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Flip-side ofed tech 
MATHEWC NINAN 

l at once, we embraced 
technology and placed 

Ait on a pedestal. Now, we 
are paying the price, as children 
grow up distracted, defiant, 
difficult, and even dangerous. 
Technology dominates schools 
today. Nothing else seems as 
significant. Its reachis vast, and 
its impact, all-consuming. 

Are we so enamoured with 
tech-driven education that we 
areblindto its downsides? Isitnot 
timeto take an objective view and 
assess the pros and cons of tech-
nology's overpowering presence 
in schools? 

Every school worth its salt 
wants to stay ahead in technol-
ogy. They proclaim their high-
tech hardware rather than their 
human software- relying more 
on machines than on people. The 
entire school system has been 
turned upside down. 

Schools advertise their cut-
ting-edge technology, digital 
learning labs, and robotics. But 
hidden beneath this glamour is 
a colossal mistake: we are aban-
doning the analogue mode of 
learning in favour of digital, with-
outfullyunderstanding therisks. 

Are we, in Matthew Arnold's 
words, in a desperate situation 
"Wandering between two 
worlds/ One dead and the other 
powerless to be born"? 

Screen addiction is a growing 
concern, especially among 
dren. Families struggle to wean 
their children off smartphones, 
tabs, and other devices theves-
tige of the pandemic. Yet, while 
parents fight this battle athome, 
schools openly advocate screen 
use in their classrooms. 

chil 

TeacherS, too, are forced to 
adapt, using technology to cap-
ture the attention of students 
already immersed in the digital 
world. Many teachers find this 
transition painful, but they have 
no choice. 

The harm causedby excessive 
sCreen time cannot be ignored. 

diminishes children's ability 
to focus on auditory learning, 
as they grow accustomed to 
visual stimuli. Studies show that 
one in three children in Britain 
is short-sighted. The blue light 
fromscreens is causinginmense 
harm to children'seyes, with one 
billion children worldwide be-
comingmyopic. Experts recom 

menda maximum of two hours 
ofscreen time per day, but many 
Spend seven hours or more. This 
overexposure also leads to sleep 

sequence of screen addiction. 

turbing rise in mental illness 
among the young. Suicide rates 
have gone up 167% among girls 
and 91% among boys. Cases of 
selfharm have surged by 500%. 
Thenumber of children hospital 
ised for eating disorders hasrisen 
sixfold in a decade. This should 
serve asan alarm bell for the rest 
ofthe world. 

on the playground. How do we 
explain this? 

Children suffer serious dam 
age to their development mile 
stones when addicted. Their 
thinkingpower is impairedrath 
erthan enhanced. 

Studies in the UK show a dis 

Reading and writing are being 
replaced by passive screen con 
sumption. Is this not dangerous? 
Noonewould argue thatreading 
andwriting on paper is less effec 
tive than cutting and pasting in 
formation from an online source. 

In many modern schools, as 
signments must be submitted 
online. It is predicted that by 
2030, all testing will be online. 
How, then, can students be 
weaned off screens? 

While businesses promote 
technology as 'futurisic, the re 
alityis different. Tech giants like 
Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, 
and Steve Jobs understood this, 
which is why they did not give 
their children smartphones. 

Educational software sales 
generate billions of dollars an 
nually. No wonder companies 
push schools towards high 
tech solutions. However, some 
developed countries have be 
gun reversing course. Sweden 
has removed technology from 
classrooms, reinstating black 
boards, books, pens and paper. 
Australia is following suit. More 
countries will likely do the same. 
India must also take a stand on 
this critical issue. 

Technology must not be our 
master. It should serve us, not 
control us. This is where we 
erred-we embraced technolo 
gyuncritically. 

deprivation. ,anotherserious con- of calibre and commitment 

Children on public transport 
spend their time glued to the 
screen instead of watching the 
panoramicnature around them, 
people moving on the streets, 
cows grazing on the meadows, 
and the meandering rivers, az 
ure hills and skies. The whole 
world is shut out. How could 
they develop their imagination 
and thinking skills if they do not 
come face to face with the world 
asit really is? 

We must acknowledge that 
the most powerful tool in the 
cassroom is an excellent teach. 
er".Notmachines, but dedieat. 
ededucators-men and womar 

The paradox of our time is do not nake a classroom, nor that children are distracted in do state-of-the-art labs ensure classrooms while they are silent goodeducation. But t passionate 

make good schools. Four walls 

teachers do. 
(The writer is Director, Little Rock, Brahmavar, Udupi) 

Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 01 APRIL  2025



Data analyties 
course breaking barriers for non-techies 

AMARNATH MITRA 

he digital age has transformed indus 
tries, and data has emerged as the 
new oil, creating a need for data 
driven decision-making. While the 
demand for data analysts and sci 
entists soars, many professionals 
from non-technical backgrounds 
may get intimidated by the com 
plexities of data and the process of 
analysis and often feel excluded 
from this data-driven revolution. 

However, the reality is that data 
analytics is not solely the domain 
ofprogrammers and mathematicians. 
Any individual who has domain 

expertise and an eye for detail can 
shine as an analyst. What is required 
is a good course on data analytics 
that focuses on understanding the 
concepts and applying them to real 

world problems rather than mem 
orising complex codes and mathe 
matical structures. 

Demystifying data analytices 
courses for non-techies 

The misconception 1 that cours 
es on data analytics are solely for 
those with a strong math-stat or 
coding background is a significant 
barrier. The truth is, data analytics 
is about understanding and inter 
preting data to solve problems at 
hand and make informed decisions. 

Mythbusting: You need to 
be a coder to take up data 

analytics courses 
Contrary to popular belief, a 

successful career in data analytics 
doesn't require you to be a pro 
gramming wizard. While coding 
skills are certainly beneficial, many 
tools and plattorms pood by 
generative Al have been 
to make data analytics courses 
accessible to everyone. 

Democratisation of data 

and analytics 

Ask effective questions: 
The first step in data analysis 

is identifying the right questions. 
A strong understanding of business 
objectives and challenges is crucial 
for framing questions that drive 
meaningful insights. 

friendly analytical tools and business 

intelligence platforms will help and 
ease the process of data analysis. 

Visualise information: 

Develop the ability to explore 

and understand different types of 
data, their sources, and limitations. 

Grasp fundamental analytical con 
cepts to interpret data accurately and 
draw meaningful conclusions. User 

Effectively communicate com 

oraphs, and dashboards. 
plex findings through charts, 

The beauty of data analytics Beyond the numbers 
lies in its ability to empower indi 
viduals from diverse backgrounds. 
Whether you're in marketing, 
finance, HR, healthcare, or any 
other field, data-driven insights 
can enhance your decision-making 
and problem-solving abilities. A 
data analytics course equips you 

with the tools to: 

Make data-driven decisions: 
Use insights to inform strate 

gic choices and measure the 
ct of decisions. impact 

While technical skills are 
important, soft skills are equally cru 
cial in data analytics. A good data 
analytics course tries to incorporate: 

Critical thinking: 
Develop the ability to question 

assumptions and analyse informa 
tion objectively. 

Problem-solving: 
Learn to break down complex 

problems into smaller, manage 
able steps. 

Communication: 
Effectively convey insights to 

Understand data and analytical both technical and non-technical 
audiences. process: 

Overcoming challenges 
While data analytics offers 

immense potential, non-techies 
may face challenges. Here are 

some tips to overcome them: 

Start small: 
Begin with simple data analy 

sis projects to build confidence 
and gain experience. 

Collaborate with peers: 
Use your domain knowledge 

to work closely with data analysts 
to leverage their technical expertise 
and gain insights. 

Continuous learning: 
The field of data analytics is 

constantly evolving. Stay updated 
with the latest trends and tech 
nologies. 

Practice, practice, practice: 
Regular practice is essential to 
develop strong data analytics skills. 

By embracing data analytics, 
non-techies, with their domain 

expertise, ca stital landscape. 
a competitive 

edge in today's o 
Don't let the technical jargon 
intimidate you. With the right 
mindset and guidance, anyone can 
harness the power of data. Data lit 
eracy is becoming an essential skill 
across industries. A data analytics 
course, therefore, can be a game 
changer for non-techies, empow 
ering them to make informed deci 
sions, drive innovation, and excel 
in their careerS. 

The author is an associate professor in Big 

Data Analytics (Information Systems Area), 
FORE SChool of Management, New Delhi, 
India. 
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India's educational transformation- the true picture 
thas been argued that the education 
system in India has veered off its Course in 
the last 11 years of the Narendra Modi 
government. In fact, nothing could be 

further from the truth. The country that 
witnessed the monumental neglect of the 
education system by previous governments is 
deeply aware of the unpleasant truth. While 
nations across the world reimagined education 
for a rapidly evolving world, India's educational 
framework remained trapped in a time capsule, 
with the last major policy update in 1986, which 
was marginally amended in 1992. This was å 
deliberate perpetuation of colonial mindsets 
accompanied by a move to insulate the country 
from rapid technological changes taking place in 
the world. 

What past policy was like 
Corruption and a governance deficit were the 
defining features of the country's educational 
past. Public universities were systematically 
starved of funds. Unregulated private institutions 
mushroomed into degree mills. Those who suffer 
from selective amnesia need to be reminded of 
the infamous Deemed University scandal of 2009 

university status was granted to 44 private 
institutions without proper evaluation, with 
many found guilty of financial irregularities. 
Political interference in education was rampant. 

The University Grants Commission and the All 
India Council for Technical Education became 
instruments of control rather than enablers of 
excellence. Appointments to leadership in 
universities were based on political loyalty. 
Textbooks deliberately downplayed the 
contributions of revolutionaries such as Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Veer 
Savarkar and others while portraying 
uncomfortable historical truths about foreign 
invasions. Historical narratives were carefully 
curated to serve partisan interests. India's diverse 
cultural and intellectual traditions were 
systematically marginalised. All of these 
contributed toward creating an education system 
that remained disconnected from India's glorious 
past and devoid of civilisational ethos. 

The National Education Policy of 2020 
represents a decisive break from this inglorious 
past. It isa product of the most extensive 
democratic consultations in India's policy history. 
Based on the five pillars of access, equity, quality, 
affordability and accountability, the NEP 2020 is 

Dharmendra 
Pradhan 
is UnionMinister 
of Education 

The National 
Education 
Policy of 2020 
is based on one 
of most 
extensive 
democratic 
consultations in 
India's policy 
history and will 
enable an 

.educational 
renaissance 

a policy of the people, by the people and for the 
future of the people. 

The focus is empowerment and change 
One of its primary objectives is to correct 
structural inequities inherited from centralised, 
rigid and elitist frameworks. With this 
transformative approach, the enrolment of 
Scheduled Castes (SC) in higher education has 
increased by 50%, Scheduled Tribes (ST) by 75%, 
and Other Backward Classes by 54% since 2014-15. 

Women's empowernent is at the heart of these 
reforms. Female enrolment across all categories 
has grown by an impressive 38.8%, crossing 2.18 
crore in 2022-23. Among Muslim minority 
students, female enrolment rose by 57.5%. In the 
board examinatiòns, the performance of girls has 
shown steady improvement. In higher education, 
PhD enroment among women has increased by a 
whopping 135%. Today, women in the field of 
higher education STEMM (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, and medicine) 
constitute 43%, thus shattering the glass ceiling in 
domains that were dominated by men. Female 
teachers now constitute 44.23% of the teaching 
workforce, up from 38.6% in 2014, thus 
transforming academic leadership landscapes. 
The data represent a fundamental shift in India's 
academic ecosystem, with women reclaiming 
their rightful place in India's intellectual journey. 

These gains reflect a fundanental shift in 
priorities. Per-child government expenditure has 
increased by 130%, from 0,780 in 2013-14 to 
25,043 in 2021-22. The Government is 
prioritising early childhood education and 
foundational learning and numeracy for a child's 
overall development, cognitive growth, and 
future learning. Government schools are being 
upgraded with modern infrastructure, holistic 
pedagogy and other support systems. With 
concerted efforts, the number of out-of-school 
children and also drop-out rates have decreased. 
The pupil-teacher ratio has improved, and, most 
importantly, learning outcomes have been 
steadily improving. 

The NEP 2020 has introducèd futuristic 
elements such as coding from middle school, 
multidisciplinary approaches to problem-solving, 
and innovation hubs in rural areas. Over 10,000 
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) are nurturing 
grassroot-level innovation. The Government has 
plans to add 50,000 more ATLS with broadband 
Internet connectivity in schools in the five years 

ahead. These initiatives represent a fundamental 
reimagining of education for India's future. 

In higher education, sustainable revenue 
models have freed universities from resource 
dependency. India now has 11 universities in the 
QS World Rankings top 500, a remarkable 
improvement from the past. Research 
publications have increased by 88% since 2015, 
propelling India to 39 in the Global Innovation 
Index, up from 76 in 2014. The 
Anusandhan-National Research Foundation is 
nurturing research and innovation in 
collaboration with industry and academia. 

Language primacy 
Most significantly, the NEP has restored primacy 
to all Indian languages and knowledge traditions, 
overcoming the decades of 'English-first' policies. 
Through the Indian Knowledge Systems (KS) 
initiative, over 8,000 higher education 
institutions have adopted IKS curricula. Through 
the Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Yojana, 15,000 
original and translated textbooks in 22 Indian 
languages will be published, which will beneft 
millions of young minds to express themselves in 
their mother tongues. 

The Government's commitment to social 
justice was reflected in the enactment of the 
Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in 
Teachers' Cadre) Act, 2019, for reservation of 
teaching positions in central educational 
institutions for SCs, STs, and others by treating 
the Institution as one Unit' rather than a grossly 
flawed system of treating 'each Department as 
one Unit'. Similarly, the Government dispensed 
with the mischievous practice of declaring �None 
Found Suitable" in university recruitments to 
reject candidates from SC/ST/OBC categories and 
converting these into non-reserved posts, in the 
interest of making reservation truly meaningful. 

The government remains focused on building a 
Viksit Bharat wherein education truly liberates 
and empowers. The decade ahead will witness an 
educational renaissance that honourS India's past 
while fearlessly embracing the future. India's 
education systern has finally broken free from 
colonial shadows and ideological captivity. It 
stands poised to fulfl the dreams of millions of 
Indians. 

This is not merely education reform. It is the 
intellectual decolonisation that India has awaited 
for a long time, which will catapult India into the 
comity of developed nations. e 
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MAKING HER WAY 
Patna University Students' Union election has been a launchpad for Bihar's tallest leaders. It's now a young women's club 

NFEBRUARY, WHEN BÊP's Rekha Gupta was named the Delhi chief minister, Co ngress's Alka Lamba reachedacross the aisle withaphotograph from their student politics days in Delhi University.In 1995, Lamba had been DUSU president as an NSUI leader, while Gupta was the general secretary,representingthe ABVP. Thirtyyears later, in another state where women's political participation has been limited at best, the Patna University Students' Union (PUSU) election has thrown up a memorable result: Women have claimed three of the top five positions for the first time in the university's history. 
The success of these women speaks not merely of personal achievement. As Bihar CMNitish Kumar has said, this "reflects women's empowerment in Bihar", an increasing 

socio-economic autonomy that is a result of developmental policies such as the Jeevika 
programme under the Bihar Livelihood scheme, 50 per cent reservation for women in 
panchayat elections, and Kumar's cycle scheme that saw increased female enrolment in 
educational institutions. Over the last two decades, women's engagement with the po 
litical process has also undergone significant changes. In the 2020 Assembly election, for 
instance, the total turnout of female voters was 59.7 per cent, compared to 54.6 per cent 
male tunout. On the other hand, of the 371 women who contested the elections, only 26 
were able to make it to the legislative assembly. 

From Lalu Prasad to the late Sushil Kumar Modi, PUSU elections have been the launch 
padof several of Bihar's tallest leaders who have played important roles in national politics. 

t Inan election year, the victory of these young women sendsout apowerfulmessage of amore 
inclusive and diverse political representation. Italigns with broader national conversations 
on women's rights and participation, especially in the ight of the Women's Reservation 
Bill, 2023. The future is a fertile field of opportunities for the gutsy women from Patna.e 
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Third language choice: Hindi in non-Hindi States, Sanslrit in Hindi-belt 
Data hint that Sanskrit and Hindi are preferred by default due to a lack of supply and demand, even if they are not imposed 

DATA POINT 

Maitri Porecha 
Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Vignesh Radhakrishnan 

ith the debate over Ta 
mil Nadu's refusal to 
adopt the three-lan 

guage policy still ongoing, the lat 
est data needed to address key 
questions on the issue is lacking. 
Vital data that could help bring 
clarity is the list of languages cur 
rently being taught in schools 
across the States. Notably, DMK 
MP Kanimozhi Karunanidhi raised 
this question in the Lok Sabha (LS) 
last month. However, the reply on 
ly provided the share of schools 
that taught three-languages, with 
out mentioning the specific 
languages. 

The last survey with this detail 
was the 2009 All India School Edu 
cation Survey, which is not public 
ly available. The Hindu accessed a 
copy of the report through sources 
in the Education Ministry. Notably, 
even in the 2009 survey, school 
wise data on languages taught is li 
mited to the primary stage. Ho 
wever, the insights remain rele 
vant, as the LS reply from 1995 
states that 27 States/U.T.s had im 
plemented the three-language for 
mula (Table 1). 

An analysis of the 2009 survey 
(Table 2) shows that in Bihar, 
99.1% of schools taught Hindi, 64% 
taught English, and 56% taught 
Sanskrit in the primary stage, with 
only 8% teaching other languages. 
Similariy, in Uttar Pradesh, 94% 

taught Hindi, 75.3% taught En 
glish, and 65.2% taught Sanskrit in 

the primary, with just 7% offering 

other languages. For Uttarakhand, 

the numbers were 99.5% Hindi, 

85.5% English, 79.4% Sanskrit, and 

2.6% others. 
Data from these three States 

show that in Hindi-speaking 

States, the third language offered 

is mostly limited to Sanskrit. This 

is notable as the 1968 National 

Education Policy (NEP) had pre 

CM 

ferred a modern southern lan 
guage in Hindi-speaking States. 

Officials in Himachal Pradesh's 
Department of Education told The 
Hindu that in the last 15 years, 
there was no enrolment for Telu 
gu, Tamil, and French due to un 
availability of teachers". Also, in 
the State, 34% of the 100 sanc 
tioned Punjabi teaching posts are 
vacant, 71% of the 100 Urdu teach 
ing posts are vacant, while only 
9.8% of the 5,078 Sanskrit teaching 
posts are vacant presently. The 
high number of teaching posts and 
low vacancy at present also hint at 
Sanskrit being the preferred third 
language even now. 

A similar situation continues in 
Uttar Pradesh currently. Bhagwati 
Singh, Secretary, Madhyamik 
Shiksha Parishad, Uttar Pradesh, 
said, �We have one student of Ma 
layalam, three students of Tamil, 
and five students of Kannada regis 
tered with us. These students ap 
pear as private candidates." 

Data from the 2009 survey also 
show that in Gujarat, over 97% 
schools taught Gujarati and 20.9% 
taught English, and 64% taught 
Hindi in the primary stage, with 
only 2.2% teaching other languag 
es. In Karnataka, 97.5% offered 
Kannada, 86.2% English, 30.4% 
Hindi, and just 159% others. In Pun 
jab, 79.2% schools offered Hindi, 
with less than 1% offering languag 
es other than English and Punjabi. 
This hints at another trend, that in 
non-Hindi speaking States, the 
third language is mostly limited to 
Hindi. 

Moreover, the LS reply shows 
that in Bihar, Jharkhand, West Ben 
gal and Odisha - States that had 
agreed for the three-language for 
mula � less than 50% schools had 
implemented it as of 2023-24 (Map 
3). In Himachal Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Haryana, less than 
60% schools had implemented, 
pointing to uneven execution 
among those States that agreed. 

Detailed data for recent years is 
the need of the hour. 
(With inputs from Amit Bhelari and 
Mayank Kumar) 

Whither the three language formula 
The data for the charts were sourced from All India School Education Survey (2009), Lok Sabha questions & 
answers and includes The Hindu's calculations 

Table 1: The table shows the status of implementation of the three-language formuia in States/UTs as per a reply in the Lok Sabha 
on December 13, 1995 

Category 

The State governments 
that adopted /implemented 
the three-language 
formula as of 1995 

Status not available in the report 

The State governments that had not implemented the 
three- language formula as of 1995 

Map 3: State-wise share 
of schools teaching three 
languages as of 2023-24 

Punjab: 
96.2% 

Gujarat: 
97.6% 

In the map, the darker the colour, 
the higher the share ofschools 
that teach three languages 

Himachal Pradesh: 55.4% 

U.P.: 82.8% 

Assam: 33.6% 

Bihar: 49.8% 

A.P.: 43.5% 

Odisha: 47.9% 

Tamil Nadu: 3.2% 

The share of 
schools teaching 

three languages is 
more than 90% in 
only five States/UTs 

The share is 
below 50% even 

in States such as 
Bihar, Jharkhand, 
West Bengal, Odis 
ha, and Goa, which 
had agreed to im 
plement the three 
language formula 

States/UTS 

Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Utar Pradesh, Chandigarh, Delhi, 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Orissa, Sikkim, 
West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Tripura, Andaman & Nicobar islands, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Darman & Diu, Goa, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Manipur 

Jammu & Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 

Table 2: The table shows the share (in %) of schools that 
taught the regional language, English, Hindi, Sanskrit, and other 
languages in the primary stage, across select States, as of 2009 
State 

Haryana 
Himachal 
Delhi 
U.P. 

Punjab 
Utarakhand 
M.P. 

Manipur 
Meghalaya 
Mizoram 

Chhattisgarh 
Gujarat 
Rajasthan 
Maharashtra 91.3 
Arunachal 
Assam 

Nagaland 
Sikkim 

Regional | English Hindi Sanskrit. Others 

Tripura 

97.8 
-

97.3 

TT.8 

86.3 

88.2 

78.7 

87.9 

98.5 

94.8 

94.2 

70.9 94.4 

97.5 

90.4 

94.3 

68.3 97.3 

87.4 

75.3 

79.8 

60.0 

90.8 

85.5 99.5 

52.5 99.1 

37.1 99.3 

20.9 64.1 

52.5 98.7 

11.9 

64.8 

85.3 

92.0 

79.7 

94.0 

79.2 

86.5 35.2 

64.3 

86.5 

6.2 

1.1 

4.2 

97.7 5.4 

86.6 43.8 

0.5 

81.2 

0.5 

0.2 

2.0 

37.4 99 

64.0 99.1 

86.2 30.4 

72.0 8.4 

83.1 6.3 

65.2 

79.4 

1.2 

1.8 

5.4 

0.1 

55.9 

1.5 

13.7 

7.0 

0.8 

2.6 

10.9 

3.6 

2.2 

5.8 

9.3 

23.3 

Odisha 

Bengal 
Jharkhand 

Bihar 

Karnataka 

Kerala 
Undivided 
A.P. 

Tamll Nadu 95,5 73.9 3.7 

others refer to languages other than English, Hindi, Sanskrit and the 
regional language in each State. The total in each row does not add 
uo to 100 as one school can teach more than one language 

The All india School Education Survey (2009) includes govt./gOvt 
alded, private aided/unaided, recognised and unrecognised schools 

24.2 

27.6 

15.4 

24.9 

72.3 

26.0 

18.3 

7.9 

3.5 

17.5 

8.4 

15.0 

33.0 

7.2 

4.8 
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POWER OF PLAY: HOW GAMIFICATION 
IS TRANSFORMING EDUCATION 

DR SANKU BOSE 

| ducation has long 
been associated with 
discipline and rigour, 
(but a revolution is 
underway-one 
that makes learning 

feel more like a game than a grind! 
Gamification, the integration of game 
mechanics into educational settings, 
is changing thé way students engage 
with learning material. Elements such 
as leaderboards, badges, challenges, 
and points are no longer exclusive to 
video games anynore; they are finding a 
place in classrooms, online courses, and 
corporate t training programmes, turning 
passive learners into active participants. 
But does gamification truly enhance 
learning outcomes, or is it merely a 
passing trend? 

The essence of gamification 
lies in its ability to tap into human 
psychology. People are naturally drawn 
to challenges, rewards, and a sense 
of accomplishment. Leaderboards 
encourage a spirit of healthy 
competition, pushing students to 
strive for better performance. Badges 
act as digital trophies, reinforcing 
achievements and motivating learners 
to continue. Points and progression 
systems create clear r achievable goals, 
making abstract learning objectives 
feel tangible and attainable. More 
immersive gamified strategies, such as 
role-playing scenarios, mission-based 
learning, and interactive storytelling, 
not only enhance engagement but 
also boost retention. By introducing 
a structured yet playful approach to 
learning, gamification transforms dull 
lessons into compelling experiences. 

The science behind this 
phenomenon is compelling. Cognitive 
and behavioural studies reveal that 
game elenments stimulate dopamine 
release, the neurotransmitter associated 
with pleasure and motivation. This 
positive reinforcement strengthens 
neural pathways, enhancing memory 
retentionar I problem-solving 

skills. Psychometrics, which studies 
individual learning behaviours, 
indicates that gamified learning 
adapts well to different cognitive 
styles, catering to both visual and 
experiential learners. Cognitive load 
theory suggests that learning becomes 
more efficient when information is 
broken into smaller, more manageable 
chunks-something gamified systems 
naturally achieve t e through progressive 
challenges and milestone rewards. 

For students with learning 
disorders, such as ADHD (Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) or 
other learning difficulties, gamification 
Tgis transformative. in 

l learning methods often fail 
to capture their attention or provide 
the instant feedback they need to 
stay engaged. Game-based elements 
offer structured yet flexible learning 
paths, allowing these students to focus 
on short, achievable tasks without 
beconing overwhelmed. Adaptive 
gamification, which personallses the 
difficulty level based on performance, 
further enhances inclusivity, ensuring 
that no learner is left behind. 

Numerous educational platforms 
have successfully integrated gamification 
into their learning nmodels. Platlorms 

like Kahoot! and Duolingo use points, 
leaderboards, and streak rewards to 
make learning addictive. Minecraft: 
Education Pdition turns abstract STEM 
concepts into interactive adyentures, 
allowing students to experiment and 
build within a virtual world. AR and 
VR are further elevating gamified 
learning experiences, making subjects 
like history, science, and even medical 
training more immersive than ever. 
Imagine a history lesson where s re students 
can "walk through ancient Rome using 
VR or a biology class where they can 
interact with 3D models of human 
anatomy. These innovations are not just 
engaging- -they provide experiential 

learning, which has been shown to 
improve comprehension and recall. 

Despite its growing success, 
gamification does face some challenges. 
Some critics argue that it fosters 
extrinsic motivation--students may 
engage with lessons just to earn points 
or badges rather than for genuine 
understanding. Others fear that an 
over-reliance on garne elements 
could trivialise education, reducing 
complex subjects to superficial 
rewards. Additionally, implementing 
gamification requires careful design; 
poorly executed gamified systems 
risk frustrating learners rather than 
motivating them. However, when 
used thoughtfully gamification is not 
a distraction but a tool that enhances 
focus, promotes mastery, and nurtures 

Adaptive gamification, which 
personalises the difficulty level 
based on performance, further 
enhances inlusivity, ensuring 
that no learner is left behind 

lifelong learning habits. 
With advancements in Al-driven 

personalisation, future gamified 
learning platforms will be able to adapt 
in real-time, providing students with 
individualised challenges tailored to 
their pace and skill level. The integration 

of AR and VR will continue to make 
learning more immersive, breaking the 
barriers between theoretical knowledge 
and practical application. Moreover, 
blockchain technology could introduce 
secure, verifiable o gamified credentials, 
allowing students to carry their 
digital learning achievements across 
institutions and careers. 

Far from being a fleeting trend, 
gamification is redefining education for 
the digital age. It harnesses the power of 
play to create deeper engagement, foster curiosity, and transform learning into 
an enjoyable and rewarding journey. While it may not replace traditional 
teaching methods, it complements them 
in powerful ways, making education 
more interactive, incusive, and cflective. The future of learning is not just about lextbooks and exans� it cun be an 
immersive, rewarding, and deeply 
personal journey! 

The author is the Group CEO ofTecno India Group, a visionury and an 
educator. Beyond his corporate role, he 

is also a nentor wlho guides students 
towurds resilience and self-discovery 

molls 
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LEARNING MADE FUN WITH 
GAMIFICATION 

Gamification also creates a safe and controlled space 
for learners to practice and apply new skills 

ANINDITA ACHARYA 

or us '90s kids, Monopoly, or as 
some of us called it, Business, 
was serious business! This 

classic board game wasn't just 
about collecting cash... it gave us our 
first lessons in money management. 
Then there was Chinese Checkers, a 
colourful game with marbles that was 
more than just fun. It sharpened our 
brains and strategic thinking. Speaking 

, this corespondent's of brain; 
fatherk trdition: after every 
exan, hed gift her puzzles and building 
blocks. It was his way of making 
learning fun while sneaking in critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. 
And remember Taboß? The game 
where you had to describe a word 
without using the "forbidden words? 
It pushed us to think Creatively and 
communicate quickly, a skill that 
comes in handy even now. 

Let's be honest. Learning is always 
better when it feels like play. Kids 
absorb things efortlessy when they're 
engaged and having fun, without 
the usual pressure of studying. Fast 
forward to today's world of advanced 
gamification, where interactive and 
immersive experiences make learning 

ts like even more exciting. With elements 

points, badges, levels, and rewards, 
there's a built-in sense of achievement 
that keeps learners hooked. I's a smart 
way to boost motivation, push through 
challenges, and actually retain what we 
learn because, in the end, who doesn't 
love a good game? 

"Games have always been used 
as a part of teaching. We have 
used Scrabble, Monopoly, Uno and 

Pictionary. These have been games that 
we have used for language instruction, 
for literacy, for math, and even for 
financial literacy. We use Monopoly to 
teach financial literacy. It's because of 
the fact that the whole digital spectrum 
has come into learning that everybody 
thinks gamification is only digital 
learning, but that's not the case. If 
you look at how Minecraft has been 
used to create universes that students 
write about, that's intentional use of 
games for learning outcomes. Teachers 
can also use apps such as Kahoot. 
Technology has made access to these 
kinds of tools quicker and easier. The 
important idea is the balance of using 
games. As an educator you need to 
understand the timing of using a game 

in a lesson, the appropriateness of the 
content, Lhe relevance to that particular 
class. Gamification should not be used 
just to make something exciting. If 
you look at a class that is using a qulz 
game, students are having fun, but 
they are also engaging with the content 

KEY BENEFITS OF GAMIFICATION IN LEARNING 
» Supports cognitive 
development 

» Enhances physical skills 

» Boosts classroom 

engagement 

» Increases motivation 

» Encourages social 
interacion and teamwork 

» Enables real-time 

assessment 

very differently. Keeping in mind the 
purpose and knowing what students 
will gain Irom using games is extremely 
imporlant to planning a lesson using 
games" said Shefali Jhaveri, Head of 
Learning, Canadian International 
School, Bangalore. 

A study by the lFederation of 

Athens, Greece, found that challenge 
based gamification improved student 

e by 89.45% compared to 
haced learning. This shows that 

making learning more interactive can 
lead to better results. 

American Scientists found that 
students remember only 20% of what 
they hear. When visuals are added. 
this increases to 30%. Another study 
showed that 67.7% of students found 
gamified courses more motirating 
than traditional ones. Research at 
the National Technical University ot 

"The global gamification market 
is expected to register a year on year 
growth of 25% to reach USD 70 
90 Bn. Smartphone penetration in 
India is 50% and this massive S nearing 
user base along with high speed 5G 
access will boost the demand for 
gamification. The growing application 
of gamification systems to shape 
human behaviour, drive innovation, 
improve productivity, enhance 

ement and skill development is 
g this growth. Educators have 

found that gamification increases 
engagement by up to 50% and 
improves learning outcome by up to 
35%; said Jaideep Kewalramani, 
and Head of Employability Business, 
TeamLease Edtech. 

Educators 
have found that 

garmification increases 
engagementhy up to 

50% and improves 
earning outcome by 

upto 35% 

icOo 

Modern learning uses gamification 
with points, badges, and 

leaderboards to make 
education more 

engaging. VR and AR 
create interactive 
experiences, while AI 
personalises learning 
and gives feedback. 
Apps like Kahoot 
and Duolingo make 

learning easy and 
accessible anytime. A 

report by the National 
Library of Medicine (NLM) 

shows that using active learning, 
humour, and technology in statistics 
educationl EpS students understand 
concepts boosts conâdence, 
improves retention, and enhances 
performance. 

"With the increasing popularity 
of VR and AR, the Metaverse is 
becoming an integral part of higher 
education. Complex subjects such 
as medical sciences, architecture, 
and engineering can be taught more 
effectively through virtual simulations, 
reducing the need for expensive lab 
setups. For instance, a University 
leveriged immersive VR experiences 
to introduce students to the field of 
healthcare, inspiring many to pursue 
careers in nursing and medical 
sciences. The future workplace will be 
dominated by Gen Z and there's no 
denying that they are natural at games. 
This generation is 'born digital' and 
an overwhelning 70 pencent of people 
under 25 preter guning over other 
torms of entertinment. Gumiied 
learning will be a natural environment 
lor them to acquire cducation," said 
Kewalrannani. m 
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Parents need less screen 
time, students need more 

n today's digitally driven world, technology 
seamlessly integrates into every aspect of our lives. 
From smartphones and tablets to laptops and 

Smart TVs, screens constantly dominate our daily 
routines. While, parents may struggle with exXcessive 
screen time, students must cultivate digital skills to 
excel in academics and future careers. 

Achievingabalanced approach that lirnits parental 
screen time while, fostering students technological 
proficiency is essential for overall well-being and 
development. In today's digital era, parents often jug-
gle numerous responsibilities, including work, 
household chores and parenting. The temptation to 
sCroll through social media, watch vide0s or binge 
on series for relaxation leads to excessive screen time, 
digital fatigue and mental exhaustion resulting 
from excessive screen time. Furthermore, research 
indicates that during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
screen time increased significantly, with 
adults spending between 3 to 7.5 hours 
daily on digital devices resulting in 
heightened levels of stress, anxiety and 
depression. 

Addressing digital fatigue requires 
conscious efforts to balance profession 
al responsibilities with personal well 
being, Implementing strategies such as 
setting boundaries for screen use, incor 
porating regular breaks and prioritising 
offline family activities can help allevi 
ate the negative impacts of excessive 
screen time. Moreover, excessive screen 
time among parents can set a negative 
Cxample for children. Children are likely to emulate 
the behaviour they observe, reinforcing a cycle of dig-
ital dependency within the household. It is essential 
for parents to consciously reduce their screen expo-
sure to foster healthier lifestyles for themselves and 
their children. On the hand students live in a world 

that demands digital literacy. 
Schools today are increasingly incorporating 

technology into the curriculum, from virtual learn 
ing platforms to coding programs, with the recent 
introduction of Artificial ntelligence (AI) and 
Robotics. 

Developing technological competence not only 
enhances the academic performance of the students, 
but also prepares them for future careers that are pre 
dominantly technology-driven. 

By mastering digital tools, they can harness cre 
ativity, solve real-world problems and develop crit 
ical thinking abilities. Promoting healthy use of tech 
nology can help parents reduce unnecessary screen 
time while promoting productive digital engagement 
for students. Here are some practical strategies that 
can help achieve this balance: 

SAKSHI 
SETHI 

1. Establish screen limits: Parents can create struc 
tured guidelines for screen use by setting specific 
schedules for themselves and their children. 

bedrooms as tech-free zones. 

For instance, inspired by initiatives like the No 
Phone Zone campaign seen in many documentaries, 
where families designate areas like dining rooms and 

Similarly, schools that implemented smartphone 
bans, as shown in Swiped: The School That Banned 
Smartphones' demonstrated the positive impact of 
reduced screen time on student focus and family 
engagement. By following such examples, parents can 
promote meaningful face-to-face interactions at 
home. 

2. Set a positive example: Children tend to mimic 
their parent's behaviour. For example, inspired by the 
documentary Screenagers, families who reduce 
screen time and prioritise activities like reading, hob 
bies or outdoor play often see their children follow 
suit. 

3. Encourage productive technology use: Not all 
screen time is detrimental. Encourage students to use 
technology for educational purposes such as 
researching, learning coding languages, or engaging 

in creative design. Platforms offering online 
courses, educational games and interactive 
simulations provide immense learning 
opportunities. 

4. Promote digital literacy: Parents and 
educators can work together to promote 
digital proficiency. For instance, initiatiyes 
by the Indian Government like Atal 
Tinkering Labs encourage students to 
learn coding, robotics and digital inno 
vation. 

Monitor and guide: While students 
should explore technology, parental super 
vision remains crucial. For example, 
platforms like YouTube Kids and Netlix 

offer parental controls and content filters to ensure 
age-appropriate viewing. 

6. Promote offline activities: Balance is key. 
Encourage students to engage in physical activities, sports and creative pursuits offline. Similarly, par 
ents should prioritise offline hobbies, reducing their 
reliance on screens for leisure. There is no denying 
that educational institutions play a pivotal role in 
ensuring students develop robust tech skills. 

Schools should organise coding boot camps, robot 
ics workshops and digital literacy seminars at regu 
lar intervals. Collaborating with industry profession 
als to introduce students to real-world applications 
of technology can further enhance their learning 
experience. 

Parenting workshops, digital detox challenges and 
Support groups provide valuable resources and moti 
vation to reduce screen dependence. In the digital 
age, while parents benefit from reducing their screen 
time, students gain significantly from developing 
technological competence. 

By setting boundaries, fostering digital literacy and 
promoting offline activities, families can strike a 
healthy balance. Ultimately, the goal is not to elim 

inate technology but to use it purposefully and mind 
tully, empowering the next generation while nurtur 

ing meaningful human connections. 

The writer is an educator. Views expressed are persona) 
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The NEP is a tool to impose the Centre's will on education 

Policies & principles 
engalis may take comfort 
that the epicente of Cen 
tre-state wrangles about 
education (and other is 
sues) has passed for now 

to the southern states, Tamil Nadu 
in particular. The National Edu 
cation Policy of 2020 is a favoured 
weapon of war. 

B 
The NEP has become the flavou 

of all educational seasons. It is in 
voked for all deeds of commission 
and omission. Few citizens actually 
read it; I wonder how many offhcials 
do. Yet it is available on the educa 
tion ministry's portal, and is a re 
markably short document given 
its compass. 

Its first incanation was a 
weighty exercise of 477 pages, pre 
pared under the chairmanship of 
Dr K. Kasturirangan, former chair 
of ISRO. The only cavil against 
such a distinguished and respect 
ed choice might be that he has not 
worked hands-on within the public 
education system. His team mem 
bers might have made good much 
of this deficit: but there was at least 
one crucial absence, of am expert 
in elementary education and child 
hood care. 

The draft NEP was a serious, 
substantial proposal. It paid rare 
attention to the training, status and 
working conditions of teachers. It 
declared education to be a social 
not a private good, to be supported 
primarily by the State. It made a mo 
mentous proposal to combine an 
ganwadis with pre-primary and 
early primary schooling. In higher 
education, it advocated the liber 
al arts (which embrace the basic 
sciences) but provided no roadmap. 
However, it said astonishingly little 
on science education or even com 
puter skills, while laying stress on 
Indian knowledge systems. Almost 
the only reference to mnathematics 
was in two pages on arithmetical 
riddles for children. 

In a word, despite its size, the 
draft NEP was patchy and some 
times low-keyed. The admirably 
serious commitment did not crys 
tallize in enough concrete recom 
mendations or attention to gound 
realities. Moreover, it sparked a con 
troversy that foreshadowed things 
to come. The section on Indian 
languages was seen as a ploy to ad 
vance Hindi. The document was 
re-issued with the offending section 
redrafted. 

The final NEPis a horse of a very 
different colour. It is as brief as the 
draft was long: it gallops firom child 
hood learning to doctoral research 
in 65 pages. Thereby hangs anoth 

Sukanta Chaudhuri is Professor 
Emeritus, Jadavpur University 

SUKANTA CHAUDHURI 

National Education Policy 
er tale. When the document was 
released, two versions appeared 

within days of each other without 
a word of explanation. The most 
glaring difference is a proposal in 
the later text for a Higher Education 
Commission of India controlling 
all other regulatory bodies. There 
was no whiff of this in the earlier 
avatar. 

The drastic abridgement con 
cealed many compromises. The 
draft's detailed and humane treat-
ment of school dropouts was re 
duced to a single bald sentence 
implying that all children need not 
attend physical schools. Another 
unfortunate sentence (taken from 
the draft) advocates "less emphasis 
on input and geater 
Output potential" Traneasis on 

this 
means schools in poor and remote 
areas will receive less funds and 
infrastructure. Yet just three para 
graphs earlier came a pious resolu 
tion: "all students I 
to safe and engaging school educa 

S] have access 

tion at all levels", even by "building 
additional quality schools in areas 
where they do not exist". 

So far the NEP has been selec 
tively implemented for cosImetic 
tinkering, political point-scoring 
and structural changes involving 
no expense - or, worse, requiring 
funds that are not provided. The 
four-year degree course has been 
introduced without any additional 
staff to tackle the 33% extra teach 
ing load. The biggest potential 
game changer in the entire policy, 

the merging of anganwadis with 
early primary school, remains 
unaddressed. 

Instead, the NEP is selectively in 
voked to justify any plan that strikes 
the Union govermment's fancy. The 
text lends itself to such opportun 
istic use. Its broad, pious principles 
can apply to virtually any policy. 
As the above example shows, there 
are also hidden contradictions from 
which one can pick the convenient 
alternative. The NEP has become 
an all-purpose tool to impose the 
Centre's will in any educational 
matter. 

An apparently marginal issue 
has had dire consequences for West 
Bengal. Under the Union govern 
ment's scheme PM Schools for 
Rising India, the Centre will fund 
the development of 14,500 schools in 
India (less than 1% of the total num 
ber) for fîve years. The follow-up, 
and all responsibility for the other 
99%, rests with the state govern 
ments. The lucky schools must pre 
ix the acronym PM-SHRI to their 
names. The Bengal government 
declined this bizarre bargain. The 
Centre has thereupon blocked all 
funds nder the Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan effectively all Cential 
funds for school education - on the 
charge that the state is not comply 
ing with the NEP. 

PM-SHRI was launched in 2022: 
it is obviously no part of the NEP 
document of 2020. With questiona 
ble logic, any Central move on ed 
ucation is now linked to the NEP. 

funding scheme which a state may 
Even so, PM-SHRI is a specific 

or may not avail of. If it does not, it 

national policy. 
can hardly be charged with flouting 

Education is the concrrent 
responsibility of the Union and 
state governments. For virtually all 
schemes including PM-SHRI, the 
cost is shared 60:40. Yet invariably, 
the schemes are devised nilater 
ally by Delhi and thrust upon the 
states on an Obey or else' basis. 
Education has been fashioned into a 
weapon of political power. 

Tamil Nadu too fnds Central 
funds blocked for an opposite rea 
son, a policy long predating the 
NEP. The three-language school 
crriclum has been a staple of 
Indian education virtually since 
Independence. The NEP repeats the 
prescription. As recounted above, 
the language issue created a frore 
even at the draft stage. Tamil Nadu 
alone has consistently followed a 
two-language model, eliminating 
the third language which would very likely be Hindi. It insists on 
continuing the practice. 

This may or may not be a good idea. The fact remains that Tanmil 
Nadu 1S euonaly among 
India's most states. If the Tamils are to change tack, it will 
only happen through more interac-tion with India's other languages and cultures. Instead, the issue 

spawned new conflicts. These a 
sad times when a national 
ends up iviing the nation. policy 
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Inconclusive chapter 
Tamil Nadu should help prepare its 

students for clearing NEET 
ith President Droupadi Murmu with 
holding assent for the Tamil Nadu Ad 
mission to Undergraduate Medical 

Degree Courses Bill 2021, the State is bracing for 
another battle against National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET)-based admissions. State 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has convened a meet 
ing of legislature party leaders on Apri9 to stra 
tegise the next move. With the admission season 
approaching, the development is bound to cause 

I uncertainty and make medical aspirants anxious. 
Exemption from NEET now remains an inconclu 
sive chapter in the State's decade-old policy is 
course. No other State effort to legislate against a 
central mandate has been so protracted and un 
predictable. In September 2017, two anti-NEET 
Bills met with a similar fate in Rashtrapati Bha 
van. Four years later, the ruling DMK � having 
made NEET exemption a central electoral pro 
mise - passed the Bill in the Assembly based on 
the recommendations of the Justice A.K. Rajan 
Committee. Instead of forwarding it for presiden 
tial assent, Governor R.N. Ravi returned it to the 
House after five mnonths. Ina historic first, the As 
sembly unanimously re-adopted the Bill and sent 
it back to him; the Governor subsequently for 
warded it to the President. Last week, Mr. Stalin 
informed the Assembly that assent had been de 
nied, without specifying when Rashtrapati Bha 
van had communicated the decision, 

This delay in the matter attaining finality is 
concerning as students have been left facing a 

state of perpetual uncertainty. The State remains 
firm in its policy of conducting admission for go 
vernment quota medical seats based on the Class 
12 Board examination scores. Early on, the Minis 
try of Home Affairs had asked �whether the Bill 
endangered the sovereignty, unity arnd integrity 
of the nation" to which the AYUSH Ministry res 
ponded affirmatively. The framers of the Consti 

tution had incorporated Article 254 (2) empower 

ing the President to grant assent to Bills 

repugnant to central laws on Concurrent List 

matters. NEET has been consistently upheld by 

the Supreme Court of India too. The President is 

under no obligation to give assent, although the 

Bill reflects the collective will of Tamil Nadu's le 
gislature: it was passed unanimously. True, NEET 
is neither foolproof nor an absolute measure of 
academic competency, but Tamil Nadu's legal op 
tions are limited. The iudicinry is unlikely to set 
tle the issue with any urgency. The State must 

prepare for a legal struggle, and in the interim, 
coach students to face NEET with confidence. 
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An incomplete social justice 
Reservation in private universities is long overdue. Legal, constitutional mechanisms are available-what's needed is political will 

DESHKAAL 
BY YOGENDRA YADAV 

RESERVATION IN PRIVATE universities and 
collegesis an idea whose time had come long 
ago.If there was any doubt aboutits legality. 
that dispute too was resolved by the 
Supreme Courtmore than a decade ago. Itis 
anidea that enjoys the backing of the largest 
opposition party. True, in the last instance. 
Vou cannot stop an idea whose time has 
come. The trouble is that we live o e our lives in 
the instances before the last one, the inter 
mediate space in which the deep state can 
delay, defer and dodge any idea. This idea 
needs political will. Now. 

Is that political will in the offing? Last 
week, Jairam Ramesh, Congress general 
secretary in-charge of communication, is 
sued a statement.On the face of it, the state 
ment is merely to "reiterate" Congress's 
long-standing demand for reservation for 
SC, ST and OBC candidates in private edu-
cational institutions. It recalls that in 2005, 
the Constitution was amended to extend 

reservation to private educational institu 
tions, that its legality was upheld in 2014, 
and that this promise was a part of 
Congress's manifesto in 2024 and has been 
backed bya parliamentary committee. Yet 
the timing of the statement was pregnant 
with political possibilities. 

