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Two plus one

Anti-incumbency is not a strong factor

in two States and one UT going to polls
P ublic campaigning for the April 9 As-

sembly elections in Kerala, Assam and

Puducherry concluded on Tuesday and
voting will take place in a single phase across all
three regions — 126 seats in Assam, 140 in Kerala,
and 30 in Puducherry. The results will be de-
clared on May 4. In Kerala, the incumbent LDF
led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan is seeking a
third consecutive term. No alliance has achieved
such a feat in the State, but the LDF mounted an
audacious campaign premised on a claim that
‘there is no alternative’ to the LDF. The emer-
gence of the BJP — it won its first Lok Sabha seat in
the State in 2024 — as a notable force in the State
has further confused the Kerala electorate. Each
of the three formations has accused the other
two of having an understanding beneath the
open posturing. The UDF is attempting to con-
vert the momentum that it gained in the Lok Sab-
ha and local body elections into an Assembly vic-
tory. The LDF is counting on its 10 years of
welfare governance. The Congress has replicated
its model of guarantees covering key vote blocs
such as college students and women. The party
managed to resolve the internal disputes over
ticket distribution, but senior leaders are angling
for the Chief Minister’s post, counting their chick-
ens before they hatch. The CPI(M) had to contend
with at least four of its senior leaders leaving the
party and contesting as UDF candidates.

In Assam, the campaign has been dominated
by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who is
seeking a second term and a third for the BJP-led
NDA. He has formulated a strident version of anti-
Muslim rhetoric, Hindutva, and indigenous iden-
tity politics and welfare schemes, particularly the
Orunodoi direct benefit transfer to around 40
lakh women. Other promises by the BJP are mea-

Delimitation, women'’s reservation, political dynamics

n September 2023, Parliament passed the

Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth

Amendment) Act, 2023, or the Nari Shakti

Vandan Adhiniyam, which commits to
reserving one-third of seats in the Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabhas for women, including in
constituencies already earmarked for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. However, this
potentially transformative measure falls short of
immediacy: its implementation is deferred until
after the next Census and the subsequent
delimitation exercise.

During parliamentary debates, the Congress
party, along with several other Opposition
parties, demanded its immediate
operationalisation, ideally for the 2024 general
election. Women'’s rights groups criticised the
government for tying the quota to delimitation
after the new Census, arguing that it creates
unnecessary delays. The National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government rejected this,
maintaining that such a major change, without
updated Census data and delimitation, would
undermine both fairness and feasibility.

The shift now seems more deliberate

Less than three years later, that position appears
to have shifted. Recent reports suggest that the
government now plans to amend the Women's
Reservation Act, 2023 by initiating a delimitation
exercise based on the 2011 Census, rather than
waiting for a fresh Census and a subsequent
delimitation process tied to it. At the same time,
the size of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
may be expanded by nearly 50%, increasing the
Lok Sabha’s strength from 543 to 816 seats. In the
absence of any formal articulation of the basis for
such an expansion, questions arise about its
implications for representational balance and
political fairness.

Taken together, these developments —
particularly the proposed increase in seats —
point to a decoupling of women’s reservation
from the next Census, expected to include caste

sures against illegal encroachment, impl

tion of the Immigrants (Expulsion from Assam)
Act, a Uniform Civil Code excluding tribal areas,
and two lakh government jobs. The campaign
concluded with the Congress responding in kind
to Mr. Sarma’s highly personalised campaign
against Congress’s campaign leader Gaurav Go-
goi. Mr. Sarma has been alleging that Mr. Gogoi
has links with Pakistan. The Congress alleged that
Mr. Sarma’s wife holds three passports — the
UAE, Antigua and Barbuda, and Egypt — and may
be preparing to flee in the event of defeat. A six-
party alliance led by the Congress is fighting on
an uneven battlefield in Assam. In Puducherry,
an NDA government led by All India N.R. Con-
gress (AINRC) leader N. Rangasamy has been in
power since 2021. With only 30 seats, the perso-
nal standing of individual candidates could play a
bigger role in the outcome than grand politics in
the Union Territory.

ion beyond the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, and the delimitation exercise
that would follow. While this shift is framed as a
means of expediting implementation, it also
suggests a more deliberate political
reconfiguration underlying these far-reaching
structural changes.

The timing is telling. Acting at this juncture
allows the government to claim credit for a
long-pending reform that previous
administrations failed to implement, even if it
entails departing from the sequencing that it had
earlier defended. It has clear electoral
implications, likely to mobilise women voters in
upcoming Assembly elections across key
States/Union Territory, consolidate support
ahead of the 2027 contests, and position the
Bharatiya Janata Party as the party that delivered
on women'’s reservations and gender justice. This
claim could, in turn, become a chief plank of its
c ign for the 2029 general election.

Systemic reckoning

Sattankulam verdict should sensitise
the police against use of excessive force

elivery of justice to hapless victims of
l) police brutality requires a combination

of an actively engaged judiciary, the
courage of victims and witnesses to speak out
against the khaki fraternity, and a determined in-
vestigation to assemble irrefutable evidence. All
these factors perfectly aligned to uncover the
truth behind the custodial killing of an innocent
trader, Jayaraj, and his son Benicks, who were
tortured at the Sattankulam police station in
Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, six years ago. Relying
on the CBI's scientific evidence, despite early at-
tempts to destroy it, a trial court in Madurai has
now convicted all nine policemen arraigned in
the case. A tenth accused had died earlier of CO-
VID-19. While the awarding of the death penalty
to the convicts militates against the principle of
rehabilitative justice, the conviction sends a
strong message to those in uniform who assume
the power to wield force against unarmed citi-
zens as if it were a statutory right. This case might
have passed off as yet another suspicious custo-
dial death but for overwhelming evidence of tor-
ture and public outrage. The police picked up
Jayaraj on false charges of violating lockdown
conditi during the demic, and Benicks
was detained later when he confronted them for
assaulting his father. The two men were stripped,
brutally beaten overnight, and even forced to
clean their own blood with their clothes. After re-
gistering an FIR on trumped-up charges, the in-
jured men were produced before a government
doctor, who dubiously issued a “fit for remand”
report. The jurisdictional magistrate too mechan-
ically remanded them to judicial custody, ulti-
mately leading to their deaths.

That the policemen felt entitled was evident
when a Judicial Magistrate found the atmosphere
at the station hostile and “intimidating”. justices
P.N. Prakash and B. Pugalendhi of the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court, having taken
suo motu cognisance, in an extraordinary direc-
tion, asked revenue officials to take control of the
station to safeguard evidence. The turning point
came when a head constable, Revathi, testified
against her colleagues. The CBI established that
blood samples recovered from the station
matched the victims’ DNA, while call data re-
cords confirmed the presence of both the victims
and the accused at the time of the crime, sealing
the case. The trial court appears to have applied
uniform proportionality in assigning culpability
to all accused. This may not withstand scrutiny in
higher courts, as seen in the Rajiv Gandhi assassi-
nation case, where the Supreme Court, in 1999,
upheld the death sentences of only four of the 26
convicted by the TADA court. Nonetheless, the
convictions should help sensitise the police force
that excesses will not go unpunished.

Zoya Hasan
Professor Emerita,
Centre for Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

Implementing
women's
reservation
without waiting
for the Census
or delimitation
exercise could
undermine
representation
and the
intended
reforms

Delimitation, however, remains contentious,
questioning whether representation should be
based solely on population or also consider
economic, social, and demographic factors. A
strictly population-based approach would
strengthen the parliamentary power of northern
States where fertility rates remain relatively high,
while reducing the relative influence of southern
and peninsular states that have stabilised
population growth and significantly drive India’s
economy and employment. This dynamic is likely
to deepen the existing north-south divide, driven
by demographic asymmetries and uneven
development outcomes, placing additional strain
on the federal compact and the balance of
inter=State representation.

These conflicting concerns stem from the
constitutional freeze on delimitation, leaving
constituency boundaries and seat allocations
unchanged since the early 1970s. After nearly five
decades, the government now appears set to lift
this freeze, proposing a roughly 50% expansion
of the Lok Sabha alongside proportional
increases in State Assemblies. This approach is
intended to reassure southern States by
preserving their relative share of seats and thus
reducing resistance to delimitation. Yet, even
with a uniform expansion, the absolute seat
counts of northern States would rise significantly,
further tilting the existing balance of power in
their favour. For instance, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar together could approach 180 seats, while
the five southern States (Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana) combined
may reach around 195, raising the possibility that
the northern bloc could still wield
disproportionate political weight. In a
first-past-the-post system, where numerical
strength ultimately determines both electoral
victory and seats gained, such an increase risks
entrenching structural disadvantages for less
populous regions, even if formal proportionality
is preserved.

The issue of data

These distributional concerns are compounded
by the question of data. Basing women’s
reservation on the 2011 Census is problematic,
particularly when a new Census is already
underway. India in 2026 bears little resemblance
to its 2011 demographic profile: migration, rapid
urbanisation, and the after-effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic have significantly reshaped
population patterns over the past decade and a
half, altering both urban and rural constituencies.
Proceeding with outdated data risks
misrepresenting current realities at the very
moment when foundational decisions on
delimitation, seat expansion, and the
operationalisation of women’s reservation are
being made. Yet, the urgency to move ahead
suggests a calculated political judgement: that the
imperative of delivering women'’s reservation will
outweigh resistance, as few can afford to oppose
its expeditious implementation, leaving little

room to contest either the process or its
sequencing. The issue is further complicated by
what the next Census itself may reveal. Widely
expected to be a landmark exercise, the
availability of caste data could sharpen demands
for greater representation of disadvantaged caste
groups, particularly given their demographic
strength. It may also amplify calls for sub-quotas
within women’s reservation, especially from
Other Backward Classes (OBCs), including Muslim
OBC ¢ that remain underrey d
Several political parties and women’s
organisations have already voiced such demands.
By moving ahead without waiting for the 2026-27
Census, the government appears to be
postponing these pressures, but only temporarily.

A further concern is the lack of clarity on how
‘women’s reservation will operate in practice.
While the amendment mandates a one-third
quota, it defers critical details, especially the
rotation of reserved constituencies. This is not a
minor issue: rotation determines who can
contest, from where, and with what continuity,
shaping both accountability and constituency
development. Earlier proposals cautioned that
frequent rotation could disrupt these goals, yet
the current framework leaves the design
unresolved. Reports suggest that in smaller States
and Union Territories with one or two Lok Sabha
seats, the rotation of reserved constituencies may
operate differently, resulting in less frequent
turnover, while in larger States, some seats could
remain reserved across successive terms.
However, the law itself provides only for rotation
after delimitation, leaving the precise mechanism
to be defined.

The need for deliberation
None of this diminishes the core premise:
women'’s reservation is long overdue and
politically imperative. Evidence from other
countries suggests that quotas can be effective,
and there s little reason to believe that India
would be an exception. Taken together, women’s
reservation, seat expansion and delimitation are
notisolated changes; they will jointly reshape
who is represented, from where, and in what
proportions. Seen in this context, they mark a
foundational reordering of the electoral map —
one that will redraw constituencies, recalibrate
the weight of States, and reconfigure the social
composition of legislative bodies. Far from a
marginal or technical adjustment, this is a
structural shift that could rebalance political
power across regions, social groups, and genders.
Precisely because of the scale of this shift,
implementation must be preceded by thorough
deliberation grounded in the latest data.
Departing from the logical and constitutionally
settled sequence risks distorting representation
and seat distribution, thereby weakening the very
reform it seeks to advance. India stands on the
cusp of one of the most significant
transformations of its representative system since
the early decades of the Republic.

A closer look at Asim

o give the devil its due, Pakistan’s Chief of

Defence Forces Field Marshal Asim

Munir’s recent diplomatic avatar has
shown a sense of anticipation of the incipient
conflict and hyperactivity in its wake. He was
everywhere: soothsaying Trump 2.0, at the
signing of Pakistan’s Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (SDMA) with Saudi Arabia, and selling
weapons to the Libyan warlord and the Sud

Mahesh Sachdev

Former Indian

Munir’s West Asia diplomacy

Pakistani diplomacy has left no stone unturned
in wooing Trump 2.0, flipping a decade-long
mutual antipathy with the U.S. that followed the
killing of Osama bin Laden in 2011. Indeed, this
multi-pronged charm offensive has been
handsomely rewarded, and Asim Munir has
become Mr. Trump'’s favourite Field Marshal.
Then moving on to being a
cum-mediator between Washington

Army Chief.

But his most ambitious rainbow chase has
been the self-proclaimed role of an indispensable
mediator in Iran’s war with the United
States/Israel. So, if he eventually fails to ford the
Strait of Hormuz, it would not be for lack of
trying.

The gaze of detractors

However, his detractors — there are many in India
— are themselves guilty of a transactional
approach in judging his diplomatic hyperactivity.
In their opinion, the energetic Field Marshal’s
regional diplomatic overreach is doomed to fail
for reasons ranging from the intrinsic weaknesses
and preoccupations of Pakistan, the constant
shapeshifting in the West Asian conundrum, to a
propensity for glib talk. They are itching to see it
fail and then claim the proprietary rights to the
outcome.

Such predictions are overblown on two
grounds. First it is the process and not the
product. The entire exercise is aimed at
exorcising the ghosts of Islamabad’s pattern of
shortchanging its gullible partners. Whether the
Pakistani leopard can change its spots is a
separate question. Second, they half expect Field
Marshal Munir’s wading into Trump-kissed
regional diplomacy would, at one stroke, solve
many of Pakistan’s current troubles — from a
sclerotic economy and diplomatic doghouse to
internal political disorder. This may be an
unrealistic outcome.

specialising in West
Asia and oil matters

Pakistan’s Field
Marshal is being
watched to see
whether he will
emerge as an
indispensable
mediator or a
useful idiot

and Tehran, seamlessly replacing Oman and
Qatar, as the latter faced Iran’s retaliation for
hosting the U.S. military bases.

An overreach
In Asim Munir’s scheme of things, all this greater
realpolitik is to set off a perpetual motion
machine meant for multiple ends. In the short
run, he hopes to monetise its “peace-making™
role to curry favour with both Washington and
Beijing, becoming a useful conduit for their
planned first Summit next month. He would also
attempt a reset with the post-war dispensation in
Iran. Islamabad has already leveraged its putative
links with Iran to host a brainstorming meeting
with the Foreign Ministers of Saudi Arabia,
Tiirkiye and Egypt on March 30, which may lead
to an Islamic NATO. In a less noticed, but
significant move, Asim Munir recently paid a
low-key fence-mending visit to Abu Dhabi, miffed
by Islamabad’s growing proximity with rival Saudi
Arabia.

At a different level, Islamabad also hopes that

There are reasons to believe that Asim Munir’s
diplomatic activism may not get sustainable
tailwinds to fully realise its goals. It is mainly
because too many factors are beyond his control.
Well-informed U.S. media reported last evening
that Iran has stopped engaging in talks to halt the
fighting. It may turn out later that sceptics in
Tehran were cynically “blowing hot, blowing
cold” about the “Islamabad talks”, to keep Mr.
Trump off-balance and expose his unreliability as
aregional security provider. This could take the
wind out of Pakistan’s self-image as the only
country with cordial ties with both Iran and the
us.

There are multiple ethnic, geopolitical and
orientational differences between Tehran and
Islamabad. Second, the portents do not point to
any possible de-escalation in the conflict, which
currently seems headed in the opposite direction.
The current prognosis is for either a war of
attrition or for Mr. Trump to declare a fictional
victory and quit the arena.

The broader view

Either way, Iran may use the leverage of the
selective closure of the Strait of Hormuz to serve
its own multiple goals, from revenue accretion to
keeping the littoral states under pressure and
forcing the U.S. to relent on the sanctions. In
either of the two scenarios, the stakeholders
would have little use for Asim Munir’s diplomacy.
Pakistan’s long restive land border with Iran and

its overreach would fulfil its long: di

ambition to be counted in the senior league of the
Islamic world. Last, but not least, Pakistan also
hopes that being the paw of various fat cats
would earn it cash rewards and bail it out of
perennial penury. If all that happens, Asim Munir
would have transformed himself from being an
ambitious top-gun to surpass the iconic Ayub
Khan, the only other Field Marshal and President
of Pakistan.

a signil Shia minority have forced its hand in
being more kinetic in response to Saudi Arabian
calls for mutual defence. In case Mr. Trump
averts his eyes to the Gulf and looks for more
manageable targets, his ardour for his favourite
Field Marshal may cool further. This would then
allow the redoubtable Pakistani Field Marshal an
opportunity to rue the verity of a century-old
aphorism: “War is too important to be left to the
generals”.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Forever wars

An Israeli peace activist
recently described Gaza,
Iran and Lebanon as fronts
in “one forever war”. That
phrase captures a tragic
truth many prefer not to
confront: these conflicts are
no longer isolated eruptions
of violence but parts of a
continuous, self-sustaining

cycle driven by fear,

retaliation, political survival,
and hardened narratives on
all sides. Each round of
fighting is justified as
necessary, defensive, and
unavoidable. Yet, every
strike plants the seeds of
the next. Civilians pay the
highest price while leaders
speak in the language of

security, deterrence, and
survival. What makes this
“forever war” so dangerous
is not only the destruction
that it causes but also the
way that it reshapes
thinking. It convinces
societies that peace is
naive, that empathy is
weakness, and that
perpetual conflict is the

natural order. Voices calling

Sattankulam case
1l

That the CBI took
i ing efforts to

for dialogue, and political The
courage are often dismissed
as unrealistic. Yet, history
shows that “forever wars”
end only when people dare
to imagine an alternative
and demand that leaders
pursue it.

Jagjit Singh,

Los Altos, California, U.S.

judgment in the
Sattankulam case brings
closure to a gruesome
murder which was
committed with impunity
by those who are expected
to uphold the law,
procedures and guideli indu.co.in
related to interrogation.

establish the offence merits
commendation of a high
order. The sanctity of
human rights has prevailed.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai
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Limits of neutrality in addressing caste

he interim stay by the

Supreme Court on the

UGC Promotion of

Equity in Higher
Education Institutions Regulation,
2026, as reported by the Supreme
Court Observer, arrives at a pivotal
moment. These regulations
emerged from Abeda Salim Tadvi v
Union of India, a pending case
before the Supreme Court
concerning caste-based
discrimination and student
suicides in higher educational
institutions. The case highlights
institutional failures in creating an
equal and inclusive learning space.

When discussing caste
discrimination in higher
education, it is essential to clarify
what is being addressed. The 2026
regulations under 3(c) define
“caste-based discrimination” as

discrimination based on caste or
tribe against members of the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward
Classes. This specificity is not
exclusionary; rather, it is
necessary to recognise caste as a
continuing structure of
marginalisation rather than
isolated incidents.

Why neutrality fails

The definition has been criticised
for excluding ‘general category’
students, with suggestions to
adopt a caste-neutral definition
that includes them, in line with
Article 14 of the Constitution,
which guarantees equality before
the law. However, this reasoning
misunderstands both how caste
discrimination operates in
practice and how equality is
understood under the
Constitution.

The Constitution does not
mandate an abstract,
one-size-fits-all neutrality. Article
15 not only prohlblts
discri but also empi S
‘the State to make “special
provisions” for socially and
educationally backward classes,
SCs and STs to ensure substantive
equality. Equality, in this
framework, is substantive rather
than formal.

Pri

Chau

Research Associate,
CLPR

The UGC
guidelines must
be supported by
monitoring,
regular audits,
and meaningful
oversight

Formal equality assumes that
discrimination operates
symmetrically and that all social
groups require identical
protection. However, caste
discrimination is structural,
embedded in graded hierarchies
that shape access to dignity,
resources, and institutional power.
Including “general category”
groups into a caste-neutral
definition risks collapsing this
structural inequality into a
universal grievance framework,
where systemic oppression is
equated with isolated
interpersonal bias. Such neutrality
does not expand protection; it
dilutes the law’s ability to address
caste as a system of power.

For decades, SC and ST
students have experienced social
exclusion, unequal treatment,
humiliation, and institutional bias.
In several cases, such structural
discrimination has led to mental
distress and suicides. These
realities, reflected in the pending

realities and weaken the law’s
capacity to address caste-based
exclusion in higher education.

Enforcement matters more
The equity regulations in higher
education, including a focused
definition of caste-based
discrimination, are not meant to
exclude others from protection.
Rather, they aim to create a
baseline of dignity and inclusion
for those who have historically
been excluded. This approach
aligns with Articles 14 and 15,
which allow differential treatment
to remove disadvantage and
achieve substantive equality. In a
society shaped by caste,
constitutional equality cannot be
achieved through context-blind
neutrality.

More importantly, the question
is how effectively they may
function on the ground. The
failure to address caste-based
discrimination lies largely in weak
implementation and poor

case under which the equity institutional accountability.
regulations were formulated, show Instead of diluting the scope of
that the framework is grounded in the UGC regulations, the focus
systemic concerns, not isolated should be on strengthening them
incidents. —by ensuring independent

A caste-neutral defi would mec]

flatten unequal social positions
into a formal notion of sameness
that the Constitution itself does
not endorse. Articles 14 and 15
permit differential treatment
precisely to remedy historical and
social disadvantage. Treating
caste-based oppression as
symmetrical across groups
disregards the hierarchies through
which caste operates and shifts
the focus away from structural
exclusion to abstract individual
grievances. Therefore, defining
caste-based discrimination
through historically marginalised
groups is not arbitrary. It
recognises that discrimination
operates through power
structures that advantage some
while disadvantaging others. This
is not “reverse discrimination,”
but an acknowledgement that
equality requires fairness in
practice. A caste-neutral approach
would obscure these structural

nme—bound inquiries,
transparency in outcomes, and
clear consequences for
institutional non-compliance. The
UGC guidelines must be supported
by monitoring, regular audits, and
meaningful oversight. A
framework meant to prevent
caste-based harm cannot succeed
unless institutions are made
answerable for how they respond
to discrimination in practice.
Shifting the debate away from
enforcement and towards abstract
concerns about neutrality risks
missing the core issue. For
students facing everyday
exclusion, the question is not
inclusive definitional purity, but
whether the system will respond
when discrimination occurs.
Strengthening the functioning of
the UGC framework is therefore
essential to fulfilling the
constitutional promise of equality
and dignity in higher education.

Kerala polls ignore a Gulf lifeline at risk

Kullu Thamam hides a looming disruption to remittances and livelihoods

A

theatre

forcing

to stop

STATE OF PLAY

Rejimon Kuttappan
er the State. This is a land de-

the salaries earned by sons,
husbands, brothers, and fath-
ers in the Gulf. The remittance
economy is not a side story in

Today, that same lifeline is un-
der threat. Since late Febru-
ary, the escalating Iran-U.S.-Is-
rael conflict has turned Gulf
airspace into a dangerous

and interceptors. Airports in
Dubai have been hit. Missile
debris has landed in residen-
tial areas of Manama. Au-
routes have been

into exhausting overland jour-
neys through Saudi Arabia.
Indian workers have re-
ported watching drone strikes
from their apartment win-
dows. Constant safety alerts
and sirens restrict their move-
ments. Many have been forced

on whether the leave is paid or
unpaid.

Over 2.2 million Keralites
live and work in the Gulf. Yet
this war is almost absent from
the election campaign. Neith-
er the Communist-led Left De-
mocratic Front nor the Con-
gress-led United Democratic
Front has issued any serious
policy statement on the crisis.

s Kerala heads to the
polls on April 9, a glar-
ing paradox looms ov-

of missiles, drones,

a

nues to treat the Gulf as Del-
hi's foreign policy matter,
even though it is the most crit-
ical domestic issue for the

uncomfortable truths.

First, a powerful narrative
of false reassurance has been
carefully built. In the Gulf, In-
dian businessmen with vested
interests, along with large sec-
tions of the Kerala media,
keep repeating the phrase Kul-
lu Thamam (All is well). Gulf
governments ‘announcing’ in-

tances, the second-highest
among Indian States after
Maharashtra. Yet the real sto-
1y lies in how deeply these in-
flows sustain the State. Remit-
tances account for a
staggering 17.1% of Kerala's
GDP, the highest share among
major Indian States and more

fined by migration. For than three times Maharash-
generations, lakhs of Keralite tra’s 5%. By comparison, the
families have built their national average stands at just
homes, hopes, and futures on | Kerala’s political class conti- | around 3%.

This is not just another eco-
nomic statistic. It means that
nearly one-fifth of Kerala’s en-
tire economy is directly po-

Kerala’s development; it is the | State. wered by money sent from the
story. Why has this life-and-death | Gulf. Entire towns and villag-

crisis failed to become a poll | es, real estate booms, gold
Lifeline under threat issue? The answer lies in two | sales, educational institutions,

and daily consumption all
float on these remittances.
When that lifeline falters, the
impact will not be gradual. It
will be swift and brutal.

The real shock is coming.
When companies invoke force
majeure clauses, when con-
struction projects stall, when
visa renewals freeze, and re-

thousands of Indlans

work without clarity

Companies are open-

ing no panic, and Kerala me-
dia outlets reliant on Gulf
advertising downplay the cri-
sis, focusing on safety systems
while ignoring wage cuts, food
prices, and growing fear.

But Kullu Thamam is a
dangerous half-truth. Small
business owners are strug-
gling to pay wages, parents are
worried about children’s edu-
cation, and low-paid workers

Second, currently, most fami-
lies continue to receive their
monthly remittances. As long
as the cash flows, the distant
war feels like someone else’s
problem. But this calm is de-
ceptive and dangerously so.
In 2023-24, Kerala received
$23.4 billion in inward remit-

say- | cruitment stops, the impact
will reach Kerala within
weeks. If the conflict drags on,
and all signs suggest it will,
April and subsequent months
will bring severe uncertainty.
‘When that moment arrives,
the illusion of Kullu Thamam
will collapse. Kerala’s political
leaders will realise too late
that the State’s biggest eco-
nomic crisis was unfolding in
plain sight while they were bu-

ly warning workers that salar- | are facing sharply higher pric- | sy with seat-sharing and per-
ies will be delayed, halved, or | es for Indian vegetables dueto | sonal attacks.

withheld until the crisis ends. | disrupted supply routes. The Keralites in the Gulf are
Recently hired workers are al- not just a diaspora to be cele-
so being terminated. llusion of calm brated at NRK events and air-

port welcomes. They are the
backbone of Kerala’s econo-
my. Their crisis is Kerala’s cri-
sis. This election is the time to
acknowledge that reality, be-
fore it is too late.

Rejimon Kuttappan is a labour migrant
rights expert

Amid welfare piich, Kerala ranks highest in most indicators

The growing economy has outperformed other States in social, educational, and health parameters

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis

erala is set to hold its Le-
K gislative Assembly elec-

tions on April 9, and the
results will be announced on May
3. The stage is set for a tight com-
petition between the incumbent
Left Democratic Front (LDF) and
the United Democratic Front
(UDF), with the NDA trying to
make inroads into the State’s As-
sembly constituencies this year.

The three competing political
fronts have released election ma-
nifestos which bet heavily on wel-
fare via pensions. An analysis of
key indicators shows that Kerala
fares better than most in several
indicators spanning health, econo-
my, and education.

Table 1 shows Kerala’s ranking
among other States in select eco-
nomic indicators and its actual va-
lue as per the latest year. Kerala
has demonstrated solid economic
growth over the past decade, and
ranked seventh among 23 States in
per capita net State domestic pro-
duct.

Data shows that economic deve-
lopment permeates Kerala’s rural
population as well. The average
daily wage rate in the State is ¥868,
the highest among all States.

The State also ranks second
among others in terms of Human
Development Index (HDI), which
takes health, education, and stan-
dard of living into account.

Table 2 shows Kerala’s rank
across various health indicators.
As per data from the National Fa-
mily Health Survey for 2021-22,
Kerala recorded an Infant Mortali-
ty Rate of 4.4, the lowest in India.
The nationwide average was near-
ly eight times this figure, 35.2. Ker-
ala also recorded the lowest Mater-
nal Mortality Ratio in the country.

The State recorded low shares
of women aged 15-19 who have be-
gun childbearing. About 93% of
surveyed women in Kerala also

o

have access to hygienic methods of
menstrual protection. When it
comes to children, only about 78%
of Kerala’s child population have
received all basic vaccinations,
ranking 12th out of 29 States. Ho-
wever, it has the second-lowest
share of children aged 0-5 years
whose growth is stunted, closely
following Sikkim.

Kerala is also a frontrunner
when it comes to education-relat-
ed indicators (Table 3). The State
ranks among the top-performing
States for the Adjusted Net Enrol-
ment Rate (ANER) in elementary
education (%). This indicator, as
per the World Bank, refers to the
number of pupils of the school-age
group for primary education, en-
rolled either in primary or secon-
dary education as a share of the to-
tal population in that age group.

Similarly, the State’s Gross en-
rolment ratio in higher secondary
is higher than the all-India average
of 57.6%. It is one of the top three
States for this indicator. GER refers
to total enrolment in a particular
level of school education, regard-
less of age, as a share of the popu-
lation of the official age group for a
given level of school education.

With a ratio of 1.44, the State
ranks first among 29 States on the
Gender Parity Index in education
(GPI). The indicator is the ratio of
female to male students enrolled
at a specific level of education.

The State is among the top-per-
forming States for infrastructure
indicators (Table 4). As per data,
the share of urban households liv-
ing in kachha houses in the State is
null, less than the country’s aver-
age of 0.9%. It ranks second
among 28 States with respect to In-
ternet teledensity in rural areas.

But Kerala lagged a little behind
on environment-related indica-
tors. The State was among the top
10 States that generated high
amounts of plastic waste per thou-
sand population. It was also one of
the top nine States in terms of per
capita fossil fuel consumption.
(With inputs from Devyanshi Biha-

ni)
»

Report
card

The data for the tables
were sourced from the
National Family Health
Survey (2021-22) and
the NIT| Aayog SDG
India Index (2023-24)

TABLE 1: Kerala’s values and ranks in terms of Human Development Index and

economic indicators

Indicator

Kerala's

value

Kerala’s
rank

Top States/U.T.s

Human Development Goa (0.862), Kerala (0.86),
Index (2023) i85 Zoutaf2s | 032 Delhi (0.837)

Per Capita net Delhi (4,93,024), Telangana
domestic product (3) | 08338 | Toutof23 | 205324 | (407 o)y arnataka (3,80,906)
Average daily wage Kerala (868.7), T (573.2),
ratesinruralareas(z) | 2687 | loutofls 398 Himachal Pradesh (516)

TABLE 2: Kerala’s values and ranks across various indicators related to health
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FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 8, 1976
“City within city” in
Government Estate

Madras, April 7: The Madras Metropolitan
Development Authority is likely to take up
special projects like development of a city centre
in the Government Estate on Anna Salai and a
commercial centre abutting the Quaide Millat
College for women.

Draft proposals for these areas are ready and
are being forwarded to the Tamil Nadu
Government for its consideration.

It is proposed to develop the area inside
Government Estate (27 hectares) in a big way as
ashopping and office complex.

At present, this location is cluttered by
miscellaneous uses and lends itself for

There will be business and commercial offices
facing Anna Salai and Wallajah Road with a city
centre complex built around Rajaji Hall and
Kalaivanar Arangam. Residential
accommodation will also be provided to make
this area a “city within a city”. Details are being

Itis proposed to prohibit location of cinemas
and other similar uses which generate peak
pedestrian flows three or four times a day on the

Indicator Kerala's rank

(out of 29)
Share of women aged 15-19 who have 7 L % Uttarakhand (2.4%), Kerala (2.4%),
begun chil ing (%) T S Goa (2.7%)
Infant mortality rate 44 1 352 Kerala (4.4), Goa (5.6), Sikkim (11.2)
Share of population with unimproved N Mizoram (0.1%), Kerala (0.2%6),
sanitation facility (%) 2z 2 190% Sikkim (0.3%)
Share of children aged 0-5 years whose — . s Sikkim (22%), Kerala (23%),
growth is stunted (%) Manipur (23%)
Share of children with all basic vaccinations |  78% 12 1% Odisha (91%), T-N. (89%), H.P. (89%)
Women using a hygienic method of :
iienistrualprotertion () 93.3% 6 77.6% | T.N. (98.4%), Delhi (97.1%), Goa (96.8%) worked out.
Maternal Mortality Ratio (per 1,00,000 live W 3 o Kerala (19), Maharashtra (33),
births) Telangana (43)
Households with at least one member _—y o it Rajasthan (87.8%), A.P. (80.2%),
covered by a health scheme (%) Goa (73.1%)

TABLE 3: Kerala's values and ranks across various indicators related to education

Indicator -

Share of women (aged 15-49) who Kerala (0.8%), Mizoram (5.3%),
have done no schooling (%) 0.8% N 22.6% Goa (5.5%

Share of men (aged 15-49) who have o N o Kerala (2.3%), Goa (3.2%),

done no schooling (%) - 3 Mizoram (3.4%),

Drop out rate (%) 55% 6 12.6% Manipur (1.3), H.P. (1.5), T.N. (4.5)
Adjusted Net Enrolment Rate (ANER) o x

in elementary education (%) 100% 1 96.5% Multiple States (100%)

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher X .

secondary (%) 85% 3 57.6% Delhi (94.9%), H.P. (94.1%), Kerala (85%)
Gender Parity Index (GPI) for higher

edlication 144 1 N/A Kerala (1.44), H.P. (1.33), Nagaland (1.28)

TABLE 4: Kerala's values and ranks across various indicators related to environment and infrastructure

Indicator Kerala's
rank
Plastic waste generated per 1,000 339 100utof23 304 Goa (18.93), Delhi (16.9),
Telangana (12.57)
o] o Haryana (341.95), Gujarat (339.23),
Per capita fossil fuel consumption (inkg.) | 19161 9outof21 166.43 Winachal Pradeh (a7178)
Percentage of urban households living in Kerala (0%), Haryana (0.2%),
kachha houses (%) o Loutel23 02 %)
Internet subscribers per 100 population in Goa (174.98), Kerala (160.19),
rural areas T SEEE £ Sikkim (104.35)

western side of the road. Since the city centre
will be coming up, the planners feel that it is
necessary to ensure a very high level of
architectural standard. Not only the facade of
the buildings require to be controlled but also
the bulk and shape of the buildings in the area
need to be regulated.

Being a shopping centre it is proposed to
permit arcaded verandahs of approved design
which would be three metres wide within the
front area.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 8, 1926
Baron Rothschild fined

A special correspondent to “The Times of India™
cables from Naples:—

Baron Maurice de Rothschild, it is stated, has
been fined 370,000 lire (about £3,700) and
Ettore Pisani and Alfredo Campanelli, two
commission men, have been fined 120,000 lire
(about £1,200) each for violating the law
prohibiting the export of works of art without
permission.

It is stated that in conjunction, they exported
the famous statue “Mother of Venus.”
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Crops damaged due Flights cancelled by UK’s cap on interest Number of weeks for ~ The share of women
to unseasonal rains Indian carriers to West rates for student loans  which TRP reporting  in the electoral roll
in Maharashtra Asia since war began  from September 2026  has been withheld of Assam
in lakh hectares. Over in per cent. Britain said on Tuesday The government has extended for in per cent.
b4 hailstorms have 9 flights millions of student loans at 6 per reporting of Television Rating Points 4 equal their

damaged crops on more than 2.05 lakh
hectares of land in Maharashtra, officials
from the agriculture department said on
Tuesday. According to preliminary
estimates, crops on 1.22 lakh hectares
were damaged in the second half of March,
and 82,704 hectares in early April. #ri

by Indian carriers to West Asia have been
cancelled since the war broke out in the
region, a senior civil aviation ministry
official said on Tuesday. Flights to West
Asia by Indian carriers have come down to
around 80-90, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Civil Aviation, Asangba Chuba Ao, said. r1i

cent from September 2026, saying conflict
in West Asia risked pushing up inflation
and sharply increasing borrowing cost. The
student loan system in England and Wales
has drawn criticism and Prime Minister
Keir Starmer had said that he would look
at ways to make it fairer. reuters

(TRPs) for TV news channels to “curb
display of sensationalism and speculative
content” amidst the West Asia conflict. The
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
had on March 6 issued the first directive to
Broadcast Audience Research Council to
withhold reporting of the TRPs. 11

male counterparts in the electoral rolls of
Assam and outnumber them in 16 out of
the 35 districts, but they constitute a mere
59 out of the 722 candidates in the fray for
the Assembly polls. Women outnumber
men in campaign rallies and meetings. eni
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATATEAM
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On India’s updated climate pledges

India’s announcement of its revised Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris Agreement prompts scrutiny of its existing climate mitigation

actions and the need to factor in the country’s developmental costs alongside those of meeting its climate commitments

ndia’s announcement of its revised
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris
Agreement — the term applied to
the mitigation and other climate action
targets that countries voluntarily commit
to under the agreement — represents a
considered step forward when India’s
energy and development policies are
encountering serious headwinds. It is
clear that the government has opted for
continuity and incremental advance with
respect to India’s earlier NDCs. It is also
clearly confident that its commitments
will nevertheless be more than adequate
in relation to its equitable share of global
climate action, in keeping with climate
justice and within its expected
commitments as a developing nation.

Three climate goals

As the press communique after the
Cabinet approval of the updated NDCs
noted, there are three specific
enhancements that have been committed.
The first is an increase in the reduction of
emissions intensity of its GDP, from 45%
below 2005 levels by 2030 to 47% below
2005 levels by 2035. The second is
ensuring that 60% of installed capacity
for power generation is from non-fossil
fuel sources, while the third is the
enhancement of forest and tree cover
carbon sinks to 3.5 - 4 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent above 2005
levels.

India’s climate policies are best
understood in the context of its structural
constraints as a lower middle income
developing country, that determine its
available choices for climate action. Over
the last three decades, these constraints
have not substantially changed, which is
also why India continues to insist on the
relevance of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). But apart from these,
given the structure of the Paris
Agreement that requires renewed and
enhanced commitments to climate
mitigation every five years, short-term
considerations have also begun to have a
considerable weight in the formulation of
the NDCs. The rapid deterioration of the
global environment for climate action
over the last year has undoubtedly
brought this issue to the fore.

Enthusiasm for climate action
Structural constraints have not, however,
dampened enthusiasm for climate action
in India, both at the level of the Centre
and the State governments. There is a
considerable range of activities designed
to set India on the path to low-carbon
development, drawing significant public
and private sector efforts and resources,
including electric vehicles, enhancement
of energy efficiency, promotion and
deployment of non-fossil fuel sources of
electricity generation, new technologies
such as green hydrogen and more
recently, the active promotion of carbon
capture and storage efforts.

But given India’s developmental levels
today, it is clearly premature for India to
convert all such efforts into the
significantly more onerous and
accountable commitments that are the
NDCs, the progress towards which is to be
reported every two years in the Biennial
Transparency Report (BTR) to the
UNFCCC.

A section of global and domestic public
opinion has raised the issue of the

»

adequacy of India’s NDCs relative to a
global temperature goal of 1.5 degree
warming above pre-industrial levels (the
more ambitious part of the Paris
Agreement’s goals). Some have
downplayed the new targets, one
commentator going so far as to call it “a
walk in the park”. Others call for
increased generation from renewables as
the metric and not installed capacity.
Even some sections of opinion that have
welcomed the NDCs, appear nevertheless
to be uncertain on whether these new
commitments are genuinely the best that
India can make at this time.

The cost of going green

All the above variants of the “India can
(must) do more argument” ignore some
critical realities that contextualise India’s
climate actions. Given that India’s natural
energy source is overwhelmingly coal, it
is inaccurate to view improvements in
emissions efficiency of GDP and the

COIT ding bending of its emissi:
trajectory as a “natural” corollary of
India’s growth story. Priority to electricity
from renewable sources comes with
significant costs, including backing down
readily available and often cheaper or
comparably priced coal-based thermal
power, further tilting a playing field that
privileges renewable energy to sustain
our climate commitments.

Renewable energy (RE) projects
including utility scale battery storage have
begun to make their appearance in India’s
power sector. But the corresponding
scaling up of India’s battery storage
capacity, required for ensuring the
stability of generation even from the
proposed 2030 RE targets will run into a
few trillion rupees at least. Part of such
expansion would have to be funded by
the government, deploying resources that
would have been utilised in other sectors.
At the very least, the deployment of such
large-scale battery systems is not
immediately feasible. The most globally

widespread option of energy storage in
reverse pumped hydropower systems,
has very limited scope in India at present.
Additionally, environmental concerns,
and water needs for competing uses such
as irrigation, as well as the regulatory
challenges faced by all large hydro
projects are likely to preclude any rapid
expansion.

Optimistic RE projections, not only in
India but even globally, have run into the
lack of transmission capacity and the
challenges of grid balancing, with the
associated costs often omitted when
referring to the cost-effectiveness of RE
power.

Since, for India, coal is the mainstay of
power generation when solar and wind
cease, unlike the large-scale gas and
hydro available elsewhere, the full
utilisation of the available RE capacity will
inevitably have to be “curtailed”, while
adding to the operation and maintenance
costs for thermal power operated in this
cyclical fashion. These add further to the
true cost that India bears for the pursuit
ofits climate commitments.

Improving energy efficiency in other
sectors is also being pursued vigorously,
including the introduction of mandatory
emissions intensity targets in key
industries. The early ramp up of electric
vehicles, while the jump from BSIV to
BSVI vehicle emissions standards was just
coming into place, was another leap-frog
moment, whose cost to the economy
must not be underestimated. Since the
26th Conference of Parties of the United
Nations Framework on Climate Change at
Glasgow, every Central government
budget has seen a range of initiatives and
resource commitment across various
aspects of climate mitigation. Indeed, a
major knowledge gap today is that while
future costs of increased mitigation action
are routinely calculated, the cost burden
attached to India’s mitigation initiatives
undertaken so far, in the absence of any
significant climate finance, have yet to be

Adrone view of solar panels and the NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation) power plant in Solapur, Maharashtra. REUTERS

estimated in a reliable manner.
A ing for India’s 1 1
future

At a more over-arching level, India’s
mitigation challenge cannot be based on a
simple extrapolation of the current
structural features and trends of its
economy.

India’s developmental future needs
room for further large-scale growth in
manufacturing and industry, expansion in
the provision of goods and services to its
population at adequate levels beyond the
minimum, and an urban transition that
has only just begun. In this context, the
“India can do more” arguments that rely
on such extrapolation of economic trends
and the persistence of current structural
features, miss the urgent need to hedge
India’s developmental future.

India cannot commit its NDCs to
preserving the Paris Agreement goal of
limiting global temperature increase to 1.5
degrees above pre-industrial levels, when
the goal is rapidly slipping out of reach.
This a trend that India cannot reverse,
given that its per capita emissions are a
third of the global average. Even
otherwise, under the voluntary emissions
reduction NDCs of the Paris Agreement,
the benefits of India’s reduction in
emissions below any business-as-usual
baseline, are distributed primarily to the
big emitters globally, due to their
inadequate efforts, and proportionately
less to India, especially when the largest
historical emitter has walked out of all
climate treaties and seeks to dismantle
climate action both at home and abroad

India’s climate commitments have to
be strategic and circumspect, while its
NDCs are formulated in informed
self-awareness of its, to use the language
of the Paris Agreement, “national
circumstances.”

(T. Jayaraman is with the National Institute
of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru. Views
expressed are personal.)

THE GIST
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India’s climate policies are best
understood in the context of its
structural constraints as a
lower middle-income
developing country, which
shape its choices for climate
action.

v

The country has implemented
several decarbonisation
initiatives, including electric
vehicles, deployment of
non-fossil fuel power sources,
and technologies such as green
hydrogen.

v

However, India needs room for
further large-scale growth in
manufacturing and industry,
which must be factored in
alongside the future costs of its
climate commitments.
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United Nations peacekeepers with the UN Interim Force in Lebanon drive past firefighters clearing the road at the site of an overnight Israeli airstrike in the area of Naqoura in southern Lebanon on March 27. AFp

Talking peace: why mediation still
matters in a world at war

With the war in West Asia in its second month, discussions on mediation have gained prominence. History is replete with instances of mediation,

with individuals and states helping conflicting parties reach agreement, alongside the development of international conventions

Dhananjay Tripathi
Tabshir Shams

onflict resolution is an integral

component of international

relations, both in the academic

and general sense. With the war
in West Asia entering its second month,
discussions around mediation have
gained prominence. A significant section
of the international community is keen on
bringing a resolution to end this war.
Although the possibility of mediation in
the Iran conflict is shrouded in ambiguity,
the debate intensified following reports
suggesting a potential role for Pakistan.
Without delving into the specifics of
Pakistan’s involvement, which still remain
unclear, it is more useful to examine what
mediation is and why it continues to be a
relevant and effective tool for conflict
resolution.

Understanding mediation

Mediation has deep historical roots, with
one of the earliest recorded instances
dating back nearly 4000 years, when the
Sumerian king Mesilim mediated a
dispute between the city-states of Lagash
and Umma. Despite its long history,
mediation remains a complex process,
and scholars have offered diverse
perspectives on its dynamics. One of the
‘most influential contributions is by Jacob
Bercovitch, who developed the
Contingency Model of mediation. Based
on empirical research, he argued that the
success of mediation depends on multiple
factors, like the nature of the parties, the
characteristics of the dispute, and the role
and capabilities of the mediator. He
emphasised that effective mediators must
possess credibility as well as personal
attributes such as c¢ ication skills,

resolution, particularly when parties face
a ‘Mutually Hurting Stalemate’. The
Lancaster House Agreement (1979), which
led to Zimbabwe’s independence,
illustrates this dynamic, as negotiations
occurred when all parties had reached
such a stal Additionally, the

strengthened the role of mediation
through General Assembly Resolution
65/283 (2011), which emphasises its
importance in conflict prevention and
resolution and calls for enhanced
mediation capacity. This was

compl d by the UN Guidance for

concept of biased mediation challenges
the assumption of neutrality. It suggests
that mediators can be effective precisely
because of their power and leverage,
enabling them to offer incentives or exert
pressure on conflicting parties to reach an
agreement.

Legal position on mediation

The Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907,
which led to the adoption of the Pacific
Settlement of International Disputes,
marked a significant step in the
development of mediation as a diplomatic
practice. They promoted the peaceful
resolution of conflicts by encouraging the
use of mediation, good offices, and
arbitration, and by legitimising
third-party involvement in disputes. The
conventions also established the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA),
providing an institutional mechanism for
arbitration. While they did not fully codify
mediation as binding international law,
they laid the normative and institutional
groundwork that later influenced the
dispute resolution frameworks of the
League of Nations and the United Nations.

Effective Mediation (2012), which outlines
key principles, including preparedness,
consent, impartiality, inclusivity, national
ownership, coordination, and the need
for implementable agreements. In
practice, the UN and its affiliated actors
have facilitated numerous mediation
efforts across conflicts worldwide.
Additionally, since 1948, the UN has
undertaken over 70 peacekeeping
missions, with around a dozen active
operations in recent years, often working
alongside mediation initiatives to
‘maintain international peace and
security.

Instances of mediation

There are several good examples of
individuals and states playing an
important role in mediation; however,
success relates to their stature. For
instance, Kofi Annan’s mediation in Kenya
in 2008 helped prevent further instability
and led to a power-sharing agreement.
Mediation at times, opens channels of
communication that are often absent
during conflict, as seen in Norway’s role
in facilitating the Oslo backchannel

The United Nations k

ions between Israel and Palestine.

provides important principles an
guidance for mediation, particularly
through the UN Charter, which
emphasises the peaceful settlement of
disputes, and through various resolutions
supporting mediation practices. Chapter
VI of the UN Charter provides the

fi k for the peaceful settlement of

intelligence, and patience.

Another major contribution is by I.
William Zartman, who introduced the
‘theory of Ripeness’. According to
Zartman, mediation becomes effective
only when a conflict is “ripe” for

disputes. Article 33 explicitly calls upon
parties to resolve disputes through
peaceful means such as negotiation,
mediation, conciliation, arbitration,
judicial settlement, or other agreed
methods. The United Nations has further

Mediation also creates political space
for negotiation, witnessed in the Camp
David Accords (1978), where the U.S.
suceeded in bringing Egypt and Israel
together, despite deep hostility. It can
reshape perceptions of conflict, as in the
Colombian Peace Process (2016), where
political solutions gained prominence
over military approaches.

Furthermore, mediation helps manage
time and information, as evidenced by
the tightly controlled U.S.-led negotiations
of the Dayton Agreement (1995) in Bosnia.
Mediation also relates to trust between

parties, as demonstrated in the Good
Friday Agreement (1998), mediated by
former U.S. senator George Mitchell.
Finally, mediation provides opportunities
for face-saving, allowing conflicting
parties to enter negotiations without
appearing weak, which is often critical for
successful conflict resolution.

On the West Asian crisis

Drawing on the theoretical insights of
Bercovitch and Zartman, it can be argued
that while media reports suggest that
Islamabad may serve as a venue for
dialogue between the U.S. and Iran, this
should not be interpreted as Pakistan
playing the sole mediatory role. Mediation
processes in international conflicts are
often multi-layered, involving several
actors and countries like Turkiye and
Egypt are also reportedly engaged in
facilitating dialogue.

Moreover, Pakistan’s close strategic ties
with the United States may limit its
credibility as a neutral mediator in the
eyes of Iran. Instead, Iran is likely to
prefer a relatively more independent and
influential actor. In this context, China
emerges as a strong choice for Iran. As a
major importer of Iranian oil and a
country with significant economic
investments in Iran, China holds
considerable leverage. It also facilitated
the 2023 rapprochement between Iran
and Saudi Arabia, that adds to its
credibility as a mediator.

Additionally, China’s consistent
anti-war stance and its broader economic
and political influence in international
affairs, position it as a capable and
acceptable intermediary. An early
resolution of the conflict is desirable.
However, all will depend on the strategic
calculation of the U.S. and Iran and their
willingness to engage in meaningful
dialogue.

(Dhananjay Tripathi is an Associate
Professor, and Tabshir Shams is pursuing
an MA, Faculty of International Relations,
South Asian University, New Delhi.)
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April 7 marked the commemoration of the genocide that occurred in Rwanda in 1994.
Here is a quiz on the events leading to that grim chapter in the country’s history

Mohammed Hidhayat

A facto ruling party since 1994)
QUESTION 1 [N
Name the three ethnic groups in the QUESTION 5

East African country.

formed by exiles in Uganda emerged
victorious? (Hint: It has been the de

Media was used to sow future seeds
of violence in the final years of the

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Name of the campaign for the World Health
day in 2025. Ans: Healthy beginnings, hopeful
futures

2. Name of the summit being held in Lyon from April 5
to 7, 2026. Ans: One Health summit

3. The theme of the Global Forum of WHO Collaborating

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning and origin of the
expression “Hobson's choice”? (S.
Balasubrahmanian, Chennai)

Thomas Hobson (1544-1631) owned a
stable in Cambridge, England. He used to
rent horses to people who required them.
Hobson was a very methodical man. He
insisted that all his horses be exercised in
regular rotation. When he rented a horse
to someone, he made sure that the same
horse wasn’t rented out again before the
others had done their job. When a horse
that had been rented was returned to
him, it was placed at the back of the line.
This was Hobson's way of ensuring that all
horses did an equal amount of work. The
horse that was next in line to be rented
out was placed near the stable door.
‘When a customer came to hire a horse,
he was asked to take the horse nearest the
stable door. If the customer was not
satisfied with the horse and wanted
another one, he was told that he could
either take the horse that had been
offered to him or none at all. In other
words, the person who wanted to rent a
horse had no choice at all. And that's
what the expression “Hobson's choice”
means: no choice at all. You can take what
you are offered or nothing at all. Here are
a few examples:

Venkatesh didn’t really want to stay in
that particular hotel, but it was a case of
Hobson’s choice. All the other hotels were
full.

If you want a cream coloured shirt, I
am afraid it’s Hobson’s choice. We have
only one at the moment.

Is it O.K. to say, “I, along with them,
am going to school”? (S. Balaji,
Parangi Pettai, T.N.)

The usual rule is when phrases/clauses
are introduced by constructions like “as
well as”, “along with”, or “in addition to0”,
the verb that follows is determined by the
noun that precedes these constructions. If
the noun that precedes them is singular,
then the verb is singular too. In other
‘words, such constructions do not
function like “and”. Here are a few
examples:

Murali, as well as his three sisters, is
studying at Geethanjali. (Murali is
studying at Geethanjali).

The children, in addition to their
father, are watching the movie. (The
children are watching the movie).

So, itis O.K. to say, “1, along with my
brothers, am going to school”.

What is the meaning of “body
1 ? (A. Umar, K

T.N.)

Did our cricket players in Australia look
happy? They looked a pretty dejected lot,
didn’t they? How did you know they were
dejected? Their shoulders drooped, they
walked rather slowly, there was no smile
on their faces.... You get the point, don’t
you? That’s what body language is. It's a
way of showing your emotions or feelings
to other people through your body.

Is it O.K. to qualify the word
“integrity” with words like
“highest”? (P. Unnikrishnan,
Udyogamandal)
Yes, it is. Here are some examples from
dictionaries:

My husband was a man of the highest
integrity. (Collins Cobuild).
Published in The Hindu on March 21,
2000

Word of the day

Furtive:
marked by quiet, caution and secrecy

+

A

QUESTION 2

These groups share a common
ethno-linguistic background. What
language family do they belong to?
A

internal war. State-owned

provided initial support
to Radio RTLM, a private
Hutu-owned station, which spread
hate propaganda against the Tutsis,
characterising them as subhuman.
Before independence, Rwanda Fill in the blank with the name of
(ruled by a Tutsi monarchy) was the radio station.
colonised by which two European [N

Centres, which being held from April 7 to 9, 2026.
Ans: Collaborating for a Healthier Future

4. The theme for this year's World Health Day. Ans:
Together for health; Stand with science

5. The WHO Western Pacific Regional Office (WPRO)
developed and publish the regional guidance
document Responding to outbreaks of
antimicrobial-resistant pathogens in healthcare
facilities: guidance for the Western Pacific Region, in

Synonyms: sneaky, stealthy, surreptitious

U Sage: Heslipped a furtive look at the
document on the table.

Pronunciation: https:/newsth.live/

QUESTION 3 mh5BOX/furtive

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /v

powers, both of whom formalised QUESTION 6 collaboration with this institute. Ans: Doherty
ethnic divisions? An assassination on April 6 set off Institute at the University of Melbourne N
A the genocide. Hutu extremists Visual: This institute has been supporting WHO's work

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

QUESTION 4
The long-standing tension between
the majority Hutus and minority

on obesity prevention, nutrition, and physical activity,
and since this year. Ans: Leibniz Institute for

i and Epil i since 2016
Early birds: Tamal Biswas |Arun Kumar Singh |
Ambarin Aslam | Jinsha Fathima | Abhay Krishnan

H : » one
oo

blamed Tutsi rebels (a claim still
disputed) and launched a
coordinated campaign of violence.
Tutsis escalated into a civil war in Identify the designations of the two
1990. Which Tutsi rebel group leaders killed in the plane attack.

»

Visual Question: Many exiled Tutsis had served in the
guerilla force, National Resistance Army, that overthrew
Uganda's government in 1986. Name the Ugandan leader
who has remained in power since then. AFp
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

EC failed Bengal voters,
SCshould look again

NSEPTENBER lastyear, whenthe Election Com.mxsslon of

forBiharafter:

exercise, ‘were
put torest. Nudged' by the! Supreme Court, the poll body re-

leasedahstmw i it
ion. Tt theEC

had learnt its lessons — that future Special Intensive Revisions
would be routine exercises in electoral hygiene. That hope has
been belied in West Bengal. What has unfolded over the past
three-and-a-half months is a troubling story of mass deletions,
procedural opacity, and a system that, flying in the face of due
process, shifted the burden of proof onto the very citizens it is
meant to enfranchise. The numbers are stark. When the SIR
began in December, West Bengal had 766 croreregistered voters.
Theroll frozen on Monday listsonly 6.77 crore—a fall of 1162 per
cent. Of the more than 60 lakh whose eligibility was under ad-
judication since February, as many as 27,16,393 — more than 45
per cent — will have no say in the Assembly elections. Most of
themhad Democracy
rests onthe meatha( every cmzen has an equal right to choose
That beer

Y&s these 2/ lakh citizens have a right to appeal But the ap-
pellate; whenelecti The
wmdow for redressal is too narrow, the machinery too over-
whelmed, and asthi
leftinthelurchby: ies. It theSC'sin-

In Delhi’s supportfor Arab Gulf, arcturn
of the Bombay school of thought

e

RAJAMANDALA
CRAJA MOHAN

'THER THE Iran war
escalates intoa more dev-
astating confrontation or
cools into a diplomatic
modethisweek, onefactis

now beyond dispute: The Gulf has moved
decisively to the very top of India’s strategic
priorities. Geography alone should have
madethishappen longago TheGulﬁs nota

hebirthofthe “Great Game”,

contest between Britain and its European
rivalsfori itorial arc
from the Levant to the Hindu Kush. Out of
thiscrucible emerged two distinct strategic
visions. Both saw the need for defending
India well beyond its territorial borders.
They diverged on questions of geographic
focus and policy instruments.

‘The Bombay School, shaped by the com-
mercial dynamism of the emerging Parsi
and Guijarati capitalists operating in the
spacecreated bytheempire in western India
andthe Arabian Sea, saw India’s security be-
ginning at sea. Its leading figures — John
Malcolm and Mountstuart Elphinstone —
viewed Persiaand Arabiaasthe natural outer
ring of India’s defence.

Their instincts were outward-looking
and mannme Malcolm'searly19th-century

distant theatre; iti ‘Tehran sought to anchor Persia
bourhood, separated only by a narrow inaBritish-] Indlan orbitthrough diplomacy
stretch of waterand tied and trads of Bom-
1k thd ic, social,and bay, the East India Company’s
ties. Indi; warsug-  naval presence in the Persian Gulf and con-
gests that Delhi will no longer treat the Gulf i Arab

asaperipheral region.
The Gulf’s new centrality also rev1ves

coastal principalities — the entities that
would later become the Trucial States. For

anolder debate in modern

imagination — the contest between the
so-called “Bombay School” and “Lud-
hiana School”. The terms may sound
strange to contemporary ears, but they
capture two enduring ways of thinking
about India’s geopulmcs

tervention question

ofinclusion. The Courtdid engage Itallowed mbuna]s[oaccep!

‘Thestor helate18th century,
when the Bnush Raj, newly ascendant in
the adramatic

fresh documents. But its Monday decision is. ing. Its
reasoning —“Appellate authorities will formulate a fair proce-
dure...That may take a month, that may take even 60 days. We
cannot, on that contemplation, som
were earlier mapped” — gives the EC the benefit uf the, duubL It
is, ineffect, the Court’s virtual i

inthiselectoral cycle.
‘Thisisadeparture from the Court’sown Biharstandard, where
u pushed the C owards Y, it

1
djustifyitsdeletions. In Bengal, that i in

was absent when it mattered most. The EC hasa storied record
of reaching out to every voter, of erring on the side of inclusion.
In West Bengal, with a process skewed against the voter and

ill thetoric of illegal i lakhs fear disen-
franchisement. Everyvahd voterdeleted fromtheroll, everyone
whonow! ing machinery of redressal,
isablotonthe poll panel 'srecord. The SChasalways been the last
line of defence for the citizen's franchise. That role is not dimin-
ishedbyafrozenrolloranelectoral calendar. The Court needsto
look again, not to reopen a process, but to ensure that no eligible
citizen loses her vote because of institutional failure.

A conviction, areckoning
in Tamil Nadu

MONG THE several tragedies and tales of suffering
duringthe pandemic years, the killing of P Jayarajand
his son Benicks in police custody in Sattankulam,
“Tamil Nadu, inJune2020, stood out. Their deaths were
notaresult of the virus but rathera culrure of violence and im-
pumrythat untry’s
mmmu. i iX ionof

.theconvi

and will, hopefully, provide a measure of closuretothe vxcnms
families. It should also be adeeper

Jayaraj was picked u ide hisshop forallegedly violating
Covid curfew rules (the CBI later found this charge to be false).
Benicks went to inquire about his father a day later, and he, too,

detained. Both men ed
to their injuries. The case, handed over to the CBL, became a test
for the justice system vis-a-vis police impunity. Tamil Nadu ac-
counts for the highest number of custodial deaths (judicial and
police custody) among the southern states (490 between 2016
and 2022). Several other states, lncludmg Uttar Pradesh Bihar
and Raj; Jaya-
raj and Benicks' deaths, abhorrent in themselves, are a particu-
larly chﬂ]mgexampleojarotl.ha[ runsdeep

‘The Constit

the rights of the individual and the importance of due process.
The rights under. Amcle 22 — an arrested person must bein-
formed of their
provided with legal counsel — were expanded by the Supreme
Courtin D KBasu vStateof West Bengal (1997). Tt laid down man-
datory procedures to prevent custodial torture. Judicial magis-
trates are the ﬁ.rst and arguably the most Jmpnrmn[ line of de-
fence. Tt Hi

ulam klIlm@ as with many others, these guardrails fell short.
Thi; thebestintentionsand hereality
of the police station must be bridged. That, in the long run, can
turna policing system into one that serves the cause of justice.

