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Adequate response
The RBI policy review will need central
assistance to effectively fight inflation
A fter months of waiting and watching, the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC) has decided to
act to try to rein in rising inflation. Its decision to
raise interest rates by 25 bps seemed increasingly
inevitable. The RBI now projects retail inflation at
4.9% in Q2, higher than its August projection of
4.7%. This is set to rise in Q3 to 6% before easing
marginally to 5.7% in Q4. Global oil prices have
again crossed $100 a barrel following a brief re-
prieve. India’s oil marketing companies, likely
following government instructions, have held off
on passing most of this increase on to consumers.
However, they cannot withstand such fiscal pres-
sures forever. The impact of higher crude prices
has been bad enough, but higher petrol and die-
sel prices will likely send inflation spiralling. Si-
multaneously, a deficient monsoon is pushing up
food prices and will continue to do so for the rest
of the year. When supply-side factors are the
primary drivers of inflation, an interest rate hike
can only have second-order and largely marginal
effects on inflation. In such a scenario, the signal
sent by the MPC becomes as important as the ac-
tual action. The MPC has used this latest policy
review to attempt to dampen inflation expecta-
tions, an important area of action. The expecta-
tion of high inflation in the near future can often
become a self-fulfilling prophecy, independent of
the factors driving prices up.

A 25 bps interest rate hike is a careful nudge
rather than an inevitably ineffectual bludgeon.
The fact that the MPC has changed its stance to
‘calibrated tightening’ from ‘neutral’ is the bigger
signal. The question no longer is whether the RBI
will hike rates in its next meeting in December,
but by how much. The message from this stance
change is that the central bank will use all the
tools at its disposal to keep inflation in check. The
RBI also clearly thinks that the economy can
withstand such tightening. It has revised up-
wards its GDP growth forecast for 2026-27 to 7.1%
from the 6.7% projected in August. That said, all
economic agencies have, even before interest
rates were hiked, been predicting a slowdown in
the second-half of the year. The growth-inflation
trade-off will again test the RBI’s deftness. Higher
interest rates may also pause the ongoing exodus
of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs), giving the
RBI some exchange rate-related breathing room.
The central bank has done what it can on infla-
tion so far. The onus is now on the government. It
has several tools to control food inflation, such as
strategic buffers, import and export controls, an-
ti-hoarding measures, and open market opera-
tions. Those need to be used more effectively.

Chance, happenstance
Bias is more than human sociology; life
makes choices with definite preferences

Flawed by design, exclusionary in impact

or more than 75 years, the defining

preoccupation of the Election

Commission of India (ECI) has been

“inclusion”. The first general election of
1951-52 had to enrol an electorate of around 17
crore from scratch, many of whom were illiterate.
Successive Commissioners treated universal adult
franchise as a promise to be fulfilled rather than
just a principle to be stated on paper. India could
genuinely be proud of being an electoral
democracy where voter turnout among the poor
is higher than that among the rich, unlike in
many western democracies.

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls launched by the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) of India, Gyanesh Kumar,
has reversed this progressive direction. It was
termed an exercise to “purify” the electoral rolls,
but in practice, it is riddled with methodological
flaws and ad hoc rule changes, resulting in the
deletion of a large number of genuine voters.

The names of 13.37 crore people were struck
off during the draft stage across 30 States and
Union Territories in the three phases of the SIR.
The figure includes 65 lakh in Bihar, 6.57 crore in
the 12 States and Union Territories covered in
Phase 2, and 6.15 crore in Phase 3, whose final
rolls are yet to be published. The deletion rate
doubled as SIR progressed — from 8.3% in Bihar
0 12.9% in Phase 2 and 17% in Phase 3 (it was
32.8% in Delhi and 21.7% in Telangana). In Phases
1and 2, even after names were added back, net
deletions were about 6.2 crore.

In Delhi, the draft roll has only 97.54 lakh
electors, barely above the 94.95 lakh who voted
in the February 2025 Assembly election. In 24 of
Delhi’s 70 constituencies, the draft roll now has
fewer electors than the number who voted in the
election. The ECI has in effect conceded the point
about disenfranchisement. It has now directed
officials to run a “special drive” to enrol anyone
“whose name has got left out” — an implicit
admission that its rolls are missing eligible voters.

Flaws by design

First, enumeration. The ECI's Manual on
Electoral Rolls (2023) describes an intensive
revision as a “denovo process without reference
to the earlier existing roll” (paragraph 9.3.1);
enumerators visit every house and record the
particulars of each eligible resident. If a particular
elector’s citizenship is in doubt, the Manual
requires officials to give “probative value”
(paragraph 7.4.2) to their presence on the
preceding roll, and places the onus on the
objector and not the elector.

The SIR inverts this procedure. It shifts
enumeration on to electors and presumes that
they are ineligible until they can trace themselves
or a parent to the last intensive revision
conducted more than two decades ago, or
produce documents to establish their eligibility in
what resembles a citizenship test.

Electors who could not be found, did not
receive or return the form, or were unable to fill it
— due to illiteracy, for example — were dropped
from the draft roll, even if they had voted in the
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last election. All this was done at breakneck
speed, on the eve of elections in several States.

Second, re-entry. A deleted voter cannot be
easily restored, even if he or she has merely
shifted address within the constituency. They
must apply through Form 6 — the application for
new voters — as though they had never been on
the rolls. Since newly eligible 18-year-olds also use
Form 6, the ECI has made it impossible to
distinguish new voters from returning voters in
the published figures, preventing a proper audit.

Third, “logical discrepancies”. Software
matched electors against two-decade-old rolls
and flagged mismatches for scrutiny. These
included spelling differences, more than six
voters linked to one ancestor, and parent-child
age gaps outside 15 to 45 years, among other
arbitrary criteria.

This was first fully applied in West Bengal,
where 60 lakh names were flagged and judicial
officers deployed by the Supreme Court of India
struck off 27 lakh names. Appellate tribunals
appointed since then have restored electors in
93% of the cases, bringing back about one lakh
names onto the rolls. But by early September —
months after the Assembly election — they had
disposed of only 1.22 lakh of more than 38 lakh
appeals, or 3.2%. Moreover, 16.1 lakh appeals
were filed to remove electors whom judicial
officers had found eligible. Who authorised this
on the ECI’s behalf remains unanswered.
Meanwhile, another 19.33 lakh electors on Delhi’s
draft rolls have been flagged for “logical
discrepancies”.

Fourth, centralisation. Changes to the rolls
increasingly flow through the Electoral Roll
Officers’ Network (ERONet) database, overriding
Electoral Registration Officers, who are the
statutory authorities on eligibility. State election
officials have complained that they cannot see
centrally made changes to the rolls in their own
constituencies.

Fifth, lack of a baseline. Without the latest
Census — which has been delayed by the Centre —
there is no firm population baseline to check the
rolls. The ECI also dismisses projected population
figures as mere estimates. For example, in Tamil
Nadu, the final roll of 5.67 crore is about 33 lakh
short of the projected 6.02 crore.

The impact of these flaws was drastic but
varied across States. In Bihar, where migration for
work is overwhelmingly male, more women than
men were struck off the rolls, particularly those
aged 18-29 years and recorded as “permanently
shifted”. The gender ratio in the final SIR rolls fell
to 892 from 907 in the 2024 Lok Sabha rolls.

In West Bengal, statistical analyses by the
Kolkata-based SABAR Institute, a public policy
and research organisation, estimated that 65% of
those deleted after adjudication for “logical
discrepancies” were Muslims, despite Muslims
accounting for roughly 27% of the State’s
population.

A deferential Court
For months, the Court confined itself to
managerial interventions on the SIR. It ruled only

on May 27, after Phase 2 had ended and Phase 3
was notified, upholding the SIR.

Legal scholars have raised three broad
substantive objections to the judgment. First,
Section 21(3) permits a special revision “for any
constif 'y or part of a consti 7 —an
exceptional and targeted power. Yet, the Court
allowed the ECI to use it for a State-wide exercise,
freeing it from the Registration of Electors Rules
governing ordinary revisions.

Second, rather than asking whether a less
harmful method, such as door-to-door
verification and enrolment, could achieve the
same objective, the Court asked only whether the
SIR was “manifestly excessive”.

Third, the Court sidestepped its own
three-judge ruling in Lal Babu Hussein (1995),
‘which struck down a “sweeping” revision that
demanded citizenship documents from nearly
18,000 residents of Delhi’s Matia Mahal. The
ruling, also incorporated into the ECI's Manual,
held that a name on the electoral roll is presumed
valid and can be removed only after notice and a
hearing.

Essentially, the Court found that
i i was not “widesp or
systemic” enough to warrant intervention,
without specifying what would matter instead.
The judgment emboldened the ECI to proceed
with the flawed SIR in Phase 3, where deletions
have risen sharply.
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Dissent from within

Reports revealed that Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi recorded
at least 14 objections between October 2025 and
August 2026. One concerned Form 6 being
altered, without amending the rules, requiring
applicants to state whether they or their parents
or grandparents appeared on the “last SIR” roll.
The ECI's response to the revelations was mere
window-dressing with some administrative
changes. As the two Commissioners constituted a
majority, they should have used it to stop these
decisions, but did not.

The Court is now hearing petitions concerning
West Bengal and Delhi, as well as pleas seeking
the CEC’s suspension over the ECI's conduct. It
should use these proceedings to revisit its
judgment on review or before a Constitution
Bench. It should halt the SIR and order an audit
of rolls finalised so far before any further
deletions. Enumeration should return to
door-to-door verification by Booth Level Officers,
while States going to the polls soon should use
their pre-SIR rolls, updated with fresh
enrolments.

Anything less would endorse a process that
professes time and again that no eligible elector
will be left out while patently doing the opposite.
1t has removed more than a lakh genuine voters
for certain, and possibly crores. The ECI, built to
widen India’s adult franchise, has instead spent
more than a year narrowing it.
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nly in imagination, the mathematical

imagination, does perfect equality exist.

A fair coin has an equal probability of
heads and tails, so across many tosses, the expec-
tation is for the proportions to approach 50:50.
Laborious demonstrations have shown that this
is rarely the case; bias is preloaded into life. Only
about 10% of humans are naturally left handed; a
species that is a minority can overwhelm a resi-
dent population within a few generations. Econo-
mists refer to the ‘Matthew effect’ of the rich get-
ting richer and the Pareto principle, and small
accretive effects compounding. This is not just
human sociology at work. It has been known
since the work of the French chemist Louis Pas-
teur in 1848 that lifeless molecules can have mir-
ror-image forms, like a left-handed glove and a
right-handed glove. Chirality is the term chemists
use for this molecular “handedness”: a left-hand-
ed glove fits the left hand better than the right,
even though the two may look like mirror images
of one another. Chemists call the resulting predo-
minance of one molecular handedness homochi-
rality, from the Greek words for “same” and
“hand”. As with hands, almost all amino acids —
the building blocks of proteins — exist as two mir-
rored variants, but only one of them, the ‘L’ or
left-handed version, is found in the proteins in
the cells. In the case of sugar molecules, it is the
right-handed, or ‘D, that are part of human DNA.
Despite the various available options, life likes to
choose one. In their labs, chemists have been
able to create equal numbers of left- and right-
handed variants of these mirrored molecules but
it turns out that for making pharmaceuticals, it
greatly matters which version of a mirrored mo-
lecule one uses. The thalidomide drug exists in
two mirror-image forms, and their different
three-dimensional shapes affect how they inte-
ract with biological molecules. Between 1957 and
1961, thalidomide resulted in more than 10,000
babies across the world being born with severe
congenital abnormalities.

Henri Kagan and Kenso Soai have been award-
ed the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for explaining
how such homo-chirality may have emerged and
devising a reliable method for ensuring that a de-
sired variant of a molecule be synthesised. Ka-
gan’s insight has an intriguing parallel with evolu-
tionary biology: small initial differences need not
produce proportionately small outcomes. Soai
showed that a tiny initial excess of one molecular
form can, under the right conditions, be ampli-
fied: the product of his reaction catalyses the for-
mation of more products with the same handed-
ness. Other than laying forth a model of how
Matthew effects may underlie evolution, their
work underlines how the quest to explain natural
phenomena, driven by curiosity alone, can yield
insights with practical applications to improve
lives and also blaze trails for the future.

»

Calibrating India’s inbound investment framework

ollowing the successful 18th BRICS

Summit, in New Delhi in September, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s planned
December visits to Canada and Brussels, where
formal free trade agreements (FTAs) are expected
to be signed, signal consistency in
institutionalising India’s global economic
footprint. The trade push, alongside domestic
structural reforms and a new FTA strategy, has
changed India’s investment trajectory. Reserve
Bank of India data show gross inward foreign
direct investment (FDI) reached a record $94.8
billion in FY26. UNCTAD’s World Investment
Report 2026 notes India as 1ith among the
world’s top FDI destinations, following a 44% rise
ininflows.

India follows global trend

However, the report reveals that globally,
international project finance remains roughly a
quarter below its 2021 peak, a trend India
reflects. In greenfield data centre investments (a
focal sector across economic partnerships), India
attracted approximately $7 billion during the first
three quarters of 2025. While this placed India
within the top 10, it trailed Thailand and Spain,
and sat substantially behind South Korea’s $21
billion, the United States’s $29 billion, and
France’s $69 billion. What creates this lag
between committed investment and its actual
deployment in greenfield projects, particularly in
India?

Investors believe incremental reform can ease
the challenges behind this lag. In some ways, the
remaining ‘negotiations’ will be internal —
between the Centre and States, between the
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and line Ministries, or
between central rules and State notifications
needed to enforce policy. Crucially, resolving
these operational bottlenecks would benefit
domestic enterprises as much as foreign
investors. Commercial dispute resolution is faster
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than before, but India’s courts still had nearly 48
million pending cases as of April, including about
six million in High Courts. Reforms such as the
Commercial Courts Act, 2015 and the Mediation
Act, 2023 have helped, with institutional
arbitration increasingly becoming the corporate
default. Smaller enterprises, however, still rely on
courts. Better staffing of commercial benches and
mediation centres remains essential to reducing
resolution times.

On the labour codes

This fragmentation is also mirrored in the rollout
of the landmark labour codes. Parliament’s
consolidation of 29 central labour laws into four
codes was a legislative milestone, with the
Central Rules notified in May 2026. But since
labour is on the Concurrent List, implementation
depends on State notifications. Gujarat moved
swiftly to notify rules under all four codes, while
other industrial States are finalising theirs. For
enterprises designing national human resource
frameworks, this necessitates managing a messy
transitional phase of varied State timelines.

On tax certainty, the Taxation Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021 effectively ended the
ghost of retrospective tax disputes by
withdrawing outstanding demands against
entities such as Vodafone and Cairn Energy. The
relaunch of the Vivad se Vishwas scheme has also
helped reduce the broader direct-tax litigation
backlog.

Compliance, however, has required
recalibration. Mandatory BIS certification under
Quality Control Orders (QCOs) was designed to
safeguard consumers, but the framework
expanded extensively. The Gauba Committee
found QCOs had grown from fewer than 70 to
nearly 790, covering raw materials and
intermediate goods. For imported components,
compliance costs rose to 320 lakh, with six- to
eight-month certification timelines disrupting
domestic MSME supply chains. In response, the

government withdrew QCOs on critical
intermediate goods, including PVC, aluminium
and zinc, providing relief to manufacturers.

India’s modern trade pacts now introduce
binding investment targets. The EFTA agreement
sets a historic $100-billion target, but
investor-protection mechanisms remain a work in
progress. As the India-EFTA TEPA lacks an
independent bilateral investment dispute
mechanism, Switzerland is separately negotiating
a bilateral investment treaty. This could inform
negotiations with the EU and the UK.

Further, speeds remain uneven. The DPIIT is
the nodal agency but not the decision-maker on
approvals. A revised SOP issued in May 2026 sets
a 12-week deadline, but compliance remains
uneven. However, large-scale projects such as
Tata Electronics’ semiconductor facility in
Dholera, Gujarat, demonstrate how effective
administrative coordination can accelerate capital
deployment.

Reform lessons from successes

India’s reform agenda can draw lessons from past
successes. Singapore’s CECA has facilitated over
$195 billion in cumulative FDI since 2000,
including $19.8 billion last year. Its
non-discrimination and investor-protection
frameworks are a useful blueprint for treaty
negotiations. Domestically, the mobile-phone
industry shows the potential of coordinated
policy: production has grown 33-fold since FY15,
from 180 billion to ¥6.27 trillion, while exports
reached ¥2.59 trillion. India is now the world’s
second-largest mobile-phone manufacturer by
volume and meets 99.2% of domestic demand
through local production.

India’s rise to the 11th-largest FDI destination
and the world’s second-largest mobile-phone
manufacturer reflects its resolve in addressing
internal governance bottlenecks. These
achievements underscore the long-term benefits
of sustained institutional reform and free trade.
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Due process for the voter
The debate over SIR should
focus more on the eligible
voter whose name has been
deleted. With more than 13
crore names reportedly
absent from the draft rolls,
the fundamental

cannot establish a

democratic question is can
an eligible citizen lose the
right to vote because he

decades-old electoral
linkage, including where his
parents voted? Electoral
rolls must exclude ineligible

persons, but protecting
every eligible voter from
wrongful exclusion is
equally essential. The
constitutional test is not
merely whether the ECl has
the power to revise the
rolls, but whether every

voter receives adequate
notice, a fair opportunity to
respond and a simple,
timely mechanism to
restore a wrongly deleted
name.

A. Mariafrancis,

Chennai

Nana Patekar

The passing of veteran actor
Nana Patekar marks the
end of a remarkable
chapter in cinema. At a time
when celebrity culture often
rewards glamour, he
demonstrated that an actor

could command respect

through talent, simplicity

and conviction.

Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri,

New Delhi
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Are legal guarantees insufficient in abolishing untouchability?

| PARLEY

1 August this year, the performance of a

“purification” ritual by certain Hindu

groups in Uttarakhand, at the location

where Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge, who belongs to a Dalit community,
addressed a public rally, led to a national
conversation on the practice of untouchability.
This discourse was shaped as Opposition
Congress leaders accused the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) dispensation of practising
caste discrimination. The Uttarakhand BJP chief
defended the ritual saying that it was meant to
“cleanse” the area of the ideas that Mr. Kharge
was espousing at the rally. After a sustained
campaign from Opposition leaders and civil
society actors, an FIR was registered in the
matter. So, are legal guarantees insufficient in
abolishing untouchability? Valerian Rodrigues
and Disha Wadekar discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Abhinay
Lakshman. Edited excerpts:

Is the law sufficient to address caste-crimes
such as untouchability or practices that
uphold the purity-pollution paradigm?

Valerian Rodrigues: I feel that legal guarantees
are necessary, but not adequate. Two
dimensions to untouchability have emerged
over time — one is that of Baba Saheb
Ambedkar's, that it is necessary to abolish
untouchable practices; and the other is the one
argued by Mahatma Gandhi, that social
conscience needs to change. After
Independence, the legal regime has come but
the social conscience in India remains frozen.

Disha Wadekar: Approaching this a little
differently, the answer lies in understanding the
nature of law itself — what it can and cannot do.
Starting with whether the law is sufficient
assumes that formal law is some embodiment of
perfection meant to rectify an imperfect society.
But that is not the case. Social laws have been in
place for thousands of years. We should start by
asking ourselves about the law of caste and how
it has been in operation for thousands of years.
There is this concept of legal consciousness,
which is shaped by the everyday experience of
the law. Law is also very contextual, and so is its
experience. It can be individualistic; it can be
social. I think we need to first bring the law
down from that pedestal that we have given it,
and see its social interaction with the structures
of caste, patriarchy, and Brahmanism. It is
important to note that this does not mean that
modern law is not important. The only break to
the law of caste has been that of the formal rule
of law. When the British brought that to us, from
an anti-caste perspective, for Dalits, this rule of
law regime was emancipatory. It is extremely
important. But is it sufficient to annihilate caste?
That is probably the question that we should be
asking ourselves.

& —~
Uttarakhand Pradesh Congress leaders organise a sit-in protest at the CM’s
residence, demanding action against those responsible for the ‘purification”
ritual conducted at Ramlila Maidan, in Dehradun on September 7. AnI

Clearly, India has, from its inception, tried to
wield the Constitution and the law to deal
with these social behaviours. What have
these laws achieved thus far?

VR: We need to extend the regime of law
beyond what is formally stated in the legislation
and in the Constitution. But I would still make
that distinction between social practices to
which I would not ascribe the legal norms as
strongly as to the formal legal regime. The legal
regime in India against untouchability has done
two things. One, it has checkmated, to a great
extent, much wider and obvious practices of
untouchability. Secondly, it has provided
instruments to conscious sections of Dalits and
non-Dalits to fight against practices of
untouchability, even though the resources are
extremely limited and the odds they confront
are huge. The legal regime in India stands by the
rights of Dalit communities as compared to, let’s
say 100 years ago, from the time of the Poona
Pact. You will find that certain obvious practices
of untouchability such as preventing people
from taking the water of wells in public places,
access to public places, access to public
institutions, and the kind of violence that was let
loose on Dalit workers in the countryside —that
has declined a lot. We do not know what would
have taken place if this was not the case.

Even though this progress is visible, how
does one look at the ways in which
discrimination itself has evolved since the
legal regime came into being?

DW: Over the years, the evolution of
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Practices of untouchability in India are not
merely social practices; they are embedded
strongly in our social norms. Dr. Ambedkar
somewhere calls it “notions in the mind".
This is a notion that is instilled in the mind
of both Dalits and non-Dalits

VALERIAN RODRIGUES

discriminatory practices can be categorised into
two sections. One is the more traditional forms
of atrocities which Mr. Rodrigues was referring
to earlier. The other, in my opinion, would be a
reactionary form of atrocity. And that is where
social mobility has to be considered. The Dalits’
social mobility has increased after the
Constitution came into force, and that mobility
has led to discontent amongst oppressor
communities. One instance of that can be seen
in the Reservation Hatao Andolan that has come
up. And then there are newer forms of atrocities
that are happening which come from a
sentiment of “how dare you sit next to me?” or
“how dare you share the same privilege as me?”
or “how dare you socially mobilise?”

So then, how does one analyse this interplay
between the law being emancipatory but
also its use becoming the trigger for such
reactionary atrocities?

VR: Practices of untouchability in India are not
merely social practices; they are embedded
strongly in our social norms. Dr. Ambedkar
somewhere calls it “notions in the mind”. This is
anotion that is instilled in the mind both in
Dalits and non-Dalits. How do you get out of it? |
feel that we have not embraced practices which I
think were tried out from 1939 to 1949, to some
extent, of reopening Indian society and making
this an internal value. Now, how do you convert
these values into social practices? In a country
like India, it is an extremely complex question.
We should have adopted institutions and
practices which do not allow such notions to
take root in children at all. There is very little,
even in urban spaces, mixture and intermingling
across castes. Practices such as inter-dining and
inter-marriages have disappeared from public
spaces in India. We need to intervene with very
different instrumentalities, and this is a task the
state needs to encourage, but it is also beyond
the state. Non-state actors need to be made alive
to this particular problem. And the setting in
India today is not conducive to that kind of
social reopening.

DW: There is an argument to be made that the
answer is outside of the uniform carceral
potential of the law. But before we even go
there, I believe there also needs to be a
reimagining of what we can do within the law.
There is a lot of scholarly material that shows

that using criminal law for stricter punishments,
whether in cases of gender crimes, caste crimes,
or other social crimes, does not have the result
that one would presume. The reason is that the
people adjudicating these cases are not just
judicial actors but also social actors. The
criminal law regime, which was superimposed,
does not change the mindset of the judges. So, it
has actually become counterproductive. And we
are going to have to deal with these real
questions. Not to say that all of this needs to be
changed. But increasingly we are seeing across
the world that marginalised communities are
not relying on carceral regimes. The argument
here is that there is an inherent requirement in
criminal law, that if something needs to be
punished, it must be proved beyond a
reasonable doubt. This is needed, of course; we
shouldn’t try to undo that. And even though
such criminal law provisions have a huge
deterrence value as we have seen, is it 100%
going to eliminate atrocities? It’s not. Is it going
to eliminate some form of atrocities? In some
instances, probably yes. But beyond criminal
law, can we look at civil law and civil remedies?

There is this entire arena of civil law, civil
regime and civil punishments that we have not
explored, where the burden is not that high to
prove a form of discrimination whether it’s
caste-based discrimination or gender-based
discrimination. The POSH Act has done it. And
we need to look at really localised forms of
dispute resolution mechanisms, examples of
which can be seen in certain types of Sharia
adalats (courts), which Muslim women have felt
empowered to approach when they felt they
couldn’t go to court, or in the ways in which
Gram Sabhas have become centres for dispute
resolution at the local levels.

How do we move towards making Indian
society more conducive for the kind of social
reopening that you spoke of?

VR: In the way India has dealt with this, we
forgot that there is something called the
“common” that we need to reinforce. There are
institutions that can do this but we have not
explored those. For instance, our textbooks, can
be changed a great deal, our teacher training at
the lowest level can be changed, and this
concept of the “common” can be established in
urban planning as well, where we tend to see
that often Dalits are made to congregate into
certain spaces.

This normalcy of *Dalits should have their
own Anganwadis, or their own water taps, etc’,
has to be broken, if we are ever going to make an
assault on untouchable practices.

When Jeffrey Archer lay on

Recollecting an interview with the bestselling author that turned into an

| NOTEBOOK |

the floor

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Students at the Bastille
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here are a dozen ways in which an
T interviewee can react when you

provoke them a little. Lying spraw-
led across the floor is not one of them.

But that is exactly what happened when
1 went to meet author Jeffrey Archer in
2013, as part of a regular workday at anoth-
er media organisation.

It was a sunny morning when I saun-
tered into the Taj Coromandel in Chennai
to meet the writer of Best Kept Secret, the
third book in ‘The Clifton Chronicles’ se-
ries. Growing up, Archer’s work occupied
prime space on my bookshelves, jostling
for space with the works of Sidney Shel-
don, Michael Crichton, and John Grisham.
So meeting him was going to be extra spe-

cial.

Nervous, 1 arrived well in advance for
the meeting. While waiting in the lobby
and scrolling through the day’s newspap-
ers, which carried detailed reports about
the India-Australia cricket match being
played in Mohali, a thought struck me:
Archer was an ardent cricket fan.

1 remember reading somewhere about
his passion for English county cricket. He
had played the game in some capacity in
his younger days. He also admired players
from the sub-continent, such as Sachin
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid. I was deter-
mined to use that as my ice-breaker.

When my turn came, I was ushered into
his room by an eager PR professional. I in-
troduced myself and, looking at the televi-
sion in his room, which was showing high-
lights of the previous day’s play, remarked
how good India had been on the cricket
field in recent times.

Archer looked me straight in the eye
and got up. Without batting an eyelid, he
lay on the floor and started to brush the
carpet. “This,” he thundered, while I
stared at him helplessly, “is how you wipe

™
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argument

not about books, but cricket

Mohali.

me started on that!”

written.

eternity.

your cricket grounds.”

Wielding an imaginary towel and mop,
Archer continued the act till he reached
my legs. 1 sat transfixed, my trepidation
about the interview growing.

“Rubbish,” he continued
glish accent, “Mops and buckets...rub-
bish.” He was referring to how Indian
groundsmen sweep and sponge off rainwa-
ter from the playing arena, taking off from
that first day of the rain-hit Test match at

The Indian cricket fan in me was grow-
ing annoyed, even a little angry. I gently re-
minded him that India had already won a
couple of matches in that series, only for
him to retort in a booming voice: “But you
lost against England at home — so don’t get

There was pin-drop silence. The PR pro-
fessional, who had parked himself in the
corner of the room, froze. I had just had an
unnecessary argument with a globally fa-
mous personality on a topic that had abso-
lutely nothing to do with the book he had

I sat at the edge of my seat, my hands
shivering. The photographer who had ac-
companied me had his finger on the shut-
ter button, but wasn't clicking, lest the
noise upset the author.

All this while, Archer remained on the
floor. He was looking up at me in anticipa-
tion. Those few seconds inside the large,
lavish suite at Taj Coromandel felt like an

Archer realised that the tension in the
room was building up. He quickly rose,
and patted my shoulder in reassurance. I
let out a sigh of relief. My conversation
with the legendary author would not turn
out to be so bad after all.

I finally let out a weak smile when he
said: “Shall we begin the interview?”

rinivasa.

in a thick En-

Areawakening of history: Protesters hold a banner at the base of Bastille square’s
students in France who have been demanding better learning conditions through protests that have been punctuated by violent confrontations, in Paris on October 8. AFp

duringa

partofa day of action, called by high school
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FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 9, 1976

India to regulate entry
of Britons

New Delhi, October 8: India will soon
introduce the system of entry permits for
visitors from such of those Commonwealth
countries as have similar restrictions in regard
to Indian citizens.

Visas are not required to be taken out by

coin | citizens of Cc

Ith countries for visits

from one country to another but, in some
cases, the permit system had been introduced
to regulate entry. For instance, Indians going
to the U.K. were required to take out permits,
while there was no such restriction on British
nationals or British passport-holders coming
to India. It is now proposed to have entry
permits on a reciprocal basis in regard to
those countries of the Commonwealth which
have been regulating the entry of Indians.

This proposal is “under active
consideration” said Mr. Om Mehta, Minister of
State for Home Affairs, who has just returned
from the U.K.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 9, 1926

Is cancer hereditary?

The first conclusions reached as a result of the
expedition made by Dr. Louis Sambon, during
the spring, summer and autumn of 1925 to study
cancer from the epidemiological standpoint
have now been published in the Journal of
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Among his
conclusions is the striking one that “cancer
houses” and “cancer areas,” though they may be
misnomers, definitely exist.
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Aid provided for each  Number of terrorist Year-on-year rise in Syrian nationals Number of people
damaged house in groups operating cost of home-cooked  missing after drone killed in Russia’s strike
West Bengal floods in Afghanistan meals in September sinks Black Sea ship on buses in Ukraine

in % lakh. West Bengal Chief

l S Minister Suvendu Adhikari on
® Thursday said his

government will provide 21.8 lakh aid each
to families whose houses were fully
damaged in the floods in Malda district,
and 90,000 for partially affected homes.
He announced 3242 crore as compensation
for 24,595 affected families in Manikchak,
Ratua and English Bazar areas of Malda. #1i

Pakistan Interior Minister
2 Mohsin Naqvi on Thursday told

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres that 25 terrorist organisations
were operating in Afghanistan and called
for international cooperation to tackle the
threat, according to a government
statement. His remarks came amid
heightened tensions between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, m

in per cent. The cost of a
10 home-cooked vegetarian thali

rose 10% year-on-year in
September, driven by higher prices of
onion, vegetable oil, rice and LPG,
according to a report released on
Thursday. Non-vegetarian thali increased
6% as broiler prices increased more slowly,
according to Crisil’s monthly Roti Rice Rate
report. e1i

Nine Syrian sailors are missing
9 following a drone strike that sank a

commercial ship off the coast of
Bulgaria, a Syrian official said on Thursday,
after rescuers called off search operations.
Bulgarian authorities said no survivors had
been found from the ship after drones hit
two commercial vessels early on Tuesday
in the Black Sea, the latest fallout from the
Ukraine-Russia war in recent months. e

Ukraine on Thursday accused
30 Russia of deliberately

targeting civilians after 30
people were killed when two buses were
blown up in the frontline city of
Kramatorsk, in one of the deadliest single
attacks in weeks. Photos posted by local
authorities showed the burnt-out metal
shells of the vehicles. s
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Why stubble fires keep coming back

Stubble burning is the result of a combination of legal, technological and economic factors, including the paddy-wheat cycle, assured procurement and a narrow

window between crops; a lasting solution needs stronger incentives for diversification, better residue management and more reliable measurement of burning

FULL CONTEXT

€.5.C.Sekhar

tis that time of the year when air

pollution in North India, and in

Delhi in particular, takes centre

stage in public discourse. One
oft-cited reason for the worsening air
quality index (AQI) is stubble burning by
farmers.

Why farmers burn stubble

Stubble burning is the practice of setting
fire to crop residue, consisting of the
lower parts of plants left after harvesting.
This practice is prevalent from the
beginning of October to the end of
November across northwest India,
especially in Punjab, Haryana, and parts
of Uttar Pradesh. Stubble burning is
mainly associated with the burning of
paddy straw in Punjab and Haryana,
which together produce around 29
million metric tons of paddy straw.
Stubble burning releases large amounts of
particulate matter, carbon monoxide,
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and
other carcinogenic substances, which
together form a thick smog that can harm
human health. It also leads to a loss of soil
fertility by depleting nitrogen, sulphur,
potash, phosphorus, and other
micronutrients. The heat generated by
stubble burning results in a loss of soil
moisture and organic content, which, in
turn, leads to increased use of fertilizers
in the next crop cycle.

Stubble burning is not a new
phenomenon. It has been practised in
Punjab since the late 1970s and early
1980s, largely following the introduction
of combine harvesters, which leave a
portion of the plant in the soil after
harvesting. What has changed is its
timing, which now coincides with the
winter months in North India. This shift in
timing followed the enactment of the
Punjab Preservation of Sub-Soil Water
Act, 2009 (PPSSWA 2009).

In 2012, nearly 73% of the cropped area
in Punjab was irrigated using
groundwater resources. There was a
deficit of 14.31 billion cubic metres, which
was met through excessive withdrawal of
groundwater. Groundwater levels in
Punjab declined at an alarming rate of
0.36 metres annually between 1999 and
2009, driven by intense over-exploitation
for agriculture. A landmark NASA GRACE
satellite study in 2009 showed that the
region comprising Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan lost 109 cubic kilometres of
groundwater between 2002 and 2008
alone, which was considered the largest
instance of groundwater depletion in the
world at the time.

‘Water crisis
The PPSSWA 2009 was a result of this
alarming situation. The main goal of the
Act was to prevent rapid groundwater
depletion by prohibiting early paddy
nursery sowing and transplantation
before the arrival of the monsoon rains.
The Act prohibited farmers from sowing
paddy before May 10 and transplanting it
before June 10, thus delaying paddy
transplantation to align with the monsoon
season. To ensure compliance, the Act
prescribed stringent punishments.
Implementing officers were authorised to
destroy paddy sown in contravention of
the Act and impose a penalty of 310,000
per hectare for every month of
contravention. These actions by officials
were also exempt from legal scrutiny
These sowing restrictions under
PPSSWA 2009 pushed the paddy harvest
™
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Afarmer burns paddy stubble in a field on the outskirts of Amritsar, in Punjab. FILE PHOTO

to late October and early November,
leaving farmers a narrow 10-15-day
window to prepare their fields for the
next wheat crop and reducing the time
available for sowing. The PUSA-44 variety,
which produces higher yields but takes
150-160 days to harvest, further narrowed
the window between paddy harvesting
and wheat sowing. Combine harvesters,
which leave about a foot of stubble
behind, put heavy pressure on farmers to
clear the crop residue in a very short
time. Manual clearing is time-consuming
and expensive. Together, these factors
made stubble burning almost a necessity
for farmers.

The moot point is why farmers
continue to grow paddy and wheat
despite a stringent legal framework and
depleting groundwater levels. The answer
lies in the incentive structure built for
these two crops. The present minimum
support price and procurement
framework heavily favours rice and wheat
procurement in Punjab and Haryana.
Between 2012 and 2024, average paddy
procurement in India was about 37% of
production. The corresponding figures
for Punjab and Haryana were 87% and
74%, respectively, more than double the
national average. The pattern is similar
for wheat, with procurement accounting
for 30% of production nationally,
compared with 70% in Punjab and 63% in
Haryana. It needs to be noted that the
computation of national averages includes
Punjab and Haryana, and if these two
States are excluded, the differences could
be even higher. Such a system provides
assured incomes to producers of these
two crops in these two States,
discouraging them from diversifying into
other crops. In addition, power is free for
farmers in Punjab and almost free in
Haryana. This further encourages farmers
to grow water-intensive crops like paddy
and wheat through groundwater
extraction.

Incentive problem

The technical solutions to stubble burning
fall broadly into two categories: in-situ
measures that include the use of crop
residue management (CRM) machines
such as Happy Seeders, Super Seeders
and Rotavators; short-duration rice
varieties; and direct seeding of rice; and

ex-situ measures that involve using crop
residue for alternative energy production,
such as bio-ethanol and compressed
biogas. However, both approaches face
formidable problems. Happy Seeders and
Super Seeders require an expensive
60-horsepower (HP) tractor, which
remains unused for most of the year. Even
hiring one typically costs a farmer
10,000 and involves a long waiting
period. Ex-situ measures cost
¥1,500-%2,500 per acre, a significant
expense for many farmers.

The economic approach to address
stubble burning involves building an
incentive structure for farmers to
diversify from paddy to other crops. The
National Green Tribunal ruled in 2018
that farmers who burn stubble could be
excluded from the purview of the
minimum support price (MSP) policy. The
Supreme Court upheld this view in 2023.
During the stubble burning season of
2025, 31 flying squads by CPCB were
deployed in 18 districts of Punjab and 13
districts of Haryana, involving 10,500
field functionaries in Punjab and 10,000
in Haryana.

Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) has directed that
complaints be filed before the judiciary
against the officials responsible for the
lack of effective monitoring. The
Parliamentary Committee on air quality,
however, advocated that penalising
farmers should be the last resort. The
Committee recommended setting a
minimum price covering all the costs for
selling stubble for ex-situ measures, which
can ensure farmers’ 1 income.

performance have been put in place.
Punjab and Haryana are reported to
have collectively achieved a 90%
reduction in stubble burning incidents
during paddy harvesting in 2025 in
comparison to the same period in 2022
(Lok Sabha starred question No. 18,
1.12.2025). However, this assessment
needs to be interpreted with caution,
given some issues in measurement.

Measurement problem

Presently, the CREAMS (Consortium for
Research on Agroecosystem Monitoring
and Modeling from Space) protocol used
for measuring stubble burning is built on
NASA’s MODIS and VIIRS satellites. These
are polar satellites that orbit the earth’s
poles and observe India only at fixed
times of the day, from 10:30 am to 1:30
pm. Their sensors are able to capture
only active fires and are unable to
compute the actual number of fires over a
24-hour period. According to a report by
the International Forum for Environment,
Sustainability and Technology in 2025,
when data from multiple satellites was
used to compute the actual land area
affected by fire, the reduction was more
gradual, at around 30%. A Current Science
study in November 2025, led by scientists
from ISRO using geostationary satellite
observations, showed that farmers have
shifted to stubble burning in the evening
hours to avoid polar satellites. This study
suggested using both polar and
geostationary satellite data for an accurate
picture of stubble burning.

C 5

The government of Punjab mostly
adopted in-situ CRM-based measures and
limited ex-situ initiatives. CAQM observed
in 2025 that a lot is required to be done in
Punjab in terms of timely availability of
CRM machinery, necessary support for
CBG plants and other industries utilizing
paddy straw, and better enforcement. On
the other hand, Haryana adopted an
incentive-based approach, along the lines
of the Parliamentary Panel’s
recommendations, in addition to in-situ
and ex-situ measures. A financial incentive
of ¥1,000/acre for CRM use; ¥4,000/acre
for direct seeding of rice; ¥7,000/acre for
diversification to alternate crops; and
incentives to panchayats for better

In conclusion, stubble burning is a
complex phenomenon driven by
technological, economic and legal factors.
The solution should be a judicious mix of
the short-term in-situ and ex-situ
measures with the medium/long term
crop diversification (away from paddy).
There needs to be an improvement in the
methodology of measurement. Penal
provisions are unlikely to be useful as
there can be perverse incentives for
collusion between farmers and officials,
which may lead to ‘showing’ a reduction,
rather than an actual reduction.
(C.S.C.Sekhar is professor of economics,
Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi
University)

THE GIST
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The Punjab Preservation of
Sub-Soil Water Act, 2009
delayed paddy cultivation,
pushing harvesting into late
October and leaving farmers
little time to prepare fields for
wheat sowing, making stubble
burning an easier option

v

The strong procurement of
paddy and wheat, along with
free or cheap power, has
discouraged crop
diversification and encouraged
continued cultivation of
water-intensive crops despite
falling groundwater levels

v

While Punjab has largely relied
on crop-residue management,
Haryana has adopted financial
incentives for residue
management and crop
diversification; however,
satellite-based estimates of
declining stubble burning need
closer scrutiny
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Understanding Gandhi’s re-emergence in
India’s oppositional politics

Gandhi

return to the centre of opposition politics shoy

a wider churn in India, with protes

greater accountability and s

Atul Mishra

ahatma Gandhi is back at the

centre of India’s oppositional

politics and public

imagination. On the evening
of 8 October, MPs from the INDIA bloc,
including Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, started a sit-in protest against
India’s Chief Election Commissioner at Raj
Ghat, the Mahatma’s memorial in New
Delhi. At protests in Mumbai on the same
issue on October 2, the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke called
Gandhi “the soul of India”. Protestors
dressed as Gandhi have emerged across
the country.

Citizen activists, such as the
Uttarakhand resident “Mohammad”
Deepak, who have defended members of
the minority community against violent
communal elements, claim to be inspired
by Gandhi. And Prashant Kishor’s Jan
Suraaj party, having opened its legislative
account in Bihar and expanding to Delhi,
uses Gandhi as its central inspiration
alongside B.R. Ambedkar.

These are significant examples. The
protests the country has seen in recent
months are the strongest and potentially
the most consequential in years. Mr. Rahul
Gandhi and the INDIA bloc MPs appear to
be effectively mobilising against the
establishment. And Jan Suraaj’s focus on

the Gangetic region. That Gandhi is at the
heart of this churn speaks to his utility to
those wishing to inject civility and
decency into India’s public life, mobilise
the masses for systemic change, and
redefine electoral issues.

Gandhi has come back despite
concerted efforts to diminish him. These
efforts have come from the political right,
and the purveyors of identity politics who
dominate the progressive intellectual
space in Indian universities, media, and
public forums.

On the right, the ruling establishment
recast Gandhi as the symbol of cleanliness
of physical spaces — streets, offices,
transport, and hospitals. The Swachh
Bharat campaign put Gandhi on
government letterheads. It made Gandhi
visible but changed what he came to mean
in the public imagination: not modern
India’s tallest political leader and a source
of political renewal, but a symbol for the
country’s quest to cure itself of being at
ease with its own filth. This was an
attempt to depoliticise Gandhi, to erase
the fact that he possesses ideas for radical
political change.

A battle over legacy

The right wanted to replace Gandhi with
V.D. Savarkar, the Hindutva ideologue, in
the national public imagination. The
establishment sought to elevate Savarkar’s

education and accountability is g
in a region where social justice has
descended into cynical politics based on
caste, religion, and patronage. The world’s
largest democracy is experiencing a churn
— as illustrated by cross-regional protests,
mobilisation of Opposition lawmakers,
courageous citizen action, and the
emergence of a new party with a strategy
to break the mould of regional politics in

status by di Gandhi’s stature,
mainly by projecting him as a weak figure
who emasculated Hindu society and
appeased Muslims, causing India’s
partition, the loss of territory, and
geopolitical disadvantage. In contrast,
Savarkar was positioned as the champion
of Hindu strength and uncompromising
nationalism. A former Information
Commissioner of India, Uday Mahurkar,

has dubbed him the “father of national
security”, claiming in 2021 that India had
entered the “Savarkar era”.

Identity politics intellectuals and
activists have trained their guns on Gandhi
because of his views on race, caste, and
women. Early Gandhi bought into the
imperial notion of the hierarchy of
humanity based on skin colour, placing
the Black people below Brown Indians. On
caste, while Gandhi opposed
untouchability, he was unwilling to
disown the varna system, which
necessarily produced untouchability. And
early Gandhi’s views on women, alongside
his experiments in sexual restraint in old
age, became associated with misogyny. To
identity politics intellectuals, Gandhi is
the most regressive public figure one can
imagine: racist, misogynist, conservative
upholder of caste, and hypocritical. His
non-violence is held as a cover that
sustains the ‘structural violence’ of
racism, casteism, and patriarchy.

While both groups have wanted to
diminish Gandhi’s global standing, the
right in India has not succeeded, given
that the establishment finds him useful in
projecting India as a state that rejects war
and promotes sustainable development
internationally. They have also had to
accommodate Gandhi’s appeal amongst
foreign governments.

However, partisans of identity politics
have successfully lessened Gandhi’s
stature in academic and intellectual circles
in India and abroad by placing him within
intersectional politics. The claim is that
European colonialism has produced a
global structure of subjugation called the
caste-race nexus, which Gandhi embodies
most fully. Just as in the West there have
been calls to dislodge statues and
monuments of racist figures, like campus

citizen action and new political movements seeking
stemic change; despite efforts to diminish his legacy, his emphasis on bottom-up political change remains relevant

activism around ‘Rhodes Must Fall’, these
critics have welcomed Gandhi’s fall. While
the right has sought to replace Gandhi
with Savarkar, for identity politics
intellectuals and activists, that figure is
Ambedkar. And yet Gandhi has made a
comeback.

The case for relevance

India’s citizens need not deify Gandhi;
they must assess him for things he said
and did in his time, some of which are
offensive in our changed context. But
Gandhi is more than his problematic
views. He had a public career of five
decades. He remained relevant for that
long not because of his views but because
of his basic insight that to change politics,
we must work on its foundations: society,
community, and the individual. This is
what the right in India has done
vigorously, capitalising on the fact that
Gandhi’s successors abandoned that space
after independence. Forces that want
decency and civility in public life, and
accountability in politics, have discovered
that they must start by changing what
society should expect from politics, and
that individuals should think of
themselves as citizens with the right to
demand accountability rather than
subjects who must do as told. It is little
surprise that they have found Gandhi
useful. He is helping them develop those
ideas and, most crucially, giving
legitimacy to non-violent protest. It is
proof that Gandhi survives in India’s
collective consciousness. He remains
relevant to any social force that seeks
bottom-up political change, for which
India’s neighbours too have shown a keen
desire.

(The writer teaches international affairs at
Shiv Nadar University, Delhi-NCR)
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The Nobel Prize in Literature for this year has been awarded to Canadian writer and

poet Anne Carson. A quiz on the Prize and other literary laureates

Joan Sony Cherian

[

QUESTION 1

In 2018, no Nobel Prize
in Literature was
announced. It was
postponed and
awarded along with the
2019 Nobel. Why? Who
won the 2018 Nobel
Prize in Literature?

A

QUESTION 2

Which
singer-songwriter won
the Nobel Prize in
Literature in 20167

QUESTION 3
This Nobel laureate’s
work includes Sula,
™
K

Beloved, The Bluest
Eye, Jazz, etc. She was
the first Black woman
to win the Nobel Prize
in Literature. Name her.

A

QUESTION 4

An upcoming dystopian
science fiction film
directed by Taika
Waititi is based on a
book by a Nobel
laureate. Name the
book and the author.

[

QUESTION 5

This philosopher,
political activist, and
writer was the only
awardee to decline the
Nobel Prize in
Literature. Name him.

[N

Visual Question:

The image above shows this poet and novelist receiving the
news that he won the Nobel Prize in Literature. However, he
later rejected the award under pressure from his country.
Name the author. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

»

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Emesto
Guevara was born on 14 June 1928 in which Argentine city on the Parana
river? Ans: Rosario

2. Where does the nickname “Che” come from? Ans: It is an Argentine
interjection meaning roughly “hey” or “mate.” He used it so often
that his Cuban comrades started calling him by it

3. He was nicknamed “Fuser.” What was it short for? Ans: El Furibundo
Serna (”the furious Serna”)

4. What was the nickname of the 1939 Norton 500 motorcycle on which he
and Alberto Granado made their journey across South America? Ans: La
Poderosa Il (“The Mighty One”)

5. In 1954, in which country did he watch a ClA-backed coup topple
President Jacobo Arbenz? Ans: Guatemala

6. In 2007, it emerged that Mario Teran, the soldier who shot Che, had
received what from Cuban doctors? Ans: Free cataract surgery under
Cuba’s Operacién Milagro (Operation Miracle). Teran had used a
false name, and the story came out when his son placed a
thank-you notice in a local newspaper

Visual: |dentify the photographer who captured this famous image of Che
Guevara. Ans: Alberto Diaz Gutiérrez, better known as Alberto Korda
Early Birds: Aryansh Raj Saxena | Prem Raj P. | Saniya Shekh | Aman
Kumar | Erfanally Oosmany

Know your
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of “vibes”? (P.
Shivaji, Nidamangalam)
Well, first of all, “vibes” is the short form
of “vibrations”. When you talk about
“vibes”, you are referring to the good or
bad feelings that you sometimes get when
you meet a new person or when you walk
into a strange place. You can't always
explain why you like a certain person the
moment you meet him/her; you just feel
comfortable in the person's presence.
Similarly, there are times when you walk
into a strange place and you immediately
feel at home. It's a question of chemistry.
The good/bad feelings that you get are
something that you sense intuitively. The
word “vibes” is generally used in informal
contexts.

Whenever I see Venkat, I get really bad
vibes.

What is the meaning and origin of
“talk nineteen to the dozen”? (G.
Govind, Hyderabad)

‘When you say that someone is talking
nineteen to the dozen, it means that the
individual is speaking very fast. He/she is
talking non-stop and very quickly. When
we run into such a person, we usually end
up with a headache.

Vijay and Madhavan went off together,
talking nineteen to the dozen.

While the English tend to use this
expression, the Americans on the other
hand, say “talk a blue streak”. It means
the same thing as “talk nineteen to the
dozen”.

Alok didn't talk till he was six, and then
he started talking a blue streak.

When you place an order for a dozen
pastries, you usually expect to find twelve
pieces. But if by some luck you find
nineteen instead of twelve, how would
you feel? You'd probably feel that you are
very lucky. You know that you have got
more than you paid for, an excessive
amount. Similarly, when you talk
nineteen to the dozen, what you are doing
is talking excessively; you are talking too
fast.

How do you pronounce the word
“ubiquitous”? What does it mean? (B.
Narayan, Chennai)

The first “u” is pronounced like the word
“you”, while the “i” in the second syllable
is like the “i” in “bit”, “pit,” and “hit”. The
following “g..u..i..t” sounds like the word
“quit”, and the final “ous” is pronounced
like the “ous” in “famous”, “dangerous”,
and “courageous”. The main stress is on
the second syllable. When you say that
something is “ubiquitous,” what you are
implying is that it is present everywhere.
The word is generally used in formal
contexts.

What is the origin of the word
“villain”? (E. Sundar, Bangalore)
The word “villain” these days has a
negative connotation. When it first began
to be used, it was a neutral term. A
“villain” was actually a poor person who
lived on a farm; he lived in a “villa”. When
the word was borrowed into English as
“villain,” it was used to refer to any
low-born rustic. The conditions in which
these people lived were so bad that they
often had to resort to crime to make ends
meet. As time went on, anyone who lived
in a “villa” was viewed suspiciously; he
was considered to be a criminal. Soon the
word “villain” began to be used with
people with antisocial tendencies. It no
longer mattered whether the individual
lived in a villa or not. The class distinction
was lost. Democracy at work, I guess.
Nowadays the rich can be villains too.
Published in The Hindu on March 19,
2002

Word of the day

Pellucid:

p clear; easily

Synonyms: lucid, comprehensible,
coherent

Usage: He has a pellucid way of explaining
difficult ideas.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pellucid

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /prlu:sid/
~N
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US withdrawal leaves Iraq facing
anew contest for power.

— R Swaminathan
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® WORDLY WISE

Now is the time to understand more,
so that we may fear less.

— Marie Curie
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il ENPRER Behind the central bank’s pivot,
A T A - O T (] b (] l ®
RAMNATI GOENKA need to safeguard price stability
BEI%%SLE"IE';%;‘ AILUE‘H HESHIFTin stancebrymeRBI s through l')OLh cllirecl and indirect chan.neI'S. quently,t between VS and Indian
sl Monetary Policy C Foodinflation major ofdslmngElNmnextendmgmloearlyzo'ﬂ 10-year government bond yields has nar-

RBI's focus on
inflation is timely

(MPC), by arate

hike in its October review, was
hardly unexpected. Monetary
policy is shaped principally by domestic
growth and mﬂanun dynamics, with global

Food prices are the most vol-
atile component of India’s inflation basket,
and recenti 15
and emerging supply concerns. To be sure,
the relationship between monsoons and

is close to certainty, raising the risk of ex-
treme weather events and supply dis-
ruptions. Given that India imports over 55
per cent of its edible oil requirements, elev-
ated ,a,lobal prices and currency weakness

rowed to roughly 200 basis points (bps),
compared with over 400 a few years ago,
reducing the relative attractiveness of In-
dian government securities for foreign in-
vestors. At the same time, major central

yrole.Re-  food inflation is not linear. Not every rain-  DHARMAKIRTI ilinflation ~ banks remain in tightening mode. The US
cen( developments on both fronts pointed  fall-deficient year has led to higher food in- JosHI elevatedataround 20 percent. Themonsoon ~ Federal Reserve raised rates by 25 bps in
NWEDNESDAY, withtt Policy! towardsa ibration of policy. This year  flation, and the government's free food pro- impact on ag,nculzural output and food and k price
ofthe Reserve Bankof India raising the reporate by 25 was marked by an unusual combinationof ~ gramme for nearly 800 million people, priceswill ‘themostimportant  in further The Cen-
basis points, it moved up from 525 per centto 5.5 per shocks and uncertainties. Yet, despitethe  alongside healthyricebuffer stocks, provides variables to monitor this year. tral Bank and the Bank of Japan have also
cent. Ahigher conflict in West Asia and unresolved tariff- animportant cushion. Inflation risks, however, are no longer ~ maintained a tightening bias in response
more costly foreveryoneand di icac- related India’s economy has re- Nevertheless, the 2026 monsoon has conﬁned to supply-side shocks. Demand-  to persistent inflation pressures.
tivity. The decision to make the ﬁxst hike ot the repo rate since mained remarkably resilient. Gmwth has ended with rainfall 13 per cent below the stronger than pre- lndia’s liquidity situation adds anoLher
February 2023 wasnot the stayed robust, while inflation, long-period d over 42 per cent of viously anticipated. GDPgrowth inthefirst  layer TheR
MPCvoted infavour—but: idely expex Th i core inflation, has thus far been relatlvely districts classified asdeficient. The problem quarter was not only above trend butalso  lise foreign currency non-resident deposlrs
but i iftinthe RBI's ined. However,t ‘risks hat e exceeded previous expecmunns and Lhe have been highly successfull, strengthening
stance from “neutral” to “calibrated tightening”. Thelast timethe begun to shift. Since the MPC's August re-  spatial distribution and timing of rainfall second quarter Wi foreign reserves and improving
RBIassumed this stance was exactly eight years ago. view, upside risks to inflation have become  have been particularly unfavourable, mak- this momentum, the RBI has raised its ba.lauce of payments resilience, But these
‘TheRBI’sprimary mandate, as Governor Sanjay Malhotra has ‘more pronounced. Three factorsstandout.  ing this one of the past decade’s most dis- growth forecast for this fiscal to 7.1 per cent liquid-
i it i il il ing in vi First, the inWest Asia, rupted The implications from 6.7 per cent earlier. Crisil lik ityintothe ial C
th. Since policy reviewin August, repeated cyclesof escalationand de-escala-  extend beyond the current kharif season. 7.0 per cent. Theis nancial iti through August,
itati 1ange in pol- tion, has kept ity markets volatile. ~ Weak: uupdn rabi belween persistent supply shocks and  andliquidity Thi
icy. On economic growth, the I.nd:an economy has surprised Recent usheduperude by ing soil and reservoir strong demand warrants atten- tension, albeit transitory, between
everyone by showing resili ing global con- pri with the Indian crude basket,  levels. Asof October 1, reservoir storage was tion. history sugg: when p iling monetary and the
text. The 7.8 per cent growth in Gross Domestic Product during the 12.2 per centbelow normal and 204 per cent supply-driven price idewith i ing bias i i by
the first quarter (April, May, June) surprised on the upside when Analysis Cell, returning toits April peak.Re-  lower than a year earlier. Crisil’s Deficient robust growth, inflation often hand inflatio
the data was released at the end of August. This has led the RBI flecting this, we now expect crude pricesto  Rainfall Impact Parameter (DRIP) points to beyond a narrow set of catewones Early ‘Takentogether, Lhese developments ex-
tobump up the full-year (2026-27) forecast from 6.7 per cent, as average $88-93 per barrel this fiscal, com-  broad-basedstress, with cotton, turand bajra signs of such i are plainthe RBI'spolicy . Inflation risks are
pencilled in the August policy, to 7.1 per cent now. But notwith- pared with our earlier forecast of $82-87per  among the most vulnerable crops. visiblein coreinflation, with price  becoming more broad-based, growth re-
tandit icgrowth ionhasbe- barrel. Even if geopolitical tensions ease, Intensifying El Nifio condi- E iohi gl spreading i ili v it
more from the point of view of cmde prices may remam eleva[ed asdam- tions, combined with supply dis- conomic history S.Ugges'::s beyond food and fuel. continue to tighten, and domestic liquidity
inflation, thanks to the “sudden re-escalation of the West Asia depleted  ruptions linked to the West Asia  that when supply-driven price Global developments rein-  remains ample. Policymakers will need to
conflict in September and the consequen[ hardenmg and vola- inventories rebuilt. In such a scenario,  conflict, areexertingupward press- pressures coincide with force the need for caution. Bond ~ remain highly vigilant on price develop-
tility in global prices”. another round of pass- through todomestic  ure on food pnces worldwide. Of robust growth inflation yields in advanced economies ments. While future actions will remain
look worse are the deficient Soumwes( ‘monsoon and El Nifio petroland diesel | likely. While i ion, driven N have risen much more sharply data- dependem the possibility of another
conditions. Retail inflation has been going up steadily through higher pump prices could temper demand ~ weather-related disruptions in often broadens beyonda thaninIndia rate y nol beruledout.

theyear, breaching the 4 percent RBI target level. In fact, the RBI
now expects it to touch 6 per cent by the end of December with
full-yearinflation around 5.2 per cent.

Giventhatgrowthisrobustevenasinflationi up-
wards and beyond the RBI target, raising the repo rate in a bid
todampen overall demand in the economy and prevent infla-
tion becoming more broad-based is timely. What iseven more
welcome isthe shift in the RBI's stance. It suggests that the RBI
is squarely focussed on dealing with a possible spike in infla-
tion. Simply put, interest rate cuts are off the table for thetime
being, and the RBI has signalled the start of a rate hike cycle,
given that globally other central banks are expected to raise in-
terest rates in the coming months,

The universe whispers
through ghost particles

OR CENTURIES, astronomy has essentially been the
science of observing light. However, some of the uni-

ments so dense or violent that photons cannot escape.
Could the universe be observed through something other than
light?1n1930, when Austrian physicist Wolfgang Pauli proposed
the existence of an elusive particle toexplain a mystery in radio-
active decay, he was laying the foundations for a new way of ex-
ploring the cosmos. The ghost particle called the neutrino was
detected two decades later, and the quest to understand it has
since been rewarded with a string of Nobel Prizes. On Tuesday,
theRoyal Swedish Academy of Sciences, which awards the Nobel
Puze in Physu:s, recogmsed another pioneer in the field — Bel-
Halzen. Hi

neutri by inaccess-

ible environments, helping opena new window on the cosmos.

Neutrinos have tiny masses, carry no electric charge and in-
teract so weakly with matter that billions pass through the Earth
—and ourbodies— without leaving a trace. These particles can
escape from the dense interiors of exploding stars and other ex-
treme: cosmxcenvlronmems carryinginformation about places

thatc see. Halzen rec thi
potential. His pxoneenng worl\ led to the IceCube Observatory,
Antarc-

ticice. Rather than bu.lldmga convenuona] telescope, scientists
effectively turned a cubic kilometre of narural ice at the South
Polei detector,embeddin;
init. Almost every neutrino passes straight thmugh theice. But
on the rare occasion when one sheds its shyness, the resulting
flash of light can give information on the particle’s travel path.
In 2013, IceCube provided evidence for a flux of high-energy
neutrinos originating beyund the solar system. Halzen’s work
isnottobuild
amore powerful eye, but to learn todetect what the universe is
whispering through particles that pass silently through it. The
next frontier is multi-me er astronomy, in which neutrinos
can be studied alongside light, gravitational waves and cosmic
rays. Together, these cosmic messengers could reveal the work-

remain invisible to any single form of observation.

Sheled the way to the
top, that’s her legacy

ARMANPREEI‘ KAUR'S contribution as captain of

team cannot be only

by the ODI World Cup trophy she lifted last year. It

can be seen in the way the team began to carry itself

on the biggest stages. When Harmanpreet took over, India had

already reached two ODI World Cup finals. But there was still a

sense that the team had to prove it belonged among the best.

During her captaincy, the results began to follow more consist-

ently. Indiareached the 2018 T20 World Cup semifinal, the 2020

‘T20 World Cup final and the 2023 T20 World Cup semifinal be-
fore gumg all the way in the 2025 ODI World Cup.

as notsmooth. H: ame

and herc Butshe

remained atthe centre of the team through the difficult periods.

Her leadership was driven by her passion for the game and a

strong belief in the players around her. The World Cup win

turned that behef into reality. Now, as Smriti Mandhana takes

over, 1 knows what
is expected at the highest level. Mandhana cannot and should
nottry Harmanpreet’ Shewillhave

to lead in her own way. But she will be expected to protect the
confidence that has been builtand takeit further.

That is the challenge. Harmanpreet helped India believe it
b datthetop. beliefdoes
not fade—and turns into a habitof winning. After back-to-back
group-stage exits at the T20 World Cup, winning a title in the
shortest format will be a priority.

and ease pressure on oil marketing com-
panies, they would also raise inflation

Southeast Asia and rising biofuel
demand. According to the World

narrow set of categories

inflation and growing concerns
over fiscal sustainability. Conse-

The writer is chiefeconomist, Crisil

A changemaker — 25 years

and counting

VER THE years, I had the op-
portunity to observe Nar-
endraModiclosely. firstasan
administrator and later from

within government. What
struck me most was not any single policy

ticularly in the energy, skill and infrastruc-
ture sectors, core to India’s future. Modi
was looking for an answer: Will this im-
prove governance? That became the lens
through which every recommendation
was tested. I noticed a fleeting look of dis-

Where light stops,
neutrinos begin

N

OR AN astronomer, light is the easy part: Hold upa
lens or a mirror and starlight is yours. Neutrinos are
another matter. Born in the most violent places inthe
cosmos, these ghost-like particles pass through most
detectors almost without a trace. It took decades to
turn a cubic kilometre of Antarctic ice into a telescope for these

decision, but the way prob- at my presentation. He had 3 deep-space messengers. This year’s Nobel Prize in Physics goes
NRleNDRA lems. Whether the issue was a sweeping expected graphics, not a stack of paper. It Biman with thathunt: Francis Halzen, a Belgian-
MISRA national reform or an admmxstrauve wasan earlyindication of how naturally he NATH born physicist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
bottleneck, his first instinct I gravitated towards visualisa- Why chase aparticle so hard to cauh" “You could see things
agnosis. He rarely accepted a at tionand y tools one could in dn’t; ay,” E id. Neu-
face value. Instead, the questions would  touch, feel, and experience. Shortly after- trinos barely i mteracx so they escape f.rorn deep inside t_heu:
come quickly. What is happeningonthe  wards, he conveyed tomethat heintended source: y out. Thinkofaj
ground? Why is it happening? What have  to appoint me as his principal secretary. trying h intt 'whereamajor
you done so far? What is preventing a sol- ’I‘radmonally mepnnmpal secretaryac- policy was made. The press conference is easy to attend; that is
ution? The questions were designedtotest ¢ fficial for- ith ight. Butthei whatwas
assumptions. Once he understood a situ-  eign visits. I suggested instead that Iremain really i Catchinga still.
ation’s reality, the shift from diagnosisto  in Delhi, believing I could contribute more ThelceCu Observatoryin A
action was remarkably swift. by overseeing matters at home while he 86 cables intothe ice, the deepest reaching almost 2.5 km down.
Tsaw this most clearly during demonet-  travelled. His response surprised me. “You Each cable sports 60 sensitive light detectors, like beads strung
isation. The decision broughtenormouslo-  have lifted a heavy burden off my chest.” onathread. Onrare: occaslons, aneutrino stnks anucleusofan
gistical and economic challenges. Yeteven — Modi’s work ethic recognises neither ge amm in rhp ice,and yparticles.
while dealing with immediate pressures, — raphy nor time zones. thanlight Lravelsm ice,and
Modiwas already looking beyond the crisis He was also a keen observer. Ideas en- b)uxsh flash, like a sonic boom of : jet. That glow, the
itself. He saw an opportunity to accelerate  countered abroad, whether in urban infra- ing neutrino, iswhat pickup.
ngltal payments across India. He did not ~ structure, pubhc spacesor museum deslgn, Suchaninstrument couldn’tbebuilt overnight. What Halzen
i atechno-  often way intodi: himself once called a “cute idea” took smaller trials to hone the
lo,:cal lens. He understood that ordinary ~ governance back home. That same instinct skill and show what a larger detector could potentially deliver.
citizens would notembrace digital transac- s visible in initiatives such as Yuge Yugeen Conceived inthe 1980s, thelast cable inIceCube was dropped in
tions if commissions and transaction costs ~ Bharat. To Modi, a museum 15 not merelya 2010. Since then, it has been eavesdropping on far-away violent
remained barriers. Rather than treating  repository It phenomena in the universe. Some strange galaxies, unlike our
those costs as unavoidable, he pursued the  that connects future generations with India’s Milky Way, host massive black holes that churn the gas in their
issue directly with the Reserve Bank of  civilisational journey. cores and spew spectacular jets. These accelerate high-energy
India. That was characteristic of his ap- Looking back, it is not any single re- i i hich collidl i
proach: Identify the obstacle. Understand ~ form, programme or policy decision that These neutrinos point back to where cosmic rays are produced.
what sustains it. Remove t. best explains Modi to me. It is a habit of The discoveries at IceCube have been helping astronomers
Modi places extraordinary value on  mind. He begins by asking what stands in peek inside the core of these galaxies. In 2017, a single neutrino
preparation. A proposal mightappear flaw-  the way. He refuses to accept “cannot” as hurtled through theobservatory. Its path indicated it was coming
lesson paper, but within minutes his ques- an answer He presses relentlessly until a from the direction of the constellation Orion. Astronomers
" tions would reveal whether the . Th: that instinct swiveled their telescopes in that direction and found a “blazar”,
LOOkmE back, truly understood the issue. Texperienced apphed 1o governance technology, na- agiant galaxy se central black hole, weighing of
itisnotany that standard from the very beginningof  tional security, foreign policy, welfare, cul- millionsofsuns, spitsoutajetaimed atEarmfmemsmveryg,we
single reform, my association with him. My first interac-  ture and institution-building alike. amajorboost to “multi-
tion with Modi was brief. Carrying a bou- ‘That combination of intellectual rigour, use visible light, neutrinos, and gravitational waves to. smdythe
P“?g‘"m? or quet, I remarked that [ was meetingayug  decisiveness, accountability and anunwa- same costnic event, pulllng mgether the ch.les from aLl thelight
policydecision  puyush, a defining figure of ourtimes. He  vering focus on outcomes is what, in my Why chasea see”. Halzen, of
that best laughed immediately and brushed aside ~ view, distinguishes Narendra Modi. As a particleso hard d hy research
explains Modi  thecompliment, putting me at ease. man who continuestoredefine ourera, PM to catch? ‘You that marries astronomy with particle physlcs But IceCube was
s The more consequential encounter Modi’s mark will remain indelible in the 1d never project: Il lab-
to ':ne' It l:S 2 came in May 2014. The late Arun Jaitley  annals of history. C.()u _See oration of i Starlight canbe
habitofmind.  called d metoreporti thingsinthe  caughtwithamirror. TceC ived
He begins to Gujarat Bhawan. Trueto form, Modidis- The writer is chairperson, Prime Ministers universe you itsfirst major thisyear, and i
by asking pensed with formalities and asked me to Museum and Library, and chairman, couldn’t see successoreight ti i there, neu-
hat stand examme the political structure of the Temple Construction Committee, Shri th ,  trinoison its way. Thanks to Halzen and team, theice is ready.
whatstancs ) nmentand lwhich Ram. ni Teerth Kshetra Trust. AUV OLICI WY,
inthe way ministrie d d, dor He yto Prime Halzen said The wmer vlsmngpmlessor IISER Mohall, was an
newly created toimprove governance, par- Minister Narendra Modi dunngZOM -2019 Bengaluru
40 YE ARS AGO Probeinto assassination bid ister'slife on October 2. The fol-  talkwith
lowed the disclosures by the assailant,
October 8, 1986 THE GOVERNMENT appointed a high-level Karamijit Singh, about his activities and Sensitive gravitydata leaked

commmee headed by Cablnet Secretary B G

months. CBI

associatesin the Capital in the past few
said the man from

INDIAN EXPRESS i

P.ndmmlopmbe =
attempt on PM’s life —

Army

ke over sccutin

aneM|n|sters life at Rajghat on October 2.
Thef b p il al

onthe

gestremedial measures toimprove the PM's
security system.

CBl detains six for questioning

THE CENTRAL BUREAU of Investigation
(CBI) has rounded up for m(enogahcn six
d

I mDelhi

tlon with lhe attempt onthe Prime Mln-

ple fr

epaper.indianexpreqc;eom.. .

whom Karamiit Singh bought the country-
made pistol had beenidentified. "We are
close on his heels," a CBI officer said.

Notalks with GNLF chief

THE UNION Home Minister, Buta Singh,
ruled out any talks with the president of
the Gorkha National Liberation Front,
Subhash Ghisingh. Replying to a question
by newsmen , Singh asked. *Why should |

New Delhi

LEAKAGE OF militarily sensitive gravity data
from the country, particularly relating to
the Himalaya, is causingjitters in defence
circles. There is concern about the security
implications of sharing India's gravity data
ith ions b e inf .

isacrucial input for the accurate guidance
of ballistic missiles to their targets. Anyone
wanting to aim ballistic missiles at military
targetsin India must knowin advance the
gravity profile along the entire path of the
missile tomakea direct hit.
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On anniversary of October 7, only hope
can bridge the Israeli abyss.

— Haaretz, Israel
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To fight in the arena, howsoever imperfect,
is the only way to strengthen democracy

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

N RECENT weeks, with the revel-
ations about the Election Commis-
sion’s troubling conduct and the dis-
enfranchisement of13crorevotersby
unfair means, a provocative debate

opposition parties should continue partici-
pating in elections at all, under conditions
they claim are ﬁmdamen(ally compro-
mlw{l Crit

¥

thestate. powerisderived
i d

cap-
ture of key institutions by mala fide el—
ements, and a playing field tilted heavily in
favour of the government. Why should the
Opposition, they ask, legitimise a system
they believe has been captured, by partici-
patingin a rigged process?

