrss and
miral £l ey e s bt the witediow B narrw u:.ll':rnza:.'n:-::
Tolead nespensdsty, Indla mus acr  dewn mandates, will be easaniiial
uf four froars Fourth, Irsdis mogss bead globally,

Ag i did in championdag alfordahie
wancires, lean help diape Inesns-
tisnal nomns for geastde ecleace,
‘oaredng reoa-milical trak selerriag,
fegiilating gene drives, and insisting
2N Tarspedenry kad aeociinimbEicy.
India mn st the sthical benchmark.
rt mreerely Bollow It

Ve now have & e opportuninrio
porave kit gclentilic progress and
mioral claricy can coexis, Bul ihe
witwbinw b marrow, W cannor nely oo
Sehoon Valey, where prafll & (he
oy e metric of sucoess, nar o0
China, where Ecace 2aniral aml
repressmn define sciendfic smbitoa.
Bz pachs risk hmaniny inig
ez pyrrean ivrri iy, The world needs
a third wiy, roated in spirinl vl
e, eihical readaning, s tha bellel
Enpr Echnoiogy e seree the many,
o Juisn thie porwerTol, srd dhlbs bk
rele Ineffe mus play,

Fivek Wt ir RO, Food
Dieaisies, The sbans dag vl
AFg T
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Skilling

RAFEEW

ndia's asrospace mansiac-

ring sector stands at an

o0 podit, paised for

grirwrth driven by the

ol civil aviation boam and

the grrermment's Make in India

Fﬂhmhﬂd:shmrgmli#m
2ETUSPACE CODEYEIRM,

With anestimated order baok
of over 570 billion for the next
decade, India is a key driver of
growth in the global passenges

uamhteﬂdslnm manufacTie-
ing gaine Howesver, due perais-
tent shortage of skilled talent is

ing asthe bigpest ohstacle

| Timnited al of thesr akilla
| wich the mmﬂfnmu

| cpies professionalswhonoto
| hawe general engineering
Tt are alse well-versed m sero-
space glandards such as ASE100
qquaiity munagemenl, AEmgent
I tolerances, and acrospace ma-
| terial pechnologies. The gap
| e indostsy PeCpilne menis
andmlentreadinssundersoores
| the erifical need for focuced siofl
.ip.u&npmsn.nﬂu-am
Seevral fecnn: contribione m
thse talent pap. Firss, the miche
nature af m-m;n-:&_i:‘u:ll.ﬂ-
try mezns few ackdemic pro-
nrvocrtioend raning aligned
| with indusTy needs. Second,
the rapid gace of techoology
| evolutinn lemves rany engineers
without Ex0srs ﬂm',,nl..;j;
manidReruring bechnigs
as additive marufacmring and
aurination Thicd, the retention
of ghilled talent is p challenge, a5

forn

%
:
8

ol nf resounoes.

Acooring to industry esti-
imnates, ndias acrospacd man-
whrcturing sectur is expected o
peach avaluaron of arpuesd $70
balon oy 2030, T this
growih, &n additi A0
mmummhhdlmmﬂl

domn expertiss will
o
enac: Policy el
e Fiags skill shortage a5 ey botthe
.-,n;-l: [z ieelines plans o develop
prarks with dedigaped

skill ﬁuel:aprrhrrrl pefviTes ond

gnooumges participation from
| pramt-usges and BTERTESs nneur-

DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 12 JUNE 2025

India

for the skies

ing the talent pipelines.

Diespite the proliferation of
Siginesring SrvEys
shanw thiat fewer 0% of
programmes inclode aerospacs
menufactaring fundameneals in
their siflabl. Moreover, oppar-

tumities for eq-the-job training
remainlimited duetoalackofex-

BETOEPA0E
techalogies, These gaps result
in higher trafnimg cosss, dilayed
produc develapment, and re
ﬁlﬂﬂdmm

Tio address this, several com-
panies have adopred proac-
tive approaches — ivestng in
inchmase trainimg, collabarat-
img with techmical instinstes
and launching apprenticeship
programmes. These effarts
are profmising but remain scat:

¢ tered and insuffickent in scale,
+ To become a major

i 15 o, 1

Bnowimperativebor the =
memtoact asaforcen ini

Cime of the core strategios
slaonlid b 1o deemlop specaised
training acadense: within aer
cEpEce manif clusters.
With mmphmm-on
training, these amademies will
have o miegrate theory with
Fve marmifacturing cxperience
1irhelporeate a pipeline of engi-
neers ard techmicians resdy
corribame from day one,

Governmient institohons and
industry associations ehould col-
Ishorate to design um
#nd certification programmes
tailored o the Rerspace marm-
fachuring, sedtor Gonhig peeds,
This approach sheulbd aim o
buald & 2360 base that i3 akgned

anrually.  creatinga talemt pipeline,

with international nerospace
quealify and ebety seanid ards,
hmudelumutlsﬂwm]upﬁnn

plasforms and wpakilling nita-
gives, This will have to focus o
training o SMETENE 2ernspace

enanifachsng tcdumbmns e
compasiing Industry 4.0 meth-
Miugﬂmdmmm

aryl enmposites.
The talent shortage in karo:
apaceshould ioche seen merely

ax a challe I:I'LII.U“MT
appnnumn]fil:u timewhenche
zgeing. India - with its young
popuii o and strong enginesr
inr education base - isunigueely
positicned 1o Fll the gap. The
industry and the government
i Toge ther elevats [ndia's zer-
ospate manufacturing gector
by adopticg & frwnrd-Jooking,
prneysrem driven pproadL
ﬁhwu’nﬁrmﬂw

térecrarofio A precisiT
FraL YL SO T BN
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Education Crossroads

or decades, the United States has represented the

ultimate academic and professional frontier for

Indian students. From technology to medicine,
and from journalism to data science, generations of
Indians have crossed the oceans to seek knowledge,
skills, and opportunities that remain scarce in India’s
overstretched higher education system. But recent
shifts in US visa policy are forcing many aspirants to
guestion this long-cherished pathway — and perhaps,
for the first time in a generation, to look seriously else-
where. The latest suspension of student visa appoint-
ments and tightening of entry conditions are not mere
procedural hiccups. They reflect a deeper, more unset-
tling pattern: rising unpredictability in US immigration
and education policy that treats international students
— and by extension, India’s brightest young minds —
a5 expendable variables in domestic political games.
For Indian students who invest years of preparation,
lakhs — sometimes crores - of rupees, and career
dreams into their American plans, this uncertainty is
not merely stressful; it is destabilising. Parents, con-
sultants, and students alike now whisper the same
uncomfortable thought: is the US no longer a safe bet?
When acceptance into a top university no longer guar-
antees entry into the country, when social media his-
tories are probed as potendal threats, when mid-course
deportations are plausible risks — the allure of the
"American dream” dims. The hesitation is showing up
in real numbers, Education counsellors report sharp
drops In applications, and countries like the UK, Ger-
many, Ireland, and Australia are quietly benefitting
from this redirected flow of global talent. For India, this
moment offers both danger and opportunity, The dan-
ger lies in the disruption of 4 pipeline that has fed its
plobal tech diaspora and supplied remittances, skills,
and soft power. If the US no longer welcomes Indian
students in large numbers, it may crimp the prospects
of thousands who planned for STEM careers or nur-
mired Silicon Valley dreams. But the opportunity — if
India dares to seize it — is to make urgent reforms in
its own higher education system.

India has the demographic advantage, the ambi-
tion, and the need to become a credible global educa-
tion hub. Yet quality remains concentrated in a handful
of IITs and IIMs, with limited research infrastructure
and international exposure elsewhere. If the govern-
ment and private sector view this US visa urmoil as a
wake-up call, there is a chance to retain top talent at
home — through better funding. global faculty part-
nerships, world-class lahs, &r_ui flexible curricula. In the
end, the US may find that its self-defeating policies
have accelerated the global refd:smt[umn of talent. But
India, too, must decide; will it passively watch its stu-
dents seek Plan B abroad, or build the future where
thev can thrive at home? This moment of fux, provoked

s himsy of an American administration, is rare
i milﬁacisiﬁe The gquestion is not where students
1.::115 ;ln nexi. [t is whether India cani Frftﬂy become the

place they want to gtay.
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A new life for Nalanda:

ASIAN AGE (P-5), 13 JUNE 2025

Reviving its old glory?

Claude Arpi

recenl Vit o

Malamda and

Rajagrihes (mod-

erm Rajpic) has

a remindar

ledge, vitaliny spiribaals
fty of Ancient India Wil
vigiting the old mmins or
climhing @me aof the
Buddka's favourite teach:
ing spobs, the "Gridhes
wta™ {or Yilfure Pesk],
i theaphts cams 10

A ﬁ'me liks tha Vidiure

wide and his afmosphere
still pervades the place
tnday, atracting lakbs of
spekers, devotess or pib
grizne. This phennmenan Ls

Anodber

1200 AD, never fo retuen,”
wrote the preai hisborion
R Majumidar,

During my visit, the
image of a Tiketan monk,
Dissrmaavamin, who v
g Malands in 1235, was in
my mind. [n fhe mahawi-
h hee sw oraly destrac-
thom; he comld not pecover 4
single - manuscript from
what was qnoe the richest
library I the workd
Finalky, the: Tibetan met an
pld menk in hiz 80z who
pould teach him Sanskrit
Dharmnasvamin studied S
some tine with the old
man, hut as the hiuaiim
froops WeTs izhi
again, be 1=
master on kis shoulders
and kid until ke raiders
hind pone. The o] monk on
ke shiomlders of hiz Tibatan
chefs symbolises the end of
nn era; Malsnda, the source
nfkrowledis, lsd gone dry,
thoagh the colues] indlo-
aper of India over Tibet
continmed o Bourish for

Aﬂmﬂmpﬂm
cal discowveries, the [Orat
university {vihara was
probably founded after 00
CE. I his meemolrs, ihe
Chirese pligrim Fa Kian
(56412 CE) visibed (b2 ATea
aroumid Iooicing
e Ruddhist tets; though
be zpemt 10 years in Endis,
vialting all major Buddhist
pilprisnage sies, including
the Malanda arme, b= nEver
mentioned  the Nalands
umnmuj'.wn::hﬁgﬂqum
glarted to exisl in s nsit
ftiopad formm only MTE

nastery B sabd to have
een Bomided by the Gupta

mera a ferwr veurs after
Fa Xian's visht; during the
next seven captaries, i
preafly saganded and e
fume spread o the endine
weeld, A seal dansifes a
monarch mamsd Shakra-
difya (415455 CE) as the
famder, atiribuling the
fren {moiias-
tmrw) b himn; this was later
meeroborated by the Chin
e pligyim Xuamzang.
Though same historians
belimve thal grest scholars
Like o {1s-8ed cane
tury CEJ, the Enemost Wiln-
Kot Mobsvana  Bud
dhism, o Aryodeva (inl

Aiming to have 900

students by the end

of the year, Prof.
Chaturvedi

e CEl studied [0
M it is nob CEriEln
that Malanda was a bl
Oedped vihara unstll the
fifth century. Being the
larpest nmtlsznoﬁedﬂ_
in Marth Indis and with
many smmall wiharae affilist-
ed fo Malanda, later I
boname known 23 Nalanda
Mahavihara.

" Abhay K., sn-muthor and

i recantly wivte a
book, Nalanda: How ff
ha e Warkd amid the

undeniahle

While walking thrmzgh
(e Tains of the ancbent und-
versity, it isstribdng theat its
apogen, this  inafltudm
could 5 up 4o 10000
monks; ths is thanks wo the

[H]
whis managd mzﬂfﬂm:{
the Mabavihara; -
ez of the w{m iﬁﬁ!
the ancient “Indian spiri
to Bourish for ceoturies,
&ri Aurohinda, b mnd:
A rishi; wrnie: “'When we
ook at the past of Idla,
what eeries 18 TRt s her
stupendogs  witallty, ber
inexhaussible power of L
and joy of Life, her almost
unimaginably prolific cre-
athveness, . Sne has been
crogting abundsntly and
. lavishly, with
an inexhausiihle ey id-
wdness, republics and ling-
mﬂﬁﬂm‘mhﬂa El_hilusé
£ k] SOEMOENies A
schences and ereeds and
aris and ard ali
brindds :nd munwmgrlfci
palaces temples
pubilic worhs, communities
and eocieties and rellplows
arders, laws and codes and
rituals, physbcnl sctences,
psrchic scienens, systems
of yom, syalems of politics
and sdiminisiesion arts
spivitual  arts  worldly,

trades, Industries, fine
eeaftn”  Indesd, the
Mahavihars was part of an

e Can it bo ’
mud.n:.r?lth
with the sfromg ienderey

{ome could sy compulsion)
from govermmenis
Conirat and local) to masne

a iz bt kmowl-
a?w% =

pot depend {oF survive)

many from far-away for
algn coaniries. Recendly af
senmnmist, Fachin
, has la¥en
h a5 the vire-chancos-
lor of Nalandn Unlversity.
fiue £ 1
dents Wear,
Prof. .?ﬁmn-_-m explidned
e e umiverssty was in a
“lafpeadt mnde, though 58

which would 1K (o stract
miote sudents asd facolty
frus world over, "Maknds
will glve the message of
peare 2nt Promole mare r-
goroas readErch 0 Cofmect
Inedtiam, philesophy with e
COMEEEPOTary world,” sl
Profl Charturvedd,

But inday, where sye the
Thharmakiziis, the Shant:
downs, the Santsrakeias or
ik Atishas? Even if Lhey
exisl, can they survive or
‘hlnssiim i & governamerntal
framawark? Purther, as the
alnger £aid; “The times
they ave a-chamgin'" Hum-
anify's Inckinations are not
the same today as they
ware twelve confurkes ago
The suceess of New Nalan-
& will depend on ail these
factars.

Clauda Arpd is
Duseingaisived Felipw it
the Cenre af Evcellenca

o Himnalyan Studies
Shiv Madar Instifution of
Eminence (Dalh), and
wyThes of fmolds, Cleina.
Tibet and Indo-Frencl
meds il

.
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§ President Donald Trump has
targeted top LIS universities dus-
kng his secomd term. He has been
WAging & war on Ivy League uni-

versities fir the past fine weeks. He has par.
ticularly targeted institutions sach as
Harward, Yale, Pricceton, Columbia,

Cormell, Brown, Darimouth, snd the
Universty of Pennsylvania,

Thizs muwe has shodked the American
higher education system. Academia now
Faces a sipnilicant challenge fighting against
the sdministration, Tramps aHacks also
have a political dimension. They are
whewed a8 4 conservative elrabegy o reduce
thee influencs of liberalisen in higher edu-
catian, They could be aimed at eroding the
Democratle  Parep's  craditional
support base

affected unjversities, which inclade
thnse with ﬁ.:l.ndlng cuta, are loceied in areas
where the Democrats recelved stromg sup-
Lﬂﬂ. Many of these institutions are oow

funding cats and grant restrictions,
which hawe significantly impacted their
research amd educabional programmes.
Conservatives have often complained
abpat @ bdas im these institetions. Some
view that these are part of the Trump
administraton’s efort 1o reshape higher
eduwcatiom.

Cine speculation is that Trump barbours
reseptment bowards by League schoals for
not granting him an henerary degres:
ar inwiting him to speak al graduasion,
despite his raduation from the
Whartan th-:m] Most recemt
American presidents have graduated
Iram lvy Leagus wniversitbes, includ-
ing Trump, w o sitended the Wharon
Schoal of the University of
Pennaylwapla.

In thee first fow moanths of 2024, the
Tramp administraiion hat moved
aggressively bo strip federal Funding
from prominent olleges and univer-
sities. On March 10, the adminisin-
tion teak action against Harvaed,
Calumbia, MYU, and $0 other Insti-
istione. It alzo sarted investipstsons into
possible vialations of the Civil Rights Act
duie Lo iBcidents of antisemiic harassmeenil.
Finee than 310 kdlling in research grants
leave been oul

Immigratznn and Cusiosmns Enbaposment
has wpprehended dludent activisis,

Ietermaticonal stodemis are noy cligihle Far
2 s sl i Harvadd, whvich also cisbo los-
ing ity by cxenapibon slalze Trump has also
hanmed imlernsticnad students from #llend-
img Harvard.

Harvird ricks losang g 1ax-exempd sia:
s, These actions have ralsed lensbans

PIONEER (P-6), 13 JUNE 2025

Trump takes aim at Ivy League

In a controversial campaign, President Donald Trump has launched an aggressive offensive against America’s most
prestigious universities, particularly lvy League institutions, through funding cuts, policy investigations, and harsh rhetoric

amiong WY Leagos umi-
werdilies, Many umiversities
inEthally dhise 1o adbere in
Trump’s policies. They
Bwre agread bo enhamce
on-campas security and
also al aversight in
some gpeciflic depart-
mans, Cobambda bas heen
warged thar failing to
aildress amtlsemitic barass-
ment incidents adequate-
Iy could jecpardise itz
sccredifabion. Pringelan
University and the
Uniwersity of Pannsyhania
hizve also suspended hundreds of enillicns
in research gramts. The Depariment of
Educaibon ks investigaling ten universities
for albe antisemilism and bhas warned
athirs that similar Ingueries may o<cur.
Furthermore, il is examinding 57 univessi-
ldes for I race-based projecis

Trump imtrcdaeml new guidelines
abmed at lbmilnp nleensibnal sisdent

admlssbona, inchading o cap on visas, and
he hias pub criticised Harvand, satlag,
“Marvard needs 1o behave laelf”

The confromiaibon marked o dramatic
Barile between Harvard, Anserica’s oldesi

HALYAMI
SHANKAR

and wealthiest University, and the pres-
deng, Domadd Trump. “Everyone knonas thal
Harvard has lest its way,” Trump posted in
X. "Harvard B a |OKE, teaches Hate and
Stuptdisy, and should g0 lsnger receive
Federal Fumds”

Harvard Is hard kit bath financially and
otherwise include funding cats and
agrening Lo odlow new faderal we‘r.;lgh[
rules, including seruting of curricola,
admissioes, and research praorities. Taking
legal action, Harvard hes initiabed count
procesdings and received temparary reliel
when a federal judge suspended the poli-
cy that resiricted International students
frem obtaining wisas.

s to the reason for Trumip fangeting the
hey Leage imsstitutions, the adminkstmtion
bias ofleced varions explamations. Same
|selsewe Bvag durlng the 2024 Presidential
campakgn, Transp pledged to cul funding
end asermditalion lor colleges that propa-
gale “antisemdtic propaganda.”

Adfter he retnreed 1o e White House in
DO2d, Teunap lsunchd G campalgn luegei-
ing Ivy League schoals, The White House
says this canspalges wos promspled by con-
edfnd thal these schools are noo
dolegg enuisgh to dead with asibsesitsm on
thelr canpuses

This concern has gronen due bo the anti-
lapael pratests at US universitses since the
Gora conflict escalaved. It is unclear how
long the Trump versus Acadensia con
Eromlation will comtimue, [ all depemdi on
hiew lonsg, the afected instiraions can with-
stand the pressore. Wil it HBH hack o
comgply with the White House? Bven the
Iaﬁdtd umniversities refuse o change ther
piedicies soon, some Wil start changing o8
Aheeir own, For example, bichigan, Ohis
Zkade, and 1he|..ln:||:ril.:':,'|_1|'|;:.;]iﬁ;|r||;u have
alresdy muade changes, and fore 1o fellow

Intermational studenis 'm;.pir-.s I join
these elite nstitutions now Eice anerixm-
ty amd eissl consider allernatives imather
COUnITLES, 'l.'h-!:.' combribute wast amiowsds ol
dallars r:u.ln'l;.- e the US coamamy, Lo
W ’:W5Hﬂr|ﬂj aniversiles i other coun
16ics & allernatives. 1t is sald thar in akes
yenrs o bwild an imstitotion b only
mamisls b e one donen. Tlee candlici i
wscalating, and the affeiod universities ma
[HArSE I ||.1;.|.| avengies. [ &l i
Ahmmerhoan Eniverilies nuy bose falenn, oo

as the Tramp administration deubi
doen an ils st

Theswiblar a1 psgiodar colummsL

't'l-mlmmlil FML /);
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Entrepreneurial ecosystem of Assam

TRIBENI SAIKIA " '

ntrepreneurship is+a transformative journey where
an idea evoives into reality through vision, determi-
nation, and consistent execution. It generates. efm-
!llwment and mdu:es dependence on government
jobs, empowerng individuals to become financially
 independent. Entrepreneurs foster healthy market
competition, leading to better quality, affordability, and custom-
er satisfaction. This boosts regional GDP and economic efficien-
cy. Entrepreneurship encourages innovation, providing crea

tive solutions to societal problems through new technologies.

* and approaches, A vibrant e prevents
monapoly and supports a diverse, competitive market.
~ Entrepreneurs face many challenges particularly in case
of securing working capital, navigating fierce competition,
managing inconsistent cash flow especially in preliminary
stages, hiring and retaining skilled staff, adhering to legal
and tax regulations, marketing and supply chain issues,
establishing credibility, building a brand, earning customer
trust, scaling a business without quality loss, keeping up
with digital evolution, coping with uncertainty, etc,

Assam is witnessing a rapidly growing entrepreneurial
ecosystem that offers tremendous opportunities for success

and impact. Contemporary entrepreneurs of Assam have ac-

cess to diverse funding sources such as angel investors, ven-
ture capital, and crowdfunding platforms. Government-backed
schemes ke MUDRA, PMEGE and Startup India Seed Fund
provide crucial financial support. Sector-specific funds in are-
as like agritech, fntech, cleantech, and healthtech are also

investing in high-potential startups. Assam is observing a °

spike in incubation support programmes for new endeavours.

Key enablers include Assam Startup - The Nest, Startup

India and Stand-Up India, Swavalamban Yojana (SIDRI), IIT
Guwahati Technology Incubation Centre, Assam’Agricultural
University and Tezpur University incubators, Northeast Star-
tup Incubators, etc. Infrastructure development programmes
are being implemented undér the Assam Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (AIDC) such’as Integrated Infrastructure
. Development Centre, Mega Food Park (Chhaygaon), Export
Promation Industrial Park, Bamboo Technology Park (Chhayg-
aon), Plastic Park Scheme (Gelapukhur, Tinsukia), Jute Tech-
nology Mission (Dhing, Nagaon) and soon. ~

The Uttar Poorva Transformative hﬁdustmh_zahﬂn ﬁcheme.
2024 is providing incentives and support to industries. The
Multi-Modal Logistics Park at Jogighopa aims to enhance car-
po movement and reduce logistics cost, The Advantage As-
sam 2.0 and Rising North East Investors Summit aimed to
attract investors and boost industrialisation. The Assam In-
dustrial Policy 2019 offers incentives, and infrastructure sup-
port enabling entrepreneurs o grow. Digital market can be

1r1al success
supports impact-driven. ventures.

accessed under the Governmen| e-Marketplace, Digital In- |
dia and BharatNet, Assam Startup and Innovation Policy 2025.

- The Assam Skill Development Mission, Bonjee scheme, Bi-

poni scheme aim to nurture the entrepreneurial ecosystem.
Sector-specific entities like NEDFi, SIDBI, NABARD, NER-

AMAC, Khadi and Village Industries Commission, National

Small Industries Corporation Ltd encourage entrepreneurs,
Schemes like the Chief Minister's Startup Fund, Assam Agn-
prenaurs’ Development Scheme, and networks such as TiE
Gywahati and Startup Grind provide guidance and mentor-
ship. Startups recognized by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade benefit fram tax exemptions,
simplified compliance processes, and fast-track patent fl-
ing, which sigrificantly ease the burden on early-stage en-
terpnises. Emerging téchnologies like Al, ToT, blockchain,
and automation tools are now more accessible, lowering en-
try barriers and opening doors for innovative solutions. The
e of digital adoption in sectors such as e-commerce, health,
finance, and education is fuelling a growing demand for inno-
vative products and services. The entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem of Assam increasingly supports sustainable and impact-
driven ventures, as,waste management, climate change,
clean energy and sémiconductor, Cross-border e-commerce,
Saad exports, and international collaborations have enabled
startups to scale beyond regional boundaries.

Both the Central and State governments encourage youth
to consider entrepreneurship as a viable career path, How-
ever, before embarking on this journey, aspiting entrepre-
:1&111‘5 must do their homework to build a sustainable and
impactful business venture. To generate a business idea,
they should first identify gaps or unmet needs of society
that will help them address real-world problems, increas-

" ing the relevance and potential success of their ventures.

Understanding of market demand, customer behaviour, pred-
erences, buying patterns, and purchasing capacity should
be top priority for any entrepreneur. To gain these insights
field surveys, interviews, and focus groups can be h_i_g'hl}:'
effective. Competitor analysis enables them to innovate
and implement better solutions within their own ventures.
It aids to identify areas where current players are under-
performing. Leveraging new technologies is essential for
modern entrepreneurship. After finalisation of a business
idea, it 1s important to validate it through pilot projects or
prototypes. Collecting feedback helps assess the feasihili-
ty and effectiveriess of the product or service before 3 full-
scale launch. Lastly, personal interest and expertise shoyld
not be overiooked. Entrepreneurs are more likely to sue-
ceed when their ventures align with their hobbies, skills,
passions, and professional experience. h‘:\\'ni"‘.‘
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The Telegraph

SUNDAY 15 JUME 2026 WOL XLIN NO. 336

LOVE AND DEMONS

University is trving to open the

eyes of those in love? The uni-
versity is launching a general elective
course titled Negobating Intimale
Relationships’, which aims to help
young people deal with romance,
friendship, jealousy, heartbreak and
50 on. While a university course on
romance may seem like an odd idea,
the logic behind starting this course
iz not trivial. The university felt that
the rising caszes of crimes among teen-
agers and voung adults in relation-
ships prompted by jealousy warrang
such an imbervention. The instances
cited by Delhi University are indeed
concerning. This year alone, Z1-year-
old Komal, 19-year-old
Vijaylaxmi and 18-year-

Lweismnm.xsmiswm-nﬁuM

that now has India in thrall; she has
been acoused of murdering her hus-
hand after she was forced into a mar-
riage with him becanse the man she
lowved belonged to a different caste. No
lese than the chief justice of India has
pointed out in the past that hmndreds
of couples are killed each vear for mar-
rving outzide their caste, A university
course on intimate relationships thus
cannot afford to ignore hostile fam-
flieg and communities — the conze-
quenee of embedded social differenc-
g5 — when 1t comes to conceiving of a
eourse on intimacy and its challenges.
Moreover, the personal, as always, is
political. Academic deliberations on
love need to acknowledge the culpabil-
itv of the State and its
institutions. Althouagh

old Mehek were all Delhi University protection to interfaith
brutally murdered by and inter-caste couples
helr partners in fsof | DASPIOposeda Lo b by law,
jealousy and, in 202z, COUISE ONINUMALE  there are numerous
gr.year-old Shraddha  relationships and  instances of the police
Walkar was killed and 1 and even the court turn-
dismembered by her red ﬂags‘ Love’s real ing down pleas for help
live-in partner. In fact, chalh:nges must be  from such star.crossed
love affairs with bit- identified lovers.

ter endings were the And what of the Oth-

third-biggest triggers of

murders in India in 2022, according to
the National Crime Records Burean.
In light of this, young Indians perhaps
do need lessons in how to negotiate re-
lationships and heartbreaks in these
maodern, complex times.

Yet, murderous partners are not
the only peril faced by lovers in India,
Be it the family or the State, caste, re-
ligion or gender, the barriers that love
has o eross in a country as siratified
45 this are numerous. 50 a course that
proposes to teach youngsters about re-
lationship red Napgs needs (o be senst-
b by e sl erimae butb also the other

impeliments o love. Consider  the
s oo s ol Bosiom Hagdnevonsiag

ering of love through
many intrusions? Same-$ex couples
and their intimacies st await legal
recognition. The bogey of love jihad
— even though the government has
admitted in Parliament that there is
ne data to support this phenomenon
— iz being used to demonise interfaith
unions. Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh
even have laws to prohibit love jihad.
Uttarakhand, meatwhile, has de-
manded that ve-in partners register
themselves with the anthorities in a
blatant viclation of their privacy.
Deelhi University’s proposed course
an lowve is timely and welcome Bat if

it pckinowlodge the existence of o
ree ey dlopaacenas Jonss Dvees in Bocdio.
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“Yes, ]EE'FTS

ITs continue to re-
main at the centee of
the middle-class dream
of prideand prosperity
But for many years,
female students ware left on the margins
of this agpiration. Whils the 2025 results
anderline the continued dominance of
meles in engineering (B2.7% of the total
gualifving students in 2025), the recond
pass percentage of girls this vear shows
that a lot has changed since 2018 when
Tz introduesd an afflrmative action
echeme by adding extra seats for gids.
 Beven years ago, the sttuation was dire
with wornen constibating a shockingly low
B% in the BTech degree, a number that
had staved stagnant over the neardy 60+
years of the existence of first-generation
II'Ts. Mobody found anything odd abonat
this since engineering was coded ‘male’
until Prof Timothy Gonsalves, former
director of OIT Mandi, took matters in
hand and piloted the scheme known as the
‘Bupsrnumerary Seats Scheme’ (5580 The
evidence fo comvines the ITTs Counedl that
the scheme was heceseary and would not
lead to a "dilution” in the quality of stu-
denits, came from two sources: JEE data
ahmwing that many wornen who qualified
did not jioin I'Ts fe varying reasons such
as getting admission to ‘male’ branches
likee civil and mechanical, and parental
concerns about safety and distance from
home, Girls had littls cholee in their ad-
mrigsion, a8 we found oot in the first open
howse held {n 2018 at OT Delhi for JEE
Advanced gqualified girls and their par
ents. The second source was a 2006 IIT
Delhi study that showed that irrespective
of the JEE rank they entered with, female
students outperformed their male pears,
It is intriguing that only the OTs have
been plagued by the extremely low per-
centage of female students in englneer-
Ing; the national average iz arownd 30%.
southern states had already Initiated &

TIMES OF INDIA (P-25), 15 JUNE 2025

3% reservation for girls in the 2000s. 20,
ironically it's the so-called Institutes of

Mational Importance (Mg}, the ITs, that

barred women firom their portals, reify-
ing the image of elite engineering as a
male preserve, in the process depriving
riot only STEM of diverse perspectives
o researth and inrewation ot also wome
g of stellar role madels and networks
that the [ITs generate. Female faculty
numbers in these institutions also me-
main low — a story for another tiroe
The 355 scheme has been successiul
on several fronds. I has met its stated fae
getof radsing the percentage of girls to
20% by 2020, which improved to 22% in
2024, There are Important wins fo be not.
ed here, A perusal of JEE data shows that
the mumber of women appearing for JEE

T -4 BEE
. ;

FULL 5TEM AHEAD: Not only are maore girls
qualifying for IITs and getting seats, even
those who come at lower JEE ranks cateh
up with male peers at graduation

Advanced has risen by 33% between 2018
and 2025, More critical indicators of the
scheme’s success are the parcentages of
those who gualify and those who get a seat
allotted, Prior to 888, females represented
12% of all {males and females) whe qual-
ified and 8% of those who were allotted
seate Post-S85, the percentage of women
allotted seats had maore than douhled to
188 % in2024. The rate of growth of spats
allotted Increased from -1.4 9 pet yaar
between 201117 tod 1 = betwsen 2018-24.

The rising percentage of women al-

are closing the gender

lotted seats since 2018 is a function of
the extre seats as well as girls heing able
o mest their preferred chodces of insti-
tute and department, resulting in rising
accaptance rates. This stemmed the
drift away to an NIT or an engineering
college near home. Further good news,
as recent work by STEMtheGap, & re-
gearch project housed at IIT Delhi,
shows, is that even ifl soma supernu-
merary girls enter IITs at somewhat
Lower JEE scores and ranks, they catch
up with their male peers and pecform
similarly while exiting the program.

