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LEEH'T]]HgﬂlE NEP way

SUKANTA MAJUMDAR

1AL should be the true

ﬂtumne ““ﬂl:al’edmm' 2

" Toeduap s

denisdorjobs, arshonld i aim for

samething higher? In 2 country

| liBee Bisclin—with its rich tradition

of bnowledge and a woung pop-

ulation seeking a sustainahle

| futare—this question takes on
special

Lndea’s: feande |'J'l1|,'l,h‘E|'.E‘—F,a

| bindranath Tagore, Swami

Vivekananda, aml Maharma

Gandhi—saw educatdon ag the

foundation for holistc human
| development.. Tagare called

for education thar brings “life
in harmony with all existence”
| '-!L:i:ﬁ;!?'mm Vivekananida em-
phegised chamncter-budlding and
self-reliance. Gandhi described
edhcaton s drgwing ot ibe bast

i 'h'lli]:.mlnﬁ,md gpirit’!, Their

vislon resonates @ Ehe Mational

Education Policy (MEF) 2020,

which mnvl:unnl{mﬁwwm

Unveiled en July 29, 2020,
MEF 2020 is Indin's first edocs-
tan policy of the Zist cemvhary,
Replacing the 1986 policy, it &
prounded in the peinciples of e
ces, eqquity, qualkity, affordability,

| nndacocountabding [taligres with
| the UNs Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and alms o oans:
form Inclia imto 2 B0
ciety and global echucatiom header.

The policy was developed
threagh one of the maost exten-
sive consultations ki Indian pal-
icymaking, mwolhving over two
lakh recommendations across
districes, Blocks, and panchayats,
Simee 118 adoptian, mosL STAles
have begun implementing it
sdapting itz flexdble Famework
o local contexts,

HEF 2020 has ushersd in a
wage of reforme. In school eduo-
cation, instiarives e P SHE],
TP Bharas (for focndational
lireracy and numeracy), Vidys:
Pravesh (pre-primary prepa-
ragon), and PA eV TDYA {milk
w-enodal digital learnimg] hawe

| expanded acoess and Improved
quaality. Teck ke DIKSHA (Digh
tal Infrastruchure for Knowledge
Sharing) and NCF F5 (Mational
Currdcelom Framework for
Foundational Stages), “Jadui
Plesrs’ bearning bata, and teach-
er training progrummes lke
MISHTHA {National Initintive
(o Schood Fieuks' and Teachess'
Holstie Advarsement) basesup-
prorted pedagoiy refomas,

In !high['r educaion, relms
inchude nuultiphe entry and exit
apbons, 3 lifelong sndent (D
[APAAR), a unified Maticmal
Credit Framework (MCOF), and
a push for multidissiplinary
learning, Students can i pur-
s T acaderue propramemes

subabtameously, and  anline
learning through SWAYAM
and SWAYAM Flus has besq
expanded. Glohal collaboration
1& grawing—Indian mstitations:
are opensng campusss abrosd,
while top foreign universties
arecntermg India. Indian higher
ediscation mstinytons have als
improeeed thetr standing inglobal
mﬂ]ﬂﬂﬂhmdmh?hmlmw prlge
EYSEmEare egratedint
CueTicuts.

Initiatives like the PM Vidy
alakshori loan scheme, “Profes-
sar of Practiee” guidetines, and
imcrenssd supernOmerary eats
for International students have
made thie spetem more inchise
and firtareready:

The NEF has made India's edo-
catinnal systemnless bareaveratic
andmoreinnovative, selfreliang,
andvibrant. Sndenss and teach-
% niow feel part of the ded-
sloo-maldng process ratherthan

raken down barmiers betwesn
sademin and indusry, rednsal-
agy and tradition, teachers and
students, and discplimes e so-
enceand humansties.

KEF 2030 enciurages glo-
colisntion—integrating Indian
hricing Sobul bert practices

RCANE, e
promotes educstion in mother
tongues, competency-haged
asmessments, and skilling from
earfy years o foster innovirion:
and enfrepreneurihin

hupnrl:nr!j,r'IFF:smmn.dmg
wocess for margmalised sections
of society—women, Dalits, and
Adivasis, The Grois Enrolment
Ratio(GER)} in higher education
mat from 23.7% in JN4-2mE]
1o JE4% in I0F-2022, M*lh lhl:
targerod B0 by 2035,

dﬂ;;mehrﬂ hlmmm tech-

1 5 :
and green tech, India mu-tE' ﬂﬁ j
an education system that pre=
paresanslents notiust o cope but!
talead To becomea Vihwagme, |
we st cuiltivatbe critical think:

ing, problem-solving skills, anda -
risk-taking mindset in sedenss.

KEF 2020 addresses per
glstent challenges in Indian
education: cutdated curriculn,
dropoats, relianes on Western /
pedagogy, Eurocentric kel
edge. and unequal access to
mmmﬁmhﬂm

with cthics. He has called ﬂu_-
MEF 2 “natioa’s mtellectual re-
naisEmee paving the way for o
self-refiant, globally comperitive |
eation through education a.nd
u-:rfpgn;zﬁun.
mrerrfmd'mrrm-q,r.ﬁm
forEdicarfon ol saai s fay
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be Natinnal Education Pollcy 203 (NEPS

has ushered i transfarmatree charges in

the eihucational landscape of ndia,
parthcuilarty i T Reld of Early Childbaood Care
and Education (FCCES. Whille private schoals
haee had mursery dasees for loeg, ent
achials have Bisorically sdmmed children onky
fromm Class one, this sowing the seeds of inequity
even before the star of schooling. By pavig the
wiy For e openieg of preschonsl classes for 3-5
vear okds in grvernament schools — previously
caiered o omly by snpanwadis in e public
sectnr = the NED has inftlaied a long-overdioe
simuciural transformation [GWands equiry.

There are three key stnachural shifts in e

ECLE seotor, driven by the NEF, with each ane
uinfodding at o different pace. Understanding
these shifks amd preparing for them is crocial in

beasd etagrated at appevaimately 14 lakh
A.ng;:mud]n:ﬂnmﬂ:'l‘hh 14 e et b eagard
ot . With the: NEF paving the way for
thres 1d.mﬁl.'ﬂih=lih-§|~3m .
e Tl schnals, the pamber of puldic 2L
classaes will oo Thas will have
psbhstantisl implications for persannel
panagement, incloding il inancing,
recrultment, traiming ard deplovment of skied
OO pravichas.
y mfmmry of Bducatinon has alreaty begun
aliocating budgets undor the Samagra Shiks
acheme for the ECCE. Many Statis and Lkon
Tm'ﬂmmﬂmmhmmuhﬂ:mmh
thmmlrmﬂmprudmldm!-ln

HINDU (P-10), 01 AUGUST 2025

Transforming early childhood care and education

Janin Gayal

15 DN D

JEd arioa], Limion
Terriary of Dadra
Fagiar Havli dnd
Caamian and D, ans
Aaint Secretary
Fnarel. He was
Terectar fdkaren s
iChild Curidins rrail]
eariber

Uniersanding
ihie Key
srmiscrural Shifls
drivien by
Magiomal
Edcation Polbcy
B0 arsd
preparing for
theln ane
prerriEal

govermenent schocds. Bat, some have not begun
1k g Ehig podsdog, while ofhess have
uncler-udbsed it with same of material
Being added, withoul startieg sadEoaal classes
The exvera and manner of this uilisacion meeds o
b tracked

Migration rom angarmesdis
Thi eecond shift ks the groswing emphasis an
education sthen comgened o niber ECCE
services such as healib and noirien. This mesd
s alre sy vl in che Union Terniory of Dadra
and Maggar Haneeli sen] Daman and Oni, wihere che
Likoen Terriory has meroduced a préscheod class
in all s peimary schoobs, proritsing the
aderresdon of 446 yeai obds- Thes has renged ina
mulmanial migration of this age group from
Arganeedis ro schools

Darta shiews than parenis have overseimingly
preferoed preschool classes in schonls oo
anganwadis, wrhen ghein both cpoicns This
rriggratice s surgeke driven by te perception dhai
schoalk el bemer aducarninms oppomrines. &
a result, the cradidenal mage of Anareas s
wihrant certres Fled win wddlers i now an ek
a8 more gnvernmery chiokb o pen preschonl
claggazs, and children in the 3-6 Frar age grocn
e il of Argammeeche iz ahioks

Thee Angarrsadl system me alage By
esnphasising education as a part of it BCCE
services. The Minkary o Women amd Child

Direelpprent's ‘Poshan b Facdhal Bhi' infaceve
i3 timely e Howees, 08 success deprends nn
rangiie implemeniation al ihe groud lerwtd,
FArgEtng an increase (n messanalibe indicatons
s as the Gme spent by an Angansad worke
om educanonal scrivices.

Whie schools cater 1o this demanid, they e
10 = e ol chie sk of exceszhve
tachoolificaion” of pre-goheoling, They need in
retaln pilay at the centme of hés edacaticn, i |
ooreher 10 doscus o the breadth oF skills, fmterd of

focusing on the: narroeer skt of neading s
wriking in b pre-schoal classes.

The crigical iodi of home visis .
“rhird, the potesially most rasformative shift is
the pessible recrienmiion of the angansd]
sysiem &a facud on childnen aged 0-3 yeard
chrcasgh home visity, rtier than focusing on 3-8
year ediis setending the centres. Rieseanch, such as
e "Perry Proschced ar 50¢ study in the Unined
Srates and the Yale unieersiry sudy in Cdishs
done in colisbormtion with Prazlsm, highlight=
the crigieal rode of home wisie @ early chilchood
developmenl proframmes.

In India, pokcyemakers such as W 1K Paul

{klamber, HITT ] 4.0 Sanema (LAS,
setined | hawse long vl Fvcasing on
=Ty ohils i the Child

Developmend Serdoes (006} framewark, ghes
the disproportionate dinvelogmenral bensts
charing chis seage. While the Prime Minisoer's
(esprarching Scheme Por Holistc Nourhinent
(POAHAN) Ahhhan has e the
mpertancs of the first LOOD davs of e,
[mpdemergation challengi- persise
Csrhurchensd Argmaadi workess nanaally
Fioacues o 30 year olhids wh are ploscally presenn
at the cenizes, eaving Embed scope for
lcEviduallsed services ro 0-3 vear oids throuogh
Fyerprie vizirs.

IMgevrmmers schools assume responsihitcy
orwer 16 ywar-nks, W Rave & URAOUE GPpOETUnTy

| where dthe Asggeeresd sysnam colld recdivec s

foecies sorweards 33 yaar olde, alonmg wigh tha cane
af pregrant aiud lE2ianing sedliers, thieigh mee
inmenskee home vislis.
Thés shift, if realised, wenild mark & aly
irnrEkonratve change in India’s BOCE
Frasrewcrk. The =eeds for this mansidon hane .
whreaedy Papi S in Ehe NEP 2020,
wive ;
Ther s ST o
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From policy to practice: Five years of
National Education Policy 2020

ducation and the knowledze par-
Eﬂdignu_rrlnted Bt v bees the
< foundation of progressive societies,
A rich ancient r:pl:usl_tar:,- of ﬂhn:‘ti_].ru
scholarship has been acknowledged
worldwide and has inspired many
io contribute in their Tespective
academic fields,

Despite such illustrious knowledge
heritage, this nation took 73 years to
embrace a National Education Policy in
the year 2020 that was aligned with the
‘asplrational poals of Zist century education
while bullding upon Indiss knowledge raditions
and value spstems, National Eduestion Policy 2020
(MEP2020) was introduced on 29 July 2020 and
is completing five years.

This allows us to take a holistic view of the
implementation of the palicy, assess the conducive
changes, overall progress in school and higher eduy-
cation, ag well ag the further scope of Improvement.

ge a8 & medium of instruction playes a
pivatal rale in the conceptoal clarity of subjecs.
Educationists have advecated for imparting edu-
cation in Bhartiya languages since the time we
attzined i,nd-:[lmd.:m:z from the Briteh, Post-inde-
pendence, one of the earliest recommendations on
education s the University Education
Commission report {December 194B-August
1949), chaired by Dr Radhakrishnansaid, said that
English should be replaced as the medium of
instraction as early as practicable by Bhartiya lan-
FULFES,

However, this recommendation only saw the
light of the day when MEP2020 reconusnended that
the ‘medium of insteuetion until at least Grade 3,
bust preferably till Grade 8 and beyond' should be
in the native language. Availability of textbooks
in Bhartlya languages has been an angolng exer-
cise in the st fve years,

Two . AED, ?EE: Minister Narendra Modi
had launched 100 books in 12 Bhartiya languages
in line with NEP 2020. DIKSHA (Digital
Infrastructuse for Knowledge Sharing 1 a nasion-
al web platiorm used a8 an education e-infrastruc-
Ture where En:rgjsed hiooks i“'hj':h corme Mt!-' &
QR code) for 31 Bhartiya languages und 7 foreign
langua in ared.

B e hodget allacatlan of ¥47.03
crore for Rharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme Lo pro-
vide digital boaks for school and higher educa-
tan in Bhartiva languapes will encourage JI:]EI:|-
tuticins 1o adopt Bhartiya Janguages asa mediues

l‘-'llel:iliLln io tI“: -cua'l'i.v:ul'llm- TI'IE census

report of 201 | states that 96.71 per cent have one
of the twenty-two scheduled lanpuages as thedr
E-:Hl.lﬂ longue, while anly 10.6 per cent stated That

oY £ English.
'|l|r|[| ma]-:e education morg i:'Lq:IU'hl'u'I'.‘-':IJHj Hllgl1l|l.;‘:1:
the ; g5 im Lhe ciamitg yEaee
lmhl;tﬂﬁgl:’?l:‘:;ﬁﬂhinﬂhwﬂﬂ Collepe hecaled in

e

) &

GEETA BHATT

Maharashirs, B. Tech sivdents were
taught Computer Science and
Engineering entirely in Marathl. They
secured placernents in cmn'l:qulgs_
demenstrating that hlt?uagt isnota
barrier ta success In techndcal educa-
LB,

The burden of the colonial hang-
over in oar textbooks has eventual-
ly been replaced by Bhartiva contri-
bushions,

While Imparting education in
Bhartiya languages is one of the primary concerns
of NEP2020, il emphasises building a positive cul-
tural identity. Mational Council of Fducational
Research and Training (MCERT} has launched ten
new textbooks for cJasses five and eight in Hindi,
English and Urdw, covering languages, soclal scl-
ence, gclence and art education. More are in the
offing with emphasis on conceprual understand-
ing, pedagogical approaches, and experiential
learning. Under MEP2OZ0, rooling textbooks in
aur heritage has been a poiding principle theat aims
to strengthen our national ddentity,

NEF2020 has also envisaged the incorporation
of randg-on EXpETLENCE a0 xl:i.'lli,ng necessiti=s of
the 215t century in the corricolum. Regulatory
Frameworks ensuring parity and integration of
scademic and skill-based learning havve been for-
maliged by e Mational Credit Framework{MCrF).
This parfty and equivalence in academic programs,
especially in tertinry education, will assist seam-
bess transfer In a eolfied credit system,

Multiple entry-exit options for a stodent in 2
Programms in hiE,lltr education have intradoced
academic Hexibility. To sireamline the academic
credentinls of the students countrywide, a unigoe
12-digit 1D ie being generated for the students
called Automated Permanent Academic Account
Registry [(APAAR) that digitally manapes the aca-
demie records and stores them in the Academic
Bank of Credil, This technology-assisted record
managemenl supports the "Doe Mation, One
Smdent IV campaign, ensuring accessibility and
comtinuity throughoot the country,

Flve yeazs of NEP20ZD have brought » radical
transformation in the education system In the
couniry, An important aspect of lﬂE.ng the leap
ks 45 erplemientation in the next fve pears would
be capacity building of the faculty, At pregens,
MISTHA {MNatienal [nitintive for School Heads and

Teachers Helistic Advancemnent) and MMTTC
(Malviay Mission Teachers Trining Programine)
are undertaking tradning progrms for tenchers i
schools and higher education, respectively.
Teachers need !DE‘EHI‘I.I.iFIFII:d with new pedogog-
kcal methods ke experiential learning and cone-
pelency-baged assessments. Robust protessional
development progrums in physho] nvode can cas-
cicle the execution pace of NEFIDI0, A conslanl
[vivre e riss The varions elbication p-.'lli;.'il.'i i Thee
CMuslry, froum e Bt lari Coanmiszion i [965

b MEF2020, has been the budgetary provision of
& per cent of the GDP for education.

The 2023-24 annwval report of the Ministry of
Education states that the Centre and States will
work together to increase public ivestment in the
Education sector 1o reach & per cent of GDP at
the earliest. Education, belng a concurrent sub
Jectin the constitution, needs handhelding from
the Central Gowernment a2t well a5 the State
Grovernments,

Initakives like Samagr.l S]ult.sha.ﬂbh:ﬂ.n 1]-]-' the
Centre aim to improve exdsting systems, Jevel per.
fortvances, learning outcomes and bridge social
a8 well as pender gaps at the school level,
Haomwever, state Govermments are important stake-
holder, and their Bek urp{ﬂjﬁ:ll i m.l':."lt.id ko
podentinl gaps in reaching the poals.

Acatandardised monitoring mechanism can help
in effective svaluation and implementation of the
Mational Education Policy, particularly in infra-
gtraebore and foundational ]i!Eﬁl:]-' and numers-
cy (FLN} and early childhood care and education
(BCCE). The varying level of engagement with the
policy by the stares and the sheer sive of the coun-
try, &l times, poses a concern to the uniform and
effectlve implementation of WEP2020,

MEF2020 has introduced systemic academis
and administrative reforms within the first five
years of lis bmplensenfation, As o pation prepar-
ing to become a developed ration by 2047, sig-
niflcant impeius o education will play a pivodal
rale in shaping the intellecual and skill capital,
and economis strength, of India.

The Implementation of Matlonal Education
Policy 2020 across the country in letter and spir-
it will peepare citizens who take pride in being
Bhartiya, fuel innavation, develop a bnowledge
economy, loster quity, sustainable developiment,
and democritic valies ansd will be squipped o
engage will the world contidently.

[The mevier 15 Dnectar of Men Calloglale Weman's Educalion
"i'jﬁ'l a Badand, Ureyapsiny ol Qedhi
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Tamil Nadu's engine of progress: education for all
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How education may end

ang or whimper?

SUKANTA CHAUDHURI

Bram them and irvoke Beir autlice-
iy, Prescripons and restrictons

IIT Bl set up
a cammiites W0 investigata s song oy
Faix Aklmad Faiz The Uniwersicy
Granls Commission issued a cir-
cular against spitting on cammes,
[Thiis was Jong Bedfare Covid.)

What ks the outeems of thes angy
of comazissbon and omdsslon? 1ty
be toa early to answer with factaal

. Crudial factors like cam-
pus freedom and academic marale
cannot be guantifed in any c=se,
bt both have unguesonshly de
clined. Campuases are conbrodled by
‘commitied” Baenity and, ot groumd
kel by polidelsed student k-
gatdes. They do not louwrish i Spie
ol e hesns-nasded conod bl o2
iy famrumendy and even arbilers
Acstlemics peross [ndia are wary
abend Apeaking ibelr minds &5 never
before This ells oo their readiness
b0 Eake: inthstives or Jostar originel
thoughit, Bven as ey ke nespissd
far ‘seademic innovalion’

Knikledge and undersianding

- annal be quantified eitber, bat they

are threalened with a recductive con
formity. Syllabi wre langely stand:
artized across tho colnsfry :EJul':ne
le-aﬂm:; cerugnes more and more
peilagogic spae It nol ealy saves
i beschiers” salaries ot also pleas-

Sukants Chaudburt k= Profesaar
| Emeebius, Jadmenar Undwsnsing

* Policy 2020

: nal Education

&= dha i edubech hensas and, mast
importanity, confines the nation's
wanlh b a sardtzed, imithreabening
corse of mstroctian.

Given the dismal altuation sven
{hiis might aften be a gain, Bod it -
pairs our best kegacies of karning,
and dellocts the nation disastroas-
ty from the gual of & productive
kmowledge  society,  Predictably
rolege education i basing [£5 shine.
This year's Common Unjversily
Entrance Tesl saw more applicanis
bul [ewer studenis sctoally bRk

. Enginearing colleges,
once the destinatlons of chaicé,
are shutting down. At (he juvends
ersd af the & , (k@ Armaal
Status of BEducation Reports cavesl
an alarming lack of basic skills In
Bg4, 2% of teenagers ooukd nol
read a back in heir mothet oogue
meanl e seven-yearalds. The
wmast Tadical frmevation in the NEF
has heen guictly fopgoiten: mETE:
1ng crpanadis with pardy primasy
sdncaticn, which might truly bve
changed lrelin's hasic educaticnal

Fm'.
ahle, Whan the drumbent s e oW,
the actual oitpal peoves sadly

MeAgTe. )
An  alterootive  scenarsa  dis-
pensis with the drumbeass Coagh
strapped slale puaicmonts prefer
(ks 1l en s b s s monoy, which
v Lhas o plstaiin fr
kst bear il bk mebuarms, Wiest Haogl
aiflisirs i Instrective examplis
Buomgnl has duublid  ils sinbe
unversites i i lla owor fho last

Glaring gsps

dnzen years Hut the new cmas are
Eardly pasl the sigonbourd siage,
whila tha establlshed ones are
sinrved of hmds and persannel,
The Jatnar wolld be licky fo v
beall’ thedr sanctianad lnoukty, whila
s e anes have handly any full
i teachers ab all. Labs, libraiies
and other mirastructure ape in
oommensurate decline o, in new

deficiencits magrified in Emalles

T R,

'ﬁfmm is nod far 1o
Bengnl. Madras Univeralty was un.
able fo pars fts annaal bodget tkis
March. The permanant faculty al
majar Lniversiits= might namber
besis thim o hurdred seross depart
meists. Collegn departsents are
cloalig adarmingly for o natbon in-
temt om dhovn béireg s enrslment bn 10
VerS,

Private Inesfituiikms might be
ghsarbing part of the exodis, Bat
thEﬂEEﬂf&lﬁuw mlg‘m: major-
iy, wi p prospect of compen-
;l.:lnm emphmyTeel therealter. Cme
sectlon of our yanil :ll:ﬂld.l? pir-
aums deaining coorses ab crippling
expense. Anather s_minrl. i piving
1&p on higher sdncatin alkogether

Tl is the unspeakable trgedy
of ik dismantling of e stake edu-
galion sysdem |E pobs mesl Indians
of all chonee of o monpitghil el-
pengion, Geverigmansl nak sebals
e vrvingly deficienl i wirnudly
nll sdaies, In Bengul an miukagiale
bk antow seerviceatile pehyoal syvabem
is crumbilng through unchecksd
vorruption and peglect. The back

er-stadent patin Taile all scceptahle
norms: there is soarcely one full-
tlene maths leacker per high school,
Ineitably, faculty morals at all lev-
uls s artam all-dee Jowy
A o] =t fallow is overuan with
waede. Politicied maBasi call the
shots on all oo many campuses,
eshen at the hallowsd level of medt-
cal colleges, Systemic revival seems
a receding prospect Dur rubsrs hask
complacently in the impasse under
belber of comrt orders, skirting
the owus of cleaning up the mess
Morecver, a3 in oiher Oppositon-
raled states, the sovernment and
the govestar (also chancelor of the
slate’s universidies) wrangle over
authority while instostons lan-
meieh and enslents Oes Qe avstem
[ bree cudlined too albernaties
atucaboral searariog; misdirected
boumty againgl lack of Rmds, mao
Home . of Oonedde aetaly agaans
tarpar aad aegligenes, Lltmaredy,
the bweowarian Bolh deprive the de
prived, cheating the nadon of pro
durbve humss mgouros
The path of action idghe offer
muore presing rewsds than the path
al derelickion: neither will lead us
b g toe knowiedg sociery. TS
Eliol cow the world s ending “Not
wilh o bang bet o whiniper” Lo
sibpcticnal el alfinnds a chilce
hetwenn the bwo, ar .;_t‘lh'l?“mtﬂml
{gnlher Thal pight simpey
i sese af e )
o We {his revert |u|1-.1blr:-r3-'IDI.
scal Orog. JlsI !rﬂﬂrﬂj ;ﬁ'
Fiiges - e 51U o
(e ELNE gl rroaks dn the
ey te el

D ———— ]

game KEY.
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WEAK PILLARS

ive years of the National Edecation Palicy
F 0 should show the direction in which
it is going, It is an ambitious policy for an
overhaul of the education system, both schoal
and higher education The emphasis i¢ oo in-
clugive, multidisciplinary, digitally competsnt
future-ready training, with the introduction of
Indian knowledge systems One target was 100%
foundational literacy and numeracy by Standard
II in 2025 Setting targets is part of the learn-
Ing-outciames-based policy. But the Annual Stefus
of Educatinr Report 2024 shows that only 48% of
Class IT students have reached BEE Appropriate
reading fuency. PARAKH Rashiriya Sarvekshan
had found that 43% of Class V1 students canpot
grasp the main ideas in & text and 54% cannot
compare whole numbers or read large numbaers,
Flawed age-appropriate achievement levels are
symptomatic of an inner failure, Given that in-
creased enrolment is one of the triumphs of NEP
2020, this suggests that more emphasts needs to be
given to actual learning rather than the mumbers
being reached.
"The five pillars of the policy are access, equity
— support for disadvantaged groups — quality —
multidisciplinary education urging critical think-
ing, experiential learning and creativity — af-
fordahility — free and compulsory education from
age three to 18 and accountability — all stake
holders are accountahle for learning outcomes,
These are noble ideals; yet certain contradictions
dppear. The ideas of equity and affordability do
not chime together, for example. The NEP's ides
of cluster schools to share resources would not
help schools in remote areas, Tte emphasis on dig-
ital learning, again, is a bar fo equity, Vocational
training is now part of the mainstream up to the
undergraduate level, yet cultural resistanoe and
the resistance of higher education instititions
marginalisa it. These are only some of the ways
In which NEP %20 betrays itself Tis thres-lan-
Buage formila is being resisted by cortain states,
aither (o prevent the influx of Hindi or in faar that
It will hurt some regional languages. The idea] of
private-public partnership for services and eduea-
Hen-focused technology, too, has croated fears of
the privatisation of education, AgAln sabotaging
equity. The main probiem perhaps goes dieper
Thal vnly sume skates Jyuve adopted the MEE that
ol prirtinlly, shows wp the proldem of irying
centralise education and standirdize languagee:
study and curricula, For o country with diverse
regional needs, education al all leviels must be in-
Tused with aturramy for the besi resnlis \¥
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Cholas, Mughals & India’s
educatlon Past & present

Minist=r
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recent vzl o
Gangaikands
oh fiar (e
Aadi Thiruwsthira) festival
.:..T_lEﬂ.i. Eia'u't!m'I';TLET
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Even government employees like elementary school teachers and nurses have

WIVIAN WARG

1 Tina Liuwashired
toteach Heramareina
public elemenmary
school in soathern
China, her confract
Included the usaal

warnings about abtentesism and job per-
formande,

Then came another line: Troveling
abroad withou the schools permission
could gt her fired,

The rolewas reméorced in o szaff group

chat."Ancording IJJ?J].EIJ.DTIS' Bra .
cqfups,m-ﬂlmn ma’n*mg'lharflhmgehir

"Wewill carremtlynot permit amy overseas
VAR,

Across China, similar warnings are
apreading as authoriies tighnen control
nver state emiployess” contacts with for-
eigaers, Some kindergamen reachers,
doctarsand even Nk R ctars
uduumlwnfmrnn-md-m
have been crdered 1o hand mn their poass-
poarts, Somie cldes make retiress wait two
wears bo reclaim their passpors.

1 many eloes, travel oversess by poblic
emplopees, even for personal Measoms, re
quaires approval. Businessirips abroad for
ardinary reseaech, exchange aed sndy™
I b banreesd, Andinmoss proeinoss,
thase who have studied abroad ATE MW

from certain publie posicons.

Difizials sevarions reasans, meluding:
profecting natiennl securiny, fghting cor-
rugpition and curting costs, Bus the s
all the resricrinns expacnled rapldhy,
sweeping wp employess who sy they
v o acoess bo sensitive mfarmation o
government furds. The Mew Yark Times
epolne to severn pubic Ernlpll:ljfr‘:l.- includ-
iy an ehementary sehoal music wackes,
a ourse and & [erature professon, win
confirmed the pestrsctons.

Thenulesarepartala pushby the cenral
autheriies to impose :[v:-gm-mﬂ:ﬂ!m
litical disciplice and Lﬂw heyalty em
govermmentworkers. Twoal the people the
Tirme-s s pole to 2k theywers ilso ordered
to dligelome their peraonal socinl media e
coud s tother 1%, ARKIENET persan
smici=he had oootifyheremployeritshe i
tlue citpwhere she workel. Some ool gos-
ernments have banned chvil servants from
paning out i groups of more then theee,
mensures that caie after several repores
o excrssve drinking at official hanguets.

But suthnrsties &re Iy wigilunt
abaus prerseas contact, The Chinese gov-
ernumin fias bieen wary of the threat
of espicmage and what it pees as brseile
foreign forces seeking msow discantent
ln.]d;:,]:'-&nph'i Czly, mﬂhmcﬂum-
munist Party's mouthpiees, pablished an
article declaring that people-to-pecple
diplammacy “exists berause af the
amd shoold be led by the party.

The resulristhat evenas Eﬂjln_:tﬂ:lg
Hses itsell a8 ¢ £ ACITSeET IOTEIET
m—snndbunﬁ?;.iﬁw?\mm'“i'

i Tpoam beaving.
b, i it forelgmers
focomme to Ching, Hos advertise Chinese
culmare and hope they 1| boost the ecan-
oo™ eaid Lin, who isin her 205. “Bug an
the erthier hiusd, why are you tEPPLAE LS
bere, rather than letting us se= move af
Thewenrd?

Trawel resrictions for SOme F’-‘;

loyees are not mew, Smce 200
ﬂ- king afficials or those handlieg

been ordered to hand in their passports, to enforce “discipline”

DH ELLUSTRATION. DEEFRY HARCHARDAH

Nopassports, no study abroad:
Chinalimitsitsstafftravel

strie serTe DR sl MeporT [ereign Trave
advance. Ther names are given 1o barder
Gificials 1o pre'«untunnuc'llmu:l exdits.

Butunder XiJimping, IOST
erful lender in decodes, the f-'nnmﬂsm
exremddiog to far kower-leve] Workars,

Full-time officiks ar sx fishing villag-
ex near the city of Zhonskzn, in coasml
Zheftang province, werd wold 1o surmes
der their donsments, 1 ool govertmens:
m.}g;sh:gﬂur_hlu ;.;ij;_n.ll.:iJ' A province,
apublic| Agensy Al okl em
'I:;I‘E]J-I:II'I: amy cersess irigs they'd mbin
sipen 20,

A rrusicreacherapan elementaryschoel
el Hete pcu.l.ri,ru:-l"'l'-!]ﬂ thatshe had
H‘F‘Fﬁfdmﬂ‘:' pe Malaysia this sammer hi-
thpmﬂdhﬂﬂlﬂﬂ whrvad
there. Her sehoal principal rehased the
requesT, sid the mecher, who gnae ooly
herarname, Warg, for fearofrezlidon,

A muese ot o bospial it thefang said
shewould need four laversofapprovak o
ravednbroad. The murse, whio alsoasked
bejiencified only h,!ytrmume,ﬁu,_l'rm
Fecrr o pembinon, said shehadnotapplied,
mmﬂh;&mluqd{mﬂﬂm-
iring Vismanm. The resoactions. she said,
s to styorr s that ven ordinary
workersmight fleewithsensitve informa-
mﬂrumﬁuuﬁ—miﬂﬂhtjﬂ.ﬂud al.