Amarkonspeed gunis
only the beginning

SHOK SHARMAS first training ground wasa comdor

is house in Rampura, 8O ki Jai-

pur. He only wanted to hit his elder brother, Akshay,

rd. When he got the ball in school cricket, batsmen

l.usage ran away Last weekend Sharma, 23, clocked 154.2kph for

Rovals. Likei PL

season, a new name got attached to a new number on the speed

gun. Not farback, there werenmuplenftmwayq — Delhi’s May-

ank Yadav J&K’s Umran Malik

crease. They could make the cricket ball fly.

harmaisnotan inIndiancricket. Jasprit Bum-

rah, Shami, and Siraj inspire young-

sters to pursue the most risky, back-breaking career choice. The

talent s from places that would st mention

the ,the
ity lay i in cuntro]lmgsea lanes shaping lit-
and projecting

the Gulf. Ports, commerce, and naval power
were its natural instruments.

European peneuauon through Cemml Asia
or them,
was the lynchpin. The defence of India
required forward fomﬁz.anons tribal mil-
itias, and political joninthehigh-
lands beyond the Indus.
The First Anglo-Afghan War (1839-42)

strategic gaze fixed on the continent. It was
the rapld rise of the oil-rich Gulf — and the

flabour, energy,
and capital — that gave unacknowledged
heft to the Bombay School.

‘Today, nearly 9 million Indian workers,
nearly$50b1].hon m annual remmanc& and

schools. The Ludhiana School prevailed in
policy, pushing the Raj into Kabul to install
afriendly ruler. The catastrophicretreat from
Afghanistan vindicated the Bombay
School’s scepticism about continental ad-
ventures. Yet the Ludhiana logic proved re-
silient. As the Raj consolidated the Punjab
and fretted aboul Russian expansion, the
LudhianaSch itself.

critical energy an ie
Indxamemncably roLheGqu '[‘hereg\on has
be
and social space. Revolutionary Iran’s con-
frontational politics after 1979 limited Delhi’s
engagement with Tehran, but the Arab Gulf
steadily assumed the centrality that Persia
once held for Malcolm and Elphinstone.
‘The revival of the Bombay School does
notmeanIndiacani

Afier1947 Pakistan inherited thistradi-
tion. Its quest for “strategic depth the
search foraprotectorate its

its northwestern marches. The enduring
hostility with Pakistan remainsreal. The task
for De|h| isnotto manume

tribal proxies, and i il

and

mentwith extremist forces all flowed from
the Ludhiana worldview. Rawalpindi’s ne-
glect of Karachi — once a vital node of the
Bombay Presidency’s maritime universe
— reflected the same landlocked world-
view. It was only China’s rise and its mari-
time ambitions that put Pakistan's coast-
line back on the strategic map.
Independent India, too, drifted toward
the Ludhiana mindset. Partitioncreated new

them — to anchor maritime India firmly in
the Gulfwhile maintaining credible military
deterrence ontheland frontier.
Meanwhile, the rise of political moder-
ation and economic openness in Arabla

tanc peontrast tolran’
theocracy and Pakistan's persistent use of re-
ligio i iolent proxi

Tnsubtlebutsi way:
the Arab Gulf’s positive po]mcal evolunon

fended. Delhi’s socialist turn dim-

offersndi veight

external shock: Napoleon’s conquest of
Egypt in1798. His ambitions in the eastern
Mediterranean and the Middle East ex-
posed the vulnerability of the Indian em-
pire’s western approaches. The result was

‘The Ludhiana School —where The anbay School saw inished theroleoftrade, ports,and  Iran. Delhi’sstrongsupport for the ArabGulf
the East India Company agents India’s security beginning at maritime strategy. The threegreat  inthe currentwaris, inessence, about there-
were located before gaining full . ty‘ eginning portcities— Bombay, Calcutta,and  turn of the Bombay School.
controlofthe Punjab—wasconti- ~ S€a.Its leadmg figures—John  Madras — ceded primacy to a
nental inorientation. Figuressuch Malcolm and Mountstuart land-centric capital. The writer is a contributing editor
as Henry Lawrence, John Law- £ — 3 Economic reformsinthe1990s on international affairs for The Indian
rence, and Claude Wade operated Elphmstt')m.e . VIewe'd Persia and the new focus on trade put the Express. He is associated with the Motwani
inaworld shaped by tribal politics, and AX abiaas t{'ne natural ‘maritime world backinthe reckon- Jadeja Institute of American Studies, Jindal
feudal forces, and shifting al-  outerringofIndia'sdefence  ing But the persistent demands of Global University and the Councilon
liances in the effort to prevent land Delhi’s Strate d Defence Research

Phule’s life and thought,
a constitutional project

S WE mark the beginning of
the bicentenary year of Ma-
- hatma Jotirao Phule, bornon
April 11, 1827, he is rightly re-

membered as a social re-

that my countrymen may take their noble
example as their guide in the emancipation
of their Sudra brethren from the trammels
of Brahmin thraldom”. This positioned
Phule as one of the earliest Indian thinkers

Whenafuneralis monetised,
deceased are denied dignity

3

DOnot hinginrecent memore
than see].ng images Ielaled to ar.'tor Rahul Aru.[mday Ba—
mec

days. Within hours of his death, this unthinkable tragedy
was turned into a “trending tOplC Cameras chased his

k former, educator, fierce critic of caste,and  to env-slon constltutlonal responses to the AN family’sgrief. They ife Priyanka,
* pioneer of women’ ion. Yet, tostop of nities. also an actor, scrutinising her grief, (u.rnmg it into content on
G there is to miss the deeper significance of His focus on equahty and equitable NILANJANA everyone's phone to be watched, dissected, and criticised.
BHASKAR his work. Phule’s life and thought can be isalsoevidentint BHOWMICK The trolls came soon after: Why is she not erying? How can
understood as a constitutional project.  toth 0f1882.Phule she be so composed? Di just smile? Whatis she wearing?In
Even ifitdid not produce alegaltext,itre-  argued for compulsory primary education thiscountry, women are watched closely eveninordinarylife;in
imagined the foundations of social order  upto the age of 12. He insisted that higher public grief, they are watched even more cruelly. And that is
on the principles of equality, dignity,and  education must be within the reach of all, exactlywhy the cameras have been following her, becauseagreat
the redistribution of power. scholar- deal of this content is aimed at provoking trolls who actually
BornintoaShudracommunity, Phuleex-  ships for those communities “amongst powerthei economy —tt tl views,
i injusti whom has made no progress”, likes, andcommems Whausmost dispiriting is how quickly so-
soclety Yet, what t 1 experience “more liberal” and proactive cial every timeatragedystrikes:
intocritique ithnewin- e i Morphed videos and pictures, people faking last moments for
tellectual resources. Reading English classic Phule’s constitutional imagination ex- views and likes, the hounding of family members, private pain
texts furnished him with a vocabulary tended o the material conditions of labour turned public and profitable. We have seen this before, when
through which he could begin to articul; life. In ryachaAsud(Cul- singer Zubeen Garg died in a similar tragic accident, and years
claimsofrights, equality, andjustice. Atrans-  tivator's Whipcord, 1883), he exposed how earller after! Sushan[ Singh Rajput’s death by suicide.
formational moment was his inati ithin the agrar- with itiesinIndia
with Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man in 1847. 1an economy. The Shud.ra farmer. he wrote, uming, butit Whatisdi ingnoy
Paine wrote that every individual pos- by and depriva- ishoy 11 d. Anditisno
scmcenain naturalrightsdueto“hisexist-  tion that even the possibility of sending his longer only the famous who are denied dignity and pnvacy in
ence”, and certain civil rights for “beinga  childrentoschoolisforeclosed. Atthesame death. Everyone, itseems, is fair
member af society™ Pame alsounderstood  time, he directed sharp criticism at colonial rewards the most voyeuristic, vulturous material by pushing it
aconstit founc uctureof ini ingthat Whi everywhere. Open the analytics on any social media app, and it
political power. A constitution is a “body of had nex(hex the urne nor the inclination to shows youwhat performswell, your content and everyoneelse’s,
elements” con[ammg me prmcl iples on i Ihec i then nudg&s you to make more of the same. And once someone
whichgo ‘What i isd itby ifficult toleaveit behind:
timate purpose of promoting “th 1 inter er umlg.m. ‘Thatsocial They keep making the kind of content that earns.
i ", Phule’s interven- i andstate i Recently, apopulaxvlngerdocumentedharmomer in-law’s
What emerg'es tions aimed at promoting the rightsofall  indifference are mutually reinforcing. He Television lastj ]oumevm detail, imageofher asthe
from Phule’s through institutional and structuralefforts: ~ identified the failure of governance to re- eroded il foroneof hervi h
Writings and Tk it d  spond ic injustice. In doing so, he ‘whatever it for her children. Why dowe need to documem everything?
interventionsis Oppressedcastes,theopeningofpublicwells  implicitly called forareorderingof state prio- shared What memory?Butthatin-
adeeper tothose deemed “untouchable”, and advo-  rities to focus on the lived conditions of the understandin stinct, to keepsome things private, held in memory, now feelsin-
L P! cacy for widow remarriage alongside a  most vulnerable. N 5 congruousw‘lth the world social media has built. The commer-
insight: That critique of child marriage. Phule passed away in 1890, but his ideas remained that lyis notnew. Indi ision media hasbeen
social Phule was also a keen observer of global i infc dia’ i ti- death dom, that for decades now. That is where this became normal-
g ituti Inhi i tutional i BRA drew ised: TV eroded whatever shared understanding remained that
hlem‘:h.y : work Gulamgiri (Slavery), 1873, he situated ~ uponhisvision: nfsocu] mnsfonnauon and dem:{lde.d death digni isnol
economic thest i jonwithin  gaveit ional somedignity. objectordefend llin the hunt for
exploitation,  atransnational history of emancipation. In y Socialmedia  TrP.Social medJa has finished me jobinits hunt for virality.
and state the preface, Phule referred to the abolition  us a renewed responsibility to confront the has finished Dearall, moved fi
indifference are of slaveryin the USand ‘_ 1 the book inui of alif thejobinits etisation. _And anyone with e'a phone can monetise tragedy —
aily eop thel T S ,a5a _ . huntfor yours, theirs, or someoneelse’s.
""um . y token of admiration for their sublime disin- Bhaskaris the author of The Foresighted =
remforcmg terested and self-sacrificing devotion” Ambedkar: ldeas Thatshaped Indian VI allty Bhowmick is the author of Lies Our Mothers
against slavery, “and with an earnest desire ional Discourse Told Us and How Not To Be A Superwoman
40 YEARS AGO Sobhrajnabbedin Goabar li him and hi d tivitiesin view of the threatened Sarbat

April 8,1986

.sm.hmj David Hall
nahbed in Goa bar

incricket icket’s

by Bamhay cops

powermap.
aren't merely bowling fast; they are crossing the 150 kph barrier.
‘Yadavhad breached the 150 kph mark, sohad Malik. Butthey
learnt that frightening pace doesn’t guarantee a regular place
even in IPL sides. Ashok Sharma’s brother Akshay, who gave up
his careersohi could have one, “Idon't
want my brother to be a one-season wonder boy.” he says. The
corridorinRampuraled toIPL's Ahmedabad franchise. Whether
it! j the
world stops tracking his speed and starts counting his wickets.

INDIAN EXPRESS ﬁ

CHARLES SOBHRAJ, the international
cnmmal whohad been Eﬂudmg acountry-
since his d
from Delhi's Tihar Jail on March 18, wasar-
rested by the Bombay police froma liquor
barinMapusa, Goa. The re-arrest proved as
dramatic as the jailbreak. A team of plain-
clothesmen grappled with the 42-year-old
convict, who attempted to whip out his re-
vaolver inadaring but futile escape attempt.

Heads likely torollin Tihar

MORE HEADS are likely torallin the Tihar
Jail admlnlstmilon asdetails about Char[es

accomplices in the next few days. Sobhraj
and the three men arrested with him, David
Hall, Ajay Singh and Dev Kumar Tyagi, are
expected to be produced in court. A team
of Delhi Police officers headed by the Crime
Branchchief, Amod Kanth, rushed to Bom-
bay armed with a production warrant from
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Subhash
Wason, to produce the four arrested men in
court by April 9.

250activists heldin Punjab

MORE THAN 250 activists of the All India
Sikh Students Federation (AISSF) and the
United Akali Dal were arrested in Punjab in

Sobhraj's i P led, as

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

kdown on militants to curb their ac-

Khalsa on April 13, Baisakhi day. The ar-
rests came in the wake of apprehensions
that militants planned to step up their ac-
tivities in the state on the eve of Baisakhi.
The state, meanwhile, passed two con-
secutive peaceful days without any unto-
ward incident.

PMspeaks on Punjab violence

THENATIONAL Integration Council, which
was specially convened to discuss the es-
calating violence in Punjab, began with an
appeal by the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,
and the Home Minister, PV Narasimha Rao,
foraconcerted effort onall fronts to root
out terrorismin Punjab.
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SIR is a test case for electoral democracy.
SC order on Bengal can affectits course

DESHKAAL
YOGENDRA YADAV

HEFINAL figure came at mid-

night: 27,16,393. The Court

order did not mention it. It

simply directed the ECI to

“publish a supplementary list

tonight”. It did not spell out what the list

was about. That was understood. One day.

a historian might record this oddity. The

ourtof India putif fap-

proval on the deletion of 27 lakh voters in

West Bengal without saying a word about

it. The order of April 6 talks about the Ap-

pellate Tribunal, its composition, its pro-

cess, its infrastructure and, thoughtfully,

about the honoraria and incidental ex-

pensesof its members, But it did not name

the act that was to be appealed against —
disenfranchisement.

ThlS was unlike other cases of larﬂe-

trators of the Constitution, a Kargil vet-
eran, a decorated soldier, serving govern-
mentofficials, scores of people with Indian
passports — all were deleted despite pro-
ducing the required documentary proofs.
Itwasalso pointed out that these deletions
had an odd pattern. One-third of all the
cases put up for ad]udlcanon were from
twoM

al ionsin the SIR on th
of death, migration or absence. This case
was about persons who had applied for in-
clusion under the SIR process and were
listed on the draft SIR rolls, but whose
names were deleted through a new and

1 jority districts. Asmany as

95 percentofthe names deleted in Nandi-
gram, for example, were Muslims.

Inthefaceofall this, the Court, ineffect,

told these 27 lakh persons: Sorry, your name

stands deleted. Now go try your luck with

hasty process widel: forlackof
procedural transparency. They had aright
to appeal. But there was no way an appeal
could be heard and decided in time for elec-
tions. As per law, voters’ lists were to be
frozen from April 7. The apex court has to
decide whether these 27 lakh names stand
deleted for this election. Or, find a way to
ensure that this does not happen, eitherby
permitting them to vote this time or by
postponing the election dates till the final
disposal of these appeals.

the Appellate Tribunals. Yes, you may not
be able to vote this time. But your right to
vote is not being taken away permanently.

The Court did not go into the dramatic
implications of this order for the coming
‘West Bengal assembly election. These 27
lakh voters translate into about 5 per cent
of theexpected voters in this elec-
tion. Last time, the TMC won 36
seats with margins of less than 5

The Courtin effect told these 27
lakh persons: Sorry, your name

ILLUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR

ship rights of the individual for entitle-
ments other than voting.

Admittedly, the Court was dealing with
a politically fraught and messy situation.
The TMC has been alleging, right from the

ingto yet another deletion of 27 lakh.

The apex court faced the unenviable
task of intervening in this messy situation.
Butinall faLmess, the Court has had more
thanaduesharein ingofthis me:
Itallowed the rewrmng of the vo[ers list
just four it per-
mitted the strange practice of issuing no-
tices to electors based on software-gener-
ated “logical discrepancies”. It watched as
the EClinvented new rulesof the game for
West Bengal. It allowed the ECIto getaway
with not publishing a machine-readable
listof deletions. It passed an extraordinary
order, using its special powers under Article
142, to bypass the statutory EROs in favour
ofahastily put-together mechanismofad-
judication that could only add to the con-
fusion. It allowed this adjudicationtogoon
fora period that would clearly impinge on
the election schedule, leaving no time or
forum for appeal. The end result is a mess
with tragic consequences.

More than the electoral outcome, this
order could affect the trajectory of electoral
democracy. The Court’s final order in the
mainSIR case (ADR and Othersvs Election
Cy ion of India), awaited since the

thatthe ECI ked to carry
out a hatchet job on behalf of the BJP:
Somehow shave off about 5 per cent of its
loyal vote bank, mostly Muslims, from the
electoral rolls. Everything the ECI has
done in the extraordinary saga of the SIR
in Bengal has lived up to this alleged
script. There was noreason to believe that
the pre-SIR voters’ list in the state was in-
flated. Bengal had 7.66 crore names, al-
most exactly the same as the 7.67 crore
adult population of the state at that time.
‘Yet, besides the exclusion of 58 lakh names
for non-submission of enumeration
forms, the ECI insisted on strict verifica-

conclusion of the hearing in January, is of
no more than academic value now (Full
disclosure: This writer is one among the
many “Other” petitionersin thiscase). The
Court has made it clear in many other re-
lated and ongoing cases that it would brook
no impediments in the path of the SIR.

More tel]mg is how the Coun has allowed

On extremism,
let’s not be
selective in our
outrage

© MaNosJHA

HE RECENT discussion in the Lok Sabha on Left-
'Wing iousand necessary. For
decades, the Indian state has grappled with insur-
gencies that challenged its authority through viol-
ence. Yet the very seriousness of that debate throws
into sharp relief a deeper, more uncomfortable question: Can a
constitutional democracy afford to be selective in its moral and
political anxieties abou[ violence? If our commitment is genu~
inelytothe! i
no. To treat violence d.lfferentjy dependmg on whe(her itis d1~
L ‘-'-‘“4 24
thatthe Constitution d ol
MaxWeberdeﬁned the state as the entity tha[clauns amon-
opolyover violence. However,
is not absolute; it is conditioned by legality :md accounmbxhry
‘When whether
Tesornto v10[ence, Lhey undermine this: monopoly Butwhilein-
surgent vig contestst fthe state, vigi-
lante violence oﬁen operates in a grey zone, implicitly drawing
legitimacy from majoritarian sentiment or political patronage.
’l'ms amblguity makes it, in many ways, more msndmus. When

theSIRin Bihar

ps take it upon th their

country, while its constitutionality was still
being adjudicated.

Thisis notjust onelegal battle, buta test
case. Today thejudiciary isthe last frontier,
me only lnsmunon thatcan prevent Indian

the

tionofall “logical c ", whichit
took lightly in other states. It ap-
pointed an army of micro-ob-
servers and roll observers from

The Court withaheapof
evidence — anecdotal, documentary, stat-
istical —to prove that these deletions were
deeply flawed. The adjudicators were not
required to look at all the documents sub-
mitted by an elector. The names of a
formerjudge, family members of the illus-

percent. Theimpact will be higher % N outside the state to double-check
thistime if? th&se deletionsarecon- stands d(,le‘ted. Nowgotry your thedraftlist prepared by the state

Thisone luck with the Appellate election officers. Apparently,
decisionofthe Courtcouldflipthe  Tribunals. Yes, youmay not be even their objections and the
election’s overall outcome. The  ghe g vote this time. But your deletion of another 7 lakh names
Court also did not seem to worry 3 i tbalntaki were not good enough for the
much about the implications of nghttovotmsno €ingtaken ECI, which conjured a list of
such a deletion, through a semi- away pemlanently another 60 lakh names that

judicial process, for the citizen-

needed further verification, lead-

velsxon ofj 1usuce whetherinthe nameof rellgwn culture,orna-
th a ofi ional trust.

India’s constitutional vision sought precisely to guard

against such breakdowns. The idea of constitutional morality,

invoked by BR Ambedkar, was meant to ensure that the spirit

of the Constitution would prevail over the impulses of the mo-

orPakistan route. The SIR casef 1

ral democracy what ADM Jabalpur was to
fundamental ngth That i 15 why the apex
court’sorderin thi

spirits of all those who cherish the hope
that the highest court will not fail the Con-
stitution and the country, which it unfor-
tunately did 50 years ago.

The writer is member, Swaraj India, and
national convenor, Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Trump’sthreats
PEPPERED WITH profanity and
religious references, Trump’s
warningto Tehran over the
Strait of Hormuz is nothing but
an impulsive provocation
(‘When Trump makes America
grate again’, IE, April 7). Being
the most powerful leader in the
world, he must realise that his
words can cause m'eparable

Jg= §
‘gh
RAGHU RAMAN

ON THE night of November 14, 1940,
hundreds of German bombers headed to-
mrdsr.he British city of Coventry. The British

ilearntofthei I
but were faced with the devil’s alternative.
They could either evacuate the city, saving
thousands of innocent civilians, or protecta
vital strategic advantage The legend holds

raid

damage. His bid to
faith reeks of sheer desperation;
it’s an admission that he has
bitten off much more than he
canchew.

S8 Paul, Nadia

Cancer’smany faces

'WHILE THE Global Burden of
Disease (GBD) data underscores
agrim reality, the crisisisas
much about structural logistics
asitisaboutclinical interven-
tion (‘Don’t overlook cancer
among children’, IE, April 7). In
India, the most significant bar-
rierisn't justlate diagnosis, but
“treatment abandonment”. Un-
like adult cancers, childhood
mali; lgnancles requlre pxolanged

that they cl
By late 1940, Bletchley Park had cracked
the Enigma cipher, accessing every signifi-
cantGennannuhtarycammumcamn The
ityielded Ultra, was
the Allies’ most precxous strategic asset,
the war by years . But
Ul i i :Ttcould
only be deployed when its yield could be at-
tributed to other sources. When Germany
suspected Enigma was compromised. it
STl =

Whemarmatexactca]culanon wasmade
onthatnight
Whar

disputed.

ithmeticinwar: Lo
win the war or the cold calculus of a leu-
sand deaths today to prevent a hundred
thousand tomorrow. It is cold-blooded
murdereither way,onlythe quantum varies.

andi ion.

Fora family at the margins, the
medical bill is often eclipsed by
the non-medical costs, like the
loss of daily wages. This “logis-
tical exhaustion” leads many to
stop treatment.

Ritika, Hyderabad

On air, thinking ahead

EACH YEAR during the winter,
Delhi becomes an unfit place
duetopoorair quality (‘With
new plan, Delhi may see less
polluted winter’, IE, April 7).
People are impacted in so many
different ways because of large-
scale pollution. Any plan tore-
solve itis very welcome. What is
different about the new plan
that was announced on Friday
to handle the yearly air crisis is
that it will identify pollution

A nation’s attachment to the
soldier is virtue & weakness

merely a necessary social virtue, it isalso a
vulnerability that has traditionally been
weaponised. In 1986, after three Israeli sol-
diers were captured in Lebanon, the IDF for-

More worryingly for Donald Trump, if
Tehran releases captured Americans un-
harmedtoanagency like the UN, they will
smash the narrauve of an “evil regime”

ment. Crucially, it handed

initsresp tothreats, refusing to privilegs form of viol-

enceover another. Itis here that the current asymmetry in pub-

senthe lic becomes troubling, as Left-Wing Extremjsm is
righLly foritsuseof:

£ Yet,the rising fRight-Wing

in i il thenor-

malisation of coercive: ma)onmnamsmoﬂen donotreceivethe

same sustained institutional

attention. Thisisaquestion of
constitutional fidelity.
Contemporary develop-
mentsunderscorethe urgency
of this concern. Across
multiple regions, there have
been recurring instances in
whichindividualsaretargeted
on the basis of identity, mobs
assume quasi-sovereign auth-
ority as arbiters of justice, and
public discourse increasingly
normalises exclusionary and
hostile idioms. We have seen
upright police personnel,

judges, and even good Samari-

i for i for leoflaw. Thesede-

ismi i Rather,

they: uJu:L ionofthenor-

‘When elected officials d
ploy ﬂolem metaphors, such rhetonc lowers the threshold of

malised its response: The Hannibal Direc» byUs legitimacy for and sanction for legal

tive. Adead i On the other hand, every US forms of violence.

tragedy but a captured soldier isa su’ateglc rescue attempt of captured personnel is Itis in this very context that the Union Home Minister’s
The directi isedover-  fraught with the ghost of Operation Eagle

Israelisoldier, evenifthat: foroenskedkl]h.ng
him. A dead soldier cannot be traded and
canmot: seraprecedent of kidnapping.

The!

Claw: Jimmy Carter’s 1980 effort that
ended in flames in the Iranian desert, eight
dead American servicemen, and a de-
stmyed presidential legacy.

sweepmg and reckless conflation of recognised parliamentary
partie  Maoistand it Temistc becalled
out. Theseare pames that havepammpa[ed in free and fair elec-
tions for
infullaccordance with the law of the land. A minister of his sen-

constitu-

2011 proved 1after jority and stature is expectcd to know and even duty-] bound o
that: The19-year-old agenera_l who chose tod poi- uphold between lawful
was captured in 2006 and for sonrathert hi it posmon and armed i msu:gency To deliberately b)u: thatline is
1,027 ini; rfiveyearsin - Itisawar
Hamas custody. Hamas called it avictory.  reality, thati fhigh:

More damaging than the numbers was the
signal: Ismel 's public sentiment could be

politics, soldiers are not just warriors, they

ric organisa-
tion leverages this equation, as India learnt
painfullyinKandaharin1999.0n 0ctober7

are also a symbol of sovereign territory,
whose capture seizes enemy mindshare.

In 1971, India held 93,000 Pakistani
prisoners, the largest mass surrender smce

tional norms that lends an air of o[ﬁclal sanction to the very
politics of that corrod life.

As a fresh start, there must be a candid recognition that ex-
tremismisnota: smgularphenomenon. It manifests in multiple
forms,each

yetunited by
thread: The willingness to deploy violence in pursuit of political

2023,F ‘World WarlL Indi: ori it ends A: response, Lherefore must
purpose of leveraging them fordemands diplomatic leverage, notasa global med.la beeq notonly i

The macabre truth of war is, soldiers, ~spectacle. Today, theari ipped. but. ial ic, and political ¢ allow
when taken hostage, have disproportion-  The capture of just one pilot, a Nachiketa in other forms of extremism to take root am:[ endurs-. Equally im-
ate damage potential on theirown waref- 1999, or an Abhinandan in 2019, can affect portantisthe for ini response. The

fort. On April 3, an F-15E Strike Eagle was

operations of a nuclea: armed Subconti-

question before Pa.thameut extends beyond the procedural

Thmy sxx years later, Israel downed over Iranian territory.  nent, thatin matter of ¢ another debate. It is, at llS core, aquesnon
doctrine.Bythe  Soldiers, when taken hostage, ~While the crew has been rescued ~ theatre, a single life is a strategic game< of ion Whether -
mid-1980s, Hezbollah had dis- i i after three days of frantic search changer that can derml the of mitment: frontall ionsofext |
covered Israel’s Achilles’ heel —not have dwpromrqonate any Gilad Shalit-lik anentire war Y. clarity, consistency, and resolve,
itstanks or its air power, butits sol- dan.mge potenual on ation, especially of a high-value
diers. A nation’s fierce public at- their own war effort asset like a fighter pilot, gives tre- The writer is founding CEO, The writer isaMember of Parliament

tachment to its servicemen is not

leverage to Tehran.

NATGRID, and a former soldier

(Rajya Sabha), Rashtriya Janata Dal

VEENA IYER

LET'SCONSIDER twowomen—oneinare-
motetribal village, deliveringat homeinthe
dark, with no trained personnel nearby; the
other in a private hospital in a top-tier city,
being wheeled intoan operaung theatre for

Midwives

Missing link in India's natural-birth story:

But it also shows us something sinister.

motherare wellestablished: Infection, hae-

tative. The disruption togut l’]llCl'OblO[a at

ports a woman through it without the
X

about 64 per cent of institutional births in

India. By 2024-25, that
per cent. The WHO recommends 10-15 per

1In 2008-09, C-sections for and birthisreal, but Ex-
future pregnancies. Less widely knownis  clusive breasteedmg has beenshowntore-
crossed27  that ignificantly i the storeit. Thelong-term harderto
rLsk of scar endometriosis — a condition  dismiss: C-sectionchildren are ikely when
Irate. In rial tissue i itself todevelop respiratory tract infections,

centasthe optimal por I
private hospitals, the averageisnow 474 per
cent.InTelangana, the rate hits 607 percent.

‘What is driving the scalpel? The answer
ispartly financial. The cost foraC-sectionin

sources, inga
ing system that reinforces
accountability as a part of
strategy, which is different
from previous, reactive
attempts. We need more action
that produces results.
HamzaKhan, New Delhi

a idn't need.
‘Together, they describe the shape of a
crisis hiding inside India’s maternal-
health success story. India’s progress is
real. The maternal mortality ratio has
fallen from 130 perlakh live births in 2014-
1610 93in2019-21, and over 33 years, ma-
ternal deaths have reduced by 86 per cent
— against a global reduction of 48 per
cent. These are extraordinary numbers.

asmall-t private hospital is roughly Rs
40,000, while in large cities it often crosses
Rs1,00,000. Deliveries account for 70 to 80
percentoft
gists. Cultural factors compound this: In
parts of India, many women prefer surgical
delivery; some families request surgery to
alignwith auspicious dates.

The case against unnecessary caesar-
eans is real. The immediate risks to the

a.long the surgnml ‘wound, causing cyclical

hing and liability anxiety. Pro-
fessional midwives are trained to identify
risk conditions, and refer to speclahs[s

indicated,

asthma, and obesity.

painthatcandevel the birth.
For the child, the science is more ten-

In2008-09, C-sections accounted
forabout 6.4 per cent of
institutional births in India. By
2024-25, that figure had crossed
27 per cent. The WHO
recommends 10-15 per cent as the
optimal population-level rate

epaper.indianexpress.eonjn.. -

hnwwpr arefultonote

intervention theexception, not the default.

India took a right step with the Nurse

Practitioner in Midwifery programme in
. 1,500 2

thattt ledtothe

2018. A have

caesarean birth in the first place may be re-
sponsible for these. But that caution cuts
both ways —if wi ecannot prove: clear causa
ton,

This is where the conversation about
nudmfery trained pro-

been produced to date, far fewer than the
nearly 90,000 midwives we would need for
the public-health system alone.

‘The woman in a remote tribal area and
thewomanin thecity need the same thing:
‘who knows how to bring a baby

fessional impl
foran obstetrician atanormal birth. Sheis
the person who holds space for a normal
birth to happen — who recognises that la-
bouris notamedical emergency, who sup-

into the world safely — and when not to
reach for the scalpel.

The writer is associate professor,
IIPHG, Gugjarat. Views are personal
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ITIS THEHIGHEST LEVEL OF VENEZUELA CRUDE PURCHASE IN THE LAST 6 YEARS

12 mn barrels of Venezuelan
oilmay reach India this month

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 7

INDIAIS likely totakedelivery
ofaround 10-12 million barrels
of Venezuelan crude oil this
month, thehighestin oversix
years, according to data from
commodity market analytics
firmKpler. It comesastherag-
ing war in West Asia has af-
fected global oiland gas flows.

Thismonthwill alsobe the
first since May of last year to
see Venezuelan crude oil
being delivered at Indian
ports, the data shows. These
barrels, although just a frac-
tionofthe country’s crude oil
imports, are expected to pro-

vide some relief and
strengthen itscrude diversifi-
cation strategy.

India depends on imports
tomeetover88% ofits require-
ment, and processes over 5
millionbarrelsaday of crude.

Over 40% of the imports
come from West Asia through
the Strait of Hormuz, where
vessel movements have been
on halt since early March.

Notably, the India-bound
Venezuelan oil cargoes were
most likely purchased before
the West Asia war began,
underscoring how diversifi-

India depends on imports to meet over 88% of it
and processes over 5 million barrels aday of crude.

dian refiners are actively di-
versifying their crude slate,
particularlyinresponsetoun-
certainties surrounding the
Strait of Hormuz. However,
April-arriving cargoes were
likely secured well before the
recent disruptions, under-
scoringalonger-term strategic
shift rather than a purely re-
active move.

“This trend highlights the
growing importance of proac-
tive diversification in global
energy markets. Securing an
allemadve supply in advance

cationofcr ource:

isi i seenasacom-

is coming in handy at a time
of global crisis.
Indiaimports oil from over
41countries, withthe sourcing
slate having expanded con-
siderably over the past few
years. Thishashelped reduce
dependence on West Asian
crude, whichiswhythecrude
oil and petrol, and diesel
stocks in the country have
been adequate. “The develop-
mentcomesatatimewhenIn-

petitive: admtage said Sumit
Ritolia, manager, modelling &
refiningat Kpler.

With the US capturing
Venezuela’s then president
Nicolas Maduroearly January,
‘Trump had said that Washing-
tonwould takecontrol of Cara-
cas’soil sector. After that, global
commodity traders Vitol and
Trafigura were authorised by
Washingtontosell Venezuelan
oil globally, which had been

*LONG HAUL

THEINDIA-bound Venezuelan
oil cargoes weremost likely
purchased before the West
Asiawar began

THECOUNTRY wasaregular
buyer of Venezuelan crude oil
priortothe imposition of the
US sanctions on Caracasin
theyear2019

VENEZUELAWAS New Delhi's

fifth-largest supplier of il in 2019,

providing close to 16 million

tonnes, orabout 117 million barrels,
dian refi

Wilson’s mixed-bag innings
at Air India draws to a close
a year before end of his term

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April7

AIRINDIA'S first post-privat-
isation chiefexecutive Camp-
bell Wilson has resigned, but
willstay on till his successor is
found by the airline.

Wilson has helmed the
Tata group airline through a
turbulent period that has
seen the carrier embarking
upon an ambitious trans-
formation programme to
shrugoffitslegacy image ofa

After IndiGo,
Air India hikes
fuel surcharge
for most routes

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, April 7

* CHANGEINTHEAIR

WILSONTOOK chargeatthe
newly-privatised Air Indiain 2022

BEFORE JOINING Air India, Wilson
was the CEO of Singapore Airlines’
low-cost airline arm Scoot

HIS RESIGNATION comes just
weeks after IndiGo's CEQ Elbers
stepped down afteran operational
meltdown in December

runc ment-owned
airline, placed world record-

breakingaircraft orders, faced

WHILEAIR India awaits th
announcement of its next CEO,
iGoh dth

AIR INDIA on Tuesday hiked
the fuel surcharge on all do-
mestic routes of over 1,000
km, with most global routes
seeing a much steeper hike,
close on the heels of increase
injet fuel prices.

India’s largest airline In-
diGohad announced changes
in fuel surcharge on similar
lineson April 1.

This move by the carriers,
whichwill make flying costlier
onmost routes, is in line with

WITHWILSO ing hi hed.

bytheCentreand

atAirindia, the two largest airlines

public sector oil marketing

REUTERS

underUSsanctions.

“More importantly, heavier
Venezuelan barrels tend to
yield higher proportions of
distillates, particularly middle
distillates such as diesel and
jet fuel. This s significant in
the current environment,
where distillate markets re-
main structurally tight. Asa
result, theseimports notonly
diversify sourcing but also
strengthen India’s ability to
sustain strong distillate out-
put,” Ritolia added.

India— specifically private

of

due to post-p:

Indian refiners. The bilateral
tradebetween Indiaand Vene-
zuelawas $6.40billionin2019-
20, of which Indian imports—
primarily crude oil—were
worth $6.06 billion.

In October 2023, the US
easedsanctionson Venezuela’s
petroleum sector, authorising
oil exports without limitation
forsixmonths. Thisled RILand
afew other Indian refiners to
restart oil imports from Vene-
zuela. But then, imports
stopped asthesanction waiver
wasnotextended byWashmaf

hainwoes, suf-

fered atragic plane crash that
killed 260 people, faced in-
tense regulatory heat,
grappled with heavy financial
losses, and continues to
struggle with external head-
winds like airspace closures
due to geopolitical conflicts.
“Mr Wilson had conveyed
his intention to step down in
2026to AirIndiaChairmanN.
Chandrasekaranin2024 and,
since then, hasbeen working
to ensure the organization
and leadership team ison a
stable footing for the transi-
tion. Hewill remainintherole

sector refining giant Reliance  ton after its und until his s is an-
Industries Ltd (RIL) —wasa  withC: th ductof d and in place,” Air
regular buyer of free and fair ialelec- Indiasaidinrelease.

crude prior to the imposition
of US sanctions on Caracas in
2019. Following the sanctions,
oil imports from Venezuela
stopped within a few months.

AccordingtoIndia’sofficial
trade data, Caracas was New
Delhi’s fifth-largest supplier
of oil in 2019, providing close
to 16 million tonnes, or about
117million barrels, of crudeto

tionsin Venezuelabrokedown.

A few months later, RIL
wasabletorestart Venezuelan
oil imports after obtaining a
sanctionswaiver from the US.
Butinthesummerof2025,the
company halted oil imports
from Venezuela after Trump
administration threatened
higher tariffs on countries
buying Venezuelan crude.

Tata Trusts CEO urged Srinivasan, Vijay
Singh to step down at Noel Tata’s request

George Mathew
Mumbai, April 7

TATATRUSTS Chairman Noel
Tata had last week told CEO
Siddharth Sharmato ask Vijay
Singh and Venu Srinivasan if
theywould like tovoluntarily
step down from the Bai Hira-
bai Jamsetji Tata Navsari
Charitable Institution
(BHJTNCI), asthey feltthatir-
respective ofthelegal opinion
and past [ d it was

* TRUST DEFICIT

EX-CJIHJ Kania had expressed the
opinion that there was no legal or
doctrinal prohibition preventing
non-Zoroastrians from being
fthetrust

hibited  non-Zoroastrian
trustees on the Trust, as
also those who were not resi-
dent in the Bombay Presi-
dency or Navsari.

Both Noel and Sharma
took a stand that a legal

i 3 5

TATATRUSTSis suckmg tu |ts

forajudicial pronouncement,
sources said.

stand that Bai Hirab
prohibited non-Zoroastrian
trusteeson the Trust

opentoanyonetoquestionthe
appointmentsof non-Zoroas-
trians made to the Trust, a
sourcein the Tatagroupsaid.

Venu Srinivasan, Chair-
man Emeritus of TVS Motor,
stepped down from the Bai Hi-
rabai, following a request from
Sharma. However, Vijay Singh
declined toquit.

CEO Sharma had dis-
cussed the continuation of
Srinivasan and Singh in the
Trust with Noel Tata on April
2,2026, and they felt thatin
view of the specific clauses

contained in the Trust Deed,
itwasopentoanyonetoques-
tiontheappointments ofnon-
Zoroastrians in the Trust.
Former Chief Justice of
India HJ Kania had earher
expressed the id

Vijay Si and Venu Srini-
vasan were the only two
Trusteesonthesaid Trust who
did not meet these criteria.

Srinivasan’s resignation
came shortly after former Sir
Ratan Tata trustee Mehli Mis-
try formally challenged the
appointment and continu-
ation of Srinivasan and Vijay
Singhbeforethe Maharashlra

Charity C

viewthatthere wasno legal or
doctrinal prohibition prevent-
ing non-Zoroastrians from
beinginducted as

both of them happen to be

non-Zoroastrians.
Meanwhile, the Charity

C it of =

thetrust.

Tata Trusts is apparently
sticking to its stand that
Bai Hirabai specifically pro-

‘Sugar supply stable,
but Centre should
ensure timely payments’

Express News Service
NewDelhi, April 7

INDIA’S SUGAR supply situ-
ation is “stable” for now, but
the government must take
stepstoensure the industry’s
financial health anditsability
to make timely payments to
cane growers.

“The country’s sugar pro-
ductioninthe2025-26 season
(October-September) is likely
bearound 281lakh tonnes (1h)
after factoringinan estimated
28ltdiversiontowardsethanol
manufacturing,” said Harsh-
vardhan Patil, president of the
National Federation of Coop-
erative Sugar Factories Ltd.

With opening stocks of 50
1t, the total sugar availability
of3311tcan cover

0f2016-17, but that is still rea-
sonablybalanced, as per Patil.

Healsodiscounted the ef-
fect of a possible El Nifno on
the sugarcane crop to be
crushed in the ensuing 2026~
27 season.

“The bulk of plantings for
the next season were already
completed last year, which
had good rains. A below-nor-
mal monsoon due to an El
Nifiothis year (as predicted by
the private weather forecaster
Skymet) would basically hit
the 2027-28 cane crop,” Patil
pointed out.

“The problemtoday is that
the all-India average ex-mill
priceofsugarisabout Rs 3,850
per quintal, while our cost of
production is Rs 4,100 or so.
Wearei: inglossof Rs 250

the domestic consumption
requirement of 280 It and
another10Itofexports forthis
season. The projected closing
stocks for2025-26,at411t, will
be the lowest since the 39.4 1t

for every quintal of sugar, af-
fecting our liquidity and re-
sultingin mounting cane dues
to farmers,” he added.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

tra has written to Tata Trusts
regarding theaffidavit filed by
Mehli Mistry.

Srinivasanon April 2, convey-
ingto himthis position, asalso
the fact that a legal opinion
had previously been takenon
this subject.

‘Tatasourcessaid in Justice
Kania's opinion, the govern-
ing framework ofthe trust did
not impose any explicit re-
striction barring such ap-
pointments, thereby leaving
room for a broader and more
inclusive interpretation of
eligibility for trusteeship.

In line with this under-
standing, RK Krishnakumar,
who was a Director of Tata
Sons and several Tata com-
panies, wassubsequently ap-
pointedasatrustee inthe year
2000, during the tenure of
Ratan Tata as the head of the
Tata Trusts.

This appointment was
seenasapractical affirmation
of the earlier view, demon-
strating that the trust was
willingtoadopta more expan-
sive approach in its govern-

InMaylastyear, before the
Al171 crash, Wilson had told
The Indian Express that a
transformed and new Air
Indiashould be “consistently
visible”bytheend 0f2027, and
thathewasconfident thatthe
“reality of Air India will
change, sowillits perception™

Whenever that indeed
happens, Wilson — who led

IATA DG Willie: itschief

Air India through the most
critical phases of its trans-
formation programme — will
not be in the corner office at
the Air India headquartersin

urugram.

Wilson, whohasakeenin-
terestin cricket, oftensaid that
AirIndia’s transformationisa
testmatch, notaT20.And Wil-
sonis now retired hurt.

A soft-spoken New Zeal-
ander and a Singapore Air-
lines veteran, Wilson took
charge at a newly-privatised
AirIndiain2022.

Before joining Air India.
Wilson was the CEO of Singa-
pore Airlines’ low-costairline
arm Scoot. As his resignation
was expected by the airline’s
board and parent Tata Sons,
the latter has been scouting
fora new CEO to replace Wil-
son forafew monthsnow, itis
learnt. Air India said that its
board has constituted a com-
mittee that will find a suc-
cessor inthe coming months.

Wilson’s resignation

SEBI gives breather
to IPO-bound firms

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, April 7

THE MARKETS regulator has
granted a one-time relaxation
related to publicissuetimelines
as well as minimum public
shareholding (MPS) require-

cessing the capital market in
the backdrop of ongoing geo-
political tensions.
Companies will have to
getan undertaking fromlead
managertotheissue, confirm-
ingcompliance withtheIssue
of Capllal and Disclosure

ments of on Tues- ICDR)Regula-

day. Themove: heIPO  tion: itting the up-

market sees a trig-  dated offer 3

gered by the West Asi i ICDR ionsd
Ithasdecided tograntone framework for companies is-

timerelaxation toextend valid-
ity of the SEBI Observations
letters — representing TPO
clearance—expiringbetween
April1,2026 and September 30,
2026 till September 30, 2026.
The SEBI follows delays and
change of fund-raising plans
by companies in the wake of
thesell-offin markets.
Theregulatorsaidithasre-
ceived representation from
the Industry Body on diffi-
culties faced by the issuersin
mobilizing resources and ac-

Sharma called up Venu  ancepractices. RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD. [RIEEZ )
OTA SUPER THERMAL POWER STATIO, Kot 224008 In pursssance of e Said Ordss and as diected hecein, further nolce s hereby iven
TENDER NC 546 (RVU2627WSOBO0A3) | | et seiets it of sty s nd s s o s
S r— —m—— S hanma Private Limited 0 {
*BRIEFLY E-Tenders are invited for Assistance in operation in Turbine, Seal Oil & CA area, | | Dymyarged Campany OR theough Video Conferencing (VC) / Other Audia Visual Means
poking and hammering of coal bunkers, HT/LT Switchgear, electrical activity & other | | (0AVM), as per the schedule mentioned below, at which day and tma e said equity
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SECfraud case The SEC had sued the Ada- C Power Di Limited, Ch Nabce with all equiste detalls and documents has been sent 1o the avaiably

New York: Billionaire
Gautam Adani and his
nephew Sagar Adani have
askedaUS courttodismissa
securities fraud lawsuit
broughtby the US Securities
and Exchange Commission.
Inapre-motion letter filed
ahead ofa planned April 30
motion seeking dismissal of
the lawsuit, Adanis through
theirlawyerssaid the SEC’s
claims overa2021bond sale

suingsecurities in India.
With the markets mired in
volatility and sell-off, valu-
ations have dipped to 52-week
lowinseveral cases, directly af-

fecting IPO plans.

Whenmarketsare unstable,
companies struggle to attract
investors at favourable valu-
ations, forcing many to delay
theirpublicissues until condi-
tions improve. This will also

hinder good IPO pricing.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

comes just weeks after In-
diGo’s CEO Pieter Elbers
stepped down following an
unprecedented operational
meltdown in December that
saw thousands of theairline’s
flights getting cancelled.
While AirIndiaawaitsthean-
nouncement of its next CEO,
IndiGo has already an-
nounced the current IATA Di-
rector General Willie Walshas
its next chief executive.

With Wilson packing his
bags at Air India as well, the
two largest airlines in the
country will soon have new
leadersin the cockpit.

Wilson’s resignation also
comesas the warin West Asia
hashitinternational aviation,
compounding challenges for
AirIndia.

AirIndia’sambitioustrans-
formation programmetoturn
it into a world-class airline is
not complete yet, and has
been hitbydelays duetoslow
aircraft deliveries; refurbish-
ment of the carrier’s legacy
wide-body fleetisalsodelayed

to pass on only a
fraction of the actual increase
injet fuel prices for domestic
flights of scheduled airlines,
while effecting the full price
hike of over 100% for interna-
tional flights.

AsATFpricessurged inthe
international marketduetothe
raging warin WestAsia, the Air
India group, which includes
fullserviceairline AirIndiaand
budget carrier Air India Ex-
press — had introduced a flat
fuel surcharge of Rs 399 for all
domesticroutes fromMarch12.

As per the latest revision,
which will be effective from
09:01am Wednesday (April 8),
theflatsurchargeon domestic
flightshasbeenreplaced with
adistance-based tiered struc-
ture varying between Rs 299
and Rs899. For most of theair-
line group’s international
flightsbeyond South Asia, the
surcharge has been hiked
from the earlier range of $10-
200 t0 $50-280.

Except for flightsto Europe,
UK, North America, and Aus-
tralia, where the revised sur-
charge will take effect from
April10, otheroverseas routes
will see the revised levy from
09:01amon

duet
of seats and some other ma-
terials. But most of the nar-
row-body fleet of the airlineis
now eitherrefurbished ornew,
boastingofanewbrand ident-
ity and a significantly better
hard product than what flyers
were accustomed to.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

AspertheMinistryof Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, given
thesurge in global prices of jet
fuel, the price in India was ex-
pected to more than double
fromAprill, butonlya“partial
and staggered” increase was
passed on for scheduled do-
mesticairlines. FULLREPORTON

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
DIVISION BENCH, COURT-1, AHMEDABAD

COMPANY APPLICATION NO. CA(CAA)/11(AHM)2026

IN THE MATTER OF SCHEME OF ARRANGEMENT (DEMERGER) BETWEEN:

Nabros Pharma Private Limited, 2 company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1956, bearing CIN: U24230G) 1883PTC006628, having s registered office at
ard Fioor, Onental House I, Behind British Library, Opp. Art Gallery, Law Garden,
Eliisbridge, Ahmedabad - 380 006, Gujarat
.. Demerged Company / Applicant Company No. 1
AND

Nabros Securities Private Limited, a company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 2013, beaning CIN: UB4930GJ2025PTC171253, having Its registerad office at
<4th Fioor, Oriental House I, Law Gardan Corne, Elisbridge, Anmedahad - 380 006
Gujarat
.. Resulting Company / Applicant Company No. 2
E i

SHAREHOLDERS AND UNSECURED CREDITORS OF
NABROS PHARMA PRIVATE LIMITED

NOTICE is herehy given that by an Order dated 27,03.2026, the Hon'ble Natianal
Gompany Law Tribunal, Division Bench, Court-1. Avmedabad {"Hon'ble Tribunal™) has
dwectod a meating of the Equity sharehoiders and Unsecured Crediors of Nabros
Pharma Private Limited (‘Domarged Company’) and meating of tha Equity
sharehoiders of Nabros Sacurifies Private Limited (“Resufting Company”) to be heid
for the pupose of considering. and If thought ft, approving with o without
modification(s), the Scheme of Amangament (Demurger) (“Scheme®) betwaen
Nabros Pharma Private Limited and Nabros Securities Prvate Limited (*Resufiog
Company") and thelr tespactive Shareholdars and Creditors under Sections 230 to

nisin November2024, al-
leging they misled investors
by failingtodiscloseanal-
leged bribery scheme tied
toIndianstate officials,
framing the case underUs
securities laws. They
argued that the court lacks
personal jurisdiction, say-
ing neither had sufficient
contacts withthe US or di-
rectinvolvement in the
bond offering. PTI

ubject
* MARKETS Iy L " e The Scheme sfal bé desmed to have been agreed 1o upon racelving tha requisite
= - || CURAJ/Purchase/Tender/2025-26/4259 Date: 25.03.2026 consent of & majority in numbes representing three-fourths (3/4ths) in value of the
Equly Sharsoldors for Equty sareholdors mesting ot valus f Unsecured Crodors
7 7| O, TENDER NOTICE 18K ek
Goldv USDollar + 0f by proxy. at the said meating, in terms of Secton 230(6) of the Companies Act
Sensex NIFTY Bids are invited from the Manufacturers, Authorized 2013
o (1(; s PRTIES %1,53,200 39298 Channel Partners/Dealers/Firms for the Installation of the It the required quorum s not prasent at thie mineting, the mesting shall be m';m.mmuy
L,010.5¢ - 2 g B halt an hout, ang thereatter the person(s) present and veting shall be deemed (o
50973 15540 W Access Control System in the Central Instrumentation | | cossiute the quorum. For s purpese of camputing the uoru, vaid proves shal
< ./ C QOF " bl #ls0 be considered.
169 0.68% Silverv oil Laboratory (CIL) at Central University of M omesl — i 7o
0.69% 68% 32,40,000 $130.93 For more details, visit: website: www.curaj.ac.in and CPP the company at nabros-phamma@natitos in or callon. 079-2640 5288
- - i Dated this 07th day of April 2026 Chairpersan apporited for the Meeting
NOTE: GOLD, 4 o4 X 4
GOLDPER 106, SILVER PER 1KG: CRUDE O OF APRIL2,2026 Portal:httpe://eprocure, govin Registrar Place: Ahmedabad M. Dinesh Chatrath, Advocate

SCO 33-35, 4th Floor. Sectar 34-A,
CIN: U31200UP1992PLCO14506
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT} Date: 08.04 2026

(Chandigarh Pomer Disyitition Limiad imabes tendars from the sigibie bidders for e Solloming

e

tenders

Chandigarh - 160022. India

advesses / emal Ids of the respeciive Equity Shareholder & Unsecured Croditors of

NIT No. Tender Description EMD [ Due Date & Time of

(in Lakhs)| Bid Submission
CPOLFY25-27) | Rata Contract {or Outsourong of the 20 29,04 2025
Call Carrei26 | 24X7Cal Contre Opecations for CPOL up10 1800 Hr
Tencer toe of idhvsdial Tender Document Rs 11801- (nc) GST)

For detaiied NIT, ploise vist our webslle www.chandgarhzawer.
comigendus’s (1Fany). 1 1he above tenders wil bie pubished on e same webisita caly,

com > Tanders. Also, 3l folure

DGM (CMM)

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN

A

ompany. Cut-oft forthe meeting 1§ 31,12.2025.
Persons enfitied to attend and vote at the meeting may vot in perso ar by proxy,

the Company at 3rd Roor, Onental Housa I, Behind British Library, Opp. Art Galery,
Law Garden, Eflsbndge, Ahmedabad - 380 006, Gujaral, not later tan 48 hours
before the meeting. Forms of Proxy can be obtaned from the Registered ifice of the
Demergad Company.

Gopies of the Schame and of the Statemient under Sections 230 & 232 of the
Companies Act. 2013 read with Rule (3) of the Companiss (Compromises,
Amangements and Amalgamabons) Rules, 2016 (“Rules™), can be obtaned free of
charge at the Registerad Offica of the Demerged Company or af the Office of its
Advocates, M/s. Parth Saluja and Heel B, Jhaver. at 24, Saurabh Saclety, BM
Bungalow No. 1, Viiay Restaurant - Manav Mandir Road, Navrangpura, Ahmedaliad
380009,

The Honble Tribunal has appomtad Mr. Dinesh Chatrath, Advocate s Chairperson of
the said mesting and Mr. Mahendra Kumar Parmar, Advocate &s Scrutinizer of the
said muvt-ng Thie Scheme of Arrangement (Demerer), f approved by the merting,
ble Tribunal

epaper.indianexpress.com -. -
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Why Artemis II
crew went farther
from Earth than
anyone before

4.Re-entry,
splashdown

2.Lunar
flyby

J

ot Looping
/ \ returnpath
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© OnMonday, themissiontravelled
4,06,771kmaway from Earth

® Thiswasthe farthesthumans have
ever ventured into space

Arav Shah
New Delhi, April 7

THE FOUR astronauts of NASA’s Artemis [T mission on
Monday travelled 4,06,771 km away from Earth. The
Orion spacecraft, in setting the new record, swung
around the far side of the Moon. The record before this
was the 4,00,171 km travelled by Apollo-13in 1970,
though in that case, the mission had to deviate farther
than its intended path due to a malfunction. For Artemis
11, setting this record is not the mission’s main objective.
The distance is simply a function of its path.

‘What was the Artemis I flight path?

The first crewed lunar mission since December 1972,
Artemis ITis not alanding mission. It is a flyby designed
to test the limits of the Orion spacecraft. While earlier
missions like Apollo 8 followed a circular lunar orbit —
dictating that the crew fire their engines to maintaina
fixed distance from the lunar surface — the Orion space-
craftis flying an elliptical “free-return trajectory”. This
path relies on the Moon’s gravity to naturaily slingshot
the spacecraft back toward Earth.

How does the ‘free-return trajectory’ work?

Prioritising crew safety and fuel efficiency, this free-
return trajectory is executed in two phases:

High-Earthorbit: Rather than aiming directly for
the Moon, Orion pushed into an elliptical path around
Earth, stretching outward to roughly 74,000 km. This af-
forded the crew a 42-hour window to conduct critical
checks on the environmental control and life support
systems. Should any system have failed here, the space-
craft remained within Earth's gravitational pull, allowing
anabortand splashdown within hours.

Lunar slingshot: Once cleared for deep space, Orion
was pushed toward the Moon by the European Service
Module, aiming for a point roughly 10,300 km beyond
the lunar farside. This allowed the Moon’s gravity toact
as atether, catching the spacecraft and whipping it
around the far side, back toward Earth’s atmosphere.

‘What makes this flight plan attractive?

This looping, figure-eight route acts as a safety mech-
anism. Itensures that in the event of an engine failure,
the crew does not find itselfstranded in deep space.

Additionally, this route is exceptionally fuel-efficient.
Enteringacircular lunar orbit requires a massive, fuel-
heavy deceleration burn to get caught in the Moon’s grav-
ity, followed days later by an equally massive
acceleration burn tobreak free. Orion’s utilisation of
gravity to change direction conserves critical propellant.

Thislighter fuel requirement reduced the overall
mass the Space Launch System rocket had tolift offthe
pad, while ensuring the spacecraft retained a reserve of
propellant for potential emergencies.

What next for the Artemis programme?

The primary agenda of Artemis II is to prove that the
Orion spacecraft —and its European Service Module —
cansustain human life in deep space. The 10-day
mission’s goal was to verify that the vehicle had the ca-
pacity to reach the same distances as the uncrewed Arte-
mis-1 while preserving the life of the crew members.

Asafe return of Orion will provide NASA with a wealth
of telemetry and life-support data for futurejourneys.
Promisingalong-awaited return to the Moon, the missions
are part of NASA's vision to develop its ‘Moon Base'.

© GLOBAL

ANIL Sast

INDIA ISamongthe few countrieswith con-
siderable experience in developing nuclear
technologies. This includes mastery over
pressurised heavy water reactor (PHWR)
technology — reactors that use natural ura-
nium as fuel and heavy water (deuterium
oxide) as a coolant and moderator.

These reactors now comprise the bulk
of India’s installed nuclear power capacity
of 8,180 megawatt electric (MWe), alongside
some imported light water reactor units.

Two other technologies are a work-in-
progress: fast breeder reactors (FBRs) and
alongstanding project aiming to fabricate
thorium-based nuclear reactors.

These three technologies — PHWRs,
FBRs and thorium reactors — progressing
in a series, make up India’s ambitious
three-stage nuclear power programme.
This programme envisages a pathway to
utilising India’s abundant thorium reserves
to generate electricity.

On Monday, India took a major step to-
wards completing the vital second stage —
its first indigenous FBR, at Kalpakkam in
Tamil Nadu, attained criticality.

Going critical means the initiation of a
self-sustaining nuclear fission reaction that
will eventually lead to full power gener-
ation. It is a key milestone mdlcan.uz lhat

gramme entails the setting up of PHWRs
and associated fuel cycle facilities, which
is currently in progress. The India-US civil
nuclear deal opened the doors for India to
buy uranium for its domestic reactors, in-
creasingthe pace of its PHWR programme.
The second stage involves deploying
FBRsatscale. FBRsare designed to produce
more fuel than they consume. The “higher
breeding” isdesiredsothat therateatwhich
power capacity can grow would be higher.

Afile photo of the
Kalpakkam Nuclear
Complex.
IAEA/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Setting
the stage
OIICL the

thereactor coreis functi
and that each fission event inthe core now
releases asufficient number of neutronsto
sustain an ongoing series of reactions.
This major step came after the 500-
MWeFBR’s “coreloading” —orthe process
of placing nuclear fuel assemblies inside
the core — was completed in March 2024.
The Kalpakkam reactor will initially use
uranium-plutonium mixed oxide (MOX)
fuel, witha “blanket” of a uranium isotope
(U-238) around the fuel core that will
undergonucleart ionto produce

the potential he
energy of natural uraniumby over 60 times
through multiple recycles. These breeder
reactorsarealso crucial for enlarging thein-
ventory of plutonium — produced after the
first stage PHWRSs — so that a much larger
irradiation capacity to produce an isotope
of uranium (U-233) at scale for use in the
three-stage programme can be built up.
For this, at an appropriate stage, the
FBRs would need to be loaded with
thorium (Th-232) as the blanket material
that would b toU-233. Withsuf-

more fuel — hence the name “breeder™.
Nuclear transmutation involves the
conversion of a chemical element or iso-
tope into another chemical element, with
the numbers of protons or neutrons in the
nucleus of the atom undergoing achange.

Thethree stages
The first stage in India’s nuclear pro-

« WAR IN WEST ASIA

ficient inventory and production capacity
for U-233 having built up, the move onto
the third stage can then happen.

Thus, FBRs are a key link between the
first and third stages of the programme.

Second-stage plans
India’s FBR programme began in 1985
with the operationalisation of a 13.5MWe

pr()]ecl is
commissioned,
India will be the
second country
after Russiato
havea
commercial
operating FBR
L]

Chinahas asmall
FBR programme.
Programmesin
countriessuchas
Japan, France,
and US were shut
downamid
safety concerns

Fast Breeder Test Reactor.

The 500-MWe prototype Kalpakkam
FBR, indigenously designed and built. is
now inan advanced stage of commission-
ing. Besides the Kalpakkam FBR, India
planstoconstructsix more FBRswith aca-
pacity of 600MWe each. Two of these six
reactors are planned to be constructed at
thesite adjacent to the prototype FBR, and
another site will be identified to build four
more reactors, accordingtoan expertcom-

incountries such asJapan, France, and the
US were shut down amid safety concerns.
The Department of Atomic Energyaims
toincrease nuclear power capacity to 22,400
MWeby2032. ithasapproved the construc-
tion of 10 new PHWRs in “fleet mode”, in
which a plant is expected to be built in five
years from the first pouring of concrete.

Key for third stage

The second stage leads to the third
phase where thorium can be used as the
main fuel. The three stages, in this process,
involve the conversion of “fertile material”
(which is not fissionable by thermal neu-
trons) into fissile material.

For example, U-238, the dominant iso-
tope of uranium, is a fertile material that
cannot by itself make the reactor achieve
criticality, and has to be converted tofissile
plutonium (Pu-239) in a reactor.

The spent fuel from thermal reactors
contains Pu-239, which is most efficiently
burntin a fast reactor or FBR.

