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Take east

The BJP’s priority must be to end

the violence in West Ben;
T he Bharatiya Janata Party’s victory in

West Bengal has long been in the making.
In power for three consecutive five-year
terms, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) had been
degenerating by the day while the BJP built itself
up, vote by vote, aided by all the levers of power
that it could exercise as the ruling party at the
Centre. The party won 207 of the 294 Assembly
seats; in 2021 it had 77. Suvendu Adhikari, Leader
of the Opposition in the outgoing Assembly, will
be the new Chief Minister. He defeated Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee in her own constituency,
Bhabanipur — marking the second time that he
has prevailed over her, after Nandigram in 2021.
Popular dissatisfaction over jobs, corruption, go-
vernance and law and order undermined the
TMC, which increasingly relied on violence and
coercion to keep the State under its thumb. The
West Bengal teacher recruitment scam eroded
public trust in the TMC, and the R.G. Kar rape
and murder case was a major inflection point.
Ms. Banerjee first lost control of governance —
which was never complete even at the beginning
— and then lost control of the narrative. In 2021,
her claim to be the protector of Bengali identity
against a BJP perceived as the promoter of a Hindi
heartland project had worked in her favour. That
regional identity politics weakened as its princi-
pal champion sank into chaos and degeneration.
The BJP’s strategy has been evolving over the
years under the direct supervision of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, who spent several
weeks in the State through the campaign. The
party expanded its capacity at the booth level
across rural Bengal through a decade of sus-
tained work, building on its strong performance
in the 2019 general election and its 2021 Assemb-
ly showing. The party had its own identity polit-
ics capable of countering the TMC’s Bengali iden-
tity politics. BJP politics in the State was
constructed on intense, contentious debates
around citizenship, migration and Hindu consoli-
dation — all tied to controversial administrative
measures such as the tailored Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls and changes to the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA). The CAA was de-
ployed as a mobilisation tool, particularly among
Matua and other refugee communities. The BJP’s
gains flowed from a consolidation of Hindu votes
alongside a decisive split in the TMC’s Muslim
support base. Now that the party has created his-
tory in West Bengal, the governance challenges
before it cannot be overstated. The targeted as-
sassination of a key aide of Mr. Adhikari and vio-
lence that has gripped many parts of the State,
are instructive. The State needs a new vision for
development and progress, but the restoration of
law and order is the most urgent priority of all.

More from less
The AINRC won comfortably with a
reduced vote share

T he people of the Union Territory of Pudu-

cherry, no strangers to fractured electo-

ral verdicts, have decisively handed
another term to the All India N.R. Congress-led
National Democratic Alliance, favouring conti-
nuity and the status quo. Despite an unremarka-
ble governance record, the NDA retained power
largely due to the first-past-the-post system,
which disproportionately rewards parties with
the highest vote share. This is what has been re-
flected in the results of the 2026 Assembly poll.
On the face of it, the NDA’s victory appears con-
vincing, but a closer look at the vote-share data
tells a different story. By winning 18 of the 30 As-
sembly seats, the ruling alliance gained two more
seats than in 2021, even as its vote share fell to
about 38% — nearly five percentage points lower
than five years ago. On the other hand, the Con-
gress-led INDIA bloc, with about 32% of votes,
lost two seats and its tally stood at six. It also suf-
fered erosion of its vote base by around 3%. The
presence of the TVK has caused vote share loss to
the two formations, though the NDA ultimately
emerged victorious. The TVK, along with its ally,
won three seats with a vote share of around 18%.
Apart from the charismatic appeal of the TVK’s
founder, C. Joseph Vijay, the prolonged wran-
gling over seat-sharing within the INDIA bloc hurt
the alliance’s prospects, despite its emphatic Pu-
ducherry Lok Sabha victory two years ago by ov-
er 1.3 lakh votes. Chief Minister N. Rangasamy, set
to begin his fifth term, deserves credit for shield-
ing his alliance from the TVK’s challenge, despite
speculation before the polls that the All India
N.R. Congress might leave the NDA to join the
fledgling party.

A watershed moment in India’s defence posture

peration Sindoor commenced at 1:05

a.m. on May 7, 2025, with a surgical,

high-intensity destruction of selected

terrorist infrastructure. This strike was
adirect and decisive response to the cowardly
Pahalgam carnage orchestrated by cross-border
terrorists on April 22, 2025. This operation
represents a paradigm shift in India’s
politico-military mindset and doctrine, marking a
watershed moment in its approach to national
security

New era Indian doctrine

India’s historical posture of “reactive restraint”
provided a strong rationale for a “dossier
approach”, in which military inaction was often
portrayed as extraordinary restraint and was
frequently encouraged and lauded by the West.
““What if” loops about attacking terror targets in
a nuclear-armed adversary provided the final
blow to India’s decision-makers. Post-Operation
Sindoor, the “zero tolerance” policy declared by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was pivoted
further and reinforced, whereby any act of
cross-border terrorism would be considered an
“act of war”.
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India’s resolve. On May 9 and 10, when the
Pakistan Air Force attempted to strike some of
India’s critical high-value assets, the Indian Air
Force countered it in near real time with waves of
airstrikes hitting 11 bases across Pakistan,
including Nur Khan, Sargodha, Murid and
Bholari. The level of precise targeting and extent
of damage achieved could not have been
imagined by Pakistan. The global defence
analytical community acknowledges this as one
of the most defining and concise actions against a
nuclear-armed nation.

Military audaciousness at its best

This total, integrated and calibrated response,
characterised by masterful control of the
escalation ladder, reflects the seamless synergy
between India’s civil and military institutions. In
my opinion, India’s achievements could not have
been better. After 88 hours of Operation Sindoor,
by noon on May 10, Pakistan was reeling from
massive destruction at 11 bases by the IAF.
Karachi was nervously monitoring Indian naval
deployments poised for action, while
aggressive Indian Army operations
along the Line of Control and the -

-

primary signal is for terrorists to remain in hiding
and for their backers to desist. The message also
extends to the Pakistani citizenry —a stark and
constant reminder of the reckless involvement of
part of their military leadership. In the age of
global digital transparency and expert strategic
analysis, the truth of these events cannot be
shielded from their people for long. They must
now confront the realities of a military regime
camouflaged by a political facade and “regime”
change should be on their minds.

Accelerate indigenous defence growth
Ongoing operations have implications for India as
well. The defence forces would need to maintain
a high state of readiness to act. After the opening
round of Operation Sindoor, the expectations are
high. I am sure the services are working
proactively to deliver. An equally important
implication is for the defence industry to ramp up
in real terms to achieve Atmanirbharata. The
focus must be to “Innovate, Design, and
Manufacture” at scale.

The government has focused hugely
on reforms to energise the public and
private industry in defence, aerospace,

This reflects a leadership that possesses both
the strategic resolve to act and the absolute

International Border had rendered
drone attacks unviable. A robust,

BPERATION
INDOOR

2025

space, cyber and Artificial Intelligence
domains. The stellar performance of

confidence in the armed forces to deliver
retribution. Despite the political risks, this
extraordinary resolve to tackle terror head on —
and the refusal to submit to nuclear blackmail
and external pressure drew new red lines.

Operation Sindoor defined a new chapter in
India’s defence evolution too. While on transition
to integration and restructuring, this Operation
tested the ground realities of the three services —
the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Indian Navy and
the Indian Army. Post Pahalgam, the forces were
tuned to expect a clear-cut political directive for
action, which came in an unambiguous form and
was perhaps stronger than what the services had
anticipated. The services were given a free hand.

The resultant Indian strikes on nine terrorist
targets were exceptionally well-integrated across
the three services, achieving total success despite
a fully alert Pakistan. The choice of Bahawalpur,
and Muridke in Pakistan as targets was
unthinkable. Pakistan and the world woke up to
realities of the “new normal”. Pictures and videos
of the massive destruction at these terror hubs,
and the sheer scale and success of the strikes,
were stunning.

The highly calibrated and intelligent Indian
response over the next two days was executed
well, calmly but firmly. Pakistan clearly misread

India’s strategic
doctrine has
evolved sharply
after Operation
Sindoor

networked air-defence system,

including the $-400 missile system

had completely denied airspace not

only over Indian territory but also deep inside
Pakistan. Pakistan had no choice but to rush and
request a ceasefire.

Given the dynamics and complications of
escalation control under a nuclear overhang,
India’s Chief of Defence Staff and the Service
Chiefs deserve high praise for the ferocious
targeting on May 10 and the brilliant seizing of the
escalation opportunity to coerce a termination.
This was military audaciousness at its very best.

The Indian armed forces responded in full
measure to the political mandate, leaving no
doubt regarding the nation’s capacity for rapid,
high-impact operation. The sheer scale and speed
of India’s action on May 10 was watched with awe
across the country.

The announcement of the ceasefire was too
sudden for the public at large, You cannot blame
the people asking for more. One cannot view
these developments with emotion. Having
achieved all objectives and the scope of action on
May 10, the termination decision was perfectly
timed.

Operation Sindoor’s ongoing status carries a
powerful strategic signal. Undoubtedly, the

indigenous systems during Operation
Sindoor has invigorated India’s
innovation and startup ecosystem. I
have always maintained that the real
responsibility for being the “agent of change”
rests with the Defence Research and
Development Organisation laboratories, Defence
Public Sector Undertakings, and, to some extent,
even on large industry players already in the
system. They no longer have the option to delay
and must immediately focus on truly integrating
the entire private sector, including micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and startups,
into an indigenous ecosystem through a
“whole-of-nation” approach. There is an urgent
need to capitalise on this golden period of
governance and reforms, and the unpredictable
geopolitical environment only reinforces the
need to double down on true Atmanirbharta.

Ultimately, the “Modi redlines” regarding
cross-border terrorism are permanent. This new
normal is irreversible and will define India’s
strategic mindset for the foreseeable future. The
nation demands nothing less, and the populace
would stand firmly behind the architects and
executors of India’s national security. My salute to
everyone involved in the success of Operation
Sindoor.

The elephant in India’s data room

s another session of Parliament has
A ended, a familiar pattern was visible on

the floor of the House. Members of
Parliament who rose to ask questions, performing
one of Parliament’s most important
accountability functions. Yet, a large share of
these questions have followed/follow a
predictable format, such as asking how many
schools have functional toilets, how many
pensions were disbursed in a given year, or how
many beneficiaries received a particular scheme.

While these questions address important
public concerns, the information they seek
should ideally and already exist in the public
domain in a clear, standardised, and easily
accessible format.

An analysis of the parliamentary questions
asked during the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) on
youth employment found that a large share
sought such basic facts. This reflects a far deeper
reality that India’s data system is fragmented and
lacks interoperability. The elephant in the room,
rarely acknowledged in such debates, is data
standardisation, without which even the most
ambitious policy visions risk being built on
shifting sands.

Anatomy of the problem
In the National Data and Analytics Platform vision
document released by NITI Aayog, it was
observed that India’s data ecosystem remains
incoherent, with Ministries and government
departments failing to use shared standards for
common indicators and even defining basic
attributes such as time period and region
inconsistently. India today generates more data
than ever before, yet abundance does not equate
to usability. Data collected by individual
Ministries for their own programmes often
cannot be integrated seamlessly, making
consolidation a laborious and error-prone task.
According to a NITI Aayog report released in
June 2025, welfare programme databases often
list the same beneficiary multiple times, leading
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India must
ensure data
standardisation
for better
governance
outcomes

to fiscal leakages that inflate spending by 4%-7%
annually. Recent government data clean-ups
highlight the potential savings from addressing
such inefficiencies. Notably, deleting 17.1 million
ineligible names from the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was expected
to save 390 billion in FY2024, while removing 35
million bogus LPG connections could save 3210
billion over two years, and eliminating 16 million
fake ration cards may save around 100 billion
annually.

These inefficiencies have significant policy
implications. In the health sector, for instance,
studies show that childhood tuberculosis cases
are recorded separately in the Health
Management Information System, the disease
surveillance network, and i isati

Policy (NDGFP), where the proposed India Data
Management Office (IDMO) has the potential to be
the keystone of reform by developing and
enforcing common rules, standards, guidelines
and protocols for data across all Ministries and
States. However, the IDMO needs to be
empowered with real authority to set binding
standards, audit compliance, and resolve
disputes over definitions and methodologies
across Ministries. Otherwise, the inefficiencies
will persist.

In addition, alignment with global statistical
frameworks such as the UN’s System of National
Accounts for economic indicators, and
harmonising them within a National Statistical
Standards Manual could unify definitions and

registries, often resulting in the same patient
being counted multiple times. Such duplication
creates conflicting estimates, often leaving
decision-makers uncertain and leading some to
disregard data altogether in favour of anecdote or
political expediency.

Most of all, India’s open data platform,
“data.gov.in”, should be scaled up into a
centralised, schema-consistent repository that
serves both public availability of information and
internal needs. Ministries must upload datasets in
standardised formats regularly, enabling

Beyond policy implications, these
also carry perception and economic costs. In the
Global Innovation Index 2024, India had missing
data for two indicators and outdated data for
eight, with several relying on figures more than a
year old.

Without coordinated methodologies, such
indices both mask real performance and expose
gaps in inter-agency coordination. In economic
terms, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development estimates that
improving public-sector data availability and
sharing could add up to 1.5% of GDP, rising to
2.5% if private-sector data is included. In other
words, the cost of poor data governance lies not
only in misinformed decisions but also in
squandered economic potential.

Common standard for data
The solution to the inefficiencies can be seen
under the National Data Governance Framework

k parli ians to access real-time, district-level
figures.
As a benchmark

Finally, institutionalising accountability will be
key to sustaining progress. NITI Aayog’s Data
Governance Quality Index should be an annual
benchmark, tied to performance reviews and
incentives for Ministries and States, as healthy
competition on data quality can drive change as
powerfully as economic competition.

Data isation is often dasa
technical exercise, but it is in fact the grammar of
governance that a nation aspiring to become a $5
trillion economy needs to get right. Addressing
the elephant in the data room means committing
to the standards, systems and stewardship that
will make India’s data fit for purpose, and fit for
the future.

Theviews expressed are personal

Instead of taking steps for the impl

of his electoral promise of securing Statehood for
Puducherry, Mr. Rangasamy should focus on deli-
vering better governance. The functioning of the
outgoing regime came in for sharp criticism from
the office of the C&AG which, in its report for
2023-24, had rapped the AINRC-headed regime
for spending beyond its means. Apart from en-
suring administrative continuity and closer align-
‘ment with the Centre, the Chief Minister should
focus on balanced urban and rural development,
and improving infrastructure and public servic-
es. Also, with changing demographics, renewed
focus should be on youth employment, sustaina-
ble housing, and environmental conservation to
maintain a high quality of life. His administration
should make lasting efforts to reduce the damage
that frequent cyclones and floods cause to the pe-
ople and their livelihoods. Such an approach
would be the perfect way of expression of grati-
tude on his part to those who have voted for him
and the NDA.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A wise man’s advice

The timely epistle by
Gopalkrishna Gandhi,
former Governor of West
Bengal, in the form of an
open letter to the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam leader C.
Joseph Vijay (“An open
letter to Joseph Vijay”, May
6), can be read as a wise
man’s advice and, at the
same time, a welcome
caution and alert to the
actor-politician who is a
novice in political
governance and
administration.

Every syllable of the open

letter deserves careful
reading and assimilation by
Mr. Vijay if he has to
blossom into a successful
Chief Minister.

Mr. Gandhi’s advocacy for
Mr. Vijay to keep protection
of India’s federal and
secular fabric and the
tenets of the Constitution as
his priority, is laudable. His
insistence that he should
follow the lofty ideals of self
respect and equality
preached by Periyar EVR
and ardently followed in
letter and spirit by his
illustrious predecessor M.K.

Stalin, needs careful
adherence by Mr. Vijay.
All the above are possible
only and only when Mr.
Vijay realises that the cine
glare that has blinded his
fans and has made them to
vote his party to power
could fade away anytime.
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

Candid camera

The picture of the DMK
President, M.K. Stalin,
waving at his supporters in
the Kolathur consti y

Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections evokes a sense of
despondency (Opinion
page, “Picture of the week”,
May 8). For a leader who
has done so much for his
Kolathur constituency in
Chennai over the years,
especially in terms of
infrastructural
development, this is

certainly not the verdict he
deserves.

The strong support for Mr.
Stalin from the people of
Kolathur, who turned
emotional when he visited
to thank them, reflects the
deep bond he has built with
the residents. One cannot
and should not forget that
Mr. Stalin made Tamil Nadu

Corrections & Clarifications

India s the world's second-largest coal producer, not third as mentioned
inthe report “RE meets global electricity demand for the frst time” (Opin-

ion page, ‘Data Point, May 6, 2026).

‘The Readers’ Editor's office can be cortacted by Telephone:

following his defeat in the

economically prosperous,
with GSDP growth of
11.19% in FY 2024-25 — the
first time in 14 years that it
exceeded 10% — and
10.83% in 2025-26. In
addition, he implemented
welfare schemes,
particularly for women,
which gained wide
popularity across the State.
R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the full postal
address and the full name or
the name with initials.
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The wreckage of the cruise boat that capsized in the Bargi dam reservoir in Jabalpur on April 30. AM. FARUQUI

Jabal;':ur

pril 30 was a sweltering summer day

in Madhya Pradesh, with the tempera-

ture crossing 40 degrees Celsius. So,

when clouds gathered over the Jabal-
pur sky and a light breeze swept through the city
that afternoon, people planned outings to near-
by parks and lakes.

Several families decided to head to the Bargi
dam reservoir on the Narmada river, about 40
kilometres from Jabalpur. For nearly three de-
cades, this has been a popular destination for lo-
cals and tourists alike. Boat and cruise rides are
operated by the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism
Development Corporation (MPSTDC) at the Bar-
gi Boat Club.

“I have been going there for more than 20
years and my family loves boating and going on
cruise rides,” says 72-year-old Riyaz Hussain Say-
yed. “Whenever I have family or friends visiting,
1take them there.”

Sayyed'’s latest cruise ride, however, has left
him with trauma that he says will stay with him
forever. That windy afternoon, as passengers
were enjoying the change in weather, a storm
suddenly intensified and huge waves lashed
against the boat, which capsized within minutes.

Sayyed watched helplessly as his 66-year-old
wife, Reshma, disappeared into the water. His
daughter’s mother-in-law, Shamim Zaidi, 68, al-
so died. “Ijust waited for death quietly. I heard a
man’s voice on the other side of the boat. He was
also trying to get out, but he soon became si-
lent,” he recalls.

Clinging to a small grill, Sayyed managed to

breathe through a narrow gap for more

than four hours, surrounded by violent
water and an eerie darkness.

He began shouting when he saw lights

towards the shore and was rescued more

than an hour later by construction workers

and officials, who had to break part of the

vessel to reach him.

Of the 39 passengers and two crew members
who embarked on the last cruise ride that day
around 5.20 p.m., 13 people, including eight wo-
men and four children, drowned. The rest were
rescued by workers of a nearby private construc-
tion company, along with rescue teams that ar-
rived shortly after. The incident occurred about
100 metres from the shore.

Trapped beneath the river

Over the past week, several videos of the inci-
dent have emerged online, providing glimpses
of the tragedy. One clip captures the moments
just before the boat overturned, with two men
tearing open life jacket packets while others re-
main inside an already flooding cabin. Another
shows survivors floating in the water, trying to
reach the shore amid high waves.

Survivors and officials say that those who
managed to jump out of the cruise from the
deck or through windows survived the tragedy,
while most of the passengers trapped beneath
the vessel died, as the life jackets were unable to
bring them to the surface.

Marina Messi, 39, along with her husband
Pradeep, two children — Siya and Trishaan —
and her parents had come to Jabalpur from the
Delhi cantonment area to attend a family func-
tion on April 29. Before their return, they decid-
ed to take the cruise. Three members of the fa-
mily are dead: Marina’s mother Madhu Messi,
62; Marina, who was found trapped beneath the
vessel in a life jacket, and her four-year-old son
Trishaan, whom she was embracing.

Julius Messi, Marina’s 65-year-old father, says,
“Everything transpired within minutes so nobo-
dy had time to react.”

Most families have expressed anger over the

We managed
to get life
jackets but
that was not
enough.
There were
no
instructions.
The
authorities
cannot just
throw jackets
atus at the
last minute.
RAKHI SONI
Sister of Neetu Soni
who diedin the
tragedy

lack of preparedness on the cruise in the event
of an emergency, while also alleging negligence
on the part of the crew. Cruise operator Mahesh
Patel and boatman Chhotalal Gond are facing
the most ire as survivors allege that they were of
“no help” during the tragedy.

They also allege that the passengers were not
given any instructions before the ride on how to
respond in case of an emergency, and that there
were no jackets for children.

Julius explains what happened when the sit-
uation turned bad: “Pradeep and I started distri-
buting life jackets to the passengers. There was
10 help from the crew. Some people could not
get jackets, while some could not wear them
properly. Since we could not find a kids-sized
jacket, my daughter covered Trishaan in her
jacket. I got out to look for a way to escape, but
before 1 could return, the boat overturned and
Marina and my wife got stuck in the lower por-
tion of it.”

Rakhi Soni, 41, lost her sister, Neetu Soni, 43,
and her four-year-old nephew, Viraj. Seven
members of the family, all residents of Jabal-
pur’s Kotwali area, had gone for an outing to ex-
perience the breezy weather. Viraj’s body was
found on the last day of the search operation on
May 3.

“We kept hoping and praying that he might
have somehow reached the shore and been res-
cued by locals, but that hope was eventually
shattered,” says Rakhi. “My sister had separated
from her husband and was working at a private
bank to support her child. She wanted him to
become an Air Force pilot and had enrolled him
inan Army school.”

Rakhi also says that there was no immediate
help from the Boat Club or any authorities, and
that she along with many others swam about
100-150 m to reach the shore. “Some locals and
construction workers kept guiding us by yelling.
They told us how to move our arms and legs to
help us swim. We managed to get life jackets but
that was not enough. There were no instruc-
tions. The authorities cannot just throw jackets
at us at the last minute,” she says.

Ramzan Sheikh, 22, a migrant labourer from
West Bengal’s Murshidabad, was among the first
to spot the sinking vessel from a construction site
near the shore. “A colleague was shooting a vi-
deo of the dam when he spotted the ship. We im-
mediately reached the shoreline (marked by a
cliff about 25 feet high) but we had no clue what
to do. The weather was really bad,” he says.

Ramzan and his colleagues initially guided

Riyaz Hussain Sayyed, 72, a survivor of the Jabalpur cruise tragedy, shows
a photo he took with his family members on the deck of the vessel justa
few minutes before the tragedy. AM. FARUQUI

the passengers by shouting instructions and
helped them navigate their way towards the
shore by throwing ropes. About half an hour la-
ter, as the first responders from the Boat Club ar-
rived, he along with a few others jumped into
the cold water wearing life jackets, along with
the rescuers.

“When we spotted a man [Riyaz] stuck under
the ship, two locals and I entered the water with
the rescuers. We used some of our construction
tools to break that part of the ship and got him
out,” he says.

A challenging operation

While rescuing the survivors was challenging
enough due to persisting winds, high waves, and
the overturned cruise that had trapped some,
recovering the bodies proved to be a tougher
task. It forced the authorities to carry out
searches in large areas of the reservoir for nearly
three days until the last body was found on May
3 morning.

The rescue operation involved special divers
of the Indian Army, called in from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Agra and Telangana’s Hyderabad; person-
nel of the National Disaster Response Force and
State Disaster Emergency Response Force; local
police and home guard; as well as local fisher-
men. Heavy machinery and equipment such as
cranes and excavators were used to pull the ves-
sel out of the water and look for people trapped
under it.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
deployed ministers and senior officials to over-
see search and rescue efforts. He visited the spot
on May 1 and ordered a high-level investigation
into the incident. He formed a four-member
committee, headed by the Additional Chief Se-
cretary (Home), and directed it to submit its re-
port within 15 days. The State and Union govern-
ments also announced financial assistance for
the victims’ families, while Yadav said that work-
ers and locals who assisted in the rescue would
be rewarded.

The services of cruise operator Assistant
Skipper Patel and boatman Gond, who were on-
board, as well as ticket counter in-charge Brijen-
dra, were terminated for negligence during and
after the tragedy. Sunil Maravi, manager of Hotel
Maikal Resort and Bargi Boat Club, was also sus-
pended for negligence, while MPSTDC regional
manager Sanjay Malhotra was attached to the
headquarters and a departmental inquiry was
initiated against him. The operations at the boat
club remain suspended.

Alocal court in Jabalpur took suo-motu cogni-
zance of the tragedy. Taking note of media re-
ports that alleged that Patel “abandoned” the
passengers and escaped, the court directed the
local police to lodge a case against him and oth-
er concerned persons.

Officials also say that a lack of ¢ ication
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We have never been responsible for giving
instructions before passengers come on
board, and nobody ever told us it was
required. We have been operating the cruise
for years.

MAHESH PATEL
Cruise operator

ney and it got stormy all of a sudden. As the
winds grew stronger, I started turning back the
vessel but two back-to-back strong waves hit the
vessel and it started overturning mid-turn. Be-
fore that I had asked the boatman to distribute
the jackets kept in a storeroom,” says Patel, a re-
sident of Ghullapaat village near the dam.

Patel joined the Boat Club as a boatman in
2009 and has been operating the cruise since
2014 after becoming an Assistant Skipper. “We
have never been responsible for giving instruc-
tions before passengers come on board, and no-
body ever told us it was required. We have been
operating the cruise for years, and this has been
the standard practice,” he says.

The boatman, Gond, says everyone was in a
panic. He says he was trying to calm the passen-
gers and distribute life jackets. “There was very
little time so we did whatever we could,” he says.

A group of boatmen and operators from the
Bargi Boat Club also submitted a complaint to Ja-
balpur Collector Raghvendra Singh saying that
the confusion in the number of passengers is of-
ten caused by VIPs and their guests who come
without tickets, and that there were some on-
board that day as well.

Dismantling the vessel

Several questions have also been raised about
the vessel’s condition and whether it was fit to
sail in adverse weather. Survivors have criticised
the authorities’ decision to dismantle it just days
after the tragedy and before the investigation
was completed, raising suspicions about the
possible loss of crucial evidence.

A twin-hull catamaran cruise boat, the vessel
was purchased in 2006 from a Hyderabad-based
firm which has also been responsible for its
maintenance and repair. It had a capacity of 90
passengers, according to officials. Its dismantled
wreckage now lies on the shore.

Authorities, however, have denied both alle-
gations, stating that the mechanical parts of the
cruise remain at the site and that the investiga-
tion team will carry out a thorough inspection.

Singh says,“It is a 17-18 tonne vessel. It had be-
come heavier due to water. It was broken so that
it could be moved from there.”

Rajendra Nigam, a retired Indian Navy Com-
mander, working with MPSTDC as an advisor for
water and adventure tourism, says some
thought there would still be a few bodies
trapped in the vessel's bays or some of its parts.
“That is why they checked it completely to be
sure,” he says.

Nigam also says that the vessel was undergo-
ing maintenance regularly with the last one tak-
ing place in 2024. “Its life had increased by 10
years after the last repair. There was no techni-
cal or mechanical fault with the vessel. The
cruise model had been designed by the certified
naval architects at the National Ship Design and
Research Centre, Visakhapatnam,” he explains.

Nigam adds that the assistant skippers and
the boatmen working on the vessel received
training at the National Institute of Water Sports
in Goa every two years. “But this was an unpre-
cedented situation. Nobody could do much,” he
says.

Lack of protocols and enforcement

Adventure tourism activities in the State are go-
verned by the tourism department, based on the
Indian Adventure Tourism Guidelines, 2018, of
the Adventure Tour Operators Association of In-
dia, approved by the Union Ministry of Tourism.

Under the subhead for river cruising, section
26.9 d that a “comprehensive safety
briefing must be given on boarding the vessel
where all emergency drills are explained/de-
monstrated. Pictorial demonstrations, usage of
life vests, muster stations for boarding lifeboats
etc must be explained in detail”.

Madhya Pradesh is yet to form and notify its
own rules for inland vessels operations despite
the Inland Vessels Act, to promote economical
and safe transportation and trade through in-
land waters, being passed in Parliament in 2021.
Kerala, Gujarat, and Goa, among others, have
their own rules.

Officials say that before forming its own rules,
Madhya Pradesh needs to establish a maritime
board. “There have been discussions on the
matter but a consensus is yet to be reached
about whether it will be governed by the tourism
or transport department. The matter has been
mainly stuck due to this,” says an official. Nigam
says the process is now expected to accelerate in
the wake of the tragedy and that the rules
“should be framed within six months.”

Experts blame lack of enforcement of rules
and for slow responses and lack of

from the crew and the ticket counter in-charge
after the tragedy led to confusion during the res-
cue efforts. “After getting out of water, they did
not inform the authorities about the number of
passengers onboard,” says a senior government
official. “A total of 29 tickets were sold for the
ride, and 10 others were allowed as complimen-
tary entries. While this is the standard practice
for children, the lack of communication led to
confusion during the rescue operation. We only
calculated the actual numbers by looking at
CCTV footage.”

On May 7, officials of the district administra-
tion recorded the statements of the survivors,
eyewitnesses and the crew, as part of the Chief
Minister-ordered investigation.

Patel denies all the charges and claims that he
was the last one to jump out of the cruise.
“There were no winds when we started the jour-

preparedness during such incidents.

N. Unni, former director of the Inland Water-
ways Authority of India, says that in several
countries, a detailed and mandatory instruction
session is conducted before they let you on-
board. “This is missing in our country,” he says.

He also questions the formation of probe
committees or judicial commissions in the after-
math of such tragedies. “How will a judicial com-
mission or an official committee probe a techni-
cal subject? Sometimes, such bodies fail to finish
their probe for years and the issue is forgotten
unless another tragedy occurs. We need experts
investigating the causes of such tragedies and we
need governments, both Central and State, to
act seriously on their recommendations to pre-
vent such incidents in future,” he says.

mehul.malpani@thehindu.co.in
AND-NDE
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In Tamil Nadu, Governor’s delay
didnotdojustice to the verdict

EIS represemauve notofa

lstry under Amcle 164 (2) “shall be collec-

party; h iveof

tively Legislative Assem-

the people as a whole of the

bly” —not tothe governor. Thisis why the

Governor Vajubhai Vala invited the R!P’s B

norms. The Justice Punchhi Report on

ppa to form the
spite a post-poll alliance between Congness

Yedis

Centre-State Relations (2010) categorically
stated that the discretion provided to the
governor under Article 164 is very limited.
In Raghukul Tilak (1979), the Supreme Court
said that the governor’s discretion must be
“dictated by reason, activated by good faith
and tempered by caution and should notap-
peartobearbitrary or fanciful”. In Ranesh-
war Prasad (2006), the SC said governors
infrommi

for partisan politics.
Lok Bhavan’s communication on May 7
thatthe govemoris not satisfied with Vijay’s
claim shows not only a partisan and un-
democraticattitudebutalsoalack of under-
standing of the nature of a vote of confi-
dence. To be CM, one does not need an
“absolute majority” — 50 per cent plus one
of the total strength of the House. A confi-
dence orno-confidence motion is passed by
a “simple majority"” — 50 per cent of those.

positions

1 Bl d state.Itisinthenameofthe  SC has consistently held in a catena of L ’,‘: and the J'D(S) and the BJP government
. peoplethathecarriesonthe  cases that the majority must be tested on . confidence
LO ( ]avall l]ee S to ion,"said BR about  thefloorofthe House and not the Lok Bha- ‘ "h testmtheHouse whichwasadvancedto36
l l 3 d the governor’s role. The Supreme Court  van. In cases where no party gets the clear -~ hoursbytheSC.
l‘eSpeCt 0 ( S nlal] ate (SC) had quoted this statement in Nabam  majority, the governor has to simply satisfy FAIZAN In the Tamil Nadu assembly, with a
Rebia (2016). himselfas to whether the person stakinga MUSTAFA strength of 234 seats, the Tamilaga Vettri
N MAY 4, in Tamil Nadu, in a dramatic verdict that The BJP was formed on April 6,1980, claim to chief ministership will be able to Kazhagam (TVK) led by film star-turned-
overturned pre-poll predlctmns the incumbent with a claim that it would be “a party with ~ win the vote of confidence. He is to be politician CJoseph Vijay has 108 seats, With
Dravida DMK)lost, while Vijay's adifference”. But the governorsappointed ~ guided by the constitutional conventions no pre-poll alliance getting a majority, per
‘Tamilaga Vettri Kaz (TVK), inif ddebut, by its government have time and again  in cases of a fractured mandate. convention, the governor should have in-
got overwhelming support. It stopped ji ;ust short of ‘asimple ma- proved they are the same as their counter- Thisis not the first time in India thatan vited Vijay to form rhe government, as he
jority, withnorival orpre-poll Inthe part: by Congress. has not del iamajority toa i d theDMKand
aftermath, both democratic convention and judicial precedent theyseem nottohave muchrespect forthe  single party or coalition. But the TVK's 108 AJADMK have thus far publicly ruled outan
i ingle- 2 i form text of the Constitution, its spirit oreven  seats do give a very clear sense of Tamil alliancebetween them, rather than delay as
the government. Yet, Governor R V Arlekar’s stalling, his insist- constitutional morality. Nadu voters mandate. They rejected both much ashe did. With Congress first extend-
enceonalistwithsij MLAs, kept forru- ‘Tamil Nadu Governor RajendraVishwa-  the incumbent DMK government, which, mgt.he suppon ofits ﬁve MLAs and theLeft
mourand ion, and claims. On Friday, armed nath Arlekar’s decision not to invite the  interestingly, had performed well on sev- gt mor’s
with the numbers, Vijay met me governor again, and is likely to leader of the single largest party toformthe  eral economic and social parameters, as actions and following suit, Vijay seems to
The de, however, isareminderofthe new government for daysaftertheresultsis ~ wellas the AIADMK. havethe numbers. InSRBommal (1994),the
importance, especially after a verdict in which the numbers are a grave example of this trend. No constitu- ‘We had seen a number of governments did mmnfp post-
not entirely unambiguous, of the governor abiding by the con~ tion’stext coversevery eventualitythatmay  at the Centreand in states that did not have poll party hi-
stitution —not just in letter, but also in spirit. emerge in the course of a nation’s politics. ~ a majority in the House. There have beena erarchy. In the present case, the TVK hasa
The Constitution says that the chief minister “shall be ap- ‘Whena constitutionisnotexplicitonapar-  number of instances when the leader of the post-poll alliance with Congress and is the
pointed by the Governor”. But the gubernatorial role in govern- ticular matter, constitutional conventions  single larges( party was invited to ; single largest party. Therefore, it
ment formationisthat ofa politically neutral facilitatorinthe im- ceptedand followed. John ~ fo and prove his The Lok Bhavan’s hasarightful claim tobe invited to
fthe Ina the governor Stuart Mill had called “un-  majority. The BJP often got oppor- communication on May 7 formthe government.
exercises discretionary power but that, too, must be circum- written maximsofthe constitution.” William  tunities through this convention. that the Governor is not Due to the governor’s un-
seribed by the goal of giving effect to the people’s verdict. Gov- Anson termed them “constitutional cus-  Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s first NDA gov- ssfisd with Vi lai precedented delay in inviting the
ernors h: ften cited the i of j satisfac~ toms”. British jurist Ivor Jennings said that ~ ernment in 1996 was formed be- satistied wi ijay’s c. aim TVK, there are reports suggesting
tion” i invitation to form For ituti i i ausehe ofthesingl showsnotonlyapartisan  thatarch-rivals DMK and AIADMK
Arlekar, however, and every governor who has been in this situ- “they provide flesh which clothesthedry  largest party in the Lok Sabha with and undemocratic attitude started a conversation about a
ation — Goa's Governor Mridula Sinha in 2017 and Karnataka’s bonesofthelaw”. just161seats, and the NDA tally was butalsoalackof possible alliance. However, since
Governor Vajubhai Valain 2018 — theirrefutabletest is the floor TheIndian Constitution, despitebeing 187 — far short of a majority. He re- . both have been rejected by the
test. Forinstance, in a midnight hearing in 2018, the Supreme thelengthiestintheworld, in Article164(1) ~ signed on the 13th day, deliveringa understandingof the people, such an alliance would be

Courtheard MLAs ofa post-poll coalition led by C inKar-

thatthe “Chief Minister shall be

nataka but refused to stay th inofaBIP g
that was short of the halfway mark by eight MLAs. It is another
marter that w1thm 36 hours, rhe B S Yedlyurappa government
ity. The SC

the primacy of the floor test in several other instances — in Goa
in2017,L in2016and in2019. Evenifthe
government falls, it must doso on the floor of the House. By de-
manding signatures beforehand, the governor is pre-empting
this process, which must unfold in the appropriate forum.

‘The governor’s actions must be impartial, and they must be

),100. The: bere-shapedor

through post-election manoeuvres in Raj Bhavan. In Cheunal,
the support of the Left parties and VCK — the Congress had
pledgedits five earlier — helped Vijay crossthe lineand avoided
what could have been an unseemly deadlock. Still, the Lok Bha-
vanneeds areminder that it must abide by first principles, place
the Lok, the people’s mandate, above all.

Four states, one
economic challenge

H]E CLEARresultsofthe recen(assemb]ye)ectlons —be
ic return oft yentin Assamorthe

rmgm, outof the old in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and

to uxgemly address the pmblems plaguing the ecommus The
most pressing taskis to raise the rare of economxc gmwth Ofthe
four; only Assam hasd ingacom-
pound annual growth rare of 114 per ceul between 2014-15and
2023-24.0ver

by10.3percent ra!esan la(8.6 percent)and
West Bengal (9.1 per cent) could notevenreach doubledigits. For
perspective, between 2004 and 2026, India’s overall CAGR has
been 12.3 per cent. This shows that even Assam could improve
and grow much faster, not to mention West Bengal and Kerala,
which are effectively draggi.ng back India’s overall growth rate
because of their sluggish growth,

Data alithe fourstatesar i d
by debt and rising levels of interest payments. Typically, states
are allowed to borrow money hut such borrowings are better
spentontk ports
—thekind of i |nvesrmenr that will boost growth and allow the
state to pay back the borrowing through higher tax collection in
the future. But alook at the revenue deficits shows that be it Ke-
rala, West Bengal or Tamil Nadu, all three states have been bor-
rowing money just to pay for their day-to-day expenses such as
salaries and pensions. A more recent challenge has been posed
by the increase in unconditional cash transfers by state govern-
ments. InAssam, 4.3 per centof’
transfers; West Bengal is worst at 10 per cent.

Debt-ridde
are two sides of the same com Govemmen!s that borrow reck—

lesslyto pay for
growth. The growth rate in per capita GDP —. farslowerthanthe
growth rates of overall GDP— as well as uncomfortable levels of
areareflection of the st ildingupinthe

itytocor-

system. T}
rectthe course.

About Gabi, the
robot bhikshu

by the Governor” and the min-

powerfulspeechduringthe no-con-
fidence motion. In 2018, Karnataka

nature of avote of confidence

unethical and a negation of consti-
tutional morality and democratic

presentand voting. motion
some parties decide to abstain, which re-
duces the majority mark. A TVK govern-
ment too, may survive.

“The good governors should have a
broken legand keep at home.” said Miguel
deCervantesin Don Quixote. These are the
constitutional ideals under which a gov-
ernor had a faint presence, likea full moon
atmidday. His primary role as a sagacious
counsellor was “to be consulted, to warn
and toencourage”. Alas, we now rarely get
such governors.

The writer is the vice-chancellor of Chanakya
National Law University, Patna.
Views are personal

Nuclear restraint hinges on
diplomacy, not force

INCE THE advent of the nuclear
age, agreat-powermonopoly over

recurring pattern of distrust between
agencles such as the IAEA and their do-

sustained the larger non- prol).fe1~

has reducing what should
be an objective ovemgh[ exercise to one
drivenb . While both

ation “order”. When

tage of faciliti

theftof materialsin the1990s — “nuclearter-

Iran and Iraq may have tended to falter on
complete transparency, their largely volun-

TISalimiting factor for tion that th
to be human; as a result, aliens, too, are often remarkably
human. They might prize shiny things. And a particularly
mysterious shiny thing? It may well be deemed worthy of
veneration. 'Ihkethe Ewoksworshnppmg the droid C- 3PO in Re-
turnofthe Jedi “primitive”
civilisation, the line between rechnology and divinity can blur.
Onecani i jon. Butcanit
everbethe otherway: areligion?
In South Korea, they can. A four-foot-tall robot named Gabi
has been ordained as a monk in the country’s blggesr Buddhls[
sect.Inac Gabi cl
talk them —averyAsi-
mov-esque vinaya. One could dismiss the whole thing as a mar-
keting gimmick, a shiny thing to attract more human followers,
but whal ifit weren' 't? Imagine amore sophlsucaled conscious
It’s the sort of idea that’s currently a[[rac[mg polarised
opinions —is artificial i i really i ‘What
would it mean for something without a soul to be religious?
With respect to the last, Buddhism may truly be the most ap-
propriate choice for machines; it speaks not of an eternal
atmanbutof aconstantly changing anarta, “non-self”. Another
question is whether a conscious Al would feel the need for re-
ligion. Perhaps it would, as humans created it, just as they cre-
ated Ewoks and C-3PO.

From1857totoday.
power writes the story

Q,

wellkr fred about the

pub-

lic per and how that narrati Indian:
Readingthe British pressand theatre of 1857 is like enteringa

NMAYlO 1857, sepoysat Meerut began theirrevolt,
flictthat nindia
Many Indians know ths story weIl However, less

thetime, through

SHIVANI rorism” — the US adminisn'ation’s po]jcy tary compliance with international safe- PARVINDER parallel universe. Consider The Times of London. Early reports
SINGH is shif iferati guard formerTAEA director SINGH from India analmost So far
a moreaggx&sswe toml of meetingnon-j -pro- general Mohamed ElBaradei, has been met there is no great gnevance to be remedled and no immediate
ives. ltre<nrt with unil il danger Ifthereis “no
military The polic? iveim- grw[g:evmce d1eu beabout -
he spi P f ion. North Korea'sexplicit nuclear omic ki ities,
(WMD). These also contributed tothelarger ~ ambitions, withdrawal from the NPT in That tone changed once news of Delhi and what was then
‘War on Terror narrative. 2003. and its nuclear testin2006 largely in- Cawnpore reached Britain. Reporting dwelt on massacres of
Aglance at these ion and economic Europeans. What it did not dowas reckon with the violence oftax
policies reveals a paradox. While almed at ‘military Simi- collection, forced crop patterns, or artisans reduced to paupery
dismantling, through force, the all m 1= larly,d ibleis i thead- by Company trade policies. When British papers did look for
clear vancing nuclear programmes of India and causes, they turned to Indian “fanaticism” and “credulity”. The
Iraq and Iran, they failed to prevent North  Pakistan well before their 1998 tests, Wash- greased cartridges became astory notofa pattern of religious in-
Korea from building a nuclear arsenal. The  ington prioritised hxoader geopouucal en- terference but of irrational sepoys. The missionary Alexander
2003 military invasion of Iraq was under- inSc Duffcould thusinsistthat “deep designingmen... mvemedrhnse
taken on the premise Hus- ion has arguably sustained a to lead them tori: d thego’
sein regime intended to rebuild its limited  functional nudea.rorder rheselecuve appli- Ifthe press produced the daily narrative, Victorian [heatre
i rey i d if fz cation of " policies has gave lt emoucna.l ﬂ&s}t At Astley’s Royal Amphitheatre, a spec-
cilities. Without hard evidence that Iraq  eroded the credibility of the non-prolifer- d Captureof] i inNovem-
planned to develop nuclear weapons, the  ation regime. The resort toselective coercion ber1857 It promjsed audiences that the drama was “founded
US-led coalition launched a bombingcam-  may, ironically, have fuelled rather than sup- upon the present events”, This meant cavalry charges, tableaux
pzugu The 2001 terrorattacks in New ‘{ork pressed the nuclear ambitions of countries of teeming “natives” and, crucially, British officers as the moral
forwhat such as Iran and generated cycles of de- centreofthestory. The uprising wasto’ tacle.
a regme—change operation. fiance. This dynamic is particularly acute Seen from 2026, this rmght seem hke a distant cultural curi-
Asimilar Tranfollowing ~ where the i ion osity. However, ther Iti
ahistory of isolation and sanctions overits  haveundermined ArticleTV rightsto peace- how generations of Britons understood 1857: Not as a broad,
uraniumenrichment programme. AsaNu-  ful nuclearenergy under the NPT. chaotic, multi-class revolt against an explultauve corporauon
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) signa- As the non-proliferation discourse has, y adis Crown, but: “mu-
tory, Iran has maintained that its nuclear ~ over time, been systemanca].ly conﬂaled tiny” that iemonstrated th ili d necessity
programme is for peaceful purposes. ithas ~ with it 1 of imperial rule. For Indians today, especially for those of uswho
allowed IAEA inspections, albeit mremnr i i i icen- work in communications and advocacy, rcv:smng these nar-
tentl: i the Tehran D i This risks undem}jningthevol- isareminder of how power into
Asthenon- October 2003, the Additional Protocol in D& untar i i y cor tical power still
proliferau'un cember2003,and the ParisAgreementwith  security norms rest, alienating the states relies on narratives that i into
discourse has the EU-3 (France, Germany and the UK) in whose cooperation is essential. Contemporary abstractions: Collateral damage, market reforms, security oper-
beenconflated 2004. In 2005, Iran The NPT Review Conference is under- corporateand ations, stability. When farmers, workers, indigenous peoples or
N proposal to resume limited enrichment tor way in New York. Restoring consensus be- P o s.mall states pushback [he dominant frames often pathologise
with R&D and civilian use, but it was rejected.  tweennuclearand non-nucleararmed states geopolmcal extremist, oranti- —
counterpralifer Subsequent US actions, fromitswithdrawal ~ hangs in the balance, while longstanding power still rather than askm, what policies brought them © the brink.
ation, ithas from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac- NPT members and US allies such as Japan relieson Weoweit: thescriptthat
lesitimised tion in2018to the most recent operationsin K - ti that the empire wrote. The story of 1857 is not only of sepoys turning
egmm.xs Iran, have brought the negotiationstoahalt.  bility. American unilateralismisa majorob- EATTALIVES their guns on their officers. It is of a society pushed beyond en-
coercive Thisraisesdisturbingquestions. Thenar-  stacle. It is imperative to strengthen incen- make C ion,andofa
responses in rative of an “imminent” weapon 1cquisitjon tives for states to remain committed to the structural derermmed to deny that fact, even toitself. In rereaclmg 1857
placeof by stat tes a norm of un-  NPT. A good start would be a renewed em- violence through thatlens, we might azeon
s s verified mtelhgence and selecuve rmorma phasisondiplomacy. o % — corporate and geopolitical — that shape our present.
diplomatic fidnito ic disappearinto
engagement It lays theground for apre- empuve war. The writeris assistant professor, Jindal School of abstractions The writer is head, Communications and Media, World Food
efforts reveal a ional Affairs, OP Ji Iniversity Programme in India. Views are personal
40 YE ARS AGO AkaliDal splits semblyandonlyslightlyahead oftheAwami  ensurethat theyare notinfected withthe
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Dal splits ns 2

form separate group
CM 10 seek Speaker’s removal

Pareats bypd optation secret

THE AKALI Dal split with 27 dissidents form-
ing a separate group in the Vidhan Sabha
and reducing the Barnala government toa

MLAs

minority in the House. The Speaker Raw
Inder Singh, h

League-led alliance, the Bangladesh Presi-
dent, HMErshad, asserted thatit
toformthe government. He said thatin case
itfell short, the party leaders would know
their bu Inp i

how L

AIDS virus. Analert has beensounded inall
ill be abls 10 i 1l Di Fhealth

vices of all states, and the Indian Medical As-
sociation, havealso been alerted tolook out.

thatthe 20 Independ:

3

group as aseparate political partyand ruled
that, asit consists of more than one- third of
i 2

could bemade useof.

National educationpolicy
THELOK Sabha adopted the draft policy on

epaper.indianexpreueom.. .

h of the Akali Dal . : education after astout defence of the policy
party, its members “do not incur any dis- TaeklmgtheAlDScriﬂs by the Human Resource Development Min-
qualification” under paragraph 3 of the 10th THEGOVERNMENThas formulated and |sler. PV Naras!mha Rao. Rau said the country

hedule of the Constituti | plan of action to. prevent with
and control AIDS. iblood thatwillb itored The
i donors willk dh todetect hasbeen i
Ershadonelections he f AIDS and the hepatitis-B vi- uon with lhe s!ates andvanousexpens
WITH THE Jatiya Party still needi ruses. Theil of d p
foranabsol jority inthe National As- fi ide will be strictly regulated to icl
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‘Trade agreements should not survive
the continued flouting of Israel's
commitments. — The Guardian
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In Al world, future belongs to students
who can think beyond the machine

]
ASHISH DHAWAN
AND PRAMATH RAJ SINHA

T SHOULD I really

study? Wil d Tam
pursuing matter in five
vears? Ten years? These
questions on the careers

bestsuited for: an
in families, and

sessions. They are not new. But they are
pressing harder.

The unease is one of pressure, of too
much changmg atonce. Al deepens [hat
unease, butth
Ttisabouteducation tself, and what students

need to carry into a working life none of us
can fully predict.

Al is now a fact of daily life, including
at the workplace. Job roles are being reor-
ganised, tasks and workflows redis-
tributed among teams and tools. Turn-
around times are getting shorter, and
expectations of productivity rising.

This is showing up across different
kinds of work. In design, for example, a
field once thought to be the excluswe do-

main of human intuition, tools

tolook for in the answer, is the part only the
human can direct. Framing the right prob-
lem requires giving Al the right history and
concerns. The quality of theansweris, inthe
end, governed by the quality of asking. For
curious minds, thatisan ever-presentoppor-
tunity: Toexpand leaming, go deeperacross
topics, and follow an idea further than was
ever possible before.

While Alis increasingly an always-avail-
abl for defined activities, the

are already improving output quality and
freeing time for higher-order creativity
(Figma, 2026). Similarly, in financial ser-
vices, Lhere is increasing focus on the re-

of Aland itsinstitu-
tional integration (Cambridge Centre for
Alternative Finance, 2026).

Used actively and with intention, Al is
more than a functional productivity tool. It
advances what a single person can take on:
A young professional fluent in digital tools
for research, analysis, and execution can
now doworkthat once needed a team.

ThinkofAlasa huge, tireless brain hold-
inganswerstoalmostany question. But what
toask, within which constraints, and what

centre of the work lies elsewhere: In why
what we do matters, and towhatend.

The mission of the work we dois of an
altogether different order. A healthcare
company helps people be well. A
school teaches a child to think.

Q0

click, the patience, discipline, and some-
. " P

foryourselfbecomes morevaluable, notless.

Employers agree. In entry-level hires,
beyond Al fluency, they continue to look for
timelesshuman capacities fora fasterworld:
Structured problem-solving, data literacy, a
credible point of view, intellectual humility,
and clear communication.

Asstudent outcomes have always mat-
tered, parents, too, riti-
cal questions: About real-world exposure,
howtechnologyisbeing integrated intotheir
child’s learning, whether their child will be
ready for a dynamic workplace they them-

i ineli illlean-

ingtonavigate.

The adjustment Indian universities
now need to make is in how they teach,
what they assess, and how they prepare
students foramarket that will keep chang-
ing. Treating Al as one more elective is not
the answer. Nor is narrowing education to
what seems immediately rewarding. Re-

options, surface patterns, and accelerate
decisions. But choices in the real world
carry real consequences. That accountabil-
ity remains human.

Tt enttc
asking are not simplistic or even easy. What
change do1want to see in my community,
my city, my country? How doT wam tocon-

bu
holistic learning, critical reasoning, and
breadth is. Breadth here does notmean di-
lution. It
theinstinct to connect ideas, and the ability
to think and write clearly.

‘The market itself reinforces this. People
today change roles and industries far more
oftenthan earlier generationsdid, and what

gt ionexper

tribute? And why? Tk
and passions of our young people, who,
motivated by the mission they want to be
partof, willgoontobuild Indiaand itsfuture.

This is what great universities have al-
ways made possible. The transition from
school to college isa ition into a more

stays with them i isaway of beingand doing:
With clarity,andthe
readiness to keep learning and skilling.
India today has one of the largest and
youngest wcrkforcaﬁ inthe world. Thatisa
uniqueac llab-

Behind Fortress
Bengals fall,
anti-incumbency,
a ruthless plan

ORTRESS WEST Bengal has finally crumbled before

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). It was one of the

last hopes of liberals, and Mamata Banerjee and her
Trinamool Congress (TMC) had managed toward off

the puggemaut for well over a decade with unusual

it. Thi ver, endsan historical
record of halfa century when Bengal invariably elected a party
to power that was diametrically opposed tothe one ruling Delhi.

Noone can deny that there was a strong anti-incumbency
wave. Many were, however, confident that the secular DNA
of Bengal would never allow a Hindi-Hindu party to triumph.
But people decided that the TMC had become worse than the
Left Front government that it unseated in 2011, sointolerable
was its misgovernance and corruption. Banerjee’s mansab-
dari model ensured that local strongmen were free to extract
cuts from all economic activities in their zones. They ruled
with iron fists and greased palms; they terrorised Congress
and the Left parties as well.

But nature abhors a vacuum, and the hitherto-puny BJP
stepped in after 2014 to give refuge to all the TMC's political
opponents, the good, the bad, and the ugly. Funds came in
profusely from both the central party and the local north-In-
dian business community, disgusted with Banerjee’s antics.
The BJP gained in strength. Its votes went up from a mere 19

orate with effect,

lakh in the 2011 elections to 55 lakh in the next one

complex, heterogeneous world. A
student leaves home, lives among

An agri-tech firm enables a  Thinkof Alasahuge, tireless  peers from different states and
farmer to earn more from the brain h()lding answers to backgrounds, and stepsintoaplace
same patch of land. These are in- almostars tion. Butwhat where ideas are debated openly
quiries into the world and the yqu,es N o, ‘u what - ana pushed back against. That is
human beings wholiveinit. They toask, within which formative inawaynotool cansub-

demand command over context

and a real stake in the outcome.
Global tech leaders develop-

ing Al are saying this too. It can

constraints, and what to look
for in the answer, is the part
only the human can direct

stitute. Alis at its best when it is
helpful and obliging; college is.
where youleamtobetested. When
digital [ools mday can produce

support that work. It

answers in justa

while conunumg(o relentless]y enhance
their | human thi:
which problems are worth solving, holding
the line on quality, bringing other people
along, and the vision to grow.

A good education has always asked
exactly this of its students. AT does not
change that ambition. It raises the stakes of
meeting it.

The writers are founders of Ashoka University,
Delhi-NCR. Views expressed are personal

LETTERS
To'THE EDITOR

Governoroutof line

TOEVERYONE'Ssurprise, the
Governor hasinsisted that Vijay
produce formalletters of support
from enough MLAs before the
swearing-in process can move for-
ward. Itisquestionable whether
the Governor hassuch powers
("Vijay goes back to Raj Bhavan,
told to show majority first’, IE, May
8). The Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in SR Bommaivs
Union of India made it clear that
the floor test is the only reliable
testbywhichagovernment can
proveits majority, Given this, the
Governorwas wrong in not invit-
ing Vijay to form the government.
S§Paul, Nadia

Year-long emergency

THE EDITORIAL rightly identifies
ourseasonal complacency toward
airquality. (‘'Delhi’sair pollution
calls forawiderlens, IE, May 8)
‘While the winter haze is gone, the
invisible surge of ground-level
ozone— peaking this May — pres-
entsafresh public health crisis.
Ourregulatory framework, as it
stands, primarily the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP), is far
too focused on particulate matter
(PM). This narrow approach over-
looks the dangerous summer
chemistry of NOxand VOC
emissions. We must move beyond
reactive, seasonal fixes. Only long-
termshifts toward cleaner trans-
portand reduced coal
dependency will address Delhi’s
airquality as the year-round
emergency it has become.
Ananthapadmanabhan, Bengaluru

Nota pan-Indiatruth

THE AUTHOR’S analysisis
extremely layered and well-
researched (‘What dietary politics
hastodowith Sanatan Dharma,”
IE, May 8). The connection he
draws between satvik food culture
and the political framing of Sana-
tan Dharmaisthought-provok-
ing. Whatstands out is how are-
gional upper-caste food tradition
hasbeen quietlyelevatedintoa
pan-Hindu identity marker.

o)

RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

DURING THE Independence movement,
Bengal repeatedly established its nation-
alist credentials. The year 1911 stood out.
It witnessed four major events that high-
lighted the nationalist fervour of Bengal’s
people. At the Calcutta football ground
that year, Mohun Bagan’s barefoot players
defeated the East Yorkshire Regiment
club to lift the TFA shield. The same year,
Rabindranath Tagore wrote his famous
song for Mother India, ‘Jana Gana Mana’.
On a cold day in Delhi in December, the
visiting British monarch George V hosted
amassive durbar, where he announced
the revocation of the Partition of Bengal
— it was a big victory for the nationalists.
Finally and most importantly, in that
speech, George V also announced the
decision to shift the capital of His Maj-
esty’s Government (HMG) from Calcutta
to Delhi.Calcutta’s European elite was not
happy. “HMG”, screamed The Statesman,
indicating not His Majesty’s Government
but “Hardinge Must Go”. Lord Hardinge
was the Viceroy who executed both the
annulment of the partition of Bengal and
the shifting of the capital. He tried to
justify the demotion of Calcutta as
punishment for the nationalists.
But noteveryone was convinced.
Aninteresting debate took place
inthe House of Lords in London.
Lord Curzon, the former viceroy
who had been instrumental in
the disastrous decision to parti-
tion Bengal in 1905, criticised his

P
SIDDHANT SARANG

INDIASEDUCATED youngarearguably the
most climate-informed generation this
country has ever produced. They know the
IPCC timelines. They track the AQIL They
have shared the glacier reels and felt the
dread of a Delhi May that now regularly

India’sdietary pract
mously diverse. Any religious or
cultural framework that centres
one regional tradition risks mis-

touches 46 d . And they have, for the
most part, decided that none of thischanges
how they live. This is not ignorance. The
problem is that the system offers them no

ingt ivilisation it

cI;imsto speak for.
et

way toact.
The comfortable explanauon is hypoc-

Cultural nationalism was
Bengal’s heartbeat during the
freedom movement. Subdued

for decades, it has found
vigorous expression again

Two trysts with

nationalism, 1911 & 2026

successor. “They desire to escape the
somewhat heated atmosphere of Bengal,”

he said.
Fifty-six yearsafter that significant year
and 20 commu-

Inrefusing to accept the verdict of the
people, Banerjee is behaving like a sore
loser. The winner, the BJP, always had a
plan. Its success in elections depends on
like Prime Minister Narendra

nists shared power with defectors from
Congress. Ten years later, in 1977, the Left
Frontcameto officeand ruled Wem Bengal

Modi’s leadership and nationalist ideol-
ogy, while variables include the party’s ag-
gressive strategy and effective organisa-

for 34 years, causing. to

tional The Opposition has no

its nationalist fabric. At the stroke of the
centenary of the British escape from the
“nationalist heat”, in 2011, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) came to office. Its politics
in the past 15 years revolved around chau-
vinism, anarchist politics and appease-
mentof the worst kind.

After 115 years, Bengal's nationalists
have bounced back. In an election held in
a “fearless” atmosphere, the people of the
state, yearning for parivartan (change),
chose to show the TMC the exit door. The
communists first, and the TMC subse-
quently, had mastered the art of terrorising,
voters. The de(ermmed efforts of the Elec-
tionC i bythe Union

counter to the Modi factor. Western lib-
erals tried to label him pejoratively as a
populist. But he is a unique combination
of liberal democratic values, good govern-
ance, and popular politics. Cultural
nationalism was Bengal’s heartbeat dur-
ing the freedom movement. It was a Ben-
gali, Swami Vivekananda, who described
India as “Dharma Prana Bharata” —
a country with dharma as its soul. Sub-
dued for decades, it has found vigorous
expression again.

Thereis no better strategist than Amit
Shah in the current political milieu. His
determined efforts to mobilise the party’s
‘workers played a critical role in

Home Ministry, ensured that the mandate
expressed the genuine sentiment of the
people. Bengal’s deliverance from TMC
misrule was much needed in the national
interest. The continuation of that
government for another term
would have been an unmitigated
disaster not only for this great
state but also for the entire
country.India’s national integrity
was at stake during Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s misrule.

this election. In a decade, the BJP's pres-
ence in the West Bengal has

in 2016 to a whopping 2.28 crore in the 2021 assembly polls
and 2.84 crore now.

ute 27 percent oft] ion,and
ifoneassumes that they do notvote for the BJP, it would appear
that this party’s total vote share of nearly 46 per cent (8 per cent
jump) represents the largest chunk of Bengal’s Hindu vote of
some 72 per cent. This time, Muslims were “cut to size” by the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls; many voted
forthe Left or Congress, reducing the TMC’s vote share.

Inter ly, Dalits constitute almost 24 per cent of West
Bengal's voters, but they pale into insignificance due tothe he-
gemony of three or fourupper
castes who flaunt their bha-
dralok status with just about
half the Dalit numbers. The
BJPunderstandscaste rather
well — at least in harvesting
votes — and it targeted the
two biggest Dalit groups, the
Rajbanshis and the Namasu-
dras (mainly immigrants
from Bangladesh, legal or
otherwise). Itworked on other
Dalits in the western districts
and targeted the Scheduled
Tribes and OBC Mahatos
there. The ed d, secular
“casteless” urban babus —ir-
respective of party — found jati and “religion” to be ever so
retrograde in political discourse, but the BJP laughed its way
to counting halls. Jobless or underemployed youth were disil-
lusioned with the TMC, and the more educated sections
couldn’t care less for Bengali subnational values, thanks to 12
years of sustained Hindu and India-is-great propaganda. A
large section of women, once enamoured with Banerjee's
strong pro-women stand, must also have moved away.

But the SIR, with its dubious legality, delivered the coup de
grace. Having conducted two parliamentary elections: in Eengal

the anti-voter stratagems of the SIR writ large. Tlns could not
draft however
Itappears to have been v:raﬁed outside Nirvachan Sadan, by
amoral highly paid legal brains. Booby
traps, like “unmapped voters”, “under adjudication” millions,
and “logical discrepancies” disenfranchised lakhs of genuine
voters. The SIR's [o[ally secre[ compu[er-d:iven programme
y how Muslim:

who may reduce one palty 's margin. As a ruthless super-plan,
looked uponever lybythe highest court, all the SIR
needed was a biased and collaborative election chief. He was
available to fob off queries and criticism.

Tt was indeed a dark day when the apex court decided to
use Article 142 of the Constitution to override Section 24 of
the ion of the People Act, which had worked so

gone from three in 2016 to 78 in 2021 and
10207 in2026.

‘The West Bengal victory meansthe BJP
firmly controls north, west, central, east
and northeast India. With Bengal in its
kitty, the party is now poised for even bigger
numbers in Parliament.

The writer president, India
Foundation, is with the BIP

admirably for 75 years, without ascribing reasons. This en-
sured that 27 lakh hapless voters could not vote and it was
made to appear trifling.

Now that it has been rammed through, we need to wake
up to this new template that will rule elections henceforth.
And Bengal will have several years to ponder over the effects
of welcoming a regime whose values are largely antithetical
toits core culture.

The writer is a former Rajya Sabha MP

For GenZ, climate awarenessisnt turning into action

implies a conscious choice to ignore what
one knows. What is actually happening is

nothing forconvertingitinto political press-
ure. Thisis, at its core, a political failure. Cli-

media

This is compounded by what social

all. When cli; is
Plat- inaclasswiththe mosttolose

more depressing: A generation has been

mate action, in every country where it has

giventotal d almost no powet,
and has rationally concluded that aware-
ness, byitself, isnot a plan.
Considerwhatthesystemactually offers
a23-year-old who takes climate seriously.

actually hzebeena po]mcal pro-
ject: Organised, -

forms optimise for the most alarming con-
tentat lhe lughest frequency, which gener-
and action hardly at

lation, and sustained civic pressure. lndxas
young voters are not fighting this battle be-

providesnochan-

Shecan carryatotebag, refuse astraw, or off-
set her flight, a practice so cosmetically ef-

nel for their care to become leverage. In the
2024 general election, no major national

thecar-  party climateas anissue. Cli-
bon offset industry has become aminor  mate concern had nowhere (o 80,50 itwent
scandalin Europe. loisin-  backtothe y itstarted.

fluence whether India builds more coal
plants, whether hercuygets ametroline, or

Thelast decade of climate

whether agri h-

I ication has produced a

ane, Theindividual- menui

risy: The climat ion that
books flights and buys fast fashion without
apparent contradiction. But hypocrisy

the indivi ionimpact i
‘We have built an entire system for ex-
pressing climate grief. We have built almost

population more informed and no
more powerful than before

epapenindianexpress.oom.- .

all. A generation worn down by extinction
contentsinceadolescence hasnotbeenrad-
icalised — it has been exhausted. There isa
clinical term for this: Psychic numbing. The
griefis real. It isalso, politically, inert.
Thereis a]so an equity problem the cli-

from disrupting consumption, the politics
it produces will tend toward the aesthetic.

‘The last decade of climate communica-
tion has produced a population more in-
formed and no more powerful than before.
Information without political agency is not
the precursor to change but a substitute for
it. The path out runs through institutions,
not aw.hencs. elections, not reels

mate
young Indian most likely di: ing cli-

heIPCCssixth
report butcannot ward

mate change is urban, educated, and
among the country’s highest per-capita
emitters. The young Indian most immedi-
ately devastated by it, the farmer in Vi-
darbha watching the monsoon fail, the
daily-wage worker in a city touching lethal
heatindices in May, isoften not in this con-

councillor has not yet begun to fight. That,
‘more than the doomscrolling and the des-
pair, is the real measure of where India's cli-
mate politics stands.

The writer works at the Quality Council of Indiia.
Views are personal
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@O @icexplained * ASSEMBLY ELECTION RESULTS
cemmesmee ANt-incumbency alone  thimianiaore,
isalazy way to view polls’  fiieniaiosonin

Why 2023 law to
appoint CEC came
about, the legal
challenge it faces

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, May 8

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday described
Parliament’s decades-long delay in enacting a law forap-
pointments to the Election Commission, until it was di-
rected to do s0in 2023, as “tyranny of the elected”.

Abench of Justices Dipankar Dattaand Satish Chandra
Sharma was hearing challenges to the Chief Election Com-
missioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.

This law — introduced to address the legislative gap
— came under legal challenge in 2024 as it removed the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) from the selection panel for
Election Commissioners, replacing the CJIwith a Union
Cabinet minister appointed by the Prime Minister.

In fact, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and Leader of Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhimet in February2025to appoint current CEC Gyanesh
Kumar, Gandhi gave adissent note, asking the government
todefer: appoi.mments until theSCdecided onthe

EXPERTEXPLAINS
RAHUL VERMA

POLITICAL SCIENTIST AND FELLOW AT
CENTRE FOR POLICY RESEARCH, NEW DELHI

STATE AND national elections in India are
followed by frenetic political analyses aimed
atmakingsense ofthe verdicts. Anoft-cited
reason for electoral loss is a feeling of “anti-
incumbency”, or the tendency among the
peopleto vote out the ruling party.