Howr suceessfal has the scheme bean
in operdng the doors to engineering as an
educational and career chodce for young
wiormnen? Our qualitative stodies with girls
who entered T Delhi post-355 show that
larnilies across caste categories ar fac-
toring in women's higher chances of get-
ting intoan II'T, a5 are schoolbeachers and
coaching centres. The additicnal girls
have changed the feal of IIT campuses,
resulting in a more welcoming errelron.
mentand less isolation. Since the scheme
also ensures that every departtnent reach-
25 {l% representation, it prevents the hias
caused by the clustering of women in
Tower-ranked’ departrients The scheme
also folkows mandated caste reservations,
therehy addressing gender imbalances
tithin caste categories. The acheme has
thus increased both gender and caste di-
versity in [ITs, apart from breaking dis-
ciplinary stereotypes within engingering.

To further increase the female pipe-
ling for I1Ts, it ls important bo initiate
measures that address deeprooted bias-
g3 abput girls' and women’s inherent
STEM ahilities and remove structural
harriacs bailt into enirance exama; such
steps can help reshape the environment
for inclusion. Further, initiatives like
open houses and mentorship programs,
which bringschoolgirls to IIT campusss
for an immersive experience, are also
key to changing the mindset thatl women
are uns_l_[l.l.ﬂ'l:[ L2F] E!'.IH"IIE’E""]II:E- |

Kour fs professor [T Deili and co-

jead o .S’J"EMHH'SHE ri'%m‘: Droject

S
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Soft skills: Mis

De NAMRATA GOGOI

ﬂ!_[l'itl:: peedicing academacally
beilizing studenss, sur eduration
st often falls shoct in prepee-
ing young indlvduals for real-
warhd demands. Across campos-
&5 and workplaces = Assam and beyond, i
i pot incommen to find gracuabes whocan
salve complex problems wet fuller in group
discussiong, straggls to collibarate, oc il
to exprees their idess and regubite their
emotions. Ths parador rmises an important
question: Are we squipping stadents with
the right baals bo thrive tepond festiodi?

Each vear, India poodiioss a Brge poal of
Eradyabes, vel, sooartmg ko the Iodia Skills
Fepart 2024, oaly abost balfl are eompikoya-
ble The gap doss not bie intechnical koowl-
edge, but in soft skills — comnamicibion,
teamwnrk, adsprabiiny and emotional el
Hpenee. While for o few these qualities e
b, for the majoricy; they must be can
sripualy marbuared and developed over time.
Theeriefiore, it is timé to recognise that soft
sicills are a8 crocial as soadermic knm-.-}nh;
] meast be thoughtfully inbsgrated isbo the
mainstrear carrule.

Saft shills are nof just burzwonds, ey e
essgntial for pereenal and poafessicnal
Eowih, As automaticn repieces routing ks
and artificts intellipencs reshapes cormples
Fodes, hurman-cemc skills have becoms g9
myore critical than before, The ability o com-
milmicabe claariy empatinge, E-Dl_]tr:':!ﬂ.[-ﬁ_.
arbapt, 2o, debermines bow wel an individusl
can thrve. According to Linkedin's Clcel
“Tulent Trends Beport S0E, O of recTuil-
s iy thal when a barefails, lit_is I.li-l-l-il-t:ﬂ:l.I:E
ta [ack of st sKills, mol techmicel experis.

Thit World Economic Forum's Firsre of

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 16 JUNE 2025

sing Iink in education

| Empowering students with soft skills alongside academic knowledge is
vital to building a resilient, communicative and future-ready generation.

Jobs Report echoes this, listing top skills for -

1w fuiberes arahyticnl Healiing, critical think-
ing, resilience, adapeability, curiosity, tech-
rclegical literacy, depandabdiy, emmpathy;

. e Bstening, and keaderaln. :

in Enda remain an sEerihought in formal ed
ncation. Mo schools anil coleges sl prior.
itise bard shills — subjoct kngwledge, =am
averinoking the broader (ompelendes sty
denie nepd to Dourssh, Solt akils are often
ol 1o oo o e workshops, puest lec-
fuires, ar Bhect-1eim Certshiatd programmes.
Thas Fragrenbed epgeoach Bils o oreate
Lrsting chang. Juet 35 mathemancs ar sei-
ence 34 MR syRLEMALCALY 04 Fears, sofl
ekills (oo regase consstent prachics, min-
tocing, and fegiftack. ntegrating them mein-
inygeFily b e ciirrcalim snsunes shudents
intermnedise thess ahilites echer than lsam
theim PEMpOrETlE
_The: Matiinal Education Pokcy (MEF) 2020
hinks &2 this shift, emprasizing hokstic and

miultidisciplinary sducation, critical thisking, -

anid communication sidlls. Flowever, while

" descussions continug sround ntegreting sok

shills af the higher sduation leve], noe mus:
ask - why wait 30 long? IF comuunication,
esmpathy, collaboration, and adaptebility are
Soundational by socess, should we not begm
peruring Ui muc arker? .
In Finlarsd, education smphasises oL just
academic exclhenoe but the develogment of
sacial, exnotional, and collaborative sialis from
an ey age. Sidents harm to work N Broups
express opinions, respecefully, sed resalve
condlicts thy - prejaring them fr
ﬂ_mwmﬂﬂmﬁﬂh

doaamingtions. In Denmark, ermotionl litkm-
iy imdl social skills are embedded sp dee
et the first sior mainghe of schoo foous

o0 Bt iding ety demmocratic didogoe, znd

proftilest-snhving. In these cosntres, teach-

ing saft skils & considered as essential 48

teaching maihinat:s or litemrone,

Severnl Aslan countries offer eqaally -
spiring esampies. Shgapore has moved he-
yund an esam-centric model 1o emphastse
holistic developmess, Charcter and Citi.
zenship Education lessons sow build team-
work, emotiona regulation, resdience, de-
cisitm-making. i cormemamication sills Tn
Jopan. the condept of frme Chikmnr o "Fist
for Living” sbapes policksthat foster emo-
tioma] pesilienie, indegandent (hnking, and
Colbaraiioe from Che earty yes,

These countxies dn no beave soft skill de-
viopineal fochance, n Finlard, continuous
teaChiEy heEry RGNS, peeT assEssments, and
czbiom, collabambion, and problem-salnng
Prodle provides structured feedback on£n-
dexis” soctsl-sstional prowth; fapan simi-
larty relies on teaches ewaluatinns o moni-
tor students” social bebavioer, smotional
strength, and merpersonal slolls

This gk ahif (s achear indicapor of the
fack it 5ot skeilis should be spstemarically
Integrated into education. [t is no longer an
cphon but a prereqeisse for fbure repd-
ness, especiaiy for Gen Z, a generation
praized for hcir.a'tndl-um_fr azd Entrepre-
néurial but Eeguently lacking i socil skills,
This geferation struggles to mazage mh-
tiorrghips and dizal with sethacks becpue i
grew apm A Bal-meed digital werd, Equep-

mng them with soft skills will help teem
cheal wilh [ife's uncertinties with mabarity
e covidence, both ai the persomal s pro-
Tessacalal heyals, Tk just i thie job mgkst
Teachers play 2 cnecial role in this trfns-
Feration. They must besalile boidentfy sho-
dents whose emotional literacy needs
dlrengthening and reale classroom enyvi-
renments whers iselings cen be digrussesd -
upenly Whils academic compeency i sub-
Jeite like maths and residing remains impor.
v, fowlering these sKille must become o
ooy Lesching priocity. Conbdent, selfaware,
wmdly remlient chdidran are mone
to eoeced s demicnlly a5 well
The NEF 2080 stresses the inclusion of
sl giolls ineducaiion. However, whethes
Etaety willl e griven adequale weighd in oo
newlim design resmins eeclear The need
# ko mmplement goft skills edecation as a
comprehensive, credited course befdging
L s bitpeen academie learming and in-
thamiry resdingss, Modules could civer pom.-
fnuritation strategles, crthesd and analytic)
thesding, feadership, social mlumce, Ewcly-
sovity, and oty outreach. Experiental
methnds such & case studiss, Themabips

, mile plys and reflsctive projects should he-

anne the hdd:m.xumw
[t 33 mmpeerabive: 1o move beyond the ot
chited divide between "haed’ aod ‘soft’ akils,
Fhacartion mmust evwoln o Biactore the whl
andrvithml ~ mind, heart, ard voice. Agssm,
with its rich educatiosal roots and vihri
wouth, has the opporivnity ko set an exam-
il .[II'¢E resil of the mountre The tme o

Act 18 now
iThe cuthor & an Assistanr Profarsor
ard eariified soff skl frainer
‘ m‘[nr.i b,
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acgiired tha cone Engads-
tic sl liseening, speak-

Realiny roday

Birsumer, Thae pesdiny of 1z
day's  reaching-leaming
worrerles el os @ dife
renE shory, raiking cemiin
joinant - quesoons I
frammers  here  aCguined
the baslc skills, #iy da
iwchims conime o e
remch them at Bgher de-
wlad Why aren't ey Lis-
g learmers expand oo
Eseir o B0 refine tha sc-
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mctually stfling thelr oog-
nitive  developmment by
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fid instructione? Wiy do
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Let learners learn

Apart from focusing on specilic skills, English classes
need to break away from the teacher-centric models and
loster independent learning among students

-r' Ji
£

tesc hira, vven ai dhe -
'Immll:lrn.mf-. el fegiy
saplicars them

reading festx sl fTaLE
gies o optimise  chefr
efforts?

To maiemalise e sl
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silila with reading vpical
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gon, gl of labeliing
clasnes gainraaBy o Bi-
glsh’, tisesiahles stould
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the fren periods In a week,
s sl D dindicabed
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'mineher of Al sklls’, and
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" Empowering State Public Universities
to Power the Vision of Viksit Bharat

BY UK PALLL, SHASHANK SHAH AND DSHIN DHARAP

Indu ks home 1o the second largest higher edu-

calion ecosystem in the world, with 4.33 crore
students and nearly 15 lakh Eseulty across 1,168
Universities, 45,473 Colleges and 12,002 Standalone
Institutions, While ‘Institutions of Mational
Importance’ and 'Central Universities’ have made
teeir mark in frontler areas of knowledge and doen.
inate rrational priorities, it is the nearly 500 Siate
Public Universities (SPU) and thelr aves 46,000 affil-
fated institutions that are the backborne of jts hikgh-
er education system, They currently cater to aver
80 per cent of students, Technically, 5PUG are exiab-
lished or incarporated by a Provineial or State Aci,
fumded by the State Governments, and under thelr
realm of cartrol, However, given thelr phenome-
nal reach and hence ﬂlﬁrui::ﬁlmlcingmning Eal-
ent across the country, their transformation is & col-
lective mational responsibility,

By 2033, the NEF 2020 target is to achieve s GER
in ki education of 50 per cent. This impHes
daubling enrolment in our higher education insti-
Tutions b nearly 9 crores over the nea decade, with
almast the same proportion of students conmtinng
to study in SPUs. There are several outstanding
4P, but the quality of higher education being
imparted in many SPUs la hampered by a
plethora of challenges, The primary one is the lack
of hl.gh-qual'il::r Fhfsjn:il and digital infrastructure,
Limited funding negatively impacts the quality of
research. Shortage of faculty adversely affects the
pupil-teacher ratio. Above all, students’ employa-
heliry is @ miajor concern,

Fublished research has also observed that
increased devolubion of funds fe States under the
Ldth and 1 5th Finance Commission cycles has nat
led te o comsequent increase in several State
Covernments’ funding of social sectars, especially
higher education. A fall in sverage growih rates in
higher education expenditure in States during 2015
10 is evidenl, with median valise Ciumibig down o
Bf per cenl compared to 10 per cet during 2005-
10 and 2000-15, There are Siates with negative
grawih rates in :ﬁmdingmmghﬁ education.

While Indins higher education seclor has wit-
nessed pemarkable growih over the last seven
decacles, the pressing challenpe naovw ligs in ensr-
ing high quality. MIT] Aayogh recenl feport on
“Expanding Quality Higher Eduation through States
and Siale Pubdic Uiiversifies’ focuses on this and
atternpis o bring higher education bo the centre of
Indias dewednpment amd prdicy I'J-'ii':':'llff"?: An aut-
coumie of exlensive conaullations sross 0 Sales and
UTsand with swver 50 SPUSs, it makes nealy 50 pal-
:Lmuumnﬂ-lh‘lﬂl iMes ACToss JE_F'-'E'"_I""'-"“” T

Tess miagor yyslemic vk insliiatiomal |-|5ﬂ'l”'¢“_ﬂ"-'“
Many inlerventions around inlernationalisal "-“'i
Bovernance and fimanscinll aulgmomy ans gers
"'-'"-'i-l'dﬁ'l.-l.'id:u:n;l.,"' ST, Uhsse tlud Tealune II_'| thi dop
50 5PU iy BLEE 2024 [Eankings, given That dhey

are likely to possess in-howse technical, marager
inl, and financial capacities to implement the
supgested reforms. We provide a spapshot of
policy recommendations and action pathways
across four key themes,

The establishment of Research Hubs and Centres
of Excellence in clusters of SPUs to Jeverage their
eore competen cles and provide sohstions o region-
al daauenj:‘s can be a transformative step.
Instituticnnlising holistic education inchuding envi-
rofmient, buman valwes and Eh:ﬂ?a.'l citizenship
education ln the curricular asd co-curricilar
domains of 81U is a muach-needed reform to cre-
abe sbudents with high levels of indelligence, and sma-
ticmal and spiritual quatients. Handhelding ‘Leading’
SPUs in each State to transition te MERUs
ehultidisciplinary Education and Ressarch
Universities), creating career pathiwsys in research,
and encouraging stadent fagulty-led research
commercialiaticn and start-ups can bring research
centre slage in SPUs. ‘Leading’ SPUSs can also pro-
matbe imternationalisation through long-rerm par-
nerships for joint research projects, and fcaltyand
student exchange programmes.

State Higher Ed:j-:al.inm Councils nnid Stnte-beved
MITI Ampogs san i i tant rale in ar-
img State-level ﬁlg cr J::guuunn FhmP:epmd
Implementation Roadmaps for 2047 by identifyin
pricrity areas, Al the institutional level, a &
towards a ‘regulatar-faclitator’ model for SPU% and

LengE preaber sutonony o Leading” SPUS in areas

ike governance, curriculum development, and fac.
ulty recruitment is erucial. This must be combined
wilh capacity baildiisg of fsculty and adminisizs-
Lors to ensure thal ﬂﬁiﬁtl'ﬂ]ﬂ: angl research standards
are upheld. Given the scale of students that need
to be provided higher education aver the nexi
decade, an all-hands-on-deck stmbegy is casential
la mohilize ﬁlﬂ'ldh'lE and fm:lnuinﬂ Erowmy all quaar-
ters inchiding Governments, industry. and civil soci.
ety Teashing’ SPU% st be empowenred to devise

mfernal rtwmui[gtml:im strategies by expand-
ing self-fran Fmim i hegh-demand
areas, establishing oo noy undts, leveraging C3R
funds, encouraging alumni and philanthrepic con-
tributions, and ing innovative PFF models for
infrastruchure development and research. Enbancing
automormy 1o 'Lesding’ 5PUs in financtal decision-
be balanced with a robust system of meri-oum-
means scholarships such that n.:;&-jes.r_r-,mg atucent
ix deprived of access ta hi nCation.

Faculty must be m:lt;lshu;d b design and
delfiver industry-relevant courses to allgn with
national needs, Promoting internships. apprentice-
degree programmes, and work-
brased Learning opportunities is of equal importance
to ensure employability, This requires strengrhen-
ing collaborations with Secter Skill Counciks,
industry parmers and trade associations to beidge
the education-coployability gap. It is equally
essential that SPUS transition from a job-seeking 1o
a job-creation mindset. Imgpenzs must also be pro-
vided to physical sdiscation and wellness courses.
lanpaage proficiency and litzlong learning pro-
Erammes, 1o contribabe 1o bolistic and continuaus
student development. Mary SPUs possess spane
infrastructural Ecilities, In evening h-nf:rs, mes:?um_:
be utbised 10 deliver short-term skilling o
grammes and generate additional revepe,

Given the prime inportance of $80% in Tdigs
higher educsion suosysien, their transfivmesion
into hecomibng institutions of excellence praviding
high-quality education is o sloe qua now for
reinfurcing our position as o global hub of kol
edpe and takent, Above all, this ransfomsiion of
SPUs s vigal for our endeavour to ey ds a ikl
Bluarat by 2047,

107 VK Pl b Mhgreyer, 41T Azyog: O Shashank Shah
b Sealer Specialist and Oshin Dhanip & Cossul sk
W] Agpegy. Vigws dafesssid jrw gersonal)
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Mr Universe

Sandip K. Chakrabarti writes about the legendary JayantVishnu Narlikar
1938-2025

first read about eob

entist JaFnnt Vislion

Marlilear in tive Bai-

gali magazine fesh,

JVH had proposed

Ehe Stesdy Fate The-
orY. which states that the
aniveran is supposed b pe-
maln the same im ol dirac-
Hors S afl time, even whien
s expanding

TV g Yo on July 18,

1506, In Kodhagar, Makhar-
1L'|:;!:um:r|.u tavgehd at
Banaras Hindu University.
Ay dning his Bachelers,
Harlikar want to Canbeidge
L'EI:I.'l".'I'."TEI.t'_l' In the UK for
higher stodies and toppsd a
truph methemadics cousse,

I e oy 10 yoss obd at
thie timse T discosered JYV R
i ks semirad work. Thiess
days I was fascinabed with
pRira-iecreslriale. My fa-
Voo bookos 1 sehodal were
Santimay Chatteries’s A
We Alone én phy Trdoerse”
anid Swigs sathor Erich
wii, Darben's Charios of
the Gods, Then ibere W
physicie! George Damow's
O, T, Three.. Ingni-
p¢ mnid The Blnek Cloud by
Fred Hoyle Al those books
dea] with the evoldukion of
e Unbverse and the pos
sible arigin of ik kere and
sl mmwhsr,

Dandken kel proposed
that exiralerpestrials oo
“ancierl astronaats” visfad
Earth fn the dotint et and
influpnced himan culbare
He mterpretad srachires
such a4 the Bgypiian pyra-
mids. (e Sbonehenge ani
the Moal of Eager [stand
ag avidence of #Oiraterres-
trial tedlusns

Pack W JYH. He alian
e prlencn fetion, Some
ol thi stories were (uils pro
plitic, o stecy alled Viras,
pohlished in 2005, he envi-
sjemied o pandemsic toking
cverr Thi workd. His 1866 hook
imy Mearathd, Wswnn Pomat i
AR (Tha Rafurs & i,
tackied the efhical dilemmas
of sirtificin inbeTliganoe

1o by easo, back Then,
sty reading JVH, 1 cama
to yepa worship him. 1w
guita suie b would b
awarded a H¥obel oz 18

Ty os SOTIE SE2Y

. !',.5.,: Cambridae. Harlbkar
tepcnid ap with his FhD
gmide, ik physicls: B Pred
Hienple, Together, Marltkar
amydl Hoyle ladd the ground

work for o pewoluflcoary
thypory that bulidly progosed
ihi conilsnos cresticn of
e matber fn &n iedinkte
aniverse, Thelr theery wos
kased o whal Uy called
sl by state midel

Chardra Wickram:ing-
Tus, Amckhet 3 ol
of %ri Lankan oripin, was
working on the posalbthity
oF 1ife Tocm spAering Barth
from oeler spac. Enows o
it Frmsparmis meded, JYH
-nimdﬁ.limllll'ml-l-'-'hmr
" Just when tha Hay-
le-Marlikar theory Was

| hicoming popialar ams Coo-
| pestubstions and awards

STEADY &TATE: Marlibnr jsecsiil from

Jesf | vl IS

paremts and vounger brothe

WETe pOiring In, Prrinoe b
pilivsbeisis Aree Fenkiis atrd
Boberl Weodrew Wilion
plrimad ihat the wolvers
rarre bt eaistence in one
e eyl obost 14 lhiomi
Frars Ag0 finil, et e
warss wng hot in e pasl
*Pis was the new model of
ik pnkarse, which Hoyle
jokingiy callid the Hig Bane
model, 1F the iEiverss was
ot 0 the past, todey W
shooiald e 1 melics of that
kil cadiation. he poandied
ek, Parzias and Wil o
eqvared Hhat ralle rasation
aiwd i 1678 bagped Lo Hntsil
— a nail i e poffim of the

Rbandy Gimts TESOTF.
For & whils, when | was

sHl 2 stishet, Tirsed 6 roe-
el the e s ipadichory
muodule of the anivares o
my bead,

[ was JVH wio Intro
dizced e bo the nnomres
i gy ohildhood, but it was
ook ignitld 1936, when T wasa
Faisalty wd Calbech, tat ] oot~
bl JVE o thie Hose e
He wis 18 head of The Se
gariment el trearetical as-
trophysles ak kumbals Tas
[nstifudn of Fundaseental
Fmsparch (TIFR) and 1 was
el plition aere

I 19 asied me b apply
T ha process ook & wWhile
and b b masin B ba quit
TIFH oL o piw |eestibiife:
camied Inter-Unfirsrty G-

n_ TR i#rﬁ

tre for Astronoeny and A
eropitsies (TLUCARYin Puss
1 evastnally joinsd TIFR,
Tt 1 shall alwiys reansmber
¥ enfhiskason amd bis
raki [ coanvinoiny el 00 e

turn b Irulla.
I wi grew closer bul

fisver hod the opporto-
rity 0 aellaborate om mitkaEr
ol Hlg favearite toplcs —
Panspermin or Gleady Smis
Theary,

In 20641, mY wife bona-
i ani 1 adyaned our oem
theary stei! 1he mginniog
of life on Eartk in the re-
e AsrromanTy dr Lt
phyaics jourdal We nrgoa
that [3iA constitussts and
sovaral amlic acida cin be
umﬁrl:all_rp:ndu:md.ur:r;:
siar forsabion aonwhers in
fhi onorerse. We sspgast
s that whethar utimalaly
Kl i3 crugbed depends an
ghi hicest planet’s kabicabi-
ity W did met Bxdlow el
Drribet o JVIV s eodel

When Americon isiro:
phaicist John Hahuall of
Prinoebon Undvarslty me-
gratalrdsl us for proposing
ilii iden regading DA for
sratiom, JV B wis upeet He
vernln Fa 0 lung emall wits
1 izt of pagars he withd oo
Panspurimsy asd aslipsd me
o cite them 1n e fulure
parblentlons.

1n 3dEL il B Chassdrase-

o the following years,

her aigliorim of TUCAA,
thers was a goind discos-
wion om Viskon M. 1 wed
AP Abdul Kalam's bdea,

the smphkasis was on Dok
The |

malogy &nd nnmvatien.
daks was fuli of Tndian as-
iromcemers hailling Brom wesl
asd soerll Dndia; JYH was
also present

Stiang in Tha audience
ihat day, § expressed m¥
it 1 IC A Baul ipderd
tsee socoessfnl in fuldilling
jtr mandate to aplEfl a&-
|pamommy and asifophysies
sbadies in Inediam umiversi-
thas. [ supgasied that svery
TCAA PhD holddsy serve
a5 a tepchar Tor at least the
[irsl five wears. Tha naxt
Ay, SV H salil by, 1 total-
Ly mgge b wikke o, et whal
s wa o if undveraities do
ok creabs pots i astromo-
i ared astrophysioe ™

O

Awinilliod bob bwo yasss aps
L gt im Aoch with i i ask
I T Bty Sekters fcen
Howhe that [ ool display ot
the Indian Centre for Spoace
Physies b Calmatta

His regly was foomp, he
faked ma o come anid G
himin Pune

When Sorali and L went
i Pume, we Brumsd hiss n
& wery Erail eopditon. He
handed ovet mamy things,
including many letiers ol

vopusted sciendists st o bis
fatrer Vistion Marikar.

Likila aid [ reali=e gl tha

(e Phint {1 was going e b
e Iasi time 1 woulid ses
them That day, his beloved
wite Blangals was pushing
s whesilchadr. She whas Ter-
aelf siFring from carcor &
the timss, She passsd AWEF
ey mosiths Lader.

1o a acigilifo carsakr,
I ks ot always possible Bo
WriE the moxd [ cormect thes-
. Chady o faws, guch as Eln-
siwin or Mocoell, 5 Bose
or M.N, Bakd, wroke soma-
ihing which will lesl o wery
long {iawe Admost e yane
pioe mclisding Newtom, an
daminates only for & period
of time.

Persoialibos such a3
Fred Hoyle, Damls Scia-
ma, Gonrge Gamsw, John
Wiyealar, Arihur Edding-
gop ware heilliant bud didl
o recelve enough recog-
witicn. Those who gt fer
wani kn alberssbive thary,
ot jpr against the tde, often
pemErtbute to ke subjes
wory significanily. 1 will
pud JWH In this cafegory.
His beilkinnt idess and a3
tapmate vhews eroaled HEW
parsdipms, which perhaps
sirengihened anid esiak-
lished ihe opposite view
TS 3 i

That is also & greak sai-
enkific eaniribution

vir the years our
commnicon

Tha weiler iz an
malroaiyysiolst ard dicssbor
of thi dnian Cendoa for

wizs In Colculla
Sp— Tullyd

wilth eash other [


Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-9), 16 JUNE 2025


Analysing Internet

The first 5t Comprehensive Annual Modular Survey shiws that there is wider acoess

|_ DATA POINT J
Subhandl Chp iy
Bamiran Sengapty
e important targel of
Sustkinghle 1.'lm'|-np|:|'-|ﬂ|

Pl GG::EM'IEIMM
by equitahle qualir
education. Wikin hhmdg.i
mtrtmtwnm[
Mmmmm.ﬁmm
sklls. Targer 44,1 alks abaut the
shiare of youth 2nd adult popale-
mﬁvﬂmm_wmtdurmﬂm
maminications Techioiogy
(T skill. Torget 4.4.2 pertains o
i degree of proficiency Iy diginal
skills. Therefiare, 1o abtain the
E'D'Gih.m:t-ufzdm:dnn provid-
ing WCT Infrastrocure and assess-
g chipgital skills i tmperamnt.
The data 1o wssess these skl
until the Ka-

were rather
tiamal amrmw Ciffice

(ZAMS) Toreeen July 2022 amd
h:l:ncIlﬂ ﬂtu:iﬁ.ltlrﬂ:efm:
ashs B 30k of
““‘:’,';“ o, dighal achacdogis
b, use
The wns conducied acroes
Tidlia i 3.0 lakh househokls and
with LLGG |kl pecple.

Az e all-inedia level, 96.3% of
}uﬂue]}m;hmtu'nﬂhmd.m:&
net Frcilities. b rurad areas, 7124
of household: hive the By,
while in urban aveas, 8E5% da.

. This dats slsoes the deep peneoma-
tion of the IntErmnet o ndi. Bee
mmmm;ﬂdmmm.
casies, pender, Ll

mmﬂamu.mmm
aof the housshedds have a broad-
hamd commection. These Include
Dekd, Goa, Mizoram, Menipur,
Siddm ¥aryana, smnd Himsshal
Prackesh. Bux in some cter Smies,
fewer thas 70% have a broadband
connection, Thess inchsde West
Bengal (55,35, Amdhrs Pracesh
(66,55}, Ondfestya (55330, ard Aru
nschiad Prackesh, (G0.2%]1,

Mu.mﬂglﬁmlr%
Bon within exste groups on (b s

W
b L

sue of beoadband at
tiome. In Bonsebakds in the gener-

al getgiry, 84.1% have hroadiband

ConERetion, Wiikle the numbers for -

Other Backoward Clases {((80s),
Sehedidied Castes (505, snd Sche-
chuled EH &Tsp are TTSM,
ok, "EHER respectively.
Wi It is significant thas within all
socil groups, the mejority of the
broimehoids have broadband con-
E’-ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁmmri'cm
bes are m"'h"t"ﬂ'
hind hotsehakls in the peneral
caegnry in s aspct,

The most striking difference
prediciably exisis in wrms of in-
comi. Geverally, the monthly per
cepita consumption expendinme
{MPCES s wsad 58 & proay B in-
o, since nowme data ai the
household lewed 8 nor svailatle
From chie wil-level data of CaME,
we have the
e s P 100 e e
107% in tereres of MIPCE {Chare 1),
While i the lowest decile dass,
TLEE Fomseholds don't  Bens
Droadband commiciviey, the fmim-
ber fior the highest decile doss is
oaly 1.9%. However, even for those
st balong b the sevomd lowest
decile dass, the majorEy (56,255
haee broadband comnection at
hizme. In oiker words, while the
peerest are sl on the wong side
of the digital divide, Brosdhand
comnectrty improves with every
decile clas. Promomic stabis is &
sigmificans determinamt of beoad-
harse] cannecving The gowers:
n1.E|1[ lias salad 1Bl |:||"|:l'|-1-ﬂl:l1'| af

Internet i3 & funds-
iz ubility aldm o water or elec
ericity (Dightal Indls website). To
failicare coverage of the pooes
sections of the society, the g
ment can Ehink &F #ulsidisng
trcadband comnections & tha
mrr-lul.&-l"b.:n]ﬂm

Mg in LA ME re A
34.2% of naral huu.'idn]-.‘:lpma.r-lu:
971% af wban houscholds hewe
mekile or Mleplione connections
I thesr hosehokh, Wisen we ook
at people aped 15 yaurs and aboe,
23 4% In urban areas and B3,0% n
iiral Eeas can e mobile phones

S
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access and d@tal skills in India

Howewes, a deeper look at the data
showe thel the w== of mobile
phomes 15 ot a8 universal as he
headline mombers sugges,

Tahde 2 s the share of the
populatdon who e a4 mobile
pliome with. an active SIM cand ax-
clusively, for making calls or ac-
cessing the [mimmet, The dsta
shuows thayl women and socially de-
prived sectoss ark at & dsadvan-
hge. For example, within the gen
eral categary, omly 253% ol
wimen use mobile phones excly-
sively im rumal aress, widile the
numbsr for urban areas & 51.7%.
Far £Cx, 5T=, and 08Cx, the Tim-
brers aow far Dedors the general cabe-
oey for both men and woomen.

While there is a lot of @sozsion
bt 3G connectivity in India, da-
ta ghow that just more chan half
the population i rural anks e
45, while mope (han 70% in urkan
areas use the mme. A sipnificant
share of the popalatdon (40.4%)
still uses mmobsili technolmgy which
8 more primithe thin 46 The
ahirw of people with 56 conmectiv-
ity i negligible in the counmy.