Thorium-bearing monazitetoo, isa fer-
tile material that hastobe converted to the
fissile U-233. India has adopted a “closed
fuel cycle” approach, which involves the re-
processing of spent fuel toseparate the use-
ful Pu-239 and U-233 isotopes from U-238
and Th-232. To multiply the fissile inven-
tory and to gradually work towards estab-
lishing a higher power base, it is key to ul-
timately use thorium in the third stage of
the programme.

The FBRis clearly being seen as anim-
portant milestone for getting to the third
stage, clearing the way for the full utilisa-
tion of the country’s thorium. Transition-

mittee report of the Vi Interna-  ingto thorium-b:
tional Foundation.
Suc nurtured  indey

d nuclear power gen-
eration u1 India is vital for securing energy

the FBR pm]ec( asastep towards India de-
veloping comprehensive capabilities that
span theentire nuclear fuel cycle, by which
electricityis produced from uraniuminnu-
clear powerreactors. In2003, when Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee was prime minister, the Bha-
ratiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Ltd or
BHAVINI was incorporated to build and
operate what was then India’s most ad-
vanced nuclear reactor, the prototype FBR.
The project was expected to be completed
by September 2010, but was delayed dueto
technological challenges. Thelastsetofap-
provals had revised the completion target
to October 2022.

Once commissioned, India will be the
second countryafter Russia to have acom-
mercial operating FBR. China has a small

fast breeders; 1

which requires building
sufficient inventory of fissile U-233 through
irradiation of thorium in thermal or fast nu-
clear reactors of relevant capacity, accord-
ingto nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar.

Now that India is able to build a large
PHWR capacity with imported uranium (as
fusel), the country has the possibility of using
this reactor capacity for conversion of
thorium to fissile uranium through irradi-
ation of thorium along with HALEU (a fuel
variant called high assay, low enriched ura-
nium) in the country’s indigenous PHWRs
atscale, he told The Indian Express.

This enables the launch of the thorium
phase (thethird phase of India’s three-stage
nuclear programme) earlier than envis-
aged, without having to wait forbuild up of
required FBR capacity that comprises the
second stage.

How the Iran war has left Gulf nations divided in their response

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April7

INTHE US-Israeli waronIran, now intoits
second month, the Gulf Arab countries
have found themselves directly on the fir-
ingline.

Iraninitially responded by targeting US
military bases, facilities and personnel in
these countries. In the weeks since, both
sidesin the conflict have widened their tar-
getstoenergy facilities, desalination plants,
and population centres.

Even American universities and multi-
national companies in the Gulf have be-
come potential targets. Iran, for instance,
has targeted Amazon’s data centres.

As the war broke out, Bahrain took the
uny step of leadi i i
charge against Iran at the UN Security
Council. But the countries worst affected
by Iran’s horizontal escalation have been
the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman and Qatar.

Even then, a clear difference in ap-
proach to the war has emerged among
these four countries.

Saudi Arabia and UAE

The war has brought together the two
regional heavyweights, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, weeks after their tensions over
‘Yemen boiled over.

The droneand missile attacks on Saudi
Arabia have struck a major refinery, USem-
bassy, and the Prince Sultan Air base,
among other targets. This has resul(ed in
civilianand mxhlary

Capitalflight
® The war posesa
threat to the facade
of safety and secur-
ityinthe Gulf region
® Thiscould leadtoa
flight of capital and

Iran-backed Houthis in2019. Overthe years,
Iranian businesses spread their footprintin
the UAE, especially Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

‘Thelranian regime, however, took great
exception to the Abraham Accords be-
tween the UAE and Israel, accusing the
Emiratis of betraying the Palestinian cause.

The current war has widened the split.

business todesti
tions suchas London

and damac,e toaircraft.

Tl onthe UAEhasb
‘The country has faced over 2,500 attacks.
Some10civilians have beenkilled and more
than 200 people have been injured.

Saudi Arabia and Iran have had long-
standing tensions owing to their decades-
long tussle for leadership in the Islamic
world. There have been numerous attempts
at brokering peace in the past, the most fa-
mous one being the 2023 rapprochement
facilitated by Oman and China.

Ties between Iran and the UAE have
been more complex. The two have had ter-
ritorial disputes over islands in the Persian
Gulf. The UAE has also faced attacks from

and Singapore

Iran’seffectivec of Strait of Hormuz,
and the resultant disruption in energy
supply from the Gulf nations, have pitted
them against Tehran. This has also affected
the UAE's carefully cultivated image of a
prosperous economic destination.

This situation, if prolonged, can pose a
threat to the facadeof safety and security in
the. regxon Ttus could leadto a ﬂjght ofcapi-
tal otl AUN
survey report suggests the crisis can lead to
alossof$200billion. In this context, the Sau-
disand the Emiratishave been pressingthe
Americansto not exit and finish the task.

Oman and Qatar
This view, however, is not shared by
Omanand Qatar, who have more empathy

towards the Iranian position.

Oman, often referred toas the “Switzer-
land of the East” for its traditional “con-
structive neutrality” position, was also
mediating between the USand Iran. Ithad
beenat the table when Iran came under at-
tack from the US-Israeli forces.

Qatar, meanwhile, has carefully posi-
tioned itself. It shares the world’slargest gas
field with Iran, which is the source 0f 80%
of Qatari government revenues.

So, both have sought diplomatic sol-
utions to the current conflict.

(Oman’s Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi
has called for a return to negotiations. In a
sharply-worded piecein The Econoimist. he
called the attack by Israel and US an “un-
lawful military strike”, and termed Iran’s re-
taliation against the Gulf states “completely
unacceptable” yet “inevitable”.

At this point, the Gulfstates are vulner-
able and divided, and would be looking at
credible interlocutors. With Pakistan, Tur-
key, and Chinaalready having put their foot
in the door, India too could see this as an
opportunity tostep upits role.

‘Generational change in Nepali polltlcs... they are eager to work with India’

£

EXPERTEXPLAINS
RANJITRAE

FORMER INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO NEPAL

Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak.
Ranjit Rae, whoserved as India’senvoy
to Nepal between 2013 and 2017, spoke to
Anagha Jayakumar about the develop-
mentsinNepal’s politics and theirimplica-
tions for India’s relationship with Nepal.

‘What are your initial impressions of
the new government?

Ibelieve the new government has truly
hit the ground runnmg they have an-

ONE MONTH after its historic elections,

100-day
focused on three pillars: justice, constitu-
nunal refom1 and good governance. They

Nepal hastransitioned fromthet
o[der polmcal guard to a young, techno-

ithac ing man-
da(e to address job creation and systemic
corruption. The Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP), led by Prime Minister Balendra
“Balen” Shah, has launched an ambitious
100-point programme covering govern-
ance, economic growth, and justice for vic-
tims of the recent unrest. However, this has
also resulted in the high-profile arrests of
former PM KP Sharma Oli and former

regarclmg the Gen Z protests, seeking to
bring those responsible for the September
8 killings to justice, and investigating the
arson that followed on September 9. These
were tabled in the Gauri Bahadur Karki-led
Investigation Commission report.

On the consntuuonal front, they have

established a todiscussreforms
tothe Consmuuon for be[ter efficiency,
thoughth re-

mains asensitive issue in Nepal.

Nepal PM Balendra ‘Balen’ Shah. nyrrie

The government is also tackling sys-
temic corruption by committing to inves-
tigating all cases since 1991. This has led to
hxt,h profilearrestsof political lead

ment interface, allowing documents such
as passports to be delivered directly to
homes to eliminate bribes and queues.

How do you view the Nepal Supreme
Court’s show cause notice against the
arrests?

The show-cause notice is not an excep-
tional or political move; whenever the gov-
ernment takes such action, the Supreme
Court naturally asks forthe reasons behind
it. The courts have also extended the re-
mand of both the former Prime Minister
and Mr Lekhak. There are substantive
grounds for the arrests, which include not
just politicians but middlemen and fixers
aswell. Balen Shahranonthe plank of anti-
corruption, and everyoneinNepal isaware
how a few leaders had cornered political
and economic power to heirown

deliver governance. Thedistinctioninhow
racy is being treated,

m the previous political leadership. shows

acertain caution by the current leaders.

How do you interpret the decline of
communism in Nepal today and the
emergenceofa i ‘native?

read into these recent developments?
‘The most important signal for India is
the profound generational change in Ne-
pali politics. We are now dealing with a
group of educated, dynamic, and very
young leaders; the oldest member of the
cabinet is the Finance Minister at 51 —an
o istofinternational repute —while

InNepal, Ibelieve communism fell quite
some time ago. While political parties con-
tinued to call themselves Maoists or Marx-

the Prime Minister is only 36 years old.
Crucially, many of these leaders, includ-
ing the PM, have studied in India, while
ducated in We

ist-Leninists, they yreformed
communists who believed in economic de-
velopment, the capitalist way, and free en-
terprise. They integrated intothe multi-party
democraticsystembutoverthe yearsdevel-
oped a monopoly on power, allowing cor-
ruptionto: seep. inand evemua]ly overtakeit.

Thisi hy reaction
inthe formof new 3

interests and feather their own nests.
Interestingly, whﬂc thepolitical figures
remaininjail b indicted

“fixers”, which has struck a chord with a
supportive public. To improve delivery,
they plan to digitise the citizen-govern-

by the commission was released —asignal
that the new leadership recognises it must

inginNepal.Ibelievethe new government’s
!dcoluOy isone of prdgmﬂtlSl supporting

tries. Thisisa leadersh.lp thatis not 1deolog|-
calinthes they -
cratic, focused on rapid development, and
eagertowork with Indiatoachieve that goal.

ForIndia, our ‘neighbourhood first' pol-
icy needs to focus on youth connectivity.
‘While we talk a lot about physical connec-
tivity — roadways, railways, transmission
lines, and digital links — we must add a
youth dimension, especially since 50% of

Nepal's development and d ythin,
possible toimprove people’s lives.

PR

work with the permanent bt o

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Is for Indiato

Nepal’ isbelow26. Beyond infra
and hydropower projects, we need to find
new ways of bringing the young people of
ourtwo countries closer together.



NTHORU MATTAM (What an
incredible change)!” It's what a
visiting expatriate, dazzled by
Kerala’s road network, re-
portedly remarked to Pinarayi
Vijayan. The Chief Minister often fallsback
on the phrase, turning it both into a per-

sonalenc of hi

anda i anchorstheruling Left

Dy ic Front’s (LDF) ign forthe
ing Kerala Assembly electi

Ahead ofthe 2021 elections, Vijayan was
projected asthe captain of astate caught in
a stormy sea of crises — floods, Nipah,
cyclone Ockhi, the Covid pandemic. Now,
after another term in office, he is being
pitched as the man who transformed Ke-
rala. On reels and roadside banners, the
CPI(M)’s poll slogan is, “if not LDF, then
who?” Given Vijayan’s complete hold over
his party and government, the question
mightaswell be, “Ifnot Vijayan, then who?”

Despite this apparent confidence, as Vi~
jayan aims for a third term, he can't afford
to leave anything to chance. The alleged
theft and misappropriation of gold in Sa-
barimala, combined with thesetbackin the
local polls, have left the CPM with ajob on
its hands.

In the last leg of the campaign, the 81~
year-old Vijayan has been crisscrossingthe
state, addressing four ralliesadayahead of
the April 9 election.

On March 30, as his SUV rolled into a
convention ground at Kottarakkara in the
southern district of Kollam, party candi-
date KN Balagopal paused his speech and
extended a brief welcome.

As he stepped out of the vehicle, party
workers raised their clenched fists and
shouted, “Comrade Vijayan, lead us”, “Sa-
lute to Pinarayi Vijayan™.

Without stopping to talk to any of the
leaders waiting for him, Vijayan walked
straight uptothe stage. Afteraone-line wel-
come from a local leader, Vijayan laid out
his government's achievements in a calm,
flat tone. Urging the crowd to back Balago-
pal, he wrapped up his speech and walked
off as the others on the dais stood up and
watched with a mix of awe and reverence.
No selfi R

Vnayau 's campaign style reflects his

persona— minimalist, disciplined, and fo-
cused.
Theclimbtothetop

Vijayan’'s rise from Pinarayi village, the
site of the first official meeting of the undi-
vided Communist Party of Indiain 1939, in
north Kerala’s Kannur district, to the high-
est office in the state is a textbook case of
political consolidation and power central-
isation in acadre party.

At inhi:
cal journey, faced with rebellious leaders
and factions, Vijayan stuck steadfastly to
the party line. It didn’t matter who was on
theotherside — friend, foe or mentor — Vi-
jayan rarely let emotions come in the way,
earning him the hardliner tag.

In 1986, when CPI(M) rebel M V Ragha-
van posed a challenge to the party in its
citadel Kannur, as then district secretary,
Vijayan's organisational prowess helped
prevent the party
fitof his former mentor. With the support
of CPI(M) workers, he ensured that Ragha-
van, aredoubtable leader, did not take con-
trol of party offices in the district. Now, in
atwist of fortunes, Raghavan’s son MV Ni-
kesh Kumaris in charge of the party’s social
media campaign for the elections.

Another landmark in his political jour-
ney was in 1996, when he became the elec-
tricity minister in the CPI(M) government
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THE INSCRUTABLE

MR VIJAYAN

Why this is Pinarayi Vijayan’s
election — to win or to lose

If his first term was about steering Kerala through a string of crises, fron
floods to the pandemic, his second has seen him consolidate his positi
Now;, as Pinarayi Vijayan faces another election, SHAJU PHILIP &
LIZ MATHEW on the 81-year-old comrade whose rise to the CM chairis a
textbook case of political consolidation in a cadre party

torious for strikes and trade union domi-
nance, the government hired bus crew on
daily wages. Norms were eased, procedural
bottlenecks were cleared for ease of doing
business, industrial parks were expanded
and startups were encouraged.

led by E K Nayanar. Two years later, he DECISION The CPI(M) also shed its obstructionist
stepped down from the Cabinet to become approach to Central infrastructure projects
the party state secretary following the that were delayed for several years due to
death of incumbent Chadayan Govindan. KERALA party-led protests — from the GAIL pipe-
It was V S Achuthanandan, then a power line to land acquisition for National High-
hub in the party, who handpicked Vijayan ‘ways. Road projects, including National
for the key slot as a counter to the CITU Highways and the state’s Hill Highway (a
lobby within the party. Within a few years, north-south road corridor to connect re-
both leaders, hailing from the same Ezhava mote hilly areas), were put on track.
Hindu community, pulled apart. At the CPI(M) state conference held in
For the next 15 years, Kerala’s politics 2025, Vijayan’s clout helped him get hisde-
was dominated by the rift between Achu- velopment agenda cleared by the party.
thanandan and Vijayan. While Achutha- But the most radical and controversial
nandan turned into a mass of Vijayan’s fiscal policies was re-
leader, Vijayan refused toplay = oy inventing the Kerala Infrastruc-
to the gallery, instead placing Ome_hemakes adeasmn’ ture Investment Fund (KIIFB)
the party and its discipline theretsnochange. Heuses froman infrastructure agency to
above anything else. Several meetings primarilyasan achannel for off-budget borrow-
leaders who owed their alle- : : ing to fund projects that were in
giance to VS were removed oppoi r,tu"lty tolisten t? the limbo for want of financial al-
from the party. At the same others,”says former Chief  \ocation. KIFB issued masala
time, Vijayan had no qualms Secretary V P Joy bonds on the London Stock Ex-
fallingbackon VS's popularity change, raising Rs 2,150 crore and
during the election cam- signalling a shift to a market-in-
paigns of 2006 and 2011, tensive development approach for a party

By 2015, when Vijayan demitted office
after being the longest serving party state
secretary, he had silenced even the last
feeble voice of opposition within the CPI(M).

Atightening grip

By 2016, when he was voted to power,
the CPI(M) had coalesced around Vijayan.
With no effective challenger and the party
weakening elsewhere in the country, the
Keralaunitofthe CPI(M) that he controlled
became stronger than ever before. Now,
afteradecadeas CM, it's hard to distinguish
the man from the party in Kerala, the only
state where the CPI(M) is in power.

Under him, administrative efficiency
became a habit rather than a slogan. With
the orgamsauon aLready in his grip, Vijayan

i theparty, its
trade union outfit CITU and the student
wingSFItocarry outaslew of reformsinthe
industrial and education sectors. Nooku
cooli (workers demanding wages without
working) was banned and loss of working
daysduetolabour unrestcamedown. Inthe
state-run road transport corporation, no-

that has shied away from the global capital
market.

Thegovernment unwrapped a bouquet
of social welfare schemes and improved on
theexisting ones to reach out to the margi-
nalised sections. At least 30 per cent of the
population (around one crore 0f2.69 crore
voters) is covered by direct social security
assistance of some kind, with 81 percentof
the beneficiaries in rural areas.

Those close to him say that in a state
‘where leaders face constant political scru-
tiny, Vijayan wasn't scared to bedisruptive.

CPI(M) parliamentary party leader
John Brittas says, “Kerala politics has al-
‘ways been captive to the image politics of
its leaders. Be it A K Antony or Oommen
Chandy, they were more concerned about
their image than delivery of governance.
Kerala lagged in infrastructure develop-
mentbecause of this. However, Pinarayi Vi-
jayan just bulldozed through it. It brought
him ridicule and criticism from his oppo-

nents, but he withstood them.”
Yet, critics cite this very ability to push
through his agend: authori-

@ Vijayan's Scorecard
EMPLOYMENT

® 313 lakh hired via public service
commission, 2.60 lakh through
KDISC, says government

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

Shailaja, Vijayan’s health minister in his
firstterm who won praise for her ministry’s
handling of the Covid pandemic and the
Nipah crisis. When the LDF returned to
power in 2021, the entire Cabinet was
dropped, but it was Shailaja’s absence that
glaring. Int
tions, too, while the party leadership de~
cided that most MLAs would be fielded

® Unemployment s above the na-
ional f 3.2%, wil

unemployment (11.6%) far higher
thanmale (4.4%)in 2023-24

INFRASTRUCTURE

® Vizhinjam seaport was commis-
sioned. The portis now a major tran-
shipment hub

® The project is yet to further econ-

o omic and job opportunities in the re-
gion for want of road and rail
connectivity

INDUSTRIALSECTOR

® Over 3.82 lakh enterprises started
o inthe state, attracting Rs 25,227.53

croreininvestments and providing

employment to over 8.16 lakh people.

® Most of these ventures arein the
service sector; ingisyet

from theirsitti
from her Mattannur seat to Peravoor, seen
asatough fight for the Left.

“Leaders like Shailaja teacher, C S Su-
jatha (former MP), J Mercykutty Amma or
M Swaraj could have been used more inthe
governmentand party,” says a party leader.

Vuavan s cnucs say that i ina party that

withi ipled stand
on most issues, his decision to promote his
son-in-lawPAMohamedRiyas,
who is now the Minister for Pub-

17

Natesan’ and often commu-
nally charged remarks.

While many talk about Vijayan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the same
breath, especially over the alleged central-
isation of power, CPI(M) leaders dismiss
the comparison. They argue that Vijayan,
unlike Modi, frequently addresses the
media, gives interviews and never dodges
any questions.

His critics, however, refute that by ref-
erencing his famous outburst, “kadakku
purathu (getout)”, directed at reporters
who tried to gatecrash a meeting between
the CPI(M) and the BJP in Thiruvanantha-
puram in2017.

A man forall seasons

What his critics and supporters both
agree on is that Vijayan is the man to turn
toinacrisis.

When Vijayan was invited to be the
chief guest at the death anniversary func-
tion of Oommen Chandy, his predecessor
and bitter political rival, Chandy’s family
came under criticism from the Congress,
but they stood their ground. His son
Chandy Oommen later spoke about the
support Vijayan had extended to the late
leader during his last days.

A businessman’s recollection of his vi-
sitstothe CM Office, both Vijayan'sand that
of Oomen Chandy, offers one of the best in-
sights into the man.

When he walked into Chandy’s office,

hecould
the “people’s CM” from among the crowd
of Congress hangers-on. “They were every-
where — standing, sitting. even on the
handle ofthe CM’s chair. Thad to look hard
to spot the CM and finally I spotted him
near the bathroom, on his phone.”

In Pinarayi’s office, he says, it’s just the
CM. “Hegives you anappointment and ex-
pects you to be there at that precise time.
And when you meet him, he listens toyou.
If he thinks there’s merit to what you are
saying, he calls his secretary and asks for
thework tobe done. Ifhe doesn’t agree, he
will tell you bluntly,” says the businessman.

The 14th child of Mundayil Koran, a
toddy tapper, and Kalyani, a homemaker,
Vijayan did his primary schoolingat Amala
Basic, a missionary school in Pinarayi.
Those were the days when most childrenin
Pinarayi dropped out of school after Class 5
and rolled beedis for a living, But after Vi-
jayan completed his Class 5, school author-
ities prevailed on his parentstolet him con-
tinue hiseducation, “atleast until he failed™.
Vijayan not only finished school but en-
rolled at Brennen College,

Retired school teacher K Nanu, a close
friend of Vijayan from his childhood days,
was among those from Pinarayi who made
ittocollege.

Recalling an incident from their days at
Brennen Cu].lege Nanu: says “Studentsfrom
Pinarayi ice

llege. Theservice ws sosed to
beﬁee butoneday. the operator demanded
payment and threatened to sink the boat if
wedidn't payup. Allof usjumped offin fear,
exceptfor Vijayan. Later, with support from
the beedi workers of Pinarayi, the free ser-
vice was restored. Vijayan soon came to be
recognised as a bold student leader in the
Kerala Students Federation (the CPI's stu-
dent wing, which later became SFI).”

Talkmgoanayan sweddmg to Kamala,

“In diffi

ltto
find a bride for a polmclan But Kamala’s
father was an active Communist worker
and was happy to get his daughter married
to Vijayan.” Vijayan and Kamala, a former
school teacher, are parents to Veena, an
entrepreneur who is married to minister
Riyas, and Vivek, a banking professional.
DrSekhar Lukose Kuriakose, member-
secretary of the Kerala Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, says Vijayan's leadership
is “a textbook in crisis management”, “T
witnessed his leadership under extreme
pressure during Ochki, the floods 0f 2018
and 2019, landslides in Idukki and Waya-
nad. Such disasters demand a decision
maker who possesses both a clinical
understanding of systemic risks and a
keen awareness of consequences,” says Dr
Sekhar.
Former Chief Secretary Dr V

lic Works & Tourism, may have
been hisworst call.

That Pinarayicould have his
way, irrespective of party ideol-
ogy and the accompanying
pulls and pressures, was evi-
dent early in his first term. In

“The CMinvokes fearrather
thanaffection. Helikes it that
way. Hefeels the detachment
helps himget things done,”
saysapersonwho has
worked with Vijayan

P Joy describes Vijayan as a
“professional chief minister,
whogetsthingsdonein a profes-
sional manner”. Joy, who
served for two-and-a-half years
inthe Vijayan government, says,
“Decisionsare taken after delib-

2016, he appointed India-

‘American economist Gita Gopi-

nath as economic advisor, signalling that

hedid not bother about ideological slants.

Sources say Vijayan continued taking ad-

vice from Gopmalh even after she took on
i ing in the IMF.

toregister a significant growth

HEALTH INDICATORS

® Kerala has among the lowest infant
mortality ra(es(lMR)atS per1,000
live birth: :25)

other

“When it comes to getting things done,
Pinarayi adopts Deng Xiaoping'sapproach
— it does not matter if a cat is black or
white; as long as it catches mice, it’sa good
cat,” says a party colleague.

His critics also accuse Vijayan of com-
promising on the Left’s ideals. Vijayan's
political iltonanuncom-

@ The state hasa high burden of life-

O stylediseases such as hypertension
and diabetes, far above national
figures

They also point
d-rungs
despite helming the party for nearly three
decades, and his alleged sidelining of
leaderssuch as PJayarajan, who had awide
influence in Kannurdistrict.
But the most stark example is of KK

promising resistance to the Sangh Parivar,
astance that helped the CPI(M) draw mi-
nority communities closer. Butas he marks
10 years as CM, that image is under strain.
The Opposition has been accusing Vijayan
of surrendering to the RSS and BJP, refer-
ring to a string of incidents to make their
point— hisU-turnon the Centre’s PMSHRI
project forschools, which he had earlier dis-
missed asRSS-driven agenda; his failureto
actagainst ADGP Ajith Kumarover the sen-
iorTP salleged

RSSlead dhigkid -

nt Hindu leader

epaper.indianexpress.oon}l.. .

erations. But once he makes a

decision, there is nochange. He
uses meetings primarily as an opportunity
to listen to others. In the end, he presents
his opinion or decision. In my experience,
all meetings have been conducted at the
scheduled time, and usually last about an
hourat most.”

A person who has worked closely with
himsays Vijayan's inscrutability isoften de-
liberate. “He invokes fear rather than affec-
tion. But he likes it that way. He feels the de-
tachment helps him get things done. He
feelsall the infrastructure development he
managed during his term was possible be-
cause of thisapproach.” he says.

This election season, it’s this image of
Vijayan, as a “development man”, that
screams out of every bannerand hoarding.

On a500-metre stretch of the highway
leading from the Nedumbassery airport,
The Indian Express counted at least three
huge flex banners of the Chief Minister.

ACongress leadersays, “We want those
to stay. The more people see his face, the
more they are reminded of his arrogance,
and the better our chances.”

This then, is Vijayan's election — to win
ortolose.
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Go After the Big "Uns,
Let Minor Vices Go

Less legal clutter, better economic outcomes

Gol's second wave of decriminalising minor offences, as
reflected in the passage of Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill last week, builds on the gains from the
first round to improve ease of doing business. Replacing
jail terms with fines for small infractions reduces the

liance burden on busi while unclogging the
judicial pipeline. There is a case to be made that freeing
up capacity for productive activity improves both econo-
micoutputand governance. India’s experience bears out
thetheoretical underpinnings of aconsiderable overhaul
of laws that can be as reformative as any big-ticket item
of economic liberalisation.

As the PM has reiterated, there’s a need for India to con-
temporise its body of laws, partsof which go backa couple
of centuriesand have fallen out of step with requirements
of amodern economy. A rapidly growing economy like In-
dia’s needs simple, effective and enfor-
ceablelegislation. [tmust provideanef-
fective regulatory environment for the
new economy, and having a large over-
hang of unnecessary laws slows busi-
ness. NDA has been consistent in its ef-
forts to deliver more governance with
lessgovernment. Rationalisingitslegis-
lative archives isa core requirement in this endeavour.

Market forces work best in a lightly regulated environ-
ment. Since the economic liberalisation of the1990s, lar-
gechunksof theeconomy have been deregulated, and the
economy has been posting high rates of growth despite
externalshocks. Structurally. the economy has gained st-
rength despite an unfinished economic reforms agenda.
Decriminalisation across a wide array of laws does not
run into the moral hazard of amnesty schemes that tend
to penalise good behaviour. It merely adjusts the deter-
rence yardsticks for them to be more relevant. This mak-
es it an obvious area of reform for governments serious
about placing theeconomy onahighergrowthtrajectory.
Paperwork aside, decriminalisation is a win-win situa-
tion foradministrators and administered. Improved out-
comes should now follow. Keep them going, Gol.

Look Into Grave
Errors of Omlsswn

Always choose individual rights over ‘essential’ religious traditions when they come into conflict

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Constitution | {
Over Tradition <

Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar

Neerai Kaushal

Whose Rituals,
Whose Rights?

7 esterday, the Supreme Co-
urt started what could be
the most consequential
constitutional  delibera-
tions in recent Indian his-

tory. Its constitutional bench was
convened in the aftermath of the
judgment holding that women sho-
uld be admitted into Sabarimala

Dargah in Mumbai had prohibited
Muslim women from entering the
sanctum on the ground that they
may be menstruating, the same con-
cern as at Sabarimala. In 2016, Su-
preme Court held that women must
be allowed into the dargah. Surely.
the same rule must prevail for all re-
ligiousplaces.

The Ce bench will bere-

Temple in Kerala, not
a uamuonal ban on women of
menstru:

But it does mo-
re than revi As.l.t th(-
Sabarimala
Itstartswith Lhe position that freedom
of religion means protection to ‘essen-
tial religious practices’, not to other
discriminatory practices that have for
centuries marked all religions.

The Constitution is uwlal clear
that no discrimination is permitted

visiting several mses T hesc mc]ude

SWAMISPEAK Q temple entry ca,

mosque enuy tur
women in ‘Yasmeen Zuber Ahmad
Peerzada v. Union of India’; female
genital mutilation among Dawoodi
Bohras in ‘Sunita Tiwari v. Union of
India’; exclusion of Parsi women
married to non-Parsis from

on religion, caste, gen-
derorplace of birth. This provisional
isnothemmed in with ifsand buts. Se-
cond, the court should not be getting
into what are ‘essential practices’ of
different religions, and what are ‘non-
essential’. That is judicial overreach
with a capital O. It will open a Pando-
ra's box that’s best kept shut.

‘The US pioneered the concept of
freedom of religion. Its Supreme Co-
urt doesn’t go into what is essential
in different religions. Secular non-
discriminatory laws rule supreme.
Mormons, for instance, viewed poly-
gamy asan essential practice sancti-
fied by theirfounders, buthad togive
it up. Muslims in the US cannot —
and do not — demand Sharia law.
Jews cannot demand Jewish law,
and Hindus cannot ask for Hindu
law on, say, matters of succession.

In India, traditional Hindu prac-
tice forbade entry of dalits into
temples. Did Supreme Court seek to
establish whether banning dalit
entry was ‘essential’ or not ‘essenti-
al’? Many Hindus, and certainly gu-
ardians of temples, would have cal-
led it ‘essential’. It was established
practice for centuries.

temples in‘Goolrokh Gupta v. Burjor
Pardiwala’; and broader challenges
to practices such as polygamy and
nikah halala linked to ‘Shayara Ba-
nov. Union of India’. Inall
defendantsdefend discrimi

ree Ut dtoseta dea[},l o 4 Did the Supreme Courtstudy Ma- ‘essential religious practice:

o votersin West e nu’s laws or Dharma Shastras to de- The ‘essential religious practices’
esnot being eligible for the Special Intensive Revmon (SIR) ros- ude which of their many rulesand ~ doctrine, develuped in early cases
ter: Thisbureaucrati glingis, under by acipleays ol \MLILX.I such as ”1;13 r, Hindu
many asademocraticrupturea fortnight before the state goes to "m‘ Revnewmg the Sabari Religious Sri Laksh-

polls. Atits core, democracy rests on a simple premise: voters ch-
oose their representatives, not the other way around. Yet, the ex-
clusion of lakhs from electoral rolls due to the inability to verify
eligibility in time flips things around. And when the State is un-
able to have its machinery in place to adjudicate the validity of
redressals, its inability can be construed as unwillingness.

The sheer scale of disenfranchisement — 20 lakh people —
comes inthe backdropof anelection battle-
ground where weedingout ‘(Bangladeshi)
illegal migrants' is part of the opposition
BJP'scrideguerre. Thismakesitespecial-
ly \wox rlsome for cm/ens who fear disen-
fr with ‘deci-
tizenship’at some stage. Logistically, itis,
indeed, difficult at this stage to impose a
realisticti appeals. But with most ibunals
noteven ‘fully operational’, theadjudicationsystemeffectively
consigns these individuals to electoral limbo.

Other states that have conducted SIR have also had large cor-
rectional exclusions. But with Bengal’s sensitivities—alarge
Muslim population inaborder state—the case is significantly

opens the door for review of dalit
temple entry and similar matters.
Pleaseavoid that.

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Par-
sis follow normal secular law in Eu-
rope and North America. They
don't argue that freedom of religion
entitles them to discrimination in
matters such as caste or gender. In-
diashould be nodifferent.

India’s Constitution and laws are
clear that religious laws are irrele-

vant in criminal matters. Islamic
law lays down that a thief should ha-
ve hisright hand and left foot ampu-
tated, Even today, in the name of
Sharia, Iran cuts off fingers of men
convicted of theft. ButIndian crimi-
nallaw issecularand applies to all.

India’s Constitution does, on the
other hand, permit different religious
groups to follow historical traditions
inpersonal law But this issupposed to
be temporary, The Constitution also
calls for the creation of a common ci-
vil code. It's a shame that this has yet
to happen. India shoul(l havea smgle
botheri-

different politically. Disenfr i ant — for r ther SL'!_-\:]AA ..:x\ for i
than duplication, death or genuine ineligibility — is a grave u“gab?\‘l]imp:lr::];;tl)uilr‘ﬁw( havebeen
errorof that Election Cq should seriously o ialatall. Earlier, Haji Ali

address. If voters cannot trust their right to vote to be protected,
then democracy itself wobbles.

%
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v y
'} : ’ Earpod soldiers, and watch the
/" grooveof war turn to that of peace

Put On Music, End
The Discordant War

Imagine in thisage of wa.r—amut xsa.nage of war evenif
youthinkitwasn't i Inall
this, suddenm PeteHegseth, TVanchnrman turned-Amer-

mindra Thirtha Swamiar of Shirur
Mutt’, requires judges to determine
whether a practice is fun

to a religion. This has always been
wrong, as it forces judges to enter
areas outside their remit, making
themarbiters of religious doctrine.

The bench needs to affirm that
the distinction between ‘essential’
and ‘non-essential’ features of reli-
gions is neither logical nor practi-
cal, and must henceforth be abolis-
hed. That will truly clear the decks,

Instead of asking whether a prac-
tice is central toareligion, the court
should ask whether it violates fun-
damental rights. If so, it should not
be protected, regardless of its reli-
gious significance. This will affirm
primacy of the Constitution andav-
oid the need for judges to enter reli-
giousdoctrine.

Articles 14,15and 21 of the Consti-
tution unequivocally prohibit dis-
crimination on various grounds, in-
cluding gender. These are constitu-
tionally foundational. Any religious
practice, however ancient or widely

Thereareno trespassers

T ew York: Who would ha-
ve thought India’s com-
munists would favour re-
ligious fundamentalism
over gender equality? A
few weeks before voting tomorrow,
Kerala'sruling LDFdida U-turnon
its position on the Sabarimala
Temple case. It had earlier suppor-
ted the Supreme Court verdict of

2018 that exclusion of

womenbetween10-50yrs
from the temple was un-
constitutional, violating
fundamental rights to
equality and freedom of
religion.

Eight years later, the
LDF government seems to be say-
ingtohell with gender equality, and
that it supports religious funda-

mentalists. The ruling left is now
chanting: ‘Rituals must be protec-
ted.’ But whose rituals?

The Mala Arayan adivasi com-
munity in Kerala, traditional custo-
dians of the Sabarimala deity befo-
re brahmins took control of the
temple in the early 19 c., did not fol-
low rituals that brahmins want to
protect. The adivasis did not exclu-
de women of menstruating age
from entering the temple. They did
not believe in the purification cere-
mony that brahmin tantris per-
form. The latter introduced these

EVES WIDE SHUT

THE SPEAKING TREE

RighttoLive
And Die

SUDHA DEVINAYAK
isatrajectory through

time's vicissitudes with an origin
i Jourt, inre- d i tten intoit.
sponse to petitions against its 2018 Onceabeing is conceived, it is nur-
verdict on Sabarimala, started its tured in the womb, safe from all
hearing yesterday. The goal before predators, and wl it sees the lig-
thebench is to examine discrimina- htof the world, it isembraced and

tory practices in other religions,
and lay down constitutional princi-
ples for determination of such issu-
es. Religious organisations — Hin-
du as well as Muslim — have taken

the position that the co-
\ urts do not have the aut-

hority to determine ‘es-
sential religious practi-
ces', as they are matters
of faith that are held sa-
cred by followers,

True. But Sabarima-
la is now a case of one group tramp-
ling over the religious space of
another group that was the traditio-
nal custodian of the temple. The
two groups have different rituals:
one isgender-neutral, and the other
has rituals that discriminate aga-
inst women of menstruating age
and considers them impure.

Mala Arayan adivasis claim that
Ayyappan, Sabarimala’s deity, is

celebrated. Life isabout nurture
and preservation, a collaborative
effort by the natural and social
forces it is surrounded by, and
’human beings grow to find their
goals and lead meaningful lives.
‘Though the end isan eventuality
builtintothevery fabricof life, it
isfarfromlogical or predictable.
We only know that theleaseof life
will expire, and we need to leave
withouta backward glance, We
could beat themercy of inexplica-
ble, randomly malicious and un-
controllableforces. We may en-
counter unforeseen accidents or
beafilicted witha life-threatening
disease that could keep us on hold
indefinitely Keepingalive a termi-
nally-ill patient, ina vegetative
state, toendureaslow, agonising
death is notethical. Beyond the
preservation of lifeatall costs,an
individual withan irreversible

their ancestral god. They claim they medical condition has the inalien-
were removed from lhmx lan(l thro- ableright toleave with dignity.
ugh violence and aro- When i e
und 1800. Yet, its bers continue eneed

to go back to the temple to practice passionate, heartbreaking decisi-

their rituals, and they continue to
consider Sabarimalaas theirancest-
raldeity In 2013, they filed a writ peti-
tion in Kerala High Court to reclaim
their rights for lighting Makaravi-
lakku, an annual ritual at the temp-
le.Ithasbeen13yrs, butthecourthas
not pronounced a verdict on that.
There is historical evidence that
supports the validity of the claims
of Mala Arayan adivasis. For in-
stance, Abhilash Thadathil of Cent-
refor Development Studies citesthe
work of Rev Samuel Mateer, who vi-
sited South India in the mid-19"c. In
'his1883 work, Native Life in Travan-

ontoremoveall artificial barriers
toextendlifeand let the individu-
al pass in peace. There isa digni-
ty and grace in this leave-taking
that respects the sanctity of life
andthe quietacceptanceof the
inevitable with stoic resignation.
We bow to the supreme Will, con-
tinuing tolove those welost.

PEASIN A
PODCAST

core, Mateer establishes the bond Tt
between the Mala Arayan commu- Antarc.hca!
nityand Sabarimala. !ﬁ

It appears that the temple remai- Amp I ed
ned gender-neutral even after it was Onasun-drenched January
taken over by brahmins, and even as morning, 60 yrsago, the: ﬁml

women: fouri

entry into the temple. i in th th Is-

theritualsof

ted gro
wing around the mid-20* ¢. In l%’;
Kerala Hindu Places of Public Wors-
hipRules banned women between10-

ctic Pe-
ninsula. Since then, this rem-
ote wilderness has transform-
edintoacoveted destination,

rituals after they them-
selvesasthe top: ﬁuﬂmrity of theSa-
barimala Temple.

Brahmin tantris are all men. Af-
ter they began these practices, they
also decided that they have the ex-
clusive authority to perform the pu-
rification ceremony because they
believe themselves to be purer than
any caste, tribe or gender:

InJanuary 2019, inaletter toKera-
1aCM Pinarayi Vijayan, over 200 adi-
vasi and dalit activists, human
rights groups, and social organisa-
tions stated that Sabarimala priests
violated the constitutional rights of
tribals, demanded that the shrine be
returned to tribals, and that brah-
min tantris be dismissed. While
LDF has changed its opinion on the
top court verdict, it has not respon-
ded todemands of theactivists. Does
it consider that only rituals of brah-
mins matter; and that the rights of

S0yr yi

Despite the 2018 bunmme Court
verdict, not many 10-50-yr-old wo-
men haverequestedentry into Saba-
rimala. This may reflect di

80,000 visitor
last yearalone,

For those who may never set
footthere, A VoyagemAntam

ticaoffersan i

in the temple that does not allow
thementry, respect for currentprac-
tices of the temple. Or fear of beco-
mingvictimsof aggression by brah-
min tantris who run the temple, The
topcourt’sjudgment, one way orthe
other; is not changing practices,

In the political and constitutio-
nalarena, the issue hasgrown more
complex. It isno longer solely about
protectingritualsof a particular fa-
ith. Instead, itreflects aclash betwe-
enpuritanical, exclusionary practi-
ces of brahmin tantris and egalita-
rian, inclusive traditions of tribal
communities, LDF may come to
regretitsdecision, which risksalie-
nating women, liberal men and tri-
bal votersalike.

native. Produced by United
Kingdom Antarctic Heritage
Trust, the
brin-

podeast]
gstogether
-~ scientists,
explorers,
. conservati-
onists, writ-
ersandartists to painta vivid
portraitof thecontinent. Th-
rough their voices, Antarctica
becomes more thana frozen
expanse— it reveals itself as
aplace shaped by history.
For amore sensory experien-
ce, Voice of the lcebergtak
esadifferentapproach. Inthis
episode, New Zealand artist

followed, that violates these guaran- tribals should be trampled upon. Joseph Michael ventures into
tees must not get protection in the justastherights of women are? Thewrifer is professor of social pol avast glacier’s crevasse field,
nameof the same Constitution. A 9judge constitution bench of Columbia University, navigating fragile ice corrido-
rstoreach the luminous blue
heartof an iceberg. What un-

@ ® e folds is not just a visual jour-
ney butanauditoryone—he

captures the deep groans, sh-

arpcracks and subtle echoes

of shiftingice, turning them

intoan almost musical com-

' of pay- they rating inward remittances and position. The episode lingers
mentsto hecrcdned wxl!nu 1hr), than domestic ones, suv:h as U'PL Tlns xmpmvm(, transparency around on these sounds, allowing lis-
cheaper (averager is where UPI tunity. with cross-border i Antarc-
reduced to3% or belov.) more trans- Forexporters, it ility of Indiat Ly d
parentand mor sible. That affect: il i Ithat y i inmotion.
ambition isnotabout It cycles. For famili i T

Kiran Shetty

isabout competitiveness,

India is the world’s largest recipi-
entof remittances. Its global diaspo-
ra sends home §135 bn annually.

India’s pay ion combi-
nessoftand hard power, arare feat
inafield of viral innovation. Abun-
d'\m engmeermg talent focused on
2 daily money chores easier
and safer has created a population-

ican i | ‘Call

that playing the vi

of unique value to

uncertainty,
Indm hasalso ticked off aflurry of
trade deals, with the world’s largest
economic blocs like the EUand US
(interim deal, formal signing yet to

remittances, clarity on fees and forex
rates determines how much reaches
home. For India’s

of UPIwas notjust technological hut
institutional. It aligned policy, in-

investors, seamlesscaplm muhnlm
enhances global integration.
Encouragingly,

frastr market partici-
pants toward a shared outcome.
Asimilarapproach to cross-border
ould deliver outsized

progress, such as better and more

transparent data, are in place. Glo-

‘bal adoption of richer data stan-
as1S020022isi i

benefits. As India deepens trade ties,
negotiates digital economy part-
ner: ships and explores international

happen), butalso witk 1l
partnerssuchas Britain and Oman.

transparency and reducing fri iction.

UPI, globally inter-
operablestandards will become

[ Chat Room |

Coal Tech Shield
For Fuel Security

Aprapos ‘It's the Politics, Stupid
by Pranab Dhal Samanta (Apr7),

of Duty’ is l'all -world activity, Imagine, too, he and his ilk country and consumers— and now These are good for India for two The objective is straightforward: evenmore critical. Efficientreuse despite India making rapid stri-

" f the world. reasons: provide upfront certainty oncost(no  of existing cross-border infracom- des in renewable energy sources

et ustiErRuRied Oy Abioss bandhlating s Barmat g This new financi s »D foothold inglobalcom.  hidden fee), enablereal-timetrack.  bined withaligned service level suchas solarand wind. the usage

A = b cl inthe merce— Indi lessthan  ing, pro- pr 1 progi of coal in power generation still
Sure, inane. But actually, tri- “global southy’, lending lustre o 2% of global traded tectionand, wtwre  withou rules. With rapid urbanisation
edit? If it K . surely, itean l.nd.lan ]eadel‘shlp whilealsodra- P Trade pacts will boost MSMES, allows, instant settlement. 'I he p\ izeis ngmﬁLant F aster and and usage of electrical gadgets

1. i B Pi anand  to fuel the next theirrole in international supply ots T demand

- wave of Indian innovation. Ovu the chains, augmentingjobs. Research showsthat much of lhe p'\ymcms i educc transaction costs, for power is: sux'gmg. and with the

theEIS]acked lr{nkaraokedue’LMgsoufiP pastdecade, Indiahas International delay ss-border transactions  improve ligf for plansfor increa-
ing ‘Meet Na Mila Re Man Ka', while his counterpart belts demonstrated that bold ambmun necessary toenable India’s ;deeper occursin the ‘lastmile’,afterfunds  businesses, enhance remittance singnumber of power-guzzling

‘Sweet Caroline’. Th and policy is dw Iw\dm.ndm of incursion , yet reach th bank. ReguL'x- flows and nltimately support econo- data centres, electricity demand

ldiers mahses that the only thing worth fighting for is the
Warthri march-
mg boots, droning drones.... So, why not hijack that rhy-
riffs.
Anrl. suddenly. IRGC and US Army platoons are too busy
improvising tofight anyone,
Of course, cynics will scoff: ‘Music, you hippies, can'tstop
war"Butregardlessof whatzo"'-c ldlotshkePHegsethand

Tru think, let's preseri t If they
still insist on fighting, nail Andwatch
world peace droplike gentle snow.

ial
innovation. UPI, the core payments
platformat the heart of India’s
paymentsrevolution, is the outcome.
UPT'hasnot just digitised pay-
ments but madeaccess synonymous
with publicservice, delivered on
financial inclusion through ubiqui-
ty low costand scale. It has set new
standards for speed of delivery and
affordability. The next frontier is

clear: cross-border payments. = e
In Payments Vision 2025, RBI -

articulated bition aligned with -

G20 roadmap: make cross-border Fly, money, fly

tory reporting require-
ments, compliance
checks, fr

micgrowth.
India’sdomestic pa)‘ments tmnsv

formation isagl

would rise exponentially The
West Asia conflict is taking a toll
onourenergy security Plantsand
industries that utilise gas have
been hit inamajor

way. Indiais
rt, butis hu-

tors, banks and payment
S across

infrastructures and Extending that leadership bt,)‘()l’ld
time-zone differences borders would n:mfome its: pusmm\
mtmduco friction. Add-  notonlyasadigital

xes:.m!, er; butasake: of the next
requir f global financi

action between regula- nectivity Theambition isclear:

ensure that sending money across
assimple

RBI hasset the ball
rolling with proposed
measuresaimedataccele-

andreliableas sending itacross town.

Thewriter is regional head,
India & South Asia, SWIFT

gely dependent on coal. It'stime

India Inc invested liberally inac-

qu iring| (,asnﬁcmmn technology
oal usage.

R VBaskaran
Pune
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Kalpakkam: Get set for
nuclear-fuel recycling

Indida’s indigenous,fast breeder reactor at this site has reached criticality. It marks a major

milestone in our nuclear-power plan, signalling progress towards energy independence

ndia’s prototype fast breeder reactor at
Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, has gone ‘critical,’
heralding the second stage of a three-stage
nuclear power generation programme
envisaged by Homi J. Bhabha. When a
reactor goes critical, it means that a single
atomic fission event within it releases enough
neutrons to produce exactly one other fission,
onaverage. This is enough to sustain the pro-
cess of breaking uranium into lighter ele-
ments, destroying some mass and creating
energy at arate defined by Einstein’s famous
equation, E=mc2. If the fission is sub-critical,
every fission of a uranium atom would not lead
toanother fission and the chain reaction would
fizzle out. If the reactor goes super-critical,
each fission would lead to multiple new fis-
sions, sending the reactor into uncontrollable
overdrive. The purpose of our fast breeder
reactoris to use plutonium recovered from the
spent fuel of first-stage fission reactors to
‘breed’ yet more plutonium. Once sufficient
quantities of this stuffare produced, it can be
used to interact with locally available thorium
inthe plan’s third stage to produce uranium.
Consider the science of it. Thorium, uranium
and plutonium all belong to a class of elements
called ‘actinides.” Bombarded under intense
heat by neutrons in a nuclear reactor, uranium
turns into plutonium. This plutonium exists
inthe spent fuel of a regular reactor; if it is
notrecovered, it renders this waste material
highly radioactive and toxic, making disposal
achallenge. However, once it is recovered, an
oxidized version of it can be mixed with a
uranium oxide to produce ‘Mox' fuel for a fast
breeder reactor. Fissile plutonium interacts
with uranium and this mixture works like
enriched uranium. In addition to energy, a fast

breeder reactor produces a lot more of pluto-
nium, which can be used to produce fresh
batches of Mox and yet more plutonium. Once
enough of it has been created, a uranium blan-
ket over the reactor’s core can be replaced with
one of thorium; this can be turned into fissile
uranium, which in turn would serve as fuel
India’s standard pressurized heavy water reac-
tors (PHWRs). Think of it as fuel recycling.
‘Work on our fast breeder reactor began in
the early 2000s, before the India-US nuclear
deal 0f 2008 released us from the shackles of a
tech-denial regime. So this fast breeder reac-
tor'sdesign and construction are indigenous.
It has taken time, but India has gained notable
expertise in this field to match its PHWR profi-
ciency. Yet, alobbying effort is underway that
cites slow progress on our three-stage project
to push fora technology under development in
the US which would use a mix of high-assay
low enriched uranium and thorium as fuel for
PHWRs. Now that our prototype fast breeder
reactor has attained criticality, we should
ignore any attempt to kill this plan. Let’s per-
sist with the fast-breeder path we chose till its
final stage. It will help minimize our need for
uranium imports. In an uncertain world where
vital supplies could be subject to geopolitical
constraints and past understandings have
been falling apart, it is crucial that we push for
self-sufficiency to the extent possible. Recent
reforms aimed at obtaining clean energy from
nuclear plants have laid the ground for small
modular reactors to be set up. These projects
will be import-intensive but are welcome too.
And ifviable fusion reactors being developed
in the US (and China) arrive in the meantime,
that may be the only reason to abandon our
homegrown nuclear energy programme.
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Philanthropic sapling planting
can't fill in for carbon reduction

Industrial emissions must be slashed. This is not only an environmental but a business imperative

RKAR
is an independent expert based in New
Delhi, Kolkata and Odisha. Twitter: @scurve
Instagram: @soumya.scurve.

* very year, some of India’s largest
industrial companies publish sus-
tainability reports that are full of

details on the number of trees planted,
villages electrified and water bodies
restored. And every year, the factories
that made those reports possible con-
tinue to burn coal, run furnaces and
emit carbon atrates that have barely
changed ina decade. Both things are
true. Neither cancels the other out.
That is the uncomfortable part.

India’s corporate sector has spent
the decade since the enactment of the
Companies Act of 2013 perfectin;
ilar kind of environmental sin-

v. The law required large compa
nies to spend 2% of their profits on i
tiatives for social good. The intention
wassound. But for heavy industry hke
steel, cement, coal and chemid
created an unintended side-effect.
opened up away to be seen as environ-
mentally responsible without any
change in how the business actually
ran. Plant trees, fund solar panelsina
village, restore a watershed, file the
reportand then move on. The factory
that was a source of emissions stayed
exactly as it was. This wasa compliance
exit from the harder question of what
to do 1bnu| carbon coming out of the

smﬂl fraction of large listed
¥ Onlpdmﬂh'l\ esetany targetsto
reduce emissions from their core oper-

ations, while environmental corporate
social responsibility (CSR) budgets
have grown steadily. More blingl:

India’stop 1,000 listed companies to
disclose actual operational emissions
side their CSR spe inthe

studics of corporate disclosure over
the past decade suggest that heavier

same document. For the first time,
analysts and investors can put both

on envir I philan-

bers on the same page.

thropy has not translated to greater
investment in an actual clean-up of
industrial processes. In some analyses,
the relationship ironically runs the
otherway. Therefore, philanthropy
isnotacomplement to change. Itis
simplya pressure v; al\ e.

Estimates of unpriced carbon risk
sitting on the balance sheets of India’s
largest industrial emitters run into
trillions. The tardy efforts of Indian
industry to decarbonize require no
new rules, but three fixes.

Om- redirect about a quarter of all

This patterny because the
incentives made it rational. Afforesta-
tionis cheap, visible and easy to put in
anannual report. Replacing a blast fur-
nace process or retrofitting a cement
kiln costs millions, carries technology
riskand squeezes profits in the short
term. Aslongas the rules reward the
firstand say nothing about the second,
most companies will choose the first.
Thisis nota moral failing. It i
dictable business response.
nota first step. It'sa detour.
are now changing that

tax, known as the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), has
comeinto force year. A few major
goods exported to Europe are being
charged for the carbon produced in
making them. Indian steel and alumin-
ium exporters, who have long com-
peted partly by not paying for their
emissions, are facing a direct price
penalty. As muchas 20% of India’s steel
exports could be materially affected. It
is astraightforward commercial prob-
lem, with no reputational cushion.

At home, India’s carbon credit
trading scheme is setting up a carbon
market. Once carbon carries a price in
rupees, the financial case for investing
in cleaner processes will improve on its
own, without any need for persuasion
based on prmup]e '\k)reu\ er; Lhe
Securities and Exe s

| CSR budgets towards
cutting emissions withina company's
own supply chain—cleaner suppliers,
less carbon-heavy logistics and energy
efficiency inancillary units. The
money has already been set aside. It
justneeds to go elsewhere.

Two,apply an internal carbon price
toevery investment decision. Firms
that apply a shadow carbon price of,
say tcl~() 80 p(‘l tonne toinvestment

hoose cleaner technologies
more often when given the choice. A
numberinaspreadsheet changes the
conversation in ways that a sustainabil-
ity strategy document rarely does.

Three, tie executive pay to emission
reduction targets. Companies that
linked a meaningful share of senior pay
to emission-reduction targets are
found to have cut their operational car-
bon intensity much faster than those
that did not. Incentives work—i
finance, sales or decarboni ]

India’s industrial base is large
enough for the handling of this transi-
tion to matter beyond the country’s
borders. The companies that move
early will find cheaper capital, open
export markets and hold a stronger
competitive position. Those that keep
filing sustainability reports full of proc-
lamations on saplings while leaving
their furnaces untonched will eventu-
ally face areckoning with irate regula-
ton investors or trade partners. These

i hould choose toact while

envi

ness Rcspomlhlhty and Sustaina-
bility Reporting requirement asks

10 BEARS 460

they still can. That window will not stay
open indefinitely.
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This advanced reactor [at
Kalpakkam)], capable of
producing more fuel than it
consumes, reflects the depth
of our scientific capability
and the strength of our
engineering enterprise.

NARENDRA MODI

No work, all play: Musk’s prophecy may not come true

ATANU BISWAS

- £ 2
is professor of statistics, Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata.

lon Musk has predicted that in 10 to 20
vears, work will become optional. He
has done this umpteen times—in
responsetoaNew York Timesarticle about
Amazon, ata US-Saudi investment forum,
in a conversation with Zerodha's Nikhil
Kamath, at Viva Technology 2024 in Paris
and the 2023 Al Safety Summit in Bletchley
Park. “It'll be like playing sports or a video
gameorsomething like that,” Musk said. He
alsolikened havingajob to the more time-
consuming task of farminga vegetable gar-
den instead of going grocery shopping.
\Au<l\ believes that robots and 1rt|ﬁcm]
lligence (A will deliver any g
services. yuu desire. In his view, humanoid
robotslike Tesla's Optimus may grow to be
the biggest industry. According to Musk, A
androboticscould usherinan erainwhich
allpeopleare “far wealthier than the richest
person on Earth.” Additionally, Musk has
stated, “We probably won't have money,
and probably we will just have energy [and]
power generation as de facto currency.”

Musk, however, admitted that we must
ensure that Al has a strong concern for
truthand beauty.

The English economist John Mays mr(l
Key d daringand fasci
ictions in his 1930 article, ‘Economic

technology that will reduce the need for
human lahmlr insomew Also,in 2019,

vhere human labourisvol-
xe-sdhund.m( eand human-

Chinese billionaire Jack Ma predicted that

1l Albots

people may work as little as three days a
weekand four hoursa day in the next10-20
years, thanks to \cchnnlng’wal advance-

dchangesin ms.

en’.
he\ nes foresaw a huge increase in earnin
overthe course of the followi ingcentur
well as an unparalleled period of leisure
brought about by improved standards of
living during which people would “do more
things for ourselves...only too glad to have
small duties and tasks and routines.”

Three hoursa day isquite enough tosat-
isty the old Adam in most of us!” Keynes
remarked. But Musk now predictsawork-
less old Adam!

A future without jobs would be more dys-
topian than utopian; as one might imagine,
civilization would strive to survive,

From the invention of wheels to the
introduction of machinesin Nottingham’s
textile industry, and from steam enginesto
electricity, the history of human civilization
shows that lnrhnolngiml revolutions not
only ivity butal
some hunun labour to machines lh.ll
humans have created, thereby reducing
human workloads. Isn't Al just another

There has undoubtedly

are dispersed throughout the Milky Way
a Elon Musk may well have been
inspired by Banks’ concept since he was a
student. Inessence, Musk may believe that
I'will lead to a Banksian

been a significant shift in 0 al 3

work hg:lrs since the KeyneS' forecaSt “Inthose books, money
Industrial Revolution, doesn’t exist,” Musk once
whenworkersputin10-16 of far greater oo o e kind of
o e, income, living M L
redievial sty standardsand St
?1leir'ﬂlxu's ﬁagﬁc}\'an_ﬂ leisure time ll}‘e nn[i(‘inal_e;‘lu .:I
inally cause the seismic advancements might take
transformation in work- |00k5 a Iot centuries or millennia to
phceullmrﬂ]nl Keynes . materialize rather than
foresaw in his famous  IMOre realistic  decades.

essay? Orwould it funda-

mentally change to the

degree that Musk has been forecasting?
Scottishauthor lain M. Banks"*Culture’

series of sci-fi novels, published between

1987 and 2012, serve as inspiration for

Musk’s automated, job-voluntary future,

withmoney not beingan issue. The self-de-

scribed socialist author imagined a post-

According to Musk,

since everyone will have

access to this magic genie, Al will actasa
kind of leveller. But didn’t he tell Tywitter
employees in November 2022 to be ready
for 80-hourworkweeksamid a tumultuous
start to his leadership at the company?
More recently, Tesla announced Musk's $1
trillion pay package (though payable only if

met). And how ct
willit be o dev elopan Al that's “maximally
truth-seeking?"

Robots so far have proven expensive,
making them difficult to scale, even asthe
cost of Alis declining, according to a new
working paper by the University of Penn-
sylvania’s Konrad Kording and Ioana Mari-
ne who presented a novel framework
forassessing Aland the future of work. “Al
transformation will be significant yet
bounded, not infinite.” they contend.

‘There are many expertswho do not agree
with Musk’s prediction that Al will rans-
form the workplace beyond recognition.
After Musk's remarks in Bletchley Park,
Mustafa Suleyman, a British AL resemher
and co-founderof DeepMind, said i 23,
“Ithink that certainly overa 50-year period,
weshould be concerned.”

While Musk's vision of full-scale automa-
tion may partly be the future, Aladoption in
the workplace is still not happening as
quickly as anticipated, despite recent
rounds of tech-related layofts.

‘Thus, rather than confirming the Mus-
kian prognosis, an Al-driven global labour
market may lend credence to a Keynesian
scenario. The future that Keynes had in
mind was around 2030, right?
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Why a crude oil crisis could play
out differently this time around

India’s economy, like the worldss, is structurally less vulnerable than in the 70s but policymalkers must still pay close attention

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is executive director at Artha India Research
Advisors.

L ' he ongoing war in West Asia has casta
pallof uncertainty over the global
economy. The disruptions in energy
supplies have begun toripple through
supply chainsacross the world. Iniits

|} latest monthly review of the Indian
economy, the finance ministry has noted: “Recent
shocksare being transmitted through higher input
costs, supply constraints and pressures across sec-
tors, with early indications of some moderation in
economic activity

For economic policymakers, managing a disrup-
tion in supply is far more complicated than
responding to asudden shift in demand. The rea-
son issimple. In the case of a demand shock, both
output and prices move in the same direction. For
example, asudden drop in demand in an economy
will lead to slower growth as well as lower inflation.
The textbook solution of stimulating the economy
through lower interest rates as well as higher
government spending usu works well.

Supply shocks are very different. Output and
prices move in different directions. For example, a
shortage of supplies means that economic activity
slows down while inflation moves up. The text-
book solutions lose their bite in these extraordi-
nary situations, creating tricky choices between
either supporting growth or taming price
increases.

Alotwill depend on how long the war will last.
The best strategy right now would be for the
government to absorb some of the initial price
increases through either tax cuts or higher subsi-
dies, while the Reserve Bank of India waits along
the sidelines. It will be less neat in case the supply
shock lasts through the year.

Policymakers, companies, investors and econo-
mists will obviously be keeping a close eye on how
ecmmmlr grmmh and inflation behave in the

1. Tl ral ey ionisthat
ity will los while
price pressures will increase. The linal effect on
both fronts will be tough to assess since war disrup-
tionsare still playing outand the impact could be
non-linear in case there are physical shortages of
keyinputs, both for industry as well as agriculture.

Does economic history offer any clues? The first
major oil shock that hit the global economy was in
October1973. Oil prices quadrupled in a short span
oftime after West Asian petroleum exporters
imposed a severe embargo on shipments after the
Yom Kippur war of some Arab states with Israel.

The Indian economy went through a harrowing
time. Consumer price inflation averaged 23%a
yearover the next two years. Economic growth was
amodest 4.6% in 1973-74. It then went into nega-
tive territory the next year. Growth in nominal
grossdomestic product (GDP) was 22.6% that year
and 17.7%in1974-75. What thismeans is that the

sharp rise in nominal GDP was because of higher
prices rather than an increase in output. Stagfla-
tion, inotherwords.

