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MIND MATTERS 5

HOW DEEPFAKES ARE CREATING NEW RISKS
FOR WOMEN IN INDIA

OPINION

DR FAUZIA KHAN

ith the rise in
the usage of
digital media

by Indians, a new challenge
has arisen in the form of
synthetic and manipulated
media, particularly deep-
fakes. The term, created
from “deep learning” and
“fake”, refers to content
altered or generated using
Al to appear convincingly
real. While this technol-
ogy is misused globally for
financial fraud and politi-
cal manipulation, its most
serious impact in India has
been gendered. Women in-
creasingly find their faces
inserted into explicit or vio-
lent content without their
consent, creating signifi-
cant harm to dignity, pri-
wvacy and social reputation.

REGULATION AND
ENFORCEMENT MUST
LEAD THE RESPONSE
The Indian government has
recognised the seriousness
of this issue. The National
Commission for Women
has also taken note of this
issue, proposing a new sec-
tion in the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita to define ‘modified
content’. These steps reflect
that the Indian government
is beginning to seriously
tackle the problem. In Oc-
tober 2025, it released the
Draft Synthetic Informa-
tion IT Rules 2025, which
require watermarks on
Al-generated content and
mandate user declarations
for uploaded material.
However, regulatory clar-
ity is essential, and unfor-
tunately, these rules create
more problems than they
solve. They broadly define
anything made or altered
digitally that looks real as
“Synthetically Generated
Information”, or SGI. Apar
Gupta of the Internet Free-
dom Foundation notes that
these draft definitions are
broad enough toinclude or-
dinary digital tools such as
Instagram filters, automat-
ed captions, or even basic
image edits. The Rules pro-
vide penal consequencesin
case the wrong watermark
is used, or SGI is used to
commit an ‘unlawful act’.
This is extremely broad
wording and can be used
to censor any content. He
states that “The combina-
tion of vague definitions,
platform censorship and
proactive monitoring can
be used to remove content
critical of the government.”
It risks placing a compli-
ance burden on legitimate
content creators without
necessarily improving
protection for victims of
non-consensual synthetic

intimate imagery. We need
process transparency, not
punitive or reactive content
moderation, he concludes.
Regulations intended to ad-
dress online gender-based
harm must therefore be
narrowly tailored, focusing
on the deliberate creation
and circulation of manipu-
lated intimate content rath-
er than covering everyday
digital expression.

Along with legisla-
tive reform, India must
strengthen its enforcement
capacity. Cybercrime units
remain chronically under-
staffed and undertrained,
and often lack the forensic
tools required to detect ma-
nipulated content quickly.
Reducing delays in take-
down processes and inves-
tigations is as important as
drafting new rules.

TECHNOLOGY HAS
OUTPACED PROTEC-
TION
Despite emerging policy
responses, the tools used
to create deepfakes have
become more accessible
than ever. Free mobile ap-
plications can replace faces,
generate synthetic videos
or remove clothing from
photographs within min-
utes, even for users who
have no technical expertise.
The Make It Real report
2025, released by the Rati
Foundation in collabora-
tion with Tattle Civic Tech,
documents how these tools
have made forms of abuse
once considered extreme
increasingly common.
Digital platforms face a
similar challenge. Synthetic
content spreads quickly
and often outruns detec-
tion systems. With cyber-
crime units already over-
stretched, manipulated
images remain online long
enough to be downloaded,
mirrored, forwarded and

archived. This creates a
situation where complete
removal is extremely dif-
ficult, even after the con-
tent is proven false. These
trends show that offensive
technology is advancing
faster than legal and pro-
tective institutions.

UNDERSTANDING THE
HUMAN IMPACT

Although deepfakes are
produced through artifi-
cial intelligence, their ef-
fects are felt in everyday
life. When a manipulated
video that appears to show
a woman in an explicit or
compromising situation
begins circulating, the con-
sequences are serious. Even
if proven false, an affected
person may experience
fear of judgement, anxiety
about being recognised by
acquaintances, concern

about workplace reputa-
tion or uncertainty about
where the content has trav-
elled. The knowledge that
the material cannot be fully
removed from the internet
adds to the distress.

The Rati Foundation, a
charity that helps tackle the
issue of online safety in In-
dia, released a report titled
Make It Real, which found
that nearly 70 percent of
abuse cases reported by
Indian women in 2025 in-
volved Al-generated ma-
nipulated images. It also
noted that women are
increasingly targeted by
strangers rather than by in-
dividuals known to them.

Well-known incidents
highlight the scale of the
problem. The 2023 ma-
nipulated video of actress
Rashmika Mandanna,
widely reported by nation-

al media, showed how real
such content can appear.
Journalist Rana Ayyub has
spoken in international
publications about being
targeted with deepfake
sexual imagery as part of
organised online harass-
ment. In Assam, influencer
Archita Phukan faced non-
consensual distribution
and monetisation of deep-
fake content created by a
disgruntled ex-partner, a
case reported in Mathrub-
humi and The Economic
Times.

Social responses often
intensify the harm. Fami-
lies may feel uncertain or
uncomfortable, especially
when unfamiliar with digi-
tal manipulation. Adoles-
cents may not understand
the seriousness of forward-
ing manipulated content.
Additionally, women face a
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lot of resistance from their
communities to even file a
complaint with the cyber-
crime cell, in order to avoid
“further attention’.

THE ROLE OF PLAT-
FORMS, SCHOOLS
AND FAMILIES
Platforms such as Meta
and Google must develop
stronger mechanisms for
identifying and remov-
ing manipulated intimate
imagery and provide clear
pathways to solve urgent
user complaints. Regula-
tions should support these
processes while avoiding
unnecessary burdens on
lawful communication.
The Draft Rules need to be
altered to facilitate this.
Additionally, schools and
colleges should incorpo-
rate digital literacy into
their curriculum, with em-

phasis on consent, privacy,
responsible sharing and
awareness about synthetic
media.

Deepfake content may
begin as a prank among
classmates and end up re-
surfacing in later years in
ways that damage a per-
son’s privacy, dignity and
opportunities. Parents also
play an important role.
Open conversations about
online safety and digital be-
haviour help prevent harm.
Families should be encour-
aged to respond to victims
with support. These social
institutions forman impor-
tant part of the broader re-
sponse towards deepfakes.

CONCLUSION

Deepfakes represent a fast-
evolving form of gender-
based online harm that
requires coordinated and
carefully designed action.
India must adopt precise
regulatory definitions fo-
cused on non-consensual
synthetic intimate content,
invest in stronger cyber
forensic capacity, and en-
courage transparent plat-
form processes for swift
takedowns. Digital literacy
and public awareness
must also become central
to prevention, ensuring
that women feel supported
rather than isolated when
such incidents occur. On
this International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
against Women, institu-
tions, communities and
platforms must work to-
gether to ensure that tech-
nology does not become a
tool that undermines the
safety and dignity of wom-
en.

Dr Fauzia Khan, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabba,
and former Minister of State
[for GAD, Education, Health,
Mabharashtra

Sovereignty, sanctions and legal complexities
of buying oil from a state at war

OPINION

PROF. ABHINAV MEHROTRA
& DR. BISWANATH GUPTA
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The Russia-Ukraine con-
flict has prompted gov-
ernments worldwide to
reshape global energy
flows through sanctions,
diplomatic pressure, and
economic incentives. These
actions reflect political and
strategic choices, but they
also raise deeper questions
about the legal foundations
of energy governance, the
limits of external pressure,
and the balance between
state sovereignty and col-
lective security. Under-
standing this balance is es-
sential, as energy markets
are deeply intertwined
with global stability, eco-

-
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nomic recovery, and inter-
national norms.

PERMANENT SOVER-
EIGNTY OVER NATU-
RAL RESOURCES

A central principle of in-
ternational energy law is
the doctrine of Permanent
Sovereignty over Natural
Resources (PSNR), articu-
lated in United Nations
General Assembly Reso-
lution 1803 (1962). PSNR
affirms that states retain
full authority over the ex-
ploration, development,
and sale of their natural
resources. Under general
international law, states are

not legally required to stop
purchasing oil from a coun-
try engaged in armed con-
flict. Decisions to restrict
trade based on geopoliti-
cal considerations, human
rights concerns, or alliance
commitments are political
choices rather than legal
obligations. Only sanc-
tions adopted by the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) create binding du-
ties for all states.

THE ROLE OF SANC-

TIONS IN INTERNA-

TIONAL DIPLOMACY

Sanctions, when applied
carefully and multilater-
ally, are legitimate instru-
ments of diplomacy. They
serve to signal interna-
tional condemnation, re-
strict resources available
to aggressors, and uphold
fundamental norms such
as sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. The global
response to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict illustrates

LATERAL SANCTIONS
AND STRATEGIC AU~
TONOMY

Tensions emerge when
unilateral sanctions or
extraterritorial pressures

the belief that targeted eco-  are imposed. India’s ap-
nomic measures can deter  proach, guided by “strate-
1 and di ate  gic ” i

solidarity with affected
states. Sanctions can thus
reinforce global norms
while exerting pressure
without resorting to direct
military engagement.

CHALLENGES OF UNI-

diplomatic engagement,
economic stability, and
protection of domestic in-
terests. Legally, India’s pol-
icy does not violate inter-
national rules. Politically,
it reflects the challenge of
navigating global pressures

while safeguarding na-
tional priorities. Strategic
autonomy allows states to
maintain sovereignty while
participating in a highly
interconnected and politi-
cized global energy system,
highlighting the limits of
externally imposed coer-
cion.

BALANCING SOVER-
EIGNTY AND COLLEC-
TIVE ACTION

An equitable and rules-
based energy order must si-
multaneously respect state

sovereignty and support
coordinated international
responses to crises. Achiev-
ing this balance is complex,
as energy markets, supply
chains, and security dy-
namics are closely linked.
National decision-making
cannot occur in isolation,
yet cooperative action is
essential to maintain stabil -
ity. Effective governance re-
quires reconciling domestic
priorities with shared in-
ternational responsibilities
to ensure resilience, fair-
ness, and predictability in

energy markets.
DESIGNING EFFECTIVE
SANCTIONS

Sanctions illustrate the
tension between sover-
eignty and collective action.
Poorly designed or incon-
sistently applied measures
can disproportionately

remain proportionate,
legitimate, and fair, avoid-
ing arbitrary or politically
selective outcomes. By re-
specting the legal rights of
states while signaling inter-
national norms, sanctions
can function as a measured
tool to uphold order with-
out undermining sover-

eignty.

CONCLUSION
Sovereignty remains a
cornerstone of the inter-
national system, yet no
state operates in isolation.
Balancing national pre-
rogatives with collective
responsibility is crucial
for a stable, equitable, and
rules-based global energy
order. Carefully designed
sanctions, grounded in
multilateral oversight,
can uphold international
norms while allowing
states to pursue domes-
tic priorities. Recognizing
both the authority of states
over their resources and
the necessity of coordi-
nated international action
is essential for faimess, re-
silience, and stability in an

affect vul ble popula-
tions, distort markets, or
erode trust among states.
Effective sanctions should
be transparent, predictable,
multilateral, and carefully
targeted. A nuanced ap-
proach ensures sanctions

inter dworld.

Prof. Abbinav Mebrotra is an
Associate Professor and Dep-
uty Director at O.P. Jindal
Global University.

Dr. Biswanath Gupta is an
Associate Professor at O.P.
Findal Global University.
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€L overthe next5-10 years, we
should shift our technologies
towards green fuels, whether
electrically operated tractors

or machines running
compressed biogas

Devesh Chaturvedi,

agriculture secretary

From infra to medicine, industry leaders see artificial intelligence as a multiplier for human potential

Al not a threat: Bhattacharya

PINAK GHOSH

Calcutta: Amid persistent
anxieties that artificial in-
telligence (AI) will displace
human workers, Arundhatl
Bhattacharya, president and
CEO of Salesforce-South
Asla, on Thursday offered a
different perspective, arguing
that Al s not a threat to Jobs
but a strategic tool that could
help developing economies
enhance service delivery in
healthcare, education and the
publicsector.
Pointing to divergent
in and

(left) Arundhati Bhattacharya and Bhaskar Ghosh
on Day 1 of Infocom 2025 at the Hyatt Regency
in Calcutta on Thursday. Pictures by Sanat Kr Sinha

but to some extent, sure,” she
saltl adding that the context

developing economies, Bhat-
tacharya, in a keynote address
at the Infocom 2025, a flagship
event of the ABP Group, saild

stand to
benefit by deploying Al and ro-
botic agents to counter labour
shortages.
: “In the developed world,
MONEY MAR! thereisalready a labour short-
Yield (%)  age. The next wave is going

475-545
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Demand
to sustain

FY26 growth

® BENGALURU: India will
withstand trade-relat-
eduncertainties and
maintain growth through
the rest of 2025/26
(April-March), with the
help of strong demand,
steady public spending
and easing inflation,
the government said In
1ts monthly economic
report. Macroeconomic
developments in October
indicate a stable and re-
silient domestic economy,
supported by easing price
DYesSUres. Revers

Bandhan loans

= CALCUTTA: Bandhan
Bank will sell NPAS over
180 days past due with
principal outstanding
worth #3,212.17 crore and
auctlon the written-off
loan portfollo of ¥3,719.14
crore as on September
30,2025,

Adani purchase

= MUMBAL Adani Group
on Thursday said 1t will
buy a 72.8 per cent stake
in Flight Simulation
Technique Centre (FSTC)
for ¥820 crore, marking
the conglomerate’s foray
into the pilot training
segment. pri

Whirlpool stake

® NEW DELHI: Whirlpool
Mauritius, a promoter
entity of Whiripool of
Indfa Ltd, on Thursday
divested a 11.23 per cent
stake in the home apphi-
ances maker for 71,489
crore through an open
market transaction. rm

to be robotic agents, and that
1s where they will be able to
make good of thelr 10ss of la-
bour. It may not go entirely,

ping countries like
Imua is different.

“In the developing world,
there 1s no shortage of people.
ButIthink thereisa big reason
to lean into AL We (India) are
avery populous nation, and in
a brick and mortar manner,
there 1s no way that you can
give the service that these peo-
ple actually deserve, whether
1t be services Hke medicine,
education or citizen services
that the government should
provide,” Bhattacharya said.

She pointed to crowded

classrooms and overstretched
state hospitals as examples of
systemic limitations that AT
can help ease, “If we want to
improve the quality of life of
the people who go to state hos-
pitals, If we want to improve
the kind of pedagogy that we
can give to 60 students in a
class, Alat long last allows us
to do all of these — allows us
to target treatment, create tal-
lored curricula for students,
allows a person who may not
be very good in communica-
tlon to write an Intelligible let-
ter,” she sald.

Bhattacharya said Al can

act as a catalyst for restoring
human dignity in essential
services. “For the flrst time,
We are getting a chance in this
technological age for humans
to become more human,” she
sald. “But we have to do it well.
We have to remember that

can enhance the IQ of the
workers. We should use AInot
for replacing workers but to
enhance the capability of each
and every person in the enter-
prise with the power of AL"
Ghosh said.

“What I strongly belleve

there 1s an ethical use for it if  In the next 3-5 years down the
we do it for the benefit of man-  line, every individual in the
kind, if we do it without allow-  world will have a personal cog-
inglttobecome the controlling  nitive brain. Every business
factor, if we doit with fullun- will have a digftal enterprise
derstanding brain and every
of how we nation will
control it, ' have a national
guard itand  An ABP initiativ digital brain,”
Mctitrahe | D OMYE " Ghoshadded
added. Bishwait
Industry leaders at the Mohapatra, head of customer
Infocom echoed her stance. solutions and CIO advisory at

Bhaskar Ghosh, chief strat-
egy and innovation officer at
Accenture, sald AT should be
viewed as a capability multi-
plier rather than a headcount
reducer. “Suppose I have to
1ift a weight, maybe I will be
able to lift 50 kg. But with a
machine, I can lift 500 kg with
lesser effort. Think of Al as
exactly the same thing, only
instead of Iifting weights, 1t

AWS, drew parallels with the
cloud revolution. He recalled
similar fears in the late 2000s
that operational engineers
would become redundant.
“With the explosion of cloud
technology, more opportuni-
tles have opened up. We are
exactly at the same inflexion
point. But the fundamentals
are not going to change,” he
said.

Experts urge

robust tech
foundation
OUR BUREAU
g:;cc:m: Artifictal ntell. g ieEORIImRAntls
tem for live

on the opening day of Infocom events, said C. Senthil
2025, with experts highlighting Rajan, joint secretary,
the surge in AT and quantum ministry of information
technology applications —  and broadcasting, GOI, at
from drug discovery to pre- Infocom on Thursday
dicting bond price movements.

Stephen Ibarak}, chairman  that today’s telecom networks
and managing general part- are inadequate for AI work-
ner, REDDS Capital outiined loads and pointed to the need
ten bre for high low-la-

gles—from AI and quantum
computing to robotics and re-
newable energy—that he sald
will define future enterprise
competitiveness.

Despite the momentum,
speakers warned that AI's po-
tential cannot be fully realised
without a rohust technolog-
ical

tency networks, scalable data
centres, cloud platforms and
strong security frameworks.
Amar Babu, president, Le-
novo - Asla Pacflc, stressed
the need for a hybrid infra-
structure of coexisting public
Als, such as large language
models ke ChatGPT, with pri-

‘e need to
build a strong foundation to
run Al,” said Raju Vegesna,
CMD, Sify Technologles, dur-
1ng a fireside chat with Arnab
Basu, client and industries
leader at PWC Indla. He noted

prise Als.

Dhruba Mukherjee, CEO,
ABP, while welcoming the at-
tendees to Infocom, sald that
technology, which was previ-
ously the core of the confer-
ence, isnow the central theme.

Equity markets hit all-time highs

Bengaluru: India’s equi-
ty benchmarks ended little
changed on Thursday, as in-
vestors took proflts after the
indexes scaled record highs
amid a favourable macroeco-
nomic backdrop and boosted
by hopes of a local rate cut
next week.

The Nifty 50 rose 0.04 per
cent to 26215.55 and the BSE
Sensex settled 0.13 per cent
higher at85720.38, both closing
Just shy of record closing high
levels hit in September 2024.
Meanwhile, the broader small-
caps fell 0.5 per cent, while

The Nifty and the Sensex
rose as much as 0.4 per cent
and 0.5 per cent, respectively,

g Jan2024  April Juy O

“The market setup, at least
for the large-cap benchmarks,
rematns very favourable for a
continued rally,” sald Sunny
Agrawal, head of

NIFTY 50 SCALES 14-MONTH PEAK
- £
26000

Pre-2024 rellorel
dections rally
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Source: Reuters|
uations, stable domestic flows,
benign inflation and robust

economic growth prospects,”
Agrawal sald.

earlierinthe toall-th
highs of 26310.45 and 86055.86,
driven by rate-sensttive finan-
clals amid growing conviction
of policy easing by the Reserve
Bank of India next week.

SBICA itles.

“This is supported by im-
minent rate-cut hopes from
both the Federal Reserve and
the RBI, improving domestic
earnings, tax cuts, eased val-

The ks, however,
ended flat as broad-based prof-
1t booking at record highs off-
set the strength in financials.

“Bouts of profit-taking are
inevitable at all-time highs
and will continue until the De-

cember earnings season meets
expectations and justifies val-
uations in the broader small-
cap and mid-cap segments.”
Among Sensex firms, Bajaj
Finance, ICICI Bank, Hindustan
Unilever, Baja) Finserv, HCL
Tech and HDFC Bank were the
major gainers. Heavywelght fi-
nancials rose 0.5 per cent, while
banks and private banks gained
about 0.3 per

Portal for unclaimed
assets in the works

OUR BUR|

Calcutta: The finance minis-
try 1s working with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to bulld a
single, consolidated portal that
would allow savers and retafl

Forelgn Institutional In-
vestors bought equities worth
¥4,778.03 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.

assets across multiple finan-
cial instruments, including
dormant bank deposits, pen-

Domestic Inves-
tors also purchased stocks
worth ,247.93 crore in the
previous trade.

Among individual stocks,
Ashok Leyland jumped 7.3
per cent to a record high after
the truck manufacturer’s unit
approved its merger with real
estate firm NDL Ventures.

Reuters

slon balances, equity holdings
and unpald

The initiative aims to
streamline what 1s currently
a fragmented, time-consum-
ing process and bolster con-
sumer protection in one of the
world's fastest-growing retail
investment markets.

The portal 1s to

M Nagaraju

“The DFS is working with
the RBI to develop a unified
Integrated portal...for across
all the regulators and to be co-
ordinated by the RBI,” he said.

To recover unclaimed as-
sets, RBI has launched the
UDGAM portal, while the Se-
curities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebl) and Insurance

be launched soon, M Nagara-
]u. secretary of department
services said on

India-UAE trade
talks progress

New Delhi: India and the UAE
have discussed issues related
to market access, data shar-
ing, allocation of gold tmport
quota, ant-dumping and ser-
vices to boost tles,

briefed the UAE on 1ts recent
decision to allocate Gold TRQ
through a transparent com-
petitive bidding process.

The two sides also deliber-

the commerce ministry said
on Thursday.

These Issues were dis-
cussed during a meeting of
the Joint Committee under
the India-UAE CEPA (compre-
hensive economic partnership
agreement). CEPA 1s a kind of
free trade agreement (FTA).

“The two sides conducted
a comprehensive review of
progress under CEPA and de-
tailed discussions were held
on market access issues, data
sharing, allocation of Gold
TRAQ (tariff rate quota), an-
H-dumping matters, services,
Rules of Origin, BIS licens-
ing,” itsafd.

The Indian side also

ated regulato-
Ty cooperation in pharmaceu-
ticals, resolution of issues re-
lated to Cerfificates of Origin
and early signing of the MoU
on food safety and technical
requirements between the ag-
ricultural and processed food
products export development
authority (APEDA), Indla and
ministry of climate change
and environment, UAE.

The bilateral trade has
crossed $100 billion in 2024-25,
which isan Increase of 19.6 per
centover 2023-24.

The two have fixed a tar-
get to Increase non-oil and
non-precious metal trade to
$100 billion by 2030.

Tt

Mahindra eyes EV bounty

Bengalurn: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra plans to sell around
7,000 electric vehicle (EV) units
by the end of this fiscal, a top
executive sald on Thursday.

The Mumbal-based auto
maker currently sells between
4,000-5,000 EVs per month.

‘The company, which on
Thursday expanded its EV
portfolio with the launch of a
seven-seater model XEV 9§,
aims for the electric range to
account for around 25 per cent
of its overall volumes by 2027-
2028 calendar years.

“We are moving to an op-
erating production capacity of
EVs to 8,000 units per month
by the fiscal end, out of which
we hope to sell 7,000 units a
month,” Mahindra & Mahin-
dra (M&M) executive director
and CEO for auto and farm

The Mahindra XEV 9e in
Chennai on Wednesday.
(Reuters)

sectors Rajesh Jejurikar told
reporters here.

The company currently
rolls out 1ts electric vehicles
from 1ts Chakan-based manu-
facturing plant.

Mahindra has already sold
over 30,000 EVs (BE 6 and XEV
9) over the last seven months,
raking in a revenue of around

28,000 crore.

Jejurikar noted that the
company 1s working towards
establishing charging infra-
structure for EVs, with plans
to have around 1,000 charging
points by 2027, with a focus on
high traffic areas.

Onexports, he sald that the
company 18 looking to do that
in a calibrated manner.

“We have an overall path
to exports for the electric
SUV portfolio, but we will do
it in a calibrated manner. We
have sald right-hand markets
first and then, depending on
the response, we will ook at
the left-hand markets,” he
added

Hestated that the company
1s also looking at some solu-

of.

Queune of food delivery
workers in front of a
restaurant in Calcutta

Food service

projected to
pass $125bn
by 2030

New Delhi: India’s food ser-
vice market 1s likely to cross
$125 billion by 2030, with the
organised section expected to
double from its current level
and overtake the unorganised
segment, according toareport.
In 2025, the food service
market in the country 1s estl-
mated at $78 billion, according
to the report titled ‘How India
Eats’ by Swiggy and Kearney.
The food service market stood
at $49 billlon in 2019 and 1s es-
timated to reach over $125 bil-
lion by 2030, the report sald.
The organised segment
will drive over 60 per cent of
the overall growth in food ser-
vices, and overtake the unor-
ganised segment, itadded.
‘The food services segment
in India presents a massive
headroom for growth, with the
current contribution to GDP
at 1.9 per cent compared with
5 per cent in China and 6 per
centin Brazil, the report noted.

IT dept eyes
undisclosed
assets

New Delhi: The Income Tax
department will start sending
SMS/emalls to about 25,000
individuals, who are part of
the “high-risk” cases iden-
tifled for non-disclosure of
forelgn assets in the income
tax returns (ITRs) filed for
assessment year (AY) 2025-26,
sources said.

The “high-risk” cases have
been identified on the basis of
information received from for-
elgn jurisdictions under the
automatic exchange of infor-
mation (AEOI) framework.

As part of the ‘nudge’ cam-
paign, the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) in the
first phase will target 25,000
‘high-risk’ cases by sending
SMS/emalls, asking them to

Thursday while speaking ata
camp on ‘Aapki Poonji Aapka
Adhfkar’ (Your Money Your
Right) organised by Punjab
National Bank in New Delhi.

'y and Di
Authority of India (IRDAI)
MITRA and Bima Bharo-

parency and trust.

On October 4, finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
launched a three-month na-
tlonwide awareness campaign
on unclaimed assets in the fi-
nanctal sector.

Providing an update on
recoveries, Nagaraju sald the
outreach and facilitation ef-
forts have already enabled the
return of 1,887 crore to right-
ful owners or their nominees,

Citizens often find un-
claimed financial assets, includ-
ing insurance policy claims,
bank deposits, dividends, shares
and mutual fund proceeds, hard
to recover due to the rigorous
and frustrating process they
face at financial Institutions.

During the campaign, t:lt»
lZEDS are expected to be

sa portals,
The Integrated portal

how
to search for their \mc]almed

would make it

assets,

easler for citizens to locate
thelr unclaimed funds and
provide convenience, trans-

Dlete claim procedures. Digital
tools and step-by-step demon-
strations will be showcased.

Investor protection key
priority for Sebi: Pandey

New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi chatrman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Thursday stressed
the need to strengthen Investor
protection, warning that unreg-
istered advisory groups con-
tinue to Iure (ndividuals into
unsafe trading channels and
that dabba trading keeps resur-
facing In new digttal forms.

He sald the challenge has
Intensified in an age where
misinformation spreads faster
than facts. Fraudulent trading
apps look convincing, digital
profiles mimic legitimacy and

Tuhin Kanta Pandey

registered advisory groups lure
individuals into unsafe trading
channels, and dabba trading
continues to reappear in new
digital disguises”. Such unreg-

flle revised ITR by D
31, 2025, to avold penal conse-
quences. The second phasewill
start from mid-December. prr

guar: turn
promise what no regulated
market can offer.

Pandey noted thatsuch “un-

istered. V. and dis-
guised operations are not isolat-
ed Incidents, but coordinated at-
tempts to exploit investor trust.

This makes it essential, he satd,
to ensure that people do not fall
prey to “deception disguised as
opportunity”.

Incentive structure

Sebi on Thursday introduced a
new Incentive structure for mu-
tual fund distributors, where-
by they will recetve additional
commission for bringing in
new individual investors from
B-30 citles and new women In-
vestors fromany city.

The new incentive struc-
ture, atmed at promoting
wider outreach and aware-
ness, will become effective
from February 1, 2026

m

Apple opposes

New Delhi: Apple is chal-
lenging India’s new antitrust
penalty law under which the
US company could potentially
face a fine of up to $38 billion,
acourtfiling at the Delhi High
Court, seen by Reuters, shows.

The challenge s the first
against India’s antitrust pen-

es to declare as 1llegal the 2024
1aw that allowed the CCI to use
global turnover, not just that in
India, when calculating penal-
tles, according to 1ts 545-page
court filing, which is not public.
Apple's “maximum penal-
ty exposure” at the rate of 10
per cent of its average global

new antitrust law

Apple cited the CCI's use of
the new rules for the first time
on November 10 in an unrelat-
ed case, where they were ret-
rospectively applied to a viola-
tion by the affected company a
decade earlfer.

Apple has “no choice but
to bring this constitutional

“This growth is an out- | alty law, which, since last turnover dertved fromall of its  challenge now to avold retro-
come of unstoppable consum- | year, allows the C Crowd wmde o Awle ser for spective of penalty
er demand supported by resil- | Commission of India (CCI) to n September (Reuters) years to 2024 could be around  against them,” it argued.
fent supply,” the report said, | use global turnover when cal- $38billion, 1tsaid in the filing. The company has main-
adding that cloud Kitchens, | culating the penalties itimpos-  US smartphone company had Such a “penalty based on tained that it 1s a small player
QSRsand dessert parfoursare | es on companies for abusing engaged in “abusive conduct” global turnover...would be compared with Google’s An-
expected to lead the charge.. | thelr market dominance. on the apps market of its {P-  manifestly arbitrary, uncon- drold, which is the dominant

Itpointed out that the Indi- Since 2022, Tinder-owner honeOperating System,10S.  stitutional, grossly dispropor-  player in the Indian market.
anconsumer isexperimenting | Match and Indlan start-ups Apple denied all wrongdo-  tlonate, unjust,” it added. Apple’s smartphone base
more with 20 per cent growth | have been locked In an anti- 1ing, and the CCI 1s yet to make Compantes alsorisk finesof  has, however, become four
in unique cuisines ordered | trust battle with Apple atthe afinal decision in the case, in-  as much as 10 per cent of their times larger in the last five
per customer and 30 per cent | CCI, where Investigators last cluding any penalty. global turnover for antitrust vi-  years in India, according to
growthin ordered | yearissued areport saying the The company isaskingjudg- olationsin the: Union.  Counterpoint Research. Rewers

tons for les,
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llegal immigration is undeniably a threat to

1 India. But that should not give the State the li-
cence to evict people on the basis of contested
evidence. The fate of Sunali Khatun, a resident of
Bengal's Birbhum district, shows that such a pos-
sﬂ)lhty cannot be ruled outin a country whose rul-
to ise the rhetonc

of ghuspal.'hlyas for political and ideol 1 pur-

Bureaucratic complexity afflicts not just the SIR

Control treak

T.M. KRISHNA

ike many of my fellow cit-
izens, I collected my Spe-
cial Intensive Review form
from my block-level officer.
While lawyers battle over
the nitty-gritty of the SIR in the
Supreme Court, I can vouch for one
thing: the SIR form itself creates
confusion. The manner in which

poses. Ms Khatun and five others, including her
minor son, had been detained in Delhi in June and
deported to Bangladesh within a matter of days.
The Centre alleges that they dld not possess the

y to prove citi hip or legit-
imate residency and that due process was followed
in the course of their deportation. But things took
a revealing turn in the court of law. The Calcutta
High Court not only quashed the deportation but
also directed the Union home ministry to bring
back Ms Khatun and others within a stipulated
time frame. A court in Bangladesh, too, had asked
the Indian high commission to facilitate their
return to India. But the Centre refused to do so,
leading the Calcutta High Court to give its nod to
initiate contempt proceedings against the former.
The Centre then took the matter to the Supreme
Court where it was subjected to searching ques-
tions recently. In fact, the highest court observed
that since several documents attesting to the cit-
izenship of the accused has been made available,
the Centre could, as an interim measure, bring
the deportees back and offer them an opportunity
to prove their claims. Incidentally, the names of
Ms Khatun'’s parents, it has been reported, figure
on Bengal's 2002 electoral roll: a key benchmark
for the ongoing Special Intensive Revision of the
state’selectoral list. The outcome in this case must
be decided on the basis of clear evidence: polaris-
ing rhetoric has norole to play in this.

What makes the developments in this par-
ticular case important is that migrants, mostly
Muslims from Bengal, had been at the receiving
end of anadministrative drive topush back alleged
infiltrators from not only Delhi but also Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh —
each state has the Bharatiya Janata Party at its
helm. While administrative interventions to weed
out illegal immigrants are necessary, care should
be taken to ensure that bona fide residents are not
inconvenienced in the process. This is not just a
question of national security. It also involves safe-
guarding the fundamental rights of citizens.

POISON FRUIT

here is gmwmg concern that Ind:a 's envi-

ion—p may
have a ‘forelgn hand’ as well. Smctel reg-
ulatory standards in Europe, complemented by
rising public outrage and falling competitiveness,
is bringing about the transfer of decommissioned
dirty industrial plants to Indian shores, as was
pointed out by Ameer Shahul, an author and an
environmentalist, in a recent article. There is sub-
stantial evidence to support this conjecture. Some
years ago, l'aly shut down a pollutmg plant that
d p d both gr and tk ds of
ple in Vicenza. What had led to death and dev-
astation in Italy was — shockingly — thought of
as a lucrative business opportunity by an Indian
company that proceeded to acquire the proverbi-
al poison gravy train and locate it in an industrial
estate abutting a wildlife sanctuary in Koyna. Two
polymer trains — accused of producing polycar-
bonates linked to toxic emissions — are being
dismantled by Dow Chemical in Germany; only
for the proceeds to be reassembled in Dahej in
Gujarat. These are, of course, not the only instanc-
es of what ecologists describe as ‘pollution coloni-
alism’ where the industrial West dumps its toxic
‘wares on a profiteering-minded developing world.
It must also be pointed out that the records of
Indian industries on this front are equally bleak.
Vedanta's depredations in Odisha are well-docu-
mented. Even pubhc sector undertakings, espe-

cially oil have been lised by the
Central Pollution Control Board for violating en-
vironmental regulations.

The real issue is that there exists a State-
mandated permissive culture that encourages
such transgressions in this country. The conse-
quences of such complicity include a weak regu-
latory mechanism to identify and then penalise
such violations. Enforcement of regulatory stand-
ardsis feeble. The abundance of cheap land and la-
bour also makes commercial procurement of used
reactors, distillation apparatus and other detritus
profitable. The lack of transparency, as experts
have pointed out, enables the vested interests —
bureaucrats and investors — to pass this trade in
poison as an instance of economic growth. The
price of the pursuit of the fruits of poison is ev-
ident: contaminated water and food, falling soil
productivity, the rise of cancer hubs near pollut-
ing industries and so on. The recent discovery of
traces of uranium in the breast milk of lactating
mothers in several of Bihar's districts reveals the
depth of the horror whose root lies in the willing-
ness to sacrifice environmental protection and
public health at the altar of commerce.

SCRIPSI

¢ Everything has beauty. CONFUCIUS

the have been framed is
not consistent, requiring us to think
twice before we fill in some of the
columns. Such a form is prone to
elicit mistakes from voters. Instead
of making sure that every legiti-
mate voter remains on the elector-
al list, the exercise can lead to the
removal of names. While Opposi-
tion parties are looking at possibil-
ities of political interference, I am
suggesting that deletions are proba-
bly the result of just a badly formu-
lated process.

When 1 crosschecked with
friends and family about what hap-
pened in their constituencies, it was
clear that there were discrepancies
in what each BLO was informing
voters. The officers are obviously
under great stress and have not
been given uniform or clear guide-
lines. At some centres, it has been
straightforward; at others, you are
sent on a wild goose chase. Voters
are expected to remember or find
out the constituency number, sec-
tion, and personal electoral roll
number at the polling station where
they voted during the previous
SIR in 2003-2004!

If, as an educated individual, T
found the process confusing, one
can only imagine what is happening
in the case of those who have little
awareness. Those who are illiterate
are asked for the Aadhaar card by
the BLO officer who then fills the
form for the voter. Once done, the
information entered is not cross-
checked with the individual. The
officer has only a small window in
which to upload this information
onto a server. Mistakes are bound
to happen and voters will lose their
right to vote for no fault of theirs.
Many were not even told that the

people to delete names on and ma-
nipulate the voters' list.

This complexity is not a feature
of just the SIR. Every form or pro-
cess that the Indi nmenthas

quality of the human interaction,
and the final mode of submission.
In the case of income tax returns,
nothmg is comprehensible for a
All those who file

established for its citizen seems to
be made to confuse rather than en-
able, making it nearly impossible
for the citizen to complete the task
without fear. Filling a form and
submitting it to the authority con-
cerned are always tense exen:ises
We are worried that we misund

accounts trust their chartered ac-
counts and, to use a musical phrase,
‘go with the flow". That is not how
it should be. Individual filing needs
should be simple tounderstand and
complete. ambiguousness is
also true of any government grant
ion. A cultural or

stood something. The language is
abstruse, the follow-up question is
usually framed differently, often
not in the sequence it should be in,
and, sometimes, the form itself isil-

based in rural India complained
about how it was impossible to even
apply for a grant because it just did
not know how to navigate the online
system. f[‘he local government rep-

legible. When the form,

ill not help. He will just

requirements. I believe the answer
lies in the State’s propensity to
display authority and control its
citizens. The entire bureaucratic
apparatus is built on this nature.
The State is a being on its own.
Individuals, however kind, become
a part of this larger character once
they enter its fold. It is in fact impos-
sible for them to survive as a serv-
ant of the State unless they wear
that robe. Corruption, too, isaresult
of the State’s ct one that

SRIMOYEE BAGCHI
ODD ONE OUT

MAN &
MONSTER

ictor Frankenstein

would have been a

poster boy for the
manosphere. But Guillermo
del Toro's Frankenstein — it
released on Netflix this month

—like many earlier adapta-

tions of Mary Shelley’s novel,
misses the real monstrosity of
the novel. Shelley's novel has
long been taught as an early
work of science fiction warn-
ing about the dangers of in-
vention. That interpretation is
accurate but incomplete. At its
core, Frankenstein is a study
of how patriarchal power
behaves when it is allowed to
operate without restraint.

Victor is proof of what can
g0 wrong when a man assumes
mastery over everything and
sees it as his natural right,
perceiving dependence to bea

assumption is
central to the manosphere’s
foundation. Modern influenc-
ers describe emotional inde-
pendence as a masculine ideal
They repackage dominance
as self-development. Victor
follows the same pattern. He
isolates himself, pursues ambi-
tion without consultation, and
treats other people as satellites
orbiting his genius. When
the creature appears, Victor
rejects him and refuses to ac-
knowledge any role in his suf-
fering. Shelley identifies this
behaviour as cowardice, not
strength. This clarity is what
is missing for young men who
are taught that empathy isa
liability and that turning away
from emotional responsibility
isa mark of strength.

The creature’s develop-
ment is further proof of how
toxic the echo chambers of the

here can be. Shelley

everyone within the structure feels
they need to embrace, accept, or ig-
nore. Citizens have also normalised
such behaviour with the ‘this is how
governments are’ rhetoric. Any
change in how the State interacts

does not portray him as natu-
rally violent. His rage emerges
after repeated experiences of
exclusion, humiliation and
abandonment. He teaches him-
self langnage, studies history,

copy that needed to be filled and we cannot ask questions of the of- say, ‘it's all onhne go file it there,  withitscitizens isnotonly about the and tries to form relationships,
signed by the BLO wasproof of their  ficer as we would be pounced upon The manner in which the govern- wansformation of the people who only to be met with hostility.
submission; which basically means or ridiculed. The illiterate are at ment interacts with its citizens work for the government but also Shelley makes it clear that
voters do not have any evidence the mercy of a middle man or the through its bureaucratic systems about changes in the actual grass- monstrosity is not inherent. It
that they submitted the form. The officer who filled the form. For is i i i roots One example of is produced through neglect.
Election Commission of India must the marginalised, thiscanmeanlife and discriminatory. While we often  something being done right, despite Victor’s indifference shapes
be tone deaf and utterly uncaring if ordeath. discuss discrimination in terms of little change in the people within the creature’s fate far more
it believes an everyday person will The income tax return processis  human behaviour and social inter- the State machinery, |s the Right to than any physical deformity.
file an appeal if his name goes miss-  a classic case of how difficult things action, we forget that inequality is Information architect Shelley thus offers an early
ing: he just follows orders sent out are, Successive governments have perpetuated through simple things When the EC made svmbols the psychological case study on the
by the government. By rushing this  claimed that they have made things such as application forms, access mode of identifying political par- effects of social isolation and
entire exercise, the EC is exploiting easier. For them, changing from to information, and officer-citizen ties, and then ensured that every parental failure — conditions
that naivety and hasmadeiteasy for paper documents to online filings interface. citizen irrespective of his/her that the manosphere often triv-
seems to be synonymous with sim- Why does the State behave in geographical location, would be jalises or misinterprets.
—_— plification. Nothing can be further such a manner? Some blame it all able to vote, it prioritised the citi- Asin the manosphere,
T.M. Krishna is a leading Indian ﬁom the truth. The ease needs tobe  on red-tapism and a bureaucratic zens’ right to vote over everything the women in the book are
i and a promi public for the citizen, theseriesof ~ culture that the British left behind. else. The EC needs to rediscover consistently sidelined or
intellectual actmns that need to be taken, inthe  Others will probably point to legal that spirit. erased. Elizabeth Lavenza is
idealised into near invisibility;
WA A B B B B E B B B E EE EE B BB S K S A Justine Moritzis executed
St whol kete Sir — The India élbscaﬁéuse x:](:llgnn defendseg N
) cricketers’ temperament ®Sir —The way India sur- 'S my T iS remove
aﬁ R Spm and skills. Battingforlong ~ rendered the Test series to from the story by a controlling
u8ir—The prime minister, hoursis anart. Sadly, the the Proteas, after the white- father. There isa discerni-
Narendra Modi, hoisted a current team does nothave  wash of 3-0 at the hands of ble pattern here. Women in
saffron flag atop the Ram cricketers of the calibre New Zealand, is now raising Victor's world exist only with-
temple at Ayodhya during of Sunil Gavaskar, Rahul questions about the compe- in the limits men set for them.
the Abhijeet Muhurat (“In Dravid,and V.V.S. Laxman. tency of Gautam Gambhir The novel demonstrates how
Ayodhya, PM hoists flag of India’s nextred-ballas-  asthe coach. He might be patriarchal systems depend on
‘reawakening'”, Nov 26). signmentisanaway series  anexpert in limited-overs the suppression of women's
It was gratifying to see the against Sri Lanka in August  cricket but the way he has agency, and how male author-
hoisting of the Dharma 2026. The long hiatus managed the Test team is ity often relies on narratives
Dhwaj marking the comple- means that the team man- deplorable. Th that ing —fem-
tion of the temple. agement and players will of Mohammed Shami and inine? — perspectives. This is
During his speech, immediately transitiontoa  Sarfaraz Khan has proved precisely the dynamic that the
Modi waxed eloguent white-ball cricket schedule, costly. manosphere tries to revive.
about civilisational pride. allowing them little time for Frankenstein also ex-
But it was completely irrel- introspection. Atul Krishna Srivastava, poses the instability of the
evant for the prime minis- Navi Mumbai pamamhal voice. The novel'
ter to talk about Thomas Bal Govind, narrative structure —.
Babington Macaulay, a . Noida B Sir — India’s vaunted Test among Walton, Victor and the
British administrator, )/0un g mir Id recordliesina shambles creature —reveals how limit-
whose education policy, ®Sir —The declini Thet: ed each narrator’s authority
Modi argued, still has WSir — According to a recent study by the University of standards of India’s Test at home have turned the is. None of them sees the full
Indians enslaved. Cambridge, the human brain peaks at the age of 32 and  cricket ave deeply con- spotlight on poor team se- picture. Each distorts events
remains in adolescent mode till then. The research says cerning(“Live by rhe spin,  lection. Test Cricket cannot toserve his own self-image.
S. Balakrishnan, that the human brain moves through five major phases, pensh la) thespin”,Nov27). be won by bits-and-pieces Shelley anticipated a problem
Jamshedpur withi re ringattheages, Thisis insharp contrast players who can win only that is now amplified online:
9,32, 66 and 83, and that neural networks keep reshaping  to the era of Virat Kohli, Indian Premier League and men presenting their lives as
m Sir — While hoistinga themselves well into adulthood. This perhaps explains under whom India played Twenty20 matches. closed systems in which their
Dharma Dhwaja at the why ageing feels confusing. Your knees may be in their 31 home Tests in seven understanding is complete and
Ram temple, Narendra forties, your back in its sixties, but your brain is still a  years and lost only two. N. Mahadevan, their judgements are beyond
Modi emphasised that teenager. So the next time someone says, ‘Act your age,’ Today, visiting teams de- Chennai question. She reminds us that
“wounds of centuries are you can easily retort, ‘I am still buffering.” feat India with unexpected such certainty is a mask for
[now] healing”. One won- ease. The reasons behind W Sir — After the heavily fear, insecurity and isolation.
ders whose wound Modi is Tathagata Sen, this decline are clear: unfair ~ criticised pitch at Eden Most modern adaptations
talking about? Surely not Pune selection and personal fa- Gardens in the opening of Frankenstein donot ad-
those who are victims of vouritism. fair  match of the Testseries dress this partof the novel.
communal polarisation selectionandareturntothe  against South Africa, the The omission matters be-
in New India. Hindutva symbolism. Hindutva's poster boy. five-bowler strategy. Guwahati Test, too, saw the cause they reinforce the idea
No prizes for guessing His hoisting of a Dharma Modi has mqualms about result swing in favour of the that Frankenstein is a story
why Thomas Babington Dhwaja atop the Ram portraying If as the Md. Imdadullah, visitors. The Assam Cricket about technological overreach
Macaulay, who wasrespon-  temple has raised several defender-in-chief of the Hyderabad Association had risen admi- rather than a study of social
sible for promoting English  questions: should the leader ~Hindu community. rably to the occasmn The power. Del ’[bro 's adaptation
education in India, has of asecular country engage pitch, playing [i isnot A cor-
become the subject of ireof  in such religiosity? Isn't Avinash Godboley, facilities, and overall spec- rect reading of Frankenstein
the saffronites. Modi's at- Modi's act tantamoumt Dewas, Madhya Pradesh tator experience earned ‘would, in fact, challenge the
tack on isinline  todi rding tt ti the cricketing body wide- central myths of the mano-
with the ruling regime’s ments of other religious L osses mount spread praise. sphere, showing that emotion-
covertdesign of impos- communities? al suppression is not strength,
ing Hindi as the national B Sir— The lossin the Himangka Kaushik, that authority requires care,
age. M Guwahati Test marked Guwahati and that neglect has lasting
Chennai India’s third Test series consequences. It would demon-
Kajal Chatterjee, whitewash at home and ———— strate that women'ssilence
Calcutta WSir—Narendra Modi's the second in 13 months ) is not natural but enforced.
presenceat the flaghoist-  (“Down & out India take e L1 Aboveall, it would argue —
®Sir —Prime Minister ingceremony at the Ram a wallop”, Nov 27). Indian 6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, convincingly — that a culture
Narendra Modi is notable Temple shows that he Test cricket has hit rock Calcutta 700001 that rewards male detachment
for his engagement with has now morphed into bottom. Test cricket tests Losing streak ttedit@abp.in creates the very wounds it
later claims to diagnose.