To groge digival skill, we B
custaed dun soie hasic ks such as

1. Around 53.6% of the populs
sion (15 years and sbove) o8 iEe
thie Internet In sl kreas and B
in wrban aress, The proporton
who cin dedireoehe smalls s
even Jower (20% for rural, $0% for
urban). Ondy around 408 of thi
rural population can perfons the
UE e

share of people who can perform
amizhmetkc opertions i sprosd:
sheets & ewiremety fow, Only
3783 of Eeelia’s poypealation sgec) 15
yiara and above Can periom an-
line basking ranseeomi,

Sl Choradnry s i Aoaciar
Proghszor o Footomkr A1 T Barinet
iy Fodlin, iiid Sows leon Sefagia b

v anahal

to the Internet, but with significant variations across sodal groups

Chart b Tha dhar thases S e broad buedl Cos nedivity of Roussboidy gomrging
na the dechbs Clses of Monhly Per Cazita B pe diluse e fin 55

1M Daky S0 e boumshaltis e foemes anie
bod amex fo dneddaa e et e

Tabile 3: Frapariion [

al the pogulatian

whaine sy mobie L

phozswigh an
v b card

oot esivedy Bad -
g Cals BF GOCREE-

g hes b

4y
| i6a
LT

TFamaln. Wl Pl
e S ., & 52
s TERE
| d8A | WA | b

154 By | 4am

Ot 3 S ekt digital ahil b ol the rprad oo uiban papliations f ledi {15 RS
and 1 b i
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The city begins in
the classroom

Green buildings are now part of the curricula, but
dealing with heat and floods demands a paradigm
shift that starts in the schools

KavusHik Das GUPTA

THE FIRST HMLF of D005 hars T 4 00s-
Tk cate alihe chiod wmsught by dimabe
thisge on ‘weather sysbema. [E has been
another hot year, ot the recond- reaking
temperanines hawe not Beem durieg the
summer mosgha Peogle in India sxperi-
eowced Ehe hotiest lamuary sinoe 1958, By
February, met oty was the mol weather
In restrear, bt the risng Bad
algn olsoured spring nsevesal parms ol the
COnurr, 10 v e Paime st that India has
been in the second month af e e
since 00 — the nabonal devige Tien-
peraiure was 135 degress above narmal.
The M40 issoed it first beabsave alertior
rhat SUmimiEr as sarky 2 April Bt day had
nofE el Thi soorthing c2mperalures usg-
ally associated with the month. Defid,
Mok sed Bengaluru set rainfafl-res
lated recoidss, Hieat netumed fonerthisdia
I ehe Eirst balf of June, Shewwers hayve
soeme relied #o the piople Like
parts ol soruth Incia and Meharashin, the
pisginn could experience an apely radey
saser i the IMD forecast holds tue,
neecentyears. another factor has made
fhe B rweather mene toeng forindana In
several paets of the couniy, the summer
vl o Isecomoing stresi ot joest be-
oz of the high tempersbans, The mois-
ture in the air imhibets e body's ateling i
fox] vy th oo e pastoral Prechandam
of pwpating, The strain is fell ot sl by
oartdoar wirkers such as construdion
Bandr, frmers, st sencons and food-de-
Tivery pantroers. A growing bedy ef scholar-
shii psharars that thedr bodes ars eappiand o
heat ol i adidd oo not pet-a chande ool
dosnevern during the night. A 202 Werdd
mﬂud-rmu'w;mgllﬂnllmﬂ-
lion joios i bredia could be at nisk by 2030
e ey Bl EXRISTIOE,

Thie brarradity is the resal of mukiph:
weealher sysiems asoured the coundry,
wiich In turn ace fusdied by the general
warming of the seas I this wasa
enough, the armosphesic instabiliy
caused by moie i s from e By of
Besgal has |#ft its markin seversl pans of
rhe coumiry, Mepe tham 153 people st
rhiietr Dives st 1o lighaning “rikes in
March and &juil —Jnmtﬂﬂﬁsli:f:
e compared 10 last year. Bihar's -
teer pana pemenl authoei by recood s shaw
tha! |i||;|-u-_|-|.m-5h-im-.'l.1lmtdrr:n-rv s
o liviss Between Aprd 9 and Apri 4. The
wiane [1as abvways ki & Bospot forligae-
ruimez-yidated calamitiis, Bt thee wrikd
nepaca Ity harpgeen in June-July.

R brings samereliel bt also leases
hspupticn i s wlie, This year the ear-
fes piel of the mensoen over fambal
coamdied Wity the city beealeing a pod-
year-cid recard for sainfal in May, Large

a newdyy bullt Metro saton, vent under
‘waler reminding pokcyinakersof the vd-
reeralbility of the country's eronemy ta -
mate risks The downpour exposed at
Tea sy 50 mevw waberio frang e s mh Khe SiTy.
BN hie past Do wesks, several pats ol
Fune have b=en inundated. Bengaluro.
too, has expericnotd disrupoive floods,
and parte of the Morrheass have Bean
lrasdby hit by lancilides.

The grosirg thema b of climate stres calls
Four LTt il vt o - ey S P s —
Bt st rectiral and non-sresiural —eo
liié econamic and socil Bllout et st
things first. Climate change and emratic
weeather e contrbuting (acmors: The un-
deilying issus velabed oo manmyof tha prob-
lemes Faced by peaple undersoong koeg-
standing systemic gaps in planning, lnd
use and meanL

Expemns Bave underlined that most
Indiam corles ane ot 2°C hotber than
foartiy pural areas. The concrens, asphalt
and beicka ugnd o uisae infEs rustune,
wivarly, Tl difegs avedl fawiemmEnis snak up
and retain hear. These materlals ae par
of an engneenng pacadam that releon
the uie of strong mareriald i aRsTmcy
sty offices, howmisand mosds. The be-
[refhat Eremrwould wiherand all Kieds of
weather haen't been unfinsfdind Bur jii's
increasingly become gvidial that basild-
iregs are 3 source of exipgme aighitime
heatworldwed e, indudisg Inda

Cibes are bath a produc of peophes -

ansd harsirgers of (har progress.
I's natural that taey will mepand Howeer
urtan espansion has become (otemno
ity real et and solBosities have paid
shart shrif to the natuml copaates ol abies
o deal weith excess waber, Whether in
Dergabiry, Mumbal, Pune: or Dethi, urban
deeloprrent — planad and snplanzed —
mmhmmﬂmﬁn—
acartaring deirnineEbinrodimate ik

it's carwy evidfent. that most of dawill |

v in s o the comeng vears. Will these
v b ot res it ? will theey deal
ity shertbul imtense buersts of eainfall ¥

by v live iyt bie times The chal-
lenge rovess i oo bo b el e chas.

Grien Tldings and clemae-frend |y
p are novy part of the curmoslen
soumee of Lhe Dip s ngivese i g ard apchins:-
Eure instinenes. That will not B2 enough
Climase-prooding cities requires a pasa-
digrm shift in Consmict o Soience oo
ula acrms thecountry. Tadhnology iz, b
ewer, anly part of 1 challenge, The
waather vagarses (pase Brodd i i SHons
i lgreberd i and pedagogical sysiems ~
ey e 25 SETOS a5 The Qe prsd
try Al dwtad duorwaion

Tl el requment has bernme Sdin
girporn ian extent. But all soo aften, ined-
mliuuiinsm_l:::.lt'sm:d'rrhmmhr
ticked Ecoingy is yet tn I:rlrmrnu pat of
peaple’'s socialisation @ most cigjes
ﬂunmprmhmuhﬂ:dmh
Finm.;lknr!-:-nmhnﬂanunqm
Al P2 Ea e i hisal. vain, gy
ri Mp MHNGARRS, DORANE, Chve, lakes, and
draies s bved sralites of communities -
“wm.mmm whools

partzalindurs irancal capatal inchuding s Amnlcogupiedenpresinin s
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WHY OUR CHILDREN MUST ASK WHY

Theperils of science
withoutscientifictemper

Ensuring the integrity of
science education involves
two non-negotiables
- critical thinking and
empirical inquiry

HAVMEET SHARMA AND
F W GURLIBASAVARAS

clemific temper &5 easential for
bailding an irquisitise, demperst-
- ;:.;dprﬂgrﬁdwg&mw In Inr
B, te significant developments
m s aned teckmnobo gy, the scientific
mindset s not been able o enthuse
aur society suecessfully, This shortall
iga direct result of an educaton system
that privritises rote bearning, relies
om cutdated weaching methods, and
saffers from a lack of rralned scence
teschersand effective communicangs.
learmirs are seldom en-
courzged to ash questichs or engage in
meaningful knowbedpe construction.
Soientific thinking, & Kar Popper
rightly assertad, i rooted in dowbt nnd
challenges ta DTS,
Sciepce education in Indiaizata crit-
ical paneture. One af the most debated
propasmls oo the Madonal Bdoc-
tion Policy (MEF) is the insegration of
Indian Knenwledge (TKE) inta
the carriculum. While this proposal &
coanmendabile — students oust explore
ancent ndia's sgnificnt comributions
tn science, medicine, and mathematics
- the real challenge liss in bow these
mraemsare presented and whodeddes
what qualifies ae egitimate: '
We must approach this integraron
eritically encourages the
inchosion of IKS in corricula, which

myetrphysics, withcat differentiating
pwizen enpirical, falsifinble knowledge,
and faith-based cultmral practces,
Midklle sehool science education has
a abaping influence on biw studenls
perceivetlw sorkd Buteoday itisan the
impersection of polivics, radition, and
pedagogy. Middleschool markstheran-
sitien Trcan Inmuiive learming v barmnl
disciphines. This iswhers students need
b tavsght howro pose the questian, “Is
this muet” msmead of “Toes this alfire
mey belieli™ Ir's also the tme ideologi-
cal distortion can da lasting cognitive
¢~ ghaping worklviews basedon
niostabes rather than evidence. 1 stu-
dents are pupht that ol equals
science, o that nguuirymustdefer tocul-
turalpride, weriskcreating generabons
af passive lenroens whe merely accept
everyThing withoul questionmg,
The phrase “selentili miechod” &
warably absent from the NEF 2020
doeament. While there 8 an emphasis

Egup

aineritheal thinkdng” and “eurinsicy, oo
framewnrk i provided 1o differertiate
science from pseudoscience or kogic
from belief. Ina couniry grappling with

entswith the pools e question,
sest, asd resdse their unidersmanding of
ihewarld-natmerely cebebrage culiural
heritage. This cenizsion B ulariy
disconcerting when ¢ imed with
recent state-beve] charges to textbooks

that have downplaysd svalution, ex-

cludsd Musghal bistory, and prometed
umverifiahle claims nbout ancient ndis's
rechnolpgical achievernenis.

Tesabook sidebars such & "Did Yo
Know? often romanticize the past
withoutoffering criticalanalysis, refer

ring to anchent inmevations with e
explanstian of their scentilic validity
and inadvertently fostering cespect
over reasardng, The contributions of
figures like Arvabhatin in astromany
or Susnata in SUrgery can be inspira-
tigmal, but they should be presestedin
4 historical contex with acruracy and
sriensific abjectiviny

There is Erowing conoeri AMang
scientizts and educators et wopks
like gvoluron and human origing -
tracitsondd rargets ol idendagical opper
gittom — may be larther margialissd
underthe MEF. Revisions iotextbooks,
presenied a5 “curriculum rationalisa-
ting," hawe led 1o the removal of ennre
¢hapters on evalution and the periodic
wble from the Cless 10 sylinbag, The
WEF: oeus on " lexibiliny " and “local
lmowledge." sy Marrher dilare esaens
tial schemtific content, especially
it eoniflicts with religlous or political
sensitivities

‘T safeguard the insegrisy ol stience
educston, itis crucial to promote crite
el thimking and emgirical inguiry—we
st destinguish scientific knowledge
frans traditional beliefs, While 1K5 of-
[er valunble cultuml insights, they
chyoulribe tauglst alvegside nwsdern sci-
ciiific concepes, sabjeet 1o cmgi il
Lo selgart icen, dand ewerrivally il

- imsiig evidence-based rensomng.

Mare than maere text
From a very early age - preferably
FARTTiNg in Class G- 20 shoukd be
twnghs the fundasmenta] principlesofthe
acin:mj_ﬁe:mzﬂﬂl,ln&ﬂjrqhﬂﬂhﬂ-
pesting, observation, eApETimenaticn,
and the exsential pranciple of fabsafiabad-
iy, These sillsare crsdal for developing
ascientfic mindset. Anather imporn
arca f5 1T i thee revission of
educwtional fals. Changes fotext-
Looks should be comducted throwgh a
pshlic process, gaided by sciendiss and
aducaiors, to ensure thar sontent is not
influenced byideniogical biases, Teach-
I sebentific tapies 2ich.as ewluation,
climase change, und hmsan physiology
|5 esmentinl. These subjects must bepre-
senved fully withourapologyerdilution,
£ that studemts pee W B COMPrenen-
sive and aceurate schenmific education.
Additicnally, we must introduce
exercises thal encoUTREE students 10
eritically compare modern seientific
interpretations with raditicnal
natioes, The fusmpasition shauld be
o iened g wiythar Tosters curiosiy
and apprecistion forahemale kel

: proemoting
blind acsepmmnes Himplemented, these
recaguresvill net caly enlsanos soence
educarion in India bat 2lse culdvate a
preneTaton sklled in critical thinking,
enabling them to bridge gaps and thus
oo nibbe to A more in b cate sl erE,

Srimnoe texts ane nare than mene in-
smetional materials mem.(u peolitical
docamens that reflect wihat & Councmy
choosestotendhits childrenabor know]:
edge, mmuth, andthe importasceof goes-
eedng. The MER despiteit asgarational
rhetoric, doss not grourd saene in red-
sa Instend, it aliows idecbor o disgas:
iteelfe ft. Mesrmwhile, tedbeoks ofen
prioritiss cultural pride at the expense
of critical insight, En an age of climats
crises, prndemics, and technological
revnlutions, we cardus afford scence
education thal capers to sendmend. Wi
e dlasgraoms that serve a5 laborane:
riesalingairy, rotalarsalnosalga. The

: i 18 ot whecher Indian
ST xiunishei'l,;mfﬂd!‘ﬂ'ihﬂ
whethir wa will protect the integrity of
setemce or allow if 0o becomes & casuslny
ol culbural appeassment

Children should learmmor anly §chem-
ke conden bt also the processes that

when  genernte that knowledge, Reforms in

curriceium, o evalmtion,
combined with the ixfuson of scienshic
rensoning acroes disciplives, are essen-
il For-deve loping a socl e by that cosnsise-
enghy nskes “why"and applies rationakiny
ro sahwe real-world 2.

{Ptcer soeclierar Corrnnl
Linferrriny ai ekl Prigint,
Diyrirymesiad vy roecler
i o LR Dadermen
Bylgurd) __,.r"'l
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. Schoolspells hope
~ forcancerpatients

Kamataka government's decision to establish a
, || residential school for children suffering from cancer
i near the Kidwai Institute of Oncology in Bengaluru
is a commendable step towards inclusive healtheare and
education. With over 3,500 school-going cancer patients
in the state, this proposed facility, aiming to enrol 1,500
childrenatatime, promises free accommeodation, nutritious
meals, specialised care, and uninterrupted schooling, This
initiative, announced by School Education and Literacy
I_'rhnmm* Madhu Bangarappa, ensures that YOUnNg patients
would not have to choose between health and their future.
On the surface, the imodel offers several advantages. Tt
supports holistic development of children with cancer byin-
tegn:tingsu-um:ed educationwith continious medical su-
pervision. Thissynergy can significantly improve the quality
oflife for children banling cancer. The schoal's prosdmity to
KidwaiInstitute ensures immediate aceess to expert ancolo-
gists, reducing the logistical burden on families. In addition,
living alongside peers facing similar challenges can cultivate
a sense of emotional solidarity and mural un ing,
fostering a shared journey. For many, it will Anally mean
continuity in education, no longer ————0— ——
disrupted by frequent hospital visits : £
or prolonged absence from schoals. Thf '.ESIdE Lol
However, even well-intentioned factlity must
proposals warrant scrutiny. One im-  EAEUEN I
mediate concern is the risk of isola- @EE T
tion. Confinement to a residential [ FRTRTERA
facility, while offering a secure envi-  |EEE__
ronment, may inadvertently restrict Isolation, ,
interaction with peers outside the REEIHLTELYY
school, limiting social development. @i [Ts: 100 1]
The emotional tell ofseparation from
already grappling with the trauma of cancer freatment, can
be profound. These students desperately need the emotion-
al grounding and unconditional love that only parents and
loved ones canprovide. Another critical aspectisthe qualiry
of education; with government school S5LC results ata dis-
mal 2%, setting up a residential facility is not enough. The
children deserve and must receive competitive education.
Running such a specialised institution must be justified by
measurable outcomes both in health and academic perfor-
. mance, Such a facility needs substantial funding, and the
- governmént must ensureit isnever starved for resources,
While the residential school is a step in the dght direc-
tion, the government should ook beyond this inidative and
address the larger, systemic issue of overcentralisation of
health services. The Kidwai Institute is already operating
beyond its capadty—the government must establish region-
a] cenires across the state, This would not only help cancer
patientsbut also allow children to stay close to their parents
while receiving vital treatment, sparing families unneces-
sary hardship. By taking these comprehensive measures,
thegovernment can truly champion the cause of young can-
ter patients, paving the way for a brighter, healthier future.

AP,
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[LANGUAGE OF INCLUSION

Children thrive in their mother tongue — but only if no one is left out

TTES LINTYERSALLY

children learn best through thetr mother

toegaee. There g be nio Tw GEinions o the
reeseesggret Finadi s, Chtied i che WER 2000, 'wihach
sgares thar “children pick wp languages ex-
tremaely quecichy betwern 1he ages of baxand
eight”, and proenises thal “all Kiguiges wil
b taesght inan enioyalse g inferactive s
weath pheriy of ML actve COPVErsInon” Caen
riny bovmg dssociatin with thesdacanan seron
[ arn, horvesaer. uncoanfontabile with some of
the ideas Being pul fonwand
The HEP fists “peamasting mulilingualsm
aml it parveer of language in traching ancl
fearning” s fundaimental principle. The CESE
i5 emphasrang this i the schonds affilated
ity i Bust by linmil i o schaooks affiliated
ity nne hoaerd ¥ This masyy also be che ight
e et ol ey v e T ROTTLE
firads F0 place n schools, with no baoks or
ks, There ane also chelidren vehose ot her
Eorguiee s i scrpd wet. One carnal ignane
such realities or neglec the siiaton ina ma-
jority of guverrumesnt or inunicipal schools
wide achncating for multilisgeafism Chiliden
stutyang there nie no acpuare lnpaste skl
Py are b a0 e ams rru i ple Banguages and
certanly have the aptitade, But they need
DS — pesgar, propery ened ones—at
thee et Reacher-studerd 1atio, whi under-
srand their socko-culbural emvierniensl and

At tirnes, our rhetoric
becomes too grand amd we
erwd up tgnoring core issues
Mearly 9 lakh regular
traching posts in
BUAErTImet schools e
vacant. This problem has
persisted, with fluctuating
piimbiers, for decacdes. What
dioes ‘multilingealism’
mean forchildeen
Hll.ll:l.}l'.ill#‘ wn such
vinder-resourced schisols?

arertconstathranams-shoot whetfeer they'll
R feLatdienc] W el ST

I circulars alome bad the povesr o dange
thirges, miliore of childien — preethy e e
erabun beamers —veoudd ot bave suflened e
milabon, faifure, and sxchusion m the earky
years aler Indeperdence wihen they were
brnught o govemiment schiools by carmest
teachers. The imposstiom of comspulzary
English learning withoul aligning it tochil-

plamied pducation system = m,-.iqud b
el for a Sebin few — veas extended o
achiEye wniversal aoreds, a8 emvsiomed in
Aurniche 45 ol she Constinunon, which deeced
she stz mpoowvice free anid compudsory edu-
cation o all chikdren wp i the age of 14, The
systermcracked under is ovmweghi,

Witk the fading out of the earlicr genera-
nionof Candhian beachers and idealis) podin-
s, we berame unable reem fo recnas teac-
ers an time, Today, o most Indians, ihe
“poser of language” is synungrmous witk
kearming Englsh. Precie, hegh-fee-charging
st ane seemas thie ondy oo of secuning
a “bright” Turure. Muilingualisem weill cer-
Lainity el pormarture Cilent anud skills, bt ooy
i s Teocds thet B geaac s vilho beliese 1

lifefionig learming and a panagement system
hur ensures e pegular pesence of irsved

reachers with The necessary lanpaage sialls,
A irmess, oo riesboric Decomees. B0 grand
ard wee e Up ETRORING O0F iSTuEs Mearty 9
lath regular reaching [HIsts i government
s hunois e wcant, This hats perssted,
with g murnbers, for descades, Whai
e “rnudilEngualissn” mean for children
snulving o such under-reseuroid sowoi=?
The lage CJ, snoe | 5 viermna, highlighve:d
this in 2002 He uneopevncally sated that over
G0N BE collsges wene exsentially sefirg
dhegmreess, S0, wihal should oun real pnonty be -
promeing mailtilingaalism or recraiting
tpachiers wihi huave eamed their degreesT On
PTG, ST SN S ok ane furctional 7
In srreaing o mach inreretiona bench-
marks and meet the asparations of a seled
Eroup, et us nok forges tur coretinaonal ob-
Eartion b0 proside scpitable ethicabon mall
Intﬂﬂ_rrpl'hdwﬂuflwﬂimmmm
proportionastely an 1 prvileged sectian [ like
CBSE-afTiduded schools ), the move snder-
sred] shoubd not be ignomned. Let children
larm i e Largage they are maost comiiot -
alde witie Let Ehem decade the rest as they
g, Librurden them — indlead of over-
wihedrming then with et anoiber cnnsar,

The verter wonks i edfucmin, sorkl

dvenon and refigrous gy He s presentiy
e Al lma vl PAMT. N Defhi
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here has been much
debate in Indiz about
attracting forelgn
university branch
campuses since the University
Grants Commisston (UGC)
established regulations in 2023, A
few have set up shop: two
Ansiralian universides - Deakin
University and the University of
Wollongong - in Gujarat's GIFT
City, and the U.K's University of
Southampton in Gurugram, near
Delhi.

The momentum has continued
io grow in recent months, Last
week, Letters of Intent were
iszued 1o fve foreign institutions -
the University of York, the
University of Aberdeen, University
of Western Australia, Hlinois
Institute of Technology, and Italy's

Instituto Europeo di Design (TET)
= to establish campuses i
Mumibai.

However, earfy indicators
supgest that Deakin and
Wollongong, which began classes
last vear, and the University of
Southampion, which is going o

weleome s first barch of students,

iy be moving 100 quickly.,
Admissions were announced often
before essential details, such as
mformation ahout the faculty and
ofher key elements, were made
publicly available. While this rapid
Ppace may signal strong intent and
enthusiasm, it aleo raises many
OUNCES.

Challenges to the branch idea
Globally, transnational education
is navigating an increasingly
Lincertain ldi'idﬂ:apf This may e
one of the most difficult global
ensironments for universities 1o
estabilish branches. The country
with the largest number of
overseas universiey branches
globally, the L15., is in complete
disarray due to artacks on higher
educiion from the Donald Trump
administration. The last thing on
the minds of most Amenican
university \eaders is foreign
initiatives, Therefore, the Hinois
Institute of Techmnology's dectsion
1y esrablisdy A ¢ pus I ndia
choaiid e seen as an excepbon

i
4§

[
Philip G. Altbach

Frafessor Emeritus
and Dstinguished
Fellow, Cenber for
Internaticnal Hgher
Educ atsan, Boston
College, L5

Programme Oificer
lindernationalisatan)
af the Herala State
Higher Education
Council, India

A major ssue

' for foreign

unlversity
hranch
CAMPUSES 15
favigaring
India’s highly
COMPEye
higher
education
lamdscapse

HINDU (P-7), 19 JUNE 2025

The real challenge for foreign campuses

| the strength of their brand.

Even institurhons willing to
enter the Indian marker will have
Ty OvErCome numerous domestic
challenges. A major issue ks
mavigating India’s highly |
competitive higher education
landscape. -

Most of the institutions see king
i enter the Indian markes are nio
topetier schools in their own
countries, [n India, they risk being
SEEN 35 just one among several
“elite” options available to [
students, These branch campuses |
follow a market-driven maodel,
offering programimes in
high-demand fields such as
bhusiness, computer science, and
data analytics. While this
approach may be financially
sirategic, the narrow academic
focus risks making them
indistinguishable from India’s
bener-performing private colleges
and universibies,

Therefore, the real challenge is
to establish a clear academic
fdentity. Without this, they risk
being perceived as little more than |
dipboma mills, uldmately
undermining the reputation of the |
veery universitbes they represent, It |
iz also relevant thar most of the
branches already established or
planning o be established are not
comprehensive universities with
diverse offerings and research
focus, but rather are small
specialised schools.

India already boasts renowned
public institutions such as the
Indian [nstinstes of Technobogy
(1T and Indian Institutes of
Management ([IMs), which are
actively expanding their glnbal |
engagement and research
capabilities. Furthermore, a [
growing number of elite and [
semi-elite private universities in
India now offer joint and
double-degres programmes in
cullaboration with foreign
institutions. In thiz dynamic
environment, foreign branch
CAMpPLUSes CAnmo ]'J:I}" EUJ'E‘:I}' ]

A concerning tend
some international branch

campuses alresdy established
Incha is thiels nt|:p::ru-|'mn:hnh;|:|: -

reliance on marketing strategies,
often at the expense of academic
investment. While marketing has
its place, it cannot substimire for
substance. Students and parents
are increasingly discerning. They
examine publicly available
information on faculty credentials,
curriculum design, ndustry
relevance, and student suppost
systems, Flashy campaigns
without academic depth o
meaningful srudent engagement
will miot build lasting trust.
Anather key problem lies in
students’ perception and the
reality of campus life. Early
obseTvations suggest that mest of
these branch campuses operate
out of vertical buildings, often
renting space. If foreign
universities wish to be percemved
a5 full-fledged instinutions, they
st knvest in essential “soft”

| infrastrecture as well,

Meed for local relevance

| From the Indian perspective,

selecting the right pariner is
important. Universities from the
Global North are typically
interested in branch campuses for
several reasons, Host countries of
institutions may offer major
incentives in terms of facilities or
funds. In many cases, the primary
MOLVALRON [ [ Barn money, as
Hlustrated by several branches in
Drubai. Some wish to estabfish a

| presence in a country & recri

students o the home campus.
Without major incentives, top
global universities will seldom be
attracted, India will need 1o
carefully evaluate whether a
particular branch proposal is
suitable for local needs, and,
whether it is from a foreign
institution thar is artractive.

The establishment of foreign
university branch campuses in
India marks a significant milestene
in the higher education landscape.
However, if these ventures are

| rushed or poorly managed, they

Hisk becoming cautionary rales -
shon-lived initiatives that erode
trust, dilute brand vatue, and sl

| the broader momentm LAk

e Sl fegril interrea P —
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LEFT OUT

A]l over the world, there are more than 272

million children out of school. This alarm-

ing finding was presented by UNESCO's
Global Education Monitoring Report of 2025,
showing 21 million more than the Jast estimate,
Of primary school-age children, 11% are out of
school, 15% of the lower secondary dge group, and
1% of the upper secondary group. This suggests
that older children, probably in developing coun-
tries, tend to leave school early either to work,
or simply drop out because of disinterest. This
is & huge problem in India where the Lok Sabha
was informed by the government that 1.17 mil-
Bion children are out of school. India's target ac-
cording to the National Education Policy is 100%
enrolment by 2080. According to the report, fresh
enrolment and attendance data account for 38%
of the increase in out-of-schocl children, Grirls
in Afghanistan, for example, cannot go to high
school. Recent United Mations population: esti-
mates are also responsible for 62% of the increase.

The GEMR, however, uses different methods
for its model. If the data are administrative, there
1z no updated account of enrolment and attend-
ance; the increase in population is considered out
of school. If the basis is a survey, then the data are
more accurate because countries have their en-
rolment and attendance for each year, The team
imputes values for the years when no data are
available. So they may not always be the same as
the countries’ out-of-school figures. The model
also depended on the census because the increase
in population is a modifying factor in the final es-
timate. The report, however, assumes that school-
age populations are stable and does not take ac-
count of crises and conflicts. These affect attend-
anice and enrolment. Many children did not go
back to school in India after Covid. Some had fall-
en behind, not being able to access lessons digital-
ly; some went to work to help their families which
had lost their livelihood; some were left without
parents or at least the earner of their household,
Conflict may not only reduce attendance, children
may leave school by migration to safe zones, But it
also makes data collection difficult. But even if the
figures in the report are not fully accurate, the pic-
ture it gives is of an enormous number of children
who would find it difficult {o cope in a literate and
high-techage. X\ | \7
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TRANSFORMING CLASSROOMS WITH Al

DAILY GUARDIAN (P-8), 20 JUNE 2025

ARETHINK ON INDIA'S STEM REVOLUTION CATALYSTS AND
CONTRADICTIONS: Al, EQUITY AND FUTURE OF STEM IN INDIA

OPINION

PROF. RAGHAVENDRA P. TIWARI

fdia's develepmental
ITmhit'inm:. epitomised
w Lhe visbomn of devel-
oped nation, pre inextricphiy
Hinked to the efTeetive fnne-
gration of Scienoe, Technn:
ogv, Engneertng, aind Math-
cnakis (STEM] edlueakion
wilth frontier technglogles
such as Araficial Intelgenee
(AT Wik Indiy boass one
ol the workd's lurges| pooks
of STEM graduntes nnd
a demagraphic dividend
shevwer] towvnrd s wnth, thess
advantages eisk reneatning
notienal wnlessvnderpinned
by suistined investoents in
bty conbesciual refevimee,
anvd ethlsl gaemance of Al-
tdriven pedagsny, The crifical
s, Eherefore B oot stmgply
the pdoption ot Alin educa-
then, but rathsr howe bciu-
shoely, equitably, and ethi-
cally Al ks betnp embedded
wiithin India'’s hetermgenesies
edussthennd landseape
Despite a profiferation of
policy pronduncesnenis
anel pilst initintives, the
madnatreambng of Al in
STEN erluention is beset by
perslatend dlaparitiea. [Hl-
tnl arress pemisins uneven,
with infrastructure defeeil
particubarly amte in ruml
anil e nol peograglibes.
Facufiy preparedness and

peeclagpogien] innovation kg
teclnologien] nivaneements,
raising concerns abaod
the capacity of mieitors to
meaninghilhy miegrate Al
ol B e RSO0 STV -
menk, Moreover, curmicuhnm
o s aften been nere-
mientn] nnd fraggmented, il
ke |0 keepr e with the -
indly mendving demanadsof the
knowledpe doonoiny. These
structural impediments
theeaten to reproduce, miler
tham redress, easbing inen-
itlthss—lakdng b deemario b
which Alsrmabled lenrnimg
beseuiees greroative of the
privibeyed,

A criticnl assessment of
India's AL-STEM mnter e
must therefore move be-
vimd eebebratory narratives
oflechmnlogicn] keapfrosgging
o enggape with the deeper
structural and normstve
ol it shejing thes b
sition. Policy framewaorks
sl foreground {ssnaes of
peeess, pffordability, and
culmril relevance, ensur-
ing thot Al mtegrmtion does
ol exacerhate social and
edlucmtional divides, Peda:
el lnteryentions slioukd
he: mied inevidenoe-hased
practices, preoditsdng critl-
cal thimkimg, oreativity, and
etlafcal reasoel ng over robe
sutmmation. Furthermore,
tfrasiruetirml vestinens
st be poovmpinied by o
bust eajmcty-hubl ding for
educwlors and sustnined
engagement with kecal eomn-
Lexis,

SOCIO-CULTURAL
DIVERSITY, DIGITAL
DIVIDES, AND
ETHICAL GAPS
While Al offers the promiss

ol personalized and inclu-
sive learning, minst existing
ayaleins dre ol adeguately
epaipped o pddress Indin’s
lEgguakstie plaraliny, remil
varintions. and diverse
pectagnglcl traditons. Asa
result, there 15 a real danger
it Al-enabbed edueation
will delver a homogendped
efperbence, overdooking the
lived realities and cultural
conlexi= of students from
different backgrounds, Ef

forts to develop verameilay
and context-sensitive Al
tosks reneatn fimibed and aee
often copeemtrated in urban
o el ite s, leaming il
and mwmgiredleed commmimi

tes underserved.