“If there ire any serets, wiuld people
(ke knoww whout themi™ shesasd. "Wy
sy dow have toabecond wizhs

Thesewho areallewed e rmelabrond
Are SO EEES rmu.i.rrl:l_!lil pledge not o
epclanper notiodial securicy or speek il of
China whils awar

The Inner Momgolie Unlversity af
Technlogy il empliyees mol G accept

ity mechia intendews or o e with asy
“ouizile pamies” while shroad, without
sathorisstion. Encounters with “amti-Chi-
it foroes™ should be reparted to Chinese
ermiasgies, the universite maid,

Failureto hand i one's pass perrwithin
aweek of renuming could lead o a fve
rﬁ.ﬁumtltp.n_. i

B resimicizons are olso cresping ineo
hiring. For new gradustes lwoping o jidn
Chinas eivil service, some of the mpst
corveled positions are in the RITMITIE
kncesm ns “msandinosheng " which kosely
transianes ag “selpcted students.” Those
students, whoare recnsed from top umi-
’E"-!t'fﬁhrmpur on & fastmrack ta lesder-

Ench provinee determines which
Echoods it will recroic from, and saany, in-
chulieg Guangdong in the south, nsed 1o
inchade overseas universities. This year,
Guangdong listed ealy Chinese universi-
riess &0 alid fve ocher réginns in the past
yeur Oy Shangkoi nowmeplicitly neceps
ﬂﬁ:ms ol foreign umbversities [or the

Liavming province, in the noctbesst,
wiemt ewen further. Amvome wiss had lived
oiersiad for more than six mosths, and
whose “experience and political pecfor-
manoe ahicad™ were hard o investigase,
was deemed ineligible this vear.

deparnents in major cites have
imipoed slmilar rules, In Shanglad, even
& Spoaise or cose relative who has

mve "h"'ﬂ-i.d candisgpealify acandidace,

Drompshu i, o probessor ot Cioe Univer-
sicy of Hemg Kong whosrudies Chica'seivil
SETYICE, said that many of the restriciFans
st likedy did mot svem from o clesr cpn-

tral mandate. But 2s the cepmral govern-
ment's scrumizy of medleve! afficials his
grovem, thoap mideve] affdals were prob-
ably Tryding Ba avoid any passible srirces
i troubls.

“Because of 175-Chinn relations, be-
cause olfithe competition, [ think &'s fulren
eay that Chinese soclety In goneral bid be-
DO e Sensitive 10 Breipn countries,”
Lin zaid. For policymakers, thas makes

ma ton foreigm countries

Chifiese poverrment Soll wants
e broadeest an image of opermess, and
wnwdd prefe o beep it inward tam nuoes
it 24kl W Qiang, an independent po
Fical analyss I Begjing. Althcagh some
local governments have pubilichid dheir
PR § ams oflife, many inrer-
vidwees sabd they were todd only verbally

Enforcementofthe resrictions

T b iserwen. Zhu sasd s es st ocherhos-
pitals in her city sill bad their passpors,
s aypeesarenotthe

BOVErTAMENT el arenil
anky oaes being sorutinissd for oversesd
nes, China's state securicy spency has ne-
peatedly wamned ordinary citizens about
the dangers of travelng overseas, oF o
baak ous for fnreigners who mdghtbe sples

Drang Mingzha, chaic of Gres Elecir,

amajor Chineseapplinnes mansfactares,
snidl this year thar s he would avsid hifng
penpls who renarned from overseas, be-
eause they enight be spies. Thar deda-
ration drew widespread crsticism from
sncial media users who asid it promeoted
liscrimination wid weh] farm Ching’s

P v Times <[5
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‘Wh}? the HECI Bill matters fcurhlgher educationin India
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Jobs at Risk

Al's Reality Check

mats’s whize-collar workfioros
las st ried feeling (o Eremoms
of jobdisplacement due in Al
wih I e s Lvrges | ITemploy
#r Taln Consalian iy Servioes
[TUS) wineancing 1 will ¢

12000 roles. Whide the bty 'stech
nology induzbry has weathersd e
=l dowedurns in the past=from
- Y el o v 200 T e ad
#15 anad the Covid-sra Brepes-2he el
rect ShER IR uikike any before. A1k

reswribing ohdesoripilons meplacing
Tﬁrﬂllnﬂm A Boreing a resel 4m
what sklllsare maly fubireprocd 1's
euof 2 broseder trend, Recrilnmens
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Meghnad Desai: The
view from classroom

otéd economist and Labour peer

Meghnad  Desai passed away

recently. Few individuals command

such universal recognition — his
impact transcended not just borders but
boundaries of language, discipline, and
realm of thought,

For bath of us, he embodied the ideal of
the great teacher. We were from the first
batch of Meghnad Desai Academy of Eco-
nomics. Desal, in one of his lectures, quoted
Keynes's description of a master economist:
“# master economist..must understand
symbols and speak in words, He must con-
template the particular, in terms of
the general, and touch abstract and
concrete in the same flight of
thought.”

Desai’'s style of teaching
changed the way we engaged with
ideas and understeod the world.

We were in the international
political economy course he
taught. Through this class, T (Patel)

exactly which sign or step had eluded him
carlier. Before him, along with his note-
book, was an open box of pizza and a can of
Coke, leftovers from a working lunch tha
he had put aside in his pursuit of clarity

We recall nsany water-cooler conversations
with peers marvelling ar how he didn't need to
be this way — but perhaps he simply couldn't
help it That was the only way he knew.

He cared deeply for knowledge, for his
students, and for their learning. He
remained committed 1o that ideal.

Im the midst of all this, he was very alive
to humour, too, He once made a joke about
the oddity of naming an institute
after someone still alive — which
had the entire hall erupting in
laughter

His passion rubbed off on us in
many ways When 1 (Misra)
reached out 1o him for advice on
doctoral studies — confessing a

reference for “real-world prob-
lems” over purely theoretical work
— he shared a perspective that fun-

hecame fascinated by the effects of

the Industrial Revolution on weav- damentaily shifted my outiook:
ers in India and wrote a short “You know, Prakhar, the biggest
paper exploring how the Lancash- advantage of theory is that theory
ire model and its replication in saves time. Imagine being able (0
Britain impacted these COM - work out what the outcome of 2
ties. [ approached him at his office. J‘WHSh policy -.J.rl.l_] I:r«e ]_:efn:rre actually
He immediately invited me to sit; Patel implementing it!~ After that, the-

enjoying his pizza and coke, he
read through my work and, almost
offhandedly, began discussing the
varlous arguments that scholars have
dehated around this topic, What he consid-
ered a casual ramble could easily have

sed for the literature review section of a
seholarly paper on industrialisa tion in
India.

During one of his lectures where he was
working out a proof (perhaps of the Heck-
sher-Ohlin model), I (Misra) had asked him
a question related to the math on the board
but not directly to the tople, Without miss-
ing a beat, he adapted the equations (o
rackle the query, but after a brief pause,
admitted with a twinkle in his eye that he
had momentarily lost his way. With charac-
teristic wit, he referenced his age, joking
that he would revisit the question the [ol-
lowing day.

Later, when [ dropped by his office to dis
cuss another doubd, I found him completely
ahsorbed, meticulously working through
tines of equations — determined to pinpoint

ory no longer felt like an abstract
exercise detached from reality

Desai left an indelible mark on
us. His last message to one of us was “Keep
reading widely and hang on to some of your
ideas but you will have a lot more to learn
than you realise”, Young minds need that
kind of energy — that pushes you forward
but also slows you down just enough 10
learn, reflect and grow,

It is far beyond our abilities to discuss his
contributions to academia and literanurs ar
to comment on the large body of knowledge
he has left behind, What we can say is that
he did fit very well this verse:

“Jis jaanib bhi mirtt wda doon, naye aafr-
pab paida fo jaaye.

Filhaal bachchan mein hoan, subun ke
gubbaare banata hoon”,

(Wherever I Nling dust, new suns risc.
When I'm with children. 1 shape bubbles).

Praklior Mizra bz of Jehis Hogking Universily
i Ayush Patel is with L74 Craft Chders
The views expressed are persondl.
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‘On Path to Medlmnty?

Despate being a young and ambitious nation, India's overretianee on ouldated education, passive

parenting, and low innovation threatens its fulure in a tech-driven gorld: writes Sachin Shridhar
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LEARNING PANGS

Indiaand Bharat diverge
on NEP’stwin-track

The policy's fifth
anniversary offers
amoment for
introspection.
Heinvention mustnotrisk
deeper divisions

HAVHEET SHARMA

dichotomy carefully crafied in
cur couniry's political discourse,
l.ngl;a versus Bharat, .;]EL‘E“!‘I‘-
berates throughour policymaking, The
phrase T, phire i Bharat’ isa const-
turionsl oruism, vet itis often partrayed
a8 i these are two entirely dstnet en-
tithes, The NEP 2000 bepins with thix
premmise and assers that the cummens ed-
ucHBOn systerm, éstnbished during Beit-
ish eolomizlrule for messeducation, sin-
adverventy ' Indsan’and Macauayvian
Irarguesthatthis system does not cater
mmeuaa:l.imrlnq:ll;i:dumnfﬂhmt.
with its indigenous know) valwes,
andnooms. The NEP2020 ifupon
iself 1o chart the 'righs’ path to decolo-
nise ecducation, an emterprise it claima
remainedneglecied even after 70 vears
afindependence, becauseirbelieves thas
carlier grvemmens were nat Gkarn
o encugh or bad & sinister design to
kegp Indians enslived 1o an anglicised
understanding of knowled pe and lmowl-
edge construction,

The NEP 20010 identifies this per-
cenved Maw in our education system as
hundamentaland seeks e alter bath the
discourse and the gystem through the
adoptian of new and innovative ideas
such as learning outeodes, digial and
maching kearning, academic bank af
eredits: schol and university accredi-
Lason, mubtple entry-exit options, and
vicarkialisatson, These s presended
it glohally wseed and proven concepis,
which, whn implemented, ase capect-
woth o bielp orcare Blariva scligols and
ntiversis o will produee ghibal ci-
it et b el Didlinn edios,
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elfscacy ol any sebiem, pariscalarly i
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U G v cxliscnsinn, ot wthsat i
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maknga chimeera, anethas wis first pro-
posed bythe Knthari Commissivaniearly
Fve decades agn. The bodgesary alloca-
tioo foreducation stoodat 3,53% of GDP
before the NEP and has since declined,
reaching just 2.5% n 20024-25,

The Centre has withheld funds
fram states that do not conform 1o the
ndnpratonand mplementation of NEF,
using schemes like PM-SHRIand Sarva
kst Abhiyan sy instrusmess of com-
P]_J:BI?QL In stazes governed by partics
Wiy

liffering ideslogies, soch as Tamdl
Madu, West Bengal, arad Berala, funds
aréafiendenied.

Even among private schoals, there
£3iEE 2 widde gpectrim, ranging from,
those operating ow of modest kothls ce

bungalows 1o instinetions with spramwi-
ing campuses and state-of-the-art -
cilities. The digital distde is stark, and
gevernmmient schools, to, vary greatly
incharacter, from 8 ﬁﬁm
micipalschoalstowell-funded Fa
Wﬁlﬁﬁ“ﬂﬂ}“’ﬂ'lﬂ#dnyﬂjﬂﬂnﬂr@m
the UDISE report, amonp the 3, 84,634
mmrrwmﬂhu-:h cabering o elnsses
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roame. Despie o mg_mﬁ-:nm criiphiasis
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iz dital pparndon of schaoks, Asq
psid, (hie podicy 005 B0 Operae v
pos dhisgineet trmeks = aoowe Tor fapli il
arlser b i

IK5: A thousand-year void
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& producing rescarch an topics such s
the impact of sutvrk food an gt health
ind preno-hased Vedic approaches i
reducing suicidal tendencies. Mean:
white, gver B0% of India’s population
CONKIRIES 0 CONSUME MON-Vegetanan
!ﬂﬂj.lﬂjﬂﬁehﬁhﬂna X% increae
B el suickd s,
Theides of K3, asevidendin the mod-
= curriculum, averiooks any oomrik-
thons v Indian or Bhareiys knoraledge
produced between 1000 ATH and 1857
AD, The subtest i clear: dusring eight
centusies of Muslim re, Indians alleg-
edly meither learmed nor consmscted
any mesninghul knmwlsdze, The medel
carrsaahum elevates Sanskit or mare
precisely, Brabmimeal, knowledge as
the andy vabi aceupans of the sanctiom,
sanctorum of Indlan invellectual bert-
age. [n contrast, Tamnil, Pali, and Persian
Eneranzes, non-texrual traditions, and
contributons Brom Buddhism, Jalnism,
Sikbas, Loserwne, Sufisen, and Urcy are
treated BE though they froem
soene cber India or Bharar altogether
The MEP proposes the comcept of
& ‘schoal complex” io ensure the ‘ept-
mal'uisstion of resources, amavethar
bras recently trigpered o wave ol schoal
mergersand closures in Uttar Pradesh
']'Jﬂsh*bu!'aﬁhlﬂmmﬂrl]rh[
of povernment schook. Frameworks
sueh as the Scheal Cualicy Assessmen
and Accreditation Framewark (S0AAF
willinereducamultiple lversal superv-
o, incTeasing bureaucratic ove right.
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s, nodl aocording vo the bawst LT
15E repore. envolment bas declinesd in
boabgomvernansnt and pos abeschonls by
L62% and B3 2% respectively
Mo pobey consave nsa gL mer
aight for the deeporoad s of ihe
exlwcanian sysent, The aniversan of
such apisey skl s a5 4 i
fiow reflectivin. res Lo RTTRTLY EEeR 1T IR TR
I PR DA, T spocniehe by ol
crvnmem, plicynibeoes, o sleasliesgcd
T TE T S TR TS abw il as a s
|1II'I'I|I||'\-|II|I.'h'||'-\.'I.II||'.'I||'.|I.I|".|I| (ELUILTL]
1 cevstis s b s Dl g v
IS b NP 30080 mi s
IRLITTR TS TN LT SR lin il m Lk i
By, cin il iablicrtineie
||_||||."'|I|'I R B TR T TH AN LR
A oonbid ] o fugies ik il
ST sl i |
Periid o it el edin s ”'I:"'
Fripoesiiyid M deal rino el
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‘Defect to win: science is set to be
overwhelmed by fraud papers

Without independent. coordinated, and better-funded systems 10 detect, iwestigace, and punish misconduct, science risks being shaped by those

whi 522 bad-faish behiviour as the most rational path forward, accordig to 2 meajor study that drew on multiple data sources and analytic tools

Vasodeyun Mukunth

etk TiEw fudy
publistial in the Proceafings of’
fiw Marsonal dcademy of
Srimmoer om 4 has
warmiel Thisk systematic sclentfic fraod is
e Fanger & fringe concern buta
prervasiv, coganied, and resadly growing
threat that jeopandises e Ssurdation of
research worldwlde, The sody has
revealed b Ane-frined breakeup of the
aciors, melhods, and scale behind
irntustrinEred academl miscamducr
Dirreeing on & crove of hitdistmeric and
forecsic dam, fhe team — frem
Hortbwesmern Undversry and the
WEFSimoni Matonal Instibste for
& Blathematics in ‘both in the:
Ui, and the Unhrersity of Bydney n
Ausinlia —has revealed how conndimaned
“ﬂﬂ!!“ﬁmnﬁmhﬂ'ﬂrﬂpw
eompliznt edirors, and enscrupile:
*u-un'u]sw-:dh:l,p.hu 0 s predhice
Frapchalent ressarch.
1n 2 persooal Wlog post ahr) the
effiort, Reese Richardson, the snidyvs bead
author and a posidnereral feliw at the
Armaral Lab a2 Northsesiern Univesslty,
WITHE, "The sCermmic emrpris s menw
witmass o widespread, ofganised
, defiectinn from the sciemific poblic goods
gome. Larpe swaths of pligers, among
them many scientsts, Fevisess, editors,
and pulblishers, are choreing e o lomge:
Fenune

make conrrionm e ths pol®
S pushlbe gami
Thi rEam Ins analysls csing garmes

ehiecay, Ukening sciance b4 srawling
grubilic poads gasmes bn which. progmes iy
driven by collaboraran, oust, ard sl
Evarsrmaent I thie srudy's framewoik, bn
exchange for generating knowledin soid
training (e me genesadion, ssentss
i pocial rewrnds B funding and
career shearnce merd, Howewes, & he tie
and complexdty of scence heee bath
balloomed, =0 oo have the indesgisi and
o delfect.
m:kTEd: has abways been joins
concen: that thess may compel
A 50 Hmmwﬂ?fm
respanch elthos _. the foous has bngsly
im0 the acttons of lone indrdduals
the (e&ss weme In s paper. “Bec
e, QOIS dmﬂlﬂtﬂﬁ;ﬂr
ol activities have lncreased.”
Richardon wnoe thet ‘defestion” W
difned 3= “the a of choosing 1o
ponerbee less this cthes plavers desplie
haing the I:I:IEH:I'I:I munum
ke added toat T
pames simula h'l- mﬁ;
wrrdersand over time that defec
yiekds the grester advantage, leading o
them conerkoing less and Jess mhe
M”“““*{“ﬁ“ﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁm
usually a groasp ol players i
i by’ (e e i oo faith, mat
players graduslly revr Libsair Injpe. Ax 3
resak, th otal henesies fram the peal
dwimic whils the pismber of defecir
risas.
Thas pper abi rationalised the use of
the gume thirdie framiswork as 3 mEans
0 anafyse research miscandudt fs an
EM
“ k.

prpankzad sotbvity rather than as errees
ﬂh:ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂ.hthnﬁmlnﬂmnl:-mm
whrwind 35 2 Cheaner el ol an
hmﬂﬁpmmmwﬁﬁ heat of
a a<n
indreidoals and entdes. Indeed, evin tse
definition off & Ao standsed deem coch e
‘paper mEl' remains sehuloss. Some of
the organisations we describe may b
hesier characteriae as ‘brokerapes’ than
paper mils, We also cannot asceriain
whiet our ohiervrtions are dus po the
imsalvememt of commercial paper mdls o
whese they arse & 2 requl of fes Bl
PeET nEtwarks operaling on a
nomnenimerclsl hasis Gad could e the
case among #ere of the ediions we ﬂl.gl.'
T anrlhinie adided that the framewock
it alsa usefid “because it rames some
Iehavivur not in ethical renms bin b
terms cEmatonality. ... For many junis
sk=ctons and budding schentsts, engiging
in defersing behaor may e e e
T
AR e beart of dhis breskedows is the
mudu.'anun of scadormi N,
Fu.rrd.lnq; recognidon inceeasiegly
on quanticiee prosdes s
and chadon eoone, hindion,
auﬂjnm'mllm tacroes, ol of which
tan ke infaied. ©
Architechare of fraud
mhgmmmﬂmm e mbais
m SOLTTEE anut T
frls. Their scurces Included pummnﬁanﬂ
article metadan from Clacivene's Webs off

l:hl.l.huu .q:n.m'lmgu
ourmalk and milinns of ardcles = ap well
a5 lises of deindesed journals from i
m.nnd.r?mntmtnd
Bar from Chinese oveesight
mhocides. coembined this with deta
oot e racsed papess from the %
Remaction Warch databases metadala ad
oonien Bam PotPesr, 3 pecipobliceon
critique pladiorm; and ninehe
amatyses of publisher , Tgahly Irem
PLOS ONE andd Hindasd, boh ol wiack
labed each article with s hesSing ofior.
Lipom anatyshs, the peam ol thit
correaln edhors ac large joarsals, such a2
PLOS ONE amed the stabde of Hisdkl
joamak, conskrently hasdlid
dispropomtionarely masy arfickes thal
wirg evenigally retracted or which

| received critical comemenis o PubPeer.

MME_NM

idenfy individuals whese patbern of
TR PIEDOE CoUKIN'T b eplainid Ty
chaneoe, Thess edilors, marny of whom
ks pubBrhed aack other's wark, frmaed
cighthy-knie chaters thid, desfrite rrking
up less than 1% alall mi.'l_ﬂlr!'
implicaeed in most problematic artcles an
their jourzals.

One parcicular insight wes that e
frorad pecayssem has Become resifent and
addaptabibe, For issgie, as the paper pui
N, orpanissgions dach s the A adiimic
Mr{hﬂdﬁl"hwmll Assngialion
CAMLA) tn Ereia dian't esly wite and
submit phpers on bl of ellents o

» 4

whose pattern ol aioeplande
coubdn’e he explained by chance,

These gditors, many of whom
alse puhblished each other's work,
formcd tehtly-knit clasters e

despite making up less than 1% ol
il editors, were i
e

sctividy “journal hopped,” shifing lis
business tonew jourmalks a5 soon i
existing veroes were deindisd or
serutny of s activities incrassed,

The peam wrnln il between 2008 and
20, ARDFS posler of poaraniesd
publizstion vesues ballooned from 14 b
miods than &5 joumnals, inchading ohscune
1] hh:l.'lnl perindicals as well 2z ,|-:v|.|.|:u.:h
indexerd i Scopes, Wb of Sclence, and
MEDLINE. They added that the
Listerd by AREW,. have siso Seen deindesed
i rabes vastly excending che banelive,
G:fiEn in appapens respans: 1o EXpeAe
events - althongh the delndeving ales
| oooerred i showly to ol che gde of
fraudulent ootput.

Bvidence from journad anchises has
indicated thar meoer smdes publshed
theough ARDN'S petwork are bevond
fcupe, u'lﬂusrmin:lmmm
nmm‘m hie [nrermatiom)

or exauTile, the
resirchers found char of the e joarrak
Uy stumprehanshrely d fnm
ARDAE offerings, 10.1% puhlicadons
b stitiors from diffecens coaniries; they
alsn spotted a paper abour
hesoelnuts dppeasing in a jonmmal sbout
EIATES care. The team lnrerpeered thig

i mean ARDA, was selling papers’
#uchorships o the highest hidders.

Sobering munbers
An importan plank of the seaksk i dhe
team’s consrocton of pErsarik hased on
image doplication, whid: his Besame a
hadimack of hricsed srfance. The
reseanchers ldeagifed Lasge chighin: of
armicies puklisted i the pume joumsal, in
o e T, anid Bry e s
mhlhm.mmmlmmm
of femeapes, They were ahle 1o
'-EtSI-Iﬂﬁﬂﬂlh'l-mhnd; o sho thar chis
WiES noL & farkkes ooourrence: insiead,
e pumbesy are comdsient wigh mass
producion mwd coondinsed plhcement.
While all &f dcience s ible, the
ety of ifflreSon seems (o be uneves,
By comparing closely relared subfislds in
BMA biclogy, Rickardson ot al, Sl thae
wihile error rates wire similar scross
disparale new and axpsmding felds, the
dramatcally.

Sabiields with Eemiilaic, template-drives
research, such as R Ay, millAs, and
cancer, hed rersastion cabed peaking ai
%, widch significasnly exoeeded whar the
regeanchers sahd e e eXpechd from
honest e,

Pechags the most sobering data
mxposed 4 mamasch between the seade of
fraudulent ouipul and the imegricy of the
mechanismes desgned &0 gddress . Thy

| corpus of sespected paper mill prodoes

i1

hag feen dioubling every 1.5 years, which
e team hie esimaced ds 10w faster than

EE and fiar
cuparing the growth of Both retraced
and Sagged articles.

e ppresdve Tnsasures such as
defndiexing journid have been dwanfed
oy i shieer wole of com peomissd
witbers For fewrer than 100
jotarmaks hatwe bisn detndexed every vear
whenzas there bene bees nns af
thousands of ournals and & stagering
mumeber of suspect publications.

Acconding no the papes, “In fie]
cometams about edirorisl practices, [a few
Eillicenanric mipreeeods] can daindex o
jourmal, Web of Soence arxl Soopas
demdex on the crder of 3 umdred
joarmals each armopally, While dhds may
appear o ke a rge number, it i ten-fold
smaller then tse mmber of journala that
]:u'h!'.-;hpl.p-r:ﬂ.prn:l:.:u.

Excmra ol g Dot ciirresd frenchs,”

arcurad 58 of suspecied paper mill
pﬁllm“ﬂﬂm&hﬂtﬂmﬂm
[EHUE S ETTHIN] SUSpEC]
rwﬂmmﬂhiﬂdﬁm
il -

The winming soranegy

That pesearchers also acdmowledgid pomn
| poriand imitacons of thelr work,
Foertees, wars that solence Braod i by
it chandestine and aven
comprebensre data s me Dhely 1o
etiirybely estimane i3 Al scali The

=11 E.&d.euen “ghoy thar L'he
|.r|.|:-:ﬁ.IE thie extare sclenilfic reooed
IIEH-III‘-' 15 Burinng tinad ermaimed
Hm:l.l.d:. the shoomooenings fn the wery
pyEems through which acienitiEs infer the
rrosrwarchiness of each cithkers work"

Thee sy and I3 BSsmpanying
relecinns ooesiining Bedk ae wrgeni
warning and 3 call fr eilective action
within ihe aclentifec cominiinity
Inchstriabied scientfic faud = no ooger
a marginal sanstn, Bor i itadecumiely
e by curren measunes, nsead,
this nassarchens have revealed o resllon)
eonntem ol actors who have been
ceniivised o dalecs repe ;, iy
EXpiting the metrios and i of
i i

research and sclendbe prograss,
“These merworks are ssentially
m orgasisations, ity soperher 1o
proces: of seince” the snady's
sertor author and Hmum
Unbvessity grelisnr of
soleniid ped sppdied madhemadcs Liis 4
Piwne Al said in g saiemmen
“Milions of dolars are ireobeed T these
rcemszas”

Withour coordinassd, betler-reouroed,
and sysiesatically indepandens
approaches mdetect, investgane, and
sancrisn misconduct, the snady's Bidings
:}\Esﬂmimhnﬂ of sehance 15 at risk

thides foi whim
dhefecton [ the Emna] wiry 10 g
dembmath. vibehehinde oo i 'm‘r

-,
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Rewriting the rules of school in A.P.

TDP government reworks school reforms, aiming for better access

STATE OF PLAY

P. Siijatha Yarma
potbur varmsyEthehindw codn

T ment in Andhra Pra-

desh i revisitlng  the
education sector reforms in-
troduced by its predecessor

he Telugu Desam Par-
tvled NDA govern-

and is making changes whe- |

rever deemed necessary. Mi-
nister for Human Fesources
Development Mara Lokesh has
stated that policies yielding
positive outoomes will be re-
tained, while thase that failed
to deliver tangible results will
be rolled back. The task being
both critdcal and challenging,
the Minister is taking an objec-
tive and balanced view of the
educational landscape, recog-
nising that the well-belng and
future of smdents must re-
main at the heart of the new
Imitiatives.

Officials in the education
department are assessing
what has worked, what needs
improvement, and how best
b e forward without caus-
ing inconvenience to stakehol-
ders, The rask at hand is to ca-
ter to the needs of 58,535
schools, 68,15,925 smudents,
and 3,13,112 teachers across
the State. Of these, 44,285 are
government  schools with
33,937,762  students  and
1,84,898 teachers; 7B are aid-
ed schools with B7,612 stu-
dents and 3,259 teachers;
15,461 private schools with
33,090,551 students  and
1,24,955 teachers.

According to Mr. Lokesh,
the TDP government inherited
an education system in a state
of paralysis, lacking essential
frameworks and operational

efficiency — a charge refuted |

by the ¥YSR Congress Party,
which has accused him of
‘Hﬂmnﬁfﬂb“‘kﬂnlﬂﬂm

LRSI RschoT i the Sinle

ANDHRA
PRADESH

The data show that the
State has 12,512 single-teacher
schools, 5,312 povermment
schools with single-digit enrel-
ment, and 14,052 State-run
schools with 20 or féwer stu-

dents. The overall enrolment |
in pgovernment - schools de- |

clined by 10,49,596 students
berween 2022 and 2024,

With declining learning
outcomes,  the government
faces the formidable challenge
of reversing the trend o se-
cure children's futures. A pe-
cent survey suggested that
84.3% of Class I stodents
could not read a Class-11 level
bext, 62,5 % of Class V shidents
struggled with basic reading,
47% of Class VI students stll
could not read Class 11 level
text, 59.1 % of Class 1T stu-
dents could not perform basic
subtraction, 54.8 % of Class VI-
1 students could not perform
division and only 12.9% and of
Class IN stadents could solve
basic division problems.

One of the most controver-
sial decigions of the previowes
YERCP povernment was GO
117, which reorganised schools
and reapportioned teaching
staff. The order divided
schools into six categories and
mandated the merger and de-

| merger of classes. The frag-

mentation of schools Jed to
the number of schools having
fewer than 10 students rising
from 1,215 in 2021-22 1o 5,312
in 2024-25, and schools with

fewer than or equal 1o 20 smo-

dents inereasing from 5,820 #o
052 during the Same  pae-

riod, indicating a severe de-
cline in student enrolment.

To curb the ill effects of GO
17, the NDA government in-
woduced GO 21, which revises
the restructuring model by
creating nine categories of
schools. However, this faced
trouble, with teacher unions
raising serious cOncerns over
its "negative impact on the pu-
blic education system”. GO 21
iz part of the transformative

journey called Learning Excel-
lence In Andhra Pradesh,

which aims to improve access,
learning outcomes, -and fu-
ture-ready skills,

The recently concluded
‘Mega’ DSC (District Selection
Committee} exam, conducted
to recruit 16,347 teachers in
government schools after a
gap of seven years, enhanced
the government's image. Oth-
er welcomed steps include the
introduction of academic star
ratings to assess both student
geted efforts w boost school
enrolment in rural and tribal
areas, and the consolidation
of multiple teacher apps into a
single platform.

In intermediate education,
curriculum and textbook revi-
stons for first-year students
are being implemented from
the current academic wyear,
aligning with the syliatus with
national competitve stan-
dards. The revisions would be
introduced for second-year
students from the academic
year 2026-27,

The reach of the changes
being made is very vast, and
resistance to change is natural
in large systems, especially
when previous reforins are
stll being digested. The go-
vernment  should  remain
watchful of implementation
gaps that often emerge. Due
diligence 15 key to ensuring
that the quality of learning im-
prervea wrthour eaerificing era-
bility. ¥ [~
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Realising Digital Dreams

OF GOOD

The Alwar e-Vidva initiatioe has transfirmed school fnfiustructure through digital e‘zbm:rw fqmmﬂi'ff .
involvement, and interdepartmental convergence, fromating inclusive, sustainable éducation and ifelong learming

- :\'I
. .| tainatie

/

alde prosdsling lifelong beamnin
-;pp-nm:muu :F::II:.II.Ei;-Su.;l-:
Jeve bopement Ciosd {EDG-),
1o winich Inclia ix & signatory. Access
10 a functional mmputer was laecdking
n e thin 50 per cetil of the pmicr
sacoredary schook in Abwar diaria
Im Bajasthan. In sddition, more than
LS per cent schools piill lacked access
o n functioning ket hlozk, xnd the
maj weie b EUA 51 i
ol Basildirgs which had last been reno-
vaed sape than 5 pears apo. A ambi-
thous project called Alwar - Vidys wesr
ha with the goal by create space
for Eogital larning - E Bhearies - aid
hial chidren with
el oo el I eif-
cive woeld suensﬁmqmm:
wdscational kdrastructare in the dis-
irict by comvenging all existing govern-
ment schemes
Thie trotuther wis cenbaed o the fl-
Iowing fve pillass —
b Stremgibening the DM Alvar
b i peitad of 390 brtegrated schools
with Class=s [-12 om a single campus,
sarkoned af Gram Panchayat Head -
quirters, wirh che senlor-most teacher
serving as Principal. As a fist step, &
survey of schools v can-
Mg o result of the ! e e b
inltiative, 98 new infrastroctre, s well as the preases
ahsence of an e-lihrary. This was done

nsuring qualicy end sustain-
ihle wkecation for all, along-

AMIL SWARUF

THE WRITER i3
AN ALUTHOR AND
4 FOAMER CPAL

SERVAMT

E#
ithee Lok

e-llbraries have hﬂﬂdbﬁhﬁ!ﬂ' g & vision
already been docussent for schools in consulitios
ithi with the SEMC (School Development

361 Up wilin ﬂ. ared Mo presnsenit Committen), A0MCs
short span of 5iX  wemenceursged m bratostorm, thinik,
m“hm& BO and write down the needs of the schon
mon in e of basic infrastrisctune—fan::
moare brares are il :&w exsfence ol H-Jd-.
: fieme il 15, green spaces, and a
b-:rmg =t p functinnad roofop ralnwater harwest-
Eg_iljm-_rn. [ETWHS This helped the,

wntil then, defiznct SOCE do budd

coniSdemecd, collabaraie, and, for the ficst
time, think hobiatically aboom the devel-

- .:rmsﬂml'uu.-mgjfuhrb;
the Pamch Elemeni ucaticn
Officers [PERCIs) presentid thelr Widan

Dhessismeent, This participatory AT
else hetped consalidite sefend-speciic
needs, and the kotiom-up approach
ensured that the DR was eware of
the direction The iestiamve would ke,
S0 ver il edl in ubdise
the Bands lying with shem coeatively,

A praliminary susweyr shoneed thet
Lé® oot o 251 & Faad ane-Lheiry
et koot of thens, A0 per cenl were
dehase o i nsed af minor repain The

et

5
._.-
" x]
0
-

Thenagh 1he + Vidps initistias, yung
i Alwer ispeict

reet e nin e-Eerury, Fifty percent of
tha mchanli lacked buic ETWHS sys-
I, 27 peet et of schools < not how
u grecs space, wnd aboat 15 per canl
hﬂd famctiozal tallet blocks for boys
and girls {ronically the sountey had
bezn declamed OOF many peas agol.
e

# Interdepartmerntal Convergei
ol Fums: It was clear right frees the
start that mo addstioml Bands would
be given 1o the district for Lhis initb-
e, Hence, ®was decided t6 somiy
threagh the exdsting finds peodded ia
ghe disrioy enid ezoaee interde -
tal ceowergence L plannin uiili-
sation. A meeting wis held at the level
of the Disirict Callectoe with ghe CRO,
Fika Parishad, District Educaticon Q-
e, Mining Englmser, Dot of Mised
Oficer, GM TG, and all Block Devel-
opment Ofcers and Sub-Divisional
Ciflcess. It was foand that funds froen
varinug exisling schemes—MP LAL,
LA LAY PM Jan Vikas Karpakicamn
[in mizsariy blocks], Lﬁu.'rh:l:.h{m;;
Paumd] Tirust, Marment Vikas Yogna [specifi=
lly for Abwar and Braratpar dabricts],
SEC, FRC, axwell o C5F Fundi==comld
ke nifsed for upgradation of scheal
infrastruciune and eablishing e-Hbme-
i I additicn, MEHEEGA could be
coiverged with ather scheines o eraale
Ehel mpidan: andfor green campuses
within school premises, amd SBM (5]
funds could be utilsed 1o make C5Cs
{Cammunity Zamilary Complzcoes)
within shood premlses.