Glimpses
of a life
behind bars

THE CELL AND THE SOUL:
A PRISON MEMOIR
By Anand Teltumbde,
Bloomsbury, 7699

ow did it feel like
being trapped in an
Indian prison cell

when the entire world was
struggling against the Covid-
19 pandemic? The unenviable
experience, as narrated by
Anand Teltumbde, reveals,
among other transgressions,
the travesty of social distanc-
ing inside the Taloja Central
prison during the pandemic:
“I entered prison durlng the
COVID-19 and wit-

the underreporting of deaths

during the pandemic; the de-

plorable sm:;i of hygiene and
al

nessed the Joke called social
distancing,” he affirms. Be-
yond the personal horror, the
general experience was one
of tragic apathy and looming
vulnerability: “In the hospi-
tal barrack of the Taloja pris-
on... over fifty-five people jos-
tled for space meant for thirty
or thirty-five” Teltumbde
further points out that the
“Single-prisoner cells housed
five, leaving barely enough
room for the inmates to hud-
dle. Many contracted COVID-
19, yet officials insisted there
wasn't a single case as result
of ‘excellent management’
Deaths occurred but were
never recorded as COVID-19
fatalities” These appalling
revelations will stay with the
reader.

Implicated in the Elgar
Parishad-Bhima Koregaon
case in 2018, was

soon.
In the section, “Thou
Shalt Not Speak”, Teltumbde
speaks of the exemplary
powers of a “notorious don”
who was housed in his quad-
rant. “... a well-known figure
in the world of crime”, the
don boasted of his remark-
able power and influence:
“Guards treated him with
deference, and he often
shared his abundant canteen
supplies — fruits, drinks and
syrups — with us and the jail
staff. While we struggled to
manage our purchases with-
in the limited monthly al-
lowance... the don and other
affluent prisoners enjoyed
unlimited supplies through
a 40:60 ratio arrangement.”
Teltumbde clarifies, “The
specifics of these transac-
tions were unclear, but it was
commonly believed that mon-
occwrred

forced to stay nearly thir-
ty-one months as an undertri-
al bm’nre being granted bail.
A of diary

etary

outside the prison in cash. It
is not such things only
happened in Taloja; they
m all jails in the

jottings and life history, The
Cell and The Soul serves as
a crucial testimony to the
political circumstances that
thwart an individual's innate
right to freedom. Despite the
Teltumbde
found time for reflection and
introspection: “The cells
swrrounding mine house...
gangsters, serial killers
those convicted of communal
crimes, and even encounter
specialists. Their formida-
ble statuses commanded a
unique form of respect; even
the jababdar approached
them with heightened polite-
ness, reflecting the intricate
social dynamics within the
prison walls.” This memoir
also exposes the distress-
ing realities that plague the
Indian criminal justice and
penal systems: the thriving
corruption between jailers
and inmates; guards serving
as messengers for inmates
against hefty bribes; the un-
abashed contravention of the
right to dignity enshrined in
Article 21 of the Constitution;
the quiet flouting of norms
for high-profile prisoners;

country.

'ﬁnged with occasional
wistfulness but also a metic-
ulous portrayal of a noxious
reality, the most poignant
sections of Teltumbde's
memoir pertain to stories of
pain, loss and remembrance.
Teltumbde’s empathic nar-
rative in these sections is
bound to strike a chord with
his readers The chapter,
“We Lost Stan”, devoted to
the struggle and the tragic
demise of Stan Swamy, re-
cords the author’s personal
association with the Jesuit
priest. Also implicated in the
Bhima Koregaon violence,
Stan Swamy had to struggle
against Parkinson's disease
and other age-related issues
during hisincarceration.

Given its potent blend of
anguish, personal reminis-
cences, activism and nos-
talgia, Teltumbde's book is
bound to make the reader
reflect on the lives of India's
countless undertrials whose
precious years are consumed
behind bars.

Argha Kr Banerjee

Gazeon
an artist

amananda Bandyopadh-

R:y works in a register
gentle that it is easy

to underestimate its force.
RAMANANDA: THE LYRICAL
MODERN (Art Frequencies, Rs
5,000) by Vinayak Pasricha aims
to correct this. It begins witha
larger question about how we
look and what we miss, which is
apt for a book that concerns it-
self less with spectacle and more
with the steady labour of seeing.
Bandopadhyay’s artistic world
1s built from small gestures:
women combing their hair,
birds ipi

on the margins,

village rituals halfremembered
from childhood. The book shines
when it lingers on these details.
Anecdotes about Santiniketan
— Benode Behari summoning
him in the rain, Nandalal Bose
correcting students’ sketches
through tracing paper — an-
chor the artist within a lineage
without trapping him there.
But the book is more an archive
of Bandopadhyay’s works. The
excellent and extensive repro-
ductions of the artist’s works,
divided into segments that mir-

| ror Bandopadhyay’s evolution
as an artist, are what make the
tome worth collecting.

Srimoyee Bagchi

The ninety-nine
per cent

WHY THE POOR
DONTKILL US: THE
PSYCHOLOGY OF INDIANS
By Manu Joseph,
Aleph, 599

his provocatively titled

book is a searing criti-

cism of the world of the
privileged in India. Employ-
ing a capacious definition
of the poor — anyone who
does not feel economically
comfortable in a particular
situation — it delves deep
into the servile universe of
this constituency. It finds the
poor in India to be meek. The
poor do not exhibit their fury
even when they live in one of
the most unequal regions on
earth. The author's insightful
analysis brings poverty and
inequality into a unified, con-
ceptual fold. Quite purpose-
fully, Manu Joseph deploys
the title of the book to convey
the intriguing absence of
violent revolts in India. He
is equally perplexed to find
even non-violent ways of
resistance missing from the
national landscape. This lack
of aggressiveness on the part
of the poor explains the rel-
ative peace amidst us. He
wonders as to why the privi-
leged get away with all their
privileges intact. Conversely,
why do the poor tolerate the

riches of the rich and why

do they not they kill the rich?
The book is an attempt to
find plausible answers to this
central question.

Meekness, docility and
low self-worth of the poor
apart, Joseph lists a number
of reasons that have led to
the containment of outbursts
from the poor. There are nu-
merous primordial fault lines
that divide the poor, thereby
pre-empting the formation
of any lasting solidarity
amongst them. Moreover, the
absence of a robust culture of

human rights has rendered
Indian jails and the criminal
justice system extraordinar-
ily heavy-handed when it
comes to their dealing with
the poor. But India's politi-
cal class has been successful
in calming the poor by their
rhetorical appropriation of
the needs and the concerns
of the downtrodden. Besides,
the promise of a better future
through higher education
acts as a lid on the possible
volcanic eruptions of the
poor: people start pursu-
ing individual pathways of
success through i
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® NATURE AND EXTENT

OF POLITH VIOLENCE

IN WEST BENGAL (Nav-

yug, 7995) by Biswanath

Chakraborty comes at

a time when the state

is warming up for the

upcoming assembly elec-

tions. The book illustrates

how parties across the

political divide have used

violence as a political tool.

Some of the solutions
offered by the author can

help electors create a list
of demands to make of
their political representa-
tives before casting their
votes,

® THE MAKER OF FILM-
MAKERS: HOW JAGAT MU-
RARIAND FTII CHANGED
INDIAN CINEMA FOREVER
(Viking, ¥1,299) by Radha
Chadha portrays the vision

of her father, Jagat Murari,
an illustrious documentary
film-maker, whose singular
vision of establishing a film

institute in Pune changed
the course of Indian
film-making. Supplement-
ed with rare photographs,
Chadha’s book reveals
how the institute honed
the talent and shaped the
careers of some of India's
greatest cine legends.

® EVERY ROOM HAS A
VIEW: A NOVEL (Speak-
ing Tiger, T499) by Sujit
Saraf is a story about a
last wish. The characters
go on a journey of self-dis-
covery and, through that
journey, tell the story of
displacement and isolation
in a foreign land. The
“dark” humour that the
novel promises is often
predictable.

which, for the author, of-
fers only false hope. In the
process, they fail to spot the
structural reasons for their
deprivation. They do not re-
alise that they are subsidis-
ing us all as the poor. In fact,
it is not costly to be middle
class in India because of this
invisible, heavy subsidy of-
fered by the huge army of in-
formal labour.

Interestingly, the privi-
leged need the poor but prefer
to insulate themselves by cre-
ating islands of comfort and
safety that the Other Indiaen-
croaches upon only as maids,
drivers and delivery boys. Put
differently, there is an unre-
mitting process of escape for
the rich in India within India.

Manish Thakur

A hero and the train

nkur Konar's intriguingly-ti- = e z
tled book is an fmaginative ex- SHAH RUKH KHAN AND THE
loration of something most RAILWAY NARRATIVES
cineastes recognise instinctively but By Ankur Konar,
rarely interrogate: the centrality of Hawakal, 2350
trains in Shah Rukh Khan's films.
Konar thereby redirects the gaze They carry remnants of colonial
to the railway carriage, the waiting history, the Partition trauma, and
room, the platform’s edge and the the everyday negotiations along
tracks — spaces that have, the au- the lines of class. Khan's inter-
thor argues, shaped SRK’s screen connectedness with the railways
image as well as the emotional in his films and even personal life
vocabulary of mainstream Hindi thus places him within a deeply
cinema. texmmd national imagery. This
The book™ i om ar- gives the book a cultural

ticles by scholars such as Ashish weight that distinguishes it from

Rajadhyaksha, Rebecca Harrison,
and Omar Ahmed lend it a strong
theoretical framework to analyse i its
central tenet: “the train

fan-centric studies. Attributing the
use of railways as a “fragile space
of global capmhsm by the “*brat-
", which includes

asa “dominant presence” in Khan's
films. Konar also examines the in-
tertwined relationship between the
trainand cinema, “both products
of mass production”, both democ-
ratising in their reach, and goes on
o show how the railways have been
synonymous with Indian moderni-
ty. One of the book’s strengths lies
inits ability to situate the railways
within India’s collective memory.
Konar reminds the reader that the
railways are not neutral props.

pack’
ﬁlm makers like Adltya Chopra and
Karan Johar, Konar demonstrates
how trains recur not merely as pic-
turesque settings but as narrative
pivots, emotional catalysts and sym-
bolic reservoirs.

Konar switches between film
analysis and cultural commentary
with ease. In his reading of Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge, the train is
not simply the climactic stage for a
hand-pull rescue; it becomes a space
where tradition and modernity col-

lide. In Swades, the train charts the
protagonist's moral trajectory. The
train becomes a vessel of romance,
separating and then uniting the
lovers in Veer-Zaara, Shakti, Kal
Ho Naa Ho, Kabhi Alvida Na

Kehna, Devdas, Jab Harry Met
Sejal, and Chennai Express, while
in Khan's newer films (Raees, Path
aan, Jawan or Dunki), it is a site of
anguish or political tension. Konar
alsoargues that the “longest song
sequenceona train”,

The book is structured in the
form of short, thematic chapters,
making it highly accessible to read-
ers whomay not have an academic
bent of mind. Konar's writing is
clean and evocative. Its tight chap-
ters make it a brisk and enjoyable
read, but also leave one wishing
for analytical takes on larger ques-
tions, such as the politics of public
space. Uneven editorial oversight,
including repeated phrases and a
few factual slips, threaten to derail
an otherwi ing narrative

Clmxmn fostersa key “ori di:
course” even though the train in this
instance is not central to the film.

occasionally.
Shaoli Pramanik

40 PAGES ISSUE

admissiontree.in

An ABP initiative
To enlist your school, connect through
@ 90735 28655 (Mon - Sat | 10am - 8pm)

362922 18603 @ admissiontree(@abp.in




Editorial

THE HINDU

Friday, November 28, 2025
DELHI

Burden of proof

SIR’s enumeration process of putting the
onus on residents for eligibility is flawed

T he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s

SIR of electoral rolls, being held in 12

States and Union Territories (UT), de-
mands urgent judicial scrutiny due to its imple-
mentation and its base methodology. While the
Supreme Court continues to hear challenges to
the constitutionality of the SIR process pioneered
in Bihar, the same flawed approach is being per-
sisted with in other States. Voters are to fill enum-
eration forms delivered by Block Level Officers
(BLO) and match their details against electoral
rolls from 2002-2005. Though data from Bihar
suggest that the process did not dramatically al-
ter election outcomes, it saw a sharp decline in
the gender ratio of the electorate. Other localised
distortions also warrant concern. The ECI claims
that enumeration forms have been delivered to
most electors in the 12 States and UTs, but ge-
nuine voters continue to scramble for forms, and
confusion persists about the documentation re-
quired for enrolment on the draft rolls due next
month. The guideline mandating that BLOs visit
households appears to be only on paper. The
Gauhati High Court, in Dr. Manmohan Singh
(1999), interpreted requirements in the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1950 expansively: an
ordinary resident is a habitual resident with the
intention to dwell permanently — whom any rea-
sonable person would accept as a resident of that
place. Operating from this principle, the ECI and
the judiciary have historically presumed that any
resident adult was, by default, a valid voter.

The SIR inverts this presumption. Regardless
of having voted earlier, every elector must now
prove their legitimacy against old records or doc-
uments listed by the ECI. This shifting of the bur-
den, from the state to citizens, risks major disen-
franchisement, especially married women and
migrants, as in Bihar. As courts have recognised,
a strict interpretation of the “ordinarily resident”
requirement can vitiate the democratic process.
During hearings on Bihar, the Court focused on
implementation, placing the onus of protecting
genuine voters on party representatives and legal
volunteers. It did not examine whether the en-
umeration form methodology passes constitu-
tional muster, nor did it address persisting inac-
curacies in revised rolls — likely a consequence of
harried BLOs leaving errors uncorrected. The
ECI could have chosen a more patient door-to-
door verification to ensure universal adult fran-
chise, complemented by technology-driven de-
duplication. Instead, it doubled down on an ap-
proach that prioritises “purifying” the rolls over
protecting the franchise. As the SIR expands, the
Court must move beyond procedural oversight to
examine the process’s constitutional founda-
tions. What is essential is a clear directive restor-
ing the burden of accurate enrolment to the ECI
rather than leaving citizens to prove that they be-
long on rolls they have been on for years.

Domestic trouble

Indian cricket’s traditional strengths are
now seen as vulnerabilities

s the dust finally settled at Guwahati’s
A Barsapara Cricket Stadium on Wednes-

day, India’s dominance as a Test host was
lying in a shambles. Seemingly invincible at
home and with an aura that made former Austra-
lian captain Steve Waugh refer to India as the fi-
nal frontier, rival units struggled to stay afloat.
But empires do crumble and that reality over-
whelmed Rishabh Pant’s men as South Africa
won the second Test by 408 runs and seized the
series 2-0. Last year, the visiting New Zealanders
swept the Test series 3-0, and now it is Temba Ba-
vuma’s turn to trigger a coup. The South African
captain led astutely, both at Kolkata and in Guwa-
hati, and his men’s excellent performance reiter-
ated their defending champion status in the ICC
World Test Championship. Coach Gautam Gamb-
hir is facing intense scrutiny though under his
watch India drew the away Test series in England
and won the ICC Champions Trophy and Asia
Cup. But the sudden vulnerability in Tests at
home sticks out like a sore thumb. It is a fact that
over the last few years, personnel have changed
and India no longer features Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, R. Ashwin and Cheteshwar Pujara in
Test whites. Meanwhile, Ajinkya Rahane has
been dropped and Mohammed Shami is yet to
find his way back.

Change is inevitable; but India’s downfall in
home Tests has been steep. The absence of in-
jured captain Shubman Gill in the second Test
was a hard blow, and the rest of the batters failed
to raise their game. The adrenaline rush and in-
stant gratification that limited overs cricket offers
seem to have dulled the survival instincts of ma-
ny players. The patience to build a Test innings,
the ability to bat for time, and the nuanced way of
countering spin, have all waned within the ranks.
There is talent in the squad, but the constant

The Kamalesan case and its simple lesson

very democracy faces moments when
two values, both legitimate and which
are deeply held, collide. The case of
Lieutenant Samuel Kamalesan,
dismissed from the Indian Army for refusing to
enter the sanctum of his regiment’s temple or
gurdwara during mandatory parades, is one such
clash. The Delhi High Court upheld the dismissal
(Samuel Kamalesan vs Union of India), and the
Supreme Court of India declined to interfere. The
legal result is clear. The moral unease remains.
The Court relied on military necessity,
discipline and the power given by the
Constitution under Article 33. The judgment
places his refusal within the frame of
disobedience of a lawful command rather than
the practice of personal faith. Seen through that
narrow lens, the courts acted exactly as they
believe they should in military matters: defer to
the generals. But that deference should not end
the national conversation. When two legitimate
values collide — conscience and cohesion — the
tragedy is not simply that one side must lose. The
tragedy is when institutions forget that
accommodation is often possible, and often wise.

The Army’s perspective

No one can dismiss what the Indian Army told
the Court. A commanding officer in a fixed-class
regiment must be accepted by the men he leads
into war. Ritual and ceremony, though rooted in
faith, serve as instruments of morale. Officers are
expected to participate fully to strengthen their
bond with the troops. The Indian Army saw the
officer’s stance as distancing, even if he meant it
respectfully. The Court accepted this view.
Military ethos demands unity. And no institution
in India has preserved unity more honourably
than the Indian Army. Whether in Kashmir or in
Ladakh, whether rescuing civilians in floods or
leading missions of the United Nations, the Indian
Army has had a proud record of respecting
diversity while building common purpose.

A recent example bears repeating. Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi was projected by the Indian Army
as the face of Operation Sindoor during press
briefings. Her leadership, confidence and
professionalism were celebrated nationally. It was
areminder that the Indian Army has often been
ahead of civilian society in giving space, honour
and responsibility to women and to officers from
every faith and region. That inclusive spirit is one
of the Indian Army’s strengths, and the country
takes pride in it. Which is why the Kamalesan
case stings.

One cannot read the facts without seeing
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When duty
meets
conscience, the
real test lies in
finding a way
for both

to coexist

sincerity in his stance. He attended the parades.
He respected the customs. He removed his shoes,
tied the turban and stood with his troops. His
only request was not to enter the sanctum during
ritual worship, a core doctrinal issue for many
Protestant Christians. The situation brings to
mind Chariots of Fire, the story of Eric Liddell,
‘who would not race on a Sunday. Instead of
punishing him, the British Olympic team
reorganised its entire plan. He competed on a
different day. He won gold. The world did not fall
apart. A small accommodation upheld both
conscience and team spirit. If an Olympic team
could bend, even slightly, to preserve a sincere
belief, could the Army top brass not have done so
here?

A lost officer and a lost signal

The loss in this case is larger than one career. The
Indian armed forces may have lost a potentially
fine officer. But, more importantly, the message
the decision sends to minority soldiers is
unsettling: that even when you attend the parade,
stand with the unit, and show respect, your
personal limit of conscience counts for nothing.

India’s military unity has never been built on
majoritarian comfort. It has been built on trust.
Sikh, Muslim, Hindu and Christian soldiers fought
as one in 1965 and 1971, stood together in Kargil,
and serve together today across insurgency
zones. Soldiers from minority faiths should never
have reason to wonder whether they will be
asked to cross a line that their beliefs prohibit.

The courts may not have intended this
message. The Indian Army may not have
intended it either. But messages do not depend
solely on intention.

The judiciary’s instinct to defer to the military
is understandable. Courts lack the tools,
experience and institutional knowledge to
second-guess tactical or disciplinary decisions.
Yet, it is not correct to say that courts have always
stayed away. In the cases of women officers, the
Supreme Court forced a fundamental rethink of
long-standing military practice. It has intervened
in recruitment rules, pension rules and
promotion policies. Courts have reshaped the
Indian Army before, when equality demanded it.

In this case, the issue was modest: a sincere
religious objection to entering a sanctum during
worship. The officer did not refuse duty, did not
leave his post, and did not weaken the chain of
command. He stood respectfully outside, visible
to the men he led. The Court could have asked
whether the Indian Army’s approach satisfied the
test of proportionality, or whether a lighter touch

could achieve the same purpose while respecting
conscience. The judiciary had room, if it had
chosen to use it.

The principle in Bijoe Emmanuel and Ors. vs
State Of Kerala and Ors., where children who
would not sing the national anthem were still
protected because they stood respectfully, comes
to mind. Justice Chinnappa Reddy reminded the
nation: “our tradition teaches tolerance, our
philosophy preaches tolerance, and our
Constitution practises tolerance.” It is difficult not
to hear those words echo in this case.

A lesson from Dreyfus

The parallel to the Dreyfus affair is not exact, nor
should it be. But the warning it carries is real.
France’s military, proud and strong, allowed itself
to drift into prejudice one small step at a time.
Victor Hugo warned that armies lose their edge
when they lose their sense of justice. Even the
strongest institution can fall into a pattern where
ritual becomes rigidity and rigidity becomes
exclusion. India must guard against that drift. The
Indian Army is respected because it rises above
communal and political divides, because its
officers lead by example, and because it has
never demanded that faith be abandoned at the
barracks gate.

The most troubling part of this entire episode
is not the Court’s judgment, but that the matter
reached a court at all. This was a problem that
the senior leadership could have solved with one
conversation, one directive, or one thoughtful
accommodation. Instead, the issue hardened.
Positions froze. And the court became the
battleground for something that should have
been resolved within the walls of the regiment.
The Indian Army’s greatness has always come
from its ability to blend tradition with modernity,
discipline with empathy, authority with fairness.
In this case, that balance slipped.

The Kamalesan case offers a simple lesson.
‘When duty meets conscience, the real test is not
choosing one over the other but finding a way for
both to coexist. The Court stayed within its lane.
But the Indian Army, which has often shown
large-heartedness and flexibility, could have
shown it again here. A small accommodation
would have strengthened trust, preserved
discipline, and affirmed the message that every
soldier, of every faith, stands equal in the uniform
of India.

Justice Reddy said that “our Constitution
practises tolerance”. We honour that practice not
by forcing uniformity, but by understanding
when uniformity need not be forced.

Enabling a modern and future-ready labour ecosystem _

ovember 21, 2025 will go down as a

milestone in India’s journey of Viksit

Bharat — a day when the much awaited
Four Labour Codes were made effective by the
Government of India. India has taken a giant leap
in labour rights with the implementation of four
modernised Labour Codes (the Code on Wages,
2019, the Industrial Relations Code, 2020, the
Code on Social Security, 2020 and the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020). These reforms
create a fair, modern and future-ready labour
ecosystem — one that empowers workers,
enhances enterprise competitiveness and
strengthens India’s path towards a Viksit Bharat
and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

India’s labour framework has evolved
gradually over several decades, leading to the
creation of multiple pieces of legislation
operating across different time periods and
economic contexts. While these laws have played
an important role in shaping employment
relations, the growing size and diversity of India’s
workforce brought to the fore the need for
simplification and consolidation. The Second
National C ion on Labour recc ded
grouping existing laws into broader functional
codes. Extensive consultations with industry,
employers, trade unions and State governments
between 2015 and 2019 led to these four
comprehensive Labour Codes being enacted.

A workforce that is both large and young
India today has one of the world’s largest and
youngest workforces, with more than 643 million
workers, and is expected to contribute nearly
two-thirds of new global workforce entrants in
the coming years, as in the World Economic
Forum. Recent labour market trends point to a
positive momentum: between 201718 and
2023-24, India created 16.83 crore jobs, the
unemployment rate declined from 6% to 3.2%,
and formal employment expanded significantly.
Given that a large share of India’s workforce
still remains in the informal sector, the need for a
simplified and coherent labour framework has
been particularly important to help extend
protections and improve productivity of the
unorganised sector. The coverage under the Code
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The Four
Labour Codes
will result in a
modern labour
regulatory
system that
supports the
growing
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the Indian
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for Social Security has been extended to the
unorganised sector also. These developments
reflect the growing dynamism of the economy
and emphasise the need for a modern labour
regulatory system that supports this trajectory.

For workers, the Labour Codes provide a
stronger and more consistent set of protections.
Universal minimum wages, a national floor wage,
mandatory appointment letters, timely payment
of wages, and clear rules on working hours
—including the 48-hour work week — reinforce
fairness and security. The OSH Code’s emphasis
on safety committees, free preventive health
check-ups and improved workplace standards
strengthens the focus on well-being and
productivity.

The Code on Social Security, 2020 provides for
universal Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) coverage with no geographic
restrictions, streamlined Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) procedures for quicker resolutions,
and support for the construction sector through
simplified cess payments. It also establishes a
National Social Security Fund for various worker
categories.

Another major reform under these codes is the
simplification of compliance requirements. The
shift to single registration, single licence and
single return significantly reduces administrative
burdens, particularly for micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME). A uniform
definition of wages introduces clarity across
multiple laws, helping reduce disputes and
improving predictability in wage-related
calculations. Decriminalisation of minor offences
and the introduction of digital processes such as
algorithm-based inspections encourage
transparency and trust-based compliance.

Preparing for the future of work

India’s workforce is diversifying, with the rapid
growth of gig and platform-based employment,
flexible working models and digital-enabled
livelihoods. In this context, the Social Security
Code’s inclusion of gig and platform workers is
timely. With the size of this workforce expected
to grow from one crore in 2024-25 to 2.35 crore
by 2029-30, establishing a framework for social
protection is a forward-looking measure that

aligns with the changing nature of work.

The Codes also emphasise formalisation,
which remains vital for long-term economic
progress. Clearer rules, standardised definitions
and transparent processes encourage more
enterprises to enter the formal economy and help
extend protections to a larger share of the
workforce.

A boost for women in the workforce
‘Women’s participation in the workforce has
improved yet remains below its potential.
According to the International Labour
Organization’s India Employment Report 2024,
India’s female labour force participation rate
stands at 32.8%. The Labour Codes help
strengthen the enabling environment by
reinforcing equal remuneration, enhancing
maternity benefits and expanding social
protection to unorganised, gig and platform
workers. The OSH Code also allows women to
work at night with their consent and has
adequate safety arrangements, thereby widening
opportunities across several sectors. Together,
these provisions support greater access and
continuity of employment for women as the
economy evolves. A modern labour framework
must balance the need for worker protection with
the requirements of a competitive business
environment. The Labour Codes aim to provide
this balance by offering clearer industrial
relations norms and faster dispute resolution,
while ensuring that workers have access to
essential rights, safety and social security. This
balanced approach supports investment,
promotes stability and helps strengthen India’s
position in global value chains.

The next few days will be crucial as the
implementation process for these Codes moves
forward. It will be important for States to align
with the minimum thresholds and guiding
principles laid out in the Codes to ensure
uniformity and clarity across the country. After
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, this
represents one of the most significant structural
reforms. This reform momentum should
continue, supporting greater investments, and
thereby contributing to higher employment
generation in the country.

shuffling of players and an over-dep e on
too many all-rounders have unsettled the playing
eleven. Off-spinner Simon Harmer and left-arm
speedster Marco Jansen bagged 17 and 12 wickets,
respectively, through the series, and exposed
chinks in the Indian batting armour. Over the last
four decades, India had pedigreed batters at
number three and four. Dilip Vengsarkar-Mohin-
der Amarnath; Rahul Dravid-Sachin Tendulkar;

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Assam Bill by all credible accounts, is a
At a time when Assam is statistically marginal
burdened by high practice. To elevate it into a
unemployment, chronic legislative centrepiece is to
underi it and an mistake symbolic combat

and Pujara-Kohli, have all done duty. It is time to
find reinforcements while the batting core will re-
volve around Gill, K.L. Rahul and Yashasvi Jais-
wal. All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja, the last of the
stalwarts, is 36. True, transition is a work in pro-
gress but spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and his bow-
ling mates must be hoping to have more runs to
defend from their batting colleagues.

administrative culture still
hobbled by corruption, the
government’s decision to
prioritise a harsh
anti-polygamy law sits
oddly with the State’s real
needs (Front page,
November 26). Polygamy,

for governance.

Its significance lies instead
in its political grammar. The
move extends a familiar
pattern of gestures
calibrated to reassure the
State’s most vocal
right-wing c i ie

from aggressive eviction
drives to the closure of
madrasas and recurring
alarms about demographic
‘imbalance’. These
interventions share a
common logic — they
foreground cultural
vigilance over
developmental ambition
and recast governance as a
form of ideological
& dianship. The deeper

loss is one of administrative
focus. By devoting scarce
policy attention to
identity-laden legislation,
the government risks
entrenching the very
development stagnation it
claims to remedy. Assam
needs transparent
institutions, job-creating
investment and sustained
planning far more urgently
than another round of

symbolic interventions
dressed up as reform.
M. Jameel Ahmed,
Mysuru

Dismissal of officer

The very system of religious
activity/practice in the
armed forces needs a
relook. The military
establishment cannot take
cover by stating that all
personnel are to follow all

religions/practices.
Religion/spirituality should
be one’s personal
choice/right and no one can
compel any one on this in
our country. The Ministry of
Defence needs to initiate a
rehaul of this practice.
Prince Gnanathilagam,
Coimbatore

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address.

AND-NOE



Friday, November 28, 2025

DELHI

THE HINDU

Opinion

Kaur

General
Secretary, All
India Trade
Union Congress

Are the labour codes labour-friendly?

PARLEY |

n November 21, the Union Labour
Ministry announced the
implementation of the four labour
codes: The Code on Wages, 2019;
The Industrial Relations Code, 2020; The Code
on Social Security, 2020; and The Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code,
2020. Several trade unions have expressed
concern over the notification of the four labour
codes, with many of them demanding that they
be revoked. Are the labour codes
labour-friendly? Amarjeet Kaur and R.
Mukundan discuss the topic in a conversation
moderated by A.M. Jigeesh. Edited excerpts:

‘What necessitated these codes? Trade unions

R. have been maintaining that they never
Mukundan demanded such a codification. But

. industries were keen for reforms.
President
gzﬂgﬁgﬁ h R. Mukundan: The labour codes are an integral
of Indian part of India’s economic growth. Many labour
Industries laws were framed way back in the 1940s and

1950s and needed a revamp in the current
context. Fundamentally, the labour codes will
benefit both workers in the traditional industry
as well as new-age workers. It is important that
workers are protected, empowered, and the
workplace becomes conducive to productivity.
The labour market has become diverse due to
rapid industrial growth, informalisation of work,
more contract workers, platform workers or gig
workers, e-commerce, logistics... Labour laws,
which were fragmented, with overlapping

it multiple cc iances, inspections
and different interpretation across States, have
been simplified, harmonised, and modernised
to make it easy to create jobs. They will ensure
social protection and maintain industrial
harmony in a fast-advancing economy.

Amarjeet Kaur: Workers in India fought for
labour laws from the 19th century. The struggle
was about working hours, wages, workplace
safety, social security... In the 20th century, we
got laws such as the Trade Unions Act, 1926; the
Workmen'’s Compensation Act, 1923, and more,
after workers’ struggles. Now, the government
says that it wants to liberate workers from a
colonial mindset and that is why it has brought
in labour codes. Labour unions in India fought
against British rule and got their legal right of
organising. The labour codes snatch these rights
from workers and will actually take us back to
the colonial era. For instance, codes nullify the
powers of State governments by centralising
powers on issues such as regular employment.
The codes legalise fixed-term employment and
promote hire and fire. We have been demanding

Afile photo of delivery men of food aggregators in India. P
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regular employment. The government has failed
to handle the economy well and to create jobs. It
has not been able to create decent working
conditions. Employers were repeatedly saying
there is difficulty in complying with the laws,
while trade unions demanded the formation of a
labour commission. During the neoliberal
economic era, the Second Labour Commission
submitted its report to the A.B. Vajpayee
government. But the positive suggestions of this
report were ignored and all the
employer-friendly suggestions have been
accommodated in the codes, such as fixed term
employment. In the last Indian Labour
Conference (2015), the Prime Minister promised
that no law will be amended without consulting
trade unions. But this did not happen at the
all-India level. No trade union was involved in
the drafting stage. The government pushed
these codes in a total undemocratic manner.

The government’s argument is that the
labour codes will attract investment. Will
making changes in industrial and labour
laws attract investments?

RM: This is a signal of policy stability and
predictability. Today, we are not just competing
within India. We are also competing with other
countries and these laws make it much more
competitive for global investors who compare
the regulatory environment in countries such as
Vietnam and South Korea with ours. When
companies know what rules to follow, how to
comply, what costs to expect, they can make
long-term decisions. The uniformity across
States, digital filings, reduced disputes, and
empbhasis on flexibility will make India a more
attractive destination for the manufacturing and
for supply chain. Investment depends on many
other elements such as infrastructure, skills,
taxation. But labour is an important part of that.

How many people are covered by social
security today in India? Only up to 7%. These
new laws are not going to cover 93% of the
other workers. Gig workers are only a small
share of informal economy workers. All
informal economy workers need protection
AMARJEET KAUR

AK: I don’t think it will attract investors when in
our own country, the situation is volatile and
workers are unsatisfied. How much FDI has
come in since the government allowed 100% FDI
in insurance and other sectors? We have already
begun to lose out since the start of the tariff war.
If India signs a bilateral treaty with the U.S., it
will be opening a path for neo colonisation.

Will the codes enhance or expand social
security? How prepared are our industries to

the work relationship. And there will be certain
sections which will view it with a bit of a
trepidation. I think it’s important to hear their
voices. Fundamentally, we have to progress and
embrace the changes. These include
deployment of women across all shifts and
fixed-term employment and certain hiring and
layoff thresholds. The codes strengthen notice
period. They improve retrenchment
compensation. They create reskilling funds
because many of the industries are going
through a massive shift today with Al

AK: The codes are not going to create a
conducive environment. Instead of bringing
industrial peace, they are likely to create
industrial unrest. Rights such as collective
bargaining are not protected under the codes.
Employers and employees need to sit together,
which is why the Indian Labour Conference is
essential. This is the right moment for
employers’ organisations to urge the
government to call for it.

Minimum wages have been a long-pending

share more for workers or acorpus
that would help workers?

RM: The social security net is currently being
widened to include platform and gig workers
and informal workers in small establishments
and fixed-term employees. About 40 crore
workers who will have access to minimum
wages and social security under the new codes.
The preparedness would vary from sector to
sector as well as the size of the companies.
Organised sector companies are very well
prepared. We are working very closely with
MSMESs in terms of the implementation process.

AK: Our existing social security schemes have a
mechanism of dispersal, have their own
administrative setup, and there is no
government funding involved. It is the
employers and employees who contribute to
these schemes, and the government should
discuss this issue with us and seek our
consultation. The existing schemes are being
dumped into the Code on Social Security.

How many people are covered by social
security today in India? Only up to 7%. These
new laws are not going to cover 93% of the other
workers. Gig workers are only a small share of
informal economy workers. All informal
economy workers need protection. Social
security to all is a mirage. Fixed term
employment will undermine the concept of job
security and weaken trade unions.

Will the codes negatively impact
worker-employer relations?

RM: Any reform will bring about certain shifts in

d d. The S.P. Mukherjee Committee is
yet to submit its report on this. So, will the
codes help with basic minimum wages?

RM: There are nuances which cut across various
regions and various industries. And the concern
is around implementation, not principle,
especially on what we call as living wages. In my
view, it should reflect variations in the cost of
living across regions, as well as sectoral
differences where relevant. These are important
nuances, and there should also be some link to
productivity. Adjusting wages for inflation is
important. We must ensure that the
methodology used for this is clear and
transparent so that it does not lead to disputes.

AK: The code on wages has diluted the
minimum wage guarantees. Instead of ensuring
a minimum living wage, the codes empower the
Centre to fix a floor level wage. And how much
of our workforce is being covered? Almost 90%
of the workforce is not getting minimum wages
and now more and more people will be out of
minimum wage cover because under the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, the threshold to obtain license
for factory has been increased from 10 workers
to 20 workers with power and 20 workers to 40
workers without power. This will exclude a
number of workers from the purview of
minimum wages law.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the QR code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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A former Minister
and his “vada case”

Reporting from court is always exciting, especially during criminal

cases, as K.A. Sengottaiyan's trials from the late 1990s showed

D. Suresh Kumar

ing for reporters for the sheer va-

riety it offers. Unlike other spe-
cialised beats, it gives us the opportunity
to follow developments on everything
under the sun. A legal correspondent is
privy to fine arguments by the best legal
minds on constitutional provisions, is-
sues of governance, interpretations of
law in criminal cases, spirited public in-
terest litigation, and, of course, judicial
sermons. What is truly thrilling, though,
is covering criminal trial proceedings.
This is where a reporter encounters the
ingenuity of criminal lawyers, the desper-
ation of the accused, the smartness or so-
metimes even collusion of state prosecu-
tors, the innocence of witnesses, and the
straight-faced court staff.

Interesting courtroom encounters be-
came staple fare when the M. Karunanid-
hi regime in Tamil Nadu (1996-2001) set
up three special courts in Chennai to try
46 corruption cases against former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa, some of her erst-
while cabinet colleagues, and IAS and IPS
officers. The trials were conducted daily.
The accused and their lawyers tried ev-
ery trick to prolong the proceedings. Ma-
ny of us would see accused politicians
suddenly fall sick on crucial hearing
dates. Fed up with such tactics, a special
judge once went to a hospital, with la-
wyers, court staff, and journalists in tow,
to frame charges against a former Minis-
ter, who was lying in bed.

In another case, just as the judge be-
gan to read out the charges, Jayalalithaa
sneezed loudly. For a moment, everyone
in the courtroom believed she was in real
distress. She kept sneezing until the judge
finished his part.

K.A. Sengottaiyan, one of Jayalalithaa’s
fiercest loyalists and a former Transport
Minister, was facing three cases then. An
uncrowned king in the Gobichettipa-
layam constituency, he had joined the
AIADMK as a fan of its founder and actor-
turned-politician M G. Ramachandran

C overing court proceedings is excit-

(MGR). He imbibed MGR’s habit of loo-
sening his purse strings. He enjoyed sig-
nificant goodwill in his hometown, Erode
district, for liberally tipping government
employees. Journalists there would nar-
rate tales of how the Telephone Depart-
ment lineman would occasionally “dis-
cover” a faulty connection at his home to
earn a princely tip.

Each time he appeared in court, do-
zens of supporters would accompany
him, standing behind him and the other
accused. Quite coincidentally, many pro-
secution witnesses would turn hostile.
Rattled by the continuing volte-face of
witnesses, the prosecution at one point
decided to file a perjury case against a
hostile witness to deter others.

During court hearings, Mr. Sengottai-
yan’s personal assistant would arrange
lunch for his supporters from a popular
vegetarian restaurant chain. Some jour-
nalists were also shown patronage. On
one occasion, hot vada with sambar and
chutney was distributed not just to his
supporters, but also to a section of the
special court staff. A now-defunct Tamil
newspaper published a report with the
headline: “Sengottaiyan buys vada for
court staff.” The story created quite a sen-
sation. Special Judge-I Sambandham was
furious. He issued a memo to all the staff,
irrespective of whether or not they had
eaten the vada. From that day, whenever
journalists asked the court officer which
case was listed for hearing the next day, if
it was one of Mr. Sengottaiyan’s, the reply
would be: “Naalaikku vada case, sir (To-
morrow is the vada case, sir).”

Eventually, Mr. Sengottaiyan was con-
victed in one of the “vada cases” and
could not contest the 2001 Assembly
elections. Later, he was acquitted by the
Madras High Court, giving his political ca-
reer a fresh lease of life. On Thursday, the
leader, who was recently expelled from
the AIADMK, which he served for over 50
years, joined actor-politician Vijay’s fled-
gling Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam.

sureshkumar.d@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
A dark chapter

The Mumbai Police pay homage to the those killed in the 26/11 terror attack, at the Mumbai police headquarters on Wednesday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 28, 1975

Complete take-over of
Burmah-Shell by Dec. 31

New Delhi, Nov. 27: The ownership of the
Burmah-Shell refinery in Bombay and all its
marketing undertakings in the country will be
completely transferred to the Government of
India by December 31, 1975, under a
memorandum of understanding signed
between them. Mr. P.K. Dave, Secretary, Union
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals, and
Messrs. R.H. Kilbey and M.A. Cooke.,
Directors of Burmah-Shell, have signed the
memorandum.

FROM THE ARCHIVES @]thf

Findu,

The question of the price payable to
Burmah-Shell will be settled during the next
five weeks. The Government has given an
assurance that the officers and staff working in
Burmah-Shell in India and on temporary
overseas assignments will continue in the
service of the new Government-owned
company. The existing terms and conditions
of their service will continue, unless duly
altered by the Government or the new
company. The provident fund, super
annuation benefits, welfare benefits, etc. will
similarly be maintained. The new company
will take over Burmah-Shell’s obligations to its
employees including retrenchment
compensation benefits relating to termination
of services and pensions including
supplementary retirement benefits.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  NOVEMBER 28, 1925

Wireless operators

London, Nov. 27: Telegraphists’ Associations
have issued strike notices in the case of all
‘wireless operators on board British ships and
instructed men not to sign for further voyages
pending the settlement of the dispute regarding
conditions of service, including the proposed
reduction of wages by 22sh 6d per month.

London, Nov. 27: The strike of wireless
operators does not involve lend stations, but the
Association of Wireless and Cable Telegraphists,
which has called the strike, claims as its
members 98 per cent of the wireless operators
on British merchantmen.
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Anti-smog guns Names in Bengal Magnitude of India’s investment plan Schools in Assam that
installed at metro electoral roll that did  earthquake that hit to boost rare earth lack drinking water,
construction sites not match with 2002  western Indonesia magnet production toilet facilities

In a post on X, the Delhi Metro
82 Rail Corporation said on

Thursday that it is among the
first major construction agencies in the
region to introduce these machines and
now, it has mandated their use in all civil
contractor agreements. pri

in lakh. The discrepancy
emerged after the State’s

with the those prepared across different
States between 2002 and 2006 during the
previous SIR exercise, an official said on
Wednesday evening. pn

latest voter list was compared

An earthquake hit an
A island off the coast of

Indonesia on Thursday, according to the
United States Geological Survey (USGS),
with no immediate reports of damage or
tsunami warning. are

Sumatra in western

in § million. The plan
involves offering

subsidies to help establish manufacturing
capacity of around 6,000 metric tons per
year. China’s export curbs had earlier
raised alarm among some Indian firms. are

incentives and

In all State-run
° schools in ‘char’

and rural areas

across Assam, almost 28,000 teaching
posts are also lying vacant, the State
Assembly was informed on Thursday. e1i
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Why India struggles to clear its air

India confronts a recurring pollution crisis shaped by quick fixes such as cloud seeding, smog towers and odd-even rules; fragmented air-quality governance,

scattered accountability and short-term political incentives keep long-term progress out of reach

FULL CONTEXT

Ajay Singh Nagpure

ach winter, as Delhi slips back

into its familiar grey haze, India

reaches for the same set of quick

fixes, treating the pollution
crisis as if it were temporary. Cloud
seeding, smog towers, water sprinkling,
odd-even rules, and festival crackdowns
reappear in a predictable cycle. These are
all high-visibility steps that promise
urgency, but they change little on the
ground (or in the air).

Public debate breaks down just as
quickly: scientists are blamed for weak
solutions, politicians for weak will, and
administrators for blindly importing
Western ideas. There is some truth in
each charge, but none explains the full
picture by itself. Over the last couple of
weeks in Delhi, the public response has
also included small public protests. In the
November 24 edition, 50-60 protesters
gathered near India Gate under heavy
security presence; the police eventually
detained five people, even though the
protests were peaceful.

Slices of control

The repeat pattern of short-term
interventions points to a structural flaw:
the country’s air-quality institutions —
scientists, governments, regulators, cities,
and communities — operate largely on
their own. With no clear ownership or
shared authority, lasting progress remains
elusive.

This disconnect is no accident; instead,
it is the product of how India’s air-quality
governance has taken shape. Unlike
countries such as the U.S., the UK.,
Japan, or China, where strong national
laws and empowered regulators drove
decades of steady progress, India’s system
has been fragmented from the start. The
responsibility for clean air is scattered
across a long list of bodies: the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change; the Central Pollution Control
Board; the State Pollution Control Boards;
the Commission for Air Quality
Management; the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee; municipal bodies such as the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and the
New Delhi Municipal Council; and various
State departments overseeing agriculture,
transport, industry and energy. Sectoral
agencies such as the National Highway
Authority of India, the Public Works
Department, the power distribution
companies, and planning authorities add
yet more layers.

Each agency oversees a slice of the
problem, and no single institution holds
full authority or full accountability for
air-quality outcomes. The result is uneven
enforcement across States, weak
inter-state coordination in the National
Capital Region, and frequent
contradictions between court orders,
Union government directives, and local
decisions.

Policymakers also face real constraints.
The environmental powers are
constitutionally shared, budgets and
staffing are uneven, and judicial pressure
often pushes immediate action over
long-term planning. In a system where
many actors are involved but none is
empowered to lead, progress becomes
slow, mcons!stent and easlly overtaken
by short-term, hi

Fight for rights: People protesting against air pollution near the India Gate in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

and postpone politically risky reforms.
They also fit comfortably within annual
budgets, unlike long-term investments in
clean fuel, waste systems, or industrial
upgrades.

This is why cloud seeding, smog
towers, water sprinkling, and odd-even
schemes return each winter: they are
inexpensive to announce, easy to deploy,
and rarely provoke resistance
(notwithstanding the recent protests).
Tools such as anti-smog guns and festival
crackdowns help officials demonstrate
responsiveness, even if they do little for
public health. In effect, these
interventions serve the politics of
pollution more than the science of it,
masking structural failures with
momentary action, while public exposure
to harmful air remains largely unchanged.

Two traps

Another reason India’s pollution response
struggles is what can be called the
intellectual trap: the belief that solutions
conceived within elite institutions,
think-tanks, multilateral agencies, or top
scientific organisations will automatically
translate into effective action on the
ground. Much of India’s clean-air
discourse is shaped by people who are
analytically rigorous but often removed
from the day-to-day realities of municipal
administration, enforcement bottlenecks,
informal economies, and political
constraints. Their proposals may be
technically sound, but they frequently
underestimate the complexity of
implementation in cities that lack staff,
budgets, regulatory continuity, or even
basic record-keeping. As a result, many
“expert-designed” strategies rarely move
beyond pilot stages or are adopted
without the institutional scaffolding they
need to succeed.