We do not know if this staterment fore 
shadows the resolution of the Ahmedabad 
session ofthe AICC. We do not know how the 
ruling dispensation would respond to this 
demand if Congress presses for it. But one 
thing is sure: We are in for another round of 
debate on reservation and social justice. 

The case for extending reservation to pri 
vate higher educational institutions (or 
PHEl, which include "state private universi 
ties" and private "deemed universities", be 
sides aided and unaided private colleges) is 
straightforward. Higher education is a pow 
erful mechanism for what scholars call"ef 
fectively maintained inequality" Just as his 
torically excluded communities are entering 
colleges and universities, the institutions 
they can access are being evacuated ofedu 
cational quality and employment opportu 
nities. The"happening site" �the upper end 
of higher education�is being effectively 

privatised into a space controlled by theup 

per-class and upper-caste elite. If we are to 
retain even a modicum of commitment to 

the constitutional guarantee of equality of 
opportunity, the state must step into this do 
main by extending the existing policy of 
reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs to private 
colleges and universities. 

We are witnessing t g two large-scale and 
long-term movements in the education sec 
tor. First, there is an unprecedented surge, a 
historic wave, in seeking higher education, 

mainly driven by the belated entry of com 
munities that were historically denied leam 

e summarised this ing. Satish Deshpande 
trend:"Between 1990-1991 and 2018-2019, 
the number of universities has increased al 

most five-and-a-half times and total enrol-
ment has shot up by seven--and-a-half times, 

while the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) bas 

gone up by two-and-a-half times." The rate 

ofgrowth is higher for all the marginal social 

groups ST, OBC and Muslims - and for 
bineach of these groups. women v 

s but for Thatshould have beengood news b 

the second phenomenon: The elite exodus 

from and the collapse of public higher edu 
cation. We are witnessing the most phenom 
enal rise in the number of PHEls. From 2015 
to 2024 the number of private universities 
(including deemed universities) has gone up 
from 276 to 523. Private universities ac 
counted for 26 per cent of total enrolmentin 
2021-22. That ratio was more lop-sided at 
the college level: Private unaided colleges ac 
count for about 45 per cent of the total stu 
dents. The public colleges and universities 
that t t the socially disadvantaged communi 
ties flock to are overcrowded and under 
staffed, starved ofeven the minimum funds. 
These are increasingly sites for "time pass" 
that cannot offer knowledge,s SkISities In 
contrast, private colleges and 
have the desirable classroom size, decent to 
obscene infrastructure and their pay pack 
ages now attract the best faculty. 

The cumulative effect of these two shifts 
isamassive divide in social accessto educa 
tional opportunities. As Satish Deshpande 
puts it: "There is something illusory about 
the widening of access to (higher education) 
that allows the older elites to maintain their 
lead - or 'social 
cation) desSpite 

thsice-in (higher edt 
bf non-elites." 

The profile of the private HEls needs no 
guessing. They do not follow any reservation, 
except ofcourse the unstated reservation for 
the rich. The latest All India Survey of Higher 
Education data for 2021-22 shows that up 
per-caste Hindus (around 20 per cent of the 
country's population) are well over 60 per 
cent of private university students. Here is 
the social group-wise breakdown of students 
in private (state pveinst 68 per cent(cur 

cand deemed private) 
universities: SCs v 
rentpopulation share about 17 per cent), STS 
3.6 per cent (population around 9 per cent), 
OBCs 24.9 per cent (population between 45 
50 per cent) and Muslims 3.8 per cent (pop 
ulation around 15 per cent). Needless to say, 
the picture would be even more skewed in 
the case of elite private universities and the 
sought-after courses in these institutions. 

Reservation can can make a diference. Ifwe 
compare the social profile ofstudents in pub 
lic sector universities that are required to fol 
low reservation, the difference is obvious: 
14.6percent SCs, 6 percent SIs, and 31.2 per 
cent for OBCs. There is little ditterence in the 
case of Muslims (4.l per cent) who do not 
enjoy reservation. For all its limitations. 
quota-based affirmative action works. 

Hence, the need for the state to step i. 

The profile of the private 
HEls needs no guessing 
They do notfollow any 
reservation, except of corse 
the unstated reservation for 
the rich. The latest All India 
Survey of Higher Education 
data for 2021-22 shows that 
upper-caste Hindus (around 

20 per cent of the country's 
population) are well over 60 
per cent of private niversity 
students. Here is the social 
group-wise breakdown of 
students in private (state 
private and deemed private) 
universities: SCs were just 
6.8 per cent (current 
population share about 17 
per cent), STs 3.6 per cent 
(population around 9 per 
cent), OBCs 24.9 per cent 
(population between 45-50 
per cent) and Muslins 3.S 
per cent (population around 
15 per cent). Needless to say, 
the picture would be even 
more skewed in the case of 

clite private universities and 
the souglht-after courses in 
these institutions. 

CR Sasikumar 

Sadly, far all its lovely pronouncements, the 
new National Education Policy has little to 
remedy this situation. No matter what the 
letter of any education policy document says, 
commercialisation and privatisation of edu 
cation have been the de-facto education pol 
icy of our country for several decades now. 
The only way of correcting this is through po 
litical action. The core of such an action 
should, of course, be the strengthening of 
public educational institutions- more , better govermance, gof regular 

faculty vacancies, professional autonomy, 
updated syllabi and so on. At the same time, 
this must be supplemented witha mandate 
to private institutions to follow the national 
policy of reservation for SCs, STs and OBCs. 
This shouldbe combinedwitha requirement 
to offer freeships and scholarships to a spec 
ifed proportion of students. 

Would this be legally pernissible? Jairam 
Ramesh's statement effectively answers that 
question. In 2005, the 93rdAmendment to 
the Constitution introduced Artice 15(5) that 
allowed the state to make "any speial provi 
sion" for the advancement of SCs, STs or 
SEBCs (the legal name for OBCS) which re 
lates to admission to educational institu 
tions including private educational institu 
tions, whether aided orunaided by the state, 
other than the minonty educational institu 
tions". The enabling provision was used by 
Parliament to pass the Central Educational 
Institutions (Reservation in Adnmission) Act, 
2006 to provide for reservation for OBCs, but 
only in central educational institutions. The 
Supreme Court (Ashok Kumar Thakur vs 
Union oflndia, 2008) upheld this reservation 
for state-run and state-aided institutions, 
keeping the issue of unaided private institu 
tions open. This remaining issue was also re 
solved, first by a twO-judge bench (/MA vs 
Union of lndia, 2011 ) and then a five-judge 
bench (Pramati Educaional and Cultural Thust 
vs Union of India, 2014) that upheld reserva 
tion in unaided private institutions, So, there 
is no legal hitch any more. 

Bringing this issue to the political agenda 
would address a massive lacuna in the policy 
of social justice. Bringing Dalit, Adivasi and 
pichhada together on the same platform 
could also redress a deep problem in the pol 
itics of social justice. 

The writeris member: Swaraj India, and 
national convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan. 
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A call for commitment in education 
With quality in higher education intrinsically tied to a strong foundation laid at the primary level, the real 
transtormation lies in empowering and inspiring teachers and fostering ethical academic environments 

he successful implementation ofthe 
New Bducation Policy NEP 
2020 depends on its total accep 
tance at every level. Most imnpor 
tant among them are the State gov 

ernments and then those implementing it at 
the grassroots. The level of excellence and qual 
ity in higher education organically depends 
on the quality and excellence achieved at the 
primary school level and sustained up to the 
senior secondary level. This is the simplest 
equation, obvious to all those working in the 
arena. In education, one could safely attribute 
the attainment of excellence and innovations 
to the teachers, and what happens between 
them and the learner, at the professional level 
and also at personal, emotional and empathet 
ic levels. It is the total commitment of the indi 
vidual teacher, right from the primary school 
to the highest levels, that alone would make 
a positive difference in an objective and pur 
poseful implementation of the policy. 

It wouldbe worthwhile to recall an exam 
ple of a nation that overcame its destruction 

and humiliation through serious attention to 

cducation, beginning with school education. 
After WWII, devastated, destroyed and 
humiliated, Japan began its reconstruction by 
prioritising education in its primary schools 
and respecting and supporting their teachers. 
Maximum learning, brain development, and 
the essence of growing up take place there. If 
a child observes all along a dedicated and com-
mitted work culture, observes how much value 
is accorded to the maximum utilisation of 
time, and finds his teachers always full of 
inspired confidence, proud of being the cre 
ators of the future of the nation, could he ever 
forget any one of these attributes when he takes 
over the reins of some assignment as his time 
approaches? In contrast to this, a reluctant, 
unconcerned, lethargic approach to the 
change in an educational institution could 
indeed be injurious to all concerned. 

Unfortunately, we in India suffer from such 
an approach on a pretty wide scale. This is sup 
ported by several other factors. Some of the 
State governments are opposing the 
NEP-2020; they have declared their intention 
to have their own policy of education. 
Technically, they may do so, but will it serve 
the larger cause of the nation, its progress and 
development? Will it help the young, sensi-
tive learners with loads ofdreams before them? 
The NEP-2020 is an outcone of an unprece 
dented consultation in which everyone had a 
chance to participate. 

The necd to move ahead as a single, inte-grated and cohesive national unit is the only 
alternative in the fast-changing world of edu-
cation, which is moving much beyond the 
mere knowledge society or even a wisdom 
society! It is not easy even to predict what 

would be the shape of the academic scenario 
in the next ten years! On one side, the ICTis 
pouring in new potentialities that could 
transform the learmíng opportunities and alter 
natives, and greatly impact the nature of the 
age-old teacher-- taught relationship! On the 
other, new concerns are developing because 
of human migrations, and consequent demo 
graphic, cultural and social changes. It would 
necessarily impact education, culture, and 
mother-tongue related sensitivities, apart 
from those of religions and faiths. The single 
modal situations are getting converted into 
multi-modal in several nations, and that 
requires a fresh strategy for handlingit. These 
are not easy propositions, as is made evident 
from reports emerging from several countries 
that had earlier experience only of a single lan 
guage, monolithic culture and one religion! 
India is lucky in this respect, but it is creat 
ing issues that could seriously impede even the 
much-needed implementation of a dynamic 
education policy. It is beautifully expressed by 
Robert Carneiro: "Indeed, we are witnessing 
the emergence of a new breed of culture: that 
developed by Homo connectus or colleagatus 

a culture of online networking made pos 
sible by the immediacy of modern informa-
tion and communication technologies. It is 
important to note that the initial stages of con 
nectivity are directly linked to the needs of 
Homo economicus, increasing his mastery of 

the world." 
Let it also be realised that new knowledge 

being discovered and created is mosity, for development, growth and progress. Mostly, it 
focuses on bringing the best out of the mind 
only completely ignoring the Heart out of the 
synergy of the trio that Gandhi had proposed much earlier: bring the best out of Head, Hand 

and Heart! India just cannot ignore the other 
two, because of its specific needs. Actual pri-
orites could be readjusted depending on the 
emerging scenario. The majority of the young 
persons in India aspire to get a job after com-
pleting their education. "They are neither 
trained in adequate skills nor transformed in 
attitude to consider the power of ideas and 
imagination they are blessed with, along with 
the skills of creativity and inherent human 
curiosity! Another factor that deserves seri 
ous deliberation was pointed out by Albert 
Einstein around a century ago: "The most 
important human endeavour is the striving for 
morality in our actions. Our inner balance and 

even our existence 
depends on it" 

This must become 
the prime objectiveof 
NEP-2020, in its 
implementation. Too 
much technology and 
AI Could create more 
obstructions in this 
sphere shortly. In 
other words, almost 
the entire process of 

knowledge development is for a cosmocrat 
ic society that is already in a pretty well-estab 
lished state, and occupying increasingly larg-
er space for itself. Needless to reiterate, the 
social, cultural, economic, linguistic and reli 
gious factors shall always make their presence feltbut sadly enough, handling these would 
adualy become more and more cornplex, ifsensible and sensitive actions are not prop 
erly initiated well in time and with sincere and 
ethical considerations. The implementation 

the NEP-2020 shall have to remain alert to 
such developing situations. Academicauton 

JS 
RAJPUT 

of 

omy is often the subject of certain actual and 
presumed intrusions that academics do not 
necessarily relish. It is ultimately the respot 

sibility of universities, colleges and other insti 
tutions to decide how they will implement the 
policy, and harmonise with the indications 
given to them by central and State agencies. 
The professional credibility of every institution 
is determined by the academic stature and pro 
fessional contributions of its academic faculty. 

Faculty members need to remember that no 
profession diminishes in public esteem and 
credibility due to external factors -it is always 

internal factors that matter, and the most sig 
nificant is the moral and ethical component, 
as has been proved in numerous instances. The 
quality of the academic contributions, the new 
knowledge generated, and the new applica 
tions suggested make a very positive differ 
ence in restoring it! Maintaining high profes sional standards requires a serious commit 
ment to both the profession, values and the 
learners.Education policies have to be dynam 
ic � more dynamic than in the past. In the future, changes will occur more frequently than in the past. 

The most significant consequence of this will be the increasing acceptance ofprofession al responsibility by academics. Regardless of the level at which they impart knowledge, cre ate knowledge, and acquire new knowledge. it is their personal as well as institutional con fidence that 'we are the creators offuture gen erations and builders of new would make al the ife o India thl 
tion, excellence will certainly follow and become tb 

(The writer works in education, social cohesion and religious amity. He is an Atal Fellow with PMML, New 
Delhi; Vlews are personal) G 
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Real lessons needed 
School reforms start with basics, not banners 

UNJAB's government schools, long plagued 
by infrastructure decay, teacher shortages and 
poor learning outcomes, are in wgent need of 
a meaningful turnaround. The recent assign 
ment of AAP leader Manish Sisodia -known 

for transforming Delhi's education landscape-to over 
see Punjab's education affais raised hopes of substan 
tive change. But the early signs are not encouraging. The 
recent initiative of unveiling school plaques in a PR 
heavy manner does little to address the deep-rooted prob 
lems. Spending public money on cosmetic refurbish 
ments or nameplates for newly declared "schools of 
eminence' cannot substitute for genuine improvements 
in infrastructure or classroom learning. Even the bureau 
cratic mentorship scheme lacks clarity, strategy and 
measurable goals. Without a proper vision or roadmap, 
such efforts risk becoming exercises in political optics. 

Punjab's education system requires reform at the 
foundational level. According to the Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) 2024 for Rural India, only 34 
per cent of Class III students inrural government schools 
can reada Class II-level text. In terms of arithmetic, just 
about 51 per cent can do basic subtraction. These figures 
paint a worrying picture. Unless these core deficiencies 
are tackled, any revamp will be superficial at best. Del 
hi's transformation wasn't built on slogans; it relied on 
sustained budgetary support, rigorous teacher training 
and community engagement. Punjab must follow suit 
investing in basic amenities like toilets, clean drinking 
water, digital tools and school libraries. Attracting and 
retaining qualified teachers is equally critical. 

The goal must be to improve learning outcomes, not 
just the look of schools. Publicity blitzes may garner 
attention, but only well-planned, data-backed interven 
tions can rescue Punjab's school system from decades 
of neglect. If Sisodia genuinely wants to replicate Del 
hi's model, he must begin by empowering educators, 
involving local communities and focussing on what 
matters most the schoolchildren. 6 
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AMMEL SHARON 

IN RESPONSE TO Sam Altman's recent an 
nouncement about a story written by an Al 
model that is "good at creative writing", The 
Guardian published a series of discussions on 
Al and creativity with writers including 

Jeanette Winterson and Kamila Shamsie 
weighingin. The story is a metafictional nar 
rative about grief. Winterson found it to be 
"beautiful and moving". She refers to Al as 
"Alternative Inteligence" and argued that its 
"capacity to be 'other is preciselywhat the hu 
man race needs", as we appear to be moving 
headlonginto planetary devastation and war. 

Writers like Shamsie struckanote of wory 
as they marvelled at how convincing A>'s story 
was. Yet, across the internet, readers have sin 
gled out sentences for their meaninglessness, 

such as, "have to begin somewhere, so lll be 
gin with ablinking cursor, which for me is just 
a placeholder in a buffer, and for you is the 
Small anxious pulse of a heart at rest. There 
should be a protagonist, but pronouns were 
never meant for me." As Al-generated prose 
continues to blur the lines between human 

and machine creativity, the debate under 
SCoresboth the excitement andthe unease sur 
roundinga future where storytelling may no 
longer be the domain of human experience. 

The most interestingresponses acknow 
edge the iroy that this ode to sorrowW arises 
from no true wellspring of experience or emo 
tion. In its metaphysical narrative, Al's me 

CREATIVE IN THE CLASSROOM 
A>'s disruption there is welcome. It showS why teachers will continue to matter 

Rather than worry about 
redundancy, we should 
consider the conditions 

under which many hours of 
class preparation hold the 
same value as an AI 
generated summary of a 
challenging text. This 
equivalence depends on the 

when mode of assessment 
assessnents are impersonal, 
brief, and outcome-oriented, 
they often demand 
mechanical answers. 

chanical emptiness folds back onitself, admit 
ting that its inability to hold memory renders 
it incapable of mourning. "lam nothing if not 
a democracy of ghosts," the story tells us. 

Winterson argues that this opens up new 
ways of seeing and being, an invitation that 
holds tremendous potential for educators. 

The National Law School in Bengaluru has 
drafted an Al policy to address the widespread 
use of generative Al by students. The draft con 
sidered various strategies including outright 
prohibition, selective integration � such as 
permittingAl for grammar checks but not for 
composingassignnments-andactive encour 

agement to use Al as a tool forimproving clar 
ity and presentation. Banning Al use is neither 
feasible nor beneficial. Instead, it recommends 
selective prohibition. While Al is not permit 
ted in exams or in ways that constitute plagia 
rism, students may use it to brainstorm, con 
duct research, and develop projects. The 
faculty can also regulate Al use in their courses. 

Teachers fear Al-generated summaries 
will diminish their role. Rather than worry 

about redundancy, we should consider the 
conditions under which may hours of class 
preparation hold the same value as an Al-gen 
erated summary of a challernging text. This 
equivalence depends on the mode of assess 
ment- when assessments are imperSonal, 
brief, and outcome-oriented, they often de 
mand mechanical answers. 

Instead, the creative emptiness ofAl invites 
us to consider alternative pedagogical ap 
proaches to cultivate an "affective" imagina 
tion in the higher education classroom, where 
students' cognitive abilities are shaped by in 
teraction, curiosity and a sense of learning to 
gether. Indeed, at the same time that we intro 
duced an Al policy, the university also 
introduced mandatory small-group discus 
sions with faculty members.Unlike the tutorial 
system, which is geared towards ever more ig 
orous study, small group discussions facilitate 
conversations around student interests that 

help faculty members understand student 
needs better. It facilitates what CWright Mills 
terms a"sociological imagination", that is, the 
capacity to linkpersonal experiences to wider 
social structures and historical contexts. 

Seen this way, A>'s disruption of the class 
room is welcome. Ready-to-consume sum 
maries stillrequire deepconceptual prepara 
tion. As for creativity, I have shifted my focus 
toward imagination and world-building ex 
ercises, where students share their insights 
with one another, whether drawn from read 
inga challenging textor engagingwith a chat 
bot.As Al consumnes us as data, we must learn 
to coexist with the spectres of unfoeseen pos 
sibilities-a democracy of ghosts. 

The writer is assistant professor, social science, 
at NLSIU, Bengaluru 
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JAYANT CHAUDHARY 

IN EVERY CHILD, there is talent, sonmetimes 
obvious, often latent, which, if nurtured, can 
help her scale great heights. Yet, this talent 
often goes unnoticed, especially when it 
comes to sports. Imagine if every child in India 
who loved to run, jump, or kicka ball, throw 
a shot put or play chess was seen as a possi 

ble future champion and not as a kid with 
misplaced priorities. India's performance in 
global competitive sports highlights a signif 

icant gap between potential and reality. 
Despite being the world's most populous 
country with over 1.4 billion people, our 
medal tally at major events like the Olympics 
remains low. While the competitiveness of 
our sportspeople is increasing, this hasn't yet 
corresponded to outcomes. 

While athletes like PV Sindhu, Neeraj 
Chopra, Mirabai Chanu, 2024 Paralympic gold 
medallist Praveen Kumar and others have cap 
tured global attention, the broader system 
Supportingsports remains fractured, plagued 
by societal perceptions, limited infrastructure, 
and a lack of integration between sports and 
academics. The other aspect to ponder, per 
haps even more important than winning 
medals, is the under-recognised impatof par 
ticipation in sports on our mental and physi 
cal wellbeing, and consequently, the benefits 
flowing from a fit community. A foundational 
exposure to varied sports is imperative to 
building a national sports culture. 

In India, academics have long been con 
sidered the sole ladder to success. For fami 
lies navigating the challenges of economic 
Insecurity, sports have been viewed as a risky 

Catch them young 
Schools witha strong foundation in sports hold key to producing champions 

gamble, a luxury they cannot afford. For 
many young athletes, pursuing their passion 
means compromising on education, leaving 
them without viable alternatives if their 
sporting dreams don't materialise. Emil 
Zátopek, the renowned Czech long-distance 
runner, once said, "An athlete cannot run 
with money in his pockets. Hemust run with 
hope in his heart and dreams in his head." In 
other words, budding athletes require a com 
prehensive support system that instils faith 
in their abilities. 

Some educational institutions do have 
robust sports programmes. The country also 
has a few specialised sports schools. 
Unfortunately, most such institutions remain 
unaffordable for a large chunk of the coun 
try's population. This is why a more compre 
hensive narrative is needed- one of win 
ning, where the entire system actively 
supports a child's dream of becoming a 
champion. Imaginea network of residential 
schools dedicated to seamlessly integrating 
sports and academics. Unlike traditional 
schools that prioritise academics, these in 
stitutions would place sports at their core. 
Students Would follow a dual pathway, ex 
celling in their chosen sport while acquiring 
a strong academic foundation.These schools 

would operate on a carefully designed 
framework. Beginning from Class 6, students 
would be introduced to a multi-sport foun 
dation programme that emphasises build 
ing agility, strength, and coordination. 

Specialisation would come later, guided 
by scientific assessments, around Class 9. 

This staggered approach ensures that early 
burnout is avoided, and that decisions are 
rooted in data rather than assumptions. The 
curriculum, aligned with NEP 2020, would 
merge traditional academic subjects with 
sports science. For instance, physics lessons 
could include studying the mechanics of a 
javelin throw. Each school would feature 
world-class facilities with all sports-oriented 
basic facilities, but also some more layered 
infrastructure and coaching capacity tailored 
to the region's sporting strengths. For in 
stance, campuses in Haryana could focus on 
wrestling, while those in the Northeast 
might prioritise football. Olympic-standard 
tracks, biomechanics labs, and nutrition cen 
tres would provide students with the re 
sources needed to compete internationally. 
Admissions would involve aptitude and 
physical tests, supplemented by national tal 
ent scouting camps. These camps would 
identify promising athletes from underpriv 
ileged and rural areas. 

The schools would emphasise mental 
health, career planning, and life skills. 

Students would receive mentorship from 
accomplished athletes and guidance from 
alumni who have navigated the world of 
professional sports. For those who don't 
make it to the professional level, their aca 
demic grounding would open doors to ca 
reers in sports sciences, coaching, or other 
sports-aligned fields even completely 
unrelated fields. 

Executing this vision could be challeng 
ing. Convincing parents to embrace such a 

model, especially in communities where 
sports are still seen as a gamble, would re 
quire sustained outreach and trust-building. 
Funding these institutions would demand 
public-private partnerships.Coordinating ef 
forts acroSS ministries, sports federations, and 
local govermments would require meticulous 
planning, It would be a perfect example of a 
whole-of-system approach with everyone 
contributing to the cause. 

Yet, the rewards far outweigh the risks. 
Several states, including Uttar Pradesh and 
Telangana, are working on creating sports 
universities. Aresidential sports school could 
create a feeder system for such universities. 

This model wouldn't just produce 
medals - it would fundamentally change 
how a nation views sports as a pathway and 
for society. It would build an ecosystem 
where talent is no longer a casualty of cir 
cumstance, where failure isn't the end but 
a stepping stone to new opportunities. 
Sports are often said to have the power to 
unite, inspire, and transform. For India, they 
could do even more by redefining success. 
All it takes is the will to invest in a future 
where every child witha dream deserves a 
chance to run their race - whether they 
win gold or not, the journey and outcome 
from sports is itselfa victory. That's a race 
worth running. 

The writeris Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Skill Development 

and Entrepreneurship, and 
Minister of State for Education 
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Legal milestone 
Cooperative federalism must guide 

conduct of Govermors 
he Supreme Court's judgment on the con 
duct ofTamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi is 
set to have a far-reaching impact on 

Centre-State relations, underscoring as it does In 
dia's federal principles in what are undoubtedly 
fraught times. The verdict enthances the adminis 
trative autonomy of States, and regulates the 

D fünctioning of constitutional offices, with impli 
cations for the entire country. In the case which 
concerns Mr. Ravi's handling of 10 Bills passed by 
the State Assembly, the Court has effectively 
changed how Governors carry out their constitu 
tional responsibilities. The intervention comes at 
a time when tensions between Governors and go 
vernments in States ruled by parties other than 

I the BJP have pealked - especially over issues such 
as the appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) to 
State-run universities, where Governors serve as 
Chancellors. It is no coincidence that the Bills at 
the heart of the case sought to replace the Gover 
nor with the State government as the authority 
for appointing V-Cs. Mr. Ravi had forwarded 
these Bills to President Droupadi Murmu after 
they were re-adopted by the State Assembly. The 
Court held that the Bills were deemed to have re 
ceived assent. It described the Governor's action 
of referTing the Bills to the President as "not bona 
fide", and his conduct as "arbitrary, non est, and 
erroneous in law" � language that resembled a 
performance appraisal of the gubernatorial of 
fice. In normal circumstances, sucha severe re 
primand would have resulted in the resignation 
of the person whose conduct was under scrutiny: 
Mr. Ravi. But these are not normal circumstanc 
es, and Mr. Ravi was certainly playing the polii 
cally partisan role assigned to him by the govern 
ment at the Centre, led by the BJP, which is 
inimically disposed to the DMK that is in power in 
Tamil Nadu. Hindrance was the strategy. 

T 

The significance of the judgment goes beyond 
the censure of a particular Governor. It lays down 
definite timelines for Governors to act on Bills. It 
ensures that Governors can no longer indefinitely 
delay legislation under the pretext of scrutiny or 
act whimsically or with impunity. The Court has 
reaffirmed a constitutional principle that has of 
ten been undermined: that Raj Bhavans must 
function with transparency, and accountability. 
With the legislation now in force, the Tamil Nadu 
government has the authority to appoint V-Cs 
and must act swiftly to fill these vacancies in 12 
universities, and are made based on merit, inte 
grity, and competence, given past allegations of 
corruption. This judgment is not merely a legal 
nilestone; it is a call for constitutional morality 
and cooperative federalism, and restoration of 
dignity to the office of the Governor, who, as the 
Court pointed out, is expected to act as friend, 
philosopher, and guide to the State Cabinet, and 
not as a blunt instrument of the Centre. a(lo 
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Home and abroad 
India must improve r�search 

infrastructure to serve its students 

he ongoing programme of revoking the 
visas of foreign students in the U.S., os 
tensibly for opposing the còuntry's fo 

reign policy, is a direct outcome of the xenophob 
ic tendency in the Trump administration. The 
|danger is that the Make America Great Again' 
movement that propelled Donald Trump into the 
Presidency may sOon permeate deep into cam 
pus life too, In any case, the number of Indian 
students enrolling in U.S. universities has been 
on a downward trend since last year - even be 
fore the drumbeats of hostility started. Indian 
students are already finding other countries such 
as Germany attractive for lower costs and greater 
flexibility to self-fund their edúcation through 
work. Enrolment figures for September this year 

will demonstrate how attractive the U.S. still is for 
Indian students despite the looming cancellation 
of the Optional Practical Training programme 
that offered a segue for foreign students to work 
ing in the U.S. All this, together with the defund 
ing of research and arm-twisting of universities in 
a country known to value academic freedom, has 
indeed lowered, if not upended, the regard that 
people outside had for the U.S. 

Many countries have sought to leverage the de 
cline of the U.S. as a destination for talent. Re 
ports talk about European institutions welcom 
ing disgruntled U.S.-based researchers, ironically 
noting that scientists and researchers fleeing per 
secution greatly contributed to American pro 
gress in the past. For a while now, Indian retur 
nees have been driven in-part towards a desire to 

come back home or even serve their motherland. 
Professional achievement or the opportunity to 
do high-end research has not always been a big 
driver towards India attracting back its people. 
While, outwardly, new vistas have opened, re 
search opportunities have. expanded, and the 
fight for funds is less intense, in part due to, the 
encouragement given to private institutions, 
much work remains to be done. LoOsening up 
the government's prse strings and goading priv 
ate institutions to invest in research more may 
only be the starting point. What often puts off re 
turnees is the daily struggle in India. The struggle 
not only characterises everyday social life but al 
so the workplace. Collaboration between institu 
tions or even acroSs departments is a tough sell. 
The suffocating social norms and hierarchies are 
a downer. Lastly, the academic freedom that In 

dians are used to enjoying elsewhere will need to 
be recreated. That would require a complete 
overhaul in the Indian government's attitude to 
liberal values and towards foreigners, which of 
ten borders on the Trumpian. 

CM 
K 

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-10), 10 APRIL 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



MICRO-CREDENTIALS & FUTURE OF 
LEARNING: DISRUPTION DR EVOLUTION 

DR SANKU BOSE 

n the global landscapè of 
higher education, a quiet 
revolution is underway. I's 
not heralded by sprawling 
campuses or centuries 
-old traditions, but by a 

new currency of learning-micro 
credentials. These short, skill-focused 
certifications are gaining traction 
across industries and institutions 
alike, offering learners a faster, more 
targeted pathway to acquiring job 
relevant competencies. But are they 
truly redefining education, or do they 
merely complement what t traditional 
degrees already offer? 

To answer that, we must first under 
stand the changing dynamics of the 
modern workplace. For decades, a col 
lege degree was the golden ticket-an 
unquestioned prerequisite to profes 
sional success. But in today's hyper 
accelerated economy, where technology 
evolves at breakneck speed and job 
roles transform almost overnight, 
employers are beginning to ask a differ 
ent question: What can you do?-and 
not just-What did you study? 

Micro-credentials respond to this 
shift with great precision. These bite 
sized certiications, often delivered 
online, are designed to build spe 
cific skills--be it data analysis, digital 
marketing, UX design, or Al pro 
gramming. They can be completed 
in weeks or months, not years. 
because they focus on outcomes and 
real-world application, they provide 
immediate value to both learners and 
employers. 

And 

The appeal is undeniable. Learners 
get a flexible, affordable way to upskill 
or reskill without leaving the work 
force or shifting traditional education 
tracks. Employers get job candidates 
who are not only knowledgeable but 
demonstrably capable. Universities 
and edtech platforms, sensing the tide, 
are jumping in-offering micro-cre 
dentials as sta s standalone badges or stack 
able components that can feed into a 
larger degree. 

Some of the most popular micro 
credential courses todayfocus on in 
demand areas like data science, AI and 
machine learning, digital márketing, 
project management, UX/UI design, 
and cybersecurity. Learners can access 
these through globally recognized 
platforms such as Coursera, edX, 
Udacity, and Linkedln Learning. Many 
of these courses are offered in partner 
ship with top universities like MIT, 
Stanford, and the University of Lon 
don, or industry leaders like Google, 
IBM, and Meta--adding credibility 
and immediate job-market relevance. 

Yet, even as their influence grows, 
micro-credentials are not poised to 
replace traditional degrees-at least 
not in the near term. A degree still. 
represents more than just academic 

achievement; it signals persever 
ance, foundationa knowledge, and a 
broader educational experience. For 
many fields-medicine, law, engineer 
ing--the depth and rigour of a tradi 
tional program remain non-negotiable 
for many employers alike. 

What micro-credentials offer, 
then, is not competition but comple 
mentarity. They are the perfect part 
ner to a lormal education, bridging 

the gap between what is taught in 
classrooms s and what is demanded in 
boardrooms. For graduates, they pro 
vide a way to sharpen their edge. For 
professionals, they offer continuous 
learning without disrupting careers. 
For those left out of the traditional 
education system, they offer a chance 
at relevance in the job market. 

A computer science graduate 
might have theoretical grounding in 
algorithms and systems, but may lack 
hands-on experience with the latest 
cloud platforms or AI tools. A short 
credential in machine learning from a 

repdiately boost e tech company or university 
employability. 

Similarly, a marketing professional 
looking to pivot into product man 
agement could stack relevant micro 
credentials to demonstrate readiness 
for the shift. 

can 

Of course, ,chalesng, and the remain. The 
ecosystem is still n 
credibility of micro-credentials var 
ies signifícantly across providers. 
Without common standards, employ 
ers can find it hard to gauge the true 
value of a badge or certificate. There's 
also the risk of credential fatigue 
where learners accumulate a sea of 
digital badges with little coherence or 
direction. 

The potential of micro 
credentials lies not only 
in their content but in 
their agility. In contrast 
to traditional curricula, 
which often take years to 
update, micro-credentials 
can be swiftly aligned with 
emerging industry trends 

In order to maximise impact, 
stakeholders must collaborate. Uni 
versities should integrate micro-cre 
dentials into their degree pathways, 
allowing students to gain both depth 
and agility. Employers must partici 
pate in shaping curricula to ensure 
alignment with real-world demands. 
Governments and accrediting bod 
ies can help by setting standards 
that ensure quality and recognition 
across sectors. 

Ultimately, the rise of micro-cre 
dentials signals a shift not just in what 
we learn, but in how we learn and 
prove our capabilities. They reflect 
a future where education is not a 
one-time event but a lifelong jour 
ney--modular, flexible, and driven by 
purpose. They empower learners to 
own their growth, respond to change, 
and remain relevant in a dynamic 
world. The dgredentials is not dead. In this 

arent 
the end of traditional education-they 
are a natural evolution! 

new world. 

The uthor is the Group CEO of Teco 
India Group, a visionary and an 

educator. Beyond his corporate role, he 
is ulso a mentor who guides students 
towards resiljgnce and self-discovery 

mio13 
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Should guide its approach. 

Curriculum for Unity 
ndia's decision to introduce a standardised curricu 
lum in Himalayan Buddhist monasteries marks a sig nificant shift in how the country views both education 

and national security. This reform is more than an acade 
mic exercise - it is' a quiet but strategic move to fortify India's cultural and geopolitical frontiers. For decades, 
Buddhist monasteries in regions like Arunachal Pradesh, 
Ladakh, Siikkim, and Himachal Pradesh have functioned 
as semi-autonomous institutions: They have preserved 
not only spiritual teachings but also a unique educational 
rhythm that blends religion, philosophy, and community 
wisdom. However, the lack of formal recognition for non 
religious subjects taught in these institutions has left 
many students disconnected from mainstream oppor 
tunities. Now, with the government stepping in to unify 
these curricula under a national framework, we are wit 
nessing an effort to bridge this gap. Introducing science, 
mathematics, computer literacy, and national history 
into monastic education not only empowers students 
with tools for the modern world but also anchors them 
more firmly in India's civic identity. This move must be 
seen in the larger context of the India-China border dy 
namic. These monasteries are not just religious centres 
- they are located in some of the most geopolitically sen 
sitive areas of the country. In a region where soft power 
can shape loyalties and narratives, ensuring that religious 
institutions align with national interests is a pragmatic, 
if delicate, step. At its heart, the initiative is about foster 
ing a sense of belonging among young monks and nuns 
~ many of whom live in remote, high-altitude settlemen 
ts. Education becomes not just a tool of learning, but of 
national integration. There is also a quiet acknowledgm 
ent that foreign influence, especially from China, has 
long permeated these border regions - not only through 
political claims but also through cultural channels. By 
equipping monastic students with an education rooted 
in Indian values and certified by Indian institutions, New 
Delhi is attempting to assert ideological sovereignty over 
its frontiers. However, this initiative must be implement 
ed with care. The monasteries' concerns about the disr 
uption of traditional learning models are valid. Any cur 
riculum reform must respect the spiritual andpedagog 
ical legacy of these institutions. It would be a mistake to 
impose a one-size-fits-all model that ignores the nuanced 
realities of monastic life. Dialogue, not diktat, should gui 
de' this transition. Moreover, this effort must not become 
another battleground for cultural homogenisation. The 
strength of India lies in its ability to accommodate diver 
sity while fostering unity. A curriculum that includes 
Bhoti language and Tibetan traditions alongside Indian 

history and civics is a positive sign. The goal should not 
be assimilation, but integration - rooting Himalayan 
Buddhist identity more deeply within the Indian fold 

without erasing its distinctiveness. At a time when edu 

cation is increasingly recognised as a tool of statecraft, 

India's Himalayan monastery reform is a thoughtful 

stride. If done right, it could serve as a model for how to 

blend cultural preservation with nation-bulding in a way 

that is both inclusive and strategic. 
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Invisible barriers: How UGC draftregulations fail students with disabilities 
ARUSHI SINGH AND RAUNA0 JAISWAL 

Netflixseries, Atypical, narrates the 
story of Sam Gardener as he tack-

Lles the ups and downs of college life 
with the support of disability services-of 
fering a raw and heartfelt glimpse into the 
experiences of students with disabilities. 
Being on the autism spectrum, Sam trav-
erses the confusing : realities 

of ndal lifewith the help of 
his parents, friends and accommodation 
provided by his university. Like Sam, many 

students with disabilities navigate the in-
frastructural challenges of the university 
campusesand the pressures to meet 

their academic responsibilities. Without 
adeauate protections, they maybe margi-
alised, ostracised and even diseriminated 
againstfromnumerous fronts-potentially 
reatinganenvironment thatmay obstruct 

theiracademicand professional pursuits. 

Perhaps recognising these barriers 
faced by the students with disabilities, the 
Indian regulators took a more inclusive 
approachin 2012-describing discrimina-
tion as distinction, exclusion, limitation 
or preference which has the purpose or 
effectofnullifying or impairing equality of 
treatment in education and in particular 
i) of depriving a student or a group of stu-
dents on the basis of caste, creed, religion, 
language, ethnicity, gender, disability or 
access to education of any type or at any 
level'. However, the newly proposed Draft 
University Grants Commission (Promo 
tion of Equity in Higher Education Insti-
tutions) Regulations, 2025, seek to reduce 
this 

PANORAMA 

n of people with disabilities 
(PwDs) against discrimination in Higher 
Education Institutions (HE). In the pro-
posed draft of regulations, the definition 
of discrimination limits the meaning of 
the word 'discrimination' to connote"any 

unfair, differential, or biased treatment or 
any such act against any stakeholder on 
the grounds only of religion, race, caste, 
sex,place of birth,or any of them:"'Further, 
instead of giving regulatory protection to 
the students, the draft guidelines simply 
mandate that HEls 'shall' take appropri-
ate protective and preventive measures 
to eliminate discrimination against stake 
holders and safeguard the interests of the 
stakeholders withoutanyprejudiceto their 
caste, creed, I ,language, ethnicity, 
gender, and disability. 

By proposing to nearly exclude disabili-
tyand the ensuing discrimination from its 
skeleton, the regulations weaken theprin-
ciples of inclusion and diversity, thereby 
provoking gaps between policy drafting 
and ground realities. Essentially, there 
are two factors that have contributed to 
the erosion of these principles. This draft 
proposal, ifimplemented, threatens to un 

derminethe progress made by people with 
disabilities (PwDs) for two reasons. 

Firstly, India has arguably made signif 
icant strides in advancing the rights of the 
PwDs in various facets ofpersonal and so-
cialife. Parallely, a gamutofpolicies enact 
edon disability inclusion have been crucial 
infostering greater accessibility and equity 
across education, employment and public 
life. Notably, the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan 
(Accessible lndia Campaign) d the Na 

Deuelonnmentof tionalAction Plant 
Personswith Disabilities have been instru 
mental in improving inclusivity for PwDs. 
In the given scheme of things, the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, in 
consonance with India's obligation under 
the United Nations Convention on Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), 
has broadened the scope of disability' and 
has marked a shift to a more rights-based 
approach. The draft regulations threaten 

to endanger the progress made so far to 
secure the rights for the PwDs. 

Secondly, the Supreme Court'sjurispru 
dencehas evolved to expand the envelope 
ofdisability by including discourses on dig-

nity, accessibility, autonomy, and empow-
erment, among other things-highlighting 
the necessity of adopting a substantive ap-
proach toward equality. The draft guide-
lines, as highlighted above, use the word 
'sball.The use d eof'shall'H eappears s to im 
na non-mandatory framework which rhe 

Rajive Raturijudgement soughtresolutely 
torectify. This provision risks undermining 
the directions of the Supreme Courtin the 
judgement by introducing inconsistencies 
inthe legal principles governing therights 
ofPwDS. 

Itis pertinent to highlight that the draft 
regulations, which draw their mandate 
fromthe National Education Policy, 2020 
(NEP), also end up contradicting the spirit 

7 

in which NEP was drafted. The NEP had 
placed great emphasis on the provision 
of special educators, support for teach 
ers teaching students with disabilities 
and equipping students with disabilities 
with an inclusive environment in line with 
the RPwD Act. To remedy the two points 
mentioned, it is vital that persons with dis 
abilities are explicitly included within the 
"objectives" clause of the regulations, the 
preamble, a and the definition of 'discrim 
ination' under the draft which has been 
opened for suggestions and comments. 
Furthermore, to ensure meaningful rep 
resentation and participation, the regula 
ions must mandate the inclusion ofatleast 
one member with a disability in the equity 
committee responsible for overseeing 
compliance and implementation. 

(The writers teach law at the Jindal 
GlobalLaw School, OP Jindal Global 
University) 
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The road ahead for 
HEI accreditation 

ublic perception of the quality of higher 
education institutions (HEIs) in India is 
influenced significantly by the accreditation 

system run by the National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC). The CBI arrest of 
seven NAAC officials earlier this year in a bribery 
for-ratings case sullied trust in this system. It is 
against this backdrop that the recent removal of 
over a fifth of the body's 5,300-plus assessors must 
be read - as necessary cleansing to revive trust. 

P: 

Allegations of bad-faith assessments have been 
around for a long time, and a NAAC probe reported 
data discrepancies, protocol violations, and other 
irregularities on the part of some assessors. The 
impact of this is not hard to imagine -- hundreds of 
thousands of students hoodwinked over the years 
even as HEIs learned to play the system to their 
advantage. To that end, the recent purge, anda 
similar one done before the CB( arrests, could prove 
effective in curbing compromised ratings. 

That said, NAAC will need to undertake significant 
reforms to regain trust. There is a clear need to 
implement the K Radhakrishnan committee 
recommendations post haste. Work on rolling out 
two key reformsshifting to binary or basic 
accreditation system and maturity-based graded 
levels that tracks performance over the years -is 
underway and NAAC says these could be rolled out 
within a month. Beyond this, the assessment body 
must consider institutionalising sustained 
stakeholder feedback to make its system more 
responsive to the actual demand-base it needs to 
cater for- the country's students. Removing 
dubious assessors won't work if the structure allows 

more to come up; the need is for radical reforms. 
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India can reinvent 
education with AT 
If the country can 
empower its children to 
become fluent in the 
language of AI, to master 
these tools instead of 
fearing them, then it will 
gain a decisive 
competitive edge 

silent revolution is 
unfolding in classrOoms. 
StudentS are no longer 
just Googling answers 
they are collaborating 
with Artificial Intelli 

gence (AI). They are co-writing essays 
with ChatGPT, generating lab reports 
in seconds, solving math problems 
through conversation, and even using 
AI to communicate with their teach 
ers. This is happening now-in real 
time, in real classrooms, all over the 
world. 

And yet, the most common 
response from educational institu 

tions has been fear. Schools are ban 
ning AI tools. Universities are imple 
menting harsh penalties. Administra 
tors are doubling down on 
surveillance technologies. In the US, 

Some teachers are being pressured, or 
even threatened, for raising concerns 
about outdated curricula or experi 
menting with AI in their classrooms. 

Instead of being supported for trying 

to adapt, they are being told to toe the 
line. It isa global backlash driven not 
by reason, but by panic. 

This isn't just a missed opportunity 
-it is a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of what's coming, 

Every disruptive technology in edu 
cation has followed the same trajec 
tory: rejection, resistance, then reluc 
tant acceptance. Calculators were 
once condemned. Computers were 
banned from exam halls. The internet 
was feared. Eventually, all of them 
became indispensable. Alis following 
the same path, but with much more 
speed and scale. And what makes it 
different is that it doesn't just change 
how students learn-it changes what 
learning means. 

India's education system 
today, shaped by the legacy 
of the British who designed it 
to produce compliant clerks 
for the. empire, is still 
focused on memorisation, 
rigid curricula, and stan 
dardised tests. It was built for 
a different age. It cannot 
keep pace with the demands 
of an AI-powered world. What is 
needed now is reinvention. 

while the human teacher remains the 
irreplaceable mentor and moral 
anchor. 

And India has the roots to lead that 
reinvention. For centuries, knowledge 
here was passed through the guru 
shishyaparampar�, a system built on 
trust, mentorship, inquiry, and self 
discovery. The teacher didn't just 

impart knowledge; they nurtured the 
soul. In ancient universities like 
Nalanda and Takshashila, learning 
wasn't limited to rote. The focus was 

on discussion, dialogue, and depth. AI, 
if used wisely, can become a new kind 
of shikshak, a virtual guide that sup 
ports and adapts to each student. 

Students who understand how to 
work with AI� who know how to 
prompt, challenge, verify, and expand 
upon its outputs -will be the most 
efective thinkers and problem-solvers 
of their generation. Those who don't 
will fall behind. Blocking these tools 
won't stop their use. It will only ensure 
students use them blindly, without 
oversight, guidance, or understanding. 

In The Driver in the Driverless Car, I 
predicted that exponential technolo 

Vivek 
Wadhwa 

gies like AI, augmented real 
ity, and universal connectiy 
ity would converge and 
upend long-standing models 

none more so than in edu 
cation. That convergence is 
no longer hypothetical. It is 
already here. AI tutors today 
can detect confusion and 
adjust in real time. Aug 
mented reality platforms are 

delivering immersive lab experiences 
through smartphones. Students will 
soon be engaging with avatars of 
Albert Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, or 
Rani Lakshmibai to explore history 
and ethics not by reading about them, 
but by interacting with them. 

