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A NEW CLASSROOM
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" Med seats: SC to upset balance

¥ ndia has all the diversities a country can imagine and the founders of
_this nation were eminently mindful of this reality. Instead of ignoring
er forcibly filling those possible fault lines, they created ways and -
means within the democratic framework for an organic process to develop
and forge a fraternity that shall help Indians negotiate the differences and
work for greater common good.
The Supreme Court’s decision that domicile reservation in post graduate
medical seats in states is violative of Article 14 of the Constitution is an
The SC’ .. attempt to artificially _addrEjss the Iquestiun of
€ S decision jnequality that exists in India. Article 14 man-
that domicile quota dates that the state shall not deny any person
in PG medical ¢duality before the law or the equal protection of
seats in states jg '€ aws within the territory of India.
- . : At present, 50 per cent of the seats in post-grad-
violative of Article ate medical courses are reserved for the candi-
14 of the Constitu- dates from the state whhere Jhe medifql r:fgmurgebis
tion is conducted and the other 50 per cent is filled by
tﬂﬂ:rfi:ep'l II;' s candidates selected I:Iased on an all-India merit
claity list. The court would interpret the Article to con-
ﬂd_dress the ques- jude that reservation in higher levels on the
tion of inequality basis of residence would be violative of it and
that exists in India. order that all the seats should be filled only on
" the basis of merit as established by the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) on an all-
India basis and there shall be no state quota. | :
Education is a subject that originally found its place in the state list of the
Constitution on the argument that each state should have the right and
authority to decide its priorities based on its demands. Some states have
forged ahead in healthcare thanks to the vision on which they have acted
for the future and the investment they have made to ensure that they have
trained manpower to take care of their people. The balancing has to be
done to determine which takes precedence, a state’s right to health or an
individual’s right to higher education. It's a complex issue and needs
wider application of mind. The court’s order has the potential to upset the
balance that exists among Indian states, and hence it must review its deci-
sion. s
Pl - -
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he previous Budger,
presenied in July 2024
after the Lok Sabha
election, had accorded
priority to employment and skill
, develapment, given the nature of
the election mandate. The Finance
Minister had announced a Prime
Minister's Package of five schemes
and h-ﬁrigrttt?es to Facilitate job and
internship opportunities for 4.1
a crore youth over a five-year period
with a central outlay of T2 lakh
crore. However, the Budger speech
¥ delivered in Parliament on
February 1, 2025, did not refer to
. the Prime Minister's Package even
once. The document on
implementation of Budget 20024-25
; AANOUACements states that a
“draft Cabinet note on
Employment Linked Incentive
# scheme is under finalisation” and
“sevieral meetings have been held
with the Ministry of Labour and
Cll o discuss the relationship
between capital expendinire and
employment generation”. In other
waords, the future of the scheme
looks bleak.

Deflationary budget

The September 2024 report of the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLF5) revealed that in 2023-24,
the youth unemploymvent rate (for
those aged 15-29 years) had
increased to 10.2% and the
unemployment rale amaong
graduates was 13%. Time series
data from the PLFS show that the
share of the workforce engaged in
regular or salaried mp{fdyhmem in
the post-pandemic period has
shrunk, while the share engaged
in agriculture and informal
seffemployment has risen.

The latest Economic Survey
also shows that average real
parnings of selFemployed male
wiorkers in India fell from 19,454
in 201718 to 78,591 in 2023-24. The
monthly real wages of
regulagsalaried male workers also
{ell from an average of T12,665 in
2007-18 to T11,858 in 202324,
Surplus labour inundating the job
market, combined with high food
inflation, have severely squeezed
the real incomes and livelihoods of

HINDU (P-7), 03 FEBRUARY 2025

Budget 2025 overlooks joblessness

¥

i

Prasenjit Bose

Ecanomist and
ativist

Tax breaks for
mcome [4x
payers along
with cufs in
capital and
wellare
expenditure are
unlikely (o raise
the living
standards of the
vast majoriry of
working people

an overwhelming majority of
Indiz's workioroe. For a Finance
Minister to overlook this is
disingenuous.

The advanced estimates of GDP
have already projected a decline of
the real GDP growth rate to 6.4%
in 2024-25 from B.2% [ast year. In
keeping with this, thereisa
slowdown in the Centre's net tax
revenues m 2024-25, With the
Finance Minister keen on adhering
b the fiscal consolidaton path,
the axe has fallen on government
expenditure. Towal expenditure is
now likely to be over 11 lakh crore
short of Budget Estimates (BE),
with capital expenditure falling
short of the target by over $92,000
Crore.

Public expendinire on rural and

| urban development, agriculiure,

education, food subsidy, energy,
transport, and health are all being
aced, Among centrally sponsored
schemnes, the Revised Estimates
(RE} for the Jal Jeevan Mission and
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana {both
rural and wrban) show declines of
147,469 crore and 138,575 crore,
respectively, from their BE. The
expendimure on MGNEEGA was
cul in the BE itsell by ¥3,654 crore
from the previous year. Such deep
cuts in budgeted capital and
welfare expenditures would have a
dampening effect on investment
andd consumption, especially in
rural areas,

The Finance Minister has
sought o counterbalance the
deflatonary impact of these
expenditure cuts by enhancing the
annual rebare for income (ax
pavers from 37 lakh o 912 lakh
from H125-24. Data from the
Incogne Tax Department show
thar only around 2.8 crore
imdividuals had paid positive tases
in the assessment year 2023-24,
out of the 7.54 crore filing income
(ax refurms, The income tax relief
fior next year would therefore go to
2.8 crore individuals, who form
only around 2% of India's
sakaried workforce. For the rest
who are faced with dwindling real
incomes, there is nothing on offer.

The Finance Minister has

account of the income tax rebate
to be Tl lakh crore. Instead, a cut
of a similar magninede in ndirect
taxes, such as the exorbitant
excise duties cn fuel or the central
G5T raies on mass consumpoon
goods, could have provided relief
1o the endre class of working
people, It is well known that the
consumption propensity of wage
earners is higher than that of the
profit earners

The average daily wage rate
actually received by a MGNREGA
worker (as per data provided by
MimisiTy of RBural Development
dashboard) has increased from
T200.71 in 2009-20 to T252.31 1n
2024-25. The national foor level
minimim wage for unskilled
wiorkers in agriculture, in contrast,
has been set ar T452 In 20024-25, A
well deserved, substantal hike in
the MGHNREGA wages in the Union
Budger alongside an increase in
rural development outlays woukd
have led to increased
consumption demand in the rural
areas. The consumption effect of
income tax hreaks, in conmast,
wioutld be far more limited and
concentrated in urbam areas.

Running out of ideas
The latest Economic Survey cites a
private sector research report
show how the after tax
profit-to-GDP ratic of Nifty 500
companies surged from 2.1% in
H020-21 10 4.8% in 2023-24, While
the deep corporate tax cut of
Seprember 2019 played a vital role
in thiz profir surge, it haz nesther
translated into higher levels of
private corporare invesoment, nor
employment generation.

Yet, the 2025 Union Budget has
relied upon another tax break,
this time for income tax payers, (o
inject demand into the economy,
even while cutting capital and
welfare expendinires (o compress
the fiscal deficit. This is unlikely 10
generate higher levels of economic
growth and employment and raise
the living standards of the vast
majority of the working people. [
15 evident that the gevernment has
run out of ideas on the eoonormie

| estimated the revenue foregone on | front. A2/
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lohn ]. Kennedy

ducation, often
regarded as the
foundation of so-
cletal progress,
thrives mot only on struc-
tured curricula but also on
other types of puidance
and support provided to
learmers amd educstors
alike, Two 1
components of this are
mentorship and coaching.
While these terms fre-
quenty echo in academic
disoourses and institution:
al meetings, their imple:
mentadon often falls short.
Against this backdrop, It
may be worthwhile o un-
derstand the relevance,
challenges, and potential
of mentorship and coach:
ing in India's education
system, supplemented by
global perspectives and
evidance-hased insights.

Diistingct rales

Mentorship and coaching,
though often used inter-
changeably, have distincg
definltbons and roles in
education. Mentorship -
volves a long-term relation-
ship where an experienced
individual provides gui-
damnce and supplet 00 mET-
tees, fostering their perso-
nal  and professional

Erowtla, i
Conversely, coaching is
more goal-orlented  and
-driven, fo-

e e

Beyon e

HINDU (P-17), 03 FEBRUARY 2025

e ——

buzzword

How mentorship and coaching can help transform the
Indian higher education system

mentorship  contribies
significantdy o students'
academic sucoess, emo-
tional well-being, and ca-
reer readiness.

Another  sticly  pu-
blished In the Harvrd
Edprearionsl Reviemae (2020)
has found that coaching
has improved reachers'
teaching efficacy and job
satisfaction.

e FREINENESss OF [EE0uUnDEs
to implement these frame-
works i .
Globally, instmtions in
the U.S,, the UK., and oth-
er nations have demor-
strated the mansformative
potential of mﬂ;_tum‘ﬂhlg?
and coaching. ¢4
stance, Stanford Univers:

w's “First-Generation
Menworship  Programime”
has reported a 258% in-
creass n student relention
rates among ifs  pacrc-
pants, Similarly, the Un-
versity of Oxford's peer-
mentoring  initiative  for
educators has bed toa 30%
improvement o eaching
cffectiveness, as per their
20X annual report. In the
corporate-academic part-
nership realm, initmtives
such as IBM's “SkillsBuild
in coltaboration with un-
iversities have shown re
muarkahle siccess,

Henefits

When peoperly imple-
mented, r:rheutﬂrshi];:;fd
coaching create a rip 2
fect of bonefits, Personal-
jsed puldance enhances
learning outeomes amd
helps  students  [dentify

their srengths and ad-
dres weakmnesses, loading
tr kmprosed academic per-
formance, A supportve
mentor can help students
bulld emotional resilience
and navigate challenges
like stress amd anxiety,
which are prevalent in the
highly competitive educa-
tiormaal environments coday.
For weachers,

provides acdonable feed-
back and professional de-
velopment, ultimately en-
hancing classroom
engagement and snadent
putemnes, thus empower

suring stucdents are begler
preparsd for real-warld
challenges and
career-ready.

Seversl steps are imper-
ative to foster & culture of

GETTY IMAGESNETOCK BT

mentorship and coaching
in India, First, intervendon
ag the policy level is cru-
cial. Educational polickes
must mandate memorship
programmes and sllecare
dedicated funding. Se-
cond, regular workshops
and cerdficatons  ean
equip educatcrs with the
skillz needed for =fective
mentogship, Third, awsipe-
ness campaigng highlighi-
ing success ol and glo-
bal best praclices can
inapire  Insdmbons @
adopt thess fTamewosrks.
Finally, using rechnalogy
and digital platiorms can
democratise mentership
by providing smdents and
reachers access (0 eXperns
from around the globe,

Integrating menmorship
and ceaching imo the In-
dian higher educarion sys-
rem holds transformative
perenizal

These infervention can
bridge the gap berween
thearedcal knowledee and
pracrical skills, foster emo
tianal  incelligence, and
create 3 workforce chat o
nl Gnly competent bad il
s adapiable  Moreover,
such programmes can po-
sidbon Inddia as a global
leader in eduecational inn-
vatiom,

Mentorship and coach
ing, therefore, are o
mere hizracrds but es
sential elements of 8 mes

ningful educaton. By
learning from ghobal suc-
cesses and addressing k-
cational instiudons can
pave the way for an mcla-
sive and impacriul educs-
wonal eoosysiem,

The writer iv & Profeiiar asd Gear,
Chifsr Univsersay, Bongaiun

an
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Budget's Viksit Bharat push
in jobs, energy & R&D focus

building on the momentum of last
year's nine budget priorities —and it
has delivered. With India marching towsards
realising the Viksit Bharat vision, this budget
takes decisive steps for high-impact growth.
The Economic 5 estimate of 6.4% real
GDF and retail inflation softening
from 5.4% in FY24 to 4.9% in FY25 reinforces
India’s position as the world's fastest-growing
major economy. The budget for the coming
fiscal has capitalised on prudent fiscal man-
agement and strengthens the four key pillars
of India’s economic resilience — jobs, eneTgy
security, manufacturing, and innowvation.
India needs to create 7.85 million non-ag-
ricultural jobs annually until 2030 — and
this budget steps up. It has

here were heightened expectations
from Union Budget 2025-26 regarding

up domestic production capacity. The alloca-
tion to the ministry of new and renéwa hie
energy (MNRE) has increased 53% fo
#6549 crore, with the PM Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana seeing an £0% jump to ﬂﬂ-_.l:l_{:l[]
crore . These measures provide the decisive
sh. but to truly achieve our elimate goals,
we must also accelerate investments in bat
tery recycling, critical mineral extraction.
and strateglc supply chain integration.
With capital expenditure estimated at
4,9% of GDP, the highest it has been for the
£ 10 years, this budget lays the foundation
Erslndlﬂ'i manufacturing resurgence. Initia-
tives such as the National Manufacturing
Mission will provide enabling policy support
for small, medium, and large industries and
will further solidify the Make-in-India vision
by strengthening domestic value

enhanced workforce capabilities il chains. Infrastructure remains a
through the launch of five National £ > % bottleneck for manufacturers. The
Centres of Excellence for Skillin g ™10 budget addresses this with massive

: " investments in logistics to reduce

and alms to align training wi
“Make for India, Make for the
Waorld” manufacturing needs, Addi-
tionally, an expansion of capacity in
the IITs will accommodate 6,500
more students, ensuring a steady
pipeline of technical talent. It also
r the role of micro and small enter-
prises (MSMEs) in generating employment.
The enhancement of credit guarantees for
micro and small enterprises from 5 crore (o
710 crore. unlocks an additional 1.5 lakh
crore in loans over five years. This, mu;_ni::t
with customised credit cards for micro
enterprises with a 25 lakh limit, will improve
capital access for small businesses. While
these measures are commendable, the scal-
ing of industry-academia collaboration as
well as fast-tracking vocational training will

be key to ensuring sustained job creation,
india remains highly dependent on Chi-
nese imports for solar modules, electric vehl-
cle [EV) batteries, and key electronic compo-
nents, exposing the sector o geopolitical
risks and trade barriers. This budget takes
this challenge head-on. It allocates 181,174
erore to the energy sector, a significant
inerease from the $63.403 crore in the cur-
rent fiscal, signalling a major push toward
strengthening supply chatns and reducing

impert dependence . The exemptions for 35

:.:Id.tiunaj capital goods required for EY bat-

ey manufacturing adds (o this. The reduc-
' rt duty on selar cefls from 25% to

o of i
20% and fmr maodules from 40% to 20%

cases costs for developers while India scabes

Sumant
Sinha

supply chain costs, which currently
stand at 13-14% of GDP, significantly
higher than that of most of the
developed nations (~B%). A corper-
stone of the Mission is clean tech
manufacturing. There are promis-
ing measures throughout the value chain.
The budget introduces customs duty exemp-
tions on lithium-ion battery scrap, cobalt,
and 12 other critical minerals, securing the
supply of essential materials and strengthen-
ing India’s position in global dean-tech value
chains,

Despite India’s thriving tech ecosystem,
research and development (R&D) investrenis
remain below 1% of GDP, compared o 2.4% in
China and 3.5% in the US. Future jobs will
require Industry 4.0 capabilities, and India
must prepare now. This budger tackles the
gap. A good start is the government allocating
120,000 crore to a private-sector-driven
Research, Development, and Innovation {(RDT)
initiative. The budget recognises the Lmn;
formative potential of artificial intelligence
(AT} by intreducing the PM Research Felloyw-
ship, which will provide 10,000 fellowships for
technological research in s and 11S¢ with
enhanced financial support - This, along with
_EL__I’_‘entr_c of Excellence for AT and 50,000 Atal
Finkering Labs in government schools. are
optimistic steps toward a knowledge-dr;
ECOMOMY,

driven

Swmant Sl n!_r'lh.rrjdur_ '-'flﬂ?r'm;j _-:er CEO
Bedew. The views expressed grp J-"*-'FSI.'.-m:z;

W [, -
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ASER: A lot of celebrat

ASIAN AGE (P-5), 04 FEBRUARY 2025

but much yet to be done

ekina

[ % § Chatterjes

Dev 360

el a1

Lis w0 mecret ihat
Toandations skills —
literacy, numeracy

and increasingly,
Iedge of digital

innis — are the building
blocka ef auccess in ibe
sl ventiry, Withenst nnl-
versmlising  thesa  cove
sieills, ned counoy and no
anciely cam achiove sus-
tainahle surcoes, This hes
W oAven THore prele-

vani with the emergence
ol mew lechnodagies and In
a_ post-DoepSesk  warli.
whera the enfry bacrier o
the world of arlificisl inbe-

figonce hag Jus been

shattered & Chiness
seartap.

Dristressingly, miklbons of

o desaloping

workd still cammal Fead
simyla texls or koow how

o bagle maths by the
amd of priniary dchodl. The
Covid-1% pantdemic desp-
o] e crisis in lsaming
in Indlé and elsewhere.
Sinte then, heari-warm
ingEly. thére has been a
recovery in Eamming oal-
cos. This merits cele-
bration, evan 1 i is not a

guarbam |eap,
1 &5 equally Important oo
El:b‘.ll.l:ll-'.'IEdIE kel Indla

remaling & paichweek gaili
:i.rLﬂ'-_:r:.' :rm-.'l:ri.:_. imclo _:i.ng
learning. In an inereasing:
Iy unceripinm,  umpre-
dictsbles, and rwthlesely
ponmperltive world, 1edlaz
stabes compebs. There 5§
al=n b wider world, and
competitlon  with other
countries 1t 38 wital to
senchmark nnesalf
against those wio am
doing better rather than
ibose  who are deing
wirae, We canmet affiord b0
lose siphl of (his even as
e oelebrabe,

Firsd, Lthe pood news
mneapsuiyted inthe repaal-
ly-roleszed Annaal Staiis
of  Educailon  Repori
(ASER) 324, a natloewide
raral househobd  sarvey
conducied by Prafbam. a
lesding MUY The roporl
provides a amapshol of
learning in rueal Iedia,
where the majortiv stil
lives, The survey covers
#9491 children acooss
17487 villages in 605 I"l-IJ_-'E-]
diairicte and was carrisd

il kn callaboratiom with
loga] organksations and
institutions in each dis-
trigt,

The hey findings reveal
ihai enrolment in both
povernment amd privaig
SCNNES has gone Irla["ln; (1F]
pre-pandemic levels and
there have beep cesmil
mmprovenieals in reading
Al arithametic skills, In
Ad, for the first tme,
ASER also frchided & sed
al digleal iaske 1o sssesx
Lve abliiey ol childeen aged
Li-L6 o do simple 1nsks on
thekbr smariphones.

The 5 foumd
sl Al the allIndia bewel,
53 per ol af schools said
Lhaw received directives
[rodm the pavernment ta
TR LM
(Fouslatkoeal  Lilerscy
Al Wamsracy) aclivities,
Arovnd TH pEF ceoil said
that &t kasl ond ieacher in
the  achsal  bBawd  een
trafned En FLM, while 75
poar cint alio received mele
wvant Jsrning malecinl.

Amoag threeyearolls,
enrnlmenl N pre-primary
i_|:$|ir|||:Ir_|'|g has g up
Erom .1 % In 2048 bo T5.R%
n MEE 0 Ti% In Mo
sujaral,  Maharashira,
Chlisha, and Telangana
Bave achieved mearan-
versal emrodmand for this
ape group, Meghalaya and
Uar Pradegh have the
highest peopoction  of
thres-yaar-alds nod
inrold anywhers (over
)

“The percentags of Class
¥ children able to i laaes
rend Class 3 bavel tit was
% in M1E Thizs Apure
fell o 165% En M2, ard
hes {creased o Zr4% in
A4 The Emprovemms in
EoverTmmene  schoals s
higher than (he coree
spanding recovesy for pok
vaie schoale Following a
decling in Class § veading
levels In povernmani
sEfnnls BN mest siates In
2523, all states have shawn
a recovery in 3024, cavs
the repaort,

There is improvemen!
also af the  elemeniary
?Jl;mg'u 'mMﬂw

B U RTOE,
India ﬂw%rghlgq an
uptick in reading bvels for

The key findings
reveal that enrol-
ment in both gow-
ernment and pri-
vate schools has
gone back to pre-
pandemic lavels.

childron in governmend
schools In all ebementary
Eracged [Class 14) sinps
M2 Acmss the coumiry,
childrer's  hasle — arith-
metic fewale alss revenl
mngibk Enproveisent n
bealn govertimend and pri-
wWale sehonls, reaching the
highesi level |5 over A
decade. [0 littar Pradesh,
India's  mwel  populows
mate, 554% of childron in
Clazs B can now do divi-

i _In 4034, ihe core-
sporling  flgure  was
13.0%, &1 the all-India

lovel, the properiban af
children In Class § who
can at least dn & manecicsl
divislon problem bee also
im

The report crodiis dse
Mationad Edvenrion Policy
{MEF 2531 and tha Nipun
Bharai Mission, o natloaal
Inifiadive o achieve and-
versl founddatinnal liserse
oy mxl nuemersty gkilla,
fuc contribating o 1he
learming Improvemains

Clearly, investments i
huamar dn'l.'vL'cq'mn;uu i a
jush inwards Foundation-
al Jearning pay oI,

Bzt while all-Lndia fg-
Ias paint &n uglifling pic
fuini b many insiarees, we
sk perl overboo thee con-
tinuing dizparities
betwern states on midtpls
tronde. 'When it comes o
Isarning, states onlinoe
o jiregrass a1 vaiy Jifer-
enk 3 1

Millions aof Class 8 chil
dren In livdla &0l cammot
remd Class 2 level mexts,

The pudcames are & fume-
tan of mot just mdividual
sblllties, The apvinonimseat
In  which childrern  ars
learning plass a4 erscial
ral

I

The dsn on the peroent:
age af schocds complying
with pupii-ieacher ratio
ponine a5 gpecified m the
RTE (Righl to Educailon
A, 2003 s reveallng. In
Andhrm  Pradesh, 11 [a
fi.i%. In Bihar, the corre
epartling [igure &5ed. 1%

I Hagala, cnly 468% ol
srhools have girds’ ailels
Iha! are available and
usshle, Tee natkonal aver-
o 15 TLA%. While every-
one Joves chimpions, the
dlata cm the percenbags of

schocts with weekly tine

allocted foe physical stoc
lito for ewery class ls
revealing

In Maharashivs, i is
97.5%, In FEeraka, i is
95 1% and in Magaland, W
is oply 35.6%,