This disconnect becomes clearer when
these ideas encounter the lived systems
that actually produce pollution: scattered
governance, informal construction
practices, diesel-dependent freight,
fragmented land markets, and the
economic pressures faced by farmers,
transporters, and small industries. Elite
policy frameworks tend to assume a level
of administrative capacity and social

that step in to fill the governance vacuum.
The dominance of short-term
measures is not simply the result of weak
institutions: it reflects the incentives that
drive Indian governance. Quick fixes
allow governments to show visible action
within a single news cycle, avoid
confronting powerful sectors such as
construction, transport, and agriculture,

cM )

liance that simply does not exist

umform]y across Indian cities. They focus
on what should work in theory rather
than what can work in practice. In doing
s0, they risk producing policies that are
ambitious on paper but unmanageable for
the institutions expected to implement
them.

The second distortion is the Western
trap: the tendency to import global “best

practices” without redesigning them for
Indian realities. Many of these models
come from cities with abundant
resources, stable public finance, strong
regulatory credibility, and high
institutional trust. When adopted
wholesale, these approaches often carry
assumptions that do not hold in India:
consistent enforcement, reliable public
transport, low informal activity, or
predictable administrative coordination.

Technologies and regulations that
function smoothly in European or East
Asian settings encounter vastly different
constraints in India’s dense
neighbourhoods, politically negotiated
spaces and overstretched agencies. The
issue is not the foreign origin of ideas but
the lack of adaptation.

Together, the intellectual trap and
Western trap shape a policy environment
where strategies acquire their legitimacy
by sounding sophisticated or globally
aligned rather than by being grounded in
how Indian institutions actually work.
They produce initiatives that attract
attention, secure funding, and generate
impressive documents, yet struggle to
scale or endure. Many fade quietly after a
few months when confronted with
routine bureaucratic churn, unclear
mandates or resistance from stakeholders
whose behaviour the policy sought to
change. In the process, India’s clean-air
agenda becomes heavy on conceptual
ambition but light on operational traction
— alandscape of ideas that travel well but
land poorly.

Indian constraints

Escaping the intellectual and Western
traps means learning from global and
expert ideas as well as accepting that even
strong solutions must be redesigned for
India’s administrative and social realities.
That requires institutions capable of
planning beyond election cycles,
coordinating across sectors, and staying
focused even when political priorities
shift.

For this, India needs clearer rules
about who leads on air quality, who is
accountable, and how decisions move
between national, State, and municipal
levels. A modern clean-air law with
explicit mandates could create this basic
clarity. The goal is not another powerful
regulator but a coordinating body that
can be trusted enough to align policies,
resolve routine jurisdictional overlaps,
and make sure implementation remains
steady. Public access to compliance data
and visible enforcement would make
environmental rules credible while stable
multi-year funding would allow agencies

to build staff, maintain monitoring
systems, and sustain long-term
programmes instead of reacting to crises.

Effective institutions also need the right
expertise. India needs a professional layer
of science managers, i.e. people who
understand science, governance, and
political constraints, and can convert
knowledge into workable, context-specific
decisions. Their role is not to generate
more studies but to adapt existing insights
to local capacity, guide ministries through
complex transitions, and keep reforms
coherent despite bureaucratic turnover.
Without this bridging function, India’s
scientific strengths, including its models,
sensors, and analytical tools, remain
disconnected from day-to-day
decision-making.

What India lacks, ultimately, is not
ideas but alignment: between ambition
and capacity, between what experts
recommend and what institutions can
actually enforce. Imported frameworks
and elite prescriptions often fail because
they assume levels of staffing,
coordination, and public compliance that
vary widely across States and cities.
Indian solutions must therefore begin
with Indian constraints: uneven
municipal capacity, informal labour
markets, competing development
pressures, and diverse regional priorities.
Policies must be designed to
implementable, not just elegant, which
means they must be built around what
agencies can realistically enforce, what
communities will accept, and what local
budgets can support. Without this
grounding, well-intentioned initiatives will
continue to stall once they leave
conference rooms and meet real-world
conditions.

What India needs

Clean air is not a seasonal aspiration: it is
essential to public health, economic
productivity and basic functioning of
cities. India can learn from global
experience and from its own scientific
advances, but lasting progress depends
on institutions and policies shaped for
Indian conditions. Technology may offer
moments of relief but only governance
built for India’s complexity can deliver
durable change. The tools exist and the
demand for cleaner air is unmistakable.
Thus, what India needs now is the
confidence to design solutions that reflect
its own realities and the commitment to
sustain them long enough to make the air
genuinely breathable.

Ajay S. Nagpure is an urban systems
scientist at the Urban Nexus Lab at
Princeton University
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India’s repeat cycle of cloud
seeding, smog towers,
odd-even rules and festival
crackdowns reflects a
structural flaw in air-quality
governance, where
responsibilities are scattered
across many bodies and no
institution has full authority or
accountability.

v

India’s response is weakened
by the ‘intellectual trap’ and
the ‘Western trap’ — expert
and global ideas that look
good on paper but fail in
practice because they don’t
account for India’s limited
municipal capacity, informal
economies, and complex
political and administrative
realities.

v

What India needs is institutions
designed for Indian
constraints: clearer rules on
who leads, a modern clean-air
law with explicit mandates,
steady multi-year funding,
credible enforcement, public
access to compliance data, and
science managers who can
bridge science with governance
and politics.
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Why are Srinagar’s traditional livelihoods

struggling to survive?

How are wetlands, lakes, and mountains shaping Srinagar’s economy? What role did Article 370s dilution play in local livelihoods? Why are tourism,

horticulture, and artisan trades struggling? What strategies can build a resilient, locally rooted economy?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
‘ ‘ f paradise is to be found on
earth, Kashmir is it.” Yet
l today, Kashmir’s paradise is
fraying — and in Srinagar, we
find the fault-lines of a regional economy
at a crossroads: between beauty and
breakdown; between traditional
livelihoods and externally imposed
growth models. Srinagar is facing
mounting ecological stress, weakening
traditional sectors, and the after-effects of
governance disruptions since the dilution
of Article 370. Wetland loss, supply-chain
breakdowns, urban sprawl, and
joblessness have intensified economic
fragility.

Why is Srinagar ecologically fragile?
Srinagar, nestled in a Himalayan valley,
carries deep ecological vulnerabilities.
Wetlands, lakes, and mountains have kept
the city alive — as a horticultural belt,
tourist beacon, and artisan hub. But
unchecked urban expansion, sprawl,
flood risk, and infrastructure stress are
now compromising that fragile base. A
local report notes that formerly natural
sponges have been overtaken by
construction; “encroached wetlands and
choked drains... amplify flood damage,
while unchecked sprawl hikes living
costs”

Meanwhile, the horticulture sector —
once a pillar of Kashmir’s rural-urban
interface — has been hammered. One
study points out that despite the
abrogation of special status, the annual
growth rate slumped, supply chains broke
down, and the backbone of thousands of
livelihoods cracked.

What changed after the dilution of
Article 370?

Since the dilution of Article 370 in August
2019, the region has experienced a
dramatic governance shift. The
dissolution of the Statehood status,
communication blackouts and prolonged
curfews have disrupted not only everyday
life but also economic institutions. For
instance, a qualitative study of women
entrepreneurs in Srinagar and Ganderbal
shows how the communication blackout,
network restrictions and lockdowns
crushed their ability to market crafts,
connect with customers, and sustain a
business.

In Srinagar, the private sector has
remained stunted, while over 32,000
government posts remain unfilled as of
March 2025. Urban unemployment stands
at 11.8%, youth unemployment at 32%,
and women’s unemployment at 53.6%.

Then came the collapse of the three
pillars: tourism, horticulture, and artisan
trades.

Tourism is projected as the engine of
revival, yet it remains highly seasonal and
vulnerable.

A recent article reports that in 2025
alone, landslides and highway closures
stranded 800+ fruit trucks, resulting in
over 3200 crore losses in a few days —
demonstrating the fragility of the entire
local supply chain.

Supply disruptions, climate risk, poor
market access, and policy neglect have
reduced horticulture’s share in GDP and
hampered its role as a stable driver.

Artisan trades are similarly suffering. A
qualitative study found that women
artisans in the handicraft industry face
exploitation, lack of access to markets,
scarcity of raw materials, and breakdown
in supply chains. Many street vendors and
‘women workers in informal markets earn
as little as ¥250-300 a day.

Economic disruptions have pushed
certain marginalised and transgender
communities into sex work, as other
income sources disappear.

‘Why does the metropolitan capital
infusion model fall short?

Many growth plans for Srinagar treat it as
arecipient of large capital flows — real
estate, tourism mega-projects, urban
infrastructure — on the assumption that
spending automatically leads to
upliftment. But when local governance is
weak, traditional livelihoods are ignored,
and the ecological base is compromised,
this model fails.

In Srinagar’s “smart city” push, for
example, artisan spaces and vendors are
often squeezed out while the facade
beautifies; green spaces vanish, older
trees are removed; livelihoods are
disrupted.

Hence, unless growth anchors itself in
the local economy, the “integration into a
metropolitan capital” approach risks
increasing fragility rather than alleviating
it.

What are the plausible directions for
sustainable growth?

Horticulture requires reliable cold-chain
infrastructure, climate-adapted crops,
and farmer cooperatives. Wetlands,
floodplains, and lake systems must be
protected and integrated into urban

Horticulture requires reliable cold-chain infrastructure, climate-adapted crops, and farmer cooperatives. IMRAN NISSAR

planning. Instead of sprawl, we should
invest in green infrastructure.

Tourism can grow through
community-led, heritage-based, and
ecologically sensitive models that place
artisans and local hosts at the centre.

Srinagar’s artisan and craft-based
economy needs institutional support that
values its cultural depth. Traditional
clusters of weavers, shawl-makers,
wood-craft workers, papier-maché artists
and brassware makers require design
assistance, accessible digital marketing
channels and systems that reduce
dependence on exploitative
intermediaries. The State must also
facilitate micro-finance, raw-material
common-pools, craft-export linkages, and
protection of workshop spaces rather
than treating artisan neighbourhoods as
“peripheral” to modern development.

Urban planning should integrate
artisan quarters, preserve workshops, not
criminalise street vendors or force them
into oblivion. What Srinagar needs is a
managed transition rather than displacing
them.

Restoring meaningful local governance
is essential for any sustainable economic
revival. Without a local voice, top-down
capital flows will only deepen alienation.

State policy should ensure reliable
connectivity, functional marketing
platforms, skill upgrades, and helplines
for women entrepreneurs.

The growth slump and joblessness
have pushed vulnerable groups into the
margins. A coordinated social protection,
vocational training and livelihood
diversification strategy is needed.

Most importantly, Srinagar’s future
depends on building a balanced
economic base rather than relying on

-

tourism or real estate alone.

Horticulture, artisanship, small-scale
manufacturing, niche tourism and
services must grow together to reduce
vulnerability. For example, horticulture
alone engages more than three million
people in the region, and ignoring it
weakens the entire economic foundation.

Tourism, meanwhile, should be made
resilient to frequent disruptions through
stronger links with local crafts, digital
outreach, homestays, and off-season
offerings.

Urban job creation should focus not
just on high-capital projects but on
upgrading the informal economy and
creating linkages with village-town
interactions.

‘What does all this mean for Srinagar’s
future?

Srinagar is at an inflection point. It strains
under the weight of ecological, economic
and governance vulnerabilities. To restore
its promise, growth cannot simply mean
“capital inflow and smart city facade”. It
calls for reviving the soils, the workshops,
the crafts homes of Srinagar, listening to
its women entrepreneurs, artisans, and
small farmers; empowering them through
connectivity, governance, market access,
and ecological protection.

In doing so, we shift from fragility to
resilience — from a “metropolitan
cash-influx” model to a locally rooted,
sustainably scaled economy.

The question for policymakers, for civil
society, for the local economy is: Will we
walk that path — or will Srinagar’s
paradise slip through our fingers?
Tikender Singh Panwar is a former Deputy
Mayor of Shimla and currently a member
of the Kerala Urban Commission
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Friedrich Engels, considered to be the co-author of the Communist Manifesto, was born
on this day in 1820. Here is a quiz on the socialist philosopher

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh

[N
QUESTION 1

What term denotes the idea that progress arises as a
synthesis of opposing views, which was substantial in

Engels’s works?

A
QUESTION 2

Name the German philosopher known for his concept of the
above-mentioned synthesis, who influenced Engels?

QUESTION 3

The condition of the working class in which country is
considered to be the first major socialist work by Engels?

A
QUESTION 4

Name the organisation, regarded as the first communist
political party, in which both Engels and Marx were key
members and on behalf of which the Communist Manifesto

was written?

A
QUESTION 5

Name the unfinished work of Engels, which was published in

the Soviet Union in 19257
cM™
K

[

Visual Question:
Name the city, which had a profound connection
with Engels, where this statue is located? WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

Krishnan

Basin

Early Bi

Questions and Answers of the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. This
week, the International Astronomical Union decided that a
3.5-billion-year-old crater on Mars will be named for the first Indian
who served as the director of the Geological Survey of India. Ans: M.S.

2. This Indian physicist from Hooghly district was known for his studies
of light under CV Raman’s guidance and on radiophysics with Camille
Gutton. Ans: Sisir Kumar Mitra

3. Homi Jehangir Bhabha has a 64-km-wide crater named for him on
the moon’s far side. The crater is of scientific interest because the
impact that formed it penetrated deep into the floor of the basin it is
located in, excavated materials, and distributed them on the
surrounding plains. Name this famous basin. Ans: South Pole-Aitken

4. This astronomer is noted for estimating the value of pi with an
accuracy high for his time, for his study of Diophantine equations, and
for his studies of the epicycles of motion governing the planets, among
others. Ans: Aryabhata

5. This physicist, born in Varanasi in 1929, was best known for founding
and developing the field that uses isotopes produced by cosmic rays,
e.g., in rocks and ice, to trace rates of erosion, sediment transport, and
other planetary processes over long periods. Ans: Devendra Lal
Visual: Name this physicist. Ans: Meghnad Saha

s: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Sudhir Thapa | Arun Kumar
Singh | Sunil Madhavan | Ajay Majumder

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

Did you manage to pay the telephone bill
before 1-00 o’clock?”

“No, I didn’t. I was late. I reached the
office at 1-30. But luckily for me, the
concerned clerk allowed me to pay the

“That was nice of him. But tell me why
was the clerk worried?”

“Ididn’t say he was worried. All I said
was...”

“..you said that the ‘concerned clerk’
took the cheque from you.”

“But I never said....”

“..when you say, ‘The concerned clerk
took the cheque from me’, it means, ‘The
worried clerk took the cheque from me.
‘Concerned’ means ‘worried’ in that
sentence.”

“Really? So, if I say, I went to school
and met the concerned teacher, does it
mean that [ met the worried teacher?”

“That’s right! I took the child to the
concerned parent, means I took the child
to the worried parent.”

“But tell me, how do I say, I gave the
cheque to the clerk who was responsible
for collecting the telephone bills?”

“I gave the cheque to the clerk
concerned.’ ”

“I'see. If I say, I went to school and met
the teacher concerned’, it means that [
met the teacher responsible for some
particular thing.”

“Exactly! It could be that you met the
teacher who was responsible for making
arrangements for the party.”

“Or the teacher who failed me in
Physics!”

“Yes”

“Can you give me another example?”

“The General nearly killed a thousand
people. In that sentence...”

“...that sentence means that the
General was responsible for the death of
nine hundred and...”

“...no. You see, there’s a difference in
meaning between ‘The General nearly
killed a thousand people’ and ‘The
General killed nearly a thousand people’.”

“What is the difference?”

“The first sentence, ‘The General
nearly killed a thousand people, means
that the General came close to killing that
many people. But he didn’t kill any at all.
He managed to avoid killing anyone.”

“Isee. So, if I say, ‘I nearly ran two
miles’, it means that I didn’t run at all?”

“Yes, maybe somebody gave you a ride
and saved you the trouble of running.”

“I never have such luck. ‘I nearly
bought the entire set’ would mean that T
almost bought the complete set, but for
some reason I didn’t! In fact, I didn’t buy
anything at all!”

“That’s correct. You had planned to
buy the set, but you changed your mind.”

“But what if I actually ran
approximately two miles?”

“You say ‘I ran nearly two miles’.”

“So the sentence, ‘The General killed
nearly a thousand people’, means that he
did kill some people. Maybe he succeeded
in killing over nine hundred and....”

“And for the final example, ‘I bought
nearly the complete set’...”

“...it means that although you didn’t
buy everything that was a part of the set,
you bought most of it

“Very good! You're not nearly as dumb
as I thought!”

“That’s not a nice thing to say.”

“I'm sorry. Yowd better run along
home”

“I know. I don’t want concerned
parents waiting for me at the doorstep.”
Published in The Hindu on October 27,
1998

Word of the day

Hedging:
away of avoiding giving a direct answer or
opinion

Synonyms: uncertain, unwilling, hesitating

Usage: Her hedging made it clear she didn't
want to answer.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/hedgingpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jheds.m/
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Learning from centenarians: new
study unveils secrets of longevity

Healthy diets, active lifestyle, avoiding tobacco and alcohol, and social connectedness foster longevity, according to the findings from the

Longitudinal Ageing Study of India; more scientific and policy-based ageing research however, is needed, as Indiass senior population continues to grow

Sunil Rajpal
Shreya Ronanki

he oldest-olds group (especially

centenarians, aged 100+ years)

can offer valuable insights and

learnings towards
understanding longevity via health and
healthcare behaviour, social security,
dietary patterns, and lifestyle habits.
While research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to longevity
have grown substantially in high-income
countries, developing and populous
nations such as India are yet to witness
such research advancements.

Although India’s traditional knowledge
systems hold abundant insights into
longevity characteristics, persistent gaps
in research and reliable statistics continue
to hinder efforts to decode existing
wisdom. A recently-published paper on
profiling the health and well-being of
centenarians, utilising data from the
Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASI)
offer some learnings.

Health markers

India’s sample centenarians reveal
striking patterns of superior health
markers and resilience. Interestingly,
most were found to be in good health,
reflecting optimal biomarker profiles.
More than half (55.5%) of centenarians
had a normal Body Mass Index (BMI),
while about 41% were underweight.
Further, more than 91% of centenarians
(100% of female centenarians) had a
normal waist circumference. The absence
of overweight and
high-waist-circumference centenarians in
the sample clearly indicates the
importance of weight management and
lean lifestyles (dietary restrictions and
physical activity) for a healthier and
longer life.

Chronic ailments that dominate
discussions of ageing were virtually
absent, with zero cases of high
cholesterol, stroke, or heart disease, and
only a few with diabetes (1.7%). More than
90% of centenarians had never consumed
alcohol, and about 68% had never
smoked tobacco. Collectively, these
findings highlight the absence of major
risk factors as a defining marker of
longevity. Global studies have also
observed that centenarians either
completely avoid or markedly delay the
onset of chronic diseases.

These findings add heft to the growing
calls from experts to shift the public
health discourse in India in order to
promote healthy dietary habits and an
active lifestyle at the population level,
especially among older adults in urban
areas. Nutrition policies and programmes
need to pivot toward behavioural
interventions to promote awareness of
the benefits of weight management via
healthy diets — reducing consumption of
foods containing high fat, sugar, and salt;
restricting alcohol and tobacco intake;
and developing a consistent health

policy attention. IMRAN NISSAR

routine. Active policy engagement in this
regard has to start now, to mitigate the
health burden in the coming decades.

Activities of daily living

Only about a third of the centenarians
reported difficulties with basic activities
of daily living (ADLS), including walking
(33.3%), eating (33.3%), bathing (36.1%),
and dressing (36.1%). However, more
complex instrumental activities of daily
living posed substantial barriers. A large
proportion of centenarians struggled with
housework (88.9%), managing money
(83.3%), making calls (77.8%), shopping
(75%), and finding addresses (69.4%).
From a gender perspective, the findings
are alarming, as most of the sample
centenarians were female widows from
rural areas.

The duality of resilience in health but
dependence in daily function carries
direct implications for ageing-related
policies. The findings warrant sustained
efforts towards promoting formal
caregiving, community-based day-care
services, accessible transport, nursing,
and ambulatory care. These ADL
limitations also indicate the requirement
of an age-based tailored approach to
providing elderly care and functioning
assistance from a policy standpoint.

Behavioural interventions are also
required to promote and destigmatise
extra-familial services, such as outside
help for formal nursing care of the
elderly, to ease the workload on family
members. This becomes especially
important for tasks that require mental
and cognitive abilities, including
managing finances and calling for help in
case of emergencies.

BIG SHOT
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Protective shot: A girl being vaccinated against diphtheria at the Al-Afad camp for displaced people in the town of
Al-Dabba, northern Sudan. AFP

Shades of grey: India will be home to the highest number of centenarians

Advancements in modern technology
can also be leveraged to provide remote
monitoring support, as well as specialised
geriatric aids and equipment to manage
urgent healthcare needs.

Finally, a focus on improving social
security nets for the oldest-old is critical
to promote paid caregiving, along with
enhancing the selfrespect and subjective
well-being derived from financial
autonomy.

‘Well-being profile

Subjective self-assessments are known to
be important markers of longevity.
Several studies have shown that people
with positive ratings toward self-health
assessment and life satisfaction levels
have a higher likelihood of better health
markers and a longer life. The majority of
the sample centenarians in India
expressed moderate (36.8%) and high
(51.2%) levels of satisfaction with their
lives. More than 75% of the sample
centenarians believed that they were
healthy and happy.

Such findings point towards the need
to promote discussions around
socialisation activities and engagement,
family care and bonding, living
arrangements, and mental health issues.
Potential pathways could be in the form of
devoted elderly day-care platforms to
encourage voluntary helping activities,
augmenting a sense of purpose, and
hence enhancing the self-assessment of
well-being.

Additionally, spiritual gatherings are an
essential platform for elderly Indians to
socialise and connect at later stages of life.
Fostering such congregations can be
beneficial for both psychological and

(superagers) by 2050; therefore, the subject domain warrants timely research and

emotional well-being. Finally, a high
well-being rating by the oldest-olds also
indicates the importance of mental
wellness. Possible learning points from
this could be adopting better sleep
routines, more outdoor recreational
activities, and limiting screen time.

The way forward

India will be home to the highest number
of centenarians (superagers) by 2050;
therefore, the subject domain warrants
timely research and policy attention. To
emerge as a global economic powerhouse
requires a long-term perspective on
research in longevity and well-being. The
first step forward is to build a
strengthened database on the oldest-olds,
their distribution across geographies,
demographics, and socioeconomic
groups, and their basic lifestyle habits.

India has demonstrated remarkable
success in generating reliable
demographic and health statistics on
infant births, vaccinations, and maternal
health. This capacity now needs to be
extended to longevity and scientific,
policy-based ageing research. Global
evidence indicated that longevity secrets
cut across clinical, biological,
physiological, genetic, and socioeconomic
factors. India, with its sheer scale and
diversity, is uniquely placed to contribute
to this understanding.

(Sunil Rajpal is an assistant professor of
economics & director, Centre for Research
in Wellbeing and Happiness (CRWBH),
FLAME University, Pune.
sunil.rajpal@flame.edu.in Shreya Ronanki
is research analyst, CRWBH, FLAME
University, Pune.
shreya.ronanki@flame.edu.in)
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Research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to
longevity have grown
substantially in high-income
countries, developing and
populous nations such as India
are yet to witness such
research advancements.
Persistent gaps in research and
reliable statistics continue to
hinder efforts to decode
existing wisdom in India
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India’s sample centenarians.
reveal striking patterns of
superior health markers and
resilience. Interestingly, most
were found to be in good
health, reflecting optimal
biomarker profiles. These
findings add heft to the
growing calls from experts to
shift the discourse in order to
promote healthy dietary habits
and an active lifestyle at the
population level
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To emerge as a global
economic powerhouse requires
a long-term perspective on
research in longevity and
well-being. The first step
forward is to build a
strengthened database on the
centenarians

India’s food colouring woes and steps
being taken to combat recurring issue

Athira Elssa Johnson

India continues to face recurring episodes
of chemical adulteration in food,
particularly through the use of
non-permitted synthetic dyes. One of the
most persistent among them is auramine
0, a bright yellow industrial dye banned
under Indian food safety regulations.
Recent inspections by State food safety
departments, academic studies and even
everyday observations have again
uncovered its presence in food items.

What is auramine?
Auramine O is a synthetic yellow dye
extensively used in industry, including
textile and leather processing, printing
inks, paper manufacturing, and certain
microbiological staining procedures. It
has a vivid colour and is inexpensive, but
is not approved for use as a food colour in
India. Toxicological research has linked
its ingestion to a range of health risks,
including liver and kidney damage,

of the spleen, i
effects that can alter genetic material, and
potential carcinogenic outcomes. The
International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC) classifies auramine as a
substance that is possibly carcinogenic to

humans.
) | |
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Despite longstanding prohibitions, auramine O
continues to enter the food chain largely due to
its easy availability and low cost. GETTY IMAGES

Despite longstanding prohibitions,
auramine continues to enter the food
chain largely due to its easy availability
and low cost. Industrial-grade colours are
sold informally in local markets, and
small-scale sweet makers or vendors often
rely on these unlabelled powders because
they provide a bright, appealing yellow
that mimics saffron, turmeric, or
permitted synthetic colours. In many
cases, producers remain unaware of
regulatory restrictions or view
enforcement as avoidable.

While the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, provides stringent provisions
against adulteration, enforcement

remains uneven due to variations in
laboratory capacity, staffing, and
surveillance systems across States.

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) periodically
intensifies sampling, surveillance, and
enforcement efforts, particularly during
festive seasons when colour adulteration
peaks. Several States have launched
targeted drives against illegal colourants,
leading to seizures of unlabelled dye
packets and prosecution of violating
units. Alongside enforcement, awareness
programmes for small food
manufacturers and street vendors are
being expanded to encourage safer
manufacturing practices. There is also a
push to strengthen laboratory
infrastructure and develop rapid testing
kits that can detect industrial dyes at the
point of sale.

Eliminating auramine O from the food
chain will require a multilayered
approach. This includes tighter regulation
of chemical markets selling industrial
dyes, sustained community-level
education for small manufacturers,
broader deployment of easy-to-use testing
tools, and stronger penalties for chronic
violators. Consumer education will also
be crucial.

(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)
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Rupee outlook

RBI deploys right tools to control currency volatility

he weakness in the rupee is back in focus.

The currency is down by about 4 per cent

against the dollar since the beginning of
2025. A double whammy has been at work here: the
trade deficit has widened this fiscal, while capital
flows too have dwindled. The latter has dipped for
geo-political reasons, apart from sentiment perhaps
taking a hit as a result of the trade-tariff deadlock
with the US. The stress on the external account is
likely to stay till a deal with the US is struck.

The merchandise trade deficit widened to
$197billion in the April to October 2025
period compared with $72 billion in the
same period last fiscal year, as exports to the
US declined. Simultaneously, foreign
portfolio inflows have been flat this fiscal,
even as investors pulled out $5.8 billion
from equityand debt this calendar year. Net
foreign direct investment flows have turned
negative in recent months, and incremental
NRI deposits have declined 40 per cent in
the first half of this fiscal year. Further, the
weakness in the dollar has resulted in the
appreciation of other currencies against the
currency. This has resulted in the rupee
losing 15 per cent against the euro and 10
per cent against the pound in 2025. The
rupee currently features among the worst
performing emerging market currencies
against the dollar.

However, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has done well to ensure orderly depreciation
of the rupee, using the tools at its disposal
judiciously. The RBI has struck a good
balance here — between letting the rupee
depreciate to improve the competitiveness
of exporters, while also ensuring that the
depreciation does not impact capital flows
orimporters too much. The central bank has
net sold dollars worth $21.8 billion so far
this calendar year, which is far higher than
the sale of $12.3 billion in 2024. It had
accelerated its dollar sales between October
2024 and January 2025, when the rupee
came under stress due to massive foreign
portfolio outflows, selling $55.7 billion in
four months. But it has reduced direct
interventions in the spot market since
February, choosing to manage the currency
through the rupee futures and forwards
market. The net short positions in the rupee
forward market have increased three-fold
over the past year and outstanding positions
in exchange traded currency futures are also
increasing.

‘While the interventions in spot market
appear to have increased again since
September, the use of other markets to
influence the currency has led to limited
depletion of the reserves. The foreign
exchange reserves are at $692 billion now,
having recovered from the low of $624
billion in January. The IMF has also
acknowledged in its recent staff report that
the RBILis only intervening to curb excessive
volatility, while classifying its forex policy as
‘crawl-like arrangement’. This isa
vindication of the RBI's policy of allowing
the rupee to depreciate slowly and
intervening only to prevent sharp one-way
movement. A trade deal will, however, alter
the situation.
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Manufacturing
innovation —

Fibonacci Way

POWERFUL PATHWAY. By validating academic
research early with industry, this approach reduces
time-to-market, lowers import dependence,
strengthens hi-tech capabilities

VIPIN SONDHI
ANURAG SRIVASTAVA

manufacturing renaissance
is within India’s grasp.
Global supply chains are
recalibrating, tect

capability. Practically, FIA moves
innovation througha cumulative
sequence — concept, simulation,
prototype, testing and deployment —
each stage reinforcing the last, justas in
Fibonacci progression.

A COLLABORATIVE MODEL

The FIA framework has been

operationalised at the Centre for

Advanced Manufacturing Researchand
Systems (CAMRAS), a

cycles are compressing and
the demand for resilient, sustainable
production has never been greater. With
proven digital capabilities and a strong
science and engineering base, India has a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to
emerge as a global hub for industrial
innovation.

Yet to lead in next-generation
manufactunng — roboncs,

d material;
and green mobllltyf ‘we must
dramatically accelerate the journey from
idea to impact. Our challenge is nota
lack of ambition or creativity, but the
absence of a structured, cumulative
process that consistently connects
research institutions, industry partners
and policy enablers.

This is where the Fibonacci
Innovation Acceleration (FIA) model
offers a powerful new pathway; one
inspired by the logic of natural growth
and the discipline of industrial
execution.

GROWTH THAT BUILDS ON ITSELF
Leonardo of Pisa’s Fibonacci sequence
—0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13... —isapattern
where each number is the sum of the two
before it. It appears throughout nature:
inspiralling shells, the blooming of
flowers, or the branching of trees. What
makes it special is its principle of
cumulative, self-reinforcing growth.

The FIA model borrows this principle
toaccelerate industrial innovation. Each
step is designed to strengthen what
came before, ensuring that scientific
advances evolve organically into
engineered products, scalable solutions
and competitive manufacturing

programme of the Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI) and the Indian
Institute of Science (11Sc), Bangalore. It
brings together academia, industry and
government, overseen by a Project
Review and Monitoring Committee
(PRMC) of technical experts app

commercialisation. Indian industry
frequently looks overseas for validated
technologies instead of tapping
domestic R&D capability. The gap
between early researchand
market-readiness — i.e. the ‘Valley of
Death’, between TRL 3 and TRL 7 — is
‘where many promising ideas stall.

The FIA approach is designed to
bridge this divide. By validating
academic research early with industry, it
ensures co-ownership and shared
accountability. This reduces
time-to-market, lowers import
dependence and strengthens national
capabilities in high-technologyareas.

Aclear example is the advanced
robotic arm developed under CAMRAS;

by MHL This triad is essential for
translating fundamental research into
industrial capability.

Through this model, multidisciplinary
teams — engineers, materials scientists,
roboticists and data experts —
co-develop prototypes with industry,
test them in near-real industrial
environments and iterate rapidly. The
result: technologies that are not only
cutting-edge but also ready for local
manufacturing.

Unlike conventional
industry-academia collaborations, FIA
is execution-oriented. It compels
co-design, co-validation and
co-ownership from day one, ensuring
that manufacturability, cost, qualityand
application needs are embedded early in
the innovation cycle.

By mirroring the additive logic of the
Fibonacci sequence, the FIA process
creates momentum, a self-sustaining
loop where each success strengthens the
foundation for the next.

BRIDGING THE INNOVATION GAP
India’s relatively modest public
investment in research often remains
confined to laboratories. Publicand
private put together, the investment is
less than 1 per cent of GDP on R&D,
significantly lower than
innovation-driven economies. This gap
affects the pace and scale of

conceived, simulated, prototyped and
validated within 12-15 months and not
several years. Entirely designed and
made in India, it is now being adapted
for applications across manufacturing
and healthcare. Parallel efforts for
sensors, controllers, actuators,
advanced charging for large & nano
drones and quadrupeds, demonstrate
the breadth of industrial impact possible
under this approach.

'WHY THIS MOMENT MATTERS
India’s ambitions across manufacturing
— from semiconductors to electric
vehicles and defence — demand
innovation at scale. Global companies
are seeking resilient, diversified supply
chains and we have the talent and
capability to fill this need. But we must
operate as a coordinated, convergent
innovation system.

FIA is not just a research method; it is
amindset shift. It asks whether every
breakthrough, prototype and pilot

Our engineering
diversity is unmatched.
Over a million engineers
graduate annually.

This creates fertile ground
for applying FIA model at
national scale

DELHI
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project feeds into a larger national
innovation engine.

A national approach is essential; one
where institutions, start-ups, corporates
and government programmes align to
scale technologies that matter: clean
intelligent automation,
dlgltahscd manufacturing and
energy-efficient systems.

This model offers particular

ages for our tens of th
small and medium enterprises (SMEs),
the backbone of the industrial supply
chain. Through FIA-linked platforms,
SMESs can gain access to advanced
prototyping, testing and validation
infrastructures typically out of their
reach, enabling them to produce globally
competitive components and systems.

Our engineering diversity is
unmatched. Over a million engineers
graduate annually. This creates fertile
ground for high-velocity iteration,
essential for applying the FIA model at
national scale.

Government initiatives, from
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes to the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF), further
strengthen this foundation. The
imperative now is disciplined execution,
translating policy ambition into
collaborative innovation.

‘THE WAY FORWARD
Institutionalising the Fibonacci
approach — cumulative, adaptive and
collaborative — can transform research
institutions into engines of industrial
growth. Each successful project then
becomes the foundation for the next,
creating acompounding effect.

Industry’s role is pivotal. By engaging
early in the innovation cycle, companies
can steer research directions, secure
intellectual propertyand ensure
manufacturability from the outset.

The task now is to ensure that ideas,
institutions and industries grow in
harmony. In perfect Fibonacci rhythm.

Sondhi, Chairman, PRMC, CAMRAS at liSc, Bangalore
and former MD & CEO, Ashok Leyland; Srivastavais
Programme Head, CAMRAS at lISc. Views are personal

Labour codes could have achieved more

They leave too much to the rules and let small industries off the hook in compliance

—
KR Shyam Sundar

he entire debate on labour law
I reforms was pitched on ‘ease of

doing business’ (EoDB).
However, EoDB and labour rights (LR)
can coexist. Adequately, even well-paid,
healthy workforce assured of social
security coverage and safe workplaces
would be far more efficient than
otherwise. Sadly, the lawmakers used
the four labour codes (wages, industrial
relations, occupational health and safety
and social security) to enhance EoDB,
while tinkering with labour welfare
clauses.

The threshold for the application of
the Industrial Employment (Standing
Orders) Act, 1946 has been relaxed from
100to 300. This law, apart from making
regulations transparent and uniform,
provides security against unfair
dismissals. The government has also
legalised fixed term contracts to provide
numerical flexibility to employers.
Though it has some provisions favouring
labour there are no caps on the number
of renewals. In China, post-two
renewals, workers should be given an
open-ended contract.

‘The major objective of industrial
relations laws is to devise institutions
and mechanisms to deliver quick justice

SAFETY. Small factories ignored

toworkers/employers. The CIR
dispenses with Labour Courts and
retains only Industrial Tribunals (ITs)
among others. IT will have two presiding
officers (judicial and administrative).
Workers first gotoan IT and in the
absence of unanimity between two
officers wait for the third officer to join
the IT. The high number of vacancies for
officers and bureaucratisation will only
delay the process of workers getting
justice. The IT system can confuse
legallyilliterate workers.

TALL PROMISES

The Wage Code (WC) has universalised
minimum wages (MW). The Central
government shall notify the National
Floor Level MW and no State shall have
MW below it. However, these are

gigantic promises given the huge
workforce of around 500 million (MW
applicable to agriculture also) and
poorly staffed enforcement machinery.

The government has claimed that
workers’ safety has been increased in the
Occupational Health and Safety and
Working Conditions Code (OSHWCC).
OSHWCC is applicable to factories with
20+workers using power and 40+ not
using power. The coverage of OSHWCC
is much less than that covered by the
Factories Act.

The Factories Act, 1948 stipulates the
compulsory constitution of a bipartite
safety committee in every factory in
which hazardous processes/substances
are used. The appropriate government
“may” by ageneral or specific order
require the constitution of a safety
committee (5.22). OSHWCC requires
the appointment of a safety officerina
factory with 500+ workers and a factory
carrying on a hazardous process (ZS()*)
[s.22(2)(a,b)]. What was once an
enshrined legal right is now subject to
the pleasure of the executive. Is safety
notaconcern in smaller factories?

In line with its presumption that
workers in smaller est do

allowed contract labour in all activities
(perennial/non-perennial). Itis
well-known that smaller contractors are
less dependable in law compliance. In
China, in the reform in 2013, the
government raised the minimum
registered capital from ¥500,000 to
¥2,000,000. It also capped dispatch
labour at 10 per cent of the total
workforce and provided for equal pay for
equal work (dispatch and directly
employed).

In the SSC, the thresholds concerning
EPF and ESI have not been changed,
which is regrettable. The only positive
aspect is the inclusion of gig/platform
workers for social security. But they
have been left out in the other codes, so
issues like minimum wages are left
unanswered. SSC does not contain
labour welfare schemes for the
unorganised workers, does not mention
the sources for funding and has not
determined the rate of contribution by
the sources to the Fund. These are left to
the rules.

The government boasts of fewer
clauses primarily because procedural
and >ubstantxve issues have been left to

not need legal coverage, the OSHWCC
has relaxed the threshold of

rull g. The codes shift the legal
power from the Parliament/Assembly to
the executive. This is troublesome.

contractor/principal employer from 20
to 50 contract workers. It has virtually

‘Thewriter s Professor of Practice, MDI, Gurgaon

“Last week, I had a running nose. This

week, 1
think I am suffering from a breathing nose!”

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

G-Secyields

This refers to ‘G-Sec yields and the
forces at work’ (November 27). The
government securities yield curve is
shaped by market expectations and
influenced by both global and
domestic factors. Movements in US
Treasury yields, driven by concerns
over the widening US fiscal deficit
and uncertainty around trade and
tariff policies have added volatility to
global bond markets and have had a
spillover effect on Indian G-Sec
yields. On the domestic side, the
scale and timing of Centre and State
borrowing programmes vary

according to their fiscal pressures,
influencing the trajectory and shape
ofthe yield curve. Any widening of
India’s trade and fiscal deficits
increases the government’s reliance
onmarket borrowings, whichin turn
exerts upward pressure on interest
ratesandyields

Srinivasan Velamur

Chennal

Approach to cybersecurity
Apropos the cartoon ‘Pocket'
(November 27), the humour lands
because it mirrorsa larger truth:
cybersecurity cannot be outsourced

toalone expert or reducedtoalabel
onadoor. As digital risks grow
sharper and breaches more
frequently, need

chain rather than just subsidise
importsin another form. However,

rare earth miningand processingare
intensive. Asensible

disciplined systems, not symbolic
shows of cauion.

K Sakunthala

Combatore

Embed ESG standards

This refers to ‘Govt clears ¥7,300
crore scheme to produce critical
rare earth magnets’ (November 27).
By targeting 6,000 TPA capacity and
linking support to actual sales, the
schemeattempts to build a full value

next step would be to hard-wire
robust ESG standards, transparent
disclosure and independent
monitoringinto every project
approval, so that self-reliance is
achieved without sacrificing
environmental and social safeguards.
M Barathi

Bengaluru

Auto emission
Apropos ‘Clash over cars’

(November 27), the push for stricter
fuel efficiency targets s timely but
risks being misaligned with market
realities. Using fleet weight as a
compliance metric inadvertently
disadvantages domestic players,
evenasthey invest in electrification.
The assumption that EVs will offset
inefficiencies overlooks gapsin
infrastructure. Amore nuanced
approach — one that incentivises
hybrid transitions — could balance
environmental goals with industrial
viabili

Coimbatore
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Move to secure
arare resource

Incentivising production of rare earth
permanent magnets is an economic
necessity and a strategic choice

nanideal world, a country need not manufacture

everything athome. It need not even manufacture

everything it needs to make things it wants to

export to the outside world. But we do not live in an
ideal world anymore. It is a world where the largest
economy, the US, is on a tariff rampage, and the
second-largest economy, China has tried to counteract
some of this by holding back what is arguably the most
critical component in modern manufacturing: Rare
earth minerals.

India, like most other major economies in the
world, is having to deal with both problems. It is still
in trade dialogue with the US and, hopefully, an
amicable solution will be achieved soon. However,
the supply constraint side of the problem is more
difficult to solve, mainly because most of the rare
earth supplies are located in China. This, however,
can’t be an excuse for doing nothing and remaining
at the mercy of others.

Itisin this larger context that the Union cabinet’s
decision to incentivise production of rare earth
permanent magnets (REPM) is welcome. The scheme,
from details that are public, pretty much follows the
larger framework of the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes: Companies will get subsidies to set up
production facilities and even more subsidies if their
production crosses a certain threshold.

To be sure, this is not going to solve India’s problem
of not having enough rare earth raw material deposits.
Whatit can do s to take care of second-order supply-
side vulnerabilities by setting up manufacturing
facilities for REPMs once raw material supplies have
been taken care of. To oppose this kind of a policy
would be tantamount to opposing expansion of India’s
petrochemical refinery prowess on the grounds that
we do not produce enough crude oil. It is not just
economical —on things such as saving foreign
exchange, easing logistics costs for domestic electronic
industry, etc—butalso strategic ina way.

Understandably, no such initiative on its own can get
rid of the potential impediments to India’s aspirations
to boost its domestic manufacturing and expand its
export footprint— but what is important is that the
policy framework is gradually expanding to address
such gaps.

Why India must host
global sports events

t’s official now. Ahmedabad will host the
ICommonwealth Games (CWG)in 2030, which also
marks the centenary of the mega event. This is in

step with India’s bid to host the 2036 Olympics in
Ahmedabad, and the ambitious National Sports Policy
(NSP) 2025 that envisions sports as a public good, a
driver of economic development, and seeks to make
India a global sporting powerhouse. The choice of
Ahmedabad also suggests a push to expand sporting
infrastructure beyond the national capital, which has
been the preferred city for large international sporting
events: Asian Games in 1951 and 1982 and the CWG in
2010 were held in New Delhi. Hyderabad hosted the
Afro-Asian Games 2003, which saw representation
from close to a hundred countries, though many
single-event international tournaments, including
cricketand hockey World Cups, have been held in cities
across India. What distinguishes CWG from single-
sport tournaments is the scale: For instance, over 4,000
athletes from 71 countries converged in Delhi in 2010.

India’s concerted bid to become a global sporting
hub is welcome for multiple reasons. One, sport is
not just about podium finishes; it is also a major
economic activity that generates business, creates
employment, and helps brand a city. Two, a major
sporting event attracts capital and enables urban
renewal. A big turnaround of Delhi, for instance,
happened during the 1982 Asian Games. Corruption
scandals headlined the 2010 CWG, but the latter also
led to an overhaul and expansion of the national
capital’s creaking infrastructure. It's time other
metros enjoy the pleasure of hosting mega sporting
events. Three, the NSP wants to turn sports into a
mass movement. Sport is intrinsically connected
with national pride and often acts as a glue to hold
people together. Olympics and CWG can birth a
sporting culture, and back it by offering quality
infrastructure. A spectacle by the Sabarmati can
surely help raise India’s stature as a sporting hub,
and, hopefully, a sporting power.

Towards a transparent,
accountable judiciary

The backlog of reserved
judgments signals
broader systemic
dysfunction. In this
context, the Supreme
Court’s direction that
high courts must
disclose adjournments,
causes of delay, and time
taken to upload
judgments is justified

ays ahead of being sworn

in as the Chief Justice of

India (CJI), Justice Surya

Kant called for high courts

to make public the time

judges take to pronounce
reserved verdicts and more. The trigger
wasa case from Jharkhand, where four
life convicts — two from Scheduled
‘Tribes and two from OBC communities
— had waited two to three years after
their criminal appeals were heard, with
final judgments left in limbo.

‘These observations are not the first
time the top court has raised alarms
over reserved judgments in Jhark-
hand. Expressing “shock” at rising
backlogs of reserved cases, it had
urged judges to use sanctioned leave
to clear criminal and civil appeals and
pressed for regular public reporting
on matters involving death sentences
and life imprisonment. Needless to
say, Jharkhand does not stand alone
in the dock. In Uttar Pradesh. Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and Delhi, for example,
the backlog of reserved judgments
signals broader systemic dysfunction.

In this context, the Supreme Court’s
direction that high courts must dis-

disposal rates, several high courts
would need 10 to 15 years just to clear

close adjournments, causes of de]ay‘ what they already have on their dock-

and ti to upload j ets. A parli -y reply in Decem-
entirely justified. After all, lhere ber 2024 put the judge-to-population
appears to be no reason why perform-  ratio at 21 per million — less than half

ance data should be shielded from the
very people who suffer its
consequences.

Justice Kant's remarks on
transparency and timeliness
point to deeper, long-stand-
ing malaises. With a little
over a year's tenure, he will
have more breathing time
than his two predecessors.
But given the task, time will
bite at his heels. He will want
to leave the institution better than he
found it. What he inherits is daunting:
Staggering vacancies, mounting pend-
ency, threadbare infrastructure.

As of 2025, one in four district
judges is missing. High courts fare
‘worse, with nearly one in three posts
vacant. In Jharkhand, vacancies run
at 40% in the high court and nearly
50% in district courts. The worst-af-
fected high courts — Allahabad,
Patna, Rajasthan, Odisha, Telangana
—have vacancy levels exceeding 40%.
In Bihar, West Bengal, and Uttar Pra-
desh, district court vacancies have
crossed 50% in some years, and more
than half of their pending cases have
been stuck for over three years.
Nationally, overall pendency has
surged by nearly 20-30% in five years.

