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Q&A 521

Leaders Must Build Consensus

Deep Saini, President and Vice-
Chancellor of McGill University, on
how B-schools can remain relevant

MULTIPLE CAMPUSES

Spreading Wings
Some of lndia's B-schools have
opened campuses at different
locations. How is this playing out?

186r 
IQ&A 
I

"B-schools 1

prepare leaders 
I

whocan navigtrq
uncertainties" j

Francesca Cornell I

of Kellogg School 
I

of Management on I

disruptions affect -; 
Ibusinesses i

I
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EXECUTIVE MBA

Training the Leaders
B-schools are making executive
MBAs flexible, personalised and
technology-driven

STUDENT MOBILITY 74t
Managing MBAMigration
lndian students are rethinking
strategy, destinations, and financial
planning for their overseas dreams

IVY LEACUE 681

Foreign Returned
Several students are pursuing
management education overseas only
to return and create impact in lndia

COLUMN
821

Globalising B-Schools
Abhishek Agrawal of MDRA on whY
lndia's B-schools need to position
themselves as global destinations

901
COLUMN

Redefining Su,
Sapna Popli of IMT
Ghaziabad on why
B-schools need a m:
holistic approach

941
COLUMN

TowardsGlobal
Rankings
Vishal Talwar of Del-
Campus. University r{
Southampton, on hcv,
lndian B-schools are
thriving in career ar.:
alumni outcomes

2o,4\
MANACEMENTA:

"One must resld
in a dynamic wot{
Vice Chancellor of
NMIMS University
Ramesh Bhat's advic,:
to B-Schools

For the latest updates
and analysis, log on to
businesstoday. in
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Fromtime totime,youwill see pages titled "Focus", "An impact Feature", or'Advertorial" lnBr.rslness Todal'.

These are no diff'erent from an advertisement and the magazine's editorial staff is not involved in their

creation in anywa,r,.
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BOARDROOMS 621

Taking Centre Stage
lndia lnc has a long way to go to
fillthe gender gap in decision-making
roles

BFSI

The Power Ledger
ln BFSI, women's leadership isn't
the exception, it's the legacy

-\,\-f,ffi
Yr'dkffi

srocK MARKETS 88 I

Mastering Markets
The investment industry in lndia has
its own set of women trailblazers-
managing thousands of crores

&$
THE PAY GAP t42l
Big Paycheques
Women are rising in rank, but pay gaps
and under-representation at the top keep
true parity still out of reach

ilus l"lnrpacri,,r,,,

WOMEN IN HEALTHCARE 681
ln the Pink of Health
Women are a major force in the healthcare
sector. Can this strong participation open
the doors to wider leadership?

BUSINESS BOOST 841

TheArtof Agility
The handful of women leaders
delivered striking numbers in FY25

WOMEN IN COVERNANCE 130I
Matterof Policy
Breaking global trends, lndia not only
has a woman FM but a crop of female
officials leading economic policymaking

WOMEN ATWORK r48l
The ilale Gaze at Work
Can lndia lnc. truly progress if
the male gaze continues to shape
women's everyday reality at work?

Fromtimetotime,youwill seepages titled "Focus", "AnImpact Feature", or'Advertorial" inBttsinessTodny.

These are no different from an advertisement and the magazine's editorial staffis not involved in their
creation in anyway.

Buiiness Today I zt December 2025

154
BALAN 

' =

Ambitioa
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TheSilent
Women are :
career ladde'
burdens anc r

barriers stil

1641
WOMEN IN

TheStart-t
She-shift
Women

start-up

1681
INVESTMEN

Towards

Todayt wome-
exploring fina
products other:
gold and FDs
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"Women
be
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GII E.onomic Scenario i

ironment, Ecology, Biodiversity and Climate 
I

nge

Rebuilding Faith in India's Electoral Process :

Urgent Need for Electoral Reforms

Structural Flaws Behind the Credibility Crisis

in Education

India's Foreign Trade During April-September
2025 -Z 6 : Total Exports Grew by 4' 450/o

