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8 I NO BROKERHOOD!

lndia needs to draw
the red line on
issues of national
interest even at the
cost of displeasing
a temperamental
American president
By Seema Guha

11 I rXe HoMEY

TASTE OF I-IES

The lndian media
is out of control.
Its harmful
consequences on
lndian society will be

felt as it eliminates
the existence of an
informed and public-
minded citizenry
By Amir Ali

82 I GOMING AROUND TO CASTE

Electoral compulsions have
forced the BJP to conduct the
caste census By E. Venkatesu

87I BEGIN AGAIN

The Hindi film industry isn't
dead, nor is it dying. But it

could definitely do'with a reset
By Shamya Dasgupta
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INDIAS EASTERN

FRONT

Wars with Myanmar
and Bangladesh are
unlikely but political
uncertainties at the
trijunction of South
Asia, Southeast
Asia ahd East Asia
increase lndia's
border security
challenges
By Snigdhendu
Bhattacharya
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The three pillars
of our new policy
against terrorism-
what they entail and
the future challenges
By Lt Gen Dr
Subrata Saha (Ratd)
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ON THE COVER

'Leaplng Bridqes'
(2015) shows an
unnatural line dividing
the space into'my
Iand' and 'your land'.
Unlike many arttsts,
Arpita Singh uses
the power of words
and sentences to
convey the horrors of
the Partition. Her art
echos the complex
feeling of emotional
as well as material
loss felt by refugees
migrating on both
sides of the border.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in 1937, Arpita
Singh is an lndian
artist known for her
distinctive visual
language comprising
sharp lines, dramatic
distortion of forms,
vibrant colours and
thick brushstrokes.

22ILINES DRAWN

rit Bt00D
ln Punjab villages
caught between two
nations, memory
and fear shape
everyday life
By Pragya Singh
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46 I BRITTIE, BITTER

BORDERS

In the marshlands of
the Rann of Kutch,
the border is invisible
yet hotly contested
By Pritha Vashishth

52 i FTELDS 0F
NOWHERE

lndo-Pak skirmishes.
buried landmines,
lack of facilities-
people in Rajasthan's
border towns lead
precarious lives
By Avantika Mehta
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IO2 I THE ART OF LEAVING
Saying goodbye to the public arena
is no easy call to make
By Harish Khare

106 I POISONING THE IVY
Will American universities be able to
retain their international character?

By Saikat Majumdar
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Another chance to reflect on the imperative of
protecting our planet through individual and collective
action. An Outlookspecial on individuals who inspire
through their commitment to the world we inhabit
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SHRINKING GAME

T20s have simplifred-'

the game, reduced it
to its orimary colours,
bleached it of some
of the cunning and
subtlety and skill that
made Test cricket
such a sophisticated
contest
By Mukul Kesavan

38 I DAYS oF
DIAMONDS, AND RUST

From Kapil to Kohli,

from Doordarshan to
Disney+, the
journey of lndian
cricket has been both

epic and intimate
By Suresh Menon

46 I CRICKET FOR US,

BY US

lndia's heartland
is undarthing gem

after cricketing gem.

Heroes arti emerging
from unheralded
quarters

By Harsh Kumar

52 I SHOOTING STARS

lndian cricket is
always bursting
at the seams with
prodigies, but if
things don't go.

their way soon, '

the downfalJ is

often steep .

By Jayanta Oinam
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I lT rs LoNELY AT THE ToP

l&K Chief Minister 0mar Abdullah faces rebellion within his party

Governor Manoj Sinha is breathing down his neck. His political rival,

Mehbooba Mufti, is sharpening her attack By lshfaq Naseem

146 DIARY

COVER

ILLUSTRATION:

Saahil

I42 I 'WRITE WHAT SHOUTD NOT BE FORGOTTEN'

Chilean-American author lsabel Allende spoke to

Vineetha Mokkil about the memories that have shaped

her writing and the power of fantasy and myth
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And
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Men account for about 1 per cent
of a[[ breast cancer cases. And
experts say there is a slow rise
in the number of cases of male
breast cancer, Though detecting
breast cancer in men shoutd be
'easier' in theory, because there
is no layers of fatty tissue Like in
women's breasts, the opposite
is true. This is largely because,
having never heard of male breast
cancer, men do not keep an eye out
for it, The situation is made more
challenging by the health care
system's unpreparedness to tackte
ma[e breast cancer efficientty.
The only way to deal with it is
increasing awareness

A male breast cancer guide for men: : ']i::r,1 'ri.., .:,:,.., ' consultont medicol oncologist,

S.L. Rohejo HospitaL, Mohim - A Fortis Associote

Physiotogy of male and femate breast cancer: .;:: .;::-, r:..i,'i,q ,:',,;:,. ptolrttor ond consultont
surgeon, Toto MemorioL Hospital, Mumboi; chief, deportment of breost surgicol oncology
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THE NEW
CYBERSECURITY
FRONTIER

ln an exclusive interview with rHE WEEK, Union Home Minister Amit shah
acknowled€ed the transnational nature of cyber crimes. He noted that criminalsand hostile nations are increasingly exploring cyber 

"p"". 
io defraudcitizens, steal intellectual proper[i, comprori:"-. n.t"i"rls, ana endangercritical infrastructure. Desfiite itre g-rowrng chailenges, srran rem-iins confident

ffid
ffiffi ffiffi

The Modi government
has made all-out efforts
to build capacity
nationwide to tackle
the new-age challenge."

We have set the goal to
establish a specEl branch
of trained cyber commandos
to tackle cyber security
threats acioss the cou'ntry."

t6 4A
r-
INDIA.PAK
TENSIONS

"The USwill continue
to pursue limited
cooperation with
Pakistan, but its
equities with India
run so much deeperJ'

Michael Kugelman,
directo4 South Asia
Institute, Woodrow
Wilson International
Centre for Scholars

o
Y
o
6
z
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TAMIL NADU

Tamils and
Tamil Nadu are
continuously
rgnorrng
Prime Minister
Narendra Modil'
M.K. Stalin
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Carney's masterstroke was to
get King Charles III-who is

still Canada's Head of State-to
come and open the Canadian

parliament and deliver the
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{-;rradi ail ss:r,r:re.i${ntv....

Carney has made it clear that he
has the king, and that may be

his Trump card.
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Conventional wisdom
suggested that the
countries our delegation
visited-Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait. Bahrain and
Algeria-would be
difficuit to deal with,

if not outright hostile. l\ihat we
encountered was refreshingly different.
Prime Minister Modi's sustained
efforts to buiid relationships with these
countries have led to a dramatic shift in
their outlook towards India.
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Tibetan Muslims in Kashmir
have carved out a unique space
for themselves by blending
two rich cultures, even as they
grapple economic hardship
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This is the 25th year of continuous
human presence. in the tnternational
Space Station, cii&ing 4OOkm above
9arth. Adding to the ielebration, tndia is
thrilled to send Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla to the shared home in space-an
experience truly out of this world!

INTERVIEW

#*{
ffiffi
Private stations have opened up
space to countries without accbss.

-Michael Lopez-Alegria

Shukla's mission will help understand tife
in microgravity and revolutionise fields
ranging from agriculture to medicine.
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0ver the past
elevenyears, India
has dernonstrated
a quiet res0lve,
marked by
consistent decision-
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policy execution, and a foclls oil
Ourcomes rarher than oprics.
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oldest engineering
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I We are looking at a
transition from teaching
to fearning, says Prof
Shireesh Kedare, director,
llT Bombaf
<) Only those with in-depth
and interdisciplinary
knowledge have a future,
says V. Kamakoti, director,

az
z
ts
d.
Y

says v. Kar
llT Madras



J0URNALISM WITH A HUMAN T0UCH I www'theweek.in I @IheWeekMag I STheWeeklive <80

""'::'l::1',r

AIR FIDIA
TATAS I'{UST BRIf'ID ORilER

TO THI AIRLIN[:

CAPTAIN GOPINATH

YA$HTTAI{TYf,RtIII
II'{PTACHr{TNI OF

A BRILLIANI JUDOE

_l

ffil

Uf

-
!-

'=-r-
-l:

Lr-'
--t:
!-

l$ .:----,tj .-"-::
#.r. :-::-. I

f&::-::-
I}.'--

,l:: ,:,r|+

HE ffi6NO
6t
u
Z.
=-



contents
vol. 431 NO. 26lTHE WEEK I IUNE 2Sl2O25l FOR THE WEEK - IUNE 23 - IUNE 29

JUDICIARY
The legacy and controversies of

Justice Yashwant Varma-and what

the future holds

AIR INDIA CRASH
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Air lndia's doomed flight 171 will serve

as a sobering reminder of my privilege.