¥ Comeminity Engigement and
Imvelvement: A& large-scabe commu-
nity awareness and Involvement pro-
grasnnse was Initated. Sessions wen
heded 1 b Mateya Enduasicial Ares
af Adwar distriot to odge comps-
nies by pdopt schools W sremin funec-
tiondrg a-ltraries. A workshop s
hedd for all Sarpanch/Prashasskr to
request them oo atilise their fands as
per the recimenendytions of the lecal
SDAAC At the diserict bevel, 2 portal
on the discricts wehsite was staroed
1o enable the adeption of schools by
PO, civil sociely crpanigalions, as
well & learned icadividhuals with links
i che disirkci

¥ BCTs as the Fobonem: 1 was felt
that b setuely anchor the bndisalive
withe school level, B was nncetzary
i Ut resres of the e-lboary to some-
oo in Thie zchinl who could creatvely
teach students wsing the e-likeury
setup and fanction & the fulonam of
the inifative, The BCL or Basic Com-
paster Instructor, s & resooance plrm
with a BTechdequivalent degres pres-
enthy posted in the magesiny of the 291
grvernneent schools in Ahear, Az pan
o the imdtlathve, six tradming sessions
weere Beld Bar all BCs of che district,
wiills barches af 30 over the summasr
vacations. A special sesgion was held
by distinguished govsrnment leachen:
fromn our gwe districe to Bandhold and
meke the whole precres more infor-
el Fanadliar, aned casier no bl

¥ Momi and Feedbeck
thraugh s Nighpadas famiti: Regi-
Tar mitoring and fzedback negarding
il it atiee wo taken by mheans of (he
1 bishpadan Samitisat ke distrct feed,
with reprsenzsves from Edecasan, Zik
Frldind, amd pibar deparments under
1k chaimmanship of 1l Distrist Codlec-
sar. The bwo biest B and soe bt PEEC,
faed 45 penioamanses, weee sked fo
seme 1o the menthhy meetsag ared prs-
exi; befooe the sommitie: the good wetk
daree by herthim The be s practices wene
then shaced with o sther Frl:qu].l and
the Education leam of the Sxtrict for rep-
catbon. BT wese akin hoaosred by
Dibirict Callectior m{!l't:}ﬁ s it
blegie-magasine 5 crenli &
putive feadback mechanism by which
i healihy competithve miieoemear wis
g{nﬂ:uld_ and Principsdd of e seheals
vagted wying for the tog spot by aking
rrative intiarives for their cvm schools
belfesthenl
Asi & result of dhe iofbative, 20 new
e-lincartes have alredy heen it 2p within
a.short spen of sx menib, while 35 mare
[iberaries am being st wp. Under C5H.an
everwhelming neipone: wis pecebed,
with iletan, Ashol Legland, Dabror, and
other cofpanis @ up the ST
up el e-lihririss inder their C5F fords
Twenty-free niew toikes blacks were mac-
tianed and buih by the Zilz Panshad
I urislng SHE] 1G] fumsds within
schinl presios, Do bundred sewen-
U e i alEr brareesting senuctures
ware made in seheak within neo monthe
Letfore the hmuldfﬂrt Fainy season.
[ the st oow Fran schnnk af &l dis-
trict received wappart of over i SR ceseet
from the commuricy, C3R, doaors, wech-
i, NGOk, and other mstinmons
Maire dhan 95 schaals crened thesr
goam blogs, s B reil are i Lhe proacess
of creation. The e il -magacine-
creating schools and their eams were
applbwided it the dubrict bevel in [une for
therr creativaly, Thre prefect wis alsa co-
verged with Project Pehchan —am imi-
tiatzve To erapower all differesdly ahled
persaas in the district Under this, amuns
ThDapang kids sarolled inClassss 5132
i goverminest schogls were linpanad
b compeaer skills and enco d
B i elingy i s deaians 1adlon-
mmade for them
What has bedn inilaied under the
inspired leadanhip ol Ehis pousg LA Salli-
cen Agiska Shikls, in hercapacity s Dis-
trict Musgistrone is 2 wonderiul campl:
af Mesus of Good. The sodel can easly
he replicaled diiilicne
ey |_| Vi pecsciond s fuisiomal
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The role of AYUSH Ministry in building a science-backed future for ayurveda
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Green clearance

Supreme Court roots for the environment

MID a fierce monsoon that has exposed
flaws in the development models of several
states, the Supreme Court has thrown its
i weight behind the environment. It has
Jhstruck down a clause that exempted certain
large building and construction projects from prior envi-
ronmental clearance. The controversial clause was part
of the January 29 notification issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change. The SC
Bench has ruled that projects with a built-up area above
20,000 square metre — whether industrial, educational
or otherwise — cannot be exempted from the environ-
'mental impact assessment (EIA) regime.,

Unfortunately, sustainable development continues to
be a mere slogan rather than a way of life. Environmental
safeguards are often sacrificed at the altar of business
interests. The ministry had claimed that the exemptionin
question would not only reduce the compliance burden
on industries but also promote ease of doing business by
reducing duplication of approvals. However, the stresson
expediting green clearance by cutting red tape sparked
fears that the government was opening the floodgates to
industries and private educational institutions,

There 15 no room for compromise when our natural
resources are at stake. Development activities that
cause damage to the environment prove counter-pro-
ductive in the long run. The EIA regime mandates tree
plantation for certain categories of projects, but the
monitoring mechanism needs to be strengthened. This
requires close coordination between Central and state
agencies. It's the job of the regulatory authorities to
ensure that any project that could impact local BLOSYS-
terns and communities is not approved — unless syit-
able mitigation measures are taken. The decision-mak.
ing process has to be fair, transparent and time-bound:
otherwise, it will put off investors and slow down
India’s growth engine. Striking a balance between
development priorities and environmental concerns is
the way forward. A half-hearted approach to this tough
tightrope walk ig literally a recipe for disaster. "'C-*I £
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i i3 ot mnknowT: 1o anyone that edu-

cation = considered chd mesn force of

growth and developeent of human
endieby and the babwark of sur social

life, Every welfire-ooented or sd-

vanoed courdry im He world kas aooepeed -

education &5 4 top preesty, The acoelemied
growth and prosperity of B country lasgely
deperd on a getliey sdecation syst=m. In
this era of cot-thrbat global comgetition,
education iz & kanic need. [ has been ob-
served over the past few yeare that glo-
Trali sabion has baid special emphasts on qual-
ity education. [2 has highlighted the seed

r&rlhee:mmun-uf:nﬂmmdbnd:m\h- ;

s]-'mﬂ:mmntﬂ:lummmmummm
made it effectve by sxmnding vocatiooal
and skl educstion, eneblng peopls fefind
new paths of opportunity
Asgamm has long been Beset with a host of
complex socic=palitical issues. One woch
milrate 85U that needs montin hera is
the varied challenges in the schoal ediscs-
i syEtem m i sabe, The government
is doing fhe needhd to ekle them, 1T s
umddentinble Uhes {hewe has Dicn B sharpde-
clirse i quahity of edecancs, fram the pr-
1ary o the secomday leve] — & plesani-
nion that was nol chegrved, eapacially
ushan areas, in the 1970, wises vermmou-
Inr-maidium schoals Ead numerous students
ca iete polls helonging o wellto-do and
pooe families alike, and the avemge pass
percentaps of thess scicals, inciuding thoss
it (uwsati, was smmply mpreesive, This
can be atiributed to Englisk-mediigm
schoods being few 20d far between at that
vim: im many urban areas, including Gruwa-
hasii. But sodday, the declise in epepment o

ASSAM TRIBUNE!'(P-6), 08 AUGUST 2025

School education system in 1 Assam

vernaadar-mediam schools (52 maorcon-
rern, largitly doe bo the growth of English-
madumschoale

Howews, th stabe government has been
making every eHart (o improve the quality
of education throusgh various schemes to
esitarce snrolient and ackieve fhe ahise-
tives of universal primary secston — such
a3 Olperation Blackboard, the Restroctured

Teacher Trainding System, the Midday

Meal Scheme and Sarva Shikaha Abhiyan,
These kave mmmensely canbribubed b re-
moving bartieri in achieving the goals of
umiverssl adipeation for all children in the
ags group af 6-14 years ander Artiche 45,
B, drasppoantingly, déspibe the govern-
ment's senous efforts to impoove the qual-
ity al edocation from the primiary (o the
secondary _|E|IEL the regults have handiy
el expeclaliong |
Significantly, the Cestral prvernment
recently initisfed remedial measures fo
amiprove the infrastructuce, suckas e con-
struction of school Eraildings, provison of
drmking waber, poilet facilites, forniture,
#ie., &f the primary and sccomndany levels
It cannof Be denied that do rin & school
emeaihly, the scheol canpos and @& sur-
roitndings mewd to be academically friendly
il oSt b the necessary degks, bench-
w8 and tedching equipment W
But, mere mfastnuches] devekpanent
will sekdom help improve edecatioal guel-
ity The qulity of education will imgeoue
ordy if the responsdbilicy b entmasted to
reachers whis can develop themeslvos aa
rieal educatces, Only then can the purposs
of impearting besber education bo shudents
be servid, 5 masst Be beepe in mind chat if

thoe nchiin of primary and secondary edu-
catinn is inherently wesk, there is Eitle or
nix Beithond of improving the o gual-
iy of educabion.

Thoredere, priofence suggests thakwhat
& mEL Redded 13 the fecruibment of com-
pebinl teachers based oo the actual needs:
of chssroamg, with special emphesis on
quiity edacation. A stady shows that s
demits wafer qualitatively when they do pot
have a trained teacher i a subjedt 1o prd-
wide effiscdlve isstroction, Only 2 qualiSed
teacher can be expected to improve the
quality of classronm education. Bl the prob-
lem s ther Baere 18 a diarts of subject teach:
8 with high-quakity training in many sdu-
cational institutions. For exsmgle, if some
imstilutiong heve science 1eachers, others
ooy indiead ave Maths or Art teachers.
Therefore, with teachers not teing recruit-
el In sehonlg according to stedents" nesds,
the annuil reaults of many of ti e instibu-
tions sre disappointing.

The Cemitral povernment sefs ear
guidedinies far i teacher-pupil rtio (TER]:
1ib for primany schools, 138 for sppe
primary, and 1z o sevomndary. Thereforn,
# teacher should be recraired for every 30
1 80 shachents from peimary o secondary
school pespectively I this (e implemented,
the concemed teacker can give the indind-
uad gitention studints deserye. But i this

wull-considered arrangement mEntained?

Comwersedy, ifa uhm-:amniauwwﬂ-_:ﬂ.
gy gtudents from Backwand and mesgin-
absed eopnmussties, iy thoss will
|ower academic apttude, can hardly be ix-
pected o lesm anything efectively, Thene-
fore, il {5 undenstandable that primary and

' ng@u} school education in Assam continues to decline despite
rariows government interventions and-infrastructural efforts.

, secondary education in Assim can be i
proved if teschers are recraited with the
classroom student strength in mnd.

Al a time witen the Gowemment of 8-

Sam i Having &5 stone woturned o oen-

hance ssudents’ efmolsnest in wermookr-

maediien aehols by i impeoving the overall
teaching and kaming epvisonmest, the
news of Bgh dropout rates among Bigh
sl atadents is dissppointing, However,
Lhe State governmend's decision to fonm
dedicated heam bo comfinet & detsded Sudy

o the probilem of igh dropout mtes ameng
secondiny students (Classes ViH w Xl
well-thought-out, timely imitiative. The
team has been tasked with recommending
A targesed, incentve-basad scheme akin 5o
i suicoessfal Wiju Mning' programme o

curh dropouts.

A study kas shown that children whe
aze at risk of dRcontimuing their shadies
are moelly from valnersbie ed magind-
aed groups: Cften, they ledve schoal fir e
varie by of reascen, Doe major reason, e
serprisingly, (e the need to conriate b
their Enily’s lvelihood. Thersioee, toomh
dropauts, sehials ought fosrrange 3 spe-
cial class wikhin the daily reatime for woci-
ticaal aid gkill education at the secondary
bewed, and engage teachers oth extengive
knowledge bo impart thess shills, Tratned
teachers need to develop the art of inpe-
grating vocational education with msin-
stream educstion, as stpulsted in NEF
200 = a sustainabde salition o the prof-
lem. This approach should be made inber-
z:llng: for students and empower then to
.II'-'ql.I.I.I:E skills (ki affer Better livelihood
ogfions after schoaol, HTE*E"L F 3

o :i-l.
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i e T
The physics of violin, when
music and science meet

1 2022 3 young gaan, U Submhmazys Ay,
gt his Brsrsodo performnano:

lin s the Fresidency CoBegs, Maitr: The so

rest Wk foliowed by a Beture by Syvar's

beroadea o the pregeemtiss ol the

3 md"‘“}'h‘iﬂ . The lamer waa none

other than the eminisg physidss, S OV Baman

The conmection bensien physics and the viclin

went much furtber, Ayyvar il would quote

lrom the works of emenn phyeciss like Jer-

mmarm von Helmbaies in his writiogs o thevinokio

and Maman would go on oo baild &
“mecinnicalviclin 4
T the rivghly e ‘batwean

World Wars [ and [L Indian
pshilished e iy a dosen pagers in the
rw - foregnngt istereatienal physics
Fourmaks of the dey, The Plegfios] Resiey
anil mpmgmmmm
wiatin oF research r_'bml;r:ihmd it
mtgwemrq'mt#eumlwd
sciimtEie journals zxwell The histeeyof
uﬁu"nmdu}w:hd[mﬁnﬂﬂﬂﬂhlﬂ
m“w 1 releeon the reladonship
htriaen sk dred Sul e, .

Wussic historan Amanda Weidman resaies
Ayyar and Famarns nterest in the Halin o the
barper history of the creation ol “classical” form
of mﬂﬁr&uvﬂmhﬂmﬂn
Triadis in ke [ 7605 n Caderrms. Bot they wére soen
ek P by TisHCanE in southem India. Balis
gy Dtkshita, the brotiesr ol compaeer Miithes
vy Dileshitas; m;m%um
in Ferala) Siwntl Trrunal; His et per
fewmner Wadively; and Varal

o Metarsa

bl e ey

b io hve played thevelinaround the dawe

1oth century
“T;mm later, b thes 1905, thevistin bad been
rparated

dheroughly no i Camnetic mus ke But

Projit Bihar
Mukhar|i

srenmeus ey were belng mads 1o Fatsnoe &
from iis earker hisserical connectons 1 frish and
Seottish Edaling — Brom which the Kannaia remm
kot I, pitesk, had derbeed, and bo escablish b asn
irgtriimeent. Bwen fhe way (e instnument
was held, ofien ising one's feet, wens vipnmusly
emitheized oy refinrmey such s Apvoer whio soogh
@ reshape i profile and pwing technigoe 5
aligm it wirh chassal western osversiine
Weidmis also points o the Icit links
emween these chisizlaisg lendendes and the
of maderniaad cas wl
chanzidentitizs There wera s 5w
twmien i o violire largeed miplicily g
thee then-sising Erahmis middk dasgin

codanial Medras.
Soch el ] i ey

might gt el thee Tradkan phrpsicir's
enthuskasm lor the violin was entirely
derived from che socinl e of cuks-
] M, That, Baweyer, wreald be
miirsing [lweoccloseral the i
s ned people dnvotwed inovdiotin rosearch, we Ead
a more o plisated history,

T fisan wited pubilistesd the most in insermsr
B ot vl L imy ws ket Chuinides
¥ar, | o thegul whee stili
umhlﬁﬁlﬂﬂi trw hedin m‘
Magazine v Raman hisrsedlwho s
supgested this live ol research io Ear. o wa
timsell o musice] subuslast aod s he meddy
ernbrread the reseanch, Tk Kar kad no-dsce il
peta towship o Carmatic vl of the ool e of
i ree. Borm i Riar Kay wis mosthy edomeed i
Cadeuma mnd wend o6 o0 ieach o the physics
dapanment of Fresdency College, Calsona,

A chartsmisde repcher, K was successhlin
patting seversl talersted students ineresied m v
li research, G ol the sodents wha ook s vio
lif pesearrh throogh s nfkence wis BE Sen. S

7 —

ke ko
incerporsted inte Carnstic music. nnﬂu

‘et o ek e e phuesics de e of T
shisi Cailege. In presentday munm]_ui
Kas, Ban wo rebuilt and impreved upan che
mvecamica] viodn player originally desigred by
Haman. Usfortunaely, Sen's model was |
Ghﬁfr:::dn:tEnmnuq.'dmduwuhM

Gther, younger researchens sacs ag
mwnﬁfm%ﬂﬁm’:
FN Ghesh at Alahabad U 1y wirnld mbsa
publish muliple o pecs on violin-reesoc,
mm?mﬁmwmmmnmmm
[HHNEr.

Ezsedin Allahabee? Calvuna, Shibpur, and
shiahl, mreoat of dhese resenrchers wese &ﬁ!ﬁ
Tl ] linde esposare be Carmatic musk: aead
certainly wens nof Laughs op iy the doeckl proc-
eseof eofon il Mfad e, 2 A yremr oo Flarman bl
e, Thise emangs Buyn, Dl were masically
Iraciresd hiad el s s o Hlrdiiesd chi)-
cal music, rvther Sham Camatic,

Thevielinid never been adepaod imeHini-
e veke (e way it had 'been absorted lnis Car-
rextie musks 1 was sody arcrond see rid- 15480 e

WG o ey b immodiocs the viddin i Pl
o clreken, Sediditbds i Kar, Do, or
Ghesh, would, theredore, be unbio by o associe
E;;HM ey with their awn fresical

weere sunilar — tagh mroch simpler — than the
mﬁmwmm.mh
15008 The iy wees puiblisted in 1535, fusr
after Tribedis dosith, Tribenli vars o
Eﬂ?—m d.’lmI "{mﬂrth i
£ and lassr -
Habindranah Tagareas -ﬂuw
ﬂmmmibﬂl;ﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂ of the Bengall |hemry
Asseciaimn. iy work and wridngswould there-
Hoare:beawe st frn el foor yoemger ressarrhers.
Fex, Tribedi wisa conmeissar snd smden of
Hinsduerouni clssical musie. T moce o Trbedi:
Infuence, Bee Agvar's, went back ue the ressret
of Helmboltz, whinn Tribedi addressed
“Paateitma Helmhole™
Wil nter=ss ard ool o] et
o3 afien amglified the armctios of parcsr
h‘ﬂﬂfm:h.phm:uuud s ot mivdlec-
nusl Lresages., The wolin, Hetmbyoirs, bod
FmeTRed &S much & rasesrcly ool a5 @ musieal
IrernaEn it The nwg ol thevelin—is
resEareh o sl e — S
ally bberserted and S nst. To mom-
mi bt waould ales earieanire the Easpbeied
Tﬁmpmmmm
Peapls, ch Fucl i thevigdin, perform
mMﬂEﬂmﬁﬂmﬁmMMmm
T, Cobroere g Gefen e ane bath st eh arenas. Thes
iugesl relitrms hipof these owo aremss ceno he
prederermined. 1 ondivkds diffanendy im diferen:
hinoresd cofdents and thrmugh the et i
ol peopleand chjects berwoen these arenas
Prodk Bshar Mukhars “q!-“
™ W s o e
MN'WF-MEmmﬂm |
Sidemor, Thy ifsa ""I'""—'El'l]dl'l'r'l!ﬁ'.:;ul B
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TEACH

"R RAJAT KANTA RAY

He challenged orthodaoxies, upheld finest traditions of intellectual scholarship

EM 1075, WE wiere third-year students at
Presidency College, Caloutta, when i breath
of fresh airenbered serminar oo T oo the
First flicer af the old buikding in the form ol
Professar Rajat Kanca Ray, o freshby minted
FhD from the Universisy of Cambridge, he
integrated the most recent, cutting-edge
hisparical reseanchm his lectures Do nder-
graduates He belisved in the mearicable
link betwemen scholarship and teaching. The
mare mischievous among us parndied the
exiravagant hand gestares that Jocompa-
pisd s erudite lechares, burwe Joved him
because he treated us a5 equals.

i Pebmaary 1977, e was the professor-
im-charge Wi 0ok us on 3 historical &x-
cursion o Khajuraha and other sites in
Bdadbwa Pradesh. W were mesmerised by
his deep knowledge of archivectiral his-
inry. The doors of Tis horme in jodhper Park
weeere ahwiays opeEn o his SCUGENES,

Rajat Kansa Ray had done his doctocl
research n the environment of the go-
cabled Cambridge schoal of nationallsm,
bt e expressed his reasoned dissent fram
some of its supencilious awitudes ina patl-
breaking articlz on “Fellsical change In
Raigish India®, His first work focused on the
paliticsl history af Bengal during the 50-
year timespan from 1575 1922 He afsa
wrate authoritatively with Ratnalekha Ray
@it agrarian hisgany in the cofonial period.
Having been taught by him fo think eriti-

Equally adept at pofitical and
econoric history, Rajat Ray
did path-breaking research on
the history of
industrialisation and
industrial policy. Cheof has
fimess lonyg-form articles was
on the bazaar and the long-
distance Bows of credit and
fnance thor connected Soutly
Asia b0 Sowtheast Asa, Wit
Asia and Eagt Africa across
thae Indian Dcean. I urged
iz o wrioe a book an the
gubsject, bar e was quite
h;],pp:,'m hand aver the baton
i the mext generation of
Indian Oeean hilstodans.

cally arel challenge orhodogies, | cifered
an ablernative analysis of agranan social
arpucture Im my own doctoral work a1
Cambridge. | was always sirock by his
penerosity and cpen-mindedoess in ac-
repling criticism from even his most de-
voled dpodents.

Erpialiy adept atpalitical and ecanomic
history, Rajat Ray did path-bresking re-
smarch on the Bistory of nduwstrialisacon
and frelustrial policy, Qne ol his fnestiong-
farm articles was on thie hazaar and the
long-diztance Dows ol credit and Gnance
that copmechsd Sowrh ASEa 0o 5o thseast
Asia, West Asia and East Afnca across the
Indsan Coean 1 urged bim bo write a book
an the subjecr, bl e owag quise ]In’lppﬁl' ]
hand cever the bagnn o the nest generation
of Incian Ooean histarizns.

Later in his loog snd distinguished aca-
demic career, hie narved o exphoring ol
tural and intelbectsal history, He wrote
with grace and imagination about ema-
tional hiscory and wihat he Cxlled “ihe el
community”. During a wisit o Hanand
early in the 215t cembary, those were the
fapdes b vagaiDed 0o discuds with me,

Incomvenminral beams, being sppoinged
vice-chancellor ol Visws Brarasi from 2006
i 300 was s crowning glony. | was ol
particularly excived abour seeing my
revered Leddluer Baloe o e burd ens ol sd -
malmistracion. On o socasicn, he [ereas-

trated Bimsell before a SLaLuE of
Debendranarh Tagom to seek Che s3g2e's
auldance, ¥et, hix ime in Santnikeran
rekindled his interest in Rabdndranach’s
cancept of fibandebans. e devwoaed Bimsef
in his final years 1o wrirng In Bengali o
thiis therme,

Thiere was another coniext in which |
A Rajar Ray closehy For decades, he wis
a member af che Council of the MNerajl
Fesearch Bursaw, My hite molber Krishna
Base and | seught his whice abour ingema-
tional academic conferences ar Meaji
Bhawan whire bee was imvariabhy a very
tively incellecnal presence, He was mid-
terful in chairing hisory seminars.

The passing af this esemglary schilar
edchier &7 Chis Crifbcad jursCure in ol coum
s hismooy leaves an enormous woid He
was baold and farthright in standing uwp ©
T pdaiiles o stademic freedam ani the
disciphire af hisoory by the lences of Hindu
majaritarianis m. His answe, however, waa
ol B0 el in o nammow pirceinc xEom bl
to g hod et st ineellectual tradst ons of
Bengal in their full amplitede. In the &
welopirg darkness of Bengal's all-moond ed-
urarional ard cultural dedine, my teacher

Rajat Kanta Ray lit a candle whose famé
‘will forever burn bright

The wrdrer (s Gardiner Professear of Hismen’
:‘HI R of Harverd Linive sy
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Beginnings, I875

Marmnoes SmED

MG the oldesi mlleges of
Korlh India, Gosssrmeniesd Mohin-
dra Patial, crossed the
15t milesione of Hshistore joug-
sy an March 31, | eeesider i1
perpndgulous thal ] jodned a: principal soon
afler Inevilably [ delvsd indo gome ol e
archival malersal o leam more sfooud he meti-
batici 1hat transfoerns woa the momenl you
i face 1 face wilh 3 oveerwhietming anchi-
sl pramdesir and speawling groeans,
Tahindry’, as il = populady called, has
among e alusm scores of individuals who
have gore i actugy high cffices and ace lop
professivnals. Gian Smgh Barewaln, former
chied rriiniste of PEPET, od, Wi an aanmnus.
Thee collegn was started os o “angneage schocl’
by Mabmmijs Narimder Singh m 1860, wilk a
forus on leaching thoe coiental Bngumges:
Sansieri, Persian asd Arabic. His son, Mahan-
o Misrdnder Smgh, with a gound viskon of stale
oo, crtabed @ regular sducaticn departs
v o Uri TS of Vel eciaoamion (e e i
of Britishs Teells on Jumes B3, 1ETD, Tn 1872, the
sriool cllanguages, aleo mefemed 1w the Uen-
tre Schoal’, was upgraded to o oollege,

[ 137, 7z 300 sfudents preparsd for &
enirance test of Cakoutla University, fllowing
sk O rollege was affaled Sol. Dua o Uiis
urmhilical cocmection, & Gir share of the faeuly
et and prEpals whi served thecollogs
ir v coloriad pessed ween Bum Bergrl

Makmém College, in He ‘Centro Schoal
pihise, was Woeated m the cngesied arees of
Haweh Mizamn Bran, Samanis CGebe; Haveli
Mahant Eashi Ciir, Dhak Faxasz, snd Haveli
Sharmsher Sagh near Trivend Chowle

The presint Incation o 11 pores s plkeched
fior bruilling a magestis omple blencling wesl-
e and Endizm rchitechare,

Leed Norihbeook, e Viceroy of India, Jald
thas forckation st o bdarch 30, 137, Buiktin
nin years by silled crafismen it cost ol 15
Talch, 8 was I.m;m.:a'l.nd by Lioed Ripon, Lhe

Thie jourrey of Mahindes whin te Snsedom
et ook mlwiE il an sy e AR

phete kool wak abservwed on the deatth of Lala
Lajpat Ral in the colizge, in diredt conllic, wdth
Britigh intarects. Huil exdetential orises: wees
mvercnrne By the mgecaie planning of s
Ingghtful prinspaiz. Some of these lepadary
ducationiats dessrve s mention: the e of
Ahil Kuomar (Fhosh (1EBE-1308), Edmrd Can-
dler [1906-1915], TL Visrwant {1315-1005), Man-
mchan Singh (1810-211, BN Fhosls (102745,
T Singh (1457, Bhagal Singh (L67-T3
amd Cargewak Singh (1972-1976), aming oth-
s, are remurricable for shaping The Seatingy of
Miahindrs The Governreen| ol Trcks relessid o
Flump lomark the-cenlemry cdeboytiong ol e
fretitation b 1988 4 starmn was alsn relessagd Lo
Thorerar Principal Veswand fochis monbribulion
ta Indigin thisaghl and higher eduation.

AE Fhaosh, the lngest-sereing principal,
wia instrumental in te frandaticnal develop-
mant of Mahindm. & professae of English, he
s bransfermed o Midr Colligs, Allahabad, in
1408, Edrmund Candler, n Brillsh joarnatist
based im Bengal, was lisnded the reins of the
collape. Ginosh speanl Lo lscil phasa ol kis Lk
at Allenabed bn the coompany of ot Nehry
and Modan Mohan Malviya. The qoestion of-
s Rapersession was absoraised in lbe Brilish
Parllament thim, Hewrobe several books and
cormunentaries, Hhe Vasaned, bol b works
were downplayed dus to his aasncdution with
thi Ensixdoen iU gRle

"Thi shurdry backboens: ol the oolbegain tha 150
and ‘is wers its egendary tschers Take Ergr
sl teacher KE Muldwedes, for instanos, His
dedication, vers tiliby and hoillanoe insgam s
mi adrtirafion. &s iecharge of the drmats

sppreciabed ty the Sree membens of The uebaes-
ity inspection: boamd: A0 Wocdmes Regstrmr of
xa College, Asymiteir; and Frof Ruchim,

Prul sfikhetjes himse periemmed the rolaof
Ebylock sexd Mohameed Wi who later
et secomd Chisd Justios of Pakdsian, act-
i s Aarviomsin, iéfinc ful o thie pole o wil, burmanir
manMﬂf}il&.&m the
Jalty Ciubs, The Srslooliege magazing, Moldnin,
e peablighend i his slirandibop, Hi tired

s Seceetary, Educaton, T Chendigarh.

Amang oberprofesors, BE okl ol the Eom-
nomics Depart=nerd besame tke funder of the
Mewr Bomk ol India; Protam Singh becarmea fal-
lower of Bakia refigion toserve humamity; oeed
KL Brddn R was proenoled fothe LAS.

Proad-Ind epeend e, seerrl fanaky memmbors
wurked Greir weagr intic e Edl servioes and &
ioneidershie nummber of princ pels weps sl=g b
i 48 Direciars, Higher Education, and chair-
mmeeny o Eidvon] education boards. Princpals
Eagal Singh, Garsrealc Singh and Harbelcsh
Singh ard akorus Irnderit Ko served g Ve
Chanrelons of Punjabi Tiniversity,

Il ey il hisiory the colleps had periods
ol alfiBation: ko Caloutia Usdversily, Punjab Uni-
versily, Lahime and Panjab Usiveecsiby: i Gnally
Aropped anchor 2| Purgabi Univecsily, Patials, =
1832 The FA propramme fook off in 1880 s
BA degres demees conunencesd in L3E6T Lo mark
the poiden kil of Qs Vielirs's negn.

The FSc oourse wid nipdssed in 1590 end
{hiz A5 progrimes L 1985, BA n Mathenml-

e s iedvoduced 3022 MA in Prilesopky

(182w oo of The earliest peei-armiual
oolirss o be nghl, Nﬂ!"ﬁﬂl&m om

rnnqlﬂ:nflkﬂnﬂ]qnmguﬂmlhlh:mm—
al culbzesd pihos. Archdicctumlly, ke megal ed-
Bic: exmaebed by Lhe Patiak monanch 558 stamds
apari frorn post-colonial gdnactil additiores:

With a strength of T.00{H,000 shudenis, it 3=
amang The |eqges governomn] solle@es in The
stale, [ the lasi feor decades, o malcks the
groawth in poademic oumiculs, a befittng infra.
st hae b ool bn plecs, Abenibon o the
walkbging of lis Loy and studesds, and
Erhancemert and srainlerdnoe of its resoursag
will go 2 Jong ey o upholding ils keaoy

Thi ealioge provicded Bos educalion bo all
1984, ]lmhtmnnmmmyﬂ
intangible debl. He doeliring architectoral
helih oreald dowith some e, I pryr it illas-
oy A e e
IFEE B hura] plea of tnds |y
public ratinition

The wriler s prévicipal of

"-"i‘l"lt-?.;:;ﬁmeu.:ﬂuh[m Coliege, Patiala /
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Erades and per-

centibes are the
talk of the town. A staggering
mumber of students have
scored very high marks and
outstanding  grades. - Some
have managed to score cen-
fum even in arts subjects.
But thiz ralses a question: is
there a strong correlation
berween marks and compe-
tencles? S:ullj.r, the answer is
.