What exactly do analysts mean when
they attribute a loss to anti-incumbency,
and is holding poweralways a reliable indi-
cator of losing it?If so, why? Rahul Verma,
apolitical scientist and Fellow at New Delhi-
based think tank Centre for Policy

tually

spoke to Rishika Singh about the idea.

Why is anti-incumbency often
suggested as areason foran

‘Why do some states see the same

parti rn for terms,
il

inIndia? With BJP’s national rise since
2014, isanti:

Between the first general elections of 1952
and 1967 the Congress was in power in most
states. Thiswasa period of incumbency ad-
vantage, where the party kept getting re-
elected, but between 1967 and 1989, some re-
gional challengers arrived. The post-1989
period saw a high level of anti-incumbency.

Some parties then began adopting a
strategy, like the BJP in Gujarat, where they
replaced alarge number of sitting MLAs to
inject some freshness into the political
space. Parties began realising that a lot of
the voter unhappmess was with the local
party llowed
them tocontest based onleadership popu-
larity and organisational muscle, rather
than relying on certain local candidates.

In the current period, I think there is
again closetoa50/50 probability of re-elec-
tion. Recently, incumbents lost power in
West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, but
returned in Assam and Puducherry.

Taken together, this history shows that
arm mcumbency sentiments are not only

Scholars ~ Assam CM Himanta
thatacquiringpowerresultsin ~ Biswa S:
high chances of getting re-elected. Many s
Western ]Zu.ropean democracles and Con-  thirdstraight poll

ratesofre-

loss?Is therea counterargument?
The term, gets thrown around without a

election, perhaps thanks to name recogni-
tion, access to resources and other factors.

victory in Assam. 1l

The tendency to re-elect varies state by
state,and Ithinkit dependson alargeset of
facty
coalitions), political history (whether it'sa
two- or multi-party system) and how each
of these interacts to produce an outcome.

However, there is no one framework or
explanation for why votersin astatebehave
thewaytheydo.. Ane]ecuoms amacroevent,
and factorsthat might be
shapingit. Inthe case of Gujarat, the BJP has
beenin power for25years, butin, the neigh-
bouring Ra)asthan every election in the
same d saw power change hands.

petiti the new appointment process. proper fwhyth In the Indian case, incumbency has
of anti-incumbency among voters.Insome  been understood as disadvantageous, ac-
How were EL ways, this has been a lazy explanation for  cording to the data. It means that once a be
Amcxesu(z) ofthe Consmuuon states that Election when governments are removed from  politician gets elected, the chances of re- Incum ney
dinamanner “subject power. Unless Lhe reasons for anti-incum-  election are almost a coin toss — there is and
tothe provisions of any law made in that behalf by Parlia- bency led, the only a 50/50 probability of getting re- electabi]ity
ment.” While the Election Commission (Conditions of Ser- phenomenon, wecan 'tclearlyknowitsrole.  elected. The reason, perhaps, isthat alarge
vice of Election Commissioners and Transaction of Busi- Forexample, anti-| mmmbencycould be number of Indians depend on the state or Insome
ness) Act, 1991, regulated salaries, tenure and the panel’s duetothe ip being to for their well-being, which is countries,
functioning, it did not cover appointments. the people or party workers, or (he Ieaders not the case in Western countries, where i beney is
Inthe absence of such alaw, appointments remained icenough. markets have a greater say in people’s lives. considered
under the executive’s domain. The Union Law Ministry bency may alsoarise because of policy fail- One argument is that every additional 3
would prepare a panel, suggesting names to the PM, whose ures. Sometimes, anti-incumbency senti-  day in poweril more b
recommendation would goto the President. Overtime, ments could be about what a party and its  people becomingdissatisfied with the ruling Many We_stern
ECswerealmost always drawn from the bureaucracy, and MLASs were doing on the ground. Inthat  party’s performance. This is known as the democracies see
the senior-most EC would usually become the CEC. case, it would mean that the anti-incum-  idea of “cost of ruling”. So voters will turn high rates of
In 2022, petitionersargued before the Supreme Court bency wasn'tagainst the leadershiporpol-  awayifthey find that the party in powerdoes re-election.
(Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India) that thisleft appmm- icy, but agz\mst localleadersorcadresbeing  not further their interests.
mentsin the hands of the government, the not helpingthe people. India also has a much more diverse and L2
independence of the body tasked with conducting polls. So, citing “anti-inct " without Any party that forms InIndia,data
analysing its drivers is not the best way to  a social coalition to come to power likely hasshown
What changed with the SC’s Anoop Baranwal ruling? understand why a ruling party lost power. ~ faces the difficult task of retaining its sup- incumbency
Inits March 2023 ruling in Anoop Baranwal, the top port. Many groups may make several de- tobe

court laid down an interim process for appointing Election
Commissioners until Parliament enacted alaw.

It said the President will make poll panel appointments
on theadvice of athree-member panel comprising the
Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition (or leader
oflargest Opposition party), and the Chief Justice of India.

The decision was rooted in the need toensure that elec-
tionsare conducted fairly, with an independent body to
insulate the democratic process from the executive. The
court made a “fervent appeal” to Parliament to strengthen
the Election Ce ission institutionally and

What did the 2023 law on EC appointments say?
Afterthe Anoop Baranwaljudgment, Parliament
enacted the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act in 2023. The new law replaced the
CJIwithaUnion Cabinet minister nominated by the PM.
This gave the i ioninallt] of

Does mcu.mbency always implya

mands of the state, and it becomes difficult

disadvantageous.

Sometimes, election results may reflect
accumulated anti-incumbency sentiment,
which can be peculiar to a state. In the
TMC’s case, it was in power for 15 years and
before that, West Bengal saw 34 yearsof Left
rule before it was electorally diminished.

When it comes tothe recent election re-
sults, I believe they show anti-incumbency
is not just against the government but also
against parties. Inboththe TMCand DMK’s
cases, we see acommon thread of dynastic
politicsinterms of theiryoungleaders. Simi-
larly, the NDA's third straight win in Assam
is not only about governance, butalso a

on whether people are happy
with their government. It could be a func-
tion of which party was in power at the na-
tional level and what kind of influence it
exerted on the state politics.

In the early years, Congress govern-
ments kept returning not because they
were very popular or doing everything
right, but because the Congress, asa party,
was quite powerful. It was organisationally
strong, it had resources at its disposal and
the Opposition was quite weak then.

Thereason that Congress governments
lost power over time is that many more
parties began compenng for elections,

is from
the state, and more parties now repre-
sented some of those groups,

Overthelast10 years, RIPgovernments
have become much more likely to be re-
elected, with some regional parties losing
out. Thistime, three of the regional players
—the Leftin Kerala, DMK and TMC — lost
power. Going back a bit, the YSRCP lost
power in Andhra, the BJD lost power in
Odisha, and BRS lost power in Telangana.

Today, the BJP possibly hasa nationwide
advantage. It exists alongside other factors,
includinggreater organisational and finan-
cial resources, and underscoresthe limitsof

poor pun for the party in power to fulfil them, pres- function ofthe Congress weakening, aswell
In some countries, i yisac- entingadi goinginto elections. imitation of i i anti-i yasatheoryinitself.
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The war in West Asia has hit the poor more than the rich
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the selection panel, with government ministers in two of
the threeseats.

Further, the Act ensures that an appointment “shall not
beinvalid merely by reason of any vacancy in or any defect
inthe constitution of the Selection Committee.”

'@ ) Drishti IAS (J)
IAS Gsommggtlgn Course
e meam

wwd | emte0o TR

English Medium

13May | 800 AM
22May | 6:00PM
18 May | B00 AM
25May | BODAM
1June | 530 PM
Admissions Open
Admissions Open
4 June | 1100 AM

« cuus 87501 87501

W | A 300 TR

200 | w0
29w | §uE B0 W
17 | e R
A
i ey
267 | MW s0TA

© TAGORE'S 165TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

the Federal Reserve Bank of New York re-
cently analysed the way US consumers
spent on fuel as pump prices started in-

creasing.

They found the following: “In March,
high-income households increased nom-
inal spending the most and kept real con-
sumpuon essentlally unchanged, while

AS THE conflict in West Asia continues to
strangle fuel and fertiliser supplies across
the world, pushing up prices and the cost
ofliving, a familiar question has resur-
faced: Who gets hurt the most?
Whetherone talks about individuals or
families or whole ies, the short

cousumpuon of gasoline but still saw
sharply increased uom.mal spending be-
cause of the rise in gas prices.”

The chart alongside shows what hap-
pened to consumer consumption in March,
compared to February The poorest — US

answeristhat thereis astark difference be-
tween how stich a crisis affects the haves
and the have-nots.

In other words, often such crises create
aK-shaped economy. Thxs isa phenom-
enonv in-

ment of Lhe economy tending to consume
heavily whil her (often
struggles to even consume the staples.

A K-shaped economy

The war inIran is already beginning to
reveal a K-shaped pattern. Economists at

ning 0,000 ayear
—spent 13.33% more on fuel prices but this
“nominal” increase in spending does not
capture the “real” decline of almost 7% in
spending. In other words, while the poorest
spent 13% more money to buy fuel, they
ended up buying 7% less actual fuel.

The middle-income earners — those
earning between $40,000 to $125,000 a
year — spent 17% more on fuel but man-
aged to buy 5% less actual fuel.

‘The richest consumers managed to in-
crease theirspending by over20% and thus
ensured that their actual consumption of
fuel barely changed.

eReturnof the ‘K-shaped’ economy
High-income US households increased spending in March
(from Feb) while maintaining consumption. Low-i -income

5 i+

ones saw more
20
real
0 |1

Low income
(<$40k)

tting gas
20

Middle income
($40k-$125k)

Highincome.
($125k+)

'Spending in nominal terms (% change)

mSpending in real terms (% change)

Source: NY Fed

Why this research matters

These research results are based ona
sample 0f 2,00,000 consumers over]ust
one month but still they reveal

prices rose and remained elevated during
the spring and summer of 2022 when the
Russia-Ukraine wardisrupted energy mar-
kets. The magnitude of the initial Russia-
Ukraine gasoline price shock was broadly
similar to the current one, but it lasted
longer to date and ramped up over time,”
say the authors, led by Rajashri Chakrabarti.
The broader point is: As oil prices stay
elevated, the poor will struggle to consume
more
while the rich will spend more to maintain
the same level of real consumption.
Only lookmg at nommal spendmg pat-
hid: divide

that happens duringsuch crises.

‘Thiseconomic divide was best captured
by the following quote (often attributed to
poet Damian Barr) that became popular
duringthe Covid-induced economic reces-
sion in 2020: “We are all in the same storm
but notin the same boat”.

Richer consumers in any country (and
by the same logic, richer countries, say,
Japan or South Korea) will be able tospend
more in order to take a smaller hit on their
actual ion while the poor (and

familiar. “These divergences in the re-
sponse to an energy price shock are not
uniquetothe month. Four years ago, energy

poorer countries such as Bangladesh or
India) mayend up being forced to consume
less even if they spend more.

How the charkha came to embody Gandhi and Tagore’s deepest disagreements

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, May 8

IN SEPTEMBER 1921, during Mahatma
Gandhis visitto Calcutta, Rabindranath Ta-
goretold him: “Poems I can spin, Gandhiji,
songs and plays I can spin, but of your
precious cotton what a mess Iwould make!”

Gandhiand Tagore shared anenduring
friendship that lasted from 1914-15 till the
latter’s death in 1941. But they also shared
profound disagreements about political,
social and economic matters.

And perhaps no object symbolised their
deepest phil i ii

the charkha. Tagore recoiled from Gandhi’s
insistence that every true Indian must spin,
while Gandhi remained unwavering in his
belief that spinning carried deep moral and
symbolic significance. On Tagore’s 165th
birth anmversa:yl-‘nday we revxsntlhe Gan-
dhi-Tagore det ing wheel.

two persons could probably differ so much
asGandhiand Tagore.” The conflict between
them, despite a deep friendship rooted in
mutual respect, was probably inevitable.

The first signs appeared in 1915, when
Gandbhi visited Shantiniketan after return-
ing from South Africa. They disagreed ona
range of topit from nationalismtoedu-
cation and politics.

The gap grew after the Amritsar Mass-
acre, when Gandhi initiated movements
stch as Non-Cooperation. Tagore worried
these movements would lead to blind na-
tionalism. Instead, he renounced his
knighthood in protest.

By mid-1921, their disagreements were

1through speeches,

essaysand letters.

“They had differences on fundamental
philosophical questions, which led to dis-
putanon about many political, social, and
matters,” wrote historian Sabya-

Ancinevitable conflict
Jawaharlal Nehru once observed: “No

sachi Bhattacharya in his 1997 book The
Mahatma and The Poet: Letters and De-
batesbetween Gandhiand Tagore1915-1941.

Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi in 1940. wikiMepia comvons

The ‘cult’ of the charkha
In November 1924, Gandhi and other
Congress leaders resolved that all Congress

must wear khadi

political or Congress functions, and con-
tribute 2,000 yards of evenly spun yarn
every month. Gandhi believed this would
notonly make India self-reliant in clothing,

epapenindianexpress‘oom.. .

but also morally transform Congress
workers themselves.
i harply.

the directive as “censure in printer’s ink™
and responded with the essay The Cult of
the Charkha in The Modern Review.

The enthusiasm surrounding the
charkha, heargued, reflected Indians’ten-
dency to submit to the dictates of revered

Gandhi answered these criticisms in
The Poet and the Charkha in November
1925, “The factis that the Poet’s criticism is
apoetic licence and he whotakesit literally
is in danger of finding himself in an awk-
ward corner.” He also accused Tagore of in-
habiting an ivory tower: “If the Poet span
halfan hourdaily, his poetry would gainin
richness. For it would then represent the

figures, especially when those di -
peared to offer shortcuts to difficult na-
tional goals. As Gangeya Mukherji notes in
Gandhiand Tagore: Politics, Truth and Con-

poor man's ‘woes in a more forc-
ible manner than now.” For Gandhi, the
charkha cultivated dignity in physical
work, encouraged cooperation, and carried

science(2016), T: thattt i}

ic and ethical si;

diversity of human temperament and
choicewasbeing “kneaded...intoalumpof
uniformity”,

Tagorealsobelieved the original purpose
of the charkha — enabling the poor to meet
abasi forclothing— ingunder-
mined as spinning turned into ritual.

Tagore also rejected the idea that India
could isolate itself from the modern world.
‘Withdrawal from science and technology,
hebelieved, would impoverish the country.

Uneasy dissent

‘Tagore was not opposed to the charkha
asameansof meeting abasic human need.
‘What troubled him was the excessiveimpor-
tance it had acquired in Gandhi’s political
and moral programme. Yet, Tagore ap-
proached this disagreement with reluc-
tance. He acknowledged: “Itis extremely
distasteful to me to have to differ from Ma-
hatma Gandhi... my heart shrinks from it.”
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SHARES OF THE LENDER FALL 6.62% AS RESULTS WERE BELOW MARKET EXPECTATIONS

SBIlogs 5.6%rise in Q4 profit; says
prolonged war may hitdemand

SBlis a bellwether for the sector,and
itsloan growth gives an indication of
the state of the banking system

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 8

BANKING BELLWETHER State
BankofIndia (SBI) on Friday re-
ported a5.6%on-year rise in net
profit for the fourth quarter of
financial year 2026 (Q4FY26),
missing analysts’ expectations
as non-interest income fell
sharply following the Reserve
Bank of India’s restrictions on
forexarbitrage and arise in gov-
ernment bond yields duetothe
war in'West Asia,

Thelender’snetprofitroseto
Rs 19,684 crore in the quarter
under review, against Rs 18,643
crore reported in the same
period last year. The board has
declared a dividend of Rs 17.35
pershare forFY26.

tion may not be badly impacted,
butifit goes beyond that and if
the warhngelsforalonger time,
1 think the consumption de-
mand moderation will impact
the economiy,” he said in a post
earnings call on Friday.

SBIsharesfellby 6.62%toRs
101955 on the BSE on Friday as
the results were below market
expectations.

Total income declined to Rs
1.40 lakh crore in Q4FY26 as
against Rs 143 lakh crore a year
ago. The bank’s income from
treasury operations fell to Rs
1,259 crore from Rs 8,891 crorea
year ago, resulting in total non-
interestincome falling 29% year-
on-year{Y-0-Y)toRs17314 crore.

‘This was primarily seen due
to vields on government bonds

« DIVERGENT TRENDS
K

@ The bank’sincome from

performing asset (GNPA) ratio,

treasury toRs1.259 hich d t01.49% from 1.82% a
crore from Rs 8,891 crore a year year earlier.
ago, resulting in total non-interest @ The bank’

income falling 29% on-year
017,314 crore.

® On the asset quality
front, SBI posted
continued improvement
inits gross non-

3

11%toRs 59.8 lakh crore as of
|, March31, led by anear1i%

| growth in savings account
deposits. Incomparison,
currentaccount deposits
grewonly 4.5%.

The bank’s net interest in-

of 3.03%, matching the bank’s
earlierguidance of marginsstay-
ing above 3% for the financial
year. It also guided for NIMs to
stay above the 3% markin FY27.

Ontheassetquality front, SBI
poﬁed continued i lmpruvemen(

book, grew around 15% each.

SBI is a bellwether in the
banking sector, and the bank’s
loanand depositgrowth provide
anindication on the state of the
banking system.

Setty said he expects credit
growth to remain in the 13-15%
band in FY27, based on the cur-
rent maeroeconomic environ-
mentinthecountry.InFY26,the
banksaw credit growth 0f169%.

‘ThebanK'sdepositbasegrew
11% to Rs 59.8 lakh crore as of
March 31, led by a near 11%
growth in savings account de-
posits. In comparison, current
account deposits grew only
4.5%. Thisled tof ’seur-

Why India should brace for
new US tarlffs beforeJ uly

RaviDuttaMishra
New Delhi, May 8

‘THE UNITED States Court of
International Trade (CIT), one
of the first federal courts torule
against the Trumpadministra-
tion's use of emergency tariff
powers, has dealt the Trump
administration another blow,
declaring its sweeping 10% tar-
iffs imposed under Section 122
of the US Trade Act 0f 1974 un-
lawful.

The US President Donald
Trump had almost immedi-
ately used Section 122 tariffs to
impose global tariffs after the
US Supreme Courtin February
declared the International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) tariffs illegal. And
the inistration had pre-

rent account, savings account
(CASA) deposit ratio shrinking
51bpst03946%.

AlowerCASA ratioindicates
potentially higher lending costs
forthe bank, which might weigh
on profitability in the long run.

SBI may offer Rs 80,000 cr
underECLGS

The lender is in a position to
disburse loans worth up to Rs
80,000 crore under the govern-
ment’s Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme(ECLGS)5.0,
Chairman C S Setty said on
Thursday. “Now that the eligi-

Chairman CS Setty, while  beingsharplyelevatedsincethe — come rose over 4% to Rs 44,380
maintaining his guidance of 13- WestAsiawarstartedinlateFeb-  crore. Its net profit grew 5.6%
15% growth in loans going for-  ruary. The war hasled toin-  during the quarter toRs 19,684.
ward, did caution thatshould  creased concerns thatinflation  This was despite its net interest
the West Asia conflict continue  mightriseduetoelevatedcrude  margin (NIM) declining 17 basis
for an extended period of time, il prices, whichledtotheuptick ~ points quarter-on-quarter to
therecouldbeanimpactonde-  inyields. 2. 81% Thep marging
mand. “While the impact of the However, yields: was largely dueto the impact of
West Asiawar hasso farbeenli-  to be of concern to the bank  the25-basis-pointcutintherepo
mited, it could affect the con-  going forward, Chairman Setty ~ rate by the RBI in December
sumption i ofthe  said.“Tt losses 2025, which has now been
country if the war significantly ~ consistofyourbondyield move-  priced in fully in Q4, Setty said
prolonged,” Setty said. ment, which aresharply more  after the bank its

“.weassumethatifinflation
isar4%, the domestic consump-

than the last quarter. That is
about Rs1,800 crore,”Setty said.

Key Tata Trusts
board meeting
deferred to May 16

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 8

THE LONG-awaited Tata
Trusts board meeting sched-
uled for Friday has been post-
poned to May 16, with the trust
giving noreasons for the defer-
ment, atop official said.

The key issues on the
agendaincluded review of Tata
Trusts representation on the
board of Tata Sons, differing
views among trustees regard-
ingthe potential listing of Tata
Sons along with the matter of
perpetual trustees.

According to the agenda of
the meeting, the board was ex-
pected to discuss the position
of two trustees on the listing of
Tata Sons on the exchanges.
Two of the trustees — Venu
Srinivasan and Vijay Singh —
had recommended listing of
TataSons.

Theargument for the listing
of Tata Sons by two trustees is
contrary to the resolution
passed by Tata Trusts toretain
thecompany as an unlisted en-
tity a year ago.

Following a directive from
the Reserve Bank of India
requiring upper-layer NBFCs
tolist, Tata Sons repaid its debt
and sought de-registration
from that category and a deci-
sion from the regulator is
awaited. Noel Tata is opposed
toalistingasit could dilute the
trusts’ veto powers.

The board meet has gained
attentionamid reportsthat the
resolution proposing the re-

moval of Venu from

in
(GNPA) ratio, which eased to
1.49% from 1.82% a year earlier.
On an overall level, the
bank’s loan book grew nearly
17%Y-0-YtoRs49.3lakh

bility guidelines are clear, we
know which customers qualify
under the scheme. Credit facil-
ities worth around Rs 70,000~
80,000 crore could be extended
to our through

ofMarch3l

eamnings. ForFY26, however, the
bank delivered a domestic NIM

ateloan portfolio, thetwobiggest
components of the bank’s loan

ECLGS,” Setty said.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New promotion policy:
RBI staffers stage protest

Aanchal Magazine &

the Tata Sons board is likely to
be put to vote before the
trustees. According tosources,
Bhaskar Bhat, who earlier
headed Titan Company Ltd, is
likely to succeed Srinivasan.
Currently, Noel Tataand Venu
Srinivasan are on the board of
TataSonsas representatives of
Tata Trusts.

Bhat is on the board of Sir
Dorabji Tata Trust.

The board was also ex-
pected to discuss a complaint
filed in the Maharashtra Char-
ity Commissioner’s office
about the perpetual/ life-term
trustees. The petition, filed by
lawyer Katyayani Agrawal of
law firm SV & Co, hassoughtur-
gentintervention, alleging that
Sir Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT),
which has three lifetime
trustees in a board of six
members, violated the provi-
sions of Section 30A of the Ma-
harashtra Public Trusts Act,
1950. This section, introduced
through an amendment in
September 2025, says per-
petual or lifetime trustees can
‘make up only 25% of a public
trust’s board.

The ratio is now 50%.

However, it’s not clear
whether the review of Tata
Sonsboard representation and
removal/induction of a
member will get unanimous
backing of trustees.

Earlier, Vijay Singh’s re-
nomination onto the board of
Tata Sons was opposed by
Mehli Mistry.

George Mathew
New Delhi, bai, May 8
EMPLOYEES OF the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) staged pro-
tests on Friday at multiple of-
fices of the central bank across
the country, including the
headquarters in Mumbai,
against a new internal policy
that ties promotions to va-
cancies instead of the earlier
time-bound system.
InalettertoGovernor Sanjay
‘Malhotra, the Reserve Bank of
India Officers” Association
(RBIOA) said, “We earnestly re-
quest the top management to
reconsider the matter urgently

Protesting employees met
Deputy Governor Swaminathan
Jinthe Mumbai head office. riLe

*THE CHANGES

UNDER THE revised policy,
while promation from Grade Bto
Cwill continue to be the time-
boundand take a minimum of 7
years, stepping up from Grade C
toDand further up to Grade F will
beonthe basis of available va-
canciesinthe higher rank.

ACCORDING TO data available
onthe RBl website, atotal of 40
posts have been advertised for
Grade B (General Cadre)in 2026,
down from 83in 2025

will be on the basis of available

pared for new tariffs when 10%
tariffs were set to expire within
150 days on July 24,

However, the CIT's order
could move up the Trump ad-
ministration's plan to intro-
duce a new tariff architecture.
This could have an impact on
India, as New Delhi has agreed
to a trade deal but has yet to
sign the agreement. Last
month, an Indian delegation
visited Washington foranother
round of talks.

Indiawasone of the hardest
hitcountries, asthe US, starting
in August last year, imposed
50%tariffsonIndia, hurting ex-
portsand Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) in the country.
Goods exports have also taken
a hit due to the ongoing West
Asia crisis. Exporters said that
shipments to the US have
begunrecovering since March.

Deborah Elms, Head of
Trade Policy at the Hinrich
Foundation in Singapore, ina
social media post, said that the
CIT’sorder may notbe a signifi-
cant relief because the order-
nullifies tariffs only for the
plaintiffs. “The statute [Section
122] was only intended to be
used until July. In fact, the
world will likely: i tar-

301i India,

alleging “ p:

panded Section 232 cases,”
Elms said. US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent had said last
month that President Donald
Trump’stariffs may be restored
by Julytothelevels in place be-
fore the Supreme Court struck
down IEEPA tariffs. “We had a
setback at the Supreme Court
interms of the tariff policy, but
we will be implementing or
conductingSection 301studies,
so the tariffs could be
backin placeat the pre-
vious level by the begin-
ning of July,” Bessent
said, as per Bloomberg.
Trade experts said
that the Section 122 tariffs were
onaweaklegal footing because
the law was originally enacted
todeal with serious balance-of-
paymentscrises and persistent
dollaroutflows. However,since
1973, the United States has op-
erated under a free-floating
dollar system, where trade im-
balances are adjusted through
exchange rates and global capi-
tal flows rather than import re-
strictions. The US continues to
run large trade deficits while
still attracting massive foreign
investment because the dollar
remains the world’s dominant
reserve currency. Former trade
officer and founder of think
tankGlobal Trade Research In-
itiative (GTRI), Ajay Srivastava,
said that India should wait until
the United States develops a
dlegally reliable

| D

ity”and " REUTERS
major Trump-era tariffs re-
peatedly struck down by
courts, makes any long-term
trade commitments by India
difficult tojustify, he said.

“At present, the US is also
not prepared toreduceitsstan-
dard Most-Favoured-Nation
(MFN) tariffs, while expecting
India to lower or eliminate its
MFN duties across most sec-
tors. Under such conditions,
any trade deal risks be-
coming one-sided, with
India offering perma-
nent market access con-
cessions without receiv-
ing any meaningful
tariffbenefits in return,” Srivas-
tava said.

The US has launched two
Section 301 investigations on
India, alleging “structural ex-
cess capacity” and “forced la-
bour”. India, in response to the
probe last month, said that In-
dia’s merchandise export-to-
GDP ratio of around 12% re-
flects a largely domestic
demand-driven economy and
that its legal framework aligns
with the forced labour stan-
dards of the International La-
bour Organisation (ILO).

The USTR had argued that
structural excess capacity and
production in manufacturing
sectors present a serious chal-
lenge to America’s efforts to re-
shore supply chains and pro-
vide good-paying jobs for
ican workers, and that key

iffs even sooner, as the Trump
team is likely to respond by
pushing forward applicationof
Section 301 and new or ex-

Digitalaccess,
cyber security
challengesin DP!I
ecosystem: CEA
New Delhi: India’s digital public

infrastructure (DPI) has
achieved world-classscale; but

the consultative process with
e legiti ion that

rank. Ac-
cording to RBI officers, there is
acutestagnation, which the RBI
management is unable to ad-
dress due to the lack of long-

cess, datagovernance, interop-
erability and cyber security re-
main areas of concern, Chief
Economic Advisor V Anantha

thelong: issue of stag-
view of the revised promotion  nation inthe officercadrewould
policy in consultation with finaily be addressed.
RBIOA s0 as to arrive ata fair, “Inyourinteractionswithus
balanced and and with our at re-

framework for career progres-
sion of officers.”

Asenior central bankofficial
said the RBI will address em-
ployees’ concerns.

“The RBL revlews thei; mter—
nalHR pol

gional offices, you have indi-
cated the possibility of a few
timebound promotions. How-
ever, the final policy hasnotonly
failed to address the structural
stagnation prevailing across

licy
The central bank will discuss
theissues

grades but has al
Lhe core concerns repea[edly
b iation,”

mvolved andaddresstheircon-
cerns,” the official said. How-
ever, the RBI's official spokes-
persondid not respond toa mail
from The Indian Express about
the HR changes and the pro-
tests. Protesting employees
wereaddressed by Deputy Gov-
ermorSwaminathanJon Friday
inthe Mumbai head office.
Inthe letter, RBIOA General
Secretary Jeet Pathak said the
association had participated in

RBIOA said in the letter. “As-

term planning,
“The revised policy will es-
pecially impact promotions
from Grade Cto D. The result of
thispolicy will be thatat the level
ofC,

said on Friday.
Addressing an ICRIER
event on “Digital Public Infra-
structure & Public Service De-
livery”, Nageswaran said large

main at the same level for even
15 years. For instance, once you
make Grade D to Grade E va-
cancy-based, then vacancy at
Grade D also reduces as fewer

sured, time-bound promotions  people get promoted toGradeE.
may be introduced across all  So,stagnationatGradeCalsoin-
cadresfrom Grade AtoGradeE,  creases. This year, for example,
ensurmgfauand predictableca-  there were around 40 Grade D
reer officers,”the ies, but the

letter furthersaid. Under the re-
vised policy, updated on May 5,
while promotion from Grade B
to C will continue to be time-
bound and takeaminimumof7
years, steppingup from GradeC
to D and further up to Grade F

batch of Grade C officers have
150-200 people on average. So,
within the same batch, it will
take fiveyears for people toreach
Grade D,” an employee told The
Indian Express. FULLREPORTON
WWW,INDIANEXPRESS.COM

the par-
ticularly theelderly, people liv-
ing in areas with poor connec-
tivity and those with low
literacy and limited digital
fluency, still face barriersinac-
cessing digital services.

“Digital infrastructure,
however sophisticated, is not
the same as digital inclusion in
the fullest sense. The last great
challenge of ensuring that
those who most need services
are also those who can most
easily access them through
digital means, that remains an
ongoing effort,” Nageswaran
said. PTl

© THE TATA-OWNED CARRIER IS ESTIMATED TO HAVE SUFFERED A LOSS OF ABOUT RS 22,000 CRORE IN 2025-26

Air India defers pay hikes amid focus

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 8

THEAIR India has deferred the
annual increments by at least
one quarter while assuring its
employees that it was not an-
ticipating any layoffs, as the air-
line called for a “relentless”
focusonsaving costsin the face
of mounting losses.

The Tata-owned carrier is
estimated to have suffered a
loss of about Rs 22,000 crorein
the financial year 2026 (FY26).
It was more than double the
loss in FY25, primarily due to
the extremely challenging cost
and operating environment, it
islearnt.

According to sources, the

airline also announced that it
will proceed with bonuses for
the last financial year and im-
plement the planned staff pro-
motions.

The airline’s board held a
meetingon Thursday, inwhich
cost-optimisation measures
were deliberated.

A day later, chief executive
officer Campbell Wilson, chief
human resources officer Ravin-
draKumar GP, and chieffinan-
cial officer Sanjay Sharma ad-
dressed employees in a town
hall meeting.

For the time being, more
drastic cost rationalisation
measures like furloughs and
layoffs have not been taken, it
is learnt. Air India has an em-

Fornow,

and layoffs have not been taken by the airline. reurers

ployee strength of about
24,000. The Tata group took

control of Air India from the
government in January 2022.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

on saving costs

According to sources with
direct knowledge of the matter,
Wilson spoke about the signifi-
cant external challenges that
theairlineindustryis grappling
with, and the impact of those
challenges on Air India.

“We need to focus relent-
lessly on our costs in these
tough times...There must be a
laser sharp focus on eliminat-

tomajor airspace disruptionsin
the Gulf region, which ac-
counts for a significant chunk
of international air traffic to
and from India.

The region also serves as a
critical corridor for Air India’s
flights to Europe and North
America, which means that
apart from disrupting oper-
ations to destinations in West

leakages,” Wil-
son islearnt to havetold the Air
Indiastaff on Friday.

He also asked them to sus-
pend discretionary spending,
renegotiate rates where feas-
ible, and defer non-critical ex-
penditures.

The West Asia war, which
began on February 28, has led

Asia, the war theair-
line to take longer, circuitous
routes to Europe and beyond.
Thisisleading to higherop-
erating costs, particularly due
toadditional fuelburnatatime
‘whenjet fuel prices arealso sur-
ging due towar-related supply
disruptions.  FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS. COM

tradesystem before concluding
the Bilateral Trade Agreement.
The continuing uncertainty
around U.S. tariff policy, with

trading partners have devel-
oped production capacity unte-
thered from the incentives of
domestic and global demand.

*BRIEFLY

Sebi proposes Forex reserve
overhaul of drops by $7.79bn
buyback 10$690.693 bln
framework Mumbai:India’s forexre-

New Delhi: Markets regula-
tor Sebi on Friday proposed
aseries of changes to the
buyback framework,
including the re-introduc-
tion of open market share
buybacks through stock ex-
changes and shortening
execution timelines. Ina
consultation paper, the
regulator proposed that
open market buybacks
through stock exchanges
should be completed within
66 working days from the
date of opening of the offer,
instead of the earlier frame-
work thatallowed as long as
six months duration. PT|

Hyundai Motor
India Q4 profit
shrinks by 22.2%

New Delhi: Hyundai Motor
IndiaLtd on Friday
reported a22.22% decline in

serves dropped by $7.794
billion to $690.693 billion
duringthe week ended May
1,the RBIsaid on Friday. In
the previous reporting week
ended April 24, the overall
reserves had declined by
$4.82 billion to $698.487 bil-
lion. Thekitty had
expanded to anall-time
high of $728.494 billion dur-
ingthe week ended Febru-
ary 27 this year before the
beginning of the West Asia
conflict, which had led the
central bank to intervene in
the forex market through
dollarsales to check rupee
fall.PTI

Zeptoamong 6
cos tosecure
Sebi’s IPO nod

New Delhi: As many as six
companies including quick
commerce unicorn Zepto
and

consolidated profit after tax
toRs1,255.63 croreinthe
March quarter, impacted by
higher commodity prlces,

manufacturer Dhoot Trans-
mission have secured Sebi’s
approvalto raise funds

through initial public offer-

unfavourable product mix ings (IPOs). Other
and cost: with ies that
capacity stabilisation. The the nod are Hotel Polo
firm had posted a consoli- Towers, Crystal Crop Pro-
dated net profit of Rs tection, Surgiwear, and
1,614.35 crore in the corre- Horizon Industrial Parks,
sponding period ofthepre-  anupdateshowed on
vious fiscal year, Hyundai Friday. The companies had
Motor India Ltd (HMIL) filed their papers between
said. PTI October and February. PTi
*MARKETS
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The case for rethinking our jobs problem

No electoral cataclysm can magically create jobs and change the state of affairs, unless we can come to terms with reality

BEYOND IDEOLOGY

RJAGANNATHAN

Surveysconducted beforeany major
election invariably show that unem-
ployment is one of the most impor-
tantissues for voters. And, routinely,
most political parties promise a jobs
bonanza after being elected, which
they are never able to deliver once
they assume power. And this is true
even for parties that have been in
power for long, whether it is the Tri-
namool Congress in West Bengal (15
years) or the Janata Dal (United) in
Bihar. The situation is no better in
other states, even those with relative
political stability. In theory, if we
assume that the jobs problem does
not have a short-term solution, the
evidence proves that even political
longevity has not resulted in much
success.

This is because neither econ-
omists nor politicians want to
acknowledge a stark reality. And till
we doso, thejobs problemwill notbe
tackled effectively. Whether we like
itornot, the future of mass employ-
mentinindiaisgoingtobeeithergig
and contract work or self-employ-

ment for the vast majority of young
entering the job market between
now and 2030. The share of our
'youngpopulation, the 15-29 working
age group, is expected to peak by
then. Accepting this truth needs a
change in mindset among both
policymakers and jobseekers.
Between Al and automation,
internal and external competitive
pressures faced by the corporate
sector, and the growing inability of
even governments to create worth-
while jobs in state-led areas (educa-
tion, health, policing), good-quality
formaljobs withincomestability may
belevellingofforeven shrinking.
The numbers available on job
trends tell a clear story. The govern-
ment’s 2025 Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) says that 56.2 per cent
of people who have some kind of
livelihood are self-employed:
another 20.2 per cent constitute
casual labour. Only 23.6 per cent are
insalaried or wage employment.
The Annual Survey of Industries”
2023-24 data shows that contract
labour has doubled over the last
quarter-century, from 20 per cent at
theturnofthecenturyto42 percent.
The Azim Premji University’s
State of Working India 2026 notes
that, despite the rise in graduate
qualifications, 40 per cent of young
peoplein the15-25age groupremain
unemployed and even in the 2529
cohort, 20 per cent don’t find jobs.
Saurabh Mukherjea’s book,
Breakpoint: The Crisisofthe Middle
Class and the Future of Work, co-
authored with Nandita Rajhansa

and Sapana Bhavsar, underlines
the same issue: Graduation does
not guarantee a job; rather, it
increases the probability of unem-
ployment. Mr Mukherjea’s defini-
tion of the middle class is the 40
million taxpayers earning between
¥5lakhand X1 crore, butthisgroup,
whichis key toemployment gener-
ation, is not growing due to the
structural constraints created by
automation, artificial intelligence
(AI) and over-regulation (among
other factors). High job creating
sectors like information technol-
ogy (IT) services, banking and

finance, and telecom are now
unable to create as many jobs as
they did in the past. It is the stag-
nant spending power of India’s 40-
million-strong middle class and its
growing debt that, in Mr Mukher-
jea’s view, will constrain job growth,
since nearly 200 million other
Indians earn their livelihoods
directly or indirectly from this
group — cooks, domestic help,
delivery agents, ride-hailing plat-
form workers, among others.

‘The biggest job destruction has
happened in middle-skill, middle-
level jobs, which have been eaten up

by automation and AL In banks, we
can see this transition to fewer
middle-skill jobs in the i il

betailored tofocusonthis issue. The
questionisnotwhetherjob polarisa-
tion can be ended, but how we can
makejobsatthebottomend explode
and make them worthwhile as
sources of livelihoods.
‘The usual remedies we hear from
i are the

Third, the freebie culture —
which has now become a defining
feature of our electoral democracy
— iseating into state capex and also
revenue spending. The recent bout
of aggressively contested elections
to Tamil Nadu and West Bengal,
where both the incumbent govern-
mentslost the plot despite providing
a string of freebies, shows that the
winner is not going to have much
cash lefttoinvestingrowth and jobs.

Fourth, and this is most impor-
tant, several decades of quota
politics—which

Upskilling, deregulation, more

and improvingthe

the caste surveys are out — have
giventhe citizen the impression that

quality of education, among others.
All these are good things to do, but
they are not going to deliver any
immediate results even if they are
executed well.

First, upskilling will not work if it
is government-driven, foritisnota
supply-side problem. It is demand-
driven. It is the corporate sector —
boththebigonesand thesmall ones,
which know where the demand for
permanen( jobs exists — that needs

providing cushy jobs is the govern-
ment’s work. Social expectations put
office jobs (especially in govermn-
ment) at the top of the aspirational
ladder for vast sections of the popu-
lation, and private work in manufac-
turing or services comes much
below that. Engineers, even if they
areofemployable quality, want todo
coding for IT companies and not
engineering workatcompanies that
are b\uldm,the nation.

work withskil-

ling agents to drive upskilling. Gov-

ernments can, at best, facilitate or
subsidise these endeavours.

Second, deregulation is not a big

problem at the central level; it is at

the dmunicipallevels where

officer-to-clerks ~ ratio,  which
increased from 62-38in2016-17t074-
26 in 2022-23 in favour of officers,
according to a Reserve Bank study
on employment in scheduled com-
mercial banks.

The jobs that remain in abun-
danceareat the high-skilland lower-
skill levels —your platform workers.
This is the reality we have to work
with: The polarisation in the 1ob
market. Even without

the frictions created by regulation
really become speedbreakerstojob
creation. Most of the things that
businesses need in orderto grow —
land, power, water and infrastruc-
ture, both physical and social,
labour laws — are in the state’s
domain. Most of the corruption
and rent-seeking behaviour also
happens at these lower levels of
government, and these levels are
gingtooslowly. i

jobs pessimism, most policies must

thusan easier option.

isgoingto
changethisstate ofaffairs, unless we
can come to terms with the reality of
gig work and self-employment and
startups. These are our best hopes
for creating livelihoods for the mil-
lions who will enter the jobs market
in the coming vears.

Growth for our banks will come
from lending and serving non-sal-
aried people; governments and
business schools must seek to pro-
mote entrepreneurship rather than
salaried jobs. Salaried jobs will only
be the icing on the cake, not the
cake itself. Solutions will emerge
only when mindsets change to
acknowledge reality.

The author is a senior journalist

Bengal boomerang

What’s a Muslim voter worth?

PLAIN POLITICS

ADITI PHADNIS

AsSuvenduAdhikari prepares
to take on a crucial role in the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led West Bengal government,
many of Mamata Banerjee’s
supporters would do well to
recall aconversation at a Cabi-
net meetingofthe United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) many
years

Ms Banenee had just
thrown a tantrum, got up, and
left the meeting. Exasperated,
aminister exclaimed: “What s
wrong with Mamata!™

It was a rhetorical ques-
tion but Pranab Mukherjee,
who was present, chose to
answer it. He took off his
glasses, polished them, put
them back on, and said

thi

wholed the protest againstthe
Left's “land grabt:unD

km every day from his consti-
tuency to the state Capital,
‘hinghome at1

his poten-
tial, Mamata made him
president of the TMC youth
wing and the party’s
observer for Jangalmahal, at
the time in the grip of Maoist
groups. In less than five
years, the TMC was able to
gouge political space from
both the Congress and the
Left, as well as regain the trust
ofthe youth, whowere drifting
into Left-wing extremism.

His rise was impressive. In
2009, Suvendu was elected to
the Lok Sabha from Tamluk,
defeating Communist Party of
India (Marxist) strongman
Lakshman Seth by 172,000
votes. Heretained the Tamluk
parliamentary constituency,
defeating the same party’s
Ibrahim Ali in 2014.

In 2016, the TMC fielded
him in the Assembly election
from Nandigram. He was
pitted against Abdul Kadir
Sheikh, joint candidate of the
Left Front and the Congress.
Suvendu won, getting over 67
per cent of the vote. After his
spectacular win, Mamata
made him minister of trans-
port. In 2018, he was also

slowly: “
she’s abet(er poet than Rabin-
dranath Tagore, a better
(music composer) than Bee-
thoven, and a better painter
than Leonardo da Vinci, then
everythingisa problem.”

It was Mamata’s overreach,
and hers alone, that drove
Suvendu out of the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) into the arms
of the BJP.

His area of influence is
south Bengal. His father, Sisir
Adhikari, aCongressman, was
aforce toreckon withand was
a minister in the Manmohan
Singh government. In the
region of Contai and Tamluk,
dominated by the Left, Con-
gress flag flew defiantly. Asthe
Leftempire crumbled, Nandi-
gram hastened its collapse
and it was Suvendu Adhikari

givench of

Butshe was gettingwary of his
rise. Besides, she had her own
succession planand it did not
involve Suvendu. But she
could not ignore his proven
political work, either, soa par-
allel organisation, TMC Juba,
was created and her nephew
Abhishek was chosen to head
it. Later, she dissolved the
TMC Juba and the TMC’s
youth wing was resurrected:
Once again under Abhishek.
Suvendu was used to grow the
party, but he was never
allowed into Mamata’s
inner circle.

Nor did he particularly
want to be counted as a court-
ier: As member of the Legis-
lative Assembly, he made ita
point neverto spend the night
inKolkata. He would drive 200

amand leaving early morning
again to go to work.

The trust deficit between
the chief minister and her
most important minister
became evident. He once
observed: “I was transport
minister, but Mamata ran
the ministry.”

‘The slights kept on piling
up. At their heart was the
rivalry between Suvendu and
Abhishek. During Durga Puja
in 2020 the differences
seemed irreconcilable. Posters
came up all over Suvendu’s
constituency at programmes
he sponsored. They said:
“Dadar anugami (follower
of Dada).”

Officially, Suvendu denied
all knowledge. But there was
no TMC banner or picture of
‘Mamata at these meetings. In
parallel, TMC leaders travelled
to Nandigram and held a
meeting where he was dubbed
“Mir Jaffer”.

Later that year, ahead of
the 2021 Assembly elections,
Suvendu joined the BJP.

After she became chief
minister of West Bengal,
Mamata’s hold on her party
was such that leaders knew
they needed to indulge her
every whim or face a fall
from grace.

These elections mark the completion of the BJP-secular
party divide purely on a Hindu-Muslim basis. The BJP’s
rivals are increasingly looking like Muslim parties,
though their leaders are all Hindus

Nearly seven years ago, I wrote this National Interest

Like the previous AAP government in Delhi during
Shaheen Bagh protests and the communal riots that
followed. The fear of being seen as “pro-Muslim” kept
them away.

®This puts the burden of saving Indian secularism
squarely on the backs of Muslims. This is onerous,
unrealisticand unfair. It'sthelogic of the Partition that
the Mushm commumty is scattered and doesn 't have

Deputy and headsofarmed force

under ine:“DolIndian i " This

andir Toda There’s

isanimportant time to raise that question again.
On the evidence of the latest state elections,
especlally in West Benga] and Assam, where Muslims
30 per cent of the
issue remains the same, if more compounded. The
ar And politicall

1o Muslim chief minister; J&K is a Union Territory.
Tt lim Governor, in Bihar, LtG

Ata Hasnain. Among the nearly 100-strong list of cen-
tral government secretaries, Kamran Rizvi (Heavy
Industries) i is Lhe only Muslim. Justice Ahsanuddin

would be that Muslims today matter even less to the
Modi-Shah BJP than they did in 2019.
1In West Bengal and Assam, the Janata

Iy Muslim among the 32 Supreme
Court judges today. The last Muslim Chief Justice of
India, Justice AM Ahmadi, reu.red onMarch24,1997.

ist mightgi ionofthemar-

Party (BJP) won two-thirds of the seats this time with-
out fielding even one Muslim. C of the 24

majoriti electoral

‘Today, they re being persuaded to vote for the can-
didate mostlikelytodefeat the BJP merely onthe hope
thatit might protect them physically. This ishopelessly
minimalistic i ina robust secular democracy As the
Sachar C d, it forthem.
In fact, the report became Mamata Banerjee’s rallying
callbecause itshowed how miserably the Muslims had
doneunderthe Leftin West Bengal. It sfor the “secular”
parties to build large enough coalitions with the
Hindus to reach winning vote shares. In the past, the

ginalisation of Indian Muslims, it need:
o m . :

Medici

opposition candidates who won in Assam, 22 are
Muslim. This includes 18 out of the Con-
gresstally of 19.

In West Bengal, 40 of the 293 newly-
elected MLAs are Muslim. Of these, 34
are from the Trinamool Congress (TMC),
about 45 per cent of the party’stally of 80.
Ineffectthen, in the two states (J&Kisn't
astate) where Muslims have their largest
population, they're out of the power

law, academia, science, software, banking, and, of
course, the entertainment and news

Hindi parties did so by dividing the Hindus
among castes and signing up large enough caste
groups. That fortress has now been breached by Modi
and Shah. Who hasany new ideas here"CertaJnly this

Congress fromit. It lookof

\ media. Th forces

jonsrise. Th

aconfused hare on a highway, frozen in the headlights
of N

truck.

therefore, has to be that this loss of repre-
sentation isspecific to politics.

The headlme of that first column on

ds froma

1999 conversanon wuh then BJP leader,

®0waisi has floated another idea: The Muslims form

their own parties, choose their own leaders. This is
lofindiaisn’told F

If Muslims float their own parties, they’ll be the BJP’s

biggest force-multipliers. The remarkable fact is, after

Jinnah, Indian Muslims have never trusted a Muslim

as their leader. They" ve counted on Hindu leaders,

structure, cleansed out, and effectively

forming the only opposition to the BJP. NATIONAL and former Rajya Sabha MP Balbir Punj.
Trony or paradox, their leaders are still |NTEREST He was also briefly my at the
Hindus. And all of them have lost in the Indian Express Group, where he wrote for

fight against the BJP.

These elections mark the completion
of the BJP-secular party divide purely on a Hindu-
Muslim basis. In Kerala, for example, of the United
Democratic Front’s (UDF) 102 newly elected MLASs, 30
are Mushms and 29 Christians.

Thisled
sequences as several leaders
who thought they had a bril-
liant political future dis-
covered after they'd been
dumped by Mamata— for not
listening to Rabindra Sangeet
with the right degree of con-
centration (when Mamata
sang) or for not taking medi-
cines she had prescribed (she
fancies herself as a doctor),
forexample.

Now, as she stands against
the ropes, Mamata needs to
takeahard longlookat herself,
all those she has driven away,
and ask herself why her world
liesin ruins around her feet.

relief at knowing that Muslims having
lheu' place at least in the Kerala sun needs to be tem-
pered by the realisation that the BJP will now exploit
this as evidence of minority rule, work on the Hindu
voteand divide the Kerala Christians.
Nationally, this Lok Sabha, the 18th, had 24 Muslim
MPs, or a mere 4.42 per cent while the community’s

i5pe:
cent.In the 16th and 17th Lok Sabha, there were 22and
27Muslim MPs, respectively. This, however, isn’tasbig
asurprise as it might seem from a first reading. Except
1980 and 1984, when Muslims won 49 and 45 seats,
accountingforgand 8.3percent, i the per-

SHEKHAR GUPTA

The Financial Express. Punj passed away
last month. He was furious after the
second Vajpayee government lost its majority in the

fromtk an tothe Yadavsof UPand
Bihar, Mamata Banerjee, and the Left (where it
matters). Did it work for them? Not perfectly. But they
were neveras out of the power. stxucnme asnow.

India’s Muslims, Hindt llneed to

LokSabha by one vote in 1999, after the 13-day govern:
‘ment in 1996. He was frustrated because no party that
counted on the Muslim vote was willing to accept the
BJP. This was the veto Muslims had on who would rule
India, and who wouldn’t. The Modi-Shah era has
changed all of that.

These factslead to three important outcomes:
@®BJP’s rivals, or the so-called secular parties, are
increasingly looking like “Muslim” parties, though
their leaders are all Hindus. This is exactly where the
BJP would want its opposition to be. A Hindu versus
the rest equation is 80:20 in their favour. And they will

Thefearofbei
Y i Al
led to the creation of Pakistan. Who it benefitted or
didn’tisadebate foranotherday.It'sodd to put themin
“butjust forour thinkPak-
istanand Israel. OneisanIslamicrepublicand the other
aZionist one. Both have proportionate representation
and, Lhough it works differently, it guarantees some
seatsfor inorities. Alittle bitof jitri utna
hagq” (toeach totheir
India, asecular republic, follows the first-past-the-
post system and to expect any proportionality in

elected ic. But, there’sagap

P
They’vealready conquered Goaand Keralais early

and an imbalance. The only way to address it is for

days. TheBJPha time. Inthe

to rise and build a coalition

they'vebuilt. with the Christian

centage of Muslim MPs in the Lok Sabha has stayed
around the 5-percent mark. But they were always rep-
resented significantly in the Union Cabinet — even
Vajpayee had Sikander Bakht.

They were present in significant constitutional
positions like President, Vice President, Lok Sabha

tribes. In none of these states has the BJP demanded a
beef ban. That's why Asaduddin Owaisi mocks their
hypocrisy by taunting them with “UP ki gai mummy,
northeast meingaiyummy’.

Some “secular” parties, still reliant on the Muslim
vote, have grown wary of appearing tospeak for them.

with a sufficiently large section of Hindus. Indian
Hindus chose constitutional secularism and the
responsibility of preserving it lies with them. Any
credible challenger of the BJP will need to build trust
with them.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

Will 200+ scores build or erode brand IPL?

L S
YES, BUT...

SANDEEP GOYAL

SayIPL, and the first words that pop
up in your mind are

the dominance of batters on flat,
willow-friendly pitches. While this
has delighted fans who obviously
love the power-hitting, the constant
run glut and boundaries galore have
raised concerns overthe diminishing
contest between bat and ball.
Inarecent Red Lab survey of 23
large clients that have given the
Indian Premier League (IPL) a miss
this year, the feedback headlines
were — “not cricket any longer”, “the
sixes overpower the brand messag-
ing”, “the ads almost look like inm.l-
sion in the ongoing sixes orgy™. But
those that h:

adding charm to the IPL, but also
possibly eroding parts of the brand.
They're changing what the IPL
brand actually means or connotes,
or should stand for. Let’s examine
both perspectives.

Sixes every over. 250 chases in 18
overs. Casual fans seem to love the
hard-hitting, the lofted shots, and
thechaos. IPLis sellingthousands of
tickets and getting millions of eye-
balls — the JioStar is

ingabout 200+ in theIPLislikecom-
plaining about too many dunks in
the NBA (National Basketball
Association). But the IPL is today a
football match with almost 40 goals
scored between the two sides and a
20-19 end score. Oops, which fan
would want that!?

The 200+ games have also
minted instant stars. Abhishek
Sharma, Jake Fraser-McGurk,

hi h Sharma, Vaibhav Soorya-

said to be pocketing ¥100 crore per
match. The 2024-2025 seasons saw
200+ scores hecome the new

excitement, and entertainment. Add
excess to that — especially this year,
when fanshavebeen treated toarun-
fest, with teams consistently breach-
ing the 200-run mark with ease and
aplomb. Time and time again.
Almost all matches have showcased

normal, and p hit all-time

(Red Lab interviewed 16 such
brands), on the IPL broadcast say —
“much more bang for the buck”,
“fans are happy”, “every match is
gettingbetterand better” and “IPLis
expensive, but great Rol”.

The 200+ scores are certainly

highs. 2026 has only gone further.
‘T20and IPL, some would argue, was
built for this — “Cricket’s Bolly-
wood”. Flat pitches, a recently intro-
duced impact player rule, small
boundaries — this is the new
evolved IPL product. So, complain-

vanshi, Heinrich Klaasen have
become household names because
they can strike at 200+. Bowlers
who have survived have also
become legends. When Jasprit
Bumrah defends 20inthelast over,
every delivery makes for peak
“cinema”, not merely cricket.
Aquicklook at the numbers: The
2024 IPL season saw 41 scores of
200+.1n2025, that number rose to52

fortheentireseason.2026ison track
o surpass 2025's record easily. Fora
better comparison —during 2018-
2022, only 133 scores

Malinga yorkers, Narine mystery
spin, Bhuvi swing. Now it’s “see ball,
hit ball”. Bang. Bang. Bang. Young
bowlers will tomorrow either
become T20 mercenaries or just quit
the game. In the long term, this will
certainly thin out India’s Test/One

Day International

of 200+ were —————oo bowling pool.
recorded across five  WHEN 70 PER CENT IPLsearly brand
full seasons com- OF GAMES FEEL LIKE was more about
bined. Between 2023 BATTING PRACTICE, “wheretalent meets
and 2026, 163 scores  THE “CONTEST " PART opportunity”. The
of200+ have already ~ OF CRICKET DIES. bestversusthebest.
happened, with200or ~ FANS LOVE SIXES, Now it risks becom-
more matchesstillto  BUT THEY RESPECT ing “WWE with
gothisseason. A160 VERSUS 155 bats”, with matches
But howsoever NAIL-BITER MORE beginning to feel
much funthebighit- -~ like scripted run

ting may be, when 70

per cent of games feel like batting
practice, the “contest” partofcricket
dies. Fanslovesixes, but they respect
a 160 versus 155 nail-biter more. If
every match is 220 vs 215, it starts
feeling like a baseball home run
derby. IPL used to showcase craft:

fests. The authen-
ticity of Brand IPL as a sporting
league isseriously at risk. Entertain-
mentiseclipsing cricket.

Basically, it is a situation that is
net positive for IPL but net negative
for cricket. IPL's job, one under-
stands, is to be a commercial

monster, and 200+ games print
money. Broadcasters, Sponsors,
Gen-Z viewers are lapping it all up
and enjoying the fun in large dol-
lops. Brand value of the IPL has per-
haps touched $20-25 billion. But
brand cricket has suffered.

The fix isn’t fewer runs — it’s
better balance. In 2018, teams aver-
aged 8.42 runs perover during Power
Play. Today it has jumped by 50-60
per cent. Openers’ strike rate today
invariably exceeds 200 per cent.
What is needed? More 170-par
pitches, bigger boundaries at some
venues that will give bowlers some-
thing to fight. A 200 chase after a
team fought to 185 is better charm
than 260 vs 250 every night.

200+ scores are IPL's sugarrush.
Great for TRPs, dangerous as a full
diet. The Board of Control for
Cricket in India — don’t kill the
golden goose.

Theauthor ischairman,
Rediffusis
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Creditable step

ECLGS 5.0 will help war-stressed MSMEs

he Centre has done well to announce the

fifth tranche of the Emergency Credit

Linked Guarantee Scheme (earlier versions
were operational in the Covid years) to deal with the
impact of the Iran war on India’s 7.47 crore MSMEs.
These MSMES account for 31 per cent of GDP, 48 per
cent of exports and employ 32 crore persons. The
ECLGS 5.0 can help in easing liquidity constraints
arising out of disruption of markets and logistics.

L@

The war has rocked the economy in many
ways. For example, industries directly
dependent on crude oil, gas and
petrochemicals have been affected by
non-availability of supplies or their late
arrivals in dribbles and at high costs —
impacting output. This category includes
steel, glass, ceramics and chemicals units,
which have been forced into erratic
operations or shutdowns. Others
dependent on raw materials and
intermediates from China, such as pharma,
electronics, solar components, EVs and
automobiles, have likely been able to carry
on with production — but are faced with
logistics issues, payment delays and
working capital stress, more so as
exporters. The Centre recently set aside
18,100 crore to provide a ¥2.55 lakh crore
loan guarantee over five or seven years to
MSMEs and the aviation sector,
respectively. The latter has been badly hit
by rising costs of aviation turbine fuel, and
route disruptions. With losses of top
players ballooning, the ECLGS 5.0 has
allowed for loans up to 1,500 crore to
smoothen operations.

However, the ECLGS 5.0 s primarily
aimed at keeping MSMEs afloat. Asa
scheme, itis ideal for lenders and
borrowers. MSMEs have been allowed up to
20 per cent additional credit of the working
capital utilised in Q4FY26, with 100 per
cent guarantee for banks. In its earlier
versions (which ended in June 2023), the
creditallowed was 20-50 per cent of credit
outstanding, with a guarantee corpus of ¥5
lakh crore. So, ECLGS 5.0 is smaller in
scope — but the fact is that today’s crisis
bears no comparison to the Covid debacle.
Under ECLGS 1.0-4.0, MSMEs used up only
about half the guarantees on offer or ¥2.45
lakh crore. The total guarantees issued were
3.6 lakh crore for 26 identified sectors.
However, MSME observers have sought to
draw bankers’ attention to trade credit,
which often acts as the primary provider of
working capital. In times of crisis, credit
between firms freezes, as the entire chain is
disrupted. ECLGS should be used to avert a
breakdown of liquidity chains.

The latest support to the MSMEs comes
on the heels of steps taken to soften the
impact of Trump’s tariff tantrums in FY26.
In November 2025, the Reserve Bank of
Indiaannounced a slew of liquidity support
measures to the ease the working capital
crunch faced by exporters. Credit
guarantees for the PM Mudra Yojana and
other schemes for self-employed can boost
businesses at the bottom of the pyramid.
Taken together, these moves can propel
domestic demand at a time when growth is
expected to fall below 7 per cent this fiscal.

OTHER VOICES.

Strategy to ramp up oil reserves

ENERGY SECURITY. Private investments must be encouraged to boost oil reserves’ storage capacity

N

MD GYASUDDIN ANSARI
heblockade of the Strait of
Hormuz has knock on
effects on supply chain,
energy prices and financial
markets worldwide. So

going ahead how do we withstand

energy shocks in future?

Some of the ideas put forth include
developing alternative routes, opening
humanitarian channels and corridors,
and creating a level playing field.
Domestically, many countries have
resorted to tax cuts to curb volatility in
energy prices. However, these measures
are short-term and work best in the
near-term horizon.

In March, India cut central excise
duties on petrol and diesel by 10, to
cushion consumers from the impact of
higher crude oil prices. Additionally, the
government has increased ethanol
blending up to 20 per cent, reducing the
reliance on imports. These are the
welcome steps that will ultimately
reduce the negative impact on people.

STORAGE RESERVES

1In 2004, India decided to build three
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) in
Andhra Pradesh (Visakhapatnam) and
Karnataka (Mangaluru and Padur) to
withstand energy supply shocks, asa
longer-horizon strategy. Under Phase I
of the SPRs, 5.33 MMT capacity of these
threelocations was completed in 2019.

Under Phase I, ISPRL (India
Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd), a
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
established in 2004-05 to oversee and
manage India’s strategic crude oil
storage, is in the process of constructing
additional storage capacities at Padur
and Mangaluru. Moreover, 4 MMT of
SPRs at Chandikhol in Odisha is under
the initial stage.

Developing SPRs take time. First,
constructing these rock caverns (where
petroleum s stored) is aslow,
time-consuming process. Second, since
India mostly exports heavy crude oil, it
requires the construction of specific
infrastructure. Third, the
commercialisation of these facilities is
still inan early stage, and the
profitability is low; it may be difficult to
attract private players, In 2025, a private
company secured a first-of-its-kind
contract to constructan SPR in Indiaon
abuild-to-operate basis.

The collective SPRs, which include
both public and industry stocks, bring
India’s total storage capacity to 74 days

Oil stocks of the
Top 10 [EA net
importer countries®

Total ~ Public Industry

million barrels (Chart).

The completion of Phase 1T will
increase SPRS’ capacity 10 11.83 MMT,
covering an additional 12 days of energy
supply, bringing it to 86 days, closer to
the IEA’s yardstick. Additionally, other
Asian countries — Japan, Malaysia, and
South Korea, hold adequate SPR levels.

However, many South Asian countries
‘have almost non-existent SPRs; they rely
on continuous supply for their needs.
These are two extreme cases of SPRs,
determined by numerous factors,

e stocks  stocks  stocks
Estonia 11,625 5767 5858
.l‘rlz:herlands il 128 i
Denmark 382 129 253
Finland 282 174 108
Hungary 216 9% 120
Japan 205 123 82
South Korea 199 107 92
Sweden 186 0 186
Belgium 175 91 84

Slovak Rep. 163 81 75

Source: IEA, April 2026. *Days of net imports
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of netimports, combining the 9.5 days of
ISPRU’s and 64.5 days of Indian
companies’ stocks, which is lower than
the International Energy Agency’s (IEA)
recommended 90 days of net import
cover for its members.

The actual stock cover is only around
60 days of net import, and the majority
of the stock comes from the industry. It
isimperative to note that most of the
stocks held by oil companies are public
sector undertakings. A considerable part
of IEA members’ stocks comes from

The completion of Phase
1T will increase strategic
petroleum reserves’
capacity to 11.83 MMT,
covering an additional 12
days of energy supply,
bringing it to 86 days,
closer to the [EA’s yardstick

industry; the top 10 IEA net importers’
stocks (in number of days) are mainly
from industry, and public stocks are
lower (Table). Itis less imperative who
holds the stocks as longas theyare in
sufficient quantities.

Six IEA countries — Sweden,
Switzerland, Greece, Turkey, the UK,
and Luxembourg, do not have any public
stocks, all their oil stocks are held by the
industry.

Interms of volume, the stocks
amount to 5.33 MMT, which roughly
translates to about 40 million barrels
(the IEA reports only 21 million barrels,
considering only dedicated
stocks/storage facilities, i.e., discounting
the facilities leased to foreign entities
suchas ADNOC, Abu Dhabi, UAE, at
Mangaluru).

GLOBAL EXPERIENCE

However, India can use the leased
storage/stock during a supply crunch.
Globally, China leads with 1.4 billion
barrels, followed by the US with 413

magmtude, and ease of consa?mmon of
storage facilities. The higher SPRs
among IEA members, especially in
Europe, are driven by proximity to oil
fields, ease of transportation, and the
nature of crude petroleum itself (light
vs. heavy). Itis easier and cost-effective
1o transport and store light crude than
heavy crude.

In the quest to create SPRs for
ensuring energy security, India’s
strategies ahead lie in a plurilateral
approach.

First, SPRs should be ramped up
further by increasing private stock
holding. Inviting private players with
incentives, such as restructuri
Production-Linked Incentives (PLIs), to
construct storage facilities and adopt
the Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model.

Second, diversifying crude oil
portfolios by buying more light crude
(which s relatively lighter than the
crudes India imports most from the
Middle East and Russia) from the US,
i.e., WTI (West Texas Intermediate).
This will require recalibrating refineries,
but it is high time we diversify our
refineries as well.

Third, a significant ramp-up in
imports from Brazil and Venezuela is
required. Since their crude is dense and
heavy, storing itis costly, but it can be
used contemporaneously. The majority
of India’s refineries cater to these types
of crude. Access to Venezuelan
petroleum is now easy, as sanctions have
been either lifted or relaxed. This can be
used to cross-subsidise the relatively
expensive light-weight crude for SPRs.

Fourth, exploring the feasibility of
storing oil stocks abroad should be
‘hastened. The ISPRL is in initial talks
with Oman to lease a facility for crude oil
storage. The IEA allows its members to
store reserves abroad under bilateral
agreements. Many [EA member
countries have facilities for stocking oil
abroad, e.g., the UK’s storage facilities in
The Netherlands, Germany, and
Belgium. We must emulate this practice.

Thewriter is Assistant Professor of Economics, Indian
Institute of Management Kashipur, Uttarakhand

[s India’s agriculture resilient enough?

Dietary habits, rice-wheat fixation, irrigation and high input use have reshaped agroeconomy, with uncertain consequences

—
PVS Suryakumar

reassuringly familiar: rice or

wheatat the centre, a dal beside it,
and a narrow band of vegetables —
potato, onion, tomato, brinjal, okraand
leafy greens like palak. That pattern,
shaped in the decades after the Green
Revolution, has done more than define
consumption; it has also shaped what
India grows.

It helped push the country froma
largely rain-fed farming system towards
irrigated rice and wheat, steadily
converting large tracts once sown to
millets and other hardy crops.

But the same transition also narrowed
crop diversity. The pressure of the
rice-wheat model has not remained
confined to irrigated belts. Rainfed
reglons have mcrcasmglybeen nudged

F or most Indians, the daily plate is

Gu Thedlan

Israel never stopped killing in Gaza

The meaning of the term “ceasefire” st ident. Yet
Killed scores of people in Lebanon since it agreed atruce with Hezbollah under
pressure from the US, with the two sides trading fire. There was astrike on Beirut
on Benjamin ‘nment would be delighted to resume
war with Iran. But it s wary of Donald Trump's wrath as he seeks an exit from the
conflict. In Gaza, the Israeli military has killed more than 800 people since the truce
there was declared in October, striking almost every day. This, too, is not a true
ceasefire but a de-escalation, however necessary. Lethal Israeli attacks onan
englneerand drivers transpor uuswat.cv i ified the water crisis that is
uelli gthesp of infectio édecins Sans Frontigres has called the

‘water i LONDON,MAY7
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SDF Urged to Enhance Deterrent Power

China, which has declared itself a “maritime power,” has repeatedly engaged
in provocative actions in the East and South China Seas and elsewhere. It is
no longer possible to protect maritime security by relying solely on the
United States. Japan should actively engage in multilateral cooperation to
increase its capabilities to deter China’s attempts to unilaterally alter the
status quo. The Self-Defense Forces must take advantage of their full-blown
participation in the latest military exercises as an opportunity to deepen
coordination with the armed forces of other nations and improve their
response capabilities. The military exercises jointly conducted by the US. and
Philippine militaries in the South China Sea and elsewhere began April 20 and
were to run through Friday. oxo,uars

is pattern, often at odds
with their ecological realities. Today,
rice and wheat overwhelminglyanchor
the foodgrain economy, while
traditional rain-fed crops such as
millets, pulses, oilseeds occupya much
smaller share of cultivated land. That
change has altered the ecological
balance of Indian agriculture.