Cnrrent policy it miyes,
Including thoese owilined
in the MNotional Education
Polbey {MET) 2000, fyrmnll/
recogmie the need for ethiml]
AT depdosineent sred beddislng
dfigital divides. Howeever, the
transbation of these com-
mEtments inde practice re
ks s stent, Digtal
infrastructure B still nneven,
with mipary government ad
rural schooks lncking basic
commectivity and devices,
Teachir traknling an Al ln-
legrratiom is abss imadeguaie,
fierthesr deepsenbigg the digsit]
dinvigde, Thus operatinnliz-
ing this acresa a vast and
diver=e educniion syeiem
i= i stgndfeant challenge.
Consequently, the benefits
o Al-drven sdicatonareat
rish of poering primarily to
already ndvaniagsd groups,
exzcerbating rather than al
levEntingr ewisting Inogubises

DEMOGRAPHIC
DIVIDEND DILEMM A
QUALITY Vs, SPEED
INSTEM EDUCATION
The priositization of tech-
nelogical aceeferntion in
STEM education, wiiliour
A commensurste focns an
duality sl contextual vel-
evinee, poses signilimnt
rlsks, Over-rellance on Al
iy side-lime the irreplaee:
able human elemivnis of ed-
ncntion—such ag empathy,

menleeship, and cultural
compect—essentipls forho-
lstie letening. AL to motter
by achvimiced, canmot fully
rejilinczite the e uder-
stnndding nnd acdapiability
tluae sk Bl imserabers by
Erctin's diverse classroems, [F
techunal oglisal solutons are
prioritized without paralke]
lvestments in pedagegy,
curricnlum reform, and
IL-'.]l.'ll.-l.':rq':Llpn'r'ﬂ'I:E"ll.l, HLi-
perficial modeendztion will
Fal to foster genuine engage
i, cresiiviey, and erstical
thinkingamong studenis.
[ndia's #mphasis on its
demographic dividend
does not, by dtsell, guaean-
e inchusive or enquitablie
Al-enabled bearnbng This
agivantnge may be realized
theowgh tarpgeted measwnes
to address intrastructural
pops, faculty readiness,
andd =ncin-cultural barmiers
Folicy Tramewerls mast
mirye heyonad demographie
arptims el teclino kgl
determinism o ensure that
Al ttegratonia grounded n
enuity, access, gl colboml
rielEmnee, This requires sos-
mined investment in digitol
st ructuine, rubiust eack-
er training, and the devel
wpuement of Al toolks fli age
lingunstical by and culiarmlby
adlaptive. Withowt suels pe-
cplibration, the promise of

i1 | =4

Al In STEM eduweatbon smay
deepen rather than bridge
vl ue st bl divides, and the
demagraphie drvidenid ey
rernidn wflflksd.

Al AND THE
TRANSFORMATION OF
STEM LEARNING

The integration of Al imtn
thir educational landscaps
hins generated consider
able debate regarding lis
potential fo emhonce the
understandlng of STEM
subjecta. Al's promise Hes
in its abikity (o persenakise
Emming adapt to kmd bl
student needs, and provice
ristl-trne feed bk, therelsy
patentizlly transforming the
ik, e -adee- Ers-all moded
thit hins long plageed STEM
e bon, Aclnptive kaumdng
plathorms powered by Al oan
dlEagose studdenits’ strengths
amed wenloresses, ol frring tai-
b e e i and upecaling
that mmy help bridge keam-
kg gaps, Furthemmore, Al
enabled simulations and
viriunl Bboratorses can die-
ORI E OOSS [0 eXpeTieT
tial learning, which is often
constrrined by inndeguale
wifrastructure. These lech-
mnlgical inberventiens could
fuster desper coneeptual un-
derstanding and enoorrmge
critival thinkiag, moving
STEM eduenation heyvond

Tule meniorsation,

Thecurment stafusof 5 TEM
afucatkon i lndin, howsseer,
is marked by hoth progress
andd perslstent challenges.
The NEP 2 has proviided
a micieli- nesdisd hnpictus i
STEM education, emaphi:
slamg experential learndng
and integprotion of technnl
oy from the marky years of
slonking, Indk s one of
thielargest cohorts of STEM
graduntes ot this quan-
titative ex pemsion need o
b tenslated o quakity.
Apart From digital disvide,
gender disgarities are also
pronounced, with women
cornatbfuding anly & madest
properticon of STEM cohort
and an even snaller shiare
of the STEM workforce,
Moreover, the curriculum
often rempins discommecied
froimreal-world applications
and rapaidd v evnbving indus
by needds, bendbing 1o o ois-
mitch hetween educatiannl
auleonses and work place
e TR,

LEARNING BEYOND
BOUNDARIES: Al

AS A CATALYST FOR
FUTURE THINKERS
Mlthough Al-enpbked plod
forms hve the paolential o
transform clnssrosms min
cenilres ofbgulry ond lnno-
vl prevailingceEpantivs

hinder their effecine utilzn
tion. Toaddress ihese chal
leages, polloyinehers niust
merve beyvorud pilsl projects
and adopt a systende ap-
proachs: first, by mandsting
Al eraey and el hicsacmoess
all lewels of the schaol cur-
reukin is cuilined b the
Matinnal Edumation Policy
(WEP) 2020, sl ensuring
that AlE=notmerefyanadid-
a1 bt @ ecre commponienl of
eligital and seientific kearn
s Second, aegeted pubiie
imvestment &= resential for
birkdging the digital diviede
through mobile AT abs, of-
THme combent delvery, and
partmerships with industry
and NGOs Third, 5 rathonal
Al teacher training policy
shoubd be estolsleshed, mmak-
ing Al training compulsory
i B Ed. programsand annu-
alwpskilling with resources
tbl o] e Bewe-coiumectivity
EIVIMLITETITEE,

FOSTERING

CRITICAL AND
ENTREPRENEURIAL
CAPACITIES:
REGULATORY AMD
ETHICAL IMPERATIVES
Policy must nlso pddressthe
regubatoery and ethical di-
inkrrastrms of A i edieatnn
The rapsd depboymentol Al
fieids Fidse s Urgenl onoeTms
whout datn privacy, algorith
nidiebiis, soaclbcadein nteg-
rity. The fort hoomming Digital
Inalia At and the establish-
meent-of an Al Cenire of Ex-
cellence In Education are
steps in the right direction,
bt st e pecompanded
by enforcenhlestandarnds for
b ey, repulng ol it
and chear probene]s for data
prolactkam and learnes wisl-
fare, Collaboration between
governiment, peadeda, wad
inchustry s vitnd o develop
conteat-senattne Al appli-
cutirns that reflect Indin's
[l stle anad eulvel diver-
sitw, whill e nngring research
slioubd help evolbve adapte
currniculn pnd assessmeni
aystedns. Ultimately, Al
promise as a eatalyst for

rritical thinking and enire-
preneurinl skilEswillonly be
reabeed if bfs bt ration i
pmvermied by strong cempli
i frumeyorks, sustained
funding, and p commmend
o inclustve, conbextieally, re-
rvant educational reform

Concluston: Towards In-
clusive and Contextonl Al
in STEM Educatin

The tran=slormptive prom
meel Alin Indean STEM ed-
westiEn will nest be renlized
Eh oy boe o] ogrieal die ey
mimizm alone, but throogh
adeltherate, incfusive, and
cifvically ancihered sirabey
Inelia's joueney towvard de-
velaped natien hinges on
i i eyl pllot profects
and fragmented reformsto
adddress foundatkonal gues-
tins of equity, guality, and
governance Policy makers
meist prionitize snstained
bvestment b digial bfra-
stractere 1o brigdge renonal
s snem-eronoesedivdes,
formabcing Al -drivenleam
g acvesaihle feall, Mandat-
ing Al literacy amad ethics
acroas curricla, and em-
bedding teacher training
pre esseriial formesmingul
s oo mivgrstbon. Feps-
latory frameworks, such as
the Digelenl Indin Act, niust
he urgenithystremcthened 1o
sifepuned data preivacy, en-
sure plgorithmic fairness.,
il oo IrEgErency,
Colkatesration with tepchers,
reserrclers, and indusiey =
vitnl o developing combext -
sensitve, mulilngual Al
tnots anal pdapeee curricu o,
Torgeted Interventions o
promeate diversiey and inchs-
sl —oeapecEiby foe ks and
tlemdanmge gronp—will he
the ey Only thraugh suct
comiprehensree, copriby-dry
=t refoemes, Al can becoms
o gemuine catalys! lor inne
valkm, socEl mehiliby, and &
forture ready STEM educn
Ehoria s slenn dn Dnilis

Virns are peyrsuial

The arthor is Fice Chivnoelion
Ceitral Uty of Pusjfal,
Tathinda
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Drunkdrivers:
Schoolsmuststepup

tisshocking that 58 school vehicle driversin Bengalu-

ruwere caughtdriving under the influence of alcohal,

once again exposing the systemic negligence that
plagues the school transportsystem. The licencesof these
drivers who were found to have consumed alcohol much
above permissible limits during an early-moming crack-
down have been sent to the RTO for suspension. This is
not merely acase of drunken driving - itisadirect assault
on the safety of children, The fact that drivers entrusted
with the care of children reported to duty intoxicated is a
betrayal of the highest order. Whatis even more troubling
is that such checks are difficult to conduct during peak
hoursdue tomanpower shortages and the morning traffic
congestion. The dangers posed by a drunk driver extend
far beyond the risk of accidents, as they may exhibit un-
predictable and inappropriate conduct raising concerns
of misbehaviour or aggression towards children.

Therefore, the burden of accountability cannot rest
on the police alone; transport contractors and school
managements should also be held responsible, If a bus
driverisfound under the influence of aleohol, the contract
should be terminated and legal pro-
ceedings initiated. Schools must be .
made answerable too because they BT
are the ones who appoint these con- A
tractors and are responsible for the ﬂlﬂi‘lﬂllﬁ_’!g.ﬂil
well-beingofthechildrenundertheir KAEUHELED
supervision. Schoolsaretheprimary  JHE N0
custodians of children during school schools
hours and transport — their duty ex-
tends beyond academics to ensuring should be
o s chald etz oo need [N

every . Parents too nee

E introspect. Often, they entrust accountable
their children to overcrowded vans
and auto-rickshaws withoutverifying  —
the credentials or fitness of the driver. When a tragedy
oceurs, theoutrageisalways directed towards theauthor-
ities — but why wait for a tragedy? It is high ome parents
demanded accountability from the school managements.

Theimageof aninebriated driver behind thewheel ofa
school busisalarming, The Karnataka State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights should view this issue with
utrnost seriousness, as it directly impinges on the funda-
mental rightofchildren tosafetyand protection. A robust
Standard Operating Procedure (SOF) should be putin
place, requiring breath analyser tests for all drivershefore
theybegin their dutyeachmorning. Asthe Jomt Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic) pointed out, the authorities are
now contemplating invoking provisions of the .T?t'_Em]E
Justice Act, 2015, against the offending drivers. Thisisnot
ustappropriate—itisnecessary. Ultimately, safeguarding
‘::hj]dren is a collective rl:!_-'pl:msi:hih'l}': stricter enforce-
mangreateran:pgmtahhht:rfrmarhﬂﬂ'm\v ‘ﬁf"ﬁ
and heightened vigilance [rom parents. £
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Teachersthat Tripura
chosetoforget

VARLIN SUCHOAY

o the silent corners af South
Tripura, the jungle overlooks
the homes of erstwhile teach-
ers. It's a soeme common aCrass
Tripura: 10,323 reachers were
dizsrdesied by the state goern:-
et 10 years aga.
Tanmay Math and others filed
acmsein 2014 apasst the wromg-
ful recruiment of 462 govern-
mentteachers by the then-state
t of The Left Front.
ment had re-
eruited 10,323 reachers, inchud-
ing 1,100 postgradoate, 4,617
graduate, and 4,600 undes-
te teachers. The Tripura
igh Court ruled in favour of
Tanmay Nath and others, stat-
ing that thie state goveTmment's
2003 Employment Policy was
"had in baw"™
Para-127 of the High Court
verdict clearly stated that the
arder of the division beach ap-
pﬁ:smd}lmtmﬁmmmtimed
iny thse case by Tanmay Math and
others. The state government,
hivasever, terminated the entire
cohort of 10,323 government
reachers. Even ¥, 3 major-
ity of these teachers are Uncme
ployed.
PraderpReangisoneafthem.
When I methimin Reang Para.a
village on the edge of the forest.,

The srate

bcgrimdmwhhaqulﬂmnﬂc CxpeTi
& tattered plastic chair out-

4f weasn't even named in the
case,” he told me. *We fteach-
ers] filed BTIs The response
confirmed it, Sl we were all
termited”

Their appeals 1o different
caurts failed. Their protests,
including & large gathering in
Agartalain 2071, were et with
water cannonsand Tear gas.

“Yhen pur petitions were

| dismissed, we turmed o what-

ever work we could find,” said
Pradeep, "] started fanming and
rubber apping. Some teachers
droverickshaws, soldvegerables,
o turned toodd jobs... 160 [H60]
peachers died, while seme com-
mmitced suicide duwe to econamic
hardships Teaching is a well-re-
spected professhon. We lost re-
spect and inceme pwermight.”
Private schooels are reluc-
tant to hire them due to prob-
abde legal implications, “We
have been stigrnatised. Prople
don't know whi the 400 [4562]
reachers mentioned in the caze
are, 50 they are sceptical. Pri
vape schools don't want 1o get
inwalved. All doars are shur”

shared Pradeep.
The % MESponse

: EovETImEnt
gince hag bean, at best, evasive.
Tn 2018, the new BJP-led state
government affered & one-time
extenson 1o teachers, which ex-
pired in March 2020, On March
31, 2020, oae week into the first
coronavirus bockdown, 8882

1 headed to anather village in
Suth Tripusa o meetthres ter-
minated teachers to gain more

I met Bijoy, Samyukta,
and Sublach (pames changed
i protect their identities).

“We were proud o serve,”
Samyuktatold me. “Trwasadig-
pified job. The verdict ruined
our lives, Wi were young and
b our prime 10 years ago. We
cold've achiewed 2 lor inlife™

Recent developments make
their story even more painful.
I April 2025, the Tripura gov-
proment acknowledged the
tencler shoringe amnd the need
to find “the best tenchers™ from
autsbde the state o Emprove ed-
uention quality, Thetarminated
teachers, still lving and search-
ing for employment in Tripura,
weren't even menticned by the
stabe govermmeniL

YWhile the state government’s
deciston to address the shoreall
ks @ step i the right direction,
wiat about the well-trained and
searching far emplovment and
answers? Might the stte gov-
ernment cansider listemng o
thieir concerns and addressg
ehem The 2004 High Courtver-
dict clearly stated that the state
government must run 4 fresh
recruitrment drive and completes
itbefiore 31 December 2004, The
ste povernment did not, The
Supreme Court Bench upheld
the High Court's verdict in 2017
bt psked the stafe EOVErTUTENL
e a [rech recTuitment
drive by 31 March 2020, Onee
again, the government failed to
dosa,

Thiose omce enmrusted with
chaping Tripura’s future gener-
ations are now nowhere in the
comversation. They have besn
quletly erased, not just from
their jobs, hut from the state’s
conscience, (o0, Ten yedrs i
long time to wait for juatice. Can
thestate government securethe
sate’s future by acknowledging
and addressing its past over-
sightt Canit find 2 solution clos-
et to home instead of searching
els=where?

{Theauthor iz an indgendeat
researcher and wivier)

| am)f g
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NO STOPPING HER

Class Xl board exam data from 2024 show science is no longer
a boys' club. Challenge now is to keep up the momentum

ATAON 2024 Class X1l board exams, released by the Ministry of Education,

tell a story of quiet persistence: For the first time in a decade, more girls -

28.14 |]akh — cleared the board exams in the science stream than in human-

ities — 2724 lakh. These figures mark a powerful shift in academic and so-
cial dynamics. As an analysis of numbers from 25 school boards between 2010 and 2023
by this newspaper in September 2024 showed, only 38.2 per cent of students clearing
science in 2010 were girls. By 2023, that number had climbed to 45.5 per cent, setting
the stage for the 2024 breakthrough. The reversal of the longstanding gender tilt toward
humanities is an affirmation that science — once seen as a male preserve — is being ac-
tively pursued by female students across the country. Ina country aspiring to be a global
leader in the knowledge economy, this is welcome news: Drawing on the scientific po-
tential of half its population is not just desirable, it is essential.

State-level results underscore the national picture. In Tamil Nadu, girls achieved a for-
midable 96.35 per cent science pass rate in 2024, in Jharkhand, Bihar and Odisha, girls out-
performed boys. This reshaping of ambition and possibility has been facilitated by grow-
ing parental encouragement and good-faith policy interventions such as the Vigyan Jyor
scholarship schemes for girls from disadvantaged backgrounds, and the CBSE's Udaan
initiative, which helps underprivileged girls prepare for engineering and medical en-
trance exams through mentoring and financial aid. What happens when more girls en-
ter higher education in STEM? According to the All India Survey on Higher Education
2021-22, women now make up 52.1 per cent of all students in science disciplines across
undergraduate, postgraduate, MPhil, and PhD levels. At the undergraduate level, they
constitute a little over 51 per cent of the total enrolment. In medicine, women are at par
with men: in engineering and technology — fields where they have tradinonally been a
sliver — their representation has risen considerably. These numbers point to a future
workforce that is likely to be more diverse, representative, and arguably, more innovative.

The promise of these numbers, however, will continue to come up against the
shadow of unequal realities unless it is met with deeper investment in infrastructure,
mentorship networks, employment opportunities and safe spaces to learn and to linger
in. Girls from rural areas and low-income households still face immense barmiers that
cap their ambitions: Lack of resources: unavailability of laboratories and equipment;
a private study space, or simply, the right to stay in school. If this moment is to make
room for long-term change, it mygt ensure that STEM dreams that have got off the
block are not stalled midway. o /
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A new framework proposes India’s
civilisational resurgence through cul urally

A CIVILISATIONAL PARADIGM |
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Many international students in the US.
caught in the crosshairs of the Trump

administration revoking visas are Indians.
As some self-deport and others wair, the

crackdowns cast a larger shadow over

freedom and plurality in some of the
world's top educational institutions,’
i

T

bW b speai e pan
Frw monibe running,

By paarning, baiore

Lh# o W i yun Segies
o b on e cracked shiewalke, b
ol oo b a5 B aln oo 20
g Thits rwn, Fet i, b b ksom
b cre. s (ha oty dmel cn
rraks a pli W o oy in e
by, Wil paparre o arpndie.
W o call o el p” Haw nos in il

otk Ira Ee IR e,
wha Rad arcived frond Mse 1 sy
a chis Univerery of Califarria, hid
bl ke iy bk alang wif
ik of ot e poraw e
vy The coul bed coma
wiibout wumisg. b hed g hm
Il EITE 1D AR ot  ankdsn

of the hereain o
B, He r mriped ns
st =1 e thi pisag. o Aped T,
Ay wher Bl b wiied
o bovr, bl ool i Bioe
roaTrinscm.” B EyE.

Anginaw, i roap bo o leng wvhcke
Badors be con. JEn Tl o e ot
e mll on e herger, waiting so ke
e, He spanmerl il oo 1
Fig el il oslera s on shor didn’t
bt & fow hadl Gefawsd balasre
dimg = b ppidig - i binsrcaes:
memary, ar e g ke dind bel

, Bl vina rewocaiion, e beiad S rhe
HH-F Bervacy Ca rarsdam ok el
predec by wklch 1 Emaed rraoiss
il el oo sl lom e f everp peal

" e ek e dol boved,

© ke s bavamee o bar -

* prererg o e pesman,

a i begad arsd irmrmigraiion
oo, maning in GafiTamn

= oo whern o fsdene Nbe
e i P siclind on pliside cre
o ptl Bray, worATing
whirl gy had doana wrong. Basch
e, ihe marre GpisCom, She HPE
unceraingy, hang Bbs anadc i

Lt 3
*| mun, | walk, [l Aaping
-w‘prwm-mlﬂl'.
sy, (hey are harre. b ihe
Bt 4l he poher smmoheds nlhn'
o i e IR
'.ﬁl:_:m:'-vl ..:::ﬁlh.l":‘l
Mgk Lhad sk, "M brodhiT 3
W oy paman’ Aedican Dream

n tha wye of tha sl
Eabir's gany . ra i B
Thauudnh ke Fabir e been
i bk ek Fararss upenid by
thi shifting dd oi of Dl e L
Al pidicel mood n s Haked

Eri Blareh, =58 Truemp
irdanirader arnauresd ikl 4
¥ firraliag bai0 il in
Feckeid Faniding fog £ dambi
Univmrainy s b e bl
T

e Lt
Hedinin® sad abes oz ped

sl e S i e By e
direeiad R ie iy by Lo
w8 biE ST i Do), U
Flarvard. FRAL dield Prirewan

"W i Eehy ifary Indan
ey el Lagoiedd Blegho
Verer ared Frahl e lvmsgr of 6l i,
Fanjan: Srivkiin of Colardis,
Fodar Ko Jurl = CacrpenaT
Udlsnrniny: Thin ko bad 3 dhullbg
st onche papchs of lsdlin
Enddman. Thay o curying
sapers froen. tha dorre e 1he
e, which b eot oo ehing
rpdal Thay are baving

sun” mnpa Al Esrabha, g

Blichenis
mTII.u(H’lmﬂa:\:
cxgurver Boath pan ol

drtee patieal dhangs

it e BT
mad e vl par Il er
ampitad o Fiokoia

smndad by A 1L Ssddand
mﬁuumlmm adaanm "
b 1bi Fomn vl Depisg
siidien] visa Based gk skl oy
Ve Hing b Lt baend e in e
(R LA tagl

HINDU (MAGAZINE -1), 22 JUNE 2025

b gring Uroverare 21 -
teprrident of SUATIL wprbs s
Tuix daat Drcllen orad e
taspeied whas vhas readb jad seasl
Iz laam oa ikalr sdenaton. Mya
brdian grsdsrme w Ol iE i
shee b cormEL e e bimp
i ey el o g ll-qrn.r gxi
et Enpwes, o e wordzms,
e ok s b KR for
e hl-..q:.l_\.-..
A larger Ideadoghied o
Thar Tramp siasd aratiin’s mave 1z
£ hlrl'\ﬂllﬂﬂ.l'ﬂ'l.n]-u'u bm ke
"

celed ]

Farw than 1, B34

ﬁuhlm PRORTEE s e
e sy O, an craar
e e v ol Pedie vy fundsad
rl-n:l:l-dﬁl'l-l Iﬂell"h“.-ﬂrll rase of

o based dherd iy progmerime,
claiming thaw & e i vimlation al
rrrikaaans bk aad il ighes
;Hmﬂwl_;g’;tmd:.m

FaAnERTT vomion bensked
Erssacigntions ko 25 colapes for
T praciees”, The
Cepr=rer] of lamaland fecunty

A0 ling o thee Corrruniny
Enpliaer by the Sauia Aaian
AARETn Poliny Tarng Geaag, 4
itk alasmidiadzes thol
wmm wetig Soiih
'ﬂ"'m“hlﬂrm‘

Aube bad thak ey sepked
aral chidi §EVIS recondk yride gt
BT potion or dus Fhomes. Jake
Wi bt of than pecedved amsl
St il rdr vits Wecn ahees, By
AR g5t nor el bt e al
Lheie wimes Emrma roaicn = BEVIS, or dha
Eecer] wnd Bachasge Venior
ek sl wn Syorean, dubitaaed b
Lbe LLI. Deparmmsd of Mo b
Srcuricy, brpe o eeeiioere reserd
i e g s b o
Tamcnackans el aad anctargs
il

Al e s i e B
'l Neerves, hom am

e pred £l emazoral irgde sy
inpialiy, ledlen svadean, the lrges
srgh Erepof farelpn i fedors n
ik Uzbed Sreed, b bves bl

I thh direas of uncoriaeis

IR L

trirnsazaslanideih o

1Ipeag
L= TS, T
Nk Sememgirbers ase Indian
ideni wha had fus v meecled
Becsmiara of 3 e B cuching the

T Siiwian w1 T |

erakiv fhe fcanes - ;:::h
Fivitealy, minaf inborions don 1

LT Ty ee—

i R s oy | Sarmh

Ptacisgs :ﬂ wrideris, ofie e
. F=ine] [Ei L
g aral wem pa ey u:::.‘f

ECraT i ko oW

LRI . “Iﬂ-l""-'"‘_i,l-


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (MAGAZINE -1), 22 JUNE 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDU (MAGAZINE -4), 22 JUNE 2025

i

MLES PORTLER BITS i "

MO FTUILE T | g mim;

ikl b EDF, BN mammm E i
[



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (MAGAZINE -4), 22 JUNE 2025


HINDU (P-11), 22 JUNE 2025

India not a magnet for global
science, says Ramakrishnan

Some key pain 1 points in | Indian science are delaved release of funds

Elﬂ‘_rl:_ll_a_[siﬂj‘ﬁfﬂrash‘mg 8 3 vear, and v-huns:.-:ﬂlwa»ﬁ

B.Prazad

Ith the 115,
TErnainat-
ing serveral
research
5, Hiring thou-
o Eﬂffeﬁi:ﬂ‘g_mlenum,
CaTCE mpoetang,
bigh-wahee foderal research
granls — S8 billion already
and further cuts of almast
$a8 billlan neaq year for Na-
tiomal lmsdbore of Heslth
(HIHN proposed cuts of
about §5 billien next year
bo Matoral Scence Fous-
darion (WSF), proposed ot
of nearly Z5% 1w MARA'S
budget for 2005, and bil:
Gons of dollars cal in
@rants 1 several universl-
ties — many LS. schentists
re planming o move 1o
pther cowrires.

Arcording o an analysis
cAarTd ot by MNasure Ca-
rears, U5, applications gar
Eurcgesn vacancias shol
i by 3% in March this
yesar compired with anch
2024, A Mamare poll found
that 78% of respondenis
werg “keen 10 leave the

oiry”.

HWol compsritve’
The Euwropean Urdon and
at lesst & landfis of Eurc
D aeeie Mot 15
L 10
attracl résearchers from
the 155, But since the comr-
mitied fusling & dwaried
try the scale of Randmg cuts
Ty e L5, and ghe hand
Ing i= :Jr::d.:,r highly com-
petithee in Burope, senior

o

goienmism  fram dee LLE .

el e 10 Earope s
larps rrumiers,

“There wl be 2 fow
solentisis wiho sl e,
‘tar ] do mot sEE o mAR EXo-
dus. Firsthy, sabaries m Eu-
rape are well below these
] qh.: L5, Secondly, mens-
ing iz always difficult both
professiomally and persce
nalky, Finally, the LLS Is
il the pre-eminent scieq:
fific counry, amd that will
he hird 1o wall wermy from,
1 say this &5 someois Wi
acrually did mowe from the
LLS. i E;njl.mlf D'I'H'I a5
VeI wilh & salary
“mu:ulmhaﬂ'whil
L wars making there” Wokel
[ayreate Venkatraman Ra-
makriskman, professor at
the MEC Laboralesy of M
Jecular  Biology, Came
bridge, UK., says noan

EVETY Year, rtqzard'l 1 scholars not being paid

science policies are changed with litde discussion with sciensis

Promise, but gaps

Mol Laursats Venicybraman

Ramakrishnea oxplaing why ndis
may reot 20U by bane i from the

L5, sziance humding cuts

email 1o The Himdu,

I comparkan, [nifks
has only a hardfial of Enst-
TTECmE, Sucls i N5c, NORS,
TIFR, N5ERs, and NITs, that
can poasibdy emracs 1LE
scienptists.  Acoording o
him, even the reneasmed
Instimoons in India are
skl clase ondy In soome
very specific areas”.

130 ol s nidi & 6
peneral magnet for ioerma-
tiomal ecignce” Prol, B
makrishman wdds.

Though funding
sciemce in India has o
rreased in absalute terims,
thyee precenitage of COP allo-
caped 1o E&ED has actually
redizoed. Indias gross ex-
pendinure on RED is esd-
muased o be ME-007% al
GO in 2025, Speciboally,
with  kmgurm  assured
funding for hasic research,
windch B absolurely neces-
ity 1o aract sesdarchers
Eaged In thee LS. nad puea-
manieed by exisomg pro-
grammes, can India taks
advantage of the siuadon
im the LLET "Indias RAD
Ervvestment as @ fracian of
GOP is musch less dhan Chd:
na’s and is abomi 3 thind or
less of wihat many deive-
loped countries have, and
far below coundries |like
Eguch Xaorea. [t wil nod be
stantial incraise,” Prof R
reakrigbanan says,

Lack af funding

Frol. Raswdrihoan cays:
“Neliher the fusding, the
irfrastrucivme, noc he gen-
eral smvironmwnt in indi
i mitractive for top-ievel in-
rernafional  sclendists 1o

Thass will b= a

T psionaions:
o ydlmred,
b 0 THOL 58E & rhas diod ca

| =wikin Indla

I =iy Shmyeuzed m-|.|.1lrul.
mrruu of prraate o public
aimomd pwn ol

s BLD [rwwitrmen]

5 b fracios ol GOP &
reuszs bran thae Chire™s and
b ket o thied or less ol
e paind

C0aI PP P

P Lviai th Fuieding, Hha
Inframtrucisre roc the
EEnETal ss banmeri i Indls
|5 phiractes for g vl
Irharrafonal sskatig ta_.

LIS, perentage
of GDI* allocated
Lo R&D has reduced

T thes LLE. moowanrk I e
dia. There may be specific
amens (B:g. tropical diess
s, eoulogy, =6 wihene [o-
4l i parn culary well s
ad, bub even in these areas,
It will b easles for scheme
izt bo do Bedd wark ilere
while baing amplowed fin
thie West” Oiven a chaice
hetween some Bandpean
coundry of  India,
strangly vouches fur Eu-
rop= a8 being a8 mole a-
rractive a5 & schendfc
desmination®.

Some of the key pain
[poioas in Indizn sclence
are the deloved selease af
Bunéls evary year, razzarch
schoodars not being  paid
scholarships for as oo as
a year, and whinesical ways
I wrhdcls science policies
are: changed wich lele dis-
cussion - with schentists,
Even the Ramallngaswami
r-airy Rilowshap, which
aims o sampport e rebarn
of earby-carsar lilfe sciem
dsis with at least ihsea
yeara al inrematdoaal psost-
docicral  raining, has
{zced stirupe policy chang:
wa Darrennlys dsefe are a0
nativoal policies 1o anrao
senior sclenclsrs frane ot
& oountrigg, “I0 ndin is se-
ricis- ghout attractmg 18
disin ecientisis abroad B
refurm, i ceeds so
far BnieT IRcenves. Ching

miare, Inindls, & b slmaw the
appeakie

Iredla has 3 demographic
dhvidand. - Hawsrsad thi
2 it paiary s dvaniage,
ard ¥ indis arpandercil,
vy fied Heslf usphie tobe
sarepeiiEive in the feture

wAth adher Asfan “

oaisilriEs dned

hias showm thar with salffi-
cianl Evestment and & gk
bide commitment, it can be
chame,” he sava,

in [z is avail-
abde malidy o the go-
wErnment agencies sudh as
DBT, [CME, DST, and
ZERH, with neghgible priv-
ape funding, In 2009, the
povernment  anoounied
TS0L000 crore (o the Ans
sandiban  Mutional  Re
search Foundation, which
will replace ZERB. In Die
cember 2034, Miesier ol
Siabe (Endependent
Charged of the Minlsmy af
Scienice & Techoalogy and
Eartly Sciences, Dr, Jiten-
dma Singh, o a wrilten reg-
I o the Lok Sabha, sisd
Lkl & Dudgerary provision
of anly ¥14,000 crore kad
beeepy made Ty the govern:
ment o WEZ-I028, The

bafnce §35,0080 crars wil
kave 1o be sourced thicaghs

“lonations from any thar

gawrges”, including pahlic
and privaie secters, phan-
thropdc  arganisanioss,

[cundadons, and Isderna
tiomal bodies, “In many de-

veloped coonmies, the -
dio al privace 1o pubdc
inveszmenil & almos owo
of mare. In ndia, it s &l
mosl the oppesiee. This &
really a Riling cn the part
al Indian indusery™ Profl
Ramakrishnan adds,

milar sciendss oo miovwe

minently or ag visitng fe-
boors. He abiribotes this oo
high salaries with low maes
and excellont sclengific in-
frastructure, Om the socie-
il front, Singapore is clean

anad well-rum with Brstram
echools, healibcare, mass
nml:,ammmnu
become a desinhle desis-
nefich for scienris fiom
developed countries, he
adkls, Do the other hand,
sriencists meoved from Oer-
iy e (e VU5, and other
coamiries n the 19005 he-
caiiz= fhiy Were in sgnili-
cing personal danges.