Problems
Where i3 the gap and how
should it be addressed? Most
teachers, incheding those in
colleges and universites, are
generous in awarding marks
and grades so that they do
not irmvite eritheien that thelr
students  have not  per-
formed =efl in exams. The
assessment partern jiself al-
so subtly promotes high
grades. Most questions are
remember-recall questions
that only test robe memary,
There are hardly any higher
aeder quesljm:s that test the
ahility to -think, analyse,
evaluate and apply concepts
and theories bearng in clase-
rooms to real e, In many
insdnstions, the Coatinmneous
Formative o Internal As-
sement, which mocounta
for close to 40% of the total
marks, & DOl DEOIOUS.
Teachers generously sward
aml‘ht:l': beerween TO-90%
on the arpument that stu-
dents need to be helped to
come out in fying colowrs,
The key questson, thene-
fore, b do CGPAS help slu-
dents progress o higher siu-
dies ar in their employment
prospects? Many stedents

HINDU (P-5), 11 AUGUST 2025

Marks are
- not enough

We need to re-visit and re-define excellence in
terms of students” ability to navigate the
complex challenges of life

-

who seore exeellent miks
are unable to secure admis
sion in premier nsdoutions
for their Master's and re-
search pves o crack
job interviews. This 12 a re-
flection- of their cognitive

_capabilities and the edisca-

tional systemt, Their CGRAS
have given them a false sense
of excellence.

Strategies

How can this be set right? By
creating and promating an
ecorsvsiem with a decent cor-
relation between  shsdent
competencies and grades
Bloom's Revieed Taxonomy
falls abogt six bevels of

knowledge and  question
papers should deal wdith all
of them. Higher crder ques-
thones that talkabour analyss,
critigues and evaluation and
the transladon of concepts
and thearies nio cealities
are cracial. When confrong-
ed regularly with chalbkeng-
Ing guestions thar are not
memory-based,  smdents
will be forced to think and
sharpen their cognitive cap:
abilities, Certain key educs-
tion oiteomes such as mnald:
cubturalism and adaptability
cannat be quantifed and as-
gsessml  using  traditional
benchmarks of excoellence
but they are vital o one'

GETTY IMAGESSSTOCKFHETD
pvuwl']:

development.

Siudents  should  be
helped o think beyond
OGPAs and transidon to the
rial world where skills and
competencies, both cogni-
Hwe amd  mea-cognitive,
maitter. They shoubd realise
that critical thinking, pro-
Blem-salving and communi-
catlon skdliz and emoclonal
intelligence are crucial o
nawigare the complexitles of
lifie, They should be encour-
aged o po beyond pexr-
books, exams, and grades
and step into the real workd
where they will be asessed
s by their marks amd

and socieal

grades but by thelr cognitive
capabilies and humane
qualities.

txtion and application and
offer adequate space [0 Fise
questions and express  di-
verse points of view on aca-
demic and  non-academic
topics. The obsession with
marks and grades should be
replaced by a focus on W
skdlls that will prepare fu-
rre-peady cldwens who can
coptribute o making the
world a better place 1o lve

n.

In the fmal anabysts, high-
er educationml insttubons
should promote an eccays-
tern  that weans students
away from a memsory-based
educational system and mir-
tures thelr thinkng capack
Hes. Administrors, feach-
ers and parents  should
realise that there shoald be a
mansidon from . classrcoms
i the resl world franght
with mltiple challenges,
The wirode exprcise calls for
3 re-think om the notdon of
expellence. Traditonally, ex-
cellence in academic circles
was equated with enviable
JOGPAs where students were
graded on the basis ol prede-
termimed criteria. We need
o re-visic and re-define ex-
cellence mod 50 much in
terms of marks and grades
bt in terms of studens
ahility to navigate the come
plex challenges: of life. This
obhviously calls for going
leyord marks, grades and
perceniles.

The waiier, ke an S Praléssar,
Gansthiggrars Bural tnubiule Seamag-
o Univoruinp. Email

sephdaral UFEEC ] e
Rsephadarainaf g wnls
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Language lessons

The obsession with Hindi is diversion
from the needs of school education

T amil Nadu and Karnataka are planning to

implement & two-language formula for
school education, as opposed to the push
for a three-language policy in the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEF) 2020, Both States are inclined
fowards primacy for local languages, Tamil and
Kannada, respectively, and then English in
school education, Tamil Nadu has already un-
velled its State Education Policy (SEP) while a
commission has submitted its recommendations
_ for Karnataka's SEP. Tamil Nadu has merely reit-
erated its existing rwo-language policy, but Kar-
nataka is set to discontinue its three-language
policy. The commission has proposed that Kan-
nada or the child's mother ongue should be the
medium of instruction up to Class 5, and prefera-
bly till Class 12. Kannada or whatever is the moth-
er tongue and English will be the two compulsary
languages. If implemented, this will replace the
maodel that includes Hindi as a third compulsory
language. Other récommendations include mov-
ing away from NCERT extbooks and developing
a Karnataka-specific curricufum and bilingual
reaching methods. The Tamil Nadu SEF, which
was announced by Chief Minister MK Stalin re-
cently, makes Tamil compulsory up o Class 10
across all boards. The NEP proposes a third lan-
guage which should be Hindi or another Indian
language, seen as an attempt o impose Hindi.
The Tamil Nadu SEP alsd comumils o promisie
critical thinking, digital literacy, climate educa-
fon, and social justce. Apart from a STEAM
{Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathe-
matics) approach, the Scate also wants to offer
special support for ribal srudents, firse-genera-
tion learners, and students with disabilities. The
government has pledged more support for public
education. In fact, uniform high quality public
education should be the biggest priority of schoal
education policy for all States and the Centre.
The Centre's ill-advised focus on language murns
unproductive and controversial even though it
does not inskst on promoting Hindi on paper. The
three-language policy is also in disregard for the
demand for English language learning, and as a
medium of instruction across States, including in
the Hindi-speaking regions, and Gujarac and
Maharashira. Education policies have been a ma-
jor driver of the development outcomea in Tamil
Madu and Earnataka, and any attempt o forcibly
alter them by central policles would do no good
1o anyone, Tamil Nadu s fighting for the release
of #2152 crore in education funds from the
Centre that is rightfully its, There is no harm in
learning Hindi or any other language, but when
perceived as a political project of domination, its
prometion causes resistance, The Centre mus!
give up its language pbduracy and focus an sever-
ol critical challenges in school education, 11 mups
work with State governments (o tackle them, -ﬁﬂ!_ |
R BT . DS IJIIIJ
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Choice key to language
policy for schools

he Tamil Nadu State Education Policy promises
Ttﬂ “build an inclusive, equitable, resilient, and

future-ready school education”. Ithas backed the
intent with radical initiatives and necessary funds: The
FY25 state budget allocated 344,042 crore for school
education — 13.7% of the total state expenditure,
among the highest in the country. Tamil Nadu, which
pioneered mid-day meals in schools, now offers
breakfast as well. The outcomes reveal their impact:
. The gross enrolment ratio is close to or above 95% at
the primary, upper primary and secondary levels, with
the retention rate exceeding 97%. Initiatives such as

' . science labs and digital classrooms have helped boost

learning outcomes among students from marginalised
- communities. The focussed investment in school

K education, similar to the trajectory followed by South

East Asian countries, has helped Tamil Nadu emerge
* asan industrial powerhouse, oo
What, however, stands apart in this focussed push to
improve educational standards is the government's
language policy. Tamil Nadu has adopted a two-
language formula, fearing that the Centre’s backing for
a three-language policy is merely a camouflage for
Hindi imposition. Linguistic pride is central to Tamil
identity, and the Dravidian parties have historically
been vigilant againstatternpts to privilege Hindi over
other Indian languages. That said, the state needs to
ask ifit should reformulate its stand to offer more
choices to its students. No language should be imposed
on students; neither should a government limit the
linguistic options available to students, And science,
not political rhetoric and pride, must guide language
policy. A rational policy could opt fora three-language
policy —evidence suggests that children are quick to
learn languages early. The third lgngllnge need not
necessarily be Hindi; a bouquet of options, including
other Dravidian and foreign languages, could be
offered. A more liberal language policy will make the
state’s progressive education policy even better. Y

&
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2 languages; not 3: Will -
others follow TN’s lead?

he recently unveiled Tamil Nadu State Education Policy 2085 has

smerged as a model dorument for- the entire nation for it keeps the spir-

it in which children's education is viewed in the State ginee the time of

K. Kamaraj, who believed in the uplift of downtrodden communities
through not only teaching children but also retaining them in classrooms. The
new policy, already touted as an effective counter io the contentious National
Education Policy (NEP-20201, among othier things, reimagines the grhool cur-
piculum as experiential, inguiry-based and competency-driven and seeks [0
integrate the unigue cultural heritage af the state into the syllabus.

Ome quintessentially Tarnil nadu trait of any education policy in the country
will be the two-language policy that promotes teaching of the mother tonguae
and English. Followed by all State-run srhools for over half a cenfury in Tamil
Nadu. the two-language formula 1s now gaining popularity with neighbouring
Karpatalka seeking to implement it and Maharashtra seemingly aspiring to fol
low it, the new policy cheriches that pedagogical heritage by conserving it
Retnforcing the need for every student attending a school in the State to gain
functional proficiency 10 Tamil, irrespective of the board the mstitutlon 1s
affiliated 1o, policy makes learning af Tamil campulsory, another distinctive
faature that more States might wish o armtlate,

The palicy revisits Tamil Nadu's historkcal achievements i education like
nearupiversal enrolment, rerduced dropout rates, educational equity across
caste, gender and geograplty and in effectively addressing persistent dispari-
ties faced by Scheduled Casles (S}, Scheduled Tribes {5T), minerities, chil
dren with special needs (CwSN) and first generation learners o ensure the

continuation of soelal justice in education.
Envisioning the school as a sale, vibrani space purturing the full potential of

gvery learmer, who wouild be ahle to speak, read, wrile and comprehend both
languages — mother [ongue and English — with confidence, the policy aims al
shaping citizens with more iifie skills and problem solving abilities and dis

g by tote, the present day system that hampers the develop-
zeeking tn take on the world in all spheres, including acade

CoLraEes DERrnln
mepl af learners

1.

Simee the policy aspires (o convert schools into phyvsically safe, emotionally
nurtiring and socially inclusive spaoes that integrate child rights, gender SeH-
sitivity, mental health, physical fitness, arts and Life skills into the pedagogical
culbure besides modermising facilities through smart classrooms, barrier-free
ACOBNS, SCIEN0R Al coamputet laboratories and dyrital tools, it wowld well en
atat 10 he a model for the world itself, i implemented property,

Somi essential components of 21st century schooling l:I.'LLU«': climate literacy
e repreneurship, and civie responsibility have bien incorporated in the poli-
ey that alse seeks to bridge yyban-rusd digital divides and strengthen the pre
eervice ard in-service rAININE ecosysiem for teachers by introducing peer
mentoring systems, modular courses and leadership development for schaol
hieads. =,

Anniher featue that makes the policy ruly infernational i
ad reforms 1N SESesSment, calling for a radical shift f,-mnlilﬂi';ﬁ_g :] :FEII::DE :m.ttlen.,-j-
hased exams 10 COMUMUGLS, larmative, amd competency-based CINEELY-
eniaying feehnigues like project wor e B ASSESEMENLs
prplosing o ! project work, peer evaluation, and salf.

By reinforcing the State's commitment to the No-Detention Poli e,

| to &, the introduction of a systern of bridge pourses, le TI[ 1oy foe Elasses

taring and JljLn.rl ividualised support for vulierabie H.nﬂ'ﬁrftrgrg:gri::ﬁ?m i
J 1] - - = Sl

the new palicy could well pave the way for a sero dropout rate. & N
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COURSE CORRECTION

India’shigher education:
Abrokenpromise

The steady deterioration

of universities can have a

severe impact on India's
development goals

DEEPAK NANYAR

hvere is A quies crisis im higher ed-

ucation in India that rung deep,

The educational oppormuni-
tes for school-leavers are slonply noc
enough, and those that exist are not
good enough. The pockets of excellence
are putcomies of the snormious Teser-
voir of talent and Darwindan selection
procesas [t dees lintde for those with
average ahilides or withour social op-
portunites. The challenges confrone-
ing higher educaton in India areclear,
It needs s massher expansion to echacats
miach larger numbers, bt withot di-
hsting academic standards.

Irie just s impormant (o reise the ae
erape quality. YWhat is more, in tevms
of access, higher education in Inedia
mesils to be far more inclusive. And,
it reeds some institutions, cach with
& cenmain critcal mass, that are exem-
plars of excelience at par with the bess
inthewarld. Such excellence islargely
missing in India, while it is diminishd
rapidlyin the few pockes where it exist-
ed. Indeed, in terms ofworld university
:'a:ﬂ:ings,wh.i:h hive hesamic the fash-
jonin recentyears, pur perfommance i
poor, For thosewhosethigh standards,
it berders on the digmial,

05 Universiny Rankings 20025 reveal
the pecgraphical countmry-compesition
af chetog L0 universities i tve warld:
the Unined Seates (3163, Western Eurg
{14}, the United Kingdom (16}, Australa
{#), Hong Kong (8), South Karea (5),
Japan (4), China (4), Singapore (2),
Malaysia (1), and Talwan (). Thus._ﬂ
wire in the Western world, including
Australin, bur there weré 03 My &8
23 in Asia. [ndin had nane,

{H course, it must be said that these
rankings hawe ol the 1il'|'|.||-:|luu-"-? Dr
composite index numbers, SAOCe L 1=
difficuls o measure gqualiive omrib-
uteswhike wighits assgmed 1o different
compuncnisshape resulis il B, iLIE
oibwiiuus Wia aur uniser satses hvee males

togobelore reaching wii bl gramdans
[ebands ol excoticnee = s 1 Me, ar the
15 — pre o consilatse, Sqecessive
aevernments hnve suighi 1 |||.|Hri|-_||:|-
the nember of 1TTs amd [1Ms, b e
inesitable putcome is highly uneven

quakity and a diludon of the brand eg-
uity of éxisting instinutions that have
;J!rcad.;.r Mam Eﬂﬂm:'

ore nkpartanthy, the athigh-
creducation is notsmall elits inst‘ihm?:-s
but large universities providing educs-
tional oppertunities for young people.

The comparative advantage that
Indin had, atbeast in a few ofits univer-
sities, has beenslowly, vet surcly, squan-
dered over dme. And, sadly, even the
lirdle that remsinsisbelng progressively
undermined by the growing intrusion
of palitics inuniversides. Buttharis not
all. Systematic and mindlbess under-re-
spurcing of public higher edueeation i
alse a reasen for the steady regresskon
in the quality of universines.

The situation is much worse than i
was just one decade ago. Universities
have deteriorated rapidly in India,
while universitses elsewhere In the
geveloping world, parteularly in Asin
and even mare spin China, have made
gignificant progress, There i an obyi-
o danger. Unless we introduce cor-
pectives, the slmuation might worsen
further totransform us from ersowhile
leaders inta Bggards, orweess,

student outflow

T|_1I."I|f 1% Imlense I'.'IZIIE'I[.IEIi[|I'.'IIl ATI0ng
sruddents for admissions 1o public uni-
wergitieswith 2 sermblance of standards
anl I*'-'Pr-lf-lriu-ns.iluﬁplmdxdnﬁﬁnlu-:
i cjualers, Tl fertonnie lew, who do
woll enough in the Class [2 examaini-
plang, ke ap these lmived places,
vl it Phae s e e, i
with instinsions in U prvale sociar,
“-||.,;-||_-|'|_'|_':.:__1|1'.,l.|I.'|I.'|:|I:-::|I'I:|.:|!H.'.I'ill.1l.1.a‘l|!l..'llI
Framna e eRcciHionms, cpualiay i sty
o, U conersy, gualiiy s utsiven both
in public inspimnons and the prvan

sector, But exceptions to these gener-
alisations simply prove the nde. Only
the privileged few have parents rich
enough ve send them abroed ingtead.

During the past 25 years, the aum-
ber of students from India gni::ﬁ
abroad for higher education increas
rapidly fram rmﬁhjg 50,000 in 2000
o 200,000 in 2000 and 350,000 in
20015 This number climbed o 600, 000
in 2018, which was the last year befors
the Coronnvirus pandemic that shur
drwn universithes across the world. [t
rose ferther to 900,000 in 2023. T is
estimated thatin 2023, of the students
paing abrand tesndy, 30% went todhe
5. 25% went ro Canadn, 20% went to
the 1JE, while 10% went o Australia
noel M Fenlamnd.

i woe agqume that their sverags ex-

enditure aon fees and maintenance
15 330, 000 per student per annom, in
2023, Indian snubents overseas spent
$27 Kallion, which & abaut the sime ag
India's forelgnexchanae eamings from
toarism in 023, However, annual ex-
persmes on feesand nsalntenance nrich
counmies are Gleky to be much kigher,
&0 the costs woneld be proportionately
higher.

Thiese sk, iF made availabie [ar
higher educaton in Indin, could belp
tranzfonm at least some universities.
Butthatis noall Alange proportcn of
sudents-around 75% ~who goabroad
far higher sducatian do nat return 1
Indin. The mumber of foreign snadents
e ugversites in Indin, even Sauth
Asinn coungries, & also much dimin-
islyed, as compared with the past,

Our higher education i caughtin a
incer movement. For one, there is n
elief that markets can salve the prab-

lem chrowagh privace players, which iz
lemdding 1o education s business, shur-
ting she door on large numbers who
cannat fmance themselves, withour
regulatlon that vould enswre qualicy
This is o sodan,

For anather, geverquments thar be-
[rersest it hoe aymic of maarkeds are virt
ad conired fresks with respect o mebiic
universitivs, This w monvated by the
desire brexercise pelificad influencein
higher education for patrosage, ideol-
oy, Pe s, oF westold imteresls, Thigiea
big, pralsten. Unless vee introdaice oo
rescnives B anel veove, el miontgnige
s Domiigar ol xnagg nalio aevd sgiflean
AxpETIRRIns [ o v liogesd Danclia

T BT, 1T GRS, TE
Prafessor Emveeiy af detenferfal
S Dhdme vt il fueer ey

gt -!-'-'Jr-'x'.ﬂ'-'.h'_-"-'_g-filﬁl‘rﬁm
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No funds for education dreams

The Congress government in Telangana has let

| STATE OF PLAY

Sgrish Nanise(t
serish.ng@thehindu.con

ast week, a few dozen
students of a Tribal
Welfare  Residential
gchool for Girls in Parigi in
Vikarabad in Telangana prot-
ested against the absence of
rmath and chemistry faculty. In
July, stdents of Left organisa-
tions agitated at the Secréfa-
riat in Hyderabad over peor
education policies. Around
the same tme, the Matbonal
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) directed the State go-
vernment to investigate re-
af gver 800 children fall-
ing ill due to suspected food
poisoning in Telangana's resi-
denrial schools.
The protests by students
and the directions of the
NHRC cannot be seen in |sola-
tion. For the second year in a
row, the Congress government
in Telangana has let the educa-
don sector down. While the
average allocarion for educa-
fon across States s around
conding to a State Budget Ana:
lysis, Telangana allocates sig-
nificantly less. For the year
2025-26, for instance, it ear-
marked only 7.9%.

The Congress rode to pow-
er in 2023 promising a higher
outlay for education. Several
education activists and NGOs
helped the party during s
campaign. On January 24, be-
fore the Budget was prezent-
ed, activists demanded that
the Congress raise the budge-
tary outlay for the sector, but
this did not happen.

The education séctor has
been underfunded over the
past decade in the State. At the
tiime of Telangana's formation,
the education budget of unit-

ed Andhra Pradesh was
15355 of Dudget estimales in
HH3-H, Afrer the formation of

Telangana

Telangana, this dropped t©
10.89% in 2014-15 and further
b 7-35 In EX2-23.

The number of personmel
in the sector has also dropped.
Telangana had 1,56,957 enr-
plovees in the education sec-
tor at the dme of its formation,
By the time thi Bharat Rashtra
Samnithi handed over the reins
to the Congress, the number
had declined to 1,51,80L In
202425, the number has gone
up to 1,53,421, but this is still
insufficient. The School Edu:
cation  Department , had
1,37,252 employees in 2014-15;
thiz dropped to 131,872 in
2022-73. How a reduction of
5,380 personnel has impacted
the school education sector 13
anyone's guess, It is also perti
nent to note that the govern-
ment’s reduced prionty o
wards the sector comes al a
time when schools have been

struggling to get hack on their:

feet after the pandemic.

A recent report shows how
the system has been hollowed
out due to the absence of regu-
lar teachers in rural and pert-
urhan areas, where the Con-
gress performed well, Enrok
ment in government schools
dropped from 70.1% in 202210
59.8% in 2024, according to
the 2024 Annual Status of
Education Report, published
in Jaruary this year. If the
Stare had invested sufficlent
funds In the sector, smadents
would have continued 1o go o
government  schools. The
same report found that only
G of students in Class 3 can
read text prescribed for Class

7 srudents, This is a drop from
12, 8% i 2018,

The government is not un-
mare of the needs of the edu
gation system. The Telangana
Education Commnission, set up
in September 2024 under

| former IAS officer Alurukri

Murali, had submitted a re:
port on the state of education
and the requirements to rase
grandards. It had called for an
outlay of 75,000 croge for im-
proving facilities in 100 man-
dals our of the 632 mandals in
Telangana. The report had

stated thar 3 phase-wise outlay
ORET EIX wonld cover all

the schools at a total cost of
31,600 crore. However, its
suggEestions remain on paper.

The earlier regime had fo-
cused on the marques model
of residential education where
a few smadents are provided
good quality education, fiooad,
and boarding. There are 3,170
residential schools catering (o
girls, minarities, Other Back:
ward Classes, Scheduled
Castes, and Scheduled Tribe
students. The Congress go-
vernment appears to be fol-
lowing a similar model by de-
veloping  Young  India
Integrated Residental
schools. These schools will be
able to cater only o a few as a
vast majority of students in Te-
langana are day scholars
whose parents prefer educa-
gonal faciliies in the neigh-
bourhood. Unless there ig
more imvestment in govern-
ment schools i every neigh-
bourhood, the goal of univer-
sal primary education will be
a mirage in Telangana.

In 1795, Surendranath Ba-
nerjée, one of the founding
members of the Indian Nation-
al Congress, spoke of how on-
by 7.5% was spent by the Brit-
ish on education. He said this
needed 1o change. More than
130 years later, spending a si-
milar share on education does
o great disservice to the young
people of Telangand. yfr
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v NOT BY ROTE

CBSE's plan to introduce open-book examinations for Class IX 1s
welcome. It must take into account past failures, current realities

N A COUNTRY where high school marks the initiation of a frantic race to elite insti-

tutions and covéted streams in higher education, the decision of the Central Board

of Secondary Education {CBSE) to introduce open-book assessments for students of

(Class [X from 2026-27 comes as a pedagogically progressive move. Shifting the fo-
cus from rote leamning to analytical thinking and real-world application echoes the goals of
the National Education Policy 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School
Education 2023. The present proposal aims to integrate it “as part of three pen-paper assess-
ments per term”, covering core subjects like language, mathematics, saence and social sci-
ence. It is also unlikely to be made mandatory at the initial stage. With thoughtful design,
open-book examinations (OBEs) can democratise assessment, easing the anxiety many
students feel about high-stakes exams.

There are other potential gains. OBEs require creative imagination and a multi-discipli-
nary focus. At a time when artificial intelligence is rewiring views of dissemination of knowl-
edge, skills and employability, OBEs can nurture independent thought, critical reading, and
ethical information use — competences essential beyond classrooms and board rooms. By
rewarding comprehension and assimilation over speed and memory, it also stands to recast
conventional understanding of success and failure, especially for students who may not ex-
cel under time-bound, memory-intensive conditions.

However, the execution of recent educational reforms strikes a note of caution. CBSE's
previous experiment — the Open Text-Based Assessment introduced in 2014 — was shelved
in 2017-18, citing a lack of "critical abilities” among students. Rolling out complex reforms
like OBEs without first investing in teacher training and equitable access to resources risks
repeating past oversights. Analysis of the result of the OBE pilot study, approved in 2023 for
Classes IX to XII, shows “scores ranging from 12 per cent to 47 per cent, indicating challenges
in effectively utilising resources and grasping interdisciplinary concepts”. This points to the
necessity of further ground work to prepare students to meet the challenges of OBE, a lack
of which in under-resourced schools, especially in rural areas, may exacerbate inequalities.
The reform also arrives amid other changes, including the restructuring of curmicula, raho-
nalisation of text books and digital evaluation systems. There is areal danger that too many

changes implemented too quickly may dilute impact and overwhelm both educators and
students. OBEs hold great promise, and if done right, could make the education system
more compassionate, holding space for different kinds of students. What comes next l1]llbl

be purposeful, with a clear-eyed understanding of past failures and current realities. t3+
/


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 12 AUGUST 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


SPORTING

" MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 12 AUGUST 2025

Framework foy Excellence

VISION

THE WHITER
1S MATIORAL
SECHRETARY
FHYSICAL
ECAUCATION
FOLMDATION
CIF MDA

The bill places
sports firmily
in the nafienal
developrent
agenda, focusing
an
rsamagemaent,
infrastructure
mcdemisaticn,
and athlete
empower rment

The National Sports Governance Bill 2025 i a ground-breaking initiative which cally for accountability,
transparency and ai.EIeEe‘ welfare, looking formard to Olymbics and the goal of Viksit Bharat 2047

n July 33, 225, the Unlan
Peiinisher for Youth Affalry and
Spoets, Marauld, Mandidp,
Increduzed te Matinnal Sers
Gisermmance Bill 2025 m Padiamant—a
sl miemen Thal digrdsa newera
Teciary aports sdmiristration. Par decades,
bl et i el
i ebe-g
e a shgaa i e i
dards. This Bill not only Ak that gap but
alzz pedefimes the pripeioes of Indian groris
maliznment with Iirggter Sl Mar-
Lni:.ﬂ:-ﬁl’l‘n‘i.rmnrrgniuf e
1 SUPETPOATET 35 I
Vics B 2047 mimion, .
The Bill draws = itrength fram bl

pinciphes, while retalning Tnediak uniquoas
culttural and spordting. idenlily, It e
sporia firmly i the natiom] deschapment
:.Ernlh..' o eibical ma

[ibrasitr otir Easdbirnilia i, and aihleie

s
m“ﬂm
; s I sefoeTn
The of il s Is
le'r?m'ﬂzlﬁﬂu'mw.: af Prime
Winister Marndoa Mo i, whe, since 2204,
b elewaled sparti ma s naticaal
prigeing Buitiathess soch 08 India, L
hd.i-h'lwmml.m CHymopic Pedie=
Sekeme [TORS], Ahiaral M 2035,
am the Mational Bducation Policy 2000
wrmphuain on phiyaical adncatian e sy

transi rakire ot spors and athlet
drvwelogmerl,
The intredetion ol the Mation al Spart

Goverramcs Bill 5135 s & nahured contin-
wsan of these effers T enseces that oo
pibrmanismative ard goverinsce Exrn:u
maich the grovwia I ng
gihletes and the E dreue of I'-T;:m
mmwmﬁ
Wﬂﬂaﬂﬂllﬁuﬁlﬂbw

or ; F THINCE
Thas ut et with, &lp{nﬂdm F::dm

ied and Jack

of lsansp within Hatanal Sporss
Federathons (H and oiher p-fpmn:
badies, The Matioral Sprcty Governaree
Bl 2025 directly addromes e i by
eitichil g e cear ey, eikical Framewerid,
wnd wccoentabdlity mearerel.
A& New Erp of Sporta Governanoe

The inkredechon ofdhe HnLiJ:d.WI:-I.'I-E
Gesemance Bil, 2835, marhs o klsbaris dep
iwaed modernising end revolutiontiog
the admemistration of sporis i India. This
landmark proamised o redefing
Vi coiinly ris wm&r;ﬂml—
wrk Irsaspane £
ﬂ..:l{-gmt;uduhmrﬂhrr:ﬁuhmr-
Tiersiarsss, ALLhe heari of dhose refoems Fes

Wie vl Bl oty ca i beg indartews Prard IIH-IM*-:*

» vimien o align Indish spocly scowalem g el stirdirdiied preces:
with intermetrenal sandards while sur- |r.rn~'.:|l|£|:r_ﬂ:h.ﬁ.

sirirg the nesl 1 of hanpinas ‘The pane will be compossd of indepen-
The Creatien of the Matbaiial derk anid farmer athbetes, enspring
Sports Boaed (PESH) that decitions are gelded by per-

DOne of the moos: rarafomative ele-
migniis af the BIE Is the establishonent of
tee Mational Sports Board (HEE], emv-
shoned as the apex anthority for orguist-
m maniioring sl Matonal Spogts

oo {1ETs] in fnadia. This boend i
demigned In sese Bal every ipis fed-
erytien adheres 1o global Bl pracioes,
recludinng, the princighes laid down by Lhe
Inizrzatioanal Ohmeepic Commine: (F0C]
el othier Innairtio nal geverning bodles.

The MEH vl hald PaRETE iz
prant, renew, o withdraw the reoognition
ol TSFs. Flnancia abd foom the -
maerd il betisd loeach
.-un-piuﬂ'a'l‘l:h i adminbtrative

-mp;ﬁ: By I:ﬂliln.:l:n.
ing aihlele Arce. E
mwmmmmm
:nﬂ:nﬂlﬂtlﬂ'ﬂwﬂl‘ﬂlrﬁ gimirating
the ireilicieticks and ermw
hawe hlpnlhﬁ'mﬂ* EpoTla

A debning aipect of (he SR mandats
witeztle be-lir apprasch. From ericing
Fuir e prrnien ladien of arhleter i decidone
riing o prameting teir welfare onand
ool ke B, thie BESH wrill wervee i guand-
ian ul [=dis il The Beard w0

FM' mnm:wnm
s, isipgpans :
tion wiile stzcrgihening Indids coed fnility
o fae mleraational slape.

Hatianal Sparis felestion Pareh
Meril Abowe All

Thie Fil sl Inirgducn & Hulinml
Sparis Selestion Pared, an i dini
bady designed to engune lde, objective,
arsd mert-taaed selection of athletes for
reatianal amd internatieral comgetilions.
Far decaids, dllegations of his, Evourit:
prgpaed Indian mpects, Thisreform ms o
alimdnuile ik irmegulari:s by esshish

fomanes merics sad profedonal e
e, By prinriticng talest and hard week
(b pesiel will et ey restorne fuith g
ulhieted s adi set highves berchumnshs o0
gparting erer.
Matienal Spoots Trileaak
:Eu:-nﬂd.rﬁu'uu Fealotion

Thie 2ill acknrvledges that timely res-
ol oitian of is crical Yo vhe caTeer
aredl momale of sparupersons. To sddnms
this, the Bill sty up & Hational Zporia Tri-
t-'mpl.!.ﬂ-nd.ll:mﬂ]pﬁddhﬂ:r'.ﬂﬂalm
exparrizn tnfban dn sporr-relved dopuin
iy and mwﬂm.

Whetheriting Tk ouEr lemam
mhectin, disSpEnary achon, d alke-
leﬂNiﬂ!‘lllﬁlhﬂi&tmﬂﬁl}m
sparts federatines, e tribunal wil pro-
wide e wocemible aed ﬂ]ﬂm%cm
fir grievance esdreisil Uslikr traditional
coarts, which are oében mired in delryp, (his
irihmmal will be sirearrdined and spar-ces-
tric. eramming quick resolyiians that allsw
athletes and federations o focus an peefsr-
manse rather tham prolenged kegal banles
Cadean h'ﬁllﬁllhﬂl] Syrabads

A landmack provisico of th
BIl 13 thes iniredustion ol a Efi-
sive Cade mﬂt“jhﬂfhhﬁmﬂ i
in sponis contests, The Tianga, al

and Matienal wnfhem e porsEr-
fal erhibems of in iy uniey and pnde. The
Tl mandates stelct peatecnh tn Toevenl
v el vesepbaoe

naban s terg i
eventeand promabicaal phor. da

T aim i fo preserve (he digniby end
sareity of thes ke ke
thes reugpecthul and lsipiring dplayat
m: Elr'tﬂﬂ-'lhirmmnu;ﬂuﬂ re-

o e af i) Fiegrn:
itk for mmﬁuﬁ:mm

is key to achieving (he nmb

and foe whe rally behind them.