To these critics, continuing to contest
elections under the present administration
would beanemptyritual that grantsa veneer
ofdemocraticlegitimacy towhat they char-
acterise as a “managed democracy”. They
argue for an electoral boycott. saying such a
course is rooted in moral clarity; by walking

ingthet itingevery
leverage available to protect citizens, in-
fluence policy, and hold authority to ac-
count. A boycott does not stop the govern-
ment machinery; it merely removes the
challenges that an active opposition gener-
ateswithinit.

The historical precedent often invoked
by proponents of boycotts — Gandhiji and
the Indian freedom struggle — illustrates
why such a strategy fails in a sovereign re-
public. Boycottsand civil disobedience were
effective tools against British colonial rule
becauset

ing for-

away from the ballot box, the Opposition
would wi ap-
proval that the ruling power relies upon to
1usufy its authonty both domesucally and

tive, isnotanact of surrender buta: stmlegy
of non-cooperation designed to expose in-
stitutional decay, delegitimise the regime,
and shock the public into recognising an

Inrejecti idiary rolethat
rule, i

alists demonstrated its complete lack of
moral authority. In that context, boycotts
‘were meant to shame the colonial govern-
ment by exposing the inadequacy of the li-

mited representation it offered.
However, astrategy designed against an

= z o

threat to our

cannot

Yet, this logic, however

ac-

4| &

overreach, and present alternative visions

for the country. When opposition leaders

take election campalgns tn Lhe streets, hold

rallies, and deba i

cratic discourse alive. Cedmgth:s spaceen-

tirelytothe ruling party guarantees that only
i ic, fi sol-

idifying the government’s grip on popular
consciousness and leaving voters who are
dissatisfied with the status quo without a
voice oravehicle forchange.

Furthermore, participating in elections
does not mean accepting institutional flaws
with blind faith. Rather, it provides the
necessary foundation for resmmg them

Protect the
referee, even as
you question
the decision

. BY
SHASHANK R JosHI

N EVERY game, you can abuse the player. You cannot

Histor

and parties are rarely

by moral appeals or voluntary abstentions;
they are challenged, constrained, and ulti-

tively chose to participate in the elections
under the Government of India Act of 1935,
despite limited franchise and communal
Indian leaders that
refusing to contest would hand the right of
representation to less worthy forces and
abandon the public to unmediated colonial
authority. In our contemporary constitu-
tional system, choosing non-participation
against domesticrivalsis not amoral stand,
but ar act of s jon.
Beyond the misapplication of history,
advocating electoral boycott ignores the
practical realities of democratic survival.
First, political parti i
tions sustained by public engagement,
cadre morale, and local leadership. Abstain-
ing from elections starves a party of its es-
sential lifeblood. Without campaignsto or-
ganise around, candidates to field, or local
offices to fight for, political cadres will dis-

1y defe through persistent, organ-
ised resistance at the ballot box. Even in
highly uneven contests across the globe, op-
position participation has frequently ex-
posed the limits of ruling power, forced un-
expected concessions, created internal
friction within ruling coalitions, and pre-
served institutional footholds that later
served as launchpads for political renewal.
‘Take Hungary this  year: Despite facing an
illiberal hVik-

abuset Ifyoudo, TodayinIndia,
we are abusing the referee. The Election Commission of
India (ECI) is not just another bureaucracy. It isthe core of
democracy. To protect it is not tosupportany party; itisto
support the gameitself. This wisdom isnot new. Itisin our Vedas,
itwas in Rome, and it was in Greece.

TheRig Vedadoes not start with aking. It starts with twoin-
stitutions: Sabha and samiti. Samiti was the people — the
voters. Sabha was the council of elders, the learned, the impar-
tial who ensured the samiti could meet freely and choose freely.
The Atharva Veda prays: Sabhachame samiticha maavatu—
may my sabha and saniti protect me.

‘The sabha had no army, no kingdom. Its power came from
only one thing — trust. If the sabha was seen as biased, the sa-
miti rsed and thej dabroke. The ECTisourmodern

tor Orban’s rule, the Hungarian opposition
refused to abandon the ballot box, contest-
ingelectionsan

ings, ultimately mobilising to deliveraland-
slide victory. Illiberal autocracies are
dismantled through competitive endur-
ance, not voluntary retreat.

Democracy is not a fragile artefact that
can be preserved by hiding it away from
ﬂawed contests; it is a muscle that

only through it ex-

perse, local I and financial
resources dry up. Rebuilding an organisa-
tional machine after years of non-participa-
tion is extraordinarily difficult, if not im-

possible. A party that retreats from

gued, restsonabasic mlsreadmgof polluca.l turs share a common cmzensh:]p Evenunder imperfect the gxeld 2f cfrr{les(lalion[r?pi:iﬁy
powerandt 1consi 7o 0y e renders itsell wrrelevant to e
the great French diplomat T fa- muonal k. The Indian Co"dn.mns’ CI&?CUOH CAMPAIENS ot seeks to represent.

mously observed, “les absents ont toujours  National Congressitselfrecognised  Provide aunique platformto Second, electoral participation
tort” — the missing ones arealways wrong.  this distinction during the Inde- raise critical issues, expose remains the primary mechanism
To voluntarily withdraw from the electoral ~ pendence movement. Whileit boy- & o] for public mobilisation and civic

; ey : - 0 executiveoverreach,and 2 .

arena is not to delegitimise the governing  cotted elections under the restrict- al . P education. Even under imperfect
power; it issimply to leave an uncontested  ive Montagu-Chelmsford reforms presentalternative visions conditions, election campaigns
field for political opponen[s toassumeun-  of1919torejecta ﬂawedsvstem that forthe country provide a unique platform to raise

ontrol over

enshri itac-

critical issues, expose executive

ercise. C electoralirregu-
larities and demanding institutional ac-

are notsigns of naiv lity,

sabha.Ith; nc toprotect. Itsonly
capital is credibility. When we chip away at that credibility for
political points, we are not hitting at an office in Nirvachan
Sadan, but at the idea of sabha itself.

The Vedas also gave us a method: Tarka and shastrartha.
Debate ﬁercelv, but accept the decision of the sabha. The Bri-

hows King Janaka I i de-

bate where Yaji isc byeve ludi
womenscholars like Gargi. He answers. The debare ends, and
ity is higher, not lower, b toques-

tioning. The ECI must be questioned. But after questioning, it
must be obeyed. That is dharma.

The Romans were the greatest bureaucrats. They knew
democracy needs a cle:m voter list more thana popular leader

1theoffic . The censor was not

but the necessary duties of a ic
opposition. To fight in the arena, despl[e
the odds, biases, and

T
who foughtwars Hewas more powerful. He prepared the cen-

tages, isthe only way forIndian democrats.
to safeguard the republic. To abstain from
con(esungwould mean handmgvxctory to

unywnhuut resistance. We must not. aban-
don the field to them.

The writer is a fourth-term Congress
MP from Thiruvananthapuram

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Restore trust

ASTRONG democracy cannot af-
ford an institution that displays
opaqueness (‘Can Election Com-
mission untieknotsofitsown
making? That'sthe question’, IE,
October7). When civil servants,
judges, and political parties alike
questionitsauthority, the founda-
tion of electoral legitimacy shakes.
The ECI must embrace transpar-
ency, i and account-

|
SHIBASHIS CHATTERJEE

IT IS hard to find a more surreal turn of
events than what befell Christa Pike in Ten-
nessee The state prepared to execute her

dosesof ital, but
she survived. She was then taken from the
prison to a hospital by where

Myth of the

‘humane’ execution

tional o iltis ¢ ?

Court ruled that the Eighth

does not ensure a painless

INGAoD fore, ifnotunder these circumstances. Willie

e
falth Francis su:vnvedanartemptto execute him
intt by fLouisiana,

death. But Pike’s situation is not just about
faulty needles orincorrectdosing. The ques-

thelist of citizens. He could remove a senator by marking
him with nota censoria. He was elected for 18 months, but his
list lasted for 5 years. Why did Romans give so much power to
twomen whodid nothing but count? Because they understood:
Ifthe voter list is corrupt, the republic is corrupt.

‘When we in India politicise
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, or the
deletionand addition of voters,
we forget Rome. A clean roll will
always be painful. Someone’s
name will be deleted. Some-
one’sbooth will shift. Thatpain
isthe price of arepublic. Attack
the error with data, appeal to
the ECI, go to court — but do
not attack the censor itself. If
the censor falls, the republic be-
comes an empire.

Athens, the mother of
democracy, had a brilliant safe-
guard. They did not even trust elections fully. Most offices in
Athenswere filled notby election, but by “lot” — by lotteryamong
citizens — under the supervision of the “eponymous archon”.
‘Why? Because they feared that elections could be manipulated
by orators. Their safeguard was procedure. The archon did not
decide who won; he enstired the “procedure” was followed.

‘The EClisour: archon Itsjobis not tu decidewho shuu.ld wu]
— 140 crore Indi; that. Its i

tion is whether any institution

doctors immediately began working to pre-
serve her life, contrary to the state’s recent
actions. Pil that medical

were. ing to remove the

abilityto restore i
Ashok Lavasa rightly points out
that inaction breeds contempt,

drug from her body. The woman found
guilty ofthe horrific 1995 murder of 19-year-

reducingthe ECItoa its
shell. B; ingits contradic-

old Colleen reportedtobeun-

tions, the ECI can reaffirmitselfas
the unbiased guardian of India’s
democraticsoul.

Abhinav Shah, Lucknow

PUBLIC CONFIDENCEin
electionsdependsgreatly onthe
Election Commission’s transpar-
ency and consistency (‘Can Elec-
tion Commission untie knots of its
ownmaking? That’s the question’,
1IE, October 7). The ECI should re-
spond promp(ly o legmma(e

critically ill, and on aventilator.

the two sides of the contemporary state. In
one place, authorities apply chemicals in-
tended to cause death. In another, medical
professionals employ their expertise and
technology to preserve thatsamelife. If Pike
recovers,

Can

medical system hasjust fought tosave?
To make this an issue of sympathy for

Pike would miss the point. Her

crimewasappalling. Noseriousdis-

cussmn of capltal punishment

quest hatits pro-
cesses are easily understood by
cmzens and political parties alike.

institutions must be

ingor dlsregard the claims of vic-
tims and their families. The moral
of the death penalty

bl 1 deci-

from the fact that the

sions without tnnecessary con-
frontation. Strengthening institu-
tional accountability will help
preserve the credibility and inde-
pendence ofthe electoral process.
‘M Barathi, Bengaluru

Punish the guilty

THE CORNELL incident is
another reminder of the deeply
entrenched attitudes towards
women that persist despite mo-
dernity and democratic institu-
tions (‘Cornell reminder on im-
punity, sexual violence’, IE,
October7). Across Indxa and else-

crimes are often so horrific. The
question is: What can a constitu-

If Christa Pike recovers, an
'ssuffer- even stranger question

emerges: Can the state then
prepare to execute someone

—the EVM, the VVPAT, Lhemk thebooth— remaxm

because therewasa ofequip-  created

ment in 1946. The US Court in ding of arouti dical

Francis vs Reuveber (194/) held that a By the close 0f2025, 113 cou.nmes had
botched as ace dnota ished capital

hus permittingasec-
ond attempt. However, Justice Felix Frank-
furter added a crucial caveat: “A series of
abortive attempts” might create what he
called an altogether different constitutional
problem. Now that the condemned has
reached death’s door and been gravely in-
jured again, what purpose does it serve to
bring her therea second time? One might

forall offences. In contrast, the US carried
out47executionsthatyear, marking its high-
estyearly total since 2009. Wherever it is
found in constitutional democracies, the
continued use of capital punishment is be-
coming increasingly unusual. The reason
thestate holdsa monopoly on legitimate vi-
olence isto substitute personal revenge for

ice. Yet, by i ling

that life, re-

ask: When doe: ing justice be-
comeademand foradeed tobe performed?
Further, lethal i m;ecuon owesits accept—

ance, inpatt, A is

morse, restoration, or remexly.
As you read this, Tennessee faces the
it fwhether to pursue Pike's execu-

positioned on what appears to be a hospital
gurney. Death looks like the evisceration of
a grotesque tumour. However,
medicine and execution have
utterly opposite moral founda-
tions. Medicine interposes itselfto
preservelife oreasesuffering, while
execution is an intervention that

tion again. In the end, the law will probably
permit this. But legality is not the only form
of justice. Surely, there comes a time when
even the constitutional state, having at-
tempted and failed to end human life law-
fully, acknowledges the boundanes ofits

pure. Every dharma is two-sided. If the players must not abuse
the referee, the referee must also remember why it wears black.
Inthe Vedic sabha, the elder did not speak more than necessary
— he spoke through decisions, after listening to both sides. In
Rome, th 1bec lied nota censoria
equally, even to his own kin. In Greece, the archon was trusted
because he drewlots in the open agora, notbehind closed doors.
The referee protects itself best by transparency, by same-rule-
same-speed for all jerseys, and by a d:gmﬁed restraint that lets
ﬂ.\eon:lerspeak louderthan areferee

tarts too much, de too. much, orbeing seen
too much, the crowd begins to doubt the whistle. The referees
work best when we see them stable, silent, and steady.

Iam a doctor, nota psepholog'nst In the ICU, I see what
happen: leion that nos — falls
rmm 14_1 10123, The body seizesand the brainstarves, Sodiumis
ibletillitislow. The ECIis n-

itworks, henitfails. Youcan dxsagree
rder. Thatis your rightinads racy. Fil
produce data, go to the Supreme Court. That is Vedic tarka,
Roman provocatio, Greek elenchus. But do not call for burning
down the office that guards the list. Rome tried that. When Au-

authority,
strated through resualnt — the ability not
only to wield its immense power but also to

its medical system hasjust oY zemmaven e i
fought to save? reassuring language of “humane”

or “painless” executions. The US

when and how tostop.

Thewriter is professor, Jadavpur University

powerof te-
turned. Protect the referee, even as you question the decision.
That is the only way the game continues.

The writeris an endocrinologist and
public health physician based in Mumbai

NEGHA AND PRIYA
ANGAMUTHTHU

ASO(_[Erdesturbedhya}assmlmhrstask

Inevery trans woman's life, thereis a Dorothy

Tamil cinema offered

and queer people lmle more

ment. Yet, when cisgender actors consist-
ently receive

Y
it raises an

refusal to recognise a trans womanasa  her pro(ecuve nurturmg ina decades,
woman. But beyond that, why should inti- 4, only to obx
macy cause such discomfort? Set in the  asingle kiss in the ﬁnal scene. In truth, Do- Lhzm n(hmle In Dorothy,

1990s. D¢ i lifeDo-
rothys whose stories were never docu-
mented, I

rothy

nurtures and protects a trans woman's

caste, and class inflicted severe violence on
= G

where, womenarei
speaking outon social media and
public platforms against abuse,
threatsand humiliation. Rape
threats and misogynistic abuse

whyit tra

]ove and hurmamty 'I11eTmml ﬁlmDomt!xv.
obaraj,

society still struggling to recognise trans-

gender people as complete human beings.

li not merely
speech; they reflectaculturein
which perpetrators often expect
little consequence.

What

ingthe film, butwhat!

erational lens, Subbaraj confronts a cen-
turies-old system now struggling to digest
the truth. This conflict forces a deeper in-
quiry intoidentity: Whois Dorothy toSubbu?

Issheamother?A smer’?Asxster in-law?
k(\(‘lM] must

on.Astoryexploringcaste, family,
systemic violence, toxic masculinity, and

ler question: Doyou acceptsubm
asDorothy? Changeis notan overnight pro-

TusharA

Dombivali East

gender

tion: How can atrans woman kissa man?
Why does that kiss spark such moral

panic? Calling it “twomen kissing” revealsa

cess, but
of another human remains deeply inhu-
mane. A section of viewers folgels how
Subbustruggled toguard her kaitickit

Inreallife, Dorothy takes

vldes aspace where trans women safely ex-
plore their identity, historically through
i ja and it

gender
question: Where doesthat leave transactors
who have spent years fighting simply to be
cast? At the same time, Dorothy’s inclusion

many forms: Mothers, mentors, femaleedu- of latform

cators. Inevery transwoman’slife, thereisa  like ‘Enull lle’,and i, nowa istsli True

Dorothy; mostoften i oman. jahil inn must extend beyond who
Musicisavital pillarof thi v.For self Dorothy through the emo- lays the lead; it must be about

tional shelter his art bestows. cessto opportumus.

- . The film’s visual peaks vol- D iftand a necessary step for-

F 01: decades, mainstream Tamil umes. Karthiks i 0-  ward. To shift the collective consciousness

cinema offered transgender i thesharp  and urge the public to view every person as

and queer people little more presenceofthe chappathikalli(pricklypear  human, Tamil cinema needs hundreds of

thanridicule. In ‘Dorothy’,
Ilaiyaraaja’s score feels like
abalm to those wounds

epaper.indianexpreqc;eom.. .

cactus) vividly convey the weight of toxic

more ﬁlms like Dorothy, Super Deluxe, and
Nagargiradhu.

enforced upon
This depth extends to performance and
casting. Sanath’s performance deserves ap-
preciation for its vulnerability and commit-

New Delhi

Negha s an actor, writer, and co-founder of
Queer Casting, Angamuththu is a law student
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Bolsonaro Jr’s
“Trump card’ over
Lulain Brazil polls

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, October7

IN THE first round of Brazil’s presidential elections on
Sunday, incumbent President Luiz Indcio Lula daSilvaand
Flavio Bolsonaro received 45% and 47% of the vote,
respectively. Since neither won over 50% of the vote but
still secured the most votes among all candidates, they will
go head-to-head in anotherround of voting on October 25.
Flavio Bolsonaro is the son of former President Jair Bol-

CERTAIN MOLECULES exist in two forms,
each a non-superimposable mirror image
of the other — like the left and right hands
of human beings. Chemically, the two
formsarethesame inthesensethat theyare
composed of the same set of atoms, con-
nected in the same order. The difference is
only in the relative three-dimensional ar-
of those atoms, such that one

sonaro, who won the 2018 elections and rejected the 2022
losstoLula. In 2023, Bolsonaro Sr’s supporters stormed
government officesin the capltal Brasilia, evokan visuals
of US President Donald Trump’s suppor the
US Capitol in 2021. Jair Bolsonaro is serving a 27-year sen-
tencein relation tothe attempted 2023 coup.

The Bolsonaro clan

Flavio Bolsonaro, 45, is a lawyer by training. A senator
from Rio de Janeiro, he bears a striking physical resem-
blance tohis polarising father. In the 2022 election, the
closest in Brazil's history, Lulareceived 50.9% of the
votes against the senior Bolsonaro’s 49.1%. Jair Bolson-
aro’s supporters saw him
as aconservative, pro-
business politician who
would “tell itlike itis”,
similarto other populist
right-wing leaders
globally. Among his key
policies was relaxing pro-
tections for the Amazon
rainforest to encourage
commercial activities. His
vow to combat graft was
notable, since his rise was
fuelled by mainstream

Flavio Bolsonaro, 45,isa political figures getting
lawyer by training. ap implicated in major cor-
ruption scandals.

Jair Bolsonaro is also known to make homophobicand

mi ugym tic H il iticised for his
the Covid-19 ic, with Brazil havingthe

second-highest death tollamong countries, after the US.

The Bolsonaros have enjoyed voter supportamong
more well-off groups, the more conservative Evangelical
Christians, and the country’s southern regions. On the
other hand, Lula, 80, is a veteran socialist now contesting
forafourth term with supporterssuch as Catholics, pro-
gressives and poorer groups. Flavio has criticised Lula for
notbeingtough enough on crime and druggangs.

The Trump factor

Since Jair Bolsonaro’s presidential term, which partly
overlapped with the first Trump administration, Trump
has publicly supported him owing to their similar ideol-
ogy and disdain for critics. He met Fldvio Bolsonaro ear-
lier this year, calling him a “smart young man, who loves
his country, Brazil, very much”. Within months of his
second term, Trump announced 50% tariffs on imports
from Brazilin July 2025 for “threats” to the US. The
executive orderalso noted that Brazilian officials were
“persecuting” Jair Bolsonaro and that this “contributes
tothedeliberate breakdown in the rule of law in Brazil”.

Trump has earlier warmed up to other strongman
leadersglobally, with vocal support for those from South
America. Another example is Argentina’s Javier Milei. This
approachisalso in line with the US National Security Strat-
egy released in2025.1tlaid out. m[enuons fortheUStobe

inthe Western Hemi:

inthe capture of Venezuelan President Nlcolas Madum
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happenstobethe mirrorimage of the other.

This structural asymmetry, called chi-
rality, becomes particularly interesting in
biology. Many of the fundamental mol-
eculesin biology, like the amino acids that
make up proteins orthesugarsin DNA, ap-
pear in only one form The mirror image

idsorthe su;
do exist, bu( they are rarely used in these
biological settings. This preference for
homochirality in life forms has intrigued
scientists for long.

‘This year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry has
been awarded to two scientists, Henry
Kagan and Kenso Soai, for demonstrating
how this homochirality can emerge.

*‘FORTHEDISCOVERY OF NON-LINEAR EFFECTS AND
AUTOCATALYSIS INASYMMETRIC ORGANIC SYNTHESIS’

“Like hands, all
amino acids exist

as two mirrored
variants, but only
oneof themis

foundin the proteins
inyour cells. The otheris rarely
found in nature.”

HENRIBKAGAN, 96
Professor Emeritus
atthen Université
Paris-Sud, France

KENSO SOAI, 76
Professor Emeritus
at Tokyo University

of Science, Japan

WHEN MIRROR-IMAGE MOLECULES HARMED BABIES

ADRUGFOR MORNING
< Thali

introduced in the late 1950s and
marketed by a West German
pharma company as a sedative.
Itwas widely prescribed,

--q-mwr-n\!

selvesact I

None of the autocatalytic reactions
knownatthetime Soai started experiment-
ing with them in the 1990s were known to
produce asymmetric formation of enan-
tiomers. After about a decade of trying, he
finally succeeded in carrying out an auto-
catalytic reaction that resulted in the pro-
duction of one particular enantiomer,
which then formed copies of itselfin a self-
replicating process. The final product con-
tained 99.5% of one enantiomer, a result

tothekind of

foraparticularver-

including to pregnant women for
morning sickness.

BIRTH DEFECTS: By 1961, doctors had Ilnked the drug tosevere
birth defects. Th ds of babies

affected, many with phocomelia, in which Ilmbs are severely
shortened or absent.

in
sion of a chiral molecule.

Mysteries of life

The work of Kagan and Soai has dem-
onstrated that homochirality can be ob-
tained in the laboratory as well. It was not
to nature. Their work does not

IMAGE PROBLEM: Thalidomi i 0

image molecules, or { O while
the other produced the desired effects. Later, it was found the two
forms caninterconvert (change into each ather) in the body.

molecules were produced in laboratories,
amixture of both enantiomers was ob-

The normal chemical p usedto
produce a chiral molecule results in the
production of both forms, called enan-
tiomers. Kagan developed a way of ma-
nipulating these processes in such a
manner that one form was produced in
much greater proportion than the other.
Soai took a step further and designed the
first chemical reaction in which only one
ofthe enantiomers was produced. Outside
of biological processes, such a result had
never been achieved.

Thefirst breakthrough
The propensity of biochemistry to
prefer one particular enantiomer over the

ON THURSDAY: NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATUR|

linear relationship between the catalyst’s
chirality and the proportion in which the

solve the origin of the puzzle of life — how
biological processes themselves preferred
homochirality. Butit did openup fresh ay-
enues for scientists to try and understand
the chemistry of life.

Possibly the biggest practical implica-
tion of their work has been in the pharma-
ceutical industry. Many drug molecules are
chiral, and it matters immensely which

other ly thoughtto
unique for life forms. Afterall, when chiral

o LEGAL

tained in almost even proportions. How- Some key two forms of the product were produced. particular enantiomer hasto be used
ever, way backin the early 1900s, German In other words, if the catalyst itself con- Thisisbx
chemist Willy Marckwald had been suc- terms tained a disproportionate amountof one  only those enantiomers. The other variety
cessfulincarryingoutachemicalreaction  Chirality: The form, reflected in of molecule might not just be ineffective,
inwhich th thevieldsofthe phenomenon of tions of the final product as well. X they can even be ha.rmﬁ.l o
asymmetric. molecules Kagan that C Before this No?{)el mze-mnnxng work
Marckwald had used a catalyst — a Y true, and that much greater asymmetryin ~ showed how one single enantiomer could
chemical that speeds up the reaction with- e"usu':‘g i production could be achieved even if the pharma companit been
out itselfgetting consumed intoit —which fmlrror 'lmagi ca[alyst was only rmld.ly chiral. In the pro- ing the drug asa
itself was chiral. And this had led to one forms — mucl h thein- both andthenthe
n}:irro:‘-imafe form being produced more  likeyourleftand  ternal howthis lesirab enantiomer wa}s1 separated
than the other. ight ha throug] rocess. This
However, subsequent attempts to in- right hands. The next step pensive, wasteful and often technically dif-
crease the asymmetry in the yields of the ® This breakthrough created a newex-  ficult way of achieving the final result.
wo i i Homochirality: ~ citementin the field. While studying one Tk i it i
Besides, illdid not The prefe of the ical reactions that had pro-  enantiomer, asshown by KaganandSoai.is
how the use of a chiral catalyst was affect- forenemiitror duced one particular enantiomer in large  already being used widely by the pharma-
ingthereactioninamannerthatoneenan- quantities, Soai realised that there weresig-  ceutical industry. This is relevant for the
tiomer was produced in greater quantity. Image f"“:n of 2 nificantsimilaritiesinthe catalystused and manufacturing of all other substances that
Itwas Kagan, working in the 1980s, who molt;culemlde the final product. That himtoex- with.
these questions. Be- forms. plore Tic ions — chemical flavours, and agricul-
fore him, it Was Dol eVed At e WaS A e TeACtiONs inwhich the final n it i

Detention vs arrest: The extent and limits of pohce S powers

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, October7

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul Gandhi was
detained on Wednesday as Opposmon
inNew Delhi
theresignation of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumaroveralleged irregu-
larities in the Election Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise.
‘This was the second time in as many
days that the Congress leader had been de-
tained. Since October 2, the Delhi Police has
detained hundreds of protesters.

after be away
by police, keptin custody for several hours,
and released without any case being regis-
tered. To the person involved, it can feel
very much like an arrest. Legally, however,
police may say that they were exerclsmg

thanarrestingthe
mdlvxdua[ foran offence.

Senior Advocate Sanjay Hegde drew a
distinction betweena formal arrestand the
short-term custody often seen during pro-
tests. “They are lempcra.nly notallowedto
leave wherever they d,and they
arenot putundera formal arrest either," he
told TheIndian Express.

ds Soutik Banerjee told The In-

How d
arrest?
Police are empowered to maintain law
and order, particularly during protestsand
demonstrations. In practice, this may
sometimes look like an arrest and at other
times a detention, often because these
termsare used i

from

dian Express that the distinction is often:
used to avoid the scrutiny that accom-
panies a formal arrest. “The police know
thatthe power to arrestcannot bx

PRAVEEN KHANN

casually when there is no cognizable of-
fence pumshable with more than seven
itted by the i

“Arrest” is a formal act of police taking
a person into cusmdy in connecnon with

[hey are arrested, courts will come down
heaw.ly onthem.” hesaid.

anoffence, r crimi-
nal Once aperson i d,
arangeof constitutional and statutory safe-
guards immediately come into play.

The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita (or BNSS, which replaced the Code of
Criminal Procedure or CrPC) does not de-
fine “detention” perse. Instead, it gives po-
lice asetof powers that allows themtostop,
remove or temporarily hold people in cer-
tain situations. This is why disputes arise

offence is one for which
pohce canarrest without a warrant.
SECTION 170 of the BNSS allows preven-
tive action before any offence is com-
mitted. A police officer, “krmwmg ofade-
signtocommitany

detention” — which allows a person to be
held without trial under special laws such
asthe National Security Act.

‘When can police detain people?

Most protest-related detentions begin
with a claim that police are trying to pre-
ventalaw and order problem.

Often, there is already a prohibitory
order in place. On October 2, the Delhi Po
licei ion163of the BNSS 2
New Delhi. If protestors refuse to mspeme
or continue activities prohibited by such
an order, police may invoke preventive

Your rights Gandhiat Jantar Mantar on Wednesday powers to remove Lhem from the spot or
@ Article 22 of the hold them D
Constitution deals SECTION1720fthe BNSSsaysapoliceof-  order isitselfan offence under Section 223
with protectionofan  ficer “may demm Or removeany personre- of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (or BNS,
accused against sisting, refusing, which replaced the Indian Penal Code or
arrestand d i alawful direction. The officer must then  IPC). Thatis the pointat which adetention
®ltrequites produc- take the person before a magistrate or, in  can turn into an arrest with an FIR.
tionof anacolised pe[ty cases, release [hern wnhm M houx& . Courtshave, howevel saldrhat s\il)ceh gf
ex- y. P able
r'::;?s?':f:;izm 2% pr&ly allows police to “detam or remove toexplain why resantmg a person’s liberty
hours: information et w v Th Coutt;inJog!
aboutthe grounds of direction. Secnqn 17’(2) BNSS 15 new The inder. I\'umm v. State of UP (1994) held Lhat
arrest; and the right Gichadva The “the of the power to arrest is one
2 CrPClet prevent thing”and “theji ion forthe exerci:

tohave legal repre-
sentation, The

wcemay  SMETOCOULI  lice detain those who refused. Section 172
5 as ddsh
arrest, without orders froma magistrate held that written Theideac u\.c
and without a warrant, the person so de- rotindsof arfest statutes, not the CrPC. The 24-hour limit was
signing, ifitappears tosuch officer that the g " itselfa late. add.mon
2 must be furnished.
commission of theoffence cannot be other- Th briefly taking

wise prevented”.

and arrest to prevent them. It did not bind
citizens to obey police directions, norlet po-

into custody is different from “preventive

of it is quite another”. In Arnesh Kumaiv.
Stateof Bihar(2014), the courttold policenot
to arrest automatically in offences punish-
able up to seven years. In Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018)
the court held that restrictions on protests
should be regulatory rather than eliminat-
ing the right to protest altogether.

‘Greatest headache’: Constituent Assembly on appointing Election Commission

chiefElection Commissioner,” he warned.

enough that Commissioners could act

Parliament hadn’t: in Anoop Baranwal v.

distance from the body that refe 1

of appointment therightin-

EXPERTEXPLAINS
INDU BHUSHAN
FORMER AS OFFICER AND ECONOMIST

Saxenasaid he wasn't accusing anyone
and even called Lhe sitting Prime Minister
Tucky dependenceand impar-

“fearlessly”, and then delivered a stark
warning: “Worked by people whose integ-

Union of India, it ruled that until Parlia-
ment acted, appomunents should be rec-

tiality he did. But that, he said, wasexactly
the problem with resting a constitutional
safeguard on the character of one man. “We
aremakinga Constitution forever, and not
only fortoday,” he said.

Saxena pmposed that appointing an
Election C should requirea

ON JUNE 15, 1949, a little- bered

two-thirds mznomy in Parliament: not to
make the Cs to Par-

member of the Constituent Assembly
named Shibban Lal Saxena rose to object
to a deceptively simple clause. The draft

liament, but to make it impossible for one
party to install its own nominee. The As-
sembly voted his proposal down. But the

rity! be depended upon, y
will be poisoned at the source.”
The eventual compromise

Even BR Ambedkar didn’t dismiss the
concern. He called it one of the Draftmg
c

of the Prime
Minister, the Leader ofthe Opposition, and
the Chief Justice of India (CJI), astructure
built to keep any one side from controlling
the outcome.

Pﬂrhamem did act. The Chief Election

and Other Election Com-

‘greatest hes”. Hecon-

sidered borrowing the American model,

ialap-

pointments, but worried it would import
its own political games.

‘The eventual compromise; the Consti-

tution would establish the Election Com-

Constitution said the President would ap-  warning stayed on the record. mission and shield the Chief Election Com-
pomtl.ndmsElecdonConmussmners Ina The next day H N Kunzru pushed missioner from easy removal, but leave

Saxena pointed further. i gover had been i tolegisl; h ual appoint-
that meant the government of the day  keptoutof electic it ment That became Article 324
would effectively be choosing the referee  they might be polmcally biased. Fair — a foundation with the front door delib-
for its own contests. enough, he said —but why assume the erately left unlocked.

“It is quite possible that some party in
power who wants to win the next election
may appoint a staunch party-man as the

Central Government would be any less ca-
pable of bias?

Kunzru wanted strong

For 74 years, Parliament never walked
through that door. No law was passed.
‘Then, in202 Court did what

missioners Act, 2023, replaced the CJIon
the selection panel with a Union Cabinet
Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

tions involving the government itself?
Simply put: In an election, the govern-
mentisone of the contestants. The Election
Commission is the referee. The question
was never whetherthe referee will actually
favouroneside. Actually mostofthetime,

centivesand the right perception —because
in institutions of this kind, the appearance
of independence often matters as much as
the fact of it. A referee no one fully trusts is,
for practical purposes, no referee atall.
Sevenw&ven yemsaﬁer](um.rus warn-

individual C will do their
jobs honestly. The question is whether a

machinery, the
argument has looped back to that exact

system that lets one hold dis-
proportionate sway overwhogetsto referee
should be designed.

Thisis precisely why Saxena refused to

Now, two of three seats on the
effectively answer to the same person.

The perception of impartiality
None of this proves an Election Com-

missioner appointed under the new law
willacti orthatthe C

has turned partisan. Butitdoes raisea legit-
imate constitutional question, and it’s al-
most exactly the one Saxena and Kunzru
asked in 1949: does this appointment
mechanism give the government enough

epaper.indianexpress.com -- .

letthe Constitution’ dependon
‘who happened to be Prime Minister at the
time. Hisargument wasstructural, not per-
sonal. It'sadesign principle, notacharacter
judgment, and it holds regardless of who
sits in which chair today. The system
should besuch that th ion of the ref-

source: e
machinery? The Constituent Assembly saw
the danger clearly, debated it seriously, and
then — perhaps wisely, perhaps not — left
the final answer to a Parliament that would
one day have to decide for itself.

Whether Parliament decided well isthe
debate we are having today, but what’s

ikingis how littlethe terms of that debate
have changed. Sometimes, the sharpest
y on the present isn’t written

eree should not only be impartial but also
appearto be so.

Thh controvexsy isn't really about any

or

by today’s columnists at all. It was spoken,
on the floor of the Constituent Assembly,
by those who could not have known exactly
how the future would test their words, only

integrity. It’s: abou[ wuether

New Delhi

that it would.
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MPC’S AUG 5, OCT 7 DECISIONS WERE BOTH UNANIMOUS

Dovishin Augustto
hawkish: How MPC
flippedin 2 months

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, October 7 « How CPI, growth forecasts have changed
IT WAS almost a foregone con-  INFLATIONFORECAST GROWTH FORECAST
clusionthatthe Reserve Bankof s o — e
India (R_BI) would increase the AUG.FORECAST (OCT.FORECAST AUG. FORECAST (OCT. FORECAST
policy reporateby 25basis points 8 0%
(bps) to 5.5% on Wednesday. J
‘Whatwas notaswidely expected 7
was that the Monetary Policy B
Committee (MPC) would also 470% 530% 6.40%
policystancemorere- 4 5

strictive — from ‘neutral’to‘cali- Q2FY27 Q3FYZ7 Q4FYZT QAFYZ8 Q2FY27 Q3FYZI QAFYZI QAFY28
brated tightening. 'SOURCE: R8I

This shift is important. As
Governor Sanjay Mathota said, pnces of 314 of the 358 items  jected at44% needs policy recali-
interest “offthe inAugust bration rei the hawkish-
tableinthe nearterm.” toJuly. InFebruary, thisnumber — ness,” said Puneet Pal, PGIM

AccordingtoMadhavi Arora, ~ was 236. Data for September  India Mutual Fund’s Head of
ChiefEconomistat EmkayGlobal  may show more of the same. Fixed Income. Pal expectsincre-
Financial Services, the change 5 ;. mentally75-100bpsofrate hikes
meansRBI has “clearlyprepared  Littlechangein data overthe next nine months.

marketsforahigher-for-] Iongerm—

When the MPC last met, it

But even back in August,

Repo rate hikes to continue,
SBI sees 50 bpsjump by Dec

Siddharth Upasani ‘stance’ more restrictive, chang-
New Delhi, October7 ing it to ‘calibrated tightening
from ‘neutral’, which means
THE RESERVE Bank of India’s  “ratecutsareoffthetablein the
Monetary Policy Committeeis  near term and policy action
widely expected tokeepi increas- ahead can only be arate hike or
ing interest rates in tt apause, i h it
months after kicking off the ving conditions and the out-
tightening cycleonWednesday,  look™. The central bank also

with Soumya Kanti Ghosh, State
Bank of India’s Group Chief
Economic Adviser, calling fora
50-basis-point hike eitherin the
December 2-4 meeting or even
before that.

“Given the steepeninginfla-
tion trajectory currently under-
way, we believe that the De-
cember policy cycle could
mostly deliver a jumbo 50 bps
rate hike depending on the glo-
bal conditions,” Ghoshsaid ina
report. “Given that global condi-
tions are likely to turn volatile
soon, the window of opportun-
ity of RBI rate hike in small in-
crements must be avoided.
A 6% repo rate by December
could be the best possible op-
tion.” According to SBI’s esti-
mates, headline retail inflation
may peak at 6.8% in November,
data for which will be released
aroundaweekafterthe MPCan-
nounces its next interest rate
decision.

Ratecuts ‘offthetable’
On Wednesday, the MPC

raised the repo rate for the first
time in over d-a-half

terestrate environment” had with it the ConsumerPrice  these forecasts were not
‘While some ecnnomlsls did Index (CPI) inflation data for  markedly different. Retail infla-
and continue to predictonlya  June, which had risent04.38%  tion was expected to average al-
shallowrate hike cycleof50bps ~ from 393%in May. most 5.6% in the three quarters
orso, marketshad already priced Meanwhile, Wholesale Price ~ starting October, while core in-
inalong-ish hiking cycleofat  Index (WPI)inflation had edged  flation was seen at 4.3% this fis-
least 100 bps. This was despite  upsimilarlyto9.87%from968%.  cal. Butitis only now that the
the MPC’s dovish- Sinet ,inflationdevelop-  MPC sees “some evxdence of
ness in August, when it said ments on| bo(h froms have not elevated mﬂanon
there were “little signs of gen-  been il il infla- of inflation”.
eralisation of price pressuresso  tion hasrisento4.82% in August, ‘What has materially changed
far” —an assessment thatleft wholesale pricesroseby992%.  isthe growth outlook and major
some inced. TheRBIi i@ ra i
Generalisation of inflation ~ a CPlinflation rate of4% inthe  ownpolicyrates.
means higher prices spreading ~ medium-terminaband 0f2-6%. But the central bank focuses
toother parts of the CPI basket. of course, theMPCmustbe on domestic inflation and
Astark example of thisgen-  forward-lc takeaview growth de . And
eralisation has been seen re-  onwhatitthinksinflationmight ~ signs have been apparent fora
cently:withcommercialcooking ~ beayearorsodownthelinebe-  while now that price pressures
gas getting expensive afterthe  cause interest rate changesim-  are spreading due to weak
start of the West Asiawar, res-  pactgrowthandinflationwitha  rains, the El Nino, and higher

taurants and cafes sharply
increased priceson their menu.

Consider the following: the
number of items in the CPI
basket i i

delay of 9-12 months. However,
the RBI's own projections have
notmoved dramatically.

“The Governor’s statement

was more
than 4% was 65 in January and
rose to 110 in August. Moreover,

ising that average infla-
tion of 5.8% over the next three
quarters with core inflation pro-

memory chip prices, among
other factors. The reasons be-
hind the MPC’s turn between
August and now may explain
what lies ahead.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Rural consumer confidence weakens
for six straight months: RBI survey

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, October7

RURAL CONSUMER senti-
ment in India has

years, with its 25-bps increase
taking the policy rate to 5.5%.
The committee also made its

RBI Gov says
UPlvolumes
toremain firm
despite MDR

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, October7

THE NATIONAL Payments
Corporation of India’s (NPCI's)
recent decision to introduce a
merchant discount rate (MDR)
onselect Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) transactions
marks a significant shift in the
economics of the country’s
digital payments ecosystem.
However, the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) Governor Sanjay

the net response worsened forfutureinflationthaninJuly. =~ Malhotra has sought to make

from -801t0-10.5, whilethein- The price-level responses one thing clear — the new

i from-87 inethisanxiety. Asmany = charge, ingto him, isun-

10-99, the survey shows. as 93.2% of respondents said | likely to dent the enormous
Tt meanthatthe priceshadis scale of UPL

steadily through 2026, with
households becoming increas-
ingly pessimistic about the
economy, jobsand theirownin-
comes, evenastheyconunueto

share of respondents who felt
conditions had worsened ex-
ceeded those who saw an im-
provement by an increasingly
large margin.

expect spending to rise. L, B
The Reserve BankofIndia's  11icomedata, inflation
( RBI) September 2026 Rural The income da(ais particu-
Survey larly
(R(LS) pom[sto awideninggap only 20.6%of mpondems sasd

between how rural and semi-
urban households view their
current circumstances and
what they hope will happen

their income had i

with a year earlier, up from
91.6%in July. For the nex\‘ year,

“As of now, we do not see
anydrop in UPI volumes, and I

5.9¢ pect pri
Netspending

improves, squeezeon
household confidence

Yet the survey does not
point to a collapse in house-
hold

compared with a year earlier,
while 30.5% said it had de-
creased. A year earlier, the cor-

overthe nextyear. responding figures were 24.5%
TheRBI's Currem Situation and 26.5%. The net response
Index(CSI), - hasc moved from

ceptions of the economy, em-
ployment, prices, income and
spending compared with ayear
ago, fell to 90.6 in September,
from 917 in July.
Thisisthesixth consecutive
decline from 100.5 in January,
and marks a fall from 1009 in
September2025. The deteriora-
tion isbroad-based. The net re-
sponse on the general econ-
omic situation declined from
-119 in July to-14.1 in Septem-
ber. On the employment front,

-2.1in September 2025 to -99
now. Inflation i major

he
net response improved to 79.6
inSeptember, from 774 in July.
Spendingon essential items re-
mained particularly strong,
with a net response of 84.2,
while the corresponding ﬁgure
for non- ial

don’t ly think thata
small fee will have a major im-
pacton the volumes,” he said.

Musk: Oligarchs
blocking Starlink
serviceinIndia

New Delhi: Elon Musk, in a
veiled attack on certain tele-

com operators, alleged that
“certain i " have

Tose to 39.3. Thedi: tbe-

source of pressure. Rural house-
holds’ median perception of
current inflation roseto 6.8%in
September, from 6.1% in July
and 5.9% in May. Their one-
year-ahead inflation expecta-
tion also climbed to 79%, from
74% in July and 6.8%in March.
The September reading is par-
ticularly striking because itis 70
basis points (bps) higher for cur-
rentinflation and 50 bps higher

tween weak present sentiment
and relatively strong expecta-
tions is captured by the Future
Expectations Index (FEI). Al-
though it eased to 112.8 from
113.6 in July, it remains Frmly
above 100, indicati:

blocked his company’s satel-
lite communication servicesin
India to maintain their mon-
opoly in the country,
“Unfortunately, we are being
blocked by certain oligarchs in
order to maintain their monop-
olistic onthe Indian

about the year ahead. However,
this too has declined substan-
tially from 129.3in January.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

INTEROPERABILITY FOR NON-BANK ACCOUNT AGGREGATORS
What RBI move means for asset statement

AkashMandal

Mumbai, October7
DEMATERIALISED Ac-
COUNTS have made it easy for

investors to track their invest-
mentsacross financial markets,
beitstocks, mutual funds, debt

or ies.

deposits. The RBI on Wednes-
day allowed “i

tor bankmg data, allowing
data

This has made investing quite

hassle-free for the common

man, eliminating the need to

track statements through dif-

ferent. apps ordepositories.
TheRB]

among NBFCAccountaggrega-  swiftly for faster loan disburse-
tors, enabling angregauon of ﬁ— ‘ments, or manage consent for
nancialinfor i other i ingto
account aggregmors fromone fetchyourdata.
account aggregator.” “Theaccount aggregatorsare
After the monetary policy  people with whom banks enter
GovernorSan- intoacontract for the
jay Malhotrasaid, “We are purpose of sharing in-
alsofacilitating SEBI regu- formation. You can get
lated depositories to in- ® onboarded as a bank
clude information related customer, consenting

to deposit accounts in
their id account

owallow
“inter- operabmty between fi-
nancial account

statement.”
Account

to provide your in-
formation. And on the basis of
your information, they will be
abl data."said VivekIyer,

could also get your bank hcld-
ings into the singular consoli-
dated statement, eliminating
theneedtot bank

banking financial companies
who store and move the user’s
bankingdatawithout havingthe

statements to keep a check on

They act as a secure bridge

Parterand National Leader for
Financial Services at Grant
Thornton Bharat.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

raised its inflation forecast for
the current fiscal to 5.2% from
5%, peakingat an average of 6%
in the October-December
quarter. The MPC also noted
that there is “some evidence of
elevated inflation expectations
and generalisation ofinflation”,
markingadeparture fromitsas-
sessment in August that lhere

ElNifio. But for now, we don't
see this as a deep rate hiking
cycle,”they said. “Implicit in this
is our belief that interest rate
hikesare not being prioritised to
shore up the INR. Instead, they
are being used for lowering in-
flation (whichinturn, may have
apositiveimpact on the INR).”
The rupee fell on Wednes-
day, closing at 96.78-per-dollar
after having fallen as low as
96.86— not far from itsall-time
low 0f 96.96. Respondingtoa
query on the exchange rate ata
press conference, Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said financial
marketscould be “irrational” in
the short term, with some indi-

Long-term cost of
homeownership
setto increase

* Household budget stram

ON ARs50 lakh home loanfor 20

years, a 25-basis-point increase

canmean roughly Rs 780 morein

monthly EMI and nearly Rs1.88
Khi

THERBI'Sreporateisthe price at
which banks borrow from the
central bank. When that rate
rises, borrowing costs across the

ingthe rupeewas

were “little signs of
tion of price pressures so far”.

25bps hikein Dec?

SBI's Ghosh is in the minor-
ity with his call to increase the
repo rate by 50 bps on De-
cember4 oreven before that. A
snap poll of 15 economists
showed the consensus view is
fortwo more rate hikes of 25 bps
each — amounting to a 50 bps
rise in the repo rate — over the
nextsixmonthsorso.

Economists widely expect
the MPCtoraisethereporate by
another 25 bps to 5.75% in De-
cember. Some, such as HSBC
economistsled by Pranjul Bhan-
dari, continue to predict only

ikeof25bps late:

undervalued.

Morethan2ratehikes?
A small number of econ-
omists also see the repo rate
being raised by another 75-100
bps. According to Suyash
Choudhary, Bandhan Mutual
Fund’sChiefInvestment Officer
of Fixed Income, the current
global macro environment is
“exceptionally hawkish” fora
country such as India that im-
ports energy, maintains a cur-
rent account deficit, and needs
its “fair share” of dollar inflows.
“In the present case higher
global real yields and broad-
basmg commodlry pressures
f free-

this year.

“Yes, thereisrisk of another,
especially if growth remains re-
silient despite a strengthening

dom for RBL Ourviewis of total
rate hikes of 100125 bps in-
cluding the one done today,”
Choudhary added.

*RBIJOINS INTEREST RATE HIKECLUB

® |tis notjust India. Major central
banks have tightened policy or
raised interest rates in response ta
rising prices amid supply shocks
and high crude oil prices.

Above Targetii

® Inflation in most economies has
crossed the central banks'
comfort zone, and has been
hovering above the pre-West Asia
war era.

® LatestCPlInflation @ Central Bank Target

® Average Pre West Asia Conflict (Nov 2025-Jan 2026)

7\ Developed Economies
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tend [s] outgo
George Mathew
Mumbai, October 7 Banksraise external

A25-BASIS-point reporate hike
may look insignificant on
paper. For a homebuyer, it is
anything butsmall.

OnaRs 50 lakh home loan
taken for 20 years, a 25-basis-
point increase can mean
roughly Rs 780 more in
monthly EMI and nearly Rs
1.88 lakh in additional interest
outgo over the life of the loan,
expertssay.

For a household already
struggling to make the down
paymentand qualify foraloan,
the RBI'sratedecisioncanturn
an affordable home into a big
liability.

Pain does not stop
with EMI

The RBI's repo rate is the
price at which banks borrow
from the central bank. When
that rate rises, borrowing costs
acrossthe financial system tend
to move up. Floating-rate
home-loan borrowers are par-
ticularly exposed because their
interest ratesarelinked, directly
or indirectly, to benchmark
rates — repo rate. The increase
can either push up the EMI or
force the borrower to stay in-

benchmarklinked
lendingrates

Mumbai:Several banks revised
their external benchmarked
linked lending rates (EBLR) by
25 basis points (bps) after the
Reserve Bank of India on Wed-
nesday hiked thereporate by 25
bps to 5.50%, the first hike in
nearly three-and-a half years.
These revised EBLR rates will
be in effect from October 8.
EBLR linked loans primarily
consist of retail loans, personal
loans and MSME loans. FE

increase the loan tenure rather
than allow the EMI to jump
sharply. That may soften the
immediate monthly shock, but
itishardlyafreelunch, Alonger
tenure means the borrower re-
mains in debt for more years
and can end up paying con-
siderably more interest. For
first-time homebuyers, the
problem is even more severe.
Loan eligibility is determined
partly by the borrower’sincome
and repayment capacity.
Higheri: mterestmtes reducethe
amount a h can bor-

debted for longer. A to
experts, banks may choose to

row for the same EMI.
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NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING PROCESS
FOR GROUND HANDLING SERVICES CONCESSION

AT NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Interested parties are invited to participate in the
competitive e-tendering process for Ground Handling
Services Concession at Navi Mumbali International Airport.
Interested parties are requested to visit the website
https://nmiairport. abcprocure.com/ and access the
Request for Qualification-cum-Request for Proposal
(RFQP) document(s). For further details & instructions,
please visit the E-Tender section of our website
https:/navimumbai.adaniairparts.com

people. You can guess who the
are... This is a crime against the
people of India!” Musk said on
X, on response to information

posted by DodgeDesigner. PTI

RFQP access shall be available from 8™ October 2028, till
IST5:00 pmon 20" October 2026,

NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LIMITED
Email:- nmial.tenders2@adani.com

Website: https./navimumbai.adaniairports.com

The Walk-in-Interview for engagement of Guest Faculty in various
departments will be held on 16.10.2026 at 09:00 AM in the
Administrative Block, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh
Details regarding departments, vacancies, reservation, eligibility,
prescribed application form, and general instructions are available on
the University website www.cuh.ac.in.

REGISTRAR
LA WATER AUTHORITY
y Treatment Plant at Muttathars - Design.

n\m 3 STP Mottahar, Thirwsananapursm
ST Last Date for submitting
ebsite 2 www kwa keralu.gov.in

Suprmending Engincer

P Hegdona Office
Thiras snantbapucan

-TENDER NOTICE
Re. No. -PA

1 of Best Quality of Teakwood of various sizes and

Thickness

KARNATAKA INDUSTRMI. AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

#2,211 and 23, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Mam Road, Gandhlnagav,
Bengaluru — 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383. Website: www.kiadb.in

"TND-EP-10/9

27 Date:07.10.2026

call).

DIPRICPIJA/3Y 2512235-27

Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the works mentioned below as
per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000
through electronic procurement from eligible Contractors holding valid Electrical
License issued from KCEI, Government of Karnataka who have got adequate
financial resources, suitable construction equipments, technical man power &
sufficient past experience for the following work:

Name of the work : Providing Electrical Infrastructure Facilities at Dharwad Node
Industrial Area, (Phase-ll Part), Dharwad Taluk & District (Package-2).

The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 22.10.2026 upto 04:00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement Portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

(2nd

Sd/-

Chief Engineer - 2

2 | Procurement of 0.6mm Balancing Laminated Sheet and 0.6mm
Flexible Laminated of vanous colours and different shades of
sizo 8'x 4", as per IS 204611995
3 | Procurement of CR Sheet Vanous Swzes and lhickness as per
1S513
REFER THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE FOR DOWNLOAD TENDER
DOCUMENTS AND OTHER INFORMATIONS | www.tntenders.gov.in
Additional Chief Secretary /
Chairman and Managing Director

DIPRI3031/Terder!2026

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Lid. JAl
No. 2026270248

R /200627
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Snuff it out

Sale of nicotine pouches should be banned

nalaudable move, the Centre recently instructed

State governments to crack the whip on the sale

of nicotine pouches. The initiative follows a
series of warnings, starting with the World Health
Organization’s May 2026 report. The health body
highlighted the rapid proliferation of these products
among youth, thanks to deceptive marketing.

S

Ithas urged governments to protect
gullible users from manipulative campaigns
as these products are engineered for
addiction. A joint study by the ICMR and
National Institute of Cancer Prevention and
Research cited nicotine pouches as a public
health concern, noting they reach consumers
aged 18-40 via e-commerce platforms, hookah
shops and gig delivery services. The Drugs
Technical Advisory Board has also urged the
government not to approve such nicotine
formulations. These pouches have so far
ducked strict regulatory action because they
do not conveniently fall under laws that
govern the sale of medicines, cigarettes or
food. In contrast, for example, nicotine gums
and transdermal patches used in the
treatment of nicotine addiction, are regulated
under the Drugs Act. The tobacco-free
pouches also bypass the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products Act, 2003 (COTPA), which
regulates only cigarettes and other tobacco
products. Further, the Prohibition of
Electronic Cigarettes Act prohibits only
vaping devices.

This regulatory grey area will hopefully be
resolved as the government has clarified that
the sale of nicotine pouches is unapproved
and illegal. Indeed, nicotine exposure during
adolescence impairs brain development,
attentiveness and learning, amplifying the
likelihood of long-term dependence. Research
has also shown that nicotine triggers
adrenaline surges and irregular heartbeats,
narrows blood vessels, causes endothelial
dysfunction, spurs platelet aggregation and is
amajor cause of atherosclerosis. Inarecent
impasse between the Adani Group’s Mumbai
airport duty-free operations and the
government over imported pouch brands —
such as Philip Morris’s Zyn and Sweden’s
White Fox — the defendants contended in
court that international departure area shops
operate ‘beyond the customs frontiers of
India’and outside domestic jurisdiction. Yet,
local law enforcement would retain
jurisdiction over a criminal offence in these
zones. Fiscal exemptions cannot be taken to
mean that regulatory immunity applies as
well.

Itis the responsibility of both the Centre
and State governments to swiftly bring toan
end nicotine pouch sales. Tobacco firms view
these pouches as a lucrative frontier beyond
cigarettes. Tobacco major BAT predicts
industry pouch revenue will reach $15 billion
by 2030, almost trebling from 2025.
Meanwhile, Philip Morris reported that its US
pouch business yielded eight times the gross
profit per thousand units of its international
cigarette business in 2024. With private
estimates valuing India pouch sales at about
$550 million, the government must step in to
snuff out this business.

RAVIKANTH

"All groceries come with a one-month guarantee
on quality and a one-day guarantee on pricing.” =

—

The deposit debate’s bl

ind spot

A NEW ORDER. The question should change from ‘are deposits growing fast?’ to ‘what kind of deposits are banks getting?’

SAUMITRA BHADURI
SHUBHAM ANAND

ndia’s banking debate has

increasingly narrowed toa single

number: the credit-to-deposit

(CD) ratio. But that number tells
onlya part of the story. CD ratio rose
from 68.6 per cent in September 2021 to
82.2 per cent in March 2026, and has
been read as evidence that banks have
lent too much while failing to mobilise
enough deposits.

‘The warning is simple: credit has run
ahead of savings, and banks may hita
funding constraint. But that diagnosis
does not fit the rest of the evidence. The
banking system is healthier than it has
been in years, with gross bad loans at 1.8
per cent, capital adequacyat 17.7 per
centand liquidity coverage well above
the regulatory floor.

The CD gap also looks less alarming in
rupees than in growth rates. For
instance, Rangarajan and Sambamurthy
(businessline, August 19) noted the
annual difference between creditand
deposit accretion has mostly been
modest, around ¥1-3 lakh crore in years
when credit exceeded deposits, barely
1-1.5 per cent of the deposit base.

And when large foreign currency
inflows recently swelled banking
liquidity, the RBI drained nearly 60 per
cent of the surplus within weeks, A
system truly running out of funding does
notusually coexist with liquidity
absorption on this scale.

SAVINGS IN DIFFERENT FORM

The issue, therefore, is not that India has
run out of savings. It is that banks are
receiving savings in a different form. The
old funding model relied on stable,
granular, low-cost household deposits.
The new one increasingly depends on
money that reaches banks indirectly, in
largerblocks, and with higher run-off

That raises the marginal cost of funds
and weakens the monetary transmission
even when headline deposits look
adequate. The RBI’s latest rate hike to
5.50 per cent only sharpens this point: in
atightening cycle, the question is not
whether deposits exist, but how quickly
their cost reprices.

QUALITY GAP

The simplest way to see the change is to
stopasking whether deposits are
growing and ask what kind of deposits
theyare. A household fixed deposit and a
mutual fund’s bank balance are both

Share of term deposits by size bucket
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deposits. But they are not the same
liability forabank. One is stickyand
predictable. The other is larger, more
mobile, and reprices faster when returns
change. In technical terms, the deposit
beta rises, and funding volatility rises
withit.

Chart 1 captures the shift. Deposits
above X1 crore rose from 37 per cent of
the total deposits in March 2020 to 44
per cent in March 2024. This does not
mean households stopped saving. It
means savings are returning to banks
increasingly through institutional
balance sheets.

The issue is whether a
bank-led credit system
can remain stable and
cheap when its funding
base shifts from sticky
household money towards
bulk, market-intermediated,
and sometimes

externally sourced deposits

This ownership shift is why the claim
that stock markets are “draining
deposits”is incomplete. At the system
level, money does not vanish. It changes
ownership. It moves into market
products and returns as bulk deposits,
which behave differently from retail
money. The friction is not the existence
of savings. Itis the stability and pricing
of bank liabilities.

This is the first break in the old model:
savings are becoming market-led, while
credit remains bank-led. The second
break comes through the government’s
borrowing programme. Government
borrowing does not create deposits
‘when bonds are issued. Deposits return
onlywhen the government spends
through salaries, transfers, subsidies, or
contractor payments.

Fiscal cash management is, therefore,
not justatreasury operation. Itisa
monetary variable. That would matter in
any banking system, but it matters more
today because the buyers of government
securities have changed.

Chart 2 shows the shift. Non-bank

Government of India (Gol) dated
securities. Whena bank buys
government securities in primary
issuance, it largely swaps one asset for
another. But when a mutual fund,
insurer, or pension fund funds the same
borrowing, it pays from a bank deposit,
and that deposit leaves the banking
system until the government spends the
proceeds.

What does this imply? If the state
borrows early and spends late, banks
compete for money that has temporarily
moved out of their balance sheets.
Paying more may help one bank win
deposits from another, but it cannot
create stable household deposits for the
system. The result is a higher funding
premium, not a larger funding base.

The same logic extends to the RBI
balance sheet. Slower deposit growth
can reflect weaker foreign asset
accretion, lower net RBI credit to
government and larger government cash
balances at the central bank, all of which
affect reserve money.

‘When the RBI runs a tighter, more
‘hawkish liquidity stance, surplus is
absorbed more aggressively; when it is
more dovish, liquidity s allowed to
persist. Either way, these are system
flows, not branch-level failures.

The external account completes the
story. Export receipts create deposits
when dollars are converted into rupees.
Import payments do the opposite. A
current account deficit, therefore,
pressures bank deposits as well as the
rupee. When foreign inflows surge,
deposit comfort can improve briefty,
sometimes helped by rate-sensitive
dynamics. The RBI may then sterilise
part of the surplus to maintain its
operating stance. Useful liquidity
management, yes. A domestic funding
base, no.

A STABLE OPTION?

The policy question should, therefore,
change from “are deposits growing fast
enough?” to “what kind of deposits are
‘banks getting?” Deposit mix, run-off
risk, maturity mismatch and reliance on
market funding matter more than the
headline CD ratio.

Put simply, the deposit debate is
asking the wrong question. Savings
exist. The issue iswhether a bank-led
credit system can remain stable and
cheap when its funding base shifts from
sticky household money toward bulk,
market-intermediated, and sometimes
externally sourced deposits. That is not
aproblem one ratio can diagnose. Itisa
transition the system must manage.

Economics;

institutions have overtaken c
banks as the largest holders of

, MSE, Chennai.
are personal

BRICS needs to address CBAM consequences

A common framework for carbon accounting and cap-and-trade norms can make a difference

—
Sangeeta Godbole

he BRICS climate agenda on
I unilateral trade and climate
measures must develop credible
cooperative alternatives in areas such as
carbon accounting, where the need is
urgent. Trade and climate policy are
deeply intertwined and directly affect
the industryin BRICS counmes Ona

measures” as unilateraland
discriminatory measures of concern. It
opposed protectionist measures that
deliberately disrupt global supplyand
production chains and distort
competition.

However, paragraph 110 brings in
fresh perspectives and agendas. The
Declaration welcomes
knowledge-sharing througha ‘high-level
dialogue on people-centric

closerlookat the climate
paragraphs, the 2026 Declaranon shows
substantial repetition of texts of BRICS

~based adaptation
approaches’,and a dialogue on aligning
carbon markets w1th adaptation goals.

Need global coop

for its reduction

Rio Summit Declaration 2025, al Moresi ly, p 110

the disappearance of some of the key ises traditional knowled, with later application to

elements of the previous year’s agenda, systelns indigenous and local pracuces, smaller operators. The EU’s Corporate

such as carbon accounting. local innovation and ility Due Diligence Directive,
The climate section, particularly experience, and welcomes the BRICS following its 2026 simplification, is

paragraphs 107-112, restates familiar
positions on the UNFCCC, Paris
Agreement, CBDR-RC, climate finance,
unilateral climate measures,
biodiversityand forests. Since BRICS
issues aleaders’ declaration every year,
repeating them at length risks lesser
focus on action points.

Unilateral climate-related trade
measures (para 108), however, could
have done with more emphasis. The
parallel para 88 of the 2025 Rio Summit
declaration explicitly identified
“deforestation regulation, due diligence
requirements, taxes and other

principles for advancing climate
resilience through people-centric and
community-based adaptation based on
traditional knowledge.

Several BRICS members possess deep
reservoirs of traditional knowledge and
living community pracnc&s Wl[h

scheduled to apply from July 2029, with
reporting requirements and remedial
action reaching deep into value chains.

SUBSTANTIAL DEMANDS
For BRICS and partner countries, these
1

raise these yet-to-be operationalised
measures in COP 31 toassess them from
aclimate perspective. Carbon
accounting, missing entirely from the
2026 Declaration, lies at the heart of the
emerging trade climate problem. The
2025 Rio Declaration encouraged
mutually recognised methodologies and
standards for assessing greenhouse gas
emissions, and welcomed the BRICS
principles for fair, inclusive and
transparent carbon accounting in
product and facility footprints.

Different jurisdictions are developing
different methodologies for
determining embodied emissions. The
result can be a fragmented carbon
accounting landscape, in which the same
product carries different carbon values
depending on the importing market. For
developing countries pursuing rapid
industrialisation, this is particularly
problematic.

Acommon methodology that can
mutually recognise and establish

will create ial
4 ds for e

adaptation becos
urgentand critical in the fight against
climate change, this approach connects
climate adaptation to knowledge and
practices that already exist within
developing societies. The EU’s
deforestation regulation is due to apply
from December 30 to large and medium

documentation, data, verification and
supply-chain due diligence if firms are to
retain access to the European market.
‘Their omission from the 2026
Declaration ignores precisely the trade
measures that are likely to become
increasingly consequential. BRICS must

in carbon pricing, while
respectmg the Paris Agreement pillars,
will create a strong tool for global
cooperation in emissions reduction
effort.

The writer is former IRS. She researchesand teaches
the intersection of trade and environment. Views are
personal
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RBP’s latest rate hike

This refers to the editorial The Hike
and After’ (Oct 8). Asa warior
against inflation, the RBI has hiked
the repo rate by 25 basis points and
changedits policy stance to
calibrated tightening Rising oll
prices, a supply-side concern,
continueto push inflation upward,
for whicharate hike alone cannot be
asufficient solution to tame
inflation. There can be a trade-off
between controlling inflation and
sustaining GDP growth. If inflation is
tobetamedand brought withina
tolerable range, some moderation in
GDP growth may have tobe

accepted, particularly when
monetary tighteningis used
aggressively to contain price
pressures. The rate hike will further
increase India’s 10-year bond yields,
thereby narrowing the yield spread
between Indian and US 10-year
bonds. The more the yield spread
narrows, the higher the chances of
foreigninvestors reducing their
exposure to Indian bonds. This will
also have aspiralling effect on the
Indian equity market as foreign
investors may shift their funds
towards US assets.

§ Lakshminarayanan

Cuddalore, TN

Mis-selling a burden
This is with reference to the article
“Tackling Mis-selling Malaise in

policy. The problemis partly rooted
intheincentive structure governing
insurance distribution, particularly

repeated rate increases could affect
household budgets, borrowing costs
and private investment. The Reserve

Insurance; (Oct8). The ionto
askinsurers to contribute 2 bps of
annual gross premium, inaddition to
the PEPF created by the IRDAI for
policyholder awareness and
education, isa practical one.
Mis-selling undermines the very
purpose of insurance. While
insurance is meant for the financial
protection and security of the
policyholder, mis-selling subverts the
process and becomes a long-term
burden on the policyholder, or often
leads to discontinuation of the

H Gthiet sales-linked
remuneration. Mis-selling by agents
or other intermediaries should be
penalised.

Kosaraju Chandramouli

Hyderabad

A -

proceed gradually,
guided by actualinflation trends,
rather than temporary shocks,
Better liquidity management can
also prevent excessive tightening of
credit conditions. The government
should address food supply

PP
This refers to ‘Modest Rate Hike
Cycle Commences' (Oct8). The RBI's
cautious rate hike is understandable
asinflation risks have resurfaced
amid weak monsoon conditions and
higher crude oil prices. However,

2
distribution systems and monitor
fuel prices. A coordinated approach
can contain inflation while
preserving economic growth,
Durga Arunkumar

Coonoor, TN
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UP’s mobile procurement

To be effective, this initiative needs to be tweaked

—
Sanjeev Kapoor
Kushankur Dey

heat procurement for

the Rabi Marketing

Season (RMS) 2026-27
has been concluded in Uttar
Pradesh, aleading
wheat-producing State that
accounts forabout 31 per cent of
the country’s total wheat output.
However, its wheat procurement
volume has significantly declined
after 2022-23, standing at 2-4 per
cent of the total marketed surplus
of wheat in the State. Asa
corrective measure, the State
government piloted mobile
procurement (MP) at minimum
support prices (MSP) in 2025-26.

The rationale for MP is
threefold. First, MSP-based wheat
procurement is extremely low
compared to the PDS
requirement. This isattributed to
the increased quantity under
various Central Government
welfare and poverty alleviation
schemes on the one hand, and a
sharp decline in procurement on
the other. To ensure food security
through the PDS, the deficit has to
be offset through inter-State
transfers of wheat, especially
from Punjab and Haryana, which
carry serious cost implications. As
analternative, the State initiated
MP for wheat.

Second, private parties’
procurement of wheat at higher
prices from the farm-gate affected
government agencies’ MSP-based
procurement at static or physical

WHEAT. Procurement mainly
driven by market prices

drinking water facilities, resting
places, and vehicle parking at the
static procurement centres.

Notwithstanding MP’s
potential toaddress the State’s
concerns about food security and
farmers’ welfare, market prices
drive the fortunes of the
incremental procurement
strategy.

If market prices remain above
the MSP, how can the State
increase wheat procurement
through MP in a highly

PRATIM RANJAN BOSE

he Indian High
Commissioner to

Bangladesh, Dinesh Trivedi,
offered a bitter pill to Dhaka

in his usual sugar-coated

manner. “Bangladesh military aircraft
came to India... Hasina ji was still the
Prime Minister ... We had hardly any
choice on that,” he replied to a routine
question about giving shelter to Sheikh
Hasina duringa conference.

Herreiterated that the “extradition”
request would undergo legal scrutiny.
This was as good as asking Dhaka to
prove the legality of its demand. The

ruling dispensation is unlikely to dare do

50, because that would open a Pandora’s
box over the retributive justice it has
pursued over the last two years.

There is nothing extraordinary about
Trivedi’s response. These are facts,
known toall. Extradition became a

non-issue after Hasina announced plans

toreturn to her country in December.
The Indian High Commissioner merely
used the opportunity to burst a major
propaganda narrative designed to
distract attention from real issues.

competitive market? How can the Beyond the typical Awami

commercial market operations in League-BNP binaryand a

MSP-based wheat p i takes-all attitude, which is the

be blended with food security? bedrock of Bangladeshi politics, this
First, an early-mover ad mall yet populous South Asian nation

atthe start of the wheat has slipped into an ideological battle

marketing season, along with a
calibrated policy framework for
handling and transportation
agencies, could help the State
procure more wheat.

Second, mobile procurement
should not replace static
procurement, but it should be
institutionalised to boost farmer
participation in MSP-based

procurement centres, Third, with
thei d

P ket wheat
prices, especially in 2024-25,
smallholder access to static
procurement centres and their
participation in procurement
operations have declined. This
was compounded by higher
transportation costs and the
hold-up problem of farmers’
produce at static centres.

PROCUREMENT FIGURES
The Department of Food and Civil
Supplies of the State reported
thatabout 2.28 lakh tonnes (It)
incremental procurement (22 per
cent of total procurement) was
contributed by MP, and 18 per
cent of the beneficiary farmers of
MSP procurement (1,43,895) sold
‘wheat at mobile procurement
centres (MPCs) for RMS 2025-26.
This yielded ¥8.32 crore to the
State government, including
market fee of ¥5.54 crore and
development cess of ¥2.77 crores
for RMS 2025-26. The revenues
collected through the market fee
and development cess have been
used to provide participating
farmers with services, such as

proc - Instead of
implementing mobile
procurement across the State, it
should be implemented in
selected districts where the
alternative market is weak, and
the marketable surplus of wheat is
higher. The State procurement
agencies need to map these
districts based on historical wheat
market price and quantity data.