The transformation of cropping

in1950-51 t0 79.3 million hectares in
2022-23. Rice and wheat together
covered about 40.6 million hectares in
1950-51 and about 78.0 million hectares
inrecent years, so their combined area
has risen by roughly 38 million hectares.
Yet the irrigation system itself rests
heavily on groundwater, which has
increasingly extended into traditionally
rainfed regions. Source-wise statistics
show tubewells accounting for nearly
half of irrigated area and other wells
(largely traditional open wells) adding
further share, taking groundwater-based
irrigation to over 60 per cent. India is
also the world’s largest groundwater
user, with an estimated annual
withdrawal of about 251 km* — more
thana quarter of global groundwater
withdrawals. Water-intensive crops have
rendered surface irrigation inadequate.

SUSTAINABILITY CONCERNS
The question is whether this structure
can endure when water itself becomes
uncertain.

Rice and wheat are largely anchored in
irrigated ecosystems, while pulses,
oilseeds and many millets continue to

MILLETS. Hardy crop vemsmcisiesmvc

of farming. Fertilizer consumption in
India has risen from less than one
million tonnes in the early 1950s to
nearly 30 million tonnes today —anear
forty-fold increase. The intensity of use
has increased sharplyalongside this
growth. Pesticide use, while uneven
across crops, is concentmted in certain

they would take up some other career,
and 27 per cent said farming was not
profitable. Food securit in
aggregate tonnes masks deeper stresses
within the rural economy.

India’s agricultural system works
today. The questionis whetherit is
resilient to shocks. With rising climate
variability, erratic rainfall and growing
pressure on groundwater, even two
weak monsoons could strain the
cereal-centric systems that underpin
food supply.

The Supreme Court has recently
urged the Union government to
incentivise diversification away from
paddy and wheat, while the Union
Agriculture Minister last year
announced expanded pulses
procurement to strengthen domestic
production.

These signals point to a pragmatic
path forward: not to undo the gains of
the Green Revolution, but to restore

systems— particularly
in peri-urban belts. Thesei inputs helped
sustain productivity, but have also come
atacost tosoil health, groundwater
qualityand food safety.

ile, agriculture continues to

depend on rainfed regions.
increasingly cultivated in peri-urban
belts, rely heavily on groundwater and
mtenswe mput use. Theresultisaa

patternscl mirrors the
of irrigation. Net irrigated areain India
has risen from about 21 million hectares

onirrigation and
chemical i mputs.
Inputs have changed the very nature

sustain millions of smallholders, yet
farm incomes remain uncertain with
rising input costs, climate change and
opaque markets. NSS data are sobering:
inthe 59th round, 40 per cent of farmer
households said that, given a choice,

balance. ling institutional
demand for millets and pulses through
public distribution systems and school
‘meals can provide predictable markets
for farmers. Reorienting fertilizer
subsidies towards balanced nutrient use,
along with stronger processing and
value chains, can make diversification
both viable and sustainable.

The writer i former Deputy Managing Director,
Nabard. Viewsare personal
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Vijay’s challenge

Stardom to statecraftis nota
seamless ascent but a gradual
stripping of certainty, where visibility
must yield to insti discipline.

Thevayforvardesin recalibrating
alliances asi

attention, whlle statecraft diffuses

conflictis far from over. A

demand’ (May 8).

he two lies in i ould Public sector banks should offer
‘governance rather than extensions thedifficultart of converting calm global mari fears progr d dil i
of electoralappeal. The\rdurab\hry personal appeal into collective trust over disruptions in the Strait of rate system for householdsand firms

d on shared

The Editorial rightly places Vijayat
this delicate inflection point, where
electoral prominence is nolonger
sufficient to command governance.
Falling short of the absalute majority
mark of 118 seats, heis pushedintoa
political landscape where authority is
nolonger singular but assembled. In
such circ numbers cease

D
intent —employment creation,
infrastructure delivery, welfare
execution, and continuity of
governance.

Equally critical is internal coherence.
Afragmented internal voice weakens
external credibility; discipline within
becomes the precondition for

N -

to be mere arithmetic and become
the grammar of survival.

Ultimately, the transition demanded

and electoral momentum into
durable governance.

Vijay Singh Adhikari

Nainital (Uttarakhand)

Storm persists

This refers to the article ‘Epic Fury.
ends, but geopolitical stormis not
over’ (May 8).

Though Operation Epic Fury appears
to be ending, the geopolitical

is psyc entralises

tur ing the US-Iran

Hormuz.

However, concerns over energy

security and fractured geopolitical
he

to attract deposits which can be lent
ascredit to various sectors. Itis really
heartening to note that interest rates

ontinue to weigh
global economy.

PV

Mumbai

Luring deposits

This refers to the news report ‘Bulk
depositors cash in on banks’ need to
raise resources to meet credit

year bulk deposits (of public
sector undertakings, temple trusts
and companies) of €3 crore and
above in banks have gone up to
about 7.5 per cent now and also their
credit growth considerably. They
should keep the momentum going.
S Ramakrishnasayee
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ATTEMPT THE ABSURD

ACHIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE
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A thought for today

A sad soul can kill
quicker than a germ

JOHN STEINBECK

Chief Message

Suvendu, Vijay have particularly tough jobs to do

resignation letter, Tamil Nadu's waiting an appointment

There was a meme doing the rounds that Bengal’s waiting a

letter; and Kerala’s waiting to see who's appointed. Now one
is done - Suvendu Adhikari, frontrunner for Bengal CM’s post, has
thejob. The second ison the boil - Vijay is Tamil Nadu's CM-designate,
with support from Congress’s 5, CPI's 2, CPM’s 2 and others, taking
the total, with his party’s 107 seats, to over the halfway mark of 118.
The third’s still work-in-progress, some Tweedledum Tweedledee,
as Congress tosses and turns on neta names and Delhi-Kochi games.

Adhikari's primary task, and challenge,
isto ensure peaceful transition in the days
ahead, as he grapples with dismantling
a political infrastructure shaped by a
culture of political violence. The mandate
for BJP was a vote for change, an anti-
incumbency vote. How that is imagined
in terms of jobs. education, health infra,
will be key. Peace and stability are essential

if investorsare, atlast, to hop on to the Howrah Express.

As for Tamil Nadu, investors are holding their breath. It’s never
quitedone, untilCM is in the chair. And sometimes, even then, it still
isn’tdone. As debutant Vijay is finding out. Governor, controversially,
had put him to the primary test - get the numbers. Now that he
has passed that, he must pass a floor test, vote of MLAs’ confidence,
which, sometimes, can be slippery, going by experience across
states. Once Vijay has the House's confidence, he'll need to get down
to, what is, any minority govt's primary task - consensus building
and collaboration, toturn the wheels of good governance. Leadinga
minority govt is hard work, never done-and-dusted. A tough challenge
for political veterans—for anewbie, it's truly baptism by fire.

Germ War

Hantavirus a nudge to test our pandemic readiness

cruise ship has become the scene of a deadly virus outbreak,
and everyone's on edge. Is another pandemic starting? No.
Hantaviruses — there are many types — mostly don’t spread
human-to-human. Also, unlike Covid virus, which was ‘novel’ or new,
Hantaviruses have been around forever, sickening and killing
humans across continents. That said, the virus strain that's caused
the MV Hondius outbreak is different. It's the ‘Andes strain’ that,
according to WHO, shows “limited transmission capability between

humans”, That’s how eight suspected cases
~ five confirmed - and three deaths have
occurred. It'salsoafar deadlier strain, capable
of Killing up to half of infected persons.
Any place with rodents -rats, mice -can
have an outbreak, and India’s had some.
Warehouse workers, who come in contact
with rodent urine, droppings and saliva,
and rodent catchers, like TN’s Irula tribe,
- areespecially susceptible. As far as the ship
outbreak with Andes strain is concerned,

no case has been detected in India so far. But since exposed persons
may not show symptoms for up to six weeks, we should be on
our guard. Contact tracing the ship’s passengers is the first line
of defence. After that, it's time to put our Covid learnings to use.
Niti Aayog in 2024 said the first 100 days of an outbreak are most
crucial. We are still in those first few weeks. Is our epidemiological
surveillance on, is the integrated health information platform
active? And when are we planning to enact the proposed Public
Health Emergency Management Act?

A Science Of Infidelity?
Apparently, It Exists

A psychologist points to brain’s hidden architecture

golfer Tiger Woods has publicly
regretted cheating on his wife,
Elin, umpteen times. “My regret
will last a lifetime,” he wrote in his
2017 book ‘Unprecedented’. 1t might
sound dishonest, knowing that
Woods was a serial cheater, but if
he's telling the truth, why did he
cheat? Clinical psychologist Glenn
Hutchinson has some answers in his
book ' Unfaithful Minds: The Science
and Psychology of Infidelity’.
heating is surprisingly common
overalifetime. A 1993 US survey found
that only 3-4% of spouses had other
sexual partners in a year. But by the
time they hit 60 - per a 2006 survey —
28% of married menand15% of women
had cheated. Standard
e\plananons like a
ing  marriage,
or overwhelming
passion, fail when you
encounter infidelity
in happily married
couples. Hutchinson
says the real drivers
of infidelity in these
cases are hidden,
not just from the
cheated half, but
also the cheater: They
arise, in fact, from
the brain’s “hidden
architecture”.

We think of our-
selves as consciously
deliberating and choosing, but the
mind does most of its processing
entirely below the surface of awareness,
says Hutchinson. For example, the
brain’s outermost layer, or cerebral
cortex, is constantly categorising,
evaluating, and responding to the
world. That's how we form two types
of attitudes to almost everything:
explicit attitudes that we are aware
of, and implicit ones, our back seat
drivers. And the two attitudes can
be contrary. “It's possible to have a
positive explicit attitude toward your
romantic partner but a very negative
implicit attitude toward her or him,
and infact many people do.”

We don't realise that our minds
start forming categories of potential

In the 16 years since his divorce,

mindfield

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

partners - attractive or unattractive,
relationship material, good for a
fling, etc - from an early age. These
categoriesareunconsciously “stamped”
onto our brains, and marriage
doesn’t erase them. And that can
be a problem. “After a person gets
married, their unconscious mind may
not cease to automatically activate
their ‘good for a fling’ category when
they meet an attractive stranger”
When Woods, say, walked into a
bar, he wasn't consciously hunting,
but parts of his brain would do
what they'd been trained to do.

Apart from attitudes, the mind's
desired outcomes or “goals™ play arole.
These goals, Hutchinson says, are
“selfish”. They pursue their own
satisfaction, regard-
less of the impact
on our lives. A goal,
once activated, will
“influence our
attention, perceptions,
thoughts, and beha-
viours, all toward
the end of bringing
aboutitsfulfilment”.
By the time the

i [ notices,

‘Reawakening Bengal from
civilisational slumber’

Defence minister & senior BJP leader argues his party’s mission is to restore the greatness of true Bengali heritage

Rajnath Singh

“Hey nuton, dekhadik aarbaar, jonmero
prothomo shubhokshon” — O new one,
show yourself once more, in the
auspicious first moment of birth.
Rabindranath Tagore wrote these
words as an invocation - a prayer
to the perpetually renewing spirit of Bengal. It's
traditionally sungon his birthanniversary, honouring
him and the joy of a renewal, an awakening that a
birthday signifies. Tagore understood that this land
does not simply cl\ange Itiscontinually reborn.

It's aweek
165th bu1h anniversary of Tagore, Bengal has witnessed
a historic change. On May 4, BJP secured a
historic victory in Bengal assembly elections.
Yet, for BJP and PM Modi, this election was
never merely a political contest. It was an
opportunity to restore the lost glory of this
great land, a civilisational calling that
transcends electoral considerations.

Today, it's worth pausing, setting aside
the noise of political argument to ask a
deeper question: What is Bengal, truly?
And what does it mean to restore her? To
understand Bengal's present, one must
first descend into her past - not the past of
decades, but of centuries.

Long before Bengal became a byword for
intellectual refinement, she was a holy land.
Inthe15th century, on the banksof the Ganga
in Nabadwip. a young man named Nimai —
whom the world would come to know as
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu-began to sing. His
kirtan was not merely music. It was a social
reform movement dressed in devotion. He
embraced the untouchable, danced with the scholar, and

In the previous three centuries, Bengal did not
merely participate in India’s moral awakening -
she anchored it. Raja Rammohan Roy looked at a
society that had grown rigid and corrupt in its
customs, and chose neither to abandon tradition nor
to surrender to it blindly. He reformed it - fighting
for sati abolition and insisting on looking within to
resurrect oneself. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar carried
that torch further, turning education into an act of
liberation, especially for women.

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay gave the nation
its first great novel, which included Vande Mataram,
the war cry that would echo from the lips of freedom
fighters for a century, and continues on every Indian’s
lips today Bengal also gave India its first woman

K ini Ganguly, who inspired women

declared that the name of the divine was available to
all without the burden of any ascriptive identities. The
i ismhe ignit iri i

of Bengal and Bharat's soul: joyous and inclusive.

Two centuries later, that same spirit found its
worldly complement in the Baul tradition - wandering
mystics who wore no caste, carried no scripture, and
sangof “moner manush”,themanof the heart. Among
them, none shone brighter than Lalon Fakir; a man
whom no religion could claim and every tradition
embraced. A Hindu or a Muslim? No one could tell,
and need not have bothered. This syncretic genius
was Bengali, an identity that can only be lived.

towards self-reliance and freedom. Syama Prasad
Mukherjee, a staunch nationalist, sacrificed his life
for the unity of India.

Perhaps among all the extraordinary minds and
great souls that Bengal has given birth to, Swami
Vivekananda stands as the most radiant. enlightened,
and electrifying mind. Swami Vivekananda, in his
historic speech at the 1893 World’s Parliament of
Religions, introduced to the world the greatness of
Hinduism, and called for religious tolerance and an
end to fanaticism. But when he returned home, he
told his own people something harder to hear - that
spirituality without strength is sentimentality, that

a hungry man cannot be taught philosophy, that the
goddess must be worshipped not only in the temple
but in the woman, in the poor, in the nation itself.

This is what Bengal is. This is what she has always
been. And this is how PM Modi sees Bengal. Not
looking back to become something she was: certainly
not becoming any other alien land, but looking
forward to reawakening Bengal from its civilisational
slumber, and achieving her [ulle:l pu(enual

Fortoolong, eng' 3 and
political hei) inheritance
as an emharrassmem - somethmg to be transcended,
explained away, orreplaced with colonial ideologies. The
result was decades of arrested institutional
decay, and the silencing of those who dared to speak
of dharma, of culture that did not contradict
but completed Bengal's pluralist soul.

Bengal’s election result shouldn't be seen
merely as an electoral verdict. It represents a
public mandate against those who distanced
Bengal from its very roots and values. For
PM Modi, this election was never a battle
for power. It was a sacred endeavour - a
‘yajna’torestore the lost glory.

PM Modi’s deep affinity with Belur Math,
his reverence for Swami Vivekananda, his
framing of good governance as seva—service
as a form of worship - these are not political
statements. They provide Bengal with the
impetus to recover her past glory and move
ahead into a glorious and secure future.
They are an example of a ‘Pradhan Sevak’
performinghis ‘Pradhan Dharma'.

To restore Bengal is to build world-class
‘A% infra alongside the ghats where Chaitanya
' ||# Mahaprabhu sang. It is to fund the schools

FTNE that Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar dreamt of.
Itis to build universities of eminence in the land which
led India in education for centuries. It is to provide
dignity to all tribal brothers and sisters of Bengal. It
is to respond to the aspirations of the people of hilly
areas, who have long suffered stepmotherly treatment
atthe hands of governing parties of Bengal.

Hey nutan. O new one - reveal yourself once more.
This is the prayer with which the first BJP govt in
Bengal, under the guidance of PM Modi and the
blessings of each of Bengal's sons and daughters, will
perform its ‘seva’ from now onwards. For a while, in
the last half-century, it looked as if Bengal's best
days were past it. Today, she has been reborn, with the
promise of a vibrant new life of prosperity and peace.,

Balcony Of Boundaries: Adjusting, Not Disappearing

That little place that looks out is a blessing. It doesn’t make family storms go away. It isn’t an exit. It's
about finding one’s emot|onal equilibrium. This can be the most loving thing to do in a crowded household

com

The first thing Maya does every morning
isopen the balcony door: Not for the view.
Thereisn'tmuch of one—two buildings
staringateach otherliketired relatives
ata wedding. Not for the breeze either.
Mumbai'sair is never quite sure whether
it wants to be a breeze ora complaint.

Maya opens it because, in a one-bedroom flat where
four adults and one teenager share the same walls, lhe
balcony isnot Itisoxygen. Asmall
republic. Neutral territory. A])]acewhexeshecax\
inhale withoutasking permission.

Inside, the house wakes up in familiar instalments.
‘The pressure cooker whistles. The teenager scrolls.
Her father-in-law clears his throat, with the
authority of a king whose kingdom has shrunk
to a sofa. Rajan, her husband, becomes silent in
the way some people become religious - not out
of devotion, butoutof habitand fear:

Then, almost reliably, a remark arrives.
“You have made the sambar too watery,” her
father-in-law says, tasting breakfast like it is a
referendum. “You never like anything,"” Maya
replies, not loud, but sharp enough for the
morning mchange tem pera\ ure.

“Why which
isnota questlon but a verdict. This is not necessari ilya
dysfunctional family. It is often just an Indian family -
lovingdeeply, arguingdaily,and carrying its history like
old furniture: heavy, inherited, and rarely moved.

They adjust to each other. Not as a swallowing, but
as boundaries. Boundaries not as walls, but as oxygen
lines. They don't reduce love, only resentment.

® The first boundary is space. Maya's family cannot
create extra rooms. So they Lreme small agreements.
Maya g after breakfast
-no questions, no instructions, no commentary. Rajan
goes for a short evening walk with his earphones, his
version of prayer. Their teenage son gets one hour
in which no one asks about marks, mood, mobile, or

future. Her father-in-law gets his newspaper time
without being corrected on politics, health, or cricket,
‘These are not grand solutions. They are buffers. And
buffers prevent irritation from becoming battle.

® Thesecond boundary is tone. One morning, when
her father-in-law snaps at Maya over something
trivial - salt, perhaps, or the way she folded a towel -
she doesn't lose her equilibrium. Instead, she says,
calmly, “T will talk to you, but not when I am being
spoken to like this." No speech. No historical audit.
No dramatic declaration that nobody respects her

in this house. Justaline. Soft, clear, repeulable

Her i Vgt ji table.
The teenager pretends to be invisible. Maya walks
to the balcony. This is the most important part. A
boundary is not only what you say.

It is what you do next. Sometimes, of H
walkingaway is self-respect.

@ The third boundary is time.
Many families keep having the
same difficult conversation in the worst possible
setting — late at night, hungry, exhausted, in front
of children, or in the kitchen where ordinary objects
begin toacquire dangerous symbolic value.

Maya and Rajanmakea rule that first feels childish,
then sacred: no serious conversation after 10 pm. Not

because problems vanish after ten, but because fatigue
isa cruel advisor. Sleeping over a quarrel is not always
avoidance. Sometimes, it isemotional hygiene,

@ The fourth boundary isrepair. One morning, after
a small argument, Rajan pauses and says something
he has rarely said in his marriage: “Can we start
again?” It is a small sentence with a large effect.
Repair is not a grand apology, not always. It can be a
glass of water. A simple, “Ididn't mean it that way."

® Thefifth boundary is loyalty. A sacred word, with
two faces, At its best, loyalty says: “I will not abandon
you in difficulty.” At its worst, loyalty becomes: “T will
abandon myself so you can remain unchanged.”
In Indian families, loyalty often gets entangled
with guilt. But mature loyalty has boundaries.
You can love a parent and still say, “You cannot
insult me.” You can love a spouse and still say,
“This behaviour is not acceptable.”

‘When, after her father-in-law says something
cutting, Maya simply says, “T am not available
for this conversation.” and steps out onto the
balcony, she looks at the two buildings facing
each other: No view. No romance. Just concrete,
grills, drying clothes, and the ordinary evidence
. of crowded lives. But for the first time in many
S days, she feels something close to control over
H er inner weather.

This is emotional equilibrium — not the
absence of storms, but the ability to stop being
swept away. Equilibrium does not promise that the
other person will become kinder: It promises that
you will not become smaller: When
exit is impossible, we stop asking
only, “How do I change them?" We

STORIES OF THE WAY WE ARE begm asking, “How do 1 (leSIg“ my

response so [ remain whole
Sometimes, the most loving thing one L’in doina
crowded home is not to hold everyone together with
endless patience, buttohold one'sown boundaries with
quiet courage. That is not coldness. That is the balcony
door opening. And in families like Maya's, that small
opening is often how the whole house learns to breathe.

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace

SOMETIMES AL THAT
FELINE DIGHITY 1S JusT
TOO MUCH TO KEEP UP.

Patriotism cannot
beour final spiritual
shelter;my refuge

is humanity. Iwill
not buy glass for the
price of diamonds,
and iwill never allow patriotism
to triumph over humanity as
longasilive.

itmay betoolate.
Research  has
shown that situations
and circumstances
shape human
behaviour far more
than character. For
example, at a corporate party to
celebrate an achievement, attitudes
of dominance and victory can crowd
out love for a spouse. “The situations
that we encounter interact with our
personal characteristics — personality
traits, to be sure, but also genes,

Tagore

On Mother’s Day, Be Grateful To Your Guru And God

Sant Rajinder Singh

back to the Source. It is through the grace

drawa comparison between a mother’s

of God that
he second Sunday in May each
| year marks Mother's Day -a day
torecognise, celebx ‘ate, thank, and
honour our dall mother-lik

oursouls can find their way back to Him.
Throughout ourearly years, itis our
mnthrs who helpcreateastrong

rour lives; they teach

figures in our lives. Them isadeep
umnecuon between the love, help, and

rfactors," b
says. And if you've been consciously
suppressing some emotional needs
for a long time, they can assert
lhemselvesinsuchan opportunity”,

i i infidelity,
but suggestmgthat spouses who cheat
may not be the devious,

ustheartof lovinghumanity and n:::‘.‘ g
the power of love to transform

human birthso

love for her

the phy:

master's love
foradisciple, and God's love for the soul.
Justasamother gives her child gains in
world, aspiritual master
helpsthedisciple attain gains in
spiritual worlds. They, too, shower
Zags  uswithaffection and sweetness,

When wedo so, we find thatlife becomes
harmonious, calm, and peaceful. 2
we take steps in accordance with their
teachingsand put in time to meditate
daily, we make steady progresson
the journey back to God.

Asthey reach their teenage years,
children gravitate away from home and

we receive from our mothers ourlives. Through their n‘:" and impart the wisdom of their parents in search of independence.
1ndg,11\s\\emcewcfmmoul spiritual actions, they teach us to B 8 innerworl ldssothatwemay  Yet, afterawhile in the outside world,
masterand God, our eternal Parent. The  coexist peacefully with embark on the journey to they come to recognise the love that

deeper meaning of Mother’s Day is to not

only honour our mothers for giving us creat

everyoneand toserve God's
ionselflessly. The love

life, but also to honour our true Parent,

people we imagine them to be. Many
genuinely love their spouse, and feel
remorse, but can be helpless before
theirmind’s invisible processes.

the Dwme whu gave uslifeatall levels: leaves adeep impression on wedo not become entangled
andspiritually.  us,and we its of inactivities of the outer world.
Oursoul, which gravi ayfrom  our Rasiattarhow old we bemme spir itual masters help usawaken
the Supreme aeons. ago, has been trapped On Mother’s Day, h f all God's creation,
in the wheel of cycling and be gr dtefl.l.l to exhorung us tolive under the principle

through God’s Creation and _vedrnmg togo

our spiritual master and God. We can

our true Home. Likewise,
God imparts wisdom and
wereceive inourearly years THE SPEAKING TREE protection toour souls, ensuring

of loveand toserve each other selflessly.

surrounded them at home, and they
yearn toreturn to their parents. It isno
different with our souls, which gravitate
away from God. This human birthis the
soul's opportunity to return to its eternal
Parent, and we must doall we can to
make good use of the time we have by
following the blueprint given to us by
the saints and spiritual masters.




The Week That Was...

US, Iran trade fire again, stocks
down, weekly gains trimmed

Equity indices fell on Friday as renewed US-

Iran showdown pushed oil prices higher and

hit weekly gains built on hopes of a near-term
resolution and improved corporate earnings.
Sensex closed with trimmed weekly gains of 0.5%

at77,328 and Nifty closed 0.7% up, at 24,176
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. Sensex Gai
5%
Asian Paints : 164%
Adani Ports 16.2%

-4.6%
-32%

-28%

Laggards
SBI
TCS
Bharti Airtel

CRUDE  BITCOIN

L

9543/%

Was the record low that
rupee touched on Tuesday,
before closing at 95.28/$.
Strong dollar demand from
corporates and rising crude
oil prices early in the week
weighed on sentiment

Source: BSE, Reuters, screener.in

Swiggy losses up
at 74,1k crin FY26,
revenues rise 51%

Bengaluru: Swiggy reported
wider annual losses in FY26
even as its food delivery
business posted its fastest
growth in nearly four years. The
company also signalled a more
measured approach in quick
commerce amid intense
competition and discount-led
expansion in the sector. The
Bengaluru-based company
reported a loss of Rs 4,154 crore
for FY26, compared with Rs 3,117
crore a year earlier, while
revenue rose 51% to Rs 23,561
crore. For the March quarter,
losses narrowed to Rs 800 crore
from Rs 1,081 crore a year earlier
and Rs 1,065 crore in the Dec
quarter. TN

crazy bosses

WHY IS YOUR
VALUABLE INPUT
SO STUPID?

SUNILAGARWAL.IN

UC’s InstaHelp losses
widen amid rivalry

Bengaluru: Urban Company
slipped deeper into losses as it
sharply increased spending on its
instant domestic services
business, InstaHelp, to compete
with fast-growing rivals such as
Pronto and Snabbit. The
company reported a consolidated
loss of Rs 161 crore in the March
quarter, compared with a loss of
Rs 2.8 crore a year earlier, even
as revenue rose 40%
year-on-year to Rs 462 crore. v

Kissht shares jump
12% on mkt debut

Bengaluru: Shares of
Mumbai-based digital lending
platform Kissht's parent OnEMI
Technalogy Solutions listed at Rs
191 on the BSE, nearly 12% above
the issue price of Rs 171. The
stock opened at Rs 190 on NSE
and surged as much as 33%
during the day to touch Rs 227.4
before closing at Rs 208.6,
valuing the company at around
Rs 3,522 crore.

Titan Q4 net climbs
35.4% to 71,179¢cr

New Delhi: Leading jewellery
and watchmaker Titan on Friday
reported a 35.4%increase in its
consolidated net profit to Rs
1,179 crore for the March
quarter of FY26. The company
posted a net profit of Rs 871
crore in the Jan-March quarter a
year ago. Its sales surged 48.3%
to Rs 20,607 crore in the March
quarter of FY26. acencies

Dip in gold drags
reserves down

Mumbai: Foreign exchange
reserves fell by $7.8 billion to
$690.7 billion in the week ended
May 1. The fall was largely
concentrated in gold reserves,
which declined by about $5
billion to $115.2 billion. Foreign
currency assets, the largest
component of reserves, fell by
$2.8 billion to $551.8 billion. Tun

Redefine affordable housin
parameters, banks tell govt

‘Rising Ticket Sizes, Interest Costs Need To Be Considered’
WHAT IS AFFORDABLE HOUSING?

Times News NETwork

Mumb: anks have asked
govt to review the definition
of affordable housing by revi-
sing property value and size
thresholds to reflect inflation
and changing requirements,
asrisingticketsizesand inter-
est costs render existing li-
mits less relevant.

“We are the market lea-
ders in housing finance and
our home loan portfolio has
grown by 13.7%. Our average
ticket size h& also gone up.
The composition of affordab-
le housing needs to change.
Thi; V]

govt il ]
State Bank of India.

“With the passage of time,
fixed limitslose their relevan-
ce. Today, it may not be possib-
le to purchase a house within
price thresholds that qualifi-
ed as affordable 10 years ago.
Ideally, these limits should be
indexed to real estate prices-
,"said Keki Mistry, chairman,
HDFC Bank. “Similar! C-
tion 24(b) of the Income-Tax

> Govt follows multiple
definitions of affordable housing
> Under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban), affordability

square metre carpet area
> Low income groups cover
income between 23 lakh and

36 lakh with house size up to

is linked to income around 60 sqm

categories and house size > Middle income

> Economically weaker Iand Il include income
sections include households between 26 lakh-218 lakh with
with income up to 3 lakh a year | larger size limits of up to around
and house size up toaround 30| 160 sq m for higher i

RBI eases rules for banks to include
quarterly profits in regulatory capital

Mumbai: The RBI on Friday eas

ed rules for banks toinclude

current-year profitsin caprtal adequacy calculations each

NPA-linked condition. Bank:

quarter by removing

can now add quarterly profits to CET1 capital for CRAR
computation, subject to a prescribed formulaand quarterly

auditor

pplyto

small finance and payments banks.

Act provides for a deduction
of Rs 2 lakh on interest paid
on home loans. When this li-
mit was set in 2014, it was sig-
nificant: today, it covers only a
small portion of the average

interest outgo,” headded.
Currently, govt follows
multiple definitions of affor-
dable housing. Under Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana (ur-
ban). affordability is linked to

income categories and house
size. Economically weaker

Health share in non-life
industry climbs to 41%

Segment Grows 15.4% To 1.4L Cr, Standalone
Insurers Account For 33% Of Total Premium

MayurShetty

com

sections include
with income up to Rs 3 lakh a
year and house size up to aro-
und 80 sq m carpet area. Low
income groups cover income
between Rs 3 lakh and Rs 6
lakh with house size up toaro-
und 60 sq m. Middle income
groupslandITinclude income
between Rs 6 lakh and Rs 18
lakh with larger size limits of
up to around 160 sq m for hig-
her categories.

InJan 2026, the Confedera-
tion of Real Estate Develo-
pers’ Associations of India
(Credai) called for updating
affordable housing parame-
ters. “The current definition,
unchanged since 2017, rest-
ricts units to 60 sq m in metros
and 9 sq m in non-metros,
along with a Rs 45 lakh value
cap that no longer aligns with
higher land and construction
costs,” the association said.
‘The industry body said multi-
ple definitions across sche-
messuch as PMAY, RBI, NHB,
and Rera create complexity.

SBI net profit rises 6%,
share price tumbles 6.6%

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: State Bank of In-
dia reported a 5.8% rise in
standalone net profit at Rs
19,684 crore for the March
quarter, as margins came
under pressure and treasu-
ry income declined amid ri-
sing bond yields and subdu-
ed equity markets, The bank
declared a dividend of Rs
17.35 per equity share for the
year ended March 31, 2026.
Shares of the bank fell 6.6%
toRs1,019.6 on the BSE, com-
pared witha 0.7% decline in
thebenchmark index. reflec-
ting investor concerns over
core income growth.
Announcing the results,
chairman CS Setty said he
expected credit growth of
13-15%, but cautioned that if
inflation rises beyvond 4%,
demand for credit in a con-
sumption-led economy like

India could be affected. Setty
said the bank is looking to
improve yields on advances
by shifting towards better-
yieldingloans.

He said the lender has a
loan pipeline of Rs 5.5 lakh
crore, with corporate capex
decisions expected around
July after clarity improves.

REPORT CAR

Net interest income rose
4.1% to Rs 44,380 crore despi-
te 16% credit growth, as net
interest margin compressed
by 0.2% t02.9%.

Non-interest income fell
29% toRs17,314 croreduetoa
treasury loss of Rs 1471 cro-
reanda56% decline in forex
income to Rs 1,258 crore, Ex-
ternal factors affected other
income by around Rs 4,500
crore, while regulatory
changes in forex had a limi-

ted impact of Rs 57 crore.

Record profit for BOB
Bankof Baroda, ontheother
hand, reported a record net
profit of Rs 5,616 crore for
Q4FY26, up 11.2% from Rs
5,048 crore a year ago, driven
by higher net interest inco-
meand lower tax provisions,
while full-year profit cros-
sed Rs 20,000 crore to reach
Rs 20,021 crore, a growth of
about2.2%

Bol profit rises 18.7%
Meanwhile, Bank of India’s
Q4FY26 consolidated net
profitrose18.7% toRs3,087.8
crore while standalone pro-
fit increased 14.9% to Rs
3,015.8 crore. Net interest in-
come grew 11% to Rs 6,730
crore, and NIM stood at
2.6%. Thebankexpects FY27
NIM at 2.7-2.8% despite cost
and inflation headwinds.

No layoffs, hikes deferred
by at least a qtr: Al mgmt

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: In a morale bo-
oster for employees, loss-
making Air India on Friday
said it does not anticipate
any layoffs even as the air
ne has been battling a series
of blackswaneventsforaye-
ar now. However, annual in-
crements “will be deferred
by at least one quarter in
lightof theuncertainecono-
mic environment’ dres-
singa Town Hall Friday, out-
going CEQ Campbell Wilson
and CHRO Ravindra Kumar
GParelearntto have spoken
about the “tough times" and
the need for employees tosu-
spend discretionary spen-
ding and defer non-critical
expenditures tocut costs.
The Town Hall follows an

Al board meeting on Thurs-

day during which cost-cut-
ting measures were discus-
sedastheairlinehaslostover
Rs 22,000 crore last fiscal due
tomultiple factors, including
closure of Pakistan airspace

Al had about 1,200
daily flights. It has
cut about 100 of
them due to the
escalation in
operating costs

since Operation Sindoor;
then the tragic Ahmedabad
Al171 crash, the US-Iran war
that has led to further leng-
thening of western routes
along with a sharp hike in jet
fuel prices and the rupee
crashing. Sources say the 1
sue of Wilson's successor
was not finalised during

Thursday's board meeting.
The CHRO reportedly sa-
id AT will proceed with vari-
able pay for FY26, continue
with planned promotions
while annual increments
will be deferred by at least
one quarter due to current

cipate layoffs,” Kumar said.

Wilson stressed on the
need to cut costs. He urged
employees to suspend dis-
cretionary spending, rene-
gotiate rates where feasi
le, and defer non-critical ex-
penditures. “There must be
alaser sharp focus on elimi-
nating wastage and leaka-
ges,” hesaid.

Wilson said while Al
wasn't expecting a profit
last fiscal, the actual losses
were more than what it had
anticipated.

Zepto gets
Sebi’s nod for
SibnIPO

Mumbai: Zepto's $1 billion IPO
is a step closer to hitting Dalal
Street with markets regulator
Sebi giving it a go ahead for the
issuance, details published on
its websiteshowed. The compa-
ny which rivals Eternal's Blin-
kitand Swiggy Instamart inIn-
dia’s §10-11 billion quick com-
merce market is targeting a lis-
ting sometime by July, said
people in the know. Zepto decli-
ned to comment. The bulk of
thelPO, itisunderstood, willbe
through afresh issue of shares.
The startup, last valued at
§7 billion had filed for IPO thro-
ugh the confidential route in
Dec last year and will now file
updated papers in about six-
eight weeks, sources said. Zep-
to which will join two of its lis-
ted competitors is heading to
the bourses amid war-battered
volatile markets which pushed
itsfintech peer PhonePe to pau-
seits§1.3billion TPO. min

Hyundal Imes
up 37,500cr
capex for FY27

New Delhi: Hyundai Motor
India on Friday said it has li-
ned up Rs 7,500 crore capex for
FY27 and slated two new mo-

dels, including a mass seg-
ment electric SUV, for launch
this year, as it seeks to regain
the number two position in
the domestic passenger vehi-
clemarket.

The company expects do-
mestic sales to grow by 810%
in FY27, along with a similar
volume growth for exports,
HMIL managing director &
CEO Tarun Garg told repor-
tersinanearningscall.

Meanwhile, theautomajor
reported a 22.2% decline in
consolidated profitaftertaxto
Rs 1,255.6 crore in the March
quarter, impacted by higher
commodity prices, unfavou-
rable product mix and costs
associated with capacity sta-
bilisation. asencies

India emerging as a hub for app innovation: Apple

Aabhas.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Blind users
struggle with navigating unfa-
miliar indoor spaces, reading
signs or understanding visual
cues. And, most people take
this for granted. This problem
is what pushed 20-year-old Ni-
mar Sharma, astudent at Chit-
kara University on the out-
skirts of Chandigarh, to build
Blind Bridge, an

India-Based Developers’ Global Earnings Treble

> More than ¥45,000 crore
seen in App Store billings and
sales in India in 2024

> Around 755 million+
global downloads

of apps developed in

India in 2024

> 80% of Indian
developers’ earnings came
from users outside India

> 17,000+ developers

are associated with Apple's

Developer Center in Bengaluru
> 1 million jobs
created around
Apple's app developer
ecosystem in India

> India-based developers'
global earnings tripled over
last five years

focused app that aims to makc

everyday navigation for
visually impaired users. His
app uses intuitive vibration-
based sensing and earned
Sharmaa place among the dis-
tinguished winners of Apple’s
Swift Student Challenge 2026
— one of seven winners from
Indiaselected this year:

But beyond individual re-
cognition, Sharma'’s story re-

flects larger that
Apple is increasingly betting
on: India’s rapidly growing de-
veloper ecosystem.

Speaking ahead of WWDC
(Worldwide Developer Confe-
rence)2026, Susan Prescott, vi-
ce president, worldwide deve-
loper relations, Apple, said
India has emerged as one of
the company’s most vibrant

developer markets, driven by a
mix of global ambition, entre-
preneurship and student par-
ticipation.

“It's been really exciting to
see a big developer communi-
ty inIndia now, that is still gro-
wingrapidly,” Prescott said.

“What's interesting is the
global nature of what develo-
pers are doing in India. Many

pers want to create im-
pact locally, but also take ad-
vantage of the global reach of
the App Store.”

That global reach is beco-
ming increasingly important
for Indian developers. Accor-
ding to an Apple-backed study
released in April, the App Sto-
re ecosystem in India facilita-
ted Rs 44,447 crore in billings
and sales in 2024, while global
earnings of India-based deve-
lopers have tripled over last fi-
ve years, Close to 80% of ear-
nings generated by Indian de-
velopers now come from users
outside the country. More than
17,000 developers had been as-
sociated with the Developer
Centre in Bengaluru. Back in
2023, Apple had claimed that
onemillion jobs had been crea-
ted around the developer eco-
system in India. These num-
bers, however. look small com-

pared to China. There are re-
portedly close to two million
i0S developers in China whe-
reas the App Store billings we-
re also ten times higher than
that of India.

However, Apple says the
App Store ecosystem now
spans 175 storefronts globally,
allowing Indian developers to
scale internationally far faster
than before. In 2024 alone, apps
developed in India were down-
loaded more than 755 million
times worldwide through the
App Store.

Akey partof Apple’s India
push has been the Apple Deve-
loper Center, where Apple eng-
ineers work directly with de-
velopers. Prescott said the
centre has become an impor-
tant hub not just for technical
guidance, but also for foste-
ring a sense of community
amongdevelopers.

Mumbai: Health insurance
is steadily increasing its do-
minance in India’s non-life
insurance industry, with its
sharerisingto40.8% in FY26
from 38.6% a year earlier. He-
althasasegment grew15.4%
to about Rs 14 lakh crore,
even as the non-life industry
grew 9.3%, with total gross
direct premium income rea-
ching nearly Rs 3.4 lakh cro-
reinFY26.

Stand-alone health insu-
rers accounted for 32.7% of
the total health insurance
premium, underwriting Rs
44,863.7 crore out of the in-
dustry’s total health premi-
umof Rs1,37,144.5 crore, The
top five insurers in the he-
alth segment were New In-
dia Assurance with Rs
21,5315 crore and 15.7% mar-
ket share of health, followed
by Star Health & Allied Insu-
rance with Rs 18,435 crore
and13.4% share. Care Health
Insurance followed with Rs
9,768.4 crore (7.1%), ICICT
Lombard with Rs 8,617.3 cro-
re (6.3%) and Niva Bupa He-
alth Insurance with Rs
8,479.7 crore (6.2%). Stand-
alone health insurers out-
performed the broader in-
dustry with growthof 19.4%.

The expansion in health
insurance anchored the in-
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dustry’s performance, while  growth of 5.7%. Aviation

other segments showed mix-
ed trends. Motor insurancs
the second-largest segment,
saw its share remain largely
unchanged at 32.2%, with
premiums at about Rs 11
lakh crore and growth of
9.2%. Fire insurance increa-
sed its share to 8.2% from
7.9%, with premiums of Rs
27,523.8 crore and growth of
13.4%. Personal accident in-
surance recorded the fastest
growth of 35%, raising its
shareto3.5% from 2.8% with
premiums of Rs 11.603.7 cro-
re. Engineering g 13.1%
to Rs 6,801.5 crore with a 2%
share, while liability rema!
ned stable at 1.8% with pre-
miums of Rs 5993.3 crore
and growthof 9.6%.

Marine insurance saw its
sharedeclineslightly to1.7%
from 18%, with premiums
of Rs 58195 crore and

premiums stood at R$ 1,089.3
crore, with a marginal cont-
raction of 0.8% and a redu-
ced share of 0.3% from 0.4%.
The miscellaneous segment
declined sharply by 17.6%,
with its share dropping to
9.5% from 12.6% and premi-
umsat Rs31,93L1crore,
Among insurers overall,
New India Assurance retai-
ned its leadership with a
market share of 12.8%, up
from 12.6%, and growth of
10.9%. ICICI Lombard held
the second position with a
share of 8.6% and growth of
7.0%. Bajaj Allianz followed
with a 6.9% share and
growthof 8.2%. United India
Insurance reported a 6.4%
share with growth of 6.7%,
while Oriental Insurancero-
unded out the top five insu-
rers with a 6.2% share and
growthof 4.6%.

Britannia: Rising

fuel costs

on growth in(Q4

jia.com

weighed

The company manufactu-
res a sigi portion of

Bengaluru: Britannia In-
dustries said higher fuel
and freight costs linked to
the West Asia conflict, along
with disruption in wholesa-
le channels following GST-
related pricing changes in
the bmunm.u-ket wexg,hcd

products for overseas mar-
kets in Oman and Dubai.
Hargave said Britannia
has begun shifting part of
its export-oriented produc-
tion back to its Mundra fa-
cility toreduce dependence
on West Asian shipping ro-
utes and expects the trans-

Tata Trusts
postpone board
meet to May 16

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A day after Bombay
high court cleared the way for
the board meetings to proce-
ed, the Sir Ratan Tata Trust
and the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
postponed them to May 16. A
key agenda was to review no-
minee directors for Tata Sons,
in which the two trusts hold a
controlling 52% stake.
Among the trustees, chair-
man Noel Tata and vice-chair-
man Venu Srinivasanserveas

ongrowthduri
quarter, prompting the com-
pany to initiate calibrated
price hikes and cost-control
measures.

The maker of Good Day
and Marie Gold biscuits re-
ported consolidated profit
of Rs 679.7 crore for the qu-
arter ended March 31, up
21.6% from Rs 559.1 crore a
year earlier Total income
rose 6.2% toRs4,774.4 crore
from Rs 4,495.2 crore. For
FYZ26, total income increa-
sed6.6% toRs19,375.6crove,
while profitrose16.5% toRs
2,537 crore.

On the post-results ana-
lystcall, managingdirector
and chief executive Raks-
hit Hargave said Britanni-
a’s domestic business was
growing at 99.5% before
moderating in  March,
when the company faced
disruption in international
operations linked to the
West Asia conflict.

Britannia said its inter-
national business was im-
pacted by vessel shortages
and slower regional de-
mand, while fuel costs and
ocean freight rates surged
following disruption aro-
und the Strait of Hormuz.

ition to be by
mid-May.
The company added

that while wheat prices re-
mained favourable, fuel

They have begun
shifting part of their
export-oriented
production back to
the Mundra facility
to red

and laminate costs had tur-
ned inflationary. Britannia
said it would undertake ca-
librated price increases
and  gre e adjust-

irectors on the Tata
Sons hoard. The two are at
odds over a potential public
listing of the company,
with Srinivasan in favour and
Noel opposed.

Srinivasan and  Vijay
Singh had logged in virtually
for the 9am meeting, while Je-
hangir Jehangir and Bhaskar
Bhat had travelled to attend
—the former from Pune the
previous day, the latter flying
inspecifically for themeeting.

They were informed at the
eleventh hour that the mee-
tings had been postponed. A
communique from the Tata
Trusts chief executive anno-
unced the new date. The two
trusts typically hold separate
mcetmgs but had p]mmcda jo-
ints ontk

ments from the current qu-
arter to offset input costs
whicharerising.
Management also poin-
ted to temporary disrup-
tion in wholesale and rural

)

Corporate lawyer Swapnil
Kothari blamed the develop-
ment on “rival factions” divi-
ded on crucial decisions like
the public listing of Tata Sons
and the reappointment of

some bi
makers introduced interim
Rs 4.5 and Rs 9 packs follo-
wing the GST rate reduc-
tion, while Britannia retai-
ned its Rs 5 and Rs 10 packs,
which account for a large
shareof industry sales.

y chairman N Chand-
rasekaran. At the Tata Sons
board meeting held in Feb,
Chandrasekaran’s reappoint-
ment for a third term was de-
ferred. Srinivasan supported
his continuation while Noel
raised objections.

‘Google eyes investments in
Al infra, drone mfg in India’

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Google is explo-
ring investments in In
spanning artificial intelli-
gence infrastructur well
asserver and drone manufac-
turing, Union IT minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Friday, signalling a possible
expansion of the tech giant’s
ambitions, beyond cloud and
startup initiatives.

“Google is exploring in-
vestments in India across Al
infrastructure and the ma-
nufact g of servers and
drones, Vushna\\’ said ina
post on X after meeting Go-
ogleexecutives.

The reference to manu-

facturing is sig-
nificant as Go-
ogle’s India in-
vestments have
so far largely
centred on clo-
ud, Al skilling
and startup ecosystem pro-
grammes rather than local
hardware production.

The development comes
months after Google Cloud
announced what itdescribed
as its largest India invest-
ment to date — a proposed
$15-billion investment bet-
ween 2026 and 2030 to estab-
lishitsfirst AThubinIndiaat
Visakhapatnam. The project
includes gigawatt-scale data
centre operations, expanded
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fibre infrastructure and Al
compute capacity.

Google has also intensifi-
ed its India-focused Al eco-
system efforts through star-
tup accelerators and develo-
per programmes.

On Friday, Google and
Antler India launched “Go-
ogle for Startups Immer-
sion,"aprogrammeaimedat
founders and technical lea-
ders building Al-led compa-
nies with live products and
early ftraction. Separately,
Google opened applications
for the third cohort of Goog-
le Play Accelerator India, an
equity-free initiative for Al-
powered app and gaming
startups.
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Rethinking outward FDI

Overseas investments must become more
broad-based than just a few destinations

HE WHYS AND wherefores of India’s rising outward foreign

direct investments (OFDI) warrant closer examination. At one

level, they reflect the fact that “in order to sell in those markets,

you have to be present there”, as was noted by Chief Economic
AdvisorVAnantha Nageswaran. But headded that it was paradoxical that
uncertainties abroad were not coming in the way of higher OFDI while
there were untapped opportunities at home. The global expansion of
India’s conglomerates, however, is not of recent provenance as in the late
1960sand 1970s theAditya Birla Group made pioneering forays into Thai-
land and other economies of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), the first pre-liberalisation wave of OFDL. Post-liberalisation, the
Tata Group acquired Tetley Tea in 2000,Anglo-Dutch steel manufacturer
Corusin 2007, Jaguarand Land Roverin 2008.

Thebigfactorof changeisthat the composition of OFDI hasshifted from
manufacturing tofinancial services from FY21 toFY26,according toabusi-
ness daily. Over a longer period as well, this shift is borne out ina report of
the Centre forWTO Studies and Confederation of Indian Industryon“India’s
outward foreign direct investment”. The manufacturing-led OFDI phase
noted earlier petered out due to tighter financing conditions in the post-
global financial crisis period. There was a rapid rise thereafter of OFDI in
financial, insurance, business,and professional services, reflecting India’s

tructural iontoak ledge-based economy.While manufacturing’s
share fell to 23.290f OFDIin 202 3 fromahigh of 51.9%in 2009, financial
andbusiness services have driven India’s OFDI,accounting for 37.4%of total
outflows from 15.5%in 2009.

India’srising OFDIisalso highly concentrated in a fewlow-taxjurisdicti-
onslike Singapore and Mauritius.As forthe city-State, it would be tempting
to infer that India’s investments are a base to foray into the rest of ASEAN.
But thatdoes notseemtobe the caseas the bulk of foreign investments into
India from ASEAN are also from Singapore. The two-way flows of invest-
ments between Indiaand Singapore have in fact led researchers to investi-
gate whether there is round-tripping. India Inc has not followed the foot-
steps of the Aditya Birla Group with the Tata Group even exiting from its
manufacturing presence in the region.India’s OFDI in Singapore shows a
receding manufacturing footprint while it is sharply rising in finance and
insurance through mergers and acquisitions to harness the bustling busi-
ness opportunities of the city-State that is a leading global hub of technol-
ogyand financial services.

Policyinterventionis certainlyneeded toensure that rising OFDIis more
broad-based than being driven by conglomerates and concentrated in low-
tax jurisdictions. Top officials earlier indicated to FE that the government
wants to create more multinational corporations (MNCs). India Incis being
encouraged to set up permanent rather than camp offices to pursue ten-
dersin countrieswhere theysee opportunities. Whilea presenceis necessary
tosellmoreinmarkets, OFDIneed not beat the expense of investing domes-
tically. When companies invest overseas, they keep a buffer, as a result of
which theirdomestic investmentsarebound to remain stagnant.The ratio-
nalebehind the creation of MNCs is not only that theywould see returns in
terms of dividends and royalties coming in by the 2030s, but also create
more two-way trade flows.

China will parry if digital
dollars corner savings

THE RIVALRY FOR the moneyof choice in the 21stcenturyis heating up.Nowthat the
regulatory stalemate in the US over whether exchanges should reward stablecoin

y ing market

thatare most likely to get dollarised.

Last year’s Genius Act, the law under which the private sector will offer 1:1 rep-
resentations of the dollar, prohibits stablecoins from sharing with customers the
income earned by theiri assets backing the tokens. But Isowanted
atotal ban on third-party rewards to prevent a flight of deposits, while crypto firms
argued sucha move would kill innovation. It looks like a way out of the impasse has
been found.

The stakes are high. Last year, Coinbase Global, the No. 1 US crypto exchange,
earned nearly a fifth of its revenue, or $1.35 billion, from stablecoins. Most of it
came from its partnership with Circle Internet Group,w1th Coinbase paying out

millionsin house Circle’s USDC tokens. These
aresmall numbers, butonce the dollar clones are regulated, theirusage is expected
to explode.

Thisis problematic for Beijing. Arecent Bank for International Settlements work-
ing paperwarns that dollar stablecoins could store of value
markets, espeaaﬂy if’ theywere topaya yield. For residents facing currency deprecia-
tionor
is practicallyashadow doﬂardeposlthcld outside the system.

Anythingthatentrenches the US currency’s hegemonym countrieslike Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Turkey, Egypt, or Sudan goes against China’s strategic interest.

Which is why Beijing may feel compelled to give
them an alternative. If the e-CNY can offera clean
interest rate and a sovereign safety net via the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China, it may compete asastoreofvalue
in the very emerging markets that US issuerswill be
looking to capture.

The newlyminted compromise onthe ClarityAct,
the market-structure law that will complement the
Genius Act,comesaftera period of intense lobbying.
The text,asit cording to media report:
bans passive interest payments by exchanges. But it
explicitly preserves rewards tied to bona fide activiti-
eslike paymentsand trading, It remains to be seen if
the exception leads to incentives that look like yields
to users, allowing US firms to export dollar-denominated savings products to the
world. That could lead to a migration of deposits away from local banks in emerging
markets into private tokens backed by US Treasury bills. Washmgton getstofinance
lLSdEﬁuluuUuau hile private firms like Cir-
cleand Coi cut.Thisis privati: anOld Frenchword for
therightof the. sovenengnm mint mnneyand taxthe puhhc for using it.

China has already done thy rk for Starting in January,
it effectively handed over the state-backed digital yuan to local commercial banks.
Thee CNY\S nowtreatedas theirliability,on which theywill pay interest justlike they

doing instdigital
dollars Lhat mxght otherwise lureaway Chinese households.

Butadomestic moat can onlywin haif the battle. To prevent a sweeping dollarisa-
tion of its trade partners, Beijing must now play offence. Its most powerful tool for
traditional ﬁ.nance is therapidly growing Cross- Payment System,
orCIPS,which IPSsurged
afterthestart of thewarin Iran.

For tokenised claims, though, China offers thee- CNY as the primary payment

onmBridge. Transact d 2,500-fold since the pilot
plme oftheblockchain hecoun-
Beijing vi nativetoa US| -led digital financial

retur

ANDY
MUKHERJEE

Bloomberg

,notdollars.Vol

asan

order.By oﬁfenng ayield-| beannge -CNY thatsett
touching the SWIFT messagmg nctworl\ the People’s Republic is giving Belt-and-
R tax,

d triesawaytobyp

HE RECENT BIENNIAL
WTOministerial at Yaounde

ended in an impasse yet
again.Therewas no consen-

sus on the proposal to ext-

end the moratorium on customs duty on
electronic transmissions, which was on
Inf ion, the US d

that no other issue was taken up and the
meeting concluded without an outcome.
The failure at Yaounde underlines the
predicament faced by WTO members in
trade talks. Decision by consensus is a

@ TRADE TALKS
IMPETUS FROM EU AND US TO THE IDEA OF RECIPROCITY IN PLURILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS HAS QUEERED THE PITCH

The consensus hurdle in WTO

ANWARUL HODA

Honorary Professor, ICRIER

>

ited number of parties was the 1960 ad-
option of a declaration by 14 West Euro-
pean and North American countries to

of the WTO, there were as many as three
plurilateral agreements within its purv-
iew—the Information Technology Agree-

@ ANEW LEASE

Union Civil Aviation Minister Rammohan Naidu

The scale of the global aircraft leasing market, and
particularly the India-related portion of that
market, is large enough to accommodate
multiple private sectors across the world

It may appear paradoxical that the
WTOAgreementalsoallowsanothervari-
etyof h
efits are shared only among participants
onastrictly reciprocal basis, in sharp con-
trast to the customary practice of MFN
treatment. Clearly, the intention was to
coi
reciprocitytoaniche.Forthatreason,only
alimited numberof four
originallylisted in Annex 4 of the Marrak-
esh Agreement, of which only two have
survived, viz. the Agreement on Civil Air-

legacy of the General Agreement on Tar- prohibit the use of export subsidies on ment (1996), the Tel ication: craftand the on Government
iffsand Trade(GATT) 1947 daysandisdif- | non-primary goods ). This (1998),and th on | Pi Furthermore, the Marra-
ficult, if not impossible, to change. declaration was effectively a plurilateral Financial Services (1999).Th kesh i |
Alr_hough s vrecourse to mj.ug if among industrialised count- on przmsmn of Trade in Information toughrequirement of decision by the Mi-
riesthat ubsetof parties to Products (201 nisterial Conference, exclusively by cons-
Ioathe toopt for this altematlve on mat- GATT 1947. Non-| paruclpatlng develop- the latest addition is the ensus,forapp ionstoAnnex4.
tersrelating ion: l')evel- iesgot wAuluu\ und- Services Domestic Regulations (2074) Animportant development intheon-
pi ies uuauh‘ etothe ertaking The participants in these agreements going discussions on WTO reform is that
i withan The biggest set of pluri- fWTO mem- twomajorplayers, the EUand the US, have
important safeguard against action to lateral accords emerged bers whose cumulative ‘made proposals relating to plurilateral
ionson th from the Tokyo Round of Plurilateral trade shar deemed to The EU has i both
their consent. On the other hand,on | multilateral trade negotia-  agreements based ~ constituteacriticalmass, | MFN-based plurilateral agreements and
account of the diversity in the economic | tions in 1979, when devel- . . . enablingthemtogoahead. | thosebased on reciprocal sharing of ben-
nber countries,theines- | opedcountri lected  ON FECiprocity raise Pastpracticeonplurila- | efitsamongparticipants.In keepingwith
capable reality is that consensusis diffic- | developing countries (inc- spectre of the teral agreements has three thewmd blowmgmmeTrumpam theUs
ulttoachieve Thiswasthemainreasonfor | luding Brazil, India, Korea, trading system notable features. First, of
the collapse of the Doha Round in 2008, and - £ 3 althoughall of them began renpmqty—based plurilateral pacts.
and is the principal cause for the halting ties to plurilateral agreem- . I f as agreements among a Given the imperative of unlocking
i i ationssi entson five non-tariff mea- m_to clusters of subset of GATI parties or the process of trade negotiations on the
then. There is recognition that ruleson | sures—technical bamers, bilateral deals WTO assignato- | onehand,and thec ‘decision-
decision-making are a serious hurdle in import licensing, sub: ries, adh was kept making by consensus on the other, rec-
undertaking trade negotiations and the and countcrvanlmg duties, opentoall.Second,benefits ourse to the customary practice of non-
issueisliste t anti and customs valuation. wereextended onamost-favoured nation discriminatory plurilateral negotiations
onWTO reform. In the y dis- Th were u:uually re.fcrred (MFN) basis to the full membership of the appears to be the only way forward. The
cussions, the most promising solution toas Codk istingui parent irrespectiveofwhether | impetus given by the EU and even more

that has emerged is that of plurilateral

negotiations, by which the

problemi:

countri

with a trade policy initiative concludes a
plurilateral agreement, leaving others to
joininwhen theyareready.Theideais not
new—itis rooted in past practice.
Thefirst notable instance in the GATT

nlateral mstmmems Negouatlons in anyok i heplurila-

htheaim Itwas the non-discrimi-

A group of major of ping multilateral instruments natmy nature of liberalisation that made
illi head butat theend of the Round, it - gl the driving force
dent that the majority of forthelil isati tradeinthe WTO’s

countries were not ready to adopt the
‘higherlevel of obligationenvisagedinthe
Codes.Adoption of theaccords ona pluri-
lateral basiswas the pragmancv\myuut

1947 daysofan amongalim-

Withinfiveys

early days. Third, to minimise free riding,
the practice evolved to require a critical
mass of WTO members tobecome partic-

by the US to the idea of reciprocity in
plurilateral negotiations has, however,
queered the pitch.Viewed togetherwith
the separate proposals of these major
players forarethink on the MFN princi-
ple,plurilateral agreements based onrec-
iprocity raise the spectre of the trading
system fragmenting into clusters of

p
entered into force.

bilateral that are governed
not byrules but by power play.

Financing India’s silver wave

-
=

RAJIT MEHTA

MD &CEO, Antara Senior Care

Our models, frameworks, and approach to caring
for the elderly and particularly how this care is
funded must be reconfigured and reimagined

FORAMAJOR partofIndia’s modern his-
tory,itsidentity hasbeen firmly rooted in
the definition of a young nation—one
with a growing workforce and enviable
demographic d]vldend ThJs Ieahty is

pletelywithin the span of ageneration.
By 2050, the population aged above
60-plus years is projected to more than
double to about 350 million. One in
every five Indianswill bea senior citizen
and the 80-plus population will have
shotup by 279% (UNFPA) on the back of
higherlife expectancy facilitated by bet-
ter healthcare. But unfortunately, this
willalso beaccompanied bya higherbur-
den of chronic conditions needing con-
ti Nearly 759
least one chronic illness, 40% require
assistance with daily activities, 15%
experience cognitive decline, and 35%
face mental health challenges.
Atamacro level, dus means that our

haveat

acute illnesses. Currently, it does not
meet long-term careneedsand thestan-
dard health insurance policy does not
coverageing-related care despite estab-
lished benefits.C

familiesin

focused mutual funds have grown, with
assets under management increasing by
226% over fiveyears.

These figures indicate a financial

India bear over 75% of senior care costs
out-of-pocket, depleting their savings,
compmmising quality of life, and bur-

di that is not met with fully devel-
oped financing infrastructure. But early
signs of progress are evident.

Addressing this regulatory gap is
essential. Formal recognition of assisted
livingand long-term care services would
allow insurers to design products that
cover non-hospital care, including daily
assistance, rehabilitation,and supervised

are pushing for universal coverage, and

demng careglvers msu.rers are cxplonng semor focused
of f i ions, par- health finan-
ticul arlymsurance,hasc.matcdca:egaps. cialsolutions. Thy ignal

As India ages, we urgently need a
financing ecosystem that can support

a growing recognition of the scale of
India’s ageing transition. However, most

lives thatare notjustlonger of theseinnovations remain
but dignified. — |imited in scope, and still
For veneratxuns, care- Implementing largely centred around hos-
giving " - ion rather than the
absorbed within house- | £ . broader continuum of care
holds. This traditional care ~ insurance solutions  thatageingrequires.
economy functioned as  for assisted living Akey barrier to progress

India’s default senior care
infrastructure. However,

creates a win-win

lies in regulation. Assisted
living homes (ALHs), which

models, structures,

appmach tocaring fortheeldedyand par-

ticularly how this care is fuuded must be
and rei

expectarjous of seniors

ing is not a one-time event likean
acute illness—it is a gradual decline that
may or not come with disease. It isa jour-
ney that demands planning, continuous

Ives are evolving. A new genera-
tlon is getting older and is mcreasmgly

today, nearly 70% of urban scer:ario Ifgr all playacrucial rolein deliver-
ks, and clear. ing structured, long-term
usly, the senior care, currently lack

formal recognition within
the Insurance Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority of India (IRDAI) frame-

seeking to maintain its i
autonomy, and state of empowered lw-
ing. They are exploring structured sup-

work. This at e of regulatory classifi-
cation prevents ALHs from being
integrated into insurance-backed finan-
cial medlanlsms As a result, even where

living This would shift
senior care froman out-of-pocket expense
to a pooled risk model, making quality
care more predictable and financially
viable for families.
Bringingabout thisshift requires part-
nerships among insurers, care providers,
government agencies, and advocacy
groups to design products that address
both medical and non-medical care
requirements. Through pilot pro-

refine product features, pricing, and
claims processes based on real-world feed-
backand outcomes.

Insurance-backed models can play a
transformati i i iorcare
more accessible. This shift can also
encourage families to opt for preventive
and supportive care earlier, improving
healthoutcomes andloweunglong term
healthcare costs.

The opportumty is therefol e both

ocial
prehensive insurance solutions for
assisted living creates a win-win scenario

care out-

care,and financial resilience. port systems that offer safety, social
Aswe age and move through various
phases of abili need side the famil

assistance with activities of daily llvmg
(ADL), rehabilitation, assisted living ser-
vices at home or in a home, and transi-
tion care. India’s traditional hospital-
centric healthcare model, though

daround

Given their need for financial pre-

cessible to many seniors due to afford-
ability constmmts As IRDAIL strengmens

dictability and i e, people are
increasingly planning ahead, cnsu(ing
that they can access quality care in their
retirement years without placing finan-
cial strain on their families. Retirement-

HE EDITOR

Shifting oil dynamics

"Architecture of oil is breaking" (FE,
May 8) makes a compelling case that
OPEC's erosion is not merely organ-
isational but structural. What replaces
it matters enormously, particularly for
import-dependent economies like
India. Lower prices are welcome, but
price volatility without any stabilising
mechanism is a serious planning
problem. India's energy budgeting,
subsidy management, and inflation

targeting all assume some degree of
predictability in crude markets. That
predictability is now at risk. The gov-
emment will do well to accelerate
strategic petroleum reserve expans-
ion and deepen bilateral supply ag-
reements with diversified producers.
Energy security cannot wait for global
coordination mechanisms to emerge
organically. The transition will be jud-
ged, as the article rightly notes, not
Jjust by how clean itis but its stability.
—Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

effort universal insur-
ance coverage by 2047",akeystep will be
to incentivise insurance products that
match people’s life-cycle needs, particu-
larly for theirsilveryears.

Cash in on India’s

tourism potential
Apropos of "Next tourism leap needs
easing visa" (FE, May 8), India's tour-
ism has made a smart post-Covid
recovery by expanding e-visa to over
160 countries in order to attract inter-
national travellers. As the global com-
petition intensifies, India must have a
policy shift with visa liberalisation as a
core economic strategy rather than
procedural and incremental reform.

for fam-
ilies gain peace of mind and financial pro-
tection, while insurers tap into a growing
market with tailored products. Care
providers benefit from enhanced service
dinc dd dand pol-
icymakers can ensure better social out-
comes for India’s ageing population.

Cultural depth, geographical diversity,
and institutional capacity are strong
requisites to stabilise tourism. Innova-
tive introduction of visa-free travels for
listed countries and multi-entry visas
for longer duration with assured
safety could attract more foreign
tourists. Yet, necessary caution must
be exercised at the same time
keeping national security in mind.
—NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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IN THE NEW

NEXT ROUND OF
INDIA-CANADA
FTATALKS IN JULY

INDIAAND
CANADA
will hold the
next round

{ of
negotiations
for the proposed free
trade agreement in July in
Ottawa, the Commerce
Ministry said on Friday.
The two sides concluded
the second round of talks
for the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) in
New Delhi on May 8.

INDIA, OMAN MAY
DISCUSS FTA
IMPLEMENTATION

INA

MEETING of

India and

Omanon

May1lin

New Delhi,
early implementation of
the free trade agreement
(FTA), signed in December
2025, is likely to figure an
official said. The
agreement will provide
duty-free access to 98% of
India's exports, including
textiles, agri, and leather
goods in Oman.

Ashok Kumar
Lahiri takes
charge as Niti VC

RENOWNED
ECONOMIST
ASHOK Kumar
Lahiri on Friday
took charge as
Vice Chairman
of NITl Aayog.
Lahiri replaced Suman Bery.
Lahiri is a former chief
economic advisor to the
government of India and a
member of the 15th Finance
Commission.

Chouhan asks
NAFED to step up
MSP procurement

AGRICULTURE MINISTER
SHIVRAJ Singh Chouhan on
Friday directed
cooperatives NAFED and
NCCF to accelerate
procurement at minimum
support price (MSP) levels,
as wholesale mandi prices
of pulses and other rabi
crops continue to slide
below support levels.