Takr diglial lagks. The
il ASER dala shows
ihat acress in smartphones
is less and less of o oom-
stradnt, “Meast rural b
halde  aiready hava 3
amartphose. GE".LTIE B 26
ol phond may b sadjer
for many funilies in Aimes
ta comme,” says tho repor.,

Bui when it comes o
aw Lhay are veed, ared By
Wi, 1l 1&g 8 mieed pic
Ciiid

Indin's ruml beenE use
smariphones more  [oe
socinl pedks, and less o
edifAtion There are buge
warElions betwern staies
o tiginl <kills, kn Werala,
B4.0% af children between
the apes of 14 amd 18 can
et am- alarm aon  thedr
amariphon= In Andhra,
the corresponding  Bnoe
15 B8% in Utiar Prudesh 1
B Tio%. Move to Assam,
IIII'.I'CIl lE II’ll'rIEu.rE i |I-:|
. 7%, st Bemgal, it s
aniy 503,

AT Imporianl revelatios
Iz the genvder gap in digitaj
ilieracy. In digital tagks
b s2ftiig an alarm zmid
Browalng lor Informwtiar,
bovs (1d:18] fare bedrer
than girls, thowgh tha gen-
ler divide oo chis soope B
mnich narrowser in soilke
ern slades ke Kerals
Oreerall, benvs (14-16) are
also mope aware of dlghial
safiety feafures tham girls
in the semE AED ETUGp.
Omly 50.2% of girls amsong
Ihpzes pricveysd Knaw how
o ke & profile privale,
agaline Q0% [or bays,
diklerscuring (he urpent
need for pender-sensitive
digikal salety educntica.
The lxiest ASER roport

VEE US B reakmn oocale-

te, Bui it i imporiant
to calebrabe with caution
‘While calebratsg the oul-
poames of invesimsénts in
Teudatlonal skills, we
visd ned lose sight of the
knowledge apd perfor-
mane: gaps thal remain
anil the grourd-level wark
bl needs tm be done o
atrenythen the foundaton

The Ilhu'r.l'nl;l.rwm
ifeveln I isFes IR
Toulhe arad
BORTHUEled. SThe i be
reached ar
pabadscha chatterqes

Wy FEmatlcom.
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stepe thal cun erahle systemuatic growth in the sconomic ard social empowerment ol women

Whike freebees and] casdy wansfiers, just befone (he election. can brig in Emediare relicl i fmilles, wia che winen vlers of Delhi relly i

TR MO
shahana Miiza
Cledwan Primamdic
Axihana Fapesh
Bere are 71 kb woenern o

samen have o Thgh e
Tuie mx well %2, H e sn narpriee dhaiall
s

wimen. Thess teceniiteo
e o 3 g droagh the B
wer tha Lo Secads the cennl b
Fiv Dredld Bias becreased from EI70 HDken
10 TG0 ilion. Bai, how much of ks
brpakgen b sessrved For momend

Torresiing i woman

everall, whan gorsidler bracger of Delbd s
wetlrpisiisin] @ bevenn ol noreass from ER
bl o It 7] belSon Lo 2004 X8

S Farny
Whar Iz reeded w prel frpsiies b
roncrrle S that can enabhe ppieLEe
groweh bn fhe eaomonic and il
ol WAETIRTL
e neggledr iovaarch the sdecazm ol

wrenam ey Ded 1 B Tha
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Delhi’s gender budget: its decline and impact
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[LEARNING WITH Al

Schools must find ways to use it fo assist, not replace, natural learning
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Learning steps
India must further strengthen its
investment in school education

esides some high-profile announce-
ments, such as an Al Centre of Excellence
for education with an allocation of T500
crore, broadband connectivity for schools, the
expansion of five third-generation ITs, and in-
creased funding for Indian knowledge systems,
Budget 2025 has promised higher allocations for
education compared (o last vear's revised esti-
mates. There was a 7% increase for higher educa-
tion, although the actual expenditure for 2023-24
was 10% more than the 202526 Budget esti-
mates. A key challenge in higher education is that
the ambitious UGC reforms, modelled on ad-
vanced nations, require significant funding. For
instance, introducing fouryear degree pro-
grammes, allowing grudents to ake COUTSEs
across multiple Institutons, Implementing bi-an-
nual admissions, and other structural changes
vemand substantial finances, which will inevita-
bly fall upon State goVerTUTIENTS. However, Bud-
get 2025 does not appear o adequately address
these financial concerns. The release af the ASER
2024 report in the same week as the Union Bud-
get highlighted gaps in India's school education
system, particularly in foumdational lireracy and
numeracy _While the report indicated that
learning losses from the COVID1S pandemic
have been recovered, and, [n some CaSES, FLN le-
vels are at thelr higheﬂevﬂ,mdiasmlhasm
way to go before achieving full FLN, the 2026-27

target under the NIPUN Bharat scheme.
Compared to the 2024-25 revised estimates

(RE), school education has been aliocated an ad-
ditional 711,000 crore, a 16% mcrease, However,
as a percentage of the total Budget, this increase
is only .12 percentage points, bringing the allo-
cation to 1.55%. In higher education, the Budget
fraction remains unchanged at 0.99%. While in-
stitutions such as Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
continue to receive significant funding, the in-
crease does reflect higher inflows o States,
which are the primary implementers of school
education programmes, The Centre has been
keen on fully implementing the Mational Educa-
gion Policy (NEP), which proposes & S43+3+4 sys-
tem that includes five years of early education up
s Class 3. Early education is being prioritised as
the key to achieving full FLN, but 2 critical gap re-
mains: the two years before Class 1 arc mar
by underpaid anganwadi workers, whao are alrea-
dy overburdened and often lack adequate train-
ing to deliver on FLN goals. A focused FLN drive
is pivotal to achieving full FLN, prerequisite for
building a highly skilled workforce and leverag-
ing India's demographic dividend. Over the next
few years, depending on the progress made, the
government must further strengthen school edu-
cation investments to ensure India meets its full
FLN target. Time is of the essence. ‘1":":5*"':'
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Al'S IMPACT ON CLERICAL WORK:
UPSKILLNOW OR FALL BEHIND
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By embracing continuous learning and digital transformation. professionals
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ecducation nesd o conoen-
irate on Scivmoe, Technobogy,
Prawduction; and Gandhi®™ Bk
wits cevtaindy more than five
deoades agn when this
pproand b sirred my 1hought
process anad inspeeed my keen
disire v compuehend & in
masderii linaes, ina siluation
overw helieed Dy wosbern edis
cation, Heoaght and cullure

The Koibari prescriphion

! Mowm

THE TEAGHER WHO
ACKNOWLEDGES HIS
RESPONSIBILITY AS
THE CREATOR OF &
UNITED, INTEGRATED
AND COHESIVE
FUTURE OF INDIA,
MEEDS TO BE AWARE
0OF THE TREASURE
OF THE GREAT
INDIAN SCRIPTURES
ALL OF WHICH ARE
NOT NECESSARILY
RELIGIOUS BUT ACT
AS THE GUIDE FOR A
"CONTENTED,
CONTRIBUTING AND
CREATIVE' LIFE

ing Gandhian
values in education

- The erosion of Gandhian values—commitment, sacrifice and serulit:r 3
13 disconnect between education and its moral and social responsibilities

W

I il
meant deep familisnty with
indian tradition, culhere, 1ke
inlrigues |t suilfered, amd an
incisive anahais of Westorn
knowlodpe systems, withot
any prejudice or ‘pre-con-
oeived admiration anly
Ity soumnd p:-rmm].l'lwl ks
fening, bo I-'T-:-'Iicslmr Katbari
chi oy pealing inkepedls
nmlnﬁ::nih'u'rrrd Eny e
approach o educationel
dhange.

Unfermalety. e Gaswdhi
part of the quastet -STPG -
proqpesed by Dir. Enthar niever
peceivisd the attentcm i the
bl il disaremd, This nepglec
of the Gandhan values 15 vis-
ible rght froms schosals o uni
versties, -exce phions apan! 1
ang broadens the horloes. it
would be obvioas thal s
impact exterls far and wide,
In simpder berms. ome oy axk:
did India lgnore the basic
prarpeese of educaioe?

Within the educatiem system,
d vew cheells deep int the
bmplications. the facus ywill
ahawys b o the teachers
Thae ulbisnale F.'\E.I] of all of
-and our religiings - is the same,
I cbeserves o he pepaatedd that
practically every lidian
feicher in 4 govermmsent
st Do i rellgiosss
shasas, anil bienee, he vught ba
b b rq.u-tr.ﬂ ard om
vawol — of i Bty of the
liversiry ol varkns tvpes and
dimsensions that natare i
besturwci] on Fnaliane, inchad-

AP

5 RAJPUT

p — has led to

v
h: ‘

mp religrms demeey,

'I:Tr I;dl.hl:r w}mhth‘:\'m?“r(‘
p i pespomsibility az 1
cn.g:w of @ urited, miegraed
and cohesive e of ledia,
needs i be aware of the trea
ware af the great Indian sonp
tures all of which: are niot :lrI:.'-
exsaridy mehgons b a0 a8 the
guide for 4 ‘conbentbd. oon-
tribating sl crvacive’ life, A
teacher mnst be free from
prioe prejudices and hiwses.
Those who are keen on this
Il could ukrg.lduw{rfm
ae addres that Mahaimg
Ciandhi had defversd to the
sndenis and teachers of the
Aanaris Hindu Universaty:
“Early iy childhood | have
Felt the need of a scripture that
widd serve me ax unfalin
guide through the trials nnﬁ'
fempeaians of e,

Tesday' the: Gita i nist omby' iy
Bibve v ooy Komans, @ 1s mvore
thas thak - it is ey meather” &
large number of Tretibatices
ate grigaped in In-.]..;:.".l:h
resseaigh i merous sudies on
IES- Imdian Knowledge
Fpstem, Chne eapects that isve-
spective of milsinberpretations
of pedularism chise sludies
wirld mat ignore the impar.
tance of encient Indsan scrip-
tiires and their comlemporany
relevance.

{ Profecior Hujpnt warks in
euftraiton vk vohesion and
reions ety B i g Al
Fellow with the PALML. New

weelefy Dol
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" UGC guidelines need 3 relook -

e opposition to the new draft euidel; ' i
rI‘llLl‘.mmt}issiun (UGC) on the appninhﬁﬁhﬁ‘eﬁic&tﬁnmﬁgﬁf nlltyta?ﬁnmtls
versities has got stronger with the education nu'nistgﬁs of sixsnnn-BJP

E;i]gd; t%fgggdgjmﬂﬂﬁm%tfiﬁ“mmiﬂtﬂ withdrawal. A conelave of the ministers

'L:L'["u 3 Il .=

= i?luaatinn Poticy n;gtateﬁs.ﬂﬁ-‘ﬁdﬂb’ also objected to the imposition of the New

_ It is an unmistakable fact that the new draft '

ideas of federalism enshrined in the Eﬂnstimtiﬂimaiﬂmﬁﬂmﬂﬁéfﬁg

state universities are creatures of the state legislatures; their infrastructure is

g]cr_git;dp II:IHS‘]‘Ii‘L&ﬂEdﬂllf t:]’tlnnigtpmvided by the state hudgéts and are run on the
- " the state assets
people of the statejé mnm;lc:.wenunents Yty e WEthe

:I’hE draft guidelines, however, seek to undermine the states’ role in the run-

ning of the universities by unilaterally stripping them of their say in the selec-
tion process of Vice-Chancellors. The selection committee of three members
will be nominated by the Chancellor, the UGC and the university, with no rep-
resentation from the state government, the UGC guidelines say, making a
mockery of the established procedure for no worthy reason.

The fact is that the UGC guidelines, a piece of subordinate legislation, get
precedence over the state's laws on a subject which the Constitution framers
put in the State List of the Constitution but was later moved to the Concurrent
List. The government is misinterpreting its power for “the co-ordination and
determination of standards in universities” to take over their administration
even while regulation of the universities’ remains on the State List.

The states are also concerned with one too many recommendations in the
draft guidelines which do away with several established norms with respect to
eligibility for university appointments. The UGC chairman is on record saying
that the body will welcome all kinds of opinions on its proposals. The Union

government must prevail over the UGC and ensure that the voice of dissent is
given due consideration before it comes out with the final document. s
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Astrology trap: Stargazing
to promote pseudo-science

& wks thee first class of e asmoplnsics
¢ Ehat | was waching. As an indrn-
Idumnm the Bistary of astromomy, |
mengionssd the fact chst 1491 a Tew cenli-
Fiis iy, nstrodogy wis indistinguishable from
ooy, Bt o, we trent i
sehenes while astrology is noi & science. One
ol the stodenls Imn':Eﬂrﬂ:.l so0k issue with
this arguicg that assrolisgy wis shasa st
What was more wvas that there
were many others m the class who agreed
wilh hign, This was & class of sludenis whio
k=d spent five yvears studving science and
s of chem wokd o e have cargersas
teachers and scrertifc researchers
But them, they are pot alone. Aooording to
a recenl riport, the business of using gsmol-
oy for advice and pee imto what the
R B s beoaning bary heelps, of
course. Mo longer do you nesd e go
1 an ﬂnlﬁmr 10 muur horo-
HOpE Lzl oy e O Cur-
refil FOmantic interes is the ans? A
fenw clicks an veur Taveurine S5mre-
oy app will ﬁq-:rrnﬂfnr]w..ﬁ.nd
thisse are hugeby popular One Indian
app has more than B0 million users
whi ase 1t &0 connect with 40 000
astrolopers. Theugh there are aboim
b jort |:EIIJEWH-I nﬂl}urm
CoEmiEy, a majarity USETS appa
are Gen T - |ust [ the stadems im oy class
Same niﬂmrnfp,:dhnu alsa incorpomated Al
o grve persanalised arowers.

It b5 o jussn the ndians wheo ase Bocking e
£t thedr baroscopes cast; A of Americins
telieve in astrodagy. Even in China, which
claims to be & socialist coantry. astralogy is
wilkdly pupular especialiy with your peopic.

Winet could possitly explain this recent
upsurge of interes m foretelling the fuiare?
O erarse, bechnokory has made it ensier, bu
that izl is paradodcal. Coe would imagine
that rechrsabogy (and hence soemcoe | winald
et belied i this knd of peudo-scientific
LT L ke

Theere is something more fundansental tha
malkes humans valnerakde i such bolieks.
Humans have always been anxsous aboal
what 1he future Bolds Tor them, Before 1he
emergences af home weohmious, naturs) s
Tora and b consequent esonoemk: apd pliyve-
el distress was the main souce of snxjety,
Bat mow that we live with the misgusded
beliel that car sciemtific and techoological
prinvess makess us immune 50 te vicisshades
al nature, ather factnrs have emerged g
causes of mental stress This (5 especkilly rup
e the yourger generation for whioms uncer-

kah

Lhobhit

paievtics nbout funare e ployrent as well as
xhe abiling oo meet thetr bge material aspie
Aiires canee 2 1ot of stress, Ceuplle these Eyeiors
with 1he ape-okd angst of nelationship esues
nd wee gt a fierelle poal of smtdous and gulll-
bl usdTE.

Thee search for combort during stressiul
e |s bl Higherto, religicas and social
groupings were able to provide it. But with
mucre penple leading an atcmised exstence,
thise ST ScLares 4Te bess commed,
Muny of these psrrology apps saw & huge
sarge in their busmess durirg the Covid pas-
demuic when peaple were isolated and uncer
1nin abwut the fubare. This was alse the case
after the fall of the ersreriile Soviet Union

when sogial sl econcmic et
to L and peoqle were very appre-
kensve abont their fahsre. As LT
readieg and other forms of pseudo-
science becans: very im the
psE-Soviet sy seemed 1o

Fave lost ics mocrings,

)

astrolngy phaed on Banan pey-
ajan bt 1o o aseasl | even vsed the exam-

Paulas. Horoscopes use the planer-
ary positions at the exact time of
your birth. Science tedls us that the anky way
hizvweniy bodies can bhave an influence on
Earﬂmb:.-gmij.mh'c:nfmwnfﬁm-
urm turms ut ko be less than that of the
cologist delivering the chilid Thus, the weight
of the doctor should have a bigger influence
ol o Lifee, Thits evoleed some amusement i
the cliss but Failed v conyipee thee,
Increasing belief in pseudo-science 15, of
conree. & lgn of decreasing schensific
Beatingg thalts and Highting déyas to w
Cowid 19 & just ome parikey
examplhe nhrl_mlsmimnhls
peiing when st oaly e
tech butnls:ah;uﬂm:c v i
wiar pepalation i schools and ¢
Cerass Enrolment Ratio (GERY 1 im]ng
Indin |s the anly CIRIDATY ki B warkd 1o
Furmally aiops solentfic Lermpar in s Consal-
::IIHT: 3?*1;: of the: mlamgs 47 A ud-
inl, MAQ soich
S meping® wgﬂmt;:ﬂb;“m
lal Durties of our citizens, Alas, it will take

itich mome than s jpe L ormsd-
rsisme GER
mm"ularmndmmmu-mm 'lEfluual

Shableit Mehalari tenghes nirvaies
ar Dtk
The views exressa grg persennl

ol
lariy egregio
“Eems ko e :rml;

of
ulleges, the

hu:l.l'il'.-d.l:l:llh'phh Lo my students
chdogy and selecoinn bies to foolus *
e gven by the mathematician Johe -

;'li_Enhl_ T Hyilivabed Whapsdhe Wesbsl Troiniem Wubaiiur, [T

e
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1he Centre’s
V-C

Proposed UCC guidelines seek to
snuffout what litthe authority states
have in higher education spaces
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g e T e F ey
ik ey s dereescy Bl
CinTanRE bz e mmbenb. kg Lo
e dywg that era rokabiy e 42
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shafind edin dtasn oo Dl S0 Ll bs L e
ol |l The g 16
| Plapr el b Reacrs lor g prantree nd
oivd Prorpodian of Teachids and Academic
Srall in Urevviatw= anid Cobiges. and
Mrervains for e Pelund iy of Sadands
inHigher Bducanon) Bepala s, 124,
have sparkd a debate sipera byregaming
e appueninmr v OF we-Cunc elieds [VACx)
The propmad chanpes et fedieral
princpler, smde sabes sethoriy m
lugghar eddiar iy, died paes the v o
R VTR

e e, the prevermors — S nghi s
whitlie S b S B T FmE e
Tha e 4 b sdepa i L i T o9

Uindie the drafy. The cemymi tiee will
comprse Hree mambe i D MO
wich s B chanced s fenm, e LGC
ChairTran, rud sl s ST o7
v Thes oo iee wnfl oot &
paned of thive 1o five candidaies. from
welichy thie chencelbar o wsidnd, with sole
et wedl prle e (i ndl dpporErmETE.
¥ revnesvss the requarermel i VO 10 e
prarieachmyg s ERSECH SpEnenoe res-
g Pieaisal polisrpabon,

The angas of Hie GEveTTars mie s
chanieiler of uaerie ranbe aced
the o s D] 1854, whickomea-
e rabadchal ermeere by dasasilan be pey
sores: o g s Lagiom Wit ) e in e
e ol e, uleiie, s
rsnis retairet s, B 19, pe kbt -
i whiere asisghe pary el twiy a na
nprudl and sae feve b Honweser, the rise of
fiiall)- pamy poliics credisd aonsnns, Thin-
ability of lected s12i2 e imaTioag
Eﬂ'h'hmllmmmhald‘
i e adrmresirative challenge
Comphoatsans  arae when  the
e Burceion Srampe from e s
i o thee Cotsngl-of M ers.

justice ¥ B Krshna lyer, in the Lisd-

St il | s S 1oLt o
R w ke mOnaTs Dy gt I
Wi b kpnlstvar rmerd sl 15 Hese
altrrapis iy had vy degros of 56
crva A, imuong ilasiraton Fes s e gover 3
s dsmen i e Gigarat ! eyl Lws
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Glaring disconnect

Maths skills must help in realife situations

r E YHE ]"-Iatiulnﬁl Education Policy (NEP) lays
stress on interactive teaching and learning

- instead of rote memonsation so that the
'ﬁ knm'l."lflﬂgﬁ‘ acquired in the classroom ean
—  be applied to real-life situations. The focus

is suppol:-;ed to be on preparing the student to face the
world with confidence, H

| ow much progress has been
made on this front in

recent vears? A study co-
authored by Mobel laur 4

cates Abhijit Banerjee
Esfhe:-l}uﬂnﬁhmthat 1 sy

_ being good at mathematics on
the go, as witnessed in Indian kids working in the mar-

ketplace, does not often translate into classroom arith-
metic, and vice versa. Simply put, there is a big gap
between intuitive and formal styles of learning that
needs to be bridged by fine-tuning the curriculum.

Mastering mathematics is a challerige for school-

children from low-income backgrounds worldwide, and
India is no exception. Poverty and deprivation force mil-
lions of families across the country to make their kids —
mostly those who have never been to school — do odd
iobs, such as working as street vendors, According to
the study, such children can do complex calculations in
seconds, and that too unaided, but find it hard 1o deal
with simpler abstract maths taught in schools. Their
schoolgoing peers excel at academic maths but fail at
basic real-world calculations,

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2024
shows that arithmetic levels of children in the age group
of 6-14 years have improved in povernment as well as
Private schools, This is a good sign, but it is no less
important to encourage kids to go bevond textbooks
and hone their skills in practical caleulations, Such an
approach can go a long way in ensuring successful
implementation of the NEP. It can also help in improv-
ing the students’ employability and competency by
making them street-smart rather than mere book-
worms or exam warriors, A skilled workforce is a pre-
requisite for boosting India’s socioeconomic growth. \'E-

M
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Climate-proofing

our classrooms

recent UNICEF report on the impact of climate
Azhmge on education, especially school education,
as painted a grim picture of the global situation,
especially in the poorer countries, It says that at least 242
million studentsin 85 countries had their schooling disrupt-
ed by extreme climate events in 2024, The climate events
inchuded heat waves, tropical cyclones, storms, floods and
droughts. South Asiawasthe most affected region where 128
million students faced climate-related school disruptions
lastyear. India accounted for about 55 million of them. East
Asia and the Pacific were also badly hit. The report has, for
the first time, made a comprehensive analysis of climate
hazards that have led to closures and other disruptions of
schools and theirimpact on educationup tosecondary level,
UNICEF had warned lastyear thatmanymore children will
be exposed to extreme climate events in the coming years,
and it has now presented more evidence in support of its
Contention.

