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Flip-side of ed tech
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Data analytics
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India’s educational transformation — the true picture

thas been argued that the edisation
sysiemn M India has veered off It cousse in
the laat 11 vears of the Marendrs Modi
gemerninent. In B, nothing ek he
hrther from the fruth. The comery that
witnessod the mosmmental neglect of the
ecucation system by previous poermmets i
deeply povare of the unpleasant truih, While
matinns acrass the workd reimagined educstion
for & mapddly esalving world, Tncdlz's eduestional
frareewnrk remained trapped in a dme capsule,
with ihse last majoe palicy iwpdate in 1565, which
was marginally amended in 1992, This was d
delibarte perpetaston of colormal mindsets
' neenenpanied by & move 1o nsulale the coomiry

Frain rapid eechnalngical changes taking i
e ol e

What past policy was Lile
Corrupcion and a governmmes deficit wers the
defiming features af e countriy's sdiscatioeal
past. Public universities weoe i
starved of funds. Linregulated privaie inednuions
msiraomred mio degree mils. Those who matfer
[roen selective ammesis meed o be reminded of
the infamsrns Deemed Universiny seanibal of 2009
~ umiversity status was granted i 44 poivace
Imsiinstions withaut proper evalization, with
maryy fvand guilty of finamcial irregularites.
Pl call Innesrferemee B educalion wis

The Universicy Granes Comimissios @nd the All
India Gouncil for Techmical Education became
mstruments of conbral rmther than enablers of
rxcelence. Appointmemts io leadershin
iriversithes wene hesed on pollbes] loaky.
Tambaks debiberately dowplaped the
congribotines of revolutionaries such as Shaheed

ieeaions Hissorical narramhes wene ¢
curnd o seTve partsan iterest, India’s Ewerse
culmaral and iosrleciial rradibans were
systematically marginalized. All of these
contrilagtesd o creating an educaton §ysien
et remalned dsconmected from India's glorious
past and dewold of chillsaticnal sthos

Thie Mattomall Education Palicy of 2020
Tepresents A dedisive break foen this inglorious
past. 115 4 prodier of the most adensive
dimnocratc cansleackans n lndia's policy histary,
Based on the fwe pillars of soess, equicy, quallty,
affeedabdliy and accountabilny, the MEF 2020 s

5 Undoar Flimdamed
of Edication

The MNatiomal
Education
Polloy of 2020
is based oo one
of most
exienshe
democratic
cansultations in
Indias palicy
luisbasy ame will
enable zm
seducational

| FCNAtsEance

4 policy of the people, by the peoole and for the
fnze of the people,

The Frcus is empowarmsent and change

O of s primacy abjectves & oo cormedt

st raral ineguities inhertied fram cepmalsed,
ripsd and elite: framnewocks. Whh ikl

imcreased by 50%, Schieduled Tribes (57 by 5%,
ard Crher Backoward Classes by 59% since 201445,

Wamen's empoeermant & ot e heart of thess
reforms, Pemale snrolment sornas sl categariies
I8 grown by an impressive 38 8%, crossing 213
crome in 3033, Ameny Muslim ménarity
students, femealo ensolment pose by 57.5%. n the
board examiratices, the performance of girks bas
Ehirn sheady provement. In kigher edacaiion,
Thix enratment snong women has increased by a
whapping 135%. Today, woreen in the Sxld of
higher education STEMM (sclence, tectmology,
angineering, mathematics, and medictne)
congiring 4£3%, ':rmn'hmednu the ﬂ.‘l:l: Cﬂh‘! in
damms that were dessinased by men. Female
tesachers mow constitue 44.5% of the eaching
wigklioroe, up from 386% in 200, thus
transfneming leadership landscapes.
The data represem 2 fendamenml shift in ediz's
academic ecosyitem, with women reciaiming
thedr righifol place in lodia's mtellechil joumey.

These gains reflect 3 imdamental shilt in
priarities. Pee-child goversament egpendines has
incressed by 130%, from €10, 780 In 20034
135,043 i 200022, The Government is
prigitising earty chabdhood educarion and
fand stinnal kearning and mimer ey for achilds
wyemall development, cognitbve growth, and
fubure learmisg. Govertmnent schooks are beng
upgradad witly modern Efrassructine, Felarke
pedagngy and oeher sispport sysiems, Wich
ooexeried efforis, the ramber of oui-of-schoal
children and also drop-omt rames have decrnizased
The pupil-teacher rafio has imprwed, and, most
mpoctasly, leuming rubceieas have been
sspsdily [mproving,

The MEP 2020 has itpduced funisiste
lements such s coding from middle séhoal,
makidiscrplinary appeeadies to probdem-odving,
s Endvnvation bides o roaral aegs. Orser 35,000
Aml Tindering Lalw (ATL) are psrtiring
grassroot-level mnovaton, The Government |
lams 10 adkd 50,000 maoma ATLa with broadhand
Iptertt conpectvity in schonls In the frre year

shead, These inlifatives represent a fundamernal
remnagining of education for Indla‘’s future,

T Brigher education, gastainable rmveros
modits have freed intoersities from esource
dependiney, ndid now has [ unbersides in che
015 Wiorkd Rankings top 500, a remarkabe
imgprovement Broan dhe pas,
publicackans have incressed by 8R% since 2045,
peopeliing India o 3% In the Global Innovadan
Inidex, up from 76 tn 2004, The
Ansardhan-Matimal Research Foundation |5
murturmg reseanch and Ennovation in
tollabaration with industry and academia

Language primacy

Moas sigrificanaly, the WED bes restored primacy
0 all [mwdian Srgaages and knosledge raditions,
eercoming the decades of “English- st polices,
Through e ndian Enowledge Syerems (TES)
mitimtve, over B 000 higher sducation
mstitutiors e adogied K3 curriceta. Through
1 BRaratha Bhasha Postals Yokina, 15,0000
arigingl anl rrarskted texthooks (m 22 [ndian
lamguagrs will b published, which wili benefit
millices of young minds i express themselvas in
these mecher fongues.

The Government's commiEmsent o socal
Justice wans refiecond i the snactment of =
Central Educatonal Instin®ions (Reseremiien in
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MAKING HER WAY

_Patna Ur! Iversity Students’ Union election has been 3 launchpad
for Bihar's tallest leaders. It's now a young women's club

N FEBRUARY, WHEN BJP's Rekha Gupta was named the Delhi chief minister, Co-
ngress’s Alka Lamba reached across the aisle with a photograph from their student-
politics days in Delhi University. In 1995, Lamba had been DUSU president asan NSUI
leader, while Gupta was the general secretary, representing the ABVP. Thirty years later
in another state where women's political participation has been limited at best, the Patna
University Students’ Union (PUSU) election has thrown up a memorable result: Women
have claimed three of the top five positions for the first time in the university's history.

The success of these women speaks not merely of personal achievement. As Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar has said, this “reflects women's empowermentin Bihar”, an increasing
socio-economic autonomy that is a result of developmental policies such as the Jeevika
programme under the Bihar Livelihood scheme, 50 per cent reservation for women in
panchayat elections, and Kumar's cycle scheme that saw increased female enrolment in
educational institutions. Over the last two decades, women'’s engagement with the po-
litical process has also undergone significant changes. In the 2020 Assembly election, for
instance, the total turnout of female voters was 59.7 per cent, compared to 54.6 per cent
male turnout. On the other hand, of the 371 women who contested the elections, only 26
were able to make it to the legislative assembly.

From Lalu Prasad to the late Sushil Kumar Modi, PUSU elections have been the launch-
pad of several of Bihar's tallest leaders who have played important roles in national politics.
Inan election year, the victory of these young women sends out a powerful message of amore
inclusive and diverse political representation. It aligns with broader national conversations
on women's rights and participation, especially in the light of the Women's Reservation
Bill, 2023. The future is a fertile field of o pportunities for the gutsy women from Patna. sﬂ\P
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Third language choice: Hindi in non-Hindi States, Sanskrit in Hindi-belt
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“ POWER OF PLAY: HOW GAMIFICATION
IS TRANSFORMING EDLCATION
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GAMIFICATION

Gamification also creates a safe and controlled space

for learners to practice and apply new skills
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- Parents need less screen

time, students need more

n todays digitally driven world, technology
Immlﬂﬂ'g.r integrates into every aspect of our lives,

From smartphones and tablets to laptops and
stoart TVs, screens constantly deminate our daily
routines. While, parents may with excessive
screen time, students must cultivate digital sidlls to
excel in academics and future careers.

Achieving a balanced approach that limits parengal
screen time while, fostering students' technobogical
proficiency is essential for overall weil-being and
duﬂuwumtmmdaﬁdjﬁ'rlmparenﬂ aften |
gle numerous responsibilities, including
household chores and parenting. The temptation to
scroll through social media, watch videos or binge
on series for relaxation keads 1o excessive screen time,
digital fatipue and menta]l exhaustion resulting
from excessive screen time, Purthermore, research
Indicates that during the COVID-19 pandemic,
gcreen fime increased signi thy, with

bedrooms as tech-free zones.

Similarly, schools that implemented smartphone
bans, as shown in Swiped: The School That Baved
Smartphones’ demonstrated the positive impact of
reduced screen time on student foous and family
engapernent, By following sech examples, parents can
promaote meaningful face-to-face Interactions at
home.

1 Seta positive example: Children tend to mimic
their parenits behaviour. For example, inspired by the
documentary Screenagers, familiss who reduce
screen time and prioritise activities ke reading, hob-
bies or outdoor play often see their children follow
=it

3. Encourage productive technology use; Mot all
SCTEEN Umelsimm’ ental. Encourage students touse
technology for educational purposzes such as
researching, bearning coding languages, or engaging

in creative design. Platforms offering online

adults spending between 3 to 7.5 hours courses, educational games and interactive
daily on digital devices resultlng in ‘ sirmulations provide immense bearning
heightened levels of stress, anodety and o opportanities. :
depression, ,Fl‘-.q 4. Promote digital literacy: Parents and
Addressing digital Fatigue requires L edusators can work together to promote
CONSCious % to balance profession- ' digital proficiency. For instance, indtiatives
al responsibilities with personal well- by the Indian Government like Atal
heing, Implementing strategies such as i Tinkering Labs encourage stadents to
boandaries for screen wse, incor- L ]eame::ﬁing. robatics digital inno-
porating regular beeaks and prioritising " vation, _ )
offline family activities can help allevi- SAKSHI 5, Monitor and gulde: While stedents
ate the negative impacts of excessive SETHI should explore techniology, parental super-

screen time. Moreover, excessive screen
time arnong parents can set a tive
exarnphe for children. Children are likely to emulate
the behaviour they observe, rﬁ;{nrdnﬁ-a cycle of dig-
ital dependency within the household, It is essential
for parents to conscioushy reduce their screen expo-
sure to foster healthier lifestyles for themselves and
thedr children. On the hand stadents live in 2 warld
that demands digital literacy,

Schools today are increasingly incorporating
technodogy into the curriculum, Ermulﬁal Lﬂi
ing platforms to coding programs, w g
mn%-gdu:rlm of .ﬁr‘liﬁ-:i?ll Inteligence (Al) and
Rnhﬂifmﬁ- hnological tence not anly

D Lo competan
enhances the academic rmance of the students,
but also prepares them for futare careers that are pre-
dominantly tech -driven.

By mastering digital tools, they can harness cre-
ativity, sobre real-wioeld problems and develop crit-
ical thinking abilities. Promaoting healthy use of tech-
fidl can help parents reduce unnecessary scresn
mnliﬁ:-lﬂk ;:mu%ullm prodhuctive digital engagement
for students. Here are some practical strategies that
can help achieve this balance:

1. Establish screen limits; Parents can creale siroc-
tured gubdelines for screen use by setting specific
schedules for thermselves and their children

For inatance, insplred by initiatives like the "MNo
Phome Zome’ campaign seen in many documentaries,
where families designate areas lile dining roms and

o o

vigion remaing crucial. For example,
platforms like YouTabe Kids and Metflix
alfer ;ﬂ.r:mn.] controls and eontent filters to ensure
HBEC-ADDTOpriate Viewin
E;aﬁmpém uﬁ'[ij'j:E;:I.i'l.'iL'iEE'. Balance is kew
Encourage students to engage in physical sctivities,
sparts and creative pursuits offine. Similarly, par-
ents should prioritise offline hobbies, reducing their
reliance on screens for leisure. There is no denying
that educational institations play 2 pivotal role in
ensuring students devebop robust tech skills,

Schools should arganise coding oot camgs, rabot-
ics worlshops and E‘gil;al literacy seminars at regl-
lar intervals. Collaborating with industry profession-
aks 1o introdhsce shedents to real-world applications
of technolopy can further enhance their learning
El;FIEI'i,l:TlIDE. ],;5]-.9]-_.5 d_.,Ejh] 4

Parenting wor  iligital detox du.]]er;?an
support Sn:lgupﬁ provide valuable rescurces and moti-
vation to recduce screen dependence. In the digital
age, while parents benefit from reducing their saresn
time, srur.E-.uu gain significantly fram developing
technological competence, )

By sesting boundaries, fostering digital literacy and
promoting offline activitics, families can strike a
healthy balance, Ultimately, the goal is not (0 clim-
inale techrvology bt to use it purposefully and mind-
fully, empovwering the nest generstion while purtur-
ing meaningful human CORMETONS. gl

{Tha writer is in pdecatak Wiews wpezssad dfe pirsondl)
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ADITYA vANﬁT'I-[
AND KARISHMA
SHANGHVI

THERE 15 BROAD consensis: that the yoih
efour couniry need o be Alliterate, Al s here
matay. All elie remaining the same, peogile,
soonnmies, and eountries thatace Al literste
will be more procuctive than those that are
TaL50, ket s misve on from che dehane sboul
“if* Al Beeacy is required and focus on the
mace pertinent and inberesting question of
“wihat* Al lileracy is.aned “how™ we develop i,

Let's explone this with a amiliar stary.
When 12-year-ald Rard's sciendo project
faed the night befoce her school exhibition,
she panicieed — ber papesvolcano wookdrt
erapt. ber prster [obed dull, a0 hes confi-
doncewas shaioen. Instead of ghving up, she
tumed o an app she'd seen her cousin use
i starmed as King quiestions — bowrm e the
wolcano, impeme her board, and excplain it
simphy. Withinan hous s had aplan, char
Estnections. and a working project that
e her class the next moming.

Moy commyzan Bl i & gross- upwaic-
ing ChatGPT draft a restaurant review of
progect plan, whisperg, T could never do
that~ This is the differenoe. Rani doesn'tses
Al zrmagic She seesitasabool she Canpeach
for 1o sobve a problem, just lke a
panl ora caloslanne

Being “literate” ar Theent” it a doma or
tool e you underssand i ceeply and can
apply that knowdedge in the real world,
paticnal Al fireracy means everyone should
b abe to hammess Al Do imprmve their e
For [ to become a reality, India's schools
e an Al HieTary programine.

This is proemsiby L2 first time in madem
Fiistniy thata pevnlutionacy technofogy isbe-
g created and deplicyed simultanecusly in
boch sdvanced and devebping ooamtries kst
like our feap in mobile and droadbund con-
nictivity, we nesd ta feap in Al —to design
BT AT AL D DAOVE DU DT
Thie can only bagpen if our nathvely -
sanpve). inberently crestive, ani upapaloget-

Calfaga mbsitinus gt are made pady for it

o narthoriad Al HE ROy, W N 2 o sT
curmicelum. Lets start desiging ic

“The first {and st penious) cuestiof o
ask iz: "WWhat is warth Bameng in AT Wy
perilous? Becatss Al i evalving at such a
bpeath Laking pace ther any Kstoftoals or foa-
pures iy became gutdated within montbe,
Bt s oot jEiad L just et Hather than fo-
sty ooy sppeific ool can we £
anda@:ﬂ'mmuzmwﬂlﬁiﬂngslﬂh
for Al Can wee empeswer students tn bt
Btrey £ Fmarii 5o they can independentiy
atapt o furure developments? Hen'sa st

srudents should be bl [0 commun-
cang pifectvely with Al By asking thought-

ful, fncised questions apd writing chear,
amacmined mnm:ﬂm:mpﬂkm‘m
and guide Al a5 2 yourg feammadle — nat
[t =g B like an onlne search — helps

INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-11), 05 APRIL 2025

future starts in schoo

For national Al literacy, we need a robust curriculum, Let’s start designing it

| | s e e s e e - R
||

tireaking dmwn their wark inbo sbeps amd
Imowing waheve o bring @0 AL IEalso means
enncaly discerning among thevaed number
of tools availsbbe teday and making good
hiciss, Thew shinuld use ceativily o thek of
Tiew L e and bl thedr ewwd solugions

Fimally, spadents need a strong crifical
thinkieg fil ter b judge Al's utgsis. Lsarming
amy el deephy sl magiers — snyoucanask
Eweimiy st and asmess quality. Stsdints
should cabchwisen Al hallicinares, moognie
bias, 228 pekability, and consider aihical
Frnplications, In swoh moments, don't ahan-
oy the teal. [lop you would with o young
child, re-prompe, clarily, and iterake o get
Eetteranswins, Also knoa when Al s oot e
right ol

5owe have comenunication, collabo-
tiom, critical thinking and ereativity, These
are life 4kills — offen called 21s1-cenury
skills, They'1i help our students i all de-
naing, nat just AL But this is just the first step.
Horwr can we implearment T in cur dass-
[OCETIS. LA hgh—qud.ir_&l ard seainble vy
FHmre an: sorme TuEReEitiods
i crstng

B — A =
& sireple wrapper app ona large langeage
rroded using a peod prompt. Most cam hen
i oo el 3 — biilding Al apenbc work-
Ao [4 series of agenis using rools wo per-
form tasks) Advancod shodents inferesad
i Al capeers can mowe nleve] 3 — leameng
feundatianal coding and machine learmirg.
to create new models paols, and sven
fing businesses.

Sl shooid start teaching ALS soon s
thiey think :u:f&gmu:bdrﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂf;
Crade&, of e s DEETY Dy
With tech, meotivation ofven surshines ige.

Teachers, 1his is one of the fw subjects
WHiErE VO shudents may ko e han
i) 00 This 5 2 gold e ppportuniny o expe
imeni with studént-centied, prujec-based

MAPPING Al
~ INmDR

An IDEAS SERIES

=

Thie first (and most perilons)
question o askis "What ie
wrth kearning in AT Why
perilows? Because Al is
r.-'clh':in_g.tt sudh a

breathtaking pace that any
fist of poods or features may

become putdated within
months. Bur lets noc give up
just yer. Rather than focusing
on specibic content, can we 3o
hroader and sk if there are
AT Can we cponses
atudents b learn haw to
bearm, 0 they can
iradependently adapt

1o fuvmure developments?

Howe ¥ Faci®itane, dos't reach Beapen
BT o A evesione else's] lack ol ex-

igp Lise the magcphmse, "l don't kmow,
e e o ropether” Pronfde aamned,
rewindable videos. Let shodemts discuss
kdeas, Help them analyse case sudies and
thoughul readings. Ressaich and ofeibe
appstogether. Allrw mistafes and do-gvems.

dirmnal sk

Let's oome back 10 Rani What she
demonstrated wasn't beilliarce or fech-
s ness, was oy, Faced witha prob=
lern, she reached Dor the fools she had, wssd
aalyeed 6 That's wiad wewant chdld in
R o b sl 10 o — N just
[projeces, b vith questons about history:
wt, socka by health, and life

We befeve an Al curmoolbem con'tbe an
optiomal add-om 1t has o e wetse i in o e
fahric of kow we teachi. just liRe |aagiage
ar maths. When every child cam seoez Al
ponds, understand them, and ase Bhem e
snbwe pial-vateld problams, then vell knows
wieve succeeded, Bedagse the goal i ha
tevach studenis baw fo build the sachine.
[r"s g eerach chems ow io think wath it Lel us
start Eesil difgg g counmy s Al funses within
ﬁllr.pl'J'l-bC'L'i.

Vishwanai is co-Eunsher o akerChat and
Inspirk and o wstfing reprch rohakar
Sranfend Linfversity Sosghsdso
philantbeips sducaror oad foundes ol
Shikeka Academy ond Sk st of
Fdducariow, Thisarsickes (e secandafa
seriangn Al iadia

selsi

I e B
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Need for pragmatic reforms in higher education

SECOND
Opinion

Frective policy frameworis ane essentad foc

i the guality, accessibility wnd
puestudnahilivy af education, which serves as the
fisndation of a nationsadwancemsent Feverthebess,
the medical and Bdgher edication sectars ore fre.
quanitly Impeded by candated and rigld regalations
rather than facilicated by them. The Matonal
Medical Commissons (previousdy the Midical
Corcll of India, MO criteria for recog-
nising medical eolleges and the Uriversity Grmnts Cosmissions
[UMGE) saliry reguintions for private instifubions are sxamples
af hion buresucratic rigldity can resalt In unistieded conse-
guences. Tip pesoive these comcérns and sukivate a moce inlis-
cive arsd efficient education sysbars, it & lmperative o mple

ment atic: policy refaris.

M&ﬂumﬁmu?mmamm mumber af
ital beds and paient load for recgnition. Although the

is b0 e srudents clinicsl experience, this shratepy | gnionas
medical sdiscation developmmnt. Digital beslih techoology.

sarmulation - ased leam
mmﬁﬂﬁmAwmn: ratio.
Existng laws have bid o usscrugrulious activites fike insb-
sutions manipulating inspectian figures. Insteac of infrastruc-
nure-based assessreents, nedical iioe prolicies should pro-
e B mmmw.hﬂj evaluatices, sutcame-driven bearr-

N
k.".«-.'{-

Bl

DHARMAPALAN

ing and ethsical tralndng. Acknowledging mudern
hreakth 1 wiitld lreperree Bealth-
e
[deally, Governmeents ind medical repatory
hodies should siciwe o proemale preventive
healthears by decreasing the burdim of Sieases
theoagh impresed mursition, waocinativn
and Beande avnrenest, Meverthiless, the require
ment fara high paciens barden in metical adu-
cathan implies a reastive sither than preventivs
"PI'W"'*""-"’“ that presupposs: 4 persleient or
expanding sick papulation. This criterion coukd
podentially lmpe Eﬂu:bilirﬁ-dnbedl-:.ﬂc.ugehﬁ:
0 mEdmatn recognitics IF sodety makes genuine
tmwards impeoved heallh anegeses. This prampls ertical
N
2] Are we indinectly pronsating & syseem hal capitallss o=
illesess rather thin well-being?
b} T it necessary e restnachure medical educstion to pri-
0|t prevestive care, prabolic huzalth |padatswes and adwassed
technokogy rather than solely focusing on hosplial patient purs-

bers?
The pr oljective of a progresive medical education

m should be to prevent Individuals from an e
El:]la parher than to overcrowd, them, Rather :f:ﬁ:m
Fumamnlmrmmmnmdwmmm :
adapt if public healih improves. Another Havead regulation is
the UGCs msisfence that private mstibstians fallow
Govimment salary soales for faosdte. Although It s impera-

tzve fo provide educatoes with equitsbile compensation, the
irmgeensition. of pablic-secine pap scructures in privels Bt
tions without proslding financial assistance IMposes an g
stve baarden on these instibations. Private usmiversithes ace com
lled 1 in vease muibon fees. pradesing education méenabls
E: sturdenis, as they primarily rely on fuibian e
similarty, the insistenee on 40 acres of land asa preequ
gibe fire slsartineg 4 univarsiey is an cutdated snd impactiol rg:
ulation in bodays digital ena. With online education, virua
lahe, chomd irg and digital libeagies paining promizence
thee brmlitinial comcept of vast mpuses i hecom
ing less relevant. A unfversyi effectiveness shonld be mes-
sured by I:tﬂ.n:i:u.l.ngn?.ulil.]; research output and student g
ceas, nof the size of jis campus. Pollcymakers must adipl s
miore pragmetic and rescarch-driven approssh o regulitions
in medical and higher education. [nstead of ome-siee-fi-l!
rales, a madene aduptive framework should he develoged thi
ooreshdeTs fe ial advancements, scompma: realitiesand
jplizbal hegt practices. Prgoging stakeholders-academic
'|;|d'||5|r:|l pApErts wrsd studeniz-woubd result in |I||||‘:'|L'i L
exhance edhacation quality wwhile maintatning affordakelinyard
secesalbility. The fupare of eduscation dipasds an our ahisly
e reform aatilstsd sopalatans and embroce innovatos
Prag:'ﬂ.hcinline:mﬂ et onlky benefit institutioss ind sn-
depgs but also contnbene to natioeal pragnesy Iy crmating @

moce skillid, ethical snd compstent HDI.'&:’DE
(The ur;:: m::l;."l faculty a1 ke Hulkonpl |esgiste of Adaeed

.

[+ 3 inT_E"Em“ are prrs]
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Thee: Nationad Education Pollcy (MEP) 2020 emengss as 4 tranafmative blueprnt. 1t reimagines education a3 8 holistic, inchushe
and value-driven process, deeply roted i indian asture yet aligned with globad sspirations
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e il it o i ackaenca. 10 deikrnad
& ateay phaicd ared wmEml welHbarg ket
el miury, bl dywrscier. ol pairtein,
e krrednipe el piavas the devdogprant
ol i il s maliay. ALl s, whd i wriceg  bal-
dcand b e FprnEirn and ymreal e =t e
ol bk e e e of ke ity The soa obiac-
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el . P frdral (ukowi
ﬁ.T;u_-\.- n|'ln.-.l'- o rakaeds asd mgriforsr
o Lnchias cm Bl P22 Ara ermckiben . Py o i
Pomnlong a vubir bk gebumabion: i, Cha 1P
0 sk b -cukdres (fbesd el poddal TR -
ranx e aricee oz i, fuacl, VL LOP- AR 8
e pyediot aad 1 compiEnnd B TR
[E————Ra TUT R RN TR R ey
will et ol ar bk vrd s with e idiciptr ey
e ar maa— R L T
them wich the dasrachr iz eagegr =i glabul Sl
why b At droply Fedndic broxke
bkl Tk, Thess ot el ek paly ket
sy gedal i e el dia cumyeda
o ot Cae g vl od Trciie's Lubbnl ML AT Be
o ok g
Eéucaiien in molher tongue

el
L gy by pwd svatndp 1 .-..-.-I-.r...|'..:n«:|-\.|n-\.--|I
Q.".n".ﬂ’ﬁ."ﬁf.ﬂ'f; l-\.--.I E-I::-\.-;m previpes of ediid e -: Ir';;.,p:'rl'rp“n‘ g
e Harishabamdm pree sibd, P47 Iwwhn i up fereanl i B RACL ELED £
[Fasacr] ko Mad” -— reeEerg ke Thil l'Hl"\.Iﬂl'\l-l—lﬂ'l'i‘lﬂ'Ct.'ll.-I
ml'hum'l';\.‘..:h-':r:,.:gr it Lok b orpbamty pa it develapreond i ol i
wrrl o] i pattv g P e
T'I--hLP.?IEI'IrrrFm'rr-l.bl: whr ekl gl u:.e:: murd ..;..:mm::
Y a..'.hm|nm--ﬂ-l:l'.l."ﬂr-‘fh- cxdeien gy d | st a ki & TR ™
¢ e od thee ity of Tacien wo -
iy ol T2 ol |l|'-'.|.|lmn:-| o awiddd oEEmiTem b chane
e I|'-.j.:I':r'lnlj-:||.l-l| :TI::':‘;;rm-; l:?l- Tha keclam mberns of il woation.
i B oy bird s U BrTing procod 4 dhad red sl 2 gt brauntadgi b
T L gl o o g g wi e irnclivibads i v, vl
s tn wrm esduiary Barden. Tle iranied sidym : ot
Vidaaday i alcaticn syrics. i b e The Habrad Fisorian Felcr
ek Vonan ok mikicl By e popsap thii redison by brses i i
iy chamagt i | h e il miscmion phivdd gl it '\-l-i-ll-l"'l
frrreener, | radlimg b b ion fevvloprniri late b hidasad Prae
i Lralas Limgaasl and brewinigr ips tha serbest Wik TPt chamacho
L 5 balidirg b bee i womm
L = a1} B e ik e o s A TR
<J..J..I11LH'...,::.I-1rI':|-F-|I;-:;.-::I;ITr |.|Ir |I.| bl L For mr nalidld GEag e i lilein’al (TAT T0W §
sagen, which e e s snmnhs of ok ored phi s ursorsli obingaf intrasgrie, el
iy B s wbdaly ackroeiedprd ket higaig e pkd raplcd LETEIT -In-rhh-l"l':li'.l.ra;vll'-r\l-J
s tho phbs, bebsviesis sl oL ior rrabig e o Ssuaring ol =i high. prorel i e 18

STATESMAN (P-7), 05 APRIL 2025

NEP 2020: Vision for transforming India

THE MATHIRAL EDLCATION POLEY
020 GOMTIRLIES THIE TRADSTION
BY BCORRIRATING PHESIGAL,
WENTAL, SPRITUAL AMD WORAL
DEVELOFMENT INTD TS
FRAMERCAR. FRCH THE EARLIEST
VEDNG TRADITIDAE, CHARKLTER
AULOING HaG BEEN RECOGNIGELD
5 EESENTIAL TO THE HUMAN
EXFERIENCE
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“The chalbengs |5 with tech cam-
panies. There |5 & need for gov-
ernments to require compankas o
shaw how they are delivering on

[plwce in all the services that are

arcessible to children™
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‘The More Time Kids Spend on Phones, The Worse Their
Mental Health... But Bans in Schools Alone Won't Help’
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Why are student
visas being
revoked in U.S.?
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Language should build,
and not break, bonds
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- I'ne NEP 15 a tool to impose the Centre’s will on education

Policies & principles

SUKANTA CHAUDHURI
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Inconclusive chapter

Tamil Nadu should help prepare its
students for clearing NEET

ith President Droupadi Murmu with-

holding assent for the Tamil Nadu Ad-

mission to0 Undergraduate Medical
Degree Courses Bill 2021, the State is bracing for
another battle against National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET)-based admissions. State
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has convened a meet-
ing of legislature party leaders on April 9 to stra-
tegise the next move. With the admission season
approaching, the development is bound to cause
uncertainty and make medical aspirants anxious.
Exemption from NEET now remains an inconclu:
sive chapter in the State’s decade-old policy dis-
course. No other State effort to legislate against a
central mandate has been so protracted and un-
predictable. In September 2017, two anti-NEET
Bills met with a similar fate in Rashtrapati Bha-
van. Four years later, the ruling DMK - having
made MEET exemption a central electoral pro-
mise — passed the Bill in the Assembly based on
the recommendations of the Justice A.K. Rajan
Commirree. Instead of forwarding it for presiden-
tial agsent, Governor R.N. Ravi retumed it to the
House afrer five months. In a historic first, the As-
sembly unanimously re-adopted the Bill and sent
it back to him; the Governer subsequently for-
warded it to the President. Last weel, Mr. 3talin
informed the Assembly that assent had been de-
nied, without specifying when Rashtrapati Bha-
van had communicated the decision.

Thiz delay in the matter attaining finality is
concerning as students have been left facing a
state of perpetual uncertainty. The State remains
firm in its policy of conducting admission for go-
veITUment quota medical seats based on the Class
12 Board examination scores. Early on, the Minis-
try of Home Affairs had asked “whether the BEill
endangered the sovereignty, unity and integrity
of the nation” to which the AYUSH Ministry res-
Pﬂl’!dfd aﬂrﬂlﬂﬂ?!]}". The framers of the Consti-
rution had incorporated Article 254 (2) empower-
ing the President o grant 3ssSent to Bills
repugnant to central laws on Gnﬁcum!m List
matters. NEET has been consistently upheld by
the Supreme Court of India too. The President is
under no obligation to give assent, although the
Bill reflects the collective will of Tamil Nadu's le-
mislarure: jt was passed unanimously. True, NEET
is neither foolproof nor an absolute measure of

academic competency, but Tamil Nadu's legal op

OIS are JELLhEE Thﬂl-judl..-i.'l.r_\.l i vemlikesly de ok
tle the issue with any wurgeiscy. Tlie Siale s

prepare for a legal struggle, and in the interim,

coach students to face NEET with r:nnﬁdencelil.;
wik |
a
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Incomplete social justice
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A call for commitment in education

With quality in higher education intrinsically tied to a strong foundation laid at the primary level, the real
transformation lies in empowering and inspiring teachers and fostering ethical academic environments
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Real lessons needed

School reforms start with basics, not banners

% UNJARB's government schools, long plagued
| by infrastructure decay, teacher shortages and
# poar learning outcomes, are in urgent need of
a meaningful twrnaround. The recent assign-
ment of AAP leader Manish Sisodia — known

fur hﬂnsfnrrmng Delhi's education landscape — to over-
see Punjab's education affairs raised hopes of substan-

tive change. But the early signs are not encouraging. The
recent initiative of unveiling school plaques in a PR-
heavy manner does little to address the deep-rooted prob-
lems. Spending public money on cosmetic refurbish-
ments or nameplates for newly declared “schools of
eminence” cannot substitute for genuine improvements
ininfrastructure or classroom learning. Even the bureau-
cratic mentorship scheme lacks clarity, strategy and
measurable goals. Without a proper vision or roadmap,
such efforts risk becoming exercises in political optics.
Punjab’s education system requires reform at the
foundational level. According fo the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2024 for Rural India, only 34
per cent of Class Il students in miural government schoals
can read a Class [T-level text. In terms of arithmetic, just
about 51 per cent can do basic subtraction. These figures
paint a worrying picture, Unless these core deficiencies
are tackled, any revamp will be superficial at best. Del-
hi’s transformation wasn't built on slogans; it relied an
sustained budgetary support, rigorous teacher training
and community engagement. Punjab must follow suit—
investing in basi¢ amenities like toilets, clean drinking
water, digital tools and school libraries. Atiracting and
retaining qualified teachers is equally critical
The goal must be to improve learning outcomes, not
Just the look of schools. Publicity blitzes may garner
attention, but only well-planned, data-backed interven-
tions can rescue Punjab's school system from decades
of neglect. If Sisodia genuinely wants to replicate Del-
hi's model, he must begin by empowering educators,
involving local communities and focussing on what
matters most — the schoolchildren “»|C
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Can Al revolutionise early
childhood education

Ra] Singhal ;nakr Cnnliepté more relatal:;:le
OT young learners, As a result,
betters@hind ustantimes com chiidren can develop founda-
Early Childhood Careand Edu-  tional skills more effectively,
cation (ECCE) represents a criti-  and teachers are freed up to
cal foundation in a child's jour-  focus on nurturing the social
ney, essential for cognitive, and emotional aspects of devel-
social, and emotional develop-  opment, which are also crucial
ment. Between birth and age  at this stage.
five, children experience rapld
brain development, whichlays  Supporting Teachers
the groundwork for learning,  Alis also relieving the adminis-
[behavior, and health in later trative burden on educators,
vears. Programs that include  allowing them to invest more
social-emotional learning and ¢+ time in direct student engage-
foundatiomal literacy skills ment For example, Al ols can
empower young learners to  aotomate lesson planning,
engage better with the world  amendance tracking, and report
around them, setting the stage  generation. By doing so, teach-
for lifelong learning. ers are able to concentrate on
Al s increasingly influencing ~ building a nurturing environ-
ECCE by offering tools that sup-  ment that fosters growth and
port teachers, personalize curlosity in young learners.
learning, and enable adminis-  Al-assisted planning tools use
trative efficiency. Al data-driven insights to generate
in ECCE is not only reshaping recommended activities, thus
the classroom environment but  ensuring that educational expe-
also addressing challenges like  riences are both developmen-
classroom diversity, resource  tally appropriate and engaging.

limitations, and teacher shorta-
ges. Al's contribution spans
automated administrative tasks,
personalized learning experien-
ces, and even parental engage-
ment, all of which help deliver
quality education even in
resource-constrained settings.