The next oil shock came in 1979 after the Islamic
revolution in Iran and start of the Iran-Iraq war.
Nominal GDP expanded by a modest 9.1% in
1979-80 and then a sharp 19.5% the next year. India
had double-digitinflation in both these years. The
economy contracted by 5.2% in real tern
1979-80. It bounced back the following year, witha
real growth rate of 7.2%.

However, harsh lessons from those two oil
shocks have to be tempered with one other fact.
India was unlucky to face energy shortages even as
droughts hit agricultural production in these two
periods. So high inflation as well as muted eco-
nomic growth was the result of a twin battering
that the governments of the day had no direct con-
trol over. Agriculture is now a much smaller part of
the Indian economy compared to 1973 and 1979,
and food stocks are far more comfortable. Thisis
important given early warnings of an EI Nifio year,
which signals dry conditions. However, on the
otherside, India uses far more fossil fuel energy
than it did back then.

The other lesson comes a year closer to our
times. Soaring international crude oil prices were

EEEw
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one reason why India’s nominal growth was18.7%
in 2010-11. Consumer price inflation averaged
12.2% that year. Unlike 1973 or 1979, global oil pri-
ces were pushed up by red-hot economic growth
in countries such as China and India as well specu-
lative buying fuelled by a wave of cheap money
unleashed by central banks in the aftermath of the
North Atlantic Financial Crisis in 2008. The main
lesson here s that inflation was not the result of
restrictions on energy s pplivs butalso of loose
Macroeconomic pol

Alookat the data since L)70 showsthat thereisa
negligible relationship between global oil prices
onone hand and nominal economic growth on the
other. Data points scatter, with no clear pattern.
‘The line of best fit has a slope so gentle that it is
barely meaningful. India has grown rapidly with oil
at$15.a barrel and equally rapidly with oil at $10.

However, this overall benign story hides what
happened during severe energy shocks—in
1973-74,1980-81,1990-91 and 2021-22. A lot will
depend on the details. Is the world facing asupply
shock orademand shock? Are there

any n(her emgermus blows, such as a hit to food

ion? How d lentare

ml" And how will economic policy respond to
these dislocations?

MY VIEW
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Trump is making China look
like a better bet for the world

Pax Americana has been unreliable but Chinese wares have helped

MIHIR SHARMA
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist.

| oratleast adecade, developing coun-
- triesacross Asiaand Africa have wor-

ried about growingdependent on the
People’s Republic of China. They're con-
cerned about debt traps, coercive policies
and hidden costs that might push their
economies toward crisis.

Crisis hascome, and that logic hasbeen
turned on its head. After six weeks of the
‘USand Israel onlranand itsensuing
counter-attacks, itis the countries that bet
on Chinese supply chains that are faring
better than the ones that had trusted Pax
Americana.

Consider Pakistan. By now it should
have been in themiddle of yet another eco-
nomicand social implosion. It has always
been vulnerable to energ) pnce shocks,
giventhatit i
much ofit through the Stran ofHormuL
The country has $130 billion in external
debtanda persistent current account defi-
citand so the slightest nudge should have
tipped it over mlu iy familiar spiral:
gency i
tary Fy Lmd 18-] hour power blackouts, unrest
onthestreets.

Noneofthatisvisible. There are signs of
stress, certainly. Islamabad has hiked fuel
prices and isreportedly planning to shut
offelectricity for two to three hours each
day. Asustained shortage of liquid natural
gaswill make it hard to keep power plants
running. But, compared to the situation
Jjust a few yearsago—wl hen, after the Rus-

ian invasion of Ukraine, th had
a full-scale meltdown—it's showing
remarkable resilience.

Relying upon Beijing may not turn out
to be any safer eventually. ISTOCKPHOTO

which cheap Chinese goods are turning
out to be sources of resilience rather than
disruption. Nepal hasa higher proportion
of electric vehicles (EVs) than any other
country in the world, barring Norway. Its
huge imported fleet of cheap EVs mean
thatitis far less worried about petrol prices
than most of its Asian neighbours. And
they run on clean electricity, emerging
from a hydropower infrastructure that is
financed in part by Beijing.

It’s not hard to imagine policymakers
fromacross the developing world looking
atexampleslike these and concluding that
betting on Beijing isn't actually the riskier
option. Some may already have taken that
chance; imports of Chinese solar panels
have shot up in the past couple of years
across sub-Saharan Africa in particular. If
the only options are dependence on pre-
dictably mercantilist Beijing and on an
erratic, self-centred and disruptive US, the
choiceisobvious.

That may turn out to be the wrong call. It
is not wise to imagine that relying upon
Beijing's goodwill is any safer. In just the
past year, China has shown its willingness
to weaponize (‘omml oversupply Lhnm&

such I of! drare
earths.

But right now, the contrast is glaring.
Cuunlnes that behe\ ed lhal the world’s

What's the dlﬂerem 2 Chinese 1

open dby Amer-

solarpanels. F ly tran-
sitioned to solar power, lmpomngdbout 17
gigawatts a year of photovoltaics since
2024. A quarter of households have
installed solar panels for their own use.
Islamabad didn’t even have tospend too
much money subsidizing the renewables
rollout. It just had to ride Chinese overca-
pacity and make it work for Pakistani citi-
zens by keeping tariffs low. The price of
unpnrt(d aulur panels dropped by almost
60" ; Beijing's di

ican 1y, would protect them from
shocks are struggling; those who chose to
run therisk of dependence upon Chinese
imports and infrastructure are showing
unexpected resilience.

This will only get worse if the US with-
draws from the Gulf without making an
effort toreopen the Strait of Hormuz. Then
thelesson theworld learns is even harsher:
America will make decisions about your
energy supply, take no respunslbnhl) for

he ¢ and then leave. China

tion of millions of
households across Pakistan.

Many othercountries made the opposite
choice in order to insulate domestic pro-
duction or minimize political risk. Those
thattried to keep cheap Chinese photovol-
taic cells out have seen muchslowerrates
of uptake—and are, in consequence, far
more exposed to chaosin the Gulf.

Nor are solar panels the only way in

willsell you the technology that allows you
tostop caringabout what the US does.
Thisisa far greater geopolitical sethack
tothe USthanalossofface in the Iran war
might be. The US president may have
thought that he would be remembered as
the one whorestored American greatness
by solving long-running problems—Ven-
ezuela, Iran, perhaps Cuba. Instead, it looks
like he'll be remembered as the president

who lost Asia to China. ‘©BLOOMBERG

Rethink the changes proposed for India’s internet rules

RAHUL MATTHAN

understand how they will 2
Letusstart with Rule |

departmental panel to operate within this

isa partner at Trilegal and the
author of ‘The Third Way:
India's Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance'. His X
handle is @matthan.

4 030 March, the ministry of elec-

innocuous adjustments, sub-rule (2) will sig-
nificantly expand the powers of the IDC.
From being an apex appellate body in a
three-tier complaint-resolution mechanism
foruol.umnsol the Code of Ethics, it could

information tech

" (MeitY) published draft amend-
ments to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines) Rules, 2021,
which, if passed, will have far-reaching con-
sequences forinternet users in India. While
each ofthe three primary amendment pro-
posals does something different, together
they will transform the internet fromarules-
based regime into one governed by discre-
tion. Though they may seem benign, their
bite could be worse than their bark.

The new Rule 14(2) would expand the
powersof the Inter-Departmental Commit-
tee (IDC) from hearing just “complaints and
grievances” to “any matter” referred directly

-regulatorwith the power to
hearjustabout “any matter” that the minis-
tryreferstoit.

There are two problems with this. First,
since the IDC would have the power to rule
on anything the ministry sends it, the rec-
ommendations it issues could well exceed
the statutory authority under which it was
created. But what's far worse is that by
accepting references directly from the min-
istry, parties could be denied the two levels
ofappeal they are currently entitled to, thus
collapsing the current three-tier mechanism
into asingle executive-controlled process.
With this one amendment alone, the gov-
ernment u)uld en(l up\ iolating principles of

by the ministry. Rule 8 ings further
by not just expanding adjudicatory power,
butwhoissubjectto it—from ‘publishers to
anyone who posts about news online. But
both these pale in relation to Rule 3(4),
which reshapes the source of legal authority.

Let'sgo through each provision to better

both Inatural justice.
Itisworth noting that in August 2021, the
Bombay High Courtstayed the Code of Ethics
framework as prima facie violative of Article
19()(@) of the Constitution of India—a prohi-
bition subsequently extended by the Madras

now tenuous structure would expand its
powers even as the constitutionality of the
framework itself remains under litigation
and is questionable.

This brings us to Rule 8(I) As originally

level of rigour.

But it is the proposed addition of a new
sub-Rule (4) to Rule 3 that in many ways is
the mostdisappointing. Thisnew provision
seeks tolegally elevate clarifications, adviso-
ries, orders, direct nnn:,s(andard opcmtmg

drafted, thisp to“pub- | codes of practic

lishersof newsand current tothelevel of rulesand reg-
affairs content” and “pub- & & ulations (the only forms of
lishers of online curated They will glve bordinate legislation that
et Lok, e eqgeutive s e
wellastheironline equiva & i to enact). If brought into
lents. The proposed dlscretlonary force, it will allow the exec-
queniee il st povier and make, e o eieasewiey
pro\*isi(;lns llu’ ordinary  |ife harder for |{| d(ﬁng:;n arrogate IJPUI‘:
users who share news or itse: e power and
current affairs content. regular users Of authority that ought to vest
Since sharing posts about . with the legislature. Or at
news is something we all  ONliNe platforms  theveryleastbesubjectto

do, thismeans thata provi-
sion earlier designed for
news organisations will now apply to you
and me. In effect, the Code of Ethi
dard of accuracy, fairness and impartiality

bra dIlCh the government seems toht trying

toeva Y I chec knn
its power.

What makes these regressive proposals
particularly disappointing is that they were

released for public consultation just three
days after the Jan Vishwas Bill was intro-
duced inthe Lok Sabha. The latter, asmany
havi e nolul is lhe single largeal horizontal

decri effort in

Parliamentary supervision.

world, significantly |.mprn\'iug the ease of
doing business across sectors. Central to
this deregulation effort is the principle of
|egulalurvunmnt) itembodies—i lh.mh(-
should not i liance obliga-
uom oncitizens llunugh instruments that
do not carry the weight of the law. For the
government to just a few days later intro-
duce amendments that do just that shows
how little the left hand appears to know of
what the right s doing.
Tam the first to admit how hard it is togov-

The power of the execu- | ern mo(lem online spaces and these pro-
tive ebram h lo makerulesand is attempt towalka
igation to place them ll-known tigh llowi

before Parlmment as soon after they have

with which news organizations must com- | been mddeaspuss:l)le By clemung\anuus
ply.could get linaryinternet | informalex 1S thiskind
b the | to the level of le 1a of | replaceasyst

High Court. In this backd: for the inter-

lination to vet everything they post at this

the harms
that can result. Butifwe cannot find amore
effective way to strike that balance, we will

which need tobe laid hefore the legislative

governed by rules with one
ruled by executive discretion.
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GOVT MAY SEEK
REVISED BIDS
FOR IDBI BANK

§ THE
CENTRE
MAY ask for
revised
financial
bids from
two potential buyers of
IDBI Bank as their
original bid amounts
were lower than the
reserve price fixed for
the strategic sale of the
lender, sources said.

JSW, OTHERS TAKE
PARTIN PRE-BID

companies,
including
JSW Group
and NLC
India,
participated in a pre-bid
conference for the 27,280~
crore scheme to promote
the manufacturing of
sintered rare earth
permanent magnet called
by the heavy industries
ministry on Tuesday,
sources said.

SC says borrowers
not entitled to
personal hearing

s THE SUPREME

COURT on
Tuesday said that
o] borrowers are not

entitled to a mandatory
personal hearing before
their accounts are
classified as fraud by banks
under the rules laid down
by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

CIDCO presents
¥16,250-crore
budget for FY27

THE CITY AND Industrial
Development Corporation
(CIDCO) on Tuesday
presented a ¥16,250-crore
budget for the financial year
2026-27, prioritising
infrastructure, regional
connectivity, and affordable
housing in Navi Mumbai. It
outlines a projected receipt
of 216,250 crore.

Dermathon to
raise awareness

for skin health

THE FIRST DERMATHON 2026
saw over 500+ participants,
including dermatologists,
doctors, and marathon
enthusiasts. The event
successfully blended fitness
with skin health awareness,
reinforcing the message of
holistic well-being.
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ANNUAL PROCESSING & PRESERVATION CAPACITIES HAVE DOUBLED
PLI for food processing sector
attracts ¥9,200-cr investment

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi_, April 7

MORE THAN ¥9,200 CRORE
investments have been made
by165 firmsunderthe produc-
tion-linked incentive scheme
in the food processing sector
between FY22 toFY25,asenior
official said on Tuesday.

The scheme has attracted
investment by corporates,
including Nestle India, Hin-
dustan Unilever, Parle Agro,
Britannia, ITC, Gujarat Coop-
erative Milk Marketing Feder-
ation orAmul, Tata Consumer
and Haldiram, D Praveen, joint
secretary, ministry of food
processing said.

Add:tlonally, the country's
annual p and preser-

B Focus on marine products,
processed fruits and
bl =

SCHEME OUTLAY
Investment in PLI scheme for
food processing (2/cr) 07
10,5004 2026-25
9,000 9,060 =
7500 | 209524 /
| ~ 6,985
6,000 | 2022-23
4,500
000
3 | §6921¢1622 M Inyestments under
1,500 630 the scheme have
f 2020-21 ded initial
commitments

Source: ministry of food processing

ready
food and Mozzarella cheese

alsohelpedincrease production
capacity,boost exports,support
Indian brands, generate

and strengthen

vation: mpacl\ies havebeendou-
bled to 7.3 million tonne (MT)
withtheaddition of 3.4 MT cre-
ated through the PLIscheme.

“Investment under the
scheme has exceeded initial
commitments, with cumula-
tive investments reaching
¥9,207 crore against a com-
mitted X7,722 croreacross 22
states,” Praveen said.

Hesaid that the scheme has

MORGAN STANLEY
HAS cut India's growth
forecast to 6.2% from
6.5% for FY27 and
increased the inflation
forecast to 5.1% from
4%, citing that the
ongoing war in West
Asia might lead to
elevated energy
prices and supply-side
constraints. It had
previously tracked
upside risks,
forecasting real GDP
growth at 7.4% for

Growth outlook
(% chg, y-o-y)

GDP

* It had previous!
upside risks, for 9
GDP growth for FY27

CPI WPI

the overall food processing
ecosystemin the country.

1t focuses on four key seg-
ments — marine products,
processed fruits and vegeta-
bles, ready to cook food and
Mozzarella cheese. In the four
years between 2021-22 to
2024-25, financial incentives
0f 2,740 crore have been dis-
bursed toseveral private sector
entities under the PLIscheme.

Q4FY26 and
approximately 7% for
FY27.The brokerage
said in its latest note
that the country's
current account deficit
is likely to widen to
2.5% of GDP from the
1% projected earlier.
These projections are
based on crude prices
at $95 per barrelin
FY27. However, if oil
prices spike to $150 a
barrel for a quarter, the
brokerage projects

FY27 @ New = Old
(% GDP)

Fiscal
deficit

Current Balance of
account payments

Hi

Source: Morgan Stanley

The states which have
attracted major investment
under PLI scheme include —
Gujarat (¥1,600 crore), Maha-
rashtra (31,368 crore),Andhra
Pradesh (31,313 crore), Uttar
Pradesh (%1,242 crore) and
Bihar (3660 crore).

The scheme is currently
being implemented for a
period of six years from FY22
to FY27 with a total financial
outlay of ¥10,900 crore. How-
ever the implementation of
the schemewould continuetill
theend of FY28.

GDPgrowth at 5.7%,
retail inflation
breaching 6% and the
current account deficit
widening to 3% of
GDP. Earlier, Moody's
Ratings had trimmed
India's growth outlook
for the current fiscal
year to 6% from the
6.8% estimated earlier,
flagging rising risks
from the ongoing
conflictin West Asia.
Goldman Sachs
lowered its 2026
growth forecast for
India to 5.9%

"The incentives under the
scheme are admissible where
the entire chain of manufac-
turing processes, including
primary processing,of the food
products applied for coverage
under the scheme takes place
inIndia,"the ministry had said
inastatement.

Praveen stated that sales of
PLI-supported products have
grown ata compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of
10.58%, while exports have
registered a CAGR of 7.41%
despite global challenges.

Morgan Stanley reduces FY27
India growth forecast to 6.2%

from 7% before the
conflict. In contrast,
S&P Global Ratings
took a more optimistic
view, raising its
projections by 40 basis
points (bps) to 7.1%
for FY27.The
divergence reflects
the high degree of
uncertainty
surrounding the
crisis's duration and
intensity.
—SAIKATNEOGI

Solar can meet bulk
of power demand

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi,ipril 7

SOLAR POWER BACKED by
battery storage can now meet
up to 90% of India’s electric-
ity demand at a cost of ¥5.06
per unit, lower than the aver-
age power procurement cost
across most states, markinga
structural shift in the

country’s energy eco-
nomicsamid rising

demand and
volatile ~ fossil -
fuel prices. o

The findings
underline how |
rapid declinesin |
storage costs are ’ i
enahlmg round-the-
clock renewable power,
with solar-plus-batterysys-
tems already cheaper than
coal-based generation in sev-
eral states, according to global
energy think tank Ember.

“Solar and batteries could
supply 90% of India’s elec-
tricity demand at a competi-
tive LCOE of around
¥5.06/kWh,” the report said,
highlighting the growing cost
advantage of renewables over
conventional sources.

The development comesas
India’s electricity demand con-
tinues to expand, crossing
2,000 terawatt-hours (TWh)in
2024, increasing pressure on
conventional generation and
fuel imports.

A key driver behind this
shift is the sharp fall in bat-
tery costs. Global turnkey

battery prices declined
by around 40% in
2024 and a fur-
ther 31% in
2025, signifi-
cantly improv-
ing the viabil-
ity of storing
solar energy for
use beyond day-
light hours.
“Battery economics
plyinthe

Panel to explore ways
to boost ethanol use

SURPLUS CAPACITY

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 7

THE GOVERNMENT HAS set
up an inter-ministerial panel
comprising petroleum, heavy
industries and food ministries
to consider ways to utilise the
surplusethanol manufacturing
capacity, including an increase
inthe blending of ethanol with
petrol from the current level of
20%, Food Secretary Sanjeev
Choprasaid on Tuesday.
“There is a demand from
industry to increase the
blending of ethanol into
petrol from the current 20%.
We have a surplus capacity of
ethanol uring at 20

W OMCs procure 11-12 bn
litres of ethanol annually for
20% blending with petrol

m The panel would look into
how to utilise additional
ethanol making capacities

SANJEEV CHOPRA, FOOD SECRETARY

There is a demand from
the industry to increase
the blending of ethanol
into petrol from the
current 20%...

su]ce the launch of ethanol
i there

billion litres," Chopra said on
the sidelines of the confer-
ence ISMA SugarNXT 2026.

At present, oil marketing
companies procure 11 to 12
billion litres of ethanol made
from sugarcane, rice and
maize annually for 20%
blending with petrol.

In response to West Asia
war which has disrupted oil
supplies, Chopra said the
committee would look into
how to utilise this additional
ethanol manufacturing
capacities and there are sev-
eral options, including
increase in ethanol blending
and promotion of flex fuel
vehicles is being discussed.

“We may get some news
beforethe next ethanol supply
year (which starts in Novem-
ber)," he said whileadding that

Govt returns
to buying
Venezuelan
crude oll

THE GOVERNMENT IS set to
import the most oil from
Venezuela in almost six years,
helping the world’s third-
largest crude importer replace
‘West Asian grades disrupted by
the Iran war.

More than 12 million bar-
rels are headed to the country
this month from Venezuela,
the most since February 2020,
according to data from Kpler.
The April-arriving cargoes
were likely secured before the
recent disruptions in supplies
from West Asia,underscoringa
longer-term strategic shift
rather than a purely reactive
move,said Sumit Ritolia,alead
research analyst at the data
intelligence firm.

India,which imports about
90% of its crude, has been
seeking alternatives after the
Iran war disrupted flows
through the Strait of Hormuz,
which typically transits
almost 40% of the country’s
oil supplies. —BLOOMBERG

Reforms to improve insolvency
outcomes for MSMEs proposed

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, April 7

TO STRENGTHEN THE insol-
vency framework for medium,
small and micro enterprises
(MSMEs), a recent Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) study suggests that the
government permit clubbing of
claims by operational creditors
(OCs)uptoalimitof 10 claims.
This proposal aims to
improve the recovery of mar-
ginal suppliers/vendors dur-
ing the insolvency process.
“Individually, many
MSMEs do not hold claims
large enough tojustify the cost
ofinitiating pruceedings,even
when non-| payment s persis-
tentand damag-

last two years," the report noted,
addingthatstorageisnolongera
barrier to delivering firm, dis-
patchable renewable power.
According to the analysis,
‘meeting 90% of India’s electric-
ity demand would require about
930 GW of solar capacity and
2,560 GWh of battery storage,
translating to roughly 4.9 GW of
solarand13.5GWhofstorageper
1GWofaverage demand load.

ing. Aggregation would allow
similarly placed OCs to collec-
tively initiate proceedings,
thereby improving access to
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC) without low-
ering thresholds across the
board,” the study said.

At present, the statutory
threshold for OCs to submit
claimsand initiate bankruptcy
proceedings requires a mini-

IBC ATAGLANCE

Total cases
inIBC 39,053

Proceedings initiated by

Financial creditors

Corporate debtors i 422
Cases admitted
under insolvency

e
Operational creditors g 22,477

As a %age of total cases
26

73

1

Cases resolved
before admission 307AS

As a %age of total cases

mum default of ¥1 crore.

The study, conducted by
Management Development
Institute (MDI) Gurgaon,
asked for a waiver of proce-
dural and filing charges for
smaller OCs post admission to
the insolvency proceedings.

Akeyjob of thestudywas to
identify structural gaps in the
current resolution auction
design. To address this, it has

epaper.ﬁnancialexpreas;onn" ‘

proposed an auction model
where the bidder offering the
highest overall recovery is
awarded. This mustbe coupled
with impl ing a quasi-

liquidation will then be dis-
tributed  proportionately
across other creditor classes.
“The quasi-APR with MSME
orientation provideslarge OCs
and MSMEs with recovery
rates proportional to their
claims,"the study noted.

Additionally, the study sug-
geststhat the National e-Gover-
nance Services (NeSL)should be
mandated torecordallaccepted
OC invoices of at least ¥1 crore.
NeSLisa central repository for
financial information that
enables OCs tosubmitand tore
dataregardingdebts,whichacts
asan evidence of default under
the IBC.“Asystematicrecording
of claims would reduce infor-
mational frictions,speed updis-
pute resolution, and lower
transaction costs at the pre-

has been savings of ¥1.65 lakh
crore in terms of foreign
exchanges so far.Currently,out
of the total 400 ethanol man-
ufacturers, around 250 units
are grain based (rice and maize)
while the rest operate on
sugar-based feed stock.

Inthe 2025-26ethanol sup-
ply year (| October)

the sugar and food grain pro-
cessing industry, in consulta-
tion with the ministry of food.

The options include eas-
ingexportofethanolandlay-
ingaroad map for increasing
the share of biofuel blended
with petrol.

The Grain Ethanol Manu-
facturers Association,ina com-
munication to Prime Minister

Modi, has

only2.89billion litres of ethanol,
just 28% of the total require-
ment, have been allocated from
sugar-based feedstocks , com-
pared to 72% or 7.61 billion
litres from grain-based sources
—4.78 billion litres from maize
(45%), and 2.83 billion litres
from rice (22%).

The ministry of petroleum
and natural gas recently stated
thatitis formulatinga mecha-
nism to address the issue of
excess ethanol capacity with

adoption of ethanol-based
cook-stoves as a complemen-
tary option alongside LPG for
both domestic households and
commercial establishments
such as restaurants, street ven-
dors,and institutional kitchens.

The government is con-
ducting a study to assess the
feasibility of ‘sweet sorghum’
as an alternate feedstock for
production of ethanol todiver-
sify the raw material base for
the biofuel.

| S | |
Workers Ioad LPG cylinders on a carrier truck amid the
supply crunch, in Chikkamagaluru (Karnataka) on Tuesday

Fuel demand spikes

WAR BYTES

AMODERATE
SHORTFALL in supply of
LPG restricted its
cosumption in March,

annuallyand sequentially,
driven by panicbuying
amid fears of supply
disruptions linked to the
West Asia conflict.

Petrol consumption rose
7.6%year-on-yearto 3.78
MTinMarch 2026 from
3.51 MTin March 2025,
whilediesel increased 8.1%
t08.73 MTfrom 8.08 MT.

Onameonth-on-month
basis, petrol jumped 12.2%
from 3.37 MTin February,
and diesel surged 13.9%
from 7.66 MT, indicating

while use of auto fuels precautionary stocking and

rose amid fears i di d, the

of supply disruptions. Petroleum Planningand
Petroland diesel saw Analysis Cell (PPAC§

strong growth both showed. = —FEBUREAU

Govtdoubles5-kg | Sugarconsumption

LPG supply; daily declinesdueto

salescross 100,000 | WestAsiawar

THE GOVERNMENTHAS INDIA'S SUGAR

doubled the dailysupplyof | CONSUMPTION is

5-kg free trade LPG (FTL) projected to come down by

cylinders to states for almost 0.4 million tonne

distribution to migrant (MT)in the 2025-26

labourers, with sales season (October-

already crossing 100,000 September) to 27.7 MT,as

units perday. Since March the LPG crisis due to the

23,around 7,80,000 5-kg warin West Asiaand a

LPG cylinders have been
sold, while on April 6 alone,
over 1,06,000 units were
sold, significantly higher
than the February average
of 77,000 cylinders perday,
according to data from the
petroleum ministry.

“It is conveyed that the

for
MSMEs,"the study said.

Tailored spec)f cally for
MSMEs; thepre-

Absolute Priority Rule (quasi-
APR) for the distribution of
proceeds. Under the quasi-
APR, financial creditors' prior-
ity will be fully recognised up
to the firm’s liquidation value,
and any value realised beyond

SkgFTLcylin-
derin each stateavailable for
disbursal tomigrant labourers
is being doubled... beyond

vency resolution — process limit of 20%,” the ministry
(PPIRP) has been sparsely used said,adding that the cylinders
with just 14 cases filed under it will be distributed through
so far. The study calls for inter- state governments with sup-
ventions by eliminating the port from OMCs.
clauserequiring that OCs suffer —FEBUREAU
“noimpairment”oftheirclaims.
New Delhi

cooler-than-usual March
cut down demand,an
official of Indian Sugarand
Bio-energy Manufacturers
Association (ISMA) said

on Tuesday.

“Till October 2025 to
February 2026, sugar
despatches were higher by
around 60,000 tonne
compared to the same
period last year, but the
situation shifted as the
West Asia conflict
escalated in March,”
Deepak Ballani, DG, ISMA
said on the sidelines of the
'ISMA Sugar NXT 2026’
conference. —FE BUREAU



8  FINANCIAL EXPRESS
&

Opinion

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026

Utterly Amul

From village co-ops to global shelves, India’s
leading food brand scales new heights

MUL'S POPULAR MILK and dairy products—marketed by the
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF)—is the
first Indian food brand to hit a turnover of %1 lakh crore ($10.75
billion) in 2025-26.1tisadominant playernot only domestically
butalso globally as the GCMMF is the largest farmer-owned dairy coopera-
tive.The produce of 3.6 million farmers directly reaches the consumer, cut-
ting out the middleman, and exemplifies how cooperatives dramatically
transform theirlivelihoods. Unlike the majority of their counterpartsin crop
cultivation whose incomes are under severe stress, these dairy farmers are
paid every day of the year for their daily supply of 35 million litres of milk.
The cooperativealso provides subsidised cattle feed and veterinaryservices.

Amul’ssucc llyled toitsreplication beyond Gujaratwith 16 mil-
lion farmers across the country supplying milk to 185,903 dairy coopera-
tivesocieties,whichis processed in 222 district cooperative milk unionsand
marketed by 28 state marketing federations, all of which makes India the
world’s largest milk producer. Amul hit the historic milestone with double-
digit growth of 11%over2024-25 throughan aggressive push both domes-
tically and globally. The popular brand makes around 4% of its sales from
exportsto 50 countriesand hasraised itslevel of ambition toestablisha pres-
enceabroad.Thisentailed penetrating small townswitha populationabove
5,000 asalso introducing its fresh milkin the US and Europe.

In March 2024, the GCMMF partnered with Michigan Milk Producers
Association to bring Amul’s fresh milk products to the US. The choice of
Michiganwas to honour the memoryof Verghese Kurien—whokick-started
the Amul revolution and was the founder-chairman of the GCMMF—and
his ties as an alumnus of Michigan State University. In Spain, the GCMMF
has partnered the Cooperativa Ganadera delValle delos Pedroches.“We are
notjust dingglobally; dingthevery definition of what
afarmer-owned institution canachievei m the modernworld,ensuring that
thefruitsoftechnologyand global trade reach the hands of producers,"stated
Jayen Mehta, managing director, GCMMEF, in a press release.

Amul’sdominance domesticallyand globalambitions,however,does not
quitesquarewith India being firm on tsred lines to open up agricultureand
dairyin free trade negotiations.The dairy ecosystem hashigh barriers tofor-
eign competition,whichwill stay that wayso long as the government insists
that India does not need dairy from outside. Any trade negotiation entailsa
processof giveand take forgreateraccess toeach other’smarkets. Freer trade
infarmand dairy produceis no exception, ists like Ashok
Gulati believe that Indian agriculture is not as vulnerable as popularly
believed—80% isreasonably competitive.So,too,is dairy. The ¥1-lakh crore
question is whethera more self-confident Amul can lead the change in this
regardasithasbeendescribed byan European trade negotiatorasan“Indian
stateinitself”, ing farmerswhosent exceed the population
of Uruguay. According to him, the government wants to keep them on its
side,so dairy is completely off trade talks as Amul is a huge constituency,an
article in Financial Times says.Amul’s stance on these issues bearswatching
asit expects to expand in double digits due toits ¢ ding position.

Megacities can Chinamaxx
their way out of oil shock

FOR THE EMERGING megacities of Asia, the oil crisis spreading from the Strait of
Hormuz islike the acute phase of a chronic condition.

The largest migration in human history is filling their streets and alleyways to
bursting point. Urbanisation and births will add a billion more people between now
and 2050.Jakartaand Dhaka,with 42 million and 37 million people respectively, have
overtaken Tokyo at 33 million as the world’s biggest Delhi, Shanghai,
Guangzhou, Manila, Kolkata, Seoul, Karachi, and Bangkok aren't farbelnnd

ple thebestoftimes.When the
price of road fuel doubles, it nightmare.

The good news is that one country in Asia has been through this cycle already:
China.It offersa guide forhow to cut oil import bills and transport costs for citizens,
reduce pollution from noise and exhaust smoke, and make the urban experiencea
more pleasant one for the average resident. Asia’s megacities can follow the China-
maxxing trend that’s taken over social medialately: On quality-of-life issues, there’s
plenty tolearn from the country that’s home to one in five of the world’s urbanites.

From the perspective ofa rich country, it’s easy to think that the electrification of
transport isall about ing Asia, however, the real gains are to
be made in scooters, motorbikes, trucks,and buses.

‘Two-wheelers are most ripe for EV disruption. As we've written, parts of Asia are
already moving towards hard restrictions on gasoline-powered bikes and scooters.
Most Chinese cities have been operating with such restrictions fora decade or more,

making them motorbil Nearly 60% of sal fullyelectric.

i Inlndia,at
OlaElectric 1 electricscooter 390,000, t0¥78,000for
theentry-level gasoline-powered Honda Activa.That's close enough tn makethe elec-
tric bikea seri lly when you consider ng:

and fuel. With small batteries that can typically be swapped and charged upathome,
such bikes don’t require custly mf:asu-ucture,enhex They

alsoofferaquick

C
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]ust one canmakeas much noiseas 30 e-hjkes.

NDIA'S REGULATORS HAVE a
recurring instinct when con-
fronted by new financial prod-
ucts—rather than defining them
on theirown terms, they reach for
tatutoryc h
it to fit. Therecent. orderof the Karnataka
High Court in Nishchay Babu Arkalgud v.
State of Karnataka is the latest and most
instructive instance of this tendency.
Atthecentreofthe controversyisJar,a
platform built on a deceptively simple
pmposmon-—lemng users buy physical
goldi 10,with
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' DIGITAL GOLD DILEMMA
IF LAW BEGINS TO TREAT PURCHASES AS DEPOSITS, IT RISKS BLURRING DISTINCTIONS THAT MATTER BEYOND E-GOLD

Regulating by analogy

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

and the potential for consumer harm,
investigation was warranted.
The court declined to quash the FIR,

the underlying metal held by indepen-

dent custodians such as Brinks India Pri-
vate Limited. The model is less financial
engineering than

characterise such a transaction as a
depositisnot it
is a category substitution, dnveu by out-
come rather than structu:e When that

® SUBSTANCE ABUSE

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan

One of the biggest challenges facing our youth is
the menace of substance abuse. Drugs destroy
not only individuals but also families and

entire communities

proxy regulator may address immediate

utit

to create a durable legal framework and
may complicate the path toone.

India hasbeen here before.Payments,
peer-to-peer lending, and other emerg-
ing sectors each passed through periods
of regulatory uncertainty before being
broughtwithin tailored frameworks. The
pattern has generallyheld up—recognis-
ingthe product’sdistinct character, iden-
tifying its specific risks, and crafting
rules that address those risks without
distorting the underlying structure. The

ubstitution 1 the

,:.af“deposit”mustbemter-
pretedp
tion— whetha[ Lhese transacuous can
legallyc ep
nudge. It throughii i

converts spare change into incremental
1d i : d ted

That restraint is procedurally defen-
sible,but it leaves outamore fundamen-

risk of overreach is real. Statutory defini-
tions cannot be made elastic to the point
of meaninglessness.

Therisk of thisapproach extends well
beyond ar.If“deposit”can coverasalein

cultural preference for the asset. tal difficulty. The threshold | which title passesimmedi-

That model has now been drawn into for declining to quash a ately, the implications rip-
theambit of the Banning of criminal p ing is not H ple  outward—e-com-
Deposit SchemesAct, 2019 (BUDS Act),a the same as the threshold Using the BUDS merce platforms, prepaid

statute designed to dismantle Ponzi
schemes and curb illicit deposit-taking.
Acting on inputs from the Reserve Bank
ofIndia (RBI)and a public caution issued
by the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) in November 2025, which
noted that digital gold falls outside its
regulatory perimeter, the police regis-
tered an FIRagainst the companyand its
directors under Sections 21(1)and 21(2)
of the BUDS Act.

The legal contest that followed is
instructive. Jar’s position was straight-
forward—these were

forinvokinga penalstatute.
In conflating the two, the
court has deferred a ques-
tion that deserves direct

Act as a proxy
regulator may
address immediate
enforcement

models, and a range of
hybrid financial products
could be exposed to simi-
larinterpretive expansion.

engagement. . A targeted enforcement
The BUDS Act defines a pressure, but it action risks becoming a

“deposit” as an amount  does nothingto  precedent that unsettlesa

received with a promise of create a durable muchwiderrange of legit-

return,withorwithoutben- legal fi Kk imate

efit.That formulation is not None of this is to sug-

incidental—it is the axis =———  cest that digital gold

around which the statute
turns. The mischief the law targets is

transactions,evidenced by invoices,with
title passing to the buyer immediately.
There was no “deposit”, no promise to
return money, and no pooling of funds.
The platform facilitated a purchase and
arranged for custody, nothing more.The
state countered with a purposive argu-
ment—the definition of “deposit”under
the BUDS Act is intentionally broad and
must be read to advance its protective
object. Given the scale of the business

should remain unregu-
lated. It should not. Questions of asset

Digital gold is structurally different.
Money is exchanged for a commodity;
ownership passes immediately; the asset
is then held byan independent custodian
on the buyer’s behalf. There is no obliga-

pl sale sch hatsolicit money from the pub- hackmg, custody standards, pricing
licon of or profit. and recourse
Where that element is absent, the Act’s remain unresolved. Sebi’s own caution
application is very difficult st isacandid thatthese

products operate without the safe-

ing point, while that happens,
would be for the digital gold industry to
form a self-regulatory organisation or
SRO to set standards of holding, valua-
tion,and customer safety.

Digital gold is at that juncture now.
The question it raises is not whether
“deposit” can be stretched to include it,
butwhat regulatory category best reflects
whatitactuallyis—a commodity product
with financial characteristics, a financial
productwithcommodityunderpinnings,
ora hybrid that warrants its own frame-
work. That classification must be made
deliberately, not by default.

The Karnataka High Court has
allowed the process to continue. But the
question it has raised will not be
answered througha criminalinvestiga-
tion.Tt is,at its core,a question of regu-
latory design, one that belongs to the
legislature and the regulators, not the
police. If the law begins to treat pur-
chases as deposits, it risks blurring dis-
tinctions that matter not just fordigital
gold but for the broaderarchitecture of
commercial regulation. Gold has always
represented securityin India. Theirony

guardsassociatedwith i finan-
cial instruments.

However, the answer to that gap can-
not be found by pressing an ill-fitting

tion to“return”anythi thecon:

sideration has already been discharged.
The user is a buyer, not a depositor. To

SASMIT PATRA
RAMEESH KAILASAM

A=

- { Respectively Rajya Sabha MP and member, Supreme
Court Bar Association, & CEO of Indiatech.org

is that its digital form now finds itselfin
legal uncertainty not because of whatit
is, but because of how the law has cho-
sentoseeit.

ice.The BUDS Actwas not
designed to govern ¢ ity transac- C i Shankat,
tions on digital platforms. Usingitasa associate, Finsec Law Advisors

The next wave in UPI

Exclusion of NBFCs from UPI-linked credit means that
there is huge & untapped potential that can transform

the economy through ease of access to credit

OVER THE PAST decade, India’s digital
public infrastructure (DPI) has funda-
mentally reshaped the architecture of
finance. At the centre of this transfor-
mation lies the National Payments Cor-
poration of India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), regulated by the Reserve
Bankof India (RBI). What began in 7016

particularly unsecured retail lending
and MSME credit, NBFCs have grown
faster than banks. Their capital ade-
quacy ratios remain comfortably above
regulatory thresholds, and the RBI's
scale-based regulatory framework has
introduced enhanced supervision, gov-
ernance standards, and prudential

li with the broader financial

asa real-time p
has today evolved into the had\bone of
India’s digital retail economy.

The next phase in this evolution is
the integration of credit.In 2023, the
RBI permitted the introduction of Credit
Line on UPI (CLOU), enabling banks to
extend pre-sanctioned credit through
UPlapplications. This marked an impor-
tant step, effectively allowing users to
access short-term credit through the
same interface they use forroutine pay-
ments. Yet, there is huge promise and
scope to expand this. While banks are
permitted to offer credit lines on UPI,

system. In this context, the exclusion of
NBFCs from UPI-linked
credit means that there is

Formillions of individuals and small
businesses accustomed to transacting
through UPI, such a model integrates
short-term liquidity seamlessly into
everyday financial activity. Small mer-
chants, gig-economy workers,and first-
time borrowers often interact dailywith
UPl as a payments interface while rely-
ing on NBFCs for access to short-term
credit. Currently, the only argument

againstinclusion of NBFCs

non-banking flnanclal compames

”. I heldback (NBFCs),despitel: dded

% by bafﬂmg policy reversals. lndonesla, the third-largest in India’s credit remain
dthe cancellation of its EV excluded from direct participation.

subsidies last year, Ieavmg manufacturers and buyers
uncertain. India, the biggest, recently cut sales taxes on
conventional bikes from 28% to 18%. That’s still higher
than the 5% levied on EV blkes but the narrowing of the
discount made el petitive.

icks will be a harder fix, but there are opportunities
there, too. Asian megacities, including those in China,
already curb deliveries to nighttime to p[eventvehic]es cramming up theroad—but
that creates its own problems, because noisy diesel engines ruin everybody 's sleep.
Smallertruc butoper-

DAVID
FICKLING

Bloomberg

eyou factorin

itch.Ci theirnight-delivery
ruleswith charges for non-electric deliveries, similar to those employed in Europe’s
low-emission zones. The revenue can be used to offer low-cost loans for drivers to
switch to new, cleaner vehicles. Buses form the last part of the picture. In China, two-
thirds of the fleet and 97% of city bus sales are now electric. Typically, th vice:
arestate-run,so governments are well placed to act. Though theyare a small share of
traffic and fuel consumpuon, using ﬂect mnewals to stimulate local supply chains
les,suchastrucks.

We can ’tignorethe EV carfleet,but that's goingtobethe toughest nut to crack: for

ities. It will require and costlier
subsidies, given the sheer scale of the potennal ma:keL Itwill also funnel money to
affluent ci inneed of it. M g builtacross Asiaata furious
pace, are likewise a relatively big-ticket way to tackle the fuel, pollution, and traffic
edby21st

Govemments should cenamly remove any subsidies that still i mceunvxse gaso-
i  But makin
lenge that will take billions of dollars,and years, to solve Forgovernments. struggling
with the fiscal head d by the Iran war, C} thetwo-wheeler,
truck,and bus fleetswill be far quicker,and cheaper.

will ingotherheavy-dutyvehi

Over the past decade, NBFCs have
emerged as critical drivers of retail lend-
ing, micro, small, and medium enter-
prise (MSME) financing, and last-mile
credit delivery. Many have built spe-
cialised underwriting models, leveraged
alternative data and digital tools to
assess thin-file borrowers, and

ded creditaccess his-
torically underserved by traditional
banking channels. In several

mic attention. The National Law School
of India University, Bangalore, has
recently undertaken a research study
titled “Digital Lending Ecosystem: A
Case for Inclusion of NBFCs in Credit
Line on UPI",examining the evolution of
UPI as a form of DPI and exploring the
policy considerations surrounding the
current exclusion of NBFCs from the
CLOU framework.

India stands at an important
moment in the evolution of its digital
financial architecture. The country’s DPI
has succeeded largely because it has
remained interoperable, scalable, and
responsive to the changing needs of
users and institutions alike. As credit
becomes more deeply integrated into
this infrastructure, the way participa-
tion is structured will play a significant
role in shaping the next phase of India’s
digital finance story.

The Union Budget 2026 has already
acknowledged the importance of this
evolving landscape. The announcement
ofahigh-level committee on Banking for
Viksit Bharat reflects a broader recogni-
tion that India’s financial architectureis

—  is prudential risk and one
hugeand poten- o I may argue that NBFCs do
tial that can transform the o b 5 not enjoy the same liquid-
economy through ease of UPL-linked credit ity backstops as banks. At
access to credit. as a broader thesame time, the structu-

‘The practical potential digital credit ral evolution of NBFC
of UPI-linked credit beco- . funding suggests a sector
mendleerwhenvigwed, MUOHACEODENS Gl it e
through the lens ofevery-  the possibility of  jes dependent on bank
day financial behaviour. developing intermediation than it
Considera us;jrnwl;; rec‘ei‘:; innovative products oncl:B\»;aé T
vesapre-sanctioned cre bed P a also indicates
limit—say ¥50,000 froma o/ ded within that banks’ exposure as a
lendarﬁand hasthatlimit ~ the UPl ecosystem share of NBFC borrowmgs

irectlyto their UPT d,while mar-
1D.When making routine ket based funding
payments—buying inventory forasmall through instruments such as non-con-
shop, paying utility b\lls covenng travel vertible debentures and al

costs, or

expenses—the user could choose to
draw from this credit line instead of
theirbank balance. Over the course of a
billing cycle,multiple small transactions
would accumulate against the sanc-
tioned limit, with repayment occurring
attheend of the month or through flex-
iblei:

THE EDITOR

R&D gaps

Apropos of "The R&D missing" (FE,
April 7), India's muted investment in
research and innovation reveals a
deeper malaise: a preference for safe,
incremental growth over disruptive
risk. While universities publish and
labs produce bright minds, the eco-
system struggles to carry ideas from
chalkboard to marketplace. Private
industry remains cautious, funding
proven models rather than uncertain

breakthroughs, leaving the burden on
public institutions that are stretched
thin. Innovation is treated as expendit-
ure, not as sovereign capacity, and the
link between discovery and economic
strength is undervalued. The result is a
culture where imitation outpaces inv-
ention, and where competitiveness
hinges on imported technology rather
than indigenous leadership. Without
shifting this mindset India risks
remaining a consumer of the future.
—N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bangalore

paperhas grownsteadily. C
ing UPI-linked creditasa broader dlgl-
tal credit interface —rather than merely
an extcnsmnof conventional bank]endv

enteringane! , one in which non-
bank financial institutions, digital infra-
structure, and innovative credit models
will playan increasingly central role.

By integrating NBFCs into the CLOU

u'movatwe products ernbedded dl.rectly
within the UPI ecosystem.

The policy conversation around this
issue is also beginning to attract acade-

India Inc must step up

Private and corporate capital in India
remains reluctant, wary of funding
innovation. The need of the houris to
invest more in R&D as its spending is
abysmally low at just 0.6-0.7% of GDP,
with the government contributing
nearly two- thirds, unlike advanced
where private ir
dominates. Corporate reluctance, dri-
ven by risk aversion and uncertain ret-
urns, continues to hold back innovat-

k, India can t: apay-
ments success story into a credit inclu-
sion success as well. We have perfected
the flow of money, now let’s perfect the
flow of opportunity.

ion. The lack of domestic risk capital
further weakens the ecosystem. The
proposed ¥1-lakh crore research
corpus is a welcome step to crowd in
private investment through public
funding support. Yet, R&D must be
seen not as a discretionary expense
but as a strategic necessity. Corporate
India must step up investment in R&D
in the larger national interest,

—PV Prakash, Mumbai
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Nuclear milestone

Prototype fast breeder reactor, a technological trigger

T

he 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) at the Kalpakkam nuclear energy
complex near Chennai has gone critical —

lear chain reaction has begun

ing, a sustained

inside the reactor, a prelude to electricity generation.
Itis a heartening milestone, even if the PFBR suffered
a15-year delayand cost 38,181 crore, against the
originally estimated ¥3,492 crore. The time and cost
overruns seem unconscionably high, but they deserve

b building fast breeder reactors is

technically very challenging.

POCKET

Only Russia operates them commercially;
France and Japan abandoned their efforts
after finding the technical challenge
unnecessary, while the US stepped back
largely on economic considerations. China's
CFR-600is in its early stage of operation.
Thus, India is on the cusp of becoming only
the third country in the world to have a
commercial fast breeder reactor. It will be
12-18 months before the PFBR starts
supplying electricity to the grid, after tests
and turbine synchronisation. It is important
for the various arms of the Department of
Atomic Energy to ensure that all projects —
those under implementation and planned —
are fast-tracked. BHAVINI, the government
company set up to build and operate breeder
reactors, should lose no time in
implementing the plan to build two more
breeder reactors at the same site, and four
more elsewhere.

The PFBR s fuelled by a mixture of oxides
of plutonium-239 and uranium-238, both of
which come from the conventional
pressurized heavy water reactors that India
runs. The PFBR is a ‘breeder’ — it produces
more Pu-239 than it consumes, by converting
U-238 into more Pu-239. Hopefully, the next
two breeder reactors will use metallic fuel —
amixture of pure Pu-239 and U-238 rather
than their oxides — to increase the breeding
ratio so that more Pu-239 is produced.
Metallic fuels are the holy grail of fast breeder
reactors; India should make the shift to
metallic fuels, however tough, a high priority.
Once sufficient inventory of Pu-239 is built,
India can move to the thorium cycle.

Fast breeder reactors can also convert
thorium —which India has in plenty — into
another fissile material, uranium-233.
However, producing U-233 from thorium
comes at the cost of Pu-239 production.
While India should prioritise Pu-239, it
should explore other ways of converting
thorium into U-233. There are several
options. This includes an ‘accelerator-driven
subcritical system’ (ADSS) — a method of
irradiating thorium to produce U-233. The
ADSS project has been on the anvil at the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre since 2001
and should be fast-tracked. Further, the DAE
should take up construction of the 300 MW
Advanced Heavy Water Reactor thorium
reactor, for which the design is ready.
Alongside, the government should address
the delays that continue to dog several other
projects under the Department of Atomic
Energy — such as the ¥9,859-crore fast
reactor fuel cycle facility.

RAVIKANTH
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PRITAM BANERJEE

C14was framed as the

“reform” ministerial,

but the core debate was

whose interests those

reforms would serve. At
its heart, this debate reflects global
economic competition, primarily the
struggle between Western powers and a
rising China.

Western proposals for WTO reform
advocated for the selective denial of
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status
and a shift away from consensus-based
decision-making. From a developing
country point of view, these structural
anchors are vital. MFN prevents
discrimination against less powerful
nations, while consensus stops

domi powers from llingt!
minority. Abandoning them risks
regressing the global trading system into
apower-based hierarchy.

Additionally, the US proposal sought
todeny Special and Differential
Treatment to large developing nations
like India. By stripping away these
flexibilities, the industrialized West was
effectively pre-empting the industrial
policies that developing countries need
togrow, seeking to deny the policy
advantages the industrialized West itself
enjoyed for decades during their growth
phase. While China s the overt target,
the deeper goal is longer-term
gatekeeping, thereby ensuring no other
nation can replicate China’s rise or
challenge Western dominance.

Ironically, China may welcome this
transition. In a power-driven system
stripped of rules-based safeguards,
China s uniquely positioned to
weaponise its supply chains and extract
concessions, replacinga multilateral
orderwith one dictated by raw

=2
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India’s strategic defiance
at the WTO meet

PLURILATERAL THREAT. India’s recognised that the innocuous sounding investment
facilitation for development was a threat to consensus-based rule making

highlight the need to ensure that
plurilateral agreements did not end up
creating a fragmented system of global
rules and argued in favour of some
guardrails, no one was willing to oppose
the incorporation of the plurilateral
Investment Facilitation for
Development (IFD) agreement into the
WTO system.

The proponents of [FD had
strategically pushed it forward asan
instrument of greater good and of
interest to developing countries.
Numerous studies and opinion pieces
were marshalled to provide ‘evidence’
that the IFD would lead to significant

ini into

leverage.

INDIA’S PRINCIPLED DEFENCE

The US and EU proposals caused serious
concern among developing countries in
the run-up to the MC14. Aswas
expected, there was significant pushback
against these proposals. India played a
keyrole in ensuring that the WTO
reform pathway that emerges out of
Yaoundé was open-ended and
non-prescriptive, allowing for much
greater debate on how WTO must
reformitself.

‘While India was not alone in pushing
back against the wider set of issues
designed to undermine the level playing
field for developing countries, there was
oneareawhere it found itself fighting a
lone battle: on the issue of incorporation
of the plurilateral agreement on.
investment facilitation for development
orIFD.

While some developing countries did

countries. Any opposition to the FD
‘was therefore be painted as
‘anti-development’.

Indian policymakers viewed the IFD
through a broader geopolitical lens.
While agreeing that plurilaterals can
advance niche rulemaking, India
recognised they often serve as
instruments of power play. By design,
Closed plurilaterals
bypass MFN principles
and circumvent the
consensus-based
rulemaking central to
the WTO, allowing a
subset of members to set
global norms without the
“grand bargains” required
by multilateralism

closed plurilaterals bypass Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) principles and
circumvent the consensus-based
rulemaking central to the WTO,
allowing a subset of members to set
global norms without the “grand
bargains” required by multilateralism.

Initiatives like the Global Forum for
Excess Steel Capacity (GFSEC)
illustrate the danger. Led by the EU, US,
and Japan, GFSEC proposes common
tariffand non-tariff measures in the
steel sector that can distort trade and
inhibit technology transfer to
developing nations.

‘While initiatives like GFSEC exist
outside the WTO today, lack of adequate
guardrails will allow a multitude of such
plurilaterals to become part of WTO
discussions. This would paralyse the
multilateral system by shifting focus
away from genuine developmental
i dallow i powersto
impose costs on those who resist
lopsided norms. The US intent to pursue
plurilateral rulemaking whether within
or outside the WTO further underlines
the systemic challenge confronting the
global trading system.

‘Western powers may use plurilaterals
to legitimise their industrial policies
under environmental or security guises,
while marginalising industrial policy
programmes of developing nations.
China could similarly exploit this
power-oriented system to advance its
own norm-setting ambitions.

INDIA’S COURAGE UNDER FIRE
Indian policymakers recognised a
“toothless” and innocuous agreement

like the IFD was being used as a strategic
precedent to normalise the
incorporation of plurilateral agreements
into the WTO, precisely because it
appears non-threatening and can be
presented asa ‘global good’.

To prevent this erosion of transparent
multilateral rulemaking, India resisted
the IFD's adoption at Yaoundé, insisting
instead that the integration of such

g be tied hensi
‘WTO reforms. Central to India’s
position is the establishment of rigorous
guardrails. Such potential guardrails
include procedural due diligence to
verify that a multilateral consensus is
unattainable before authorising
plurilateral tracks, alongside a
requirement for a representative critical
‘mass of participants from across the
‘WTO’s diverse membership.

By standing firm despite tremendous
diplomatic pressure and isolation, India
shielded the multilateral system from
fragmentation and unchecked power
plays. This principled stance, while
publicly solitary, earned private praise
from several delegations who
recognised the systemicrisks at stake.

By linking the issue of incorporation
of plurilateral agreements to procedural
reforms ensuring adequate guardrails,
India has ensured that future

remainst and

inclusive, an position likelyrto be
vindicated as the global trade
architecture evolves.

Thewriter is Head, Centre for WTO Studies, Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade (IFT). Views expressedare
personal

Sensex has fallen on account of global forces

The Iran war has hastened the exit of FPIs from Indian markets, amidst a rising dollar, putting huge pressure on the rupee

—
Govind Bhattacharjee

ver since the war began, on
E closing price basis, the Indian

market has been among the worst
performers in Asia, with the Sensex
losing around 10 per cent, compared
with 7-9 per cent in Kospi (South Korea),
6-8 per cent in Nikkei 225 (Japan), and
3-5 per cent in Hang Seng (Hong Kong)
cushioned by mainland inflows, while
only the Shanghai Composite Index
showed some resilience, declining only
byaround 1-2 per cent. The Sensex’s fall
is nota random correction but a global
repricing of risk, driven by non-stop FPL
outflows, rising US Bond yields and
strengthening of the US Dollar Index

DXY).

‘The FPIs hold roughly 18-20 per cent
of India’s free-float market
capitalisation which was at around $800
billion in February 26, and have been net
sellers in the stock markets for quite
some time now. FP1s have withdrawn
about X1.5 lakh crore, oraround 1.5-2
per cent of their total equity holdings
since this war began, and during the
15-day stretch from March 4-19, have
withdrawn almost 90,000 crore, the
largest continuous outflow in two
decades, making Nifty shed 10 per cent

of its value. The largest outflows are
seen in financials, IT, and large-cap

ption stocks which i the
Sensex. Italso points outan inherent
weakness of our financial markets in
which the FPI determine the marginal
price-setting in equities, while domestic
investors only buy the shares that the
FPIs are selling, but cannot push the
market upwards.

Another determinant of the market
behaviour is the yield of 10-Year US
Treasury Bonds.

Once it crosses the 4.3-4.8 per cent
crucial threshold, it outcompetes the
risk-adjusted returns on the emerging
market equities. The average expected
returns from the stock markets in India
range between 10-12 per cent, with risk
free returns (bank FDs, yield of
government bonds) remaining round
5-6 per cent, giving investors an extra
return of 4-7 per cent over risk-free
assets.

ATTRACTIVE $ ASSETS

But once markets start falling and the
US treasury yields start rising, this
equity risk premium of investors
collapses. and investing in risk-free
dollar bonds becomes attractive. This
reallocation in turn strengthens the
DXY, as global capital flows into dollar

RUPEE. Under pressure cerrv

IMAGESISTOCKPHOTO

assets, exerting pressure on emerging
market currencies. Every percentage
rise in DXY is associated with sharp
decline of emerging market equities and
currencies. Between February 27and
March 23, the Sensex plunged to 72,596,
falling by 9 per cent. During the same
period, the DXY rose by just over 1 per
cent, while the Rupee weakened from 91
toalmost 94, nearly 3 per cent.
Sustained capital outflows anda
stronger dollar will put further pressure
on the rupee, which has since beaten 95
to a dollar. With oil prices spiking above
$115 per barrel due to fears of supply
disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz,
pressure on the rupee is likely to

intensify further.

Iriswidely believed the Indian stock
market is highly overvalued, with
Price/Earning (PE) Ratio of over 20,
about 40-60 per cent higher than their
emerging market peers,and a correction
was long-overdue. Besides, the Sensex is
heavily skewed towards energy,
financials and IT. These three sectors
are under immense pressure due to
geopolitical reasons, margin pressure
due to rising cost of funds and the
disruptive impact of AL

While SIPs provide substantial
support, they cannot offset large FPT
exits. The exits from Indian stocks find
entry into US treasury bonds giving over
4 per cent returns, and US stock
markets, with the rest moving towards
gold, energyassets, and dollar money
markets. Sensex is falling not because
the economy is underperforming, but
because the global opportunity cost of
capital is rising. But the USisalso facing
rising fiscal deficit and debt ratios,
imposing limits on prolonged dollar
strength. The Fed may be forced to cut
rates. Falling US bond yields will drive
capital flows back into emerging
markets, weakening the dollar -and
strengthening the rupee.

The writer is aformer Director General of CAG of India
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"We had to cancel it. The principal
was worried kids may imitate certain
social media posts of big leaders!”
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Freebies’ fiscal impact
With reference to the Editorial,
“Freebies unplugged’ (April 7); the
debate on freebie hould move

attendance, skill certification,
maternal health, or energy efficiency
so that public money builds human
capil of just c i

beyond moral arguments and focus
on fiscal quality and outcome
efficiency. Does the government.
spending deliver?
Whenarising share of state budgets
islocked into politically driven
transfers, it reduces flexibility to
respond to shocks and crowds out
capex. Every major welfare promise
must be accompanied by a
medium-term fiscal impact
statement. Independent state-level
fiscal councils could audit such

i annually.

Crucially, election-time
announcements should be regulated
through stricter disclosure norms by

than random taxincentives.

Freebies double up asinstruments of
social stability in a deeply unequal
society. Asubsidized bus rideor a
free rations s a hedge against
discontent. They do sharpen
accountability, as voters can see, feel,

the Election C making
parties accountable for financing
plans.

Amarjeet Kumar

Hazaribagh (Jharkhand)

In defence of freebies
More often than not, freebies are the
state'sdirect interface withits
citizens. In an economy where

Welfare schemes should be linked to
verifiable outcomes like school

is the engine, transfers
inkind: free food, power, transport,
spur demand far more effectively

and judge deliveryin real time.
Long-term gains — nutrition,
mobility, and access which often
translate into better schoolingand
productivity. Not every freebie s
fiscally reckless. Freebies are
imperfect, but pragmatic,
nevertheless.

R Narayanan

Navi Mumbai

With reference to Freebies
unplugged’ (April 7), theincome

inequalities and the uniform indirect
tax structure necessitated States to
offer such c i he

payable to the elected
representatives.
Sitaram Popuri

needy. Of course the list of freebies
has enlarged over a period of time
and has become  powerful election
tool now, unmindful of its
ramifications on the economy and
the taxpayer. As aptly suggested,
instead of extending UCTS, the poll
manifestos should aim towards
enhanced investments in health,
education, nutrition and capex for
long-ter benefits.

Asadeterrent unrealistic promises,
the election code can be reformed
with provisions to recover part of the
additional expenditure on account of
freebies involved, from the party
funds, salaries and other benefits

Bengaluru

Futile exit polls

This refers to ‘No exit polls from 7.
am. of April 9till 6.30 p.m. of April 29:
EC’ (April 7). Well done, EC. This
moveisa big relief for all as exit polls
have become farcical.

Infact, such polls have led to
needless media hype apart from
wastage of timeand money. Itsa
different matter that the Opposition
political parties may still see Red"
overit. But, let us not get carried
away by that.

SK Gupta

NewDelhi
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Packaging woes

Iran war hits packaging, downstream sectors

—
Nida Rahman

Abhishek Singh
Krishan Sharma

he packaging industry

occupies a critical role in

the ecosystem of
manufacturing. However, itis
silently bearing the brunt of
global conflicts in the Middle
East. From biscuits on
supermarket shelves to life-saving

TOUGH TIMES. LPG vital for
manufacture of corrugated boxes

‘manufacturers alone. FMCG

pharmaceutical products,
corrugated boxes and protective
‘materials form the backbone of
modern supply chains.

Corrugated box manufacturing
relies heavily on heat. In a typical

(fast-movi goods)
companies and pharmaceutical
firms are heavily dependent on
reliable packaging and face

‘mid-sized unit in Faridabad increased procurement costs. For
(Haryana), corrugation machines  FMCG giants like Britannia
require sustained hi Industries, packagingis a

shapeand bond of total
paper layers into sturdy cost.. C

‘material. Many such units depend
on Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) cylinders as a primary heat
source. However, the production
process is such that the heating
stage occurs every alternate day.