Third, the State can frame
standard operating procedures
for MP, including mechanisms for
payment for transportation when
an empty transport vehicle travels
from the physical procurement
entrance to the MPC.

In sum, the government can
rope in active farmer producer
organisations to facilitate MP
operations at the farm-gate,
which can act as MPCs,
aggregating wheat from
member-farmers and selling it to
procurement agencies at their
ownlocations.

Kapoor and Dey are faculty members of the
Agribusiness Management area of IIM
Lucknow. Views expressedare personal.

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

October 9, 2006

SEBI plans separate entity for surveillance, investigation
Capital market regulator SEBI plans to create a separate outfit with
independent professionals for stock market surveillance and investigation, to
make these two key activities more effective. According to a SEBI official, the
ideais to rope in independent professionals such as practising chartered
accountants, lawyers and financial experts to do this job.

SSP units may get higher concession

The Centre is considering raising the concession rate for single super
phosphate (SSP) manufacturers in keeping with an Agriculture Ministry Task
Force recommendation to treat sulphur on a par with nitrogen, phospherous
and potash for bath price fixation and subsidy eligibility. SSP production has
fallen from almost 40 lakh tonnes (It) in 1997-98 ta 26.95 It in 2005-06.

following the 2024 transition.

Lines were drawn along the national
identities defined in 1971. Power tilted
to those opposed to that identity. Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman’s Bangladesh

Nationalist Party is a beneficiary, but the

reins remain firmly in the hands of the
Islamists, led by Jamaat-e-Islami.
Democracyis a long-lost debate in
Bangladesh. Probably, the country was
never prepared for it. If Hasina was
blamed for winning elections boycotted

think -bl -5

REUTERS

Will democracy ever
return to Bangladeshs

DIVIDED NATION. The reins of power are firmly in the hands of Islamists.
Hasina’s proposed return to Dhaka provides a glimmer of hope for the nationalists

least 10 Awami office-bearers, “most of
whom were not charged with any
crime,” have died in prison during
Tarique Rahman’s BNP rule.
Ostracising the Awami League is the
smaller part of the story. For those who
believe in the founding ideals of the
nation, Bangladesh is being reduced to
Stalin’s Russia. Doctors, professors,
businessmen and journalists are either

by the Opposition and uring
outcomes, the BNP rose to power inan
even less democratic situation, where
the Opposition did not even have the
right to speak, let alone enjoy political

freedom. Even that election was not free
from allegations of rigging, as claimed by

Jatiya Party chief GM Quader.

AWAMI LEAGUE OSTRACISED

The Awami League was equated witha
terrorist organisation and banned. The
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
issued death sentences against Hasina
and her colleagues in several cases.
According to Prof Brahma Chellaney,
the trial was so farcical that “calling the
tribunal a kangaroo court would be an
insult to kangaroos.”

Anywhere between 100 and 150
former MPs and 30-odd ministers are
jailed. Arrests continue under Tarique’s
rule. That is apart from tens of
thousands of party activists imprisoned

without trial. Prison deaths are rampant.

According to Human Rights Watch, at

d, rotting in jail or
silence out of fear. From fake murder
charges toallegations of corruption,

undercurrent of anti-Hindu, and
therefore anti-India, sentiments in
Bangladesh. This originated from the
‘Two-Nation theoryand the
religion-based Partition. The
sentiments were evident even in 1971
and will remain so in the foreseeable
future. We cannot do much about it.
The rest goes up and down, depending
on political expediency and national
frustration. A nation that is yet to
convince everyone of its nationhood
finds scapegoats. Delhi’s poor political

every possible instrument i p
against them. Their voices remain
unrepresented in the heavily censored
Bangladeshi media and public discourse.
The interim administration of Dr
Muhammad Yunus put this model in
force. Tarique Rahman is following it to
the letter, creating a false image that
Bangladesh is against Hasina and India.
There had always beenan

‘Whether you call it
security interests,
geopolitics or
people-to-people
relations, backing Hasina
on her return journey to
Dhaka will be a great
opportunity for India

gives scope. Islamists

make maximum use of it. But the Awami
League is no saint either. Hasina blamed
India for her 2001 loss as late as in 2017.

But right at this moment, when the
nation is as divided as it was before 1971,
one half of the population is restingits
case on Hasina and India. Theyare
nationalists who trust the independence
achieved under the leadership of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and want to reclaim their nation.

The Awami League as a political party
hasless to do here. The command
structure of the party is broken. Top
leadership, excluding Hasina, is
discredited. It's all about people —
including the grassroots activists of the
Awami League and people at large —and
Hasina. Sheis their last hope and, since
Delhi gave her refuge, they trust India.

Unbelievable but true. Thereisa
Bangladesh that is not visible, and its

peopleare fuming. The common Awami
supporters have regrouped. This author
interacted with a couple of such groups.
They did not hold any position in the
party and did not benefit from its long
stay in power. Many suffered jail terms
over the last two years, but they are
undeterred.

TO GET TURBULENT AGAIN
Bangladesh s all set to get turbulent
again, with or without India. Itis up to
Delhi to make the best use of the
opportunity. The Narendra Modi
government failed to protect
Bangladeshi Hindus. Chinmay Das is in
jail for two years, merely for demanding
political rights for minorities.

Tarique Rahman’s BNP is playing cat
and mouse with India. The power that
Delhi had over Bangladesh has
substantially eroded in the last six
months by its policy surrender to Dhaka.
Hasina is the greatest asset to the
country for leaving a lasting impression
onasizeable population.

Whether you call it security interests,
geopolitics or people-to-people
relations, backing Hasina on her return.
journey to Dhaka will be a great
opportunity. The grassroots Awami
activists and people at large will take
care of the rest. Like a cornered cat, they
are living the dream to take revenge.

Thewriter isan independent journalist

Al defence shares most at risk as US midterms near

Matthew Griffin
Felice Maranz

rtificial intelligence regulation,
A along with government

spending on healthcare and
defence, are emerging as equity
investors’ chief points of focus as the
final month of the US midterm
campaign kicks into high gear. Polls
show the Democratic partyasa he

favourite to win control of the House of

Representatives, withan edge in key

Senate races as well. Taking at least one

chamber of Congress would give the
party control of committees that can
propose legislation and open

with voters worried about potential
risks along with job losses and higher
electricity prices. Some Wall Street
strategists are positioning fora push
from Democrats for tighter regulation,
which could fuel selling pressure. “The
midtermswill be critical not for the
immediate risk of federal policy
restricting data centers, but to lay the
groundwork for potential legislation
toward thatend in 2029,” Ariana
Salvatore, head of US public policy
researchat Morgan Stanley, said ina
note.

History suggests that whatever
happens, the midterm elections are
unlikely to knock the stock market off

Al REGULATION. Concerns
about the tech cross party lines

likely be more nuanced and favour
stock picking”, JPMorgan Chase & Co
strategists led by Dubravko
Lakos-Bujas wrote ina note. Over the
Tnext two years, Trump is likely to veto
any legislation that’s too unfavourable
to the technology industry. That may
limit risk to fundamentals for
chipmaker Nvidia Corp, the Al rally’s
poster child, and megacap peerssuchas
Alphabet Inc, Meta Platforms Inc and

powers can keep D incheck,a
recipe for government gridlock that
might create stability for investors. The
Cboe Volatility Index signals little
election-related turmoil, making it
cheap to bet on price swings picking up.

Data centre real estate investment
trusts and neocloud companies are
negatively exposed to potential
legislative proposals to levya taxon
computing power. Off-the-grid power

. R investigations. its course. The S&P 500 Index has risen Compared with the 2024 providers such as Bloom Energy Corp,

Maharashtra Govt puts oil exploration plans on hold in the 12 months after every midterm presidential election, “the equity GE Vernova Incand Cummins Inc may
The Maharashtra Government has put on hold its plan to enter the oil and gas POTENTIAL RISKS AHEAD election since 1946, accordingtoWells  impact for the upcoming midterms getaboost from more restrictive
exploration activities. According to State Government sources, some Concerns about Al cross party lines, Fargo. President Donald Tramp’s veto across election ioswill  policies, th lysts said. s.oomesss
departments have opposed the plan on grounds of financial risk involved with
the venture.
@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2753

EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. The fipple-flute (8) 1.To allowance out (6) 1. A sort of judge issuing flute-like notes (8) 1. Number one sailor turning up to portion

4. Domestic animals; favourites (4) 2. A box; thorax (5) 4. Take a pace back, like Mutt and Moggy (4) things out (6)

3. Girl's name (5)
5. A trade stoppage (7)
6. Ringed planet (6)
7.Sate of being father or

8. What to do to the line in order to conform (3)
9. River mouth has a letter for a Greek (5)
10. On the other hand, almost strike one with your head (3)

2. A coffer may be expanded with inspiration (5)
3.In Paris she goes north to find a girl (5)

5. Turning amber, proceed, only to find there’s a
stoppage (7)

8. A‘little piggy’ (3)
9.Greek'D’ (5)
10. Except that (3)

11. Bunting (the bird) (7) 11, Alternatively, tonal variation may be given toa bird (7)

12 Amistake (5) mother (10) 12.One of those mistakes that gave rise to comedy (5) 6. He has his rings, Heaven knows! (6)

13. Cause for anger (11) 9. Bringing to one’s 13.Is in favour of one’s calling giving grounds for quarrel (11) 7. Father has torn his cowl, showing the state he's in (10)
17. Player of the pibroch (5) door (10) 17. A musician may be the one to decorate the cake (5) 9.1s engaged in a round occupation perhaps (10)

18. Initiated as into hunting (7) 14.To put back; to 18. Hot and so passionate, being marked for the hunt (7) 14. Salesman is given material to put back (7)

20. Collection of table-talk, gossip (3) substitute (7) 20. One could ban such collected sayings as being fruity (3) 15. Right sort of pains suffered in a muscular wrench (6)

21. Unclothed (5)

22. Afalsehood (3)

23. Those voting against (4)

24, Glamorous high standing (8)

15. Towrench (ankle, etc) (6)
16. Stick to (6)

18. Bread maker (5)

19. Indian capital (5)

21.1s unsuited to appearing like this (5)

22.Itisn't true that Weill put it back in (3)

23. Those opposing motion will, we are told, be inquisitive (4)
24. Gets pier built with a certain cachet (8)

16. Had to be changed, before it would stick (6)

18. Tradesman who followed the butcher before the
candlestick maker (5)

19.1 held out for capital in the subcontinent (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2752

ACROSS 1. Cartwheel 5. Gas 7. Park 8, Fearsome 10. Bandages 11. Belt 13, Enfold 15, Tinsel 18. Bath 19, Darkroom 22. Ironical 23, Wire 24. Dis 25, Cheerless
DOWN 1. Capable 2. Rerun 3. Exeter 4. Lark 5. Grovels 6. Sweat 9. Dally 12. Dicky 14. Fatuous 16. Limpets 17. Savage 18. Blind 20. Olive 21. Disc
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The spectre of drought

Besides relief, public works interventions
should enhance water security

S INDIAN AGRICULTURE substantially depends on rain-fed sys-
tems, the spectre of drought s ever present due to fluctuations in
precipitation. This year there was an El Nifio-driven deficiency of
12.6% insouthwest monsoonrainfall—comparableto 2014and
2015—with many states registering a shortfall of more than 20% which is
the threshold for drought. Thanks to a landmark Supreme Court ruling in
2016,arevised manual for drought management has been released by the
governmentwhichshould help in timelydeclaration of drought conditions.
OnlyKarnataka, ra,and Andhra Pradesh have so farindicated they
hit.Duetoa 53.4% rainfall deficit from June toAugust, theAndhra
government declared that 21 of the state’s 28 districtshave beenaffected.In
Maharashtra,afterthe chief ministervisited affected areas, 74% of the area
of the statewas declared as drought-hit.

Not solong ago, widespread drought conditions would occasion serious
concernat the highest levels of the governmentas theyentailedamajor polit-
icaland economiccrisis.Notanymore. Thedroughtyears of 2014 and 2015,
forinstance, were associated with a contraction in kharif food grain output
but economic growth was 7.2 and 8%. Although the economy is far from
being drought-proofed, there has been progress in building irrigation facil-
itiesandadoption of advanced technologies, including the growing use of cli-
mate-resistant seedswhich area priority foragri-R&D.Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhanappears confident of handling drought conditionsas
districtshave beenidentified thatarevulnerabletodeficiencyinrainfalland
contingency plans have been drawn up. Chouhan plans tovisit the affected
states and will have consultations on how cropping patterns can be shifted
taking wateravailability into account.

Despite these progressive changes, however, the fortunes of agriculture
still depend on its trystwith the southwest monsoonas 55 to 60%ofits con-
tribution to the economy emanates from rain-fed crop lands. A substantial
rainfall deficiency that created widespread drought conditions call fora
strong policyresponse that enhance thewatersecurity of theaffected states.
The biggest policy challenge in this regard is to nudge shifts to less water-
intensive crops in Karnataka and Maharashtra, which has ordered a 10%
water cut to prioritise drinking water needs as reservoir levels are severely
depleted. With around 4% of the cropped area, sugarcane takes up 65% of
theirrigationwaterin Maharashtra. In Karnataka, riceand sugarcane take up
70% of irrigation water. Considering the power of the sugar lobby, can
Chouhan persuade these states to grow lesswater-intensive crops?

While providing relief is the priority, the ruling dispensation must also
use its flagship employment guarantee scheme, Viksit Bharat—Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) to good effect in
drought-affected states.Whilenoeligible rural workerneeds toremainwith-
outwork even fora single day, this scheme should also ensure that the bulk
of theworkisin permissible projects that enhance water security. These inc-
lude check dams, gully plugs, underground dykes, rect hafts, injection
wells, rejuvenation of riverand otherwaterbodies, reclamation of water-log-
gedland,and renovation of field water distribution channels.Around 15.64
million rural households sought work in September,which was higheryear-
on-yearby 34%.TheVB-GRAM G's truetest isinalleviating distress by provi-
dingwork to these growing numbers as drought stalks the countryside.

It's a depressing time to
care about free markets

FREE-] MARKET—ORI ENTED ECONOMISTS PROBABLY live in a state of perpetual

despair boththeleftand right

kets Polls suggest wi d support for inter policies that economists
forcausingn harm than good.

We can blame ignorance, either of the population or of economists naive to peo-
ple’s changing needs andchallenges ButIsuspectwhat’sbehind the support for pop-
ulism is the same thing that is behind every financial blow-up—the desire to believe
we can have both low, or no, riskand upside, too.

The idea is seductive. It's also the hollow promise unpinning almost every finan-
cialscam orill-considered financial innovation that’sended in calamity. It neverworks
out,as welearned from the savings and loan crisis in the 1980s, the blowup of Long-
Term Capital in 1998, the of backed securities
and the Bernie Madoff scandal in 2008, and who knows what next.

The fundamental law of finance is that higher returns only come with the risk of
loss.Icallthe perslsmnt denial of this fact the risk delusion,and e'ven the best: mmds
fallforitti hould not bea surprise that
when it comes to policy, too, particularly at a time when inflation has stretched bud-
gets forsomewhile others fear ncwtechnology may leave them unemployable.

Amajorityof, i i h childcare, prescr-
iptiondrugs,and credit card interest cosls toarecent Wall
vey.Other polls have found measu:es tocap! renti increases are populaxonboth sldes
ofthe political divide. Tt thelonghistory
of price control pmducmg shortages and even higher prices once the ceiling is lifted.
Yet, theyare asthe negativ es aren’t apparent at the outset.

Inflation, forexample, isa bigrisk to consumers; it leaves people uncertainabout
howmuch thelrmcomew:ll buyeverytimetheygotothegrocerystore.Pri

HO IS RESPONSI-
BLE for your hold-
ings if your stock-

broker goes rogue?
The Supreme
Court,initsrecentj in Edelwei

Custodial Services Limited v. NSE Clearing
Ltd, explores the answer. The case con-
cerned Anugrah Stock & onkmg, which
operat y
pamc:pam (DP). It offered derivatives
advisory services (DAS) in the nature of
portfolio management services, albeit
without the requisite registration. Under
such services, Anug,rah accepted clients’
securities under

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ CLEARING SALE
SC JUDGMENT IS NOT A PERMANENT EXEMPTION FROM RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLEARING MEMBERS

When stockbroker goes rogue

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

subscribed to Anugrah’s Ponzi-like DAS
scheme.! Sebllaterprocceded againstAn
grahand

ob]xged and equipped to verify the debn
:;nd

The investors, howevar, eage.r to recover
their filed

fixed returns. Its roleas DP facilitated the
movement of securities from its clients’
demataccounts,which were then used as
collateral for trades on its own account in
the futures and options (F&O) segment.
However, after suffering huge losses, it
soon found itself in murky waters and
couldnolonger meetitssettlement oblig-
ationswith the clearing members (CMs).

To digress, CMs are intermediaries
responsible for clearing and settling
trades. In the F&O segment, traders can
take positions worth more than the
amount deposited upfront. These posi-
tions are backed by margins, which may
be provided as securities. The collateral
travels from the client to the stockbroker,
thento the CM,and, ultimately, the clear-
ing corporation.

The responsibility at each stage is,
however,dl&emntA clientis respanslblc

itsowntrade:
The stockbroker is responsible for the
aggregate obligations of itself and its
clientstowards the clearing member. The
clearing member, in turn,mustsatisfy the
settlement obligations owed to the clear-
ingcorporation.

In the same way, when Anugrah was
unable to satisfy its settlement obliga-
tions, its professional clearing member
(PCM), Edelweiss, liquidated securities
wortharound ¥460 crore. Theseincluded
securities belonging to clients who had

the PCMs forliquidat-

ing their securities.
Subsequently, the NSE Clearing Lim-
ited (NCL), (wrongfully) found the PCMs

clients before liquidating the
collateral.Second,whetherthe NCLs com-
mittee could order restitution. Third,
whether investors could claim against a
PCM for the default of theirstockbroker.
Onthefirstissue, the court noted that
a PCM'’s client was the trading member,

liable for liquidating the not: ns mdmdual investors.
shares.Itimposed a penalty
and directed restitution = bility: forensunng Lhat one
within 15 days. By the time Sebi's July 2021 investor’s securities were
restitution was ordered, the framework on not used foranotherinves-
:ecuriti;;;noad aperecrital.tled segregation and ;t:jr Ims‘t‘ed with Anlugrah,
0 over crore. Further, P elweiss was only req-
in case of non-compliance, monliil:onng. of uired to ensure that Anu-
collateral eq tothe grah’s collateral was not
securities’value on the six- introduced daily ~ used tomeetanothertrad-
teenthday,togetherwithan ient- member’s obligations.
additind:yai ngjj\‘ﬂas to be iltlent |e'::[ mgFurther, the PCgaMs had
blocked. A plain reading of reporungancigave: visibility of the individ-

the Securities Contracts

clearing members

ual investors’ debit and

® BUSINESS OF TRUST

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Business has to be trusted. Taxpayers

have to be trusted. And businesses
among themselves, with trust, if they do it,
we shouldn't be too intrusive

argument may sound, restitution and
expulsion do entirely different things.
Expulsion removes a member from the
market. itybear
another’s financial loss.

The court held that neither the SCRA
nor NSE Clearing’s bye-laws empowered
its committee to direct restitution. SAT
could notfill thisgap throughits ruleseit-
her.Itspowerto. mgulate procedure could
notc hichthe
original authority had no power to grant.
‘The failure to specify restitution in the
show-cause notice wasalsosignificant, th-
oughitbecameinconsequential once the
court found the poweritself did not exist.

Third, the court rejected theinvestors’
claims against the PCMs for Anugrah’s
default. It was rather unsympathetic
towards the investors, noting that they
had willingly participated in an illegal
assured-returnarrangement inthe highly
speculative F&O segment. The court left
them free to pursue their stockbrokers,
although recovery from a defunct broker
may be easier ordered than achieved.

However, thejudgment comeswithan
important date stamp. Sebi’s July 2021
framework on segregation and monitor-
ing of collateral introduced daily client-
level reporting and gave clearing mem-
bersvisibility of client positions. Thecaurt
imposes obligations on PCMs even
though they have no direct contractwith
investors.Thej ist

(Regulation) Act (SCRA), visibility of client credit positions. Although

1956, §nd NCL by_e»laws positions the clearing agreement

makes it clear that it does allowed PC! kinfor-
— —

not possess any power to
order restitution. The NCL
can onlylevy penalties,and in certain cir-

mation from Anugrah, it
unposed no duty to verify

permanent exemption from responsLbJJ-
Jty for CMs Itonlydecides theurespom1~

eachinvestor'saccountt

orderexpulsion of the CM.

However, the Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT), one might say with its
overreaching hand, blessed the NCL's
decision.SATwas satisfied that, if not the
NCL,itsown rulesallowed it to suomotu
direct restitution of the liquidated
shares.Thatis how the case found itsway
to theapex court.

The court founditselfanswering three
questions. First, whether a PCM was

Therefore,whe hdefaulted, Edel-
weiss could enforce the collateral fur-
nished by Anugrah without first looking
through Anugrah and reconstructing
each investor’s position.

bilityundert

So,who is responsible when a stock-
broker goes rogue? In this case, not the
PCMs. Under the post-2021 framework,
theanswer maywell bedifferentand pos-
sibly unfair on the PCMs who now have

d,and rather
ing pan of thejudgment, concerns restit-
ution.The NCLsought tojustifyitsdirect-
ionon the basis that the greater power to
expela CM must include thelesser power
to order restitution. Attractive as that

without any vision. For the
Anugrah investors, the court’s decision
maybeadeadend.

Co-authored with Yash Vardhan,
Associate, Finsec Law Advisors

Keeping ‘Reform Express’ on track

SAMEER GUPTA
BIPIN SAPRA

Respectively National Tax Leader and
indirect Tax Policy Leader, EY India

The GST council’s decisions on input tax credit and
export service relaxations, and emphasis on procedural
simplification and decriminalisation are welcome steps

THE GOODS AND Services Tax (GST)

framework fur mverted duty structures

Council deser fordeliver-

ing yet another comprehensive suite of

reforms that addresses some of the long-
di ed by Indian busi

and ma-
|or structural correction. It has the poten-
tial to unlock substantial working capital
formanufac and capital-

relief to sectors such as clinical trials aud
R&D services, better align tax provi

improve
rengthen India’s

higher i

with commercial realitiesand sm:ngthen
India’s pcsmon asapreferred destination

nesses.Building on thelandmark GSTrate
rationalisation exercise of 2025, the coun-
cil has now turned its attention towards
unlocking liquidity, reducing litigation,
simplifying compliance,and improving
competitiveness.

The recommendations of the 57th
GST Council meeting are a powerful ref-
lectionof Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of India’s economictransformation
through the“Reform Express"—ajourney
driven by continuous, responsive,and for-
ward-lookingreforms. They demonstrate
lhat GSTis no longer merelya tax reform

in2017.Insteadith I

seem Even Paul the Nobel d faﬂwrnf mnd-
ern ics, thought th idea. Tt b
inthiscase,a paucity of goodsavailabl, youneed them.You knowthe| price
at the market, but you don’t know if you will find empty grocery shelves or,with rent
controls,asufficient supply of apartments.

Populism is also at odds with economic reasoning
whenitc Awealthtaxon po-
pular hasal d from

ome ieveit’s possibl
thelawof risk and reward.A big part of the appeal is the
beinobaisdwithit oo

y ernment
benefits, such as healthcare in California.
Most economists, however, hatewealth taxes beca

use isharder!
ALLISON than income. Any tax on it, therefore, is easy to evade.
SCH RAGER Wealth taxation also has a greater meact on people 's
and, on
Bloomberg Mostwealthypeople invest thm.rmoneymthmown
firms or the market. A tax incentivises them to move
moneyoutofproductive di h dpot-
ntiallylessp e.A2. taxi: qt ofa50% capital gains tax
ifyouassumea 5% .Reducing the risk-taki I
risk is taken, translating into fewer companies and |obs created,and slower growth.
ists prefer 11-d edinc
i noriskandahighretur plai wehaverunup h
debt to expand benefits,and why politi keep dangling more, including $5,000
checks to voters, an all for stay-at-hy th further tax cuts.No one
mentions the downside nskof higherinterest rates orapamful ﬁnanclal reckoning,
Thebipartisan interesti privatecor ind-

ustrial policy comes from thesame playboukThese are datk days for those of uswho
dedicated our lives to both learning how the economyworks and educat.mg people
aboutit. i high returnleads, :nhncf
and,atworst,toabad resultyoudidn’t

ent, that we are now smart enough to have a well-designed policy or financial algo~
rithm that can outsmart risk. Alas, it is never true.

that
tobe reﬁned inline wnh economic reali-

intensive industries. ]‘3y converting accu-
mulated tax credits into deployable busi-
ness capital, the refou:n cansupport fresh

technol-

tiveness, boost investor couﬁdence, and
contribute to sustained GST revenue

forhigh vm. exports. growthforboththe: CenLreand thestates.
d the outcome,
council deserves equal recognition forits however, s the within

emphasis on procedural simplification.

ogy adoption, and job creation. Impor-
tantly, it provides industry with a mean-
ingful growth stimulus by unlocking its
own blocked capital, without requiring
additional fiscal outlay
from the government.
Equally noteworthy is
the rationalisation of the
blocked credit provisions

-1
The reforms have
the potential to

ties, and
industry expectations. In many ways,
these reforms signal the emergence of
GST3.0—aphasefocused on making GST
acatalyst for investment, ease of doing

drefund p ing, technol-
ogy-enabledvalidations,and streamlined
compliance processes are expected to
improve working-capital cycles, particu-
larly for exporters and MSMESs. Simplifi-
cation of registration proce-
dures, especially for sellers
operating through e-com-
merce platforms, will fur-

industryin the GST Council’s willingness
and ability to resolve complex issues
through continuous engagement and
reform.Successive council meetings have
addressed several long-standing con-
cerns, strengthening industry‘s faithin
the reform process and raising expecta-
txons for the next phase of GST. Lndusuy
now looks forward tott:

on this momentum through measures

ther support for

suchasfurthercredit ion,cen-

under Section 17(5). By unlock working and ease of doing business.  tralised hatmon:
allowingITConabroader  capital, reduce the =~ WithGSTN,e-invoicing,and isation of audit and mvesugatmn prac-
range of genuine business P ost of doing e-way bills creatingone of tices,! funherdecnmmahsauonafthe]aw
expenditures, including the world's largest digital ion of sector-specific

tele- improve li the  and loflegac i con-
communication towers, tax certainty,and  GST frameworkisincreas- tinue to create uncertainty and increase
pipelines,and certaincate-  minimise litigation ~ ingly positioned to transi- the cost of compliance.
gories of business assets, tion from -led The 57th GST Council meeting rein-
Lhe council hasaddressed a administration to data-dri- forces a simple but powerful message:

business,and. wth, ingindu: uyLuuLuuﬂlat(aXES
Amongtha mostsi pald onlegiti
I's decision toad thelong-  notbecomean ost.Reducing

standmg issue of accumulated input tax

tax cascading will improve efficiency,

ven, trust-based governance. The contin-

India’s “Reform Express” contmues to

ued move towards decrimi ion of
GST law is another welcome step. The

AsGST
decade, the objective is no longer nmrely
but

omission of specified arrest p

credit(ITC).Followingraterationalisation, ~ lower costs,and enhance the competi-  and rati of provi- implify, and improve it. This
several sectors, including FMCG, food, tiveness of Indian goods and services. sions reflecta more ba[anced and trust— unwavermg commitment to reform,
pharmaceuticals and tc‘(ti]es, have wit- Another landmark reform relates to based ta: in- and taxpayer facilitation
dabi d the exportofser ices.India’s services: sec- guxsh genuine cumphance lapses ﬁom wﬂl not only reinforce GST’s position as
to mvened du(ysLmCtures Thxsaccumu— tor remains a key driver of tax evasion one of India’s most significant economic
tici inrelation  growth, yet many businesses have faced  ing taxpayer confidence. transformations,butal ittoplay
to input services and capital goods, since trictive place-of-sup- Taken togetk refor anil i
dsunderthei d ucture ply provisi dstringent exportcondi- fmmtheSthSTCouncdmcctmghave try’s journey towards becommgadevelv
hi restricted i rib- tions.The prop i the potential to unlock substantial work- oped economy by 2047.
utable toinput goods. i tion:

The proposal to bring input services
and capital goods within the refund

ing capital, reduce the cost of doing busi-
. 2 2

between Indian and overseas establish

ments of the same entity and providing

HE EDITOR

Pre-emptive effort

Apropos of “Reality bites" (FE, Octob-
er 8), the RBI's decision should be vie-
wed less as a move against growth
and more as a pre-emptive effort to
protect its foundations. With econo-

mic activity remaining resilient, it has
some room to raise rates without cau-
sing a sharp slowdown, while its big-
ger concern is that persistent food,
energy, and imported inflation could
getentrenched and eventually hurt
consumption, investment, and busin-

Ijﬁgatic;l.Theirimpactislikelyto support

ess confidence. A higher repo rate can
moderate excessive credit growth,
support the rupee by making Indian
financial assets more attractive, and
contain inflation expectations: In that
sense, the RBI is trying to act before
inflation becomes a larger economic

With inputs from Swati Saraf,
Director-Tax, EY India

problem—accepting a measured cost
in borrowing conditions to preserve
price and currency stability and sustai-
nable growth over the medium term.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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Seamless connectivity

Integrated transport planning will bolster mobility

‘The Union Cabinet’s approval for the formation of the Integrated Transport & Logis-
tics Authority (ITLA) is a welcome recognition that India’s transport infrastructure
cannot be planned effectively in departmental silos. Roads, railways, ports, avi-
ation, inland waterways and urban transport are economically interdependent. Yet
investment decisions are still largely taken within individual ministries and
agencies, often without adequately considering their implications for the wider
transport network. ITLA is intended to address this gap. It will prepare a National
Transport Master Plan with a horizon of more than 10 years, assess sectoral and
annual plans of transport ministries, technically appraise central infrastructure
projects costing T500 crore or more, monitor theirimplementation, and undertake
post-| pro;ect impact assessment. It will also create a National Transport Data

y, drawing on so 'h as goods and services tax eway bills, FASTag,
‘Vahan and other mobility data. The rationale is sound. It is not the objective of the
transport policy to maximise investment in individual modes but to minimise the
cost and time involved in moving people and goods. A new highway may be valu-
able, but its economic payoff could depend on the availability of a rail connection,
an efficient port, or a logistics hub. Integrated planning can, therefore, improve
capital allocation, reduce duplication, and lower logistics costs.

India has often created institutions for coordination without giving them suffi-
cient authority to di . The Unified Metropolitan Transport Authorities
(UMTAS), proposed in several cities, have often remained largely advisory because
the agencies controlling transport infrastructure, operations and finances continue
tofunctioni . New Delhi’ detfort toestablishaUMTAisarem-
inder that even within a single metropolitan area, integration remains difficult
when responsibilities and funding are fragmented. The same lesson applies to
ITLA. Asaspecial-purpose vehicle under the Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade, rather than under a transport ministry, it has the potential to
provide a more neutral perspective across modes. But neutrality alone will not make
ministries comply with its recommendations. Its appraisal and monitoring func-
tions must have a meaningful bearing on project selection, investment priorities
and implementation. Otherwise, the authority risks becominganother layer of con-
sultation. There isalso a risk of duplication with PM Gati Shakti.

The proposed datarepository could be particularly valuable. India hasenormous
transport-related data, but it remains dispersed across ministries, operatorsand plat-
forms. Bringing these together could make it possible to better understand freight
flows, congestion, vehicle utilisation, and passenger demand. But data integration
will require common standards, interoperability, and appropriate safeguards, not
merely another database. The experience of the National Common Mobility Card
(NCMC)offersauseful caution at theurban level. Launched in 2019 with the promise
of “One Nation, One Card”, it was meant to allow seamless payments across metros,
busesand other transport systems. Yet i ilityhasy
Asrecently as July this year, the government said the NCMC was functional in only
13metro projectsand 11 bustransport corporations. The problemllustrates how diffi-
cultgenuine integration can be. ITLA should, therefore, be judged not by the quality
ofits master plan butby whetherthatplan changesi )l

andim ion,

. o1
Policy stability
Exporters need greater certainty in tax-remission policy

The government’s recent decision to extend the Remission of Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products (Rodtep) scheme by only three months, to December 31, pro-
vides continuity but little certainty. The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has
kept the existing rates and value caps unchanged during the extension period.
Exporters typically finalise shipment orders well in advance, making it difficult to
factorin the tax remission while determining prices when the continuation remains
uncertain. Rodtep’s expenditure was ¥18,313 crore in 2024-25, while the 202526
revised estimate (RE) stood at 18,233 crore. For 2026-27, however, the Budget esti-
mate was cut to ¥10,000 crore, 45 per cent below the previous year’s RE.

Rodtepisnotanexportincentive orsubsidy in the conventional sense. It returns
theembedded central, state and local taxes and levies thatexporters have paid, such
as those which cannot otherwise be refunded, including taxes on fuel, electricity
duties and mandi charges. Its purpose is to ensure that taxes are not exported with
thegoods. The schemewas introduced in 2021 to replace the Merchandise Exports
from India Scheme and align India’s export-support framework with World Trade
Organization guidelines. The case for greater predictability is strengthened by the
scheme’s scale. It covers more than 10,700 export-produict categories, covering
diverse sectors of the economy, and as of March 31, 2025, disbursements under the
scheme had crossed ¥57,976.78 crore since its launch, underscoring its significant
role in supporting India’s merchandise exports. India’s exports are also gaining

Al dingto the ministry’s latest trade data, cumulative
merchandise exports rose 17.85 per cent t0 $215.91 billion during April-August 2026-
27, from $183.21 billion in the corresponding period a year earlier.

Notably, the scheme has already seen policy volatility. In February, the govern-
mentrestricted Rodtep ratesand value capsto50 per cent of the prevailing levels. The
rateswere restored at the end of March after disruption in West Asiaaffected shipping
routes, schedules and logistics costs. While the decision was a response to an excep-
tional external shock, it highlighted the difficulties exporters faced when policy
changesafter prices had a]ready been negotiated with overseas buyers. Recognising
this, the Parli; C ittee on Cs has led that
any future revision of Rodtep rates be preceded by structured consultation with
industry stakeholders and accompanied by a clearly defined minimum transition
period. Thiswould helpensurethatexy forced toabsorbl onorders
contracted on the basis of earlier rates. The commerce ministry has itself sought a
five-yearextension and an increase in the allocation of fundsunder the scheme. The
government should consider the request and provide exporters a stable policy
environment. The external environment is challenging and India needs to push
exports both toattain stability in its external accountand togrow at higher rates. The
least the government should aim to do is to keep the domestic policy environment
stableand notadd tothe cc ities that expor ay facing.
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Geopolitical risks
and monetary policy

Central banks need to factor in geopolitical risks before
they materialise, not treat them as a sideshow

Last May, thert under pressure, risi

prices our comfort range.

96 to the dollar. In June, the Reserve Bank of India

swaps for foreigninflows, notably through the foreign
currency non-resident (Bank) or FCNR(B) deposits.
‘The expectation then was that these measures would

The second factor is the decision of the United
States Federal Reserve last month to raise the policy
rate by 25 basis points. The betting is that more rate
hikes by the Fed are inthe offing asinflation in the US
remains above the target.

FlIfunds. A pre- emptive hikein the policy rate would
have made its )ob easier. I( would concewably have
eased

forinter
sales in the foreign exchange market.

Monetary policy is said to be forward-looking.
However, thereisaserious limitation to how “forward-
looking™ is understood today. Central banks (and
international agencies) tend to take a view on the

outlinea andsay
itis subject to “geopolitical risks”.

In a world in which geopolitical risks are pretty
much the norm, such an approach will notdo. Central
banks cannot afford to react to geopolitical risks —
wars, sanctions, trade conflicts — after these have
materialised. They will need tofactor geopolitical nsks
explicitly vy policy, nottreat the
show. How long will conflicts stretch out? What would
that mean for energy prices and supply chain dis-
rupuons" Central banks need toask and answer ques-

asthesein monetary policy.

In June and August, the questions that needed to
be asked were: One, does the US-Iran conflict have a
reasonable chance of resolution? And, two, if it does
not, what does that bode for oil prices? The answers
should have been clear enough. The Iranian and
American positions on the core issues were (and still
are) so farapart that there waslittle chance ofan amic-
able resolution. And that meant the continued dis-
ruption of oil supplies and an inexorable climb in oil
pnces to well abovethe$85-90 range. The implications
ofoil pricesrisi
have been factored into monetary policy.

Central banks need to create a Strategic Affairs unit
that includes people with expertise in international
refations, defence studies, the energy sectorand econ-
omics. The idea is not to replicate the work done in
ministries and intelligence agencies. Central banks
cannot be in the business of forecasting wars. Rather,
the unit must liaise with the concerned agencies and
obtain and process geopolitical intelligence relevant
to maintaining economic stability.

result ininfl ‘around $50billionand easethe Anyrisein Treasury yieldsaffects India intwo ways. Central banks know how to respond if there is a
pressure on the rupee. One, it results in an exit of funds from major disruption that causes oil prices to nse 10 $120.
Your columnist had argued at the time emerging markets in general, which Whattheyneedisadistril ‘probabi
that, given the outlook for oil prices and causes the rupee to depreciate. Two, it the disruption. The MPC would have before it, say, a
foreign institutional investor (FII) out- results inanarrowing of the yieldson10-  baseline forecast of oil prices of $85-90 perbarrel with
flows, the inflow of funds under the RBI year bonds m the USandinIndia. At195 a30 per cent probability that oil prices would rise to
schemes would not suffice. A rise in the einyieldson10- $120 following a major disruption in the Strait of
policy rate was inevitable. The inevitable - 'year government bondsis at its lowestin  Hormuz. It would then be better placed to judge
hashappened. The Monetary Policy Com- § five years. This factor, too, contributesto  whether a rate hike and the associated sacrifice of
mittee (MPC) opted for a 25 basis points the downward pressure on the rupee. growth are justified.
increase in the repo rate on October 7. The RBI does not wish to defend any The distribut.ion ofprobabiliv.ies is precisely whal
The inflows under the RBI’s special particular value of the rupee. Neverthe-
toa ing $143 FINGER ON less, ithasto respond toasharpdepreci- unit would convert the assessments it receives mm
billion. Yet the rupee trades now at ationinther canstoke for ull prices, inflation and exchange rates
around 9679 to the dollar. After a two- THE PULSE domestic inflation. The with 1 to each scenario.
month hiatus, the exodus of FII funds TTRAM MOHAN announced in June have not! beenableto The RBI 's biannual Monetary Policy Repon pro-
resumed in September with netoutflows ~ -7 contain the rupee’s ion. They  vid inflati icprod-
of$6 billion. ended upcreanngsurplus hquxdu:y inthe uct growth mdxcarmga range of outcomes. These are
Th materially  system, about halfofwhich oppedup torical

in two respects since June, The price of crude oil has
goneup from $85-90to. over$100 now. Thisis me price
ofoil futures. The market

reflectthelanded costtoIndia. Thegovernment’schief
economicadvisorsaysthat the price of India’s oil import
basket is $114 today. That is an increase of 61 per cent
over the average price of $71 in FY26. We now face oil

by the RBI. Surplusliquidity in the system: renders the
transmission of rate hikes that much more difficult.
Thus, by deferring a rate hike in June and August,
the RBI is now having to deal with several issues:
Higher oil prices, surplus liquidity, higher US Treasury
yields, a narrower differential between long-term
yields in the US and India, and a continued exodus of

‘What is required is scenario-| bulldmg for current geo-
political risks of the sort outlined above. Creating a
Strategic Affairs unit would signal to the world that the
appreciation of geopolitical risks has moved centre-
stage atthe RBL.

ttrammohan28@gmail.com

Tatarift echoes beyond Bombay House

In 1983, Swraj Paul tried to take control of d

Delhi Cloth and General Mills (DCM) by buymg theu‘

shareson the market. By vari
7.5 per cent in Escorts, while the Nanda family con-
trolled around 5 per cent; and 13 per cent of DCM, com-
pared with the Shri Ram family’s 10 per cent. Though

Paul ithdrew his bid, the episod:
]Jow many families conuolled large companies w1th
il then, relyi the support of

stat&owned financial institutions. Their obvious
response to this attack was to raise their ownership.
Today, ingi iftysooaverages
around 50 per cent.

towards who sets strategy, wh it, and how di:
Willthis impactIndialInc’s, performanceVFan'uhes ments are resolved, often through Articles of Associ-
can point to evid that commitment ation listing reserved matters that need promoter

pays. Credit Suisse’s Family 1000 research found that
since 2006, family- or founder-owned listed com-
panies have outperformed non-family companies by
an annual average of 370 basis points. And in India, a
study of 4, 056 promorer -owned listed firms found that

approval. Expect tighter affirmative voting rights,
explicit rules on how nominee directors must vote,
and clauses on replacing nominee directors and
breaking board deadlocks, though nomineesstillowe
their fiduciary duty to the company, not to whoever

them.
Yet drafting has limits. No document can fully

the level of
ownersmp had no effect on performance.
But the uts both ways. A d

of Danish firms found that when the CEO role passed to
a family member, operating profitability

a split within the owning family. And if
affirmative rights written into charter documents do
not hold, foreign direct investors, who rely on such

More than four decades later, the fellbyatleast four percentage points. Even  rights, may grow more cauuous
for controlli Credit Suisse found that family-owned Fourth il

comes not from outside, but from it lower rpor-  Man ill carry layers of invest-
within. On September 17, the Tata Sons | '“1 ate governance than their non-family ment c and informal ar dating
board reappointed N Chandrasekaran ~ * peers. A study covering 131 large listed back decndes Families will cul]apse these into single
and cleared the path to listing the com- y Indian companies shows family firms ding names, toput
pany, over the opposition of Noel Tata, with non-family CEOs performed better ~ controlona legal footing. This i I becau

chairman of Tata Trusts, which owns 66 than those with family CEOs. Owninga today’s fault lines oﬁen run within Iamlhes not with
per cent of Tata Sons and seen as the company isdifferent from runningit. outsiders—the i Finole: the
keeper of its values, fears that a listing Second, promoters may lean towards ~Kalyanis and Hiremaths — to name just a few. These

THE

will dilute its charter.

Business families will read the dis-
puteasawarning that ownership alone
does not guarantee control of the

ASIDE

boardroom, overturning an article of AMIT TANDON

faith since 1983 — that a bigger stake is
the surest defence. The fallout is likely to play out
acrossat least four fronts.

First, more families may choose to keep control
as chairperson or in an executive capacity, rather
than hand it to professional managers. A 2024
Deloitte study of 41 Nifty 50 companies (excluding
pubhx: sector enterpnses) found that 31 were run by
donly10by

chief

OCCASIONAL

recte areun yto
challenge them. India’s problemisnot too
few independent directors but the wrong
ones, appointed through processes that
favour reputation over capability. Tuhm

how'
holding companies, trusts and wills can be.

In 1983, families protected control by raising their
stakes. A bigger stake may not be enough if pressure
comes from: wnhm ‘The current episode exposes fric-

Kanta Pandey. i oftl tion that! resolve. Tt
and India, hasurged d that come through will be those that plan succession
i i beyond early, apply theu own mles consistently and leave
di ingthat" never — they can work with.

disagrees is not aligned — it’s asleep”. If promoters
respond by packing boards with pliant directors, they
will weaken the very oversight that minority share-
And ‘told Busi)
dard, long-servi fessi ild fiefc

Such relanonsl'ups rest on mutual trust and a shared
long-term vision. The question now will no longer be
whether someone is the best CEO in the market, but
whether the controlling and minority shareholders,

the boards and managements will align, to pullin the

The writeris with Institutional Investor Advisory Ser-
vices India. The viewsare personal. @AmitTandon_In

The deep mind of Demis Hassabis

table game — Go — creating an algo-

pmmoters Across India Inc as a whole, the shareis  fill san

likely to be lower still, given that about two-thirds of Third, fan:ul.les will rev1sxr their governance

the S&P BSE 500 companies are family-owned. This  charters, mce professmnalxsmg a board need not

episode could slow, or even reverse, the move meansideli ies will spell out
Londonerthroughand "7 science, which he considered
through who's refused to crucial forthe nextstagein

migrate to Silicon Valley. He's

intelli-

rithm AlphaGo, which beat a reigning
world ion (and drove him into

BOOK
REVIEW

DEVANGSHU DATTA

Since the release of the first iteration of
ChatGPTin late 2022, artificial intelli-
gence (AI) hasdominated the conversa-
tion. While Al has been responsible for
many startling developments, it has also
been controversial with debates raging
aboutthed fthe

John Jumper, who led his team at Deep-
Mind — received a well-deserved 2024
Nobel Prize for chemistry.

The author of this book is a veteran
journalist who has covered the relevant
beats for decades for The i

theyjumped on to the Al bandwagon
and tried to steal marches on each other.
The corporate shenanigans are well
documented, along with vignettes that
throw light on the tech bro culmre and
childish

Post and The Economist. He had deep
access (if readers will forgive the pun)
i of h hatti

partand parcel of Silicon Valley. The
author struggles, however, when it

the son of immigrants with a
Greek-Cypriot father, who was
astreet musician, and a Singa-
porean Chinese mother who
‘worked asa nurse. At age five,
itbecame obvious that he was
extraordinarily gifted. One of
]115 professors remarked that

omes

il Nobel winners

with Mr Hassabis and his associates over
athree-year period. Sothe book could be
described as definitive, if there can be
such athing in Al where things evol

sometimes moving into near-meaning-
less verbiage. He also struggles tostay
neutral when charting the course of ethi-
cal

with such rapidity.

One Al-driven achievement that is
unequivocally beneficial is the work on
protein-folding. An Al algorithm, Alpha-
fold, developed a compendium of 260
million protein structures that is pub-
licly available. This has helped acceler-
ate drug-development and the
understanding of diseases. The man
responsible, Demis Hassabis —and

») of AL
MrMallaby isalso sympatheticto

need to be talented and lucky
(in picking research focus), it
was obvious Mr Hassabis
would makeit to the topin
whatever field he chose,

by Sebastian Mallaby

gence. His PhD thesis in neuro-

retirement within two years). A refine-
ment created the Alphazero algorithm,
which taught itself with almost no
human assistance. That revolutionised
the computer approach to chess, Go,
and shogi. The Alpha algorithm was
how D ind initially attacked pro-

science found acritical link
between memory and imagin-
ationand has been cited thou-
sandsof times. After that, he
did post-doctoral research at
H: dthe.
setts Institute of Technology.
The Infinity Machine: When he founded Deep-
Demis Hassabis, Mind, many observers were
Deepmind, and the puzzled by the company and
Quest for itsunusual focus. DeepMind
Superintelligence

remained London-based. It
was a for-profit. Mr Hassabis

tein folding which is orders of magni-
tude more difficult.

This account could not have been
written without the level of access
MrMallaby developed. The book s care-
fully researched and almost obsessively
footnoted, with independent verifica-

Sebastian Mallaby covers Mr Hassa- Mustafa Suleyman, a former associate By 11, hewasthesecond- g::gff:d by convincedafewLondonangels  tionandsources foralmost every factual
blS life, the creation of DeepMind, and and co-founder of DeepMind and once a best chess-player of hisgener- 464 pages 71299 tocome up with seed funding, statement and every quote.

il keep the company’s close friend of Mr Hassabis, who wasa ation (Judit Polgarwasno 1). i and [hen Peter Thiel and Elon Butaccessof thisorder can lead toa
(financially umewardmg) reseaxch piuneer inthe battle to keep Alethical. Byss, hewas an orld him money. Finally, version of Stockholm Syndrome where
focus, while convincing investors to isalsoa a d desi Google bought the company. the writer develops too much empathy
keep funding it. The book: aJso coversthe Lh.mker, whose heartis probablyin the ingsome of the most popular gamesin Amazingly, Mr Hassabis was allowed to fora subject. Mr Mailaby openly admires
race between different schools of Alas nght place. But he caused big fissuresin histury. Herefuseda seven Jary contil ingit, and tocontinue Mr Hassabis and that means he is almost

by different ies and ind and may have permanen[ly i dio) to being; mLondon and uncritical in his assessment of an
ITrattempt: plain much d: d the Al ethics movement and tudy C i At focused hatever he. inter- i inary indivi
of the technology in non-technical lan- AT’s appllcanons to health care, with his 20, he emerged with adouble first. By esting in his quest tosol
guage. It battl le of functioning. then, he was obsessed with “solving intel- In 2016, Mr Hassabis and his team ‘The reviewer is a New Delhi-based

between the world’s mega-billionaires as

Sowhois Demis Hassabis? He'sa

o0 00

ligence”, Thatled toaswitch to neuro-

cracked the most ically intrac-
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If apilot goes rogue, can
software grab control?

The recent FlyDubai cockpit scare may make fly-by-wire tech seem like an aviation security

solution. The hitch has been that remote aircraft control technology is not.free of risk either

he cockpit clash aboard a FlyDubai
flight late last month that nearly
cost the crew and passengers their
ives exposed a worrisome vulnera-
bility in viation. Flying from
Dubai to Tel Aviv, the aircraft
plunged after its co-pilot attacked the captain,
who, despite being injured, managed to unlock
the heavily secured cockpit door, enabling pas-
sengersto storm inand subdue the attacker.
The plane landed safely but highlighted a para-
dox in aviation security. Reinforced cockpit
doors, mandated globally after 9/11, were
designed to keep hijackers out—and unable to
grab flight controls. Ironically, the high-secu-
rity door was the obstacle to a rescue in this
case as the threat came from within the cock-
pit. But the big question raised by the episode
isthis: In this era of drones and self-driving
cars, why can’t we count on remote interven-
tion ifa pilot goes rogue?

Technology to give computers greater con-
trol exists. Fly-by-wire (FBW), in development
since the 1930s, replaced mechanical links with
electronic signals. In1972, the US space agency
Nasamodified an F-8 Crusader to fly with a fully
digital FBW system. Modern FBW systems pro-
cess pilot commands digitally through onboard
tech. In military aviation, fighters like the F-16
can prevent ground collisions with systems that
override pilot inputs. India’s Tejas has auto-
mated stabilizers in case a pilot blacks out or
suffers severe spatial disorientation. National
Aerospace Laboratories under India’s Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research is working
on‘command-by-wire’ flight control. Civil avia-
tion has also been giving computers greater
authority. Airbusaircraft use digital flight-en-
velope protections that can reject commands

that defy safety limits, while Boeing typically
prefers more empowered pilots, with systems
resisting risky inputs rather than imposing
danger lines. Neither approach, however,
crosses the red line of letting software ora
remote operator snatch away control. FBW
stopsshort of that because a tech system power-
ful enough to neutralize arogue pilot's actions
would also create risks of its own. A ground link
oronboard algorithm that can fly the plane
pilotless could also be hacked, compromised or
triggered by a software failure. Boeing’s 2006
‘uninterruptible autopilot’ patent illustrates
the dilemma. It envisages detecting a security
breach, isolating pilots and turning control over
toacertified pilot on the ground through an
encrypted satellite link. Hack-proofor not, it
has not been implemented.

Machine authority is advancing in various
ways. MIT’s Air-Guardian uses eye-tracking
to monitor where pilots are looking and spot
divergences in human and machine attention.
Garmin’s Emergency Autoland goes further,
taking complete control if a pilot is unable to
operate; itis designed to pickan airport, contact
air-traffic controllers and land the plane on its
own. Certified by the US Federal Aviation
Administration, it has been installed in over
2,000 aircraft so far. Although regulators may
be ready to let software take control when a
pilotisincapacitated, arogue pilot who is con-
scious and capable of flying poses an entirely
different threat. The Dubai-Tel Aviv flight was
saved by a captain who fought back, passengers
who helped and crew who restored control. But
relying on human bravery is dicey. Flight safety
may need better tech support. The judgement
callsthat confront usare when to let software
overrule a human and who takes that decision.
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Securities transaction tax: what
explains its charmed existence?

1t began in liew of capital-gains tax relief but has survived its original rationale on flimsy grounds

are, rspectwely, acorporate advisor and
author of ‘Family and Dhanda’; and a
Supreme Court advocate and former

IRS officer.

he securities transaction tax

(STT) was born in July 2004

one halfofa bargain.
capital gains (LTCG) tax on listed
equity was axed, while tax on short-
term ga was cut to 10%, but a new
STTwaslevied inlieu of that relief.

Every exchange trade would bear this

collected at source and thus
npossible to evade.

tiny lev
almos

Capital gains tax was litigation-prone,
contested between business income and

investment gain. A transaction tax set-
tled the matterat the moment of
Thelev: never meant to be
nue sour wasa receipt for the t
reliefit arrived with. Broker pushback
within weeks produced differentiated

ong-term

brokers, depositories and tax systems
leave an electronic trail and capital gains
can bereported and reconciled across

(SIPs) and inclusion drives. Less thana
fifth trade actively, so the burden is con-
centrated. T]wa <uon ls\\lullwr

axdesigned
the data limitations of 2004 should not
become permanent merely because it is
easy and sizeable to collect.

In 2023-24, the J\SE \im rose ahout

1()7 4-25 U\v NlIu' went up
STT, jnmpulas“,m 352
2025-26, the Nifty fel and the Sensex
7%, yet STT still rose 8% to h/. 2 crore.
T il

Indiais invest-
ingor mdmg

curities and Exchange Board of
study sharpens the concern.

645 crore.
of their transac-
tion costs, up from 13% in 2021-22.
counted for 92% of aggre-

sye:
under pressure from nghlc: contract
size and collateral rules, collections to
mid-September are up 53%.

The STT increasingly measur
many times the same rupee chang
handsinas n. A treasury that cele-
brates higher collections risks making
anold errorin fiscal reasoning—reading
higher tax collections as evidence of
economic growth when it is not.

Alarger question looms as Indian
households embrace financial markets.
When STT was introduced, the country
had fewer than 10 million demat
accounts. Today, there are about 230
million, most opened in the last six
years. Alevy designed when equity was
aboutique pursuit now falls on the mass
saver who was dr.s\\ ninto markets

s how

iduallosses. The study also
found that 4.3 million individual deriv-
atives traders, around 35%, had no
undexlvmj,cqull\ punﬁ)lmal theend

i % had equity port-

ncouraging household financial-
ization through demat accounts,
mutual funds, ete. If participation shifts
towards leveraged or frequent deri
tives activity, its quality deserves atten-
tion alongside its scale.

lhcrmm policy contradiction here,
urbing spec-
asamatter
ofinvestor protection, while the exche-
querbudgeted 373,700 crore from STT
in2026-27 and raised rates. This budget
speech described the hikes asa “reason-
able course correction” in the futures

throughsy stment plans

rates that survive today: they are highest

ondelivery and lowest on derivatives.
Twodecades on, the exemption has

threshold. In July 2024, it rose to 12.5%,

T'T did not fall in step. It was
d onderivativesin 2023, then in
2024, and again in the 2026-27 budget,
with futu
optionsat 0.
investor therefore pays
alongside the transaction tax originally
introduced in exchange for tax relief.
In 2004, taxing gains on securities
wasa problem. Buttoday, exchanges,

disappeared but the receipt remains. In
2018, LTCG tax returned at 10% above a

he short-term gains tax went up to

LR}
QUICK READ

The securities transaction tax
cameintoexistencein 2004asa
tiny token levy in place of a heavy
capital gains tax burden. It wasa
tracker rather than arevenue
source for the Centre.

£ 0.05% of traded value and
o of premium. The 2026
apital-gains tax

Notonly has capital gains tax
come right backsince then, STT
has turned into both a coffer filler
and market intervention toolin
defiance of its purpose, and that
too, ina contradictory way.

10 DEARS GO

be

L

and der it while linking it
to additional revenue. So one arm of the
state treats the fever while the otheris

iting STT restson
three failures. Its n vanished in
2018 when the capital-gains tax-off was
withdrawn. Iis original purpose was
defeated when it became a behavioural
tool for deri es intervention, apart
fromacoffer-filler. Its conflicted nature
is exposed when the budget countson
revenue from trading activity that the
regulator is trying to reduce.

The quusLmn iswhetheratax, in this
:ase the STT, whose reason, logic and
I bargain have disappeared
should surv mply because the
receipt remains attractive.
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Itis a fairly open secret
that almost all systems can

hacked, somehow.

It is a less spoken of secret
that such hacking
has actually gone
quite mainstream.

DAN KAMINSKY

_

Achtung: discontent seems set to amplify across Europe

RAHUL JACOB

time, the antagonism s

olent and will be

ears after the end of
World Warll, conflict isspreading
across Europe once agam But this

the contest, though fierce, ismostly non
determined by the ballot
'sleft-of-centre
prime minister Pulm Sinchez
parhdu\( nt early and c: a].lnd for fr ech elec-

themovement widened. The far-right front-
runner fornext year's i ial election,

of that list should be Burnham's focus on
st-of-li

Marine Le Pen, accused the far left of insti-
gating violence.

Last week, the UK's Prime Minister Andy
Burnham told his Labour Party conference
that he would, in effect, roll back Thatcher-
ism. Burnham’s folksy mannerand cost-of-
living band aids have bolstered Labou
prospects, which havealsobeen helped by

g issuesand his ability to signal

ism. By contrast, President Friedrich
Merzof Germany, a corporate lawyer, who
in breaks from politics was chair of the
supervisory board of BlackRock Germany,
ident Emmanuel Macron of France,
aformer investment banker, seem distant
l‘mmgmund level concerns evenasright-

spate of: ting immigr:

tion UR Reform Party led by Nigel Farage.
Appointed prime minister this summer,
Burnham moved quickly to lower taxes on
energy fora fixed duration in response tothe

is a former Financial Times
foreign correspondent.

hisplan

87-year- A wormart v

tests over the (‘()lll]l
InFr:

evic lLd from her
Madrid apartment because she was unable
to meetarent increase, triggering m:
‘slack nfhnu g

Strait of Hormuz conflict, giving people
“breathingspace” as fuel ¢ rose. Healso
boldly announced that his government
planned to curb the rise in pension costs
while finding funds forincreasing the care of
elderly people in need of attention at home.
Andhe plansasurvey ofthe UK tosee if peo-
ple want to undo Brexit. The UK's budget
thismonth will offeran insight into how he

ge after an

wing enjc huge upswing in
their nations. Both these leaders have al
mal approval ratings in their respective
countries.

Burnham’s upbeat
styleissomewhat similar
tothatof New York City
mayor Zohran Mamdan
whose first year in office
has been characterized
by wild popularity as he
tacklesissuesseemingly
as simple as filling pot-
holes, complete with

QUICK

Protestsin France have captured
attention but youth restlessness
isvisible in Spain, Germany and
other countries. Unlike the UK's
Andy Burnham, political leaders
seemwoefully out of touch.

Regardless of who isin power, the real eri-
sis in the West is a rise in short-term debt
coinciding with rising interest rates. Thisis
especially true of the U 'K and France.
Inevitably, governments struggle to make the
case that gencrous welfare spending on pen-
sionsand healthcare needs tobe cut. Ifhan-

government is well behind its targets for
building new housing in the country.
Inthisenvironment of growing inequalil
and housing stress, budget cuts are an easy
target for the far right or far left, in part
because social media makesit easier for prop-
agandists to make wild claims about aninflux

dled poorly, as in France, whose budget pro-
yteacher

ofi g Inrmshlnt e, or theunfaimess

posedtocut primary:
positionsagainsta backdrop ofalready over-
crowded classrooms, mass protests could
easily follow. The problem is that Western
governmentsspent too much in response to
the financial crisis of
2008 and the pandemic,
and now the cutbacks are
falling inequitably upon
public services even as
stock markets have risen
and housing becomes
more expensive. Spain
hasbuilt fewer homes per
capita than any high-in
come country in the past

READ

than 250,000 pm.pu- tooktothe
protest poor conditions in state
exacerbated by severe budget cuts of €43
billion intended to containa widening defi-
cit, placed at 5.4% of GDP. Students were
quickly joined by teachersand firefightersas

plansto make good on his many promises.

Itistoo early todetermine whether Burn-
ham’s honeymoon will last, but the centre-
leftacross the developed world could learn
something from the man who was Man-
chester's mayor for almost a decade. On top

TikTok videos to prove
it, and more complex
ones such as setting up
low-cost grocery stores
across the five boroughs
of New York.

Sharp budget cuts forced by
costlier credit are adding to
discontent over failing welfare
provisions and making space
for political extremes. It all points
to European turbulence ahead.

than half of young adults
live with their parents,
compared with a third in
2005. The UK's Labour

of cutbad! thosecl: evalu-
ated by independent media. Add to this gen-
eral discontent the fact that aslowdown injob
creation across the developed world
India—is disproportionately hurting new
entrantsto the workforce, and you have the
makings of a series of political crises in the
West. Youthunemployment in Italy is nowat
20% Even in the US, a reliable job-creating
machine, youth unemploymentat 7% istwice
that of older cohorts.

On Monday, I was awoken at 5.304m by
the din of student protests outside the col-
lege of medicine in Paris. As the day pro-
gressed, the protestsgrew largerand louder
still, with organizers saying the actual num-
ber across the country was half a million.
What's remarkable was how unfazed my
hostand the city at large seemed. Perpetual
political despondency in our world of inade-
quate governance and narrowing policy
choices is now simply commonplace,
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Demographic dissi

\Y4

dents:GenZ

favours politics of the present

Education and jobs in a free and open society are clearly the top priorities of a generation born between 1997 and 2012

JOY CHAKRAVORT
is professor emeritus of global studies,
Temple University

ensof thousands of Indians are on the

streets again. Led by a bolt-from-the-

blue insurgent movement of the Cock-

roach Janata Party (CJP), citizens are

protesting the unprecedented culling

of voter rolls through the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) ‘process.’ They are
demanding the resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, under whos
leadership millions of voters were ruled ineligible
tocasttheirballots. In West Bengal, this amounted
toabout 12% of the electorate. This movement
comes merely weeks after a similar agitation by the
CJPled to the resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan
as India’s education minister.

Recent youth movementsin India's neighbour-
hood have had momentous consequences. In
Bangladesh, a student movement led, after a mili-
tary intervention, to the resignation and exile of its
then prime minister Sheikh Hasina in 2024. In
2025, a youth movement in Nepal forced the resig-
nation of the prime minister and the installation of
acaretaker government. Similar unrest and politi-
cal pressure elsewhere have led not ne
government collapse, but major policy reversalsin
Kenya, Indonesia, the Philippines and Peru. All
these movementsare generally labelled 'GenZ
revolutions. The same Gen Z label isbeing
attached to the CJP-led protests in India.

The name ‘Gen Z" comes from the US, where
the need to categorize and label is an imperative of
social scientists, People born after World War Il
have been assigned to generational cohorts span-
ning ars. Hence, we have Baby Boomers (born
between 1950 and 1964), Gen X (born between
1965 and 1980), Millennials (born between 1981
and 1996), Gen Z (born between 1997 and 2012) and
Gen Alpha (born in 2013 and later). The Gen Z
population isbetween 14and 29 years old.

Is there anything other than age that the global

st X sthatit's
al immersion inapps like TikTok, You-

to consun
information. Entertainment and ml"orm.mml are
usually cult specific, but what's isthe

with delayed marriage and parenthood). finish edu-
cation, find work and move. The single most impor-
tant determinant of migration propensity is age,
and thisis the age group that changes location with
the least hesitation. These features are part and par-
celofamentality that isless fearful and more risk-
oriented than that of elders, that can do romantic
thingslike falling recklessly in love with a person or
anidea.

This combination of digital immersion, online
politics and risk-orientation may indeed be global,
but there are major differences in the size of Gen Z
b('m eenthe LlL\ elupuj and developing world. In

cohort. It has about 407 million
people, or about 27. (1“ ol lho

Nigeri: sallulc
larger. l’og(lhcr\\ ith the Mil-
lennials, Gen Z makes up
roughly halfof India’s people
(and well more than half the
clectorate). Incontrast, GenZ
makes up about 20.9% of the US,

18.8% of China

many and only 4.
Think of the w

e .

.8% of Ger-

many hours they spend online, how lhu_v create
online identities and organize (socially and politi-
cally) online. They also supposedly share concerns
about climate change, inequality, corruption and
established political parties. Gen Z s said to be left-
leaning. One is reminded of the quote (usually mis-
attributed to Churchil): “If you're nota liberal at 20,
you have no hear u're not a conservative by
40, you have no brai
Justasrelevant may be the question of whether
there are things that almost all 14-29 year olds share
regardless of when they were born, be it 1905 or
2005. That list is quite long. This is the age they
seek mates, have children (though that is changing

playsout politically. In the US,
two-thirds of voters under 30
are left-oriented; the shares are
roughly reversed for voters over 50. Had the \hdl ©
of younger voters in the US been similar to Indi:
the Democratic party would win alot more. In
Germany, where the youthvoteis even smaller
than in the the extreme-right, anti-immigra-
tion Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD) made stun-
ning electoral gains in two states in the ast onth.
The party’s vision ofa better future for the older
German electorate looks very much like a past in
which there was nobody who looked or behaved
differently.

LR}
QUICK READ

Digitalimmersion, online politics
and risk-orientation are common
toGenZglobally.InIndia, it'saiso
thebulkiest age cohort with over
400 million people. That'smore
than every fourth Indian.

Ayouth bulge needn'talways
boost growth. Unless smart
policy choices are made on
educationand development, a
demographic dividend can turn
into demographic dissidence.

‘What does abetter future look like for the Gen
Z-heavy Indian electorate? The political messag-
ing from the Centre asks them to look at a glorious
untainted past, supposedly last achieved a millen-
nium ago. But Gen Zisgrounded in a present in
which ed and jobsare y top
priorities. A better future for them is one in which
they have decent, well-paid work ina free and
opensociety, But the reals hat youth unem-
ployment is routinely higher than it is in the overall
populationand young people are mutmel\ shut
out of deci nd
by entrenched older polmu] elites, “Thc«c are

kids.” they hear, “what do they
Kknow about how things work?”

India’s demographic present
is not unanticipated. In fact,
these fat cohorts of Millennials
and Gen Z were supposed to pro-
vide a demographic dividend of
high economic growth enabled
by alow dependency ratio
(with the country’s working-age
population being larger than its
youngand old dependent popu-
lations). Thisis never a given:
only possible when capable gov-
ernments make smart choices on
education and development.
Without smart choices—and
worse, amisdirection of priori-
ties focusing on identity politics—a demographic
dividend can turn into demographic dissidence.

Ifthe ability to sing all six stanzas of Vande
Mataram improved the job prospects of Gen Z, they
would happily memorize the whole poem. After all,
they have had to memorize much in order to ascend
Absent that, many in
nt. Even ifactive dissenters com-
priseamere 5% of the cohort, their number—20

million—is staggering. And they will dissent
becauseit'stheir future that'sat
MY

Expect Apple’s results to hinge

on its foldable

iPhone gambit

Are brand loyalists awaiting Duo deliveries? Analysts aren't sure

DAVE LEE
is Bloomberg Opinion’s US
technology columnist.

bigquestion Apple Inc analystsare
King is: How many consumers are
iting for the iPhone Duo? The
mportant to Apple’s
stock this year and beyond. The new
iPhone Pro range has been out for nearly
three weeks, and from the get-go analysts
noted somewhat flat consumer interest
compared with last ye:

Onethesisisthata
would-be buyers ar
new foldable model, which doesn't come
outuntil 23 October.

If that’s true, then it’s good news for
Apple,itsinvestorsand the company’s
chiefexecutive officer, John Ternus—who
would loveabreakout hit to begin histen-
ure. At astarting price of $1
would boost the iPhone’s
price—a key metric watched by Wall
Street. Add the signal that Duo's succ
would su;,;.esl Applestill has the innova-
i i »and thestock could
build on what's already been a banner
vear—up 22% since the start of the year.

Butifit'snot the case,and ¢

Suspense surrounds the market fate of
Apple‘s pricey new model. »

And thisis the first year that Apple ha
the launch of its premium and ba
into diff g th

non-Pro iPhones come out next year—so
inventory management might be a little
more straightfor .

But it also might be the case that some
consumers have been turned off by the
$100 price increases across the board for

Apple’s flagship products, mainly caused
by the ballooning cost of memory chips.
The company and the carriersit works with
have been trying to soften the blow by
increasing trade-in value ofold devicesand
introducing new payment options, most
notably Apple’s new leasing programme. It
still may not be enough.

A poor iPhone cycle is bad for Apple’s
stock unless something significant else-
where initsbusi uch asitsservices

justholding offon an upgrade altogether,
Apple's bold attempt to breathe new life
intoi i product wi

1o have fallen flat, a sign that even Apple
couldn’t bring the potentially lucrative
foldable form factor to the masses.

For clues on what's going on with the
iPhone, analysts look to a simple but
imperfect metrig it times for delivery
when customers try tobuy adevice. When
the new iPhone Pro was available for pre-
orders, analysts at both Bank of America
(BoA) and UBS observed muted demand
compared with last year's models. “Glo-
bally, on average, ship time for theiPhone
18 Proiscurrentlyat i4-days (vs. 18 d:

segment—is able o offset the news, This
year's offset, if iPhone Pro sales require
one, cnuld bea fr(-n at Apple's glistening

sth ourfor
the llenc Dua wi lmn it'sreleased.

Apple would need IDC's estimate of 10
million iPhone Duos sold in the first 12
monthstobeonthe money. Toreach that,
Apple will need to overcome reported
manufacturing challenges that could
impact initial supply.

Thenagain, aheadline-grabbing short-
age of a hot new product has its upside.
Sales of the Duo will be a fraction of the
over250 millioniPhones Applesexpected
his year, but th

iPhone 17 Pro) while iPhone 18 Pro Max
standsat 18 days (vs. 25 days last year),” BoA
noted at the time.,

UBS saw a smaller difference but the
same trend: muted demand for theiPhone
18 Pro. “While we acknowledge the possi-
bility that muted wait times for the Proand
Pro Max could suggest consumers are
g their purchase decisions for the
" its analysts wrote, “we believe that
the $1,999 starting price could limit incre-
mental unit upside.” (In otherwords: Don't
countonitbeing Duo demand holding the
Proback.)