I get to live another day while so many

others did not. lt's amazing how much

this recalibrates my priorities.... I have

sunsets to watch, animals to cuddle.

flowers to smell, PeoPle to call, and
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College for
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MOUtDIilG MINDS, BUILDIilG IilDIA
are shaping students into nation builders
transformative education

How lndia's top colleges
through

The futur:e belongs to the young who fuse breadth with depth, soft

skills wifh hard skills, and synthesis with analysis

-Manish Sabharwal, vice chairman, Teamlease Services

+ | trr wEEK . JUNE 29, 2o2s

initiatives

i'

I

I

rl
i

t&

ll

3
'ir





ffitu*93
+{{}asihcqHriqKfi: srsqg*
u6 ffia *r orffi uura riwco, oa1 gfi
qq +s tr@E 3frw, kier e+rft;qr

geuHt+asrutoa: rrutqqp
*uui-fiqEd 3ft?t?, arfrq emf

uBcr, dn*rEaS
MuBez: free-e aora
?AfrsrE?nfttz EBcl, ftr+*er frq, qfrair

t'rifutre tBa, qqa 6al
sftrld EEd{, fffrq Aft ra, qft d ftid
EEe ftelq ?iErrardr, kaiu ris{
rrwqi, s'trs fus ,adis,. gw,}l ,rrr,.
:ra n'ud rda${r. tral.ufr. jry 17@,.
flg.{ dir€r (silqrd),

3IJEATeI nt. d-lii (6ftI{4)
qoffiauBrr: frairaenr
M 3ndsg!6{, iirdrcd@ift
sfrrez 3TrJ srq}t,-{: s+f}ra iiq
quoHuBr*, tiffulea
oldffi*a, rierru gqtr. ffim ?km. 3ftF-g;ar,
44rz qzPr {0rr (4<$)

M fug3rd M Efe-d?: u&n6{ ft qrfi

d66tMr,sdi$td
tifr+ca oB Mr, 

'ittn 
hra sftrorft

fsc?rd *$, srf}r+o yrur

*q3ffill3ft'{r,
gqqf Sar.

FL€aa
zffh+rq+ra*is-r,
qt& ars (i{u), }{a {+d (H)
s-+ra **q'{: 3{b-q d$$ Gr(o)
qa *o ar6trr sffia-r' i.rm re=r
fertnisfrerd
i$a-als (ffiqerd), dq-o re
q-+ra *ift zr#q rri€,t (ar'ef )
iwra zlar *iqrr +ier rilrd-.{rd ftffi (q?z)

o riqrrotq +ffiz orqfaq: fuftifl qlBqr iEfl fuRts,
$frergUqqmffiffi, uwft-a, rtrt ro-u,

fu-a ftr8, alrrsr-zor30t, hidi 0'120-4807100;

* urrrol Eier sld, 3ft?1l gs (E-&), qi. af+s r r+,

a{ ft*ii-r rooor

r urr6 *Er, oieffr dqJ, gGer gt gq, zff+,
*ot-ro, dtE-sr (rru rdQr)-2oi3ot,

s-dict : rrccilre@ illtodaJ-.com
rbi-d/6Tqruq' +91 859'.7',118'.t18 lrlrron i gron,
gos ro ri z) eira e ed .ro)
r nf&erd 6rqfa-q, fuftJT alEsT EEqT frfiles,
zft-s, +@?-ro, dtrsr (rf,r qeeT)-zorsor

l EA-€smlaq, uor, tzqina,zrmzu.
ca gEug({r a-az, (qft-d? fu-.sl
utr.fr. apf, dten qta (ufba)-@-aooors.
sla: 022-69't 93355 b-ft I I a22- 66a63226

c d-ftq fudrrd 6rqids: ur -uz, uad it-a, fugq fraiu,
seifo fuor, bur, g-qa, afi-qTon, 6td, 0124-4eo4a0;

r zor-:oq tr+is zrod, Efis aifud,

rz fi+ds nB, tiugo-soo o2sdtat 2212448, 226233,

AA€{r 0845-22T7 rr-to N. B+J{, 0g0-2218335.

r zfutet orqfaq, w-zo, mzJ dt, raie frs,
a{ffi-looot
o ftfto dfrer gEsT fu. fuea ar fr noflrron gdlm
ttnn an w a qmi ai roa qinjira.
gfBur gt arftrdfua ropra srrfr ol aH o1

fffird-ozr&urar.
r z+eft ftmd or Hcara ftld,trd ftm1 ol etar fr sna

Erfr zrara sraoa" sih otrdf d fuqr orcm.
o frftiu frE<r EE+ fr. b frs tr6 tti n-6nr6 a-+6
erdf EEr E6-zo, E"d wh, oft da, a-{ ffi - r r ooo r

n c-6rfin 3i? dfis-d hr dEqr k., 18-35, arf,tr{€}a,
ffi-agu irs, u#<rur<-12r 007 (Eftqrsn) d EEa.
riqr<o: gtilirrqr

@
tS: as; 3i6, 2rr 29 a€ - 4 qi, 202sj qd6 riim o:i rorftr

E-fl
gfrtrai: q-6-d ?T q-e-d 61fq

i rT SIU aid 0-"r6

zr;qadq: JEII 6f aIJI eft

il{d rrqrql 0-d l0

tr
lu
IE
lE.F
ItJ

G
Ei

,p<

E
h,,

f!?#E?!?!?.,?I

trrfrEirr
urilrrrrilt'fuilfliF,frd

> f(rmr+tftr

46 :iio:orgq qu 61
a-drfl-s

3riqflqrirfoT *rgqi et{s1 rrqT ga-ft
di h flq fr Erqi qR-fiq Ed, 6d *{
-ner,!-$ fr W G.

> Ei+tdrrfrrifir*r

28 Firdartuil'bfiq
il$rdrfuqr"r

{aq{ + EI+ ffir {fur d c-d-_fr qls t Bnn

{ilqm qqqk. er< gfir +tC t srGw }' er<

+iffirqqi+l relgqr'{'m.

> Efiirr+r

36 3fu urrr8l?

q-fi-{ h cfr Ehi +1 Effi e-ilfi qr rfi
nft-{ shq qfilqft {;rd ft Ai srfi rr{+-r
frq'rfui B1 fr'fi-r eit-r m'G Ei qrq-{q

> i*-q'Ci6f'6-d

52 d.ffildzrai;
ar$Sria r+rzft

cEn qftqT gsr+-qqq siq+E t Tflarr,
qrqn, qfo,il 3{t{ {IrTfr{ {qdi at qarsr

ei Eri )Tfoq + fr.q rrffi q] e-a fq-Er

3r cr-Tur : EiAq fri6' Cfu-d gffiir+' 3t"rr+d ffrd aFft

qrool o1 zrorc E ffit fu-qfudr d rorftm ftrzfi er1 fr-m or qfu b f+grqd 3ll" lErt e -;:= arrfr
t oarrqar or+q 6ri, tgr ,mi qr sd oli i qri sfoa eia-qsara oz d. fugrqaer.:- zF tEzi efi

<ro or sr-rafua fE+ gt gq 6r dfr t. t-$ frarfr a,t aro b <rdr o] fr-arqaarar ar*z ri Tir azar ? ai
fG-+ gs gu b roretdr i; gs6, rorem, vBez-ga-ils siE EEc? {i{a, f}rl M-drz d& 6rrr.





ffis3
ffia sfu uErd ziqr6: 3rarr sS
argi ir+roda an orrior$ uuri riureo, -a gr
gu *m ur#*fto effi-rr, kler mbqr
qq tfsdFqdsTst€T: zrq aqqr
*op-@asft-en, ar;fqpral
uBa, dlra{EiA
MuFa: airsmcoom
?flhqr E?nfurc EEz?, Rmbpr filq, q&en

tr$futrd EE6r: q{d {af
3{ftrrtzEE {, rftq ffftra, qifl-d fu6
Efrqfrl)qdarcflar' fuaiu 

r 
r

rrw qt: :rriru ** rcruil-sr. qqran rqeanr.