‘A manufacturer we
interviewed, in Faridabad,
supplying to large clients such as
Britannia Industries and several
pharmaceutical firms, reports
consuming 4-5 LPG cylinders
daily. This dependence makes
production highly sensitive to
fluctuations in fuel prices. On the
ground, the erratic supply and
allocation cuts have created space
for price distortions, with
businesses reporting inconsistent
deliveries and, in some cases,
inflated prices as highas 4,000
for one cylinder, charged by
intermediaries and distributors.
Currently, there is no supply of
LPG cylinders to packaging units
in Faridabad.

GOING A LAYER DEEP
Beyond corrugated boxes,
packaging often incorporates
thermocol (expanded
polystyrene), widelyused for
cushioning fragile goods. The raw
material for thermocol,
polypropylene (PP), is largely
imported into India, witha
significant share coming from
China. Industry inputs suggest
that prices have nearly doubled
since the escalation of tensions

i thus
confronted with difficult choices:
absorb the cost increase, pass it
on to consumers, or redesign
packaging to economise. In the
pharmaceutical sector, the stakes
are even higher. Packaging is not
merely functional but regulatory,
ensuring product safety, stability,
and compliance.

India’s packaging industry is
dominated by small and medium
enterprises. These firms often
lack the bargaining power and
financial resilience of larger
corporations. As input costs rise,
SMEs face a “cost-price squeeze”™
where production becomes more
expensive, but competitive
pressures prevent them from
raising prices proportionately.
The result is a gradual erosion of
margins, delayed investments in
technology, and in some cases,
reduced operational capacity.

Yet, within this disruption lies
an unexpected opportunity. Faced
with rising LPG costs, some
manufacturers are beginning to
explore alternative energy
solutions, notably solar power.
One such unit estimates that
installing a basic solar setup
‘would require an investment of
approximately ¥30,000-40,000.
While modest, this upfront cost
represents a strategic shift in how
energy is sourced and consumed.
The transition is not without
challenges. Corrugation
processes require consistent and

involving Iran, the US and Israel. ‘high heat, which solar panels
For Indian manufacturers, this alone may not reliably provide
‘has created a dual cost shock: without storage or hybrid
rising energy expensesand solutions. However, even partial
surging input costs. substitution, such as using solar
‘While India has made stridesin ~ energy for auxiliary operations or
domestic manufacturing, pre-heating can significantly
segments like petrochemical reduce LPG dependence over
derivatives still remain exposed time.
tointernational market volatility.
The effects of rising Nidaand. M, New Delhi;
costs are not confined to Krishan s with Bennett University, Greater Noida

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

April 8,2006
Export target setat $120 b

Unveiling a slew of measures to put Indian exports on a higher growth
trajectory and create greater employment opportunities, the Commerce and
Industry Minister, Mr Kamal Nath, set a 20 per cent merchandise export
growth target (about $120 billion) for 2006-07.

think -bl -5

China’s perennial |
industrial policy

TESTING TIMES. China’s 15th
Five-Year Plan reveals ambition of a
different scale. Whether this is achievable

hinges on execution

ADITYA SINHA

n the second book of Kautilya’s
Arthashastra (atext that predates
Adam Smith by roughly two
millennia) there isa chapter
devoted to the Superintendent of
Metals. Kautilya argued that the state
should not merely regulate mining. It
should own the smelting works, control
quality of output, fix the wages of
artisans, and determine which products
could flow through private trade and
which must pass through royal
workshops. The idea that a government
could rationally direct an industrial
economy is, in that sense, rather old.
China’s 15th Five-Year Planisa
restatement of that old idea. The plan
covers 2026 to 2030. GDP is to grow
within a “reasonable range,” calibrated
annually, more honest than a fixed
target. R&D expenditure is to growat
over 7 per cent per annum in real terms,
pushing China towards the 3 per cent of
GDP threshold that separates
innovation-led economies from
catch-up ones (the 14th Plan period
recorded 2.8 per cent). High-value
invention patents per ten thousand
people are torise from 16 to over 22. The
share of core digital economy industries
in GDP is to climb from 10.5 per cent to
12.5 per cent, implying roughly 2.5
trillion yuan of additional value-added.
The plan carefully distinguishes binding

STATISTALK.

indicators from expectational ones.
The industrial architecture has three
tiers, Traditional sectors (steel,
petrochemicals, shipbuilding) are tobe
upgraded through digital and green
technologies, with the “orderly
withdrawal of outdated and inefficient
production capacity.” Strategic
emerging industries, covering
next-generation information
technology, intelligent connected
vehicles, robotics, biomedicine, and
aerospace, are to be scaled Future

policy requiring state buyers to adopt
domestically produced advanced
equipment even when imports are
available. No market for high-end

domestic capital goods develops without

guaranteed initial demand. This is
precisely whata World Bank policy

research report published last month, by

Ana Margarida Fernandes and Tristan
Reed, calls “public p to

and 2020, China eliminated roughly 150

million tonnes of crude steel capacity
and shut down all illegal ground-strip
steel producers, thousands of them, by

administrative direction, within months

in 2017. Coal capacity fell by over 800
million tonnes in the same period. The

mechanism, when central objectives are
aligned and loca! employment pressures

functions.

incentivize quality improvement and
innovation by local suppliers”, one of
the sharper instruments in their

industries

of 15 industrial policy tools.

bio-manufacturing, hydrogen energy,
nuclear fusion, brain-computer
interfaces) are to be seeded, with the
plan candidly admitting uncenainty.
“exploring diverse technological routes”

SCORES EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH
That report] is worth pausing on.

The current overcapacity in electric
vehicles and solar panels (sectors the
15th Plan itselfidentifies as suffering

from involutionary competition) shows

preciselywhere it breaks down: when

provincial governments protect payrolls

that Beqmgwants to rationalise.

g the growth st f183
Fernandes and Reed find

and building “mechanisms for sharing
risks.”

‘The plan’s most techmca]]y specific
section covers industrial bas
reconstruction: brea.kthmughs in
fundamental processes and materials;
landmark machinery including high-end
(CNC machine tools, large LNG carriers,
and the CR450 high-speed train.
Particularly notable is the procurement

Industrial policy should
be temporary, buying
time while fundamentals
are built, ideally within a
decade. China’s planning
tradition recognises no
such sunset

that all of them target at least one
industry. Industrial policy is universal.
‘What differs is sophistication, and the
three national characteristics that
determine what a government can

plausibly deploy: the size of its domestic
market, its administrative capacity, and

its fiscal space.

sometimes achieve isa question the 15th
Onall three, China scores Plan does not engage.
excepuona]lyh:gh making i itone of the The plan targets per caplta GDP at
ies that can levels of mods

very few

Fer d Reed make one further

point worth noting. Industrial policy

should be temporary, buying time while

fundamentals are built, ideally withina
decade. China’s planning tradition
recognises no such sunset. Each

five-year plan begets the next. Whether

permanent planning can sustain the

discipline that temporary interventions

Ty
reach for the full toolkit. Most

developing-country governments resort

to the bludgeon of sweeping tariffs and
subsidies when they should use the
scalpel of lndustrxal parks, skxlls

lyd
countries by 2035. The compound
arithmetic is not difficult. Getting the

industrial policy right, sector by sector,

isadifferent order of problem entirely.
Kauu]ya s Supenntendent of Metals

China’s 15th Plan is broadly reachmgfor

the scalpel.

Its ambitions are ordered on a rather

different scale. Which raises the
question of execution. Between 2016

|Graptiic v

le to the king. Modern
planners are accountable to targets.

Whether the targets remain accountable
toreality is always the harder question.

Sinhawrites on macroeconomics and geopolitics

On businessline.in

NPS funds consistency check: what 10-year rolling returns reveal
The National Pension System’s (NPS) All Citizens model marks 17 years of growth, with AUM reaching 33.74 lakh crore
as of March 2026. Across Tier | and Tier II, fund options have delivered strong returns since inception. A 10-year rolling
return analysis shows equity funds generated average annualised returns of 13.5% (Tier I) and 13.4% (Tier 1), slightly
trailing the Nifty 100 TRI’s 13.8%. In debt categories, Fund C (corporate bonds) delivered 8.6%, outperforming
comparable mutual fund corporate bond fund categories. Fund G (government securities) returned 8.8%,

ahead ofgxlt fund category averages of 7.5%.

Tler : Fund-E (Eq ity)
NPS fund

HDFC Pension (

10year rolling return (% CAGR) |

1403

UTI Pension

1387 |

Kotak Pension 1384 |
ICICI Pru Pension 13.75 |
SBI Pension 12.88
Lic Pension | 11275
Nifty 100 TRI Jpee Iclre

und - G (Government Securities)
10year rolling return (3% CAGR)

1375 |

NPS fund

SBI Lc utl
Pension  Pension Pension

| Tier-lI: Fund - E (Equity)

10 year rolling return (% CAGR)

8.37 831

Kotak  MF corp
Pension Pension  bond
funds®

10year rolling return (% CAGR)

Is EU’s CBAM discriminatory?

Its compatibility with
WTO law remains
widely disputed. Many
countries have
challenged the legality
of CBAM, characterising
itas a protectionist
measure disguised as
climate action, says
Shashank Patel

https; //lmyurl mm/yuums

Freebies will hit Tamil
Nadu’s fiscal health

Given the serious
impact on States' fisc, a
judicial or legislative
clampdown on such
schemes has become a
necessity, argues

V Kumaraswamy

oK

https://tinyurl.com/3etrzdud

N 8.78 871 854 | o | .
Rlys withdraws telescopic fares ICIC Pru pension 1378 Close the backdoor in
P 7.50
Even though the AC | and AC Il class train fares for passengers were reduced UTI Pension BT tobacco FDI policy
from April 1, there is another segment of passengers who now would have to { \ndia prohibiting DI in
pay much higher rates — those whose journey between origin and destination HOFC Pension 1378 pronlasng
: ; " . P tobacco is correct and
involves travel in two different trains. This is because Railways used to charge Kotak Pensi 1 liudeed. But
telescopic charges for the entire distance in such cases, which it has now wiakRension | 374 ;ue 'J‘u lge i - direct
withdrawn, explained an official. SBI Pension 554 i[W] loopholesallowindirec
1 4 i participation,
Clause 49: SEBI warns erring cos LIC Pension 1221 ) A3 compromising the
2 integity of the poli
The SEBI will ensure that tough action is taken against companies that fail to SBI Kotk HDFC ICICIPru  UTI MFGilt o il | sk l‘. integrity of the policy,
comply with Clause 49 provision of the listing agreement, according to the Pensmn Pension Pension Pension Pension  Pension funds® I ! d = % says Ranganath Tannir
SEBI Chalrrian, Mr M. Damodaran. Amang otfier things, Clause 49 sti pulates Rolling return data Is calculated using NAV values from July 2, 2013 onvard,  Alte i Track record for ndusion In e analysis.
boards of listed companies should have 50 per cent independent directors. Category averages for funds and it i Vall f March 31,2026, Source: Respective NPS wabsites,
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EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Union official (4,7)

2. One taken for ransom (7)

1. Not, however, a small store manager in the union (4,7)

2.Kidnappers s victim recognised by label in stockings (7)

7. Began again (7)

9.0ld (4)

11.0nce more (5)

12. Soft sort of colour (6)
14, What makes one the being
oneis (11)

18. Sounded like

clockwork (6)

20. Beethoven's ‘Choral’
symphony (5)

22. Work for money (4)

23. Amount paid to mail (7)
24. Flipping game (11)

3. Movement of water (4)
4. Correct (5)

5. Fracture (5)

6. Curiously (5)

8. Man of the church (8)
10. Metal boundary (8)
13. Unit number (3)

15. Short, broad-headed
nail (7)

16. Mount - fiery! (5)

17. Impudence (5)
19.Dog (5)

21. Agile, nimble (4)

7, Start of enormous amount, when in the red,

taken up again (7)

9. How old Annie gets ever-diminishing starts (4)

11. A profit - -and not for the first time! (5)

12. Sort of colour adhesive applied to end of wall (6)

14. Relays point to change, this being what one projects
of self (11)

18. Was correctly marked and went like clockwork (6)

20. An ordinal taken from Beethoven in this symphony (5)
22. Get, through one’s endeavour, near adjustment (4)
23. Mail: how long it takes, and what one must pay for it (7)
24, Somewhat tipsy, lets eyelid droop:

what a flipping game! (11)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2652

3. Being affected by the moon, it turns up in some ditches (4)

4. Correct, or make it so (5)
5. Between lessons, cure the habit (5)

6. Curiously uneven, lumpy first and last (5)

8.0ne in government to give attentive service to (8)

10. They may surround one with iron (8)
13. Aniindividual person that's singular (3)
15. Nail can move zigzag (7)

16. A mount that can be steered without hesitation (5)

17.1t's pretty impudent, let’s face it (5)

19. American private hasn't quite the heart first

tobeadog (5)

21. Nimble snooper’s first to ask embarrassing questions (4)

ACROSS 1. Munificence 8. See to 9. Natural 10. Enforce 11. Avert 12. Sallow 14. Belies 18. Glint 19. Tipster 21. Verdant 23. Linen 24, Matchmakers
DOWN 1. Musters 2. Needful 3. Flour 4. Canter 5. Nitrate 6. Err 7. Pilot 13. Outcast 15. Intense 16. Strands 17. Stitch 18. Gives 20. Polka 22. Rum
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Reducing import dependence
Renewable energy can play a significant role
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday rightly termed the con-
flict in West Asia as a “systemic tremor” threatening the vital arteries of global
energy. In a way, this also underlines India’s vulnerability. India imports over 85
per cent of its consumption of crude oil, with the bulk sourced from West Asia, a
region highly prone to geopolitical uncertainties. Such disruption quickly feeds
into higherimport costs, inflationary pressures, and uncertainties forindustry. As
the ongoingcrisisshows, it’s not only prices but also availability that can be signifi-
cantly affected. A spike in energy prices and a sharp increase in the import bill
increase risks to macroeconomic stability, as has been witnessed on several occa-
sions in the past. Therefore, in a world with persistent geopolitical disruption, to
secure its long-term economic interests, India will need to reduce its dependence

on energy imports.

It will have to work simultaneously on different fronts to achieve this. It has
been argued that India must push up the domestic production of fossil fuels,
including oil and gas, along with diversifying sources of imports. However, what
India also needs is a significant push towards renewable energy. It has been
reported that several businesses have partially or fully stopped production because
of gas not being available. It would be worth finding out if some of them can switch
their energy requirements to power. Such shifts, possibly with the help of the state,
can create astable source of demand. Reliable industrial offtake can improve util-
isation in renewable capacity, attract private investment, and accelerate the devel-
opment of supporting infrastructure such as storage. The recent data from the
International Renewable Energy Agency highlights that India is now the world’s
third-largest renewable-energy market. However, the contribution of renewables
in the energy mix s still low and needs to increase substantially.

There is also a significant employment-generation dimension. A recent study
by the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations showed
that clean-energy jobs could rise from about 0.31 million in2021-22 to about 0.9 mil-
lion by 2029-30, while jobs related to energy efficiency may grow from 1.26 million
10 4.28 million, implying a near threefold increase if India meets its 2030 targets of
500 Gw of non-fossil fuel capacity and 150 million tonnes of energy savings. These
gains could substantially increase if India considerably increased its ambition in
thespace for renewables. Solaris likely todrive much of this growth, alongside rising
demand forskilled maintenance roles. However, these gainsare not automatic. Jobs
remain concentrated ina few regions and skewed towards lower-skill roles, pointing
to the need for stronger skilling systems and better policy coordination.

Besides, it must be noted that the shift to renewable power will require reform
and investment at various levels. Accommodating a much higher level of renew-
able power would require large investment in grid modernisation. It would also
require reform in distribution. Power-distribution companies are often seen as the
weakest link in the sector. The pricing policy, which subsidises a certain class of
consumers by overcharging businesses, also creates friction and pushes enter-
prisestoalternative sourcesof energy. India must start reforming this sector. Asub-
stantial push for renewable power can not only address environmental concerns
but also reduce India’s dependence on energy imports. Thus, renewable energy
should be a substantial part of a multipronged strategy.

Defence outperformance

Exports grow, but a more broadbased strategy needed

The government has announced that defence exports in the recently concluded
financial year of 2025-26 saw a major increase of more than 60 per cent over the pre-
vious year, largely driven by defence public-sector units (DPSUs). These went up by
over150 per cent during the year; this follows an impressive performance in 2024-25
as well. The Ministry of Defence can correctly view this as a vote of confidence in
India’s ability to move up the value chain. This growth comes at an important time,
asIndian producers should carve a niche for themselves ina world in which defence
Budgets are once again increasing. There is a growing demand for affordable and
accessible platforms, given that recent experiences of conflict suggest that weapons

d i i afasterrate than planned. Many countries now
see the benefit of stockpiling as well as developing integrated supply chains with
trusted partners.

A step back, however, is needed to evaluate how effectively India can take

ge of this global envi While the performance of DPSUs hasbeen
commendable, and the ministry that India now exp quip-
ment tomore than 80 countries, itis nevertheless true that the performance z:lurmt7
the year was partly driven by specific and non-replicable contracts — particularly
to Armenia, which is importing $2 billion or so of Akash surface-to-air missiles as
well as rocket launchers and howitzers. This reflects the unique geopolitical status
of Armenia. It is threatened by Azerbaijan, which is supported by Turkiye, a major
producer of -priced equi italso wants to diversify away from its
dependence on Russia, which expansionist. It er optionsthan
many other possible buyers. This also demonstrates that defence contracts and
defence exports follow geopohucal alignments.

Itisalsonecessary to thatthe pri mustbeseenastheengi
ofgrowthinthissector. Countries that have emerged as major suppliers at competi-
tive price points in recent years have seen close public-private partnership in
defence manufacturing. The Republic of Korea, for example, which has been a
standout performer in defence exports over the past decade, hasa mixture of pub-
licly controlled corporations — two major players are Korea Aerospace Industries,
26 per cent of whose equity is owned by the national export-import bank, and the
Hanwhagroup, a family-run conglomerate. New Delhi has torecognise that it must
begintotrust the private sector enough to boostits ordering of complete platforms.
It must also recognise that a great deal of interest from the global industry in India
comes from a belief in the dynamism and innovation being displayed by smaller
startups in the sector. These need to be integrated better into the supply chains,
which are currently dominated by DPSUs.

Theend purpose of defence-production policy must be twofold. The firstis cre-
ating a defence-industrial sector at scale within India. Recent history shows that
thisis akey determinant of national power, and imports cannot completely replace
adomestic manufacturing base. The second is that New Delhi must understand
that integration of domestic production with global markets and suppliersisageo-
political advantage because it provides the country additional levers to use for sta-
bilising bilateral or plurilateral ties.
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The Covid lessons

The West Asian conflict will impact public finances,
but it can also be used to usher in reforms

| a ing West
Asian conflict with the Covid pandemlc. The govern-
ment has al d in Parli that the challeng-
i i isingoutoftt flictwill have

anenduringimpactonIndia, underlining the need for
the country to stay prepared, much like it did during
the pandemic.

In this context, an obvious question arises. What
will be the impact of the West Asian conflict on the
Union Budget for 2026-27, presented about two
months ago? The past is often a pointer to the future.
Looking back, it would be instructive to see how the
Covid pandemic played havoc with all the basic
numbers that the Union Budget for 2020-

21 had presented on February 1,2020. ’

Remember that two days before the
Budget, the World Health Organization
had declared Covid-19 a public health
emergency. From January 17 onwards,
theIndiangovernment had alsoinitiated
measures to manage the Covid impact.
These included stepsto initiate point-of-
entry and community surveillance,
establish quarantine facilities and 1901a~
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cent reduction in the rates of tax deduction at source
and tax collected at source. The government also
increased financial allocanons for many schemes to

could gowrongfor the government’s Budget numbers?
Already, mdustry has urged the government tostepin
witha
impact of the war on the pace of economic activity.
Among the suggesuous are a ume<bound conflict-
linked it Li like
the one launched dunng the Covid pandemic, ration-
alisation of? inputs,
and the extension of the dehvery timelines for central
and state public sector contracts.

The government has already slashed the special
additional excise duty on petrol and diesel to provide
some financial cushion to oil refining and marketing
companies. On an annualised basis, the Centre’s rev-
enue losscouldbeamundﬁs»l.? trillion, accordingto

ofthe
of the CU[\ﬂlC[ in West Asia, but has reminded the
country that the government has fiscal space to main-
tain its capital expenditure programme, the flexibility
toreduoet i

geted support to affected sectors. This would imply
that the government is, gearmg upfora ma;or slippage
initsdeficit, would
rise significantly during the year, even as revenues
could shrink compared to what was projected in the
Budget in February. Theyear, thus, could be areplay of
the Covid year of 2020-21, although the impact on
public finances in 2026-27 would not be that severe.
Therefore, the government has two clear ways to
manage its pubhc policy canduct One, I! should

help small and medium with i
credit guarantee and liquidity support.

The net impact of the Covid pandemic on the pace
of economic activity and, therefore, the government’s
tax collections was huge. The liquidity support and
credit guarantee schemes for small and medium busi-
nesses inflated the government’s expenditure. Thus,
actualgrosstaxrevenues in2020-21were320.27trillion,
over16 per cent lower than the Budget Estimate (BE) of
324.23trillion. Non-tax revenuesalsotook a 46 percent

hit — against the BE of ¥3.85 trillion, the
actuals were 32.08 trillion.

But revenue expenditure as per
actuals in 2020-21 jumped by 17 per cent
to30:83trillion. Femhsersubsxdlesmse

identifyareas
revenues Fertiliser: were
projected to decline by 8 per cent to I1.71 trillion in
2026-27, compared to the revised estimate of 2025-26.
Giventheway fertiliser prices! hot up, the
government’s estimate for fertiliser subsidies for the
current year should be revised upwards. Similarly,
excise duty collections, which largely come from
petrol and diesel, are likely to take a big hit after the
duty cuts for: petrol and diesel. It would be a good idea
forthe fi Ty toassesst
and their impact on the government’s finances on a
quarterly basis and make that public. This should
improve the country’s preparedness for such a crisis.
Two, i Covidyear, could

by 8o per cent and food bal-
looned by 370 per cent over the BE. The
only silver lining was that the govern-
ment managed to keep itscapital expen-
diture growth intact — the actuals were
estimated at ¥4.26 trillion, compared

tion wards, and provide
sonal protective equipment, trained manpower, and
rapid response teams,

‘Yet, the written speech for the 2020-21 Budget did
not refer to the impending challenges posed by the
pandemic. Of course, the Covid situation worsened
with every passing day after the Budget presentation.
‘The government imposed a country-wide lockdown
on March 24, 2020, which was lifted more than two
months later, at the end of May. The demand for tax
reliefwason therise. Butthe government did notgoin
for any major tax concessions, except for ensuring an
expeditious refund of taxes to businesses and a 25 per

with¥ 4.2 trillion in the BE.
Quite bly, the fiscal deficit

10 9.2 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), up
from3.5percentinthe BE for2020-21. Revenue deficit
toowidened to7.3 per cent of GDP in 2020-21, up from
2.7 per cent as projected in the BE. Most importantly,
the Budget for 2020-21 had projected India’s nominal
economic growth to be at 10 per cent. But as the year

yearasa toil

long: islative reforms to improve the ease of
doing business and attract foreign direct investment.
Land acquisition laws, agriculture reform laws and
further changes in the goods and services tax (GST) are
among them. The Covid year of 2020-215W the Modi

bri dagricul-
ture laws, but these ran into problems. Labour law
changes were finally notified after a long wait of more
than five years. Changes in agriculture laws were rolled
back in the face of farmers agitation. GST rates saw a
major rationalisation in September 2025. But more
needs to be done, for instance, including petml and
diesel withinthe GSTsystem. The Covid year’s misbakes

went by and Covid i the India’s ofi ion should not t 1. Let
nominal GDP contracted by 1.24 per cent. there be a more open discussion wuh farmers’ bodies

ix the Budget for2026-27 the GST Council necess-
to Parliament on February 1, 2026. In just about four and GST laws. A Id

weeks, the West Asian conflict has flared up. What

beanopportumry forushering in reforms.

Rewiring power for anew cra

Thelatest crisis in West Asia has once again reminded
the world that energy security remains hostage to

hipping through the <rmrofﬂom_mmas
T mid the United s-Israel-
Iran war, with major powers openly acknowledgmg
the risk to global energy flows. Roughly one-fifth of
global oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG) moves
throught passage, andr

itscl e orld.
Indiaimports morethan 90 percentofits oil needs
and roughly half ns gas reqmremems Moreover,

sure, Building on this progress, it is time for India to
reset the terms of its energy transition.

The first step is to expand the renewable energy
target from 500 GW 101,500 Gw by 2030. This would be
ambitious, but not unachievable. A 1,500 Gw goal
would send a powerful signal to markets, manufac-
turers, states and investors that India intends to com-

a clear transport electrification road map: Full elec-
trificationof new full ification
of two- and three-wheelers by 2030, and of cars and
trucks by 2035. It also means fixing the production-
linked incentive scheme for advanced chemistry cell
battery storage, which has badly underperformed.
Every successful electric vehicle and every domesti-

press the next decade of energy ion into
the next five years.

Second, India cannot seriously aim for a1,500 Gw
target while leaving transmmmn and halancmg infra-

LPG)

0 per centofi
consumption is met through imports,
and about 90 per cent of those imports
come through the Strait of Hormuz. On
crude oil, India has diversified meaning-
fully, but West Asia’s share in its import
basket still climbed to 59 per cent in Feb-
ruary 2026. Even before this war began,
India’s oil and gas import bill hovered
around $180 billion over a year.

This dependence on fossil fuels is a
systemic security problem for India.
Imported hydrocarbons bind the econ-
omy to regions over which it exercises
limited control. The longer this war lasts, the higher
India’s import bill will be, and the pressures on indus-
try, agriculture, transport and households will con-
tinuetorise.

Non-fossil fuel energy., however, alters that
equation in a way fossil imports cannot. Solar PV sys-
tems now commonly operate for 25to 35 years, while
wind turbines typically have a lifespan of 20 to 25
years. That does not eliminate all risk — there are still
grid, storage and manufacturing dependencies to
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orridor

of Gujarat, Ra)asthan, Karnataka, and
Tamil Nadu need accelerared gnd

cally battery pack will take a small bite out
of future oil dependeuce
Finally, asystem
need firming capacity beyond storage alone. That is
where nuclear energy, including small modular reac-
tors, comes in. India’s target of achieving 100 Gw of
nuclear capacny by 2047 IS both strategically impor-
nd i

strengthening to reduce tant a; With the pohcy
up The 11 already in place, the.

Energy Management Centres set up to i inni ithearly project

integrate variable wereafor- aclear, pipeline.

ward-looking move, but India now needs Still, India must not look towards escaping from

moreofthem, with: I capacity. oned only to walk into another. The clean

Third, every renewable tender should
include battery storage, doing away with
solar- or wind-only tenders. Pumped
hydro storage should also be pushed in
mission mode. Storage is what turns
renewable capacity from a daytime supplement into
round-the-clock strategic infrastructure. India is
already projected to ramp up both battery and
pumped hydro storage sharply over the coming
decade. The goods and services tax for storage assets
should bereduced to5 per cent asit is for most renew-
able energy devicesand parts.

Fourth, LPGinIndiais central tohousehold energy

energy transition will be strategically durable onlyif it
addressesthe critical mineral value chain. These min-
erals— ium, cobaltand rareearthel
— are essential inputs for clean technologies. China
remains the dominant refiner for nearly all strategic
minerals, with an average market share of 70to 90 per
cent. India will need to diversify critical mineral feed-
stocks, build upits midstream processing capabilities
and leverage international strategic partnerships for
technology transfer: and capacity buﬂdmg_
Acountrythat heredtoi fossil
fuels will keep importing geopolitical risk along with
them. A country that builds domestic clean power,

and import remains sub-
stantial. Much like the Ujjwala scheme drove down

uring, storage and mineral processing
capacity will be better placed to ride out external
ity hiddeninside

manage. But it does mean that non-fossil capacity, Dbulb; bulk ademand shocks. Thati
onceinstalled, goeson . ship- i forinduction cookerscould the present turmoil, and India must move with
ping disruptions and mariti ffs that would  sharply ntcosts. By ingtheUjjwala urgency to convert this moment into a decisive shift

otherwise send imported fuel prices soaring.

India has come a long way in its energy transition
and has over 275 Gw of non-fossil fuel capacity. Yet as
thecrisis suggests, the current pace, whilesignificant,
isstilltoo cautious relative to the scale of India’s expo-

beneficiary database, this can be scaled quickly, posi-

tioning clean cooking as part of a wider shift from

imported fuels to domestically produced electricity.
Lndlawﬂ!a]so need togoallout onelectric mobxhty
d That

towards energy sovereignty.

Theauthoris chancellor, NIIT University, chairman,
Fairfax, Centre for Free Enterprise, former G20 Sherpa
and former CEO, NITI Aayog. The views are personal

The search for a principled nationalism

Mr Ansari, weshould not
forget, is a retired diplomat. He
has written extensively on
India’s foreign policyas an

Mr Ansari, underlines five key
areas — national security with
regional boundaries and water
disputes, regional cooper-

BOOK debatesand concernsof publiclife. After  providealevel playing field forall com- between ideals and practices. expert, having represented the ation, pandemics, environ-
REVIEW adecade of service as India’s Vice-Presi- munities and social groups. MrAnsari This comparative mode of analysis is country invarious interna- mental degradation, and
dent, Mr Ansari transitioned into the f frater- Ty d main of thisbook. tmna] forums. Given his diplo- climate change. This realistic
role of a prolific public commentator. nity to assen an] inherentsense of' sohclarf Mr Ansari ion of mati |t is mﬂ.ng proposal does not underesti-
Thechaptersinthisbookreflecthisdeep  ityamongindi political practice against i thath mate the conventional under-
engagement with the national dis- This conceptualisation is valuable, ideals, aiming to uncover porenual partofthe volume to explore standing of the national
course. It is, therefore, natural for Mr especially when nationalism has avenues for constructive intervention. India’s foreign policy withina interest. Yet, it strongly asserts
Ansari’s readers (like me!) to search fora become the dominant narrative of This is one of the most insightful con- rapidly evolving global land- Arguably Contentious: me sxgmﬁcance of moral
HILAL AHMED senseof argumentative novelty in this Indian politics. Mr Ansari does not sub- tributions of this book. Mr Ansari recog- scape. Mr Ansari does not sub- Divided d humane ideals in
carefully compiled volume. scribetothe view that nationalisminthe  nisesthat the political world is seribeto the usual foreign Worl defining the goals of foreign
Reading this collection of Hamid Athorough reading of the book offers Indian context may be seen merely asan discursively constituted; it isa disor- policy analysis, where political by M Hamid Ansari policy and diplomacy. In other
Ansari’s recentarticles, speeches, and usthreekey arguments. The first argu- imitation of the ‘West. He proposes a cul- dered and messy realm driven by self- movesintherealmofinterna- ~ Published by words, foreign policy is reim-
lectures — now carefully revised and mentisaboutt f consti- turally d contextually appro- mterest and the lust for power. This nonal relations are always Rupa agined from the perspective of
sequenced into chapters — I found tutionalism. Mr Ansari does not want us priate conceptualisation of Indian heseems oughtto and justified in 192+xdiipages 3595 congtitutionalism.
myselfasking: “What is new in this to itution as any kind of ism. In this rk, the b 1 to find out the p1 relation to what is called the T
book?” This is nota pessimistic appre- “holy book“ Instead, he envisagesthe nation is envisioned through the lens of areas. In this schema, constitutional “national interest”, He reiter- constitutional nationalism, a
hension. We know Hamid Ansari as one ionasafounding’ »p‘" constitutional ideals: Secularism, indi- idealsare mtroduced asaway of life—an ates(he principles that has always been constructive assessment of the Indian
of the most prolific, creative, and astute sophical that signifi vidual freedom, the protectionof minor-  intentionall ing force of affairs. polity,anda foreign policy —
public figures in contemporary India. Mr  and legitimate contract between Lhe smte ity cultural rights, social justice, and apparatus used to find out what has Ln his npunon. adherence topluralism, may be used to outline a possible theory
Ansari inherits the intellectual legacy of and citizens. He ises the fact that ic ism.Itdoesnotmean  gone wrongand to what extent. This for d support of Indian politics. Mr Ansari wants us to

Nehru, BRA ,Ram
Manohar Lohia, SRadha Krishnan,
Maulana Azad, J P Narayan, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and many others — that is,
leaders who reflected on the issues,

theP f the Constitution high-
lightsthe philosophical foundations that
determine the rights of the citizens, gov-
erming rulesand norms of the polity, and
the expectations from the government to

that Mr Ansari merely offersusan
abstract theory of constitutional nanon»

contrast does not merely establish a new
praxis mlhelnr‘ TeXt;

fora peaceful world order are the prin-
ciplesthat could be evoked to design a

move in this direction; and this rein-
forces the novelty of the book.

alism. A set of chapters tri
the actual functioning of public institu-
tions touncover the asymmetry

italsot intoa  morallyjustand
livingand ever- political text. policy the
This brings us to the third argument. furureduecnons of Indian foreign policy,

‘The reviewer is professor, CSDS.
The views are personal
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War shocks markets, exposing
India’s economic vulnerabilities

MADAN SABNAVIS

No leniency
Jor brutality

E/en in a country inured to police violence, staged
encounters and custodial murders, the torture and kill-
ing of a father and son in a police station in Sathankulam,
Tamil Nadu by a group of policemen six years ago caused
shock and outrage. The death of Jayaraj and his son Ben-
nix, who ran a small mobile phone shop, took place after
a night of horrific beatings and aggravated torture dur-
ing the AIADMK regime, when the COVID-19 pandemic
had just set in. At the end of a closely watched trial, nine
policemen have been sentenced to death for the custo-
dial murders, and asked to pay Rs.14 crore as compen-
sation to the family of their victims. The father and son,
arrested for keeping

their shop open a few . 3
minutes beyond the Itisa sobemng
lockdown timings in momentfor

2020, were remanded in 2 -
custody over trivial, bail- India SD: olice
able charges by a local fO?"CCS whose
magistrate, who was on 7

his balcony at night and p Sy Che is rooted
ignored their blood- | 172 L SYStem
soaked clothes. Al- 7

though the trial court demg ’,wdfor
verdictisonly the begin- | COlOMial control
ning of a long processof | pper subjects

dispensation of justice
involving appeals and petitions, itis a welcome, sobering
moment for India’s police forces whose psyche remains
rooted in a system designed for colonial control over sub-
jects, rather than empowerment of law-abiding citizens
of a Republic. It should also persuade the Tamil Nadu
government, basking in the limelight of strong social and
economic indicators ahead of an Assembly poll, to look
inward. The state is no stranger to periodic police en-
counter killings of “gangsters”. Moreover, although it is
cyclically ruled by the AIADMK and DMK, neither party
has a monopoly on custodial murders. Last year, a 29
year old security guard, Ajith Kumar, was tortured and
fatally beaten by policemen in Sivaganga over a theft
complaint. Given the perceived lack of impartiality of
state police forces, both the Sathankulam and Sivaganga
cases were handed over to the CBL

Lack of effective executive and judicial oversight is all
too apparent when magistrates show scant regard for
Articles 21 and 22, which guarantee the right to life and
due process during detention, and routinely remand
people in custody at the mere request of police. While
the ten i involved in Sath 1 (one of
them died during the pandemic) are the perpetrators
of the crime, they are merely the extended arm of a sys-
tem that has little respect for fundamental rights. IAS
and IPS officers, and executive magistrates are insulated
from the consequences of unlawful actions, facing no
penalties or contempt action. In the Sathankulam case,
the Madras High Court had to take cognisance of a com-
plaint from an inquiring magistrate, as he was
threatened by the police. Political parties pay lip service
to police reform, preferring the colonial model of con-
trol to rights-based policing. Equally, citizens cannot be
selective about supporting some police encounters,
based on their social biases, while condemning
lock-up murders.

Between reform
and rollback

Tm Government had, over the last few months, is-

sued a clutch of rules ranging from a cap on how many
hours a pilot can fly to a 60 per cent free seat selection
rule, each of which has either been reversed or put in
abeyance following strong opposition from the domestic
airlines. The DGCA had put passengers first when draw-
ing up these norms, which was seen as a win for passen-
ger rights at a time when the regulator was widely
perceived as slow in implementing reforms that bene-
fited them. Perhaps the most controversial decision was
the implementation of the Flight Duty Time Limitation
(FDTL) — a set of rules that caps the number of hours a
pilot can fly and work in a given period, mandating mini-
mum rest time between duties to prevent fatigue-related
accidents, making flying safer for passengers. It is con-
sidered scientifically sound by international bodies, but
IndiGo failed to implement the rule in November last
year, leading to complete chaos and a 10-day-long crisis,
huge loss, and appointment of a new CEQ. Instead of
treating this as a necessary correction to reckless roster-
ing, the government rushed to dilute and defer the very
safety regime it had just endorsed.

The same flip-flop is on display in another reform. New
refund rules and the proposal to make at least 60 per cent
of seats free of selection charges were widely welcomed.
Passengers, long nickel-and-dimed on everything from
baggage to seat choice, received a positive response. Air-
lines, operating on wafer-thin margins and facing no re-
lief on fuel, taxes or airport charges, pushed hard to
reverse the decision — and. once again, New Delhi
blinked. There is a legitimate tension here. Indian carriers
genuinely face a hostile cost environment, and a policy
that clamps down on ancillary revenues without address-
ing input costs will only exacerbate the sector’s fragility.
But that is precisely why the government’s on-again,
off-again approach is so damaging. By trying to lean to-
wards consumer-protection rhetoric and then quietly
rolling the measures back, it undermines safety, confuses
passengers and investors, and reinforces the perception
that regulation is just another negotiable variable in air-
lines" business plans. Hard safety norms like FDTL, once
adopted, should not be hostage to one airline’s planning
failures. Consumer-facing rules must be paired with a co-
herent plan to ease structural costs. It should recognise
that both the airlines and the passengers are equal
stakeholders, and there should be buy-in from both sides
on any reforms, however difficult it may be for the regu-
lator to secure. Persistent uncertainty around reforms
can severely destabilise and erode confidence across the
entire industry.

ince the Iran war

began in March,

there have been

several ups and
downs. The markets have reacted in
a variable manner depending on
political statements made on all
sides. Therefore, evaluating their
movement becomes challenging,
though admittedly everything has
been turned around once too often
ever since the tariff issue dom-
inated the economic architecture.
Stock markets are down, currencies
are falling, and bond yields are ris-
ing. Every time it appears that a
truce could be drawn, which
soothes the markets, there is con-
trary news that spooks them again.
Hence, when evaluating the impact
on markets, the numbers must be
read with some discretion, as the
evaluation is at a point in time when
things looked irreversible.

Let us look at the markets
sequentially. The Sensex (free float)
has lost around Rs 10 lakh crore of
market capitalisation as on 23rd
March, compared to February 27,
which was before the war erupted.
If the same is considered for the
BSE 500, it would be Rs 20 lakh

Brand Banter

crore. However, such numbers
must be read with caution because
these are notional losses and not ac-
tual, as the indices have been
valued at market prices. The mes-
sage, however, is clear. Stock mar-
kets have been losing rather than
gaining, and this is the story across
countries. Therefore, for investors,
it is a tough call. Does one invest
now that the market has troughed,
or can there be another new low
from here? Interestingly, markets
revived once there was subsequent
news that there could be a solution
to the war.

Next is the currency market. The
rupee has been in a downward spi-
ral and, while the market has been
looking for guidance from the RBI
in the form of intervention, it ap-
pears there may be an indifferent
response. This is logical because, as
all currencies are tending to decline
rather than rise, there may be little
merit in selling dollars to stabilise
the rupee. Selling dollars may sta-
bilise the rupee today, but the de-
cline would recommence once
these sales stop. The currency went
down by almost Rs 3, touching Rs
94 to a dollar from Rs 90.95/§ on

27th February. It crossed the 94
mark again on the 27th. This affects
exporters and importers differ-
ently, with the former benefitting
and the latter being disadvantaged.

The bond market has also wit-
nessed an increase in yields, with
the 10-year yield touching 6.90-
6.95% from 6.68% before the war
commenced. This movement has
little to do with the domestic liquid-
ity situation but is linked to move-
ments in US Treasuries, where
yields have jumped by almost 20
basis points. As the two remain
linked in terms of maintaining dif-
ferentials, domestic yields have in-
creased sharply. The implications
are that, from a banking perspec-
tive, treasury gains would face a
downside, as higher yields are asso-
ciated with declining bond prices.
Additionally, government borrow-
ing would become costlier, as these
bond yields serve as reference
points for fresh issuances of G-Secs
by the RBI. Hence, borrowing costs
for the government could increase
in FY27 if these yields remain el-
evated. A 10 basis point increase can
raise the government’s interest cost
by around Rs 1,700 crore.

Another major price shock is
seen in gold. The rally pushed
prices beyond the $5,000/ounce
level, suggesting the metal would
thrive in this volatile environment.
As on February 27, the price was
$5,222/ounce. However, it fell to
$4,376 on the 26th, when markets
went into turmoil. Investors who
beton gold in a supportive environ-
ment faced the impact of a stronger
dollar as prices declined. Will
prices recover? It is uncertain, as
traditionally there is an inverse re-
lationship between the dollar and
gold prices. The dollar is likely to
remain strong, as the current envi-
ronment may not support further
rate cuts by the Federal Reserve,
notwithstanding the appointment
of a new Chairman.

Finally, the most important mar-
ket, with far-reaching influence ac-
ross sectors globally, is oil. Brent
crude rose from $71 per barrel on
February 28 to $105, and could
move further depending on devel-
opments in the war. In contrast, the
Indian basket climbed more
sharply from $71 per barrel to $150
per barrel. The concern for individ-
uals is when this doubling will be

From crashing equities to soaring oil, Iran war ripples through India’s
markets, currency, bonds, and household costs sharply.

reflected in fuel prices at the pump.
Beyond crude oil, gas supplies have
been disrupted due to blocked
shipping routes and the shutdown
of production facilities in Qatar.

At the ground level, households
are already facing delays in LPG de-
liveries due to physical constraints.
The hospitality industry is affected
by limited availability of cooking gas,
and alternatives are not always vi-
able. Transport costs will rise if fuel
prices are increased. Industries such
as fertilisers, pesticides, plastics, avi-
ation, and ceramics are facing chal-
lenges due to higher petro-input
costs and supply disruptions.

Overall, there has been wide-
spread disruption, with markets
bearing the brunt. The key question
remains: when will this end, given
the time lags involved in restoring
stability to the oil economy? This
shock is markedly different from
the Ukraine-Russia war, which had
a comparatively lesser economic
impact.

The author is Chief Economist, Bank of
Baroda, and author of ‘Corporate Quirks:
The Darker Side of the Sun'. Views are
personal

Char Dham chaos exposes gaps in
governance, culture of jugaad

Confusion, poor communication, and weak systems risk turning the

SANJEEV KOTNALA

y the time you

finish  reading

this, chances are

someone plan-
ning the Char Dham Yatra is re-
freshing a webpage, scanning a
WhatsApp forward, or tracking a
Donald Trump tweet for cues on
whether their yatra this summer
will even go smoothly.

That is both the story and the
statement about the Uttarakhand
government.

People elect governments to re-
duce uncertainties in life. They be-
lieve they have outsourced chaos
management to a responsible gov-
ernment that will take care of it.
Poor, foolish citizens expect frame-

clean, Western-style restrooms
along the-arduous 18 km trek to Ke-
darnath, which begins around 3
am? Silence.

Hotels and travel operators are
hedging. Pilgrims are hesitant. Heli-
copter bookings, when they open
on the 10th (as communicated), are
expected to be as chaotic as railway
reservations in 1985: blink, and you
miss it. And the state’s advice? Keep
checking.

This is not governance.

Then there is digital jugaad
masquerading as tourist manage-
ment—the first touchpointand digi-
tal interface. Frankly, it is
pathetically designed and feels
more like a compliance formality
thana d ilding tool.

works, clarity, pr y. and,
above all, to be kept updated with
information that aligns with ground
reality. Not silence. Not ambiguity.
And certainly not a “check the web-
site daily” approach to something as
sacred and logistically complex as
the Char Dham Yatra for the com-
mon man.

Today, Uttarakhand is marked by
confusion and guesswork in govern-
ance.

Three weeks before the Yatra be-
gins, there is no clear, consistent
communication. Will it proceed
seamlessly? What are the contin-
gency plans? How will infrastruc-
ture hold up under pressure? How
does the war affect me? Are there
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This is where trust should begin.
Instead, it confuses, frustrates, and
alienates. In an age where apps can
track your cab to the second, why
can't a state guide a pilgrim through
a high-risk yatra with clarity?

Why are we not even exploring
wearable devices for such a yatra? A
basic tracker that can monitor loca-
tion, health vitals, or distress sig-
nals? It would build confidence.
Instead, pilgrims are asked to sub-
mit two emergency contact names,
as if paperwork is a form of pre-
paredness.

As Osho once provocatively ob-
served, “The greatest fear is of the
unknown.” Governments exist pre-

cisely to reduce that unknown, not
expand it.

So why is a pilgrim today depend-
ent on critical, life-impacting in-
formation ~ from  WhatsApp
forwards and YouTube videos—
often driven by unmanaged in-
fluencers? Why is the government
not proactively sending a simple,
structured PDF update to every reg-
istered pilgrim?

A checklist of do's and don'ts. Up-
dated weather probabilities. Man-

datory medical advisories.
Essentials to carry. Clear escalation
protocols.

And yes, why are yatris not
required to submit a self-declar-
ation stating that they understand
the risks—natural and man-made—
and are willing to undertake the
journey? That is not bureaucracy;
that is responsible governance.

Instead, we have silence punctu-
ated by sporadic updates and local-
level whispers.

Rumours thrive in silence. Gov-
ernance dies in it.

Consider the chatter: Is there a
500-car restriction in Landour?
How many devotees are allowed per
day for darshan? Travel agents are
charging a surcharge to issue con-
firmed heli-yatra tickets. What
happens if a pilgrim misses their
darshan slot? Can they get a next-
day token or must they start from
scratch? These are not trivial

queries. They are core experience
determinants. Yet answers are
either confusing or entirely absent.

Then comes the deeper discom-
fort—the creeping attempt to opti-
mise and maximise religion itself.
Advisories suggest temples may
skip or compress rituals or suspend
daytime pujas to accommodate
crowds. One wonders: since when
has administrative efficiency dic-
tated spiritual sanctity? The puja
mahurat is not a traffic signal to be
adjusted according to crowd surges.

Equally troubling is the approach
to on-ground economics. Pittoo and
palki services remain unregulated,
left to the bargaining skills of visi-
tors. Why not introduce pre-paid
counters? Why must devotion come
bundled with negotiation anxiety?

And let’s not ignore the elephant
in the Himalayas: environmental
fragility. The state has witnessed
enough “natural” disasters that were
anything but natural. Yet where is
the visible framework to curb reck-
less construction, regulate tourist
load, or enforce ecological disci-
pline?

This is precisely the period when
the government should be at its
communicative best—advertising,
informing, reassuring, and leading
from the front. The tourism depart-
ment and PR machinery should be
in overdrive.

Because if done well, this is not

sacred Char Dham Yatra into a stressful logistical gamble

just about managing a yatra. It is
about building Brand Uttarakhand,
which has taken a beating for
multiple reasons.

Right now, that brand lies buried
under an avalanche of missed op-
portunities and camouflaged con-
fidence.

Here's the uncomfortable truth:
uncertainty is no longer accidental.
It is being manufactured.

Uttarakhand does not need more
announcements. It needs a play-
book with clear timelines, transpar-
ent processes, standardised pricing,
environmental safeguards, and,
above all, consistent communica-
tion—one that maximises revenue
and tourist comfort while minimis-
ing damage to nature and climate.

‘When it comes to something as
deeply religious as the Char Dham
Yatra, people should focus on their
faith, not be forced to battle con-
fusion.

The government can leverage a
well-managed Char Dham Yatra to
convert tourists into ambassadors
and repeat visitors. However, what
seems apparent is that Uttarakhand
risks turning a sacred journey into
a logistical gamble.

And that is a risk no government,
including Uttarakhand’s, should
ever outsource to its citizens.

Sanjeev Kotnala s a brand and marketing
consultant, writer, coach, and mentor.
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With reference to “Math of

Barbaric behaviour

the FCRA pause” (April 4),
the government argues
that the bill is intended to
plug loopholes in the orig-
inal legislation of 2010, but
in reality, it will render
NGOs more vulnerable and
liable to arbitrary action.
The government's hostility
to NGOs is no secret. Since
the BJP-led government
came to power, more than
20,000 NGOs have had
their FCRA licences can-
celled. The 2026 amend-
ment, if it becomes a law,
would exacerbate the dra-
conian aspect of the FCRA,
which had already been
criticised in 2020 for viol-
ating international and
constitutional principles
guarding the functioning of
civil society organisations
in a democracy.

SS Paul, Nadia

Easter expletives
When the world expected
restraint on a day associ-
ated with hope, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
delivered threats instead.
His Easter message, laced
with aggressive expletives
against Iran, reveals des-
peration and exposes a
troubling leadership style.
While the Oval Office tradi-
tionally demands sobriety

The editorial, “New barbarian at
the gates of hell" (April 7), accu-
rately captures the persona of
US President Donald Trump. His
conduct brings disrepute toa
long line of distinguished Ameri-
can Presidents. His recent social
media posts using abusive la-
nauge and making violent
threats against Iran only rein-
force the editorial’s description
of him. Sadly, his supporters
continue to encourage his errant

behaviour. He has also claimed
that his actions are divinely or-
dained, while taking credit for
ending multiple conflicts, includ-
ing the recent India-Pakistan
war, and asserting that the pres-
ent Middle East crisis will end
soon.

All this, together with his trade
wars, shows that he is clearly
unfit to lead a great nation, let
alone bring about a new world
order.

V Nagarajan, Chennai

Hindi as the third lan-
guage. Moreover, com-
pliance is linked to the
release of funds to states.
This is unconstitutional
and undermines the very
spirit of federalism. If it
persists for long, the unity
and diversity of culture
and languages of our
country will be jeopard-
ised.

Martand Pawar, Kalyan

Strategy or stunt?
Apropos "Crocs and

and respect for institutions,
Trump's rhetoric blurs the
line between governance
and spectacle. Great
powers are judged by the
maturity of their leader-
ship. In crisis, the world
looks to Washington for
steadiness. When the voice
that should calm tensions
falters, American credibil-
ity suffers.

Gregory Fernandes,
Mumbai

1]

Recently, over 200 psy-
chologists in the US is-
sued an open letter
raising serious concerns
about Donald Trump's fit-
ness for leadership.
Based on extensive obser-
vation, their assessment

goes beyond personal
critique -it is a warning
with global implications.
They argue that traits as-
sociated with malignant
narcissism pose grave
risks when in the hands of
aleader of a nuclear-
armed nation. A pattern
of treating dissent as dis-
loyalty, branding oppo-
nents as enemies, and
fostering fear to consoli-
date power undermines
democratic values at their

core.
Tushar A Rahatgaonkar,

Worrying silence
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's silence over the
Pakistan defence min-
ister's open threats to

Mumbai

Kolkata is concerning.
Either the PM or the de-
fence minister need to
take cognisance of the
matter and reassure us.
Arun Gupta, Kolkata

Killing all-rounders
The Impact Player rule
which was introduced in
IPL season 2023 may have
its plus points but the sad
part is that it kills the abil-
ity of all-rounders. No
doubt, innovation in
cricket or in any sport is
necessary. But at the
same time, it is important
to understand and inno-
vate, and ensure that any
rule is implemented only
after judging the short-
and long-term benefits

bowler, the value of

duced.

and drawbacks for the
game. With teams having
the advantage of using an
extra batter or an extra

players who bring their
two-dimensional skills to
the table has largely re-

Ranganathan Sivakumar,

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin is absolutely
right in rejecting the Na-
tional Education Policy's
three-language formula
("Won't allow 3-language
policy in TN: CM Stalin”,
April 8). The NEP is struc-
tured in such way that the
non-Hindi states have no
other option but to adopt

snakes as border
guards?” (April 7), one
wonders if border man-
agement is drifting from
strategy to spectacle. The
idea of unleashing rep-
tiles in riverine gaps may
sound ingenious, yet it
risks turning security into
a dangerous circus for
local communities who

hennai already live with floods
= and fragile ecosystems.
Culture in jeopardy Borders demand vigi-

lance, technology, and
humane policy, nota
menagerie of hazards. A
nation’s safety should rest
on foresight and reason,
not on the teeth and
venom of creatures
pressed into unnatural
service.
K Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru
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2 states, UT likely to face
highly charged battles

he electorates in Kerala, Assam and Puducherry will vote on

'Thursday to elect their new Assemblies, making their choices clear

amid three entirely different political matrices. While the con-

stituents of the LN.D.LA. bloc are the major players in Kerala, the
BJP-led front and the LN.D.L.A. bloc take on each other in Assam even as
the Union territory of Puducherry has its own political dynamics defying
natmnal patterns.

-led Left Democratic Front in Kerala is fighting anti-incumben-
cy as well as the Congress-led United Democratic Front. It is interesting
that all members of the two fronts are part of the joint Opposition platform
on the national level but fight each other tooth and nail in the state. The
BJP is yet to prove itself as a major player in the state’s politics. The LDF
government is seeking a third consecutive term, an unusual feat in the his-
tory of the state, but has a formidable report card on welfare and develop-
ment projects.

The comrades hope that the mega infrastructure projects the government
has implemented through novel funding models and the mega push it has
given to welfare schemes will help them coast to victory. The LDF claims
the LIFE (Livelihood Inclusion and Financial Empowerment) Mission
which has built over five lakh pucca houses and the Extreme Poverty
Eradication Project which ensured decent living for over 60,000 margin-
alised families have made Kerala a model state in welfare programmes.
The UDF, however, hopes to bank on the people’s under-expressed wish for
a change and the five guarantees it has offered to the voters. It is a fact that
the freebies have helped the Congress reap rich dividends in several states;
but it remains to be seen if it can repeat the same feat in Kerala.

The BJP, which is also seeking a third consecutive term in Assam, is fac-
ing the election on two planks — development projects and an extreme ver-
sion of Hindutva. The BJP claims its government has implemented major
infrastructure projects unseen in the history of the state which also helped
it invite mega private investment. And the party has unleashed a ferocious
version of Hindutva targeted against Muslims in the state. The Chief
Minister himself leads the charge and has no qualms in making highly
objectlonable statements that potentxally undermine the very ethos this
nation is founded on, but his party is okay with them as long as they bring
in the votes. The Congress an emaciated force here, is making every pos-
sible effort to make a comeback under its Lok Sabha member Gaurav
Gogoi. The alliance partners are expected to play a key role when it comes
to crossing the halfway mark for either front.

The Puducherry elections have glven an opportunity to the Congress to
assert itself against D! , its partner in neighbouring Tamil Nadu. On the
other side of the fence is the ruling NR Congress, which also tried to play
tricks on its alliance partners AIADMK and the BJP for some time but ulti-
mately fell in line. The triangular contest has turned the elections into an
interesting affair.

TN custody deaths: Justice done

he common complaint of “justice delayed is justice denied” was not
raised in the infamous double murder of a father-and-son duo in June
2020 although it took about six years for the court to send to the gal-

lows the nine police personnel it found guilty of the crime.
That the Madurai additional dls‘mct and sesslons judge, G.
Muthuku.mau am, classified the case as “rarest of rare” in his judgment and

pr that life impri would not be ate with the
grave crimes i may have r society’s faith in the
judiciary.

When, at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, information on the brutal-
ities suffered by P. Jayaraj and his son, J. Bennix, humble traders in the
sleepy panchayat town of Sathankulam in Thoothukudi district of Tamil
Nadu, at the hands of uniformed police personnel inside a police station
came to light, it looked as if people had lost their basic humanity. Even
though instances of police brutality regularly hit newspaper headlines,
Sathankulam represented the depths of savagery, injustice and
lawlessness.

When graphic details of the torture of the two men, leading responsible
and dignified lives as law-abiding citizens, poured into the public domain,
civil society plunged into despair, more so as the perpetrators were men in
uniform drawing their salaries from the public exchequer for protecting
the people purportedly. Demands to check pohce brutality were raised
even then because the deceased duo’s so-called crime had been just keeping
their shop open in violation of pandemic restrictions.

Following the Madurai High Court taking cognisance of it due to this pub-
lic outery, its verdict in the case that was investigated by the CBI comes as
a reassurance to the civil society. Its consistent campaigns against police
torture and ial deaths, i ing the tragedy, have
been at least partially rewarded.

The death sentence will likely serve as a deterrent to errant policemen all
over the country riding roughshod over convicts and under-trials in the
future.

KAUSHIK MITTER
Editor

K. SUbiAKAR
Printer & Publisher
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DEADLINE ..

Diversity works just fine
in all 4 poll-going states

his is election sea-
on. Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Ben-
gal, Assam and
one Union territo-
ry (Puducherry) are in poll
mode. Four political par-
ties/coalitions are compet-
ing to retain power. That is
proof that one nation and
multiple ruling parties
work in a democracy that is
large, diverse and evolving.

Contrary to the idea that
“one nation-one party” is
the ideal model to speed
India into “Viksit Bharat”
by 2047 under the steward-
ship of Narendra Modi and
his BJP, these states’ devel-
opment story signals that
diversity is even better. In
Tamil Nadu, the DMK
by MK. Stalin is contesting
a mixed and confused bag of
competitors to retain power;
in Kerala, run by the CPM-
led Left Democratic
Alliance under two-term
CM Pinarayi Vijayan, it's
up against the Congress-led
United Democratic Front in
the edgiest contest in this
season. In West Bengal,
Mamata Banerjee and her
Trinamul Congress are bat-
tling to retain power for the
fourth time against the BJP.
In Assam, Himanta Biswa
Sarma hopes to retain
power for the BJP for the
second term.

In two states, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, the BJP is not
the principal challenger; the
Congress is the lead party of
the alliance against the
reigning LDF and is part of
the DMK alliance. In
Assam, the Congress in
coalition with regional par-
ties is the principal chal-
lenger to the ruling BJP. In
West Bengal, the Congress
and CPM are struggling to
reinvent themselves, while
the BJP hopes to move up
from the official opposition
to ruling party. That is, the
BJP is three of the four
states, is a challenger and
not the dominant party.

States run by parties

opposed to the BJP have
done well, challenging the
“double-engine  sarkar”
vision as the speediest route
to development. DMK-run
Tamil Nadu is ranked num-
ber three among India's
richest states; its per capita
income in 2024-2025 in nomi-

terms was ¥3.62 lakh,
that is 1.77 times higher
than the national average.
Its growth rate is faster than
the national rate. Kerala,
now ranked seventh among
the richest states, declared
itself free of extreme pover-
ty, the first state to do so.
Per capita income in 2024-25,
as per RBI data, was Z3.08
lakh, and its growth rate is
eye-popping near 10 per
cent, substantially higher
than the national rate,

The growth and wealth
created in these two states,
that means poverty is in
decline, along with a popu-
lation also in decline as its
standards of living have
improved, conﬁrmmg the
truth that economic theo-
rists uncovered about the
link between education,
income and population, con-
tradicts the idea that a “dou-
ble-engine sarkar” model is
the only alternative.
Accused of corruption and
bad governance, with ED
show-cause notices on Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
former finance minister
Thomas Isaac and others,
political leaders across
Kerala have complained of
ED action during the 2020
local body elections, the 2021
Assembly polls and the 2024
Lok Sabha elections: “It is a
political game.” Raids by
ED in Tamil Nadu against
the  State Marketmg
Corporation TASMAC pi
voked retired Chief Justlce
of India B.R. Gavai to
remark: “How can a corpo-
ration commit an offence?
The ED is crossing all
limits.”

The 2026 Assembly elec-
tions are a contest between
perceptions and realities.

The near obsessive
attention that West
Bengal and its politics
gets has also framed
how it has fared in
development terms
under the 15-year
Mamata Banerjee
government and the
34 uninterrupted years
under the Left Front.

Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal have all com-
plained about the timing
and intentions of ED and
other agencies in carrying
outraids, arrests, interroga-
tions and investigations. On
the one hand, there is a nar-
rative that states ruled by
regional, often dynastic par-
ties, are corrupt, where
money meant for the people
are siphoned into

accounts of political leaders,
affecti and

isation that it has experi-
enced. Its per capita income
is lower than the national
average. Oddly, West
Bengal’s growth in terms of
GST is above the national
average and ranks eighth in
GST collections.

Assam, the only state rep-
resenting the ruaglcal trans-
formation that is to be
expected of a “double-
engine sarkar”, is not
among the top ten in GST
collections.

Its per capita income,
despite its vertiginous
Gross  State Domestic
Product achievements
exceeding the national aver-
age in the past 10 years, is
low, putting in the same
bracket as West Bengal,
which is 21 in the
ray

Reports quoting the RBI
indicate Assam is the fastest
growing state economy in
the country, with 45 per cent
growth in the last five yaars
This is a

wealth creation and income
redistribution; and on the
other, there are facts point-
ing to the growth and
wealth in the economies of
these states.