By any count, judge workloads are
crushing. Each high court judge must
manage 7,000-10,000 cases —
roughly a three-year backlog. Crimi-
nal cases alone account for
2,500-3,500 per judge. District judges
could possibly handle 2,200-4,000
cases apiece, with criminal matters
between 1,500 and 2,500. At current

Maja
Daruwala

the 50 per million recommended dec-
ades ago. The India Justice
Report places (he actual

ften decried. But respect for the bench— lugh or Iow~

working tol5
per million.

Meanwhile, the number of
people waiting for the grind-
ing process of investigation
or trial to move forward
grows. Undertrials account
for more than 75% of
inmates across 1360 jails;

The
ina rule of law country, is non-negotiable.

of its wholehearted embrace by the
legal fraternity. Interventions must be
able to

HT ARCHIVE

impose costs. But courtroom power
dynamics have long nurtured judicial
to enforce sanctions

ally
that they further fair and. equal aceess
to justice. Video-conferencing in
cnmmal hearings has reduced

convicted persons less
than 30%. Average undertrial stays
have lengthened — from around three
months in 2019 to more than 10 in
2025 — with a significant share stay-
ing far longer. Despite judicial hand-
wringing and constant monitoring,
nothing suggests that the tide is turn-
ing.

Filling vacancies is part of the rem-
edy, but far from sufficient. Recruit-
ment cycles stretch from months to
years; judiciary-executive friction can
stall the process entirely. Even if every
judicial vacancy were filled overnight,
courtrooms and staff would still fall
short of hands. One missing registrar,
clerk, steno or data entry operator can
halt the machinery. In an effort to
break the familiar tareekh-pe-tareekh
(date after date) cycle, the judiciary
increasingly acknowledges the need
for systemic reform: Stricter time-
lines, better case management,
stronger accountability for unwar-
ranted delay by i d counsel.

inconvenience, but has
yet to show it can meaningfully
reduce prison time or upholds fair
trial norms.

Together, cheque bounce and
motor vehicle cases account for
10-12% of all pendency, including 43
lakh cheque bounce matters. To
reduce the backlog by up to 40%
within five years, pilots —summary
trials, fast-track courts, contract
judges, digital summons, structured
complaint formats — are being
deployed. But the impact remains lim-
ited by uneven rollout, untrained
mediators, weak follow-through, and
inconsistent judicial buy-in.

Judicial speed is set by its slowest
link, and there are many — not least
legal counsel. A 2017 study found that
nearly 80% of trial delays in Delhi
stem from adjournments, absentee-
ism, and late filings, moslly by law-
yers. Strictness in imposing costs is
one way to wean them off habitual

firmly.

Judicial loads would ease if judges
were better trained — and left to
judge, not manage courts and their
add-ons. Court managers and perma-
nent senior functionaries, common
elsewhere, remain underused in
India. Earlier experiments fizzled. but
the idea merits revival.

‘The judiciary is too often decried.
But respect for the bench — high or
low—ina rule of law country, is non-
negotiable. It rests on two pillars:
Transparency and accountability.
Judges, like Caesar’s wife, must show
themselves above reproach — not
cloaked in robes and rank, but
answerable in the public square.

1f the CJT's call is to carry weight,
the Supreme Court’s lead will set the
national example. It has the platform
— the National Judicial Data Grid —
and the capacity. Publishing its own
real-time data on reserved judgments
and time taken to dispose of cases
would be a small act with large conse-
‘quences. Reform, after all, follows the
leader.

Reaping technology’s full value will
rely on the speed at which reliable
infrastructure is in place and the pace

of ic adjourn-
ments, The revised procedural codes
now clarify and reinforce the court’s
powers to limit adjournments and

Maja Daruwala is chief editor,
India Justice Report.
The views expressed are personal

Hindon and the case for
efficient, low-cost airports

and-operated Hindon airport in
Ghaziabad saw its first commercial
flight in October 2019 — after much debate
and discussion between the ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA), IAF, and Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL). Initially, the
idea was to promote regional connectivity
and give a fillip to the UDAN scheme. While
a few airlines started operating
flights from Hindon, the pandemic
caused curtains to fall after a short
appearance on the aviation stage.
It was only in March 2025 that
commercial operations were
revived, when the low-fare airline
of the Tatas, Air India Express
(AIX), unable to secure time slots at
the DIAL airport, began op

latecomer on India’s aviation map,
Athe Indian Air Force (IAF) owned-

‘@

Anjuli
Bhargava

walks, easy access to cabs) than DIAL and
works better for him locationally as he lives
close to East Delhi. He saves time, if not
money. For budget-conscious fliers (a grow-
ing segment) living in and around East Delhi
and even Noida, Hindon is a lifeline, with its
geographical advantage. Even travel portals
are now recommending the airport to fliers.

Airlines, too, say that operating out of Hin-
don is cheaper in several ways. Since itisa
no-frills, no-fuss facility, there is no
user development fee.

Tax on fuel is 1% compared to
Delhi’s 25%, making it a haven for
refuelling. Landing and navigation
charges are far lower than DIAL,
and what the Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL) will likely
offer once it is functional. Back-of-

flights from Hindon. Now the air-

line operates over 50 flights a week, to five
destinations, from the airport. Soon after,
Star Air (20 departures a week, to four desti-
nations), and IndiGo (52 departures a week,
to six destinations) also began operating
flights from the facility, transforming the
sleepy airport into a mini aviation hub in the
national capital region.

The good news is that its popularity seems
to be on the rise. Even though the airportis a
far cry from the fancy private airports India’s
fliers have got accustomed to, people are
beginning to appreciate its advantages.

A frequent Delhi-to-Cochin flier recently
wrote saying that she opted for Hindon when
the tickets for her family on their preferred
date of travel worked out to be cheaper over-
all than flying from the DIAL airport. The
price dn[ierenna| was big enough for her to
pick th ption Hindon p
She added that many budget- conscious yet
regular travellers she knows personally are
using Hindon to reach Chennai. A Gurgaon-
based businessman told this writer that he
regularly uses Hindon to meet clients in
Jalandhar (flying to the Adampur airport)
and finds the airport “adequate” for his
needs. Another reader messaged to say that,
barring the longish bus drive from the park-
ing bay to the terminal, the airport is far eas-
ier and quicker to enter and exit (short

For budget-conséiois fliers livingin
andaround East Delhi and even Noida,

Hindon is alifeline. HTARCHIVE

lope estimates from indus-

sources suggest that the airport

is at least 15% cheaper to operate from than
DIAL,

Keeping all of this in mind, here are some
suggestions to the authorities that can make
flying from Hindon a preferred option for
many. While it might make India proud to
showcase the fancy, over-the-top structures
that Indian airports have evolved into after
privatisation, the costs of operating from
these have also been soaring, and many are
beginning to feel the pinch.

RAJNATH SINGH

Values of pluralism, inclusiveness,
and the rule of law are common

to both our countries (India and
Indonesia)

Bihar women’s vote was
for dignity, not freebies

state’s women voters— Bihar recorded
its highest-ever turnout since 1951, at
around 66.9%; 71.6% of eligible women cast
their vote, compared with 62.8% of men.
‘Women's choices are reshaping the nation’s
political landscape, and Bihar isa powerful wit-
ness to that. However, almost immediately, a
familiar narrative surfaced: Women “voted for
h

he recent Bihar election will be remem-
I bered for the quiet, firm resolve of the

ment jobs to cycles for schoolgirls, from the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Utthan support to girls
from birth to graduation to the Jeevika didi ini-
tiative for economic empowerment of rural
women. These organised women to claim their
rights and access schemes without fear.

Policies made in New Delhi and Patna have
reached the last mile with unusual speed and
credibility. Bihar's women saw that both the
Union and the state governments were pulling
sty ko e

money”, attracted
schemes. Itis both factually shallow
and deeply dlsrespec(ful Bihar's

welfare

Inacountry with varied i e
there is a large mass of travellers who can
afford air travel but nota cup of tea (tea bag,
at that) for 3300 — which is available for 210
the moment you step out of the airport termi-
nal. We need to look at setting up low-cost,
no-frills airports in the metros, to begin with,
and later, across other big towns.

Why don’t we start with sprucing up the
Hindon airport (avoiding private players’
tendency to turn airports into grand shop-
ping malls), expand capacity while making it
more functional, keep charges low and oper-
ate like Gatwick in London, which usually
offers lower fares than its bigger rival, Heath-
row (transport costs to Central London can
be higher, though).

Let’s up the game without making ita

1d-plating exercise, add
ces (a few more food and seating options),
remove hurdles travellers face, and address
their complaints. Dirty toilets top the list
(which has become something of an Airports
Authority of India signature), but poor cus-
tomer service in terms of information on
delays and cancellations is a major issue too.
Pilots say that IAF traffic often leads to exces-
sive delays and hold-time in the air; so, better
coordination with the IAF would be essen-

amodel of govern-

ance thatfinally sees them, puts their

name on bank accounts, gas connec-

tions, house-ownership documents —

and, by extension, in the decision-
‘makin

2.
Across Western European coun

Vanathi
Srinivasan

security
and opportunity. And they voted
accordingly. To call this “voting for
free money” is to refuse to see the
transformation inside the household.

The support from women is the
result of years of consistent work not
justin Bihar's villages and towns but
across India, where women's voices
have been heard and taken seriously.

tries, regular
— child benefits, parental leave,

kbone
ofah inthe
‘workforce, protects chleren from poverty,and
gives families stability. No one there calls it
“Vote buying”.

Nobel laureate economist Esther Duflo in her
research has shown that when women control
‘more income and assets, they invest more in
their children’s education, nutrition and health:
‘Women'
opment reinforce each other. That is exactly
what putting money into women's hands is
meant todo.

‘Women have been asked simple
but powerful questions: What is
troubling you the most, what is your dream for
your children, and what do you expect from
your government? They rarely spoke about
“freebies”; instead, they spoke of safety for their
daughters, honest ration delivery, decent
houses, toilets, smokeless kitchens, good
schools, and a small financial cushion against
illness or job-loss.

Volunteers, workers from the ruling parties”
women's units, and grassroots organisations
could, therefore, treat these conversationsasan
agenda for action. Over time, this has quietly
createdastrong, women-led ecosystem. Many

Under Pri Narendra
ership, India has built one of the world’s ]argest
and cleanest social security delivery systems,
powered by the Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile
(JAM) trinity. The International Monetary
Fund describesIndia's Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) system as a “logistical marvel” that

tial. This into close to 30-
delays in almost all departures and, often,
landings as well. There are airside issues that
need resolving, including the lack of parking
bays and the widening of taxiways, among
others.

None of the above, however, is anything
more than a small, niggling issue thal can be
easily tackled through sensible p! and
organisation. It might be worthwhile for the
authorities to welcome this new kid on the
block and get it to thrive.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal

‘millions of low-income cit-
izens, with programs “specifically targeting
women, the elderly and farmers”.

Crucially, women are not peripheral to this
system; they are at its heart: Jan Dhan Yojana
brought crores of women into the banking sys-
tem. Ujjwala Yojana protects their health and
saves time, which can go into paid work, self-
help group activity or children's education.
AwasYolana encourages house registration in

began as rners
and withalittle support, be(:ame problern 1-solv-
ers their neighbourhoods now rely on. This net-
workis not flashy, but women know itis there.
In many places, when a ration dealer cheats,
‘when awidow is denied her due, or whena girl
is stopped from studying, the first call istoa
trusted “didi” who knows how to intervene.
‘Thatkind of trust s built patiently, over years—
and itis precisely this trust that the ruling dis-
pensation’s women-centred governance has
been able totapintoand strengthen.

‘Women are informed citizens who weigh
performance, delivery and respect. Saying they
“voted for money” demeans the judgement of
millions of women who voted for hope, security
and mspecn The Opposition should construct-

the woman's name, or jointly.
Maternity and nutrition schemes protect both
mother and child ata critical time.

Under chief minister Nitish Kumar, Bihar
has followed a clear “women-first” approach—
from pioneering 35% reservation in govern-

trategy, and priori-
ues ralher than demeaning Bihar's women.

Vanathi Srinivasan is national president,
BIP Mahila Morcha.
Theviews expressed are personal
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Policy framework

Sustained improvement will boost confidence

Thebroad assessmentin the International Monetary Fund’s (IME’s) country report,
released on Wednesday, reflects India’s macroeconomic stability and provides
some useful pointers for policy discussion. The IMF expects the Indian economy
to grow 6.6 per cent in the current year. Growth is expected to moderate to 6.2 per
centin2026-27. The IMF’s baseline assumption reckons on a prolonged 50 per cent
American tariff, which the government has rightly objected to. India is negotiating
with the United States (US) with the objective of arriving at a deal soon. The IMF
further notes that the corporate and financial sectors have remained resilient with
anadequate capital cushion. The government is movmg forward on fiscal consoli-
dation, and the current account deficit has i andn bl

Thereportalso h ions for India’s mic Someare
worth discussing here. In the context of currency management, the IMF has argued
thatallowing greater flexibility wﬂl helpabsorb external shocksand reducethe need
for foreign: The IMF in 2023 had classified India’s foreign-
exchange mar asa“stabilised ar ”. Although the IMF notes that
the intervention has declined, it has still classified the arrangement as “crawl-like”.
The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI's) stated position is that it does not target any level
and intervenes in the market only to contain volatility. It is worth noting that India
witnessed large inflows during the pandemic because big central banks reduced
policy interest rates to near-zero and flooded the system with liquidity. It also wit-
nessed large outflows in 2022 as global central banks raised interest rates in a coor-
dinated fashion to combat high inflation. It can be argued that if the RBI had not
intervened as it did on both these occasions, the rupee would have seen large vola-
tility, negatively affecting businesses. Thus, alot of what the RBI doesin the foreign-
exchange market isto insulate India from policy externalities of the West. But it must
alsobeaccepted that some amount of volatility is necessary, and the RBI's interven-
tion should not impede the development of a deeper foreign-exchange market.

In the context of fiscal management, the IMF noted that with a revision in the
gross domestic product base in 2026, Indiashould revisit debt targets to make them
moreambitious. It's hard to quibble with the idea of a faster reduction in public debt.
Ttwill help create policy space and improve spending quality. It has also been rec-
ommended thatthe debt anchorshould be broadened toinclude state-government
debt. This would require some adjustment in the current framework to also focus
on reducing the state-level debt stock. Further, an annual fiscal-adjustment path
will inform financial markets as to how the medium-term targets will be achieved.
TheIMF hasalsoargued in favour of an independent fiscal oversight body. An inde-
pendent fiscal body indeed is a missing piece in India’s overall policy architecture,
‘which hasimproved significantly over the years. Such abody would be amajor con-
fidence booster for financial markets and should be actively considered by the gov-
ernment. Overall, some of the recent reforms, such as the simplification of goods
and services tax and the Labour Codes being made effective, will support growth.
The governmentisnegotiating ith various trading partners, including
the European Union, apart from the US. An early conclusion of these agreements
will improve medium-term growth prospects.

Banking on a bargain

Sandesara settlement raises important questions

The Supreme Court’s recent order closing all criminal cases against Ahmedabad-
based Sterling Biotech’s fugitive promoters Nitin and Chetan Sandesara if they
deposit ¥5,100 crore by December 17 has raised critical questions concerning the
treatment of businesspeople who abscond with large sums of public money. The
orderreferstoaone-time settlement that the promoters had agreed torepay acon-
sortium of banks in return for the state to quash all criminal proceedings against
them, including their designation as economic offenders. The brothers, who had
managed toabscond on the Albanian passport in 2017 and were runningan oil and
gas business in Nigeria, had a long list of cases against them filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation, Enforcement Directorate, Serious Fraud Investigation
Office, and the Income Tax Department.

Atthevery least, this order raises critical moral issues. Inits order, the Supreme
Court has argued that since public money is being returned to the lenders, no
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Income tax compliance:
Gains and gaps

Despite mandatory compliance provisions, the share of nil
returns remains high for both individuals and companies

One ofthe pnmary concerns of the income-tax regime
—h numberoftax-
payers v\nLlnn the scope of the regime. A broad-based
tax regime is expected to be more stable and serve as a
buoyant source of revenue. Income tax statistics pro-
vide information on the number of taxpayers as a part
oftheti iesdatadi ion. Thisi
of PAN holders who either paid tax or filed areturnina
givenassessment year. Income-tax return statistics, on
the other hand, provide information on the total
number of individuals or PAN holders filing returns
clunng a oxven ﬁnancna] year as well as

from 15 per cent to 9 per cent. For companies, in 2013-
14, theshare was 11 per centbut in subsequent years, it
fluctuated around 6 per cent. These trends are heart-
ening, but the levels might need some attention.
Turningto the other two categories, the first point
to note is that for firms, nil returns account for a
smaller share of total returns filed — 28 per cent.
In comxast theshare of nil returns for both individuals
ies is signi higher. The i
ﬁgures show the evolution of different categories
across these three ories. For firms,
the predominance of tax-paying returns
isevident.

Tax Trends
Individuals
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— Taxplus return
= Tax but no return
~— Return but no tax 40,000,000
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20,000,000
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Source: Income Tax Department's time series data

in the number of nil returns. As expected, the Covid
crisis flipped this trend. It was only in 2023-24 that tax-
paying largershare. What
is noteworthy, however, is that both these series are
trending upwards with nil returns moderately below
50 percent. Policy likethe int ofthe
new income-tax regime with reduced tax rates don’t
seem to have changed this composition. Whether this
isthe normal course of evolution of tax systems needs

their tovarious par-
ameters, i oftax paid. For Individuals, the trends are quite
From these different data series, it is dramatic. About 20 million taxpayers on
iesofinter- average, pay taxes but do not file returns.
actions between the income-tax system E “ This level has not changed much over the
and taxpayers: Those who pay taxes and years. Nil returns have surged sharply
file return, those who pay taxes but donot since 2016-17 and have sustained the
file returns, and those who file nil returns, higher level with some increase observed
implyingnotaxi Inthis piece, we even in 2023-24. This could be partly
it annbuled to changes in comp]lance
forthreecl R KAVITA RAO where Lhe rule% require
firms, and companies. filingof returnsil
The Indian income-tax regime has an extensive actions are undertaken. In contrast, the number of
system of tax deductions at source (TDS) and tax col-  returnswith positive tax liabi typeaked inAY 2019—20,
lections at source (TCS). These provisions were intro-  i.e., for FY2018-19, afterwhich rad-
duced to improve tax collection and comphance in ual increasesin subsequem years have brought it back
return filing. These provisions have had a s p on levels. Tweaksin xaxpohcy like

impactonrevenue collecrjons TDSasa
of total revenue collections increased from 32 per cent
in2013-14 to 41 per cent in2022-23. To understand the

and in rebate regimes do not
seem to account for these changes. These divergent
trends need some attention. The introduction of the

doesnotseemtobe

tobi ined. In particular, it would be interesting to
explore whether companies evolve from a nil-return
status to a tax-paying status over the hfecycle V\nLh
adjust

Ttcould throwlight on the drivers of the persistenceand
arowrh of nil-return companies, even when the tax

impactofsuch on

we look at the share of taxpayers who haven't filed a
return. During the period 2013-14t02023-24, the share
ofthis categoryhasdecllned forallthree classesof tax-
payers. Forindi ithasdropped from32 percent
to23 per cent. A similar decline is evident for firms —

L(anslatmg into lnghertax payments.

from a regime with si e
provisions to one with fewer built-in incentives.

Turningto the d
different. Demonetisation and the introduction of
goods and services tax (GST) seem to have pushed up
the number of tax-paying returns, with a moderation

The author is director, National Institute of
Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi.
The views are personal

Right direction, but the road

Mumbaiinthe1970sand '80s wasa warning writtenin
soot. Millsand factories that had once powered the city
were in lockouts or declared sick. India’s industrial
licensing regime would not allow those firms to live.
India’slabour laws would not allow those firms to die.
the waiting for closure permissions from labour

useful purpose would be served by contmumg criminal proc them.
This ing, effectively decrimi; the offence, may privilege hard-headed
pragmatism. But it is hard to justify this in terms of probity, which is the basis of a
healthybusiness environment. The order, thus, effectively rewards defaultersand
diminishes the incentives for well-connected borrowers to repay theirloans either
on time or atall. In fact, the order could be considered a windfall for the brothers
because it does not impose a meaningful monetary penalty for their wilful acts of
fraud and defalcation under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act and the
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. The dues owed to Indian banks, according to
the CBI, were¥5,383 crore, which the promoters mostly diverted overseas via shell
companies tobuild their Nigerian business and for personal gain such as acquiring
pri jetsand upscale real estate. They h Iready deposited 33,507 croreinan
earlier legal proceeding, and lenders recovered 1,192 crore under the insolvency
process, implying an element of penalty in the settlement amount.

The one-time settlement, submitted to the courtin asealed envelope by Solici:
tor General Tushar Mehta, was said to be a “consensus” figure following dis-
cussions with banks. Since the sums owed involve public money, some level of
transparency is warranted as to how this number was arrived at. Second, these cal-
culations overlook the interest payments over the intervening period, making the
recovery a fraction of the amount owed to banks. A punitive penalty could at least
have served as a salutary deterrent to other potential defaulters. The apex court
hasstated that thisjudgment is based on the “peculiar facts” of the case and cannot
serve as a precedent. It is unclear how the Sandesara brothers and associates are
any different from other absconding defaulters such as Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi,
Mehul Choksi, or Jatin Mehta. These absconders could as well seek similar bargain
deals as the price of returning without seeing the inside of an Indian prison. Italso
comes at a time when Indian lenders have just emerged from a painful recovery
from the burden of non-performing assets. Such orders run the risk of taking the
banking system back to square one.

job opportunities ossified. Rules that
claimed to protect workers in practice, killed jobs and
trapped capital.

‘This history of industrial disputes has cast a long
shadow over every debate on labour reform. On
November 21, India to great credit
brought into force four labour codes,
replacing 29 previous laws. The new
codes promise a more coherent regime.
Buthow far do these codes expand econ-
omic freedom for workers? Seen through
thatlens, the new regime has made excel-
lent breaks with the past, but some chal-
lenges remain.

New freedoms for workers

‘The most beautiful change is the law’s
recognition of women as persons with
agency. Women were kept out of whole
occupations or pushed out of the workplace at
sunset. The Occupational Safety, Health and Work-
ing Conditions Code, 2020 flips the presumption.
‘Women can work in all establishments and in all
kinds of work, including at night, albeit with con-
sent and subject to safety conditions.

The codes also make it easier for workers to find
formal jobs in growing firms. For decades, Indian law
treated growing beyond 100 workers asa kind of orig-
inal sin. Factories with 100 or more workmen needed
government permission to retrench workers or close
units. Many firms simply stayed below 100 on paper.
The Industrial Relations Code shifts the main thresh-
old to 300 workers. Below that number, basic protec-

e
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tionsand compensation rules still apply, but the state
nolonger stands between a failing firm and an honest
exit. When employers know they can close if they
must, they are more willing to hire. Workers gain when
there are more employers to choose from.

There are other quiet gains. Fixed-term employ-
ment is now clearly legal, expanding the choice of
arrangements for workers. Workers on fixed-term
contracts must receive the same wages and statu-
tory benefits as permanent workers for the period of
their contract.

‘Where freedom still falls short
‘Workinghours arethe sharpestexample.
The new law sets a daily limit of eight
hours and aweekly limit of 48 hours, and
it holds on to an overtime premium of
twice the ordinary wage. On paper, this
looks like strong protection. In practice,
avery high overtime premium and rigid
daily limits make it difficult to secure
extra hours in the formal system.
Workers who want longer shifts and
higher monthly earnings cannot get
them in a legal, transparent way. Econ-
omic freedom would give workers more room to
negotiate hours within a clear weekly cap at a more
moderate premium.

The new codes have also not internalised that
economies of scale are good for job creation and
worker prospects. By keeping heavy controls on
establishments with 300 or more workers, the law
still treats large firms as a problem to be contained
rather than as engines of opportunity. Workers then
end up in a landscape of dwarfs, with fewer large
employers who can offer internal mobility, training
ladders, and more formal bargaining power. A
framework that encouraged size and scale would

is long

better chance of moving up over a working life.

The codes also retain a paternalistic picture of
what a good job should look like. They mandate in-
kind benefits such as canteens, welfare officers, and
committees even in relatively small establishments.
Many workers would rather have more cash in hand
and choose their own mix of food, childcare, or sav-
ings. Real freedom lies in letting workers bargain for
the mix of wage and benefits that suits them.

The unfinished work

Parliament has taken an important step. It has
replaced a mess of laws with a more coherent frame-
work, raised some thresholds, and expanded impor-
tant freedoms, especially for women. But if the test is
economic freedom for workers, the job is notdone.

The next stage of reform should cement more
economicand earning freedom for workers. Our over-
time rules need to be reset so that a worker who wants
to earn more by working a little more, cando soina
legal, predictable way instead of through off-the-
books arrangements. Intrusive controls and welfare
mandates should apply only at much higher thresh-
olds, so that more firms can grow to a size where they
offertraining, promotion ladders, and real bargaining
power to their employees. Inspectors should spend
their time on serious violations, so that the law pro-
tects workers where the risks are greatest and leave
more space for free agreements elsewhere.

Labour law is not only about employers and fac-
tories. It is about how much control the state claims
over ordinary people and their decisions about work.
The new codes do increase economic freedom for
workers. Whether that promise is realised will depend
on what Parliament does next and on how states use
thediscretion they now hold.

Theauthor is cofounder and CEO of Prosperiti, an

give workers more choice across employers and a

ic freedom think-tank in Delhi

Innovation as amoral imperative

BOOK
REVIEW

AMRITESH MUKHERJEE

Every morning, across India, thousands
ofhands descend into darkness. Sewers
don’t clean themselves, though we live as
ifthey do. The infrastructure of our com-
fort — drains, manholes — functions on
thatoldest hierarchy of all: Caste. Manual
ingto itie:
‘marked “untouchable” for millennia,
breathe toxic fumes sowe don’'thave to
think about what happens after we flush.
Infections, respiratory collapse, cardio-
vascular damage, death — they're the
terms of employment. On paper, manual
scavenging has been illegal since 1993.In
practice, it remains India’s open secret, a
violence soroutine itdoesn’'t even reg-

ister as violence anymore.

Rashid, Vimal, Arun, and Nikhil
decided to take matters into their own
hands. In 2017, they founded Genrobotics
with a robot called Bandicoot, a machme

ble of cleaning 10
w1thout human exposure to toxins. But
manual scavengers saw the robot asan
existential threat. The founders’ response
wastoredesign the implementation
‘model, so manual scavengers could
become robot operators, their expertise
retained while the risk disappeared. The
solution has been deployed across
multiple states and municipalities. This is
what Sushil
Borde call Morefrom Less for More: Inno-
vation that doesn’t choose between effi-
ciency andjustice.

Welive in a country of contradic-
tions. Gated communities with imported
marblesit kilometres from settlements
without running water. One India orders
groceries viaapp, another India walks
hours for drinking water. Can technology
doanything to bridge this divergence?
MrMashelkarand Mr Borde say yes.

‘Their philosophy—More from Less for
More—dreams audaciously.

‘The book begins thus: “How much
more can we get? As much as human
imagination allows. How much less can
we use? As little as even zero. For how
much more? For everyone, everywhere,
without end. That is the power—and
the promise of MLM: More from Less
forMore.”

Asthe authors explain: “Companies
areoften confused: ‘Given our cost struc-
ture, what segment can we serve? They
could well ask, ‘Given that we need to
cater to the unserved, what should our
cost structure be?”. This framework

packaged as affordability. MLM refuses
this binary, taking a third path instead,
rooted in what the authors call Gan-
dhian Engineering, the principle that

Thisis fundamentally different from
Jjugaad. The authors clarify, “Jugaad
often disregards aesthetics and profes-
sional standards, which can lead to

per-use fees, bringing it tobillions
through advertising revenue, Workflow
innovation remade Aravind Eye Care into
oneofthe world's most efficient surgical

inventions must benefit everyone while subpar products and services. systems, performing cataract
respecting resource limits. Amindset that values make- operations at costs Western
Take Jaipur Foot. Traditi pros- ift solutions over quality hospitals can't comprehend.
thetics in developed countries can run innovation can hinder indus- MORE National policies like Aadhaar
$10,000 or more, what with precision tries from competinginglobal g{ell FN =359 and UPI created adigital infra-
engineering and premium materials. markets, where adherence to FOR structure that startups could
Jaipur Foot questioned that very prem- high standards is essential.” MORE use without building from
ise. Why not design for farmers who ‘While jugaad says make do scratch. Each leveraddressesa
need to work fields, for labourers who with what you have, MLM different barrier to affordable
can’tafford months of recovery? The tells you to reimagine what's excellence, together forminga
result wasa prosthetic that costs a mere possible. The differenceisthe toolkit for organisations.
$20 and restores mobility better than far gap between temporary wor- The authors conclude on

more expensive alternatives. Or consider
Reliance Jio, which saw a nation locked
out of the digital economy by artificial
pricing. By making data essentially free,

karounds that reinforce
inequality and permanent

But how do organisations

More from Less for
= T More: Innovation's Holy
solutions thatshatter it. Grail

by Sushil Borde and
Mashelkar

anote of urgent appeal. “The
twenty-first century is des-
tined to be a century of hope,
driven by the audacity of

shifts innovation from a market Jio created an entire digital infrastruc- actually i MLM? visionaries and the unstop-
response toa moral imperative, hom tureof users and ent who h fer strategic Published by Penguin  pable momentum of innova-
profit i ion to probl suddenly had accessto tools p levers. Ct int-basedinno-  BUsiness tion. The time to act is now.

They identify two innova.. inable. The book vation, the principle that lum- 280pages 3799 The century of hope begins
tion paradigms that have shaped global dozens of such examples: Swaasa tations force creativity drove s today. The limitless
capitalism and deepened inequality. ( i y diagnostics vi Indian Spaoe Research Organ- human mind will shape a
The first is More from More for Less: Pre-  forZ1), iBreast (cancer for $1), isation’ Mars mission, limitless future.”

mium products for premium customers,
innovation designed for exclusivity. The

second is Less from Less for More: Cheap
products for poor people, mediocrity

Dozee (ICU-grade monitoring using any
bed), SanketLife (ECG tests for ¥10-20).
Each demonstrates that the barrier was

merely imaginative,
o0 090

which cost less than the film Gravity
while achieving what only al handful of

The revlewer is a]oumahst wnter and

nations have managed.

editor

innovation freed Google’s search from

ourworld. I.ns[agram/x amomofwords
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Happening
today

®GOVT WILL release GDP data
for the July-September quarter
(Q2). The Q1GDP growth rate
was ata five-quarter high of
7.8%. Economists seeit declin-
ingto7.3%in Q2. For FY26, RBI
sees GDP growing 6.8%.

®GOVT WILLalsorelease
industrial production data
and Central government
finances for October.

©®PRESIDENT DROUPADI
Murmu will attend a Brahma
Kumaris event in Lucknow. She
will also attend a Bharat Scouts
&Guides Diamond Jubilee
programme later in the day.

©PMNARENDRA Modi will visit

a77-foot by
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INDEX RECORDS 86,055.86 IN THURSDAY EARLY TRADE, CLOSES AT 85,720.38

After 14-month turmoil, Sensex
breaches 86,000 mark first time

Behind turbulence: Trade &geopolitics
abroad, GST & insurance Billat home

George Mathew, Hitesh
Vyas & Sandeep Singh
Mumbai, November 27

AFTER A long wait of 14
months, the Sensex at the Bom-
bay Stock Exchange breached
the86,000 markforthefirst time
during Thursday morning trad-
ing, hitting a record high of

scaled a lifetime peak of
26,31045during intraday trade
but settled to end at 26,215.55,
marginally higher than Wed-
nesday’s close 0f26,205.30.

The previousall-time highs,
on an intraday basis, for the
Sensex was 85,978.25 and Nifty
50 26,25090, both on Septem-
ber27,2024.

Goaand Karnataka. In South 86,055.86 before finishing at Itwas exactly 14 monthsago
Goadistrict, he will inaugurate 8572038—upO0.13percentfrom  thattheSensex first crossed the

ofLord  thep: lose 0f 85,609.51 85,000 mi inga
Ram. And in Udupi district, he The broader Nifty S0 also ~ strong run that began in De-

will visit the Sri Krishna Math.

®TMC DELEGATION will meet
the Election Commissionin
New Delhi over the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rollsin West Bengal.

Business as Usual
ByEPUNNY

Weing Bchieved heights of
excellence, 00
‘08den vision.
. Freeupthe
ORI L0n¢ 85
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SC for autonomous
online regulator, Govt
says amending rules
on digital obscenity

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, November 27

OBSERVING THAT “self-
styled” mechanisms “will not
be effective” in regulating on-
line content, the Supreme Court
Thursday suggested thatanau-
tonomous body “free from in-
fluence” oversee social media
platforms while ensuring pro-
tection of free speech. It also
suggested using the Aadhaar
number or income tax PAN to
verify the age of the user.

These suggestions were
madebythebenchof ChiefJus-
ticeof IndiaSuryaKantand Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi while
hearingpleasby YouTuber Ran-
veer Allahabadia and others
challenging the FIRs against
themoveralleged obscenecom-
ments in Samay Raina’s India’s
Got Latent show.

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, in a note to
the court, said it is planning to
amend the Code of Ethics pub-
lished with the Information
Technology Rules, 2021 to incor-
porate guidelines on obscenity
foralldigital i-

The proposals include rat-
ing of online content for differ-
ent age groups and a bar on
anti-national digital content. It
said this was being proposed “in
accordance with Article 19(1)(a)
and the reasonable restrictions
imposed under Article 19(2).”

The note said an insertion
will be made in Rule 2 -
“obscene digital content”
means any digital contentshall
be deemed to be obsceneifitis
lasciviousorappealsto the pru-
rient interest or if its effect, or
(where it comprises two or
more distinct items) the effect
of any one of its items, is, if
taken as a whole, tend to de-
prave and corrupt persons who
are likely, having regard to all
relevant circumstances, to
read, see or hear the matter

ined or ied init.

*SLOW ROAD TO 86K (intraday highs over 14 months)
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(NOTE: CLOSING FIGURE ON THURSDAY: 85.720.38)

cember 2023, when it surged Havinggained 17000 points
from68,000t0850000verthe — nearly 25 per cent — be-
next ten months. tween December 2023 and Sep-

tember2024, thesubsequent 14
months proved elusive for In-
dian markets. During this
period, the Sensex oscillated
between 71,000 and 85,000, hit-
tingalow of 71.425in April 2025
and the high of 85978 in Sep-
tember 2024.

This turbulent movement
indicates that while global fac-
tors kept the Indian markets
under check, there were con-
cerns on the domestic front
about overvaluation of Indian
equity markets. Hence, when
global concerns arose on ac-
count of tariffs and oil prices,
the Indian markets moved

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Disruptions a disaster for Opp:
Rijijuahead of House session

‘Ifagenda driven
by one or two
failed leaders, it

is very difficult...]
Express News Service

New Delhi, November 27
AHEAD OF the coming Winter

Session of Parliament, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister

|

Kiren Rijiju has said the Opposi-
i i dis-  UnionP
ruption of claiming
that such measures
have proved to be “a political agendadoes
?jsgszer politically” = &~ nu’( necglazsariljybéing
orit. politi ividends.”
Speaking at The ‘DEA With the Opposi-
Idea Exchange fxc"A"GE tion expected to

session of The In-
dian Express, Rijijusaid: “By dis-
rupting parliamentary proceed-
ings, they are losing election
after election... Misusing the

The bench, also hearing a
plea by M/s SMA (Spinal Mus-
cular Atrophy) Cure Founda-
tion accusing satirists Samay
Raina, Vipun Goyal, Balraj
Paramjeet Singh Ghai, Sonali
Thakkar and Nishant Jagdish
Tanwar of mocking persons
with disabiliti Ds)on their

bility foronline curated content
and on Aland deep fakes.

CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

Before SC stepped in, Ministry
was told to let Law Commission
decide future of green committee

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, November 27

A FORTNIGHT before the No-
vember 19 direction of the Su-
preme Court that the Central
Empowered Committee (CEC),
which advises it on environ-
mental issues, can only be dis-
banded with its approval, the
Cabinet Secretariat had asked
the Environment Ministry to
referthematterofthe CEC’s fu-
ture to the Law Commission,

The Indian Express has learnt.

The CEC, a statutory body
since 2023, was originally
formed in2002onthe Supreme
Court’s order. It advises the
courton writ petitionsrelated to
environment and forest
matters, and assists in monitor-
ingand complianceofits orders.

The Cabinet Secretariat is
learnt to have cited the example
ofthe National Green Tribunal
(NGT), and said that with both
NGT and CEC functional, du-

show, told Solicitor General
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

plicity of agencies may belead-
ingtoadelayindecidingtheju-
risdiction between the two.
Itis learnt to have stated in
its communication to Tanmay
Kumar, Secretary, Environ-
ment Ministry, that the NGT is
nowastable adjudicatory body,
with expert members of its
own, and hence it should be
considered whether the CEC
should continue functioning
with a stronger i

¥ forum for drivinga

raise the Election
Commission’s ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)of elec-
toral rolls in the House, Rijiju
said: “Thediscussion about any
constitutional authority which

y Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju at the Idea

Thursday. RENUKA PURI

is clearly an autonomous body
(the EC) is not advisable,
number one, because the gov-
ernment cannot speak on be-
half of the authority. Suppose
you want to discuss the Su-
preme Court’s functioning... it
is different from judicial re-
forms... So that is why, when
there are matters sub judice or

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

FUELLED BY JAUNDICE SCARE, CLEANLINESS CONCERNS
Behind violent VIT protests:
Fact, fiction, months of anger

Anand Mohan J
Sehore, November27

SECURITY GUARDS and
wardens watched in disbelief
on Tuesday night as teenagers
tore through hostel gates, up-
rooted elevator doors and
torched vehicles — angry over
the alleged lack of clean water
and food and a jaundice con-
tagionscareat Vellore Institute
of Technology in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Sehore.

It was the culmination of

‘weeks of anger, which had been
brewi hat:

atVellarel

inMP’s Sehore.

are legitimate concerns, even
though thespark wasarumour:
That three people had died of
jaundice after 23 fell ill in the
past two weeks. The adminis-
tration had time to dispel the
rumours, but by most ac-
counts, failed to take the stu-
dentsinto

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

On Thursday, University

Registrar K K Nair broke his si-
lence onthedeathsand clarified
they were not due to jaundice.
“As regards the death of a stu-
dent, Ms Neha, it occurred on
November24dueto TBwhileat
her home in Bilaspur, Chhattis-
garh. It has nothing to do with
jaundice. We are processing a

feerefund. Regarding the death
of Dr Sangram Kesari Das, fac-
ulty, it was a natural death after
prolonged illness. He has been
onmedical leavesince May 2025
and returned afewdaysago. He
was found dead at home; he
died of typhoid,” Nair said.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

HOUéE P“ANEL HEARING ON‘ DEC4
Basic structure not
violated: Law panel

firmsup view on
joint election Bills

Not in favour of
statutory backing
for Model Code
of Conduct

Damini Nath
New Delhi, November27

AHEAD OF itsscheduled brief-
ingbefore the Joint Committee
of Parliament on the simulta-
neous elections Bills on De-
cember 4, the 23rd Law Com-
mission islearnt tohave firmed
up its view that the Bills do not
disturb the basic structure of
the Constitution, when it
comes to federalism and the

mission is also learnt to have
found that there is no require-
ment to give the Model Code of
Conduct statutory recognition.

The committee on the Con-
stitution (One Hundred and

Twenty-Ninth Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024 and the Union
Territories Laws
(Amendment),known as the
One Nation One Election Bills,
isset to meet on December 4.

Representatives of the Law
Commission and the Election
Commission are scheduled to
briefthe committee, according
to the meeting notice.

The two Bills were intro-
duced by Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal in December
last year and referred to the
committee. The Bills provide

right of the voter. for synchronising

The commis- the LokSabhaand
sion’s view, it is EXPRES,S Assembly elec-
learnt, is that the eXCluS IVE  tionsbycurtailing
Bills, which will the terms of state

enable simulta-
neous elections to the Lok
Sabhaand Stateand Union Ter-
ritory Assemblies, do not need
ratification by states as they do
not propose to make any
changes to subjects under Ar-
ticle 368 (2), clauses (a)to (e), re-
lating to subjects that require
ratification by states.
Inresponsetoaquerybythe
committee, which is chaired by
BJPMPPP Chaudhary, thecom-

Assemblies that
are elected after a particular
LokSabhato end with theterm
of that Lok Sabha. Once the
terms of the legislatures align,
thenextgeneral election would
be held simultaneously.

In the commission’s view, it
islearnt, the Billsaffect the dur-
ationor frequency of votingand
nottherighttovote, whichdoes
not violate the basic structure.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

10 YRS AFTER DEATH OF PHD SCHOLAR
Upto3yrsjail, fineon
institutes: Karnataka’s
Rohith Vemula Bill to
curb campus caste bias

To be tabled in House Winter Session

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, November 27

NEARLY 10 years after the
death of Dalit PhD scholar Ro-
hith Vemula by suicide at the
University of Hyderabad (UoH),
iah-led Congress

©BILLPROVISIONS

THE TABLING of the Bill will
come months aftera nudge by
Cong leader Rahul Gandhi
ITSEEKS to curb “discrimination,

government in Karnataka has
comeupwithaBill

and atrocity on the
basis of caste” in higher educa-

himinorder to curbcaste-based
discriminationand

ANAGGRIEVED

in public and private colleges
and universities in the state.

The Siddaramaiah govern-
mentislikely totabletheBillin
the state Assembly during its
‘Winter Session to be held dur-
ing December 8-19. The legisla-
tion is being brought following
anudge from Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi.

The Bill, called The Karna-
taka Rohith Vemula (Preven-
tion of Exclusion or Injustice)
(Right to Education and Dig-
nity) Bill, 2025, seeks to address
the “caste realities” in higher
educational institutions (HEIS).
Some academic and legal ex-
perts, who have gone through

tional i
e beastu-
dent, faculty
member or non-

E.
teaching staff

BILL PROPOSES penalty for indi-
vidual offenders, ranging from
written apology to 3 yearsin
prisonand fine

ALSO IMPOSES penalty oninsti-
tutions for violations, which
includes acutingovtaid

theBill, say thatuponits enact-
ment, thislaw would curb “dis-
crimination, harassment and
atrocity on the basis of caste™.
The proposed legislation
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© LIST INCLUDES SEVEN INDIAN NAMES FOR GEOLOGICAL FEATURES ON MARS, INCLUDING CRATER NAMED AFTER RENOWNED GEOLOGIST M S KRISHNAN

On Martian surface, a slice of Kerala: Periyar river, Varkala beach, ISRO birthplace

Anjali Marar f Mars,ac-  Krishnan 77kmindi-
Bengaluru, 27 cordin; by ameterandi:

theInternational Astronomical 3 billion years old. And a plain
WHAT’S COMMON to Kerala’s ~ Union (IAU) on November24.  surface to the southeast of this

largest river, its largest fort, its
most popular beach and two of

its towns that helped
propel India’s space l
dreams? Theyallnow

l anc
have a second ad-

dress — 225 million

kilometres away on Mars.

All these places — Periyar
river, Bekal fort, Varkala beach,
and Thumba and Valiamala —
areamong the newest names for

PAGE1

Inall, seven Indian names
featureinthe latest list prepared
by the IAU’s Working

|  Group for Planetary
h()l‘ l System Nomencla-
ture. Thenameoftwo

other locations on
Mars honours the renowned
geologist M S Krishnan, the first
Indiantobecomethedirectorof
the Geological Survey of Indiain
1951. The crater named after

crater, about 50 km in diameter,
willbe knownasKrishnanPlaus.

According tothe nomencla-
ture rules for Mars, large
craters, of the size 50 km or
larger, are named after scien-
tists, while smaller craters are
to be named after small towns
and villages anywhere in the
world with populations of
about 100,000 or less. “This cat-
egoryissimply alarge source of

N Varkala

Krishnan (&% Bekal
) Krishnan Palus
1 # Thumba

The newly named

features.

ASTRONOMICAL UNION

crater names. No commemor-
ation of specific towns or vil-
lagesisintended,” the rules say.

‘There are more than 2,000
featureson Mars that have been
named until now, according to
the Gazetteer of Planetary No-
menclature maintained by the
US Geological Survey, one of
the most authoritative data-
bases on the subject. About 50
ofthem have Indian references,
including names of Indian
townsand villages.

For naming stars or planets
or ical features on the

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

planets, theIAU issuesa ‘Call for
Proposal’ seeking names from
requestors worldwide. Along
withthe name, itsoriginand de-
scription of the feature needsto

mitted after which it is sent to
the IAU. In some other cases,
the proposer sends the names
totheIAU. The final selection is
done by the highest officials of

besubmitted alongwithashort  the TUA after deliberation and
scientific ion. Thesub- i level meeting:
mission must also include the In case of the latest Martian

annotated and unannotated
images of the feature, the fea-
ture type, latitude or longitude
in the correct i sys-

crater naming, the proposal
was sent by scientists at the In-
dian Institute of Space Science
and Technology (IIST) based on

tem, and itssize, if known.

In some cases, there are
country-specific groups to
whom the names are first sub-

their ongoing research.
In the latest addition, the
IAU has chosen a 9-km wide
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘Why India’s Constitution has survived
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® WORDLY WISE
A photograph is a secret about a secret.
— Diane Arbus
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVESUS ALL

Stepinto the waiting
middle ground

OOK AGAIN at the snapshot from the Constitution
Day celebrations at Parliament’s Central Hall Wed-
nesday. It didn't merely capture what has become an
annual event,since 2015, markingthe adoption of the
Constitution by the Constituent Assembly on November 26,
1949. In times of great political polarisation, and with the dust
ofthe campaign for Bihar yet tosettle, the photograph brought
together Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, among other leaders
from bothsides of the political divide, along with the President,
Vice President and Speaker — all reading from the Constitu-
tion’s Preamble, with Mahatma Gandhi gazing kindly downat
the proceedings from a frame on the wall behind them.
Of course, that photograph is also deceptive. At the very
least, it does not tell the whole: story Outside lhe shared frame

HE WRITING on the wall for

the Group of Twenty was clear

in Indonesia in 2022. The fail-

ure to craft a joint statement

due to differences on the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine alerted the next
year’s host, India, to camouflage that un-
comfortable reality by focusing on the
“Global South”.

This month at Johannesburg, the G20
was reduced to a gathering of “middle
powers” with the Big Three — the US, China
and Russia— staying away. The decision of
US President Donald Trump to seek a new
détente with China and Russia, his declar-
ation of a G2 with China and his Ukraine
peace proposal suggesting a return of Rus-
sia to the G8, seem to have combined to re-
duce the relevance of the G20 for all three.