'ﬂcmﬁ.ﬂﬂm of Cjectives and Rea-
i reluiad this B 2bold and
arndigieus vidos prepares to bid

for hanating the 2055 Surser THpmplos,
it m wpperaive o eitiblish & povermamce
Arzchum Hhed embodes el gal-

Bill seeks b prevude Spor
excolence by eniirisg that ﬂlﬂﬁﬁ
eraliii adig 1 practices o
identify and martune ;Eh-p-trhrmm
thilees By ined wrhot sccombabdity
meagarss, ethical ared ghohal abgn-
e, S BT edons oo irmsform, Sndba bnde

i powerhioue apable of mrelkng
al I]'-eﬁmpuamd-u&ur ot evenie
{ndersizing sports gevermance 1 ool fust

an admimistraiive pecemity bel 3 nedonal
Frinmty, rm.:!:nr.nd as u wildl pilar [or
the Wiasil Bhesal 2047 50
Sporiy as o Pillar o Viksit Bhara 3HT

Epaits it 20 oa ey soen i an eximean-
sricudar sctiwipr—they we now moogaized |
i . e Ha comipomeni of human capd-
1a] dewdopiessi. & pysically i, mestally
resilizet, wad compestive ponth '-."I:I...:
Bharat 20467 vision. The Hationed Bpedls
Gorpernanes Bl IS m, thesekre, a slep
ping sons in building thi Sme.

By featurizg tearmsrck; ared
2 colinire off execleare, the Bl will red

sitminbtrators,
shenali—stie will cellectively drfee (he
nkicns growth stooy.

kil dhe Hill sods o sirenp legitlatiee
Soandlation, i3 soocess will )
ok nplemeniation. Matlorad Spocts
Pederitisnt, i iperts coanik,
wale stakeheldbors st sdopt these yeforms
wnih unqﬁr,--n-d.m-r_im.mﬁﬂ:
the cagacity ol sdminiitraties, cxadhes,
Fhepsical ecuration beachess will beviial 1o
M oot acecalioa,

The Mational Fpartd Geterranos aan-
Hines efhical ¢, i ers infra-
structure, i Mmht-ﬂ

lalgramnant i= prepase India
i w.ﬂhrsm‘]hrnll Aalndia
m"d"”mdh*‘m ﬂﬁmllﬂl’.‘.t‘-ﬂm
muedal. e ENTY WaLtes
will .mﬂ i lestamart: 1o this boid =2l
viripnary reform, The il isnot juit sheut
buiddirg chermpiars — it fs abaul
a nation of wiraers, unded by 4 commicn
deegmm bt dee Iradia i s & ghehal spary
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Sustaining organisational competitiveness demands realistic standards and unwaveri

PIONEER (P-8), 12 AUGUST 2025

The Art and Science of Management

ng efficiency, achieved through a

strategic balance of judgement, data, adaptability, and contextual awareness in decision-making

VINAYSHIL
GAUTAM

Pursult ol efficiency 1 advocated gvenewhens.
The pursuit ol efficiency asmumes the selting
of standards, adeguate refownces, praximity
o pravision, and ollow-up in an effective
manner, which can produce sustainable
resules, These spribiutes may appear simple,
hut they zre complicated to deliver.

It's neg a simple camplicanon — it has desp
psycholagical overtenes, Many peaple expect
the paherporson o be eflicient When it cames
t fhemsefvas, they woukd llke a mare lerdent
view, suphemistically put scross as "realkstic”

in operationsl (erms, many subordinstes
expect thedr superars (o be unders@nding and
often Nexibbe in lollowing sandards. The
expectation i3 1o bulld inta (ke system a
resilience which s *accommadating.”

Thiz plausible approach, if pracriced ag
gach level, can be a pot=nt facier In leosen-
ing the spstem and making ch setting of stan-
dargs —and operaring them — 8 MHailer oF per
sonal chaice and accommodarien.

dne of the outcemes of this siuacion will
be an Impact en gverall preductivey and, very

pften, & decline In aulputs at an aERregame
Jevel This, In twen, can have & doming offect:
The overall eredlbility af the arganisadian
can detericrzie, and ILcan soon becoome a way
of fife.

Thils Being the case, it iz best pot io deviate
from Standards but o make the secing of stan-
dards more reslistic, This produces d
dilemmaThe difemma i 3 racit acreprance
chat the prganisation cannot work ar iy best
patential. Operationally, this cannos mean that
subgptimal srandards ba ser. ]

puen chose suboptimal standards, as indi-
cated ahave, can became resilient, and over
a periad of time, a cownward trend could set
in. This Is damgeraus in OVO Wayes SVery
arganisation ks part ol & chaster af similar insti-
cutions, and [Fone Iswaorking &0 a lewel ivwer
£han the campetitian, i couls lose the market,
productivity, and profiabifi.

This weauld epen the Aeadgates bo &0 Uit
mare exbi fram competiion. The propasitien
i simple: iosering standards has I8 price, ard

sEmoLLmeEs this prbce can make the organisa-
v oa dy S C el 4% U0 edge 1 oul of the

The £inn eer

A BTAGE NOW
LEEMS TO BE
APPROACHING
WHERE [DEAS
ARE HAVING TO
SHARE THEIR
SPACE WITH
WOTIONS SUCH
AS
MINTELLIGEMCE."
THE ROTION OF
ORGANISATIONS
HAS EVOLVED,
AND 15
CONTINUING TO
D050 —=AT A
DRASTIC PACE

S —
| Thié w7hed 1s o will- |
wan

lunctioning. This reguires judgmant and an
ipnderitanding of the competency of one's
calleagues. Unfortunatedy, tere arn andy a sibe

fpwe statislical toals which prlhid& lirmited
aid tentative Enpuis o the cverall piomire,
The owerall pictans stll requires judgment —
indead, deep jad genent. This brings us oo oog
of the major concermns in mBnagement:
Wiserg do aperaticnal (eal5 wodk, and where
dies juu5|nenl;wru'|-r? Management 35 a pro.
[egzioe has be=n divided bepaean these isd
camps. People with an operations research
and sgacisticad b.bﬂ-igl'lli.ll'l-d Fiave g preference
for quantitative methads, whereas peapla
with backgrounds in softer disciplines Lke
Political teience, Sociology, and Histary

rend (o prefer a judgmental Bpproach.

The narrative abeve 15 an adequate llius-
tratfan of what appears o be & simple
proposition bat i embedded In 8 compes
setup of factors and options. Thit & where
leadershipand judgnent beoome el and
rop mbnsgemeat requires decisiore-making

skills that go bewand statistical nores,

The nabure of manggemant, whene efficlen-
Cy paramelers are concerned, Is not simply
e of high arlow standands, it (s about wthat
weorks I the market and what will ensure the
organiration's survival, praductheng, and

prafabdlicy,

Al i all, It will regquire & merger of both

et and g ent 10wl alsa rdgulre
an Integratlan of statlsical teols and judg

siresses of che dimies and makes the l:l.'.il:rl'll-
Licans o ‘work fod I:I'\-I'I|:|I BECracIive bul also e

The science ol governance i also e an
of gowernance. Togerher, they form che
route to growteh and survival, There are no
A5y answers, bur (hat i neyver o reasan o
abandan the guest far a salugion,

The narracive pbowe shaws the reguire
ment for an integraclve mind and a holisos
approach o decision-making and prohlesr-
salving. This alone will encarage resource
cptimisatbon and give organisations a comr
pRriche adge.

Hanagement, bach ag an arm and a scence,
Ig Chozer 1o being a craft br 21ds in adapring
A Caurse 10 BnEUa el only e surival bus
alsg thie success af &fforrs,

Frogressively and typically, the narure af
management coatinees o pwalvae, Theee
wiis a time when resources were largely
wiewed a5 "material entities” far giving a
sompetitive edge to the organis :I:'i:un
(Eheough much of the nineteenth centuryl.

The Inpar of “material” resources began
sharing it privileged place with “ideas”
through muech af the second half of the awen-
te=ih century, Organisatanal competitiveness
Became increasingly influenced by mos
maieskal assets. It did nat stop there — ideas
became Important and started infleencing
the growrh and prosperity of enclcies,

L]

o ort sedl-destruction. W] al e | & SLAkE now SeemE [0
E:::,IL::::LuI::Ifglllannmn-remdl'rni: Finding b mental methads. It wauld require pilot  wihere ideas are having Mihﬂir:n I:;:ﬁ
an approach ikt by realistc but docs Aol gy debplnes | testing and experimentation with a sound  with notions such as “intelligence.” Th
amount o throwkng the Baby oat with 1he @ vt azsessment of the potentlal of the organisa-  notion of organisations has evalved — snt
A —— G and 125 pecple. will also need an under- |5 continuing o do 50— ata drastic pace The

This |5 whede strategy comes in, Suaiegy b (ffy Shetd Drtan- I standing of ine fmes, Government policles, typology of arganisations reday 1
the Dridge benween podicy snd acibon that sut- " @ A and the context 5o that the course of action  far richer than before, This pattern |k
lines B operathanal approach o everyday urdertaken by top management survives the  likely to continue. g sl
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Wake-up call

Bhagwat's affordability appeal matters

7

his recent address inaugurating an affordable
~ cancer-care centre in Indore, RSS chief Mohan
* Bhagwat delivered a pointed admonition: health-
care and education —long seen as societal duties —
#-nave morphed into profit-driven ventures, increas-
mgl:,r inaccessible to' the common man. Bhagwat (3
appeal toresurrect the ethos of “dharma’ over corporate-
style CSR strikes at the heart of a troubling reality.

For millions of Indian households, the financial bur-
dens of healthcare are crushing. Only around 17 per cent
of health spending nationwide comes from public coffers,
leaving an overwhelming 82 per cent to be met through
out-of-pocket payments. The consequences are acute: hos-
pitalisation can push families into lifelong debt or even
poverty. In Punjab alone, households managing chronic
lllnesses ke diabetes and cardiovascular disease face cat-
astrophic costs, especially for diagnostics and outpatient
services — gaps barely covered by existing insurance
schemes. Education tells a similarly dire story. In tier-1
cities, parents are shelling out over Rs 60,000 per child
annually, with some dedicating nearly half their monthly
income to tuition and related costs. The outrage peaked
recently when nursery admission in a Hyderabad school
was reported at Rs 2.51 lakh per year, prompting public
shock and discussions on runaway educational costs.

These numbers underline a creeping commercialisa-
tion. Bhagwat's critique, coming amid reports of strain
between the RSS and the BJE signals a call for policy
redirection: re-emphasise access, affordability and serv-
ice, not commodification. The Delhi Assembly’s pas-
sage of a Bill to regulate private school fees may be an
encouraging nod in this direction. The Modi govern-
ment must heed Bhagwat's message. Restoring health-
care and education to the realm of rights — not market
goods — is vital for social equity. Only by treating these
sectors as civic obligations rather than revenue streamns
can the government bridge ideological divides. <\ & 7
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n July 1, 2025, the

EOVETTUIENT approved

the Employment

Linked Incentive (ELI)
scheme to support employment
generation, with an outlay of
99,446 crore. However, this
raises serious concerns about the
target population in a labour
market where capital-labour
asymmetries, the formalinformal
sector divide, and the persistent
mismatch between employment
opportunities and emplovability
contine to marginalise large
sections of the worldorce,
particularly low-skilled and the
informal workerz.

Problems with the scheme
While being an ambitious amtempt
to generate employment, the ELL
reflects an emplover-centric
approach to the labour market. By
providing fiscal incentives o
emplovers for creating
employment, particularly in the
manufacturing sector, the scheme
overlooks the persistent mismatch
berween emplovability and acrual
employment opportunities,
Incentivising employment
generation seems to minmde
subsidising capital which may
consequently promote exisring
capital-labour asymmetries. In
effect, this may further lead to the
strengthening of the harpaining
power of employers father than af
the workers, which may enhance
the already high wage gaps. This
would prove detrimental for
workers, especially from the
{minrmal and low-skilled segments,
who remain excluded from the
henefits of the scheme.

Ar the heart of India's ibour
market crigis lies not just a lack of
jobs but a severe skil! mismatch.
The Economic Survey 2024-25
reveals that only B-25% of
graduates are employed in roles
matching their qualifications.
Worse, over 53% of graduates and
36% of postgraduates are

underemploved in semi-skilled or
elementary occupations. This
dismal alignment is further
reflected In wage outcomes: only
435 of graduates in specialised

HINDU (P-7), 13 AUGUST 2025

Debunking the myth of job creation

Azsistant ‘F_'rul'le::.-ur in
the Departrient of
Ecanomics,
SHM-Unbearsing-AP

&ssistant Frofessar in
the Department of
Eoonamics,
SRM-Unisersity-AP

although the
ELI Scheme is
an attempt o
address India’s
unemployment
erisis, the design
of the policy
could deepen
structural
inegualities in
the labour

markit

rodes earn herween T4 lakh-8 lakh
per anmum, while nearly 46% in
bowr-skill jobs earn less than T1
lakh. These fipures expose not just
the inefficiency of India’s
education-to-employment
pipeline, but also the futilicy of
emplover-centric incentives ina
labour market where workers lack
the skills that industry demands.
Ondy 4.9% of Indian yourh (15-29
years) have received formal
vocational training. In the absence
of a robust skilling infrastrecture,
the ELI Scheme does litthe more
than pay employers to absorb an
unprepared workiorce.

The scheme tends to prioritse
sectors/firms that are already
integrated into the formal
economy, I.e., those who have
already registered with the
Emplovee's Provident Fund
Drganisation. While this design
may seem administratively sound,
it indirectly marginalises 90% of
the labour force employed in the
informal sector, whi are already
devoid of social security, formal
contracts, and stable employment
protection, In doing so, it risks
establishing structural inequalities
rathier than resolving them. This
restriction and consequent
exclusion may exacerbate existing
dual labour market struchires,
where the formal sector is
provided with state support and
incentives, while the informal
sector renvalns unrecognised in
policy initlatives. Such a scheme
miay also be indirectly reintorcing
inequality by channelising fiscal
allpcation (in other words, public
resources) towirds the relatively |

| well-off enterprises, leaving

behind low-wage, unregistered
workers. The state's substantial
inwestment in the formal sector
alsc bypasses the informal
workioree which continues o
absort the bulk of new labour
market enlrants.

What i more worTving is that
the scheme could end up
normalising disguised
unemployment — where people
appear to be employed but are in
fact not contributing to output -

wihich s comman in secrors such

a3 agriculture and informal
services. The result is low
productivity and stagnant or low
wages, Enterprises might resort fo
relabeling existing fobs as ‘new
emplayment' to claim the subsidy.
The scheme's special focus an
manufacruring also reveals a
sectoral blind spot. While
manufacturing remains critical
economic transformation, its
employment elasticity in Indla has
Theen steadily declining due to
increased automation and capital
intensity. Today, manufacturing
contributes less than 13% to total
employment, while agriculture
and services together employ
nearty 70% of the workforee. By
disproportionately privileging
manufacturing through extended
incentives, the ELI Scheme may
further marginalise large segments
of the workdorce, particularly
women, rural youth, and informeal
workers, who are more likely o be
employed in Jow-skill services or
agriculture, This sectoral
imbalance répresents an ourdared
assumption that the
manfacnuring sector will be the

primary engine of job creation.

What could be an alternative?
Although the EL] Scheme is an
attempt w0 address India’s
unemployment crisis, the policy
design indicates that it will deepen
structural inequalities in the
labour market, It also highlights
the absence of mechanizms o
address skill development,
improve job quality, or social
security for the workers in the
informal sectors. Investment in
shkilling and education reforms will
instead benefit low-skilled
workers. Further, more iniGatives
ghould be shifted from shor-term
employment generaticn (o
long-term sustalned emphoyment
opporiunities and enhanced
productivity, without
compromising on labour rights
and bargaining power. Finally, an
employment generation drive
should avoid dealing with
headeounts, and rather focus on
belng an equitable and sustainable
devaloprent SErbngy. e | -1
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/- Editor’s
k TAKE
Sports Bill: Reforming
Indian Sports

u.;s.]?lte being p;_mss&d amid Opposition protests, the
bill is a potential game changer that could reshape
India's sporting landscape

Fil lﬂﬂg Iﬁt.. idml'ﬂiﬂﬁtﬂ'E I'E'Tﬂrms arg I]Eg]nm“g o laks Shﬂpﬂ
fop the ||i|"|19'|'l'Eﬂ|'.‘-‘ﬂ'l!Id warld of Indian sport. It is no secrat that
india's medal tally at global events fals far short of the true
potential of its athbetes, A vast poal of talent has too often been
squandered under the weight of bureayucratic red tape, while
sportspersons struggle for basic amenities even as goveming
bodies $it alop genersus budgets. On mare than one ocession,
Imdia’s contingents at international competitions have had morne
officials than athletes, highlighting the skewed priorities in the
system. Now, it appears that change is finally on the horizon -
of 3l the very least, that the first real steps are being taken in
that direction,

The Lok Sabha, on August 11, 2025, passed the long-awaited
Natienal Sports Governance Bill along with the National Ant-
Doping (Amendment] Bill, marking what Sporns Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya described as the “single biggest reform in
Indian spor since independence.” Most Oppesition members
were abzent when the bills were introduced, having been
detained during a march to the Election Commission,

Mandaviya called the passage of the Spots Governance Bill a
transformative moment, one that would ensure accountability,
deliver justice, and establish the highest standands of
gowernance in sports federations

The bill introduces a sweeping instiutional oeerhaul aimed
21 reshaping how sport is govermed in the country. It creates a
National Spors Board with the authority to recagnise, fund, ar
even derecognise sports bodies - including oricket's powertul
BLLI ~ based on their adherende [o governande noms,
kransparency, and ethical conduct. It also sets up a Nabanal
Sparts Tribunel with civil court powers to handle disputes swiftly
and fairky, with appeals pemmitted only in the Supreme Cour,
Transparency is a central theme, with recognised sports bodies
brought under the ambit of the Right ta Information Ad,
allowing their fundioning to be scratinised by the public Whils
recent amendmonts have pravided ceriain exemplions, the
puzh los epenness is a cear shilt from the opague praciices that
have |long plagued Indian spaorts adaministration. bn-additian,
the bill imposes strict age and tenure caps on top affice-beams,
limiting their total term to 12 years and capping the age at 70,
extendable to 75 in special cases to align with globsl norms.
Exgortive committees will now be mare incdusive, with
mandatory reprasertation for women and cehebrated
sportspersons, ensuring that deciziorr-making rellects bath
diversity &and lived spoding sxperience,

Beyond structumal reform, the legislation signals Indle's
growwiing ambilion on the giobal sponing stoge. By
professbonalising gavernance and aligning with international
standards, the country sirengthens its case for hosting majer
events, Induding the Olympécs. If implemented effectively, the
Mational Sports Govemance Bill could usher in a new era where
tramsparency, falmess, and professionalism replace patronage
and apacity = giving Indian athletes and federations the solid
foundation they need {0 compete and excel at the q:,.ﬂ"._‘-h
highest bevels
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Kerala’s Paradox:

YUVRAJ
. CHAUDHARY

Kerala, with a staggering 94 per cent liter

— the highest in India — smpjird be an EEE?_IE“IIF
IC powerhouse. Instead, & faces a 5|:|b.m1ng “:E"t'!lr
nearly 30 per cent of its youth are unem-
ployed, the highest rate in the country. How czn
the mest educated state in India struggie so
deeply to provide jobs for its own graduates?
This is Kerala's paradox. For decades, it has been
a darling of development economists, hailed as
an odrtlier in india®s unewen Progress story, The
state bullt public health systems that rival
Western Burope, achieved near-uni-
versal literacy, slashed infant meortal-
iy, and empowe red women in ways
rare in much of India, And yet,
behind these gleaming human
development numbers, the eco-
Acmic engine is sputtering.

Eerala atill holds extraordinany assefs — a glob-
ally literage workforce, gtrong institutions, and
a deep tradition of sodal investment. Bul the
niembers are moving in the wrong direction.

Much of Kerala's early swcoass carme from what
scholars like Amartya 5en and Richard Franke
called ghe “Kerala Model™ which praritized
equity over growth. Land reforms dismanthed
fewsdal structures, mass education campaigns
reached sven the most marginalised, and basic
services were extended acmss caste and class
divides. Redistribution came before accumula-
tion — and lor & tme, it worked,

Today, the picture is less Bright. Kerala's five-
year average annual growwth rate is just 316 per
cent, among the slowmest in Erdia. Manufaciuring
remains angemlc, agriculiure has declined,
and the state now leans heavily on services and
the remittances of its 30 lakh migrants abroad.
In FY25, its growth slipped (0 6.19 par cent, the
Iowest in Southern India, Public debt stamds at
3.8 percent of GSOP, and salaries, peensions, and
inkerest payments consume nearly two-thirds
of state revenue, The labour markel is equatly
troubled. Casual wages are amang the highest
in India, yet income ineguality is wide. High
minirmuim pay for kew-productivity work protects
fome workers but alio discourages invest-
ment, pushes emphoyers toward aetomation or
Informal hiring. and prompts relocation oo
other states, The result is a dual conomy —
pockets of afluence amid widespread underem:-
ployment. Rigid labour laws, militant unbemsm,
and practices fike nokku kooll —where payment
Iz demanded merely for “supervising” work —
hawe further deterred industry. In the absence

'(Ihr loneer

has shrunk, trapping a generation of educated
youthn a Ilrr;h-u af ambition withaut apportu-
ity

Meanwhile, the state's depen-
dence on migrant labour for con-
struction and manual jobs contrases
aharphy with its steady expo of grad-
uates to the Guil, For many YOUNE
Keralites, forelgn shores remain the only viable
path to dignity and income. But with Gulf visa
restrictions tightening and the ¢ost of lving
atwroad rising, this remittanca lifeline Is fraying,

Fiscal governance adds o the strain. The tax
base iz narnow, enfrcement weak, and key
sectors like godd remaln undertaxed. The most
dependable revenued now come from aloohaol
and lotteries— a risky reliance on consumption
over production. In 2023, when the G5T Coundl
levied 28 per cent tax on gami¥ing and anline
Eamirg, Kerala gquickly aligned it own laws, The
mve sipnalied an uncomfortable truth: in the
absence of a robust productive econamy, the
stare |s leaning on vice to stay afloat.

Drug addiction rates rank among India’s
hilghest symthetic drugs like MOMA and metham-
phetamine have Nooded Cities like Kochi and
reached raral schoals, Drug Seifunes mose 40 par
cent between 2000 and 2023, with over 1200 kg
confiscated in 2033 alone. Addiction cases
among yauth &ged 15-29 have surged 25 per cent
in five years, overwhelming che state’s limited
rehabilitation capacity.

petween G0 and 120 individuals in Eerala are
cuspacted to have ties o extremist groups like
|515-Khorasan, many of [hem educared and from
middba-class Farndlies. Arrests bebween 2023
and 2024 revaal that nearty 70 per cent ol fu%.
pects were aged 18-30, and 40 per cent held
college degrees, Airports in Kochi and
Trivandrum have emerged a5 smugpling routes,
while aaline propaganda preys an digillusioned
young people.

Kerala noww stands af 8 orossnoads. To prese e
it social gaing, It must confrant structural
weaknesses hesd-an:

of private sector groweth, the fosmal job market

Literacy Without Livelihood

=]

Resetwage fleors in line with productivicy so
iobs are both viabde foremployers and acees-
ible for new enfrants.

= Align education with market needs through
vocational rdning and stronger industoy
partherships.

1 Build a comipetitive indusirial base using tar-
geted incentives and faster approvals,

o Expand the tax net and shikk from consump-
tion-driven o producticon-driven growth,

« Counter radicalisation with community-
driven programmes addressing Identiry,
oppartdity, and belonging.

The anceo-celebrated Kerala Model risks
becoming a cautionary tale — proofthat human
devebopment without economic dynamism s
likoe a glaass palace bull on sand. The rigid social:
ist framework that once lifted Kerala to global
acclaim now struggles o generate jobs, attract
mwestTent, o sustain growth

el hope remains Kersla's coasdine, dotted
with natural harbours and iying closs to global
shipping lanes, & still underdeveloped. Parts like
Vizhinjam could become povwerful irade gaoe-
ways with propes nvestment. Taurism,
wiell-knawen, nemains seasonal and under-diver-
sified; it coudd expand Into eco-tousism, medical
ravel, and high-vatee cultural experiences
Agricutture and food processing, supparted by
Kerala's Modiversity and onganic farming tradi.
e, could become competitive industries.

What Kerala lacks b nor capacity, but coher-
ence— a clear, long-term sirategy that matches
its unique strengths 10 the demands of a
madern, inclusive eoonamy. The next chapter
will depend on whether its beaders can move
past selfcongritulation and face hard truths.
Otherwise, the state’s proud literacy rate may
e day be remembersd not as a symbal af
triumph, but as an epitaph. e =
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g Managing The Shift

Engineers & non-engineers both have a key role, as
long as they are bilingual in human & Al languages

ere’s no taking comfort in these numbers. India produces
1.5mn engineers every year (ahead of US and China outputs)
buttheir unemployability is widely decried. A big disconnect
between academic training and the market leaves a majority of these
engineering graduates without the skills that employers need. There
1s, however, a creamy layer that has hitherto flown in a different orbit.
Turns out, even its engine is getting rusty now. One indicator is how
engineering dominance is retreating from India’s top B-schools.
IIM-Ahmedabad’s share of non-engineers has jumped from 33% to
50% In three years. Among ITIM-Indore’s and IIM-Lucknow’s new
batches, engineers are now the minority.
7 ' In the Al era, India needs smart engineers
: oy more than ever But producing 20 times
74 more engineers than US is a failed strategy,
sy Obviously In the MBA game, what is looking
w, like a dramatic shift in India today is already
commonplace in US, where management pro-
. grammes have always recruited from diverse
& academic backgrounds. Still, better late than
never. Atleast the elite engineering schools are
. reading the writing on the wall, and focus is
i gradually shiftingto producing creatorsrather
than coders.

That means, as countless LinkedIn posts point out, enabling
curiosity, interdisciplinary collaboration and risk-taking. It
doesn’t mean picking whether engineers or non-engineers make
better managers. That's a swampish debate. The future belongs to
professionals who respond to technological and other transforma-
tions inventively and strategically, irrespective of their precise
pedigree. The important thing is that they are fluent in both social
and machine languages. Consider that top GenAl experts say its
real bottleneck is creative reasoning. Humans are still far, far ahead
in listening, innovative insights, and rallying fellow humans
around a shared vision. In the new world ynder construction, soft
skills may be the real superpower, ¥ -..;}1-l
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VETYOR in higher edumanon

F"'.‘m Imﬂ'\ﬂ.dum"

primary beciuse umiversities are the
Gaestions abou everything. ring ideas,
Cebating Issues and dinking independendy are
exsemitial in the groegr for excellence.

Afer all, kroreddge deselops only ifwe
st existing knowledge, This means cha
studesits muss have e freedom oo ask guestions
Just as Evculty muss Bave the riediom to question
recelvec wisdom iR their respective discipBoes,
mdudmﬁu.uhqdmm, st have

e D B Tl quaestions, sxpress oplmons
of articuilate crsicimes in ohe wider coniter of
eccaiomic, soclad and poditcal spheres,

Im Facy, the development of keowiedar Is
CepErE o umhverslty education. Shadents enter
thee wered of bogher sducaines o lesm.
Uindersmaniding exiscing knowladge = a firs step,
Thee abiliry o ask relmant guestions, a capacity
critigee comntonal wisdoms, and the
panfidenoce bo resist the authority of the spoien -
even primed = word ane e e s ceve
steps. OF courss, learming is a confimoous procecs
that mever siops Thais, it i3 fof universities b
decide what is taaghe tn students, which mast nor
L gorstnaled Fom alsentsre,

There shiehd be: ni restricrions o wh b
Envited o address a stodent audience.
Circurmeseribing (i spice, In any way, can oy
st bearning, which, in pam, can i ecopomic

and social progress.

The world of pesearch needs similar freadome
Tt 38 for undversities i decide cheir research
priarides. It is for fzoudey members 1w decide
thyeir ressarch agenca. OF cowras, financial
suppon for research must be hased om peer
review withoeot preference of prejudion,
[Hssering opinions or urorihodax chinking,
irrespecitve of discplnes, should be encouraged
for chat is haw kniswledge develaps. o fac,
Fandarmental research nesds Gr more in semms of
el gty Ereedoms but alsn resparces and deme.
Susch an envirenment is essencal for brilliam
w-holars or thinkers io surfsce, hlossom and

Tiourish.

The dismurbing reality in India
Thie unioiding reallty in India is disnerbing.
Cuirriculs are regulsted and sraiigpceped.
Readings are prescribed. Indeed, whae &
excludid or what is inchuded in prescribed
reaing lisis i dieciced alsewhere, Dol n:mem.rlly
by the seachers, Some readings are lickly
excrded. Prombsing research, which &
fram the mainstream, pna_u'r;ur::u in rruT:
srmpnacEs ar NUManmnies, B . REsgar
funding is conitretted, dreeily of Indirectly, by the
cenfral government through it ressarch coendils
and departments. In this milien, fursdamemial
pesearch in universicks in india i mre i not
impossible, 1t is no eecident thin our universities
Beave nud proiuced ang Mibel lasreates,

Even the fresdam (or stushints and reschers wo
arganlso discassions of dehites ON G,
which are percetved as eriticad of the Rharliya

|
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The ceding of academic freedom in universities

.
Deepak Nayyar

I #n PconEmis,
Professad Bl &
the Jewaharlal Hetey
Univirsiey, ard former
Vice-Charcedbir,
Urverafsy of Dish

1 i harming
ihi teaching-
k=arning
process while
Slifiing 1hénking
and oreativity
in research; in
ihe lomg min,
the ceonomy.
nciely and
iy will be
thie losces

fanacy Pemy oF ks a1 the Cepere and
in States where it noles, b ciroamssribed
everywhere, oftes by adminisirséee s oo penal
action, Freedoms are oorbed further, & socal
madia posts sometimies lead m diiplingsy actian
by iamiwersdiies de sl action by governments.

Al many centmal Universities, I 2 faculty
member applies for dury keatve 1o particl pate in 4
camirence abramd, hifshe his 1o provide a
wiritten undertaking which s =7 will e
participane in amy ant -SoverraTen
activities, wide | am abi okl whether on oficial
dhty of a personal visit, § hall be subjerr o a8
the provisions of Govermment vt Canduct
Fubes Inicacting thode relaling & connection with
the press amnd crificemn of Government. .. Furthser 1
understand thar . any hreach of these provgions
whither cammimed in Indis or abeoad shall
render me equalhy liabée wo disclplinary acton.”

Sach inmrugion, in differant eeme, i3 mow being
extencded o privale universtes. Dissentng ar
critical woipes of soodents oo fodry membens ae
pilenied with deciplinary action. In some casas,
it goes much further, essenially becass risk
averse promoebers fll in Bee, since they donot
wish 1w displease or ancagomise s cenimal
gEvernment, of the Stale governments where
their unreersities are ocaned.

Autonomy and accoamabiling

B as important, the autencesy of universiy
spanes b also scrosance o the wider connesy af
pabiical dermicracy, where Uiiveriities perfoom
an impoeans role i additdon o imparting Bigher
education, In the evanamy, they e o source of
I fs o schenece, rechmaology, resezsch and
developenens, innovation, &nd ecodomic or social
palcies. In society, they are the

oI LGe-fai (eers BE pratils ineleciuals, Som
amang the faculty, who engages wich the prihlic
diomain, Flogming citizena in heir oolwmms or
lecrures. In the polity, their evahiasion cr
atsessanen of the performance of prvernments
fosters acrountabalily.

Of goursie, this aubomomy must bave a
caresponding sccoungbdicy, Bul il is essenizl
fier pereereamienis fo recognlse chat the paoisian
of resomIrces b uinlversities does not endow them
wilh & right 1o exercise control,

Thae resurces are pablic money for public
umirrersicies, which ane accountable i sudens
and sociely through insdrstonal pechisisms
that exist ar & be created. For this purpese, i B
imiperative that sruciures of goveimance in

umibFeraities s approprite for, and condocive o,

aivmumtmbiling. Good goweimance is necessary ban
el milTichann. Thise nnisi also be checks and
bﬂmﬂhifﬁ.‘t‘:m.

ki an tm u

LI
rodie i this coimexs, Such rankings, despite their
Eimdtations, provide sudents, their parents and
seaciety al large, such an instruinnal mechanism
fior arocuniabilive

It is sbmoduiely sxsental tha) regulaary
struciures provide complite auionoosy -
administrative, fnanclal and academic - 5o
universities. Lebsration froen che stackdes of the

Univarsity Geanls Cosmmision ks a necessary
conditon.