Deepak Kumar
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Services Exam.,2023 (167th Rank) &6i M
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BIMSTEC Summit and India

t*--N-*,**- Threats

World this Month

DEI National and International Updates

EGI Sports world

EE Regional News
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i$j$,i1 g.ntovment an{ Care-er News

i,:ifi$1i f orthcomin g C ompetitive Examinations

Indian Knowledge System in Education

(Yoiana)

Fishery Cooperatives : Anchoring Sustainable

Development (Kurukshetra)

Clouds of Crisis - Nationwide Havoc

(Down to Earth)

Discovery of Rhenium

lE9| Prelims Pointers 2026: Latest Geographical !

I and Geological Phenomena 
I

Itill lmportant Supreme Court Judgements I
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16 Biglnterview
Pratika Rawal - the

psychologist atthe crease

20 Soaringvalue
AftertheWorld Cupwin and the

rise of the WPL, the women's

game is livingthrough an

unprecedented commercial

bloom that once felt
unimaginable

34 Throughthelens
0n{ield action from the

I ndia-South Africa Test in

Kolkata
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Cover Story

0eeptiSharma

v
[)ver ll years of international

cricket, the 28-year-old has

amassed an enviable haul of

accolades and records.

Cover: Deepti Sharma

(Shashi Shekhar Kashyap)
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V Readmore...

64 lnterYiew
Diliplirkey on 100 years of

Hockey lndia and the

challenges ahead

66 Juniormen'shockey
WorldCup
lndia hasthe momentum and

advantage of a passionate

home crowd
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Nliles to go
lol Twefty-ftve years after its formation, Jharkhand
ontinues to wait for its promised dawn. The

improvements the State has registered on some

development indices are overshadowed by deep-rooted
comrption, widespread deprivation, rampant
rmemployment, and growing tribal disaffection.
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fhe narrative of Dravidian vs Aryan, the South vs North, Tamil
I vs Hindi predates the freedom struggle. A 

,l00 years ago, E. V.

Ramasamy'Periyar'qave it a solid political form through his Self-
Respect Movement for the backward castes. lt is this citadel,
which even today a northern heartland party like the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) finds it impossible to break, and which forms
all of Tamil Nadu politics-whether it is the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), the All lndia Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AlADMl(), the Congress or any other newly-formed political
party. A 100 years later, how far-reaching has the impact of the
Dravidian Movement been in the hinterland? Has it helped in
breaking caste barriers or has it left out the Dalits from its fold?
How strong are Periyar's emphases on the federal structure of

the country now? This issue of ?utlookjuxlaposes the various influences of the Dravidian
Movement like rationalism and atheism to the present communally charged electoral
politics. 1utlook's three issues look at the intersection, dilemmas and challenges of the
three ideologies and institutions that mark their centenary in 2025-the RSS, the Self-
Respect Movement and the communist Movement. This is the second one of the trilogy.
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4 I RED STAR,

LODESTAR

The global rise

of the Right has

made the Left
not irrelevant but
indispensable
By Brinda Karat

8 I WE SHAtt 14I AMBEDKAR AND 24I THE RIGHT

OVERCOME THE'BRAHMIII BOYS' IN THE IEFT

The future of the Dalit thinkers The challenge before

Left in lndia will be argue that caste communists is to use

decided by the ability as a dim6nsion of the lessons gleaned

of the movement to social oppression from historical

rebuild and deepen its was sidelined in hindsight to advance

links with the working communist practice the movement
people By M.A. Baby By N.K. Bhoopesh today By Dipankar

Bhattacharya

66I DETHI.MOSCOW ON TIME : 82 DIARY

The Modi-Putin summit may not have produced i ,.-
dramatic outcomes, but it has reaffirmed the i 

* 
,

durability of a relationship that has weathered i
geopolitical storms By Seema Guha :

NI AYEMEREPII,d,REWATAN

The vision lndian People's Theatre Association offered

to lndian cinema continues to remain timeless-a
commitment to art that invigorates citizens towards
social betterment By Apeksha Priyadarshini