It is instructive to recall how and why
the G20 summit came into being. It was in
the autumn of 2008, just weeks after Leh-
man Brothersimploded, that French Presi-
dent Nikolas Sarkozy and the President of

theBJPstill foldi:
agenda of decolonisation with the supposed dangers to na-
uonal mteg,nty posed by alleged Congress pandering to extrem-
hatthe BJP’s show of respect
to [he Consumtlon isonly hypocrisy and the document needs
to be saved from the ruling party. It is true that the political
middle ground, anchored by constitutional values and ideals,
remains largely unoccupied. And yet, at the same time, the
Constitution’s uplifting and moderating influence can also be
seenand heard in other occasions and spaces. Listen tothe new
Chief Justice of India, Surya Kant, hearing pleas in the Supreme
Court challenging the SIR of electoral rolls in states. The CJLre-
cast the villainous “intruder” or “ghuspaithiya” in the ongoing
citizenship debates, in a more compassionate tone — “some-
body working as a poor rickshaw puller, somebody working as
alabourer on a constructionsite”. If an Aadhaar card is issued
tothem, “that’ssomething part of our constitutional ethos, that
is our constitutional morality”, said the CJI, even as he asked
whether or not that means he can also vote in this country.
Asanew Pali Monday, iti rhs- com-
mongroundandt] hatneed to by nd
given more play. Of course, that is easier said than done. But
both the writing of the consn(uuonal compact all those No-
dthei ion of Parli that conLnbules
to ingit i reflectad if
inthe possibilities of democracy. After celebrating Constitution
Day, and on the eve ofthe House opening its doors again to dia-
logue and debate, that’s the challenge — and hope.

Hosting CWG is atest
and an opportunity

XACTLY 20 years after India last held the event in New
Delhi, Commonwealth Sport formally named Ahmeda-
bad the host of the cenlenary Games in 2030. India is

nowcasti olthetroubled
C ames. Thi: be good news, foritmeans
furtheri; in ic i promote
portstourismand provi ionofIndi -
perience of competing in shiny new stadiums, in front of home
fans. Hosti 1tlikethe CWGwi increased fund-
ingfor hich performances

not just at the Commonwealth level, but also in Asia and at the
Olympics, asseenin2010. Thiswill be essential for India, especially
asthe country is eyeing the 2036 Olympics.

The 2030 CWG can make an impact even beyond the sport-
ing field. The Games will offer India a chance to exorcise the
ghosts of 2010 and repair its reputation as a credible sporting
destination. Allegations of corruption, shoddy planning and
delayed infrastructure once sullied India’s global image so
deeply that even the flawlessly staged Formula 1 races, the U-17
FIFA World Cup, ancl the cricketand. lmckey ‘World Cupsinthe
last. Afterit
theeventon rhelndian promised acon-
troversy-free Games — insisting they are “well prepared” and
have learnt the lessons 0f 2010. Chiefamong them: Don’t over-
commlt don’toversell,and that the C h

just that. As C Sport CEO Kati
blunL[y put it, “We are not the Olympics.” It's a message India,
yettoreveal thedetailed plan and budget, must heed, and build
aGames that matches ambition with realism.

Afterall, itis the build-up to the 2030 CWG, as much as the
eventitself, that will show how ready and efficient Indiais. The
officials are conscious that the eyes of the world, not least the
International Olympic C will beon for
the next five years. If it lives up to the promise of delivering a
smooth Games, the 2030 CWG can be astarting point forIndia
towards becoming a trusted arena for global sport.

The buddy movie
Hollywood did not need

ONALD TRUMP understands entertainment, never

mind thethree Razzies he'sscored over the years (in-

cluding “Worst Supporting Actor” for his cameo as

himself in the 1989 film Ghosts Can’t Do Ir). Long be-

fore he became President of the United States for the first time

in 2016 and gained the largest audience of his career, Trump

was a pop culture insider thanks to his many film appearances

and h.|s hit reality show The Apprentice. Which is why it is not

gthat he has found the time, in the mi ofbrokering

international “peace deals” and keeping his MAGA flock to-

gether, to greenlight a film. Or rather, express the wish to see it

made — given the President’s trigger-happy approach towards
those who thwart him, it elicited immediate acquiescence.

Whatisbaffling, however, is thechmoe of film. Rush Hour, for
allits frothy fun and is hardly any-
body’s idea of a movie franchise that deserves a reboot. The
cop/buddy comedy films starred Chris Tucker and Jackie Chan
and gres i less funny and with each
newrelease (1998,2001and 2006). The 2017 sexual assault allega-
tions against franchise director Brett Ratner, which appeared to
endhisHollyr wereonls 'mud thrown
onthe coffin of an IP that had long been nailed shut and lowered
intothe ground.

ButRatnerisback— he’sbusy putting the finishing touches
on his documentary about First Lady Melania Trump — and
s0, apparently, is Rush Hour, with the fourth film in the series
beingoffici byP Whilethe
revival ofa dead franchise may not be the worst news for Holly-
wood at theend of one of its worst years, the path toits creative
rejuvenation certainly does not go through the White House.

the C rushed to Camp
David for a meeting with US President
George Bush. Theysought a joint response
toafinancial crisis that had enveloped both
the US and western Europe.

The then existing Group of Eight (G7
plus Russia) would normally have been
considered an adequate platform for a
consultation among major economies.
However, by 2008, China had emerged as
amajor economy that had the financial re-
sources to deal with the fiscal challenge
the crisis posed.

Expanding the G8 to G9, inducting
China, would have been an option. How-
ever, the US was not yet willing to give
China that status. Perhaps Bush, who was
inthe midst of concluding a strategic part-

Without great powers
onboard, G20 is adrift

nership with India, was also conscious of
how India would respond to such an elev-
ation of China. Sarkozy reportedly told
Bush that there was a plurilateral group of
finance ministers that included several
middle powers, including China, India,
Saudi Arabia and Indonesia, so why not
elevate that group to asummit level? That
is how the G20 finance ministersgroup be-
came a G20 heads of government summit.
‘The first meeting was convened by Bushin
‘Washington, DC in November 2008.

China subsequently played a vital mle
inthe orwhat
a“trans-Atlantic financial crisis”, mislead-
ingly dubbed the Global Financial Crisis
(GFC) by Western economists. The G20
leadership met again in London in April
2009 and in Pittsburgh in September 2009.
These three summits were the most fo-
cused in terms of policy response and cre-
ated new financial institutions and em-
powered existing ones.

India enthusiastically welcomed the
elevation of the G20 since it was for the
first time that it had been admitted to a
heads of government summit of such im-
portance. Frustrated with the lack of prog-
ress in the reform of the United

ofatradewaragainst Chinain his first term
(2017-21) and the Russian invasion of
Ukraine dealta blowto the G20.

such groups evershut shop, but their meet-
ings acquire less relevance for their
‘This fate awaits another group

At the 2022 summit in Indonesia, Russian
President Vladimir Putin did not turn up.
‘The news headlines thatcame out of the
2022 summit focused primarily on the bi-
lateral meeting between China’s President
XiJinpingand US President Joe Biden. The
2023 summit in New Delhi was marked by
the absence of both Putin and Xi. India
made something of the summit with a
focus on the Global Southand securing the
admission of the African Union. While
most heads of government, barring Putin,
were present at Brazil’s 2024 summit, no-
thing much came out of it in policy terms.
The absence of Trump, Xi and Putin at
the Johannesburg summit has made the
G20 meeting a gathering of what may be
termed “middle powers”. Trumpis largely
responsible for this for three reasons.
First, his unilateralism. By declaring a tar-
iff war against the rest of the world and as-
serting US primacy on a range of geo-

of which India is a member — the Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue (Quad).

Trump’s new geopolitics in Asia and
global geo-economics have forced Indiato
re-examine its own approach to China.
While India is scheduled to host the next
Quad summit, postponed from this year to
the next, its appmach to the Quad may

ch: dingonthenewc Vg
the US approach to East Asia, on the one
hand, and India’s own outreach to China,
ontheother.

While Prime Minister Narendra Modi
chosetostay away from the East AsiaSum-
mit (EAS) in Malaysia, seemingly to avoid
bumping into an unpredictable and
Twitter-happy Trump, this group remains
an important platform for India. The EAS
brings together important countries from
East and Southeast Asia, as well as major
global powers. It is today a far more impor-
tant gathering than the G20 or the Quad.

It that the G20 hasbeen

political and geo- ic fronts, he has
sought to downgrade the relevance of
plurilateral platforms.

Second, by suggesting a “G2”

unwilling to address the major global
economic challenges of climate change,
the rise of mercantilism in international
trade and restrictions on migration. Each
of these geo-economic challenges can
only be addressed through a global con-
sensus that the G20 could have crafted.
However, by failing to meaningfully focus
on them and seek solutmns that add.ress
both

Nations and India’s induction If the Big Three have condominiumwith China, he has
into the UN Security Council, it nointerest in the G20, elevated acountry thatthe USwas
viewed the G20 as a substitute. this group will wither not ready to admit into the G8 in
Initially, the G20 summits did ith patch 2008. Finally, by recommending
have the feel of a UN “economic away, with patchy there-induction of Russiaintothe
security council”, attendance at future G8, from which it was evicted in
However, after the first few summits. Few such 2014 after its of Cri-
summits, G20 gatherings essen- mea, Trump has reduced the rel-
tially became talking shops. They grgugf}:: Yer Shutti Sh‘)p’ evance of the G20 to Russia.
have not been able to meaning- u " cir meetngs If the Big Three have no inter-
fully address other global chal- acquire less relevance est in the G20, this group will
lenges like climate change and for their members wither away, with patchy atten-

global trade. Trump’s launching

Childhood has changed,
society must catch up

dance at future summits. Few

omic security concerns, the G20 has made
itselfincreasingly irrelevant.

Baru was editor, The Financial Express. His
mostrecent book is Secession of the
Successful: The Flight Out of New India

What each side hears when
Xiand Trumptalk

HE RECENT death by suicide
ofastudent from a prominent
Delhischool isa deeply shock-
ing and tragic event, compel-
ling us to confront where we
may be going wrong. If the school or its
teachers bear any responsibility, they

tice in schools, but lack of empathy or
kindness still exists —alongside sensitive
and concerned teachers, cruel or biased
teachers unfortunately remain a reality.
In elite urban schools, the dynamic
differs, though of course there are excep-
tions. Most schools operate as service pro-

RoorALI must, of course, be held accountable. Yet, ~ viders, with parents as clients. Teachers
SINHA this case is far from isolated; similar inci- ~ arereduced toemployees, expected toen-
dents are reported from across the sure Lhe converuence of the clients. This
country. Such tragedie lerscoretheur-  raisescri uesti the broader
gent need to examine the challenges education system, which has multiple
facing school education today. layers and complexities.
Education, like many other fields, is Another challenge is children’s grow-
undergoing transitions at multiple levels. ~ ingawareness of their rights. While thisis
Old values are fading, while new onesare  largely a positive development, some-
yet to take firm root, making a clash of timesitis misused tojustify unruly behav-
le. Signi also! iour. Parental support is essential here —
betweenthe valuesystemsathomeandin  they must work with the teacher to guide
school, and these contradictions often af- the child. Whenpareuts dismissi inappro-
fect children’s personalities negatively. iouras freedom of
Most parents tend to take their orchildren actingtheir age, it only serves
chlldren 'swords at face value, often form-  to reinforce misconduct.
without fully ideringthe Alignment between parents and
[eacher 's perspective, atask made harder  teachers is essential for a child’s healthy
by the understandable difficulty of being  growth. Consider the example of social
objective about one’s own child. Thisis media: Most schools prohibit the use of
Most schools where the teacher-parent tug-of-warbe-  cell phones on campus, but children
operate as gins. Parent-teacher meetings often feel ~ spend the bulkof their time at home. The
service like battlegrounds, and in this conflict, responsibility for guiding and monitor-
.y " there is only one casualty: The child. Yet, ing their online presence during those
providers, with  tne rruth is, teachers and parentshaveto  hoursrests with parents. Today, children
parents as work together to build a bridge along  are far more inclined to broadcast their
clients. which a child can walk with balanceand  thoughts than tosit with quiet reflection;
Teachers are confidence. Unfortunately, thiscollabora-  they are constantly drawn to the spot-
tion is all too rare. light, to visibility and validation. At the
reduced to School is a microcosm of life, aplace  sametime, children from disadvantaged
employees, where children learn ic as well as with anentirely dif-
expected to personal lessons. Itisunrealistictoexpect  ferent set of struggles that bear little re-
ensure the it to be insulated from the wider world. ~ semblance to the concerns of their upper-
. Children today are deeply influenced by  class peers.
convenienceof  the risingtide of violence and diminishing The bottom line is this: The responsi-
their clients. empathy insociety, by the pervasiveecho  bility of raising children cannot be left to
This raises chambers of social media. They bring the children. It rests with the adults
ifical these influences into the classroom. Be-  around them — teachers, parents, and so-
cntu.:a i and tal-health ciety at large. Blame games serve no one.
questions no longer emerge only in adolescence. ~ Whatis required instead is mutual under-
about the Egotism, violence, anger, and frustration ~ standing and a shared concern, between
broader increasingly manifest much earlier,some-  schoolsand homes. Only through this col-
d e times leading to self-harm or physical or  lective care can we truly safeguard the
education verbal aggression toward others. Wehave  well-being of our children.
system comea long way from the time when cor-

poral was an accepted prac-

The writer is a Delhi-based teacher

HERECENT phone call between US President Don-
ald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping
pointed to the differences in each side’s perception
of what matters. Amonth after the two leaders met
inBusan, South Korea, the call acted as a reminder

of the mcmquucu to follow through in two
main do: tradeand
ANUSHKA ‘What is most interesting in Xinhua’s readout of the conver-
SAXENA sationisthat Xiused the callto forcefully reiterate that Taiwan’s
“returntoChinaisani ofthe post-warin-
ternational order”, tyingitnotjust to Chinese sovereignty but to
thelegacy of Allied victory in World War IL. This framing signals
to the US that support for the “One China Principle” remains
non-negotiable for Beijing.

In i irred between Chinaand Japan
over Taiwan, with Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
pledging military support to the island in the event of a conflict
‘with China, itis ironic but lable why Beijing thought
itnecessarytofilean official complaint with the US. ToTrump’s
credit, he soon also made a call to Takaichi, where she spoke
highly of close US-Japan ties.

Xi also stressed China’s support for “all efforts conducive to
peace” in Ukraine: andexpnxsed hopefora*“fair, lasting, and bind-
ing, peace at the root”. Despite the fnendly ties wnh Russia, such

nfitswithC
it seeks i pposes | confron-
) tation. k
With WlthWashmgton mtensxfymgeﬁ‘arts fora Ukraine peace in-
Washington itiativeby Thanksgiving, and China maintaining robust tieswith
: e Moscow, Beijingis carefully sngna]lmﬂ wdlmgness to ali wu.h
mlensnfymg USdiplomati aucuauu Russia. ia
effortsfora  jgas0chi y
Ukrainepeace  that ling h
initiative by forWashington’sacknowledgementon China’s Taiwan red line.
Thankssi ving, ‘While an otﬁmal White House press release is awaited, it is
3 hat T ingisthat
and China China has cunceded tothe bidding of t.he US s “Grear Farmers”,
intaini Gum i material di ides’ articu-
robust ties with ial tonote: Trump: ithChina
MoSscow, N trong;” Xinhua that Trump called Xia
o “great leader”. Trump’s post mentions Ukraine, but makes no
Beijingis mention of a discussion on Taiwan. Xinhua’s release makes no
carefully mention of fentanyl or soybeans, while those turn out tobe the
signa]ling maini T 1 pers ive. Fmally,'[‘rumpdls-
willinenessto cussesleaders of the two sides visiting each other’s countries in
" BNCSS 2026 but the thua release says nothing on that front.
alignwith US ithersideis firmand lytoself-
diplumatic mtenest [Even as a temporary truce between the two counmes
effortswhile ,r“m A,u : t.,u... p neither
notalienating o even illusorily agree to concessions.
Russia The writer is staff research analyst, Indo-Pacific Studies

Programme, Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru

40YEARSAGO
November 28,1985

Golden Temple priest shot

THE HEAD priest of the Golden Temple,
Giani Sahib Singh, sustained bullet injuries
when an attempt was made on his lifein the
temple parkarma by three unidentified as-
sailants. His bodyguard, Nanak Singh, who
was following him witha stun gunin his
hand, was killed on the spot. Two of the
three assailants opened fire from revolvers
as Giani Sahib Singh bowed towards the
sanctum sanctorum of the most sacred

He h: dtoadd that there

priest, Giani Sahib Singh, and
described it as most unfortunate. The Prime

could, however, be no reversal of the arms

Minister, RajivGandhi,
tack on Giani Sahib Singh and expressed re-
lief at his providential escape.

Gorbachevonarmsrace

THE SOVIET leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, said
that he and the American President, Ronald
Reagan should prepare for their next sum-
mitin Washington next year by observing

race without keeping space

Indianwheat for Vietnam

INDIA AGREED to provide 1 lakh tonnes of
wheat and soft-term credit of Rs 15 crore to
Vietnam. Inaddition, India will give Rs 5 crore
to Vietnam forinterest rescheduling over the
nexttwoyears. The fresh supply of wheat
over a period of twoyears will be in addition

Sikh shrine atabout 4.40 am. the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treatyand SALT-ll,  tothe50,000 tonnes of grainagreed toear-
and otherwise reversing the arms race and lierin June this year. The agreement provid-
2 atta reducing nuclear weapon stocks. Review- ing for the supply of wheatand credit was
P’eSIdent’ PMcondemn ck ing before tha USSR Supreme Soviet the endorsedata meetlng between the Prime
CEEE THEPRESIDENT, Zail Singh, hock summit, Gorb Minister, Raji ,and his Vi
st over the murderous attack onthe Golden saidareal exists for ion of t,Pham Van Dong.
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Israeli officials use the law to bully
residents of East Jerusalem.

— Haaretz, Israel
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THEBEST OF BOTHSIDES

Aweelly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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ILLUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR

Is Macaulay to blame for the ‘colonial mindset’ or is he a convenient strawman in politics?

India must exorcise
Macaulay’s ghost

-
& /

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

BOUT A decade after Inde-
pendence, there was a popu-
lar refrain that while the
“White angrez” had been
sentback, the “coloured an-
grez” were still around. Many would also
add that while the angrez have gone, an-
greziat continues. “We, the people,” and
the systems in India continued to be
under colonial influence. Recognising
this fact and analysing the impact of the
BJP’s victory under Narendra Modi's
leadership in the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, The Guardian commented, “Today,
18 May 2014, may well go down in history
asthe day when Britain finally left India.”

Little wonder, then, that PM Modi
gave a clarion call to liberate India from
the sinister influence of T B Macaulay, a
symbol of colonial forces that almost
compelled Indians to hate everything
that was essentially Indian. On the one
hand, promoters of Macaulay’s thinking
created an acute sense of inferiority. On
the other hand, they tried to divide In-
dians, and whileleaving, they left behind
amuch more fragmented society.

Sadly, thanks to the inertia of rulers
after Independence, the content of edu-
cation mooted by Macaulay was allowed
to continue for decades, only to be dras-
tically altered with the new National Edu-
cation Policy. It's a fact that our entire dis-
course about knowledge traditions,
including the history, content and con-
ductof education, smacked of a deep in-
fluence of Macaulay’s Minute. So much
so that Mahatma Gandhi, in his 1931
speech at Chatham House, bluntly told
the British how they had destroyed the
Indianness of Indians. Hesaid, “We have
the education of this future state. I say
without fear of my figures being chal-
lenged successfully, that today India is
moreilliterate than it was 50 or 100 years
ago, and so is Burma, because the British
administrators, when they came to India,
instead of taking hold of things as they
were, began to root them out. They
scratched the soil and begantolookaat the
root, and left the root like that, and the
beautiful tree perished.” What the PM is
calling for is re-nourishing the roots of
this beautiful tree.

PM Modi’s critique of Lord Macaulay
isnotconfined only toeducation. Itistar-
geted at everything that reflects the colo-
nial mindset. From the contentof educa-
tion to our model of public
administration, from parliamentary

procedures to courtroom mannerisms,
there are several things that need to be lib-
erated from colonial influence. PM Modi’s
appeal to end the colonial impact in the
next10 years could also be seen asasequel
to his “Panch-Pran” appeal and his em-
phasis on promoting the mother tongue
in education. It is important to note that
PM Modi also said the government was
not opposed to English as alanguage.

Pro-status quo elements often deny
the continuing impact of colonialism.
‘They would do well to take a closer look
at our governance structure, our parlia-
mentary practices and facets of the public
sphereat large. Many may not know what
happened in 1999. Till then, the budget
used to be presented in Parliamentat 5
pmtosuit the London time. It was thanks
tothen PM A B Vajpayee that the practice
was abandoned.

From referring to the district magis-
trate as district collector to addressing
judges presiding over courts of law as “My
Lord” to the robes a lawyer is expected to
wear in the courtroom, there are several
imprints of colonial rule we need to dis-
card. This is because ideas of racial su-
premacy, leadingto an all-pervading Eu-
rocentricism, were the foundational
ideas of most colonial powers.

Thanksto British rule, the sinister im-
pac( of this Eu!ocenmc thm.kmg could

Long

live

Mahatma Macaulay

edgetothe great mass of the population.”

This sleight of hand is reminiscent of
the Ashwatthama episode. Lord Krishna
instructs Yudhishthira to declare “Ash-
watthama is dead”. Yudhishthira does so,
muttering “theelephant” under hisbreath.
The visible and concealed truth coexist.

CHANDRA BHAN PRASAD Myt often misdirection
AND ASHISH GAUTAM as a divine sanction when the cause is
deemed righteous.
ITH THE onslaught on agamst Macaulay is: “... asingle shelfof a
the * lay mind- librar thewhol
set”, the vmﬁcauon of nauve literature of India and Arabia”. Yet,
Lord has re- line, “Acountry

turned. He is, by impli-
cation, called a cultural enslaver. His ad-

once superior in knowledge to the nations
of Europe,” referringto Egypt, which had de-

mirers are derided as “ Putra”

and for having “internalised inferiority”.
The “mindset” theo: Eng-

Rollback

of quality

control orders is good,
but don't make haste

AJAY SRIVASTAVA

FTER SPENDING the past

eight years erecting one of

the world’s most expansive

regimes of mandatory prod-

uct standards, the govern-

ment has now begun dismantling a sig-

nificant portion of it almost overnight.

More than 20 quality control orders

(QCOs) covering key textile, plastic and

metal inputs have been withdrawn, with
more rollbacks expected.

Thls reset was overdue But the way it

problems. The steel ministry’s no-objec-
tion certificate (NOC) regime became the
Bit i i. Althoush ol
1,376 grades are formally covered by QCOs,
NOCswererequired foralmostall steel im-
ports, including grades not made in India.
tpe dMundra

Meanwhue. the BIS’s foreign-factory
reputation forin-
consistency and opacity. Audits wereslow,

audit

were uneven: Some foreign suppliers
linked to large Indian buyers moved
quickly through thesystem; others waited
indefinitely. Insome countries, the BIS ap-

HVEly g e

amonopoly to one Indian importer.
The result was predictable: Shortages,
higher costs, unpredictable sourcing, and
wndespread anger from MSMES. Interna-

Ty error:

thatcreated

tio

appointec ‘haired by former

inimposing nearly 700 QCOs with little
preparation after 2017. It is now making
haste in removing a quarter of them over-
night, without consultation or transition
time for the industries affected. What was
once regulatory overreach may now be-
come regulatory whiplash.

Until 2014, QCOs were marginal in In-
dia’s import system. The
country relied mainly on
tariffs, anti-dumpingand
safeguard duties to man-
age import flows. The
2017 Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) Act
changed this dramati-
cally, giving ministries
broad discretion to im-
pose mandatory Indian
standards. Since then,
QCOs have proliferated
across consumer goods,
industrial materials and
capital equipment.

Some were justified
on safety grounds —
children’s toys, pressure

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba.
Reportedly, the Committee’s October
2025 report recommended action on 208
QCOs relating to raw materials, inter-
mediates, and capital goods — revoki
27, suspending 112 and deferring 69. It is
said to have called for scrapping the steel
NOC regime.
ILLUSTRATION: KOMAL This review triggered
bug! the withdrawals of QCOs
in many sectors — a
necessary correction.
Butdid India err in the
process? The Gauba re-
port was not made pub-
lic. There was no indus-
try consultation on it.
Large domestic pro-
ducers were given no
transition period. Even
though most QCO with-
drawals were justified,
India has again shifted
policy too abruptly.
Therisknowistheop-
posite of the earlier prob-
lem: A surge of dumped

lish-educated Indians are traitorstoan im-
agined civilisational essence. Yet, few
critics have read the primary text that
grounds this outrage: Macaulay’s Minute
onIndian Education (1835). Selective quo-
tations over two centuries have ensured
that his arguments are understood only

through subterfuge.
1n 1813, the British parliament ordered
the EastIndia Company: leastRs

clined.F the Westwas “inastate vessels, and domesf_\c appliances. Buta  raw matenals particularly from Chma
hatin which our triking feature of asits WithQCO

rusades”. He observesthat decisiontoextend mandatoryqualityrules  cess mvemory may offload stock in India

i in.About  atcut- Industrial raw materials

“almost everything that was worth reading

Greeks and Romans”, and he lists Thucy-
dides, Plato, Cicero, and Tacitus as intellec-
tual superiors. He famously argues: “The

25 per cent of QCOs covered raw materials
and intermediates. Steel QCOs covered
‘more than 1,300, les. India is an outlier
in regulating industrial inputs th.rough

Western Rus-
sia.Icannot doubt that they will do for Hin-
doo what they have done for the Tartar.”
That was not a claim of racial hierarchy. It
wasa about how that

1lakhannually “for the revival and promo-

carry modern science and philosophical

tion of literature, and th
of the learned natives of India, and for the

of:

As a result, indigenous became synony-
mous with inferior. More than reading

off i i the

Macaulay reinforced this point in his
July 10, 1833, House of Commons speech.
ibed caste as a system that “pro-

British territories™ ’T'i 1i lit Brit-

and writing, we relished Eng-
lish as it quickly gave us a pseudo-satis-
faction of being from the elite classes.
‘This made us hollow from within, and we
started disrespecting not just our mother
tongues but our mother culture as well.
From climatically unsuitable three-piece
suitsto hygienically ill-advised Western-
style multi-course lunches and dinners,
we pushed everything traditional to the
periphery. Unthinkingly and needlessly,
we started officially calling allopathy
“modern medicine,” making Ayurveda,
Siddha, etc, “un-modern”, for no fault of
these indigenous medicinal systems.
Ironically, in severely famine-affected
parts of rural India, children relished
singing poems like “rain, rain go away”.

PM Modi’s call for liberating our think-
ing from theinfluence of Macaulay is not
against all that is foreign. Gandhi had
quite eloquently written on this issue in
1924 in Young India: “My Swa-raj (self-
rule) is to keep intact the genius of our ci-
vilisation. I want to write many new
things, but they must all be written on the
Indian slate. I would gladly borrow from
the West when I can return the amount
with decent interest.”

ishofficials. Ori infavourof
Sanskrit and Arabic education. Anglicists,
led by Macaulay, argued that funds must

d men tobe by birth the lords
of the soil and others to be by birth hewers
ofwoodandd fwater”.F

y factory- -level

are capital-intensive; sudden exposurecan
trigger closures. Thisis why reformshould
have been phased, predictable and trans-
parent. The government should have an-
nounced the intent to WILhdraw QCOS.

Thi givenindustriesti
consequences.

MSMESs were hitby adouble-certifica-  tocheck: preda[ory imports.
tion trap: Both final productsand every up- India must now rebuild a credible
streaminput needed: LAJune  qualityregi riorities. First,

2025 steel ministry order required every
supplier toaBIS-certified foreign mill tobe
certified, too. For example, if a Thai com-
pany ilstoan jan mill
the Thai firm also needed BIS approval —
otherwise, theIndonesian exporter, whois
BIS-certified, couldn'tsell steel to India.

the idea that a nation could while

QCOx

support aligned with
‘modernity, empirical science and universal
knowledge. This debate has been reduced
to a language issue. Macaulay demon-
strated, using accounts from Calcutta, that
Sanskrit and Arabic colleges required stip-
ends to attract students, while English
schools drew fee-paying students volun-
tarily. His argument was based oneconomic
viability and intellectual returns.

The distortion was led by NCERT
books, which claimed Macaulay sought to
create “aclass of persons, Indian in blood
and colour but English in tastes, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect”.

“the highest honours of the state were re-
served for a favoured caste”. The outrage
against Macaulay is not solely rooted in co-
lonial injury but also in his attack on caste
codes. That’s the reason I love scholar D
Shyam Babu’s coinage of “Mahatma Ma-
caulay”. Itrecognises that English disrupted
caste-based social hi ies. It reassigns

2
entire supply chains. IndJa produces only
asmall share of the polymer

limit QCOs to genuinely safety-critical or
consumer-| facing products, and review the
ing that the Gauba Cx ittee did
not examine. Review all types of QCOs on
steel, many of which promote monopoly
behaviourand hurt MSMEs. Second, over-
haul
bound, rules uniform, foreign-factory au-
ditsrare, and ited lab
yimpactas-

grades exporters need, yet foreign sup-
pliers were still required to undergo ex-
pensive factory audits. Many refused be-
cause India was a tiny market. As imports
fell 2 few local ﬁrms gained significant

moral authority to the figure who ulmaxed

sessments, with clear transition periods.
Third, monitorimportsclosely. Indianeeds
real-time customs tracking and DGTR
alertsto flag price crashes.

‘The broader lesson is clear. Industrial
policy cannot be built on abrupt shifts or

levels and hurting MSMESs in

Bipan Chandra used thi: proofof
cultural subservience. Sumit Sarkar re-
peated it. Students were never shown the
full paragraph that reads: “We must at
present do our best to form a class who
may be interpreters between us and the
millions whom we govern, a class of per-
sons, Indian inblood and colour, but Eng-
lish in tastes, in opinions, in morals, and
in intellect. To that class we may leave it
to refine the vernacular dialects of the
country, to enrich those dialects with

opaquei ion. QCOs were mis-

the firststructural breachin V. and il used and needed reform, but theirsudden
Englishdidn’t merely: it Texti £ QCOs onin- wiLhdrawal without guardrails risks new

It diluted caste. Sanskrit preserved hier- puts, fibre, and yarns i in 2023 ities. India must

archy. English entered India without ritual chokedi: imports, xaxsmg]ndmnﬁbrepnces mry swings with institutional dlSCllenE,

barriers. It opened access to science, law, aboveworld pri for and careful

administration, and global imaginations. '0 per cent of global apparel trade, but In- Only then canitbuild aquality ecosyslem

What iety refused Dalits, English theycouldnotobtain  that its larg

offered. Sanskrit pretends to defend auth- theexactblends required by international iilit fsmall d

enticity while smuggling caste codes back buyers. TheseQCOshad dowith rather than weakens, its glo-

into publicdiscourse. consumer safety — they choked India’s  bal competitiveness.

The Ashwatthama analogy completes
the picture. Deception is legitimised for
Dharmi OnlyaMahatmalike M:

participation in the fastest-growing seg-
mentofthe, global textiletrade.
i worsened the

caulay can imagine Punjab better than the
tand of hi N

The writeris founder,
Global Trade Research Initiative

isdead. Longlive

Prasadis affiliated scholar, Mercatus Center,

The writer is a national it
committee member of the BJP

ern

terms of from the West- ity. Gautamis a docte
ure, and to render them by candidate, Department of English,
degrees fit vehicles for conveying knowl- University of Delhi

SADAF HUSSAIN

SOME CITIES scream for attention, others
harp on the one thing that they might have
to offer. But Lucknow? Lucknow waits for
you toslow down and take notice of its rich-
ness. So, when UNESCO named it a “Cre-
ative City of Gastronomy”, it wasn'tan un-
expected honour. It was a long-overdue
acknowledgement of a city that has never
chased the spotlight.

Lucknow, unlike other major cities,
has never cooked for spectacle. Eateries
like Mubeen, Tunday Kababi or even GPO
ke Dahi Bade cook with memory, with
pause. Food that has nafasat and nazakat

Food, nafasat and nazakat in Lucknow

— words that cannot easily be t

serthread:

into English, because they are less about
action and more about emoLious and in-
tentions. How you treat your

navaazi. This tradition of gracious hospi-
tality infuses every dish that is made here.
Everywalkt] 1d Lucknow reminds

matters as much as, if not more than,
what you are serving.

Ina culinary world that prioritises ex-
perimentation and novel presentation,
Lucknow says, “hold my chai”. This city
may not have invented kebabs or kulfi, but
it has shown us that restraint isan art form
and that the right spice, space and time can
change alot. Traditional cuisine in Luck-
now isrefined, aromatic, aesthetically cre-
ative and served with great nazakat. This
cil’yisone ofthe rare places where the clas-

madethe way they

Beyond the nafasat and nazakat of
Lucknow, that subtle 1d deli-

me of how much this city values process.
Once, just as I had placed my order ata
paan shop near Chawal Wali Gali, another

home-cooked dal or aloo gosht, each dish
commands the same reverence.
Lucknow hasalways known howtosur-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Chandigarh’s future

‘THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Centre’s
lesson from Punjab: Trust comes first”
(IE, November 27). It rightly welcomes
the Centre’sclimbdownon Chandigar
vet

jab has just sent Delhi: Trust, once
broken, cannot be quietly repaired by
shelvmg cne pmposal From the farm

prisewithout lai gilori

which mimics the form of a paan, but in-
stead of using betel leafand areca nut, folds
insheets of malai, crushed nuts, and bits of

customerarrived ina hurry and asked tobe
served first. The paanwala, calm and pol-
ite, replied that if he was in a rush, he was
‘welcome to try the next shop. “Paan takes
time,” he said. “And if someone’s ahead of
you, they’ll be served first.”

Everyone has their loyalties. Someone
might swear by the jalebi from an old hal-
wai near Aminabad, another won't start the
day without khasta and chai from their
nelghbourhood nook. These places have
cult and whether one is eating

cr It's notshowy —it’sthought-
ful. It is, in essence, Lucknow.

Only a handful of places in India can
genuinely make you feel like time has
slowed. Lucknow sits somewhere at the top
ofthatlist. The UNESCOtitle is welcome. But
what truly matters is this: Someone finally
looked beyond the loopsand no-

theli wound of Ch
half-status, Punjabis see a pattern —ce:
tral overreach di as adminis-

when identity politics mixes with insti-
tutional weakness. Forty-two years
later, justice remains elusive, and the
‘warnings remain urgent.

Arzoo Rana, Chandigarh

Reclaim Tests

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Tn Gu-
wahati, failing the Test’ (IE, November
27). The Test defeat in Guwahati is a
wake-up call for Indian cricket. Our
team, once unbeatable at home, now
look fused, tired and stuck in tran-

trati Treat Punjab as an

equal partner, notan errant province.
Nilesh Dubey, Ahmedabad

Lessons of Nellie

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Nellie
massacre reports offer acautionary tale’
(IE, 27). The fresh spotlight

ticed the rhythm underneath. The stillness.
The restraint. The defiance of speed.

Hussain is a chef and author

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

on the Nellie massacre serves as a
powerful reminder of what happens

sition. No standout batting, no mem-
orable bowling spells, and fielding that
lacked fire — everything showed that
our red-ball game was slipping. While
theyoung playersaretalented, they are
shaped for T20, not for the longer
format that demands patience and
technique. If we want to rebuild
ourTest glory, the board must invest in
domestic cricket.

Parul Rana, Zirakpur
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What is the Nellie
Massacre, on
which Assam
govt has tabled
inquiry report

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, November27

EARLIER THIS week, the Assam government tabled two
key reports on the Nellie Massacre of February 18,1983 -
considered one of the worst instances of mass violence in
post-Independence India.

Of these, the report of the ‘Commission of Enquiry on
Assam Di: ”led by IAS officer Tribhuvan Prasad Te-~
wary, is the official report that examined the circumstances
of theviolence.

Context of the Nellie massacre

The violence in Nellie— withan official death toll 0f 1,800
and an unofficial count of around 3,000, mostly Bengali-
speaking Muslims — occurred while Assam was in the throes
ofth Agitation. Beginning in 1979, thy sought
the detection of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, their
deletion from the voter rolls, and their deportation.

Among the places affected was Central Assam’s Nagaon
district, where Nellie was then located. It now falls in present-
day Morigaondistrict. Violence — includingacrude pipeline
explosion at Mikirghat in February 1981 — was reported
throughout the agitation in the district.

Amid thi ions for Assam, which'
President’s Rule since March 1982, wer ed for Feb-
ruary 1983. The decision was highly contentious and led the
All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) and All Assam Gana San-
gram Parishad (AAGSP), the organisations leading the agita-
tion, to announce a boycott.

Run-uptotheelections

The Tewary report states that officials in Nagaon, in the
run-up to the election, had anticipated violence but not its
scale.

“The Deputy Commis-
sioner (S K Tewari) stated
that it was quite clear from
the start that the agitators
would apply all possible
methods and mostly viol-
ent ones to stop the elec-
tion process,” it says. “He
also stated that it was
equally clear that if the
election was held in spite
ofthe opposition, violence
against linguistic and re-
ligious minorities partici-
pating in the election
would be attempted and
therefore, the district ad-
ministration had assessed
the situation and made
preparation.”

Ahead of the polls,
1,046 people were held in

reventi ion,and
another 22 under the Na-
tional Security Act. Arms
licences and ammunition sales were suspended across the
district, and daily coordination meetings were held between
senior security officials, magistrates, and police.

According to the report, the first clash in the district was
reported on February 12, when Assamese Hindus went to Ga-
galman under Morigaon pohce station to burn a bridge and

“local Muslims” obst: . Soon, otherinci-
dents followed, leaving several people dead, including Assa-

Aprotestin 1983 against the
Nellie massacre in Assam. ARcHve

* ECONOMY

GM crops to genome

editing: India’s journey

*TRAITS TARGETED FOR GENOME EDITING INMAJOR CROPS

HARISH DAMODARAN

CULTIVATION OF genetically modified
(GM) crops in India has not progressed
beyond cotton. Even there, no new (ech-

Unlike GM, the GE crops story is
encouraging, with both indigenous

research and policy support from
the government

nology wved for

isation since Monsanto’s Bollgard-IT Bt cot-
ton in May 2006. But this isn’t so with
genome edited (GE) crops.

InMay, two GErice lines were identified
for release, after two years of trials toevalu-
atetheir field performance inthe 2023 and
2024 kharifseasons under an All-India Co-
ordinated Research Project.

The two lines were improved GE mu-
tants of the popular Samba Mahsuri and
MTU-1010 varieties, with the first one
claimed to have demonstrated an average
19%yield increase over the formerand the
second makingthe latteramenable to grow
wellin saline and alkaline soils.

Thereisalsoathird GEline, in mustard,
undergoing the second year of trials in 16
locations in the 2025-26 rabi crop season.
If the results are good, this variety —a ca-
nola-quality low-pungent mustard that is
simultaneously resistant to major fungal
pathogens and pests — would be ready for
release by around August 2026.

GEversus GM
GM it un-

CROP |GENES TRAITS
‘Ri:e | 25 nghti‘ryleld droughll&salnoferance‘culm trs-nmh v e .,4- & i herbicide tol , nitrog d water
iron wild varietie:
‘ Wheat 10 | Nitrogen & phosphorus use efflci}ency heatstress tolerance, salt tolerance, resistant starch, iron & zinc biofortification
|Maize | 6 | Highplanting density &kernel number per plant dsheath blight resi high lycemic index grain, haploidind
Millets 110 |Grain yield, drought stress & herbicide tolerance, shelf life
;Chickpea s :Yield.drought&fusarium wiltdisease tolerance
Pigeonpt 3 Yield
[Urad 3 | Yield, Mungbean yellow mosaic & Urdbean leaf crinkle virus tolerance
RedLentil | 1 | Yield
: Cowpea 1 High biomass
Lathyrus 2 | Anti-nutritional factor reduction
}Muslavd | 21 |Improved yield &oil content, seed (o] d & aphid early flowering, low erucic acid

Soyabean 12

[Groundnut | 3

| Yield, oleic acid content

| Seed &aoil yield, yellow mosaic virus resistance, oleic acid content, drought, water logging &salinity stress tolerance, photoperiod insensitivity

Sesame | 13 'Morenumbevofcapsules&seedspercapsule.highoil&seedweighl. h ing seeds, growth
Linseed | 3 | High seed weight, early flowering

‘Sunflower [BE ‘Highuleicacidcontenl

[Cotton | 5 |Compactarchi 1 &ballshedding, fibre & seed oil qualit

Sugarcane' 19 'Redmtresistam:e.droughtmlerance.' d tillers & bit I d

SOURCE: INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH.
heobjectivebehind edi-

ting, take the Gnla gene It codes for an
enzyme that degrades cytokinin, a plant
the ionofrice

spikelets or flowers. The more the cytoki-
ninaccumulation, the greater the number

related species — say the Bacillus thuring-
iensis or Bt soil bacterium that code for the

tovarious insect
pests in cotton. GE, on the other hand, en-
tails mere “editing” of genes naturally pres-
entinthe host plant, leading to mutation or
changes in their DNA sequence.

The editing is done by protein enzymes
thatact like “molecularscissors”tocutand
modifythe DNA of the targeted native gene.
Such editing is aimed to bring forth desir-
able alterations in that gene s expression
and function. Th tothe

of spi that develop into grains. By re-
ducingthe expression ofthe Gnlagene, the
degradation of cytokinin is lowered, lead-
ingto an increased number of grains per
panicle (flower cluster) and thereby yields.

Policy push

GE plants, being “free from exogenous
introduced DNA”, have been exempted
from the Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change’s (MOEFCC) stringent
biosafety assessment regulations.

These regulatmns apply to GM crops,
whose' release”, notjust for

specific location/address in the plant ge-
nome bya "uavigator" guide-RNA ‘which

commercial cultivation but even field trials
and seed production, is conungent upon

ase-

froma Genetic Ap-

moe

quencematching that of the target DNA.

Fordeveloping the GE rice and mustard
varieties, scientists used so-called CRISPR-
associated (Cas) proteins. The Cas9 protein
was deployed for editinga ‘drought and salt
tolerance’ gene in the MTU-1010 rice and
10 ‘glucosinolate transporter’ genes in the
Varunamustard varieties. The Cas12a pro-
tein was, likewise, used to edit the ‘cytoki-
nin oxidase 2 (also called Gnla)’ gene in
Samba Mahsuri rice.

o DEFENCE

praisal Committee under the MOEFCC.

The exemption limits approvals for GE
crops only at the level of an Institutional
Biosafety Committee.The less stringent
regulations — treating them virtually on
par with conventional plant varieties —
apart, the Narendra Modi government has
provided funding support for GE crop re-
search and breeding.

“The work to improve the two major
rice varieties was initiated in 2018 through

Key Point

GE plants, being
“freefrom
exogenous

introduced DNA",
are exempted
fromthe
Ministry of
Environment,
Forest & Climate
Change’s
stringent
biosafety
assessment
regulations.
These
regulations apply
only to GM crops
—

the National Agricultural Science Fund.
‘This was followed by an allocation of Rs
500 crore in the 2023-24 Union Budget,”
said DK Yadava, deputy director-general
(crop science) at the Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research (ICAR).

The Rs500-crore provision included Rs
310 crore for field crops, Rs 120 crore for
horticulture, Rs 40 crore for animal
science, Rs 20 crore for fisheries and Rs 10
crore for editing of microorganisms.

ICAR scientists have identified target
genes associated with specific traits in a
hostof crops (see chart).

“In all, we have identified 178 genes in
24 field crops (cereals, pulses, oilseeds, cot-
ton, sugarcane, jute and tobacco) for edi-
ting. Similarly, there are 43 target genes
identified in 16 homcultura[ crops (veg-

etables, fruif The
Indian Express.
The genes have been selected for their

¢ traits
ofinterest. “Inmany of these crops, the ge-
nome sequence is available. We know all
the genes and the location of each of them
on a specific chromosome of that plant’s
genome. Once the it ity of a gene

“So far, nine scientists from various
ICAR institutes have been sent for ad-
vanced training in the US, Europe, Austra-
liaand CIMMYT (International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center, Mexico).
Another 12 are going in the coming
months,” said C Viswanathan, joint direc-
tor (research) of the New Delhi-based In-
dian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI).

In February, 10 scientists from the Inno-
vative Genomics Institute — founded by
the American biochemist Jennifer
Doudna, who won the 2020 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry for co-development of CRISPR-
Cas9 GE technology with the French mi-
crobiologist Emmanuelle Charpentier —
conducted training sessions for the faculty
and studentsat TARL.

Besidest, ateam led by Kutubuddin Ali
Molla, senior scientist at the Central Rice
Research Institute in Cuttack (Odisha), has
patented an indigenous “miniature alter-
native” GE tool to precisely cut and tweak
the DNA of plants. This technology uses
‘TnpB or Transposon-associated proteins
sourced fromanother bacteria. The inven-
tors claim it to be cheaper (because of the
property rights not bemg held

is established, it can be targeted and
edited,” explained Yadava.
Human resource development

GE crop development requires both
money and trained manpower.

by foreign entities) and
to the protein size being significantly
smaller than Cas9 and Cas12a).
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INS Mahe commissioned: Features, strategic significance of ships

mese Hindus and Bengali-origin Muslims. Sushant Kulkarni
‘Thereport quotes DC Tewari that and Pune, 27
response were ised byat wnin ica-

tions and field information networks.

What happened in Nellie

On February 18, 1983, Nellie witnessed violence between
8-8:30 am and 3-3:30 pm. “Thousands of people had come
fromallsides with deadl! Mus-
lims, including women and children, and burnt many
houses,” the report cites survivors as saying.

Howevet, key police officers deposing before the commis-
sion— the OC of Jagiroad police station, SDPO Pramod Chetia,
Commandant of the 5th Assam Police Battalion MNA Kabir,

THE INDIAN Navy on Monday commis-
sioned INS Mahe, the first of the indigen-
ously designed and built Mahe-class Anti
Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft
(ASW-SWC).

Designed and constructed by Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi, INS Mahe
isthelead ship of eight vessels in her class.

At the commissioning ceremony in
Mumbai, Army Chief General Upendra
waech highlighted that the ship will sig-

and DIG PC Sharma —said they received i much
after the violence began.