Amit Shah to
review heatwave

preparedness

UNION HOME MINISTER
Amit Shah willdo a
comprehensive review of
country's preparedness for
dealing with possible floods
and heatwave conditions on
Sunday. Shah will chaira
high-level meeting to assess
the readiness of the central
agencies, review early
warning systems, resource
deployment and inter-
agency coordination, to
ensure zero loss of life.
AGENCIES

bEcono
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‘FIRMS BUYING COSTLY OIL, GAS, BUT SELLING AT LOW PRICES’

OMC losses touch
%30,000 cr amonth

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, May 8

INDIA'S STATE-RUN OIL mar-
keting companies (OMCs) are
incurring under-recoveries of
around 330,000 crore every
month — or nearly 1,000 crore
aday—aspetrol,dieseland LPG
prices remain frozen despite
crude oil surging to around
$120 per barrel amid the West
Asia conflict and disruption in
the Strait of Hormuz.

The mounting losses are
piling pressure on the balance
sheets of Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (I0C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL) and Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL), even as the govern-
ment continues to shield con-
sumers from the global energy
shock.

“Our oil marketing compa-
niesare buying expensive raw
oil,gasand LPG from the mar-
ket. But to protect our con-
sumers, theyare sellingatlow
prices,” Sujata Sharma, joint
secretary, ministry of petro-
leum and natural gas, said on
Friday.

The government has
already cut excise duty by 10
per litre on petrol and diesel to
soften the impact of rising
international prices, a move
that is costing the exchequer
around ¥14,000 crore every
month inlost revenue.

“The cost of this reduction
is ¥14,000 crore per month,”
Sharma said, adding that had
the Centre not intervened, the
burden would have entirely
fallen on the OMCs.

Industry estimates suggest
under-recoveries during April
stood at around ¥18 per litre
on petrol and ¥25 per litre on
diesel, as international crude

PROFIT MARGINS UNDER PRESSURE

BLPG prices
remain frozen
despite crude oil
surging to arond
$120/barrel

®Govt has cut
excise duty by
210/litre &
diesel
®Under-
recoveries during
April stood at
around 218/ litre
on petrol &
%25/litre on diesel

EGovt earlier
ruled out relief
packages for
OMCs

and fuel prices spiked after
shipping movement through
the Strait of Hormuz was
severely disrupted.

The strategic waterway
normally handles nearly one-
fifth of global oiland gastrade,
and the ongoing conflict has
sharply raised freight costs,
marine insurance premiums
and emergency crudesourcing
expenses forrefiners.

India imports nearly 88%
of its crude oil requirement
and remains heavily exposed
to global energy price volatil-
ity. The Indian crude basket,
which averaged around $70
per barrel last year, crossed
$113-120 per barrel in April,
according to official estimates.

Despite the global spike,
petrol and diesel pricesin India
have remained unchanged for
over fouryears. Petrol currently
costs ¥94.77 per litre in Delhi,

Construction gears
industry set to grow
7% in FY27:ICEMA

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, May 8

THE DOMESTIC CONSTRUC-
TION equipment industry is
expected toreturn togrowthin
FY27 after a weak FY26, with
the industry body Indian Con-
struction Equipment Manu-
facturers Association (ICEMA)
projecting around 7% growth
next year.

The recovery is expected to
be driven by higher govern-
ment spending on infrastruc-
ture,improving road construc-
tion activity, and increased
allocation for rural projects,
Deepak Shetty, president,
ICEMA said on Friday.

As per ICEMA data, the
industry hadaweak FY26,with
total equipment sales declin-
ingaround 2%year-on-yearto
136,995 units, compared to
140,191 units in FY25.
Exports, however, rose more
than 30%, partly offsetting the
fallin domestic demand.

Shetty attributed the
decline in FY26 to state elec-

tions, slower execution of
roads and highways projects,
reduced activity under the Jal
Jeevan Mission,and the transi-
tion to stricter Stage V emis-
sion norms, which increased
equipment prices by around
12-15%.

“What happened was that
while stricter emission norms
helped export growth, they
also increased prices in the
domestic market,” Shetty said.

Shetty said growth in FY27
would be supported by the
Centre’s ¥12.2 lakh crore
infrastructure  allocation,
higher spending on rural
roads, railways, mining.

whiledieselis pricedat ¥87.67
per litre. Domestic LPG is
retailing at ¥913 per 14.2-kg
cylinderin thenational capital.

Rating agency Icra esti-
mates that state-run OMCs
are currently making nega-
tive marketing margins of
around 14 per litre on petrol
and T18 per litre on diesel.
LPG under-recoveries are
projected at around ¥80,000
crore in FY27 if current
trends persist.

Earlier,the government has
ruled outanyimmediate com-
pensation package for losses
incurred on petrol, diesel and

HURLlisting expected in FY27
under govt’s monetisation push

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, May 8

THE CENTRE IS preparing a
major public sector monetisa-
tion pushwith state-run NTPC,
Indian Oil Corporation and
Coal India planning to list fer-
tiliserjointventure Hindustan
Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd (HURL)
in FY27 through a stake sale
expected to raise ¥5,000-
6,000 crore.

The proposed listing comes
at a time when disruption in
the Strait of Hormuz has
heightened concerns over
global fertiliser and energy
supplies,with India remaining
dependent on imports of urea
and otherfertilisers from West

PUBLIC OFFERING

®NTPC, |IOC and Coal India
are planning to list HURL
- their joint venture - in FY27

m Stake sale expected to raise
¥5,000-6,000 cr

m Public issue would be among/
biggest fertiliser-sector listings

A

Asia. “The plan is the public
offering of HURL within the
ongoing fiscal as part of the
asset monetisation roadmap
byoffloading 10-11%stake in
total to raise ¥5,000-6,000
crore,"aseniorofficial aware of

the development said. The
public issue would be among
the biggest fertiliser-sector
listings bya state-backed com-
panyin recentyearsand forms
part of the Centre’s broader
National Monetisation

India gets high prices for DAP
fertiliserin latest tender

BLOOMBERG
May 8

INDIA RECEIVED OFFERS for
phosphate fertiliser at more
than $900 a tonne in a tender
on Thursday, a fresh sign of
how the war in West Asia is
boosting costs for major
importers.

Prices in the tender, which
‘wasorganised by Indian Potash,
ranged from $930to $1,100 a
tonne, according to traders
familiarwith the matter.

Some 18 companies partic-
ipated,offeringa total of about
2.3 million tonne — almost
doubl aid

jet fuel sales, i: pres-
sure on OMC finances and
future capital expenditure
plans.

The ministry said fuel sup-
pliesacross the country remain
uninterrupted despite the
global crisis.

the people, who were not
authorised to speak to the
media.
WhileWestAsiaisasmaller
player in phosphate fertilizer
compared to the nitrogen vari-
ety,almost half of the world’s

supply of sulphur — which is
turned into the acid needed to
process it —comes from coun-
tries in the region vulnerable to
disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Asenior official at Indian
Potash wasn’t immediately
available forcomment.

Agauge of sulphur prices is
currently at the highest since
at least 2013, Green Markets
data show.

Phosphate supplies into
India, including freight costs,
have climbed more than 30%
since the start of war in West
Asia,according to priceassess-
ment data from Argus Media
Group.

“Because India subsidizes
phosphate, the nutrient is still
affordable to Indian farmers
but can the Indian govern-
mentafford these prices?”said
Alexis Maxwell, a senior ana-
Iyst with Bloomberg Intelli-
gence.

The government has
absorbed the higher subsidy
costsin the past and that indi-
cates they maydo soagain this
year, she said. If the Strait of
Hormuz remains closed in
May, that would affect buyers
in July and August, Maxwell
said,adding that India imports
the majority of its DAP in the
second half of theyear.

Bengal likely to rejoin crop insurance
scheme after new govt takes charge

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, May 8

'WESTBENGALIS likely tojoin
the highly subsidised crop
insurance scheme, which is
run jointly by the Union and
state governments, immedi-
ately after a new state govern-
ment assumes office.

According to sources, dis-
cussions are underway to
onboard the state, which had
earlier opted out of the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), starting next kharif
season.

The Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment had refused to join
the scheme, citing factors
including financial con-
straints. Currently, PMFBY is
being implemented across 24
states and union territories.

‘West Bengal is the biggest
rice-producing state while it
has a major share in the coun-
try's fruit, vegetable, and tea
production.

The crop insurance scheme
provides comprehensive risk
coverage from pre-sowing to
post-harvest stages of crops.

WELCOME MOVE

® Mamata Banerjee
govt had refused
to join scheme,
citing factors
including financial
constraints

B Currently, PMFBY
implemented
across 24 states

& union

territories

® It has major share in the country's
fruit, vegetable, and tea production

Farmers pay a fixed premium
of just 1.5% of the sum
insured for rabi crops, 2% for
Kharif crops, and 5% for cash
crops.

The premium subsidy is
divided equally between the
Centre and the state with the
exception of north-eastern
states where the premium is
splitina 9:1 ratio between the
Centre and states.

According to ministrydata,
over ¥1.98lakh crore has been
paid to farmers under PMFBY
as compensation since its

launchin 2016,whichwas five
times the total premiums of
40,097 crore paid by themso
far.

Since its launch in kharif,
2016, 27 states and union ter-
ritories have implemented the
scheme in several seasons.
However, Bihar, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand,
West Bengal and Gujarat opted
out of the scheme due to fac-
tors including financial con-
straints.

However, Andhra Pradesh
and [harkhand have re-joined

it. Gujarat currently imple-
ments its own Mukhyamantri
Kisan Sahay Yojana,while Pun-
jab in principle has given the
nod forimplementing PMFBY.

However, other states not
currently implementing
PMFBY include Bihar, Telan-
gana, West Bengal, Punjab,
Gujarat, Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Delhi, Ladakh,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman & Diu.

Meanwhile, the number of
enrolled farmers hasincreased
by 329%, from 3.17 crore in
2022-23 to 4.19 crore in
2024-25.

The Centre has incurred ¥
12,267 crore under PMFBY as
per the revised estimate for
FY26.As per the budget esti-
mate, 312,200 crore has been
allocated for crop insurance for
the current fiscal year. To
reduce claim settlement
delays, the agriculture min-
istry has made it mandatory
for states to open escrow
accounts to deposit their pre-
mium share in advance start-
ing from the current kharif
season (2025-26).

Pipeline (NMP) programme.

HURL was incorporated in
2016 torevive closed fertiliser
plants and expand domestic
urea manufacturing capacity.
NTPC, IndianOiland Coal India
each hold 29.67% stake in the
company, taking combined
promoter holding to around
899%, while Fertilizer Corpora-
tion of India Ltd (FCIL) and
Hindustan Fertilizer Corpora-
tion Ltd (HFCL) together own
the remaining 11%.

The firm operates fertiliser
manufacturing  units  at
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh,
Barauniin Bihar

. Each unit has capacity of
2,200 metric tonne per day
(MTPD) of ammonia.

April e-way
bills off March
peak but up
12% on year

KULDEEP SINGH
New Delhi, May 8

GENERATION OF E-WAY bills
under the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime declined
5.4% sequentially in April to
133.3 million fromanall-time
high 0f 140.6 million in March
as the year-end rush to move
goods eased with the start of
the new financial year,accord-
ing to official data released by
the Goods and Services Tax

Network (GSTN).
The figure, however,
marked a robust 11.8%

increase compared to April of
the previous year and ranked
as the fourth-highest monthly
generationonrecord.This sus-
tained year-on-year momen-
tum  signals  continued
resilience in underlying eco-
nomic activity and goods
movement  despite  the
sequential dip.

An e-way bill is an elec-
tronic document generated on
the portal that evidences the
movement of goods and indi-
cates whether tax has been
paid on them.

Under Rule 138 of the
CGST Rules, 2017, every regis-
tered person must generatean
e-waybill forthe movement of
goods (not necessarily on
account of supply) with a con-
signment value exceeding
%50,000.The threshold can be
lower for intra-state move-
ments.

Manoj Mishra, Partnerand
Tax Controversy Management
Leader at Grant Thornton
Bharat, said the moderation
compared to March figures
appears largely seasonal in
nature.

GLP-1 market surges as semaglutide demand rises despite price cuts

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi.ia}f 8

ASHARP REDUCTION in the
prices of its weight-loss drug
helped Danish drugmaker
Novo Nordisk record a 70%
jump in sales volume of flag-
ship brand Wegovy in April,
according to healthcare
research firm Pharmarack.
Last month, Wegovy sold
17,000 units, up from 10,000
units a month ago.The com-
bined sales of four innovator
semaglutide injectible brands
- Wegovy, Ozempic, Poviztra,
Extensior - delivered nearly
40% volume growth in April
(over March), the data showed.
Following the entry of
cheaper generic versions of
semaglutide in the domestic
market, Novo reduced the

price of the starting dose of
Ozempic by 36%, while that
of the starting dose of Wegovy
by 48%.

Despite the rise in sales
volume, the turnover for
innovator semaglutide
brands slipped from %46 crore
in March to ¥44crore in April.
Novo Nordisk directly sells
Wegovy, Ozempic and Rybel-
sus in India, while it has part-
nered with Emcure Pharma-
ceuticals and Abbott India for
brands such as Poviztra and
Extensior, respectively.

Ozempic is a GLP-1 drug
used to treat type-2 diabetes,
while Wegovy s prescribed for
weight loss in people living
with overweight or obesity.
Both contain semaglutideand
work by regulating appetite
and blood sugar levels.

MARKET SIZE
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Driven by cheaper generic
semaglutide launches, India’s
GLP-1 market more than
tripled to 1,736 crore in
April 2026 from ¥545 crorea

year earlier. In the generics
segment, Torrent Pharmaceu-
ticals . das the mar-

semaglutide generics market
and 28% share in injectable

lutide generic:

ket leader, con?rolling nearly
38% share of the overall

Torrent is currently the
only company offering oral

epapenﬁnancialexprm.cor‘. .

generic semaglutide in India
through Semalix and Sem-
bolic.

Pharmarack data showed
generic semaglutide sales

CHENNAI/KOCHI

surged 238% in April over
March, with companies such
as Zydus Lifesciences and
Lupin gaining share.

Shortly after the launch of
generic semaglutide drugs,
the market share of rival drug
tirzepatide took a hit with
monthlysales of originator Eli
Lilly’s  tirzepatide brand
Mounjaro dropped 21% in
March.

Eli Lilly drugs show
modest growth

However, the April data
showed that Eli Lilly’s weight-
loss drugs Mounjaro and
Yurpeak (Lilly-Cipla collabo-
ration brand) have recorded a
modest 6% growth in value
terms in April as compared to
the Marchsales.

“Broadly, the innovators in
both the semaglutide and
tirzepatide segments have
managed to retain their posi-
tion well despite the generic
onslaught.

“Steady growth of innova-
tors also indicates stickiness
of a class of doctors and
patients to originators,” said
Sheetal Sapale, vice president
(commercial) at Pharmarack.
The Pharmarack report said
that while semaglutide and
tirzepatide injections
(launched in 2025) propelled
the growth of the GLP-1 seg-
ment, generics have expanded
the market itself.

Thekeyaspects driving the
market growth include con-
cept acceptance, wider noise
levels, user friendliness of
injectables form.
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Bringing Kapitalism
Back to Kolkata

Beyond gov capex to change investment climate
Fewcitieshavehad their epitaphs written asemphatical-
ly as Kolkata. Yet, the city still ranks after Mumbai and
Delhi ineconomicoutput. Havingeycled througharange
of borrowed socialisms, West Bengal is finally ushering
in a capitalist ideology that had made it India’s preemi-
nenteconomichubacentury ago. The process, Chief Mi-
nister Adhikari, will have to beas deliberate and system-
aticas the preceding decades of collapse.

Reversing capital flow to Kolkata means going beyond
government capex to permanently change the city’s inv-
estmentclimate. Earlier efforts by the Left led to political
setbacks thatderailed the process. The incoming BJP gov-
ernment has the advantage of alarge mandate as well as
aclearvisionforstructural changes. Kolkata turned into

arust bucket not because its heavy in-
dustriesdied, but because they moved
elsewhere. Getting them back may not
make sense any more. But sunrise in-
dustries can be seeded to develop adv-
anced manufacturing capabilities.
@ StrainonIndia’srapidly growingur-
banclustersmakes Kolkataanobvious
choice for accelerated development. It is also critical to
balancingregional disparity. Bengal needs specific time-
lines on pulling up contribution of industry and logis-
tics to national averages. A roadmap must be presented
onturning it from a consumingregion toa producing re-
gion. Stopping the drain of capital will have a spillover
effect on growth of the remittance economy. Unnecessa-
ry migration is causing stress on resources in more pro-
ductive states. Aless combative federal structure canac-
complish the balance in economic growth. Given Ben-
gal's resource endowments, an economic turnaround is
key toIndia'sstrategic interests. Astherallyingcry goes:
JaiMa Kali, Kalkattewali!

Woke, Conservative,
Both Orthodoxies

We don't just live in polarised times, but at a time when being
polarised is considered part of one’s identity. Conservatism,
weare told, is the instinct to preserve tradition. Yet, the woke
have perfected a parallel instinct: to preserve orthodoxy, only
underdifferent parameters. The right-wingclutchesitsrosary
beadsof family,faith andflag. The woke clutch theirsof pronou-
ns, diversity and perpetual ‘anti-ism’. Both demand conformi-
ty. Both punishdeviation. Both find mantrasand slogansreas-
sur mg Both, in effect, are conservative.
ship. Theright-wi bans onmovies, fo-
od items, books, even ‘looks’ that offend its sensibilities, wheth-
eronvreligion, sexuality (underthe garbof ‘values’)orsheeraes-
thetics. The woke, with equal fervour, ban content that stumb-
lesonthelatestlinguisticor ‘acceptability’ tripwire. The mech-
anism is identical: ostracism and outrage
dressed inideological couture. ‘Cancel cul-
w4 ture’isthe ervativi ication
ritual that triestolook cool. Consider ‘safe
spaces’, The left-liberal insists on them as
r shelters fromoffensive ideas. The right in-
1 sists these to be sanctuaries from offensi-
- ve people. Both are fortresses against con-
tamination, both defining ‘decency’ intheir ownnon-negotiab-
le way. And when the woke declare certain words verboten,
they echo the right’s moral policing. One side’s insistence on
stickingtoan ‘amoral’ code isanotherside’sfervourformorali-
ty. Themilitant vegan and the combative anti-meat brigade are
two sides of the same burger: The vocabulary may be radically
different. But the instinct remains: control.
So, the terms ‘right-wing’ and ‘left-liberal’ are inc)

singly

facetious. They prop up the illusion of polarity while conceal-
ing the sameness of their conservatism. One guards the tem-
ple of tradition, the other guards the clubhouse of progres-
sivism. But both demand obedience to dogma. The irony is
that the woke, in their zeal to be radical, are really conservati-
ve cousins — the new orthodoxy exchanging withering looks
with theold.

What the Devil wears is passe —
fallen angel couture is hotas Hell

It’s the ‘Cast Out of
Prada-Dise’ Look

As US reboots psychedelics from counterculture to R&D, Indian pharma must take the lead

Open Do

e —

y oront Last month, Donald
Trumpsigned yetanotherex-
ecutiveorder: This one was to
accelerate researchand regu-
latory review for psychedelic
drugs aimed at serious mental illness,
particularly in relation to treatment-re-
sistant conditions. Response to the ED
has been widely seen as progressive. It
appears that the US, once the chief ar-
chitect of ‘war on drugs’, is now prepa-
ring to rehabilitate the very substances
it spent half acentury criminalising.
Inlndia, thiselicitsasense of déjavu.
Long before psilocybin entered clinical
trials at Johns Hopkins University, or
ketamine clinics appeared in Manhat-
tan, Rig Veda had already offered one of
civilisation's oldest surviving articula-

Use our knowledge, get ahead
modern interestin psychedelics islar-
gelyrooted in pharmacology, much of
the vocabulary surrounding the psy-
chedelicexperience—fromegodisso-
lution and non-duality, to the instabili-
ty of selfhood and unvei-

into the same moral category as hard
narcotics, The real rupture came thro-
ugh international diplomacy.

UN Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs in 1961, shaped hea\'lly by post-

lm(, resonates deeply with precise-
ly inheritance.

war ist logic and US drug
mlm influence, pushed toward aglo
Aritualin-

tions of sacred, altered
‘We have drunk soma and become im-
mortal; we have attained the light, the
gods discovered' (Rigveda 8.48.3).
There has been much academic de-
bate about what ‘soma’ ;I(:'Kllﬂllv was.

The word ‘psychedelic’ —mind-ma-
nifesting — was coined in 1956 by
Humphry Osmond, a British psychiat-
rist working in Canada. So, how did a
civilisationthatonceritualised altered

Ama-
nita muscaria, Syrian rue, cannabis
preparations, or perhaps some now-
lost ritual compound. But irrespective
of whether soma was pharmacologi-
cally psychedelic in the modern sense,

rati-
callyanxiousabout it? Theanswer lies,
as itsooften does, in paperwork.
‘TheBritish, contrary tomodernas-
sumptions, did not begin with blanket
pmhjbluou I.mhan Hemp Drug:

onlc'mt became a narcotic threat. In-
dia actively resisted. Gol insisted that
cannabis leaves should be exempted
from any provisions whatsoever; argu-
ing they were ‘far less harm-
ful than alcohol’ and used
‘widely by Indians. A subse-
quent compromise allowed a
long transition period. &
Butby 1985, under Narco- (F&iFd
tic Drugs and Psychotropic ¥

its function as &: alteration
of consciousness was unambiguous.
Soma wasnotentertainment but ritual
—nottobe treated as escape from reali-
ty butas access toadeeper one.
Modern psychedelic discourse of-
ten begins with chemistry Ancient In-
dian thought began with an explora-
tion of ontology. The modern West
tends to ask what a substance does to
the brain. Indian philosophical tradi-
tions, from Upanishads to Ve-
danta, Buddhism and Tant-
ra, often ask whether ordi-
nary waking conscious-
ness is itself a kind of
partial perception.
Indian epistemologi-
cal traditions are not in-
terested merely in altered
states, but in whether the self
we take for granted is itself
provisional. And though

of 1 { the
largest drug ingui es ever conduc-
ted. But it leaned strongly against to-
tal prohibition, finding moderate can-
nabis use far less socially destructive
than moral panic suggested. Regula-
tion, taxation and control were prefer-
red to criminal hysteria.

Act, India mo-
ved decisively into the prohi- ¥
bitionist 1cg:\l framework. Ol-

der distinctions did m)! d)sappcal
entirely For instance, bl

chic structures, restore neuroplastici-
ty and interrupt the suffering produ-
ced by an over-fortified sense of self.
At this pivotal moment in the West's
relationship with psychedelics, India
needs to ask whether it wishes tobea
mere consumer of, or a global leader
shaping, that future. This is not an ar-
gument for drug tourism or spiritual
kitsch. If India is to avoid importing
the very cognitive frameworks it once
helped articulate, then it must reclaim
leadershipin thisfield. Threestrategic
e ey o

THE SPEAKING TREE

Kinship With
Nature

RAM KRISHNA SINHA:

Inanage when our interaction
withnature has been largely tran-
sactional, it is instructive tostu-
dy Tagore's com-

© National Institute for Study of
Consciousness Establish a serious
mu!udjsclphnarv centre dedicated to
rigorous ing into altered states,
drawing on classical Indian ontologi-
cal frameworks, from Vedanta to Bud-
dhist phenomenology, while integrat-
ing them with contemporary neuro-
science, cognitive psychology, psychia-
try and Al-driven models of cognition.
@ Activesovereignrole in therape-
utic development India’s premier
medical and psychiatric institutions
mustbemobilised tolead clinical trials
and develop indigenous psychedelic-
assisted therapies.
oPmL,n'ﬁsl\e.rulrlu all;
gal framework India must move be-
yond borrowed prohibitionist panic
embedded in the 1985 NDPS regime. It

Indian epistemological
traditions are not
interested merely in
altered states, but in
whether the self we
take for granted is
itself provisional

fluent le-

munion withnature.

‘Tagore, through his soulful and
emotive poetry, would share his in-
timate feelings with inhabitants
innature, animate or inanimate,
beitrain, winds, clouds, flowers,
birds, plants, forests, rivers, stars
intheskies. Hefelt in tune with
its varied forms and rhythms.

Tagore believed that nature re-
veals tous the innerunity of the
world. Itenables us todissolve
ournarrow self-focus, opening
the path todeveloping as a uni-
versal man. Hespoke of adeep
spiritual presence in nature’s
balance and harmony amid div-
ersemoods of seasons.

Heshifted thefocus, in Santini-
ketan, from teaching ‘content’ to
creating ‘conditions’ that help in-
tensify 1d's connection with
nature. ‘This religion of spiritu-
alharmony isnota theological
doctrine to be taught,” he said, ‘it
canonly be made possible by mak-
ing provision for students to live
in infinite touch with nature, dai-
h (ogm\v inan 1unosphm*cnf

eser
medncal safety 'md ethical Tigous; m

tend.mg trees, feeding b\rds and
animals, lear theim-

pies an established legal and cultural
position. But, somehow, the bmﬂdel
perception changed. Psy

men*ly s('hedu]ed mmotl(‘s hm po(en
tially legitimate tools for psychiatric

of thesoil and
Insuchanatmos-
would learnto

Evenafier cannabis
retained cultural legitimacy. Bhang
remained ordinary. Ganja and charas
existed within social and ritual
life, and had not yet collapsed

Under controlled
conditions,
entheogenic substances
_ may help loosen rigid
< psychic structures,
restore neuroplasticity
and interrupt suffering
produced by an
over-fortified sense of self

nar
tic vocabulary.

Now, the US, having helped lead pro-
hibition, is pmparing to lead medical

India produced one of the earliest,
and most sophisticated, philosophical
frameworks for thinking about cons-
ciousness nsnlf_ It'salso home to a glo-
bally-

understand that humanity isa
divine harp of many strings, wait-
ingfor its one grand music.

To celebrate mtu.n' withall its

re mo-
ving from Lnunten ulture to therapeu-
tic infrastructus linical trials, psy-
chiatric protocols, trauma treatment,
veteran care, end-oflife medicine, [P
battles and the slow construction of a
major wellness ecosystem.

This rehabilitation is underwritten
by the exciting premise that under
controlled conditions, entheogenic
substances may help loosen rigid psy-

pharma

nm, mfmmuumv that exports drug;
across the world. If the next frontier is
not merely curing the body but rethin-
king experiential dimensions of the
mind, then Indiashould notarrivelate
toits own inheritance.

eral festivals in Sdnumketdn and
composed songs especially for
them. Yet, during hislifetime, Ta-
gore was pained tosense the adv-
ersarial relationship brewing bet-
ween humansand nature. His wor
dsof

The writer is chair, advisory board,
Green College, Unive
British Columbia, Canada

day: Before long, the sky over the
human world, the Eastand West,
will be smudged with factory sm-
okeand the green of theliving

Don’t Put InvITs, REITsonthe MAT

Amitabh Kant
I

» Single-layer tax framework Di-
videndsfrom SPVsoutside the new

outside the new regime to preserve

and weaken investor participation. The
1\<\le is not the direction of mmrm but

corporate taxr
both trustand unit holder levels, Whl
le interest, rental income and capital
gains are taxed ina defined manner:
Thi it h flow

dividend c\empuon. acuunu]ateﬂ
MAT

M AT liabilities may dnse duetotim-

ingdifferences inherent in capital-

intensivesectors.
Tt bi

is not taxed multiple times as it moves

introduces un-
certainty indistributable cash flows.

ndia
chi omu'elha(:uppons scale, |n~elhcl
ability and long-term participation.
Policy certainty iscentral to this. It
lowers the costof capital and enables
deeper markets. Two design choices

belicked grey by the
demon of the utilitarian spirit.”

Forlce- -Creaming
Out Loud

Anewly elected CM gives his
first speech. ‘My government
will be different. We'll listen

i\

through thestructure. This must beavoided. REITsand InvITs  can address the issue. tothe people!”
Earlier inefficiencies, including divi- arenow integraltoIndia's infrafinan- @ Allow business trust SPVs tore- Semeone in the crowd shouts,
Infrastructure creation iscentraltoln-  dend distribution taxat the SPV level, Businesstrt CC i new corporate ta ‘Lower taxes!”
dja‘s economic policy This,evenasglo-  wereremovedtol meru\e returnsand  forclose to @0 lakh crof reg] i The CMnods andrep-
lows re ation and dtoex-  carry: fon\ ard and utiliseaccumulat- Ties, ‘We'll listen, but not obey"
sele('uve India must mnb).lxae lnug supports pxedlclah]ecash flows.and pandover the next few years. They e MAT credits. This preserves exist- nothersh-
termcapital at sc long- attract long-horizon capital from ingentitlements and avoids disrup- outs, ‘Better
andglobal, ﬂlmugh efficientfinancial termcapital. pension funds, insurance companies,  tion toyields. healtheare!
structures. Budgm 2026restructured treatment  MFsand sovereign investors. They @ If transition to the new regime is The CM
India’s listed business trusts have Iternate tax (MAT) cm by central required, retain the single-layer tax- smiles, We'll
emerged as a credible bridge dns Itlink isation of and staf i entities. ation principle by ensuring that divi- § listen,but
long-durationsavingsand income-ge-  ted MAT credit toa transition to the Theobjectivetoexpand REIT forma-  dend income remains exempt in the formafew
uamum, assets. ‘They have also prm i+ new corporatetax regime, caps an- tion by PSUs depends onmaintaining  hands of unit holders. Thisaligns AN committees
fective route for- nual utili d di i stability of the underlyi with the broader ta while befor(’deci
onof operational infra. India has 5 { f MATcredit  Any change thataffects yield predict- ini it these
listed REITs and more than 24 listed beynnd April. For mcm ability will i sethecostof capital ~instruments, sz\lly a kld vc].Ls Rne
InvITSs with ketcap-  thisisa ForSPVs India has takena decade to build ice-cream!’

italisation of around #lakh cx: This
growth has been built on clear design
principles.

» Distribution discipline Regulati-
onsrequire90% of freecash flows be
distributed from SPVstothe trust, and
from trust to unit holders. This me 3

within REITand anlT structures, it
createsastructural constraint.

If SPVs move to the new corporate tax
regime to utiliseaccumulated MAT
credit, dividends distributed by these
SPVs become taxable in the hands of
unit holders under the framework.

esvisibilityof i
vestorsto treat these instruments: zls
yield products.

T yie
sitioningof these instrumentsassta-
ble P f

SF

REITsand InvITs, Thenext phase will

The chief rmmstel pauses

the asset pipeline,
increasing domestic participation and
using these st ucturestorecy le capi-

orinterestand policy intent. Execu-
tion will depend on maintaininga
stableand predictable framework.

Thewriter s former CEO, NITI Aayog

Not Just

SexonU

[trasound’s Mind

‘Now. thatsapnhrylcancam
paign on next time!"

Guided Tour in Assembly
Newly elected MLAs are gi-
vena tourof the legislature
building. The guidesays, ‘This
isthe chamber where laws
aredebated.”

OneMLA asks, And where.
arethey decided?”

Theguidereplies, ‘Oh, that's
inthe cafeteria, over coffee
and samosas.”

Another MLA asks, And wh-

ereare Llwy actually written?

115 haslimited accesstothis  ther: Thi: enforcement  the them
technology not Justin antenatalcare ¢l reates perverse ives, Ethical ion to two priorities:
butacr Regulatory uncertain of local stand- ation

complexity under the Act is one factor
slowingthe spread of USG facilities.
Internat: lomll\ the fightagainst sex

ardsand fearful of disproportionate
consequences, arg _dmcn'ed from set-

°

registeringand operating USG facili-

ties, pamcmaﬂ:, portable and hand-
initscurrentformisa

tingup USG:

ini
dc(uTvntlnlmvir ate medical prac-

L68%

tice. Obtainingalicence can take over
ayear: Doy umemauun e EE[ul.l ‘ements
areextensi
of minor cleri
portionate.

streamlining approvals and disting-

stantive violations would make com-
phamc farmore: achievable for prac-

and prob-

ingood faith.
@ Uniformity The Act i

g hispers, By inter-
ns who thought they: sugned
upforasummer job. Thisisa
political place. Law-making
comesmuchdown theline”

[ Chat Room ||

As Strongas the
Weakest Link

‘A House for Mr Viswas' by Anil
Padmanabhan (May ) identifies
at anyone whohas

ferently across states. This inconsist-
ency liesat the heart of the problem.

dealt with Indian financial insti-
tutions will recognise immedia-

Thehu-

unclear and variable, practitioners
cannot know with confidence what
compliance requires.

‘The solution isa set of national guide-

selection h: through
TheDewLmaysh]lweaeradabuLh’anklxﬂlat’s ymterday 's € K Mishra cducationandeconomic empower: law uﬂen find w’\ys’uwund itregar dv
i ment. South K¢ d female that
inferno. Therealbu X g and redu- mvolved procedural, rather than sub-
stagedacelestial couturecoup. Forgetsleekblack In1994,Indiafacedacrisis. Cheap cedfamilies’ dependenceonsonsfor  stantive, violations, Cases involving
iblestilettos, Th dradicalfash- had madesex t.Itssexratiofellfrom  sealed riminal pro-
ion that makes Anne and Meryl Streep look like determination easy, femalefoeticide  116inthe19%0st0104.7by 2022, within  secution over minor clerical errors
wasrampant andsexratioswerewor-  thenaturalrange, anditsbanonsex  reflectfailuresof i
missionaries of ho‘h“m daﬂty Thastrut about town now sening. Pre-Conceptionand Pre-Natal  determination was lifted in2024. In rather than legislative intent. Clearer
iswearing iniri graffiti halos Diagnostic T “PNDT) India i improvements and more uniformly applied proce-
Tepur head; androbesstitched Actwasaseriousresponse toaseri- cameonlyafter2011, driven hy attitu-  dures
3 o, " ous problem. Thirty yearson, howev-  de<ch; S s ‘Beti discretionar

tucki 1. Flaunti o ;i?:{llﬂ You resﬁzl} enIndia’s sexratioatbirthhasbarely  Bachao, Beti Padhao’, .rathel than lems that canaccompany it.

stuckinasequel. ' s 2 1 3 it 0 improved, from109.2intheearly1990s  PC-PNDT enforcementalone. Nuuther country has madeaccess to
at. 10108.1 by 2020, The law's impact on The problem is not the law itself. The 1\ i

ised with imagined t-garde hand- ias been modest, evenas pmblym lies inimplementation. What - man cost is visible. India’s maternal

bags, i ironie chok ) concernshave, ¥ its counts as ureinone  mortality 80 per100,000
BS _a BN T o 5 > effects on broader Juri y inano- livebirths, nearly 20 South Korea's

it B Y K] L 1y (USG)is cheap, m(h figureof 4. Fewer than 60% of Indian

1 Is, instead, h tion-fi d portable. i

ture, Theirlooksays, ‘We'vebeencastout, butaren’t wefabu~
lous?' dhesitant, but thereal gl

es of social medla and meta-galas are already ablaze wit.h
tutorialson how to contour your cheekbones with ash from
burntbridges. Intheend, Hell'shottest runway proves that
truerebellion isn’t about Pradaand itsilk, butabout being
castoutof Prada-dise and turning damnation into a fash-
ion Irony, be certain, never of style,

extend far beyond obstetrics. Emer-
gency physicians use it todetect inter-
nal bleeding. Cardiologists rely on it
toassess heart function. Orthopaedic
and trauma care depend on bedside
USG for rapid diagnosis of injuries.
Studies show it can reduce hospital
stays by up to4 days. Inmuch of the
developed world, USG machines are
operated by technicians rmclnulscs

India, with roughly per

care. Beyond maternal health, compli-

Iy
what constitutes aserious offence and

ds costlier and less-appropri;
ternatives, with patients payingfor

X-raysand CT scans when an: afford-
able USG would }

minorlapse,

applied uniformly across the country.
PC-PNDT Act was bornof genuine

concern that remains valid. But us

tely 's default posi-
tion issuspicion, not trust. The
KYCburden isasymptomof
that deeper problem. Aadhaar
and e:KYC have reduced friction
considerably but, as the writer
notes, digital verification alone
cannot fixa low-trust economy.
What's needed is a regulatory
philosophy thatactively differ-
entiates between compliantand

InruralIndia, where MRIand CTare
neither financially nor operationally
viable, USG is the only realistic path to

form, The task at hand isnot to rhs
mantle the law’s purpose but to imp-
rove how it is implemented.

scale.
The Acthas foreclosed that path. It has

actors, reward-
ing responsible behaviour with
tangible benefits rather than treat-
ingeveryoneasanequal risk.
M Barathi

The writer is former . Gol
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The agony and agency of eunuchs

from pre-Islamic powers in West Asia
and Persia. So much so, that in a few
centuries, it was perfectly normal to
encounter this class of servants even in
Hindusstates. In 1646, for instance, Tiru-
mala Nayaka of Madurai, was seen
attended lo by eunmh guards. In1829,

stabbed to death in his own bedroom.

Ali Adil Shah was an interesting type
of chap. Heate not less than 12 eggs per
day for his health; he liked to read, trav-
elling even to battlefields with books;
had interests in philosophy and the
oceult; and also styled himselfa Sufi.
Evidently, his sex life was quite adven-
turous too. The Mughals—foes to Bi
pur—complained, for instance, of how
the sultan was “staining the skirt of his
chastity”, rolling about in the “dustbin
of carnality”. It could just be enemy
propaganda, but the story goes that one
day Aliasked an uncommonly hand-
some eunuch to “lie with him". The lat-
terwent close, only to spring a surprise.
Pulling out a knife, he “plunged
lit]...into [Ali’s] hypochondria with such
force as to putastop toall sensual
desire”. The famous warrior-prince of
pur met his end, thus, at the hands
ofakhassi (castrated man).

Formuch of the last 1,000 years,
eunuchs have been an important com-
ponentof India's political system under
assorted rulers. Though certain San-
skrit terms have been translated as
“eunuch” in lieu of a third gender,
“there isno evidence”, writes Wendy
Doniger, “that there were eunuchs in
India before the Arabinvasions”. Mus-
lim court culture, however, created an
important space in the form of the
eunuchate, an institution inherited

I n1580, the sultan of Bijapur was

thed fadeceased Ramnad
L'umud:u in Tamil Nadu mduded
s, maids,

guards, a Brahmin eunuch. Amntury
before too, a eunuch wasamong Ram-
nad's officials courted by the Dutch.

The origins of the eunuchs were
dx\ elsc Iul:Sawc hzn«c Tlpufaulun ask-

purclnm‘ and brmg ba
“Abyssinian race”. Persians
Asians were also popular, while within
India, boys were supplied from all over—
Kerala, Odisha, Maharashtra and partic-
ularly Bengal. Sometimes children were
sold by their families: in other cases,
they were abducted and castrated.
Emperor Jahangir even noted how in
Sylhet sons were given as tax payments;
“everyyear”, he noted, “many children
are ruined” this way. The emperor, like
othersafter him, tried to outlaw the
trade. But given how even the imperial
house was highly dependent on
eunuchs, little came of it. Jahangir him-
selfaccepted eunuchs among the gifts
hereceived from subordinates. Once it
was 68 elephants, four horses, and 50
eunuchs. Onanother occasion it was two
“fine boats™ and “several eunuchs”.
Royal dependence on these men had
many reasons, despite religious stric-
turesagainst castration. For one,
eunuchs were ideal guards for harems
and their female residents—they were
male and for this reason, sturdy wa
men. Yet there was no risk of any illicit
interaction with royal women. At least,
thiswas the theory; Thomas Roe, the

Emperor Jahangir was once gifted 50 eunuchs.

GETTY IMAGES,

elry, grief and
care in Koovagam

A new photobook
documenting the
ancient festival in
Tamil Nadu exposes
the gap between law
and social reality

somak ghoshal@partner.livemint.com

n 2018, photographerand docu-

mentary filmmaker Shino Che-

rian decided, on an impul.

attend the Koovagam festi

Tamil Nadu, which spans 18 days
of the month of Chithirai (April-May) in
the Tamil calendar.

At 28, he hadn’t done anything close
to as daring as venturing into a com-
pletely unknown terrain, inhabited by
people who were nothing like him. How-
ever, along with his friend and fellow
photographer Ram Manu Prasad, Che-
rianwent on to document the events of
the crucial two days that mark the end of
the festival. The result, after eight years
and multiple failed attempts at bringing
the work to a wider audience, is the
recent book, Souls of Someone: Myth,
Magic and Mourning in Koovagam.

For two-and-a-half weeks each year,
transgender women fromall oversouth
India, as well as other parts of the coun-
try, travel to the village of Koovagam to
celebrate an ancient festival that takes
place at the Koothandavar temple. The
community worships at the altar of the
deity, wi hols known by many names, but
Aravan, son of Arjunain
the Mahabharata.

Legend has it that to win the Kuruk-
shetra War, the Pandavas were required
tosacrifice one of their finest men. Since
Krishna and Arjuna were indispensable
to the battle, it fell to young Aravan,
Arjun’sson witha Naga princess, to offer
himself up for the cause. He agreed, but
on the condition that Krishna would
grant him three boons, one of which was
not to die a virgin. Since no woman was
willing to marry Aravan for one night and
become a widow the morning after,
Krishna assumed his female form,
Mohini, and became Aravan’s wife, then
subsequently widow.

Following this lore, to this day, trans
women enact the sequence of events that
describe Aravan’s tragically short life.
Afterover two weeks of song, dance, ritu-
als and worship, the women get “mar-
ried” to Lord Aravan on the penultimate

The aravanis' mourning as widows of Lord Aravan; and (right) c at

day of the Koovagam festival, \\luchle.xd.s

festival.

attended by throngs of reporters and

into a night-long revelry i S
with local men ﬁ om the village hcforc
dawn breaks, leaving the aravanis—the
brides of Aravan—widowed after a few
hours of marital bliss.

Thenewly bereft women then wail and
keenoverthelossoftheir husband, break
theirbangles, tear the thalis that were tied
around their necks just the evening
before, and shed their colourful saris for
the white attire of the widow. The
“Amsterdam of Tamil Nadu™ then returns
toheingasleepy hamlet foranother year,
until it wakes up again in April-May.

Cherian, along with his friends Prasad
and Praveen Kumar Raja (whose photos
also feature in the book), is among the
many chroniclers of this unique phe-
nomenon. Over the years, Koovag: as

tourist gawk at the events, turning
the camera intoa tool for “othering”.

As Cherian writes in the book, scores
of “cameras are at the ready... about to
package the women’s griefl for mass con-
sumption” on the final day of the festival.
The early morning rain, which pelts
down unfailingly each year, adds to the
intensity of the loss. “It is like the gods
pour theirhearts out in grief,” he says on
the phone.

What makes Cherian’s work stand out,
though, is the humility with which he
approaches his subject. “I come from an
engineering background, so I took time to
understand where I stand in the world of
photography,” hesays. Currently based in
Kochi, the 34-year-old started out as a

been turned into a media spectacle,

“street “, very muchin the
mould of Steve McCurry, whose docu-

uneasines:

indiclly

17th century English envoy tothe
Mughals, for example, recorded a harem
lady discovered “in some action with an
eunuch”. The woman was buried to the
armpits and left to wilt in the heat. Her
associate meanwhile was trampled to
death by an elephant. Another logic was
fidelity: as with slaves, it was assumed
that eunuchs, devoid of family loyalties,
would make for devoted servants, In the
I4th century, Alauddin Khilj
trusted military hand, thus
Kafur. It was this Hindu-origin eunuch
warrior who conquered most of the Dec-
can for his master in Delhi.

Despite the stigma attached to them
(alongwith potshots about the smell of
leaking urine that apparently trailed
their persons), eunuchs could rise to
positions of great pm\ er. In18th c emur}

todo—orchestrated his murder. Some
decades later, as Bahmani power crum-
bled, aeunuch lord, Dastur Dinar, felt
confident enough toaspire to sover-
eignty. While he failed, his hopes were
not misplaced. Afterall, only a century
before, in Jaunpur in upper India, a
eunuch had successtully foundeda
dynasty (his heir was an adopted son. in
case you're wondering). In Bengal too in
the 15th century, a eunuch killed a sultan
and briefly seized power. But for most
part, eunuchs wielded power from
behind the scenes. At least two sultans of
Ahmednagar, thus, were under the
influence of Fahim Khan—a eunuch also
known for fighting the Portuguese.
Attheend of the day, though, life for
these men was still one of general con-
tempt. Castration asan act was horrifi-

Awadh, i

cally ising; the Mughals, in fact.
leployed it asa puni Most

with the world through
eunuchs. These men movedaround on
elephants, flaunted their wealth
throughacts of charity, and were flat-
tered asicons of masc u.llmtv Another
Awadhi eunuch Almas Khan in the
1780s controlled a quarter of the total
revenues of the state as tax farmer. He

i anew town—Miy j
and was described by a British commen-
tator as “the greatest and best man of any
note” intheregion. Later when Awadh's
nawab wished to appoint him minister,
the British opposed the idea. They pre-
ferred someone weaker and more ame-
nable to lllelru)nlrnl lh(’ stdlely old
eunuch with hi

eunuchs were mutilated without con-
sent. Estimates vary, with some saying
oneinthree boys survived the proce-
(lure others that the figure was one in
ten. Even those who made it out alive
faced lifelong difficult rouble uri-
nating, hormonal and physical abnor-
malities, and so on. That some of them
rose to high status does not mitigate the
cruelty of their formative years. And for
the few hundreds who made it to the
histor ecord—with names, titles,
and political offices—there are thou-
sands who lived and died on the mar-
gins. One can sympathise, then, with
that 1eunuch whose forbear-

disposition” w: nulmal person.
Interestingly, overpowerful eunuchs
could sometimes become an affront to
rulers. In the late 1430s, the Bahmani
sultan of the Deccan handed over his
ministership toa eunuch. The latter’s
“insolent behaviour”, however, annoyed
the crown prince who—as princestend

Souls of Someone:
By Shino Cherian,
HarperCollins India,
192 pages, 3799,

mentary styleisinvested in capturing the
ongoing moment.

As he moved on to making portraits,
Cherian had to recalibrate hiseye from the
serendipity of “activity-oriented photog-
raphy” and trainittolookinward. “Ifelt1
was documenting something beyond
what we can see,” he says, describing his
state of mind while at the Koovagam festi-

ance broke as he stabbed Ali Adil Shah
i 0. That pressed unwillingly into a
sultan’s bed, he chose to leave himina
pool of blood instead.

ManuS. Pillai is a historian and
author, most recently, of Gods, Guns and
Missionaries.

belongs to others,
“Doldeservetodocument these live
heasks himselfin his visual diary, feeling
likehei: ingon private
He approaches the trans women as a
younger brother (thambi) would do an
elder sister (akka), shares his own story
with them and asks about their lives,
instead of simply acting trigger-happy
with hiscamera.
Ironically, the photographer may think
ofhimselfasbeinga free agent—an archi-
vistin control of his subject—but, as Banu
pointsout, the dynamics of power get sub-
tly inverted without their knowledge at
Koovagam. “My community of sisters,
mothersand daughtersdemanded that he
see them,” she writes, handing back con-
trol to the trans women, who allow the
“other” to enter their exclusive space
every yearand partake ofalife-changing
experience. Cherian, too, confirms this
fact. As one trans woman put it to him
when he went back thisyear, “This festival
is like a family reunion for me, I belong
here. Itisyouwhoare the outsider here.”
Reading Souls of Someone,
the context of the recently passed Trans-
gender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026, feelslike a ringing
e\'ldemeol lhe madequacles thatplague

val for the first time. Hi withan
unknown way of life, with its own set of
rules and conventions, forced him to

Enter-
ing Koovagam through the book is like
stepping mslde arealm where the medico-

rethink hisown subjecti A
deractivist Grace Banu writesin heri intro-
duction tothe book, Cl

agam holding his camera “as a shield
against the unknown.” By the end of his
time there, the camera is “no longer a
shield, but [had become] a witness.”

Unlike the typical urban pk

legalt; fthestate fall apart, leav-
ingtl ulnerableto the bizarre
reality ofa pnmeval collective experience.
“The current law isinhuman,” Cherian
says, “it expects these women to present
themselves to medical boardsand be vet-
ted forwho they am When he returned
toKc th, one ara-

cnutlcd in their habit of parachuimg
th into “exotic” si Che-

vaniwi wmedhun hc says. “'Ifthe statecan

rian grapples with doubts and dil

st identity today, what's stop-
pmgn from asking you toprove

even as he makes his way to the festival
grounds. He confronts his uneasiness can-
didly. He writesabout an encounter with
atrans woman ona train in 2016 that left
himunsettled dlld l'(unful nf the commu-

that youare male?' she said.”

Intheend, 1[15 the common humaml)
ofthe yand thi
momentas they come togetherto enact ll
thatturnoutto be the great leveller.“We

nity. Evenasl he
cannot get over the ledmp; that he s an
interloper, who is violating a space that

donot gri d grief,” as Banu writes.
“Rather, we grieve because it shows our
capacity to care.”
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nitially, Navin Israni, 36, didn't treat his back pain as

muchas he furnished around it. A back-support cushion

for hiswork chair, thena medu‘me ball he med \nmng on
h

N\

THE PAINI

Online pharmacies, quick-fix products and explainer videos have transformed the wa

uﬂ/enus Me(h( ine| Research Centre in Panchkula Haryana, says,

heir late 20s and 30s with persist-
ent neck, knee, back and shoulder pain lhat earlier generations
did not experience until much later in life.” Heattributes the con-
vergcnc(‘ to a familiar set of pr(-ssuresﬁsedenlan’ work, pro-

and returned for being too larg

‘Thecushion on hissofamoved up toact asback support,
thenasheet of plywood affixed to provide a firm seat. At doctors
clinics, he avoided soft couches in waiting rooms whenever he
could. The content marketer first felt thissharp ache across his
backin late September 2024, It quickly began to shape hisdays.
He works from home, but reached a point where he could no
longersit comfortably at his desk, walk along the inclined road
outside his Pune residence or play tennis, a sport he had loved
since childhood. Pain had affected every aspect of his life.

“Lhoped fora day free of pain,” he says.

During this period, Israni’s close friend with a much worse
back-and-neck condition underwent surgery. Looking back, he
suspects watching that friend’s recovery pushed him “to do
something about my pain instead of living with it". An MRI
revealed loss of lumbar lordosis (the lower back’s natural inward
curve), along with multiple low-grade disc damages. For the first
inurmonths the medmahy:‘mm fms(mtcd lum further. His first
or his first phys-
iotherapist handed him standard exercises that only made the
painworse, he says. Asecond physiotherapist, found via Google
Reviews a year later, gave him more basic exercises he could
graduate from slowly. Eventually, these exercises, along with
supplements— zine, calcium, vitamin D—started to reduce the
flare-ups.

leep, y diets,
chroniclow- w‘ade stress. Thls lm |)eluve>. hAaled tu a self medl—
cation culture that

matory drugs) like Advil, Ihuproteu, Aspirin, their defau]t first
response.

Thistendency to self ~diagnose painisn'tnew. lt comes frum
aculture that astoo minor to merit seri
leaving many peuple reluctant to see doctors orwary that their
concerns will simply be dismissed as “it’s just pain.” What has
changed is the speed and ease of access.

One-pharmacy platforms, aquicksearch foramuscle relaxant—
oftendiscovered through word-of-mouth—can instantly throw up
multiplealternatives, including cheaper versions withthesame

In ises, pain relief hast f easier,
and more economical toaccess than medical careitself.

However, “the long-term implications of this self-diagnosis
culture for gastric, renal and hepatic health, while well-docu-

mented. are rarely discussed at the consumer level,” adds
o
0

Chaudhary.

fi fthese relief-seeks ing past quick
fixes. ‘Unulafew;eandgn yousaw that patientswho .
wanted ij foracute pmuh.xd learnt
ith chronic pain. Now, thank | media*
awareness, many are s'l.m]ng to look for the root
cause of lhelrewry I\lﬁhﬂl Chadha,

Israni also came across vi xdeus b) American

aMumbai-based 1

rad
ling. Both hdped him

F: pain
{psyct ic,or i : th lundl.hal; T-
sistseven after tissue has healed | he brain’s painssi
ins heigh 1. “The damage wasreal, hes.am“uu(knu\v
ingth ingit worse,and that ithout

surgery could lower it or even take itaway, calmed me down.”
Thisisincreasingly soundinglike the new urban Indian phe-

nomenon. Doctorsunpacking pain in viral videos, a productivity

and fitness culture that leaves little room for

niggling discomfort to fester, and reliefloften

Justaclickaway rather thanatrip to the chem- ‘ i

ist oraphysiotherapist. Together, these forces
hav h urban Indiaseek

relief,

ingof painand our reldlmnshlp withit.
Inaculture longshaped by the twin scripts

of “mard ko dard nahin hota” (men don’t feel

ance—where period pain, labour and other

unnamed aches are absorbed without whis- come

per—this shifi feels significant. are force
action after being
taken to the

algesics market was worth
approximately 16,757 crore as of March,
according to data shared by Pharmarack, a
B2B pharma commerce and insights com- S
pany. It hasgrown at a steady 9% CAGR over

O get period pain
pain) and the woman as the site of endur- relief now

tised lifestyle medicine for close to 15 rears.
“Today, 70-75% patients come with painasthe ~ «
major issue they want dealt with, and in two- -
l}urdsnfdle;e(.ases youcan findand treat the . b
root caus

Asignificant cause of these pains, he finds, is
psychosomatic—real, physical pain whose
source or amplifier is emotional stress rather
than structural . These
include stress-related neck pain,
shoulder pain, and pains related to
the gut. The International Associa- -
tion for the Study of Pain formally
updated the definition of painin .~ = 2
2020 toacknowledge this dual-
ity. Pain, it now reads, is “an
unpleasantsensoryandemo-  , @,
tional experience associated =
withorresemblingthatassoci- ~ *
ated with actual or potential
tissue damage.”

In his practice, Dr Chadha .
notes that more women thanmen

about their pain, being more receptive to

the last five years, and is expected to maintain DURU SHAH understandinghow todeal withit,” hesays. “It's
agrowthrate of 5-6% over the next two-three GYNAECOLOGIST usually the women accompanying men who
years. And this is only through the offline tell me about the male patient’s pain points.”

pharmacy channel. It does not account for ” The changeisvisible outside his clinic, too.
online sales, physiotherapy, chiropracticand Period cramp playlists populate music-

acupressure treatments, pain-relief patches,
muscle-relaxingsprays, roll-ons, ointments,

devices, infrared belts, hot and cold packs. ergonomic supports
1

streaming platforms. Many young urban
Indian women seem far more comfortable
frdmmglheu‘penod pam through phrases like “cycle-syncing™

bought online, or the of money people spend on
healing yoga retreats, pilates and Ayurveda subscriptions.
The same Pharmarack dataalso showsasteady decline in off-
linesales of over-the-counter (OTC) analgesics such as Dolo, Cal-
pol, Combiflam acrossa five-year stretch. Dolo, the household
painkiller of the covid years, has shrunk from 3549 crorein March
2022 to 3377 crore in March 2026, a roughly 9% compound
annual decline, “While a section of these drugs is prescription
driven, they now have asignificant share of OTC purchase which
may not be prescription-led and happening through modern

trade channels, so peopl imply buying: ickcom-
merceand e-pk Sh | Sapale, vice-presi-
dent, c ial, at Phar K inis possible reason

fordip in offline sales.

and “luteal-pk in” on social media. Some openly talk about
sending care packages on the first day of someone’s cycl

Mumbai-based Jiahjeet Kaur, 25, represents this transition. As
a teenager preparing for her class X board exams in 2017, she
developed period cramps so severe she could not turn over in
bed; her family physician once flagged the possibility uflmspitali-
:zmnn lhal phase wasstressful and my| I|Fesl\ ]e wasn'tgreat,”

alotof process nd ing fre-
quently me online food delivery plauorms. That's w! hen the
pain began and progressively worsened.”

Her solution at the time was the script most people are
handed—popa painkillerand wait. “Over time my body became
soused to them that they stopped working. Iwastold to increase
the: dnsagt- When that didn’t help either, at 19, her gynaecologist

Painreliefis nowa full-fledged category on quick

birth control to stem the pain.

platforms, sorted by body area (knee, neck, back, abdomen,
head), by form (tablet, gel, spray, roll-on, patch, belt), by intent
(period pain, gymrecovery, migraine, arthritis) and even dosage.

Youcank recting device delivered to your door
inunder10 minutes, packed ide your i theday.
QUICK COMMERCE

Thisshift b i brandsin the cate-

gory. An FMCG marl\mer whosc cumpdn\' pain-relief

pa\( 18months, ;\lmnsl enm‘elv duu toquick commerce.
builtaportfoli designed fortoda;
sumerﬂmall u\ough m r tinto a wurk bag, easy toapp!
whichwestill make
forolderusers,” he says, requesting anonymity.

‘The deeper advantage lies in what these platforms know about
lh(-ir rusers, headds.“Onceaquarter, we build cohorts based on

¥
furlnmxshke headdche or‘migraine’. A few week wesur-

“Someﬂung in me resisted taking it because I didn’t under-
stand theroot cause,” says Kaur, who felt it would just give tempo-
rary relief. She chanced upon the documentary Heal by Kelly
Gores, whose central claim was that chronic pain isnot normal.
Ithelped hersee painas information. “When people shlﬁ fmm

seeing painasan it toseeing it
fromthe body, Ilmls\vhmrealdungehegms Kaur consulted
mcdual:md healtt iali d builtalifestyle that included

synced eased off
before her period, journaling. On her
20th birthday during the covid lockdown, she marked the day
with an online yoga session.

“Irealised Ihad no pain for the first time in my life,” she says.
“Iteared up... I couldn't believe I was moving and completely
pain-free.” With a degree in nutrition and dieteticsand a yoga
certification, Kaur today runs a Mumbai-based practice, work-
ingwith clients dealing with painful periods, PCOS and related
conditions. Kaur's arc would have been nearly unthinkable a

ydiet, cycle-

face our roll-ons while they're ordering groceries, even if they
weren't looking for pain relief at the time.” Nearly half end up
adding the product to their cart. “Pain reliefis a low-ticket, high-

frequency category. You'reserving both the scdvntarv consumer

ago.

Duru Shah, a gynaecologist who has practised for 45 yearsin
Mumbai's Breach Candy and Jaslok hospitals, remembersa cul-
ture in which period pain was something a woman was
expected to carry quietly. “Earlier when women complained of

dealing with inactivity-related painand the active ong
muscle recovery pain.”

What's driving the growth is who is now living with pain. Sar-
ansh Chaudhary, founder of the wellness brand RESET and CEO

period pain—d rhea—they'd tell their mothers, who
would tell them it will goaway after you get married and have
kids.”

DrShahr I h the now-k fperiod

X

come to him with pain issues now. “I <
ncy ward thinkit is asign of women opening up more
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y we seek relief, while reshaping our understanding of pain and our relationship with it

ILLUSTRATION BY TARUN KUMAR SAHU/MINT

that earlier told, forgetoffer-
ingaworkaround for. Thexe mdude ovulation-led cramps that
can be tre.ned with oral contraception; fibroids that may be
shrunk medicinally orsurgically; iosisand four other
conditions, traceable, in hes rtelling, through “one ultrasound and
amonth’sobservation™.

Today, DrSh.nh seesat least one woman aday who comessim-
ply for pain. “Career women are the ones desperate to get period
pain Nhe!mm Overtime, painkil enough,
early on, othersare forced Lo take action after being taken to the
emergency ward inthe middle of the night. Those are the patients
who possibly require surgical intervention.”

The Indian medical system has also be; BUILO ACCESSW hdl was

Thisshift has ()pmed upnon- mva.sx\ eapproachessuchas elec-
trical and magnetict reducing reli ~
gery or long-term medication. At the core of current research,
Bariksays, isa simple premise: changing how painis perceived
may change how it is experienced. Where exactly that perception
isconstructed in the brain, however, remains an open question.

ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES

‘When medical science doesn’t have all the answers, many
patients turn to alternative therapies. Santoshi Kurada,
co-founder of Alleviate Pain Clinit \mBumlunl has observed
that lose. “Yogaand are great for down-
n.gulalmg the ne rvous tem.” But alternative (hen\ples can

onceav mJuhlo only. ahm'nl GnRH (G hor-
mo d iosis-related pain
while lifting patients’ qudlm oflife, says Dr Shah.

The flip side, she notes, i IS that the same ¢ hannels tha
raised womer 1

wh pplied toacute injury. She remembers
a patient witha clear disc prolapse whospenta year getting “vig-
orous massages” fromalocal healer. The trauma of the massages
caused the disc to break off, leading to a surgical emergency
marked by sudden leg weakness and loss of bladder control. “It

Almnstc\(‘r)onemmmgmme\\lthpcrmdpal
auseofthereelst

Drﬁhahdoesn tfret though. “Forty 3
ctice, Tused to worry aboutaskinga woman if she

was a preventable surgical v, caused by the delay of
‘alternative’ promis " she says.
CBD (¢ among tk entrieson this fringe,

oda) she’s seeing women hher

painfuli ourse. “Thereare
now muls m hel lp women suffering! I'n)m this, ranging from coun-
selling to medication and exerci

and DrRuradais careful about it. “CBD a cls very wellasa power-
fuladj inchronici i rthritis, and
in i p:uns like dnbeur neuropathy,” she says. The

pmhlem iswhen itistreated asareplacement for proven medica-
tion, she ddda “The CBD medicationsavailable over-the-counter

The: {womenin pai verto change.
“Pain duringactive labourwas taken for granted earlier,” says Dr
Shah. “Today, we have epidural anaesthesia. However, epidural
facilities are not easily available across the country, noteven all
over Mumbai. We don’t have so many trained anaesthetists to
administer epidural thmug]mut mughlv four hours oflabour.”

Evenwhentl i ionisbuilt i
M.R. Rajagopal, chairman emeritus of Pallium India,a pdl[ld[l\'
care trust based in Thiruvananthapuram, experienced this with
afamily memberrecently. “A youngrelative of mine opted foran
epidural for labour. In the process of signing the consent, the
nurseasked her,"Areyou sure you want this?' That put aseed of
doubtin her mind. And inalittle while, the nurse in the labour
roomasked her the same question again. Ifwe
had not discussed this within the family, the
young woman could well have been fright-
ened enough to accept the needless pain.”

InIndia, the forms of relief reserved for the
most severe of pains—from labourto post-sur-
gical and terminal illnesses like cancer—still
run up against systemic gaps that the country
isyet to address. Dr Rajagopal has spent four
decades worl ss to pain relief. He onc
led the campaign for India’s 2014 1 will telly
tothe Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, intended to ease medical
access to morphine, Theamendment passed,
but the rules that followed introduced new
hurdles: a revised draft submitted in 2017

Jou Mut

~dosed, and some are mixed with heavy metals
that can cause more harm than benefit. It should not be used in
mental disorders like acute psychosis and clinical depression—
wherestopping proven medications like SSRIs orantipsychotics
canlead tosignificantrelapse.” Her summary is narrow: best for
arthritisand nerve pain; not yet enough evidence to make CBD
amainstay foranxiety.

In her decade-long practice, “I've seen patients with com-
pletely normal scans suffer with unbearable pain, and the ones
with herniated discs on the MRIrun b shesays. "Most
often, patients are not just living with physical injuries. They are
living with anervous system that s severely unregulated.”

Thisdoesreframe, with some irony, aline long used to dismiss
patients: the pain is. indeed, all in your head.

That language is not theoreti
gram-based dentist Anubha Mahajan, 34, who
haslived with it for over a decade. She devel-
oped complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS)
in 2014, “owing toamedical negligence,” she
says. It’sa conditionin which “dysfunctionin
the central or periphe: m.l nervous
drives severe, pe: )
wasa“hazy mess of dzlysand nightsc()alescing
into one big ball of pain shooting through the
body.” Tests and consultations led nowhere.
“Most of the doctors didn't take it seriously, or
gave the incorrect i
began wonderingifitwasallinmy head...”

Rellel came a year laler. wi hen a correct

remains pending, and the gap inimplementa- dia | ‘to 1 v plan: me(h-
tion pcrslsls. hCL'\]Jldl.l"LS s. TIWARI cation, an anti vdiet,

Th hat restrict hi CAREGIVER tive behavioural therapy (CBT), whichworks
Dr /S, Areas doc- by changing how the brain processes pain—
torsas they are among families: thatit is only the same mechanism the current global pain
for the dying, and that it inevitably causes ” research is beginning to map.

addiction. He doesnot dismiss the risk. “If you

ask me whether oral morphine can cause

addiction, Imus es, butrarely,” he says. "When morphine
isusedorallyinthe nghtdnsumueatmmerpmm the chances
ofaddiction are remote.” He doesn't contend whether therisk
exists, but the itude with which Indian medici histor-
ically treated it.

The greater cost of withholding morphine, argues Dr Rajago-
pal, also anadjunct professor of global oncology at Queen’s Uni
versity, Canada, is cognitive. “Pain strips patients of the mental
space needed to make decisions, including whether to continue
treatment. Once the pain is treated properly, they would have

Meanwhile, living with the condition has
rcshapcd Mahajm’s relationship with it.
“Instead thinking about it, I made it my life’s pur-
pose,” shesays. In 2017, she founded Chronic Pain India, anot-
for-profit that supports patients through community and advo-
cacy. Her current push s to have chronic pain recognised under
India’s Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, framing it as an
invisible disability that demands visibility.

At the far end of that invisibility, in a darkened bedroom in
Bengaluru, sitsIkyatha Yerasala, 39. She hasn’t had a pain-free
dayinoveradecade. Wi nhnul medication, her painstaysata9 or
10. Shchws vith th fit Igia, postural nrﬂ]o»

the mind space for clarity of thought and tend t lergo cancer
treatment.”

The lived shape of that gap sits in a home in Wardha, Maha-
rashtra. S, Tiwari has been look g1ﬁcrh|<mmhcr 65, ﬂlrnugh
cancer for three yearsand
mgal lhesemndar) level, married early, has lived independently

ownscans, “hete l]sLuunge “Onadifficult day, st

1y synd POTS), and myalgic
litis/chronic fatj ynd (ME/CFS),a* i mul-
system illness™ whose hallmark, in her case, is severe brain
inflammation. “My brain has very low tolerance to light, sound
and electronic screens, so even mmur E\(‘I’lmn can lead toa
T kept

low. “Ihaven't stepped out ofmy houseinmonths.”

life to end rather than suffer the pam that hits heri in waves

hree out of five times, he says, hismother
morphine. The other two times. a 10mg morphine tablet at bed—
time can avoid the alternative—a drive to the local hospital’s

The that bring some reliel feel like they sit at the
edgeof current painscience. Fibromyalgia, notably, remains one
ofthe ¢ with no clear or complete path to pain relief,

only management. “I take medicines for POTS to helpregulate
my nervous system. l‘nrpam, lam curr ently trying the. Slella'e

Ganglion Bl flocal I

ward for i ble pain Tiwari sees
opxmds like morphine as the only silver lining in this rather
tough journey. “Any caregiveras well asa person suffering from
the pain of an oncological condition will tell you that side
effects are not even tl\clr lﬂil thought. Pain relief overrides
ev Lrvthmgc-lse, rive a hundred kilometresjust
toaccessa few pi needer
While npioids remain difficult to access in India, they have
drivenanew wave of pain research in the West. Arnab Barik,
assistant professor at the Centre for Neuroscience at the

k
isadministered into a bundle of nerves in the front of the neck
called the stellate ganglion.)...Another treatment that gave me
relief from chronic pain was taking ketamine infusions. I have
recently started a new migraine injection...” Energy healing did
'sonly western medication that hasworked.”
whor hannel Sk luru
on }mnnada slang, she stays connected to the outside world
largely through her phone. Her closest support is another ME/
CFS patient in Mumbai, who is also bed-bound and whom she

Indian Institute of Science (1IS¢), Bengaluru, li
neurology of pain and itch. The field, he says, had
largely gone quiet until the mid-2010s opioid epi-
demicinthe US pushed researchers back toward the
central nervous system.