"Temparary advantage”
T Arract snier aclengise
Erom oiher couniries and
B encorirage falented pish-
ple already warking in In-
dis, e prrecsss rw Critical
aspects: scientific and so-
cial, “Inda needs § srong,
siable commimmen: o
Ecimice, which meass not
only much more funding
Bl afin mere shle fomi-
ing, much bemer infras-
Eruebure, and, jissl as im-
partastly, e
ecience Moo politks and
ENCELEVE buresncmabc
ruled  wnd  peguladons”
Aboaai the social fciors, he
gy “Thie cther dirinsong
oo gitracting sciendsts {es-
peclally non-Indiasg} from
abroad is India fiselll To-
day, well-olf Indians have
exzegitially Seceded from
pubiic spaces In India, Toe
day, the streeis are Rlihy
mnd ] of mashi, che skde:
walix are not oavigable,
and thie air is weiheea e
fm ennst cces.., Which nom-
lealian would wamt thar
gort of fife for themseles
arv] thedr childron™

He is. however, Ball of

praise and appreciation for
regrsrchars in Indly conr-
budng o sclence desplie
srnverad challsnges,

“I kave many sclendfic
friends In Tedla, amd I am
arvays amazed by bhow
they manage o do such
good work in such cefioulk
condidons, and yer e w0
cheertul, Voung [ndians
are 30 bright dmd enthi-
sasgic, Bul by sre baing
B cerov B the ssian iy as
a wihale. India has a demo-
graphic dividend - it ks coe
cf the few large cousries
willy 5 bl
pogrulagion”

*Elowewer,” he cautons,
*this i5.a emparary s
tage; amd il Incdia sgoan-
diers i, i may Emd ksell on-
able o he oompeddve in
the firtire with other Asikn

mmmb&iﬁfﬂﬁ“
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“ Literacyisrising,
butwe can dobetter

he B0.9% literacy rate for the country, reported
by the 2023-24 Periodic Labour Foree Survey

(FLFS}, shows good progress from the 74%
recorded by the 2011 census, but it also shows the
challenges in the basic education system. The best per-
forming states are Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Kerala,
Tripura, Goa and Tamil Nadu. Mizoram has declared
itself a fully literate state with a score of 98.2%. Kar-
nataka has to improve its performance as it does not
figure in the top 10 states, The New India Literacy Pro-
gramme (NILF), started on April 1, 2022, to improve
literacy among adults, has achieved some results but
the focus of the country’s literacy programme has
rightly been on school education.

Impaortantly, the reportshows that the implementa-
tion of the universal literacy programme is hindered
by many persisting inequalities, mainly along gender
and regional lines. A literacy level of just over B0%
15 inadequate in a country of 140 crore people. The
literacy rate is significantly higher in urban areas
than in rural areas, This rural-urban gap exists in all
states, and it is caused by uneven distribution of edu-
cational infrastructure. Serious
gender dispnﬁtimai[sl.n au;t}rmm
male literacy significantly out- e
pacing female literacy in several uiﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂtlﬁ:.i
states. The national average for FEFSISL with
men is 87.2 % and women 74.6%.

Though girls do well in school, StHE:‘.'S such
many are not even sent there, QLR
and among those who do make

it, 2 good number drop out early. Madhya
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Ra- g[SRI
jasthan are the worst achievers !

inoverall literacy, and the gender Hﬂj-ﬂﬁthﬂﬂ
literacy gap in those statesisbe-  QELLITTL]
tween 16 and 20%.

The top states show what good
strategy, persistence, community
support, and outreach can do for basic schooling. The
states at the bottom, such as Bihar, show the inadequa-
cy of governance and infrastructure, They also high-
light how social, economic and cultural hurdles affect
literacy plans and objectives. Every state needs strat-
egies suited to its milieu. Laggard states need to pay
greater attention to their literacy levels because, by
keeping large sections of the people illiterate, theyare
pulling down not just themselves but also the nation.
An illiterate population is a demographic liability as
illiteracy has high cconomic and social costs. A high
literacy percentage is not enough. Education should
improve [rom basic levels to the highest levels for it 1o
result in true empowerment, ‘:‘bﬂ:! am ¢ f
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Johm 1. Eennedy

cademle  bril-
lamice was once
defined by the
depsh of scho-
larship, rigomues inssihe
gonal prdstesses, and & cul
fure of tngairy puemured by
universities. Today, the fo-
£ has shifed oo melcics,

schodars highlighr I, and
stakeholders treat it ax a
deil of qualicy. Yer, & wilk
all that glitters, ome must
ask; whal lies beneath?
Today, ﬂ'.mﬁ:-rd.ﬂg:]n
, ddongside
08 ri'lj:i:ﬁ.l.‘-lﬁ-
pEE 1]1: inkzrent flaws in
all three, The Standard
ranking, for instance,
seels oo identify the mp 2%
seientist movarious disc
plines hased on a compa:
sie  indicator. This -
cludes bdalametric
Imdlcasnors such as ol o
ladans, h-index, co-authar-
ship-ad justind metrice, and
cltaions (o papers b difle-
rent ahorship positong.
Whille It appears sdensdfic
and data-driven, the éxes-
cise is not withour flaws.
For ane, it depends en-
tirely an Scopus data, 2
pommercial darabase that
does mat 4:;;1; all dissi-
ag equaliy. Homamities
ﬂ same Goacial Sciencea
i Egﬂiidr ng 4 large
el Eavi
cwath of global academia
invidible in the analysis.
Mirecver, the focus on ci-
gatian-hased metrics noeD-
tivises quantity over qual
I‘_'.' A Hen,
widehy-cited papEr
can I"mh Fi Br Uup
the ranks, while 3 game

(4|
¥

= T P— i
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et

Meaning over metrics

By focusing on rankings, our current education model
equates visibility with value and reputation with reality.

changing monograph o

Phdmmmurm EVEr
. What makes it

E"mrl. mare problematic i@
e blind applicaon of
theese rankings by instinu
lioms.  Without  comtest,
nuance, ar  disciplimry
senitiviny, they ane turnad
into mariedng cools. 0 ls
|ea8 absoot @ commidtrent
;l;nﬂﬂellmne and more
UE Opics and prestge.
The ranideg becarmes cur-
rn.lrh;r i funding,
&0 Altract I
students,  and  media
attendialn.
Indian conbext
I [ndEa, the sinmdom ls
more troubling. The Ma-

il Assessmens and Ac-
E:dmﬂunﬂﬂwﬂﬂm

semating after the pecent ne-
velation of a undwersiny in
andhra Bradesh allegediy
paavEg crupes 10 Secure an
foe  grade,  Shoskingly,
nearly 2006 of MAAC asses
505 Wers hl:er :'ern-:rl'ud.
die 4o Farious

lies, The demand for a
fomprehendive L]
mmemmp mpmun-
ed by these discredited
evalngines 05 reasoomable
amd wrgent. In  recent
yeirs, many insttutions
have managed 0 Saoune
s grades, which meny a-
e i inconsistens with the
ground realicy of poor (n-
frastructure, faculty shog-
tages, and abysmal student
outcomes. This raises g
iroubling question: Have
We reduced imstbuitongl
fuality ta 2 game of #re-

, @

. minisdrative  @sks,

peprie petwneking, financhl
beverage, and performarive
donimentation?

Ome cannot ignore the
SVEDREE PERasLres 3t play.
The inoreasing corporar-
sation of academis bag in:
trondied market logic oo
he universiy system. Ao
public fanding shrinks, un-
nversities = eaprclaly priv-
ate poes - are foromd i e
Iy oo shodent fees and
extermal rankings o re-
stin afloag, This leads i a
dangerous fesdback lnop.
To atiract shudens, insting-
Bans eate ackdemic regl-
lations, reduce penalties
for indiscipline, &nd adopt
guderi-cendric  palickes
that often Border oo ape

ment. Fapaliy, bar-

publicarion requirements,
[are bwmom. 1o such an
environment, rankings he
oome nof Just desirable bus
recesary. They ane wielkd-
el 48 dhiekls in an evmr-in:
Lu'ﬁ-ﬂ-:l'l-r'i Iratle far zurv.

Foopus-indexed I.I.‘.i.ﬂhlﬂl.b
mat ﬁ::ﬁahru l:d'sl:i'ulu

ﬂh’ltﬁrﬁmgﬂmﬂ:ﬁﬂmﬂ
and, when that falls, some
Tesca 1 imethical pracre-
e, anly fl]-tl.l'tt'n'plpmm
be retmacted ker.

Eﬁlh:l&unh'b;ollj'

m.l[lsﬂwmmbhm
iesstmutins. Bu the deep-
trmnliiieljnsh:hg-rgr:,.
education madel we have
embraced: one that eg-

i
L

iabeed visihilley with vahie,
meerrics with eneaning, &nd
repomban  with  mealloe
Awrards, toa, have not been
spared, Toaday, ome: camn pay
& tidy sum Apd receive an
“Fxcellence in Ressaocy™
zeard in a Soreign counry
with a sgbtseeing our and
conferemee pass throwm o,
These packages are mar-
kened ax academidc oppar-
panitses un are, i muth,
rommodified sxperiences
engineered o inflate Cvs,
Wi st afk: <lid our fness
insoinmlons of yesteryesr
i prenad oy such

Th: sinaagion mey seem
bleak, but nog hopeless. To
reverse the tide, we need
o recalibean: mar priocd-
ties. Firse, wee st advio-
cile Gt more oonpes-se-
sichve AN peer-reviewed
models of asezsment that
g0 beyond metrics, Se-
cond, puldic Fanding for
edumacion must be Tos
tred and enhanced. The
commedification of educa-
ton 8 not an mevitakle
oubcoe; i the resuly of
delibermne poliey choipes,
[h.I.I'I:L I.Iﬁlilllllli TErst ree
clalm s soul. Unbrersices
are nof butinesses, and
educarion & oot a product.
Rankings can be toals, but
they muest ot become o
myranes. The rar will dee-
Ten unitl we resist the so
ducdon of easy prestige
and shori-term gains. It's
LEme o s sdang haw o
clirh the ranks amd T
asking bow o make learm.
ing agadn.

Vien= an personal

Tk wefi0eF 5 . roiionsd pred

kuTrali Gear, E-uhhl:k::-:jm
Hatr L, ':ll"nl D Lo-be
Unweainy. fdrgabsny
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How will foreign universities
impact higher education?

Whal cpporiumites and prospects do foreign universities see in setfing up campuses in India? Why are

ieniversities atwoad dependent on insemational sudents? Whar are some of the challenges they wll faoe?

shikar
'I'l-rn:u'::- mnn

rruirg'l.q:lhmmmn'r—uh
[ndia. 50 far seven unsarstion
fraim the 11K, #ve froos dastralia,
i cach from the U5, kaky znd
mhlhpmt-rttfﬂbn.lﬂrg
or have dome g0
mmﬂhmhmw
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Blended Learning: Driving
educational transformation

are living in an era of education that is

creating enabling clreumstances for stu-

dents and working professionals, and in

which blended learning would be a key game-chang-
er.  Within India, the implementstion of the
Ha!hunal Edunuﬂ?hsﬂl PnH-ﬂ..r of India (NEF) 2020 is
Eiing to revamp teachi vlc.amjng FOCE%s in
India. The vision of NEP lﬂ'nigél is to r:h:r]iagj.nt the
Indian edocation system aligned with SDG 4,
which focuses on equal opportuniry, inclusion and
equity. Blended teaching-learning emvironments,
Ohpen Educational Fesources (OFERs) under Creative
Caornmeons (CC) and Massive Open Online Courses
(M) are essential requirements to build a strong
Indian education ecosystern across regions and sodio-
eConormic strata. An online survey has been conduc-
ed among academic communities inchiding students,
faculty members, and Hhmfmmn 5 bo kmow
the perception during the of miy doctoral the-
gis. The survey revealed a low level of awareness
among students and faculty members about uncon-
ventional learning opportunities and rescurces that
leve IT infrastructare like online courses which
pmﬁ:am to a barpe number of students to the
latest technical skill enhancement cours-

es. Encouragingly and somewhat expect-
edly, faculty members surveyed dis-
played a hi awareness of these mat-

ters relative o students or even library
professionals. It eraphasised that when,
faculty members incorporate OER
educational resources into traditional
clagsroom seftings, the guality of OER
respurces improves, hence enhancing
the overall quality of online edacation.
The varkous stakeholders were found to
have the view of integrating OERs with
the Library Management System (LM3)
and having a strong OER policy framewosk in the
HEIs in India. The favourable views of stakehold-
ers towards integrating OERs with LME should
enable the academic community to gain a better
understanding of the culture of open-access
licenses and I:L!Emri-ed learning environments. This
is therefore an opportunity to speed up blended
learning education, particularly among the peri-
urban population and di;adva.ntlglfd communlties
living in remote aveas. As per All Indian Survey
on Higher Education [AISHE) 2021-22; rh_u dls-
tance enrolment mode in Bihar and Assar is one
of the lowest despite high population growth and
the people are keen on higher education and have
little access to direct university enrolment within
the state. This is important for climate literacy and
climate education. _
The actual adeption of OERs by Hig her
Educational Instimtions (HEIs) depends upon var-
iewns Factors such as - time and cost, languages, user-
friendliness, infrastructure, guality and library sup-
port, The evalution of pedagogical practices is izthoed
to the awareness of Open Educational Resources

{LERs), which facilitate the integration of OFR mate-
rials into traditional teaching methads dhering in-per-
00 'F]H.EEEE. FLI.I‘thmnl:li't_ G':l"!'ﬂlkﬂ“ﬂll] "“‘IPPEH
would augment the utilisation and advancernent of
QERs at higher education instirutions and facilitate
the bridging of disparities between information-rich
and information-poor entities through high-quali-
ty open educational resources, aligning with one of
the aims of Sustainable Development Goal #4,

The aim of NEP 2020 is to empower students/
learners 1o inculcate diveraified skills by permitting
them to pursue two degrees simultaneously. In the-
ory, such fhexibilities should empower not only st-
dents but potentially the entire workforee for Future
needs while enabling holistic approaches to educa-
ton. However, this canred be efficenthy achieved
and scaled up to address current needs through the
corventional dassroom pedagogy with its attendance
mandates. Rather, it requires a softer and digital
approach wherein onling learning can be brought to
par with regular classroom learning,

Consequently, digital educational resources, online
education, Artficial [ntelligence [Al) techmology, and
virtual reality can interact 1o address the necessity
for a transformation in the education sys-
{em in the present and fature eras, This
Infdative assists students from diverse

backgrounds in comprehending the
interdizciplinary nature of education
while providing extensive exposure (o
various fools and strategles of onfine
learning. This exposure aids in the
development of knowledge i tackie chal-
lenges at local, regional, and global lev-
pls, and 1o devise solutions aimed at
achieving the UN Sustainable
Development (roals In & meaninghal
manner. Enhance leadership sklls in fhei
fields and mrerd:sdplhnug hidr;-a-d::mtﬁ
irmprove decision-raking acumen and
:J'.'r map with all SDGs and national misshons of the
couniry. The Governmenit of India’s efforts m""“fd'i
estahlishing & Digital Unkversity mﬂ'!l‘.'ht Integration
of existing OERs-based capabilities such s
SWAYAM-Prabha, Swayam, cPG-Paathshaala,
Virtual kabs and the Mational Digita] Library etc. will
be a landmark transformation for the entire Indian
e e,
in mqu_ng -ma.nagt'mrn £ -
alogues and resources with online educational plat-
forms o promote E.HDDE ]E:L:'I'.lmﬁ !n the Hl_.'l.l.dml
- iry as well as society al kuge. Effective anple-
mentation of 4 blended learning education system
“ri.':h ﬂI'J.Eth‘F- uj-'b:l.'!E'I'd-Ti'fr' misasures I-I'ld tIJ'.l'I.H'.'j]':F
technological I,JP%EI:IEG can ge a long way in 5
achievement of SDG 4 by providing ‘indusive and
aquitable quality educakion ;].'|'|.||:[ promate |ifedong
|E'l.|!]'lii|'|-'£. ﬂwm:unjl'iui for all’
.
o i -
TER! Sizkaal F‘rﬂ}j ofa-F
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Policing Classrooms

i an increasingly interconnected world, the boundary
iheﬁ-«-‘e&n national security and academic freedom iz

becoming more blurred than ever, The recent tight.
ening of US student visa procedures signals not just a
policy shift, bue a deeper translormation in the way
America views the global exchange of talent, ideas, and
vouth. At the heart of this development is a broadening
suspicion of forelgn students - once welcomed as con.
tributors to innovation and economic strength, now
viewed with caution as potential ideological or securiny
risks. The new demand that all student visa applicants
méke their social media accounts public for vetting is
both revealing and unsettling. It suggests that the private
digital lives of young scholars are no longer immune
from official scruting, What one posts - or chooses not
o post - could well determine their academic future in
the United States. A private account might simply mean
a desire for personal space, but under these new rules,
it coudd be interpreted as concealment, RON-COOpPEra-
ton, or worse, hostility, This shift is nat happening in
isolation. It fits within a broader context where foreign
students, especially those from certain regions or
Expressing certaln views, are increasingly seen as soft
threats. The screening for * hostility toward the citizens,
culture, overnment, institutions, or founding principles
of the United States” is a wide net - so wide. in fact, that
1t nisks catching opinions or expressions that fall well
within the bounds of demoeratic discourse or cultural
difference. One can understand any country’s need o
protect itsell from genuine threats. In an age of cyber
warfare, misinformation, and ideclagical radicalisation,
vigilance is necessary. But this sweeping expansion of
velting also raises uncomfortable questions ahout pro-
portionality, faimess, and lang-term consequences, Wil]
cautious foreign students now censor themselves online?
Will they choose ather countries fior higher education -
nations that do not require them to lay bare their digital
identities? The economic implications cannot be
ignored. More than a million international studenis cor-
ribute billions of dollars o the US econamy EVETY Vitar
They fill university coffers, support research, and {nvig-
orate industries ranging from housing to technology, A
255 welcoming visa regime - or even the perception of
hostility - could prompt a slow but steady diversion of
this tabent low to other education hubs in Europe, Cang-
da, or Australia. A climate ol suspicicn in academiy rarely
slays confined. It seeps into research parnerships, cross.
torder collaborations, and intellectual rus between
rilons. When every foreign student is g potential risk
fither than a polential partoer, the spirit of open itnguiry
besgrines (o shrink, I telling side note, (hege NS
culncide with politeal crackdowns gn glie universities
ver perceived ideolopicil higs suagpesting tha this iy
ity much about domestic eyl wirs ds i e Al loag
i plicy. A pulicy designed 1o ensure salety miay, pir
acogically, undermine the very openness and dynmism
that make Amencan higher edueation so atractive in
the first place A€
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OPINION

NAVNEET SHARMA AND
FURGAN QGAMAR

As the 12" Class results
of the Harvana Board of
School Education of 2025
were announced, one of
Haryana's districts again
found itself at the centre of
attention for all the wrong
reasons, It's Nuh district,
formerly known as Mewat,
recorded the lowest pass
percentage in the state — a
mere 4576 percent, a signif-
icant decline fromthe previ-
oS year's 56,83 percent.

The issue, however, goes
far beyvond examination
seores. It draws attention to
deep-seated soCio-eoononiic
inequalities, systemic pol-
icy failures, and stubborn
stereotypes that have long
burdened the region. This
is not as much the story of
students Failing in the boand
examination vear after vear
as it is about the inability of
the admimistration to ad-
dress the issues concerning
systemic failures.

The districts dismal edu-
cational performance is
neither new nor accidental.
A similar story, with mar-
ginal differences of degree,
urnfolds vear after vear. Yet,
the causes of gross under-
performance remain to be
addrezszed with the nuance
and empathy they deserve,

This yvear's results came
with a peculiar twist — the
crackdown on mass copy-
1.

Orrganised cheating rack-
ets flourizshed in the region
for vears, with local middle-
men facilitating malprac-
tices during examinations.
Reportedly, parents used to
pool as much as Rs. 2lakh
to channel the accumau-
lated sum to thonda, a kind
of people with influence, to
ensure that their children
are allowed to use unfair
means.

This vear, however, thal
was not to be, The adminis-
tration came down heavily
on such malpractices. This
is claimed to have exposed
the raw state of learning
in schools, leaving many
students unprepared to
face exams on merit. While
some parents viewed this
as a wake-up call, others Ia-
mented the loss of a well-es-
tabhlished "altemative route,’

The administration de-
serves all appreciation for
taking measures to elimi-
nate professional miscon-
duct in the board examina-
tions. What must, however,
becondemmed is the media's
frenzy to present the whaole
issue through a communal

lens by atiributing the re-
gion's poor performance to
its predominanthy Muslim
population, a claim both
dangerous and haseless,

Undoubtedly, four-fifths of
Nub's population comprises
Meo Muslims, a Musliny mi-
nority comumunity that rep-
resents a uniguely distinet
socio-cultural group blend-
ing elements of Hindu and
Islamictraditions. Reducing
theireducational bacloward-
ness to religious disinterest
is simiply ridiculous and a
Erave injustice.

The district and comumu-
nity’s poor showing in the
board examinations can be
expiained only by the school
education’s chronic under-
investment and systemic
neglect. Harvana has a lit-
eracy rate of 75.5 percent.
Nuh, in sharp contrast, is
condemned with a mere
54.08 percent. Notably, the
Gurgaon or Gurugram, a
gleaming tech hub located
just 60 kilometres away,
has a literacy rate of 84.7
percent.

The Pupil-Teacher Ratio
{PTR) in Harvana. at the
secondary level of educa-
tion, averages around 1:15.
Incontrast, in Nuh, it alarm-
ingly siretches to 162, Even
at primary and middle
levels, the PTR remains as
adverse as 1:56 and 1:60 re-
spectively, leaving students
with little chance of receiv-
ing personal attention or
quality instructions.

The gender disparity
within Nuh, as compared
to the rest of Harvana also
reflects bipolarity. The fe-

DAILY GUARDIAN (P 8), 24 JUNE 2025

Unpaclqng the Meo conunclrum in Nuh dlstnct S educatlon Crisis

A similar story, withmarginal differences
of degree, unfolds year after year. e,

the causes of gross underperformance
remain to be addressed with the nuance
andempathy they deserve, This year’s
results came with a peculiar twist —

the crackdoton on mass copying.

male literacy rate in Nuh
was just about 37 percent
as compared to the male
literacy rate of 73 percent.
The Gross Enrolment Ra-
tio in Nuh hovers at around
78 percent, comprising 56
percent boys and 44 per-
cent girls. Among the 6748
teachers in Nuh, the male
teachers account for 72 per-
cent, with only 28 percent
being female teachers.
Economic disparities fur-

ther compound the prob-
lem. The 2022-23 Economic
Survey pegs Harvana's per
capita income at Rs. 2.97
Lakh, significantly higher
than the national average
of Rs. L.27 Lakh. The per
capita income of Nuh for
the vear could not be ascer-
tained. It should, however,
auffice thatin 2011-12, when
Harvana's per capita incomse

was Rz, 1.06 Lakh, the per
capita income of Nuh was

orly Bs. 46,000, The edu-
cational inequity could be
both the cause and conse-
quence of this economic
marginalisation.

These ratios narrate what

is wrong with the school
system at Nuh and need no
further justification for why
students cannot clear board
exams with flying colours.
In 2012, the Haryana gov-
ernment introduced the
‘Mewat Cadre’ policy to re-
eruil teachers exclusively
for the region, hoping to
address the teacher short-
age and reduce frequent
transfers. While well-inten-
tioned, this policy backfired.
It inadvertently becamea
dumping ground for can-
didates who eould not se-
cure postsin otherdistricts.
Furthermaore, teachers
recruited under this cadre
cannot be transferred else-
where, reducing incentives

e

|

for professional develop-
ment and quality improve-
ment. Instead of bridging
the educational diviade, the
policy institutionalised me-
dicerity, with little account-
ability. The result was poor
learning ouwtcomes.

Nuh's education ecosvs-
tem is also characterised by
the widespread presence of
Madrasas, but these can'tbe
the reasons for the poorer
educational attainments of
the inhabitants, for the dis-
trict has onlv 77 Madrasas
catering to only about 9000
sfudents.

Significanthy; 89 percent of
the parents whose children
were studying in Madrasas
in the Nuh district of Hary-
ana desired a change in the
curriculum and wished that
Madrasas could offer mod-
ern education.

Most importanthy, howev-
er, nearly 98 percent of par-

ents whose children were
studying in the government
gchools were found con-
cerned about the gquality of
education that their chil-
dren received.

These statistics reflect not
only the apathy towards
education but alzso the ex-
tenit of unmet aspirations.
The problem is not as much
associated with parental in-
difference as to the lack of
credible, quality educational
alternatives.

The Meo conundrum in
Muh is not a question of
whether ils children want
to learn, but whether the
aystem provides them the
means and opportunities to
do s, To frame their educa-
tional challenges as anissue
of religious apathy is not just
unjust
the real, actionable issues
at hand.

MNuh's crisis is symptom-
atic of when development
narratives exclude periph-
éral regions and margin-
alised communities, It is
a stark reminder that fair
examsalonewon't fix a bro-
kensystem. Onby sustained,
inclusive, and empathetic
reformis can ensure that the
children of Nuh are nolon-
wer left behind in Harvana's
!-i.l:ﬂr_\' U'E i}l"'!]g'l't'ﬁ.‘i.

it distracts from

Naoneet Sharma beaches in the
Centeal University of Himacheal
Pradesh (CUHPL. Furgan Qu-
mar;, a former Viee Chancellor
af the Central University of Hi-
machal Pradesh, is presently
Chief Advisor to the Chancel-
lor of Integral University, Luc-
ko
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Letsbeproud, not

ashamed of English

STANLEY CARVALHD

he recent remarks by
isi:lﬂrl:: Minister &mir
agalmst the English
ﬁ'mwlﬂnmm
m .
and smack of linguistic chavin-
M Ina diverse coustry such os
India, The remarks come amid
lr@rmﬂﬂuﬁamm-:mm.
cusing the Cenitre of imposi
Hindi s part afthe Nasonal Ed-
uestion WEF)threelan-
gz form
Speaking ara book kisch in
Ddew Deelli, Shah said thar those
il sk Eryglivh in Indiaweould
“zoon beel ashamed ™ i thasthe
icreqiion of such s socety was ot
far awmy, He abso umderscared
:-1: ].r.d'n': mﬁ{m_
T ng=
lisk weoukd be frowmed upanasa

Before one debes into the sig-
nificamoe of English and its role
inIndia, s creclsl oemphsasize
that somee caloninl legecies haie
perssied in India even after 77

due w3 combinaton of
petore, incloding their per-
ceived wility, the serting up of
insxinarions thas m“e:r}dmﬁ
mural o o Endiam life.

S, aharilid we be askamed of
these *senbols of colonial sk
ey that could inchade not coly

e, et
Goming to English, lowe it or
| Ioathe it, you cennot lgnoce it

ing as a unifying facsor aeross

ks csteime
a2y E

anntber Indian luguage

Aevording 1o the 2000 nensus,
ondy 43,6% of Indkans reported
Hisdi &3 rhelr mother 1ongee.
About 57% of Indlens are -e-.sn'l
mased 1o be while v apeak Hindd
fanerionally. Hence, to oonnect
wﬂhm{“rmnfmu.iu{dﬁurw-
enmm-reml{ﬂnﬁnﬁ_p:pm-
5, a eomenn lehguage 18 HEnes
sary, and English Base perved the
purpnseall aling.

If Indlix & a swsperpower @
irdormution fechmoalogy (1T
iockay, it b5 bevause of th lrge
pool of English sprakers .
inge in this seetor and wihi ond
glnbally comgpotisie vienr md-
e wi e T codm s
suich as Ching, ;

Due comstitution s alsu
drafueel m L'ru'J.l-S_l'l. ared the: perv
ernmene-csanblished Sahitya

illy ermerged  prove
as a link lingaage m ndia, wct-  paxdh

ﬂh&&n‘i Eives out wemrds an-
mualy o those writingin English,
Blire reversly, India sent sev-
en delegarions o6 & diplomatic
outrenchmission o33 countries
Wmﬂﬁi‘:mﬁtwﬁ
B
e
were : ;
=

Eﬂ.ﬂil!hhm'l.rm:nm:nn;[ﬂm
Eitmal language in Indis, the
towards betier education,

and Punab, there are more<hil-
drenin English-medium schools
than in vernacular schools, &c-

fioe l:l'_'I1'I'I.I'I'I'I.I.I'I.i'I.'-3Iil:'|ﬂ amd li'l!:l'ﬂ&rl:
b5 b SerEns an t
Imuaﬂ-:mmduﬁnguhﬂ:di-
wersityofndia
i course, while siodenis
et thes htine e
L] (=T Te
should also be encouraged to
learn different langusges.
Moceover, the poveraiment
st rise aboee narrow-minded
palitics and embrace inchashity
T giving eqoal importance it
many larguagesacross Indiaend
ek et fied Hindl in tha faaimes ol
Tagmil Madu, which hes heen
uit the forefromt of the dash with
the Centme, has daimed thar the
AP wasusingthe MEPnoream-
education but to secrethe
Himdl West Bangadooahas
[ Foxct, i Dol th? nin-
[saer's remasis are o firthe sy
ol imposing Hindi sl over India.
A Dralit activisl Kancha
Wlish saidd, it's uf
o
W
E.‘rm of nne hn-lubnl;e. Hindi, for
one nation, “They'ne uneom-
lortable with bow English em-
posseis Dalie, Adivasts, and che
poor: English iz Eiserating. and it
npens global doces. That's what
searee them 1 [mchia Beoames
more English profident. cishe
haerarchies will wendo:n,
e T
=i wpait#te in Ei L
%Iw ﬂl wiulid 5 J'uj:h:'ﬁlkunr
b pur Barigs iminisleeT “He
e he spenbes foot English,
-I'rl:ll_"ln:'l!dl.'l'd.llrl-llrl.d.l."]'h.'uﬂlj
e Fedferm,
(Tl ardrer is o Bengirlov
Burred Faclepvenrad fpurnalics)
'T"ql.lmruq!
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I n 10, the U8 made & radical

b wager, that fanding curiosity —

. umapalopetic curiosity—thro-

5 gh the installation of the Nats
- onal Sclence Foundation (NSF)
coald changs theword. Thepavoff was
irnmensa, Forevery 8 of puhlic ressar-
chifunding, the 75 economy gained bt
ween §L50 and 53, Over 380 MSF grant
recipients #ent an to become Mobel
lniireales,

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 24 JUNE 2025

To lead globally, India must not just invite R&D global excellence — it must be ready to host it

STEM the

FII'I'I‘H'I"."!I‘!, !I:ll.l'llhl'l.rl lnl'lﬂtlbll:l:ﬂ"ﬂ'l‘il‘ﬂ!m tihat

Talents Plan{TTFLand Young Thousa-
nd Takents (YTT), China has systama-
thesally biidt & globzel pipedbee for high-
end scinbfic wlent. TTE ofers exira-
prtlnary incertives:

¥ A one-time bonus of 1 mnrenminbi
(S140, 000}, &5 rikrs vendnil bn reseandy

Cut to 2125 The U8 has proposad & grants, housing subsidies, relocation
S09% cub fo NEF s 3OS hodpet —eveny  allowances and aoceas o sendor rodes
a8 last Friday a federad judge Wocked  inacadamis endindustry By 207, TTE
the miove — aliminebed over 1400 gr-  had recradbed over 7,000 high-calibre
ants warth marme than §2 bn, and siash- icnals, inclinding Mobel lasmem-
mi graduate schence (elowships by tesars Sl by fhoem MIT, Stanford and
helf In real terms, this means 46,000  Cwdord.
jobsloat, and a 81 o hitteGDP g B Senl ool 3,500 offers betassan 2001
gh supply chain efecs and declining  and 2017, targeting Phils fom the lop
R&D demand. I STEM universites. A Javoary 3

Efficiency oanoerns am pro-  stady in Science, Has China's Young
mipting the U5 ta ool bedk Thausand Talents program
an sclentfic research, A been suconssfil in mecrwdi-
Tarch 2005 Mabume survay g and nwnuwing top-cali-
shows 75% of UShaged ber scientsts?, found YT
sciertlsts, and A% of post awardess averaged 235 pub-
graduate and PhD snaden- ticatinns a yesyr and ranhed
b are oorsidering lewving iri the top 15% of Chinese-
tha country This moment prigin U5 researciers by
k= Indla ‘s oppartanity T productvity

With lesis than (LT% of i In My the BL) lawnched
GD¥F zpemd on R&D ardd 15 & E500 mn (8576 mn ) 'Choosa
pesearchers perl lakh peo- § SN Eumpe fir Scienos cunpa
pleieompared to&B3inthe the question fsn't 380 almed st atiracting glo-
US and L30T in South Ho- hal scisntific talent betwomn

rea), India is underbodly,
hut not mcapable. IF India
refrms IS instibations,
furids bold research and
bwilrds real pelhways far global tabend,
At iz becrame ot jusl e warkd's back
office but alse its brain. The guestion
En't whether top minds will kene fhe
U5, but where they ll Lind.
China b been yearsahead intecop-
usir Ehad ahend is the near odl. Thaoa-
h fapshipprogrammes e Thowsand
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whether top
minds will legve
the US, but where

theyll land

365 and 2087, The initatve
oifiers supwer granks with re-
lozatiom boausesand lemger
canktracts, France has pled-
gad E100 mn 8115 min) under fhis -
mewetk, alongsice a separmie ‘Chooss
Franm for Sclence’ codfunding plal-
form. This vestment comes &g the
El ssehs io reversa its declining share
in global messarch cafput, calling oo
member stabes to commil 3% of GIP
b LDy by 208,

Lixdia has instibuted arangeod alent-
retarnand infernaticnal collaberaton
peogranuies, moeluding the Ramanuian
Feellowship, YATRA (Visiting Advanced
Joint Fesearch), YATBHAY (Vaishwik
Bharativa Vaigyanik), SIRE [Sclencs
and Engineering Research Hoard In-
ter naticnal Research Experience) and
GETIn(Genome Engineering Editing
Technolegies Initiative) o integrade
diaspora scieniists and enhanes dom-
ezt RET capabilities.