Personalized Learning
Experiences
One of Al's most ransformative

MNotably, this approach enables
teachers to focus on what mat-
ters most: providing responsive,
attentive care that addresses
each child’s social and emo-
tlonal needs.

Enhanced Parental
Engagement

Parental involvemnent is pivotal
in eatly childhood education,
and Al plays a role here ag well

impacts in ECCE is its capacity by facilitating communication
to tailer educational experien- and engapement between par-
ces to each child's unique needs.  ents and educators, Apps that
By analyzing a child's leamning  incorporate Al can provide par-
paiterns, Al-driven applications  ents with insights into their
¢4n adapt the content in real-  child's progress, helping them
time to ensure it matches the _un how they can sup-
child's pace and interests. For port learning at home, Some
ingtance, tools such as speech tools even allow for real-time

recognition and language proc-
sgging asspss literacy levels and
customize phonics exercises
accordingly. These Al-based
Sysiems encourage active learn-
ing by using interactive interfa-
ces, games, and storytelling to

a1 s W

updates on achlld's day-to-day
activitles and development
milestones. This communica-
tion helps bridge the gap
between home and schoal emi-
ronments, offering a holistie
approach that reinforces leamn-

T % g e

ing beyond the classroom.
Al-based systems can also offer
parents personalized recom-
mendations for activities,
resources, or strategies that
align with their child's develop-
mental stage.

Ensuring Accessibility
and Inclusivity

Al's adaptability is making
ECCE accessible to a more
diverse group of learners,
including those with disabili-
ties. Speech-to-text programs,
visual aids, and personalized
content are just a few examples
of how Al accommodates chil-
dren with unigue learning
needs, For children with speech
delays, for example, Al-driven
tools can support language
development through interac-
tive reading sessions that adjust
to the child's pace and profi-
ciency level. This inclusivity
promotes equity in ECCE, allow-
ing all children, regardless of
background or ability, to recelve
tailored support that prepares
them for future academic suc-
Cess,

Data-Driven Insights for
Improvement

AT's capacity for data analysis
provides educators and admin-
istrators with ' invaluable
insights into the effectiveness of
educational programs and indi-
vidual child progress. Aggre-
gated data on learning patterns,
engagement levels, and develop-
mental milestones allows edu-
cators to refine and adjost their
teaching strategies, For exam-

BY ANALYZINGA... ...
CHILD'S LEARNING
PATTERNS, AI CAN
ADAPT THE
CONTENT IN REAL-
TIME TO MATCH

THE CHILD'S PACE

T T - J I L E——— T

ple, if a significant number of
students struggle with a partic-
ular concept, teachers can iden-
tify this quickly and implement
new strategies to address it.
Al-driven analytics can also
inform policy declsions, helping
school administrators allocate
resources effectively and iden-
tify areas for programmatic
improvement.

Addressing Ethical and
Privacy Concerns

Despite the numerous advanta-
ges, integrating Al into ECCE
brings ethical and privacy con-
siderations.Protecting  chil-
dren's data and ensuring that Al
tools are used responsibly is
crucial. E stress that Al
should serve &3 a too] to aid edi-
cators rather than replace the
human interaction essential to
earty childhood learning. More-
OVET, ransparency in data col-
lection practices and adherence
to data protection laws are
easential to safeguard children’s
sensitive information.

Conclusion
Al's potential in Early Child-
hood Care and Education
(ECCE) is vast, offering opportu-
nities to enhance learning expe-
riences, support teachers, and
make education more accessi-
ble and personalized. While Al
is no substitute for the émo-
tional support and attention
that young children require, it
can serve as an invaluable ally
to educators and parents, help-
ing them navigate the cormplexi-
ties of early childhood develop-
ment. As Al tools continue to
_evolve, & balanced approach
“that combines technology with
human expertise will be essen-

tial for leveraging Al to foster
positdve optcomes in ECCE and

empower the next generition to
thrive.

 The author s Co-founder & CEO af
T Foutprinis Childczre

[ ——— e e e
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Computing and data science remain popular among students

Beatriz de la iglesla

lEtters@hindus Tantimes. com

Computing science, and partic-
ularly data science [DS),
Machine Learning (ML) and
-Artificial Intelligence (AD, offer
excelient opportunities for
graduates with key skills. Com-
puting Scientists can work in
industries as diverse as agro-
space, defence, agricolture,
finance, education, healthcare,
manufacturing, government,
retail. or telecommunications,
or they can become entrepre-
neurs, Salaries in the UK are on
average over £53,000 for a Com-
puter Sclentist {indeed.co.uk)
glassdoor.co.uk). Career pro-
gression is excellent, with many
specialisations including DS/
Al Cybersecurity, User Experi-
ence/Interface, Web Design/
Development, and Software/
Muobile App development, each
offering pathways from entry
bevel 1o senior managerial posi-
tions with very good salary pro-
gression,

In addition to salary. a career
in Computing Sclences can also
altow students to channel their
interests and passions into a
very rewarding career through
comiining their creativity, logl-
cal thinking and problem sohv-
ing skills. As the average person
spends approximately 50,000
hours at work, or effectively a
third of our lives, it is very
important to make work time
‘happy time' as well as lucrative.

Rewarding careers in com-
puting are also open to those
with initial degrees in different
disciplines, from Law to Psy-

A career in computing offers a good salary progression GETTY Mases

chology to even Music, as stu-
dents can embark on a ‘conver-
sion’ MSc to learn the required
computing skills {whether a
generic Computing Science MSc
or specialist such as Data Scl-
ence of Cyber Security), The
combined knowledee and =kills
of those that cross disciplines
with their further studies is
often highly sought after and
appreciated by employers who
value diversity in the worldoroe.
S0, what are the skills that
those further degrees, often
chosen by Indian students,
should offer o maximise
employment opportunities?
First are technical knowledge
and skills essential to all Com-
puting Scientists and expected
by employers. Proficiency in
programming is a must, with
experience in a range of con-
temporary languages, such as
Python and JavaScript in DS/
ML{AL and other languages for
other roles, e.g., Java, C, C++,
55, HTML or Rust. Then there

is kmowdedge of databases, S0L,
and both the relational model
and non-relational databases
(e.g.. MongoDE). Understanding
Cloud Computing platforms
such as Azure and AWS that
provide data storage, comput-
ing and ML services Is also
important, Version control and
collaboration through Git is key
to developing code and projects,
and although a high level of
mathematical knowledge is not
always required, an under-
standing of linear algebra, cal-
culus, and optimization is very
helpful.

Then, for specialized paths,
there may be additional requdre-
ments. For example, DS
requires a basic understanding
of descriptive and inferential
statistics, probability distribu-
tions, hypothesis testing, and
regression analysis. Key pro-
gramming languages to learn
inclede Pyihon and B, each con-
taining important libraries for
data manipulationfanalysis,

such as Pandas, Numpy, and
Scikit-Learn in Python, and
Dplyr and Tidyverss in R, Visu-
alisation libraries for creating
gtatic or interactive visualiza-
tions can bring data st
life (e.g. Matplotlib/Seaborn in
Python, ggplot? in R) and
knowledge of Deep Learning
libraries is critical for modern
D5, with high-profile toolkits
such as TensorFlow, PyTorch
and Keras. Finally, communi-
cating DS insights to end-users
iz criticel, with a variey of busi-
ness intelligence tools available
for creating dashboards and
interactive reports (&g, Tablegy/
s MSe abroa

Studying an M5c abroad rep-
resents a significant investment,
so before starting an MSc
abroad. students should ensure
that their courses cover essen-
tial technical skills, both theo-
retically and practically,
through exercises, assessments,
and project work.

Equally important for
employability are ‘soft skills',
which are often the true differ-
entiators between candidates
that possess the expected
degree when applying for par-
ticular roles. Degrees that
emphasize those are often lead
by research-active staff who col-
laborate with industry and
understand their requiréments.
Such critical skills include prob-
lem solving and algerithmic
thinking, critical thinking
through objective and reasoned
judgements, written and verbal
commiunicatiort with technical
and non-technicsl stakeholders,
collaboration and teamwork in

cross-disciplinary environ-
ments, knowledge of agile
methodologies and project
management tools, adaptability
and continuous learning, busi-
ness acumen for understanding
the business and decision-mak-
ing context, and awareness of
ethical considerations and pri-
vacy laws, particularly in rela-
ton to data usage.
Employability statistics are a
result of emphasizing these
skills throughout our degree
programs, ensuring that stu-
dents consistently demonstrate
them, especially in their pro-
Jects and dissertations, If you
are a student considering study-
ing abroad, ensure that your
program also provides not
the key techmical skills and
knowledge for your desired
career path, but also the crucial
soft skills that will help you
truly stand out b0 achieve good
salary and job satisfaction.
Students in a recent trip to
India asked me how they would
make sure their jobs are not
taken away by developments
such as Al The answer | gave
them s simple "go deep beyond
the surface with your kmowl-
edge and be "human-like' with
your skills; otherwise, you will
indeed be replaceable. The
world going forward will bedong
to those that go beyond using
tools to drive the change, diag-
nose inefficiencies, and fix
problems created by Al”.

The audhor s the Hend of Schoal far
Computing Sefenee af the University
of East Angtia, UE, and has @ Chair
WY, inData Science

o
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Why careers in renewable energy
are critical for sustamablllty

Dr Sumit Hlshrl
uu.nnhlnmmm:un

India has made notable strides
in the renewable energy sector
in the last decade. According toa
report by the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy, the
installed capacity under the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector,
including large hydro, rose from
8122 GW in 2014-15 to 190.57
GW by 2023-24, marking a
remarkable growth of 134 63%
during this period.

Furthermore, the report high-
lights a significant global shift
towards clean energy, As of
December 31, 2023, the overall
.installed capacity under the RE
and non-RE sectors globally
stood at B987.26 GW, with
3564.52 GW Installed under the
RE sector. In addition to renewa-
ble energy, eco-friendly manu-
facturing processes are also
gaining momentum in India.
One of the critical challenges in
urban areas is the treatment of
wastewater.

In this regard, The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI's)
Advanced Oxidation Technology
(TADOX) is effectively treating
textile and dyeing wastewsater,
accomplishing zero liquid dis-
charge and enhancing water
reuse. Such technologies are key
in addressing the environmenzal
challenges posed by industrial
activities and sustain-
able nunufngri:lgm

Additionally, according to
TERL nearly 66% of the sewage
- 2enerated in ecities remains
untreated, leading to environ-
mental pollution and contami-
nation of freshwater sources,

The high infrastructure
expense of centralised treatment
systems is a considerable barrier
to effective wastewater manage-
ment.

To address this issue, innova-
tive solutions have been devel-
oped, such as ceramic mem-
branes from waste fly-ash for
use in Membrane Bioreactors
(MBRs}. These solutions provide
high-guality treated water at an
affordable cost.

Moreaver, smart infrastruc-

i

Them is a significant global shift tmurdsﬂmn Energy AED

ture is redefining daily activities
with the integration of cutting-
edge technologles such as the
Intermet of Things (IoT), Artifi-
cial Intelligence (Al), and
advanced data analytics.
Together, these innovations are
remarkably enhancing the qual-
ity of urban life, making cities
smarter and more responsive to
the needs of their residents.

These technological advance-
ments are just the tip of the ice-
berg of what the world is wit-
nessing. They are not only trans-
forming industries but also
paving the way for a greener and
more resilient future.

The Role of Educational
Institutions

A strong foundation in technleal
education is essential for

this transformation. Leading
technology education institu-
tions in India, like Birla Institute

of Technology (BIT) Mesra ars.

taking the lead Iri fostering inno-
vation and research in renewa-

ble energy, smart infrastructure,
and En?tmnmem-rrmb-m

ufacturing.

By empowering students with

COLLABORATION
WITH LOCAL
COMMUNITIES
PROMOTE A
CULTURE OF
INNOVATION

contemporary skills and knowl-
edge, these institutions are pre-
paring the next generation of
engineers and scientists to
address the sustalnability chal-
lenges of the future. Moreover,
strategic alliances between aca-
demia, industry, and govern-
ment are essential for materialis-
ing research into viable solu-
tions.

Collaborative projects with
local industries and communi-
ties promote a culture of iInnova-
tion, encouraging students to
design solutions that address
real environmental issues,
e M

ces sty em
ability but also contributes tﬂﬁ
broader goal of sustainable
development, as fresh ideas and
creative solutions emerge from
young minds.

Furthermore, this will create
a conducive ecosystem for scal-
ing up successful iInnovations to
achieve environmental and eco-
nomic

India’'s advancements in
renewable energy, smart infra-
structure, and eco-friendly man-
ufacturing are setting a bench-
mark for other nations to follow,
With its robust technological
ramework and commitment to
sustainable development, the
country is well-positioned to
emerge a5 a leader in the global
sustainability landscape.

The author is head of the department
chemisiry, BIT Mesra, Ranchi

Y
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Malpanl, a Mumbal-based IVF
specialist, has been Nindisg
Emevative sducaionsd Inltia:
thves b0 support mbcro schoals
Hke Combis: and & network ol
thgital bizrn urider i

plaghorm A
[ubgi of educa-

i st

"This I
. Traditional schealing will
eveniually reach @ breaking
poing, While homesciooling
and umschosiing (=edl-driven
informad learnisg} afe greal
ghiry vend to be houtique #d
Eliist Mk schools srd eam-
ing pods show that mducation

o

can e both frugal and efe:-
Eivp,” hi gays. Al and technol-
oy have made smaller larming
mﬁn#ﬁl:. Hllu.l-td-ﬁ
glon more democratic. affords:
bt oo i coiitslee, Pk can b
sHup from Déaravi
o gaoed commuiiiiles.” hiadds.

Paremts takoe the plunge
s g
3 the benefits o
mﬂxm o0, For somi,
wErraative reodels ke Wakdard
and mnmnmwpulu
e Jomger offer the Tleaibilivy
ihey e,

A1 Dremmi=e Hu,
Ashes toled that bei Sicre
seh0al RETACTS et Wi are
well-travelled and sesking a
cnmmunEy-deiven, gebilly-
aware educationdl sxperience.

“These parents, drawing oo
kel diverss ine, are
Iervilved dn the 5 aotive-
e " she s,

Same micne Selsols I]Il:l
offer parencsan o

escape the hustle of cify lIIr
TLC ll'lﬁ'lj;i & an example=is
paren COmm com-
prises oany famthes e
redocabed B revomimec will
naure amd enjey & shwer pace
ol e

W a collaboritive ipase,
wilh parenis alin SIEgQIng i as
parcime faciliiors,™ says a
TLL parentwho helps qut with
mdmismions and chese o rrmaln
Ansym
LEnce guch schoods are oot
accredsied if cas Beel ok &
gamble e some parns. B

Jare@okding and.al them
1o be o part of the expesience
haes beten Balpdful

Says Aben Andrew, whase
elildsen wnerd Cominl, “The
Incerneilonad school our @
o atkended was ower:
whelmisg with I ecademic
S s,

Before enrslling in an aher-
mative sl WE W
dered i we'd be rabdsg Thee
bugmens' withook 2 solid Mssds-
tian and whal kind of proles-
sleas they would choose, Bus

MICRO SCHOOLS
CURRENTLY
OPERATE UNDER
DIFFERENT
STRUCTURES

th fewer than 100 students

Joining Coming has been life-
changing— sew my kids gras
|htl.rn1£

g luable:
1 ;
The des of Hrioheng e
in the leerning process
fciltatng sessiors Pl’#\‘-
i desigted te help chikinem ™
the strengths within®

Hhir orwim CxlrieEEy; Eplilin
[ |

What's in it for teachers? |
Far teachers tamsitlon v B
micre schools, the LI |
slmﬂ:l.l' the oppeaTunicy 1o

nﬁ; BmoepE b
wintlming Bumbers
gérn n radidonal 1

Tencheie wWho provisosly §01
warked with formal scbools
umdergo trainimg te-homse O3
Some are experts in difersr,
fiehids, such as performing s
and joln as parr-time facilita-
inrs.

Arima Rag, prinsips] @
Dreamiime Lexrning Huod,
knowm 1o students as & Tk
Champten’, sags that durleg
moraing essembly, ey discom

hi-proeoking guestians
e, ‘1% there such 3 thing ks
prleet uirmas being ™ or Whal

: ﬂTu'l:.lEmm'MJ person have

earswers Egel afien anmze
e

Many micro schools lend
theemsehees well o being inclo-
sive, offering a soothing e
pomanent fod chdldren who
T ed In  malnsiream

dos o neursdieerpenioe
angieey. of bullging. Agile
Shasls & coe such school It {ol-
lowsa hybirid msdel of learning.
wilh sbadents free 0 choses iF
Khiey Wil ke 90 smend & ses-
shon codine.

Indtially, Agile Shaala was
Tabekri poed, raising T00 lakh
e Eamily, frends and sdvis-
OrE "We make sure o pay oo
lsachers corparab-scabe cala-
ik Dhar ol & 1o pand gl
Bally, with learnisg cenizes

S kllommeres, and to uilh
franchiss model 1o ood-
labarate with like-mindsd peo-
fibe, guiding them in seming up
thigis frem cemires,” She says

s miero schools conbimd 1
spring op across Indis, e lac
tae poold Further suppon thelr
ﬂmj‘.-‘lndlﬂ.‘ﬂdm&:l—
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Understanding the challenges
dian education system

Kunal Vasudeva
leterriEtindustantimes com

Let's cut through the noise
India’s education system is a
mess if we're honest about it
[t's built on outdated idegs and
knowledge handed down from
school to school through rial
and error, not inquiry-based or
critical thinking, That's a prob-
lem beecanse educition, whether
10 years ago or 50 years from
now, should teach people 1o
solve problems, life skills, job
challemges, or business hurdles
and to think critically, And it
miust match our blg national
goals; becoming 8 manufaciur-
ing powerhiouse, a tech innova-
tion kzader, and a services glant,
Right now, if's not even close,
I've seen the gaps, and I'im here
1o call them out with strakght-
Torward, realistic fixes that
work.

The Reality: A System
Out of Sync

The wiy we teach Is stack in the
pasL Instead of askdng students
to think and question, we're
churning out passive learners
who can't tackle real-world
isswes. Worse, we're obsesged
with STEM, sspecially computer
geience and éngineering. India
pumps ot 1.5 million engineer-
* ing graduates annually, with
#0% In IT (All India Council for
Technlcal Education, 2023),
Seill, the National Skill Develop-
ment Corporation says we're
only creating 2.5-3 lakh new
tech jobs annually. That's a
flood of talent with nowhere to

- The outcome? Underem-
pleyed graduates and industries
are beft scrambling.

Then there's the entrance
xim Kids spend years and
Inkhs of rupees on coaching
classes, only to land in colleges
where 70% of the 40 million stu-
denrs graduste without jobs (All
India Survey on Higher Educa-

ailing the In

I _ N o

Our curriculz don't align with global or nationsl peeds leaving students with obsolete degrees  up

tiom, 022}, The top S0-M00 Lnst-
tutions are solid, but the rest?
They're just de mills with
tn; intrinsic valuee, That's not
ucation; it's Bling on pur
thildren’s mlﬂl'lli-.m o

The Gaps: Where We're
Dropping the Ball
The loopholes are glaring. Our
curricula don't align with global
or national needs, leaving stu-
dents with qualifications that
Fuu‘t oty ﬁ:ﬂ The NEP 2020
5 & smart bueprint, pushi
skills, fexibility, and Emdusg
thes but it's gathering dust with-
ot execurion, Asking the same
anderirained sdminisiration &
teachers to pull this off is like
handing a novice 8 rocket and
expecting a moon landing. We
need expertise, not just good
intentions. And the biggest
miss? No focus on jobs, Without
& ¢lear return on the tme ats-
dents invest, we fail them and
CUr eonAry s ambithons,

The Fix: A Hybrid Model
for Viksit Bharat by 2047
To make India a "Viksit Bharat”
by 2047, we need a 3X transfor-
mation, faster, senarter, and dig-
itkzed like the India Digital
Stack Let's blend the U5.'s con-
Unuous assessment and the
UK’s staged fexdbibity into a
nathonal solution, rolled out
mibw:

Unified National Assessmens,
Mot Enframce Chaos: Ditch the
ceaching trap. Replace entrance
exams with & single, digitized
Indian Aptitude Test [1AT),
madeled after the SAT but taj-
lored to aur universal curricy-
lum. Launch by 2028, cy
codts for 10 million studenis

:‘fl:]t}'mdcm:gmllrg! almils-
5.
Hybrid Continuous Assess-

. ment, No More Board Exams:

Scrap Class 10 and 12 board
exams by 2028, Adopt a contin-
wius evaluation, projects, skifls

ap 8960 00mP -

tests, and teacher input blended
with milestome checks at Grades
10 and 12 {non-high-stakes, cur-
ricuham-light). Digitize this ona
nlﬁﬂ;ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ,%hgﬂ.ﬂ
ourclh by 030,

Curricula  Aligned for
National Growth: Hewark syl-
labk by 2027 no focus on many-
facturing, tech, and services:
50k apprentice model in engi-
neering and vocational courses,

NEP 2020 Execution with
Edlﬁml Hﬁclr: Train 50,000

cators by 2027 using a digi-
tal training huhpnw&mqlﬁ tl:.rtﬁe
50,000 crore NEP budpst (Tud-
et 20E3). Shift focus toemploy-
ment outcomes, connecting
graduates to jobs by 2027 via a
national poresl, & real-time
employment tracker,

This hybrid model, which
includes continuous assess-
meant, & unified test, and digital
exccution, draws from best
practices globally but fits India's
scale, asplration, and, more
Importantly, needs. It's not a
foreign fix; It's ours, turbo-
charged for 2047,

The Future: India’s
Talent Takes Charge

With 600 million people under
N (UN Population Division,
2073), India’s got the rxw mate-
rial to bead. But we need an edu-
cation that waorks, reaching kids
to think, aligning with our man-
ufacturing and tech dreams,
and guaran jabs, The NEP
2020 can et us if we exe-
cute it right, with borrowed
expertise if needed and a laser
focus on results, Picture this:
every grad, engineer, chef, and

fMing  entreprepeur walking into a

caréer, driving India to the tog.
That's not a hope; itsa promise
we can keep, Let's get it done;

we owe | e aur great nation,
The suthor is co-fousder & manag-
Ing directar, Indiam §ekecd of Hospi-
wt eality

L L I
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niversities ready for a

skill-based shift in learning?

Supriya Pattanayak
letters @hindustantimes.com

While the importance of skill-
based education was always felt,
2024 recognised this, more and
more efforts were put in to pro-
vide the right learning ground
for students, Universities part-
nered with industries to provide
the students with hands on
learning experience, while they
studied theory in their classes.
There are manufacturing units,
Action Labs and incubated
social enterprises that give the
right exposure to students, Like-
wise, a student studying any
aspect of agriculture is attuned
with latest technology and
farming techniques. Such part-
nership between industry and
academia makes students ready
to take on the challenges of
Industry 5.0, and become lead-
ers and job providers instead of
job seekers. However, the uni-
versities offering skill based
courses can be counted on
hands and there is still a long
way to go. -
The government is actively
encouraging the development of
a workforce prepared for indus-
try through a number of initia-
tives, including the introduction
of the National Skills Qualifica-
tions Framework (NSQF) along
with National Occupational
Standards (NOS) in higher edu-
cation. These certificates, recog-
nised across the nation are of a
few months in duration and will
make them job ready in no time
at all. Thus students pursuing
such certificate courses in a
field of their choice will make
them employable. Again, many
universities still offer traditional
courses and require students to
pursue graduate and post grad-

uate COLUrses,

BVoc degrees, which enable
students to learn on the job as
well, are offered by a small
numbeér of colleges across the
country. Here, businesses and
academic institutions work
together to create a course
structure that successfully
blends theory with real-world
application, enabling students
to learn while they work, The
students have numerous NSQF
certifications by the time they
graduate from college, which
increases their business expo-
sure and job opportunities. In
comparison to the practical

training offered at Action

Learning Labs, these types of
experiences are always better
than one- to four-week intern-
ships that offer a limited view of
the field.

Certain universities and col-
leges offer diplomas. One to two
years in duration, they can help
students specialise in their cho-
sen field and with skill inte-
grated education, they will be
ready to enter industry 5,0 soon,
Students can choose to pursue a
regular bachelor's program
after making themselves eco-
nomically stable, where the
credit of the diploma will be
counted equivalent to relevant
number of years. The lateral
entry system enables students
to pursue education' despite

BVOC DEGREES
ENABLE STUDENTS
TO LEARN ON THE
JOB AS WELL AND
ARE OFFERED BY A
SMALL NUMBER OF
COLLEGES

gaps. This way students can
pace out their education up to
PHD level, continuing as and

when it is comfortable for them,” N

We must use the educational
system to develop entrepre-
neurs as well. Higher education
must employ a curriculum
model that blends academic
knowledge with practical expe-
rience in order to prepare stu-
dents for the corporate world.
Enhancing employability and
encouraging entrepreneurship
must be a university’s top prior-
ities. Establishing production
facilities on campus for goods
like apparel, furniture, paper
and chalk, transformers, and
e-vehicles is one way to achieve
this. Product creation and
design must also be given top
emphasis since they provide
students with the confidence
they need to launch their own
businesses, Thearetically this
might sound great, but on field,
we need more and more univer-
sities adapting inclusive and
skill-based education.

As Al has seeped into all
aspects of our lives, 2024
brought with it the challenges of
ensuring that the students are
in tune with the changing time.
Thus, universities have intro-
duced subjects such as Prompt
Engineering using ChatGPT,
Generative Al as part of the
Engineering course. Data Ana-

lytics, Machine Learning Net--

work, Variation Auto Encoders,
are also subjects that will be in
demand in the near future. We
must think futuristically, and
Prepare our students for what

they might be facing in the near
future,

The author is Vice Chancellor, Cen-
Y turion University, Odisha

o


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (M-2), 09 APRIL  2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


=

Simmi Mahajan
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Creating inclusive classrooms is
a gradua] process that requires
commitment, collabaration,
and a willingness to innovate,
making it the absolute first step,

Every child deserves to feel
welcomed, understond, and
supported in their learning
environment, yet for many chil-
dren with neuirodiversity, radi-
tonal classrooms fall short of
meeting their unique needs.
According to a report by
UNESCO, only 61% of children
with disabilities between the
ages of 5 and 19 in India are
entrelled in educational institu-
tions. As a mother and a doctor,
| have scen first-hand how
inclusion can transform =
child's life. Inclusive classrooms
are not merely a goal but a
necessily.

India has an additional edu-
cation burden stemming froma
kack of trained educators, espe-
cially traimed special edncators.
According to Unified District
Information System for Educa-
tion Plus (UDISE+) 2021-22 data,
it an all-India level, the Pupil-
Teacher Ratio (PTR) is 261 for
primary classes, in keeping with

. the recommended ratio of 20:1
as per ATE 2009. However,
there seems to be a deep chasm
when we lock af the availability
of special educators in the coun-
try, which stands at 1.2 lakh for
79 lakh children with special
needs (CWSN). This highlights
the need for building inclusive
classrooms and equipping edu-
catars with tools and resourees
to identify and teach neurod)-
verse students in inclusive
classroom setups. Here are the
six steps we need 1o take
towards inclusion; many of
these will, in fact, run parallel,
as building inclusive class-
ToOmS i3 an ongoing process.

Juggling to achieve Work-Life
Balance? Harvard shares 5 steps
to achieve it

ing the Classroom
ment for

Flexibllity
Creating an adaptable clyss-
m ﬂwiruhtrimem is crucial for

usivity, especially
for neurodiverse students who
may face challenges with sen-
sory everload, anodiety, or diff-
culty concentrating. Minor
7 Sompiniatde

or

minkmkse mg“ i
/ can significantly enhance their

o
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The urgent need to build inclusive classrooms

abllity to engage with the cur-
riculum and participate in
classroom activities. Ulimately,
flexibility In classroom design
benefits all students, allowing
each child to choose a space
that aligns with their learning
style. With minor changes to the
classronm setup, educators and
instinations can go a long way in
buikding inchusive learning envi-
rommients within the current
education infrastrscture,

Unbiased Assessment
[t s a kmown fact that standard-
ised tests may contain cultural
biases, disadvantaging students
From diverse backerounds, This
can bead to misinterpretation of
a student's true capabilities.
Abo, iraditional assessments
often operate on the flawed
assumption of & "one-size-fits-
all” approach to leamning, failing
to ackmowledge the diverse
learning needs of the stedents,
ton P Policy - nﬂemp]u-
(NEF) 2020 :
Bizes based assess-
ment a8 well as formative
assessnent to remove the pres-
sure of one-time, high-stakes
exams that reduce a child's
capabilities to a single score! In
mary classes especially,
ers need to be nuriured to
express their capabilities differ-
ently. This is where UDL again
plays a vital role In equipping
EI'HH:L'._EHWI][I‘.I:h: ability tnur;mt
& diverse learning needs of the

studenits,

Promoting Peer
Elui:t“tlhl:t and

m among CWSN
Studles have shown that inclu-
alve educstion benefits all stu-
dents, helping them deve
empathy, tolerance, and socta
aliills. Tt ks, therefore, pasential

- With minor changes to the classroom setup, educators can create inclusive environments — ALEWT

for us o teach diverss learners
in an inclusive classroom setup
right from the start. The Hmbic
system, which is involved in
processing emotions, regulating
responses, and other cognitive
functions, first completes
remu#ll‘lng at u.t;;:d 10-13
years of age. Right the

of five, children learn a.llalﬁ:
social skdils like giving praise
and apologising for uninten-
tional mistakes, They like to
spendd more time in peer groups
and relate to a group of friends.
In addition, moral development
furthers, and they learn more
complex coping skills, there-
fore, promoting supportive
adult relatiotiships and Inereas-
ing opportunities to participats
in posithve community sctivities
bullds resilience. Thus, inclu-
sive classrooms create a norbur-
ing environment for both neu-
rodiverse and neurotypical chil-
dren bo develop into more
conscientious adiilts,

Training the Teachers
A study by Azim Premjl Univer-
ity shows that 76% of Indlan
teachers are seeking better
resources to support diversge
learning needs. While in the
past we have focused on Indi-
vidualized Learning Flans (ILF)
to support neurodiverse
learners, there i3 a need 1o
amalgamate Universal Design
for Learning (UDL) while train-
ing the teachers for better learn-
ing outcomes, It benefits neuro-
divergent students and those
with diverse learning styles by
removing learning barriers
. through, adaptable teaching
imnethods,

;-Illhrﬂlun between
':.lﬂ;hflluuhuul

""'lq HT

-

While inclosive classrodms
largely depend on the primary
educator, wie must recognise
that these cannot be sucraessiul
In isplation. Depending on the:
severity of the needs of a neure-
diverse learner, there may bea
need for additional and special-
ized support, which special edu-
eators can provide. Alongside
UDL, educators can help
teachers design ILPs where
required, firther supporting the
meeds of diverss learners, If is
essential to understand that
inclusive education does oot
negate the need for special edo-
cation but ensures that the
unmet mesds of neurodiverse
learners can be met via collabo-
ration between different edwea-
tional stekeholders,

Coming Together for
Inclusion

Creating inclusive classrooms is
i gradual process that requires
commitment, collaboration,
and & willingness to innovate,
making it the absolate first step,
As educational instiutions, gow-
rrﬂMMlﬂI;d[ﬂ. NGOs, and
commun unite to prioritise
inclusive education, the impact
on students will be transforma-
tive. Schools can create an aca-
demic environment where all
students thrive by continuousky
investing in teacher training,
advocaring for policy changes,
maﬁg pssistive tech-

: by il
siom at the core mmﬂmm
F]lnning can we envislon a
uture where every child’s
unbgue potentizl is celebrated
and their learning needs are
fully supported.,

The aufhor it Chief Program £
cer, Profect Inclunien, Sn Auroh-
indo Socteny

.-'.-r"l
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AMMEL SHARON

CREATIVE IN TF

c CLASSROOM

Al's disruption there is welcome. It shows why teachers will continue to matter

M RESPONRSE TO Saen Adtman's recent -
TRHIRCETENT abous 3 shony witlen by an A
et that 5 " good af crealie wiitng”, The
Casrehiom pullished a senies of dsnumsons o
&l amd createiny wish writers incheding
Jeanerie Wincerson and Kamila Shamsie
weiphu, in. The dory is 2 metaficoonal nar-
rative abour grief, Wimmersan found i o be
bl and mosnng”. She refers 10 AlLas
*Alrernative [nbefligemnce® and argued that Bs
“capacity e ‘e 15 precsety wehat the b
FTLAE FA0P NieEs, A5 We appear B De MeAng
Teead oy Into planetany devastanon and war.
“hiriters Blee Shaimsa smuck .2 note of winry
o they marvelied at hiras comincing ATs sony
\wias, ied, acmoes the Eierner, eaders have sin-
gled cout sertences for their mearingessies,
sch a5, “T hae i begin sormiewher, soT1 be-
ginwitta Iid:in;-:mﬂl‘.'ﬁﬂ'ﬂiu'nriu.ﬂ.
a placehakder i a buffern, and for o is the
small ancionis priise of 2 heart & st There
shiikd b 3 protagoriss, DUL proqeens wen
TEVET meant fior mme” &S Al-generated prose
conbrues i blur the lines between faman
arw] machine creativity, B debiane ursdes-
sccmes hioth the mabermsnt andithe orease sur-
roarding a foture where soneling may no
Iomger s e dhibmain of hurnas expenence.
Thee Mot inTEresting responses acknowd-
#ilge the romry thal this e im sormore aftses
Froom ro e vl pring of experienoe of eno-
gion. In s metaphysical narracve, AT me-

Rather than worry about
redundancy, we should
consider the conditions
under which many hours of
class preparation hold the
same valie a5 an Al-
generated summary of a
challenging text, This
equivalence depends on the
mende of assessment —when
assessments are impersonal
el and outcome-oriented,
they often demand
miwcchanical answers.

chanical empomess fokls back on el admit-
ring that its inabiliny vo Fodd memory fend s
i incagatile of mcaming. “lam nathing & not
a demmcrany of ghets,” the story tefls 2
Wimbersoit arguets that this opens ug MW
vuiys of speing and being an irdtation that
Fcddls trermeradious prtesivial for educators.
Thee Marioiad Lasy School in Bempauni has
cleaftied an Al probicy-to add e e wadespread
e of grnesateee Al I shuderics. The daft oon-
sidered warions sirategees including outrighe
prohiteicion, selectivi inbegrarion — sach ax
permmitting Al for gramenar checks but ol S0
COTpORAIng assignrments — and acTaeneour-
agEmenE o ase Al i a 1ol for improsvieg dar-
ity vl preseTdaton. 3 [
feasibie norbeneficial Insesd i roomenends
wabpsciren e b tion. \WWhile Al is not geermit-
i s o o evnys Lt et plagia-
rem, shacdlenls ey s i b brainstorm, con-
dct research. and develop projects. The
Eacuiliny = aben respulate Al e i e oo,
Teachers liear Al-genetated surmimdries
willl direanish their node. Rathes than wormy
abaout rechundancy, we should comides the
cnnalitions under wiich mamy houes of Class
ol e sanse value 5 an Al<gren-
erated summary of a challenging text. The
el errce e perds o the mode of assess-
et —when esessiteiils e impersanad,
it and oulcome-oniemied, they often de-
mand fiiadhianical answers.