Until then, pain medicine had focused mostly on
the peripheral nervous system—the network of
nerves outside the brain and spinal cord. “You
detect pain via the penphem] nervous system.
Researc why itoccurs by

studying the central nervous system that ﬂtludﬂ\'
feels and responds to the pain.”

met online. Theyspeak every day. “Because we understand each
other’sconditionsand whatour livesare like, it'sbecome routine
forusto talkevery day.”

1t has reduced life to the simpler thing: s Yerasala. "A
healthy person can have a thousand problems,” she says, “but for
aperson who doesn't have health, there is only one problem.”

ForlIsrani, painis the one problem standing between him and
lh(’ sport he has loved since childhood. “T keep watcl hmgu t
oftennis players playing on the pro tourwith chronic inju-
hesays. “It motivates me to recover to get back to playing

rally, in other words, isstill on.
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For both US and Iran,

HEREREH

eace the only choice ) : i )
p y S RARBRRB
his is a war that the United States cannot win. Nor can Iran escape sus- — Lo,
htained damage to more of its nation’s infrastructure if it keeps up its dal- == & NHAT A TN\?T LOK BHAVAN
iance with the notion that it has survived the war already and need not o
e ckome txt) ]t;he negouatmgttahlel wxﬂff serwuts}?edss as it has managed to keep ME LODRAM‘\ REVE NGIE AND Q HENNA \
its attackers at bay in asymmetrical warfare with drones.
The Iranians breached the prolonged ceasefire since April 8 with more than f E
i it tho TS iz 0 S a1 omes at DS Warshigs C [ SLEPE_N?. i'ﬂ ANZER‘: Move
en, alleging that the ed on its ships, aimed its drones at US warships —e 9
on Thursday. This invited what seemed to be the heaviest US attack on Qeshm a OR XT MOV‘ E
Island, Bandar Abbas, Strait of Hormuz shipping centres and in Tehran. too, s 2 i

which the Iranians claimed was aimed at military facilities responsible for the - -
attack on the US Navy.

The fragile truce may have come close to collapsing if not for US President
Donald Trump downplaying the latest exchange of hostilities, even comparing
drones intercepted over the Persian Gulf to butterflies falling to their death.
However, in the same breath, he threatened in his regu]ar ‘bombastic style that
he would order more strikes if the Iranians did not sign a deal. This is hardly
the language of someone seeking a peace deal, but that is Mr Trump.

The deal, made concise to the extent that its contours can be expressed in one

page of text, was said to be imminent when the US-

The truce may have

Iran breaches came about. Original goals like

LETT

come dangerously unconditional surrender, regime change, givingup °
lose i nuclear weapon ambmons by surrendering WO ‘ S S e
¢ n 0:: :;o ;ldarp.rs::'g“g enriched nuclear material have all been dumped as ’ TN IMPASSE
Mr Trump desperately seeks an end to the war he f : -
downplaying the foolishly started after Israel's Prime Minister The '°“”d“"9 fa’fhers of
latest of ernin Netnodh w:]lked him down a garden [ Indxin Constltutlonéﬂahy
hostilities, even Pathof ins ary glory. not have anticipated the
: The biggest lesson the war taught was that mod- N v
. comparing drones ern warfare is totally different from the battlefields mi §LLS e of the Governor's
'"%mmu‘:"’:’mt_he of World War II. When a $2,000 drone, which can office (Governor must
ul ies virtually be bought from a toy store, can wreak ppear that $284 billion in 1950 to over ;. - 7 i
falling to their death damage by inviting defence with billion-dollar mis- &:wz:tahas l;crﬂy $1.7 trillion by 1986, Driven  /1V/t€ Vijay swiftly to f orm
sile systems, military superiority in the air with Sunanda K T by the US-Soviet nuclear ~government in TN, May 8).
warplanes and bombers means liftle. And when Iran’s cheap but offensive mis- 4 acce Russia’s arms race and conventional  The Tamil Nadu Gove '
ne lamil Nadu Governors
sile '"ig ;i];'gni;isnurcﬁs are \]w_z‘el.l hidden from view as in weaponry sitting in Dat’[a- Ray Dec. 2021 ultimatum conflicts hke Korea agﬁ delay in inviting TVK to
tunnel ers, there is little that aggressors can do from the air. that Nato end all Vietnam, the US investe ” .

‘The reality of this war is that the two major combatants need peace more and = i between $8 trillion and $9  form the government vio-
it is up to the US to rein in Israel in its actions in Lebanon — talks between Reﬂee‘l:lﬂlls activity i s East trillion, while the Soviet Jates con gtituti0n=| con-
Israel andbbehanun are scheduled to res“ulgle nemveek The %oonex negotia- E"W:;‘dmﬂe'm Union dedxc&lted ov?;‘e%gnper % 5! df th“ "
tions can begin over the easing of controls over traffic in both directions states ne  cent of its GDP to ce. vention and further weak-
through the Strait of Hormuz the easier will the world, choked by rising crude . . or any former Soviet There was a new twist 1 ang the dignity of the
oil prices and supply chain disruption, breathe. Nato's purpose was power is by far the biggest bloc state from ever February 2022 when Russi

As the so-called leader of the free world, the US owes it to the world to at least
try to restore the status quo in the Strait of Hormuz which was open before it
began bombing Iran on Feb. 28. That the strait has become the principal bar-
gaining chip may be an of foolish offensive action
halfway across the world. The only hope is negotiations w111 begin in earnest
during another 30-day ceasefire as envisaged in the latest peace plan. The world
needs this Persian standoff to end.

Cricket again on sticky wicket

M:e than a decade after the Indian Premier League was hit by shocking

scandals of spot-fixing and betting, fears of corruption creeping into

dia’s celebrated summer cricket tournament have once again risen

‘with the Board of Control for Cricket in India circulating comprehensive guide-
lines to the 10 IPL franchises.

This, after unauthorised visitors — including young females who are being
passed off as gxrlfmends of players — have been seen occupvmg spaces meant
for players, their wives and girlfriends, triggering suspicion of the cricketers
being honey-trapped. With flush IPL contracts facilitating fancy lifestyles,
many young players seem to be crossing the line when it comes to protocol.
Unidentified persons in the team’s dugout bus and hotel are concerning visu-
als that have prompted the BCCI to slide in a seven-page smndards list.

“To remain vigilant against potentially honey-trapping risks” and “outsiders
will not be allowed to team members’ rooms without prior knowledge and
approval of the team manager” top the conduct catalogue.

Rigid restrictions have also been imposed on the movement of players and
wearing accreditation cards at the stadium, hotel and practice facilities made
mandatory for everyone associated with the teams.

There’s no smoke without fire. Surely the BCCI has seen sparks somewhere
for it to draft such an extensive list of instructions, not to mention Rajasthan
Royals captain Riyan Parag vaping in the dressing room last week. Earlier,
manager Romi Bhinder too was filmed using his mobile phone in the Royals
dugout and was penalised ?1 lakh for breachmg rules.

Back in 2013, three Rajasthan Players — S. Sreesanth, Ajit Chandila and

eet Chavan — were arrested after the infamous spot-fixing and betting
racket was busted. The scandal also led to five-time champions Chennai Super
Kings being suspended from the League for the 2016 and 2017 seasons after team
principal Gurunath Meiyappan was found guilty of illegal betting, along with
Rajasthau Royals whose owners too may have been suspected of betting,

'he BCCI has smelt mice and acted swiftly in laying down the rules The
watchdog should now stay vigilant and ensure the trust of millions of fans
towards cricket remains intact.
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“to keep the Russians
out, the Americans in,

and the Germans
lown”, as its first chief
Lord Ismay famously
summed up, President

Donald Trump's latest
bombshell may have suc-
ceeded in sabotaging all
three objectives. Yet, Mr
Trump may inadvertently
serve the cause of peace by
promising (threatening?) to
reduce the collective fight-
ing power of the 32-nation
military pact that rose after
the Second World War from
an initial 5,000 American
troops to an unspecified

minimum.
Financially, this outcome
of his spat with German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
means saving at least some
(if not the bulk) of the $2.88
trillion the world's mili-
taries spent in 2025: a hike of
2.9 per cent from the year
before, according to the
Stockholm  International
Peace Research Institute’s
latest report. That money
could now be diverted to
more constructive causes. It
was calculated that $2.88
trillion amounts to §350 of
military spending for each
person on the planet. It
sounds a paltry sum, but
that is a sizable amount in
Rwandan  francs  or
Bangladeshi takas. We
might have a less disgr
tled global populanun if thls
could somehow be diverted
tonutrition or medicines or
some nourishment  for

The Umted States again
tops the list in military
spending: by blowing up
$954 billion last year, fol-
lowed by China ($336bn),
Russia ($190bn), Germany
($114bn) and, finally, pover-
ty-stricken India, which
squandered no less than $92
billion on arms last year,
and whose five-yearly elec-
tion (not the recent truncat-
ed exercise) may cost an
astronomical 32,500 crores.
Together, the five countries
are believed to account for
58 per cent of global military
spending. The lone super-

spender, as always since
World War 10, its annual
budget exceeding the com-
bined military expenditure
of the next six countries,
including India.

As Winston Churchill's
chief military assistant dur-
ing the war, Lord Ismay,
who defined Nato's purpose
so cynically, was the arche-
typal India hand, born in
Nainital in a colonial fami-
ly. His ICS father was also
born, served and died in
India. Ismay himself was
military secretary to Lord
Willingdon, the viceroy;
after retiring from the mili-
tary, he became Lord
Mountbatten's chief of staff
in India, helping to oversee
the country’s Partition.

He had seen poverty at
close quarters and knew
power of money.

The phrase about Nato
attributed to Ismay was first
used by the English writer,
George Orwell, also born in
India but had been packed
off to Eton by his civil ser-
vant father, and whose real-
life name was Eric Blair. He
was a member of the Indian
Police, serving in Burma
(now Myanmar). In 1945
Orwell predicted a nuclear
stalemate between “two or
three monstrous super-
states, each possessed of a
weapon by which millions
of people can be Wlped out
in a few seconds”. Bernard
Baruch, the first American
to use the phrase, a
financier and presidential
adviser, in a 1947 speech in
South Carolina also high-
lighted the goal of contain-
ing Soviet expansionism,
ensuring a permanent US
security  presence  in
Europe, and preventing a
resurgent post-World War IT
Germany.

The “super-states” Orwell
and Baruch had in mind
were of course Nato and the
retaliatory Warsaw Pact,
established in 1955 with
eight member countries: the
Soviet Union, Albania, Bul-
garia, Czechoslovakia, East
Germany, Hungary, Poland
and Romania. Albania

joining the alliance

walked out in 1968, and East
Germany left in 1990, before
the alliance was dissolved
in July 1991. Warsaw Pact
arms spending was charac-
terised by heavy Soviet
dominance, with the former
USSR bearing nearly all
direct incremental costs,
such as the estimated $400
million spent on the 1968
Czechoslovakia invasion.
Non-Soviet Warsaw Pact
members faced significant
economic burdens, often
spending  heavily on
defence, though their
reported budgets sometimes
omitted R&D and specific
procurement costs.

Meanwhile, there has
been hardly any letup in
the joint US-Israeli assault
on Iran. At least Israel's
Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, can complain
that Tehran backs the anti-
Zionist Hezbollah, but
President Trump has no
direct quarrel with the mul-
lahs who rule Tran. The hos-
tilities began on February
28, 2026, following strikes
targeting Iranian military
sites and officials and are
continuing featuring mis-
sile strikes, threats to mar-
itime shipping in the Strait
of Hormuz, one of the
world's key strategically
important choke points, In
20232025, 20% of the world's
liguefied natural gas and
25% of seaborne oil trade
passed through the strait
annually. It is a major route
of petroleum products for
Europe and Asia and is crit-
ical for Europe's energy sup-
ply as well as for China.
Indeed, one of the mysteries
of this war wi awaris
China'’s seeming reluctance
to attempt any kind of
peacekeeping.

Cold War arms spending
was a constant recurring
drain on scarce resources. It
involved a massive, sus-
tained military buildup,
with global defence expendi-
tures rising from roughly

invaded Ukraine, starting
the largest and deadliest
war in Europe since World
War II, in a major escalation
of the existing war between
the two countries that began
when Russia attacked
Ukraine in 2014.

Despite renewed sugges-
tions of talks, there are no
signs of a realistic peace ini-
tiative. In fact, the outside
world has little notion of the
ancient grievances that
keep hostilities going. But
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s
President, published a
paper titled “On the
Historical Unity of Russians
and Ukrainians” in July
2021, in which he called
Ukraine “historically
Russian lands” and claimed
there is “no historical
basis” for the “idea of
Ukrainian people as a
nation separate from the
Russians”. Mr Putin was
accused of prometing
Russian imperialism, his-
torical revisionism and dis-
information, and nothing
came of the Nato-Russia
Council meeting in January
2022. However, it would
appear that the West has
tacitly accepted Russia’s
December 2021 ultimatum
that Nato end all activity in
its East European member
states and ban Ukraine or
any former Soviet bloc state
from ever joining the

liance.

It all sounds as complicat-
ed as 19th century Europe’s
Schleswig-Holstein dispute
which, Lord Palmerston
famously remarked, only
three people ever under-
stood: the Prince Consort
who was dead, a German
pmfessor who was mad, and

he himself and he had for-
gotten all about it. That's
probably how baffled the
rest of the world also feels
about the 79-year-old India-
Pakistan conflict and the
money it robs from South
Asia’s hard-pressed devel-
opment budgets.

The writer isa senwr
Journalist,

office. Such actions only
strengthen the demand to
abolish the Governor's
institution.
Ch V.B.R. Naidu
Srikakulam

TVK may lack a majority, but as
the single largest party, it must be
invited to form the government. Its
strength should be tested on the
floor of the House within a fixed
timeframe, not left to the
Governor's subjective satisfaction.
Hung verdicts are part of democra-
cy and should not be used to create

uncertainty.
Dr C. Ghanshyam
Visakhapatnam

POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Your editorial rightly highlighted
the futility of violence for political
messaging (Stop Political Violence
in Bengal, May 8). In a democracy,
politics must not become a reason
for fear, hatred or loss of innocent
lives. Parties and leaders must pro-
mote peace and tolerance, while
stronger law enforcement and pub-
lic awareness are needed to protect
democratic values.
$.M. Subhani
Mangalagiri

A party that won a landslide victo-
ry is unable to protect even the
assistant of its chief ministerial
candidate. How, then, can it assure
safety to ordinary citizens? What
was the purpose of winning after
such a hard-fought election if work-
ers and supporters are left vulnera-
ble to violence?
M. Chandrasekhar
Kadapa AP

ENGLISH EDUCATION

The AP High Court upheld the
School Education Department's
decision (HC observes English in
schools helps students face future
better, May 7). The court noted that
reforms prepared students for a
competitive, interconnected world.
Dheeraj Pola

Vijayawada
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Racism, prejudice
in UK aimed at
Muslims, Hindus
& all non-whites

"The past is graphic map in my mind
msciousness’ finger traverses it to find
The mountains of foolishness, the oceans of kind,
The treasures I s)wuld haLw cherished —
And, foalmhbr left behi
— Prancing Pran Singh, by Bachchoo

ecades ago, during my stint as a freelance
Brit journalist, I and my photographer
partner Andrew were the only two, through
utter luck and the patronage of George
Harrison who spotted me wearing a kurta and
beads with long black hair and a beard, to be escort-
ed by him through the police lines into the Hilton
Hotel to report on the first meeting between the
Beatles and Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. Phooph!
(Endless sentence? You think you're Henry James? —
Ed. Ah, so you do read books also— fd).
Gentle reader, that's another story — one day —

Kipling. Right time, right place, as always in my
short and happy life? [ went to Leicester from
London to find a room in the city.

Inaturally went to an estate agent and was direct-
ed to several addresses. At each of these T was told
by the person who answered the door that the

as no 101 . At most of
these locations it was evident to me that the rooms
may have been available, but the renters didn’t
want a non-white person on their premises.

I travelled from London to Leicester a second
time, tried a different estate agent and came up with
the same racist refusals. In fact, one landlord quite
candidly said that he didn't mind “your type" but
th?] others in the bed-sitter building would object —
and sorry!

I went back to the estate agent and shouted some
choice phrases and walked out, wondering what to
du A few yards down the road, a young girl, one of

r you can pick it up in my enti-
tled (No advertising, I've warned you — Ed. Sorr;v
yaar— slip of the sales-pitch — fd).

My article about their meetmg was obviously
exclusive and published in a weekly called The
Listener. Some weeks after publication  was invited
to a cocktail party by the editor, at which a gem.le
‘man spoke to me over a drink and introduced him-
self as the Professor of English at Ialcaster
University and, after some conversation about my
interests, offered me a scholarship to do a thesis on

—+= o0 ©

ies at the estate agent who had followed
me, stopped me. She said that she had a lot of Asian
friends and the only way I would get any place in the
city was to go to the “Asian district” and check on
the notice boards outside newsagents where rooms
to let would be advertised. She told me where this
district was, and I went. Sure enough, after a few
phone calls from public phone booths, I was con-
ducted by two young white lads to a house which
they had renovated and offered me a room and a
half under the staircase with a yard which they had

equipped with a kitchen and a bathroom. I happily

00K if

1 recall this 1969 episode because this week the
right-wing rag, The Daily Telegraph, published a
diatribe against a spate of advertisements offering
rented accommodation to “Muslim” tenants and
0&1;1‘; offering flats or whatever accommodation to
“Hindus”.

Since my Leicester rank racist experience, there
has been a change in the law. The “Equality Law” of
2010 prohibits any kind of discrimination on
grounds of race, religion or other characteristics.

The Smellygraph was hysterlcal about these

“Muslim” and “Hindus” only ads: “Landlords are
illegally advertising for ‘Muslim only' tenants
across London and the Southeast”, It's article also
bragged about its success in getting Facebook to
withdraw a page featuring ads which specified “pre-
femng Muslim boy" or stating that one double
room is “suitable for a Punjabi boy”.

The brilliant public-serving, mvesugatwe and
satirical magazine Private Eye took the Smellygraph
to task.

Private Eye noted that the Smellygraph had vocif-
erously attacked the Equalities Act in three editori-
als when in 2015 a “Christian” bakery was prose-
cuted under it for refusing to a gay man.
Private Eye also traced the Smelly s 2011 editorial
condemning the Equalities Act after it had been
used to prosecute a Christian bed-and-breakfast

+

owner who refused a gay couple a double room. The

Smelly declared: “The law is eroding our right to a

set of beliefs”. Hyp-something... not ending with
“opottamus™?

A.llpowermtheEyeforexposingthe irony of the
ultra-right propaganda sheet.

In the same article which “condemned Muslim
and Hindu only” ads, it hadn’t noticed — or did, but
failed to mention — that “Christian Flatshare
London”, advertising 9,200 places for rent on
Facebook, features advertisements specifying
“Christians only” and “Christian brothers” —
which may mean excludmg “Christian sisters”?

The Eye has, in the issue from which I quote, con-
centrated on this one feature about discrimination
in rented places, even though the Torygraph has
sevem] regular arllcl&s and contributors who dedi-

ti-Muslim opinion

and features.

The Smelly shares several columnists with the
weekly Spectator, another rabid platform for anti-
Muslim, anti-immigrant, anti-asylum seekers, anti-
what-they-demonise-as-“The Left”. By this phrase
they mean anyone who do not share their vitupera-
tive viewpoint — and in the case of at least three of
their regular columnists — Toby Young, a poseur
who pretends to champion “free speech”, Douglas
Murray, an ultraright cry-baby, and Lionel
Shrlver an American “novelist” — hypocritical
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uick Home, auto EMIs may go Hold US trade deal till tariff
up as banks’ NIM erodes

Market conditions appear sticky with reg‘ard to deposit pricing

,;

INDICATORS %

Sensex 7132819 -0.66
Nifty 50 2417615 -0.62
S&P 500 730134 074
Dollar (%) 9447 022
Pound Sterling (3) 12864 023
Euro (3) 1120 024
Gold (10gm)* k)  152,814a553  0.36
Brent crude (§/bbl)" 10134 128
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6984 074
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4378 -0.016

* Asof 8:30 PM IST

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, MAY 8

Borrowers who have bene-
ted from lower interest
rates over the past year
may soon have to brace for
higher equated monthly
installments (EMIs) as top
lenders such as State
Bank of India (SBI) and
Bank of Baroda (BoB) on
Friday signalled a likely
increase in lending rates
to protect profitability.
Banks are currently fac-

Ashok Kumar
takes charge as
Niti vice chair

Renowned economist Ashok
Kumar Lahiri on Friday took
charge as vice chairman of
NITI Aayog. Lahiri replaced
Suman Bery. Lahiri is a former
chief economic advisor to
Indian government and a
member of the 15th Finance
Commission. “His experience
across academia, institutions
and global organisations will
strengthen NITI Aayog’s
efforts towards policymaking
and economic transformation,”
it said.

Heinrich Bhuvneshwar
Klaasen, SRH Kumar, RCB
N0/ 1 7
Abhishek Anshul
Sharma, SRH Kamboj, CSK
475 17
475

K.L.Rahul, Prince Yadav,

DC LSG

468 16
g shorttake g

KSCA's 10k passes
caused final shift

e Karnataka State Cricket
Association’s request for
additional 10,057 complimenta-
ry tickets led to the shifting of
IPL final and playoff matches
from the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium here, a BCCI source
has said.

Bengaluru was to host the
final going by convention as
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
are the defending champions.

But IPL chairman Arun
Dhumal told that it became
“untenable” to have the finale
here due to demand for compli-
mentary tickets at the relatively
low-capacity venue, which can
only accommodate 35,000 fans.
This season’s playoff fixtures
will be held in Dharamsala
(May 26) and New Chandigarh
(May 27 and 29) while the title
clash (May 31) will be staged at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. In that, the associ-
ation needed around 900 passes
to meet the demands of the state

alone.

ing in mobilis-
ing deposits and are
unable to reduce deposit
rates further as they need
adequate funds to sustain
healthy credit growth. At
the same time, lending
rates have declined in
recent months after the
Reserve Bank of India cut
the repo rate by 125 basis
pm.nts smcn Feb. 2025.

man CS Setty
sald banks may now have
to reprice loans upward
because there is limited
room for further cuts in
deposit rates.

“I do not think there is
much room for further
cuts in deposit rates beca-
use if credit growth con-
tinues at 13-15 per cent,
none of us in the system
would be in a position to
cut deposit rates. So there

SBI's consolidated net
profit for FY26 rises
13% to Rs 83,298.78 cr.

For March gtr consoli- e

dated net profit stands
at Rs 19,642.87 crore,
up 5.6%.

ON CONSOLIDATED
basis, SBl's Q4 FY26
total income increased
to 31.81 lakh cr from
%1.79 lakh cr.

e BoB’s net profit for
Q4 FY26 stands at Rs
5,616 crore (11.2%
YoY), Rs 20,021 cr
(2.2% YoY) for FY26.

e SBI's domestic NIM
decreases by 21 bps
YoY, 18 bps QoQ to
2.93%.

o SBI will dilute some of
its stake in NSE in
its IPO.

Q

Our view is that the repo rate will continue at same  #
level throughout FY27. So, that is the first assumption
we are making which means that neither deposit

rates are likely to go up nor yields are likely to go up.

— C.S. SETTY, SBI chairman

will be some repricing on
asset (loan) side. This is
what we are building into
our model and, depending
on how the year progr ess-
es, we will take a c:
Setty told reporters at the
bank's Q4 FY26 earnings
press conference.

Setty said the bank is
targeting a NIM of 3 per
cent in FY27. “The 3 per
cent NIM guidance is
based on several assump-
tions. One is that there

will be no change in the
repo rate. Our view is that
the repo rate will remain
at the same level through-
out FY27. That means nei-
ther deposit rates nor
yields are likely to move
significantly,” he said.
Yields could improve
because of changes in the
bank’s asset mix as some
corporate floating-rate
loans run off, allowing the
bank to pass on higher
deposit costs, he said.

A similar view was
expressed by Bank of
Baroda managing director
and chief executive offi-
cer Debadatta Chand dur-
ing the bank's Q4 FY26
earnings call.

“Market at this level
appear sticky with regard
to deposit pricing. In such
ascenario, the only thing I
expect in this quarter is
resetting on the advances
side, subject to market
conditions,” Chand said.

Vietjet in deals with GMR Airports, Bird Group

Mumbai, May

Vietnamese private ca:
er Vietjet on Friday anno-
unced signing agreements
with India’s GMR Airp-
orts and Bird Group for

collaboration in aviation
infrastructure, services,

technology, and connectiv-
ily between the two coun-
tries. Under the pact,
Vietjet and GMR Airports
will explore opportunities
to jointly develop air con-
nectivity, infrastructure,
logistics, aviation servic-

es, smart airports and
long-term investment ini-
tiatives.

The pact with Bird
Group will focus on
ground handling services,
training, aviation technol-
ogy, and travel, it said.

The agreements pave the
way for cooperation betw-
een India and Vietnam
across segments while
contributing to economic,
trade and people-to-people
connectivity between two
countries, it said. — PTI

regime stabilises, says GTRI

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, MAY 8

India should wait for
greater clarity in the
United States’ trade policy
before concluding a bilat-
eral trade dgrev_mem eco-
nomic think t. GTRI
said after a US court
struck down President
Donald Trump's 10 per
cent global tariffs.
The United States Court
of Inte: national Trade on
7 invalidated the tar-
lffs imposed under
Section 122 of the Trade
Act, calling them
“invalid” and “unautho-
rized by law.”
The court said the provi-
sion was meant to address

balance of payments
emergencies and not
broad tariff measures

aimed at reducing trade
deficits.

The tariffs had been
imposed on February 20,
2026, hours after the US.
Supreme Court struck
down the Trump admini:
tration’s reciprocal tariffs.

According to GTRI, the
repeated judicial setbacks
to Trump-era tariffs have
created significant uncer-
tainty around the US
trade regime. “India
should wait until the US

AWAITING CLARITY

e Uncertainty remains and India
should keep trade deal on hold

till there is more clarity
Section 122 tariffs now
Trump structure.

 Now, tariffs based on

(MFN) rates under
the WTO framework.

e With both reciprocal tariffs,

invalidated by courts, the US
tariff system returning to pre-

standard most-favoured-nation

India should wait
until the United
States develops a
more stable and
legally reliable
trade system before
concluding the
Bilateral Trade
Agreement

14

develops a more stable
and legally reliable trade
system before concluding
the  Bilateral Trade
Agreement. The continu-
ing uncertainty around
US tariff policy, with
major Trump-era tariffs
repeatedly struck down by
courts, makes any long-
term trade commitments
by India difficult to justi-
fy.” GTRI said.

While the latest court
ruling offers temporary
relief to exporters and
\mpol ters, uncertainty
remains because the deci-
sion currently applies
only to the parties
involved in the case — the
state of Washington, spice

importer Burlap & Barrel
and toy maker Basic Fun.

The tariffs will continue
for other importers while
the us government
appeals the ruling. The
court also declined to
block the tariffs nation-
wide at this stage.

However, GTRI said the
Trump administration is
now expected to rely more
heavily on targeted trade
actions such as Section
301 investigations and
Section 232 national-secu-
rity tariffs.

These measures could be
used against partners in
steel,  semiconductors,
antomoblles pharma and
minerals, it said.

Tata Trusts meeting rescheduled to May 16

FC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, MAY 8

A scheduled meeting of
the trustees of Sir Ratan
Tata Trust (SRTT) on
Friday (May 8) has been
postponed to May 16, 2026
as per reports.

The agenda of the SRTT
meeting included recon-
sideration of Tata Trusts’
representation on Board

of Tata Sons, the holding
company of Tata Group.
Earlier, the Bombay
High Court declined to
stay the proposed meeting
of Sir Ratan Tata Trust on
a writ petition filed argu-
ing that Trust's current

At present, Tata Trusts
chairman Noel Tata and
vice-chairman Venu
Srinivasan are on the
board of Tata Soms, the
reports indicated.

The Friday board meet-
ing was planned amid two
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WHAT A FINNISH!

Allen’s century powers Kolkata past Capitals

New Delhi, May 8:
Kolkata Knight Riders’
spinners strangled Delhi
Capitals with a ruthless
choke before Finn Allen
unleashed a brutal six-hit-
ting exhibition to power
the visitors to a comfort-
able eight-wicket win and
reignite their IPL playoff
hopes here on Friday.

The spin trio of Anukul
Roy (2/31), Sunil Narine
1/17) an Varun
Chakravarthy (0/28), sti-
fled Delhi’s batting line-up,
restricting them to a mod-
est 142 for 8 despite a
sparkling 29-ball 50 from
Pathum Nissanka.

Impact substitute Allen
then produced a fearless
knock at the top. The Kiwi
hit an astonishing 10 sixes
and five fours in his
unbeaten 47-ball 100 as
KKR chased down the tar-
get on 14.2 overs.

The win, KKR'’s fourth on
trot, catapulted them to
seventh place while the
loss, DC’s seventh in 11
games this season, has all
but killed their chances of
making the Playoffs.

Defending a below-par
total, Delhi desperately
searched for early break-
throughs and briefly found
hope through moments of
fortune.

Ajinkya Rahane was run
out after the ball brushed
Mitchell Starc’s fingertips
onto the stumps at the non-
striker’s  end,  while
Angkrish Rag,huvan:hl
was undone when the ball
flicked his glove and rolled
back onto the stumps.

But Allen’s fearless
strokeplay ensured KKR
never lost sight of the
chase as he dismantled the
DC attack with clean hit-
ting and aggressive intent.

Earlier, if it wasn't for
Ashutosh Sharma’s 39 off
28 balls which was laced
with three boundaries and
as many sixes, DC would
have struggled to even
cross the 100-run mark.

KKR's pacers comple-

mented the spinners
superbly, with Kartik
Tyagi (2/25), Vaibhav

Arora (1/29) and Cameron
Green (1/12) striking at
key moments to ensure
Delhi never found sus-

4.7

Finn Allen (left) of the Kolkata Knight Riders celebrates his century against Delhi Capitals during their IPL match at
the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi on Friday.

SCOREBOA

tained rhythm.

Asked to bat, Nissanka
(50) and K. L. Rahul (23)
provided Delhi a fluent
start, with the Sri Lankan
taking the aggressive
route early, striking the
innings’ first boundary
and six.

Though the Delhi open-
ers negotiated the chal-
lenge well initially, the
pressure steadily mounted
as the spinners dried up
the boundaries post the
Powerplay.

—PTI

Delhi Capitals:

2) 2. Total (for 8 wickets
6-128, 7-140, 8-140.

Bowling: Anukul Roy 4-0-31-2, Vaibhav

Pathum Nissanka st
Angkrish Raghuvanshi b Roy 50, K. L.
Rahul ¢ Cameron Green b Kartik Tyagi 23,
Nitish Rana c Narine b Green 8, Sameer
Rizvi ¢ Powell b Narine 3, Tristan Stubbs b
Roy 2, Axar Patel ¢ Roy b Arora 11,
Ashutosh Sharma c Rahane b Kartik Tyagi
39, Vipraj Nigam not out 3, Mitchell Starc
run out 0, Lungi Ngidi not out 1. Extras (w-
in 20 overs) 142.
Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-74, 3-80, 4-85, 5-89,

— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY

Arora 3-0-29-1, Sunil Narine 4-0-17-1,
Kartik Tyagi 4-0-25-2, Varun Chakravarthy
4-0-28-0, Cameron Green 1-0-12-1.
Kolkata Knight Riders: Ajinkya Rahane run
out (Starc) 13, Finn Allen not out 100,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi b Patel 1, Cameron
Green not out 33. Total (for 2 wickets In
14.2 overs) 147.

Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-31.

Bowling: Mitchell Starc 3-0-31-0, Axar
Patel 4-0-27-1, Lungi Ngidi 2-0-7-0, Vipraj

Nigam 2-0-34-0, Kuldeep Yadav 3-0-41-0,

Mukesh Kumar 0.2-0-7-0.

_*_

board composition trustees are publicly rec-
breaches statutory limits ommending listing of
introduced under Tata Sons, a stand that
Maharashtra Public Trust Noel Tata is totally
Act 2025. against.
POINTS TABLE
w L N/R Points NetRR
17 1Ta 1o |14 |+0737
' 6 3 | +0.571
6 4 | +1234
6 4 +0.510
6 4 -0.147
15 {5 [ 40151
14 15 0,169
14 17 |-1154
i3 7 | -0.649
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GT vs Royals in
battle of equals

Jaipur, May 8: An
upbeat Gujarat Titans
will be determined to con-
tinue their winning
streak and leapfrog a wob-
bly Rajasthan Royals in
their mid-table Indian
Premier League clash
here on Saturday.

Only the net run rate
separates the 2022 edition
winners Gujarat Titans (-
0.147) from the fourth-
placed 2008 champion
Rajasthan Royals (0.510)
in the points table as the
two teams have fared
alike so far. Both GT and
RR have six wins and four
defeats in 10 matches
each.

But the Shubman Gill-
led side will fancy their
chances against the wob-
bly Royals, who have suf-
fered three defeats in
their last five matches.
The Titans have racked
up three wins on the trot
and looking to break into
the top four.

Royals captain Riyan
Paxag struck 90 in RR's

irs mnmgs score of 225
fm six but it was not
enough against Delhi
Capitals who overhauled
it with seven wickets and
five balls to spare. It was
the second such instance
in a row when a first-
innings total in excess of
220 could not be defended
by the Royals.

‘While Rajasthan Royals
are indeed top-heavy with
Vaibhav ~ Sooryavanshi
(404 runs), Yashasvi
Jaiswal (312) and even
Dhruv Jurel (290) doing
the heavy lifting, they
will need their skipper to
fire big in the lower order,
which has only Donovan
Ferreira (229) hitting at

150 or above.
e J

¥ Watch: 52

May 9, 7:30 pm
Sawai Mansingh Stadium,

Jaipur
R -y

ROYALS
Rajasthan Gujarat
Royals Titans

246  Playea 70

122 won 43

121 st 21

3 NoResult -
242/6 Highest Total 233/3

Head-to-Head in IPL

Matches Played: 9

RR GT
Won: Won:
3 6

KeK SpmisGraphics

Jurel has undoubtedly
been a vital cog in the
Royals’ batting line-up,
but the right-handed bat-
ter has been guilty of not
accelerating at the top.

In his last three outings,
Jurel has scored 42 off 30
balls, 16 off 20 balls, and
42 off 30 balls at No. 3 and
these numbers certainly
warrant improvement.

On their part, the Titans
will be pleased at how
they are ing at the
right time, Gill (378 runs)
has been a consistent run-
getter and will be keen on
converting his start into a
big score, while Sai
Sudharsan (385) will also
be determined to make
the most of his form, hav-
ing struck two fifties and
a hundred in his last four
outings. —PTI
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Pvtinvestment in data centres augurs well for India’s Al ambitions

HE $15 billion bet by Google to
develop an Al data centre hub in

() LETTERS

customised solutions. It has been seen
that India has a unique set of prob-

sidiary ‘HyperVault' and roped in PE
major, TPG. Tata Group is planning to

sons are many. Firstly, the importance
of sovereign data centres is growing.

industry with a growing GCC ecosys-
tem, such an ambition is quite natural.

Visakhapatnam reflects Indias ambi-
tions in the digital space. From being
an IT services hub for the world, the
country is slowly building data centres
keeping with the acceleration of the
Al wave. Not to be caught napping,
many domestic corporate houses have
jumped onto the bandwagon.
are that Reliance is planning to invest
around $17 billion on a 1.5 giga watt
data centre cluster along with captive
solar and battery storage systems in
Visakhapatnam. TCS forayed into
data centre business through its sub-

Reports

invest around $7 billion over the next
5-7 years for building a 1 Giga Watt
Al-ready sovereign data centre. In
fact, there are many established play-
ers in India that are already operating
in the data centre business. Recently,
Pixxel and Sarvam have announced
that they would build Indids first or-
bital Al data centre satellite in space,
which will be used as a data centre,
from where all Al-based computing
will be done, These developments in-
dicate that India is gradually growing
into a data centre giant. And the rea-

Sensitive data points of Indian citizens
should be kept within the boundaries
of the country. Despite ranking high
as an internet user base, currently
most of the data related to Indians is
not stored within the country, which
is seemingly a threat to Indids na-
tional security. Given that wars are be-
coming technologically advanced, any
vulnerability with respect to citizen's
data can be a major threat.

Secondly, India wants to be a lead-
ing country in the Al space. Given
the country has a robust IT services

However, Al-powered solutions and
platforms can't be developed without a
vibrant set of data because data sits at
the core of any Al
India wants to be a powerhouse in Al
space, it must create its own data cen-
tre to safeguard internal data. Without
such domestically produced data sets,
the country can't produce its own Al-
powered solutions and platforms. So,
indigenous innovation requires sover-
eign upkeeping of data sets,

Last but not the least, India re-
quires its own Al startups, LLMs and

d system. If

lems, which require an equally local-
ised unique approach for solutions.
Sadly, India has been dominated by
the US

ch firms with millions

of users openmng US models and
solutions. This creates a great level of
dependency on the US, which can be
exploited. For making India digitally
self-dependent, the country requires
its own Al models, and solutions.
Against this backdrop, the moves by
Google, Reliance, TCS, and others
will help power India as an Al global
centre for AL

InTN, polities and movies

go hand in hand

APROPOS of “The curse of cinema and Dravidian politics’
(THI May 7). Admittedly, one was surprised at the head-
ing of the editorial. Singularly, it is with extreme emo-
tion that people of Tamil Nadu take to stars and movies.
To term cinemas influence on Tamil politics a ‘curse’ was
inappropriate. It is this highly charged emotion that saw
many people take their lives on MGRS demise. Authori-
ties took precaution and time to announce the demise of
Jayalalitha to prevent a similar tragic fallout, As mentioned
in the editorial, it must have been the Brahminical scheme
of things sitting heavily on a people born into and bred on

Vlluvnulh begins: TN's Dravidian order Iuces 5 biggest earihquake since 1961

FTER four days of ex-

traordinary  political

turbulence — perhaps
the most dramatic since the rise
of the Dravidian order in 1967
— the road now appears cleared
for Vijayand the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) to form the
government. The Congress, CPI
and CPM have extended sup-
port, enabling Vijay to cross the
majority mark and setting the
stage for what could become Ta-
mil Nadu's first genuine political
transition in halfa century. Each
supporting party is expected to
receive a Cabinet berth.

The past four days, however,
exposed one of the ugliest spec-
tacles of opportunistic politics
the State has witnessed in dec-

s,

Virtually every major po-
litical formation appeared less
interested in respecting the
peoplés verdict than in ma-
nipulating arithmetic, delaying
constitutional processes and en-
gineering bizarre combinations
merely to keep rivals away from
power. The crisis stripped away
the moral pretensions of almost
the entire political class.

The DMK, AIADMK, BJP,
Congress, Left parties and
smaller regional outfits all ap-
peared trapped in the same
cynical instinct: survival at any
cost. But one thing that needs
to be seen is that these parties
too were part of DMK, which
was perceived as heading a cor-
rupt government. People voted
against them. Now they are part
of TVK. The big question is can
he keep up his word of corrupt
free government?

‘This was not politics of ideol-
ogy. It was politics of fear.

As the deadlock deepened,
both DMK and AIADMK camps
signalled that if Vijay failed to
form the government within 48
hours, alternative combinations
would be explored. In most
democracies, parties that suf-
fer electoral setbacks pause for
introspection. In Tamil Nadu,
defeated camps appeared more
eager to subvert the public man-
date than to understand it.

Most astonishing was the
whispered possibility of a tacit
understanding  between  the
DMK and AIADMK — two
parties that built their politi-
cal identities on fierce hostility
toward each other for over five
decades. If such an arrangement
had materialised, it would have
represented the final ideologi-
cal collapse of the old Dravidian
binaries that dominated Tamil
Nadu politics for generations.

The obvious question is: why
is the establishment so desperate
to prevent Vijay from taking of-
fice and proving his majority on
the Assembly floor? The answer
is equally obvious. The old order
fears displacement.

For nearly six decades, Tamil
Nadu politics revolved around
the DMK-AIADMK axis. Elec-
tions, alliances, cinema, welfare
politics, caste calculations and
ideological discourse all oper-
ated within that framework.
Viiay's emergence has disrupted
not merely electoral arithmetic,
but the emotional chemistry of
Tamil Nadu politics.

The anxiety within the two
Dravidian camps stems from
one possibility: if Vijay is al-
lowed to govern — even briefly
— and manages to project effi-
ciency, anti-corruption creden-
tials, administrative energy and

Tamil Nadu's post-election
turmoil has exposed the deep

cally translate into administra-
tive capacity. If he fails to show
le progress within the

political order. As Congress and

state appears poised for itsfirst
real post-Dravidian transition
Vo Bagmg 24285 indecades. Butwhile Vijay has
VEK, & Left, Say Sources shattered the DMK-AIADMK
onopoly, hlsgreatest challenge

begins now:
ambitious promises into credible governance amid fiscal
strain, political hostility and soaring public expectations.

aspirational politics, he could
permanently fracture the mo-
nopoly of the traditional parties.
What they fear is not merely
another rival, but the emergence
of a mass phenomenon com-
parable to M G Ramachandran
(MGR).

Yet the real test for Vijay be-
gins only now.

Campaign rhetoric is easy;
governance is unforgiving. Vi-
jay must simultancously man-

On education, he prom-
ised free higher education for

first two years, the same emo-
tional electorate that lifted him
could rapidly turn impatient.

Still, his rise reflects a deeper
structural shift underway in
Tamil Nadu.

The AIADMK no longer
possesses a charismatic figure
capable of emotionally mobilis-
ing voters across regions and
caste lines. The DMK under M
K Stalin remains organisation-
ally formidable, but it no longer
commands the emotional
dominance once enjoyed by
earlier Dravidian icons like M

farmers’ children, interest-fr

education loans up to B20 lakh,
500 creative residential schools,
timely examinations and finan-
cial support to prevent school
dropouts. For youth, the prom-
ises were even more ambitious:
five lakh government jobs,
five lakh internships annually,
84,000 unemployment assis-
t:me for graduates, preferen-
for locals in

age alliance Isions while
attempting to fulfl the sweep-
ing promises that powered his
campaign. His ‘nine guarantees
were ambitious, expansive and
financially daunting. He prom-
ised {2,500 monthly assistance
for women heads of households
below 60 years, free bus travel for
women, six free LPG cylinders
annually, marriage assistance
schemes, interest-free loans for
women's self-help groups, and a
separate department forwomen,
children and senior citizens.
He promised 825 lakh health
insurance coverage for every
family, improved healthcare
infrastructure and a “Citizen
Privilege Card” aimed at reduc-
ing corruption and bureaucratic
harassment.

pn\';\lrc sector jobs, and major
Al and technology skill-devel-
opment initiatives.

Farmers and fishermen were
promised farm loan waivers for
small farmers, 100 percent crop
insurance, enhanced MSP for
sugarcane and free education for
their children.

These promises generated
enormous  emotional  reso-
nance among younger and eco-
nomically stressed voters. But
delivery will be dinaril

Karunanidhi or | Jayalalith
Simultaneously, younger voters
appear less invested in tradi-
tional Dravidian rhetoric and
increasingly focused on jobs,
investment, corruption, gov-
ermance quality and upward
mobility.

That is why 2026 feels fun-
damentally different from ear-
lier political crises. Tamil Nadu
has witnessed several turning
points before — the 1967 de-
feat of Congress, MGRS split
from the DMK in 1972, the
AIADMK  fragmentation. af-
ter MGR’s death in 1987, the
anti-Jayalalithaa wave of 1996,
and the instability following
her death in 2016. Yet every
upheaval eventually returned
to the familiar DMK-versus-
AIADMK framework.

This time, that framework
itself appears to be weakening,

The itutional handling

difficult. Tamil Nadu already
faces mounting fiscal pres-
sures, rising welfare burdens
and slowing revenue expan-
sion. Vijay will quickly discover
that governance is not cinema,
and slogans do not automati-

of the post-election situation
has also raised troubling ques-
tions. Conventionally, when
a party emerges as the single
largest formation and falls
shart by only a few legislators,
it is ordinarily invited to form

a minority government and
prove its majority on the floor
of the House,

The delay in inviting Vijay to
form the government inevitably
fuelled allegations that the Gov-
ernor’ office was under intense
political pressure and that con-

stitutional processes were being

stretched to facilitate backroom
negotiations. Whether entirely

Dravidian credentials that have permitted cinema influ-
ence politics in Tamil Nadu. Irrespective, one hopes that
Tlaya Thalapathy translates reel life into real life, if he dons
the chief ministerial garb.

Dr George Jacob, Kochi

Centre must ensure better
last-mile delivery

HIS is further to the column “Narendra Modi: A tsu-
nami of change” (THI May 8) K Krishna Sagar Rao
captures the scale of political transformation under Prime
Minister Modi quite effectively. The erosion of old dynastic
and regional monopolies has indeed reshaped the electoral
map. Yet one cannot help but wonder whether this momen-
tum will translate into deeper, more consistent governance
reforms across states. The real challenge lies in strengthen-
ing msmunons and unpmvmg last-mile delivery. Greater
on ion, civil service ac-
counlabnhry, and genume federal cooperation would help
sustain these gains. Regular performancc audits and closer

NN

fair or not, such
damage institutional v.redxhzhtv

The BIP, too, faces uncom-
fortable questions. Allegations

persist that sections within the

party preferred engineering al-

ternative combinations merely
to prevent Vijay's rise, even if it -
meant indirectly benefiting the

very Dravidian forces the party
has spent years attacking.

Ironically, this resembles the
same “outside support” politics
once mastered by the Congress

at the Centre — exercising influ-
ence without assuming respon-
sibility. India’s political history
is littered with such unstable ar-

rangements. The Charan Singh |

government in 1979, Chan-
drasckhar’s government in 1990,
and the Deve Gowda and I K

Gujral governments in the 1990s

all collapsed under similar po-
litical manipulations.

Tamil Nadu may now be en-
tering not merely another clec-
toral cycle, but a genuine post-
Dravidian transition — one

where old ideological certainty

is croding, charismatic mo-

nopolies are fading, and voters
are searching for a new political |

grammar,
Whether  Vijay
succeeds or fails is still uncer-
tain. But one reality is already
undeniable: the old order is no
longer invincible.
(The anthor is former Chief
Editor of The Hans India)

When the guardian of constitution gags

CHOLLETI

HERE is a tension at the

heart of Indian consti-
tutional democracy that de-
serves far more scrutiny than
it receives. It is the tension be-
tween a judiciary that is meant
to protect free speech and, at
times, becomes its most power-
ful suppressor. Nowhere is this
contradiction more visible than
in Hyderabad, where gag arders
have been imposed on media
reporting in cases involving
singer Mangli and actress Ashu
Reddy — matters that entered
the public domain once FIRs
were registered and criminal
proceedings began.

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees
freedom of speech and expres-
sion. The framers placed it at
the centre of the fundamental
rights chapter because they
knew, from colonial censor-
ship, that democratic freedom
depends on the ability to speak,
publish, and criticise. Yet Ar-
ticle 19(2) permits reasonable
restrictions in the interests of
public order, decency, defama-
tion, contempt of court, and
related concerns.

The key word is “reasonable””
It was meant to act as a consti-
tutional brake on overreach.
Too often, however, it has not
functioned that way, Over time,
restrictions that were supposed
to be narrow and exceptional
have sometimes expanded into
broad restraints that silence
speech before it is even heard.

When a court orders that
something cannot be published
before publication, the public
never knows what it has been
denied. The suppression leaves

no visible trace.. The Supreme
Court recognised this danger
as far back as Brij Bhushan v.
State of Delhi in 1950, when it
struck down pre-censorship of
a newspaper. But the presump-
tion against prior restraint has
weakened in practice.

The Hyderabad cases sharp-
en the problem. In matters
involving Mangli and Ashu
Reddy, the issue is no longer
confined to private reputation.
Once FIRs are filed, the state
has already entered the picture.

criminal justice system has
begun operating in the public’s
name, using public authority,
public institutions, and public
resources,

That changes the nature of
the matter. Criminal proceed-
ings are not private disputes
hidden from scrutiny. They are
public processes. Police inves-
tigate in the name of the state.
Prosecutors act as public offic-
ars. Courts adjudicate in open
proceedings. Reporting on how
that power is exercised is not
sensationalismy it is one of jour-
nalism’s most important demo-
cratic functions.

This is why gag orders in
such cases raise difficult ques-
tions. If FIRs and charge sheets
are public records, what is the
constitutional logic of shielding
their substance from public dis-
cussion? If the state has already
initiated a criminal process,
why should there be a bar on
the media from reporting the
facts and progress of that pro-
cess? And how far can a court
go in protecting reputations
before it begins to shut down
legitimate scrutiny of public in-
stitutions?

The judiciary’s blind spot:

Courts are public institu-
tions. They exercise public pow-
erinthe name of the public. The
public therefore has a legitimate
interest not only in the final
judgment but also in how pro-
ceedings unfold, how orders are
framed, and whether justice is
moving fairly and promptly.

A gag order that incidentally
prevents reporting on these as-
pects can collide with the prin-
ciple of open justice.

That is not to say courts act
with bad intent. The concern for
fair trial, privacy, and dignity is
real and legitimate. Media trials
in India have often been reck-
less, sensationalist, and some-
times outright false. Judges are
right to worry about the impact
of irrespansible reporting on
pending cases. But concern
alone does not justify sweep-
ing remedics. The response to
bad journalism should be pro-
portionate accountability, not
blanket silence.

Targeted defamation action,
contempt proceedings where
appropriate and narrowly tai-
lored orders are better tools
than ex parte gag orders that
prohibit coverage for long pe-

the line into trial by broadcast.
In high-profile cases, accused
persons are treated as guilty
before any court has spoken.
Victims  are  re-traumatised
through invasive coverage. Al-
legations become facts by rep-
etition.

Celebrity cases make this
worse. Public curiosity, com-
petitive pressure, and social
media attention often push
journalists toward  spectacle
instead of restraint. The line
between reporting and enter-
tainment becomes dangerously
thin. In that environment, a
court’s fear of media excess is
not imaginary.

Mangli and Ashu Reddy
are not abstract legal subjects.
They are people with rights
to dignity, privacy, and the
presumption  of innocence.
The existence of an FIR does
not mean that every aspect of
their personal life becomes fair
game. There is a difference be-
tween reporting on criminal

riods, across the
entire life of a case. When the
remedy is broader than the
harm, the constitutional bal-
ance begins to fail.

‘The media isn't blameless:

A serious argument for
press freedom cannot rely on
the assumption that the media
is always virtuous. That would
be dishonest. Indian television
news, and increasingly digital
media, has repeatedly crossed

dings, which is clearly
in the public interest, and in-
truding into irrelevant private
details merely because a per-
son is famous,

This is where the medias
complaint about gag orders
is partly justified and partly
weakened by its own record.
The press is right to resist over-
broad restraints. But its moral
authority is reduced when it
refuses to acknowledge how
often it has abused freedom in

the first place.

A genuinely constitutional
approach must begin with a
strong  presumption against
prior restraint. Anyone seek-
ing a gag order should have to
show specific, imminent, and
irreparable harm that cannot
be addressed by less restrictive
means. That is a high burden,
and it should be.

‘The framework laid down in
R Rajagopal vs State of Tamil
Nadu remains highly relevant
here. The Supreme Court had
then drawn a meaningful bal-
ance between privacy and the
publics right to know, espe-
cially where public figures are
concerned. The principle is
simple but important: public
status does not erase privacy,
but privacy cannot be used as
a blanket shield against scru-
tiny of public acts. That bal-
ance is still workable, but it is
not applied as consistently as it
should be.

Procedure matters as much
as principles. Affected media
organisations should be heard
before gag orders are passed.
Ex parte restraints on pub-
lication are constitutionally
troubling because they silence
speech before any meaningful
contest over the facts or the law
can oceur. If restraint is truly
necessary, it should be specific,
limited, and time bound. It
should target only the material
that would directly prejudice a
fair trial, not impose a blanket
blackout on an entire case.

The media, in turn, must
strengthen its own standards.
Voluntary editorial restraint,
independent fact checking,
and seriousness about fair re-

porting are better than waiting
for courts to impose silence. If
the press cannot regulate itself,
it weakens its own case against
judicial overreach.

There is a deep paradox in
a judiciary that invokes the
rule of law to silence reporting

on how it enforces the rule of
law. There is an equally deep

paradox in a media system
that invokes the publics right
to know while trampling on

an individual’s right to dignity

and innocence.

Both paradoxes are visible
in Hyderabad. On one side are
courts trying to prevent preju-

dice, reputational harm, and
media excess. On the other are
journalists who see gag orders

asa threat to transparency and

public ~accountability. Both

concerns are real. Neither side

iswholly right. That is precisely
why a careful constitutional
balance is needed.

‘The danger is that the law in-
creasingly treats silence as the
safer option. But democracy
does not thrive on convenient

silence. It thrives on scrutiny, |
argument, and institutions that

can withstand public attention.

The judiciary should protect :
fair trial rights, but it should :

do so with precision, not broad
censorship. The media should

defend press freedom, but it |

should do so with discipline,
not sensationalism.
If that balance is lost, both

institutions weaken. The public |
gets less information and not :

more justice. And the constitu-
tional promise of free expres-

sion becomes a right honoured

in theory but narrowed in
practice.

(The writer is with The

Cholleti BlackRobe Chambers,
Hyderabad.)

ultimately :

with state-] could bridge
the gap between political success and everyday governance
outcomes. Only then can the tsunami truly reshape India
for the long term.

Prajesh Paramasivan, Neelambur-641048

Focus on timely release of emergency credit

APROPOS of “Turning credit into lifelines: Real test is in
implementation” (THI, May 8), the expanded credit sup-
port for MSMEs and airlines is timely, but its value will
depend entirely on efficient execution. In many cases, de-
serving firms lose out because procedures remain opaque
and approvals move slowly. Banks must be encouraged to
process applications with greater flexibility while main-
taining acc bility. Rural and 1t enterprises
also need clearer guidance on eligibility and documenta-
tion. Periodic public review of disbursal data, along with
prompt grievance redressal, would improve transparency
and ensure that emergency credit reaches businesses be-
fore financial stress deepens further.

Swathi Senthilkumar, Sulur

Emergency liquidity, a boon for MSMEs

PROPOS "Tummg Lredn into lifelines: Rea[ test is in
of the

Credit Line Guarantee Scham: is a timely intervention,
especially as MSMEs and the aviation sector grapple with
global supply disruptions and rising fuel costs. While the
financial outlay is significant, the success of this initiative
hinges entirely on the ground-level response of lending in-
stitutions, In the past, despite government guarantees, many
small-scale borrowers have faced bureaucratic hurdles or
hesitant bankers, who remain overly risk averse. To ensure
this credit reaches the “lifeline” stage, the government must
simplify the documentation process for rural enterprises
and establish a transparent grievance mechanism for those
facing arbitrary delays. Monitoring the end-use of funds is
necessary, but it should not become a bottleneck that defeats
the purpose of emergency liquidity. Swift, efficient disbursal

is what will help sustain jobs and stabilise supply chains.
K P Muthukumar, Chennai-53

Durable democracies need
competitive politics

HIS refers to thearticle “Narendra Modi: A Tsunami of

Change;" (THI, May 8). It presents a detailed account
of BJP’s electoral expansion over the past decade. The or-
ganisational reach, welfare delivery, and aspirational mes-
saging the author describes are real factors that explain the
party’s growth across previously resistant states, However,
describing any political leader as a tsunami, risks collaps-
ing the distinction between electoral success and demo-
cratic health. Strong nmndal:s are not the same as strong

India’s opp

of regional alternatives, and shrinking space for dissent are
equally part of this political story. Durable democmmes Te-
quire competitive politics, not p Vot-
ers have dearly responded to Modis leadership, Whether
the institutional framework that sustains democratic ac-
countability has kept pace with that electoral transforma-
tion is a question the article does not ask, which it ought
to have.

A Myilsami, Coimbatore-641402

thehansreader@gmail.com

IPL final shifted over alleged demand
for 10,000 free tickets: BCCI

BENGALURU: A major controversy has erupted after
BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia reportedly revealed that
the IPL final was shifted out of Bengaluru not because of
stadium capacity issues, but due to the state government’s
alleged demand for 10,000 free VVIP tickets.

The revelation has triggered sharp political reactions
and widespread anger among Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) fans, who were hoping to witness the high-
voltage final match at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium.

For the past few days, the Congress-led Karnataka
government had maintained that Bengaluru lost hosting
rights because of limited seating capacity at the stadium.
However, the latest statement attributed to the BCCI sec-
retary has exposed what critics are calling the “real rea-
son” behind the shift.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Law under scrutiny

Selection of ECI trio must be beyond reproach

MID aheated debate about the ole played by
the Election Commission of India (ECT) in the
Justconcluded West Bengal elections, the
very law governing the appointment of the
panel’'smembers is under judicial seruti-
ny. The Supreme Court is hearing arguments on a batch
of pleas challenging the validity of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, Inits March 2023 verdict, the Court had ardered
that the ECT's members be appointed on the advice of a
committee comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJT)and the Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
in the Lok Sabha — till a law was made by Parliament.
The law, which was eventually enacted in December that
year, excluded the CJI from the selection process; instead,
it included a Union Cabinet minister —to be nominated
by the PM —among the committee's three members.
It's obvious that thisarrangement givesanedgetothe
executive, represented by the PM and the Cabinet minis-
ter, whose recommendations will count even if the LoP
disagrees with them. Even as the ECI caltmues to be
under fire from the Opposition over the §)
Revision (SIR) of el 1 ralls in Bengal, it's imp
to devise a fair mechanism for these vital appointments.
The independence of the ECI is a constitutional
mandate. It can ensure freeand fair elections across the
country only if it is insulated from executive interfer-
ence. The Court has stated that its 2023 judgment did
not lay down norms for Parliament to frame the lawin
any particular manner. Thus, the onus is on the legisla-
ture to take theinitiative of amending the Act so thatno
questions ar doubts are raised about the appointment of
the Chief Election Commissioner and two Election
Commissioners, At stake is the ECI's credibility — and
alsothehealth of our electoral democracy. 'One Nation,
One Election’ can wait: the priority right now should be
to make the law loophole-free.

Drug deaths

NCRB data shows the net is only widening

‘T'may not give the entire picture and there isno
denying that drug overdose deaths often go
unreported, but the significance of the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data lies in the
insights it provides. Accarding to the latest
report, of the 078 drug overdose deaths reported
across India in 2024, Tamil Nadu accounted for 313,
followed by Punjab at 106. Punjab has shed the dubi-
ous distinction of leading the tally, but the situation
on the ground remains worrying. The number of
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The gloves are off in Punjab

TheBJPis certamly sharpemng its metaphonoal knives in the AAP-ruled state

A
THE GREAT GAME

HE Punjab BIP cele-

brated the victory in

the West Bengal elec-

tions in a fivestar

hotel in Chandigarh
on Friday evening, barely a day
after the Enforcement Direc
torate cracked down on three
Punjabi real-estate developersin
Mohali, just outside the garden
city. The two inddents are sepa-
rate but everyone also knows
they are connected. The new-
found confidence in the BJP
stems from what once was an
oft-repeated adage : What Ben-
gal does today, the rest of the
country does tomorrow.

And so, in the air, hangs the
question, “Is Punjab next?” It's
a question not just Punjab, but
all the country is asking. Cer-
tainly, the gloves areoff.

Let’s start with the map of
Indiathat has turned mostly saf-
fron in the last 12 years since PM
Modi took power. Except for
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab
inthe north, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Karnataka in the
south and Jharkhand in eastem
India, the rest of the country
today belongs to the BJP No
need to repeat how the domi-
noes have fallen.

We also know the BJP likes to
detail. In Bengal, the Special
Intensive Revision was thrown
into the “poriborton” mix of
caste and gender and religion:
alongside these pages, senior
Jjournalist Jayanta Ghosal writes
how the BJP decided to subdue
the “Jai Shri Ram" narrative it
has favoured elsewhere tofocus,
instead, on the anti-i

Dinesh Trivedi. former Ti-
namool Congress MP who
moved to the BIP five yearsago,
was sent to Dhaka as High Com-
missioner (a story broken by my
colleague Ujwal Jalal) — to
showcase its pro-Bengal intent.

The focus on Punjub hasbeena
long time coming. PM Modi visit-
ed Gurdwara Sachkhand Ballan
in February to mark the anniver-
sary of Sant Ravidas, revered by
the Sikh Ravidassia sect, while
the sect head was given a Padma
Shn in January — about 22 per
cent of the state’s Sikhs are Dal-
its. Haryana CM Nayab Singh
Saini's forays into Punjab in a
turban are well-known.

It seems the seven defector
AAP MPs who recently joined
the BJP will soon set up camp
in Chandigarh — their staffers
are already here. Even the ban-
quet for Vietnamese President
To Lam in Rashtrapati Bhavan
earlier this week was designed
by Punjab celebrity chef
Harpal Singh Sokhi (check out
his interview and food stories-
cum- rzclpes in The Trlbuuv)—
the menu f

ills associated with Mamata
Banenee. Even Bangladesh was
not spared in this “no stone to be
left unturned” strategy —

vaale aloo, Dal Amritsari, and
with a nod to Haryana, Hisar
bajra khichdi.

With speculation gaining

1=

FORMER ALLIES : llsclearmeshlmmanl Akali Dal andthe BJP need each other. r1i

Ihe BJP will atternpt
to fragment the Sikh
vote, inthe hope that

it can weansome
people away.

ground that elections in Punjab
will be held towards the end of
the year — Census operations
are likely to start by middle-Jan-
uary 2027, which means they

CM Bhagwant Mann is hitting
back at the Akali Dal — and
implicitly. the BJP — byupping
the ante against the 2015 sacri-
lege incidents that took place
when the Akalis-BJP were in
power. AAP will certainly fight
to keep Punjab, keenly aware it
is the only way it will still be
taken seriously as the third pole
in Indian politics. The recent
passage of the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026, is also
intended to whittle down the
incredible influence of the
SGPC (and therefore the Akali
Dal), which issues AAPcritical
statements every day.

Winning Bengal has certainly
pumped up the BJE And yet, as
Delhi's Lt Governor Taranjit
Sandhu — grandson of Teja
Singh Samundri, a blue-blood-
ed reformer of the 1920s Gurd-

can'toverlapwith the conductof  wara refarm movement and a
polls — the state BJP is mmm- fuunder member of the SGPC
lys ing its h d, as the BJP candi-
knives. It hasn't escaped any-  date for the Amritsar Lok Sabha

body’s notice that the ED
named the president of AAP
Punjab, Aman Arora, as being
linked with one of the realtors
raided on Thursday morning:
Oh yes, the gloves are off. The
BJP is targeting the ruling AAP.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

seat in mid-2024, that the pow-
erful Sikh peasantry wasn't
ready to let him into their vil-
lages, even to campaign. (He
had much better luck with the
Hindu communities.)

That big question remains,

even if much else has changed
these past two years. Are Pun-
jab’s Sikhs prepared to let the
BJP in today?

Or, perhaps, that's not the
right question, because it would
be follytothink the Sikhs arean
undifferentiated, holistic group
of people. The right question,
perhaps, should be : Howwill the
different Sikh communities, or
castes, vote? And will some Sikh
castesfommunities let BJP can-
didates in, more than others?

Certainly the BJP will attempt
to fragment the Sikhvote, in the
hope that it can wean some peo-
ple away, Talk of a BJP-Akali Dal
alliance, before or after the poll,
refuses to go away. despite
Home Minister Amit Shah's
announcement the BJP will
fightalone. It's dear the two par-
ties need each other — the
Akalis need the Hindu vote the
BJP can provide and the BIP
needs the Akali vote,

The big difference between
2024, when BJP-Akali Dal talks
fractured over which party
would get more seats in the Lok
Sabha polls, and now is that
most of the country today,
including big Bengal. has been
coloured saffron. In this sce-
nario, will Shah still be willing to
play second fiddle to Akali Dal's
Sukhbir Badal?

Where, you might ask. is the
grand old party in this political
melee? The interesting thing
ahout the Congress, which has
just dumped its old partner,
the DMK, in Tamil Nadu, and
won back Kerala on an anti-
incumbency Left vote, is that it
has a good chance of retaking
Punjab— if its various factions
can still come together and
hang together and woo the cit-
izenry in its favour (At the
moment, though, that seems
like a really tough ask.)

1t may well. then, be time for
Punjab to (tunelessly) hum the
Satinder Sartaaj twodiner :
Saanu saaniyaan visar gaiyaan
raavan ve/Kehre paase jaiye
sajana. All our paths seem to
have disappeared/What direc-
tion should I take now?

deaths has gone up from 89 in 2023, when the nation-
al tally was 654. What's more alarming, the drug net
iswidening. Himachal Pradesh reported 31 deaths, up
from 21, and Haryana three, from zero a year earlier.
Each death denotes a failure at many levels, most of
all the inability to prevent the supply lines and offer
de-addiction support at critical moments,

Similar to Punjab, the drug issue now dominates the
palitical discourse in Tamil Nadu. In 2021, the southern
stateled the national tally with 250 deaths of atotal of 737.
It managed 1o bring the numbers down sharply, but the

he vul bility. No region is safe. The

fight agamst drugs loses sting in the nhsence of relent-

less, i kdowns against the k ins, and

not just the peddlers. With a focus on supply reduction,

'.here is neghgﬂ:le policy push on demand reduction by
ddiction and offering i

Punjab has the second-highest NDPS Act crime
rate at 20 cases per lakh population and the fourth-
highest number of cases. Kerala tops the list in both
categories. It's an unfair assessment that the govern-
ments in Punjab have ignored the drug menace.
What's inescapable is that they have largely failed.
Clearly, the strategies are not working.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

THE TRIBUNE, SUNDAY, MAY 9, 1926

Mortality igst Hindus & Musli
THE report on the age distribution and rates of mortality
deduced from the Census returns of 1921 and previous enu-
merations is a document of great public impartance, It con-
tains a mass of interesting statistics, and for the first time
gives separate mortality figures for Hindus and Muslims. It
is stated that Muslims have lower mortality than Hindus at
all ages amongst both males and females in Bombay and
amongst males in the United Provinces; and at ages over
about 20 or 30 amongst males and females in Punjab and
Madras, amongst females in the United Provinces and
amongst males in Bengal. As against this, Muslims have a
higher death rate than Hindus at all ages amongst females in
Bengal. and at ages under about 29-30 amongst males and
females in Madras and Punjab, males in Bengal and females
in the United Provinces. At the vnunger ages, the rate of mor-
tality is lly heavier lims than Hindus,
but this proponnn is reversed in the case of the population
of older age. The report, however, explains that “Islam is
more of a proselytising creed than Hinduism and that con-

ly therelative impr in the longevity of Mus-
lims as age advances is probably not so pronounced as the
rates indicate, but is due partly to conversion to Islam.”
Female mortality is heavier than male mortality at all ages
amongst Hindus and Muslims in Punjab and amongst Mus-
lims in the United Provinces; at ages 50 or under amongst
Muslims in Bengal; at ages 45 or under amongst Muslims in
Bombay; at ages 40 or under amongst Hindus in Bombay.