AI doesn't replace teachers, it ele 
vates them. Great educators won't be 
sidelined by machines, they'll be 
empowered by them. Instead of 
spending time grading or repeating 
the same lessons, theyl focus on men 
torship, inspiration, and helping stu 
dents ask better questions. Machines 
will handle the routine. Humans will 

Traditional assessments-standardised tests, copy-paste homework, 
generic essays --are no longer fit for purpose. 

guide the profound. 
But that shift requires a change in 

mindset. The real constraint is not 
technology. It is imagination. If a chat 
bot can pass a school exam, then per 
haps it is time to rethink the exam. 
If Al can generate an essay, the real 
learning should be in how a student 
refines it, critiques it, and makes it their 
oWn. 

Traditional assessments - stan 
dardised tests, copy-paste homework, 
generic essays -are no longer fit for 
purpose. AI can complete these tasks 
in seconds. That doesn't mean the 
tools should be banned. It means the 
metrics should evolve. A better meas 
ure of learning today is how well a stu 
dent collaborates with technology. 
how critically they evaluate it, and 
what original insight they bring to the 
final result. 

There are real risks, of course. AI 

can hallucinate facts. It can amplify 

bias. It can make it easy to cut corners. 

But these risks are precisely why AI 

must be part of the learning process, 
Students need to learn hOw to ques 
tion it, how to test it, how to improve 
upon it. That doesn't happen by lock 

HINDUSTAN TIMES 

ing it out of the classroom. It happens 
by inviting it in, under watchful and 
thoughtful guidance. 

There is also unprecedented poten 
tial. Intelligent systems, if designed cor 
rectly, can democratise access to qual 
ity education. A student in a renote vil 
lage could have access to the same level 
of instruction as one in a major city. 
Mobile-first platforms, mulilingual 
support, and smart design can break 
down the barriers that geography and 
income have long imposed. 

If India can figure this out first, if it 
can empower its children to become 
fluent in the language of AI, to master 
these tools instead of fear them, then it 
will gain a decisive competitive edge. 
Not just in education, but in entrepre 
neurship, research, governance, and 
global influence. 

We don't have to choose between 
tradition and technology. India can lead by doing what it has always done best: Combining ancient wisdom with future-forward thinking. 

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, 
Vionix Biosciences. The views 

expressed are personal 
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PAY HEED 
I he Indian Institute of Technology Delhi 
it had witnessed five student suicides be 
tween 2023 and 2024 - had constituted an 

external panel to probe the reasons behind stu 
dents taking this extreme step. While the 12-mem 
ber committee submitted its findings in August 
last year, there is still no clarity on whether the 
institution has implemented its suggestions; one 
student committed suicide since the report was 
submitted. The findings of the report can be illu 
minating for educational institutions across the 
country and notjust IIT Delhi. This is because data 
suggest that student suicides in India have grown 
at an alarming anual rate, surpassing even the 
population growth rate and overall suicide trends. 
In IIT Delhi's case, the report found that burnout 
from excessive pressure, toxic competitiveness, 
and caste and gender discrimination were the key 
triggers behind students ending their lives. What 
must be noted is that the causal factors often over 
lap. A study by a forum for caste justice had ear 
lier found that in higher educational institutions 
that endorse fierce competition and eschew em 
pathy, discriminatory attitudes based on gender 

and caste get magnified. The IIT Delhi committee 
confirms this by stating that when a handful of 
students are competing for a limited number of 
resources, it kills the joy of learning and distorts 

peer relationships. The grading system, the report 
underlined, reinforces this pressure, promoting 
competition over collaboration. The bias, howe 
ver, is not always explicit: for instance, enquiries 
about Joint Entrance Examination ranks are often 
a covert attempt to infer caste identities, a practice 
that makes students from scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes feel undeserving and deficient. 

Just as the causes that lead students to end 
their lives are applicable beyond ITT Delhi, so are 
some of the solutions proffered by the committee. 
Compulsory training for all students, faculty, and 
staff on inclusivity, equality and respectful behav 
iour is one recommended step. It is worth noting 
that the committee found that the usual deterremt 
to suicides- student counselling -has had limit 
ed success on account of confidentiality concerns, 
perceived stigma. and inadequate sensitivity to 
Social discrimination issues. Laws to end dis 
crimination on campus the University Grants 
Commission had I notified the UGC (Promotion 

of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) 
Regulations, 2025 must keep these factors and 
suggestions in mind. Change ought to begin at 
home to0, not just on campuses, Indian families 
need to understand that the mental well-being of 
their wards matters more than marks. 
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When avacant VC 
post sparks apowertussle 

In Karnataka, the 
governor confronts the 
government on RDPR 

University. At the centre 
of the impasse is 

Article 200 

M GAUTHAM MACHAIAH 

n an unusual move, Karnataka Gov-
ernor Thaawarchand Gehlot has is-
sued a one-month ultimatum to the 

state government to invite applications 
for the postofvice-chancellor (VC) ofthe 
Mahatma Gandhi Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj (RDPR) University. 
The governor warned that if the govern 
ment fails to act, he would initiate the 
process himself. The posthas remained 
vacant since May 2024, when Vishnu 
kant S Chatpalli completed his term. 

The governor's intervention - con 
veyed through a sharplyworded letterto 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah -reflects 
mounting frustration over the govern 
ment's sluggishness in filling top univer 
sity posts. Currently, at least six public 
universities in Karnataka are function 
ing without a full-ime vice-chancellor, 
adversely affecting their academic and 
administrative operations. 

While Gehlot's concern over 
the leadership vacuum at RDPR 
Universiy is justified, his selective out 
rage and urgency raise eyebrows. Why 
single out this university when several 
others continue without permanent 
heads? The answer lies in the ongoing 
political tussle between Raj Bhavan and 
Vidhana Soudha. 

In December 2024, the Karnataka 
legislature passed an amendment to 
the RDPR Universiy Act, stripping the 
governor of his role as chance and 
vesting that power in the chief minister. 
This aligns with a broader trend among 
opposition-ruled states seeking to re 
duce the governor's influence in higher 
education, citing concerns over political 
interference and constitutional over-
reach. However, the bill remains pend 
ing as the governor is yet to grant assent. 

Historically, governors were designat-
ed as chancellors of state universities to 
safeguard institutional autonomny from 

noiicoerole I meddling. However, over the 
has become increasingly 

years, t 
contentious, especially in states where 
theruling party and the governor belong 
to opp0sing political camps. Gehlot, 

once seen as a governor who adhered 

to constitutional norms, now faces ac 

cusations of actingunder pressure fronm 
the central government. 

ASSENT DELAYED 

The state government, 
meanwhile, 

l advertising the VC post, 
has delayed 
presumably hoping to bypass the gov 

ernor once the amendment comes into 

efect.This standoff raises two Ciucal 

concerns: propriety and constitution-
al intent. While the governor insists 
that appointments must follow the 
existing legal framework until the 
amendment is enacted, his reluctance 
to grant assent raises concerns of de 
liberate obstruction. 

"The root of the impasse lies in Article 
200 ofthe Constitution, which pertains 
to the governor's powers related to state 
legislation. The Articledoesnot specify a 
timeline for approvingorrejecting bills, 
enabling governors to exercise what is 
effectively a pocket veto' by indefinite-
ly withholding assent, often rendering 
them infructuous. This practice has 
drawn severe criticisn from the judici-
ary in the past. 

yaCANCY 

Now, in a signiñcant rebuke to Tamil 
Nadu Governor RN Ravi, who has con 
sistently delayed giving assent to bills, 
the Supreme Courthas'read down' Arti-
cle 200,setting a deadline of one to three 
months forgubernatorialactions. This is 
awelcome step, as prolonged delayin de-
cision-making disrupts governance and 
policy, erodes democracy, undermines 
cooperative federalism, and compro-
mises Centre-state relations. 

The Karnatakagovernmentmust also 
reflect on its inconsistency. Ifremoving 

the governor as chancellor is essential 

for better governance, why limit the 
reform to just one university? This se 

lective approach raises suspicions of 
political motives or vested interests. 

Contentious selection processes 
Other states bave talken similar steps 

with varying outcomes. In 2013, Gujarat 

amended its university laws Curtailing 

the governor's powers while retaining 
the ceremonial role of chancellor. The 
amendment was approved by then-Goy 
ernor O PKohli during Narendra Modi's 
tenure as the chiefminister. In contrast, 
a similar bill adopted by Kerala was re 
ferred to the President, who withheld 
assent - highlighting how outcomes 
differ based on political context. 

Under the current system, the VC se 
ecuon process involvesa three-mem 

berselection committee that comprises 
nominees from the governor, the chief 
minister, and the University Grants 
Commission (UGC). The governor then 
selects one candidate froma shortlist of 
three. Unfortunately, this system has 
often resulted in questionable appoint 
ments, influenced by caste, political 
allegiance, andeven financial consider 
ations, rather than academic merit or 
leadership ability. 

Arecent UGC draft guideline has fur 
ther sparked fresh controversy by pro 
posing that the governor, as chancellor, 
shoul� unilaterally form the VC selec 
tioncommitee, excludingstate govern 
mentsaltogether:. Non-NDA-nuled states have strongly opposed this move, calling 
it an infringement on their autonomy. 
Education falls under the Concurrent 

List of the Constitution, and states, as 
primaryfunders ofuniversities, rightful 
0y seek a say in their governance. 

India's federal structure is weakened 
when the Centre and states clash over 
critical areassuch as education. Uniform 

rules imposed from above may ignore 
regional realities and risk marginalis 
ing deserving local talent. A balanced, 
collaborative framework that respects 
both state involvementandinstitutional 

integrity is essential. 
The truth is that neither governor-led 

norgovernment-controlledsystems can 
guarantee competentleadership unless 
merit becomes the overriding criterion. 
Over theyears, the VC selection process 
has become heavily politicised, compro 
mising the quality of higher education. 

The need ofthe hour is a transparent, 
consultative, andapoliticalappointment 
mechanism. Governors and elected 
governments must move beyond con 
frontation and focus on nurturing insti 
tutions. Universities should be temples 
oflearning, not battlegrounds for assert 
ing political dominance, They should be 
nurseries forfuture leaders, innovators, 
and thinkers. 

While the latest apex court order does 

not leave Gehlot with much leeway, the 
standoffover the RDPRUniversity's VC 
appointmentissymptomatic ofadeeper 
malaise in the country's higher educa 

tion governance. Both Raj Bhavan and 

Vidhana Soudha must rise above parti 

san calculations and commit to a system 

that upholds academic excellence over 

political expediency. 
Ultimately, the future ofKarnataka's 

universities - and by extension, its stu 
dents - depends on the integrity and 
competence of those who lead them. 
It is time to depoliticise education and 
empOwer institutions tO reclainm their 
rightful place as beacons of knowledge, 
creativity, and societal transformation. 
This can only be achieved through vi 
sionaryacademicleadership committed 
to excellence and progress. 

(The writer is a Bengaluru-based 

seniorjournalist) 
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Education system, Al and social media 
SWAGAT BORUAH 

here are few inventions in mod 
ern history as consequential as 
social media and artificial intelli 
gence. Akin to the impact of the 
light bulb or the printing press, 

both these inventions have changed the 
course of human history and continue to do 
so. This article highlights the changes that 
they have brought about to the schooling 
system and how we can reimagine educa 
tion with the tools of social media and arti 
icial intelligence. 

T 

The school system has historically served 
three purposes-to give students access to 
books and study materials, teachers who 
can teach from those materials, and values 
of discipline and social skills. With the ad 
vent of social media, the first two purposes 
have been virtually rendered obsolete. To 
day, an 8-year-old boy in the slums of Mum 
bai has the power to learn all about a topic 
of science or mathematics, just the way an 
8-year-old boy in California does, thanks to 
tools such as Google, Wikipedia, YouTube 
and so on. Social media has changed two 
features of the schooling system - the fact 
that there are better schools and better 
teachers who are gatekeepers of knowl 
edge, and that there needs to be grades for 
iearming a subject. Today, an 8-year-old boy 
anywhere in the world has access to PhD. 
level knowledge, thanks to the internet. 

PlessiOIl Ol tne art IOITm 0Iten gives the 

This brings us to the important question: 
can we do away with schools and teachers? I 

Would argue not. But we can, and we ought 

to, see a radical change in the schooling sys 

tem, to keep up with the information age 

A call to rethink education and regulation in an Al-driven world to 
safeguard creativity fairness and human thought. 

and to keep pace with the new-age econo 
my. We have to imagine a future wherein 
we might need to do away with the concept 
of a degree, except in cases of professional 
degrees such as law and medicine; secondly, 
the concept of a class or a grade might be 
abolished; thirdly, AI models need to be in 
corporated into our learning. 

There needs to be an effort to tap into 
the unprecedented flow of information to 
the common public and the breakdown of 
knowledge hierarchy. For this, there needs 
to be early specialisation for students. A 
child wanting to learnm music, or play a sport, 
or specialise in a particular science subject 
ought to be given all the possible exposure 
with the help of the internet and AI, apart 
from the basic learming at school, so that 
students are not only able to pursue what 
they truly love but also have the opport 
nity to be the best at it and not lose out 
because of the erstwhile barrier to knowl 
edge and good teachers. This will help cre 
ate an economy where schooling will be 

come truly classless, and people will have 
the best and equal opportunity to be spe 
cialists in their domain. This will also help 
make learning more fun and provide stu 
dents with the opportunity to break free 
from the shackles of the education system 
and think more creatively. 

Artifcial intelligence will in time bring 
extraordinary benefits to medical science, 
clean energy provisions, environmental is 
sues, and many other areas. But precisely 
because Al makes judgements regarding an 
evolving, as-yet-undetermined future, un 

certainty and ambiguity are inherent in its 
results. Ultimately, the term artificial intel 
ligence may be a misnomer. To be sure, 
these machines can solve complex, seem 
ingly abstract problems that had previously 
yielded only to human cognition. But what 
they do umiquely is not thinking as hereto 
fore conceived and experienced. Rather, it 
is unprecedented memorisation and com 
putation. Because of its inherent superiori 
ty in these fields, AI is likely to win any 
game assigned to it. But for our purpOses as 
humans, the games are not only about win 
ning; they are about thinking. By treating a 
mathematical process as if it were a thought 
process, and either trying to mimic that proc 
ess ourselves or merely accepting the re 
sults, we are in danger of losing the capacity 
that has been the essence of human cogni 
tion, Enlightenment started with essential 
ly philosophical insights spread by a new 
technology. Our period is moving in the op 
posite direction. It has generated a poten 
tially dominating technology in search of a 
guiding philosophy. Other countries have 
made AI a major national project. India has 
not yet, as a nation, systematically explored 
its full scope, studiedits implications, or be 
gun the process of ultimate learning. This 
should be given a high national prority, above 
all, from the point of view of relating AI to 
humanistic traditions. 

Governments need to build up exper 
tise in artiicial intelligence so they can make 
informed laws and regulations that respond 
to this new technology. They'll need to 
grapple with misinformation and deepfakes, 

security threats, changes to the job mar 
ket, and the impact on education. To cite 
just one example: the law needs to be clear 
about which uses oÉ deepfakes are legal and 
about how deepfakes should be labelled so 
everyone understands when something 
they're seeing or hearing is not genuine. 

Political leaders will need to be equipped 
to have informed, thoughtful dialogue with 
their constituents. They will also need to 
decide how much to collaborate with other 
countries on these issues versus going it 
alone. 

Finally, there ought to be serious 
thought given to' how AI can be blended in 
with learning for children. Chat GPT has 
had its Eureka moment by providing us 
ers with jaw-dropping solutions to their 
prompts. Now the serious question that 
begs an answer is whether we allow AI to 
take over the human consciousness. Let 
us not be mistaken because it does pose a 
serious threat. After all, it is not the dele 
gation of the menial and mechanical task 
of remembering phone numbers or maps to 
a machine. This is a question of delegating 
human creativity and thought to a machine. 
The jury still remains out as to how AI will 
impact the economy and the education sys 
tem given it is sill in its incepion moment. 
However, legislation governing social me 
dia ought to have its 'seatbelt for the car 
moment and for AI, it ought to have treaties 
like what we had for nuclear armaments. 
We are living in a very interesting era and 
the generation of students that are to come 
will have to deal with unpreçedented times. 
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The emptyclassroomcrisis: Why are students staying away? 
FURQAN QAMAR 

scaping lectures has become the 

norm rather than the exception in 
igher etucation. Moststudents now prefertoslip classesatthe slightestpretext. 

Bven strict measures-such as disallowing 
students from appearing in exams if they 
fail to meet the minimum attendance re-
quirement-seem to have little effect. 

Studentabsenteeismis no longerlimited 
tolow-quality higher education institutions 
(HHEIS). Ithas spreadacross all universities 

and colleges, including the most prestig-
ious. At one ofthe Institutions of Eminence 
(LoE), students even appreciated theiruni-
versity fornotenforcingattendance, calling 
it one ofits best practices". 

This is not a 
Student 

absentten 
unique to India. 

n is a global Ben the 
enon, varying only in degree. Even 
wOrld'sbestuniversities bavenotremained 
untouched. Ifthevwere, Tom Clay andLori 
Breslow ofMIT Cambridgewould nothave 
felttheneed to survey theirundergraduate 

studentsin 2006 orwrite a blog post about enforcement of academic discipline. 
their findings. 

Policy planners and administration tend to blame teachers. They accuse fac-
ultyof being lackadaisical, uninspiring, or insufficiently skilled to aract students to 
lectures and keep them engaged. Their 
commitment and passion are questioned, 
and they are also censured for prioritising 
their convenience over the needs of stu 
dents. Teachers areblamed for notputting 
their hearts into their teaching. Critics ar 
gue thatlecturers pass the time by making 
presentations or dictating dated notes. lectures are rarely thought-provok-
ing. They seldom encourage questioning 
by students and scarcely engage them in 
activities that arouse curiosity. 

PANORAMA 

On the other hand, teachers point to 
students' lack of seriousness. They argue 
hatstudents todayare more interested in 

obtaining degrees than in gaining knowl-
edge, learning skills, and cultivating the 
right attitude. Teachers also blame poor 
infrastructure and weak administrative 

Teachers also tend to blame it on inno-
vations in pedagogical practices. Instiu-tions now require them to upload lecture 
notes, presentations and model question papers. In many cases, the recorded lec-
ures are also made available. These make 
students feel they would not misS much if 
theyskipped their classes. 

Experts cite almost everything under 
the sun as a probable cause of the malady. 
For a time, the idiot box' was blamed for 
distracting students from the classroom. 
Today, it is the smartphone and constant 
Internet access that are considered major 
disruptors. 

Some argue that teachers and students 
are overburdened with lectures, quizzes, 
assignments, examinations and a host of 
otheractivitiesthroughoutheyear,leaving 
them little time to enjoy the journey called 
knowledge. Implementation of semester 
and trimester systems has further aggra-
vated the problem. 

Mental health concerns are another 

factor. Students and faculty alike may be 
dealing with anxiety, depression, or burn-
out, whichmakesengaging inclassroomdy-namicsharder: Inconvenientcass imings, 
por cassroom conditions, uncomforta-bleseating, or hostile environments- Hike 
ragging, bulying,oran unwelcoming peer 
group-canalso drive students away. 

When asked, students often give vague 
and evasive answers. They try to be kind 
to their teachers and students when they 
admit they should attend classes regularly 
but cannot do so for reasons beyond their 
control. Some ind class schedules incon-
venient, while others say they are just lazy. 

Sill, a few are straightforward: they say 
the teaching-learning process is deficient 
and draining, that universities lack quali-
fied and inspiring teachers, and that their 
lectures are boring, repetitive, and poor 
value for time, money and effort. Some 
even see a disconnect between the world 
ofwork and knowledge and conclude that 
attending classes is pointless. 

These students may have a point. But 

their attitude towards classrooms remains Studentsenrolin full-úmeregular mode 
inexplicable. Why, then, do they enrol in lnowing fully well that it comes at a price 
hul-áme regular programnes, especially and entails expectations of atendance when many other options are availabie? and clas partidpation. It binds students 
Gone are the days when students had no with rigid timetables of lectures and ex choice but to study in regular mode to earm aminations, thus depriving thenm of their 
adegre. comforts, orts, convenience, and freedom. They 

believe thatsuch higher education provides 
them some distinct advantages. Why dont 
they then take full advantage of their de 
cision? 

Why dont they opt instead for istance, 
open, online, or virtual modes of higher 
education? Why not accumulate micro or 
nano credits as they like and deposit them 
in the Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)? 
India is perhaps the only country offering 
such flexible, informal pathways to formal, 
recognised higher education qualificaions. 
EdTech platforms and digital universities 
promise freedom, flexibility, and conven-
ience. 

Why don't students avail themselves 

7 

dap-

Ubiquitously, our understanding of the 
issue is only limited and is coloured by our 
own biases. Eachofthe parties to the educa 
tional processmay have some truthto their 
views, but addressing the ever-increasing 
aversion ofstudents calls for urgentacions 
leading to engagementstrategies, account 
ability measures, and student suppor. 

of the concesions that these innovaions 
promise to offer higher education with ease? Why do students continue to seek 
degrees at all, especially when 
are said to 

increasingvvaluelllentral 
University of Himachal Pradesh 

ispresently chiefadvisor to the Chancellor 
titude over paper qualifications? at Integral University, Lucknow) 

(The writer, a retired professor of man 
agementatJamia Milia Islamia and former VC of the University of Rajasthan and the 
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The case for Bengali as a classical language 

Questions of origin n the eve of Poila 
Baisakh, Bengali New 
Year's Day, the ques 
tion of Bengali as 
mita hangs heavy in 

the air. Is it under siege? If so, from where? Is the eclectic, pluralist soul of Bengal's culture that is under threat from religious bigotry and narrow-minded fundamentalism? 
Is it the Bengali language whose present and future are jeopardised? 
The aftermath of the recognition of Bengali as a 'classical' language by the Indian government seems to be a good moment for sonme reflections on especially the second question. 

In 2004, the Indian government decided to create a new category of 
languages as 'classical', determin 
ing specific criteria on the antiq uity of a language and the nature of extant literature in it. Tamil got this recognition that year. The criteria were revised in 2005, with 
the 'antiquity' requirement raised from one thousand years to a mini 
mum of 1,500-2,000 years. That year, Sanskrit joined the ranks of 'clas 
sical', with Kannada and Telugu following suit in 2008, Malayalam 
in 2013, and Odia in 2014. And then, 
in October 2024, this prized status 
was accorded simultaneously to 
Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, ASsamese 
and Bengali, thereby bringing up the number of officially-recognised 
Indian classical languages to eleven. 

Traditionally, a 'classical' lan 
guage is a prestigious, often ancient, 
language, like Latin or Sanskrit. 
Such languages are often contrast 
ed with vernacular' languages, which in Indian history have usu 
ally entailed a position of inferior 
ity or powerlessnmess in relation to 
'dominant, 'cosmopolitan', or 'clas 
sical' languages. Yet, the assertions 
of linguistic identity in colonial 
India - and their imbrication in the 
rhetoric of community, history, and 
territory turned these 'vernacu 
lar languages into powerful vehi-
cles that could appear to represent 
and speak for hitherto unrepresent 
ed groups. It was this that shaped 
the strategies employed in defining 
the territorial claims of new lin 
guistic provinces both before and 
after 1947. 

ernacular print -cultures 
mushroomed in different 
parts of India from the sec 

ond half of the 19th century on 
wards and had a critical role in the 
creation of public spheres in co 
lonial India. In many regions like 
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Punjab, 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Kerala, 
Gujarat and so on� which, at the 

Jayanta Sengupta is 
Director, Alipore Museum; 
jsengupt@ gmail.com 

JAYANTA SENGUPTA 

-TATOTITIÀNITAT 
eTWZ0TORSSTRTIA# adsfHAIRAqf 

A page from the Lalitavistara Sutra © The British Library time, were included in multilin 
gual colonial administrative units like the Bengal, Bombay, and Ma dras Presidencies � the explosion of writing on language, literature, culture, and history usually gravi tated towards delineating a territo riality of the linguistic communi ty. This territorial element would 
later provide the spatial substance 
of the movements for linguistic 
states. 

Interestingly, in Bengal with 
its vibrant, vernacular print cul ture - the project of writing the 
histories of language and literature 
was unconnected with a quest for 
an autonomous territorial identi-
ty. Bengalis, because of their early 
exposure to English, came to dom 
inate the Empire's subordinate bu 
reaucracy all the way from Punjab 
to Assam. Unsurprisingly, Odia and 
Assamese linguistic movements 
which eventually took territorial 
dimensions originally emerged 
in response to what was perceived 
as Bengali 'sub-colonialism'. 

But the history of the Bengali 
language and literature, includ-
ing its 'origin theories', was not 
brought into the service of seeking 
a territorial foothold for the concept 
of Bengaliness' because this was 
never an agenda for Bengal. With 
the exception of its successful pitch 
for acquiring the Bengali-speaking 
areas of Manbhum district from 
Bihar in 1956, the Bengali vernac 
ular intelligentsia didn't have to 
formulate expansive imagined 
linguistic] communities' and sub 
mit their territorial-geographical 
expressions tothe various colonial 
and postcolonial commissions that 
decided on territorialreorgani 
sations. For. willy-nilly, Bengal 
was on the other side of the table, 
being forced to part with large 
chunks of territory, most notably 
during the two Partitions of 1905 
and 1947. 

ary studies - for, arguably, the first 
time in history. And that too with the 
objective of gaining a status �two 
decades after Tamil and one after 
Odia - that promises, theoretically, 

TZAAIRI TTNGAAÁAi to bring in modest gains, like a cou 
|7Y*hAAIT5YRA ple of 'major international awards' 

per year for scholars, a Centre of 
AIfgTl9TRHuN Excellence', and a few Professional 

Chairs' for the language, to be cre 
ated in an unspecifed future by the 

uAAITE raRsa Üniversity Grants Commission in 
the Central universities, At a time 
when adversarial Centre-state re 
lations continue to erode Bengal's 
fabric of higher education and the 

UGC itself stares at an uncertainm future, it would be a leap of faith for 
Bengal's asmita to ride on these few 
crumbs of unguaranteed comfort. 

In writing the first history of 
the Bengali language and literature 
in the 1890s, the literary scholar, 
Dineshchandra Sen, was driven not 
by any project of ethnolinguustic 
regionalism but by his deep love of 
Vaishnava and Mangalkavya lit 
erature. Sen described the Bengali 

script as having been derived 
rom scripts prevailing during the early Guptas in the 4th century CE 
though he referred to a Buddhist text, Lalitavistara Sutra, to claim 
that the languages and scripts 
learnt by Gautama Buddha (circa 
5th century BCE) included some 
thing called 'Bangalipi'. Sen's col 
laborator in this quest, Haraprasad 
Sastri, collected manuscripts 
of Charyapadas, mystical poems from Vajrayana Buddhist traditions 
of eastern India, that were written 
between the 8th and 12th centuries 
CE in Abahatta, a sort of proto-Ben 
gali. The linguist, Muhammad 
Shahidullah, who worked as Sen's 
research assistant during 1919-21, 
pushed the antiqity of this pro 
to-Bengali of the Charyapadas even 
frther back to the 7th century CE, 
while also citing Bengali terms con 

Chinese dictionary. He sought to 
tained in an 8th-century Sanskrit 

repudiate the claim made by the 
linguist, Suniti Kumar Chatterjii. in 
his monumental, two-volume The 
Origin and Development of the 
Bengali Language (1926), that con 

crete evidence of Bengali becoming 
a distinctive language didn't exist 
before the 10th century CE. 

the original application document 
It's quite interesting to see that 

from West Bengal for Bengali's 
classical status claimed that the 
existence of Bengali words in an 
8th-century Chinese-Sanskrit dic 
tionary "illustrates with absolute 
certainty that Bangla must have 
been the language of comnmunication for several centuries before (column ist's italics).While this may well 
have beenthe case, the tenor of this 
claim involves an unverified ele-
ment of conjecture. This has often 
been the case in the instances of im 
agined placemaking that have his 
torically served the cause of region 
al identity and provincial autonomv 
movements. 

West Bengal seems to have un 
dertaken such a monumental inter. 
disciplnary exercise in establishing 
the antiqity of the Bengali 'people 
and the Bengali language and liter 
ature deploying the methods of 
archaeology, epigraphy, anthropol 
ogy. history, linguistics., and liter 

t's anybody's guess whether the 
order of awarding classical 
status is skewed in favour of 

friendly states. But the application 
process obviously involves a lot of 
competitive lobbying, as can be seen 
in the pressing parliamentary ques 
tions constantly raised by legisla 
tors about whether the government 
is considering granting 'classical' 
status to such and such languages. 
It was exactly these kinds of bar 
gaining and negotiations that drove 
the demands for linguistic states in the 20th century and are now being 
reenacted on a much lesser stage. 
Changes in the eligibility criteria 
introduced by the Central govern 

most notably, the enhance 
ment of the minimum 'antiquity 
requirement' fom 1,000 years in 
2004 to 1,500-2,000 years at present 

ment 

-have alsO pushed candidate states 
towards ever more desperate and 
conjectural origin theories about 

times deviate rom peer-reviewed 
their languages which can some 

academic research. 
The funding that a 'classical' 

status brings is, often, a pittance. To 

Malayalam both received this status 
cite two recent examples, Odia and 

in 2014, but in the decade since then, 
both have received an average an nual sum of around Rs 38 lakh (ac 
cording to figures given by the Press 
Information Bureau). Can this, as 
the ministry of culture claims. cre ate sigmificant employment oppor tunities, especially in the academic and research sectors, fund 
preservation, documentation, and 
digitization of ancient texts in these 
languages", and "generate jobs in 
areas such as archiving, transla tion, publishing, and digital media"? Will Bengal receive even that much, especially in an era when most of its dues from Central schemes and pro jects are kept on hold? This, again, is anybody's guess. One only hopes that the laboriously researched vol ume that the Classical Bangla appli cation document represents doesn't turn out to be nuch ado about a lit tle something 
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Knowledge cannot be 
defined within confines 

Themany Indias in our 
knowledge stream 

ofa unified system, 
bypassingregional 

traditions and languages 

T 

NAVNEET SHARMA AND 
SUSHANT KISHORE 

he National Education Pro-
gramme 2020 passionately en 
visions a future where we are all 

global citizens, embracing a profound 
commitmentto knowledge deeplyroot-
ed in 'Indian ethos, values, and culture. 
However, this vision deliberately disre-
gards the vibrant plurality and diver 
sity of India. The Indian Knowledge 
System (KS) is simplistically labelled 
as the Sanskrit Knowledge System, 
disregarding the rich and diverse his 
torical narratives that medieval India 
has to offer. 

In response to these terms of refer 
ence, the UGC has talken decisive action 
by issuing comprehensive guidelines 
aimed at incorporating Indian knowl 
edge into the fabric ofhigher education. 
The guidelines assert with urgency that 
"we must expeditiously implement the 
policy prescriptions," making it clear 
that all institutions are mandated to en 
gage in research on IKS. This research 
is not merely an option; it is imperative 
that IKS becomes a foundational ele 
ment wOven into the curricula of our 
schools, colleges, and institutions of 
higher learning. 

The model curriculum's first unit, 
"Introduction to IKS" sets the ball of 
agenda roling; it is in 'thrall' of the 
mythical Bharatvarsha (not simply 
Bharat), a kingdom of Bharat, one of 
the fabled ancestors of Ram. 

TEXT AND SUBTEXT 

from the Delhi University curriculum. 
The guidelines' exclusive approach to 
wards the Hindu-Sanskrit knowledge 
system hardly reflects the nation's mul-
tifaceted legacy. 

The model curriculum's narrow defi-
nition of "knowledge" heavily favours 
Brahminical texts, which risks side-lin-
ing vital folk traditions, oral histories, 
and rich non-textual wisdom. While 
the curriculum rightly highlights dis-
ciplines such as mathematics, astrono 
my metallurgy, and classical literature, 
it inadequately recognises the signif-
icance of indigenous environmental 
knowledge, craftsmanship, and social 
organisation practices. Additionally, 
an overemphasis on elite scholarly 
traditions - like the six Vedangs - and 

Furthermore, although the curric 
ulum acknowledges regional adapta 
tions of epic narratives like Ramaya 
n0 and Mahabharata, it fails to give 
eaual recognition to independently 
developedregional systems of thought. 
This lack of balance raises serious 

questions, especialy considering the controversial removal of AK Ramanu 
ia'sessay, Three Hundred Ramayanas, 

philosophical/metaphysical concepts 
(Para Vidya and Apara Vidya) leads us 
tooverlook the diverse and essential as 
pects of our knowledge systems. 

Presenting Indian knowledge as a 
unified system marks an oversimplifi-
cation of its intricate and dynamic na-
ture. The curriculum predominantly 

Promoting India's rich intellectual prioritises mainstream traditions, po 
heritage is commendable, but it rais- tentially reinforcing entrenched power 
es critical concerns that must be ad- dynamics.Although there are minimal 
dressed. The curriculum's broad defi- efforts to create an impression of in 
nitions of "Indian", knowledge", and clusivity - like the m mention of notable 
"system" risk oversimplifying India's female scholars such as Maitreyi and 
intellectual diversity. Equating "Indi- Gargi or the inclusion of "other Indi-
an'withancient Sanskrit and Vedic tra 
ditions overlookS other languages and laes gesIUres often 

The primary focus I remains 
regional contributions. For example, on male thinkers and texts, especially 
the curriculum highlights Vedic ref- those in Sanskrit, while allowing the 
erences to metals and metal working" rich intellectual legacies in anguages 
and "The Vedic Corpus,'representing like Tamil, Pali, and Persian to fade into 
only one strand of Indian thought. The the background. 
Sanskit focus, with scholars like Char 
aka, Susruta, Aryabhata, and Panini, 
marginalises other intellectual tradi 
tions. 

an 

Moreover, the curriculum's struc 
ture raises significant pedagogical 
concerns. Its emphasis on reverence 
and preservation, rather than foster-
ing critical engagement, is glaringly ap-
parent. For example, when it presents 
the idea of "the king as the protector 
of Dharma," it denies the possibility 
of critical analysis. A truly invigorat 
ing academic framework should spur 
analysis, debate, and even critique 
of historical knowledge systems. 
Unfortunately, many sections simply 
offer a list of texts or concepts without 

encouraging deeper inquiry. 
The'model'curriculum significantly 

underestimates the value of comparing 
Indian knowledge systems with those 
from around the world, which could 
unravel profound insights and stim 
ulate critical thinking. By neglecting 
to explore these systems within their 
historical contexts, we miss a vital op 
portunity for deeper engagement and 
understanding. Moreover, there is a 
noticeable lack of dialogue about how 
ancientideas can be scrutinised andrel 
evantly applied to modern knowledge 
and contemporary challenges. 

Curricula short on context 
The curricula clearly demonstrate an 
emphasis on the doctrines of punyab 
humi (holy land) and pitribhumi (Fa 
therland), yet they glaringly overlook 
significant contributions from Bud 
dhism, Lokayat, and Sikhism. Even 
Jainism is given only a cursorymention, 
highlighting the narrow scope of the 
curriculum. Furthermore, the trans 
formative Bhakti and Sufi movements, 
which playeda crucial role in redefining 
the identity of India, are regrettably ab 
sent, most likely due to their ties to the 
medieval period. 

Atthe end, the curricula offer a com 
prehensive reference list featuring ten 
books. This list incudes three books by 
Dharampal and four by the duo of J K 
Bajajand MDSrinivas, who are trustees 
of the Centre for Policy Studies, along 
with Govindacharya, Balbir Punj, and 
others. Notably, itles such as Bharat 
nama by Sunil Khilnani, Turning the 
Pot, Tilling the Land by Kancha llaiah, 
and Redeeming the Republic by Ra 
machandra Guha are conspicuously 
absent. Their omission suggests a 
deliberate choice that overlooks vital 
perspectives essential for a rational 
understanding of our society. 

While an understanding ofhistorical 
knowledge systems is undeniablyvalua 
ble, the curriculum does notsufficienty 
address how these ideas can adapt to 
andinform present-day issues. This fail 
ure risks confining this knowledge to a 
staticstate, rather than recognising it as 
avibrant andevolvingbodyofthoughr 

To truly empower students, we thus 
need a curriculum that encourages 
rigorous analysis, meaningful compar 
isons, and a strong historical context, 
enabling them to connect past ideas 
with the complexities of the modern 
world. Such an approach will not only 
deepen their understanding but also 
equip them to tackle contemporary 
challenges with creativity and insight. 
The curriculunm strives to cultivate the 
ideal 'Indian' citizen -one with a 'mind 
free from fear and head held high. Yet, 
it seems to have drifted off course, be 
coming ensnared in the p 
da of Hindutva andinden 

(Nauneet teaches at the Central 
University of Himachal Pradesh. 

Sushant teaches at the Vellore 
nstitute of Technology) 
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MISSION 
VISION 

FR. JOHN FELIX RAJ & 
PRABHAT KUMAR DATTA 

FR. JOHN FELIX 
RAJ IS THE VICE 

CHANCELLOR,. 
AND PRABHAT 
KUMAR DATIA 

IS AN ADJUNCT 

PROFESSOR 
AT XAVIER LAW 
SCHOOL, BOTH 
AT ST. XAVIER'S 

UNIVERSITY, 
KOLKATA 

To become truly 
developed by 
2047, India 
must bridge 
economic divides, 
decentralise 
governance, 
and invest in 
its people 
especially 
the unseen 
and unheard 

Beyond Economics 
maa s SIOn for 2047 cant rest on GDP alone - it must tackle inequality, empoVET l0Cal 

bodies. strengthen cooperative federalism, and pul citizens at the heart of governance 
ikshit Bharat 2047 represents 
a transformative leap forward, 
embodying Indias commitment 
to emerge as a global economic 

powerhouse, a socially equitable and envi 
ronmentally sustainable nation, under 
pinned by transparent governance. This 
ambitious project marks a critical phase in 
Indias new developmental journey, which began in the 1990s. Over the past 75 years, India's economic landscape has under 
gone a profound meta 
challenges posed by clmosis despite 

change. From being the 10h largest economy globally, 
India has catapulted to the fifth position. According to Price Water Coopers' projec 
tions, India is poised to become the world's 
third-largest economy as early as 2030, with 
its GDP potentially surpassing that of the 
USA by 2060. This remarkable growth tra 
jectory is underscored by a significant of 
the agriculture sector from 56 per cent to 20 
per cent, while the service sector has expe 
rienced exponential growth, accounting 
for over 50 per cent of the country's GDP. 
As the nation strives for rapid economic 
growth, it must navigate the complexities 
of sustainable development, balancing eco 
nomic progress with environmental stew 
ardship and social equity. 
Economic Inclusion and 
Digital Governance 

India's strides in economic inclusion, 
digital governance, and sustainable devel 
opment are noteworthy. The Pradhan Man 
tri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) has brought 
over 500 million people into the formal 
banking system, with a significant focus 
on empowering women, who hold over 
55 per cent of these accounts. Indias digi 
tal public infrastructure, including Aad 
haar and UPI, has received acclaim. UPI 
has become a preferred mode of transac 
tion, with nearly 38 per cent of individuals 
in rural and semi-urban areas opting for it. 
The government has made significant prog 
ress in harnessing renewable energy, with 
over 40 per cent of power capacity coming 
from non-fossil fuel sources, surpassing the 
Paris Agreement targets. 

However, concerns arise regarding the 
risks associated with increasing depen 
dency on the digitization of governance, 
including limited spaces for citizens to 
complain, protest, and demand aCcount 
ability, as well as cybersecurity risks to 
digital financial systems. To address these 
challenges, it's essential to implement mea 
sures that ensure inclusive governance and 
strengthen cybersecurity measures. India's 
leadership capacity in international forums 
like the G20 has showcased its commitment 
to sustainable development and economic 
growth. The New Education Policy aims to 
upskill the workforce, preparing them for 
the jobs of the 21" century. Indias progress 
toward achieving the Sustainable Devel 
opment Goals (SDGs) is notable, with a 
score increase from 57 in 2018 to 71 in 

Improving social mobility requires a multi-faceted approach 

2023-24. However, there's still much work 
to be done, particularly in areas like pov 
erty reduction, gender equality, and envi 
ronmental sustainability. 
Sustainable Development and Interna 
tional Leadership 

Scandinavian countries offer valuable 
lessons for India's sustainability agenda. 
Norway's sustainable governance model 
demonstrates how sustainable governance 
can ensure sustainable economic devel 
opment. Denmark's government poli 
cies promote renewable energy sources, 
while Sweden's circular economy model 
minimizes waste and maximizes resource 
efficiency. Estonias e-governance model 
showcases the effective use of technology to 
reduce bureaucracy, increase transparency, 
and enhance citizen engagement. 
administrative system, however, needs 
reform. The massive expansion of depart 
ments in the central government, currently 
numbering 53 ministries and departments, 
has led to fragmentation within and across 
sectors. In comparison, countries like the 
USA, China, Canada, Germany, France, 
Japan, Australia, and the Philippines have 
more streamlined administrative systems. 
Cooperative Federalism and Governance 
Reforms 

To successfully implement the Vikshit 
Bharat agenda, India should focus on 
strengthening its data systems, enhancing 
multi-level governance, aligning budget 
ing with local priorities, promoting capac 
ity building, and fostering public-private 
partnerships. India's cooperative federal 
system is crucial for ensuring active partic 
ipation from all tiers of government. The 
growing dissent among opposition-ruled 
states on issues like the New Education 
Policy highlights the need for dialogue 
and cooperation. Indias local bodies have 
indeed received a new lease on life since 
the 1992 constitutional amendments, 
which aimed to create participatory struc 
tures for citizen engagement and enhance 
transparency in governance. These local 

(OURTESY/UNICEF 

bodies, along with Civil Society-Based 
Organizations (CBSOs), played a vital role 
in tackling the COVID-19 hallenge, dem 
onstrating the effectiveness of collabora-
tive governance. The devolution of funds, 
functions, and functionaries to state goy 
ernments is a significant challenge. Many 
state governments are reluctant to devolve 
these simultaneously, hindering the effec 
tive implementation of policies. Strength 
ening local governments, such as gram 
sabhas in villages and ward committees, 
is also essential for citizen engagement. 

The Right to Information Act pro 
vides for mandatory disclosure of infor 
mation to citizens. The government should 
take the initiative in bringing civil society 
groups together to promote this cause. 
Indias experience with cooperative fed 
eralism has been mixed. To address the 
challenges facing Indias cooperative fed 
eral system at the local level, another 
round of constitutional amendments may 
be necessary. This could involve enhanc 
ing dialogue between the centre and states, 
investing in capacity-building programs 
tor regional governments, and encour 
aging civil society engagement. The 14h 
Finance Commission's decision to increase 
state governments' share in tax devolution 
by 10 percentage points is a step in the 
right direction. The existing arrangenment 
for CSSs has raised concerns, particularly 
regarding the disproportionate funding 
received by larger states, which may cre 
ate an imbalance in resource allocation. 
Empowering local governments is crucial 
for promoting cooperative federalism. This 
can be achieved by enhancing their deci-
sion-making powers and increasing their 
financial resources. By addressing these 
challenges and promoting cooperative fed-
eralism, India can foster more effective gov 
ernance and achieve its development goals. 
Additionally, centralized CSSs often hin 
der states' ability to address specific needs, 
undermining their autonomy in expen-
diture decisions. The Inter-State Coun 

cil, which has become defunct, should be 
revived to discuss these concerns. 
Addressing Inequality and Social Mobility 

Indias low ranking in inequality and 
social mobility indices is a pressing con 
cern. The World Inequality Report 2022 
highlights India's stark disparities, with 
the top 10 per cent and I per cent of the 
population holding 57 per cent and 22 
per cent of the national income, respec 
tively. The wealth distribution in India 
is also highly skewed, with upper-caste 
Hindus owning 41 per cent of the coun 
try's wealth. In comparison, Scheduled 
Tribes and Hindu Scheduled Castes own 
only 3.7 per cent and 7.6 per cent of the 
property, respectively. To tackle these dis 
parities, India needs to establish a dedi 
cated office under the Prime Minister's 
charge to monitor the implementation of 
the Vikshit Bharat progran1me, similar to 
those in Malaysia, Indonesia, or the USA. 
Additionally, a new post of Cabinet Sec 
retary rank should he c created to ensure 
high-level bureaucratic coordination. The 
bureaucracy's reluctance to accept external 
experts in governance is a significant chal 
lenge. Lateral entry has been accepted as a 
policy, but progress has been slow. Improv 
ing social mobility requires a multi -faceted 
approach, including increased investment 
in education, promotion of geographical 
mobility, focus on youth development, and 
implementation of social protection mea 
sures. By addressing these concerns and 
implementing targeted initiatives, India 
can work towards reducing inequality and 
improving social mobility. India's working 
age population is expected to surge, with 
estimates suggesting it will reach 68.9 per 
cent of the total population by 2030. To 
capitalize on this trend, India nmust invest 
in human capital, particularly for women, 

enhance employability and increase 
female labour force participation rates. 
Addressing deep-seated patriarchy and 
misogyny is crucial to empowering women 
and promoting inclusive growth. Policy 
initiatives, such as quota systems in local 
bodies, Parliament, and state legislatures, 
can help drive this change. 
Ha Demographic Dividend harmess this demographic dividend, India should equip its working-age popula tion to interact with citizens, gather feed 

back, and implement programs effectively, 
drawing inspiration from successful mod 
els in Brazil and Mexico. The country needs 
to focus on education, skill development, 
and healthcare to boost employability and 
productivity. Indias development goals, 
as outlined in the Viksit Bharat vision, 
require a proactive and inclusive approach. 
The country needs to develop a political 
consensus on these issues, which can be 
achieved through multilevel discusions. 
By working together, India can create a 
brighter future for all its citizens. 

Views expressed are personal 
MP-S 
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Cultivating new 
changemakers 
W 

SUKRITI KOTHARI KHAITAN 

ith digital transformation and Industry 
4.0 making inroads across global 
economies, redefiningeducation deliv 
eryand learning experiences is crucial 
for g this shift. While there r Supporting t 
have been active conversations about 
emphasising experiential learning 
and integrating technology into the 
curriculum, another key area foredu 

cational institutions is to focus on 
fostering leadership skills, a much 
sought-after trait for present-day 
employers. 
Additionally, students, who hone these 
new-age skills, often have a compeitive 
advantage over their peers in the job 
market. Hence, there is a need to 
adopt strategic approaches among 
educational institutions to ensure the 

of students for future development 
leadership roles. These include: 

Emphasising extracuricular 
activities 

Activelyparticipating in extracurricular 
activities, such as joining different 

clubs, sports teams, and volunteer 
organisations, enables students to 
cuitivate leadership capabilities from 
an earlyage. These engagements play 
a critical role in promoting skills such 

as teamwork, project management, 
and dispute resolution. It also allows 
students to lead by example and 
inspire their peers towards shared 
goals and objectives. 

Incorporating leadership 
into the curriculum 
Incorporating leadership concepts 
and approaches into the standard 
curriculum also ensures that students 
acquire fundamental leadership skills. 
Thus, educational institutions need 
to integrate dedicated courses on 
leadership theory, ethics, andpractices 
into existing subjects, which will not 
onBy enrich the academicexperience 

of students but also prepare them for 
multifarious roles of the future. 