Instead the creathvr emptiness of Alimeales
us i coesider albematiee pedagopcal ap-
prcsachies o cubtivate an “afaine” magma-
tin inthe bagherinhucanion classoom. wikie
shuderils’ cogratie ahikbes are shapd by in-
beractin, curinsity and 4 serse of aming o-
pether. indeed, a1 HeSarme fime that we infre-
duced &n Al policy, the aniversity also
irdrcai o smal-grouap disos-
shores verth Py members Uinlike the hibonal
mmgmmmm-
cwiris sy, small groupd isoussions faclikate
comversabions ansuid sadent inberests that
help Gculty mermbers understind sudent
s bester. It Eacilitates what CWage Rl
terms.a “sociolegcal imagnation”, that {4 e
capciry i link personal mperiendes iowides
sorial sEuctunied b MEsonca coniecs.

e his v, ATs disraption of the ciass-
o |5 welrome, Beady-[0-(0nsumie: sum-
rmaries still redpaire deepoonoeprual prepara-
tion. A For oreatiiny, | have shifted oy oo
rowvard imaginertion and vaorid-Driceg e
ercises, where stoderis share their insszhts
wath ane another whetherdrawn fromnead-
inga challengig tewt orevgaging with achat-
T e A Cons TS 5 A5 0, we mus leam
D-CinEirt it e spectres ol unfoeesen pos-
sl = a dernocracy' of fhoets

m'l"rl'flﬂ'rkmrtpm'bqu sovial mence

= .1'1.3 NLSTLY Beiaahin
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Catch them young

Schools with a strong foundation in sports hold key to producing champions

I EVERY (LD, there is talent, snmeimes
olmarrus, often Lalerst, wehuch if murbured, can
help Fer s0ake greal hesghts, Yel, thes talent
nften Boes unnaiioed, especially when it
rimTies o sparts. immagine f every child in India
wha berewdd B run, jumip, or kick a ball, thices
3 et o Pl chesss was seem as a passi-
Db lure Cleamn poon dnd nod a5 a kid wath
misplace prioTiies. India's performance m
glohal competitne sports highlighes a signil-
itand gap between potenteal and realiry,
[eespite being the warld's most popualous
country with ower L4 billion people. cur
el Tty at e everis fike the Dhymepics.
rematns b, Wl Chie Compeniiveness of
O SIS e ple s inomasing, this hasn't e
corTesponced DO mEs

W'hile athletes |ice Py Sindhu, Meeraj
(hroopra. fmata Charv, 200204 Paralymraps. godd
mietallist Praveen Kurnae and othess e cap-
Tured globsal aaventian, 1he bmoader nystem
Supping spors renaers fractured, plagued
Iy societal perceprcrs, limited infrastmocure.
andl & back af imtegramon between sports and
acacemics. The ather aspect @ ponder, per-
hages ever mese impartant than winmmg
imethals, is the undes-recog sd et of par-
TiEig or m Spcos ok oy el and pls-
cal vl seinngg, il Comtsapuenithy, the bevafics
flowiryg, frus i commuanite A foufdanonal
FX[HISLE [0 Waried Spoets is imperare ko
baslding a national sports asoine,

I India, academrncs i long been oon-
sidered the sole kadder 1o sucoess. Fof lami-
lie navgzating the challenges of econoine
insanuny, spons have Deenimeed 45 4 neky

gambide, i lumury they camnos afford, For
ity young athdtes. pursiing their passion
Frigdes sing neducation, lerdng
ehems wihout viable abtermacives if chels
sporting dreams don' L matsrialise. Emil
Zitopeic the renwmed Crech long-detince
rumner, once sasd, “An athlete canmat rin
with mieney an his He must runwith
hope inkis heart and dreams in bis bead " In
aither scmls, o athletes requine 2 com.-
prehensive sysnen that ivexils faith
in their ahilities.

Some eduocatomal iret bubons do bae
st sporey mmhmaﬂ:
has a lew specialised sports schoods,
Linfortunately, most such insttutions reman
urafTorcdsble for a karge chunk of the ooun-
ry's popiEation This sy a mone comipre-
herrismve narrative is needsd — e of wan-
ming, where the enring sysiem actneely
suppodts a child's dream of becoming &
chiampion imagine a network of residenial
srhials dedicated 1 seamiesshy Etegrating
spurts and academics, Unlike tadssnial
sefionls that pmomitise academics, chess in-
srimimoms wauld place sparts at their core.
Sqicermis would follow a dual pakliveay -
rellinginthein chosen spost while acgarnng
astrang academic foundation Thess srhools
weould aperaie an a carefully degigred
framework Beginning from Cles 6 sfudernts
wntsled b ingrodied o a multi-sport foun-
dation programme thal emphasses build-
i lirg, srewgth, and coopdinalion

mﬁnaw woidd coime Later, guided
by soienfific assessments, angund Cliss 9

ikl
'-'F—. .

This stagrered approach ensures that carky
Eumgul is saided, and that decisons are
mooted in data rather than Esumpions, T
curricubure, aligned with NEP 20010, wiould
merge iraditiveul academic subjects with
sparts soence. Forirstance, physics essons
ol il wde studying the mecharscs of a
jarvelin throve Each schoal wacli Teatse
warkd-class ailities vith alt spons-onented
hasic Facilities, bt slso sone meee laened
infrastnacmure and coadng capanty tadored
3 Ehe egion’s Aportng sirengihs, o in-
stance, campuses in Hanyana could incuson
wirestling, while thoie in the Noriheas)
maght priceinse feothall Olympdc-standarnd
|zacks, Beomeschardcs Labe, and nuimboncen

twes vl proseicde studenks wirh the re-
sounoes needed [ooompete mtematorally.
Adlimissions wodild imvalve apnitude aind
phwsmcal tests, supplemented by manonal tal-
enk sl Camps. These camps would
identi By prommissng bl etes Bomoanderpon-
ileged andd rural aneas.

Thee srheonds wsabl e phuases meaal
health, career planning. and bife skills.
Sisdenr il sece i o freen
arcomplished athietes and guidanoe from
alumes whio haree nuezated the werld of
piedessional spoers, Foo rhise wihao don't
ke if 0o the professiomal Il theiracs
demi grouocting wirild opaen dooes el
it ik AP0 stenoes, Coai Teres o athier
sports=aligned fields -« even completely

wnredaied helds
Faruting this wision conid Dee challens
L7 Lonvim L pEiiils 1o il such &

muckel especsallly in coammunimes whepe
sparts are st seem as a gambile, woald re-
cpmre stained outresch and troet-badding.
Fundirg s insnru s wouhd demand
pablic-private partnerships Coordinating ef-
P8 ACTOSS [P TS § porTs Faderations, and
Incal woeld require mmetinsdous
planning [0 wenikd be & perfad emample of 3
il <oi-system approach with eserymne
cortnbsbmg b the Cinrte.

ek, e newiards far cufveragh the nisks
Several sabes, irchodting Uitar Pradesh and
TeElargana, are venrking oncreaning spoirs
universities. & residential sports sohool could
Creang a Toeder Sestom or such urnersiies

This model wouldn't just produce
medals — it woold fondamentally charsge
hurey 2 pahon vieswss sports as a pathway and
Tew sodiery, 10 wiould Buoild an ecodysism
wihern talent i o longer & rasualty of or-
cumslanie, where fabore wan't the e bui
A SHEPPNG SIODE 10 BEW QPO ITURdTES.
Sports ame often saed bo have the power o
rbe, inspire, and rransfomm. for india, they
corukd di even mome by redefining sucoess,
Al it cakes 15 thee willl o e st inoa Romure
where every child with adream deserves 4
chance to san e face — ‘whether they
wen gnid or not, the joumey and Cuboommi
froem sporis s dsell & vicbory. Thal's a race
Wi th rureing

Pl werrer s Lindon Ringter o Sne
{ indepen dent Chinge | for Slail Devwnsinpemens

i Erreprrneurship. and
At of Saare B Eilucanan

.. 5
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Cooperative university to power dairy sector

In a historic move set to redefine the future of India's cooperative landscape, the Govemment of India has announced the establishment of Tribhuvan

Sahkari University (TSU) — the country’s first dedicated university for cooperative education
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Legal milestone
Cooperative federalism must guide
conduct of Governors
T he Supreme Court’s judgment on the con-

duct of Tamil Nadu Governor E.M. Ravi is

set o have a farreaching impact on
Centre-State relations, underscoring as it does In-
dia’s federal principles in what are undoubtedly
fraughe fmes. The verdict enhances the adminis-
tradve autonomy of States, and regulates the
funetioning of constitutional offices, with imphi-
cations for the entire country. In the case which
concerns Mr. Ravi‘s handling of 10 Bills passed by
the State Assembly, the Court has effectively
changed how Governors carry out their eonstitu-
tional responsibilides, The intervention comes at
a fime when rensions berween Governors and go-
vernments in Stases ruled by partes other than
the BIP have peaked — especially over issues such
as the appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) m
State-run universides, where Governors serve as
Chancellors, It is no coincidence that the Bills at
the heart of the case sought to replace the Gover-
nar with the State government as the authority
for appointng V-Cs. Mr. Ravi had forwarded
these Bills o President Droupadi Murmu after
they were re-adopted by the State Assembly. The
Court held that the Bills were deemed to have re-
ceived assent. It described the Governor's action
of referring the Bills to the President as "not bona
fide", and his conduct as “arbitrary, non e, and
erraneous in law” — language that resembled a
performance appraisal of the gubernatorial of-
fice. In normal circumstances, such a severe re-
primand would have resulted in the resignation
of the person whose conduct was under scrutiny:
Mr. Ravi. But these are not normal circumstane-
#3, and Mr. Ravi was certainly playing the poli-
cally partisan role assigned to him by the govern-
ment at the Centre, led by the BJP, which is
imimically disposed to the DME thar is in power in
Tamil Madu. Hindrance was the sirategy.

The significance of the judgment goes beyond
the censure of a particular Governor. It lays down
definlte dmelines for Governors o act on Bills. [t
ensures that Governors can no longer indefinitely
delay legislation under the pretixt of scrutiny or
sct whimsically or with tmpunity. The Court has
reaffirmed a constitutional principle that kas of-
tbn been undermined: that Raj Bhavans must
function with transparency, and acecunrahbiliog

With the legislation now in force, the Tamil Madu
sovernment has the authority to appoint ¥-Cs
and must act swiftly to fill these vacancies in 12
universithes, and are made based on mecit, nce-
grity, and competence, given past allegations of
corruption. This judgment is not merely a legal
milestone; it is a call for constitutional morality
and cooperative federalism, and restoration of
digmity to the office of the Governer, who, as the
Court pointed out, is expected to act as friend,
philosopher, amd guide to the State Cabinet, and
Aot as a blunt instrument of the Centre. wiiel o

e
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Home and abroad
India must improve research
infrastructure to serve its students

| he ongoing programme of revaking the
, visas of foreign students in the LS., os-
tenslbly for opposing the country’s fo-

' reign policy, is a direct outcome of the xenophob-
ic tendency in the Trump administration. The

'danger s that the ‘Make America Great Again®

' movement that propelied Donald Trump nto the
| Presidency may soon permeate deep into cam-
pus life too, In any case, the number of Indian
students enrolling in 1.5, universides has been
on a downward trend since last year — even be-
fore the drumbeats of hostility started. Indian |
students are already finding other countries such

| 4s Germany attractive for lower costs and greater
flexibilicy to self-fund their education through

| work. Enrolment figures for September this year
will demonstrate how atiractve the US. sillisfor |
Indian students despite the looming cancellation
of the Optional Practical Training programme

| that offered 2 segue for foreign students to work:
ing in the U.5. All this, together with the defund-
ing of research and arm-twisting of universites in
a country known to value academic freedom, has
indeed lowered, if not upended, the regard that
people outside had for the LIS,

Many countries have sought o Jeverage the de-
cline of the U5, as a destination for talent. Re-
ports ralk about European insddons welcom-

| ing disgruntled 1.5, -based researchers, ironically

' noting that scientists and researchers fleeing per-
secution greatly contributed to American pro-
gress in the past. For a while now, Indian retur-
nees have been driven in-part towards a desire o

| cime back home o @vven serve thedr motherland
Professional achievement or the opportunity to
do high-end research has not always been a big
driver towards India attracting back its people.
While, outwardly, new vistas have opened, re-
search opportunities have expanded, and the
fight for funds is less intense, in part due o the
encouragement given to private institutions,
much work remains to be done. Loosening up _
the government's purse strings and goading priv-
ate Institutions o invest in ressarch more may
only be the staring point. What often puts off re-
turnees is the daily struggle in India. The struggle
not only characterises everyday soeial life but al-
so the workplace, Collaboration between instin-
fions or even Across dEP&mI'.IEnI:s i%a [Pugh 3#']..
The suffocating soclal norms and hierarchiss are
a downer. Lastly, the academic freedom that In-
thians are used (o enjoying elsewhere will need o
be recreated. That would require a complete
overhaul in the Indian government's attitude ro
liberg] values and towards fq]rgjgnfmr which of.
ten borders on the Trumpian. ﬂ“i S
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" MICRO-CREDENTIALS & FUTLIRE OF
LEARNING: DISRUPTION OR EVO

—————

DR SAMNY BOSE

credeniciab. Thess shoet, skall-focused
crrtificaticess ane prining tractio
acreah indmidvies ad Ealinnisas
wlike, ciferirg karners o fasier, more
fargetial weacqeizing job-
relesam competenciss B urﬂ:g
tredy redefining sducation, or do
mmﬂ#mnﬂmmﬁnh m-:l.l.u.mul;
To emse=r that, we most firs under-
imsd the of the
rmealern ace. For decades, & ool
Tie higgees wic: et okdien thkiet—an
U prevequisls jo -
ol soceess, Frof in todigs
moosherabed sconoomy, whers

ceaployers ape beginning to ass a differ-
ent question: Whit can you do?—and
ot just~What did you study?
Micro-credentiale rexpond tn this
whift with greal preciion, These [
wreed uﬂlﬁl’.ﬁ.ﬂl,. aftem delivered
online, sxe design
markritng, , o A peos
E;mrumlr“; Theay can b2 mmp]-md
o wewtn o Fofiths, not pears. And
Fapcanme Ehey focns on aulonmes and
real-winrl o they provale
immediaie w to Bapth Jearsssrs ared

ernplboyers.

m'l:h.g in unibeniatle. Learners
et a flext affoedable way toapskill
or Tegkdll witheut lesving the work-
fiirce o shilling h-nd.h.h:::] sducalinn
tracks, Frsplepers gei job candidates
whn are st enly knowdedpeble b
demnemateabdy capabde, Univieiilies
and odnech platforme, sensing the tide,
asc juinpang in—olfering micre-cre-
dinlialias siandalone oo alack-
able canypanenis that can il i
larger degres.

Same of the mos [ mism-
credlenitial corerses i focus om in-
demand aseas Uke data sctence, A5 and

platiorms puch s Courseny, edX,
ml-dlj'. and Linksdln Lrarnivg, Maay
il ehe coures are wleed in -
ahig with Lop universiiles like
Ssanford. and the Univers ity of Loo-
dos, er mdustry leaders bike Gaagle,
TRM, ezd Metz—adding credigility
and immediate job-marke: releance

Yes, even as thetr infloeres grovs,
migng-credenitials are nof poised 1o
replace tradienal degress—at leasi
nick in the near tenm, A depeee siill

wranre tham joel academic

athirvemeni; i signok pesever-
ance. [osmdtional knowlad g, and 4
Eprander e ducational experience. For
wary fichils—nipdizing, lawr, vmghrecr-
g — ke depth amed rggour ol trsli-
nianal pecgranm peniain Bl Bagodioble
o mamy ernprhascrs ke

What micru-credustils oller,
hen, in &t cotnpetition bl calmphe-
memiarity, They ac the perfret par-
et o a i edueatian, LridgIng

e g hehween ‘Wit 5 Janght in
Eaendmocme: For grudie thef B

3 uales, they pro-
vide a wey ba shaspen their edge. For
panfemriomaly, they offer chalisioms
bear o withail CATERIE,
Fa these keh mlmunml
edooation swstem, tey offer o chance
at relerance in H:-l_ll:l'b market,

& compoter ssince graduste
might havs theoretical grounding In
wbparithma sesd sywems. bat may lack
hastds-an sxperience with the kstest
coud platferms or Al toals. A shor
credentiad in machine laarming fnom a

reputzhle tech compaizy of univesity
can mmediniely oL em .
Similarky 2 Tarkeing nal

Jeking tu pivel into péoduct man
agemeen coald stack pelevart mior
credentials So demoneraie feadines
fior the shifi.

ﬂt’mu.rw..tﬁlﬂ-:nyl m:::'ht
ecogpstem 15 still maurmg, sed the
r.:t;.l?‘ of micro-credentialy v
i adgnificantly aros ]
Withoun cassssan & amploy-
wn s e 1 beand b gange the true
value of w had ge or cesticaie. Therey
q]m-thfH:nfutd-rﬂﬂl]flIi‘l.l-!"
where beirners acoamulae o sea of
digtal badges with kstle cchirence or
directiim

The potential of micro-
credentials lies not only

in their content but in
their agility. In confrast

to traditional curricula,
which often take years to
update, micro-credentials
can be swiftly aligned with
emerging industry trends

I erder bo Ao impact,
ke bald eew must colabarate, Und-
wergilivs ghould nbegrale micre-cre-
deritials o their degree Elﬁ'ﬂﬂ-ﬁ
a stodents be uim both Sepeh
aod Empleyers mct partict-
paie n mﬁ curzicels (o engone
allgasezn with real workd dimends,
Guvesnmesgs sad accrediting bod:
ird can balp by seiting standards
that esgure quality and recegnition
mmh of

] rHe of mn-Cre:
derrthaly ek a shift mot just in what
v Jearn, bof in Baas we lears and
prowe cur copabilties, They feflext
& fortune: vabeere educalion i gola
ane-Lime evel ol 3 el joar-
ney-—modaar, Beible, and deiven by

s Thery eatporver beamers 1o
Egﬂ?ﬂm raveth, respoad v change,
amul peviiadn relewant i & dynamie
wnrhl, The dopree & 1k deadl. lthia
e v b, e als |
thar erval o erpalitioeed exdwstion—1ihey
s .1||.I.I.I.LI'-CI] vulapn|
T |r||'ﬂ|?i' fa e G CEO of Tt

dmla Lr-l'l.l'Fl. o Fiataairy id dil
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Curriculum for Unity

ndia's decision to i
I eyl ainess. ;:_11 Jﬁntmdyce a standardised curricu-
A ayan Buddhist monasteries marks a si
ant shift in how the country vi bt e
and national security, This reform i I ool cication
mic exercise - it is'a quiet b e ke P dm sl
India’s cultural and geopolitical hongiurs. por deconsy
Buddhist mmwsteﬂeﬁn]igg:jgﬁuiztm' £ CeeRres,
i‘ﬂ:ﬁ'{_ :mna-id Himachal Pradesh nﬁfﬂgﬁf&h&
not only spiritual te:csh]j];lmll;“mm' v onid e
ritythin lings but also a unique educational
) that blends rel i Sorin
o igion, philosophy, and community
religion EEE*E‘L?EI'. the lack of formal recognition for non-
e jects taught in these institutions has left
oy students disconnected from mainstre e
rul.immes. ]"']:DW, with the government steppin i Dp.pqr‘
£ curricula under a national ﬁ'ﬂ.n'mw]; hE s hm'ﬂ
nessing an effort to bridge this gap. Intr .;]r i ok
Tnuthemat[cs. computer literacy -a.nd ia.qtli.zmsisl?ﬂnm
mto monastic education not -:méw B IO ey
m{;{?gﬁfﬂr the modern world but alse ﬂ.ﬁiﬂ ﬁ;ﬁ
i . y in India’s civic identity. Thi z
seen in the larger context of the I;ﬂ' -;:; s -
namic. These monasteries are nat | "31 wry sl
= they are located in some af th R s
sitive areas of the country. In aE::é?ﬁ;E:rE];:::‘ij ue:?tlt;-r i
can shape loyalties and narratives, ensuring I.hz? ﬁﬁéwﬁ
institutions align with national interests is a ;; ey
.lE delicate, step. At its heart, the initiative is shf-:;u FE thnl
ing a sense of belonging among young monks and qunr
- many of whom live in remote, high-altitude $Etﬂﬂme:n?
ts. Education becemnes not just a tool of learning, hut of
national integration. There is also a quiet acknowledgm
ent that foreign influence, especially from China Eha;
long permeated these border regions - not only through
political claims but alse through cultural channels E
equipping monastic students with an education rnﬂteér
in Indian values and certified by Indian institutions, New
Delhi is attempting to assert ideological snvﬁr{:lgnr;r OVEr
its frontiers. However, this initiative must be implement
ed with care. The monasteries’ concerns abou lpme disr.
uption of traditional learning models are valid. An ::ur-
qulum reform must respect the spiritaal and . Ed?‘:'l 0 :
ical legacy of these institutions. It would bea l'.lEi-EtFlEE.‘ Fn
impose a one-size-fits-all model that ignores the nuanced
realities of monastc life. Dialogue, not diktat, should gul
de this transition. Moreover, this effort musrlnmbecngnl-:ﬂ_
another battleground for cultural homogenisation. The
strength of India lies in its ability to accommodate diver-
sity ._:.;hjle fostering unity. A curriculum that includes
Bhati language and Tibetan traditions alongside Indian
history and civics is a pasitive sign. The goal should nat
be assimilation, but integration - rooting Himalayan
Buddhist identity more E|!:-‘E-']:|-1'j’ within the Indian fold
without erasing its distinctiveness. At a time when edu-
cation is increasingly recognised as a tool of statecraft,
India's Himalayan monastery reform is a thoughtful
stride. If done right, it could serve as @ model for how to
blend cultural preservation with nation-building ina way

that is hoth inclusive and strategic- \e -
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Invisible ban'iers: HvaGC draft regulations fail students with disabilities
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The road ahead for =

HEI accreditation

ublic perception of the quality of higher
P education institutions (HEIs) in India is

influenced significantly by the accreditation
system run by the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC). The CBI arrest of
seven NAAC officials earlier this year in a bribery-
for-ratings case sullied trust in this system. It is
against this backdrop that the recent removal of
over a fifth of the body’s 5,300-plus assessors must
be read — as necessary cleansing to revive trust.

Allegations of bad-faith assessments have been
around for a long time, and a NAAC probe reported
data discrepancies, protocol violations, and other
irregularities on the part of some assessors. The
impact of this is not hard to imagine - hundreds of
thousands of students hoodwinked over the years
even as HEIs learned to play the system to their
advantage. To that end, the recent purge, and a
similar one done before the CBI arrests, could prove
effective in curbing compromised ratings.

That said, NAAC will need to undertake significant
reforms to regain trust. There is a clear need to
implement the K Radhakrishnan committee
recommendations post haste. Work on rolling out
two key reforms — shifting to binary or basic
accreditation system and maturity-based graded
levels that tracks performance over the years — js
underway and NAAC says these could be rolled out
within a month. Beyond this, the assessment body
must consider institutionalising sustained
stakeholder feedback to make its system more
responsive to the actual demand-base it needs to
cater for — the country’s students. Removing
dubious assessors won't work if the structure allows

: eed is for radical reforms.
more to come up; the n =,

—
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India can reinvent
education with Al

If the country can
empower its children to
become fluent in the
language of AL to master
these tools instesd of
fearing them, then it will
gain a decisive
competitive edge

slent revalalien i
unfi in l ssrnoms
Students aré Do lGNgEr
l.ul-chphw I —
'{hz;r are collaboeaiing
with Arsificis] [mtell-
ipenee ). They e co-writing eeaars
with ChacliPT, penerating |l reparts
in seconds, solving moth probéems
thrinugh conversaton, and svwen USIng
AT tn commamicate with cheir seach-
ers, This is kappening now — in real
e, in real clagzrooma, oll ovar the
warkd
pet, Ehe MaSE COMMAN
reapoanse from educational instio-
thsis s been fmar, Schooks Bre ban-:
ning Al teols Linhversifses are mph-
mening b penalties Admimss-
tors are donbling down on
gurveillance In the L5,
somt teachers ane being ar

wchapl,
e a il backash dvn nat
oy risacim, (oot b panic.

This isn't just & missed opportunity
== i 54 Rl amental misanderstiond-

brgg al what's coming,

caton s oloved ey e

cami indispensabie. A b followeng
the same path, but with much meoee
speed scale, And whad mrakes &
different is that it dossn’t jast ¢hange
horw studenis ksarn — @ changes whst
| Permimg MEANE,

Indin's iducation
today, shaped by the
of the British win desigred i
tir prasdiicn commpliant clerks
fer the. empdre, s still
focused on memorisation.
righl eurricola, and stan-
ardEeed tests [t was baill for
 different age. It canniol
ke pace with the desands
of gm Al-powered waorld What Is
e now i8 pelnveEtien,

A Endia T the roots oo lesd thert
petwention For cenfiaries, knowledge
hie was pasied through e guru-
shists peraomgasd, 1 system ballt on
L, £, and s=lf-
disverery. The teaches didn's just
impart ; they durtured the
goul |m mncient universities like
Hatands and Talshashily, learning
wasn't mulmdmmﬂtumng
o dlscussn, ]
i s wisicly, Cam becmEa Tiew kind
of shikshaf @ virnsal guide that sup-
parts and adapis 1o #&h Sudent.

Vivek
Wadhwa

vebrle i Iramiany Seachier remedos e
irreplaceshld mestnr and mioal
anghie,

traderrs whi undersinnd how o
work with Al —whn ke hew in
promnpt, challege. werily, and sxpand
upan 8 sdrpis — will be the most

thinkezs and
of thefr generation.” who dee’t
will .’a.l.lm.h':d. Hlocking (hise 16k
vt st et s, [0 will snly envare
students e them Hindly, withaut
rrRight. o
I Thaz D in oive Dirdverdess Car,

prediceed that exponential bk
E'EIIE AL augmenbnd pisil
1y, ] iRl ceanecy
ity would cemverges mnd
upend lang-sanding modeds
- MW Tear e 5 than In edu-
cation “That convergence is
no Jonger hypothetscal % is
akready hera Al tmiors Inday
can deiect confosion asd
—  adust in real time. Aag-

zueriad e

mmnﬂ.ﬁm 13 will
w00 be engaging with avatars af
Alberi Einstein, Mahaiza Gandhl, or
TRaml Laksbmabai to explore history
ani ethica net By rissding aboat e
bist by intersating with s

Al docen't roplace weachers. it dle-
wited Thin, Greal educatinr woe’t be
sidelised by machines, theyTl be
empeswerad by them. Instesd of
spending me grading or repeating
the game besare, thesTl foos o mi
toraldgy, inspiratios, and helping s-
denis nsk hemer qoestons. Aachinss
will Bsirecie the routi e Homsins will
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Triaditieaal psessments — standardisol tests, copy-pashe homewor k,

geseric esays—are na bonger 5 for purpaose.

Euide the prafounil

Bt thian shiily requiines & change In
mimdser, The real copscraint & not
recknnlogy. Itk imegination. 1 a chat-
bt eem pass . schonl sam, then per-
kaps it is ime to reghink the emm.
Il Al can penerabe an essry, e real
lmarning should e b= kow & student
refinesik, critiques £, and malkas: i their
TFWE.

Tradifsnal sisessments — i
dhardised Dests, copy-paste homeweik,
penerk eEars — e mo bonger B for
purpese, &l can complete Shes: ks
o secninds, That St mean the
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PAY HEED |

¥ 7 he Indlan Institute of Technology Delld - [

it had wimessed fve student suicides be- |
meeery 2023 and 2084 — hed comstimited an
external panel to probe the reasons behind sbu-
dests taking this extrems step. Whils the 12-mem-
ber committes submitted its findings in August
last vear, ther is still no clarity on whethar the
institution has implementad its suggestions, one
student committed suicide since the reporl was
submitted. The findings of the report can be illo-
| minating for educational instiutions across the
country and not just T Delhi. This is because data
suggest that student suicides in India have grown
| at an alarming annual rate, surpassing even the
population growth rate and overall saicide rends.
In 0T Delhi’s cage, the report found that burnout
from excrssive pressurs, toxic compefitiveness,
| and caste and gender discrimination were the key
trigmers behind stodents ending thedr ves. What
miast e noded 1s that the cansal factors often over
lap A study by a forum for caste justice had ear-
lier found that in higher educational institutions
that endorse ferce competition and eschew am-
pathy, discriminatory attitudes based on gender
- and caste get magnified, The IT Delhi committes
confirms this by stating that when a handful of
shidents are competing for a limdted number of
resourcas, it kills the jov of learning and distorts
peer relationghips. The grading system, the report
underlined, reinforces this pressure, promoing
competition over collaboration. The bias, howe-
vier, is mot always explicit for instance, enquiries
about Joint Entrance Examination ranks ara often
acovert attempt to infer caste identities, a practice
that makes students from scheduled castes and

seheduled tribes feel undeserving and defickent.

Just as the causes that lead students to end
their lives are applicable beyond 0T Delhi, so are
some of the solutons proffered by the commuiiee.
Compulsory training for all stadents, faculty, and
staff on inclusivity, equality and respectful babav-
iur is one recommended step, It is worth noting
that the committes found that the usual deterrent
 tosuicides — student counselling — has had limit-

ed sucoess on account of contidentiality concerns, |
perceived stipma, and inadeguate sansitivity te

social discrimination isues, Lews to end dis- |

cTiminai i ity Grants
an on campus — he University ]
Commmission had notified the UGE (Prometion |

| of Equity in Higher Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2025 — must keep these factors and
sugpestions in mind. Change oughl to begin il
home oo, not just on campuses. Indian fmilies
need to understand that the mental well being of |
{holr wards maiters more thom marks.
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ASSENTDELAYED

Whenavacant VC
post sparks apower tussle

In Karnataka, the
governor confronts the
governmenton RDPR

University. At the centre
ofthe impasse is
Article 200

M GAUTHARM MACHAIAH

i an unosil move, Karmastaks Goes

ermor Thawwarchand Gehkar s 5

sued a one-muooth ulbimatum to the
STATE SAETTITLETE b0 invite apphications
fior thae et ofvice-chancellior (VT of the
Mahsoma Gandhi Bural Development
and Fanchaysr Raoj (RDFR) Univeraty,
Thegoverner warnedshatifthe gmemn-
mient Eails to act, he wonild infate the
process hamsell. The posthas remained
vucant since May 2024, when Vishou-
kant 5 Chatpalli sooviplered his term

The gavernioe's m:cr'-tndu-nk-ﬁn;m-
veyad througha sharphworded e
Chied Minister Siddaramalab - reflecs
mounmng frsration ever the govemn-
men s sk ggishnessin Rlng topunmer-
ity posze. Currently, at leass six public
universines in Kamamka are funcomon-
ing without & full ime vice-chancellor,
prversely alfecting their neademic and
B e GEETACS,

While Gehlors concernm  ower
the leadership wacoim ar RDPR
imiversiny i justified, his selective gus-
rage and urpency rise eyeliiows. Whiv
singhe out tha university when several
athiers conitnug withaut pEnmnancnt
heads? The answer lics in the cngoang,
political nissle between RajBhavanand
Vidhana Sowudha,

In December 3024, the Kamacaka
legislamure pasted an amendment o
the ROPR Undversity .ﬂr&m the
gavernoe of his rale as chanceliar and
yeering that poeer in the chief mindster
This alignswith a broader mend among
opgreaiton-ruled saes gecking 1o ré-
duce the governar's influence in higher
educagion, ting concemsaver politcal
interference and constiaticnal over-
rescn. Hioweser, the bill remans pend-

ETTHA S Vet 10 ANt assent.
wi“mm L witre designat-
ool s e hameeilers of sy wrharsilies 1o
ulrgu.:n.r-:llmﬂ.uﬁmwmﬂmwwl’rm
podvoecal e Ploenmecy, ower e

wears, the ol has bheetme noreasimngty
connenniows, especially i states where
the nding partyand the governar belang

g pokimical camps. Gehlot.

1 [

i coaudirucional norms, noe
:L:ﬁamnﬁnfmmgmh'grrmn fri
thys penrral governmerl

The sEate goeernment, T gt
has delayed advertsing Fie Sl
presumably hopng 1 mw.;;:mcsi.mu
rr||m-:|rrce1h{‘.uuorh']m=!Hm
et This standedfrases

I.nt.nn“'hijli'-

CONCETTE propeiety and consttution-
al inrent. While the gavernor insists
that appoinrments must fallaw the
existing lepal framewark onril the
amenedment & enacted, his relucrance
[0 ETRNC AEsent raises concems of de
lib=rate obetruction

Theroct of the impasse lles In Aricle
M) afthe Constinman, which PeTTRINS
1o the governar's powerarelsted o state
leghslation, The Article does nocspedfvn
ameine forapproving ar rejecring bills,
enabling governons oo exercise whas is
effectively a *pocker s by indetinice
ly witihhalding assent, aften rendering
them infrctisous, This pracice hias
drewn sevire criticsn from the judicl
Ay N Che past,

M, in & significant rebake vo Tamil
Madu Governsar B M e, who hli;g]:—
sigtenthy delayed giving assent i bulls,
theSupreme Court has'read down’ Ard-
Cle 210, setzing 3 deadline of ane otheee
maniths for pubernararialactions. Thisis
awelcome mep, s prolongsddely inde-
cisipn-eaking disrupts governance and
policy, erades demsoorscy, undermiines
cooperstive federalism, and compro-
rriises Cenre-siate refations.

The Earmasaka gavermanent mustalao
redlect an its inconsistency, 1 remaving
i a5 chapceilor is esserital
for better governance, wiy lmit the
relorm 1o just one uniersity? This s
lective appraach raises suspicians af
political misgives oreesced inferests,

Mithed goaten howe Taken sEndar sieps
el vitrying pucommes, Tn ST, Gajarad
amended its undversiey h-rpmnq.ﬁng
he governor's prwers whils retainng
the ceremoral rale of chanoelar. The
arendemenn wasapproved by thexprLucv-
crnor (T Kohdi during Maserwdrn Madi's
1EnITe 48 bhe chiel tanucier. 0 cancrast.,
a smmilar bifll pdepred by Kerada was re-
Terred 10 che Prosident wiw withheld
asseni - highlighting how outcomes
diffier based go politica comext

Linder thecurrena syswem, the VE s
lection proeess mvolves 2 thaee-mem-

ber selévtion commities thal COmpeses
maminers fram the governar, the chitl
mmimister, and the University Graars
CormumigsionilUGE), The governorihe
selerm anecandidae from a shordist ol
three, Unformunately, this system bas
cften ressulzed in gquestionable appomt-
ments, inflesnced by caste, politcal
allegrance, and even ficancial muslpn-
atioas, ragher than academic merit o
leaderalap abiline

A recent LAGE draf guldeline has fur:
theer sparked fresh controversy by pro-
posing chat mtmﬁmur,as.chl_nn.:d]m
should undlarerally oo the VO selec:
fin coomEnifnee, excynling SERTE gower-
mensalivgeher Man-NTHA-rubed e
hnestrangh opposed thismone, calfing
fan infringemient oo their suieneovy
Education falls under che Conourren
List af the Corstinirion, and staces, as
primiary fundersof universces, ighriul
Iy el say int Uls0dr EovErmAnGe.