COVER:

: Saahil

.NAVIGA

#gth hffi,.mry*.
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.*s., t,,,:r::t'"

NDDB'sVision:
Sustainable & Inclusive
Dairying Through
Cooperatives
Turntopnge47... I

DECEivlBER zl, zlzs I OUrroor 3

ll J\10 to the violence of lslam, yes to safer borders, no to

I I mass immigration, yes to work for our people," says

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. US President Donald

Trump calls immigrants aliens; says climate change is a

hoax and terms the LGBTQ community'Left-wing gender

insanity'. From ltaly to many countries in Europe, from Japan

to Argentina and from the US to lndia, the world is in a

rightward lurch. Ultra-nationalism, fear of the other, gender

conservatism are washing over most parts of the globe. ln

such a scenario, where does the Left thought fit? Why is it

on the wane even as the world ls becoming a more unequal

place? ls a rare win for a Zohran Mamdani, New Yorks mayor-elect, enougfi to rekindle some hope of a

Left-liberal revival? More specifically, a 100 years after the Communist Party of lndia was formed, the Left

parties in lndia face the most irrelevance in the face of a robust and muscular Hindutva. ln our series

on the IOO years of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the Dravidian Movement and the Communist

Movement, in this issue we look at the Left. What can they do to keep the red flag flying? How can they

connect with the youth? When will the cadres be revitalised?
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Legal scholars saY

India keeping the
age of consent at
18 shows moral
paternalism rather
than evidence-
based policy as the
Supreme Court
takes up the issue
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BENGAL
Tensions between
the Trinamool
government
and Governor
CV. Ananda
Bose escalate as
assemblypolls
drawnear
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Business education has entered
a phase of deeP reflection. The
;il;;; uscrrtjor is a laboratory for
leadership, where students design
new systems. TheY learn to grow
impac! not just Piofits.

B-schoolsblend
manaeerial
compEtencies with
leadbrship qualities
Dharambeer Gokhool,
president of the RePublic of
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CURRENT EVENTS
Resurgence of radicalisation
and a series of systemic
failures seem to have led to the
Delhi blas! the way forward
involves the government,
families and the community

ffi
R.G. SASTHAA

Sridhar, founder CEO,
BrandcomPR

Sanjeev Bikhchandani,
founder and executive
vice chairman, tnfo Edge

Analytics LLP

Kashyap Dalal,
Cofounder and COO,
Simplilearn

lndia's young llMs are
steadily carving out their
own path

lnterview
Automation in
tactical decision-
making is round the
corner
Prof Bharat Bhasker,
director, llM Ahmedabad
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K.C. Verma

Congress's
one-track strate-
gy of irrationally
blaming Narendra

-. Modi, the BJP,

: ttre RSS, and now
even constitu-

tional bodies for its disconnect
with voters is corroding its al-
liance partners. Many regional
parties that once saw Congress
as a helpful junior collaborator
now view its embrace as polit-
ical poison ivy-tempting but
ultimately severely damaging.
Once a party acquires this aura
of negativity, the next step is
irrelevance.
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For nearly 90 years, Vincent
Parker Funeral Directors has
been helping families bid
farewell to deceased kin, manv
of whom were VVIPs
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G, Thomas Budd's vaccine
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The CLevel,and Clinic is working on a vaccine targeting triple-negative breast
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'"L.t A mutti-pronged approach is needed
to tack[e the rise in NCDs
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UKRAINE
PEACE PLAN

WHY
ITWILL
NOT
WORK
EXCLUSIl/E INTERt,IEW

VII(TOR YUSHCHEilKO,

FORMER PRESIDENI UKRAINE

As Russia exports
violence and war,
Ukraine bleeds to keep
London and Paris safe

Zelensky batttes a skewed

American peace proposaI

and corruption charges in
the energy industry
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UNTOLD STORIES
In their struggle for
independence, India
and Ireland discovered
a shared goal in the
Dagshai hills