The report said heat waves were the biggest threat to
schools last year, with Bangladesh, the Philippines and
Cambaodia experiencing the worst. Couniries such as Af-
ghanistan faced multiple hazards
mcluding heat waves and floods. El —
both lodsanddroughts Toorepo. NN

.There
noted that extreme climate ue".r||a-1:|1:sﬂll:ﬂ.t md,ers,mﬁ :
damaged school infrastructure and et il
supplies, made access difficult and A [IEESg{1%
created unsafe learning conditions,
Theyalsoaffected students” coneen-

sactors,

tration, memary, and mentaland [ U
physical health. It is stated that chil- Al S8 743

dren’s bodies are morevulnerable to learning
mﬂ;mrelatﬂd crises. The disrup- SESEENSS
tons impacted not only academics;
prolonged school closures caused more gender-based
violenee, and heightened the risk of child marriage and child
labour. Girls were more severely affected than boys. The ob-
servationsare based ondata collected from across the world.
Themma_tmnissettn getworseand thereareworrying signs.

"-"-?-:g,tls qf greater concern is that governments and
administrations are not paying adequate attention to the
problem. The report notes that schools and education sys-
tems are largely ill-equipped to protect students from the
impactof climateevents, Thereare no financialinvestments
and am?np!wmedﬂgaﬂyuﬁmtedm dealing withclimate
change in most countries, UNICEF has called upon world
leaders to ensure that national climate plans strengthen
child-critical sectors such as education and to male greater
bwestment in disaster-resilient and climare-smart learning
facilities, Climate resilience should e improved through
preater financial investment and there should be gl-hui-r
tocus on child education. These are the peq) challenges ;jm
ﬁ‘m;mln:nlssl'btl-:il:lhlhu pnwcupiedwimhutmlfummtfh'

ey donot get the attention they deserve, Mﬂ; }
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n india, the 1950 and the earky 20005 wene

a e ol edie tion aothities on 2 mass scale,

Bt resulis fom thee nadomaids Aniusl
Exarnus of Education Beport (W3R sarveys of thai
perind Edicsted that while ermolment and
infrastrichare indicators shomed & rash o
B B T R T
18 SAnrd Cime, Compeiers, T .
and digital rechonlogy were making wawes. Tt was
a time of many possibilltes and promises with
gicad sodutions A husimesies, Hosever, bt was
wehaein the COVID-1% simock thas the
digitad revalution hit the ground in sl Tndia.
This is pellected wery well n ASER data

ase and miral househalds
[ 2048, nearly 508 ol rursl houselalds had
simple mobdle phones and 36% had

smartphones. In 2022, the propartion aof
hoenseholds ®ith amarrplomes hsd risan oo oeer
s and, according to ASER 2024, it bas grown
Futhier 1o B4% thds wear. Whilks the percentage of
children who haree access 1o a Smartiloge 6r
home B nearing sanuration, the jan of
children aged betwien i4 and 16 years who owna
amartptone has risen fromm 159% bo abonl 318
within & year.

1t is mot clear from the ASER dara whether
motlsers of voung children have their oam
phanes. This cwnenhip of smanphones |=
W:nﬁmim:mmlﬂmpﬂﬂnﬂ
young children's bearming and their owm kaming,

The main wse of smariphonis during the
pn_n.:]uﬁ:pﬂbadmﬂllnhmﬂunﬂm.
warkshesrs, and videos, which wese a sobstitube
for pexthoks, Virnal training sesions had
mmmm.hﬂﬂlﬂ]ﬂl‘lmrﬂm
away, the digital skills learned daring the pericd
sestained, aithough some of the practice became:
less inpratant and a new exciement began 10
tudld arpund art#icial ineelligence (AT

Thot: bt proemise of (ki digital revoluticon was,

Madhay Chaven

s ca-lsusder
of Pratharm

Inddia facks a
o map in the
ligldd o
cducation thag
allonws e
promite of
techniloEy [
bie harmessed
for thrae who

| neced i the most
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Technology and the challenge of equitable education

to this writer, in the open and concnuing
edncatios domain bor e derprivilaged. The
neid and the posdbilites in (mdix are
tremendous. For saampde, achis dme, over 0%
micthars of schoolchildren: are nos schooled or
Berve commpleted schoo] Jess than clads fooe, Mearky
anocher 40 are schoobed bemween dass sx and
class ¥, amd the remaining bave compbesed class
10. Educartngy rntes s that ey can help
children is an investment Inckia should malke o
ccligle and strenpihen the edumbon of
dhilldren

ey the past 30 pears, we have lved theough
the commpiacer, the Interne, a2l mahile
reweLEions, A we ane now leoking ot Al With
avery new wiave of echnology, there is new hope
and talk of revclationising educagion. By the dme
the sechnodogy becomes affordabie, something
new 2 exciting for the privileged shows upon
tha hiorizoe, bt techedakogy hos nod deliversd on
ils promize where e education of the

i = concerned. Ime of the bipgest

comstraints Is the avallabiiny of devices.

Aur, as ASER 2004 clara shirw, avallsbicy of
[rectiwichaally orwmisd smariphones iz going o be
less and bess of 2 comsirami. Most nurel
househnolds already have a smarphooe. Geming a
gecadid phone mey be Edie o many Lmdlles
times 1o oome

mullabie. Langoage psed 1o be 5 majior
imspesfiment. [t i et 50 amy mare. Writmg of
dictation in bocal lEngages 1s now 3
Transiation from one langaage 1o anather b sagy.
All e [ocle needed for learming s accessitle, if
yoous ko il 0 aoress, where, amd bow. Bl
what I there was one plam ma = ek i
ull B pehocd ~ whers questions of , whene,
2] how were answered by an intelligent divice?
Aocess to ehisls 1 cnmpiets. Bt achool

anendtance & 6l 2 problem. 1ma village ar a
COMITAMILY, SanE © g0 b0 @ privabe gchonl,
SOITE L0 & achivel, others bo privae
claserg ara] some G0 ot o o schoel atall, Thds s
wonnewhat of & chaotic siuation at the Jeval of the
willage and also at the larger comemunity leved,
which refleces in the quallry of learning o
arhooals *

Dyt the prndermnic, in miamy willages of
Mataryhirs, 2 learning, programmes was
tiroadcast from 2 vastage poine. h shonid be
posslbie 0 work cat s curmicsam anid broadoass
Sciwdule in villages 50 1hat grosp heumning e b
organised. L new schools in this manmer
should ke possible, , initally, there may
et e many takeTs.

Every chillsnniom Beas created #s own schooling
Eystem aver the kit 5,(00 years. Teachers and
methods in one edocation system did not wark 5
ancther, the oxmiculum n one courtTy Was Hel a
good fit in another. That was hecaise cvilisabons
were separmured by temne, spcs, olfure, and
rechaakagy, The age of empires and colonlalism
started integrating cvilisatons. Although

| separaied by patdomal boundaries, eoimiries

tochay are integraced by scienco an 1 -

E&unhmmukmwlghmm
. T hchegical mnovation. bk

g proenated by ts s paibilic

oo, has to ook for o TorpeoSe markes. Whare: 1

profits cinmot be made, ingiovatioms find Hied -
LSE,
The predictine that hardware ind dedces
warkd Eebdring T ot e bt the
mﬂd_ﬁ.ra'l'l.l.ni'rﬂ'mﬂtrmuj hardarsre s
growing with the nnevations of AL Wl
philasthroplc Enestments be enough to help
umniveTsalag e inmoationes that coold
rﬁﬁhﬂmﬁeaﬂ:mmm?h;muy.m
needs to come up with a road magp it aliows the
promize of teckmalogy 1o be harmessed for the
Bemnedit of those who need i the most. Ilq.
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Bose: Phy

DR, SHAMEN HADUE MONDAL

hi= cemteanry of the disoeery
ol e 'hosan’ {19245 by Hee-
all pluysicise Sabsndranath
o has been celehrated
thraughaut =a lakl year, His statis-
tex. the Boee-Einsisis onillmastios,
and hin o behind ghe muass-geving
Higgs hosos sew kzowr o all physio
and eciznee ximdanis arcund the
wopld. Bur how many preple arc
e of his inbenedt 6 ehimismyT Hi
wan equilly mieresied nog anly |
cheraalsy mi i subject bur 5l4o In
o poraky fessaich on th sub-
mcl.

His curiasiny was Lmmense
Daajrite biing 4 ading researches
msaretbcnl phosies r':ﬂur!rm.'u'.l.l
pliyaics, guantom mechanich. i
arganic chemiziry win gl his aeeos
of Imierext Afber publishing ks
gromssrenking reseanch, Bose went
i Knptemd. While it Genmarg. he vis-
med dho lebsralaey of the sminant
Erasrnke, Hermann Mesk Fram thies
o, bee doveloped an mclination o
wark [n axperimenial chemisiry, Afer
returning bame, BE Fejoled the
Phymics Dhepartamal ol Thaka Unlver-
Sitp A thea e, b el Sushil Chan-
dra Blamas, a professor of chemitny,
Mz did same wiok In charmistny will
ke, which wes puhbshed in Taimous
themiviry magazine in Géeminy in
15070 Tom suaiars labeer, i wioik oo the
spsorninn ofF eyl w.'.-\.|.|,|H|l|hr|'|
In the remesamiis] Philoisphical kag-
7.1

whihalis a haks Lifeeraiiy, Bose
il g & siate-0T-Ure i Ishoraioay,
incheteg an X-raf dfrecnyinaar, o
tra) ha g0 Uk 20 experifienin wink
an widl m ThenTeiesd Sehmnce [ wer

thszrm tear he Mt hegan working in
orgeeae Shessary, Hs work on sul
fonamide esmpousds wad well
revatend af Bl imee Dne of B s
d P Dt wirke] with bio
gasie ch sty it ahralned
his dociamale ik howis in Dhake
B 195, e wiis Doreiiedd b Cabout
B Lirdversity 10 pooep dhe post of Pro
Bty of Chigirilatny. Belore kds omival
ExthiiBhishanBatea had ser up alab-
aeeloTy 0 work with X-rays, whers
peoer hegan wacking on the l:,ﬂl‘.'.nul
of active arganks mm L M, A e
argdory, | s ropm Dutis, joined him
and a.:fnl:'.dlIME‘l:nllrllll. witleh is
ererrrrnhy weed o an anbi-protadeil
drup Uiredar his supervision. Prana-
Ewarscth i Dvestia wwirikosd oo thes symiihsis
ef geyeral comples srgsnic com-
poainids He akn it prouuii el
rirer, which could balp alleviete e
ghorapge of madicines i tis unfor
furmin oo

== T0
”E”_@' =
MH

Fhmiral it of S ramics

A Cermai chemist nemed
Chemies ‘Winkler discovened § g
el with s8ver vl sulliur from s
mingral callsd sygyrodie. Winklar
nined [ parmascu WhEr 1 coun-
1ry, Siman the wathT s flrs ramesD
e e using polyenabs of this
EEOnAnLm, 58 impoclanoe in the
Busimess cormununily Bad incpesad
b dmmad inceeised furthar during
‘wharld Was [1

STATESMAN (P-7), 09 FEBRUARY 2025

Inapred h:\.' thn m=nira of patei-
pitun, Sapenckonsib underiood ihat
1T we fwane 10 btooime sellceliiod in
stlence andd iechnokegy, gefmaniiim
tarmlil alen e nassoed Inthds couniny
in thie neme horure. Hud & wes in shors
wgply de lhndie. Finally, he beooghe
sphaleriie from Mepal with Toe frieod
Patiniiharttasicar, Moy nnly dsal he
wamie srvaral fundamenial reseserh
papaas o0 e 5 gafzact pETmesium
Froomy (har are

Phymiciom are wiually moass
inrenmtad In physcal chemiscny, ban
Sarvendramath wis the oppoaim, Fla
Liowed 1o di e La| chamisiry,
peprcally arganl Smistry. B m
panimily ssvemmad rhar his special

conmectlon with AcharFaFratolla
C:handia oy and his facher's chem

1zl hpxines= mads him nieesed in
themixiry,

Flmli-'lllly | wlll end wath a siory
abool one diy. Secpemdrannih met a
student in [font of Lhe umiversdiy
chusmreniry Ishorseory. The sudent was
quile wurehed - b had been dolng en
ciperimant fur musy dave, bt che
resules wede folas mapEci e, SEET

drmrath sabd, "0 el experimenin,
|:|:u-.».-.-u will get the roesidis. and show
thi working ma (1] ¥ ik, "
l.!"l.lﬂ:!.'l-ut?l:! Th Elmﬁh"r:Jl.I“I:p.
cam# st gt The sdudant wenr o
rw masr. Incldemaly, his maner
wis Jaryendrangih’s Mhdend Gran

sicist with a
passion for chemistry

Chandra Ghush, & renonemed chemi-
ol s st and e Foundlisgg dimecror
ol [T Khirdgour. Al the soadene uns
Prana Ciainil . Ridkshat

For thoss wi sbedy Chemising
Huonors it the undengraduam Byve| In
Ew oy, hié rebised vwill B fumiliar,
becausn P, G, Rokshits "Fhysical
CEserminiry’ in an Indispensabde ook
And the smaring Sarvendianadl was
il Ckeng Al Lant berier of his Hfe asking
foar a grant @ the canmal goviem-
manc. Sabgect: Heltam Gas Prejeci
Bus Bl hé eould finish tha keier,
e prsasd sy,

TR WA R Rt [ e e O o (o ;h
m
PO MRS L L raiony, g0kt
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~{Cash for rating: Monitor varsity

he cash-for-rating scam at the National Assessment and Accreditation
I Council (NAAC), an autonomous body under the University Grants
Commission (UGC), is an unfortunate development in the Indian higher edu-
cation space. NAAC was set up for awarding appropriate ratings for institutes of

., higher education based on several parameters,
a However, the CBI investigation into the alleged bribery of an NAAC team by
Guntur-based deemed university Koneru Lakshmaiah Educational Foundation

(KLEF) — also known as KL University — in exchange for an A++ rating for its
university exposes loopholes in the system. This incident punctures the credibili-

ty of NAAC ratings, which were expected to help students to make informed deci-
sions in choosing their colleges.

The CBI investigation revealed that the institutes can have their preferred mem-
bers in the inspection panel for as little as 50 lakh and exposed the rotten system
at the NAAC. Though the NAAC executive council has debarred KLEF from
accreditation for five years, the damage was done — for NAAC, KLEF and also

students.
Education officials should note that the NAAC's penal action — apart from dam-

aging KLEF's reputation — would also affect the future of hundreds of
w}lngmed KLEF because of the NAAC’s faulty rating, of students
LI manages vast educational infrastructure spread across three campuses —

one in Guntur and two in Hyderabad — and colleges offering education in Eine dis-
ciplines and a centre for distance education. It requires huge amounts of money
collected from existing as well as new students — to maintain this educational
infrastructure.

It the new student enrolment slows down after this controversy, which i
most plausible scenario, the shortage of funds could affect the qualff}r of educlgt}}ulg
imparted to the existing students in spite of them having no role in this sc am

The UGC should ﬂlepcfﬂre monitor the quality of education at KLEF am{ as a
long-term solution, devise a mechanism to allow the takeover of the errant educa.

tion institutes by other well-managed institutions, k"“.\ﬂ" <


Admin
Typewritten Text
ASIAN AGE (P-5), 10 FEBRUARY 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDU (P-5), 10 FEBRUARY 2025

From brain drain

to brain gain

India recpuires a multi-pronged strategy 1o transform
nto a ghobal study destmation not just for its
o studdents but also for internadonal learmers

amhitarn afd glehil ao-
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A 5
A gift horse’s teeth
Higher allocations are not enough
1o boost scientific research
T he Budget 2025-26 announcements sug-

t a potential bondnza for scientific re-
E:i_,m and development, The Finance
Minister cutlined ¥20,000 crore budgetary sup-
port for developing small modular reactors, with
the goal of readying five such reactors by 2033.
Ancther major initiative is the Research, Deve-
lopment, and Innovation fund, included in the
Department of Science and Technology (DST)'s
expected expenditure. This substantal allocation
iz expected to benefit start-ups and sunrise sec-
tors, though these remain undefined. The expec-
tation is that private sector entities will receive fi-
nancial support to boost R&D, a domain
historically dominated by government qurznding._
Indis’s RED landscape has long suffered from low
private sector participation. While government
funding has driven most sclendfic advamce
ments, private investment in research has re-
mained inadequate. Currently, private sector
RED contribution is only 36%: overzall R&D
spending in India was 0.64% of GDP in 2020, the
lowest since 1995, Over the last five years, busl-
ness enterprises have accounted for around 40%
of government R&D expenditure. Public sector
R&D units allocated only 0.30% of their sales tur-
nover to research, compared to 1.46% by the priv-
ate sector ip 2020-21, according (o DET estimates.
The government's T20,000 crove infusion
hikes the DET's total budgetary allocation to
arcund T28,000 crore, over three tmes last
year's allocation and seven times the actual ex-
penditure in 2023-24, These figures are encourag-
ing, but a key concern is whether such massive
investmenis can be effectively absorbed. Despite
India's strengths in technology-driven sectors
such as fuel, metallurgy, pharmaceuticals, tex-
tiles, IT, and biotechnology, returns from core
R&D and intellectual property generation are stll
meagre, Though the government has launched
ambitious missions in quantum computing, artif-
icial intelligence, and other cutting-edge techriol-
ogies, the supporting infrastructure remains (o
adequate. India still lacks the essential building
blocks, chipsets, semiconductor fabs, a skilled
engineering workforce, and a strong innovation
ecosysiem, to fully capitalise on thess invest-
ments. Without these, the lofty targets set for
R&ED growth risk falling short. The government
must present a clear road map on how private
sector entities can access these fands and what
tangible benefits the public can ect. Im-
creased funding alone will not guaran;ﬁ SUCCEess
unless structural bottlenecks are addressed. To
truly transform India into a research power-
house, the focls must shift to strengthening foun-
dational infrastructure, incentivising private in-
novation, and ensuring leng-term, Sustainable
engagement from industry leaders. Tl'-."*"‘l L
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Making examinations less
stressful for the students

upcoming exam that I wasa't ade-

quately prepared for, or even worse,
that somehow, 1 had studied for the wrong sub-
ject It is a fairly common dream and is believed
to reflect some arpdety that we may be experi-
encing, Experiencing this particular manifests-
tion of stress is at complete odds with my hasic
nature as [ty to not be anxiows even in the
most trying dreumstances, In fact, 1 remember
going with a friend to see Jurassic Perk on the
eve of an exam as [ thought I was adequately
prepared. As the father of two teenage girls, one
in Clasz 9 and the other in Class 11, | am nof pac-
ing in the corridors awalting their exam resuls
either. Don't get me wrong, 1 care deeply aboat
the quality of their education and understand
that the assessment Process is

il some years ago, | remember waking
I up to the occasional dream featuring an

thing rare: a space wiere arxdery can bevoiced
without fjudgment. Students get toengage with
the PM and draw the attention of the stakehold-
ers in the entire education ecosystem and the

« nathon, This dialogue-based appreach marksa
departure from the raditional wp-down model
of educatdonal reform.

As India opens Its doors to foreign univers-
ties, the existing education ecosystem also
looks to revamp our traditional rellance on sin-
zular. high-stakes examinations. Such efforts
are fortified through initatives like Manodar-
pan, which addresses mental health conoerns,
and PARAKH, which relmagines assessment
methodologies. By integrating credits for non-
academic pursuits, Automated Permanent
Aeademic Account Registry (APAAR) has red-
magined a framework that will shape the

future of education in India. The

designed to highlight learning out- development of 360-degree Holistic ©
mﬂ]ﬂﬁfﬂu&tﬂﬁ[hﬂﬂhﬁﬂ that my Hngmtaﬁsngaﬁhgmmretmmd
role as a parent to school-going chil- more nuanced evaluation systems.,
dren isn't to be my children's personal But the question remains, can PPC,
stress amplifier. The thrust of Prime a programme held annually, single-
Minister {PM) Marendra Modi's mes- ha:m.dl:.reiunmmgﬂe armjety sur-
sage to students and parents at the rounding exams? PPC atiempts a shift -

annual Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC)

Chaudhary

ir1 the mindset — to view exams not as

———  life~defining hurdles but as a process,

event captures this spirit of the ——

thoughs that “sducation is & journey,
anf:t“:gn.ma are just one chapter of the story”.
Exams are a snapshot of a child’s under-
standing of academic concepts and their appli-
cations. But can one exam truly capture the
qualities and attributes that shape a fulfilling
Kife? Todday's students face unprecedented pres-
sures, from social media amplifying every
achievement to the hustle culture urging them
to bulld emyplres between classes, The guiantifi-
cation of worth — through Likes, followers, and
grades has created an environment where
ress is magnified. Education should never feel
like a spectator sport where our children’s
offarts are scrutinised like performances on &
stage. 50, what can we do? As parents, our fore-
most role is toact as anchors. We must balance
ambition with acceptance, encouragLig qg
ch'rldrcnrusu'hrewhilzlemngmcm oo i

¥ R
wen his staunch political adversaries?
adnﬂBnE;m?:rate!:.r that as an ideatnr_zmd COMmL-
nicator, PM Modi sets me bar high. WIEI;I:;;
it's the Swachh Bharat M‘:?E'ﬁ};:t;an:nfuimg
or the recent Vikst ;
T:agﬁ%mugue. fhose F:;ET“IF;ES sl;la:mg
(MY of invelving youth — Tu
as E: ﬂn stakehobders at every LE?E'E in
_|;|.-aping s future, Amanj suc it
;ﬁ!’?gmmﬁﬁ];d hack in 2018, creates sonve-

Ttinspires all smakeholders to take col-
lective responsibility for creating an environ-
ment where academic challenges are
approached with confidence, resilience, and a
sense of perspective. However, beyond the day
of PEC, real change requines consistent effort —
athome, in schools, and in how we define suc-
cess and failure, William Blake, in his poem
The Schoofboy, wrote, “How can the bird that i
born for jow, sit in a cage and sing?" Srass, like
a cage, stifles potential, and when freed from it,
sichenis often surpass expectations and break
glass crilings. When not weighed down by fear,
their true abilities shine,

We don't have all the answers, and perhaps
that's the point. Qur role as parents, teachers,
and policymalkers is to listen, to let go, and to
trust that our children are resilient and
stromger than we aften believe, W need to rec-
agnise tharvulnerabaity is not a weakmess and
that is what makes us human. Let's celebrate
the diverse paths our children take towards
success and build the perspective of educaton
as an enriching, empowering, and liberating
jourmey, '

Jayanr Clevielhary is mwiscer of Share {inde-
pendent clharge), meiriziry of skifl developmeent
and entrepreneurship, and minister of Sate.
vefucarion, The views expressed are p,_-_r_-a.:un“]
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What has the Budget offered scientists?
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o anclusnry greerds, wihiile
ermpleseTs nvight provide
renl-time da on skills
Baps. crvaking o conii-
s Il:-np of leamaigge ael
aikapaatinn