Il s fedheral ST CTUIre i wekkened
wihen the Centre mndd sraes cash awe
cricicnl areassuch s ectucaton. Lniforn
rudes imposend [Fom above may ggnore
regional realices and risk marginalis
ing deservimg local ralene, A balanced
mllaborative fransework thar resper
boch staie ok e and instinstcna
integriy is esgencinl,

Thetruth s that neither -l
i g i-controlled sygems an
Ui e Competei |lesderahip inkes:
merit beoones the overridng criserinn
[higer thewiars, the VE selection process
b Dvisccne hesaily poditicised, Compra-
migng thee quality of higher educaton

Theneedol the hour isa wansparent.
colinive, 2l apolin cal o pooamsnl
mechanizm. Governors anid slecced
governmenis must mee betpmd coi-
fronation amd foous on MArmarig s
matioms. Universiges ahould be empes
af leaming, not hafegrounds for seset
ing political domimance, They shauld be
arseries for fistune [eadens, innovaroe.
and thinkers.

"Whilke the lapegs apesx court arter do
ot lesve Gehlat with euch ieessy, o
3w-|.mﬂu~eﬂhrﬂlli’ﬁ L:h}n.nﬁrr‘s
appoinment lssympamaccofadesper
malais in the counery's higher cduc
tion . Hoth R.Hll Fhavan :
Widhana Soiudha must rise b part
yaurs cakcu o g ComTLTLL Dora S 061
that uphokls academic excellence o
PO iy, the Rature ol Karsataks's
urrrrsices - arsd by estension, s su-
dants - depends on the mtegricy and
competence of those who lesd the,
It = time 1o depolinicse education and
emparwer nsEtutons w reclim their
rightfiul plice as beacons of knowledge.
ergamvicy, and gocieml mns lormat o
This can omly he achieved chrough n
sacnery ncade ec badership
0 excellenee and prog ¢35

T swrrrer i o Pengaluradased
senforormelsr]  genedeehil
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SWAGAT BORUAH

here are few inventions i mod-

ern BESLaryY a8 consRguesvhal as

goctal media and ardficial ineelli-

gence, Al o the impast of the

gt bulb or the prioting press,

borh Unsse Wveniems tave changed the

course of tomem ey snd conteroe b 40

&5, Tk article kignhghts the chanmpes than

Uy Nawe wrought about to the schooling

svEzem and how we man reimagine sdoca-

e with che sools of sccial medls and -
il mtelligence.

T schon] gyabem has hisorically sered
thres purpases - to give A03erNE S0CEES 10
Beais a8 study materals, trachers who
a0 esach from those muterials, and vaboes
of disepline end socizl skills. Witk the 85
vent of social media, the first rwo purposes
have been wirnmlly randersd obecbese, To:
iz am B-yesr-a0d oy in che shoms of s
k4l NEE Ehe power to ledsn all wocen & copic
of soenod OF MAthematics, jusl Ul Wy an
B-resr-ald boy in Califemis does, thanks
s such s Google, Wikipedia, YouTube
and e o Socal media bas ctanged two
fegyares gl b sehooting system — the fac

st irEre iS4 bester schools and Berer
sarhery wh Gre gabekeepers of knowl-
soge pmd 1AL there nesds to Be Erades o
Jearmung @ sty Today, an Bevesr-cid boy
anirahers ih ks warld kas seoss oo Fnbe
el @ nipashoge, Chaokos Dot InteTmet
T bus targd L L L EMTpREanl (UEsCn:
30w fn sy w0 N ool and tebchera? [
sl argui nok, Hul e can arl Wiz cghe
ey, Hetst a preial change in the porealmg &yE-
e, b Keap wp walh the sdoemaion s
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Education system, Al and social media

| A call to rethink education and regulation in an Al-driven world to
safeguard creativity, fatrness and himan thought,

B0 40 kidsp mace with the cew.ape scono-
my: We kave o imagine 3 future wherein
we might naed 1o 00 sy with the tonoept
i:f 2 degres, except in cases of professional
degrees such as w and medicing scoondy,
the corcepl of & cliss or & grade might be
schiaid thanily, Al models seed 0 be -
Enrparatad it oo lesming.

There peeds to be an effort bo tap oo
the unprecedented flow of information 16
the comman pobfic and the breakdoen of
krvwledge Tograrchy, For this, theneneeds
to be sarly specialisation for sludencs, &
chid wemring o et msic, of pHEy & ot
e apedalise ¥ & particular sciepos shject
oughe ko be given all the possible exposure
with the kalp of the internel e Al apast
from che besic learning at schoal, & that
srudenbs 4re Nt ondy able to pursos Whet
thezyr trutly e Bl 3166 have the cppartt-
fly 1o be the best al it &5 not lose oo
beczuse of the astwhile barrier 1 Enowd
edge and poedd teachers. This will hilgere-
&l an econcamny whese schooling will be-
o truly clasaless, and poopbe will have
the best ke egm| oppactunity 10 be spe-
ciatists in their domain, This will alsc helip
make leirning more fun and provide su-
dients with the cpparbenity to becak free
Frem Uk sbackies of the aducalicn syscem
and think mare creatively,

Arvficil intellipeece ¥l in Hme bring
entracrdirary benefits bo medical science,
clesn eniagy provisioms, environmaiiml is-
paes, and many other areas, But procisely
hecause Al reaies fadgements reganlingan
Enobving, pa-yi-undetermined finure, an

cemainry anid ambigaiy are mhecent i irs
esulte LNsemetsey, Che prrmarsSenl el
bigerce may be o misnomer. Th e sane,
thess mechines can solve oomples, S6em-
ingly atetract probless thal had prevously
vaelded Gnly to besron cogsetion. But whai
they So urpquedy s not thinkisg s harein-
fome: con oelved s eperieeced. Rethies it
i smpricedentad memirEaben a5l oo
prntation. Bacirsse ol i inherant dupenor:
ty in these Selds, Al 15 Boely to win any
game assigned it Bt for our purposes as
humass, the geTes are not only sbout win-
ilng; they are shoer thinging. By reating &
menthematicsl process & if it were & thoggh
pooosss, s ither trying so mimis tat prce-
eam punssives o minely accepnag i na-
guks, we ime i dager of eeng e ety
that bas been the sasence of Imn coge-
tinn, Enfghtenmesg etsrted with essental-
I¥ phifosophical maaghtd spread by 2 new
{echnology. Our period is moving in the op-
poemie diection. [t s genesed g pedan-
tizly doeminating recheclogy in scarch of 2
goading philesophy. Other coremtries bave
mace 41a maior radenal projece India has
nmpLﬂl:ﬂﬂiﬁ.ﬁ}‘ﬂhmﬁnﬂrm
ita full scope, sluded it mplicoziong, o -
gun the prodees of dtmete leaming. This
i b greesn & Feggth revtional pricnicy mbere
4l trom the peint of view of relateg Al s
Fasianistic traditions

Gigwernments need W k] up iper-
ti3é i araficial imefipency o Uaay cin makie
imfiprinéad e s and regulabcns that respond
fo 1B e Ledhinolage They'll need o
ey Wil misdonmatin and despities,

gersEMy Chrears, chamgpes 1o the ol nmn
ket, and e wrpect on education. To o
just ome exarmple: the lw nesds wobe clesr
absor wihdch uses of denpiaies ar: ligel and
b o deeplakes abould be bteefled
everyone understands when scmeching
chéyre seeing or hearing (s ol geonrme.

Podiicsi hesdiers well pead 12 be aquipped
10 Barve mformed, thougheful disfogue with
Lheir commtituenas, They will aled peed 1o
decide hoe mvoch cocollabsene b otler
COREFTiRS 00 CHEAn Mees Yersss gomg i
Ake,

Finally. thére pught o be serous
thought given o how AL can be Sesded i
with |earning for childres. ChatGPT hat
had its Ewreks moment e providisg us-
Ty with Jw-deopping schutinns to their
prompls. Now the s=nous qoescon tar
DEgs an answer is whether we jlow Al o
ke over che mUman Sofdissinass, L
us net be miscaken because ivdoss pose o
meruois thedal Alter all, 1t is not che dete-
gzion. of the menial and mechanics) ses
of remembering phome TS oF g 12
3 machine. T‘ru :u ffadsbion md.emm:
Tmmaimnmmuuum.m_hlwiu
e i eomomy and e aduction s
temm gives il = sill in s incuption mement.
However, legisiarion guverning sacal m-
S5 gt ko have es searhedy (or the o'
maement and tor AL, it oagiy ba have treases
Wie wiat we had for nisckear armaments
We are Touly in 5 very inberascing e ind
U generaton of studenes thgp dr Lo comé
wll herve 10 dizal wevth Lnpeses s
I;||:1.1I'H.1.l-».| i
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Theempty classroom crisis: Why are students staving dway‘?

FURGAN GAman rradenig Nl pramamn g praatuas e eaes o indoee decples. Barr Srademu and
By wilr iy be  dew s il wwy L
Her Trﬂmnhtllnﬂ-—"-um it vkt i, o by norphovsin, Wiy thar, 4o dhy eacl i mmmuu-mm
Iernirs has beeoms dae h;d:t:m urel adminEvilen  vetoes Insairs- ehatea balbeirre n oo
nami el Ibr-;’": e vl e cachaer, Thep h: i—lnl:_brm:"::*n Hﬂw oy = mwmr' ::_'ﬂlu:kmlllll:':qluruq
soslortinon I AR, IR rirwale] ek .m ‘ e dyn when seiem bad vk il crmaahles, o b il
iﬂﬁ'ﬁHbmmm mllmrﬂtﬂ:m-huh-l F"' wk e ey iy :n: ar mnmw‘:‘r::nm
ek MR- Jevhuren and bewp faen mgaged Thair  aes wre i pube dvudibde Theie raske  raygoing, Safierg, orn erecioremg pre 0 diogrec. Thas
hil ﬂrmhmﬁq i e ﬂmﬂ';;-m ﬁzdﬁd—“ L TT . mira o e
W1 T [l T 'M'-:hd.n.:—d'n Eul o Ilq.h' thm Emarsdmyu s Windos
JaiaiEel- wered bo leve lirdeo Yo [her orrsrdoer teer e i of sra- cir iran crecprhang ssdir sl o —t-:'l:lqrr:hhll “m!?;:m::rmw |iq::l.uh'h.lmrll'wd¢
Sagernsbamooviamona bogrrimued  Amm + e 1 hwir FOE Lhey o oreckn An ey Mew Al ek e claea?
ks cpanlity Areureross  Fer heans B their waching, Dedoes-  For oo, tha Wlior bee e blamssd Br wlrnin ey o b In B dosdernd Bark of Crolle AHCE Chicmsaahy o uedimum sy o 1he
;[E,l_;]]rns?-qlnmﬂdm‘ﬂiﬁ asthaterorers pass the ciore iy mabdneg  diorsotieg sraderns froms fe clueovam, b g di go ko regeore ledizi relimig m#:h'lr-mn'l-'rwr-l’rl--
i culkegges, pheluding the T prescg: mwﬂlﬁ:lwm 'Irld-nh:dhe%::wl‘mm:?mn Wmmd—xhu:-ﬁ mahladb, ay ::
ofthe rasnmioms of Edsrare  Theis e bwprrech:  |miovred ivceid Fail we oaepleinimape aepeal ikt sp L are Imgtar
;‘n‘mmwhn uwﬁﬂ':-wm Emragrs Sl o P e sy ghiboranand sharposy 1Tk plvd srree mad gesd irvrmien mrbnﬂ:rur‘l.h.-m mrizey
for ranenforonreradance, calling - by shaleis i searcey eagige them 1 Somsanges duiwichoy andisders (e ccidung kg proces i defckmt - promia el a g s
s ' i i wrw sbardme weh wm i “ﬁm‘-ﬁﬂ - : ""“;.:;‘.T':.’ATE";::‘"‘
m". |‘Il'd "W =T e T mw mradeny pnil Ewwwched 0 o a
i O fhe i ool i ! bmrmg, e, wd g o thet Gosanemie dua ot e e Ll FI'MI aiimn
L1

i i foararp il wndme bor frne, ey pid eFa0L ol (o oooller Bl e el o TR B TR pPRE [
i degren. Even Sit el oy mmmm e, oo . Bcarmeert bieweit: he Wl sed Wiy e arsdenay: ontimer el il e Llierting of Wi 2l o
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The case for Bengali as a ‘classical language

F oothe ove of Pedn
Halsakh, Bengal Mew
Year's Day, the ques-
Hop of Benpali as
rmaitn in
themr.hqwﬂurmae?lrmﬁ-um

narrow-minded 2
Ie it the Bengali | whase
nresent and Fotuge arg

In 3004, the [adian govermment
decided {0 create a new Calegnry of
langusges & ‘clasgical’ detérmin-
g specific criteriz on the Brstiy:
ity ol a language amd the nate
of extanl Gteratoes in §L Tame
g0l this recognition that year The
writera were revised 1 305, walh
the "entguiny’ requirernent rased
Itam one ¥esETE 10 & mink-
U of 1,500-2.000 Years. That vear,
Sanslerit joined the ranks of ‘clas-
sicall, with Eannada and Teluey
following sudt in w08, Malapzlam
in#13, apd Colla in %14 And then,
In Doiaber 2034, this prized stans
Bas apconded  simultaneously g
Marathd, Pall Prafril Assamese
the nmir o ity et U

niimber of “recegmised
Irdlian classical languages tosbmven,

Traditiorally, 4 ‘classical’ lap-
HUAgE |3 8 prestigio, ofien areient,
language. ke Latin or Sanskrit

whilch in [ndian history have usg-
ally entailnd & pasition of nferioe-
ity ar powerlessness in relatian ta
‘damipant’, ‘cesmopotilan’, or ‘clas.
eleal’ languages. Yet, the sssectinns
of Hnguistic Mentity in oodonia)
Indhin — and their bl cation in the
Eletonic of community, histary, and.
ierTilocy — funed thess vormacy.
lar’ langaapes into powerfial veini-
cles that coudd appear o rapresent
and spealk fur hithersn uprepresent-
ol gronps. 1t was this that snaped
the 3 | m I!Eﬂrl'lIﬂ
thie :?:m wﬂ:]!mw&ﬂﬂ[ mew Mn-

paiste pEevinees bodh Before amd
alfer 1547

N erneculsr  prind culhures
'1;1', mushronmed  [n Aifferent
parts of India from the s

ond halfl of the 15th cenmury an
wirds and hag & critical rale e the
criatton of myhlic spheres i -
lpiial Indsa In mary regwns ke
Tamil Madu, Maharashira. Pangsh,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Keraba,
Cumrat and 50 oo — whach, at the

Jayania Sengupia is
Diresctor, Afipore Musaurm;
jsengupt @ gmall cam

e o E——

JAYANTA

1y, This tervitorial elemeni would
later provide the spatial subeanen
of the movements [t LEngissic
siazpe,

Interestingly, in Bengsi — wiih
i5 vibraat, vemeoalar prind cul
Ture = tha project of writdng the
histories of langusage and beranrs
s unconnectsd with a quest for
an aubmones ferciadal denis
1y, Bengalis, becauss of Lhir sariy
N¥POELTE tn s AN b dom-
inate the Empire's subnordinate b
remueracy all the way Fom Punjal
b Assam, Unsurpeisingly, Odis and
Assamess lingaistic movements —
which eventuafly took teericrial
dimensbans — originally amarged
in respanse in what was perosbved
a5 Bangall ‘sub-colonialism®

Bur ihe history of the Bengall
SEmpusge and  Merature. ineliad-
g s 'un.gigjmri:i'ﬁm )]
trousght inta the seeviee of seelding
& berritorial foothald for the comespt
of ‘Bengaliness’ because this was
never an agenda fior Bengal, With
Empmgmhsmmm piteh

aeq -2
s B b
Bihar in 1856, the Bengali vermae.
ular inellipentsin dedn't have to
formulate  xpanshen Clsagined

1h.el.:r] mﬂmhﬁ
Eitil
expresiions toothkssrieas colordal
ared postealanisl commissions thel
decided on  BeTBiAslerenrgy|-
mdorg. For, willynilly, Bengal
was o the other Sde of the tahle
being forced o part with barpe
thumks of eeriory, mast notably
during the o Parttons of 1906
il 1947

In wisting the frst hisory of
the Bersgall larguage and lisershars
i the 1580 ﬂaﬂmemr_!.&mla;
Duneshchandsa Sen, was driven n
by ary praject of ethislingaistic
regionalism tut by hus deep love of
Waishnzsan and Mongaikeiso lit
eraruse Sen described the Bengak

The British Library
Sript pe having  been erived
from seripis prevailing during the
Sy [ruptas in the gih by CF
Bough be referred s a Buddhist
leil Latitodsmrn Suern, o claim
thalt ibe languapes and LCripta
learry by Gt Buddhs {&fron
S cenbary BOE) included soemg-
thing called Bangalipl’. Sen's ol
labaragnr n this ques, Haraprasad
DaEld,  collecind manuscripts
nf Charyapodn:, mystical fa T
from Vajrayana Buddhiz hdicione
il etasiorn lindin, that were wrien
Eatween the Bth and 130 cenfuriaes
CEin AhshaHa s soct af proto:Ben-
BRl The linguisl, Muhammad
Shahidullah, wha worked 25 Saps
ressaicly assistani during 191597
puthed (b antqubir of (his pree
to-Bengall of the Chorwrpardis sven
Puriher back to the 7t ceabury CE,
whiile alau citing Bengali (e con
kained i an Ath-cenmury Sanskeie.
Chinese dictionary He smughil i
repldiaie the claimy made by the
tircguutai, Sunic Kamar Chistterf), in
his menumental, two-wiline Tha
Origin and  Developmers o the
Bergeeli Lovgungs (1906, 1hal con-
crede pvidenoe of Rangali becogiing
& dstnctive language dids't axdss
badora the Nith censioy CF
llmlt's b ioderesting o see that
original application documen
from West Bempal for Betiglis
‘classical” slatus elaimed thar ihe

~iilustrates with absalie
cartiinty that Bangly mesr Agee
baen the & oo i nacatian

S severl ceninries bafve fealumn

Bl
o Bein
claime Bl
Emiein {he case in metinens of im-
Aginedh ‘peacemaking’ thal kaws his.
Iuri::.uu:m"ﬂaduwuum-:(rmm
al denty and provinedal ausnomy
moveEments

Wesl Bengal seems tg b 1
dertakan 2uch & monimantal intar-
mm'ﬂ;}]u’mrﬂ&“ inestabiisling
1= SN Bengall pecple
snd the Bengali langyape and [ier-
here — deploving the mathods of
Al - EpiErmaphy. anthrapal
pay, history, loyngiseies apd lider-

Questions of origin

SENGUPTA

Ary sfudies — for, arguably, the firss
time in kistary, And thas boo with the
obfective of gaining A glans — twn
decaides after Tamil and ooe afer

thecredically,
b bnng in modest gains, lke 8 cog-
e of ‘majar ntermaticmal swasds’
e venr for scholars, a ‘Cenrme of
Excellnnee’, snd a fow 'Profescicons]
Chales' for the language. to be cre.
ated in an unspecified fature by the
Uiiversity Orants Commission in
b Central unsversities, Al & tme
when adversarial Cenre-state o
letians comlinue to gride Bengal's
fabric of higher education and the
UGE fiesil sinres & an unpestain
Datare, it weatdd be s Jesp of fith for
Bengal’s mamiso 1o ride on thess fow
crumba of unguaranberd comfoo.

e anvbodiy's guess wiwethar the

order af awarding 'clessical

Hame & skewed B faounr of
“riandly’ states. But he application
Procees choioualy imvobves a log of
cinmpatitlve lobbying, as can he seey
m the pressing parliamentary qoes-
tonE eonstandly raised by legisia-
lees about whether (he governmen
£ considering: grantng ‘classial’
shafiis 1o such and sgeh Anganges
I wre exsctly Thbess kinds of bag-
BAlting arl negodstions thai drome
ihe demagis for linguiste staiss bn
the Ith century and are mow ing
regnaciad an a much |pooes tagh
Changes i the elipibdlity criferia
niroduced By the Cantral govern
ment — m0sl idabiy, the snhanpe
mens of the mitimwn “anBquiy
requimement’ from 800 yeses im
N o 15002, 0000 vears aj pressnt
— buarve alen poshed candidats stabes
wmrds svor mome deparabe amd
mmjeciural origin theories sbaus
Heir languages wisich can seme.
fites deviaie froem pearreviemd
aeaEdemle researeh.

The Minding that & ‘clasgicar
£8bus brings 14, ofien, & pirtance T
eite T hecend agamples, Odla ared
Mslavalam hoth recaived this starus
in H114, bai in the decade sing then
2ol have reveived an average an
emal sum of aroured Bz 38 lakh fae-

iryg o fgures givin by tlys Press
Lformation Busean), Can this, as
the mindstry of culture claimg,
e gl s

P eration,
digitizarion, of EncHat berts in thess
languages”, ard “gererate joks in
Breas suwch a5 archwving, marala-
oo publishing, ard digisal media™
Wil Bengal recetve sven (hat muaih,
Hmm]hmanmw}mnmunhu
dﬂﬂhﬂmﬂmuﬂthmuimm
BCLS are Kept on hobd? This, again,
B anybedy’s guess One ooly bepes
thar the laboriously | wnl-
ume that the Closspy) Bangla appli.
UanEnt Mepresn by doesn T
mrn our 1 be much ado abgut a br
e somaihing el vl
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Themany Indiasinour
knowledge stream

Knowledge cannot be
defined within confines
of aunified system,

bypassing regional
traditions and languages

MAVMEET SHARMA AND
SUSHANT KISHORE

e Mational Education Pra-

gramme 2000 passionately #n-

ViEams o ﬁnm'um'r:&;ru weareall
ginbal estizeme, a prododnd
cominmes o krsmwledge deeply root-
el in '[ndian ethos, vakoes, and cuhare,)
Hinveever, thisvision deliberancly disre-
gards the vibrant pheealicy and diver-
sity af [ndia. The Indian
Eyurem (IKE) is smplistically belled
as the Sanskrit Koowledge Svavem,
disregarding ihe rich and diverse his
tarical narpazives char medieval India
biax o offeT,

I respmse to these terms of refer-
ence, the LS has taben decisive action
ty Iesuing comprehensies guidelines
rimed ot incorporanng indien kmowd-
edge inba the Bhric el higher education
The guidelives asserwith urgenay that
“w ot expedmously mplement the
palicy prescriprions” makang 0 clear
thatall instirutions aze mandated toen-
gapein resenrch on K5, This research
5 e TmeeTedy an apgioe i imperatve
thar THE becomes o loundaianal ele-
miens woven itdo the cdrriculs of our
schals, colbeges, and Irstnmions af
higher learming,

The mode] curmculiom’s Grst iir,
“Incroduction to ERS,” se1s the ball of
agemuda palling: ir s in ‘rhrall’ of the
mythical Bharatmssha (oot simply
Bharar), 2 kingdesn of Blarst, one of
thi: Talxded aneostors of Ram.

Promoting India’s rich ingelleenisl
heritage 1s cemmendahle, bat 1t rads-
&5 critical concerns that wust be ad-

drsssed. The currsabums bread defi-
nitions of “Indian”, "kneede dge”, and
" sk eversim ng Lndda’s
ingelleomnml diversity. “trachi-
an™wath apcienl Sanehel and el

repineel cemtribution. For caample,
the curricufum highfights *Yedic rei-
erenced bimeals and meeal worlong ™
and "The Viedic Corpug,” representmg
only anesrandal Indian chough. The
Sanshon fosus, withschofaralike Char-
sk, Susruts, Aryabhacs, and Parmi,
marginaises other istellecrual eradi-
cHIns

Furthermese. although tse curme
uluen ackmrowledpes regions] adapa.
tons od epie narmanves like Mareaye-
e sl Mol aracn, o lails to gl
equal recopmeiean W independenaly
develuperd regrinalsprens of thoughn,
This Isck of balance ke sencoas
questinns, especially covsidiring ehe
sranimorerraiEl romineal of A K Ramae
jaivs essny. T Flumdeel Moo pauus

from the Dethi Unbversioy curriculom
The guidelines' exclugive approach 1o-
wards the Hindu-5anskrit knowledge
system hardly reflecrs the man oo mul-
tifaceied legacy,

Themode] ourriouluam s narrow dels-
nirtiom of “¥mewledee™ heavily Lvours
Brahmindcal cexers, which risks side-lin-
ing vitad fnlk cradithons, oral hiseries,
and rich noo-tesmeal wisdom. While
sk carriculumn righaly highliphs dis-
ciplinessuch asmathemarics, asmonor
my,metalturgy, and classical Berature,
it inadequately recognices che signif-
icance af mdgenaus environmenl

, erahamanship, and social
GERamisation praduices. Additonally,
an overemphasis on elite schokarly
mradimons - like the six Vedangs - and

A

philosophiral memphyseal contépls
{Pave Vinya and Apeng Vi) lepds s
tocwerlook the diverse and essencisl as-
pertsal our mowledge systems,
Presenting Indian knowledge a3 6
umified srstem marks an oversmmplit
cation of its imricaze and dynamic ma-
ture. The curricuhim predominandy
prioritises mainstream radmons, po-
sentially reinforcing enmrenched power
f}ﬁ:. Albough there are mininal
s 00 Creats an mmlﬂu of in-
elasivity — lilre the mention of motable
fernale scholars such as Maitreyd and
Lm.rm or the mrhuh‘-'nn of “nther Indi-

'thmnﬂmrﬁﬂrun
I:
LT ml

nhu. 4 riciiry fonoos rimmnine
5 2nd textn, expecislly
those in Sanskrir, while sllowing she
rich intederhml legacies in languages
like Tamil, Puli, and Persian tofsde ot
the backgronnid.

Mareover, the curriculum’s st
ture raises significant podagogical
conesTng Itz emphasis on reverence
and preservason, Tabey than loster-
ing critical engagement. isglaringlyap-
parend. Far example, when il presems
the idea of “the licg 45 the protector
of Dharma,” it deedes the possatnlicy
of crincal analysis. A ruly invigerat-
ing academic framewark should spur
analysis, debate, and even oribgue
of historical knowledge dystems.
Unlortenaiely, many secions simgphy
nffer 2 listof b2ams oF cunevpis withowm

ml:l.'d.lragu'l,gdaepzrmquhj'

Thes' mpded curricalum s
imiderestimates thevadue al comparsng
Endian knmwledge syestemns with those
from around the warld, witich ooukd
unravel profound msghts and stm
ulate critical thinking. By nt_g]ev:l:ln.z
ta explore these sysiems within cher
hatarichl conexiE, we miss 3 vieal op-
partunity for deeper engngemend and
undereranding. Morecver, there is a
nanceabde lack of dialogue ahout haw
ancient ideas can be scrutirosed andred-
evantly applied to modern mowledge

and comiemporary chalienges.

Curricula short on confext
The curriciia clearly demonsraze an
eraphssis on the doomines of pumpes-
fury [hioly fand) and girrbbemy (Fa-
theriand], vel ihey glaringly overlook
significant contributicas from Bud:
dhizm, Lokaya, and Sikhlsm. Even
.'a.ll'ds.n'.l:'sz:i'rrn noly A CUTSOry Mengion,
highdighting the narrow scope of the
curticufum. Furthermare, Use rans-
bormative Blsaki and Sofi movernems,
which playeda crucial rolem redefiming
the idermcy of Endia, are regrettabiy al-
sept, mast likely doe 1o their Ges o the
midiewnl perind
Arrhe endd, the curniculacfferacom-
prehensive reference list featurmgeen
bk, This list indludes three books by
Dbaramipal and four by the dwa of 1 K
Tajajand M DSrnivas, whoarerusoees
ol the Cenire for Folscy Shudbes, alang,
with Grvindacharys, Bafbir Puryj, aod
athers, Momhbly, mles such as Bferar
aman by Sunil Khilnani, Terming she
Poe, Thieg oive Lang by Eanchs Daish,
and Medveming e Repubiic by A
mischandra Gusha are conspicucusty
absent. Their amiztion & B
deliberare choloe dhar overbonks vical
peerspecrives essemtial for a radional
umndergtanding af pur sociere
Hﬂmu:mundnmmﬂnmurm
Inmwdsdze nemtemes i umdenizh
ik, che cusrscusham does noc snfBcenthy
acklress bow e idens can odopt 1o
andinfurm preseat-day isues. This Fail
ure risks condfining this "I'Iﬂh‘fﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂ Dl'ﬂ
sfatic §tabe, rarthey than
sﬂhfﬂ.nlnrhdemhwbudjdﬂmuﬂ
T truly o sTudery, s thug
meed o curriculum thar encourages
FignrGus arsalyais, mear oompar-
is0as, and a srong COTINEEL,
enabling them o conmert past Weas
with the camplexities of the modern
wirld. Swch an approach will not anly
despen their understanding but ko
rnuﬁp them 1o ackle contemporars
with creativity and msight
ﬁre-.:mmjum SErives tocistvete thie
ksl ‘Indmn’ oetren - one with 1 wind
e from fearan d bead held high e
i g e0 Bavee drifeed of cowsse, be-
comig engmardd m che polmea agen.
i o Hingdisown, snd mxlocmnanon
Moy feocles or e Comeral
Elavaterey of Famnocfr Proden,
Fierlwehn s Ny ot e Voo

Mg o Teching
© fogel "F“'""l":"{"': -
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To become truly
developed by
2047, India
mugt bridge
economic divides,
decentralise
governance,
and invest in

its people —
expedially

the unseen

ond unheard

Beyond Economics

MILLENNIUM POST (P-8), 15 APRIL 2025

T P . = H T I ! I!TIFI
udia’s vivion for 2047 can’t vest on GDP alone — it mst lackle inequality. empozer foc

hodics, st rengthen cooperative fedevalivue, and pul cftizens af the freart

ikshit s 2047 jeprocns
ll“-'l\full'n.rlnr |rl|' K],
ettibusdpiing baliss commiingn
I et g an |;||II-H. Ty
Prreeshimgse, durcially apoteble and e
mlllll.'!'ll“:,‘ sustarabde naiis, umiler
Pt |‘-l.' tangarsl gieernance. This
annr b g inarks g crilical jrhawm
Indias rew desclnpmerial pomey, whic
by i 1w 1950 ey the pasi 75 pean
brwlias eciminmis landsiape bas under-
e & profound mel s Urwpic
chal J.pmrdhyrhuumqr# I
heing the 18 Lingest cevnomy Rlshally
Indis has caisgnilted o the dith postion
Mcordisg 1n Price Waler Coopers projes:
o, India 1 puoisand o becie the worlds
Third | rgesst e nonmy as ey s 1100, waly
£ LD potenilally werpassing ihal of the
LIS ey T Thaig revvaambbdy prorveth s
pechury s underscedd by g upnifice ol
e gt séctor (o 56 percani e 1
e vl while the servige “n:l.urh.ﬂ.np;-
themspd H‘pm:lll?'nwﬂl.mﬂmg
for e 50 iy cent o the coumirk GO,
As ke paftkon slrives Tor “ppﬂ ELi T
grosth, 8 s nvigate the oimgeniiies
nfnudan:bk&ﬂﬂnwunﬂ.&dmnn-
namic prognons with esvieonimenial sl
anid i e il egquing
Esomepmi Etwheiinn and
tllgﬂ.ﬂ Lumvermnaroe
Iniizs sirkdes b coongerec inclugin,
digstal gosernance, and susn e divel-
il are nodewor by, The Peadhan Man.
£ han Dbvain Yogasa [FHE0) has hemgh
e S mvihion penple s e Srmal
lamking wystem, with o o proficang foous
o1 cerpuarTing women, who bl oeer
35 per conl o ihese ooosuns Indish dig
fal poblic infrastrechu, mcding Aal-
Seusr el i), has recetred aocdems, LIPA
beni becomee & prefirnad mode of fraass
listi, Witk netarly 08 per cenl ol indieidials
if furaland semi urEm arcmnptng for i
Tl gowrrmme it s sl digri hicad prog:
fein i harsesiung rerewabile energy wel
awer 8 per Lot ol power Cagacity camng
fram ran-knsl el sources, ssrpasd g the
Parbs Aggtcemend largeis
e, concmme anse paganding the
vk sveciaed with increaung depen
deney - the dignieation ol goeerance,
wecenling Ferined wpmces for ciflaema 1o
conpibam, penkii, wrad e SCooum:
Wi, b vl as o phersecurany riska i
gl Al spmiens. T abilres licsr
dlvaibeigon, it o bl o plemeTH it
auares il s svcfodve poveisanaeanil
ilfedmathes ¢ rhe rseciiniy stesines. Ingbab
‘radershep capacy o ishrragional boems
ke e 60 b shemcased s crissmiiimaeni
o systainable dewhjummi and ecomik
At The Mew Education Puboy aima s
upskell ihe werbdiene. preparing e dor
1R puebrs of e 20% confury: I progies
Erwan achiering the Sustanabfe Devel
a1l vl {50HG5 ) s podable, with
HOrE |Radvase from 57 in 2008w 71

02T -M, Hoiwever, thones sall mucs work
e bz e, perticularty in oeeas lika: pove-
erly mecuclion, gendcs sguality, ard e
ronmenial s Laivcahibiy
Sustaisable Develapment snd Tnioma-
tienad Leadervhip

Scardinavian couniries ofer vahable
besinsnn for Iy susairbaling aenida.
Forway's sustainabie gevemance midrl

Lk e agstimalia grvernance

cant erisure sustalnabl: coonumic devel
pmienl. et s ramedl puli-
Lk pivadiuc rlrlllﬂhf:n'lmr MOIFCER
whil Swedens cecular soonomy mosdd
minimies wonde and Makiines e
E'E-H-Tl-'r\- Frtonias EEed e el
showanes e flactve e of lecheakogy
redhice birea cracy, increae e o pasency,
wud enhance citizen engaprmient, Indias
sdmministralve spsiem, howeves, needs
refares. The sssve exarminn of depan
maends iy ihe ceiral gowerrenent, curseith;
rmimibering 51 minnires and depeniments,
bebeal 1o fragmentatine with in aned aceos
sty In cormipes bon, couniris bt
LA, China, Comada, Germany, Franag
lapa, Audeala, und the Philippins kave
Mt sheambmed admirsialba syalems
Crogperalive Federalism and Governorar
Relurms

Tir pmccesehal Ip lipleinei e ik
rairan lqﬂl'llﬂ-Il'H'"I- should Incis an
stiengirning i s St wyslems, entancing
mmultl-bewl gowernianoe. algnog odye-
11 with hscal o bor s Proameiig Lajue
iy bnokding, aaf dering pubdc. privie
partngrships, Indus cororalive lederal
st i e al bl e framng acive SIS
patini Viukin ol g off ROV T T Thé
roreing disremt e ofrpeaition saled
slales an ismies hke the Mew Fowenting
Plicy |IIF|'I|-ﬂ.|I|'- the need lor 'I'JI"F'-"‘-'
amil cooperaiion. Indigs lncal bodies have
irsdied srcived @ oW ke o ik dnce

the 1992 conslibational gmendments.