Tl existing parliameniary o legislere o
that cremied cor unibversities akso Fave masy
consirains amd femmers. Thus, asan approach, it
wepruild o Fiar Bermar s relorm regulasary
structunes, provide autooommy o unirslies md
#rsiee accounabiliey throogh sysems — rather
tham versestiond or control — 60 Creae an
enprircammenit that fresadiom of thought
and j& fodncive i lesrming.

The quest far unifoemicy i the worst enemy of
thinking, creathiry, undersianding and
knorerdidge, which can theee onby i ofen
soclenes One-size-Sasall i g fawed
Prmm[r_dﬂ_l-ﬁﬂ-leﬂ._d.hﬁrﬂ&'a.ni‘h :
differentiation are an integral part of the quen oo
excellence in higher educadon

Governments and their goest to conerol
Acacemic Freedoe ln universites i
dfmnscribed pot anly in India bur also o
coumiries such as Argencing, Hurgery ansd
Tarkle which Bve democratcalhe eiecrsd

REVETTOTIERS .

OF eourss, seademic freedom is Hghby
restricoed in counries char ane rubed by dicrasoe
in Alrica and Asia. [t is aso orbed n crewre
that bave one-party rule, for exampée, China,
Hussia gmwl Vieinam, Chira = somewsan difeem
Even ¥ the eedam for scademics — specially In
the aocial scienoed and hirmanities - o oTheor
o speak in the public domain ks kighly resicced,
e 4 o0 codnpromise, droven by preference o
prejusdice, in the qualcy of scademlc
appeimiments ¢ ke ading ursversities and reseach
ingrnariores.

T real siuperee is she United Saares, where
academic reedom b unkeersioes hiss been
Sacresanid for more than a cennry, The fedemal
government of U5, Peesicedt Domald Trump &
kshing research prants and imposing curts oo
hs eading puinlic nniversities, I this condnues,
1hi Jedicling edee of Amserican unisersises o
educadon, reseanch, sdence, rechenlogy and

| inmevaibom s bound o enode

| wlling oo tradie theis

Covvemnmenis seek o canmol unbwersides
exsenraly hiciuss they are worried aboul
crivicsen of digsenn. Just & Eporin, tane 52
s2nse of discombivare, i not insecariy, since
unbvirithes, empowseed by scademic Seadom,
ask cquestoms thin are perceived as diflicult of
cirse, in some coumtrles, givermeenis jos) wonl
ﬂtﬂhﬂﬁilmnﬁ:lnﬁr;thmmh'ﬂdﬁﬂmﬁ!
their auicnomims space because they are largely
cepenchen on goverrament grants 1o suppon thelr
seaching and résearch. The reasors why

e [ ey P

Thee moral of the sary 13 shenpie. The dosence
of academir reedom in universines will
e ably Barm e reaching-jeaming process jusd
s it will stifle thinking and cremmdty in fesearch
Srudents and (eachers willl ohsgoushy he the
werse-afl Ulnmarety, bowewer, the eoonodi,
maciety ad pality will e ihe losers. 0%
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How can SC/ST scholarships be expanded?
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No excellence sans autonomy

Political intervention and excessive centralisation

are major factors in the decline of higher education institutions
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1S UNIVERSITY-LED WHITE LABELLING
THE FUTURE OF JOB-READY DEGREES?

WHITE-LABELLED PROGRAMMES ACT AS POWERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO BRIDGE
THE GAP BETWEEN TRADITIONAL EDUCATION & REAL-WORLD JOB SKILLS

ANIMDITA ACHARYTA

dzhura tain: & brosiness schaal
jedag feries withs o Andcch
ediech. Sure, students leam
corpaaie finance theory, bm
thry ales pet 5 runi:‘}r winralabiahs ian
ANl pateway s, e
Inlnckchain = ﬁﬁ:ﬁn. ared teckecle cane
sudher from real Sntech startupe, By
pradiation, e Bel ject l.-E
Ing weany with o degree, they've gola
parzfolin thal can speak for el O
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ediedt Sudenty sl warm thais BTech
bl reaw they ilsa bag AWS cerificar
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DavOipe, Al, and cybemenurin
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rampu every dag (olowing & set-ie-
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Eaculty expertise, and accrediiatinn
to a pm wie oo=created and aften
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university brings e trudt and official
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labelled programimes s a purerf

pppomunine io bridie 1he gap terseon
iraditisiiad @S cation and real-wingkd
joot skills, appecially D diverss ans
mdermeried lrarmer popnidnm
i adapeivs barmsg Bk, snxlena
a1 P e =l their owT pace, sEvint
crmpla: Lisprics, of dorelerais tinnagh
wital Ly el ready koo, helpang each
bea e macennl 2o thelr owm 1erma
Al pnaog progrannes atlrree il 1
reach leasniers (oo nemolr o BATED
aleei] commuinites, = g ACTeer o
aducpion theil wes PrEviamiE )y fell o
1each] heaid

lesd whiie shelBng
rbete O versinys scadeiuic crediail-
iy e an ediechs ppeed, echnoo gy,
arad iredligtry conpwsctiona, is nelaping
i gy sduca iia L @ Dexibe, pinb-
lly oossble, and pob-resdy expert-
Ener Wi Lhe global EdTech markizi
w1 by S04 Balbion in 3335 [rad
SE15 balban by J003], 67% nf edieh
SIRrTas now partner with dnkremes,
afen addieg Ad-povared mols pro-
jecied 1o grow o 553 billoa ko 324
belliai by J0084. Shudied s shanng
dhigital eredentlals can bocat a=tploy
tipend chaonce i 3%, and real e
ool bk ratio ns Rkew Wniverainy of Loa
Aani [ prersed, &5 Sparbracks, s
|G —upiGead wee proving thal degrees
zan bee otk prestigious and indairy-
relevani from day sie.

“Fd Tech sad urivenity parinee-
Elapd cia ay :d.gndn'.- wpiih iy
nevls by ineating g srilabanuion like
l.h'u.lﬁ-.l.l ahoir sissbet mende
m.l_:lnnrrﬂwi and learner data
1o shvape curmcals, Medulr, fackkla
cradentaly that coor poucand cegres
can b updated faler fom ull pro
gram, kesping Canierm ournol. Cam
rining Al-diiven persorakisio n with
handr-om bearsing sy as sl
iy, e wtudies and mrydusiry meee-
tared prujects helps sudenls prove
el wkils. Mlaryy platinrms alreaidy
cifer creadit beaging mien credentiss
walued by emgloyar, which wnieeist

ties can adopt whils milmiaining &
deii: glandards] sud Cheslil w0
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Sports governance

New law is a good attempt to clean the mess

. ISMANAGEMENT, misconduct and

/ 1 lackoftransparency have been the bane
of Indian sports administration for

| decades. The National Sports Gover-
it 1 diT1ATICE Eﬂl. passed h}; Parliament this
week, aims toset things right at long last with an athlete-
centric approach. It provides for the setting up of the
National Sports Board (NSB), an independent regulato-
ry authority that will have overriding powers to grant ar
sa‘uspend recognition of various national sports federa-
tions (NSFs) and also collaborate with international fed-
erations for the welfare of athletes, The ills plaguing
some NSFs have adversely impacted the training and
performance -of players. An obvious example is the
Wrestling Federation of India, whose then chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh — a BJP MP at that time — was
accused of sexual harassment by a group of wrestlers,
Brij Bhushan had to step down, but he seemingly con-
tinues to call the shots through his successor,

The question arises: Will the new law loosen politi-
cal and bureaucratic hold over Indian sports bodies?
That depends largely on the composition of the NSB

~ and its relationship with the ministry. The government
has claimed that it is seeking to be a facilitator and is not
keen on exercising eontrol or resorting to interference.
However, the proof of the pudding is in the eating. A sea
change is possible if administrators focus on the players
rather than on their own political games.

The governance legislation and the National Anti-
Doping (Amendment) Bill are steps in the nght
direction for a country that aspires not only to host
the 2036 Olympics but also to become a sporting
powerhouse. India has been a perennial under-
achiever in the global sports arena, and it is hoped
that a robust legal framework will help in turning the
tide. However, the alleged attempt to keep the cash-
rich Indian cricket board out of the RTI's ambit has
revealed the absence of a level playing field. ,{-ﬁ"‘a .
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Degrees mﬂmut’mrders. : India’srise in transnational education

B recrel srnwglc die ek wilh
sadermis lesdern and Imerarisas

penilcakk.

AT e repkssing e can-bensin
paaricr IV B Topan eriamics
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i e 21
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Sources in journalism
can be great teachers

How V; Vasanthidevi and others shaped a reporter's
understanding of a beat

Meera Srini

he first decade of this cenmry
I l was critical for school education
in India. Notably, the Union
vernment launched the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan programme, aimed at achieving
universal elementary education, and Par-
liament enacted the Right o Education
Act. Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu was experi-
menting with new initiatives, inchuding
introducing Montessori-inspived learning
methods for primary students in the
State’s public school system, and Sama-
cheer Kalvi, am atternpt to bring wniformd-
ty in standards of school education.

It was a great time to be on the educa-
ton beat. Each of these initiatdves, both
at the national level as well as in the State,
sparked debates on making education
more accessible and becter for all. They
laid bare both the challenges within the
public education system and the resis-
tance from private schools o0 changes.
They made clear the downside of hasty
policy shifts without adequate ground-
wark, as well as the blatant class bias of
private schools. There was a lot to learn
every day, as we tried reporting on these
crucial developments,

However, not all of us immediately
grasped the full import of the policy
changes. We regularly spoke 1o govern-
ment officials, teachers, principals, stu-
dents, and parents. Luckily, we were also
exposed to several committed practition-
ers and activists, who were closely en-
gaged in the unfolding shifts.

As a cub reporter covering school edu-
cation, 1 was especially drawn to two of
them: Professor V. Vasanthidevi, a former
Viee-Chancellor and well-kmown activist,
who passed away recently, and Dr. 5.5.
Itajagﬁ::;s[_am, a retired headmaster who
had decades of teaching and administea-
tive experience. [ would go to these se-
nior activists and several others, includ-
ing Aruna Rathnam, then an education
specialist at UNICEF, and feminist scholar
V. Geetha, for perspective.

Their positions stemmed from an un-
wavering commitment to social and eco-

y i

noaic justice, Their interventions sought
to dempocratise education. They would
painstakingly expose the inequalities and

| inequities within our education systems,
g | offering grounded solufions to address

those. Their views, along with generous
pointers from colleagues who had been
o the beat before me, shaped my polig-
cal understanding of education. As se-
nlor acthvists with busy schedules, they
wiere always willing to spare time and ex-
plain their ideas at length, | remember
thinking "they must be great teachers™

1 recall Prof. Vasanthidewi's mvolve-
ment in in exercize on children's learn
Ing outcomes — found to be very bowr —

! and her comprehensive analysis of the

problem as one of resources, pedagogy,
and home environment, and not merely
a student’s “abilicy, as is often claimed.
With her persuasive argument in simple
language, which zoomed into class in-
equality, and disparities of caste, gender,
and geographic location, she tore apart
the “meritocracy™ argument.

Ower the years my beats and location
changed, but T was in touch with Prof Va-
santhidevi and D, S5R, as he is known.
1_‘]:&3;. too, would check in from time to
time or share feedback on a story, 1 last
met Prof. Vasanthidewl in 2006 at her
apartment in Chennai. This was for an in-
terview when the Viduthalai Chi i
Katchi fielded her in Dr. Radhakrishnan
Nagar (RK. Nagar) m north Chennai,
agamst Chiel Minister J. Jayalalithaa. Prof,
Vasanthidevi seemed clear about her
prospects in that election, bur saw the
CAMPAIEN a5 an opportunity to nteract
with woders from the Largely working-
class locality, and highlight the neglect
there, I asked about her o political be-
liefs and the factors thar shaped them.

| She said, among other things, “Politiciss-

tion is such an important part of educa-
tiomn,”

In a lifetime of activism, Prof, Vasan.
qﬂdmmmmmﬂ[iﬂe&m
invariably circled back to the role of ady-
cation for critical thought and change,

W u
' |

meera_srintrasani@ivehindy .o i
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{ ENGENDERED }
Lalita Paficker o 0 ¥

A ‘TR

- Empowering young women
to enter higher education-

agpur unigeﬂrzmrc the critical short-

comings ecosystem designed to
protect and support female students, ult-
mately undermining public trust in the effec-
tiveness of gender equity initiatives.

"Young women in India, especially from
underprivileged backgrounds, face many
challenges in their pursuit of higher educa-
tion. Beyond the obvious struggles like money
and society's 'no’, it's the daily battles that
weear them d{g:;ng They juggle housework and
caregiving. to college means risking
unsafe buses. There is pressure on them for
early marriage. And then there is a crippling
feeling of i lack of self-worth and
finalty alack of agency,” says Dr Kiran Modi,
founder and managing trustee of Udayan
Care, which works in fac higher edu-
cation for girls. According to a longitudinal
study conducted by her organisation in part-
nership with Dule University, at least one-
fifth of the girls surveyed had harboured sui-
cidal tendencies.

Systemic change can only happen if girls
are empowered from an early age. The Uda-
yan Shalini Fellowship (USF) has for the past
23 years has addressed the obstacles that pre-
vent girls from pursuing their educational
aspirations. These include lack of family sup-
port, challenging socio-economic back-
grounds, and restrictive cultural norms,

USF has 38 chapters across India and pro-
ways to over 18,000 primarily first-genera-
tion learners. It actively identifies and sup-
ports at-risk adolescent girls who
demonstrate a passion for higher education
and a commitment to achieving their aca-
demic goals. Each fellow receives five to six
vears of comprehensive support, creating a
holistic environment with interconnected
services designed to address their individual
needs and challenges.

USF alumni have gone on to excel in

' he recent suicides by young women
I students in Balasore, Noida and Khar-

: Fyin:

diverse fields. A 2023 impact evaluation that
of USF found that 73% of fellows are first-gen-
eration college attendees, breaking the cycle
of poverty and limited educational opportu-
nities in their families. Notably, 42% of fel-
lows choose to pursue science streams, con-
tributing to the diversification of women's
representation in STEM fields.,

' Anurag Behar, CEO, Azim Premji Founda-
tion, says, "Women face the same challenges
in higher education as they face in the rest of
our society. Two things can help: First, having
more women in leadership roles, and second,
any violation must be dealt with quickty, deci-
sively, and fairly. What concerns me equally,
or perhaps, even more are the challenges
faced by women that are outside their institu-
tion ... If there Is an everyday pressure on
money not being available for commuting to
college, or for food at the canteen or for buy-
ing books, it's a huge strain.”

Sinee the 1950s, the government has
]atmcgﬂl mlmemusilﬁthlivesmm the pri-
mary enhancing educational opportu-
nities for women. The Kothari Commission
(I364-1966), offered a comprehensive review
of the Indian education system that empha-
sised the importance of gender equality, and
the National Policy of Education (1986) out-
lined a long-term vision for education reform,

These efforts led to a significant and meas-
urable increase in women's aceess to higher
education institutions, Data reveals 3 sub-
stantial rise in female enrolment. There has
been a notable increase of 23% in women's
enrolment in STEM courses.

It is clear that if young women's access to
higher education has to grow, families, edu- ’
cational institutions and society at large must
come together to provide responsive and safe
spaces. Young women must be ensured
access to counselling services, and mento-
ring support, enabling them to build a degree
of agency. .

Theviews expressed are personal,

i y
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Who

he was in his thoughts

ard Meghnad Desal amd his wike,
Kighwar, weie siiting 6 the Rt
raw wihen, oo April 29 this year,
my latest boolk, Echoes of
A Joumey through Indian Thonght from
thir Rigweda o the Present, was luandtwnl
Bl ad loaked i fine lettde, avidly [ol-
I the ensuing discussion bebwesn
Nitm Gadkard, Shashd Tharoor, Shoma
Chaudhary, and [ Afrer che esent, Kish-
wiar and b were very keemn that
my wife and [ join them for a
drink, but we could stay caly
hriefly. The near day, we heand
he had besn admirmed to haspl-
ral

Californds in Berkeley, before moving (o
tiach at London School of Economies
(L5E). I remember In February 2005,
wiven | was posted in London as the
director of The Nulna Cemire, we were it
JI:I:L:":iJ:%mE [nrdlunh:r.;ﬁm ri'h;;;uk-
Toom, he s 14 —_
whide twirling his glass of red wine —
absout his Hies foamey, .
“Telidd ot see mysedl 58 an Indian,” e
sakl. "1 married am Enplish-
winman, We had three children.
Mor did | come acrass melsm, |
gave up my Indian pagspost in
EPELIm fact, even befare, in 1971,
[had joined the Labour Party (of

O never knows i Hie what p K which be was the chairperson
thee newt erenent will bring, Euat avan from 196E 10 199), n 15, when
Meghnad's passiog on July 2541 Varma 1 wag made 3 member af the
theageal 55 h backeem- =————— Houzeal Lords I made it clear

that | did not want to be 2 coms-

ories of pver two decades, My

wiliz and T wers wilmesses when Klstvar
and he were marmied at the Maritaough
regidtratien office In Londan in 2004
Alter Fhe isfers WiTe "“Eﬂa‘ can
never forget Meghnad p UL
ammlll paueh from his pocket. It contatned
sindoar, and he ok a pinch and patitin
the parting of Kistrwar's kair.

This pubdic acknowledpement of Iuls
caltural roots suspeised me, because thes
s Lt saame mam wiso bolid me that wibhin
foe fefn Truddia ik thet age of 21 ie do his doc-
terale &6 the University of Penady|vanka,
hie felt “red special wereneh, nnd thogist to
mayseld that a1 fast my Indian chapter [2
pehind me”, He taught a2 the Unbersity of

munigy |leader or the spokrapersan of the
Gujaratie [ am Bridal” /

Bulwus he? The muih iz there are four
Lhinge you campot Jeave behind at lmm |-
gration— religion, langusge, codoar &nd
culture, Forall his dentals, Ak
maire Indim than he was willing do odmdt.
That Iz why nltdmately, e smatiorally
resurned bo India when be married Kal-
war Ahduwalia Pee known Klsfowar for
mucii longer, tefore she mer Meghnad
Sise was then working in g publizhing
{brm, and editing his beak an the lcanle
actor Dillp Kumar. As she laughingly
admits, Mighnad fell head over heelg In
lowe with [ver, everwhefming her with

The gread thing about Meghnad was that he wis a welkinlformed and civilised
conversationalist, romwhom you aheays Marnt something.

fhamnﬂznt Hwng.‘-;'lhﬂ-'«ﬂ:m.;nlil she
fiTes LBV piven: the

and the fact that from her yrmﬁeﬁpﬂ?—'
riape she had two children, she was ini-
tiakly reluctant. Marrisge did not reduce
Meghnad's unzbashed and happy rom-
diity, baat 1 st to recall that — Bke s0me
larmee-day Desdemaona — Lady Kislrwar
Dwsai did perduada him to slightly poane
his tredemark halo of white hatr. They
witrir ity marr ed for 21 vears.

Chees Bl years, chickigh Do ume rakle
interactians 1 realized that ander his
pas-going demeanour, Meghnad had o
ra mizid. As emering
at the LSE amsd ag Lord Desal, ke consrib-
uned gigrdficaniiy w ke public discowrse
hoth im Indls and Boilain on economics
amd pn]":lr:. He wian sevaral seholacly
books, including Bro on Masddan eca-

MR ARTHIVE

momdes, establiEied (he Conire for the
Srady of Glabal Govermancs ac LSE in
1593, and was conferred the Padma
Hivushan in 3004,

Meghnad and Eistiwar were a much-
lowed i al Delhi's soctal gircle. and
iividid their dme hotween London and
Drelbi. anel Gioa wikers chey had Sought a
heme.

Far me, the great thirg shous Meghead
g Lhat bewas o well-informed aed =i-
[Eed comversationalisy, from whom you
always learm? somethdng, And, of course,
he was & loyal friend, whe will b dieply
'Irmﬁ&d. iy deepest condalences 1o Kishe

VAL

Povan K Varma [5 auther, digdarmar, amd

Jfernuer Rlembar of Parliament (R

Subhul, The wews oepreuied are porssmgy,
] ok
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L] L]
[IM in city

ith the Centre approving an IIM in Guwahati —

the second in the Northeast and the 22nd in the

country — Assam will have another flagship in-

stitution. [natitutions such as these can go a long
way in bringing in long-term transformation in the educa-
tional spheres. Education holds the key to overall, inclu-
sive progress and no amount of investment can be too high
to make the Northeast's educational scenanio at par with
the advanced regions of the country. The TIM will add to
the cluster of higher educational institutes comprising [T,
National Law University, AIBMS, and the proposed Foren-
3iC U;Jhrerﬁi!,}' m and around the city. Having a large numbes
of premier institutes in and around the city has putitina
position to emerge as a hub of quality lgher education n
the years ahead, Having said this, it is also equally imper-
ative thatother parts of the State, too, have their share of
development in the educational spheres. This is essential
for ensuring 3 more balanced development across the
State. Since the State is in need of many different higher
mstitutes of learning, the government can facilitate set-
' ting up those to meet the goal of regional agpirations ant
halanced development. -

Of late, there has been 1ot of talk about transforming
Assam into an educational hub in eastern India. But the
path for the desired transformation 1_.?'11[ be an arduous
one and overcoming the challenges will require a vision
backed by sincerity, perseverance and hard work. As of
now, hardly any of the State's urnversities figures among
the country’s top hundred and that itself mdicates where
the lacunae lie. As every great thing hegins fn‘im geratch,
+ would also be interesting to know what the govern-
ment is planning to revamp the public school education
system, which1s in complete disarray ]arg_eE:J because
of the lack of adequate governnent artention. We also
need to ponder why we are not able to produce suc-
cpssful candidates in all-India recruitment examinations,
especially the prestigious 1AS and allied SErvices, on
regular basis. More than loud utterances, a sinc dan
long-term prma,:h faking mEn ;.cc_m_ml Chis ErOLL rf
ality is what we neet. “The Chief Minister had, a couple
0f years hack, set a rather ambitious goal of prapelling
i) percent of the State’s universities into the top l-.l.““.-
tieeetl varsitios of the country. A varsity, i order to rank
Ao e hast, will have L0 b mindful of achwving
excellence on many fronts. A writle gamut of ISsUCs, :i.l.ll.‘h.
s COPTICular nspets, peghing-leaning and vvaluwation,
reestar , consultamey nd g cnsion, NEESEICLTY anl
learmmg fesimces, stuglent sypport and P (pressiLl,
poavsr e andd heiwlership, g jpnsvative practices
wll S s L D fun ssieessingg sy jshinion s wereh

s deader e deaghenne domain, I'P“il't.'l'-,'l._'l.l - .”Ir
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I deha . Bennedy
P Mishra

media’s higher edoca-

tan  sector has

Erown remsrkably,

boasting 1,168 regis-
pered  universitles  and
45,473 colleges serving mil-
liona ol snudems. Despie
thiz expansive merwork,
the gorernmint's mowe fo
Ellow forelgn univerdides
o esrghlish campuses in
linkis raises  Sgme  con-
[t o T

Studying abroad
Eacl vear, eght w13 laki
Incliam shudents choose o
perua bigher educalion
absradnd, even ai cver 4,53
crone studerds #oroll In ne
stilistioes within Bndis. Ho-
weever, the decisian o st
dy oeargd s 180 driven n
academic quality alore.
mleny of those whd can al-
fard the high costs ofien
spe  Imternatonal educs
rlom 2 & warttnehile ipreest-
ment Wh theyre really
sevking i ngl ju o degres
Leuir the experience of Bving
in o new culture, building
g]u:d]ﬂ] nietworks, and gain-
ing profEgsional expaiure,
which cannod be replic sted
b ﬁ:rT campuses loes-
e with India
Caredér iﬁum;:nlgttk.l
law a slgnifcane Bda-
E._-aj;mdmls believe they
5,;';"._1 a Dsstier chiamos of s
curing high-paying jobs in
df.__eml-,ﬂd prompenles afber
Juarian, b fct, educa:
affen tecrmeEs 3 SR

pink U e permanent
perm
e F,;{-Sm ar cirizenship

Iﬁidﬂl h &f Che
couniries suC :
EIS-.- (1K, Camada, Or ALS

o ia, which artract s

N
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denis wih their sranger
eoomomnies, higher Salar
jes, and roldisi CRMST O
pommenides. Whike Lregn
umnersitics aperating i
lidla muy offer excellent
Armames,

Challenges
The idea of global institu-
it Seiting up campuses
o India ey sound poo-
HVEREE OF ever wisionary,
Bnil it comes with several
seriois concerns that de-

A pressing beoe the

popeniial financial drain
wichinw cormesponding D
nehis 1 the local eduwca
don ecospdtemn, Foreggn
univargices will likely repsr
triare profis o theedr hosne
ponndries maesd al mein-
vesting in Imcdla. Bn con-
ITRSl, cnmesis hl;iﬁﬂ.ﬁtmi
rypically usc their earnings
for feculey dewelopment,
Fund research, and up-
frade Infrascruenane. Thi
means [Graign campses
coulil creaty & steady cair-
Naw ol resources that be-
e their coungries of o
mane  dhan  Inchia's
adiscation SaciL
Agqicther major concern

¥

Is the limired aligrement ol
It cmpusses wilh the
real aspiratans of ledisn
ghudenits. Indian stodents
vk oversess  educaion
far imnigracian betiehic,
Isternationsd job markeis.
and  cufural | exposune
Wil these iBcenihes,
thelr appeal remains
limiped.

Theres also ihe rick of
compeirn dsplacement.
India already Bo&s am ex-
wersive higher educaticn
meEtwark. Bringing i esis-
blished ghohal nsinginns
bl marginalize smadler
ar lessdnown Indisn un-
twersithes. The brand poree-

er of forelgn undversines
mright sttract (he et gh-
ders and Gosky, leaving
local Editutions 00 SlmuE-
e for refevance  and
e b

Cost ls anncher major
facios, Ghobhal usiversdities
temed o operme on a high
coesl amoaded, charging tui-
i fees far above whi
mosl  |edlian - insglnfices
ask for. I they illow a =
milar pricing sralegy here,
mcrens will [ikedy e Timited
1 affluem sudenis, crem-
ing an vkl and sxcksion
iy educaton  system
Such g model
the Broader naficesal gosl
of Inchusive and equrahle
education for all.

Fusribes, (e king-lerm
benehits of forelgn campus-
&5 NN unpeeve, Tidia
tiready enables mierm-
tinnal educainn onllakora-
tioed throagly 1FTs, 158,
and ocher premler insting-
china. The #feciveness of
sandaione foregn came
puses i signahcanth I
pleving  educamon G
dards remains wnoerain,
itmaking dhe palicy o risky
EXpEriment,

Ablermabives

e thase concmme, -
i vk do well oo con-
sicder akiernanve scragegies
that enharse s higher
edisaibon  secinc while
maineadning ecooamic mnid
ackedimic aneanoomy.

A more ausiainsble wp-
proach winld h.:!:m wicth
arengthening bnfin un-
peerslies thiemeslves, This
s increasing fan ]
mmﬂuﬁmﬂm-
ninitiea, and Eweiling in
|'=cu|:_-.- developneent &0
that domesic instirutans

=8

©

can affer glnbally compe-
e education withour de-
pending  an faregn
playfers

Anccher pranising sia-
legy Ervodves enoouraging
giotal collabaranons with:
in [addian caanposes, Jobai
reseqarch propects, feoshy
prchangs  progranine,
and | curricula
can  hring  Imernasons
sandards  and  penspec-
s lmio  Imdlan oass
s withoul feading 1o
large-scale Bnancid ou-
llgwes. Technohosy also off-
ers an efective and allor-
dable pathwsy a ghobal

aEpaiurd,  Virtusl o oe-
changs inear-
iaronal wehinars, and gl

bal Faculey lechares ookl
offer snsdents exposure o
warhl-cligs  sducation &l
lower coets, making noer-
natlorad karning mode ac
censibile,

Finally, i the chjecive &
1 [Esilicaee glabal sidvics
tiom, incrensing - schodar-
shipa foc Indlan stidenis
peeking Dilerpadomal ap-
parmuniges would be a
mweare efleciviy arul arge-
ed approsch

The Incus shonild e ap
sirergrhening Incian insti-
atoos, iosecing inems-
ane celbimtions, nnd
expanding ghobual epasuse
i elecively. For now,
ihis policy seems lke a
i KEwa e gpgrorcunicy
racher chin & seraegic ad-
vapgemini for liedia’s high-
{17 e RN EOOEYSEE,

[Views  dapredied  are

HETTas

A lzes [ fewedy B D
Fmknaoy dri SEdE, L bl
Limkvrraby, Beagaliny

P siadwa b e, ik Caseer
CETET Hpkaies. '*_.I_'

- &
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' India’s p_c_lten.t landscape: universities as changemakers

__HINDU (P-7), 18 AUGUST 2025

The country is steadily moving from being merely a consumes of global echnology 1o becoming s creasor

L

Tovincl Halder
Yidhys Soapdararaias

ar “Make inIndia' 10 Fic-
ceed, India must “first die-
cower, Than imvent, and
then muake,” Eid Tavdd Gross,
American  theoreboal physcist
Al ec-reciplent of the 23004 Nobel
Prize in Physics, #t the inaugural
{Cruancurn India Bengaluns Summi
2035, nvesmment in research amd
development RAD wnd  the
srrergibming of innowation capa-
bl fre particularly relevant, gi-
wen the growing ancestiinly in
glubal trmche aned fnencial Dows
Hivwr s Imedia farmg om the inno-
wnticn fran? Are we menang -

E.hl.'l'.'u. POINT ]

al tha Contraller Geperal of Pa-
tents, Designa, an< Trade Marks
are peilng, [n the easly 2000w,
coumiries such as Chima, the U5,
Japan, Ge ,qn.dimnhlinru
dominated global &lings, with In-
dlan insdnsions aceraning for
lesa tham 20% of the patencs fled
demesically,. That picrore bas
shiftend dramadcalty (Chart 1. For
thee Firat g bn 20029, Indian-crigin
filings sarpassed those from apy
single foreign coancry. Indisn ap
plicants accoumied for 57 ol &l
patEnt filings — @ fiaiesnane misk-
ing India's growing role in the ge-
hal imellechml progesTy BooeyE-
e, Even among grantid pacents,
Inta's ghare has been rising, over-

the UL.5. as the second-tar-

recipaent tn 20EL.

This mensformation i oot
an.#l. lhﬂilil*lm
miwing from being merely @ con-
sumser af glibmal rechoology i be-
coming los creasar. This ﬂiﬂﬂz
fleces the goYEmMIMent’s st
efforts 1o build &0 Inmovatin:
friendly environment and suppart
mmmw Indmagivis
siich as the Macdonal Enrellechil
Property Rights (PR) Prlicy and
e Ansd Inmovarion Mison, which

el =

have encouraged staroupe, -
denis, wnd researchers i think hig
and protecs thedr idess. Amemd-
ks 8o pubend mules have miro-
dizted] pefcerms such as expedited
Exammations for specific groops,
simplified timelines. reduced ap-
plication fees by 50% for edoca-

imestitations, MSMES, :nﬂ

f¥ng and comomanicagon. Wit
concdmued fnvestment in fasoer,
mare efficient patent systems,
STONGET IDWEnIoE suppart, and
barter [inksge hetwesn pamnts
aned commmaereial vadue, Teedia's -
mivaEon sory could Smengrhen
#pn further ower The DT DHG
dicaden

Hesorically, mechanbze] amd
hsiial ring doaminaied
Ul pratienl lanidscape. By coonTast,
Alings Bn compaaes ScREmcE rmse
Fraprn foes 1, 27% in 2000 1o 2557 In
2023, wihile dleorrical @
prew frodm B.IT% o EdrE. Phys-
e lated paleies inizoksed oo
2% o 4%, and Bicrosdical paresis
Juurmgeedd Faits (.68 1 10% oyer the
spaie peerioad. ]

Fearly A0 of patents filed in
il i A0 Wieads aow oiill ~ -
Irug dhreiziion”® mollictiing bodh rising
wohiined and Busssuceanc and le
gl complexites,  Moneholias,
procesang Baes have impeoesd.
I the wasly 20008, palenl grangs
conald Eake -0 vears: By the g
200 s edrly IO, miany Wikt
approved withis 23 wears, with
soime grasved n the Seeme yiar of
filirg $Chart X). This geadlerario
redecty hie marring of Ts‘a in-
tellectual propery Enfrasniciue
i i algneene with s govern-
ment’s innovaion pask.