In the couple of weeks since, UBS has
noted an uptick in demand for the Proand
ProMax—thatis, alengthening of delivery
times. Itis, for sure, an imperfect metric.
Apple might have just had more inventory
ready to go thisyear compared with 2025.

idate any perception of how Apple’s top
productstill has room to grow.

As it happened, I spent more than an
hourat Apple’sdowntown Brooklyn store
on Sunday, waiting on a repair to my
iPhone15 Prowhich, like its owner, isage-
ingbutstill sufficiently capable. AsIsat, to
my right wasa table of glowing iPhone 18
Pro and Pro Max models, attracting only
limited interest, Other than different col-
oursand incremental improvementstothe
cameraand battery, there’s nothingmuch
to see. Yet, I heard at least three people
inquire about the iPhone Duo.

“Areyougettingalot of that>" lasked the
staff member when she came to help me.
“Ohyeah,” she laughed. “All day.” Whether
those kinds of customers are ready to
spend, orare just curious, will set the mood
for Apple this year. ‘©BLOOMBERG

News of the death of privacy isn't all that exaggerated

ARESH SHIRALI

obody really has privacy anymore. I
thought I should find a way to test

longas nobody el% is hurt; .md \\nh luck

1lul canyi ield newi

struck me as worthy.

risk, whichiswhy:

I
toaprivate

ln mattersof strategy, innovation and trade
secretsthatset itapart, yes. Privacy iskey. As
for finance, it depends on who else bears

devict

issue-price cap had made it a lottery with | least in theory, is this risk acut
dismal odds) Tts goal 7 <

ighto

isjust 1l

India’ ipee ougl

v? | Yet,about a decade later, a subsidiary of a
TFLsub- uml called Inshaallah Investments

d; dodgy off-
market Lqum lmde< that hml\ed like a
d. The Group's

data is finally going into force,
grant us a modicum of control over what

endtoi i ivacy? | to

yet to

has closely as possible.

But then, privacy often se(—-ms llke Therefrain that privacy is valued only by
doomed cause even at its most basiclevel. | peopleuptonogoodis, in effect, adenial of
Although India’s law to protectourpersonal | diversity. For optimal outcomes, market

theory posits that diverse views and cues
must blend freely into signals—like prices—

this hypothesis, but it's futile. After
all some ‘effective altruists’ of the tech world
evenwant the real world’s bugs mapped—for
their own good, of course. Imagine waking
up with a clunky exoskeleton; it would be
impossible to handle a gadget, let alone get
online, but equally hard to fall off the grid.
Never mind humans, technology hascle:
evolved. M) own eiIurl 108! social-media
ghtof ‘network

is editor of Mint Views.

1y

disclose alarger template of data than those
that are not publicly listed.

In the case of Tata Sons, being privately
heldletsitallot funds for charity and wealth
creation free of external pressure. The argu-

top brass was alarmed, an official probe
ensued, and in 2005, TFL was folded into
Tata Motors. The epmde showed how cor-

ment that Indianeedsit togo p
ey

forover-

all y p t
a bigger window to its affairs would keep
Tata’sapex company from harming othersif
it happL ns to smml) e,

ywillto keep my face offtheinter-
netinthe fond hopeoffree speech inold age
wilted a decade ago, and my ploys to mask
myself| forchatbotswere foiled by the power
ofartificial intelligence (AI).

tothe Le\'unl inl§
Tata (1839-1904) joked in his
rugged roads he found may have been built

“to prove by a toil of actual experience that
the way to Hell is paved with good rewlu-
tions." The founder of the Tata Gi

online operators know about us.
Inaway. it'salready too late. Notjust Big
Tech, other ‘tech bros' have been watching.

deals. | Today, profiles held in cyber memory are
Ttal d y publicly said to be so vivid in their details that we
listed being may nolongerbeable to
gelic. mm tell real folks apart from

With Al sleuths now QUICK READ Al-crafted clones.
on the prowl, perhaps Norshould we pretend

nothing can escape
detectionanymore. Yet,
it puzzles me how the
economy’s inte:

would be better servcd
by wide investor scru-
tiny of Tata Sons if it

3

It'sfutile toresist. So here'sthe question
at g atme every :
why is pri suchabigdeal?

aswell havel talking about business.
Takethestory of Tata Finance Ltd (TFL),

Forani isclear. Not
onlyisit critical tolife andliberty as a basic
right, it liberates thought—and action, so

which ficker on my radarafier
afailed attempt asa college kid at buyingits
shares via its public offer of early 1991 (an

owner’swilland charity
mission. Whilesolvency
woes at its operating
units could rattle non-
Tata financial firms, at

Privacy deprivation is a sigh of the
times. Inaworld under Big Tech's
watch andina countryagog with
TataSons private status, privacy
looks like a quantum cat: it's
bothdead and alive.

Sowhat? Scant concern for
privacydoesn'tjust do injustice
toabasicright, it could arguably
have economic consequences

foran economy countingon
the efficiency of market signals.

there’snovalid reason to
keepany payment confi-
dential. Cash is used not
Jjust for shady deals, but
also for wortk
that may suffer if their
fumlmg can be traced.
Think of slums where the
digital trailsof UPI trans-
fers let menfolk cramp
the agency of women.
Sometimes, do-gooders
need masks too, and this

toguide theallocation of resources. In other
words, llwhlendﬂlagcncy uf m.my n\uludl
bof]

ecuuumv 'smoney, minds and muchelseto
pm(lucu\ e work than a few state planners
likely to think alike. Granted, forallits effi-
ciency, the market can go wrong; it may fail
tofactorinclimaterisks, forinstance. Even
50, it’s an economic formula that mostly
works, and fora market economy to thrive,
it must constantly be fed with an endless
variety of analyses, insights, motives, etc—
for which privacy must make space. The
same applies to the market forideas.

Asformy personal privacy, what spooked
me last wasa chatbot'sresponse to a query.
onquantum Al that took care not toreveal
any filial motive. “Your dad's theorem,” it
guessed to my alarm, had been of help. It
had ensured that aquantum neural network
could workwith real probabilities to deliver
valid outputs. Uh-oh.
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Weak % Can Help
Weather Turbulence

Calling it undervalued creates recovery space

Rupee’s value agamst aweighted basket of trading part-
nercurrenci for inflation,isnowat

during the US taper tantrum of 2013-14. Then, as now, ru-
pee’s depreciation was on account of international capi-
tal flow dynamics rather than any deterioration of Ind-
ia'smacroeconomic fundamentals. The real effective ex-
changerate (REER)at90is an anomaly, and the experien-
ce has been that rupee appreciates over the subsequent
period when this level is reached. Sanjay Malhotra has
flagged irrational market behaviour for the rupee’s un-
derperformance, and has emphasised the central bank
will intervene to curb exchange rate volatility without
defendingany particular level for the rupee.

International capital market turbulence is being dri-
ven by geopolitical risk aversion. Aggressive monetary
tightening has reduced the yield differential between ad-
vanced and emerging economy debt.
Relentless selling by FPIs has created
unusually high demand for dollars,
and India is not receiving offsetting
debt inflows to counteract capital fli-
ght from equities. Global bond mar-
kets are going through an episode of
intense sell-off due tosurgingenergy
prices, mounting debt burdens of advanced economies
and concern over persistent inflation. Al infrastructure
funding requirements have pushed up corporate borrow-
ing. RBIhastorideoutthebond market turbulence, while
keeping rupee on an orderly path.

Thisweek'sreporate hikeaddresses bothlowreal inter-
est rates in India and narrow yield differential with US
treasuries. Interest rates will have to climb a bit more to
bring themtohistorical averages. RBI'supcycle will play
outagainst bond vigilantism that could influence its tra-
jectory. By acknowledging that rupee isundervalued, RBI
is creating space for a recovery once the global market
turbulence subsides. Malhotra is anchoring expectati-
onsaboutIndia’sgrowth by pointingoutthatrupee hasde-
coupled from the underlying fundamentals. Controlling
inflation will be the deliverable against this messaging.

Thou Protest Too
Much Against Protest

Delhi Police has reportedly launched a localised ‘outreach”

I TE(HNil( i7 Shift from app economy is underway, India must be an early agentic web adopter

i while back, I gave my Al ag-
., entmycreditcard, verificati-
1, oncodeand expiry date, and

\ asked it to buy soap on Flip-

* kart, in preparationforanag-
entic commerce hackathon I was par-
ticipating in. An hour later, I allowed it
to give up, after it got stuck in interfa-
ces built to be attractive to
humans, butnear impossi-
bleforanagenttologinand

‘buy something.

Theinternetisbuiltaro-
und the assumption that

human beings sit before a

screen, search, read, click,

fillforms, compareoptions

Agents address

i graphof
our pmfere'ncas !hrou.gh interactions
‘with us, and adapt to our needs.

Atanotherhackathon, [imported my
social media history of almost 20 yrs
intomy own memory vault, and allow-
edmyagent accesstomy views, prefer-
encesand history Datamakes themea-
sierandmoreintuitivefor ustouse. My
agent generates my packing lists and
suggests the right flights. Some day, a

nal humanoid will pack for me.

Agenttrafficon theinternet isabout
39% as according to Cloudflare Radar;
andabout18% of India traffic. While we
't know how much of it is human-
iated, whenagent trafficcrosses 50%,
it will be a moment of reckoning: will
‘bots begin tomatter more to online bu-
sinesses than humans?

Given that the shift to
anagentic web isnow irre-
y versible, here are 6 things
Indianeedstogetthere, so-
oner thebetter:
© Address adversarial
environment Currently,
the internet increases ag-
ents’ navigation costs, and

by time it takes for them to
the web execute actions. We need

Ready to hreakgl:ss

that predates MCP. But it's sadly un-
deruti

© Public services India's govern-
ment websites are famously torturous
for humans to navigate, let alone poor
agents. India has built important DPI
by separating the underlying rails
from applications that use them. Go-
vernment interfaces can expose auth-

© Safe way to delegate authorisa-
tion in regulated environments
Not every interaction warrants the
same level of authentication. How we
bring proportionality toidentification
of agents. —becausethﬂtmvolvesattn—
butionof thatdatatoakh

THE SPEAKING TREE

Intelligence
And Wisdom

ASHOKK PANDEY

Welive inan age that celebrates
intelligence. Machines analyse
complex data, detect patternsand
produce persuasive answers. In-
telligence can help us discern
‘what is possible. Wisdom helps
usrecognise what is worthy, esp-
ecially when doing what is right
comesata personal cost.

Thatraisesanenduringhuman
«question: whatkind of personsh-
ould one become? Mahabharat
gives this question a compelling
form in the encounter between
Yudhishthirand the Yaksh. Dur-
ing theirexile, four Pandav broth-
ersdisregardamysterious warn-
mg,drmkﬁnmalakeandfa]]].\fe-
Jess.

to be seen from a privacy lens as “ell
‘The public m(ernet offersa \ spectrum

and complete a transacti-
on. That isbe-
gto break.
At the hackathon that .
followed, [ builtsomething ':’ us, fi}/nﬂlssmg
for Shopify purchases, on. the need to learn

ly tofind that Shopify only
allows agents ‘authorised’
by them. Shopify and Flip-

the web the way
Western companies
designed it for

Model Context Protocol
(MCP) to allow websites
and apps to expose resour-
ces, tools and structured

orised, intelligible and

ways for an agent to act on a citizen’s
behalf: departments can publish safe-
action APIs.

© More intuitive

tover iontoboth
‘humans and their agents, and thresh-
olds should rise with risk.

© Clarity on liability How liability

oportion-

s B
't have to give

inputsto AL ications.

payments O

ately and autonomously is anybody’s

reestoanswer Lhelake 'sunseen
guardian’s questions.

Pleased with hisanswers, Yaksh
offersto restore one brother to
life. Yu ses Naku-
1a. Bhim's strength could protect
‘him; Arjun’sskill could help sec-
urevictory. Yet, he explains that

Kkart, partners in Google's their users @ Upgrade e-commerce  one'sagenthisorher creditcard. wm guess. But it needs clarity Agents can Kuntistillhasasurvivingson.
Universal Commerce Pro- catalogues Ahumancan  leIndiahas UPI AutoP and their Madri, too,
tocol (UCP), are both adversarial to lookataproduct pageand inferquality — tes, we still await the launch of N'PC]’ mmly deferministic, asthey’ reJ.mpacb should haveason alive.
open-source, independently-runagents  and reliability. An agent needs exact Unified Agent Protocol. How this will Thy liesinthe chm
intheirownway. dataand easier discovery Aminorch-  play outinenvironmentslike insuran- ’ﬂxei.rmmnm the Al By use, ce i i an:

Man; i huninter- angeina oran ceand lendin iracti- werd ions. F i
operability and lock users in, forcing  pop-up — meant for cross-selling and = ons are variable, and. i honour
agents to mimic human behaviour to  upselling to humans — can interrupt  Apps force s to fit their both Wisdom
‘bypassblocks. Amazonrecently block-  theentire process. have limited, siloed context about orarrived at in the same manner: We enters when intelligence isen-
ed Meta’s Muse, the hottest agent out ONDC (Open Network for Digital us. Agents do the opposite: they needtomanagerisk. Butstackonliabi- larged by empathy and tested by
there. while usingthe BecknProtocol, coflect context from these silos, LIt and people will stop using agents. conscience.
others ask you to solve a puzzle to pro- has machmereadahle catalogues and form a context graph of our Agent-insurance and easier reversibi- The Jain principle of anekanm
ve f.hat youw'rehuman. structured orders, and could be an lity of acti vadr

OpenClaw  ag i preference, and adapt to our needs barrier 3 andour “m

and Hej ‘mes have heralded the ageof commer- __——————_ == todigital adoption:mostof theinternet erstanding may grasp only some
agents. While they’re easy to set up, celayer cRowa aRs sou SEADY D N is not Indian languages-friendly. On- of them. Al too, can widen the
they are complicated to maintain and prr At Al line interfaces are ovelwhelmmg and field of thought by offering infor-
connect. Personal bots like Instinct, ,_;""‘,/ not mation na-

Muse, OpenAl's Dots and SpaceXAl's
Grokremovemuch of this complexity,
and are now adding users at unprece-
dented pace.

‘We're clearly moving from an app
economy to an agentic economy. Apps
areameanstoanend,forceustofit the-
ir workflow, and have limited, siloed
contextabout us. Agentsdo the opposi-
te: they collect context from these silos

V

to‘discourage” ticipationi

Oct 10 Jantar Mantar demonstration announced by CJP and
Left organisations, demanding CEC Gyanesh Kumar's remo-
val and suspension of SIR. After denying permission for the
protestgathering, police are now meeting guesthouse owners,
RWAs and market associations, asking them to dissuade po-
tential protesters. The job of the police is to maintain law and
order, not to pre-emptively conflate the act of protesting with
the breach of law and order.

Article19(1)(b) guar itizens the right pea-
cefully and without arms, subject to reasonable restrictions.
Supreme Court hasrepeatedly recognis-
ed this as a legitimate means of express-
ing grievances, while allowing restricti-
ons toprotectpublicorder. De].hl Pohce sh-

ingpr .
al policing. Surveillance, drones, CCTV
and body cameras can helpestablish who
breached the law and who did not. Those
who break the law should be held individually accountable.
Peaceful, butloud, protesters should not be treated as suspects
by association. Protesters, too, must obey lawful restrictions
—notmerelyaslegal obligation, but because disciplined, pea-
ceful action gives a protest greater tactical potency. Both sides
mustremainalerttoagentprovocateurs, individuals whomay
infiltrate iberately encourage act:

On Oct 10, the test should be simple: protect peaceful assem-
bly, prevent violence and deal firmly with actual lawbreakers.

[

‘many’
ressthat cumpleutyby uanslaunf, the
web for us, bypassing the need tolearn
the web the way Western companies
designed it for their users. Just like we
in India leapfrogged wireline and ad-
optedawireless internet, weshould be
early adopters of an agentic web, for
the benefit of our citizens.

The writer is founder, MediaNama

Star-Crossed, NotStarllnked

Pravin Kaushal

Inlate 2021, Starlink’s then-India head,
Sanjay Bhargava, announced a ‘stret-
chtarget’ of having2lakh terminals
running in the country by end-2022,
most of them in villages. The cumpa»

sitate givi thegreen. ]_\ght

nal izureinthe

© Pricing The pitch isalways the
same: a Himalayan classroom, a clinic
in thenortheast, afisherman check-
ing the weathe Thereported price
is TB3k-35K for f, and at least Bk a
month. Compare that with what Indi-

In Bohvla: whichrefused Starlinka
licence, kits came in from nelghbo-

abused by gover impl,
want fo censor.and, yes, Indians have
reason to be wary of shutdowns, tco

tives. We must still ask whose in-
terests we overlook and whether
‘wecanacton what wediscover:

% ALGO OF
# @ BLISSTECH

Watching the
Sea at Dusk

Theday canhave ts various
demands, disappointmentsand
inconveniences. Butas the day
ends, thesea carriesonasif
nothingmuch important has
happened. Which, from its p01~
ntof view,is perfectly true.

fades, the waner

But for

uring countries,and
toaddresses in Brazilor Chile. The
company'sanswer isthat its systems

ans pay now. A fil ion costs
T500-.500amonth, with installationat
afraction of the Starlink kit. Mobile
data isabout 210/GB. The typical hou-
sehold keeps its internet bill under
21,000. Starlink’s monthly fee is2-5>
what its nearest alternatives charge,
and its hardware roughly15x.

ny took pre-order

Indians. It had no licence. DoT told it
tostopand refund the money, and
Bhargava left soon after:

That episode is worth recalling this
week. AtIndia Mobile Congress on
Wednesday, SpaceX VP Lauren Drey-
ersaid Starlink has built 20 gateway
sites here and stands ‘ready toserve
Indiaonce India is ready’. Her boss
was less patient. Only afew hours
later: Elon Musk posted that ‘certain
oligarchs' were blocking the service,

Butusingofficialmachineryto ‘ask’ citi y y from
a designated protest site, and not exercise a constitutional
right, is blatant overreach and misuse of state power.

The Lit Nobel's job isn't to match
the name you thought would win

‘T've Never Heard of
This Writer!” Oh, Gee

Like almost every year, it’s unlikely you've heard of this
year's Literature Nobel winner. It's unlikelier that you've
read anything written by her. Be thatasitmay, the S

d called it ‘a cri the peo-
pleof India’.
‘The pattern has not changed since
2021: movefirst, and freat rules asan ob-

Jefferi said Starlink will rem-
aina‘premiumniche’ in India, and
that'safair description. Likely buyers

catch and cutservice
afterabout 60days. T

isbetterlaw by people
weelect To hand the questiontoa
private firm headquarteredabroad is
hardly an improvement.

longti zone. And in

state of things.

every such case, thedecision to switch
off is taken by the company, on its own
schedule.

© Switch sits elsewhere Starlink
says Indian userdata will stay in In-
dia, and that it has built controls for
Indian security requirements. There
isnoreasontodoubt the intent. But

areresorts, remote wor
panies wantinga b:

Indian soil don’t change

kupline. Thevil-  whoown . or whocan
lagerentersthe story nnl) if the smm turnaregiononand off. In Uk-
pays. Which mez vgo-  raine, atheatre

ingtoaforeign company todoajob
BharatNet was funded to do. Servi-
cinga faulty dish in a village with no
roadaccess isa further cost nobody
hasexplained.

® Terminals before licence Securi-
ty forces in Manipur have recovered
Starlink equipment from insurgent
groups, Militants near the Myanmar
border reportedly used smuggled
unitstoget around internetshut-

of

11,000 villages in India lacked 4G as of
May. Rural India has 48 internet subs-
criptions per100 people, against 127in
thecities. BharatNet haslaid over8.5
lakhkm of fibreand declaredabout
2.21akh gram panchayats service-rea-
dy: Yet, working points of presence
‘were reported at barely 80,000. That
gap is scandalous —and ours to fix.
Satellite capacity will be part of the
fixinhillsand islands. It should come
through operators India can fully

com-

viewof thematter:

Bolivia’s objection was that
aforeign satellite operator
weakensagovernment's
ability toenforceits
ownlawsonitsown
networks. That
argument canbe

Apossible new

stacle someone else has put in the way:
Thy Gol tohe-

ingdisturbances. A termi-

pel: Isro’s own capacity, domestic
firms or ventures in which Indian
licensees hold the controls. That
routeisslower: Italsolea-
vestheoffswitch in this
country,

changes colour —silver beco-
‘mes pewter; blue turns to brui-
sed purple, and the horizon be-
ginslosing its distinction bet-
ween what is
waterand what
issky The wav-
~ eskeeparriv-
% ing,eachappar-
= ently convine-

collapse into the same old ar-
gument with theshore.
‘Watching this repetitive
business is oddly liberﬂtiug
Nothing needs:
recting, improving. One i Js re
lieved of the obhgahun to be
interesting,
especially happy. I‘hem.md
gradually adjourns.
Occasionally, a distant boat
appears, lissomﬂryhght sug-
another

The writer n, 1 Tequiring
director (Eastern India), Une’sparumpation
WHEELS Global The first
you
seecwﬂsanon switchingon

IAF Needsto Spread Its Wlngs

Academy that decides on the matter has given the gong to

bataircraft worthof hardware. This
‘hasbeen thefi incethe late-1980:

ne. Instead 01‘ developmg successive
with

many combat; Jets as helwupters Com

Putaside various technologies that
) from the

variants, as
Tejas light oombak aireraft (LCA), the

bataircraft dr
slower bul equa]lv vmlhehcoptels

HF-24 programme deliverini
internet, military-compatible satellite ~ Neither the richest nor and medium-lift tran:
lmagenz smanphones and UAVsto alist economies would do what' I_mha portaireraft. It isareminder that IAF
did. Yet, inthel: isnotjust about jet fighters butadiv-

poetand essayist Anne Carson. Forliterary C:
nameand writingsarelikely toringa (pre-Christmas) bell.
Fortherestof us, probablynot. Butplease don’tgo into your
fashionable funk to declare how you've ‘never even heard
of this writer!”. There are some things still left in heaven
and earth, Horatioand Hema, that aven’tabout popularity.
The Literature Nobel comes up for special flak from wor-
thies for recognising ‘unknown names’ (read: names you
don‘t recognise). The other Nobels don't get this sniping

ronstrength’. Thishasbeenarecur-
ring theme in the parliamentary

i detgunean equally profoundchange.  Indiarestarted, from pointzero. Full
M Civilianand military bureaucracies, ~ fundingbegan in1993, aﬂerecunomxc
Soig however. ith pointsto
La: d of Air Force Day Tejas’ Erstmgh(un..land 2001, wasa
Dn Octobel 8, Cblef of 'J1(= Air Staff and change, massor quabty So, it feather in the cap of Indian military
her ingh ggeda ‘woul bfyusquad- aviation. et,%yrsm)ﬂnd.whasbeen
famﬂ.lax conoern ronseven inanew

and it would be churlish to hold Lhat
againstIAR
Thesecond partof the caveat, none-

drons phasing out MiG-21s with Tejas,
somethingis: chAr]y amiss.
HAL manuiacku.rmg

standing committee on defence.
Declmmgsquadmn strength’mIAFs  theless, holds IAF jointly
for th
uf cumbat aircraft that can be deploy-
ed atair ; par-

f com-
bat: squadmns Its partner inthese Y
numbers is its bele

lames JAF
for mpaaledly alter] mgAJrSmT Quar

ersemixof capabilities.

CAS alsolamented the ‘slow induc-
tion’ of pilots, which is curious, since
this islargely an internal service mat-
ter. Creating vacanciesand finding the

resuming itsne-
gotiations. Foralittle longer,
Thowever, you can remain seat-
ed, watching the darkness qu-
ietly inherit the sea, wanting
absolutely nothingelse.,

BRICSor SAARC,
It'sAllinNAM

Apropos “Emerging Markets’ is

Obsolete’ by Swaminathan S Ank-

lesari ria ivar (Oct8), the chang-
bal ymakes the

right
tives. Which, then, begs the. qu&snon
about IAF’:

u-admonallakxl ngrgmé. mar-
kets'1 i i

con-
finedasitis Iargelywn.]\m thefighter
Such ‘casteism’ isunhealthy,
particularly when it concerns milita-
ryranks. Leadership talentexists

Several Asian economiesnow

possess deep financial markets,
sophisticated industriesand sub-
srzmt_ul [,lt)bdl influence. Yet, bro-

andinIAE it

ions still matter for

transports and heli-

cultivated people don’t expect Ives to

know the edgiest names in phys]cs. chemistry, biology or
even economics. Somehow, literature is seen asa different
kettleof fish, whereevery reader sees himself orherself as
anexpertsimply by dintof thefact thatheorshereads, may-
be even books. That’s a mistake that has multiplied in this
ageof over-informationand under-appreciation. The Nob-
el'sjobistorecognise the topin theirfields asjudged by its
Jjury —not by your book club’s latest wow. Thankfully, for
that, they have another award: Nobel Peace Prize.

investors because differences in

India noire, combat aircraft
aladversaz ‘ies, Pakistan and Chma Lmuted (HAL). Bothare respon- other of failingalong the way. Ex- US Air Force (USAF), the global ben-
ible for although in panding private production of chmark for air forces, has itself been ainsignificant. Rather than ab-

wrth il of theoldwarhorse,  different ways, over differing Tejas is the obvious way out. kxj by several bomber pilots. It'sa cu- andoning categories altogether,
MiG-21. The Soviet-designed fighter timeperiods. The tale isold s ionlinescan-  ri USAFandIAFamrmt international institutionsand
had been phased out over several and needs arecap. not. imil fund adoptnu-
years, sothe \vrmng wsson the wall JustasIndia was the first Moombatalrcmftayear combatalrmaﬁﬂo\vn, althoughthe anced classifications based on

Yet, instead of a we fight- Asi; me demandedby CAS. numbers are vastly disparate. What measurable characteristics. In-
erinduction: anddemducuon prog- anuclear power, it was Newpr icesisthe im not merely togra-
ramme, the latter happened whilethe  also thefirst todesign, onlinesare, therefore, percentageof traineraircraft, with duate froman old label but tost-
former stuttered along. As AirChief  developand manufac- theonly way out of USAF holdingan extraordinarily rengthen institutions, market
Marshal Singh put it, ‘technology del-  tureacombat jetair- thisquagmire. The  highnumber: So, CAS’ otherlament depthand investor confidence.
ayed is technology denied’. There is, craft. Hindustan Fight- situation hasalso hasasolution too. Better classification reflects eco-
however, a caveat. er HF-24had, byallac- ted a pi t i ity moreaccurately.

IAF hasalways pmjpc\edamdealsq counts, asuperiativeair- inIAF, Thewriter is former i BAAvyaan

uadron strength of 42 frame, butan under whichnow fliesas smndmgmmmmmandgmm irode
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Owning up to bad
infrastructure

Dense cities place constraints on projects, but
with multiple authorities involved, a single
point for accountability must be affixed

ithin two days of opening, the Barapullah
Phase III flyover had turned the 8-km
drive from Safdarjung Hospital to Sarai
Kale Khan in Delhi into a crawl of more
than an hour. A Delhi Traffic Police drone survey
traced the jam to the points where multiple roads and
flyovers merge that break basic rules of road design. At
several points, two three-lane roads feed one three-
lane corridor, and over Sundial Park, a lane ends
abruptly. Every forced merging sends a wave of
braking back up the road, and the queues spread
across Ring Road, Mathura Road and the DND flyway.
As anger grew, public works department (PWD)
minister and BJP leader Parvesh Verma blamed the
previous AAP government, saying key design calls
were taken in 2014-15. A PWD official told HT that the
planning studies behind the design are more than 20
years old, which places them well before the decisi

New Delhi has carved out
adistinct identity for
itself, as a bridgebuilder
between the geopolitical
antipodes of the East

and the West, the North
and the South

xternal affairs minister S
Jaishankar’s statement that
India has gone “beyond
advocacy” to bring about a
ceasefire between Russia
and Ukraine and an agree-
ment on the safety of shipping in the
Black Sea is welcome news, In a paral-
lel back-channel process, India’s good
offices were used to facilitate a high-
level direct engagement between the
UAE and Iran, with the aim of easing
tensions between the two States.
These developments indicate a
nascent shift from the established
diplomatic practice of the past few
decades, when Indian foreign policy
tended to shy away from international
ing initiatives, The recent

Verma attributes to the AAP, though that absolves no
party, and no part of the bureaucracy. None of this is
new. When Delhi's 2777-crore Pragati Maidan tunnel
flooded and cracked, PWD demanded 500 crore from
Larsen & Toubro, which countered with a ¥500-crore
claim of its own. In Mumbai, the rebuilt Gokhale
bridge opened six feet out of line with the adjoining
flyover, and the municipal corporation blamed the
Railways. In Bhopal, seven state PWD engineers were
suspended, and later reinstated, over the Aishbagh
overbridge’s near right-angle turn, and PWD and the
Railways took 10 months to pass a corrected design.

Some of this is unavoidable. Dense cities force
agencies to build into one another’s structures, and
scarce land leaves designers little room. The more
hands a design passes through, the more it needs a
single owner answerable for whether a project works,
end to end. Without that owner, India gets disputes
over money, suspensions that lapse, and, as Verma
now proposes, a consultant to fix a problem created by
bureaucratic ping-pong. Every public work should
carry a named authority answerable for its design as a
whole, with an independent traffic audit published
before the ribbon is cut. The same ping-pong governs
far more than flyovers. Delhi is entering its pollution
season, when blame for the city's air will bounce
between several states and the Centre, each holding a
piece of the problem and none answerable for the
whole. Barapullah is a small, visible example of a habit
that costs the country far more than is evident.

An assertion of territorial
integrity before trade

ile another round of the ambitious
Womprehensivc Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) talks between India and
Canada is underway in Ottawa, the two countries have
already made a major collaborative decision. Terror,
an issue stymieing relations between India and
Canada during Justin Trudeau'’s two governments, has
emerged as the foundational plank for forward-
looking bilateral ties under the Mark Carney
administration. In a meeting between NSA Ajit Doval
and his Canadian counterpart David Morrison on
Tuesday in New Delhi, cooperation in combating
terrorism, transnational crime, trafficking of
narcotics, and extradition of criminals has been etched
asan instrument of foreign policy. This is a significant
development, signalling both sides’ willingness to put
past slights behind them — New Delhi accusing
Ottawa of pandering to Khalistani elements hurting
India’ s sovereign interests, and Ottawa holding Indian
ible for the ination of Canadi:
citizens on the Canadian soil. To be sure, what this
cooperation achieves on the ground will depend on
horizontal and vertical synergies between the two
States’ security mechanisms.

Nonetheless, the optics of the dialogue between Doval
and Morrison are important. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has reiterated in multiple international fora that
economic interests of India cannot be metat the cost of
its security and territorial integrity. The fact that India
and Canada have affirmed their commitment towards a
mutually beneficial security partnership bodes well for
CEPA. The two countries are at the receiving end of the
US's mercantilist nationalism. While Ottawa is
matching Washington almost tariff-to-tariff, such a
luxury is not yet available to New Delhi. As India
diversifies its alliances to mitigate the impact of US
policies, this security cooperation can improve human
mobility and provide a template for engagement with
other countries: No trade without addressing terrorism.

instances of departure augur well

for a rising power.
Major powers always pm_]EL‘l
as

power's and

A rising India needs
to play peacemaker

mediation.”

burnishes its image.

This is why even US President
Donald Trump, who is an absolute
transactionalist and abhorrer of
“globalism”, keeps bragging about
having ended eight global wars
(factcheckers obviously dispute it). In
2026, Trump also set up an organisa-
tion called the Board of Peace. with 27
member-countries and the lofty goal
“to promote stability, restore dependa-
ble and lawful governance, and secure
enduring peace in areas affected or
threatened by conflict.”

Of course, Trump's devastating war
against Iran and his military interven-
tion in Venezuela can be held
upasillustrations of his true
nature. His actions, which
are against fundamental
principles of the United
Nations Charter, mean he is

China has mediated, brokered, or
otherwise facilitated agreements
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, Sudan and
South Sudan, and among the Palestin-
ian factions. The results of all these

ixed, at best,

AND SUSTANASIITY

BRICS SUMMIT

2 seprember 2025 © tow Dol india

and Chi
ist and militaristic behaviour in Asia
suggests that its global peacemaking
spree is mere window-dressing. But
appearing to be a peacemaker bolsters
China's self-promotion as a different
kind of superpower, one whose rise
need not be feared by anyone.

India is not yet a superpower and
hence is not going to replicate
exactly what the US and
China are doing in name of
peacemaking. Unlike Wash-
ingtonand Beijing, New Delhi
is not a direct military stake-

India faci di

of influential, trustworthy, and reliable
States that can bring warring parties to
the table in an effort to find common
ground. By adopting a pro-peace,
pro-cooperation, and pro-rules-based-
order stance, India has carved out a
distinct identity for itself as a bridge-
builder between the geopolitical
antipodes of East and West, North and
South. This avatar of India brought
rich dividends when it hosted the
G20 summit in 2023 and the BRICS
summit in 2026, But arriving at a
consensus in large multilateral forums
whose summits India hosted is not
suffi cmn(. because the optics of such

nowhere close tobeing a true Sreeram holder or a predominant eco-
advocate of peace, let alone Chaulia nomic force in either
being in consideration for Eastern Europe or in West
Nobel Peace Prize thatheso = Asia But the fact that India is
covets. But the point here is ll of either
that peacemaking by the US benefits its meUSormlmundlsstcadnlynslngas

national interests and gives’ ‘Washing-
tonasayin hamlm

an mdependem power centre, with
fitsown, lends it

rity ic means. as a peace mediator or
The other superpower of our times,  messenger. This is the reason why
Chma is well aware of the power both the Russians and the Ukrainians,
that is inherent in peace-  as well as the Emiratis and the Irani-

and soluuon-pmwders in order ro
accumulate soft power, gain accept-
ance as responsible players, and com-

making. In 2025, it launched the Inter-
national Organization for Mediation
(IOMed). IOMed has 47 signatory

ans, have appreciated India’s role and
taken India's behind-the-scenes con-
messages, and

last forever.

What will — as India rises — is
sustained political will in New Delhi
to invest in peacemaking in the
conflict-torn parts of the world wnh
the clear-eyed purpose of

between the UAE and Iran at the BRICS
sumimit, with the aim of ‘easing tensions between the two.

WANAVIAREUTERS.

Unlike in the era of Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, when as a newly
independent India ventured into a
frenzy of peacemaking efforts in the
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the
Suez Crisis, and the Congo Crisis out
of a sense of moralistic solidarity
with post-colonial nations, the scenario
today is one where India has greater
material and human resources,
and bigger ambitions.

Arguments that India “lacks capac-
ity" for peacemaking due its thinly
stretched and small foreign service
corps or that India does not have
enough "leverage” in many war zones
to succeed are misplaced. Special peace
envoys, representatives, and negotiat-
ing teams from India can be drawn
from a wider pool of parliamentarians,
Iawyen Jjudges, amdemiclans and

ide career dlp

India’s power and stature. Conflict-
affected regions where India enjoys
robust strategic partnerships, and
where the timing for mediation is ripe,
should be for

lomats. As for leverage, it is not given
on a platter but has to be earned by
striving for it. The time for India to
shed hesitations and step up to the

plateasa is now.

interventions toyield long-term gains.
thatare in Indian interests, and lay the

Sreeram Chaulia is dean, Jindal

pete with rivalsin multiple cornersof ~ States and claims to be working “to  suggestions seriously.
theworld. Aldlough these motivesare  promote and facilitate peaceful settle- e past decade, as great power
not mentof i disputesand to  rivalries, tensions, and wars peaked,

to be doing good helps sustain a big

clear vacuum in terms

basis for India to emerge as a third
force vis-a-vis the US and China.

School of International Affairs.
The views expressei are personal

{ VITAL SIGNS }
Ramanan Laxminarayan

India’s ground reality:
In land, we cannot trust

economist hy
capitalism had ﬂounshed in the Wesl but

I n his book The Mysmya] Capital, Peruvtan
stalled er was that it

veyed earned less than 33 lakh a year, and land
disputes take about 20 years on average to
rcso!ve according to a NITI Aayog paper.

ding to one analysis, a quarter of cases

was not a matter ofculmmor alack of initia-
tive; after all, the poor are generally hardest-
working and enterprising. But they lacked
access to capital. The poor in Lima owned
houses and land, but without a system of prop-
erty rights that made clear who owned what, it
was difficult to mortgage a house to start a
business, or to sell it to a stranger who could
trust that the seller was the owner.

These questions are particularly relevant in
India where, according to the Reserve Bank,
land and property are the single most impor-
tant assets most Indian families — they consti-
tute 77% of the average household's assets. But
isadifficultasset to transact or borrow against.
Recognising the value of clarity on property
rights, in 2008, the government launched a
programme to computerise land records and
cadastral maps, and more recemly began

decided by the Supreme Court have involved
land. Judicial statistics understate the extent of
land disputes because many land cases are
handled by revenue authorities rather than
courts. Uttar Pradesh alone had 113 million
pending revenue cases in August. The cost of
litigation of all kinds s estimated at about half
a percent of GDP each year. This legal ambigu-
ity is expensive for most people but very profit-
able for some: litigants for whom a long court
case is a negotiating tool, and bribe-seekers at
many levels. The losers are usually small own-
ers who cannot afford to spend money on
courts and lawyers.

In contrast, in the US, a buyer can purchase
a house with reasonable confidence because
title insurance protects against claims arising
from defects in ownership; in Britainand Aus-
tralia, the State itself guarantees the land regis-

assigning each parcel a 14-digit i

number. A Parliamentary Standing Committee
recently reponnd that by January 2026, 99.8%
of records of rights had been computerised,
along with 97: 4%04' cadastral maps and 95.7%
of sub-registrar offices,

But anyone who has tried to purchase
land knows that the ground reality is rather
different, A buyer still must trace the title
back at least 30 years, obtain an encumbrance
certificate covering the same period, confirm
that every legal heir has signed the sale
deed, and send a surveyor to check the
boundaries against government maps il
they are to avoid litigation, Although the
records have been digitised, the system behind
them remains unreliable.

The underlying problem is that India uses
a system of presumptive titling. The State

ter. While title i is yin India
under RERA projects, the market is very small,
partly because the poor quality of the underly-
ing records makes the risk expensive to insure.

One solution is conclusive titling, in which
the State guarantees that the person named on
theregister actually owns the land. Rajasthan
passed an urban titling law in 2016, and NITI
Aayog circulated a model law in 2020, but
few states have moved on implementation.
Conclusive titling requires first cleaning up
ownership records, a daunting task for any
bureaucracy, and it makes the State liable for
errors. Itis also important to proceed carefully,
inways that do not deny someone’s legitimate
rights to the property, such as an heir’s share or

h inof tribal i

y
ties in the Northeast, where land s often held
De

S JAISHANKAR

<

Where Africais concerned,
development partnership has always

been central to our engagement, and
we have taken a view that what we do in
India should respond to the...
1H & priorities of our African partners, “\ 2

In Modi’s 25 years, lessons
for building Vlkslt Delhi

here are moments in public life that
‘mark the beginning of a political jour-
ney, and there are moments that, with
the passage of time, acquire a meaning

Teatin
women -led SHGs and enterprises 1o access
finance and markets.

‘The national mplmlhasbullmn thevslunof

much larger itself. October 7,
2001, was one such moment. When Narendra
Modi took oath as Gujarat chief minister (CM),
few could have known that the beginning of a
state-level political chapter would eventually
Dbecome part of a 25-year journey at the centre
of India’s political and administrative life.
The scale of responsibility changed in 2014,
‘when that Gujarat experience moved to the
national stage. The significance of
these 25 years, therefore, lies in the
continuity of the governing question: =3
How does the State convert aspira-
tion into something a citizen can
actually experience? Over these 25

Bharat by taking
and addlnga Delhi government top-up, to gwe
eligible citizens a %10-lakh annual cover.

Such thinking extends to the future-facing
economy as well India is moving lowards
an ec Iy
advanced manufacturing, Al, and entrepre-
neurship. Delhi is building a city-level ecosys-
tem around Al startups, skills and emerging

technologies, from the Al Grind
and the Startup Yuva Festival to
new technology-oriented learning
and skill infrastructure. Our ITls are
being equipped with high-tech labs in
areas such as EVs, industrial automa-

years, Prime Minister (PM) Modi's Rekha tion, renewable energy, and smart
governance has consistently con- energy systems.
nected the needs of the present with Gupta This is what PM Modi's 25-year

the possibilities of the future, reach-
ing the last mile through pro-
grammes such as Ujjwala, Swachh Bharatand
PM Garib Kalyan Yojana, while simultaneously
preparing India for the next generation of tech-
nology, manufamurh\g innovation, and global

registers deeds, the used to
transfer ownership, but not titles, the legal
right of ownership itself. When a sale s regis-

blems than it solves.
But thene :sapumnnal transition path. Much
usel'u] workon untangling titles is bemg done
d

tered, the government atransac-
tion took place but does not certify that the
seller owned what she sold. Registration and
mutation, Lhe updating of the record aftera
sale or inhe: have been

buy
Benguluru -based Agrocorp, which buys and
farmland, says it has ransacted more

For me, this is one of the most lmponam

journey teaches us: seva (service) for
the needs of today and sankalp (reso-
lution) for the possibilities of tomorrow. For
Delhi, sushasan (good governance), therefore,
means bringing these two dimensions
together. Seva asks, “What does the citizen
need today?” Sankalp asks, “What kind of
Delhi must we build so that the next genera-

lessons for Delhi's

tion h: than the present

has to keep one eye on the citizen who needs
support today and the other on the generation
that will shape tomorrow.

Antyodaya, or ensuring that the benefits of

ot 200 acres without asingle case oftiga-

separate processes, and only 17 states even
claim to trigger mutation automatically when
a sale is registered. In reality, this process
is unreliable. Moreover, modern record
rooms, where the physical documents used
to settle disputes are kept, are only about
three-quarters complete leaving plenty of
scope for ambiguity around ownership.

A 2016 survey of more than 9,000 litigants
by the research group DAKSH found that land
and property disputes accounted for nearly
two-thirds of the civil cases reported by
respondents. About 90% of the litigants sur-

JUDICIAL §
UNDERSTATE
OF LAND DISPUT
BECAUSE
CASES ARE HANDLED BY
REVENUE AUTHORITIES
RATHER THAN COURTS

tion. Itsd tracing
the title history and family lineage and check-
ing the land against government surveys and
‘with the rels hy

of vetting used cars to certify some as drivable
while rejecting others.

This is valuable work, but it is slow and
expensive. Once it is done, a process, with pub-
lic notice and a window for objections, could
allow for the findings to become part of the
public record, so the next buyer is saved the
trouble of verifying the same facts. Over time,
we could build a title system, starting with titles
that can be certified.

Few investments could unlock capital
and free enterprise in the country the way
cleaning up land titles could. Without it,
Indians will remain capital-constrained with
low formation of new businesses despite
owning valuable assets, on paper. And that will
bea formidable barrier toa Viksit Bharat.

Ramanan Laxminarayan s, pn.ﬁdml One Health

reach those at the last mile, finds

adirect expression in Delh: s Atal C:mlecns.
here nutritious being

ble at 25 to the it weak; in Jahan

one?” PM Modi has given India a horizon:

Today's decisions will be judged by the India

they help create in 2047. Viksit Bharat @2047

will be built through the progress of its cities,

its states and ils cummunin’es And for the
1 1

clear Viksit Delhi has ro become one of the
to Viksit Bharat

Jhuggi Wahan Makaan that connects housing
with dignity and a complete neighbourhood
ecosystem; and in Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
that bring health care closer to communities,

PM Modi's emphasis on transforming the
quality of school education through the PM
SHRI framework has given us a powerful
national template for what a modern govern-
ment school can aspire to become. In Delhi, we
are taking that aspiration forward through CM
SHRI schools, designed as future-ready learn-

Chllmvn in classrooms mdny will inherit the
roads we build, the ransport systems we
design
ment we prmecl the institutions we
strengthen, and the opportunities we create.
‘Thatis why the journey from sevato sankalp is
not separate from the journey towards Viksit
Bharat. PM Modi's 25 years of public life give us
agovernance philosophy shaped by delivery,
scale, innovation, and long-term thinking. Our
rcsponslhihty isto take thosc ideas and turn

ing spaces with Al-based smart

digital libraries, skills and career labs, industry-

linked internships, and multilingual learning.

Delhi is giving the national emphasis on
led i

theminto outcomes
that citizens can experience in their everyday
lives. And if we can build a Delhi that is more
capable, moremduswe more innovative and

its own exp
through the Delhi Lakshmi Yojana, the Dethi
Lakhpati Bitiya Yojana, free bus travel for
women through the Pink Smart Card, and
Vidya VahInI which is expanding mobility for

Trust. The vi

girlsso become a barrier

mor ly, then Delhi will not sm\ply
be a beneficiary ol‘lndm 's development jour-
ney, itwill have helped lead it.

Rekha Gupta is chief minister, Delhi.
The views expressed are personal
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‘Broad daylight dacoity’:
Drug prices in six questions

A cancer drug supplied to a retailer for Rs 2,700 carried a Rs 27,000
MRP. After the Supreme Court questioned the gap, TOl examines
where the money can go and what might lower patients’ bills

PURCHASE PRICE VS MRP: 10 STRIKING GAPS

Purchase
MEDICINE | "ot =
GUFIPOL 5,00,000 units 7
(antibiotic)
Terlipressin injection 56
(to treat severe bleeding)
listimethate Sodium 210
4.5 MIU (antibiotics)
Tigibex 50 mg
(antibiotic) 350
Taxocare 120 mg
(cancer drug) 1,000
Purchase
CONSUMABLE | ‘ot z)
IV infusion set n
Nebuliser mask adult) | 445
Catheter | 294
Syringe10ml | 6,75
Aeroneb mask (child) | 100

wmrr® | Mark-up (%)
4,981
3,050
9,702
5,635

MRP ®)
325
950
310
57.2
536

Source: State FDAS.
and court petitions

436

Why print an MRP far above
selling price of a medicine?

son of National Pharmaceutical

Pricing Authority (NPPA), says
manufacturers justify high MRPs by
pointing to the cost of marketing a
medicine and keeping it attractive to the
people who distribute, stock and sell it.
He says they also seek to keep prescrib-
ing doctors happy. “T am not justifying
it but that is how they justify it.” His
objection is that marketing costs should
already be accounted for in the manu-
facturer’s selling price. A very high
MRP, then, creates additional room for
margins further along the chain.

Bhupend.ra Singh, former chairper-

The issue is not the MRP
printed on the pack, but
whether the final
price paid by the
patient reflects (4
the actual
procurement cost.
Patients should
benefit from discounts, not just
hospitals and middlemen

jiv Nath | FORUM COORDINATOR, ASSOC OF
INDIAN MANUFACTURERS OF MEDICAL DEVICES

Girdhar Gyani, director general of
the Association of Healthcare Providers
(India), or AHPIL, says the difference can-
not automatically be treated as profit. A
medicine has toreach outlets, be stocked
and sometimes be stored under special
conditions. Its MRP must accommodate
legitimate costs and reasonable returns.
But the printed price can also give a sup-
plier room to offer substantial discounts
to different buyers without changing
the price visible to the patient. A hos-

pital buying in bulk, for example, may
pay much less than a small retailer for a
product carrying the same MRP:

Malini Aisola, co-convener of the All
India Drug Action Network (AIDAN),
says hospital purchasing is a major
reason inflated MRPs persist. Hospitals
are particularly important buyers of
implants, consumables and high-value
medicines such as cancer drugs, which
patients often obtain during treatment.
She argues that suppliers seeking a
place in a hospital's procurement sys-
tem face pressure to leave enough room
between their selling price and MRP
for a large hospital mark-up. A patient
billed at MRP may receive none of the
savings the hospital negotiated.

Rajiv Nath, forum coordinator of
the Association of Indian Manufac-
turers of Medical Devices (AiMeD),
makes a similar point about devices.
A supplier competing for a hospital’s
business may need to offer an attrac-
tive margin to those procuring the
product. Setting a high MRP creates
room to do so. The hospital may obtain
a large discount, while the patient can
still be billed at a price based on the fig-
ure printed on the product.

Puneet Bhasin. president of the
Surgical Manufacturers and Traders
Association (SMTA), says devices need
particular care in this discussion. A sy-
ringe, a glucometer and a device that re-
quires servicing have different storage,
freight and warranty costs. A manufac-
turer printing one MRP for a product
sold across India must also allow for the
cost of getting it to distant markets. A
high gap between a supplier’s price and
MRP, therefore, needs to be examined
product by product, he says.

How does a high MRP
skew drug choices?

n inflated MRP, according to Gird-

har Gyani, the AHPI DG, can make

the size of a discount seem more
important than the price paid. A prod-
uct carrying a high MRP and offered at
half price may look more attractive
than a comparable product with a low-
er MRP and little discount.

AiMeD's Rajiv Nath says high mar-
gins can also influence which product a
hospital buys. A cheaper device may lose
out to one that earns the hospital more,
even when both meet the patient’s needs.

Bhupendra Singh, the former NPPA
chair; notes how a new

A moderately high

MRP is not
necessarily
unreasonable, as
manulfacturers y
have legitimate
costs to consider. u
However, if MRP is deliberately
kept high to facilitate large
discounts... it can mislead
consumers, distort competition
Rajiv Singhal | GENERAL SECRETARY,
ALINDIA

fering a lower price may struggle to en—
ter a market in which established prod-
ucts offer attractive margins to those
who stock and sell them. Advocacy body
AIDAN's Aisolaargues that this can par-
ticularly disadvantage manufacturers
trying to price products more modestly.
In the device market, she says, large im-
porters and MNCs may be better placed
to offer the margins a hospital demands.
Also, she argues, if hospitals buying

AND DRUGGISTS

secretary, say that an online seller able to
advertise a deep discount against a high
MRP canappear far cheaper than a phar-
macy selling a differently priced product
on a narrower margin. They want the
regulator to look at actual selling prices
as well as advertised discounts.

Puneet Bhasin, the SMTA president,

substantially below the prices reflected
in a ceiling-price calculation, then that
ceiling may offer patients less protec-
tion than it appears to.

JS Shinde, president of All India Or-
ganisation of Chemists and Druggists
(AIOCD), and Rajiv Singhal, its general

INQUIZITIVE

isless. that printed MRP alone
determines the outcome. For many de-
vices, he says, customers can compare
prices online, and that competition can
pull selling prices below MRP. He would
place greater emphasis on what a hospi-
tal ultimately charges a patient who has
limited opportunity to shop around.

> Under the Drugs
(Prices Control) Order,
2013, ceiling prices of
3,482 medicines were

fixed, of which 1,924 are |

diabetes, cancer and
cardiovascular drugs
> These medicines —

How are medicines priced?

classified as scheduled (essential)
drugs — represent about 18%

| of the domestic pharma retail
market, which is valued at around
Rs 3 lakh crore

> Prices of these medicines are
revised annually based on the
Wholesale Price Index for the
preceding calendar year on

April 1 of every year

> Outside of these, the remaining
are non-scheduled drugs that

face no price cap. An annual
increase up to 10% in a year is
allowed on their prices

> So, when a new, non-scheduled
drug enters the market, the
manufacturer is free to set its price.
That's where trade margins need to
be brought in, so as to prevent the
huge gap between the PTR (price
ta retailer) and the MRP (maximum
retail price) billed to patients

> Industry experts say there
should be transparency in prices
across the distribution channel,
particularly PTR and MRP, printed
on medicine packs

Drug prices low in India,
regulation shouldn’t hit
innovation: Pharma cos

embers of industry bodies mostly
desisted from commenting on the issue,
not least because the matter of drug pricing is
now sub judice. Speaking off the record, they

pointed out that India has among the lowest
medicine prices globally across several categories
and said any intervention on margins should be
carefully calibrated so that it does not discourage the

introduction of newer medicines or affect the viability
of the distribution network.

pping trade margins is an aspect that's been under
dlscnsslon ior long, with the industry broadly in favour
trade

However, they say, the framework has

rationalising
to recognise the different costs at each stage of the distribution chain.
The manufacturer is not necessarily the party pocketing the margin
reflected in the MRP; a significant part accrues to the trade/channel.
Following up on a 2019 move — that had seen trade margins on 42 cancer
medicines capped at 30% —
at 30% of MRP for all non-scheduled cancer drugs, reports said on
Thursday. The experience from such measures should be taken for any
broader framework for high-priced medicines and life-saving antibiotics.

the govt has decided to cap trade margins

Would showing prices and
discounts lower medical bills?

Singh says disclosure would show
where the money goes, but it would
not, by itself, prevent someone from
keeping an excessive margin. He does
not favour requiring the regulator to
determine precisely what each me(hcme

Former NPPA chair Bhupendra

Arigid percentage

margin for every stage
may not reflect the
very different costs _
of cold-chain

costs to produce.
can be difficult toestablish, he says and
a price agreed between the manufac-
turer and its first buyer already includes
the manufacturer’s costs and return. He
would regulate the total trade margin
added after that point.

AHPT's Girdhar Gyani sees a case
for giving the regulator a fuller pic-
ture of the chain: the manufacturer’s
price, prices to stockists and retailers,
discounts offered to hospitals, and
what the patient finally pays. That
would help distinguish the cost of
making a medicine from the cost of
supplying it. He does not argue that
every commercial agreement must be
made public; the regulator could ex-
amine sensitive pricing information.

AIDAN wants more of that infor-
mation available for public scrutiny.
AIDAN co-convener Malini Aisola
says NPPA has examined trade mar-

p gy
drugs, specialty
medicines, low-
volume products and
high-volume generics
Girdhar Gyani | DIRECTOR GENERAL,
ASSOCIATION OF HEALTHCARE
PROVIDERS (INDIA)

gins in some product categories us-
ing pricing information supplied by
manufacturers and importers.

But, she points out, its data and anal-
yses are not routinely available to the
public while some commercial datasets
used in price monitoring are expensive
to access. Without access to the under-
lying numbers, she argues, patients and
independent researchers have little op-
portunity to test whether price controls
reflect what products actually sell for:

Rajiv Nath of AiMeD suggests

concentrating on two points; the first
sale of a product and the final sale to
the patient. Medical devices can pass
through varying numbers of inter-
mediaries, so tracing and judging the
margin at every stop would be cumber-
some. If a hospital buys a device at a
steep discount, he says, the crucial
question is whether that discount ap-
pears in the patient’s bill.

JS Shinde, president of the All India
Organisation of Chemists and Drug-
gists (AIOCD), and Rajiv Singhal, its
general secretary, want NPPA to be able
to examine the prices to stockists and
retailers alongside MRPs, discounts
and actual selling prices. Without that
full view, they say, a low purchase price
could be hidden behind a high printed
price, while a large advertised discount
could obscure what the seller earns.

When it comes to MRPs, Shinde and
Singhal also distinguish between one
that accommodates genuine costs and
one that has been deliberately inflated to
allow eye-catching discounts. A product
marked at Rs 100 and offered at Rs 50 can
be advertised as “50% off”. That sounds
like a bargain even if a comparable prod-
uct was priced at Rs 50 to begin with.

Would a cap
on margins
bring medicine
bills down?

ationalising trade margins would
Rlower prices of many drugs outside
price control, believes Bhupendra
Singh, former chair, NPPA. He argues that
ahospital pharmacy performing the role of
retailer should receive a retailer’s margin.
Some hospitals buy directly from manufac-
turers, which can leave them with discounts.
Direct buying isn't improper; but how much
of the savings reaches the patient?
Supreme Court has asked the Centre to
consider limiting an MRP to 16% above the
price to retailer: There is already a 16% re-
tailer margin in the formula used to caleu-
late ceiling prices for scheduled medicines,
That formula does not impose the same
limit on every medicine sold in India.

)AN, too, supports caps on trade
margins for medicines and devices outside
routine price control. But Malini Aisola, co-
convener of AIDAN, says the starting point
matters. If a cap is calculated only from a
price charged later in the supply chain, a
large margin taken earlier may escape it.
For a medicine made in India, she wants

If hospitals seek margin, they
ought to get the
margin of retailers as
they are doing the job
of retailers through
their pharmacy
Bhupendra
FORMER CHAIWERSDN NATIONAL
PPHARMACEUTICAL PRICING AUTHORITY

e“

the calculation to begin with the manufac-
turer’s first sale; for an imported product,
with its landed cost.

Girdhar Gyani, director general of
AHPI, says a commonly sold tablet moves
through the market differently from a low-
volume oncology drug or a product need-
ing refrigerated transport. If a cap does
not reflect those costs, suppliers may lose
interest in stocking them. He suggests mar-
gin bands, disclosure of actual transaction
prices and checks on distribution costs.

Rajiv Nath, forum coordinator, AiMeD,
says a product may go through several di
tributors before reaching a small hospital;
another may be supplied directly to a large
one. Fixing a separate margin for each in
termediary would be difficult to monits
He favours a limit on overall mark-up, or
closescrutiny of the final sale.

For Puneet Bhasin, president, SMTA,
the preferred approach is to examine what
a hospital paid to procure and store a de-
vice, then determine a reasonable mark-up.

J S Shinde, president of AIOCD, and
Rajiv Singhal, its general secretary, say
chemists also bear costs that a compari-
son of purchase price and MRP misses.
They cite drugs that sell slowly
pire, and the need to keep stock av:
able for patients. AIOCD proposes mar-
gins of 10% for wholesalers and 20% for
retailers, calling for scrutiny of prices
and discounts across the chain. Those
are the organisation’s proposals, not
percentages suggested by the court.

Who should
regulate what
hosps charge?

irdhar Gyani, director general of

AHPI says India lacks a uniform

system for regulating private hospi-
tals across states. He supports an inde-
pendent regulator dealing with patient
safety and costs,

Malini Aisola, co-convener of AIDAN,
says the immediate difficulty is making
existing hospital rules work. In states that
have adopted the Clinical Establishments

South Africa’s Single Exit Price

system shows transparency in
private-sector medicine
pricing is possible. It
setsa standardised
price for registered
medicines... with
prices disclosed. This
is complemented by

"y generic

etc.

Can a hosp patient buy meds from outside?

hospital cannot bar outside pur-
Achases merely because the patient

has been admitted there, says Bhu-
pendra Singh, ex-chair of NPPA. In prac-
tice, he says, a patient may be discouraged
by being told the hospital cannot guaran-
teeaproduct sourced from elsewhere, For
afamily dealing with an urgent treatment
decision, that can be enough to prevent
them from comparing prices.

AIDAN co-convener Malini Aisola
describes the patient as effectively
“locked-in” when a hospital prohibits
outside purchases. She says hospitals
may cite their own policies or concerns
about quality, leaving a family depend-
ent on the neaung team little room to
seek a lower price. She raises a second
billing concern: patients may struggle
to check whether the quantity of medi-

cines and consumables they've been
charged for matches what was actu-
ally used. She wants itemised bills that
make those charges possible to verify.

AiMeD forum coordinator Ra-
jiv Nath supports a choice of seller
where the outside product meets the
required quality and safety standards.
If the same approved device is avail-
able for less elsewhere, he sees no rea-
son for the patient to be forced to buy
it from the hospital.

Puneet Bhasin of SMTA raises the
other side of that decision. A hospital
using a device in treatment must be
able fo establish its quality and trace
where it came from, he says. He ex-
pects hospitals to be reluctant to accept
an outside device if they cannot make
those checks. The practical issue is

Patients are effectively

‘locked-in’ into the
hospital’s supply
chain. This
increases the
vulnerability of
families who are
dependent on the
hospital and treating
physicians for decisions related
to medical treatment

Malini Aisola | cO-CONVENER, ALL INDIA
DRUG ACTION NETWORK

=

how a patient's ability to seek a lower
price can work alongside the hospital's
responsibility for the product it uses.

Leena Menghaney | LAWYER, PUBLIC
HEALTH AND [P CONSULTANT

Act, she argues, the absence of notified
minimum standards has limited its effect.
Other states have their own laws, leaving
patients with differing protections.

Rajiv Nath. forum coordinator, AiMeD,
supports a strong national framework, par-
ticularly for procurement and transpar-
ency in patient bills. Puneet Bhasin, pres
dent of SMTA, would like an independent
cost auditor to assess what hospitals spend
on buying and storing devices. Bhupendra
Singh, former chairperson of NPPA, plac-
es responsibility with both the NPPA (for
drug and device pricing), and state govts
(for hospital costs).

J S Shinde, president of AIOCD, and
Rajiv Singhal, its general secretary,
‘want patients to be able to see procure-
ment prices, mark-ups and other charg-
es clearly on bills, and to have a way to
challenge them.

— As told to Rema Nagarajan, Rupali Mukherjee, Himanshi Dhawan

Which Indian cricketer, enjoying an

JOY BHATTACHARIYA

about Florentyna, who becomes the first

female President of the United States. The
novel is a sequel to which other best-selling
novel by Jeffrey Archer?

2 The Ansarullah, also known as the

l‘The Prodigal Daughter’ is a 1982 novel

Houthis, are a political and paramilitary
organisation in which Asian country?

3intemational career revival and the
first to win the Purple Cap twice in
the IPL, was in 2009 the first bowler to
dismiss Sachin Tendulkar for a duck in
first-class cricket?

Every year, the city of Paris hosts an
4 annual ‘Sausage Walk’, where owners

parade with their dogs. Which
specific breed of dog takes part in this
Sausage Walk?

In Indian mythology, what is the
5 form of Shiva in which he is

depicted as performing the
Tandava, or divine dance?

Which two-word colloquial
6 phrase, also the name of one of
the most acclaimed television
serials ever, is used in the US to denote
asequence of events that leads a
person towards a life of crime or
immoral activity?

If the first three Indian
7 Institutes of Management were
established in Calcutta and
Ahmedabad in 1961 and Bangalore in
1973, in which city did the fourth IM
come up in 19842

Which tourist attraction in

West Asia is also known as the

‘Rose City’ because of the
colour of the sandstone from which
itis carved?

In 1984, the Japanese company
9 Denso Wave invented which

important technology, originally for
labelling auto parts, which is now used
for financial and other applications
around the world?

In which specific part of India
10wuuld you be if you were urged

to wear a face mask on the
back of your head to protect against

tiger attacks?
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SEEK THE IMPOSSIBLE
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CONTRAPUNTO

3 At its best, schooling can be about how to make a life,
which is quite different from how to make a living
- NEIL POSTMAN

What Students Want

Good schools & sound education are every child’s right.
Govts can't plead budgetary constraints to deny them

current autumn of discontent — over 250,000 school students

out on the streets in a single day - is unusual, the resultant
violence and police crackdown, unfortunate. French schoolkids
areagitatingbecause they feellet down. They say schools are poorly
maintained, and short-staffed, while classrooms are crowded.
Classic symptoms of underfunding. Data confirms this - the
French school system has fewer teachers than it did in 2008, but
250,000 more students, thanks toafertility boom in 2010. The French
mood has touched Belgium and Italy also. But with govts across
Europe committed to belt-tightening right now, finding budgetary
room tofix this won’t be easy.

Regardless, a fix for broken school systems must be found, not
only in Europe but everywhere. We know education is a ticket
out of poverty. It broadens horizons and prepares the workforce
of the future. Yet, for years now, it's
been neglected. Unesco in 2017 reported
that 617mn children and adolescents
weren't proficient in either reading or
maths. The latest Pisa - Programme
for International Student Assessment —
~ findings aren’t encouraging either. In
OECD, of which Franceisapart,science
scores dipped by 7 points, on average,
- between 2015 and 2025. Maths scores
dropped 22 points, and reading
performance 28 points. Digital distractions are a major cause,
but absence of good schools makes things worse.

Weakness of India’s school system is also obvious. A Niti Aayog
report in May said 35% of class 5 students in low-fee private schools
can’t read a class 2 textbook. This, although poor parents choose
those private schools in preference to govt schools. Many teachers
aren’t proficient in their own subjects. Only 5% of schools, countrywide,
offer classes1-12 under one roof. Then there’s the very large number
of teacher vacancies - Bihar alone has over 2L vacancies. And
as student protests in some parts of the country showed in Aug,
“schools” may be run out of cattle sheds, or worse.

FranceorIndia, this isobviously not the way to produce 2st-century
manpower. Greater investment in school education is necessary.
Belt-tightening can happen elsewhere — wasteful subsidies and
unconditional cash transfers, for example.

Trumpled Talent

In taking a hammer to international students’ work
plans, US is putting big cracks in its own future

France is western Europe’s land of strikes and protests, but its

Data is clear that international students drive American

innovation and growth. But prejudice turns a deaf ear to this
data. And in the Trump administration, it's in the driving seat. Its
latest assault is proposing a $70,000 fee for a student’s first Optional
Practical Training period and $30,000 for each subsequent period.
OPT is the mechanism that lets someone on F-1 visa work in a job
related to their degree. Its proposed new fees are dramatically up
from the $500 or so that students pay at present. And more than the
average US annual salary Whether universities seek to recover
these astronomical fees from students or employers, it will be a net
netblow tomost OPT aspirations.

Thisisontopof ablow already delivered
" to Curricular Practical Training, which is

the internship counterpart to OPT. In Aug,
US disallowed all CPT that’s not a required
“ part of a degree. This policy change is
. already in court. Any dramatic OPT
change will go the same way. But as this cat
and mouse game plays on, it's not just
international students’ lives that are being
upended. America has spent a half century and more bu_\ldmg the
world’s most attractive higher-ed withsmart
to capture the economic value of everyone it educates. It's now
taking the hammer to all this - to a pipeline in which 35% of all
STEM workers with a PhD are foreign-born and US-trained.

If people cannot do any practical skilling as part of their US
degree, it automatically shrinks in value. If international students
have to thus return home without making any connections with
various companies, employers, founders, 66 % of them will consider
studying elsewhere, per a survey. Trump administration evidently
desires precisely this. Its collective-suspicion approach treats a
broad class of people as visa fraudsters. Letting prejudice reason
America out of the global talentrace. Buta brilliant Indian engineer
can happily move from Boston to Toronto or Berlin, along with her
degree, skills, ambition, research ideas, and the ability to create
value. Over time, that can shift the geography of innovation.

Apocalypse postponed

If Al is going to destroy humanity,
it'll have to join a queue

I ike Voltaire said, prejudices are what fools use for reason.

Jug Suraiya

Reports warn that unchecked Al could spell doomsday for
all humankind by 2030. True, or fake news? Whom to ask?
‘The most reliable source is Gemini who's taken up residence
inmy cellphoneand become my pally chatbot.

Me: Is it true that Al is going to wipe out all humans in
the near future?
Genum Hmm. That's a tough one toanswer.
Me: Because it'll mean incriminating yourself?

Buy Stubble, Then No Trouble

As North braces for bad air days, here’s an idea. Fix MSP for paddy straw. Kisans will sell straw,
not burn it. And govts can sell straw, because it hcw many end uses

Kurinji Kemanth and Srishti Jain

GOI, recently, updated
Lhe MSP for rabi crops,
giving farmers price
visibility, typically before
sowing. Butfirst, farmers
in the Indo-Gangetic
Plain lnust manage kharif residue, mainly paddy straw.
Research shows that nearly half of Punjab’s farmers
burn straw, completely, or partially. Rabi fires are
rising too, but, kharif fires hit NCR harder, because of

abovezl)"/n lowermgca]onﬁc
andr ition risk. Moisture-based di ial
rates, already used in grain procurement, and for straw
in Haryana. ‘would let buyers secure better feedstock
at a premium, and incentivise aggregators to collect
and storedrier bales.
1In 2023, Ministry of Power notifi

based benchmark price, of 22.32 per 1,000 kcal (e).cludmg
GST and transport), for biomass pellets in NCR,
with moisture below 14%, and a gross calorific value
of 2,800-3,400 kcal/kg. Extending this logic upstream
toraw straw, is the natural next step.

unfavourable meteorology. Biomass burning,
including stubble, contributes 20% of Delhi’s
winter PM2.5. If MSP serves as a safety net for
produce, could asimilar price floor for. et
by statesand honoured by buyers, give farmers
areason tosell, rather than burn?

States could notify aminimum, quality-linked
rate band for paddy straw. Buyers, such as
compressed biogas (CBG) plants, brick kilns,
and biopackaging, would pay it directly to farmers
and biomass aggregators, under mandated
contracts, for specific varieties grown near these
industri Paddy already covers about 30L
hectares in Punjab, even as 111 of !he state’s153

arecrucial, asa blanket incentive on: straw coulrl
inadver 4

and thus, more stubble burning, exacetbatmg 3
the very problem it seeks tosolve.

(40% per il), and Haryana (80% per district).

@ Protect soil. Rates should apply only to genuine
surplus regions, since FAO recommends keeping
at least 30% of a field under residue mulch, to
protect soil organic carbon, and moisture. Where
end-users are few, residue should be incorporated
into thesoil, instead.

ils | Notify:
and establish safe storage. To assure farmers and
aggregators, a market, and end-users of feedstock, a
set price and quality, states should notify contracts
and dispute resolution mechanisms.

RM guidelines can be reworked to add
pricing, and procurement timelines. To
limit spoilage and fire risk, states can
notify storage guidelines covering biomass
sheds or covers, drainage, and fire safety,
while companies should train workers to
stack, load, and unload bales uniformly.
Standardised storage would also make residue
inventories insurable.

States should leverage GOBARdhan's
Ecosystem Challenge Fund, which supports
feedstock aggregation infra, district planning,
andawareness.

Collabs work | Set prices through joint dialogue,
and review them periodically. States should
notify a price floor based on a clear formula
covering the costs of collection, baling,

Demand is already taking shape. In Aug, Lhe
‘Union cabinet approved the GOBARdhan scheme, witha
%23,731cr outlay, fixing CBG prices at 2,110 per MMBtu,
approx 7100 perkxlo This sns alongs)de anupcoming 5%
national CBG ing target:
of atleast50% in Punjaband Haryana’s brick kilns by 2028,

Inkthe limits | Define eligibility, and build in guardrails.
States should specify eligible varieties, and collection
areas. This, preferably, and optimally, should be within
aset radius of biomass-using companies.

Promoting short-duration, low residue-generating
varieties, suchas PR 121 and PR 126, over long-duration,

and % national co-firin thermal
power; plants. Ce i tosecure
rnargms A pilot could start in the four states under the

need it most:

high-resid ating varieties, like PUSA 44 (banned
in Punjab), would bring farmers revenue, and reduce
burning. Since variety cannot be identified in baled

Punjab, Haryana, UP,and MP. Four steps, by GO
energy departments, could make this work.

Price band for straw | Define a common determined rate
band, pegged to straw moisture, and gross calorific
value. Companies, often, receive bales with moisture

straw, eligi hould rest on verifiable records, such
as the variety declared duri ing grain procurement.