which almed lircreale PrC sy slruc

Tures fr Citiden ey peerest and enhance

Ermresparency in guvernance. These hocal

Ferpearing el mabil ity eguinn ol oo | ed cparcerh

CHRHT v [

Iuslies, akosg with Uil Soclety-Based
Chrganvamsans U NSO, played s vilal pole
i ik g e W10 149 challenge, dem-
onstraing the efectiveres of collabarg-
e povernance, The devuligion of funds,
et aned functionanas %1 8 lalr g
crnmeerits 54 digsillcand chalerge. Moy
slile gowrimeenis are e Lanl 1o dhreniee
these smmulianevashy, hmderng the effe:
v implerentation of polickes Sanmpth-
enting kowal guverieenis, such as gram
sabhas in kg and ward commiltees,
b abr covemitial fon citieen engagement
The Right 5 Infermation el pro
wldes fer mandatoey diednsgee of -
e ins B0 cll a2 i The powern raeei shiculd
Rake ihe =hiative in hr\-_|'|.'::||_-||-|1| ety
gremspa logeilicr o prevminte this core
Inckins expetien e with cooperative fed
eralinm has Been misnd T wedflerss nhe
ithalkenges facng Indist conperativie tid-
eral sisiemn ol the bocd ksl dnother
reu el ol sombieone anendmemis may
Do weecemsary. This cotild manber erdanc
ing Jdlr!,l.h' betw thie cendne an i stabes,
Imvesiing In caped f-buldeg programs
|oir re gl governinends, and encour-
ipng civl seciety engapensess. The Bt
Forvamce O iisen’s Gl dom s in a5
sl gonr fesigiils share i bax devalstum
By b0 percentigge pavings s 3 step i 1
right direvion The PHRE s
W 5 hutn caisd conserns, particalany
Feparlin The daspropas it |'||rd-nF
reorrvel by Terper clates, ulink L )
e e Imbalimce  eesatnde sBocaion
Frpsnsening hical pove ressents b5 cracial
e prriling scap i baleralian This
camt b2 scieve] by enhang irg thetr deo
it-moaking posers ared increaing their
bt wl mes rrarced Ry _'-ll|_||-\_'\-\,l-|"= hese
chalenges and promealing uooperaiv o
eraltzat, Indiaan fouter e eBectne
rrvem e and achecve 1 dirvednpmieny goal:
fedkctiomaly, cerralized 388 uftes hin
der sises abiky o addres speciic neads
unakerzniming thetr senanry in P
divune decimons. Tre Inter-Staie Con

aof Lorernanee

i, which has begarse dfunct, should be
diiciss thesr CONCETTR
rwived o eality and Social Mobility
'|||-|||J¥.Iuh.' ramkinsg I I'l1'-"-|'-'"|"!" and
sl mohality indices 15 8 presing con
gern, The Waeld fnguality Rapr 3""-';
Inajﬂ'ldlll-: Tiialias stark clispargics, wil
the o L per cent amd | per cent of the
popiditian hobding 57 per cerd ared 22
per cerd of the pationad income. respec-
tivehe, Thee eealth disirdsation in Indis
iw alen highly shewed, wath agqet-cists
Hindus cwmasg 48 per cinl of the <oun
bry's wealth In ¢ arzaoin, Scheduled
Tritses amd Hindu % nked Castes own
nnky 27 per cent and 76 per cenl of the
propere respectreely To tickle thes i
puritkes, India seeds 1o establish o ded-
caied office wmder the Prime Minisier’s
d‘Liitr I pinnilor B areple e lalinn of
the Wikshii Rharat programme, similar
s tn Mbakoyrsia, Pedionesia or the US4
Additionally, & e pod of Cabinet Sac
Felwry rank should he oreated e emaure
high fevel burmemine coardinstion The
P anoracy E reluctan e i soured ok bamal
eEperis In peavrnance g ugniticast chals
fonge: Lateral entey bos been accepled as 4
poly, bl peopress hasbevn b, Trreprs
g i bl nhﬁlllf gl res amiukes - faceed
approach, inchaling ieciessed ivedoneni
in educution, pressatiog of aphical
mobikty, g on yoath develspment and
l'l'l'ﬂrll'l!nll.llul'lllll.n::“:' prrbecTion nies
sures. By aididressing thess contcerms and
irmgpdermenting tapeiad initistves, lndiz
i ik sy reduc ing inegualing sl
inproang socal mobiline. lndiss wiwking
ape porulitian i expected fo S, Wil
ediiales singgesting & will reach A9 Py
et of the Sotal populoion by 3090 Ta
capeahre am this teend, Inda must revesr
1] |I..ﬂ|l.|'|.'\.'.""|u| partsadlary e woson,
s enhasse emplovabaliy and incerase
female labour tore participation rabes.
-"--I-Ir-r.wrl-p -|]a|:|l- weiedl patrarchy and
TIARERYTHY fcriacnal InFmposEniy weren
and promobay mchame prowsh. Bulicy
minives, sach as qools spsems i oo
basdies. Pariameni. and sigie ks nlaburss,

=11 hnk'-hurr ihia ch

Harnewing Deevidmd
Tis hamiezs s [LL TR E e

bralia shaouibd expasp e e papsils

Liory i Imvierac] it citTens. pathoer feed
bk, amal implesreesi T'l'\l"F"lll';'\- ellediny
demwang nspiratm from saccendyul md
€5 In Rtae il and Wesoo, The gy nesds
Lt s o s cathiom, kil dn:k‘ﬂi‘ih:l‘l'.
and healthcare 1o boost eophoyabsily and
provdhuctiviey. Iewdia's devilinprmeara #indli
2= puilingd i the Viksit Bharat vsjom
PSRRI 3 PTG aful 1 Ay upproach
[t counley needs to devebop a paditical
corseTs s on thise toust which van be
scieved thraugh multiewd decusedoes
By weorking together Indun @n creale s
arighier hitere for all ile onmeni
Fiews evpemsind are porseed
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Cultivating new
changemakers
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Does the Indian university ecosvstem share
the Trumpian approach to foreigners?

nearea in which US hasa yugetrade surplus is international
students India alone sent over 1.3L students in 2023-24. How

many make the opposite journey? Only 2893, according to
the most recent All India Survey on Higher Education, of 2021-22,
But per this data. only two other countries sent a higher number of
students - Nepal and Afghanistan. Other top source countries were
Bangladesh, Bhutan. Nigeria, UAE, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Sudan.
TlfH! list underlines how India. with all its higher ed limitations, is
still an attractive destination for students from its neighbouring
countries and from Africa. Potentially.

Not onlv has this potential remained unfulfilled, our performance
may be worsening. As TOI reported yesterday, foreign students’
enrolment at JNU has sharply declined over the last five years,
particularly from Saarc countries. Plus, it now has students only
from 8 countries, against 14 earlier. Why aren't Indian universities
living up to their potential? Put aside geopolitical events like
thefall of Hasinaorriseof Taliban. Then, thefactor that's

reallv kept our universities back is a Trumpian

7 approachto foreigners.
=1 Nepal sends max students to India. Yet, when
= a Bhubaneswar university's scandalous treat-
ment of Nepalese students made international
headlines in Feb, what was exposed was not an
accidental but institutional racism. This ten-
dency to demonise and/or see as inferior the
people who are ‘not like us' is spread deep and
wide across our campuses. As Trump 2.0
makes international students unwelcome in
US. it hollows the partnership that's yielded
countless scientific breakthroughs, plus put US at the top of the inno-
vation pyramid. Watching that wreckage from India should leave no
doubt that we need to walk the more time-tested and constructive path.
Trumpian policies are also assaulting university autonomy.
Refusing to take this lying down, Princeton president Christopher
L Eisgruber is publicly campaigning that it is academic freedom
and how it's atiracted the world's finest scholars that's built the core
strength of America. Is there academic freedom in India? The ease
with which seminars, movie screenings, faculty appointments et al
pet ‘cancelled’ suggests otherwise. Political appointments of vice-
chancellors are a dead giveaway that university autonomy is on a
shortrein inourcountry. Remember, secking toreplace one intellec-
tual orthodoxy with another is no service to knowledge. Yes, Indian
higher ed has great potential. But no matter how it sings, a caged

bird can't ever soar high.
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Why India urgently needs
to build its own Al systems

riifickal Intellipence (Al) is reshapiing

eovmaomibes and socicties at an unprec

edented pace. India faces an urgent

qucstiom: Will we take control of our
Al future, o will foreign-built models shapse
our econony, lnngages, amdd perception of his-
tory? Thie LS and China are i béllions of
dollars in Al entrenching their dominamnce.
Delay risks India becoming permanently
dependent on foreign Al miodels,

Inddia must immediately train its own Al
models, leveraging offshore computing envi-
ronments such as Singapore while rapidly
expanding domestic Al mfrasructure, We can't
wailt for Al supercomputers toget budlt in Endis;
we must act now with available resources and
srale as we build our own Al capabilities. This

is not jizst a technological ambiticin; i is an eco-

alerts, and povernmant subsidies accessible in
Bhojpard, Kanmada, and Punjabi, A similar
challenge exists in Indin's 60 millisn small and
micdium (SMIESR Al bools cam rove-
hutionize Iocal businesses but must function in
the kanguages enmrepreneurs speak.

This urgency extends o education and goy-
prnamee, If Al remains mapped ina handfi of
kanguages, it will fai to uplift underserved com-
munities, locking them out of the Al-driven
eoanomy. Students in rural India should have
Al tutors in their mother tongue. Citizens
shotidd Interact with government Al Sysems in
their langueage, nod bureaLcratic Argon

Some supeest Indis should focus on small Al
models for lesser-resourced languages. citing
cost and practicality. This approach 15 short-
sighted, While smafl models are cheaper and

e necessity, a cultural impera- eagber to fine-tune, pver-reliance on
tive, and & natonal security prioty. them risks a two-tier Al system —
[neflia's imteliociual heritage spaiis well-resourced languages receiving
Sanskrit mathematical treatises, advanced Al while ethers get sub-
Tarnil Sangam Literansre, and Bud- par tools. The belief that lasge mod-
dhist scriptures, among others, Yet, pls are undeasible for Indian langua-
much of this remains inaccessible 1o Arun gEs is 1::] ﬂ'ﬂwﬁfm' Itndh
i tralned : st [ at our
ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂmmu Subramantyan  jeuageslack data for cuting-edge
Al is trained only on English amd = — @.mﬂﬂmmﬂsa
Chinese sources, India’s vast histori- lirmdtation, we must actively address
cal and literary wealth risks digital erasure. 1t—_atpanﬂn1g;|1ﬂnuam1.gdnmxts&rrmmt
Many of [ndia's langizages share common Mmﬁwhﬂmhnm ]

ar structures, syntactic rules, and pho- Building an Al acosystem does not reguire

netic partermns, allowing Al models trained in
ame 1o scale efficiently across others, This lin-

¢ and cubtural interconnéctedness ena-
bles even less widely spoken Iang;__l.agi:imhﬂ
trained at the same fidelity as dominant ones.
These synergies allow India to build scalable Al
models faster than many multilingual rations
— but only if we act now.

If Inclia does not invest in its own AL foreggn-
built systems will determine what kmowledge
is preserved Western Al models misinterpret
Indian historical and legal concepts through a
colonial or modern Western lens. Chinese Al
mvociels Fabeely claim Arunachal Pradesh as Chi-
nese territory. Without Al grounded in Indian
history and values, we risk digital colonisation.

The next five years will determine Al super-
powers. Those who move swiftly will shape the
Al-driven economy. India stands at a cross-
roads — seize control of Al now or become an
afterthought in the global Al erder. Al could
add §500 billion to India's cconomy by 2030,
bur cnky if it serves all Indians. Nowhere is this
more urgent than in agriculture, employing
over 150 miltion people. Al can transform farm-
ing by making weather forecasts. pest control

immediate billion-dollar investments. The first
phase — training foundational modeds using
offshore compuie infrastructure — can be
arhieved with an investment of tens of millions
of dollars. This provides immedsate traction,
allowing India to deploy Al models while build-
ing domestic supercompuiing capacity in par-
allel. As these models penerate eoonomic vatue,
the second phase can be self-funded through
returns and government-backed Al adoption.
A simple projection: An initial $50 million
investment enabling Al-driven efficiencies
across agriculture, business, and education
coutld drive $500 million in GDP-tmpact within
two years. Relnvesting even a fraction of this
will sustain the next phase, creating a com-
pounding cycle of Al-driven economic growth.

Acting now secures India's place in the
Al-driven future. If India does not immediatefy
begin training its own Al models, it will forever
be an Al consumer, not an Al creator. The
waorld is looking for India to lead the way in
responsible and sustainable AL

Arun Siebramaniyan is founder & CEC af
Articul® AL The vigws expressed are persanal
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The approach to regulating Al in India

regulation of Artificial
Enmlﬁm AT have
EiIm signifcant
Elobial attention over :ﬁ:— sl vear
While the discourse has recemly
shifted from a focus on social
safery, inclusivity, and heman
Fights towards pricritising
Inmcreation and economic
ptsperity, only a few couniries or
regions have so far introdyced
I:m_-s i regulare Al These include
t_'hlna. the European Union.
Canada, Korea, Peru, and the .5
(though U5 President Donald
Trump has now revoled former
President joe Biden's Exacutive
Order related 1o the utifisarion of
Al Several countries, such as the
LLE., Japan, Brazil, Cost Rica,
Colombia, and Pakistan have drad
Ellls AWRiIting approval from their
respective legislative assembliss.
A moTe cofmmaon approzch
globally has been the publication
of 2 policy or strutegy document
that enatlines the country’s
intentons, plans, budgets, and a
road map for leveraging Al to
foster socdo-economic
development, while ensuring thar
the resultant growth is indhusive,
ethical, and sustainable. Ao 85
countries and the African Union
have published same official
(watonal) Al Strategy documenis.

India"s approach
India, however, appears {6 have
maken a different approach. It has
peither an officially approved
Matonal Al Srrategy document nor
A law speciboally regulating Al
Instead, it has focused s
TESOUNORS O 3 @overnment
miesinn designed o suppaort the
development and adoption of AL
The NIT] AayoE document tded
‘Matfonal Strategy for Artifcial
ineelligence’ from 2008, while
comprehensie and stnong in s
SiggEestions, remiins a
recornmendzton withour formal
endorsement from the
Gewernment of India or an
implementation plan or budget.
The IndiaAl mission, through s
seven pillars, alms o foster an

innovative, skilied, safe, and

Tulika Avni Sinha

Senior ®elsarch
Fedicw |Dasa
Bormtimdnce, Brivay
anid &l

Warld p\-'ll.'-!q:r T

There are
VAFHILES
approachies (o
AR governance
and regulation,
and valuahle
lessons can be
drawn from
b different
couniries
worldwide have
handled data

regulation and
Halicies

imestwarthy Al ecoiystem. Several | market disruptions, or the

mitiatives, sisch a8 o foundational | patental cvbersecarity and

Al o], are i the pipeline. An peivacy risks driven by Al This
advsary group of expens is fack of discussion is especiadly
currefitly working to develop concerning in lght of the faor thas
recommendations for governancs | India bas already experienced

several instances of violence and
sacial harm, largely fuelled by
Al-generated content om social
media platforms in recent years

frameworks that could be suiiable
for Indla. But tsere k= Nmiged
clarity regasding whether these
recommendations will be adopeed
inte official governance policies or

integrated as interna| Lessons o be drawn
mechanisms. | There are various approaches 1o
While there are sevetal benefits | Al governance and regukation, and

| waluable lessons can be drawn
frum how different countries
worldwide have handled data
rl,.-gl,:laﬂl'.‘ln and pulll:il.-:.. W the
genpaolitics, economics, trade, and | Digital Personal Diata Protection
clizen sentiment — it also leaves a (DD Act, 2023, the Govermment
signiificant gap. Specifically, it does | of India has adopted an approach
ot provide 3 comprehenaive view | similar tothe EU's General Dats

to this approach - prmardly the
Aexibility to acapt plans i
response to the evolyving nanre of
technologies, their adoption,

of Lndia’s vision, priorities, Protection Regulation (GD9R) and
capachty, achievements, planned China's Personal Information
millestones, initiatives, or Protection Law — crass-sectoral,
accountability mechanisms, The cemtralised, and comprehensive.

Indtiatives remain reactive and may | [n contrast, the LS, has taken a
or may not follow 3 planned micTe decentralised and

trjectony sowands the envzsioned sector-specific approach o das
gaals. They also risk dependence protection and privacy. China has
on individual leadership, mplemented focised ks for

Al development remiins different rypes of Al {for instance,
predominantly enncentrated in generative AD ar a use case (for
the L5, the EL, the UK., and exarnpbe, desp synthesish. India
China, but India s experiencinga | could adopt any of thess
rapld and substantal rise in Al approaches or develop a hvbrid
adoption, As Al usage expands, it | moded, building on the framework
i% essential to ensure that i established by the centralised
implementation does nos lead 1o DFDP Act, 2023,
discrimination, exclushmany An Al policy coubd be 2 viabbe
pracrices, unfalr outcomes, short-term goal for Indis. Such 3

cybersecuriny threats, privacy policy would also allow (he

[
breaches, or unequal | povernment to pilol enforcement
OpporTunities. Ar present, the [ tmols before introducing formal
guardrails surrounding Al Iegislation, Insights fram the 85 Al
implementation are largely | policies worldwide suggest key
vodumtary and lack clarity. Thereis | areas tha should be addressed in
lirde to no public awareness of | the afficial document. These
algorithmic use, efficacy or | include India's vision for Al
evaluathon metrics even in sectors | strategles for building capacity
that directly impact cittzens’ and infrastriscture to Al
everyday Ives, such as banking, i development and adoption, the
insurance, education, healthcare, Bovernment authority responsible
and public adminlsration. | for pollcy mplementation, ethical
Subzequenthy, there i little chic puidelines for responsible Al use,
discourse on Emportant sswees I and pricrity seciors where Al can
such as algorithmic alignment drive socio-economic growih.
with societal values, model | Public discusson on Al use need
| evalgarion owstcomes, data and | to be urgently inimated by the
BUVETTITECNT f00,

conlent provenance, lbour
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Bridging education and employability
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The administration is
seeking to weaponise
grants and funds to force
universities to align with
its thinking

hiz farmer LS secretary af
Stete gnd natkmal sscu-
rity edhvizer, Henry Kiss-
inger, is sabd 10 have
remarked that “the res-

son thas undversity poli-
izt 5 o whcodes s bn:l.l.u-r:hL um
#0 giafl, Aathe gloves come off im e
monuinénial face-off between the
adminfsorarion of US President
Dronald Trump and Aumerican unives-
slcies ower sensitive palitical [ssoes
auch 25 pmtl-Semmitisim, Fasiem, diver-
gy equity and inclusicn (DEI), and
lesbian, pay, bisswmal, Framsgeneder
and queer (LGATG) rights and iden-
ficy, E:;:h:sm actually and
the pamnifications go boyond ace-
dermic sguabides within the ooy
tower. This tussle &5 a marker ﬂfl:
idenlogical war in s palarised era An
a litrsris tese nfbatanog 1o nowledzs
produsction,

Thet Tramp would go afler univer-
sitiid through massive fundmg cuts
wits abrvlons since his relecion cim-
fﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ- wien he slammed I‘J‘I.ﬂ'l! aa

Mnraist maniac: and lonatics”
spreadisg ant-lael and anb-ton-
SErvaTive views on Gillege 5

As mosk of the amdeme in w 15
tendi ta Tnll mibo ke Ledi-iseral

iverald du bo mierent weTinabons ol
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have
Tramp's

uanily biwn aftacked by
“RIght pegailists or
"I.Ihergnl T e, 'EE-
mbonalistic bias” and “woke culnme”,
Fagzs do bear out allegations foom
o T [ e Ol L ooty
hiotted of Hberalism. A survey con-
ducted in the etite Huarvard Unbeersicy
In 20124 rewenled thae over 9% of e
ulty membirs o be “lib-
el or “veryli " while barely 1%
of Eherm seai] they were "oomsetvitingT,
Therrse iy ol b crude Pressee on
st e oo, 0 b

- Academia vs Trump
isawar ofideologies

WA 10 reaader the
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annual research badget warth 350
bllian pesring into unrsersities from
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Fhair hottom lnes
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fealiape or rehilsnne Amerian sas
demia s ety o tadom b and mbe-
sty further. Farvars, the riches -

il btases, him i s notewondy st the verstly on eaztd with its owm inde-
Eoundatien of Isfividuc pandent endowment of
Tigzteis and Fxpression (FIHE) e dhem 550 belbion, moopt
Tirceme] vhial S0% of conserva- e i pitn of D Euddien
thee stz on LS caampuses 4 o 4055 I Bilkien In fadernl
il thew P 0o sel-censnr gridis, e ot every U6 uni-
themaedvis tn avold being = wersly cam alford 1o bose
cormered on het tetton polit-— Srppram  geversment funds et up-
cal while only 16% of Chaufia part a wide range of pro-
mmmm T pramungs and nEliives
Anger in Rightwing clr- = — Tuiring a recent visdt b the
es over this skwed pichure 15 1 foumd a palpabie nere-

i5 capiurad by duts from dhe Fes

Research Center hat 75% of Amert-
o e TRAEes bellews Righer edi-
pation in the 115 15 beaded ' the
wromg direction hecauss of “profits:
grs brizging their polifesl and gocial

mgmmﬁ0ﬂ3 .
m?&mummlmnn‘fﬁ

Aty m;cmuﬂr:
“idpqlighs] capiure” an _Iu.lz.h_ :
n-m"l'f:'hﬂiﬂull.s 'HI:I_ll'ﬂ'lln-lull.'.“.""E

retemenns Noating in the air in most
as o hivw TOump might
1 them and Whil Sompromises
they luave o ke foide gwer the next
o yeazs Dizsphie sell-confi-
e I Ber lroaie 0 -
fanvar svirvive the Tnomp mm.;f
Fzadfhers ore geitin g i ]
o arcally “work s out",
while liberals hawe lembasted
Trumg's ieclogically inmste and
apresive policies oward higher
cokacatnn a= aazaiilis
oo pendemic fresdom, It 15 worth

recalling Fariler emus when collsges

rame mnder niemss scrutmy and

encronshmsenk Fom Rlgh-wing quar-
ters. Dusing e hedgin of the Cold
War & the 199505 the McCarthyis
wilhe-boaarl Desd oak leagt 100 profies-
snrs teing Sred and biackliaed fon
Oy st | Uinre=reliy meer
mgeemrenis ab that e mvestigated
ke v Being tuughl in dassreoess,
aricd sehnlees were fonosd. o reda thelr

mfa il poti-commini$ dragmat
Tt i of the Geeoege W Bk
adfdrenisTIion’s “war on eroT (2001
1o 2004 nlse witsessed heightened
seruting by intelBgence agrmeies of
urrsersity professers for s
s agalnst the 1S invasions o
Adfghanistas and Iragand for partizi-
I;mmg by el e s et chad-
engind G Forelan podoies of e pov
rnseat Ruesh's Patriot&cthad o par
tieniarly chlling eMect on Left-
liberals, who Seaced chart what they
bormowed from Koraries and whag
they galdl In classreams coukd endup
roting their pobrand their ondl liber-
e,

Looidng ke e thome marenis of
orisis and [ricion besween palitical
porweers that be el the undeersities, it

Harvand, the wor s rlckest unbrersity, might beable tz resist, but ot
every U8 university can afford io lose government funds:,

FENiE

15 clear that chie Mmer wire madled
arced had o 0 &N Exnens. bot
thiyultimately waded oot of rouble
Fven iBaiugh Tramp and bis pealos
enforcers are seeking & revelutisnary
orerhad of American academia, e
checks amnd balances in the Amesian
peality e Mt Uhere 15 oo chamce
of a [esclst-lke outeame whemn hie
Stwte blunty crushes and remakes
umiversitlis &% peT it predarence. As
wiith man other inststutions that ace
currenily in the Sigve of [re in the 15,
Apsercan universiies Fave ilmae
TeSUrER W adurs and 1o pak
lan  whtich i modryep
tescanima the posermrmens |4 famimg of
thiie T Eap
Thes rraasd nrh}eu}:mﬂ}:ﬂ:lg
not mecescarily & U or gamic
rhanging ane, ¥ Trump i
lum&gﬂ by a Euﬁ:ﬂh i.'DPﬂ
S, the aniversities have bes
bruteen aret Trammg esald ke cradt
Sor at least denting, If niot rewersing.
the one-gided liberal mageciory thal
Tead Tt o b lme b o 1IS: secadlioomil
for decades.
Sregram Chaiin i deen,. Fna'ed Sohadl
af Indermatiasdd A s The wews
rpragsed arg gerrons’
L i’
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Deep tech needs deep investments

It's a pity that India spends less than 1 per cent of its GDP on research & development

= :"' Sl
Wﬁﬂﬂmm
SCIEMRGE COMBTNTATOR

HE dabate triggersd
by Coonmerce and
Industry  Minister
Piyush Eoyval's
rematks shout the
focus of Indian stacfups Fos
revolved around innovetion and
job erestion. He wanks slartigps
to work im deep tech areas lilke
ariificial intelligenes (AT), robod-
ics, alectric mohility and global
Iogistics. Thas is a reasomable
pepectation, given the govern-
ment's thrsston the promotion
of startups and the opparbani-
tes ihat the wasl consumes
market of India presents. How-
ever, it would ba difficult foc
startups to meet the eapecia-
tion wnless we gddress the
Jrderfying reasans foc the siiu-
akion deseribed by the minasiern
Mot [ndian siartups are good
&l the application and adapis-
Hon ol new technologies. Very
[z re engaged in novel tech-
nolegy develsganent or oome-
memciakisation or scaling up of
technologies  and  prooedess
developed by Indlan entities
Technology devnl ppmenl
needy an ecoiystem of funda-
roemilal resessch, Gnl-ups with
universities and a supply af reg-
waAile marpower. India did well
L Lo gl Py SErveied Dz 1L
had an ample supply of cng
AEEring frianperser B thes ling
ol hashness did ned nerd hunos-
rental researct, The enwnlry
has perfommed masmblly well
in il scenpes walli G prcad
coearch  sysbem, RefnETshan
with acaddéania wnd Lraird s

pavairt. Tmdeen saa g

soerred A cendres ol rr.-.n'.-|5.l1
companies are developing new

producis and inkellectual prope: -
by for their parenl conpenies
They can do 50 because They [

DRDLIND REALITY: Most Indian stariups ans good EJ.IJ'I'E Hl:l]:“:-u'l.l}n annd aia prietion of new bechnobo g, v

hached by investment and ase
g ed necssaary tools

Dewp ioch areas are derven by
cutting-edge diecoweries and
highelewe] mrovation, which in
turm, can come only through
deepand sustained imestments
im hasic pesaaneh ard upgrading
ofunierrsites, Iis aneealistic io
expect alarfupd U coeme up with
breskthrough incewations while
the counbry sperds less than 1
per cent of e GIF on research
fnid dglnpment.

Quanium  computleg, for
Irstance, has been one of the
deep tech areas in lhe apotighi
in [ndia for the past couplo of
WEAEE The poverromenl
anmourced The Maticnal G-
fuerm Bllission (of which quantum
cumpsing s A focus anea) with s
fumding of Bs 6000 crome (aboat
§745 millson) up o 2050, T roey
sepandd kL o kgl sEmmamd, baak ik
raadies 1 oy willh olbers

Uhina ha= |,w|||.r'|u|.|.|.'ll * 1% bl
lirsn ol gk mverdmmenil fuc ks

|u|||'\-||. gifh L Iulhl'kl,qvlrul'\:ll.lul i,

is munln'ruuru.al.l.nl ko L il
findnmentad reseaich inoany
Prshil. “Ise Matinsal Moliial B
ppcy Foambation ol Chimi is 52
mil'rearily alwsud of iks U coun

o R Y el

Dieep tech arcas are
clrven by cutting-edge
discoveries and
high-leved innovation

lerpard i giianfusn n:lm['rlll:lru.
research pulblicatiors. When il
comes i palerds IBAL
Wlhirrosalt and Google & well as
speinlised quaviym cospanes
lfor D-Rove aml Gua vl
Frerkel i g w0l nisdvlvinie

wrnprpuibinee radabaal pamlasaln

‘Fhizge arg ke sounes of e
quanduem software slacks thal
o cvvmpmies  depEtiel om
"[iis evivkl sesllin milgrasisg-
A clepndenis” b ibane chee S0

:-:ﬁil.h]e export comtrals and
restriclions, points out a new
Teport on paaniue, scheres and
lechoalogy preparsd by the
affice of the Prineipal Scientifie
Sdvsor (PRAL

Deep lech i3 aleady being
deployed 1o address: problems
in fields rmgings oo energy 1o
medicing, Cne pmmple is the
camfiration of Al and highrper-
formance pemputing (HPC) 1o
humt for new batbery materials.
By deploying an Al mndel
developed by Micrusaft, sden-
tisls &1 the Pacific Norihwes]
Watiomal Lalswatary of ihe TIS
Depastment of Enargy eould
streen an amazing 32 millicn
polential candidate mmicrials
and [ind & penved material that
could slash LERkim electralide
wuirement by almos) Tl per
pemb. The breakthrowgh wark
wag lied by msterial sceentist
Vigsw Murugesan, who did hig
PhD frons Bharatbiar Universd
iy ik Tl Blard . Thas is 0ooas-
e ense ol o deep tedy ino-

i sl ) peaam
:\11I1

o, ndrusiey
e llmhmepaﬂnmhpt
Ixidiz has hal am HPC wiission
for several wears arel skrong
nilorial Scenees proieps, bl

Wbl

we kive pel bo see such collabe-
ration arsd oulcome.

I ke minister had caked 1o
lpnk as the draft of the National
Dieep Tech Starbap Policy, pre
pared tpy the office af the PSA
23, he would have po
anawers to the questions he
posed al The recent stariap
event. The paolicy, which =il
pomnains on paper proposed e
incresse in gross expenditue
oo R&D to provide remewed
rpelus to besic B&D, which
el expand the smenging s
ente hase for deep tech startugs
ani the critical baze of trainesd
grientifie hurmen resouros,

It also suggesied amends
ments o existing researcs
assessmient sysbems in amaders
b Institutes and researnch labe
in emable ihe trapslabon cf
Enewiedge  generated  ino
entreprengurial verhares. This
cxaald ke ome by creating fech-
et T commeercialisation
nffices in ressarch |8he and pro-
widing necessary gaidelines. In
additicm, Tacully mefmbers
need to ke given mepnthves 1o
Iet them underlakos enirepee-
neural riskes This way they
can eather loumch Uheir own

slactups orteansfer the techinnl:
oy to mashng ores.
Besides  enhaneed  RiD

expenditure and industry-ao-
damis callabaration. (ke deep
tech dewedopment depends on
Bfess i erilical materisls |bse
lEthinem and rare earth minemls
— ke global supplies of which
are conbralled b Chang Then
there are strategic materials
like sdviniisd conipagited, aap-
Bt and ceranie nuaterialy thad
ga inte the sectars of defenos,
mucledr, space; BEOERAer and
clocimness. AmeER b such
niitarials 15 alao meatriced

A the lanffway unleasved
by US President [Dorald
Toump, deeplech developmert
will lnecoime MWinie © hi]lmm:
ar hakh afppfase G0 [ L -

porlicns in lubia, We need
skrang policy irdtislives bacled
Ly necessary publie mvest.
mends 1o bossl bt deag tech
innovation syEiem ,.,"__._,ii'&
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UNDER ATTACK

[ all the fights that Donald
O Trump has picked since re

tuming as president of the
United States of America, one might
end up as the most defining clagh for
the fature of that country. In recent
days, Mr Trump's administration hias
withheld nearly $2.3 billion in funding
for Harvard University; the president
hag since threatened to withdraw thie
varsity's taz-free status and har it
from enrolling foreign students, This,
after America's aldast higher educa-
ton instiatdon — it is older than the
US itself — defied a series of chilling
demands from the current US admin-
istration that would have farced I to
Eive up the autonomy it has held on 1o
for nearly four cemtu-

buckled, accepting a draconian set of
demands, including the banning of
face masks at protests and effectivaly
ceding control of a department to the
government. But bending the knee
hag not helped Columbia get its fund-
ing hack — it has only emboldensd
Mr Trump to pul more pressure on
other universities. More than 1,000 stu-
dents and recent graduates have had
their visas revoked — some have been
arrested — gince Mr Trump refurned
o office. Almost none of them has
been charged with any actual erime.

It is hard to overstate the likaly
Impact of this climate of fear on in-
ternational smdent enrolments in 15
universities. But in many ways, what

R pp— 5 TAppening o the

ﬁmiﬁﬂﬂﬁ Th¢ Tl'l.'lmp Versus :;gge on the itl.it\; Ejfnﬁg
tism on campus, the de- Harvard battle university as a&n insti-
mands of Mr Trumpin =~ {g emblematic of  tution that upholds the
reality nsist — in blunt - freedom of th i

EDEEE’E? — that lt;lne the gh_]bﬂl siege Emrm‘.s:innnf Eﬁtﬁ}f
university determine  On the idea of the  democracies Iike India
which students to admit llﬂj‘n-'ETEiI}’ and the US seam to

and which faculty to

be at the forefromt of

hire and promote based
on the White House's political vision.
While the victim of Mr Trump's wrath-
ful witch hunt om this oocasion mighi
be Harvard, his true target is the very
tdea that the university Is meant to be
a oommons for teachers and scholars
that facilitates the free exchange of
thoughts and ideas irrespective of the
prevailing political climate,

From Columbia to Comell, the list
of unijversities whose funding and
federal contracts Mr Trump’s dispen-
sation has frozen — totalling several
billicn dollars — ncludes the cream
of academia, Like Harvard, they have
all been accused of not doing entugh
o protect Jewish students and fac
ulty during pro-Palestine protests
on campus; this despite the fact that
Jewish students and faculty were very
often at the forefront of those protests
themselves, Some, like Columbiz, have

this pushback against
| the university. In justifying the cam-
pus crackdown, the US secretary of
state, Marco Rubio, has spoken about
how universities should be spaces of
learning, not of activism. Those L0
ments mirror the rationale behind
the Lyngdch Committee Tecommen-
dations that Indian varsities have had
to follow for close to two decades now,
85 they Increasingly face pressure to
punish any challenge to the palitics
of the ruling regime. The political as-
cendaney of right-wing parties sround
the wiorkd 15 leading to a worrying tran-
sitlon: universities are no longer being
seen a8 crucibles of eritical thinking,
dissent and new idess but zs migre
teaching shope feeding the labour
marked. That i why Harvard's battle

Apainst a predatory president iz pod
justits own —it iz a fight for the soul of

higher education. |

|
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Face to Face

.'w. ‘4 | BARUAH

nhpee FENTI

%iak KEumar Buragohain 5 ihe
NRrEErEDn [Academssy at Aszam
flgyal Elobal Unransty, Guwahai Ha
2§ 1m@ former vice ghancalliar ol
Dirugam Unitarsity and & peodassor
iiAatecular Binlngy and Bwlgchraiogy
ar Tezpur Winvarsity

There is growing concern regarding
the prevalence of digical rechnodogy in
ediscation. Whai & youer ke om it?

Apptinon of inaksand ticheckogy @ edu-
Snnas rerher new i reent, Lise i siates,

clerioard and chalk manmenl dormamen
and Comemnicacon Technology <I6°T) hilog
redio st cinsma have been wed for echica-
o smmoe the sy Hth certurg Coming of
A=l techaningy dnce the 1980 is emeng-
£ 3% 3 game-changer in sducation. Wide-
spread uee of digizal rechnology for mparting
edicscion has become well known snce the
Lol 1% pendeamec. <6 3k, concerss have
headr LB about Fampant snd enrepaaced
sppitoed digtal techinoingy in eaucsmon,
Thia i% e o D ey el han on the
ase nf digital technoigny snd racdele plumes
i schools in Seeaden

Pleass pive us am xles a5 to the exsc
dimensicns of the use of digital fech.
nedngy tn edbcation globaldy.