CURRENT
EVENTS

"I believe
centrismwill
be the central
pivot and
grounding point
for democracy to
survive"

-KamalHaasan
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actor and Rajya Sabha MP
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"EACH AND EVERY COTINTRY
SHOTITD HAVE THE POLITICAT
WILI TO HEIP UKRAINE AND
FORCE RTISSIA TO PEACE"

A towering figure in Ukrainian potitics and the country's third

pfesident,' . I .l' a.': li: r;, ; 1 1, 
:',;,',, i;, speaks exctusive[y with

THE WEEK 0n the r00ts 0f the Russia'Ukraine war, Moscow's

intentions and the targer forces at ptay

SIVE INTERVIEW

M.:
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"We are hopeful
that there
will be a fai4
participatory and
peaceful election
in the first half of
February"

-Dr Ziauddin Hyder,
adviser to Bangladesh

Nationalist Party

A structural reset
powered by a
young, aspirational
population is driving
India's consumer
growth, but sustaining
itwill depend on
creation of quality jobs

POWERllR]YE

R. Prasannan

MEBI.SCEI{E

Dr Preetha Reddy
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*fr

sl

5t

Ukrainian servicemen
carry the coffin of
volunteer soldier

Yukhym Agafontsev, 22,
killed in the war
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tJetnl rs r1{}t
a uln}seum
piece tu be
rebranded;
it is a iiving
ei{.'wi{h a
c*xnplex,

str*ree3, anen o*p;oing s{ory"
Tlee pr*;r*sai {o chaarge its
name is a!1 {!&r?ecessa}:v,
lr!storicaili llawrrt, a*d
p*iiticail,y disrup{ive
diversiryn t,!at tlle nati*xl's
capit*I c;iar i$ affcrd,
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a Ukraine enters a fourth
year of war with its energy
infrastructure shattered, its
leaders facing corruption
charges and an American
peace plan that many see
as unfairly favouring Russia.
Kyiv, still continues the fight

["9fis[rRE

lVhatvideo games can teach
you aboutydurself

m
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Anewalbumonthe
Dalai Lama offers a
cultural counterpoint

a "Russia should release
unlawfully detained
persons unconditionally"

-Dmytro Lubinets,
Ukrainian parliamentary

commissioner for human rights
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trygilI$I.R
Becoming an

astronaut was not

his chitdhood dream,

neither was joining the

Armed Forces. This

Juty though, Group

Captain Shubhanshu

Shukla of the lndian

Air Force became

the first lndian

astronaut to go to the

lnternationaI Space

Station. His 18-day

sojourn in space made

him a household

name, but he wears

his fame tightty. Meet

THE WEEK's Man of

the Year

INTERVIEW

We are near a
maior inflection
point in India's
space iourney
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MUSEUM
The Prime \linisters' Museum
& Libran-shot'cases the life
and coniributions of Prime
ministers and nation-builders

AV!ATION

The verdict in the
rape case involving
actor DileeP has
reignited debates _on
justice, power and
accountability across
theMalayalamfilm
industry
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TheModi-Putin
summitunveils
atfuee-pronged
strategy that will
rewire sea trade
routes and expand
India's maritime
reach into
the Arctic

lVi{k kis
national
seeurity
d*cerment, a
2ls{ tentury
version of the
lSth eentury
1\4clnrc}e

d{}etrine, TrurnP is
!*eersing oer the ,A.merican
cclutinexl{ to rxake the US

54rea{ again, leaving most
cl,f the rest of the wr:rld to
ke ssrted ou{ between Xi
and \rladilnir Futin.

-- It is not IndiGo
but Indian
aviation that has
become too big
to fail

?S OTHMITISECRACI{EI'
K.C. Verma

An Irish woman, an Indian
elephant and life Iessons
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.1,ffi a few more
teams to the
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shaped by two quiet
but consequential
exercises: a sPecial
intensive revision of
electoral rolls and a
long-delayed Census
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39.
RAJASTHAN
In two years, we have
delivered on most of
our poll promises.