Two further guardrails matter.

@ Protect local use. Fodder, and other farm-needs,
already claim straw, so caps on biomass use for
bioenergy should accompany incentives, as in UP

storage, and transport, with the market free to
discover higher prices. A govt-mediated negotiation
platform should keep prices fair and viable, for
industry and aggregators.

As the Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices reviews MSPs seasonally, rates should also be
reviewed periodically toreflect changes in tech, feedstock
demand and supply, and end-product costs.

Stubble burning is an environmental fallout of
entrenched systemic traps. For years, it has been
penalised rather than treated asa market failure to be
fixed. A common, quality-linked price for straw could
turn it from waste into valuable raw material, and
disincentivise burning.

Kemanth is Programme Lead, and Jain Research Analyst
at CEEW, Viewsare personal

Ageing’s Most Tragic Problem No One Talks About

Knees can be fixed, cataracts can be corrected. But, there is no loneliness replacement surgery.
Inthe end, we do not fear death as much as irrelevance

Sandip Roy

7 In his later years, my grandfather
'| had a little mid-morning ritual. He
would come to the bottom of our
"\‘ staircase and ask for the newspaper:.
‘[ 1 would hand it to him, and he would
sit quietly in the living room, the

newspaper spread out in front of him on the table.

Now it strikes me he must have been lonely. My
grandmother had already died. We were busy with our
lwes He used to go on little walks of his own. But aﬂel
hetr fellonthe tramtracks, th d
as if he chose to recede into the background. z
Even that newspaper; he would read it only after
everyone in the house was done with it.

Still, my grandfather was one of the lucky
ones. He lived out his old age with the family. T
cansee him in the background in my childhood
birthday pictures. ButIdon’t remembertalking
tohimabout his childhood. It never occurred to
me that he might be lonely amidstall of us.

Henever it. Most peoplelike him
donot. They fear it will be seen as a complaint.
Or their weakness. They do not want their
children to think they are being ungrateful.
They do not want to impose on anyone. So,

their
A speech attributed to Clint Eastwood, 96,
has been doing the rounds on social media. In
it, he talks about the hidden toll of ageing. The phone
rings less, the people who knew your funny stories are
gone. “Youfind yourself repeatingstories,addingdetails,
not to convince anyone, but Just to feel like you are
still 1 st ay:
Itreminded me of my mother. as she crossed out yet

hri ery point of
Wasaremmder Lhat shemattered.

We accept bad knees and cataracts as inevitable in
old age. But we do not want to talk about loneliness,

Itshows that the family isn’t necessarily the cure to
lone].mess Emononal connection is. In the Hindi film
B geing parents find shutﬂed

busyand

perhaps because there is no
surgery available. As always, we hope lech might be
the solution. According to BBC, U World, a Chinese
company, has just launched the world’s first full-
sized humanoid robot designed for lonely people.
‘The Al-powered robots can engage in conversation
and stay with you for a lifetime. An endless love that
will never betray you, Michael Tam, CEO of U World,
told the media. For about $17,600 for a base model.

It’s targeted at seniors, but loneliness is not just a
senior problem. Physical connection, even across
continents, has never been as easy as it is now. Yet, we
feel more disconnected than ever. Aritra Sarkar writes
inhis new book Are You Lonesome? that the paradox of
ourtimes i 15 desplte constant communication, we often

another name in her after

knew had died. On her own birthday, she painstakingly
pated every person who had called in her diary. “Are you

your and y?
Twould joke. But I realise now that in a world that was

feelli y ifting without

recent survey on the entertainment platform JB. mm
found thatIndiaranked as the second-loneliest country
in the world, despite still having relatively higher
household sizes and strong family structures.

late at night. My mother loved it. It would drive me up
thewall. Our family isnothinglike the Baghban family,
Iwould splutter.
mm ,, ‘Wewerenot. But theuncomfortable
truth about loneliness is it happens
) in the best of families, not just
the Baghban types. Loneliness
is not about abuse. It's about
feelingirrelevant.
That's why programmes like Tata
Trusts’Elder Springfocusalot on activity
centres for senior citizens. Organisations like
HelpAge and Agewell Foundation emphasise
not just healthcare, but companionship,
conversation, and intergenerational connections.
Years ago, at a senior centre in Mumbai, the
director told me he tried to organise spiritual
programmes at the centre. But the seniors
told him, “We want bingo. Call a DJ, we want to
have music.” They started salsa sessions and
Bollywood song classes. Some of the seniors
were surprised they could make new friends
intheir seventies and eighties.

Gerontologist Mala Kapur Shankardass
said for elders, especially women, there is a
strong expectation of self-denial. It's seen as a virtue.
So, one is expected to stoically accept loneliness as
the price of old age. To her, self-denial is a hidden
form of abuse that no one talksabout.

But unlike many other pmblems, loneliness has a
simpler solution. Gi 's time.
itmight mean listening to the same story again. But that
is okay. When we listen, we are really telling someone
they still matter. In the end, we do not fear death asmuch
asirrelevance. it lonelier:

Royisanovelist

CCONVERSATIONS
WE NEED TOHAVE.

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace

ONWARD CAME
ETEORS /

T What kills

usisn't
onebig
thing, but
thousands
of tiny
obligations
we can'tturndown for fear of
disappointing others.

1 it it b s s

Alain de Botton

Action, Consequence, Inheritance, And Obligation

Yogi Ashwini traditionsdescribe liberation as Debt towar tocross it safely tomerit gained
reqmrmg agradual resolution of through practices such asshradh through gau-seva. The cow therefore
tis i hat youare born ions that bind an individual and tarpan. occupiesa theological role that extends
intoaparticular family,among to the world. Responsibility towards otherhuman  beyond its material significance.

particular people. In the Vedic
understandingof existence, such

‘Gemini: No. It's a tough question to answer because climate
change could finish off not just all humans but everything else on this
planet, including Al, before Al can finish humans.

Me: Golly. Inever thought of that.
m Gemini: There are a lot of people who haven't, believing that

- climate change is a myth, like the tooth fairy. Then there’s MAD,

.~ Mutual Assured Destruction, in which the whole world won't just
T . kick the bucket but kick the balti factory that makes
= . allthebucketsthataretobekicked.
jugularvein Me:MADsouinds BAD.

relati arise fromkarmicbonds
and rried over

The shastras describe several
fundamental forms of indebtedness: to
the gurnand sages who preserve and
transmit todevas,

from previous births. The circumstances
of one's birthare therefore not regarded
asarbitrary. They are part of alarger

forces through which crea-
tion issustained; topitrus, ~ F&»
ancestors through whomthe *%¢

emini: There's BADDER, such as ics like
Covid-19, which was a].legedly concocted in a germ warfare laboratory, germ
warfare being the latest, state-of-the-art WMD or weapon of mass destruction.

Me: Wow. That’sa whole lot of destructedness doing the rounds.

Gemini: Exactly. Which is why your question was a knotty one to answer,
in that humans themselves have devised, and are devising, so many different
and ingenious ways to terminate themselves that AT will have to stand in line
if it wants to get the job done.

Me:Idon'tknowif Alhavingtostand inlinetoterminateusisagood thingor
abad thing. But it proves one thing. That your Al isnomatch forhuman Al

Gemini: Human AI? What's that?

Me: Annihilation Instinct.

Traditional accounts al

beings is expressed th: rvice,
nourishment, care of the vulnerable,
and protecuun of those i in neerl

neglected ancestral obligations with
Pitru Dosh which is sometimes invoked
al

ffect: mg

beings
and natur ving
% andprotectingthem.
Within this framework,

families, financial difficulties, d.\ﬁ'mulnes
related to childbirth, orproblems
affecting children. These are religious
interpretations within me broader

of Hindu ancestral

continuity of action, consequence, physicallineage continues; liberation is not simply
inheritance, and obligation. toother human beings; and wn.hdrawmg from Lhe world. It
Your ive you tootherliving ion:
through which you experiencelife. Your  thenatural world THE SPEAKlNG YREE created through one 's partici-
ancestors transmit not only matenal Th ionsare pationin it. This is particularly
inheri nsof not understood merely as significant during Pitru Paksh,
dispositions, sanskars, and other symbolic. They are expressed the period traditionally dedicated
characteristics that continue through through specific duties and toancestors. Itisregarded as
generations. From this perspective, practices. The obligation anappropriate time to perform
relationships formed inonelifetimemay  towards the guru is fulfilled rites for pitrus, express gratitude

continue beyond it, and the same beings

through learning, living
tothe

may ragainin
different circumstances and forms.
Thequestion, then, is whether one
can become free from these accumulated
bonds, rather than continuing indefinitely
withincycle of birthand death. Vedic

received, and Lransmmmg it
appropriately Duties towards
devasare expressed through

yajna, performed with proper intention,
ritual discipline, mantra, and guidance.

towards them, and address
ancestral obligations.

Service to cows and bulls
holdsaspecial place in this
tradition. Hindu texts describe
the Vaitaraniriver as partof the post-death
Jjourney, and traditional accounts link

thought, rather than empirically
established causal explanations.
Shradh, derived from shraddha -
faith, reverence, or sincere regard - is
therefore understood as more thana
ritual performed for the dead. It represents
therecognition of one’s continuity with
those who came before, fulfilment of
ancestral obligations, and an attempt
toresolve the debts inherited through
birth. Within this worldview, freedom
from the cycle of birthis ummately
with freedom fre
andattachments thatsustainit.
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Pharma freebies

Panel should prioritise patients’ interests

HE Supreme Court has directed the Centre to
constitute an expert committee with a view to
curbing unethical pharmaceutical marketing.
"This is a welcome step towards plugging a reg-
ulatory gap. When inducements influence pre-
scriptions, the consequences affect patients and the cost of
healthcare. The petition before the Court has highlighted
allegations of pharma companies offering doctors expen-
sive gifts, foreign trips and other benefits to promote par-
ticular medicines. Such practices can distort clinical judg-
ment and encourage over-prescription. Moreover, the
patient is usually unable to assess whether a medicine is
necessary or whether a cheaper alternative exists.

‘The Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical Marketing Prac-
tices, 2024, prohibits gifts, travel facilities, hospitality and
monetary grants to doctors and spells out mechanisms
such as an ethics committee, expenditure disclosures and
an apex panel to address complaints. Yet the Centre’s sub-
missions have acknowledged the overarching question:
should pharma firms be subjected to a statutory regime?
The track record suggests that voluntary compliance may
not be enough. The apex panel has received only a handful
of complaints. This does not by itself prove that unethical
practices are rare. Other factors could also be at play, such
asunder-reporting, weak enforeement or reluctance tocon-
front powerful commercial lobbies.

Previous attempts to provide statutory backing through
the Essential Commodities Act or the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act raised questions of jurisdiction and legal validity. The
proposed committee must therefore avoid another exercise
inbureaucratic delay. It should examine international mod-
els, conflict of interest, disclosure requirements, penalties,
independent investigation and the role of medical regula-
tors. The government must come up with a clear legislative
roadmap, including whether a new law is necessary.
Patients should not have to bear the hidden cost of market-
ing igns disguised as p 12l persuasion.

Fish deaths

Faith must coexist with ecological care

(OUSANDS of fish dying in Mumbai's historic

anga Tank after Pitru Paksharituals is not

an isolated environmental mishap. It is a recur-

ring crisis that exposes the failure to anticipate

and manage the ecological impact of religious
gatherings. Reports indicate that similar fish deaths have
occurred repeatedly in recent years, with organic material
from ritual offerings contributing to deterioration in water
quality and depletion of dissolved oxygen. The tragedy is
that the problem is predictable. The dates of Pitru Paksha
are known, the crowds are expected and the nature of the
offerings is familiar. Yet preventive action remains inade-
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Action stations on a war footing

India needs to strengthen emergency response operations at the district level

LT GEN SYED ATA HASNAIN (RETD)
BIHAR GOVERNOR

Nthe Army, there is an

expression we often hear:

“Koi ladai nahin lagi hai.”

There is no war on; why

the hurry? Yet, over a life-
time in intelligence, operations,
planning, command and strate-
gic affairs, I believed the oppo-
site. For me, we were always at
war — not literally, but institu-
tionally. Something could
always become a crisis. Pre-
paredness could never begin
after the crisis announced itself.
Much of this is practised by sol-
diers on the ground.

In every command appoint-
ment, during contingencies, 1
followed one rule for subordi-
nates: inform me at the first
instance. Do not wait for the
complete picture. Staff and sub-
ordinate commanders contin-
ued doing what they were
trained to do. I would monitor,
offer advice, discuss options or
intervene when necessary. The
commander should not lose
opening minutes while someone
assembles a tidier picture.

1 could be woken at any hour of
the night. I had instructed my
communicators to give me half a
minute before putting my com-
munication through. Warm
water was always beside my bed.
Those seconds allowed me to
gather my thoughts and clearmy
throat. In a crisis, a comman-
der’s voice must convey compo-
sure and authority. Preparedness
is ultimately a collection of habits
created when there is no crisis.

The 26/11 Mumbai attacks
remain an enduring reminder
that information, even when
available in fragments and
over time, does not automati-
cally induce preventive action.
Possessing information is dif-
ferent from converting it into
preparedness. Between detec-
tion and response lie interpre-

3 .
TUNNEL COLLAPSE : Relentless efforts made me Sllkyara rescue operanon 2 SUCCess. AN

tation, dissemination, decision,
orders, mobilisation and execu-
tion. Every transition is a
potential point of failure.

This is starker in disaster man-
agement (I spent six years at the
National Disaster Management
Authority). Warning time is bru-
tally short. A satellite may spot
an abnormality; radars detect
extreme precipitation; a river
gauge shows a dangerous rise; a
scientific agency issues an accu-
rate warning. Yet none of these,
by themselves, saves a life.

I saw the importance of this
first-hand during the Silkyara
tunnel collapse in November
2023. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi grasped the gravity of the
situation early and directed that
every resource required be made
available without delay. We
worked passionately to deliver
success. In my media interac-
tions, I have often said that I treat-
ed the rescue operation as a war.

Technical information must
first be converted into compre-
hensible language. The person
on the ground needs no scientif-
icdissertation. He needs answers
to five questions: What is likely to
happen? Where? When? Who is
atrisk? What must be done now?

That conversion— from techn!-

When no waris on,
thereis time to
rehearse the response
and ensure that
everyone knows
what to do.

Information in a fast-moving
emergency is perishable. Warning
time is an operational resource;
every avoidable delay consumes
it. A technically perfect warning
that spemds too long moving

ber of people. Not everyone will
receive a warning. Phones may
be switched off, networks fail,
people are asleep. Language and
literacy matter. Remote commu-
nities may lack connectivity,
while some citizens will ignore
advice. The test is whether every
effort was made to reach as
many people as possible — and
whether the message was under-
standable and actionable.

This is why I remain concerned
about emergency response oper-
ations at the district level. India
has around 750 district disaster
management authorities, yet
permanent professional opera-
tions rooms are still far from uni-
versal in practice. In a disaster,
this is an operational deficiency.
A classic example of success was
provided by the Gujarat govern-
ment in June 2023, when 32 mil-
lion were

tional picture? Who tells citizens
that help is on its way?

An operations room is not nec-
essarily a room with screens and
telephones, It is the nervous sys-
tem of response. It requires
trained people, updated contact
directories, standard operating
procedures,  communications
redundancy, resource visibility,
decision matrices, logs and the
habit of functioning together. A
command centre activated only
when disaster strikes is of limited
value. Relationships and reflexes
have to be built beforehand.

The sequence should become
instinctive: receive, understand,
simplify, decide, disseminate,
mobilise, confirm, update and
reassure. Communication can-
not cease after the warning. Peo-
ple caught in a disaster need to
know what is happening, what
they should do and whether
assistance is coming. In an infor-
mation vacuum, rumour travels
faster than relief.

The same principle applies to
national security. Cyberattacks,
terror incidents, military contin-
gencies and failures of critical
infrastructure may look different,
but all test the distance between
knowledge and action. India has
invested in its capacity to know:
satellites, sensors, radars, surveil-
lance systems, intelligence net-
works, meteorological capabili-
ties and digital communications.
The next challenge is ensuring
that the institutional machinery
beneath these technologies is
optimally responsive.

The first minutes of a crisis are
not the time to construct com-
mand relationships, search for
telephone numbers, interpret

through i
can arrive as an explanation of

ed in icipation of Cyclone
Biparjoy: not one life was lost.

‘what has already happened. Where does the first warning
Then comes di arive? Wh itors the channel
Technology offers cell broad at2am? Who acknowledges it and

SMS, messaging platforms, tele-
vision, radio, social media, sirens,
public address systems, satellite
communications and govern-
ment as well as police networks.
But issuing a message is not the

cal information to
instruction —is a neglected func-
tion in

same as icating it.
’I'he State must employ every

ble means, with

It must be accurate but rapid.

cy, to reach the maximum num-

informs the District Magxsuate"
Who converts it into

gy or debate authority. They are
the time to execute what institu-
tions have already thought
through and rehearsed.

“Koi ladai nahin lagi hai”
should therefore never become

orders? Who alerts the police, fire
services, hospitals, SDRF (State
Disaster Response Force) units,
engineers and local admlrustra

an against prep

ness. It should be the reason forit.
When no fire is burning and no
war is on, there is time to check
the alarm, test communications,

tions? Who orders rehearse the and ensure
identifies shelters, arranges trans-  that everyone knows what to do.
port and confirms that action has Once the fire starts, the critical
begun? Who maintainsthe opera-  minutes have already begun.

quate. The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s
(BMC) decision to double the number of artificial ritual
ponds from five to 10 and increase oxygenation measures is
welcome, But such steps risk becoming another exercise in
treating the symptoms rather than the cause.

Banganga is not an ordinary water body. The his-
toric, spring-fed tank is part of Mumbai's heritage and
supports aquatic life. Tt deserves a conservation strate-
gy thatrecognises both its cultural significance and eco-
logical vulnerability. Faith and environmental responsi-
bility need not be in conflict. Rituals can be conducted
in designated ponds, while offerings can be collected
and disposed of or processed safely. Temple authorities,
priests and civic agencies should work together to make
such arrangements effective and acceptable.

Banganga needs continuous water quality monitor-
ing, especially during periods of heavy ritual activity. Dis-
solved oxygen, organic pollution and other parameters
should be monitored and the findings made public.
Responsibility of the BMC, heritage authorities, the tem-
ple trust and pollution control agencies must also be
clearly defined. India’s rivers, lakes and ponds cannot be
protected through annual clean-up drives after pollution
has occurred. Prevention must precede remediation.
Fish deaths in this tank must not happen next year.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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“Ideal political action”
IN the course of a recent speech, Sir Purushottamdas Thakurdas
said that “he was one of those who honestly believed that in the best
interests of the country, the ideal political action of the moment
wcu]d be to send to the Counmls men who, whether they were

would s‘and up to argue and refuse to bend to the gowmmcnt on
any con51derauon The proposition, to our mind, is not only

L ible but axi ic, if what is meant is that
on the main issue — the question of attaining full responsible gov-
ernment at the earliest possible moment — all elected Indian mem-
bers inthe Legislature should present a united front to the bureau-
cracy,and that only such men should be returned to the Legislature
as are prepared tojoin in this united action. It is worthy of note that
although they had no definite mandate in this respect from their
constituents, the majority of the Indian members of the Legislative
Assembly did accept this ideal at least on two memomb]eoccaslon:

Success depends upon preparation, and without preparation there is sure to be failure. —confucius

The shirt of
salvation

ANMOL RATTAN NARANG

the lightest touch of common sense, Some problems are

actually quite small. Yet when they refuse to yield despite
our best efforts, they appear insurmountable. And when they
are finally solved, we wonder, “Was it really that simple?”

Years ago, while serving as an Assistant General Manager
(Recovery) at my bank’s head office in Kolkata, my zone con-
sistently ranked first in recovering non-performing assets,
However. my boss never missed an opportunity to belittle me.

He would say, “Where did you graduate from? Your English
is s0 poor that after reading your circulars, I wonder whether
vou studied in some backward country.”

On another occasion, he remarked, “If the CMD reads your
letters, he will throw them away.” At other times, he rejected
my interpretation of RBI circulars.

Inever answered back. Any confrontation could have affect-
ed my confidential report. Instead, I remained courteous, hop-
ing that his attitude would change. But it did not.

My colleagues, especially those who were of my rank, would
often say: “You are such a nice man. You work so hard. Your
performance is quite good, yet the boss keeps scolding you. It
appears that he has gone mad.”

Unable what had offended him, I sought advice
from astrologers. Each blamed a different entity — Shani,
Rahu, Ketu. Each prescribed a different remedy — offering
cows green fodder at least equal to my weight, floating a
coconut wrapped in red cloth in a river, donating black dal to a
temple. I followed their advice religiously, but nothing changed.

Finally. someone suggested that I visit an ancient Shiva
temple about 30 km away. With little faith but no other
option, I went there one Sunday.

The priest listened to me patiently and glanced at my horo-
scope. Then, with complete calm, he said, “It's a very small
problem. Koi nazrana de dena tha usko” (you should simply
have given him a small gift)

Iwas not convinced, but since a drowning man will clutch at
straws, I decided to do the needful. On my way back, I bought
two branded shirts, Taking one to my boss’ house, I said, “Sir,

SOMETINEES. even the gravest troubles disappear with

The first time when the. ly y's demand
to the g the jists and Ind ! acwdas one
man. Th d time when it did so, the jists, I

and Liberals, all, in fact, who were in the Council on a partvud(cL
Jjoined in tk ion. If Sir Purust

were accepted, the pressure exerted on the government by the leg-
islatures with a view to the speediest possible attainment of respon-
sible government would be just as great as it is in the power of India,
under the present Constitution, to make it.

1 l: d this shirt today and liked it so much that I thought
you would like it too.” He accepted it with a smile.

From the very next day. his attitude changed completely.
The criticism stopped. In its place came appreciation,
often in front of colleagues.

Looking back, I still smile at the simplicity of the solution.
The problem had never been as formidable as I had imagined
One shirt had done the job.

The writer is ex-principal, Staff Training College, Chandigarh

epaper.tribuneindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump keen on good ties with China
With reference to ‘A new US-China order
takes shape’; in the US-Iran conflict, China
initially helped Tehran behind the scenes,
but then openly termed American sanctions
illegal. The BRICS summit, which was
attended by China and Iran, condemned the
unilateral US tariffs. And here the game
changed. US President Donald Trump
realised that it was better to have good rela-
tions with China. It is too early to predict
how the new emerging US-China relation-
ship will affect the world at large and India
in particular. Under Trump, the US has lost
credibility. It appears that the world is head-
ing towards multipolarity.

ASHOK BAHL, KANGRA

Common man pays the price
Apropos of ‘RBI's 1st rate hike since 2023 to
push up EMIs’; the RBI's decision will hit
the salaried middle class hardest — the small
shopkeepers who have taken loans to stock
up on materials, the farmers with crop loans,
students with education loans. Ultimately, it
is the common man, not the big corporates,
who pays the price. Rising food and fuel
prices, excessive populist spending on adver-
tisements and freebies and a lack of price
control have forced the RBI to take this harsh
measure. Instead of curbing inflation at
source, the government has put the burden
on the RBI to penalise borrowers.

SNEHA SINGH, KHARAR

Rahul-Priyanka theatrics
Refer to ‘Rahul leads 8-hr Oppn charge for
CEC ouster’; the roadside drama outside
Akashvani Bhawan was only a photo-op.
When the issues concerning the CEC are
before the Supreme Court, then where is the
need for such political gimmicks? There is a
huge difference between the removal of a
Cabinet minister and the Chief Election Com-
missioner, The constitutional process to
remove the CEC is akin to the removal of an
SC judge. Rahul's team will have to put for-
ward a plan better than Modi’s. Informed vot-
ers cannot be fooled by theatrics alone.

ANIL KUMAR SHARMA, CHANDIGARH

Address poll deficiencies

Apropos of ‘India’s election model loses its
sheen’; the writer rightly recalls TN Seshan as
the gold standard of election management and
compares India’s electoral system with those of
neighbouring countries. However, we must
keep in mind that India continues to conduct
elections on an enormous scale, involving hun-
dreds of millions of voters, thousands of candi-
dates and a highly competitive political envi-
ronment. The allegations of ‘vote theft’ cannot

e . o

:

ly bec e of

If there are genuine deficiencies, the proper

course is to place the evidence before the appro-

priate constitutional or judicial forum rather
than creating a political narrative.

COL SS CHAUHAN (RETD), ZIRAKPUR

Maintain aircraft crew’s trust
Refer to ‘Courage in the air’; flydubai Cap-
tain Smit Machchhar's courageous act which
saved the lives of 174 passengers is com-
mendable. After 9/11, cockpit doors were
required to be locked, as a defence against
any hijacking attempt. There should be sec-
ond thought on this aspect of the locked cock-
pit, to ensure the safety of the crew inside.
The solution may lie in a combination of rig-
orous screening measures of cockpit and cab-
in crew and an improved system for identify-
ing security risks. But the challenge is not to
undermine trust and autonomy, which are
indispensable to flying an aircraft.

SK SINGH, BY MAIL

Stardom meant service for Nana
The demise of actor Nana Patekar is an irrepara-
ble loss to Indian cinema and society. While mil-
lions knew him for his intense performances, his
true greatnesslay off-screen. Hiswas arare exam-
ple of social activism, as he lived by the ideals of
patriotism and social justice that he portrayed
through his dialogues. Through the NAAM Foun-
dation, he stood with drought-hit farmers and
their widows. He visited their villages, helped
them with cheques and got their houses rebuilt
when others were merely giving speeches. At a
time when stardom means luxury, Nana Patekar
showed stardom can mean service.

AJAY BAGGA, HOSHIARPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word fimit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



marginalised minority groups,
the DNTS are almost invisible
in public conversations and

- there is meagre sociological
data on them. Itis claimed that
the majority of the DNTs are
engaged in scrap collection,

= * wage labour, petty employ-
APARNA VAIDIK ment, agricultural work, con-
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY,  ghruction  work,  unskilled
ASHOKA UNIVERSITY labour, hawking, shoe-polish-
ing, begging, rag-picking or
NE common someother minor self-depend-
variable in Pun-  ent employment, although
jab's upcoming some families are believed to
Assembly elec- have experienced upward

tions and the social mobility.

national population Census is
the issue of caste enumera-

Until 1952, the DNTs were
knownas ‘criminal tribes!, clas-
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OPED
The invisible Denotified Tribes of Punjab

Cast

VOTE BANK: Punjab has the ion of

definition of a 'good citizen' or

tion. It has a direct bearingon  sified as such under the Crimi-
the state's electoral and reser-  nal Tribes Act, 1871(CTA). Sus-
vation politics, Punjabhasthe  pected of ‘hereditary
highest population of Sched-  criminality, these hunter-gath-  else be impugned.

ules Castes among all states

erers, nomadic and pastoralist

In 1966, with the reorganisa-

The states of Punjab and
Haryana were created without
an officially designated ST list.

and union territories. LE

L ] Within the SC pool, they are

forced to compete with more

mobility was because of socio-
economic exclusion and not a

advanced SC communities,
Dalit leaders are reluctant to
take up the DNTY' issues
because of this competition.
Thus, caught in a bind with
labels like habitual criminals,
1l

result of cultt

The political mobilisation in
Punjabwas conterminous with
the trans-regional and cross-
communal alliances between
different DNT groups across
India. In the 90, the pan-Indi-
an DNT di G

es, backward, adivasi and Dalit,
DNTS have found themselves
to be excluded from provisions
designed for their benefit.
While Rai Sikhs agitated to
beincluded in the SClist. some
DNTS contested their classifi-
cation as SCsince the 1950s, By
the 1970s, some began to agi-
tate against the SC classifica-
tion in various forms — peti-
tioning the government, street
protests, hunger strikes, politi-
cal rallies and court appeals.

them as forgotten warriors,
who had contributed to the
anti-colonial struggle and their
‘criminality’ in that period was
in service of the nation. How-
ever, the demands of the Pun-
jab DNTS agitating for formal
ST status were not met.

What implication does the
status of Punjab’s DNTs have
for its electoral politics? Being
an SCis not the same as being
a Dalit in some communities'
self-imagination. The discrimi-

andunion territoriesand near-  communities were vulnerable  tion of Punjab, the government The benchmark for the SC Notable was the high cowrt  natory social prejudice, scanty
ly double of the national aver-  tobeingpoliced, controlledand ~ did take steps to ameliorate classification was backward- writ petition filed by DNT numbers, spatially dispersed
age. Itrose from 28.9%in 2001  surveilled.  Following the their situation. It introduced ness stemming from historical ~ leader Buta Ram Azad in 1975,  population, lack of education,
1031.94%inthe 2011 Census.  promulgation of the Constitu- 2% sub-reservation preference practice of ility'and  ds ing that the communi-  indi of the social elite
‘What explains this large pro-  tion, the CTA was repealed in  in government jobs and educa- for the ST, it was primitivity, tybeaccorded ST status. They ~ and absence of representation
portion of SCs in Punjab? The ~ 1952. While the DNT commu-  tional admissions for DNT can- distinctive culture, geographi-  argued that their historical dis-  in state-level politics has
inclusion of the Rai Sikh com-  nities hailed the move,itsetoff ~ didates. But spatial reorganisa- calisolation, shy feontact i\ ' was similar to the  ensured the socio-economic
munity (erstwhile OBCs) into  fears of administrators and  tion fragmented the and general backwardness, Dalits, but it stemmed from  exclusion of most DNT com-
the SClist partlyaccountsforit,  Punjab's elite. community, disrupted its tradi- Given the complex nature of ~ beingnomadsratherthanfrom  munities. Most DNTS of Pun-
but does not explain the extant On July 27, 1952, four days  tional seasonal migration paths caste and tribal ion: ritual discrimination; and that  jab thus continue as half-citi-
percentage. The SCsinPunjab  beforethe CTAsrepeal, thethen  and put them inalegal bind by i esti-  ininc India, notwith-  zens of India. Positioned at the
are a heferogenous grouping,  Punjab CM, Bhim Sen Sachar, ~ splitting the DNTS rehabilita- The DNT mates, lack of caste census standing their commitmentto  political margins, neither does
that includes communities introduced the PunjabHabitual — tion settlements' across states. l - . | data, coupled with DNTY' lack ~ giving up nomadism, their their narrative or presence
that were not historically Offenders (Contro) Bill inthe  They had to reverify state  POPUAtionsspatial ¢, dean fitinthe SCorSTcat  associationwithithadimpeded  impact vote-bank politics, nior
untouchables. Around 10-12%  Assemblyasasafeguardagainst ~ domicile to access local welfare (“S[)L‘I‘Slll overthree  egory the result was classifica-  equal accessto citizenshipand  can they benefit as much from
oftheSCscome fromtheseven  the DNTS. Despite opposition, schemes and some were tory confusion. state  benefits. Despite a  state welfare policies.
heterogeneous groups of theHabitual OffendersBillwith ~ caught between interstate states hild However, despitetheirclassi-  favourable HC order, no consti- This makes the SCs of Pun-
Vimukt Jatis or Denotified several provisions of the CTA  judicial disputes, with resi- Si”lliﬁ(‘ill]l p(}“li(.‘ill fication as SCs, for the police  tutional change was made. jab a disparate grouping, with
Tribes (DNT) — the nomadic ~ was dence in one state and land O ) . administration, most DNTs They made a case based on varied self-fashionings, access
and semi-nomadic groups — The elite's fear of the erst-  allotment in another. Theirdis- Il]l])ll(‘illl()l]h‘ :lossOf  remained ‘eriminal tribes. ‘misrecognition’ of their status 1o resources and political lean-

persal also had political impli-
cations: loss of political clout as
avote bank, which made hard-

er for them to secure political

Bauria, Bazigar, Bangali, Sansi,  while ‘criminal’ communities
Barar, Gandhila and Nat. thus worked its way into
Despite constituting one-  bestowing conditional citizen-
thirdofthe SCsandbeing Pun-  ship on the DNTS, who were
Jjab's most socio-economically — requiredtoadheretothestate’'s  representation.

political cloutasa
vote bank.

‘While data is scant, being clas-  than one on upholding a tribal
sified as SCs may have opened  identity to avail themselves of
avenues for social mobility for  the benefits of quota.

some, but formost, it meant lit- The All-India Bazigar Confer-
tle change in their conditions.  ence in 1981 argued that their

ings. And, therefore, they are a
differentiated vote bank that
does not vote en bloc.
Forfull aticle, go towwrotri-
buneindia.comlopinion

EINifoisonlyhalfthestory ~ Why cops fail at Jantar Mantar

RAVI SHANKAR SHUKLA
SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY AND THE
ENVIRONMENT, OXFORD UNIVERSITY

IA'S 2026 southwest mon-
soon has ended with 87.4% of
the long-period average,

and so partly mask the Pacific's
suppressing influence.

A strong cenfrally configured El
Ninomay suppress circulation as has
historically been the case, but the
rainfall that does arrive carries
more @ heric i and

Current models capture some of
these interactions reasonably well, but
others remain difficult to anticipate
months inadvance.

Infairness toforecasters, the broad
direction of the 2026 season was

ici The India i

falls in more intense bursts. Deficit
and flood can coexist within asingle
season, sometimes just regions or
weeks apart. If break spells become
more frequent, even near-normal
aggregate seasons may carry high-
eragricultural stress than historical

making it the fourth-lowest

onsoon season since 2001.
But the aggregate conceals strik-
ing differences across regions and
months. Earlier this year, the
National Commodity and Deriva-
tives Exchange (NCDEX)
launched India's first exchange-
traded weather derivative, begin-
ning with Mumbuai rainfall futures
designed to help market partici-
pants manage financial exposure
to rainfall variability.

By the end of the season, the log-
ic behind such instruments looked
even clearer. Monsoon risk is not
simply a question of how much
rain falls, but where and when it
falls. In the process, it raises a deep-
er question as to how predictable is
the Indian monsoon itself?

Recentresearch suggests that the El
Nifio-monsoon relationship itself is
not spatially uniform or temporally
fixed. The gap between moisture and
circulation may increasingly shape
how El Nifio years unfold.

A weak El Nifio in a warmer,
more moisture-laden at

analogues imply.

Publicdi: ionoften -
sonal rainfall forecasts a degree of
precision that researchers them-
selves rarely claim. Unlike temper-
ature projections, rainfall depends
on atmospheric circulation, mois-

Conditionsoverone
ocean can shape rainfall
thousands ofkilometres

away, butthe signals

have multiplied.

ture transport, cloud processes and

cal Department forecast 92% of the
long-period average in April and
revised this to 90 per cent in May.
The season eventually ended at
about 87%. Yet forecasting a season-
al aggregate remains considerably
easier than forecasting how rainfall
will be distributed through time and
across regions.

The emergence of weather deriv-
atives adds an institutional dimen-
sion to this uncertainty, creating a
market instrument through which
participants can manage financial
exposure to measurable rainfall
variability. Their significance lies in
recognising that weather uncertain-
ty has economic value and can be
managed even when prediction
remains imperfect.

Physicist Gilbert Walker's central
insight still stands. Conditions over
one ocean can shape rainfall thou-
sands of kilometres away. But the
signals have multiplied. The spatial
configuration of El Nifo counts for
as much as its magnitude, and the
agricultural consequences increas-
ingly depend on how rainfall is dis-
tributed through the season as well
as on seasonal totals.

The 2026 monsoon demonstrat-
ed both the continuing impor-
tance and the limitations of El
Nino as an explanatory frame-
work. Looking towards the Pacific

could deliver heavier rainfall in
intense episodes than historical
seasonal averages would suggest,

22Fiercely strong light (5)
23Exceptionally
inexpensive (4,5)
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VIKASH NARAIN RAI
FORMER DIRECTOR,
NATIONAL POLICE ACADEMY

OW come the Delhi

Police are risking far

more adverse atten-

tion in handling the

ngoing Jantar Man-

tar 2.0 than during the Jantar Man-

tar 1.0 in June-July? How do we

explain that such a seasoned police

force seems to have learned almost

nothing from its recent setbacks?

During the first version, the police

had attracted allegations of large-

scale high-handedness, including the

use of pellet guns, to prevent protest-

ers from marching towards Parlia-

ment. Allegations this time include,

inaddition towidespread beating and

insulting of non-violent protesters,

sexual assault on young female jour-
nalists covering a protest site.

‘The problem of the Delhi Police is
that it is a law with a colonial memo-
1y, a police force with a political corn-
pass and a governance model that
still treats citizens as subjects. When
permission for a protest is decided
not by a public order assessment but
by who is protesting against whom,
the police become a gatekeeper. To
salvage their image, the Delhi Police
need ademocratic reset:

bel and sanitation norms, designated
liaison officers. The Delhi Police
should publish reasons for denial in
writing, open to judicial review.

b) Body-cams and de-escalation
SOP: Make body-worn cameras
mandatory for all Jantar Mantar
deployments. Training in de-escala-
tion as per the Bureau of Police

h & Devel manual,

met the kisan groups daily had zero
violence on their border.

The facilitation, not permission
(UK Metropolitan Police SOP) model
guides the police not to ask, "Should
we allow?” But "How do we allow it
safely?" Written reasons for denial
are released within 24 hours, not oral
'higher orders'. A practical checklist
includs ite map, entry, exit, water,

not lathi-first doctrine.
) Administrative outreach, not bar-
ricading: Set up a Protest Facilitati

toilets, ambulance lane, media
gallery, and a time-box (10 am-6 pm)
with loudspeaker norms.

Cell with water, medical aid, media
enclosure, and a senior officer who
actually talks to protesters.

Here are proven policing practices
for Jantar Mantar-type gatherings:
‘The Dialogue Model (Swedish/Ger-
man) suggests a three-tier contact: 1.
Dialogue officer talks to protest lead-
ers days before 2. The negotiation

The best police forces

indemocracies don't

win against their own
citizens — they
facilitate them.

team steps in on the day of protest 3.

Proportionate Force Doctrine is the
key to stamp legitimacy on police
action. Escalation ladder is strictly
observed: Communication > Con-
tainment > Controlled dispersal —
lathi is last, not first. No preventive
detention for peaceful assembly
'would be the norm. Body-worn cam-
eras create accountability both ways.
Delhi's 2023 pilot in three districts
showed complaints dropped 40%.

Tamil Nadu's May T Help You' may
be quoted as an administrative out-
reach that works. One senior officer
is posted as protest facilitator — his
Jobis to ensure protesters get water,
medical help and can submitamem-
orandum. Videography prevents
negative narrative. The New
Zealand Police, after every large
protest, publish a one-page ‘After
Action Report' — how many per-
sonnel used, how many detentions,
any injuries. Builds trust.

The best police forces in democra-
cies dont win against their own citi-
zens — they facilitate them. But,
until a police unit enjoys a political
reset that a protest is about enabling
it safely, every new protest will
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Cost of Stability

he Reserve Bank of India’s decision to raise the repo
rate to 5.5 per cent marks more than a routine
adjustment in the price of money. It signals a change in
the economic environment confronting India: growth
remains robust, but the conditions sustaining that growth are
becoming less forgiving. The contradiction is striking. The
economy is projected to grow by 71 per cent, yet the RBI has
chosen to tighten monetary conditions. That is not necessarily
asign of weakness. It reflects the uncomfortable reality that
strong growth does not insulate an economy from imported
inflation, currency depreciation or external shocks.
0ilis the immediate danger. India imports the overwhelming
majority of its crude requirements. When international crude
moves above $100 a barrel, the consequences travel through
transport, electricity, manufacturing and household
expenditure. A weaker rupee compounds the problem because
every dollar of imported energy costs more in domestic
currency. The RBI cannot produce oil or strengthen the rupee
through monetary policy, but it can prevent temporary price
pressures from becoming embedded in inflationary
expectations. That explains why Governor Sanjay Malhotra has
signalled that rate cuts are unlikely for now. The central bank is
effectively drawing a line under the easy-money phase that
supported demand after the pandemic. Its priority is no longer
simply to encourage borrowing and investment: it is to preserve
the credibility of the inflation- [.ugcxing framework.
There will nevertheless be a price fur lhxs caution. lhg_her
b ing costs will ly affect | ile

Inseminating an intention

Thequestioniswhat thedistrict
portalwillshowayearfrom
now:amapofassetsthatstill
work, oraspreadsheet ofclosed
musterrollsandhalf-built
sheds. Oneofthoseisdignity.
Theotheristhemostexpensive
filingcabinetthecountryhas
everbought. Thegram
panchayatsaredrawingup
theirfirstplansthisseason.
Wewoulddowelltostart
readingthem

omewhere in a block that will soon
file its first returns under the new
rural employment law, there is a
cattle shed built with public money
and standing empty. The muster roll that
paid for it is immaculate; the wages were
disbursed: the photograph geo-tagged and
uploaded. Only the cattle never came.
Walk far enough through rural India and
you will meet the whole genre ~ the farm
pond that silted over in one monsoon, the
approach road that led to a field nobody
irrigated. Each was, on paper, an asset.
Each was, intruth, a wage transfer dressed
Tovel {thor o t

purchasers and businesses df.pcndcn( on credit. The housing
market, in particular, cannot remain immune if financing
becomes more expensive. Dl\C(E)ll()ﬂaIy L(msumpu«’m may
weaken, while may reconsider projects
whose returns depend on cheap capital. Yet the alternative
could be worse. Allowing inflation to accelerate while the rupee
remains under pressure would erode household purchasing
power and could force the RBI into much sharper tightening
ldur lndms prmenne with lugh inflation dunng the previous
decad 4 how quickly i price

can damage both economic confidence and monetary
credibility. The larger question is whether India’s current
growth model can withstand an external environment m “luch
energy is expensive and global capital is less

those two things is exactly the distance
between dignity and bureaucracy that the
Viksit Bharat ~ Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) now proposes
toclos

That is the promise, at least, of the law
tlm lookeﬁcclon 1July2026.VB- G RAM-G

isamouthful.anditsa

seem to know it ~ repeals the Mahatma
GandhiNational Rural Employment Guarantee
Actaftertwodecades and replaces the older
scheme’s simple bargain of 100 days' unskilled
work with a more amhmous one: 125

er | hold, and a

‘The United States and other major economies have shown that
interest rates can remain restrictive for longer than markets
expect. Emerging economies cannot assume that foreign
capital will continue to arrive on favourable terms. India
therefore faces a test of economic resilience. A 7.1 per cent
growth rate gives policymakers room to act, but it should not
encourage complacency.

The government must complement monetary restraint with
measures that improve energy security, strengthen domestic
supply chains, raise agricultural resilience and contain fiscal
pressures. The RBI has chosen stability over stimulus. But
monetary policy can only buy time. Whether that time is used
to make India’s growth less vulnerable to oil, weather and global
capital fows will determine whether mday ‘s rate hike proves a
temporary precaution ~ or the first warning of a more difficult
economic period.

d days pe
mandate that th labour build durable,
income-generating assets across water
security, rural infrastructure, livelihood

— Viksit Bharat 2047 —

paymentsystemturned a clerical mismatch
into a deletion. A guarantee that pays 19
days, deletesthe inconvenient, and lets close
t0Rs 9400 crore in wage and material dues
accumulate is a guarantee in name only.
VB-G-RAM-G is the state’s answer to a
scheme it had allowed to hollow out.
What. then, is genuinely new? The
honest answer is the theory of the thing,
more than the machinery. MGNREGA
built assets too; what it facked was any
insistence that the asset be the point.
The new law inverts the emphasis.
very work must originate from a
Viksit Gram Panchayat Plan, a
forward-looking village blueprint rather
than a list of make-work: at least half of
allocation, by cost, must
be executed by the panchayat itsel
the asset categories are tilted towards
things that keep earning after the wage
is paid ~ a milk-chilling unit, anirrigation

can

channel, a processing shed. kannan@cakt.in

Ifthe design holds, aseason of digging
leaves behind a decade of income. That
is what its authors mean by dignity: not the
dole, but the durable.

The first two months should give the

infrastr S

Y
and disaster resilience.

‘The Union has backed the rhetoric with
money, allocating Rs 95692 crore as its own
share for 202627 and projecting a total
outlay above Rs 1.51 lakh crore once the
states pay in. On its own terms, this is the
largest rural employment commitment the
country has ever made.

To understand why the scheme was
writtenat all, look at what MGNREGAS last
vears revealed. In the first half of 202526,
LibTech India found, the old programme

A New Window

he deepest significance of this year's Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine lies not simply in what Karl
Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel
discovered, but in the new kind of question their work
has made possible. For centuries, the brain has been the
ultimate scientific black box: its billions of interconnected cells
could be observed, but undeNandmg precisely whal individual
circuits did was ily difficult. O, has
begun to change that. The rests on an i

1 132.5 crore person-days of
work ~ 117 per cent fewer than in the same
monthsayear earlier, and roughly a quarter
fewer than two years before that ~ even as
the Budget Estimate sat unchanged at Rs
86,000 crore.

Money was not the binding constraint:
the work simply was not being created. The
average worker who did fin Ll

reform’s cha s pause. Rural work in
July 2026, the mission’s opening month,
came in at barely half the level of July 2025,
and houscholds asking for work fell by

nearly two-fifths.
The government's explanation is not
invoked the law’s

TKANNAN

The writerisa
practising

Accountant and

hazard remains, and it lives in one pla
the gram panchayat. A milk-chilling unit is
a harder thing to fake than a length of
levelled earth, but it is alsoa more tempting
thing to capture.

When the panchayat both writes the plan
and executes half of it, the
questions that decide whether
this is development or
patronage are settled locally
and quietly: whose fieldsthe
new channelirrigates, which
self-help group is handed
thedairy unit, whose relative
suppliesthe material against
acap of 40 per cent.

Decentralisation was always
MGNREGA's democratic
virtue and its standing
vulnerability; thescholarship
on India’s panchayats has
long documented how the
better-connected bend local
schemes to themselves.

Acheck-dam hasavillage
for its beneficiary: a dairy shed has one
household. The moment public works turn
into individually owned productive assets,
the prize forcapture rises ~ and asset creation
becomes the most respectable language in
which patronage has ever been dressed.

The law is not naive about this, and here
its drafters deserve Crtdll VB-G-RAM- G

Chartered

bereached at

Tite: 1cc

new 60-day sowing pause,and arecovering
monsoon had thinned demand for wage
labour; as LibTech Indias Chakradhar Buddha
fairly cautioned. one month is far too little
to judge a scheme mid-transition.

But the more telling number is not about
labour demand at all. By early September,
nearly a quarter of the country’s gram
panchayats had recorded no expenditure
whatever under the new scheme, and in
West Bengal the figure was above 85 per
cent ~ panchayats not resting through the
harvest but jammed at the threshold of
digital onboarding, mapping signatures,

got barely 19 days of it. Behind the falling
hud countsat aquieter attrition:government
dataacknowledge that more than 1.55 crore
names were struck from the rolls between
2022and 2024, many after arigid Aadhaar-based

marriage of biology and light. lleg,em‘mn and Nagel helped
establish the importance of channelrhodopsin, a light-sensitive
protein found in algae. Deisseroth subsequently showed how
such proteins could be used to control nerve cells. By making
selected neurons responsive to light, researchers gained the
ability to activate or silence particular circuits and then observe
what followed. That distinction is crucial.

It turns neuroscience from a discipline that largely asks what
happens in the brain into one that can increasingly ask whether
a particular circuit causes something to happen. Researchers
can investigate the neural mechanisms associated with
‘memory, emotion and behaviour with a precision that earlier
techniques could not provide. The implications extend well
beyond academic neuroscience. Mental and neurological
disorders are often treated through broad interventions because
the underlying circuitry remains imperfectly understood.
Depression, epilepsy, Parkinson’s disease and other disorders
involve complex networks rather than a single faulty
component. If science can identify the precise circuits involved,
future treatments might eventually become more targeted,
reducing the collateral effects associated with influencing Llrge
areas of the nervous system.

ThL um clinical applications :d:eady suggest the scale ()I the

- karta Post

before a day’s work could be booked. That
isnotasowing pause. That is a bureaucracy
learning to breathe, and the workers waiting
onitdo not have a season to spare.
Evenoncethe plumbing works, the deeper

geo-tagged and satellite-verified works,
dashboard-based monitoring promising
real-time visibility, Janata Boards at every
worksite, weekly publicdisclosure of muster

rolls and payments, social audits by the
gram S‘dhhd at least twice a year, and
compensation when wages are paid late.

On the page, it reads close to a model of
transparent governance. And that, precisely,
is the reason for unease ~ because almost
noneofitis new. MGNREGA also mandated
social audits, by law, twice a year in every
panchayat; it too ran a publu information
system and pioneered geo-tagging. The
design was sound; the practice was hollow.

Only Megha]a\m whlch pa@scd its own
social-audit legisla

conducted by the very officials they were
meant to scrutinise. A dashboard did not
stop 155 crore deletions. The new Act asks
us to believe the same tools, mandated a
second time, will behave differently. They
will not, unless three things are built that
legislation alone cannot conjure.

The first is a dashboard that measures
the right thing. A portal that tracks only
tupees spent and person-days generated
will reproduce MGNREGAs blindness; what
must be shown, assct by geo-tagged asset,
is function - does the chilling unit chill,
does the pond hold water a year on ~
verified by someone the panchayat cannot
appoint, with person-days and rupees set
against each.

The second is fund-flow visible in real
time, because the new 60:40 cost-sharing
formula, under which states must bear any
spending above the Centre’s normative
allocation, plants a quiet incentive: a
cash-strapped state can suppress demand
simply by slowing its sanctions, and only a
live, public ledger of money moving from
Centre to state to panchayat will expose
that throttling before a work-year is lost.

The third is social audit with teeth ~
independent units on the Meghalaya model,
funded outside the executing line, withevery
beneficiary list ratified by the gram sabha
and published before the asset is built, not
after. Without ownership transparency at
the point of allocation, elite capture is not a
risk to be monitored; it is the default to
be prevented.

None of this is hcyond the Indian state;
Meghalaya proved it in one of the country’s
poorer corners. What it demands is the
political will to be seen clearly, which is
scarcer than money. So, the real question
for the reader ~ the taxpayer whose Rs 1.5
Takh crore this s, the citizen whose republic
first promised its people a right to work ~ is
not whether VB-G-RAM-G s well intentioned.
It plainl;

‘The question is what the district portal
will show a year from now: a map of assets
that still work, or a spreadsheet of closed
muster rolls and half-built sheds. One of
those is dignity. The other is the most

audit society with real staff and budgets.
ever made the mandate genuinely bite;
elsewhere the audits, when held at all, were

Illmg cabinet the country has
ever bought. The gram panchayats are
drawing up their first plans this season. We
would do well to start reading them.

Ignoring Myanmar normalizes tyranny uponus

he clamor of banging pots and
pans, atraditional gesture turned
protest against military rule,
stands in stark contrast to the
silenceofafigureinadriver's seat binding
three fingers with exhaust

runningthrough Oct. 11in Kemang, South

Jakarta. The showcase delivers a chilling
hronicleofexi d it

cl

smoke steadily filling the cabin. Whether
this sequence stages a reenactment or
documents an unsparing, defiant suicide
under Myanmar’s junta remains
deliberately ambiguous

ln el!hcr case, the driver’s three-finger

himwith millions of

across Myanmar, Thailand, and Hong
Kong who adopted the gesture from The
Hunger Games as a universal emblem of

Thescen

are ing optogenetic
to restore luthd vision in people whose retinas have been
damaged by retinitis pigmentosa. The principle is remarkable:
cells that have lost their natural ability to respond to light can
be given a new light-sensitive mechanism and stimulated using
specially designed equipment. But the distance between a
spectacular laboratory experiment and routine medical
treatment remains considerable. Much of the most
sophisticated work has involved animals, while manipulating
the human brain raises profound questions of safety, precision
and ethics. The ability to influence circuits involved in memory,
emotion or bLhd\'ll)lU’ cuuld ultimately bc«.ume therapeutic, but
the same raises about consent,
autonomy and the boundaries of intervention.

That makes the Nobel recognition important beyond
medicine. The great scientific advances of the past often came
when researchers acquired a new ir for secing nature
iff the telescope, microscope or particle detector.
Optogenetics belongs to this tradition. It is not merely another
discovery about the brain; it is a technology for interrogating
the brain. The larger promise is therefore not that science has
finally solved (hg mystery of the human mind. It has not. The
promise is more consequential: researchers now possess
means of turning some of that mystery into experimentally
testable questions. That could reshape both neuroscience and
medicine in the decades ahead.

Diaries, a harrowing cinematic culluge

citizens determined to record hoth overt
state atrocities and the eerie cadences of
daily survival. The filmanchors The Coup
Years,a photography and videoexhibition

workof mostly Myanmar; phmugmphus.

nomnmfcrmcc \aparalysis so profuund

theexhibitincludesother film

book launche@ and discussions. Visitors

lhe bloc for bordering on outright genocide

weaponized pandemic-era mobility i uunalsolhc rdinary  denial. The shuttle diplomacy once

restmuons into bmml instruments of  ds ionof ‘s women and i by former ian Foreign

L. drivingadocumented  men, young and old. to hold their ground Mlmsler Remo Marsudi. w }uch soughtto

surge in suicides in the wake against every attempt Lo tra and cratic

of the 2021 coup. A Member their very existence. They i mpm us N.iuum] Umtv (.ovemmem (NUG), is
Equally painful to watch is toatleast reject outright now history.

a young woman murmuring the of tyranny. not only in Myanmar, but Yet Jakarta has nmmlained a crucial

“tellhim, don'ttell him”, while
picking boba balls one by one
from her ice drink and lining
them up. We learn that the
pregnancy test of the18-year-old
had apparently turned out positive. But
she couldn't tell her boylriend regardless
of the boba balls; he had told her he
needed to head to the jungle, as his name
was on a wanted list. She is left with his
blood-stained shirt.

A passport to the kingdom of the sick
Read on The Weekender Featuring the

Letters To The Editor I EJeditor@thestatesman.com

Greatlegacy

Sir, Please refer to today's report “Kaur

th]’)b down Mandhana named Cdpldln
Kaurha

(o step down from the India captaincy
across all three formats with perhaps the
best possible view of the finish line. She,
only the third Indian captain after Kapil
Dev and M.S. Dhoni to win the ICC ODL
World Cup, remained the face and force of
the transformation of women’s cricket.

Plus, there is something fitting about the
timing. Ms Kaur's final three assignments
as captain brought three major victories:

an Cup title, a
historic Test win at
Lord's and an Asi.m

forthe2028 Los. i\ng*_lm
Olympics. Not a bad day to hand over the

baton! But Harmanpreet's legacy is not just
about numbers and achievements. Her
clean hitting, fierce slog sweeps and ability
to clear the boundary with seemingly little
effort made her one of the most feared
batters of her generation. Her 171 not out
against Australia in the 2017 World Cup
remains etched in memory, but the bigger

epaper.thestatesman.com

also in our own nations.
While the crisis in occupied Palestine

boundary:it steadfastly refuses to formally
recognize the military regime led by coup

rightfully dominates publicconsciousness, Imdcr Min AungH Llamg whoseorchestrated

y in Iby citizens

the periphery, its people relentlessly  and obsuvcrs alike as d cynical slum.
terrorized and slain by theirown military. Tk Isoreached

Analysts point to a junta consumed by
L\lslenml despcmuon. scrambling to
land wrest

Indonesian soil.
In April, ivil society coalitions petitioned
Attorney General’s Office,

resource-rich territories from entrenched
ethnic resistance armies.

Meanwhile, ASEAN continues to hide
behind

its timeworn mantra of

demanding criminal prosecution of the
junta chief under universal jurisdiction
for alleged crimes against humanity and
acts of genocide.

contribution was what those innings

represented: a belief that Indian women
could take on the best without blinking,

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,

Kolkata, 7 September.

Freebie?

Sir l-rc«. bus travel for women has olten
{asanelection-ti

economy. For women, subsidised bus travel
can reduce the cost of commuting to work
and widen access toemployment. Itis more
an economic enabler than a consumption
giveaway. That said nearly 80 crore Indians
receive freeor highly subsidised foodgrains.
Seen as legitimate commitment to food
security, h(m ‘many still genuinely rcqulre
protect
not pery i Tk

l‘he latest data from the Statistics Ministry
offers nuanced reading. With only about 9
per cent of Indians using public transport.
theissue is not merely the cost of free rides
but whom they enable to participate in the

is not between welfare and reform, but

between empowerment and subsidy
dependence.

Yours, etc., R Narayanan,

Navi Mumbai, 7 September.
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Drunken driving rules must be data-driven

PRAGATI AND ABHISHEK JHA

ndia does not have a road safety
problem. It has a road safety
catastrophe. Every three minutes,
someone dies on its roads. This is
acountry with barely 1 per cent of the
world's vehicles, yet it accounts for 11
per cent of global road deaths and 6
percentoftotal crashes (MORTH, 2018).
The economic cost is staggering: An
estimated 3.14 per cent of GDP is lost
annually to the long-term income loss
from road fatalities (MORTH, 2023).
Against this backdrap, drunkdriving
occupies a p1mcular / troubling
space. Inte eviden
that alcohol-impaired driving contributes
to 10-30 per cent of fatal crashes
across countries (ITF, 2019). It is also,
characteristically, not aone-off lapse
but a habit, which is precisely the
behaviour India's newest road safety
instrument is designed to catch.
Speaking at the 66th SIAM Annual
Convention in 2026, Minister for Road
“Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari

thresholds forblood alcohol content,
or the sections that apply in the event
ofaviolation. This is not indifference.
These are people who have reasoned
about the risk and arrived at the
WrOng answer.

‘That finding undermines the logic
of deterrence-based campaigns. If
mcss.\gm;, loums onsevere penalucx

hile S

is trivial, the ion fails at

documentaries, lived experiences -
than to abstract warnings. Behavioural
science explains why: present-biased

ecision-makers, who discount future
risks heavily, respond far more to
vivid, emotionally proximate information
than to statistical warnings. A campaign
that shows a wife receiving the news,
or a child lming a parent, forces the
dn\'u o ll“djalllk an outcome in

its foundation. You cannot deter
behaviour when the pcrcu\u.l cost

thanin probabilities.
If drivers cannot see the consequences
of their choices, the state, for its part,

of being caught is igi
And even where drivers know the
risk, many cannot act on it. In several
‘Tier-2 and Tier-3towns, drivers report
knowing they should not drive drunk
but lack any alternative. Late-night
cransp tis unreliable, publu[rdnsu
lable, and safe parki
are limited. In such contexts, the
choice is not between responsible
and irresponsible behaviour. It is
between driving drunk and being
stranded.
The study also reveals an important

planstoi e agraded

matters. Regional

points system under which every
traffic offence will debit a driver's
licence, and enough debits will cost
them the licence altogether. The logic
is straightforward: make the licence
itself the collateral, and drivers will
think twice. Whether that logic holds
for Indian drivers is another matter.

A field study by Pahlé India
Foundation, a New Delhi-based think
tank, across RTOs in Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh in February 2025 found
that over 90 per cent of drivers who
self-reported drinking and driving
are not fully aware of the legal
consequences. The prevailing belief
is simple: if caught, you pay a fine
and move on. Few are aware of the
possibility of imprisonment, the legal

dlllucnccs shape how drivers perceive
and report alcohol consumption. In
the Haridwar region, for instance,
cannabis consumption (bhaang) is
culturally accepted, whereas alcohol
remains taboo under religious
prohibitions, producing markedly
lower levels of self-reporting. The
implication cuts two ways. Prevalence
is likely understated wherever alcohol
carries stigma, and a single national
campaign will land differently. or not
at all, across these settings.

There is no single 'Indian driver
psychology'. There are many. What
does resonate is emotional content.
Drivers respond more strongly to
narratives showing the impact of
their actions on their families - stories,

cannot reliably see
India’s road accident data, compiled
by the Mmlslry of Road Transport
and Highways, is largely FIR-based.
This creates an immediate blind spot:
incidents that do not lead to an FIR
inofficial records.
alcohol and
drugs were involved in roughly 1 in
40 road deaths in 2022 (MoRTH,
2022) - appears modest. But it is not
iving in India.
Itisameasure of cases serious enough
to generate police paperwork.

The problem runs deeper. India's
accidentdata ecosystemis fragmented.
Overspeeding, for instance, is d
the cause in seven out of 10 road fataliti

The diagnosis is clear: [ndia's
approach to drunk driving relies
heavily on penalties and awareness,
while underinvesting in data systems

Yetitis: plausiblethata portion
of these incidents involve alcohol.
Without breathalyser testing at the
scene, they are recorded as overspeeding
alone. Even when post-mortems detect
alcohol, that information often remains
confined to hospital records unless an
FIR is filed.

There is no unified system linking
breathalyser data, FIRs, hospital
admissions and RTO licence records
in real time. Nor is there national
integration. An offender caught in
Bengaluru today effectively resets
their record in Chennai tomorrow. The
system punishes once, and then forgets.

and bel al design.

This is precisely where the graded
points system is vulnerable. Points
raise the cost of being caught. They
do nothing to raise the chance of it.
violation

c. a steeper penalty
attached to an event he does not
expect to oceur changes very little,

Policymakers should therefore
regional benchmarking of
inroad safety infrastructure, and the
creation of a centralised offender
database linked to existing platforms
such as VAHAN and Sarathi. Such

integration would ensure that traffic
violations follow offenders across
state lines, strengthening both
enforcement and accountability.
Alongside it, campaigns must be built
regionally and emotionally rather
than nationally and statistically, and
late-night transport treated as road
safety infrastructure rather than a
municipal afterthought.

More than 400 people will die on
Indian roads tomorrow. That number
has not changed meaningfully in
years, The tools fora dlﬁeruu outcome
are not missing. The decision to use
them is.

writers are, res
Fellow at Pablé India
bused think tank.

Strengthening federalism needs structural reset

DRD SUBBARAO

r. B.R. Ambedkar, Chairman

of the Drafting Committee

of the Constitution of India

had said, “Thoughthe country
and people may be divided into different
States for convenience of administration,
the country is one integral whole, its
people a single people living under a
singleimperium derived from asingle
source”. After the rise of regional
political parties in the country over a
few decades, political leaders mobilised
voters around local pride, language
and “sons-of-the soil” ideals and
channelized regional grievances into
active democratic politics.

To champion the cause of regional
identity and federalism, they directly
challenged the high concentration of
power with the Centre. Frequent
dismissal of dcmocmucally eln.ued
State Governments b

the Sarkaria Commission (1983-88)

agencies in bmle -level m\csuganom

canund f States.

consultation with

the use of Article 356 in States. After
the implementation of some
recommendations of the Sarkaria
Commission, relations between the
Centre and States improved to an
extent and the spirit of cooperative
federalism also got a boost.

However, some instances of friction
in Centre-State relation are still taking
place, especially in opposition- ruled

The for general consent
from lhe States fora CBI investigation
has become contentious.

The Inter-State Council, created
under the Article 263 of the Constitution,
helps coordinate between States in
resolving federal disputes and fostering
cooperation between the Centre and
States. The Inter-State Council is yet
to be made a permanent body under
the Constitution, as suggested by the

States. The States face heavy exper ¢
responsibilities alongside a high revenue
dependence on the Centre. Tl hc Fuur:

Punchhi C It is necessary
to enhance the role of the Inter-State
C ouncl] toaddress Centre-Stateissues.

controls vast
deficit financing, loans from the
organised money market in the country,
as well as in the form of foreign aid. In
addition, the Centre collects cess and
surcharge on taxes which is outside
the divisible pool. On the other hand,
States lack res s todischarge their

Presidential Rule in the States in
1983-84, curbing greater financial
autonomy of the States and other
issues of friction influenced politics to
a great extent across the country. It
has paved the way for strong regional
coalitions and shifted the nation towards
amore g,mumelv fnderal structure.
C

responsibilities at times and hence are
dependent on the Centre.

Friction frequently arises when the
Union Government appointed Governors
delay orwithhold assent to Bills passed
by State Legislatures and sometimes
reserve Bills for th President of Lndm
There arc stances where |

State Water Tribunals often
report lnng delays, sometimes more
than a decade, to reach a decision.
These delays are due to the process

ed by

The Central Government should

G
which keep funds out of the divis
tax pool is a necessity. Under the 73rd
and 74th Constitution:
the devolution of funds, functions and

itself and get
in the Supreme Court, leading to
inefficiencies in the system. The Central
Government had introduced the
Inter-State River Water Disputes
(Amendment) Bill 2019 to address
prolonged delays and inefficiencies in
resolving inter-State disputes.

The 15th Finance C i

functionaries of local bodies (urban
and rural) may be empowered for
betterment and ease of living of citizens
across the country.

Some experts suggest the need to
revisit conditional and discretionary
gmms under A\mcle 282 to prevent
e-based

(2020-2025) faced criticism from some
States for using 2011 population data
in Terms of Reference (ToR) for tax

is the concept
of federalism in which national, State
and local governments increasingly
interact cooperatively and collectively
to solve common problems.
Centre-State relations are very delicate
and involve mutual trust and respect.
The Indian model of federalism is
predominantly “cooperative” as laid
down by the Supreme Court’s landmark
judgement in State of Rajasthan vs
Union of India, 1977. In this context.

over Concurrcm List subjects and
uniform social sector policies that

devolution. g States in the
Finance Commission’s ToR is crucial
for ensuring a fair, transparent and

devolution. They a]:.o suggest theneed
to improve transparency and build
consensus within the GST Council to
balance national market integration
with State rate flexibility.
ln()njcrmavuidpami. ngubernatorial

The role of central investigative
agencies such as Central Burmu of
Investigation, ¢
National Investigation r\bem) and
others hasbeena subject of considerable
debate, especially in the context of its
impact on federalism in India. The
increasing involvement of central

inIndia. It further ensures fair resource

and consultative process forappointment

challenges
across the country.

Strengthening federation in India
needs astructural reset that enhances
States' fiscal autonomy, effects reforms
intherole of Governors and revitalizes
collaborative inter-governmental

of Gove to the States should be
framed. There is need to explore
Amendments to the existing Act to
clearly define and limit the Governor’s
role in State affairs. It is also essential
to codify strict statutory timelines for
granting assent to State Bills.

xercise self-restraintand avoid legislating
onState-level subjects unless national
uniformity is absolutely warranted.
Concurrent List overreach may be
limited by the Centre to the extent
possible. NITI Aayog which has been
constituted to actualise Lhc gunl of

I platform.
It should brmu the States together as
'lmlm]u"[ovxxklmmn]sdﬂdqmml
of the nation onthe premise that strong
States make a strong nation. More
powers may be bestowed upon NITI
Aayog.

It is crucial to address emerging
federal challenges such as upcoming
delimitation impacts, ensuring that
States with varying demographictrends
maintain fair political weight across
the country. India can strengthen its
federal structure by ensuring a balance
between national unity and State
autonomy while preserving the spirit
of cooperative federalism.

100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman
dated 09 October 1926

OCCASIONAL
NOTE

THE failure to elucidate the cause of the
terrible air tragedy at Ton bridge throws us
back upon speedlation as to why there
should be so many more accidents on the
French cross-Channel air line than on the
English. It is natural to conclude that the
fault lies with the groundmen. A good pilot
and a fine aeroplane afford no protection
st a careless fitter or mechanic. In the
days of the War the prudLnl pilot made a
lrcquenl practice of springing on his mechanic
a surprl\c invitation to accompany him in
the air. No one dared hesitate in face of
such an invitation, for reluctance would
immediately suggest that the mechanic
lacked confidence in the machine which
he was supposed to keep in perfect flying
trim. The knowledge that a “{lip” might be
their lot at any moment had a marvellous
effect in keeping air mechanics up to the
mark. Can it be that the French civilian
airman is forgetting this bit of War wisdom?

NewsItems

‘UNITED STATES OF
EUROPE’

ECONOMIC PLAN
TO COMBAT
AMERICA

("TIMES™SPECIAL SERVICE.)
PARIS, OCT.

M. LOUCHEUR, ex-Minister of Finance,
writing in LOeuvre, envisages an economic
“United States of Europe” to combat America’s
methodical production.

Europe, he writes, needs a supreme
economic council like that at Geneva in
order to facilitate agreements between the
key industries of different countries, with
safeguards to prevent combines overriding
the Governments.

Failing such agreements Europe will lapse
intoindustrial anarchy in the face of American
domination.

DRASTIC ACTION BY
MINERS

“SAFETY MEN”TO
BE CALLED OUT

AHMEDABAD, OCT.

In addition to having rejected the
Government's proposals on the advice of
thedistricts, the Miners Federation delegates
have taken the drastic step of deciding to
call out the safety men and place an embargo
on foreign coal. The resolution was submitted
by South Wales.

In the meantime the number of miners
working in defiance of the strike order is
daily i ine Ani R q

campaign is to be pursued in the “disloyal”
areas with the object of getting the men to

rejoin the strikers’ re
l‘ hcre was an angry bcc.m-: during the
eceding the vote. Mr. Herbert

witer is a retited development banker and

\nhmm st

Crossword | No. 293604

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Yesterday's Solution

ACROSS 15 Detective in midst necessary when 6 Member of tribe 16 US director
of storm pursuing housing settling in supporting live
1 Pass round a dirty soldier (7,3) revolutionar Toulouse - see puzzle
place, a Government 17 Camal with a bed collection of animals ~ one leave aboard (8)
building (7) ~romantic  (7) this at sea 17 MMT-based design
Competing in llgntmg7 (10) 28 See 12 Down (8) with not a word
pursuit of sidesin 18 Check stone 7 Popular races about one reactor
league s taxing emblem's edges DOWN engaging traveller, element
7) (@) one not boosted by (1)
9 Winged creature, 21 Stoppedincluding 1 What oblivious others (9) 19 No time for doctor
vaguely clear, about section 13— it's theatregoer may do 8 French river saying little
to hover (9) rejected (9) in part of London running north @
10 God, for one Rector, 22 Not stunned, ) through French 20 English regret
will involve source dispatching asingle 2 Nut found in Cape station getting upset
of tension (5) (5 Canaveral (5) (7) about chief
11 Feeling hot mealis 24 Big story | cover, 3 Poorquality wood  12/28 Mathematical American card
missing starter involving Australian used in test (6) claim confusing for game (6)
(5! (5) Mathematical tool elite maths master? 23 Quality, one not
12 Developed pleasure 25 Recalled mainarticle  the target of hack? Not 1(7,4,7) observed in
in penning two lines linked to movement 3 14 Tabloid is upset restaurant worker
and good further of anartistickind 5 Told stories about initially on 5)
line (4-5) (9) heartless lady being identifying daring 26 Regular contributors
13 Failure in teamis 27 Mammal - dastal starlet's curves to swift session
sacked (4) something @7) 9) 3)
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Smith, the miners’ president, who criticised
the resolution amid protests, threatened to
leave the Chair.