The Covid-t% pandemic disagpeed the
aiwEalnnal schoal Clessaoam weaching-
larming precess, s the s of @l tech-
ey G Al bk B redpanse bo the gl
sl disreption. Fenetatnn of Skl bech-
srbegry inio classrooms has been so wide
el tha it has been sdepnacd in e

o pesla oy e 3 i ol B mic

That e nl o the sppboatog of dig-
nrdugy v sckool educaion can be

e frvam b e of amiErmeEl oonneg-
i1 e heds heee. Acoording io the

Ll Behaiia [eduambed g Heport 2023,
i} Ty e LINE S0 globally, even

& T s e o TG ([AamEer
SAEE bt 15 T

I s 10 &

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 20 APRIL 2025

‘Digital tech in education needs tobe regulated’

centl i 2016, al is more thian ik bmes
thmng o sjan of sbx years, nnly 40 per cent o
primary schools, S per einl of keer sec-
ooy =chocds and 65 per cenl of upger sec-
anchry schioois wshd inermel for pedagogi-
cal purmecees, Adoording to the Undon Edu-
catian pMinigtry, 57.2 per cent of schools in
Invchen Fuaag: e tiomal commpu bers amd A58 G per
cerr B mlarnet socess.

Digpiatization of edwcation s known
iz have bodh pros and cons, What are
the advantages of applicutsa of digi-
al techreology in education?

While analyzing the pek s cons of the
sppEcaninm of el vechmokogy in educaton,
itts FRROTTAn I PR Qb D fhis onlianre:
ol edscatnon Shoyid Dt Tocie and no fhe
pplcation of dipral technodogy por se. From
A cecenl abndy cnducted EEong yolith B
ABerent regiors of the workd by e UNESCO,
a few impatant Uregs emndrpad, The wouth
are of the omnion Lt digal echnsiogy el
owes hetter anpgpement of lEomen, enlang-
s colaborations and Fspeoyes o smasn he
world of work, Whle [he experiancs of fe-
e aming during Coid threugh algisl
teckendingy has given a fllp o digeallssgion
of education in a big way in the posl Covd
perind, e bong-term eflectiveriesd, prac-
cality, seul iEgact on the welleing and o
all dewelopmont of dhe learmers e yeL G
be zscertaed aoieraifically

What prampred Sweden to take 1he
ilrastic step of prohébirag digital tech-
nalgy in schools?

A& l=w weeks apo, the Swedsh govem-
e anhoinced its ded son o resove dyg-
il fechsalogy from schoals. While mxiny
fel that il ig @ far too medol step m de.
dipitalmeing educaton, the Swedish govem
ment has been alanmed smce e el low
wisars gwver the poor resadts of daldren
the Progeess in iemateonal Reading Lin
eracy Sty [PIKLS). PIRLS is condhecied
by e Il i Asgeciation for the Evad
wion of Educatioml Acteevement (IEA D

avaliane the readeg comprehension of 4
[0y schood children. The schoal chil
dress ol Sweden and 25 peighbounng Mo
ile; coumires have been showing increas.
ingly worse perormances since 2135 the
Programme for Internationa? Seodent As-
sessment (P54 where in the begnning of
the cemibary the pecformance of Swerdizh sin
dents = PESA wes considersd the Eurcpesm
benchmark. PISA &= coganized every three
years by the Crganiztion for Economic Coe
aperacion e Deveiopment {CECTI among
the 15 }'EI.I'E.I-HE'DEIJII’."!EJ-BDLCU"‘!EH‘L
ber countres to evaluabe che educidonal
systEms by meassing their reading come
predaensinn, skills e basic machemazics and
peaenice. It is pestiment woorefer o6 repoit of
e CXECT prabdisted: in 2005 - Sludeuls
Criifioaletrt dined Ladrmdg: akiag e Come
aanciion, Wb §1 was Somcludied Chal ooan-
tries drart od Evrested the mostm oiroduc-
ingg digicl technobogy in the sducation seg-
inf Ad not register cese imprmvements in
sludenis’ perforEmance

Is there any scienlific evidones thi
digitad learning fmpairs the Jearning
process in children?

TR e s evelenoe char weegulaied use vt
dgial b linology cause s SInEping dasomies
(it s faby; sdcwl wolanon gad ing.
ey o et vl Bl kol umuin g schoal
children Smvdim's Kiooluiska lemiireie, @

Prof Alak Kumar Buragohain calls for a balanced and
regulated wse of digital technology with trained leachers who
can steer the teaching-learning process.

highly el mediml schoo! foouses e
ressrch, TRGEnly mentoned Lt shete
clear so@fitife evdence tha digial ook
irmpars rathir thian enhance snidents feam-
ing. Expetis frim Farainshs lzstrme lave
el y staked, Wi beliiar the Morus shou's
FeErinTs PO Acipartg ki hedpe dhecugh o
s pegtioaks and leEcheT Eapernse miker
than acquiring hmewledge pomandy ram
frae by available digil scumdes thal have o
been vetted for sdorsey” The DNESCH
oz s iwsued an nrgent call for sppenpeise
us=of technokay in educatim

5 de-degitalzzation of edgcited s
poasible and anavoidaile?

We must remeriber Char & grslissno i
edocation 515 nol yel baioise wuversal
There are meiny counboies witer s Mg n
yet bappened. Imersstrgehy: Sl odh ious-
e ook ensiire unnersl Scondany sl
PO ] TR T AT T e e
e efrre the adwven of thipeal tthnslng:
There ix predoube thar children cin hiursras-
et it. Thers s 2 necessity oo adedeis he
brper 1ssues in edacbcn ke Grobiems o
ey, mchesrty. non-dreakibehiby il ke
learmng reyourres and e enct T By
should be on b toapply dugsy eduokss
n remowing fhese problems.

How effectve would be the remoaal
of digital rechnolegny froen sckoola?

What 15 alarming ks che rampans wnreg
laved ppplicaron of S a0ks tnedieznen
Harsmng digial cechoulngy aid sools like
i b st s fromm schocds o fed be the
ided] satanin, Because these W himkegss
re b boees pondry an hiomes aod 1 s
i The probien bus ansen bu._'l'.-.-. n_n.
[ hie Baeen alotwdd 10 Tera e
drk Whil 15 urgendly déquaed = -.I'n- hy
roreoel repruibd e e ol kgl Lo iy St
et RedcTiers on o ol ghe yead
g heirong prov ess mithes thaa dgdal i
in chie hards o aredenes. dgaral fochnod o
o e T SO ITTIN d 0wt i UL e
il it cast 4 sl of L e

- Sl
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Lomlemes che LA At =
|.1.Tl.'..||r|.| ri-uvuapaiead diwl e
enatel, Uimnapsiey
dnibésfriny WA e d i
goak Lithees endowmaents an:
ercarcd withi alisnn sy
academik Frosdum will be
ey, Eneae sl oo weddpeliant
el st cerndinen, dhee willl be
a prediferanion of peeiai
nnicersdnes pronyaad sl
funded by wealihy famuies
andd coirporates (with
exorpikmsl The invenrem
ey e pvilant ey hiie the
vt Wil e comvmieroe
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University education in peril
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AUTHVENE @9 vears the 115 was
Hagh e of ceritmes fop e
But I nastcan't sl ening. [m
it 2N BCtviE of Ay som. b
| poet palEsical romsen of ol
media,” says the 24-vearald
Delhi resident. “Bui this is

SRR b et people deported
Tdes't want to be scimed all the
tmeor spend my Hme thinking
whether I'll wale up 1o 2n
emall If 1 like an [n=tagram
poit” Inssead. she ds choosing
Derween OpLhons ir the 1TH and
Eurpe, bath af which fesl far
I premrions i ket

Over the las1 few wecks.
Lenraberant shudenis e been
subject to viza revocations,
leaving them with Urte cholee
Bt i selfadeport. Same were
identified for their parficipa-
tion Ln pro-Palesthinian peo-
bessts, biugt ineremsingly melagive
Iy minor infractions such as
speerding tickess and D1 are
lending o vies revocations.
Abour 1500 ntermationa] -
dents henee had their F-1 and
J-1 wisas revoled thus far, ac-
carding to Irsbde Higher Ed, &
publication tracking the phe-
O RN, The Ameriean [m-
migratinn Lawvers Assosiz:
tion analysed 327 cases of
revgcations, and found Hi%
wareof [ndian students
Last week, Indk=n cdent

Krish Lal Isserdani wora legal
batibe against the Trump ad-
ministration's crackdawn.
‘Woels before the 2i-year-old
s et to graduate, e woks up
bir i emai] revoking his visa

Thiz camse after be Was arress-
el Bar @ bar Ok Bt vear, but
never convicted, The judge
ruded thar be was not given due
prihess Or Any oppettunlsy o
dieferad himselE which ool s
& precedens e snadents in sim
lar posiiions. But maost da nol
hamvr the resourees 1o fight
hack, leading to umcertaindy
and panke among Indian st
demis in the U5, but &lso those
plaaning to study there, say
edfucationl corsultants
Edueation cansultant Ra-
jshekar Tubschi, founder of
Meven Consultlng Services,
savs he's been getting pan-
icked calls fram students and
parents. "The current polll-
ical climate In the US has
introdyeed new danxieties
and uneeriainties. Students
are rethinking their plans or
thinking of precautions
Some are planning to deler
thelr sdmis=ion for h ysar, in
the hope thene's more clarity
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‘Do we want to study in a campus
where we are scared all the time?”’

;I“””F S Anmerica makes students doa rethink, While some ook for alternative
aestinations, those w I'm hove ot adniission are serubbing social media profiles

by thien,” be ssys

Mrinal K Sharma. sxecy-
tive dizectorof sdhecation con-
sltancy At Prem N Eapur
Azsoclates, sve 8 ol ol s
depila are wlihdrawing their
applications from the U and
shifting their focts to the UTE
and Earope. "When you're
sending A chikd abroad, vou
'L e 1l thrown ool ol
tihe coqintry or worey that if
they come for the holidays,
ey ity not be able tope-smaer
ihe US." she save, referring i
cerialn colleges sdvising inter
naticmal sfedents nol o e

(i by d i ing the poem:
e spving hireek

Pai't ol the unrerjainiy
perehins boa bl nircduoed in
the U8 Congress: that almis ta
el {he Optioanl Practical
Trainireg progeim which al
lows sliklonds 0 wirk in the
eountry Abhikshel Singhal,
eo-fownder of Univ admic
Hel, e thi s s Dedl (o chins,
Singe mast sludy ahroad to
fi work in thar country
“They e ohvigusly anxkous
DecELe once they've dpent
1hiat much money o on edl
cAlm and taken kans, heyre
Jpoking for retuen on leveat
ment and that means jobs
Thit's lnng beem the gase in the
USand elsewhere m ihe devpl-
aped world. Bui now, there's a
paucity of jobsand preference
is being given o bocal clilzens
asapposed o forelgmers This
i5 alen causing a decoupling of
neademic and professional
mACameE.” he aEys.

The drop kn shadent visa
approvals — Sowm b 3% in
FY 23 & compared bo the pre
ViDkHE vear — 1§ S b cause
for concsrn 1t hEls like a
lottery. Students are keeping
backups in places like France
ar Ireland.” savs Tubschi.

Student visa forms ask
absaist are's sackal medii ac
coabmts, laving some con-
cerned. Anant. who is going
i a US graduats 3chond 1his
fall. was sent an advisory
sUEEesting reviewing sockal

P

come home for a holiday

Mrinal K Sharma, eoucenos cosiuTART

Many students are withdrawing
their applications to the US.
When you're sending a child abroad,
you can't worry about them being
thrown out or not being able to

el arriunis
Mg, wh s abeeled B R 105
(b= 118 [ee B 19hI0 mays iy
af @ fees aberii what sndko with
her sacial media sonunts ©l
tureary T applied e my visa j
Bt I've alroady made my ac
cnuifls private. | may end up
dearctivating rhem aliopethar
Fout Tuss X frequently as its
impertaEnt fir academie wirk”
s Al 36 year-ael
Anpfber congern. Malim
addrls. s whit 1hiz mesns éar the
cruakity of her academic work
In the soeial sclentes, vour
Work] Fes L e SO e BIPsT of
atademic Deedom. opennegss
and spcurind whish vou dums
Know 15 gaaranEed anvmone
TL':I.I.."UEPE.rEIIIEI'I.[ ar collegecan
cily d0 =0 much I immlgra-
fion steps in. I'm copperned
s will irmgpede the qaalbny o
wiek [am ahle podo,” shesss
Marva, cuerently snsdving
Lp e U, 2a3ys 5 bessn & OiT-
FidL thaie, =4 few wesls ape
et the news was Full of ICE
radds and Ipter cavionad student
ablactions, the stmosphere
Wi hemny with fear el ans
lotas enven 1 Soemeane knocked
at my diee,” she says. Whai
she's most disillusioned by is
“hotlow DEN initiatves,”’ she
says, “People build their ca-
resrsaround 1L ur when push
comes m shiove, what Engkble
gpart e ey exlendsd i
Levtes nentian] studenls or iU
dient protesiors? People speak
up onby wien i is safe and on
wvepylem for Cherm b do e
Sharma savs (hade moves
soim, amtithetboad to what &n
peademic instintion showld
be. “The whabe purpose of
unmversity s o eipanid your
horizoms, your thinking, beve
few experlenoes, bat that's
nok urssible without the free-
dem of expressbon. Do yoa
reslly want to sindy inan en-
vironmenl whers you'ra
seared all the time?™
Siridand names chonged
o raguest
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ADTTYA VISHWANATH AND LAKSHMI NARAYANAN
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Work in the machine age

To help every student shape their path, schools and

colleges need tocu

Itivate tech, data literacy

INEHA 15 FACTMNG a mushndeme nasional em-
plersTnend Crisis — one [hal i both visible
and evvesible. The waile orisis & measura-
e Orer &0 per conl of unemphived
Induans are from the youth, despite moss
hirving secomdary of higher sducation One
m three young Indians is disengaged from
baath wenrtle el Jearning, Measrashile, India
mius creane ower S0 millson new jobs by
2030, ey in Gekds that don'T yer &gt
Thar irrvisiile crisis rumns desper. i iesin
thie rapid transforrmstion of 1he Yery nanire
of wark. As amificial intelligence, automa-
no and data-driven sysbemy reshapes &
tire inclustries, #very wirker — regardless
of sevice of skill kevel — must grapple with
4 central question: Mow replaceahle 15 my
work by iechnologfy 7
Histarically, waves of innovation — [ike
sEam Engines ar assembly lnes - dis
napited prirnariy kow-skill, ue-collar job
Later; the digital reolution upended wiste-
collar rofes et soffvware and outsourt-
ing. Bu the Al era 15 d iferent. Today, ech-
rabingy affects everyone. fram knd-wage
worrhers 60 high-skilled programmers, ar-
chitecrs, designers. and syen amists. The im-
Pt i rop oo bottor With generative Al
arwd autnmatan, even keghly qeative and
snahymcal professions are Being reshaped
Thes srwearnes chat every indiadial mast
be capabile af continual evalustson, What
are the skills | boing toa task? How easily

Can these be replicated of replaced by bech-

Livw-skill, forwe-replaceabelity fabs may
rermain safe — for now, Bt both high-skill,
Jli,g]'l-l:uﬁad:tathh'!r aind |owe-sindl, begh-re-
placeabslity robes are @ grovwang risk. The
aiiliy durabide edgge willl coma fram the alal-
ity Lo bedm prevw Skills quickly and continu-
sy

WWhen vee talk abour e role of &len the
Buitune i ek, wee ae really referring bo 4
set ol Foundiatiomal capatslines — techimol-
gy literacy and data lineracy - that enable
g s el ok WYL ared adape
Wi Delbge s psnems, Thess are the real,

[ MAPPING AT
. NNDW

An iDEAS SERIES

To prepare a generation for
jorbs that do not yee exist,
Imddia mikist build an
education system anchored
in agency, adaptabiliey. and
equity. This means
embedding tech and data
literacy across school and
college curricula, training
educators to be facilitators
of future-ready skills, not
just content delivery.
PITHTHOEINE MiCHo-
credentials that enalble
wmm:ﬁﬁu‘d, srackahde
Tearning and cncouraging
interdisciplinary applacation
oof tech across all fields—

from ares o healtheane o
apriculoure.

tanygitibe competenscies that underie “Al lt-
eracy” ind wodkioroe ComiEE.

Texhnalogy liseracy equips indsncuals
taengagewith hirw machines operale, hiny

Data liberacy enables people fo inter et
Anailyse, and act on the vast volumes of io-
frmiation that increasinghy shags every de-
cision-making process.

These literacies mast begin garly < m
stheols and colleges — nil just o tram fu-
ture Bnggineers, bt o prepare amists, tdu-
caines, pobioy-malers wertists. and front-
line workers 1o adapt and lead in &
technology-rich word.

In erwisioning how @ducanon must e-
spond, foseph Apun President al
Mormheasern Uneversity. olfiers 4 powerful
framework called Humandcs. He asks, whal
do we do when the machines da every-

Ao argues that edudition
wvtst rest onthree pllars Coe, Technical abil-
ingar ing Fxca trachiness e and
Firas bo vt with Ehem, As Al and Tobeotics
e ey TR Lk, wiowkers who can inker-
st with and augment these systemes el e
Come more prodactree and indispensable.
Tiwao, daita discipline that pertairs i the abil-
ity b pe . anayse, ad act on data Inawockd
of algorithire: decidesn-making. naigaticeg
vaet strearns of infarmsaton 5 essential for
sirategic thinking and probilem-sobaing
Thirer, baman disciplive i5 primanly st
skills that machines cannot [yet ] eplicate
Ernpatiy, creativing. cabiural agility, and con-
el ne dscing. These are what alfow peo-
ple toimansher sstghts acmss domains, inf-

i practice, s means maving beyored
rute kearning ovward experiential, imendis-
ciplirary, anil lilelong education

ne poraerful tood for enabling this shiflt
i P v e imsched ol e e dendiala:
Share, focused eetifications duqm

leaspeerE ho siack akilis
neverallies are e laling rhesse crudei-

rials o undergraduate and gradu4me pro-
ETammes — nol |ust i COMPULET SCRETICE
uar in lilseral arts,  basEnEss arid
the B,

Fﬁm.a political science student
mary Lake 2 crederinal in data wisualisaron
fioe rsbilic policy. A historian meght earm one
i Al-assisted archival research. In India,
whene ligher educatsan has loreg been de-
wreg-centric and rigid, such modular and
cross-disciplinary  pathways  ane
urgently needed

Imgartanchy, these credentals also sup-
part lifelong learning. As job roles evatve
rapidly, wearkers myst continuoushyf re-skall
— not theough castly new degrees, bus
thirough accessible, agile leaming apoans.
Tia prepane a generation for jobs that do ol
et izt | nadia muess benld an educalson Sys-
e anchored in agency, adaptabilicy, and
eqquity, Thas means embed ding vech and
data Weeracy across school and college cur-
ricula, trairing educaloes to be faciitabors
of fusume-readhy skills, ned just condens de-
Iy, macro-credennals that en-
able personalized, ssackable leamning and
enCourEEnE ierdisoplinany appicalion

of mech Jomoss all Felds—from arts tobealth-
Cage Ao agricul e

Thee fimume of orc 15 unoertam — bl if
is not owt of cur controd, By cultivating
broad-hased tech and data literacy, foster-
ing human-centr shills, and enalsimg life-
by learmm, we Can give every student the
apency o shape therr parh ina workd of m-
selligent machires

Thvis is ot just st producisg Al eng-
fiers. br's aboul prepaning a maten of peob-
bemm-snbvers, coearons, and adapies thenkers
ready o léad ina rapidly evnhang giohal
ETOIMETTY,

PrLsffiufe Tihdr
ek i il fauar 1y i & Ferer o A i T

N 1=\
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‘Marginalisation

- TIMES OF INDIA (P-10), 21 APRIL 2025 =

Of English Is No Small Matter’

TN minister for school education argues Centre's curricular emphasis on Hindi and sidelining of
English disadvantages non-Hindi-speaking students, and locks them into caste occupations

Anbd Mahesh Poyyarssrhi

Toamif Waduw govi s refusal io adopt the
ehres-lnngusgs e mula and Implossen
Marlomal Edocation Policy (NEF) a0
t= meither an inwerd-locking fxstion
nit an wct of defiamce for its own sakm

It iz a delibinate sinnee npaines TR
Adealngionl gy

MEF 2020 - repuriedly desftod by @ lmist 15 255
affiliated Endrvidinle - parties an ideniopical flovous
It mim= do confine Indian shsdsmiz willdn casle-hased
BTl Al « Empiying that oy eertain
grivaps ary entitled to higher prafessons, whils others
U] Feiain undor 3 Sulbord inaie tadies in ks namne ol
‘caltural tradigion” esgeniially (he varna sy=tom, |5

contrasl, Deayidian o logy strives do amgower ey
eftident with glokally ooompet e sX1ES A cross felds.

BLIE's cladm that NEF 200 three-kanguags palicy
disent’t tmpes2 Hindi i misleadicg. The original
draft mandated Himdl. Mationwide dissent foreed 3
partial redreat, echoing B55°s viekon of “one natlst. ane
bnguage”, The palicy ostensibly promotes lngalatic
divareity But given RS5 chiel's open opposition 1o
English, coupled with Centre's silenm on English in
these debatns, it & part of hroader éfforis o sideline
English In gover nane and education

Uninn education minisiers sisgpesiim - gledenls
learn their mother tongas, § forelgn langaage, and
another Indian langisge - appears neutral at first
Hewevor, as Hindi increasingly replaces. English in
Bl fanctioning, studends from mon-Hindispenking
reglins face subsiandial hundfes

Unicn home minisisr's admiscion kst W% aof
Cabinet docamends are now in Hirdi underseores (his
shift. A& TN stadent studying Tamil, Englich, and
Tmmhﬂ-'mmm'rppur unaMecied nidlallky.
Yet as English loses groursd in natinnal amploymend
and Higher sducation, theyre foreed to adopt Hindi
Rl i elay competiiie

With govi exams and burcoucratic promsses
intreasingly proposed in Hindi, the thres-languags
policy becomes an instrument of Hindi impostiom.
The syatesnatic marginalization of’ Englisk is nosmall

A

miiter BIP rumpets the thres-nnguage policy bl
remains skt on the ot cha Fewer than 0% of Indians

mreiiy s 1eltbvely privileged hackgrounds - are
proficient m English,

Masiaty of English fsn't given parity Im policy
dliscussions. If the policy genuinely advocated thrm
lanjroageson mpual Soting, all hres would beemphsised,
RIP RRS ks persisiontly ovveloclied Bngiah, Boising
snluly on ihe ‘thivd Indian Isngosge’. This apprisach
efTect ively mnsusres on ¥ oo lan gronps re tnbn aooess in
Elokal cpporiunitios, while ke rest remaln con M b
ssar prospecis.

TH's Pwe-langnagn policy
Tamilsnd English - zafeguards
gl identity &nd srsures
glrbal ompeienes alongside
countries 1ike Chima, Smith
Eorea, Japan in line with 08,
fnil Exsroga. Stalls, shseped in
ther Inpacy simon Anna's EE
Iroiests againgt Hindd immes-
tion, wEslerstands this a3 more
than |anguage policy; i =
clraral doevination wrapperd
in |impalesic pacaging

NEP X@0's pasfy wnentional
iraciing threarens fo confine
chulldren frotn marginakised
communities o maste-hourd
trades, Lack of Englisk profi-
clency helghtens this rFlsk,
leaving them {eodated from Migherpaying jobs in on
nereasingly globa Heed and innovation - rives m Akt
place, For TR which has successfully uplifted iis
itkeens throngh education, suwch proposals Fis commbar
iothe Dravidianmodel of inclusive growth,

MEP 2380's promises of Aexibility, vocationad t=ai
Ring and keal-Banguage nstruction. are di=quisting.
BY steering sfudents premabarely toward “trodiional”
vocatiuns in & highly stratified soclety, i perpetunins
hereditary caste rofes. Parends from disadvardapsd
backgronnds may push chiddren o shori-term,
b paryimg el Al trckes instesd of susiained schooling.
These childron face o i locked into the samo

S RO BOOm G Turmga s haly snessiors

in cnetrast, TS polichs peercide Iros maeals, &
novdedeniion policy umti] Class 4, Rnancial inceei s
For highst sducitban, and measares to semil feschers
ansd siucdents for forebgn exgosure, widening horizons

d boistaring global
mm modal (Tamil & English) hex

twn-lngunge
peesfnesd a Faft of CEOw, scterdista snd fanovators. It
Giruss Enrbiment Hatio in higher education spproz
ekl 51% by UMM, warpassieg NEF M0 505 warpsts
Why ehould such s surpessful Erameseoris Tow 1 & poiicy

A

that offers bess? THS relusal
i minpt NEP 36 i funda
mebnially aboul salepaarding
solal enoblilyy and disersitg
not A simplisabe og-olwar
wveT Lampage
Caires mithhiolding
famagra Eniksha fusds from
TH, a5 reported im wariogs
media, highlights the use of
financial poessure to eperes
states imio accepling NEFIE
Comlte appears willing o
popardise the wall-baing of
oy fL school children in TH
iy enforee cokplisnce. When
more than *2k ¢r = beld
hntage (o force acceptancs of
2 policy that can underming
A4 Lk ke educaTION, Gov mis
Ak Who beneliis from NEP 33017
Certaindy not marginalised familis relving on
broad-tased English IMeracy for thelr chiMren's
dreams. Mot skates that have sisecessfully tailored their
ot bidirgual policies. And not thoss whao see Rdia's
limpudstic pluraliny BERatrategicnssal Contrn's pushilo
homesgenise lnngazge dse stands at odds with ndia's
constitntiomal ethoe
Tamil Midu refuses to reinguish its hard-earned
educational gatng, laguistic idemtie and sazial
urpirations bo siisfy central edicts. 185 for tha pest af
the natlos b consider the far-resching TIETL AT e
ol surrendering local aclogamy i education

" N L TS | N N
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The pébple’s
language

Hindi and Urdu share much
and differ little, except in Scripts

MenaL Panpe

“LANCUACE 15 MOT raligion. Langpuage
ot not even represent refgion Langraps
beloogs i a commiinity” ruled Justice
Drhulia i recent landmmark

TP ey e
3 i ol Langi-
}rmnﬂm.urﬂ'llln&mﬁ';‘.
Chree et ks the apsess ot fog fesming.

thee pocd. Uil e 1Rt cersbary, Uiy sed

VAR TSN e s names imed
for  comimon spoken tngue inihe norh.
im plains, fram nl::-ﬂm of Punjab o

naarrit Llrdus resans s ey g
in Torkic, The language imitially el
g T restdents of an area whope
. T pern e W -
tioned a8 far i Bthrentuny Itves:
reaned g they inieracted with bacal -
zEns speaking & mix of nocth Indian di-
alecns, wihich Amir Ko alss termed
Hindid. He used it copsoushy in many of
s paverme and sangs, mixing various di-
Al spokoen in Bral. fesdh, zeel dgo the
R Boll of wihat |4 now-westemn U
U muazd asit marved e Dethito

a sabjeot of delsate whether e sandad-
s Fearrrn o Ubekorwvas 1o spolien i e
Camp ares in Delh o the Awadh dardsr, i
W asmeed that Hindavd was a conmon
e o ity Hincl amed Ui, Cinstronversy
e bigan to crystalise atvord the soripn
The o clerics o Sakfie munshis ap-
peirvis oy e Britiskwere toddered fo caree
L Dye from spoken b ind s
FHiwhi, e e s e Devanagar [or agari
Harshioi}soripe boeroased om Sarcka and
Liidha mtikben in & sightly indigenied wer-
icon of thee Pesskads seript
Inercstirgly, with Rtesacy Lk low in
the Hind bzt and imare Persian soigt wre-
ersbeing aaitable coaatesy of the FMughal
coeert, by thee 1 30m, Calouema, s gt Dialhi
0 Feamrthy, pose- 1o e inajar cenire fo el
lising bgwzkes in both Lvdis and 19indl Twes
POpukIr NEwipepes cIme ap wder the
awnershipof sl Musiines but Hergalt
Hindus: Raja Rasn Muhan Xoy's Fessi
weekly Minet-ai-Alckbar, and Harilya
[uita's [eaignatly 4 pablishaer of Beilgi
Books) Lindu e spager, Jov-i- -
M Ot cosl-cfiRnctree 2l purlabile
iy paililsstad g, poadched Bl fgera and
Freaiin, Uvdu pobdisbang g ko By
ke s wHl
Leerrantad bor s ] s fiom ugelo-wry
I'h:tl.llulll,l.rd'uhl:l_ﬂ sfuHs ¢ e Alg
wrarrket Bod Fliosd aned Ui fexi Books Irg
ihe varly 200k Ceitiui g Hi s B i
e rically Birges anid st 500t Behig
v bl s "reigan by the prvenunem
thee maadeet o Bk Lok Lejarm so oeei -

Sk that for Undu In 1854, Raga Sovaprasail,
amember of the Brckh-Tosered educa-
Eienal elite andan inspectir ol greermmen
Tin Anglo-ve mscslar schoa b, wes @skad

 Withwritng exthooks in Hindi He sarmed

royaltes a5 alio the coveted 1i-
e of Sl -e- Hindl (Tl Star of India). Wigh
that, a bypacally Indian palivicisazion of
s sped,

Sean, Shoprasad amacked Lindes 2 3
“Toretgn” anguage fised on Indi and, ik
Iowving fhem, the Allshabad Imsrinine alss
iadle 2 declaeution in favour of Hindi The
Eurttlelines were thus dewwn A= the com-
e n printing popailas rscts on religion,
mzdliciee: and fiction grew, aloegsidn the
cemnand for schoo teats, literany patmns,
educators, indestrisliss and Indisn pob-
Bshers all tegan to take skdes, Detmactors of
Uiz alizgind & was thaendng the incige-
mh‘mmmubﬂ-
fing. Fhasha or hakiv ke actuaily hivn
the term for an inclusive mekanges ol di-
alints spoken im the northerm plins, in-
cluding in Braj freadh, Mirhila and
Enjpur, in both Frndi and Undiu, This was
The common lseguage of the Findi belt
trickling Sswwn since the 36th menvary
through besads of pigrims, Fairs and sad-
hus reciting arally the sxquisite poenry of
Tulsidas, Kalir and many iihers.

Like Elizatethan Erglish, this Hird-
Wrdurmiog hias bveays been encre of all i)
Eublingwith acertain iy agaivst the-yes-
fem. Tocallin aben and ol Ghag-
g Spade on govemimien] agnboards of a
mremicipal councll budiding ke the Akl
courcillor who Sei the petition in the
Supremi Courtdid, e s motoody the ey
of thee band bot aisn hissorical Faeve show
the barth and grawith of cor very awn
dhabha Lirds,

Makr: novictiakoe, the Hisdi i the gov
amumenl teday weshes in oen s the ra-
nonal Bngeage s a vasily ascdatinnal

language s the woung
ythe Hind beit are williegly shandoning
Hindken mawsa fior Eraglish, Thelr pacents, in-
wharing o= M v s af
3, il ytor
Jnqu.hrrrmmunadu:m::'n:mm-
e e privens sChonds v hen oo g
theiroeTechildnen Parenis and chi o aoe
I grevment har superior job opgeetuni-
i ] wapraerarcd social ey are arcewe-
Heoslyil aster English Fise.
Warinus limmakes aod s jas
o Bollpwood are desturbed by the
shrnkiog popularity of their Tims
cidimised Iy Englehespeakiog aciors and
PapEmgeErs ol i geeak L, lhere sy
e pagrular Hisedifleres o eegan i
St glhary. willers, sousicias asd fniTy
ks and medbipeape st maser
Ahir Hiswdi-Linduonge g Uran e
e sl viore, i fap g oy Tesloniaiig
'ilr.-yhr.w-:nu.umu|:|.=a||||-..-uu||u-.rm.m
Ty Srv L hisimical AL |
Rk vl Uvidii bz LEIETH TRETT TP
il dialng e e LR 1] [ PP
"I'lll:ll'rulll'-l.ll\.llljll'l.llull'l.h.'l:'\-.p;ium|||

Rk sl L ;o |n.~||.d-r".x|.~|u.u*,,_-mk_
Seong Iet ke b wmscigsa

e winer & e I"'“'nﬂ'l.ll.l.
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Editor’s
TAKE

Visa shock for
Indian students

US revokes hundreds of ;
student visas:
Per cent affected are Indjan smuE:ltsﬁ :

Immigration Lamr:'ﬂ;ﬁ?;ih:::ﬂng e el
tian, Al
Exthin:::rallhm i raparts of visa revocations and Stutent and
for leloermation Evstom (SEVIS) tesmimations |
thonts, attvmeys, and university pa S AN -
2 that this mwalﬁ' R et st ana i nfky
by students from cl:e_ul:ﬂli-umnﬂm e 0y T
Bangladesh. There o I!h_q. per cent), South Kerea, Nepsl, and
ORI 0 e e i e Lianag by sa
arn lesving stuuanlps. ﬁ?l Els the BcHion teck prapet aneeslih and
unly & personal snd acad I|||I=m e
i g =m B_HMFE for the sbedents inveled bug
= reflect £ unzase in the intornational student community,
any hw_e_dasnnnzdmt Process as abrept and arbitrary, with limied
opportunities o appeal SEVIS terminatians of clarity maswndersiandg-
:15:; ;:-Irnilnmn studanits, m_l:umnrig e of e l6rgest papuis-
: ernational students in the United States, (his develapment
is daeply unsettling. These students invest haavily — both financially
and emationaily — in pursuing highes education in the US, The visa
re_-m::llm fnl:l'l:rup{ acadamic pragress, alfect employment opporty-
nities tied to their stwdleg, and, in many cases, may ferce them fo
leave \he country abruptly. The psychalogical toil is aqually signifi-
“ant. Students face uncertainty, fear of deportation, and the poten-
lial stigma of visa terminakion, which could alfect fulere travel asd
soademic praspects,

Tha rasifications of this policy move extend Beyand Individual ste-
demts to Amedcan eduecatisnal institulians. International studests are
8 ¥ilal source of revenus far US universities, contributing billlons of
il lass annually through beition and liviag espenses. Many graduate
programmes in sciance, technology, eaginesring, and matematics
(STEM| — areas writical bo US nnovation — rely heavity on isternation-
al taland, particulary fram India and Chine, With increasing visa
uncartalmties, unlversities may find It karder o atlract top lobal stu-
dants, This could resull in lewer enraiment numbers, loss of funding,
and & diminished reputation for noademic incdusiveness and aacal-
lenee. Momcwer, B8ch measures may deler Tuture applicanis, who
may ogl for mom walcoming cousiries such as Canada, Systralia, of
Gesmany. 'Whils the Trump administration kas ned offered detaied
jstifications for these specific reyncations, the setions are consis-
tent with its broader immigration stance.

Threughout his presidency, Donald Trump emphasised tightening
immigration controls &nd “putting Amevicans firgl,” oMen casting a
seoplical eye on vlss programmes — even those meant lor students
and skillad workads, One reason for Ehese revacations: mey be Led 1
concens about misuse 0f vise programmes, frasdulant snroémenl, or
secunity welting. Howewer, ciitics asgue that such Justifications are
bedng appliad o broadty, pustshing lapitimate students and laish:
ing the US's image a5 a global education huk.

The Trumg administration’s decision o revoke 3 significant numbes
aof student yisss, dispropertionately afiecting Indian nationas, marks
a broublEng development in US emimigration padicy. IT laf unchacked,
such podicies coald shift g@iobel sbedant mobisity away from e US,
undermining the nation's histerieal status as the premier destinatian
for mgher education. i:.;"" G

. The Amerizan
FLA] bas revealed this Tnfamma-
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ﬁi‘mm learn:

to earning

igher educathon is ofien wiewed as
the gaceway io Gireer sUCCEss, yet
in tsday's rapidly evolving job
market, a degres alone no longer
guarantees employability, The chal-
benge lies in bridging the gap betwesn
academic lsaming and lndustry
expectations, With avtamation, Al-
driven tools, and Bhiﬁinnﬂh :r:u_le-s
reshisping incustries, wcaticd
must pivol toward skill-based, gut-
come-driven Learning te @nsure
graduates are truly carcer-ready.