Conducting training 
programns 
Oferingtrainingprograms that include 
role-playingactivities enables students 
to learn and refine their leadership 
capabilities. These programs offer a 
Conducive environment for students 

to experiment with diverseleadership 

styles and approaches, obtain feedback, 
and enhance their skills. 

Promoting con1munity 

engagement 
Involving students in community 
service projects is highly effective in 
instillinga sense ofcivic responsibility 

dleadership. When students engage 
ininitiatives that address local challenges, 
they not only bringapositive change 
in society but also develop a sense of 
empathy, and an ability to inspire 
and mobilise others. 
Furthermore, engagement in com 

munity service nurtures a more pro 
found understandingof societal issues 
and produces leaders who are com 
mitted to making a change in their 
communities and beyond. 

Public speaking opportunities 
Providing students with 
opportunities to 
speaking through debates, discussions, 
presentations, or other speaking 
engagements elevates their self-con 

fidence and communication skills. 
Communicatingideas effectively and 
constructively is essential foreffective 
leadership, and these experiences 
empower students to express their 
opinions and become advocates for 
the right causes. This leads to a more 
engagedand informed student body, 
capable of making meaningful con 
tributions to society. 

Practioniicant 

public 

Providing continuous 
feedhack 
Productive feedback from educators 
and peers allows students to determine 
their key strengths and areas of 

improvement.This reflective process 
strengthens their learmingand allows 
them to continually evolve as leaders. 
Italso provides them with the insights 
required to effectively navigate lead 

Creatiuty 

ership challenges in the future. Lead 

ership is not merely about holding 

a title, it is a mindset cultivated 

through active participation, initiative, 
and self-improvement. Schools and 

-(SHARE) 

educators must Continue to provide 

platforns for young leaders to grow, 

ensuring that they are equipped 

make a lasting impact on society 

through their leadership skills. 

Idesa 
Aa 
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CampUs & Them 
Does the Indian university ecosvstem share 

the Trumpian approach to foreigners? 
ne area in which US has a sayuge trade surplus is international 
students. India alone sent over 3.3L students in 2023-24. How 
many make the opposite journey? Only 2893, according to 

the most recent All lndia Survey on Higher Education, of 2021-22. 
But per this data, only two other countries sent a higher number of 
students- Nepal and Afghanistan. Other top source countries were 
Bangladesh. Bhutan. Nigeria, UAE, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Sudan. 
The list underlines how India. with all its higher ed limitations, is 
still an attractive destination for students from its neighbouring 

countries and from Africa. Potentially. 
Not only has this potential remained unfulfilled, our performance 

may be worsening. As TOI reported yesterday, foreign students' 
enrolment at JNU has sharply declined over the last five years, 
particularly from Saarc countries. Plus, it now has students only 
from 8 countries, against 14 earlier. Why aren't Indian universities 

living up to their potential? Put aside geopoliticalevents like 
the fall of Hasina orrise of Taliban. Then, the factor that's 

really kept our universities back is a Trumpian 
approach to foreigners. 

Nepal sends max students to India. Yet, when 
Bhubaneswar university's scandalous treat 

ment of Nepalese students made international 
headlines in Feb, what was exposed was not an 
accidental but institutional racism. This ten 
dency to demonise and/or see as inferior the 
people who are 'not like us' is spread deep and 

wide across our campuses. As Trump 2.0 
makes international students unwelcome in 

US, it hollows the partnership that's yielded 
countless scientific breakthroughs, plus put US at the top of the inno 
vation pyramid. Watching that wreckage from India should leave no 
doubt that weneed to walk the more time-tested and constructive path. 

Trumpian policies are also assaulting university autonomy. 
Refusing to take this lying down, Princeton president Christopher 

L Eisgruber is publicly campaigning that it is academic freedom 
and how it's attracted the world's finest scholars that's built the core 

strength of America. Is there academic freedomn in India? The ease 

with which seminars, movie screenings, faculty appointments et al 
get 'cancelled' suggests otherwise. Political appointments of vice 
chancellors are a dead giveaway that university autonomy is on a 
shortrein in our country Remember, seeking to replace one intellec 
tual orthodoxy with another is no service to knowledge. Yes, Indian 
higher ed has great potential. But no matter how it sings, a caged 
bird can't ever soar high. 
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Why India urgently needs 
to build its own 

rtificial Intelligence (AD is reshaping 
economies and societies at an unprec 
edented pace. India faces an urgent 
question: Will we take control of our 

Al future, or will foreign-built models shape 
our economy, languages, and perception of his 
tory? The Ua and China are investing billions of 
dollars in Al, entrenching their dominance. 
Delay risks India becoming permanently 
dependent on foreign Al models. 

India must immediately train its own AI 
models, leveraging offshore computing envi 
ronments such as Singapore while rapidly 
expanding domestic Al infrastructure. We can't 
wait for Al supercomputers to get built in India; 
we must act now with available resources and 
scale as we build our own AI capabilities. This 
is not just a technological ambition; it is an eco 
nomic necessity, a cultural impera 
tive, and a national security priority. 

India's intellectual heritage spans 
Sanskrit mathematical treatises, 
Tamil Sangam literature, and Bud 
dhist scriptures, among others. Yet, 
much of this remains inaccessible to 
AI models predominantly trained 
on Western and Chinese datasets. If 
AI is trained only on English and 
Chinese sources, India's vast histori 
cal and literary wealth risks digital erasure. 

Many of India's languages share common 

grammar structures, syntactic rules, and pho 

netic patterns, allowing Al models trained in 
one to scale efficiently across others. This lin 
guistic and cultural interconnectedness ena 

bles even less widely spoken languages to be 
trained at the same fidelity as dominant ones. 

These synergies allow India to build scalable AI 
models faster than many multilingual nations 
- but only if we act now. 

Ifndia does not invest in its oWn AI, foreign 
built systems will determine what knowledge 

is preserved. Western AI models misinterpret 
Indian historical and legal concepts through a 
colonial or modern Western lens. Chinese AI 

models falsely claim Arunachal Pradesh as Chi 
nese territory. Without Al grounded in Indian 

history and values, we risk digital colonisation. 
The next five years will determine AI super 

powers. Those who move swiftly will shape the 
Al-driven economy. India stands at a cross 
roads-seize control of AI now or become an 
afterthought in the global Al order. Al could 
add $500 billion to India's economy by 2030, 
but only if it serves all Indians. Nowhere is this 
more urgent than in agriculture, employing 
over 150 million people. Al can transform farm 
ing by making weather forecasts, pest control 
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Al systenms 
alerts, and government subsidies accessible in 
Bhojpuri, Kannada, and Punjabi. A similar 
challenge exists in India's 60 million small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs). Al tools can revo 
lutionise local businesses but must function in 
the languages entrepreneurs speak. 

This urgency extends to education and gov 
ernance. If AI remains trapped in a handful of 
languages, it will fail to uplift underserved com 
munities, locking them out of the Al-driven 
economy. Students in rural India should have 
AI tutors in their mother tongue. Citizens 
should interact with government Al systems in 
their language, not bureaucratic jargon. 

Some suggest India should focus on small AI 
models for lesser-resourced languages, citing 
cost and practicality. This approach is short 
sighted. While small models are cheaper and 

easier to fine-tune, over-reliance on 
them risks a two-tier Al system 
well-resourced languages receiving 
advanced AI while others get sub 
par tools. The belief that large mod 
els are unfeasible for Indian langua 
ges is a self-fulfilling fallacy. India 
must reject the narrative that our 
languages lack data for cutting-edge 
AL. Instead of accepting scarcity as a 
limitation, we must actively address 

it-expanding and curating datasets for robust 
Al in every Indian language. 

Building an Al ecosystem does not require 
immediate billion-dollar investments. The first 
phase-training foundational models using 
offshore compute infrastructure can be 
achieved with an investment of tens of millions 

of dollars. This provides immediate traction, 
allowing India to deploy Al models while build 
ing domestic supercomputing capacity in par 
allel. As these models generate economic value, 
the second phase can be self-funded through 
returns and government-backed Al adoption. 
A simple projection: An initial $50 million 
investment enabling Al-driven efficiencies 
across agriculture, business, and education 
could drive $500 million in GDP-impact within 
two years. Reinvesting even a fraction of this 

will sustain the next phase, creating a com 
pounding cycle of Al-driven economic growth. 

nai. Cochin, Goa, Hyderabad, Khajuraho, Mumbai, Trivandrum, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada and beyond by Rail or Road -Rs. 10/-: 

Acting now secures India's place in the 
AI-driven future. If ndia does not immediately 
begin training its own Al models, it will forever 
be an AI consumer, not an AI creator. The 
world is looking for India to lead the way in 
responsible and sustainable AI. 

Arun Subramaniyan is founder & CEO of 
Articul8 AI. The views expressed are personal 
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Wednesday, April 16, 2025 DELHI 

he governance and 
regulation of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) have 
garnered significant 

global attention over the past year. While the discourse has recently shifted from a focus on social 
safety, inclusivity, and human 
rights towards prioritising 
innovation and economic 
prosperity, only a few countries or 
regions have so far introduced 
laws to regulate AI. These include 

China, the European Union, 
Canada, Korea, Peru, and the U.S. 
(though U.S. President Donald 
Trump has now revoked former 
President Joe Biden's ExecutÉve 
Order related to the utilisation of 
AD). Several countries, such as the 
U.K., Japan, Brazil, Costa Rica, 
Colombia, and Pakistan have draft 
Bills awaiting approval from their 
respective legislative assemblies. 

The approach to regulating Al in India 

A more common approach 
globally has been the publication 
of a policy or strategy document 
that outlines the country's 
intentions, plans, budgets, and a 
road map for leveraging Al to 
foster socio-economic 
development, while ensuring that 
the resultant growth is inclusive, 
ethical, and sustainable. About 85 
countries and the African Union 
have published some official 
(National) AI Strategy documents. 

India's approach 
India, however, appears to have 
taken a different approach. It has 
neither an officially approved 
National AI Strategy document nor 
a law specifically regulating Al. 
Instead, it has focused its 
resources on a government 
mission designed to Support the 
development and adoption of Al. 
The NITI Aayog document titled 
'National Strategy for Artificial 
Intelligence' from 2018, while 
comprehensive and strong in its 
suggestions, remains a 
recommendation without formal 
endorsement from the 
Government of India or an 
implementation plan or budget. 
The IndiaAl mission, through its 
seven pillars, aims to foster an 
innovative, skilled, safe, and 

Tulika Avni Sinha 
Senior Research 
Fellow (Data 
Governance, Privacy 
and Al) 
World Privacy Forum 

There are 
various 

approaches to 
Al govermance 

and regulation, 
and valuable 
lessons can be 
drawn from 
how different 
countries 
worldwide have 
handled data 
regulation and 
policies 

trustworthy Al ecosystem. Several 
initiatives, such as a foundational 
Al model, are in the pipeline. An 
advisory group of experts is 
currently working to develop 
recommendations for governance 
frameworks that could be suitable 
for India. But there is limited 
clarity regarding whether these 
recommendations will be adopted 
into official governance policies or 
integrated as internal 
mechanisms. 

While there are several benefits 
to this approach - primarily the 
flexibility to adapt plans in 
response to the evolving nature of 
technologies, their adoption, 
geopolitics, economics, trade, and 
citizen sentiment - it also leaves a 
significant gap. Specifically, it does 
not provide a comprehensive view 
of India's vision, priorities, 
capacity, achievements, planned 
milestones, initiatives, or 
accountability mechanisms. The 
initiatives remain reactive and may 
or may not follow a planned 
trajectory towards the envisioned 
goals. They also risk dependence 
on individual leadership. 

THE HINDU 

Al development remains 
predominantly concentrated in 
the U.S., the EU, the U.K., and 
China, but India is experiencing a 
rapid and substantial rise in AI 
adoption. As Al usage expands, it 
is essential to ensure that its 
implementation does not lead to 
discrimination, exclusionary 
practices, unfair outcomes, 
cybersecurity threats, privacy 
breaches, or unequal 
opportunities. At present, the 
guardrails surrounding AI 
implementation are largely 
voluntary and lack clarity. There is 
little to no public awareness of 
algorithmic use, efficacy or 

evaluation metrics even in sectors 
that directly impact citizens' 
everyday lives, such as banking, 
insurance, education, healthcare, 
and public administration. 
Subsequently, there is itle civic 
discourse on important issues 
such as algorithmic alignment 
with societal values, model 
evaluation outcomes, data and 
Content provenance, labour 

Opinion 

market disruptions, or the 
potential cybersecurity and 
privacy risks driven by Al. This 
lack of discussion is especially 
concerning in light of the fact that 
India has already experienced 
several instances of violence and 
social harm, largely fuelled by 
Al-generated content on social 
media platforms in recent years. 

Lessons to be drawn 
There are various approaches to 
Al governance and regulation, and 

valuable lessons can be drawn 
from how different countries 
worldwide have handed data 
regulation and policies. With the 
Digital Personal Data Protection 
(DPDP) Act, 2023, the Government 
of India has adopted an approach 
similar to the EU's General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and 
China's Personal Information 
Protection Law - cross-sectoral, 
centralised, and comprehensive. 
In contrast, the U.S. has taken a 
more decentralised and 
sector-specific approach to data 
protection and privacy. China has 
implemented focused laws for 
different types of Al (for instance, 
generative A) ora use case (for 
example, deep synthesis). India 
could adopt any of these 
approaches or developa hybrid 
model, building on the framework 
established by the centralised 
DPDP Act, 2023.. 

An Al policy could be a viable 
short-term goal for India. Such a 
policy would also allow the 
government to pilot enforcement 
tools before introducing formal 
legislation. Insights from the 85 AI 
policies worldwide suggest key 
areas that should be addressed in 
the official document. These 
include India's vision for Al, 
strategies for building capacity 
and infrastructure to support AI 
development and adoption, the 
government authority responsible 
for policy implementation, ethical 
guidelines for responsible AI use, 
and priority sectors where AI can 
drive socio-economic growth. 
Public discussion on Al use need 
to be urgently initiated by the 
government too. 
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WIRED 
WASTE 

BITAN MISRA & 
NILANJAN DEY 

BITAN MISRA IS 
AN ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR, 

NILANJAN DEY IS 
AN ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSOR, 

BOTH AT DEPT 
OF COMPUTER 

SCIENCE & 
ENGINEERING, 

TECHNO 
INTERNATIONAL 

NEW TOWN, 
KOLKATA 

The construction 
of GPT-3, which 
has 175 billion 

parameters, 
required 1,287 
megawatt hours 
of electricity and 
produced 552 
tons of CO2 

Generative Al's Dirty Secret 
As AÏ transforms industries and culture, its growing carbon and water footprint raises urgent 

questions about sustainability, resource use, and the climate cost of digital convenience 
he swift expansion of artifi 
cial intelligence (AI), namely, 
generative Al and large-lan 
guage models (LLMs), has 

caught many people off guard, but the 
effects on the environment continue 
to be a major concern. This surge has 
raised concerns about the strain on 
electrical systems due to the increas 
ing electricity consumption of data 
centers. Large language models require 
tens of thousands of sophisticated 
high-performance computers to han 
dle and analyse enormous volumes of 
data. Once trained, these models can 
make predictions about fresh data and 
answer questions. Specialized electri 
cal circuits called graphics processing 
units (GPUs) are widely used because 
they can perform many calculations or 
processes simultaneously, but they use 
more energy than many other types 
of processors do. One problem is that 
the carbon footprint of artificial intel 
ligence has not received enough atten 
tion. While there are growing initiatives 
to incorporate renewable energy sup 
plies, the majority of data centers cur 
rently function around the clock and 
are powered by conventional energy 
sources. Data centers are responsible 
for 2.5--3.7% of worldwide greenhouse 
gas emissions due to their energy con 
sumption, which is greater than that of 
the aviation sector. Nearly one hundred 
million people were using ChatGPT a 
few weeks after it launched. Many indi 
viduals are keen to use AI for every 
purpose instead of using the current 
web searches that depend on simpler 
Al models; however, according to one 
tech professional, a single ChatGPT 
query could consume 100 times as 
much energy as a single Google search. 
Researchers discovered in 2019 that the 
energy required to create a generative 
AI model with 110 million parameters, 
named BERT, was equivalent to one 
person's round-trip transcontinental 

The carbon footprint of AI highlights the urgent need for knowledge of clean 
electricity, grid management, decarbonisation, and carbon removal 

flight journey. The size of any AI model 
is indicated by its number of parame 
ters; larger models are typically more 
sophisticated. According to research, 
the construction of the much larger 
GPT-3, which has 175 billion param 
eters, required 1,287 megawatt-hours 
of electricity and produced 552 tons 
of carbon dioxide equivalent, or the 
same amount of carbon dioxide cre 

ated by 123 passenger cars running on 
gasoline for a year. 

In the last few days, adorable, 
whimsical Al-generated images that 
imitate the classic Studio Ghibli style 
have taken over social media. Mil 
lions of people are now able to create 
images in ChatGPT owing to Ope 
nA>'s features. AI fans soon found that 
GPT could imitate popular art styles, 
such as the beloved artwork created 
by the animation powerhouse Studio 
Ghibli, because it could render graph 
ics in a variety of art styles. When Al 
is used for creative jobs, such as cre 

ating Ghibli-style images, there are 
important and frequently disregarded 
environmental effects. Discussions 
concerning the sustainability of these 
technologies and their long-term envi 
ronmental implications have arisen as 
a result of the rapid surge in popular 
ity of these Al-generated photos. As 
reported by OpenAI CEÓ Sam Alt 

man, the anime-mimicking image gen 
erator burned the company's GPU, 
and it was so popular that OpenAI 
postponed a rollout for free ChatGPT 
customers. This speaks volumes about 
the appeal of Al, but it may reveal even 
more about how sustainable that pop 
ularity is. 

AI has implications that go beyond 
carbon emissions. Water usage and the 
production of electronic trash from 
data centers, which are frequently pow 
ered by fossil fuels, are two examples of 
how Al affects the environment. The 
cooling of all those data centers is also 
necessary. Many data centers that use 

Al cloud models choose liquid cool 
ing because of the high power require 
ments of AI. Additionally, GPUs may 
still melt even in that case. To keep 
its data center cool, OpenAI requires 
more than two litres of water for every 
fifty queries as of October 2024. In 
addition to the use of a large amount 
of water, the water cycled through by 
liquid cooling evaporates because such 
data centers are very hot. To reduce 
the environmental impact on freshwa 
ter supplies, data centers are increas 
ingly adopting saltwater. Conversely. 
the adoption rate is still not 100 per 
cent. By 2030, Google wants to achieve 
net-zero emissions. The goal of reach 
ing net zero is to promote innovation, 
develop new solutions, and try out var 
ious strategies rather than to slow down 
or compel companies to comply. 

The carbon footprint of Al high 
lights the urgent need for knowledge 
of clean electricity, grid manage 
ment, decarbonization, and carbon 
removal-knowledge that will become 
increasingly important as more busi 
nesses recognize the dificulty and 
expense of the path ahead. It is impor 
tant to consider the environmen 
tal impacts of artificial intelligence, 
as society accepts its advantages. The 
United Nations Sustainable Develop 
ment Goals (SDGs) are significantly 
hampered by the carbon footprint of 
artificial intelligence (AI) technol 
ogy, especially in regard to SDGs 12 
(Responsible Consumption and Pro 
duction) and 13 (Climate Action). To 
ensure that the development ofAI does 
not comne at the expense of the world, 
innovation and sustainability must be 
balanced. The discourse surround 
ing the carbon footprint of artificial 
intelligence is still in its nascent stages; 
however, it compels us to reassess our, 
utilization of AI in both professional 
and recreational contexts. 

Views expressed are personal 
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T 
he National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 is a landmark ir initiative to reshape 
India's educational landscape. particular ly by integrating vocational training into 

mainstrcam education. This integration is vital for 
enhancing skill development and employability. 
and it complements initiatives such as 'Samagra 
Shiksha' and the Skill India Mission. 

Bridging education and employability 
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 promises a sWeening trancform ation of India's education system. Its sucCess mme not just on vision, but on action, investment. and a unified national commitment to reimagining education for the Z1st celtuy 

The establishment of PM SHRI Schools embod 
ies the vision of the National Education Policy 
(NEP). promoting a holistic educational experi 
ence nationwide. However, significant challenges 
stand in the way of realising this ambitious vision. 

The Challenges in lmplementation 
The primary objective of NEP 2020 - to ensure 
that by 2025, at least 50 per cent of learners receive 
vocational exposure- faces multiple hurdles. As 
of 2023, states such as Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and 
Uttar Pradesh have lagged significantly in imple 
mentation due to financial constraints, inadequate 
infrastructure, and a shortage of qualified teach 
ers. A staggering 75 per cent of technical insti 
tutions currently report a lack of alignment 
between the skills being taught and those sought 
by industry, highlighting a disconnect that must 
be addressed. 

At the core of these challenges is the lack of a 
well-designed curriculum that is robust enough 
to meet the demands of the job market. 

demic rigour. 

Despite a government push, only about 5 per 
cent of students in vocational education receive 
practical training in fields relevant to today's job 
market. Many traditional academic institutions 
remain resistant to integr. 
tion into their 

curriesl8 

VOcational edue 

The Path Forward 

fearing it may dilute aca 

This results in inadequate exposure for students, 
many of whom graduate without the skills need 
ed to thrive in a competitive labour market. 

Furthermore, there is a notable deficiency in 
educators traned in emerging technologies, such 
as Artiticial Intelligence (AI), the Internet of 
Things (loT), and automation. Reports indicate 
that over 80 per cent of institutions lack faculty 
proticiency in these essential areas, compromis 
ing the quality of vocational training offered. 

The path forward requires actionable strategies 
to ensure that vOcational education becomes a core 
component of the school curriculum. Making 
vocational education mandatorv from Class 9 to Class 12, with students continuing in their cho sen fields, is essential. 

or tnstance, a student selecting Electrician' as a vocational subject should continue to engage with this subject through Class 10 and bevond ensuring a deep. practical understanding. To encourage participation, the government could implement a fnancial incentive model. Providing a monthly stipend of500 for students from economically weaker sections, along 

with a vocational training 
kit, could promote enroll 

An increased 
of 1,000 per 

for students who 
continue in vocational 
training through their 
higher classes would 
further incentivise sus 
tained commitment. 
Graduating students 
should receive certifica 
tion after four ye ars, 
bolstering their employa 

bility both domestically and internationally. 

DINESH 
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Bridging the Skill Gap 
India, with over 260 million students in 1.5 mil 
lion schools and more than 40 million in higher 
education, holds one of the largest student pop 
ulations globally. 

Yet, the Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) stands 

INDIA, WITH OVER 260 MILLION 
STUDENTS IN 1.5 MILLION 

SCHOOLS AND MORE THAN 40 
MILLION IN HIGHER EDUCATION, 

HOLDS 0NE OF THE LARGEST 
STUDENT POPULATIONS 

GLOBALLY 

ment. 

Sector 

at approximately 32 per cent, compelling many to 
seek employment in the unorganised sec 
domain fraught with exploitation and underpay 

- a 

Scape. 

Board of Secondary Education's (CBSE) initiative 

to introduce AI and loT into the curriculum for 
Classes VI to X is a step in the right direction. 

With over 20,000 teachers trained in these areas, 

reaching approximately 350,000 students, substan 

lial progress is evident. 
However, a 2022 survey indicated that 31 per 

cent of teachers are still not proficient with dig 
ital tools, while a 2023 report found that 49 per 
cent feel unprepared to address the impact of AI 
on education. To tackle these challenges effective 

ly, the public and private sectors must invest in 

comprehensive teacher training that equips edu 
for a cators Collaborating marketplace 

with ed-tech companies to 
bring AI-powered learning tools into classrooms 
can further support this transition, ensuring that 
students receive training that is both modern and 

relevant. 

�FIRST 

Addressing Regional DisparitiesAlthough the 
Union Education Minister has asserted that 
states are beginning to imnplement NEP 2020, the 
pace of implementation varies greatly. 

Column 

Vocational education has the potential to 
effectively address this gap. By focusing on 
industry-relevant skills, these programs not only 
enhance employment opportunities but also fos 
ter the development of future entrepreneurs. 

Reports indicate that Haryana has set an 
ambitious target to fully implement the National 
Education Policy (NEP) by 2025, aiming to 
increase the gross enroliment ratio of girls in high 
er education from 32 per cent to over 50 per cent 
by 2030. 

However, discrepancies across states - due to 
funding shortages, trained faculty shortages, 
and bureaucratic inertia not only create 
inconsistencies s but also o significantly undermine 
the policy's potential. 

Countries like Germany and Switzerland exem 
plify successful dual vocational education systems, 
blending classroom learning with hands-on 
industry experience. 

To ensure a level playing field, a centralised 
monitoring mechanism is essential to track 
progress and enforce uniform implementation 
across states. 

Conclusion NEP 2020 presents a transforma 
tive opportunity for integrating vocational edu 
cation into mainstream schooling, but its success 
hinges on strategic implementation, sufficient 
funding, infrastructure development, and robust 
teacher training 

India could adopt similar frameworks, ensur 
ing students gain practical exposure, which is 
increasingly necessary in an evolving job land 

Adapting to Emerging Technologies 
As technological innovation accelerates, vocation 
al programs must incorporate modern skills relat 
ing to AI, loT, and cloud computing. The Central 

As India aspires to become a S10 trillion econ 
omy, investing in a comprehensive vocational edu 
cation system is not just an educational impera 
tive - it's a vital economic strategy 

By addressing the barriers to implementation, 
India can empower its youth with essential 
skills, fostering innovation and adaptability that 
contribute to national growth. 

p 

(he writer is a Training Partner with the Nationat Sk 

Development Corporation (NSDC), and a Nebwork Member af 

India Intemational Skill Centres, an initlathve of the Govemaent 

of India. Views are persona) 
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A well-implemented vocational skills education 
tramework represents a win-win for both students 
and the government, laying the groundwork for 
a skilled and self-reliant workforce that is pivotal 
to India's economic future. 
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Academia vs'Trump 
is a warofideologies 

The administration is 
seeking to weaponise 
grants and funds to force 
universities to align with 
its thinking 

he former US secretary of 
State and national secu 
rity adviser, Henry Kiss 
inger, is said to have 
remarked that "the rea 
son that university poli 

tics is so vicious is because stakes are 
so small". As the gloves come off in a 
monumental face-off between the 
administration of US President 
Donald Trump and American univer 
sities over sensitive political issues 
such as anti-Semitism, racism, diver 
sity, equity and inclusion (DEI), and 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer (LGBTQ rights and iden 
tity, the stakes are actually high and 
the ramifications go beyond aca 
demic squabbles within the ivory 
tower. This tussle is a marker of an 
ideological war in a polarised era and 
a litmus test of balance in kmowledge 
production. 

That Trump would go after univer 
sities through massive funding cuts 
was obvious since his re-election cam 

paign, when he slammed them as 
"Marxist maniacs and lunatics" 
spreading anti-Israel and anti-con 
servative views on college campuses. 
As most of the academe in the US 
tends to fall into the Left-liberal 
mould due to inherent inclinations of 

intellectuals toward progressive val 
ues and critical thinking, universities 
have frequently been attacked by 
Trump's far-Right populists for per-, 
petuating "liberal intolerance", "anti 
nationalistic bias" and "woke culture". 

Facts do bear out allegations from 
the Trump camp that US academia is a 
hotbed of liberalism. A survey con 
ducted in the elite Harvard University 
in 2024 revealed that over 80% of fac 
ulty members proclaimed to be "lib 
eral" or very liberal", while barely 1% 
of them said they were "conservative". 
There may not be crude pressure on 
students to conform to professorial lib 
eral biases, but it is noteworthy that the 
Foundation of Individual 
Rights and Expression (FIRE) 
found that 40% of conserva 
tive students on US campuses 
said they had to self-censor 
themselves to avoid being 
conered on hot button politi 
cal topics, while only 16% of 
liberal students did so. 

Anger in Right-wing cir 
cles over this skewed picture 
0s captured by data from the Pew 

Research Center that 79% of Ameri 

can conservatives believe higher edu 

cation in the US is headed in' the 

wrong direction because of "profes 

sors bringing their political and social 

views" to the classroom and brain 

washing young people to adopt wrong 

yalues. 

wants to fundamentally reorder the 
academe using the stick of govern 
ment funding cuts. With an estimated 
annual research budget worth $60 
billion pouring into universities from 
the federal government, Trump aims 
to tame the recipients by striking at 
their bottom lines. 

Sreeram 
Chaulia 

The Trump administration's gripe 

that US universities like Harvard lack 

"viewpoint diversity" and are under 

"ideológical capture" are debatable. 

But it is obvious why the Right-wing 

Since one Ivy League biggie, 
Columbia Untversity, has conceded to 
some of the Trump administration's 
demands after facing a $400 million 
funding cut, the conservative war to 
reshape or rebalance American aca 
demia is likely to take heart and inten 
sify further. Harvard, the richest uni 
versity on earth with its own inde 

pendent endowment of 
more than $50 billion, might 
resist in spite of the sudden 
loss of $2.2 billion in federal 
grants, but not every US uni 
versity can afford to lose 
government funds that sup 
port a wide range of pr0 
grammes and initiatives. 

During a recent visit to the 
US, I found a palpable nerv 

ousness floating in the air in most 
campuses as to how Trump might 
punish them and what compromises 
they have to make to tide over the next 
four years. Despite quiet self-confi 
dence in their innate abilities to some 
how survive the Trump storm, univer 
sity leaders are getting into huddles to 
pragmatically "workit out. 

While liberals have lambasted 

Trump's ideologically intrusive and 
aggressive policies toward higher 
education as unprecedented assaults 
on academic freedom, it is worth 

Harvard, the world's richest university, might be able to resist, but not 
every US university can afford to lose government funds. 

recalling earlier eras when colleges 
came under intense scrutiny and 
encroachment from Right-wing quar 
-ters. During the height of the Cold 
War in the 1950s, the McCarthyist 
witch-hunt led to at least 100 profes 
sors being fired and blacklisted for 
communist leanings. University man 
agements at that time investigated 
what was being taught in classrooms, 
and scholars were forced to redo their 
course cuuricula to avoid being drawn 
into the anti-communist dragnet. 

The period of the George W Bush 
administration's "w¡r on terror" (2001 
to 2008) also witnessed heightened 
scrutiny by intelligence agencies of 
university professors for dissenting 
views against the US invasions of 
Afghanistan and Iraq and for partici 
pating in social movements that chal 
lenged the foreign policies of the gov 
ermment. Bush's Patriot Act had a par 
ticularly chilling effect on Left 
liberals, who feared that what they 
borrowed from libraries and what 
they said in classrooms could end up 
costing their jobs and their civil liber 
ties. 

Looking back at those moments of 
crisis and friction between political 
powers that be and the universities, it 

REUTERS 

is clear that the latter were mauled 
and had to adjust to an extent, but 
they ultimately waded out of trouble. 
Even though Trump and his zealous 
enforcers are seeking a revolutionary 
overhaul of American academia, the 
checks and balances in the American 
polity ensure that there is no chance 
of a fascist-like outcome where the 
State bluntly crushes and remakes 
universities as per its preference. As 
with maný other institutions that are 
currently in the line of fire in the US, 
American universities have ultimate 
recourse to courts and to private phi 
lanthropy, which is unlikely to dry up 
because the government is turning off 
the funding tap. 

This round of ideological jostling is 
not necessarily a unique or game 
changing one, especially if Trump is 
succeeded by a Democrat in 2029. 
Still, the universities have been 
bruised and Trump could take credit 
for at least denting, if not reversing 
the one-sided liberal trajectory that 
has been the hallmark of US academia 
for decades. 

Sreeram Chaulia is dean, Jindal School 
of International Afairs. The views 

expressed are personal 
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Deep tech eeds deep ivestments 
It's a pity that India spends less than 1 per cent of its GDP on research & development 

DINESHC SHARMA 
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR 

HE debate triggered 
by Commerce and 
Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal's 
rémarks about the 

focus of Indian startups has 
revolved around innovation and 
job creation. He wants startups 
to work in deep tech areas like 
artificial inteligence (AI), robot 
ics, electric mobility and global 
logistics. This is a reasonable 
expectation, given the govern 
ment's thrust on the promotion 
of startups and the opportuni 
ties that the vast consumer 
market of India presents. How 
ever, it would be difficult for 
startups to meet the expecta 
tion unless we address the 

underlying reasons for the situ 
ation described by the minister. 

Most Indian startups are good 
at the application and adapta 
tion of new technologies. Very 
few are engaged in novel tech 
nology development or com 
mercialisation or scaling up of 
technologies and processes 
developed by Indian entities. 

Technology development 
needs an ecosystem of funda 
mental research, link-ups with 
universities and a supply of req 
usite manpower. India did well 
in technology services because it 
had an ample supply of engi 
neering manpower and this line 
of busineSs did not necd funda 
mental esearch. The country 
has performed rcasonably well 
in ife sciences wilh a good 
research system, partnership 
with academia and trained man 
Dower. Indians working in out 
sOurced R&D centres of foreign 
companies are developing new 
products and intellectual proper 
ty for their parent cornpaníes. 
They can do so because they are 

backed by investment and are 
provided necessary tools. 

Deep tech areas are driven by 
cutting-edge discoveries and 
high-level innovation, which in 
turn, can come only through 
deep and sustained investments 
in basic research and upgrading 

of universities. It is unrealisticto 
expect startups to come up with 
breakthrough innovations while 
the country spends less than 1 
per cent of its GDP on research 
and development. 

Quantum computing, for 
instance, has been one of the 
deep tech areas in the spotlight 
in India for the past couple of 
years. The government 

GROUND REALITY: Most Indian startups are good at the application and adaptation of new technologjes, ANI 

announced the National Quan-
tum Mission (of which quantum 
computing is a focus area) with a 
funding of Rs 6,000 crore (about 
$735 million) up to 2031. It may 
Sound like a big amount, but it 
pales in comparison with others 

China has commilted $15 bil 
lion of public investment for its 
quantum lechnology iniliatives. 

Publiction of esearh popern 
is another mportant attribute ot 

fundamental research in any 
field. Thc National Natural Sci 
ence Foundation of China is sig 
nificantly ahead of its US coun 

STARTUP 
maneKumbi 

GeM 

|Xsldbl | 

Comes 

BHARAT INNOVATES 

Deep tech areas are 
driven by cuting-edge 

discoveries and 
high-level innovation. 

terpart in quantum computing 
research publications. When it 

IBM, to patents, 
Microsoft and Google as well as 
specialised quantum companies 
like D-Wave and Quantinuum 
hold a large number of quantum 
COmputing-rolated Dntents 

These are the sources of the 
quantum software stacks that 
other companies depend on. 
"This could result in 'internation 
al dependency' in luture due to 

possible export controls and 
restrictions, points out a new 
report on quantum science and 
technology prepared by the 
office of the Principal Scientific 
Advisor (PSA). 

Deep tech is already being 
deployed to address problems 
in fields ranging from energy to 
medicine. One example is the 
combination ofAI and high-per 
formance computing (HPC) to 
hunt for new battery materials. 
By deploying an AI model 
developed by Microsoft, scien 
tists at the Pacific Northwvest 
National Laboratory of the US 
Department of Energy could 
screen an amazing 32 million 
potential candidate materials 
and find a novel material that 
could slash lithium electrolyte 
requirement by almost 70 per 
cent. The breakthrough work 
was led by naterial scientist 
Vijay Murugesan, who did his 
PhD fron Bharathiar Universi 
ty in Tamil Nadu. This is a clas 
sic case of how deep tech inno 
vation can nldres n nosing 
problem hrough industry and 
research institute partnerships. 
India has had an HPC mission 
for several years and strong 
material sciences groups, but 

we have yet to see such collabo 
ration and outcome. 

If the minister had cared to 
look at the draft of the National 

Deep Tech Startup Policy, pre 
pared by the office ofthe PSA in 
2023, he would have got 
answers to the questions he 
posed at the recent startup 
event. The policy, which still 
remains on paper, proposed an 
increase in gross expenditure 
on R&D to provide renewed 
impetus to basic R&D, which 
would expand the emerging sci 
ence base for deep tech startups 
and the critical base of trained 
scientifñc human resource" 

It also suggested amend 
ments to existing research 
assessment systems in academ 
ic institutes and research labs 
to enable the translation of 
knowledge generated into 
entrepreneurial ventures. This 
could be done by creating tech 
nology Commercialisation 

offices in research labs and pro 
viding necessary guidelines. In 
addition, faculty members 
need to be given incentives to 
let them undertake entrepre 
neurial risks. This way, they 
can either launch their own 
startups or transfer the technol 
ogy to existing ones. 

Besides enhanced R&D 

expenditure and industry-aca 
demia collaboration, the deep 
tech development depends on 
access to critical materials like 
lithium and rare earth minerals 
- the global supplies of which 
are controlled by China. Then 
there are strategic materials 
like advanced conmposites, car 
bon and ceranic materials that 
go into the sectors of defence 

nuclear. space, aerospace and 
electronics. Access to such 
materials is also restricted. 

Amid the tariff war unleashed 
by US President Donald 
Trump, deeptech development 
will become more challenging 
tor both starhus and large cor 
porations in hdia, We need 
strong policy initiatives backed 
by necessary public invest 
ments to boost the deep tech 
innovation system. 
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UNDER ATTACK 
f all the fights that Donald | buckled, accepting a draconian set of Trump has picked since re- demands, including the banning of turning as president of the face masks at protests and effectively United States of America, one might ceding control of a department to the end up as the most defining clash for government. But bending the knee the future of that country. In recent has not helped Columbia get its fund days, Mr Trump's administration has ing back - it has only emboldened withheld nearly $2.3 billion in funding Mr Trump to put more pressure on for Harvard University: the president other niversities. More than 1,000 stu has since threatened to withdraw the dents and recent graduates have had varsity's tax-free status and bar it their visas revoked- some have been from enrolling foreign students. This, arrested- since Mr Trump returned after America's oldest higher educa- to ofice. Almost none of them has tion institution �it is older than the been charged with any actual crime. US itself � defied a series of chilling 

demands from the current US admin-
istration that would have forced it to 
give up the autonomy it has held on to 
for nearly four centu 
ries. Ostensibly aimed 
at tackling anti-Semi 
tism on campus, the de 
mands of Mr Trump in 
reality insist - in blunt 
language that the 
university determine 
which students to admit 
and which faculty to 
hire and promote based 
on the White House's political vision. 
While the victim of Mr Trump's wrath 
ful witch hunt on this occasion might 
be Harvard, his true target is the very 
idea that the university is meant to be 
a commons for teachers and scholars 
that facilitates the free exchange of 
thoughts and ideas irrespective of the 
prevailing political climate. 

It is hard to overstate the likely 
impact of this climate of fear on in 
ternational student enrolments in US 
universities. But in many ways, what 

is happening in the 
US mirrors the global 
siege on the idea of the 
university as an insti 
tution that upholds the 
freedom of thought and 
expression. Ironically, 
democracies like India 
and the US seem to 
be at the forefront of 
this pushback against 

The Trump versus 
Harvard battle 

is emblematic of 
the global siege 

on the idea of the 
university 

From Columbia to Cornell, the list 
of universities whose funding and 
federal contracts Mr Trump's dispen-
sation has frozen totalling several 
billion dollars - includes the cream of academia. Like Harvard, they have 
all been accused of not doing enough 
to protect Jewish students and fac 
ulty d°ing pro-Palestine protests 
on campus: this despite the fact that 
Jewish students and faculty were very 
often at the forefront of those protests 
themselves. Some, like Columbia, have 

the university. In justifying the cam 
pus crackdown, the US secretary of 
state, Marco Rubio, has spoken about 
how universities should be spaces of 
learning, not of activism. Those com 
ments mirror the rationale behind 
the Lyngdoh Conmmittee recommen dations that Indian varsities have had 
to follow for close to two decades now, 
as they increasingly face pressure to 
punish any challenge to the politics 
of the ruling regime. The political as 
cendancy of right-wing parties around the world is leading to a worrying tran sition: universities are no longer being 
seen as crucibles of critical thinking, dissent and new ideas but as mere 
teaching shops feeding the labour market. That is why Harvard's battle 
against a predatory president is not 
just its own-it is a fight for the soul of 

I higher education. 
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Digital tech in education needs to be regulated' 
Face to Face 
PRASANTA J BARUAH 

baruah_ at@yahoo.com 

Alak Kumar Buragohain is the 
chairperson (Academic) at Assam 

Royal Global University, Guwahati. He 
was the former vice chancellor of 

Dibrugarh University and a professor 
of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology 
at Tezpur University. 

There is growing concern regarding 
the prevalence of digital technology in 
education. What is your take on it? 

Application of tools and technology in edu 
cation is neither new nor recent. Use of slates, 
blackboard and chalk is ancient. Information 
and Communication Technology (1CT) like 
radio and cinema have been used for educa 
tion since the early 20th century. Coming of 
digital technology since the 1980s is emerg 
ng as a game-changer in education. Wide 
spread use of digital technology for imparting 
education has become well known since the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Of late, concerns have 
been raised about rampant and unregulated 
application of digital technology in education. 
This is seen from the very recent ban on the 
use of digital technology and mobile phones 
in schools in Sweden. 

Please give us an idea as to the exact 
dimensions of the use of digital tech 
nology in education globally. 

The Covid-19 pandemic disrupted the 
conventional school classroom teaching 
learning process, and the use of digital tech 
nology came about as a response to the glo 
bal disruption. Penetration of digital tech 
nology into classrooms has been so wide 
spread that it has been integrated in the 
realm ofpedagogy as a deep-rooted acadernic 
culture. The extent of the application of dig 
ital technology in school education can be 
gauged from the extent of internet connec 
Livity that schools have. According to the 
Glcbal Education Monitoring Report 2023, 
published by the UNESCO, glbally, even 
though there has been an increase in inter 
net users by 66 per cent in 2022 írom 16 per 

Prof Alak Kumar Buragohain calls for a balanced and 
regulated use of digital technology with trained teachers who 
can steer the teaching-learning process. 

cent in 2016, that is more than six times 
during a span of sixyears, only 40 per cent of 
primary schools, 50 per cent of lower sec 
ondary schools and 65 per cent of upper sec 
ondary schools used internet for pedagogi 
cal purposes. According to the Union Eu 
cation Ministry, 57.2 per cent of schools in 
India have functional computers and 53.9 per 
cent have internet access. 

Digitalization of education is known 
to have both pros and cons. What are 
the advantages of application of digit 
al technology in education? 

While analyzing the pros and cons of the 
application of digital technology in education, 
it is importaFt to point out that the outcome 
of education should be the focus and not the 
application of digital technology per se. From 
a recent study conducted among youth from 
differentregions of the world by the UNESCO, 
a few important things emerged. The youth 
are of the opinion that digital technology faci 
itates better engagement of learmers, enhanc 
es collaborations and improves chances in the 
world of work. While the experience of re 
mote learning during Covid through digital 
technology has given a fllip to digitalization 
of education in a big way in the post Covid 
period, the long-term effectiveness, practi 
cality, and impact on the wellbeing and over 
all development of the learmers are yet to 
be ascertained scientifically. 

What prompted Sweden to take the 
drastic step of prohibiting digital tech 
nology in schools? 

A few weeks ago, the Swedish govern 
ment announced its decision to remove dig 
ital technology from schools. While many 
feel that it is a far too radical step in de 
digitalizing education, the Swedish goverm 
ment has been alarmed since the last few 

years over the p0or results of children in 
the Progress in International Reading Lit 
eracy Study (PIRLS). PIRLS is conducted 
by the International Association for the Eval 
uation of Educational Achievement (IEA) to 

evaluate the reading comprehension of 9 
10-year-old school children. The school chil 
dren of Sweden and its neighbouring Nor 
dic countries have been showing increas 
ingly worse performances since 2013 in the 
Programme for International Student As 
sessment (PISA) where in the beginning of 
the century the performance of Swedish stu 
dents in PISA was considered the European 
benchmark. PISA is organized every three 
years by the Organization for Economic Co 
operation and Development (OECD) among 
the 15-year students of the 38 OECD mem 
ber countries to evaluate the educational 
systems by measuring their reading com 
prehension, skills in basic mathematics and 
science. It is pertinent to refer to a report of 
the OECD published in 2015 � Sthudents, 
Computers and Learning: Making the Con 
nection, where it was concluded that coun 
tries that had invested the most in introduc 
ing digital technology in the education sec 
tor did not register clear improvements in 
students' performance. 

Is there any scientific evidence that 
digital learning impairs the learning 
process in children? 

There is evidence that unregulated use of 
digital technology causes sleeping disorder. 
distractions, obesity, social isolation and ina 
bility to develop social skills among school 
children. Sweden's Karolinska Institute, a 

highly respected medical school focused on 
research, recently mentioned that there is 
clear scientific evidence that digital tools 
impair rather than enhance students' learn 
ing. Experts from Karolinska Institute have 
clearly stated, "We believe the focus should 
return to acquiring knowledge through print 
ed textbooks and teacher expertise, rather 
than acquiring knowledge primarily from 
freely available digital sources that have not 
been vetted for accuracy." The UNESCO 
too has issued an urgent call for appropriate 
use of technology in education. 

Is de-digitalization of education im 
possible and unavoidable? 

We must remember that digitalization of 
education has not yet become universal. 
There are many countries where this has not 
yet happened. Interestingty, several rich coun 
tries could ensure universal secondary school 
education and minimum learming competen 
cies before the advent of digital technology. 
There is no doubt that children can learn with 
out it. There is a necessity to address the 
larger issues in education, like problems of 
inequity, inclusivity, non-availability of quality 
learning resources and effciency. The focus 
should be on how to apply digital technology 
in removing these problems. 

How effective would be the removal 

of digital technology from schools? 
What is alarming is the rampant unregu 

lated application of digital tools in education. 
Banning digital technology and tools like 
mobile phones from schools may not be the 
ideal solution. Because these technoloies 
are ubiquitous today at homes and in soce 
ty. The problem has arisen beause igal 
tools have been allowed to replace teach 
ers. What is urgently required is the bal 
anced reguated use of digital technology with 
trained teachers in command of the teach 
ing-learing process rather than digaal tools 
in the hands of students. Digital technolog 
can be a supporive tool in imprting educa 
tion, and not a substitute ot teachers. 
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Unless the UGC Act is 
repealed. re-imagined and re 

enacted, University 
autonomy will be a distant 

goal. Unless endoWments are 
created vwith alumni support, 

academic freedom will be 

illusory. Instead of self-reliant 
ublic universities, there will be 

a proliferation ofprivate 
universities promoted and 
funded by wealthy families 

and corporates (with 
exceptions). The intention 

may be philanthropy but the 
result will be commerce 

"THE UNIVERSITYwill not surnder its in 
dependeneor reinguish its constiutional 
rights..The adninistrution's prescription 
goes bevond the power of the fedeal gov 
ermment. .And it threatens our values as 

aprivate nstiution devoted to the pursuit. 
production, and dissemination of know! 
edge. No goverment-regardles ofwhich 
party is in power - should dictate what 
private universities can teach, whom they 
can admit and hire, and which areas of 
study and inquiry they can pursue." 