The near obsessive atten-
tion that West Bengal and
its politics gets has also
framed how it has fared in
development terms under
the 15year  Mamata
Banerjee government and
the 34 uninterrupted years
under the Left Front, led by
Jyoti Basu for the first 23

years and then Buddhadeb
anacharjee for 11 more
years. The narrative, out-
lined by the Congress and
elaborated by the BJP, is
West Bengal's decline is due
to bad policies under bad
leadership. Its decline since
the 1960s as one of three top
industrialised and rich
states has added substance
to the story.

It is usually help up as an
example of what can go
wrong in a state that was
once rich, but is now poor;
which is a fact. The packag-
ing, however, covers up the
details of why, West Bengal,
despite being in decline, is
still ranked sixth, in terms
of contribution to the Gross
National Product, which is
not great compared to its
glorious past, but not bad,
given the steady decline in
investments and industrial-

formation _that Chxef
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and indeed the
Prime Minister have attrib-
uted to good governance
and the “double-engine
sarkar” formula.

The bottom line is that
political diversity works
just as well as a model of
uniformity, with each state
suceeeding in doing its own
thing. If the DMK wins in
Tamil Nadu, the LDF or
even the UDF comes to
power in Kerala, if Mamata
Banerjee wins in West
Bengal and Mr Sarma wins
asecond term in Assam, the
“Viksit Bharat” target will
not be materially affected.
The much-lauded “double-
engine sarkar™ lel has
speeded things up in Assam,
but that change has not as
vet reached the people, as
the per capita income levels
reveal. West Bengal can be
expected to stay on track in
terms of GST collections,
indicating that the economy
in terms of goods and ser-
vices is healthy; and people,
despite lower incomes than
Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
have money to spend.
Diversity works fine and
keeping it going is democra-
tically desirable.

Shikha Mukerjeeis a
senior journalist in
Kolkata

LETTERS

DEATH SENTENCE

In a landmark judgment the
Madurai Additional District
Sessions Court awarded
death penalty to the nine
monstrous policemen in a
case of the barbaric custo-
dial murder of a father and
son for an alleged simple
Covid-19 violation (9 police-
men get death for custodial
double murder, April 7).
Time and again some police
use the uniform and power
to shield their brutality for
the custodial murders.
Whether this historic verdict
will deter custodial deaths
and change minds of such
cops in future is to be seen.
Ch. V.B.R. Naidu
Srikakulam

‘The death penalty awarded to nine
police personnel who were respon-
sible for the lockup death of father
and son is a landmark judgment.
The death in custody can be
described as the protector becoming
the predator. The verdict is a signif-
icant moment for accountability of
police and a strong message against
violation of human rights. No doubt
it is the rarest of rare cases that has
sparked nationwide outrage and
needs police reforms.

B.V. Apparao

Visakhapatnam

That nine policemen being awarded
death sentence in a custodial death
case by a trial court in TN is exem-
plary. The arrest and gruesome
murder of two businessmen in the
name of violating lockdown rules
by police had shaken the nation's
conscience five years ago. The
Madras HC took up that case suo
motu and ordered CBI inquiry that
has led to proper investigation, trial
and verdict now. The ghastly inci-
dent should force the country to

take the path of police reforms.
Dr D.V.G. Sankara Rao
Srikakulam

It is first of its kind in the history of
the police department in the coun-
try that nine policemen were
awarded death pumshmem work-
mg in Tamil Nadu. It is very shock-
ing to know that the police arrested
the father and son duo for running
their cellphone shop by violating
Covid-19 lockdown norms however
it was proved false later.

Pratapa Reddy Yaramala

Tiruvuru

! Email your letters to
: info@deccanmail.com,
s editor@deccanmail.com.

Ruchira Gupta

Trump, Epstein,
Iran: An election
to signal the way
the US is headed

you want to know where American politics is
going, don’t begin with a rally, a White House
speech, or even the cable-news hysteria that fol-
lows both. Begin instead with a runoff in
Georgia's 14th Congressional District, where voters
this week will choose a successor to Marjorie
Taylor Greene.
is no ordinary special election. Ms Greene
resigned in January after a dramatic public break
thh President Donald Trump over the administra-
handling of the Jeffrey Epstein files. Voters
are dmde(L leading to a runoff between a Democrat
and a Republican in a district where a Republican
victory would once have been a foregone conclu-
sion. Mr'I‘rump won the seat with 68 per cent of the
vote in 2024.

Now Georgia’s 14th has suddenly twrned into a
swing distriet. It has become a proxy for a larger
ﬁght inside MAGA onwhether loyalty to Mr Trump
still overrides disappointment, embarrassment and

That 1s why the race matters. Even the reddest

laces can begin to register shifts in political mood

fore the national map catches up. Greene's depar-
ture transformed what might have been a routine
hold into a test of whether the movement she helped
personify is still disciplined enough to close ranks
when one of its own storms off the stage.

That is the first layer of the story, the fracture

within

‘The second layer is
threatened Iran with attacks on civilian infrastrue-
ture, including power plants and bruigm if it did
not reopen the Strait of Hormuz by Tuesday

+

evening. Even by his standards, it was incendiary,
and it landed at a politically combustible moment,
when voting in Georgia was already underway.

A runoff amid a foreign-policy crisis doesn’t
become an Iran referendum in any simple sense.
But it does become a measure of whether the elec-
torate can tolerate a permanent emergency as a gov-
erning style, or whether it is beginning to produce

‘more recoil than excitement.

Elections are shaped not only by pulicv but by
atmosphere. They are shaped by whether votm
steadied or reassured or

Even if no pollster can neatly isolate how many
votes are affected by Iran or Epstein, this race
‘points beyond itself.

pecial elections rarely decide the whole country
in one stroke. What they do instead is strip politics
down to its rawest elements like motivation, anger,
turnout, and enthusiasm. They show which side is
actually showing up when the stakes seem small,
the cameras have moved on, and the eleclcmte is
made up less of casual spectators than of people who
still care enough to vote on an off-date,

The numbers from the past year suggest some-
thing real may be stirring. Ballotpedia found that
state legislative special elections held since January
2025 have shown an average 5.6-point shift towards
Democrats compared with earlier, and that
Democ.ratlc candidates retained more of thelr pre-

cal conversation, not with one miraculous upset,
but with a pattern of overperformance that keeps

recurring.
Georgia's 14th fits that pattern awkwardly, but
naveallngly In the ﬁrst round last month, Democrat
tired Army brmdle\‘-genm'al
led !he ﬁeld wnh 373 per cent, while Repub!
Clay Mer, a Trump-backed district attorney, won
34.9 per cent
Ina dlsmct this Repuhhcan Democrats still are
not favoured. But it did mean the runoff was not an
afterthought. It became a test of whether Democrats
can keep turning low-turnout fights into warning
flaves for the party in power.

The House arithmetic gives the race added impor-
tance for Republicans, who huld cmly anarrow 217-
24 ma_yorlty with vacancies still hanging over the
chamber. The structural facts favour

the Epstein revelations.

ond, the return of crisis politics, where a
President’s threat of military escalation abroad can
d?mh inate the emotional backdrop of a local election
at home.

Third, the possibility that voters are beginning to
use these low-turnout contests to register a broader
recoil from scandal, exhaustion, inflation and
chaos.

Those are not side stories orbiting the election.
‘They are its real

So, the question is not whether Iran and Epstein
will 1 decide Georgia, or whether Georgla
will single-handedly decide America. Politics is
almost never that tidy. The real question is whether
small elections are becoming a place where voters
can send an early slgnal that spectacle-as-gover-

nance,

The cusmcl is still heavily conservative.
Yet the fragility of that majority is itself part of the

story.
When power is this tight, even supposed “safe”

carrying symbolic weight far beyond

Lhen borders An easy Republican win would reas-

sure Mr Trump the base remains loyal despite the

](;v‘::ne rupture and the noise around Epstein and

A Democratic overperformance, by contrast,
would add to an accumulaﬂng body of evidence that

So, thxsmmﬂsltsatthe lntexsecuonofthree

turnout than
Bolts, lookmg at 2025 more broadly found
Democrats flipped 25 Republican-held state forces now

te legisla-
tive seats, or 21 per cent of the GOP-held seats up
that year. That is how a wave begins to enter politi-

defining Amg
First, the MAGA sphl screeu, devotmn to Mr
Trump on one side and anger and resentment over

4’7

ed politics, and permanent
brinkmanship are no longer enough to keep the
same coalition intact.
1f Republicans hold easily, Mr Trump will say the
system stﬂl bends to hl.s wﬂl But if Democrats over-
will be harder to
explain away. It wﬂl sug.gest Lhat what people have
been calling a blue-wave theory is not fantasy, but
the faint early outline of a correction. These elec-
tions do not redraw the map overnight. They show
which way the ground is beginning to tilt.

Gupta is the author of The Freedom

Seekerandl Kick and 1 Fly, founder of NGO Apne
Aap and a professor at NYU, She has also lived and
worked for UNICEF in Ircn. Follow her on insta:
RuchiraAGupta, on Twitter: RuchiraGupta.
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uick Sensex up 509 pts ahead
of RBI's review of rates

Investors pricing in meaningful developments, not reacting to noise

INDICATORS

Sensex 7461658 069
Nifty 50 2312365 068
S&P 500" 655091 -0.92
Dollar (%) 9292 -0.15
Pound Sterfing (2) 12295 025
Euro %) 10722 -025
Gold (10gm)* (k)  149,668v313  -0.21
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 11076 090
IN 10-Yr bond yield 7.042 001
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4347 0012

* As of 8:30 PM IST

Cash payments
at toll plazas
discontinued

Cash payments at toll plazas
will be discontinued for trav-
ellers on national highways
from April 10, the road trans-
port and highways ministry has
said. In a notification, the min-
istry has said that in cases
where a vehicle enters a fee
plaza without a valid FASTag,
users can still pay via UPI, but
at a higher charge of 1.25 times
the applicable toll fee. It is
aimed at reducing long queues
at toll gates, an official said.
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Jubllant revenue
rises 6.2% in Q4
t0 31,686 cr

Domestic revenue of Jubilant
Foodworks Ltd (JFL) was up
6.2 per cent to 31,686 crore in
March quarter of FY26. For the
full fiscal, revenue was at
36,887.8 crore, said the firm,
which has franchise rights for
global QSR brand as Domino’s,
Popeyes. Consolidated rev-
enue, which includes income
from international operations,
came in at ¥2,505.8 crore in
March quarter, up 19.1 per cent
year-on-year.

Kalyan Jewellers
reports 64% rise
in revenue

Kalyan Jewellers India reported
64 per cent jump in consolidat-
ed revenue for the fourth quar-
ter of FY26, buoyed by robust
wedding and discretionary jew-
ellery purchases. The jewellery
retailer had a revenue of
36,222.35 crore in same quarter
a year earlier, it said. For full
fiscal year, consolidated rev-
enue rose approximately 42
per cent from prior year, when
the company recorded annual
revenue of ¥25,189.66 crore.

FY26 EV sales in
India grow 24.6%
to 24.5 lakh units

Total electric vehicle (EV) retail
sales in India grew by 24.6 per
cent at 24.52 lakh units in FY26
as compared to the previous
fiscal, with every category deli-
vering strong double-digit
growth, Federation of autom-
obile dealers associations
(Fada) said. While electric two-
wheelers crossed 14 lakh units,
electric passenger vehicle retail
sales missed the 2 lakh units by
a whisker but surged 83.63 per
cent in FY26, FADA sai

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD STEADY APPROACH

MUMBALI, APRIL 7

Market rose for a fourth
consecutive session
expecting a ceasefire,
hours before expiry of a
US deadline for a deal
with Iran, and both sides
still at war. The Sensex
gained 0.69 per cent or
509.73 points to close at
74,616.58. The Nifty-50
closed at 23,123.65 gaining
155.40 points or 0.68 per
cent. The gains also pre-
ceded RBI's monetary pol-
icy announcements sched-

IT, REALTY
stocks big
gainers
ahead of Q4
earnings
season
start. PSU

 Gains
preceed RBI's
scheduled

uled for

IT and realty stocks were
big gainers ahead of the
start of the fourth quarter
earnings season while
other sectoral indices saw
moderate gains.

BSE IT (2.37 per cent) ,
realty (1.7 per cent) and
FMCG (0.71 per cent)
topped the sectoral gain-
ers list. PSU banks and
consumer durables saw
some decline.

However, heavy selling
by foreign investors con-
tinued with 8,692.11 crore
worth of equities sold on
Tuesday while domestic
institutions were net buy-
ers by ¥7,979.50 crore,

“Indian equity markets
continued to exhibit
notable resilience as the

dle East conflict
entered its sixth week,
becoming increasingly
complex and unpre-
dictable. Despite elevated
volatility. markets respon-
ded with maturity, absorb-
ing developments 1ather
than reacting with panic,”
said Ponmudi R, CEO.
Enrich Money.

“This reflects a clear
behavioral shift, where
investors are now pricing
in meaningful develop-
ments rather than react-
ing to headline-driven
noise. The session opened
with a gap-down, but
steady buying interest
through the day helped
indices recover and close
marginally positive,”
Ponmudi said.

“Investors are also
awaiting the Reserve
Bank policy decision, with
rates widely expected to
remain status quo. In the
near term, market direc-
tion is likely to be driven
by geopolitical develop-
ments and selective value
buying, with focus gradu-
a]ly shifting to the earn-
ings season for assessing
potential downgrade risks
ausmgfxom higher crude

pr ices and currency
volatility,” said Vinod
Nair, head, research,

Geojit Investments.
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SEBI STRETCHES
IPO TIMELINES ON
MKT UNCERTAINTY

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, APRIL 7

Considering the uncer-
tain geo-political situa-
tion, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
has extended the validity
of its approvals for initial
public offerings and other
public issues expiring
between April 1 to
Sept.30, to Sept.30 as an
one time measure.

Sebi has also granted
one time-relaxation for
non compliance with min-
imum public sharehold-
ing (MPS) requirements
due to volatile market
conditions, whose due
date for compliance with
MPS falls during April 1
to Sept. 30 period.

“Considering the repre-
sentation of the indus-
try body, prevailing unc-
ertain market conditions
and subdued investor par-

ticipation, Sebi has
decided to grant one
time  relaxation to

extend vali-dity of the
Sebi Observations letters,
expiring between April
1, 2026 -Sept. 30 till Sept.
30, a Sebi circular said.

A public issue may be
opened within 12-18 mon-
ths from issuance of obse-
rvation letter by Sebi.

T

banks con-

durables see
decline.
S

Q

INDIAN equity
markets contin-
ued to exhibit
notable resilience
as Middle
conflict entered
its 6th week,
becoming increas-
ingly complex and
unpredictable.
— PONMUDI R.,
CEO, Enrich
4oney

e Rupee

e Broader markets underperform
with BSE mid-cap index up 0.16%,

hovering at 93
per-dollar mark
suggests a
degree of near-
term stability
following sharp

P swings last
BSE small-cap index up 0.2%. Wweek,
o Gold falls 22% from Silver drops

its peak of ¥ 1.93L
per 10 gm to Rs 1.5-L.

% 45% from

N i 2361
e Bitcoin down as
much as 2.5%

before paring some
losses. <

%4.2L per kg to

RUPEE STAYS
BELOW 93-LEVEL
ON RBI ACTION

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBALI, APRIL 7

Rupee stayed just below
93-level as banks contin-
ued to square up their
positions limiting the
overnight net open posi-
tions in the onshore forex
market to $ 100 million to
meet the April 10 deadline
as directed by the RBL

The rupee appreciated
for the fourth consecutive
session at 93 to a dollar
compared to Monday’s
close of 93.06. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened
at 93, moved to a low of
93.07 and a high of 92.86
before closing at 93.

The RBI, to defend the
ongoing weakness in the
currency, barred banks
from offering rupee non-
deliverable forwards to
resident and non-resident
clients and said compa-
nies cannot re-book can-
celled forwards. The move
followed tighter limits on
banks’ forex positions in
the domestic market to $
100 million by the end of
each business day. Banks
have to comply with this
directive by April 10.

Gold, silver fundamentals strong,
slicle to reverse when tensions ease

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, APRIL 7

Despite technically hav-
ing fallen into bear mar-
ket, the fundamentals of
gold and silver are still
strong. While the precious
metals are awaiting a
ceasefire in Iran to
rebound, UBS and Gold-
man Sachs have issued
optimistic forecasts for
gold.

MCX spot gold and silver
have seen a sharp correc-
tion from their Jan.29
peaks. Gold has fallen 22
per cent from its peak of
21,93,09 per 10 grams to
¥1,50.450. Silver dropped
45 per cent from 4.2 lakh
per kg to 22,36 lakh. After
a drop of over 20 per cent
from the recent peak, both
are technically in the bear
market

“Tecﬁnjnal.ly_ after a

drop of 20 per cent, the
metals are in the bear
market. But the funda-
mentals, including central
bank buying, inflationary
fears, and growing eco-
nomic uncertainties are

supporting gold,” said
Ajay Kedia, MD, Kedia
Commodities.

Gold, seen as a safe
haven asset during geo-
political uncertainties,
has been correcting since
the beginning of the Iran
war. Since the onset of
the war, spot gold prices
have dropped 14 per cent
and silver has fallen 21 per

cent from their closing
levels on Feb. 27.

This time, investors pre-
ferred the dollar over gold
as crude has been pricier
and the commodity is
traded in dollars. The bul-
lion continued to slide as
inves-tors accumulated
dollars to buy crude.

Meanwhile, Goldman
Sachs reaffirmed its $5.400
per ounce year-end target.
UBS in its recent reports
said that prices will be
averaging $5,000 per ounce
in 2026.

Goldman Sachs antici-
pates official-sector gold
purchases will average 80
tons monthly this year, an
increase from previous
estimates. UBS expects
robust demand from cen-
tral banks, asset man-
agers, macre funds, and
private investors, driven
by global trade tensions.

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson quits,
to serve till new CEO is appointed

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

Air India chief executive
officer and managing
director; Campbell Wilson
on Tuesday resigned from
his post. He will remain in
the role until his succes-
sor is announced and in
place.

Air India in a statement
said that Wilson had con-
veyed his intention to step
down in 2026 to Air India
chairman N. Chandra-
sekaran in 2024 itself and,
since then, he has been
working to ensure the
organisation and leader-
ship team is on a stable
footing for the transition.

a message to the
India staff, Wilson said 1!
was the right time to hand
over the reins for the air-
line’s next phase of
growth.

“The four years since
Air India's privatisation
has seen the acquisition
and successful merger of
four airlines, an evolution
from public to private sec-
tor practices along with
renewal of the leadership
team, workforce, culture
and ways of operating. It
has seen modernisation of
systems, launch of new
physical products, and
deployment of elevated
service standards on
ground and in the air, as

(OPPER MAY (OME
UNDER PRESSURE
IF WAR CONTINUES

London, April 7: Copper
is vulnerable to further
ds es if the Strait of
Hormuz remains blocked,
Goldman Sachs Group
warned, as metals mark-
ets brace for US President
Donald Trump’s deadline
for Iran to agree a deal or
face sweeping attacks on
civilian infrastructure.
Most base metals have
come under growing pres-
sure in the past month, as
soaring oil and gas prices
threaten to stifle econom-
ic growth and erode dem-
and for industrial com-
modities. There’s intense
uncertainty across mar-
kets on Tuesday as inves-
tors weigh Trump's escal-
ating threats against Iran.
Prices have already fall-
en 7 per cent since Iran
war started. — Bloomberg

Hyd absorbs 568 mn sqft in 3 mths

FC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 7

Hyderabad recorded office
leasing of 5.86 million sq-
uare feet in first quarter of
2026, marking a historic
high for a single quarter,
driven by strong demand
from GCCS, accordmg to
Knight Frank India.
Office transacuons grew
48 per cent year-on-year
from 4 million sq. ft. in Q1
2025, making the city the
second-largest market for
office space absorption
among eight major cities

in the country. Average
rents rose eight per cent to
%77.5 per sq. ft. per month,
while new completions
stood at 2.3 million sq. ft.,

mdlcatmg steady sup-

Glohal capability
centres  (GCCs)
accounted for 43
per cent of total
leasing, absorbing
2.5 million sq. ft., up
53 per cent from 1.6
million sq. ft. in the same
period last year Third-
party services fir-ms
leased 1.7 million sq. ft.,

Anthropic revenue
run rate tops $30 bn

San Francisco, April 7:
Anthropic said its reven-
ue run rate has now topp-
ed $30 billion, up from §9
billion in 2025, and con-
firmed plans to work with
Broadcom and Google to
power its burgeoning
operations.

The Al start-up
said that demand
for its Claude ser-
vices has acceler-
ated this year, wi-
th more than 1,000
business customers
spending over $1 million
on an annual basis. That
figure has more than dou-
bled since February.

The collaboration with
Broadcom and Google,
which was first annou-

nced last month, will help
Anthropic build the cap-
acity necessary to serve
the remarkable growth we
have seen in our customer
base, chief financial offi-
cer Krishna Rao said.
Broadcom is devel-
oping chips using
Google's  tensor
processing units,
or TPUs.

Broadcom and

Google have ente-

red a long-term agr-
eement to provide ch-

ips and a supply assuran-
ce till 2031. The three com-
panies also are expanding
a collaboration that will
let Anthropic access about
3.5 GWs’ worth of comput-
ing power. — Bloomberg

contributing 29 per cent of
total transactions, the hi-
ghest among eight cities.
Flex workspace absor-
ption surged to 1.42 mil-
lion sq. ft. in Q1 2026
from 0.26 million
sq. ft. a year earli-
er, with large
enterprises, par-
ticularly GCCs,
driving demand.

“GCCs remain
the key occupiers of
office spaces in

Hyderabad. Other occupi-
er profiles expanding also
helped. The strong

demand-supply office real
estate dynamics has led to
rise in rental value of
office assets,” said Joseph
Thilak, national director —
occupier strategy and
solutions (Hyderabad and
Chennai), Knight Frank .

On the residential front,
the city recorded a one per
cent year-on-year increase
in sales, with 9,541 units
sold during the quarter.

The weighted average
price rose nine per cent to
8,211 per sq. ft. while new
launches stood at 9,975
units.

o Wilson
conveyed his
intention to step
down in 2026 to
Air India
chairman N.

| wish to record my deep appreci-
ation for Campbell’s leadership
and contribution over past 4 yrs.

— N. CHANDRASEKARAN,
Chairman, Air India

Chandrasekaran
in 2024 itself.

o He has
overseen Air
India’s
privatisation,
acquisition and
merger of four
airlines.

IT HAS been a true honour to play
a small part in this latest chapter
of Air India’s long history, and I
will continue to be an
enthusiastic supporter of
this wonderful organiza- |
tion and its people.

— CAMPBELL wusoN,
CEO & MD, Air Indla

well as 100 additional air-
craft added to the fleet.
The full interior refit of
legacy narrowbody air-
craft has all-but been com-
pleted, with deliveries of
widebody aircraft with
new custom-designed inte-
riors now underway,”
Wilson said.

“With these foundation-
al blocks now settling and
a brief window until
deliveries from the nearly
600-strong aircraft order-

ook  commence in
earnest from 2027, the
time is right for me to
hand over the reins for the
next phase of Air India's
rLe' he added.
is worth acknowledg-
ing the num-erous exter-

challenges navigated

by the Air India team,
including prolonged post-
Covid supply chain con-
straints that have impact-
ed delivery of new aircraft
and retrofit programmes
as well as major geopoliti-
cal and other headwinds.
Campbell and team
demonstrated tenacity
and resolve and have
aligned an organisation
drawn from many back-
grounds  behind the
shared goal of buﬂdmg
the new Air India that is

now emerging,” Chandra-
sekaran said.
Meanwhile, Air India

Tuesday hiked airfare by
%300-900 hike following
government's decision to
cap domestic ATF price
hike at 25 per cent.

Govt to aid MSMEs
with credit scheme

New Delhi, April 7:

India plans to roll out sov-
ereign credit guarantees
on loans worth $26.7 bil-
lion, aimed at supporting
businesses, particularly
small firms, affected by
the Middle East crisis, two
government sources said.

Businesses, such as tex-
tile and glass makers,
have been hit by dis-
ruptions to supply
from the Middle
East due to the
US.Israeli war |
with Iran.

At the same time
India, the world’s
third-largest oil
importer, also faces the
risk of rising inflation
and slower growth.

The government is plan-
ning sovereign guaran-
tees for four years to
banks that lend to busi-
nesses, similar to those

provided during the dead-
ly Covid-19 pandemic,
both the sources said.
This would cost the gov-
ernment about 17,000
crore to 18,000 crore
($1.83 billion to $1.94 bil-
lion), they said.

India is planning to pro-
vide a guarantee of about
90 per cent on loans up to

%100 crore ($10.75
mJ.Llwn) to lenders
in case borrowers
default in the
| aftermath of
West Asia crisis,
both the sources
said.

In 2020, India
offered credit guarantees
to support bank lending to
businesses, including
travel and tourism firms
hit hardest by Covid-19 pa-
ndemic, to help them res-
ume operations and pay
their debts. — Reuters

India, New Zealand set to sign
free trade agreement on April 24

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

India and New Zealand
are expected to sign a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
on April 24 here, which
will provide tariff-free
access to do-mestic
exporters for their
goods in the island
nation’s market,
and will bring in
$20 Dbillion  of
investment over
the next 15 years.

The two countries
on December 22 last
vear announced the con-
clusion of negotiations
for the trade deal, which
aims at doubling bilateral
trade to $5 billion in the
next five years.

While India will get zero-
duty market access on 100
per cent of its exports, the
agreement will eliminate
or reduce tariffs on 95 per
cent of New Zealand's
exports to India, includ-
ing wool, coal, wood, wine,

avocados and blueber-

ries.

However, New

Delhi has made

no duty conces-

sions on allowing

imports of dairy

like milk, cream,

whey, yoghurt, and

cheese; onions, sugar,

spices, edible oils and rub-

ber to protect farmers and
domestic industry.

New Zealand will give a
temporary employment
entry visa pathway.

| SAFETY [ NET | Help is available module for chats about mental health

Gemini to discourage self-harm

California, April 7:
Alphabet’s Google plans to
introduce new mental
health support features for
its Gemini chatbot as the
company and rivals, like
OpenAl, have faced several
lawsuits accusing their
artificial intelligence (AI)
tools of leading to harm.
Gemini will add an inter-
face directing chatbot
users to a support hotline
when the conversation
indicates a potential crisis
related to suicide or self-
m, Google said.
Additmndlly, lhc compa-
ny is addmg a “help is
available” module for
chats about mental health
and design tweaks to dis-
courage self-harm,

W

e Gemini

The rapid explosion of
tools like Gemini and
ChatGPT have led to some
users forming obsessive
relationships with Al bots,
allegedly contributing to
delusions and, in extreme
cases, murder-suicides.

Several families have

4.7

sued leading Al developers
over the issue. Congress
has looked into potential
threats chatbots pose to
children and teenagers.

In March, the family of a
deceased 36-year-old man
in Florida sued Google,
claiming that his use of
Gemini culminated in a
four-day descent into vio-
lent missions and coached
suicide.

At the time, Google said
the chatbot referred the
man to a crisis hotline
many times but promised
to improve the tool's safe-
guards.

In other instances, chat-
bot users have said that
artificial intelligence tools
convinced them to act on

clear falsehoods. In blog
post, Google said it has
trained Gemini not to
agree with or reinforce
false believes, and instead
gently distinguish subjec-
tive experience from objec-
tive fact.

The company didn't pro-
vide further details on this
process.

In the past, Google has
made similar adjustmenls
to its popular services
after facing scrutiny, add-
ing information from heal-
th institutions and profes-
sionals to its search engine
and YouTube.

Google donating $30 mil-
lion to global crisis sup-
port services over the next
three years. — Bloomberg
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NION Finance Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman didn't make
a political point when she said that
India has fiscal space to support
sectors impacted by the escalat-
ing West Asia crisis. It is because
of the deft management of public
finance over the years, which has
resulted in a steady decline in fis-
cal and revenue deficits, despite
heavy capital expenditure. Exter-
nal headwinds are strong and un-
relenting. As she said, “The esca-
fation of Middle East conflict has
evolved from a regional security
concern into a systemic tremor
threatening vital arteries of global

[a] new multipolar world order”
Sound public finance manage-
ment, however, provides consider-
able resilience, giving the Finance
Minister elbow room to help the

energy and hardening the lines of

badly hit sectors. The “systemic

tremor” has already started hurt-

ing India. Moody's Ratings has cut
i for

on petroleum imports is not op-
tional but mandatory. To mitigate
l}u\. the government must acceler-
ate in both fossil fu-

growth p C for
2026-27 from 6.8 per cent to six
per cent, The credit ratings agency
has attributed the cut to the ongo-
ing war in West Asia and its im-
pact on the global energy market.
Other challenges India’s economy
faces are well-known: “subdued
private consumption, softer in-
dustrial activity and a weakening
in the momentum of gross fixed
capital formation amid elevated
prices and higher input costs”
The baneful impact of the Iran
war is also reflected in Indias ser-
vices sector, whose growth was at
its weakest pace in 14 months in
March. The government can learn
two lessons from the current situ-
ation. First, reducing dependence

els and alternative energy sources
like renewables, expand domestic
exploration and production, and
promote energy efficiency across
sectors. Initiatives like electric
mobility, green hydrogen, and so-
lar energy must be scaled up not
just as climate commitments but
as economic imperatives, Diversi-
fying energy sources and suppliers
can also help reduce risk. The sec-
ond lesson is equally important:
sound fiscal management must go
hand in hand with efficient gov-
ernance and service delivery. Hav-
ing fiscal space is valuable, but its
effectiveness depends on how well
itis utilised. The recent panic and
disruptions caused by LPG short-

Good governance must complement fiscal management

ages illustrate this point vividly.
While global supply constraints
may have been unavoidable, the
scale of the domestic disruption
points to gaps in planning, lo-
gistics, and coordination. Bm..r
forecast of demand, mai

transparent communication and
timely intervention are essential to
prevent panic. When shortages or
disruptions occur, clear messaging
and visible action from authorities
can help maintain pubhc u)nﬁ-
dence.

adequate buffer stocks, and ensur-
ing smoother distribution mecha-
nisms could have significantly
reduced the intensity of the crisis.

Such episodes highlight that
macroeconomic stability alone is
notsufficient. Micro-level efficien-
cy in implementation is crucial

capacity and le\:‘mgmg technol-
ogy for supply chain management
can also enhance responsiveness.
The current global environment,
marked by geopolitical tensions
and economic uncertainty, de-
mands a dual approach: reducing
external vulnerahililics—espev

to ensure that policy i
translate into tangible outcomes
for citizens and businesses. In
times of crisis, the ability of the
government to respond swiftly and
effectively can make a substantial
difference in mitigating economic
and social impact. Furthermore,

cially in

domestic governance, By ]enmmg
from recent challenges and acting
decisively, the government can
not only navigate the present cri-
sis but also build a more resilient
and self-reliant economy for the
future.

() LETTERS

Game changing sentence

‘cannot restrain myself from appreciating the concerned

judge of Madurai for sentencing all the nine custodial
death accused policemen to double death sentences as
the offence invited maximum punishment considering
its gravity. This is a rare judgement on custodial death of
two individuals. We seldom find perpetrators of custodial
violence leading to death of an arrested or detained per-
son, getting punished in the first place, leave alone a lifer
or death sentence. The fine of Rs 84 lakh imposed on the
main accused is apparently meant asa token compensation
to thebereaved family of the two deceased. As the legal pro-
cedure is time-consuming, my suggestion is after the death
sentence, the entire follow-up procedure should be fast-
tracked so that the scope for ‘manipulations’ is minimised,
and the sentence of a lower court stands legal scrutiny and
instils fear in the future. Political interference should not
be tolerated, and accountability must be ensured at every
level of administration and judiciary to make the system
strong against the offenders. I will not be surprised to ulti-
mately see all the nine convicts in this case escaping death
sentences at the SC or HC level as our system has a history
of ¢ ing death sentences to life imprisonment.

Polavaram: Decades of delay, emergmg

Py e
m, il

G Murart Krisuna

HE Polavaram irriga-
tion project has been
under contemplation

since 1941. Located 42 kilo-
metres upstream of the Sir
Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowlaiswaram on the Go-
davari River near Ramayya-
peta village in Polavaram
mandal of Eluru district in
Andhra Pradesh, it stands
as a multipurpose national
initiative. Conceived in line
with the Inter State Agree-
ment and the Godavari Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal Award
of 1980, the project secured
National Project status in
2014, The Polavaram Project
Authority was subsequently
formed under the Ministry
of Jal Shakti in January 2015.

The reservoir carries a

gross storage capacity of

194.6 TMC at full reservoir
level of plus 45.72 metres.

It envisages utilisation of

32273 TMC of Godavari
water to irrigate 7.2 lakh
acres of new ayacut and sta-
bilise 23.5 lakh acres. The
project will generate 960
megawatts of hydropower
through 12 units of 80 meg-
awatts each. It will supply
drinking water to 540 villag-
es serving 28.5 lakh people
along the canals and allocate
2344 TMC for drinking
and industrial needs in and
around Visakhapatnam in-
cluding the Vizag Steel Plant.

Approximately, 80 TMC of

Godavari water is to be di-
verted to the Krishna River
for sharing among Andhra
Pradesh Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra in the respective
ratio of 45:21:14 TMC while
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
can draw five TMC and 1.5
TMC, respectively, from the
foreshore.

Clearances arrived pro-
gressively, including site and
environmental  clearances
in 2005 wildlife and reha-
bilitation and resettlement
clearances in 2006 and 2007
forest clearances in 2008
and 2010 and the Revised
Cost Estimate Phase I ap-
proval by the Union Cabinet
in August 2024. The layout
includes a 1118-metre spill-
way on the right bank at A
Hill with 48 radial gates of
16 metres by 20 metres each
operated hydraulically. Th
river course has been re-

SR
Tt DR

A performance audit by CAG released last month

highlighted systemic issues that

p delays.

progress and the road ahead

to ineligible beneficiaries
and incomplete rehabilita-
tion colonies lacking basic
amenities slowed progress.
Technical and planning
lapses were significant. Fail-
ure to adhere to flood diver-
sion schedules and the ab-
sence of a dedicated agency
for flood mitigation during
construction led to damage
of partially built cofferdams
and the diaphragm wall.
Irregular contracting prac-
tices including nomination-

based awards restrictive
tenders and abrupt changes
in at critical

was heavily skewed

tmmd construction while land acquisition and
rehabilitation received inadequate attention. Failure

o et

andthe

absence of a dedicated agency for flood mitigation

during construction led to damage of partially
built cofferdams and the diaphragm wall. Irregular
Basad

stages disrupted work and
exposed structures to risk.
Financial management
showed low budget utilisa-
tion pendency of bills and
mismatches in reporting.
These factors turned a pro-
ject conceived in 1941 into
one lhm missed multiple

routed over 6.6 kil
through an approach chan-
nel of 2100 metres, a spill
channel of 2920 metres and
a pilot channel of 1000 me-
tres to handle a design flood
discharge of 50 lakh cusecs.
A fish ladder designed by
the Central Inland Fisheries
Research Institute, Kolkata,
forms the first such eco-
logical feature in India. The
main dam features Earth
Cum Rock Fill sections in
Gap I of 543 metres and Gap
ITof 1750 metres, a concrete
section in Gap I of 162
metres cofferdams and a
powerhouse on the left bank
at D Hill. The left main canal
runs 212.32 kilometres with
a discharge of 17580 cusecs
and the right main canal
178.812  kilometres with
17560 cusecs.

As per the latest status
from the AP Water Resourc-
es department for Phase I at
minimum draw down level
plus 41.15 metres overall fi-
nancial progress reached 72
per cent by February 2026

and abrupt changes i

at critical stage:

work and

exposed structures to risk.

with civil works at 81 per
cent. Head works and con-
nectivities recorded 77.35
per cent earthwork, 85.22
per cent concrete and 86.06
per cent steel. Main canals
achieved 98.93 per cent
earthwork 86.48 per cent
lining and 56.28 per cent
structures. Land acquisition
for Phase I stood at 91.63
per cent while rehabilitation
and resettlement of project
displaced families reached
37.85 per cent. The spillway,
including gates cofferdams
Gap 1IT concrete dam and
buttress emb were

ecuted and embankment at
12 percent. The powerhouse
includes 12 pressure tunnels
of 150.3 metres length and
nine metres diameter with
Asia’s largest vertical Kaplan
turbine:

This visible momentum in
head works canals and key
dam components marks a
welcome shift. Yet the pro-
ject remained pending for
decades despite early clear-
ances and national status.
A performance audit by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) released last

fully completed by March
22. In Gap 1, the diaphragm
wall and vibro compaction
were done with embank-
ment at 39 per cent. In Gap
1I the new diaphragm wall
was 99 per cent complete
vibro compaction fully ex-

month highlighted systemic
issues that contributed to the
prolonged delays. Spending
was heavily skewed toward
construction  while land
acquisition and rehabilita-
tion received inadequate
attention. Discrepancies
in land records payments

even as costs es-
calated.

At the same time recent
years have seen accelerated
execution under the Pola-
varam Project Authority and
state agencies with comple-
tion of major components
like the spillway and cof-
ferdams and steady advance

pedited land awards, trans-
parent compensation and
full provision of amenities
in colonies. Earth-cum-rock
fill embankment works in
Gap I and Gap II require
round the dock monitoring
of modern equipment and
strict adherence to flood
management protocols
to avoid any repeat dam-
age. Uninterrupted fund-
ing, continuous contractor
support and use of project
monitoring tools can pre-
vent further cost overruns.
Protective embankments for
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
along with full integration
of the hydropower compo-
nent deserve immediate at-
tention. Regular high-level
reviews involving all stake-
holders and public reporting
on milestones can build ac-
countability and confidence.

After more than eight dec-
ades Polavaram has reached
a decisive phase. The people
of Andhra Pradesh have
waited long for this lifeline
that promises irrigation for
new and existing ayacut,
flood moderation, drinking
water security, industrial
support and clean energy.
‘The go\'r:mmcnl can address

on the new diaph wall.  past sh ings through
This demonstrates that fo- dlsuplmed execution wlule
cused impl ion can ¢ ities stand to gain

overcome past hurdles. The
project’s interstate dimen-
sions, ecological safeguards
such as the fish ladder and
potential benefits for mil-
lions in irrigation flood
control drinking water and
hydropower remain com-
pelling.

To complete Polavaram
quickly and translate dec-
ades of planning into ben-
efits both the government
and affected communities
must act decisively. Reha-
bilitation and resettlement
should be prioritised for
completion within the next
twelve months through ex-

from timely and equitable
delivery of benefits. With
Phase I targeting storage
up to the Minimum Draw
Down Level and several
works, well advanced sus-
tained focus on the remain-
ing gaps can convert delay
into lasting development
without further slippage.

The ultimate success will
be measured by how effi-
ciently and fairly the project
meets its national promise
for all concerned.

(The writer is a researcher

at People’s Pulse Research
Organisation)

Be warned: Soft drinks are silent killers

Dr M AgHiLA MITHRA

ITH the onset of summer, a familiar
yet troubling pattern emerges across
society. Alongside rising temperatures comes

an equally sharp rise in the consumption of

soft drinks. Fueled by relentless advertising
campaigns, particularly during high-profile
events like the IPL, these beverages are pro-
moted as symbols of refreshment and en-
joyment. Supermarkets and shopping malls
witness a surge in bulk purchases, while re-
frigerators in many homes are stocked with
bottles of sugary drinks, often treated as es-
sential summer staples.

However, the perception that soft drinks
provide cooling relief is largely misleading.
Scientific evidence increasingly points to the
contrary, indicating that these beverages con-
tribute significantly to deteriorating health.
Over time, people have unknowingly em-
braced habits that undermine their well-be-
ing, influenced by modern consumer culture
and aggressive marketing strategies.

Research conducted by the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE) has raised
serious concerns about the contents of soft
drinks, including the presence of pesticide

residues, These beverages are composed of

carbonated water, high quantities of sugar
or corn syrup, artificial sweeteners like as-
partame, caramel coloring, phosphoric and

citric acids, caffeine, and chemical preserva-
tives such as potassium benzoate and potas-
sium citrate. Some studies have also reported
traces of harmful pesticides including lin-
dane, DDT, and malathion, highlighting the
potential risks associated with regular con-
sumption.

Despite such alarming findings, regula-
tory responses have remained inadequate.
Soft drink companies continue to generate

enormous profits, often at the expense of

public health. Compounding the issue is the
role of celebrities and athletes who endorse
these products for substantial financial gain,
thereby normalizing and encouraging their
consumption among the masses.

‘The health implications of soft drink con-
sumption are profound and far-reaching
Their acidic nature, often compared to that
of certain cleaning agents, can have damag-
ing effects on the human body. Regular intake
is linked to obesity, hypertension, diabetes,
respiratory complications, weakened bones,
joint pain, and digestive disorders. Over the
long term, it increases the risk of kidney
failure, liver disease, cardiovascular prob-
lems, and even cancer. Pregnant women who
consume these beverages may inadvertently
expose their unborn children to potential
health risks.

The high sugar content in soft drinks fre-
quently exceeds recommended daily limits,
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leading to weight gain, insulin resistance, and
the development of Type 2 diabetes. Their
acidity erodes dental enamel, resulting in
cavities and long-term dental damage, while
also causing irritation to the digestive system.

One striking illustration of their corrosive
nature is often cited: human teeth, which can
withstand extreme conditions such as fire
and prolonged burial, have been observed
to deteriorate when immersed in soft drinks
over a period of days. While this example is
often used symbolically, it underscores grow-
ing concerns about the impact of these bever-

ages on the body’s internal systems.

In contrast, traditional and natural alter-
natives such as buttermilk, lassi, fresh fruit
juices, ragi malt, and seasonal fruits like wa-
termelon and cucumber offer safer and more
nutritious options, particularly during the
summer months. Encouraging these choices
requires a conscious shift in lifestyle, begin-
ning within households and extending to so-
cial practices, Avoiding soft drinks at public
gatherings, including weddings and celebra-
tions, can serve as an important step toward
promoting healthier habits.

The issue also calls for broader societal and
policy-level interventions. Increased public
awareness, responsible advertising practices,
and stricter regulatory measures are essential
to curb the unchecked spread of unhealthy
consumption patterns. There is also a need to
hold public figures accountable for endorsing
products that may harm community health.

Soft drinks, often perceived as harmless
refreshments, demand closer scrutiny. The
growing body of evidence suggests that they
function less as thirst quenchers and more as
contributors to long-term health risks.

Recognizing this reality is the first step to-
ward safeguarding public health and foster-
ing a culture that prioritizes well-being over
convenience and commercial influence,

(The writer is a Naturopath & Public

Health Consultant)

Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Don’t spare barbaric cops

HE recent judgement of a trial court awarding death
penalty to the nine policemen involved in the custo-
dial torture of a father and son in Tamil Nadu's Thootukudi
district is a daring judgement that confirms that no one is
above law. In fact, the charges against the father were that
he had kept his mobile shop open during the Covid-19
lockdown, which is not a serious offence. Instead of sery-
ing a warning to the two, the police personnel tortured
him and his son to such a brutal extent they succumbed
to the injuries. The judge held that a custodial death is a
social evil and an attack on human rights. As per the oath
taken while undergoing training, police personnel should
behave like public servants and serve the people. But what
is happening? A person who comes to lodge a complaint
must first pay bribe, which is the reason people dread going
to police stations with their complaints, A strong solution
should be initiated by the Assembly and Parliament to curb

such barbaric police excesses.
TSN Rao, Hyderabad

A landmark verdict

HAT nine policemen are being awarded death sentence
by a trial court in Tamil Nadu in a custodial death case
isexemplary. The arrest and gruesome murder of two busi-
nessmen in the name of violating lockdown rules by the
TN police had shaken nation’s conscience five years ago.
‘The Madras High court took up that case suo motu and
ordered CBI enquiry that paved the way for a proper inves-
tigation, trial and verdict. The ghastly incident should force
the country to take the path of policing reforms. There are
findings and reports ofa dozen commissions, including the
Supreme Courts recommendations that are waiting to be
implemented in this regard. Right from accountability at
district and state level functionaries, many issues like fixed
tenure at the helm and immunity from political pressures.
This landmark verdict should be an eye-opener.
DrD VG Sankara Rao, GEMS Medical College,
Srikakulam

Death punishment is justified

N a first in India, nine policemen, md uding an inspector
b-inspector working at lam police station
in Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu were awarded death
punishment. It is a case of “fence eating the crop” It is very
shocking to know that the police arrested a father and his
son for running their cell phone shop defying the Covid-19
lockdown norms, which eventually were proved wrong.
They were beaten to death inside the premises of the police
station. It is reported that the case would have been buried
if the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court had not
monitored. As custodial deaths are an attack on human
rights, a mere life sentence would have been an insufficient
punishment. The verdict should serve as a deterrent and
prevent such recurrences. The death punishment and slap-
ping the convicts an overwhelming Rs 1.84 crore fine on
convicts is a welcome decision.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiruvuru (AP)

thehansreader@gmail.com

Delimitation will cause economic loss to South

Indian States: BAMUL President D K Suresh

BENGALURU: Bangalore Milk Union Limited (BAMUL)
President D K Suresh on Tuesday said that the delimita-
tion of Lok Sabhaand Assembly constituencies would not
only reduce the number of seats for South Indian states
but also lead to serious economic hardship.

Speaking to reporters at his Sadashivanagar residence, he
said, “T had said earlier as well that South Indian states
will face injustice. The southern states need to wake up.
1 had warned that this outcry would rise sooner or later,
and that if it doesn't, people will start thinking about al-
ternative paths, Whether seats are gained or lost is not
the main point!” He was replying to a question on Prime
Minister’s claim that delimitation would not result in a
loss of seats for South India. "A special Lok Sabha session
has been called from the 16th of this month. We need to
watch how the government introduces the bill. Overall,
this is a conspiracy to funnel the South's money to the
northern states. Our taxes will be diverted to northern
states,” he warned. “The central government says it is car-
rying out delimitation based on the 2011 Census, This
is even more dangerous. As per that census, Bengaluru's
population was 60-70 lakh — it is now 1.40 crore. Karna-
taka's population was 5 crore and has now grown beyond
7 crore. Along with this, numerous challenges including
economic ones will arise. All parties need to think seri-
ously about this,” he said. “Our country is facing consid-
erable problems due to the war in the Middle East. The
Central government has not broken its silence on this
matter.
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We are atavery important cusp of what | call as return of
global colonialism, something which Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry fought from 1927 till
1947, and in 2026, we are atone such cusp

-Uday Kotak, Founder of Kotak Mahindra Bank
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TAFE sets up
JFarm centre

ractors and  Farm

Equipment Limited
(TAFE), a tractormanu-
facturer, inaugurated its
adaptive research centre,
TAFE JFarm Rajasthan,
at Bhawani Mandi, reit-
erating its commitment
to driving farm produc-
tivity and farmer pros-
peritythrough  sharing
sustainable agricultural
practices. Dr. Lakshmi
Venu, Vice Chairman,
TAFE, said, “we haveal-
ways believed that the
progress of Indian agri-
culture depends on com-
bining strong domain-
knowledge, appropriate
technology, and a deep
respect for sustainability”

PPS Motors’
new launch

PS Motors launched

the all-new Renault
Duster in Nizamabad,
with turbo petrol prices
starting at Rs 10.49 Lakh
(ex-showroom) and dis-
patches now underway
nationwide.Renault In-
dia built the new Duster
on the advanced Renault
Group Modular Platform
(RGMP), with a clear
focus on structural ro-
bustness, efficiency and
future-readiness, Its true
SUV proportions,best in
segment approach and
departure angles and
high ground clearance
reinforce off-road cred-
ibility while supporting
everyday usability.

New product
from TaMo

Talz Motors strength-
ened its leadership
in electric commercial
mobility with the launch
of the all-new Tata Intra
EV Pickup. Expanding its
electric small commercial
vehicle portfolio, the new
pickup brings together
the proven strengths of
the trusted Intra platform
with a built

Centre lining up T 2.5-1-cr
credit guarantee for MSMES

THE LOAN PROGRAMME MODELLED ON PANDEMIC

New DELHI

THE government is consid-
ering a Rs2.5 lakh crore cred-
it guarantee scheme to sup-
port businesses, particularly
MSMESs, hit by the ongoing
‘West Asia crisis, sources said.

The proposed scheme
would provide a sovereign-
backed guarantee of up to
90% on loans of as much as
Rs100 crore, offering lend-
ers protection against de-
faults linked to the impact
of the US-Iran conflict. The
guarantee would be routed
through the National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company
(NCGTC), a government-
owned entity.

‘The Centre is expected to
allocate around Rs17,000-
18,000 crore to operation-
alise the programme. The
initiative is likely to follow
the framework of the Emer-
gency Credit Line Guarantee

Vijay is CBO of
Refroid Tech
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Scheme (ECLGS), launched
in May 2020 under the Aat-
manirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. That scheme pro-
vided 100% guarantee cover
to lenders, enabling quick,
collateral-free loans to busi-
nesses based on existing bor-
rowings, with capped inter-
est rates and no additional
charges.
Officials said the earlier
programme proved effective
in helping firms manage cash
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flows, meet liabilities and re-
sume operations during the
pandemic.

The fresh proposal comes
amid rising economic stress
triggered by geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia. Global
crude oil prices have surged
nearly 50% since late Febru-
ary, following military strikes
by the US and Israel on Iran
and subsequent retaliation.

To cushion the impact, the
government has taken sev-
eral steps, including cutting

Rupee down as markets
wait for RBI decision

Mumsal

datacentre infrastructure
company focused on
enabling next-generation
Al and high-performance
datacentres, has appointed
Vijay Sampathkumar as
Chief Business Officer
(CBO). In this

role, Vijay will

lead Refroid’s

global go-to-

market strat-

egy, partner-

ships, and

business

expansion,

taking the Vijay
igﬂllpapy's Sampathkumar

electric  architecture—
Lol 1

India datacentre infra-

.8 dep
high-earning solution for
Indias evolving cargo re-
quirements.

Tata Play Fiber,
IBM in pact

Tala Play Fiber, an in-
ternet service provid-
er, announced its collabo-
ration with IBM to build a

t Al-ready

structure to
international markets.
Vijay brings extensive
leadership experience in
the datacentre cooling and
infrastructure ecosystem
and has played a key role in
advancing next-generation
cooling technologies across
emerging and high-growth
datacentre markets. At
Refroid, he will focus on
strengthening strategic

THE rupee depreciated 10
paise to close at 93.00 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Tuesday, as investors re-
mained on edge ahead of US
President Donald Trump's
deadline for the opening of
the Strait of Hormuz and the
Reserve Bank's monetary
policy review.

Forex traders said the
USD/INR pair is trading un-
der pressure, dragged down
by unabated withdrawal of
foreign capital, a firm dollar,
and higher crude oil prices
amid a volatile geopolitical
situation.

Moreover, market partici-
pants will remain watchful of
evolving geopolitical head-
lines and the upcoming RBI
monetary policy decision.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee

opened at 93.05 against the
US dollar, then lost ground
to trade at 93.07, registering a
fall of 17 paise from its previ-
ous close. During the day, the
rupee also touched an intra-
day high of 92.86 against the
greenback.

At the end of Tuesday's
trading session, the rupee
was quoted at 93.00 (provi-
sional), down 10 paise from
its previous close. On Mon-
day, the rupee gained 28
paise to close at 92,90 against
the US dollar on Monday,
following the Reserve Bank's
measures to curb speculative
fervour and dampen volatil-
ity in the Indian currency.

WHAT DOES IT

ENTAIL

Rising fuel costs push Air India to
increase domestic, intl surcharges

Domestic fares up T299-3899;

routes see

hikes amid cost pressure

Key takeaways

© Fuel surcharge
effective April 8 on all
Air India flights

© Domestic surcharge:
Rs299-Rs899;
international:
$24-280

on loans of up to
Rs100 crore

® Guarantees fo be
routed via National

Credit Guarantee
Trustee Company

© Estimated Rs17,000-
18,000 crore fiscal
outgo for the scheme

excise duty on petrol and
diesel, imposing export du-
ties on fuels, and exempting
customs duty on select petro-
chemical imports to stabilise
supply. India, a major im-
porter of crude oil, fertilisers
and natural gas, faces height-
ened vulnerability to supply
disruptions and price volatil-
ity arising from the conflict.

@ Applies to AirIndia
Express as well
New DeLHI

THE Air India group has
announced a fuel surcharge
hike for both domestic and
international flights, effec-
tive April 8, citing a sharp
rise in global jet fuel prices.
The surcharge will range
from Rs299 to Rs899 for
domestic routes, while in-
ternational passengers will
face an additional USD 24
to USD 280, depending on
distance and sector. The re-
vised charges will also apply
to flights operated by its low-
cost arm, Air India Express.

‘The airline said the move
follows the government’s

decision to cap domestic
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
price hikes at 25 per cent,
prompting a shift from a
flat surcharge to a distance-
based structure,

However, no such relief
exists for international fuel
prices, necessitating sharper
revisions for overseas travel.

Routes to Bangladesh and
Far East destinations, in-
cluding Japan, Hong Kong
and South Korea, are yet to
see revised surcharges pend-
ing regulatory approvals.
Meanwhile, rival carrier In-
diGo has already increased
its fuel surcharge in response
to rising costs,

Citing data from the In-

Retail sector sees high

double-digit revenue growth

Several FMCG makers register strong growth due to stable demand |

New Decnt

LEADING retail players re-
ported strong double-digit
revenue growth in the fourth
quarter of FY26 on the back
of a stable demand environ-
ment and resilient macro-
economic conditions.

Listed retail companies as
Trent, Avenue Supermarls

| (D-Mart) and V-Mart, in
their recent quarter updates
reported around 20 per cent
year-on-year growth in their
latest quarterly updates,
aided by aggressive store ad-
ditions and steady consump-
tion trends.

Trent, a Tata group firm
reported around 20 per cent
growth in standalone (do-
mestic) revenue to Rs 4,937
crore in the March quarter

of FY26. It was at Rs 4,106
crore in the corresponding
January-March period a year
ago.

"Revenue from sale of
merchandise (excluding
other operating income)
grew 21 per cent and 19 per
cent during the quarter and

the year ended March 2026,
respectively,’ said Trent,
which  operates  popular
fashion outlets under the
Westside and Zudio retail
format. Trent has opened
22 Westside stores and 109
stores of its value retail for-
mat of Zudio.

GLOBAL MARKETS RISE AS OIL PRICE SURGE CONTINUES

TOKYO: Global shares
mostly rose in cautious
trading Tuesday, as oil

prices d to surge

par ps, ac

new platform will unify 25
disparate data sourcesinto
a single, scalable environ-
ment to enable advanced
analytics, strengthen cus-
tomer retention, and un-
lock new cross-sell and
upsell opportunities. Tata
Play Fiber’s new data lake-
house will optimize and
scale Al workloads while
consolidating  structured
and semi-structured data
into a trusted, unified
foundation for enterprise-
wide analytics and in-
formed decision-making,

New collection
from Mochi

ochi, a footwear

brand, has unveiled
its latest collection for the
season - a bold, expressive
range designed for those
who live to be noticed.
Built for today’s consumer,
the collection  celebrates
individuality through
statement-making  styles
that seamlessly balance
trend and comfort. An-
chored in the campaign
Caution: Attracts Atten-
tion, the collection em-
braces a playful and con-
fident energy. Designed
to command attention,
the collection is built for
women who own their
vibe. For men, the brand
has launched open-toe
chunky sole slip-ons.

doption of advanced cool-
ing technologies, and scal-
ing the company’s presence
across global Al datacentre
ecosystems.

ahead of a deadline that US
President Donald Trump set
for Iran to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz to all shipping
traffic or risk its power

plants and bridges being
bombed.

France's CAC 40 jumped
1.3 per cent to 8,066.18
in early trading, while the
German DAX added 0.8 per
cent to 23,360.26. Britain's
FTSE 100 added 0.2 per
cent to 10,460.13.

US shares were set to drift
slightly higher with Dow
futures up 0.1 per cent at
46,963.00. S&P 500 futures
inched up less than 0.1 per
cent to 6,652.50.

Japan's benchmark Nikkei
225 gained less than 0.1 per
cent to close at 53,429.56.

\
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Jubilant stock dips 9% over weak Q4

MUMBAL: Shares of Jubilant FoodWorks Ltd, the parent com-
pany of Domino's outlets in India, plummeted sharply in early
trade on Tuesday after the company reported weak like-for-like
(LFL) growth in its fourth quarter (Q4) business update.

‘The stock fell as much as 9.23 per cent to Rs 418.50 on the
NSE, underperforming the benchmark Nifty 50, which de-
clined 0.6 per cent. Jubilant FoodWorks reported a consoli-
dated revenue growth of 19 per cent year-on-year to Rs 2,506
crore in the January-March quarter.

ternational Air Transport
Association (IATA), Air In-
dia noted that global jet fuel
prices surged to USD 195.19
per barrel for the week end-
ing March 27, nearly dou-
bling from USD 99.40 at
February-end.

ATE, which constitutes
40-45 per cent of airline op-
erating costs, has been hit by
rising crude oil prices and
a steep increase in refinery
margins, or “crack spread”
Despite the hike, the airline
said international surcharg-
es still do not fully offset
escalating fuel costs, adding
that it continues to absorb a
significant share of the bur-
den.

Tata Steel’s
production up
8% in FY26

NEW DELHI: Tata Steel on
Tuesday said that it has re-
ported its best ever annual
crude steel production at
23.48 million tonnes in India
in 2025-26, registering an in-

| crease of eight per cent from

the preceding fiscal.

The increase was mainly
on account of the ramp-up
of output at its Kalinganagar
plant.

In the fourth quarter of
FY26, crude steel production
rose o 6.25 million tonnes
from 5.44 MT in the year-ago
period, according to the pro-
visional figures of Tata Steel.
The annual deliveries in In-
dia increased in line with
production, reaching 22.53
MT. "Domestic deliveries
crossed 20 million tonnes for
the first time, highlighting
our strong market position-
ing and enduring customer
relationships, Tata Steel said
in a filing to BSE.

In the fourth quarter of
FY26, deliveries were up 10
per cent Y-O-Y, the company
said. The automotive and
special products vertical re-
corded the best-ever annual
delivery volumes of 3.4 mil-
lion tonnes, while branded
products and the retail seg-
ment achieved volumes of
7.3 million tonnes, driven
by the performance of well-
established brands.

.EV Sales ri-se”by 25% t() Mbts remain bullish on uptlck in IT stocks

24 521, units in FY26

New DELH1

TOTAL electric vehide retail
sales in India grew by 24.6
per cent at 24.52 lakh units
in FY26 as compared to the
previous fiscal, with every
category delivering strong
double-digit growth, Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Associations said on Tues-
day.
While electric two-wheel-
ers crossed 14 lakh units,
electric  passenger  vehicle
retail sales missed the 2 lakh
units by a whisker but surged
83.63 per cent in FY26,
FADA said in a statement.

"FY'26 has been a water-
shed year for India's electric
maobility story. Total EV retail
across two-wheelers, three-
wheelers, passenger vehicles,
and commercial  vehicles
stood at approximately 24.52
lakh units, growing nearly
24.6 per cent YoY, with every
category delivering strong
double-digit growth," FADA
President CS Vigneshwar
said.

In the electric PV category,

—r e
total sales were at 1,99,923
units in FY26 as compared
to 1,08,873 units in FY25, a
growth of 83.63 per cent.

Tata Motors Passenger Ve-
hicles was the leader in the
electric PV segment by vol-
ume at 78,811 units in FY26,
followed by JSW MG Motor
Indiaat5
hindra & Mahindra Ltd with
42,721 units in second and
third spots, respectively, as
per FADA data.

The electric two-wheeler
category saw a growth of
21.81 per cent at 14,01,818
units in FY26, up from
11,50,790 units in FY25.

TVS Motor Company was
the leader in the segment
with 3,41,513 units, followed
by Bajaj Auto with 2,89,349

units in second place and
Ather Energy with 2,39,178
units in the third spot in
FY26.

FADA said the electric
three-wheeler category wit-

scrips anchor rally | Crude oil dip lifts sentiment | Flls sel

WHAT LED TO
THE RALLY

# Crude oil eased:
Lower prices
__Improved sentiment

» ITstocks surged:
Defensive buyingin
TCS, Infosys, HCL
Tech

# Global markets
positive: Supportive
cues from Asia, US
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nessed a growth of 18.97 per |

cent at 8,30,819 units in FY26
as compared 10 6,98,914 units
in FY25. Electric commercial
vehicle sales zoomed 120.57
per cent at 19,454 units in
FY26 as compared to 8820
units in FY25, FADA said.

Reflecting on the overall
EV sales, Vigneshwar said,
"This is not just an automo-
bile industry achievement,
it is a testament to India's
ability to lead a mass-market
energy transition, from the
last-mile auto-rickshaw to
the family car."