3tri< mlt 'reE,. Ua.*. 3ryr,84,.
nfd 4116T rHFrd),
arrtarer fi. +f,d G<?Tdl()

W Doeftq uE6{: ;frdiqa dTr{

M 3Tr€srqt6{, rirfird dfr
$ftrdiz 3ni srst6r, srfira riq
guoteluE-ei dfiuftra
sHMi? *fI g;* aadazr+r. 3ftTgqR
a'ft g??r dEW (7l{$)

M fo-gera te{ dscrr qlril fur
*o oB ft:rdrr zr"irfr te
tifutrd 6)utft:rd{r dm ftir srf}rorff
fscerd*E eflrrdEgqdr

rflo sfrtFa3fr-fi{:
S!.orf $*n
Etoe a1fl

rfifu+g6fl.d*+s{;
frtqdrs (}rz), $q<ild-( (H)
q:+ra **w: 3r5q di$fi (ilrqo)
gq +s Er6ftirr 3frErr, fri6 ffd{r
IIdTI tI4 3IFEEFI

ierdals (Mqrrd), flqo re
u-+ra *z:rw, zrrq rrait,.fl"rt
#u-+a i-er *iqs: srjter fi er+am jFra (ilre)

. Ed, 39; i@: 2sj s-r r {q, 2025; qqo atfffi ol trdf}F

o dqrc+tq off're orqfa-q: fuftn affEor gEer fifr-es
ifret gd qq fiffi+il, uo$-e, itcr ro-u,
fuw ffi, frusr-20r301, s1a: 0t2o-4s0/r00;
o uffi da l}i: {trur gt (trfi), fr. aier I r+,

r$ ftml-t rooor

r ur6o *o' o-rsaz 6er, gEm gc gq, zt+,
*rt-ro, aiusT (rf,J qeeT)-2ot3oi,

l-dcl: s€cafe @Intoda\'.corn
drd/cT .ar0q +q Bss't 't,tailB (zn-ron * gron,
gre io {i t era 6 Ti il6)
o rrfdera orole-a, filft+ mGqr gftel frfuts,
zil-s, il6{-to, allrsT (r*r qter)-zor:ot
o gte or:rfa-+' tZot, rZEi aa, zr+r ZU,

ra gEurg€{ +d", (gfu-d? fu irl)
ufl.fr. druf, dt:rz qia (qftsfl)-#-aooots.
ida: 022-69i 9$55 U?T | 022-66a$226
o dt*q fr-flq-a orqfaq, ur -uz, uail'lt-a, fuEq iasiu,

o zor-zo4 fi{ils dr+d, Efis aiBd,
lz ft+ds nc. aJrSo-560 025 6id: 22124Aa,226233,

'&dfl: 
0845-22r INro IN. S+g: 080-22'18335.

o zMorqidq, us-26, s-€qfr{,6dfd+s,
+€ ftd-r rooor

r ftfdl frBer gEer fh. firo at d zrolfhon gzfira.
ffi at aqd erqfrolao,aqftEifir.
7sr p afuin qorprd fiEJT,rr ..ee 6j
ffiffisnafiorm.
o sat fuor* or hcera ffi /i ft 

"# o1 d-ar a' sni
Erfr eera srErod 3il{ oHl d fu-qr ,fluJTr.

o frtiu frE+ EE<r ft . b fuu Ea-o w ronnn qiq
$ai ersr Es-:o. 6rt wip, o-#e ws, ag ffi-r r ooo r

i u-dftrd 3fu ?ieftrd hr gG* n., ra-ss, argrr*a,
fud-ag-tl ite, u'8-o-on-t2t 007 (6ftqrqr) d Ekd.
riqro: qrqifutqr

gfidui: ffisA'o.u-{
sr)BT€r-.S o1o.rm EEn trrrO

urqador: uil-ril$q{E-67

oir)aoifaQ-ato

E
rJ
lu
lP'

&
F

E
,nt

3{ET€UT ZFEIT

ildo.T$afutu
tsr rrt t Ctr-{ ffi +( {re\rini st c-*-& qw C

afl qqi q-* vf-+ +1 gflt fr o-o{-q w €
) -rrrra s-{rq crflfi'€f,r{

32 E-.ng c-"rdA d d-s,H
lllrd-flq- {€r{ t nte aflq }-166 ; frE

Tfl-qn sT Tfiqr xr+ HE c rz1 ET r. lrRT fr
e-6.cnv ead rqrr qrrr.fi f+rfl Ti-s-. 3-x-fr

> ffi*dmr

38 E-trffimrora-orz
Wlt qififufr Brt{rr4sfreqret rdq
trga{ffiqrrq.oiw*qq**
.ilrcirrr. flGflt ffi ii" r( s] $flq.

> qir{rtyr

48 *dr a krsrg u{h-s-dr
er]-{rdrT ii i-ir cy{ i we aa[{6-rg qri
ql qirT c'{ si-{ sr-,rt on't agu +1 u-olrr
irlTrl 41 fr qd sT a-s-. TG (ii s-{q

> frfwqoso +ftr*q

gg :roianeil'olr.sra
+td+ i rrq fl m+iqrdri f,r g'fikir
rG t q-crqr qa q1 fcqrqT fu fo{rs 3ir--

;rIIIffriTflq'ii q'fr gfi,r4rA- 7

3ilcl-{ur: Giaq frE; Efu-d-d geftf-rT: 3rdlf#eT ffr6 4rrft ,
qle), aiErstffrg, ffiHr6s#, qgpTrfr.A.

qrod ol zror e] 6rfrt fu-fi-or d roTfha ffi at riql eT @fu ; idafsa :iB q-drr ii ri"iftrd elafr
it raar<ar or+a azi, i-nr +)"ri qr ud ori ir rea sfud die-!-.rdld az a. i+grq+onrsit S ffi sfi
erd ot:mcika gGer gt gq 6r;rfrt iri+ ft;tff rt rua i; erql an ft-flqd-drdr aran aS qn a=mt d
ifter gt gq # qoTerd i gro, rorero, uflsa-ga-ffm sll" EEdz E?Tb fu! ffialz ilSi dd.

@



o
&g
CJ

5d
s+,
apd
d

A,
s.i

t2
d
d.]

q.
d
s.{

^d,/d
:
Dl
d^
^)+
fr)
4
(!

a.J

_1-d/ol
%L
OOO
o1

H,
d
d,
s]
&+
fl
(r.
a
d-l

d.

*t
E
g.
dl
at
a.l

G3
A

s
sL
il.
il

(,
N)

-=
E

cr)

!2:=
O
-.o_o-

=U>oo-
o



da :llr qqrd nqr6, s{E T [ff
orsr{;r{{tnf,a 3TR 6r{f,Et$ qqr;riqr(6,6d m
gq ds Ei-mqfzE 3fus?, iaip iltrq
gq uFdfuqd sTqfer; aq q:rqr
+s E'rdt qta 3ils?rr: rarq prsf

uBa, rlPs6;6
MuEcr, afeqarora
rflFq? Urifstre UE-ag, frraar' .a.q. rpdfl
trflT gtre EI$e{: qad a#
.srffi ufua: +ir zri6, qasa ;6u
qfrts fu plq ?iar{rdr, fuffipr efu{
rrq qi:^:'rqrTq fae, ,ad-:",. gs6, ,o"=,r.
3r7e dru?,,.trsg?, trd Ji roq-,{+€r.
zrf,dil{r€r (arlqtd),
3tE?"T2r $. n+a G-crmnt
qqhTftEuEz?. ddjuderrT
M end srqle-{: iirffrda cff}
s{frrr}d :nC srst€i: :rfrra fq
gv ulei uEar, ti*v ftr-a

Pl[(t *+ g* r-utia ry. r{Eq }F?fdrt zFpr eqq" (q-frd)

M fag,:ra Erd-uFcz: qr6? tdi
ils rbtdi tB-d?, zrdl-d} Ad

tifr{q-d 6}dfrrd?, crqrfii6 3flffii
Itss-qerd *crr glffi4 grrdl

dq'sfiqtBasfr-{r,
g!"Tf glaiz

S€e'q
rif+qr q-+ra **o-s,
utia 66 1a6,. ifs-a il#d tdt
u-ara *#qr: :+av nrr$ rloqo r

gu du ar6Eur sfrm, ffi6 fl-6ln
Tl-c{{ trd 3{rq.i?la
itr+ats @qera), firo arg
qa-ra *iqr: zrutE uirrl r di'd r

i-ra-alter#r,rs, *r.u ntrae'a naff tdlj

Gi: 39 j 3i6: !i r 2-ts {d, 202sr Fi6 !G-qE d @i}E

.^ riqr@tq6iqii-dorqfaq, ftifr;r diBsT iFfl ftft's,
1H g^,ic ;H+<;. o+;r--S. ?@r o-B
m-@ fra'. et-r--0 t ,O I. 6-4: 0 t-0-€O / t0o:
o.Ure+1a-A dri, e.se ,3 - . ui. did[r , t4.
45 rdFTT-t r0001

o urrorhr ororr &-s?. fsT gi qq. i_o
rter-to, atusT (Jfr{ qe?r)_2ot30t-

{-fro, recare @ intodar,.com
si-4/cT.atrdq' +sl Bssj jjaj.ta {uia+n * qu-+rz,
gd6 i0 dd ?i ar4 6 fid d6)
r qj;aqra6'r+iilq, -air ri-, $Eu r6la6g,
r-q. ?idur-,0. a+gt rfat q-d9-t_20rl0l

o Erfeorqia-q: '- ri. 2di cld. etdz ,!_
+a ds+rgar ita, rgfraz kerr
YEI a-n aj3p qtd.q,i.ra,-qSC_/000,-
E5l": 0- 2-60-oll55 B-d:A: 0. z-6o061_2o
r 

. 
d-#q fuarqa orqfarq: ur _uu, uail. zla, fogq fuaj;a,:* A-or, go1, Uo-la, 6fter"n, qilEr. at24-4e484a0;. 2or-204 fudds a-d?f. ffiq aifud.