However, these schemes have
challenges:
¥ Thay are fragme-
ated aceoss minds
tries.
¥ Brachurally mosd
programimes arefal-
Ypwahilp-based with
finite fenures, lack
tenlme-irack conversion mecharnisims
anvd &l to offer instimtional integra-
I.h:t: ar sfrategic roles within national
» Funding levels — typically ranging
bz tmsesay 285 (00 ard #1245 kalch a monih
—with modestresearch granis, arein-
suffleient teattract global talent oe biri-
ng Indian researchors hack,
¥ Lackof stabe-of-the-artlab infra, pspe
clal by outside DSeand ITs, undermin-
#5 Indis's compeat thernes a5 a resear-
ch destnation, Rehurnes scientisis of
tetn Face esymmetric nstifulional con-
ditbars, ke outdated equipement, poar
atdministrative support and cigid pro
Ccurement prodocols
I+ Administredive inafficlerncies are o
mon detervents, Sweh asdelays in gre-
nt digbicrsal, compliance burdena and
lacdx of autznomy in fand wiilsation,
B Cultural resislamos within hast ins-
tibutians, coupled with abssnmal gme-

Ching hes bean years ahead In ™
recognising that talent is the new
pil. Through Thousand Takents
Programeme, || has systermatically
built a global pipeline for
high-end scientific talent

e for Research

fured onboarding, inter-instihational
mobility or peer retworks, has aften
e lared rehEmees,
F ABsencenf a misskon-oriented inno-
vatlon agensda meana returness arenot
embedded in coherent nationallevel
grand chiallsoges

But India’s aumﬂﬁr,mvﬂemhm
began o wimess a guist revolistion,
with momentum accelerating. Thers
iz & ooncerted efftrt by severs] minds-
tries towards bringing in reforms for
the gase of doing research. Anusan-
fhan Matonal Hesearch Foundation
[ANRF) marks a fandathonal shifr in
hover the conniry spproachas researth
Funding and governanoe: It's ceniral-
kzing fragmented efforts and inmodhs-
cing cobhernoe across disciplines:.

ANHEF aima o become the backbo-
ne of India's R&D architecture. Mew
funcing mechanlams, Hie the Advan-
ced Research Grant (ARG), are being
bbroduced. 115 dessignesd o serve asa
siable, long-term  hread-and-buther'
grani for Indian scientists, Simulia-
pepsly criteal fin-
ancil  mforms

are e .e...g '.

.

way by make research more fricton:
less. These Include streamlining fand
distrursal, easing utilisadon oorms
and granting geater sutonomy tg in
stimitone

Bt India miast sadze this vare mom-
enCto lavnes y wnifod, mission-drhen,
talent-afraction programme Rrges
Ing cesearchers From the workd’s top
0 STEM Inatinstions Tha lure of be-
Latg back hoeme must be suppleren e
with stabe-grstestrieg efforts.

Fragmenied, shart-term schemes
ars no longer suMlcient. What's need-
&l 13 a crossminksterial effort aligned
with natdomal nncvation  priorites
el bascked byt investment in cuteng-
edge lab inlro, To lead globalky frdia
massd not hust lmvite axcellence — It
FIvLas e cesandy £ st

Fapoar 5O FAST fadia, mad
EiRAT G meailie el et

o

i
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Sheetal Arora

Rollout af e w5 000-er Promotion of
Easearch and Innovation in Pharma
M Tiesch Sector {PRIP) schems she-
nalsaghift in how Indiz approsches
the sector's growdh. This initiatie,
esppected tohegin dishursals by the
end of 35, could attract w7,00cr in
adititioral R&D investment. Foran
Indussry that has long been associa-
teed with generic mamslachuring, this
represants & paradigm shift bowards
innewvation-ded growth,

The pharma world is approachinga
‘patent el il and for Indian frms, it
represents an unprecedented oppor-

funiby 34 repaselling drggs with co

b
This means blockbuster medicines
Like Higmira for cheumatald artheits,
Keytruda for cancer treptment, Seel-
ara for paor|ssls, and for
asthma will soon beopen for peneric

memdBchuring.

When thesze patents explre, drug pri-
ik Tall by vt besast 5%, Fora couniry
whereout-ef-pocket (OoP) healthcare
expenses are fiph, this bholds men-
se aipnilicance: alongside ibs comimer-
clal podential

Capturing these apportunites wan't

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 24 JUNE 2025

GoOn, Popthe Innovation Pill

beeazy ndlan Nrms will face tough
cormprtition from generics and must
meatch thie criginal drup standanmis Suc
vesswill hingean investment in biceg-
uivalence shadies, repulatory compl-
ance and vésilisng supply chains,

Indinn pharma companies are eyeing
these Ty, Sur Plag
i, i Bhairat Senums and Vaccines
{mow part of Mankind Pharma)hase
irsveatind in establishing workl-class
B&D centres, focusing on developing
rew chamical entitles, The rounger
generation of scientists and entrepre-
s, biringing fhech perapectives 1a
socelerating the transition froma
peneric-focnsed industry to one that
talsneas both penericexcellence and
Inneprative drsg discovary

MPICEare also rethinking thatr view
af theIndian maricel: Novartis, Hovo
Mord sk and Bl Lilly have chosen fo
ot-tinense thedr brands to Indisn Arms
rather thandirectly market them here
This trend reflects both the growing

capabilities of domestic Arms and the
tnigue challanges of servingindia’s
diverse and prlce-sensitive marat.

Thesg partrershins benefitall. In-
iernational companies can medntain
a presence in Indds withouwl the com-
plesdibes al direc operations, whils
Indian firms gein aocess toestahlish-
ed brands and malecules, leveraging
desp markel understanding and -
temsivedistribation networks. Hoa-
ever, ailding thesarefatonshipa
regnles rvesimeant I commplanis
systems, quality nfrastrucham, and
contineous capability upgrades o
mest the exacting standards al’ inter-
natonal periners.

Crhier positives in the secior inclade
= Exemplicn ol 58 1i0E-saning drogs
fram basic customs duby will Benaelit
crappendes bringing in nnovitie
mdhi:llﬁ.ﬂfqg&h]mﬁst[&m"i
Salumedinily, Plzers Lorkatinib, Mo
artla’ Rihociclib, and GERs Mepalismu-
mah will now be more affordable. Ad-
ditionally, six mere Hfe-saving medici-
nes have been acdded to the concessio
nial 5% duty slab, prima-

rily targetng cancear

rare disepses and other
chirntic.conditions.

¥ Tha bealth budgel has

risen toover M0
for FYD6, up5.46%. Mare

than a rmambears game it
ghout bukliftng a health
mm}ﬂ&mﬁtﬁruw
vast population
B 15478 Jan Aushadhl Kendras provi-

de pemericmedicines st prioes up to
0% lower than hranded equivalents.

A heart medicine that cnce cost 0 s
availabie for T, bringing essential
treatments within resch of ordinary
cidzens. et ersaring consistent qua-
Lify and maintaining redlable supply
chains remain a challenge.

= Extenslon of P Asushman Yojana
bo el inteoioe T i credtes s vir-

- oz cycle—more people seeking

trearment drives demamd for medics-
e, which, infurn, encouriages phar-
ma -:,Dmm':iae Tl:-hr-w; in batter pro-
dets and wider distribution.
F Development o headthezre infim in
Her-2and ter-d cities is al=o helping.
However, atfractng and retaining gss.
lifed medical professionals in these
lpcations remains s hurdls, requiring
Innowvative approsches o ootnpensa.
Ban, carenr development and quaalitye-
of LLE:I conisideraticns. Again, the mar-
kot for pharma preducts will, then, he
ahle toexpand,
F A ‘mutreeeutical peesdtion” s um-
deraay. With the marked expected o
groaw from §4 b in 3000 1o £18 bo by
December, nutracenticals representa
sipnificant growih avene Fr compa-
niles wllling bo ivest in quality srsd
The cormvergence of multiple Factors
= paient opporiundties, Gol support,
infresiracture devebopment and chan-
Eingoonsumer behenaour—is crea-
ting unprecedented opportunities for
the sector Companias that embrace
inmowstion, while mainiaining tradi-
Honal strengths in affordable bealth
caredelivery will thrive.

Tha wrifer b CEC, Mankind Plaorma

et e

Y ee—
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Battle against salt must
begin with school meals

alt in Indian diets holds a special place,

ol just in our kitchens, but glso in our

history, language and even polides. It was

salt, after all, that Mahatma Gandhi chose
as a symbol of resistance against British colo-
nial rule. Even today, the phrase “namak ka
Jarz” (the duty of salt) speaks to & deep cultural
association becween salt and loyalty, sacrifice,
and trust. But while salt iz rich in symbolism
and rradition, it's also quietly contributing toa
serious health crisis in Indis roday.

Excess salt consumption is a major con-
tributor to high blood pressure, which signifi-
cantly increases the risk of hyperension, car-
dicvascular diseases (CVIDs) and ather non-
communicable diseases (NCDs). NCDs have
contributed to maore than 50% of ail deaths in
Indla ower the past decade, with
CVDe constinuting a quarrer of these
diseases. Hypertension is a leading
cause of the problem, given that

tion ocudined in the Madenal Multisectoral
Aczion Plan o combat NCDs [2007-22). This will
hetp achieve India's national goal to cut populz-
tion-level salt incke ty 308 by 2025, While PM
Poshan puidelines specify nutritional norms for
calories, proteins and various food groups, they
offer a broad recommendation to add salt “as
per taste’, Introducing standards to require &
gradual reduction of salt in PM Poshan will help
reduce salt intake among school children and
alsp moddify thedr taste towards low salt food.
Globally. countries are adopting comprehen-
sive stralegies 1o make public food healthier.
These include limitng the use of ultra-proc-
essed foods, and prioritsing fresh, nutrient-rich
ingredients in public food programmes. These
experiences exhibit success stories in ensuring
healthy public food procurement
Singapore mandates jower-sodium  *
MENUS ACT0588 FOVernmen: Insti-
dons. In Brazil, school feeding pro-

appro¥imately ong in four Indian grammes emnphasise fresh, minimally
adulis suffers from the conditon processed foeds while reducing ubtra-
This crisis is not just limited to | jpyqghj  Processed ingredienrs Chile has intro-
adulis. The Comprehensive National Prasad duced front-of-pack wamning labels -
Nutrition Survey (CNNS) (2016-18) and prohibits high-sodium loods in .
found that 5% of Indian adolescents ———  school kiosks. India, 100, has & well-de
between 10 to 19 years old are hyper- : signed school meals policy that
tengive. This i¢ a concerning statisoie, as chil- — reflects many of these principles, such as the
drenwith bon have about seven times  use of fortified staples, provision of mid-day

higher odds of developing hypertension in
adulthood. Moreover, dietary habits formed
early in life tend to persist, excessive salt con-
sumplj_ﬁn |'_J[1_'|,r|.]:|E childhood can -EhEFH! taswe
preferences, making children more likely 1o
prefer salty foods later in life. Research indi-
ranges from 8-11 grarns of salt. This is double
WHO's recommended daily salt intake of less
than 5 grams. The recommended intake for
children is below 4 grams of salt. *

Against this backdrop, 8 compelling strategy
to address this silent crisis & to Improve what
children eat at schood. FM Poshan (Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shald Nirmar), Indis's critieal
school meal programme, provides cooked
meals daily to 118 million students across 112
million schoals, Each PM Poshan meal
aecourits for 25-30% of & chikd's daily nutritional
requirements, making it important to ensure
mﬂmmwmmmmmm~
tives like school nutritdon garduﬁ.qunﬁhan
Vatikeas, under the scheme are a positive step,
healthier food habits.

School meals can be made healthier by
reducing salt, a key proposed policy interven-

meals, and adherence o nueritional guidelines
The impact of these provisions could be further
strefigthened through consistent implementa-
tion and enforcement of FSSATS regulation an
promeding healthy food environments in
schools by restricting the availability and mar-
keting of foods high in samrated fats, rans fats,
added sugars, and sodium (HFSS),

Asaﬁrﬁrmp,wemmsctdsa:.age-s;:dﬁr
salt smndards st the population level, beg
with FM Foshan, There should be no ambiguiry
about how much iodised saltis appropriste for
children of different age groups. Equally impor.
lant is involving parents and caregivers in this
effort since children's taste preferences are
shaped not enly in schools and anganwadis. but
also at home.

This is & moment for the ministries of edyeg.
tion and health 1 come together to develop and
implement guidelines on salt consumption for
chikdren. Ulimarely, this isn't just about cutting

piate.

Urvashi Prasad was directar, Nig
The views expressed gre personal
e R
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‘WRITING WITH MACHINES

A new MIT study points to the adverse effects of writing with
ChatGPT. The picture is more complicated

ROM AT LEAST the mid-15th century, with the invention of the printing press, a

wave of anxiety has accompanied every new technology around the creation and

dissemnination of the written word. Pens, typewriters, computers, the internet

and search engines and, most recently, large language models(LLMs) like ChatGPT
—eachtechnology was seen by its critics assomehow diluting the purity of the relationship
between thought and word, This anxiety peaked with the sudden and widespread rise of
LLMs and their ubiquity in knowledge production, especially by students and researchers.
Unlike earlier technologies, which were tools that assisted either the physical act of writing
or, as with search engines, made research and referencing easier, Al models can “think”
for the user. According to a study conducted at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), published earlier this month, the use of ChatGPT for writing incurs a considerable
“cognitive debt”.

Nataliya Kosmyna and other researchers divided test subjects —who had towrite essays
— intothree groups: Those who used only their brains to write, those assisted by search en-
gines, and those who used ChatGPT, Participants also switched roles to ensure more robust
results. The neural activity of all three groups was monitored over four months. The group
using LLMs showed considerably lower cognitive engagement with their writing, had less
ownership over their work and remembered less than their counterparts, For many, these
findings conform to the broader panic around Al The fear that Al will replace intellectual
labour like automation did inmanufacturing is exacerbated by evangelists like OpenAl CED
Sam Altman. In a recent essay, Altman wrote, “ChatGPT is already more powerful than any
human that has ever lived.”

Both the MIT study and Altman might be overestimating the consequences of Al While
ﬂwcogtiﬁveeﬁemﬂmmngmﬂetelyunmlmmghthem.dmmmmyﬁm use
iteffectively. The act of writing — good writing, at least — is not about regurgitation of facts
but mﬁmrahmﬂwmmmuate,anaiyﬁemd express. This training is important for intellec-
tual development, but that does not mean it cannot incorporate new tools. The stage when
Alisintegrated into learning is also important. School students. for example, are still taught
how to dolong division even though they will likely use a calculator in adulthood.LLMs can
be useful for “language” tasks — Corecting grammar, summarising texts, helping with tone
and tenor — without replacing or diminishing the author. The issue is not whether to use
Albut how to. The rapid growth of Al means that researchintoits effects s still playing catch-
up.The lessons from the social media boom, and the issues that appeared in its wake, high-
light the importance of narrowing this gap. erac] 1A (o P
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imm_ma[nﬁm ;In.am s
¢ wpicil. [ndias mulrilingual
phenumencn hﬂ-'%-ill'nlnp been an :1l-11.5 al
part of gociety, but the nature of pharabity
of lamguages differs greatly. Indii, as ooe
of the richest linguistic nations in fhe
wartld, represants the plarality and diver-
sty Lo [s saciety, whick has Been seen as
iks Inﬂ:e:tmmh:

The dominance of English as & giobal
lenguage of education has derecognized the
lingaistic, calbaral snd epistemac identitics
of maltZingual people. During the coloodal
diys, English was taught for vested intes-
ests. [3 wag believed vo have the qualicy of
bevadening the harizoses u{hﬂm-l-_-dﬁq_ and
bevause of the variety of texts, 1F was
thizisght m’mmuu crilical thinking and
an 5, wisich was ably support-
ed by the bearning of rhetorke.

Bven alfter in rdence, we fall to
appreciite the m isngue 45 % cogni-
tive and p cal resource and lind
shsolutizm in the dognea of monolingual -
iTm af & language-teaching resowrce
Enplish bag bosn, for most peophs, o sl
i0 maskes, not jost & langeage o lears to
express. English is, for the most part, a for

eign la baat trezed s a second lan-
in JHE.

Eu
¢ imenense damage done by comma-
nicative English language courses — by
shifting the onus of communicatios to the
receiver of the commumication rather than
the crealns — has led to a peeuliar sifua-
tion of incomplets copndtive processing, or
at buesd, partial understanding. If we loak
al thi globs, we can see thel some lead-
img countries tike Germany, Chind, 4nid
Japan, with the highest techoological
expertise, are offering primeary educalion
In their mather tangue
The push for teaching in o universal
lan guage sach as English hes been shown
tor dmder childres’s educatianal progress
in such countrigs. The key 1o buman
resources devel ent is education, and
ihe English-anly policy fils o apprec-
wte the meather tomgue as & sognltive and
G MEOUECE,

Aia ess victm of limguistic k-
by, the schealchild is terminally disabled
from wiilising the immenss lingueisiie e
nal offered by hiz mother 10egoe. This
reveals the fact that prisnary edocation in

Vhe s iUner bompgue i as elfectve and fons-
l.l:nlqs a4 ik conld be in any other domi-

ant la The use of hame l
“im:al l::?:ﬂ and mother I:-:-ngut-auﬁi
primary mﬁ.s:mndﬂ:r education alsa

eniadls that esch language can provids cog-

he ]-lﬂj,‘tllﬂ.i: and culturs] dsversi-
I by of any couminy must be celebral-

PIONEER (P-6), 24 JUNE 2025

Rethinking Language in Indian Education

As global examples from Germany to Japan reaffirm the value of native-language education, it is time India embraced
its own plurality — not as a barier, but as the very foundation of holistic learning and national identity

nitive and edueational resources ko ite
learners The historic and transSarmaiive
Matiomal Education Policy (MEP 53], in
itx sectian dedicated vo language education
culled “Maltilingualizm and the
Power n:-flling'uqd', -edu.d:m'q:-'urs b foster
and accepl lingaistc diversty within he
roalm af education,

The palicy recogrises the significance of
language a5 1 potent instrument For foster-
img effective commumication, advancin

mﬂ-:ﬂ'mlnlu.u.lh -
itzes, end culzivating

further stares thil,
wherever possible, the
mailom of insiroction
shauld Be the mother
angue or the loczal or
regional languaps
o oo Taeganpe shot
ar oape sha

coamtinue o b taght
A ]uﬂ:ge wherey-
e possible.

[t further is-
es that all efferis sheuld be made to
ensure that amy that exist between 1ha

the child assd the medi-
ng

mg{1ﬁm are bri MWEF 2020 also

rvwideg. Mukdty in tha =lasrpaage -
‘;:.'ull. as |bn'eﬂ.’i-f: ni spectilc i.mF;ua EIE' thad
shall ke imposied an any Szace. The !
regions, and the stodents as well, are free
to choase the Lhoee gex which tha
sbodenis want bo learn, reas ik leasl twn

cultural awarenass, It -

of them are io ke makive 1o Indiza — ome
of which &= most likely to be the home,
local, or regional language, The objective
of the HEP 1030 iz fo meke [ndia a
knowledge superpomer by muﬂ&:g il
sbadests with the necessary amd
Enowhedge, and 1o eliminale the shar

af manpower in academia, sclence, tech-
nology, and indusicy: In recent years, edus
catlon in mothis bnge, nigiosal, Jocal, ar
hone languages bBas attraced serioun

attemtion warldwide. Motker plays
a crikical rode in the ilive and intellec-
sl development of & £ Studies bve

ghinem that individuals fMesnt o thele
minther tomgoe tend b have higher educa-
tional succers rabes than 'Il'l.nﬂ:.]wh-ulunul.

Languspges are instromesial in presery-
m;;vﬁu widnes and trdizinns, and hev.
img @ strang foundalion i onels motber

tangue cam ald = Jearning new Anguages.
Unforiunately, many couniries — partic-
ularhy those that wers colonlaed — conkin-

ue to use Lhe lasgaage of thelr colonisers
15 the mediun of iRgtrocticn in higher edu-
alian, This is often done u::d.!:ﬂdz pre-
text of the unavailababty of books and fusr-
nals in local hspaages.

Hu'-;:wr. lllh1lur pnﬂmmﬁxlrﬂa wha

a5 [l |

come from s u:e;h:mnququ

ara

Fls such &8 edicing. selenee, icrabare.
{echnology, amd law. It is msenial o
recognise the importanee of the mothir
forguie and e enecienape i continmed uig
in education and wider society to develop

the feundatbonal skills of o sockety — such
s literacy amd critical thiskisg. The ini-
lial Evrestment in multilingual peogrammes
sezma to be high because of the addition-
al cost of developing rew learning mater-
il especially for languages that have s
been standardised or do oot kave 2 seript
It would also require teachics miped o
teach ks & mulifingual classroom,

This requires renewed resounce allocs-
tbem and a clear policy to entich the local
Tanguapes to achieve the wtimate end of an
effective mother tongue-based educlicn
spitem. It has now becoma essential 1o peo-
muase farne, Jocal, and reglosal language
to engare the conlinsation and transmsis-
sion of cubure, cwslems, and bistory.
UMESCO, too, is mkdng urgent acton 13
encourage biad and 'Lnlﬁjmaﬁnml n:d
mitmesst {0 proand multilingualism
lingsistic d.lvﬂnf'r:,'ur‘i.mdunii.n.g the safi-
paarding of endanpered langusgas,

H.n&u:‘:dhlmpe education meeds o be
priari in plicy development o ensire
meore res possive asd nuanced approackes
that take Inin srcount the usique Bnguis-
ti¢ apnd culiwral needs of learnges.
Unfortunately, as everyone & & kinguage
wies, they think they cam commant on laz:

guage — ag it v cverpbodyls business amd
mobosdyl kadinaze

(T wrr b iy ond me] il o BEiNae, cormal-
fpasrelng 25 the Presigent of the Ll b Sodely of
trackn, ¥e b i Tyever Frpaily medber b the Unbve sty of
Lai lamia, Bedudkse W evn am pansanal]

A ! ,/
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POOR JOB

ccording to the Periodic Labour Force
Survey data, India's unemployment rate
rose from 5.1% in April to 5.6% in May this
year. The spike, according to the PLFS figures, was
particularly relevant to India’s youth. This is, of
course, not the first time that youth unemploy-
ment in the country has been red flagged by rel-
evant data. Two years ago, a paper by the Center
for Monitoring the Indian Economy had pegged
the youth unemployment rate at a shocking Jevel
of 45.4%. Last May, the statistics ministry had
stated that underemployment — where employ-
ment is not commensurate with skills, another
pml:llem that impacts Indian youth — was “sur-
prisingly high” at 62.28%. That India has been
facing a festering unemployment crisis in the last
decade is not a secret. Cold statistics have borne
out this worrying phenomenon repeatedly. As
has public response: the attendance at the
Mega Job Fair that was organised recently by
the Indian Youth Congress bears proof that the
government’s claims and data notwithstanding,
unemployment continues to be the proverbial
elephant in the room,

Criticism of the Narendra Modi government by
India’s political Opposition for its failure to create
employment for India’s youth and, thereby, mine
the demographic dividend is not rare. But it can-
not be said that the Opposition has been effective
in mobilising public opinion on unemployment as
a means to change electoral outcomes. In the last
general election, the Opposition did focus on un-
employment, among other economic challenges,
and managed to restrict the electoral tally of the
Bharatiyva Janata Party below the majority mark.
But it could not prevent Mr Modi from winning a
third term. Unemployment and uneven economic
growth — innumerable Indians remain depend-
ent on free rations for subsistence in the world's
fourth-largest economy — remain lucrative av-
enues for electoral mobilisation in India. The
Opposition must find a way to convey the extent of
the crisis and elicit a favourable response from the
glectorate on this issue. Couwld the Indian Youth
Congress's rozgar mela serve as a proverbial tem-
plate in this regard? Such a ploy could generate
favourable optics, However, mass mobilisation on
economic issues requires a well-crafted, imagina-
tive and meaningful strategy that would not only
resonate with the electorate but also ensure that
such burning guestions are sustained in the public
discourse. The Opposition, it can be said without
a doubt, is yet to find a way to get the job done in

this respect. PN
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Degrees of dissent

Liverpolamounced plansta
up & new campnis iy Ben-
galura. Tt ope of the 15 Sareign
uriversities thar bave expressed
intérest in ope cumpuses
in India. Thi= fal-
lovws the ﬁmiﬁe: Grante
Commissioa's 2023 regulamry
updare, aligned with the Few
Educanian Policy IMEF) 2030,
e s e
cvasystem by inviting
top phofisl institations to set
bage In [ndia. .
Wil thi= mewse could foster
healthy competition and encour-
age mdsung Indn urdversisies
ta improve thelr infrastructare
end ncedemie seandards, in akso
raises Enporiant questionsabosr
e queality and amtonomy of pur
oW us N
Foreign umiversities opening
campuses in India |= indeed &
welcnme sep, especially as it
could belp redhice enormaus
foreign rensttances. However,
gne must ask whether these
imsritutions will be allowed 1o
maintain the knd of independ-
ence and academic freedem
that iz increasingly under threst
im India's crem umiversaties, These
AP DL CEITIETAE (0T A1 3 Thme

L ay 025, the University of

| whien crackdowms on acndenoe &

Ireedom are becoming demerh-
ingly common cn bomegrown
Ashokn University is 2 selfing

n rEityisa
exnmple, O its webalte, the
universicy ﬂ$|:l|l'!d.|:-|:l become a
Tbweral efiscation,

achi D and Prof Bhanu Pratap
Metiia alse reflect chis erosion.
As noved l-m;”m.i:u'rd header
Togemira Yo WITOEE @0 2 N
tival daily, when an inssTueon
gseeke po tesch well and encouar-
age critical thinking, it nafaraliy
cultvates a spiric of inguiry—
wibid: hoften leads to disent.
When these foreign mmiver-
silies open mmpuses in ndin,
whiat level of fresdom will they
acpually emjoy? Wil the povern-
ment develop the matarity bo
tilerane diszent thit fay arise
from these campuses? IEforeign
| untsersities are allowed mors
fresdam becaise they are seen
as vabuahle vestimenls, what

EIndin ranks & dizmal 56h oot
of 178 conneries i the VDem
Insticuee® Academic Frendoam
Indlex. with peighbeurs Bang-

| tadesh amd istan seariag

aelyees, Mhort ool Bwe privane ier
n:iuuiunalll‘r;m-hdﬁ ComE ube
dier ﬂﬁ'lpl'ﬂil'l.lﬂ

H:ummﬂl:l!"-'ll-bt'-h""“h'

] faced

[rom denymg permission to
trave] abiroad to allowing vialent
attachs oo camgpuses. Time and
apaln, instinasanal LD RIMY
and academic freedom in India
aretesterd.

The challempes are ot cmly
external. Internal campus pols-
ties, oo, can be disnupitee. The
winlenoclashar VU betwoen the
Akhil Braramys Vidyerli Parish-
ad and the Shsdent: Federation
of India is acase inpoing.

in the Uniged
litical parties are not ]
directly condest sedent unlom
elections, Individuals may form
Iy rum a5 incddepemlents. 1 India
witlied bo feforn s Lnive i Bes,
perhapsaranstonioward ssch
2 systemn i worth considesing.
This does nat mean policeal ac-
tvigies should be hanned from
campues. Rather, a shift towards
fosering alliamees and defates
withowt confrontaton may hilp
maimtain indellecal diversity
and civilits.

Currently, no Indian wniver-
Fgures tn tkse vog 100 of the
World University Rankings.

IF we wani our imstitaions o
miich the plobal standards af
thinse opsenirig cam puses inIndis,
ncagkemic freedom mwst be ex-
panded and diversity of thoughs

It i tene fmdrnd_tn m
guaranies scademnc
[ ghe UK, sesdemic freedom is
protected under the [958 Educs-
tinn Reform Act, which ensures
that sinff can question
wisdom and advance new —even
coneroweraml—idens., lntheUnit’
el St the Supresme Court Bas
consistently affirmed academnic
Ereset o s a core el msent ol e
spoech, The recens confronca-
tion betwesn Presiden Danik]
Trumg arsd Harsard
shiowed the kind of mstisutionsl’
suronomy rnd courngs Amen-
mnm universities enjoy—een in
the face of political hostlity.
B-e!g;urn ame af the high:,
eat-ramked coumtries oo ﬂ'l.:,.
Indes: of Academic Freedom,
partal both fresdom of expres
shom ard Fresdom of edusaion
UMESC(, poo, bas emphasised!
academic freednm in @z EBET
recesnmendations on the satus;
ofhigher aducatinnizaching per-
sonnel I [rdin wants to bring igs
institulicgs up to infernational’
seandards, it must consider eor!
nrtn::mlmnm&hwmwm

Schiool of India University, and
115 horee the potential corsal top
uEETInang, Hut (o realise
pofertind slrcEmpusssmisT
eocene spaces of frew inguiny—
oopeen B el sl 8 ety s o the
defence of gowirmment policies,
(T erider i purseaing fegul
mﬂm:::wmwi.m
Bengalur) g jmuciey
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School education

he Performance Grading Index 2.0 released.by the
Union Education Ministry is 2 tell-tale sign of how
the school education $ystem continues to fail the
State children. It punches holes in the policy and
. Approach adopted by the government, which has been hin-
dering students’ academic and overa]l development. The
State has been ranked in the second lowest grade along
with nine other States, including five from the Northeast,
in the grading index, Assam’s score is in the range of 461-
520, and is tenth from the bottom among the 36 Statés and
UTs assessed. In fact, compared to the Previous assess:
ment, the State's rank dropped a few points in the domain
Agoess' - an assessment of enrolment, retention of stu-
dents, transition of students to the next grade, identifica-
tion and mainstreaming of out-of-school children - and is
now thicd from the bottom just shove Arinachal and Meg-
halaya. In the teacher Education and Training Diomain,
Assam, with a score of 52.1, is just above the warst per-
forming Meghalaya (46.8). .
Despite decades of investment in expanding access to
education, the outcomes of school education in the State
- remam deeply concermng. Dropout rates continue to be
chsturbing, particularly at the secondary level, where many
students fall through the eracks due to poor learning out-
comes, lack of motivation, and socio-economic pressures.
The issue lies not just in access, but in quality as well, For
years, the State government has focused heavily on build-
ing échools and upgrading infrastructure. While these are
essential, they alone cannot ensure meaningful learning.
True educational reform demands a shift in focus teward
what happens inside the classroom — the quality of teach-
ing, curriculum delivery, and student engagement. One of
the most overlooked areas is teacher education and train-
ing. Teachers are the backbone of the education system,
yet many are inadequately trained. Maoreover, teachers
are frequently burdened with non-teaching duties like elec-
tion work, census surveys, and administrative tasks, re-
ducing their classroom eﬁa:tiveqess. This systemic mis-
use of teaching manpower further weakens the core pur-
pose of education, The widespread use of “freebies” —
such as midday meals, bicycles, and uniforms — is ofteq
justified as a means to improve enrolment and retention.
While thése measures have succeeded in bringing chil-
dren to school, they have not necessarily translated into
better learning outcormes. Freebies can suppaort education,
but they cannot replace a strong academic foundation, qual-
ified teachers, and effective teaching practices. When in-
centives become the main aftraction, the core goal of learn-
myg risks being overshadowed. Efforts to assess the guality
of education through initiatives like Gunotsav have also
- fallen short. These mitiatives tend to focus more on met-
rics than on meaningful learning. To truly transform scheol
education, the govermment must prioritise teacher capac-
ity building, reduce non-teaching assignments, and create
a culfure of accountability and support in schoals, 411 P
== g
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Why India’s youth needs
mandatory health education

very day, countless Indian school children reach
E bor sugary snacks, unaware of the long-term

- consequences hidden in their dail
chices, The Board of Secondary Edu:ati.:-nz
(CBSE} recent inftiative called Sugar Boards, intro-
duced in May 2025, ks 2 commendable first step
toward raising awareness. These boards, now dis-
played in over 24,000 schools, highlight the harms
of excessive sugar consumption and encourage
healthier options like fruits and water. Bt awareness
abone is not enough.