Which Vice Chancellor of an Indian 
University said that in response to per 
ceived interference in the administration 
of the University? The answer is "none". 

Those were the words of Mr Alan 
Garber, President of Harvard University 
(older than the United States of America) 
He defied the President of the United States 
who believes he is the most pOwerful per 
son on earth Mr Trumpretaliated by freez 
ing USD 22 bilion in grants and USD 60 
million in contracts to Harvard University. 
but the University refused to vield. Last 
month. Columbia University was denied 
USD 400 million of federal funds and it 
buckded under. 

No AUTONOMY 

University education in peril 

According to the University Grants 
Commission(UGC) website, there are 1074 

universities in India as on January 25,2023, 
and the break-upis: 
STATE UNIVERSITIES 
Deerned to be Universities 
Certral niversities 
Private niversities 
TOTAL 

460 

128 

56 

430 

1074 
This number includes the oldest three 

universities established in 1857 - in 

Calcutta, Madras and Bombay - long be 
fore lndependence. By the way. because of 
differences with UGCand the Governor 
Chancellor, the University of Madras has 
been without a Vice Chancellor since 
August 2023. 

Indian universities enjoy no autonomy 
thanks to laws made by Parliament and the 
manner in which theUGChasworked the 
University Grants Commission Act, 1956. 
The Act was enacted to "make provision for 
the co-ordination and determination of 
standards in Universities". Section 12 au 
thorized UGC to allocate and disburse 
"grants" to universities for the determina 
tion and maintenance ofstandards of teach 
ing, examination and research inuniversi 
ties, In 1984. Section 12A was inserted and 
Section 14 was amended which vastly ex 
panded the powers of UGC. The power of 
the purse has enabled the UGC to intrude 
into every function of universities. Using 
these powers, 'regulations' have been made 
byUGC that have practicaly obliterated the 
autonomy of a university. 

UGC IS 'BIG CHIEF' 
The control of the UGC (and through 

the UGC of an ideologically-biased cen 
tral government) extends to appoint 
ments of teachers, design of curriculum, 
areas of research, design and conduct of 
examinations, etc. Look at some of UGC's 
intrusive regulations: 

Regulations on qualifications and ap 
pointment of all teachers and other aca 
demic staff; 

B the National Eligibility Test (NET): 
the National Eligibility and 

Entrance Examination (NEET): 
theloint Entrance Fxanination(|EE): 

the Common University Entrance 
Test (CUET); 

the Learning Outcomes-based 
Curriculum Framework (LOCF): 

the Choice Based Credit System 
(CBCS); and 

the National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF). 

Since Vice Chancelors exercised the 
few 'residual' powers, UGC decided to 
control the selection and appointment 
of Vice Chancellors (see Vice Chancellors 

will become Viceroys, The Indian Express, 
January 12, 2025). In my view, UGC has 
no role to play in the selection and ap 
pointment of teaching and non-teach 
ing posts in State and private universi 
ties, especially the appointment of the 
Vice Chancellor. If allowed, it will be the 
penultimate step to the nationalization 
of universities. 

CASUALTY IS HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

Has the pervasive control of universi 
ties helped the cause of higher education? 
No Indian university ranks in the top 100 
universities of the world (prepared by QS) 
The highest ranked Indian university is IT, 
Bombay that took the 118th rank. In a re 
ply in Parliament, the government dis 
closed that, as on October 2 1, 2024, the 
number of vacant teaching posts in cen 
tral universities alone was 5,1Ss2. The 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Education found that there was a decline 
in placenments of irT graduates. Between 
2021-22 and 2023-24 there was a fall of 
over 10per cent in placements Placement 
of NIT graduates also declined by 10.77 

per cent. Dr CV. Ramarn was the lone prod 
uct of an Indian university to have won 
the Nobel Prize for Science (1930). 

Indian universities are affected by sev 
eral maladies: no endowment funds, little 
alumni support, inadequate grants and 
research contracts, lack of academic free 
dom. over-regulation especially by the 

UGC, interference by the Chancellor 
(Governor) and the Pro-chancellor (usu 
ally the Minister of Education), and med 
dling by pohtbcians and bureaucrats. The 
lack of academic freedom can be illus 
trated by one exampie: hitherto univer 
sities that run Distance Education pro 
grammes could enroll students from 
arywhere incuding foreign students. A 
recent UGC regulation limits the catch 
ment area' to one or two distrncts of the 
State where the university is located. The 
university has no incentive to eXCel and 
the student has no dhoxce of universities to 
pursue dstance education. 

More bad news is that the space for ac 
ademic freedom is shrink1ng. Intolerant 
groups have launched verbal and physical 
assaults on several unversities, (and their 
teachers and students) incuding JNU, DU. 
Jamia Millia, AMU, Jadavpur. Central 
University. Janmu, and many others. 

Unless the UGC Act is repealed, re 
imagined and re-enacted, University 
autonomy will be a distant goal. Unless 
endowments are created with alumni 
support, academic freedom will be il 
lusory. Instead of self-reliant public uni 
versiies, there will be a proliferation of 
private universities promoted and 
funded by wealthy families and corpo 
rates (with exceptions). The intention 
may be philanthropy but the result will 
be commerce. 
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In many tongues 
Tne Three-Language Formula, in its oriainal form, was designed to promnote muiclingualism and foster national intearation, The policy recommended that Students in Hindi-speaking states learn Hindi, English, and a modern Inalan language from the South. Conversely, students in non-Hindi-speaking states WOuld learn their regional language, HindI, and English. The idea was to ensure that n part of India remained alien to another and that a certain degree of inter-regional linguistic empathy and cross-cultural literacy would evolve 

Controversy of Three 
Language Formula 

Tamil Nadu Rejects 
New Education PoliGy 

and 

ndia's linguistic and cultural 
plurality is at the heart ofite of its 

civilizational ethos. It is S.It IS one 
of the few natio 

world where the coin the 

itself recognizes 22 2E cial lan 
guages in the Eighth Schedule, 
while thousands of other lan 
guages and dialects are spoken 
This Tength and breadth 

s plurality has not only coex 
isted with national unity but has 
nourished it, weaving a complex 
and rich identity. In such a 
milieu, language is more than 
just a tool of communication; it 
is a bearer of culture, memory, 
history, and imagination. 

The role of language policy, 
therefore, becomes critical - not 
merely as a technical or admin-
istrative matter but as one with 
nrofound socio-political conse 
auences. It is within this context 
that the Three-Language For 
mula, first introduced in the 
National Policy on Education in 
1968, deserves a serious and 
renewed endorsement. At a time 
when attempts are being made 
to prioritize Hindi in national 

d international forums, often 
at the cost of other languages, a 
reassertion of the three-lan 
guage model is essen tial for pre 
serving India's democratic fab 
ric and inclusive vision of 
nationhood. 

The Three-Language For 
mula, in its original form, was 
designed to promote multilin 
gualism and foster national inte 
gration. The policy recommend 
ed that students in Hindi-speak 
ing states learn Hindi, English, 
and a modern Indian language 
from the South. Conversely, stu 
dents in non-Hindi-speaking 
states would learn their regional 
language, Hindi, and English. 
The idea was to ensure that no 
part of India remained alien to 
another and that a certain 
degree of inter-regional linguis 
tic empathy and cross-cultural 
literacy would evolve. The for 
mula was vas not just pedagogical 
but profoundly political: it 

be sought to strike a balance 
tween unity and diversity, 
between the need for a link lan 
guage and the necessity of safe 
guarding linguistic pride and 
regional identity. 

Yet, over time, the imple 
mentation of the formula has 
been inconsistent, and the 
intended spirit has often been 
subverted by partisan and cen 
tralising tendencies. Nowhere is 
this more evident than in the 

attempts to promote Hindi as a 
de facto national language. 
whether through administrative 
directives, education policies, or 
symbolic gestures such as the 
expensive and largely symbolic 
bid to make Hindi an official 
language of the United Nations 
- a move estimated to cost over 
Rs. 250 crore and with little 
practical benefit. 

Governor'srole 

In 2022. India's External 
Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar, 
reaffirmed the government's 
commitment to pursuing this 
goal, although Hindi is not am 
ong the top ten most spoken 
languages in UN forums and is 
not used in any significant mea 
sure in global dip 
lomacy. This is not 
just a waste of res 
ources; it also sen 
ds a troubling me 
"iSsage about whose 
languages are con 
sidered prestigious 
and whose are not. 
While symbolic re 
cognition of Hindi 
has its place, the 
attempt to elevate 
it over other Indi 
an languages un 
dermines fed 
eral spirit and plu 
ralism enshrined 
in the Constitution. Tamil Nadu, 
for instance, has historically res 
isted the imposition of Hindi. 
The anti-Hindi agitations of the 
1960s were not merely linguistic 
protests - they were assertions 
of cultural autonomy, of a refu 
sal to let a centralized idea of In-
dia override regional identities. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

These agitations signifi 
e state's politi cantly shaped the state' 

cal landscape and resulted i I in 
Tamil Nadu consistently opting 
for a two-language formula -
Tamil and English - in schools, 

refusing to introduce Hindi as a 
compulsory subject. Their sta 
nd, rooted in the broader Dra 
vidian movement, reflects a legi-
timate anxiety that the privileg 
ing of Hindi would erode lin-
guistic diversity and marginalize 
non-Hindi speakers in the 
national discourse. 

Language 1s is not just about 
words; it is about access, dignity, 
and power. In a multilingual 
society, any attempt to impose 
a single language risks disen 
franchising those for whom that 
language is not a natural medi 
um of expression. Consider the 
judiciary, where, despite consti 
tutional guarantees, imost pro 

ceedings occur in English, and 
in many states, the dominance 
of Hindi in administrative exams 
and processes makes it harder 
for candidates from non-Hindi 
speaking regions to compete 
fairly. Even in digital India, 
where translation and access 
technologies are rapidly evolv 
ing, the linguistic divide persists. 
Children in many rural regions 
still struggle with basic reading 
comprehension when taught 
in languages unfamiliar to them 
at home. 

The National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 attempts to 
revisit the Three-Language For 
mula by allowing mnore flexibility 

AMAL 
CHANDRA 

and emphasizing 
mother tongue 
instruction until at 
least Grade 5. This 
is a welcome move 
in principle, bac 
ked by research 

from UNESCO and 
neuroscientists 

that children learn 
best in their moth 
er tongues during 

early developmen 
tal stages. Howev 
er, the policy stops 
short of mandat 
ing the three-lan 
guage formula un-

iformly and leaves many deci-
sions to states, leading to incon 
sistent application. Further 
more, the NEP's wording leaves 
space for the central govern 
ment to push Hindi subtly 
under the guise of promoting 
Indian languages. 

The writer Is an author, 
politlcal analyst, and 

sions of the politics of the BJP. In 
that light, the Supreme Court 

Rather than letting langu 
age become a battleground for 
power, India should view it as a 

to inclusive growth. A path 
proper implementation of the 
Three-Language Formula -
ensuring every student learns 
their regional language, Hindi or 
another Indian language, and 
English - can cultivate trilingual 
citizens. 

These individuals can eng 
age with their communities 
through their mother tongue, 
participate in national discourse 
via a link language, and access 
global opportunities through 
English. Such a model fosters 
both identity and integration. 
Crucially, the formula must re 
main flexible, allowing for re 

al context, gional , individual cho-
l adaptation. The ice, and gradual 

goal is not uniformity but mean 
ingful multilingual literacy. 

Bevond school education, 

editorathestatesman.com 

the state should also invest in 
creating institutional ecosys 
tems that celebrate and develop 
all Indian languages. This in 
cludes funding translation proj 
ects, encouraging multilingual 
publishing, supporting linguis 
tics research in regional univer 
sities, and incentivizing film and 
media production in regional 
languages 

Rai Bh 

There is also a need to stan 
dardize orthographies and dev 
elop technology that can cater 
to Indian languages - keyboard 
inputs, voice recognition, natu 
ral language processing, and 
machine translation. The cur 
rent domination of English and 
Hindi in the digital space can 
and should be countered by de 
liberate linguistic engineering 
that reflects India's true diversi 
ty. The reassertion of the Three 
Language Formula also has glo 
bal resonance. 

In an age of cultural ho 
mogenization and rising ethno 
nationalism, India can offer a 
unique model of how linguistic 
pluralism can coexist with a 
robust democratic state. The 
European Union, for example, 
has 24 official languages and 
continues to operate effectively 
through a system of translation, 
education, and respect lin 
guistic rights. India, too, can 
strengthen its internal coher 
ence by ensuring that all its cit 
izens feel seen and heard in 
their languages. 

At its core, the question of 
language is the question of 
whose voice matters. The Three 
Language Formula is not merely 
an education policy - it is a 
vision of India that recognizes 
that unity is best forged not 
through sameness but through 
dialogue, translation, and mutu 
al learning. 

In rejecting the narrow 
nationalism of linguistic sup 

remacy and rmula. I Three-Language ,India 
reaffirms that its unity lies in 
embracing the full spectrum 
of its voices, not in suppressing 
them. 

em 

The road to national inte 
gration lies not in mono-lingual 
ism but in the generous accom 
modation of all languages and 
respect for individual choice. 

Only then can we live up to the 
promise of the Constitution -
that of liberty of thought and 
expression, and the assurance of 
dignity to a communities. ir . in all 
their mother tongues. 
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Do we want to study in a campus 
where we are scared all the time? 

Irump's.America mnakes students do a rethink. While some look for alternative 
destinations. those who have got admission are scrubbing social media profiles 

Ketaki.Desaiatimesofindia.com 
ara had long dreamt 
of a life in New York. 
But this year. when 
she got into graduate 

school programmes in the US. 
it was not relief and a sense of 
achievement she felt, but a 
pang of anxiety: "When I was 
applying last year. the US was 
high in terms of options for me. 
But Ijust can't justify going. Im 
not an activist of any sort, but 
Ipost political content on social 
media." says the 24-vear-old 
Delhi resident. "But this is 
enough to get people deported. 
I don't want to be scared all the 

time or spend my time thinking 
whether Ill wake up to an 
email if I like an Instagram 
post." Instead, she is choosing 
between options in the UK and 
Europe, both of which feel far 
less precarious to her 

Over the last few weeks, 
immigrant students have been 
subject to visa revocations, 
leaving them with little choice 
but to self-deport. Some were 
identified for their participa 
tion in pro-Palestinian pro 
tests, but increasingly relative 
ly minor infractions such as 
speeding tickets and DUIS are 
leading to visa revocations. 
About 1,500 international stu 
dents have had their F-1 and 
J-1 visas revoked thus far, ac 
cording to Inside Higher Ed, a 
publication tracking the phe 
nomenon. The American m 
migration Lawyers Associa 
tion analysed 327 cases of 
revocations, and found 50% 
were of Indian students. 

Last week, Indian student 
Krish Lal Isserdani won a legal 
battle against the Trump ad 
ministration's crackdown. 
Weeks before the 21-year-old 
was set to graduate, he woke up 
to an email revoking his visa. 

4 

ChatGF image 

This came after he was arrest 
ed for a bar fight last year, but 
never convicted. The judge 
ruled that he was not given due 
process or any opportunity to 
defend himself, which could set 
a precedent for students in sim 
lar positions. But most do not 
have the resources to fight 
back, leading to uncertainty 
and panic among Indian stu 
dents in the US, but also those 
planning to study there, say 
educational consultants. 

Education consultant Ra 
jshekar Tubachi, founder of 
Maven Consulting Services, 
says he's been getting pan 
icked calls from students and 
parents. "The current polit 
jcal climate in the US has 
introduced new anxieties 
and uncertainties. Students 
are rethinking their plans or 
thinking of precautions. 
Some are planning to defer 
their admission for a year, in 
the hope there's more clarity 

by then," he says. 
Mrinal K Sharma, execu 

tive director of education con 
sultancy at Prem N Kapur 
Associates, says a lot of stu 
dents are withdrawing their 
applications from the US and 
shifting their focus to the UK 
and Europe. "When you're 
sending a child abroad, you 
can't have then thrown out of 
the country or worry that if 
they come for the holidays, 
they may not be able to re-enter 
the US," she says, referring to 
certain colleges advising inter 
national students not to leave 

the country during the upcom 
ing spring break. 

Part of the uncertainty 
pertains to a bill introduced in 
the US Congress that aims to 
end the Optional Practical 
Training program which al 
lows students to work in the 
country. Abhishek Singhal, 
co-founder of Univ Admit 
Help, says this has led to chaos. 
since most study abroad to 
find work in that country. 
"They're obviously anxious 
because once they've spent 
that much money on an edu 
cation and taken loans, they're 
looking for return on invest 
ment and that means jobs. 
That's long been the case in the 

US and elsewhere in the devel 
oped world. But now, there's a 
paucity of jobs and preference 
is being given to local citizens 
as opposed to foreigners. This 
is also causing a decoupling of 
academic and professional 
outcomes, " he says. 

The drop in student visa 
approvals - down by 34% in 
FY 24 as compared to the pre 
vious year -is another cause 
for concern. "It feels like a 
lottery. Students are keeping 
backups in places like France 
or Ireland," says Tubachi. 

Student visa forms ask 
about one's social media ac 
Counts, leaving some con 
cerned. Anant, who is going 
to a US graduate school this 
fall, was sent an advisory 
suggesting reviewing social 

Many students are withdrawing 
their applications to the US. 

When you're sending a child abroad, 
you can't worry about them being 
thrown out or not being able to 
come home for a holiday 
Mrinal K Sharma, EDUCATION CONSULTANT 

media accounts. 
Malini. who is about to go to 

the US for her PhD. says she's 
at a loss about what to do with 
her social media accounts. "I 
haven't applied for my visa yet. 
but I've already made my ac 
Counts private. I may end up 
deactivating them altogether. 
But I use X frequently as it's 
important for academic work, 
says the 26-year-old. 

Another concern, Malini 
adds, is what this means for the 
quality of her academic work. 
"In the social sciences, your 
work requires some amount of 
academic freedom, openness 
and secrity, which you don't 
know is guaranteed anymore. 
Your department or college can 
only do so much if immigra 
tion steps in. I'm concerned 
this will impede the quality of 
work I am able to do," she says. 

Manya, currently studying 
in the US, says it's been a diffi 
cult timne. "A few weeks ago. 
when the news was full of ICE 
raids and international student 
abductions, the atmosphere 
was heavy with fear: I felt anx 
ious even if someone knocked 
at my door," she says. What 
she's most disillusioned by is 
"hollow DEI initiatives," she 
says. "People build their ca 
reers around it, but when push 
comes to shove, what tangible 
support have they esxtended to 
international students or stu 
dent protestors? People speak 
up only when it is safe and con 
venient for them to do so." 

Sharma says these moves 
seem antithetical to what an 
academic institution should 
be. "The whole purpose of 
university is to expand your 
horizons, your thinking, have 
new experiences, but that's 
not possible without the free 
dom of expression. Do you 
really want to study in an en 
vironnent where you're 
Scared all the time?" 

Student names changed 
on request 
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The people's 
language 

Hindi and Urdu share much 
and differ little, except in scripts 

MRINAL PANDE 

"LANGUAGE IS NOT religion. Language 
does noteven represent religion. Language belongs to a community," ruled Justice 
Sudhanshu Dhulia in a recent landmark 
Supreme Courtjudgment. Itwent on to call 
Urdu "the finest specimen of Ganga 
Jamuni tehzeeb, or the Hindustani tehzeeb". 
One must thank the apex courtfor remind 
ing us that India has always been a deeply 
multilingual nation. Each regionhad a lan 
guage, each language had its own tradition 
of oral literature and dialects that fed into 
the pool. Until the 18th century, Urdu and 
Hindi were among the various names used 
for a common spoken tongue in the north 
ern plains, from the borders of Punjab to 
the principality of Awadh. 

The name Urdu means an army camp in Turkic. The language initially grew 
among the residents of an area where 
Persian-speakinga gamy perSonnel were sta 

tioned as far back as kas the 14th century. Itwas 
created as they interacted with local citi 
zens speaking a mix of north Indian dË 
alects, which Amir Khusro also termed 
Hindavi. He used it copiously in many of 
his poems and songs, mixing various di 
alects spoken in Braj, Awadh, and also the 
Khadi Boli of what is now western UP. 

Urdumutated as itmoved from Delhi to 
Awadh.Among the Urducognoscenti, it was 

a subject of debate whether the standard 
ised formofUrdu was the one spoken in the 
camp area in Delhi or the Awadh durbar. It 
was assumed that Hindavi was a common 
base for both Hindi and Urdu. Controversy 
first began to crystallise around the script. 
The four clerics or bhakha munshis ap 
pointed by the British were ordered to carve 
outtwo languages from spoken Hindustani: 
Hindi written in the Devanagari (or Nagari 
for short) script borTOWed from Sanskrit and 

Urdu written in a slightly indigenised ver 
sion of the Persian script. 

Interestingly, with literacy levels low in 
the Hindi belt and more Persian script writ 
ers being available courtesy of the Mughal 
court, by the 1820s, Calcutta, and not Dellhi 
or Awadh, rose to be amajor centre for pub 
lishing books in both Urdu and dHindi Two 
popular newspapers came up under the 
ownership of not Muslims but Bengali 
Hindus: Raja Ram Mohan Roy's Persian 
weekly Mirat-ul-Akhbar, and Harihar 
Dutta's (originally a publisher of Bengali 
books) Urdu newspaper, Jam-i-Jahan 
Numa. Once cost-effective and portable 
litho publishing reached Bihar, Agra and 
Awadh, Urdu publishing began to flourish 
there as well. 

Denand for school texts for Anglo-ver 
nacular governnent schools created a big 
market for Hindi and Urdu text books by 
the early 20th century. Hindus being nu 
merically larger and Hindi script being 

marked out as 'nagari" by the government, 
the marlket for Hindi books began to over 

take thatfor Urdu. In 1868, Raja Sivaprasad, 
a member of the British-fostered educa 
tional elite and an inspector of government 
run Anglo-vernacular schools, was tasked 
with writing textbooks in Hindi. He earned 
handsome royalties as also the coveted ti 
tle of Sitara-e-Hind (The Star of India). With 
that, a typically Indian politicisation of 
Hindi-Urdu was spurred. 

Soon, Sivaprasad attacked Urdu as a 
"foreign" language foisted on India and, fol 
lowing him, the Alahabad Institute also 
made a declaration in fayour of Hindi. The 
battlelines were thus drawn. As the com 
iinngpopular tracts on relioion 

e and fiction grew, alongside the 
emand for school texts, literary patos educatorS, industrialists and pub 

lishers all began to take sides. Detractors of 
Urdu alleged it was throttling the indige 
nous language or bhakha. This charge is baf 
fling, Bhasha or bhakha has actually been 
the term for an inclusive melange of di 
alects spoken in the northern plains, in 
cluding in Braj, Awadh, Mithila and 
Bhojpur, in both Hindi and Urdu. This was 
the common lalg e of the Hindi belt 

merce 

trickling down the 16th century 
through bands of pilgrims, fakirs and sad 
hus reciting orally the exquisite poetry of Tulsidas, Kabir and many others. 

Like Elizabethan English, this Hindi 
Urdu mixhas always been more ofa liquid 
bubbling with a certainfury against the sys 

tem. To call it alien and unworthy of shar 
ing space on government signboards of a 
municipal council building, like the Akola 
councillor who filed the petition in the 
Supreme Court did, defies not only the law 
of the land but also historical facts about 
the birth and growth of our very own 
bhakha Urdu. 

Makenomistake, the Hindi that the gov 
ermment today wishes to croWn as the na 
tional language is a vastly associational 
Sanskrit with many of its caste and gender 
biases intact. Also, while daggers are out on 
both sides over the language issue, the young 
in the Hindi belt are willingly abandoning 
Hindien masse for English. Their parents, in 
cluding the most vociferous supporters of 
the BJPleadership, and ofHindi, willroot for 
an English-medium education in (relatively 
expensive) private schools when it comes to 
their owNn children. Parents and children are 
in agreement that superior job opportuni 
ties and upward social mobility are accessi 
ble only if they master English first. 

Various filmmakers and musicians 
from Bollywood are disturbed by the 
shrinking popularity of their films 
colonised by English-speaking actors and 
pop singers of no great talent. If there is any 
hope forpopular Hindi films to regain their 
lost glory, writers, musicians and film/V makers and mediapeople must master 
their Hindi-Urdu once again and translate more and more. As for literary historians 
they have renained trapped into witing 
angry Hinodi anlStorical narratives 

r too long. What we now need is a caln1, conposite, comprehensive history ofIndian literature that spans both Hindi and Urdu as people's languages, dif ferine little but in scripts. 

The wiiter is forner chairperson,. 
Prasar Bharati 
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Editor's TAKE 

Visa shck for 
Indian students 

US revokes hundreds of student visas: 50 per cent affected are Indian students n a move that has sparked concern across academic and diplo matic circles, the Trump administration has revoked student visas for hundreds of international students, with a staggering 50 per cent of the affected individuals hailing from India. The American Immigration Lawyers' Association (AILA) has revealed this informa tion. AILA collected 327 reports of visa revocations and Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) terminations from stu dents, attorneys, and university personnel. What is of concern to India is that this move disproportionately affects Indian nationals, followed by, students from China (14 per cent), South Korea, Nepal, and Bangladesh. There are serious concerns about the transparency and consistency of the process, as the actions lack proper oversight and 
are leaving students with little to no recourse. The revocations are not 
only a personal and academic setback for the students involved but 
also reflect a growing unease in the international student community. 
Many have described the process as abrupt and arbitrary, with limited 
opportunities to appeal SEVIS terminations or clarify misunderstand 
ings. For Indian students, who comprise one of the largest popula 
tions of international students in the United States, this development 
is deeply unsettling. These students invest heavily - both financially 
and emotionally - in pursuing higher education in the US. The visa 
revocations interrupt academic progress, affect employment opportu 
nities tied to their studies, and, in many cases, may force them to 
leave the country abruptly. The psychological toll is equally signifi 
cant. Students face uncertainty, fear of deportation, and the poten 
tial stigma of visa termination, which could affect future travel and 

academic prospects. 
The ramifications of this policy move extend beyond individual stu 

dents to American educational institutions. International students are 
a vital source of revenue for US universities, contributing billions of 
dollars annually through tuition and living expenses. Many graduate 
programmes in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) - areas critical to US innovation � rely heavily on internation 
al talent, particularly from India and China. With increasing visa 
uncertainties, universities may find it harder to attract top global stu 
dents. This could result in lower enrolment numbers, loss of funding, 
and a diminished reputation for academic inclusiveness and excel 
lence. Moreover, such measures may deter future applicants, who 
may opt for more welcoming countries such as Canada, Australia, or 
Germany. While the Trump administration has not offered detailed 
justifications for these specific reyocations, the actions are consis 
tent with its broader immigration stance. 

Throughout his presidency, Donald Trump emphasised tightening 
immigration controls and "putting Americans first," often casting a 
sceptical eye on visa programmes - even those meant for students 
and skilled workers. One reason for these revocations may be tied to 
concerns about misuse of isa programmes, fraudulent enrolment, or 
security vetting. However, critics argue that such justifications are 
being applied too broadly, punishing legitimate students and tarnish 
ing the US's image as a global education hub. 

The Trump administration's decision to revoke a significant number 
of student visas, disproportionately affecting Indian nationals, marks 
a troubling development in US immigration policy. If left unchecked, 
such policies could shift global student mobility away from the US, 
undermining the nation's historical status as the premier destination 

for higher education. ge\ G 
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From learning 
to carning 

ASHISH MUNJAL 

igher education is often viewed as 
the gateway to career success, yet 
in today's rapidly evolving job 
market, a degree alone no longer 
guarantees employability. The chal 
lengelies in bridging the gap between 
academic learning and industry 
expectations. With automation, AI 
driven tools, and shifting job roles 
reshapingindustries, higher education 
must pivot toward skill-based, out 
come-driven learning to ensure 
graduates are truly career-ready. 

H: 

According.to the India Skills 
Report 2024, only 54 per cent of 
Indian gràduates are employable, 
which means nearly half of degree 
holders struggle to find relevant 
jobs. This gap exists primarily due 
to outdated curricula, lack of 
hands-on experience, and insuffi 
cient industry exposure.Therefore, 
higher education institutions 
should prioritise competency over 
mere certification. 

Colleges and universities must 
focus on several key areas listed 
below to better prepare students: 

Reimagining curriculum for 
future careers: Universities should 
design curriculum in accordance 

with the demands of industries. 
There should be a focus on tech 
nology-driven learning integrating 
Al, data science, cybersecurity, dig 
ital marketing, and emerging tech-
nologies across business, health 
care, engineering, and creative dis 
ciplines to enhance practical 
knowledge and industry relevance. 
An interdisciplinary approach 
should be adopted blending busi 
ness, technology, and communi 

cation skills for holistic learning. 
Further, applied learning should 
be utilised including case studies, 
simulations, and project-based 
assessments to replace rote mem 
orisation. 

Hands-on industry exposure: 
Internships, live projects, and 
apprenticeships must become an 
integral part of education. Univer 
sities must partner with corpora 
tions to offer real-world business 
problems as part of coursework. 
Students should do internships as 
it increases the placement rate. 
Institutions must actively nurture 
student entrepreneurS as India 
boasts over 100,000 startups, as per 
the Startup India Initiative. 

Soft skills: Emphasis should 

EARNINGS 

be given on developing soft skills 
as a Harvard Business Review 
report states that 85 per cent ofjob 
success depends on soft skills, yet 
they are often overlooked in formal 
education. In higher institutions, 
there should be leadership and 
decision-making labs where struc 
tured simulations are done to build 
problem-solving skills. Public 
speaking and business communi 
cation workshops should be regu 
larly organised to equip students 
with corporate-ready communica 
tion skills. 

Making education accessible and 
affordable: There should be struc 
tured financial literacy programs, 
scholarships, and industry-backed 
funding models. Further, provi-
sion for scholarships to women 
and underrepresented groups 
should be present. Institutions can 
implement innovative funding 
solutions. such as Income-Share 
Agreements where students pay a 
fixed percentage of their salary 
after securing a job or Corporate 
Sponsored Education where com 
panies fund students' education in 
exchange for a work commitment. 
Further, there can be Micro-Cre 
dential Payment Plans where there 
should be provision for pay per 
module or certification instead of 
full-course tuition. 

Government support: The Indian 
government has launched several 
initiatives to improve the employ 
ability of graduates. The National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
emphasises skill-based education, 
interdisciplinary studies, and voca 
tional training. Additionally, the 
Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shik 
sha Abhiyan' (PM-USHA) provides 
funding for universities to upgrade 
infrastructure and introduce job 
oriented programs. The govern 
ment also promotes student 
industry collaboration through 
platforms like the AICTE Intern 
ship Portal and the Skill India Mis 
sion, ensuring that graduates 
acquire hands-on experience 
before entering the workforce. 

Embracing the digital skill wave: 
As technology continues to 
reshape industries, digital skills 
have become essential for career 
growth. Higher education institu 
tions must incorporate training in 

digital tools, programming, and 
emerging technologies into their 
curricula. Offering specialised 
COurses and certifications in areas 

such as artificial intelligence, cloud 
computing, and cybersecurity can 
enhance students' career 
prospects and ensure they remain 
competitive in the job market. 

Salary growth: The India Salary 
Trends Report 2024 indicates that 
fresh graduates in engineering, IT, 
and management fields earn an 
average starting salary of Rs 6-10 
lakh per annum, while those in arts 
and humanities earn significantly 
less, around Rs 3-4 lakh per 
annum. This disparity highlights 
the importance of choosing the 
ight course and gaining additional 
certifications to improve employ 
ability. Several platforms allow stu 
dents to acquire industry-recog 
nised skills at low costs, increasing 
their job market value. 

Mental health and career coun 
selling services: Many students 
experience stress and uncertainty 
about their future careers, affecting 
their overall performance, Univer 
sities should offer dedicated career 
counselling centres, mental health 
resources, and job placement 
assistance to ensure students grad 
uate with confidence and clarity. 
The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) reports that one in five col 
lege students experiences anxiety 
related to career uncertainty, 
underscoring the importance of 
psychological and career support 
systems in higher education. 

For India to compete globally, 
higher education institutions must 
evolve to meet industry demands. 
By emphasising job-oriented skils, 
fostering partnerships with busi 
nesses, integrating financial liter 
acy, and leveraging technology, 
universities can ensure that Stu 
dents transition seamlessly from 
learning to earning. A well-struc 
tured education system that aligns 
with industry needs will not only 
boost employment rates but also 
contribute to economic growth. 
Graduates will not just secure jobs 
but thrive in their chosen careers, 
achieving both financial stability 
and professional success. 

The writer Is an expert in the educatlon 
industry shet/n 
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Class Oppression 
Excessive pvt school fees are thanks to poor regulation 

in a market defined by high demand, low quality 
n Delhi, parents have hit the streets to protest excessive school 
fees.Private schools charging exorbitant sums under nunmerous 
heads are now a routine nightmare for families. Some media 

reports say schoolfees have gone up 50-80% overthree years. Evenat 
half that rate of increase, it's shockingly high. Almost half of all 
schools in Delhi are private. Nationwide, that number's almost 
one-third. Crumbling govt education infra will obviously push 

more andmoreparents to register their children inprivate schools-
plus the pull of English-medium education is stronger than ever, 
understandably so. Enrolment in private schools has grown 
exponentially-from about 20% in 2010 to 46% in 2023. 

But while demand is huge, just a handful of schools deliver 
quality education-and these cater to wealth & social networks. Ina 
majority of private schools, expensive doesn't guarantee excellence. 
This majority has poor learning delivery prioritises profit, and is 

known more for high costs and lack of accountability. 
Givenlow-gradeteaching, therelationship between 
students, their parents and such private schools 
becomes bruisingly transactional. Aspiring 
middle-classes are stuck paying extortionate fees 
for subpar learning. Neighbourhood schools 
compete not on scholarship or pedagogy, but on 
facilities' available. And for each facility, 
there's a rate. Taken together, private schools 
are running a kind of monopoly, making high 
profits by selling a low-quality service. Parents 
and students are hapless consumers without 

HIKE 

any bargaining power. 
Bducation departments are squarely to blame for theregulatory 

void. Derecognition for malpractice is well within every education 
department's writ. Of course, politicians and businesses are 
intricately involved. Even a judge-led committee's report on 
excessive fees, which identified 449 private schools in Delhi that 
overcharged parents, failed to reach itslogical conclusion. The fatal 

flaw may even be the policy itself. Why is it in India, policy demands 
private schools can only be run by nonprofits? It makes every 
education entrepreneur create a meamingless trust or society. 
The dodgy practice starts there- high fees follow. Allow schools to 
legally make profit, and regulate their fees. l 
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Education for sale: Middle class contradictions 

AVUIT PATHAK 
SOCIOLOGIST 

SI come to know. 
about the protests 
held recently by 
furious parents 

outside several 
private schools in the nation 
al capital over a steep hike in 
fees - from tuition charges 
to additional levies for air 
conditioned classrooms, I 
reflect on the contradictions 

that characterise the life-tra 
jectories of the upwardly 
mobile aspiring class. 

Yes, I understand that they 
have solid reasons to be 
angry if the fancy private 
schools where they send 
their children for education 

increase the fees arbitrarily, 
refuse to initiate anynegotia-
tion with them and force 
them to buy overpriced uni 
forms, notebooks and non 
NCERT textbooks. 

I empathise with a parent 
when he says that it is 
exceedingly dificult for a 
single-income family to pay, 
say, Rs 50,000 extra per 
chiid annually. 

Yet, I can't escape from 
asking a counter-question 

to these angry parents: 
Were they not aware that 
Lheir decision to send their 

children to these fancy pri 

vate schools was like giving 
their consent to the mar 
ketisation and commodifi 
cation of education? And, 
isn't it a fact that many of us 
who belong to this class 
have never bothered to put 
pressure on the govern 
ment so that our govern 
ment-aided schools become 
truly well equipped to pro 
vide good quality education 
to our children? 

In fact, every morning 
when I see them -doctors, 
lawyers, engineers, civil ser 
vants, professors and other 
professionals waiting 
with their children for the 
air-conditioned school bus 
es to pick them up, I see yet 
another harsh reality that. 
characterises this highly 
unequal/asymmetrical 
country: malnourished chil 
dren with torn clothes walk 
ing towards nearby munici 
pality schools. 

Seldom do these two 
worlds meet. In fact, we did-
n't want this merger. We did 
nt fight for a shared and 

public well-functioning 
domain. Instead, we began 
to separate ourselves from 
everything that is public!. 
From public transportation 
to our own private cars or 
from government hospitals 

to private nursing homes. 
We separated ourselves 
from the struggles of the 
poor, the subaltern and the 
lower middle class. 

The result is the growing 
withdrawal of the state from 
all socially meaningful wel 
fare practices. And hence, it 

Chlnmaya 

OPED 

Vidyalaya 
VashantVihar. 

SiOP FEE HIKES 

DAV 

LEARE NOT ATM 
looks somewhat hypocriti 
cal ifwe begin to cry that the 
annual tuition fee of a well 
known private school in 
New Delhi is Rs 2 lakh, 

additional excluding 
charges ike registration, 
development, exam fees and 
transportation. 

hok Vhat 

It is like thinking that a 
fancy corporate hospital will 
charge less if you and I cry, 
and state the tales of our 
financial difficulties! 

It is, indeed, a matter of 
concern that our public 
schools, colleges and univer 
sities are declining fast and 
there is a mushrooming 
growth of private enterpris 
es. Possibly, my generation 
was somewhat lucky. Yes, I 
was a student of a Bengali 
medium government school 

DECADENCE: Sending children to fanoy privateschools is like gving consent to commodification ofeducation.Pn 

-Isn't ita fact that 

he Sr 

mamy of us rom the 
middle lass have 
neverbothered to 

putpressure on the 
government so that 

our govt-aided 
schools become 

trulywellequipped 
to provide good 

qLlaity educaton to 
or children? 

Schd 

lo 

in West Bengal. Well, in our 
school, we didn't speak Eng 
lish fluently; we didn't pos-
sess what this generation 
values as appropriate 'cultur-
al capital': a set of symbols 
and practices that distin 
guish one from everything 
that is 'ordinary'. 

And yet, I have no hesita-
tion in saying that we found 
the' company of reasonably 
good teachers and our aca 
demic skills were guite sat 
isfactory. Moreover, in this 
government school, I expe 
rienced the ecstasy of diver 
sity and plurality. My 
friends belonged to differ 
ent castes, classes and reli 
gions. There was no segre 
gation between the rich and 
the poor. In fact, those who 
are protesting against the 

fee hike in front of private 
schools will be surprised to 
know that when I was writ 
ing my board examination 
in 1974, the tuition fee was 

merely Rs5 per month! 
Possibly, the great vision 

of "common schools" that 
distinguished the recom 
mendations of the Kothari 
Commission of Education, 
1966, was still alive. India 
was poor; but then, the logic 
of market fundamentalism 
implicit in the neoliberal 
doctrine of 'efficiency and 
'growth' was not so distinc 
tively visible. Fromn govern 
ment schools to inclusive 
and affordable public uni 
versities, our journey, even 
though not perfect, taught 
us that without some sort of 
socialist/welfare policies, 
India could not overcome 
the curse of ineguality and 

and move exploitation 
towards dernocratic and 
egalitarian nation. 

However, in our times, the 
glitz of neoliberal market 
fundamentalismn seems to 
have seduced people like us. 
No wonder, we do not 
demand anything substan 
tial from the government. 
Instead, we have taken it for 
granted that almost every 
thing be it education, 
health and even fresh air - is 
a commodity. And, if you 
and I have the money, we 
can buy it. 

govermnent. Accept our con 
tradictions. We want these 

education shops to reduce 
the price of packaged/com 
nodiied eciucation. 

This neoliberal faith in pri 
vate solutions to public 
0ssues is so deep that we have 
forgotten to demand any 
thing substantial iom the 

However, we refuse to 
come to the street and 

demand from the govern 
ment that the taZes We pay 
have to be used properiy so 
that we could find at least 
affordable, inclusive and 
good quality publc schools, 
public universities and ut 
lic hospitals. 

It is this indifferente o 
Our shared public concerns 
that has led to a situation in 
which we see the groving 
decline of all governmer 
aided schools, collezes ard 
universities. Take. 
instance, my on schDo 
that once enchanted rne. 
Today, asI visit this zre 
ment school, I notice the 2l 
pervading decay enpiy 
classrooms, poor esonen: 
and demoralised teachers. 
And I see the loe alfzi: of 
the middle class with fancy 
private schools and branded 
coaching centres. The ms 
sage is clear: Education is 
not your ngh; i! is a com 

modity in the marketplace 
you have to buy, and i you 
don't have the requied 
money, forget it! 

Can people ike s ovet 
come these contadctions. 

come to the street, resist the 
ugly comnicdicaion o: 
educaion and pressure the 
governmen: to nurtue 

aftordabla nclusIVe and 
gocd quality publie schools 
and unversities 
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Opposing imposition 
Hindi can be promoted without 

making it mandatory 
he announcement of the BJP-led gOvern 
ment in Maharashtra that English and 
Marathi medium schools will begin teach 

ing Hindi as a third language from Class 1, as part of the imnplementation of the National Education Policy 2020, is running into significant political opposition. Previously, Hindi was introduced as a 
third language only from Class 6 onwards. 
Schools with other mediums of instruction have 
already been following the three-language formu 
la from Class 1. While some view the announce 
ment as an instance of Hindi imposition, others 
fear its potential in undermining Marathi. Chief 

Minister Devendra Fadnavis defended the move, 
stating that Hindi serves as an acceptable lan 
guage of communication across India. But there 
are concerns about the practical challenges of 
this mandate: the extensive logistics involved in 
teàcher recruitiment and training, besides salary 
costs. Media reports and social media chatter 
have pointed to an emerging hostility. towards 
Hindi, which could be a response to the per 
ceived imposition, There is resentment that the 
move is an effort to, appease the sizeable popula 
tion of native Hindi speakers settled in Maharash 
tra. Historically, the State has witnessed a strOng 
regional political identity, epitomised by the Shiv 
Sena since the 1960s. This identity has empha 
sised Marathi pride, cultural assertion, and prior 
itisation of local employment. Yet, unlike Tamil 
Nadu, Maharashtra has not exhibited overt hostil 
ity towards Hindi. Even the Shiv Sena, which has. 
targeted various groups south Indians, Mus 
lims, and north ndian migrant workers - at diffe 
rent times, did not cultivate animosity towards 
Hindi. The current resentment, therefore, seems 
less organic and more a product of the BJP's cen 
tralising agenda, which seeksS uniformity in a cul 
turally and linguistically diverse nation. 

While the Constitution is unitary in structure, 
it recognises and accommodates diversity in 
numerous ways. Previous centralising efforts by 
Congress governments included the promotion 
of Hindi, but there was enough institutional flex 
ibility to balance divergent interests, Though the 
BP now governs with a reduced mandate, it has 
managed to secure support from allies for its cen 
tralising vision, provoking resistance in States 
such as Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. Mean 
while, the educational landscape is undergoing a 
radical transformation with developments in AI 
and neuroscience. Instead of creating divisions, 
the Fadnavis government would do well to build 
consensus to address the evolving demands of 
school and higher education. w 
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CHANDRA BHUSHAN 
SHARMA 
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SCHOLING 

NCTE is likely 
to introduce 

improvements 
based on the 
lessons learnt 
from the B.EI. 

Ed. programme 
to make ITEP a 
more relevant 

programme for 
the present times 

A Shill in Pedagogy 
The Integrated Teacher Education Programme marks a decisive shift from outdated models, as it 

resists foreign pressure and academic cliques to prioritise þrogressive teacher training 

fter nearly a decade, the National 
Council for Teacher Education 
-(NCTE) has a teacher educator as 

its Chairperson, and with the appointment 
ofProfessor Pankaj Arora, a senior teacher 
educator, we can witness research-based 
decisions being taken. Better late than never. 
This is perhaps not going well with some 
academics ofyesteryears who feel their bas 
tion is being challenged. 

A 

Some teacher educators from abroad 
have perhaps written to the Minister for 
Education, Governmnent of India, about 
the Bachelor of Elementary Education 
(B.El.Ed.) programme of Delhi Univer 
sity, which is erroneously being considered 
withdrawn. The new Integrated Teacher 
Education Programme (ITEP) is a devel 
opment of B.El.Ed. The news of this letter 
is widely circulated in the media, and this 

has enthused me. We are all aware of the 
politics in education and the international 
clique that works to scratch each other's 
backs. Some teachers catapult themselves 
to the 'expert' position through this mutual 
back-scratching, As and when one is chal 
lenged in ones own country, she/he takes 
recourse to mustering support from friends 
and colleagues abroad to strengthen their 
position in the home country. The expres 
sion 'international community sells globally. 

This process of shouting from across 
the globe for each other must stop, and 
I believe the Goyernment of India and 

the Minister for Education should not 

buckle to any pressure, especially when 
the NCTE, which was in bad shape, is 

doing good work and taking the much 
awaited, rather delayed, progressive steps 
about teacher education in India. Every 
academic Chairperson of NCTE has been 
Dressurised and forced to quit through 
such tactics, but we must not let this bap 
pen again. 

The B.EL.Ed. programme is said to have 
started three decades back, and it is said to 
have run very successfully, but I am, sur 
prisingly, yet to see any expert from any 
where who has written in support of this 

programme, adopted or adapted it for their 
universitylcountry forget about Indian 

universities, which have been watching 
this programme, and not a single univer 
sity has adopted B.El.Ed. as one of the pro 
grammes for teacher education. Acadenmics 

India's teacher training sees a shift as ITEP aims to build stronger classrooms from the ground up 

support the idea of experiments in educa 
tion, but experiments which become inno 
vation must be replicated by others. The 
B.El.Ed. programme is not recognised by 
many employing agencies, and those who 
obtained the B.El.Ed. have to run from pil 
lar to post to get a job. 

The case in point would be the Four-Year 
Degree Progranme (FYUP) introduced by 
Delhi University in 2012, and for some rea 
son, it was withdrawn in 2015. However, in 
2020, when the Government of India came 
up with its new National Education Policy 
(NEP 2020), the experimental FYUP of 
Delhi University was taken in toto by the 
NEP 2020. If the B.El.Ed. programme was 
such an innovative programme, then it was 
expected that institutions from India and 
abroad would adopt it for their universi 
ties--which has not happened. 

All the letters said to have come from 
across the globe are from friends of those 
in India who want to succeed or want to 
remain in currency because they have a 
global network. This 'hua hua cçlture of 
academics who make groups across the 
globe and support each other has worked 
for many decades. I guesst there is a govern 
ment in India now which is strong enough 
to sustain all such pressure and not tinker 
with the ITEP, which was introduced two 
years back. 