-Bhajanlal Sharma,
chief minister

34

-

DEFEl{GE
Once a vulnerability,
the'Chicken's Neck'
can transform into
a launchpad linking
India s northeast to
southeast Asia and the
Indo-Pacific

&I
FOGUS
Transformers of
Viksit Bharat@z047

*lrre wrrr. DECEIuBER 28,2025

For years, lndia has known her as the woman

who bats [ike a storm. But behind that
power-hitter is a sma[[-town girt who forgets

phone chargers in hotel r00ms, losks for

a gurdwara 0n every foreign trip and turns

to guru paafll lreading 0r recitation of Sikh

retigious textsl when atone.

Wortd Cup-winning captain Harmanpreet

Kaur sits down with THE WEEK to tatk about

her journey, her mistakes, her team and the

versi0n of hersetf she wants to become.
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Dr Preetha Reddy
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Navtej Sarna
BJP
Nitin Nabin's surorise
elevation as partf
president signals a
generational shift,
reshaping internal
hierarchies
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WEALTH WATCH
Financial institutions
are increasingly bullish
on the prospects of
Indian equitymarkets

Tlae $$
Natir:naI
Security
$trateg;y, &j$S,
a "Trump
l]0c{rirae"
enshrining

"America Fil'st'i is a
t!:ansparent te$taxmeni
to his cqlntradicticars,
intenti*ils axrd tlhsessiom
with ilusiness deais,

+rg i%,

A persistent high
stoppage ratio suggests
lnvestors are missing
out on the true magic of
compounding in mutual
fund investment

I$? fii#T;:rr"*,"
cr),ptocurrencies are
driving a new era of
hawala transactions
and money laundering

BANGLADESH
As BNP falters, the
Jamaat positions
itselfas a credible
alternative, despite its
historical baggage

IHTERHET
30 years ofthe
internet in India
through 30
milestones
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PHOTO
KRITAJNA NAIK

MAKE UP AND HAIR
ADITYA SINGH

ASSISTANTS
KAPII- APOORVA TYAL,
MUKESH DUBEY

CRTATIVE FASHION STYLING
BIKHANTA LUWANG
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The Great lndian Thar is changing-it is turning green. The desert saw a staggering

38 per cent rise in greening over the past two decades. What is even more striking

is that the region, typicatty characterised by extremety low rainfatt, experienced a

dramatic 64 per cent rise in precipitation between 2001 and 2023. But it is not just

ctimate change-induced rise in rainfall that has contributed to its greening; human

intervention in the form of groundwater pumping and irrigation facitities through

canats has atso ptayed a key rote. THE WEEK travets to the Thar to witness the r
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\.\trat India uniquely
offers is conscious
leadership: progress
anchored in values,
powerwithout

Y&ffi SlffF -ry_r sEry {
GenZisaparadoxical
and powerful force. They
are not rebels without a
cause but strategists with
a purpose

aggression and scientific
advancement aligned
with ethical clarity
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Lt Samuel Kamalesan's
dismissal is not an act of
intolerance. It upholds
Indian Army's deeper
secular tradition
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The novelist's magic
continues across
cultures and continents

s*gAru Tffi8&g{.rffiE
India is charting a
course to become a
global leader in deep-
sea exploration
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d ffi A vinrage car museum€ q*F near Mysuru takes
visitors on a journey
through India's
automotive heritage
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TSF4IL }EABU
A bitter leadership
struggle within the
Pattali Makkal Katchi
exposes deep family
wounds

&s&&*rBx!5r*d
swAlsr
TheAIMIM chief has
reshaped his party into
a nationallv relevant
force by cohbining
strategic consolidation,
targeted outreach and
assertive minority
representation
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AI raises policy, Iegal
and ethical concerns
that legal systems
around the world are
only beginning to
address
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No amount of money
can change our misslon:
fimmy Wales, cofounder,
Wikipedia
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