If we are serious about addressing the alarming
rise in diabetes, obesity, and mental health issues
ameng India’s youth, we must go further, We need
mandatory, curricalum-integrated health education
in schoals — delivered by trained teachers and sup-
ported %mﬂﬂnal policies that limit the influence
of junk . Only then can we equip our children
o trake infarmed, lasting cholces foe their well- being

A Growing Crisis

The urgency is clear A 2023 sudy by the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER) found that 15,35
per cent of Indian schoolchildren are pre

diabetic, and neardy one per cent has i

2 diabetes, a condition once rare in chil- %,
dren. to the Indian Council of -;%'\h'
Medical Research (ICMR), 13 per cent 84, Fis
of adolescents are obese and 18 per cent i

are overweight, putting them at risk for
complications ke non-alecholic fatty
liver disease and eary-onset dental
problems. Mental health trends are
equally troubling. A 2022 NCERT sur-
vey revealed that 23 per cent of stadents
cxperience anxdety or stress, ofien dri-
ven by academic pressure, These health
challenges are compounded by sedentary lifestyles,
excessive use of screen time and widespread access
to ultra-processed foods.

In ey work &t Tarang Health Alliance, Pre seen
how these Factors take a toll on young lives. Sugar
Hoards, suppored by the Mational Commisslon for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) and the Foad
Lafety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAL), pro-
vide valunble information. Bul information alone
doies mol bead 1o behaviour chassge, Fos that, we need
continueas wind contextual health edugudion,

Couniries fike Pl have saandated hexh T edu
catit siece Use 197, covering vualtilion arn nwen-
Laal vl B, el B s !-1|;=II|Il.iII-I||:|' byt s
sity rales, Ausirilia integrales kil edducatian
throughioot its K- 1E system, while i lalia, Kerabas
curriculwin i ludes botls physical asd Bealth ala
catkon, |_'|_||||,||Lu_||_|q|.H i JHII"“"«'I.'I.I }'mﬂ’ll lnesolili il
commes, These cariphes show whl i passlle. Since

2016, Tarang Hoalih Alliance las neaclvest veer 1R
students across oy, Delli MO, Chandigark,
ard |,-|jF|_1| e beach saodents biealihe elated skialls mwd
motivate Useis bo bmngeees Uwwin heoalily Beliyvs

through an interactive program. Qur trained edu-
calors help children make better food choices, man-
age stress, and 23y no to tobacco. But such efforts
should not remaln limited or optional. Every child,
regardless of background, deserves access to health
education, The long-term benefits are clear: health-
e comrnunities, lower healtheare costs, and a gen-
eration beiter equipped to face lifes challenges.

The Need for Policy Reform

Current policies fall short. While Sugar Boards are
visible reminders, they do not address the flood of
sugary snacks in school canteens or the aggressive
mirketing of junk fod to children. The FSSAT: delay
in developing India-specific r ims fior high-fat,
galt, and sugar (HFS5) fonds leaves achaals relying
on WHO standards that do not falby align with Indian
food habits. Cities like Chandigarh and Kolkata have
banned junk food in schools, but a mational palicy
is Jong overdue, Indéa should also follow the bead of
coumiries like the UK, which have |_:|1:|.n:|e-:| strong
restrictions on feod advertising aimed ar children.
Farents must be part of this transformation
Awareness campadgns and school-based
workshops can help them reinforce
heealthny habits at home — especially cru-
cial in low-income families, where
processed foods often seem like the anly
affordable option. A Simple Formula for
Healthy 1.1uin&5.ﬁ.: Tarang, we are alsg
promoting the “5-4-3-2- 1-0: Countdown
to a Healthy Life” camgpaign, a memarable
"meantra” to help children take charge of
their health;
5} five servings of or fruits
4) At beast four hand washes every day
with soap & water- after using the toilet
aned before each meal

3) Three portlons of proteln-rich food every day

2) Mo more tham twe hours of recreational screen
time every day

1} Ome hour of physical sctivity every day

i1} Zera consurnption of tobaceo, sugary drinks,
ar packaped sty snacks

Healith education doesn't just benefit students —
it empowers them 10 influence their fmilies and
commrvunities, But o scabe this mpact, we nesd oom
mitmenl ot every bevel: from policymakers, educa
foes, und parens aike.

The TUHSES Sugar Roands sigial an inportant
il b dntent st ravelale il wotion Lets tiwve
Byl sbisplays v ool vwalls umal buidd i nation-
al Tk ﬁ..u ik Tucalth esbucation g core pun
of every ol learming journey, With trainead wach
etk naed R enEE, .|.||IJ. wadhiist |:|L'l|h'll.‘5| W Ll
erisune’ Toalia chaildren grose up healihier, stranger,
s mrone restlient, T tiase bboach i e

| Thad il s e B ndar of Tataeg Health Al and
I’ s mabinal segrasaniative lor o UKESCD Chod an
Cilelal Hedlih & Edueatun. ¥iews s parsonall e

-
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English a bridge, not a wall

MTM*HEMDAM

anpuage v oamang the mest
protound gilts thas husean e
|||l'-'|=.'.'\l"\l Wi niiignnd oeer mil-
viiia. It is Braugh | i
thil we think. r|-n||;'|1|l,-:|:_ :ﬁ:ﬂl
aregn, and intétoc with the workd
droiinsd us, 1o be idabale thresd
5l tigs legether mdividuals into
onnvanilics and civilizations, Imiho
modern ape. where humanirg Gnds
#wll o an intricaiely iniercoesecied
world. where nations are no longer
Istamds unia themmsetves bun e pan
ol 2 vasd global sysiems one language
Rt gumae bo Btquike Spesisl Gignis-
cance. Tha lan & Enplish.
Whethar orve Tikis i of s, Eng-
Exh tedey octeples o preemineni
place in tree linguistc hizrarchy o the:
world, |i Fas bugome: The key 1o par
tcipation in the global seonomy, the
medium of inbernaticsdl diplomacy,
the voice ol acine: and Inngvaton,
and 1EM al ::L-l:lil;:::‘jvu-'l
ponk FTel 1] s
In ecent ey, iho Usien Hoewe
SEnisrer, In e speic thin eeoed bath
ruliurad pelde and linguistic incn-
epeetion, commsisted on the over-
dependersce an the Englek | age
in indian olfcial, educoiosal; and
sncial darmains. Hie obyrrvation was
ressead in e idim it India’s naes
lamguages - rich im herilage and
NEpIOREIYE pOwar - du:rm_gmmw
graminenacs = our ratloml disouse
and ideriny. Hi aifjued tho Erlist,
i lanpeape impoted duning celonind
nalve, cunLEuEs 4 deninane Eeen m
irsdepemdoni India. therehyabenalng
3 targe secubon nf e population gt
sdminfserative und iniellecioal
[t
Thiy seaizment, whyly slinieg &
gnrarus el seppoct fram culieral
Byt el i, Rk il SR e e p-
i b b s O R v, S e,
e ligimesiy, and @i CilRens
ghre; The guesiaun is nol whhet
I in Larguapr= shnuld bt praatialid
7 - hiil welier this pras
AR LR ar il itk il
Asiiiil g e pide ul Rrighels im
] Lir aa wrE, welirn s II'“'"I]

Usireigh the beees ol mesdem iealities,
1 ol o sm e cilaer-er, bal oalls for
o nusmiced and Inclusive approads.
Erglali, In o coniest of medern
Bifg, = noi mezedy a celonlal resides
of 4 fashissahle senl of iho elilc. B i
for many. & praciica secessiay, In
1irbei aoel corm seme-urhan Inadia,
Enpien s the prefereed medium ol
instructios in schools 11 i3 che lan-
Feape In Wik nationnd and bma.
tenal reaminaiions e conducisd
the language in which seientilic
rasean:s is publshed, and the medi-
unt theragh which this paung genes-
ation connecis in gobal mmatoos,
For a vas eajaeicy of Indians
whn aspine g shudy i orepuied fomign
inaraiEes, 10 wark i mokegioaal
corparaiione, or o ongaga with inlé-
mannng communiiles. English is non
a cholee - i bs o bridge 12 s & bridge
(hit comecis the droams of a villape
vtudent with thie lgiters halk of Fiar-
vurd oo Oedard, a bridge thal allows
an Indian st -up o pisch s prodoc
13 & Eunopean freesior, o bidpe tun
leis -I. s sl ithnx!'-e_ﬁ'.'-:r:il:- l-mh
@ lellow Tosearcher in In - n H
senae, English ks Lr.'u.ucm-a:dlls his-
tarizal bagpage e iransboemed ino
an enahliaf of MUY,
Merepyer, Englisf pesrforms a
unbcpan aitd alinoe |rapfacpabik M-
Hom in o coundry az IiHEUIEIICI."!.'
divern pi Eesdin. With over pun[y-Tsd
affeiaily recopnieed longeages and
hunl:ln.i;v-l'ﬁﬂh:li spakan eciis [
wagl Hlug:l:ph:;. e R I:I1l:I_5-I]l.'- al
vonypaes, bnwach o setiing, Frglih his
emeeged s a neuleal, non-regional
Ianguage ihat does nol baleng o any
e proup. It hidgs asdid Urguisic
{pvpurifisss and i a8 o link len.
jguage fr imer-y s ammurscaliomn
10 |y e furgu in which legat duos-
TS AT el joged road, thie lan:
guage inwhich parllamerniiary debates
aroaden cenducied, mmd d imindhes
thiaugh wlijch goveminenl degan:
meends cpsndinge wiilkh eack ailier
Hi L1 slite baundaries
Eemeomn g Englizh Irom jhese
syrlverey wiileast 2 pubmsd did nnions
s LEFTLETH s hiasidam ool lesd
e oy peiem, sl iy, el cien

inpeiglicimbalpren n o mdidingual
depnoracy The alrs.

In iks realm ol eduiiizn aml
bnowledge, the significance al English
Hoevan mom alnking The worbd ol
acadomia kas, far besoer oo worse,
hrecema increasingly Arglocenivic.
Mosi ecleniltic journats, 1echnlcal
dalshises, pigwesch partak, end inler-
nuional academic foruma opesanm in
Ervgliih, T tereinobogy al medicine,
egineering. fawe and seeaomics i
prodeminanty English:-hased.

Wil ellores are baisg made 1o
manslare keowiedge inin Indian &
geages, the seale of this @ik is mik-
sive and the pece gow, Unill such
imfranirucistin is adegquacely devels
aped, English will ceniinus fo he the
Emaas aditd ooy Tlaoisgh wiich fmdizn
sndeniz ped resanckaens ok ool al
the warld of consemparary know|-
wdge. To dany yeung Isdians che
arcran o this windew in the name of
laagiiistie prade |s o rlsk conlining
them 0 infellocie] isalstion. The
ideal respanse would bo s smuli-
ey xl hen Trefle lan BY
I academi wh e prsaing il
s & canduil o globad leaming,

A1 e s {henas, ¥ H o Wiz
isled's conceres cannni nndd shaahi
not be dismikiad seoighe Inis roe
thet many Indres, aspecaly in ruid
and marginalized communiibes. Bce
exciacion becousi &0 186Eie lack ol
aceii 10 English educmion. Theee
s an ellie bubblk - especialy
uslrae India - where English &=
became o stalus symbol ader dan
jul a kagyuape. Fhuency in Engliss i
afen missakan Tor lnielEgence. and
lack «f & Sar Eferionny. This peceg-
o 15 unjust sl socially demaging.

Ve amisst indeed work jowseds an
educarion spstem where [ndids Lo
qn;u arrgieen due respect. and sn-
dirils cir 2eeess high- quakly learsin
i by moiher 1ongues. This wo
pryuin: ealensive tmmdaon of sl
kaaks teacher rainisg in reglonal
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e Dnglish far oo inset urilies woifl
e like blaming tha mirmr lar noi
shawing i Mateding eelection
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Educated S
lawmakers

There is o pressing need to
prescribe minimum educational
aualifications for low makers,
soy¥s Srijita Maojuomdar
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'NEP and entr

Dx SRIPARNA B BARUAH

nirepreneurs piay a crucial rode
in India's growih story, Enving
ecinomic development, jb ceeg-
S, dnd mnovation, As Indiz
e moves iowanks becoming 4 $5
rillicn econdty, entrepreneirskapis at the
It of thies trarafiomation. Entrepresses.
are not sk wealth coeators But sleo nas
tinnndlibeacs, With moee individusis jok-
ing the lésp foto business, [ndia's journey
m ﬂﬂ_':m'ﬂ-"!-l-l: resiEnGe, mmovabon
reliance is v g Stromger tham

‘ever befose.

Az Trufia aspires t0 heooised superpover
backed try robust etoaomic growth, we have
i b & cature of innovation A ke
preneurship in our educalos system, be-
ginning at the school level. An innowation-
and enireprenearhrp-Foosed education will
play & ceniral mlz_:'m developing couchl Tie
&l el preparing ssudesas for T beyond
classroom. b maey weys, the Maliensl Eda-
cation Pobcy (MEF) 2020 sppeazs 1o be an

endeavoil bh-ansiursge and instE 2 spint of
{rewerralion and, ba some extent, enimepre-
mearhip. Focusog oo esaftling children oot
tnly ba birn, but enore impoctantly to un-
' derstend how todem, the policy promotes
an edumbon sysiem geared iowamds learn-
ing how to think critically and sobve proi-
lems, how i e creative and muol it scips-
nery, and bow bo innovate, adaptand abscch
new matesial in eprergimg and changing
flelde, It aims to Bcilise a pedagogy that

mrakes education exporientl, holisbe, e

grated, inquny-trives, dBcoyery-anentes,

learner-centned, s arussion -based — thus

fosilenng a sense of profleim-salvieg and i

atiipade of innovation t children inetead of

L L il

trappmg them in a herd mestabiny
The MEF appears fo be an ensbler of
mngreation, The eoemployment rte smong
educated indvidusis in India is 114%. Con.
sidaring thal half of [odia's popul sban is u-
der 35; this seenenghy small percontsgs
TepEesents o very large rumber The TN
even Suggesis that by BIE7, Indis will rep-
PRSI Aot I:Int-ﬁl'l.hﬂ!bu obal work-
T, which 'will, bar i, b the wordd's arg-
est. The MEF plays a sigeifcant role in ore-
grhirg emplayment (gporturmties 1t sspires
to build an entrefreneural culture in che
couniry by enabling students o engage in
pridect-based learning, expenentisl leam-
ing, service Baming, and vocationad tain-
img, This telpa develip a mimdset thatcel-
efealis entrepreneurstip — the mast im-
portant aspect of stzrring & besingss, En-
reprentarship requires seversd (ngredi-
ents, and they must be mewleared i gy-
dents by mitegrating them inin day-To-day
bearning and scross all subjects,

Mot every student will lesch an innova-
tive, scalzble, or tech-hased busames, but
mash corald heneffn o MODIHng 3 more
enireprensurial mindesr Suscess in the .
{nrenrion ecovormy depends f ju st on wioi
wworg kndrd Bl gmowrhat you can find out. The
ahility o perséstere thmough probliems, work
independintly, and sesk cut creative sobs
tioeng wall e vahoble across sl careers,

‘iz raises the question of whesher en-
rrepeeneuretincan be bught. Soms arpue
Ehal entregreneurship is inmabe - malter
o penedics, Otbers Svour laarning by do-
ing: Research shows that enrepreneurship
édugation cam enhence emplmahility, lead
o new siness creation, and increase the

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 27 JUNE 2025

epreneurship

Fostering entreprencurship through education can equip Mndia’s h
to-drive innovation, self-reliance, and inclusive EE'E?M?:I'I#{E-' gmwa!&%ﬂm

liesinood of sucress. Studies invnhvieg chil-
aren a5 young 85 11 vears show that enmre-
prenearship can shift mindsets and mmpact
personality irails thal are mxzental for &n-
ueprenennial eking

O echucasion sysbenm e lroader envis

© ronumeiil Ofben dotade what we should o,

insbesd of encedrging ve i chink indepeng-
enily; there is alwiye someose telling us
witdit ko do. In Teatin, Gilure 7 raditionally
SEEN A8 B mapor seiback, This mimdset s
prkeaps the biggest challonge, because en-
treprenscrship is sl about Rilure - abour
Yemrriing o Eilure. NEP 220 laps ppicia
Emphais on developing Ihe crealive poeen
thal of wach indivicisl, The education system
sl adopt various msisures wproemae
o lEsurTing ervinCamin whens cresciing ke-
aliun.i.lmu':'::'-:l:l.j.ml.llm-smring.nud un-
Tepreneuril sealls e ourvored, regirdbess
clstodents’ ape. If bwka is o bevome 2w
perpower hatked by robusi eeansmic’
groewth, wee st natils cul bure of Senonmsion
o entreprenenralig in our edication s
berm, sarting from the schiol level. The o
ricubem nesds 0B s gred i much 8wy
thar it hedps sudents chivelop hie siclls el
prepares them for B Bewvond dessesom.
Eiright srudents shouli be ercinmaged oo

take up sstrepraneurship and andergtaed |

horer it shoodd e persosd while ey wre
atilll oo carmpue: Shadents can hoing Fesh
ideas, innovative thinking, and determing-
i B0 S0fw fisee fmed create fErge -sonle
immpacL. Thit tm bepn ot the school leval
T iE rmgsertant b3 sreaie srudent anirepre
rur Trobed riuiles b centres Foriinovetion
or sifnilir Bl on chsgus desigred 1o
rapparr] staden|-kad an e pressial activ-

ity ¢ i 150 essential thet the areas of py-

derrne expertics of 4 callege e reflerts?

N (E8 &nlreprensurship programmes, By

example, {ff pchnoiogy and fisamece are
stromg Jubyece areas ar @ collepe, bhap
Srafinl enreprensasship hed chal sSuppores
FINTECH idezs hecoimpsa nattiral At Cal
legus poed 10 proimes Studen! entreore-
marahip bo beald carmpras-wids Mwasecegs
Thik Can be achieved throagh megulss in-
[Crrmal atndect meetops that cosble sba-
diznits ko connect with oo sothes and form
lusness trams. Innermal starup hackathoas
cam alsn be hekl, Ancther o ocad sspect i
che proviedn of proper mestocatip, M-
toxs damn help snudents ancersssnd the dal-
lenges invalved and motvatd them o
BAnnch thair anisl venhires,

From the school leved iese, infragrrae-
pare such ia tntvaton hbs, mphd proc-
typing lshe, 31 printing tabs, makersgmces,
unkeng libe, predncubabion cenmres, Jp-
ical Elregies, e, shoobd be marks: Jvabbe
withnd in::iruﬁ_:nfm. Tris will hislp grartirs
crepiive skills among srodents, Thers is
alsn d aeed toallncate an Eecvtion fed
WEEREN T prssinle, Sino nachers ioe the
ey drvers of innovatics, § @ impartas: o

“ufentify those with prior expesure or a

scrong suierest in beading bmossison- and
sirepedneurship-redaled agenag,

The HEP can play z pivetal rofe 1 e
lexing enrepensizreki in India by reshig-
ing e aluctinnl lndsespa. By integrag.
mg vacalicndl education, profmeting critd-
2l thinking, sl fscraraging experion Gl
Jearrengg from an ealy age, it oan empwer
students i bocom jf mreatons @ik than
johseeiers, el -

E o~
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Fllture of the US student visa

|
MELE Ty,
Ve
= Bix

Tl e [T

Imrme

Pl [ryss
2 Harvarr yp
A e Irr-.-u
VUler ent .
LTS p|.r|_'\.'-|-|h_m ,.|||| san
i Ve avenes airei isy g T
LI o iy ot TTRETA]
> i
5 Bar hisghat -duulum d

i bwelarshige e seseived
LS TITRA TS S (LR T

living expenses

wisa and my cemorm b thoaame Thrs ar villsed b vk
Fellow Indsan snedesds oo urmibir e s I.II\.H.III'\.I'-.I

path. Many Fraran ez, Sy appicanon ke adimissan
Mepped up in my hesd s L any gradvain shanl srarad with o

AIBETHTN i
RUE TR ey BT 1
@0 fardgn ssudenas ¢
rl et ahverw ven thiese sge
ahoai 1Rl hiskgmy
s L1 pudl the plag ne s
hase tisked thoir encire funse ar
linanclal eetources (o r=alue (b e et et il T by
dream ol an A inca edicstioe 1 fnr Hhie applicanes

Irerre e, A bz thinee a |
(L= ST e en
g Fac s tic
anEsc; ul mieding ul
i e sikdenn ol
bnminsiie ol e
ety dlifTes
Bl DT e
st vy |- o i LR, L
[ 4 e RETLITLLS
Ll e g 5 e

L Grww

1l st 1o the charres
il ke phy=acs depanimemn. i
o, Dimstivnd o Larnge onvarky
E 4 standanl scenowledpe
Eer application lerms
e CarTecdl 1
rialisre ol winreae

wlre ¥
i mv pairiile o ey o colbe g ek ation o ol b
+ flEaingial meas o suf thisil Aidresul, Tolud e inkfiesg o
sk even of 1 dud. By declsi it any sfukeni proies or demom
I by [ieee e mare thie  sbomterss oy Gl 015 v (g the
g of my mend Wi wad waae sl ragng Carmirg
froem g qurbsilent polilical @nvamn
M in hobeim, ey surprsel o e
3 Lark ol peatiies! sty ur e e
tw, Miteen |
ily, lir

spint kK
Telerien)l G BRI CHASIOG BMOg sh
d gera reaching  ekerd one o my A
wirs dilleeent froma  chuckéed and skl 1are |
.r--: 2 :I.L-.-.-;Jnrl because il e ehes counary o underssand thi ped
: me o die soms work i@ ics & ches counimy 18 deoded by big

—— ---l"'.i.u--. =

- e

it il mergadomis - §dal Sl LETFTiLN i1l

n wrw feudian siudenis publbely s wsimes | iV
HifH B Inidts = w g il i i = prp=m .
e lonal 2 i urueeli, T
il 1h dheani f I WU
AL k
| wldi
Lalio I 1 m

LERALEE

i nikirg thar

fLeTprail i E ST
it thr L% whsd

pEry il LE
tw likedw thed
gt i froeer ol -ne b Sddle | opdem

i na e Wi 1

v b
it wlidenl visas and SEVE
v borore. s omomy perrsoit- Wi R T o 1
my spnsiciion g Begl 3 NELE & EEerE T o L

s viudens Vises or revnkmp ol i AT AT CAY SRR
irralig] s shoiikd rni be a Wemkrs Tl | Kdiese stisdeni e liss beeh T i
decissan alféiming all imemannnal e silem Apab- Ll confos wigll- e

T o _ I L

PE——


Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-7), 27 JUNE 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


I

Democratising science & tech, via indig
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 28 JUNE 2025

Don t Bother With
‘Mother Tongues’

The term ‘mother tongue’ is so soaked in sentimentality, that
it often escapes scrutiny It suggests an innate, genetic allegi-
ancetoaparticularlanguage —usually the firstone spoken at
home, theone coded intolullabiesand scoldings. But peel back
that emotional varnish and what remains is a concept more
sociopolitical fiction, less linguistic fact. So, when anyone
waxes eloquent on the ‘specialness’ of a mother tongue, know
that such ‘maternal’ linkage is — in today’s era of locational,
societal and linguistic fluidity — anachronistic.

Language isn’t umbilical. It’s circumstantial. You don't spe-
ak Marathi, Malayalam or English because of maternal osmo-
sis. Youspeak it—oramixtureof all three—because of proxi-
. mity social dynamics, schooling, etc. The
=4 3-5-yr-old child is a blank slate soaking in
the world, languages (and biases) includ-
el ed.Sheislikelytopickuptheconversatio-

& | nallanguageof, say, herayah, rather than

3% of hermum. If a Gujarati-speaking moth-

wule: %4 er hasajob in Dubaiand has enrolled her

Y 4 n an English-medium school, the kid’s

so-called ‘mother tongue’ might be armed with diphthongs
and shaky Gujarati. _

‘Mother tongue’ implies that linguistic identity 1s perma-
nent and singular — that there is one truelanguage nestled in

‘one’s soul’ while all others are ‘foreign’ implants. This isrom-

antic bunkum: people outgrow languages, switch them for

communicative ease, or lose them entirely in diaspora. The
term alsosmacks of somekindof purity test. Bureaucrats ask
for it in forms, ministers extol its virtues. It's really complex-
ridden linguistic gatekeeping disguised as heritage preserva-
tion. Retire the phrase, not because it's silly but bec usr-:- 1: s in-
accurate. Call it ‘comfortlanguage(s)’, instead. @
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! OUR TAKE |

The case for
English in India
1ts foreignness long pone, English is the
Passport to social and economic mobility

: anguage is politlcs by olber meass in Indi
- Which Is why Union home minlster Amit
Shah's caribeatian thet the Cenbre & not
teany foreign lanpeage is significant.
Ins thee sz verin, hie eddded tak “there shousd be an
Orge to glorify one’s owm languags”. A few days earker,
Shah had 1ita &mall political fire with s remarks tha
Fehose who speak Erglish will soon be ashamed” This
rerrark was interpreted by Oppoesiton leaders asa
backdoor wtemge o impase Hindi on non-Hindi
epeakers. The BIP has shways been in fzeur of
Enaking Findi the official langusge of the country and
pliminating the use of English, 3 potentially explosive
Lo in the non-Hindi-speaking states of southen
Endia. Now, Mabarashera, again o stace that has a
¥ of strong imgaistic |dentity, has beoome restive
over the BIP-led governenent's marve 03 introduce
Hindi a5 & langusge Fom primary dasses.
;. The case far English bn bndia is simple. First, itis the
language of eppertunity and economie mobility,
Second, It isalso the language of aspiration, s sooukar
emns o become urban ard modern, and possibiy,
masscend the chaing of caste and elass. And, third, Itls
theword of the warld, snd the passport o the workd of
A the case of ek, i has heen 3 convenient link
kmumnine b ke egacies of locil dominance.
This Is the rensan the founding Eathers of the republic,
wh fought the Brivsh, found no rexsan t outiaw the
language i independent Indla, In facy, they saw the
Py in English proficiency and encouraged sts
s, withowt discrinénating against kcal languages. In
e process, English has been will azsmilated within
Endban seciety o the extent that i may have li i
foreignness. 1t {5 mo longer perceived 52 ik largpaage
ol econamé: and cultural imperialism, but as a vehick:
; Ehat has epabled Indias rise as 2 knowledpe power.
That's why China is eescouraging English barmning,
¢ Doess this maean o refection of bndias Inmga ges?
Eertalndy oot Much of Incia &5 hillngust  not
erilingual, and is l{kely to remain 3o As per Census 201,
oy 258000 people repoeted English as their mother
oo oo first anguage, hut 83 million said it was
ir serord [Rngsae. In oomparisan, aver 520
calied Hindi ther first language a3 ceanpaned s
5 million for Gujaratl These numbers bardby suggsat
P threat fram English s Hisdi or any ledian langoage,
| A for Iwdian languages, state povermisenss could
[promole locl lnguages, In fact, b Centre shaild
irall aff its prash i promate: Hindi raBonaliy and
dlzpersn the funds 1 states to promoe ol
languages. This s imporiznt as kocal languages are
repasitories of cultirsl inberitance, However, the
chaien of bearning a ugage should be it o citkens.
It shaould alse be kept in mind thet the groweh of
Ernighish in [ndiz has bappened withoan soo moch Star
[paronage: People embrace ithecass of ik sconomée
ublity. Languages that cesse (o be of transectonal
vl Eace thee troreat of s thetr prominesoe seg
tin their motherand; noamauns of palsmics ar palisy
imipasition con rescoe them. For instance, a repori in
{ithis newspaper kst week showed that the governsient
Epent LB erong oo e promotion of Sanskri
(between 2014-15 and 3004-15 — | 7 times the combine:
apemding of T47.56 coore an the ceher five classica]
roedfians lan gusgges, Tamil, Telugy, Kancada,
Malayulam and Oclia, But there's Bede o show for

- A msanced palicy that does not privilege or
discriminate against, any knguage s the senslbie
option for India. e

o
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TRIPPING ON REFORM

DU's new tie-breaker for undergraduate admissions could

: brmg back anxieties that CUET was designed to eliminate

HEN DELHI UNIVERSITY (DU) adopted the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for undergraduate admissions in 2022, it was
seen as a long overdue step toward standardisation of a sprawling
ecosystern. An improvement over the Central Universities Common
Entrance Test introduced in 2010 for a handful of central universities, CUET promused to level
the playing field by replacing the uneven Class Xl cut-off system with a single, uniform test.
It was an opportunity to move beyond the disparities of state boards, streamline admis-
sions, and focus solely on merit. Though premised on faimess, some of the changes to the
admission process this year — especially the addition of Class X scores as the penultimate
tie-breaker, supplanting alphabetical order of candidates — tread a delicate line. In a coun-
try where access to higher education remains intensely competitive and deeply conse-
quential, they risk reintroducing anxieties that CUET was designed to eliminate,
With 71,624 seats across 79 undergraduate programmes in 69 colleges up for appli-
cations this academic year, the new tie-breaker has been designed to offer, as DU's dean
. of admissions has put it, a “more rational and menit-based approach” to break CUET dead-
' locks. Class X performance is a reliable indicator of consistency, arguably less vulnera-
ble to coaching-driven score inflation. It also reduces the arbitrariness of alphabetical tie-
breakers, which, though neutral, fail to reward academic effort. However, it risks
undermining CUET's foundational principle, rooted in the spirit of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, which advocates for equity and inclusivity in higher education. In de-
coupling undergraduate admission from board variability, CUET sought to ensure that
scores alone did not dictate a student's future. Reintroducing board scores from Class X
opens up old vulnerabilities. State board curricula and grading systems continue to vary
widely in difficulty and leniency. As a result, students from berter-resourced boards or
urban backgrounds may gain an unintended advantage. Moreover, NEP 2020 encour-
ages holistic assessments over rigid reliance on any single score. Shifting the focus to
grades — especially one from years prior — might be counterproductive for students who
have matured academically in the years since or had faced personal setbacks at that stage.
Instead of tying the admission process up with three separate academic records —
CUET, Class XII, and Class X — a possible alternative could have been the option of more
granular tie-breakers within CUET itself; its scores could have been extended to more
decimal places or to domain-specific section scores. As India reimagines its higher edu-
cation architecture, policymakers must be careful that efforts to fix procedural gaps do not
reignite old apprehensions or come at the cost of inclusivity. S&{)“ \¥ /
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THE DECTS M TAKEM by the Ceniral Board of
Secomdary Education (CHSE) to pairch the
fivcaes of earky primany years bo the mother
Cmgue i, iy e least, momenious. With
ackrular the board plans boupered the bis-
tary of education in its presigious schooks,
1ot cinoular surresds, the ounoorme wil be
nithing bess yan & revolubion. Foture hishe-
el Sorne will surelvask: ¥ it was so gim-
phe ity okt the boarnd do it many years
agn ™ The CESE s a relatively 2mall baard
oompased bo the state haands. but it enjiogs
Bl ger status and influence. Barming moep-
tans, CRSE schonls use English s s medium
Eomnthe rarfiest prades. Several stane baands
tase coneded e centratity of Englh rel.
atively recentiy, apparently t align them-
sevas with the CREE Mowrthattee lamerhas
anmounced its ressive to displace English in
the early years of schoaling, will these sane
s fnlicey® Eithat happens, it will doubt-
kg b bwiariful ddawm of systemic same.