STOCK market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
ended higher on Tuesday,
as a drop in crude oil prices
and a rally in global markets
calmed investors' sentiment.
Also, buying in IT stocks
aided recovery in the mar-
kets after carly losses. The
30-share BSE Sensex jumped
509.73 points, or 0.69 per
cent, to settle at 74,616.58.
During the day, it hit a high
of 74,686.32 and a low of
73,28241, gyrating 1,403.91
points.
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The 50-share NSE Nifty
climbed 155.40 points, or 0.68
per cent, to end at 23,123.65.
From the 30-Sensex firms,
Tata Consultancy Services,
HCL Tech, Infosys, Bharti
Airtel, Sun Pharma, and Hin-
dustan Unilever were among
the major gainers. InterGlobe
Aviation, Adani Ports, Mahi-
ndra & Mahindra, and Titan
were among the laggards.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, dropped 071
per cent to USD 109 per bar-
rel.

“Indian markets staged
a sharp intra-day recovery,
with Nifty reversing early
losses to reclaim higher lev-
els, driven largely by short-
covering and selective sec-

i

e
toral strength rather than

broad-based buying con-
viction," Hariprasad K, Re-
search Analyst and Founder,
Livelong Wealth, said. A key
driver of today’s rally was
strong outperformance in the
1T sector, which acted as a de-
fensive anchor, he said. "The
domestic market extended
its recovery trend, although
the session opened on a weak
note amid elevated crude
prices and caution ahead of
Trump's deadline for Iran.
Gains  remained largely
confined to IT, FMCG, and
metal, while broader market
breadth stayed weak, reflect-
ing persistent caution,” Vi-
nod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Investments Ltd, said.

Sectorally, BSE-Focused IT
jumped 2.46 per cent, IT (2.37
per cent), realty (1.70 per
cent), metal (1.55 per cent),
commodities (0.83 per cent),
hospitals (0.83 per cent) and
FMCG (0.71 per cent). PSU
banks, consumer durables,
services, BSE MidSmall Pri-
vate Banks Quality Tilt and
consumer discretionary were
the laggards. A total of 2,671
stocks advanced while 1,555
declined and 155 remained
unchanged on the BSE. "Indi-
an equity markets continued
to exhibit notable resilience
as the Middle East conflict
entered its sixth week, be-
coming increasingly complex
and unpredictable. Despite
elevated volatility, with VIX
hovering near the 25 zone,
markets responded  with
maturity-absorbing develop-
ments rather than reacting
with panic.

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs8,167.17 crore
on Monday, according to
exchange data, Domestic In-
stitutional Investors (DIIs),
however, bought  stocks
worth Rs 8,088.70 crore.




INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

GROWTH AND RESILIENCE
OF AMUL CO-OP SHOULD BE
EMULATED BEYOND DAIRY

HERE is another feather in Amul’s cap. India’s largest
dairy brand has become the largest packaged consumer
goods company in India, with its turnover exceeding 1
lakh crore in 2025-26. For the brand’s promoter, the Gu-
jarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, the suc-
cess flowed from diversification over time—from milk to
products such as butter, ghee, cheese and ice-cream, and then
to chocolates, sweets, probiotics, flavoured beverages and
frozen products. Above all, it represents the story of India’s
largest cooperative succeeding in eliminating exploitation by
middlemen and maximising returns for primary producers.
Along the way, Amul collected many accolades including the
recognition in 2024 as the world’s strongest food brand by
British consultancy Brand Finance after scoring high on fa-
miliarity, consideration and recommendation metrics.

This unique combination of farmer power and effective mar-
keting began as a small dairy farmers’ union in Kaira district
near Anand in 1946. The impetus came from a series of strikes
by farmers who had ousted the region’s milk traders. Over
decades, it grew to become a three-layered movement—village
and district cooperatives, and a state-level federation—engag-
ing 36 lakh farmers. In 1970, the National Dairy Development
Board adopted Amul as a pan-India model for state coopera-
tives. Verghese Kurien's leadership and establishment of the
marketing federation in 1973 made the brand synonymous
with the ‘White Revolution’. Yet, raw farmer power may not
have succeeded had it not been for clean corporate governance.
Popular ad campaigns and jingles like “Utterly butterly deli-
cious” continue to capture the imagination of customers.

There are downsides as well. Amul has become so big that
it sometimes poaches into the turf of smaller dairy coopera-
tives like Nandini in Karnataka and Aavin in Tamil Nadu.
Such power has its own cycle—after the early days of demo-
cratic teamwork and farmer-leaders, cooperatives often be-
come calcified as traditional power centres led by regional
politicians, as has happened to Maharashtra’s sugar coop-
eratives. Size matters too. To keep cooperatives democratic
and serving local interest, an optimum size should be pre-
ferred. Even if Amul has crossed that threshold, there is no
denying its way of running a cooperative and scaling up
must be emulated beyond dairy farming. Exploitation of
primary producers by traders is a scourge that plagues the
broader farm economy. Advancing the cooperative move-
ment is one of the best ways to get the producer his due.

LET RESERVATION RESET
ENHANCE EQUITY IN ODISHA

HE Mohan Charan Majhi government has quietly

shaken up social dynamics in Odisha by enhancing

reservation for members of Scheduled Castes, Sched-

uled Tribes and socially and educationally backward

classes (SEBCs) in medical and technical education.
From 20 percent earlier—12 percent for STs and 8 percent
for SCs—the total quota has now jumped to 50 percent. With
22.5 percent for STs, 16.25 percent for SCs and 11.25 percent
for SEBCs, reservation in Odisha now reflects the levels in
other states with similar social structures.

Coming after decades of demanding proportional represen-
tation, this is amoment of reckoning for historically disadv
taged groups in the state. In 2015, reservation for the SC and
ST communities was raised to 38.75 percent in general higher
education, but medical, engineering and other technical insti-
tutions were kept out of the move. The wait was even longer
for SEBCs, a section that mostly overlaps with the other back-
ward classes. Despite accounting for 54 percent of the popula-
tion, reservation for the group was kept at 11.25 percent to stay
within the overall ceiling of 50 percent mandated by the Su-
preme Court in the Indra Sawhney (1992) case. A 2023 survey
by the Odisha State Commission for Backward Classes re-
vealed that just about 22 percent of SEBC members had cleared
matriculation and intermediate to hold technical diplomas.
The structural correction should, at long last, open the doors
of technical professions to many more in the community.

While OBC groups rejoice and the state government draws
appreciation from across party lines, it must be noted that the
action aligns closely with the BJP's social reengineering strat-
egy. Across India, OBCs have emerged as a key constituent of
the national party, and by extending reservation to them in tech-
nical education through the SEBC classification, the BJP gov-
ernment is consolidating its broad social coalition in Odisha
just a year before rural and urban body elections, even while
addressing a longstanding demand. It goes to show how closely
social justice and pre-poll policy shifts are often intertwined in
India. The Odisha government must ensure that this reserva-
tion reset practically improves social mobility and equality on
the ground, rather than be seen as a mere move to gain votes.

RINGS TOPROTECT

UTTING your body in harm’s way to protect what you sup-

port has a long and powerful history. In India, women have

formed defiant human shields in various eras to protect the
vulnerable from both brutal rulers and murderous mobs. In
the 1970s, locals in the Garhwal Himalayas formed rings
around trees to prevent large-scale logging in what came to be
known as the Chipko movement. Today such a movement is
growing in Iran, whose power plants and bridges the US has
threatened to destroy. First, tar virtuoso Ali Ghamsari stunned
the world by calmly sitting down to play next to the Damavand
power plant. Then thousands of Iranians responded to the
government’s call tofollow suit. Leaders must implore the war
machine to stop before knowingly harming civilians.

OR a mid-sized party that
earned its place in Indian po-
litical chronicles by claiming
and retaining Delhi in the 2015
and 2020 Assembly elections,
though it was left battered af-
ter an ignominious defeat in
2025, the Aam Aadmi Party never disap-
pears from the news cycle. Its survival
now depends on its Punjab government,
while it nurtures a small presence in the
Gujarat, Goa and J&K assemblies.

The AAP’s record does not portend
the prospect of being a force to reckon
with at the Centre in the foreseeable fu-
ture. But nothing stops the party from
dreaming big. No sooner was AAP
chieftain Arvind Kejriwal legally exon-
erated in the excise policy case that cost
him a third victory in Delhi, than his
cheerleaders proclaimed him as a pro-
spective Prime Minister.

After drawing local big-shots from op-
ponents like the Congress, the AAP gota
taste of its own medicine once it ceded
power in Delhi. It lost former ministers
Raaj Kumar Anand and Kailash Gahlot
to the BJP, while Alka Lamba, one of the
national capital’s best-known women
politicians, returned to the Congress.

However, the recent exclusion of Ra-
ghav Chadha from the innards of power
drew more reactions—both negative and
favourable towards the newsmaker—
than the other departures, although Ke-
jriwal has not yet suspended Chadha
from the party. He seems set to quit as he
lobs a provocation a day at his leader.

Last week, Chadha was stripped of his
postas the AAP'’s Rajya Sabha deputy lead-
er with a communiqué to the secretariat
not to allocate him time to speak. It was
as if lifelines sustaining his political ca-
reer were cut off, leaving him with a token
presence in the party and Parliament.

Chadha, a 37-year-old chartered ac-
countant, started as a Kejriwal favour-
ite. Dapper and eloquent, he spoke the
language of a quintessential upper-mid-
dle-class urbanite without the cynicism
of someone tired of the existing system.
The patina of earnestness he exuded
persuaded even politics-weary citizens
to believe that a vote for AAP would
bring them ‘achchhe din’.

Chadha was no political spring chick-
en. He quickly grasped and nearly per-
fected the AAP's operative dynamics and
maintained Kejriwal's trust to become a
key trouble-shooter in Punjab after the
party was elected to rule, and was crucial
to selecting candidates, finessing the
campaign and sorting out organisational
glitches. Before the 2022 polls, there was
a buzz that Chadha could be the Chief
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Raghav Chadha lost Arvind Kejriwal's confidence by growing distant
from party initiatives and championing causes for the classes rather
than the masses of the state that sent him to the Rajya Sabha

WHAT A POLITICIAN’S
RISE & FALL REVEALS
ABOUT AMBITIOUS AAP

T
RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

Minister if AAP was voted to power. Even
as Bhagwant Mann made it to the top job,
Chadha leveraged his clout to a degree
that he was feared as an extra-constitu-
tional authority to Mann's chagrin.

The growing antagonism towards
Chadha didn’t bother his mentor Kejri-
wal, who in 2022 had him appointed as an
advisor to the Punjab government. He
was elected to the Rajya Sabha from the
state and was additionally rewarded with
the post of the AAP’s deputy leader in the
Upper House, with the hope he would as-
sail the ruling NDA coalition and flag is-
sues close to his party's agenda.

He didn't work to fulfill Kejriwal’s ex-
pectations. Apparently, the trigger for
Chadha’s creeping indifference towards
the AAP was Kejriwal's arrest in March
2024 in the excise scam along with senior
Delhiministers Manish Sisodia and Saty-
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questions against the Modi government
and, importantly, never took up Punjab-
related matters despite representing the
state. He was accused of indulging in
“soft public relations”, which when
parsed meant speaking on issues the
treasury benches would readily endorse.
So, when Chadha pleaded that he was
brought down for “speaking for the peo-
ple”, his colleagues’ retort was he was
more concerned with the high price of
samosas selling at airport restaurants
than the deletion of bona fide voters
from electoral rolls. The “samosa” be-
came a metaphor for Chadha’s levity in
a serious forum like the Rajya Sabha.
What was unexceptionable to him was
unacceptable to the AAP—adopting
“neutrality” and “playing safe” in politi-
cally fraught times. A day after the first
round of actions against him, he deleted
posts attacking Modi from his X account.
He invited ridicule from his colleagues,
who reminded him that an individual
who takes fright might as well be dead.
One of Chadha’s recent Instagram post
says, “Never outshine your master”. Al-
though described as eryptic by observers,
it was crystal clear that he intended to por-
tray himself as a ‘victim’ for displaying
‘talent’, The undertone suggested that his
‘master’ Kejriwal was insecure because
he, Chadha, appeared more brilliant.
Sadly, Chadha'’s purported brilliance
and talent were rarely, if ever, on dis-
play. When he was given space in Pun-
jab, like any politician, he tried to put
his new skills at realpolitik to use and
did not succeed. In Parliament, his anxi-
ety over excessive baggage charges,
flight delays and legalising paternity
leave—legitimate issues by them-
3\

endar Jain. Chadha's name figured in
supplementary charges filed by the En-
forcement Directorate, but he was not
named as an accused or a suspect. AAP
insiders believed that the mention was
enough to put the fear of god in Chadha.

He started to distance himself. He did
not campaign enthusiastically in the
Delhi elections. When AAP leaders and
workers were out on the streets protest-
ing the arrest of Kejriwal and other col-
leagues, Chadha went missing. His plea
was that he was in Londen for a vitrec-
tomy, However, even when back in Delhi,
he did not partake of the celebrations
after the corruption charges against Ke-
jriwal and others were dropped.

In Parliament, he was considered more
a liability than an asset to the AAP. The
grouse was that Chadha never participat-
ed in opposition walkouts, never raised

uld have endeared him to the
classes rather than the masses who are
losing sleep over LPG shortage.

For someone who supposedly had a
great rapport with Kejriwal, Chadha
must have known early on that he
served a leader who, like anyone in his
role, was essentially ruthless and sub-
scribed to an off-with-the-head credo to
reinforce his supremacy. At the peak of
the AAP’s popularity and strength, Ke-
jriwal rid himself of several founding
members such as Yogendra Yadav and
Prashant Bhushan, indisputably wiser
and more talented than Chadha. The
AAP survived the vicissitudes.

By comparison, Chadha might be
small change useful to the BJP and the
Congress—only to the extent of dispar-
aging Kejriwal and spilling the beans on
AAP like some of Rahul Gandhi’s former
confidants are to the BJP.

(Views are personal)

EFFECTIVE PILL FOR ONLINE ILLS

VER the last few months, sev-
eral states have sent a clear
message long overdue: in to-
day’s age, child safety can no
longer be treated as an after-
thought. Calls for stronger
restrictions on minors’ social
media use are already being voiced cit-
ing mental health, academic perform-
ance and overall well-being.

From Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
to Goa and Punjab, state governments
have begun recognising the seriousness
of challenges children face online, and
the fact that it is no longer a scattered
concern but a national problem that de-
mands urgent attention. The concernis
not remote to my state, Odisha, either.
This is not a sudden overreaction or a
passing political trend, but rather the
consequence of years of mounting
harm and toxicity, and the ineffective-
ness of platform safeguards.

Even this year’s Economic Survey
framed social media addiction as a
health challenge in which compulsive
use among young Indians is leading to
anxiety, depression, low self-esteem,
sleep disturbances, reduced concentra-
tion and poorer academic performance.

Among the things children are exposed
to on social media platforms are sexual-
ised material, influencer-driven content,
unrealistic lifestyles and manipulative
trends. Added to this is the rising threat
of bullying, predatory contact and gen-
erative artificial intelligence-enabled
harms that overwhelm young users with
misleading and often harmful material.
It is for this reason that state-level con-
versations on social media regulation
have largely framed the public health
lens. While platforms are making efforts
to improve a child’s experience on social
media through measures such as teen
accounts and parental tools, such efforts
are clearly not enough.

As parliamentarians, we should read
this carefully. When state governments
with varied political dispensations move
in the same direction, it signals that a
public concern has crossed a threshold
and policymakers are losing patience.
The question, therefore, is not merely
whether banning social media for chil-
dren is a sustainable approach. Banning
technology is not the solution, but the
status quo also needs to change.

The bigger question is whether the ex-
isting platform-led model of child safety
online remains defensible at all. Are we

SASMIT PATRA

platforms have had years to remodel
these spaces meaningfully safer for us-
ers, the harms have only exacerbated.

Now, with the mainstreaming of gen-
AL the culture of platforms seems to be
becoming even more exploitative and
difficult to govern. In such a situation,
it is hardly surprising that govern-
ments reach for bans and regulatory
restrictions, which could be considered
the easiest tools available when no one
has offered a better alternative.

When state governments of
different political persuasions move
in the same direction, Parliament
must take note. The harm online
platforms are causing for young
children needs a conversation
beyond state bans. Focus must be
trained on platform design

=]

The next phase of this conversation
must be about platform accountability
in its most achievable form. For that,
we first need to acknowledge that so-
cial media platforms function as sys-
tems of public consequence. It would
not be an understatement to say that
they actively shape what we see, how
we think and what kinds of social be-
haviour are normalised.

Second, since the question of harm is
no longer restricted to content alone and
has become more about design and cul-
ture, our accountability mechanisms
must keep that in mind. For that, plat-
forms accessed by children must move
away from design architectures that in-
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appropriate time limits, safer late-night
defaults, reduced virality features for
younger users, stronger break prompts
and greater restraint around design
choices that are built to prolong use.

On top, the focus should shift towards
a preventive model of moderation fo-
cused on improving the quality of the
environment itself. This means strong-
er human moderation for high-risk
youth-facing spaces, faster escalation
channels, greater visibility into how
harmful trends spread. Platforms
should also take more responsibility on
platforms to disrupt repeated cycles of
manipulation, pile-ons and algorithmi-
cally-amplified mischief before they
harden into culture.

Just as importantly, platforms must
also learn to slow down, especially in
times of AL They can't continue to roll
out high-impact features, generative tools
and engagement mechanisms into youth-
heavy environments as though society
must absorb the consequences later.

Significant product changes should go
through sandboxes, testing environ-
ments and external review before large-
scale deployment. Parents, young users,
educators, child-rights experts and men-
tal-health professionals should be con-
sulted in product design and rollout.

It may no longer be enough to rely on
scattered rule-making and platform-
specific responses to tackle what we
are dealing with today. What is now
needed is a more specialised digital-
safety regulator capable of monitoring
risks to minors, demanding meaning-
ful disclosures and reviewing high-risk
design features. Such an approach
should not focus only on content take-
downs, but on the broader conditions
that make harm more likely.

Therole of the regulator would be par-
ticularly crucial in India, where the scale
of platform use is enormous and enforce-
ment remains uneven. Moreover, at a
time when different states are beginning
to respond in different ways, there is a
need for an institutional mechanism that
can bring coherence and ensure effective
enforcement of safety obligations.
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Safeguarding students
Ref: Faculty code of conduct (Apr 7).
Harassment of minarity community students
and their discriminatory branding is highly
ctondemnable and unpardonable. It's high
time that the students facing caste-based
humiliation in institutions revered as
temples of learning be protected.
Sethuraman, Chennai

War barbarity

Ref: For humanity’s sake (Apr 7).

After all the great ancient civilisations we
read about in schools—the sensational
revolutions, wars, discoveries and
Inventions—we continue to live In a barbaric
world. Post war, the world will witness the
birth of children with congenital deformities
due to the toxic effects of exchanged
ammunition, leading to both direct and
indirect casualties.

Sanath Kumar T'S, Thrissur

Dole baits

Ref: Their mandate (Apr 7). | still remember
election manifestos while growing up—
playgrounds and parks. It's appalling to see
that now doles are thrown as bait to voters,
who unfortunately fall for it too. Whileit's
always a trade-off between development
and environment, critical issues like pure
drinking water remain untouched.
Vishnuvardhan Ravindrakumar, Karur

Sathankulam negligence

Ref: All nine policemen sentenced to death
(Apr 7). While the nation welcomes the
order, a question remains pertinent: how
medical authorities misreported the victims'
cause of death despite explicit signs of
assault. What's the responsibility of the
much-dependable authority?

6 Mani Prakash, Bengaluru

System failure

Ref: ‘Anti-Maoist push' (Apr 7). Social
effects are the cause of anti-social behaviour
and are influenced by externalities.

What will a person do to protect his family
when the entire system betrays him?

When truth, justice and honesty bids adieu,
not many are able to escape the ruin.
Sureshbabu Kalyansundaram, email

Policy rhetoric

Ref: Work on UCC, ONOE (Apr 7). The
government has shown remarkable speed
in passing contentious legislations, Why
does ONOE then remain a distant goal?
The answer lies in political convenience.
Until governance is prioritised over political
mileage, ONOE will remain a rhetoric.

starved for workable solutions? While volve meaningful friction, including age- (Views are personal) TKailash Ditya, Hyderabad
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Nuclear milestone

Kalpakkam reactor’s criticality raises hopes

a big boost to India's nuclear ambitions, the
indigenous Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) at Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu has attained
criticality, marking the start of a controlled, self-

staining nuclear fission chain reaction. The reac-

tor has thus crossed the most u'ucxal threshold before
power ion, It'sa i) inthe coun-
try’s long-envisioned three-stage nuclear programme.
Fast breeder reactors (FBRs) have a key role to play in
meetmg India's energy needs. The nation's nuclear
lised under pi like HomiJ
Bhabha — rests on a sequential strategy: pressurised
heavy water reactors (PHWRs), followed by FBRs and
ultimately tharium-based systems. While PHWRs farm
the backbone of the current capacity, they rely on limit-
ed uranium resources. FBRs, by contrast, are designed
o “breed” more fuelthantheyconsume, mnverhngum—
nium-238 into pl 239 and,
the pmduchm of uranium-233 from thorium.

This makes the second stage indispensable. With-
out FBRs, the transition to the third stage — full utili-
sation of India's vast thorium reserves — would
remain aspirational The Kalpakkam reactor promises
a tangible pathway towards energy self-reliance. So
far,only Russia has opa'atmna.hsed commercial FBR.s
at scale; the technok capital-i
and fraught with sat‘e!y and economic concerns in
countries like France and the US.

Huowever, the celebrations must be tempered with real-
xsm’l’hePFBRpme hasfacedsxgnmmdelays under-
lining the Il inherent
in suchadvanced systems. Mawve.: whllcapptdmmon
about nuclearsafety —heigk doballyafteri
like the 2011 Fukushima disaster — continues to slow
down pm:zd execution in India. MMmg these con-

androbust
will be as aritical as leclmolog'ml success. Ultimately, lhz
PFBR’s criticality is a defining step because it reaffirms
India’slongtermm enexgy vision: bvmgmgluumque!.ho
rium ady 1o reduce d d on 1fossil
fuels. Thetask ahead is clear — scale up, bu:ld public trust
and ensure sustainable energy security.

Portal raj

MSP on paper, distress sales in reality

IGITISATION was meant to simplify farm
procurement. In Haryana, it is doing the
opposite. It is turning access to the mini-
mum support price (MSP) into a maze of
portals, passwords and procedural traps,
Recent reports in The Tribune from mandis across the
state reveal a pattern. The now mandatory portals for
selling crops — e-Kharid and Meri Fasal Mera Byora
(MFMB)} — have been plagued by crashes, data mis-
matches and verification failures. In several districts,
farmers have been denied gate passes because records
did not match or servers failed at critical moments.
The consequences are immediate and harsh. Produce
is ready for sale, but it is denied entry into mandis. Thus,
many farmers are forced to turn to private traders. who
offer lower prices but mstant paymem ln some places,
O agencies have lifted onl: arrivals,
qumng agap bmmzen promise and preparedness. The
however. is L. Notably,
Haryanas quiet cut inwheat procurement from 80 lakhto
721akhtonnes denies farmers about Rs 2,068 crore at MSP:
The unprocured grain flows to private traders atRs400-500
below MSP It is a silent transfer of farmers’ income,
undermining the very purpose of MSP
To be sure, digitisation has a logic: transparency and
efficiency. But a system that works only when the server
does and only for those who can navigate it. It excludes
the very people — small and poor. illiterate farmers — it
claims to serve. Worse, there is no fallback. When portals
fail, procurement stops. MSPlsmeammbeasafetynen
Ifaccessto tisfiltered th fragile digi and
shrinking targets, it ceases tobe a guarantee. Technology
should ease the farmer’s path to the mandi, not block it
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Igbal’'s rich legacy at stake

Reducing a towering mind to a political label is an act unworthy of a university

B ADRABU
FORMER FINANCE MINISTER, J&K

AGAN Nath Azad. a schol-
ar of rare distinction, must
be tuming in his grave, It
was at the University of
Jammu that he wrote
en books on Muhammad
Igbal, including the authorita-
tive fivevolume biography,
Roodad-¢-Igbal, and a transh-
tion of his magnum opus Javed
Nama. Scholars described Azad,
a professor at the university, as
“Ighal Academy incamate”.
Itis indeed tragicthat a univer
sity which once hosted this
finest post-Partition exponent of
Igbaliyat — the specialised field
of research on the poetry and
philosophy of Igbal — should
now seek to erase Sir Muham-
mad Igbal from its curriculum.
At Azad's request, the Igbal Chair
was established at the University of
the Punjab in Pukistan during Gen
Zia-ul-Haq's reign. Ineontrast, the
richlegacyofhis research seems no
longer relevant o the university
that he had mude his own, It is as if
the institution is choasing to forget
one of its finest sons toasserta new,
namower identity
Igbal, arguably one of the
greatest poets of the subconti-
nent, traced his roots to the
Kashmir valley, a fact he cele-
brated in his poetry and letters,
He retained a deep emotional
and cultural tether to Kashmir
despite his ancestors — Kash-
miri Pandits of the Sapru dan—
having migrated a century eadi-
er. What makes this erasure even
worse is that Igbal hailed from
Sialkot, a ¢ty that was widely
known as Jammu's twin in the
pre-Partition era. Though Sialkot
was administratively part of Pun-
Jjab, the two cities shared extraor
dinarily dose cultural, ecﬂnumx

rmilway linked them directly, fer-
rying traders, students and fami-
lies in a matter of minutes, As
old-timers would say, Sialkot was
Jjust " Dus kos door™!

This was no distant neigh-
bourly bond — it wasthe intima-
cy of twin cities, bound by
shared rhythms of daily life and
4 common cultural ethos that
transcended  administrative
Hnes. Dogri and Punjabi influ-
ences blended seamlessly in lan-
guage, folk traditions, cuisine
and literary cirdes. Igbal's own
formative years in this milieu
infused his thought with the
syncretic spirit of the region

LEGEND : The Allama Igba| Library at the Us y

Kashmir s aliving

The poet who carried
Kashmir in his blood
while breathing the
airof Jammu
deservesbetter.

This makes hisremoval fromthe  engage with Bang-e-Dara, Bal-¢-
syllabus not only an affront to  Jibriland Zarbe-Kalim as partof
Kashmir's heritage but a delib-  their academic upbringing.

erate severance from a city that The contrast could not be stark-
was once an i le exten-  er, One honours the poet

sion of Jammu's own identity.
The wrony deepens when one
looks actoss the PirPanjal. At the
University of Kashmir, the cen-
tral library — established in 1948
with the founding of the ariginal
University of Jammu and Kash-
mir — bears the name Allama

with a library that is the heart-
beat of highereducation; the oth-
er proposes to consign him to
oblivion. This divergence is not
accidental It mimors a deeper,
more painful truth: the two
halves of what was once a single
university — and a single cultur-

Igbal Library, It is aliving mnnu al universe —have grown worlds
ment to the shared 1l apart'T"‘ i hing far more
heritage ofth - anintell land

Igbal is not a peripheral name  emotional pamng of ways. The
there; he is a major figure of pr.mr.'alwmmlmhasevnlved

study, his poetry and philosophy

intoani

integral to courses in Urdu, Per-

and sodal ties for
Before Partition, a narrow-gauge

sian, philosophy and political sd-
ence. Students in Kashmir

of separation, where once-over-
lapping academic traditions now
diverge sharply.

Education was meant to be the
bridge — nurturing critical
thinking, preserving compasite
heritage and fostering mutual
understanding among students
who will shape J&K's future,
Instead, this move risks deep-
ening the fault lines.

When one campus treats Igbal
as essential reading and the oth-
er as dispensable, when one
library is named after him and
the other proposes to delete his
name, the message tostudents is
unmistakable: the “other” side’s
icons are not your icons. The
shared past is optional. The cul-

2 tural distance, already vast, is

being made unbridgeable,
ensuring that future genera-
tions grow up with even less

common ground than at present.

The regions of Jammu and Such steps are regressive pre-

Kashmirhave always been as dif-  dsely because they are polarising

hmlascl‘mlkamlche& Butthe inaregionthat desperatelyneeds

nsti-  healing. Universities are not bat-

lised in academia. These  th ds for ideok purity

il . long iged, tests:they itories of civil-

were once bridged by shared insti-  isation's accumulated wisdom.

twtions and a common literary ing thinkers because their

canon, Thday. they are being ideas do not {it a contemporary

emhaideepzr mlo!henaadm pd.\ucnl m:.rmtxvemt.heanmh:.L
fabric. This insti of  sisofacads freedom.

erasure is new and dangerous. The University of Jammu must

By looking to exdse Iqbal, the
University of Jammu is not
merely pruning a syllabus: it is
severing a thread that once con-
nected the two regions through
the unifying power of academics
and progressive thought. Igbal
Was never a narrow sectarian
figure. His early poetry sang of
Hindustan — “Sare Jahan Se
Achha" —and his phi hi

reconsider its move. It owes this
toits own legacy. and to the thou-
sands of students who deserve
an education untainted by politi-
cal expediency. Igbal belongs to
the subcantinent’s shared liter-
ary and philosophical heritage.
He cannot be erased from Jam-
mu's university curriculum
without erasing a part of Jam-
mu's own intell history —

vision, though later l‘(xused on
Islamic

a history that once embraced

woted in the universalist tradi-
tions of Indian civilisation. To
treat him as an untouchable
because of his later association
with the idea of Pakistan is to
reduce a towering mind to a
political label — an act unwor-
thy of a university.

The fallout of this intelectual
break goes beyond academia. In
the post-Article 370 era, Jammu
and Kashmir is grappling with
the challenge of integrating two
distinet regions while respect-
ing their unique aspirations.

Igbal's bi its twin and
The two universities that once
shared a roof and a library now
stand as symbols of how far
apart the regions have drifted.
Let not one mare act of erasure
of intellectual and cultural her-
itage be allowed to widen that
chasm. The poet who dreamed
of a spiritual awakening for Asia
— and who carried Kashmir in
his blood while breathing the air
of Jammu — deserves better,
And so do the students of both
Jammu as well as Kashmir

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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The National Week
‘THE National Week, which India lscdebmung nl)L it ml& be con-
fessed, with the that
(hnmﬁmssdmemk:trzummmemh-rymn,mem immedi-
ately bllowing the Jallianwala Bagh massacte, but still in a manner
not entirely unworthy of the occasion, is perhaps the most memo-
rableepoch is ourmoderm history We donot forget the Tthof August
andthe 1fthaf Octobes, 1906, days assacred to the Indian nationalist
as any other day in our history, but those days were peculiady con-
nected with a movement which directly affiscted one particular part
of the country. The National Week, on the other hand, is connected
in our memory with a movement which was national in the truest
and widest sense of the term, even as the measure against which
India recorded her protest on the 6th of April. 1919 and in connection
with which hundreds of patriotic Indians — Hindus, Mahomedans
and Sikhs — shed their blood at Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th, wasa
measure affecting the whole country. The measure against which
India recarded her protest in one case was an even gnwermxinune

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Nations are born in the hearts of poets, they prosper and die in the hands of politicians. —Muhammad iqbal

Ahoneymoon trip
via Strait of Malacca

Lt Gen KJ SINGH (RETD)

MIDthe global attenti Straitof! |
IL muariners, I am reminded of my voyage through the Strait of
\duhcm!‘m'.mAmxyal&mnleupmnmedmu(
tothehigh aswas u remote

Ttwas a snowy January Shimk: four
Despite the inclement weather, I set out on my usual jog from the
Raj Bhavan, where [was staying with the Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor’s ADC (aided Pl my regi afficer On i
I'wasinvited to tea by an elderly guest sitting alone in the verandah.

He asked me about my New Year resolution. I replied that I
intended to get married. He persisted, “And what are your hon-
eymoon plans?” Almost reflexively, I answered, “Gulmarg” He
dismissed the idea, urging me to venture beyond the ordinary.
Just then, tea arrived along with newspapers, and I came to
know that he was Vice Admiral ‘Rusi’ Ghandhi (retd), former
Ch.'umx:m uflhe Shlppmg Curpomhun o(‘lnd.\a

He lamk: sail-
ingfrom Madras'.nSmgamre via the Strait u(Mﬂm.a with haltsat
Penangand Port Klang. The ship, a precursor to modem huxury lin-
ers, boasted a swimming pool, bar: restaurant and even a disco. T
stretched my finances and managed to secure a first-class booking.

On the very first day, we were invited to the ship captain's
table for lunch. When I introduced myself as a Captain in the
Army and my wifeas the daughter of a naval officer. the skipper,
AB Jayant, offered to upgrade ustoa luxury cabin —remarking
that captains on honeymoon deserved nothing less. Another
highlight of the voyage was the shooting of a Tamil film on
bumd feat unng the legendary Sivaji Gunesnn

several yaung crew Sandeep
B&dnwhwhlerpntdﬂthyamimhredasaRm:ﬂdnﬁml

Our first navigational challenge was the shallow Palk Strait en
route to Trincomalee Harbour. More demanding still was the tran-
sit through the Strait of Malacca — a 830-km stretch narrowing to
just 65km atits southern end (the Strait of Hormuz is around 167-
km long and about 30-km wide at its narrowest point).

In those pre-GPS days, safe passage depended entirely on
the crew’s navigational skills and mastery of charts. Even in
open waters, ships adhere to designated shipping lanes, and
navigating straits is akin to traversing narrow mountain pass-
es — much like the Khyber. Skilled piloting is also essential
when enlenng or exiting harbours.

lent occurred as

e, it dli

toreturnto ourship

caleulated insult to India’s self-respect and national
ness than in the other, and the protest which it called forth waseven
strongerand more intense, And need we say that neither the Nation-
al Week nor the earfier epoch of which it was in a sense the culmina-
tion represents a dead past of which one can safely say that it should

after ing aday in Si We ask ’n!mndnverml.meus

kthmﬂmobhvm"Neﬂherthemlﬁlmd’“m-ﬁmu the Rowl
Actisreally dead, though the actual el

—=
——— —~

to“the pot,” onlytol twith a puzzied

afterall, isa port. A diubt hore after daysat

sea, we had overlooked this obvious fact. What he needed was the

quay number — jally the ship' king bay. ately, we
1 to findourway back afterlearning itimel,

The writer is a former Western Army Commander

RS TO THE EDITOR

Investment-driven mission
Refer to ‘Back to the Moon, with a new tune’;
after a gap of 54 years, NASA's Artemis IT
marks 4 historic return to the Earth's natural
satellite, It shows a shift from the exploratory
fthe Apolio toa
dal, mvestmentdriven mission. Private com-
panies like SpaceX are eager for resource
extraction and profit. However. the rush for
lunar resources like water ice and rare miner-
als may fuel rivalry. The US, China and Russia
have not ratified the 1979 Moon Agreement.
They viewits “common heritage of mankind”
dause as a hindrance to resource extraction.
Moreover, dear global rules are needed to pre-
vent conflict. curb domination by afew nations
and protect the interests of poor countries,
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Artemis, product of different era
Refer to ‘Back tothe Moon, witha newtune’;
the Artemis mission does not aim to plant

No maturity in leadership
Apropos of “Trump's outburst’; the US Pres-
ident’s Easter message, laced withaggressive
rhetoric against Iran, reveals his imperialistic
desperation and desire to rule the world.
While the Oval Office traditionally demands
sobriety of language and respect for institu-
tions, Trump's rhetoric often blurs the line
between governance and spectacle. Great
powers are judged not by their might but by
the maturity of their leadership, In moments
of enisis, the world looks to Washington forsta-
bility and responsibility. When the voice that
should calm tensions amplifies them instead,
credihility inevitably suffers.

GREGORY FERNANDES, MUMBAI

Portal system cumbersome

Referto ‘Portal raj hinders Haryana farmers’
woes'; the article has dearly highlighted the
difficulties faced by farmers in visiting man-
dis to sell their crops. The mwmment nzcds

flags on the Moon or even leave on

t d the systemand si run

1t The early lunar missions were part of a proj-
ectof one-upmanship between the US and the
Soviet Union. Artemis belongs to a different
ena inscience and geopolitics. The astronauts
will test life-support systems and navigation
abilities ahead of landing on the Moon,
planned for 2028, two years ahead of China's
target. India’s emerging capabilities and
8 i should i

peaceful use and shared benefits.
SS PAUL, NADIA (WB)

Realtime tragic drama

Aristotle’s Poeties, a dassical treatise on poet-
ry and drama written almost 2,500 years ago,
lays down certain essential features of tragic
drama, according to which every story must
have three components — beginning, middle
and end. The terrible destruction in West Asia
today is a live example of the philasophet’s
theoretical model of tragic drama. Our tale
began when hostilities started in the region
about amonthago. The middle part of the dra-
ma is eurrently being enacted in the form of
daily attacks on cities, defence installations,
ete. followed by retaliatory violence, Whenand
how will this tragic conflit conclude? The
entire world waits in terrorand

the old system of issuing the receipt to the
farmer for having brought the crop to the
mandi and selling it to the arhtiya. The sale
amount be straightaway credited to the bank
accountof the furmer. Simple procedures will
surely help the farmer without burdening him
with new digitised techniques. It is worth-
whiletoadd that the cumbersome procedures
of identifying and confirming a person or a
transaction with Face IDs. OTRs, thumb
impressions, ete. may confuse dty people,
what to talk of rustic farmers.

NPS SOHAL, CHANDIGARH

Delay will compound Punjab’s pain
With reference to ‘Punjab stares at Iran war
induced price shock™; what is needed now is
dedsive action — rationalising taxes on fuel
and essentinls, ensuring timely MSP pay-
ments, easing credit for MSMEs, preventing
job cutsthrou gh targeted support and curbing
speculative price rise through strict monitor-
ing. Political discourse must shift from head-
line-seeking to problem solving. Delay will
only compound the pain; timely, coordinated
intervention can still protect livelihoods and
restore confidence. Punjub stands at a dea-
sive t— act now or pay later:

RAJAN KASHYAP, BY MAIL

COL SS CHAUHAN (RETD), BY MAIL
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lvengaged while reduding vul-
nevabiliies which can be
exploited by external actors.
India cannot afford to disen-
gage economically fom either
China or the US. Denisking is
essentially the construction of

ASHOK K KANTHA
EXAMBASSADOR TO CHINA

pendence  would

bind nations into

a web of mutual
benefit too costly to undo has
been negated by the emer-
gence of "weaponised inter-
dependence’, where global
economic  networks  are
exploited by powerful states
for coercive ends,

For India, both a significant
participant in these networks
and a frequent target, this
reality demands a cleareyed
recalibration of its policies.
The respanse must be a strat-
egy of densking to reduce

is while preserving
and even deepening economic
engagement where it helps
build the country’s economic
and technological sinews.

Why ‘dual’

The case for directing
derisking at both China and
the US rests onan uncomfort-
able truth: both have demon-
strated sustained willingness
to weaponise economic rela-
tionships when their political
interests demand it.

The US operates primarily
hy privileging access to its
huge market and through its
dominance of dollardenomi-
nated financial systems, tech
supply chains and the global
semiconductor architecture,
Iis reach is vast and often

OPED
Why India must derisk from US & China

STRATEGY: Need a differentiated approach for the US and China.

Trump's return to the White
House has intensified these
dynamics. The most conse-
quential measures at one point
were 50% taiffs on Indian
exports, induding a25% penal-
ty linked to India’'s purchases
of Russian oil.

The tariff episode revealed
several hard realities for India:
markel  access can  be
1, supply chain par-

exposure toexternal coercion.  extraterritorial
While we have been speak- It has a long history of
ing mainly of deployi i dtech
derisking vis-avis China,risk  nology  denial  regimes
management in respectofthe  against India. This pattem
USisalsowaranted inviewof  began in earnestafter India's
its recent behaviour and the 1974 nucle.u test with a
track record of i far- chnology denial

reaching sanctions on India.
India needs a strategy of dual
and differentiated denskmq
Dual because vul

regime and reached a peak

ticipation is conditional and
techndogy cooperation cannot
be insulated from trade volatil-
ity. These developments are
nota transient aberration: they
are arguably a structural fen-

arise from both China and the
US. Differentiated because
the scale, intent and instru-

following the 1998 nude.sr ture of an increasingly transac-
tests when tional US

sought to China has also developed an
cripple India's economy. elaborate regime of sanctions

Even in the current en of
doser partnership, Washing-

ments of derisking must vary  ton has continued to leverage
across the two mrﬂamenmlb its strengths and India’s vul-
different relati bilities, The first Trump

administration imposed Sec-
Derisking vs decoupling nunZﬂun!Ronbth slnel
The ion of der and i v
with decoupling has created  Indids preferential access
Lunfuwn D&nu;img implies  under the Generalized System

of F and used the
relalxmshlps mn:.lung is a threat of secondwry sanctions
more nuanced concept it o compel New Dehi to halt oil
means remaining economical-  imports from Iran.

and countersanctions, leverag-
ing its position as a central
node in global supply chains o
exert the "chokepoint effect” -
Bmiting or denying other
actors’ aceess to enitical inputs
or its markets. Instances of
punitive measures abound:
Australia afer calling for a
Covid-19 inquiry: South Korea,
fir deploying the THAAD sys-
tem; Lithuania. afteropening a
‘Thiwan representative office.
India has not been spared. In

India’s ity is come
pounded by the scale of its
dependence. China accounts
for neady 17% of Indias
imports, with huge d !

defence p domes-

tic semiconductor capadty

and sovereign artificial intelli-

gence (AIV capability are lhe
ofth

des on imports in critical sec-
tors like active pharmaceutical
ingredients, electronics, chem-
icals, sular components, indus-
trial machinery, rare earth
magnets and critical minerals.
‘These dependencies have
deepened even as bilateral
political  relations  have
remained fraught — a combi-

In the Al domain, while
India has valid reasons to
avoid the ‘China stack”, exclu-
sive reliance on American
foundational muds.-ls cames
theriskof "algori

ing: and commerdal rdations
where risks are low.

Where economic engage-
mentwith China continues —
and it will and should in
many areas — it must be
structured through clear safe-
Buards, transparency require-
ments, and diversification
benchmaris that prevent any

dination” and digital colonial-
ism. Denisking here does not
mean rejecting American
technalogy or equipment but

single ! from
becoming a le)lu:puml

This process requires mare
caution than some analysts
propose. Arguments thatIndia

nation that creates conditions  ensuring that India buildsits ~ should broadly welcome Chi-
for sustained strategic risk. own "sovereign stack”, nese capital, talent, and tech-
Derisking visavis China  nology to convert dependen-
Why 'differentiated* mustbe deeper.morestrudtur-  dles  into  strategic  assets
‘While both China and the US  aland mureurgenll) pursued.  underestimatethe risks of cre
ise i s Chinaisa ating new vulnembilities.
theydoso from fundamentally  with a proven and systematic  Besides, thereislittle evidence
different positions in Indias  doctrine of coerdve economic  suggesting that Chmna is
stmtegic caleulus of risks and  statecraft, an  umresolved  inclined to build Indids capa-
utility, This demunds a differr  boundary dispute, demon-  hilities or transfer technology
entiated approach. strated military assertiveness  in key sedtors,
Derisking visé-vis the US  along the Line of Actual Can-
must betargeted, precaution-  trol, and strategic nexus with  Strategic autonomy
ary and carefully bounded. Puakistanthatdiredly imperils  India's objective must be to
Americaremains Indias most  Indian security. enlarge its space forindepend.
consequentinl strategic part- Denisking from Chinawillbe  ent action in a warld where
- P ner — in eritical technologies, cﬂ'wul!and mstly rmumngn great powers deploy economic
Indias objective  jorence. sectirity 1, gov tools as instruments of domi-
must beto cnl;u*gc intelligence sharing and the effort The smnmg ;mm must  nance, It m&lsa dual but dif
o 5 broader management of the  be a rigorous i of 1 derisking policy —
“M’lmcu lor Indo-Pacific. It is the largest  sectorswheredependence cres  targeted and precautionary
illd(‘[)t‘lld(‘l\l action market for Indias exports, ates genuine national security  vis-dvisthe US, structuraland
- accounting for over 21% of hilittes and ancbjective  security-dni visavis Chi-
inaworldwhere  gobal exports in first three  assessment of where alterna. 1o, It is India’s bid to engage
e rors el , quarters of FY 2025 despite  tives exastand where domestic  the world on terms that pre-
gre at [)()\\lL‘l B d( PIU-\ Trump tariffs (compared to  capacity must be built. serve its aulmm'ny pxmedxb
econonmuc l()()IS as mere 3.5% as China’s share), The dmap for critical
g0 < f The objective of denisking  from China must that ic i it d
instruments of here is not to dilute the part- dwa‘slﬁulxmufmpm chains  ence remains an asset rather
dominance. nership but to enhance through withthe thanav
resilience, ensunng Lhul US, Japan, South Korea, Tai- The goal, ultimately. is strate
access to eritical tech wan, Asia, and gic autonomy buttressed by
22425, China withheld or finandal systems and mar  Europe: accelerated tmde greater resilience — built
delayed export dearances for  kets cannot be uni 1 i induding to  through domestic technologh
rare earth magnets, denied conditioned on Indin's com- Affica and Latin Amernica;  cal and manufacturing capa-
tunnel-boring machines,  pliance with American geopo- h foe i I:lhuea s of A[ in
icted specialty fertili itical pi \gin
and withdrew Chinese person- Developing alternative mar bilities; domestic capacity  ening them, dwmﬂed pan
nd from manufactuning ficili-  kets for exports, greater self  building in aritical sectors;  nerships, forging its leverage
ties—each measure calibrated  reliance in frontier technolo- hened i and and
tosend a political signal while  gies, alternative payment screming to prevent strategic  reducing chokepoints before
inflicting economic pain. infrastructure;  diversified  vulnerabilities from deepen-  theyare used against it.

The purpose of platiorms and public utilities

allow people to misuse them
— to abuse others, buy
pomography, spread fake
news, orentertain themselves,
ete. Its up to the users to use
the platforms responsibly.
Last month, the non-execu-
tive of the board of

ARUN MAIRA
FORMER MEMBER,
PLANNING COMMISSION

HDFC Bank resigned. He said
he did so because the values
guiding the bank's manage-
ment were not aligned with his

JURY in Los own Hehad misgivingsabout
leshasfound  the bunk risks
majorsocilmedia  in the produdts it sold HDFC
platforms (Metas  Bank is the second most valu-
and  able in the Indian
Instagram and Googles stock market, following
YouTube) in California legally  Reliance Enterprises.
liable for harm W a young The bank's stock price fell 8-
users mental health. They %% ina single session follow-
werenegligentinthedesign of  inghis resignation, and contin-
their platrms and were ued to decline. erasing about
responsible for creating addic- 816 billion in its stock value
i (likeinfini Il before stabilising. The SEBI
autoplay and algorithmic rec-  head reacted sharply.
ommendations) that encour- Hesaidthechairman’s vague
aged compulsive use. The sttements’ had hamed
court awarded $6 million in  investorconfidence. The impli-
damages to the plaintiff cation was that the duty of the

The companies intend to
appeal Their case is they are
speech platforms. They say
the justice system should go

chaiman and the board —
even if they are 'independent’
directors — is only to protect
the interests of investors.

after the people the
platforms, not the owners.
They imply that ‘platforms,
treated as public utilities,

Th funda-
mental issues of public gover-
nance, What is the purpose of
a public platform or utility?

What prindples should gov-
em its management? Should
utilities that serve the public
be measured by how much
wealth they produce for stock
market investors or by the
public welfare they create?
Public utilities are necessary
for providing services equi-
tably for the essential needs of
all citizens, ensunnz xhexr

Thebusinessofa
private enterprise
may be only
business. The
business ofa public
enterpriseis (o
increase public

All or must use has gone too far
theirresources efficiently. Their  withthevictoryof US-stylecap-
managers must be ethical too,  italism over sodalism, and lhe
and dth fves hi surge of financial globali
salaries and perks,onthe spe  since the 1990s. Indiahas priva-
aous grounds that they believe  tised its education and health
they have eamed their salaries  sectars oo much, toosoon. Chi-
bytheiroutsizedcontributions  na, Vietnam and Nordic coun-

to society by increasing the
wealth of investors. The busi
ness ofa private enterprise may
be only business. The business
of a public enterprise is to
increase public welfare.

The only equity financal
investors understand — and
that corporate boards endorse
—is stock market equity. They
are not required to uphold
equity of the sodetal Kind.

dent  divectors  are

welfare,

decent society. It is the State’s  emnment as an investor.

uty s ity o, the

are provided these services, of financial institutions in the

Anenterprise is set up for a blicand pr

purpose. The primary pur  not be compared by their per-
pose of any business enter  formance in stock markets.
prise in the private sector, Public enterprisesare set up to

whether it is unlisted or listed
on the stock exchange, is to
produce financial returns for
its owners nnd investors.

health and s
These indude dean water,
nutritious food, shelter, securi-
ty, health, energy, information,
education and finandal serv-
ices (banking, loans when
required forlivelihood purpos-
es, and insurance).

These are the fundamental
rights of all dtizers in any

Ith provide
itsproductsand services 1o cus-
torers who cannot pay
enough. Whereas the purpose
ofenterprises in the public sec-
tor is to provide services to all
cditizens, and especially those
who cannot pay enough. Their
purpose is o provide public
welfare, not profits for the gov-

improve public wdfare, not
retums for investors. By this
measure, the State Bank of
India and Life Insurance Cor-
poration have contabuted
more to sodety than HDFC
Bank. forexample.

expected to stand up for the
nights of small investors
against the d is of pro-

ties have stayed on their
‘socialist courses. They rank
much higher than India on the
human development scale,
China has let entrepreneur-
ial spirits loose in business sec-
tars, It has created world-scale,
and <lass enterprises in many
sectors, Nevertheless, thestate
has retained tight control of its
financial sector, and technolo-
£y sector too, to an extent that
ideclogically Biberal western
economists find intolerable.
At the same time, western

moters and majority owners,
‘Their enterprise’s goal is to

Values provide for
judging the methods institu-
tions use. Fficiency, ethicsand
equity are essential principles
for boards and managers of all
organisations in both public
and private sectors.

B! are
to find solutions to regulate
US techenterprises and their

produce wealth for its share  wealthy owners who are
holders. They must not bring  destroying the social fabric
their personal consdence into and harming youth by addict-
the board om and ask the  ing them totheir services.
board and management tough India mustnot regress to the
! ib ietal equity pre-1991 era Nor can it remain
Public sector enterprises  wedded to post-1991 neo liber-
must be dficent. nodoubt But  al economics. Even the US is
e a public s for anew way, India
t0 make it more effident is  mustfindits ownway forward,
throwing out the babywiththe  untied from Washington
bath water Privatisation of economistsand UStech firms.
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Belligerents should seize off-ramp provided
before world economy comes off the rails

he world would do well to resist being

distracted by the fog of competing nar-

ratives emanating from the warring

parties in the Iran conflict. The truly
consequential reality is far starker — if this war is
allowed to grind on, let alone escalate, the dam-
age to the global economy will deepen in ways
that no policy work-around can contain.

Six weeks into a war that should never have
broken out, a brutal arithmetic is asserting itself.
Every hour the conflict continues, the global
economy sinks further into a crisis that no release
of strategic petroleum reserves or monetary
tightening can adequately offset. The impasse in
the Strait of Hormuz is not a peripheral conse-
quence of the conflict; it is its economic epicenter.
There is only one viable way to quickly restore the
normal flow of oil, liquefied natural gas, petro-
chemicals and essential goods on which billions
of people depend: an immediate ceasefire and a
comprehensive cessation of hostilities.

The strait is the circulatory system of the glo-
balized economy. In peacetime, roughly one-fifth
of the world’s internationally traded oil passes
through it. Today, traffic has reportedly fallen by
more than 90 percent. Such a disruption is exis-
tential for an already fragile global economy still
recovering from the US tariff shocks and supply
chain fragmentation.

The headline figures are alarming enough.
Brent Crude has surged past $110 per barrel,
markinga rise of around 40 percent since the con-
flict began. European gas prices have jumped by
over 70 percent. In the United States, average gas-
oline prices have climbed above $4 per gallon for
the first time in three years. Yet these numbers
capture only the surface of a deeper economic
malaise. Oil is a foundational input in the produc-
tion of pharmaceuticals, fertilizers, plastics, medi-
cal equipment and a vast array of everyday goods.

As a result, the crisis is metastasizing beyond
energy markets. Reports are emerging of poten-
tial shortages in critical medical supplies: plas-
tic-based catheters used in hemodialysis
treatments are becoming scarce, raising fears for
patients with chronic kidney failure. Supply dis-
ruptions are threatening the availability of medi-
cal gloves. Even mundane items such as trash
bags are being 1 ded amid fears of
scarcity in some countries. This is what an ener-
gy shock looks like when it cascades into a sys-
temic crisis — a “crisis of everything”.

The uncomfortable truth — one that some poli-

cymakers in the US and Israel have vet to fully
acknowledge — is that the Strait of Hormuz can-
not be reopened by force. Military escalation risks
entrenching the blockade. The notion that energy
security can be achieved through bombardment
is not merely flawed; it is dangerously illusory.
Nor is the US insulated from these dynamics.
Despite repeated assertions from the White
House about domestic energy self-sufficiency, oil
remains a globally priced commodity. US con-
sumers are paying more at the pump not
because of domestic shortages, but because a
critical artery of global supply has been con-
stricted. As long as the strait remains choked,
almost every economy will bear the cost.
Against this backdrop, diplomatic efforts take
on renewed urgency. A five-point initiative jointly
advanced by China and Pakistan offers a pragmat-
ic pathway forward. Its central premise is straight-
forward: an immediate ceasefire, followed by
negotiations addressing the underlying drivers of
the conflict. It calls for the protection of civilians,
the safeguarding of nonmilitary infrastructure,
and the restoration of secure shipping lanes
through the Strait of Hormuz. These are the basic
conditions for stabilizing the global economy.
Pakistan has positioned itself as a potennal

mediator, while Oman and Egypt i}

Iran has received the latest ceasefire proposal
submitted by Pakistan, according to Reuters. The
reports cited unnamed senior Iranian officials as
saying that Iran will not aceept the imposition of
deadlines or pressure intended to force a decision,
nor will it agree to reopen the strait in exchange
for a “temporary ceasefire”. In the eyes of Tehran,
‘Washington is not yet prepared to agree to a per-
manent ceasefire.

Broader international support is coalescing:
Russia, the European Union, Germany and Sau-
di Arabia have all expressed backing for a cease-
fire in recent telephone talks between their top
diplomats and China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.
The issue is no longer whether a diplomatic off-
ramp exists, but whether the belligerents will
seize it in time.

The fighting must stop as soon as possible.
Only a ceasefire and the cessation of hostilities
can resolve the impasse in the Strait of Hormuz.
Only then can the tankers begin to move freely
again. Only then can the global economy begin
to take a full breath. The alternative is not victory
for either side, but a long, grinding catastrophe
from which no one will emerge unscathed.

Japan embarked on dangerous militarized path

n yet another major policy shift that aligns
with Japan’s recent rush to rearm, the Japa-
nese government plans to revise the imple-
mentation guidelines for the “three principles
on transfer of defense equipment and technology™
within the month to further relax restrictions on
arms exports, Kyodo News reported on Friday. This
includes allowing exports of lethal arms, a move

‘war and prohibits Japan from maintaining armed
forces with war potential. This constitutional com-
mitment to peace is a response to the devastation
wrought by the imperialistic war of aggression it
launched, as well as a reflection of a broader inter-
national consensus aimed at preventing future
suffering. However, recent moves by the Takaichi
guvernmem suggest a hetrayal of this article,

that undoes decades of postwar

This happened just a few days after Japan for
the first time deployed long-range missiles capa-
ble of striking targets deep in its neighbors’ terri-
tories at two of its military bases in Japan.

Meanwhile, the Sanae Takaichi government
has recently carried out a sweeping reorganiza-
tion of the country’s Self-Defense Forces, includ-
ing what it calls the “largest-ever reorganization”
of the Maritime Self-Defense Force, along with an
expansion of operations in the cognitive domain
and the enlargement of the Space Operations

ng for a more expansi d aggressive mili-
tary mle under the guise of “self-defense”.

This shift is part of a broader push by right-wing
forces within Japan who argue that the country
must take a more assertive stance in regional
affairs. The logic underpinning this is deeply
flawed. It depends on the deliberate construction of
“external threats” When these efforts fall short, they
fall back on exploiting even the Taiwan question,
which is China’s internal affair. At the same time,
they seek to persuade the Japanese people that the
country’s “security” hinges on military expansion,

Group, which bear a clear “offensive” ct

All this, along with Japan’s continuous push to
hike its military budget and advance dual-use
technologies, gives substantial cause for concern.
The provocative actions are not only a stark

them to overlook the di:
quences of a similar course in the past.
Japan’s right-wing forces have been cultivating a

departure from Japan's postwar i to
pacifism and its “exclusive defense” doctrine, but
also pose a direct challenge to the postwar inter-
national order. Peace-loving people around the
world must be vigilant lest Tokyo's return to mili-
tarism once again devastates Asia and beyond.

The timing of the Takaichi government’s
moves is no coincidence. Japan's right-wing for-
ces have long sought to rewrite history and revive
the militaristic ambitions of the past. By hyping
up security threats, they aim to justify a beefed-
up military and expanded role for it. This not
only violates the spirit of Japan’s Constitution,
which war, but also di ds theles-
sons of history. The scars of Japanese aggression
in the Asia-Pacific remain fresh, yet Tokyo seems
determined to pretend they do not exist.

Japan's postwar pacifism is enshrined in its Con-
stitution, particularly Article 9, which renounces

Opinion Line

Major countries need to offer
solutions, not chaos or crises

Gallups latest global approval rat-
ings — based on surveys across more
than 130 countries and regions in
2025 — show that China has sur-
passed the United States by the larg-
est margin in two decades. China’s
median approval rose to 36 percent,
while the US’ fell to 31 percent.

‘Why? Let’s roll the tape. The US
administration is pulling out of doz-
ens of international organizations. It
has exited the Paris climate treaty,
applied tariffs on different economies,
treated the conflicts in the Middle
East and the Ukraine crisis as tools to
strengthen its own “security” and
make economic gains, and wielded
coercive tariffs as a means to acquire
unfair advantages.

The US administration has threat-
ened to “acquire” Greenland by force,
It changed the dynamics in Venez-
uela by forcibly seizing its leader and
his wife. In Gaza, it has emboldened
its ally to maximize its gains at huge
humanitarian costs. The Gallup poll
notes that the survey predates the
Iran war in late February — meaning
worse might still be to come.

No wonder, even NATO allies are
giving the US the side-eye. The Ger-
man people’s approval of the US
dropped markedly. The only place
that likes the US more is Israel,
because, as Gallup notes, the situa-

tion on the ground matters.

Here is the cold reality that the
transactional approach refuses to
grasp. Unilateralism, coercion and
zero-sum bargaining are not merely
inadequate responses to global crises
— they have become engines of those
crises. Climate change does not
respect tariffs. The global governance
of artificial intelligence cannot be
built through threats. Pandemic pre-
vention is not served by leaving the
World Health Organization.

The US administration behaves as
though globalization is discretionary.
The World Bank, the International
Monetary l'hnd and the Organisation
for Co- and Devel-

the world’s common challenges
require common solutions based on
actions and results, The UN-centered
rules-based order, which came about
at huge cost to the world, is the only
lifeboat we have in a world sinking
into turmoil.

That’s why China is committed to
upholding the UN-centered system
and providing global public goods to
the international community, espe-
cially the Global South, to instill cer-
tainty into a volatile world.

Yet many pundits in Washington
remain trapped in a post-Cold War
time warp, unable to see that the
new model of development demands
a ity with a shared future

opment have all documented this
repeatedly: international trade
accounts for more than 60 percent of
the global GDP. Supply chains have
been forged as they are the best way to
do business. “Decoupling” is a political
slogan, not an economic stimulator.
Meanwhile, China’s initiatives for
promoting global development,
slIengthening global security,

for humanity — one where inclusive-
ness, diversity and equity are not
optional extras but survival necessi-
ties. Without them, we cannot cope
with climate change, high-tech gov-
ernance or the next “black swan”
event.

The Gallup numbers are a wake-up
call. They reflect the world's views on
‘Washington's rejection of responsi-
bility. If it continues to put narrow

ingand and i

global governance, mcognm areality
Washington refuses to admit: that
major countries must shoulder global
responsibilities, that zero-sum think-
ing belongs to a bygone era, and that

If-interest above the global good
and treats international politics asa
zero-sum game, it will only alienate
the US further in the eyes of sensible
minds around the world.

— LIYANG, CHINA DAILY

What They Say

Targeted policies can help unlock potential of seniors

Edilm‘s note: C?lma has pledged to pmuclwely mspand to the country’s population aging and to refine policies and

form of historical nihilism for decades, nurturing represent those of China Daily.
nostalgia for t_he “glories” of the Empire of Japan.
The " of I d war cnmma]s at the Population aging presents both

i Shrine, al the hing of opportunmes and challenges. China
Japan’s wartime i ing a national strategy
tion of its victimhood in history textbooks, speaks m address these by integrating the

) f the depth of their

This militaristic discourse thrives by framing the
world in stark binaries that fit the core of Japanese
culture — threat and security, shame and honor,
other and self — while presenting the United States
asan md:spmsable guamnwr of “secuuly" Yet this

ity than about

leveraging US geopolitical interests to advance a
domestic right-wing agenda. Cloaked in the lan-
guage of “alliance’, it risks enabling the revival of
militarism that runs counter to the broader region-
al aspiration for peace and shared development.