M and prediciive ana- |

lwbes play o orucial mfde i
career guidance by pio-
viding studenis witli a

| L |

T o, W
i XY
AT
I*ris
;?"Il'
T
thips
Exs
. YL
i
Pra
Ml
o
il
L2
&
|
rd!
|
| &
M
Ex
= ] ]:.I
A Hlunmsssni handbe the fasi-eveiving  ed data, wheeeas Al-pow-  such as upskiBng in data  that are demanded inthe o0 as g nee credl- | 5
Ui India, cureer guad-  landseap ufih:‘lu!lrruruﬁ ered 'phl.'l'nrrnsnndulrhru- sclenes, {!—].hbar:a&riu:.'. vr  workfonoe. :L?[ 1?grnct;:|1l.m¢!1.:ﬁ?rlmlu ?
ance has gvolved signifi-  echrology. tools raw provide person- — hesfihcare, bosed on cuar- Today., with the predict demand for spe- |
camily oeer lhedm*'-r five Cver the past live  alised puidance by rentjob market demands.  advent of Al and predic-  cifie foles iy industrics
yestrs, Influgnced oy wech- - years, the analytes indus- — anabysing o student’s skills Traditicnally, corric-  tive anahytics, educationgl  like climate tech, space |_
nlogical advandements, Iy has evolved signifi- - and mterests agalest eeal-  ula and syllabi in schools  stinwtions are leveraging  exploration, ethiczl Al |
chatping job markets,  cantly. Belore 2020, it time job market data. and universities weee pri-  these technolopies 10 regulstion et
and & growing [ocus ol rsainly Iﬂtu:gd Hu.hHHiL' I-powersd tools  marlly shifped by powern-  adapt currleuls in ceal- [nterestingly, we
kil development. Tradi- - dath analysis, with Al process vast amounis of  ment regulations and  dme based oo job market  could chserve that an
tionally. career cown-  Lools stllin carly develop-  data frome sources ke ok education- detnimds and personakise  integrased eCOsyEIEm |
mﬂ:gg in Iniia '.l.m.la.l:gTI:.' mﬂ'lg._ E}'IEIIE | .';Ihand marked wrends, ekills al  hoards™., e lenrmning for students by would evolve wiere st
i erive process, rely-  machine learning have ‘ ] | .
mlaén.ﬁl]rﬂﬂfnm-hgz isteitna ey o E-Frﬂ- ~=llering valuable  dens, schook, employers,
imeractlans with school  viding more accurate,

£

rare accifaie readmap
prsrured 1o conform

sirengths, and job marker!, T tmally ‘mentor” tham.

sofHial eeprckations
Wil such |Imited
Ruldlanee, ared with career
counseling Iargely
dependent on tecoi-
menedaiinns based i
grademic porfrmancs,
stidonls were aften
onwwhre of emerging
career Hehds oy mpend oiins
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-8), 12 FEBRUARY 2025

Not Just Skilling, But
Learning to Learn

Tndia’s higher education system is at a pivotal moment. The
choices made today will shape the country’s intellectual and
economic landscape tomorrow. While NEP 2020 is ambitious,
the current discourse, often fixated on skilling, risks missing
the bigger picture. Education isn’'t merely about equipping yo-
ung people with job-ready skills but about fostering adaptabi-
lity, critical thinking and a deep-rooted ability to learn, a ne-
cessity in our rapidly evolving, tech-driven world.

State public universities (SPUs), set up and run by state go-
vernments, serve over 80% (32.5 mn) of higher ed students.
Historically, their expansion has been instrumentalin increa-
singaccesstoeducation. SPUs havethe reach and studentbase

P to become hubs of R&D and innovation.

s o x4 & Yet, as a new NITI Aayog report, ‘Expan-

W A" §ing Quality Higher Education Through

§ SPUs’ highlights, they remain underfun-

— ded and bureaucratically shackled. Over

| 40% of faculty positions are vacant. Only

10% of SPUs have well-equipped research
facilities.

Gol is working on a framework to represent contributions of
knowledge-driven sectors. This is commendable. But building
a strong roof first requires building a solid gmund floor, Inste-
ad of nurturing inquiry and innovation, many institutions
churn out graduates who struggle to pivot beyond the limited
scope of their degrees. If we genuinely seek a Viksit Bharat,
both Gol and states must not only increase allocations for hig-
her ed, as NITI rightly recommends, but also make smart and
focused investments. Uniscan’tbe degreefactoriesmeetingen-
rolment targets. This is not about abstract ideals but instilling
an ever-evolving process suited to the ever-evolving real world.

The transition from access to excellence isnow an imperative.
ex/s
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SRIDHAR RAJAGOPALAN

INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-13), 12 FEBRUARY 2025

No more incrementalism

The scale of India’s learning crisis demands bolder action

THE AMMLLAL 5TATUS of Education Reper
[ASER] 2004 offers a glimomer of bope about
Iriia's edlicarion Lindscaps. 10 suggests that

with Understanding amd Kumerady) Bharat
iR with rigesn Hewever, the report ko
andersrones 2 sobering realiny: Delays in
achieving universal fndaional Hieracy and
rnarmerasy | AN sk beadng milkors of dhi-
direnywachout the basic-dklls negpssany o lead
dliganified Hees, VWhile saies ane makag fArickes
— thiough material distsitation, stnecsed
pedagpogy, and teacher maining — four critical
strateglies remain undenailised, Thisse Seps,
though politicatty challenging. could acoeler-

ale progess [oveard ensuming avery dhild ai-
Faing FLM by 210,

Public aaareness campasgns hove prosed
maEEaTachve in sectors fike Peath (for ex-
armple, the Pulse Pollo-drive Land sounse Vet
echcation — partindarty FLN — latksa compa-
rahile secietal mebilisaton. & sustuned cen-
paign rould sotlighe the urgemcy of founda-
fimal skilks, clanfy the ralkes of parenas and
communities sl dessigmatise sysemic
shortoomings. Forinstance, framing questors
b "Can sy S-yni-0id in wour netglibour-
ema] et a 5.|mplu.-pang:ra|:|h'-" sl b
grass oot arrooriabilils

Fonmarracaliy the mionale sclear; Shadies
shiov that imvestmends m FLN yeld rehams
£ o SR hmies Puigher than |ater remadial
programmes like vocational traming.
o], grvesmimens olten svoid aadhcam-
pakans, learing that ey expose systemic Gl -
ures. This mundser mrst sPEL Trans prame it
comenuniconn ahout iraming gaps. coupled
wilh actionalde guslance i parents [Tor in-
stance, encouraging children to read sgn-
boasds or mewspaper beadlines, practisicg
Coiinting L &an nam hoseholds snen allies

the private secior's posential col-
Rk b s R P
ecarryphe, st stales demist ASER lindings
Al 56 b st ondy lecd as-
sesmments like the Matiomal Achievement
Surviey [MAS) by the Mational Council of
Educational Research and Trsiring E‘IIET,L
ar sLabe governmient studies despie serious
s over quabity aisd ret hodohogical
Fe i 5ad Eﬂ.ﬂ. ﬂun:lr:hn:ta.lw lirmets
fon gt i Ed e g R LI

Effective partmerships coukd invelve edu-
canon echnology irmsdess npirg A ool o
aiseis oral readieg Hmﬂ;:mmwwjim-
Fiages, grasseoot MG scalieg
reymedial progranmmes, CaR mitatres fundeg
) e m resouces o feacher imining and
e mcliihials l»\:l‘l.l'ﬂ:ﬂl.'l.‘l.l“ I stnaciursd

privaie serior has many "shady players” but
traad shwoudd ber e as-a chaflenge Bl can b=
drarcomie v th due diligenco. The goal is in
posbion AL a5 a national misson where all
skl iders — powemirnierie MODE, Corpara-
e, amd citizens = conimbukbe.
ASSESEITITHES andafnen viewed a3 punitive
rather than diagnostic. States must reframs
[ A% ool 1o *shine a spothighl™ an Raps
ard guide intenvenbions. Forinstance, ASER'S
s, hoesedadil -t Rets reveal stark dis-
paniies: In 224, onby 45 per cem of Grade v
stugherts incroral India ooald pead 2 Crade §-
leve] demt. Remdar, cransparend reparmieg of
contechual

s s — parmes] with anadyzis
-can helpieachers Gilor remuctions and pol-
I-I‘!.h'llﬂlmaﬂdl:it&mhwm

Emerging echnologies can resolionize
astesiments Al-powersd toods o measune
ozl reading Meency provading neal-tame fesd-
Bk o studenis. Ediech solistions thal hawe
been rigoeoushy tested and assessed gamsfy

andliipmee athe s and lar-
puage and ifkrate this potential, However,
1Fuese innivations requine
mn Eynxmm;nMrm-enﬂd
asseriments, stabes cam bramsForm rav s
mEnactiorables insiphts

Gy srafey fmeal ks B ming oulonimas
ag pofitical habilities, suppressing wn-

w5 peran o shanedd saiewice favousrahle data For instance, India’s wirh-
Cmverrenirs officas ofen e tharthe - draaalBomibe Brossamme i gemanicnal

Snudent Assesement (FIS4) aéter poor rank-
iNEs i 2009 reflects this defensiveness, vt
COHTEMUTERies e aready mwane of gesremic
shoricomings — svident in rising private
Sl el enEs. G PR the oSt

The Swachh Bharat campaign's sucoess
Thingged cinacknowkedaing Incba's saralation or-
sis: similarky FLW progress demands modour
Stntes fike Pungab, vwhich publichy ielessed the
chisrral NS 021 resuirs aned launchied mpemd
refiorens, show that ransparency drves um-
provemnent Cemhrating indemenlal g —
wihile operiy addressing sechacks — o ikl
DAL Bt i sustan rkenEtiuin

Thie NIFLIN Bhast ineciative, teachir nin-
I prograrenes, and cumoadar reforms are
comimendaile first steps. Howevar, the sale
of irhia’s learning mists demaands bolider ac-
nan. & narioareide FLM carmpaign, nokrst pri-
wate partnerships, dara-dniven assessrnents,
andunfinching anspanenoy ooald bridae che
gapbebavenantent and i

‘With 0G0 — the deadline for che Linned
th{ﬁ:'ﬁu.'::imbhnwﬂuwﬂﬁm —ap-
proacung, india Canmaot afford incremendad
15wy, AS ASER 2024 reminds ws, aveiy yaad of
delury represenes  genemtion denied e nght
fncundational skals The pathifonward s cear
I 5 time for sfates ressal it with courage

Tl veriter 15 ro- vt aifilie ot odsiu-
"I-fﬂ, Promec] Eodescotiosmad Ininubves
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will provide much-needed clarity for UGC's initiatives

:N 5 GURMDTR

WE HANTE COBE a long iy sinoe estdbish:
fing The first thaee unieorsits in India - in
Bombay. Calowtta and Madras — in 1857,
Despite the significant role instiutces of
higher Iearning s pecialy unfersities, has
played i shaping intellechusd and soclal life
inhndlia. theere = an appaling lack of refoctie
distussion on Hhe idea of mriversy idaca-
tigmin our polices and pracicss.

The University Grants Comnissian
ALICC ), watvichy e 2t i o TIS aid teecane
a stamutory body in 1956 0 repulase Indan
higher educalicn, i e s again al the
CEnITe of puklic dehale die e s pelicy de-
crpgng, The inconsistensy of it e an
waihes guch 48 MPhil, PaD, and CARE-&a

ofben ipiies onbson, Vet in Huese
debates, both the policies and the ensarg
crtiques often miss 2 cudal element = -
leciion om thavery idea of the uniersty
the nature of the kearmng it shoald am o
foster Thenelore, i heromes esennial b asic
Wt ke ol imstibetion i 3 unifeersing T Froem
wihene it o Bas it come 1o us?

Theasgh India Boasts of ancisnt wevwers-
toems Fi ke Ml o Toahcs s il v unedier-
standag of 'wihat Rind of insrcutions they
weere —Ehent disciplinary macriy and ther
pedagogcal mezhods — i oo limied 1o re-
corerroct their rrasdeds, Cur canemposasy
umpersities for good or had, have e bed
far by mheritieg the stroctures of the
Western musdel Therelare, understanding
e inbalbactual hisinrg of unoverdbes nthe
Vet is 2 Cruial ste o dervelo ping police:s
and practices Ehat can shape the fotiure of
umiveErsities im India )

The moevers iy, oneof the oldest inslibe-
s, Rt omiy b (s sy and Church, has
iy an enportant e i Ehaping Wesiem
culeure and chviksation. This fale, hawsever,
is il Wiehiotst s s, From Iremanuie] Kant
Ba Jacquiss Dermida, philoenphen hawe long
bt 1he-challerges [aced by eedve mities
Ad-ShashiksaSrinfossen, in e ek Ldemal
EdwrnHort g for Disgennins (2018, idenli-
{ies, the ditute o undvessity problems mEhe
Wit s aften been artioclated wm tens of
ihe kdea of educatiom, the nabee of knosl-
edge and bearmeng that & invelwes. To make
gemm ofcannemporary chalerges, ik s belp-
Fuad o ol i thee Bistorical developrmien

FERTuhe

um.::,mwu Errope birthed e instilatisn
o the unhveriner, which, in Latin, medns
witrale, thee unhverss o the vl In Romas
st it s asociated with puiks,
socielieg, mmium or bodies. It_'.'lll'S- &
guild fgrmed Tar the purssit of leaming I
ks andd v rooled in dhweingcal shud-
fet. Latee, 11 iescarme & plare B0 insinicting
children of the ruling clazs. builiding them
irim gentlervasn. Despite the ransformanon
of the unhrsity Bom i (heoogics mots
fielis 4 so<uilar nstitution thi pursa Lol learm-
g 4! thie cultivation of the sell namained
cnleal 15 e tdea ol The peiversfias

Thi pre i sty f Liniviersi s S EUTGEE
rmsary e raced back: to the Greel fradisen.
The aspiratinns of the medern idea ol the
wriErsiny resanabed with Sorates’s &
Ingic method, Fao's Academy, the

e —
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The idea of a universi

Understanding its mission as producing knowledge-makers

Ansioteisan decplinary matns, and goaks
of knguiry. IE. a5 philosaghir Micheel
Dakeshott emphasizes the universicy
should be a place whesi mamg vices jom
inkhe cormeersatacs, Socranes. whiss peda
gogy engaged athers in dialogue, and his
dictam “an uinexamingd Lfe & not veorth
Treing™ shaail il guinde the unbeersity oulbme,
nust 1o inesciee Flabe's dialogues and cav
allegnry. Agistotle's mode| of rational -
iy, bis conictons in metaplysics Aot
achinlars’ desire 30 know Ehe wold far s
ooam Sale and other inke [lectsil Virmes ex-
semplified in: his works shoull continue oo
iEpIFE CONOEPPOTATY Universily pracrioes.
Thiereiore, ore can see Weslimn sholaship
olirs fowisiiing the Gresk bradkniom

Theidial efuniversiny education. articu-
lzed by Wilhilmovon Hamboldt, a eh-ten-
sury Prusstaneducatiaist ard reformerin-
spired the estabishment of e Unreersity of
Bk i SR04 - B0, @ o vy, (Rt
i giobal releranoe pirnt. This ides ol
a urdsersibg whichwent haadin hamd rith
the Eormnatien ol natooeaies inBuroge, was
eopwnrerd against vocational sducation, ihe

mice ol Ehi Mapoteanic pesd. For

Cenmrgns, retnn-baldng iieoived i moble
idea el hikdumg cultieating the seif of e ot~
iz Hreragh Bheral-ais sducaton. Within
i rand m:.-.drﬁll'lr?-'l.:lﬂ.gn.l'lhlhmﬂ
|m‘.h:r;g.n1alr:n:l:l]‘r! UnRserHly 45 SEnng
ke i b P GLRDE. r

The: isnreersiny was copsived a5 2 e-
sppchy instebuts, bot the activity of ressarch
ik Moot w1 FRans fo anered —
e xample., producng patenis — but o lal-
elang. |t wos presumed that along wirlh ma-
renal instinitions ik hespitalsand resenue
departrmanis, reflelive and scfulaily ingsi-
patiore 14E unpepssities wene alsn @ neces-
mtlnlﬁnmfullmrﬂﬁ-m e Wihie
the Humbokd sredel [oousnd on the Fee-
dm dszach, leam and reseach, Jehn Herey
epapan's Thi fdez af o Unisesiy in Brtain
o bepcd Ly byl 45 3 place [ |||.|-
parting universal kewledge resulling in
hroades linesal edueations iE argued thas

(neer He lasn B0 vears, the
coneens and practice of
wnaversity eulucahon have
g o sea change,
peseileing ina vast hody of
ke lealize albeur ses past arsl
future, Knowing how people
acted nod made chodoes inche
ot will I'I-\.."'.'pu.-. fianke

o clasiees in the
present. Though we use poms
such as lileral 2rts education,
comdfrrence, seminar and
researchy g refer to knowledpe
prachection in contemporzry
cimmes, we lu; yot 1o make
sense of theny as historcally
handed-dowmn lepacies with
Iarded comnent; simply
reproducing them as hlanket
fervne wall it helpus,

C R =anbmar

krurod g G K s o end,

Chay the bt EOO e, the concept and
jiractice of undversity education have un-
dergone 4 sea change, resulting = a vast
hedy of knowiedge about s past and fu-
ture. Thepefome | am et geapaaing thi idea
of pong bock 4o e cligacal notion of the
university, Iessead, | roughly SURESSE 35
Cheldnn Pelleds iah ere Bax, that kraow
g ey penple acied and made chaioes m
thir st 'wi R Beipus make informed choices
i e present.

Thorghreve use s soch s b el -ans
educaom, oonlerence. semima-and reseidh
b refr b bz e i o] LR N TR
jporany b, we huree yet 1 ol e of
thermn as taston cally handed-dowiy egaces
with leaded comtent: smply e predusing
them as Blankes terms will not kelp ui
without lisbecical umsderstanding, fhesce
Praciives appear AL SETiOTEs

s a e i heere aroficlal sadvRigese Al
|5 reshaping §he knowiiedge econamy, e
et ol SPT DeCames even mary L
Al oo ke ChatGIT for esample, can pro
ey bartRer winne-ups, But they canmo b oules-
wale the se i Addiionally, i understand
fthe unisersily a5 a g lor diflerent voces
cdinvidsig oo inderdizaplinary cantney, -
resperiive of soesces angd humanities, will
ety bgeim e e eRe Wi sach ooher

Lisewies, wnderstandisg the univer-
Ry mieson a5 producieg ko] edie-
makers, those whv deek lewwle dge Tor s
o sakee, wil | prosid e mmocE-nesded dag
iy P LG 8 il LR D ETim SECIVErS 35
scholars and siemtist.

Tl bding o fo e idedof the uniersty
shomchel ahove Bvaebut itisvaser o gk
Fror alvermutive misdes of learmeng sl ey
Loy i e We'es v el sewdwere i Buiiding
ratr s i B FD gRury

T wmier; SWF i iisfenog fellow; remnes
f"‘gu,l:mlmt:rﬁﬂlkl|rulth?nr5'. 1
mrtlonon of A Noganis Alama Pralidm

and the S lmaginaoan willspon ik

pfibised b Mo Black
TRy
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AlSetto Give Voicetg
Endangered Aadi Vaani

Apptobridge linguisti
: 5el ICBap betw
Engl Ish & Hi n_d_l and tribal langya gE:sn
Nidhisharmy

rning in : 0, the Coi .
N mother tongyg mefmre"fqui'ﬁﬁsﬂfd
u

cibity of 1I:'?|.n$:'l.a,

Mwarene | tingual dictignayy
s e el

riballanguagpes -
W ill_he oxl En-lT:f?tl:: i

i e ! Ees gracd
bdenit ified, bold BT "Thmm'liﬂn “m“m"w“m“d nuht-ﬁ:ﬁhw

1M in i m.,mz'u":'fml Educating Policy — |m'G the PEimEry o

| Cation FHTT
aviiLable frop DhliJ'lﬂ%?ﬂi:yﬁmmmr b — -
Eg:rd?rhglhm student can py L-I:ﬁlmI :
1 ugl |
ranslation in Uﬁ;t?'llr?'?:l?le ooy Ll o

languags in audig rnlp:rlzaut-l%r?;i{‘:'fuhhﬂ‘}.haj ::D‘Elmﬂlsenas
FErsin who - Blpa
text in umu.;;ﬂtmhﬁ" the triba Jsmgml:‘g,- Been provided
Hirsdi "|n!ltlu1.|1.- th'f:—'{‘!l' et iny |':I'.||D'J_|.:|,|| ar by Tribial
will b v ila"l"i”S‘-Lntlhx:j'hr Speech faciliyy, — PeSearch
i1w:lill'mr-:.-rgm,_.dnIDrhrrthﬂnlu_aﬂrmlwu.llg Institutes
As per 197] 'ilmlﬂus.a.n:.'l-mnlmm}:h' sald theofficia)
=005 15 considered endan l-."l':nﬁ ;g'lhﬂﬁl:ly'lgr.-_:,
launched by Prisidesii “l'-lllll.'u.rh M Aversionol the ap
iy feas parinered with T Dethi, iy 5 ] .
puir and BITS Pilan| f'““*lﬁulnut:-.a:'ﬁﬁfl;'f““'- UIF Naya Rai
px et i has bien provided |J!|"]"I'|'|.:=Ellﬁ:'r['ru1:!E'|;c [he lunguage
A senior official, involved in the projee Tmﬂ“&“"l!']f'ﬁ _
has b1 dﬂ\'l’_‘t-lltll"’li h-'_i' studenis af Ih‘Eh"'Ir-'N.'ﬂflj 1:| ﬂ'll.’dﬁll‘,l
withinsix months This ""Ff':'”“ﬂ'“".‘ﬂdtiﬂ#aﬁmﬁ rnsltemrl'm
l:.';':ml;ltn.ﬂ“"laking o 5""-'3"5|"_”|'-'“‘-"'5"|H!J'uu|:n "T-EII!'I-!-LHIEI:::“ % Lh_i_‘-
The app will have Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Moo K
Raat speeches in the four tribal languages as well The app will
|5 have a eedback loo, In case ol 6rvars intranslation whicha
als G AT by prsimt L, these oien be done and the 4 integrated
I.P;::-t-r;i.un poial sl pick these upand cormect for o usage
[k
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IT 12 PAISNFUL o Pezar that a sicechanoelion
afficais of the Nabonal Accredstaison and
Assessrnent Counol | NAALCY, profeisors of
prestipous metiertons and office-bearners of
anappaneitly “tagh- anking” uweerssy wee
armesed meoenichy for bribes Alleged by given and
takenvin e hargs i hetferrankings. It sdou-
bby patnful (o see the system descending 1o
the formuphon thal was ande slimmabed.