Mo phiicgnpher or policpmaker has sver
endorsed tee centrality of English over the
thild’s mother mague. Viveiananda,
Rakindranath Tagore, M K Canchi — they
all adsmeated the primacy of the mother
tengoe. | P Maik = the desigrer of edoca-
Honal policies in the early y=ars of
Indipendence — s the deeninant posi-
tion of Enghsk in leading schools as & terri-
Bl contradiction Az the mesiber-
af tre Kothari Commizson | 1964-66], he
peaded for asincere implesrentation of the
three-langupe formula. Under this fal-
lovend mantra, the child's mother .
Crapgdht v ke T s the Rt i oot by -
pertann language atschogl [n hisbook pub-
lished soon after his death in 1581, Naik
lamessted the fact that the theee-language
farmla had besnimplementad piecomesl
il anbimely

iz s toded 7t sty thirt pigs [k an
dlbegory today. Pollowing she Kothari
Cormmission repoct's approvel, Ml sad dhe
Maharashim povercernl ishoed a cacular
e
dation of “chi L ey
Maharashies cincular direcied 4l schooks o
ersure that child-centred eduration Was
practised with imenediate effect. n fact, the
cierylar threstened offictal action At de-
fanlting school heads. The poing of this story
i thar droularsdon 't necessanly work o5
pecially when thiy intend go soften an en-
menched practice. Wader effort, Fching -
tial collabaration. s required.

It 5 now @ popralar, secialy accepred lact
that Englsh is The language of upward ma-
bilicy, The parallel view that English is a
coonial legacy and should therefung he dis-
placed prary have polical wtility, bet it has
Wt tractace, particularty among the tradi-
Hanally deprivied social growps. They iecog-

INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-13), 28 JUNE 2025

A multilingual classroom

That's what we need. CBSE's turn to the mother rongue

demands structural shifts and classroom autonomy

mise thar mye children of the Somanant
classesand chedr |maders benefii foom thelr
easewith English. This view poes slong with
thee naticn that cnmenand of English re-
quirn=s ety induction. By stidking o the use
of English ap amedivm of teaching in every
subject, elite schools — as most (BEE
Echoals ane —have consakcaled thime pop-
wlar perceptions of Fnglish, Indeed, this per-
cepliomisa key Bactor driving e growthol
private scheals, especially in e northemn
helt wiere the state system i weak and

managed.

Tha BGE 5 mirer blinks at chiswider real-
oy Instead ofesplaining what i problematic
abseeor early induction inm English, the (55E
waries o sond mnocent in i sodden advo-
ooy of the pwsther iongue or e regional la-
guape Landakis though thisnew missonis. it
cali fir Suetaicesd] preparation and consider-
Kendrya Vidvalayas (B0 vl raguine mene
Enan if chey are o gy greaber aten-
tion o children's horme languape A8 & proa-
leged segment of the CRIE Ty, Kv's have
mediam peivas | “public™] sciwols. Pany

harve pomsiid gince thee day noticed that

mizheady's wwish o make children momolingoal
Erglish spealers so warly i life; K were
rreeredy followingg 4 social mend Being evisie
atoul e eeTini presence I:H'B_'EHH:IHCII.NI.
echucation is probalily a policy compusson,
- itamins b a pre fenznoe for Saoasngin
a k- bedbeve warkd, :
1 theechil s owm bnguage i oo find some
sative space at schood counties #-
nh!!:‘iﬂ:‘ﬁwiﬂllﬂmhcmﬂﬂudm
ol thase serve as a polisical shomhand; othe
#r5 ar= relaed to frozen pedagogies,
Experienced eachers know thal knguags 1=
ook meve]y Hberacy, Borweeer [oasdutionalit
may be. Sounds, rhymes and weeds confain

e is movwe i popalbar, socially
srvepted Fact thar English is
the language of upword
moibility: The paoralbed view
that Enplich is & colomial
k=gacy and should therefiore
b clispbaced mouy T
political ntality: bae it lag
lirde racriom, partioularly
arniang the oediclonalby
deprived soclal prowps, They
recogndes taat the clilldsen of
the dominant classes and
their leaders benefic from
thelr case with Englash. This
VAL gy n]l:m:s with the
niotion that command of
Engish reyuires early
indvction, By stcking 1o the
use of English 28 2 medium
off teaching in every subjec,
clibe schisals — 26 most
CBSE schoels are = hwe
consolidated tvese popular
percepricms of Enplish,

R Smemar

Ireimang, imagined manings i smnall d-
dren, Sensitle teaching legs these meanings
develod new formes misconcefred school-
ing thrattles them, imposing dictionary
Freedring s throdgh e and competibon. in
our sysiem, the child's language i the frst
casaalty. Frematurely aoquired capacites o
recite and spell Fun parabel bo e piser-
¢ These practices run counter fothe basic
primciples of chikd-cerdned maching

1 the CB3E veants to Imparove langsape
kediaing al ety stages itwel haove oo ook be-
yond puhbicised priort e, A an exsminaton
e, it Foscs 6 marturally on bests and out-
oremies, Curmenih TS M B inberoafied.
Mew technologies have sxacertaind this pen-
dency. Langusge keming during childhood
i5 an apect of inseilechial o that de-
tnands agenepous leacher and dherseod -
spigrees. Music, drama and oiber means of
drsthetic scpressi

Thee el uiaiionn Bpsnem 5 aocustames o
treating fanpeape like o spbect, It 5 taupht
weith the purpose of ensuring §Ucoess in
tesrs, b perend years, this sysre mic evademoy
haj worsened Distrass off Che neaciser has
Ted] 1o 4 panel, eedieclared policy of denial
of autoesmy In KV, brachers maes abide
by a natinnwide comeergence of weeidy
completion schiedulss, This practioe com-
el Every reacksr o complele sach Sag-
mrenkof tae syt oo ertbook at the same
pare s ochers. Pracces in prvate schoois
are notwey i e oo chis saom. There
E [T e i sisch 3 Sysfem o permdt
teadlers to pursze ournsodlar gaals arther
e pace. The manslmeatien of such 4. 5%
Tt £ [ B ichiemeed withia ol roofar and
4 Eriel re-grientation.

T weiner & furrmer WCERT direcror and the
autsref The Child's Language and the

Teachorand Fadhina, 23 sochra
Iﬁ’ﬂhﬂ

o
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Beyond the blackboards: Future-proofing skill education for the Gen next

The Central Govermment's decision to introduce vaeational education from Grade & under the ‘Samagra Shiksha Abhivan' signals a long-overdun shift

towarids shil-based leaming. Howewar, unless this reform is backed by rabust infrastructure and industry cellabaration s purpose may be defeated

b i en Dossmmors el juilivier 40 i -
warmiirnl sdecarion Jlan fyrem
Ureds & wrakr S “Sakages '-:I-Iu].
Aldvman' 1 8 progoree oEp o W
addersdig du -rE:T 9 boresm sodernck:
lrasnig sl svwphaadibiy, Ar Iedia s i
bunciorl 1 35 el di Oy, ] erecrind bnegaip
a3 ywrrch vl el iy as . Homeved, awidfomd o
rld serslepy, e g e i R ITy Mekeds,
wi srppic rérarneror fl ks Tk
prroreing wnesher wel-muererad v poarty
raroaied refrm

The Stark Skills Bap

The ek Sicills @spoat H imcdiransd T cndp 47.1
pat paed of Ivdine yoasth wa dearrid argboyaie
primaity dum o § nimmaxch bereem der skdlh
waghi b pdacwaneni iesiindiany pad e aecd:
wdl im the job markict, & e d 0 i el o i
ekl e 1% b 5 bive e ey Bl v
Bl Nrdag, cadpanel W ver T pas cam Le
ﬁ.lm&uﬂ‘;ﬁpﬂﬂu in Crora. Thin e T
e gt read for @ compreimaine wverhel of
Il verrdanl erowfes peyiee bors rai b gl
priion in whaals # ihe dorc ke &l siks-
reirewri Wl i g i

Learning from Gicbal Loadens

[ b Bt e oty o b vedasbde oo n

Tiai Mhie Garmn Dual Sprem. wiesh elie by

ki danreom -mu-cfhl- sl jedoeal
s

o parcind of Urrwmi i Rulinidn oo b RecEtian-
1l palbeyre alicr -“-rhr;i ey wheal
tprabyrbe Chivs lwsiti L], B wecibioral kb
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DISCOVERY OF A VOICE

for Adivasis has never been

satisfactorily addressed. Non-
tribals or outsiders’ research on them
is somewhat sceptically regarded by
Adivasi scholars; it needs assescment
from the tribal groups themselves.
Sonajharia Minz, a professor at the
Jawahardal Nehru University, has
decided to create a digital archive of
tribal languages. She is the Unesco |

T he question of whoshould speak

selves in terms of contemporary edu-
cation in order to be on the job market.
Forgetting language means rejecting
an entire culfure, including food and
songs and the activities of everyday
life. Ms Minz's decision to decument
languages on a digital platform 13 a
way of keeping traditions alive. It is
for the future when young people are

| looking for their past. She is also plan-

ning a curriculum for early education

co-chair of Transforming Indigenous r in tribal lanpuages. That, too, is most
Knowledge Research Governance | important, The alienation uf tribal
and  Rematriation and shares her | children begins in schools where the

Chair with a Canadian professor

teacher speaks a different language.

of Simon  Fraser Not only is this a culture
niversi hock I sl

}3}13115 tntyll:reah’:: m}::k-utalu .Tlhe p]ﬂ.]l fﬂl‘ 3} znmprf]?:njﬂnﬁﬂ "
platforms to beused by  digital archive for ~ Ms Ming claims that
e o oy, tpdllanguages, o0 0 e
W, ¥ L

accounts of their knowl- culture ﬂﬂd throughout the country.
edge and culture. What kﬂﬂWlﬁdgE 18 It seems a propitious

project is that these plat-

speak for themselves.

forms will not be freely
accessible. The tribal groups them-
selves will decide if they want to share
their material and also with whom
they wish to share it, For the first time,
the Adivasis will speak for themselves,
make decisions about sharing their
knowledge. They are afraid of exploita-
tion. So far, research has tended not to
give credit for their knowledge, even if
non-tribal people use it for themselves.
In Canada, there are already such pro-
prietary platforms.

Ms Minz's analysis points to a deep
conflict between the languages, cul-
tures and knowledge of tribal people
with those of the modern mainstream.
This alienation began in colonial
times. Adivasis have to forget their
language and culture and rain them-

But the project itself
is based on irony as well. Without the
modern system of education, of which
Ms Mingz and the tribal experts are
beneficiaries, the digital archive with
proprietary platforms would not have
been possible. What is needed is a gold-
en mean, where modern education
and tribal culture go hand in hand and
students are not [oreed to forget ther
language. The planned carricalum for
parly education in fribal languages is
just a step in that direction but it is not
enough, Tt is for the tribal experts and
other academics to collaborate in find-
ing eurricula that will give the choice
of keeping up with tribal history, lan-
guage and culture of the tribal group
a student comes from. Only then will
Adivasis be fully vocal. | "
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"The importance of statistics

K—K SEN

he significance of statistical methodology can be

M understood from the contrmibutions made by famous

statistician and pioneer of India's first Five Year

- Plan, Prof PC Mahalanobis, who was born on Jl.me

24, 1393 To commemorate his outstanding contri-

bution to the field of statistics, June 29 is celebrated

as National Statistical Day. According to him, statistics should

be used for better understanding and reporting of scientific

‘and engineering data, and for decisjon-making for the wel-
fare of society. He undertook experimental design in agri-

culture and made an important discovery refgting to the

probable error, which put him on par with RA Fisher, the

great statistician, Among his most significant contributions

to statistics, the “Theory of Sample Surveys™ can be high-

light&d which began with the estimation of area and yield of

the jute crop in Bengal in 1937, and it was established that

estimates based on sample surveys were often more accu-

rate than those obtained by complete enumeration. Sample

surveys can yvield estimates with a narrow margin of ermor
within a short span of time arld with minimal expenditure.
Complete enumeration carries the risk of non-sampling er-

rors, which may occur due to a faulty-questionnaire, an honest

rmustdke by the persons interviewed, or insincernity of the enu-

merator. Sample surveys are subject to sampling ervors, but
these errors can be reduced by increasing the sample size.
Sampling error is inversely proportional to sample size.

Statistics represents a fundamental method of data analy-
gis, which is applicable to any observational science. One af
the first field applications is the method of random sampling
to estimate the acreage and vield of crops over a large region,
Nowadays, we often say that there is a bumper production of
rice in the current year compared to the previcus year, but
this estimation 15 bazed on the 'crop-cutting survey” under-
talken by statisticians in a highly scientific manner,

We commenly talk about advancement of our economy, but
thig can be justified only by clculating Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) or per capita income, which is based on statistical
methedology. Thus, the importance of statistics can be appre-
ciated in every field of investigation, whether in agriculture,
industry, or education. The average number of successful
students in an examination, or the percentige of success ina
year compared to previous years, is analysed by using statis-
tical methods. The most well-known indicator of inflation is
the Consumer Price Index, which measures the pércentage
change in the price of a basket of goods and services, and is
computed by applying statistical methodology.

Apart from data collection, the importance of statistics
lies in data compilation, analysis, and, finally, decision-mak-
ing. The critical aspect of data collection is that it must be

Statistics are like clay, from which one
can mﬂuhi either a devil or a god.

accurate and reliable, which depends om the sincerity of
enumerators as well as respondents. Wrong or inaccurate
data may create a wide gap in data analysis, leading to
imptoper planning.

Statistics are very helpful to a State as they facilitate
administration. In modem times, States make extensive
use of statistical data to solve vanous problems. Before
enforcing a policy, a State must examine its pros and cons,
and thig can be done only with the help of numerical data.
In our day-to-day life, large volumes of data are collected to
accomplish vanows activities,

Modern statistical methods and data are imcreasingly
useful in -research across vanous fields. Even in medical
science and public health, statistical methods are used ef-
ficiently to test the efficacy of new medicines and treat-
ment methods. In industry and commerce, statisticians
carry out different types of research, such as identifying -

_the sources and causes of variation in product quality. The

technique of quality control used in these cases is entiraly
statistical in nature. Market research is conducted by mak-
ing extensive use of statistical methods. Bankers, stock
brokers and insurance companie€’s also utilise statistical tech-
nology to forecast.probable boom or depression in business
cycles, The theory of probabality — a concept in statisucs —
applies itself to vanous fields of business and commerce.
Diespite its usefulness, the science of statistics is zome-
times looked upon with suspicion and condemned as a ns-
sue of falsehood. It 15 often said that statistics are the lies of
the first order. This indicates that the science of statistics
has been dishonoured, ever in modern Lmes, despite its
indispensable role in all aspects of human umhﬁatmn Soume-
times, figures supporting a statement may not be true due
to intompleteness; inaccuracy, or deliberate manipulation
by biased individuals who wish to present a false image for

" personal gain. The fault in such cases does not he with the
‘science of statistics, but with those who misuse it If wrong

figures are used, they are bound to produce a biased con-
clusion. Therefore, it is the responsibility of those who use
the data to ensure that the figures are free from bias and
are analysed most scientifically.
Statistics are like clay, from which one can mould either
a devil or a god, depending on the sincerity of the stausti-
cian. If anything goes wrong in statisteal analysis, it is-nat
the fault of the science, but the result of the mischief of
those who handle it It is thus necessary thal whenever we
use statistics, we should first ensure that they are properly
collected and suitable for the contextual issues.
{The auethor is @ vettred Director of Skattshics,
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Butu Mody-Kamaday

uring a ses-
slon on con-
] limes beha-
Viour in an
MBA clags, the discos-
shan was om the rise of
Dol brands in Dnclia and
.ﬂl-t shifts in how young
conmamierd niake choic-
es, Midway, & student
g nsked, “Ma'am, what are
the top three poims 1
showdd  write iF this
p coamees i thee examE
1 pansed: not because
it was a ‘wrong' queston
! buf becauss Ewas dioch
narmow  aoe. Here ws
were, dissecring the
¥ comiplex interplay of as-
plracon, identity, dighal
Imffuence, and secial oor-
rency and the question
was reduced 1o Hst. IE
sruck me then how Giar
entire approach o learm
ing had moved from un-
derstanding to exiracl-
Ing. From wonder 1o
uritiny From "Why is this
happening?” oo "W
ghoadd T wrie?
We're Eving in & woekd
of Bst answers, Of Goo-
gle summaries, Dalles
polnts,  Al-generated
nareg, and fl-second £x
plainers. Where knoa-
led@ge j& acoessible Tar
curtosi by is opticonal. But
lsere’s ke  thing: e
smartest people In the
roaan ape parely the ooes
with the Bsiest anawers,
They"re fhe ones asking
Berier questHHis,

(puestions matter

15 higher edecaian, cir
rhasiry shaslde’t be a lis-
ury. Ieshoeild be the coen-
pass,  Whether vou're
smudying Business, Engl-

neering, Design, ar Lo,
vour  ability 1o ask
layered, thiugihiful,
ﬁuuﬂ-ﬂd fuesdons s
[ takies vou Fam sur-
face-level familfariy o
real urklerstanding. A
srudent In & media an-
e hss omce asked,
“Why do Indian pews
channels wse red tkkers
arl dramatic musicr Do
viewers prefer  that?
That apened up a cooer:
safbon on  pevchology.
atmsatonalism,  visual
commemication, and pu-
b mrust. 1t wasn' in che
avllabus, Bul i was edu-
caan & Ks hest, Good
then't just dar-

ify; they open windows,
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The lost art of
curiosity
In higher Edl.}ft_;ﬁi ﬁzﬁgyf?mugla{gi be a huxury,

Bl nistall questiong ane
ecual, The cnes thar my-
Iy sharpen thinking and
signal 2 keen mind Fall
Tiwies & Tew by OFpses;
Hridge Questions:
*How does this comnect
i goimething 1 alnesdy
kmow For example, in
a sciology class, "1 the
way we viow maniage
wday shaped more by
Rollywond on raditicn?™
Lens-Shifring Quees-
tioms: “Wha's missing
[ram this narratie?™ For
example, In & COUrSe on
developioens  econom:
ics: "Whas would this da-
(3 Jook like f we asked
wamen i rursl ks in-
aread af urbam youth?~

What-il  Questians:
“Whai changes iI' one
{actor Is lipped?™ For e
ample, in a history class:
“What If the printing
press had newer been in-
venbed? How would
poser have ghefted?™

Uncomforiable
(nestions: “I5 this kdea
& neurral & it seems
For pxmmipie, in 4 brand-
ing lecrure: “Are huxary
brands truly aspiradon-
al? 0w da thiy thrive oo
social i

Duestons like these
el Independent
thinking. They show that
the studenl is nod juss ab.
aoching Information, bur
playing with . Part af

the problem is gpaemic.
We've been condithoned
e chise grades, nor
growth. To aptimize for
outpat, mol exploration.
Even the CEsroam re-
wards memorisadon oa-
er meaning. Part of it s
cubtural fods In a hyper-
conmecisd, hyper-som-
pedove world, chere's
pressure ba spand smart,
BOf  curicas. We are
afraid of askdng a ques-
than chiat makes w look
Jilo= e dont koo,

Ak away

But the iruch b thar sv-
ey breakthirongh, every
Innovation, every deep
insight begins with nce

BETTYRMARER TSRS

knpowing. The willing-
ness bo ask @8 A gubet
Torm af courage. So Inow
do wou reboild e -
ricsiry muscle? Here are
a liew simiple practices:
Begin a Questions
Lag: Afer each lechure,
Rode oI -q_ur.:slinn that
WHEH'T answered.
Diean't manter how ram
doeri. Track It ower a
semearer;  youll  be

amaged,
Teach It backwands:

Imagine vau have tooex-

plaln today's ropic oo
your yopunger sthlng.
What guestions wauld
w1 ask o help them gel
thers?

Shonw ithe scrall; Nexn
Hme you see  mending
topde, din't just read o
JumEmary. Ask yoursedl
"Whor's the Jarger ke
here thar no one's iaik
Img mbouc™

Sit Wicth Confusion:
Instead of nushing o
Goagle far every doubt,
give yourself fve mi
nures @6 chink. Mull
Dogdle. Lei your brain
oy firss,

Years from ndw, when
your're working o a bu-
Eineds plan, crafting a
palicy, desigring a pro-
duct, oe making & big Hie
choice, what will mater
Is nat whechar you re-
membered every rame-
work or formuola. Ir's
wh;khzrﬁu kersewr hiow
[ : “Whar's going on
hater™, “Who Euna:mg
mpstt  che  mosi?e,
“What am | not seeing
¥t Became  thar'c
What smart leoks ke,
Kot fast, But curiods.

Tha writer i3 tha feasder ar
Jigues Brand Coneglygats.
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Language of unity
Uniformmity should not be confused with

national unity in language policy
he Natlonal Education Policy (NEP} 2020
T mandates that all students across the
COURLEY must learn three languages in
school, Theoretically, NEP 2020 is more flexible
than the previous versions of the three-language
policy in India, which have always faced resis-
tance not just in south India but also different
States. Hindi is only one of the many Indian lan-
. Euages, and States are free o choose any two In-
dian languages and one foreign language in the
mix of three, according to NEP 2020, However,
the fear that Hindi will become the defaul option
as the second Indian language apart from the na-
tve language is aggravared by Maharashtra -
VErnment's attempis to prioritise Hindi over oth-
er reglonal languages and its confinuing
vacillation on the issue. The State has now with.
drawn its declsion thar Hindi will ‘generally’ be
taught until Class five, as the second Indian lan-
guage, after it kicked off a polidcal storm in the
State and put the ruling Bharatiya janata Party
(BJF) on the back foot. A committes headed by
Dr. Narendra Jadhav will now deliberate with all
stakeholders on the relevance of the three-lan-
guage policy. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
has said the government would accep its recom-
mendation. This change of heart comes after es-
tranged cousins Uddhav Thackeray and Raj
Thackeray, legatees of a strident version of Ma-
rathi pride that often turned into violent xeno-
phobia, came together to oppose what they see
as "imposition” of Hindi. Evidently, the language
1s5ue is uniting political rivals against the BJP.
Languages assoclated with power gain more
influence but atempts to force languages on pe-
ople on the back of political power can be divi-
sive. The paradox is thar the BIP sees the three
language policy as a question of national pride
and unity. It is clear that most students, ncluding
these in India's Hindi-speaking regions, want to
learn English. According to Maharashira Minister
Ashish Shelar, nearly a fifth of students in the .
State are learning a third language and the new |
policy would give that oprion to all students.
There are 15 languages including Hindi available
in schools under the third language option, and
when at least 20 students demand a language ina
school, it will be taught. While this sounds noble
and politically neutral, the actual implementa-
ton is different. Hardly anyone in Bihar has
learnt Tamil or Malayalam or Kannada ar Tel

under the three language policy so far. 1“"?::
chances of an overwhelming majority of students

ending up with Hindi as part of the three-lan-
guage policy is high, No State or school can offer
a vast range of languages. The BJP must reassess
its language policy taking into account the res-
ponses that are emerging from different parts of
the country. It must learn the language ﬂul]rni:-{.


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-6), 30 JUNE 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


PIONEER (P-7), 30 JUNE 2025

Harvard vs Trump: The battle for
academic freedom in a polarised America

and humnan enlightenment; it hebps individ-
4uals 1o question, experiment, and explore,
leading to regulated change. When supported by
ﬂﬂmllmm'fr}‘mﬂﬁwcmmmn. it brightens up
at a faster speed, opening new horizons. The
research throws light that empowers the
researchers to explore further; it is a continwous
project. The communities gain from it in human
welfare, while the Governments and businesses
gain by profiting. To control who gaing the maost
engenders politics of conflicting interests.

That is the main impulse of the current feud
between the Trump administration and Harvard
Unbversity. While Harvard aims to promote lib-
ecral ideclogies encouraging fres spesch and the
right to protest unjust and Inhuman actions, the
Trump administration aims to confain the pro-
diferation of Liberal idealogies. President Donald
Tramp has been spinning 3 narrative of packing
in ‘Americas en’ policy of supporting inter-
national shadents, rrl.'iEnmt laboar, and itical
seekers as a solutlon for the problems of the lecal
popalation. The politica of idsslogical conflicts
comie io the fore in the ANRKE On SOCIa ia
amd press statements on the sidelines of formal
comemunication,

Trump has gone on to accuse Haevard faculty
af c ing with the Communist Party of China,
while those rejecting the charges have called the
Trump Government policies reminiscent of
McCarthyism of the 19403,

As o the formal war bebassn Harvard and the
Trump Administration, responding to Harvard's
lawsuit an May 23, 2025, & US district coust in
Massachuseits hag ruled that the 115, Department
of Hometand Security (DHS) May 22, 2025 arder
revoking Harvards Student and Exchange Visitor
Program (SEVP) certification ks restrained till the
next hearing on May 29, 2025. The court has
blacked DHS from “implementing, insttuting,
malntaining, or giving effect” to the revocation af
Harvard's eligibility to enrcl international stodents
and sponsor international schalars,

Describing SEVF as a privilege and not a rlght,
the DHS issued a letter on May 23, 2025,
revoking Harvard's SEVP certification, which
meant that Harvard could not admit foreign stu-
dents on F- or [-nomination status for the 2025
2026 academic year, and existing forel an F-
ar [-nomination “most transfer o another unlver-
gity in order bo maintain thelr nen-imelgrant sla-
fus.”

To avoid SEVE privilege revocation, Harvard
had been advised to provide within 72 hours all
the information related 10 on — or off-campus
activities by ite non-immgrant students albeged-
Iy against pthers in the kst five years. In response
fin the Covernment actson, Harvard choge to chal-
lenge it in court, communicating o the Harvard
community that the revocation was against

Edm:ati-:-n is a driver of change, devel

Harvard's refusal to submit te the federal
Government’s ilkegal assertion of contral over i
cuirriculum, rl:u|tf. and student b{ll‘.[}'.

In a geries of actions, the Trump admindstra-
tion wrote a letter to Harvard on April 11, 2025,
charging it with fuilure to “fustify federal
lereestment.”

T rectify its Balkure, th wnlversity was sdvized
ter [a} reduce the r of stadents, facalty, and
sdministrators; (b share all admissions and hir-
ing data for o comprehensive aadit; (o) prevent the

imsion af “stadents hastile to the American val-
s afid Semilisn”; and -[d] COMmIsSion an
external party, acceptable to the federal
Government, “lo audit the studens l;lnd:,r, ﬁ|:|.1|r:r,
staff, and leadership for viewpaint diversity” and
“the programs and departments that mest fue
anti-Semibic harassment ar reflect idealogical cap-
mare” (e} discotinoe “all diversity, egudng and
inclusion {El) pre , commumitlees,
positions, and inktatives. . (F} reform "l sto-
dent d.i:ciPJi:n: Fnlll:i:; and ?r-u-:bd.l.l.ru".' (g
establich procedures 1o protect anyone reperting
“noncompliance with the reforms..."; (k) make
“wiganisational chapges to ensure full trans-
parency and cooperation with

all federal regulators”

Instead of surrendering ta
the [HS derrands, Harvard
had preferred o challenge
the ketter in the court while
COnNVEYINE La the
Government that their
dernands were “unconstihe
tional,” amounting to
Emﬁm&nl oan TBLHP
ic freedom, On May 23,
pleading in the court,
Harvard described the
“revocation” order as
“quinteesential arblirary,

irrational, and uwnilateral

execulive action”
Although the university has acceded to

correcting some of the lapscs during protesis

against the Gazxa war, it bar refaied the n:l1:|.:jﬁ¢: af
any planned disorimination agalnst Semitsm. i
Tus rejected the condidions as 3 requirement (o get
2 32.2 billion federal grant and tax-
cxempt status.

In the meanwhile, the iederal Government’s
wringent’ conditions on Harvard have drawn
stronE peactions from many academics, activigts,
and political leaders, including the Jews,
criticising the Tromp administration. for using
anti-Semilism a8 & weapon o ach upen universi-
ties for their ends.

Whether the Trump administration will gain
anything politically from the continuing feud ks
ambivalent, but the d-II:nIIE-I! b the work and val-
ues that the USA bas been chalmilng fto atand for

it definile. Harvard may or may not lose the fed-
eral grant, but it has retained itz character
:hrn}ush its un]_'l_l_ni:hj.ng resisfance o Lhe
(Fovernment pressures to surrender §ts DET pro-
grammes.

Its strength to resist comes not from its class-

rocm activity alone but from Hs community pro-
grammes of capacity bullding and itz soclally rel-
evant research and education. Accarding to a Study
on the Glabal Ecosomic and Secial Impact of
Harvard Alumni, the alumopoi of Harvard
University have created 14642% jobs globally
Harvard's secially selevant inventbons inclode bak-
ing _p-l}wdi:r. CIEAN tmmpu‘:mh'l:i-nn. oral r:['r:.rdnr
oo I'hur.l.]:-]r (ORS), Functiomal MEL pm'tab.le
gurgery, logical quaniam processors, and gene-
:n:l'tﬁ,ug; medicine.

Harvard created the worlds first MBA pro-
grammi in 1908, Harvard has abeuz 5800 patents
Lo ing credit

Harward works for the welfare of its neighboar-
haod community. I ‘partners with bocal commu-
nitlea to provide apprenticeship and internship
opporfunities’ for pouth, "As of Auguat 2024,

arvard was the 5Sth Ilrl:ﬁ:sl emplayer ol
Massachusetts regicents and the largest in the sty
of Cambrldge’According to a report, Hamard’s
revenwe for work comes fruca philanthropy:
cndownsont ncome and ghits {!5£=r cent); edu-
calion: tuition, hoosing, and food sles (11 per
cent); peacarch (federal grant 11 per cent + pon-

ederal § per cent = 16 per cent); and ather gources

{18 per cent), Harvand spends the federal grand
on research. Although Harvard is financially as
well &5 acadeniically strong, the freeze of the 2,2
hillion dedlar federal t and the ax-exemplion
stabue will affect iz research programmes.

While the feud-theatre’ mtg.'rh:‘g:.i.n-]nn nacs
rative spinning” exercite continue, there i3 emowgh
shufffor the Indian and the rest af the waclds uni-
versities to learn from:

1, The universities have o norture the valoes of
eqquily and incusion and of inbernatdonalism 10
pmuﬂderﬂ.jpﬂweemﬁmmmtﬁrﬂldrlm-
ers and koowledgs coeators

1. To dp that, the upiversities must reach oWt 10
the community for support Tather than overde-
pendence gn Governmenl grants.

3. To gain the community's support, the
universities must relate their knowledge and
repexrch b0 the community for its welfare and
capacity bailding.

4., The vniverzitles must creaste work
cultures for skilling and knowledge bo the high-
st sbamsdazds for |.11.E'Ph]l’5i|:|], psye cal, socto-
cubtural, economic, and spiritual welfare of the

[P wwriler i Professor (Remd] of Applled Lingsistics & ELT
Beparimeani al Enplish e Kanak Dev Delsiesiy, Amsar
Viws did garsosal) -4 -1.1.41

o
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