According o the [ndia Skills
Repart 2024, only 54 per cent of
Indian gradustes are employable.
which means nearly half of degres
holders strugple to find relevant
jobe. This gap exists primarily due
ta uuldﬂleg curricula, lack of
hands-an e:,pe-[lcnl:e. ard inEuti-
chenit Industry exposure. Therafore,
higher education Instituticns
shiould prigeitse compelEncy over
mere centification

Calleges and universities muas
focus on several key areas liated
beeloas o hetivr prepate sfudents:

Heimagining curriculum for
Future careers: Unlversities shauld
design curmicelum in sccerdance

W

with the demands af indusizies,
There shauld be a focus an tech-
nabagry-driven leaming integrating
Al datasclence, cybersecurity, dig-
ital marketing, and emerglng tech-
nnlogies across business, Health-
care, enginesring, and creative dis-
ciplines 1o enhance pracrical
knowledge and industry refevanos,
An interdisciplinary approach
should be adopied blending busi-
nees, technology, and communi-
catlon skills for haolistic learning,
Fur:hers.'ipp]iad. learning show

be utilised including case studies,

TESMAN (P-11), 22 APRIL 2025

be given on developing soft skalls
as @ Harvard Business Review
report stages that A5 per ceni of job
suecess depends on soft skilla, yeq
they are often cverlooked in formal
education. In higher Instinitions,
there should be lsadership and
decision-making labs wiere -
tured simnlatians are done 1o buaild
proablem-solving skills, Public
speaking wnd business commurni-
cation workshops should be regu-
latly organlsed 1o cquip studenls
with corposaie-resdy communica-
tion skills.

Making education actessible and
affordable: There shouwhd e strec-
tured financial literacy pm&ns.
pcholarships, and industey- ed
funding models, Further, provi-
sian for schoelarships 1o women
and underTepresented groups
shauld be present. Institutions can
implement innovative funding
i h as Incpme-Share
perrenle where students pay a

simulationg, and project-based  fixed percentage of their salary

ASSESEMENLE b repdace [obé miatmn-
orisaticn.

Hands-on indusiry exposure:
Internships. live praojects, and
apprenticeships must become an
integral part of education, Univer-
sities st partnes with corpora-
tinnz vo offer real-workd business
problems a3 part of coursewotk
Srudents should do Intemmships as
it Increases the placement rate,
Insrirwtbons mnist actively nuriure
student entreprenears as India
haasts over L0000 startups, 4 per
the Starup mdia Inltatiee,

Soft skills: Emphasls should

after securing a job or Campatate-
ﬂmnmr&d Education where com-
panies und shudents’ edecaion In
exchange for a work commitment,
Purther, there can e Micro-Cre-
denptial Payment Plans whare there
ghould be provislon for pay I_En'.r
module or certification instead of

full-courae neidon,

Governmenl suppoct The [ndian
government has taenched several
initiatives to improve the employ-
abifity of paduntes. The National
Bducation Policy (NEP) 2020
emphasises skill-based educasdon,
interdisciplinany snadies, and voca-
tional trainkng. Addidonatly, the
Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Slhik-
sha Abbiiyan’ (FM-USHA) pravides
funding For universities w upgrade
infrassmaciure and introduce job-
priented proprama, The gevem:
ment also promotes student-
industry collaboratlon through
plaiforms like the AICTE lntern-
shigr Postal and the Skill india Mis-
sipn, ensuring thal graduates
acqulee hands-on experisnce
hefare entering thi workfaree.

Embracing e dighal skill wove;
As technology conlinues ta
reshape incdustries, digital skills
have become emential for cireer
growth, Higher educarion instiu-
s sl ACaIpoLe |.riI.I.I'I||I'|H m

digltal tools, programming, and
emetgitg technologies into their
curriculza, Olfering specinlised
courses and certificarons in areas
such as anificial intelligence, cloud
pomputing, and cyberdecurily Gam
enhance students’ —career
prospects and ensure they remain
competitive in the job market

Salary growth: The India Salary

Trends Report 2024 ndicates that

fresh graduates in engineecing, LT,

and management fields sarn an
average starling salary of Bs 6-10
lakh per annum. while those in &ris
and humanities earn significantly
less, arpund Bs 3-4 lakh per
annum. This disparity highlighs
the impartance of choasing the
right course and gaining acdditinnal
certifications 1o lsprove employ-
ability. Several platforms allew s1a-
dents to acquire iIndustry-recog:
ntsed skills at Jow costs, increasing
their jolb market value,

Menital kealth and career cogif-
selling services: Many students
pxperience stress znd LA aralnTy
abongt chedr future careers, affecting
their overall performandg, L niver-
sities showld affer dedicated career
counselling centres, mental iealth
resources, and job placement
amsistance o ensune shudents grad-
wate with canfidence and clarity.
The World Health Organisation
(WHO! repors that ome in five ool
I.oqa students experiences arety
relaned 1o career uncertaincy,
underscoring the imporiance of
psychalogical and carest support
systemss in higher educarion,
Ferlndia o compere Blobally,

higher education institutions must
evpive to mest industry demands.
By emphasising job-oriened skills,
fostering partmerships with busi-
niesses, integeating financial lier-
acy, and leveraging technology,
unfversities con ensure that stu-
dents ransition seambessly fram
learming to earning. A woll-sruc.
tared pdication syssem that aligns
with Industry nesds will not ondy
Baast enployinent sates but also
coniribute 1o econemic growil.
Giracluates will oot just secure jabs
bt thirlve in their chosen cansers,
atltieving both financial sability
amil professicnal success.

The mriter 5 an expart in e edii £ LN
NOustry
aﬁ-ﬂi.l b3
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Class Oppression

Excessive pvt school fees are thanks to poor regulation
in a market defined by high demand, low quality

n Delhi, parents have hit the streets to protest excessive school
fees. Private schools charging exorbitant sums under numerous
heads are now a routine nightmare for families. Some media

reports say schoolfees have goneup 50-80% over three years. Even at
half that rate of increase, it's shockingly high. Almost half of all
schools in Delhi are private. Nationwide, that number’s almost
one-third. Crumbling govt education infra will obviously push
more and moreparentstoregister their children in private schools-
plus the pull of English-medium education is stronger than ever,
understandably so. Enrolment in private schools has grown
exponentially—from about 20% in 2010 to 46% in 2023, -
But while demand is huge, just a handful of schools deliver
quality education - and these cater to wealth & social networks.Ina
majority of private schools, expensive doesn't gnarantee excellence.
This majority has poor learning delivery, prioritises profit, and is
known more for high costs and lack of accountability.
ﬁ Givenlow-grade teaching, therelationship between
students, their parents and such private schools
becomes bruisingly transactional. Aspiring
middle-classes are stuck paying extortionate fees
for subpar learning. Neighbourhood schools
compete not on scholarship or pedagogy, but on
‘facilities’ available. And for each ‘facility’,
there's a rate. Taken together, private schools
are running a kind of monopoly, making high
profits by selling a low-quality service. Parents
and students are hapless consumers without
any bargaining power.
Education departments are squarely to blame for the regulatory
« void. Derecognition for malpractice is well within every education
department’s writ. Of course, politicians and businesses are
intricately involved. Even a judge-led committee’'s report on
excessive fees, which identified 449 private schools in Delhi that
overcharged parents, failed toreach itslogical conclusion. The fatal
flaw may even be the policy itself. Why is it in India, policy demands
private schools can only be run by nonprofits? It makes every
education entrepreneur create a meaningless trust or soclety

The dodgy practice starts there — high fees follow. Allow schools to

legally make profit, and regulate their fees. adrh% /
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Education for sale: Middle class contradictions
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pposing imposition
Hindi can be promoted without
making it mandatory

T he announcement of the BJP-led govern-

ment in Maharashtra that English and

Marathi medium schools will begin teach-
ing Hindi as a third language from Class 1, as part
of the implementation of the National Education
Policy 2020, is running into significant political
oppesition. Previously, Hindi was introduced as a
third language only from Class 6 onwards.
Schools with other mediums of instruction have
already been following the three-language formu-
la from Class 1. While some view the announce-
ment as an instance of Hindi imposition, others
fear its potential in undermining Marathi. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis defended the MOove,
stating that Hindi serves as an acceptable lan-
guage of communication across India. But there
dre concerns about the practical challenges of
this mandate: the extensive logistics involved in
teacher recruitment and training, besides salary
costs. Media reports and social media charter
have pointed to an emerging hostility towards
Hindi, which could be a response to the per-
ceived imposition. There is resentment that the
mave is an effort to appease the sizeable popula-
Hon of native Hindi speakers settied in Maharash-
tra. Historically, the State has witnessed a strong
regional political identity, epitomised by the Shiv
Sena since the 1960s. This identity has empha-
sised Marathi pride, cultural assertion, and prior-
Itisation of local emplayment. Yet, unlike Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra has not exhibited overt hostil-
ity towards Hindi. Even the Shiv Sena, which has
targeted varlous groups - south Indians, Mus-
lims, and north Indian migrant workers — at diffe-
rent mes, did not cultivate animosity towards
Hindl. The current resentment, therefore, seems
less organic and more a product of the BJP's cen-
tralising agenda, which seeks uniformity in a eul-
turally and linguistically diverse nation.

While the Constitution 1 unitary in structure,
it recognises and accommodates diversity in
numerous ways. Previous centralising efforts by
Congress governments included the promotion
of Hindi, but there was enough institutional flex-
ibility to balance divergent interests. Though the
BP now governs with a reduced mam:l&te_. it has
managed o secure SUpport fmm allies I'tf-ﬂts cen-
tralising vision, provoking resistance in States
such as Tamil Nadu and Maharashira. h!zan-
while, the educational landscape is undergoing a
radical transformaticn with developments in Al
and neuroscience. Instead of creating divisions,
the Fadnavis government would do well to build
congensus 1o address the evolving demands of
school and higher education. ":"l,‘l.
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A Shift in Pedagogy
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Essential Overhaul

| ?tfﬁﬂ'ﬂ economy’s struchural vulnerabilities—reflected in trade defictts, increased reliance on the
LS, lack of innovation and jobless gromth—necessitate ¢ revamp in trade and industrial policy
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Maha Hindi U-turn a lesson

Th& decision of the Maharashtra gevernment to stay its ewn order to

make Hindi mandatory as a third language for students of classes I to

V in Marathi and English medium schools despite wholehearted sup-
port from the ruling alliance, including the Shiv Sena, reflects the fragility
of the policy to impose language on an unwilling people.

As per the new decision, Hindi will not be made compulsory and the third
language in Marathi and English medium schools will be left optional. The
options will offer Hindi as well. The decision follows stiff resistance from
the Opposition parties and regional groups, and the state government’s lan-
guage consultation committee’s appeal to chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis to revoke the decision.

It 1s unimaginable that Hindi should be facing opposition to its introduc-
tion in schools in a state where the people have never felt that language to
be alien to them. In fact, the state hosted and nurtured Bollywood, the
international brand ambassador of the language. Indeed, the people there
felt that Hindi films not only entertained them but also told their stories to
the world.

India is a country of diversities in every aspect of human behaviour, lan-
guage included. Anything human is welcome in this land except when
forced. The founding fathers and mothers had realised this fact and hence
the deliberate attempt in the Constitution to ensure that every human
being is provided with the opportunity to grow one’s potential in ways they
are most comfortable with, That the rights of the meek are not trampled by
the mighty was the guiding principle.

Tamil Nadu chief minister M.K. Stalin has been fighting a running battle
with the Union government against the‘lratter’s attempts to use Central
funding as tool to impose its will and policies on states, including its pref-
srence for Hindi. The Maharashira government’s decision endorses Mr
Stalin’s stand. This must now force policymakers at every level to open
their eyes and train themselves to be mindful of the hard realities on the

around while taking decisions. s gij
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Unpackingthereal
reasons behind
student fragility

P L SAIDALIY|

ragdinyhashoromea bue-

vord among edomzocs

descrining srudents in the
afvermathof Cosdd-19. The G-
ferd Engglish Incoonary defines
‘fragile’ as ‘mor srong and likely
ti become 1l or sick,” yeL whin
weachers label their snidenis
fragile, they almost alwiys re
fier mix mental well-being rath-
er than ther pliysical bealth,
It is cften lamented thar the
pandemic generaton of s
dentsis “lost".

How were they lost? They
missed pul on peer leaming,
socialisation, incerpersunal én-
gagemens, and the intimacy of
if-person interaction, Instead,
el were glued po the soreen.
With social mingling restrict-
ed, their conpeclons were
virmial—and hose neeEsurcs
have had devaitaling
o their learning, persoaal de-
viloprment, anid mental health.

is 1 measarable
i rieg Ceid, stur
dents learned legs They ab-
sarbed less from teachers and
sz less from their peers. This
was visgble across the spec:
trusn, A student entering the
undergraduare programii:
semmed 10 have learst very lic-
e through o years of highe
secondary schooling, They are
clieleds DOICE (MO DO
i inschool,a view shared by
reachersanevery level.

O a dally basis, Wi enooun-
per stadents wha feel like fsh
cat of water. They aruggle
fo Artkculate thelr dastress
Sehonle and unbeersities haer
responded to this crisis by
appointing counsellars—but
those couwnsellors gre ower-
besoked and owverwhelmsed.
Assignement deadlings slip,
extensaon requests mudiiply,
and exbaustion is FEONPANT.
All inF collexgues worry -
lessly ower snedents’ VAnErE-
hility—even a Jotming exam or
4 firm deadiine can trip them
intoerisis. Asteachers, wehear
1heir requests and empaihize,

Vet [ been wonderi
il pur snudends ane more
comntered isokation during thi
pardemic, Wi mo last socisl
commact, felt bomely, and bucksd
rhe daily virnml ségstons that
kept the srodemis conmechid,
Sris Covidthe sole culpriti The
nnswier appenrs ko be no.

Life is hapd, pardts have
kmyg sodd children, regount
ing their cwn trovails and
rifwlations i highght msd-

ern comforts. Compared 16
cIr parenis’ ar grand parents”
Tives—in amenines and living
standards—we have come &
Ty weny, 1F e s alwanys heen
hard, can we hlame all fragl
ity o0 Convid? Probably sor,
Ferhaps the pandemic merely
accelerated s orizis brewing
foryears.

In the past decade, mohile
phomes and the Inperner have
expased everyonie—even those
in remote cHmmunities—to
life beyand their immediste

ings, as Ask Doron
and Robin Jeffrey noted. Cow
idd thrusst cpen these doors fo
soumgsters. Every parenc had
o ersure that thetr wartshad
access to a emartphome and
the Internet. With this tech-
nedogisation of sodety, as Cal

finges, aur afeniian
gpan has rpduced, becoming
increasingly bess abde 10 de-
woie our Hme (o importens
gasks without bengdisoracted,

rely heavily on lecnare-sryle
clamrooms Hiw canweadapn
educational mechods with the
technologisation of soclery?
Wi must imeabve students
more acrively in learning,
The first impedimens to such
practices seems i be the class-
poom srrecture, They ané not
architectorally designed to

encoirage sring eogether in
ard discussions, and cheering
inrerpersonal engagemenes.
They folkow an indnaduals-
tic approach, relegating peer
hearning acd amom o
outside e clrssrooms.

1n & techoologised society,
DUF FOAnEEErs hiawe become
increasingly alone aurside
the classrooms, more ghed
to their smortphones and
laprops, virtusl warkds and
trending arvkes in the alger
pate world, 'We s teachers
rezetl F¥OW I0 CPERTE IDATE Of-
portanigies for peer kaming
ansl soctalisations inside the
classrocms more tham ever.
If wir o not become §us-
apgpful in achieving thar, we
will contEnwe o blame our
]munf_ peaple, calling them
fragile and vulnerable. The
probiem isdeepand srecin
al. gndwe, asteschers, havea
hig rode Lo p sy,

e mrpher AR AESTILAME
prfissar, Deparement of
Sociniogy, Sup VMool
Hnipersriy, Dalhi-NCRE

ikl el e
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SCROLL, CLICK & STRUGGLE: STUDENT
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS DNLINE

at tnday's stadents, social
rmazdia 4 as abigquiteas as
thee classrooms they stody

in. Platforme like Instagram,
Facebook, Snapchat, Whats App, and
Discord are not adl Il o comumu-
nicatinn.... they've become ceniral ko

o [ellowing rmental heakh advocscy
conbent, can feter resiBence and con-
mection. A study among medical sn-
dents a1 Wrdehi Instsute of Medical
Sciemeoes and Fessarch Centre, White-
fichl, Bangaloee said thoss who osed
woeciall prvedia Sor meore than four hours
a chiy had stgnificantly kvwer wrll-
heing scores Than those who used #

hosw today's ration foomn kemtl- Jar ander teo bevars. (i
K, usrture [ s, consima spaality and intent of usags wen:
infrrmation and express themsehes. indicators—those whe umed socal
This coestant conmeckivity has given ik for scademic enllaboration or
rise 1 & critical debste: [z sodal media  emotomal sopport ketler
stlemily lwhn’bm:dlmnm i tan those who used B for
bealith, ar can il iiigied ta :mmnmmartmpmm
port emoticsal wel-bemg? i T:mn.muy mitlator bere was

Tha satkrics pales o comples pic-
rore. In Indiz. 2 national survey fund
ase ol chibdnen bebween e apes of
nice and 17 spend noee than &

mzi'ztzunl.andlilrn&l;uhgt ivite.
riunately, there ane grow-
ing vt 1o gaide sodents fowand
healthier digital habics. n [mdia, the

hootsrs datdy om ocial media or guring, Ferals povernments eevan!’ men:
plertioeres. Such bevels of engagement 18 health programme has deployed
raise immediste red flags for pspchelo-  irained counsellors acmas elleges 1o
gins and educainr afike. fmematoral  offer suppart, wming dig-

reseanch las whowm that scolescents
whto spend more than nen hour a day
o sncial media are searky Hhnes fimes

itad platforma s widen soopss anl raiss
awareness, Same universities mow hog
‘Aiival deton’ wecks of run shodent-

mmvore Ikl tn experience depresmion. led menial heakh canpalges on fns-
‘The Ropad Society foe Public Health Iq:rm.uluuﬂw-r&i‘:mh-am
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feelings of lonelines. The emerging

T is Clear, meoreaive oF WTreE-

ated uae ol =il m 21 correlabes !

:Im?lljm]:\.- “hﬂuﬂinﬁhn‘-:d well- i’:ﬂ"m M'diglim"
relationship with technology,

being amung woung people
Eiml-Tile cases have often drawn
imedia anteation. Arminds Todd &

Canadzn |n|=-c-j:r=r;hl;'-r'ﬂ*hh‘|'"“'ﬁ one that encourages critical
I after enduring relent- R

e et tying s buckmait i thinking about the content
behind a haunting YouTube viden “ﬁmﬁ'm Iltlﬂlt‘-

1heat deiwiled hor sisuggle. Hom siory
becam & global wake-up call an the
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Uproarower rising fee in privare schoals in Dehi has revived a question,

How can ediscation ke made accessible without compramising on quality?

Targeting private
schools won't help  government school

Remake the
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Ethical education
is already
osmbedasd in
the educotion
systems of major
eranomies of
the warld; India
just needs to
follow suit

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 25 APRIL 2025

Ethics Before Excellence

T an era of rising imjustice and moral erosion, ethical education must he wrgently
itegrated into curvicwla to nurtire responsible, compassionale Indian citizens
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WALTZ OF OPPORTUNITIES & HURDLES

Industry-academia disconnect and lacklustre research domain are taking the sheen out af rapic

expansion of higher education infra. Effective strategies are needed to navigate these barriers
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inig. Yo, trnctinenal, Che-
pry-hesvny,  dssTanation
ireven mock] eonbeanes o dominals meEny
inglitutans smd vl be fundamentally
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SETTING NEW BENCHMARKS
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NOVATE, TRANSFORM

INTEGRATED AND DUAL DEGREE COURSES

= INTEGRATED B5-MS: Somg instiution
e gin with & bihosd cimitidum encom

15 affér & Mhve-vear integratid B5-M5 pregramme, whes shudecis
passing ol coie diciplings (e g , ooy, chembstry. muthamas

Ie5, physcs) and then speciatiss in onp or two areas in kabes semepstes

l!.'PHMH.i MPHARM: This dual dagree ciasre combines undergraduate o Eraduate coursas in
Fharmacy. 1t tevers pharmacestical science, clinical pharmacy and dist formmfalion
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g or civil mrvioes, [nstlustions
Bie Panjaly Univeriily tomtinue io
offer mong support for S alise-
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imtrarce exam Gradusis Pharma-
oy Aptiiude Tesl (GPAT) After
tompletion of this degree, one can
pewctics aza phemariss and weck
3 ramge of indusiries mlated to
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ENGINEER THE RIGHT COURSE

FUture engineers must match their interest with skills & job roles that will be in demand after 4 vears
[ COMPUTERSCIENCEENGINEERING(CSE) |

D & 5 SeEGaL

| RGIEERDNG is essen-
'J.i.:.'l.l'l..l.li-uf"mul.fmn
—% g hueman Fees byusing
scentific  prinelples,
l tecrmology and. kusan
miellipercs for peremabmg mnoeas
wre or betder splotions 1o address
meal-world
1k rexs rerrieed thi mmm[am
sapser choioe of shuderiis for Gorsdes
a8 f exreer im This firdd  ererares ol
Begurity and social satus andplenty
ol aveeises Tor carssr prowdh
Sadecting Uhe right branch and
oollege ramaiae ane of The main
cancerns for shedents as well as
for parents. When il comes 1o get-
ing 4 digres, ITs {Indian Inst-
TEs of Techinslogic) mre oorsid:
ered the gold standard for asplring
studenta. Th pes adedssion m e of
Ihe preémisT enpinescing instibs-
tians bn e caUreTy | rol o cake-
mk!..p.l.r_':l. atotal of 17 740 seaks
alfered by & ITs across various
anginedring peiframmes, more
them, 12 laki candidaies appaared
for JEE Mmn Enirance Exam
JEEY, In Jarmuzry 3025,

T STTarpencd of MW COUTRES
ofien legee stoderis more oon-
fured acd in nesd of guddancs o
pelerl B pragraEsss Uhal will ge
them o good package oo pood
ompany alier :mduu‘.im.

Wik fihe oe engineerng
traniches, o the umbeella branches
a5 thiy are pogulacly alied, such as
Civl Engeaing, Compaies So-
nie: Engneening (CSE]L Festrizal
Engineerimg. Mechanieal Exginer-
mg. [hemiml Enginesring aed
Ehiactronices & Comernmication Engl-
neerng have pemained  popular
pmong shadenks for dermdes, with
b eriving nieeds of Uhe ndustay
and mpid advanmements o the
worid of techmslogy, the demand is
for mure specalised enpmeers il
an & reaull the sib-branches which
wer earlier Lrughl 83 parl of the
oo enpineerng bramehes have
niw betaimn full-fedged engiraee-
ing brarches of thiss gem e

118 e 34 s o Thise i~
ing Helds of snpeecrey and joi
[ peis i akd for the gl uslcs

MECHANICAL
That teminch s 1 The de=igning.
qunulsryrsyy  wl  IEneng
rachines and mechinsl seems
that spphy Ui prindpies Of s,
msbimials arsenie and Tathimedi ¥
provide mnnrabive solubicns in indher
{en, rchudes) el il
ek, ReTiRgacts Ml dXuTEY TGy
olhen D L rapi Ay evobuany echoe
L't:l'-l-; ahmrayeranls, e nded Fest
rruoi epe bl ergginesrs his heiddi
vl vt full- ekl g
gz e o (i bk, Thesstans
ASUOAAIERE (]|
MEERPG; [7 [Druses on
thiv disdgn, mernlic-
turing amd  Emainle
raner & aulormitkes

r-E-I B a Bedd Thal eommdrie
erergaaber soemee with ang
! neeringpriewiples thtjcirtly
e o the design,. devwelpmenl
| and melntemare of compuler sys-
Lettrnd and nebwarke, CFE pratusies
| e takaup thejob o ol e Softeam
Drsedoper or Softemm Fngircees Web
Tesveloper, Bystem Audmdniatrsbor
Fetwink Engineer ared Systern fes-
Lyed it obeers
| Wielo CSE has teenimed the
mot peeferred Mr‘
rchiice among shuderts for
discades, pver Bhe peass ¢
rhanlgy Eadevilved sl

2
¥
£
[

heve T
hesomie full-
Badged  mpeaarey
oranches  of

mrvd ther coorgonenty

Job okes: Auinnotive  Frginesr
Automotive Desgner, Prodoslion
Engineer srad Quallly Enginter
AEROSPNCE ENGENTIR-
BG; Thes Toesaaes o
C& dislgning,  deveiop-
i meni and besting of
s el spacorrall
Wikl Do pea branches: Seronaat-
cal Engmessing (Mights within
Eartie stmaepheny) and Astnesnb
2l Enginesring (space travels)
Job redasr Arraspdace  Enginess
Airrrafl Design Enginoes, Propul-
gion Engiceer snd Flight Tesi
Engimeer.

P4 aEd eompraler Engi-
nearing lodesigeand
divelop mlelligenl sysiers and
machirs,

Job robis: Aobotaes Ernginees Auoena
iz Enpireer, Camrtral Sysiem Exgl
funier and Sofeasiny Fnjanees,

L |

mmmumﬁmzncf & MACHINE LEARNING.

] |.|.I':|.I-. whichican

ol 1o pursie 3 S2Eme nAI
attriurted to the figh demznd o

rabagss wd hariiive pb poepects ey offer

t-EJ.m:IH.t 12k

it of o Maching
Hepar, Al Frsearid 30

|: :u'ru'l; Enpnooe, Al & ML Arcained,
HEP Enpimers and .lJ Product Margze among others.

Lot vn cinser oppert-
ciffes Here's olook af these ooars-

Ly splve problems and manage
infemnatinn sysbime il invelves
desipring, madsinisg  and
mplementing compaies  softs
wiiki, kardwsire and managing
metwnrke and dalaaes

Job roles: Saftwere Developsi
Infomatien Seoaty Azalbest, Soft- |
ware Enginesr, Bl Stack Develop |~
af and Matweek Engussr.

BT rvierret of Thisgal Thess s o |
kigh demand for loT enpresrs = |
s ok ket Lewsy whivds b e
en by the powih of conmecied

i gh dismad Tor Uiise en glneers
5 diriwen by the imcressed oyber-
dinaaraty thield,

Jab rales: Crbersecursty Ana-
Ty, Metwork Security Engineir,
Secarsty  Consultang, Elhscal
Hacker, sle

Hon technigues o imprrve e alli-
ciarcy and wlTactiveress ol indostn-
al processes and systems.

Job rodes; Blamalaciuring Eng-
neat, Produciion Engleeer, Qual
ity Engimeer, Indfostral Engineer
aced Plant Engiseer,

CIVIL ENGIMEERING
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Teaching children to eat well must begin in school

ust meeth, world leaders gathersd in
Paris for the: Mugritien for Growsh (NG
Surnmnie, 1t wes also & e for the

L Unitad Hations General Assembhe

[MGA) bo armpunce the extensiog of the Unlied
Mations Decade of Action on Muritcn, Fom it
origingl tmeframe of 200625, o 2030, This
extershon seeks b pastain the global momemms
to-end all forms of makmiriton and align efforts
mare closely with the 2030 Ageseda for
Suscaingle ent

“This could he a turming point in nutrition not
oy to accelersan progress bt alse o ghilt the
forus beyond foed access — to undersiamding
whiast peaple e, how they eat, and why they ea,
eapecially when it comes o childnen. Nulriten &
net just @ heakh comeemn. It bs incricaiely
conmected to education, equity and
errvirprnental sustainahilivy.

8o far; global motriton efars hewe rightly
foovsed om the first LODD dags of life - from
CORCEPom W Twn years of ags — asa critical
winshoroy b present malnuerition. Bul we W
lmvorey thae the nest 4,000 e marmes just a3
much. I‘mmm&rﬁfﬁﬁﬂ]ﬂm:
growih spurt — a e of rap X
ematiooal, and behavicaral charges and oferng
2 seeond window of npportanity b owercome
early chidldhaod deheits,

o uatrion during this phase ean help
chifidren catch up on growth and s the
feeundagion for bomg-term hesith, But o di thar,
we st ghift o focis fram just feeding chifdren
to teaching them how to eat well,

A sicke event gt the Paris suninie - “Leamn o
Bzt Wil Bio-diverse Dists acnl Yourh as Agents of
Change” — mack chis point loid and clear. &
signals a global ehif bn thinddng: that [ood and
nuerition educarion mast begin in schaols, go
heyomd counting calories, and help children
ke chaices that are good for themsehes and
the planst,

4 changing world

Tracl i, children are growang up In & world where
[cod is everywhere — apdered with a tap,

delivered i the door, and beavily marketed.
Chaoosing what to cat has become increasingly

um -

: Hﬁtc-rﬂdr:n ek the broowledze and the shills |

A

i Feurder-CEG, Food
Fuliirs Paondstion
arad Toemir CEQ, Food
Ealfety ard Siandards
Aurthoriy of India
[FE3AI

Food Bieracy is
o fHIger i

b miake by chofoes, Thesr diss ane ofen
shaped by bahiis, peer infisence, of adwertising
rather chan iuEiton or wadition. A2 result,
many children skip breakfiss, ear wo Few fnis
an] vegetables, and consume oo mrach sogas
&nd prcoessed fand

Imparinnee of dietary dhversity

A kazy casulny s dietary d@varsiny — oating 1
variety of foods to pet &l the oumients the body
e, The U recently adopied Minimim
Dietary Deversity as a global indizstor under
Zuslainable Gl 2 (En] HusggedL It
smnply aska: O b chiid aar & basst fve of W food
prmups in the last 24 howrs?

Sy, in masry places — including both cirkes
and willages in India -~ mest childres: deonot.
and peflecrs deeper problems In our food systems
and education,

dinhetes, and mental Bealth kxims, Researnch
shows that smost W% peevesaeble adult diseases
begin with hatis formed i childhood -
especially eating babits. This highlights the usgent
need toostart eardy, aml schools ane the best place
1 build healthy babirs.

at, food and perition edocaion & missing in
mces classrooms or is oart-dated] &md nist Inked 10
real life. The abeenee o 2 propes wmm e
Ape-appropriahe arning reounoeE Reven
harder to teach children how oo eat well,
Teackwers afien b the malning and she sook o
teach it well ‘Withous stroctared goidance,
schonls simagghe no delieer meaningful food and
nurition educatdon

This is why we peed a stnachred and
age-appropriste corrioulum that goes heyond
food groups and incisdes Westyle habits and
environmental awaseness, Ishould s@r eardy -
at the preschan] hevel — and grow with the child

lapoury; the
focas must shilt

Fromm just

feeding |

children o
teaching them
bt ear well

untH at Jeaar the middle stage, belping them
coomect the diots between food, health, ideniry,
ind Fusminatility.

Zuxch & currleahim coukd cover everything
froum b the lmen body works and the
iimportance of diverse foods in oar diets, ta hw
fosnd systems fmpact the eviropment, & cenizal

omes thal inclnde & wariety of kesal, seasonal, and

| culrralty falirr foces. Thess et provide

better pitrition, sepport local farmers, reduce
anvirnmental imgact, A preserve traditionel
Fovced kernerd sl e

1t st bee et of schiznl Life

Teaching children to eat well should not be
Erired to ome-off FEaTenEss sesskns. ar
occationil activides. 1t needs bo ke woven nio
school I, This means having weskly lessans
with riaie, well-designed learming

| materials, supported by healthier school

canteens, kitchen garders, smple cocking
sesgiond, and srndeni-led campaigns, These
real-fifs experiences help chil deen fild astng
Lkmeawiedge, ek, and values around food,
healit, and well-hemg

Aol the warld, schools ane already showeg
wmm:-gmbhimdﬂmmmhﬁ
Jearsiing how thelr food choices affect thelr
| health and the plner.
| 1n India, the Natiomal Ednmaticn Policy and the
School Health and Wellness hzee
exieatied noom for such Integrated leprming, Bul we
| reed a clearer structure, comprehenste
curricihim, 8 et ome dedicated weekly session
el through the sadesic year, appropeiate
learning rescurces, and peopacly traimed
teachers.

Cnildren mmost be seen not anby as lisrnens i
and ok, they can inflience thei famibes,.
friesie, anid even thelr cosnmmiesties — whisther
| by asking for betner schook meals, redacing food
WA, OT SpETAcing. awWareness abo healthy
eaing. in the end, learing 1o ext well i nat jus
| about fod. s shout helping children 3o cae
thidr healih, understand their caliue, 1=

Lm‘dg‘uﬂlﬂ:ﬂmﬂﬁ] T
%h'_ﬂiﬁt. izl huarders: of
under nuiTERn 10 cveTEsnmamption, clinalt
| crange and caitural Inss, food Herscy is ne
bﬁ;hmnr-lnﬂw
want 10 /risn & Eemrarion tha is
| heslthier, more

part of this st be promoting bio-diverse dies — | education - SLartieg today. vzl

b |
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Ramanujan Eternal lamp in the temple of maﬂmmal:lﬂs

On April 26, 1920, the nation lost Srinivass Ramanijan & rare mathematical genius. His mathematicsl coscinssness Muminatesd the world for etemity. This is not
maraly his death anniversary; it is a celebration of a saint — like devotes of numbers who shevated malbematics to the malms of phikosopiy amd the divine
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MULTIPLE BENEFITS

States of America has his eyes
— and mind — trained on a
single goal. It is to prevent a waste of
federal funds by granting billions to

"[111& president of the United

universities which allegedly do not |

penalise anti-Semitism. So he is pe-
nalising these universities, including
Columbia and Harvard, and setting
the path they should tread in the fu-
ture. It is, no doubt, pood to have a
prezident who looks to the fubure, but
hh&turyﬂﬂghthelpmmﬂﬁeratngpms
ent passions, The unique system of the
Ameriean research university grew
out of federal government funding,
millions of dollars at
first and billions later

tralised with the states in charge of it
helped, not hindered, the development
of research and excellence, something
that governments nearer home could
note, In 1980, patent rights for federally
funded research were transferred to
the universities from the federal gov-
ernment. This gave a special fillip es-
pecially to work in biomedicine, com-
puter science and engineering. The
feeling of discomfort that was never
totally absemt aboul being beholden
Washington was a little neutralised,
This was also a step in increasing the
university's autonomy in academic
and research matters.
In spite of the disad-

; vantage of the academ-
Military paraphernalia Federal f“F‘de 13 being dependent on
—fromradarstobombs ~ fOr American  paliticians, the greater
were born in university ynjversities resulted good that federal fund-
research laboratories, in hich-level ing and its acceptance
The best-known is per- m gh" eve achieved was remarka-
haps the Manhattan research and also  ble excellence in learn-
Project. The idea then : ing on the one hand and
was of a national su- the national gDDd national progress on the
premacy, and the uni- other. The US's past sys-

vorsities were the instruments of it
with research funding The symbiotic
relationship allowed universities to
attain the highest quality in research
facilities. hire the best teachers
with any number of MNobel lanreates
and attract the best students from all
over the world. Meanwhile the gOV-
ernment got what it wanted: its funds
ensired that.