Transparency and accountabibsty were
vmighit sita the accreditanon system almaost
13 years agn, Compleme diginsanon of every
process tha began with the receiving of ap-
plicanions. processng them and uploading
deficenoes o geneanng the fnal apprmal
lefiers was a pach-breaking ransfermation
Thal benight ale gre s ot cned-
ihiling Al interacnonwith the nanagement
of 1 mstitutes was either curbed com
pletely o keps fn 2 minimum. Al popert vis-
115 were mplaied with anline wpdating al
dars varh ofMise nisits lemded oo the ad-
drewang of compiamis

Regulators have, Iy the nanare of their
Mhmcﬂwmrmmmmmme
breaks the rule and someore 15 expecied to
brng them tnbook:. The m either done or not
done for 3 price. The oyche s dificulr o break
wetuzn chi stakoes gt bagher That sasd, = ooi-
TL A e phenomenon which i
juligedd o etfucal grounds Y AICTE. helore the
redorm, was often sen a6 steeped |n Ss-
temmec cormupnon that included confictngine
cefiirees, discrefionary and monopalisthic
parveery, kack of tmnsparenoy, and acul e of
impany; Thise stemmed lnom weskresses
mdue procised wlach seme imshiumons ex-
pimited. Hew proceses we e deveoped with
civerks and halanoes and these were hard.
coded g an e-governance system The
AICTE Fuad a karge contimgent of pmpioyees
wihovwere an deputanion, while the restwens
emtrerched im the old ways. This comiina-
hon erastdrkitutional memany omthe one
hand and encouraged impunityeon e orker
AL SICTE, everyune onde pukation was re-
placed .iI'III]-'I]‘E‘FET‘ITH.HEI'I'I Al ranefered.
These decivors carne af 3 e, with threaty

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-10), 13 FEBRUARY 2025

We owe this to the youth

Checking graft in the education ecosystem requiresd

combination of technology and value instruction

Transparency and
accountabiliey were brought
inee the sccreditation svstem
almose 13 years ago
Complere digitisation of
every process that began
with the recening of
applications. processing
them and uploading
deficiencies to generating the
final approval ketters was a2
path-breaking
transformation that browghi
abour great instimitional
credibility. All interaction
with the mansgement of the
institutes was cither curbed
completely or 'cht v a
minimwme All expert visits
were replaced with online
updating of daca, warh offline
visits limared o the
ackdressing l:'hrl.'l'lll'llhji:ll.'l.lli

hatly personal and professional. Today, the
Mﬁdhﬂmﬂﬂdﬂm@m
| NBA enjoy a fair degres of credibilicy. The
systeen i still ot foal pevof and securing it
Agabnst corrupton remains 4 wark in
progress, Himweves, oiher regulafory Jgencies.
especially in the education myler, could il
Ao well toJeam from AICTE s expenienor.

|5 corruption |imated only lo govermn-
ment estatlishments ! There are any aurm-
ber af pravate companies that indulge m
corrugtEan, This is not & guestion of your
corruptian vs my cormuption. The msue 53
tack of vallaes i the people whi run the sy-
tems. That said, the government — with
franspadency and good govermance as 1
supreime 1enes — st ead the way bopre-
went all farms al corniphon.

The preasure ta sudceed foday i im-
mense, Technology can b & leveeller. Hut it
can paly do so much. That's wihy the ne-
farms iniriated more than a decade ago re-
cpaine fallowsup today, eapecially Decause
saciety places a premoum o education like
never before Oureducation system has
dane vl 1o produce entreprensars, palio-
ciany, doctors. ergneers, artits and actors.
Even then, it is time to re-emagmne it by
e pareg vales in focus

AL TImE, comuption 15 hidclen in our so-
cieties. All parties want (o keep their ransac-
teans secrel For some, it could be doing
sameanr~a fmendhy b, for ochers it coukd
e jusst remmat “rishehaviour” Different peo-
ple understand cormuption differently.
Inchdents of comuption kead o calls for re-
frm. Howeewer, meforrs can ondy result from
paradigm shifs.

Hiorey 8o effect this paradipm shift in the
education eoosysiem ! The realisation that
corruplicn if bad and must be dealvsathisa
goud starting poant. Serom is Lo anderstand
the palifical econcnyy of the sysem.
Agencies like MAALC and MNAA must realise
thual the s takes are Fugh [of the management
ranning theese inssinses. They rase the fees
hesec] cmn hetter sarkngs ol Frence, Dy will
dowhatesers it alies. Afierall. mekings Irae.

labe gyt hursdreds ol fnoreg &ach Jomissiin
yealr, il o speak of the safe of so-called
“managernent seaty”

The WAACS proposed nary accredita-
tion sy e an answer. However i tends o
gloss orwer the finer apects of quality and
PRILS EVETYONE &1 an eqaal -ﬂlﬁiﬂﬂ[‘l’li’!.
Theere i< lea the probilem of visiieg expert
s v are expecied mvensdy the daims
Theti2 4 !'lllg'l‘.' SLEMNG poafil [ CosTulion
Data updoailed 1o the site instangly, verified
through thind pasmes and legacy data with
discrepancess Nageed mstanthy, is an idea
winth explonng Dvailodker, a seoune doud-
bused platanm for the storage, dhanng and
werifcaticn of doouments and cernficates.
provides acoess 10 suthenbe digiial docu-
imenty oihe atven's dipta document wal
et Wyt maioe (T manesbony for every in-
snute o upload 1 thesr docurments, bath
acadernic and adminisoradve. chat can be
used a5 pramarny sources for venfication?

The Mexican economist Angel Gurmia.
e wias OECTH secretai al Bereaeii
206 and 2021, framed the probiem apthy
“Inbegney. ransparency and the fight agams
corruption have b be part al the calfure.
They have 10 be aught a5 furdamental wd
ues,” b sand By all stcoarils indiddaal ac-
riom has proved insficient (o LEgeL Sy
termic corrupion Experts e Curmla hae,
thermefore, emphatised colbective acrion.
Hivmewer, whaneswer the method, it wall be
najve bo expect tal comupisan will disap-
pear fomm sockety, Chur effiorts meast betoren
il i and protec the vuineratile, Reeping the
Mﬂﬂ!lnﬁ'ﬁﬁmﬂl 1§ ATl
il pre-requisite for catening D the nesds of
mu{myulml}'.ThmmuImwp-
By are e by the tguayer. The ooss of tor-
ruptzen in the sducahon system e paid by
the cauniey s wouth,

Corrupimin may B as ald as burean his
oy, Moveever, segulatory heads and vice-
chancelbors ought fokead by example. That
couhd be the procursorn [ syabamic change

The werler 1 furmer chdirman, AICTE
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‘Bill on anvil to setup
co-op studies’ varsity"

Zia Haq

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment is on course to set up a uni-
versity for cooperation studies
and a bill towards this purpose
will be passed by Parliament
soon, Union home and coopera-
tion minister Amit Shah told a
parliamentary consultative
meeting held on Tuesday.

Addressing the meet, which
discussed key programmes of
the ministry, Shah said the uni-
versity will train professionals
for the cooperative sector, an
official quoted the minister as
saying. The bill aims to convert
the Institute of Rural Manage-
ment, Anand (IRMA) into a uni-
versity, to be known as the
“Tribhuvan Sahkari Univer-
sity”, and declare it as an

“institution of national | P
£

impertance . +
- Cooperatives are collec-
tive enterprises owned
jointly by their
members, who

share profits and losses equally.

India’s cooperative sector,
over a century old, provides live-
lihood to millions, especially
women, in sectors such as dairy,
fisheries, finance, housing and
agriculture, The cooperative sec-
tor's is worth over 150 lakh
crore, as per the Economic Sur-
vey 2022-23.

The minister said the govern-
ment proposed to set up at least
one primary agricultural cooper-
ative society or PACS in every
panchayat of the country. |

“To realise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's mantra of ‘Sah-
kar Se Samriddhi’ (prosperity
through cooperatives), the reach |
of PACS is being ensured in every
village,” Shah told the meet

attended by top officials.
He also said that the Cen-

y tre was working with the

Reserve Bank and the

finance ministry to arrive
'L at similar tax structures for

- both the corporate

and cooperative
SEC1Ors
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BRIDGING EDUCATION & JOIBS: ARE
CERTIFICATES ENOUGH WITHOLT SKILLS?

8 L WS
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Breaking barriers: Building a

future for women in science

Trailblazing women scientists continue to defy the odds, proving that inclusion is

not just a marter of fairness but a necessity for scientific and societal Progress

n the 21st century, where

scientific breakthroughs

conlinue to shape our
waorld, the persistent under-
representation of women in
SCENCe remains a glaring
issue, Women have been at
the forefront of some of the
greatest scientific achieve.
ments across the globe in
diverse fields from basic sci-
ENCe o space science,
Despite these inspiring role
models, systemic barriers
continue to stifle women's
participation in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM). It
time we confront these chal-
lenges and build a future
where women can truly thrive
in science, What kind of sci-
entific world are we building
if we exclude halfl of our
population?
Without the full participation
of women, we lose access to
a vast pool of talent, creativ-
ity, innovative solutions

that could address some of

our biggest challenges. Many
girls are discouraged from
pursuing science from a

age due o stereotypes
m me these fields as
“unsuitable” or “voo difficult.”

The so-called “leaky pipeline”
begins to take its toll as early

=

F

as high school, with fewer
girls opting for science-relat.-

ed studies and careers.

Even for those who break
through these initial hurdles,
the challenges persist in high-
er education and profession.-

al life, Women in research face
a lack of mentorship, unequal
access to funding and sys-
temic biases in hiring and
Promctons.

The numbers speak for them-

selves; UNESCO reports that
only 35 per cent of STEM stu-
dents Y are women,
and their re ntation in
leadership roles remains even
lower. In India, the All India
SLI.I!"-'-E'}' on Hi hrl:' [-",dur;al_'i..nn
(AISHE]) contirms that while
the number of women pursu-
ing science has grown, their
presence in top research posi-
tions and leadership roles is
still dismal.

Despite these odds, many
Indian women scientists have

defied the status quo and
achieved remarkable success,
Dr Indira Hinduja revolu-
tionised reproductive medi-
cine by developing Indias
first test-tube baby in 1986
and pioneering the gamete
intr ian transfer (GIFT)
technique. Dr Soumya
Swaminathan’s leadership as
Chief Scientist at the World
Health Organization { WHO)
played a crucial role in glob-
al health policy. Kalpana
Kalahasti, a senior scientist at
ISR, was instrumental in
India’s triumphant
Chandrayaan-3 mission and
earned a spot in Mature's list
of notable figures in 2023,
These trailblazers not only
pushed the boundaries of
scientific knowledge but also
broke societal barriers, paving
the way for future penerations
ol women in science. Does
this make any difference to
the society? Society benefits
from more inclusive and
comprehensive solutions
when women are at the fore-
tront of scientific innovation
Areas like maternal health,
gender-specific medicine and
community health interven-
tioms often flourish because of
women scientists who under-
stand these challenges first

BIU
DHARMAPALAN

hand. Inclusion isn't just about |

fairness—it's about enrich-

ing science itself. So, how do |

we move forward? Building a

future for women in science |

requires collective effort on
multiple fronts.

We must dismantle the struc-
tural barriers hindering
womens advancement, pro-
vide mentorship .
and promote polices that
ensure equal hiring, funding,
and career oppor-
tunities, Educational instit
tions should actively encour-
age girls to pursue STEM
fields, while workplaces must
offer flexible work environ-
ments that allow women
balance personal and profes-
sional responsibilities.

[t 15 time to tear down these
barriers and buld a Ruture
where every young girl who
dreams of becoming a scien-
tist can dio so wathowt limita-
tons When wormen are given
equal opportunities to con-
tribute to soence, we all stand
to gain—Iirom groundbreak-

|
ing discoveries o a2 more

inclusive and prosperous | &
[

world,

[ The writer iz the Dearn-
Academic Affarrs, Garden |
City University, Bangalore,

views are personal) |
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The MBA dilemma: Why degrees

. i
T RDD

Once considered a guaranteed pateway to lucrative carcers, the MBA is under
scrutiny as unemployment rates rnise—ceven among graduates from elite instimtions
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rrange things are going on worldwads in

memhﬁ:cmmumn.ﬂnehe

oo hand, there sppears o be a shormge
. of medical doctors, while at the sasne
time govermimen s, and In many ¢ases gla
medical chirctors themselves, uppose incessad
aroess t the sudy af mediciee. As a resl, thens
has treem an increase In inrermatonal mobiiny of
meddical shodents from kigh-, mid- and
lowincome counsries. Whdle ance medical
educhn was Inematioeal, mow i = aabonaly
regudated, b at the same time
inrernatoralised, Because af national and ghsbal
Health needs, i B worth exarmining this particolar
global medical environmeni.

Mo o knowwa how sy infermabonal
studenes are studying in medicad schools ourshe
their home cousries, Dur 4 coservalive estimate
mizint put the camber i be more than 2,00,000
— ey of [hem in nSIrunons ard oousiries witl
questivrable quality of medical on. To
fEive &n mdicarbon, Ukraine, before the Russian
imvwason, had 24,000 medical ssudents from
abread, mairdy, bur ol exclusively, Oroen India.

The India crisis
Indin Is an intercsing example. The country has a
severe shonage of doctocs. The demand lor
pleces in medical cofiepes 15 considerable and, as
a result, competition for places i€ nbense,
Anrrually, approxdemzsely 2.3 million stodenis si
[ thie nackma medical schoal entry
e mination, buk cnhy ooe i anound 32
siceesshl candidares Is sble s enier the

The Mot competiion for medical seacs m
India has compelled many students jo explare
apporiunities abroad. It i estimaned thar more
than 20,0840 Indian medical sudents go abroad
1o srude Wich bmited gevernmens medicsl seats
and high baition fees in privale insdnucions,

medicine abecad has emenged 2 an

“gflordable” and practical alrsrmathee for IndEn
aspirents. Countries sach as Russsa, poe-war
Ukraime, Kazakhsman, the Phillppenes, China,
saisriziys, and Mepal have become attractive
cheszinatioees.

Ineerestinghy, some of the instturions n foreign

& Programme Qifcer
T [ty )
ot B adald SYile
HEgher Educatian
Couzcd, Irdia

The
phenomenon of
fareizn medical
educaiion o
widespread,
abmanss
compieefy
umknawm, and
imregulaed

HINDU (P-10), 14 FEBRUARY 2025

The problematic globalisation of medical education

counirics ane comtrolled by Indians. One sxch

insssditi 18 the Manipal College of Madical
Sciences in pelghtsouring Pepal, the country's
firs private medical coliege which Wi

estalilisted in 1994, It Is aperated by the Manipal
Education and Medical Group (MEMG),
Rengalury. The American Uniersity of Andgua
wmuuﬂurmmmmmmm
schoal, ks aloo a division of Maripal, This reflects
& bepader siralegy of ndian edocation groups
expanding their faotprin ceeraeas o meet the
growing demand from Indsan shadents,
Hiswsevier, spud ying medicine abroad comes
with its pwn challenges, partieularly for those
whiwish to practise in India. Indiam shixlents
who complets: Usir programmes from forekm
Instrutions must clear te national Boessing
examinarion i qualtfy for medical practice in
India. They are aka Fequired o0 comphee &
medical iternship upen thedr retwm. Similardy,
Indizns wishirgf by practee medicine In other
COTNITEs must satsfy and ather
requirements of those coundries - and one can
find indizn docars throughout the warld. This

. illustrates that governments ie aware of the

varying standards of medical educatian arcand
the warld.

Ir A sigmificant annouscement daring the
Unioa Budget speech in February 3025, Finance
Minferer Mirmals Sitharsman highlighied the

t7s achievements in medical
edacalion. Bl stated thal te government had
sacoessfinlly ndded neardy 11 hkh undrrgradizan:
and posipradiste medical educstion seats over
the past decsde, an Increase of 13045, Fhe alse
revealed plians for finther expansion o the
medical eduwcation secior By Snncurding that an
aukditional 10L000 seas woidd be incraduced n
miedical colleges and hospitals in 2026, This
mitiative is part af & breader fire-vear gl toadd
5000 new seacs, almed at addressing che
growing demand for gualified medical
priofessiooals.

Mot just a Giohal Somsth phenomenon
The case of medical education in [adis Blusirstes
the problamatic phencesenon of stadents leaving
the Global South, in particular Soth Asia and

prher mid-income

africa icinie in
iy e poroad. Bul e

coiEiTies — and cfien b Fema

trend i3 hroader,
For many wears, stodents from wenerm

coursdries such as Wulmﬁhﬁ it
u,i,]mm_'gf:mg& their medical sudies,
diue to a lack of access ot hmﬂf:jﬂmmmm
mehical study s jded o v 4
and Podand are mplr-lnﬂmn lhoet combries. Humgary
and Pedand also recefre midical studems from
the Lindter] Stares. Thoosands of L5 shadents
Aty preeclicioe in these v countries, a8 Wl &
in [relamd, e Caribean, and the Uniied
Kieggcam.

Pedical programmes in central and #astem
Furnpe, as well as in Cenfral Asia, cater to

is=pora skudents and teach in English. The

I al Unhversity of Warssw, lor insrance, bas
mecical sty programimss in both Polish and
Enghish. Currently, due 1o lack of matieral
funding fior places ar their home unfversides,
ahour 3,000 Norwegian medical shodents recerve
scholarshipes to shudy abroad, mainhy & central
anif aggtern Europs

In ceher words, the phenamenon of foregn
medicil education is widespread, almos:
campletely undmosm, and unrepaliced. Whire
entire medscal schionls are devoted 1o
ineermational enrdments, they are almast
exclusively for-profin iestoutons, Medical schoals
established m noo-English speaidng
environiments, soch as Pelind and Ulcalne, offer
Englishmedsim medical corriela o atrce
high-fee-paying inrerratanal stadems.

Balanchng denmand and quality concerns
Az the recent Budget specch shows, the
Eosertiituent i3 slartmg to see the problens, but
solutions are expensive and meet opposition
from inside the medical establishmenr, which
fears a denevioration of their privileges and slice
sLarus, ‘eet, with an aging population, the need &
qusalicy medical docroes will oaly nerezss. The
Eroaing ihimber of students lookdrg for nedical
education aboead ilustranes o patental, bl e
i5 ain enverall lack of quality contmal. More
Abinncion i needed on this key chalienge.
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COMMONPLACE INSTITUTIONS OFTEN DO
BETTER VALUE ADDITION THAN THE ELITE
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WH HE&
Sandeep Sen

The Indian diaspora fsoften mfer-
red tons the ‘model inmigrant’ doe
lnseveral distinguishing factnrs in
countries where they settle —high
edincational gualificationg, econg.
e SIecess, Drssessing an enimepoe-
nexrial spirif. . Yet, beneath the
veneer of thissuooess lies o burgeo-
ning erisis of unfulfilled dreams,
perilows livelihoods and talent
[TETE sal multiple levals.

Asiobmarkets tighten globally 2
shmificant number of Indkans
abroad find themselves under-
emploved, unetmpbeyed or stuck in
exploitative conditions, contribg
ting tom complex, mult-tiered
biraindrain that depletes both
[nddin's infellectunl capitn] amnd
capacity for economic growth. So,is
theallure of gresmer pastures
avershadowing harsh rezlitias
o] Ty i gl bl workdforoe?

A ingtahle geapalitics, ponma-
mibidlseress and Flsing popilism,
eaiintries e shitilng doars to
ToredEn workers. Many Indian
snidenls abioad are b limba, Aro-
i 13 lakh Indians study abead,
aften with loans starting al ¢l ee IF

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 15 FEBRUARY 2025

Howto Stop Brain Drain 2.0 Pain

emarge;
@ Drur loss, theirgain
When Indian shadents
skudy abread, train in
foreipn institutbons and
jola avergaas warkfireis, benefiting
athereconaomies over India's.
& Badly matched Whien top-trai
i I ines tan koo s muan bt rales,
especially in big tech wasting talert
and hurting the glabal economy For
Ins=tance. big tech companies and
tech startups in Californis are top
recrudiers of the top STEM pro-
grammes in the repion. But they
often staff organisation with mis-
matched roles and candidates,
0 Low peinrns When individuals
rerturn to Indis, it are foreed to exil
their fiekls of expertiseand adaopt
penEralist roles owing toladk af ap-
partunilies abandaning theirspe-
clatlsed trainingand paeslons. For
example, gradustes who follewed
their mberent tepbeal interests, but
areall employed in generalist raoles,
preparing slide decks for cliants in
unrelated fiekds and sectors

{ina could argue thet job switching

¥ tatlons as

thelrwork
interests and
athics wers
salidified in
wvastly diffe-
remit SCoaomi-
=% commiiinbties and culiures,

Ao resalt, they ofien switch o
iinrelabed fiekds and take Lims bo
adapt Indin’s comparative leck of
regearch-basad ar rmevation-driven
apporiunites sxacerbates this
lggue. Unlike Wester n eoonomnbes,
Inedia’s s pemd o Bl 50054 5% of
GDE fs stamtupeconomy k& largely
restricted to tech-first ideas. Thess
may b lncradive for software emgi-
nmars and MBA graduates, but offers
littlediversicy to job seckers who are
trained in psychology filmmaking
o, sy envirenmental economiies,

Restairnesss often nesd additicnal
Iraining insdapd to Indix’s systems.
Yal, thesoumiry lacks programmes o
Excliltatehis trangblion. Moreover,
soonoimie barriers, such st mis-
mateh betwesn salary expectations
and avaikabls opporiinities, deter
many from finding satisfying roles,

India’s higher education system is

ill-pyuaipped to handbe the seale of
thizeorisis, Wil over 15 bakh sta-
dents pursuing higher edwcation
abroad annoally eves 0 afractlon
of this cohootehose bo sthody In
India, thealready cverburdened
gwstemn lacks the capacity to provide
guelity opportunities, Consider the
CAT exam, which attracts aroumnd 3
lakch applicants annualy for MBA
programmes, asmall fractionof the
ttal number of graduates in indis.