,2 
teft nE. crn-{E-5oo 0.5 6ra: t. _443. -_6).),

addn: 08/5-12t tVt I I\ t6-fir: 080_l_ 8rl).r l}d "n;-.1' 7u,--a. Era Wn. 6dt FZ,
45 EdT-|0001

llT df." dga .a fupo aq 
"r ?drlLro-z gitn.

E6 il; - a ,=-6-;1 o-i qo= !-ati-rm
gGur gt arBdt*a ropra mrfr or d]zri o1
fudil-S ef6rz d& 6?nT.
r n+.t fuara'5r r"u"= rraa) og rrd o) ala i J1;a
.Td] n?? 3tc--d 3h otrp i tnu orpn.r frfrir frBqr EEqr fu. o frg Er6 rti q-6r$6a-+q
arJil Era u6r6. 6.se q#{. o-aie da. a-$ ffi_ r rooo r

I 1otti" rt irtrahr gEortu re_as ar5a-rla,
tieit aga is. u*<ron- r:r ooz rrfuqrqrt d Etsa.
Eql(6: TfdTJIuII

"rerarfui:erdffii-ftiftftito10-oro

Ir!
E
p
E
lb
U

,E
,.h,

a

3{IA""T 6eIT

_ Elf,r.trCEIilr.ttrtillrrfu
BItrEFsfrdrn{ qFfffifi t qrrfirErm ffi

rffidf h rrnif6uic
> f{6Rgt{tr

35 ilffi€f n g6-a ?rr+drz
r,r;r, frI -{+d Frrrdrr 4EI q;4 g"F- nrrq
arfi fie rr a1 qe w + d, 6E Hq?T i
gftn rrl +** * qrfi-r rm i +q.r r

) t{rfiri

42 "fl-d6-eziluE
fril1 qfu +1 qr!-{eTse-ffi.}qTar-{cr
Td {fifl'riT{ A rr+r t la +a s4r qrq_Tqr crilq Ft4 fr ffi Tr qtrq q Til;{ TTrn

>ffi
gS fu-d-dr Uft6-d 3re{i 6}dr
qrq 3Itr tfl mr si sRM x-{fuq-{ t i-
EEII rEI[ qrifu{qqi Lrerl;sA+ml-.rn:
Cs'mT a-g.rq-{6qTg6s-{

> oIrE*qr(

46 aftqtu-ffi
ilg'riq-( } sq rjTErflT t += *; =; .-
EE-,iFn-m if,r-fi qTtr;r .l-- .- ==T;r-;a4+rffir:---;?;T

3{kr[ul.: cifrqfrrd

T-d 
.iry fr *e.t-F 

".Dq 
d ryftmffi +,1 zlsT eT qfu A ft.lud :ie rfl? n ?ftiftrd z{rndiz{.aa4f,€dT 6rqfl.F-rd, h M T-F. T?. r{ rea sE_d #-Ir.s; oz a fuam+<rarsff d frrzfr efiff 5f'- $t-ql tr zq ar arl t si f-.,i,-t .-6 ; # ;'Cr*-- 3Jir il. {r .,rrdr t dEsergC W,t roterdt il g-r+. q-6.rta,. Ufczr-ga_"}o.:irz UErr *,a qU 

=_men 
r* e131



LiI srffi

I



ffis3
ffiasfuqfla?iql{fir siEETrfr
q6fl-Wa 3i? o,rdolfr u,ni rivreo, oA gtt
guSmu-dtqlza affi-m, fri$ arfcqr
gq EEdft{d Erda€?: ziq itrcl
Smt"@agfr-w: aatqpml
Uka: $B31fu66
Mutas: dtrffi(ir6Ts
$Hezpgft1a o6er, ftr+irrr ft.q. rfrail
tr{ifutrd EB.{: q{d (fff
erffizuFcE rarq fl-az, a-F Ta
qftsa fush ?iarfin fr-qipl r'm{
5q qi:-:n?io k9,-dl+s $al rra,.
rT- Atrl ,"rog,. tF.d. ,'Eu ,"IdS..
rrEd a-{T€T (arqd).
3taTdrq d. fi{d Geflqrd)
qqffi{pEz? ddiER<rB
M 3TrJ srq|€r, rirqrr4 wift
3lftrez $rC srq|6{: srfir-d ?ic
guotduBer' delu frretrrzrffi .rl; E; ..=:i- 11q. rryyd-
air? gt?r e"s (qqg)
M fqsffi ffi -ulsd?: 

qanor hofl
SqstdM?, $c+frdd
fifuq-a oB Mz: ore,r ftiE srfa@rrl
frs+era ScE, Jle{ild giTdr

$m:ffiqsfr-er:
gqufi g4]"

g+€zla
rfiHqto-+ra#u-r:
dtfrq drs (il€), fiq? ild-4 (d)
qarafilqr' :mu drrs 1+urqoy

gv +m ar6Ea efib-tn' ffi6 ffdr*
TIeE trq 3firrlerd
irra-ats 1ffiqrra), e)ro rg
wrrfi *]qt: zr#q in€,l idieit
$-,;rd-d +cr{ *+m{, fr pr fi rrom d,ra (iltz)

ffiV
;,;;;;;, 19-2s qL 2o25r qAo flfffi o,l mfiB

* ziqnotq offi-c orskq: filfr;r alfuqr gf}-fl ftiBes,
SfretgBqqalffia{, umdi-e, +6{ ro-u.
fu-id ftra, dlrsr-zOteor, rnh, or26-as0716,.
s 

1rrol s-dr dB, Eir{ g .ffi,. w uirp r1.

il3 ffir-lrool]i
o Tr6tE *Er: ,Fr.F-- &q{ #<+ p gu. a}-0.
?r6{-t o. atlTgr (Jirr trd?r r_2or :o I

d-ffd; secarc @ intodar,. com
qirdierqrgq, *i asst ttitr e (znron n go-+n,
gq6 ro {; d ?rfl 6 dS d6)
c qfarraor+iao,'=tr ffEu. $rsot rdE-E
In-9. [€?- t tl. cltrr r]ar qa€r,_ro, io l

e Seorq{mq: 1201, .t2qi 
dd, zr+[ 2S,

on F'tstrFs ia.,E-qa'Fc",
u?r di ard, aisru qid (qfiila)-#-+ooor :
SF: L2 -o9lor.5c r.Q]: O._-oo06lZ_o
a. f*q fuoq-a orqkq, or _uz, uai; ra. fuEq Ej;u,s{tr fu6r2, i;-u+, qpria. eftorw, 6td: 0124_4948400i
o - -_ r 112"3 6145 ;gi.q riT-d
r-ffim arrg>-)60 afw4: -./a48. _to3).
cF@: 0845-.. l r\ tu,\.bdr]: 080_..,8r,5.
. iT6 @-i€: -+--o. ;iZ qg,. r,<fu ql
d3 fdeil- l r 000 l

o ffiru dffisr gBqr fu. fdea s{z d sdiftrorr s{ftm.
ft;2ff +,1 aq d zrwfr o1 aoa qFrcmm
gEurgt:rfidha [orrera mad] or aH di
fiffiatozr&orm
r Eal fudl(i- 6r Fd{dRr ffil/ilg fr*fr 6l zj|ffr A 3n;
a"il zrerfi srrd?ii- 3lR'qital fr fu-fi qruqr.
e ftftu frBor gEur fu. b fru tro tri u-6nr6 adu
prfi eRr u6-26. s-.{ dE. 6-diz q+€. ilg Ed_l1000 |
* q-orftn sih #ff{fi ntr gEqr n., ra-as, arialda,
ffi-agnns, wscmr<-121 007 (Etqrun) iEGa.
dqleq; Trd+JTqr

gRdui:
zio-3r or zrder 0-otO

zloqedq:
zzrkaS aerasT{qTO-dl6

ISt[,rE
ho

ffifu'rir{frFmm
jry efiro t rybq.ri ilrmr EHqr irr il.rfr qsr tur
ir.il. E{rfr ffil h Hs ffirE Ssh qrqn. Bil{ fr-{ rdru mr

.} Tln+t'drr

36 E-Aqrtu-rffi_.A
r-i feTen ffi + il6ei 3{Ti Trn f?--ilEr
rff+ 3rti ffi q'r t+-{ +{ qr-Frr. 6r
3rf+fl.ff'3rFrE si T$qi Si Trq rfi
*=
> 3rrfr-F.r

55 S{ildrfrffi
qrFifrerft-'+1 + fuil-d i frteq!,fr-q
rme?]lq-t frflq ft il"q q{TFq
qtlffi+1 Fariit qrqqiq qtr
qqfurlrk{F{fr-{.