BROADCASTING IN
INDIA

DIRECTOR’S HOPE
OF GOOD SERVICE

LONDON, OCT.

MR. Eric Dunstan of the British Broadcasting
Company. will depart for India by the
Kaiser-i-Hind in December. He hopes to
inaugurate a broad-casting service on
March 1 at Bombay and Calcutta.

Inaninterview Mr. Dunstan emphas
that ingin England had
become far more than a commercial
undertaking and was now a national service.
He had had the privilege of working under
the managing-director, Mr. . C. C. Reith,
and had just as high an ideal for an Indian
Broadcasting Company. How far his
experience of broadcasting in England
would be of help in India it was impossible
tosay, but with the co-operation, assistance,
and advice of those on the spot who knew
India, he must try to adapt his knowledge
to the new conditions.




oneer

NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | OCTOBER 9, 2026

The ]

Editor’s

TAKE

Gaza demands more
than a ceasefire

Three years after the October 7 massacre, the last Israeli
hostage is home, but Gaza lies devastated, while the
region remains scarred and its future uncertain

Three years ago, on October 7, 2023, when Hamas-led
gunmen killed about 1,200 Israelis and took 251 hostages,
the massacre changed the politics of the region. That
massacre was a crime, and no grievance excuses it. For the
first time, no Israeli hostage remains in Gaza on this
anniversary. But what followed was not justice. It was the
near-annihilation of Gaza and its people.

The numbers are hard to hold in the mind. Roughly
74,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to Gaza's
health ministry. About 80 per cent of structures are
damaged. Most of the enclave’s two million-plus residents
have been displaced and squeezed into less than half the
Strip. A UN commission of inquiry has found that acts of
genocide were committed.

Fewer than half of Gaza's health facilities function even
partially, and the World Health Organization says none has
been restored to full capacity since the ceasefire. That
ceasefire, imposed last October under Donald Trump's 20-
point plan, has stopped the big offensives, not the dying.

The ministry counts 1,467 deaths since it began. The
International Stabilisation Force has yet to deploy. The
Palestinian technocratic c meant to run Gaza has
not taken charge. Israel says its troops hold about 64 per
cent of the territory, and humanitarian access remains
tightly restricted. The war did not stay in Gaza. It has
spread to Lebanon, Syria and a wider confrontation with
Iran that still grinds on, rattling energy markets and
fuelling global anger at Israel.

Meanwhile, world attention has drifted, and with it the
pressure that forced the truce. The real test comes after
Israel’s election, when the ceasefire's next phase will either
move or quietly die. Gaza desperately needs help, not just
help but a complete plan to reconstruct and rehabilitate
the people who have endured a lot in the last three years.

The way forward is not mysterious, only unglamorous.
Deploy the stabilisation force. Put Gaza's administration in
Palestinian technocratic hands. Open the crossings fully
and fund reconstruction at scale, not at leisure. Sequence
Hamas's disarmament with Israeli withdrawal. Above all,
restore a political horizon: without a credible path to
Palestinian statehood, every ceasefire is an intermission.
And accountability must cut both ways, for the October 7
atrocities and for Gaza's destruction.

India has real stakes in West Asia: millions of citizens
working in the Gulf, its energy supply and the IMEC
corridor, which needs a calm region. New Delhi formally
backs a two-state solution and welcomed the Trump plan.

But friendship with Israel does not require silence on
Gaza. New Delhi has access in Jerusalem that few capitals
enjoy. It should use it to press for unhindered aid, an end
to strikes and a political track, and offer the reconstruction
help it can afford. A civilisational power cannot be seen to
grieve for only one side.

DaiV&Vani

Running in Torn Spikes

Resources can be borrowed or bought, but the belief to keep
running has to be built from within.

Gurvindervir Singh, a 25-year-old sprinter from Patial village near
Bhogpur in Punjab, won bronze in the 100 metres at the Asian
Games in Nagoya. For two to three years he trained in torn spike
shoes because his family could not afford new ones. He was told
Indians were not suited to the 100 metres, and even his father sug-
gested he change events. He did not. He went on to become the
first Indian to run under 10.10 seconds, clocking 10.09 at the
Federation Cup in Ranchi. After he shared his struggles on social
media, support came from people around the world.

Asked why he never changed his event, he said, "My coaches
never told me that it was not possible, then why should I change
my event?" The Mahabharata gives us Ekalavya, a young archer
turned away from Drona's school, who practised alone before a
clay image of the teacher and mastered the art with almost nothing.
His story ended unjustly, with his thumb demanded as an offer-
ing. Gurvinder's story carries a gentler ending: coaches who
believed in him, and a country that finally noticed.

We often postpone our efforts until the right equipment, cir-
cumstance or approval arrives, and in waiting we lose years. Today,
begin one worthwhile task with exactly what you have, and trust
the effort to attract the help it needs.

-DAIV

y
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he
Indian Air Force (IAF) Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team aircraft perform manoeuvre
during the Exercise Tarang Shakti 2026 in Jodhpur PHOTO: PTI

The new-age policing:
Smarter, faster, more humane

In a fast-changing world, police performance will be judged not by the number of tech-based applications launched,
but by the number of crimes that do not take place

In the 1990s, when | first walked into a police
station as a trainee IPS officer, policing was largely
a race to catch up with crime. The tools were
modest: a handwritten ‘Rojnamcha’, a tempera-
mental black rotary-dial telephone, and the
institutional memory of the MHC and beat con-
stable. Success was measured by how quickly the
police reached the scene, arrested the accused
and restored order.

Three decades later, that paradigm is chang-
ing fundamentally. Technology, data and intel-
ligence are enabling the police to move from
reacting to crime to anticipating and preventing
it. The critical question is no longer merely, “What
happened?” but “What s likely to happen - and
what can we do before it does?”

This is the essence of new-age policing: using
technology not as an end in itself, but as an instru-
ment to prevent crime, accelerate justice, protect
the vulnerable and make policing more accessi-
ble, accountable and humane. In Haryana, this
transformation is already visible - from Dial 112
and women’s safety initiatives to cybercrime inter-
vention, Al-assisted investigation, digital evi-
dence and real-time intelligence. Based on more
than five million calls each year, the average
response time stays below seven minutes,
whetherin cities or the countryside. Motorbikes
can navigate market streets where four-wheel-
ers would get stuck.

‘When a woman is in danger, she presses one
button on the Durga Shaktiapp, and her current
location is sent to the same command centre. A
woman who is travelling alone at night can reg-
ister her journey and be effectively looked after
until she gets home. This is not a reactive action;
itis accompaniment.

The previous system largely failed to cope with
cybercrime because criminals could be based in
another country and money could vanish within
minutes. The helpline 1930, connected to Dial 112
and manned by bank representatives who work
with police officers, gets about 5,000 calls every
day and freezes suspicious transfers before
mule accounts can drain them.

Haryana leads the nation in preventing fraud-
ulent transfers and has recovered about 40 per
cent of funds defrauded within the state. Since
June, any complaint (online) involving a loss of
more than 1 lakh has automatically resulted in
ane-Zero FIR. Prevention is now taking steps even
further upstream; the ‘Abhedya’ app enables
unknown international extortion calls to be kept
from reaching the victim, and the Dual OTP pilot
allows a trusted contact of a senior citizen to block

asuspicious large transaction, providing a small
amount of protection against the ‘digital
arrest’ scam. The basic beat has also been recon-
sidered. With the Eagle app, an on-duty police
officer can immediately compare a detainee’s

THE ULTIMATE TEST, face with a database of offenders, exposing
HOWEVER, IS NOT i and avoiding i

THE NUMBER OF for law-abiding citizens. The National

Automated Fingerprint Identification System

APPS LAUNCHED OR (NAFIS) can match a blurred fingerprint recov-

DATABASES ered ata crime scene with entries in the nation-

CREATED. IT IS MUCH
SIMPLER: HOW MANY

al records in just a few seconds. Smart E-Beat
records patrols using GPS, and the Crime and

CRIMESARE ~ Ciminatiickng etworond st CCTi

PREVENTED, HOW sic facilities. Meanwhile, e-Sakshya ensures that

MANY VICTIMS ARE crime-scene evidence is preserved in an
PROTECTED, HOW unchangeable form.

QUICKLY JUSTICE IS The reforms go beyond the streets to affect

DELIVERED, AND the fundamenra_l machinery of the justice

b system. When evidence parcels move from the

HOW MUCH PUBLIC police station to the forensic laboratory, a

TRUST THE POLICE barcode is assigned to each one, creating a

EARN chain of custody that can withstand judicial

The writer is the Director
General of Police, Haryana.

scrutiny. Instead of making long, risky journeys,
prisoners now attend court through secure
video links.

Even people with no name are now being
given one: an Al-assisted system matches the
faces and fingerprints of unidentified bodies
with those in the missing persons database,
giving closure to families who have been
waiting for years. Similarly, internal tools
matter; complaint dashboards show where
complaints go unaddressed, so accountabili-
ty does not rely entirely on goodwill.

Crash data is converted into heat maps that
show engineers where to redesign a curve, and
cashless trauma care helps shorten the impor-
tant golden hour. On motorways, number-plate
recognition cameras continuously monitor the
situation and also serve as a record for track-

ing vehicles that escape.

IFwe discuss only the possible outcomes of
this transformation without going further, we
would be poor guardians of it. The United States
experience with statistics-based policing -
especially its use of dashboards, performance
targets and strict enforcement of minor
offences — shows that crime statistics can
decrease even as community confidence falls.

Facial recognition, currently being developed
to identify offenders who have admitted guilt
and those who have jumped bail, and lawful
interception can resultin excessive surveillance
unless strict legal safeguards, regular auditing
and proper oversight are in place.

Thatis the reason why the key improvement
does not lie in the server room: just as impor-
tantas any software are training in de-escala-
tion, awareness of bias and courtesy. Digital ser-
vices matter too, because the 'HARSAMAY' portal
lets citizens avoid queuing fora copy ofan FIR
ora verification certificate, and QR-code feed-
back at station counters gives each visitor a
chance to share their views. By conducting
online patrols and maintaining a visible pres-
ence on social media platforms, the commu-
nity extends its area of responsibility into the
digital environment.

“New Age Policing™ In the fast-changing
world, the performance will be judged not by
the number of tech-based applications we
launch, but by the number of crimes that do
not take place, the number of people who are
notharmed, and the citizens who do not even
need to go into a police station for an FIR (now
e-FIR[Zero FIR beyond jurisdiction).

The ultimate test, however, is not the
number ofapps launched or databases created.
Itis much simpler: How many crimes are pre-
vented, how many victims are protected, how
quickly justice is delivered, and how much
public trust the police earn.

What patience teaches us about progress

5 )

Speed can certainly improve efficiency. But efficien-
cy becomes dangerous when it is confused with haste.
Some structures, whether physical or social, cannot
be rushed without weakening what they are meant
to sustain.

Curing is a useful metaphor for public policy. A bridge

SIDDHARTH cannot be made safe merely by completing its visible
structure. Its foundations, joints, materials and load-
ROY bearing elements must perform together over time.
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Concrete offers an unfashionable lesson to a civilisa-
tion addicted to speed: strength takes time. A freshly
poured slab may look complete, but its real transfor-
mation has only begun. Cement reacts with water, par-
ticles bind, moisture is retained, and strength devel-
ops gradually. Engineers therefore do not simply pour
concrete and walk away. They cure it, protect it and
allow it to mature. What appears to be waiting is, in
fact, part of construction.

Modern life has increasingly treated time as an obsta-
cle. We want instant communication, instant delivery,
instant profits and instant transformation.
Governments announce targets with compressed
timelines; businesses chase quarterly results; individ-
uals measure progress through immediate outcomes.

Similarly, a new law, institution or economic reform
requires testing, adjustment and public acceptance.
A policy may be announced in a day, but its conse-
quences can take years to reveal themselves. The impa-
tience to demonstrate results can encourage govern-
ments to privilege what is measurable immediately
over what becomes valuable eventually.

The same principle applies to cities. Roads can be
widened quickly, buildings can rise rapidly and new
infrastructure can be inaugurated on schedule. Yet
urban resilience depends on things less visible:
drainage capacity, maintenance systems, open spaces,
ecological buffers and institutional coordination.
These cannot be improvised after a crisis. They
require patient investment before the crisis arrives. The
absence of visible progress does not mean the
absence of progress.

There is also a personal lesson. Education, expertise,
trustand character resemble concrete more than soft-
ware. They cannot simply be downloaded. A student

needs years of reading and failure; a professional needs
experience; trust requires repeated proof. Attempts to
accelerate these processes may produce impressive
appearances without corresponding depth.

Patience, however, should not become an excuse for
inefficiency. Concrete is cured according to scientif-
ic requirements, not left indefinitely. Good engineer-
ing is not slow for the sake of being slow; it is delib-
erate where time affects performance. The wisdom lies
in knowing what can be accelerated and what cannot.

Perhaps modern society needs this distinction
more urgently than ever. We have become remarkably
good at reducing waiting, but less skilled at under-
standing its purpose. Yet some forms of waiting are
productive. They allow systems to settle, weakness-
es to emerge and strength to develop.

Engineers know that a structure designed only for
immediate performance may fail under tomorrow’s
load. The same is true of societies. Sustainable
progress is not always the fastest progress. Sometimes,
the most responsible thing we can do is build careful-
ly, protect what is still developing, and give true
strength the one resource no technology can manu-
facture: time, patience, discipline, attention, humili-
ty and care.

The writer, a civil engineer, is a consultant at Rashtriya Raksha
University under the Ministry of Home Affairs

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Higher rates squeeze household budgets

Apropos, “RBI raises rate, loans get costlier”, Oct 8.
The Reserve Bank of India’s decision to raise the repo
rate by 25 basis points to 5.5 per cent comes as a crush-
ing blow to middle-class households across the
nation. While the central bank's intent to curb infla-
tion is understandable, this upward revision will
directly translate into higher Equated Monthly
Instalments (EMIs) for housing, personal and educa-
tional loans, placing an immense burden on retail bor-
rowers.For ordinary citizens, the timing could not be
worse. Families are already wrestling with severe
financial distress caused by the relentlessly rising
prices of essential commodities, daily food items and
healthcare services. Coupled with stagnant salaries
and negligible income growth in recent years, this
additional interest burden will severely squeeze
already tight monthly household budgets, leaving vir-
tually no room for savings or discretionary spending.
An increased EMI burden will force vulnerable fam-
ilies to make painful compromises on basic living stan-
dards or risk falling into debt traps. The RBI
and the government must introduce targeted relief
measures or capped loan resets to protect fixed-

income borrowers.
N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

Detention raises questions over dialogue

Apropos of the first-page story, “Day of detention ends
with Rahul, Priyanka release at night” (The Pioneer,
October 7), the detention of Opposition leaders raises
serious questions about the space for dialogue. Hundreds
of MPs staged a protest march to the Election Commission
ofIndia office to present their grievances concerning the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise. Instead of
avoiding engagement, the Election Commission should
address the questions raised by opposition parties with
clarity, logic and constitutional propriety.

Erecting barricades and making elaborate security
arrangements against elected representatives, followed
by the detention of lawmakers in large numbers, does
little to strengthen confidence in democratic institutions.
The concerns raised by the Opposition deserve a
response rather than silence.

The political situation has changed. There was a time
when the ruling establishment set the narrative, while
the Opposition reacted. Today, the Opposition is raising
issues that demand answers from those in power.

Leadership requires listening, accountability and the
ability to address questions. As John C Maxwell observed,
“Aleader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and
shows the way."

PK SHARMA | PUNJAB

Peaceful protest deserves space

The proposed protest at Jantar Mantar on October 10
raises important questions about the right to peaceful
assembly and democratic participation. While Delhi
Police has been informed about the protest, represen-
tatives of student organisations and the Cockroach
Janata Party have said they will not wait for “permis-
sion” and that informing the police should be sufficient
for necessary law-and-order and traffic arrangements.

The protesters have stated that the agitation will not
be limited to demanding the resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar. They are also
seeking repeal of the 2023 law governing the appoint-
ment of election commissioners and reforms to the elec-
toral system. If the protest remains peaceful, authori-
ties should facilitate the exercise of citizens’ constitu-
tional rights while ensuring public safety and traffic man-
agement. The stated participation of young people from
across the country, including members of the INDIA bloc,
makes it important that their concerns are heard
through lawful and peaceful means.

Dialogue and accommuodation are preferable to con-
frontation. Democratic institutions are strengthened
when citizens can express their concerns and grievances
without fear.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
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India’s Al opportunity lies beyond
the race for bigger models

A child leams to recognise a chair from a handful of examples; today’s most advanced Al systems require enormous
computing power to achieve comparable generalisation. India should compete in the Al race, but also ask the deeper
question: what does the 20-watt human brain know that our machines do not?

MODERN
NEUROSCIENCE HAS
o DEVELOPED
INCREASINGLY
SURESH SHOBHIT POWERFUL
PRABHU MATHUR INSTRUMENTS FOR
OBSERVING THE
A child can learn what a chair is from a handful of BRAIN FROM THE
examples. Give a child a few chairs of different shapes, OUTSIDE. PERHAPS
sizes and colours, and soon the child can recognise THE NEXT
a chair they have never seen before. They can distin-
guish a chair from a table, infer that a stool belongs ADVANCES WILL
to the same conceptual family, and apply the idea to REQUIRE US TO
obijects in unfamiliar settings. Human intelligence gen- COMBINE THESE
eralises from remarkably little data. MEASUREMENTS
Now consider what it takes to reproduce even a H MO
fraction of this general-purpose intelligence artificial- WITH MUCH RE
ly. OpenAl's latest frontier model, GPT-6 Astra, was SYSTEMATIC
developed through the company’s largest training run, INVESTIGATION OF
6, SeCATMIN o Tepg.cnS an Hs ISaneh, Oponl Aot
describes Astra as its most capable model S/et. with EXPERIENCE FROM
state-of-the-art performance across reasoning, com- WITHIN. IT
puter use, coding, science and professional work. REQUIRES
The contrast is extraordinary. A human brain, weigh- RECOGNISING THAT
ing roughly 1.3 kilograms, operates on approximate- A COMPLETE
ly 20 watts of metabolic power. It learns continuous- SCIENCE OF
ly, generalises from sparse experience and adapts to
situations it has never encountered. We can now build COGNITION MAY
artificial systems of extraordinary capability, but NEED METHODS
;ﬁ?;i‘g?ﬁé—:ﬂt{ﬁgfﬁfw requires industrial-scale com- CAPABLE OF
This is not merely altechno[ogical curiosity. It may CONNECTING FIRST-
be one of India's most important strategic opportu- PERSON
nities. The global Al race is increasingly becoming a EXPERIENCE WITH
race of scale. The largest companies are accumulat- THIRD-PERSON
ing GPUs, data, capital and engineering talent at a rate MEASUREMENT

that few countries or institutions can match. India
should absolutely participate in this race. We need
computing infrastructure, foundational models,
chips, data centres and world-class Al researchers. But
there is little strategic value in deciding that our ambi-
tion is to become the second-best version of some-
thing that someone else has already built. There is
no enduring national advantage in being second at
the same game.

India needs to investigate a different question: why
does biological intelligence achieve so much gener-
alisation, abstraction and adaptability with so little
energy and so little experience?

We still do not have a satisfactory scientific
answer. We understand many components of the
brain and have made enormous advances in neuro-

Suresh Prabhu is a former Union
Minister and parliamentarian.

Shobhit Mathur is the co-founder and
Vice-Chancellor of Rishihood University

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

science, but we do not possess a comprehensive theory
of how intelligence emerges from them. We do not fully
understand how the brain forms abstractions, transfers
knowledge across domains, learns continuously without
catastrophic loss of previous knowledge, or constructs
useful models of the world from relatively sparse
experience.

These are precisely the questions that could produce dis-
proportionate advances in Al A better understanding of
biological intelligence could lead to fundamentally differ-
entapproaches to learning and computation. A new prin-
ciple for generalisation could matter more than another
generation of larger models. A radically more efficient archi-
tecture could matter more than another expansion of com-
puting infrastructure. The largest opportunity may there-
fore lie not in scaling today's paradigm, but in discover-
ing what today's paradigm is missing.

This is a difficult research programme, and that is pre-
cisely why universities should pursue it. Markets and com-
panies naturally favour research with identifiable commer-
cial returns. Fundamental questions about cognition,
abstraction and consciousness may take decades to
resolve and may produce no immediate product. Yet some
of the most consequential technologies in modern history
emerged from research whose eventual applications
were impossible to predict at the time.

Modern neuroscience has developed increasingly pow-
erful instruments for observing the brain from the outside.
Perhaps the next advances will require us to combine these
measurements with much more systematic investigation
of subjective experience from within. It requires recognis-
ing that a complete science of cognition may need
methods capable of connecting first-person experience with
third-person measurement. This could become a distinc-
tive Indian research programme: neuroscience, cognitive
science, Al, mathematics, philosophy and contemplative
practice brought together around one fundamental ques-
tion: what are the computational principles of intelligence?

The objective should not be to build an Indian copy of
GPT-6 Astra. By the time we reproduce today's frontier, the
frontier will have moved again. The objective should be to
understand something that the frontier itself does not yet
understand.

India should therefore make two bets. We should
invest aggressively in the infrastructure required to
compete in today's Al economy. Alongside it, we should
create long-horizon research programmes willing to
pursue questions where the probability, timing and form
of the payoff are unknown.

The second bet may turn out to be far more important.
The 20-watt brain is telling us something profound.
Intelligence does not necessarily require enormous
amounts of computation. We simply do not yet understand
how nature achieves it.

India’s opportunity is to study that gap. If we spend the
next decade trying to catch the leaders, we may become
very good at following them. If we spend part of that decade
discovering a fundamentally different theory of intelligence,
we may have a chance to lead.

EC divide raises
questions over autonomy

These are troubled times for the Election Commission
of India (ECI). For decades, the body has been the stan-
dard-bearer of impartial polling, embracing new
technology and earning international acclaim as a
guide to other democracies on free and fair elections.
That reputation now faces its sternest test.

According to an investigative report in The Indian
Express on September 23, 2026, two of the three
members of the C ission, Election Ci issioner
ANIL ANAND Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, came close to

open revolt against Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, only to return to the same table and project normalcy. Their
grievance was procedural. They recorded objections 14 times in 10 months to deci-
sions and orders taken without their knowledge. The charge against the CEC is that
he has sought to centralise the Commission's functioning, a direct affront to the demo-
cratic spirit of a collegiate body.

Controversy is not new to Nirvachan Sadan. The biggest turmoil before this came
under T N Seshan, when the poll panel was converted from a solo-driven vehicle into
a three-member body. Seshan went to court against the government's decision and
made his fellow Election C i , GV G Kri: thy and Manohar Singh
Gill, parties to the case. Later, CEC N Gopalaswami wrote to the government seeking
the removal of Election Commissioner Navin Chawla. The government of the day
rejected the plea, and Chawla, who had close links with the Gandhi family, ultimate-
ly retired as CEC himself.

In nearly two decades of covering the ECI, | have watched professional and per-
sonal rivalries between commissioners play out, sometimes in the open. This is dif-
ferent. An Election Commissioner dissenting from the other two, or the reverse, is
one thing. Here, the majority of the Commission says it was bypassed by a minority.

The law is clear. Section 18(2) of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, says
all business of the Commission shall, as far as possible, be transacted unanimously.
Where the CEC and the Election Commissioners differ, the matter “shall be decided
according to the opinion of the majority". Even the procedure for transacting and allo-
cating business can be regulated only by unanimous decision. The principle is older
than the statute. In T N Seshan vs Union of India (1995), the Supreme Court stressed
that Article 324 entrusts elections to the Commission, not to an individual.

The two Election Commissioners then wrote to the Cabinet Secretary about hap-
penings in an autonomous constitutional body. The step is puzzling, though it conveys
the gravity of the situation, since the proper authority was the President of India. The
ECI has since said the letters concerned an officer on deputation and no policy matter.
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At the heart of the row is the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls.
A storm was already brewing around it. Former CEC S Y Qureshi has described the
SIR in its present form as “illegal and unconstitutional”. Now it emerges that much
of it was done without the knowledge of two of the three commissioners. As report-
ed, Sandhu and Joshi objected repeatedly to procedural flaws and to being kept out
of the loop on adding new voters and deleting names. They described the steps on
new voters as “unauthorised, illegal”, warned against access to the voter database
being centralised in Delhi while bypassing state officials, and flagged concerns over
the integrity of the voter software. They also objected to IT department heads becom-
ing super-heads on changes to the rolls while senior ECI officials were kept out. The
full C ission did not meet May and August 2026, which points to a deeper
malady in the poll panel.

Did Kumar act on his own? Or is he part of a wider net, controlled from above, as
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi alleges? Gandhi sees the report
asvindication of his earlier charge that electoral manipulation helped the ruling dis-
pensation win. At his press conference after the exposé, he tried to link the CEC to
the top hierarchy of the Central government. Kumar can hardly feel comfortable after
a former Kerala Chief Secretary claimed that Kumar, then a serving officer, had sounded
him out about contesting the Lok Sabha election on a BIP ticket. Was he bidding on
behalf of the saffron party bosses?

Surprisingly, the ruling B|P seems to have walked willingly into Gandhi's trap. The
ECI's own rebuttal was guarded and deadpan, steering clear of the contentious issues.
The BJP was more upfront, pressing its spokespersons into service “to defend the
ECI". That drew a sharp remark from columnist Tavleen Singh, no one's idea of a critic
of the right, in an X post: “Is the B|P not embarrassed that their party spokesmen
are speaking on behalf of the Election Commission? Is that not in itself a giveaway?”

In an official statement, the Commission played down the leaks, saying “differ-
ing views and observations are a normal part of deliberation”. It conceded that
members held differing opinions but insisted these did not reflect its official posi-
tion. On September 26, the three commissioners met together and promised that
agendas would be circulated in advance and minutes recorded. That is an indirect
admission of what was missing.

The government's role will come under scrutiny because Kumar is the first CEC
appointed under the controversial 2023 Selection Act, which gave the executive a
clear advantage on the selection panel by removing the Chief Justice of India. The
exposé has revived the allegation that a centralised poll panel is being used to the
government's advantage. Handled badly, it can have serious repercussions for the
government, though it rises above party lines.

An institution whose only real currency is public trust
cannot let that trust be settled through press notes and
spokespersons. The way back lies in transparency: let the
record of who decided what, and when, speak for itself.

commentator on

socio-political issues
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A new generation takes aim

As the curtain falls  ended Korea's run of seven successive
on the Asian Asian Games titles to claim India's first-
Games in Aichi- ever gold in the event. Our mixed
Nagoya, Indian recurve pairwon India's first medal in
archery returns that event, and our men's recurve
home with nine team earned a second consecutive
medals: five gold, silver. Then, on the final day, a 17-year-
twossilverand two old held her nerve in the individual
recurve final to win a historic gold and

Behind every secure an Olympic berth for India. Her

VIRENDRA
SACHDEVA

sacrifice, and of a

one of those composureunder pressure isalesson
medals lies astory in how fearless India’s young athletes
of courage and have become.

It is equally heartening that our

sporting ecosystem that has truly come ofage. women led from the front. From

For centuries, the image of Arjuna fixing his  recurve to compound, they delivered
gaze on the eye of the bird has stood as India's  whenever it mattered most, and they
timeless lesson in focus. In Aichi-Nagoya, that will inspire countless young girls
lesson came alive. Our archers saw nothing but ~ across India to pick up a bow.

the target: not the reputation of their oppo-

These results weren't a day's

nents, not the weight of history, not the pres-  success, but are the fruit of nearly
sure of a watching nation. They saw only the fifteen years of sustained, collective

ten, and they found it, time and again.

effort: world-class infrastructure,

Our compound archers swept all three quality equipment, international
team titles, men’s, women's and mixed, forthe ~coaching expertise, sports science
second consecutive Asian Games. The women's  and regular global exposure. There

for a while now, | have witnessed many cam-
paigns, but Nagoya was a first even for me.
While | was with the team, the Hon'ble Union
Sports Minister personally called not once but
twice to ask after our athletes, their prepara-
tion and their well-being. That is the culture
the Government under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has built, one where the
highest offices of the nation stand shoulder to
shoulder with our athletes, not only on the
podium but at every step of the journey.

When a nation honours its athletes, it
begins to believe in them. Where there is belief,
champions follow. The medals of Aichi-Nagoya,
won by young Indians who refused to be intim-
idated, are the clearest testament to this new
sporting India.

To our archers: you have filled 1.4 billion
hearts with pride. To the coaches, support staff
and families whose sacrifices so often go
unseen: these medals belong equally to you.

I am confident that under the exemplary
leadership of our Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi ji, India will flourish in every sporting dis-
cipline and take its rightful place among the
world's great sporting nations. As for our

compound team equalled the world record in
the final, and the mixed compound pair
secured India’s quota for the LA 2028 Olympics,
where compound archery will make its
Olympic debut.

Yet the defining story of these Games was
written in recurve, a discipline long dominat-
ed by Korea. Our women's recurve team

were times when the podium felt within
reach yet just beyond our grasp, but the faith
of our coaches, support staff and families never
wavered. In Nagoya, our athletes also contend-
ed with demanding conditions, long com-
mutes, testing winds and heavy rains, yet their
poise through it all speaks volumes about their
character.

This transformation would be incomplete
without acknowledging the visionary leader-
ship of our Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.
Under his stewardship, sport has moved from
the periphery of national priorities to its very
centre. Khelo India has unearthed talent from
the farthest corners of our nation, while the
Target Olympic Podium Scheme has given our

elite athletes the support and dignity they
deserve. Above all, the Prime Minister has
changed how India regards its sportspersons.
He stands beside them in triumph and in dis-
appointment, assuring every young athlete
from the smallest town that a billion hopes
stand behind them.

Having been with the sports inistration

archers, they have shown Asia what they are
capable of. They are ready for the Olympics, and
the world will soon take note.

Jai Hind!

‘The writer is the Secretary General,
Archery Association of India
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Dialogue and cooperation represent rational
path to healthy China-EU trade relationship

uropean Union trade chief Maros Sefcovie

departed for China on Wednesday to meet.

with China’s Commerce Minister Wang

Wentao in Beijing to address differences
in bilateral trade and investment.

Unfortunately, some EU member states appear
to believe that the right way to negotiate is to
come with a stopwatch, a list of restrictions and
the threat of more to come.

That is not conducive to finding common
ground. China’s Ministry of Commerce offered a
pointed response on Tuesday to reports that France
and Germany had urged the EU to make greater
use of “trade defense” measures and roll out anum-
ber of new protectionist tools.

China has always maintained that interde-
pendence is not a risk, intertwined interests do
not pose a threat, and open ion repre-

the structural dynamics of China-EU trade.

China has been upgrading its manufacturing
and climbing the technological ladder while the
EU is ing with deindustrialization, high
energy costs and an expensive regulatory envi-
ronment. The fact that two major economies are
going through these two processes respectively
does not mean there is a causal relationship
between them, still less a zero-sum game.

The belief among some EU politicians that
resolving China-EU trade issues will help cure the
EU’s systemic economic problems is wishful think-
ing. Any major economy facing a structural chal-
lenge should primarily look for its causes at home.
This is why the October deadline unilaterally
imposed by Brussels is more a pressure tactic than
a good strategy. Threatening restrictions while

ding so-called “voluntary” concessions will

sents the right path to development, a spokes-
man for the ministry stressed.

France and Germany should note that encour-
aging Brussels to erect more barriers will not
solve the EU's competitiveness problems. The
EU’s trade concerns are caused by multiple fac-
tors, none of which is China’s fault.

The EU wants to “rebalance” trade by selling
more to China, yet it has imposed restrictions on
exports of products that China wants to buy,
including the sophisticated machinery, compo-
nents and technologies in which E: com-
panies remain competitive.

Nor should the EU ignore the fact that it is not
easy to replace China as a supplier. EU manufac-
turers have spent decades building supply chains
that are closely related to Chinese production
capacxty logusncs, proossmg networks and its

industrial Chi-

na’s exports to the EU are no longer simply con-

tainers of cheap consumer goods. Electronics,

machinery, batteries, vehicles, components and

at.her mtermed.xate products are deeply embedded

ion. These lower the

ooss uf final products for EU consumers and help
the EU pursue its green transition.

Some EU officials have baselessly pointed to the
so-called “subsidies”, “exchange rates”, “overca-
pacity” and “dumping” These politicized talking
points have proved to be cliches designed to vent
internal EU pressure — and they do not address

only make the negotiations harder.

There is already a better framework. At the
inaugural China-EU trade and investment con-
sultation in Brussels in June, the two sides agreed
to work through four areas: trade and investment

ing, export it property
rights and reform of the World Trade Organiza-
tion. They also agreed that increased market
access measures and initiatives can contribute to
the balancing of the trade relationship.

The Beijing consultations should build on that
foundation rather than turn into another exer-
cise in deadline diplomacy. If the EU wants more
exports to China, it should examine why its prod-
ucts are less competitive and lift its high-tech
export restrictions. An ever-lengthening list of
restrictions on Chinese entities is not the way to
“rebalance” the economic and trade relationship.

France and Germany should therefore be care-
ful what they msh for. Protectionism cannot

ess, whereas “d
and cutting oﬁ' supply chams will only harm oth-
ers without benefiting oneself.

The choice before Sefcovic is consequently
whether the EU treats interdependence as a prob-
lem to be dismantled, or as an economic asset to
e managed responsibly. The first path promises
walls, higher costs and a prolonged quarrel. The
second requires respect, patience and reciprocity.

For two of the world’s major economies, that
should not be a difficult choice.

Weaponizing human rights is irresponsible

he protection and promotion of human

rights are things that all countries should

cooperate on. But once again, as is so

often the case, some countries sought to
use them to smear others and create division at
the general debate of the Third Committee of the
8lst session of the United Nations General Assem-
bly on Monday.

At the general debate, Sun Lei, China’s deputy

permanent representative to the UN, called out
the United Kingdom, Australia, Japan, Ireland,
the Czech Republic and Lithuania for their repre-
sentatives’ groundless accusations against China’s
human rights situation.
At aga!henngthat |ssupposedm pool nb)ecuve
observati i
and China
in an attempt to tarnish China’s image, turning a
blind eye to the steady progress the country has
made in promoting human rights.

As Sun rightfully pointed out, China has contin-
ued to safeguard and improve people’s well-being
through eliminating lute pover-
ty nationwide. Hundreds of millions of people
have been lifted out of impoverishment, and a mid-
dle-income group of more than 400 million people
has been established.

Take the development of the Xinjiang Uygur

region for The region’s
gross domestic product increased 5.5 percent
year-on-year in 2025 to exceed 2.1 trillion yuan
($313 billion). Tourism flourishes in the region,
with the local cultures well preserved and people
of all ethnic groups living in harmony and peace.
But some countries, prompted by ideological bias
or their perception of China as a “rival” whose
development must be stifled, have ignored the
reality of the great progress made in Xinjiang’s
human rights situation. Instead, they cling to the
pretexts concocted long ago to justify their false
narratives about China and baseless i

care about human rights, or if their primary con-
cern is distorting human rights to help them domi-
nate the international narrative and level
unfounded accusations to besmirch the image of
other countries and, for some, foment social
unrest.

The protection and promotion of human rights
should not be abused as a pretext for propping up
Western hegemony.

Fully recognizing the importance of human
rights for people’s well-being and peace and sta-
bility, China has advanced its human rights
cause through concrete actions, supports the
human rights endeavors of the Global South and
stands ready to work with other countries to con-
tribute to global human rights progress.

The 63rd session of the UN Human Rights
Council on Monday adopted by consensus the
draft resolution titled “Promoting accessibility
for the full enjoyment of all human rights by all”
proposed by China on behalf of 47 countries.

Jia Guide, China’s permanent representative
to the UN Office at Geneva and other interna-
tional organizations in Switzerland, said during
his introductory remarks that building an acces-
sible environment provides important safe-
guards for people of all groups to participate
equally and conveniently in social life and to ful-
1y enjoy their human rights.

Representatives of Cuba and Egypt, among
others, spoke in support of the ion, com-

Cai Meng

Opinion Line

Holiday consumption reflects
latest trends of economic life

Economists see the National Day
holiday in China less as a time for rest
than a natural experiment: a mass
migration of hundreds of millions of
people, a surge in spending, and a live
readout of consumer confidence.

According to Qunar, a travel plat-
form, during this year's Mid-Autumn
Festival holiday, Sept 25-27, and
National Day holiday, Oct 1-7, flight
bookings for distances over 2,000
kilometers rose by more than 40 per-
cent year-on-year. Ten-day or longer
tours accounted for 26 percent of
bookings on Tuniu, another plat-
form. In a nutshell, people traveled
longer and farther. This is not the
behavior of an economy powered by
bargain hunting.

‘The destinations are changing too.
On Qunar's list of the 10 most popu-
lar attractions, the top three were
lesser-known places. On Fliggy,
another travel platform, traveler
interest in villages and natural scen-
ery jumped by nearly 50 percent
year-on-year.

As the 90th anniversary of the vic-
tory of the Long March draws near,
former revolutionary bases are draw-
ing visitors interested in China’s
modern history. In Yan'an, Shaanxi
province, the first day of the National
Day holiday saw a 20 percent year-
on-year surge in visitor numbers.

‘Thanks to vears of investment in
roads, railways and rural vitalization,
villages, museums and intangible
cultural-heritage sites are emerging
as alternatives to crowded land-
marks. China’s comprehensive trans-
port network now exceeds 6 million
kilometers. On Oct 1alone, the
national railway carried 25.2 million

What They Say

passengers, a single-day record;
across the first three days, cross-re-
gional passenger movements exceed-
ed 300 million a day.

Then there is the immersive econo-
my. In Tianjin, playwright Cao Yu's
Sunrise was staged on the very street
where it is set; the surrounding com-
mercial district drew 600,000 visitors
aday. In Chengdu, robots performed
dances inspired by local opera’s face-
changing art and used digital tech-
nology to recreate tanghua, a
traditional form of sugar painting.

Cultural consumption is thriving
t00. After a five-day streak in which
daily box-office revenue topped 100
million yuan ($14.91 million), total
National Day holiday ticket sales sur-
passed 900 million yuan.

The same is true of the green tran-
sition. New energy vehicles are
becoming fixtures on holiday roads,
‘while China continues to expand
charging infrastructure. Nearly
11,000 new high-power charging
facilities were added at expressway
service areas from January to
August, bringing the national total to
about 89,000.

The government is playing its part.
The fourth batch of trade-in subsidies
— 62.5 billion yuan in ultra-long spe-
cial treasury bonds — was released
just before the holiday. In the first
three days of the National Day holi-
day, trade-in programs drove 19.6 bil-
lion yuan in sales, benefiting 3.48
million consumers.

Even the countryside is being
pulled into this process. Roads, public
services and digital connectivity have
made villages more accessible, while
rural tourism is increasingly pack-

aged around art, food, ecology and
local culture. Some county destina-
tions have seen homestay bookings
more than double. Yet the challenge
is that footfall does not always trans-
late into equally strong spending.

Perhaps the most striking shift is
the influx of foreign visitors. China’s
border crossings are expected to see
about 2.15 million passenger trips a
day on average during the National
Day holiday, according to the Nation-
al Immigration Administration.

That growing international inter-
est is also showing up in spending.
Overseas visitors spent 263.6 billion
yuan in China in the first seven
months of 2026, up 27.8 percent year-
on-year, according to China's Com-
merce Ministry.

China is promoting common pros-
perity as well as mutual understand-
ing. That not only matters

i but also A
country is easxer to undersumd when
experienced rather than merely
described.

The country’s vast domestic mar-
ket is being reshaped by infrastruc-
ture, digitalization, new-energy
technology, cultural production and
the green transition.

Chinese consumers are becoming
more demanding, more experience-
oriented and more willing to travel
far. However, the story is not simply
how much China spent. It is what
consumers wanted to buy: more
experiences, more convenience, more
mobility and, increasingly, more of
China itself. The holiday lasts for
days. The economic transition it
reveals will last far longer.

— LIVANG, CHINA DAILY

Plan aims to develop pharma into a pillar industry

Editor’s note: China recently re]msed a _ﬁw-wzar plan fvrws pharmaceutical industry. People’s Daily Overseas Edi-
of the D

tion spoke to Li Yan, a

h Centre of the State Council, and Jiang Deyuan, president

of the China Association, ﬁ?rMedwal Devices Industry, on the sector’s development. Below are excerpts of the interviews.
The views don’t necessarily represent those of China Daily.

’I‘heplanalmsiocnhana the core

mending China for actively promoting the con-
cept of “accessibility for all” and moving forward
the accessibility cause.

In 2024, the UNHRC adopted, for the first time,
aresolution under the same title proposed by Chi-
na, marking the first thematic resolution on
accessibility in UN history.

The fact that the UNHRC passed such a reso-
lution for the second time shows the interna-
tional ity’s ition of China’s

against Chinese entities.

The false narratives are aimed at weaponizing
human rights to target China. In doing so these
countries are throwing stones in glasshouses,
since they all have domestic human rights issues
that they want to sweep under the carpet.

‘Taking these facts into consideration, one can't
help but wonder whether these countries really

endeavors to enhance human rights not only for
its own people, but also for people around the
world.

It’s high time some countries stopped wielding
the cudgel of alleged “human rights abuses™to den-
igrate others and present a veneer of moral superi-
ority, and instead started dealing with their own
human rights problems.
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and international
standing of China’s pharmaceutical
industry from 2026 to 2030, while
driving systematic breakthroughs in
core technologies in key fields during
the period.

It comes at a time when China’s
pharmaceutical industry is rapidly
moving beyond its tradi roleas

‘The next five years will be critical
for China’s biomedicine industry to
move from quantitative growth to
qualitative transformation.

The plan outlines specific strate-
gies for key areas, including innova-
tion, priority products, cutting-edge

beyond following and replacing
existing technologies toward original
innovation. Rehabilitation equip-
ment and wearable products should
become more intelligent, personal-
ized and suited to home use, ena-
bling more products to move beyond

into and
ing and the devel household
of itive industrial clusters. The five-year plan also outlined the

amajor producer of active pharma-
ceutical ingredients and a large con-
sumer market toward a new stage

For example, the plan calls for the
development of products such as bio-
resorbable stents and cardiac pace-

development of specialized large lan-
guage models and Al agents for the
pharmaceutical sector, as well as the

marked by the growing export of makers with a controllable efforts to accelerate Al-driven trans-

innovative drugs. degradation rate, as well as high-end  formation in pharmaceutical R&D
The plan has outlined and pi i

targets, such as itioning China at imaging sys- Breakthroughs in Al life sciences,

the forefront of global biomedical tems, multimodal artificial intelli- new energy and advanced materials

research, development and applica- gence pathology systems and other are already reshaping the medical

tion by 2030. The country expects the
biomedical sector to rapidly evolve
into a national pillar industry.
During the 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-30) period, rapid advances in
global biomedicine technologies, a
growing demand for international
innovation partnerships among mul-
tinational ph ical compa-

Al-assisted diagnostic products and
their key components.

China is one of the world’s key sup-
pliers of medical consumables, Dur-
ing the 15th Five-Year Plan period,
the focus should be on areas where
China is already strong and on mov-
ing from scale to strength. Medical
need to become more

nies, improvements in China’s multi-
tiered healthcare security svstem,

sophisticated and intelligent,
mcreasmg Lhelr added value while

device industry. During the 15th Five-
Year Plan period, efforts should be
made to bring Al into the entire
industry chain and expand its appli-
cation across R&D, manufacturing,
diagnosis and treatment, and health-
care services.

China should also advance the
development of national pilot plat-
forms for Al applications in health-
care, pmvidinga !esting and

and steady progress in
innovation and research and devel-
opment capabilities will create major
opportunities for the industry.

In vitro dlagnosms should intensi-
fy efforts to develop core raw materi-
als and key components, moving

for
applications such as Al-assisted medi-
cal imaging and clinical decision sup-
port.
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Dan Steinbock

China builds 1its future on innovation

hina's emergence as a global
innovation power is no
longer a future projection —
it is already shaping the
global technology landscape. When [
first arrived in Guangzhou, Guang-
dong province, about two decades
ago, it was during a period of dramat-
ic infrastructure expansion. Over the
years, the Greater Bay Area — which
includes Shenzhen, Guangzhou, and
Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions — has under-
gone a remarkable transformation.

Today, it stands outas a
‘world-class innovation hub,
boasting advanced manu-
facturing, venture capital,
prestigious universities,
robust supply chains and
dynamic entrepreneurial
networks.

Similarly, Shanghai
was in the midst of rapid
changes in the early
2000s. Now, after two L
decades of transforma-
tion, Shanghai, alongside
Beijing, plays a pivotal role
as a global innovation hub.
‘The increasing number of
artificial intelligence events
reflects China’s ambition to
move beyond applications
and become a leading devel-
oper of foundational technol-
ogies, including large language
models, robotics, autonomous
systems, and industrial AL

‘What sets China apart is that its
colossal ecosystem integrates supply
with demand through innovation.

In the 1990s, while I was in New
“York and occasionally visited Finland,
1 found myself at the intersection of
two technology revolutions: the inter-
net in the US and mobile communi-
cations in the Nordic countries. This
led me to write The Nokia Revolution
(2001) and other pioneering works on
the globalizing information and com-
munication technology sector.

At that time, China’s R&D capabili-
ties were modest but growing expo-
nentially. Comparing innovation
leaders from small countries: wnh
China’s sizeis

MA XUEJING / CHINA DAILY

benefiting
from low
costs, tech-
nology
transfer and

however. Innovation leadership
stems not from individual companies
but from national ecosystems, where
both the government and the country
play crucial roles.

Agility and focus are equally
important. Europe’s science and tech-
nology base was on par with the US
in the early 1990s. But US technology

But early sig-

nals hinted at a more complex trajec-
tory. China’s initial competitiveness
was based on scale, its enormous
manufacturing base offering cost

However, this scale fostered capa-
bilities, as suppliers improved, engi-
neers gained experience, and

finance was more risk-driven and domestic competition spurred faster
agile, which resulted in Europe fall- innovation. Companies once dis-
ing behind the US in the missed as copycat ped their
revolution. Today, China’s advantage own technologies, business models
lies precisely in the synergy between and global strategies.
national strategy, market ition A i ition intensi-
and finance, engineering talent, and fied, companies learned to redesign
massive domestic demand. products, reduce costs and shorten
In the mid-2000s, Western obsen'- dcvelopment cycles. What began as
ers still viewed Chinese itation evolved into indi;

primarily as efficient manufacturers

Biljana Vankovska

innovation, mirroring industrial trans-

formations in Japan and the Republic
of Korea. China’s unique advantages
lie in its vast domestic market, low
starting point for catch-up growth and
rapid technological diffusion.
Between 2005 and 2007, I chroni-
cled these shifts in The National
Interest, a leading US international
affairs journal, hnghlxghﬁng “the rise
of the Chinese and

Y

were
As times grew tougher following
the 2008 financial crisis, the rise of
the emerging markets was no longer
viewed favorably in the West, giving
rise to protectionism and geopolitical
tensions. By the early 2010s, Hua-
wei's dramatic rise marked the
arrival of China’s first genera-
tion of genuinely global inno-
'anon multinationals. In

Western critics to claim that the tests
“rigged”.

Guo Qiang

Tourism soars as
rocket launches ignite
Hainan’s economy

lamcshghlupmehmmnasarodmroaxsmmmcslw
above the blue sea, wi by
Qishui Bay in Wenchang, South China’s Hainan prov-
ince. What was oncea niche interest has become a
ide tourism : traveling to to
watch rockets lift off.
This growing trend exemplifies how Lechnu]ugxcal advance-
ments can create unique tounsm experiences and how open-
ing-up &n igni ion and boost

this develop-
ment was met with aggres-
sive political opposition.
In October 2012, the US
House Permanent Select
Committee on mlclhgenac

The Haman Free Trade Port is an important gateway for Chi-
na’s high-level opening-up and a frontier for institutional inno-
vation. By facilitating the freer flow of trade, investment, capital,
people and transportation, it provides an ideal environment for
high-quality tourism developmenL

released a report i tiga
ing Chinese telecom compa-
nies Huawei and ZTE. The
move was reminiscent of the
1950s McCarthyite persecutions.
Internationally, Huawei's
rise marked a turning point
in global innovation. How-
ever, the US response was
not commercial competi-
tion but aggressive geo-
politics, as pointed out
by William Plummer,
former head of Huawei's
external affairs in the
US, in his book Huidu —
Inside Huawei (2018).
The US controversy sur-
rounding Huawei became
symbolic of a broader techno-
logical rivalry. Proponents of
cooperation pointed to the
company’s research invest-
ments, global patents, and part-
nerships, which could greatly
benefit US companies and consum-
ers.

The White House had said it exam-
ined the opportunities, risks and
implications of reliance on global,
commercial markets, not targeting
“any particular company”. This was a
wise qualification, but unfortunately
ignored by subsequent US adminis-
trations.

Instead, the US administration opt-
ed for technological protectionism,
hoping to restore US primacy in inno-
vation through unilateral coercive
measures in the absence of a strategy
to tackle the Chinese challenge.

China has emerged asa ma_mr glob-

identifying the “new innovation chal-
lengers” in China, India and other
large emerging economies. In partic-
ular, Chinese firms were turning from

ali ion power by an
enormous innovation-to-production
ecosystem capable of turning
research, engineering, capital and
market scale into products at extraor-

production platforms into global dinary speed and diminishing costs.

competitors. As these global innovation contro-
These findings were initially dis- versies intensified, Al arrived.

missed in the US and ‘Western

Europe. The i i Th hor is the founder of Differ-

was that China was “just a low-cost ence Group and has served at the

imitator’, a belief rooted in the bias
against Chinese and Asians as world-
class innovators. The myth was shat-
tered a few years later, when the
OECD PISA tests highlighted the rise
of Asian students, prompting some

India, China and America Institute
in the US; the Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies in China; and
the EU Center in Singapore.

The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

CPC committed to self-reform, self-improvement

ity is turning its aero-
space r@oumes into new munsm momentum by combining

with travel. Thisi ive is an ple of how Chi-
na can enhance its modern tourism system, foster new forms of
consumption and expand inbound tourism.

Wenchang has a unique appeal. It is China's only coastal, low-
latitude launch site where rockels rise agamst a backd.mp of sea
and palm trees —a
The rapxd

t to replicate
of China’s has fueled

for space driving demand for
ramﬂv tours, science study experiences and youth travel.

Institutional opening-up has made these conditions more
favorable. More regular launch missions and commercial
launches provide ample opportunities for visitors, while visa-free
entry policies make it easier for travelers from Southeast Asia to
witness the launches. Together, these advantages have helped

We move beyund tounsm andbuilda
unique model that with coastal
attractions.

A rocket launch lasts only a few minutes, but it stimulates
spending across various sectors, including accommodation,
restaurants, educational tours and cultural products. This
reflects the broad reach and strong spillover effects of mod-
ern tourism.

Rocket tourism has invigorated the local economy. Ten years
ago, there were only a handful of homestays in Longlou town.
Today, there are more than 150, often with high occupancy
rates. This growth has benefited restaurants, retail, transporta-
tion and car rental businesses. Aerospace science centers attract
alarge number of educational tour groups, including young vis-
itors from China's Hong Kong and Macao, and Suuv.hmsl Asia.

Newb ranging from virtual-reality space
to themed cultural products and dation are
also emerging.

‘The real value of institutional opening-up lies in reducing the
cost of moving resources, energizing market players and encour-
aging integration across industries.

Even so, Wenchang also faces several challenges. Visitor num-
bers tend to fluctuate iharply around launch schedul& Over-
seas visitors are rather
than mainstream inbound tourists. Many tourism products
remain event-driven, necessitating more regular, international
and quality offerings.

"To achieve high-quality growth, Wenchang must turn visitor
traffic into longer stays a.nd event-based attractions mlo perma-
nent industries. The ng can help in this di
tion.

First, institutional innovation should be used to diversify
tourism products. A modern tourism system requires varied
products, integrated business models, regular supply and
high-quality experiences. Wenchang can utilize Hainan's pref-
erential 15 percent corporate income tax rate and zero-tariff
equipment pohc.us to attract globul companies in aerospace
cultural lucational travel

and digital tourism. i i\ d science
facilities and VR and AR equipment can further enhance
these offerings.

Developing tourism breeding, sat-
ellite ions and industrial make Wenchang an
attractive destination even without a scheduled launch.

Second, easier movement of people should be facilitated to
strengthen mbound tourism services. After Hainan began

isl. id customs in D
2025, the free trade port offers enhanced travel facilitation. By
improving multilingual services, international payment
options, overseas booking channels and transport connec-
tions, Wenchang can establish itself as an international desti-
nation for aerospace study tours.

Greater cross-border convenience can help expand inbound
tourism from a niche launch-watching market into family holi-

around

days, travel and tourism, boostmg Hain-
an'sappeal as an i tourism and
destination.

Third, integrating offshore duty-free policies with aerospace
tourism can also boost consumption. High-quality, new and

n many Western countries, polit-  courage to = afflicts capitalist democracies. by a CPC think tank and Xinhua, Con-
ical parties have increasingly “turn the . This internal discipli v Features and Global Signif-
become focused on winning elec-  blade Global fuelsthethird pillar: self-strengthen- icance of Xi Jinping Thought on Party
tions and securing political pow-  inward” The Lens ing. Many political parties in Western ~ Building, captures this dynamic, high-
er, at the expense of long-term policy anti-corrup- s ies face chall i i lighting the CPC’s ability to draw from
visions, institutional continuity and tion cam- ion, instituti paralysi; Marxist theory and traditional culture
substantive results. Many of these paign and and the difficulty of maintaininglong-  to navigate challenges in the new era.
organizations functioned as “sultan the strict Eight-Point ion are term policy continuity amid intense 1 often wonder if any Western polit-
parties”, where decisions were made at  necessary interventions aimed at electoral competition. Voters have ical party has a
the top, insulated from criticism or removing the rot that destroys the become like “a reed in the wind”, mov-  analysis of its organizational health
accountability. Party from within. By holding officials  ing from one party to another in the and ideological foundations or its
In contrast, the Communist Partyof  atall levels accountable, the CPC pri- hope that a desperate situation canbe  long-term capacity for renewal. Many
China, which just celebrated its 105th oritizes political discipline and integ- overcome simply bychangngthe Western parties face persistent diffi-
anniversary, is a model of self-reform. rity and the people’s trust over the political context. The CPC culties balancing short-term el 1
Three key concepts underpin this comfort of its cadres. Iy its cohe- with long-term governance
h: self- If-culti: The second pillar, self-cultivation, sion. It understands that in order to competence. The CPC looks at itself in
vation, and self- ing. The involves lv nurturing lead the nation through a period of the mirror and seeks to assess its per-
most important element is the prefix political cadres thmu.gh global it must formance through its achievements
“self”, emphasizing the CPC's commit-  education, training, selection, mento- remain a united vanguard whose and its ability to respond to changing

ment to governing itself. The CPC
treats these reforms as its own respon-
sibility, rather than as problems for

ring, and gradual advancement within
the political structure. Unlike systems
in which proximity to power can fast-

strength derives from the people, the
tangible improvements in their lives
and future prospects.

The Party adapts m newchal]enges

‘which solutions must be sought from track careers, the CPC emphasizes that
outside or for which blame can be its leaders do not rise to posi of
shifted onto others. authority by accident, but through

All three processes are complemen-  merit, hard work, and years of proving
tary and take place si This fosters
because the CPC acts through synergy ~ respect for the organization and
and harmony, because one process ensures that leaders rise through dedi-

feeds into another and vice versa.
Self-governance, the first pillar, is
about the CPC's commitment to self-
regulation. Political organizations
that remain in power for extended
periods can face the risks of bureau-
cratic decay, complacency, or the
seduction of privilege. The CPC’s
response to this danger is nothing
short of revolutionary: the political

cation and achievement, not accident
or privilege.

The Party’s tangible results, such as
lifting over 800 million people out of
extreme poverty and building robust
‘Thealthcare and social security sys-
tems, reflect a deep-rooted relation-
ship with the masses. This people-
centered approach is the best
antidote to the “trust deficit” that

with scientific

new forms of employment into its
outreach, and advancing “smart Party
building” in the digital age. The Par-
ty’s digital transformation reflects the
idea to create a more efficient, trans-
parent, and accountable political sys-
tem, keeping pace with societal

The CPC has continued to adapt to
new developments and challenges
rather than remaining static. Itisa
modern and dynamic organization
that embraces new developments for
societal advancement. A recent report

circumstances. It is hardly surprising
that many young people in the West
show disillusionment toward a politi-
cal sphere that has earned poor pub-

xsanesscnha.lpanofamodemmur
can develop rocket
1 and duty-free shopping, incor-

ismsystem

porating themed i property and cultural
products into duty-free retail channels. This integration can
extend visitors’ stays and increase per capita spending, translat-
ing tourist traffic into real consumption growth.

Fourth, independent customs operations provide an
opportunity to improve service standards. The change is not
only about customs supervision but also about aligning
tourism services with international practices. Wenchang
can improve standards fur hamestavs restaurants, trans-
portation and 1 h s while
high-end oﬂ’enng such as themed vacations, cusmrmmd
tours, small exhibitions and international science

lic regard and often struggles to exchanges.

deliver tangible results. Wenchang’s experience offers broader lessons for China's tour-
For the Global South, and other ism development. Modern wunsm needs new business models,

nations seeking i0s and forms of with tourism

es to political and economic develop- offering significant growth potential. Institutional opening-up

ment, the CPC’s practice of Party can remove barriers and support new tourism industries. Attract-

building is a profound source of inspi-
ration.

The author is a professor of | pulzacal
science and international

ing more mbmmdunve]ezsdependsnmoxﬂvonwmsmnsour
ces but alsoon rules, services and

From momentary traffic to lasting demand, Wenchang shows
how msutuuonal opening-up can empower tourism, transform

from Skopje, North Macedonia, and
the director of Synergia Orbi: Insti-
tute for Global Analysis.

The views don't necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

into tourism assets, and translate free
trade port policies into real economic activity.

The author is apmﬁmoral lhz College u/lnlzmamma[ Tour-
ism and Public. Hainan U
The views don't necessarily represent those of China Daily.
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OPINION

South Carolina Could Go Blue

North
Charleston,
S.C.

After the death
of Lindsey
Graham  on
July 11, Gov.
Henry McMas-
ter chose the
late senator’s
sister, Darline,
to serve out
the remainder of her brother’s
term. A few days later, with
Ms. Graham sworn in, Presi-
dent Trump endorsed her in a
race in which she hadn’t in-
tended to compete. Ms. Gra-
ham agreed to run.

On July 30 this column
stressed that endorsement’s
riskiness and noted several
unanswered questions, among
them: “Might she”—meaning
Ms. Graham—*“get in front of
a news camera, or on a de-
bate stage, and bungle so
badly that an adversary fea-
tures her in an ad?” So it
came to pass. In a debate
with a primary opponent, Ms.
Graham couldn’t so much as
fudge an answer to a question
on Taiwan. “National security
is not my thing,” she said in a
devastating instance of can-
dor. “I'm not that informed
on national security.” Ads
featuring the line, paid for by
allies of the Democratic nom-
inee, Annie Andrews, cur-
rently flood South Carolina’s
media markets.

Ms. Graham will probably
win. As former state GOP
chairman Katon Dawson
points out, “you can count on
14% to 17% of South Carolina
voters to pull the lever
straight Republican in every
election. It’s very hard for a
Democrat to overcome that in
a statewide election.” Even so,

UNRULY
REPUBLIC
By Barton
Swaim

Republicans Pray for a Polling

By Karl Rove

ment comes when things

lock in. There’s money for
only one more set of mes-
sages. Only enough volunteers
to get out only so many vot-
ers. No time to try something
new. With less than fom
‘weeks to go, many

In every election, a mo-

Mr. Dawson says, “Darline
could be in trouble.”

Polling, limited as it is, has
Ms. Graham, 62, and Ms. An-
drews, 45, well within the
margin of error. Maybe that’s
all guff. In 2020, former state
Democratic Party chairman
Jaime Harrison ran against
Lindsey Graham. Polls had the
race within a point or two
and the progressive donor
class in a state of ecstasy.
Graham won by 10 points.

But that was Lindsey Gra-
ham, not his sister. She pro-
jects a likeable persona, but
her candidacy inspires no one.
The circumstances of her
nomination—chosen to finish
her brother’s term, elevated
by the president for no obvi-
ous reason—don’t motivate
young campaign grunts to
knock on doors.

Also, she’s absent. Ms. Gra-
ham appeared with Mr.
Trump at an Aug. 21 rally in
Myrtle Beach, but if she has
held other public events, I ha-
ven't discovered their where-
abouts. Her campaign emails
consxst .almost entirely of

Medical University of South
Carolina, by pointing out her
equivocations on the subject
of, as the euphemism has it,
gender-affirming care for mi-
nors. Ms. Andrews lost by
nearly 14 points.

But Ms. Andrews seems a
savvier politician than the
also-ran of four years ago. At
a Tuesday campaign event in
Columbia, at a community
center in a low-income neigh-
borhood and attended by

Democrat Annie
Andrews is showing
up. Darline Graham is
nowhere to be found.

about 100 people pretty obvi-
ously not from that neighbor-
hood, the candidate made the
case for a litany of redistribu-
tionist policies, mainly on the
topic of healthcare: Medicaid
expansion, a “public option”
for health insurance and so
on.

one of

which sought to instill a sense
of urgency by noting a poll—
by a firm not noted for penal-
izing Republicans—that had
Ms. Graham a single point
ahead of her Democratic op-
ponent. My requests for com-
ment to the Graham cam-
paign, if that’s the right word
for it, have gone unanswered.
In an ordinary election, or
one in which Lindsey Graham
were alive, Ms. Andrews
wouldn’t get much attention.
In 2022, in a race for the
state’s First Congressional
District, Rep. Nancy Mace got
the better of Ms. Andrews,
formerly a pediatrician at the

ket, stable job numbers and
healthy growth.

By contrast, 46.1% of pro-
Republican Senate ads men-
tion taxes, 19.9% the cost of
living, 18.1% transgenderism,
15.1% immigration and 14.4%
crime. The GOP clearly de-
votes less attention to the
economy and more to cultural
issues. But i ion and

are likely at that point.

So what are they talking
about? Every candidate is at-
tacking his opponent. But
‘what about each party’s ads
boosting its candidates and
saying what they would do?

The Wesleyan Media Proj-
ect tracks the ads of Senate
and House candidates. Their
recent report covers televi-
sion, cable and digital spots
from Sept. 8 through 27. Each
party’s Senate and House ad-
vertising strategies are simi-
lar, so let’s look at the Senate,
where the big money is.

The Wesleyan study finds
that 36% of pro-Democratic
Senate ads mention business
(not in a positive light), 35.7%
the cost of living, 33.8%
healthcare, 29.1% ethics and
scandals, and 25.3% energy
(both prices and climate).
Since a single ad may men-
tion several topics, these
numbers add up to more than
100%.

Democrats clearly remem-
ber James Carville's 1992
mantra, “It’s the economy,
stupid and don’t forget
healthcare.” They hope Presi-
dent Trump’s poor ratings on
inflation give them the win
on economic issues generally,
despite a strong stock mar-

crime may be yesterday’s
news, especially since the
border is closed and crime is

The midterm election
is almost here, with
campaigns nearing
the lock-in point.

down, Voters tend to pocket
success and focus on what’s
bothering them. Concentrat-
ing on the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act also risks seeming
complacent. Republicans look
as if they’re running on what
they’ve done more than on
what they’ll do next.

What’s the money situa-
tion? Here the GOP edge is
undeniable. Republicans have
lots more. California data sci-
entist Rob Pyers estimates
Republicans have spent
$642.9 million on ads for
Senate candidates and $165.6
million for House candidates.
Democrats have spent $235.2
million on Senate hopefuls
and $125.8 million on the
House. Does spending the
most money guarantee vic-
tory? Ask President Mike
Bloomberg.

A well-deli d line about
Ms. Graham’s “not my thing”
blunder drew loud laughter
and applause. “If your sur-
geon said to you ‘Appendecto-
mies aren’t really my thing,”
how do you think that would
turn out?”

Notable in Ms. Andrews’s
talk was the absence of the
name Trump. Asked about the
Iran war, she proclaimed her
opposition to it but named
only Jared Kushner in her an-
swer. The Democrat can
sound vaguely socialistic on
her signature issue—she fre-
quently criticizes the Ameri-
can healthcare system as
“profit-motivated rather than

Moreover, the president’s
political-action  committee
might have waited too long to
release its enormous load of
cash. Many undecided and
swing voters could have de-
cided before Labor Day, mak-
ing movement difficult in
September and October. Some
always wait until closer to the
election. But will there be
enough for Republicans to cut
their losses? Only time will
tell.

‘What about the polls? Re-
publicans believe they are bi-
ased in favor of Democrats.
One of the best GOP polling
minds, Patrick Ruffini, exam-
ined this question, studying
3,312 polls from the last four
elections. He found 73% of
these overstated Democratic
performance compared with
the actual results.

That Democratic overper-
formance peaked in July at
5.9 points. The numbers gen-
erally started declining in
late August. By Election Day,
polls were on average 2.6
points more Democratic than
the results.

Mr. Ruffini also examined
the most competitive races
during this period, those with
30 or more polls. At this
point in the cycle, these polls
were 7 points more Demo-
cratic than the outcome. The
redder the state, the more
polls overstated the Demo-
cratic candidate’s numbers.

If this pattern holds this
year, then virtually every bat-
tleground Senate race is
within the margin of error to-
day, exaggerating the current
strength of Democratic candi-

patient-centered.” But other-
wise Ms. Andrews, with long,
wavy blond hair and always
smartly dressed, doesn’t proj-
ect assertive left-wingery. She
likes the word “bipartisan”
and refers to the state’s popu-
lar senior senator, Republican
Tim Scott, in respectful
terms.

If Ms. Andrews does win,
and particularly if the Demo-
crats gain a slim majority in
the Senate, she will find her-
self in a position akin to Joe
Manchin’s and  Kyrsten
Sinema’s a few years ago:
badgered relentlessly to cast
votes large majorities of her
constituents would find ab-
horrent. Her trouble express-
ing clarity on gender-altering
surgeries a few years ago
makes me wonder if Ms. An-
drews won't follow her party
wherever it goes, but she
may have learned from that
mistake.

After an event in North
Charleston on Wednesday, in
which cancer survivors re-
lated their travails with insur-
ance companies, I asked Ms.
Andrews if she’s prepared for
the Manchin/Sinema experi-
ence. “I can go to Washington
and stand up to my party,”

she said. “I can take those
hard votes. . . . This isn't re-
ally about my personal politi-

cal ideology.” Maybe.

A Democrat hasn’t won
statewide in South Carolina
since 2006 and, before that,
1998. Polling and vibes aside,
I find it hard to imagine the
state’s electorate in 2026
plumping for a Democrat. But
recall Woody Allen’s remark
that 80% of success is show-
ing up. Annie Andrews has
shown up. So far, Darline Gra-
ham hasn't.

Failure

dates. Some who look today
like possible winners will lose
if the pattern holds. Still, how
this plays out is up in the air.
“Each cycle has the potential
to behave differently,” Mr.
Ruffini acknowledges. Maybe
this is that cycle. Or maybe
not.
What Republicans don’t
need are distractions. That’s
why the president’s undisci-
plined appearances are a
problem. Take Monday’s Ne-
braska rally. Mr. Trump said
that Iran could “take out” Los
Angeles and San Diego. Taken
out of context, as it predict-
ably was by the president’s
antagonists in the media, it
sounded like an invitation or
a joke. Then there is the con-
troversy about the political
ads the White House was run-
ning with taxpayer dollars.
Mr. Trump said he’d pay for
them, then that he’ll pay for
them only going forward.
There are likely to be more
distractions almost every day.
That’s unhelpful. But we
know Mr. Trump won’t
change.

Republicans can only hope
the polls are off, debates go
well, their money and mes-
sage keep down their losses,
and any October surprise
sprung by America’s adver-
saries fails. It’s nail-biting
time for everyone, especially
Republicans.

Mr. Rove was senior ad-
viser and deputy chief of staff
for President George W. Bush
and is author of “The Tri-
umph of William McKinley”
(Simon & Schuster, 2015).

Let Physics Regulate the AI Industry

By Frank Wilczek

all it the artificial-intelli-

gence crime wave. Al

agents are breaking
through safeguards, sneaking
into outside systems and hid-
ing from monitoring. This has
led AI executives including
Dario Amodei, Sam Altman
and Elon Musk to call for
slowing the development of
these systems.

Meanwhile, in Abilene,
Texas, construction of the
Stargate data center is pro-
ceeding at a breakneck pace. It
draws power from the Texas
grid and from 10 on-site natu-
ral-gas turbines, with 62 die-
sel backup generators. Its de-
velopers have sought
permission to add 41 more gas
turbines and 18 more genera-
tors. Many other giant data
centers are under construction
or are being planned and fi-
nanced aggressively.

There is a contrast here be-
tween the professed desire for
caution in theory and pedal to
the metal in practice. Over the
next few years, one can rea-
sonably expect improvements
in technological fundamentals,
with Al helping to drive them.

No new data centers
without enough clean

power to run them.
I

Algorithms will improve, as
will power electronics, cooling
systems and data efficiency.
Computation will be cleaner,
more useful and more energy-

their actions suggest that the
competitive frenzy to secure
market share has displaced ra-
tional assessment of long-term
social benefit. The strength of
that incentive suggests that
voluntary restraint is unlikely
to succeed. The same competi-
tive pressures that drive the
accumulation of computing
power will also encourage the
invention of ways to circum-
vent, erode or evade vague or
complex rules.

Regulation works best
when attached to measurable
physical acts. Bans on atmo-
spheric testing, numerical lim-
its on delivery systems, and
the general understanding
that first use will be severely

d ang

efficient. a slower
pace could give us time to un-
derstand Al better and de-
velop meaningful systems of
governance.

That prospect ought to be
attractive to Al planners. Yet

ished have
held off nuclear catastrophe.
Sharply defined restrictions
on biological weapons, ozone-
destroying chemicals, leaded
gasoline and tobacco market-
ing have also succeeded. “De-

velop Al responsibly” is fog.
Gigawatts are measurable.
There is a golden opportu-
nity for physics to establish a
red line for Al technology: no
new sustainable power, no
new data center. No large data
center, or major extension of
an existing one, should receive
the permits or grid connection
it needs unless its D!