Inedia’s higher ed system and
ernpleyment landscaps need urpent
refiorm to prevent thismult-dayered
brain drain from escalating. Bull-
ding robust instinutions, fostering
inncvation and alipning educatbon
with market needs are long-term
sofutions, Immediate steps —swch
ngcreating reintegratlon pro
grammes for returnees, snhaneing
careerapportumnities in STEM,
liboral arts and manogerment Gelds,
and regulating student loan mal-
practioss —are crucial

Indin's policymalears st recods
nkss thesevarity of thiscrisis.
Without systemic changes, the
coumtey risks not only lostng s best
Lalentbut alznfaces an economic
chalbenge fuelled by dispaized
unemplayment, urbsremplovinent,
bad ksans ond wasted potential, The
tirne bt 35 now, before thils multi
trered brain drain becomes an
Irrevergibledrminon India's fuiuice.

Surya imaisimeg Meuly Selebure Acrdemy
anm Mo & {Tabal Chmmge, Ausimio and
S 18 g Gty Vidton Sefalnes
Frograming i
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The rise of Hindutoa and is promotion of Hindi as fndia’s dominant
langniage, rooted in British-eva fingnistics, has fefled political tenstons and
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47 _VRAMGOPAL RAO

It The recent orrestsof key
K -"?'ﬂ Pigaires within thi Nation-

4 . al Agsesgment anil Ac-

p ¢ eraditation Council
ACEEE,  NAAC) Tor alleped brib-

ey and misconduct have send shockowoyes
tharcugh the highar aducation secon Thils
erisis is dseply concerning, not just for the
nstbuzians invedverd, Bat for the credshil-
iy of the sacrediiation procese, which s
meand to be rigoroas and impartlal
The ewadustinnof &n instigton’s gual

rty based oo academde stnulands, Thelly
strangth, reseanch cutpus, and infrastroe:
e i3 e o fumding snd regalabory ap-
prowvals. Instiuiions with high ratings
quialify oo presder AUNNomy aRd access
to goat grants. NAAC also plevs s erncial
pude in shaping bow aniversities and col

lnges are perceived bodh Gatlorsliy arsl
internaticaally Howewes, for years, there
herve e parmnrs within &mﬂemb: [
cles abonik inconelarensies m ik ratmgs.

Somna stihaticons with subpesr Enfmastriae-
ture and wealkl academnic credentials re-
cedvad hlgher gredes than well-estahlished

universities. The remnt arrests anly oo

TIMES OF INDIA (P-26), 16 FEBRUARY 2025

Why NAAC accredltatlon 1 System needs a rethink

firm whatl many berve Long suepeciad srmd-

ing trast in aecreditation and, lewring
students, facalty, and policymakers ina
difficult [n:l.'l:ﬁm. While India grapples
Wwith these challenges, iUs worth eamdn-
iz hor other couniries struchure their
arcred| tation processes O mimimiss cor-
risgridon and maindaln franspareniy Here
are ke peforms Inds necds to undertaks
ke ping in enbnd global best pradticoe:

1. Descentralise & diversify: Endia
tendde b o barmd MAACS cantralised
pontrol amd establish mnediiple Edepend-
it aocreditng agencies, like inthe USand
Gep sy, This provents axeassve pomer
poncentration and allows instifusions to
chines actreditors that align with their
moademicfocus. Institutions in the S un-
dergn rigorous seif-evaluations befiore
and combnmises ent. A pEprpe
wisw model, imvelving veried acadsmi:
clans, ensures cthical assessmepls pesias-
ant 1o corpapdicn, whiles aceredimison
decisicrs and detailed reporis fre rsde
peatdie, smlsneing transparency: In cone
tract, Bl only putilizhes fnal catings
withoat sharing detalbed reparts. Scene af
our Instinstbons of Eminence arsd bop unt-
weralibes should comss togethar io create
i [-for-prodit eccrediting bodies with

efltyed oporating prooedures. Thess

n,pmdu.ﬁnum Thave the sarma aurhoriny
a3 HALG, fostering competition hased on
1rgEs sihould rely oo thorough peer reviess
by vesttesd sradamilelane and indusiry me-
perts, ensuring fadrand infoemed evalus-
tome. This will creala a systam where in-
stituticns are judpsd an academbs merit
rather ibam. burssmeratic discretion.

& Shift foous to ourboomnes: Acersdl-
fnfton shaould focus on metcome-based
metelcs ratEer dsn jusl Epats ke e
structure and Sacolby mumbers. Anstralia
amphaslses ressatch impact, gradaats
employability, innevation, and sooietal
cemiritutions, and india should too, This
et weill mades accreditation a driver of
imstibational excellence rather than just
ansather regalacory hurdle [netirudsons
Tl a0 DOTTUMLR A0 SIS
mant, integrating studant bedback and
Tacaliy developiment into the sooreditation
framework. Instead of righd grading. &
mors quakitariee, mprovemsent-driven

approach, like the [TH's, will push nsting
ﬁ:ammmmmwmmummh-
er than shoct-term complianoe

&, Stremgthem governance anid
transparenoy: Strong poverrmes mech.
arlanes are essenibal vo malnbin the -

tegrity of accreditation. Strio penallies
for malpractice mist B enforeed, and any
agency found vialating standards or eo-
Eaging in oorriptien thould fes cevers
acticn, Incloding disqualdication.

Transparency & noo-negotiables [n-
iaad of just publishing racings. detailed
acereditation reports miuss be publicly
acmesible, giving students, parents, and
siakehalders a real picrere of 2 instit
Lieir'a sirengihe smd weakmessas 4 riEk-
based evaluatian model, ke Australin's
TERSA, will ensure sl regalators foas
resources on nstitukions showing signis
of underperformance ar mlscomdncs
Highperforming unhversities shouald ke
reavaidad with grester sutimomy snd laes
Frequent reviews, reducing annecessary
ragulatory bundens whils kesping cver-
sipbd where iU pesded most

In response to the crisis, NAAD hAas
Introdnced new [ramenorks, leng with
poling amd hybeid evalnations. Howerar
withswat despar sitnciural mirms, Qavs
willl peerist, Arivirg talent towand foredgn
Unstirnsions, Lots use this omssnt to cos
Fle 3 more rarsparent and Gair acoradina-
thom process, oo that gerlnely gphelds
e Bradeimic excellence: we smrive fior @

Rao i VC for BITS Pilani gretip and former

aifreciee of [T Delhi H’t'ume:pprm-u.'

—
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Gawia Gopinath
Ameen Omar Shareel

1 he world today
has prester con-
nectivicy and

faster exchange
al mbormeton. Fumher,
Artficial Encelligence (AL
has created a oew para-
dliprm Sor Tumsn exisience,
However, rthe focus on
greaner technical expertise
can Emit buman toudh and
sensEivty. 1L can Create -
bodie indiiduals bereft of
harman smoticns oF oo
nections, Thid makes so-
cialemotional  learming
{SEL) crucial, as it [xuses
an - developing e shills
such a5 smodonal intell-
genoe,  empatly, self
AWEPEness, and respon-
sible devisinn-making
and hedps students
IMANARE stress, de
velop  resillence,
jand  Jead  ba-
tamond lhves
Hesearch has
! ghoswi chat SEL
| Emproves =0
clal-emuptional
heeharripur and
acadentic per-
! oA nee,
and  extends
s perimseers
af ediscathon o
include the k-
mai ¢hement 0
a techmoligically
charged workL It

helps  masge
umﬂlh::_:: wtrnpd
pelasonskips, set A
pchiove gk, and maks
respoasible decigions. I
imvolves recognising and
reapecting each bearner™s
unkque anributes and tai:
loring the teaching accord:
ing o these atr|butes

.:'.' ':::15. | g
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Keytoa

humane

world

L

socko-emotional learning helps students
- a suphisticated future
nsitvity and empathy

+with

SEL invelves unl-l.;efd-
stands (-
suwwgﬂ-u amd i’ﬁ'ﬂm-m
areas of improvement 10
burild crnfidence and self
efficacy. The mes aspect i
effective seifregulstion of
one’s emotions, thoughis,
hehaviours, and aclions
This helps manage stress
and cantrol one's impuls-
=

Bemehls
Lesrning 15 mat iselaned o
the persanal level. St
dents  become  socially
awane and beam b uncer
stand and empathise with
cithers amd are runed fo e
cognising and respecing
soctal porms. and calmural
diversities. They learm to
respRCT LNET perspectives,
gz s pace for others’ vigws
and mdvocste for haman
rights. SEL fesches shr
deqifs: o deveiap and main-
tadn healthy relagionships.
Communieabon  and
cundlict mesoludinn  skills
are raarnared throogh aspi-
rit of cooperation and col
laborabion amd desire o
aehileve shared pgoals.
The approach ena-
bles the persom
o be a deci
slve and res-

me\_____,.r//-—':l ponsible in-

dividual
whix com-
siders con:
SB[ UREY
af actions 1o
all and oval
uates  sitas
tions o salwe
problems  effpg
vely. Thens is hidis-
tic integration that ba-
lances shont: and
JegE-term Soals
Flucatiomal instibutions

¢ P

can inpegrane the clemeniy
af SFL in the curricalem,
ard extracurmoudat Bei-
tims, thus crealing a sup-
porthee  epviTonmes [T
srisdent. This leadts mo bet-
or all-mourd performancs
by providing  emoticnal
comgrience, beker com
siusnication and eamwark
skills and problem-sedving
ahilithes. Learners become
TThore engaged in comamaan-
jives amd Jearn oo vee their
strengihs for social uplife-
[l g1l

The nioEl approprisle
medlvad e implemeot FEL
i schooals is by incorporat
ing iis principles inie the
curriculusn of cach sib-
ject This could include
Eroup activities that foster
peanmwark and SamumEnl
cacion or disciessions about
i Gl [Opies encoirs-
ing smiderts bo reflect
Educators should imple
maeni blencled comntent f
lectively and efficienty
Furtiser, the support of pa-
rents and the commuanity
15 mecessry for sucoessiul
mmplemeniation Nroagh
PTA,

Comumunity  members
CAN {TeAhe SUppOrt graups
that are invodved m the
shill-building process.

ZEL @3 the key 1o retaln
irgg higmemess s chang:
|F-E rl'-"l-'hﬂl'.ﬁ.'l'glrlu!ll e
hanced mechanical
environment  and  im-
pronves the stodent's sbhilicy
o Gace technologleal ad-
vances amd propare for 3
mare sophistcated funme
with  sensiviiy  and

ermpathy.
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Education takes aback seat

Despite a 5.16% increase
in allocation for higher
education, the budget fails
to address the sector’s

pressing needs

FURQAN QAMAR

The Union Budget 2025 has been
commended asa “significantstep
towards an inclusive and empow-
ered India, aligned with the vision of Vik-
sit Bharat 20477, Overall, the allocation
for higher education wasraised by 5.16%
over the 2024 budget estimates to Rs
50,077.95 crore.

The budget allocates Rs 20,000
crore to promote research, develop-
ment and innovation driven by the
private sector; it also provides Rs 500
crore for a Centre of Excellence in Ar-
tificial Intelligence for Education, aim-
ing to incorporate Al-driven solutions
into the educational sector.

Additionally, five National Centres of
Excellence for Skilling, in collaboration
with global institutions, are proposed
to equip youth with skills for the "Make
in India, Make for the World’ initiative.
To foster technological research in I'Ts
and IS¢, 10,000 researchers have been
promised improved financial supportun-
derthe PM Research Fellowship Scheme.

Encouraged by the number of stu-
dents in 23 II'Ts, which doubled from
65,000t01,535,000 0overthe pastdecade,
thecurrentbudget seekstoenhance fa-
cilities in the five new IITs established
after 2014, enabling them toaccommo-
date 6,500 additional students.

Theallocation for autonomous bodies
in higher education has risen by 7.42%
to Rs 42,732 crore. Central universities
have been assured Rs 16,691 crore, an
increase of4.79% over the previous year.

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) has received 33.44% more, rais-
ing its allocation to Rs 3,335.97 crore.
The ITTs have received Rs 11,349 crore,
an increase of 9.92% compared to the
previous budget.

The funding for NITs, Rs
5,687.47 crore,is12.85%higherthanthe
previous budget. The budget for 1IMs,
Rs 251.89 crore, reflects an 18.70% in-
crease over the previous budget. TITs
will receive Rs 407 crore, indicating an
increase of 28.83%.

Funding for deemed universities has
alsoincreased to Rs 604 crore, rising by

Rs8erore(1.34%). Grantsfor promoting
Indian languages have beenraised toRs
347.03 crore, up by 11,91%,

On the flip side, the allocation for
world-class institutions, implement-
ed as the Institutions of Eminence
scheme, has been drastically reduced
this year to Rs 475.12 crore, com-
pared to the actual expenditure of Rs
1,436 crorein 2023-24,

The allocation for the UGC has in-
creased this year, but only when com-
paredtolastyear’sbudgetestimate. This
year’s allocation, at Rs 3,335.97 crore,
is merely about 62.65% of its actual ex-
penditurein 2023-24,

Similarly, a significant proportion
of the allocation to the centrally fund-

ed higher and technical institutions is
meant to repay the Higher Education
Funding Agency (HEFA) repayment of
principal and interest thereon.

The 5.61% increase in the overall al-
location for higher education over the
last year is only marginal. Discounted
for inflation, the Union government's
expenditure on higher education may
have, in fact, decelerated over time in
real terms. It is all the more disquieting
that this year’s budget estimate is Rs
5,314.73 crorelower than theactual high-
er education expenditure in 2023-24.

The size of the Union Budget for
2025 hasrecorded a compound annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 11.8% over the
2015budget. Incomparison, the growth
rateofthe budgeted expenditureoned-
ucation has not surpassed 5.20%.

Theallocation foreducationinbudget
202515 0.35% of the GDP, compared to
0.55% in 2014-15. In a similar vein, the
proportionofthe total budgetallocated
to education has decreased from 4.16%
in 2014-15toamere 2.25% this year.

Highereducation,acomponentofthe
education budget, has been allocated
considerably less—only 0.098% of the
total budgeted expenditurein 2025. The
education sectorisreceiving significant-
lyless funding thanitdeservesandisalso
lacking in prioritisation.

Considering the need for expan-
sion and quality enhancement, it may
be insufficient to help the government
fulfil its stated commitment to culti-
vate a future-ready workforce and pro-
mote world-class research and educa-
tional infrastructure.

The 2025 Union Budget is another
missed opportunity for the education
sector. It may not be quintessential
for public funding of education when
the nation holds the first quinquen-
nial review of the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020} in July.

The urgency of enhancing public
investment in higher education is not
evidentin the present budget. A nation,
whose 65% of the population is still be-
low 35, must seize every opportunity to
reapthedemographicdividend. Howev-
er, this window of opportunity is availa-
ble to India for alimited time and maybe
closer than expected,

There is strong evidence that the
beginning of the end is near. India’s de-
mography is changing rather rapidly.
Theschool-going age group population
has already started declining, causing
declining demand for elementary and,
tosome extent, evensecondary-level ed-
ucation. Inthe course oftime, senior sec-
ondary and higher education may also
oet afflicted.

Thereisanimminentdangerthat In-
dia will age before it becomes wealthy.
This situation can be avoided only by
urgently investing heavily inimproving
the quality and promoting excellence
in higher education. A handful of the
best institutions may not be enough,
as they serve only a very small section
of the population.

Atthesametime, the nationneeds to
mitigate the gap between the best and
the restto harness economic, socialand
strategic benefits. Pressure for global
competitiveness further warrants
benchmarking the standards of higher
education institutions against the best
in the world. These can be achieved
only by urgently enhancing public in-
vestmentin education.

(The writer is a former advisor for
education in the Planning Commission
and is is the chicfadvisor at Intesral
Universityin Lucknow)
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Role of universities crucial in creating inclusive Al systems

-

kY, Al ACTION .
-, S MIT

LA

s Reneeliis, rigks dnd ¢l
cul urpdicstreza. 0y rrgag
ing s policymakers
leelmies asd bemmune
Wrd, universd s can piny
crizral role o Traisring

G Banak’s
ey of
“Surfoent ke il
pevidhes o guiding
farirecd e ot
ivrd ol Al v slhndel
e ekl op

RETH. Dl p-o, bk ey e cullinn sl o

Irenl i AL Sy soewa

Wil Al b gobad imipdi-
cabiome, & N el
ciler la bwal nesdy  Far
edginipke, MO metmiive
Ly s 5 pary el vl s far
ity froen ol o ber

Al Buch britisbyves
araurs Uil B i gmilaenl
comurarrdliss e ek B
belond in the A1 evolaticn.

arin Namde's phulasophy
= Frtn o Mk’ proviedes
N didng principes B ibe
kared ol &1 ww ahould aam in

ackgy-driven vt sty
e sl

sl SN T -

P RELL T e S

Te e thal Al Eitiaci

e Ragder Dajre pppTascd
sy el by o i es e The
75, deiwen by ap impalss In
domingl: e AL re, W
el reids wd podening
Iv iirgeoous Al the aams
Lime, recemces regralabian
crald elifls nreEreatios, as
Fiamed by mamy Ddussy
lrlera. Sinkeng s rghl
abarre neqones cunsul pol-

itk sl mbim reflect the cud-
bl il afvd vubiw gpuleme
vl thie ratkaE Mgk ording
them Inaks, Sar ingda s, can
v from 1 rech ek of

e e S st AT B
Fite arad ks, Pishiy partics

keds, preEmments  sboukd
aboo pnanioe ekilkng sred re-
el By trd Hakrves o prapare
pairrs (ir Lhis smarnng g
e | maarl i
b gren U rumal sad s
momically  dbsileantaged
o i o lesdie the
g divide
Elirrrededy. the vision Por A1
mrust algm with the sty
o sk da oreans, Ao ey
ultod &l rowh. drdven mlely
bip pra [ mpdnven nides ard-
id e Wy pikas thal
el Fpiimmliy Ao Garw
Hanak - Dew's  Seackings
reEmdred wa, ihes ulimsis wng
mmzni ke S el fura alal W
sl sl Lo creele Al gpe-
bl LA a0 ieEbie, pom

= B [ p
T
ity arad barmwargy. Al devel
spremimmod be sligrad wifh
L v st of cmafing & o
pataradi el judl sty
Exr AUmire e TRl
Larorzrrania ahalkd ol
el s Soarevnrd tes g red
rescaicli  irslfalioe. &0
nbeneciplingty dude m
skl Al Pafnerckis
batweRn aradeTiE sty
wtd the gswemmedl e
atekE shrermEon whils

I e andl equetshie,
snoring ey comiribvats 50
Pace arel haframy ryihey
sbin ttann and S
s WE el Lo delcais
path,  ihe  collasedenn
bEtwrEn pRETiAels, -
valizrad trabifudons aral cred
sarty  wll be ol
TeeLles v o T ne e
st polentisl of AL
while T eif vl
i, dhEinng il Yeosies g
ool Tor gloiel Filhis
Ihﬂah-u’mﬁ .
il b B

T


Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 17 FEBRUARY 2025


ASIAN AGE (P-5), 18 FEBRUARY 2025

States, Centre must work
in harmony on education

he tiff between the Union government and the Tamil Nadu government

over the former’s refusal to release 2,150 crore due to the state as part

of the in implementation of the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, a Central
gOVeErnment mitiative, as the state government was unwilling to implement
the three-language policy is unfortunate and needs immediate resclution.

Education was originally a subject placed in the ‘State List' of the
Constitution and the Union government’s role was limited to co-ordination
and determination of standards in universities. It was through an amendment
to the Constitution during the Emergency that the subject was listed in the
‘Concurrent List’, giving the Union government a greater say in education.

The Union government had in the sixties introduced the three- language pol-
icy as a means to strengthen national integration. However, there was strong
objection and opposition to it as some states, mostly in the south, saw it as a
ploy to impose Hindi on them. Protests had turned violent in Tamil Nadu and
thereafter the state has been continuing with the two-language formula,
English being the second language.