> F{*{Hstalfir

40 fuBr-ilo-fufld E ru ErJ

fuiidmmq-r<tiq+1r*ffii
+ 6iq E1q ?fr fu.+ g" q-G fi q}-dqT
q-,rr r€ti n t'r fuqr sr *r {re t c
El rr-irfuin-,

> f{lt+, rr#

58 6rqr3rEtrdraftqrsrrfl
&Briii {i qstfr q-tr + fu' q"rT i-il.
c?pr lqTen t+r qI|{ :nqiq rraq h zz
rfriher< ifi i-{ r].ffeB-qrE6Eri
fr&s-q

3ryEH:qqT
qrd6T 6l ?r.{16 fl drfrt fu-qB6r fr r-rfird ftrzfr afr tio qr efu & fi-srr+ s}r rfl? n iftifLr *,4sirraac<nr orqq 6ri, t-ar fua 1-aa gr_+ n qrd 3fod # qg.Td 6? d, ft,,qE=,dT;; fu+-,ic? a5r sdrerfoa Ef-<- SE -g. o- rd?. rre b"f etf 6?E ".*;furr"."r 3rirz dHt qrr ffi E n
SrSn EE g! 6 q.FleEi .n q?6. r6re6. f,fCz?-En-+s 3f rrfs.] €?ril fu fti#cr. ild, ETn





INDIA
TODAY
www.indiatoday.in

Cfl llnml tll0 !D[0n-lll-ClllE[: Aroon Purie

VlCtCI|ARPERS0||lll0 ilECUTIVE t0lI0R-lI-C$Itr Kal Pure

Gn0UPClll[f EItCUIlllE0ttlCEn: DineshBhatia

Gn0UP EUI0RllL 0lRICI0Rr Rai Chensappa

CHIIF IXECUIIVE 0ttlCER: Manoj Shama

GR0UP CnilTllIE E0ll0nr N anian Das; Gn0UP PH0T0 E0llllnr Bandeep Singh

El}IIoRIFEAIUnES): Kai labr Friese

ItlliAclllG E|)II0RS: Sw tr/enon, S. Sahaya Raniit; lVluMBA: M.G. Arun

EIEtl.lTlV! tl)lTof,S: Manisha Saroop Kaushik Deka

SEill()R0EPl.lTY EolI()nS: Sargrar L pa'ri. 
-osr \" :

HY0EMEAoT Amarnath K. l\,trenon

0tPllTY t0lT0RSr An esh S. !\,4ahaian, Prad p R. Sagal

IAFURT Rohit Parihari tvluuBAr Suhani Sineh

StII0REIlIToRS: SonaliAcharjee,Ashlsh Mukherlee,SaikatNiyogi

PATNA: Amltabh Srivastava

SEil()RASS0CIIIE tlllT(lnsr Sona Khetarpa i MUUBA: Dhava. S. Kulkarni

Arurnrsrn: ]!mana Shah BNopAL: Rahul Noronha

ASSoClfiEE0lI0* Avshek G. Dastidai Vip! Groveri BENGALURU: AiaySukumaran

SPt0llt C0RRISP0IoEtI: KotKAIA: Arkamoy DEft a [,laiumdar

PnlIClPlL C0nntSP0I0EITr Llcxrowr Avaneesh Mish.a

P[0T0 lltPllfi{tltT: Chandra Deep Kumar, Ra]want Sngh Rawat(oepltyChief

Photographers),ArunK!mar(PrincpalPhotographer);

lvlUMBAI LlandarSlresh Deodhar(Chef Photog.aphed

Pll()Il) RESIIRCIIIRS: Prabhakar Twari (DeputyVisuaL Research Ed tor),

Saoni Vaid (Ch ef Photo Resea.cher),

Jodha SinCnAdhikar (Prlic pal Photo Researcher)

ClllEt 0t GllPlllCS: Ta nmoy Chakrabofty

lnl0EPAnTISiT: Sanlav P planl (Creatve Edtor),

Angshuman 0e (SeniorArt D rector), Rajesh KumarAngira, Bhoomesh Dut

SharmaGssociateAft Directo.s),Santosh KumarSharma(AssstantArt

Director), Praveen KumarGwmad (Chef Des gner),

Sddhanr lumde(Chef ll ustrator)

Pl00UtTl0ll 0EPARTIIEII: Har sh AgarwaL (Ch ef of Prodlction)

Nav*n G!pta (Ch ef Coordinator)

cHrtr oPtRlItI0 0tflcEn

S!parna Kumar

ITPACTTTIX

Sol,o-G.reral Varoger,: J[ar d,a. ao.\l/esr,. S,oo Na\eeo,C'e_,dl

General Manager A.up Cha!dhui (Bangalore)

0n0UP Cllltt tllRI(tIlllG 0ttlCEn: Vlvek Ma hora

sil-Estx0 0PERAT|0IS

oeepek Bhat Nationa Head (D stribution)

RajeevGandh, General Manage.(North)

Yogesh Godhanlal Gautam, Regiona Saes lllanager (West)

Volune So-Number 22i For the week

May 27-June 2, 2025, published on every Friday

.Editorial/Corprate Oflice Li\ingMedia Irdia ltd., India'roda).Group

Mediaple\, FC-s. SedorrdA, FilmCilt, Noida- 201301r Phone: o12o-+8o7100

,Subsciptjons: For Nistmce conhct, CusbDer Care, IndiaToda] Group,

C-9, Sectorj0, N)ida (LrP) 201301. email $€€re@intodaJ.conli

Phore, [:h$app: +91 E597778 778 (NlotrdaltoFridq, ]o anr 6pm).

.Sales: Direct all trade enquiries to Gen.ral N{anager (Sales), Lilins Nledh lndia
l,imited, C-9, Sectur-10. Noida-2o13ol (UP).

iResd. Ofli(e: F !6, Firstlloor, ConnaughtPlace, Ne$ Delhir1ooo1.
. Impact Ofiices : 12 o t. l2th Floor, To*rr t .d One Indiabulls Cenirc,
(Jupiter ltills). S.B. Yars. ln\rrParel (\\'est), Nlunbai-4ooo13:
Phone: 099 6919J3;5: Ftr\: 66063196
,El, Ground Floor. vnleocon Towers,Jhnnde\ralm Edn, NcNDclhi.
.Dmr No: 610,6101. 6lr.5th Irloo., BlockA, Imperial Chaitmtt Buildirg,
,bna Salai. Tetnanrpet. Chennai, Taniilnadu-60o018.

i201-204 RichnondToi\t.s. rnd Floor,12, Richmoild Road,

Bangalorc-560025i Phores: r9j9+46, 999r30r7, 2291834i1r tsil: 222183a5;

r 52, Ja\laharlal Nchr Road. ld1 IlooL, Kolkaur7ooo7l; Phones: 92825i198i

Ff,\: 228r7154: . 6-rl-8851 ;,/8, Sonalisda, I{}derabad-50oo82;

Phone: 2340r657, 23{00479, 23+10100. 2r402181. r:}41O98r, 23{11493i

!'L\r 23403481.1911O{5. Lh.lkkrt Road. Kochi 689016; Phoresr 937iO57,

e377o5E i Fa: 2s77059.2iC,'SuryarathBldg', 2nd}-loor,Behind\\'hite
Hodse. Panchvati, OfficeC.G. R d.Anmedrbad-38oootij Phoner 96560393.

96560929 i I il: 2 {i565 293 . Cop}righi Ln ing \'lcdia lndia Lki. All righls

resenrd ihrcughout the wtrld. kproduction nr an) Inarner is prohibited.

hinud md published by Mmoj Sham on behalfoiliiing Media

hdia LiniEd. Prinred atThomn Prs lndia Linied.
r&s Milene, Delhi MatlM Road, Filidalad-lgrm7. (Harym)
md at Rajhm Enerpris, le, rndutrial Toq 4th Main Road, RajajimStu,

B€ngalmts56oo44, (Itumablo).

Publish€d at F-26, FiN Flmr, Comaught Place, Nes'Delhi-uoool.

Editor: Raj Chengapp&

a rNlh roDd docs not tde the rLsponsibililv tbr rehlrnrg unniicitcd publiotion nrnkrial.