Further, the report notes that intelligence about the possi-
bility of such an attack was recewed as early as February 15.

The OC of Nagaon hadbeeni two
residents of Nellie and alocal Nagaon professor on February
15about fears of an attack on Muslim villages. He sent a mess-
age addressed to MNA Kabir and copied to SDPO Chetia and
the OC Jagiroad: “Information received tha[ last night about

of illages of Nel-
liearmed with deadly weapons assembled at Nellie! byheatmg
of drums. Minority inpanicand at-

tack at any moment. Submission for immediate action to
maintain peace”.

None of these officers admitted to receiving this message
before the event. In its report, the commission was critical of
the OC Nagaon's omission in not informing the SPNagaon of
this message.

“Had these three officers been careful... they would have
come to know of it on 15 February itself and if their knowledge
would ted i bvi ions, there would,
perhaps, havet i ion at Nellie.
Inso farasNellieis concerned, even Lhe pleaoflackof previous
information cannot be taken,” it said.

Before this message, the OC. Jagu'oad said he had received
apetition from Hindu vi
sions of attack from Muslims and warning of communal
clashes. He sent a report to the Circle Inspector on February
15 mentioningapprehensions of clashes at Nellie, Borbori, and
nearby villages.

‘This was brought to the notice of IGP Law and Order K.P.S.
Gill, who ordered patrolling and the formation of peace com-

fence, Mahindra Defence Systems, NPOL
and more than 20 MSMEs and has over 80
per cent indigenous content.

Key features of the Mahe class

’l'he shlps are desl@ed forunderwater
sur and ion:

Foropsin
shallowwaters

® Inview of India’s
vastcoastline, coas-
alsurvelllanceﬁ)r

and Low In[ensuy Maritime Operations
(LIMO).

According to the CSL., these vessels are
78 meters long and 11.36 m wide, with a
draughtofabout 2.7 meters (d:aught is Lhe
vertical di
the lowest point of the ship’s hull). Fitted

war-
farelsconsldered
critical.

® These shipsare
bridging along-
standing operational
gapbygivingthe
Navycruclalablhty to

y theIndian Navy’snear-

‘with sensors, and com-

sea dommance strengthen the coastal se-
::unty grid, and safeguard India’ s marmme

munication systems enabling it to detect,
track, and neutralise sub-surface threats

the littoral h

and near-shore maritime zone that is stra-
tegically and economically critical.

The project saw participation from in-
dustry partners including BEL, L&T De-

detect
diesel-electric sub-
marines operating

Abhay-class corvettes, which were custom-
ised variants of the Soviet origin Pauk II-
class corvettes. The four ships were decom-
‘missioned between 2017and October 2025.
InDecember2013, the Defence Acquisition

sel-electric submarines operating close to
the coastline, an area where larger surface

tively.
Their low draught advanced sonars
and high y make them es-

Council (DAC) gave a nod for the procure-
ment of 16 ASW vessels at a cost of over Rs
13,000 crore. The contracts for 16 ASW SWC
weresigned, for construction of eight ships
each by the CSL and the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kol-
kata, respectively.
Strategicsignificance

Inview of India’s vast coastline of 7516

kilometers with 12 major ports, 184 minor
ports and 1,197 island territories, coastal

sential for securing harbour approaches,
sea-lanes leading to major ports, offshore
energy assets and operational bases that
are vulnerable and economically vital
‘maritime assets.

By strategically deploying 16 such plat-
forms along the littorals, the Navy is creat-
ing a structured ASW protection wall that
will s[rengthen coastal defence, free up
major blue-water tasks (in the
openocean far from: Lhe coast),and prevent
the adversary’s ability to stage covert
underwater intrusions.

These would furtherstrengthen theIn-

dian Navy’s ional inthe

with i Lhe ship can sustain pro-  gjosetothe surveillance for anti-submarine warfare
longed i waters. Their . otline. (ASW) operations is considered critical.
i dis25 knotsand " Tt : RN A
i$1,800 nautical miles. operational gap by giving the Navy crucial
The Indian Navy earlier operated the ability to detect and counter stealthy die-
J !
L2 THINGS TO KNOW ¢

NASA rover’s ‘shocking’ Mars discovery

SCIENTISTS HAVE found that light-
ningcrackles on Mars, but notasthe
jagged, high-voltage bolts like on
Earth. Rather, it is more like the shock
you feel when you scuff your feeton
the carpet on a winter morning and
then touch metal.

“Thisis like mini-lightning on
Mars,” said Baptiste Chide, a scientist
atthe Research Institute in
Astrophysics and Planetary Science in
France. Chide and his colleagues re-
ported the findings in a paper
published Wednesday in Nature.

The electrical sparks could play an
important role in chemical reactions
inthe Martian atmosphere. For future
astronauts, the electrical dlscharges

mittees. The OC visited Borbori but did not. picket:
asrequested by locals, citing lack of adequate forces.
The ct it was critical of inad forces being

cited, noting that a CRPF company from Nagaon had arrived
at Jagiroad on the night of February 17 “but was not utilised
effectively and immediately on receiving the information”.
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ially short circuitsj
across gas molecules — could
disrupt devices and spacesuits.
Lightning has been seen on
other planets in the solarsystem. Be-

] 1
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[ = -

Self-portrait of Perseverance on Mars.
WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

rub against each other and then dis-

charge. The new findings are based on

‘measurements taken by

NASA’s Perseverance rover. In-

terestingly, no one has yet seen

a Maman mini-lightning bolt. Rather,
th

cause Mars is cold and dry, scientist:
assumed electric charge

ywas madebya

couldbuild upinitsair,
during dust storms, when particles

mlcmphone on Perseverance that had
thy doftheelectrical

discharge. THENYT

MORE THAN 65 people were reported
deadinafire that broke outinabuild-
ing complex in Hong Kong on Wednes-
day. It was undergoing renovations
when construction materials
and bamboo scaffolding
caught fire.

While officials are still investigat-
ingthe cause, bamboo likely intensi-
fied the blaze. In 22012 paper
published by University of Hong

Afirefighter ina building covered with nets and
bamboo scaffolding on Thursday. ap

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

| GLOBAL }

Indian Ocean region. The class also con-
tributes to deterrence.

The bamboo factor in Hong Kong fire

Kong, researcher Frankie Lee Hong La
noted that “Bamboo scaffolding was
drawn into Hong Kong from Chinain
1930s and was in vogue in the 1960s
and 70s”. This was aresult of
growth in labour supply from
mainland Chinaand the con-
struction industry, as well as the avail-
ability of sturdy, lightweight plants.
Today, the government issues spe-
cific guidelines on their usage. But
thereare several risks linked to it.
Ehsan Noroozinejad of the Western
Sydney University wrote in The Con-
versation that “Dry bamboo is
combustible, and the green plastic
mesh often draped over scaffolds can
also quickly burn... reports (of the re-
centincident) indicate the fire quickly
raced up the scaffolding and mesh”.
An official memo earlier ordered a
shift towards metal. Calls for ending
theuse of bamboo have been made at
times, but proponents argue that acci-
dents arerare and consider the tech-
nique a part of the city’s culture.

RISHIKA SINGH
| B |
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Justice for a price

The implied signal in the Sandesara brothers ruling is
disturbing, as the law can’t be a bargaining counter

HE SUPREME COURT on Wednesday reflected on what it descri-

bedasatroubling trend: itsownverdicts being reopened and over-

turned within short intervals. Such reversals, the Bench warned,

risk eroding the institutional authority that rests on the finality
and certainty of judgments. It rightly observed that public faith in the judi-
ciarydoes not stem from the belief that everyverdictisinfallible,but from the
assurance that when the apex court settles a matter, the law is settled. It is
encouraging that the courthas shown thewillingness to hold upamirror to
itselfand acknowledge the dangers of frequent institutional second-guess-
ing.But th.ls welcome introspection would be incomplete without con-
fronting thedi: ionsraised byanotherrecent ruling—theorder
granting the Sandesara brothers a clean slate, subject to the payment of
5,100 crore to settle their dues to public sector banks. The case involved
allegations of layered financial fraud, including falsification of accounts,
diversion of bankIoans through offshore structures,and the accumulation
of undisclosed assets—evenasthe promotersleft the countryand builtan oil
and energy empire overseas.

The Sandesaras sought quashing of all criminal and related proceedings
inreturn foraone-timesettlementwith thelenders.The courtaccepted this
bargain, holding that once theamount is deposited by December, all crimi-
nal,civil,and enforcement actionswould stand extinguished. The Bench rea-
soned thatsinceasubstantial sum of publicmoneywas being recoveredand
stakeholderswerewillingto end the dispute, continuing prosecutionwould
servelittle practical purpose. It also clarified that the ruling was confined to
the peculiar facts of this case and should not be treated asa precedent.

That caveat offers little comfort. This was certainly not a case of routine
commercial failure. And yet, instead of a trial, the court provided a transac-
tion. The long-term consequences of such exceptions cannot be brushed
aside.When business promoters accused of economic crimes are permitted
to purchase immunity from prosecution, the message conveyed is disturb-
ing: that criminal law is negotiable,not because guilt orinnocence has been
tested, but because an acceptable price has been offered. This is where the
rule of law begins to fray. Financial crimes cannot be artificially segregated
from serious criminality. The fear of imprisonment—rather than monetary
loss—isthereal deterrentagainstwrongdoing.Abusi nandreads prison
farmore than afinancial settlement. Once the legal system signals that suf-
ficient money can substitute for penal consequences, the incentive struc-
turetilts sharply in favour of risk-taking and abuse.

The cases of Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi, and Mehul Choksi underscore a
harsh truth: when financial fraud becomes a question of settlement value,
the rational strategy is to flee, negotiate from abroad, and pay later if cor-
nered.Criminal lawthen risks morphmgﬁ'om adeterrentintoabargaining
tool. The Sand ruling therefore rai per question: can restitution
alone neutralise criminal culpability? The Supreme Court isright toevolve,
reviewits own judgments,and respond to changing economicrealities. It is
alsoright toguard against frequent reversals that diluteinstitutional cred-
ibility. But the same logic demands that justice must never appear contin-
gent on economic muscle. Exceptions carved out for the powerful—how-
everwell-reasoned in law—carry the danger of quietly hardening into
practice. If large-scale economic crimes come to be seen as financially
resolvable rather than legally punishable, the distance between law and
powerwill only continue towiden.

Sam Altman's business
buddies are getting stung

AS INVESTORS START to take sides in the Al race, Sam Altman’s buddies are
getting burned.

SoftBank Group’s shares have tumbled 40% from late October, while Oracle’s
stock has given up all gains made since early September, when the legacy database
software company all of a sudden got an Al halo after announcing a $300-billion
computing deal with OpenAL The trioare partners in the $500-billion Stargate AT
infrastructure project,whichai nt the US.Inaddition,in
March, SoftBank’s Chairman Masayoshi Son managed to strike a venture capital
deal with Altman, promising to invest $30 billion by year-end.

Investors are now questioning the ChatGPT maker’s dominance after Alphabet
released its newest multipurpose Gemini 3 model—which won glowing

N THE CONTEXT of finalising
the first phase of the India-US
trade deal, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal has recently stated
that “when the deal willbecome
fair, equitable and balanced, you will
hear good news”. If the agreements
signed by President Trump with
Malaysiaand Cambodiain the lastweek
of October are indicators, the possibil-
ityof the US agreeingtoa fair,equitable,
and balanced trade agreement with
India, or most other countries,appears
remote. Let us examine this issue.

At the outset, it is crucial to recog-
nise that there is considerable similar-
ity in the contents of the bilateral
agreements of the US with Cambodia
and Malaysia. Many provisions in the
two agreements are almost identical.
It would, therefore, not be incorrect to
conclude that President Trump and his
officials are negotiating trade agree-
ments withvarious cuuntnes hased on

tradltwn of the US in the | past free
trade agreements negotiations. Con-
sequently, it is unlikely that the sub-
stantial contents of the India-US trade
agreement would be very different
from the Cambodia-Malaysia tem-
plate. Of course, on certain issues there
could be India-specific variations. As
discussed below, it is difficult to accept
the Cambodia-Malaysia template as
being fair, equitable and balanced.
First, with Malaysia and Cambodia
making most of the concessions on tar-
iffs and in many other areas, both the
agreements are one-sided and riddled
with provisions that are overwhelm-
ingly in favour of the US. For example,
underthe deal, the USwill cut its recip-
rocal tariff to zero on only about 1,700
Malaysian products; all other products
will continue to face a 19% reciprocal
tariff. Malaysia, however, will eliminate
its World Trade Organization-man-
dated most-favoured nation (MFN) tar-
iffs on US goods, while Washington will
retain its MFN tariffs on Malaysian

@ SPACE AMBITIONS

@ INDIA-US TRADE
AFAIR PACT WILL ELUDE INDIA IF US BASES ITS NEGOTIATIONS ON DEALS WITH MALAYSIAAND CAMBODIA

Aworrying template

ABHUIT DAS =

The writer is an international trade expert

products. In essence, Trump is rolling
back his illegal reciprocal tariffs on a
part of Malaysian exports while
Malaysia has rolled back its MFN tariffs
for US goods.

Second, under the bilateral agree-
ments Malaysia and Cambodia have
ceded their right to raise tax revenues
through specific policy instruments.
Both countries have committed not to
impose customs duties on

cation would prevail over Malaysia’s
domestic healthand samtary requlre»

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

When the government opened the space sector,
the country's youth, especially our Gen Z, leapt
forward to take full advantage of it. Today, India's
more than 300 space start-ups are giving

new hope to India's space future

another country,in order to ensure that
the agreement does not jeopardise the
essential interests of the US. In addi-
tion, Malaysia has committed not to
enterintoagreementswith other coun-
tries involving technical orhealth stan-
dards that might disadvantage the US.

An argument could be made that
since the Cambodia-Malaysia tem-
plate is not subject to binding dispute
settlement, it provides considerable
leeway to cuuntnes not to adhere to

ments. Thisisa id

astheUS has not made acommitment
inrespect of imports of these products
from Malaysia.

Fourth, and perhaps the most con-
tentious, some provisions in the two
agreements firmly align the policy
choices of Cambodia and Malaysia in

certain areas with the

electronic transmissions,
digital services taxes, or
similar taxes that dis-
criminate against US

Malaysia has
committed not to

and national
security interests of the
US.To illustrate, if the US
imposes a customs duty

companies. Further, they enter into 2 or import restrictions on
have given up theirright ~ agreements with  agood orserviceofathird
toimpose certain internal other countries country, Malaysia and
taxes on importsand col- : . Cambodia have commit-
lect them at the customs involving technical ted toregulate the impor-
border, especially if the ©F health standards tation of that good or ser-
taxes discriminate that might vice into their territories
against imports from the disadvantage through similar mea-
US. This situation could the US sures with equivalent

arise, for example, when

restrictive effect. Conse-

the US is the exclusive or
predominant exporter of
a product to these countries. In addi-
tion, Malaysia has committed not to
impose consumption tax on US
exports of agricultural and seafood
products. There is no reciprocal com-
mitment from the US on these issues.
Third, in respect of trade in agricul-
tural products, Malaysia has commit-
ted toallow imports of dairy, meat,and
poultry products from the US if they
are  accompanied  with  the
sanitary/health certificates from the
relevant American authorities. This
concession implies that the US certifi-

quently,if on the ostensi-
ble ground of protecting
its economic security, the US were to
impose a punitive tariff of 30% on
imports from the BRICS countries,
Cambodiaand Malaysiawould be com-
pelled to impose similar tariffs on
imports from BRICS countries. Further,
both countries have agreed to cooper-
ate with the US with a view to restrict-
ing transactions of their nationals with
third-country individuals and entities
which have been sanctioned by the US.
Bothcountries arealso required to con-
sult with the US before entering into a
new digital trade agreement with

incy ions in theirbilat-
eral deals with the US. This strand of
argument is, at best, naive. We are liv-
ingin timeswhen the US does not need
the legal backing of international law
to enforce its writ. It has used its con-
siderable political clout and economic
heft to bend countries to its will. The
absence of binding dispute settlement
provisions in bilateral agreements is
unlikely to hinder the US in com-
pelling signatory countries to uphold
their side of the deal.

In conclusion, if the US uses the
Malaysia-Cambodia template as the
basis of its negotiations with India, it
would be very difficult for India to
secure a fair, equitable, and balanced
bilateral trade deal. Further, there
appears to be no middle ground on the
four issues mentioned above, which
wouldallow the US toclaimvictoryand
India to protect its domestic interest.
Tough choices appear to be knocking at
the doors of India’s trade negotiators.

With President Trump publicly
acknowledging that India has sharply
cut Russian oil purchases, New Delhi
should push Washington to roll back
the 25% Russian oil penalty. This sin-
gle step would ease the pressure on
India’s negotiators. Thereafter, India
should consider whether lowering
America’s “reciprocal” tariff on Indian
goods from 25% toroughly 15-18%jis
worth the concessions the US is
demanding. This approach would help
Indiaavoid thekind of one-sided deals
struck with Malaysia and Cambodia.

Building a trust-based digital economy

NARAYANANT

General Counsel India & APAC, Cognizant,
and Board Member, Cognizant India

The world will judge Indian innovation on three
dimensions—trustworthiness, clear ownership
rights, and ethical practices

INDIA'S TECH JOURNEY has reached a
fascinating turning point. While the first
phase earned global admiration for scale

just capability but conduct. Regulations
like the Digital Personal Data Protection
Actand pwposed Dlg:tal Competmon Bill

Aligned with World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO) and Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property

and skill, the next must focus on earm.ng are key steps in Rights
trust in India’s i ungmyasan and i rhmr;xl‘ d
hub.I These are not mere regulations, they

and data underpins national

aswell as how a weakened OpenAl may affect its partners’businesses.

Valuing OpenAlat $500 billion,SoftBank’s stake in the unicornaccounts forjust
over 20% of its net asset value, or NAV. But what if OpenAl is not worth that much?
It would bea substantial hit to the Japanese Inthe quar-
ter, SoftBank reported its best earnings in three years, thanks toa $12.8-billion fair
value gain from its OpenAl shares. That will have to be reversed if the start-up can’t
maintain its current valuation at future funding rounds.

Asaninvestment: oftBank i dbased onits NAV.
One key metric investors pay attention to i: ist how liquid its portfolio is and how
quickly SoftBank can distribute cashback Currently, pri
ings, including the 11% OpenAl stake, account for about 36% of SoftBank’s NAV,
versus 21% at the beginning of the year, according to
Bloomberg Intelligence.

Togetaseatat Altman’: ’s table,! Sonhasbemse}]mghls

mostliquid hol

power, trust has become the real founda-

are strategic advantages. Countries that
show integrity alongside innovation att-

swell as active roles in
forums like the WIPO Development
Agenda, India is poised to help set norms
for responsible innovation. The next step
is embedding IP awareness and ethical

Iesponslble Al will ensure India’s most
bl itstalent, i usted

worldwide.

Governance as a growth engine

India’s evolving digital policies cover-
ingdata competition,Al,and IPare form-
inga“trust architecture for technology”.
Thi

entire $5.8 billion stake in Nvidia,as well as $9.2 blllmn

worth of T-Mobile US Inc. Along with new bond sales,

SoftBank managed to raise $30 billion, just enough to
OpenAldeal.But

ﬂmgbeneﬁt shareholders? SoftBank’s stm‘_kxs now tmdA

ingata32 toits NAV, market scep-

ticism over Son’s investing track record.

AsforlLarry Ellison’s Oracle, the situation isarguably
worse. How OpenAl plans to pay the $300-billion com-
putmgcontmct isanyone’ ’s guess.The deal will span overfiveyears,startingin 2027.

tart-upis expected $60billion in: ,even using
the company’s own rosy outlook,which investors are starting to question with the
arrival of Google’s Gemini 3.

Earlier this month,Altman said he doesn’t want US uuarantees forhis start-up’s
datacentres,butit might mdlthegovemment d itsown
Alinfrastructure,anod to how expensive this endeavour has become.

At the same time, Oracle is already investing heavily to meet the outsized
demand Altman promised. For the Stargate project, Ellison has made over $100 bil-
lion of capital commitments to lease data-centre shells, which will show up on its
financial statements over the next three years. Keen toscale up, Oracle has chosen
tosave upfront costs,lease theland,and
instead. As of August, the company sat on $105 billion total debt, accordmg to
Bloomberg data.

Alis quickly becoming a cash game,and those with the best balance sheets nat-
urally have better odds. Despite repeated bond sales this year, Alphabet still has neg-
ative net debt. It generates about $150 billion operating cash flow a year and has
closeto $100 billionin cash. By, companson OpenAI needstocontinuallyraiseven-
turecapital tokeep upwithi assetstoinvestinthe
unicorn, and Oracle resorted to debt-| ﬁnanced land purchases to get data-centre
construction going.

Smart money has chosen the cash cow.

SHULI REN

Bloomberg

tion of progress—unseen yet vital. ract more meaningful investments and creationac Clearown- becomeamodel for
forge stronger partnerships. India’s abil- ~ ership and mutual respect in collabora-  othernations,aproofthatinnovationand
From scale to substance ity to deliver Al that’s safe, tions can turn par i 0od governance can go hand in hand.
India’s early ITrevolutionwas powered data Lhat 'ssecure,and tech- i ingtrust. Through public-private partnerships,
by efficiency and delivery To- respect IPwill ntegratin 3 " ethical innovation can be embedded into
day,asartificial intelligence (Al) becomes be plvotal in defining its eduIc;:igna;n ?:Iata Talent .ls India’s soft academia, certification can reward com-
de, the position in the global tech N N power in code pliant enterprises,and IP-secure research
conversation is shifting from howmuch ~ hierarchy. ethics, IP practices, IfIPisthefuelofinnova-  can be incentivised. These steps can ele-
India builds to how responsibly it builds. and responsible Al tion,peopleareitsengine.  vateIndiafromaparticipanttoaleaderin
Alhasexpanded India’s role frombei-  1Padvantage (::fu will ensure India’s  Over five million Indian globaltechgovernance.
ngtheworld’sIT partnertoaco-creatorof owning, protecting, = tech experts power global
el yste .E that respems.u?g & talent remam_s uansfor%—naﬁo?—n."[heifrepu- Towards a trusted
finance, logistics,and governance. But this trusted worldwide  tationforcompetenceboos-  technology decade
algo- IPhas steadily emerged — pu— (s ndia’s brand and their India’s past ter_b success was built on
rithm ownership, data provenance,and asa core asset of the global integrityisits soft power. e,but depend
decision transparency—issuesat the heart economy. For India, it represents more To retain this edge, India must ensure Theworldwilljud dianin-
ofintellectual property,ethics,and trust. thanlegal compliance—itsignalsinnova- itstechtalentis not futur&readyanda]so novation on threedimensions—trustwor-
The task before India is not just to sc- tion maturity.As Indiaevolves fromaser- values-driven. C thiness,clear dethical
aleinnovationbuttogovernitwell. Trust, vice-based thatc careerpaths,and ed:umlrecm- pmcuces Byadd_ressmgthesethxough so-
talent,and intellectual property (IP) int-  uctsand platforms,ethical IPpracticeswill ~ itment tonurturing i nance, [P d cultivat-
egrity will define whether India’s Al-led matterasmuchasinnovationitself. h bodyboth 11 and ethics. lcul di

growth becomes a model of

asthe ionand IP

like NASSCOM’s Future-

innovation or a race for speed without
accountability.

Trust as competitiveness
Intoday’sworld,

Protectlon guidelines, National Deep Tech
Startup Policy, and National Research
Foundation-led incentives indicate that
India now treats IPnot justasa shield but
asasti ic pillar of global trust.

THE EDITOR

Oil import reliance

Apropos of "Requiem for Russian oil"
(FE, November 27), the shift away
from discounted Russian crude be-
came more likely once sanctions
tightened, and India must now navi-
gate higher prices and a more frag-
mented energy landscape. While
diversification towards West Asian,
American, and African suppliers may
offer short-term flexibility, it also
heightens exposure to geopolitical

volatility and shifting transport costs.
The editorial rightly notes that India's
heavy import reliance—nearly 88% of
oil demand—is its core vulnerability.
Instead of responding only to external
triggers, we should use this transition
to correct structural gaps. Stable reg-
ulation, rational taxation, and incent-
ives for domestic exploration could
help revive output and attract global
partners with advanced drilling tech-
nology. This would strengthen energy
security and improve India's

Skills Prime and the ministry of electron-
ics and information technology’s digital
skilling initiatives already combine tech-

a gulobal leaderin responsible innovation.

In the next decade, India’s success in
technologywon’tbedefined by thequan-
tityofits codebutbythequalityofits con-
duct.Trust,once the result of innovation,

nical skill with responsibility. Integrating
i dataethi ices,and

negotiating power in global markets.
—A Myilsami, Coimbatore

Rare earth autonomy

The Cabinet approval of 7,280 crore
for the rare earth permanent magnet
(RPEM) scheme is welcome. It will
help cut import dependence on China
and establish a long-term rare earth
ecosystem. Although India possesses
the world's fifth-largest rare earth
reserves (6.9 million tonnes), it barely
contributes 1% to production. China

mustnowbeit

has near monopoly, and exploits its
market dominance as a geopolitical
advantage. The RPEM scheme will en-
sure our push for 100% electric mobi-
lity and renewable energy targets will
not be held hostage by external price
shocks, tariffs, and trade embargoes.
To make it a success, the government
must dismantle the regulatory
blockade on mining and processing.
—Madhvi Sharma, Chandigarh

@Write to s at feletters@expressindia.com
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Even We Can Thank
God It’s Black Friday

Marketers could shape it to local conditions

Black Friday sales, an American import marked by the
Jjumma that follows Thanksgiving Day, are pickingup inIn-
dia, but (understandably?) notquiteatapace global brands
wouldlike. This is due tothe placement of weekendsales in
the Indian shopping calendar, and the more spread-out pat-
tern of festival shopping in these shores. The discount
shoppingday kicks off thefestival seasoninthe US, leading
up to bigger dates for retail sales in December. In India,
Black Friday follows Diwali, our biggest festival of shop-
ping. Again, Indians have more festivals round the year
that provide brands more opportunity to push merchan-
dise through sales. The global phenomenon does, of
course, add to the list of calendar events in India, allowing
retailers to clear inventory. Brands are using TGIBF! to
pitch to younger consumers whose buying habits are far
more global than their elders. It helps push premium
brands to a new market segment that's
aided by the growth of ce.

QCOs were also imposed on raw materials and intermediate goods — so a rollback is welcome

Prerna Prébhakar [
Laveesh Bhandari

\_ uality control orders
(QCOs) are quality requi-
U rements imposed by the
/' government to ensure a
< minimal specified quality
lnvel\ﬁ‘mamramed QCO for specifi-
ed products requires mandatory cer-
tification by an appropriate body.
Production, import or even trade is
illegal without such certification.
Instruments similar to QCOs are

The event itself is fighting consumer
fatigue inthe West. Brands have become
sensitive to the downsides of deep dis-
counting, and prefer to spread their
marketing budgets over longer periods
to build stronger sales pipelines. eCom-
merce is better able to gauge consumer behaviourat a more
individual level, and customise pitches accordingly. New
avenues like influencer-led marketing make calendar-
based marketingless relevant. Social commerce is pushing
boundariesof overconsumption, butisalsoheadingapush-
back over concerns of sustainability India finds itself in
themiddleof these cross-currentseven before Black Friday
becomes a desi fixture. Offline channels are yet to jump on
the bandwagon. So the phenomenon is unlikely to acquire
the dimensions ithas in mature markets.

Marketers are, however, unlikely to let go of an event so
deeply ingrained in the consumer consciousness, and will
shape ittolocal conditions. A more connected desi consum-
er won't be isolated from the global trend. But it will take a
while before it reaches OMG! proportions here.

Don’t Leave Our Kids
In Judicial Limbo

Soon after taking over on Monday, CJI Surya Kant raised the
alarm over about 5.4 cr cases pending across trial courts and
high courts. Heunderlined thisasasign of deep structuralrot
in the judiciary, pointing to chronic delays, understaffing, in-
efficiencies and outdated systems. This crisis is magnified
‘when it comes tominors. A new India Justice Report (IJR) stu-
dy, ‘Juvenile Justice and Children in Conflict with the Law: A
Study of Capacity at the Frontlines’, reveals the disturbing
state of India’s juvenile justice system. As of October 31,2023,
55% of 1,00,904 cases before Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs)re-
mained unresolved. Only 45,097 cases had been disposed of.
itiesarestark. Odisha’ d stoodata
shocking83%, while Karnataka reported
a still-worrying 35%. These are not just
numbers. They reflect a system strugg-
ling to function. Nearly one in four JJBs
operates without the legally-required full
bench of amagistrate and two social wor-
kers. Almost 30% lack a legal-aid clinic.
Minors accused of offences are left wai-
ting, confined or institutionalised for months, sometimes ye-
ars, with their education, mental health and futures put on
hold. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act
2015 promised child-centred, rehabilitative justice. Instead,
children remain trapped inlegal limbo.

The apex court, ultimately responsible for ensuring laws
protecting minors are properly implemented, must take cog-
nisance of this crisis, demand accountability from state go-

State-w

ie:
across the world to pratecl their do-
mestic industry. But India has gone
over and beyond most. So much so
that what was meant to protect has
been causing harm across sectors.
Both trade and industry, specially
MSMES, have been complainingabo-
uttheoveruseof QCOsforsometime
now. To the credit of concerned de-
partments, an important first step
has been taken not in one but across
four central ministries.

On November 12, Union chemicals
and petrochemicals ministry rescin-
ded 14 QCOs on several key input ma-
terials, including terephthalic acid,
ethylene glycol, polyester
varnsandfibres, and major
plastics suchas polypropy-
lene, polyethylene, polyvi-
nyl chloride (PVC) ho-
mopolymers, acrylonit-
rile butadiene styrene
(ABS) and polycarbona-
te. The next day, mini-
stry of mines revoked
QCOs on aluminium
and aluminium alloys,
nickel, refined nickel, tin ingots, refi-
nedzine, copper and primary lead.

On November 18, textiles ministry
rescinded QCO on viscose staplefibre
(VSE), a critical intermediate for the
textile value chain. Further, as pera
November 20 notification, steel mini-
stry has extended exemptions of cer-

Scrap the straps

tain steel products from mandatory
‘QCO compliance until March 2026.

Theseactions signal a clear policy
intenttosupportgreateropennessin
trade, and to allow larger firms to fa-
ce greater competitive pressures
emanating from the world. This re-
scinding will enable greater availa-
bility of inputs, reduce costs for both
export and domestic markets, and
ease supply-chain bottlenecks, parti-
cularly for MSMEs.

So, why are small entrepreneurs
and traders most harmed by QCOs?
Becausetheyarelessable tobearcer-
tification costs and other require-
ments, as well as absorb the delays in
the process.

According to a recent CSEP study,
as of December 2024, about half of
all QCOs were imposed on raw mate-
rials and intermediate goods. Such

QCOs should be
introduced where
there’s a significant
need to ensure that
proper quality is
maintained in the
market, like

. Pharmaceuticals and
safety equipment

measures increase supply-chain
risksfor downstream industries that
depend on timely and competitively
priced inputs. In this regard, the re-
cent withdrawal and exemption of
QCOs specifically on intermediate
goods isprecisely what’srequired.
The analysis further revealed that

QCOs on intermediate inputs led to
an import decline of around 30%,
over three years after implementa-
tion, without any significant long-
term export gains for affec-
ted products.
evidence suggests
that these regu-
lations  were
disrupting
supply chains,
ratherthansup-
porting develop- "%
mentof domesticca-
pacity for production of
appropriate quality, the intention
thatled to the imposition of QCOs.
QCOs should typically be introdu-
ced where there’s a significant need
to ensure that proper quality is ma-
intained in the market. Pharmaceu-
ticals and safety equipment, where
there’s a risk of significant and irre-
versible damage to life or property,
are an example where QCO-type
controls do need to be put up. Beyond
that, thereare very few cases wherea
strong conceptual case can be made
for QCOs. And when QCOs are impo-
sed on intermediate or basic goods,
they are much more harmful for the
long-term growth of the industry.
There are several proposed QCOs
furniture items, like office chairs,
storage units, beds and worktables.
But there’s a whole spectrum of fur-
niture quality Who is to decide what
is appropriate for India? Surely, it's
theright of the buyer to decide what
quality-price combination they
want to buy. Why take away this choi-

ntrol Freaks

ce from Indian buyers? If the fear is
low-cost Chinese imports, then the
right tool to prevent their imports is.
anti-dumping duties, not QCOs.

A NITI Aayog high-level commit-
tee recently recommended the can-
cellation, suspension or deferment
of several QCOs across a wide range
of products and sectors, recognising
the need to reduce input-cost pressu-
res and strengthen supply-chain re-
silience. Independent analysis po-
ints to hundreds of QCOs on inter-
mediate and basic goods that should
beeliminated. Therefore, it'sessenti-
al tosustain the current momentum
by reconsidering additional QCOs
that apply to intermediate goods,
particularly in sectors like steel, tex-
tiles, plastics and chemicals. Many
of these items are critical inputs for
MSMES, and for industries engaged
inexport-oriented production.

Any reform is not easy. It comes

This rescinding vmll enable
of

THE SPEAKING TREE

Problemsand
Solutions

0sHO

Thereare very few people in the
world who can see the problem,
while there are many who are rea-
dy togive solutions. Everyone th-
inks he knows thesolution, but it
should beremembered that yes-
terday’s solutions are not helpful
today. As times change, solutions
must be absolutely new. Nomat-
ter how ancient theessence of a
solution may be, thesolution it-
self mustalwaysbenew....

Some people think the problems
are political: they think searching
fora political solution willend
the problems, But they are wrong.

greater
inputs, reduce costs for

T
sically not political. Some people

export and domestic the problems are econom-

markets, and ease ic. They think if those problems
supply-chain bottlenecks CanbemﬂlVEd-. ﬂlewudrlwﬂlbe

perity

with opposition from those who They arealsounderan illusion.
‘would potentially lose out. In the case People’s fundamental problem

of QCOsas well, thisholds true. Para-
doxically, most requests for QCOs co-
me from short-sighted industry and
industry bodies, even though thereis
much evidence that industry is the
onemost harmed in the long run.

A key learning across many deca-
des has been that greater forces of
competition and flexible economic
climate are the best mechanisms for
quality improvements and cost re-
duction in the manufacturing sector,
much more than protection and sub-
sidies. Overall, the recent withdra-
wals have laid out a constructive
path ahead, one that aligns regulato-
ry priorities with India’s broader

today isspiritual: it issomewhere
in depths, connected with their
innermost being. Wearelacking
the deeper vision that isneeded
toseethe problem. Wesee very
superficially and on the surface,
and don't enter deeply. Perhaps
‘wedon't want to see deeply beca-
use, for that, courage is needed.
Andnot only is courage needed,
but you need to accept the possi-
bility there may be nosolution.
We keep repeating old learned
solutions, afraid of asituation
that is incomprehensible to us. In
this way, people’s solutions are
always borrowed from the past,

ambition to
ring competitiveness, enhance ease
of doing business, and enable star-

the pre-
sent. That is whyno Lmderstand
ingis possible. People whose thi-

tups and MSMESs to better integrate nking isbased on the pastarenev-
with global value chains. er capable of solvingany prob-
lemsof the present.
Prabhakaris and Bhandariis

president, Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP) Research

Artificial Intelligence Haazir Ho!

Abridged from Religion's Expiration
Date; Courtesy: Osho International
Foundation; www.osho.com

% ALGO OF
! #BLISSTECH

—morethan5cr—isdaunting. A analytics and judicial productivity 7
digitally-enabled judiciary already dashboards can help significantly. Watc’lmy D MSk
includes the e-Courts projectand But one must ensure that every idea Asdusk descends, your city
National Judicial Data Grid. They relating to Aluse in courts is subject seems topause, as if holding
canserve as a foundation. But they tofundamentalandnon -negotiable \ls bmth in comradeship of
are woefully inadequate to clear the pri accoun- Thesky, once
‘huge pile-up ina time-bound manner: tability thil )t theharsh brilli-
C Raj Kumar g Alasignificant part of A2023Harvard Kennedy School anceof afternoon, softens
adjudication requires ‘paper, Al f molten gold,
causes for and for i ion, translation, Settmg the Scene’, observes, *...some roseand violet.
Earlier this impactof sofar Pro- summarisation, Al- d drafting icism of AT’ i The setting sun lingers low
inas53%CJL Surya Kant talkedabcut cedural delays, i admini- for i notices, bail formats, in the courtroom is useful inensur- over thehorizon, asif inslow
‘how ascient i ity d speech-to-text for court transcrip-  ingalgorithmsr i til it's full fathoms
approach is essential toaddress the dency on manual paperwork, high tionand translation in real time. andfan The pelfcrmanceuf models deep. From your balcony, you
challengeof pendencyacrossalltiers levelsof inefficientcasescheduling, =~ @ Virtual courts,r dhy-  canbeov weav-
of thejudiciary’. He had earlier obs- and limited access for citizens are brid hearings These need togo be- ing
erved that ‘the judiciary has begun some of major reasons. Outof thes yond trafficchallans. Thereisacase tionthat 1\ reets lik ie, while

exploring. AI based tools for: reseamh_

ctp_lus(_'ase»s pending, ala:rge number

for Al-supported digital kiosks for

transcription, and

always with the guiding principle
that technology must augment, not
replace, thehuman mind’sdiscern-
ment adding that ‘thelaw, afterall, is

litigant: rural India. Al-bas-

areindistr ts
(above 4.3 cr), compared to those in
the Supreme Court (80,000)and high
courts(601akh). Hence, Al-enabled
and tech-driven reformsneed tobe

ed adaptive, and generative legal
research should be undertaken for
basicmatterslike precedent search,
extraction of ratios, linesof reason-

Jevel

ur g
Thereisa fine balance tostrike —
once Al justice is inevitably and
gradually improved — in boosting
popular confidence in these tools
‘while temperi ing lmreahsnc >expec-

democr witha
lower courts.

shaped by empathy, moral reasoning,

ing,and prece-
dentsoroverruled cases.
o 7 A

tationsof their
Thenew CJIshould evaluate the

vernments, and ensure that thoser forthi d:
lousneglectarestirred outof inaction.Indiacan'taffordajus-
tice system that fails its young, and yet uses ‘demographic di-
vidend' asa digressionary mantra.

"JUST IN JEST

For those ‘left behind’, there's
always 'saare jahan seachha’

If Materialism Can’t
Match, Turn Patriotic

The Indian professional abroad is not a different species.
Shedoesn’tsprout extraneurons on the flight to LAX, DXB
or Changi. Nordoes her PhD or MBA suddenly acquire ma-
gical footnotes in transit. Yet, the moment she lands in Sili-
con Valley, Dubai or Singapore, her paycheque inflates like
a multi-season streaming series. Economists call this ‘la-
bourmarket dynamlcs Wecall ithappy work- t(ywealthra~
tio. Evenasthe‘Saarej narrati

‘home churns tirelessly: ‘Stay close to family’, ‘Celebrate
Diwali with your own people’, ‘Don’t chase dollars, chase
meaning’, ‘Nowhere will you get aloo sabzi tastier than in
New Rajinder Nagar’. Translation: accept less money, fe-
wer opportunities, and console yourself w1th 'samosa pat-
riotism’, theemotional for v.a
loyalty programme where reward it

5areasof Aluseand adaptation or tunities for consi-
andanunderstandingof contextthat ~ within the judicial context can be courtrecords, blockchaintechcan  dering Aluseincourtstodevelopa
'machines cannotreplicate’. considered: enabletl ini: ive appara- nabled judiciary. There
‘While there is a greater degree of @ Case & schedu- tu i ,,"onf djgital isacase for estabhs].\mganauonal
enabled lingT beafocuson task fc ed by Kant with
inourcourts,itsscope, developingautomated cause lists custody verlﬁcatwn More tar; geted Judges, lawyers, government offici-
content, context, contoursand impact ~ usingmachine-learnt predictions, is als, and aca to

areup for debate: and discussion. andreal-time and dynamicschedu-  alsoneeded. Th)s wﬂl

‘The most the lingto canttimeand i effici-
useof Alincourtsisinrelation to ® Natural language-pl ocessing  ency, whlchhasadn*ectbeanngon
massive pendency. Thesheerscaleof  tools for ocessing !

thenumber of casesstuck in courts

This mclutles butis not limited to,

© Analytics Realrlime backlog

developa paper tobuild aware-
nessand chart the courseforaction.

The writer llor;

theair grows crisp:
‘mise of alate autumn night.
Thereisapeculiarmagicin
istwilight
hour: Thelight
doesn’t vanish

people
gely softens, as though dusk
itself muffles thenoise, some-
times covering it with the ch-
oirof returning birds.
Wlth wmier appmachmg
ink, and this twi-

light

George Saab’s Revenge on MNCs

lation Act (Fera). It required MNCs
inlow-priority sectorslike consum-
ergoods to cut their stake in Indian
subsidiaries to40%. IBM and Coca-

Investors gotaccess toaset of profes-
sionally-run companies. Indian man-
agersrose toglobal CXO roles after
moving up from local units, Domes-

afleeting spectacle that sud-
denly turnsintoa hlmk Wat-
chingdusk —and fall
fall — is witnessing the day
slowly surrendering tonight,
theday’s warmth tonight’s
coolness. In that brief hour;
everythingisbotheternaland

businesshereand
holder wealth?

‘The George Fernandes-era of
MNC listings was mostly in consu-

Somnath Mukh

Blockbuster IPOs are now routine
onbourses, withamarquee listing
nearly every month. Yet, even in this
crowded field, LG Electronics’
October IPO turned heads. Oversub-
scribed 54%, itdrew4.5lakh cr in
‘bids, more than market capi

pany. In truth, both firms probably
saw Indiaas toosmallamarket to
justify extra compliance costs of
going public. Ironically, most other
MNCs complied and diluted their
stakes, creatinga gener: -ation of
listed Indi. have

tion of many small global exchang-
es. Hyundailisted its Indianarm
last year, and the momentum hasn't
slowed. These aren't one-offsbut
signs of asecular trend. Assets
investor firm Rothschild expects
about 10 MNCs tolist their India
subsidiaries withina year.

Veteran socialist leadex George Fer-

Thecruellest irony? Even after adjusting for higher rents
and pricier milk abroad, the disposable income gap rema-
ins yawning. The average Indian abroad can afford luxuri-
es, savings and travel. The Indian at home is told, instead,
that authenticity is priceless, and being near a place of

where up there in the Great Trade
Union in the Sky. He's famously ‘bla-
med’ for driving Coca-Cola and IBM
outof India in1977 over their refusal
todilute stakes in their Indian subsi-
diaries. The eplsode has since be-
markerof India’s

worship and pilgrimage can do what no and mo-
untain view can do. Culture is th ion t i

pmtecuomst streak —even: thnu;,h

those ‘left behind’ that belonging is worth much more than
abetterlife. Spoiler alert: Itisn't.

thereality is farmor
‘Thereal trigger for those exits came

inJanuary1974, when Indira Gandhi

introduced Foreign Exchange Regu-

since thri w market

es— inother words, a significant
shareof the parents’equity value
comes from their Indian holdings.
Thisis the single-biggest mo-
tivation behind the renewed rush
for MNCsubsidiary listings in India
today. This time t's fully voluntary.
rs tell their ownstory. LG

‘heavyweights. And some like
Thums Up, founded to offset Coca-
Cola’s exit, was ironically bought
and relaunched by the US cola giant
when itreturned to India in 1996.
Inhindsight, India gained ovem].l_

Electronics, with a global revenue
of §63bn, hasa market value of §10

Colarefused. Thelatter, for optics, ticsupply chains plugged i Jobal mer . Hence, the
claimed that going public would ones, i ationof  Indian macr y weremore
uskexposmgthe ‘secret formula’ Indian SMEs. Global shareholders indirect, viamanagerial talent pool
i== in -ated drink. Many India sub- development and integration with
IBM baulked, simply becauseitwas  sidiariesarenow valued atfarhigher ~limited global supply chains. Newer
then the world’s biggest tech com- multiples than their parent compani- MNCsare more manufacturing-

intensive, which bodes well for
technology transfer, job creation
and global value-added in India.

Suzuki Motor offers proof. After
listing its Maruti subsidiary in 2003,
itboosted its stake and made Maruti
itslargest global export hub.

Finan

the same time.

Chat Room I

Talent Flaunters
FlunkedtheTest

Apropos ‘India in Gambhir Con-
dition’ by Anand Vasu (Nov 27),
priorto the Guwahati Test loss,
India had only one Test series
whitewashathome initsentire
history We now havetwo in12

bn. Incontrast, the India
LG Electronics India, with revenues
shy of $3bn, has amarket value of
overs§i2bn.

Thedepth of India’s equity

Theaim's now toreel themin

cial marketsare centralto mths. It's called Test cricket be-

India’s story, arguably the only cause it tests your temperament,
sectm that anulv world-class. With skilland determination to the

ing core. Batti isan

MNCs real skin in the game, policy- artand, sadly, we no longer have
makers should fully embrace this. artistesof the calibre of Gavas-
‘Targeted policies that incentivise kar, Dravid, Laxman or Pujara

listings in India will yield far higher

any more. 'l'he roleof specialists

market, higher growth profile returns than the usual canne er by

and acapital i trap d tax br d Havi wasno-
— Indian investors cannot attracting foreign capital. th.mgbut aluxury. The T20 for-
freely invest overseas— have Fernandes, in some ways, thought mat seems to have spoilt our bat-
allcontributed to this pheno- ahead of his time —mostly in the ters. What's ironic s that we now
menon. With an India listing po].\ucaland geopolitical domams switch to white ball cricket; our

N beingmarkedly more pro-
M]

He woul

nextred isin Au-

fitable for

J| will be incentivised tomove
largershares of their global
value chains toIndia. The
mathsissimple. If the same
dollarearnings geta 2x multi-
pleinIndia, why not book that

followinga polwy rule
first established by a political oppo-
nent to have such resonance nearly
fivedecadeslater.

schief investment officer
ASK Private Wealth

gustnext year —which means
there will not beany soul-sear-
ching by the team management
and qualifying for the WTC final
willremain wishful thinking.
Bal Govind

Noida
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WITHOUT COURAGE

JUSTICE IS WEAK

THE TIMES OF INDIA
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2025

CONTRAPUNTO

g A good review from the critics is
just another stay of execution
-~ DUSTIN HOFFMAN

Pole Position

CWG is returning to India, but what do collapsing
basketball poles say about our sporting aspirations?