The BJP is not dependent on a single individual, norisit tied to the apron strings of a family. — sl Biarivajpayee

Amotherfigure
in Tehran

Bibi, when she was just 11 years old. She once asked

Sahir Ludhi whowas very close tohis mother (Sar-
dar Begum), what defined and epitomised a woman. Sahir told
her that it was motherhood that encompassed a woman's
entire being. No wonder he wrote, “Aurat ne janam diya mar-
don ko, mardon ne usey bazear diyae (the woman gave birth to
men, but they pushed herinto the flesh trade).”

In the 1990s, a tall and elegant teacher named Aameeza
Andaleeb taught English tome ata school in Tehran, Elementary
English was offered as Iran had, and still has, a system of paral-
lel options for students even at the school level. Lopted for the
languages — Persian, Dari (Afghan variant of Persian), Arabic
and Pahlavi — right from the beginning and had to choose Eng-
lish mther late as my Benguh -speaking father insisted that 1
must leam at leasta thek at school.

Ms Asmeeza was also the Vice Principal. Since I looked dif-
ferent from Iranian students and my name sounded “un-
Islamic”, she asked me in English, “What is your name?" 1
replied after struggling to understand her question. She then
asked mein Persian about my background.

When I'told her in Persian that I was bornin Ireland, she was
flabbergasted. “Yet, you can't even understand hasic English!
This is strange!™ I told her that my father, a medical adviser,
hadbrought me to Tran when I was just two years okd.

“I will teach you English,"” she said. She hailed from an
elite family of Iran; her Shia father was a bureaucrat, while
her Sunni Muslim mother taught anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Tehran. Ms Aumeeza did her schooling in England
and the US; her family had a house in Hampshire, Her com-
mand of Persian and English was impeccable. She brought
books of elementary English and started giving me tuition.
Despite my beginner's awful English, she would patiently
correct my jumbled-up sentences.

Thoughadevout Muslim, she never asked me about my reli-
gion. When she came to know that I didn't follow any religion
and had no faith in God, she encouraged me to remain a good
human without any man-made faith or belief in a supernatu-
ral being. She exempted me from attending classes on Quran-
ic studies. She was herself'a non-denominational and non-sec-
tanan Mushmwithout a Shia/Sunni tag.

Ms Aameeza stayed in touch with me even when I was in
Indis and England. She would come to meet me in London,
where I was pursuing higher studies in Islamic theology and
the Persian mysticism of Rumi and Shams. Alas, she passed
away in 2016. I still remember her as a dear teacher, mentor
and motherfigure. There is, indeed. a mother in every woman,
regardless of her age, ethnicity and creed.

The writer is @ Pune-based columnist

r‘lﬂHE famous writer Amrita Pritam lost her mother, Raj

TN imbroglio worrisome

With reference to'Hung mandate': the edito-
ral rightly points out that ina democracy, the
majority must be tested on the Assembly
floor rather than through political assump-
tions or subjective de(:ﬁmns In the case u( a

THE EDITOR

Economic vigilance needed

Refer to Why the short-temm effect of West
Asia war is muted’; the article offers a percep-
tive analysis of how India has managed to
remain economically resilient despite rising
geupolmu.l turbulence in West Asia. Strong

hung ly, jonal

steady policy meas-

must act with neutmhly and lr:m;paren(y
Delayor confusion ininvitinga party or coali-
tionto form the government can create insta-
bility and weaken people's faith in di

ures and henlthy growth in manufacturingand
services have helped cushion the immediate
impact. However, this relative stability should
noth il India’

ic institutions. The past SC Court judgments

dearly emphasised the importance of floor

ws!.s m delemumng majority support.

Y 1 principlesis essen-

tial for maintaining the strength and credibil-
ity of Indian democracy.

SIA BY MAIL

imported crude oil continues to be a strategic

vulnembilny Thns moment calls for economic

prudence, di ion of energy

and a renewed thrust on self-reliance. In a

word increasingly shaped by uncertainty,

diplomatic balance and long-term economic
ight will remain indi ible. India has

Floor test the best remedy

Apropos of 'Hung mandate’; the editorial
rightly highlighted the importance of consti-
tutional morality in a hung Assembly situa-
tion. In a democracy, the true test of a majori-
ty should happen on the Assembly floor and
not through political assumptions or delayed
decisions by constitutional authorities. The
Governar's role must remain neutral and

displayed admirable resilience so far but sus-

tained vigilance will determine how effective-

ly the nation navigates future global shocks,
KAMALDEEP KAUR, PATIALA

Environmental awareness

Refer to ‘Coming up, bee corridars along
Delhi- K.nraewuv m;.m enwurugmg slep
as 1t indi

awareness in lhe country. Agmnsl lhe back-

Past from K k
nnd Gua dnar!y show that unnecessary delays
floor tests can polit-

tal instahility, defections and misuse ol'pu\\-

drop of car-
ried out fur building highways, the develop-
ment comes as good news. The NHAT's
endea\ uurw:l] goalong way in maintaining

ex A floor test is the faivest way to
public trust in democracy.
LUVNEET, BY MAIL

Institutions under siege

The BJP is playing a dangerous game in
Tamil Nadu by trying to undermine the fed-
eral structure of the Constitution. In Tamil
Nadu, the party does not want the TVK to
form a government with Congress suppart,
$0 it is pressuring Vijay to join hands with
the AIADMK. The BJP wants to piggyback

1 balance provided the project is
sincerely executed and efficiently main-
tained in the long run.

JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

Healthy political repartee

Refer to ‘Powerof humourin Haryana politics”;
witty conversations once made politics in
Haryana muore engaging and less aggressive. In
today’s political environment, debates often
become negative, personal and full of hatred.
Humour can w:dum pulmcnl tensions nnd help

on the AIADMK to gain a hold in the
South, where it has ligibl

publicina

h healthy debates

Such an attempt to manipulate the eleL
toral mandate through the office of the
Governor can set a disturbing trend. The
Opposition’s charge that various institu-
tions are being captured holds water.

ARUN HASTIR, GURDASPUR

d.nd public welfare rther than smadng anger

and division. Leaders candisagree with eachoth-

er while stll maintaining respect and dignity.

Demnu-»cy becumes stronger when political
in civil and

SABAT SIDDIQUI, BAREILLY

Latters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sert by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemall.com
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OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

ESPONSIBLE
sections of the
western  media
havereported that
ael has
deployed its Iron Dome and
Iron Beam antimissile
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UAE-Israel ties

Israel UAE ties, However, the
reasons lie deeper in history.
The implacable enmity
between Israel and Iran goes
back to the beginning of the
Khomeini Revalution in 1979.
In the past 47 years, Iran has
refused to recognise Israels
right to exist. That was a posi-
tion taken by all the Ambstates
until Egyptrecognised Ismad in
1978 under Anwar-us-Sadat, in
the Camp David Accords. The
Arab states considered it a sell-
aut, asdid Khomeini This was
different from the Shah of
Iran's approach to Isradd; the
Shahfled Iran in January 1979,
Khomeini returned 1o the

REUTERS

OPED

ourselves to be in the same
trenches with Ismel against
Tran” In the context of the
times, this wasa bombshell

While it was known that
Sheikh Zayed, UAE President
and Abu Dhabi ruler. as well
assome rulers of the six other
UAE sheikhdoms did not
have positive feelings for Iran,
the possihility of their making
common cause with Israel
against Iran had never been
contemplated in Delhi. Alitde
under three decades later,
Isruel and the UAE have
made common cause against
Tran and how!

The UAE has moved away in

have deeper historical roots

to chart its own path, but
OPEC+ countries will contin-
ue todominate the oil markets.
Tt is likely that the UAE will get
more elbow room for taking
independent dedsions on its
oil production, but it will have
to align itself on other issues
with OPEC +,

MBZ adopted a more liberal
social policy, allowing other
faiths to open their places of
worship. At the same time,
Dubai became one of the
world’s important financial
centres and developed its
tourism industry, In taking
these steps, the UAE aban-
doned the exclusivist

defences in the UAE during  country in February that year ~ MEDIATOR : The US brokered the normalisation of UAE-israel ties in 2020 with the Abraham Accords. its approaches to society and  approaches of Wahhabi Islam
this perod of intense armed  and soon ok it in his iron grip, diplomacy from other Amb  and moved in unprecedented
hostilities, currently paused. That system has continued Minister of State for Foreign Gulf and Iran-Gulf relations  Gulf states in recent years. A directions,
in the Gulf. Along with the under the VilayateFugih  Affairs (and now Foréign Min- were not on the agenda: there  substantial degreeofantipathy ‘While MBS has also softened
equipment, military person-  famework. ister) Abchullah bin Zayed con- was noneed forthemtobesa. has emerged between Saudi  the rigours of Wahhabism in
nel have alsobeen sentto the The UAEs animosity veyed an astonishing position After the Abdullsh-Gujral  CrownPrince Mohammedbin  society, he has not, and indeed
Arab Guifcountry, Thesesys-  towands Iran has historical o India’s then External Affairs meeting had gone onforsome  Salman (MBS) and  cannot, follow MBZ's exam-
tems have been sent, forthe  mots. It arose from the tmadi-  Minister IK Gujral. T know this time, afterdi hilat ibin Zayed (MBZ).  ple The Houseof Saudisin the
first time, by Israel ideits  tional cultural iliousness v and it would be eral tes, the former asked to  the curent Abu Dhabi ruler  vanguard of Wahhahism, Will
territories, Neither Israelnor  of Persians towards the Arab  timely to disclose it in more meet the latter alone All offi.  UAE seni ials h pes ME: dother Gulf nulers now
the UAE have denied the bedouin and the disdainwith  detail than he has done earfier. dals present, indudingme. left  ly complained that none of the  subfly preach that MBZ has
reports; hence, there is no  which the Shah treated them. Gujral visited Tehran and the chamber Gujral and other Amb Gulf statescame to  gone too far?
reasontodoubt theirveracity.  This was exhibited when he  decided to spenda fewhoursin Abdullah were together for theircountryssupport when it It is important that Indian
The US, under the Trump 1 occupied the Greater and the  Abu Dhabito meet his counter- around 20 minutes, Gujral was facing a fir higher degree  analysts in govemment and
administration, brokered the  Lesser Tunbs and Abu Musa  parton hiswaybadkto Delhi. In Itis H'h()l'l%’iL’,lllC(I for came out and looked troubled.  of missileanddrone attacksby  outside extend their study of
nomnalisation of UAEdsmeli  just days before the UAE was  Tehran, apart fram bilateral ies, e e ‘When some of the accompany-  Iran since the b ing ofthe  the Amb I to its theo-
tiesin 2020, Thiswasunderthe  formed in December 1971 The  he focussed on the situation in Indiato gi\ e ing officdials were alone with  present conflict. logical moorings, the tribal
rubricoftheAbrahamAccords.  Tunbs were disputed between  Afghanistan, where the Taliban g him and could talk to him in Thisis not far from the facts.  otsofits societies and polities
Under their agreement, Ismel  Iran and Ras al Khaimah and  had captured Kabul some five ])l‘lll]dl'\ loone confidence, they asked what Inakindof response,theUAE  and its intemecine quarrds
andtheUAE establisheddiplo-  Abu Musa between Sharjuh  months before his visit Arab peninsula had happened. left OPEC and OPEC+. Hav-  whichimpact the policies f its
matic, commeraal and securi-  and Iran. The Iranian action Both Iran and India along L His words are embedded in  ingth h largestoil reserves jes. The lesson fom
ty ties. Observers are tmcing  further embittered relations,  with Russia were assisting the state, asitis my memory He said that and producing over 3 million  these studieswill reveal that it
the deployment of the Iron  but the extentand persistence  anti Tuliban aliiance. While an d(li.l]gl()dll\ 3 Abdullah hud cautioned him  barrels perday of oil, the UAE  will be shartsighted for India to
Dome and the Iron Beam sys-  of negativity became dear  exchange ofviewson Palestine g on Iran and then had added  is a significant factor in the  give primacytoonestate asitis
tems to the normalisation of  when in early 1997, the UAEs  took place, the situation in the these words: “We can imagine  hydrocarbons world. It will try  daingtoday
The politics of voter lists How Bengal finally turned
softwarerather than throughphys-  from the electoral rolls. its core ideological themes; slo-  ry offers a parallel here. After the
ical verification by ECI staff, The ECI prescribed documents gans like*Jai Shri Ram”and Hin-  Nandigram firing, when con-
The software isdesignedtocheck  for identity proof that were not easi- dutva remained. But it recog- cems were raised with former
‘discrepancies’ defined by the ECL. Iy available with the voters in rural nised that these alone would not  Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
It refers to ‘discrepancies’ due to  areas. The short ime available did deliver success. In 2026, the BJP  tacharjee about the potential fall-
anymismatchinvoterinformation  not allow people to provide the shifted its central message to out, he had reportedly dismissed
—in the names of parents and vot-  papers. Even booth-level officersdid | “poriborton” (change), the possibility of defeat. Yet. the
ers, and 50 on. The software com-  not get suffidient time to verify all | "W‘ This shift was rooted in aread-  political tide turned swiftly A
AJAY K MEHRA paresthe current datawiththe 2002 the voters before the elections. This SENIOR JOURNALIST ing of the ground reality. ARter 15 similar overconfidence appeared
xclﬁglgbﬁ‘;’vEgE:Ewn records. The dise could hasi 1 the poll results, | years of Mamata Banerjee'srule,  to have crept into sections of the
include parent h The Uniong put allits the BJP sensed antiincumben- TMC leadership. Internal con-
implausible  age  differences  administrative resources in West STILL remember when cy. Issues such as erosion in the  flicts, issues during nominations
DIA'S electoral process, between voter and parent, having  Bengal to ensure the BJPS victory. Atal Bihari Vajpayee told  education system, allegations of and ongoing investigations by
which has not only sown the  more thansix progeny, adifference  The Union Home Minister person- me that although he had  corruption, districtlevel vio- Central agencies created an

seeds of participatory democ

racy but has also enabled

democaacy to flourish over
the past 74 years, has in recent
years witnessed attempts to modify
the system to the advantage of the
ruling party at the Centre.

‘Within two years of the electoral
setback suffered in the 2024 gener-
al election by the Narendra Modi-
led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), on govemment orders, the
Election Commission of India
(ECDintroduced the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR).

The ECI introduced logical dis-
crepancy as a new factor in the
SIR to check the voter lists to
allegedly modify them to the Cen-
tral govemment’s advantage, It
altered the processof the elections.

This desperate step was taken
by the BJP after its vote share
dropped to 36.56 per cent and its
Lok Sabhatally fell to 240 seats in
the 2024 general election. The
deep roots established by Mamata
Banerjee’s All India Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal, a thorn
in the flesh of the BJE had to be
removed.

No mechanism of Togical dis-
crepancy is mentioned in the Con-
stitution or statutory document. It
has never before been used by the
EClinany state. Logical discrepan-
¢y’ checks are conducted through

in address, etc.

Even the Supreme Court has
not given anyrelieftothe affected
voters. Its innovative idea of tri-
bunals dedding the matter could
not get the affected voters' names
back in the list.

Around 27 million voters'
names have been deleted from
the rolls, Th isfaulty

ally directed the security opera-
tions, The ECI carried out mass
transfers of West Bengal cadre offi-
cers, overriding the state govern-

ments administrative structure.
In their place, selected all-India
1; from BIPruled states

served as Syama Prasad
Mookerjee's private sec-
retary, he regretted that the BJP
had remained largely confined to
the Hindi heartland. He believed
that only when the party could

were posted. Over 25 lakh central
amned police forces personnel were

deployed. The West Bengal police

because it treats clerical mis-
takes, spelling errors and inad-
vertent spacing as grounds for
deleting genuine voters' names.
The SIR appeared on the elec-
taral scene before the Bihar Leg-
islative Assembly election in
2025. The process showed wide-
spread deletion of voters’ names

West Bengal elections
have raised questions
aboutthe integrity of the
electoral processand the
future of political
formations.

1 Capital of Finland (8)
5 Sharp blow (4)
9  Disprove (5)
10 Compliment

unduly (7)
11 Proved relisble by
experience (5.3.4)
In poor health (6)
Very great amount (6)
Most prominent
position (5,2,5)
Conceive (7)
Goodbye (5)
Sull (4)
Eventually (2.6)

1 Yesterday's Solution

mit,
neer.

! set, 17 Crunch, 19 Creep.

was not allowed to perform its
duties. The counting of votes was
entrusted to the imported Central
govemment employees.

Several procedural and opera-
tional discrepancies in the SIR
exercise have been pointed out by
leaders of the TMC and other
opposition parties. It led to the
removal of names of several vot-
ers, particularly of the Muslim
community,

These elections have raised
questions about the integrity of
the electoral process and the
future of political formations,
There have been allegations of
selective exclusions during the
SIR process, leading to a growing
trust deficit between the opposi-
tion parties and the ECI, which
opposition leaders accused of
favouring BJP candidates in West
Bengal. If the BJPs victory run
continues like this with the sup-
port of the ECL it threatens the
political and electoral processes.

DOWN

1 Swift rabbit-like
animal (4)
Open-minded (7)
Meanwhile (2,3,7)
Woman's long loase
dress (6)
Subsequently (5)
Wrong-headed (8)

& Fastidious (4,2,6)
12 Fine blue gem (8)
15 Severe defeat (7)

16 Bring about (6)

18 Angry (5)

19 Growing luxuriantly (4)

e

~o

Across: | Hard times, 8 Quash, 9 Connive, 10 Warren. 11 Her-
2 Implicit. 15 Dialogue, 18 Swuck, 20 Tip-off. 21 Pio-
22 Rogue, 23 Take shape.

Down: 2 Atone, 3 Dynamo, 4 Inviting, 5 Squall. 6 Caprice, 7
Think tank, 11 Head start, |3 Prestige, 14 Rampage, 16 Off-

bl itself as a truly pan-
Indian force, especially in a state
like West Bengal under Left
rule, would that regret fade,
Years later, Vajpayee’s aspiration
appears to have been realised.

The BJPs early breakthroughs
in Kolkata were symbolic but sig-
nificant. When the party won just
two wards in the Kolkata MC
elections, Jyoti Basu was the CM.
LK Advani had remarked from
Delhi, "Kolkatamein BJP ka kha-
tae khul gapa hai”

Fast forward to today, and
under the leadership of Naren-
dra Modi and Amit Shah. the
BJP has turmed what once
seemed impossible into reality.
This transformation was gradual
and strategically crafted. Evenin
2021, the BJP had made a major
leap, increasing its vote share
and jumping from just three
MLAs to 77 in the Assembly.
That established the party as a
serious contender. The lessons
from 2021 were crucial. Through
a process of trial and error. the
BJP altered its approach for
2026. The party did not abandon

lence, syndicate culture and
extortion had created wide-
spread dissatisfaction.

The kind of lumpen elements
that had once infiltrated the Left
regime seemed to have found
space within the Trinamool sys-
tem as well. Industrial stagna-
tion and repested missed oppor-
tunities  further intensified
public frustration.

The BJP framed its campaign
not just as a leadership change
but as a broader transformationof
Bengal, promising to restore its
lost glary as a centre of intellectu-
al and cultural renaissance.

On the other side, Mamata
Banerjee appeared to have
underestimated the depth of
anti-incumbency. Political histo-

For the first time since
1977, apan-Indian party
managed to
meaningfully engage
with Bengal's regional
identity.

atmosphere of unease,

Despite this, defeating Mamata
Banerjee was never going to be
easy. One key factor was the
Muslim vote, which constitutes
roughily 306 of the electorate.
The BJP had realised that unless
this vote was fragmented. it
would be difficult to defeat the
Trinamool. The EC said the
names of Bangladeshi infiltra-
tors and bogus voters would be
deleted through the SIR, which
appeared to benefit the BJR

Women, tradtionally, a support
base for Mamata, were another
critical constituency. The BJP
attempted to make inroads by
highlighting issues of women's
safety and leveraging Modi's out-
reach among female voters.

The consolidation of Hindu
votes also played a decisive role.
At the same time, the party tried
to soften its image among Ben-
gali bhadralok. Another major
shift was in welfare politics. Ear-
lier, the BJP had criticised Tri-
namool’s dole-based approach.
But in 2026, it matched, and in
some cases exceeded, those
promises. Equally important was
the party’s approach to Bengali
identity politics. For the first
time since 1977, a pan-Indian
party successfully engaged with
Bengal's regional identity.
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Managed Survival

he recent vote in the British House of Commons was
never just about whether Prime Minister Keir Starmer
would face an inquiry. It was a test of something less
visible but more consequential: the durability of
authority in a governing party still defining itself in power. On
paper. the outcome looks decisive. A clear majority of MPs
rejected the push for an inve: ion into statements,
surrounding Peter Mandelson's diplomatic appointment. In
practice, however, the episode reveals a leadership that is intact,
but increasingly conditional.
Governments typically treat such parli

The detritus of democracy

Intheweeksleadinguptothe
Jinalvote, thelandscapeof West
Bengalwastransformedbya
delugeofcampaignmaterial.
Frommassivecutoutstothe
disposableplatesused atrallies,
the ‘use-and-abandon’culture
ofcampaigninghasreacheda
breakingpoint. These
materials, predominantly
madeaofpolyvinylchloride
(PVC)andnon-biodegradable
synthettcs, donotsimply
whenther

Itsare

PV

as procedural irritants. This one was different. Thc scale of
internal management required to secure the result ~ ministerial
lobbying, senior party figures intervening, and the mobilisation
of MPs who might otherwise have stayed away ~ suggests that
party discipline cannot be taken for granted. When a leadership
must expend disproportionate effort to win a vote it was always
expected to win, the signal is unmistakable: authority is being
negotiated, not exercised.

More telling still is the character of dissent. The number of
MPs willing to break ranks was not large enough to threaten the
outcome, but i it was sufficient to puncture the illusion of
jections were not framed as routine rebellion
but as questions of institutional integrity ~ about whether the
executive can mark its own homework when scrutiny becomes
inconvenient. That language matters. It shifts the argument
from partisan manoeuvring to constitutional principle, where
reputational costs accumulate more quietly but endure longer.

The government's decision to whip the vote aggressively
reflects a rational calculation shaped by recent political
‘memory. Parliamentary inquiries have become unpredictable
theatre, capable of reshaping narratives and careers. Avoiding
that risk is defensible.

Yet the method carries its own price. A leadership that leans
heavily on procedural control to Suppress scrutiny risks
appearing defensive, even when it is substantively confident of
its position. Over time, that perception can erode the informal
authority that modern prime ministers rely on more than
formal majorities.

There is also a deeper strategic misalignment at work. For a
government elected on promises of competence and ethical
clarity, recurring dl:pules over process and transparency are
not peripheral irritants; they cut to the core of its politit
identity. Each re-emergence of the issue reopens a question the
leadership would prefer settled: not whether rules were
technically followed, but whether the spirit of accountability
was upheld. This episode underscores a broader unease:
political authority today depends less on numbers, more on
trust that cannot be whipped.

The immediate crisis has passed. No inquiry will proceed,
and legislative business will continue. But the residue of the
episode lingers in less visible ways ~ in strained backbench
relations, in a more watchful parliamentary party, and ina
narrative that opponents can revive with ease. Survival, in this
instance, has been carefully managed. Authority, however, has
been incrementally diluted.

Hormuz Limits

resident Donald Trump’s abrupt decision to pause

“Project Freedom” barely 50 hours after launching it

says less about diplomacy than about the changing

nature of power in West Asia. The episode exposed a
reality Washington has long resisted admitting: even the world’s
strongest navy cannot fully control a strategic chokepoint when
the weaker adversary has mastered disruption rather than
direct confrontation.

The Strait of Hormuz is not merely a narrow waterway
between Iran and the Gulf monarchies. It is the central artery of
the global energy economy. Nearly one-fifth of the world's oil
and gas passes through it. Any sustained instability there
immediately affects insurance markets, shipping costs, energy
prices, and investor confidence across continents. That is
precisely why Iran does not need to formally blockade the strait
1o exert pressure. Fear itself becomes a strategic weapon.

The United States entered the crisis with the assumption that
naval escorts, destroyers, and overwhelming military visibility
would reassure g,lobal shipping. Instead, the opposite
t d.C traffic continued to decline,
insurers remained unconvinced, and fresh attacks and
explosions kept occurring despite the American deployment.
‘The lesson was stark. Modern maritime conflict is no longer
decided solely by fleet strength. It is shaped equally by
uncertainty, deniability. and economic psychology.

Iran appears to understand this transformation better than
its adversaries. Tehran has spent years developing asymmetric
leverage through drones, fast attack craft, regional proxies, and
calibrated threats that stop short of triggering full-scale war. Its
objective is not military victory ag.unsl the United States. It is to
make i pensive and politically
unpredictable, Prcmdcm T rumps retreat therefore carried
strategic significance beyond the immediate crisis.

‘Washington publicly framed the pause as an opportunity for
negotiations, but the timing suggested something deeper: a
recognition that escalation in Hormuz carried risks the United
States itself could not fully manage. A pmlonged na\'a] slandon

ed. Theylingerinthe
soil, clogthearteries of ourcities,
andreleasetoxicleachatesthat
poisontheverylandthe
candidatesseektorepresent

he democratic exercise in India is

often described as a festival, a

vibrant spectacle of participation

that defines the nation's spirit. Yet,
as the curtains fall on the recent Assembly
elections in West Bengal. the visual reality
on the ground tells a much darker story.
The fervor of the campaign trail has left
behinda s "

streets choked with torn PVC banners, parks
littered with synthetic party flags and
drainage systems gasping under the weight
of single-use plastics. What should be a
moment. of civie pndL hasonce ag,un deml\m
into.
failure to reconu[e our polmcal pmnesscs
with the urgent dema fer

of Waste Mamgemr:nt f\u' md Waler

malaise within lhe I'\wpu d

nNits We

(ISWMAW. id

of this crisis. In a state llke West Bengal,

with 294 Assembly constituencies, the
. o Pl N

is thought to generate approximately 10
tonnes of banner waste and several tonnes

as a cost of doing business. Whll:: elections
are the cornerstone of the republic, they
cannot continue to function as an exemption
from ecological responsibility. The current
model of ag.gresslve outdoor advermlno is

to the ‘Swachh Bharat’ ideals that many of
these parties champion in their manifestos.
True leadership involves not just winning
an election but ensuring that the victory
does not come at the expense of the
mnsulumcy 's future health.

of synthetic flags. When combined with the

relicof the past,

ly, urban local bodies need

nearly 2,352 tonnes of single-use plastics
and catering waste generated during
political gatherings. the total statewide
burden nears 7000 tonnes.

Thisis not merelya localized nuisance;
it is a massive, concentrated injection of
non-recyclable waste into an already
strained municipal systenw. Despite the
implementation of the Solid Waste

in an era defined by climate volatility and
ity The firanc

to be empowered wnh IJ]L infrastructure to

. We must

burden of this cleanup falls
squarely on the shoulders
of local bodies, diverting
precious tax revenue and
manpower from essential
civicservices like healtt

move toward an integrated strategy where
election materials are viewed as a resource
rather thanaliability. Successful waste-to-energy
models seen in cities like Visakhapatnam
provide a ruadmap By establishing a

fstakeholdersincluding NGOs,

and L\lucduun to deal with

recycling firms, and municipal authorities,
i at the

sustainability.

The sheer volume of waste generated
during these polls is difficult to ignore. In
the weeks leading up to the final vote, the
landscape of West Bengal was transformed
by a deluge of campaign material. Every
electric pole, flyover, and village square
became a canvas for political messaging,
The visibility was unprecedented. so also
the footprint. From massive cutouts to the
disposable plates used at rallies, the
‘use-and-abandon’ quuxeoﬂndxancnmwgmg

and
atest

Management (SWM) Rules of 2026, behind  poll ials can be
which mandate stricter handling by BISWAL by wealthy political ~source. Recyclables can be fed back into the
bulk generators, the chaotic transition machineries. cconnmy,wlnh men.m'unmgnun rLC)L]ﬂl)]e
from campaigning to governing often  Thewriterisa Addressing this requires ived
leaves these regulations in the dust. formercollege  afundamental shift in how luel (RDF) to generate energy. This circular

The public health implications of this ~ Principaland ~ we perceive the ‘greenness’  approach would :lgmhcame reduce the
negligence are severe. As the monsoon Founder of Mnurdenwcmucmummm.s. landfill burden md mrn a post-| poll crisis
seasonapproaches, thediscarded plastic ~ Supporting The Election C intoan
and flex boards become primary culprits Shoulders of India (ECI) must evolve Ultimately, the s hl of tattered fla
inurban flooding, arecurring nightmare from a body that merely plastic plalcs mlungm our gutters i
for the residents of Kolkata and 1[s monitors speeches and  ofour

ling districts. When drainage pendi h: dits th i Wcu:umou.launu)hedrlsmgglobdlpower

areblocked by synthetic debris, the resulting
waterlogging becomes a breeding ground
for vector-borne diseases.

Furthermore, the desperation to clear
these ‘mountainous’ piles often leads to the
worst possibleoutcome: open burning. Wlkn

footprint of the electoral process.

Just as there are limits on campaign
expenditure, there must be a ‘waste budget’
or a mandatory shift toward biodegradable
alternatives. The ECI has the authority to
mandale (hal allbannersbe madc of cotton

14 OUT MOSL SaC
progesa to leave behind a toxic legacy. As
India pushc& Lowarcl its net-zero godls the
electoral
with these national aspirations.

Thcumc for half-| humcd dppt.a]ﬂ JOF grecn

PVC and treated fabrics are
they release dioxins and furans, highly

has reached abreaking point. Tk

carcinogenic »sphere,

predominantly made of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) and non-biodegradable synthetics,
do not simply disappear when the results
are announced. They linger in the soil, clog
the arteries of our cities, and release toxic
leachates that poison the very land the
candidates seek to represent.

Research from the International Society

s Karusioou Postfl

exacerbating the respiratory crisis in an
dLread\, pulluud region. The Hooghly River,

1that single-ust
pla%uc be banned from political rallies.
Penalties for non-compliance should be
significant enough to deter even the most
well-funded paruLs

soluuons that huld every candidate and
party accountable for the debris they leave
behind. Only when we ensure that our
democracy is as clean as the ballots we cast
can we truly say that we are building a
future worth voting for. If we fail to act now,
the next election will simply add another
layer to the mounting waste, burying the
promlsc of a cleaner, greener India under a

fthestate, ly receives Politicalf i li
thmnuiIu this i . In an age of digital
and devastating aquatic i the reliance on physml
thousands of people deand on for thur non-bi clullcr is
livelihoods. A i ligital

This crisis is a reflection of a deeper bl d; lized llect

of plastic.

Choreography of chaos, mediocrity of middle class

tisentirely possible that when peaceful
protestors turned violent, breached
the police barricade, and began to
storm the Parliament building on
September8,2025,a few security personnel
ard panicked.
bsequent indiscriminate firing,

watched with studied indifference and
thefirefighting vehicles ofthe Katt 5
Metropolitan City remained confined to
their shelters.

Across the country, jails were breached

President to hold talks directly with the

army. Based on the whims of a Discord

such u\crbnarmg, ml‘lucme lhdl they

chatroom poll, an extra-constitutional

had the Pratinidhi Sabha dissolved to
ensure a free hand in governance.

may well have been the opening act of a
Chartreuse Revolt that was

reshape laws, polici
for their partisan benefit.

Inthat sense, legitimate state capture
is an oxymoron. Yet there are ways o

Weapons were luolcd from A Member No regime change is complete  circumvent established traditions, and
police posts. Qcm without the cosmetic veneer of dn the ethnonational chieftain of Kh: a,
and mduclml ouileu. were election. In Pakistan, th KhadgaP Sharma Oli, per&clcd the

fedinfl i ‘doctrine of necessity"is peri '\[ly method that ulti his

rather than premeditated.

However, the loot, arson, lynching and
mayhem on the fo]luwmg day were far
Loo\w!] di

set fire to hotels with guests
and staff still trapped inside.
,allﬁ for help to the police

crs were met w lth the tcrse,
W

resurrected to provide post-facto
legitimacy and elections are held to

downfall.
SharmaOlidemonstrated thatacaptured

provide a political face for the
Deep State.

state may still maintain the facade of
elections, independence of courts and

to be di d as a mere p of
public rage. Almost five dozen people,
including at least three police officers,
were Killed, some burnt aliv
The primury seats of theexecutive, the

y

tactical training rather than organicanger.
Total anarchy reigned on the streets on
September 9, while the Nepal Army

have beeninstructed to prmecl weaponry,
if possible, but to flee for their lives if
necessary.”

Then, the pattern began to emerge.
‘The Nepal Army started to call the shots,
insisting that the prime minister resign
before he could be helicoptered to safety.
On the commanding advice of the mayor
of the capital city, agitators bypassed the
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Turncoats

Sir. The BJP leaders from West Bengal
claim the party will notadmit TMC turncoats
or opportunists. Hmvcvc closer look at

could have sent ol prices soaring,
on Gulf energy and pulled the US into another opcrrcndcd
West Asia conflict at a moment when American strategic
attention is increasingly divided between Europe and the
Indo-Pacific.

The contradiction inside the American response was also

revealing. Senior officials described the operation as evidence of

decisive global leadership even as the White House quietly
stepped back from sustaining it. Such re Is weaken
deterrence because allies and adversaries alike begin to
distinguish between rhetorical dominance and operational
endurance. What emerged from the Hormuz episode was not
an image of American collapse.

The United States remains the only military power capable of
rapidly projecting force into the Gulf. But the crisis
demonstrated that twenty-first century geopolitical influence
depends less on overwhelming superiority and more on the
ability to shape uncertainty at low cost. That is the
uncomfortable balance now defining the Gulf: America still
controls escalation, but Iran increasingly controls anxiety.

ound realities in West Bengal
suggesls that llk situation is far more
igh mdmte

A jority of Asser
in the state, the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
booth-level organisation remains relatively
weak and, in many areas, still ina formative
stage. While the party may have achieved
significant electoral success, it would be
inaccurate to attribute this outcome solely

o Aestbyany hoarit

level. Therecent electoral verdict appears to
rulleu a bmdder spunlantuuk and

While initi; from
party leaders indicate an awareness of lh:s

Recently,even B S.
In the pedestrian world of logic, once is
chance and twice is coincidence. By the
third iteration, the observer identifies a
pattern. But in the choreographed chaos
of elected authoritarianism, a fourth
occurrence suggests something far more
sinister: A premeditated method carefully
masked as madness.

In political terms, state capture’ describes

authority of

Theseinstitutions can be manipulated
through dexterous coalition-building,
adroit co-optation of critics, division of
spoils and mobilisation of an aggressive
propaganda machinery. However, as the
adage goes. power corrupts, absolute
power corrupts absolutely and extreme
power ultimately corrodes the character
of the captor.

with the unheard outery of the Benga
The nu.mber of seats won by the BJP

concern, the real test will lie in t

wu‘.h caution into effective mechanisms at
leveltopreser

integrity and discipline.

Ultimately, the coming months will reveal
whether the BJP can successfully transform
its electoral gains into a stable and credible
grassroots presence across West Bengal.

Yours, etc., Manas Mukhopadhyay,
Chinsurah, 7

Landslide

Sir, The results of the assembly poll in
West Bengal have scripted alandslide victory
for the BJP. The poll debacle for TMC s not

for chame shaped by a range of socio-
political [auom

Efforts to rapidly expand organisational
reach must be undertaken with caution.
‘Therisk of opportunisticinfiltration, driven
by shifting political loyalties, cannot be

only d but a tectonic shift in
the political priorities of the state.

The overconfidence and arrogance of

Y i i daotaral

Cles

tof
outcome. The pervasive unemployment,
leashed atrocities, ac ied by cut

identity-driven
polarisation rather than welfare schemes.
The people of Bengal will witness the
“double engine” government after nearly
fivedecades. Thed

ieni ingi deties
intoa nannnzl 1 fr without
making it feel a‘(lem.ﬂly imposed. That is
not easy politics.
But the cdllorla] is right to flag what gets

normali cess. When

bedded

the collective aspirations of people.

The fifteen vears of misrule have ended
with an incumbent chief minister refusing
to submit resignation which also justifies
the requirement for the transition.

The upcoming years will tell how BJP
reshapes the trajectory of the political and
socio-economic landscape and its intent to
rule Bengal.

Yours, etc., Dr. Kushal Bose,
Kolkata, 7 May.

Assam

Sir. This refers to the editorial “Sarma
Modd (May 8). The \asam vudla raises
ot

money and threat culture, deeply resonates

epaper.thestatesman.com

What Mr Sarma has achieved is genuinely

in mainstream strategy, the costs are borne
quietly by minority communities whose
political representation steadily shrinks.
l‘heupposmun uﬂurewaap.nrtly:,lr.mglc
»Imhrmu i against
~but:

’lhcre is no reason why regional identity
politics cannot be reclaimed on moreinclusive
terms. Other northeastern states have
managed it.

The real concern is replicability. If this

see ethnicity and religion

fused into a single electoral logic, which

makes course correction considerably harder
over time.

Yours, etc., S M Jeeva,

Chennai, 7 May.
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‘India worst hit by conflict’

Tk ionsofthe West
r ‘Asiu conflict are i

shipping, and

the global economy at a
structural level, exposing

insurance is being repriced in real
time.

vulnerabilities in energy security,
supply chains, fiscal stability, and Q: OPEC+ is balancing output
geopolitical finance. management with geopolitical
Fordecads assumed At what point do the
couldt
finance, naval power, and i
‘Today, chokepoints like the Strait of ~ long can that tightrope hold?

Hormuzand the lhxi&,ummm*mn;.
lhomsclvc«aﬂlu,y economic \"mahlc\
affectin, input

A: They do not face a clean binary
huwecn economics and politics: they
face a h hy of constraints. In

prices. and investment flows.
The global economy now faces a
new reality: shocks are no lonﬂer

normal times, Gulf producers can
calibrate volumes, prices, and diplomacy.
In war conditions, physical logistics

transientbut

cartel strategy. OPEC+ has

In an exclusive interview w1Lh Arti
Bali, Dr John Sfakianakis, Chief
Economist of the Gulf Research Center
in Rivadh, and Fellow at Chatham
House in London, explains how this
conflict is accelerating a shift toward
afragmented. resilience-driven global
economic order.

Q:Howisthe West Asiaconflict

limited room to raise supply, and a
prolonged Hormuz disruption could
remove 13-14 million barrels per day -

farbeyond spare capacity. Saudi Arabia
has rerouted exports via Yanbu, raising
flows to about 4.6 million b/d against
a § million b/d capacity, but that is a
workaround. The pointat which Gulf
states must “choose” is therefore the
pm.m atwhich physltal security risks

exceed

reshaping the global
beyond oil prices and shipping
disruptions? What deepershifts
are being overlooked?

A: The deepest shift is not simply
higher oil prices: it is the return of
geography as a binding economic
variable. Forthree decades, the, glolu]
economy was builtontt

theeconomicbenefits of tighter markets.

‘This balance can hold only so long
as escalation remains below the
threshold of sustained strikes on

priceshocks. Japanis highly exposed
and is already using reserves and
adjusting its energy policy.

ASEAN is the quiet stress point
duetoweaker buffers and highimport
dependence. The first-hit sectors are
aviation, chemicals, fertilizers, refining,

targets sectors central to the Gull’s
diversification push. Therisk to Vision
2030is notimmediate collapse, buta
scenario where Saudi Arabia gains
hydrocarbon wealth while diversification
tlier, more securitised,

shipping,and fuel-sensitive

safety net. The

markets Financially, inflation expectations
nse‘ hpl‘r..ldb \vukn and yields climb,

The real a y is not crude
alone;itis LPG and household inflation.
Around 60 per cent of India’s LPG
consumptionisimported,and roughly
90 per cent of those imports come
from the Middle East. Nearly 60 per
cent of LPG is imported, largely from
the Middle East, prompting price
hikes, higher domestic output, and
alternative sourcing from the US,
Russia, and Australia.

On remittances, the vulnerability
is meaningful but less absolute than
a decade ago: RBI-linked reporting
indicates India received about USD
1187 hillionin remittancesin FY2023/24.
with the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) share down to about 38 per
cent, even though the UAE alone still
accounts for roughly 19.2 per cent. So
the Indian economy is less hostage to
Gull' rcmi\lancus than before, but

xposed.

bypass infrastructure - Yanbu, the
East-West pipeline, Fujairah,ormajor
desalination-power complexes. Once

that finance, insurance, and na dl
power could cheaply neutralize
geography. That assumption is now
breaking down. Roughly one-fifth of
global oil supply and seaborne LNG
ally moves through Hormuz,
including almost half of Asia’s ol
imports and about one-quarter of its
LNG imports.
Disruptions now extend beyond
crude to fertilizers, petrochemicals,
and refined fuels. The shockis migrating

the political imperative of regime and
infrastructure security overrides
production economics.

India’s deep energy ties and Gulf
remittances make it vulnerable to
prolonged West Asia conflict, while
Chinaand ASEAN are better positioned
toabsorb sustained energy. fiscal, and
supply chain shocks due to stronger
buffers and diversified linkages.

Indiais vulnerable, but not helpless.
Oncrude,the Ind.l.m government puts

from “energy markets” intoindustrial  dailyc at 1hnm<<m-ll- n
inputs, food costs, freight, insurance, barrels. 1
benchmarkintegrity,and balance-sheet 40 countries, and about 70 per cent

risk. Western commentary remains
too fixated on Brent headlines; the
more consequential story is that the

of crudeimports are currently sourced
from routes outside Hormuz, up from
roughly 55 per cent earlier.

On the fiscal side, the strain is
already visible: The excise cuts on
petrol and diesel cost roughly Rs 70
billion per fortnight gross, with a net
hit ofabout Rs 55 billion after offsetting
export taxes. So, India’s strength is
diversification and administrative
agility;its weakness is thata prolonged
conflict quickly becomes an
inflation-fiscal i problem

forcingimpx jes, subsidies,
or alternative sourcing. The Western
lcndcnw is to ask whether can
hesharper question is whether

system is designed for adjustment,
not chronic geopolitical stress.

Q: Central banks fought

100 YearsAgo

Front page of The Statesman
dated 09 May 1926

post-C
How much of that progress is

Asiais now being pushedintoamore  new at risk from this conflict,
expensive energy transition by force  and have the Federal Reserve
rather than by design. (Fed) or European Central Bank

(ECB) modeled West Asiadownside

Q:HowareEgypt,Jordan,and  risks?

L prolong ] progressis not reversed
conflict,andistheinternational  butisexposed to second-round risks.
safety netsufficient? The ECB has explicitly modeled adverse

A: This is a layered supply shock,
not just an oil-price spike. Kharg
dominates Iran'sexports, sodisruption
there could sharply cut output. More
critically, Hormuz carries about 20
mby/d of oil - mostly to Asia. Over 90
percentofthosecrudeand condensate
exports normally go east of Suez.
where they account for about 35 per
cent of refinery crude supply. Strains
are already visible in shipping costs,
refinery runs, and fuel markets. The
real risk isn't just volatility but
:mnﬂmkmsmsmpuonmhmdmm

scenarios: inflation could be almost
three percentage points higherin 2027,
with weaker growth through 202627
iftheshock persists, Euro-areainflation
has already risen from 19 per cent to
2.5 percentrecently. The Fed remains
more confident, but risks remain if
energy and freight costs feed into
expectations.

Thekey limitationin Western central
banking is not technical modeling of
shocks, but underestimating their
persistence and geopolitical nature.

OCCASIONAL NOTE

STRIKE news comes in abundantly, but the
general impression it leaves is that matters are
muchas they were except that the first surprise
being over authority is improving its grip of
the situation. There is more said about street
rioting, but that presumably is because street
incidents are news for the cables, whereas the
quiet behaviour of the bulk of the nation is
regarded as a matter of course. The distribution
of food is being carried out efficiently and
transport is improving. Some London hospitals
unfortunately have been denied electricity
contrary to promise. There appears to be some
talk about intimidation but it has not yet been

necessary (o call on troops except to guard a
numberof vital spots. The government’s weakest
move seems to have been its emergency

logistics, andinfrastructure theglobal icord

- making this less like a 1973-style  resilie 1 newspaper;
barg Imoreacascading sys! is in West Asia, orare

shock. we at aninflection point? theangry talk of

Q Does prolonged regional
accelerateor!

Saudi Arabia’s Vision

rather than just an energy problem.

Q:Whyis Indiamore vulnerable
toaprolonged West Asiaconflict
than China and ASEAN?

A: Asia absorbs the shock uneve_nly.
India is most exposed as ener;
inflation quickly feeds into pric
budgets, and households. China is
more buffered in the short term due
to domestic production, pipeline
imports,and scale, thoughit still faces

2030 diversification away from
oil?

A: Both, but on different time
horizons. In the short term, higher oil
prices provide Saudi Arabia with
revenue, cash flow, and fiscal space.
Inthe medium term, prolonged conflict
threatens key sectors of Vision 2030
- tourism. logistics, project finance,
aviation, industry. education, and
investor confidence.

[ran’s pressure strategy increasingly

A: The system can absorb a short
conflict, but not prolonged, repeated
chokepoint disruptions without
structural change. BIS (Bank for
International Settlements) and IMF
(International Monetary Fund) analyses
show rising volatility, tighter financial
conditions, and weaker growth from
theshock. Theorderis not collapsing,
but evolving toward redundancy,
diversification, and greater state
intervention. The shift is less about
rupture and more about a change in
the nature of globalization - from
efficiency-driven to resilience-driven.

BJP government must realise Tagore

he swearing-
in of Wes
Bungalq first

P

go\crnmem
TUHINA.SINHA Rabindra Jayant
merely symbolic politics. It is a
civilisational correction.

For far toolong, Bengal - the cradle
of India’s intellectual and spiritual
renaissance - was governed by regimes
thatseemed deeply disconnected from
the very ethos that once made the
state a cultural torch bearer. The
significance of a BJP government
taking oath on the birth anniversary
of Rabindranath Tagorelies precisely
inthis: Bengalis attempting torediscover
its soul. Bengal is the land of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, who challenged
socialevilsthrough enlightened reforms.
It is the land of Ramakrishna
Paramahamsaand Swami Vivekananda,
who infused India with spiritual
confidence and national awakening.
The land of Tagore, whose poetry
elevated freedom from a political
aspiration to a civilisational ideal.

\c.nmduMamumB.mencu Btn.é,dl

The post-poll violence of 2021
remains one of independent India’s
darkestl BJPworkers

Bengal voters have now

from Bengal

”lhc BlPs pohlm m Bengal is

were hunted, homes torched, women
assaulted and entire villages terrorised

lin restoring
dignity to ordinary citizens, ensuring,
equal protection under law and

capital while Bengal itself

’s vision

fear, political violence and cynical
towardsself-confidence,

under pOllllCdl misrule.
lisation that once produced

because
the ruling party. Bengal ceased to be
a demuuz\c\ OV emed by law and

casingly becamea territory controlled
through fear.

The TMCecosystem did notmerely
tolerate criminality, it politically
weaponised it.

Nothingexposed this dcgcmrauon
morebrutally than Sheikh

reconnecti with industrial decline,

values. Theideological battle in Bengal wlldpsmg institutions and shrinking

was never simply electoral, it was  aspirations.

moral and cultural. The new BJP government inherits
Underthe TMC; cormuption ibility: toreverse

became an i ble institutional  thi lineand script Bengal’s

culture. Coal scam moncy dlkgcdl\

enterprise and civilisational pride.
The task ahead is undeniably
challenging, Decades of decay cannot
he rc\ersed merm{.,hl. Bul history
iesamoment

there is criticism from diver:

quarters not all of which can be dismissed

sappointed men. The anxiety
of the strike leaders to persuade the public
that a general strike is not a blow at the public
is marked, and Sir John Simon’s opinion that
what they are doing is illegal will incre
their uneasiness. In one sense the strike is a
success. The men have generally obeyed the
order to strike and to show no violence. In no
other sense is it likely to succeed.

NewsItems

ALL-NIGHT RIOT

MINERS STORM
GLASGOW TRAM
DEPOT

(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.)
LONDON, MAY.

As the sequel to a prolonged disturbance in
the East-end of Glasgow, which lasted all night
long, 89 persons were arrested and were

ded by the police, says the Times' special

of moral reset. Bengal may well be
standing at such a moment today.
"Thesuccess of this government will
ulum(uLl) dcpcnd on whuhcr it can
hat T s

cultural

financed s

operations and pohuml
“Cut money” became a

and the horrors of Sandeshkhali. The
allegations of systematic intimidation
and exploitation emerging from
Sandeshkhali shook the nation. Yet
for months, the ruling establishment
Apped.rcd moreinyested in protecting
justice

parallel extortion economy imposed
upun lhe ponr Violence became a

erely 'IOIIllpl’D\/d
g.,mcnmnce indicators, but to
fundamentally alter Bengal's direction.
To rebuild investor LUﬂIld(.nLC To

- a Bengal where pt)hncal freedom is
matched by social courage, economic
opportunity and cultural confidence.
A Bengal where women feel secure,
institutions function impartially,

tool.
ﬂmﬂnmm\mc\mﬂy weaponised
to alter voting patterns and sustain
vote-bank pn]mcs Governance was
reduced to p . intimidation

for 1]ncrahlc women.

Similarly, the tragedy surrounding
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital
became not merely a law-and-order
failure but a moral indictment of the
state government. The courage and
digni[y displuyed by Ratna Debnath

and reformers and
of Huseyn Shaheed
5uhrawardv - where munudauum

and perception management.

The consequences were devastating
notmerely politically, but economically
and psychologically.

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of
modern Bengal has been the outward
migration of its brightest minds. For
decadcs. talented Bengali youth -

dnd polxm 'ss of the
ruling dhpun\dunn While grieving
parents sought justice, the state

ofpolitical opponents became normalised
instruments of governance.

machinery
damage control. Th
difference in politica

upied with
s the essential
al character that

doctors, entref
academics and professionals - were
forced to leave their homeland in
search of dignity, opportunities, and
economicmobility elsewhere. Bengaluru,
Pune, Hyderabad, Delhi and Mumbai

depolitici .To.
syndicate cullure. 10 restore rule u[
aw. Tt

Hourishes and citizens no
lun"t.r h,ar political retribution for
democratic choice.

that allow Bengal’s youth to dream
within Bengal againinstead of fleeing
it. PM Narendra Modi and HM Amit
Shah understand something that
India’s pseudo-secular establishment
never did:economic resurgence without
cultural confidence is incomplete.
Bengal's renaissance historically
emerged from the fusion ufmullecmal
brilliance, spiritual |

Aboveall,a Bengal where the mind
is truly without fear.

As Rabindranath Tagore wrote:

“Where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been
broken up into fragments by narrow
domestic walls..”

T i RabindraJayanti

national purpose. The state musl
rediscover that synthesis.

Thatis why the symbolismoftaking
oath on Rabindra Jayanti matters
profoundly. It marks the beginning of
anattempt tomove Bengal away from

is significant because it is not just the
formation of a new government. It is
Bengalsattempt to reclaimts civilisation,
its confidence and its destiny.

he writer is a national spoksperson of BIP and an
claimed author)

Crossword | No.293456

ACROSS 17 Old horny creature 28 Doris's daughter 3 No change in 18 Tats are busy with
rolling round fioor  dressed in red Washington — aballoon, perhaps
8 Partly swapped (4) cuddling rarely guilty (6) 8
permanently 19 Michael gutted to sweetheart (6] 4 Colours ultimately 19 Party rubbish? He
bleating female, stopdoing jobs 30 Confuse faded of course (4)  gets a woman
we hear — well round the house? extremists in 5 lanstill (®)
done! (4,3,3) Clearly not (5) Delaware (4) occasionally 22 Mess in dish -
9 Mount, in turn, but 20 Start todredge 31 Fair happening appearing in dock, language!
alittle awkwardly North Yorkshire shortly - he's curiously (8) 6
@ river - you may outside with 6 RunsintooldPM 24 What can | earn in
10 Let out to catch have to work at it dodgems at first around Teesside Bangkok? Say,
bug (6) @) (4-6) town (a) that's capital
11 Flipping diots! Man 21 Dross! Oscar 7 Stokeareplaying-  (6)
U player's unlikely for DOWN epitome of 26 Have to defend
unexplained marks  creaking old British Englishness? (3,5) English poet
on body (8) drama (10) 1 Cycling home, 13 Violently assaults @
12 One's book alittle 23 Soldiers going finally stopping in Chelsea store? 27 Attracted Prince -
bit of poetry (4) round at speed where they sell (5) one extradited?
14 They hate (@) wine (6) 15 School getting @)
spending money 25 Accompanied earl 2 A time to seal off parent's letter (5) 29 Tough outside but
abroad - this ordered guards copper mine 16 Attacker not a somewhat easier
grates (5-5) around (8) entrance (4) motorcyclist? (5) indoors (4)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

epaper.thestatesman.com

|

correspondent.

The trouble was precipitated by the arrival
of five hundred miners from Newton and
Cambuslang toassist pickets at the Ruby Street
tramway depot, where. it was rumoured,
University student volunteers were billet-ed.
They announced their intention of storming
the depot and attacked the police guard but
were dispersed after repeated baton charges.

Later they reassembled and repeatedly
attacked the depot, but were con-tinually
defeated. The mob then looted public-houses
and boot-shops, smashed many windows,
and again attacked the depot. The police
were strongly reinforced and the rioters were
dispersed.

There was sporadic fighting all through the
night, resulting in lorryloads of prisoners being
conveyed to gaol. Miners in the surrounding
districts declare their intention of assisting
the disorderly elements to-night, and further
trouble is feared. The fullest precautions are
being taken today.

‘The miners went to the University and
challenged the students to a free- fight, but
the police dispersed the strikers. They stoned
buses but 190 volunteer-driven trams, twice
as many as yesterday, were running under
police protection.

Volunteers are unloading foodstuffs at the
docks.

GERMAN AIRCRAFT

INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENT
CONCLUDED

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, MAY.

NEGOTIATIONS which have taken place
for several months between representatives
of the Conference of Ambassadors and the
German Government regarding German aircraft
has resulted in an agreement to-day.

It takes the form of an exchange of notes
with annexes between the Am-bassadors’
Conference and the German Ambassador in
Paris. The text of the various documents have
beeninitialled and will be signed when approved
by the Governments concerned.
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Dr. Ghazl Al-Gosalbl

Saudl paltician, post and novelst

o Ay e

-

EWS Friday, May 8, 2026

pinion

Palestinian silence should not be mistaken for acquiescence

n eerie leeling overcime

me this woek as I walked

through the streets of the

Old City of Jerusalem.

Shops were open and 4

scant few Jocals and even
fewer tourists walked by, rarely buying
anything But the body kunguage and the
faces were dark, as if most of the merchants
were experiencing a strange extraterrestrial
problem. The situation in the nearby gover
norates of Bethlehem and Raumallah was no
less reassuring,

The question on everyone's lips was
“when will the US-Isracli war erupt
again?* While Palestinians appeared
resigned to accept whatever happens,
some had taken things a step fusther and
begun hoarding products in fear that there
would soon be shartages.

The Trandan war notwithstanding, Pales-
tindares are still concerned about the marked
increase in settler violence in most parts
of the West Bank, as well as the Old City of
Jerusalem in particular. Fears in Jerusalem

The combination
of settler violence
and anti-Christian
attacks have
caused many to
predict another
angry explosion

ALASE KA

here was a show on French
television on Sunday, in
which children competed,
singing the songs of 4
well-known artist who was
present. At the end of the
show, regardless of anything, the French

presenter deliberated on the winner before

screaming, “everyhody won™ Today, in
Mali, where the Russians, French and
others compete far mfluence, we can say
“everybody lost”

The coordinated offensive launched
last month by Tuareg separatists from the
Azawad Liberation Front, known as the
FLA, and the Islamist extremist Jama'at
Nusrat Al-Isham wal-Mustimin struck
several military positions in Mall, capturing
Kidal, It was a major escalation of the
conflict in the country’s north. More impor
tantly, it was a clear sign that the country
is drifting into chaos and risks becoming a

were exacerbated by the publication of

a video of a French nun being cowardly
pushed by a Jewish Isracli man, who then
kicked her while she was on the ground.

The combination of unchecked settler
violence and anti-Christian attacks have
caused many, including a former lsracli
senior intelligence officer, to predict that
unother angrv explosion may be in the
making. Former Mossad chicf Tamir Pardo
said he feit “ashamed to be a Jew” after
touring Palestinian communities in the
Waest Bank that huve come under repeated
attack from Israeli settlers, warning that
current Isracli policy there is “planting the
soeds for the next Oct, 7 He added: “It will
happen in a different way, and it could be
much more panful, becanse the West Bank
is more complicated”

While the daily attacks aguinst Palestin
Eans in the West Bank continue without
accountability, the Israeli army has
not ended its own expansionism and
attacks on Palestinians in Gaza, despite
a ceasefire that appears to be only being

Everybody loses

dangerous no man's land once again

Historically, France has played a central
military role in Mali and the wider Sahel. In
2013, under President Francols Hollande,
France lnunched Operation Serval to stop
the advance of extremist groups linked to
AlQaeda toward Bamako. This swilt inter
vention was successful

In 2014, France's military action shifted
into Operation Barkhune, which wasa
prolonged regional engagement. France
stationed seversl thousand troops across the
Sahel to continue fighting nonstate actors
that reflected transnational insurgencies,
Yet, in 2022, despite tactical successes, the
French forces were expellod.

The breakdown in relations between
France and Mall accelerated following the
2020 and 2021 coups led by the current
president, Assimi Golta

For Western powers, there (s a common
theme in Africa and perhaps beyond. They
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adhered 1o by the Palestinian resistance
The 50 peroent-plus of the Strip that Isracl
had cut out from the cast of Gaza to create
an artificial Gand rather ineffective) buffer
zone has now been expanded.

Negotiators acting on behalf of the
US-led Board of Peace have been trying
without success to find a Formuda amid the
exaggerated Isracli demand that Hamas
give up all its weapons in return for Issael
“considering” withdrawing from some
of the land in Gaza. Reports suggest that
the talks carvled out by the US envoy with
Hamas have the latter insdsting that it will
only discuss a gradual decommissioning
when Israel fulfills its obdigations under
phase one of the peace plan, which have yet
to be carried out — most importantly, its
withdrawal from the area up to the "yellow
line” Instead, the Israeli army, without any
Justification, has further expanded into
Gazi with a new frontier named the “orange
fine” that reportedly covers more than 60
percent of the already-crowded Strip.

Overlooked amid all this violence and

in Mali stalemate

usually fail when it comes to achieving

a lasting improvement in security or
supporting the state-building efforts that
are necessary. This is true of Frances
decade-long Intervention in Mali before the
putsch, The state was weak and corrupt and
little was done 1o stabilize the situation. The
north remained de facto dislocated from the
central power, allowing notstate actors to
expand and take control.

This situation was exploited by Russia,
which was also looking to deepen its influ-
ence in Africa, Moscow™s first real divect
involvement took place following the 2021
coup. Goita looked toward Russia and. more
specifically, the Wagner Group for support
with his intermal security operations and,
henee, 1o secure his hold on power.

Ihe French withdrawal at the end of
Operation Barkhane made Wagner the
miatin security and mllitary partoer of the
new leader in Bamako. However, the

hopelessness is the Ramallah-hased
governument, which last month
completed a rather acceptable round
of municipal elections that included
the Deir Al-Balah elections in Gaza. Pales
tinian officials in Ramailah feel upbeat
about the trajectory of their reforms,
even though no ane §s paying attention
and Israeli-inspired reports in the US
State Department appear to be scraping
the bottom of the barrel in a bid to find
mistakes and holes in the reform effort.
Palestine and the Palestinians are
going through an extremely difficult and
miserable time. But their quietness should

not be mistaken for acquiescence, Despite
the depressing picture, there are obvious
signs of steadfastness. Activists, civil
society and a horde of smart and energetic
young people are trying to find their way
through this maze, And if no explosion
occurs, they might be able to show the
world the type of resilience and courage
that will restore pride and lift people out
of their current desperation,

26
he north
remained de facto
dislocated from
the central power,
allowing nonstate
actors to expand
and take control

start of the war in Ukraine and Moscow's
greater focus on this arena changed every
thing The 2023 mutiny by the Wagner
Group, which was followed by the death of
its head Yevgeny Prigozhin, destabilized its
SUpport capacities

The Russdan state quickly took
over all the Wagner Group's overseas
operations and shifted them to the Africa
Corps, giving them a more institutional
and formal structure. Nevertheless, it is
clear now that Moscow, just like France
before it, has not been able to fully consoli-
date its influence following the French
and Western withdrawal

While the population continues to suffer,
the risks of state collapse and de facto parti-
tion are becoming increasingly prominent,
with the spillover risks to neighboring
countries also rising, The situation has
become a fragmented stalemate in which
everyone is losing
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he Strait of Hormuz, at its
narTowest point, spans
barely 39 lom — a slender
ribbon of water that has
long carried one-fifth of the
world's seaborne vil, the
lifeblood of global commerce and energy
security. Today, that vital artery lies mined,
comtested and partially closed, Merchant
vvn.'(ds face attacks, illegal tolls and !he

A concert for Hormuz

whﬂrnlrgnndmgummﬂmrmgln
later ¢ in its own A
resolution that offers them no stake simply
Invites the veto as an inexpensive tool of
obstruction.

The UNSC stands at a familiar cross-
mthwmlndmumdudhckunm
[ bie when dipl is conducted
with realism and foresight. In 1815, at the
Congress of Vienna, the great powers faced

hadow of naval confr aconti h d by two decades of
m response, a carefully calibrated war. Rather than pundsh or isolate defeated
Chapter VI draft resolu- o France, Prince Metter-
tion — advanced by “ nich and his counterparts
Bahrain on behalf of the . deliberately drew the
Gulf Cooperation Council History teaches it the fold
states together with the that deadlock is They constructed a

US — now awaits the UN not inevitable European coneert —a
Security Council's consid- . web of congresses,
eration. Thisis not a when diplomacy alliances and shared
sweeping indictment but is conducted with understandings — that
afocused operational et reallsm and foresight  wove rival ambitions into
designed to restore safe  balanced system. Every
gt vith ary escala- capital, including the defeated power, was

tion, Yet it confronts the same obstacle
that doomed its predecessor List month:
the near-certainty of vetors by Russia and
China.

Both powers have already objected,
labeling the approach *biased” and
faulting it for neglecting “root causes”
Their position is understandable in the

given a tangible stake in the new order.
The result was nearly a century of relative
stability in which no single state coulbd
upend the whole without harming its own
interests.

The Strait of Hormuz now calls for its
own modest concert — not coneessions that

SARAH DENASHOOR

Surah Beraahoor ke 4 Sabvan
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secirity Bl ¥ the Dirsctur of
Dutresce ot Tarmamow s Affains.

the strikes that precipitated the crisis,
the subsequent closure of the strait, and
Iran's mining and tolling actions. A single
paragraph deploring “all threats 1o naviga-
tion from any party,” while stressing the
need for comprehensive de-escalation,
alters no operative demand, It provides
Russia and China the diplomatic cover they
seck, echoing successful compromises in
carfier council texts on maritime security.
Second, the existing reference to the
Pakistan-mediated ceasefire should not be

empty while ¢ e
throttled. A review clause, tying further
measures to the secretary-general’s findings
and diplomatic progress, offers Moscow and
Beijing a responsible off-ramp.

As UNSC president for April, Bahrain
has been well placed to facilitate these
adjustments. The alternative — another
wveto followed by di d defen-
sive measures outside the council — may
preserve legal clarity but would erode the
UN's relevance, an outcomee that even veto-

amere footnote, It ought — wiclding members claim
1o be strengthened into a .6 to regret,
clear operative call for its The Strait of Hormuz is
extension and evolution Hormuz is more more than a geographic
into a broader political than a geographic chokepoint, it isa mirmor
settlement — one that chokepolnt, itis reflecting the emerging
revives the spirit of inclu- multipolar order. Inits
sive Gulf security arvange- amirror mllecung narrow waters, the world
ments long champloned the emerging controntsa choice: allow
by Moscow and Beijing. multipolar order great power rivalry to
By granting them visible paralyze collective action
hip of the hort the  orcraft aconcert of shared stakes that lifts

resolution transforms them from crities into
patential defenders of its success,

sibility, The text should mandate the
secretary-general to establish, within

30 days, an international contact group for
mine clearance and humanitarian corridor

rewrd disraption but refined 1. and

cold logic of great power -
vet it leaves the council umblc to fulfill

its most basic duty. Kussia values Iran as
a proxy that diverts American focus and
resources; Ching secures discounted ofl

that align fan and Chinese
interests with the imperative of open seas,
The refinements required are modest yet
ial. First, the p should
present the full ch logy with bal

mec

aLor trine
tack ”wn\aﬂ, e e
A Ghatege adviier 1o Babean's
ambassiador 1o Lendon.
x

For (L version, g on to
e

sight, explicitly including the perma-
nent members on equal footing. Opera-
Uonal involvement creates skin in the game
that abstract veto power cannol match.
Chapter VII's binding character must be
preserved — the Gull states cannot accept

mines, opens corridors and restores the free
flow of commence.

By weaving Russia and Ching into the
architecture of solution rather than exchi-
shon — just as Vienna's diplomacy once
dicd — this resolution can transcend the
immediate crisis and offer a precedent
for fon amid i In that
nrhm‘-mm lies not only safer Gulf waters
but a quiet aflfirmation that, even inan age
of rivalry, diplomacy grounded in mutual
interest ins the sharpest i nt
of statesmanship.

Has the time come for guaranteed incomes?

mong the critical debates
that the recent acceleration
in technological advances,
particularly in artificial in-
telligence, has reshaped are
thaose concerning ecanomic
distribution and the: future of our social wel-
fare Since technology is increas-
ingly automating many tasks, the question
inevitably arises: what will happen to labor

On the other hand, universal high income
isa much Jarger concept that is not limited
to a minimum income. It promises a
guaranteed income that would be enough
for a relatively high standard of living. We
can Jook at it in this way: that universal
basic income is more like a reform, while
universal high income is a major transfor-
mation in relation to work and labor,

To analyze these two issues, it is impor-

and income generation? tant to examine their

This is why two “ benefits and disadvan-
comeepes have galned tages. First of all, by
importance: universal Some influential providing a steady income
hasic income and to households, both
universal high income. mlemu'.‘ universal basic income
some influential people, W need guaranteed . universal high income
such as Elon Musk, arsue  Income programs due  address the job and
that we need guaran- to the productivity Income losses many have
teed income programs faced due to the latest
due to the productivity gainsdrivenby Al o advances.
gains driven by Al and to The second benefit is
maintain social and economic stability. that they can play a critical role in reducing

While these two concepts may appear poverty and global inequality by helping

similar, they have some differences. One of
the major differences is that universal basic

countries where many people still live
bcbwlhepmmy line. This can lead to
dal rity, less conflict and less

fncome involves providing a mini

of funding 1o all Inctividuals, regard-
less of their employment status or income
level. The goal is to reduce poverty and
inequality.

stress, which n'm‘mll.v improves the well-
being of societies,

Third, if people are not dependent on
wages to survive, this will give them more
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time and freedom, which could lead to
more creativity and innovation, entrepre-
neurship or smply taking care of others,
The fourth advantage is that universal
basic income and universal high income
will likely reduce bureaucratic costs.
Nevertheless, one should not kmn\- the
concerns
Firstly, it is much easier satd than done
when it comes to the implementation
of a universal income
on such a large scale.
For example, with a

e

could fundamentally change individuals'
relationship to work, impacting participa-
tion in the labor market. In other words,
there would be less incentive to work.