All disputes are s[bjeclto thc cxclusivejurisdictior of
compctent couds and {brunrs in DelhiTNerv Delhi only

Fo'reprini rlghtr am Byndication erqLiss, cor6cl
syndi6lions@intodaycom or call +91 -1204078000

M.syndicationstoday.in

CONTENTS

o
o
z
az
Iz
a
o

NUKEWAR
HOW REAI. IS THE THREAT

> REAL MONBY GAMING

40 ANation at Stake
As the line between online gaming
aqd gambling blurs, millions of Indians

11nnle 
wln 

loaictlon, 
a;u] 

lnd 
fraud

> INDO-UAE CONCLAVE

66 Enduring Partners
The India Today Indo-UAE Conclave

spotlights a future-ready alliance drMng
innovation, trade, talent and cultural ties

> BLUSMART

46 The Ride is Over
From start-up darlings to symbols of
its darkest flaws-the fall of the |aggi
brothers and their cab-hailing venture

> LEISURE

77 The Art of Theory
Art critic Geeta Kapur's collection of
essays reflects the complex impulses
that shaped Indian Modernism

Jlote to the reader
From time to time, you will see pages titled An lmpact Feature' or 'Focus' in notn

roorv. These are no different from advertisements, and the magazine's editorial
staff is not involved in their creation in any way.

Cover by NILANJAN DAS

@ *1[]i]i*ffi#flf;13trr'ji{$fltfflf$:frHi:ffi 
Effi

Ii:jJi:irjjiiJ*:r.:li:J;ffJtfr#l:::ff:::::li*t:Jiiil Hffieventofsuchclaimsnotbeinghonouredbytheadvertisers' 
scAN HERE To

FoR SUBSCRIPIION ASSISTANGE, coNTAcT: customer care, E-MAIL R to: S U B S C R I B E

lndia Today Group, C-9, SectoFl0, Noida (UP) - 201301'

emait:wecare@tntoday.comlPhone/whatsapp:+9185972828 lettens'editor@intoday'com or
(Monday to Friday, lo am - 6pm) log on ft to www.indiatoday,in

UPFROIIT: TRUMP EYES
INDIA'S APPLE P'E PG 14

SIATE SGAII: N ITISH PLAYS
THE NAMEGAME PG 20



Iilil1lll]ilililillil]ililt



IND
TODAV
www.indiatoday.in

CMlnilltlll0II)lT0Rlll-CHl$:Aroof Pure
VlCt CflllnPtnSofl tll0 tXECUTIVE E0lT0ntFCfltEt: Kal pur e
GnoUPCllIEf EXtCUTlVE0ttlCEn: 0nesh Bhata

Gn0UP E0lI0nlAL 0l[ECT0n: Ra] Chengappa

CllIEf EXECUIIVE()ttICER: ManojSharma

G[0UPCRIITIVE E0l]0[: Ni anjan Das;0n0UP Pfl()Tl) t0tToRr Bafdeep S nsh

E0II()RlttlTURES): Ka leb r Frese

lllllcltGt0lT0RS: Suni [7]enon, S. Sahava Ranl ri [41!Er: t\,1 c Ar!n

EITCUIIVEEDlT0nS: ManishaS6roop, KaushikDeka

Stlll0R0tPlJTYI0|T0RS: Sangram K. Parh, Sas Na ri
HID:FABAJ Amaanath K. l\,lefon

0EPIJTYt0lT0RS:a- e.'q Va.d.o P-aopp 5.g"-
.laplR: Roh t Parihar Mu.a: S!hani Singh

Stlll0[ E0|T0RS: Sonai Acharjee Ash sh ]\ilukhertee, Satkat N yogti

Paria AmitabhSrvastala

StIl0R tSS(}ClAIt E0lT(lnSr Sofa Khetarpat M uu& I D hava . S . KL ka rnt:
AHTEDA5TD .lumana Shahi BFr4Li Rahul Noronha

ASS0ClfiEEl)lIoRr A! shek G Dastdar. V pui Groveri BE\crLlR! Ajay S!klmaran
SPECllLC0RRESP0I0tliT: KcHm:ArkamoyD€fta Majumdar

PRlllClPAL C0RRtSP()tl0EllT: tu.i!ofri Avaieesh l,ilishra

PllOTO|]tPARIlItllTr Chandra Deep KumaI Ra]wEnt S ngh Rawar(Deplty Chef
photographers), Arun K!mar (P.in.tpal Photogr€pher)

l,,lrMEA trlandarS!resh Deodhar(Chief Photographer)

P[0T0 RISIIRCIIERS: P.abhakar T wE ri (Deplty Visla Resea rch Ed tor),
Sa oni Vaid (ChlefPhoto Researcher),

lodha S igh Adh kar (P. nc pal Photo Researche.)

CllltF 0F GRlPlllCS: Tanmoy Chakrabony

ART0tPIRTilE[T: Sanjay Pip€f (Crearve Ed tor)
Angshuman De (SeniorArt Di.ecror) Raiesh KwarAngira Bhoomesh ouft
Sharma (AssoclateArt Drectors), Santosh K!marshaama (AssstaitAft
Director) Praveen Kwar GummEdi (Chtef Desg.er),
S ddhant lumde lch ef I lLstrato.)

Pn0IlUCTll)fl DEPlRTiltilTr Harsh Aearwo (Ch efof producton),

Naveen Gupta (ChlefCoord naror)

CliITT ()PTRAIIilG OFFICTR

Suparna Klmar

IMPICTTTIM

Sen or Genera [/ anagers: ] tendra Lad (West) Syed Naveed (Chef na )

6d o. Voldgo ^. o'.a.0... Ba.q.o.".

GRoUP Cllltt lilARl(ETlllc oFtlCEf, i V vek [,Ja horra

sAt EslI00PEnut0ts
Deepak Bhat, Naronal Head (D strtbuton)
Rateev G6ndh. cenera trilanager (Nodh)

YogeshGodhana Gautam RegonalSaes [,lanager(!Vest)

\rolume 5o-Number 23; For the xcek
June 3-9, 9025, published on erery Friday

" 
Editodal/Coqrrarc Oflice LniDgNredia tndinrld., rndi^Toda) Group

-\Iediaplc\ tsC-S. Scctorr6A, FiimCi\', Noida-rol3o1i phoncr 019(!48071oo
e Suhscdptnns: For xsistnnft rcntrd, Customer Care. LxUa Todnl croup,
C-9, Sectorro, lroida (UP) - 201i01. emai| 

'\t€reyaintodai.cornjPhouei \\'hatsapp: +91 8597778 77S (N{onds to Iridar, to am 6pnr.
.r Sai€s: Direct alltrade enquiries to cencrat Nlanager (Sater. Lninsycdia rndia
l,initcd. C-.(l, Sect.x'10, Noida-rot3ot (Up).

" 
Resd. Oflce: F 26. Fi.stfloor, Connaughtplac, Ne\\ Dcthlt1ooot.

6 lmpact Ofiicesr 1201,19th Floor.Tortr ?A, ODc Indiabulls Centre,
(Jupitcr }lillsj. S.B. Mary. I.o1'rr paret Ovcst), Mumba!+ooolji
Phone: 092 riglgrsji: tsx\: 66orjj226
i E 1. croundFloor.\'ideocon To\,crs,.Ihandewatan Ern. N-ewDethi.
+DoorNi): 610.610A, 6t2,5thFloor, Bt(xrk.dttrperialCLiihnFtsuikling,
,\nna Salai, Tetnanrpet, Chcunai, Tamilnadu{ioo0r8.
i 201 20 4 Richnold To$trs, 2 rd Floor. I 2, Richnord Road.
Bangalore-.i6OO2; i Phor e* 22rt2+ta, 22!tJO:)i .2 2jtE84j: Fa\: 9 2 21 8U35:
, 5!,.Jar"harlalNehruRoad.4th Floor. Kotkara-7oooiti phones:,9825119si

Far: 298?7911i.6 3 EE.5,17,i ts, SonajiSda. Hlderabad-5o00s2:
Phone: 2il1o1{i57, 911400179, 2J41ot0o. 23+02181. 934i098!. 9r4u198:
I-i\: 234011484.:19/10+5, Iir.aklaft Road. Kochj 6'E9016.i t hoiles: 2J77057,
2J77ois I lil\r 23770511. 2iC, "Suryarath Bldg , !nd Ftoor. tsehind \l'hite
llousc. Pu.hnxti, ()1ice C.c. Road, AlDledabad-38o006i phone: 2{i;d0j93.
2t156'0999r Far: 96565993 6 Cop\aight Li\irgMcdir Irdia Ltl. AI dghts
resencd throughout the $orld. Reprodutiol in anr manncr h prohibited.
Prinrd and published by llmoj Shanm on behafofrjring ltedia
Iftlia Limited. Printed at Thonson Press tndia Limihd.
18-s trtilesone. Delhi Mathua Road, Fridabad-r2too7, (Hq..aDa)
mdatRajhilNEnt rpriss,Ie.IndusrialTorm,4thMaintuad,Rajaiin@.
B€ngalnru-560oaa, (Kannbla).

lhblished at F-26, FiN !-ltur, Connaughr plee, N$, Delhi,tto0ol.