140kg, yet when he slam-dunked, which he did very often 2,626

times over a 19-year career - basketball frames didn’t collapse
on him. Nor do they collapse when NBA players — average weight
98kg - make 11,000-odd dunks every season. How, then, do we come
to terms with the deaths of Aman Kumar and Hardik Rathi, wiry
slam-dunking teens crushed under the weight of such frames in
Haryana, on Sunday and Tuesday?

Let’snotcall them “accidents”, because that pushes both deaths
beyond the realm of human agency - factors beyond our control.
Did the frames collapse because their steel poles were heavily
corroded, and they were no longer fit for purpose? Yes, but that only
explains why the frames fell, not the loss of two lives. Aman and
Hardik are nomore because the authorities - despite beingalerted
about the rickety condition of the poles - remained unresponsive.
Perhaps because repairing or replacing a few
feet of steel pipe in a rural sports complex isn’t
a major KRA for them, with a ribbon-cutting
opportunity at the end.

Videoof theframefallingon Hardik in Rohtak
has horrified the whole country. In losing the
two boys we have lost promising players who
could have been part of our 2030 Commonwealth
Gamessquad. Basketballisoneof thesportsunder
consideration for the Ahmedabad edition of the
Games, and Hardik was already a national-level
player. For now, officials in Haryana have gone into overdrive,
ordering checks across sports facilities, but it's a cue for other
states too. They shouldn’t wait for something to happen in their
jurisdiction - as they did with contaminated cough syrup - before
swingingintoaction.

It’s good that CWG will return to India after 20 years, and hopes
are already pinned on our 2036 Olympics bid. These mega events
make sports a talking point, and can draw new talent to track
and field. They also repay their vast outlay by rejuvenating host
cities. But after the Haryanatragedies, we must ask, are we merely
prepping to be glittering venues for big games, or going in with
the determination to win big? If the latter, we must prove it to our
players and athletes with actions, not words. There’s a lot that
needs doing - fixing broken sports infra is only one part. How we
select players, train and treat them matters even more.

If It’'s Broke, Fix It

Reviews are fundamental to running everything
better; from courts to govts to science to tech
The Supreme Courtmustnotfret that many of itsdecisionsare

In his heyday, former NBA ace Shaquille O'Neal weighed over

being reviewed by other SC benches. Indeed, no one in any

position of authority, big or small — newspaper editors will
figure in the list of those with very small authority ® - should
get miffed if their decisions are subject to another scrutiny. Stuff
happensall the time—for better or worse. How will decision-making
get better without reviews? Courts, parliaments, scientific bodies,
they all rely on the power of review to write better judgments,
improve upon legislation, and have research pass the test of peer
assessment. Imagine a world without review. The hangman would
be terribly busy, it would be a not-so-funny comedy of errors of bad

law, broken software, dangerous medicine.
As it is, there are, these days an alarmingly
t n largenumber of people who believe WhatsApp
univ, which reviews nothing, carries the
wisdom of Nalanda, even if they can’t quite
tell you where or what Nalanda is.
. Reviews have transformed wholl ies.

Supreme Change Of Mind

That SC has many times overturned its own rulings should be celebrated, not lamented. The 2-judge
bench’s critique misses the point. From strengthening fundamental rights to decriminalising gay sex,
qucu anteeing rlght to p/ ivacy to stopping misuse of sedition, SC reviews have protected citizens

com

On Wednesday, a two-judge Supreme
Courtbench observed the court ispained
at the “growing trend of revisiting
and overturningof its own verdicts by
subsequent benches”. Ironically, this
obiter dictum came on the day the
country commemorated its 75-year-old Constitution, one
recognised by SC and jurists as a living document, open
todynamic interpretations with passage of time.

More important, this trend of overturning its own
rulings is entirely in conformity with the objective
of Article 141 of the Constitution - SC-declared law
shall be bindingonall courts in India. Surely, achange
of viewby SC,onaspecificlegal or constitutionalissue,
can’tmake Article1411ess potent?

Take, for instance, the AK Gopalan judgment of
May 1950. The full court of SC — CJI Harilal J Kania,
and Justices S Fazl Ali, M Patanjali Sastri, MC Mahajan,
Bijan K Mukherjea and SR Das - with a 4:2 majority,
gave limited meaning to fundamental rights, and
upheld preventive detention of a person, without
disclosure of grounds to him.

Should this view of fundamental rights have gone
unchallenged or should it have been reviewed?

India has been served well by the fact that subsequent
judgments have expanded the scope of fundamental
rights.InIC Golaknath, SC in 1967 ruled Parliament
cannot amend the fundamental rights part
of the Constitution. In its largest ever
bench of 13 judges in Kesavananda
Bharati case, SC in 1973 expanded
Golaknath principle to rule that
themuchlarger basicstructureof
the Constitution, which included
fundamental rights, cannot
beamended.

But notwithstanding
these seminal rulings, in
1976, a five-judge SC
bench - with the sterling
exception of Justice HR

Khanna - in ADM Jabalpur case, and by 4:1 majority,
ruled that proclamation of Emergency suspends all
rights, including right to life. Imagine a situation
today where in the name of protecting a country from
internal disturbances, SC gives such a licence to govt -
toessentially kill citizens.

Fortunately, SC reversed AK Gopalan ruling in
Maneka Gandhi case in1978. Tworenowned SCjudges -
YV Chandrachud, longest serving CJ1 in SC's history,
and PN Bhagwati, who invented the tool of PIL to protect
rights of voiceless -spoke of the inviolability of funda-
mentalrights. They expanded theright tolife, to include
dignity within its ambit. Ironically, these two had
agreed with majority view in ADM Jabalpur verdict.

Had they held a fastidious view of Article 141,
like Justices Dipankar Datta and AG Masih did on
‘Wednesday, they could not have atoned for judicial
sins committed through ADM Jabalpur judgment. In
fact, ADM Jabalpur judgment remained intact on
SC records till the 2017 verdict of a nine-judge bench
in K Puttaswamy case. That, apart from holding right
to privacy as part of fundamental right to life, also
overruled ADM Jabalpur ruling.

Right to privacy was held to be not a fundamental
right first by an eight-judge bench in MP Sharma case
in1954. This was reiterated in 1962 by a six-judge bench

in Kharak Singh case. If SC’s nine-judge bench had
thought that previous rulings were infallible because
they are final, it would have given people no judicial
protection against digital intrusion. In fact, AT may
force another review of privacy rights protection. SC
may have tothink about it in spite of Article141.

Take the case of Article 377 of Indian Penal Code.
This, infamously, criminalised physical relationship
between consenting adults of the same gender. SC, in
Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation case in
2013, had upheld the validity of Section 377.Ithad ruled
in favour of banning sexual activity against what the
court agreed was ‘the order of nature’. It took SC five
more years, and a five-judge bench in Navtej Singh
Johar case, to decriminalise same-sex relationships.
That judgment accepted that fundamental rights of
consenting adults who are gay, were being violated
by the earlier ruling.

Right to privacy and gay rights are key examples
of SC’s recognition that fundamental rights must be
interpreted in the context of ever evolving social
norms. These rights, guaranteed by provisions of the
Constitution, have textually remained unaltered since
1950. Had SC not reviewed its own judgments, the spirit
of fundamental rights would have been violated.

Another significant decision by SC was its 2022
direction to govts - don't register new cases on alleged
offence of sedition under Section 124A of IPC. This

direction came despite the 1962, five-judge bench
Jjudgment in Kedarnath Singh. That bench
had upheld the constitutional validity
of the sedition provision.

The list of SC judgments that
were overruled by subsequent
SC judgments is, happily, very
long. SC should never be touchy
about its judgments. Reviews
are a sign of institutional
strength, not weakness.
India needs its top court
to be open to the idea that
even it can, sometimes, get

things wrong.

Why Freebies S1gnal A Collapse Of Political Ambition

Handouts may win elections, but they don’t build nations. We need a national code that prescribes how
much can be spent on such largesse and compels parties to show where the money will come from

Duvvuri Subbarao

The recent Bihar election was, if

ything,amaster itive
populism. The governing NDA govt
transferred 10,000 to roughly 1.2cr
women even as the campaign was on.
The opposition Mahagathbandhan was
quick toup the ante, promising ¥30,000 to every woman
and a govt job for every household in the state.

Therewasanairof unre eahtyabouuhesepmrmses as
though the political cla: all
fiscal arithmetic. In theend, theextravagant assurances

“Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach
him tofish, and you feed him for a lifetime.” The modern
Indian equivalent is this: every leader who promises
freebies is, in effect, saying, “I cannot provide you
thedignity of a decent livelihood and a regular income.
So hereis something for now; makedo withit.”

The politics of freebies thus reflects a collapse of
ambition. Weareno longer debatmg how tocreatejobs,

or conceding political ground. In fact, the opposition
often goads govt into announcing even more generous
transfers so as to garner some credit for itself.

CAG, which can legitimately comment on the
sustainability of state finances, is hobbled by the
inherent lag in audit reports. Long after the freebie
has been distributed and the political dividend reaped,
the audlt ﬁndmgs becnme irrelevant.

impr ivityorbuildh 1. Instead, we
are debating whether 10,000 is good enough when 30,000
can be promised. What makes this more worrisome is
that neither the Centre nor the states are financing
these giveaways out of surplus revenues. They are

throughborrowing. That means pushing

of lacked Vi
tohave concluded that there are limits to what even the
most generous govt can deliver.

There’s a lesson here. Freebies cancel each other
out. When every competing party is distributing
money or promising larger and larger handouts, the
effect on the voter tends to diminish. The governing
party’slast-minute cash transfer may still have swayed
some votes, but broader competitive promises tend to
neutralise each other. And when promises stretch
credulity, people simply stop believing them. That may
well be the fate that befell Mahagathbandhan.

But the problem with freebies runs much deeper.
Govts that have come to power riding on a wave of
generous guarantees now find themselves struggling
to deliver on them. Andhra Pradesh is discovering that

ing its elaborate welfare architecture is

One of the most dramatic reviews ever was by India in 1991.
Govt discovered its forex wallet, designed as per the best socialist
principles, was empty. Liberalisation followed. Industrial licensing?
Reviewed. Trade policy? Reviewed. Foreign investment? Reviewed.
Cut to the present. Think tech. Recall BSOD. The Blue Screen Of
Death hit the world last July. That massive outage knocked out
global tech. Windows retired the infamous blue - after Microsoft’s
review decided it was time to junk it. Even relationships can
course-correct only if there is recognition that a pause & pivot is
called for —whether with partners or as parents of teens.

So, those in authority mustn't view a call for a review as an
affront totheirego, oran insult to their intelligence. This comment,
for example, went through a process of pre-publication review. But
it may read even better after a post-publication review. The same
holds for any number of things far more important than anewspaper
editorial. Nothing, including SC judgments, is sacred. None of thisis
to question that homespun American wisdom: if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it. But, if it’s broke, buddy, and it needs fixing, don’tjinx it.

Labour of love

We now have proof that our babudom
is renowned for its devotion to work

Jug Suraiya

“Ilove work,” wrote Jerome K Jerome in his Idle Thoughts of
an Idle Fellow. “Come to my study and I'll show you loads and
loads of work which I've collected over the years and which I
can’t bear to part with. I sit and stare at it fascinatedly for
hoursonend.”

far costlier than imagined. Telangana, after years of
high-octane handouts, iswrestlingwithafiscal hangover.
Maharashtra and Karnataka are belatedly realising
that ramping up social transfers has left little room for
other discretionary expenditure.

PM had once decned the revdi culture i in politics and
warned of the perils of
Yet, having witnessed their electoral potency, he now
seems to have embraced them enthusiastically. This is
nota partisan failing; it is a structural political problem.
No party wants to be left behind in the freebie race.
‘When electoral incentives are misaligned with fiscal
prudence, prudence invariably loses.

The tragedy is that behind every freebie, there isan
admission of political failure. As Chairman Mao said,

today’s consumption onto tomorrow’s taxpayers.
Tnpr I -atic instituti restrain

such fiscal adventurism. Yet every institutional check
haseroded.

The legislature, especially the opposition, should
be the first line of defence. But no opposition party
dares criticise freebies for fear of appearing anti-poor

calvm & Hobhes

I SAW WHERE YOU WERE .

You WERE PLAYING IN A
CARDBOARD BOX OUT BACK .

NOPE! THATS
JUST WHAT 1T
LOOKED L\KE .

WE TIME-TRAVELED TO THE
JURASSIC, BUT WE RETURNED

T ¥EAH. WiILL Yo
TAKE THIS FILM

AT THE SPLIT SECOND WE_ O BE DEVELORED]

LEFT/ THATS WA IT DIDNT TLL PAY YOO BACK

LOOK LIKE WE WERE GONE/ WHEN TIME

WE SAN LOTS OF DINOSAURS / MAGAZINE CUGHS|
UP R MY STORY

price therisksof excessive
borrowmg fails to do so because investors assume
that the Centre will not allow states to default. This
implicit sovereign guarantee distortsrisk and removes
an important disciplining mechanism.

Election Commission has been suggested as a
possiblereferee, but this is neither desirable nor feasible.
EC can regulate campaign behaviour, not governance.
And as an institution whose credibility depends on
political neutrality, it should not be dragged into the
political economy of welfare schemes.

We are therefore left with a peculiar situation:
the political class has every incentive to overspend,
and the institutional architecture has little capacity
torestrainit.

To be clear, some welfare spending is essential. ma
country where millions struggle for daily livelihood,
transfer payments serve as vital safety nets. But when
such transfer i formof discretionary
spending,and when directoroff-budget
borrowing, they crowd out investment in the very things
that could improve livelihoods sustainably: education,
health, physical infraand job creation.

The Blhareplsode sxgnals that voters will take what
isi given. When the i of politicians
is low, it's rational for people to vote for freebies
over their alternative uses. There is a crying need for
course correction. For this to happen, the Centre must
take leadership. What we need is a national code of
conduct on freebies - one that prescribes both how
much can be spent on handouts and when they can be
distributed. Crucially, political parties must also be
required to indicate where the money will come from.

It’s time to restore honesty and accountability
to our fiscal politics. Freebies win elections; they do
notbuildnations.

Theuwriter isaformer governor, RBI

Sacredspace

Whoever said money can’t buy
happiness simply didn't know
where to go shopping

Gertrude Stein

Asht Lakshmi, Karm And Britain’s UHNI Outflow

Had he been around today Jerome would h:
kmshjp wn_h India’s bureaucracy, our all-pervasive babudom which shares
with the English author an attachment to work, a love for labour so great that
it cannot afford to part with itat any cost.
Just how great that love is has now been quantified in a report about a
month-long ‘Cleanliness Drive’ of govt offices conducted in Oct.
According to the personnel minister, Jitendra Singh, the sale of the scrap
collected in the course of the drive generated nearly 800cr, a financial engine
of growth sufficient to buy seven Vande Bharat trains.
. The clearance of scrap, largely in the form of pending files and
\_ | otherpaperwork, freed233 lakh sq ftof office space.
\_,/ The Union minister said that in the past five years the special
I Campalgn for Cleanliness, which was inaugurated
in 2021, earned from the sale of scrap nearly 4,100cr,
J ugular\; ein a literally astronomical figure that he said was
——— enoughtofund “multiple” Chandrayaan moon misions.
The total space cleared came to923lakh sq ft, anareathat

& Sonal Sri

ecent reports suggest that
Ribndustrialis( Lakshmi Mittal may
e considering leaving London
for Switzerland or Dubai. The economic

policiesof Britain's Labour govtare

theoctet of Lakshmi.
‘To be truly wealthy, one must cultivate
all eight attributes that ensure complete
well-being and spiritual harmony.
Yetweoftenmake themistakeof , o8gétea
preparing global and national
lists of the ‘richest people’

guide becomes essential.

foundation, the presence of aspiritual

®Dhan Lakshmi - Material wealth,
contentment with what one has, and
astate where one does not need to

seek money from others. Love
Zy isalsoaformof wealth.

enthusiasm and good health. Along with
this, the courage to rise above laziness,
desires and inner impurities.

@ Vijay Lakshmi - Theability to
overcome negativity and adversity.
‘When challenges arise, one knows how
toemerge victorious.

alargemall orasimilarly capacious building.

Our babus obviously are so fond of their files and other paperwork, all
safely preserved and tied up with red tape, that they cannot bear to part with
them until prodded to do so by ministerial dikta

Indeed ther rned, m ther willhelpin
part to pay babu salaries, a consideration that might well induce them to
become even more adhesive to their work.

The libertarian aphorism goes that that govt is best which governs least. A
bureaucratic version of thiscould be that that babu works best who works least.

reportedly spooking Ultra High Net Worth  based solely on: monetary ® Dhanya Lakshmi - The ® Vidya Lakshmi - A life enriched
(UHNISs), lookmg wealth I to ability tomanifest resources. by literature, music, the arts, true
havens. In Indi onewho One who does not hesitaleto scriptures, good company, meaningful
parlance thisisnot merely aﬂlghl of doesnot embody alleight spendon conversationsand inner wisdom.
billionaires; it is Lakshmi, th f Lakshmi THE SPEAKING TREE on theirown nour 1shment True prosperity unfolds when all eight
‘wealth, deserting the once-great empire cannot by ® GajLakshmi-A petals of Lakshmi blossom within us-when
onwhich the sun never set. truly wealthy. Thisis personality with dignity wealth isnot merely counted in currency,
Lakshmiemerged why th of Asht and gravity, amind that but feltas balance, wisdom, strength and
durmg the Samudra Manthan—the great Lakshmi - the eight issteady, and apresence grace in every aspect of life.
ning. Seated onalotus, she forms of prosperity-is that isnaturally feltin “You reap what you sow” is notjusta
carriedapotof nectar coveted by boththe  emphasised. A person any gathering. biblical principle - it is amoral compass
asurs and devs. She declared herself the must bestron; ®SantanLakshmi- forattainingexistential bliss. Do good
goddess of wealthand prosperity. Lakshmi  ineach of theseaspects. Harmony withinfamily,  deedsand youwill not have tosuffer;
blesses those who worship her with The: elght forms of children whodonot dobad evenif you W
abundance, but the nature of abundance PUN OF THE DAY: Lakshmi is fleeing become asource of consequences m Lhe shortrun, you
isnot limited to wads of cash. Since wealth ® Ad.lLakshml ‘The UK for Dubai (Source: sorroy h ic when the
alone is not a true measure of prosperity, awarenessthat Tamnot —_________ to pass on know ledge wheel of karm m:ns Somethingsimilar
Dhan Lakshmi isaccompanied by seven thebody, Tam the soul, and Texist from received froma ithIndia’s former colonial

other forms, completing Asht Lakshmi

the very beginning.’ Toawaken this

® Veer Lakshmi - Strength, joy,

mastel 's-thenot-so-Great Britain.
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Indo-China: The faultlines
that refuse to blur

The detention of Prema Thongdok, an Arunachal
Pradesh woman, at Shanghai Airport has triggered a
fresh diplomatic storm between India and China

China has once again indulged in its theatrics to claim that
Arunachal Pradesh is its territory. It has been doing this for
long but this time the victim was an innocent traveller from
Arunachal Pradesh. The brief detention and harassment of
Prema Wangjom Thongdok at Shanghai Pudong i
Airport has once again brought to fore the simmering
tension beneath the surface of India-China relations. This is
despite the recent thaw in the relations at the higher levels.

For Prema layover on a routine international journey
turned into an 18-hour ordeal, with Chinese authorities
declaring her Indian passport “invalid” because it had
Arunachal Pradesh as her place of birth. China's territorial
claims over Arunachal Pradesh, which it refers to as
“Zangnan" or southern Tibet, frequently manifest in such
petty tactics.

An Indian citizen was detained not on security grounds,
but on identity and nationality is unacceptable to every
Indian. China has hardened posture on border claims, under
President Xi Jinping. Of late China has indulged in creating
irritants even in sports - archers, wushu athletes and
university competitors have been denied entry into China.

The Sino India border conflict over Arunachal Pradesh is
rooted in the 1914 Simla Convention, where the McMahon
Line was drawn by the British and Tibetan representatives.
China participated but refused to sign the final agreement.
India accepted the McMahon Line at independence. The two
Asian giants have clashed over border dispute several times —
from the 1962 war to the 1975 Tulung La incident and the
2020 Galwan Valley face off.

China has time and again resorted to provocations. It
objected to the Dalai Lama's visits, renaming of Indian
villages, Indian dam approvals in response to Chinese
hydropower projects, and most recently, naming of a
mountain peak after the sixth Dalai Lama.

However, the provocation so far have been confined to
diplomatic level but Thongdok's case shows that they spill
into civilian life, complicating travel, and the experiences of
ordinary people.

While recent engagements between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping hinted at cautious
cooperation, neither country has shifted its fundamental
strategic stance. India must insist that international transit
norms be respected and that unilateral interpretations of
territorial claims cannot dictate global travel protocols.

Besides, infrastructure and border management must be
strengthened . At the same time, both nations must
recommit to dialogue mechanisms that prevent such
flashpoints from escalating into larger crises.

Incidents like Thongdok's may appear minor in isolation,
but they point to a larger truth: until the border dispute is
meaningfully addressed, every interaction remains a

potential battleground.
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Vendors warm themselves near a small fire on a cold winter morning, at
Ghazipur mandi, in New Delhi
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INDIA'S TEST COLLAPSE
DEMANDS ANSWERS

PHOTO: PTI

Apropos the news report, "Second
whitewash at home: India
surrenders to South Africa” (Nov
27).

India’s 0-2 series defeat to South
Africa at home marks one of the
most dispiriting moments in the
nation's Test history. Losing by a
record 408 runs and conceding
the series within barely five days
of collective resistance reflects
not only technical shortcomings
but also an alarming erosion of
confidence.

After South Africa coach Shukri
Conrad declared that his team
wanted India to "grovel,” a
spirited response from the hosts
was expected. Instead, the Indian
batting order collapsed
repeatedly, unable to counter spin
or build meaningful partnerships.
The recurring failures against
high-quality spin, exposed earlier
by Mitchell Santner and now by

Simon Harmer's exceptional 17-
wicket series haul, raise deeper
concerns about skill,
temperament and application.
Gautam Gambhir's observation
that the team is in transition
offers perspective but does not
conceal glaring issues in
approach, shot selection and
adaptability. The struggles of
players such as Sai Sudharsan,
combined with the swift
dismissals of the all-rounders,
highlighted inadequate
preparedness for challenging
final-day conditions.
With the defeat pushing India to
fifth in the World Test
Championship table, the path to
the final has become
considerably tougher. A decisive
course correction is essential
before forthcoming tours test this
side again.

SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Reclaiming soft power for a new global era

India must urgently reimagine its soft power for today’s world. Though its legacy spans Ayurveda to Al and yoga to zero—built
on dialogue over domination—campaigns like “Incredible India have not fully translated this richness into global influence.
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India’s patent civilisational depth and vivid cul-
turality have been described as its latent (and
underutilized) soft power. From Ayurveda to
Artificial Intelligence (Al), from yoga to zero, the
timeless wisdom of this ancient land con-
vinces without conquest. Its resonance is pred-
icated on dialogue and not on domination.
Terms like “Incredible India,” “Brand India,"” or
even “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam™ (literally, the
world is one family) have been used intermit-
tently to assert this reality, but the results are
not commensurate with the riches that India has
to offer.Invoking sovereign pride as a means of
a nation’s soft power was perhaps first present-
ed in the form of “Cool Britannia” for the United
Kingdom.

The term itself was a cheesy pun on the song
“Rule, Britannia” — it attempted to front a hip,

sparkling, and aspirational set of British outpour-
ings designed to mesmerize the world. Starting
in the mid-90s, it got a fillip with the advent of

Tony Blair (“New Labour” fame), who was keen THE CHALLENGE

to shed the dour and shoddy shibboleths of the

past to present a fresh and exciting proposition TO A “COOL

of everything British. Suddenly the times that INDIA/N” PROJECT
were birthed “Britpop” as a genre with the likes WILL ALWAYS BE
of Oasis, Blur, Spice Girls, etc., movies like Full THAT IT WILL
Monty, and movie characters like the mumbling- REMAIN

fumbling, charming, and yet so quintessential-

ly posh Englishmen like Hugh Grant or Colin SUSCEPTIBLE TO
Firth. FIXATIONS THAT

The global tabloids were ablaze with head- ARE POLITICAL OR
lines that screamed that London was “the PARTISAN.

coolest city on the planet."Similarly, the recent-
ly elected Prime Minister of |apan, Sanae
Takaichi, was earlier the Cabinet Minister of
“Cool Japan.” |Japan has a full-fledged Ministry
that aims to globally sell Japan as an “it" place,
with allits uniquely Japanese products, services,
and imagery. It has a defined objective to show-
case everything that “encompasses everything
from video games, manga, anime, and other
forms of content, fashion, commercial products,
Japanese cuisine, and traditional culture to
robots, eco-friendly technologies, and other
high-tech industrial products.” Today, one has
to be living under a rock to not have been con-
fronted with a barrage of J-Pop, Hello Kitty, Sushi,
or even Zen philosophy.

The smallest towns in the heartland of India
abound with vernacularised versions of
Doraemon, Shinchan, Ninja Hatori, Pokemon,
etc. Like for Britain in the mid-90s and thereafter,
soon The New York Times was writing about
“Year in Ideas: Pokemon Hegemon." But what
very few people realized was that this was an
outcome of a very deliberate national strategy

The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt
Govemor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and

Puducherry
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to rescript perceptions about Japan in the after-
math of World War 2. The imperial history of
Japan had been bloody, brutal, and known to
be thoroughly oppressive and expansionist —
post World War 2, Japan needed to recalibrate
and invoke its unique and latent soft power
to endear itself to the world at large, and so
“Cool Japan” was conceptualized.

India, which too seeks to claim its rightful
place in the comity of nations, needs a simi-
larly thought-through, packaged, and holistic
program to appeal to the rest of the world. It
need not be ponderous, heavy, and too puri-
tanical (as the appeal for the same gets
restrictive), but like the culturally rich Japanese
storyline, it needs to craft its
antiquity in a more contemporary
and palatable manner.

Food,” Bollywood is a great

ations that are political or partisan. Thus, the
form that such a project would invariably take
would always be saddled with cherry-picked
ideological frontages and preferences of the
dispensation of the day, to valorise or dimin-
ish elements simultaneously. Often the chosen
elements could depend on what the govern-
ment seeks to showcase, as opposed to what
could naturally appeal to the sensibilities of
the larger world outside.

Another lingering concern has been the stark
disability to contemporize our cultural assets
and codes in a way that could appeal to a
younger and more uninitiated
generation.Increasingly, from Canada, USA, to

the UK, there are spiraling con-
cerns about Indian B-1 visa
seekers, asylum seekers, uncouth

toised (non-inclusive) existence

Inadvertently, besides “Indian "d:he ‘J]ioneer Indian tourists, and the ghet-
| SINCE 1865 |

example of soft power assertion.

It managed what Joseph Nye
said about the ability of soft
power: “to get whatyou want through attrac-
tion rather than coercion or payments. It arises
from the attractiveness of a country’s culture,
political ideals, and policies.” But this too was
uncoordinated, organic, and a disjointed
outcome. Therefore, despite the fact that the
number of Indian movies far outnumber the
Japanese output, the Japanese have an edge
in the number of Oscars won by their indus-
try and people. Even “Indian Food" has strug-
gled with its ability to morph into Michelin-
friendly formats, unlike Japanese food.

The challenge to a “Cool India/n” project will
always be that it will remain susceptible to fix-

of its diaspora. The sometimes

unfair image of stereotypical

bargain-seekers, gawky starers,
oreven pesky tele-callers requires correction.
The days of snake-charmers and impoverished
fakirs are long gone as India marches ahead
confidently and purposefully. Admittedly, the
odd Indian (like any citizen from any country)
can bring shame with their conduct, but that
cannot frame the totality of perceptions about
India or Indians.

We too need to emerge from the dual and
contradictory shadows of humility and arro-
gance by putting our best foot forward, grace-
fully. A governmental initiative that goes
beyond the bureaucratic and dated Festivals
of India, a la a “Cool India,” beckons.

Can we teach our children to stand strong?

ASHA
IYER KUMAR

2
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Itwas in the same week when two students, one in Delhi
and another in Jaipur, died by suicide, unable to bear the
harassmentand bullying they faced in school, that | heard
of two teenage breakdowns within my own circle. If the
timing of these was a coincidence, itwas a cruel one. A coin-
cidence that confirms what we have long refused to
acknowledge: our children are suffering.

They are suffering despite everything we claim to do for
their comfort and happiness. Their world, which we assume
is cushioned with care and opportunity, is instead filled
with threats, tension and tears. We remain oblivious to the
storms brewing behind their composed faces, their disci-
plined routines, their rehearsed smiles until one day they

decide that they are alone in this, and that the lonely battle
must end.

The pattern is repeating with alarming regularity and
itisunclearifitis being addressed enough. There is concern,
sympathy and calls for stringent action against those who
create conditions that lead our children to do unthinkable
things. But there is no clarity or understanding of what ails
them, what drives them to consider self-harm or suicide
as the only resort they have when faced with external
threats and inner turbulence, and above all, what as parents
and teachers we could do to save them.

The world today is far more open that it used
to be back in our days. Their exposure tothe _____
rawness of life and its vagaries is unchecked, and fT]'
their once naive, little space is now contaminat- (,, J [ 4 J

the unspoken expectation to be emotionally invincible. They
are lonely even when surrounded by people who love them,
because instead of parents, they seek love in their friends
who are as waylaid as them. They are afraid of teachers
who intimidate, of peers who mock, of parents who
compare, ofa world that measures worth in ways they do
not fully understand.

They must be taught to face what frightens them, chal-
lenge what diminishes them and speak against what vio-
lates their spirit. They must become warriors by discover-
ing within themselves a core that no bully, no insult, no

exclusion, no failure can break. A core
made of emotional intelligence, moral

- courage, self-trust, and an inner compass
plo“eer that does not sway with every external

ed with negative influences. Competition, com-

parison and intimidation are not confined to [ SINC
classrooms alone. There are devils in every corner

waiting to pounce on them. The threats come wearing
many disguises - peers who wield power through mockery,
teachers who mistake discipline for dominance, institu-
tions that still believe fearis a legitimate tool of regulation,
and the relentless online world that creates distorted
images of life. We keep asking why children are breaking
down. They are exhausted, not merely by academics, but
by the constant need to belong, the pressure to be perfect,

E 1865 | storm. And it is this cultivation of inner
strength that we have so far failed to pri-
oritise. In our zeal to protect them from dis-

comfort, we have forgotten to prepare them for reality. If

aharsh world cannot be softened overnight, then we must
teach our children how to meet it without collapsing. To
understand that setbacks are not catastrophes. To find
within themselves the resolve to fight back, speak up, seek
help, and keep moving.
( The witer is a Dubai-based author, columnist, j
i tand children's writing

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COP30 Outcome Raises Key Concerns

COP30 concluded in Belém, Brazil, with nations
adopting the Belém Package as the primary negotiated
outcome. Guided by the "Mutirao text’, it highlighted
unity and collective responsibility in mobilising global
resources to address climate change.
A major decision was the commitment to triple
adaptation finance by 2035. The launch of the Global
Implementation Accelerator and the Belém Mission
further reinforced global intent to uphold the 1.5°C
target set under the 2015 Paris Agreement. Optimism
was also sparked by the pledge to counter climate
disinformation and by two new roadmaps aimed at
halting deforestation and transitioning away from fossil
fuels. India, along with other Global South nations,
stressed equity and climate justice, calling for
predictable, grant-based climate finance rather than
loan-driven mechanisms.
The Global South’s reaffirmation of the principle of
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) and
its opposition to trade-related restrictive measures
such as the EU's CBAM demonstrated a united stance
against climate inequity. However, the absence of a
clear roadmap for moving away from fossil fuels
remains a major shortcoming.

PRASUN KUMAR DUTTA | KOLKATA

India Must Protect Its Women

The editorial, "India's Fight Against Crime Against
Women," rightly highlights the continuum of violence
that women confront across social and professional
backgrounds. From dowry burns and domestic abuse to
rape, harassment and coercion within live-in
relationships, the range of crimes demonstrates how
deeply gendered violence persists in India.
Legal reforms have broadened over the years, yet
structural inequalities that enable such violence require
urgent attention. According to the Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) 2023-24, male literacy stands at 87.2
per cent while female literacy is only 74.6 per cent,
reflecting a 12.6-percentage-point gap. This disparity
curtails women's agency, reduces awareness of their
rights and weakens their capacity to seek justice.
Without addressing these inequities, punitive laws
alone cannot curb gender-based violence. Equally
critical is the need for empathetic policing, faster
judicial processes and community systems that
encourage reporting rather than silencing survivors.
India’s fight against violence cannot rely on legislation
alone. Change requires dismantling social norms that
normalise control over women while empowering
them through education and institutional support.
HARSH PAWARIA | ROHTAK

Bribery in Medical Education

The recent ED searches across multiple States in the
NMC bribery probe reveal not merely isolated wrong-
doing but a deeper decay within the medical-educa-
tion ecosystem.

When institutions entrusted with shaping future
doctors resort to illicit means for approvals, the
damage extends far beyond administrative malprac-
tic, it undermines public confidence in healthcare
itself. Medical colleges are not factories for degrees;
they are sanctuaries where competence, ethics and
compassion must be cultivated.

Bribery corrodes this foundation, disadvantages
honest institutions, demoralises students and ulti-
mately compromises patient safety.

This scandal must serve as a wake-up call.
Transparent inspections, digital audit trails and
independent oversight panels are essential to restore
accountability.

More importantly, India must foster a culture in
which integrity is valued as highly as infrastructure
and compliance.

Without such reforms, the credibility of medical
training - and the trust patients place in future doctors,
will continue to deteriorate.

VUAYKUMAR HK | RAICHUR
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Modinomics: The architecture behind GST reforms

Recent data and policy shifts show that prisons can evolve into centres of learning, productivity, and real rehabilitation. With rising prison industry output and
inmates eager to work and learn, the question now is not about possibility, but about India’s readiness to scale this transformation.

DEEPAK
PRAKASH

India’s growth story has a new chapter.
When the Modi government was elected to
power in 2014, it brought a new hope of
development. Through the years, govern-
ment took steps to transform the dynamics
of India’s economy positively. First break-
through came with jan Dhan Yojna which
promoted the principles of financial inclu-
sivity. For the first time in India, banking was
made highly accessible to the common
masses. This had set the stage for Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) where the citizens got
the disbursed funds directly into their bank
accounts. Former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi gave a statement in Kalahandi
regarding corruption thatif the government
sends 1 rupee, the final beneficiary gets 15
paise. This has become a thing of the past.
Now, the exact amount disbursed by the
government reaches the final beneficiary
under the Modi government. The govern-
ment subsequently brought schemes like
MUDRA Yojna, Goods and Services Tax (GST),
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojna, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojna, Make in India and many
more revolutionary steps for the welfare of
citizens. Now, the Modi government has
brought GST Reforms and reemphasised the
significance of Swadeshi goods.

The Next Generation GST Reforms by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have brought
arevolution in the country. At a time when
the global order is going through great
churning, India is gradually building itself as
a Self-Reliant power which is Atmanirbhar
Bharat. The GST slabs were four in number
earlier which were 28%, 18%, 12% and 5%. Now
they have been simplified into two slabs 18%
and 5%. Several goods have been brought to
the lower slab or made nil, providing great
relief to the citizens. At the same time, the
government is pushing for Swadeshi goods.
Leading by example, Home Minister Amit
Shah shifted to Zoho Mail which was fol-
lowed by rest of the country.

The reforms came amidst the festive
season. True respect has been paid to our
most revered Maa Durga during Navratri. In
2017, the Modi Government ended the
regime of tax terrorism by introducing
Goods and Services Tax (GST). It ended the
plethora of taxes and rationalised the

system. Earlier, there were multiple taxes
like VAT, Octroi, Excise and other taxes. This
contributed to a difficulty in doing busi-
ness and burdened the end consumer. But
today, we are a witness to how the gov-
ernment can actually promote ‘Ease of
Doing Business.' The alignment is with the
vision of building a sustainable living stan-
dard for every individual in the country.

IN THE QUEST TO
MAKE HOUSING
MORE AFFORDABLE,
THE RATE OF BASIC
ITEMS SUCH AS
CEMENT, MARBLE

AND GRANITE ' Th? Sl;lpphfltcgali?' off the crl);lm:rybh?]_sl ?a\t/re, also 5gco|me cgea?ar]. Th_its'will cater
argely benefited. It is favourable to bol o the medical needs of the citizens.
BLOCKS HAS COME the sellers and consumers. On one side, Education is one of the top priorities of
DOWN. THE employment generation is taking place, the government. It has undertaken various
GOVERNMENT’S and on the other side, the consumers are  initiatives to make education more acces-
PRIORITY OF getting better leverage. Thisis anideal con-  sible and inclusive. From opening schools
UNIVERSAL dition for the market. Growth is prosper-  to bringing in NEP 2020, the government
HOUSING HAS ing across dlfferent sectors. has taken many initiatives.
From essential goods, tex- T - These reforms bring down the
GAINED TRACTION tjles, healthcare, education (/!]3 ,pwuecr prices of stationery and books.
AFTER THIS MOVE to technology, every aspect BN TA3EEYYI !t shows the commitment

has been touched.

The writer, a former
Jharkhand BJP President, is
a Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha) & Member of
BIP's National Executive

@ deepakprakashbip
€ edprakashbjp

@ dailypioneer human needs.

The Modi government, which provided
LPG cylinders to every household, is pro-
viding cheaper utensils by slashing the
taxes. But more importantly, the prices of
food items have also come down due to
these reforms. The reduction in grocery bill
supports household budget. It all takes an
empathic government to consider such
basic points which are fundamental to

Healthcare was one of the most neglect-

towards building strong funda-
mentals for education. Farmers are very
close to the Prime Minister’s heart. He has
taken several welfare initiatives in their
favour. The new reforms bring down the
GST on tractors from 18% to 5% Farm
machinery and items like bio-pesticides,
micro-nutrients and other essentials for
farming have become more economical.
The agriculture sector will surely get a

competitive edge.

ed areas and was taken for granted. But
the Modi Government made necessary

From Air C

interventions. After taking a profound step
like Ayushman Bharat, these reforms are
a partof an important move. Both health
and life insurance have been brought to
0% slab. Insurance coverage and penetra-
tion will automatically broaden the base.
Medical equipment, drugs and medicines

In today’s age of technology, electron-

reforms perfect.

icitems are fundamental to human needs.
iti isions, the
prices have been slashed down. In festi-
val season, people have purchased elec-
tronic items, especially during the week
of Diwali and on the occasion of
Dhanteras. This has made the timing of the

The Automobile Sector becomes
another gainer. Financial institutions are
reporting unprecedented demand for
new motor vehicles. Cars and bikes have
become more affordable especially cher-
ishing the dreams of the middle class and
lower middle class. With a single stroke,
the whole sector has been taken towards
the upside. In this festive season of Durga
Puja and Diwali, people buy new clothes
for themselves. This is resulting in the
upsurge of sales in the textile industry.
People are being able to buy cheaper
clothes. The textile industry supports a sig-
nificant part of the population which will
definitely have greater wages and profit.

In the quest to make housing more
affordable, the rate of basic items such as
cement, marble and granite blocks has
come down. The government’s priority of
universal housing has gained traction after
this move. Both builders and buyers are
happy as the real estate sector becomes
more cost-effective. The toy industry,

FIRST

Column

which has already grown after the Prime
Minister's call for Swadeshi toys is bene-
fiting from this move. After his call, the
market capitalisation industry has grown
by leaps and bounds, projected to reach
USD 3 billion by 2028 before the reforms.
These reforms will prove to be a game-
changer for the toy industry as well.

The number of sectors that have been
positively pushed by these GST Reforms
are beyond comprehension. From small-
scale traders to large industries, it provides
impetus to all. Definitely, it will further
propel the boom of Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSME) along with the
Startups. These enterprises will have a
greater role to play in the future.

The Modi government is simultaneous-
ly promoting Swadeshi goods. As a
staunch ambassador of Vocal for Local, the
government has created both domestic
and international marketspace for goods
that are made in India. Prime Minister Modi
urged people they use Swadeshi goods. It
should be a matter of pride to use
Swadeshi products. This will directly
empower the indigenous industries and
support them economically. In turn, it will
largely benefit the growth of the country.

The use of Swadeshi goods helps in
employment generation in the country.
The workforce of the country will greatly
benefit, and the growth of employment is
directly proportional to it. The MSME
sector, which employs 62% of India’s
employment according to the report of
McKinsey Global Institute (MGI). This
sector is projected to grow further due to
the Swadeshi initiative. The mantra of
“Har Ghar Swadeshi, Ghar Ghar Swadeshi”
has become a movement in the country.
Consciousness is constantly rising among
the citizens. The Startup culture, which is
directly patronised by the Modi govern-
ment, is taking the sale of Swadeshi
goods to greater heights. Initiatives such
as ‘One District One Product’ are being sup-
ported by the government.

The Prime Minister has given a call to the
citizens of the country to build technolo-
gy and present innovative solutions. This
will definitely give India a chance to
compete on the global platform in a
more assertive way. We have the poten-
tial to build the leading tech companies
of the future. Definitely, this can make
India the tech capital of the world.

Please read the full article online at
www.dailypioneer.com

India’s Javelin Missile Deal and Its Impact
on Future Battlefield Preparedness

SANJOY
BANERJEE

The last short lived skirmish with Pakistan,
Operation Sindoor, was essentially a display
of India’s ability to destroy enemy targets over
long distances with superior missile power.
A conventional war with our eastern or
western adversaries will not be restricted to
only air power, missiles or long distant
artillery. All the elements of Bharat's war
machinery will be engaged in the eventual-
ity of a full scale war of any magnitude.

The terrain and geography of India's
western neighbour demand heavy involve-
ment of Armoured Vehicles like
Battle Tanks and Armoured
Personal Carriers from both sides
which is evident from the Indo-Pak
battles 0f 1965 and 1971. Anti Tank
Guided Missiles (ATGM) play a very important
role against enemy Battle Tanks and
Armoured Personal Carriers. It is in this
aspect that the recent India-USA deal for
procuring Javelin missiles has garnered so
much attention.

Developed by Raytheon and Lockheed
Martin of USA, the latest variant of Javelin
missile is one the most potent and lethal
ATGMs that the world has ever seen. It has a
fantastic 94 per cent hit probability and has
exhibited its efficacy in the ongoing war
between Russia and Ukraine. The missile
system is man-portable and can be carried by
one trained soldier because of its light
weight. An Armoured Vehicle or any other
target can be effectively engaged upto a dis-
tance of 2500 metres with the optical sight
or thermal imaging (for low light and night
conditions).

The distance can be extended upto 4750
metres with a different launcher. Once the
target is locked on, the missile is fired and it
homes on to the target with the help of an
inbuilt Infra Red Imaging seeker. In the case
of Armoured Tanks, there is an option for Top
Down attack wherein the missile takes an
upward trajectory and comes down aiming
at the top or turret of the enemy Battle Tank
which is the most vulnerable part and has less
armour protection than the rest of the tank.
The tandem charge of the missile consists of

N
The Pioncer
EEDTIEEETEE  and other targets. For safety of the

a precursor charge to cater for reactive
armour protection and then is a lethal main
charge which destroys the Battle Tank. The
Javelin ATGM also has a Direct
Attack mode for targeting
bunkers, buildings, helicopters

operator from a backblast, the
Javelin has a soft launch, that is, the missile
is initially ejected to a safe distance by a small
gas charge and thereafter the rocket engine
gets fired and take the missile to its target.
Itis a ‘Fire and Forget’ missile which allows
the firer to immediately disengage and move
away to a safer location or engage another
target. The soft launch also allows the missile
to be safely fired from bunkers, buildings and
constricted spaces.

Bharat will be able to equip only limited
troops for engaging enemy armoured ele-
ments with this initial deal of 100 [avelin mis-
siles and 25 Command Launch Units (launch-
ers for the missile). Negotiations are being
carried out for producing the Javelin missiles
in India. The critical requirement of Anti Tank
Missile systems is presently being catered by
the latest version of Carl Gustav Rocket
Launchers (of Swedish origin but being pro-
duced in India since long) and the Konkurs
and Kornet missiles of Russian origin (also
being produced in India).

India’s efforts for indigenous ATGM systems
has been successful and the man portable
variant of Nag missile, a third-generation, fire-
and-forget, all-weather anti tank guided
missile developed by DRDO, would be India’s
answer to Javelin. The Nag ATGM and its vari-
ants have successfully undergone user trials
and will be inducted after the necessary tech-
nical formalities.

The Javelin ATGM can be a very effective
force multiplier for India in the eventuality of
awar with Pakistan. During armour engage-
ments in the deserts of Rajasthan or in the
plains of Punjab, the Javelin missiles can be
used to hunt and destroy enemy battle tanks
and other armoured elements.

They can also be used against low flying
attack helicopters and to blow up command
bunkers, ammunition and fuel dumps. In the
mountains they can be used to counter
movement by targeting enemy troop convoys
and replenishment vehicles besides carrying
out stand-offattack on important headquar-
ters. The Fire and Forget capability of the
Javelin missiles can help the firers to Shoot
and Scoot for escaping or engaging other
targets. Modern movement of heavy equip-
ment and logistical capabilities allow
armoured tanks to be moved up the moun-
tains. Though they have limited maneuver-
ability in the mountains, the battle tanks are
used as mobile pill boxes with lethal and
enhanced fire power. After the Galwan inci-
dent, India and China deployed armoured
tanks on both sides of the borders in eastern
Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh, where the flat
stretches of land and cold desert plateaus can
be potential arenas for intense and concen-
trated tank battles. The Javelin ATGMs will be
very effective in such situations.

Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missiles can be
part of the arsenal for parachute battalions
and special forces units. Once these forces are
launched behind enemy lines, they can
wreck havoc by using these Javelin missiles
on vital installations and enemy bases.

With India making a deal with USA for
Javelin ATGMs, chances are almost nil that
Pakistan too will get the same missile from
USA. However, Pakistan can bid for the
Chinese H|-12, nicknamed China’s |avelin, at
their on peril. While Javeline has been the
cynosure of all the militaries during the
initial phase of Russian Ukraine war and form
a part of the arsenal of more than 20 coun-
tries, like most of the Chinese military arma-
ment, not much is known about the efficacy
of the HJ-12 missile.

After the Javelin ATGMs are received and
necessary familiarisation and training is
carried out on simulators and otherwise, the
authorities in charge will know best how to
deploy and utilise them while India's adver-
saries may, at best, keep guessing.