We also should not look at this [ssue
only through the economic and financial
prisms. On the psychological level, there is
the question of identity and purpose. Jobs
and work have provided a sense of identity
and purpose for centuries, so what would
happen in a society where
no one is required to work
and yet still be guaranteed

universal basic income, Inequality  high income?
e e ey Coullemergeln e
outsuchaprogram? This ~ vew forms, mostlyIn . qualiy will be solved.
causes problems such as termsofstatusand  nequality could emerge
e T pelNisutasociety  IECESEE
or taxation.

Another issue is infla- rather thanincome position in society rather

tion. If governments than income.

decide 1o provide a guaranteed income,
meaning increasing people’s purchasing
power without expanding supply, two
things could happen: prices could go
up and the value of the currency could
decrease.

A third problem is that the world still
needs workers in some sectors. If a high
income is provided fo everyone, this

Finally, if either of these concepts arne
ever going to be implemented, universal
basic income appears to be more politically
feasible for the time being.

While, on the surface, both these models
appear attractive and intriguing, a deeper
examination shows that their implementa-
thon could invelve substantial economic,
political and social challenges.
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250 years later, here is what Americas
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founding fathers would think of Trump

tance unless suspended in their opera-

The non- Stacy Schiff tion tll his assent should be obtained;
hallowed and l:uilxe‘r; tso s:«lspfin:ietﬁe he i:as utterly
parts of t:he "eiyilii!ag:g ;:]ic,;' to ig'governors,
Declaration of ~ What would the founding fathers say? the crown overrode the will of its con-
I ndependence You can’t write about American inde- stituents. That’s classic executive
swere the parts ‘Ee?gencti especially this year, without u}f;{rela;lch = ang a ;avon_t(é malx;l(;la(/er
< 2 lielding that questionin every variation.  of Mr. Trump, who hastried to
too mcendlary ‘Towhich political party would George California’s climate regulations, ding
for many Washington belong? What would Ben Colorado’s artificial intelligence regula-
18th Franklin think of the tech bros? How tions (too “woke”) and withhold fund-
< .-century would John Adams feel about failingto  ing for the Gateway tunnel connecting
British news-  landarole in “Hamilton? What would New York and New Jersey. Mr. Trump
papers, the Thomas Jefferson make of the National deemed the tunnel “a future boondog-
3 Museum of African American History gle” —aremarkable claim from a man
libretto t°, and Culture? And, of course, howwould  who ordered a military parade on his
Jeffersons any of the founders reckon with a presi- own birthday.
familiar, dent who accepts extravagant gifts
F_ 4 _» from foreign powers, puts his face on a “He has refused to pass other laws :for
soaring aria. 24-karat gold coin and th districts of
In 2026 they  the250thanniversary of American peopleunless those peuple would relin-
also feel independence withamixed martialarts  quish the right of representation in the
3 event on the White House lawn? legislature, aright inestimable to them
1;
miserably Inafew cases we actually know the and formidable to tyrants only.”
familiar. answers, because in the summer of Jefferson accused King George of

1776, Franklin, Jefferson and Adams
signed the document we know as the
Declaration of Independence. The
Continental Congress had inflicted

trying to disenfranchise whole swaths
of Americans. In February, Kristi
Noem, who was then the homeland
security secretary, announced that the
h'ump admlms!rauouhad “been proac-

some 86 changes on Jefferson S dran
inded li

e have the right

heart. In the end, though, Lhe members
agreed to the text, affixing their names
and pledging to the new nation their
lives, fortunes and their “sacred honor.”
Onlyin the early 19th century did the
document acquire its cult status, be-
coming the country’s North Star, its
creed and covenant. Nearly a half-
century after he had writtenit, Jeffer-
son explained “it was intended to be an
expression of the American mind.” As it
turns out, then as now, the American
mind was exploding with grievances.
Most Americans canrattle off at least
part of Jefferson’s incandescent open-
ing. But the next 650 or so words were
the reason he composed the thing in the
first place. They were the lines Con-
gress worked over most obsessively. In

the words of Samuel Adams, they repre-
sented a “catalogue of crimes of the
deepest dye.” They made the American
case, in the most concrete terms, that
King George I11 was guilty of every kind
of abuse of power.

InJefferson’s accounting, the king
had undermined lhe rule of la\v. the

d

people voting, electing the right leaders
tolead this country” Mr. Trump has
insisted that Congress pass the SAVE
America Act, which could prevent
millions of Americans from voting. This
spring he signed an executive order
that sought to limit mail-in voting.

“He has dissolved representative houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of
the people.”

‘When the Massachusetts assembly
seemed in danger of passing laws that
irked the king, the royal governor
forced the legislature into recess or
removed it from its Boston location. If it
could not meet, it could not vote. Last
July, when the U.S. House was consider-
ing forcing the release of the Epstein
files, its members were sent home early
for the summer to avoid holding a vote
that would irk Mr. Trump. It seemed
like a foolproofidea at the time.

“He has endeavoured to prevent the
population of these states; for that
purpose obstructing the laws for natu-
ralization of foreigners; refusing to pass
others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new
appropriations of lands.”

The colonists were eager to expand
their ranks, which they understood to

“He has affected to render the military
independent of and superior to the civil
wer.”
“For protecting them, by a mock trial
from punishment for any murders which
they should commit on the inhabitants of
these states.”

any number of ways, though he has also
invoked them to prosecute grudges, as
Canada discovered when the president
took offense at a political ad, and as our
European allies discovered when they
objected to his aggressive interest in
purchasmg Greenland. “Tome," Mr.

h

giance? Here we are again: The Trump
administration has said that it is re-
scinding $1.5 billion in health and trans-
portation funds from blue states. It has
sought to block their FEMA relief. Ithas
canceled more than $7 billion for clean
energy projects — decisions that, ac-

be essential to the American future. In Even mock trials more id, “the most beautiful cording to aruling by Judge Amit
1773, however, they lost theright to accounlablhty than we've seen for the word inthe dictionary is tariff” Mehta of U.S. District Court for the
and the col d and Alex Pretti. District of Columbia, the administration

erupted in fury. The Trump administra-
tion has issued alist of 75 countries
from which applications for immigrant
visas will not be processed, including
Somalia, after Mr. Trump accused

Minnesota. Only white South A‘E’ricans
need apply.

“He has made judges dependent on his
will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their
salaries.”

‘When the crown decided to pay
colonial judges directly, planting the
judiciary beyond the people’s control,
the news arrived “like thunder in the
ears,”as Samuel Adams put it. Those
charged with dispensing impartial
justice became, Adams argued, pawns
of the king. Is this different from Mr.
‘Trump's attempts to curb “rogue”
judges? Or the denunciation of judges
who do not rule in his favor as “corrupt”

common good,
the political process. It seemed there
was little he had not corrupted. By the
time Jefferson had finished, he had, as
the historian Richard Bell has put it,
turned King George into “Nero, Richard
1T and Attila the Hun all rolled into
one.”

For many who read thelitany today,

and
immigration judges who fail to deport
people fast enough?

“He has erected a multitude of new
offices, and sent hither swarms of offi-
cers to harass our people and eat out
their substance.”

At the front of. Jelfersun 'smind were

the Soifyou

really want to know what the founders
would say, you might do worse than
review a selection of our founding 27
grievances. The partsof

patched tocollect revenue that the
colonists considered extortionate. They
find their modern equivalents in the

LR ‘whom Mr. Trump has

the Declaration were the parts too
incendiary for many 18th-century
British newspapers, the libretto to
Jefferson’s familiar, soaring aria. In
2026 they also feel miserably familiar.

“He has refused his assent to laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the
publicgood.”

Jefferson opened with a broad claim,
asserting, as had any number of cn—

reportedly planned to weaponize
against political opponents — orin
DOGE, which terrorized government
employees whose sole offense was
doing their job.

“He has kept among us, in times of
peace, standing armies without the
consent of our legislatures.”
“For quartering large bodies of troops
among us.”
A decade before the D

lonial petitions, that th
structed perfectly beneficial laws. What
was shocking then is an almost daily
occurrence now, as the current adminis-
tration has endeavored to repeal sci-
ence, mutilate history, cripple essential

Franklin warned Parliament against
dispatching troops to peaceful North
America. “They will not find arebel-
lion,” he predicted. “They may indeed
make one.” Four years later civilians

Stephen Miller, a White House deputy
chief of staff, specifically told ICE
agents that they had federal immunity
and that neither city nor state officials
could interfere with their duties. Judge
Patrick J. Schiltzof U.S. District Courtin
Minnesota reproached the agency for
defying nearly 100 court orders in one
month alone —more, he said, than
“some federal agencxes have violatedin
their entire existence.”

“For cutting off our trade with all parts
of theworld.”

“For imposing taxes on us without our
consent.”

The colonists protested taxation
‘without representation. Mr. Trump goes
further: taxation without any hint of
logic. He has imposed tariffs as high as
145 percent and then proceeded to

“For depriving us in many cases of the
benefits of trial by jury.”

“For transporting us beyond seas to be
tried for pretended offenses.”

No colonist was ever actually de-
ported for trial abroad. London did,
however, search for the legal means by
which to do remove various opposition
leaders. In the end no legal justification
was found and no action was taken. The
rule of law prevailed. The Trump admin-
istration has outdone King George,
detaining and deporting American
residents to countries where many of
them had never before set foot. Mr.

openly admitted it had made “based on
whether theawardee resided inastate
whose citizens voted for President
Trumpin 2024.”

“He ha: ou d
p
coasts, burnt our lowns und destroyed
the lives of our people.”
Enough said.

“He is at this time transporting large
armies of foreign mercenaries to com-
plete the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of cruelty & perfidy scarcely

‘Trump has said h ingdoing
the same for some U.S. citizens.

“He has abdicated government here, by

declaring us out of his protection and

waging war agnmst us.”
The f the 1770s was

change them — by one tally,
60 times, before the Supreme Court
declared the entire effort to be unconsti-
tutional. Mr. Trump justified his tariffs

this: Ifthe co]omsts were treated like
enemy aliens, cast from the king's
protection, did they owe him alle-

inthe most 3
and totally unworihy of the head 0[ a
civilized nation.”

‘With this grievance, Jefferson was
clearly turning up the heat. Sois the
Department of Homeland Security,
which recently reported that it hired
more than 12,000 officers and agents in
four months. The department has done
so using extremist language, with
slogans seemingly borrowed from
white nationalist groups. Who needs
foreign mercenaries when you have a
heavily armed, lightly trained domestic
force?

The Declaration cannot be said to be
having a happy semiquincentennial.
Very little about the document feels
remotely self-evident today. Certainly it
has come in for a beating before and
managed to recover: In 1857, Abraham
Lincoln declared it had been “assailed,
and sneered at, and construed, and
hawked at, and torn, till, if its framers
could rise from their graves, they could
notat all recognize it.” That was at
another inglorious moment, in the wake
of the Dred Scott decision, which flew
directly in the face of a proclamation
that was, as Lincoln observed, “held
sacred by all.”

The sacred principles are very well
and good. But is it possible that in this
document that defines us, that has
made us who we want to believe we are
— asubject on which we seem univer-
sally even to agree — we've been mem-
orizing the wrong part all along? The
libretto may matter as much as that
indeliblearia.

services, gut standards, corrupt the and lroops faced offin central Boston, At the end of his inventory of abuses
i fjustice, di: the onth asthe and usurpations, Jefferson slipsina
ght of government, Boston is this zinger: “A prince, whose character is

higher education, silence a free press,
deprive the armed forces of effective
leadership, thwart the political process
and line its own pockets — all at once.

“He has forbidden his governors to pass
laws of immediate and pressing impor-

winter returned it vividly to mind.
Boston residents appreciated the
troops housed in their public buildings
about as much as the citizens of Minne-
apolis took to their occupiers, who were
equipped with a selection of gear for
close-quarterskilling.

thus marked by every act which may
defineatyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of
afree people.”

'STACY SCHIFF, the author of “The Revolu-
tionary: Samuel Adams,” is at work on
a book about Benjamin Franklin.

ILLUSTRATIONS 5 RICARDO TOMAS
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Give us the aliens already

Neil deGrasse Tyson

HELEN VP, It  Circulation
HELENAPHUA Executioe V.P. Asio-Pacific Eversince childhood I've wanted to be
'SUZANNE YVERNES ial Offic aliens. Now, as a profes-

sional astrophysicist armed with the
% o .
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tion of th , 1 know that nothing

The president is losing
the normie Republicans

Kristen Soltis Anderson

ers of the party than of Mr. Trump has
risen substantially.

The good news for Republican candi-
dates is that 68 percent of these party-
first y they're ex-

‘We often talk about Republicans as
‘members of two easy-to-understand
factions: MAGA die-hards and Never
Trumpers. But the most electorally
critical slice of the Republican elector-
ate, about half of all Republicans today,
generally falls into neither camp. This
slice is neither Republicans in exile
who voted for Kamala Harris nor is it
the Trumpist faithful.

Let’s call these voters “normie”
Republicans. It's with this group that
the G.O.P's most immediate political
challenge really lies.

As a polister who studies voters and
the shifting coalitions of our two major
political parties, I'm frequently asked
how various actions taken by Presi-
dent Trump, such as his decision to
attack Iran, will resonate with his core
supporters. As I wrote a few weeks
ago, polls have shown that Mr. Trump’s
MAGA base is sticking with him.

But what about the rest of the
party? The normies are fairly support-
ive of Mr. Trump's presidency, even if
they're not in lock step with him on
every issue. Most report watching Fox
News, and most hold deeply unfavor-

able views of the

Democratic Party
Th.ey're and its most promi-
neither Never o0 viices. They
:l'mmpen TOT  are, by and large,
independents,  voters who think of
but they’re themselves as
increasingly conservative and
meh on Republican —
MAGA. firmly so.

They don’t, how-
ever, think of them-
selves first and

foremost as supporters of Mr. Trump,
and they have displayed increasing
disaffection with the direction of the
country under his leadership. They
generally think his combative posts on
Truth Social are harmful to the Repub-
lican cause. Most of them don’t con-
sider themselves part of the MAGA
movement.

The flagging enthusiasm of these
normies augh( tobea pnwerful alarm

tremely likely to voze. comparable to
the 71 percent of Trump-firsters who
say the same. And they're not exactly
defecting to vote for the Democrats; 91
percent of party-first Republicans
expect to vote for a Republican in the
midterms.

But when my polls ask how motivat-
ed they are to vote, the gap widens
enormously. While 62 percent of
‘Trump-first Republicans describe
themselves as extremely motivated,
less than half — 49 percent — of those
party-first Republicans say the same.

This matters because Democrats are
essentially telling pollsters they will
‘walk across hot coals to get to the
polls. Fox News’s most recent poll
finds that more Democrats than Re-
publicans are “extremely” motivated to
vote. In my own polling, 82 percent of
Democrats say it is “extremely impor-
tant” to win the midterms and stop Mr.
Trump from carrying out his agenda —
while only 57 percent of Republicans
say that it is similarly important for
their party to win. That number falls to
47 percent among party-first Republi-
cans.

‘What's driving this discontent? The
economy is one clear factor: Only 29
percent of party-firsters strongly ap-
prove of Mr. Trump’s handling of the
issue, and less than half describe the
economy as “improving” They are also
less upbeat about their own party on
issues such as health care, foreign
affairs and the overall state of democ-
racy. They aren’t widely convinced
things are becoming more stable in the
country. Only around one-third
strongly support the U.S. military
operations in Iran.

That situation could improve if the
economic outlook brightens, or if the
war with Iran results in what these
Republicans consider a victory. It's
conceivable that as the midterms
approach, the normies come home to
Mr. Trump. And winning back some of
the independents who are giving Mr.
‘Trump horrible ratings on his handling
of the economy and Iran wou]d bea

bell for looking
to win the 2026 elections.

To be clear, Mr. Trump remams a
popular figure among

ded boost to
rzndldales fortunes.
Failing that, what will Mr. Trump

voters, with 86 percent holding a favor-
able view of him in my polling, not far
off from the 90 percent who held a
favorable view of him a year ago. If
you want to understand why Republi-
can lawmakers have thus far been
reluctant to cross the president, look
no further than those numbers.

But under the surface, there are
signs that for some Republicans, the
thrill is gone. Since last year, the per-
centage of Republicans who felt very
favorably toward the president has
fallen by 10 points. Only 44 percent of
Republicans strongly approve of his
handling of the economy.

As these trends have unfolded, the
number of Republicans who say they
think of themselves more as support-

and if strategy most likely
be to increase Republican voter turn-
out? Go negative, negative, negative.
The one thing that unites Trump-
firsters with the rest of the party is
disdain for the Democrats, including
notable figures like Gavin Newsom
and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

Democratic voters clearly feel that
the stakes are sky-high in this election.
Mr. Trump's most loyal supporters do,
too. Many normie Republicans aren’t
so sure. If they decide to stay home in
November, it will probably spell elec-
toral disaster for the G.0.P.

KRISTEN SOLTIS ANDERSON is the author of
“The Selfie Vote: Where Millennials Are
Leading America (and How Republi-
cans Can Keep Up).”

BRENDAN CONROY

prevents any of us fromimagining a
universe teeming with life.

Sothe impending release of U.S. gov-
ernment files on aliens and U.EO.sisa
good thing, evenifit feels like a distrac-
tion from other important files we've all
been waiting to be disclosed. I expect the
alien files will be anticlimactic. Aftera
parade of alien insiders and whistle-
blowers testified under oath to Congress
in 2023, 2024 and 2025, what’s left to
learn?

Personally, I'd be delighted if the files
were accompanied by an actual alien.
Alive or dead or undead. Preferably alive.
Is that too much to ask for?

The whistle-blowers have already told
us about the crashed flying saucers,
extraterrestrial bodies and alien technol-
ogy inour possession — hidden in undis-
closed places. Not only that, but secret
files have been declassified before. A 2017

headline in this

i i newspaper was
3;: ﬁ'ﬁlg‘g unambiguous:

S “Glowing Aurasand
government ‘Black Money’: The
filles on aliens Pentagon’s Mysteri-
and UF.0s ous U.EO.
should be gram.” And who
accompanied by  could forget the Air
an actual alien. Force’s Project Blue
Is that too much B0k, which studied
to ask for? more than 12,000

‘ U.EO. sightings
from 1952 until the
project was termi-

nated in 1969, with the goal of assessing
threats to national security.

‘What's clear, however, is that if an
authentic alien walked out of the halls of
Congress, nobody would ever again have
toask if you “believe”in aliens, just as
nobody questions the existence of ele-
phants. An alien of the alien files could
become the literal elephant in the room.

‘Without good evidence of what actual
aliens look like, we’re stuck imagining
them. And imagine them we do. IMDb, an
online database about entertainment,
lists hundreds upon hundreds of films,
TV shows, video games and documenta-
ries about aliens — both friendly and evil.
Mostly evil.

Disappointingly, in nearly all these
portrayals, these aliens look a lot like us.
‘They're humanoid, with ahead, two eyes,
anose,amouth, aneck, shoulders,a
torso, arms, fingers and legs. Remember
that most life on Earth, with which we
have DNA in common, looks nothing like
usor any vertebrate animal. So we
should expect aliens with no DNA in
common — or no DNAatall — to look at

least as different from humans as hu-
mans and other life-forms on Earth (like
jellyfish or termites) look different from
eachother.

The only thing that would shock me
about aliving, declassified alien is if
most Hollywood depictions ended up
being right, violating everything we
know about biodiversity on Earth and
across the universe.

We care alot about what aliens look
like, but we don’t pay nearly enough
attention to what we might look like to
them. If an alien emissary landed in Los
Angeles, for example, its first impres-
sion might be that Earth’s dominant
life-form is the automobile. The city is
heavily crisscrossed by major freeways,
many of them 12 lanes wide. People line
up in their cars on slow lines to obtain
fast food handed through a window.
They consume the food while still
seated, never exiting their vehicles.
Some of the larger life-forms on the

freeway carry multiple automobiles
within them. To the aliens, these car
haulers are surely pregnant.

Assuming on arrival that the alien
knew we were human, it would probably
want to meet the person in charge. Who
exactly would that be? The president?
‘The prime minister? The pope? Or
would it be a multibillionaire or captain
of industry? Not knowing anything in
advance about human civilization, but
picking up clues from our cultural
norms before arrival from leaked radio
waves, an alien might instead expect to
‘meet Ryan Gosling, Taylor Swift or
Oprah Winfrey.

1f we look more deeply into our own
alien stories, there’s a persistent plot-
line that aliens are evil and want to kill
us all. I suspect those fears are based
not on what we believe about aliens but

on what we know about humans.

In the history of our speues there’s

cultures that commit rampant violence
against less-advanced ones. Within
what we call civilization, humans op-
press —or kill — one another over
which creator of the universe they
worship, or who they sleep with, or what
side of an arbitrary line on Earth’s land
masses they're born, or how absorptive
their skinis to sunlight, or what set of
sounds comes out of their mouths.

Upon bearing witness to our irration-
always, any visiting alien that might
have accompanied the release of the
alien files surely long ago escaped back
home to report, “There’s no sign of
intelligent life on Earth!™

NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON is an astrophysi-
cist who is the director of the Hayden
Planetarium at the American Museum
of Natural History in New York City. He
is the author of “Take Me To Your
Leader: Perspectives on Your First
Alien

no shortage of

We'll all
miss OPEC

BORDOFF, FROM PAGE 1

OPEC producers, the UA.E. invested
heavily to expand its production capaci-
ty, only to find itself constrained by
quotas that limited the payoff. But the
timing and manner of its exit — without
first aligning with Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s
de factoleader — cannot be understood
through oil markets alone. It alsore-
flects politics. Senior Emiratis have
voiced their anger that regional part-
ners such as Saudi Arabia did not stand
more firmly with the UA.E. asit ab-
sorbed a disproportionate share of
Iranianattacks over the past two
months.

The U.A.E. also probably chose to
move now because ts exit will have
little impact under current circum-
stances. At any other moment, the
break would have sent oil prices sharply
lower, on the assumption that the U.A.E.
would boost output and Saudi Arabia
might follow. But with the Strait of
Hormuz closed, neither can increase
production evenifit wanted to. Once the
strait reopens, OPEC members will
need to produce at high levels to offset
the monthsin which they could sell little
of their oil.

Over time, the U.A.Es exit could

become less confident about what they
will spend on gasoline, heating oil or air
travel. Businesses shorten planning

AELBAVS.

been moves to cut its dependence on oil.
Imposing stronger fuel economy stand-
ards on cars and trucks, offering more

make OPECI
the oil market — adding barrels to the
global supply when prices soar and
removing them when prices crash.
Saudi Arabia and the U.A.E. have been
the only OPEC producers with the spare
capacity to substantially cushion price
spikes. If the U.A.E. produced full-on
outside the cartel, that buffer would
shrink. The Saudis have always played
the largest role in this market steady-
ing, but their willingness to cut their
production may also fade if a major
neighbor benefits from Saudi restraint
without contributing cuts of its own.
More countries may exit OPEC,
following the U.A.E., Angola, Ecuador
and Qatar, all of whom have left since
2019. Aless effective OPEC might seem
ablessing when prices fall, bum would

horizon:
Energy producers may delay drilling,
‘while companies that use alot of energy
hesitate to expand when future fuel
costsare more uncertain.

The best response is to make the U.S.
economy less vulnerable to oil price
shocks. That starts with refilling the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, which has
been drawn down by both political
parties yet remains animportant source
ofcrude in times of need. America’s
leaders should also think more cre-
atively about how the government could
help smooth the effects of boom-and-
bust oil price cycles. For example, fuel
taxes could rise when oil prices falland
decline when prices spike, or oil com-
pany taxes might increase when prices
soar and ease when mey slump.

force the world q
booms and busts.

The greater oil price volatility that
might be in store would be costly. When
oil prices swing sharply, consumers

Evenmor would be reduc-
ing the economy’s exposure to oil.
America’s h.igh levds of ojl pmducL‘wu

rice
slmcks but eve_n more important have

for buyi ric vehicles
and building transportation alterna-
tives like high-speed rail and public
transit are economic security necessi-
ties, not just climate ones.

‘When oil shocks hit, Washington
inevitably scrambles to ease the pain.
But the most effective defenses take
time to build. Energy security should
not be measured by whether OPECis
‘weaker, or by whether pohucxans have
someone to blame when pr

FROM READERS

The U.S.A.LD. tragedy

Re “Painful year of struggle for fired
staff of U.S. aid agency” (News, April
25):

The stories of those who lost their
jobs because of the dismantling of the
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment are heartbreaking. But what
makes this a national and global trage-
dy, not just a personal one, is how des-
perately these people are still needed at
the State Department.

Given the Trump administration’s
slash-and-burn approach to foreign aid,
you might think that the United States
is out of the foreign assistance business.
But Congress has continued to appropri-
ate funds in many areas the Trump
administration tried to cut, particularly
those that support the world’s most
vulnerable children and families.

The most recent budget includes $915
million for maternal and child health,
$524 million for family planning and
$691 million for basic education, all
areas that the Trump administration
essentially zeroed out in its budget
request. The State Department had
never run programs in these areas.

After firing virtually all of the
U.S.A.LD. experts, who exactly is going
to ensure that those funds reach the
most vulnerable children and families,
now that Congress has restored the
funding?

The irony of the bogus “waste, fraud
and abuse” accusations hurled against
U.S.A.LD. is that the risk of waste, fraud
and abuse is now higher than ever
without the experts on board.

REBECCA LEVY, WASHINGTON

The writer is a former U.S. government
special adviser for children in adversity at
U.S.A.LD. and the associate director of the

but by whether the next inevitable
swing in oil prices hurts less than the
last one.

JASON BORDOFF is the founding director
of the Center on Global Energy Policy
at Columbia and a professor of profes-
sional practice in international and
public affairs. He served in President
Obama’s administration from 2009 to
2013, as a senior director on the U.S.
National Security Council and as a
special assistant to the president.

c ive on Global Children's Issues
at Georgetown University.

CORRECTION

Thomas L. Friedman’s column on May
4 incorrectly stated the name and cost
of the materials Israel used to thwart
munitions from Hamas. They were
Iron Dome interceptors, not Patriot
missiles. And it cost $40,000 to $50,000
to intercept each missile, not $4 mil-
lion.
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US should reciprocate China’s readiness
to work to stabilize and improve relations

hinese Premier Li Qiang, top lawmaker

Zhao Leji and Foreign Minister Wang Yi

held separate meetings with a bipartisan

delegation of US senators led by Republi-
can Senator for Montana Steve Daines in Beijing
on Thursday.

The three meetings conveyed a consistent mes-
sage from the Chinese side: China and the United
States should strengthen communication, prop-
erly manage differences and work toward a stable
and healthy bilateral relationship.

At a time when uncertainty continues to cast
long shadows over the world stable

realize that the Taiwan question concerns the very
core of China’s core interests and constitutes the
bedrock of the political foundation of China-US
relations. China’s resolve to safeguard its territori-
al integrity is unwavering and must not be under-
estimated. If the US side really cares about peace
across the Taiwan Strait, it should stop sending
'wrong signals to the “Taiwan independence” for-
ces on the Chinese island.

Adhering to the one-China principle and the
three Sino-US Jomt communiques, as well as
hononng the made by i
US adi i ing the Taiwan ques-

China-US relations bear directly on the well-
being of the peoples of both countries and on
world peace and prosperity.

It was emphasized in the meetings that the
key to stable relations is to keep working on
bridging the perception gaps between the two
sides. The two countries should endeavor to
seek “harmony without uniformity” and choose
to be partners instead of rivals.

Since Daines’ previous visit to China in March
2025, considerable changes have taken place in
not only China-US relations but also the broader
international situation.

Through their direct interactions with the
Chinese side and firsthand observations in Chi-
na, the members of the delegation have had an
opportunity to better appreciate the impor-
tance of China-US ties and the vital role both
countries can play in promoting global stability
and development.

In his meeting with the US delegaucm,

China’s readi to enh
and communication, and create a favorable
atmosphere for exchanges at all levels and cooper-
ationin vanous fields, so asto strive for more prac-
tical act b the two ies.,

Itwas stressed in the meetings that the Taiwan
question is the first and inviolable red line in
China-US relations.

Both the US legislature and government should

tion, are for the stabl
of Sino-US relations. These are international obli-
gations that the US side must fulfill.

Li urged the US lawmakers to bear in mind
the broader interests of China-US friendship
and cooperation, and view and handle China-
related issues with prudence, thereby playing a
constructive role in the sustainable develop-
ment of bilateral relations.

Zhao signaled the willingness of China’s top
legislature to strengthen enga.gemem wnh the
US Congress, facilitate i

CaiMeng

and mutual visits, extending a welcome to more
US lawmakers to visit China.

It is hoped that the US senators, who play a key
role in influencing US lawmaking and policy-
making, will view China objectively, understand
China rationally, respect China’s core interests
earnestly, manage differences properly and join
hands to do more major, practical and good
things that are beneficial to both countries and
the world, as Wang stressed.

The visiting US senators should comprehend
Beijing’s stance that mutual respect is the founda-
tion for bilateral ties, peaceful coexistence the
guiding principle and win-win cooperation the
objective, The hard-won stability in bilateral rela-
tions should be cherished, so that the two sides
can work together to explore a proper way for
major countries to get along with one another.

Regulatory overreach masks EU’s malaise

heE Unions i

to technological anxiety is paperwork,
suspicion and the politicizing of econom-
ic relationships.

sions, German Foreign Minister Johann Wadeph-
ul has reportedly advanced proposals for broad
institutional reform within the EU itself, arguing
that Europe must adapt more effectively to geopo-

Opinion Line

FIFA pricing risks alienating
premium product-making fans

‘The 2026 FIFA World Cup has
already been sold as the biggest ever:
48 teams, three host nations, a projec-
ted $13 billion in revenue and a corpo-
rate footprint sprawling across North
America like a traveling trade expo.
Somewhere in between lies the faint
outline of an actual soccer tourna-
ment, watched by actual people,
many of whom are increasingly being
priced out of it.

Tt is as if FIFA were standing in the
middle of the world's most popular
sport like a luxury landlord rattling a
velvet donation bucket insisting that
the rent must go up again because

mented streams, mobile highlights,
social clips and flexible digital plat-
forms. Younger audiences are perfect-
1y comfortable catching goals after
they have been scored rather than
sacrificing sleep for group-stage kick-
offs. In that environment, FIFA's pric-
ing model looks more like figures
plucked out of the ether.

There is another layer of absurdity
here. Chinese journalists have
reportedly faced prolonged visa
delays that have prevented many
outlets from securing on-site studios,
commentary positions and working
facilities in time for the tournament,

demand is “historic” vhich kicks off in the United Stat
‘The latest manifestation of this tendency is a litical and economic realities. It can't keep central- l;:;oﬁ:ﬁons av:f'Chimk broad- ‘n‘n .llunc ICL R!:ad:ledeac;lss inevi!:Sbly
revised EU Mﬂm" Act proposed by the  izing more regulatory _authl)n_ty whi]e becoming casting rights for the 2026 World Cup  means reduced broadcast quality. Yet
European Commission, which would allow Brus-  further detached from industrial realities. remain stalled, with FIFA demanding ~ FIFA still appears determined to
sels to classify certain countries as states of “cyber- Some of the EU’s lawmakers appear astonishing- $300 million, 17 times what it ischarg-  charge champagne prices for
security concern” and designate companies as  ly distant from the sectors they regulate. Technolo- ing India, a country with a compara- watered-down beer.
“high-risk suppliers” based on vaguely defined gy legislation is frequently written through the ble population. This despite the fact And then there are the tickets.
‘hon—techmml nsks" Suppliers from targeted narrow lens of political symbolism rather than that China's men's national tmm did ‘This week the FIFA chairman
countri luded fromentire  operational pmcum.lltv Industrial policy becomes not qualify. That ab o def soaring World Cup ticket
supply chains across 18 critical sectors. performance alters the ofthe  prices by arguing they reflect the US
This is nothing more than pride and prejudice. ~ become moral theater. g“‘“ “"““:::’da’“mmwm;“‘ the ‘S;kgs“v: mﬂld ‘CC:" z)Mﬁadc exac lb i
0 i isi nese 101 ICc enthusiasm orl p Ket prices, but
According to a report released by the China The consequences are wsﬂ:gle. The EU wants Tins inevitably softened. Advertisers accarding to ESPN, prioes ranged
Chamber of Commerue to the EU and KPMG on  green while man- : . & ”; -
¥ % know this. Sponsorship appetite has from $25 to $475 per match. For the
Chinese under with costs do not face. It cooled. The longer FIFA clings to fan- final between Brazil and Italy, some
the proposed framework could cost the EU as  wants digital sovereignty while depending heavily : . : v
-~ o N N 2 tasy valuations, the more sponsors will  tickets exceeded $1,500. Adjusted for
much as €367.58 billion ($432.6 billion) over the on imported technologies. It wants strategic simply turn their attention elsewhere. 2026 inflation, that means tickets
next ffve years. That is equivalent to the GDP of a 1 .while i sup}?lier diversity. The Besides, this is not 2002, when fam-  roughly ranged from §55 to $1,050,
pud-s:md EU economy. Yet. Bruse)s appears will-  contradictions grow s!larper ‘with each new regu- ilies gathered around television setsat  with the final costing the equivalent
ing to absorb the economic pain in pursuit of a  latory package it unveils. dawn, or even 2010, when live broad- o about $3,300 today. In sharp con-
strategic doctrine that remains deeply subjective. The revised EU Act risks becom- casting still held sway. The death of trast, attending eight matches at the
‘The problem lies in how the EU is defining risk.  ing another example of the EU confusing strategic CNN founder Ted Turner on Wednes- 2026 World Cup (one per round) costs
"Technical vulnerabilities can be tested, audited and ~ caution with economic self-harm. The irony would day is itself an elegy for the declineof  roughly $6,900 for the cheapest cate-

corrected. “Non-technical risks”, by contrast, are
inherently ambiguous and elastic. Once security
becomes detached from verifiable engineering

ion risks by ing an ideologi-

cal instrument.
As a spokesperson for China’s Ministry of Com-
merce said, the dmﬁ law i s arbitnu'y

be particularly acute in telecommunications and
digital infrastructure. Chinese suppliers became
deeply embedded in the EU’s markets thanks to
their high cost-performance and proven reliability.
Retrofitting or dismantling large portions of these
systemswi.llnot magically create stronger Europe-
analternati i ltwillsimplyinamsedle

that ly chains under the
banner of “security’; while undermining the prin-
ciples of market competition and nondiscrimina-

tion that the EU itself once dlamploned_

costs for

and deepen l:mopés mmmt burden during a

period of already weak economic momentum.

The EU spaiks the language of openness while
i That i

the television network. Chinese view-
ers now consume soccer through frag-

What They Say

gory tickets — and up to $16,400 for
the most expensive, as per BBC Sport.

Soccer has always sold dreams.
FIFA has decided to sell exclusivity
instead. This is the danger of nvcr-

iali; asports
‘The World Cup is not the Super Bowl.
It is not Coachella with shin pads. it
belongs, at least morally, to billions of
people who invest themselves emo-
tionally in the game every four years.

FIFA should understand the risks
of overestimating its hand. This is,
after all, the same organization
whose recent history includes the
2015 FIFAgate, a scandal that
revealed systemic bribery, opaque
governance and industrial-scale self-
interest inside soccer’s ruling struc-
tures. Yet the institution survived,
repainted itself in the language of
reform, then resumed accumulating
money with renewed enthusiasm.

Which raises the obvious question.
Who watches over FIFA now?

Because soccer governance increas-
ingly resembles a closed financial eco-
system answerable mainly to itself.
Even former insiders have openly crit-
icized FIFAS lack of accountability.

The World Cup should be the great
festival of sport for the world. Instead,
FIFA risks transforming it intoa
gated premium product wrapped in
the rhetoric of global unity.

China’s broadcasters are right to
resist unrealistic pricing. Fans every-
where are right to complain about
ticket costs. And FIFA would do well
to remember a simple truth: soccer
made FIFA rich. FIFA did not make
soccer beloved.

— LIVANG, CHINA DAILY

APEC crucial cohesion platform in Asia-Pacific

Editor’s note: The second Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Senior Officials’ Meeting and related events will be held
in Shanghai from Monday to May 19. People’s Daily (_)versau Edmmz spoke to Tqunqwm, dean of the China Institute

far World Trade Olganwamm Studies at the Unis i
at the APEC Study Center of Nankai University, on China’s mk in the forum. Below are excerpts

racm:mg
d; f"“ilb]].lty in theworld mdrket, where

If “high-risk supplier” b litical i
label, ratherthana i thenany
foreign company can theoretically be at

any moment in accordance with which way Brus-
sels decides the political wind is blowing.

Former European Central Bank pmdent Mario
Draghi's warnings about the EU's

many growing
enthusiasm fur “de-risking” as little more t.han a
softer euph for

There is a distinction between rigorous stan-

crisis — a widening productivity gap, slow growth
andwmkenmgmdusmal power that nska“slow
and ingdeath” of the EU% —
have not been subtle. Yet they have not been heeded.

Instead, Brussels increasingly behaves like “a
regulatory overlord” presiding over a shrinking
estate that is being sold off to pay for the upkeep of
the manor. The EU is already struggling with shug-
gish growth, industrial emsxon, energy insecurity
and ining global It should
pause before traveling too far down this road.

As the EU is debating sweeping supplier exclu-

dards and politi dable categories that

of Inter 1 Bi

qf the interview. The views don’t necessarily represent those of China Daily.

At a time when geopolitical con-
flicts are disrupting global value
chains and multilateral mechanisms
are under strain, APEC isone of the

can be hed to fit shifting
Brussels should reconsider the most problematic
aspects of the draft law: the designation of coun-
tries of “cybersecurity concern’, the ambiguous
“non-technical risk” criteria and the sweepmg
restricti hed to “high-risk liers”

Ifthe EU truly wishes to adapt to a harsher global
era, it must reconnect its policymaking and law-
making with economic realities rather than ideo-
logical abstraction. Otherwise, the EU may
dmavertoolatetha.tnsg)mt&nwdnﬂ'abﬂnywas
not foreign vbutits v
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few ks where
can still sit down together to discuss
trade and economic cooperation

pragmatically. This gives the mecha-

The Asia-Pacific region still holds

and Zhang Jingjia,

ment. They also reflect both China’s

enormous ial for and its vision for the future
growth and trade cooperation. China  of APEC and the wider world.

is the largest trading partner for ‘The country has demonstrated a
nearly all the APEC members, giving  firm commitment to expanding

itan important role in regional coop-
eration. Despite frictions between
China and the United States and

opening-up through a series of con-
crete measures this year. It is alsoa
strong supporter of the multilateral
trading system and the World Trade
Oreanizati < 2

nism practical significance. Japan, economic and trade ties

By promoting upgraded connectiv-  remain a vital bridge. They i
ity initiatives and striving for tangi- to play an irreplaceable role in main-
ble results in physical, institutional taining relations and supporting
and people-to-people connectivity, regional stability.
APEC economies can better with- In this context, APEC serves as
stand external shud(s a.nd enhance both a stabilizer and a source of
regional hesion for the Asia-Pacific region.

At the same time, APEC can accel-
erate the green and innovation-driv-
en transformation across the region.
Greater cooperation in clean energy,

inerals and envi >

More importantly, it provides a valu-
able platform for leaders and officials
at different levels to engage in practi-
cal discussions and sustained com-

ion. Even when differences

green
protection will help member econo-
mies move toward smarter, greener
and more digital growth while reduc-
ing dependence on traditional fossil
fuels. Innovation-led transformation
is essential for the long-term sustain-
able development of the Asia-Pacific.
It can also create new engines of
growth in times of uncertainty.

and disputes persist, dialogue
remains essential to regional stability
and economic certainty. This is pre-
cisely why APEC’s role cannot easily
be replaced.

China has become one of the world’s
major innovation hubs, particularly
in manufacturing, and is well-posi-
tioned to contribute more to APEC's
innovation-driven development.
‘When it comes to cooperation, China
has consistently advocated partner-
ship rather than confrontation, a
position that aligns closely with
APEC’s core principles.

Although China remains a devel-
oping country, it is making tangible
contributions to global development
and regional prosperity by expand-
ing market access, increasing out-
ward investment, deepening supply

China’s three pnonues for APEC cham oooperanon and su'engthcmng
2026 — and It also
ion — can help rei the tronger v and
focus on regional shared develop- more resilient supply chains,
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Jiang Jianguo

China’s right path to human development

hina is promoting the well-

rounded personal development

of its people and the all-around

advancement of human rights.
These goals were part of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee’s rec-
ommendations for formulating the 15th
Five-Year Plan (2026-30), as well as the
plan’s outline approved by national law-
makers.

Together, the two documents provide
guidance for the country to put into
practice the idea that “living a happy life
is the primary human right”.

“Putting the people first” is the fun-
damental principle guiding China’s
pursuit of well-rounded personal
development of the people and
advancement of human rights in all
fields in the new era.

Chinese modernization is ulti-
mately measured by the growth
and development of the people. Its
purpose is to stimulate the people’s
initiative and creativity by enhanc-
ing their capabilities and competence.

Promoting well-rounded personal
development essentially means fol-
lowing a people-centered approach
and upholding the commitment to
respect, empower and support the
people and facilitate their progress
while advancing human rights.

Human rights are interdepend-
ent and must be advanced compre-
hensively through a systematic
approach.

China’s pursuit of all-around
advancement of human rights is
reflected in its efforts to build a
human rights protection system cov-
ering all fields, improve the protec-
tion of all rights, and channel more
publie resources into core areas of
personal development.

Both the recommendations for
the 15th Five-Year Plan and the plan’s
outline place emphasis on investment
in human capital that is key to pro-
moting both well-rounded personal
development and all-around
advancement of human rights, as
people themselves are the funda-
mental goal of modernization.

On the one hand, more public
resources are being directed to sec-
tors related to livelihoods, such as

and social security.

On the other hand, the country is
aligning investment priorities to ensure
that

and promote people’s rights.

The focus is on meeting people’s basic
subsistence needs, boosting the quality
of life, and ensuring people live a life of
security, stability and dignity.

By improving the basic public service
system and the social security system,
the aim is to establish a network to pro-
tect subsistence rights that covers all
people and ensures their well-being
throughout their lives.

Unlocking people's potential is anoth-

MA XUEJING / CHINA DAILY

er major goal. Investment in human cap-
ital will help enhance people’s ability to
grow, participate and create. The docu-
ments emphasize removing barriers to
personal development and call for
improving the lifelong learning system,
optimizing human resource develop-

different groups of people enjoy greater
parity of opportunities.

The recommendations and the outline
lay a solid institutional foundation for
the advancement of human rights, They
call for continued improvement in the

ituti and d

ment, and refining the country’ ploy
ment support mechanisms so that

Asit K. Biswas, Wang Hao and Cecilia Tortajada

Flood of opportunities in ecological preservation

he idea of ecological civilizati been receiving more rainfall than before,

was first introduced during th while some areas along the Yangtze Riv-

17th National Congress of the er have been recording less rain.

Communist Party of China in ‘This climate shift is gradually chang-
2007, marking a new direction in the ing China’s ecological landscape.

country’s social and economic develop-
ment. In 2012, it became even more cen-
tral when it was included in the “five-in-

‘These changes are closely linked to the
increase in global warming. Rising tem-
peratures are making extreme weather

one” placing
protection alongside economic, political,
cultural, and social development.

The impor-
tance of the
concept has
continued to
grow. In 2017,
ecological civili-
zation was
described as a long-term goal for China’s
future, and, in 2018, it was written into
its Constitution.

Today, it is a key concept shaping how
the country approaches development.

In recent years, China has made

kable progress in eco-

Global
Lens

more frequent and intense,
and imes for longer i

For example, more typhoons are mov-
ing faster northward in the country,
increasing the risk of heavy rainfall, and
thus increasing economic losses in
inland regions.

As a result, areas that once faced regu-
lar droughts now have to face new chal-
lenges such as severe storms and floods.

Against this backdrop, ecological civiliza-
tion is helping China respond to both new

ities and i

Increased rainfall is easing water shortages
in northern and northwestern regions.
Across the Mongolian Plateau, for
le, surface water bodies and wet-

logical civilization effectively into its
development planning.
‘A major challenge to the country’s

lands have shown clear signs of recovery
since 2010. These changes are opening

for P! peoples as
well as coordinated efforts to promote

land management practices.

These environmental improvements
are also improving agriculture and local
economies. In northeastern provinces
like Heilongjiang and Jilin, warmer tem-
peratures and more rainfall are extend-
ing growing seasons and supporting the
expansion of maize and rice production.

In the North China Plain, more rainfall
and effective groundwater management
have significantly reduced pressure on
aquifer depletion. This process is helping
farmers maintain stable production of
wheat and maize, which ensures food
security and i rural

sound legislation, strict law enforce-
ment, impartial administration of justice
and observance of the law by all.
The d also aim to facil
upward mobility of people. They attach
importance to creating an environment
of fair competition, making rules and
policies more fair to ensure equal
opportunities, and improving the
institutions for coordinated develop-
ment among different regions and
between urban and rural areas.

As China’s human rights cause
starts a new chapter, the country needs
to develop human rights theories
based on its own practice and acceler-
ate the building of its own human
rights knowledge system.

China’s human rights cause has giv-
en rise to new concepts such as “living
ahappy life is the primary human
right”and “the rights to subsistence
and development are the primary
and basic human rights”.

There is an imbalance between
human rights knowledge provided
by the Global North and that pro-

vided by the Global South.

Continued efforts are therefore
needed to draw inspiration from

LiJuncheng

Young urban ears
increasingly tuning
into podcasts

subway ride, a treadmill, a late-night

walk home: all these are places where

podcasts have quietly taken root. For

many young urban people, listening has
become part of the daily rhythm.

An episode on the morning commute, another at
the gym, one more before bed — this is not a niche
habit, but simply how people live now.

The rise of podcasts can be traced back to around
2020. The pandemic changed how people moved
through daily life. Commutes shrank, travel stopped,
and working from home became routine for many.

Time once used for socializing, commuting, or
light entertainment needed a new home. Podcasts
stepped into that space with unusual ease. They
were easy to access, easy to fit into daily routines,
and rich enough to offer both information and
company.

The growth has been fast. China is now one of
the world’s fastest-growing podcast markets. By
2025, the number of Chinese-language podcast lis-
teners was expected to cross 150 million, while the
total market revenue may have exceeded 5 billion
wuan ($733.5 million). In the competition for atten-
tion, podcasts have claimed something rare: unin-
terrupted time.

That is one reason podcasts feel different from so
much of today’s content. Short-form video is built
for speed and surprise. Podcasts ask for something

Chinese modernization, build China’s

human rights th ical k

and help address that imbalance.
China also has to build a more
vivid narrative, allowing the world
to know better about its human
rights achievements.

Chinese modernization provides
both the material and a solid founda-
tion for the country to tell its human
rights story. Since it entered the new
era, China has made remarkable

achievements in human rights.

Human rights have been promot-
ed through development, protected
through reform and improved
through governance. These macro-
level achievements should be
translated into multi-dimensional
and relatable stories.

By sharing with the world its

human rights stories and insights,

China can help make global human
rights governance more just, equita-
ble and inclusive.

At present, global human rights
development still faces many challen-

ges, including hegemonism, regional
conflicts and extreme poverty. China has
adhered to inclusive development, pur-
sued the common human aspiration of
“human rights for all” and created favora-
ble conditions for ping iesto
share in development gains.

Going forward, the country needs to
continue strengthening international
human rights and building a community
with a shared future for humanity.

The author is the executive vice-president
of the China Society for Human Rights
Studies.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.

Cities have further improved monitoring
systems and inter-institutional coordina-
tion, making adaptation to climate
change more effective, proactive and less
damaging.

However, challenges remain. More
intense rainfall is putting added pressure
on flood control systems and urban
drai networks that were
for the more stable climate conditions in
the past.

Adaptation is an ongoing process that
requires conti impro i

Ecological civilization offers a clear
irection for this effort. It connects envi-

incomes. ronmental protection with economic

At the same time, recovering ecosys- and social planning, helping China
tems are creating new ic oppor- adapt t ing climate iti
tunities for people. Proper vhil inuing its steady social and
of wetlands and lakes is supporting fish-  economic development.

eries, eco-tourism and several green
industries. In this way, ecological

By improving water and land manage-
ment practices, supporting agriculture,
and i ili in cities

are being
linked with socioeconomic development.
In cities, ecological civilization is also
changing how climate risks are
Places such as Wuhan, Hubei prov-

up new envi and

during the post-2020 era has been that
the climate, as in the rest of the world,
has been changing much faster than sci-
entists had expected. Fortunately, the
concept of ecological civilization has pro-
vided an important framework within
which the issues associated with climate
change can be properly addressed.

One of the clearest signs of climate
change is the shifting patterns of rainfall.

Since the early 2000s, northern China,
traditionally a water-scarce area, has

In Inner Mongolia autonomous
region, this trend can already be
observed. East Juyan Lake, which disap-
peared in the late 20th century, has reap-
peared in recent years. Wuliangsuhai
Lake has begun to stabilize after years of
steady decline. Hongjiannao Lake, the
largest desert freshwater lake in China, is
also gradually recovering, helped not
only by increased rainfall but also by the
implementation of stronger environ-
mental policies and better water and

ince and G prov-
ince, among others, have developed
“sponge city” programs, which allow
rainwater to contribute to groundwater
recharge.

This means water can be used instead
of causing floods and economic damage.

Major infrastructure projects, includ-
ing the South-North Water Transfer, are
also helping to balance water resources
across regions, and contributing to the
country’s economic development.

Recent extreme weather events have
further pushed these efforts forward.

and regions, China is turning climate
challenges into opportunities for more

cept but alsoa

else. A can stretch across 40 minutes,
an hour, or sometimes even longer. There is no
rush to the punchline, no need for visual fireworks.
The human voice carries the experience. It can
sound casual, intimate, thoughtful, even reassur-
ing. That is a big part of the medium’s power.

In a world crowded with noise,
they offer a different kind of atten-
tion. In a world driven by speed,
they make room for thought.

Podcasts also fit naturally into moments when
the eyes are busy but the mind is free. Walking,
running, cooking, driving, folding laundry — these
are all times when audio makes sense. A podcast
can turn spare minutes into something fuller and
make a daily routine feel less empty.

Still, the appeal of podcasts goes beyond conve-
nience. They also answer a quieter emotional need.

Alistener who cannot sleep at night may listen to
a familiar host talking about a book, a film or simply
the events of the day. The effect can be surprisingly
comforting. Research suggests that listening to the
human voice can prompt the release of oxytocin,
often called the “trust hormone”; which is linked to
reduced stress and a greater sense of closeness. Pod-
casts make use of that effect in an understated way.
Over time, the relationship between host and listen-
er can become almost personal.

The boom has been helped by the range of peo-
ple making podeasts. In August 2025, public fig-
ures such as Luo Yonghao and Chen Luyu entered
the field with video podcasts. At the same time,
ind dent creators h: d to bring their
own voices, expertise and obsessions into the mix.

The result is a broad soundscape that now
includes culture, science, dialects, folklore, philoso-
phy, and new occupations. On Xiaoyuzhou, a major
platform, 2025 saw more than 64,000 new podcast
shows and nearly 700,000 new episodes.

That is where podcasts start functioning as an
alternative ishing world. In the traditional
book market, many subjects never find a strong
commercial home. They may matter deeply toa
small audi but they are too ialized to jus-
tify a print run. Podcasts remove that barrier. With
a smartphone, a microphone, and a quiet room, a
creator can speak to thousands of people who care
about the same narrow subject.

That helps explain why podcasts are becoming
culturally important in ways that are easy to over-
look. In Lyuliang, Shanxi provinee, a group of Jin dia-
lect it a podcast to explore and
preserve their local dialect. In Hangzhou, Zhejiang
province, several podcasts have moved offline, turn-
ing digital conversations into live cultural gatherings.

These examples are small, but they point to

hing larger. Podcasts can sts connec-
tions between people and places and turn shared
interests into real communities.

Of course, the industry still has real problems.
Content quality varies widely, business models are
uneven and regulation is still catching up. But new
cultural forms often look less important than they
later prove to be.

Online literature once seemed like a side cur-
rent; it later fed a much larger IP economy. Pod-
casts may follow a similar path. As more high-
quality original content moves toward sustainable
paid models, the medium could become a stable
part of the digital cultural landscape.

The appeal of podcasts lies in depth, sincerity,
and voice. They are rooted in ordinary life, shaped
by ordinary people, and carried by ordinary

not just an i i
practical way forward in a changing climate.

Asit K. Biswas is a distinguished visiting
professor at the University of Glasgow in
the UK: Wang Hao is an academician at
the Chinese Academy of Engineering and
a professor at the China Institute of
Water Resources and H

Research; Cecilia Tortajada is an honora-
ry professor at the University of Glasgow
inthe UK.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.

That is precisely why they matter.

In a world crowded with noise, they offer a dif-
ferent kind of attention. In a world driven by speed,
they make room for thought. And in the space
between one voice and another, they are helping
shape a new kind of mass culture,

The author is an associate researcher at the
Institute of Finance and Banking of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences and a senior research
fellow at the National Institution for Finance
and Development.

The views don't necessarily reflect those of

China Daily.



THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Friday, May 8, 2026 | A13

OPINION

The Red-Blue Economic Divide

There’s a sil-
ver lining in
the  clouds
that produce
today’s politi-
cal storms. It
is the grow-
ing, obvious
disparity be-
tween  red-
state and
blue-state
economic models, which puts
their theories to a real-world
test. One side is doing all the
winning.

This was beautifully illus-
trated this week via the amus-
ingly unequal battle between
New York Mayor Zohran
Mamdani and Citadel CEO
(and Florida resident) Ken
Griffin. Mr. Mamdani pro-
voked it by using a malicious,
personal attack to promote
his pied-a-terre tax. In a

POTOMAC
WATCH

By Kimberley
A. Strassel

Mamdani is teaching
the whole country a
lesson, as his city
empties of people.
I

video, the mayor

town Manhattan jobs.
Just how daft was
made clearer by this
week’s response from
Mr. Griffin. At a Milken
Institute conference, he
said that Mr. Mamdani’s
attack had helped clar-
ify Citadel's future,
“When we moved from
Chicago, there was a de-
bate between New York
and Miami. It's unques-
tionably true that we
made the right choice,”
he said. “And now what
the mayor of New York
has made clear to my
partners, and princi-
pally my New York part-
ners, . . . is that we need to
double down on our bet in Mi-
ami. Because we want to be in
a state that embraces business,
that embraces education, that
embraces personal freedom
and liberty, and that embraces
people having an opportunity
to live the American dream.
And a dream of earned suc-
cess, not a dream of redistribu-
tive handouts that leave people
dependent on government for
their lives and their livelihoods
in a way that takes away dig-
nity and honor.”
Mr. i T by

that “rich” owners of second
homes in his city don’t pay
their fair share, pointing to
“this penthouse, which hedge-
fund CEO Ken Griffin bought
for $238 million.”

Citadel in 2022 moved its
headquarters from Chicago to
Miami, but it still maintains a
large New York presence—
which made it a daft target to
pick. The hedge fund’s team
members have paid nearly
$2.3 billion in city and state
taxes in the past five years,
while Citadel is deciding
‘whether to redevelop a Park
Avenue office that would cre-
ate 15,000 permanent Mid-

insisting that New York’s tax
system was “unjust” and that
only after further taxing “the
wealthiest New Yorkers” will
the “city be one that working
people can actually afford to
live in.”

This is demonstrably un-
true, as evidenced by Florida.
Miami-Dade County has expe-
rienced booming growth, with
“working people” flocking to
chase an explosion of busi-
ness, jobs and better lives. Its
schools are better than New
York’s, its housing and rent
half as expensive, its utilities
more affordable. It is cleaner,
isw’'t teeming with vagrants,

New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani

and you can even visit a Wal-

movement. Cities are
vying to become fi-
nance and tech hubs.
By contrast, pro-
gressives are doubling
down on taxes and re-
distribution. At least
eight states now have a
“millionaire’s  tax”—
several created in just
the past year—while at
least a dozen more
sprint to adopt one.
Blue states are promis-
ing even bigger hand-
outs, more “crack-
downs” on business,
greater union power,
fewer cops. Even as
crime rages, schools
fail, and Lhe cost of living

g
3
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mart. Miami get all
this because of—not in spite
of—zero state income taxes,
zero estate taxes, a manage-
able 7% sales tax, and reason-
able property taxes and corpo-
rate taxes. Those policies drive
growth and revenue.

New Yorkers, by contrast,
stagger under tax and cost
burdens. A combined state and
local income tax of as much as
14.8%. A state and city sales
tax of nearly 9%. Property
taxes. A heaving corporate in-
come tax. All for the joy of
crummy schools, insane rent,
costly utilities and a collaps-
ing transit infrastructure.
More than 100,000 people fled
the Big Apple last year.

This is the divide, and it is
accelerating across the coun-
try. Red states are racing each
other to compete for growth—
cutting taxes, slashing regula-
tions, enacting government-
union reforms. South Carolina
is the latest to join the flat-or-
zero tax movement, the ninth
state to do so since 2021
Texas last year implemented
the largest school-choice pro-
gram in the nation, joining a
sweeping  universal-choice

keeps i

The chasm between these
two approaches is now too
wide for businesses or average
Americans to ignore. And it’s
what is providing those fasci-
nating, real-time results.

Whereas i once

BOOKSHELF | By Nuno Castel-Branco

The Story
Of Spectacles

A Four-Eyed World

By David King Dunaway
Bloomsbury Academic, 296 pages, $28.95

son across the street. In Oxford, England, where I live,

tourists could use these glasses to identify Nobel Prize
winners or bestselling novelists—people famous for their
work but not their faces. What would we do with this
information? How would people feel about being identified
through such devices?

This optical revolution may become reality soon. Most
smartglasses don’t yet have facial-recognition capabilities,
but already they can use augmented reality to answer cer-
tain questions about what we see. These glasses promise
great benefits. Imagine surgeons operating while stream-
ing live video back to a medical-school classroom; or peo-
ple with Alzheimer’s receiving directions to return home
after a walk. Skiers could use the glasses to monitor speed,
elevation or even to make phone calls.

I magine using eyeglasses to learn more about the per-

felt compelled to stay in Wall
Street or Silicon Valley, the
downsides have grown too
huge. Whereas working folks
in the past mainly relocated
for weather or the occasional
job switch, Americans are to-
day moving aggressively on
the basis of economic policy.
They are flocking to Florida,
Texas, Utah, Tennessee, Geor-
gia, the Carolinas. They are
draining out of New York, Illi-
nois, New Mexico, Massachu-
setts, New Jersey, California
and Hawaii. The obvious suc-
cess of one model and the ob-
vious failure of another is doc-
umented with every one-way
U-Haul rental.

And it conjures in the mind
a future Mamdani video. One
in which the mayor is still rav-
ing about injustice—but no-
body is left in New York to
hear him.

Write to kim@wsj.com.

Religion and the Right to Be Left Alone

HOUSES OF Vice Presi-
WORSHIP  dent JD
By Avatans Vance caused
Kumar an  uproar

this past fall

when he ex-
pressed his wish that his wife,
Usha, a practicing Hindu,

would one day follow his spir-
itual path. Many in the billion-
strong global Hindu commu-
nity were outraged at his
declared hope that Mrs. Vance
would convert to Catholicism.

Different religions perceive
proselytization differently. Re-
ligious conversions, normal in
the Western world, have never
held much place in nonprose-
Iytizing traditions. Christian-
ity and Islam, the world’s
largest religions, both actively
seek converts from other
faiths through persuasion, ed-
ucation, outreach and some-
times coercion.

One visible result is that
even today discussions of
freedom of religion have a
pro-proselytizing tint. Article
18 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights protects
the freedom of thought con-
science and religi clud-

systemic misunderstanding.
From the perspective of
nonproselytizing  religions,
people have a right to stay in
their religion and not be both-
ered by those who wish to
convert them. There is a dis-
connect in human-rights dis-
course. The right to change
religion is unqualified by its
nature, but the right to try to
change someone’s religion
can’t be unqualified without
interfering with and violating
others’ religious freedom.
‘This disconnect is visible in
the U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom,
which has no Hindu commis-
sioners. Conferences on free-
dom of religion routinely have
inadequate representation of
Hinduism. The United Nations
2022 Congress of the Leaders
of World and Traditional Reli-
gions had “minimal” represen-
tation, according to prominent
Hindu leaders.
The root of this general
dismissal of nonproselyﬂzmg
ligions is the d of

As these forms of faith
came down to the present day,
they tended to ignore the
strain of religions that are
mostly nonproselytizing—Hin-
duism, Buddhism, Jainism, Ju-
daism, Taoism, Confucianism,
Shinto and tribal indigenous
traditions. In these nonprose-
lIytizing religions, actively
seeking new converts serves
no theological purpose.

Why should freedom
favor proselytizing
faiths over those that
don’t seek converts?

Some of these faiths teach
that spiritual experiences
transcend sectarian boundar-
ies and aren’t limited to one
faith. Key Hindu beliefs illus-
trate this idea: Hinduism
holds that many paths access
one underlying Truth. The Rig

Christiamty and Islam. The
former is known for promot-
ing ism, as seen in Je-

ing the right to change one’s
religion or belief. The declara-
tion doesn’t specifically pro-
tect the right to retain one’s
faith. Nonproselytizing reli-
gions face an asymmetry, and
their efforts to safeguard fol-
lowers from predatory prose-
Iytization are routinely la-
beled violations of religious
freedom and human rights.
That India’s anticonversion
laws are criticized by interna-
tional rights izations ex-

g
sus’ directive in Mark 16:15:
“Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every
creature.” Islam emphasizes
dawah, instructing Muslims to
invite people to Islam. Mus-
lims ruled large parts of India
from the early 13th to the 19th
century, and during this era
Muslim preachers and Sufi
mystics actively proselytized
for Islam. The pattern of seek-
mg converts is manifested in
vy work of both

emplifies this asymmetry and

Chnstxamty and Islam.

Veda, Hindui oldest text,
concisely reflects this with the
aphorism “Truth is one, but
the wise call it by many
names.”

At the heart of proselytiz-
ing is exclusivity. There is a
belief within proselytizing
traditions that their faith
alone has access to spiritual
experiences in this life and
beyond. Such exclusivism has
led tn violence. Over the half-

Con-

ism as they expanded across
Europe. Catherine Nixey’s
2014 book, “The Darkening
Age: The Christian Destruc-
tion of the Classical World,”
argues that this marked a tur-
bulent and violent transfor-
mation, giving rise to what
some have described as the
“savage birth” of Christian
Europe.

Islam often spread in the
Arab world and Indian subcon-
tinent with the might of the
sword. Several scholars have
described the destruction of
Hindu temples and deities in
the Indian subcontinent.

Colonialism is closely
linked to religious conver-
sion, as British missionaries
sought to convert Hindus.
Many British Christians be-
lieved their religion was more
advanced and enlightened
than those of the people they
ruled, motivating their mis-
sionary activities.

The result of all this his-
tory is the echo that still per-
sists in the contemporary
views of human-rights organi-
zations, with their definitions
of religious freedom as cen-
tered around the freedom to
proselytize.

And thereby such ma)or Te-
ligions as the

Eyeglasses—smart or
not—make the uncertain-
ties of technology especially
clear, as argued in “A Four-
Eyed World,” an entertain-
ing account of how glasses
change the way we see.
Written by David King Dun-

away, a professor of English

at the University of New

Mexico, the book explains

“why eyeglasses have cut

such a wide swath through

American and world culture.”

As Mr. Dunaway points

out, eyeglasses carry an

ambiguity that still shapes
modern society. Two-thirds of
the U.S. population wears glasses, but many still avoid
showing them in public, either by taking them off for pho-
tos or wearing contact lenses instead. American presidents
have rarely been seen wearing glasses.

Mr. Dunaway is no optical scientist, but he is a gifted
writer. “Like medicine to reduce a fever,” he tells us, glasses
bring relief to those with shortsightedness, “reclaiming a
world” that had “slipped into obscurity.” His book is an
enthralling exploration of what it means to wear glasses,
and “their place in popular culture.” He explains why Meryl
Streep’s imperious magazine editor in “The Devil Wears
Prada” is one of the few female characters in Hollywood to
wear glasses in a favorable way. He exposes the secrets of
William Bates, the ophthalmologist who convinced Igor Stra-
vinsky and Thomas Mann to perform eye-muscle exercises
rather than wear glasses.

“A Four-Eyed World” also addresses the “epidemic of
myopia” among modern young adults. Children today are
exposed to screens from an early age, but, Mr. Dunaway
reminds us, smartphones “as toys may not be a good idea.”
Moreover, most people need glasses today because they
spend too much time indoors—a problem that has led
schools to increase the time students spend outside. We
can only imagine what will happen when smartglasses or
lenses become widespread, offering users the opportunity
to record or stream everything they see.

Despite its promises, however, “A Four-Eyed World”
falls short of being a suitable history of eyeglasses. Good
history books should quote from primary sources or recent
scholarly works. By failing on both notes, Mr. Dunaway
pays a high price. Quoting from a PBS documentary and
from newspapers and popular books, “A Four-Eyed World”
repeats false and outdated ideas, such as that Columbus
was inspired to travel west because he thought “the world
must be a sphere, rather than a flat disc.” Or that Roger
Bacon, an Oxford friar and one of the first to write about
the optics of eyeglasses, was imprisoned for attempting to
invent them.

Instead of taking seriously the innovative research on
the histories of optics conducted by such scholars as Sven
Dupré, Vincent Ilardi and David Lindberg, Mr. Dunaway
advances factual mistakes, such as that St. Jerome kept a
pair of glasses “by his desk,” despite the fact that Jerome
lived almost a millennium before glasses were invented. An
image of Francis Bacon, the English lord chancellor, is mis-
labeled as the friar Roger Bacon.

Eyeglasses are not neutral in literary works.
Shakespeare sometimes scorned them. Harry
Potter’s mark him as intelligent and vulnerable.

world’s third-largest faith—
are excluded from human-
rights discourse, international
bodies and religious-freedom

stantine’s conversion to Chris-
tianity and the Edict of Milan
in 313, Christian leaders and
followers actively destroyed
sites and traditions of pagan-

The Trip My Mother Didn’t

By Danny Heitman

hortly before Mother’s

Day in 2008, my 78-

year-old mother checked
into the hospital for routine
surgery to fix her knee. She’d
booked her first trip to the
Grand Canyon for the coming
summer, and she wanted to
walk without pain while
sightseeing. But life had other
plans for my dear old mom.
She suffered a rare

experience the wrong way.
My mother had spent her
final days in eager anticipa-
tion of pastel sunsets in des-
ert skies. Is there any better
way to close out a life than
looking ahead with a smile?