Editor: Raj Chengappa.

e rNDr\ roDr!doc5 Dottak.rh. rsponsibilih iirrermingunsoti.iri pnbli.atnn|narrid

-{11 disputes are subject to thc exclusircjurisdiction of
compctent coufts and forums in DelhiiNor Delhi onlr

ror reprinl ilghts dro syndicatron e"q-[e<. olE.t
s,.d@r.o s@,rloodi.Lor or ca. -o' -r10-4078000

M.syndicationstoday.in

CONTENTS
UPFROIIT: INDUSIND BANK

UNDER A FRAUD CTOUD PG 8
STATESGAN: THE GOGOT
GAMBIT !N ASSAM PG 78

Fx
o
m

d

-
U

=o)
o

COVER STORY

l:

INTO

Thelfezp Creutor
Economy4

Note to the reader
From time to time, you will see pages titled An lmpact Feature, or 

,Focus, 
in rnoA

roo,cv. These are no different from advertisements, and the magazine's editorial
staff is not involrred in their creation in any way.

Cover by BANDEEP SINGH, Dtq itot lmoging by AMARJEET SINGH NAG|
Photographs by MANDAR DEODHAR, DEBAJYOT| CHAKRABORTI BADUSHA p.T.

FOR SUBSCRIPTION ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: Customer Care,
lndia Today Group, C-9, Sectorlo, Noida (Up) - 20l3ol.
email: wocare@intoday.com I Phone/Whatsapp: +gl8E97 778 77g
(Monday to Friday, 10 am - 6pm)

A RISING WAVE OF
:..,. ', : ' , ARE TURNING PASSION

PROFIT ACROSS ONLINE INDIA

Readers are recommended to make appropriate enquiries before sending
money, incurring expenses or entering into commitments in relation to any
advertjsement appearing in this publication. The India Today Group does not
vouch forany claims made bythe advertisers of products and services.
The printer, publisher, editor-in-chief and the editor ofthe India Today
Group publications shall not be held liable for any consequences in the
event of such claims not being honoured by the advertisers.

EI##.ilEtffi
ETffiT
SCAN HERE TO
SUBSCRIBE

E-MAILRto:
letters.editor@intoday.com or
log on $ to www,indiatoday.in

t



a,

Presenting lndia loday lnsight
For sharp analysis on topical issues by the editors of tnotr roorv'

log on to'www.indiatoday.in/india-today-magazine-insight

sp*Yt{&iliY n $€*$eTHm&$T

How Modi's foreign policy on neighbours is
rewiring Northeast geoeconomics
Bv Anilesh S. Mahaian
ihe upcoming Shifiong-Silchar-$ittwe-Kolk*ta cor-
ililtii" **J t"""h stratJgic insurance against a volatile
neiqhbourhood, but the bold gamble hinges on
execution https://shorturl.at/Mofxv

" l i,l ii 1r]ill,i"!"i I i:i:,:,

Private giants to help Indiat stealth fighter
iet take wing: WhY this is big
By Fradip R. Sagar
inAi* rnO*v haei reported in February h*w the &h{*A

"f 
in nit hiccups sver the i*decisi*n on whether state-

run l-lAL or private players shouid build it
irii ir-.:,ri:+l a;; ::=f ii :.r'{.ii-'

----r;";;;;;;-
llUhy it'll be
baptism by fire for
'smoothman Gill'
By Amitabh SriYastaYa
Shubman Gill"s Yest
captaincy begins on a
measured note*a si-
lent conf iel*nce Pcised
t* define his !*gacy irl the p*st-Kahii-$h*rma er*
irt.::r: a!!tilli11i:.,:it :tij;-'i1'

> INDIA-PAKISTAN

36 The Battle for Air SuPerioritY
The four-day conflict showcased modern aerial combat in all its

dimensions. The Rafale vs f-l0C face-off remains inconclusive'

but India's multi-layered air defence system was a clear winner

>BANGLADESH

48
The Armv
Pushes Bhck
The army chief's call for an earlY

election sparks fresh speculation

on dre interim government's fate

> srKKrM@so CONCLAVE

The India Today State of the States-sikkim@S0 conclave

showcased the i{imalayan state's transformative iourney, bold

ambitions and its model of sustainable, inclusive development

t-,i,t t:.:::il,l r ::rI i],i illrr.i,,: rriirl:'

Why cinemagoers may be unforgiving of
Rajkummar Rao's'Bhool Chuk Maaf'
fiv Suhani Sinqh
iire r:iat is ing-enious but the Rar>-Wamiqa Gabhi *tar'
r*, fiitti into ihe predictable trap cf trying to make {h*
jokes rvork w:on 

:.l'l0 
*.::r*nt ,-,:*: ,,.;" .:*-". t,tnt'

5l A Small State with Big Vision

> LEISURE

59
Muted
Masterpiece
Filmmaker Dibakar
Baneriee talks about his

yet-unreleased film Tees

; : 
: l'l l',', l fi iiit:r,lil:: : r I l' i'- r'1, f ,li; :': I l

Jawaharlal Nehru: The
inveterate democrat
Sy rlf.J.,Akhar
i{is eje*th anniversarY *n
fr$ev t7 w*s a rc$rYrefit te
ref!bet on the erehit*ct *f
modern lndia and colossai
w*rld figure th*t our flret
prirne ffiinistet"v'J**
li:i :-:,..' :.i:i;i i * :'i.::'r. jl i E. i'.{.}

D
Cz
C

u

f,

1





INDIA
TCDATY
www.indiatoday.in

CMlnilillllI)EDlT0nli-CltlEti Aroon p!rie
VlCt CUlnPtRS()t At0 EXICUItVt tl)tT()R-til.Cfltttr KaL pur e
Gn0UP ClllEttXtCUIlVE0tttCEf,: Dinesh Bharia

G[0UP E0lI0ilAL DlRECI0f, : Ra] Chensappa

CHllt EXECUIIVt 0f FlCtR: lvlanot Sharma

0n0UPCRIfilVEE0lToRj N lanjan Dasi GnlluppH0I0EotToRr Bafdeep Sinsh

El)lTl)n(ttATUntS): Ka lab. Friese

llAllAGlllGtol10[S: Srnil Menon S. Sahaya Rar] t Mrus4r M.G. Arun

tXlClJIlllEt0lI0RS: Mansha 56roop, KaushtkDeka

Sflil()n0IPUIYEDlT0nS: Saigram K. Parh, Sas Nair;
HrDairBAli Amarnath K [y'enof

oEPl.lTY Il)lT0f,S: d e.r S. \,,to-a a1 D,oo'o R. Sdgd.:
lap!R: Roht Parhar MJMBA S!haniSingh

SEtl0R E0|T0RS: SonaliAchartee, Ash sh i,y'ukherjee, Sa kat N yogt;
PAril AmitabhSrvastava

SEilll)RtSS0ClATt EI)IT0RS: Sonat Khetarpat |\,trNEA: Dhava. S. Ku kam i

AruEomro: llmana Shah; BfopALt Rah! Noronha

lssocllft tl)ll0Rr Avshek G. Dastidai Vipu GroveT BrnorLlnu Ajay Sukumaraf
SPtCIAL C0RRESP0X0[ITr KoLKATA] Ark€moy Dara l,y'ajumdar

PRIXCIPAI, C0RRESP0il0EXTT L!corotr Avaneesh lvlishra

PH0T0[tPlnTMtlTr Ch6ndra Deep Klmar Raiw6nr Singh Rawat (DeputyCh]ef
Photographers),Arun Klmar(Prncpal photographe.);

lvl!u&: MardarSuresh Deodhar(Chtef photographer)

P[0T0 ntSttnClltR$j Prabhakar Jwa.i (Dep!ry Visual Research Ed ror),
Sa of Vard (Chief Phoro Researche.),

lodha S ngh Adhikar (Prnc pal Photo Researcher)

CllIEt 0t GRlPlllCSr Tanmoy Chakra borty

ARTI|EPIRTMEilTT Sanjay P plani (Creatve Edror).
Angshumaf De (SeniorArt D recror). Ralesh K!morAfglra Shoomesh Duft
Sharma (Assoc ateA.t Directors), Santosh Kumarsharma (AssstantArt
Directo.) Praveen (warG!mmadi(Chief Desrgner).