The New Education Policy-2020 of the Union government advocates the
implementation of the three language policy. As per the policy document, “the
three languages learned by children will be the choices of states, regions, and
of course the students themselves, so long as at least two of the three lan-

es are native to India.” <
gﬁga way it gives the states the freedom to choose the third language and
Tamil Nadu can very well avoid the threat of an imposition of a language by
the Union government. Educationists have not phlected to children learning
three languages; ;'f] fact they have encouraged it as long the primary educa-
tionn is in the mother tongue. _

However. ideally, it must be left to the state governments to decide how
many languages a student should learn. It is the practice all over the world
that regional governments get to decide the contour of edx}catant especially in
the primary and secondary level. The Union government s policies should liit
themselves to be larger framework under which the communities can organ-
i smselves. ,

Bft L}'.:.tpma‘?t{;mh' wrong on the part of Union education minister Dharmedra
Pradhan to keep back the Central funds as hostage to the state government
HUE:H]:J“]-.I.H anid m]]j]:E]’ﬂEntj-']g thE Union j_?,ﬂ\rEl'ﬂ.lTlE'ﬂl EDUJ.].CF- WE?I'E-E', no law or
lhe Constitution empowers him to make a statement that Tamil Nadu has to
come to terms of the Indian Constitution and that the three-language policy is
the rule of law. It is a dangerous suggestion that the Tamil Nadu government,
ny rejecting a policy of the Union government, s defying the Constitution.
The silucation minister must teach himself at least Article 1 of the
Constitution which insists that India is a union of the states,

This js not the first time the NDA government is trying to impose its policies
i states, The dralt UG repulations on appointments of vice-chancellovs of
Slate universities effectively keep the state governments oul of the selection
Process of the vice-chancellors. Several state governments have alveady
Faised their objections W the draft regulations,

The Union government should disabuse itsell of the thought that it is the
Master of the state povermments; it is not. ICmust leave the authoritarian tone
While communicating with the states; it must follow the traditions of demaoc-

ﬁ"ff}' and dialogue, and not of threat and blackmail. The number of languages
uses Lor the purpose hardly matters, po#| <
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TN-Centre NEP standoft
needless in any language

he schism emerging between the Tamil Nadu
T government and the Union government over the
National Education Policy (NEP) and the three-
language formula is a classic case of leaders talking at
each other rather than to each other. Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan’s remark that Tamil Nadu will be
denied Samagra Shiksha funds ifit doesn’t implement
the NEP and the three-language formula —the state has
a two-language formula for its schools —sounds much
too overbearing. The backlash from Tamil leaders was
prompt: CM MK Stalin called it “brash blackmail® and
Jeaders from most parties in the state made the three-
language formula needlessly about “Hindi imposition”.
Both, the Centre and the Tamil Nadu government
should reassess their positions. Education is on the
Concurrent List, and denying funding to force states to
cede ground on their roles and prerogatives on policy
matters will only be perceived as coercion, Federal
prineiples will have to be the lodestar in such matters.
That said, Tamil leaders must keep in mind that the
three-language formula, as worded in NEP, doesn’t
impose any particular language on the states. It
explicitly says, “The three languages ... will be the
choices of States, regions, and of course the students
themselves, so long as at least two of the three
languages are native to India”. S0, students in Tamil
Nadu schools can learn any Indian language, be it
Telugu, Bengali, Urdu, orany other, in addition to Tamil
and English. The state’s anxieties aré understandable
given the germinal connection of its politics to linguistic
identity and the campaign to promote Hindi across
non-Hindi speaking regions by various dispensations at
the Centre. Against this backdrop, the Centreand Tamil
Nadu must open talks on reaching a solution that only
has the best interests of studentsin mind. wi\% /
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flawed proposals for

teacher hiring, promotions

o transhate the provisioos of Mationsl
Educaricn Policy (NEP) 3030 into
actsan, the University Grants Com-
thomis al an un ited speed, |t disose-
ered an innovative methed for fast sxecution
— seriing feedback online even an comglex
Essuies that required im-person consulation
The latest in the series of these quickly pro-
dused regulations s the Draft Regulation
I on midnimism qualifications and eligibd
ity conditions foc and promting
teschiers i universitescolleges, Some provi-
sioms ane cofdidersd by state governments to
hsve far-fetching consequences, inclading
the appolreEnent of a vice chapselbar. How:
ST, 0N Pomiroversial issue 1s the mave to
Jumk the E5-year soore-based Academic Per-
formance Indicatar system [AF])
used in the promsation of Gouky
members without first pointing mt
the Bimitations of its pecformance
through a stidy. The move to junk
AF ghifts e promotion and
recrultmeent processes away from

ing. and other academic activioes, inchod
refresh and ariemtation coerses. It inder
btisbed quality and standards and brought in
I'M&ﬁluslnm
T B years of moch & peosiive s peTience
the DGE, without stadyving and polnting ool
the APTsystem’s limitarions. has propased to
replace i 1t is nothing sho of a calastrophe
and & worriseene shift from a regime of obmec-
Eﬁmmpmnmum mm:_lm-mm 'wm}- ToEaliom.
yumn e ependently
verifisble parameters, the draft regulstan
has made the quality of the facalty solely
dependent on the selection commirtee,
FESIEMENG members possess Achdemic exoel-
lence, high moral character, and irtegricy.
Sadky, this system has seviowsly ro-
mised merit-based selection in the past. Dis-
Tetion has rarely been ased to
emsare quakty ad promobe exped-
lence [t I5a cuphemism for Bvourie-
| ism and discrimination, ned least
'E. becnese of ideslogical differences.
N The new repulations’ complee rell-
ance on i selection commidttes's

ebjectivity 1o subjectivity in the SUKNBORO g toe rateed alarm arang

asesmment and evaluatiem of teack TROTE ke faculty. The absence of clear

e —————  shorilisting criberia and complete
What does the APl method con- comtrod given o the selection com-

note? The APL method quantifies the —mimee mmake the process completely opague,

requited qualification, teacting experience, Surprisingly. the regaladon has |

ressearch wock, and other academic contriba- v These are: Innovasive

tems for the Quality Assesament Commiries.
Thils was poniteived in 3000 during my tenure
& chalremen of the UGC, althaugh the Tndian
Council of Agriculbura) Ressarch adopied it a
lung time ago for the agriculture faoaly, Why
was i imtrodoced? The UG had pursued the
instinuthon of 4 pay scala o uriversityood
lege teachers with the minds oy of edseaton,
on a par with what exisis for che Indian
Admindstrative Service, After a lot of persaa-
siom, the minkstry tander the comdition
that, like the 145 1%, 1eachers sheald be
regularly assessed, The UGE agreed o this
Al developed the AFT system,

m, for an upward jumpin
the pay scale for an assistant professor and
promotion 10 aseaciue pealessar amd, fur-
ther. to professor. a faculty member was
required to achieve & minimum AF] score
based om teaching. research, and other aca-
demiie schievemsnls. The isterview would
oy judge donsxin knowledge. The second
reason was that quantifying academdic per-
Formince woald eliminave subjectivity and
bring abaut abjectivity and ransparency. T
would réduce or eliminate the Mkelihood of
bias, dEscriemination, nepotism. prejudice,
and even cormaption, The AP Wi
further Impeoved wpor d ik Pay
Cormmisshons werim. and, acon , begala-
ticms were amended in 2016, The

af the past 15 pears shows that the system has
precwed fair, non-dlscriménatary, amid trans-
pgrgm,i:hﬂ;ﬂmlmmhﬁdﬂtlﬂmlqg
COrFImAInIEY 1o meet comditions far promoion
by undertaking research, improving teach

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT IN THE
ABSENCE OF NUMERICAL
MARKING THROUGH THE
APISCORE, THE SCOPE
FOR PREJUDICE AND
DISCRIMINATION IS HIGH

Teaching Contribations, Aeseanch or Tisch-
ing Labk Development, CorsultancySpon-
sared Aesearch Funding Teaching Contribu-
tions in Indiam Lanpuapes, Teaching-Learn-
Ing and Research in Indian Enowiedge
Systems, Student Intérmshin/Project Super-
sion, Dagital Conbenl Creation For MOOCs,
Community Engrprment and Service, and
Start-up. Mane of these categorics have bisen
clearly defied. Therefore, the assessment
metrics, if any, ane lel emiredy to the selec
ton commities’s discrerion. These gaalifici-
tivns, with Emited bearing on teaching o
research, potentially deeer attznson fram she
fundanrersial duties of teaching and research,
What we know from experience — for
imstance, the ntroducion of experience: in
Indn Knowledpe Spstem &5 a criterion — 5
Ll it is biased towards Brahmanical knowl-
edge gvs1ems, with other kmnowledge sysiems
E{ﬂh&:ﬁm Jﬂﬁﬁm.mdﬂdm.ﬂglm
sects bypassed In fct,
rﬁuhm%wh; comimibution, aleag
vith three others from the nine hsted, com-
putsary for appatmtment wnder direct reendir-
reent and promoticon ar all meges.

The selection committes is afl-in-all [t kas
Beea b2 ro the selection coommittes's disere-
o i decide whether e research publica-
thoms are in peer-reviewd journals, whether
the book cha are i books publeshed by
repated pabdishers, and whether a candi-
dare's coptribwitans in he mine areas are
nigable. 5 Is obvious UsaT im ke absenee of
nurmerical m chrough the AFT score,
ke for pi and discrimination is
m%enmmﬂﬂ:ﬂpmadlmmmm
with snkchelders and brings changes in a
mamner that ensures objectivity, promots
quality, mchesiveness, ransparency, and,
above all, conlidence in the sslection process,
fhe Dty

Sotbades Thirat {3 former choinis,
Linirersiy Granis Commisnion (TG,
The views expreced are pereaeal

el o

—_—
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This is not the
Kottayam [ love

Ragging episode at anursing
college goes against the grain of the
city of letters and development

B "J
— -
_"I!'_'J:-'
) - 1)
=

| %%;:,h

K ] ALrHons

THE GRUFESOME "RACGING® of a Junior
nursing student at the Coverniment
Nursng Colllege in FotLayam has shocked
thenation, Al fve accused — armested and
mindrdlnpnlln:ecmmdy- are arounid
20 wears ald, fust out of their feens
Apparently, the ragping started three
months agn, 0 the second week of
November, Avideo allegedly shot by one
of the: perpetrasnes of the orime, is nail-
ahle tothe police aswell, It shows e -
dent ona oot with hils hands and legs tied
up, sendars jabhing him with 4 sharp ob-
ject and pouring seme lotion into his
mouth. The vickim was g0 scaned that he
dad mat imform bis parents, classmates or
the college suthorties tll thes week.
Possibily, he was aware of the fate of
Sidharthan, & 20-year-old studenl at the
Cofiege af Veterinary and Animal Sciences,
Peakode i Kerala's Wnvahasd disfesl, o
year ago. He was allegedly ragged for
inanhs by rmermnbsers of the college s dioim-
i student uman, associated with the
ruling dispensation i Kerals He was
Toumdd hanging in his hosted toiler. The po-
lice clasmed itwas suicice Bul mast peo-
ple dic nod Buy the storge They believed it
was murder, The college administration
pretenced thar they knew nothing abaut
wihat was happening, even though most
af the ragging repanied ly ocoumed inoom-
mon areas af the bostel, Simdlaly, i ihe
Kiotaysm indident, the nursing college ad-
ministraticnclamed that they knew noth-
ing about what kappened, thoush & had
bieen gring on for three months.

Viotims are mostly scared fo complain
because students' unions ane pereerful in
epala, likoe che trade unines, Inthe highly
piticised enviranment in wniver ST,
wice-chanoslkors are (ol l:fm‘lh'.iﬂ“'ﬂ A5 g
'i mﬂﬂ [rﬂl [th'el"i1]1it e in mesl
(THL |r'|1|;||_|!1i|:;lis the order ol 1he day.
Listhe wennder that freshers incollege. who
Are just in their teeis, decide to suffer
through the pain. even when there iz a
danger 1o Chair bves. Despite the preva-
lence ol ragging” in Keralacolleges, it s
e beem o viodent in the past. The slale
absoenacbed alyw banning “rggng”™. 3l
the college amtharities often hum 2 biod
e ot of fear and pohnical affliations.

1 compiztely shocked and ashamed.
| arm Trom Kottayam, ane §was fis district
codlecior Foan 1985 o 1991 Bottayam has
somuch o boastabes, [t becanz: U kst

e 0 Ehe cousty o achieve 100 percent
literacy in 1989, The entine country cele-
brated i It became the role mod el for the
mabinal literacy mitss ian, Itwas g oollabo-
rative cffort of the digrmict administration,
M L Universaty, munscipal authorities, pu=
litkcal partees and the citizens at large

Evenlually, Kottavam became the
masl Liverate district in the countiy m
120k It achieved a quiatity of health index
Befrer than the LIS in 19990, The *Rass
Ciontact Programme™ wi starned i 1989
— e ook the enfire distmict adiminisira-
[#om ta the pre-determined panchayals —
vl thee Prighest U savard forennovation
I govermance, As per Niti Aayog’s liest
assessmenl Kotayam is the only 7ere-
Py disLrict in the country. Malayala
Mlanarama e langest croul sting mews-
paper iy Inadia afrer Crainik Jagran, is pub-
fished in atrayam One af the Lirgest pub-
lishers in India, in terms ol rithes
publishesd, DC Hoods, (s fromm Rotrayan.,
Oive of India's best bourdst dessinations,
Kisinarakiom, is in Kottayam it is globally
Fbnowledesd that Kerala's narses are
ameang thee besk im the swoarld. They are
kired, compassbonare and professional.
Many girls pursue parsing Decause s a
guaranbes for an inde perdent and |_1-i.'¢-|i-
fied life. A large namdber of nurses oome
Irarri the Kottayam distrct

oy foame suchia city < of lettersand
accoinplishiments — produces auch peo-
ple wihose biutalsty agamst thear fefims
atindennd sl the whole workd ¥ | do not
oo Che exact answer. | candt camgime -
hend the péyche of these cnminals, who
derive s much pleasune from mfscting
jpain ontheir coflege mates. What do they
gain from it Whenedid they beam fo be so
bratal? After all. they were cail of schaodol
Just a couple of years ago, and mamy of
theim are sCill teenagers. Did they keam
this m schood® Did they acouire these vi-
clent traits from thedr families? Or do they
feed the poed £ assert thesr mascalinaty
i collegi a5 partof the srudent union® Or
i it social media which seeves as b2 pri-
mary imfluence on cur youngsters?

| think the ultinage responsibiy e
with the parents of these students. How
iy parerils day have a cofversaban
wath olhar chilldeen at least three EBines a
week on [omdameental Gssees? A
secomdary tesponsiiliny [ss with gur
arhoods, where fwe loundations of ethics
and moraliny should be casght. Today, all
that ey cane about are marks, ranks and
ENETANCE examanahons,

| thin k vee meed po take a haned koak ar
wiiad 5 poing wrnng,

15 ol lorwe Kot tayann, A fewy peogpie caini
des oy  ciny andd 15 culiuze.

The widtes i farmer Linion reaises l
rorsime M el ok
A Tl Winnivg Fommisly
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Campus Torture

he horrific case of ragging and torture at a nursing
college in Kerala is yet another grim reminder of

the deeply ingrained culture of abuse in educational
institutions, Despite strict anti-ragging laws and aware-
ness campaigns, the problem persists, revealing systemic
failures that go beyond individual incidents, This is not
just about bullying; it is about institutionalised violence,
a culture of silence, and the alarming politicisation of
student life. Ragging has long been dismissed as an unfor-
runate but routine aspect of student life. In reality, it is
nothing short of organised brutality. The persistence of
such incidents, even in professional institutions meant
to train individuals for noble professions, raises critical
questions about accountability. Why do colleges and uni-
versities fail to prevent such atrocities? The answer lies
in & mix of administrative negligence, student group
dominance, and a lack of real consequences for perpe-
trators. The excuse that ragging fosters camaraderie is a
dangerous myth. It does not create bonds - it creates
trauzma. Victims, if they survive, often carry psychological
scars for life. Worse, they may go on to perpetuate the
same abuse, trapping generations of students in a cycle
of violence. This is not initlation; it is indoctrination into
a gystem where dominance is equated with power, and
suffering is normalised. One of the key factors sustaining
this toxic culture is the stranglehold that student organ-
isations, often affiliated with larger political parties, have
over college life. Educational spaces that should nurture
intellectual freedom and academic pursuit-instead
become baitlegrounds for power struggles. Many stu-
dents are forced to align with dominant groups for self-
preservation, while those whao resist face social exclusion
or worse, physical harm, The politicisation of campuses
has also diluted instirutional accountability. When stu-
dent leaders are affiliated with powerful parties, discipli-
nary action against them is often slow or non-existent,
This emboldens perpetrators, creating an atmosphere
where ragging is not just tolerated but, in some cases,
even encouraged &s a tool to maintain control. The tragic
deaths of students due to ragging-related abuse are not
isolated cases; they are symptoms of a much deeper dis-
ease. ]{erqla was one of the first states 1o introduce a
strong anti-ragging law, yet incidents continue unabated.
The legal framework is anly as effective as its implemen-
tation. Colleges often downplay ragging cases to protect
their reputation, and victims are discouraged from filing
complaints due to fear of retaliation, Even when arresgs
happen, the perpetrators frequently face lenient conse-
quences, sending a dangerous message that ragping is 4
survivable offense rather than a crime. For real change,
authorities need to move beyond reactive measures and
focus on proactive interventions, Strict enforcement of
laws, independent monitoring commitiees, and imme-
diate action against offenders must become standard
practice. More im partantly, students need safe channels
o repori abuse without fear of reprisal. Ragging is no
just a legal issue; it is a caltural one, It lhn:r'L'h' Ul envi-
ronments where power hierarchies e glorified and sw-

dent voices are stifled. c.}"ﬂ'ﬁ
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" The deeper meaning of declining school enrolment

& ahie wairkd s mosr popufous country,

Incia b T roa 05 demagra paks

dividend due to s burgeonng youlk
popudatinn. Temegraghers and policy plainners
abways knew st this window of oppomunty
wiedhd remain open, but onky for a limined s,
Ueeclining school enrplment over the past decade
marks the begnming of the end o this periid
This mears teal I may ecomi sder even
tidame hicoming riche

1t s mo weomdes Bl e Usised Diemricr

Informanion System for Education Plus {U-DEEs
alans fr 200350 gl 2050324, wihich was released
oy the Minisiry of Edmcabom mn Deceniber 30,
024, cavsed mnch consternaiion as £ showed a
155 milion drop (5% in schodl aadolmen since
-,

The affecial line wersios the reality
Ol sources have amrioed the decline in
EAICETTRENE B BT PR TS i dlara collection.
Thiey epdain (Ban seeding Asdhaar numbess wich
enrakmenl eliminates mukiple eorolmencs. This
may sounid pliusibls hecass i has lung been
seperied thar soime chikdren are enrolled in
maiphe g ool
Herwever, an analysis of decade dong dala
S20NMLS F 20E3-24) an enrolmenl g iy
comedarion with differenn dependent vamahles,
inludieg the chamges in the populagon in e spe
groaps redevans g0 schoodmg. cells 3 dferent
Ay In Facr, @ shows & rather grim ploture. The
meeddle possts heward (e begimning of the end of
the era of reaping the demograpthic dridend
Ir k5. matter al concern that schood erad mem
Feas pligmimened By 24,50 million, or 9453, ove
the past decade, wilk slementary-level #nrolmess
regenering a riher propoenced Gl of &
il {13 45508 Up o this level, sducation has
Been Trew arsd comguitsary under che Bight o
Education (FTE Act since 2000
In coargpanscn, secandansfevel enscimeni
checlined by 143 million (3.75%), wheress senior
serondiaii-hevel enrolments N Incrdéaed by

HINDU (P-6), 19 FEBRUARY 2025

Bsruan Unmar

o a prodeioe al
e el B
servest B8 38 Bdwier
fedwewtinn o the
Fasnmg Lammnann
wivel Wice- Chancwllor
o 1he Linkegrsay o

Himachal Prasdesh

|

Khan

i i PiEpedth Bl
i the Fscuiiy al

TTET D E G
ol Faarila bl b

Fildavod, e Wi 061
cigenahip hehraiaur
¥t Eihagalional
nmindiam

M could mark
the: heginaning f
tha el ol thie
LEITH [HEN
chermgrap s
dividend and 3
Ppilathos apsiigg
liefanre in
becdimes rich

1.6 million ©15.46% over the decade. Thiks i
il e decling began only feceidly

Gowernasent and private schiwils
Thee daia farther show that enrobmemt in
ar] government-aicked schoals,

witedc h sccound for maore than 65% of che il
schocd enrofment (amsd the mmunstay of tbe poor
and marginalised sections of sooery), reconded 4
shgmificamly higher dicline: by 189 million
(2N and 4.95 malon (6.41%), respec iy,

In e sethonls, o, the decEne @0 enmolmssm
at the lemenzery level has heen rather
pranoumced: 2178 millian (18, 3F%) i governimerd
sz ol and 3 85 maillion (24,343 in
povernmentaided schoolks. They have alsn
experieicnd hwer emolment of e secamlary
level, afbeii at a lower rate

Privare insaded scliools have been an
exception, s their otal enrolment increased by
1.6 miilion, o 203%. Meashly, leweer, din
registered only 3 marginal increase in elementary
and seconcary kevel enrolmseng, dhagh e
senior secandanhevel enmalment sarged by 140
i (15.55%). Thess schools s ked
thee treend but ded mot remaln e ninely tiallected

Enralment has declini acnoss the board and

[pedsianed since 200415, parthosarby at the

| elementary levels. They can neithor be ascribed

to methodolngical changes nor dismisssd is 2
a0 BEQrary even. They refect &
systematic trensttion. Thie naion s al the cusp of
4 paradigin shift, s one does nok have o go oo
L po prv (1 ot

It muay ma be 3 coincidenoe thar s oemry's
shoil-gommg popelakcn in the age group of 17
vears has also devlned by 17,30 million (5.78%)
over the pass devide. The disdline mn the
prvpaikation i i e proups of 613 and 1415
NOETE, Fekvarn b eneodment ab the clemensry
Al seunisdlary kevels, has droggped By 18,7 neallion
Ry wnd FEF million {4.25%), respectiely

Dieing deeper, the dara discern a sianis: sy
sipnihcant sirong positive cormdation bedwsen

schod enralment sl the estiraied populaon
i the relesant e group, so muck =0 that the
decline in the populanon of the releant age
Bl ewmbars the &036% declme = enrlmisri

The Bocing is furifer corrobaoraled by the G
thait the niienber of schouli m the coniey has
alsi gdecliped h:f'TELID’E. from L.55 madlicn in
200718 pa LAT millionn i 20154, 3 dedine of
51%. These are in sync wich the £t thar India
fermiliny rale declioed fo 200 m B2 which i
beloew the replacement level af 2,10, The
peersisterdt plummeting of school enrodmens i
mainly dire 10 demagraphic changes, which dao
et gty well dor e courmy

The sackal impact
A burgeaning voath popalicion 1S reoessary o
exnralment griwih, wiwch kndia has been
::-:p:r'mu'u:ﬁ il receEniy Ir bas mow emered
1hw phuisse: wiwe the pepulacion bulge i shifiing m
the right. Since the provess Bagan only recen iy, 5
I5 redhcped rather sharpdy in elementany-leved
ermlment. The effect will gradually bas firmbe be
fedr in secomdary and senior secondany-lewed
enralment, aml will fralfy impinge o higher
educaiinn.

A s afready the case in mos developed
coimries, W will s e the ransigion io a
shamilary Ill".'l'l‘ll'll"-ilﬂ'l‘ ulaen, This is
fiscomcerting becase ﬁmmm E
than expectid

Iy, 3 country muss reap as much
demographic divideisd as possible o generace
much-needed income and weakh e suppon and
susatan the burden ol an apeing populaban. India
will likiely see its population age even belore
biscortseg rich

Dreclinéng schoal enrolment has |ess 1o do with
she change in dacs coilection method than a shifl
i thwe demmographic bulge so the right. Unless e
2031 Census, “mhlﬂmh!pn.j'rrMnﬁd

different dismographic emend. - coubd mark the

beginEng of thie end of oy demographic
clividend for Tnidha ", g it

e
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Eroding federalism
Central funding for States in education
should be delinked from the NEP
B ¥ withholding Tamil Nadu's central share

of Samagra Shiksha funds for rejectng

the National Education Policy (NEP
20203, the Union Government is flexing its mus-
cles to coerce States into submisston. This move
alse undermines the intent of the Samagra
Shiksha scheme (2018-19), which consolidated
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashiriva Madhya-
mik Shiksha Abhivan, and Teacher Education
programmes. The scheme was designed o en-
sure equitable access to quality education for all
schonlchildren. Since last vear, Tamil Nadu has
repeatedly flagged the non-disbursal of 2,152
crore, warning that the funding shortfall has se-
verely strained fts school education infrastruc-
ure, affecting nearly 40 lakh soedents and
32,000 staff members. Unbon Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has explicitly blamed the
State for the impasse, declaring that the funds
will be released only if Tamil Nadu Implements
the NEP in “letter and spirit”. Adding fuel to the
fire, he has insisted that the State adopt the three-
language formula, mandating Tamil, English, and
a reglonal language in scheols. This stance disre-
gards Tamil Madu's long-standing opposition to
the trilingual system, dating back to 1937, and its
firm commitment 1o a two-language policy of Ta-
mil and English since 1968. Going a step further,
Mr. Pradhan has accused Tamil Madu's leader-
ship of being divisive and politically motivated.
He even suggested that the State needs to “come
to terms with the Indian Constitution® and adh-
ere to the “rule of law”, implying, quite unwar-
rantedly, that the State was not being run in line
with the starute.