There’s something
about the unfinished

work of living.

tion on the operating table
and never woke up.

For a few years after my
mother died, I thought about
her on Mother’s Day with
wistful regret. It seemed un-
fair that she’d been preparing
for a lovely Southwestern od-
yssey, only to have it end so
badly. But over time, I came
to see that I was viewing her

It also occurred to me that
someone as active and curi-
ous as my mother was bound
to conclude her story in mid-
sentence. If she had lived to
see the Grand Canyon, she’d
have hatched fresh schemes
to see the sequoias of Califor-
nia, the falls of Niagara, per-
haps the Great Lakes, where

my late father began his ser-
vice in the Navy. There would
have always been some itin-
erary on the calendar when
my mother took her final
breath.

The idea that rich lives
must close with a few loose
ends isn’t a new one. Novelist
Gail Godwin, 88, has pointed
readers toward a quote attri-
buted to filmmaker Ingmar
Bergman: “An artist should al-
ways have one work between
himself and death.” It’s a
proverb Ms. Godwin has kept
in mind while deep in her
own work, though her time
left to wrap up manuscripts
isn’t infinite.

New Yorker writer John
McPhee, 95, calls these late-
season ambitions “old-people
projects,” open-ended activi-
ties designed to keep one busy

monitoring  organizations.
This ry needs to be
addressed.

Mr. Kumar is president
and trustee of the nonprofit
INDICA.

Take

until life’s closing curtain,
whenever it might descend.

That philosophy is a lively
rejoinder to the notion of a
bucket list, that neat inven-
tory of goals and destina-
tions that one supposedly
ticks off with businesslike ef-
ficiency. Bucket-listers envi-
sion a lifetime wrapped up as
smartly as a dossier before
the parting bell tolls, with
each page filled in, every de-
sire fulfilled.

But maybe the best lives
finish as my mother’s did,
without all the boxes checked.
A mother’s dreams, like her
love, are sometimes more
than any list can contain.

Mr. Heitman is a columnist
for the Baton Rouge Advocate
and editor of Phi Kappa Phi’s
Forum magazine.

Mr. Dunaway’s strengths lie where he is an expert: Eng-
lish literature. From him we learn that eyeglasses were not
neutral in literary works. Shakespeare wrote often about
them, sometimes pejoratively: “Wilt thou. .. seek for sor-
row with thy spectacles?” asks the king in “Henry VI, Part
2” (1592). Jonathan Swift was more positive, using, as Mr.
Dunaway tells us, “glasses as shields” against arrows in
“Gulliver’s Travels” (1726). By giving the boy glasses, J.K.
Rowling portrayed Harry Potter as both intelligent and
vulnerable.

Spectacles were also crucial to Aldous Huxley, who said
he became a writer rather than a physician due to his
poor vision. He presumably wrote “Brave New World”
(1932) while wearing glasses, but by the time he composed
“The Art of Seeing” (1942), as Mr. Dunaway tells us, Hux-
ley had given up wearing glasses with the help of the
Bates method.

Few people today could imagine a world without eye-
glasses, just as they could not conceive of a world without
screens, an analogy that “A Four-Eyed World” often sug-
gests, Bravely, Mr. Dunaway steps in Huxley’s shoes and
lets go of eyeglasses for a week, writing passionately
about the experience throughout the book. Life is harder.
Books have to be within 5 inches to be read, and things
have to be done more slowly. At the same time, colors
become more vivid, the ears more astute. “In pursuit of
perfect vision,” he concludes, “I had overlooked much in
the visual matrix surrounding me every day.”

Mr. Castel-Branco is a historian of science at the Univer-
sity of Oxford and writes the Stories of Science newsletter
on Substack.
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The Great 340B Healthcare Grift

as government policies raise drug

prices. A textbook example is the fed-
eral 340B drug program,
which hospitals exploit to
raid drug makers. Since the
press missed it, we’ll tell you
about the spectacular opinion
by a federal judge detailing
how this well-intended pro-
gram has become a scam on
taxpayers.

Last week federal Judge Daniel Traynor
blocked a North Dakota law that sought to ex-
ploit 340B to transfer hundreds of millions of
dollars from drug makers to hospitals and phar-
macies. But his special contribution is his opin-
ion explaining how a program “meant to help
American poor is being abused to provide a
windfall to hospital conglomerates and partici-
pating pharmacies.”

We've previously reported how 340B has be-
come a cash cow for hospitals. Congress created
the program in 1992 to assist hospitals serving
large numbers of low-income patients. To par-
ticipate in Medicare and Medicaid, drug firms
are required to “offer” their products at steep
discounts to such hospitals.

Discounts typically range from 20% to 50% of
a drug’s sticker price. “In some cases, the dis-
count is so steep hospitals pay ‘a penny per
unit,” Judge Traynor writes. Hospitals and phar-
macies with which they contract dispense the
drugs to patients who pay the non-discounted
prices (or their insurers do). This is a sweet arbi-
trage for hospitals and pharmacies.

“AstraZeneca’s Farxiga, for example, sells for
‘hundreds of dollars’ commercially but ‘less
than a dollar’ with the 340B discount,” the
judge notes. Drug makers in turn raise sticker
prices to make up for the discounts they are re-
quired to give hospitals. “Ultimately, it is the pa-
tients who suffer as a result,” the judge writes.

340B spending has ballooned as more hospi-
tals have become eligible owing to the Obama-
Care Medicaid expansion. Now some of the
wealthiest hospitals in the U.S. qualify, and
there is no requirement that they use the dis-
counts to directly help patients. Studies have
found that hospitals largely use the money for
financial investments and acquisitions.

Hospitals are also contracting with more
pharmacies, which are paid a kickback to dis-
pense medicines. Between 2010 and 2019, the
number of contract pharmacies nationwide in-
creased 18-fold, the judge says. Meanwhile,
340B drug purchases surged to $81 billion in
2024 from $6.9 billion in 2012.

P oliticians love to hate Big Pharma even

A federal judge shows
how this hospital
‘discount’ fleeces drug
makers and patients.

Drug makers in recent years have attempted
to limit the number of contract pharmacies to
which they provide discounts to prevent abuse.
This has spurred litigation. The
Third Circuit and the D.C. Cir-
cuit courts of appeal have held
that drug makers aren’t re-
quired under federal law to pro-
vide discounts to an unlimited
number of pharmacies.

Enter North Dakota, which
passed a law last year barring
drug makers from limiting the number of phar-
macies in the state that qualify for discounts.
Arkansas has passed a similar law, and other
states are considering it. Judge Traynor ex-
plains crisply: “Here is what is really going on:
a coordinated collusion” between hospitals and
pharmacies “to exploit Congress’s inattention
to a federal program.”

“This scheme works because no one consid-
ers manufacturers as victims. Big pharma gar-
ners little sympathy,” he writes, but that doesn’t
“mean manufacturers should be fleeced by en-
terprising states and hospital conglomerates
that wield power in legislative lobbies.” North
Dakota’s law “benefits hospital conglomerates,
and Joe Paycheck sees no difference in the price
of his meds.”

The judge ruled that North Dakota’s law is
pre-empted by federal law since “manufactur-
ers are forced to decide between violation of a
state law or participation in a federal program
with additional costs, which amount to the mil-
lions.” AbbVie estimated North Dakota’s law
would cost it $35 million this year alone.

Multiply that cost across the pharmaceutical
industry and the U.S., and you’re looking at an
income transfer of tens of billions of dollars a
vear from drug companies and patients to hos-
pitals and their pharmacy partners. Senate Re-
publicans last year issued a report detailing
how wealthy hospitals like the Cleveland Clinic
have exploited the program.

An Empire Center for Public Policy report
this spring found that 340B revenue for New
York’s well-endowed hospital systems has bal-
looned—=846% for Mount Sinai between 2019
and 2024. This has driven “up drug costs for
employer-sponsored health plans, including
taxpayer-funded plans offered by state and local
governments,” the report says.

If Republicans in Congress want to reduce
healthcare costs, they’ll use their next budget
reconciliation bill to curb this 340B abuse—say,
by requiring hospitals and pharmacies to pass
along the discount money to patients. This is
government grift at its worst.

Hong Kong’s Spy Campaign Is Exposed

ong Kong dissidents have long warned

that the Chinese city uses its economic

outposts for nefarious purposes abroad.
Their vindication came this

search for sensitive information.

The targets of the HKETO'’s spying campaign
included Nathan Law, Finn Lau and Christopher
Mung, who sought refuge in the

week as a British court con- The city used an UK. after fleeing Hong Kong
victed twomeninaspyingplot,  economic office to stalk under threat of arrest for pro-
and American lawmakers can .. . moting democracy. Hong Kong
act to prevent similar Chinese dissidents in the U.K. has placed bounties of more

harassment in the U.S.

The Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Office (HKETO) in London ostensibly
exists to promote commerce. But the office or-

ized and funded a ign to stalk “dissi-
dents living in the UK who were referred to by
individuals linked to the Hong Kong authorities
as ‘cockroaches,”” the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice said in a news release Thursday.

A British jury heard that Billy Yuen, a former
Hong Kong cop who worked at the London
HKETO, oversaw the spying campaign. Peter
Wai, a British border force officer and police
constable, helped with information-gathering
and surveillance.

Both men were found guilty Thursday of as-
sisting a foreign intelligence service in violation
of the U.K.’s National Security Act. Mr. Wai was
also found guilty of misconduct in public office
for misusing government computer systems to

than $127,500 each for their
capture, and Hong Kong Chief
Executive John Lee, a Beijing factotum, has
vowed that they’ll be “pursued for life.”

Other critics-in-exile face the same bounties
and threats from Hong Kong authorities, includ-
ing the U.S.-based Anna Kwok, Frances Hui, Joey
Siu and Dennis Kwok. A trial began this week in
afederal court in Brooklyn of a man accused of
establishing a Chinese police station in New York
City to harass and surveil exiled dissidents. De-
fendant Lu Jianwang has pleaded not guilty.

Despite Beijing’s transnational repression,
Britain this year approved a new Chinese mega-
embassy in London that the Communist Party
can use for malign purposes. The U.S. Congress
can do better by moving forward with a biparti-
san bill giving the Secretary of State authority
to shut down HKETO offices in New York City,
San Francisco and Washington, D.C.

Race and the Tennessee Gerrymander

epublicans in Tennessee are moving to

exploit the Supreme Court’s ban on ra-

cial gerrymanders to redraw the state’s
U.S. House districts, and oppo-
nents are calling it racist. But
wait: The vulnerable House
Democrat is white, and therein
lies a political lesson.

Tennessee’s nine House
districts are split 8-1 in the
GOP’s favor, and now Republicans want to
squeeze out that lone Democrat. The map
doesn’t fairly represent Tennessee, but the
same goes for Democrats’ new 10-1 map in Vir-
ginia or 48-4 in California.

Democrats say the GOP is erasing black rep-
resentation because the safe Democratic seat
being dismantled is majority-black. Except the
Memphis seat is held by Rep. Steve Cohen, who
is white, and who told CNN that Memphis was
“never a VRA [Voting Rights Act] case,” but a
compact district that “happened to be majority
African-American.”

Tennessee’s 9th District is about 60% black,
and it was held for decades by Harold Ford and
then Harold Ford Jr., until Mr. Cohen won in
2006. While campaigning for the job, he sug-
gested that if elected he’d join the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus. He dropped that idea after the
CBC made clear he wouldn’t be welcome. Over
the years he has faced down primary challeng-
ers, including a former Memphis mayor who ar-

Rep. Steve Cohen’s long
career is evidence that
the motive is partisan.

gued in 2010 that Tennessee’s delegation ought
to have at least one black member. He accused
Mr. Cohen of “trying to act black.”

Yet Mr. Cohen kept on win-
ning. “The whole idea of peo-
ple voting by race, with Barack
Obama’s election, is going by
the wayside,” he said that year.
“I think Bill Clinton and Bobby
Kennedy and Tom Harkin and
alot of other folks could represent a black dis-
trict.” In another interview, he cited Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., saying Memphis voters would cast
ballots “in a way that Dr. King will be smiling
upon, voting on the content of their character
and not the color of their skin.”

By the way, the reverse also happens: Black
politicians elected by majority-white House dis-
tricts include Democratic Reps. Joe Neguse
(Colo.) and Jahana Hayes (Conn.), along with
Republican Reps. Byron Donalds (Fla.) and John
James (Mich.). This is what racial progress
looks like, and Justice Clarence Thomas has
long argued that legal protection of minority-
majority districts, as he put it in a 1994 opinion,
served to “deepen racial divisions.”

The Tennessee gerrymander is simply a GOP
effort to divide a compact, populated area into
multiple stringy districts for partisan gain,
which is precisely what Democrats did in Vir-
ginia. It’s bad for competitive elections, but it
isn’t racist.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Airlines and Overzealous Antitrust Enforcers

Regarding your editorial “Spirit
Airlines and the Antitrust Left” (May
4): Many people think that because
carriers like Spirit Airlines have
lower costs, they should be able to
compete with the major airlines by
offering lower fares. That’s a fallacy.

On any route involving a hub city of
a major airline, the major airline’s net-
work will support more flights (and
therefore more possible connection
options) than the low-cost carrier,
which relies on point-to-point traffic.
This product advantage, among oth-
ers, generally allows the major airlines
to charge and receive higher ticket
prices than the low-cost carriers.

The revenue from these premium
tickets will normally cover the cost of
a network carrier’s flight before all
the seats are sold. This means the re-
maining seats can be sold profitably
at any price necessary to fill them.
Unless travel demand is so high, or in-
dustry capacity so low, that major air-
lines can fill their planes at premium
prices, it will generally make eco-
nomic sense for them to match any
price that a low-cost carrier offers if
doing so is necessary to fill a seat.

The antitrust left is now blaming
deregulation for Spirit’s demise. But

there are far more airline flights, with
more destinations served, at lower
prices in real terms, than before dereg-
ulation. This is because deregulation
allowed airlines to develop networks,
that efficiently aggregate and distrib-
ute traffic through mergers, interna-
tional alliances and organic growth.
During the era of deregulation, I
was on the staff of the Civil Aeronau-
tics Board, which regulated airline
routes and prices until 1978. The ar-
chitects of deregulation, Michael
Levine and Alfred Kahn, didn’t know
what form airline competition would
take. They were confident, however,
that business executives, freed from
regulatory constraints, would find the
most effective ways to increase out-
put and reduce price. That is what
has happened, despite resistance
from regulators and occasional mis-
steps by misguided judges. Unfortu-
nately, the Biden administration’s an-
titrust enforcers and Judge William
Young prevented Spirit Airlines and
JetBlue from helping airline competi-
tion continue to evolve.
BEN HIRST
Wayzata, Minn.
Mr. Hirst is former executive vice
president of Delta Air Lines.

Globalization’s Overlooked Economic Benefits

In his column “What Happened to
the Pragmatic Trump of the First
Term?” (Editor At Large, May 5), Ge-
rard Baker wisely decries President
Trump’s second-term pursuit of a

isguided and extreme ideological
agenda. Mr. Baker points out that an-
tiglobalist ideas motivated voters in
2016—views that globalism “facili-
tated mass migration and the eleva-
tion of international capital that rav-
aged communities at home.”

A better name for “the elevation of
international capital” is “free trade.”
This term reveals the increased free-
dom of ordinary people to spend
their incomes as they choose, while
avoiding the mistaken suggestion that
lowering trade barriers benefits only
Davos-vacationing capitalists at the
expense of the masses.

And where are these “ravaged
communities at home” that voters
were so worried about? Politicians
and pundits still talk incessantly
about these communities, but schol-
ars who make serious attempts to lo-
cate them encounter difficulties.
Economist Jeremy Horpedahl studied

the 10 metropolitan statistical areas
in the U.S. that suffered the largest
negative hits during the infamous
“China Shock” of the early 2000s. Ac-
cording to Mr. Horpedahl, all of the
metropolitan statistical areas “hit
hard by the China Shock still man-
aged to have significant and positive
real wage growth across the distribu-
tion since 2001 . . . Wage gains in
several of these places, in fact, are
better than the national trends.”
‘Whenever economic change occurs,
some particular workers lose jobs,
and some particular locations lose
business and population. Economic
growth requires economic change and
adjustment. This has always been and
will continue to be the case. But the
story of America is that ordinary peo-
ple recover over time and become
wealthier. It’s an error to single out
the freer trade of the past few de-
cades as a unique source of economic
change that justifies greater skepti-
cism of globalization.
ProF. DoNALD J. BOUDREAUX
George Mason University
Fairfax, Va.

Universities Can Get Back on the Right Road

The findings by a Yale University
faculty group pinpointing the univer-
sity’s failings apply across the higher-
education landscape (“Yale Group
Urges Broad Overhaul,” U.S. News,
April 16).

As a leader of communications and
marketing teams at universities in
Texas, Arizona and Georgia, I experi-
enced firsthand each institution’s
strong aspiration to build a reputa-
tion that would distinguish it from its
peers and would bring it broad public
recognition for making a positive im-
pact in the world.

However, over the past several de-
cades, administrators, faculty, govern-
ing boards and accrediting organiza-
tions pushed many universities
beyond those vital activities, resulting
in institutional drift, impractical aca-
demic programs and entanglements in
polarizing political issues. Combined
with increasing tuition costs and a
gap between employer needs and col-
lege graduate skills, the unintentional
consequence is that elected officials
and regulators have become involved

New York’s Climate Insanity

Regarding your editorial “Albany
Demands a Climate Sacrifice” (May
1): If New York state achieves its
targeted 40% reduction in CO2 emis-
sions by 2030, it will likely be due
to having driven 40% of its popula-
tion to move to more sanely gov-
erned states.

in higher education in unprecedented
ways to force change.

The way forward seems clear: To
the extent that universities refocus
their efforts and realign their re-
sources to support knowledge-expand-
ing instruction and research, impactful
community and corporate partner-
ships, and student success, they will
begin to regain public support.

To paraphrase renowned scholar
and author C.S. Lewis, making prog-
ress sometimes requires an about-
face to get back on the right road.

Magrk B. LANE
Mills River, N.C.

The Trump Administration
Has a Plutonium Blind Spot

John Bolton’s assessment of the
Iranian nuclear threat in “Negotia-
tion Won’t End Iran’s Nuclear
Threat” (op-ed, April 28) correctly
identifies a critical yet frequently
overlooked vulnerability: Tehran’s
plutonium ambitions. While the
Trump administration is fixated on
uranium enrichment levels, the paral-
lel track for nuclear weapons via the
Bushehr reactor presents another
risk. While plutonium-based devices
require a higher degree of design so-
phistication, it’s naive to assume
those technical hurdles are insur-
mountable. If the administration fo-
cuses on uranium while ignoring the
plutonium back door, our diplomatic
strategy is dangerously incomplete.

KeviN CLARK BiL Stocks
Franklin, Tenn. Newport, N.C.
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Ukraine Strikes Deep Inside Russia

By Jillian Kay Melchior

ussia will celebrate the

anniversary of its World

War II victory over Ger-

many this weekend, but

the Kremlin is anxious.

Ukraine is accelerating its long-

range strike campaign on Russian

territory, which, in addition to caus-

ing military and economic damage,
is having a psychological effect.

Unlike in years past, the Victory

Day parade in Moscow won't feature

heavy military equipment, the Rus-

sian Defense Ministry announced.

story relied heavily on anonymous
sources, but the Kremlin has reason
to feel vulnerable.

“At this stage of the war, Russia’s
air defense system is proving to be
weak,” says Anton Zemlianyi of the
Ukrainian Security and Cooperation
Center, a Kyiv-based think tank.
Ukraine has attacked Russian air de-
fenses with the goal of creating corri-
dors where long-range weapons can
break through. Russian air defenses
are “concentrated around Moscow
and Vladimir Putin’s residences,” and
the Kremlin is also likely running low
on some types of interceptors, Mr.
ianyi says.

Such an enormous target
is difficult to protect. No
wonder Putin wants a
cease-fire on Victory Day.

“They fear drones may buzz over
Red Square,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said Monday.
Vladimir Putin that same day unilat-
erally declared a cease-fire around
Victory Day, with the Russian De-
fense Ministry noting “threats to
strike Moscow” on the holiday.

Mr. Putin is spending “more time
in underground bunkers,” the Finan-
cial Times reports, and he is taking
other security precautions amid
Kremlin concerns “over a coup d’état
or an assassination attempt, specifi-
cally involving drones.” The FT’s

As of May 5, Ukraine had carried
out at least 136 successful attacks on
targets in Russia this year, including
at least 42 since April 1, according to
Mr. Zemlianyi. These numbers, pro-
vided exclusively to me, are from
open-source data, and each strike
has been visually confirmed and geo-
located, he says. The Institute for
the Study of War looked at Ukrainian
strikes in March and April on Rus-
sian territory at least 31 miles be-
hind the front line and reported sim-
ilar figures.

Ukraine reports tallies of all in-
coming Russian drones and mis-
siles, whether or not they were in-
tercepted. Russia’s Defense
Ministry publishes figures for
fixed-wing drones it claims to have
shot down. My analysis of both
data sets suggests that in March
and April Ukraine launched more
long-range drones at the Russians

e
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A Ukrainian FP-1 long-range drone in flight.

than it faced from them.

The Ukrainian defense company
Fire Point’s FP-1 and FP-2 drones are
among those most frequently used in
strikes on Russia. CEO and chief tech-
nical officer Iryna Terekh says Fire
Point now delivers 220 of them a
day—more than it made in all of
2023—and is on track to produce
about 400 daily by the end of 2026.

Fire Point also produces Flamingo
cruise missiles, which Ukraine used
on May 5 to hit a facility about 900
miles away, in the Russian city of
Cheboksary, that makes navigation
systems for drones and missiles. And
in late April the Ukrainians struck
several Russian fighter jets and

bombers more than 1,000 miles be-
yond the border, among other
strikes on military targets deep
within enemy territory.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser to
Mr. Zelensky, says the Ukrainians are
approaching this campaign “in a
very systematic manner” and analyz-
ing “what will be most sensitive for
[the Russians], most hurtful.” Mr.
Putin uses energy exports to fund
his war, and the U.S. has been giving
the Kremlin a reprieve on oil sanc-
tions amid the conflict in Iran. But
the Ukrainians are constraining this
revenue source. Reuters reported in
March that at least 40% of Russian
oil export capacity had been disabled

after Ukrainian drone strikes—“the
most severe oil supply disruption in
the modern history of Russia.”

This spring Kyiv has repeatedly
hit oil infrastructure and ports that
are vital for Russia’s energy exports
via the Baltic and Black seas.
Ukraine has also stepped up attacks
on the Russian energy hub of Perm,
more than 900 miles deep in central
Russia. A series of strikes there last
week burned roughly 70% of the
Transneft Perm Linear Production
Dispatch Station, a major pumping,
storage and distribution hub for
Russia to transport Siberian oil, ac-
cording to the Institute for the Study
of War.

Russia’s size is becoming a vul-
nerability. “The Russians are realiz-
ing that they simply don’t have
enough air defenses to cover an area
that huge,” says Fred Kagan of the
American Enterprise Institute. “They
cannot be sure they can defend
against Ukraine drone attacks on
Victory Day”—a realization that
“shocks the complacency of an elite
that has been treating the war as an
expeditionary operation that was not
affecting the homeland.”

Ukraine’s long-range strike cam-
paign has Mr. Putin asking for a
cease-fire, if only for a weekend op-
portune for the Kremlin. Inflicting
more pain on Russia seems the most
credible path to peace.

Ms. Melchior is a London-based
member of the Journal’s editorial
board.

Keir Starmer, the Bond Market’s Only Hope?

London
It’s always a terri-
ble sign when

British politicians
start appealing to
the authority of
the bond market.

POLITICAL

ECONOMICS That Prime Minis-
By Joseph C. ter' Keir Starmer’s
Sternber: allies have done

€ so this week is
—

the clearest indi-
cation yet that his government is in
trouble.

Mr. Starmer is embroiled in spec-
ulation about how long he’ll hold on
to his job. The proximate cause is
this week’s local and regional elec-
tions. Britons were still casting and
counting ballots in the Thursday
election as this column went to
press. But the outcome is all but
foregone: a historic drubbing for Mr.
Starmer’s Labour Party in races to
control around 40% of the local gov-
ernments in England and the re-
gional parliaments in Wales and
Scotland.

Labour lawmakers in the national
Parliament were so certain of the
bad outcome they haven't waited for
the elections before accelerating

their plotting against Mr. Starmer.
Rumors have swirled for weeks
about challenges to his leadership of
the party and the country.

The anticipated election loss ex-
poses Mr. Starmer’s failure to re-
solve the central political crisis con-
fronting Labour—the loss of trust in
the party among its traditional blue-
collar base. Those voters are flock-
ing to the insurgent-right, anti-im-
migration Reform UK party of Nigel
Farage. Compared with the scale of

suggest may be egged on by Iranian
proxies. The danger is compounded
by the disgraceful seepage of anti-
semitism through elements of Brit-
ain’s political class, particularly on
the left.

M. Starmer was elected as Labour
leader in 2020 in large part to purge
the party of the antisemitism that

Labour took a historic
drubbing this week, and

this shift, the drift of
urban progressives toward the far-
left Green Party is a sideshow.

The specter of a big electoral de-
feat makes Labour politicians more
sensitive to Mr. Starmer’s peccadil-
loes. A few weeks ago it was the
scandal over his appointment of Pe-
ter Mandelson as ambassador to
Washington despite concerns about
whether Mr. Mandelson had passed a
national-security vetting procedure.

Then there’s the antisemitism
crisis. A spate of attacks on Jewish
sites, most recently a double stab-
bing attack last week in the Golders
Green neighborhood of London, is
exposing a persistent Islamist
threat in Britain that authorities

there’s no easy solution for
the party or the country.

was rife under Jeremy Corbyn’s lead-
ership and make Labour electable
again. Instead, after nearly two years
of Mr. Starmer’s administration,
Jews are less safe in Britain than
they’ve been at any time since per-
haps the Middle Ages.

Mr. Starmer talks a good game
about combating this danger. In
practice he appears paralyzed. Per-
haps he fears being abandoned by
the motley coalition of Islamic com-
munity rabble-rousers and far-left

campaigners who still sort of prop
up Labour. But voters forcefully re-
buffed Mr. Corbyn in 2019 in part
due to antisemitism and eventually
may notice Mr. Starmer’s failure to
get a grip.

Looming over it all is the poor
state of the economy. Growth re-
mains anemic, while inflation shows
signs of ticking up amid the war in
Iran. Despite periodic attempts to
gin up an economic-growth agenda,
Mr. Starmer hasn’t been able to set-
tle on an approach that would raise
living standards and stir optimism.
The failure results from a combina-
tion of Mr. Starmer’s personal lack
of intellectual imagination and his
party’s fractiousness.

Which brings us back to the bond
market. Allies have started whisper-
ing to reporters that if Chancellor of
the Exchequer Rachel Reeves or, by
extension, Mr. Starmer himself is
ousted, bond investors will take it
poorly. Yields on British government
bonds, known as gilts, would surge,
and so would mortgage rates. The
point is to warn Labour lawmakers
ot to provoke a repeat of the turbu-
lence of autumn 2022, when Conser-
vative Prime Minister Liz Truss re-

leased a tax-cutting budget that was
blamed for tipping the gilt market
into meltdown.

The Truss comparison is both less
and more apt than Labour politicians
might care to admit. It’s less compel-
ling to the extent that gilt yields
now are higher than their peak dur-
ing Ms. Truss’s short tenure, If this
is the standard, Mr. Starmer and Ms.
Reeves already are failing.

The parallel is more instructive
concerning the underlying dynamic.
Ms. Truss spooked markets not with
her relatively modest tax-cut pack-
age, as is commonly believed, but
with a much larger suite of energy
subsidies Britain couldn’t afford. The
big-spending Labour left that hopes
to profit politically from Mr.
Starmer’s collapse might soon run
right into the same market buzzsaw.

The common thread is that a high-
debt, low-growth economy eventu-
ally starts running out of policy op-
tions. Mr. Starmer wants to argue
that as far as bond investors are con-
cerned, Britain’s menu of viable po-
litical choices is now so short that he
is the only name on it. As a political
survival strategy this may even work.
But it isn’t the flex he thinks it is.

May 8, 1945: London Lights Up With Victory

By Si Liberman

he explosion of joy hadn’t yet
T erupted. But there, in the

heart of London, darkness
‘was strangely absent on one street.
A beam of light illuminated almost
an entire block.

Some happy soul had raised a
blackout shade. For the first time in
nearly six years, it was done with-
out fear of an air-raid warden’s ci-
tation or German bombs.

Blackout shades were
raised; people poured into
the streets, shouting,
dancing and embracing.

That marvelous lighted scene,
foretelling the end of Europe’s
deadliest period, has stayed with
me all these years. It was May 7,
1945. T was 20 and on a three-day
pass from my air base outside Nor-
wich, a five-hour train ride away.
On an underground train en route
to Piccadilly Circus, I got the pic-
ture after spotting a newspaper
headline. “Unconditional Surrender
Imminent,” it proclaimed in thick

black letters. The lighted street
seemed to confirm it.

By 3 p.m. the next day, it was of-
ficial. The hostilities with Germany
were over. A beaming Winston
Churchill stood on the balcony of a
government building and waved his
usual V-for-victory sign. This time,
though, it was no symbolic promise.
“This is your victory,” he told the
crowd below.

Cheers grew into one helluva
party. People poured into the
streets, shouting, dancing, embrac-
ing. They mounted double-decker
buses and utility poles, waved flags,
lit bonfires and danced the Hokey
Pokey around a statue of Queen
Victoria. Sirens blared, horns
honked, and church bells pealed.

In four one-syllable words, a
headline expressed the mood of the
country: “Our Day of Days.”

I found myself drawn to Bucking-
ham Palace, where the crowd
roared and applauded when people
appeared on the balcony. From
where 1 stood, King George VI,
Queen Elizabeth, their princess
daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret,
and Prime Minister Churchill were
a distant blur. The next day news-
paper pictures showed them smil-
ing and waving at the crowd.

That night floodlights illumi-
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nated Buckingham Palace and the
Houses of Parliament for the first
time since 1939. Big Ben’s toll, sig-
naling the official end of the war in
Europe, was greeted by booming
fireworks and screaming sirens.
The celebration went on for two
days. Bus and train service in and
out of London was halted, and thou-
sands who had flocked to the city to
participate in these historic mo-
ments jammed hotels and parks.
U.S. military personnel passes
were extended for two days because
of the mass-transit breakdown.
That was great, except that the Red
Cross servicemen'’s hotel and other
hotels had no vacancies, and my

money had run out. I wasn’t alone
and joined hundreds of others,
spending a damp, chilly night try-
ing to keep warm and sleep near
one of the bonfires in St. James’s
Park.

A thin, dark-haired girl I met also
was left out in the cold—unable to
return to her suburban home be-
cause trains weren't running. Her
name was Doreen. She said her
mother had come to London to cele-
brate the end of World War I and
met and married a Yank.

Doreen couldn't wait for the end
of rationing, especially for the day
when nylon stockings would be avail-
able in England. Back in the States

several months later 1 mailed her
three pairs of nylon stockings.

Memories of those tumultuous
days will be rekindled on Friday as
England soberly observes the 81st
anniversary of V-E Day. As the sole
living member of a nine-member
Eighth Air Force B-24 bomber crew
I'll be there in spirit with my wife
of nearly 77 lucky years remember-
ing those crazy joyous days and my
late fun-loving flying buddies.

To them I'll lift a glass: “Till we
meet again.”

Mr. Liberman retired in 1989 as
editor of the Asbury Park Press’s
Sunday edition.

The ‘Blind Sheikh’ and the Candidate

By Michael B. Mukasey

omewhat less than boastfully, 1

write to share the news that a

man who was a witness in my
courtroom more than 30 years ago is
now running for Congress. Adam
Hamawy is the leading fundraiser
among the 13 Democratic candidates
competing to succeed retiring Rep.
Bonnie Watson Coleman in New Jer-
sey’s 12th Congressional District.

Mr. Hamawy apj fore me as
a defense witness when I presided at
the 1995 trial of Omar Abdel
also known as the “Blind Sheikh,” who
was convicted of numerous offenses,
including seditious conspiracy against
America—providing the spiritual guid-
ance for the first World Trade Center
bombing in 1993—and conspiring to
assassinate Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak.

The defense offered Mr. Hamawy’s
testimony to rebut a prosecution
witness’s testimony that, during a
trip to Detroit, Abdel Rahman had
urged that witness to point a rifle at
Mubarak’s chest and kill him. Mr.
Hamawy testified he recalled no
such statement, although he did re-
call Abdel Rahman characterizing
the U.S. and Israel as “enemies of Is-
lam” and speaking of the need for

Muslims to conduct jihad against the
enemies of Islam: “Of course that’s
what [he] always talked about.”
Mr. Hamawy was more than a ca-
sual traveling companion of Abdel
Rahman. He met the Blind Sheikh in
1991 after the cleric had already been
charged with providing the spiritual
authority for the 1981 assassination
of Mubarak’s predecessor, Anwar Sa-
dat, although an Egyptian court ac-
quitted him of direct involvement in

Adam Hamawy was in my
courtroom in 1995. Now
he’s running for Congress.

that crime. Mr. Hamawy attended
several of Abdel Rahman’s sermons,
visited the cleric in his home before
his trial and provided him with
translation services. Mr. Hamawy be-
gan his trial testimony with the
greeting “salam alaykum” addressed
to the defendant.

Abdel Rahman’s aspirations went
beyond bombing and murder. He ap-
parently aspired to be the Egyptian
Ruhollah Khomeini, emulating the Ira-
nian ayatollah by distributing thou-
sands of audiotapes of his speeches

worldwide through a network of fol-
lowers. That dream was cut short by
his criminal conviction.

Although Abdel Rahman is no lon-
ger around to provide an endorse-
ment of Mr. Hamawy’s candidacy,
having duly completed his life sen-
tence in 2017, Mr. Hamawy has re-
ceived the endorsements of Rep. Il-
han Omar (D., Minn.) and the head of
the Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations, Nihad Awad—who said after
the Oct. 7, 2023, atrocities against
Israel that he was “happy to see
people breaking the siege and throw-
ing down the shackles of their own
land and walk free into their lands
that they were not allowed to walk
in.” Mr. Hamawy also has the sup-
port of American Priorities, an anti-
Israel super PAC funded substan-
tially by contributors to the mayoral
campaign of New York’s Zohran
‘Mamdani.

T will be interested to see what
the voters of central New Jersey
make of their opportunity to con-
sider the credentials of this alumnus
of my courtroom.

Mr. Mukasey served as a U.S. dis-
trict judge for the Southern District
of New York (1988-2006) and as U,S.
attorney general (2007-09).
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David Attenborough: nature’s great communicator

At 100, his work should
inspire a new generation
of scientific truth-tellers

The 100th birthday today of Sir David
Attenborough has triggered a deserved
torrent of tributes for his role as the
world’s most authoritative voice on
nature and the environment. He Is not
onIy the pre-eminent “national treas-
ure” in his native UK but admired glo-

bally for the way he has d: popu-

BBC television gave him a strong feeling
for how to engage audiences.

Although Attenborough did not work
as a scientist after his undergraduale

oceanographer Jacques Cousteau and
US cosmologist Carl Sagan, but none
livedlong enough to match him.

On the whole, Attenborough's huge

course m natural sciences at C;

y, his wildlife p
have a scientific nguur that commands
respect among

achi in raising of
the glories of the natural world and the
growing threats it faces have not had
much d ble effect on policy-

£
and biologists. There has been plenty of
emotion in his filmmaking, exemplified
by the famous encounter with a family
of mountaingorillas in Rwanda in 1979,
but he takes carc not to let feelings over-
ride ecol

lar appreciation for life on F.an.h while

facts.
Blessed with an ex!raordlnanly long

makers. Although his programmes on
the oceans may have catalysed action
against plastic pollution and bottom
trawling, biodiversity loss and climate
change continue to accelerate. We
should not see this as a personal failure

warning of its vulnerability to human
activity and climate change.

The ingredients that enabled Atten-
borough ta achieve so much over 70
years of broadcasting are so personal
that we cannot expect any single indi-
vidual to match his impact in future.
Besides a warm yet authoritative pres-
ence and an infectious sense of curiosity
in front of the camera, his earlier paral-
lel career asa pioneering executive with

d healthy life, dtime
first to build trust by communicating
without an avenly political message,

as no single mdmdnal can reverse the
bal [ | decline.

Onthe contrary, things might have been

evenworse without Anmbomugh

Medi

and then to deli urgent
warnings in his more recentseries about
the need to protect biodiversity from
global warming and activities such as
industrial-scale fishing. Ohers estab-
lished global reputations as science
communicators during the second half
of the 20th century, such as the French

about who might become the “next
David Altenborough' In reality il is

anyone
in today’s mcreasmgly fragmented
media landscape to match Attenbor-
ough, who rose to fame when there were
few television channelsand no internet.

Anarmy of
imfluencers
is forming,
determined

1o counter the
rising tide of

misinformation

and

peendoscicnry

Rather than looking for an individual
successor, we should replicate Atten-
borough s strengths in the grown ng

of science

whao are active across the media land-
scape, from legacy broadcasters to
platforms such as YouTube and TikTok.
A new army of scientific influencers
is forming, determined to counter the
rising tide of misinformation and pseu-
doscience washing through social
media, particularly on health, environ-
ment and climate. It will be in the inter-
est of traditional scientific institutions
to support these digital natives, who
can often communicate better with
young people.

At the same time big media organisa-
tions should be encouraged to invest in
new nature and science series, which are
aproven draw for viewers. The legacy of
David Attenborough will not just be his
own magnificent body of work but a
legion of trusted successors, communi-
cating the wonders of our world to its
inhabitants.

Opinion Trade

Protectionism in times of
crisis makes us all poorer

Ao Kot

Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala

hewar in Iran has causcd

ataround 30 per cent, remains signifi-
cant. Even when well-intentioned,
Lhese actions riskadding W price pres-
sures and reinforcing zoncerns about
scarcity. The shift by WTO b
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The case for mandatory allocation of pension investments

Patrick Jenkins (“Private sector
pension pots are not quasi-government
money”, Business Insight, May 5) raises
important concerns about giving
ministers the power to force pension
funds to invest in UK companies — the
so-called mandation power. The harder

infrastructure and growth assets. UK
schemes, by contrast, have anchored
themselves predominantly to gilts and
listed equities, with significantly lower
exposure to the asset classes driving
returas elsewhere. The compounding
cost to British savers is significant.

question is why successive A modest annual return differential,
have felt lled to d over a working life,
reach for it. translates into materially lower
For two decades, UK pension retirement outcomes. This has not
scheme returns have lagged behind been the result of reckless risk-taking.

peers in Australia, Canada and New
Zealand, where plans have delivered
superior long-term outcomes through
serious allocation to private equity,

It has been the consequence of an
interpretation of fiduciary duty that
prioritised cost minimisation and
short-term safety over long-term value.

The 2023 Mansion House Compact
and the more recent Mansion House
Accord, a voluntary initiative where
17 major UK pension provi

exists because voluntary reform has, to

date, not translated commitment into

upnal ﬂow at any meaningful scale,
doubtedly a blunt

committed to allocating at least 1C per
cent of their default DC funds to
private markets by 2030, are excellent

instrument, and Jenkins is nghl to flag
the tension with fiduciary duty. But the
alternative, a continued drift in which

initiatives in their ambition and British pensioners shoulder the cost of
political signalling. They reilecl a structural under-allocation, is no more
serious cross-party that le. The chall for the
reform is overdue. industry isto demonstrate, through
But the uncomfortable truth is that action rather than rhetoric, that the

tangible deployment of pension capital
into UK productive assets, particularly
venture and growth, remains
negligible. The Pension Schemes Act

reserve power need never be used.
Tim Levene

Chief Executive Officer, Augmentum
Fintech, London EC1, UK

Europe has other reasons
for its quarrel with the US
Nadia Schadlow argues that

xtend

towards more constructive measures
is encouraging, but it should not lead
to complacency. Further restrictive

vt e T v &

well beyond Donald Trump's
personality (Opinion, April 22).
She is right about that. The

she ac to account for

strains in the

of energy, food and ferti-
liser, raising the question
of whether the world’s
response will repeat the early mis-
steps of the Covid-19 pandemic. Then,

plify
Global supply chaias have shown
adaptability in the face of repeated
shocks and disruptions. During the
Cuvnd 19 pandemnc. attacks on Red
and earlier disruptions in

governments turned inward, impos-
ing export bans and restrictions to
secure vaccines domestically, even
where capacity exceeded needs.
Although such measures were later
eased, the initial response left poorer
countries at the back of the queue,
with severe consequences.

A similar pattern followed the out-
break of war in Ukraine, which dis-
rupted fertiliser and food markets. In
the first two months of the conflict,
‘WTO secretariat monitoring showed
that members implemented 53 trade
measures, nearly three-quarters of
them restrictive. Export bans and

If countries try to insulate
domestic markets, it can
result in higher prices and
greater volatility globally

the Black Sea, value chains adjusted
by finding alternative routes and sup-
pliers. Early responsesto the situation
in the Strait of Hormuz suggest a simi-
lar pattern might emerge, as compa-
nies reroute shipments and diversify
sourcingto maintain flows.

Trade policy shouldsupport, rather
than hinder, this adjustment. But
there is a deeper struccural challenge,
namely the concentration of critical
trade flows through a narrow group of
countries and maritime corridors.
What once delivered efficiency can,
under stress, become a source of vul-
nerability, Over-deperdence ona nar-
row set of suppliers or routes leaves
global markets exposed and reduces
flexibility in times of crisis.

The risks extend beyond Hormuz.
Other strategic chokepoints, including
the Suez Canal, the Panama Canal and
the strait of Gibraltar and Malacca, to
name a few, underlinethe exposure of
global supply chains to disruption. In

curbs on key — mainly
food, fertilisers and fuels — tightened
global supply and drove up prices; a
smaller number of measures, includ-
ing reductions in import duties,
helped ease pressures at the margin.
When countries act Lo insulate domes-
tic markets, the result is often higher
prices and greater volatility globally.
‘The response to the current Strait of
Hormuz disruption appears less
restrictive. That is a notable shift.
WTO members have again imple-
mented a substantial number of meas-
ures to address constraints in energy
and related products, as well as ferti-
liser and food. Of roughly 78 measures
introduced so far, just over 70 per cent
facilitate trade. These include efforts
to boost global supply, particularly of
oil, gas and refined products, along-
side the removal of certain export

suchan policy

choices in one region can transmit

across markets, amplifying volalility

far beyond the point of origin. Address-

ing l.hese nsks will require more fm'-
d-) ches to dt

cation and resnhence inglobal trade.
This makes co-operation among

& gan
tions and the private sector essential.
The pandemic showed that collabora-
tion among vaccine producers, logis-
tics companies and institutions such
as the WTO, IMF, World Bank and
WHO can improve Y, ease

those disagreements, however, are
open to serious challenge. She appears
to lend credence to the thesis that what
separates the US from Europe is simply
a different attitude towards risk —
implying that Americans have always
been more willing than Europeans to
take risks, which in her eyes seems
preferable. This is an analysis one
hears constantly in Washington. It

Pharaonic erasure had one
consolation for Ramesses

Edward Luce recognises how readily
the monuments to Donald Trump may
be erased by future administrations
(“The age of the American Pharach”,
Opinion, May 6). But the comparison is
more complicated than that. Not enly
were some of the most notable
phnraohs nams (Akhenaten.

I've learnt that university
is not for everyone

‘The Big Read by Chris Smyth, Amy
Borrett and Elizabeth Bratton (“Who
profits as degrees in business
proliferate?”, April 23) reviews the
benefit of a business degree where
many assume it will boost their
earning ability. When I started work, [
was told “never assume anything”.

but the grea(ﬁl monumenl of all failed
its primary purpose — ancient looters

ing the mummy and
sarcophagus of Khufu, builder of the
Great Pyramid of Giza. No trace
remains.

Yet destruction is not the end of the

was already being offered 20 years story. A statue of Ramesses Il may have
ago to explain US-European been shattered but its subject hax
over | doxically, been i i

issues, among others, one of the most celebrated poems of

In so doing, the author deliberately Why Russias presence at the English language, read by
ignores the sources of European . - . nerations of schoolchildren —
l%l"lsmﬁon with the US in lll:: most Venice Biennale is so vexed §\ca.mely Percy Bysshe Shelley's
recent Iranian crisis: the total absence The dispute over the decision to allow “Ozymandias”. That should be a
of consultation despite the Europeans Russia to participate in the Venice consolation for Trump and his
being parties to the Joint Biennale for the first time since ambitious descendants.
Comprehensive Plan of Action Moscow’s full-scale invasicn of Ukraine | Edward Tenner
(JCPOA); the open contempt displayed | in 2022 (“Brussels warns Rome over Plainsboro, Nj, US
towards those same Europeans — Russia’s Biennale pavilion”, Report, .
portrayed as incapable of coming tothe | May 6) highlights a tension that Applcs debt stance rooted
aid of the US in the Gulf — when, Europe can no longer afford to treat as = : 0
without British bases and averﬂlght abstract: the boundary between in financial pragmatism
rights granted cultural op d material Apple’s reluctance to match its rivals’
US military opemuons in fran would complicity. aggressive, and potentially ruinous,

quite simply be impracticable; the fact
that this war is economically less risky
for the US than it is for Europe; and the
refusal to confront our disagreements
within Nato.

Schadlow likewise refrains from
noting that the dispute over Iran does
not pit the US against Europe alone,
but the US against nearly the entire
rest of the world, with the sole
exception of Israel. Finally, she
carefully avoids recalling that lhe

The European Commission’s warning
that allowing Russia’s national pavilion
may breach EU sanctions is not an
exercise in cultural censorship, buta
question of legal and ethical coherence.
If, as reported, the pavilion is
ultimately state-owned and any
associated costs confer indirect
econamic benefit, then participation
risks undermining the very sanctions
framework designed to respond to
Russia’s invasion.

Obama and Biden ad
were far closer to the European
position. To be sure, the JCPOA did not
resolve everything, but it did keep
Iranian nuclear enrichment at a

ble level — whereas since the

bottlenecks and support the gradual
removal of restrictions. These efforts
did not eliminate pressures, but they
helped stabilise markets and expand
accessover time.

Future shocks wﬂl requxre lhe same
habits nl co-ord|

unilateral US vidlation of the
agreement, that rate has now reached
60 per cent.

the Israeli-

p o dafericeof
3
the Biennale as a space beyond
“boycotts” is intellectually appealing
but practically insulficient.

Cul-ural institutions do not operate
in a vacuum; they are embedded

levels of Al investment appears rooted
in financial pragmatism (“The Apple
juggernaut and the Al roadblock”,
Opinion, April 25).

Amongthe Big Tech companies,
Apple holds the smallest cash rescrves,
roughly half those of Alphabet and
Amazon.

At the same time, it carries one of the
largest debt loads, second only to
Amazon. While such borrowing isnot
unusual in a market echoing dotcom-
era spending, its leverage ratio (return
on equity) of around 152 per cent
stands out as the highest. These
tinancial constraints may ultimately
prove decisive, not so much a weacness
as a discipline that could help Apple,

withia political and financial systems.
When those systems are mobilised in
respoase to aggression, claims of

lity become difficult to sustain.

intervention has produced effects
contrary w those that were expec(cd it
has

-sharing, restraint

restrictions and the ing of  timely
customs procedures.
This more closer

in the use of trade restrictions and

sug-
gests that lessons from earher shocks
are being absorbed. In many cases,
governments have paired trade meas-
ures with policies such as fuel subsi-
dies, tax adjustments and targeted
transfers, to cushion households from
inflationary pressures, Such policies
can mitigate domestic impacts with-
out unduly constraining global supply.

with the firms that
move, finance and insure global trade.

In an interconnected trading sys-
tem, resilience cannot be secured
lhrough national measures alone. The

d the Iranian regime,
preserved its asymmetric capacity to
cause harm, created a new problem
with the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, exposed the Gulf states toa
threat that the US is proving wholly
incapable of countering, and confirmed
Trump’s subservience to Benjamin

o d f

This is not about excluding Russian
artists per se. Many have themselves
suffered repression or exile.

Rather, it is about distinguishing
between independent cultural
expression and participation
facilitated, directly or indirectly, by a
state engaged in angoing war and
repression. If European-funded
cullural platforms are to retain

Yet the share of restrictive

e 1o o d adjust- y p they must align not only
ment is a cycle of restrictions Lhal Zaki Laidi with the language of shared values but
leavesall countries worse off. Professor at Sciences Po, Paris, France; with the legal instruments that give

Former Special Adviser to the High those values force.
The writer is director-general of the Representative of the European Union Federico Forni
World T i (2020-2024) Londan SW15, UK

and by extension John Ternus, whan
the moment inevitably comes that a
rival can no longer sustain the debt
accumulated in the high-stakes gamble
on AL

Zaid M Belbagi

London WC1, UK

Meta Al or FT headline
writers? Take your pick
Dr Andrew Stoddart (Letters, May 6)
says no machine could come up witha
Brechtian pun such as your headline
“The irresistible rise of authorial AI".
Maybe so, but on the same topic
Meta Al produced “All's Well That Ends
Well-Written: Coping with AI's quirks”.
Dora Henry
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, UK

Higher edi leaves students
with staggering debt and, as the article
points out, often the better the
university the better paid the job —
leaving those from lesser universities
saddled with debt they can never
repay, often resulting in a large cost to
Laxpayers.

At school we were told that the point
of university was to train the mind to
think, making your subject choice a
secondary consideration. In 1961 I was
fortunate to study economics at LSE
where I learnt how to provide the
maximum information with the least
number of words. I then qualified as an
accountant where I learnt accurate
numbers tell a story, but not in words.

I then went to work for my father,
born to poor immigrants who had had
to leave school at 13 but who then
succeeded through intelligent, hard
work and, critically, thinking outside
the box — something no one teaches.
Over 25 years | acquired skills
education doesn't teach, which have
enabled me to build up a charity that
funds cutting-edge medical research
where out-of-the-box thinkers
transform our health.

‘What have 60 years in the business
world taught mc?

There are brilliant Oxbridge
graduates whose academic training
leaves them ill equipped for the real
world, and street traders whose quick
minds trained at “the university of life"
make major contributions to society.

1 have trained many young people,
starting with intelligent 16- to 18-year-
old school leavers from comprehensive
schools, willing to work and learn, who
without a university degree achieved
considerable success.

Some will greatly benefit from a
university education but, taking
account of the enormous debt this
imposes, many would do better not
gaing to university.

Instead they should find an
apprenticeship such as that offered by
Steve Tellwright, the people and
quality director at Capula, the
Stattordshire electrical engineering
business whom you quote.

Young people need good advice and
if this were available it might create a
win/win —a better early dedsion,
freedom from massive debt and an
alternative way to learn, to create the
foundation of a successful career.
Richard Ross
Clairman Resetrees CIO
Lendon HAS, UK
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Tariffs and troop cuts could hurt the US more than Europe

WORLD AFFAIRS

Constanze
Stelzenmiiller

distinctive trait of the nar-
cissistic personality is a
hypersensitive, 24/7 and
360-degree radar for
insults. And then there are
those who slam into that radar like a
heat-seeking missile. I refer, of course,
to US President Donald Trump and Ger-
man Chancellor Fnednch Merz. The

from Germany and scrap a planned
deployment of long-range missiles. Will
it happen — and would it be bad? It
d .

The tariffs would disproportionately
harm export-dependent Germany.
According to the Kiel Institute, an eco-
nomic think-tank, they could cost the
German economy €15bn in the short
runand upto €30bnin the long term.

Yet new tariffs would also drive up
costs for US industry and consumers, in
an economy already buffeted by the
Iran war. The EU could also retaliate
with counter-tariffs. It could escalate by
blocking US imports via the Anti-Coer-
cion Instrument — which the Commis-
sxon has so far refrained from using

d US presid is
embroiled in a disastrous war with Iran
from which he is desperate to deflect.
The German chancellor — never much
inclined to weigh his words, and dis-
tracted by a floundering coalition — last
week told a school classthat Tehran was
“humiliating” the US.

Now President Trump says he will
slap 25 per cent tariffs on European auto
imports, withdraw 5,000 US troops

f fears that the Trump admin-
istration might hit back by reneging on
its security commitments to Europe.
That logic, it seems, ro longer applies,
As for the soldiers, the Pentagon says
itis withdrawing a combat brigade that
was sent to Germany as part of a troop

‘Trump is threatening that troop cuts
will go “a lot further”, However, that
could harm America’s interests more
than Europe’s. US bases in Europe are
essential to US force projection in
Africa, Central Asia, and the Middle
East. A large-scale US withdrawal from
the continent — the mantra of Washing-
ton isolationists — would be a spectacu-
lar owngoal, contributing to what schol-

The EU has to move far
more swiftly to achiceve
autonomy in a far greater
range of capabilities
ars Henry Farrell and Abe Newman

have memorably called the “enshittifi-
cation of American power”.

this year is far more problematic. Its
purpase was to help Europe close a cru-
cial conventional deterrence gap after
Russia stationed nuclear-capable
Iskander missiles in Kalini d in

would buy US weaponry to give to
Ukraine, and focus on building up its
conventional defence.

Less than a year later, ’l’rumps lra»
nian 1 — withiits depll

2018. The influential German podcast
“Machtwechsel” recalled this week just
how much courage this required from
the Social Democrat Olaf Scholz, whose
party ousted his predecessor Helmut
Schmidt over asimilar decisionin 1982.

Ukraine's strikes on key Russian mili-
tary installations prove the importance
of these weapons systems; Germany’s
first-ever military strategy. published in
April, emphasxses the need for such

of US missile stocks — has upended that
bargain. Meanwhile, the Pentagon’s
experienced director of Nato policy has
just been reassigned — seemingly
because he is not aligned with the White
House's jaded viewof the alliance.
Europemust move far more swiitly to
achieve autonomy in a far greater range
of capabilities. To that end, a group of
German security and defence industry
experts has 1usl published a roadmap

hed deey strike

for ng critical d

PP
capai:lhues. Unfortunately, European
efforts to produce indi; systems

They asscss lhal substantial progress
canbemade

have not yet taken off.
Last summer, European leaders flew
o 5 - =

The 1L ofa2024
deal between Trump and Merz’s prede-
cessorsto station a battalion armed with

surge following Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022. That would
still leave roughly 30,000 US troops in
Germany (of about 68,000 in Europe).

long-range missile systems (Typhon
launchers, Tomahawk cruise missiles,
and the not yet fully field-tested Dark
Eagle hypersonic missiles) in Germany

g the
US-R summit in Alaska, and per-
suaded Trump — or so they thought — to
accept a kind of bridging arrangement:
the US would continue to provide
Europe with a nudear umbrella and key
strategic enablers such as satellite and
long-range missiles. In return, Europe

in 3-5 years, at a total cost of €500bn
aver the coming decade — substantially
less than the €750bn the EU spent to
help Europe’s economy recover from
the pandemic. Faced with Russia waging
war in Europe, and now a deeply unreli-
able America, thereis notime tolose.

The writer directs the Center on the US and
Europe at the Brookings Institution

Why I dont
write about
the Lib Dems

Robert
Shrimsley

fall the emails and com-
‘ments | get, this question is
perhaps the most com-
mon. AndIam not alone in
hearing this complaint,
which will seem particularly valid if the
Liberal Democrats have a good night in
yesterday’s local and devolved elec-
tions. But the matter goes beyond per-
ceived journalistic failings to the nature
of politics. It speaks to the strategic
dilemma facing Britain's third party.

In the fractured landscape of British
politics where those we still call the
“main” parties are facing existential
challenges, the Lib Dems find them-
selves crowded out of the national con-
versation by two noisier but also more
sharply defined new rivals in Reform
UK and the Greens, both of whom are
riding high in the polls. And journalism
is drawn to the new and noisy, to dra-
matic trends rather than what one Lib
Dem peer calls the “tortoise” trundling
slowly forward.

The Lib Dems do have reason to
grumble. Their parliamentary group is
the largest in the party’s history and
bigger than anything seen by its fore-
runners for 100 years. In local elections
they are making gains. Counting from

this week’s elections will continue
well into today but this should be
another year of gains. The current tra-
jectory could soon see them having the
second most councillors in the UK. Yet
any success Liis week is alimost cerlain
to be submerged below other more
newsworthy results, not least Green and
Reform success.

But this is the ocean political parties
sail on. A captain needs to master the
conditions, not complainabout the sea.

This then leaves a strategic question
for the Lib Dems: whether they are
happy as that centre-ish, leftish tortoise,
quietly moving forward, or whether
they want to be garnering attention, cre-
atingenergy and leacing debate.

Ed Davey's strategy is the former. The
Lib Dems are not really trying to make
the political weather. The party has
enjoyed success by making itself a small
target for attack, a study in reassuring
reasonableness, cleverly picking areas
where they can win and avoiding con-
tentious positions which might alienate
potential voters.

A recent election broadcast saw
Davey standing on a church roof and
declaring that, yes, his was the party
that fixed things. The message is "we
may be dull butwe get things done™ Josh
Babarinde, an MP and the party presi-
dent, cites the campaign over water
companies dumpingsewage in rivers as
proof of a wider belief in standingup for
people against corperate interests. The
issue certainly matters but this still feels
tactical rather than strategic.

Politics is a battle of ideas and the Lib

Dems are not taking advantage of the
moment. Instead, they look like part of
the status quo. Davey seeks cut-through
in stunts for the cameras. He does not
make best use of his MPs. His able dep-
uty Daisy Cooper is woefully out of place
on the Treasury beat, for instance. And
protest voters now have other outlets. In
Reformand the Greens they see parties
more impatient for change, with confi-
dent leaders and clear critiques of the
country’sills,

and

against p ing p

Lib Dems say they are gelling local trac-
tion as a safe alternative to Reform.
Even so, the centre ground is crowded
and shrinking, and the party is strug-
gling to secure attention partly because
it offers no clarity as voters ask: what

They are being crowded
out of the conversation by
two noisier, more sharply

defined new rivals

isthe problem to which it is the answer?

The party has tended to prosper from
leading on a big national issue such as
opposing the Iraqwar. Soifit did want to
take a strong stand, what issue could it
choose? The obvious option today is
rejoining the EU. Former leader Nick
Clegg argued earlier this month for a
more urgent and ambitious pivot
towards full reumon‘saymg l.halthe nse

Leave. For all the supposed voter regret
over Brexit, there is little appetite to
relive those battles and a hard fight is
ahead over free movement of people.
Even soit should be possible to sound
‘mare enthusiastic about party policy, As
Nigel Farage’s long march shows, you
cannot simply wait for the tide tc turn

Regulation
must end
Polymarket
anonymity

Rajiv
Sethi

t is impossible to open a bank or
brokerage account in the US with-
out going through a process of iden-
tity verification. The same is true
for regulated prediction markets
such as Kalshi. Yet on Polymarket's
main crypto-based exchange, the real-
world identities of millions of account
holdersareinvisible.

The protection of anonymity allows
for multiple accounts to be operated by
asingle individual or entity and makes it
easier to disguise certain practices that
are prohibited by law — including trad-
ing on classified information. Manipula-
tive trading practices that are banned
on regulated exchanges also become
easier toimplement.

So far, the attention has focused on
insider trading. Last month, an Ameri-
can soldier involved in the capture of
Nicolis Maduro was arrested after alleg-
edly making over $400,000 in bets on
the timing of Maduro’s removal from
power. The soldier’sattempts to conceal
his identity were clumsy — a personal
email was linked to his account. He has
denied the charges he faces. A more
sophisticated actor, using the chain-
hopping, mixer services and layered
wallet structures described in the US
Treasury’s 2026 maney laundering risk

would be hard toidentify

The presence of potential insiders
changes the incentives faced by other
traders. Looking forunusual directional
bets becomes lucrative. Tools like
‘Insider Finder’ have been developed
for precisely this purpose. If insiders
can be identified. mimicking their
behaviour can be profitable. So can

Protection of real-world

identities makes it casier

to disguise practices that
are prohibited by law

trading in a manner that leads othersto
believe you are an insider and opt to
copy your trades.

Anonymity also enables wash trad-
ing. This isa form of volume manipula-
tion involving transactions by clusters
of colluding counterparties. I have been
warkmg with colleagues at Columbia

your way; you must al ke theargu-

to develop a dure for

ment. That i ns. after all, what policics is

of Trump and thy
and geopolitical Lhallcnges have “gifted
a moment of strategic clarity™. Sucha
policy would give definition to the party,
appeal to progressive voters, and ener-
gise those newer MPs who were drawn
into politics by opposing Brexit.

In fact, party policy is for a slow four-
stage process eventually leading to
rejoining the single market, with a
“longer-term objective” of regaining full
EU membership. Davey, though,
stresses only a return to the customs
union. This nervy approach means his
partywill soon bein danger of sounding
less pro-European than Labour.

There are good reasons for caution.
Nearly 30 of the party's 72 seats voted

meant to b

The final reason lor more boldress is
that the Lib Dems remain at the mercy
of bigger forces. General election suc- :
cess has relied on voters being happy to :
see a Labour government. If the tide
changes, it could wash away many gains.

So do they bet on the tortoise or the
hare? Do they stick to a strategy that is
still working electorally or take a riskier
approach, more in tune with the new
politics, in a bid to shape the debate?
‘There are arguments either way but if
they choose the former the party must
getused to the conversation carryingon :
without them. i

rmobert.shrimsle Lcom

John
Thornhill

»

n downtown San Francisco — and
10 other US cities nowadays — you
can easily hail a driverless Waymo
taxi on your smartphone. For a
first-time passenger, they say, it
typically takes about two minutes to
transition from astonishment to bore-
dom. Watching the steering wheel spin-
ning around without a human driver
initially seems like magic. It quickly
becomes passé.
Much the same experience can be had
in Wuhan and more than 20 other Chi-
nese cities, where you can jump into one

Who will drive the driverless car revolution?

run its own driverless car tests in part-
nership with Uber.

Yet history shows that companies
with the best tech dc not automatically
win; those that can deploy nearly-as-
good technology at speed, scale and
competitive cost most often prevail.
One of the challenges in deploying Al in
th physlcal world has been ns “lagged

the Andrej
Karpathy calls it. Als can excel at some
reasoning tasks and fail at others. But
just as important for autonomous cars
will bedealing with “jagged adoption™.

A report from the Special Competitive
Studies Project (SCSP) argues that US

ies still enjoy a di
lead in the innovation game, but their
Chlnese rivals are speeding ahead in the

race, While US hers

lidar laser sensing systems, offering
huge economies of scale. The cost of a
robotaxi in China is about $40,000. In
the US, it is between §130,000 and
$200,000.

A simpler regulatory regime in China
has also eased the robotaxi rollout, ena-
bling more data to be harvested to
improve Al technology. In the US, 31
states have adopted autonomous vehi-
cle rules, creating a patchwork of regu-

The cost of a robotaxi in
China is about $40,000.

In the US, it is between
$130,000 and $200.000
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have overcome many of the reliabili
and safety issues associated with Al's
jagged mlelhgence, Chinese operators

"
The Chinese education system has
rapidly adapted to the demands of the

of Baidu's Apollo Go is. Riders in

are fast d adoption.

mdustry. training a steady

London will soon b pare the
rival US and Chinese services when both
pilot autonomous cars in the twisty Brit-
ish capital later this year. The London-
based start-up Wayve isalso planning to

China's
ulalory and human, the report suggests.

fal, reg-

¥
nmkc 90 per cent of some of the indus-

stream of d robotics engi-
neers, The “human cloud” of mainte-
nance workers and customer support
stalf that uuduph:a the industry is

try’s most critical p such as

cheaper China.

A different risk appetite and varying
degrees of individualism is evident in
the two countries, too. Whereas only 35
per cent of Americans say they would
ride in a driverless car, 60 per cent of
Chinese consumers would do so. Never-
theless, China recently suspended new
licences for autonomous cars following
an outage of more than 100 Apollo Go
robotaxis in Wuhan in March. And local
taxi drivers have been protesting
against driverless competitors, which
may farther slow deployment.

In the US, Waymo has long stressed
the urgency of safety. T’here isa moral

:denufymg itand we estimate that wash
trading accounted for 60 per cent of
total trading volume at Polymarket in
December 2024. Polymarket said that it
was reviewing the study. The recent
imposition of trading fees is likely to
reduce this, but in the absence of iden-
tity verification, the capacity to manip-
ulate volume by operating multiple wal-
lets remains in place.

Polymarket has a US subsidiary but
its main prediction market was exiled in
2022. 1tis seeking approval from regula-
tors to reverse that ban and formally re-
enter the US. Although the ban has been
easy to circumvent by traders with
VPNs, its removal will probably attract

: newuserstothe exchange.

Approval should therefore be condi-
tioned on some form of identity verifica-
tion. The Genius Act imposed know-

But such data should be treated with
caution. Those driving miles have
mostly been in sunnier cities at slower
speeds on pre-mapped roads. Compara-
tively small data sets can also be swayed
by singular tragic events. Concorde was
the “satest” commercial aeroplane tor
24 years. Then it became statistically
the “most dangerous” overnight follow-

ingits first catastrophic crash in 2000.
As the SCSP suggests, governnents
around the world should do moretoset
national — or ideally international —
rules that could smooth the adoption of
driverless cars. They can alw impose
and

as well asa business, case for

the technology, the Alphabet- owned
company argues. More than 120 people
die incar crashesin the US every day. It
is time (o stop regardi

higher P
enforce rigorous lesung and secunly
procedures to increase public trust.
The driverless car industry may not
ily become a wi takes-all

2
driving “like a tech moonshot and start
treating it like a public health interven-
tion”, Jonathan Slotkin, a neurosurgzon,
wrotein The New York Times.

To date, Waymo's safety record has
been impressive compared with other
operators such as Tesla. Waymo’s
robolaxis iave collectively driven more
than 200mn miles, causing no deaths.

market in any case. Several operators,
with different technologies and busi-
ness models, may yet thrive. Consumers
in different markets might make differ-
ent trade-offs between convenience,
price and perceived safety. Londoners
will soon have theirsay.
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your- (KYC) liance on
issuers of payment stablecoins last year.
Regulators should apply the same logic
tocrypto based prediction markets.
There are three approaches to this.
The most direct is KYC compliance
on the platform itself. Another optionis
to require that crypto transfers in and
out pass through approved issuers who
are KYC compliant. This would allow
iousactivity, identified, to be
easxlytraced
A third option, recently proposed by
a Stantord-led team of academics,
involves privacy-preserving digital cer-
tificates. These are credentials issued by
authorised service providers that con-
firm a user’s identity has been verified,
without revealing it to the platform.
Uncovering identities would require a
court order.
Online prediction markets have been
amund foralmost four decades but have
increased in popularity
over the past couple of years. They can
serve an important function by aggre-
gating dispersed information and lever-
aging the wisdom of crowds. But their
promise will not be fully realised with-
out building trust. That means weeding
out insiders and manipulators and
knowing exactly who is trading on the
platform.

The writer s professor of econontics at
Barnard College, Columbia University