Even thi Mo of pasest lers in
Iiwclla ds chdsging. In 2000, abous
gty off Inglian peatemis wepe filed by
oA Baar By 2023, s shase
el 40 under 7% (Char 3) Mean-
while, the share of EEngs from n-
divichiels from urler MR
in 2000 o aroind 3T Ty 2023,
Governeneni bodies and Bsepitals
remaisid  minor  condribinor,
Edpcaiiomal mstitdlion: ks o

I 1

creased thelr share sieadlly, reach
ing naarly 43% In Mecend yeare
Govermmesl  inichives  have
helpesd drree this change, For ex-
armple, KAPILA {Halam Progrmam
for [F Liveracy and Awarenssg),

Missian, lsenched in 2086 by KT

Aayog, lospers
shifls amd enime pwichin
undyersictes and research CENEES.

Aards for cosanding pacents by
goeernmint and (ndusory bodles
Nerrher incendvise inniovaton

Un@versides have also daken the
lead by establishing -:Ialilmumd P
cells ared Jegal suppoer units oo as-
slst facalry, researchers, and sh-
dents with parent Sing, cechnolo-
gv mansfier, and [P monetisacon.
For Instamce, 0T Madres douhled
= granted froem 156 in
02 bo A0 B, while [FT
Bombay led natiosally in 3002%-24
with 428 paienis granied,

With gorvernment ar wniversi-
ey creating an Enghing @nviran.
ment, Hemashed increises in e
search Fanding are asdngal o
mainkiin  mosmerun.  Founda:
tomal afel chnslngeariven re
gepgrch allen MEMs b enhoersicy
labs ar early smge samaps — loog
before patentng. nda's RAD &1

currenily stands ar fust
s of GIP Tar beloe the LS.
A.5%) and Ching (25%). Ralsing
this oo aroaed 2% ol GO s erical
i ndda is bo became & global knos
ledge leader This insesmnen: s
v e aargend in aedey's uncer
rain ghobal raede and manclal en-
wipaanent, 25 Irdia s stive for
selbsufficiency & boch consumer
and advamced rechnkgie

Finafly, It is impoemant 1o ack
norwledge the releniless effores of

g e
weirrling w1 PESCLETRE, 10
axpand the boundaries af knoa-
ledge. Smrengibening thelr wark
throaph gresser famding Is not just
fupport For edademla; I = e sirs
tegic investment in India’s long-

term groavth snd glahad sianding. Araparrh ang Lepriag

Changing patent landscape

Tomdats lor fha charts wers scurced brem the Dffics of b Costroller Can el
ol Fatials, Designs, and Trade Marks

¥ .‘-"FT L

Y i -
l £ ':'-\. T, ¥ 5
L -

Ohasrl 1+ Coirdrg-wist ahists ! pantend Miags (160 19, 5 %40 and the ool
o of [lags aver o (g 3535
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FMITING BILL

. Venkat

mid uncertain-
ties of life, lie
some certain-
tes, For ime
stance, children growing
up, school education ex-
penses, rising cost of high-
er educition, career goals
of children, etc. Above all,
it Is certain the money re-
for education today
would leapfrog at least ten-
fold oy the time children
enroll in higher education.
S0, 18 It possible to meet
the 10X rise in educaton
expenditure in the future?
There is no one-size-fits.
all solurion for investment
decislons, Yet, some are
universally applicable and
financial experts consider
them the golden rules.
Let’s dive into degails.

Career goals
First and foremaost, under-
standing the career goals
of children plays a major
role in planning, For in-
stance, if your son/daught-
er wishes to study abroad,
you might have to earmark
more money for meeting
the educarional expenses.
If they do not want 0 go
abroad, your actual educa-
tional expenditure might
be comparatively less.
Moreover, the courses
they are interested in also
play a major role. Not all
courses are costhy. Il they
are really interested in
courses that are less com-
petitive  and  relatively
cheaper, you are relieved
b somme exlent, Hosever,
the decision must be purne

HINDU (P-13), 18 AUGUST 2025

How to plan for 10X rise
in education expenses

There is no one-size-fits-all sohution for taking investment decisions. Yet, Some are univ universally
applicable and financial experts consider them the thumb rules for anm%mf target

0@

Investment portdfolo
must have a
combination of

fixed /recurring depaosits -
(emergency fund),
mutual fonds, gold

] and srocks

by based on thelr wish not
on financial conditon.
Mext, understanding the
educational capacity of
your sonjlaughter is es
sential, If they are good at
studies, you might expect
some scholarships or fee
waivers. If not, the expen-
dirure would be more.

Financial investigation
You must understand your
current financial position.
A thorough, honest analy-
gls of incomie, expenditure,
debt, hoory and lifestyle
habits, risk appetite, sav-
ings, inwestments, short-
term and long-term goals,
dependents {not just chil
dren but also aged parenis)
and the presence/absence
of family-support svsiem
must be made.

Luxury and lifestyle ha-
bits play a spoilsport in sav-
ings and Investments. The
two are inversely related.
The more you spend on
luxiiry, the less you save or
invest,

¥ou should clearly zero-
in on a targes; that s, ©
which level would you
want to reach regarding
the above variables. Often,
quantification of the above
variables to the approxi-
mate levels is bemeficial.
For instance, let's say the
current savings is £1,000 2

To avoid touching
saving@s Or iNvesments,
in times of emergencies,
you must be well
protected by various
kinds of insurance
policies

meomnth and your target sav-
ings is T10,000 per month.

Mext, analyse the gaps
from where you are, 10
where you want o be,
again guantification helps.
In thiz case, T9.000 a
manth s the gap betwesn
the current and the Erget
level. You should also fi
gure out the time available
for reaching the targer, say
how many years you have
in betwesn.

Budgeting exercise

The moment you realise
there are gaps and aware of
the dme available, start
budgering. Cut down on lif
estyle expenses and ex-
penses an instant gramfica-
ton. Know the difference
herween needs and desires
amd far as possible, spend
on needs, not desires.

Start early

The key solution o artain-
ing the target is (o start ear-
ly. Only then can you enjoy
the magic power of com-
pounding. Say, If you start
when your child is Just rwo
or three years old, you are
giving money ample fme
to grow and when it mult-
plies, goal attainment i3 ea-
sier. In contrast, il vou start
when your son/daughter is
In Class IX or X, you are
losing the potential power

of compounding and on
top of it you must save
more money per month

for attaining your @rget.

Educate your child

Teach your child about the
importance of cutting
down on expenses, o-
ney, savings, invescments,
education, financial disci-

pline and  financial
responsibility.
Insurance coverage

The first expenditure to-
wards securing your future
must be insurance policles,
To avold rouching savings
oT Myvestrments, in dmes of
emergencies, you must be
well protected by all kinds
of insurance policies, 3ay, a
term policy for at least ¥l
crore; family-floater health
ingurance policy for ar
least ¥10-725 lakh; if you
have own house, buy a
Bharat Griha Raksha policy
with the sum insured co-

vering property vahe.

Risks/rewards

Do not put all eggs in one
basket. Your investment
portfolio must have a com-
binatlon of fixed/recurring
deposits (emErgency
fund), mutual funds, gold
and stocks. If you have 3-10
ten years for your goal, in-
vest a portion of savings in
equites. Though equities
might be highly risky if less
than five to SEVETL Years,
they have the potental 1o
give inflation-beating ne-
rns if invested for more
than L0 Vears ar s,

(The writer 5 an NISM &
CRISILcertified Wealth
Manager ond ceriified in
MISMY Research  Analysi
module] | o
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Library notes

Scholars today wear many hats, old-timers grab many desks
Anupam Srivastava

@ The demands of scholarship are such that these may deter
¢ ordinary folk. For one, even while undertaking the most serious
| research in the library, the scholar must fulfil his or her social
oW obligations. Most libraries allow scholars to bring their phones
- mside and use these with discretion. At times hectic texting by
g 8 S'E thescholarmay give the impression that he is not serious about
his work, but the grim expression on his face should dispel such a notion
Theday islong. In the throes of work, a scholar may wear many hats. If vou lift
your eyes and view the laptop screens in the neigh bourhood, yvou may even see a
shopping websiteor amovieplaying. Ttisnecessaryfor thescholartorest his mind
after grappling with a difficult academic challenge. Occasionally, a web page with
astock market trading account seems to pop up, but it is probably a mathematician
working on an algorithm, or beta-testing a data exchange tool.
Today’s libraries are well-equipped and comfortable. Unbearable summer
and dreary winter days inspire intense scholarly engagement. On
Gﬁj suchdays, findinga seatin coveted publiclibraries isextra difficult.
Some scholars reserve desks by leaving laptops and books on them
“—/ / Itisacoincidence thatthecouple yousaw strollingnear the trees, or
—  sippingcoffee outside, returnsto claim these desks.
Onemay try tomovetotheupperfloor, butthe few desks therearetaken over
by old-timers who arrive firstand leave at the end of the day
Such scholars go through the demanding post-lunch hours with practised
ease. One may find someone drooping in front, their eves closing. But then a
finger that moves on the keyboard, and a head that nods just when you thought
he wasnapping, are evidence enough thatacademicrigour wasnot abandoned
on a soporific afternoon after a sumptuous lunch in the nearby canteen.
Thesceneoutsideisonethatcanliftasaggingspirit. Itislikealounge where
people talk and exchange greetings, like a ship's deck minus food and drinks,
After a day of study, when the scholar stops here briefly the eruption of
greetings by other scholars makes him forget disappointments such as thg
congested academic space and limited funding. He says his goodbyes an

returns hometoa restful evening. r(u(.\_u, /
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Why are we still battling ragging?

Persistent ragging in higher education mstitulions demands deeper
| psychological and systemic interventions beyond extsting regulatory measires.

D KRssma KaLma,
D Saranms DExa

igheer Educaticn Instirutions

(HEIs) play 2 coscial role in

shaping the scademic, person-

al, a.ud.'p'n!ﬂ:il:m]jﬁmrs ol

reiibionn. o sEudents RErF Vedr
Thess= institulions aim oo produce citizens
who are productive and il cogiribute 1o
society, Az such, higher educrtion engag-
ex in thréee-imenssonal functions = b
ing, ressarch amd extensaon. A ey Botor
in determising the quality of thess fow-
tions is the esvirnnment of the inetiti-
tion, which includes the administrative
ecvirinmseal, pesiching-learning envir-
rment, ressarch enviroament and ah ever-
alll socac-ethical emvironment.

Tri thee Indias contexs, HET: iaclude Cen-
tral universiiles, Staie sl vErsitas,
deemid universithes, colleges, firivacte io-
seitutiang, IITs, WITs, and other wotono
muous instbiorions, With over 1, 100 uni-
wersiiies and 45,000 colleges across the
courdry, Endia kas one of the Begest high-

. e pducktion systems in the world. In the
Lt £5 years, the hightr education secler
hak e A EDesp s B LTy, Tecsult-
ing in# meore than besrfold growih i the
nurmber of universities and colleges. B,
the qusstion is = hiny filch are thess in-
wtitutiters ahle (o coatribubo 1o socety? [s
the snviranment in Lhese insliugiong safe
and enriching enough io fed the kearners
realine thide npdimum potential!

A safe envirerment in HE ik got just
sl physical sefiy bul abse msbodes
e hone, pavehedigacad, and spoEl well-
peany. Salety EnLoen ssGE L st e ul
sriclege, rarmssmin L discr moation, ani
budiying, While HEIs have a respunsibil

ry tomodel an ethical emviromment 0 a0-
ciety, unethical Femes within # constinute
A irey.

(e of the many c&allenges thai the
HEIs face & mgging. Fagging wia coce
used as gn "inatiition rinsl’ i higher edy
cElios Etinations, ot AL has now been
mecai bid 45 & Berioes boman rphls vic-
Eatian, 0 afren includss vecbal, physacad,
and papciobogicsd sbarse, One of the Edst
padnful and parsistent Esue in Indan HEs
‘|5 shadest suicides. & total of 51 deaths

pecurred hetween BUER aad 2024 dee 1o .

ragging in educativnal iRstEtutions, as per
th= hatest report “Srae of Ragging in In-
oia, PEL-04' by Iea's largest anti-rag-
ging NGO - Sccigty Against Vidence s
Education. The repet also identified med-
ical colleges a5 hotspots for ragging inci-
dients scress tie country Thisraiees 3 ds:
turbing guestion: if anlti-ragging imEasures
swd counselling eentres et why does
ragging pereist ard, thenefor:; unfprpeate
s ad wgicide contisgoe?

The Supreme Court of India had ssued
Bndrmark judgmenss in 2001 and in 2009
wilh regard 10 banLng ragging. 434 con-
augsence, the UGE sswed eliborate
guidelines i 2009 10 han raggng in high-
er educatiomal ingldutions. The antl-rag:
ping fremework i@ Inidia tnchudes an anti-
ragging mamitorirg committee, UG reg-
ulstion, UGC anti-regging cell, UG inter
Councal Commitbes, varions moralGing
agenoies, various councily sbing a8 rEgU-
[atory budies, anti- ragging committees ingd
anti-Taggicg squads of universities aidl
rofleges, a irrs parent complaind poccss,
sl multiphe and gasily necessible pinta

fiorr thie wictims of mpging or somecne who
comes Lo knovw sbout any mgging evinl.
The DG Repuwlatons on Curbiog the
Peliereaee of Ragging & Mipher Educalional
Insttutions (20097 masSle pratgntive
gtepr, mchidesy mandabayy affidavits from
studients and parents, display of anti-rag-
g helplines and notices, natiodal Anti-
Ragging Helpline (1800-180-5528) and
onéne compkine patah i e HE . More-
ower, Ant-Ragging Day & obsecved on
August 12 foliowed by an Ant-Ragging
Week, The measares for swsuring a &Hg-
prg-lree campos mclude dSesmasaring
Erdnrmazinn on anti-rAggug oogulaiang
through adniisssodn brochgees, leallets,
posters, inetifution website, mestings,
publicity ceanpalgns, semizars and work-
ehwope, prodessional mounssEng. s
twn programmes, large-scale cultusal,
sports and other actiaties, The Inlms-
tion Edtocation Comnerssdcatinn: Guldelines
for Cooncile, Tniversities and Colleges
{Curbing the Mimace of Rogging),” pre-
gared jointly &F the Mmistry of Edus-
tion, Govl of Iedia, and the UGC in the
yezr W@, siates that any sradent found
guilcy of m,ﬂ:m,g will be subject to g very
shrnpen! pesshment
With such preventive and regulatory
mectanisms in place ol boll governmen-
tal ani smstibaticaal Jovels, one would ex-
et U ROt & single cis of ragging would
poour: Bul, e ey 5 that despite all these
mEas0L e, MERNE persisis in many odu-
ool S0 UCiDes, We have s2ill mol boes
ahle b make Every single campus ragging-
froe. Agart Eram (ke cases that are regis-
tered in the ant-rgEing portal or b com-

PlAinE, Man)y CAses may go ll-l'll'f'-:l:'-"'ﬂl‘—
Somse students kesifaoe to report RRSIND
dire tofear of re@liaon.

A recentcase in West B-en.:ﬂ ever high-
Hghts megigence 0 RARING CaSes 10 pro-
tect thee repotation of the institugtion. A8
reported by a nacional dely recentt a 25~
wear-okl pesemch stholar Fagicelly oer
Furd hifie Inllgwngg alleged harsasment &y o
{elore ressarcher, Despine &ling muiople
campiaings, ke repomed@y received ma
response, as the authorities appeared
more concemed with provecang the in-
StEOnN ¥ gt Gim rathar than address
ng his grigvances.

Il amother ncidenn chae ook place 4n
Mdovamber|ase vear an [8-vearoid MEES
student in Guiard ded aferallegedly be-
{11 .I'ﬂn']l'lll o grarad Ry three howrs by bis
SR

The tigne has come 1o look far and ot
upan che oot <o uss of raggsg. HLis ceally
dismaring that e vouth isbdeng is rap
ging dosa caly o deniva sadistic pleasure
orassert ther supenanly, Some indolps
in it omly o cosringe thie kg mu].;._n
kind of revenge for heing the vicims of
ragging. Also, some scenes in flma hased
OfL CAREINE Ty ErpREr @Rfnemeeary in 2T
shedenis o a0l M che Sne way, Are we
mat losing valoable humin researces
|rough scides, Wneef PO O e
WiIsL A ol time due s rapang® Diega this
indicale (el we need o de g Jeper el
1 hi s ol e Sid wog sLop af e
by making seme weaares? Thougls et
are sievoran] Bes R Lo b Lhe oo,

et emplementition depereds golely om
e IR DI ComeRiTd .,-':I-_:ﬁ".l_-.w-‘l,_l L"

-


Admin
Typewritten Text
ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 19 AUGUST 2025


INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 19 AUGUST 2025

POLICY

Creamy layer ‘equivalence’

The criteria laid down to identify ‘creamy-layer' OBCs are not comprehensive. There are anomalies that
prevent the uniform application of quota benefits. The government proposes to correct this situation

—————

SHYAMLAL Y ADAY
REW DELHI, AUGLIST 18

THE GOVERMMENT s considering ways o
Ensure “egquialence” In e application of
the ‘crearny ke’ condition in reservation
far Dher Backward Clattes {0BCs ) across 4
rangeof jots o ceniral and sate govemment

versities, &5c

A proposal iz been peepared after coe-
sultations amang ssweral govemment mis-
istries and depanments, and bodies such &
I Aaryog and the Mational Commission for
Bachowand Classes [ NCBC), The indinn Pepress
repoeted lastweek,

The effart is tn ensure lbres and uni-
lermity among candldates wia ae ehighie
for reservation, and o remeve certain
anomalies that hawe arisen in this regasd
from circulars ESsued over the years by the
Unlen government’s Department of
Fersanee and Training [DaFT), which far-
muskates pollcy on recneitments and serv-
fce comdifinns.

The cancept of ‘creamy layer”
1Inits land mark verdict in fndne Sy
v Ebexs off ncdia {3992, the Suprems Coume
upedd the pervermment’s decision imple-
TR T TRCaTUTE ki Geerd o the Mareal
Commission, bt zald thar afluent sections
among the seoally ard educathonally hack-
ward clagzes, the se-called “reamy [ayer”,
st be excluded from job quotas

Thersafter, on Sepiember £, 1943, Dol
issusd i circular idemtifiring the coeamy layer
that would be ineligible forOBC reservation,
For and daughters of high corstitutional
furctionaries, and government, FSLL and
armed Moeces cfficers were indwded in the
list, alorrg with "professional class and thase
engaped in trade and industry®, and “prop-
erty twniers”, An *income wealth test " was
Ak mentioresd

Specifically, animdipndual either ofwhose
Parenes wis a direc, reonat to a Group A
Olaes | governimand job, of il e parent was
preanomed w0 Groop A before thie ape of 90,
was not eligiole for the OB qiiota
Tt reuits o Croup B jobs weold be par:
ol the crearmy kayer Chil dren of armed fortes
afficizls ealy up bo the rank of Litsenant
Cofone] civuld awadl of the quota,

Fioe those puiside 1be poermiment secior,
I5e income reiling was s=tat As 1 lakh per
annum. It was subsegaently revised up-
warnds, and the || mithas been Rs A laih since
ST Heweever, incoree from salary and agsi-
cudtural income s natincluded.

The i
Prime
Smwhney case in 1993, Swodesh Toway Eqnes dfive

2004 ‘clarification’ and after

The above criteriy wene not
sz, especialiyreich Tegsrd 1 jobs oubide the

SEUIF,

5a, onOctoher 14, 20, DoPT s5usd de
mmiled “Clarifications regarding oeamy layes
Amongst OBC:™ inardér to determine e
TRy e staus of 2ons and daugheers of
persoms emphmyed in ceganisations where

; o compasahiiny of posts vis-giy
postsinCovernment haynor been evaliated®

s determined that; “Income of e par:
e oy the salanissand ey theothes souses
{ineher than salaries ard agricukeus) land) s de-
termrined separaehy leither b inoome of the
paneniz from the salacks or the inoome of the
parents fmm otfer siies (othes than salanis
an agricalingral land | esceeds. R L5 lakh per
anraam [wehich wias the ey fayer iome
oefling o privane pesond st the me| e geniod
o thivcomrnruthe years, the sons and dasgh-
ters ol such persnns shall be reated ol in
creamy e "

Hiowweyes: these "clarifications™ veers not
widedy innplemenied i deprive individoal of
resersatian benelios during he LPA years
[200-14], as the goverement sought sowno
CBCs in pursuit of werious sockl fustoe goals,

In labe 3014 DoPT starbed examining
Ccasle certificates issued by vasious asthori-
2 determine their campEance with the
<00H " arifcation”

Bepvwain the Cial Services Exseninations

Lt of the Mandal Commbssion repost by the govermnmment of
V P Singh (oinee fwas uphield by the Supreme Coart in the indng

[C5E)of 20115 armd 2023 ( batches o 2015-24),
DT ejecied caste cert ficates of mare than
1M socceaihul candidares whe vaould have
epalified a2 OBC under the September 1555
eriteria, bt were put in the coeany Lyer
in u:l_:fd.lne:u with the new geferia,
M.wumwmnwum
appeared inother oo petithe ecamination,
Al haee besen considensd OB on thie basis off
the sane Gete rermificat:,

Efforts to find "equivalence’

Theunmesohved case of the mane than 100
canddidstes desemined by DoPT as being in
the redmsy layer led b copsaitations among
varkos stakebodder miniteies

Wehibe ‘squivalence’ his been ssablizhed
with régand tn the varlows centzal F5Ls, ise
process remaines peraing for cehers — and
tie sonsi daughters of a wide ranps of em-
ployeesare potinche cneamy Liver based oo
thesr ncomes, shanks to “clsifcation™ {=-
sued in 2004,

En Jupse Chis yess, Hame Minister Amiz
Shih and MCAL chaimnan Iansry Abar rec-
ommended to the Ministy of Socia Justcs
and Emporsermnent thar the paficy upder
cangideration should be implemened m-
ruspectively so that these more than 100 c@n-
didlates are also able o herefie,

Vi of the Mirdsmies of Social Justkce,
Education, Lawe and Labemr, the Deparoment
of Pabdlic Enterprises and Do, aswell s NIT

Ao aned NCBC were seoght in the matier,

Acteeding to souEres inthe govemiment,
some of the ssues in the proposal b estah-
lish ‘eoquisalence” aret

B SEnce the calaries of universioy each-
s from assistant professor upiwand Dypicaly
start Broen Leved 10, which is equivalent to
elry-leve] Group A pests inthe govermment,
it has been proposed that children of wniver-
sty teachers bi categorised a5 oneary Layer,

® For centrall state autenomeus and
stabatory bodies, # is proposed o establish
equivalence’ with central govermment offi-
cials, depending an their levell group) pay
seabe, which & aligred with the carmespan-
ding pay inrentrad and State governments,

Wpcn-teacking staff of universides are
praposed to be placed m the creamy Byer
depending on their [evel) groupd pay scale.

Wi is proposed thar all exeou tve-level
psi s in state PRLS be freated as creaigy
layer akinio the ‘eguivaleno’ that has been
i farce for cepral P51 since 2077, Hiowever,
it ks been proposed thal executives whiose
moome is within Rs B lakh — which is the
ceiling for privace persons — willl not be caf-
egnrised as oreamy layer.

Bl & proposed that smployess of gov-
erfiment-aided institathons, which usually
Eoicrey e senvice conditions and pay scakes
o e teenbrad or respedthve state povernment,
b placed under appropriate categories
based on the ‘equivalence' of their past and
service conditions and pay sciles,

The likely beneficiaries

IF the propesals an impdemented, sons)
daughters of lowerlewel povemnment em-
pleyres with annual smlaries ol moes than R
2 lakh are likely to benefic the mast, [£will
carrect the ancmaly by which children of
srvemment ieachers pef thee berefir of DEC
quitetay, bt childrer of employees of smiar
rank at govermiment-aided instiruGons are
denied on the Basis of incame,

Ausimilar situation exists n several srane
EUVETMMenL arganizations. In one of the
Cases before the povemment the chil drenaf
an i ividual who 5284 el in vehides ars
PHmp nen by @ sare-owned oif markeang
rompany hae Been declared creamy layer
o the basis of income.

Mot mch is expected m charge lor chil-
dren of employees in the private sector,
Sounces in the government said itisnoted In
the propesal that itis difficulr i zssaslish
‘fuivalence’ given the vast rmege of posi-
s, pay, and perquisies i prva e cmplme
ment, arvd creamy layer can be derermined
Dtz oy Ol imeeire | woziadth crireTia,

“The income ceiling wis revised (n 2004,
008, 013 and 3007 _..-""
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What ranlqngs dun t tell us about our universities
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Dz Maondoma Das

i any discussion oo TESCUSCER. EM-
piasis s peneTally kid more on calo-
vl ressrarces than oo rarman resaurc-
ez Propie are ofien regamded merety
25 agents who use natusal resources
for their own benefit, mther than as che
mast ¥itz! companent in e conosg of re-
sooures. Soch 2 view very often l=ads to
the misconceprion shat & reginn oF & foum-
ey i oach eamply becuuss it i endowed
with abumdans natural reserces. Bat this
% O Alway s i, a5 there is evidenee that
AT rOEHE Or foranireis endowes] with
aheandant nasural resources stll rermain
urdkrdeveloped becauss of 3 kow level of
I re sl derneiopEmni
By contrast, there are cther regins or
coumiries with smrce mtoml resouTces
wioch se highly developed becase of &
tugh leved of hurmsn cescurce devologinnt,
Bhagtam, Brazil, Congo, Mongobz and sime
Lazin Ammerican and African coupsries are
either underdeveloped o developing, de
spite besireg rich in s baral pescaroes, while
Jupan, the Methertands and 1smae] are de-
withoped countries, dthough they nve lim-
ed maturd rescurces. This cleady dem-
corstrabes the dodiiant ol of Taman Te-
SOHITTES i SOO0-BCONOTE devEopnent in
ANy reg oF coumiTy
Withir [efia, hesem and Funjab odfer ke
bkt contrmsting exgnphes. AloaED As-
a4 pdoswed with rich satural rescure-
v=, it renaims &0 underdeveloped Stale,
sherees Pungh, dispete fs defichency of
natural resngrces, 15 highly developed.
Treredrare, o 15 AUCE5EaNY b @we Serui
Psnught 1o umein resod s developrmemn
] ER RPN o siacln-peuGoie de-

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 20 AUGUST 2025

uman resource development in State

Sustamnable socio-economic development in Assam urgmn!'y needs proper human
resource planning, skl development and effective policy implementation.

velopment in Asssm. [ we accept thi each
fersim constibubes a pobediia) kumn re
sorarce, T cam e said thert Assam possesaes
an sbundanoes of petertial boman resoure-
ex, in addition bo iis ohwmdant Tt T
sounces, tvas fulfilll g begh the necekary
and mafficient condilons for developmens.
Wy, thisn, does e Srane a0l g behind in
Ed-Eoonomic development!
Development depends nok on the mere
availability of potential natural and human
resnurces, ke on.their proper wtilisation
oy ks of humean akill, mpenuicy, dex-
ety aod erdragement capebibty, saded
by capitad and teckmalopy. bath of wiich
are man-made prodects created by
prosvaeing nanaral resources. From this
iswpaml, (F v cledar thi Tuiman fesmim-
es in Assam have nod, been propsciy da-
velopedand wilised, In other words, there
ta nio significant manpower panning oo
human resourse Govelopment pro-
grammye. Where are (he schemae e im-
proving the quahty of life of the people?
Where is the stralegy to provide asefd
wdscation and traindng foc sinll develop-
e, B | dcEre with raniiEon, nuiricion
and mecbeal faeilibes, smployment oppor-
tumsties and empowerment of women ikl
pocar actoes of the populatios throaph
employment and income geaesratan? [n
dewsloped ctasina, evin persona with
dimahilities are trained W perfiom spedfic
types of work for which Lhey are made cape.
B, Bul sh Assam, there are maee than 3
b e e endcata] undrnphcased Youlls
iniot bo speak of urdgistered aducated and
usethacsied yoachs), and the rumber is sead-
dy iniremming, Sme of our yourhe cake up

ArTns, comemit vanous crirmes, end their Pres
om Sy grounds, of hicime drug sddets
and oodotics, Our se-called education sys-
tem 1 sesgnElb fior croalmg 3 Brpe mp-
ot o vedilie who are nesther physacln
prepared lor Bard lsbevar nor mentally
equipped for creative teaking. Thay blindy
ape Western cultung: witholl understanidng
Ha poetine qualithes Thert i 8 gross mm-
s of BrsTean resgunte,

How many people are aciive workens in
Assam? dinby 35 2 parrent < 495 perrent of
mates ked H0.7 perocns of femades (aocomd-
{ng o this 2011 census) What are the -
marmg pecge doing? [5 this oot 3 hupe
waste of inemn resources? Leaving aside

and eldecty peopée, who together
scooiint for BLGS perment of the popalatoe,
il remsining 21 pavent ane pon-werkirs
in Eheactve age Froad, This, only 5.8 per
pexi of workers oy the banden of 64,2
percenl non-working persons = indoding
hinan, sged persoes, and non-workers in
the active age ciegory. With such 4 lagn
caurmber of - workeeg peope. oo Gan the
eoonomy of Assarn grow? Again, mast of
thie wirkers are not ropery tained, which
resulls m by elfmency Bong AssEness
weirkers Bemg much lower Gan et of s
oounterparts inother Staces.

‘Thus, there is s urgent need for aman
resouree dovelopment and manpowes piom-
i ¥ A, bn thix respect, geographars
tave an impartant mle to play, 2s they can
analyss probieies of Tniman resoarce man
apgemenl foom & sgeial il!'l:ﬂin":li'-".!-

Herareyver, Musim immigrams are very
fard-working and aoe willing to doany kind
cfwnrk, Thiz s because theyart compelled

tor undertake tard labowr in grder bo be-
o Grraly roveed m Dee aod of Agsam. h
does nad roean that ey are traned (o per-
form their work mors efficientis Lo fac
thiry are often exploited by others who
betome rich at the expanse of their abour
But can socic-sconomic divelopment in
Aggam b achieved with such &N ever<in:
Cresing nusniper of imunigrant peasancs?

Ir the name of fovnan resource devalip-
mem, figher educminnal instmsonrs — e
gree colleges, universines, engineersg
oodleges, medical collepes and even an 0T
— b by, @ stalrpesied i Aseann, BaE mos
of the degree holders from wach edecba-
al instibxzions, with the exception of the
[ET, who are educaued at e cost of huge
suma Irimn Che pulbbc excheguer, e sim-
iy ading o the sammber of unemployed
Mest of the men boriouws stodents migrate
o develnped Stares of countnes i search
o B by edua s, raining and enploy-
meefil with higher salaries amd o besiec
standard of living. Most of the [T trined
enginesrs serve cahiee Slates oo cieries.
‘What, thee, i the benefit of estabbishing
such a high-leve technicl insicotion?

Ir sdnadd lso be remembered that man-
poreer phanning chropugh effes i edact o
ared training w0 IMprove efficiency @ X
sufficient if 3 holistic and insegrated s
n|;|rr|,i|:'. plan covrering all secices of the scon-
amy e Bof sdopted and implemented 1o
employ them. The achievement of such a
goal depends on A range of socio-coltural
and paliteal eonditions. Usimarete nogh
e -CAn e schiesad withist strong -
emmemt poicy and § corrupion-ee -

TSI L, T‘J"-M g
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A tribute to M.S. Swaminathan, ‘the man who fed India’

e Vik=it Bhamt repimtion, which has

o= e

MEpTTE a5 amit ENL

scheniife capiabalny, and somnd ol this,
espacially o the mew digital eoomamy, will have g
b pafmnanirihar, There is soch to learm s chis
ooviest (rom de most successful experiment in
antianirilizma in e past, which was the
Sldmement of pod sefoafhoiency in the 1960,
.5, Bvaminathan was the men whe did i and he
ws & livieg hers o ol of us. This & the cemenssy
xearal his birch and i has seen the publication of
A Dy biogaple, AT, Svarmimathan: the Man wa
Fed Invlta, by Privambada Jayslommer,

W, Jayabkamir Bad the benefit of demilod
digcussions with bim an bath the persons] and
professional side ol his lili and she bas produced
a bk which s 2 preat read. Boeever, (o this
artiche, Lwilll Bocus an soime lessons foom his
tﬁu&liﬂ'ﬁgﬂlhlﬂh':r:mrurw funare,

Thee planting of a seed of anidea

Soenrific advamemment was mt e oo al e
(ereem Revolution and the book beings out that
such advances are not achbeved by dedicasnd
soiengtsls workieg in fsolacion 1n & [ab. They
irvve colliboration with otber sdentses and 2
cross-fermisation ol ideas. It was kmowm thal
wiedl prodlucivity could be increased throagh
application of fertlirers and other inpues, bot the
probdem wes Bt the higher woeight of graies
sl e phnt obend and lodge 1 e sialk
W Rok ST enough. Swaminarhan was mying
B e radiation to deselion A pene i mulstion
thart measld hawe & stroeger stalk, but this
approach Was noL geiing anyoher.