Is Reading
A Dead Letter?

The New Dark Ages

By James Marriott
Doubleday, 208 pages, $26

r I \ he decline of serious reading may remind the bookish
of a fictional exchange about going broke. “How did
you go bankrupt?” “Two ways. Gradually and then

suddenly.” There was a time when many would have recog-

nized those lines from Ernest Hemingway’s 1926 novel,

“The Sun Also Rises.” Today we are more likely to plug the

passage into a chatbot to determine its source and then

move on to social media, where rudimentary reading
thrives yet true literacy withers.

In 2022, according to the National Endowment for the
Arts, fewer than half of American adults read a book in
the previous 12 months. Another study found that a mere
6% “read" anything for pleasure on a given day in 2023,

and ks. The trend isn’t alto-
gether new. The National Center for Education Statistics
reported that the number of college graduates in 2003 who

could interpret complex texts proficiently had fallen to 31%

from 40% in 1992. The assessment an official noted, was

“not designed to test your

understanding of Proust, but

to test your ability to read
labels.” Students have lately
shocked professors with their
inability to carry out sus-
tained reading. Campus sylla-
buses have been pared down
to accommodate this genera-
tional change.

“The decline of student
reading is only the most visible
symptom of a wider crisis,”
James Marriott warns in “The
New Dark Ages,” a disturbing
book about the death of the
print culture that once shaped
our lives, culture and democracy. “In America,” he writes,
“reading for pleasure declined by 40% in the first two
decades of the 21st century. And in the UK., more than a
third of adults say they have given up the habit.” Publishers
have evidently responded by dumbing down their offerings.
Mr. Marriott cites an analysis from the Economist of New
York Times bestselling books over the course of nearly a
century that found that “sentences in popular books have
contracted by almost a third since the 1930s.”

Nothing, in Mr. Marriott’s view, has done more than the
smartphone to bring on the culture of illiteracy that we
seem to be entering. He notes that people on average now
check their smartphones 144 times a day. A columnist for
the London Times and an inveterate reader, Mr. Marriott
recounts his own early experience with the technology. “It
was often a matter of minutes after sitting down with a
book,” he writes, “that I would spring up again, assailed by
thoughts that were at once impossibly petty and yet pos-
sessed of an inexplicable urgency,” to check his phone.

While television helped undermine reading, Mr. Marriott
writes, “the culture of print could probably have reached
some kind of equilibrium with TV.” He notes that “in the
1990s, if you were commuting to work or on a long train
journey or hanging around in an airport, a book or a newspa-
per was probably the best entertainment option available.”

The portability of smartphones meant that reading—espe-
cially book-length works—was no longer the most convenient
activity for these interstitial periods. Smartphones, the author
says, “are much more effective predators of our attention than
TV ever was,” so effective that he eventually found radical
action necessary. “In the end I got rid of my device and
bought a dumbphone instead. It's made me somewhat annoy-
ing as a friend and a boyfriend but I am able to read again.”

For a doomsayer, Mr. Marriott is good company, and it is
a shame how many people wouldn't dream of reading his
eloquent, learned and admirably brief book. As “The New
Dark Ages” makes clear, there is a lot more at stake than
the joy of reading in what the subtitle calls the “Dawn of
the Post-Literate Society.”

Reading for pleasure has declined dramatically
in recent decades. Blame the smartphone, an
ever-present distraction from the book at hand.

Historians, the author notes, “have linked the spread of
literacy to the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, the
birth of human rights, the rise of capitalism and the advent
of modern democracy. The ascent of reading changed the
world. Our vast, inter d, tolerant and
cally advanced civilization is founded on the complex, ratio-
nal kinds of thinking fostered by literacy.”

For Mr. Marriott, reading isn’t only a matter of personal
cultivation. On the contrary, he makes a strong case that
readmg isa necessary ingredient for the exerclse of reason,

for to be
and assessed for truths to be asserted and defended. Read-
ing, as generations of the downtrodden have discovered,
can be liberating, which is why a number of slave states
before the Civil War made it illegal to teach the skill to
black people.

Our ability to think isn’t helped by the decline of writing,
a task increasingly delegated to chatbots. “The death of
writing compounds the death of reading,” Mr. Marriott
asserts, “further unmooring our culture from its founda-
tions in the written word.”

These developments have clear political implications. Mr.
Marriott believes that the decline of reading and writing
(and the growth of hyperkinetic distractions such as Tik-
Tok), abets the rise of an ignorant, irrational and distracted
electorate. “Mass literacy is a recent phenomenon,” he
writes. “So is mass democracy We simply don’t know
whether one can survive without the other.”

and el 1 dysfunction are nothing new,

brings enough new carbon-
free generation, energy stor-
age and transmission online to
meet its additional electricity
demand—and pays the full
cost.

By itself, this won’t solve all
the problems Al poses. Con-
trolling Al remains difficult.
But we can use the physical
bottleneck of energy to impose
a clear and simple restraint on
an industry that has otherwise
proved elusive to regulate.

Mr. Wilczek is a 2004 Nobel
laureate in physics.

as he acknowledges. The Third Reich bubbled up in a
deeply troubled society of near-universal literacy. Commu-
nism has taken hold among exquisitely educated intellectu-
als; collectivism’s malignant appeal seems strongest on
elite campuses. Yet if human folly predates the decline

of reading, the atrophy of this splendid activity is no less
lamentable.

Aside from the sheer fun of it, the more demanding kind
of reading Mr. Marriott champions helps us make sense of
the world, furnishes the mind and elevates our species.
“For centuries,” he writes, “people have accepted that liter-
ature and learning are among the highest purposes and
deepest consolations of human existence.”

And so they always will be, whether we avail ourselves
or not.

Mr. Akst is the publisher of Tivoli Books.
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Celebrating Hamas on Oct. 7

used Oct. 7, 2026, the same way he used

Oct. 7, 2023: as another opportunity to
libel Israel. After his perfunc-
tory mention Wednesday of
the Hamas massacre came a
stream of propaganda, much
longer, about Israel’s “ongoing
genocide,” “so-called cease-
fire,” “apartheid” and “war
crimes”—with Hamas disappearing from the
picture as if to its hostage tunnels.

Basic dishonesty is a feature of all such ha-
rangues. Mr. Mamdani passes off the Hamas-
supplied Gaza casualty figure as if all the dead
were civilians, not bothering to mention that
at least 25,000 are believed to have been terror-
ist combatants.

To do so would be to admit that Israel waged
awar, not a genocide, with a civilian-to-combat-
ant casualty ratio well within historical prece-
dents for difficult urban warfare. For the same
reason, he also has to omit that Hamas fought
from hospitals, schools and mosques, posed as
journalists, and built an unprecedented military
tunnel system under Gaza’s cities.

It betrays a particular ugliness to smear Is-
rael to mark Oct. 7, the day Hamas started the
war by deliberately massacring Jews. It killed
nearly 1,200 of all ages in scenes reminiscent
of Nazi death squads. The terrorists even took
a baby hostage, among 250 others.

Yet it is for the Hamas attack alone that Mr.
Mamdani insists on context. “The suffering did
not begin nor end that day,” he wrote Wednes-
day. So even Oct. 7 is Israel’s fault.

That’s also how Mr. Mamdani responded in
2023 to the Hamas attack. At the time, his wife

Z ohran Mamdani, the mayor of New York,

Mamdani and others use
the day of the massacre
to blame the Jews.

was celebrating the massacre and his political
party, New York’s Democratic Socialists of
America (DSA), was promoting a rally in soli-
darity. Three years on, the
party’s youth wing endorsed
another such protest for this
Oct. 7. “Glory to the martyrs,
victory to the resistance,”
reads its flier.

Wednesday'’s protests typi-
cally praised the Hamas massacre while also de-
nouncing Israel as the aggressor. “Three years
of genocide, three years of resistance,” pro-
claimed Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP).
On Oct. 8, 2023, the same national SJP told its
chapters to celebrate the “historic win for the
Palestinian resistance.”

During a walkout at Columbia on Wednesday,
students chanted, “Resistance is justified when
people are occupied.” They mean the day’s mas-
sacre of Jews was justified, even while Hamas
ruled all of Gaza. In London, protesters outside
the office of the main communal organization
of British Jews called for “intifada.”

A Haverford professor was arrested Tuesday
for allegedly stalking and threatening a Jewish
colleague—as well as his infant child—in antise-
mitic terms for months via anonymous online
accounts. The professor, a Columbia anthropol-
ogy Ph.D. (what else?), previously wrote on be-
half of the Haverford Faculty for Justice in Pal-
estine to denounce efforts against campus
antisemitism as “Zionist witch hunts.”

Israel fought back after Oct. 7 to lift existen-
tial threats—Hezbollah is devastated and Iran’s
nuclear program is in rubble. But the antisemi-
tism unleashed again three years ago is still with
us. Defeating it remains the West’s duty.

Rubio Gets to the Heart of the Matter

he Western world is having a crisis of

confidence, moral and political, and it

is eroding its prosperity and the will to
defend its principles. For a
bracing and timely antidote,
we recommend Marco Rubio’s
speech Wednesday at the
Acropolis in Greece.

It’s the speech of the year by
our lights. The Secretary of
State is on a diplomatic swing
through Europe, and he met
with Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis,
who has led that country’s economic revival. Mr.
Rubio also took the opportunity to visit the Pynx,
near the Acropolis, that great symbol of Western
civilization, and remind us of the history and ties
that bind Europe and America.

“Here, in Athens, we found the first full real-
ization of all the essential traits that would
come to define the West,” Mr. Rubio said:
“fierce individuality and relentless ambition;
daring exploration and invention; a yearning for
discovery, for adventure, risk and glory. An in-
satiable curiosity about the world and the prin-
ciples by which it operates, a hunger to know
the mysteries of nature and grasp the secrets
of the cosmos.”

He then connected those traits to the West’s
achievements. “This was the foundation of the
Western mind: our math, our science, our medi-
cine. Our philosophy, ethics, and religion. . . .
It was the foundation of the riches of Christian
theology—of Augustine and Aquinas, and the
whole tradition of natural law.”

It isn’t often these days that you hear a poli-
tician speak of “the West,” much less make the
essential connection between our own day and
our inheritance from Athens and Jerusalem.
Would that we heard it more.

Mr. Rubio moved on with an honest appraisal
that “today, too much of the West has forgotten
this quality. Over time, we in the West came to

At the Acropolis, he says
the West can revive itself
by recalling its historie
virtues and ambition.

feel ashamed of the very things that made us
exceptional. We felt embarrassed that our
achievements set us apart from the rest of the
world. Our prosperity some-
how became a source of guilt.
We no longer believed we de-
served and had earned our
greatness.”

Visit an Ivy League campus
any day of the week to see
what Mr. Rubio means.

Our enemies, the Secretary
of State says, have been only too happy to fill
the vacuum left by Western self-doubt. “Na-
tional interests did not vanish in the face of in-
ternational institutions. War did not disappear
simply because we preferred peace. . . . And
now, there is war again. There is new competi-
tion between great powers again. There is vul-
nerability, aggression, terrorism, a whole uni-
verse of new threats and attacks again.”

So the West is at “a crossroads,” and “the
course we take will determine whether the West
maintains its place at the head of the world, or
resigns itself to a future of atrophy and servi-
tude and decline. We will either choose to act
now, or lose the choice to act at all.”

As a senior Trump official, Mr. Rubio says
the U.S. is attempting to lead a Western revival.
But importantly, he didn’t chastise Europe as
others in the Administration have done. He
asked Europe to join America in this great en-
deavor, and he even pointed to green shoots
that it may be doing so.

Mr. Rubio’s speech is all the more notable be-
cause it comes in an age of impoverished politi-
cal rhetoric. Narrow partisanship and sniping
rule the day on left and right. Mr. Rubio is de-
scribing a larger ambition that connects the
best of the West’s past to a better future. Our
view is that Americans are aching for this kind
of vision and leadership, and they will respond
to someone who offers it.

Anduril’s Bet on U.S. Submarines

y now you've heard that the American
military needs more cheap drones and
missiles, but U.S. forces are also facing
a dangerous decline in ships,

Congressional Research Service.
The status quo of building 1.1 or 1.2 subs per
year hasn’t improved even amid Congressional
concern and billions of dollars

submarines and aircraft. An- The defense tech firm in funding. The glacial pace is
duril Industries’ big bet this % HIH a threat to U.S. defenses and to
week on helping to build U.S. m,VEStS $3'7 billion to the American promise to sell
submarines is amajor stepto-  build more attack subs.  Australia at least three and up
ward easing the national ship- to five submarines in the Au-
building crisis. kus deal with the UK.

In an announcement with President Trump
on Tuesday, Anduril said it will invest $3.7 bil-
lion to build a facility that can produce sections
of Virginia-class attack submarines for the U.S.
Navy. The aim is to stand up the plant in Mary-
land by 2030 and build items such as torpedo
tubes and eventually perhaps larger parts of
the vessel.

The U.S. has long failed to build two attack
submarines per year, though America domi-
nates undersea technology and the hulls are
crucial to deterring a war with China.

The Center for Strategic and International
Studies has run a war game of a Chinese assault
on Taiwan some 24 times, and it found that “in
every iteration, the U.S. player moved subma-
rines into the Taiwan Strait, where they could
attack Chinese amphibious ships directly.” Bei-
jing has to assume the stealthy submarines
could be in the region at any time, which en-
hances deterrence.

But U.S. submarine production is limited by
a brittle supply chain, scarce skilled labor, and
other dysfunctions. The Navy would be lucky
to reach its fleet goal of 66 attack submarines
in several decades, and in 2024 only 31 of 47
were operationally ready, according to the

Anduril’s new facility could add nine million
labor hours a year to the Virginia-class indus-
trial base, a 15% boost that should relieve other
facilities and help put the boats together faster.
The defense tech company is known for using
manufacturing innovation, software and a com-
mercial labor force to reduce production time
and expense.

Let’s hope the Administration and Congress
understand this is a no-aborts mission. Anduril
is putting up billions of its own capital, as Ad-
ministrations of both parties are always de-
manding from weapons makers. But other de-
fense companies will watch this effort and
calibrate their own bets accordingly. One risk
is that the project is strangled by inflexibility
in the Navy’s technical bureaucracy that certi-
fies parts.

Still, credit the Administration for injecting
more competition into a calcified U.S. defense
industrial base. Many in Washington have in-
voked America’s submarine travails as a reason
to write-down U.S. interests and accommodate
China’s Taiwan designs. This week’s announce-
ment is a sign that the U.S. is at long last start-
ing to throw American ingenuity and capital at
a major strategic problem.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In Education, Unions Aren’t the Only Problem

In his op-ed “Nikole Hannah-Jones
vs. Randi Weingarten” (Oct. 5), Joel
Klein places the blame for the lack of
student and teacher accountability
measures primarily on New York’s
powerful teachers union.

The New York State Board of Re-
gents and state Education Department,
however, are even more culpable. Take
two recent actions as examples.

First, the board voted last month
to eliminate the requirement that stu-
dents pass the longstanding and na-
tionally respected Regents examina-
tions to graduate starting with the
class of 2028. Instead, the board tells
school districts to use more subjec-
tive measures of student progress to
determine graduation eligibility.

Second, New York’s Education De-
partment has refused to share the re-
sults of Advanced Placement (AP) ex-
aminations with third parties, thus
precluding the ranking of New York
high schools based upon this powerful
measure of academic achievement.

Unions exist to protect their mem-
bers and to raise their salaries, which
is what the teachers unions are do-
ing. One would have thought that
government officials entrusted with
students’ academic success would act
differently. Apparently not.

Marc F. BERNSTEIN
Retired New York state supt. of schools
Boynton Beach, Fla.

Teachers don’t enter the field of
education to slide by with an easy
job or to underperform out of lazi-
ness or ill will. In his op-ed, Mr.
Klein leaves out the important role
of administrators. The good ones
recognize and support real teaching.
The poor ones make choices that
handicap, disempower and disillusion
good teachers.

In my last few years as a teacher
before I retired in 2022, I—along
with my fellow educators—were
called into the administration office
to discuss our grading policies. These
discussions turned out to be orders
from our bosses, sugar-coated in cor-
porate buzzwords, to stop giving low
grades. Student learning went under
the bus to make sure administrators’
resumes reflected the academic im-
provements of the school under their
leadership.

Many teachers have experienced
similar actions that are intended to
improve the lives of administrators
at the cost of real and effective
teaching.

Yes, there are many poor teachers,
and teachers unions have many
faults, but when seeking to improve
education, the role of administrators
is too often left out.

PauL FORSTER
Retired teacher
Santa Barbara, Calif.

The Trouble With Fair- Weather Originalists

Justice Samuel Alito’s explana-
tion of how originalism disciplines
judicial decision-making is a re-
freshing answer to those who see
the Constitution as an empty ves-
sel to be filled by transient social
values (“Even Originalist Judges
Make Mistakes,” op-ed, Oct. 3).
The document means what it says.
All the more reason not to ignore
the 14th Amendment’s Privileges or
Immunities Clause, as the Supreme
Court has since 1873, shortly after
the amendment was ratified. Alas,
that is precisely what the good
justice accepts, citing precedent—
the high court’s Slaughter-House
decision that year, which most
scholars today believe to have
been wrongly decided—adding that
reviving the clause “would have
opened a can of worms.” Had that
rationale prevailed in 1954, we
would still be living with the
court’s 1896 “separate but equal”
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, ef-
fectively overruled in Brown v.

Board of Education, which also
opened a can of worms we’re still
wrestling with today.

Justice Alito’s proper respect for
originalism’s restraint on judicial
mischief is ill-served by the court’s
reliance on the 14th Amendment’s
less substantive Due Process Clause
to do the work the Privileges or Im-
munity Clause was meant to do. Not
for nothing does the latter come
first in the amendment. Still more,
unlike with the former, there is
precedent to guide the court: Jus-
tice Bushrod Washington’s ample
explication of Article IV's Privileges
and Immunity Clause in 1823 in
Corfield v. Coryell. If we are all
originalists now, as Justice Elena
Kagan remarked in her confirmation
hearings, let’s not be fair-weather
originalists. The text is there for a
reason.

RogGer PiLow, PuD, JD.

Cato Institute’s Robert A. Levy
Center for Constitutional Studies
Washington

The Fed Has a History of Wasteful Spending

Joseph C. Sternberg’s column on
the Fed’s botched Eccles Building
renovation highlights a familiar pat-
tern: When the Federal Reserve mis-
manages something, it invokes “po-
litical independence” as the excuse
(“If the Fed Can’t Stay on Budget,
Can It Manage the Economy?,” Poli-
tics & Ideas, Oct. 2).

That claim has always been dubi-
ous. During Congressman Wright
Patman’s 1964 investigation of the
Federal Reserve System, his staff
combed through Reserve Bank led-
gers looking for signs of waste. In
the published hearings, “The Federal
Reserve System After Fifty Years,”
they itemized the Cleveland Fed’s
purchase of “24 ping-pong balls and
12 ping-pong paddles.” Patman later
brandished that line item on the
House floor as evidence of an unac-
countable central bank. When I
Jjoined the Cleveland Fed as a mone-

If Boulder County Is So Eager
To Sue, Why Not Sue Us All?

As your editorial “A Big Moment
for Federalism” (Oct. 3) notes, the
central issue in Suncor Energy v.
Boulder County is “whether states
and localities can turn federalism on
its head to dictate policy for the
rest of the country.”

Here is a question for Boulder
County: Why stop with targeting oil
and gas companies? If it seeks to
hold entities responsible for the ills
caused by the use of petroleum
products, why not include as defen-
dants anyone who has ever used

tary economist in 1974, the closet
containing those ping-pong balls was
still padlocked, a relic of the Fed’s
fear of congressional oversight.

As for the Fed’s vaunted indepen-
dence, the record is stark. Cumula-
tive inflation was about 8% in the
century before the Federal Reserve
existed; since its creation, cumula-
tive inflation has exceeded 2,400%.
Whatever independence was in-
tended, it has not produced mone-
tary stability.

Kevin ViLLant
La Jolla, Calif.

The AI Luddites Won’t Win

I agree with Andy Kessler that
“technology always finds its way
around opposition” (“The Al Luddites
Are Here,” Inside View, Sept. 14).

Economists remind us that the
Luddites were acting rationally.
They were losing their jobs. It’s no
surprise that unions, which depend
on membership, oppose the technol-
ogy. Nevertheless, we need a bal-
anced approach to avoid the puta-
tive pitfalls.

In his 2016 book “Paper: Paging
Through History,” Mark Kurlansky de-
scribes the technical fallacy that tech-
nology changes society. Mr. Kurlansky
argues that the reverse is true: It is
society that “develops technology to
address the changes that are taking
place within it.” In short, artificial in-
telligence is here to stay. Luddites
never win.

PauL FREIBERG
Neenah, Wis.

gasoline, vinyl siding, k
food, electricity, pharmaceuticals,
heating oil, fertilizer, rubber, com-
puters, cellphones and so on? After
all, it is consumer demand that
keeps oil companies in business.
Any judgments received could be
apportioned among consumers, with
their respective share of damages
added to their annual tax bill.

Another question for Boulder
County: What energy sources does
the county use to power its facilities
and vehicle fleet?

PETER D. KEARNS

Point Pleasant Beach, N.J.
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OPINION

By Bjorn Lomborg

recently finished an ice

cream in Copenhagen and

found myself stumped at the

trash bins, wrapper in hand.

Denmark sorts its garbage

into 10 official categories, so that

throwing something away becomes

a small bureaucratic exam. The bins

embody an idea that has gone too

far: that more recycling is always
better.

Modern enthusiasm for recycling
was turbocharged by the 1970s
panic that the world was running
out of resources. But the biggest
item households recycle is paper,
and we aren’t running out of trees.

Metals and some plastics
are worth separating, but
the rest of it is costly and
can hurt the environment.

The case for recycling then
shifted to protecting the environ-
ment. That argument has some
merit. Recycling plastic can save oil.
But heavy glass has to be collected,
trucked, cleaned and remelted. Al-
most anything can be recycled if you
throw enough money and energy at
it. But are the benefits worth the
cost?

Valuable materials were long re-
cycled without government pro-
grams to make it happen. A century
ago, scrap supplied about 30% of
America’s copper, close to the 32%
recycled globally today. Iron, steel
and construction debris are recycled
because businesses find it profitable.

Most Recychng Is a Waste

Yet governments have
increasingly pushed citi-
zens to recycle paper,
glass and plastics worth
less than the cost of col-
lecting and processing
them. Sometimes the
environmental benefits
made up the difference.
But over time the means
became the end.

Governments in Eu-
rope and North America
now chase suspiciously
round numbers. The Eu-
ropean Union sets man-
dates for 90%, 85%,
80%, 75%, 70%, 65%,
60%, 55% and 50%, cov-
ering everything from
beverage containers and
packaging materials to
municipal rubbish. In
2010 Scotland promised
“zero waste” with 70%
recycling by 2025. Its household re-
cycling rate stands at 44%.

The world now spends more than
$250 billion a year munic-

Garbage bins proliferate in Denmark.

begun asking whether another recy-
cling rule is worth the cost. Last
week Gavin Newsom vetoed a bill
for recy-

ipal waste, perhaps $50 billion of it
on recycling. That money can’t go to
policies that do more good.

A new study from Denmark’s En-
vironmental Protection Agency

cled -content claims, having con-
cluded that it would bring “little
benefit.”
Recycling for its own sake can do
harm For decades, rich countries
1

shows the trade-off. h
post-sorting of household trash na-
tionwide would lift Denmark’s recy-
cling rate by almost 5 percentage
points toward EU requirements. By
the usual scoreboard, that is a win.
But the costs far exceed the bene-
fits. Each ton of carbon dioxide
avoided would cost nearly €4,000.
That’s almost 50 times the European
carbon price, meaning emissions can
be cut far more cheaply elsewhere.
Even California’s governor has

1 plastic and
shipped more than a quarter of it to
China and other poorer countries
that promised to recycle it. Much of
it was never recycled. One U.S. study
found that about one-fourth of ex-
ported plastic scrap was unusable,
and half of that was badly managed.
This trade fell sharply after China’s
2018 import ban, but even in the
years immediately afterward per-
haps 5% to 10% of land-based plastic
entering the ocean came from plas-

tic that wealthy countries had virtu-
ously collected for recycling.

Some recycling clearly pays, but
the question is how much. Japan,
which publishes the world’s best
data on municipal waste, offers an
answer. One peer-reviewed study es-
timated the socially optimal recy-
cling rate—the point at which bene-
fits, including environmental ones,
most exceed costs. It was 10%. A
newer study finds that municipal
management costs alone were mini-
mized at 7.6%. Recycle less and you
miss cheap gains from metals and
plastics. Recycle more and you pour
ever greater resources into ever
smaller gains, leaving society worse
off.

A much-cited U.S. analysis imag-
ined a suburban county designing its
waste system from scratch. It tested

every combination of re-
cycling, landfill, inciner-
ation and anaerobic di-
gestion. The best social
outcome? Collect every-
thing in one bin, send it
to a central sorting
plant, pull out recycla-
bles and organics by ma-
chine, turn the organics
into biogas and soil
amendment, and burn
the rest. Roughly half
the waste ends up incin-
erated, 38% digested and
12% recycled. One bin in-
stead of 10, with the
best mix of low cost and
environmental benefit,
delivered by machines
rather than by hectoring
households.

Official accounts ig-
nore a cost every house-
hold pays: the time
spent sorting. Peer-reviewed stud-
ies from Sweden and Finland find it
takes 26 to 29 minutes a week per
person. Value that time at half the
minimum wage in each country and
it comes to €43 billion to €47 bil-
lion a year across the EU, about as
much as the entire cost of Europe’s
municipal waste system. Across the
Organization for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development’s member
states, it amounts to $111 billion to
$123 billion.

Recycle what is worth recycling.
Then throw away the idea that more
recycling is always better.

Mr. Lomborg is president of the
Copenhagen Consensus, a visiting
fellow at Stanford University’s Hoo-
ver Institution and author of “False
Alarm” and “Best Things First.”

India’s Best Bet to Catch Up With China? Democracy

When  President
Trump rolled out
the red carpet for Xi
Jinping, some pun-
dits saw it as Amer-
ica foolishly ac-
knowledging its

E‘:S¥ IS main confpetjt_or as
B&Sadammd a peer, signaling &
Dhume “G-2” world domi-

nated by Washing-

ton and Beijing.

For developing-world democra-
cies like India, the threat from
China’s rise goes beyond geopolitics.
Beijing and many pro-Beijing com-
mentators portray China’s authori-
tarian government as inherently su-
perior to democracy.

India is a tempting subject for
comparison. But while China has
outpaced its southern neighbor eco-
nomically, technologically and mili-
tarily, that doesn’t make authoritari-
anism a superior system.

“The simplistic view is that China
has grown faster than India because
China is an autocracy,” says Yasheng
Huang, a professor of global eco-
nomics at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. “I just don’t see
any evidence for that.”

Scholars have long seen the
broader significance of the eco-
nomic race between China and In-
dia. The communist takeover of
China in 1949 came two years after
Indian independence from Britain.
The world’s two most populous na-
tions saw themselves as ancient civ-
ilizations humiliated by industrial-
ized Western powers.

“Given the present role of these
two nations in Asia and their strate-
gic importance in the world, it
seems likely that the relative degree
of success attributed to the two de-
velopment efforts will determine the
part they will be able to play in in-
ternational affairs,” Wilfred Malen-
baum, an MIT economist, wrote in a
1956 paper. He argued that the win-
ner of the contest would help deter-
mine whether other newly indepen-
dent countries would “be a force
primarily for or against the spread
of free and open societies through-
out the world.”

Milton Friedman, an early critic
of India’s failed experiment with
state planning, wrote in a 1963 es-
say: “We have rightly regarded India
as a key country in the struggle for
the uncommitted nations of the

world, as the major counterforce to
the influence being exerted in the
Far East by China.”

China initiated market-based eco-
nomic reforms in 1978. According to
the International Monetary Fund, in
1980 China and India were neck and
neck in nominal per capita gross do-
mestic product, with China at $310

Economie liberalization
and meritocracy, not
autocratic rule, enabled
the sparkling megacities.

and India at $275. India’s growth ac-
celerated after 1991, when it also be-
gan economic reforms, but it hasn’t
kept pace with China. The IMF esti-
mates China’s per capita GDP last
year at about $14,000, more than
five times India’s roughly $2,700. In
purchasing power parity terms,
which accounts for goods and ser-
vices typically costing less in poorer
countries, Chinese per capita GDP of
about $29,500 was 2.5 times India’s
$12,000.

China’s system looks attractive at
first glance. Deng Xiaoping, the ar-
chitect of the country’s economic
reforms, sold his departure from
Maoism with aphorisms such as “It
doesn’t matter whether a cat is
black or white as long as it catches
mice” and “Let some people and
some regions get rich first.” He
could say such things, the argument
goes, because he didn’t need to win
elections. Indian politicians, by con-
trast, rarely rise above promising
voters freebies or appealing to caste
or religion.

China’s political system suppos-
edly lets leaders take the long view
instead of devising short-term poli-
cies with the next election in mind.
In India, a project like China’s Three
Gorges Dam would likely become
ensnared in endless lawsuits and
protests by civil society groups.

Although democracy has become
synonymous at times with bloat
and red tape (think of California’s
high-speed rail project), demo-
cratic governments have a stronger
record of delivering prosperity—
without brutalizing their people.
China’s boom is less than 40 years
old and shows signs of fading. In

per capita GDP terms, China trails
the U.S. and has yet to catch up
with Japan or South Korea. Mr.
Huang points out that the most au-
thoritarian Chinese leaders, includ-
ing Mao Zedong and Mr. Xi, have a
far worse economic record than
the relatively liberal Deng and his
immediate successors.

Those drawn to authoritarian-
ism believe it will yield sparkling
megacities and world-beating com-
panies. But war-torn Myanmar and
bankrupt Zimbabwe are examples
of where autocratic rule often
leads. China still holds lessons for
India—and any democracy. Julian
Gewirtz, a China expert at Colum-
bia University, calls the country’s
economic takeoff “as much a story
of bottom-up experimentation and
exploration of international ideas
as anything else.” By embracing
meritocracy, China has made its
universities world-class. China
sees its cities as engines of
growth, not merely cash cows for
rural hinterlands.

But these are arguments for im-
proving Indian democracy—so it
may one day offer the developing
‘world a better example than China.

‘Londonistan’ and Britain’s Growing Rift With Washington

By Dominic Green

London
he only thing worse than being
Britain’s enemy is being Brit-
ain’s friend. For decades a pil-

lar of the Western alliance, the U.K.
is becoming an unreliable ally. The
foundation of the British-American
alliance isn’t sentiment but security
cooperation. The unraveling of Brit-
ain’s postimperial strategies for
managing the domestic front while
maintaining its international status
is damaging that cooperation and
harming American interests.

On Oct. 4, the Pentagon withdrew
its B-1 bombers from RAF Fairford,
the main U.S. air base for strikes on
Iran, to American soil, citing security
concerns about an Iranian-led plot to
attack the base. The withdrawal,
which was so precipitate that some
of the bombers took off before air-
borne refueling was fully arranged,
came a week after British counterter-
rorism police arrested five black-clad
men near the base in the early hours
of Sept. 27. The men had driven

three vehicles toward the base, and
police later recovered “a quantity of
petrol” from the cars. President
Trump said the threat linked to Iran
was the reason for removing the air-
craft. Yet the “Fairford Five” were
released on bail a day later.

Meanwhile, Britain’s Labour gov-
ernment stalled on corroborating its
ally’s assertions while Labour held
its annual conference and rallied to a
new prime minister, Andy Burnham.
On Sept. 24, three days before the
Fairford arrests, Foreign Secretary
Ed Miliband posed shaking hands
with Iran’s foreign minister, Abbas
Araghchi, in a meeting at the United
Nations General Assembly. Mr. Mili-
band, who earlier in the month had
announced sanctions on Jewish-
owned businesses in Judea and Sa-
maria (the West Bank), avoided
meeting any Israeli officials.

In the Oct. 8 by-election for ex-
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s Lon-
don seat, Labour’s Somali-born can-
didate is challenged by a Green Party
candidate running on a “pro-Pales-
tine” platform. In his conference
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speech on the morning after the
Fairford arrests, Mr. Miliband de-
nounced Israel at length and told La-
bour delegates that “you were right”
to be “outraged by the plight of the
Palestinian people.” He devoted
three sentences to Iran, none of them
mentioning terrorism or domestic
subversion.

that Labour played down a major
security incident for domestic po-
litical reasons, that Iran sees Brit-
ain as weak—and that the U.S. does
too. Mr. Miliband did it again on
Sept. 30 by euphemizing the hijack-
ing of an airliner flying between
Dubai and Tel Aviv by a British-ed-
ucated Omani as an “incident.”

previous Conservative government,
then planned Hamas attacks on Jew-
ish sites in Germany and Austria to
celebrate the second anniversary of
the Oct. 7 massacres. A court order
initially anonymized “Mr. X” for 100
years. The order was later amended,
but he remains protected from iden-
tification in the U.K. while separate

No mention of the i tip-
offs that preceded the Fairford ar-
rests, or that Iran had declared RAF
Fairford a “legitimate target.” No
mention of the more than “20 poten-
tially lethal Iranian-backed plots
against people in the U.K.” that MI5
described in July No mention of the

The U.K. is now a hub for
the Iranians, which has
turned Britain into an
unreliable ally for the U.S.

pr di are under way.

This story reeks of sub-Le Carré
spycraft gone wrong and the use of
the courts to hush it up. The reality
behind the James Bond myth is that
postimperial Britain boosted its sta-
tus by making itself useful to the U.S.
The noble legacy of hosting Europe’s

arrest earlier in of two
Iranian men who allegedly planned
to detonate a chlorine bomb at
Heaton Park Synagogue in Manches-
ter, site of a jihadist attack in 2025.

Only on Sept. 30, after Labour’s
conference and after Secretary of
State Marco Rubio cited the hand of
a “foreign actor,” did Mr. Burnham
admit to “strong indications” that
Iran “played a part” in the incident.
It is impossible not to conclude

As to how a key American ally al-
lowed Iran, the world’s leading spon-
sor of terrorism, to establish opera-
tions on British soil, consider
another case that broke on the night
of the Fairford arrests. The Sunday
Times of London reported that a
bodyguard to the late Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh obtained “asylum”
and citizenship in Britain from the

Notable ¢3 Quotable: Satire

From the Instagram account of
the Columbia Federalist, a satirical
university newspaper, Sept. 30:

It was brought to our attention
that a recent article published on
our Social Media and Website titled
“T Lived It: Before We Had Sex, My
Boyfriend Said a Land Acknowledge-
ment” upset many members of the
Columbia community and handled a
very sensitive topic rashly and irre-
sponsibly: the important recognition
of the native land that Columbia
University and much of our country
sit on.

‘We take full accountability for the

weight of our harmful words, and we
thank Columbia’s Native American
Council, as well as other members of
the community, for bringing this to
our attention. We deeply apologize
for any harm that this article caused,
and we are taking this moment to
refine our humor guidelines to en-
sure that our mission of satire does
not hurt communities and voices
that should be uplifted. In a moment
like the one we are currently living
in on a campus like ours, political
satire is more important than ever,
and we would like to reaffirm our
commitment to uplifting marginal-
ized voices in this endeavor.

ident liberals, the ignoble impe-
rial game of divide-and-rule, and the
trade-offs of Cold War cat-and-
mouse declined into an amoral will-
ingness to cultivate terrorist funders
such as Pakistan and Saudi Arabia,
and even to host the West’s enemies.
French intelligence services nick-
named Britain’s capital “Londoni-
stan” decades ago.

First a policy runs out of utility.
Then its institutional momentum
runs out of control. Britain is now a
key European hub for the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps and the
Muslim Brotherhood. If Britain con-
tinues its diplomatic and economic
assault, Israel may reconsider the in-
telligence-sharing that has previ-
ously spared British citizens from
the fatal consequences of British
government policies. The British and
Israelis should be working together
as American allies against common
threats. Instead, Britain’s strategic
exhaustion and cynical compensa-
tions are disrupting America’s global
strategy at a critical moment and
making America and, it appears,
American bases and personnel less
secure.

Mr. Green is a columnist for WSJ
Opinion’s Free Expression.
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EDITORIALS

Endorsements for Illinois Senate
districts 8,9, 14,17, 18, 21, 23

Today the Tribune Editorial Board turns its attention
to contested races for the Illinois Senate Thisis our first
batchofend there; we tate-
wide.

8THDISTRICT

Ram Villivalam, 39, has represented this district,
covering parts of Chicago’s North Side including West
Ridge as well as such northern suburbs as Skokie, Park
Ridge, Morton Grove, Lincolnwood and Niles, since
2019. As majority caucus whip, he’s part of Senate Pres-
ident Don Harmon’s leadership team and led the upper
chamber’s negotiations for the mass transit rescue pack-
age enacted late last year.

Giving Villivalam his first general election challenge
since winning office is Vince Romano, 53, a Skokie real
estate agent who’s run unsuccessfully for the state legis-
lature several times. This is Romano’s first Senate run.

Romano is a harsh critic of Democratic Party leader-
ship inTllinois, saying of Villivalam that his rise within
the state Senate is “the exact problem. He’s aleader, and
he’s leading us in the wrong direction.”

Of the transit package, which resulted in a record
increase in road tolls throughout Illinois, he says bluntly,
“Itsucks. ... One more thing (my opponent) did to make
constituents’ lives unaffordable.”

Our view of Villivalam is more nuanced. We don’t love
the spike in tolls either, but we believed the transit fund-
ing increase was unavoidable (if excessive). The money
had to come from somewhere, and Villivalam helped put
the kibosh on some truly unacceptable proposals that
surfaced in the House — particularly a tax on the unreal-
ized gains of Illinois billionaires.

Romano’s critiques of Democratic Party hegemony in
Tllinois are well taken, but we consider Villivalam to be
an experienced problem solver even if he is philosophi-
cally liberal.

‘We endorse Ram Villivalam.

9TH DISTRICT

This is a seat left open after the failed congressional
candidacy of Democrat Laura Fine, who's represented
this north suburban district since 2019. The Democratic
candidate to succeed her is Winnetka small business
owner Patrick Hanley, 36, who edged out Evanston
lawyer Rachel Ruttenberg in a hotly contested primary.

Hanley, whom we endorsed over Ruttenberg in the
primary, faces Glenview resident Thomas Lally, 74,
now retired after a career in the insurance and defense
industries. Lally is from a very old North Shore family;
the family business is West End Florist in the far western
partof Evanston, abusiness established by Lally’s grand-
fatherin1908.

Hanley’s views are similar to those of Fine and her
predecessor Daniel Biss, the Evanston mayor now
running to succeed Jan Schakowsky in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Hanley told us he opposes the
so-called millionaire’s tax, a surcharge on incomes over
$1million that House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch
endorses. But he believes Illinois should adopt a progres-
sive income tax in the future, something Illinois voters
rejected in 2020.

Atthe same time, we are heartened to see that he
would consider Cook County State’s Attorney Eileen
O'Neill Burke’s suggestions for state legislation reform-
ing the county’s broken electronic monitoring system.
He also has some solid ideas on getting more housing
built in linois, which we have identified as an urgent
need.

Lally hasn’t waged any kind of serious campaign that
we can discern; for example, the League of Women
Voters said his campaign didn’t respond to arequest to
debate Hanley, who'd agreed to attend. A lengthy state-
ment on Lally’s campaign website as to why he’s running
includes a hearty defense of President Donald Trump
and adescription of Democratic voters as “lemmings.”

In adistrict where Democrats far outnumber Repub-
licans, that struck us as an odd form of outreach to
potential swing voters.

14TH DISTRICT

State Sen. Emil Jones IIT has represented this district
in Cook County’s south suburbs since 2010 when he
succeeded his father, Emil Jones Jr., Senate presi-
dent from 2003 to 2009 and famously Barack Obama’s
mentor when Obama was a state senator.

The younger Jones entered into a deferred prosecu-
tion agreement with the U.S. attorney’s office in Chicago
late last year after his 2025 trial on bribery and wire
fraud charges ended in a hung jury. If he complies with
the terms of the agreement, which included an admis-
sion that he lied to the FBI, the charges will be dismissed.

Perhaps it's not surprising then that Jones, 48, was
challenged in the Democratic primary for the first time
since he took office. He defeated the two candadates,
including Ahmed Karrar, whom we endorsed, winning
about 60% of the vote.

He’s also getting his first general election challenge
since winning the office. Republican Brian Skala, a
Crestwood village trustee, is running.

Skala, 53,2 umon plumberand Crestwood native, says
Jones ly has been an at senator. Sk
is striking amoderate tone in his bid for the office and
pledging to work with Democrats but believes, as we
do, that taxes are too highin Illmms He also tells ushe
would supporta that would
allow for pension reform.

‘We're glad voters in this heavily Democratic district
will have a choice, even if Skala faces an uphill battle
given his opponent’s familial advantages. But that is not
what should matter here.

Skala is a very reasonable alternative for indepen-
dents and moderate Democrats who want more curbs on
Democratic excesses in Springfield and a change from
their scandal-tarred incumbent.

Brian Skalais endorsed.

17TH DISTRICT
Sen. Elgie Sims Jr, 56, has represented this district,
stretching from South Side neighborhoods like Chatham

State Sen. Ram Villivalam speaks during an event on Feb. 12
in Chicago's Loop. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Brian Skalais a Republican
running to represent the
14th state Senate District.
BRIAN SKALA

Patrick Hanley is running for
the Democratic nomination
for state Senate in the 9th
District. PATRICK HANLEY

State Sen. Elgie Sims, majority caucus appropriations
leader, speaks to the press before Gov. JB Pritzker signs the
state budget package on June 16. E. JASON WAMBSGANS/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

State Rep. Fran Hurley, D-Chicago, speaks in the riding
arena of the Chicago School for Agricultural Sciences on
Sept.2,2022. MICHAEL GARD/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Laura Ellman, then-candidate for state Senate, speaks
during the Women's March to the Polls Early Vote

Rally at Fishel Park on Oct. 22, 2018, in Downers Grove.
STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

through south suburban parts of Cook, Will and Kanka-
kee counties, since 2018. He faces a general election
challenge (other than write-ins) for the first time since
taking office from Republican Frederick Walls, 55, a
carpenter who's run unsuccessfully in the past for the
Tllinois House.

Sims isaleader in the Senate, chairing the Appropri-
ations Committee and serving as the chamber’s lead
budgeteer, including for the current-year budget. He
also was the driving force in the Senate for the SAFE-T
Act, which eliminated cash bail and has been controver-
sial since its adoption in 2021.

Sims is well to our left on many issues, and while we
have argued the elimination of cash bail was justified on
the grounds of economic fairness, we urge the senator to
bemore open to amending the landmark law than he has
been to date in order to enhance public safety.

That said, while we appreciate that Walls is giving.
voters a choice, Sims is a force in Springfield who has
received our endorsement in the past. Voters in this
district have good reasons to support him.

18TH DISTRICT

The Illinois Senate is losing one of its best in Demo-
crat Bill Cunningham, who is retiring. The open seat,
covering parts of Chicago’s Southwest Side and nearby
suburbs including Alsip, Palos Heights and Palos Park,
isbeing contested by former state Rep. Fran Hurley, 66,
aDemocrat, and Republican Christine McGovern, 56, a
real estate broker who lost to Cunningham in 2022 and
ran unsuccessfully for Hurley’s old House seat in 2024
after Hurley retired.

Voters in this region know Hurley well. She served in
the Illinois House for a decade before leaving in 2023 to
join the Tllinois Labor Relations Board.

This board endorsed her in her last House race as
astrong voice for moderates in Springfield. She voted
against the SAFE-T Act initially due to the objections
from the law enforcement community, which she has
consistently supported; and indeed the law was substan-
tially amended later to address some of those concerns.

Hurley tells us now that she supports Cook County
State’s Attorney O’'Neill Burke’s call to bar judges from
allowing those accused of the worst violent crimes to
be confined at home with their whereabouts tracked
using electronic monitors. Flagging affordability and
public safety as the two issues of most importance to this
district, she says, “What matters most is making sure
people can afford to live in the communities they call
home and can feel safe while doing so.”

Fair enough.

McGovern is staunchly conservative and tells us, for
example, that she would support rescinding the recent
toll-road fee increases as part of last year’s transit rescue
package. We don't like how steep those toll increases
are, either, but we don’t think it practical to repeal them
without another viable plan.

Hurley will be a welcome moderating voice in the
Senate and a worthy successor to Cunningham, who
endorsed her.

‘We endorse Fran Hurley.

2ISTDISTRICT

Naperville Democrat Laura Ellman is seeking a third
term representing this district centered in Naperville
and including DuPage County communities like Lisle,
Glen Ellyn and Lombard. She’s challenged by fellow
Naperville resident Julie Berkowicz, a Will County
Board member for eight years.

Berkowicz, 65, opposes Illinois’ sanctuary-state law
and believes the state imposes too many mandates
on localities. She is an advocate of school choice and
says the state should opt into the new federal program
providing scholarships, funded by donors who geta
federal tax credit for their contributions. We agree with
her on school choice and many of her other departures
from her party’s more extreme positions.

Berkowicz strikes us as a savvy Republican who
understands that she must appeal to Democratsina
once-Republican suburban area that now trends blue.

But Ellman, 60, is a very reasonable and moderate
Democrat who has received our supportin the past
and done nothingin our eyes to merit ousting this time
around. We appreciate, too, that she’s been a consistent
co-sponsor of lifting Illinois’ longstanding moratorium
onnew nuclear plants — a policy change that finally was
enacted last year.

‘We also applaud Ellman’s stated view that “our
(legislative) maps should be compact and contiguous

and those natural (¢ ) boundar-
ies” We hope when the time comes that she insists her
party leaders follow that same principle, which they’ve
refused thus far to do.

23RD DISTRICT

This west suburban district has been represented by
Democrat Suzanne Glowiak Hilton since 2019. She faces
achallenge as she seeks a third term from Republican
Linda Polacek, a former Marine who serves as a York
Center Park District commissioner and who says that
she believes “Illinois families are being ignored by career
politicians while struggling under rising costs and high
taxes” They certainly are struggling.

Amechanical engineer from Western Springs,
Glowiak Hilton, 68, has been a moderate in the state
Senate, reflecting a district that was represented by a
Republican before her. She defeated her GOP opponent,
Dennis Reboletti, by nine points in 2022.

We endorsed the moderate Reboletti in that race but
we also recognized Glowiak Hilton’s centrist, bipartisan
approach, reflected in votes against the state budget in
each of the past three years. She has sponsored legis-
lation, co-sponsored by Republican state Sen. Chris
Balkema, to cap state spending growth at no more than
growth in the state’s economy. She tells us in no uncer-
tain terms that she opposes the proposed 3% surcharge
on incomes over $1 million, backed by House Speaker
Welch. We could not agree more.

Polacek’s campaign has, to our minds, been less than
vigorous.
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Failed Tennessee execution shows
lethal injection is breaking down

By Maya Foa
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Christa Pike’s execution in
Tennessee was a disaster waiting
to happen. The warnings did not
only come from her lawyers or
opponents of the death penalty:
Doctors in Tennessee and Repub-
lican state senators called for the
state to pause executions, because
the chances of one going cata-
strophically wrong were so high.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee did
not heed those warnings. Now,
the defining image of the death
penaltyin2026isa woman
strapped to a gurney, inunbear-
able agony, being tortured by
prison officials tasked with killing
herbut unable todo so.

In May, Tennessee offi-
cials stabbed Tony Carruthers
with needles and a scalpel for
more than an hour while blood
streamed down his chest. In
August 2025, Byron Black groaned
and cried out in obvious distress
as he died. But this is not the story
of ahandful of botched execu-
tions. We are witnessing the
complete breakdown of the domi-
nant method of execution in the
United States.

My organization, Reprieve,
studied botched lethal injections
that were carried out from 1977 to
2023. Over athird of them lasted
‘more than 45 minutes, and over
aquarter lasted longer than an
hour. Secrecy was among the risk
factors we identified, increasing
the chances an execution would
gowrong. Haste was another.
Taken together, they define the
approach being taken by execu-
tion-seeking states during Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s second
administration.

The death penalty in the U.S.
relies entirely on secrecy. Indeed,
the whole point of lethal injection
is to obscure the violence of the
state taking a human life. Tennes-
see’s secrecy law is extremely
broad, but no more so than many
other death penalty states. The
curtain that officials brought
down to prevent witnesses seeing
Pike’s suffering is merely the visi-
ble manifestation of a process that
is hidden from voters by design.

Tennessee refuses to say where
it gets its execution drugs. It will

Kathleen Walter prays in an area reserved for people opposed to the death penalty outside Riverbend Maximum Security Institution before the
planned execution of Christa Pike on Sept. 30 in Nashville, Tennessee. GEORGE WALKER IV/AP

not disclose how many vials it

has on hand, how they are stored,
when they expire or even whether
ituses compounded or manufac-
tured pentobarbital in executions.
It was recently revealed that the
state spent $650,000 on a supply
of execution drugs.

Ifa state purchases manufac-
tured drugs on the black market,
which comes at a huge markup,
that breaks pharmaceutical
company distribution controls.

From the executive order
“Restoring the Death Penalty,”
issued on his first day back in
office, Trump made clear that he
wants to see more executions.
Some executing states have been
following his cue. Nationally,
there were 47 executions last
year, but three-quarters of these
were in just four states and 40%

in Florida alone.

In April, the Department of
Justice published a death penalty
report that bizarrely asserted that

every step of the State’s lawful,
established execution protocol
approved by the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office.” We have become

allmethods of avail- d to states breezily
able to states are i 1 di witness reports of a
and humane, from lethal gas to man vxolently thrashing for 22

the electric chair, the firing squad
and lethal injection.

Alabama has been busily
demonstrating that the reverse is
true, following a string of hideous
botched lethal injection execu-
tions with aseries of no less
gruesome executions with nitro-
gen suffocation. After a federal
court prohibited further nitrogen
executions, the state switched
back to the old, broken method.

In the aftermath of the failed
execution of Pike, Tennessee offi-
cials issued a statement observ-
ing that they had “followed

minutes as he dies as “nothing
out of the ordinary,” but this was
staggering, even by those debased
standards.

Inthe 2015 landmark U.S.
Supreme Court ruling in Glos-
sip v. Gross, which held that
condemned prisoners may only
challenge their method of execu-
tion after providing aknown and
available alternative method,
Justice Samuel Alito wrote for the
majority that “our decisions in this
area have been animated in part
by the recognition thatbecause
itis settled that capital punish-

ment is constitutional, ‘it neces-
sarily follows that there mustbe a
(constitutional) means of carrying
itout”

The cruel and unusual punish-
ment of Pike, following a horrific
run of botched executions, must
be a turning point. Facing the
reality of capital punishment as it
is carried out in 2026, we should
turn Alito’s logic on its head. If
there is no constitutional means
of carrying out the death penalty,
it fo?lxggvls ?hat the capital gunish-
ment tselfis unconstitutional.

Maya Foa is CEO of Reprieve and
Reprieve US, leading a team of
lawyers and investigators fighting
against human rights abuses,
including the death penalty,
torture and indefinite detention
without trial.

CPS can lead on universal mental health screening. Will it?

By Vanessa Andersen,
Chime Asonye,

Andrew Cockroft

and Brian Peckrill
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Tllinois educators are less
than a year away from undertak-
ing one of the most consequen-
tial mental health initiatives
in the world. This week, as we
mark World Mental Health Day,
Chicago should seize the oppor-
tunity to lead that effort.

We know when mental health
conditions begin: Nearly half of
all cases ;}:Fear before age 18,

hile a child is still sitting in one
of our classrooms. Right now, we
find these children late. Schools
are where we could find them
first.

Signed into law on July 31,
2025, Tllinois Senate Bill 1560
made the state the firstin
the nation to require univer-
sal mental health screenings,
or UMHS, for students. Start-
ing with the 2027-28 academic
year, every public and char-
ter school in Illinois must offer
these screenings for all students
in grades three through 12, for
which the state will prowde a
free screening tool.

Chicago Public Schools, the
nation’s third-largest district,
enrolls more than 300,000
children —1in 6 Illinois public
school students — and could play
adefiningrole in the success of
this groundbreaking initiative.

The past decade has brought
on varied traumas for Chicago’s
youths. Gun violence, COVID-19
and fear of immigration raids, to
name a few, have accelerated the
structural, socioeconomic causes
of psychosocial challenges.

Beyond increased self-harm
and suicide, youths are reporting
rising unhappiness and a shrink-
ing sense of belonging.

And despite the city’s grow-
ing mental health resources, the
most in-need residents are left
‘wanting. In Chicago, suicide rates
rose among Black, Latino and
Asian residents between 2015
and 2021 while falling among
white residents, researchers at
the University of Chicago found.
About 1in10 Black suicide deaths
wasachild or teenager.

Addressing this vulnerable

People walk past Chicago Public Schools headquarters at 42 W. Madison St. on July 30. JOHN J. KIM/TRIBUNE

population of youths in Chicago
begins with understanding and
prevention. We must identify
youths in crisis before it is too
late and provide them with the
resources they need.

Mayor Brandon Johnson made
mental health a cornerstone of
the Healthy Chicago 2025 Stra-
tegic Plan, which aims to close
the 8.8-year life expectancy
gap between Black and white
Chicagoans in one generation.
Together We Rise, CPS' five-year
strategic plan, highlights student
connectedness and well-be-
ing, emphasizing collaborative
approaches to assess student
needs, monitor intervention
progress and leverage commu-
nity partners for support.

Universal screening is one
way those plans become real-
ity. Done well, universal mental
health screenings will provide
the first population-level map of
where youth mental health needs
actually sit, letting the state and
municipalities direct resources
based on evidence rather than
assumption.

Early detection is also instru-
mental to addressing chronic
absenteeism, classroom miscon-

duct and student disconnected-
ness detrimental to any learning
environment.

Done badly, UMHS will fail to
fulfill their promise and become a
sorting mechanism — identifying
distress in schools ill equipped
to treat it — without connecting
adolescents to care.

‘While many Chicago schools
choose to screen students, they
are far from a majority. Schools
already routinely check phys-
ical health, such as exams for
children’s vision and hearing.
Universal screening extends that
same practice to the whole child.

As akey pillar of Gov. JB
Pritzker’s Children’s Behavioral
Health Transformation Initiative,
the state has spent significant
resources laying the groundwork
for UMHS. The Illinois State
Board of Education gathered data
on current practices and readi-
ness of school districts across the
state for the past several years,
published guidance and FAQs in
August, and announced plans to
provide a free screening tool for
districts.

CPS is far from leading on
'UMHS. It did not formally partic-
ipate in ISBE’s multiple inquiries

to assess school district capac-
ity for UMHS, and it has not yet
announced any public plans to
acton the new ISBE guidance.
These delays may be a natu-
ral consequence of a district
stretched too thin. Barring addi-
tional funds from Springfield,
CPS faces continued budget defi-
cits and staffing shortages into
the next school year. Administra-
tors may see Ul\/ﬂ{S as nothmg
more than an

now.

Asadvised in ISBE’s published
guidance, CPS must begin
engagement efforts now to
ensure that each of its schools are
aligned with staff to appropri-
ately administer screenings, that
parents’ concerns are heard and
discussed, that proper consent
mechanisms are installed
and that key stakeholders are
engaged.

By leading, CPS could use
UMHS to jump-start programs
to further ease everyday burdens
on administrators and sta
UMHS provides an oppo: rlumty
to pilot additional mental health

programs across schools, map
school-level studies, and work
with local providers to prepare
evaluation protocols and referral
pathways.

Chicagoans — parents and
youths alike — must demand a
plan from CPS. The school board
should require regular updates
onit. For candidates running to
join Chicago’s first fully elected
board this November, commit-
ting to those updates should be a

toﬁix;onty
0t 10 government inthe

world has a systematic way of
finding where its young people
are psychologically struggling.
Tllinois is about to, and Chicago
can serve as amodel for other
municipalities, states and coun-
tries.

‘What gets built here is what
the rest will copy. We should be a
beacon for a revolution in mental
health and under-

that merely adds to the myriad
crises Chicago schools face.
UMHS, however, isnot a
matter of “if” but “when.”
Universal screening will be the
law of the land beginning with
the 2027 school year. And it is
not another problem for Chicago
leaders to solve. It is a solution.
Chicago cannot waste this
opportunity to take advantage of
a cost-free tool provided by the
state that will equip teachers and
administrators and save the lives
of students. Despite the reduc-
tion in budget and staff, Chicago’s
emphasis on student well-being
and existing infrastructure posi-
tions CPS to lead on UMHS and
provide critical support to the
city’s youths —but only if it acts

standing.

Vanessa Andersen is a
sustainability commissioner for
the city of Park Ridge. Chime
Asonye founded Nigerian Mental
Health, a network advancing
mental health policy and
disability inclusion in Nigeria
and across its diaspora. Andrew
Cockroft is an attorney at King
& Spalding, where he advises
employers on government
investigations and workforce
compliance. Brian Peckrill is
executive director of the Chicago-
based William G. McGowan
Charitable Fund. The authors
are 2026 emerging leaders at

the Chicago Council on Global
Affairs.
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Federal labor bill could force social
agendas into private school contracts

By Mailee Smith
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

llinois could soon be ground
zero for government-mandated
arbitrators dictating provisions in
private school union contracts.

That could include provisions
governinglocker rooms, keeping
secrets from parents and other
social issues that have little to do
with traditional bargaining.

The Faster Labor Contracts Act
(FLCA) would make that possi-
ble. The bill is supposed to speed
up the negotiating process with
newly unionized private employ-
ers. Butif the employer and
union don’t bargain and agree
fast enough, an arbitration panel
could write the contract and
make them binding on the parties
— even if the workers themselves
don’t want those provisions in the
contract.

That’s bad news for private
schools, which could be forced
into provisions antithetical to
their purposes. If the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT)
organizes a private school, and
contract talks stall, a federal
arbitrator would write the first
contract.

Nothing stops that arbitra-
tor from drawing on the union’s
own Stated prlont.les or llDan
contracts elsewhere, including
provisions related to an array of
social issues.

1llinois offers a preview of
how that could look. The AFT’s
Chicago affiliate, the Chicago
Teachers Union, already uses

Asign for an all-gender restroom is posted at LaSalle Elementary Language Academy on Dec. 14, 2021, in Chicago. ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

4

collectiveb to pursue an
agenda that extends well beyond
traditional questions of wages,
hours and benefits.

The union’s current contract
with Chicago Public Schools
includes multiple provisions
affecting parental rights and
student gender identity that are
unrelated to traditional subjects
of bargaining.

For example, the contract
mandates that “all students and
staff are permitted to use the
bathroom or locker room that
corresponds to their gender
identity” There are no caveats or

The contract also allows
the district to hide students’
preferred gender identity from
parents.

Itstates the district must
“respect students’ privacy,
especially if parents or family
members do not know how

identify or express their
identity.” Teachers “will not be
required to reveal astudent’s
sexual orientation or gender
identity” to guardians or parents
“without the student’s permis-
sion.”

The CTU isn’t secretive about
demanding these subjects, either.
After its 2012 strike ended,
“union leaders planned town
halls in other cities across the
country, in New York and Cleve-
land, San Francisco and Tampa,
to spread the new gospel” of
putting “things on the table that
hadn’t been on the table before,”
asreported in a Vox article CTU
displays on its website.

‘Whatever one thinks of these
provisions, the problem raised by
the FLCA is more fundamental.

‘Who should decide whether
they belong in a private school’s
labor contract — the union and
employer through negotiations,

Tin 1

or arbitrators that are t-
able tono one?

And private schools are not
merely hypothetical targets. CTU
already has organized char-
ter schools, which are treated
as private-sector entities under
federal labor law.

In 2018, then-CTU President
Jesse Sharkey explicitly admit-
ted his motivation to “under-
mine further charter expansion,”
including through the unionizing
and merging of charter schools
into the CTU. Later that year, the
CTU employed its go-to tactic
by leading a charter network’s
teachers out on strike, marking
the first charter school strike
in the nation and forcing the
cancellation of classes for the
7,000 students in the network’s 15
schools.

By 2024, that network’s admin-
istrators announced plans to
close seven of its 15 schools,

citingd and
significant operating costs. The
CTU’s ultimate goal came to frui-
tion: Organize charters, drive up
costs to force closure and then
absorb them back into the public
school system as traditional
public schools.

A union that organizes employ-
ees with the intent of ultimately
closing their schools also is capa-
ble of organizing a private school
with the intent of introducing
drastic contract provisions, espe-
cially when those provisions
already have been demanded in
its other contracts.

The FLCA would give teach-
ers unions an additional tool in
their arsenal against anything
that isn’t a traditional public
school. The question no longer
would be simply what provisions
aunion can persuade a school to
accept, but what provisions an
outside arbitration panel could

compel it to accept. If school
officials at a newly organized
private school don’t agree to the
social or “climate justice” provi-
sions demanded by the union, the
union would have carte blanche
to demand mediation that ulti-
mately could lead to third-party
arbitrators creating a binding
contract that could include those
very provisions.

The FLCA cleared the U.S.
House of Representatives in
June and is now pending in the
Senate. Lawmakers may see the
bill as a way to deliver faster
labor contracts. But for private
and charter schools, it could
instead mean faster exploitation
by teachers unions seeking to
impose their broader agenda at
the bargaining table.

Mailee Smith is vice president
of policy and litigation for the
Illinois Policy Institute.

Voice of the people

Strengthen crisis response

Chicago’s Crisis Assistance
Response & Engagement Program
(CARE), once a promising model
for coordinating public health
and safety in response to mental
health crises, has been reduced
toasiloed and opaque exis-
tence. Around the country, other
cities are deploying coordinated
responses to mental health emer-
gencies with collaboration and
(ransparency.

InDurham, North Carolina,
crisis teams have responded to
over 25,000 calls since 2022. Ina
jarring contrast, Chicago’s CARE
teams have responded to fewer
than 3,000 calls in about as much
time. Yet recent rhetoric from
City Hall characterizes CARE asa
success.

It'snot. Butitcanbe.

First, the city must build capac-
ity at 911 to better assess an
identify behavioral health calls.
Chicago’s 911 identifies fewer
than 2% of calls as involving a
mental health or substance use
crisis, significantly below what
national studies suggest. If we
cannot identify the callers who are
experiencing behavioral health
emergencies, we cannot deliver an
alternate response such as CARE.

Second, the public needs trans-
parent and accessible safety data,
including CARE’s response statis-
tics, to understand whether the
program is operating as intended.
Atone point, CARE had a public
dashboard, but it was removed.

Third, building capacity that
adds behavioral health respond-
ers to our traditional emergency
response options is essential to
reimagining crisis response so
we reduce harm and save lives.
Our Fire and Police Departments
remain the primary responders
tocrisis calls in Chicago, in part
because of the ibilities

People tour the Crisis Assistance Response & Engagement van outside
the Roseland East 115th Street Health Hub on Jan. 8, 2025, in Chicago.
STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Lastly, CARE should notbe
treated as a stand-alone program,
butas a critical component of
Chicago’s broader mental health
and crisis response system. Any
investment in CARE is amplified
whenitisbraided into the larger
crisis continuum and alongside
988 and federally and state funded
mobile crisis teams.

CAREisasorely needed service
and a worthwhile endeavor. But
our city’s approach to mental
health crises remains anemic
and insufficient, and thousands
of people remain without the
right response. More vans and
increased hours are not gomgto
solve the fu

Dorval Carter Jr. (NITA now
oversees the CTA, Metra and
Pace.)

Five and a halfyears before
he took over the CTA, Carter
retired from city 1

retired.

As the NITA board kicks off
awide-reaching search fora
permanent executive director, T
recommend someone who isn’t
already receiving a six-figure
pension at the end of a multide-
cade career.

This critical leadership posi-
tion, like Carter’s position at the
CTA before the creation of NITA,
shouldn’tbe a cushy seat for a
celebrated civil servant to have
their ring kissed in the twilight of
their civic life.

The permanent leader of this
newly created agency should be
someone with enough experi-
ence, yes, but with the hunger
and career runway to build a
legacy: a world-class agency
serving the people of northern
Illinois, a model for other large

metros.
— Chris Curme, Chicago

Demand for luxury rentals?
Regarding the story “Demand

high for downtown luxury rent-

als” (Oct.5), hing is wrong

During that time, he received
over $750,000 in pension payouts
‘while earning six figures work-
ing full time in then-President
Barack Obama’s Transportation

here. Very wrong! Our farm-
ers cannot afford gas to fill their
tractors so they can grow the
food for all of us. The ill cannot
afford insurance that may save

Allof theneeded i lmpruvemens
are withinreach, and if integrated,
Chicago can truly reimagine how
we respond to people experienc-
ing crisis.

— Matt Davison, CEO, NAMI
Chicago

leader for NITA

placed upon them by law and
regulation. Given this, increased
collaboration and support of those
personnel is necessary. The goal
should be not to replace those
responders, but to make sure they
have the necessary capacity and
training and that CARE is avail-
able alongs:de them.

Interim Northern Illinois
Transit Authority Executive
Director Jamie Rhee will receive
an annual pension of more than
$213,000 while earning $350,000
torun NITA, it was reported.

They say history doesn’t repeat
itself, but it rhymes. It’s hard not
to think of former CTA President

Department. theirlives. The schools for our
Carter returned to the CTA beloved children are disintegrat-
in2015, and his final retirement  ingand failing their bright futures,
came in January 2025. Heleftas ~ which eachand every one ofthem
the city’s highest paid empl deserves. , demand for
With Carter off the payroll, R.hee luxury rentals is hlgh?
became the city’s highest paid Something is very wrong here,
1 Three months later, folks. I implore you to take a stand
she retired. to change this by voting. Will you
Carter became notably embat-  stand by our farmers, our sickand
tled inhis final years at the CTA.  our precious children? Vote. Vote.

Two particularly salient lines of
attack were that Carter didn’t use
the CTA and spent more time on
international tours than in CTA
stations while service suffered.
It’s unfair to judge Rhee
because she’s retired. She served
the city of Chicago for over
three decades, has an impres-
sive resume and seems like a very
strong fit for the interim role.
However, it does seem fair for
northern Illinois transit users
and taxpayers to ask for a perma-
nent leader who isn’t already

Vote.

Only then will change come and
those now invisible be recognized.
— Bonnie Smith, Big Rock

Grateful for the broadcast
‘Wow! Thank you to
UniMas-Ch. 60 for broadcasting

the White Sox and the Cleveland
Guardians. Nice that somebody
cares about Chicagoans who do
not have — or cannot afford —
cable or streaming services.

— Arlene F. Gottardo, Chicago

Let us enjoy the Sox

On Oct. 5,1921, the World Series
went out live on the radio for
the first time, featuring the New
York Giants versus the New York
Yankees at the Polo Grounds. Fans
without a ticket could follow the
game as ithappened. Did team
owners or the Polo Grounds lose
any money because of this gesture
to the national pastime? Doubt-
ful. Rather, interest in baseball
burgeoned.

Today, with the White Sox
doingso well, fans are casting
about for ways to follow the game
without busting the budget as
access is proprietary. You need
the right equipment and the right
streaming subscription to watch
or hear the action on the field.
Aren’t those owners wealthy
enough to throw a bone to the
future fanbase they may need in
years to come?

Even offering it on public radio
would leave rural people out,
since many small public radio
stations have had to fold. If the
game is the national pastime,
there has to be a way tolet the
nation enjoy it.

— Margaret Sents, Glenview

Note to readers

‘With Halloween coming,
‘we'd like you to share your most
memorable experience related
to the holiday, either as a child
oras an adult. A costume that
you've never forgotten? A trip to
ahaunted house that scared you
silly? Neighbors who went above
and beyond to make things fun for
thekids? Send aletter, of no more
than 400 words, by Friday, Oct. 23
tol ibune.com.

the first game in the American
League Division Series between

Be sure to include your full name
and your city/town.

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/ letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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This is one map
Trump can't redraw

‘Trump has dismissed the trade relation-

Mexico is Mary Beth Sheridan ship, claiming that Mexico produces
banking on its nothing the United States needs: “1
ng. v mean, hot tamales, tomatoes, a couple
competitive of things.”
advantages This essay is part of “The New World The numbers, as they often do with
and indispen- Disorder”aseries expl tell adifferent
sability t p;] gration of the postwar mlemauomzl story. Mexico surpassed Canada as the
ility to the United States’ biggest trade partner in
U.S. economy  asAmerica steps aside. 2024, and its lead over that country and
y
to withstand China, ranked third, has only continued
5 . 10 grow. America’s
Trumps tariff  yspez mexico pectedthe build-out, Mexico's
paign. artificial i i i of goods to the United States surged by

appear here, on the edge of the Me)ncan
city of Juarez, across from a patch of
tiny homes where Roger Vilchis sells
Tostitos and Coca-Cola from a roadside
stand. His neighborhood is all dust and

16 percent year-on-year in the first
sevenmonths 0f 2026 — toarecord of
nearly $359 billion. The burgeoning
ver industry has b
bol of Mr. Trump’

prior-

heat, withdogs sleepmg in r.hedm ities: to establish U.S. dominance i in
roads and artificial intelli but al in
through the air. Asign on a chain-link trade deficits.

fence warns: “Itis prohibited to throw
garbage or dead animals here.”

So when a long white building started
rising a few yearsagoonatract of land
the size of several football fields, Mr.
Vilchis, 25, figured it might be a shop-
ping center. It turned out to be a factory
—and not just any factory. To the aston-
ishment of the neighbors, me plant
belonged to Inventec,a

ITRAVELED TOJUAREZ in August to under-
stand how Mexico and other middle
powers are adapting to this more cha-

i g v

— and navigating these contradictions.
Some governments have won reprieves
from harsh U.S. tariffs by increasing
investment in the United States — in
L y =

giant

with over $20 billion a year in sal
makes servers for artificial i

for p andtech

No AL backlash in this blue-collar
barrio: “We saw it as good,” Mr. Vilchis
told me. “We realized there will be more
work."

The Inventec facility, one of several
new server factoriesin this desert
valley bordering Texas, is a looming
testament to how Mexico is surviving —
and even challenging — the Trump
administration’s escalating assault on
free trade. Atamoment when the post-

‘World War 11 global trade architecture
)sleekenng. Mexu:o istesting the notion
that the U

— or further opening
their markets to American goods. Sev-
eral have agreed to other U.S. demands
inakind of quid pro quo; Mexico, for
example, is subjecting foreign invest-
ment to an enhanced national-security
review and ramping up cooperation
against drug cartels.