SiddhEnilumde (Ch ef llsrrEtor)

PR00UCTl0[D[PlRTiltflI: Haf shAgarwal(Chief of production),

Naveen Glpfa (ChiefCoord nator)

oiltt 0PtntTtxG 0tFtcER

S!parna K!mar

IMPACITEAI'

Sencr General Managers: Jttefdra Lad (West) Sved N€leed (Ch-"nnai)

GenerE Nlanager: Arup Chaudhur (Bangaore)

GR0UP ClllEt MlRKfIlll0 l)lft0[n: V]vek N,1€ hotra

sAt tstxl)0PERATI0ilS

Deepak Bhat, Naronal Head ID striburion)
RaleevGandh. Gereral Manager(North)
YogeshGodhana Galtam, Regona Saes M6nager(West)

l'olume so-Nmber 24,; For the xrek
June I0-16, 2025, published on erery Fridery
! Lditnial,rcoQorare Oflice Li\.jng Uedia tndia Ltd.) IDdia Toda).(i.oup
Ucdixtlcr, FC-s,Sector-16'1. Iilm Ci!r, Noida, 2ol3oti phone: 0120-j60;1OO
, Subsoipiioilsr lorarsistance. rontact. email: wecareaa:iniodav.comi
Plr",,F trlr r,..rnpj nt n..,,- --b --\ \loI.l,,. L,s rr.r,l,\ o. ;uilL:..rutr .

,Sil$: Dircci all tr.deeDquiries to Generallranager(Satcs), r.ningMediaindia
l-initrd, C 9, Sector-10, Noida-2olljoi (L-p).
iRegd. Oliicc: ts-26. First Floor, Connaught place. Nci Delhlnooot.
rLnp&tOfiiesr 1201, t2th floor, Towcrg,\. One IndiabulsCcntre.
(JupiierNlills) S.B.Mary,Lo$erparel (\\tst).\Iunbai-1ooolr:
I'honc: 09? 69193rj5r Fa\: 6ti06ij226
. Ei, Ground Iloor, \:ileocol'1oriers, Jhandelatan E\tn. Nr,,\. Del|i.
,DoorNo: {i10,610-\. tjt9.5th Floor, Block.\. Imperjaj Cluitan\a Bnildins,
\r,.. | :.1 . J il,."il,t, r. I t., r"Ji. T.,r,iLrdd .-"uool
, 901 9 01 Richnnnrd To'reN, 9Dd tloor, I 2, Richmond Road,
BaDgalore-560095r Pllones: 299t?11S, ?2!1JOJ7. 99rIE34j; Fa\j 92918jj.ii
!52, JarabarlalNehru lioad. lth Floor, Kolkata_iooo7ti phoDes: 2982jr98r
l-ax: 92E979iiti 6 6-tls85t7iB, Sonajiguda, H\derrbad_5o0082:
l']hoDe: ?r+Or65;, 2i14004i9, 9r110100, 93109{81, 9J110989, 934|198;
Far:91403+8+ !39i104i, Lrraktratt Road, (ochi 68201{j; phonesj 2J77oi7,
2J;70;E i lf,\: 2J77059 . !/C, "Sunardh Bl.tg,, 2nd Floor. Belind [ihjtc
I{ouse. Pan.h$di, OficeC.G. Road, -\hmcdrbad Bsooo6.t phonc: q656oil9j,
96i60999t Fa\: 2t1565!9J . Cot)\aighi LniDS \Iedia Ifttia Lkt. ill rishtu
rcseNcd th.oughont thc n orld. Reprodrction h anr manner is t)rohibited.
Printed md published bl Manoj ShamE on bellr.lfofl,iring )Iedia
India LiDdt€d. Printed at lhonron pre$ India limit€d.
18-35 Milsbne. Delhi Mathrd Road, Fnidabad-r2roor. (Hanma)
mdal l{ajhah I',k.rpri\s. Lq. tndtrftidt totrn.lth uain Rodd. tuiriinqtr.
BetrBaluru-jdoo I +, Mmahl$ .

Published at F-26, First I lmr. Connartglrt place, Ncw Delhi_uo0or.

Edibr: Raj Chengappa

. ur1 r, i Ds dors nor tak. rlr r.sp.nsibitih br rcturrl Dg unsot i.tcd DuLti.rti.n Daruiat.

A1l clisputcs are sulrject to the exclusi\ejtrrisdiction of
cornpetcrlt coLuts nnd lbrums in Delhi,rNel,Dclhi onlv

For mprint rights ano Eyndication e1q-fies, co-racr
syndicatons@rntoday com or ail +91-120-4078000

w.syndicationstoday.in

I
oz
o
arroz
.o

a
o
Ol
sq
o

o
o
I

CONTENTS

GOUER STORY

END OFTHE DREAM
HOW THE TRUMP CLAMPDOWN STAMS THE

DOOR ON ASPIRING INDIAN STUDENTS

I{ote to the reader
From time to time, you will see'pages titled An Impact Feature, or 

,Focus, 
in non

ToDAy. These are no different from advertisements, and the magazine's editorial
staff is not involved in their creation in any way.

.. C_o-*T byBANDEEpS|NGH

Readers are recomm"na.a to ,"r," "pp.;;;; ;;;;.;;;;-
money, incurringexpenses orentering into commitments ln relatlon to any
advertisement appearinginthis publication, The lndia Today Group does not
vouch for any claims made bythe advertisers of products and services.
The printer, publisher, editorin-chief and the editor ofthe lndia Today
Group publications shall not be held liable for any consequences in ttre
eventof such claims not being honoured bythe advertisers.

FOR SUBSCRIPTION ASSISTANCE, CONTACT:
email: wecare@intoday,com I Phone/Whatsapp: +91 g597Zg 77g
(Mondayto Saturday, 9.30am - 5.30pm)

SCAN HERE TO

E-MAILRto: suBscRlBE

letters.editor@intoday.com or
log on ft to www.indiatoday.in

UPFROIIT: CHINA'S RARE
EARTH THREAT PG 6

STATESGAII: SHTNDE
TOSESSHINEPG 16

EI*#.HEI

ffi



> GST

36 Risins Cost of
Com$liance

The Goods and Services Tax was to
promote ease of doing business. But

frequent amendments and rising
proiedural expenses have turned it
into a burden for entrepreneurs Presenting lndia TodaY lnsight

For sharp analysis on topical issues by the editors of tlotn rooav'

log on to www.indiatoday'in/india-today-magazine-insight

,,#

,,:@

illi$

uii:3tl

ffi
w
:it@
,w

nn'.:#.
w

,a,)r&,.

t'::*i*

r;@

.:iiilllli

;il*

']!$

#
:s

> RA.IASTHAN

42 Shameful
Waste

How a string of eight high-
profile proiects has turned
into cautionarY tales of Poor
planning and splurge in faiPur
and rest of the desert state

> NUTRITION

46 The New
DNA Diets

Nutrigenomics Provides
hyperpersonalised diets based

on one's genetic makeuP

%3',**y *r"Tw\"{}e-{

Why Pakistan-
fired PL-l5E
missile's debris
in lndia is
Ghina's wolry
By Pradip R. Sagar
Yh* rer*nants,
while proving
*hlna's r*!e ir: th*
lndi*-Fakist*n **nfliet, open up rever*e-*ngineering
$*ter:tial{*r luiew Eelh! t* !:*!st*l'itE *wn missiN*

tlr*sramrns$
l:t'ii'q;'rrl5;:'tttl l.lti na1;{ }i;l

Ii'. i::')1.';:,.,t,).'::: :,,,,:l:,":'' ;1;'; ;,' L ;,,,,:rtt' l).il

Why Nitish Kumar is playing the name game
8v Amitabh Srivastava
f fie Bihar ch;*f rninister !":asn't e hanged place* with
tl'le g.:f. yst. But his yi*!din6 rfi&$3$ sn on$*inS *rosion
Jl1 itt1,;,' rqltL;i'lttr 1,;:l, i,.tlf{ l::i

x.\;';|:l.:.:.:..::||.:.'..::::;:).....:....

How Valmik Thapar earned his tiger stripes
Bv Rahul Noroha
O'n* tf l"Aiu'n foremcst tiger experts, Thapar stooel

**t *Lt on!y he*au** o{ his conservaticn foresight but
ni* ir"*fro*"*u *f opini*r'r *ven with the powers-that-be
i.-:r ill,i: ::rilrilr'l:!:'i,:iX i,i. l:1,;t i+

Z INDIA T
TODAY

5O Stars for
the Future

This IPL had a number of
firsts, the anointment of a new

champion was one, but even

that paled before the heroics of
the season s young bloods
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