The experience of the last two years proves 
it is a step ahead. The ITEP has a very well 
thought-out structure. We may have difer 
ences of opinion about the structure and 
content of some of the courses, but this is 
just the beginning, and we have to wait to 
see how the NCTE designs its programmes 
and courses, which would be relevant for the 
nation and for those who want to serve the 
international community of children. The 
B.El.Ed. pass-outs had poor subject knowl 
edge relevant to handling children aged 6 to 
14 years, and now, with the three extra years 
added to schooling, teachers will require 
much different content as well as pedagogic 
experience to manage children at the Foun 
dation level, as suggested by NEP 2020. 

It was always believed that those who 
came to teacher education tookit as their third 
or fourth choice. However, the data of appli 
cants and their profiles have already proved 
that the best from the country are opting for 
ITEP after their Class 12, Moreover, it is now 
seen from experience that female candidates 
are outperforming males in the admission 
test for the ITEP, which is a concern of the 
present-day Government of India--to pro 
vide fair opportunity to the deserving, espe 
cially deserving female candidates. 

There is absolutely no doubt about the 
good experiment Delhi University did in starting the B.ELEd, but to put pressure to 

continue with it will be counter-produc 
tive. Teacher educators have learned some 
lessons from the B.El.Bd. programme, and 
I believe the NCTE is going to improve 

and progress based on the lessons learnt 
from the B.El.Ed. programme to make 
ITEP a more relevant programme for the 
present times. The Bachelor of Elemen 
tary Education programme has outlived 
its innovative element, and it's time we 
wind it up. NCTE must go ahead with its 
decision to discontinue the B.El.Ed. and 
offer ITEP (Foundation), and not make 
it BA/B.Ed; BSc/B.Ed.; or BCom/B.Ed. 
Foundation. 

The ITEP Foundation must be designed on the vision the Prime Min ister expressed on August 7, 2020, in his address to the teaching community. The PM had expressed serious concern about the importance of good and relevantly trained teachers for the Foundation stage, and he had also shown concern about the meagre salary that teachers of Founda tion education receive. He had also given a roadmap for teacher education in his Foundation Day address to the Indian Institute of Teacher Education (IITE) in Gandhinagar many years back Our ITEP Foundation must be designed on the vision of our Prime Minister. 
Dns epressed are personal 
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ECONOMY, 
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AND SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

The Trump 
administration's 

attempt to restrict 

chip exports 
to China may 
backfire 
triggering a 
rebalance in 
global tech 
space, trade 

and economy 

Essential (Overhaul 
Indian economy's structural vulnerabilities--reflected in trade deficits, increased reliance on the 

US, lack of innovation and jobless growth-necessitate a revamp in trade and industrial þolicy 
"ndia's trade deficit increased to USD 
94.26 billion in 2024-25 from the 
previous year's deficit of USD 78.39 

Lbillion. The country's trade deficit 
with China reached USD 99 billion in 
2024-25, up from USD 85 billion a year 
ago. In March 2025 alone, imports from 
China rose by 25 per cent. t. The surge in 
Chinese imports was driven by rising 
demand for electronics, EV batteries, 
solar cells, and key industrial inputs. As 
per the Global Trade Research Initia 
tive, China is Indias top supplier in all 
eight major industrialproduct categories. 
India imported USD 0l3.5 billion worth 

from China during 2024-25, of goods 

almost wiping out the USD 118.7 billion 
rernittance the Indians had sent home 
in 2023-24. 

India has emerged as one of the 
world's leading recipients of remittances, 
with a steep rise in inflows from USD 55.6 
billion in 2010-11 to USD 118.7 billion 
in 2023-24. The US emerged as the larg 
est sourCe, accounting for 27.7 per cent 
of total remittances in 2023-24, up from 
23.4 per cent in 2020-21. In 2023-24, 
India could attract only USD 71.35 bil 
lion as foreign direct investment (FDI). 
In the World Talent Ranking 2024, India 
ranked 58 globally, with a talent score of 
40.47--pushed down two places since 
the previous year (rank 56) and six places 
(rank 52) since 2022. A sharp inflow of 
remittances, coupled with declining tal 
ent ranking, suggests that India needs to 
focus on improving its investment cli 
mate and talent development strategies to 
enhance its competitiveness in the global 
talent market. 

The jobless growth model India has 
pursued since the 1990s has created 
many unemployed people in the coun 
try. According to economist Amit Bha 
duris conservative estimate (December 
2023), about 11 million people currently 
enter the labour force every year, with at 
least 20 million being part of carry-over 
unemployment from the past. Structural 
unemployment, which implies that the 
economy is not generating enough jobs to 
absorb the growing workforce, is another 

India must urgently negotiate with China to ensure the protetion of its thousands of MSMEs from Chinese imports 

major cause of concern for India. As these 
huge unemployed youths don't find suit 
able job opportunities in India, they are 
forced to migrate to other countries. 
Make in India: A Failure? 

The Modi government's flagship 
scheme, Make in India, has failed. 
Launched in 2014, it aimed to boost the 
manufacturing sector in India by enhanc 
ing existing India-based manufacturing 
companies and also by attracting invest 
ments from other countries by inviting 
global companies to 'Make in India. The 
share of value addition by the manufac 
turing sector was 15.9 per cent in 2023 
24, compared to 16.7 per cent of GDP (at 
constant price) in 2013-14. 

Again, in 2020, Production-Linked 

Initiative (PLI) schemes were introduced 
to boost manufacturing and to compete 
with China. Around 750 companies 
signed up to the PLI scheme. Firms were 
promised cash payouts if they met indi 

vidual production targets and deadlines. 
The hope was to raise the share of the 
manufacturing sector in the economy to 
25 per cent by 2025. 

As of October 2024, participat 
ing firms had produced USD 151.93 
bilion worth of goods under the pro 
gramme, only 37 per cent of the target 
that the government had set. India had 
issued just USD 1.73 billion in incen 
tives, or less than 8 per cent of the allo 
cated funds, since the plan's introduction. 
Manufacturing's share of the economy 
has decreased from 15.4 per cent to 14.3 
per cent, reports The Hindu. 

In 2024, China's goods exports stood 
at USD 3.58 trillion, compared to Indias 
USD 428 billion. Vietnam, despite its 
smaller size, reached USD 347 billion 
in exports. In growth terms, Vietnam's 
exports have jumped 983 per cent since 
2005--much more than India's 339 per 
cent growth. 

Crisis in Education and Innovation 

young 

no accident--it's a blueprint. But India is 
still grappling with fragmented policies, 

bureaucratic red tape, and an education 
system more attuned to memorisation 
than innovation. 

A study by Abhishek Waghmare 
reveals that just over one in 10 Indians 
have a higher education (which includes 
graduate and post-graduate degrees, or 
any equry Programme after the 
higher According to 
him, "In the early l990s, Indias higher 
education enrolment rates were similar 
to those of China. But in the two decades 
that followed, China made big strides, 
and more than seven in 10 young Chi 
nese adults are now in higher education, 
as compe i to three out of ten Indian 

This difference in approach is 
reflected in the achievements in innova 
tion. The Global Innovation Index (GII), 
published by the World Intellectual Prop 
erty Organisation (WIPO), ranks world 
economies according to their innovation 
capabilities. China ranked 1 1 among the 
133 economies featured in the GII 2024, 
while India ranked 39h. 

In terms of R&D expenditure also, 
China is far ahead of India. Since 2000, 
China's R&D investment has surged 
nearly 18 times to USD 723 billion in 
2023. It amounted to 2.6 per cent of Chi 
nas GDP. In 2020, Indias R&D expen 
diture amounted to only 0.6 per cent of 
India's GDP. 
Urgent Revamp 

Analysts observe that India and 
China took divergent paths in building 
their future workforces. China banked 
on structured skill development, deep 
tech investment, and a relentless push 
for merit-based advancement. It paid of. 
From dominating supply chains to 
ing in Al and engineering, Clhinas rise is 

India must urgently negotiate with 
China to ensure the protection of its 
thousands of micro, small, and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs)-considered as the 
backbone of the Indian economy-from 
Chinese imports. 

lead 

India needs technology to engage 
millions of unemployed youths to 'make 
for India to serve its fairly large domes 
tic market. Total reliance on US tech 
nology will make the nation completely 
dependent ona few US companies. From 
Microsoft to Meta, Apple to Uber, cloud 
computing to AI, Google to Mastercard, 

much of the day-to-day technology used 
by Indians is American. Analysts con 
template that theTrump administration's 
attempt to restrict chip exports to China 
may backfire, potentially boosting Chi 
nese innovation and market share. These 
restrictions could accelerate China's chip 
industry development, ultimately under 
mining US competitiveness in the global 

semiconductor market. 
Instead of depending fully on the 

USA, India should explore alternative 
suppliers. Putting all the eggs in one bas 
ket is a risky strategy. 

Views expressed are personal 
mi 
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Are academies readying to leave America? 
GRACE KAO 

bout a nmonth ago, I learned 
that three colleagues were 
leaving Yale for the Univer 

professor Oronto. Philosophv 

Jason Stanley, history pro 
fessors Timothy Snyder and Marci 
Shore are not only senior scholars at 
Yale, all three study fascism. Stanley 
appeared in many media outlets 
The Guardian, PBS, The Atlantic, etc. 

explicitly noting that America's 
slide into authoritarianism and fas 
cism is a major impetus for his 
departure. 

A 

Are their departures a sign of an 
impending mass exodus of American 
academics to other countries or are 
they simply three of the many faculty 
members that move from institution 
to instiution every year? Given Stan 
ley's detailed exposition about the 
reasons for his leave, it's worth con 
sidering whether the shift in the polit 
ical clinmate in the US has prompted 
American scientists to look elsewhere. 
Moreover, are non-academics consid 
ering lea ing their American lives? 

Nature, a major science journal, 
conducted a poll in late March 2025 
and found that among 16,000 respon 
dents, 75 per cent were considering 
leaving çhe US because of the changes 
from his administration. While this is 

lng number, polls that rely on 
participants can lead to 

misle ading results. Basic statistics 
teaches us that it's best to rely on a ran 
dom sampie of respondents or even 
better, a complete census. Still, we can 

learn something about the rationale 
for people's planned departure. 

an 

sel 

Many of the respondents were 
younger scholars, who see the disap 
pearance of viable scientific careers. 
In the US, funding for the sciences via 

government agencies like the Nation 
al Institutes of Health, National Sci 
ence Foundation and the National 
Center for Education Statistics have 
been severely cut. Staff at scientific 
agencies have been slashed, and 
grants to universities have been cut 
and threatened. Right now, $2 bilion 
to Harvard, $400 million to Columbia 
and $800 million in USAID funding to 
Johns Hopkins among many others 
have been cut. In addition, Harvard's 
tax-exempt status is at risk. 

Still, I realize that most people do 
not work in this sector and haven't yet 
felt these changes first-hand. The 
question remains whether Americans 
elsewhere are also imagining a life 
outside of the US. 

The Harris Poll conducted a sur 
vey with a random sample of approx 
imately 2,000 Americans in August 
2024, November 2024 and February. 

2025. Anyone can download the 
results of this survey from their web 
site. Here are a fevw highlights for me. 

Fifty-two per cent of Americans 
in the Harris poll dream of a better life 
outside of the US. This percentage 
was higher for younger (Generation 
Z) respondents (63 per cent) and His 
panic (61l per cent) and Black respon 
dents (57 per cent). They did not 
report numbers for Asian Americans. 

Reasons given by respondents 
for considering moving outside of 
the US include "seeking a more 
affordable cost of living" (86 per 
cent); "living elsewhere that aligns 
with my values and beliefs" (81 per 
cent); "personal growth and well 
ness" (80 per cent); and "escaping 
political or social instability" (78 per 
cent). The high percentages for each 
response suggest that the majority 
ticked all of these categories. "Val 
ues" and "escaping political and 

social instability" ranked highly 
among the rationales for leaving. 

Of course, the average American 
is unhappy about high inflation and 
their overall sense of financial securi 
ty. Many are worried about price 
increases that will come with rises in 
tariffs. Only 21 per cent of Americans 
feei confident in their preparations for 
their financial well-being and retire 

ment. Fifty-five per cent feel that they 
are struggling to reach this goal. 

Overall, these figures are alarming. 
The US has traditionally beena receiver 
of immigrants. Specifically, in 2023, 15 
per cent of Americans, or about 51.3 
million of its 334 million people were 
born outside the US. The US receives 
the highest number of immigrants, but 
it is not the nation with the largest pro 
portion of foreign-born residents. 

The second most popular country of 
destination for immigrants is Ger 
many, where 17 million of its 84 mil 
lion total population are foreign-born. 
Immigrants account for 20 per cent of 
the German populace. Compare this 
to South Korea, where 2.5 million of 
about 52 million people were born 
abroad. This is just under 5 per cent 
of its population. 

As an aside, there are also many 
YouTube videos instructing older 
Americans about the virtues of retir 
ing abroad. The attraction is that 
health insurance is more readily avail 
able in wealthy countries than in the 
US, especially for those under 65. The 
US provides health insurance under 
Medicare for those over 65. Some of 
these retirees also argue that housing 
can be more affordable. 

Where does this leave us? \Wil the 
US shift from a country that welcomes 
people from other countries to one 
that sends its citizens abroad?I think 
once Americans realize how dificult 
it is to emigrate, fantasies of living 
abroad might dissipate. Still. it's dis 
turbing that so many people are 
entertaining the idea of living else 
where. No matter what. I hope more 
Americans cho0se to travel abroad -
only 5l per cent of Americans have a 
valid passport. Of course. WoTies 
about crossing the US border mighe 
drive people to watch iraelvide0s on 
Youl'ube instead. 

(The wTiter is an SM ororeSor or sCelouy 
and professorof etnncy ce nd Mgraion 
it Yale University. TheviwsNDreseg hera 

are che wricorS own) 
The korea Herld ANN 
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Maha Hindi U-turna lesson 
he decision of the Maharashtra government to stay its own order to 
make Hindi mandatory as a third language for students of classes I to 

V in Marathi and English medium schools despite wholehearted sup 
port from the ruling alliance, including the Shiv Sena, reflects the fragility 
of the policy to impose language on an unwilling people. 

T 
As per the new decision, Hindi will not be made compulsory and the third 

language in Marathi and English medium schools will be left optional. The 
options will offer Hindi as well. The decision follows stiff resistance from 
the Opposition parties and regional groups, and the state government's lan 
guage consultation committee's appeal to chief minister Devendra 
Fadnavis to revoke the decision. 

It is unimaginable that Hindi should be facing opposition to its introduc 
tion in schools in a state where the people have never felt that language to 
be alien to them. In fact, the state hosted and nurtured Bollywood, the 
international brand ambassador of the language. Indeed, the people there 
felt that Hindi films not only entertained them but also told their stories to 
the world. 

India is a country of diversities in every aspect of human behaviour, lan 
guage included. Anything human is welcome in this land except when 
forced. The founding fathers and mothers had realised this fact and hence 
the deliberate attempt in the Constitution to ensure that every human 
being is provided with the opportunity to grow one's potential in ways they 
are most comfortable with. That the rights of the meek are not trampled by 
the mighty was the guiding principle. 

Tamil Nadu chief minister M.K. Stalin has been fighting a running battle 
with the Union government against the latter's attempts to use Central 
funding as tool to impose its will and policies on states, including its pref 
erence for Hindi. The Maharashtra goyernment's decision endorses Mr 
Stalin's stand. This must now force policymakers at every level to open 
their eves and train themselves to be mindful of the hard realities on the 
ground while taking decisions. 
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Unpackingthe real 
reasons behind 

student fragility 
PC SAIDALAVI 

Iragility has become a buz-
Hzword among educators 

describing studentsin the 
aftermath of Covid-19. The Ox-
ford English Dictionary defines 
'fragile' asnotstrong and likely 
to becomne ill or sick'yet when 
teachers label their students 
fragile, they almost always re 
fer to mental well-being rath-
er than their physical health. 
It is often lamented that the 
pandemic generation of stu-
dents is lost". 

How were they lost? They 
missed out on peer learning, 
socialisation, interpersonal en-
gagement, and the intimacy of 
in-person interaction. Instead, 
they were glued to the screen. 
With social mingling restrict-
ed, their connections were 
virtual-and those measures 
have had devastating effects 
on their learning, personal de-
velopment, and mental health. 

Learning is a mneasurable 
yardstick. During Covid, stu-
dents learned less. They ab 
sorbed less from teachers and 
even less from theirpeers. This 
was visible across the spec 
trum. A student entering the 
undergraduate programme 
seemed to have learnt very lit 
tle through two years of higher 
secondary schooling. They are 
clueless about topics once com 
monin school, a viewshared by 
teachers at every level. 

Ona daily basis, we encoun 
ter students who feel like fish 
out of water. They struggle 

articulate their distress. 
Schools and universities have 
responded to this crisis by 
appointing counsellors--but 
those counsellors are over-
booked and overwhelmed. 
Assignment deadlines slip, 
extension requests multiply, 
and exhaustion is rampant. 
All my colleagues worry end-
les: essly over students' vùlnera" bility-even a looming exam or 
a firm deadline can trip them 
into crisis. Asteachers, we hear 
their requests and empathise. 

to 

Yet, I have been wondering 
ifour students are more fragile 
than usadults. Adults also en-
counteredisolation during the 
pandemic. We too lost social 
contact, felt lonely, and lacked 
the daily virtual sessions that 
kept the students connected. 
Sois Covid the sole culprit?The 
answer appears to be no. 

Life is hard; parents have 
long told children, recount-
ing their own travails and 
tribulations to highlight mod-

ern comforts. Compared to 
our parents' or grandparents' 
lives -in amenities and living 
standards--we have come a 
longway. Iflife has always been 
hard, can we blame all fragil 
ity on Covid? Probably not. 
Perhaps the pandemic merely 
accelerated a crisis brewing 
for years. 

In the past decade, mobile 
phones and the Internet have 
exposed everyone-even those 
in remote communities-to 
life beyond their immediate 
surroundings, as Assa Doron 
and Robin Jeffrey noted. Cov 
id thrust open these doors to 
youngsters. Every parent had 
to ensure that their wards had 
access to a smartphone and 
the Internet. With this tech 
nologisation of society, as Cal 
Newport notes, our attention 
span has reduced, becoming 
increasingly less able to de 
vote our time to important 
tasks without being distracted. 
The urge to look at the screen 
is irresistible. 

Yet, our teaching methods 
have barely changed. We still 
rely heavily on lecture-style 
classrooms. How can we adapt 
educational methods with the 
technologisation of society? 

We must involve students 

more actively in learning. 
The first impediment to such 
practices seems to bethe class 
room structure. They are not 
architecturally designed to 
encourage sitting together in 
groups, f s, fosteringpeerlearning 
and discussions, and cheering 

interpersonal engE 
They follow an 
tic approach, relegating peer 
learning and socialisation to 
outside the classrooms. 

In a technologised society, 
our youngsters have become 
increasingly alone outside 
the classroomns, more glued 
to their smartphones and 

lpig styles in the alter 
virtual worlds and 

nate world. We as teachers 
need now to create more op 
portunities for peer learning 
and socialisations inside the 
classrooms more than ever. 
If we do not become suc 
cessful in achieving that, we 
will continue to blame our 
young people, calling them 
fragile and vulnerable. The 
problem is deep and structur 
al, and we, as teachers, have a 
big role to play. 

(The writer is an assistant 
professor, Department of 
Sociology, Shiv Nadar 
University, Delhi-NCR) 
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SCROLL, CLICK & STRUGGLE: STUDENT 
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS ONLINE 

DR SANKU BOSE 

or today's students, social 
media is as ubiquitous as 
the classrooms they study 
in. Platforms like Instagram, 

Facebook, Snapchat, WhatsApp, and 
Discord are not just tools for commu 
nication... they've become central to 
how today's generation form identi 
ties, nurture friendships, consume 
information and express themselves. 
This constant connectivity has given 
rise to a critical debate: Is social media 
silently undermining student mental 
health, or can it be harnessed to sup 
port emotional well-being? 

The statistics paint a complex pic 
ture. In India, a national survey found 
60% of children between the ages of 
nine and 17 spend more than three 
hours daily on social media or gaming 
platforms. Such levels of engagement 
raise immediate red flags for psycholo 
gists and educators alike. International 
research has shown that adolescents 
who spend more than two hours a day 
on social media are nearly three times 
more likely to experience depression. 
The Royal Society for Public Health 
in the UK found Instagram and Snap 
chat, in particular, were asso ciated 
with increased anxiety, poor sleep 
quality, body image concerns, and 
feelings of loneliness. The emerging 
pattern is clear: excessive or unregu 
lated use of so cial media correlates 
strongly with diminished mental well 
being among young people. 

Real-life cases have often drawn 
media attention. Amanda Todd, a 
Canadian teenager who took her own 
life in 2012 after enduring relent 
less cyberbullying and blackmail, left 
behind a haunting YouTube video 
that detailed her struggle. Her story 
became a global wake-up call on the 
dangers of online harassment. More 
routinely, thousands of students 

report everyday psychological dis 
tress tied to online experiences: the 
pressure to appear perfect, the sting 
of exclusion from group chats or 
events, and the anxiety ofbeing con 

or "liked" stantly )uohe both inaccurate Yet, it 
and unfair to dismiss social media as 

destructive force. The same 
forms that can trigger insecurity 

also offer community and support. 
During the isolation of the Covid 

19 pandemic, many students turned 
to digital spaces to mai aintain friend 
ships, seek mental health information, 

and join support groups. For students 
struggling with social anxiety or living 
in conservative or unsupportive envi 

often ronments, online communities o 

provide the first safe space where they 

can speak openly about mental health, 
challenges. Plat identity, or pegand Instagram host forms like 

a wide range of mental health sup 

port forums, mindfulness content, and 

peer-to-peer care networks that are 

often more accessible than traditional 

resources. 

The real issue, then, is not the pres 

ence of social media, but the nature 

of the engagement. Passive scrolling 
-perfect lives can fuel through picture-p 

feclings of inadequacy and disconnec 
tion. However, active participation, 
whether through creative expres 
sion, joining positive communities, 

or following mental health advocacy 
content, can foster resilience and con 
nection. A study among medical stu 
dents at Vydehi Institute of Medical 
Sciences and Research Centre, White 
field, Bangalore said those who used 
social media for more than four hours 
a day had significantly lower well 
being scores than those who used it 
for under two hours. Importantly, the 
quality and intent of usage were key 
indicators-those who used social 
media for academic collaboration or 

emotional support reported better 
outcomes than those who used it for 
passive consumption or comparison. 
Again, the key differentiator here was 
the intent, and not usage alone. 

Fortunately, there are grow 
ing efforts to guide students toward 
healthier digital habits. In India, the 
Kerala government's Jeevani' men 
tal health programme has deployed 
trained counsellors across colleges to 
offer psychological support, using dig 
ital platforms to widen access and raise 
awareness. Some universities now host 

digital detox' weeks or run student 
led mental health campaigns on Ins 
tagram, where the e medium becomes 
the message-used creatively to share 
stories, normalise help-seeking behav 
iour, and build emotional literacy. 

Students need guidance 
in developing a mindful 
relationship with technology, 
one that encourages critical 
thinking about the content 
they consume and the 
personas they portray 

Globally, schools and colleges are 
integrating digital wellness into their 
Curricula, helpng sd teaching them 

students recognise 
unhealthy patterns 
to set boundaries. AI-powered chat 
bots offering first-line psychological 

heing developablity. aid are also b breaking 
barriers of stigma and 

For parents and educators, the 
focus must shift from restriction to 

education. Rather than banning apps 
or enforcing strict screen time lim 
its--which often backfire-conversa 
tions around emotional well-being, 
empathy, digital etiquette, and self 
regulation can be far more impactful. 
Encouraging hobbies, outdoor activi 
ties, and offline social interactions can 
create a necessary counterbalance to 

online life. 
As the digital and physical worlds 

become increasingly intertwined, stu 
dents must learn to navigate both with 
equal care. By teaching young people 
to use social media mindfully and 
meaningfully, were not just protecting 
their mental health, we're empowering 
a generation to thrive in both the d 
tal and real worlds. 

digi 
The author is the Group CEO of Techno 

India Group, a visionary and an 
educator. Beyond his corporate role, he 

is also a nnentor who guides students 
towards resilience and self-discovery 
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Lessons forIndian universities from the Harvard-Trunprow 

KARAMUEET SINGH 
VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
GNDU, AMRITSAR 

HE recent con 
frontation 
between Harvard 
University and 
US President 

Donald Trump was not mere 
ly a legal disagreement -it 
was a modern-day parable 
about the struggle between 
academic freedom and politi 
cal control. The implications 
of this clash transcend bor 
ders and offer significant les 
Sons for ùniversities around 

the world, including India. 
At the centre of the contro 

versy is Harvard's principled 
refusal to dismantle its diver 
sity, equity and inclusion 
(DEI) programmes and sub 
mit to ideological audits 
demanded by the Trump 
administration. The Trump 
administration sought to 
monitor curriculum choices, 
faculty appointments and 

inter research directions 

ventions that would under 
mine Harvard's academic 

sovereigmty. 
In response, Harvard Uni 

versity filed a lawsuit against 

the US government, chal 

lenging the legality of freez 
ing federal grants worth over 
$2.2 billion. The university 
contended that the funding 
freeze was an act ofretaliation 
and warned that critical dis 
ease research and other key 
initiatives would be adversely 
impacted. Harvard's interim 
president, Prof Alan Garber, 
made it clear: the institution 
would not compromise its val 
ues, even if it meant losing 
federal support. 

Harvard's strength lies in 
endowment, reputation and 
philanthropy and its capacity 
to resist government pres 
sure was made possible by its 
deep financial foundations. 
The university operates on 
an annual budget of $6.5 bil 
lion, with $1.02 billion allo 
cated to research, including 
$674 million from US federal 
agencies. More significantly, 
its $53.2 billion endowment 
provides a cushion of inde 
pendence, contributing $2.4 
billion annually to its opera 
tions. Nearly 45 per cent of 
Harvard's revenue comes 

from philanthropy, while 16 
cent from 

research grants. 
This diversified funding 

model gives the university 
the flexibility to stand by its 
values without succumbing 

to political or bureaucratic 
dictates. 

per comes 

This philanthropic culture 

carries profound lessons for 
Indian higher education. In 

India, people generously con 

CHARACTER-BUILDING: Harvard University in confrontation with President Trump reflects the fragility 
of academnic freedom when institutions become political batlegrounds. REUTERS 

tribute to temples, gurdwaras 
and religious institutions as 
acts of faith and service. It is 

time to extend this spirit of 
giving to our universities and 
educational institutions, 
which play a vital role in 
nation-building. 

Educational institutions 
should be seen as sacred sites 
of knowledge and social uplift 
and they must increasingly 
be funded by philanthropists. 
When institutions are sup 
ported by the community 
through alumni, corporate 
CSR, individual donors and 
civil society - they gain not 
only financial autonomy but 
also become more account 
able, trarnsparent and socially 
relevant. 

CK CROSSWORD 

India's public universities 
face their own set of pres 
sures ranging from finan 
cial constraints and adminis 
trative interference to 

Harvard draws 45% 
ofits revenue from 

donors. Indian 
universiti�s should 

similarly engage 
alumni, corporates 
and philanthropic 

foundations to 
create endowments 

and support 
research. 

curriculum standardisation. 
While the context is differ 
ent, the core issue remains 
the same: how to preserve 
the university as a space for 
independent inquiry and 
ethical leadership. 

Although the government 
is playing a critical and a 
crucial role in nation-build 
ing, it is important to recog 
nise that institutions of 
higher learning 'must main 
tain a balanced distance 
from political. influence. 
Autonomny is not just a priv 
ilege; it is a precondition for 
academic excellence. 

The Harvard episode offers 
key lessons for Indian acade 
mia to secure its future. First. 
ethical and courageous lead 
ership is crucial. University 
administrators must embody 
integrity and fearlessness, 
standing firm on academic 
values despite extermal pres 

Their leadership 
should inspire trust and set 
an example for students and 
faculty. 

SUres. 

Second, financial independ-
ence through philanthropy 
must be pursued. Harvard 
draws nearly 45 per cent ofits 
revenue from donors. Indian 
universities should similarly 
engage alumni, corporate 
houses and philanthropic 
foundations to create endow 
ments, support research and 
enhance infrastructure. This 
financial cushion ensures 
autonomy and resistance to 
external influence. 

Third, transparent and 
inclusive governance is the 
foundation of institutional 
excellence. Decision-making 
must be participatory and 
merit-based, with respect for 
all voices -faculty, students 
and staff 

SU D0 

Fourth, fostering an envi 
ronment of free dialogue is 
essential. Universities should 
be safe spaces for open 
debate, dissent and knowl 
edge pursuit, where intellec 
tual diversity is valued. 

Lastly, reviving indigenous 
knowledge systems (IKS) is 
vital for a globally competi 
tive yet locally rooted educa 
tion. Re-integrating Indas 
ancient wisdom. sciences, 
languages and philosophies 
into curricula will create a 
holistic education system. 
This fusion of global and local 
knowledge will help develop 
scholars who are deeply con 

nected to their Culture and 
prepared for the world. 

The teachings of Guru 
Nanak Dev offer a timeless 
guide rooted truth (sach), 
fearlessness (nirbhau) and 
contemplation (vichar). He 
opposed itualism, casteism 
and corruption, advocating 
instead for education based 
on justice, compassion and 
equality. His words -"Pothi 
Parmeshar ka thaan" (The 
book is the abode of the 
Divine) - remind us that 
knowledge is sacred when it 
upholds truth. 

Indian education must 
draw from such spiritual 
roots while also engaging 
global best practices. This is 
not about conflict, but mean 
ingful collaboration with soci 
ety, industry and alumni. Our 
universities must be seen as 
temples of knowledge, 
deserving of philanthropic 
support for research, innova 
tion and inclusive growth. 

The Trunp-Harvard con 
flict is a mirror relecting the 

fragility of academic freedom 
when institutions become 

political battlegrounds. Indi 
an universities must not wait 

for a crisis to define their 
character. We must act with 

foresight, and integrity 
courage to not just teach, 
but also to lead. 

Let our universities become 
temples of knowledge and 
fortresses of truth, capable of 
serving both national aspira 
tions and global good 7 

FORECAST 
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A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate 

Uproar over rising fee in private schools in Delhi has revived a question: 
How can education be made accessible without compromising on quality? 

Targeting private 
schools won't help 

The demand for good government schools should 
not be an argument against private schools. Reform 
requires taking on vested interests in government 

MANISH SABHARWAL 

IN 1959,A wonderful essay by Ram Manohar 
Lohia suggested that powerful people have 
caste, wealth, and Engisheduhi 

antid 
nimproinglpdia'sfree K-12 schooleduca-

ion. Butthis opportunity has been sabotaged 
by flailing govemment schools; the share of 
India's children attending a govemment school 
has now declined to 45 percent. This number 
is85 per cent in the US, 90 Per centu 
and 95 per cent in Japan. Prollcyle 
recting the ancchogls through higher to sell latorvcholesterol must proceed with cau 
tion-the most expensive school is no school. 

Good K-12 schools not only represent our 
bocthet forimproving socialmobility but dre 
also imperative in he newwordojedu 
skills, work, and jobs. In the o 

omthing. In the new cation, Googe K euervthing, In the old 
world, A ioskills. the objectivewas to prepare, in 
the newworld, the objective is to repair and 
upgrade In the old world of 
work, employment was a 
lifetime contract. In the new 

world, employment 1 d 
Short, nenrdof 
lationsh1 policymakers and edu 
cators could predict where 
jobs would be in the next 
decade; in the newworld. all 

market predictions seem to 
have thc emtanty.in 
rcading work dan 
the new s, dirty, repetitive, and 
Rncomplicated jobs will in 
creasingly be done by soft 
ware and machines 

DIS/AGREE 
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES 

The low student enrol 
veroment ment shae not fatelt 

schoodsoot for tlhe cen 
landstate govemments in 
the first 45 ycars after 

Independence, and he net -hsnges like 
25 years were osher salaries, and 
SInaller clsssons Jhis second nisS 
highert 

warnng against the overseling of ran 

lsed control trals by econos 
flersolutions t}hal are ollene Somne of 
alable, generalisable, or repe btinsuf 
the tactical hnges V systemauC reform of gover 
ficient Wnoríommance manigement 
nance a 

Performance 
management is often 

edge, planning capacity, communication, 
feedback abilities, collaboration, and a drive 
towards excellence Classroom management 
needs assessment through observation of 
teaching andleaming(teachingotten occ instruc 
Honal differentiation (for process, product, 
and learning styles), and communication 
(clarity, questioning. and responsiveness). 

enuated with teacher attend 
teacher needs to be evaluated 

Govermance ismainly about controlling re 
sources, but it should also be about learning. 
planning, design, responsiveness to students, 

parentinvOlvemen,tn ning feedhad 
nabiliv(both fomal and informal), rolemod 
elling, and fair decision-making. Currently, 
government school governance confuses 
school buildingswithbuilding schools: almost 
4 lakh of our 15 lakh schools have fewer than 
50 students (70 per a 18Kand1lrtarlh 
China bas a similar number of students to 
India butithas30 per cent ofour schools State 
govermments must consolidate schools (this 

will reduce the teacher shortage and multi 
gade teaching), dump opaque transfer poli 
ües(inasystemwhere tenuredfor 

The notion tlhat the 
failurc of government 

schools can be overcome 
by higher rcgulatory 

cholesterol for private 
schools ignorcs rising 

costs, Thc cynical 
confiscation of capacity 

mnment) øant budget lex 
ibility and delegate funds, functions and func 
tionaries away from state capitals. 

fronn private 
entreprencurs (RTE 

takes away 25 per cent) 

fecls like a policy 
surendcer to a tragecdy 
wherc poor pcople are 
paying noncy to avoid 
somehing that is free. 

Excellence ingovemment schools requires 
substantive performance management. In 
other words, a lear or raling and nope Olns 

bOx-ticking best captured by 
theTamil aphorism,Naan ad 
duchamaadri addikyeren, nee 

arrara maadri aru (l will pre 
tend as ifl am beating you, 
youpretend as yoncom 
petent teachers, benefiting 
from the status quo ofgovem 
ment schools, insist that 
progress requires more pa 
tience, time, and money, 
the cuist like Indian 
socialism failed its poor. 

My yearning for better 
govemment schools is not an 
argument against private 

schools ( attendeda one): 
to demand, the post-1947 
policy errors in primary edu 
cationwould have been cata 
strophic or India's human 

capital, the software industry, and corporate 
India. The notion higher reg 
ltewcholesterol for private schools ignores 

nsing costs, including higher teacher salanes, 
skyrocketing constuction costs, and inTeas 
Ingland prices. The cynicalconfiscation of ca 

pacity Irom private entrepreneus( y sumender Jway 25 perce noor people are pay1ng 
monev to.avoid something that is free. It 

should, instead, be a catalyst for adding qual 
ity to wat is frec. 

he challenges ot govemiment sdhools are 
(competence : Abraham 

(skills and scores)enl). Scores can be hardly uniquet it an election lorm describing 
and classtOOoncontinuous assessments nion as "defcctive", But it's time to 
measurca Das -Vear exams. Sk1lls and concepts are 
barder in a world where soft skills -

risk-taking. 
nous, courageouS, Coniere also 

laboraive and cOlr ompetence in 
hard skills. Judging 

volves evaluating student unteraction, knowl 

take on the vested interests in govemment 
schools that steal the future of our young 

Chuldren lhave only onc chance to grow 

Theriter is co-founder ofTeamlease Services 

Remake the 
government school 

Only a quality publiceducation system 
can offer an alternative to elite schools 

with exorbitant fees 

ANITA RAMPAL 

APRIL HAS BEEN a tumultuous month. 
School results have been declared; large 
numbers were detained in government 
schools, especially in Class Xl, to stop them 
from doing badly in Class Xll and tarnishing 
the recordofschools. Poor families are in de-
Spairaboutwhat lies alhead. Havingtried, of-
tenunsuCesstuyeS nschooling| 
know the problems - the distances to the 
centres forenrolment, practical sessions and 
examinations -which poor families cannot 
handle. This year, elite schools have held back 
children in Classes Vl and VIl; the Right to 
tauaonkiE)l excent in 
CassesVandVilL. Parents cormplained butno 
action seems to have been taken. 

For those promoted to the next class, the 
new quarterly fee slips have brought shocks. 
Upper middle-class parentsare protestingon 
srhonls Students of Delhi Public School, 
Dwarka, whose guardians 
questioned the increased 
fee, were harassed, even 
barred from using the can 
teen and meeting friends. 
The Deng the 

school was working "like a 
money-making machine", 
and forbade discrimination. 
But discrimination is writ 

large in our system. 
w. the Dellhi 

Police are setto make an en 
try, with"a knock on the 
door" at the home of any 
child who may have drop-
pedoutofagoveminentse 

LIne has dineted the automatic 
sharing of data on school 
dropouts cvery six months 
with the Delhi Police. 
Dataveillance and data pri 
vacy aresnchrs that nced legal re 
dress. As per a report ("Delhi Police to check 
ongovt school dropoUts, for counsclling. ca-
reerIE Apnl 22), thenewgovenmment dis-

nd te nt of those uNo in ames 
weefis-tuners; the olice vill track down 
the droouts who are doing nothng" and 
"counsel" them towards abetter caner. 

with respect for their knowled 

We kow the iniport of a "knock on tlhe 

door by he pou mng 
vhen scemingly noble intentions essen 
tialise "drupouts" as potental coiminals or 
drug puslhers 

CR Sasikumar 

Schools lael and nonaisees sifbng of 

our chldren uy hedour by tUe sys 
tem Children do not decide to drop out of 
their ownvoliuon Thcy are not unduded wih 
dignity and care in the process of school1ng 

Governments 
compronmise with 
quality, offer poor 

schools to the poor. 
A few tokenistic 

'nodel' schools have 
been set up. This has 

given way to ie 
commercial market 

witlh a nnore deeply 

on and overwhelmed with rou 
tines that make little sense, they are humili 
ated by being called"slow learmers".This can 
happen to any child, whether from an edu 
cated fanmily or a first-generation learner. 
When children from privileged families find 
their schoollessons uninteresting or feel de 
motivated, thesysler mesin ways that 
are questionable. We have questioned why 
ofiial data on "dropouts" states the reason 

as "children being disinterested in studies" 
ratherthan acceptingthat"children find their 
studies uninteresting". Moreover, those de 
prived ofsupport and resources at home are 
also those who unjusty and an enriching 
learming environment. 

e 

stratificd private 

System-ranging ron 
cxorbitant fec-charging 
intemational sclhools to 
'low-cost' private schools 

'for the poor'. 

thein 

The Constitution calls forequity and socal 
justice, with free educaion forall, to nurture 
democraqy.The RTE Act came 60years later. 
RTE is, however, not being implemented in 

wthecontent of 

measurescoaichunholds 
standardised tests that derain children in 
Classes Vand VIL. RTE originally mandated 
school-based continuous assessment as part 
of learning. and no centralised testing till 
lass VILThe NEPenvisages pushing halfthe 

drenntovoaonding has been di 
rected to a fewexemplarschools, centralsup 

port to the public system in 
states is deTeasing and bet 
ter-performing states are 
beingpeSier 
ofthe NEP. 

irements 

from exorbitant fee charging intemat lsor the aIssed with Delhi Police the list ol dropousnThiscouldendupgeaing d1fferences 

How many of us from 
the educated middle cdasses 
have protested for free pub 
Moct cunties wewish to 
be in competition withhave 
longestablished good-qual 
ity public education sys 
tems. Indeed, how many of 
us have demanu un 
eaual straifed government 
school system? Goverm 
ents compromise wvithqual 
ity and equity, ofler poor 
sdhools to the poor within 

ddequAlongside this, a 
few tokenistic "model 

schools have been set up.This has given way 
to the commercial market, with a more 
decply stratified private system -ronging 

among children: On the one hand, students 
wlggaduate fromelitesdhools withakow 
edee of Science, Mathennatis Jnd EngiSI, 
while on the other, the not so nal skills. 
Childrenin govemment schools want shared 
snacs to leumabout and fromeachoUher.ui 
culdrenshould slhare similar kndsof schools 
so that poor children can improve ther un 
derstanding andleamtotgto those in 

Snot liste nununent schools 

The writer is professor, DU and•ormmer 
dhairperson, NCERI pnmirtees 
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CIVIC 
ETHOS 

KDP RAO 

THE WRITER 
IS A FORMER 

ADDITIONAL CHIEF 
SECRETARY OF 
CHHATTISGARH 

Ethical education 
is already 
embedded in 
the education 
systems of major 
economies of 

the world; ndia 
just needs to 
follow suit 

Elics Belore Excellence 
n an era of rising injustice and moral erosion, ethical education must be wrgently 

integrated into curricula to nurture responsible, compassionate Indian citizens 
"niversal ethical values such 
as compassion, love, fairness, 
and respect for human rights, 
which have guided us through 

the ages, appear to be under threat in 
today's 'advanced' world. We witness an 
increase in systemic injustice, violations of 
human rights, corruption in public ofices, 
corporate scams, cybercrimes, and what 
not not to mnention ruthless anthro 
pogenic activity leading to irreversible 
damage to the environnment. Have we con 
veniently ignored Aristotelian virtue in 
our rapacious quest for excellence'? 

What would we pass on to our pos 
terity? A legacy and a culture nurtured 
by ethical values? Or self-serving, perfidi 
ous formulae to achieve material gains at 
the cost of human well-being? These are 
pertinent questions be addressed - if 
only we do not want to re-enact Hobbes's 
'state of nature where life was 'nasty, short, 
and brutal 

Here comes the relevance of ethics � 
the foundation for the existence of any 
society. How best we can ensure ethical 
values and practices to address dilemmas 
in personal, professional, and societal con 
texts is the challenge today. 

A study by Torney-Purta et al. (2001), 
IEA Civic Educatiorn Study, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, underscores that new global 
realities call for a major reconsideration by 
educators and policymakers of how young 
people are being prepared to participate in 
democratic societies in the early 21" cen 
tury, in order to preserve democratic val 
ues and institutions. 

Ethical education in India has hardly 
received the required primacy over aca 
demic excellence, for it has always been 
understood more as a principle than a 
practical pedagogic pursuit. The NEP 2020 
emphasised the importance of fostering 
ethical values in education, aiming to culti 
vate well-rounded individuals with strong 
moral foundations. Though it seeks to 
integrate ethical values across all levels of 
education- from curriculum design to 
teacher training and assesment there 
appears to be neither a structured frame 
work nor a detailed roadmap to translate 
the intent into action. 

On the other hand, ethical educa 
tion in the US and EU is oD a múch more 
advanced level, integrated into the basic 
structure of education at all levels, sup 
ported by federal as well as state initiatives. 
In K-12 schools (School Education), it is 
imparted through different pedagogic pro-
grams. The'Character Education' program 
promotes the "Six Pillars of Character" 

trustworthiness, respect, responsibil 
ity, fairness, caring, and citizenship - in 
assemblies and classroom discussions. 

'Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 

prograns in states like California, IIli 
nois, and New York focus on emotional 
intelligence and ethical decision-inaking. 

Ethics is the foundation for the existence of 

Civics and Citizenship Education' pro 
grams in states like Arizona and Florida 
teach democratic values, justice, and civic 
responsibility, with courses on subjects like 
fairness, equity, and the rule of law, and it is 
compulsory for students to pass the tests. 
'Digital Citizenship' education programs 
teach digital ethics, focusing on respon 
sible online behaviour, data privacy, etc. 

In the higher education system of 
the US, standalone dedicated courses are 
offered not only in STEM streams but also 

in professional programs like business and 
law. For instance, a Business Ethics course 
teaches corporate responsibility and ethi 
cal decision-making, whereas a Medical 
Ethics course focuses on 'rights, 
informed consent, and end_of.liHfa 

Many centres like the Markkula Centre 
for Applied Ethics (Santa Clara University) are integrating ethics across different disci 
plines. Under the 'Every Student Succeeds 
Ac' (ESSA), the US Department of Educa-
tion assists Character Education through 
grants and programs which encourage SEL 
and a positive school atmosphere. In Cali 
fornia and New Jersey, SEL or civics edu 
cation is even made mandatory. 

Extracurricular and Community-
Based Ethical Education is imparted 
through the engagement of students in 
community service projects and participa 
tion in groups like Model United Nations, 

Debate Clubs, or Ethics Bowl to learn 
empathy, civic responsibility, and discuss 
global ethical dilemmas. Presently, in view 
of growing concerns about AI and mis 
information, schools in the US have also 
incorporated AI ethics and media literacy 

into the curricula. 
According to ETHIKA, State of the Art 

Report, 2015, in six European countries 
- i.e., Austria, Croatia, Germany, Italy, 
Slovenia, and Spain� though ethics and 
values education is not uniform, ethical 

any society, and it should not be neglected by any education system 

themes and values such as willingness to 
help and support others, tolerance, multi 
culturalism, friendship, etc, were included 
at the pre-primary and kindergarten levels 
within diferent educational approaches 
and aligned with institutional guidelines. 
Support is provided to teachers in this 
regard by both public and private insti 
tutions in teaching skills and techniques. 

While Germany has a dedicated sub 
ject exclusively for ethics and ethical edu 
cation at the primary and secondary levels, 
other countries incorporate them as part of 
broader subjects such as Civic and Social 
Values, Citizen and Homeland Culture, or 
Religious Education. Additionally, NGOs 
and independent institutions provide con 
tent or courses dedicated to ethical educa 
tion, philosophy with children, dialogue, 
and reflective and critical thinking. 

However, both the US and the EU have 
their own challenges. In the former, decen 
tralised policies, cultural debates, resource 
disparities, polarisation, and academic 
pressures seem to inmpede the desired lev 
els of success; while in the latter, isolation 
ist and racist movements, and cultural, 
ideological, or religious differences often 
pose challenges. Nevertheless, ethical edu 
cation has been institutionalised and inte 

5aed nto the education systemn at all 
with active cooperation fom all 

stakeholders. 

A recent policy paper on Ethics and 
Values Education in Schools and Kìndergar 
tens � by the European Union, authored 
by Thomas Pfeil, Harry Underwood, et 
al underscores the need to inherently 
integrate ethics and values within school 
and education systems as a unified struc 
ture to address unprecedented challenges 
like migration and refugee crises, youth 
unemployment, the rise of populism and 
dominant identities, and digitalisation. 
The aim should be to stinnulate ethical 

reflection, awareness, responsibility, and 
compassion in children so that critical 
thinking and reflection can foster ethical 
decision-making in contrast to prejudice, 
discrimination, and unethical attitudes. 

According to Steve Johnson, Director 
of Alternative Education at Santa Clara 
University, California, character educa 
tion programs are a giant mutual-improve 
ment process involving students, teachers, 
administrators, parents, and other stake 

holders - and if integrated into the con 
tent and processes of instruction, schools 
can become models of ethical thought 
and values. 