In 1558, a lapamese scientist visiting Delbd told
Sormminathan thar & demr] wheat variecy
vt i i Japan, and which had & shorter,
stromger stalk, covald hinld the higher welghr af
grale withow bending, Swaminathan feged the
the mew variety had been takets to the Ungied
Srates where 3 sied hreeder was warking on it
T brreeder tokd Swaminsthan th they waps
developing & wisqer variety; wich would not be
sulatibe for India, bot Herman Borlaug in Mo
wasd ing a different variety that moght
work. s | , Syrarninachar had mieg
Doclaug earlier at a seminar in ohe (L5, He was
ahde o persaade Wim o send a small quandry of
his Mexican seads 1o indla, Thise seeds Jid well
anid Swamimathan wanted to ievdte Barkang ea-
came to India 1o dizcuss ways of adagiing these
vadharsee o [mdian comditions.

The propoal [0 invite Barkug was prompsly
approved by the Direcnod of the Indian
Aprhculivral Reseanch e nace (AR in B350 boi
It ik more than teo years to get the
'hurnurml::p-prm'l‘.l.l ool iy peead Ve
invitstion and Borlaug arrived anly by kanch
1563

Eogmimachan ofien Parit Maturu's
plurase, “everything car Wit bei nof agricakure”,
hut the baresocraey was clearly usaware ol L @
is ireresting n speculate on what wouwld bave
heen the henefits if the Green Rivehagon Hid

There = mmuch
10 karm from
one al ndia's
st successfl
EXPETIMZNGE —
the

achienvement af
[

setFsulliciency
in ghe 15608
ancl the
sciemiist

whi made

ir possthle

EOmE PwG edrs eacller. The -:I]:II:IrI.mHMﬂI'IH-
that for science o Nourish, our scieeeiss must be
mimieds Betier conneced to relevant sceniet
abroad and become Samiflar with mering-edge
wirk i thedr lield. This means they should mavel
imore fresdy to attend condesences abrmad and
‘build personal eoncacs, all of which means
Bitreaiberatic control omust be drastically recdoced,
‘The meset step was oosubject the seeds m trials
o th fiekds of schaal farmers. Swaminarhan
could mot get the Minsstry o find the effoct.
Fortunanedy, Lal Babadur Shastrl) who became
Piirne Minister in 1964, weastted o give Bigher
priariny w0 agriculure and for this purpose
appairied C, Subsamisdam s Minister af
Agringture, This made a critical difference,
Sobramaniem caed about 20
Bele e foe & meeling o hear thalr vaws on
b to imcrease [ood production. When
Swaminathan wes sbed oo speak, be frasddy mid
the Minizeer that he had sentifed the e seeds
tthat wmuld sofwe the prohlem, bat the Mindomy

| was ursble oo fumd the recessany ek

Sgbramaniam prompily called foe the Ale and
emmared that the funds were provided. 1t ls 2 picy
thart we Tave nio recned of whar the ather
Beieniste 8564 in de messtng. and in 3
whether the more sexdar schenitess (Swaminathan
was them omiy 550 Tiad s GEfsreni view,

The politiclan needs to isten to the scientisg
This ekl thie sesand Importan lesson. 1n
dealng with complex fechnicil Esues, the
paolitcal leadership must hear the
arjemtiatsechnical pesgie imolved divectly
instead of relying on the genemlis ureaumracy
m:ummmmm.mm
ackmired Pandit Rebeu's commétment m sclance,
tut the book brings out that hie soon realised that
Ui “Tead! hew rakers @ in his owm gowernmant,
miristries amdl the barezscracy™. On page 48 the
arathor pubs [t bhenate: “Miest iieisers haraly
suppared, mndemnstood, or bebiewsed I pesearch
and development..... this was a5 inse of the
Agricilnes Misdster in 1958, forbo ) wernld arder
sciesrtists Hie Swamirathan to go into the feld
and soit ik the problems’ withoa really
understanding the Tenlites"

iz of the ressens China bas done sowell oo
the mtanomic and iechpical frunt i than birdsters
are usnally sechnicably qualifisd people, cfien
engisens with a track recard of suceegsfisl
ml.&ﬁnmﬂmnmmm 1t
Eﬁtﬂfpﬂ”ﬂ.ﬂl]ﬂﬂ!‘r‘:h“;mh

and had a goed knoededge of seience. 1Fwe wan:

[ﬂmmm.iuﬂﬂphmmwand

moreasingly comqibe arees of schence, we wil
e, many mon: sock Ministers o che years
vl i wnoly ar e S bl sl L dhe
Staies.

“The Seld trisk were & greal success and the
nmal%::ummnmmummﬂmhﬂm
acrnss the couniry, This required &

JS._IEID:I e of seed - Hmlarng;ﬂm
m::nh'ﬂhmr:.-—mlruxﬁmmrm
uﬂmme.'ﬂwewreuhjm&mmw

| Midriieringe goiensi

| Fronss, The Hnmnﬂ;ﬂrﬂlﬁrmmhﬁf
pekeasing that much fonesign exdcfange.
mﬁmummwﬂm
the grouncs that it did nes beSeve that the new
seeds woud da better than what we already had.
Thi Left also opposed the mowe beeause the
seeds wire developed under & grant o & L5,
mstivation: (the Rockefeller Foandation).
Shasrt was urderstandahly conoermsd about
these conficting views, Fartansiely,
Syepniingthan persuaded him w0 visit the AR i
se= for himsell ho the new wheat was doing.
Shﬂﬂmmﬂdﬂ:ﬂdmmﬂwﬂn&ﬂiﬂ;ﬂ
seecds was duly approved. Tragically, 1
passed away = fareasy EB66 bur ndina Gancdhi,
wili ol over 35 the next Prime Minkser, also
gave Swamirathen full hecking.
T lezsan iz that when dealing with new and
mﬁdlﬂu.uurtwlmhmmﬁ
apininee even among so-calked
impesant thar all the different polnes af view are
appropriately aired and considered. Boweser,
thits proess may not abways resalt in a consensus.
In m=ach asnuation, 4 dedsion has o be {aken &
the bighest level. Drce taken, the thing wo-do s o
bk e elfoet hilly, Bat it mastalso be subjected
o ruly independent mooioring, with coarse
earPc i,
I the case of the Green Besehurion, the il
wEne mpdy el der Wiils a few years. We
reaped a bounteous wheat hareest In 1968 and we
were able w0 ST plasng ool PL AS0 imports,
Oeer Lime, mew problems arnse. The exoessioe
on waner g also fertilizer use bead to
enwiranmmental problems. Seaminatkan himself,
heving left the gowemnment by then, warmed
abswn e carrections negded o make the Grees
Revoluticn anvironenenmlly susaimable. 1t is a
Py Ehat we aTe yet 1w inplemment these
COTTECH G,

The lssaes India needs 1o ook at
Hmﬂngﬂm.w:mtwmmdmg will

& severely regative effect on agrioadimal
productivity. Once again, sfience will ba crieal
and mruch will deperd upen the performares of
curr research insingtions. India i ahead of
Chiza in agriculrural research n the e 1960,
'pu:mda;r.c_hm.hu:lghragﬂnﬂuﬂmmh
msErursons in the warld's iop 10 and Indis dees
mmﬁ:‘;ﬁ:ﬂnmﬂ-ﬂne PSS i

ulE W spend 0435

mwmnnmnmm

| whseteas the perceninge in Chin is rwice gur

Ind!utthuuummmgmnf .
our agricaliural resesrch mmﬁmm
insrimiromad mmmymmmﬂau
that ehey need 10 Feerui and promons fure
g i¥% AN can we gnsane thar
UK 1o agriculbaral schencsis bave the KBmd of
acce o polideal decson makers that
Fwaminathan had?
Filling these gams 1 che best way of realhe

| honoiring M.5, Swaminathan, And the lessons

develonment also, wlg

r__.-"
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AMEMONA HARTOCOLLIS

any IFansns are oot go-
iRg T AmETiCAN unkver-
sinies this fall. Studenis
from Afghanistan are
having mmouhle getting
L0 CamEp s,

Evien studerrs from China and Ieadis, the
tnptwn senders of mnternational shadencs
g0 Uisted Stapes, have been Sunmaooed
by a maze of new phstachs the Trumpad-
mimseragion bas sel up 1o slow or deter
peopleentering the counmy from nboosd,

Begween che federal povernment's
heighitered vering of student visas and
President Danald Trump's ravel bam, the
mumber Of nrersaticnal stadenls newly
eprolfed in Americnn universities seems
certain so dreop =hy alog,

Therewere abaut I millicoimteroational
stadents studying in the [ntted Statesn
year igo, sccanding o fGgures published
bry the State Department. Dal an inbér-

namianalsmedent encalmens is oot expect-
e 1o b relensed ymeil the Tall. Bar bigher
exdiszation is afrendy feeling the pain and
deeplyworried oboue che fallaus.

Mipny Achocks have seen e umber
al inbermatiomal sudents grow in recent
wears, Bt 4 survey of pore than 500 ook
heges and v e TR s by i Ingditone of 1m-
rersatikmal Education, aoonprofic whish
warks with gosermnmencs and ochers o
prromede mernacinil eduenbon,. fownd
thar 5% of the achis experienced adip
mapplesninnsfromnbroa: lsatsprimg. thie
mast sineethe pancemic.

IsChina and Indio, chere have been few
Vishappesisytnneris menilable For snasdentain
peEcEn L Eonths, and econedoesnone arall,
acvardieg 1o (ke Assccintion of Interma
ol Edwekmors, abso knownas MAFSA, 0
pmﬂmﬁ;" Wrwiznproblems
persst, new incernaional student enrol-
et in LS cofleges coukl drop by 30% o
401 verallthis a |mn|]5ﬂ.ﬂ[}5tflll-
hu.ﬂmhlﬂlﬂmm"l'.‘ analysis

i srudents have phoenop oy enrodl-

im 115 sehoals endrely '.lul-:.lrl:II'.!l-'l'-'l'E'.ﬁ'
creerihepalieal EnyviraEmens m e Lied-
el Sewes. Clsers aresiying my bevacse
ey vy that ©ven i ehaty weere 1z E-':'l!"
entry, 1y waruld effectively be mappas
-mah'l-:l:nd-.-!hl-nasﬂ'-“'fﬂ*h*-" S b
e apply Fo invernships or wav e homre
c.manr.ehmm:.':mwllﬁf"“”h‘f ,

h:wmalii:mlifﬂﬂfﬂ'f*mnj""lﬁ""ﬂ
jed i smrelmeno st eiieu
Eﬂ:ﬁf:umumia Universiry. butakeaat
prublie instirugions like Furdus Uni lnl:li
At Ariwani Singe Linkeersicy, |:M'2|r|hl|!'
mnbsersies that ¢pral Lhe mast miema:
fional spuients, the nunsber DepiAL@G

their srudies this fill — 600 In .""._ i

down by abour 5|:|.|:|jrun|lull3’ll-il1|“:kl-*'

person :u.il].|I'rh-'iﬂ!"b"""’"'1""luﬂdjjy.s

Many inprrnutionsl sielen s ey Al h‘i -
kg andarea feveniuzspurct e schoo
hl‘ll.trrnﬂull.'h.'\:'"."'c'“wm K
derwriee finagreinl aid for other o

||:I5I?-1|-'ll!lrl:|1¢ husmess ndel i

Wendy Woblord, vice provest rioe

natiomalgfaies at Cornisl] Uiyt s

the biggaet loss From the drop in inkerma

uonal ennpment 13 m—-— LT joed albont

3 nlsl
ﬁ!wi:ﬁ::dm'i:!;;rﬂ:dmnmln atudenis
1 b expoged (o siadenis e dll'l'l'l'ﬂllul
cidéures, amel foripAerasianal stuidents i

; Ui Sandick

spriad pandunll yowal the
wikeem thesy rotarn i =
The Trupnadministredon hegan s

ingg oon ieyperisaninnal spudenes lass spaing,
Lij'ﬁ-ﬂglﬂumb-fl:raldﬂﬂﬂI-'lrl:l.“i.im-:lq.'r.l:.
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Students from some countries won’t make it to class this fall because of President Trump’s
travel ban. Others can’t get visa appointments. Some are scared. Universities are panicking

o Ll R T W DEEREH HRITHEMDWH

International students
caughtin Trump’'s visawar

wha were alresdy inthe county aod o
imerease wening of 1hose wisa wnnoed @0
erral,

In one of Ies firsy meees. the Toumg ad-
misdstragion threatemed 10 depan more
than 1,800 e mantional sruedenes sudying
fthe Unived Seaces. bnmany cases, cheres-
sorEwere ppaiue, Stcremry ol Snse aroa
Fushio has said charaemamonal sudents
wihnwerea gt of campus protests mver he
wiarin dxl:umh‘uﬂp.mpu.rpn.iur.wu-rnrnl;
wtoome, “¥ie FOT VISR b OO A
nudﬂndmix;ne."hrnmm.mmm
“nan becomeasodnlnoovist that warsup
(AT VRS Iy e

Several groups hoee pond 10 COWT [0
challenige what they.called an
ieporistion policy Veens Dubal, general
porunse] for the American Assocadan of
Linheiersdry Profemors: s the wiminism-
o i vinleting che constinutonal rights of
noociieEns anﬁ'cLﬂrﬂ hrr.n-:ﬂ:u:;lnt
1z deport peopes o viEws
protecisd !:-:rr.nl.'Fn:I Aumentmini,

Jareel Jaffer executive divector ol the
K night Fipse fmesnlimen Instituse s Co-
ambe, Bas argeed thas che onckdewn ks
amlemecrutic. T practice 3 ne we' d
orckinarlv assocle ":'.”’ Lo rri | PPt
sivg polinca] pegimes,” be bos said,

Afer I.rl1 n:.;mj-c. nany af the _-r;;:i?'uln.
wrgered for dejeration were reinstaied.
E1-I-F|!¢'||ﬂ.'..|l|.|‘.|1idl;'ﬂl:, Stave Deprtmont of-
ficiaks said they bave reveked miene has
6,000 student vesas, om grauics ol sup-
|'|t|.|r|'.i:|1= berporiem, oeursialying visss and
breading the law, n nusnber ies? fepamed
by Fw Mgt

Sund thee Srate Deparmissn suspendeil
i soocdent Vi D pininenes bemween
May 37 and Jusic I8, b rime o venr that s
aradinarily the peok seamoo.

When ihe governissnr begen ssul
ki visas ngain inlate hane, rwaswi
o proviso thar consulaves would scnstinise
nﬁhuu'ﬂ:ﬁ:iﬂ mieclis msore Agorously.
“Thit has made the proves much sl

and srudends whe hidee yet e ckear the i
1erview process iay bein danger ofimiss-
g therstart ol Eall cfokses or magy even hvee
50 postpone snrolment by o sepesier or
enore “There dees appear o bea height-
enizdl revdiew ol smudens visa appdications,”
s Dubal, ndding: “Ther sooal medz are
being reviewed lor expressicnal pro-Pol-
gsxinian senmmentor crifiquesol Trimg’s
Inrelgn policy positions.”

Trump sgned a pn‘l:lllll.l.l.ﬂlmlrl'.ilr
day barving foreipn sudenes from enter
irg che Uniged States ro amend Hanard
citing Becarily copeerns, but o judge has
bloeked ehe arder frcen Hll.l:l,;d'l-ﬂ:l.

Iy Juser, Trumap l.a-:ll_hﬂ'prndn-
iy o Py o restricl e eniry
of people from 19 oouncries, ncluding AF

zogn, Hlaid, lran, 'I'-eu:ren..l':-‘l.l.bu. Lok
uiad Visnezueda, and o increese scru iy of
pepli from ceher eounimies, co make sare
that 1 pecple *do not intend 1o harm
ﬂn'mirmu‘mmdm.d-unn] meEress”

Tisciugh the prodnmaotion dd pot mrge
snadents i ey sruddents haw
been caughs up in the ol restrictions.

“Beeauss ol e maved ban, it's just no
pessible ro gt Sudens wisas Frony termin
Siipdries,” sl Dan Bovger, an mumlgrn-
tinn lnsyer i Noethampion, Masseeb-
stz % loc ol Adghan women had heen
affered Tull schalarshdps in tlue L% el
| s

Al abeea) deliva o Stnpe Ceepartment
Apehes et soen said that the deparment
had maode fE veriag of viga applicans
more elfecive and more efficient, “Bur in

every case, e will ke | P dine nevessary
L0 BN A BppEReang s ﬂl,glh:d for che
vita sought andeloes nos posen nek e
andiery oned securicy of che Unsed Sueed”
the spokesperson suid.

Moushir, o IsuEn Srdleie wilio was
ackmicted to the Daiversicy of Souch Cor
ofire, o amily fov & doctorate i chemaznl
chgindering, was cxoghe up o the ool
ban, She Bad o visa interdes in Sepeent
her 2024 amd was s scarr ber spodlog in
rh..-:g:r,;-ul‘:b‘.llﬁ.. beait ghie hig el 0o ldare
whe * her#isn H‘il.:'l'l-c:q.li'lll'lml. Bl in
now Betping 1o organise a ebbying canre
prkEn oo ¢ i e wisa dilaye, and says chac
a Eroup an Teléprrn suggeests thas
there are hundreds of ceher [rxnian sns
el in simdlar simadons,

Neonshim, wha nsked lor Fer lasn name
1ot 10 be discosed for fear that it wauld
affect her viss prospoects, sakl she chose
the LIS ta study because she bellopsd tha
Iralfered the bes higher educsrion inthe
widrkl, Now she belicves she is being pun-
Bhed because af agsyrmIpdiove albaul ler
political belicia

ichas] Crow, the peesident of the
Universiny of Arizann, 2asd e miet with an
Ameriean diplomasooTicalin I fine
mianihs ago o discuss the vida prodken,
ad was inbd thee State Dheparement was
deing the best bt could. The eneneaingy
abuut geming U S visais prompting S0
soudeiies w kok eisew here. Mang L5 umi-
versaics g have campuese shrosd and
e eried 1o decoemmaclite inbernast emad
ansdedirsar thoge cem 8] thay cin
gt U5 visax, Cormell, fior msrance, pme
sy e oprion i s e ol 2085
:.d'lt'ﬂ!i}lt:lﬂ' at h&'nr&n;:ﬁﬁﬁﬂmbl'mh
H s 1y St ih Korva.

Thve Fiew Times ol gl
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Braswam BHUvAN |

n thie age of ochmalogy, we see that

ST CORMEETY 18 G LR boerands 3 dig-

il pducaion system slong with the
ek of the dpisal soconomy, The
are [asr-paced mo codar's world, and ghesal
connectivity is pustdng the country into
enmpeRing wilh the pédit of the world Tlos
campet L = no) skt hul eud, impac-
ing every aspest of oo v Dotd o evir
e covest ways. It 1 e e o £ LB
how sdacerion and s cosmicolum are =
tertwinad wazh the rast of the insGutions
of the counirg be ¥ the sconomy or the

pabEy

The educialion syefem of g cousiiry
ehapes The yeith i fubr-resdy, silled
and knowledgeatile sectinn ol the papalas
tion. With the popataticn of india expected
I reach nearty 2 billion in a few vears and
& mEgor secimon bEne the younger poeiiia-
o, ik 1 vital that oor youllh geg ftore-
resdy, Expiering differemn areer options
n the digital age, adopcing skills for the
hrure woridhores, and geiting aopuamted
milk crestivity tools and artifical intelli
aenici are the need of the hour The b
tioral Eduention Pohey 2020 has seought
aoul ceman chinges that make il gaser
fr dindents to chooee (heir preferred
cedrses while pursuing higher education,
It has bl some of [he radicioml wiys
oof s D1 sl oyt dor subjecls, 80550
citbung students are motivated and guided
Lo et fudds of cheir pwn chioce and pur-
tayi £ Wagal vof o Dhat best s s U
There i 6 Dgpe sl gage plagpuing the

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 22 AUGUST 2025

Youth and futuristic skilling

Today's youth must bridee skill gaps to thrive in 2 compelitive world
by harnessing technology, innovation and clustve education,

warkfarce. There have been eforns by dio
Eoverrenent o impeess shilling. sush as the
recemt erthanced budget allocations o youth
sl devslopimimt, pnd the Sl ks Mis
=inn Fims b0 Sl pearnising resules in da-
veinquilg the seoessary marknl-Ariven shills
for the countrg Finance Minister Mirmals
Sihararzan smounced o allocacon of Rs
500 crura to esaabhsh 8 Centre for Exced-
it i AL The silriee bsiliindd Tl =00
arroduee Al ol ineduestonal el
'T‘I:.l:l:mhn:mmelu'gﬂ']ndm:rydﬂ
also calied the Fourth Induserial Resmabation.
Serari faciomies provide 3 goosd oppantumity
e sevriBTurers e dler (he Feurtl [n-
dusbrul Bevolution and A8 e raguine-
memis The sstahlishmers of Assam Skl
University in Mmgaidai, Dmang, by the
Goverirtant of Adiam will bemefii a Srge
msmder of pecqile from ti alate. The Pid
Hesearch Fellowship Scheme will offer
L0200 el arveshiipes for cutcing-pedgo prsesrh
& difarent mettutines. The reserrch will
focus oo high-mand Lopics like A, mans-
factunng and siE e ide eoergy
With the use of high-tech Enternet o
Things {10T] devices in lecterins, there s
Iegher prodecavily and impaseed gealite
T maainual models FOILTe marn Firme and
alieT, while Al-powered Euiphie radoes
manedaciurning and Bumar errors and FEG
save enengy and wme,
The ginarrrenani has uphelda posd of shill-
i 211 kth yoneh over the et fiwe vesrs tn
equip them wilh contempovery shills, Th
initrive is 0 modernise |6 |pdusom
Training Eretilees EITIE:-},- afcelding B

.
"ty —

T e, T fus G Ul CorThe o) 2 -
i trising wiih updaned clirricula will belp
hridge che shill gap and o sdance em-
oyahibity Akvsy with thig, the provison of
inemship cpEtan®ie B one crone mdi-
vidual=in thedop 500 orgsoisatione wil geo-
vk e perieTios, mapoaure and resdness ko
weoeld. The Moeded Shill Loan Scheme cfiers
Ioans char will suppoet 25, M0 studomns an-
nualhe Furttermaore, chis year's hudge | soi-
trilnges sipnificanthy ta higher education,
AdiruERing faps in accoss bo guality edoca-
ion. This provetscn will makeaccess o higher
aduzation easier emEOAsErIng mor penpls
6 parsue adanced studiss,

Thisa ks Bem immense scruiny séasl
how 0 make Inidis feare-ready, and the
¥R g aim o these s s is i bar-
ness paleniml and Lo nse the dessiyrrapbec
divickend 0 that more and moee peapis gin
ppoctuml A [r amperment.

s e yorth grapple with diferent chal-
lenpes, demandivg more equitable wd it
silulenta 0 ther problems, the need.of
ther higar 15 1o address these muhifaceied

. Bor thic, it & very crui=al foc the
pspralation oo be aware of 1R seoge of tech-
nicalities and ipols available o sevese ther
fuire. Susminahildy-lotused careers ae
oo the rise, sudh 46 i@ renewatle energy
green tech, dimate fesadence and wasie
mimgemert. Schikiihipe dor womer anid
Lrai ning programinee wich fnamcwl asssl-
anod Lo inlo ek o soence and k-
mology Tl bo cios Dhe gender g,

In today's mene, menely hoding degrées
dov=s st guaranies 8 saecessiul cireer -

portunity. Tocay, we see g shilt & the job
ndsape, the digicl ransformition and the:
evoiving indusinial systems. Akhough dhere
are eerpr Sl million young people who have

hesn trainesd i pechoalegy and services,

everm i3 onl a meed for efecive upakilling

for all yoosh g engaging in higher edacaom

and grrsiing,

Extreprecesurshm and Eeiong shills n
A1 teals are becoming the cormersrnne for
garvival im Lodmy™s wordd. There must be
mere discussioes and awareness pica-
Bramite 1o boing the genemal people nio
the amibit of 64Tl trainimg and spark their
interest in this arena, More mlk shows by
ihe meelligentaia ond thinkers Sram differ-
ent Belds shauld b orgamized o hos pro-
grecrmes related 1o digital upskilling so that
the general peapls can ake part in them
and even wilch them an celevigion There
% an urgent need o sdocate pezizqabiz bl
hew the generzl knowledge moguired
through aur lifeEme sduscation can be ahi-
bised through soial mesdia and the degiced
wixld in order to be crestive and creats
sustambes mins of prod: Hvity:

Adoeg with industry-tased Jearming, saf|
B ﬂl.l.l.l.b' EsEenriEl bo SECVIVE 1T
thy's society, B il i the feld of manugac.
{UMNE. 5ETVICES, entsjrenarahip, ete. T
s emoployers look for what individuals
can doliver rather chan merely whar they
Pave prudnd, Cormmnanication skills, .
vl tintelll pesce, adiptability, leadership,
EIC., &g [he s rojeremenis demanded
In prodessional WnrkspoeE g o |I.|».-|hl.un-

purents of success, gyl ™
-~
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& .
A leadership vacuum
L] L] L]
inthe varsities
Kamataka's Higher Education Minister M
C Sudhakar admitted in the legistative councl
that the state 1 strugghng to ind qualified can-
didates for Vice Chancellor posts, it struck a raw nerve
in the academic community. For a state that prides itself
on being India's knowledge hub - with an ITT. IIM, and
a range ol reputed universities - this shortage raises
disturbing questions about the governance and future of
highereducanon. On paper, the eligibility critena appear
straightforward: the Viee Chancellor must be an eminent
academic with at least ten vears of teaching expert-
ence. But behind this simple rule hes 2 harsh reality. Many
accomplished scholars are unwilling roapply. Notbecause
they lack ambitgon, but because they view the system as
skewed. The perception that extraneous considerabons,
including caste equations, political pamronage, and even
allegations of monetary deals, outweigh academic menit
has cast a long shadow. There is a general impression
that rransparency in apponuments is al best patchy, at
worst absent
For those qualifying, the job itself can seem deeply
unappealing. Universities in Karnataka are plagued by
funding shortages, political inter- =——== -
ference, and chronic vacancies in Karnataka must

faculty positions. Even an ourstand-
ing scholar risks being reduced 10 A1

a bureaucrat navigating red tape 8 Di{HITELS
rather than a leader shaping aca-
demic destiny. It is hardly surpns-
ing, then, that many of the stare’s
brightest minds - people who have
international exposure, research
credentials, and reputations (o pro-
tect—would rather focus om thedr ac-
ademic careers or accept positions =
in ceniral instiutions. The leader- _
ship vacuum should be addressed with imagmanion. The
University Grants Commission (UGC) has already sug-
gested widening the eligibility criteria w include senior
professionals from public administration or ndustywho
have made academic contributions. [IMs, for nstance,
have shown how involving eminent professionals and in-
dustrialistsin leadership roles can strengthen insnmnons
without undermining their academic ethos. Karnataka
would dowell to explore, not reject, such ideas.
The solution is twofold. First, and mqst-:nr'r:ail:.r. the
tate must restore credibility in the appomment process
Eh}'ﬁwldngitumspmntandmeﬁt-drhtn,mmmm
political calculations and external pressures. Second, it
must show Openness to reimagining leadership in high-
ereducation, considering proven WJE“EM@ md&fﬁdﬁ'
[f these steps are not taken, Karnataka's uﬂwﬁtﬁ:ﬁw
ashope decher, ngEd “?Lﬂﬂf i eadIndis
jant, Forasta : :
ﬁﬁgﬁzmm .'-'.Eﬂlj-ﬂg for medipenty at the topis

: o g an avoidable [aiure,
nﬂtmﬁelyanuﬂedupwmmf}'- I3 mﬁﬁ?:f?\’
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The skills check

India's vocational training system needs
to reinvent itself to boost employability

FARZANA AFRIDI AND ARJTTA CHANDNA

'WITH A VOLATIE external secior increasing
the chalenge of d emand-drven growsh, the
Prinme Mlinisges m;mwmg
forms feom the Red Fort's memparits oa
15, While 4 recalbeation of 05T ooald
higher domestic corsurmption and spur do-
mestic investrnent vwith ermployment provth,
Indla mist seire this opportunity o &l Te-
thin itz education sytem and inorease th
productiity and employabiline of its bour
fopre. Dur eaditional sducation ssem — ac-
ademicand rote-based — it
awnridorce equipped lor the fune ofwork.
Ins Inikia 2] across the woeld, foomal vo-
cational of skill radning is assocated with
hégher chances of an indsvidual beng em-
plmped and chaining & job in the ool sec-
o Yok, ondy 4 per oannof [endia's warabdionoe i
formaly trairsed, cven though the institutional
coverage af the Vecatianal Education and
“Trmning (VET) system is ederaive —withmver
14000 Industrial T?mmgmhﬂ[fl'k]ard
25 laikch sanchioned seats, Acual enrmiment
was onhvamand 12 lskhin 2022 imphsng just
48 per cend seat unsaion, Cur VET system
smuzaies with not ondy low uptake but also
modesTempimsment rases far those whoun-
derpn training. i HIE8, theemployment rate
amiong I gradhustes was 63 percent, whersas
coumtries with robast VET systems such 2=
Germany, Smgaporne, and Canada reparted
emgloyment mies rmnging betwesn 80 and
0 peer e Thiese siakistics paint oa VET sys-
tem that i5 boch inefiective and onatiacive
10 B4 Yot

Wiy i the uptake and emphnement rate

by For India™s VET systemy
The [t famor s the smapeofthe education
gystem alwhich VET 5 tedl. Coundzies
thatintrodhice VETearlier in the schocfing s
teermh S vy & Stronger assedation with bester
labaur market outccmes. [n Sermamy, for ex-
ample. VET i imtegrated at the upper seoand-
ary level threagh a dual ysiem. combining
st edscariom with paid apprenticeships.
I EoegTRSL in e, VET s an afterthoaght —
e paent b ph-achodo] edascation, v ch i
iy b he [or bands-on
training befone thee youth emerthe phmarket,
It s e mok ke Tor orien on boewarnds

empioyahle shills

Asecond aspect is the absence ol 2 defmad
ekt wery b higheriof acad i peduacation via

W must invest moge in
human capital. Tndia
allocates around 3 per cent
of total educarion
expenditure o VET,
compared to 10H3 per cent
in countries like Germany,
Singapore, and Canada,
Public hinding can be
aptimises] with imgrosed
Anancial viability of TTTa
through Lower per-soudent
ety of teaining and by
allowing I'TIs antonomy o

penerate thelr own sevenie.

wocationdl skilling. For Instance, Singapooe of-
fers VET either as iechnical educanon a1 the
poet-seconcany | eerd oria pobechnics at the
sertiary leved through deal wocational s,
ke Fas defined pativways from VET m tadi-
mianal unaversiy pducation India, nooniast,
ciflars na formal acsdemic progression fom
VET to mainstream higher education. nordoes
pureducation system offer cedit emsfers be-
e systerme, This reduces theuplake of VET
by wehiowish o keep tre-option af tradi-
Boral, acadermic education viable

Third, arad possibly Mot Fnponant = the
pefception and quality of VET | Isdia.
Sirggageere has industry-led ouiouum desin,
heigehs instmoctoe quality, refalar 2sis and a
mechanisim that seeks copstant feedback from

ment ffers subsickes 1o upskill thraughout
one's career In dndia,in coniast, mangy courses
are catdated and misaligned with industmy
nets. Crver nne-third of T Enstruccor posts
s vacant due tn linted trining capacty at
Patinnal Skill Training Instiboes. Quality mon-
e i weak, wath imegular IT) grackng and
no feedback stemes,

Rl stecy irnviesting in robust pubie—gpri-
wvarle partnessiips 1o delver VET is aritical for
successiil kil i Geemarn Srgapee. and
Canaida gevernieents fund VET Instinutions,
wihile emglovers pay for apprenticeships,
share mraining costs, and alse help designour-
riola. i i, the engagemert ol employers
i the private sector s [iméted, B not ahsent.
1= degeend hemily on government funding,
wirh minimal prvatesecior investmentinin-
[rastru e and tining apparatus. Medium
aid Small Scale Enterprisesdrivee bocal job are-
atin, b have lmw engapement with [T due
w ity constraints. Sector Sk Coundls,

prhay @ oy role & inkegraling AEMNG
with inchurtry neds, ack state- level

What can India learm fram infernacdona
N T Ta0es o over hadd it VET programme

FinsL inlegrate VET into early schaaling
ormenereds such integration, bt progress has
b sk, Second, fas-track refonms & im-
plement B Bati onad Credit Framework that
defimes dear progression pathvways andaims
b haree 2 boerd for naiomal ly recogerised cer-
tifications, Thirl, foimprosse craining qualicg,

slign VET courses with [ncal industry demand
regular markes amsesET