Colonel Sanjoy Banerjee (Retd) is e dailypioneer
lan Indian Army veteran with over

service in the [x]
[Corps of Engineers, with combat
experience in J&K and Northeast
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Fight to save one of the very
few leftover city forests in Delhi

a5y

ROHIT
PRASAD

With the soaring AQls, people finding it liter-
ally impossible to breathe and the start of long
pending discussion on the removal of green
cover off the Aravalli and how Delhi lost its
green shield which saved it from the dust for
centuries, it is imperative that every citizen
values every single standing tree not just in
solitude but as a intertwined network which
selflessly makes our cities liveable.

Delhi’s Deer Park has been a fine example
of conservation of deer and as a green beltin
the heart of Delhi, which not just helps us
breathe but also provides a learning ground
for city kids to understand biodiversity in its
entirety.

When the DDA decided to move the Deer
from the Deer Park few years ago, alarm bells
went off and some environmentalists includ-
ing Verhaen Khanna, Barun Bhanot and
Jeevesh Gupta along with their NGOs, New
Delhi Nature Society and Campaign For
Differently Abled picked up the cudgel to
expose the mi: of the

ment in the functioning of the AN |ha Deer Park
but has also appointed a Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) to conduct an independent,
on-ground assessment covering, actual pop-
ulation at Deer Park, its ecological carrying
capacity, survival status of deer already
shifted to Rajasthan, and a scientific, welfare-
compliant roadmap for any future relocation.
Further, the Court has asked the DDA to
explain, within eight weeks, the reduction in
the AN |ha Deer Park area and to

deer park, stop the movement of »-TI N stop leasing the park for commer-
Deers and ensure that the land €€ tplﬂ“tﬂ' cial events from now onwards.
does not fall into the wrong hands. LTI

The case which was dismissed by
the High Court allowing the movement of Deer
in favour of the DDA was move by Verhaen and
Jeevesh in the Supreme court where they not
just got a stay on the deer movement but also
managed to expose the illegal jhuggis having
come up in the middle of the deer park, sale
of ducks from the district park lake and no
international protocols and guidelines being
followed for movement of deers.

During the hearing of the case on 26th
November 2025, the Supreme Court observed
that the translocation protocol and best prac-
tices incorporated in the guidelines issued by
the Central Zoo Authority and IUCN Guidelines
were not adhered to during the translocation
of deer from Deer Park to Ramgarh Vishdhari
Tiger Reserve and Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve
in the State of Rajasthan.

There is no documentary evidence of pre-
translocation genetic screening, tagging, tran-
quilisation protocols, veterinary fitness certi-
fication, or behavioural acclimatisation.

The Supreme Court has not just set aside the
Delhi High Court's ruling which refused to
interfere with the DDA’s chronic mismanage-

Conclusion

The Supreme Court's intervention marks a
turning point not just for the AN |ha Deer Park,
but for how Delhi - and India - approaches
urban ecology as a whole. At a time when the
city is gasping under hazardous AQI levels and
battling the consequences of decades-long
environmental neglect, the Court's decision
reinforces a critical truth: preserving natural
assets is not a luxury but a civic obligation.

Deer Park is more than a green pocket; it i
a living classroom, a biodiversity refuge, and
one of the last remaining buffers protecting
Delhi from complete ecological collapse. The
Court's insistence on scientific norms, trans-
parent governance, and accountability sets an
important precedent for all future wildlife and
green-belt decisions.

The author s a Professor of
Economics and Public
Policy at MDI Gurgaon. He
has a Ph.D. in Economic
Theory from SUNY Stony
Brook, USA.
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CWGin Ahmedabad

A chance to transform sporting culture

S expected, India has earned the hosting

rights for the 2030 Commonwealth Games

(CWGQ) in Ahmedabad. India’s first mega

sporting event since the controversy-ridden

2010 CWG in Delhi would demonstrate its
preparedness and commitment for dreaming big —
hosting the 2036 Olympics in Ahmedabad. The
announcement could not hide the grim reality that
plagues Indian sport — systemic neglect and indiffer-
ence. Twin tragedies in Haryana led to two basketball
players dying after the poles collapsed.

Ahmedabad is tipped to be transformed into the coun-
ry’s sports capital. Officials are confident of the venues
being ready by early 2029. The first big test will be the
World Police and Fire Games in October 2029. More than
9,500 personnel are set to participate. The evaluation
committees assess candidate cities against a wide range
of criteria, of which infrastructure is one aspect. Techni-
cal delivery, athlete experience and governance rank as
high. The cricket-obsessed country has made strides on
avariety of parameters, though the unprofessional con-
trol of sports federations remains a contentious issue.

‘Why Ahmedabad and not other cites as the chosen
venue is now not central to the discussion. The focus
ought to be on how to leverage the CWG hosting rights
to stir up the sporting culture and ecosystem across the
country —in an unbiased manner, based on region-spe-
cific needs. It's a mammoth ask, but an opportunity not
to be missed. For anation wishing to host the Olympics,
the goal has to be bigger than showcasing its capability
as an able organiser. The targets must be more ambi-
tious — firming up its sporting prowess by injecting
money and support, inculcating the love for sport in an
average Indian and providing at least the basic facili-
ties. Now's the time to make amends and up the game.

No magic wand

Time Delhi got a unified clean-air plan

ELHT's polluted winter has once again

forced the nation to confront an unpleasant

th: the crisis is now so chronic that even

thehighest court in the land feels compelled

to remind citizens that it does not possess a

“magic wand” to clear the air The Supreme Court’s
observationis anindictment of decades of blame-shifting
and institutional complacency. For years, Delhi-NCR has
witnessed air quality sinking to hazardous levels every
winter. Yet, the political debate continues to circle famil-
iar culprits: stubble burning, vehicular emissions, con-

OPINION
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Bangladesh awaits a democratic dawn

India should be well prepared to engage with an elected government in Dhaka

© VIKRAMDEEP JOHAL
DEPUTY EDITOR

EMOCRACY  has

rarely survived and

thrived in

Bangladesh. Mili-

tary coups, assassi-
nation of two Presidents (Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Ziaur Rah-
man), autocratic regimes, rigged
elections — this small nation has
seen it all during its 54-year histo-
ry. Now;, it finds itself at a cross-
roads yet again. A parliamentary
election and a nationwide refer-
endum are scheduled to be held
on the same day in February
next year. The referendum per-
tains to the July Charter, which
envisages much-needed politi-
cal reforms through constitu-
tional amendments.

The charter owes its origin to
the ‘student-people’ uprising in
July-August 2024 that overthrew
the repressive government led
by Sheikh Hasina and forced her
to take shelter in India. A brutal
crackdown carried out on her
orders claimed the lives of over
1400 protesters and left hun-
dreds of others maimed. Nowon-
der the deposed Prime Minister
is an integral part of the political
discourse in the run-up to the
elections. Last week, a special tri-
bunal sentenced Hasina and for-
mer home minister Asaduzza-
man Khan Kamal to death on the
charges of ‘“crimes against
humanity”. On Thursday, a
Bangladesh court sentenced her
to 21 years of imprisonment in
three corruption cases.

Hasina-led Awami League
ruled the country without a
break from 2008 to 2024. Thelong
reign was marked by impressive
economic growth, even though
increasing authoritarianism took

its tollon democratic institutions
and constitutional safeguards.
The party has now been reduced
to a bystander in view of suspen-
sion of its activities.

The top contender is the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), led by ex-PM Khaleda
Zia. The Begum’s indifferent
health has prompted her Lon-
don-based son Tarique Rahman
o take charge of the party’s cam-
paign. He appears prominently
on BNP posters and hoardings,
which also carry images of Zia
and her late husband, ex-Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman.

Differences between the inter-
im rulers and the BNP are com-
ing tolight. Earlier thisweek, the
party slammed the government
for signing long-term deals with
foreign companies to operate
key ports. Tarique Rahman has
asserted that an ‘unelected’
administration cannot deter-
mine the country’s future. The
BNP has also accused Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus of
violating the July Charter by
going beyond the scope of earli-

IN EXILE: Deposed PM Sheikh Hasina is an integral part of

ahead of the el REUTERS

Dhakaneedstobe
convinced that allying
with a stable India is
amuchwiser option
than siding with an
unstable Pakistan.

the BNP is already projecting

Amid the poll buzz,
Bangladesh is rightly laying
stress on international outreach,
exemplified by the recent Bay of
Bengal Conversation in Dhaka.
This annual geopolitical forum
showcases the host nation as a
progressive player in the global
scheme of things.

A key foreign stakeholder in
Bangladeshi affairs is none other
than India. The interim govern-
ment hasintensified pressure on
New Delhi to hand over Hasina
so that she can be brought to jus-
tice in Bangladesh. It appears
that India is finally realising
which way thewind isblowing in

itself as the next i

the neighbouring country. The

The BNP's main rival is its
long-term ally, the Jamaat-e-
Islami, which is banking on reli-
gion to win over voters. Also in
contention is the National Citi-
zen Party, which was formed by
students in February and aims
to establish a viable third front.
Students were at the forefront of
the protests last year, but it is
doubtful whether they can
makea significant impact in the

er political Clearly,

Ministry of External Affairs has
stated that India is examining
the request for Hasina’s extradi-
tion and remains committed to
Bangladesh's stability and the
well-being of its people.

It's also important for India to
rebuild ties with Bangladesh
because Pakistan is out to exploit
thesituation created by the Delhi-
Dhaka impasse. Pakistan is set to
export 1,00,000 tonnes of rice to
Bangladesh — a sign of the fast-

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

improving  trade  relations
between the two countries. Dur-
ing the Joint Economic Commis-
sion meeting held in Dhaka last
month, the Pakistani government
offered Bangladesh the use of the
Karachi Port Trust to increase its
trade with other regional coun-
tries, including Central Asian
states and China. Direct flights
between the two nations are
scheduled to begin in December,
while the engagement between
their militaries is also growing.

The majority of the Bangladeshi
citizens today were not even born
when the 1971 War of Liberation
gave birth to their nation. The
genocide carried out by Pakistani
troops, India’s military interven-
tion and humanitarian support—
these are chapters from the dis-
tant past for the voters at large.
The 2024 uprising is the all-impor-
tant epochal event for them; par-
ticipants as well as witnesses see
it as nothing less than ‘Second
Independence’ for their country.

There isalot that India has done
inrecent years to boost infrastruc-
ture development in Bangladesh.
These gains must not be frittered
away. Dhaka needs to be con-
vinced that allying with a stable
India is a much wiser option than
siding with an unstable and unre-
liable Pakistan. The interim dis-
pensation’s Foreign  Affairs
Adviser Touhid Hossain said last
week that Bangladesh would pri-
oritise its national interest and
regional stability rather than
“pick sides”. However, Dhaka
won't find it easy to walk a
tightrope in South Asia.

India, which is closely watch-
ing the developments in the
neighbourhood, should be well
prepared to engage with an
elected government in Dhaka.
Finding a way out of the Hasina
tangle must be a top priority. At
the same time, theimportance of
countering Pakistani propagan-
da cannot be overemphasised.

(This writerwas invited to
participate in the Bay of Bengal
Conversation held in Dhaka
from November 22 to 24)

struction dust, industrial pollution. As the Supreme Court
noted, there is no single reason — because there has nev-
er been a single, coordinated, year-round strategy.

Experts have long emphasised that clean air cannot
be secured through sporadic firefighting. But govern-
ments have perfected the art of short-term optics. They
resort to temporary bans, emergency meetings and
high-decibel blame games while the problem persists.
The court’s insistence that experts and scientists must
lead the solution-building process reinforces what poli-
cymakers should have institutionalised years ago.
Despite repeated judicial nudges, commissions set up
to manage air quality seldom demonstrate the urgency
or authority required. The states most affected often
move in different directions, with little incentive to
cooperate. ile, millions of resid speciall,
those medically compromised, the infants and the eld-
erly, breathe toxic air that erodes their health.

The Supreme Court’s decision to monitor the mat-
ter and seek compliance from Punjab and Haryana on
stubble-burning directives shows a willingness to push
for coordinated action. But a metropolis cannot depend
on courtroom reminders to breathe clean air. Delhi's
smog is man-made. So is the apathy that sustains it.
And the real tragedy is that the crisis persists not
because solutions don’t exist, but because those in pow-
erlack the courage to implement them.

ON THIS DAY.

CBhe Tribune.
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Indians in South Africa
THE Government of India has not seen fit to comply with the
request of the Indian resid in South Africa for ing the

departure of its deputation to that country, but has instead issued
a communique explaining its position in the matter. The main
ground taken up in this communique is that the information
which the deputation is charged to collect is urgently required to
help it in making out its case with regard to the proposed legisla-
tion in South Africa which will come up for consideration in the
South African Parliament early in the new year. And it is evident
that if the investigation had been deferred, no time would have
been left forits execution before the Union Government proceed-
ed with the legislation, and the Government of India would con-
sequently have been seriously handicapped in making neces-
sary representations in regard to that legislation. Our first
comment in regard to his contention is that it is scarcely believ-
able that the South African Indians did not take so obvious an
aspect of the matter into consideration in making the request. If
nevertheless they thought that the deputation would serve no
useful purpose and that its departure should be postponed until
after the arrival of their own deputation in India, it was the clear
duty of the Government of India to have respected that opinion.
The most important thing to be borne in mind in this connection
is that the South African Indians know as much about this mat-
ter as the Government of India can claim to do and know some-
thing more besides, and that they are undoubtedly the best
Jjudges of what is oris not good for them.

There can be no daily democracy without daily citizenship. —ralphNader

Atributeto
unsung heroes

CoL RS NARULA (RETD)

CTS of courage are often immortalised in history books,
recounted in war stories or narrated by elders around a
onfire. Yet true bravery is not confined to the battlefield.
It often emerges in the unlikeliest moments — when fear over-
whelms many people, and an individual dares to act. One such
incident happened in December 2013 at a construction site onthe
premises of Babina Military Station (Uttar Pradesh), where raw
human valour provided a lasting lesson in courage.

It was a crisp, sunlit winter morning. Labourers were curing
a freshly laid slab of a building with water. Watan Singh, the
site foreman, was supervising the work, making sure that
every part of the slab was evenly coated to prevent cracks.

Then, without a warning, the calm was shattered. A piercing
scream tore through the air. Ramji, one of the labourers, sud-
denly began slapping his face and neck wildly. Soon, it became
clear that he was under attack by a swarm of honeybees.

Ramji's desperate cries echoed across the site, but panic
spread faster than help. Workers dropped their tools and fled
out of fear. No one dared to climb the ladder to the rooftop
where Ramji staggered helplessly. He slipped and fell face
down into the shallow layer of water covering theslab. The bees
continued their relentless assault.

Lance Naik BB Rao, who was nearby, witnessed the chaos
and reacted without hesitation. Grabbing two blankets, he
wrapped one around himself as makeshift protection and ran
towards the building. As he climbed the ladder, the bees
attacked him instantly. Some entered his blanket and stung
him. But Rao pushed forward through the excruciating pain.
Reaching Ramji, he threw the second blanket over him and
tried to drag him towards the ladder.

But the bees vented their fury on Rao. Their unrelenting
stings weakened him rapidly. Still, he managed to pull Ramji a
few feet before collapsing near the edge of the slab. Barely con-
scious, h theladder—hi: ge paving
the way for others. Seeing this, Watan Singh realised that delay
would mean certain death for Ramji. Summoning all his
courage, he wrapped himself in another blanket and climbed
into the seething swarm. The bees attacked immediately, but
‘Watan pressed on, reached the unconscious Ramji, and with
immense effort dragged him to the edge. Workers below,
emboldened by his bravery, pulled both men down to safety.

They were rushed to the nearby military hospital, where
Major S Kaur and her nursing assistant acted swiftly —remov-
ing over a hundred stings from Ramji and others, administer-
ing anti-allergic medication and stabilising his breathing.

That day, three individuals stood tall — Rao, whose instine-
tive bravery sparked the rescue; Watan, whose determination
pulled a dying man from the brink; and Major Kaur, whose
timely expertise ensured survival. Their actions reaffirm a
timeless truth: heroism is not about rank or circumstance —it
isabout refusing tolook away when alife hangs in the balance.

Bravo to these unsung heroes — when no one dared, they did.

LETTERS HE EDITOR

Cultural shift to combat junk food
Apropos of ‘Junk food needs a strong policy
dose’; the over-the-counter food is not merely
a dietary choice but a behavioural addiction,
reinforced by instant gratification and emo-
tional satiety. Children reach out for packaged
snacks out of habit, boredom or stress. Some-
times, parents too encourage processed food
in place of home-cooked food. This normalis-
es unhealthy eating patterns. In rural areas,
cheap ultra-processed snacks are replacing
traditional foods. Combating junk-food con-
sumption requires not only stricter regula-
tions but also a cultural shift that promotes
wholesome eating habits.

ASHOK SINGH GULERIA, HAMIRPUR

Discourage bad eating habits
Refer to ‘Junk food needs a strong policy
dose’; the food we eat should come in contact
with heat or agni three times — first during
its cultivation in the fields under the sun,
second while cooking, and third during
digestion inside the body. Junk food breaks
all these essential rules. Such food often con-
tains processed ingredients stored for long
periods. This kind of food culture is slowly
replacing healthy, home-cooked meals from
our platters, especially among youngsters
and working couples. Prioritising small-term
benefits, like taste and convenience, can
have far-reaching consequences. The need of
the hour is to take strong initiative. Aware-
ness, education and supportive public health
measures are necessary to make people get
rid of these unhealthy foods.

ANUP KUMAR GAKKHAR, HARIDWAR

Avoid fresh trouble

Refer tothe Two Views segment ‘A feasible
solution to the imbroglio’ and ‘Why
Chandigarh still eludes Punjab’; Chandi-
garh is financially unmanageable by any
one state. The inclusion of Chandigarh in
Punjab was linked to simultaneous transfer
of designated Hindi-speaking areas of Abo-
har and Fazilka to Haryana overriding the
fact that Kharar tehsil, including Chandi-
garh, had 55% Hindi-speaking population
asperthe 1961 census, a fit case for transfer
to Haryana. Even today, Chandigarh has
more Hindi-speaking lation than Pun-

China can’t be trusted
Apropos of ‘Arunachal row’; India does
not assert itself when it comes to its neigh-
bour China. We have a history with China
of backstabbing — ‘Hindi Chini Bhai
Bhai’ slogan for some years, followed by
its 1962 incursion into India. But, in recent
times, New Delhi has been showing plia-
bility in trade matters. Beijing is always up
to mischief in border areas, trying to trans-
gress a little each time across the Line of
Actual Control. PM Narendra Modi has
unequivocally declared many times that
not an inch of our land is under Chinese
occupation, but is it so?

BM SINGH, AMRITSAR

India’s rare earth reserves
The Union Cabinet's approval of Rs 7,280
cr for the Rare Earth Permanent Magnet
scheme will help cut import dependence
on China and establish a long-term rare
earth reserves ecosystem. Although India
possesses the world's fifth-largest rare
earth reserves, we barely contribute 1 per
cent to the global production. This scheme
is a definitive corrective designed to cap-
ture the entire value chain within Indian
borders. It will ensure that our push for 100
per cent electric mobility and renewable
energy targets will not be held hostage to
external price shocks, tariffs and trade
embargoes. However, fiscal incentives
without necessary political will are not
enough. To translate the scheme into
meaningful benefits, the government must
dismantle the stringent regulatory block-
ade on mining and processing.

MADHVI SHARMA, BY MAIL

Awareness in border areas
Refer to ‘A disturbing trend’; the alarming
rise in Pakistani drug cartels targeting Pun-
Jjab’s adolescents reflects a deeper structur-
al failure than mere policing gaps. It signals
a collapse of both community vigilance and
institutional deterrence. We need to focus on
the social fabric by strengthening school-
based awareness, holding youth engage-
ment programmes and building rehabilita-
tion pathways. Unless Punjab invests
imul ly in security and social

jabi. After 60 years of bifurcation, a new
trouble should be avoided.
ASHOK KUMAR GOEL, PANCHKULA

resilience, an entire generation risks being
trapped in a silent epidemic.
RIDDHI MUDGIL, ZIRAKPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Story-telling amid ShiIIong’§ cherry blossoms

SANJOY HAZARIKA
INDEPENDENT COLUMNIST

T'S that time of the year
in Shillong, capital of
Meghalaya, near but
also far enough from
the Assam valley,
where high-voltage political
challenges and pressures
play out on a daily basis. The
flow of life and the rhythms
of days here are different: the
sun is warm, the skies are
blue and the AQI can be, as in
my neighbourhood, below 10.
Eat your hearts out, Dilliwal-
lahs and all those from the
most polluted cities in the
world, a majority of which are
located in India. The cherry
blossoms are in bloom, their
fragile pink blossoms burst-
ing from the branches.
However, once the sun dips
below the horizon, it's a dif-
ferent story — the weather
turns chilly, dipping to 10
degrees Celsius and below:
The Cherry Blossom Festi-
val has now gathered a signif-
icant following, with fans of
rock, pop and heavy metal
coming not just from the
state butalsoacross the coun-
try tolisten to some of the top
international bands.
In the last season, Ed
Sheeran and the 1990s star
Bryan Adams performed;

this year the Irish group, The
Seript. Bollywood actor and
performer Nora Fatehi and
the DJ Diplo were among the
big attractions at the festival
which combines music with
food, handicrafts and art
exhibitions. Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma said that the
government expected
around 50,000 footfalls.

The push for the monetisa-
tion of musical talent comes
in the background of con-
cerns being expressed pub-
licly about whether Megha-
laya and other parts of the
North-east, with their fragile
ecosystems, hospitable and
diverse communities and
stunning vistas, have the
infrastructure and  social
cohesion to stand up to pre-
dicted huge tourism inflows
over the coming years.

Places such as Shillong and
Sohra (also known as Cherra-
punji) are being aggressively
promoted as new tourist des-
tinations by their own gov-
ernments and the Centre.
Social influencers, especially
YouTubers, lead the way with
abattery of recordings, which
include a mix of correct as
well as misleading state-
ments, images and hype.

Shillong is a hill town, a
small metro when compared
o giant cities like New Delhi,
Mumbai and Kolkata. It has
all the aches and pains of a
growing urban conglomer-
ate, ugly concrete structures
that have taken the place of
the wooden and plaster bun-
galows of old, horrendous
traffic (for several hours
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FESTIVAL

INNOVATION: Celebrated authors like Francesc Mi

every day, especially during
school and office opening
and closing hours) and a
steady continuing influx
from other parts of the state.
New multi-storeyed apart-
ment blocks and office
spaces are springing up
across the city.

Recently, there was a furore
when a wooden bungalow
belonging to the Govern-
ment of Manipur was demol-
ished by a department of that
same government. It was no
ordinary building: it had
both historical and emotion-
al significance for Manipuris
— it was a former residence
of the Manipur Maharaja and
the place where he had
signed his kingdom's acces-
sion to India.

These issues apart, the
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Sangma’s strategy is
built around music,
sports and literature
to fuel
economic growth.

‘Shillong "
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liralles, Banu Mushtaq and Shehan Karunatilaka
participated in the Shillong Literary Festival. PHoTO BY WRITER

state government is pressing
ahead with a strategy to build
an economy anchored in
tourism and also as a rock
capital, a major growth cen-
tre for sports and, according
to the Chief Minister, seeking
to carve a niche role for itself
in the arts and literary space.

Sangma dropped by at
another of the smaller 'festi-
vals', one that comes at the
tail end of the other huge
gigs, the Shillong Literary
Festival (SLF), to explain the
strategy. Speaking to a
packed audience that
included the 2025 Interna-
tional Booker Prize winner
Banu Mushtaq, the celebrat-
ed author of Ikigai Francesc
Miralles and the 2022 Book-
er awardee Shehan
Karunatilaka, Sangma out-

lined a vision and mission
and strategy built around
music, sports and literature
to fuel economic growth.

1t is an unusual approach,
to say the least. But for a
state (like most other North-
eastern states) that raises
little financial resources of

cobbled paths and white
wooden bridge (where visi-
tors are not allowed) was
not lost on authors. One of
them called it the most
beautiful setting for a gath-
ering of writers.

But above the prettiness of
the place, the SLF heard

its own and d on

and

Central funding, this is an
innovative strategy.

Thus, the Rs 23-crore
investment in five major con-
certs last year generated a
nearly six-fold return for the
state, Sangma noted. This
also put money in the pock-
ets of aspiring performing
artistes as well as homestay
owners, cafes and restau-
rants as well as taxi operators
and small shopkeepers.

Authors and visitors lis-
tened to Sangma sketch
some of his favourite projects
which sound refreshingly dif-
ferent to the homilies about
employment trotted out by
other state governments.

Tapping into opportunities
provided by local music tal-
ent, there is now a govern-
ment-led Meghalaya Grass-
roots Music Project (MGMP),
which currently backs over
7,000 artistes. Some of these
musicians and their groups
played to enthusiastic
crowds every evening at the
venue of the literary festival
—thelawns of the small and
pretty British-built Ward's
Lake, which is more than
130 years old.

The magic of this little
space, with its landscaped
lawns sloping to the waters,

conversations, readings as
well as robust engagement
as some of the world's —
and the North-eastern
region's — most celebrated
authors gathered to share
stories, exchange experi-
ences and challenge stereo-
types and prejudices. Last
year's celebrity participants
included Shobhaa De and
Vikram Seth.

Apart from the impressive
turnout of national and inter-
national authors in the
North-east over the past
years, local authors from
Meghalaya, Khasi and Garo
presented in their own lan-
guages and got a chance to
interact with international
and national stars. It was a
point that was articulated by
Sangma, who traced the
SLF's growth from a "small
gathering” to a significant
platform for Meghalaya's
writers who had a 'passion
... desire and will, to write
and to tell a story."

The space for story-telling
is growing even while that for
others may be shrinking. Itis
important to emphasise this
in the context of a small state
and small city where freedom
of expression is embraced
and encouraged.

AIR VICE MARSHAL
ANIL GOLANI (RETD)
DIRECTORGENERAL CENTREFOR
AEROSPACE POWER& STRATEGICSTUDIES

NY accident that

takes place is

tragic, especially

when it results

in the heart
breaking loss of life. The
Tejas crash at the Dubai air
show on November 21 that
took the life of Wg Cdr
Namansh Syal has left the
IAF fraternity and the
nation at large grief-strick-
en, to say the least. While
fighter flying is inherently
risky and entails significant
challenges, display flying
demands even more from
those in the cockpit.

Pilots who conduct low-
level aerobatics and display
flying are not only carefully
chosen for exceptional skill,
professionalism and tem-
perament but also rigorous-
ly trained and mentored.
‘While accidents happen —
and will continue to take
place because of the risks
involved —some come atan
inflection point that
demands critical course cor-
rection, not only for the avi-
ators and air forces but also
for the nation.

Tejas crash raises tough questions for HAL

The loss sustained by the
pilot's family is both pro-
found and irreplaceable
and something they would
have to deal with for the
rest of their lives. The loss
of a professional pilot for
any air force would take
years to overcome.

The court of inquiry will
get to the root cause of the
accident and come out with
recommendations and
remedial measures and one
only has to be patient and
wait for its outcome.

As the aircraft was indige-
nously designed, developed
and manufactured, it show-
cased the maturing of
India's defence manufactur-
ing capability in more ways
than one. The loss of repu-
tation, however, irrespec-
tive of the cause of the acci-
dent, would be difficult to
restore. This is where the
Indian defence public sec-
tor unit, Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL),
comes in. The onus is on
HAL to not only redeem its
reputation but also the
trust that the nation has
reposed in its capability.

With the IAF having
placed orders for 180 Tejas
Mk 1A aircraft after the ini-
tial order of 40 Mk1, there is
no denying the fact that a
large part of the future IAF
inventory would comprise
this homegrown 4.5 genera-
tion fighter aircraft. With the
Tejas aircraft coming under
scrutiny after this accident,
there is a need to differenti-

ate between the aircraft's
capability and HALs pro-
duction capacity, along with
that of the wider ecosystem.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flew the Tejas aircraft
in Bengaluru on November
25, 2023, and it was the first
time that any Indian PM
had flown a fighter aircraft.
The present IAF Chief, Air
Chief Marshal AP Singh,
led a formation of three
Tejas aircraft to welcome
the Luftwaffe Air Chief
when he was flying into
India in a Eurofighter
Typhoon during the multi-
lateral exercise Tarang

Shakti in August 2024.
With the aircraft having a

zero accident rate during its

development

phase and

INFLECTION POINT: The safety of Tejas is not the problem — delivery is. SANDEEP JosHI

India cannot
campaign for exports
when domestic
deliveryschedules
remain unmet.

having flown for eight years
post induction into the IAF
without any accident, need-
less to say that the aircraft
hashad astellar flight safety
record. The only other acci-
dent before the present one
was in March 2024 during an
exercise in which the pilot
managed to eject safely. The
preliminary findings attrib-
uted the accident to an oil
system malfunction leading
to engine failure. With more
than 12,000 flying hours
since its first flight in 2001
the Tejas has a robust safety
record, with the lowest non-
combat losses when com-
pared to other single-engine
fighter aireraft development
and induction programmes
across the world.

The contract for the first
lot of 83 Tejas Mk 1A aircraft
was signed in February 2021
at a cost of Rs 48,000 crore,
with the delivery of the first
three aircraft in three years
and 16 aircraft every year
thereafter. According to the
scheduled delivery time-
lines, the IAF by now should
have had at least 15-18 Tejas
Mk 1A already inducted and
flying whereas in reality
even the first aircraft has
not been delivered.

The IAF subsequently
signed another contract for
97 additional Tejas Mk 1A in
September 2025 at a cost of
Rs 59,000 crore. While the
delay in the delivery of GE
F404 engines has been a
major cause, there are other
issues as well that relate to
the integration of the indige-
nous Uttam radar and the
Astra air-to-air missile. HAL
has decided to go ahead with
the Israeli EL/M-2052 AESA
radars on early MkIA air-
craft to avoid further delays.

However, the Astra Mk1
missile still faces integration,
software compatibility and
certification issues that are
yet to be resolved. The Aero-
nautical Development
Agency (ADA) made a great
platform in the Tejas for HAL
tobuild onand HAL needs to
make a great production line
to match up with that.

While it is good to show-
case indigenous fighter air-
craft capability in air shows
and bilateral and multilat-
eral exercises across the

world, the need to cam-
paign for export orders is
questionable under the
circumstances.

With expressions of inter-
est from Malaysia, the
Philippines, Egypt and
Argentina in the past, it is
not surprising that most of
these  countries  have
finalised their orders with
other manufacturers. HAL
has also produced the
Dhruv, Advanced Light
Helicopter, which has
been inducted by the Indi-
an armed forces and the
Coast Guard.

With more than 380 heli-
copters produced to date
and the Sarang display team
of the IAF performing at
multiple air shows across
the world, exports have been
limited to single digits.

This has been largely due
to safety concerns and com-
petition from other manu-
facturers globally. While
the Indian armed forces
will continue to buy what is
Indigenously  Designed,
Developed and Manufac-
tured (IDDM) in the inter-
est of promoting self-
reliance or atmanirbharta,
to export, one has to be glob-
ally competitive.

The HAL and the aero-
space manufacturing
ecosystem in the country
are thus at an inflection
point wherein all hands on
deck will be required to
redeem its reputation of
being a dependable defence
public sector undertaking.
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Flames, but
it's only a drill

Now let's
get working

WHAT’S THE DRILL?

Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Airport carried out a
realistic emergency drill on Thursday — a dummy aircraft
and simulated fire created controlled chaos to test response
agility. This crucial exercise ensures passenger safety and
operational excellence. For the first time, the Indian Air
Force was involved and a passenger was airlifted as part of
the drill. RANE ASHISH captures all the action

Spraying the
essence of rescue

Allsetto Workin
be saved full “flow"

In the air,

on the move

Calm after
the ‘storm’
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Incivility usually arises not
from malice, but ignorance
— Christine Porath, author

Aggression towards those doing their job is plain incivility

woman who arrived at the San-
Aacruz Traffic Department's
owing yard to retrieve her car
allegedly drove itaway without paying
the towing and no-parking charges,
nearly running over two constables in
the process recently, our report said.
An FIR has been registered for rash
driving, endangering police personnel,
and obstructing government work.
A red Kia Sonet had been found
parked in a no-parking zone near PH
Medical on Juhu Tara Road. Despite

repeated megaphone announcements
byahead constable, no one responded,
and the vehicle was towed to the yard.
An e-challan entry was made.

A woman reached the towing yard
and began shouting at the towing
staff and the constable, demanding
her vehicle back. She then entered
the Kia Sonet and tried to drive out.
When she was stopped and told to
first complete the formalities and
pay the charges, she allegedly ac-
celerated the car towards a duo. Both

had to step aside to avoid being hit.
This is a shocking incident, and this
woman must face the law. This is also
an extreme case of not accepting that
one has flouted the law, and conse-
quently, one’s vehicle has been towed
away. We see car owners and towing
staff have extreme aggro-filled ex-
changes on the road itself and have
heard at stations too. Like road rage,
there is something called victim of
towing rage. One has seen people ac-
tually running after a towing vehicle

carrying their bike, especially. Argu-
ments, at times, erupt at the towing
spotitself. These escalate dangerously
and threaten to get physical, and this,
too, has happened at times. A couple of
years ago, an irate woman had slapped
and hit a police officer with her foot-
wear after her car was towed away to
the police station.

Correct conduct is dialogue, paying
up and then filing a complaint when
one is certain you have been wronged.
Violence is unacceptable.

The grim reality of motherhood

Itis challenging to stay visible as a mother in the 21st century,
when the world insists on shackling you, throttling your voice by
making it impossible for you to find the time to sit still and think

LAVIEEN 6,
ROSA

Rosalyn D’Mello
Isaw a comic the other day that

made me chuckle. A new mom

opens her apartment door, new-
born in one arm, another kid peering
out next to her. The visitor — the
grim reaper. “Relax, I'm just here
for your career!” he says. I laughed,
not a wholesome ‘this-is-hilarious’
laugh, rather the laugh of morbid
disbelief. The illustrator succinctly
captured the deepest, rawest, most
disturbing reality of motherhood in
the twenty-first century. Obviously,
this comic was drawn by a woman,
and I'm hitting myself on the head for
not having archived it, because I'm
unable to find it now. It's among my
many research oversights; part of the
malaise of being forced to underper-
form as a home-office-going mother.

My difficulties with productivity
have been compounded by my recent
diagnosis of postpartum Hashimoto’s
thyroiditis — a chronic autoimmune
disease that many women find them-
selves with after having given birth. In
short, my body decided that my thy-
roid gland was an enemy and attacked
it. Now, I need to take a certain mil-
ligram of the hormone it would have
otherwise produced in order to keep
my body and its metabolism in work-
ing order.It’sannoying, because I need
to take blood tests every three months
to measure TSH levels. For the rest
of my life, I need to medicate myself
every morning on an empty stomach
and wait for a 30-minute interval be-
fore I can eat. On weekends, I've been
prescribed a slightly higher dosage. For
along time, I was sure I had no symp-
toms, but then I read that the fatigue I
have been experiencing of late could
be attributed to the disease. Speaking
to the editor of the German edition of
my upcoming book — a mother now
navigating menopause who has also
had the disease for many years — |
wondered whether the fatigue is a
symptom or simply the consequence
of parenting amid the absence of a
robust support system. I'm not gutted
about my diagnosis, because among

There is a certain pleasure, an indescribable satisfaction that, as a writer, | can only get from getting into the flow. It requires
immersion, which demands time. REPRESENTATION PIC/ISTOCK

the larger array of chronic diseases,
this is perhaps the better one to have.
It's easier to manage and I'm privileged
tobeliving ina place where the chronic
nature of the condition means I don’t
have to pay for the medication or for
my visits to the endocrinologist, or
for the blood tests. Still, it’s hard not
to read this disease as the grim reaper
who has come for my career. Where
before, I would try to slink into a book
around 8.30 pm, when both kids were
asleep, now I sit on the sofa, unable to
even enjoy a second of leisure. There’s
atiredness that runs through my bones
that I'm still learning to shake off.

It's no mean feat to stay visible as
a mother when the world insists on
shackling you, throttling your voice by
making itimpossible foryou to find the
time to sit still and think. [ was speak-
ingtoafriend and work colleague, also
an art critic and mother to two boys,
both about two years older than mine.
Both of us no longer have time to visit
art shows. If we do, we don’t have the
luxury of giving the work the faculties

of attention it demands. This has ob-
viously meant that we cannot perform
asartcritics, and ourlivelihoods can no
longer be dependent on us flexing the
muscles that made our perspectives
vital and valid. Instead, we work qui-
etly as editors, improving upon other
people’s texts. Editing requires atten-
tiveness, too, but it isn't as intellectu-
ally demanding as writing something
fromscratch. It’s ironic, because for the
first time, there is no dearth of publica-
tions that would be happy to have me
contribute, but I simply cannot find
the time to visit a show and then to
review it. It feels like a cruel joke, be-
cause I spent so many years seeing art
but struggling to find avenues to write
about my witness.

I don’t condone productivity culture.
Iactively resist the notion that our self-
worthshould, inany way, be tied to our
ability to create or produce. But there
is a certain pleasure, an indescribable
satisfaction that, as awriter, I can only
get from getting into the flow... It re-
quires immersion, which demands

time. One needs to be able to sit with
a set of ideas, then knead them like
dough, play with their textures, their
possibilities, roll them out, undo and
remake and rebuild, then set aside for
a duration before returning to them.
This is a summary of what making art
involves, atleast for me. You have tolet
the world in, then allow it to metabo-
lise and become part of your body be-
fore it becomes precipitate, like sweat.
This labour is unlike any other. Some-
times I rue the inability to mess around
with my sentences, re-order, re-think,
re-calibrate. I have such an exciting
idea for my next book, but I wonder if
I'll ever getaround to writing it or if, by
the time I begin, the grim reaper will
have gorged on myaching bones. Only
time will tell.

Deliberating on the life and times of every
woman, Rosalyn D'Mello is a reputable art
critic and the author of A Handbook For My
Lover. She posts @rosad1985 on Instagram
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Animals can help

with mental health

This refers to ‘Meet IIT-B's paw-
fect stress busters'. Friendship
with dogs is truly comforting.
They sense human emotions and
offer a calming presence that
helps students living from home
manage stress. Their needs are
few, but their love and loyalty are
unconditional.

PERVYYN KAVARANA

Stress has a cure, and
it has fur and four legs

Dogs and cats ease stress, anxiety
and depression, which explains
their positive effect on students.
Their popularity rose after COVID,
but many Mumbai homes are too
small to keep pets. Pet cafés
help, but community pet parks
would let more people spend

time with animals.

SN KABRA

Stop blaming Gambhir,
start addressing fatigue

This refers to ‘India’s Test team
has a Gambhir samasya’. The
issue is one of complacency and
fatigue. A few days ago, Gambhir
was praised for guiding Team India
to the World Cup title, and now he
is seen as a problem, showing how
quickly opinions change.

VANITA SHENOY

Preserving memorials

is everyone’s duty

This refers to ‘Memorials to our
fallen heroes must be maintained'.
Memorials honour martyrs,

build pride and keep history alive.
Preserving them respects their
sacrifice and keeps their

legacy alive.

AMIT BANERJEE
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Leachate havoc turns M
lake into death trap

Citizens alarmed as
leachate from nearby
landfill pollutes
100-acre lake,
threatening wildlife
and raising health
concerns for locals

| Y Maheswara Reddy
c-y.reddy@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

esidents of Doddagubbi

were delighted a few years

ago when the then Bruhat

Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) carried out rejuvena-
tion works on the lake. Spanning
100 acres, the lake has long been a
favourite spot for residents to take
morning and evening walks and is
home to numerous birds, includ-
ing migratory species. However,
concerns are now growing over
the deaths of birds and fish caused
by water pollution.

Residents complain that the
authorities spent crores of rupees
on rejuvenating the lake but did
nothing to prevent leachate from
entering through a storm-water

IN THE COURT OF THE
SENIOR CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC & MACT AT
CHIKKANAYKANHALLI
MVC NO. 591/2025
Petitioner:  Susheelamma ~ W/o
Rangaswamy, Aged about 58 years,

Rlo Kadenahalli village, Kasba Hobli,
C.N.Halli Taluk, Tumkur District.

Respondents: Ragunath and another
R dent No.1: Raghunath, M.V.

(Above): Leachate entering into
Doddagubbi Lake through a storm
water drain; (Right): A portion of
Doddagubbi Lake polluted with
leachate

drain. They said leachate flows from
the landfill near Bilekahalli into Kan-
nur Lake, then Chikkagubbi Lake,
and finally Doddagubbi Lake.

“We are shocked to see fish and
birds dying due to water pollution.
The water in the lake has become
dark. We are worried about our
health,” said a resident who wished
to remain anonymous.

Expressing concern about water
pollution, Ravi Shah, a resident, said
that fishermen catch around 400 sick
fish. “If birds are dying after eating

these sick fish, there is no guarantee
that humans remain healthy after
consuming fish from this lake,” he
added.

Demanding that the authorities
ensure the lake is clean, Albert R, a
founding member of the Cooke Town

Residents Association and advisor of
Bengaluru Eshanya Mahavedike, who
frequently visits the lake, said Bengal-
uru was once known for more than
100 water bodies, but now their num-
ber has fallen to around 20. “Water
pollution has become a major issue
at Doddagubbi Lake. Leachate flow-
ing into the lake not only pollutes
the lake water but also the groundwa-
ter. It may not be safe for residents to
drink borewell water. I appeal to the
authorities to take measures to pre-
vent leachate entering the lake,” said
Albert.

Meanwhile, Anand Babu, Secre-
tary of Yellamma Devi Meenugarara
Mabhila Sahakara Sangha Niyamita,
stated that he wrote to the Karnataka
State Pollution Control Board, the
Chief Commissioner of BBMP, the
Chief Engineer of BWSSB, and the
Chief Engineer (Lakes Department),
Mahadevapura Zone, on December
9, 2024, requesting action to stop lea-
chate entering the lake, but nothing
has been done so far. “We have fish-
ing rights in Doddagubbi Lake. Many
fish died due to water pollution. We
have incurred huge losses as a result,”
said Anand Babu.

Ramesh Gowda, a member of
Chikkagubbi Gram Panchayat, said
the leachate has become a nuisance
and a health hazard. “Chikkagubbi
Lake is completely polluted. Now it
is Doddagubbi Lake’s turn. I urge the
authorities to take steps to preserve
water bodies,” he said.

Doddagubbi Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer Rohith P added that
leachate flowing into Doddagubbi
Lake from Kannur Lake through the
storm-water drain is the main cause
of the lake’s pollution. “I have already
informed the Kannur Panchayat De-
velopment Officer about the leachate
entering the storm-water drain and
ultimately Doddagubbi Lake. I hope
measures will be taken to stop this
flow,” he said.

S/0 Venugopal Major, Rlo room No-
24. Gayathri Thopavana 8th phase.
J.P.Nagar. Bangalore-560078. Owner
of the BAJAJ Platina Bike bearing no
KA-51-K-8396.
NOTICE
That the petitioner has filed this claim
petition, claiming compensation for the
injuries sustained in a traffic assident
you and another respondent on the file
of Hon'ble Civil Judge Senior division
and Addl. MACT. Chikkanayakanahally.
Inspite of several stepstakenfor issue
of notice. The notice was not served on
you. Hence this paper publication.
Through this publication you the
respondent No.1 is hereby notified
that the above case is posted for your
appearance on 12.12.2025. Therefore
after taking this notice you should
appear before this Hon'ble tribunal in
person or through advocate,otherwise
the case will be decided in your absence
by placing exparte.
Given under my hand & seal of this
Court on 21.11.2025.
By Order of the Court
Sd/- Sheristedar (Admn)
CivilJudge (Sn. Dvn.) and MACT
Chikkanayakanahally
Advocate for Petitioner
S.Dilip
Chikanayakanahally

Puttenahalli blrdhaven sewer line drags on

constructed by the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage

Board (BWSSB) within the Yelahan-
ka-Puttenahalli Bird Conservation
Reserve is nearing completion.

However, the work involving the
laying of 12.6 kilometres of lateral
sewer line in the lake’s catchment
area will require another five months
to finish, the water board has stated.

“Under the World Bank project
for laying lateral networks, the work
order has been issued, and the con-
tractor has accordingly mobilised the
survey team. The team has surveyed
the Puttenahalli catchment area,
and the design of the network is in
progress. It will be completed within
four to five months, and the entry of
sewage from the BWSSB's jurisdiction
can be prevented,” BWSSB clarified in
a status report filed with the National
Green Tribunal.

Notably, in June 2024, the NGT
ordered BWSSB and the Greater
Bengaluru Authority to stop digging

The 600-metre sewer line being

around the lake to lay a pipeline
to prevent sewage entry. The NGT
halted the work after the Yelahanka-
Puttenahalli Lake and Bird Conserva-
tion Trust raised concerns about its
impact on the water body. Following
this order, all activities, including ex-
cavation and pipe installation, were
suspended.

However, in May this year, the
southern zone of the Tribunal per-
mitted both agencies to construct
a 600-metre sewer line within the

reserve area, citing the urgency of
ensuring that sewage is not released
into the lake during the upcoming
monsoon.

These interventions followed an
incident last May in which a storm-
water drain in the area discharged
thousands of litres of sewage into the
lake from nearby residential areas.
Since then, the water body has suf-
fered significant damage.

A water quality analysis of the
lake conducted by a resident in De-
cember 2024 revealed that the con-
servation reserve is heavily polluted.
While total coliform levels in the re-
serve had risen by more than 200%,
faecal coliform values were found to
be extraordinarily high.

The Yelahanka-Puttenahalli Bird
Conservation Reserve was declared
a bird reserve in 2015 under the
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 to
safeguard its biodiversity. Since then,
the Karnataka Forest Department has
invested over Rs 10 crore in rejuvena-
tion and restoration. — BMB
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Problems in your area?
Send us a picture along with
specific details. And please,
no phone calls or spamming

Walkway hazard

Gangondanahalli .

Pedestrians have no safe walkway
along the accident-prone
Gangondanahalli Main Road,
Mysore Road, Nayandahalli Post.

A

Blockage fixed

Yelahanka

The open dram in front of Prestlge
Montecarlo, Yelahanka, has finally
been covered.

C

b~

Waste spot

Sadashlva Nagar

Resu!ents report daily dumping at
an old vacant site opposite to an
Apartment on Sadashiva Nagar
9th Main, 7th Cross, and are
urging BBMP to take action.