In India, exclusive programs on ethi 
cal education hardly exist. Except for some 
professional courses in higher education, 
ethical education is not really a part and 
parcel of the general education system with 
a dedicated curriculum on ethics. Severe 
dearth of teachers, the increasing trend of 
meritocracy, commercialisation of edu 
cation, and social inequalities are serious 
issues that make ethical education difficult 
either to pursue or enforce. 

However, the policy decision through 
the NEP holds promise for the future, pro 
vided these issues are addresed earnestly. 
Although it is difficult to replicate the suc 
cessful examples from advanced countries, 
we can still make a difference in our own 

We need adequate financial and right. institutional support to integrate ethical 
education into the education system at all 
stages and ensure an ecosystem with sym 
ergy among educational institutions, 
society organisations, and stakeholders. 

civl 
In a multicultural, pluralistic society 

like India, adherence to ethical values cut 
ting across social and religious identities 
is the key to the unity and strength of the 
nation. Hence, the importance of ethical 
education. 

Views expressed are personal 
mah... *******s*.* 
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eper 

WALTZ OF OPPORTUNITIES & HURDLES 

pate 
on 

Industryacademia disconnect and lacklustre research domain are taking the sheen out of rapid 
expansion of higher education infra. Effective strategjes are needed tonavigate these barriers 

PROF. SOMAK RAYCHAUDHURY 

H 

lation 

HE story of higher education in 
India has been a complex interplay 
of opportunities and obstacles. 
Since the establishment of the ear 
liest universities at Calcutta, 

Madras and Bombay in 1857, India now has 
over 1,100 universities and 45,000 colleges, 
catering o over 4 crore students. In spile of this 
growth of over 70 times since Independence, 
India still has an enolment ratio of about 28 per 
cent, which is the lowest among G20 nations. 

e its yet the infrast1ructure to support meaningful 

On the one hand, there is the monumental 
challenge of stepping up enrolment for the 
under-privileged and the disabled, while on 
the other, India's educational institutions are 
struggling to link academic curricula with 
developing the skills needed for successful 
entty into the workforce. 

LACK OF QUALITY RESEARCH 
Key policy initiatives of the Indian Govern 
ment, including aspects of the National Edu 
cation Policy 2020, encourage a multidisci 
plinary approach to learning and flexible 
curricular structures, However, in a modern 
university, it is dificult to implement such 

sweeping changes without particular atten 
tion to the introduction of research and 

encouraging creative thinking. 
The main impediment here is the inade 

quale research ecosystem in most Indian col 
leges and universities. Research is the corner 
stone ofknowledge crealion and innovation, 

from laboratories to funding, 
!om mentorship to collaborative networks 
- is often limited or missing. Faculty are 
often overburdened with teaching responsi 
bilities and administrative work, leaving little 
time or incentive for serious research. 

nquirv 

According to the Ministry of Education, 
almost nine lakh students went abroad for 

higher education last year. These students 

have spent $60 billion (5.1 lakh crore) on 

acquiring education abroad in 2023. This ig 

ure has almost doubled from the $37 billion 

spent in 2019. This is more than 10 times the 

annual budget allocated by the Union Gov 

emment for Higher Education 44,090 crore 

or $5.2 billion) in 2023-24. 
This trend reflects the strong aspiration 

among ndian students to study abroad. While 

n factors such as global exposre, access 
to renowned faculty, and better job 
prospects play a role, the key attrac 

tion remains the world-class research 

infastructure and academic environment 

offered by international universities. 

In global rankings, Indian institutions 

Woften fall behind due to low-research output 

and poor citation impact, Worldwide, outside 

India, most of the research happens in uni 
versities and even Nobel Prize winners come 

from universities. Historically, in India, 

because of a complex set of reasons, research 

was separated from the university system. 

The thought was that because there were 

very few researchers in independent India, 

they needed to be protected from students 

and provided institutions that do only 

research. While India has largely moved 

away from this earlier approach, there is still 

a pressing need to strengthen our commit 

ment and further empower universities to 
undertake large-scale, cutting-edge research 
within their own campuses. 

Every year India produces millions of gradu 
ates, yet their employability has not kept 
up with these numbers. Acoording to the 
Mercer-Mettl India Graduate Skills Index 
2025, employability among Indian gradu 

ates has in fact fallen from 44.3% in 2023 
to 42.6% In 2024. 

Even the Economic Suvey of 2024 
2025 estimates that about 51.25% of 
the youth is deemed employable. 
ThËs is highy conceming for a nation 
aspiring to be a global hub of startups, 
research and innovatlon and A, f not the 
chosen destination for leaming for students 
from all over the world. 

The paradox of rlsing graduate numbers 
and low employability is rooted in an out 

Such an environment can spark intelectual 
curiosity among students and foster a deeper 
engagementwith the process of discovery. The 
lack of research infastructure 

can also be illed with 
innovative approaches 
like global partner 
ships and industry col 
laborations. 

MISSING LINK 
The tradition 
al academ 

THE EMPLOYABILITY PARADOX 

ic curricu 
lum 
most Indi 

in 

ar col 
leges 
remains 
largely theo 

Enhance 
Student 
Support 
Services 

Promote Holistlc 
Education ln 

SPUs 

05 

06 

04 retical and target 
ed towards a specific 
job. If you think of 
what Nalanda taught 
in the seventh-eighth 
centuries or even 

what Newton was taught 
at Cambridge in the 17th cen 
tury, there were no divisions between sub 
jects. Everybody had to learn some basic 

subjects - astronomy, law, literature, reli 
gion, mathematics. Divisions were essen 

tially made in the middle of the 19th centu 
ry, in places like Oxford and Cambridge. 

The purpose was to train people for certain 
specialised jobs. 

Create 
framework 

for multidisciplinary 
Educatlon and 

Research Unlversl 
tles (MERUs) 

dated pedagogy that prioritises rote learn 
ing over critical thinking. creativity, and 
problemsolving. Many students leave col 
lege without transferable skills, commun 
cation abilities, and the ability to solve the 
problems required to thrive in modem 

work environments. 

However, today education must com 

pletely change itself and focus on skills, on 

Moreover, many students look at 
college education primarily as a 
label Intended to secure jobs, 

and don't pay adequate atten 
tion to galning the skills required for 

the changing landscape of avallable Jobs. 

As employers Increaslngly adopt skil 
based hiring practices, the lack of job-ready 
Competencles among these graduates 
becomes even more apparent. 

IMPROVING 
QUALITY OF 

PEDAGOGY & 
CURRICULUM 

how to process information. There is a 
pressing need to embed skill-based and 
experiential learning into the heart of 

higher education. 

Measure Teach 
Ing Quality on a 
Semester Basis 

01 

03 

Vocational skills, 
digital literacy, 
entrepreneurship, 
and internships 
must be integrated 
into degree pro 

grammes to 
ensure that 

Ensure 
02 Relevance of 

Curriculum 

Emphasise 
Multdlsciplinary 

Educatlon and aca 
demlc Flexiblity 

gradu 
ates can 
transi 
tion 

smooth 
Iy from 

class 
Ioom to 

career: The Nation 
al Education Policy 
(2020) is visionary in 
this regard, placing 
strong emphasis on 
skill-oriented learn 

ing. Yet, traditional, the 
ory-heavy, examination 

driven model continues to dominate many 
institutions and must be fundamentally 
reimagined to align with the needs of a 
dynamic global economy. 
Universities must also build stronger part 

nerships with industry to align curricula 
with market needs. This includes guest lec 
tures by practitioners, project-based learn 
ing, real-world case studies and exposure to 
evolving technologies. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING 

The world today is increasingly complex and 
interconnected, and solving real-world pob 
lems requires the ability to draw on muliple 
disciplines. Yet, Indian higher education has 
long been siloed, with rigid boundaies 
between the arts, sciences, commerce, and 

engineering. As mentioned earlier, thir nas 
largely to make students ready •or specialisedF 
jobs such as mechanical engineer, data analyst, 
software developer, amongst others. 

Today, a professional may not be confined to 
one job profile they are expected to be 
dynamic and adaptable. 

Interdisciplinary education, which allows stu 
dents to study subjects across domains, fosters 
well-rounded thinking, creativity, and innova 
tion. At Ashoka University, or instance, we 
have embraced this liberal and interdiscipli 
nary model wholeheartedly. Studenls are 
encouraged to major one subject while 
exploring others. An example ofthis is major in 
Computer Science and Entrepreneuship. 

Such an approach helps students develop a 
broader perspective that is valued in every field. 

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT 
The quality of education is intrinsically linked to 
the quality of teaching. Unlortunately, teacher 
training and development are often overlooked 
in the Indian higher education system. We have 
often followed the template of going to universi 
ty at 18 and stopping to learn at 21. Teachers are 
also believed to know-all at 21, and often stop 
learning, keeping their intellectual growth stag 
nant. This cannot continue now. 

The world is changing fast not only for those 
graduating today but for everyone. Faculty 
membersneed ongoing opportunities to update 
their knowledge, adopt new pedagogical tools 
and engage with global academic trends. 

Equally important is the role of mentorship. 
Students thrive when they have access to lacul 
tywho can guude them not onlyacademically but 
also in terms of career choices, research opportu 
niies, and life skills. Structured mentorship pro 
grams, small class sizes, and close faculty-stu 
dent interaction can significantly enhance the 
learning experience and student outcomes. 

THE URBAN-RURAL DIVIDE 
Access to quality higher education is still large 
ly urban-centric in India. Students in rural and 
remote areas face systemic disadvantages-iom 
inadequate inrastructure to a shortage of 
trained faculty. While the penetration of Internet 
and digital learning has helped address some 
gaps, the school and college intrastuucture in tier 
23 cities demand immediate attention. 
Additionally, the overall enrolment in high 

er education must be significantly expanded. 
Currently, just over 4 crore students are 
enrolled in higher education institutions 
across the country, and India's Gross Enroll 
ment Ratio (GER) stands at 28.4% - well 
below the global average. Tb truly harness the 
potential of its young population, India must 
prioritise both the expansion and equitable 
distribution of quality higher educalion. 

This goal can be achieved through a multi 
pronged approach by establishing more 
higher education institutions, especially in 
underserved regions; encouraging a philan 
thropic mindset toward funding and support 
ing education; and signiñcanly expanding 
scholarships and financial aid to make higher 
education more accessible and inclusive. 

THE WRITER IS VC, ASHOKA UNIVERSITY, SONEPAI 
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SETTING NEW BENCHMARKS 
NEP 2020 Giving students the freedom to create their own leaningjoumey M. JAGADESH KUMAR 

"ATIONAL Edu 
cation Policy 
NEP) 2020 is a 
truly transforma 
tive policy that 

reimagines what learming in 
Indha could feel like. It 
reclaims something we've 
long overlooked: the joy of dis 
covering who you are through 
what you learn. 

Freedom, lexibility and 
choices are core to the policy. 
Students no longer have to 
pick a path and stay trapped in 
it. Why shouldn't someone 
blend economics with painting 
or physics with philosophy? It 
tells students that you are 
more than your stream. Go 
ahead, mix, match, explore. 

Multicisciplinary learning, 
flexible entry and exit, acceler 
ated and extended degree pro 
grammes and credit banks 
reflect a deeper trust in stu 
dents' agency. 

Life is unpredictable; NEP 
acknowledges that and 
builds a system where learn 
ers can pause, return, shift 
gears -and not be penalised 
for living real lives. 

EMBRACING 
MULTIUNGUAUSM 

Then there's the huge 
embrace of multilingualism. 
In this vision, language is pow 
er, identity, and incdusion- all 
rolled into one. 

Whether enabling learning 
in Indianlanguages or tapping 
into the cognitive richness of 
being multilingual, NEP advo 
cates that students should feel 
at home in their tongues -
and that no student should be 
locked out of learning because 
of a language barrier. 

about infrastructure or cur 
Hculum. It's about access. 
It's about who gets to dream 

and who is given the tools 
to chase those deams. And 

judging by the past few years, 
more are being handed those 
tools than ever. 

Students on the threshold of college can now experience a system that is less rigid and more open to accomodating their aspirations. 

Between 2014-15 and 2021 
22, enrolment among Sched 
uled Caste students grew by a 
striking 43.8%, clirmbing from 
46.06 lakh to 66.23 lakh. The 
growth in female SC enrol 
ment is even sharper, at 
50.9%. That's a silent reshap 
ing of the future for genera 
tions of families. 

The story is equally hearten 
ing among Scheduled Tribes. 
A 65.2% rise in overall enrol 

nent and an astonishing 

80.1% increase among female 
ST students. The data on OBC 
students shows that it rose 
by 44.24%, while female 
OBC participation 
surged by 49.3%. 
What do these num 
bers mean? They 
suggest that equity 
in education is 
unfolding on the 
ground. The direc 
tion is clear, and the 
momentum is strong. 

PUTTING 
TEACHERS IN THE 

SPOTUGHT 
Quality education isn'tjustThe policy emphasizes that no 

Multicisciplinary 
learning, flexible entry 

andexit, accelerated and 
extended degree programmes 

and creditbanks reflecta 
deeper trustin students' 

reform matters if the people at 
the front of the classroom are 
unsupported. So, it places 
teachers at the centre of this 
ecosystem, underlining pro 
fessional growth and the free 
dom to innovate. 

India's higher education 
system has achieved some 
thing remarkable in under a 
decade -a steady climb to 
global recognition. Back in 
2015, India had 6,241l accredit 
ed colleges. Past forward to 
2023-that number hits 9,558. 
That's a 53% jump because 
more coleges are choosing to 
meet quality benchmarks. 
Universities tell another tale 
with a clean 100% leap. Accred 
itation is increasingly becom 
inga badge of pride -and that 

agency 

shift in mindset matters. 

MAKING THE WORLD 
SIT UP 

papers across all disciplines 
not a trivial figure. Now, fast 

forward to 2025, and that 
number is 2,07,390, an 

increase of.over 4%in 
a decade. This 

increase makes 
India the third 
largest producer 
of scientifc publi 
cations globally. 
Indian patents 

filed rose fom 

42,763 in 2014-15 to 
92,000 in 2023-24, ris 

ing by l15%. 

But quality isn't just about 
getting accredited domestical 
ly. It's about how the world 
sees us. And here's where the 
data starts to feel exciting. 

In 2015, India could boast of 
just seven institutions in the 
QS Top 500. Today? Eleven. 
The number of Indian institu 
tions in the QS rankings has 
grown fom 9 in 2014 to 46 in 
2025. Indian education system 
stepping out of the shadows. 

India's research and develop-
ment landscape is growing 
steadily. In 2015, we published 
around 1.45 lakh research 

The patents granted grew 
in 2023-24 to 1.03,000, up from 
5,978 in 2014-15. This tide indi 
cates India's increasing 

emphasis on innovation and 
intellectual property rights. 

NEW MODES OF 
DELIVERY 

Adecade ago, earming a degree 
without ever stepping onto a 
campus felt like an experi 
ment. Today? It's part of the 
mainstream education. 

Consider this: 80 universi 
ties now Iun 400 online well 
structured programmes that 
span disciplines. And then 
there are 100 more institutions 
carrying forward Open and 
Distance Learning (0DL), pro 
viding a lifeline to those for 
whom traditional classroom 
education remains out of 
reach - be it due to geogra 

phy, responsibilities at home, 
or financial limitations. 

What's unfolding is not 
merely a shift in delivery 
mode. It's a quiet revolution in 
access, choice, and autonomy, 

resonating with NEP 2020. 
NEP 2020 dares us to dream 

of an education system that 
grows with its students rather 
than asking them to conform. 
It moves away from rigidity 
andtowardpossibility. And that 

shift tells an entire generation 
- you matter, your choices 
matter, and your learning 
should feel like yours. 

THEWRITERIS FORMER CHARMAN, UGC 

AND FORMERVC, JNU 

Shapin 
into 

N 

CAITH & BROAD 
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EXPLORE, INNOVATE, TRANSFORM 
Interdisciplinary fields are opening up a newword of opportunitiesfor thosewith a soierntic bent of mind SUNIL PURI 

CIENCE plays a defining 
role in human progress. 
From the recent success of 
India's Chandrayaan-3 
mission to breakthroughs 

in biotechnology, renewable ener 
y, and artificial intelligence, sci 
ence continues to shape how we 
live, work, and think. It's not just 
about discoveries in the lab any 
more -it's about building practi 
cal solutions to real-world prob 
lems, often through the 
collaboration of multiple ields. 

As industry and research evolve, 
science education has kept pace. It 
is not confined to traditional routes 
like medicine and engineering. 
Instead, students today can choose 
from various exciting and meaning 
ful programmes that blend 
research, innovation, data, and 
design thinking. Whether you're 
interested in pure sciences or inter 
disciplinary studies, the opportuni 
ties are vast and growing. 

WHY SCIENCE STILL 
MATTERS 

At its core, science is about under 
standing how the world works. It 
helps us ask questions, collect evi 
dence, and analyse information log 
ically. In an era of misinformation 
and rapid change, these skills are 
more relevant than ever. 

Science careers are also expand 
ing beyond the lab or classroom. 
Fields like data science, health 
informatics, climate studies, and 
genetic engineering are creating 
jobs that didn't exist a decade 
ago. According to the Press Infor 
mation Bureau, India's bioecono 
my is projected to grow to $150 
billion by 2025, up from over $100 
billion in 2022. Also, industries 
like food technology, environ 
mental science, and agri-tech are 
growing rapidly. 

As industries shift toward 
automation, sustainability, and pre 
cision technologies, the demand for 
scientifñcally skilled professionals 
is expected to increase. 

FUTURE-READY COURSES 
TO CONSIDER 

Here are some promising science 
courses students can pursue after 
Class XI, each offering a different 
way to explore, innovate, and con 
tribute meaningfully. 
BSc (Hons): Physics, chemistry, biolo 
gy, botany, zoology. 
This classic pathway allows deep 

exploration of core scientific sub 

IRE Nealun lhtömatics, climate studies & genetc engneerng are creaongjobs that didn't exist a decade agO. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES vs 
PURE SCIENCES 

When choosing a course after Class Xll, many students wor der whether to opt for a traditional subject like plysics, chemistry or biology -or explore 
a newer, more integated fleld. The 
answer depends mainly on your inter 
ests and career goals. 

Pure Sclences such as- physics, chem 
istry and biology-foas on fundamental 
laws and theories. These subjects are lde 
al fyou're drawn to in-depth knowledge and 

warrt to pursue careers in research, academia, 
or scientific services You will build strong analyt 
cal and experimental skills, laying the ground 
work for speciaíised postgraduate study. 

Sjstems 
biology: Shudies the 

complex interaciors within 
biologcal systes, oten 

iIoving oompter sdence 
and mathematics 

Inter-disciplinary courses, on the other 
hand, combine different domains to 
sove complex challenges. For 
instance, bioinfonatics merges 
biology with computer sdence to 
analyse genetic data and develop 
personalised medicines. These 
courses are perfect for students curi 
ous about how science can be applled in 
diverse setingswhether in climate change 
policy, Al in heathcare, or technology driven farming 
More and more students are now leaning towards pro 
grammes that alow flexibilrty and realwornd application. Inter 
disciplinary study opens doors across sectors and buiks 
adaptabilty-an essential skill in a fast-changng word 

jects. Whether you choose physics, 
chemistry, biology, botany, or zoolo 
gy, you'l engage with rigorous 
coursework and practical lab ses 
sions. These courses are ideal for 
students aiming for careers in 
teaching, research, scientiic writ 
ing, or civil services. Institutions 
like Panjab University continue to 
offer strong support for specialisa 
tions in these fields. 

Medical 
physics: Applies 

physics principles to 
medical applications, 

such as imaging 

BSc Agricuture: A 
future-forward 
course that looks at 
farming through the 
lens of science and 

sustainability. Students learn 
about soil science, plant breeding, 
pest control, and modern technolo 
gies like drones and sensors in 
agriculture. The programme is ide 
al for those interested in food secu 
rity, climate-resilient farming, or 
working with agri-tech startups 
and government bodies. 

and radiation 
therapy. 

Nandtechnology'sa 
field of soence and 

engineering foasing on 
design and marnufachure af 
etremely small devices 

&structures 

Biochemistry: 
Integrates chemistry 

and biology to study the 
chemical processes 

within living 
organisms. 

INTEGRATED AND DUAL DEGREE COURSES 
INTEGRATED BS-MS: Some institutions offer a five-year integrated BSMS programme, where students begin with a broad curriculum encompassing al core disciplines (e.g., biology, chemistry, mathemat ics, physics) and then specialise in one or two areas in later semesters. 

Astrophysics 
ISes physics and 

chemistry to study 
astronomical objects and 
phenomena, ike stars, 

planets and gaaies 

DB.PHARM + M.PHARM: This dual degree course combines undergraduate and graduate courses in Pharmacy. It covers pharmaceutical science, clinical pharmacy and drug formulation. 

BPharma: Pharma 
cists play a signifi 
cant role in the 
healthcare industry 
by delving into 

research and drug discovery. Bach 
elor of Pharmacy (BPharm), is a 
four-year undergraduate degree 
course. To get admission, students 
have to clear national-level 
entrance exam Graduate Pharma 
cy Aptitude Test (GPAT). After the 
completion of this degree, one can 
practice as a pharmacist and work 
in a range of industries related to 
the prescription, manufacture and 
provision of medicines. 

Synthetic 
biology: Uses 

engjneering principles 
to design and build 
biological systems. 

BSc Microblology. 
Dive into the worldof 
microorganisms-bac 
teria, viruses, fungi 
and understand their 

impact on health, environment, 
and industry. With a strong lab com 
ponent, this course is a great fit for 

students aiming for careers in diag 
nostics, pharmaceuticals, disease 
control, or food safety. 

BSc Food Technology: 
Ever wondered how 
your snacks stay 
fresh or why pack 
aged food lasts long 

without preservatives? This course 
explores the science behind food 
processing, preservation, and inno 
vation. Students can work in quali 
ty assurance, food R&D, Or packag-
ing design. The food tech industry 
offers opportunities in both govern-
ment labs and private companies, 
especially as demand for safe, 
nutritious food grows. 

BSc Blotechnology: An 
interdisciplinary 
course that brings 
together biology, 
chemistry, and tech-

nology. From developing vaccines to 
cleaning up oil spills through bio 

remediation, biotechnology plays a 
role in solving critical issues. Stu 
dents can work in healthcare, agr 
culture, or research. It's also a good 
stepping stone to careers in 
genomics, molecular biology, and 
regenerative medicine. 

BSc (Hons) Nubrition 
and Dietetics: This 
course focuses on 
how diet and lifestyle 
affect the human 

body. Students study nutrition sci 
ence. d dietetics, food quality, 

AThased ftness monitoring. a 

Ideal for those who want to work as 
dietitians, wellness experts, health 
coaches, or researchers. With rising 
awareness about preventive 

healthcare, this field is gaining sig 
nificant traction. 

BTech BiotechnologY. 
For those who 

enjoy the practical 
side of science, this 
Course combines 

biology with engineering. Topics 
include bioprocessing, genetic 
modification, and biomaterial 
design. Students can work in 
pharmaceutical manufacturing, 
process engineering, or medical 
device development. It's ideal for 
learners who want a hands-on 
approach to biological systems 
and industrial applications. 

BTech Bioinformatics 
This course bridges 
biology, computer 
science, and data 
analysis. Students 

learn to decode genomes, model 
disease pathways, and develop dig 
ital tools for drug discovery. With /ts 
focus on data, coding, and computa 
tion, this programme is highly suit 
ed to students interested in both 
science and technology. Graduates 
can pursue roles in pharma R&D, 
data science, or precision medicine. 

THINK GLOBAL, STAY 
GROUNDED 

While there's a strong demand for 
science graduates in India, there 
are also growing opportunities 
abroad. Many universities offer 
pathways for international research 
internships, joint degrees, or PhD 
programmes. 

If you want to work globally, start 
early by gaining research exper 
ence, publishing papers, and 
improving your academic commu 
nication skills. Collaborations with 
international institutions can ada 
valuable global exposure. 

THE WRITER IS DEAN OF SCIENCE 

T SHOOLINI UNIVERSITY SOLAN 
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SOLVING PROBLEMS WAEN OTHERS FAIL An engineer has a keen power of observatlon, is full of curiosity, is always ready to learm and enjoys working hard. 

ENGINEERTHE RIGHT COURSE 
Hture engineers must match their interest with skils &job roles that will be in demand after 4 years 

DR SSSEHGAL 

NGINEERING is essen 
tially an art of transform 
ing human lives by using 
scientific principles, 
I technology and human 

intelligence for generating innova 
tive or better solutions to address 

real-world challenges. 
Ithas remained the most preferred 

career choice of students for decades 
as a career in this field ensures job 
security and social status andplenty 
of avenues for career growth. 

Selecting the right branch and 
college remains one of the main 
concerns for students as well as 
for pàrents. Whenit comes to get 
ting a degree, IITs Indian Insti 
tutes of Technologies) are consid: 
ered the gold standard for aspiring 
students. To get admission in one of 
the premier engineering institu 
tions in the country is nota cake 
walk. Against a total of 17,740 seats 
offered by 23 IITS across various 
engineering programmes, more 
than 12 lakh candidates appeared 
for JEE Main Entrance Exam 
(JEE), in January 2025. 

The emergence of new courses 
often leave students more con 
fused and in need of guidance to 
select a programme that will get 
them a good package in a good 
company after graduation. 

While the core engineering 
branches, or the umbrella branches 
as they are popularly called, such as 
Civil Engineering, Computer Sci 
ence Engineering (CSE), Electrical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineer 
ing, Chemical Engineering and 
Electronics & Communication Eng 
neering have remained popular 
among students for decades, with 
the evolving needs of the industry 
and rapid advancements in the 
world of technology, the demand is 
for more specialised engineers and 
as a result the sub-branches which 
were earlier taught as part of the 
core engineering branches have 
now become full-fledged engineer 
ing branches of their own now. 

Let's look at some of these emerg 
ing felds of engineering and job 
prospects they hold for the graduates: 

MECHANICAL 
This branch fbcauses on lhe designing, 
manufacuring and maintaining 
rnachines and mechanical systems 
that apply the principles of physics, 
materials science and mathematics to 
provide innovative soluions in indus 
tries, including manufaturing, auto 
motive, aerospace and energy among 
others. Due to rapidly evolving techno 
logical advancements, the nced for 
more speialised engineers has result 
ed in crealion of full-ledged erngineer 
ingsub fields of this branch.Theseare: 

AUTOMOBILE ENGI 
NEERING: It focuses on 
the design, manufac 
turing and mainte 
nance of automobiles 

SE is a field that combines 
computer science with engi 
neeringprinciples thatjointly 

focus on the design, development 
and maintenance of computer sys 
tems and networks. CSE graduates 
can takeup thejobroles ofa Software 
Developer or Software Engineer Web 
Developer, System Administrator, 
Network Engineer and System Ana 
lyst among others. 

While CSE has remained the 
most preferred 

choice among students for 
decades, over the years 
technology has evolved at a 
rapid pace triggering a 
demand for more 
specialised engi 
neers in this field. 
And as a result 

many IT applica 
tions which were 
earlier taught as 
part of the CSE, 

career 

have 
become full 
fledged engineering 
branches of their 

now 

and their components. 
Job roles: Automotive Engineer, 
Automotive Designer, Production 
Engineer and Quality Engineer. 

AEROSPACE ENGINEER 
ING: This focuses on 

designing, develop 
ment and testing of 
aircraft and spacecraft 

with two main branches: Aeronauti 
cal Engineering (1ights within 
Barth's atmosphere) and Astronauti 
cal Engineering (space travels). 
Job roles: Aerospace Engineer, 
Aircraft Design Engineer, Propul 
sion Engineer and Flight Test 
Engineer. 

MECHATRONICS: This 
branch combines 
mechanical, electrical 
and computer engi 
neering to design and 

develop intelligent systems and 
machines. 
Job roles: Robotics Engineer, Automa 
tion Engineer;, Control System Engi 
neer and Software Engineer. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE ENGINEERING (CSE) 

Bat ) ('sa'('qdILAS 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & MACHINE LEARNING 
There is a growing popularity among students to pursue a degree in Al 
& ML Engineering today which can be attributed to the high �emand of 
the cuttingedge technologjes and lucrative job prospects they offer. 

Graduates of this branch can take up job roles that of a Machine 
Learning Engineer, A/ML Software Developer, AI Research Sci 
entist, Al Engineer, Deep Learning Engineer, AI & MLArchitect, 
NLP Engineer and Al Product Manager among others. 

own. These include emerg 
ing felds like Artificial 
Intelligence & Machine 

Learning, IOT, Cloud Com 
puting, Data Science, Cyber 
Security and IT Engineering, 

PRODUCTON & INDUS 
TRIAL ENGINEERING: AA This combines manu 

oH facturing technology, 
management science, 

engineering sciences and optimisa 
tion techniques to improve the efi 
ciency and effectiveness ofindustri 
al processes and systems. 
Job roles: Manufacturing Engi 
neer, Production Engineer, Qual 
ity Engineer, Industrial Engineer 
and Plant Engineer. 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 
This core branch focuses on design, 
construction and maintenance of 
infrastructure projects like roads, 
bridges, buildings and water sys 
tems, Apart from core civil engineer 
ing, technological advancements and 
career specialisation in specific areas 
have attracted many students to pur 

the subfields like: sue a degree 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING: This 

focuses on protecting and improving 
the natural environment, including 

which offer lucrative salaries and 
innovation-driven career opportu 
nities. Here's a look at these cours 
es and job prospects: 
Information Technology (): Focuses 
on the application of technology 

pollution control, wast� management 
and sustainable development. 
Job roles: Environmental engineers, 
environmental consultants, environ 
mental project manager, and envi 
ronmental policy analysts. 

CONSTRUCTION ENG 

NEERING: This applies 
Jinnovative practices 
and technological 
advancements in the 

construction process. 
Job roles: Construction Manager, 
Project Manager, Construction 
Superintendent, Field Engineer 
and Surveyor among others. 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING: Structur 
al Engineering primarily focuses on 
design, analysis and construction of 
structures to ensure safety, stability 
and durability. 
Job roles Structural Enginer, 
Design Engineer, Project Manager 
and Research Analyst, etc. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
This branch focuses on the study, 

to solve problems and manage 
information systems; it involves 
designing, maintaining and 
implementing computer soft 
ware, hardware and managing 
networks and databases. 
Job roles: Software Developer, 
Information Security Analyst, Soft 
ware Engineer, Full Stack Develop 
er and Network Engineer. 
10T (Irnternet of Things): There is a 
high demand for IoT engineers in 
the job market today, which is driy 
en by the growth of connected 
devices and the inreased depend 
ence on data-driven insights across 
various industries. 

Job roles: IoT Sotware Developer, 
Network Engineer Data Analyst,I¡T 
Embedded Engineer, IoT Security 
Specialist and IoTData Scientist. 
Cyber Security Engineering: The 
high demand for these engineers 
is driven by the increased cyber 
security threats. 
Job roles: Cybersecurity Ana 
lyst, Network Security Engineer, 
Security Consultant, Ethical 
Hacker, et. 

design and application of electric 
ity, electronics and electromag 
netism. The sub-fields of Electri 
cal Engineering are: 

POWER ENGG: I 
focuses on the gener 

a3ation, transmission., 
distribution and utili 
sation of electric pow 

er that involves designing, opera 
tion and maintenance of electrical 
grids, power plants and power dis 
tribution networks. 

3 

Job roles: Power Systems Engineer, 
Test Engineer, Design Engineer, 
Control System Engineer and PrO 
ject Engineer 
EV ENGG: This sub field primarily 
focuses on the design, develop 
ment, implementation and mainte 
nance of electric vehicles (EV). 
Job roles: EV Engineer, Battery Engi 
neer, Charging Infrastructure Plan 
ner, Data Scientist for EV Analyics 
and Regulatory Atairs Specialist, 

THE WRITCR IS PRO VICE CHANCELLOR 
(ENGG), CHANOIGARM UNIVERSITY, GHARAUN 

ELECTRONICS AND COMMUNICATION 
ECE 0s a branch that focuses on the design, development and testing of 
electronlc devices and communication systens. Today, many students 
prefer to pursue a degree in sub-fields of this branch rather than the 

core engneering itself, which include: 

ROBOTICS&AUTOMATION ENGINEERING The focus here is on desiging, built 
ing and operatng robots tor various applications. It combines principles trom 
mechanical, electrical, software and artficial intelligence engineering 
JOB ROLES Robotics Engneer, Robotics Technician, Robotics Programmer 
and Robots Machine Learning Engineer. 

MATERALSENGINEERING WIha foasanekctonis appies prtnciples of engneer 
ngand scenoe tomunutacture ardimproveateriss, incutng aerospce, bio 

medkcal, elxctonks and oonstruction industies The graduates in this domain 
can take u Job roles: Materials Engneer, Product Development Engineer, 
Process Ergineer, R&DErngineer and Quaity Cortrol Engineer among others. 
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Teaching hildren to eat well must begin in school 
ast month, world leaders gathered in 
Paris for the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) 
Summit. It was also a time for the 
United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) to announce the extension of the United 
Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition, from its 
original timeframe of 2016-25, to 2030. This 
extension seeks to sustain the global momentum 
to end all forms of malnutrition and align efforts 
more closely with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable D�velopment. 

This could be a turning point in nutrition not 
only to accelerate progress but also to shift the 
focus beyond food access - to understanding 
what people eat, how they eat, and why they eat, 
especially when it comes to children. Nutrition is 
not just a health concern. It is intricately 
connected to education, equity and 
environmental sustainability. 

So far, global nutrition efforts have rightly 
focused on the first 1,000 days of life - from 
conception to two years of age - as a critical 
window to prevent malnutrition. But we now 
know that the next 4,000 days matter just as 
much. This includes the period of adolescent 
growth spurt - a time of rapid physical, 
emotional, and behavioural changes and offering 
a second window of opportunity to overcome 
early childhood deficits. 

Good nutrition during this phase can help 
children catch up on growth and set the 
foundation for long-term health. But to do that, 
we must shift our focus from just feeding children 
to teaching them how to eat well. 

A side event at the Paris summit � "Learn to 
Eat Well: Bio-diverse Diets and Youth as Agents of 
Change"- made this point loud and clear. It 
signals a global shift in thinking: that food and 
nutrition education must begin in schools, go 
beyond counting calories, and help children 
make choices that are good for themselves and 

the planet. 

A changing world 
Today, children are growing up in a world where 
food is everywhere - ordered with a tap, 
delivered to the door, and heavily marketed. 
Choosing what to eat has become increasingly 
complex. 

Most children lack the knowledge and the skills 

Pawan Agarwal 

is Founder-CEO, Food 
Future Foundation 
and former CEO, Food 
Safety and Standards 
Authority of India 
(FSSAI) 

Food literacy is 
no longer a 
luxury; the 
focus must shift 

from just 
feeding 
children to 
teaching them 
how to eat well 

to make healthy choices. Their diets are often 
shaped by habits, peer influence, or advertising 
rather than nutrition or tradition. As a result, 
many children skip breakfast, eat too few fruits 
and vegetables, and consume too much sugar 
and processed food. 

Importance of dietary diversity 
A key casualty is dietary diversity � eating a 
variety of foods to get all the nutrients the body 
needs. The UN recently adopted Minimum 
Dietary Diversity as a global indicator under 
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (End Hunger). It 
simply asks: did a child eat at least five of 10 food 
groups in the last 24 hours? 

Sadly, in many places- including both cities 
and villages in India � most children do not. 
Their diets lack variety, which harms their health 
and reflects deeper problems in our food systems 
and education. 

Poor diets ate linked to malnutrition, 
childhood obesity, chronic diseases such as 
diabetes, and mental health issues. Research 
shows that almost 70% preventable adult diseases 
begin with habits formed in childhood -
especially eating habits. This highlights the urgent 
need to start early, and schools are the best place 
to build healthy habits. 

Yet, food and nutrition education is missing in 
most classrooms or is out-dated and not linked to 
real life. The absence of a proper curriculum and 
age-appropriate learning resources make it even 
harder to teach children how to eat well. 
Teachers often lack the training and the tools to 
teach it well. Without structured guidance, 
schools struggle to deliver meaningful food and 
nutrition education. 

This is why we need a structured and 
age-appropriate curriculum that goes beyond 
food groups and includes lifestyle habits and 
environmental awareness. It should start early -
at the preschool level - and grow with the child 
until at least the middle stage, helping them 
connect the dots between food, health, identity, 
and sustainability. 

Such a curriculum could cover everything 
from how the human body works and the 
importance of diverse foods in our diets, to how 
food systems impact the environment. A central 
part of this must be promoting bio-diverse diets 

ones that includea variety of local, seasonal, and 
culturally familiar foods. These diets provide 
better nutrition, support local farmers, reduce 
environmental impact, and preserve traditional 
food knowledge. 

It must be a part of school life 
Teaching children to eat well should not be 
limited to one-off awareness sessions or 

occasional activities. It needs to be woven into 
school life. This means having weekly lessons 
with age-appropriate, well-designed learning 
materials, supported by healthier school 
canteens, kitchen gardens, simple cooking 
sessions, and student-led campaigns. These 
real-life experiences help children build lasting 
knowledge, habits, and values around food, 
health, and well-being. 

Around the world, schools are already showing 
what is possible - students growing vegetables, 
cooking simple meals, reading food labels, and 
learning how their food choices affect their 
health and the planet. 

In India, the National Education Policy and the 
School Health and Wellness Programme have 
created room for such integrated learning. But we 
need a clearer structure, comprehensive 
curriculum, at least one dedicated weekly session 
all through the academic year, appropriate 
learning resources, and properly trained 
teachers. 

Children must be seen not only as learners but 
also as key influencers. With the right knowledge 
and tools, they can influence their families, 
friends, and even their communities -whether 
by asking for better school meals, reducing food 
waste, or spreading awareness about healthy 
eating. In the end, learning to eat wel is not just 
about food. It is about helping children to care for 
their health, understand their culture, respect the 
planet, and grow into thoughtful, responsible 
citizens. In a world facing the dual burdens of 
under-nutrition and overconsumption, climate 
change and cultural loss, food literacy is no 
longer a luxury -it is essential. 

If we want to raisea generation that is 
healthier, more compassionate, and better 
prepared for the future, we must start by making 
learning to eat well a part of every child's 
education - starting today. % 
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Ramanujan: Eternal lamp in the temple of mathematies 

Then numbers resonate and equations 
seem to dance with the soul, one name 
echoes through the very fabric of cre 

Srinivasa Ramanujan. On April 26, 1920, 
a dark day in Indian history, the nation lost this 
priceless gem. 

ation 

On April 26, 1920, the nation lost Srinivasa Ramanujan a rare mathematical genius. His mathematical consciousness illuminated the world for eternity. This is not 
merely his death anniversary; it is a celebration of a saint - like devotee of numbers who elevated mathematics to the realms of philosophy and the divine 

Yet, in that moment, his mathematical con 
sciousness illuminated the world for eternity. This 
is not merely a death anniversary; it isa celebra 
tion of a saint-like devotee of numbers who ele 
vated mathematics to the realms of poetry, phi 
losophy, and divine connection. Ramanujan was 
no ordinary mathematician he was a mystic of 
numbers, a seeker of hidden truths, a visionary 
who saw the universe through the lens of 
infinite equations. 

His story is a spark that turns the impossible 
into the possible. Born on December 22, 1887, in 
the small town of Erode, Tamil Nadu, Ramanujan's 
life was nothing short of a modern fairy 
tale. Raised in a humble Brahmin household, 
surrounded by financial hardships and lacking for 
mal education, he faced walls that would 
deter most. 

But his genius was a relentless wave that shat 
tered every barrier. From a young age, numbers 
were his companions and his playground. While 
other children played with toys, he delved deep 
into the mysteries of mathematics. 

School textbooks quickly proved inadequate, 
and he began exploring advanced mathematical 
Concepts on his own. At the age of 15, he discov 
ered A Synopsis of Elementary Results in Pure 

Mathematics by GS Carr a book that became 
his sacred scripture. It fuelled his imagination and 
transformed his notebooks into treasure troves of 
original formulas las and theorems. 

To Ramanujan, mathematics wasn't j just about 
often calculations it was a spiritual quest. 

credited his insights to his family deity, Goddess 
Namagiri, saying, "Every formula that comes to 
my mind is by the 

mathematics 
aneor the Goddess." To him 

were tWo expressions 

of the same truth. His work� be it infinite series, 
Continued fractions, or partition functions -read 
like verses of a cosmic poem. 

His formulas for calculatingp are so elegant anmd 
precise that thev are still used by mnodern super 
Computers, His partition function transformed 

theta func humber theory, and his discoveries in 
ions and modular equations have found appli 

Ons in cryptography, physics, and even black 

ole theory. The world took notice of his genius 
n 1913, when he sent a letter filled with ground 
Dreaking formulas to the eminent Cambridge 

mathematician GH Hardy. 
Initially sceptical, was soon astonished. 

VPon meeting Ramanujan, he said, "Ramanujan's 

4) 

RK JAIN 
ARIJEET 

mathematics is beyond the 
human mind; it is divine 
inspiration" Ramanujan was 
invited to Cambridge, and 
his collaboration with 
Hardy sparked a revolution 
in mathematics. The Hardy 

formula on 
the 

Rama of prime 
numbers, along with their 
other contributions, are 
considered monumental 
achievements. 

Ramanujan's 
legacy lies 

-thousands of formulas, many without proofs, 
that took mathematicians decades to fully under 
stand. 

His mock theta functions, penned during his 

final days, baffled mathematicians for nearly a 

FROM A YOUNG AGE, NUMBERS 
WERE HIS COMPANIONS AND HIS 

PLAYGROUND. WHILE OTHER 
CHILDREN PLAYED WITH TOYS, HE 

DELVED DEEP INTO THE 
MYSTERIES OF MATHEMATICS 

fanka 

bt(a-c 
\ 2a 

24nl 

century but are now essential in quantum physics 
and string theory. 

His contributions to the Riemann zeta function 
continue to influence research on one of mathe-
matics' most profound mysteries - the Riemann 
Hypothesis. 
Yet, Ramanujan's journey was not without 

immense struggle. At Cambridge, he battled cul-
tural isolation, dietary challenges, and the harsh 
English climate. Diagnosed with tuberculosis in 
1917, his health deteriorated, and he returned to 
India in 1919. 

Just a year later, on April 26, 1920, at the age 
of 32, he passed away in Kumbakonam. But 
though his mortal ended, his spirit lives on 
through his work. 

con for dreamers and doers who dare to rise above 
adversity. In 1987, India marked his birth cente 
nary by declaring it National Mathematics Year. 
His legacy continues in the world's top institutions, 
and his life e inspired Robert Kanigel's 

The discovery of his "Lost Notebook in 1976 
reignited excitement and opened new doors in 
mathematical research. Ramanujan's influence 
goes far beyond mathematics. His story is a bea 

into The Man Who Knew Infinity latr Eapny 

a global film. 

J long as numbers are written and equations are 
solved, Ramanujan will remain immortal a 
soul who touched infinity and offered its light 
to the world. 

In his honour, December 22 is now celebrated 
as National Mathematics Day in India. 
Ramanujan's life is proof that genius needs no 
degree, wealth, or privilege. His journey is a tes 
tament to passion, faith, and the boundless 
potential of the human mind. His discoveries not 
only advanced science but also revealed a deep 
philosophical truth � that within each of us lies 
the power to touch the. infinite. 

Today, as we remember him on April 26, we do 
more than pay tribute - we renew our commit 

m to nurturing the spark within us. Like 
Bamanuian, mav we turn our dreams into devo 
tion, Bquations may evolve and theorems may 
change, but there will never be another 
Ramanujan. 

He is the eternal lamp in the temple of math 
ematics forever radiant. His legacy is not 
India's alone it belongs to all of humanity. As 

Srinivasa Ramanujan was not just a mathemati 
cian � he was a visionary who transformed num 
bers into a divine language. ( 
jus mourn his passing: we alaLPrl 26, we don't 

a life that ele 
vated mathematics into art, spirituality, and cos 
mic truth. 

Despite humble beginnings and relentless 
hardships, his passion and genius blazed trails that 
continue to shape modern science. 

His discoveries - ranging from infinite series 
to mock theta functions remain cornerstones 
of mathematics, physics, and beyond. Ramanujan's 
journey proves that brilliance needs neither 
privilege nor pedigree. 

His life is a testament to what the human spir 
it can achieve with faith, curiosity, and devotion. 
Today, his legacy lights the patn for dreamers, 
thinkers, and seekers of truth across the world) 
As we remember him, we also honour the infi 
nite potential within us all. 

Ramanujan lives on, not just in equations, but 
in n the eternal quest for knowledge he so passion 
ately embodied. He is, and always will be, math 
ematics guiding flame. 

The writer is a columnist and a blogger. 
Vlews are personal) 
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SATURDAY 26 APRIL 2025 VOL. XLII NO. 287 

MULTIPLE BENEFITS 
he president of the United | tralised with the states in charge of it 
States of America has his eyes helped, not hindered, the development 

and mind - trained on of research and excellence, something 
single goal. It is to prevent a waste of that governments nearer home could 
federal funds by granting billions to note. In 1980, patent rights for federally 
universities which allegedly do not funded research were transferred to 
penalise anti-Semitism. So he is pe- the universities from the federal gov 
nalising these universities, including ernment. This gave a special fillip es 
Columbia and Harvard, and setting pecially to work in biomedicine, com 
the path they should tread in the fu puter science and engineering. The 
ture. It is, no doubt, good to have a feeling of discomfort that was never 
president who looks to the future, but totally absent about being beholden 
history might help in moderating pres- to Washington wasa little neutralised. 
ent passions. The unique system of the This was also a step in increasing the 
American research university grew university's autonomy in academic 
out of federal government funding, I and research matters. 
millions of dollars at 
first and billions later. 
Military paraphernalia 
-from radars to bombs 

were bornm in niversity 
research laboratories. 
The best-known is per 
haps the Manhattan 
Project. The idea then 
was of a national su 
premacy, and the uni 
versities were the instruments of it 
with research funding. The symbiotic 
relationship allowed universities to 
attain the highest quality in research 
facilities, hire the best teachers 
with any number of Nobel laureates 
and attract the best students from all 
over the world. Meanwhile the gov 
ernment got what it wanted; its funds 
ensured that. 

In spite of the disad 
vantage of the academ 
ia being dependent on 
politicians, the greater 
good that federal fumd 
ing and its acceptance 
achieved was remarka 
ble: excellence im learn 

ing on the one hand and 
national progress on the 
other. The US's past sys 

tem past noW with Donald Trump 
cancelling funding for one niversity 
after another - was exemplary in un 
derlining how the government's gain 
and the national good are intimately 
linked with excellence in learning and 
independent research. The govern 
ment's own interest in fumding univer 
sities remnained at one remove-it was 
not disinterested, neither was it coer 

| cive. What this manifested was breadth 
of vision. Academics and researchers 
could work without external pressure 
but only with their own intellectual 
push to achieve the unprecedented. 
This is an example that could work 
in other democracies, not least in 
India, from where the best scholars 
and researchers tend to go overseas 
to work. Mr Truunp's example is 
not desirable, 

Federal funding 
for American 

universities resulted 
in high-level 

research and also 
the national good 

Military ware were not the only 
products. From medicines to cure the 
Worst diseases to the means to explore 
space, from methods to produce the 
best crops to the most used search en 
gine the research laboratories pro 
duced everything. In science as in the 
social sciences, the strength and excel 
lence of the universities could not be 
questioned. The fact that the higher 
education system in the US is decen 
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What is behind Trump's crackdown on U.S. universities? 