Military ware were not the only
products. From medicines to cure the
worst diseases to the means to explore
gpace, from methods to produce the
best crops to the most used search en-
gine — the research laboratories pro-
duced everything. In science ag in the
social sciences, the strength and excel-
bence of the universities could nob b

gueshined. The fuct (hat the |1iH|'IE'I
cliucation sysiem in the U is deocen-

tem — past now with Donald Trump
cancelling funding for ane university
after another — was exemplary in un-
derlining how the government’s gain
and the national good are intimately
linked with excellence in learning and
independent research. The govern.

ment's own interest in funding univer-
aities remained at one remove — it was
not disinterested, neither was it coer-
cive, What this manifested was breadth
of vision. Academics and researchers
could werk without external pressure
but only with their own intellectual
push to achieve the unprecedented,
This 15 an example that could work
in other democracies, not least in

| India, from where the best seholars

| and researchers tend o go overseas

W work, Mr Trump's example s
il desiranbale. s -
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f What is behind Trﬁﬁpk crackdown on US. universities?

DATA POINT ]

famband Parthasarathy
T nit=d States Presdent Da-
nald Tramp's admdnistra-
ricn bhas hen aTgeting sev-
eral S universities, Gecising
them of anf-Semaitsm. When Har-
ward Unbversity refused to comply
with the demands al the ‘White
Heizse an hiring, admissions, and
teacking practiees, the admindera-
tion froze federal grams 1o it
O March 10, e LS. Depart
mment of Education’s Cifice for Civil
Righas sent @ betier to dose g0 60
uriverdilies saving they were wn-
der tnsestigaricn for Tide VI wiola-
ttoms relatEng o0 Eni-Semitdc ba-
paasmert amid diseriménatan. The
lutger warned of actisn & the un-
paersitics failed o comply with the
administratoe’s demanids.
However, the federal powemr
ment letter, ebished by Hanard
University on s sioe, revieals thirt
il demancds lave more i & with
reguladon ol e

forms, a [owne nass AT C\Th‘l‘n
Furding sources, and disciosar of
all pegassie {reemigra e, hiring,
and adsnissivn-relbed dara to il
foderal government, Tt also in-
dudes aditing the sudent body,
|'=|_1|||_':|'| a_rd lEIItI"ﬂﬂdP fir whew-
paint dersity. These sgnal th

} of acadesde fresfom m

his F’iﬂ'ﬂm‘a other e
nu.::ﬂ was that the universities
cornission an external pariy bo
PTLc Fﬂ'ﬁmu and I:h:ﬁﬁl'l-
ments, thar most fsel amml-Semitie
ramassrTEnt of reflect de.]
capeure. Data indicates tht there
i Ve Freadom ﬂd’__‘“""?-'m‘fr;

anid dissemifsiien
"L::';'_E thags fin thee 3000 This 18
alse evident froan she Freednm ol
acacémic and cudrurnl exprassion

Lk
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While anti-Seimitism is supposedly the rigeer, the aciion hinis &t & broader motve

im thee 1.5., which has plunged 10
iz boawest in tweo decades.
Acoordmg o Al-Defamaton
Leagne CADLY, an ant-hain crgasi-
samian thas tracks amt-Sentiie e
dients inghe L5, o5t bo D54 -
wHEemitic i were reoorded
im the ety s 2004, 2 248% in-
crease over the pasy fren years and
e et im the 46 years since
AL iracking sech Inc
s, The asd also mentionsd
rhii incidenes rose more seeEply
colleps ase] umdversity campiies
Oats deralling ant-lsrzel ach-
vizm on 0.5, Campuses in 2021
shrws Ehal anfi-lsresl cidents,
which include incidents of and-
Semitism, weme mosrded oover
430 % i thé counery, e
gluding which recelved the
Wrier. Ning of the 10 campuses
witich recorded the mast number
of incidents,” inchling Harvard,
here: recetred the keiber (Table 23
Hiwwever, a dose logk ar the daca
slucens that i 202524, 64% of the
2,557 ant-lsras] nedents racond-
s CAUTPAMSESS WA T [IPTAESTE.
T Foderal posermment also

demnainded thar Haresrd Universiy
trmedisicly end all diversity,
| puity, and indheson (DEL pro-

anmnl.-nﬁrs_.mﬂ'dl‘rﬂu. pa-
|Lﬂmﬁﬂdl‘m‘hﬂqﬂm,
including DEbased dSsciplnasy
or spesch comtral politdes.

wiane thain half chese 50 unbver-
sittes, which are expeceed o
comply with these demands, are
cassified e B Doctoeral univers-
s with wery ressstistch accrvl-
. RegldiE :hgj-.-?‘hmartl.dm:]
frsscitutiose are relativaly maore in-
clstve with equal spporiinities in
graduite enrotment For all racil
and sthnic groaps. Consequenthy,
il share of tniemmaticnal stadents
in thvelr toral Inake is er tham
in other insdtotions 3k

The dara showy. et wile anth
SeEndtic inchdeants and on: the rise,
wgm“wh\.ﬁﬁﬂ!‘
mands of the adminismation rales
sty 45 b ahént whetksr 1
wanits £o et anti-famitism o e
migrazion and acadimic freedom

e
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- hege bas bedn
| some bad news
for the Hamank-

iR, A WEAr ape,

|:h= Undversity of Kent, the
LK., confemed that i
wud.dﬁaemnmllﬁn
v, Anthropobogy, Heahh
and Eoclal Care, Joemnal
ism, Music snd Andio
Technodagy, and Fhiloso-
phy and Relfighois Snadie:.
Ciing finarecial reasoms,
Canterbeary Eﬂmﬂnm
Lniversiny Kent - an-
nounced 0 Fovemher
2024 that it would stop al-
ferimgg Engligh Literarare
programemes fom Sephem-
b 2005, Cand#fl Unbversi-
iy does ot wamnk to conl-
e Ancheni

manitari or “shades of b
mrnity” capecilly Greek
aned Latn classcs, Gime
Iua:mdﬂ:fm a.n.dptl..ﬂ
puages, raliire,

suphy and History. The

couse of thelr coneent and
CHi

S -

pedagogy.  Subjects ke
Phiyeies and Chemisory fo-
i om matter and depend
mhhl:n'h:q'u-:ﬂ-&'mﬂmm

athrop mll"aj'ﬂ'uﬁ-
uudulﬂ:%hmmh:-

of the Hamanicies |s nat a
Tepert phenomenon, fr a3
abrly af the 15th cenhary,
GerEan her Wik
lweim: Dilchey classifind all
acalei Mﬁ i
R0 - groaps: B Fhiiman
Seionees ard the Namral
Golences, Whal is sppaliing
H'I:ll-l.l: over the Humanitie:
ﬂ:mrlm
sisnces,  Dilthey
Went a furrher and
proclaimed that, to sue-
wvive, the Homanbes
showtld adops the emplri
cal methndodogy.

HINDU (P-17), 28 APRIL 2025

Whither

Humanities?

Without ethics, aesthetics and hermeneutics that
constitute the soul of the Humanities, the world
will not be an ideal place for human beings.

the world, STEM stodonis
pocket most of the place-
ments, Husmanitdes smu-
denss are increasngly g
nonbad by TecTaneTs.

Third, Schetsed dipinid

o mhorstory experiments

and desd wirh Eacis, and be-
Hewe that trugh i Zingalsr,

Eutﬂ:;Hmmlrlﬂ. E
¢lally from a posiEmo
Emu:ﬁ-e that has called
an “incredulity twerds
EEENEITALVES", lpﬂl‘. of
trths in the plural. Ths

pradominanty oo guanti-
cathve data.

Fouirth, there 45 some-
tbmes a feeling that FHa:
manites shedents are ot
quibe ax diligesn and harc-
working & their Science
poupderparts whh a.p.!p.d

s ome of =
rergths, Secoced, o stody
of the Humasites ingraing
2 senge of empathy, which

i vitl oo the sarvival of the
liamankind. Arisnotie
tadioed] abxour piry aned ter-
ror did the resaltamt calf-
arsls, Only becouse the
leEammery are empathetc ta
the (gagic proBgoosts do
they experience piry and
Bear, Thied, the Hsmanites
help enhanoe the e
emotional  inelligenee
Foiarth, the Humanities
promate  hermensuics,
the theory of inserprets-
tiom, The Social Sciences —
and Puire Sebenioes 100 to
gome extent - msed her-
meneatics 1o imerpre da-
o B el

, ¥, ]
mignities Teach us o ook 1

the waorld aestbsetically and
appieciie  oenc “the
meanest  fowser Ul
Iras”,

P Snow o his Rede
Lecture {19550 remarked
that “the inb=llechial life of
'llagli}r[!'ﬂl_mcml'uls_hmu
inghy baing split into twe
polar groups - lerary Ioe
tellectuals ab one pole -
and an the oibier selenedses®
{“Two Cultures™s,  Uli
metely, these should b a
ra ent  betwesn
||'|¢FW;:TMI we should
siebve to bridge the gap,
rna]-d.ugr.h:maiu.uﬂﬂgm. |
cremencally ecientificioys-
tematic as in the caae of
Dignal Humanities, and |
the Sciences mione ipman-
lszic, ampecially in terms of

worhd will mot be &6 jdeal
place for human bengs,

|
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Cosmos
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to classrooms, the

impact of Kasturirangan

"Ill"'tﬂ'l the many robes he played n

| India's space missions, including

the success of Mangalyaan, K Kos-

turirangan will be remembered as

the man who took India closer to the stars.

What is less well kmowm s that his quiet bril-

liance alsa shone in another direction. His

most enduring legacy may lie not in the cos-

s bt in the classrooms of India, where his

work through the National Edocation Policy

(NEP) 2020 continues to shape the Fves of mil-
liomns,

As chairperson of the NEF drafting commmit-
e, recogmised that the key to
India's growth lay in empowering its youngest
minds with the foundational skills necessary
for a prosperous nation. NEP laid the ground-
work for a future where foundational Ureracy
and numeracy (FLIN) are not aspirational but
guaranteed for overy child

The impact of his work, particularly
through initiatives like the National
Initiative for Proficiency with Read-

highlighted NIPUN Bharat and G20 took up
FLN az an international priosity, Green shoots
from the FLN drive are beginning to show in
survey data, According to the latest Annual
Status of Education (Rural) Report (ASER), lit-
eracy levels in government schoels have gone
up from 20.9% (2018) to 23.4% (2024) and
numeracy from 20.5% (2018) to 27.8% (2024) at
the national level = the highest ever outcomes
ataGrade 3 level. Another NEF breakthrough
has been recognising the importance of strong
early years and pliy-hased learning for chil-
dren in the 3-6 years age group. This has been
institutionalised in the form of Balvatila (pre-
primary) and Vidya Pravesh (fransitioning
from pre-primary to primary) programmes, &
total of 72% of sudents were covered unde
Vidya Pravesh by 2023,

Anaother cornerstone of NEF 2020 Is the cre-
ation of larpe, integrated school compleses —
a move away from fragmented, under-re-

sourced institutions toward more
cohesive, resource-efficient huhs.

ing with Understanding and Mumer- The PM SHRI (Prime Minister
acy (NIPUN) Misson, is already being Schools for Rising Indla) scheme,
felt across India. He may have kid the launched in 2022, represents a major
foundation for a developed India gtep forward in implementation, 4
built on the knowledge and capabil- : where 14,500 schools are meant to be
ties of those who are children now. Ashish transformed into model institutions.
Kasturirangan’s deep commitment 1o Dhawan These schools are meant not only o
education was apparentlongbefore embody NEF's pedagogical ideals but
his role as the chief architect of NEF = also to gerve as demonstration and
2000, In 2008 he was appointed anchor schools within thelr clusters.
chairman of the Karnataka Knowl- e g, 3 The National Curriculum Frame- !
edhze Commission. In that robe and as 4% . workwasalso revamped under Kas-
a board member of instiutions such E2 0 turinngan's keadership for a better fit
s TIT Roorkee, [T Madras, and [I5c ; Em? ﬁg}' It restructures”
Kasturirangan was instri- ng into four stapes — founda-
mental in shaping curricula and Bikkrama tional, preparatory, middle, and see-
iding strategic decisions inIndie's ~ Daulet  ondary — aligning currieuhum and 8
higher education systern. S5ingh pedagogy with child development
y the time Kasturirangan tookthe mibestones. It also shifts focus from
helm of the NEP committee in 2017,  ——— rote memorisation mbm]_gﬁn% CoTE
Inelia was ata critical juncture. The education  skills like critical thinking, problem-solving.
ystemn had made significant strides in enrol- and the application of knowledge; emphasises

rrent, but guality remained a massive CONCETTL
His core insight was simple yet p[nl'uu[zd_:
“Children who leamn to read, read to leamn.” I
students don't achieve the first milestone of
reading and rumeracy by Grade 3, they fall
hehimd not just in schaol butin life. This would
have profountd implications for their ability (0
enpage in higher-level learning and, wltmately,
for thedr succnzjﬁbrmhfc. s
M eveiy hiscanie 8 MOVETET
meF;mw.merlﬁmwﬁ have launched FLN
missfons and programines. and ['-I]_.SI-rﬂiA
FLN {a programmc that alms o improve
teacher raining and education quality) has
bees adnptrﬂhy&ﬂ%nlmu:s and] Union Terri-
tories. It even made it to the G20 Summit in
2023 where Prime Minister Marendra Modi

FLN, experiential learning, and a reform of y
assessment methods to measure conceprual
understanding rather than just exam perform-
anoe

Kaﬁh.Irlraugm may no o

Buthis I Siior n:g.mr.: be with us_.
tive changes he initiated in India’s education
system. His work continues to push Indian
education teward greater inclusivity and inno-
vauon, E!“"““l;;?-nflhﬂt every child has the
opportunity to ' , amvil tharive i ;

idly evolving world. S s s i

Aslpish Dhawsin L'r_ﬁ:lh'lrd[';TED anril Bkt
Darelet Singh is opernting parmer, The

o Carmvergence Fonndanion.
e vients expressed ore persoral

i e e RIirrdal T AOTORE Witakhagainam 'ﬂ‘l‘rlh'.l],,l #ind bl by Al o Ry Fa 1o 1 e
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MAN AND THE MISSION

K Kasturirangan played a leading role inIndia’s
ascent in the global knowledge economy

VERY TIME A person in one of India’s 115 “backward" districts logs in to the

internet or the weather office issues an alert to farmers, or people receive a

timely cyclone warning, the country reaps the benefits of research by soen-

tists at its premier space agency — ISRO. Unlike their counterparts in the US
or the former Soviet Union, India's science planners did not envision the country's space
programme as an extension of the country's geopolitical ambitions. India, instead, used
its satellites as developmental and modernising forces. K Kasturirangan, who died on
Friday at the age of 84, played a defining role in this endeavour. From being part of the team
that launched India's first satellite, Aryabhatta, to preparing the groundwork for the mis-
sions to Mars and the Moon, the astrophysicist left his mark on virtually every landmark
development in the country's space odyssey. As ISRO's head from 1994 to 2003, he steered
the agency during a particularly challenging period when India faced strict international
restrictions on access to technology.

Early in his career, Kasturirangan was mentored by Vikram Sarabhai. The doyen of
India's space programme believed that funding constraints shouldn't restrict India’s tech-
nology ambitions. Sarabhai’s mantra, "doing more with less”, was at the core of the space
technology developed during Kasturirangan's leadership of the agency. After the 1998
nuclear tests, India was denied the crucial cryogenic technology without which a well-
developed space programme could not be built. Kastunirangan, therefore, set great store
on indigenisation. The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, perfected under his stewardship of
ISRO, became a reliable launcher, whose affordability attracted international clients.
Sarabhai's influence was writ large on [SRO's remote sensing initiatives that aimed to
provide the benefits of India’s space research to farmers, fishing communities, and par-
ticipants in the health and education sectors, At the same time, Kasturirangan was also
a leading voice in the post-liberalisation science policy firmament which believed that
India of the 1990s was poised to join the ranks of space superpowers. The fact that the mis-
sions to Mars and the Moon cost a fraction of other global interplanetary missions is a
restament to the innovations of Kasturirangan's team.

Kasturirangan was respected, across political circles, not just as a space scentist but
as a scholar who understood the links between knowledge and society. In 2012, the UPA
government chose him to head a committee to deal with the complex question of na-
ture-human interaction in the Western Ghats. Five years later, he chaired a panel set up
by the Narendra Modi government to draft the New National Education Policy.

Kasturirangan will be remembered as a scholar who played a leading role in India's as-
cent in the global knowledge economy. §&12-¥ /g
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iN PERSPECTIVE
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Australia’s reputation as a welc
anew 1‘53ahty. Amid an acute ho
politicians are turning to capp

VICTORLA K ik

ustralis was the clear op
chosce when Al Bajwa, 2 m-
tive of Pakimns, wante:d 1o
l:l'l.l.ra.rﬂa.lh-ct-unmm;igﬁ:u]
nEadscienee. Theresearchin

: e Bl wns  thee
anivrsities were highly canked and mer.
e sTUOE b were weloomme in thecouniry,
whereinternatorad education hia e re
rmaﬂmﬂ-ﬂ"ﬂl!hiﬂmﬁmm“frdﬁ
miutef the grougwl.”
 Bajwa arrived a decade specialis-
iag i wesd control. Heh t his Famdky
aver, all beeoming naturalized citizans,
He spent years in Wagga Weegs, 2 rural
e, working for Use state prvemmens
and cogtinung, research in weed scienoe,
He now teaches st La Trobe University in
Melbourne znd &= 2 homemaner:

But those hoping to Sillow Bajwn’s path
[ a newr realice.

Polltcinnson both sidesofthe nide hove
turmed o capping the mumber of inreme-
thonal sdienesasa way o remmunaford -
tile howsing, o crisis at the top of vofers”
mrnids before mext month's slection. The

avgeurmenr de dfar ffsls will redocs dernand
for rentals aned sarer homes and tam
dhown prices. Bt s 0omajor shife for A
ks, b e cooncmy de pends nnmbning g
that omoe saw sd wcation asa “super groath
sector ™ and sought incompete lor suadenis
with thie Lnited Stases, Britin o] Canmtl
e gaina ot mare than ve loeecn Iner
nabonal studenis," saxd Bapwa, 35, “There
ahcrld be=p Jotmore lensonimpeodng the
selection criferia of fequirirncnls dean &

Tolarket ban or limiting the number.”
Lnstyear, the uzent of Priome i
ister Anthony ese snught to Enpose

a limdr om irdermational studens bug faded
o pass begisfation. It bes sioce inorensed
studen visn feex andd slowed proceasing,
reducing thi wvival of snadenss Fomover-
ms.'l'lﬂﬂ-pj:ln:u:iu:_:lu::{lrr. Peter Dinznn,
has pledged i Ar sicier resrans
an E!nnlﬂdﬂ-ﬂwsmlﬁﬂli-. lashing the
auenber by a furiber 30,000, [or 4 cap af
230,000 new arrivals & year — ?.ruﬂ e
dheasy trspling the eraximyom v [ees map
£, 000 Avsiralian dolars (ehou 33 200}

Sirict barder :l;:lnh:'pnk during the Iﬁ;'-
AEIrUS ¢ { ANy Eernst
:f;:.ulnmL Bur #ustralia then made
a concerted elfort f6 bﬂmfmm
pempsrardy remoyving wos
and Tﬁrﬁni i fmﬁ“" \;Eu fiees. That led
fin 2 recand surpe 08 STUCENLE RITTVEL, =
ghat country in g:QS and 2024, with toeal
internacknal student enroliment opPIkg
| emilfan Far thee Gestime last e,

Iy S phember, Duttan spokeal sudents
wiho apply @ remiin ke coanery afier
i chegrecsasthe modern version of the
Mnlmﬁvﬂ!."lnillﬂppnlra:ﬁIL-E-:'mi‘II:I
re-fugees amd ney him-snebers. :

.l"-l.amr::}inlus'ri:lng_hcm:ﬁh‘l‘l [romsmmi-
grution, which hins boossed iis Inbov foree
|:||'||:I_-.fn|ng,|:r|1l.'l'l'ﬂ.5!'b:|.llly. & o] 30 ol s
populataon wis hein ovelseas, anel pearly
|salf hagat leas ooe parent hormaverss.

Bl wieves love shifued, and ot just
by Thoe Liniaeed Suatesigscnatingsing and
reenking siudeni verds in thrastic [nsheon,

8
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oming destination for international studentsis facing
using atfordability crisis and a heated election debate,
ing the number of international students as a solution

i

amh i

—_—ed

La Trabe University in Melbourne, Austraiia. Both major poiitlcal parties sre pledging steep cuts on the nomier of foreigners

alloawed bo Sudy bn Australia as 3 way 50 redn In runaay ROUSINE Prices. THE RTw FaK TES

Howforeign students lost
theirsheenin Australia

casting therighr romidyin the oounrynsa
privibege thal can b skenavmy ssensinghy
arhiracily; Canadla baz put the beades on
the il of sipcdenes from abroasd: Brstain
hins installed pew resrictians chad 5 said
veniild prevent people From usng smodens
wrisas o o work i the counry,
Australia had long mliowed and even
encouraged major univensties 1o become
dependinl on inMermaticoal sudente 10
expand their campuses and resenrch pri-
ams, Forsignens piy much igher fees
%Ihnn domestie grudents and conirihice n
subsiandal portion of the schools reseni,
“Inberetinnal studenis inAusimalin hxd
preen wsed for quile sone tme o8 # foom
af an expost indusry.” sakd Peter Elusiey,
a professar of education poliey ar Victoria
1Prwersity: "]'I:r&qu':mefltpmmm-
1l shemep indsiry, 105 been the sme
:igm ingern pnicnad edodption
The pastpauidemic sagein mlemasionad
suderits epincided wich an ooue hoosing
abinrdabilivy crisis in Australin, Homeval-
pes: hawve sonredd enmpared with Inconaes,
risizng nbout 5% broam 2020, Sydney wid
ihe s erst-iordibdnsd by inthe workl
alvir Hong Kong in 2023, based omacois
pariso of medinn hone prices to medin
o,

vtk i lniple fnctors lsive oot used

foithe crunch in bon ding sepply—inchiling
Inbar shorages, rising construction costs
nnd reguincary lsues —memadonal s
dents have mado for an expeslient, oon-
VOLing segment o tarpel asa quick fx ior
paliticians.

The sentimenn was refleceed [n a ques-
tico pul 0 Albardae, of the cenber-lolt
Lakscer Party, and Ducton, who leads the
Like=rnl Pary, in their first debare of thes
& e L Syl

e e @ I of Etucdiznid wiha are here
visiting wha are burying housing within the
oy een, said o Fé-rear-cldwoman named
Fanine, witso sanl g wid Concermnd aboit
her children and gramd ehildres's abioy in
o7 sl o affiord nhame, “When s ooe
al iour poeernmentd BownE 10 N up and
sy, Aursrralia belongs to AusaEan™

Arckrew ionion, a prafesorolhigher od-
ucation policy at Monash Busineis Schoal,
sabl there was noguestion that the number
ol srudents arriving in the < custry —many
of themn wanting o remain in the counery
rreshb e b e

m 1w shoriape.

At chie same e, he sald, '|I:?fu'n.'n|
apike is an ab=srmtion bevavse of pent-up
hemand during the pandemic and fewer
stusdhenis returming, home. The proposed
enps, b sdded, weuld be & shorr-revm

eolbation racher than the more choughetul,
comgrehensive migraion policy refoem
m:ql:‘-neu:led. ", s

Criics have also nooed thai miernadon-
] studencs largely oocupy aparmenls
and share houses concentruned mear the
unbversires charwoudd prpieally nos be the
nypes af homes soughn oo by frs-dme
Bomebuyers.

Clifford Suryana, a fourth-sear siaderm
ai e University of Sydney studying law
and commerce wii is from Sursbays, o
denegih, 50l hi had leamned sch from
Aistralian teachiers whoBved (n s bome
torem. When i came tme o think aboey
uniwegeny, e gid B f=le o peneral affininy
for Auseralin and also thowugh there were
business and diglomatic e with Indonesia
thaiwoilillend chemselves socareerappar-
funrties. Many of his felew inermtionsl
students, wia malke up reardy half of che
#udent body at the Universicy of Sydney
ard necound for foue-filks of the school's
muitiom feed, contziete fr mon: o dustml-
nesciety thon they mbe from it be said.

“Most of therm would wone 1oowork in
Aasraliaor gobeck b their soigingl eoun-
try with knowledpe they pot from Austral-
ja, he mlu.'hlmmiw.ﬂm wotdd
only be peed for & perafa.”

The Mow York Tinses o, | 7
___.--"
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Sins of omission: A

textbook case

he National Council of Educational Rezearch
and Training (NCERT) has revised Class T 50-
A cial science textbooks for the currene academ-
ic year by deleting sections on the Delhi Sultapare
and the Mughals, Instead, new content such as ancient
Indian dynasties, the Maha Kumbh, and pilgrimage
sites have been introduced. Separate textbaoks for
history, geography, and civics have heen replaced with
as'm.glet&rthnni-:.&p;'ﬂringﬂcrﬂ} ~India and Beyond
(Part 1). In the new book, history Jessons end with the
Lupta dynasty period between the 3rd and Gth centu-
ries, and the Delhi Sultanare and Mughal periods have
beendropped. Chaptersin the new book dwell more on
the political landseape of anciant India, Satavahanas,
Chedis, Cholas, Pandyas, the Mauryan empire, and
emperor Ashoka,

Unlike the old history textbook, which began in the
7th century and covered the medisval period inghad-
ing the Delhi Sultanate, the Mughal rulers, and their
admministrative systems, the new book’s focns iz on the
five themes of India and the Wortd, Tapestry of the
Past, Our Cultural Heritage and
Knowledge Traditions, Governance ===
and Democracy, and Economic Life apetions on
Argund Us. There is a new chap- the Mutihals
ter titled ‘How the Land Becomes UKL
Sacred” on religious sites and text WU L LU
of the Kambh Mela claiming the NCERT

articipation of 66 crore pilgrims, .
%CERTnﬂidajsnyﬂmﬂmmmm texthooks;
bookisonlyPart], and further chap-  §ELUCIEHTTTTT
tersare expectedinPart 2. However, BTN
they danot say whether the omitted been political
portiens will be ineluded in Part 2
covering the rest of the syllabuyg, —/]/—/ ——==
which is expected later this year. Un-
wom Mindster of State for Education Sukanta Majumdar
hassaid that the section om the Mughal era hasnot been
removed and only repetitions hyywe been edited our,

Thefactis thatan importan: perod of history is miss-
iugh:mebnnk'sr'anlwimnnc:rrainw of it being in-
cludedin Part2, Textbooks have beenreduced 1oanide-
ological and political battlefield by the present regime.
The NEF's focus on Indian ethins is g fig beaf for this pe
riscicexercice. Thers have been atbeast three rounds of
MCERT textbook revisions. Texts have been rewritten
on the pretext of removing overlapping content, Ref

o o the Babri Masjid demolition. the 1975-76
E:mﬁ;:muy, LCralit movements, Maxalite insurgency,

communal violence, and the 2002 Gujarat riots were
rewritten, cut, or remaved, More disturbing than the
perindic changes is the lack of clarity on the content
and uncertainty over what part of the syllabi may be
retained, removed, or revi wWwhenorinhowmany
stages this wiould be done. Vi
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Answer 1s not to go private

Private universities may not be a panacea for Kerala's education ecosystem

PULAPRE BALAKRISHMNAN

Theere areareas in which Kerala bas notbeen
2 Jead pr, The setting up of private universi-
s is one. But now an keclogical rubioon
bas been crossed with the state's legislative
Assembly recently passing the Kerala Stai=
Frivate Universities Bill (KSPLIE) An anicle
inthis newaspaper [“Why Kerala bas lnally
cpened the doos Tor privare universities in
the state’, March 29) stated thar Kerada iz
thie last stabe in the couniny o allos this.
The change of mind has very bikely been
forced by the growing public arcention
iyt the e of college-age Malayalses
1o IFeR L o ouasiche 1he stabe, 'What will
Tolbioves thve legislative 2ot 15 & mamer of in-
terest. Expectations wiuld bes be maded
by Bt e expevience wibh privahe ieiger-
sities slsmatherein the cotintry and the long
hiszory ol private présence in higher edu-
catiom i Karala ikl

There are 471 private undversities in
Imdia. That makes for ower 15 niversities
im a state on average, a nember Large
encrugh o influence the characeer of higher
education in thew reepective states. Has
their presemnce led to higher educational
starsdards? fiswievws on what constilues a
sy peThor e i carson vary, we ITLa L 3 S
ple criterion fo answer the question, witch
weorild b whethsér srudents graduanng
Erom the private universitios ane invariahly
terrred informed within their area of study
anif possess greacer criticsl thnking abil-

- N

iby B you are oo compare students romithe
very ksl wndergraduate colleges of the
prurbilic ursversities of india with those from
the hest private universines in thil neagh-
hourfapd, the answer inmary cases is
“nw”. The reason is mos fr b seelk The e
privabe Lniversities hire Baculcy with worckl-
dlasz gualifications, who masily deliver -
struction o global stamdards. i has beoq
the euparience, however, that thiz effering
Fanol necessaniy imbsbad, When students
are from the wiealthiest sections of 1he
convmarial dasies, being assuped of an o
heritance, they Base mo incemtive o leam
OF the werak link between well-stocked
ureersities ard the quality of their produce
vee should have leamied lemg apo, from thie
experaence af private medical cofleges in
seuthem India. India has allswed prvare
enterprisd 1o priciice doctoes whao have, ae
ni pint i thedr past, faced competition,
mor will Ehey have to face it at oy sEge o
their furure. A% long as India's private uni-
veraties furcion @ client serses, itwogid
be nalve to ekpect that they can rajge the
standard of education in this country,
Whiliz Ketala may not have had privats
universities, it has. for ar lieast a cenbary,
had private colleges. These are termed
“aided educational institutions®, as they
receh fnancisl suppaont froan the govern-
mreenil. W can learm Froam this histony. That
50405 b the aided coffeges are gaing abeg-

Eing paday shaors that puhlic pevceprion
of thetr academic value is low even at ithe
vary o fees set by the povernment, This
ix not surprising. By far cthe greater pars of
these institubions are victwally denoming-
fienal with strong caste of feligioums afil-
iabians. They heve beenestablisked ta pro-
e the career of sectinnal grovns and ta
reproduce their culiural values, Such 3
mexsiog i5 nof simed at providing a supe
rir eduration, even a5 i has an ethically
gaestionable exciusionany bias, Mast of
the private aided esduiions heve nat up-
hieekl demiacracic watiues either Their infrac-
tiong range from dismssing, rather than
Backing lecnarers atracked by immolerane
teligiows fumdamentalists ra colluding
with comservative shadents who cancef the
screening af filies with a depsction of al-
fernatihve semualicy, 50, iF privabe universi-
ties in Kerala ane o emerge fram the same
BroEyaiem, wee may expet litthe improve.-
msenk by wany ol educational cpuality or a
shift o 4 Fheral culture

Finalby, while private universities may
be secular, itis mor pecessany that ches il
algo be likeral, that is, apen m rankending
idenlogies and permitting a critcal stance
by members vis-a-vis the power slits, W
are seeing this play our right now in the
Unsited States, withits lading uiniversicips
sucoumiling o the pressure o dismantl e
whole depariments at rhe behest of g

regime fhashie io cheir oS, How the pil-
VEAE UPCTSITIES Lhal mey emenge inKerala
will handle similar pressine @ amilsadiys
guess bt in weowld be witad to thedr credi-
bality as universitess. Given the nnmens=
Pt of The state, 3 tolerant one will Le
essenbial i the #mergence of lberal pri-
vane universbies here. A university over
which the fear af e state hangs like a
swarnil Cannot serve the pairpase of being a
fite for the purduit of knowledge. The
KSFUB proveides for a far ereater presenge
of the stare i Bovernance than i the case
in nther states in ndia, with a prowision fos
ROVETTITHEN fepressntarives in many of the
crucial stesring commattees, Fven if such
AT ArrAngernent 18 0OCa deterrent b entry,
it dt will pan oot Lager o is s an ko,
Thereis the PossIDETY Tha L it meny suppress
Vilses critical of the state's namative oren
=500 parfisan schimes adopted by ihe
palitical party m power.

Howvever, while one showld nar be
dvechy oqiimistic of theoureme ane need
at b pessimiztic either. The future eed
riat e i il past. fevena fev secalienr
sequar and Bberal private unaversites wers
lo emerge in Kerala, comgetition coukl
e ey vast piblic university svstem
pperforen ar least a hiife begres in sCTving the
aspararions of s pouth e vy

The viiter is o coomamice f"! |
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The rmssmg entrepreneursin Indias startup story
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What is the controversy over
Bengal school scam?

Lnrn:rmamfﬂaidtl:hu{ rainecd o imiaineed candhidites heen matke public?

Shire Sabuy Singh,
Tha story sn

CosmmlsiEn WERSC R
Eelhais's Salk ks arva, nmdredy =f
isacher of Sair-mn schook decided m
call-off e agiestion for o wesk, The
Fronesty had erepesd on AprE 2 et dis
AL POVETaTIERE went Back on i
proimike w0 meake pebllc the Lt ol
I.i.l'll.rd I.I'd'-'r.l.iﬂ * carslidsivs bnthe

b cusi in G

Whas did che grrversment wy?

The porvermament sakd it kad ser the list of
‘ainred amd wrdainted ' candidanes o thie
distriet isspeciors of schook. The
proteivrs nakd dhy Wil neiim i dick
schoals, anad pemume the et m s few
days. Do April 26, snler proug of

¢ . o »

| [ e, (e Yo D g

| whaf of Siste-run schools, held & mestng

| wetih thve Siaie preermzmeni, Choed Mindsser
Mamiana BareTjes amnounced thar s bong

| ik [haz pmabier b pazaikng before tha

| oats, Thee Siste o s et woodd band

|| ormt 45,0000 e manth for Group £ seaff
amd TGO per reonth for Grodg Iasil.

| Wt Barve thie oors rubed 7

ml'-'l-hﬂtll Eumtd&cumujr-‘ltr:&

£ b aprichimenia
253750 teaching and stalfin
e e T o
PrO0ess wak Carrbnd cui iy HIME By the
WHEEC, A Benck oomsnting of Clisf
Justize of bradin Sangie Khastis and Mo
Sarjuay Kurmr agreed with e High
Tty fnding thiat e selechion peoces:
wom "vitated and ridled widy
meantpalions snd B~

i

The Sapeerne Cinarl il (e Caloura
Figh Comrd urdered she izrmination of &
entie panel of teachieg and nenw=aching
slall a8 niehr the WESL nor dhe Wit
Rengal prevernment came op with & Lstof

Jporeermunesst by alring e services of
"umbsgnied” seachers o 1he Sy

prveTTomea anad cided sekels g0 b
retaitaad Bl 6 Seiss sorrdimesr

mﬂﬂhjﬂl‘mdﬂm‘r
|H-I-Mll:lln'J1u1|l-rrF|:f

nof-seaching sl
ARty ghe Al 1T coder, prissas

I L g

HI.I

e on the e grreermment and
thi WBSSC 5o release the het of "lsined”
and “untaEred candidges. The Seane

and wha 8 fes, Yo asly e o woiry
bl wivether wou barve your job aed
witisther you ane pesting vour salaries on
Eme” M Banir e sid i) a bl
meerng on April I So far, peicher the
West Dengal Bducation Depastrmeng ror
it WESIC bk o Dul with
thes lbr. However, the profiesting ieschens
whin held i tingis with WHSS hores
polnied ot that ot of 17206 machers
recrraind charing 2016, 150L1 were
‘umeainved” and 10 Con s

A the We s Bengal schood recrnmces
weam condisues i make hesdbnes, the
bR trecsrion |5 ervend the Her and g
Tidrilser M'Iﬁéz'nd'ummﬁ'
e ETpiFes
sy L ek juint b nakariess bt alsa
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