Unsurprisingly, the response In Tamil Nadu
has been swift and sharp, especially on the lan-
guage issue, which remains non-negotiable fior
most political parties in the State. Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has rightly questioned which consri-
tutional provision mandates the three-language
policy and warned that such blatant coercion will
not be tolerated. While the NEP claims it does not
“impose Hindi", successive Union Governments
have, until now, respected Tamil Nadu's autono-
my over its language policy. Policies governing
subjects in the Concurrent List of the Constitu-
tdon require flexibility and dialogue to ensure
successful implementation across diverse re-
glons. A rigid, one-gize-fits-all approach risks un-
dermining cooperative federalism and fostering
resentment among States, which are equal stake-
holders in central schemes. A more pragmatic
Approach would be to delink Samagra Shiksha
and the Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India
}EEH SHRI) scheme from the NEP and instead tie
m:::‘;lmm Eﬂnut_perfﬂrmmr:e imdlicators. At
e andl ol il Nadu would do well o final-
Pollcy as 2 vible st ek State Education
st viable alternative to the NEP, ensuring |

combinity apd stability for Iﬁiumw
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Cracking CUET:

PIONEER (P-6), 19 FEBRUARY 2025

A step-by-step

guide to smart preparation

By understanding the exam format, setting clear goals, and following an organised
study schedule, students can cover the syllabus while boosting confidence

reparing for the
PCom mon Universit

Entrance Test {(CLIET
can feel overwhelming, espe-

tally when juggling school-

and other responsibili-
ties. However, CUET has
transformed the university
admissions process and a
well-structured preparation
plan can help you cover the
syllabus ctively while
boosting your confidence. By
fiﬂ[ﬂvfﬁﬂgastrate i appmach
over a few months, you can
&igﬂlﬁiﬂl'lﬂ.}' erhance your
chances of success.
Step 1: Understand the
CUET Exam Structure
Before diving into ara-
tion, familiarise yo with
the exam format. CUET typ-
ically consists of Language,
Domain-Specific Subjects,
and a General Test, It is
essential to obtain the official
syllabus for each section and
review it thoroughly.
Understanding the types of
questions, including multiple-
choice and short-answer for-
mats, is crucial. Be mindful of
the marking scheme, partic-
ularly any negative marking,
Step 2: Assess Your
Readiness: Start by evaluat-
ing your current knowledge

and p:‘epart:dnﬂ'.ss- Ask your-

o "i-"
self whether you have covered
the syllabus for all sections,
how confident you feel about
scoring well on ascaleof 1 to
5, and which section you
find most challenging.

Step 3: Set Clear Goals

Define your objectives based

on your preferred university
and course, Research the
CUET score requirements
for institutions like Delhi
University, Banaras Hindu
University and [NU. Having
a clear goal will keep you
motivated and focused
throughout your preparation
journey.

Step 4: Allocate Study Time
Using insights from vour self-
assessment, create a balanced
study plan. If you are strong
in certain subjects, d less
time on them but focus on
regular revision. Dedicate
more time to weaker subjects
to better understand con-
cepts and solve practice ques-

="

tons. For example, if the
General Test is particularly
challenging, allocate 1.5-2
hours glail].r to this section
while spending an hour on
Language or Domain-Specific
Subjects.

Step 5: Weekly Study
Schedule A well-structured
timetable ensures consisten-
cy. A practical approach is to
focus on one major subject
per day from Monday to
Friday. Saturday can be ded-
icated to taking mock tests
and ing performance,
while Sunday should be
reserved for reviewing the
weeks progress, revising dif-
ficult topics, and taking time
to relax and recharge. Using
timne-blocking techniques by
dividing the day into study,
practice, and relaxation slots
can be highly effective.
Step 6: Right Study
Resources Relying on quali-
ty study materials is essential.
NCERT textbooks provide
conceptual clarity, while
CUET-specific guides and
reference books offer target-
ed preparation. Online plat-
forms that provide mock tests
and video lectures can be
valuable resources. Practicing
with previous years' ques-
tion papers helps in identify-

e

FANKA, DHINGRA

ing important topics and
understanding question
trends.

Step 7: Regular Mock Tesis
Mﬂl:.:k tests play a crucial role
in CUET preparation. Aim to
take at least one full-length
test per week and gradually
increase the frequency as the
exam approaches.

Step B: Exam ics Since
CUET is a computer-based
test, familiarising yourself
with the technical require-
ments is necessary. Marking
significant dates on a calen-
dar will help in avoiding last-
minute ises.

Step 9: Maintain a Balance
Avoiding burnout is vital for
effective  preparation,
Incorporate short breaks into
your study routine and
engage in activities like exer-
cise or meditation to stay
refreshed. Ensuring you get
seven o eight hours of sleep

daily will help in maintaining
tocus and energy levels,
Step 10: Stay Positive

Congistency is the key to
achleving success in CUET.
Sticking to your study plan
while remaining adaptable
to changes will be beneficial.
(The writer is Managing
Partmer, FinTram Global
LLP; views are personal)
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" India, Teach Thyself

What Odisha tragedy says to foreign students here

epalese student Prakriti Lamsal’s death by suicide at Kalinga
Institute of Industrial Technology in Bhubaneswar is tragic;
and a wake-up call for GOI, which wants India to become an
education hub for developing countries. KII'T seemingly disregarded
Prakriti’s complaints of harassment against an Indian student.
Later, without investigation, itlabelled her suicide aresult of heart-
break. When hundreds of other Nepalese students protested, they
were bundled out to Cuttack railway station and told to stay away.
In one viral video, two KIIT staff are heard shouting at them that
the institute's expenditure on tuition and board exceeds Nepal’s
budget. Such arrogance! By this logic, Indians
in US should shop at Walmart with a sense of
* gratitude because the retail giant’s revenue
| Lﬂ exceeds GOI's budget.
% e The case snowballed into a diplomatic issue.
A - Nepal’s PM Oli raised it, Indian embassy in
:"“”Tlﬁ”’f Nepal gave an assurance, Odisha govt pulled
I HIRE . levers, the institute apologised, urging evicted
students to return, It also “removed from
service” the two loudmouth officers. In 2013,
many had scoffed when a global survey claimed
1 India was among the most racist countries.
But ask students from Africa who have suffered racial abuse here.
The Jan night in 2014 when a Delhi minister led a ‘raid’ against
Nigerians is a stain that won't wash. Our record on people from our
own Northeast isn’t great either. Surveys showed how they were
stigmatised as ‘Chinese’ during the pandemic. Now, this case has
blown up in Nepal, biggest source of foreign students to India-13,126
of 46,878 in 2021-22. Oli anyway has been showing off his China tilt,
India wants 500,000 foreign students a year by 2047, but is stuck at the
50,000 mark. Accepting what's wrong might be a good place to start. oF/
| 7
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largetingawar hero

Row over martyr’s school reeks of intolerance

N abominable attempt has been made to
erase the memory of a martyr — and that
too a Param Vir Chakra awardee. Six
decades after Company Quarter Master
wiivee Havildar Abdul Hamid took on the might
of Patlon tanks and made the supreme sacrifice in the
1965 India-Pakistan war, his family had to fight a battle
of its own to get his name reinstated at the main gate
of his school in Ghazipur district of Uttar Pradesh.
‘Shaheed Hamid Vidyalaya’ was not good enough for
the authorities; they not only renamed it '‘PM Shri
Composite School’ but also promptly effected the
change at the entrance to the institution, The outraged
kin complained to the headmaster, who asked them to
approach the local education officer. The glaring omis-
sion has finally been rectified, but the whole controver-
sy reeks of religious intolerance and insensitivity.
Havildar Hamid’s award citation mentions in glow-
ing terms that his bravery “in the face of constant ene-
my fire was in the highest traditions of the Army”.
Naam, namak, nishan — these words sum up the code
of honour of the Indian defence forces, The Indian
Army, Air Force and Navy are secular organisations —
their officers and soldiers serve the nation with pride
irrespective of their religion, caste, creed or gender, The
entire country owes gratitude to bravehearts like
Hamid, not just the community to which they belonged.
Degrading a war hero simply because he pro-
fessed a certain religion shows how deep the com-
munal rot runs. Exemplary action should be taken
against overzealous officials who stooped so low,
They were apparently trying to please their political
bosses and chose a soft target. Thankfully, the wide-
spread uproar has exposed their nefarious designs.
The incident should serve as a warning to the politi-
cal leadership and the bureaucracy to desist from
chipping away at the military’s apolitical ethos <\
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INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

WHY LEARNING IN YOUR MOTHER TONGUE IS

|
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Educationists
welcome the
Bharativa Bhasha
Pustak Scheme,
announced in the
Union Budget zozs,
as a step owards
making education
more accessible
and inclusive by
providing digital
books in Indian
languages
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WER OF MOTHER TONGLE:

LEARNING, EXPRESSION & IDENTITY

DR SAMKY BOSE
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instrostion, and encosraging highes
education in Indias languijes:

With advescemenis in sil-disien
rranakition vecls and digral k=rming,
abfoerng, i in now poksble o create
-q.l&:ﬁmhudh. selenilfic
lireraiuee, and resesrch mabeiali in
inultijtle langueges, enduring that
regional lan b stios does e
e U aocess bo kmowdedge,

Lierning in one's moteer nngee is
ol fusl aboul ecducation—ir iz alaoiil
dentity, darity, and smpowerment.
Wiketn we think and express curseives
in our nakme hnfﬁf- e leart
betier, ingsveaie r, amd conmiect
akeeper with our feeld & fubure
vt i thae Tl absse ﬂfm‘!l}‘lﬂ
Langusge 18 a fature ol <on CE
creativiey and suliural prade

Tiee mubhor & Use Cirosp CEO o

Thahies nalha Groug, & vienary diid
an educedern Benud i raly,
o s dli @ by wlal aliidand

frrmarals v st g sell iz Ty

et

o R ]


Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-11), 20 FEBRUARY 2025


PIONEER (P-7

- ), 20 FEBRUARY 2025
Empowering India’s wurkfnrca The crucial role of upskilling and inclusive hinng
With evalving indusiry demancs and a rising need for siled Iabour, onganisaions must bidge sidll gaps and creats sustainable smpioyment cpporurites

a

8 rialay’s rgguad ll-u fleniapman: rupanings ol Lty ot e Expered 1s obis KT [T
rearbit, sribol Bar Trafisnl b i conler prad Wl sup mabieg, whik cikan
llll-l""ll-lr-' hlll'ﬁ a'ﬂlln:ﬂlpw Thos pan-  thore Thes B acivaad K A4 e g cxpernier @
W il e ey e grars cepowmpEs bchacsl s B par cand sl n Ere [T Ju——
talarky for e e collr Iy e e kach dwr eoganiied s g uner g m PR e
Mo T VETT i = dighal waariry sl ade  gatred soobors, sl o b ] Hiswesar, & rdjsuin by
wed the deramnd b skdied !wlndqn-l' vq-pph.; iy ma g e ol B eriew il niveals Pud e
o wwr s LT ] L K =gy weh . Thai 1 Rl b ra thon 460 pay cmmi o ol cnd
aws fapn e =g +hill i rlnl:n.rrnrwu.r-m o EORT of L] e 1 orker ar s
Hulll.lu‘lui n / [ LR L] r“r-n-: ST R MR rl;'n.uurl‘ lr] F 3 =il dedking new job
Piran « wrevd s e bn -5 mikn Breogrewng the opysaTunde. The v for
By h{.ﬂh' g wad ‘l A nresmred. & limla I::‘-r- il daewd oy b salaris caew ey,
hﬂ:ﬂq L, LD - v b b b 130 Faleirali lm-qhﬂ. '\nu\.f |-.ru|';H.|m||..m“. e Fm‘lmu‘.
[ =T riredinid - LAl SROE wE P e gl ] BNl g
st andon @ Bervice quaby, Ay Ay and Il'-'lrﬂi.ll.h‘hhlmu- M" T e hﬂ'ﬁ.q-ﬂir\.“ﬂ [R——
el DormrthLe 1 e rn'I'JI ;I-w].ﬁ-mrlitl-l-lﬁmllﬂ'_l' milalm s el fbe aperibn v o 7 akiy P ——
T'mﬁd'lll. EIOTENEL vhe Ghebal La GTETALL thin deymirpraphs saoner Thppsartim s
tvealing fllll Craviawna | 32 ey Hhus-coile orben roba i ﬂumuunrllhl.'lnl Bedurud evrey bine-rllar werk- Practica)
Ao n-runrr.rrh- wp ey B0 por el by memypoerwr ielividasl @ ke er @@ avn ol anh wid [Ep—
Cosiroos frarmieg bram  tlamsy medcagrinbin] el commanity Fﬂl‘_ r‘“i o by e oo
i b thet L vk unt-:lﬂr n’l]ll I:heutu aqe a0 rhe ey llmr-h;;'-a L lm.hrlm ﬂhuvq—!.::!_ [ TE] A —
Bamp whrer hiabgaal  Ser v q TR (LES -H'ﬂh-lllﬁ'll wWife  Fallff SArceT  FEArEEYE n:nuh:l.-q-l.q
dsraerasH @l ok coanides nl-lllllll-s- i o AcoTiEieg e i e roke Fevmgh iy, n Tar 2 asd
+ mefeury pasdwnds rEEEaE LR T (BT Mok snd Coogmar. a2 nulring wad For iamanc, wiglers  GiErw ,ubm
m“ﬂl-pm“ ke eifeving a wvariy =l AL 1 oy i ol e Wi crrpana o bnierg acal e | i Wy cain bt Bl o
45 & 9 A &E 9 E

ha
A Ty
b o backprraaral can baad

b
Tk ax cerewang i
fai ety e sy 0 roasken
sl ) ooy inron) pormpln -
i, LA RTRCE b i
a7 b baEcanw ase o 1lE

AEraTaae L ok

Ir ik Weoricieo:
Braking Earrigrs
Lrijgrenilig widio n dhy
= Vi Sl g b
in “u".ﬁk—l.‘lq
Lrda red a sradll
P o s
--H-lp'rl. [LLAEb e 15

A..J..-r\l‘:“ Feednm,

Mt il mboye wwTET
F= DI TR e
e X

The ] hbpmb [ooding
..]—\,I, Vi i B o
B igrbifyg

e i s e oy
P:llllﬂi el araland g
,:zr'urulhnh Iy bFgran
e kg e e
nn kT n i e ol oan
IWpamii firemg neepEEm
wE fe g iy ai el i

et b ¢
Tt

! the
srlunermrni el
g EET e e ™
.:Ix:,c iy ik i n--l.l.r:l
—EWN e T g L
leriig i updckng asd
.--nnF STl pyETE
FITTE S e
L] |u| i amiee o sockal
P i :\--\IH 1 by
CCOTRRTAL P &

P oo 0 I:|.IJ-'!- didd
Prapy S Arma

"'.—f



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7), 20 FEBRUARY 2025


-

DERIES D TN
Lk I HRAFSR

[ 1EE Mimky of
Edwnadon arad v
FIAZY  OFEETiES-
braw arv waorkong
eratiime Lo s
bl Thess pinn e mes
iy brgpiatani of e Belal
T L PRl TR -
thari ‘whatseyr casds B ored
mpropneks  aed  waEl D
i o i b )

Hr preriieng =ooerh
O R A B
Ipasing sral condes, he- rop-
uinlires prrymgmir 8 dreEr
eltam o poderare codurras
o dlare Daadie pradeinss
e il to ol | oA manod®
fhe= il Teomrch Lo malify
It muprerraces Ul Le
rilhet thim erephisies on
il sl rahdbs sl
i W Ehdr s
T rmepdsicrs’ slrem
Arwtmn kereadvha: spdrr™ e
sy ol B L
R b s rcind rabiral
i pegrore m e e
wrure®, okl g ol Wikiag
arnl belbrtanl mabiplicay
Wk i i rapreEard B

mrel

wih aEs memaly omlnd-
Libzke procevchares, Prery doy s
e doumssidial  of
revedrgead piakEieg of oo
prvayadchai b Lo o s, T
lsai UG d=alf for mani-
reiien gualifiodice (b ol
o, el o ook O b
wra gadll wedeml fxl in
i bt and uriserzilbe (s
wepking Fugisielbrm  m=d
B Byt s 1 O il
The- segudadione on ikl

“lncham reesedge sy beri’
A ppiil fe g i e
v L b il ki et

TRIBUNE, (P-7), 20 FEBRUARY 2025

UGC draft rules limit academic autonomy

i pesereiy i nclingz ooach
ing oanivibuiies i Irdhes
brgusges: ewhirg-reTemg
o h i Ll bisirtd

wrbsl wrs et

Tha ech of cler =vln-
vardion g s [r ksl
wiripr, Wwvding some B
indsapprcheTien il sl
D et o i -
iy erl s ererraETL

T v 1 s, ks
wlult P S don, BgrRaEy
i arierion Lo Siredion. ams

uriveraity il (SREEE o
o e B i oSl
of quadiiy of teaching-Seam-
i I Fuiggear exchsoetiar rob-
tuirren. H b il e 1o
rihrck (b cwatay
s il Rarthey sonin ke
jeaching  meramasiiy  The
drpl delines wro redd bl il
IR, DL R i
e e iz (g Tas fran-
rncws af arle s ke

X w Wim Tha mdurl
regiadi bt rerpdine T wmloe
s e TR ) B
i [or Uhae meraroh ared
pohbliwbon, dhevmin kot
vk el pEiEikilin wong
s by 2 o, B g s
LATREE repu e e eEnEL
ipmm b bemer L deotrion o
rorms rdEbky oo
They bihsls  “Srrowtliee
weirhing ernin bt
romsnrch oo femctrg Ink-cared
ol ObbEd RN

v pdem, shdend vk
b et SRR S
inl oonlsel coosien B
[ B TR
il ] s o kg

Tra: sefelagiins ko e
refsich, TaEnls saal prebdl
robizrs e dmaching - and
v, pokan ladky ladery L
an tinbsderes in scelene
el L O ok
ol b Wbl peadhaT i (i
inbarterw et CiEELiEe
vkl aril merlving

IE b b o R iy the
mlection coererriing dsrr-
i o decde whelber the
restaich gublisalisre e in
PRI R |mirTaby,
Wiwiher fha chaplen are in
ks pubibshed by repeuiend
Pl gl whother o
-mrvdidaios. corandvdibig in

Mo bzl
replit e e
vl
e linggdy
chiwcirmenire anud
preizlhy
e st o
i beslinaes |'|'|gl:-,
st e v im
e sdinliny,

“

WAL & e ek e, el o aflersis ek P Pl e gl e fG il i e

the e mrvws are ressble,

Ther repuilEie ik ol g
Wil BabREle TEETOE
e G fehy desdog
rraatl. pariiakrly Tor oarke
carvar  ommarchorne The
oImpsans on et o

shall irchichs o EeelRe: (ol
' the whioriAnrlar e
LI hairmian pred L wpes
wudlw e L nbvees b T
VRO bk ok b pprizlad by
fhr v i rareelior

dored T reppbstiorn des Bl
ity whether b chaiied
lof g urth the &kl and
wirbvains o b cvd o] G fedid €
erp "M i reel in Y o P for
thn Bprberad slrpSRG Of S
e br Bl ki b aitoripl 46
rerokc-oonind all ficatiansl
weali kil ook, FEERADESE O pdl
vl i B iR F el medier
i e Comrurssnd Liet. A
il pigis lzgelher ouilsy
e ITERWy T ecucnlien gl
spamu 1§ por cont of GOP
alicemtion by har wmon e
srvmveml in Uik s Budget

Thie e brakiatlan of prassy
| B Lk off it bl iprd

Ailgraary 5% B imarrinde &

B L dierck

bokepipic geduren Dok
vl bz ey ool e b
m afard L e iy geople
Thay purpied W olilige, The
prmapubile G PEDICHETL
L by s et sy iR
4 Feified asq e bl
iy mieaningfal lnmder s
aiil=sax the opdiamine depors-
flex thatl Pase long Srhes-
Eered Lerka s mzabenie

ruaTEired e
i el ned buese il T
ET mevies s neersrers aied
apprtziies. The ohikgslam
tw pprremmlalE e o Echian
erarrrdives ey BOETOBY
el ey perees willi
b cdapirerd o i
e i B e T s
maaninglal [ivoksanest o
Lt e okl
Thes % LT e

i dhondorn wred | be el rer-
e o sran gk the Ieir ol of

priblrniErs 2 Lha
(eeilty maembnts dbomalp pus
wm TP Ry Sl T
i g bz diregaed Ter he:
wrd | wdrag ol e adeamibe 2087,
(o e [ ) T ]
ared underpasd
The reenebrend for dae et
W soe-charrsdor  rdedes
e w10 yoars of v
rence ol @ sonker el in
by jaisds sy
b, p bl pud ey i’ s
e wwiw undbriakngs ol
who by = praen ek
TIPS
o dchua g | oodriadkena The
kP TR I TR
b v b v b coratiTules
by e vmloochencelior 11

Ex Tha T e
ETpoes merrares e e el
rmbroks, breabing trivl et
sid oy e ewdiddy
Thei el Fi s on1 Lz -
serfkal oprprosch e Duds
o dcvipani L (i i verss Drolif-
Uil oy Wik, o drad pri-
onthics. Higieh eibstin mon
L Corsuemsend. e, wilh badhy
e Uonbral ot sdsii e
rarrds remled wiih peBsTE (0
kadidle mn mhicion e
w1 crordmalos snd
LT OE of aberhads e
i R 10riis Ll D! i o=
HladUie Congii i) cormd-
TR s vl e e
hafi Imypmiinn
Mhesremr ihe ki

oradp-oagn]  (Esorirdrodan
aminl heoreoend sl dis
arilly nphls s veamending
o reg i LG poriwarass
= presraeg The EaisE pan
Tha ol g delinne s G
ety ilmfies], sureedsmply
s wral pedene e
usonnd et of geidelines. Thes
Tira B wrin] i e iedaliy
el b charps] wits e
merErsl, AR AT
RS PR e Al
that prariis= sk fise-
dom itk iy
The- “Aewl-baeirgg o whclmin sral
By akke A aywlonede
amdFamenl o smilel e
sabireg i Buolnnlies aril
erafs v b repareal
ared #fothe Bl e
Irgter wvlucalamon baba =g



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 20 FEBRUARY 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


osi

HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 21 FEBRUARY 2025

ing our tongue: The

rise & fall of languages

The decline of some
languages was probably
expected by India’s
podicymakers because
the facilities provided for
langmeage echscation are
mainly for these included
in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution
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