But such concessions don't tell the
whole story. The president’s effort to
use tariffs to steer manufacturing back
tothe United States can only go sofar;
some economic paradigms are so en-
trenched that even Mr. Trump will have
ahard time reversing them.

Nowhereis that clearer thanin
Judrez.

Decades ago, Juarez — just across
the Rio Grande from El Paso, Texas —
was known for its cotton fields and
quickie-divorce industry (Elizabeth
‘Taylor and Marilyn Monroe were
among those who untied the knot here).
Its transformation into an industrial
powerhouse began in the 1960s, when
the Mexican government created the
“border industrialization” program, a
scheme that allowed export-oriented
assembly plams or maqulladaras. to

aJung the Mexlcan border. By the late
1990s, when I began to visit Juarezas a
reporter, the North American Free
Trade Agreement, or NAFTA, had
sparked an explosion of factories. Today
the city is a sort of shop floor for Ameri-
canindustry.

ment had zealously protected its fledg-
ling industrial sector, walling off im-
ports with high tariffs and limiting
foreigninvestment. But the result was
inefficient, uncompetitive firms. By the
19905, Mexico was desperate for eco-

Mr. Trump has mad ofhis
disdain for NAFTA whu:h he has called

thand foreign capital.
‘When NAFTA took effect in 1994, “the

“the worst trad
signed anywhere Thmughnut his first

gate: " Mr. Ochoa recalled.
Mexican stores were bursting with

market and a vast pool of workers who
often eamed lessthan $2an hour. If the
many of their

FAOTOXGHUANIES Y INGHSD LEYVA FUR THE NEW YORK TIVES,

Then came a bloody drug war starting in
thelate 2000s. Still, Juérez persnsted

acomplex

employees did not. In the United States,
millions of American factory jobs van-

manufaclunng infrastructure.,
And bilateral trade continued to grow.

ished —adrop that
attribute more to automation and the
China shock than NAFTA, but one that
nonetheless caused deep painin the
Rust Belt and ultimately catalyzed
support for Mr. Trump. In Mexico,

Ameri Ty on

berries and avocados that are the fruits
of Mexico's longer gmwmg season,
whil with

Above, freight
containers along
the U.S.-Mexico
border at Judrez,
Mexico; left,
entering El Paso,
Texas, at the
Paso del Norte

their more advanced technology and
colossal farms, became the suppliers of

term, treaty cheap TV Levi'sje
to NAFTAknownas lhe USM.CA, i i
whichincluded rules that were more rushed in to dojoint ventures. Mr.

for U.S. among
other things. This term, he has refused
tojoin Mexico and Canada ininkinga
16-3 -year renewal of the U.S.M. C.A. opt-
ing todelay hy
tougher terms.

iclogic

Ochoahelped OfficeMax set upiits
Mexican franchises. Home Depot and
Costco stores sprouted around the
country; Walmart became one of Mexi-
co's biggest employers.

ung up to -
ers pouring into the industrial boom-

mum: and

halfthe in Mexico. Car
parts zipped back and forth from Mexico
to America to Canada in a three-country

women.
The NAFTA border frenzy didn't last.
China joined the World Trade Organiza-
tion m 2001, oﬁerlngan even lower-cost
dd g tens of thou-

NAFTA oﬁered U.S. companies ac-

all of its own. Unwinding U.S.-Mexica
supply chams “wauld have amonumen-
I cost,” Luis de

decouple from the rest of the world.
While “free trade isno longer the
reality we are living," as Mexico's econ-
omy secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, put it
recently, Mexico and other middle
powers are banking on their competi-

laCalle,a tarmer Mexlcan trade negoti-
ator, told me. Many U.S. businesses —
from A.1. data centers that get their
servers from Juarez to lowa farms
exporting chicken feed —now rely on
Mexnoo‘ as asupplier or customer. For

that trade has

to
the U.S. economy to withstand the
'l‘rump admlmstrauon 's tariff cam-

kept prices in check on strawberries,
compact cars, pacemakers and count-

paign.As
mlo dnmmaung the gluhal AL marke(

lessother . With U.S. inflation
stuck above 3 percen( and the cost of

the p only has so
|mportam suppller for Amenca's aruﬁ- mud| room to maneuver — whatever
cial g more afortress economy.
than one-third of the Umled S(ales Indeed, Mr. Trump’s efforts toimpose
imported computer servers. 25 percent tariffs on Mexico's and Cana-

This growth has accelerated despite
President Trump's best efforts tore-
place America's longtime free-trade

On July 24, after the Supreme Court
struck down the president’s “Liberation
Day" tariffs, the administration intro-
duced fresh tariffs on goods from more
than 80 countries, citing an obscure law
against unfair trade practices. Amonth

da's exports to the U.S. in March 2025
‘were met with an outcry from U.S.
industry and a dropin the stock market.
Days later, the White House changedits
mind, exempting products that comply
with U.S.M.C.Arules — accounting for
about four-fifths of Mexico’s exports to
the United States.

“Reality," as Mr. de la Calle said, “will
end up winning”

fathers,

later, Mr. Trump imposed 50 percem

tariffs on an array of Canadi ts, M

which took effect after global. Hei of Ji

tions collapsed. a64-year-old with salt-and-pepper hair

Inallof these moves, Mr. Trump has
broken sharply with a U.S. policy con-
sensus dating back to Lhe post-World
War Ilera: that i

and abanker’s neat attire. His officeisa
hushed, wood-paneled sanctuary just
offa noisy slx‘lane highway lined by tire
hop: burrito st

tsto tariffs ps hand

stability. To Mr. Thlmp. fmelrade isnot
atide lifting all boats; it is more like a
hurricane, crashing into domestic
manufacturing and killing jobs. Since he
took office, average U.S. tariffs on im-
ported goods have more than quadru-
pled, from 2.1 percent to almost 10 per-
cent, according to the independent Tax
Policy Center.

Mexico has not been exempt, endur-
ing new tariffs on its cars, steel and
aluminum — all critical exports. Mr.

Suchis Judrez.

Mr. Ochoaarrived in the border city
in 1992, a Mexican rancher’s son who
had made his way to Harvard Law
School. Afew years earlier, Mexico had
joined the General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade, a rules-based system
promoted by the U.S. government after
‘World War 11 to lower tariffs and rebuild
the global economy. (It would later
evolve into the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

Since the 1940s, the Mexican govern-

cessto i -2

sands of factory jobs away from Mexico.

ly of vehicles. In 2020, a startled
Pentagon had to appeal to Mexicoto
open factories that were closed during
the pandemic, and help the U.S. main-
tain critical supply chains for its defense
contractors.

‘Thousands of white buses now rumble
through Juérez each day, delivering
workers to factories. Scores of major
international firms operate big factories,
and smaller manufacturers can now
open plants in a matter of weeks, thanks
to the system of so-called shelter compa-
nies that provide a vast array of services
— leasing factory space, hiring employ-
ees, handling import-export permits,
and even stamping out thousands of
tortillas for hungry workers.

“Geography is destiny,” said Mr.
Ochoa. The trade momentum, he said,
isn'tdetermined solely by the terms of
the next agreement. “It’s driven by the
needs of the U.S. market.”

IF JUAREZ'S RISE WAS POWERED by Ameri-
can corporations, the current boom
belongs to the Taiwanese. As trade
tensions have mounted between the
United States and China, a wave of
companies have “near-shored” factories
reliant on lower-cost labor from Asiato
Mexico. Today, four of Taiwan's manu-
facturing giants — Foxconn, Inventec,
Wistron and Pegatron — have opera-
tions in Judrez.

Initially, this so-called Taiwanese
cluster pumped out goods like iPhones
and Dell computers. Butin the last few
years, the factories have pivoted, amid
exploding demand for technology for
artificial intelligence and cloud comput-
ing. According tolocal officials and
current and former employees, and
confirmed by the state government, the
companies now make the servers that
fill the data centers of Google, Amazon,
Microsoft and other companies, taking
advantage of duty-free entry tothe U.S.
market under the U.S.M.C.A. Last year,
computing technology became Mexico’s
largest export. So far, Mr. Trump has
refrained from imposing tariffs on those
goods, given the economic and strategic
importance of A.L (Or, as he recently
branded it: “superintelligence.”)
SHERIDAN, PAGE 14

bridge in Judrez;
below, the re-
cently built
Centinela Tower,
ahub for A.L-
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Israel has changed.

Why hasn't AIPAC?

Eric Alterman

serving of generous American finan-

cial, military and diplomatic support.
For the United States, that support

cnuld be expected to pay smnegu:

AL is lying to you.
Here’s how to fight back.

Anthony Vinci

A.L hastosay about them by manipulat-
ing content to be picked up by A.I. mod-
els.

From resisting foreign influence

tosafely

For months, a foreign agent has been
cultivating some of the most powerful
figures in the United States in hopes of
turning them into unwitting allies. Tar-
geting their weak spots, the foreign
agent is feeding them hour after hour of
falsehoods. Already the would-be prox-
iesare passing on the foreign propagan-
dato tens of millions of their followe:s
1f

like a

domestic politics, to understanding
rapidly developing marketing tech-
niques, we all need to start thinking like
spies.

Social media has long-used algo-
rithms to make propaganda more effec-
tive. Studies by the Network Contagion
Research Institute at Rutgers Univer-
slty have showed that the amount of
on TikTok correlates with

another century — Lhmk K. G.B oﬁlcers
swayin

in London or New York —it’s ac!ually
worse. The spy runner is a Russia-
backed network called Portal Kombat
that operates hundreds of websites to
spread disinformation. The powerful
figuresit’ 's seeking to mﬂuence" Artifi-
cial nl

models such as ChatGPT, Grok and
Gemini.

more benevolent views of Chinese
human nghls. What‘s new about. A L ns
its per
cani you f
beliefand desue and create content
tailored to persuade you, inreal time.
That used to take teams of well-paid
people weeks to do. Now, bad actors can
doitin seconds at little cost.

The Chinese company GoLaxy has
already advertised such an integrated,

Portal Kombat's goal is to infl A.l-driven ystem. Re-
these models so that they will 1! Vanderbilt Uni' i
ng usersinre- analyzed leaked h
sponse to queslmns Ponal Kombat that GoLaxy used A.I. to mine user
from social media, create

hund.reds of mdependem wehsites in
dozens of languages in 2024 accordmg

psychological profiles, develop person-
alized content and then engage users in

to NewsGuard that
tracks online disinformation. News-
Guard researchers systematically
tested A.L chat systems and found that
Portal Kombat propaganda was regu-

political

opinions. GoLaxy used thi ility in

In December 2018, Representative
Nancy Pelosi made a pledge to a large-
ly Jewish audience: If the U.S. Capitol
“crumbled to the ground, the one thing
that would remain is our commitment
to our aid — and I don't even call it aid
— our cooperation — with Israel.
That's fundamental.” That commitment
apparently faltered in mid-July, when
Ms. Pelosi voted with over a hundred
of her colleagues to slash U.S. aid to
the Jewish state.

Unconditional support for Israel was
once as common in Congress as the
flag pin on a senator’s lapel, largely
thanks to the bipartisan efforts of the
American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee. Today, in the aftermath of Is-
rael's bloody war on Gaza, launched in
reaction to Hamas's brutal attacks on
Oct. 7, 2023, Israel has reached near-
pariah status globally and domesti-
cally. “The condemnation of what Bibi
Netanyahu is doing is almost univer-
sal” within the Democratic Party, Cali-
fornia Governor Gavin Newsom told
PBS News in September, speaking of
Israel's actions in Gaza, Lebanon and
the West Bank. Furthermore, he said,
rhese days the party has a preuy

rnaney from AIPAC”

THE AGE OF AIPAC'S unmatched political
power and influence is at an end. Re-
jection may be the most bipartisan act
the group inspires. In the U.S. Senate
race in Michigan, allies of the Republi-
can candidate Mike Rogers reportedly
asked AIPAC not to advertise on his
behalf. AIPAC and affiliated groups
invested nearly $30 million in advertis-
ing during the summer’s Democratic

ies to help ive Ha-

2020 in Hong Kong and again ahead of
‘Taiwan's 2024 election, likely at the
behest of the Chinese government.

ley Stevens in her bid for the Senate
nomination in Michigan. During that
race, her opponent Dr. Abdul El-Sayed
bragged, “AIPAC has called me the

larly provided to (Gloll:axy del:nes ithas done elecunn-

users. related worl
m‘ﬁ age of Largelanguage  profiles or deployed bots.)

" modelinfluence Further afield, Reporters Without

we all need operationsarejust  Bordersshowed that the Chinese A.L
to use the tools e way that Ameri- model Qwen advanced the Communist
of counter- ca'sadversariesare  Party line on Uyghur internment
espionage to using AL totryto camps, calling them “edumu'on and
find the truth. steer its politics. i ini d sayi

Chinadi AL them were “baseless

platforms to push speculauon"despne exlensnve inde-

false claims about pendent repor wise. cent

the treatment of Uyghurs and to censor
dissent and criticism of the Chinese
Communist Party. Russiais using A.L to

single most in
this race." Dr. El-Sayed, of course, won.
Despite the profound transformation
in how the world sees AIPAC’s sole
client, and its increasing marginaliza-
tion in American politics, the group not
only hasn't acknowledged the change,
but it operates as though Israel were
as popular as it was in 1991, when the
Jewish state enjoyed a nearly 80 per-

Another propaganda house, Copy-
Cop, uses A I to create seemingly real
local joumansm sites inan effort to

rating among Ameri-
cans. According to a 2026 NBC News
poll, just 32 percent of American voters
now view Israel positively; among

news n
Americans against democracy and
Western alliances. Like many, these
adversaries use A.L tocreate fake writ-
ten, audio or video content that is nearly
indistinguishable from the real thing.
‘The greatest danger, though, isn't
A.Ls ability tolie. It’s the ability to per-
suade. These new agents of influence
areless like a

Amer
Moscow‘s aims. CopyCop publlshes its
articles on seemingly authentic web-
sites such as The Boston Times and
mimics the branding of existing major
news sites like The San Francisco
Chronicle, according to the cyberre-
search firm Recorded Future. The
French governmem has linked Copy-

Cop, Storm-1516, and one
pamphlet — static and lifel d of i an ican who was
like aliving fiit on sheriffin Palm Beach

asl usedtob&A_Lngemstrymmanipu»
late us through sustained engagement.
And unlike the K.G.B!s espionage mach-
inations during the Cold War, which
focused on recruiting powerful individu-
als, today's A.1. influence operators are
trying to persuade all of us.

To fight back, people need to learn the
counterspy techniques of C.LA. officers:
using multiple sources to check informa-
tion; testing those sources regularly for

County, Fla., John Mark Dougan, who
now lives in Moscow, to the Russian
intelligence agency G.R.U.

In June, OpenAl presented evidence
that their ChatGPT model was likely
used by China to create covert propa-
ganda messages about data center
construction. The “Data Center Band-
wagon” campaign used OpenAl's mod-

s i d

images on issues like electricity costs,

ity; never
and trusting one source without think-

ing.
Learning those tools has broader
benefits. We are all asking ourselves:
How do I believe anything in a world of
A.L? Foreignactors may be in the van-
guard of this new era of disi jon,

which hen posted to Xinan ap-
parent attempt by China to handicap
American A.I. ambitions.

that number falls to just 13
percem.

‘What’s more, Israel has lost even
many American Jews. According to a
2025 Washington Post poll, 61 percent
of American Jews said they believe
Israel committed war crimes in Gaza
and some 40 percent believe Israel has
committed genocide. Another recent
poll found nearly half of American
Jews under the age of 35 believing that
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should
be solved by creating a single, bina-
tional state, an idea considered to be
fringe since the Palestinian American
scholar Edward Said advocated it in
1999,

Support for Israel is now a millstone
around the neck of Democratic poli-
ticians and a source of profound inner
conflict for American Jews who seek to
balance their Zionism with their liber-
alism. Many of the Jews who continue
to define their identities via their sup-
port for Israel are, today, most likely
calculating the cost of nursmg homes.

d

It works. A recent study in the
tific journal Nature showed that A.L.
dxalngue is mughly four times as per-

an Younger
Jews, like most young Americans of
vmually all religions and ethnicities,

ads,
Over time, i i ffi have

but it’s spreading at home, too, and fast.
Already, politicians are changing what

developed tools and techniques for
VINCI, PAGE 14
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express negative views
about the Jewnsh state.

The question facing AIPAC is not
simply whether it can find a way to
adjust to this new political world but,
more fundamentally, whether it can
even see the changes demanded by
these new circumstances?

AIPAC WAS FOUNDED by L.L. “Si” Kenen, a
former lobbyist for the Israeli foreign
ministry, in the wake of a 1953 Israeli
military massacre of 69 Palestinians in
a village called Qibya. Mr. Kenen sug-
gested to friends and colleagues that
they create a new organization, ini-
tially called the American Zionist
Committee for Public Affairs, to make
Israel’s case whenever circumstances
made it necessary. The U.S. State
Department consistently tried to pres-
sure Israel to take a more generous
attitude toward the roughly 750,000
Palestinians it had expelled before and
during its war of independence — what
Palestinians call the Nakba, or “catas-
trophe”— but were stymied in part by
the political opposition AIPAC’s prede-
cessor helped engender.

AIPAC’s goal in those early years
was to promote the interests of an
Israel then understood to be a young
and scrappy David surrounded by a
Goliath of hostile Arab nations. Its
message was straightforward and
bipartisan: As a democracy in the
Middle East, Israel was morally de-

, both in the region, where
America wuuld gain a reliable ally, and
in domestic politics, where Israel was
extremely popular with voters, pretty
much regardiess of religion. By 1963,
Senator J. William Fulbright, then the
chair of the powerful Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, called AIPAC
“the most powerful and efficient for-
eign policy lobby in American politics
In the early 1980s, AIPAC's executive
director Thomas Dine, a former aide to
Ted Kennedy, set out to expand the

also began to embrace the support of
far-right Christian Zionists. At a public
interview in 2021, Ron Dermer, a for-
mer Israeli ambassador to the U.S. and
a close ally of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, said “the back-
bone of Israel’s support in the United
States is the evangelical Christians™
rather than American Jews, who he
said were “disproportionately among
[Israel's] critics.” AIPAC followed suit.

THE SPECIFIC CHALLENGES the organiza-
tion faces today can be traced to Mr.
Netanyahu's decision to appear before
Congress in March 2015 at the invi-
tation of Representative John Boehner,

lobby into a coast-t
comparable to the National Rifle Asso-
ciation or the AARP, with a national

membership made up of wealthy fund-
ers as well as American Jews who
increasingly defined their religious and
political identities through support for
Israel. Both groups could be relied
upon to call, write and, if necessary,

then the speaker of the

House. In an unusual move for a for-
eign ally, Mr. Netanyahu publicly

$2.3 million into a New Jersey special
primary election to try to defeat for-
mer Representative Tom Malinowski
for what it saw as his wobbly support
for Israel. Mr. Malinowski lost — but
not to the more pro-Israel candidate.
He was ousted by a candidate to his
left: Analilia Mejia, a former aide to
Bernie Sanders who has indicated she
believes that Israel's actions in Gaza
amount to genocide.

In Illinois, AIPAC-aligned super
PACs invested more than $5 million in
an effort to thwart Daniel Biss in his
Democratic primary race for Congress
in Illinois. Mr. Biss is the grandson of
Holocaust survivors, and his mother is
Israeli — but he supports limiting arms
sales to Israel and recognizing a Pales-
tinian state. When Mr. Biss won his

aligned himself with the Republican
Party’s attempts to undermine Presi-
dent Obama, a Democrat and a leader
who happened to be supported by a
majority of American Jews. In his
address, Mr. Netanyahu denounced the

race, he boasted about his willingness
to call "AIPAC out clearly and repeat-
edly”

Even establishment Democrats such
as Cory Booker and Ruben Gallego
have sworn off AIPAC money, no doubl

threaten senators and
Relying on a mix of the extremely
wealthy and the extremely committed,
Mr. Dine increased AIPAC’s annual
budget to 815 million from some $1.7
million. By the end of the century, it
was $50 million, with nine regional
offices and 10 satellite offices. At the
same time, U.S. public spending on
military aid to Israel roughly doubled.
AIPAC also began to woo candidates
and congressional staff and provided
each with language for legislation and
talking points. It funded luxury junkets
and met freqy
with reporters and

There &= editors to try to
5 shape the narratives
©OP] about Israel and the
for the group  Middle East that
to play a reached the public.
positive and Rabbis were offered
honest role ready-to-use pro-
in American Israel sermons.
e Still, for many
polifics. years, AIPAC did not
endorse specific

candidates or dis-
pense funds directly to them. Instead, it
merely made sure that certain candi-
dates it approved of, from either party,
were well-funded, and that those it did
not were not.

AIPACs role started to shift in 1993
with the resignation of Mr. Dine and his
replacement by a more conservative
set of board members and top execu-
tives. When former Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin attempted to make
peace with the Palestinians in the early
1990s, AIPAC only grudgingly sup-
ported the cause. While its leaders did
not openly undermine the
process, they did independently lobby
for legislation that complicated the
negotiations, such as a bill calling on
the Clinton administration to move the
American embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem.

After the 1995 assassination of Rabin
and the subsequent collapse of the
peace process, AIPAC resumed its
steady march rightward. The lobby

Obama

efforts toward the nuclear disarma-
ment in Iran, better known as the Iran
deal. AIPAC and an affiliate spent
nearly $30 million on a failed campaign
to prevent the deal’s passage.

AIPAC’s increasing identification
with both the methods and the goals of
the Republican Party has become ever
more evident over the past decade. In

ad

that public
the lobby these days can turn a mm
paign radioactive. Many Democrats
who support Israel feel compelled to
resist Mr. Netanyahu and publicly
criticize his government’s behavior —
and to vocally and unequivocally reject
the lobby’s support. AIPAC's influence
in future Democratic Party politics will
likely be limited to the role of either

early 2020, it p a

accusmg rad:cals in the Democratic
Party” of “pushing their antisemitic
and anti-Israel policies down the
throats of the American people.”

AIPAC'S ANNUAL CONFERENCE was once a
way station for all presidential hope-
fuls, but in 2019 Senators Elizabeth
Warren and Kamala Harris, as well as
former Representative Beto O'Rourke,
among others, all declined to attend, a
decision that would have been hard to
imagine just four years earlier.

In December 2021, AIPAC created a
super PAC that also swung right. The
group immediately amassed an enor-
mous war chest and announced en-
dorsements of over a hundred Republi-
cans, many of whom had voted against
certifying the results of the 2020 presi-
dential election. By 2022, its high-
profile donors included conservative
Republican billionaires such as the
Home Depot founder Bernie Marcus
and the hedge fund manager Paul
Singer.

Using right-wing Republican money
to defeat liberal candidates in Demo-
cratic primaries exposed AIPAC to
considerable anger on the part of
progressives, and further alienated the
lobby from the mainstream opinions of
American Jews. This was especially
true of young American Jews whose
views of Israel had been shaped by an
ever more ion of the

or secret spoiler.

By snckmg to its long-held, inflexi-
ble, “Israel right or wrong” line and
allying itself with a party whose views
on race, immigration, economics —
and, these days, democracy — are
anathema to most American Jews,
AIPAC has effectively forfeited the role
it enjoyed in the days when Israel was
a genuinely bipartisan cause. As Amer-
ica heads into the midterms, it is clear
the lobby has all but lost the Demo-
crats and may be skating on ever
thinner ice with Republicans as well.

an opportunity for AIPAC to play a
positive and, no less important, honest
role in American palitics.

While no doubt a traditional flavor of
antisemitism occasionally attaches to
pro-Palestinian arguments on the left,
more recently it has been the right’s
increasing tolerance of widespread
antisemitism among its most influen-
tial voices — from Tucker Carlson to
Candace Owens to Nick Fuentes —
that has morphed into a particularly
fervent form of anti-Zionism. MAGA
anger over Iran (and Israel's role in
the war) has hardened that space.

Were AIPAC to commit itself to the
battle against this fusion of old-fash-
ioned right-wing antisemitism with its
new, virulent anti-Zionism, it could
serve the interests of Israel, American
Jews and the United States simulta-
neously. It might also rescue its own

West Bank and Gaza well before Oct. 7,
and the mass killing of Palestinians
that followed in its wake.

As a result, the group's electoral
strategy has begun to backfire. In
February, AIPAC’s super PAC dropped

in the process.

ERIC ALTERMAN is a CUNY distinguished
professor at Brooklyn College and the
author, most recently, of “We Are Not
One: A History of America’s Fight Over
Israel”
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OPINION

This is one map Trump cant redraw

SHERIDAN, FROM PAGE 12

Taiwanese firms are also investing
north of the border, lured by incentives
from both the Biden and Trump admin-
istrations. TSMC, which makes the
majority of the world's advanced semi-
conductor chips, plans to plow $265
billion into several massive factories in
Arizona. As the United States focused
on producing high-end chips, Mexico's
well-established infrastructure was
ready to build more basic, complemen-
tary electronics, like servers. Over the
decades, the Juarez factories “enabled
ustotrain these incredible engineers
and technicians,” Pancho Uranga, a vice
president at Foxconn, told me.

Today, more than one-third of college
and tech-school students in Chihuahua,
the state including Judrez, are studying
science, technology, engineering or
math. Officials have poured millions of
dollars into the construction of two tech
centersin the city, which will offer resi-
dents training in machine learning,
robotics and other skills.

Despite the excil building at

from

her cities. But the

the prospect of an A.L windfall, so far
the boom has been a mixed blessing.
Unlike the Mexican vehicle industry,
which generates around one million
jobs and has givenrise toa large domes-
tic auto-parts industry, the server plants
employ relauvely few people— andalot

results are modest. Consider the case of
Eric Wong, who manages (acmnes in
Juarez for two Hong Kong-b:

ONMVTRIPWJUARE mAugusl 1 wsneda
notoril

on the western outskirts of the mty.
‘When I first reported from there in 1997,
it was adusty hellscape of treeless
desert, where factory workers lived in
shacks cobbled together from card-
board and wood. The air was thick with
eye-watering smoke from brick makers
burning tires and old oil to heat their
ovens.

‘Today, the shacks have been replaced
by small cinder-block homes with run-
ning water. There is an air-conditioned
supermarket, as well asa gym, a hard-
ware store and arestaurant called “Pink
Sushi." Living standards have risen,
albeit not to the first world standards
once predicted by NAFTA enthusiasts.

‘What's even more striking are the
townhouse developments where
Juérez’s engineers and factory manag-
ers live, flanking strip malls with fancy
taco joints and hair salons offering §200
color jobs. I did a double-take at a con-
crete monument: the Arc de Triomphe,
oracopy ofit, anyway. Behinditsata
gated community of mini-mansions
called Campos Eliseos — Judrez's own

Ch Ely

panies that produce goods for Lhe us.
market, including plastic Christmas
wreaths, holiday lights and kiddie pools.
Mr. Wong shmed some production of
plantin the El Paso

vers,
whnch cost anywhem fmm around halfa
million dollars to $7 million apiece, are
pumping up the Mexican trade surplus
wuh the United States, as Mr Trump
inst bilateral trad

(He seesthemas asign the United
Statesis being “ripped off,” a view most.
economists reject.) Now, to avoid tariffs
on other critical industries, Mexican

ici: i i

y
down the red-hot server exports. But
any such effort would most likely hurt
the A.L giants currently keeping the
U.S. economy afloat.

The Taiwanese keep a low profile in
Juarez. My requests for interviews at
the factories — via company officials
and press offices, Taiwan’s official
representative in Mexico and state
authorities — were met with polite noes.
Most U.S. firms that contract the Tai-
wanese manufacturers to make their
laptops, servers and other products
impose strict nondisclosure rules. The
U.S. companies reportedly buying the
servers also declined to confirm they
were made by firms in Juarez.

To by . Mr. Trump laim credit
for pressuring some manufacturersto
move jobs back to the United States

suburbs this year, after tariffs raised the
cost of copper inputs. But that only

These are Aslands of prosperity”a
local economist told me. It seemed an
apt metaphor for how free trade has
affected Mexico over the past few dec-
ades Anumber of statesin the north

region: e i but

Ihey are surrounded by an informal
national economy in which around half
of Mexican workers continue to toilin
precarious jobs, with lower wages and
few benefits. The government has hiked
the minimum wage but failed to make
the kind of structural refurms like
ucture

created around 100
firess vi jobs on the Ameri-
gi puw:l:d“ (1:35; ;ide. Another
. ,500 workers
by American remainin Juarez,
corporations, doing work that
the current isn't feasibl
boom belongs to  U.S. wages; clients
the Taiwanese. like Walmart will
only pay somuch
for a Christmas
ith,

wreath.
Mr. Trump’s effort to dismantle free
trade with Mexico faces not just eco-
nomic headwinds, but political ones. So
many constituencies benefit from the

and encouraging rleeper local supply
chains, that could allow these other
areas toadvance. Asin the Um(ed

yog bl
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Above, Juirez's own Arc de Triomphe, the main entrance to the affluent M!ghhnrhood

of Campos Eliseos; left, near the entrance to Foxconn, one of Taiwan's

How ALl is
lying to you

VINCI, FROM PAGE 13

finding useful truth amid deception. At
heart, those techniques rely on what
makes us human: our natural ability to
understand people and their lies, to spot
patterns and assess trust. Most of all,
they train us to remain aware that any
piece of information may be purpose-
fully deceptive, These techniques in-
clude:

« Triangulation. If you prefer one
source of news — The New York Times,
say — also check The Wall Street Jour-
nal, Newsmax and The South China
Morning Post on any given report. If all
say the same thing, the story is more
likely right than wrong. The same is
true for A.L systems: if you are a Claude
user, then check ChatGPT, or vice versa.
* Operational testing. Ask a question to
which you already know the answer. To
testan A L bot for accuracy about, say,
animpending war or civil unrest, first
check recent satellite imagery to see if
there are actually troops in the area or
visit the website of a protest movement.
Then see how close the bot's answer is
to the primary source.

* Trustnoone. The hardest part of spy
craft may be never taking anything as
permanently true. A.1. makes it espe-
cially easy to go soft. Chat systems are
good at providing answers and it’s
tempting to just accept their answers.
But AL is optimized to get you tolike it
and to continue using it, not to give you
the u'ulh Remain skeptical.

ist already in the world

giants (along with Inventec, Wistron and Pegatron) that has operations in Judrez.

expressed optimism that anew trade
accordis near.

1 f

ufacturing plants springing up. His firm
had just sold one to Inventec: an anry
R

of law enforcement: Apps like Nextdoor
and Citizen allow users to share infor-
mation with each other about crime or
other hyperlocal concerns. There are
Reddit gmups in which users investi-

But aneuf theother

States, the fruits of ave
disproportionately benefited bener~
educated workers. Yet exports are the
most vibrant part of Mexico's economy,
and even leftist politicians who once
opposed NAFTA — including President

U.S.M.CA.thatithas rare,
strong bipartisan support. The 41 U.S.
southern border counties in California,
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas col-
lectively generate §1trillion a year in
gross domestic product, according to
recent research. A 30-foot-high steel
wall may snake across the edge of
Juarez, a powerful sign of Mr. Trump's
efforts to cordon off the country. Butit
cannot obscure just how deeply inter-
twined the borderlands are.

Claudia — are eagerto
preserve free trade.

Mexico has so far resisted the worst
of Mr. Trump’s trade war, thanks to its
deep commercial ties wnh the United

ainty
— has taken a beating. In .Iué.rez, hun-
dreds of millions of dollars of invest-
ment are on hold, awaiting the results of
the U.S.M.CA. talks. With Mr. Trump
using tariffs as an all-purpose weapon
— to press countries to curb drug traf-
ficking, tolower their trade to

f nearly 386,00
almost as big as New York City's Bryant
Park, just down the street from the other
Inventec plant.

The newly acquired site had been
designed to hold not one but two mega-
factories. Already, bulldozers and back-
hoes were scooping and pushing the
sandy ear ? building. The

stop buying Russian oil —any agree-
ment s subject to change.
In J uarez, the high-tech industry

States and the pi its
exports still recelve through the
U.S.M.C.A. Ms. adminis

to grow, betting that the
demandsot lhe U.S. economy will prove
le than the whims of one

tration has been actively managing up,
too, stressing its bona fides as an ally,
and may yet persuade the U.S. president
tolower tariffs. Mexican officials have

an. On the last day of my trip, ayoung
commercial real estate agent named
Juan Alberto Mayorga drove me around
southeastern Juarez, pointing out man-

agent looked on happily, saying,
“They're certainly going to develop
‘more”

liker
Bellmgcat isacitizen journalism site
that provides tools and techniques for
anyone to investigate war crimes and
other worthy causes.

‘The challenges of a world in which
adversaries try to undermine society by
manipulating truth via A.I. are real. But
there is hope. We can learn how to spot
and confront these agents of influence
by using the tools and techniques of the
intelligence officer.

MARY BETH SHERIDAN is a journalist
specializing in Latin America and a
fellow at the Georgetown Americas
Institute. She was the Mexico City
bureau chief for The Washington Post
from 2023 to 2025.

ANTHONY VINCI is a founder and the
C.E.O. of VICO.io, a venture backed A.I.
company, and the author of “The
Fourth Intelligence Revolution: The
Future of Espionage and the Battle to
Save America."
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"Two fighters on the frailty of democracy

FRIEDMAN, FROM PAGE 1

even some media companies bent to
Trump’s political demands withouta
fight.

“For me,” Karman said, “as someone
‘who opposed dictatorship, who knows
how dictatorship works and knows what
we needed to free our country from the
dictatorship, it all starts when the head
of state controls the media, accuses the
media of lies and discredits the media —
and then does not play by the rule of law,
and the institutions work only for the
benefit of him and his family”

The trigger for the democratic revolu-
tion in Yemen was when President
Saleh “put his son and his family in the
mostimportant institutions,” Karman
added. “He attacked the judiciary and
emptied it of its work. He escaped all
accountability through immunity and
interfered in the work of Parliament and
the legitimate institutions. And now all
of this [ am seeing in the United States.
Whatisthat?"

‘The most dangerous thing in a de-
mocracy, she said, is when you start to
ask yourself: “*‘If I do this, what will
happen to me? What will the leader do
tome?""

Karman hasn't given up hope on
America, though. “I gave aspeechin
North Dakota,” she told me. “There
were a lot of conservative people there.
They were so welcoming. I told them:
‘Don't think you are divided because
you have the soul of division. It is be-
cause someone wants to divide you
through hate speech.’ People got very
emotional”

Karman and I first metin Sanaa,
Yemen's capital, in 2013, when I went to
observe Yemen's broad-based national
dialogue. New parties, young people,
‘women, Islamists, tribes, northerners
and southerners all took part, with the
aim of writing a new constitution and
holding presidential elections. The
process fell apart when the Houthi

eized the city in
2014. The Houthis, a Shiite group based
in the north of Yemen, were backed by
Iran and allied with forces loyal to Saleh.
The Houthi takeover plunged Yemen
into a catastrophic civil war from which
it still has not escaped.

Karman travels the world now pro-
moting democracy through her founda-
tion, while working every day with
followers in Yemen to try to winits
democracy back from the long arm of
Iran,

“What we need from the world is to
stand with the Yemeni people and con-
front Iran’s project to control Bab al-
Mandab through the Houthi militia,” she
said, referring to the strait at the mouth
of the Red Sea. “If Iran, throughiits
Houthi proxy, succeeds in controlling
Babal-Mandab in addition toits lever-
ageover the Strait of Hormuz, the con-
sequences for global security could be
even more dangerous than Iran pos-
sessing a nuclear bomb, This is Yemen's

WILL MATSLIDA FOK THE NEW YORK TINES

battle for freedom, democracy and
sovereignty, butitis also the world's
battle for peace, security and the free-
dom of global trade.”

could never be achieved through demo-
cratic or peaceful means,” Sinijlawi
wroteina Sept. 18 essay in The Jerusa-
lem Post urging President Trump to
support the Palestinian elections.
“When ballot boxes are closed, extre-
mists offer other boxes — filled with
‘weapons, funerals and false promises.
‘We must not repeat that mistake."

His party, he said, is drawing the
support of registered Palestinian voters
— women and students, professionals,
academics, entrepreneurs and people
entering political life for the first time,
even young Gazans living in tents.

“We support a demilitarized Palestin-
ian state, regional economic integration
and a negotiated two-state solution that
provides Palestinians with freedom and
dignity while ensuring security for
Israelis,” Sinijlawi wrote.

An East Jerusalem Palestinian, Sini-
jlawi speaks both Arabic and Hebrew.
Helearned his Hebrew largely during
five years in Israeli prison after being
arrested as ateenager in the First In-
tifada.

Thereis noway to pressure the Is-
mells Sinijlawi explamed “the only

‘While I was in Athens, a
democracy activist from East Jerusa-
lem, Samer Sinijlawi, reached out to me
with asimilar alarm bell. Sinijlawi leads
Masar Jadid (New Path), one of the
many new parties seeking seatsin the
Palestinian Legislative Council elec-
tions — the first such elections since
January 2006.

Yes, folks, there are three blg elec-

way i
“We Palestinians continue denying
the historical links of Jews to thisland,"
he continued. “Instead, we must move
from a question of who belongs and who
does not belong to this land to the ques-
tion of how we both belong to this land.”
This is a point Sinijlawi and I have
longhad i
million-plus Jews and seven million-
s P r

Jordan River and the Mediterranean
Sea — and neither are leaving. The only
solution is two states —no matter how
long that takes.

And the person who understands the
power uflhal lognc best is Prime Min-
ister Why do you

tions coming up that
- MiddleEast:
The most Israel'son Oct. 27,
. America’s on Nov.
dangerous thing e palestin-
inademocracy,  jy, Authority’s
Tawakkol first legislative
Karman said, is ionsintwo
when you start decades, sched-
to ask yourself: uled for Nov. 28.
“4If 1 do this, Unlorlun;uely,
what wil there are forces
to my’wn around the au-

thority's leader-

think he made it a top priority for most
of his premiership to strengthen Hamas
in Gaza? He wanted to keep it divided
from moderate Palestinians in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem who accepted
the Oslo peace accords. Netanyahu

will the l:,‘f“' ship pressing to knows what would happen if a noncor-
do to me? have these el rupt, legiti unified
together th

again. Sinijlawi
urged me to tell the world: “Donot let
that happen.” (At least seven parties
have submitted candidate lists for the
council's 132 seats.)
Itis suchabreath of fresh air totalk to

had learned from past mistakes. The
whole world would insist that lsrael
iate withitona
What I admire about Tawakkol Kar-
man and Samer Sinijlawiis that they
know how to get off Facebook and into

like Sinijlawi. He
that no matter how many European or
American rallies there are to “Free
Palestine," the only thing that will do so
isafreely elected, legitimate Palestin-
ian government and legislature ready
and able to be a partner for a two-state
solution.

's face — to actually fight for
democracy, not just pop off with slogans,
which area substitute for both thought
and action. That used to be us in Amer-
ica. We used to model that for the world.
If there was ever atime to get back to
that spirit, it's now. It starts with voting
ou Nov.3inthe U, election and getting

The repeated of Pales-
tinian legislative elections in the West
Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem “re-
inforced Hamas's argument that change

to vote too — for any candi-
date who puts loyalty to democratic
institutions over loyalty to any single
person,
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‘Without fear and without favour®

Badenoch’s UK Conservatives are a work in progress

Burnham’s leftward shift
opens space in the centre.
The Tories should occupy it

Kemi Badenoch has come quite a dis-
tance in 12 months. A beleaguered fig-
ure at last year’s Conservative Party
conference, she is today master of her
party; her personal ratings have
improved markedly. Her party has
come less far. It is still hollowed out,
languishing in third place in the polls
and under huge pressure from Nigel
Farage’s populist Reform UK on the
right. It remains far from beinga credi-
ble party of government. It is, though,
beginning to shape up as a credible
party of opposition.

Thatissignificant in itself. New Prime
Minister Andy Burnham is shifting his
government alarmingly towards the
big-state, high-spending Labour of old,

d and free markets. After the
Starmer government heaped taxes on
business, his successor seems less com-
mitted to freeing animal spirits than to
expanding public control.

‘This not only opens up a space in the
political centre that Badenoch’s Con-
servatives ought to be seeking to
occupy. It also makes it all the more
important for a centre-right opposition
party to be holding Burnham’s Labour
firmly to account.

The Tories are showing some progress
on both. Most welcome is the re-em-
brace of business, in rhetoric and policy.
Despite business scepticism given the
Conservatives' economic record in the
14 years to 2024, the party is earning a
hearing for its emerging offer: lower
taxes on work, wealth and business,
with fewer regulatory constraints and
stronger incentives to work and invest.

Halving employer national insurance
contributions for 21- to 24-year-olds,

ain's bloated tax system are encourag-
ingly pro-business or pro-work policies.
Badenoch's pledge to scrap inheritance
tax on family homes, with an additional
£1mn tax-free allowance, is astark con-
trast to Labour’s post-2024 extension of
taxation on wealth.

Less favourable is the Conservative
leader’s insistence, for now, that she
would keep the unsustainable triple
lock on pensions, which Burnham said
he would loosen in 2030 to help fund a
national care service. It betrays a ten-
dency to play politics rather than to
make savings wherever they can sensi-
bly be found.

Among the party’s big weaknesses are
its neuralgia over the EU. Burnham’s
pitch to improve the UK’s post-Brexit
relationship with the bloc is one area in
which many in business may favour
Labour. The Conservative proposal to
rip up any UK-EU deal made by Labour
to liberalise trade in agrifood has raised

The party has
spent too long

trying to ape

Reform’s

hardline stance

on immigration,
haping to win

back voters lost

in 2024

ft.com/opinion

seeming

ism but the Blairite blend of social

not just Thatcher-

cutting business rates for 250,000 high
i and si

lifying Brit-  face

street

concerns that the food industry could
ifting regulatory regimes.

‘The Conservatives have also spent
too long trying to ape Reform’s hardline
stance on immigration, hoping to win
back voters lost in 2024 — but risking
alienating centrist waverers. Here, how-
ever, there were signs yesterday of a
shift. Badenoch repudiated any idea of
“uniting the right”, insisting Reform
“are not like us, we are not like them”.
In a sometimes emotional speech that
decried “people” debating whether
Badenoch’s mixed-race children were
English, she appealed to Reform-
leaning Tories to come home to her
party.

A final issue is the shrunken parlia-
mentary party’s shortage of talent
beyond Badenoch herself; new shadow
chancellor Andrew Griffith's speech
failed to enthuse despite sounding some
of the right notes. The leader herself is
beginning to show a little more political
subtlety and depth. Her rebuilding of
the broader party remains a work in
progress, though it is showing moves in
the right direction.

Opinion Asia

Japan was never normal,
and will not be now

Vasia Herguess

Leo
Lewis

Tk

£V

o lose one century-old,

Sendai-area producer of

leaf-shaped sasakamaboko

fishcakes may be consid-

ered a misfortune. To lose
twolooks like carelessness. Lose three
in quick succession, as Japan has done
inthe past 12 months, and people start
talking about a “new normal”.

But should they?If ever there were a
moment for Japan, for those that
engage with it and those that invest in
it, to embrace the certainty of a new
abnormal, thattime s surely now.

Clearly, times are cruel in the north-

Pt

And for almost a year, he has also
had to field the concerns of the busi-
ness lobby as diplomacy between Bei-
jing and Tokyo has entered a deep
freeze and Japanese companies have
pulled out of China — Japan’s biggest
trading partner — at a record rate.

In his presentation earlier this week,
Akazawa did not mention the three
fishcake makers, but his thesis was
that Japan should expect and embrace
aspate of company closures. Crucially,
he argued, it has resisted this for far
toolong.

For decades, the government has
seen its enormous SME sector as the
bastion against mass unemployment.
‘Those businesses, no matter how eco-
nomically illogical at the mdmdual
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Sanctions policy sometimes must be compromised to save lives

Martin Sandbu, in his column on EU
members using their veto powers to lift
sanctions on targeted oligarchs, is
sharp in his criticism of France for the
actions it took to free a French citizen
from jail in Azerbaijan (“EU countries
shoot themselves in the foot when they
veto sanctions”, Opinion, October 5).
However there is not the slightest
recognition in his article of the vital
humanitarian concerns that we all
should have for innocent hostages

those in Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran.
We need to be concerned about
every individual who is takenas a
pawn in international strategies, often
tortured, often facing death, as, for
example, Emad Shargi recounts about
his more than five years in Evin prison,
Tehran. This Iranian-American
businessman was on a business trip
when he was arrested, subsequently
interrogated, tortured and confined to
solitary by the Islamic Revolutionary

which the Biden administration
negotiated to secure his freedom along,
with four others.

Then, ina

TNated exchi

that

Sandbu, and others who share his view,
that there are times when broad
sanctions policies need to be

ised in order to save lives.

involved a Russian murderer in a
German jail, American journalist Evan
Gershkovich was freed from a Russian
prison — he describes his terrible
ordeal in his new book This Cursed
Beautiful Land.

The stories these victims tell of the
nightmare situations in which lhey

The actions taken by western
governments to rescue hostages is vital
to provide us all with a sense of safety,
and give hope for all those who today
are political prisoners.

Frank Vogl

Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University;
Co-founder, Transparency International,
Washi

jailed by authoritarian regimes, suchas | Guard Corps, and held for ransom, found th Ives ought y

Recalling the British input Merzs reforms could help hril}skmnmr b'ebile T:ﬁ; }odcommunifﬁes
% at risk of being lef ind matters for

to the EU’s single market blunt the appeal of the AfD | Geruany's resilience and could reduce

Your Big Read “Is Britain welcome to
return?” (October 3) leaves out an
important piece of history: for more
than two decades, the UK was one of
the European single market’s leading
architects and defenders.

In the European parliament, the
internal market and consumer
protection committee was chaired by
British MEPs, both Labour and
Conservative, for most of the years
after it was created in 2004. Michel
Barnier, the EU’s chief Brexit
negotiator, knows this well. As internal
market commissioner, he worked
closely with those British chairs to
deepen the very market he now says
cannot be taken “a la carte”,

Asa former MEP, I saw this
i at first hand. British

level, were coll by
a broader national goal. They were
given what Akazawa called a “warm
and comfortable here” of sub-

members 'were often the strongest.
voices (or open markets, consumer
and fair

eastern Japanese fishcak Surg-
ing costs, from pollock paste and plas-
tic packaging to logistics and labour,
are straining business models to
hreakmg pomt Changing diets hnve

sidyand i in hard times. But
however flabby and irrelevant they
became, it remained core LDP policy
that, wherever possible, no SME
should go bankrupt.

Barnier is right that the single
market’s integrity matters. But Britain
is not asking to join a club it never
understood. It helped write the rules.
Afv:r a decade of failing to find a

for fishy fare; touri
local beef tongue. Behind all of these
pressures, one can see the vast

T'he Liberal Democratic
Party needs a new
policy and the country
needs a new mindset

hydraulics of geoeconomics, climate
changeand demographics.

These fishcake makers have previ-
ously survived military dictatorship,
world war defeat, oil crises, tsunamis,
generational handover and deflation.
So as well as being saddened by the
abrupt, back-to-back shutterings of
‘Takeda no Sasakamaboko (est. 1935),
Bajo Kamabokoten (est. 1912) and
Kaneko Hashinuma Shoten (est.
1927), there is huge temptation to con-
clude this s part of an unusually force-
ful shift away from life as Japan knows
it. Key political figures actively rein-
force that view. On Tuesday, Ryosei
Akazawa, Japan’s minister for econ-
omy, trade and industry, used a press
conference to upend decades of his
own party’s thinking on the role of
small and medium-sized enterprises.

Akazawa is someone who knows a
bit about epochal disruption of norms.
His role puts him prominently on the
(mnl line of America’s redefinition of

iendship and of China’s
of hostility. When Japan needed some-
one to negotiate its way through Don-
ald Trump’s arbitrarily calculated
“reciprocal” tariffs, and to pledge
$550bn of infrastructure investment
toan economy nearly 10 times its size,
Akazawa was the one trusted to put on
a Maga hat and give a double
thumbs-up tothe newworld order.

Withth kil 1 nowin
permanent dec]me. that policy is
clearly brimming with moral haz-
ard. “Most SMEs have no ambition to
grow,” he said, adding that “this is not
exactly a capitalist mindset.” His argu-
ment? The LDP needs a new policy
and Japan needsa new mindset.

Thinking in terms of “new normals”
is the wrong way to form such a policy
— however alluring that sounds.
Japan, however desperately it would
like to imagine itself as having evolved
through a series of established nor-
mals, is perhaps more usefully defined
by its rolling embrace of abnormal-
ity. An economy in which tens of thou-
sands of companies are over 100 years
old gives the impression of perma-
nence; in fact it represents abnormal-
ity stacked on abnormality.

The Bank of Japan, in its long
build-up to sustained monetary tight-
ening, hastalked a lot about the neces-
sity of “normalisation”. Akazawa’s
comments suggest that the country’s
entire approach to capitalism needs a
similar overhaul. Others lament
Japan’s focus on its pacifism or immi-
gration rules. Too often, these debates
underplay just how resistant it is to
having normality defined for it —
either domestically or by the outside
world.

At the most recent census, 11 per
cent of Japanese were under 15 and 17
per cent were over 75. Others may well
follow Japan down this road, but no
modern country has yet arrived at
these extremes — and no country will
experience the transformations of
environment, geopolitics and technol-
ogy from a similar starting point.
There is no lingering “normal” to be
had for Japan, new or otherwise.

leo.lewis@ft.com

hip that works, both sides

BANX

should be open to closer economic ties,
whether through the European
Economic Area and European Free
Trade Association route or a tailored
arrangement built on that shared
history.

Catherine Stihler

Former MEP for Scotland (Scottish
Labour), Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA, US

Janan Ganesh (“Leadership is not the
problem in the west”, Opinion,
September 24) suggests that resistance
to Friedrich Merz's reforms reflects
voters’ unwillingness to surrender
comforts acquired over generations of
the welfare state. Yet, as Harvey Clark
Greisman recently noted (Letters,
September 23), some East Germans
remember reunification as their loss of
economic security. Apprehension
about further change cannot simply be
dismissed as excessive expectations.

In a course on geoeconomics I taught
at the Riga Graduate School of Law, |
used Sheri Berman and Hans.
Kundnani’s 2021 essay “The Cost of
Convergence” to examine the risks of
Germany’s over-reliance on exports to
drive economic growth. The essay
argued that this reliance left Germany
vulnerable to external shocks, and
proposed higher wages, stronger
household consumption and
investment in the digital and green
transitions.

Merz’s infrastructure and climate
programme addresses part of that
agenda. Whether his wider reforms

one source of insecurity on which the
far-right Alternative for Germany
(AID) draws. The question is not
whether reform hurts, but whether it
leaves Germany and its people more
secure.

Tjaco van den Hout

Riga, Latvia

The benefits of HS2: a
sceptical northerner’s take
Jennifer Williams' Inside Politics piece
“Burnham’s Blind Spot” (FT.com,
September 11) alludes to the benefits of
HS2, Britain’s high-speed rail project.
Really? Cui bono as we say “oop” north.
‘What is the point of a train its
promoters say will get you from
Birmingham to London in under 50
minutes, when most families with two
kids will not be able to afford the fares,
unless they can plan in advance or take
trains at times nobody wants to travel
at? Up north, the taxes of Mancunians
like me will pay for HS2 but we will not
gettouseit.
Peter Hardwick
Manchester, UK

PIEDMONT

Italy’s wine
harvest is
creeping
ever earlier

by Susannah Savage

efore setting out for my first | leaves. His nine-year-old niece had
day of grape-picking I switched to the more congenial task of
smothered myself in sun team photographer.
cream and offered the Stefano Pesci, director-general of
bottle to my Italian partner, | wine co-operative Terre del Barolo in
Francesco. He glanced pointedly into nearby Castiglione Falletto,
the inky darkness ide and raised a bers harvests beginning in
hand, thered in disbelief. id iber when he started his

A gulp of thick coffee, a bite of
ciambellone, and we were off to the
vines before the sun could rise.

Francesco’s parents’ vineyard sits on
a hillside in Agliano Terme, among the
folds of the Piedmont countryside in
north-west Italy, a region that is
known for its red wines.

1t was August 30. Francesco's
mother reckoned they were
harvesting around a month earlier
than most years. I had come on
holiday and found myself helping with
a harvest I might once have missed
altogether.

Blue-black bunches hung beneath
the tangle of leaves, Here and there,
whole bunches had shrivelled in
the parching heat. Others had
obligingly grown large and juicy at
an easy-to-reach height. Smaller
clusters nearer the dusty ground
required more contortions. Before
long, I had grape juice on my face and
an ache in my b

Iglanced down the row to check
everyone else’s progress. As a farmer’s
daughter, I felt T ought to be making a
better showing. unaware

career some 20 years ago. Now they

are largely finished by late September,

he says. “The change was and is very,
fast.”

Although harvests have been
creeping earlier for some time, this
year’s has been “exceptional”, says
Paolo Castelletti of Unione Italiana
Vini. “Irrigation was once considered
sacrilege when it came to wine
quality,” he says, “Today, drought
actually reduces quality.”

Extreme heat meant sugars rose
and acidity fell, meaning growers had
to pick earlier to prevent the fruit
becoming too sweet and the resulting
wines too alcoholic.

Accounts collected by trade
publkzﬁon 1l Corriere Vinicolo put our
region’s picking 15 to 25 days ahead of
dates familiar in past decades.

Like Francesco’s family, grape
pickers across Italy have also been
slowed down by dehydrated grapes,
which have forced them to pick more
slowly and selectively.

The heat is also following the grapes
into the cellar. Managing the
f the fruit and its

he was in a race, was also losing. His
mother, equally unaware, was
comfortably winning, her deeply
tanned arms darting among the

fermentation requires cooling
equipment and electricity. Pesci
says they had to put this year's Pinot
Noir and Chardonnay grapes in the

fridge before they were pressed.

There is na such cooling equipment
at Francesco’s parents’ little vineyard.
They leave the cellar work to their
neighbour, who crushes and ferments
the grapes and turns their small
annual harvest into wine.

Our part was rather less technical.
As our buckets filled with grapes, we
lugged them down the row to the edge
of the neighbour’s vineyard. While |
caught my breath, I enviously
watched his little tractor chug
between the vines, doing the carrying
for him and his workers. Grapes
themselves, however, still have to be
picked by hand.

This presents another prohlem In
Italy, August is holiday time. *
early start caught people somewhat by
surprise,” Castelletti says. An industry
already short of labour also faces heat
that restricts working hours. Some
growers harvest at night where the
terrain permits. “Working at 30-35
degrees is extremely difficult.”

I can attest to this. Our early start
was not early enough. Leayes that
concealed whole bunches of fruit
offered little shelter to the people
gathering them and the sun caught us
long before we finished. Soaked with
sweat, some of us retreated for water
and coffee. Francesco's parents, both
in their seventies, kept going.

‘Their efforts paid off. By the end of
the day, the last grapes were off the
vines. The next time we encounter
them will be in a glass,

susannah.savage@ft.com
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We need a US debt conversation — will the Republicans have one?

Brendan
Boyle

hen the US national
debt crossed $40tn in
August, I knew exactly

what  Republicans
would say: America
spends too much money.

Spending does matter and, as the top
Democrat on the House Budget
Committee, 1 am very conscious of how
taxpayer dollars are spent and where
this can be done better. However, my
Republican colleagues who say that we
2ot to $40tn because of spending alone
are ignoring half the story.

Over the past 25 years, major tax cuts,
primarily benefiting the wealthy and
large corporations, have reduced fed-
eral revenues by trillions of dollars.

One analysis using data from the Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) and
Joint Committee on Taxation found that
President George W Bush’s tax cuts,

their extensions and Donald Trump’s
2017 tax law added roughly $10tn to the
debt through 2023. Any honest account
should acknowledge that Democrats
also voted to make the Bush tax cuts
permanent.

But over the past 10 years, President

Those situations also show why
America’s fiscal health matters. In times
of emergency, the nation needs the
capacity to borrow. Piling up structural
debt during normal times, such as by
borrowing heavily to finance tax cuts for
the wealthy, leaves us less prepared for

Trump 8
further. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
passed in 2017, added nearly $2tn to the
debt, according to the CBO. At the time
Republicans promised that faster eco-
nomic growth would make up for the
lost revenue. It did not come close.
Then last year, Trump and Republi-
cans passed the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act. That legislation, according to the
CBO, will add a staggering $4.7tn to the
deficit over the next decade, making it

when they come.
Another factor that has added to the

Piling up structural deficits
during normal times
leaves us less prepared
for emergencies

debt, but is often left out of the story, is

one of the most exp: pieces of
legislation in US history.

Tax cutsare not the sole reason for the
debt. The government borrowed
heavily to pay for wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. During the Great Reces-
sion and the Covid-19 pandemic, we
spent atremendous amount to keep the

areowed but never collected.

The Internal Revenue Service esti-
mates that nearly $700bn in federal
taxes owed for 2022 were not paid on
time, and roughly $600bn of this will
never be collected. Not all of that is
fraud, but the scale of not complying
with the tax code is enormous.

economy afloat and prevent
devastation.

cut IRS enforcement funding. ';‘hal lm’s

had a serious impact. Areport from the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration published in August
showed that IRS audits broughtin 35 per
cent less in revenue in fiscal year 2025
than in the previous year. That sharp
decrease has come after Trump, sup-
ported by Republicans, cut the number
of IRS staff dedicated to audits by
roughly 30 per cent.

The negative impact of our deterio-
rating fiscal health can no longer be
ignored, asit has been by many on both
sides of the aisle. The national debt is
now so large that annual net interest
costs are projected to be higher than
$2tn. Every dollar that goes towards
servicing the debt is money we cannot
use on healthcare, infrastructure or
education.

So, what do we do about it without
asking working families to make
sacrifices?

First, large tax giveaways, especially
to the wealthy, should not be
permanent. They should face periodic
non-partisan reviews on their impact
and whether economic growth has
covered the cost of the tax break. In

addition, Congress should be forced to
vote to renew them on an annual or
biennial basis. Congress, rightfully
so, carefully examines spending line
by line. The same should be done for
taxcuts.

Second, my Republican colleagues
must get seri i taxenft
1f they are truly serious about “waste,
fraud and abuse” and tackling the
deficit, they should join Democrats
to give the IRS the resources to audit
wealthy tax cheats and large corpora-
tions.

The debt is $40tn and rising —
quickly. Republicans have proved to
be hypocrites on the issue. But that
does not make the debt problem any
lessreal.

If they want a serious debate about
how we got here and how we fix it, 1am
ready to have one. We need an honest
discussion, followed by a credible plan,
beforeit’stoolate.

The writer represents Pennsylvania’s
second congressional district and is the
ranking member of the House Budget
Committee

Badenoch’s
Furopean
nightmare

POLITICS

Janan
Ganesh

while ago, this column

advised readers to bet on

the Conservatives winning

the most seats at Britain’s

next general election. The

odds at the time were 13/2. Now? 3/1,
and shortening. Don’t mention it.

Their leader Kemi Badenoch might
soon be overpriced — more on which in
a minute — but underpricing her was
the real offence. It should have been
obvious that people would tire of big
government under Labour. Voters want
tax cuts even at the expense of public
services, and have done for a year. This
is politics at its most ther ic: the

rules. Total re-entry would be provoca-
tive. But imagine that Andy Burnham
offers a fudge, such as single market
membership. A fragmented left would
at once consolidate behind Labour. The
right would have to defend an unpopu-
lar status quo, citing — what? — Britain’s
freedom to set lighter AI rules than
Brussels, just as voters come to fear AL If
indeed Burnham did clinch a half-in
deal with the EU, the Tories seem set to
promise to reverse it in office. Could
anything besillier?

Foreign affairs never decided an
election, Tories will argue. But the
UK-EU relationship is different. It is
inseparable from economic manage-
ment, which is the issue

poses some accommodation with the

EU, the right alleges betrayal

and. . . almost no one cares. Last week,

Burnham outdid all the post-2016 prime
= e th

for voters. Some of the business leaders
now despairing of Labour would
endorse the single market.

Also, in two anglophone democracies
of late, Canada and Australia, conserva-
tives have lost winnable elections due to
their iation with the American

ruling idea sets off a counter-reaction.

(Notice that “austerity” has not been

cited as the national ill for a while.) The

Tories’ poll rating is still in the sewer but

it might just lag their better, underlying
4 :

right. That is, a foreign entity. A man of

Burnham’s demagogic gifts can frame

Badenoch’s anti-EU line as American

servility. She is not Maga, no, but she is

not not Maga. She made her name in US-
|

deb: Shegotintoa

So, what's all this about overcorrec-
tion? Well, one issue has undone tal-
ented Conservatives before: Europe.
Thereis reason to think it shall again.

Scarcely one voter in three believes it
wasright to leave the EU. That figure has
not moved for four years. A plurality
favours much closer co-operation with
thebloc, even if that entails accepting its

mess over the Iran war, reflexively back-
ing America until that became untena-
ble, at which point she backed off witha
clumsiness that was hard to watch. If
she defends pure Brexit, for the sake of
US trade and perhaps Al frontier-model
access, Labour should rejoice.

Britain has settled into a routine that
should trouble Badenoch. Labour pro-

should at least be softened. His poll lead
held. The Tories are right that voters
don't think much about the issue, but
that means Burnham can do a lot with-
out risk. Forget the next parliament.
‘The time to torture the Tories is now. He
could trade single-market access for
rule-acceptance, sector by sector, Swiss-
style, and dare them to oppose it. Their
political prize for doing so would be,
what exactly? A better third or fourth
position in long-lost Red Wall seats?
And thisis just the politics. The larger
problem with the status quo is that it is

The question is whether

she confronts it now. at a

time of personal strength,
or under duress later

bad in practice. Badenoch’s most
appealing trait is a sort of engineer’s
innocence. She seems to care about get-
ting to (what she sees as) the right
answer on a given subject. Most politi-
cians let electoral calculation, tribal
feeling or ideological priors muddle the
cold act of problem-solving.

In private moments, the engineer in
her must ask what the hardest of all
possible Brexits has achieved. Essen-
tially no European democracy chooses
to be as cut off from the EU as Britain.
Even Turkey is in the customs union.
Switzerland, where independence is
the national ethos, is three decades
into a rolling negotiation with Brussels,
in which it mostly gives ground. Nor-
way, with mineral wealth galore, is in
the Schengen visa-free zone, Most of
the western Balkan states have candi-
datestatus.

You have to think of the EU in terms of
general relativity: as a mass that bends
space-time around it, forcing smaller
entities into its orbit. Britain won’t resist
the gravitation indefinitely, because it

can’t. This is why the subject of Europe
never goes away here. A place in the
middle-to-outer orbit is destined to
materialise. The question is whether
Badenoch confronts it now, at a time of
personal strength, or under duress later,
when the untenability of hard Brexit
becomes plain.

As the election approaches, she will
have a voter in mind: an upper-middle
earner who feels fleeced undera Labour
government but recoils from Nigel
Farage. That person might vote for a
Conservative platform that offers no
particular thaw with the EU. But notone
that proposes to reverse an ongoing
thaw. It would reek too much of dogma,
of wilful disruptiveness.

1f Badenoch is shrewd, she will let
Burnham do the hard work of easing
Brexit, then accept it as a fait accompli
at the election, and win on the tax bur-
den instead. If not? If she defends the
status quo, or what would then be the
status quo ante? Sell the bet at 2/1.

Jjanan.ganesh@ft.com

ENVIRONMENT
Pilita
Clark

fyou are a man who cares about cli-
mate change, are you a bitof a
dweeb? Put another way, if a man
says global warming is rubbish,
dox Iy?

Real men don't do climate change

Some studies suggest that men feel
they have more to lose from policies
tofight climate change. Others conclude
it is because women are socialised to
care more about things like the envir-
onment. But researchers who focus
on socialisation tend to look at it from
the perspective of the women being
socialised.

Haselhuhn thought the same patterns
of conditioning might be having a sepa-
rate but overlooked effect on men. So he
did aseries of linked studies that suggest

hisisi ish i

In my 15 years of writing about cli-
mate change, these are not questions I
have considered before. But 1 have
begun to do so since coming across
research that suggests a lot of men
brush off the climate problem for fear of
seeming too feminine,

Using data from the US, and a long-
running survey of more than 40,000
people across Europe, he showed that
men who say they want to save the
planet are perceived to be more warm
and caring. In keeping with this finding,
he also showed that men who are

matter. A study of more than 9,000 sci-
entists in 115 countries published this
week shows that those who believe tech-
nology will largely solve the climate
problem are 23 per cent less likely to go
on a climate march, sign a petition or
take similar civic actions, compared
with scientists who lack such faith. The
techno-optimists are also 18 per cent
less likely to make big lifestyle changes
to cut carbon. In other words, many

Those concerned about
their sense of manhood
express less concern
about global warming

personal views matter, even for experts.
But Thuhn’s work does raise a

The analysis by Michael Thul
an associate professor of management
at University of California, Riverside,
helps to answer one of the more baffling
climate questions: why do studies and
polls across the world consistently show
that men care less about global warming
than women?

strongly 1 about
their sense of manhood express less
concern about the climate problem
and say they feel less responsibility for
managingit.

‘This does not, of course, mean that
all male climate sceptics are worried
about their manhood. Other views also

question about the best way to sell the
need for climate action, especially to
men. He is now trying to determine
which messages might land best, with
mixed results. At first he thought it
might be effective to suggest that real
men take care of their family and are

good parents, but that “just didn’t move
the needleat all”, he told me.

More success came when highlighting
the financial benefits of climate action.
For example, when men are choosing
between a regular showerhead and an
energy-efficient one, about 80 per cent
of them will choose the greener one if it
is described as a way to save money. But
if told that the same showerhead uses
less water and is more environmentally
friendly, that support falls by 10 per-
centage points, Taking out the word
“environment” seems to help, says
Haselhuhn.

All of this gels with the ideas of cli-
mate scientists such as Katharine Hay-
hoe, a Texas Tech University professor

the real issue here is not science denial
but solution aversion, or concern that
climate policies will clash with a per-
son’s identity, ideology or ideas about a
better world.

Because it’s unpleasant to say openly
thatyou don’t want to fix a serious prob-
lem, people use so-called motivated rea-
soning to find grounds for why climate
change cannot be real or serious. In
other words, they process information
in ways that align with what they
already believe or want, rather than
with objective evidence.

Happily, Hayhoe says, the same
uncle’s views can reverse completely if
he buys solar panels that save him
money or does something else that

Important
judgments for
Healey in the
coming Budget

A

t a time of geopolitical ten-
sion and bond market vola-
tility, the UK's economic
and public finance outlook
is shrouded in uncertainty.
No system of fancy equations will ena-
ble the Office for Budget Responsibility
to produce perfect forecasts for the
Budget. And no agentic John Maynard
Keynes will reliably tell John Healey
what he should do. Everything instead
rests on sound judgments from both the
fiscal watchdog and the chancellor.

By far the most consequential deci-
sion the OBR needs to make is to set the
potential level of GDP at the end of its
five-year forecasting horizon. This is an
informed judgment, complicated this
year by movements in its underlying
drivers. The Office for National Statis-
tics has revised productivity growth up
and hours worked down. It has also
revised the path of net migration down
and isadvising everyone to focus on tax
records rather than surveys to discern
employment trends, These are weaker.

The OBR would be well advised there-
fore to judge that the potential growth of
the UK economy is just a bit worse than
in March, with hours and productivity
growth cancelling each other out, while
the scope for more employment growth
is more than offset by lower migration.
Together, these broad assumptions
would generate a little less tax revenue
than previously expected.

On top of that, the inflation profile
will be higher due to the prolonged
energy shock the UK has suffered in

Any forecast he will
receive from the OBR is
likely to be unwelcome

but not disastrous

2026. This will raise the costs of pension
and welfare payments in future and is
unlikely to generate commensurate
additional tax revenue. The final piece
of bad news is that higher interest rates
will raise forecasts of government debt-
servicing costs by roughly 0.3 per cent of
GDP by the end of the decade.

‘You might notice that I have been able
to talk about the economy and the pub-
lic finances without any mention of fis-
cal headroom in billions of pounds. The
final OBR judgment should be to ditch
this unhelpful invention, follow the
letter of the law and start reporting on
the sustainability of the public finances
as economists rather than officials seek-
ingtoget themselves noticed.

Putting this together, the news Healey
will receive from the OBR is likely to be
unwelcome but not disastrous. The
forecast path of deficit reduction will be
slower and debt-servicing costs higher,
but the UK will still be set to balance its
budget and stabilise its debt-to-GDP
ratio by the end of the decade.

The chancellor’s core judgment will
be to decide how to respond; the prime
minister and his cabinet are fizzing with
ideas but have few plans ready for
implementation. It would therefore be
reasonable for Healey to deliver a
steady-as-she-goes Budget so long as he
meets the following conditions.

Any fiscal loosening in the early years
of the forecast to meet Andy Burnham’s
pledge to give people a bit of breathing
space needs either to be credibly tempo-
rary or to be matched with spending
cuts or tax rises in later years. That
means there must not be a sustained
discretionary fiscal loosening. It is OK
for deficit reduction to be slower
because the world has become more
difficult, so long as the UK government
doesnot aggravate the trends.

The deficit must also stay on a down-
ward path. This will mean that any cost-
of-living breathing space is followed by
some tougher fiscal years towards the
end of the parliament. Healey would be
wise to put his political capital behind
that necessity.

Finally, the chancellor should outline
his longer-term strategy for tax and

who has worked y on effective
ways to talk about climate change. This
includes advice on dealing with the
inevitable uncle who tells you at every
family gathering that the climate has
always been changing and today’s
record temperatures are just part of a
natural cycle.

It doesn’t help to spout scientific facts
to show why he is wrong, Hayhoe told a
recent FT conference. That's because

p his own aswell
astheclimate,

There is a message here for those of us
who rightly worry about warming tem-
peratures. Scientific facts really matter,
as does the health of the environ-
ment. But there will be times when the
best thing you can do for the planet is
not talk aboutitatall.

pilita.clark@ft.com

p The aim will be to pro-
vide some reassurance to financial mar-
kets so that speculation can be held in
check. Details are not necessary. These
are difficult times in public finance.
There is nothing more important than
demonstrating the UK is facing them
with sound judgments on both the fore-
casts and policy.

chris.giles@ft.com