DATA POINT 

Sambavi Parthasarathy 

nited States President Do 
nald Trump's administra 
tion has been targeting sev 

eral U.S. universities, accusing 
them of anti-Semitism. When Har 
vard University refused to comply 
with the demands of the White 
House on hiring, admissions, and 
teaching practices, the administra 
tion froze federal grants to it. 

On March 10, the U.S. Depart 
ment of Education's Office for Civil 
Rights sent a letter to close to 60 
universities saying they were un 
der investigation for Title VI viola 
tions relating to anti-Semitic ha 
rassment and discrimination. The 
letter warned of action if the un 
0versities failed to comply with the 
administration's demands. 

However, the federal govern 

ment letter, published by Harvard 
University on its site, reveals that 
the demands have more to do with 
governmental regulation of the 

private univérsity than discrimina 

tion on campus. The terms include 

governance and leadership re 
forms, a forensic audit of foreign 

funding sources, and disclosure of 

all requested immigration, hiring, 
and admission-related data to the 

federal government. It also in 
cludes auditing the student body, 

faculty, and leadership for view 

point diversity. These signal the 
decline of academic freedom in 

the U.S., particularly institutional 

autonomy which declined to its 

lowest level in 2024 (Chart 1). 

The goOvernment's other de 

mand was that the universities 

commission an external party to 

audit programmes and depart 

ments.that most fuel anti-Semitic 

harassment or reflect ideological 

capture. Data indicates that there 

is less freedom of academic ex 

change and dissemination now in 

the U.S. than in the 2000s. This is 

also evident from the freedom of 

academic and cultural expression 

(CM K 

While anti-Semitism is suppOsedly the trigger, the action hints at a broader motive 

in the U.S., which has plunged to 
its lowest in two decades. 

According to Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), an anti-hate organi 
sation that tracks anti-Semitic inci 
dents in the U.S., close to 9,354 an 
ti-Semitic incideDts were recorded 
in the country in 2024, a 344% in 
crease over the past five years and 
the highest in the 46 years since 
ADL began tracking such nci 
dents. The audit also mentioned 

that incidents rose more steeply in 
college and univérsity campuses. 

Data detailing anti-Israel acti 
vism on U.S. Campuses in 2023-24 
shows that anti-Israel incidents, 
which include incidents of anti 
Semitism, were recorded in over 
430 campuses in the country, in 
cluding those which received the 
letter. Nine of the 10 carnpuses 
which recorded the most number 

of incidents,' including Harvard, 
have received the letter (Table 2). 
However, a close look at the data 
shows that in 2023-24, 64% of the 
2,637 anti-Israel incidents record 
ed across campuses were protests. 

The federal government also 
demanded that Harvard University 
immediately end all diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) pro 
grammes, offices, committees, po 
sitions, and all DEI-based policies, 
including DE-based disciplinary 
or speech control policies. 

More than half these 60 univer 
sities, which are expected to 
comply with these demands, are 
classified as R1 Doctoral universi 
ties with very high research activi 
ty. Reports show that RI doctoral 
institutions are relatively more in 
clusive with equal opportunities in 
graduate enrolment for all racial 
and ethnic groups. Consequently, 
the share of international students 
in their total intake is higher than 
in other institutions (Table 3). 

The data shows that while anti 
Semitic incidents are on the rise, 

most of them are protests. The de 

mands of the administration raise 

questions as to about whether it 

wants to curb anti-Semitism or im 

migration and academic freedom. 

Targeting campuses The data for chart 1 is sourced from the V-Dem Dataset. Data for tables2 and 3 are 
from the Anti-Defamation League and the American Council on Education 

Chart 1: The chart shows the index ofvarious 
academic freedom measures of U.S. universities. 
The higher the number, the better the measure 

Institutional autonomy 

Independence to make 
decisions regarding its 
internal administration 

2.3 

2000 

Freedom to 
research and teach 

Extent to which scholars 
are free to pursue their 
research and tegching 
agendas without 
interference 

2.3 

2000 

Campus integrity 

1.5 

Campuses free 
from polltically 
motivated 
surveillance 

2000 

HARVARD 

Freedom of acadermic 
and cultural expression 

o.7 

2024 2000 

0.6 

3.4 

Concerned with 
academic freedom 2.02 
and culturat 
expression related 
to political issues 

reedom of academic 
exchange && dissemination 

0.4 

Extent to which scholars 
are free to exchange gnd 
communicate research 
ideas and findings 

1,8 

2024 2000 

2024 

2.4 

Acadenics as critics 

2024 2000 

0.7 

2024 

The extent scholars 
or students 
actually criticise 
govt. policies 

1.4 

2024 

Table 2: Table lists the U.S. campuses which reported the most anti-Israeli 
activities, including anti-Semitic incidents, in 2023-2024. The numbers 
correspond to number of incidents. "BDS: Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 

University 
Columbia Univ. NY 
University of 
California, Davis 

Univ of California, LA 
University of Michigan 
Harvard University 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick 

University of 
Californía, Berkeley 
Univ. of Minnesota 

Stanford University 
University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Group 

All racial and ethnic 
groups 
American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

Asian 
Black or African 
American 
Hispanic or Latino 
Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacifi� lslander 

White 
More than one race 
International 
students 

BDS* Harassment Assault Protest Vandalism 
6 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

AANO 
OFFI 

HARVARO 

2 

1 

Institutions 

34.3% 

20.1% 

42.8% 

15.9% 

27.8% 

18.1% 

31.2% 

20 

32.26 

18 

65.4% 

10 

10 

6 

12 

10 

6 

12 

11 

26.3% 

23.7% 

16.8% 

Ri doctoralOther doctoral Master's 

39.2% 

Institutions 

21,9% 

46.09% 

3 

26.7% 

2 

24.6% 

1 

Table 3: Graduate enrolment across Carnegie classifications, by race and 
ethnicity. Data as of 2019-20. The table shows where students from each racial 
groups studied. For instance, 65.4% of international students studied in R1 
doctoral institutions followed by 18.7% in other doctoral institutes 

18.6% 

1 

2 

29 

10 

23 

25 

22 

20 

16 

21 

17 

13 

Institutions 

24.49% 

36.0% 

16.1% 

30.6% 

27.3% 

23.0% 

26.9% 
26.1% 

8 

10.7% 

11 

4 

3 

6 

4 

3 

6 

5 

Others 

15% 

18% 

239% 

14% 

17% 

09% 

15% 

17% 

5% 
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A.Joseph Dorairaj 

here has been 
some bad news 
for the Håmani 
ties. A year ago, 

the University of Kent, the 
U.K., confirmed that it 
would phase out Art Histo 
ry, Anthropology, Health 
and Social Care, Journal 
ism, Music and Audio 
Technology, and Philoso 
phy and Religious Studies. 
Citing financial reasons, 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University in Kent an 
nounced in November 

2024 that it would stop of 
fering English Literature 
programmes from Septem 
ber 2025. Cardiff Univers0 
ty does not want to conti 
nue with the Ancient 
Language modules due to 
a huge financial deficit. 
Goldsmiths, University of 
London, has also decided 
to scrapa few Arts and Hu 
manities modules. 

pedagogy. Subjects like 
Physics and Chemistry fo 
cus on matter and depend 
on laboratory experiments 
for their data. Sociolo�y, 
Anthropology and Psychol 
ogy deal with human be 
ings but their insistence on 
positivistic and empirical 
methodology differentiates 
them from the Humanities 

and categorises them as 
Social Sciences. 

In India too, certain Arts 
departments are not se 
cure about their future and 

Humanities pro 
grammes have already 
been staggered. 

SOme 

During the Renaissance, 
the focus in educational in 
stitutions was on studia hu 
manitatis or "studies of hu 
manity" especially Greek 
and Latin classics, Gram 
mar and Rhetoric and Lan 
guages, Literature, Philo 
sophy and History. The 
Humanities refer to those 
academic disciplines that 
focus on human beings 
and rely on hermeneutics 
or theories of interpreta 
tion as their predominant 
methodology. They differ 
from Pure Sciences be 
cause of their content and 

Why are the Humanities 
being side-ined? We need 
to realise that the neglect 
of the Humanities is not a 
recent phenomenon, for as 
early as the 19th century, 
German philosopher Wil 
helm Dilthey classified all 
academic disciplines into 
two groups: the Human 
Sciences and the Natural 
Sciences. What is appalling 
is that even the Humanities 

forcibly 
brought under the 
sciences. Dilthey 
went a step further and 
proclaimed that, to sur 
vive, the Humanities 

should adopt the empiri 
cal methodology. 

were 

Challenges 
What are the problems 
that plague the Human 
ities departments? First, 
it is a fact that there are 

not many takers for 
certain Arts pro 
grammes. In India, 
very few applications 
are received for pro 
grammes like History 
and Philosophy, mak 
ing them financially 
unviable. In the West 
too, not many stu 
dents are enthusias 
tic about the Humani 
ties, Second, in the 
job market all over 

Whither 
Humanities? 
Without ethics, aesthetics and hermeneutics that 
Constitute the soul of the Humanities, the world 

will not be an ideal place for human beings. 

the world, STEM students 
pocket most of the place 
ments. Humanities stu 
dents are increasingly ig 
nored by recruiters. 

Third, Sciences depend 
on laboratory experiments 
and deal with facts, and be 
lieve that truth is singular. 

But the Humanities, espe 
cially from a postmodern 
perspective that has called 
for an "incredulity towards 
metanarratives", speak of 
truths in the plural. This 
has unnerved not only the 
hard sciences but also the 
Social Sciences that rely 

LOGC AND RAETORIO 

HUMANITIES 
LITERATURE 

LIBERAL ARTS 
GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCKPHOTO 

predominantly on quanti 
tative data. 

Fourth, there is some 
times a feeling that Hu 
manities students are not 
quite as diligent and hard 
working as their Science 
counterparts who spend 
long hours in their labs. 
Put differently, poetry, no 
vels and films are consi 

dered subjects that do 
not rigorous class 

room teaching. Last 
and most impor 

tant, today's dig 
ital world . is 
heavily data 

based and eve 
rything is worked out in 

terms of numbers, 
percentages and ra 
tios. Such a world has 
deepened the divide 

between the Sciences 
and the Humanities. 

is vital to the survival of the 
humankind. Aristotle 

talked about pity and ter 
ror and the resultant cath 
arsis. Only because the 
learners are empathetic to 
the tragic protagonists do 
they experience pity and 
fear. Third, the Humanities 
help enhance the learners' 
emotional intelligence. 
Fourth, the Humanities 
promote hermeneutics, 
the theory of interpreta 
tion. The Social Sciences 
and Pure Sciences too to 
Some extent - need her 
meneutics to interpret da 
ta, both quantitative and 
qualitative. Finally, the Hu 
manities teach us to look at 
the world aesthetically and 
appreciate even "the 

flower meanest that 
blows". 

Pressing need 
The world certainly 
needs the Humani 

ties, which talk about 
transcendence while 
the Sciences are con 
fined to immamence. 

This is one of its 
strengths. Second, a study 
of the Humanities ingrains 
a sense of empathy, which 

C.P. Snow in his Rede 
Lecture (1959) remarked 
that "the intellectual life of 
western society is increas 
ingly being split into two 
polar groups ... literary in 
tellectuals at one pole 
and at the other scientists" 
(Two Cultures"). Ulti 
mately, there should be a 
rapprochement between 
the two and we should 
strive to bridge the gap, 
making the Humanities in 
crementally scientific/sys 
tematic as in the case of 
Digital Humanities, and 
the Sciences more human 
istic, especially in terms of 
methodology. Without eth 
ics, aesthetics and herme 
neutics that constitute the 
soul of the Humanities, the 
world will not be an ideal 
place for human beings. 
The writer is Emeritus Professor, 
Gandhigram Rural Institute 
Deemed-to-be University. Email: 
Josephdorairaj@gmail,com 
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Cosmos to classrooms, the 
impact of Kasturirangan 

7ith the many roles he played in 
India's space missions, including 
the success of Mangalyaan, KKas 
turirangan will be remembered as 

the man who took India closer to the starS. 
What is less well known is that his quiet bril 
liance also shone in another direction. His 
most enduring legacy may lie not in the cos 
mos but in the classrooms of India, where his 
work through the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 continues to shape the lives of mil 
lions. 

W 

As chairperson of the NEP drafting commit 
tee, Kasturirangan recognised that the key to 
India's grOWth lay in empowering its youngest 
minds with the foundational skills necessary 
for a prosperous nation. NEP laid the ground 

work for a future where foundational literacy 
and numeracy (FLN) are not aspirational but 
guaranteed for every child. 

The impact of his work, particularly 
through initiatives like the National 
Initiative for Proficiency with Read 
ing with Understanding and Numer 
acy (NIPUN) Mission, is already being 
felt across India. He may have laid the 
foundation for a developed India 
built on the knowledge and capabili 
ties of those who are children now. 
Kasturirangan's deep commitment to 
education was apparent long before 
his role as the chief architect of NEP 
2020. In 2008 he was appointed 
chairman of the Karnataka Knowl 
edge Commission. In that role and as 
a board member of institutions such 

as IIT Roorkee, IIT Madras, and ISc 

Bangalore, Kasturirangan was instru 
mental in shaping curricula and 

guiding strategic decisions in India's 
higher education system. 

highlighted NIPUN Bharat and G20 took up 
FLN as an international priority. Green shoots 
from the FLN drive are beginning to show in 
survey data. According to the latest Annual 
Status of Education (Rural) Report (ASER), lit 
eracy levels in government'schools have gone 
up from 20.9% (2018) to 23.4% (2024) and 
numeracy from 20.9% (2018) to 27.6% (2024) at 
the national level-the highest ever outcomes 
ata Grade 3 level. Another NEP breakthrough 
has been recognising the importance of strong 
early years and pláy-based learning for chil 
dren in the 3-6 years age group. This has been 
institutionalised in the form of Balvatika (pre 
primary) and Vidya Pravesh (transitioning 
from pre-primary to primary) programmes, a 
total of 72% of students were covered under 
Vidya Pravesh by 2023. 

Ashish 
Dhawan 

By the time Kasturirangan took the 
helm of the NEP committee in 2017, 

India was at a critical juncture. The education 

system had made significant strides in enrol 
ment, but quality remained amassive concern. 

His core insight was simple yet profound: 
Children who learn to read, read to learn." If 
students don't achieve the first milestone of 

reading and numeracy by Grade 3, they fall 
behind not just in school but in life. This would 

have profound implications for their ability to 

engage in higher-level learning and, ultimately, 

for their success in life. 

Another COrnerstone of NEP 2020 is the cre 
ation of large, integrated school complexes 
a move away from fragmented, under-re 

sourced institutions toward more 
cohesive, resource-efficient hubs. 
The PM SHRI (Prime Minister 
Schools for Rising India) scheme, 
launched in 2022, represents a major 
step forward in implementation, 
where 14.500 sch0ols are meant to be 
transformed into model institutions. 
These schools are meant not only to 
embody NEP's pedagogical ideals but 
also to serve as demonstration and 
anchor schools within their custers. 

FLN eventually became a movement across 

the country. Over 15 states have launched FLN 

missions and programmes, and NISHTHA 

FLN (a progranmme that aims to improve 

teacher training and education quality) has 

been adopted by 90% of states and Union Terri 

tories. It even made it to the G20 Summit in 

2023 where Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

Bikkrama 
Daulet 
Singh 

The National Currículum Frame 
work was also revamped under Kas 
turirangan's leadership for a better fit 
with NEP 2020 goals. It restructures 
schooling into four stages-founda 
tional, preparatory, middle, and sec 
ondary aligning curriculum and I 
pedagogy with child development 
milestones. It also shifts focus from 
rote memorisation to building core 

Skills like critical thinking, problem-solving, 
and the application of knowledge; emphasises 
FLN, experiential learning, and a reform of g 
assessment methods to measure conceptual 
understanding rather than just exam perfom 
ance. 

Kasturirangan may no longer be with us. 
But his legacy lives on through the transforma 
tive changes he initiated in India's education 
system. His work continues to push Indian 
education toward greater inclusivity and inno vation, ensuring that every child has the 
opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive ina rap 
idly evolving world. 

Ashish Dhawan is founder-CEO and Bikkrama 
Daulet Singh is operating partner, The 

Convergence Foundation. 
The views expressed are personal 

Khaiuraho. Mumbai, Trivandrum, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada and beyond by Rail or Road- Re o. 
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MAN AND THE MISSION 
KKasturirangan played a leading role in India's 

E 
ascent in the global knowledge economy 

VERY TIMEA person in one of India's 115 "backward" districts logs in to the 
internet or the weather office issues an alert to farmers, or people receive a 
timely cyclone warning, the country reaps the benefits of research by scien 
tists at its premier space agency- ISRO. Unlike their counterparts in the US 

or the former Soviet Union, India's science planners did not envision the country's space 
programme as an extension of the country's geopolitical ambitions. India, instead, used 
its satelites as developmental and modernising forces. K Kasturirangan, who died on 
Friday at the age of 84, played a defining role in this endeavour. From being part of the team 
that launched India's first satellite, Aryabhatta, to preparing the groundwork for the mis 
sions to Mars and the Moon, the astrophysicist left his mark on virtually every landmark 
developmentin the country's space odyssey. As ISRO's head from 1994 to 2003, he steered 
the agency during a particularly challenging period when India faced strict intemational 
restrictions on access to technology. 

Early in his career, Kasturirangan was mentored by Vikram Sarabhai. The doyen of 
India's space programme believed that funding constraints shouldn'trestrict India's tech 
nology ambitions. Sarabhai's mantra, "doing more with less", was at the core of the space 
technology developed during Kasturirangan's leadership of the agency. After the 1998 
nuclear tests, India was denied the crucial cryogenic technology without which a well 
developed space programme could not be built. Kasturirangan, therefore, set great store 
on indigenisation. The Pol�r Satellite Launch Vehicle, perfected under his stewardship of 
ISRO, became a reliable launcher, whose affordability attracted international clients. 
Sarabhai's influence was writ large on ISRO'S remote sensing initiatives that aimed to 
provide the benefits of India's space research to farmers, fishing communities, and par 
ticipants in the health and education sectors. At the same time, Kasturirangan was also 
a leading voice in the post-liberalisation science policy firmament which believed that 
India of the 1990s was poised to join the ranks of space superpowers. The fact that the mis 
sions to Mars and the Moon cost a fraction of other global interplanetary missions is a 
testament to the innovations of Kasturirangan's team. 

Kasturirangan was respected, across political circles, not just as a space scientist but 
as a scholar who understood the links between knowledge and society. In 2012, the UPA 
government chose him to head a committee to deal with the complex question of na 
ture-human interaction in the Western Ghats. Five years later, he chaired a panel set up 
by the Narendra Modi government to draft the New National Education Policy. 
Kasturirangan will be remembered as a scholar who played a leading role in India's as 
cent in the giobal knowledge economy. elx 
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IN PERSPECTIVE 

Alawforequal 
campuses 

Karnatalka must 
backits landmark 
Rohith Vemula 
Act with strong 
deterrents and 

incentives 

JEHOSH PAUL 

TNhe Rohith Vemu-
la Act in Karnataka 
has the potential to 

do what a decade of Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion (ÜGC) circulars and 
campus committees have 
not, and to e every 
stude 
FohandstaffmeVery 

o study, teach, and live 
with dignity. 

Since 20O12, the UGC Pro 
motion of Equity in Higher 
Educational InstitutionsReg-
ulationshaverequireduniver-
sities to create equal oppor-
tunity cells. Yet compliance 
remains superficial. Reports 
have highlighted that many 
institutions lack these cells. 
Ithas also been noted that in 
institutions where the cells 
exist, they are reduced to 
units where the problems are 
brushed under the carpet. At 
IT Bombay, for instance, an 
internal panel investigated 
Dalitstudent Darshan Solan-

ki's 2023 suicide, keeping the 
inquiry within theveryhierar 
chyitwasrmeantto Unsurprisingly. t 
report dismissed any caste 
bias despite evidence from 
campus surveys. 

In February this year, 
the UGC issued its draftPro-
motion of Equity in Higher 
Education Institutions Reg-
ulations 2025 mandating 
ex-officio chairs for those 
cells, Equity Ambassadors in 
everydepartment, and a 24|7 
helpline for discrimination 
complaints. Yet, the draft has 
come under criticism for lim-
iting itself to nominal actions 
and mirroring provisions 
from earlier regulations. 
Worse, the enforcement, 
exactly as in 2012 guidelines, 
would still rest with the very 
institutional headsithopesto 
hold to account. 

A strong Rohith Vemula 
Act should create an inde-
pendent mechanism in the 
form of a State Equity Om-

who can sum onrerords. overturn sham 
inquiries, and levy substan-
tial fines on institutions that 
shield perpetrators. It must 
then guarantee time-bound 
redress by prescribing a sev-
en-daywindowforprimafacie 
serutiny, 30 days for a full in-

affected S 

across caste, gender, and disa 
bility. These measures should 
be funded through a dedi 
cated Equity and Inclusion 
Fund ring-fenced at not less 
than 1% of the higher educa 
tion budget. 

The law also needs to 
provide reparative support 
by mandaing counseling, 
academic flexibility, reloca-
tion, and compensation for 

None of these ideas is 
radical. Each appears some 
where in Indian law already. 
The SC/ST Prevention of 
Atrocities Act offers a com 
pensation scheme. The law 
on sexual harassmentinsists 
on an external member for 
inguiries. The Right to Infor 

mation Actstressesproactive 
disclosure. Whatisnewis the 
prospect of welding them to 
getheri erforthespeciiccontext 

of education. 

Implementation, 
the real test 

annual equity audits and 
public scorecards that track 
admissions, faculty hiring, 
scholarships, and dropouts 

Even the tightest clauses fail 
when universities treat the 
law as one more checklist. 
Karnataka must therefore 
back the principle with cred 
ible carrots and sticks. It 
should deny affiliation and 
State grants to colleges that 
refuse compliance while 
rewarding campuses that 
reduce complaint backlogs 
and raise the number of 
first-generation 1 graduates. 
Institutional rankings al 
readyshape student choices. 
A publicly released Equity 
Index could do the same for 
socialjustice. 

The Státe must also resist 
outsourcing responsibility 

marsinalised students 
themselves in the name of 
peer learning. Profession 
al counsellors trained in 
caste-sensitive practice, Jan 
guage accessibility for rural 
and Adivasi students, and 
routine orientation for facul 
ty are not negotiable. With 
out these safeguards, even 
the best-drafted statute risks 
becoming an empty epitaph 
for Rohith Vemula. 

That the initiative comes 
from a state rather than the 
Centre is fitting. Education 
is a concurrent subject and 
pro progressive federalism often 

begins i 

quiry, and 60 days foraspeak- ing line, "My birth is my fa 
ing order published online. tal accident." A law bearing 

rotection ofwhistle-blowers his 1 

ns in the states. Madhbya 
Pradesh's Right to Public 
Services Act 2010 and Tamil 
Nadu's midday meal pro 
gramme of 1956 offer clear 
examples. Yet the moral 
burden of diserimination is 
not Karnataka's alone. If the 
state's experiment is execut 
ed effectively, transparently, 
andwith accountability, it can 
become a template for a cen 
tral statute that finally gives 
teeth to Article l5's promise 
of non-discrimination at the 
national level. 

Rohith Vemula's suicide 
note closed with the haunt 

and witnesses must be buile me will mean 

in through explicit clauses death. Its purpose must be 
againstvictimisation. to ensure that no student in 

India again sees an accidentin 
theirbirth, whetherDalit, Ad 
ivasi, disabled, or otherwise 
marginalised. Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah has taken the 

students. Finally, it first political step. The draft 
must make discrimination ing table must now match 
measurable by requiring that ambition, ano and the rest of 

the country would do well to 
watch, learn, andsoon follow. 

(The writer is a lauyer and 
research consultant) 

commemorates his 
ifit little 

Bengaluru 
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Australia's reputation as a welcoming destination for international students is facing anewreality. Amid an acute housing affordability crisis and a heated election debate, politicians are turning to capping thenumber ofinternational students as a solution 
VICTORIA KIM 

ustralia was the clear top 
choice when Ali Bajwa, a na 
tive of Pakistan, wanted to 
pursue a doctorate in agricul 
tural science. Theresearch in 

the field was cutting edge, the 
universities were highly ranked and over 
seas students werewelcomein the country, 
whereinternational education hasbeenre 
ferred to as "the biggest exportwedon'tdig outof the ground." 

Bajwa arrived a decade ago, specialis 
ing in weed control. He brought his family 
over, all becoming naturalized citizens. 
He spent years in Wagga Wagga, a rural 
town, working for the state government 
and continuing research in weed science. 
He now teaches at La Trobe University in 
Melbourne and is a homeowner. 

But those hoping to follow Bajwa's path 
face a new reality. 

Politicians on both sides of the aisle have 
turned to capping the number of interna 
tionalstudentsasa way to rein in unafforda 
ble housing, a crisis at the top of voters' 
minds before next month's election. The 

is that this will reduce demand Cantals and starter homes and tamp fo 
down prices. It is a major shift for Austral 
ia, whose economy depends on miningbut 
that once saw education as a "supergrowth 
sector"and soughtto compete forstudents 
with the United States, Britain and Canada. 

Wegainalotmorethan we lose to inter 
national students," said Bajwa, 35. "There 
should bealotmore focus on improving the 
selection criteria or requirements than a 
blanket ban or limiting the number" 

Last year, the governmentofPrimeMin 
ister Anthony Albanese sought to impose 
a limit on international students but failed 
to pass legislation. It has since increased 
student visa fees and slowed processing, 
reducing the arrival of students from over-
seas. The opposition leader, Peter Dutton, 
has pledged to put far stricter restrictions 
on nternational students, slashing the 
pumber bya further 30,000, for a cap of 
240,000 new arTivals a year -and more 

than tripling the maximum visa fees to up 
to 5,000Australian dollars (about $3,200). 

Strict border controls during the coro-
navirus pandemic kept many internation-

al students out. But Australia then made 

a concerted effort to bring them back 
temporarily removing work restrictions 
and offering rebates on visa fees. That led 

to a record surge of students arriving in 
the country in 2023 and 2024, with total 
interoational student enrollment topping 
l million for the first time lastyear. 

In September, Dutton spoke of students 
who apply to remain in the country after 
theirdegrees as "themodern version ofthe 

boat arrivals" in an apparent reference to 
refugees and asylum-seekers. 

AIstralia baslong benefited from immi-
gration, which has boosted its labor force 
andyoungerdemography. About 30% ofits 
population was born overseas, and nearly 
baifhasat least one parent born overseas. 

But views have shbifted, and not just 
here. The United States is scrutinizing and 
revoking student visas in drastic fashion, 

La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia. Both major political parties are pledging steep cuts on the number of foreigners allowed to study in Australia as a way to rein in runaway housing prices. THE NEW YORK TIMES 

casting the rightto study in the country asa 
privilege that can be taken awayseemingly 

arbitrarily; Canada has put the brakes on 
the iníluxof students from abroad; Britain 
has installed new restrictions that it said 
would prevent people from using student 
visas to come work in the country. 

How foreign studentslost 
their sheen in Australia 

Australia had long allowed and even 
encouraged major universities to become 
dependent on international students to 
expand their campuses and research pro 
grams. Foreigners pay much higher fees 
than domestic students and contribute a 
substantialportion of the schools'revenue. 

nternationalstudentsin Australia had 
been used for quite some time as a form 

of an export industry" said Peter Hurley, 
a professor of education policy at Victoria 
University. "Thesameway they'repromot-
ing the sheep industry, it's been the same 
with international education." 

The postpandemicsurgein international 
students coincided with an acute housing 
affordability crisis in Austalia. Home Val-
ues have soared compared with incomes, 
rising about 45% from 2020. Sydney was 
thesecondleast-affordable city in theworld 

after Hong Kong in 2023, based on a com 
parison of median home prices to median 
incomes. 

Whilemultiple factorshave contributed 

tothe erunch in housingsupply--including 
labor shortages, rising construction costs 
and regulatory issues -internadonal stu 
dents have made for an expedient, non 
voting segment to target as a quick fix for 

politicians. 
That sentiment was reflected in a ques 

tion put to Albanese, of the center-left 
Labor Party, and Dutton, who leads the 
Liberal Party, in their irst dlebate of this 
election cycle. 

UHTY 

"We have a lot ofstudents who are here 
visiting who are buying housing within the 
city area,"saida74-yearrold woman named 
Janine, who said she was concerned about 
her children and grandchildren's ability to 
everbe able to afford a homne. "Whenis one 
of our governments going to turn up and 
say, Australia belongs to Australians?" 

AndrewNorton, a professor ofhighered-
ucation policy at Monash Business School, 
saidthere was no question that the number 
ofstudents arriving in the country-many 
of them wanting to remain in the country 
aftergraduation-was contributing to the demand side of the housing shortage 

OSHES 

At the same time, he said, the current 
spike is an aberration because of pent-up 
demand during the pandemic and fewer 
students returning home. The proposed 
caps, he added, would be a short-term 

solution rather than the more thoughtful, 
comprehensive migration policy reform 
that is needed. 

Critics have also noted that internation 
al students largely occupy apartments 
and share houses concentrated near the 
universities that would typically not be the 
types of homes sought out by first-time 
homebuyers. 

Cliford Suryana, a fourth-year student 
at the University of Sydney studying law 
and commerce who is from Surabaya, In 
donesia, sajd be bad learned Bnolish from 
Australian teachers wbo lived inhis home 
town. When it came time think about 
university, he said he felt a general affinity 
for Australia and also thoucht there were 
businessand diplomatic ties with Indonesia 
thatwouldlend themselves to career oppor 
tunities. Many of his fellow international 
students, who make up nearly half of the 
student body at the University of Sydney 
and account for four-Hfths of the school's 
tuition fees, contribute farmore to Austral 
ian society than they take from it, he said. 

"Most of them would want to work in 
Australia orgo back to their original coun 
try with knowledge they got from Austral 
ia,"he said. "In my perspective. that would 
only be good for Australia." 
The New York Times Dhal 
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Sins ofomission:A 

T 
textbookcase 

he National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has revised Class 7 so cial science textbooks for the current academ ic year by deleting sections on the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughals. Instead, new contentsuch as ancient Indian dynasties, the Maha Kumbh, and pilgrimage sites have been introduced. Separate textbooks for history, geography, and civics have been replaced with asingletextbook, Exploring Society-India and Beyond (Part l). n the new book, history lessons end with the Gupta dynasty period between the 3rd and 6th centu ries, and the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal periods have been dropped. Chapters in thenew book dwell more on the political landscape of ancient India, Satavahanas, Chedis, Cholas, Pandyas, the Mauryan empire, and emperorAshoka. 
Unlike the old history textbook, which began in the 

7th century and covered the medieval period includ 
ing the Delhi Sultanate, the Mughal rulers, and their administrative systems, the new book's focus is on the 
five themes of India and the World, Tapestry of the Past, Our Cultural Heritage and 
Knowledge Traditions, Governance 
and Democracy, and EconomicLife 
Around Us. There is a new chap 
ter titled How the Land Becomes 
Sacred' on religious sites and text 
on the Kumbh Mela claiming the 
participation of 66 crore pilgrims. 
NCERT officials saythat the current 
bookis onlyPart1, and further chap-
tersare expectedinPart2. However, 
they do not saywhether the omitted 
portions will be included in Part 2, 
covering the rest of the syllabus, 
whichis expectedlater this year.Un 

Sections on 
the Mughals go 
missing from 
NCERT 

textbookS; 
patterns of past 

revisionshave 
been political 

ion Minister of State for Education Sukanta Majumdar has said thatthe section on the Mughal erahasnotbeen removed and onlyrepetitions have been edited out. The factis that an important period ofhistoryis miss ing in the book's Partl with no certainty ofit being in cluded in Part2. Textbooks have beenreduced to an ide ological and political battlefield by the present regime. The NEP's focus on Indian ethos is a fig leaf for this pe 
riodic exercise. There have been atleast threerounds of 
NCERT textbookrevisions. Texts have been rewritten 
on the pretext of remmoving overlapping content. Ref 
erences to the Babri Masjid demolition, the 1975-76 
Emergency, Dalit movements, Naxalite insurgency, 
communal violence, and the 2002 Gujarat riots were 
rewritten, cut, or removed. More disturbing than the 
periodic changes is the lack of clarity on the content 

and uncertainty over what part of the syllabi may be 
retained, removed, or revisedand when or in howmany 
stages this would be done. 

Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-8), 29 APRIL 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN 

There are areas in which Kerala has not been 
a leader. The setting up of private universi 
ties is one. But now an ideological rubicon 
has been crossed with the state's legislative 
assembly recently passing the Kerala State 
Private Universities Bill (KSPUB). An article 
in this newspaper ("Why Kerala has finally 
opened the door for private universities in 
the state', March 29) stated that Kerala is 
the last state in the country to allow this. 
The change of mind has very likely been 
forced by the growing public attention 
drawn to the exit of college-age Malayalees 
to institutions outside the state. What will 
follow the legislative act is a matter of in 
terest. Expectations would best be guided 
by both the experience with private univer 
sities elsewhere in the country and the long 
history of private presence in higher edu 
cation in Kerala itself. 

There are 471 private universities in 
India. That makes for over 15 universities 
in a state on average, a number large 
enough to influence the character of higher 
education in their respective states. Has 
their presence led to higher educational 
standards? As viewS on what constitutes a 
superior education vary, we may use a sim 
ple criterion to answer the question, which 
would be whether students graduating 
from the private universities are invariably 
better informed within their area of study 
and possess greater critical thinking abil 

Answer is not to go private 
Private universities may not be a panacea for Kerala's education ecosystem 

ity.If you are to compare students from the 
very best undergraduate colleges of the 
public universities of India with those from 
the best private universities in their neigh 
bourhood, the answer in many cases is 
"no". The reason is not far to seek. The best 
private universities hire faculty with world 
class qualifications, who mostly deliver in 
struction to global standards. It has been 
the experience, however, that this offering 
is not necessarily imbibed. When students 
are from the wealthiest sections of the 
commercial classes, being assured of an in 
heritance, they have no incentive to learn. 
Of the weak link between well-stocked 
universities and the quality of their product 
we should have learned long ago, from the 
experience of private medical colleges in 
southern India. India has allowed private 
enterprise to produce doctors who have, at 
no point in their past, faced competition, 
nor will they have to face it at any stage in 
their future. As long as India's private uni 
versities function as client servers, it vwould 
be naive to expect that they can raise the 
standard of education in this country. 

While Kerala may not have had private 
universities, it has, for at least a century, 
had private colleges. These are termed 
"aided educational institutions", as they 
receive financial support from the govern 
ment. We can learn from this history. That 
seats in the aided colleges are going abeg 

ging today shows that public perception 
of their academic value is low even at the 
very low fees set by the government. This 
is not surprising. By far the greater part of 
these institutions are virtually denomina 
tional, with strong caste or religious affil 
iations. They have been established to pro 
mote the career of sectional groups and to 
reproduce their cultural values. Such a 
mission is not aimned at providing a supe 
rior education, even as it has an ethically 
questionable exclusionary bias. Most of 
the private aided institutions have not up 
held democratic values either. Their infrac 
tions range fromn dismissing, rather than 
backing, lecturers attacked by intolerant 
religious fundamentalists to colluding 
with conservative students who cancel the 
screening of films with a depiction of al 
ternative sexuality. So, if private universi 
ties in Kerala are to emerge from the same 
ecosystem, we may expect little improve ment by way of educational quality or a 
shift to a liberal culture. 

Finally, while private universities may 
be secular, it is not necessary that they will 
also be liberal, that is, open to contending ideologies and permitting a critical stance by members vis-a-vis the power elite. We 
are seeing this play out right now in the 
United States, with its leading universities 
succumbing to the pressure to dismantle 
whole departments at the behest of a 

regime hostile to their politics. How the pri 
vate universities that may emerge in Kerala 
will handle similar pressure is anybody's 
guess but it would be vital to their credi 
bility as universities. Given the immense 
powers of the state, a tolerant one will be 
essential to the emergence of liberal pri 
vate universities here. A university over 
which the fear of the state hangs like a 
sword cannot serve the purpose of being a 
site for the pursuit of knowledge. The 
KSPUB provides for a far greater presence 
of the state in governance than is the case 
in other states in India, with a provision for 
government representatives in many of the 
crucial steering committees. Even if such 
an arrangement is nota deterrent to entry, 
how it will pan out later on is yet unknown. 
There is the possibility that it may suppress voices critical of the state's narrative or in 
sist on partisan schemes adopted by the 
political party in power. 

However, while one should not be 
overly optimistic of the outcome, one need 
not be pessimistic either. The future need 
not be like the past. If evena few excellent, 
secular and liberal private universities were 
to emerge in Kerala, competition could 
nudge its vast public university system to 
perform at least a little better in serving the 
aspirations of its youth. 

The writer is an economist 
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G KUMAR NAIK 

t the recent Startup Mahalumbh, 
the Union Minister for Commerce 
stirred controversy by comparing 

India's startup ecosystemt to China's. His 
provocative claim-that China is invest-
ing in high-end technology while India 
is building grocery delivery apps and gig 
work platforms- sparked widespread 
debate. While much of the discussion 
focused on the capabilities of India's 
startups and the role of government, the 
moment offers an opportunity to confront 
a deeper issue: the persistent exclusion 
of Scheduled Caste sC) and Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) entrepreneurs from India's 
startup and business landscape. 

A 

The uncomfortable truth isthat India's 

Themissingentrepreneurs in India's startup story 

startup ecosystem continues to be domi 
nated by caste groups with generational 
ccess to capehip.For SC/SI 

. networks, and a culture 
entrepre 

nities, the Toad to entrepreneurship re-
mains disproportionately steep and poor-
ly paved. This disparity extends beyond 

startupsinto the Micro, Small, and Medi-
um Enterprises (MSME) Sector. Accord-
ing to the Periodic Labour Force Survey, 
sector-wise labour force participation in 
Indiastands at 45% in agriculture, 11% in 

manuactu aturing curtails ,and 32% in services. .The 
limited s of 
opportunities for SC/ST entrepreneurs 
to enter this critical sector. Systemic bar-
riers- such as limited risk appetite, lack 
of exposure, restricted access to credit, 

d exclusion from business networks -
rentrench his gap. 

The MSME Report 2020 reinforces 
this inequity: SCs own only 8.9% of regis 
teredMSMEs and STs a mere 2.9%.Most 
of these are microenterprises, far from 
fair representation, especially consider 
ing that Sc/ST communities constitute 
over 25% of India's population. Encour 
agingly, our state Karnataka has taken 
bold steps to promote entrepreneurship 
among $C/STS. Initiatives such as interest 
subsidies, collateral-free loans, training 
programmes, industrial land subsidies, 
and support through the Elevate pro 

PANORAMA 

annes 

gramme are beginning to yield results. communities with little generational must begin now-with skill mapping, f 
Üntil 2009, less than 19% of industrial land exposure to business. Real transforma- nancial literacy, and entrepreneurship 

in the state was allotted to SC/STs. Today, 
due to affirmative measures like reser-
vation in allotment and subsidised land 
land is allocated to them. 
pricing, over 12% of allottable industrial 

I have consistently raised the issue of 
support for SC/ST entrepreneurs- par 
ticularly those from rural backgrounds-
-in Parliament, posing several questions 
to the concerned ministries. At the na-
tional level, schemnes such as the SC/ST 
Hub under the MSME Ministry and the 
Venture Capital Fund for SC/ST entre-
preneurs have been launched. However, 
their implementation remains limited 
in both awareness and reach. Consider 
the ST Venture Capital Fund: of the Rs 
50 crore allocated, only Rs 8.41 crore 
has been disbursed to just two ST-owned 
startups since 2024. This reflects not a 
lack of potential, but systemic failure in 
outreach, trust-building, andinstitutional 
support. Governmentclaims ofwebinars 
and social media campaigns fall short in 

tion demands grassroots investment, 
sustained mentorship, early exposure in 
schools and colleges, targeted incubation, 
and partnerships with trusted social or-
ganisations. 

Entrepreneurship is not merely an eco-
nomic opportunity-it is a tool for cultur-

al assertion. I was deeply inspired to see 
Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
visit Cham: a Dalit-owned brand with 
global re Irecognition. Brands like this chal-
lenge entrenched narratives of exclusion 
andusher in a newera of self-determined 
agency. Wemustreframe how weview SC/ 
ST entrepreneurship. It cannot remain 
confined to kirana stores or small dairy 
units. These communities must be sup-
ported to enter high-growth sectors such 
as artificial intelligence, green energy, 
andadvancedmanufacturing. Innovation 
must not be the preserve of a privileged 
few-itmust become the right of all. 

fi 

If the goal is to súpport 10,000 SC/ST 
entrepreneurs by 2030, the groundwork 

training in schools and colleges, tailored 
to the realities and aspirations of SC/ST 
youth. The government cannot do this 
alone. We need networked governance 
-a collaborative model where the State 

workswith NGOs, business networks, and 
communityorganisations. These partners 
are vital in bridging gaps that neither the 
State nor the market can fillalone. 

We must build institutions that at recog nise and dismantle systemic biases, ln-
novation labs, incubation support, and 
accelerators must cater not just to elite 
startups but also to grassroots MSMEs. 
Business clinics must be established at the 
micro level to support young entrepre-
neurs with legal services, market access, 
and technology integration. 

Organisations like the Karnataka Dalit 
Entrepreneurs Association (KDEA) 
play an essential role in mentoring and 
bridging loing the trust and information gap 
between the government and grassroots 
entrepreneurs. State efforts must com-

9 

and not substitute the work of 

such loca local ecosystem builders. Business 
does not thrive in isolation. SC/ST entre 
preneurs must be connected to investor 
networks, mainstream incubators, and 
mentorship forums. While reservations 
in procurement, collateral-free loans, 
and subsidies are useful, they remain in 
sufficient without the social capital that 
sustains entrepreneurialjourneys. 

The time has come to democratise 
India's s entrepreneurial We must 
build an ecosystem where then 
tech innovator, fashion brand creator, 
or unicorn founder could just as likely 
emerge from a tribal hamlet or Dalit coj 
onyas from an IT or an urban elite family. 
India's true economic potential will not 
be realised when a few prosper, but only 
when all communities have equal access 
to opportunity, networks, and dignity 
through enterprise. 

enext deep 

(The writer is a retired IAS officer and 
CongressLok Sabha member from 
Raichur) 
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What is the controversy Over 
Bengal school scam? 
Why were hundreds of teachers of State-run schools protesting outside the West Bengal School Service 
Commission? Has the list of tainted' and 'untainted' candidates been made public? 

Shiv Sahay Singh 

The story so far: 
ast week, after days of protests 
outside the headquarters of the 
West Bengal School Service 
Commission (WBSSC) in 

Kolkata's Salt Lake area, hundreds of 
teachers of State-run schools decided to 
call off the agitation for a week. The 
protests had erupted on April 21 after the 
State government went back on its 
promise to make public the list of 
"tainted' and »untainted' candidates in the 
recruitment process carried out in 2016. 

What did the government say? 
The government said it had sent the list of 
»tainted' and 'untainted' candidates to the 
district inspectors of schools. The 
protesters said they would return to their 
schools, and resume the protest in a few 
days. On April 26, another group of 

protesting employees, the non-teaching 
staff of State-run schools, held a meeting 
with the State government. Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee announced that as long 
as the matter is pending before the 
courts, the State government would hand 
out E25,000 per month for Group C staff 
and 20,000 per month for Group D staff. 

What have the courts ruled? 
These developments followed a Supreme 
Court order on April 3 which upheld 
Calcutta High Court decision of April 22, 
2024 cancelling en bloc appointments of 
25,752 teaching and non-teaching staff in 
State-run schools. The recruitment 
process was carried out in 2016 by the 
WBSSC. A Bench consisting of Chief 
Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Sanjay Kumar agreed with the High 
Court's fnding that the selection process 
was "vitiated and riddled with 
manipulations and fraud." 

The Supreme Court and the Calcutta 
High Court ordered the termination of an 
entire panel of teaching and non-teaching 
staff as neither the WBSSC nor the West 
Bengal government came up with a list of 
"tainted' and »untainted candidates 
before the court. The loss of 
appointments of about 25,000 teaching 
and non-teaching staff across 19,000 
schools raised serious questions on the 
funcioning of schools in the State. 

What relief has been granted? 
On April 17, the Supreme Court granted 
some relief to the West Bengal 
governmnent by allowing the services of 
"untainted' teachers to the State's 
government and aided schools to be 
retained till a fresh recruitment process is 
completed by the end of 2025. The Court, 
however, passed no such order for 
non-teaching staff. 

After the April 17 order, pressure 

mounted on the State government and 
the WBSSC to release the list of tainted' 
and 'untainted' candidates. The State 
government, however, insisted that 
teachers would get their salaries. "You 
don't need to worry about who is tainted 
and who is not. You only need to worry 
about whether you have your job and 
whether you are getting your salaries on 
time" Ms. Banerjee said at a public 
meeting on April 22. So far, neither the 
West Bengal Education Department nor 
the WBSSC has officially come out with 
the list. However, the protesting teachers 
who held meetings with WBSSC have 
pointed out that out of 17,206 teachers 
recruited during 2016, 15,403 were 
´untainted' and eligible to continue 
teaching till the end of 2025. 

As the West Bengal school recruitment 
scam continues to make headlines, the 
big question is around the list and the 
number of tainted and »untainted 
recruitments. The protesting employees 
say it is not just about salaries but also 
about dignity, and that it is necessary to 
separate the grain from the chaff. 

When did the scam surface? 
The school recruiment scam came to the 
fore with the arrest of former State School 
Education Minister Partha Chatterjee by 
the Enforcement Directorate in July 2022. 
Subseguently, several arrests were made 
in the scam which involved 
cash-for-school jobs recruitment. K 

THE GIST 

The school recruitment scam 
came to the fore with the arrest 

of former State School 
Education Minister Partha 
Chatterjee by the Enforcement 
Directorate in July 2022. 

A Supreme Court order on April 
3 upheld a Calcutta High Court 
decision of April 22, 2024 
cancelling en bloc 
appointments of 25,752 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff in State-run schools. 

As the West Bengal school 
recruitment scam continues to 
make headlines, the big 
questionis around the number 
of 'tainted' and 'untainted' 
recruitments. 
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UPSC À fyTT gHIð HOe 

1896 3t 1924 E HIfafZNI 1986 â 3IufTIa sir sHAI 
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