The international community should heed the
lessons of history that a militarized Japan is a reci-
pe for disaster.
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concepts of healthy aging into all
aspects of socioeconomic develop-
ment and embedding these concepts
into policymaking and legislation.

From an economic perspective, it
involves optimizing the silver econo-
my by fully unlocking the potential of
both elderly human resources and the
senior consumer market, Socially, the
focus is on building age-friendly cities
and communities, promoting a cul-
ture of respect and support for the
elderly.

In terms of care, it is essential to
respect the autonomy of seniors,
encourage their active participation
and support their capabilities for
self-care to reduce reliance on exter-
nal assistance. Health services
should prioritize a comprehensive
system that emphasizes early inter-
ventions such as health education
and preventive care.

The concepts of lifelong learning
and continued social contnbutlon in

; foi aof elder cas and industries in the coming years. Oriental Out-
look magazine spolce to LuoXumhlu, deputy director of lhr: Institute of Health and Aging at the China Research Center
on Aging, on how to develop an aging-friendly society. Below are excerpts of the interview. The views don’t necessarily

their knowledge, acquire new skills
and adapt to modern society, thereby
allowing them to continue to be
active panicipants Contributing to

tion, insurance coverage, stream-
lined administrative processes and
financial subsidies.

To effectively tap into the wealth of

society is the ultimate goal of thls elderly human resources while
learning. ing new ! in ing diverse needs, a tai-
practical settings validates their lored approach is essential. Healthy
efforts, brings a sense of fulfillment seniors with specialized skills are

and motivates further learning.

well-suited for reemployment, entre-

ilitating this from
learners to active contn'butms work in sectors such as education, sci-
requires a ence, and agriculture.
Educational programs for seniors Those with more free time but gener-
should be tailored to align with both alized skills can contribute through
societal needs and individual inter- community governance.
ests, offering practical courses in com- Mammg the potential of these
munity service, digital literacy and seniors relies on accurately matching
health management. This will ensure supply with demand. This can be

that acquired knowledge translates
into tangible value in areas such as
volunceenng and local | governance.

achieved by creating comprehensive
human resource databases that catalog
the skills, specialties and employment

clear of active seniors. Addition-
pathways that connect education to ally, targeted training programs are
practical application is essential. needed to help seniors bridge the digi-
Institutions such as universities for tal divide and acquire skills that are
the elderly can partner with busi- relevant to emerging industries and
nesses, social organizations and local  fields that have high demand.

communities to place graduates in
suitable roles or organize teams for

old age are i
seniors are willing to learn new skills
and continue contributing to society.
Learning allows seniors to update

v initiatives. To further
boost participation, robust incentive
and support systems must be imple-
mented, including public recogni-

Finally, there is a need to establish
multilevel development platforms to
provide essential services such as job
postings, career counseling, flexible
employment opportunities and spe-
cialized talent pools.
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‘Wang Shushen

Exchanges conducive to cross-Strait ties

heng Li-wun, chairperson of
the Chinese Kuomintang
party, is leading a delegation
to Jiangsu province, Shang-
hai and Beijing from Tuesday to Sun-
day. Cheng said the trip was meant to
show Taiwan residents and the whole
world that the two sides of the Strait
do not need to be pushed to the brink
of conflict, and that with enough wis-
dom and effort, they can still find a
path of peaceful development across
the Strait.
It is hoped that the visit will bring a
sigh of relief amid i ifying cross-

History is instructive here:
playing the “Taiwan card”
inevitably deepens strate-
gic suspicion between
China and the US and
damages cooperation on
other global issues.

and tourism exchanges, economic

Strait tensions caused by dangerous
provocations from the “pro-inde-
pendence” separatists in Taiwan. The
visit by Cheng — the

ion, and youth interactions.
This has resulted in impediments to
the sales of Taiwan’s agricultural and
fishery putting on

Strait cooperation best serve their
interests.

In stark contrast, the Lai Ching-te
authorities on the island continue to

abroad — regardless of the conse-
quences.
History is instructive here: playing
the “Taiwan card” inevitably deepens
i icion between China

make d p ions and
sell the livelihood of residents. In
December 2025, the US administra-
tion announced a massive arms pack-
age for Taiwan, reportedly totaling as
much as $11.1 billion — more than the
combined sales approved during the
four years of the previous Joe Biden
administration.

For the Lai authorities, this hawk-
ish trend is a sign that they can rely
on external support from the US in
their pursuit of separatism. In Taipei,

and income Eruwv.h for

for the delegation during former
Kuomintang chairman Lien Chan’s
historic trip to the Chinese mainland
in 2005 — is expected to offer a silver
lining by renewing the valuable cross-
Strait exchanges that took place
between 2008 and 2016 when Kuom-
intang was the ruling party on the
island.

For a long time, the Democratic
Progressive Party authorities have set
up numerous obstacles, leading to
stagnation in cross-Strait cultural

the public.

The visit, if successful, could win
support from the mainland in areas
such as the import of agricultural and
fishery products, thereby building
bridges for communication among
the people. These efforts could not
only garner public support for the
Kuomintang but also secure tangible
benefits for the livelihoods of the Tai-
wan residents.

It is high time for the Taiwan resi-
dents to realize only peace and cross-

arms p are seen as the most
direct — and supposedly most effec-
tive — way to secure political back-
ing, though at the cost of imposing a
huge burden on the island’s residents.
There is always the incentive of
profit. The US defense industry is
deeply intertwined with politics. Mil-
lions of jobs and vast corporate inter-
ests depend on defense procurement
and exports, and major contractors
are often key donors in US elections.
Alarge arms package is an easy way
to reward the military-industrial
while signali

and the US and damages cooperation
on other global issues.

The Taiwan question should not be
held hostage to Washington’s logic of
“using Taiwan to contain China” Peo-
ple on both sides of the Strait can
have the wisdom and the capacity to
build trust and manage differences
through dialogue and exchange.

Cheng’s visit and her efforts for
peaceful engagement remind the
world that the Taiwan question is
China’s internal affair, and that dia-
logue and exchanges are in the best
interest of people on both sides of the
Strait. In contrast, the separatists on
the island, if they continue to collude
with outside forces and play with fire,
pose the biggest threat not only to
cross-Strait ties but also to the liveli-
hood of Taiwan residents.

The author s the deputy head at the
Institute of Taiwan Studies in the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

Mohammad Shakil Bhuiyan and Mohammad Saiyedul Islam

How Dhaka can avoid missing the semiconductor bus

rtificial intelligence is

transforming econo-

mies, jobs, productivi-

ty and global power.
Semiconductors, the essential
hardware for Al drive this
change. In the 20th century, oil
shaped power; in the 21st cen-
tury, semiconductors are play-
ing a comparable role. The
semiconductor market, valued
at over $630 billion, is expected
to reach $1 trillion as demand
for Al grows. The Semiconduc-
tor Industry Association and
the Boston Consulting Group
both see the chip market break-
ing $1 trillion by 2030.

Analysts estimate that
China will account for
about 60 percent of the
growth in the industry
over the next five years.

‘The country has
launched the 344 billion
yuan ($47 billion) “Big
Fund III” to boost
domestic chip manufac-
turing and strengthen
equipment and materials
supply chain.

Morgan Stanley pro-
jects China’s Al market,
including generative Al
and infrastructure, could
hit $1.4 trillion by 2030, up
from $3.2 billion in 2024 For
many investors, Chinese Al
startups will attract more
users in emerging markets
because their solutions are cheaper
and easier to use.

NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang says
China is only nanoseconds behind the
US in Al chips. The Economist wrote
that China’s chip industry will surprise
the world as it aims for semiconductor
self-reliance. GlobalData expects Chi-
na to lead the semiconductor market,
driven by fast-growing domestic
demand.

Countries across the world are also
investing heavily in Al and chips. Paki-
stan has announced its first large-scale
chip manufacturing unit at Faisala-
bad’s M-3 Industrial Estate. Vietnam
has a national semiconductor strategy
through 2030 and aims to build a long-
term semiconductor sector by 2050.
Vietnam is also running a workforce
program to train at least 50,000 uni-
versity graduates in the chip value
chain by 2030.

But although Bangladesh has
formed a national semiconductor task
force, the country is lagging behind.
This can change if Bangladesh levera-
ges its partnership with China. China
has driven Bangladesh’s infrastructure
through major Belt and Road Initiative
projects. China has invested $4.45 bil-
lion in 35 BRI projects in ladesh

JIN DING / CHINA DAILY

Policymakers should
implement the steps
outlined above without
delay or else the country
might miss the
semiconductor-led
opportunities of the Al era.

It is time to expand the Bangla-
desh-China partnership into semicon-
ductors for mutual benefit in the Al
era. The cooperation can benefit both
sides. China’s semiconductor experi-
ence can help Bangladesh by foster-

and secured construction contracts
‘worth $22.94 billion. This has
strengthened Bangladesh’s transport
and energy sectors, improved logistics,
and cut costs. China is Bangladesh’s
largest trade partner and a major
source of foreign direct investment.
Bangladesh Bank reports Chinese FDI
stock at $2.67 billion as of September
2024,

ing research and
developing qualified engineers and
technicians, enabling it to build a
workable semiconductor ecosystem
incrementally.
China, in turn, can strengthen its

regional influence and mitigate supply
chain risks. Si Bangla-

na-oriented industrial and economic

zones.

The good news is that this coopera-
tion has already started with the sign-
ing of 2 memorandum of
understanding between the Bangla-
desh Semiconductor Industry Associa-
tion and the Hubei Semiconductor
Industry Association of China. To put
the cooperation on the fast track, poli-
cymakers in Bangladesh should con-
sider the following measures.

First, Bangladesh should set up a
special semiconductor investment pri-
ority desk to speed up approvals and
provide land, utilities, tax, and cus-
toms support. It should offer plug-and-
play facilities in special economic
zones and custom incentives for chip
testing, packaging, assembly, and
design services. It should also identify
five to 10 Chinese companies and cre-
ate tailored packages for each.

Second, it should encourage joint
ventures and public-private partner-
ships to share the costs and risks,
attract anchor Chinese companies, and
construct common facilities such as
testing labs, packaging plants and
training facilities.

Third, the country’s semiconductor

oped by offering scholarships, short
courses and technician training in chip
testing, packaging, electronics and
cleanroom basics. At least one special-
ized training center with modern facil-
ities should be built in each division.

Fourth, Bangladesh should also
develop a national semiconductor
strategy with clear objectives and a
multi-year budget. It should establish
division-level training centers, scholar-
ships and a national testing lab
through a special semiconductor and
Al fund. Incentives should be provided
based on jobs, exports, and technology
transfer. Reliable power and connec-
tivity should be ensured in special
zones.

Finally, Bangladesh needs to act now
to catch up in the global semiconduc-
tor race. Policymakers should imple-
ment the steps outlined above without
delay or else the country might miss
the semiconductor-led opportunities
of the Al era. The message is clear: if
‘we keep waiting for tomorrow, we will
lose our chance to act today.

Mohammad Shalkil Bhuiyan is a faculty
member in political studies at Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology in

capacity should be by part-
nering with Chinese uni ities and

Islam is a senior

companies on joint research labs,
A 1 i +

desh offers i f2 ing

X and
to build local tal-

locations, low-cost labor, a large pool
of workers, and opportunities in Chi-

ent and innovation.
A skilled workforce should be devel-

lecturer and researcher at the School of
Overseas Education of Sanming Univer-
sity in China.

The views don't necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

Kang Bing

The author is former deputy
editor-in-chief of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

Plateful of plenty
on Chinese

dinner tables

hat to eat and where to eat — ques-

tions once asked by a privileged few

— have now become a daily dilem-

ma for millions of Chinese. The
confusion is not because of the scarcity of food,
but because of the abundance of choices.

China has about 17 million restaurants. Some
are big enough to host thousands of diners at
the same time while others are modest mom-
and-pop establishments that can seat no more
than a dozen people. Beijing, with 21 million
people, alone has more than 130,000 restau-
rants. Within a radius of just one kilometer of
my home in the city, there are at least 100 res-
taurants for me to choose from if I decide to eat
out.

There is a wide range of culinary offerings,
from spicy Sichuan hot pot to sweet Cantonese
dim sum, from sauerkraut fish from the south-
west to Muslim beef noodles from the north-
west. The dilemma does not end with choosing
where to eat, Once you are seated in a restau-
rant, you will be puzzled by the vast options on
the menu. Even mom-and-pop food stands can
offer two dozen choices of dishes.

Given this enormous range, one can enjoy dif-
ferent dishes every single day without repetition
for a year at my neighborhood restaurants.
‘What'’s more, at just 20 or 40 yuan ($2.9 or $5.8)
for a meal, the price is very affordable.

The boom in the catering busi-
ness is backed by sufficient food
supply, rising incomes and the
traditional interest of Chinese
people in good food.

This abundance of delicious food at such low
prices has spawned a generation that prefers to
eat out rather than cook at home. Many of my
young colleagues used to avoid the company-
provided free lunch — which included six differ-
ent dishes in the main course — to visit nearby
restaurants for their favorite food.

The boom in the catering business is backed
by sufficient food supply, rising incomes and the
traditional interest of Chinese people in good
food.

The contrast with the past could not be sharp-
er. When I first came to Beijing 45 years ago,
food was rationed. Near my workplace, there
were just two or three restaurants, all serving
simple fare. Eating out was a treat reserved only
for distinguished guests because of the cost.
Inviting two or three friends or relatives to a res-
taurant cost at least one week’s income.

The newspaper I worked for in the early 1980s
had an American editor who wrote a bi-weekly
column on eating out. He relied on me to recom-
mend restaurants and accompany him to eater-
ies as his interpreter and guest. Eating good
food for free sounded great but making recom-
mendations was tough. I was not a foodie and
there were simply not many restaurants to
choose from.

As a result, his column mostly focused on res-
taurants in star-rated hotels. In the early years of
China’s reform and opening-up, such restaurants
were largely inaccessible to ordinary Chinese
because of high prices and other restrictions.

The story since then has been one of steady
progress. Thanks to continuous investment in
agriculture, China’s per-capita grain reserves are
now more than 500 kilograms — well above the
United Nations’ food security threshold of 400
kilograms and the world average of about 355
kilograms.

International trade also helps enrich the Chi-
nese dinner table. When you go to a restaurant,
the manager might boast that the crabs are from
Canada, the beef from the United States, the
salmon from Norway and the red wine from
Australia. Tropical fruits, once rare and expen-
sive, now fill fruit stores at affordable prices due
to mutual trade agreements that reduce tariffs
on fruit imports from many countries to zero.

Chinese people are very particular about food.
It is one area where their creativity stands out.
Forty years ago, the country had four main cui-
sines — Sichuan, Shandong, Guangdong and
Jiangsu-Zhejiang. Then the pool expanded to
eight cuisines and today many people argue that
there are 12 cuisines in the country. Over the
years, Chinese chefs have created hundreds or
thousands of new dishes thanks to the profusion
of new ingredients and cooking facilities.

Despite the abundance of choices, I hesitate to
eat out or order takeout which can be delivered
within 30 minutes in cities like Beijing. It's not
because I can’t afford it but because I think the
food, though delicious, is too oily and salty for
an old man who prioritizes his health. But that
doesn’t stop me from envying the younger gen-
eration for their good appetite for food from
numerous restaurants,
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over Hormuz

Seoul should launch diplomacy forenergy crisis

The Strait of Hormuz crisis shows
no signs of ending. Washington
and Tehran continue to exchange
barbs, with neither side signaling
a willingness 1o back down. Their
confrontation is taking a toll on the
global econamy. Oil prices have
skyrocketed, sending shockwaves
across industries and stoking fears
of rising inflation worldwide.

No country stands to gain, as
long as the current standoff per-
sists, In an interconnected global
economy, every nation — includ-
ing the United States and fran —
will bear the consequences of the
Middle East conflict if a ceasefire
is not reached soon.

US. President Donald Trump
lashed out at Iran in an obscen-
ity-filled social media post,
demanding that Tehran reopen
the crucial waterway through
which nearly 20 percent of global
crude oil shipments pass. “Tues-
day will be Power Plant Day and
Bridge Day, all wrapped up in one,
in Iran. There will be nothing like
1" he wrote. He warned that if
Iran failed to meet his Tuesday
deadline, the US. would destroy
Iran’s power plants and bridges
and they would “be living in Hell”

Iran dismissed Trump's warn-
ing Gen. Ali Abdollahi Aliabadi
of lrans central military command
described the threat as a “helpless,
nervous, unbalanced and stupid
action.” adding that “the gates of
hell will open” for the United States.

Meanwhile, Iran has continued
selectively reopening the strait.
On Friday, several vessels success-
fully transited the Strait of Hor-
muz, including a French container
ship, three Oman-linked tankers
and a Japanese-owned gas carrier.
South Korea-linked vessels are still
unable 1o transit

Iran’s disruption of shipping
through the strait has contributed
to the surge in global il prices.
Tehran appears 10 believe that its
effective control over the water-
way serves its interests in two
key ways: financially and psycho-
logically. It is reportedly secking
to extract tolls from vessels in
exchange for safe passage, poten-
tially using the revenue to rebuild
its war-damaged industries. At
the same time, Iran seems intent
on leveraging the disruption to
shift global opinion, portraying
US.-Israeli strikes as the root
cause of economic instability and

thereby undermining US. leader-
ship. In this sense, Iran uses the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz as
4 cognitive warfare tactic 1o out-
maneuver ils enemies.,

So far, this strategy has had
some effect. Countries — partic-
ularly those most affected by the
disruption — have begun voicing
concern over the broader Middle
East conflict. However, it would
be a mistake for Iran to continue
leveraging the strait in this way.

Global backlash is already
emerging. The UN, Security

Council is expected to vnlc on
a Bahrai d

‘Gukppong’ reality check

I watched, with admiration, the
recent comeback performance
of BTS on Netflix, which drew
global attention. I also enjoyed,
with a dose of Korean national
pride, K-pop acts and the Kore-
an-themed performances taking
center stage at the recent Oscars
and other international .\ward
shows. By most measures,
cultural influence is blazing across
the global stage.

Yet, if you spend time consuming
Korean media — whether legacy
outlets or YouTube and social plat-
forms — it seems as if every single
one in the world is fixated on out-
side perspectives on Karea. Kore-
an media is saturated with what
might be called “reaction stories,”

showcasing how foreigners are

THOUGHTS
of THE TIMES

TIMES COLUMN

and economic standing has risen
through the mof Gukppong con:
tent can only provide a momen-
tary high. Why, then, are Koreans
so hungry for foreigners” attention
and recognition?

I believe part of the answer lies in
Koreas cultural dispositions, par-
ticularly collectivism and the leg-
acy of Confucianism. In a broad-
I) collectivist cultural setting, the

dary b “me” and “us”

aimed at pmlaung commercial
shipping in and around the Strait
of Hormuz. The vote has been
repeatedly delayed, and the out-
come remains uncertain. China, a
member of the coun-
cil, has publicly opposed the mea-
sure, arguing that it could legit-
imize the “unlawful and indis-
criminate use of force,” potentially
escalating tensions further

Even if the resolution fails to
pass, such international efforts are

They increase pressure
on Iran 1o abide by intenational
norms. Additional global initia-
tives may follow, as Iran’s interfer-
ence with a vital maritime corridor
appears to violate established prin-
ciples of freedom of navigation.

South Korea is among the
countries most affected by Iran's
control of the waterway. Approx-
imately 70 percent of its crude oil
and 20 percent of its natural gas
imports pass through the Strait of
Hormuz. Heavily dependent on
oil imports o sustain its economy,
Koreas future is deeply tied to the
stability of this route.

Seoul must make its voice heard.
As a nation heavily dependent on
the strait, South Korea is well-po-
sitioned to lead a coordinated
international effort to ensure its
reopening. By working with oth-
er middle power countries that
share a stake in maintaining open
shipping lanes, it can amplify calls
for freedom of navigation and
increase pressure on Iran. At the
same time, it could pursue direct
diplomatic engagement with
Tehran 1o secure safe passage for
South Korea-linked vessels.

More broadly, Seoul should
adopt a proactive and creative
diplomatic strategy to help resolve
the crisis

TODAY in HISTORY

528 — First draft of Corpus Juris Chilis
or Mg Justinin Code (8 fundamental work
in jutisprudence) is issued by Eastern
Roman Emperor Justinian |

1948 — World Health Organization Is
formed by the United Nations

1954 — U.S. President Dwight D Eisen-
hower, in a news conference, Is the first lo
veive fear of 2 “domin effect” of commu-

1968 — Riots continue in over 100 US
cities lofiowing (he assassination of Martin
Luther King Jr

1968 — The internet's symbolic birth
date: publication of RFC 1 by Steve Crocker

1984 — Begunning of the Rwandan Geno-
cide. he Presidential Guard begins killing
moerate politicians and public figures in
Kigail, inctuding Prime Minister Agathe
Uwilngymand

nsm in the indochirg region
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1y hed by K-pop,
K- I)c.lul) and K-whatever. At one
point, I even encountered a flood
of stories about K-defense, high-
lighting foreign praise of Korean
military technologies used in the
ongoing war between the Unit-
ed States, Israel and Iran. These
stories typically arrive wrapped in
familiar, clickable packaging such
as “Why foreigners are envious of
Korea,” "Americans crying over
K-drama” and "This is how (fill in
the blank with foreign celebrities
or top news sources like The New
York Times) raves about Korean
(fill in the blank with any Korean
culture or product)”

There is, in fact, a term for this
phenomenan: gukppong, It is the
combination of the Korean words
“guk” (nation) and “ppong” (slang
for a drug). The term captures a
kind of intoxication, a euphor-
ic rush of national pride. Media
content built around foreign
admiration of Korea has come to
be known, fittingly, as “gukppong
content”

But here is a necessary reality
check: The world does not revolve
around Korea. It is not the center
of the universe, even if its cultural

is more pomus. When Korean cul-
tural products succeed globally,
that success is not experienced as
distant or abstract; it feels personal,
like a shared elevation in collec-
tive status. When a Korean artist
wins, many Koreans feel that we
all have won. Confucian traditions
further reinforce a sensitivity to
others’ perceptions. Confucianism
emphasizes relational harmony
and social awareness and cultivates
habits of attentiveness. Influenced
by this tradition, many K

strong engagement. Digital algo-
rithms, ever hungry for attention,
amplify such content and circulate
it efficiently to receptive audienc-
es. In this sense, media does not
merely reflect public sentiment —
it actively cultivates and monetizes
it

There is nothing wrong with
taking pride in the achicvements
of one’s compatriots. Every other
country does it. But in contempo-
rary Korea, this tendency appears
unusually intensified, often teth-
ered to an outsized desire for for
eign recognition. What begins as
pride can drift into dependency
— an overreliance on external
applause to affirm internal worth.
If this pattern persists, one may get
stuck in the bubble and lose the
ability to see the world in & fair and
balanced manner. A steady diet of
gukppong content can create an
echo chamber where admiration is

exhibit a tendency to be attuned to
others’ opinions and behaviors so
that they can belong to the group
and be liked. Their ulenulu:s are
P ly

others’ |mp(mm Atthe national
level, this can translate to a height-
ened concern with how Korea is
perceived abroad.

Still, it would be oversimplifi-
cation to attribute the gukppong
phenomenon solely to culture. |
think the more immediate driver is
the Korean media ecosystem itself.
Gukppong content is easier and
cheaper (o produce, fonall

plified, criticism is filtered out
and complexity and nuances are
flattened. At its worst, it can foster
intolerance, bigotry and racism as
gukppong content sometimes is
tinged with a sense of superiority
and hostility towards others.
Korea’s achlevements are real,
and they do not need constant
external validation to be meaning-
ful. A more grounded confidence
would rest not on how loudly oth-
ers cheer, but on a steady, self-as-
sured understanding of what
has been built — and what still
remains to be done.

rewarding Korean audiences and
hence mare profitable. It delivers
quick validation, easy clicks and

Min Seong-jae (smin@pace sdif is a professor
of communication and media studies at Pace
Unrvarsity in New York,

Overseas Comment

Court rulings prove US democracy still works

The Boston Herald

It must have been a confounding
day for “No Kings™ protesters. Their
placards at railies held around the
country decry US. President Donald
Trumps “authoritarian regime” and
the “fascism” under which Amer-
icans now live. They've blasted the
ballroom Trump was building adja-
cent to the White House.

Two federal judges upended
that notion Tuesday by checking
Trumps powers in making recent
decisions. That’s checks and balanc-
s in action.

As The Hill reported, US. Dis-
trict Judge Richard Leon halted
construction of Trump’s ballroom
project, saying no statute “comes

dose” to granting him the authority
he daims he has to execute the $400

Judge Leon said construction can
continue when authorizes it

Trump may have done an end-
run around Congress when he
started the ballroom project, but the
judicial branch stopped him. That's
democracy.

The same day, US. District Judge
Randolph D. Moss permanently
blocked Trump’s executive order to
halt funding to National Public Radio
and the Public Broadcast Service.

Trump signed this order last May,

does not wlerate viewpoint discrimi-
nation and retaliation of this type, the
Court will issue judgment against the
federal agency defendants declaring
Section 3(a) of the Executive Order
is unconstitutional and will issue an
injunction barring those defendants
from implementing it.” the judge, an
appaintee of former President Barack
Obama, wrote in his ruling,

Both NPR and PBS sued the
Trump administration over this
cut in funding, citing constitutional
protections.

No matter how you feel about
those decisions, the system works

which directs the Corp for
Public Broadcasting from paying
out allocated federal funding to
NPR and PBS.

"Because the First Amendment

as it was designed. That's the kind of
democracy Democrats were certain
woulld be crushed and set on fire
leading up to the ‘24 election, and
every day since. (s

Iran war and
Middle East

By Arthur L Cyr

The current war raging between
Iran and Israel plus the Unit-
ed States represents a departure
from the behavior of previous
US. leaders. The administrations
of Presidents Barack Obama and
Joe Biden maintained traditional
strong alliance with Israel, includ-
ing military assistance, but avoided
being drawn into military combat
in the Middle East

US. President Donald Trump in
his second term has decided to join
Israel in air attacks on Iran, while
moving US. Army and Marine
Corps forces into the region.

Trump has reversed course
from earlier sustained emphasis
on the absolute
requirement to
avoid direct mili-
tary engagements
overseas, He is
acting unilateral-
Iy, without secur-
ing any approval
from Congress. This contrasts
with the approaches of both Pres-
ident George H-W. Bush and Pres-
ident George W. Bush in respec-
tively responding to the 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait by Iraq and launch-
ing an invasion of Iraq in 2003

The current contlict is some-
times referred to as the Third
Gulf War, but is distinctive from
the carlier two wars in mportant
respects, including so far relying
on executive authority alone.

Additionally, as yet we have no
allies beyond Israel. The First Gulf
War involved a comprehensive
international coalition, autho-
rized by the US. Congress and
the United Nations. The Iraq War
was also authorized by Congress,
and we had several allies, notably
faithful Britain

This war has fully confirmed
Irans control of the Strait of Hor-
muz, drastically disrupting fuel
transit and fertilizer markets.

Historic context is important in
view of this radical US. departure.
In 1973, decisive efforts of the Nix-
on administration were crucial to
Israel's successful defense against
a combined Arab states’ attack.
This was followed by major peace
agreements. President immy Car-
ter’s determination and discipline
achieved the historic 1978 Camp
David peace between Egypt and
Israel, which still survives.

In March 1991, following the
expulsion of Iraqs army from
Kuwait, President George HW.
Bush addressed Congress. He did
not ghoat regarding the defeat of Iraq
but rather emphasized the impor-
tance of diplomacy, working with
others for regional stability and
peace between Israel and the Pales-
tinians.

The 1956 Suez Crisis remains
particularly important. President
Dwight Eisenhower used econom-
ic leverage and astute diplomacy
10 end a secretly planned old-style
colonial military invasion by Brit-
ain, France and Israel to recapture
the Suez Canal, nationalized by
Egypts new military regime and
seize the Sinai Peninsula. As usual,
Ike's instincts were right: our alli-
ance relationships survived.

In 1958, Eisenhower intervened
directly in Lebanon with a sizable
military force. American troops
suffered only one soldier killed
by hostile fire. Successful US.
involvement has included detailed
planning, clear objectives and at
times distance from lsracl.

Athur | Opf (aeyrGeartiage sci fs aithor of
“After the Cold War” (NYU Press and Paigrave’
Macmillan;

. . .
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BTS at Gwanghwamun: Beyond the stage
k<

On an ordinary workday, Gwang-
hwamun moves with quiet preci-
sion. Office workers pass through
the streets without lingering. Tourists
pause to take photos near Cheonggye
Stream and Gyeonghok Palace. Traf-
fic loops through an area designed for

ﬁ)rlhcwd\mummmnw:d
the opposite, with some rest

and vendors incurring losses. A glob-
al event, streamed to nearly 19 mil-
lion viewers worldwide, coexisted
with a local environment that felt, at

continuity and movement — a space
designed less for spectacle than for
function.

That cadence began to shift in the
days leading up to K-pop phenom-
enon BTS long-awaited comeback
concert held on March 21. Barricades

access became increasing-
ly limited and police presence was
heightened throughout the city. By
the day of the concert, roads and sub-
way stations were closed, pedestrian
movement was restricted and tens
of thousands of safety personnel had
been deployed throughout central
Seoul.

What unfolded that evening was
not simply staged — it was managed.

And yet, when the group’s anticipat-
ed performance began, the outcome
did not follow a familiar script.

According to reports, crowd turn-
out fell well short of the expected
260,000 fans from around the workd
Nearby businesses that had prepared

lnaqmcl;kt(;:unghwnmxm

TIMES
FORUM
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4 Soo Kim

event is no longer evaluated as a con-
cert alone. Its not really about filling
seats or expanding the scale. Rather,
it’s handled at an entirely different lev-
e

And for a comeback following sev-
eral years of absence — and consid-
ering BTS' remarkable global heft pri-
or 1o the members’ military service
hiatus — this mattered significantly.
It was less about whether to hold a
concert, and more about where and
how to place what comes next for the

group.

Perception matters. A typical con-
cert venue like Seoul Olympic Stadi-
um would have been more straight-
forward. The infrastructure was
already in place, the outcome was
more or less predictable, and the
crowds would have been massive but
contained. Gwanghwamun, on the
other hand, operates differently. Its a
space where history, culture, gover-

N°T\ﬂNa AGAINST THE WOMEN
AWE DOING
A IKCKUVA Js

nance and everyday life are layered
together and already have their oper-
ating rhythm. Here, symbolic mean-
ing and practical function coexist

The performance at Gwanghwa-
mun, then, carried ambition beyond
making headlines.

For a global audience, (.wughm

nsomnmlsunphﬁtdhmaﬂ!um
title, "ARIRANG,” and the incorpo-
ration of the folk song into the track
“Body to Body{" recorded with Kore-
an traditional musicians. The track
operates on two levels: as a nation-
al touchstone, evoking identity and
endurance, and as a collective expe-
rience shared with the groups global
fan base. The comeback, therefore,
wasn't just broad &; it was

Mabuulwlkahoehuladdhmu
joning of BTS 20, a of
wimthemmnumﬂmdmns
next chapter. It wasnt not about prov-
ing global reach — that has already
been established. It was about how 1o
anchor that reach in cultural context
and resonance.
P«ﬁ:rmngmaq»celzy«tdwuh
of history, admi
power and civic life created a frame
far larger than a conventional concert
Stage.
The incorporation of "Arirang”™ was
mwnhlpmdlhxsm:hatrmx.
A song that is simult: ly national

could be read as a recalibration for
the group, perhaps suggesting that
its next step is not simply bigger or
louder — which is linear — but more
layered and attuned to both global
and domestic audiences.

In that vein, the Gwanghwamun
venue was a masterclass in spa-
tial strategy. It lustrated how loca-
tion, culture and performance can
be integrated to create an event that
is as much about context as content.
The stage was not just constructed on
asphalt — it was built on history, per-
ception, narrative and the collective
. of fans worldwid

and universal, it evoked xicnul) and
mdunmccwmlzlnvﬂmg
Paired with traditional instruments
and modern production, it signaled
that BTS' comeback is rooted in Kore-
an culture, but designed for global
mnm'l’htmmdmcﬂmsc
d in tandem, ¢

Finally, BTS' performance showed
that in a world saturated with optics
and spectacle, true impact is mea-
sured by the thoughtfulness and
deliberation of placement, the depth
of resonance and the intentionality of
every clement from song to setting,

symbdnm

nmmgm
was never just a

each other and creating a resonance
that transcended the mechanics of

By Inumhmg its comeback at
BTS chose not just

anchored in place, history and culture.
The choice of Gwanghwamun was

Bondi departure no cause for celebration

Farewell to US. Attorney General
Pam Bondi, who was fired Thurs-
day, joining the pantheon of Presi-
dent Donald Trump's awful cabinet
secretaries who learned the hard
way that there’s no pleasing a fun-
damentally unreasonable person.

As terrible as Bondi was, her
ultimate failing was that she didn't
go far enough for Trump in trash-
ing the rule of law in America. So
while it may be tempting to cel-
ebrate her departure, her firing
bodes ill for the state of the US.
democracy. Whoever comes next
could likely be a bigger threat.

The one-time Florida AG was
narrowly confirmed as Trump's
second choice to lead the Depart-
ment of Justice (DO]) after it
became clear that his first pick.
the horrible Matt Gaetz, would not
make it through a confirmation
process even with a pliant Repub-
lican Senate filled with lackeys and
the weak-willed.

Bondi wasn't as outlandish as
Gaetz; her scandal was that she
was never a credible steward of
the impartial rule of law and this
nation’s potent law enforcement
apparatus, something she proved
many times over during her short
sojourn.

In the end, her greatest transgres-
sion in Trump's eyes was not that
she had scorn for the law, but in
fact that she was not able to violate
laws and norms and bend reality
exactly to his vision, and so she’s

out.

The things that Trump wants
often are cither impossible or at
the very least illegal, and he has no
understanding of or interest in the
reasons why.

Even as sycophantic of an attack
dog as Bondl was, she has not been
able to entirely reformulate Amer-
ican jurisprudence such that the
president gets to arrest his polit-
ical enemies, indefinitely occupy
politically oppositional cities, insti-
tute whatever economic policies
he likes, ignore court orders and

50 on.

Each of these efforts would tar-
nish a reputation, but if there is
one lasting legacy of Bondi's time
at the helm, it will be the Epstein
files.

Over the course of one year,
she went from claiming that the
Epstein client list was sitting on
her desk ready for release, to giving
right-wing infl s binders of

involvement in them sooner or lat-
er anyway, but history will remem-
ber what she did.

In the end, Bondi was rewarded
for her willingness to violate her
professional responsibilities and
oath of office with being uncere-
moniously shown the door, a pre-
dictable outcome in the context of
a president for whom loyalty only
ever runs one way.

We don't expect Todd Blanche,
the deputy AG and now acting
DOJ boss, to be any more com-
mitted to legal and constitutional
principles than Bondi has been.
But we do expect him to find, just
as she did, that it is rather diffi-
cult to single-handedly kneecap
2% centuries of relative jurispru-
dential institutional stability, espe-
cially through a department that's
losing attorneys and their expertise
left and right and angering even
conservative federal judges with its
defi as public support craters.

information that was already pub-
lic, to dismissing the entire fiasco
out of hand, to actively violating a
federal law requiring the files' full
airing,

Bondi kept saying that every-
thing has been published, but then
there is more.

This embarrassing about-face
and dynamiting of any integrity
she might have had left is unlikely
to matter in the grand scheme of
things, as we will all get to see the
files and the full extent of Trump's

The Senate should remember
that its advice and consent func-
tion is a serious exercise of its own
power, and never just a formality.

The prospect of confirmation
failure already derailed Gaetz; the
body should make clear that it will
not consider anyone, Blanche or
otherwise, that won't recommit to
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of that comeback In some ways, it

(Dthﬂ_oil was a statement, and in
that statement lies the blueprint for
what comes next.

Soo Kim 15 & former OA analyst and strategic risk
consultant. and the host of the YouTube channed
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What unfolded that
evening was not

simply staged —
il was managed.

By Mihir Sharma

South Asia has had three youth-
led revolts and three changes of
government — and still has three
countries with problems that hav-
en't changed a bit.

In February, Bangladesh’s elec-
torate gave Tarique Rahman,
exiled in London for 17 years, a
sweeping mandate; and in carly
March Nepalis voted overwhelm-
ingly for Balen Shah, previously a
rapper and mayor of Kathmandu.
Meanwhile, in Sri Lanka, the for-
mer Marxist-Leninist Anura Dis-
sanayake is just 18 months into his
tenure and is already facing mul-
tiple crises, including a crippling
shortage of fuel that has force his
government to institute a four-day
work week.

All took power after mass pro-
tests forced out their predecessors,
promising a clean break from the
old elite’s doth, incompetence and
corruption. And yet, as Sri Lan-
ka is discovering and the others
might, too, rupture is not replace-
ment Regime change is easier
than transforming states, and, in
the subcontinent, the old regime
never really leaves.

Dissanayake's appeal lay as a
clean break from the traditional
politicians Sri Lankans had target-

Gen Z revolts show
toppling leaders is just the start

Bangladesh Natonalist Party Crasman Tanque Rahman shows 2 wotory sign after addressing &

press conference in Dtuska on Feb. 14

in a process to amend
the constitution and constrain
executive power, as was agreed
last year.

Dissanayake, meanwhile, has
found that cutting sleaze isn't as
easy once in government, espe-
cially if you have made the mis-
take of blaming structural eco-
nomic problems, such as Sri
Lankas chronic balance of pay-
ments problems, on corruption.
The country’s anti-bribery com-
mission received just over 8400
complaints last year; it made 84
arrests. A conversion rate of | in
100 isn't great.

Institutional reform, indepen-

ed in what they call the Aragal

— Sinhalese for “struggle” — in
2022. In Bangladesh, the 15-year
rule of Sheikh Hasina came to an
end when student protesters ook
over the streets of Dhaka in the
summer of 2024, in what came
10 be known as the July Uprising.
And in Nepal, large-scale Gener-
ation Z protests six months ago
were sparked by a ban on social
media and coordinated on Dis-

dent regul and depoliticized
decision-making are the best anti-
dotes to corruption. But that isnt
on the agenda in Sri Lanka. The
anti-corruption investigators are
supposed to be independent, but
government ministers regularly
proclaim on their activities and
the commission’s head has com-
plained that the finance ministry
wants to control its fundmg, As

e, Di has

cord.

But this part of the world too
often confuses toppling leaders
with transforming states. Protests
promise an exciting new mor-
al order, but actual governance
requires boring competence: Reg-
ulatory reform, judicial indepen-
dence, checks on the executive.

In Bangladesh, Rahman’s return
isnlt even that much of a rupture
with the past: His father was a
military dictator and his mother

the rule of law, on the Epstein files prime minister. And we're already
and all else. seeing the consequences of that.
Legislators from his Bangladesh

rthmwnhmM
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Nationalist Party are refusing to

had © take headline-grabbing but
fundamentally unjustifiable steps

s

lic refations first, and postpone the
hard graft of institutional change.

This is an error. The longer the

gap between revolt on the city’s
streets and revolution in the cor-
ridors of power, the harder it is for
real change to take hold.

Insurgent governments have
a narrow window in which they
have genuine legitimacy: they
need to use that to transform
hidebound or sclerotic bureaucra-
cies. If they waste that on tempt-
ing headlines and political scores
instead, they may be reelected —
but they will never achieve what
they've promised.

This has happened in South
Asia before. In India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi rose to
power claiming to be an outsider,
after years of protest against a sup-
posedly corrupt government in
New Delhi. If he wanted to trans-
form the country, as he pledged,
he could have used that energy to
reinvent how government works
— for example, by replacing the
coddled bureaucracy that inde-
pendent India inherited from the
British to make it more account-
able.

But admini reform was

like arresting a former presid
Ranil W\ckremumghc‘ on what
one Indian politician described as
“petty -

The new government in Nepal
seems 1o be speed-running the
same script. Barely a day after it
took office, a former prime min-
ister, K. Sharma Oli, was arrest-
ed and detained. The new cabi-
net — presided over by Shah in
black sunglasses — has produced
a 100-point agenda for its first
weeks, but the chances are that it

way down his list of priorities
and, as a consequence, his gov-
emment has never quite lived up
to its initial promise. Too little
has changed in how the Indian
state operates. The subcontinent’s
insurgents will realize that win-
ning power is easy. What's hard

is wielding it without becoming
what they replaced.

Mihir Sharma is 8 Bloombery Opinion colum-
nist This article was published by Bloomberg

will work on e and pub-

Agency.
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Israel moves toward executing Palestinian children

nder Isracl’s new death
penalty law, Palestinian
children, like adults, could
find themselves facing the
gallows. This might take
some by surprise or even

be dismissed as an exaggeration. Sadly, it

is neither

The law, passed by Israel's Knesset on
March 30, mandates capital punishment
for Palestinians convicted of carrying
out deadly attacks. The legislation, often
referred to as the “Death Penalty for Terror-
ists” law, requires that executions be carried
out swiftly, within 90 days, while sharply
limiting avenues for appeal or commuta-
tion, according to human rights organiza-
tions including Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch,

Though the law itself does not explicitly
mention children, it does not exclude them
ecither, Knowing Israel’s treatment and legal
classification of Palestinian children, this
distinction is not minor — it is decisive,

Under Israels military court system,
Palestinian children as young as 12 are

Palestinian
children as young
as 12 are often
treated as adults
within a system
that offers few
safeguards

£
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prosecuted. They are often treated as
adults within a system that offers few
safeguards and operates with an extremely
high conviction rate.

Reports by Amnesty Intemational, Human

Rights Watch and other rights organiza-
tons describe consistent patterns of abuse
including night arvests, physical violence,
threats and psychological pressure. Many

children, these groups note, are interrogated

without adequate legal safeguards and in
conditions that facilitate coercion and the
extraction of confessions.

Under international law, children are
protected persons, entitled to special
safeguards under the Fourth Geneva
Convention and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child — both of which prohibit
crueld, inhuman or degrading treatment.

Not in Isyael, however — a state that has
consistently treated international kaw not as
bincling but as an obstacle to its political and
military ohjectives

¥or lsrael, Palestinian children are often
framed not as clvilians but as potential
Urreats. This framing represents o profound

Israel reinforces

latant contemnpt for Palestin-

ian life is a gold-star badge

of honor within this lsraeli

government — and not just

for the extreme right. Most

Israeli ministers have a re-
cond of genocidal comments not just about
Palestinians but also Lebanese and others.
So, Is it a surprise that the Knesset has
passed a death penalty law that specifically
targets Palestinians?

This law is the pet project of Ttamar
Ben-Gvir, the minister for national
security, and his racist acolytes, Ben-Gvir
celebrated the law with Champagne in
the Enesset. Even before the vote, he
posted chilling videos from Israeli prisons
showing the preparations for the hangings
he so clearly cherishes,

But this is not some extremist fetish. The
Enesset passed the legislation by 62 votes
10 48, Prime Minister Bengamin Netanvahuo

voted in favor. And it is not a product

of the post-October 2023 Isracli fury, as

it was included in the coalition agreement
four years ago.

Supporters argue that Israel is not the
only state 1o have the death penalty.

True, of course. But there is 4 monumental
difference between tils Israell law

and thase of every other state that has
legalized executions. What is so harbaric
about this legislation is that it targets one
group: Palestinlans.

This hardens the regime of apartheid that
Isracl operales against Palestinians, Their
lives are valued less than Jewish Israeli
lives and this is codified in law. Even in the
apartheid regime in South Africa, such a
law was never passed

Yet, as any Palestinian will tell you, lsrael
already has a policy of ¢xecution, just one
that is not enabled through the courts.
Israeli forces have for decades carried out
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assault on hasic humanity and fundamental
nights — one that goes even further than
the cynical language of “collateral damage™
by preemptively stripping children of their
civilian status,

Isracti officials have made such views
unmistrkably clear. This has often been
dhismissed as routine racism in Israeli
politics, It is not,

Since Oct. 7, 2023, Gaza's children have
been killed in staggering numbers: at least
21,289 children are among the more than
71,800 Palestinians killed, while 44,500-plus
have been wounded, according to UNICEFs
February 2026 update

1n the West Bank, the pattern persists,
with Palestinian children increasingly
killed during Israeli military raids and
settler violence

With this in mind, it should not be
surprising thit the death penalty law does
not exempid children from the borrific fate it
envisions for Palestinians who resist Israch
occupation.

The death penalty law is, therefore, about
something else: the prajection of power

extrajudicial executions of Palestinians as
& matter of state policy. Increasingly, these
are no longer even targeted. In Gaza, the
targeting policy permitted the killing of
300 Palestinians as collateral damagy:

Settlers in the West Bank killed six Pales-
tinians in the first three weeks of March,
according to the UN. The chances of any of
the perpetrators being arvested and put on
trial are close to zero. They certainly wonld
not face the death penalty under this law.
Last month, 30 US senators demanded ina
letter that President Donald Trump insist
on an independent investigation into the
February killing by settlers of a Palestinian
American, the ninth US citizen killed in the
West Bank since 2022,

The Israeli death penalty law &s
being challenged at the Supreme Court,
Israeli human rights organizations are
pushing this, but the only other opposi-
tion within the country is from the

But within this projection of power lies a
deadly consequence: many poople stand to
be killed — including children.

Though some volces in the international
community have spoken out against the
law, these reactions have been limited
and quickly overshadowed by other
developments.

Without sustained pressure, Israel has
no reason to refrain from carrying out
executions — decisions that will be made
by military courts that lack even the most
basic standards of faitness or adherence to
international law,

Once this is normalized, the threshold
will shift again. And children will inevitably
be drawn into it

Isracl has already normalized practices
once deemed unthinkable. IF it normalizes
the execution of children, it will crossa
threshokd not even many colondal regimes
openly breached.

There must be a limit — becawse its contin
uation will not only devastate Falestinians
bt reverberate far beyond, eroding the
most basic protections of human life itself,

o
As any Palestinian
will tell you, Israel
already has a policy
ol execution, just
one thatis not
enabled through
the courts

its image as a pariah state

ever-more-impotent left,

How has this gone down regionally and
internationally? Palestinians went on a
general strike in the West Bank. They have
few options, Pakistan, Turkiye, Egypt,
Indonesia, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE issued a joint statement, as did six
Western states

The case for sanctioning the sponsors
of this law is watertight. But spines are
in short supply among European leaders
when it comes to Israel.

Will this change how the world
views Israel? Its reputation has already
plummeted over the last two years, Will
European leaders desist from referring to
having shared values with Israel or from
billing it as a democracy that adheres 1o the
rule of law? Its reckless war against ran
reinforoes tsrael’s image as a pariah state,
The death penalty for Palestinians shows it
is both rogue and racist
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The Iranian carpet of embers
GHASSAN CHARBEL

his was years ago, Com- revolution? The change that took place and that Baghdad would stop backing the the greatest gift with the overthrow of

mander of the Quds Force impacted a country that, even under the opponents of the shah that it was hosting, Saddam's regime by the American army. The

Gen. Qussem Solelmant was  shah, did not hide its ambition to play an At one point, [ragi intelligence proposed Iranian carpet of five flowed nto Irag.

frank and ad. Hetold  influential role in the reglon, with some 10 Saddam Hussein the {on of The Iranian leadership concluded from its

his visitors that the "Ameri-  circles even speaking of Iran “policing™ the EKhomeini in Iraq and blaming it on the war with Iraq that it needed to keep conflict

can troops had no choice area. The Khomeinist revolution was born shah. Sadd hocked them by responcis away from its territories and build walls to
but to leave Iraq. Baghdad was on fire in a sensitive part of the world and a region “Don't those people know that Irag docsnot — protect iiself inside Arab countries. And so,

under their boots, just like a carpet made
of fire, Thelr withdrawnl will damage their
image and reputation. The Americans must
feel that they are walking on fire anywhere
they go in the Middle East”

that oil wells and straits run through.

Before the world grew preoccupled with
talk about Iran's nuclear program, it was
preoccupied with talk about the embers
of the revolution, From s very incep-

Soleimani was s tion, the revolution
turning into reality “ promoted a blunt
not just the dream of project of “champi-
Ali Khamenei but that The revolution acted oning the weak™
of founding Supreme as though the Iranian and “exporting the
Leader Rubollah borders were too tight for  evolution” isoon
Khomeini to oust enshrined this dream
the Americans from 1S amibitions —nevermind | 00 L
the Middle East asa that Iran is a vast country  The revolution acted
precursor to isolating, as though the Iranian

kening and then d ying Isracl. borders were too tight for its ambitions —

Trecalled the tale of the carpet of fire
as Fwatched the American and Iscaeli
bombs rain down on Iran, while the katter
fired at nonmilitary targets in the Gulf
countries and Jordan. Has America chosen
o go to war in response to Iran’s policy of
expanding thy carpet of fire that sought to
control capitals, maps and straits?

Is it too much to say that the Arab workd
has, since 1974, been enduring the reper-
cussions of the embers of the lranian

never mind that Iran is a vast country.
Early on, Khomeini dreamed of expel-
ling America from the region. Even duriong
his days in Najaf, his ambitions were too
grand to contain. And they hecame difficult
to deal with after Iraq signed an agree-
ment with the shah in Algeria in 1975 that
openly said that neither side would support
the opposition in their countries, This
meant that the shah would stop backing
the Rurdish revolution in northern Lrag
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assassinate its guests™

Some believed that the [rag-Tran war
prevented the flow of Iranian embers in the
region. Iran, however, took advantage of
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and,

Soleimani started to plan and surround the
region with small raming armies. Then
emerged Dacsh and the so-called Arab
Spring and maps were shaken to the core,
including Yemen, which would also feel the

with Hafez Assad's - = Trandan embers and withess
approval, sponsored ‘O the birth of the Houthi player.
the birth of the The militias assumed
Lebanese Hezbollah TN 2003, Iranreceived e role of expanding the
in what was seen as the greatest gift with  Iranian carpet of embers
the: first success of its the overthrow of and moving it to new magps,
operation to export the Tran expanded its ambitions,
revolution. Saddam’s regime by from uranium enrichment
The Iranian carpet the Americanarmy o extending the range of
of embers played its missiles and growing the
its role in Lebanon, from bombing the ls of its proxies.
US Marine headquarters and American Trump decided to return the Irankan

o sl
The carpet grew and developed deep roots,
and southern Lebanon transformed into an
Iranian-lsraeli front.

‘There is not enough space here to
list everything that happened., but Iran
benefited greatly from Saddam's reckless:
ness when his forces invaded Kuwait. The
region and world became preoccupled with
the threat from Irag, In 2000, Iran recelved

embers back to the map they came from.
The question here is will this war cool the
embers or deepen the wounded supreme
leaders convietion that the survival of the
revolution hinges on the ability to produce
and distribute these embers?

Trump has said that time is running out
and that hell awaits with a hail of burning
embers. This is a decisive battle in the
Middle East,

Fraud by Somali immigrants now a political football

s very rare that an bssue of fraud
I 50 closely linked with one ethnic
group, as it has been in Minnesota
in a scandal involving the nation's
largest concentration of Somali im-
migrants.
Government and elected officials

have complained that fraud by Somali

immigrants accounts for the thefl or misuse

of state and lederal funding totaling some

$0 billion. That huge number represents

American taxpayers of all political
persuasions have been impacted and state
and federal resources are at risk, as is the
Integrity of many state and government
programs intended to help those in need.

Allowing the fraud to continue without a
nonpartisan alliance to bring it to a halt will
anly result in more fraud and more losses
10 taxpayers.

The alleged fraud is so great, in fact,
that Tramp has directed Vice President

only what is known, as the depth of the JD. Vanee to establish a task force to
fraud uncovered so far eliminate the problem.
may only be the tip of =Y Asof March 20, 63
the icebery, convictions have been
Because of the power Republicans have obtained by the prose-
of Rep. Thhan Omar's argued that the cutors in this case,
office and the influence fraud has spiraled The fraud accusations
elected Democrats = are rampant and cover
have in Minnesota, outof control under numerous business
from the governors Democrats in Minnesota  categories, from child
office to the office of the and senfor care to food
state attorney general, programs and post-

Democrats have been pushing back against
calls by President Donald Trump and the
Republican Party to pursue the Somali
fraud accusations.

Republicans have argued that the
fraud has spiraled out of control under
Demacrats in Minnesota and more needs to
be done.

But this is not something that shoukd
be ignored or spun into & political battle
between Democrats and Republicans.

COVID-19 government relief funding.

In January, the Department of Homeland
Security launched a program called
“Operation PARRIS” (Post-Admissi
Refugee Reverification and Integrity
Strengthening), which primarily targets
legally admitted refugees in Mi
for “re i " of their i i
stalus.

Previously, Trump, who has addressed
the issue repeatedly during the past year,
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showcased fraud in Minnesota as the basis
for ding the g Sresp
Trump ordered the Department of
Tmmigration and Customs Enforcement to
enter Minnesota (o target "illegal aliens” —
immigrants who entered the country and

economy, driven by the growing
cost of war.

Trump last week announced he was
requesting an increase of mote than #0
percent in government spending on
the military, or more than $600 billion,

established their residencies illegally. bringing the total to $1.5 trillion.
The number of cases of fraud justify a The president has also proposed ending
national approach to the problem, federal support of healtheare through
The Somali i lation in Medicare and Medicaid, shifting it to

Minnesota has become the Emm of the
federal erackdown, OF the 98 people

taxpayers at the state level instead —a
dramatic shock for many Americans.

charged in connection While a spotlight
with fraud involving .‘6 has been placed on the
{ood for the poor in fraud in Minnesota by
Minnesota, 85 were The politicizationof  the White House, it
identified as Somall the fraud only Serves requires the political
Americans, indicating a N powers in Minne-
significant representa- to dd” Jl“d" " block sota, who are mostly
tion in these cases and investigations and Democrats, to take the
prompting a focus on protect the criminals  ssue serously and
“Somali fraud” pursue prosecutions,
The fraud itsell is But as long as the
athreat to the integrity of protecting public’s s fi don ioni

American taxpayers and the polith {
of the fraud only serves 1o delay justice,
block investigations and protect the
criminals.

The evidence of fraud continues to grow,
with no real end in sight, mainly because it
his become a political football.

Americans are casily distracted from
issues like the Minnesota fraud as they
are more concerned about the worsening

the war In Tran and America’s support
of Israel’s military expanstons, at a great
cost to the US economy, it should not be a
surprise that the issue of fraud carried out
by Somali immigrants is not getting the
attention it deserves.

The longer the Issue remains a point
of political conflict, the worse the fraud
will become and the more the losses 1o
American taxpayers will increase.

—————
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Ending the dream of remote-controlled war
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and drone footage of their targets
Alls Maf? Gustafson allows them to adjust course and
significant Justin Kosslyn speed based on live inputs.
" AL is also delivering better battle-
targeting field intelligence from a distance than
improvements soldiers deployed in the field could

aren’t enough
to overcome
geography

in Iran.

In Washington, planning for a war
with Iran always started with the
same stubborn reality: It would be
hard to fight and even harder to win.
The country is vast and mountainous.
Much of its military infrastructure is
buried in caves and bunkers. Any
serious plan to neutralize Iran’s nucle-
ar ambitions or topple the regime
quickly arrived at the same conclusion
— that success required ground forces
and would result in American casu-
alties.

Then came machine learning and
artificial intelligence, and with them,
the seductive idea that America might
finally be able to fight a major adver-
sary indefinitely without sending its
citizens into the line of fire.

The promise is not mere fantasy.
AL, fused with increasingly precise
weapons and blanket surveillance, has
transformed what the U.S. military
can do from a distance. The accuracy
and speed with which American forces
can now find and destroy enemies
with potentially fewer U.S. and civilian
casualties are a major advance in the
nuts and bolts of warfare. As Adm.
Brad Cooper, the commander of U.S.
Central Command who is leading the
war with Iran, said on March 11, A.I.
tools can turn targeting processes that
“used to take hours and sometimes
even days into seconds.”

Yet for all the increased speed and
accuracy of A.L-assisted targeting, the
war is showing that the physical world
still imposes major barriers to victory.
The scale and dispersion of Iranian
drones are more than A.1. alone can
overcome. Short-range missiles, espe-
cially on mobile launchers, can sur-
vive even in a world of constant blan-
ket surveillance. If planners had
dreams of a final victory for remote-
controlled warfare, in Iran they have
awakened to a harder reality.

The changes technology has
brought to warfare in a single genera-
tion are genuinely striking. On one
occasion several years before Sept. 11,
2001, for example, the United States
used satellite-phone data to target
Osama bin Laden at a camp he was
expected to visit in eastern Afghani-
stan, as Lawrence Wright reported in
his book “The Looming Tower.” By the
time the Tomahawk missiles were
fired, however, bin Laden had made
new plans; in the end, he never ap-
peared at the site the United States
struck. Today, as missiles and drones
take off toward Iran, real-time satellite

have done just a few years ago. Right
now, U.S. drones are blanketing Iran,
collecting video and images and inter-
cepting signals, transmitting all of
them to warships in the Persian Gulf.
That data can be cross-referenced with
people via their phone numbers, the
transcripts of their communications
and the places they recently visited.
All of this informs strike decisions.

In remote areas of Iran, where mis-
siles and drones are hidden in under-
ground bunkers, A.L can study
changes to the soil, thermal signa-
tures, the appearance of new construc-
tion, and vehicular patterns in search
of possible launch sites. When Iranian
fighters exit bunkers to fire missiles or
drones, surveillance drones can iden-
tify them as a threat, sending a signal
to nearby ships or planes to fire before
the munition is launched.

These capabilities have been dis-
cussed in public, including last year by
Vice Adm. Frank Whitworth, then chief
of the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency, and during the current Iran
conflict by Cameron Stanley, the Pen-
tagon’s chief digital and artificial intel-
ligence officer.

Used to create detailed A.L-generat-
ed targeting packages, these capabili-
ties could have given decision makers
the impression of a low-risk, quick-turn
war with [ran. The further into the
conflict the United States gets, howev-
er, the more it seems that hope has
been a mirage.

Iran is larger than France, Germany,
Britain and Italy combined, and drones
are hard to find even when you know
where to look. Their launch does not
emit a detectable explosion like a
missile, and they are smaller and
easier to conceal. Iran’s Shahed drones
can even be launched from the back of
a pickup truck. There are simply too
many trucks in Iran, spread across too
large an area, for automated surveil-
lance and precision strikes to find and
destroy every target before it takes
flight.

Short-range ballistic missiles have
also proved harder to counter than the
long-range ones that dominated Is-
rael’s and Iran’s 12-day war last year.
Most of the missiles that Iran has fired
this year have been short-range weap-
ons aimed at Gulf countries. These are
more mobile and smaller, with shorter
flight paths, which means that the
United States has less time to collect
data and respond. Short-range missiles
are also easier to disperse and so, like

drones, are harder to track down and
strike,

For all the advantages of A.L-en-
abled targeting, it has not eliminated
civilian casualties. The Pentagon has
attributed the mistaken targeting of a
school in southern Iran, where at least
175 people died, most of them children,
to outdated intelligence. A government
investigation is underway, but the
episode shows that AL has not solved

.
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the fundamental challenge of prevent-
ing civilian deaths in a dense, con-
tested environment.

That shortcoming is especially
worrying now, as the administration
considers deploying ground forces into
Iran. The limits of A.1. warfare will
most likely only become clearer if
troops fight Iranian adversaries up
close. One thing is already clear: A.l's
impressive capabilities have made it

easier to start a war, but they have not
yet been enough to win one.

MARC GUSTAFSON was the former chief of
intelligence at the White House, head of
the Situation Room and a C.LA. officer.
He is a senior director of analysis at
Eurasia Group. JUSTIN KOSSLYN was a
director of product management at
Google and is a special adviser at Eur-
asia Group.

'Trump may be turning Iran into another North Korea

That would

war crime, and (b) Iran’s response to

enrichment but did not authorize

such attacks could be counterstrikes taking the next step by making nucle-
mean a state on oil and gas infrastructure and de- ar weapons. That’s apparently because
thskis yun salination plants around the region? he wanted to avoid the sanctions and

less by clerics
and more by

After having started the war that led
to the effective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, Trump is now framing its

isolation that North Korea had suf-
fered.
But the new leadership may view

fal h Nlcholas Krlstof reopening as a task for other nations. that restraint as a historic mistake and
generals, who “We’re not going to have anything to prefer the North Korea model: Iran’s
seem even do with it,” he said at one point. He uranium enrichment led to sanctions
more repres- also adviseg glher countries: “Go get and war anyway, without the deter-

F your own oil. rence and grudging respect that come
sive and de- The United States has a long history of If Trump leaves Iran controlling the with an actual nuclear armory. Nobody
termined to bungling Iran. Strait of Hormuz, charging hefty tolls messes with North Korea.
get nuclear On New Year's Eve 1977, President and barring the passage of ships Indeed, some of those same Ameri-

Jimmy Carter hailed Iran as “anisland  linked to the United States or its mili- can intelligence officials also con-
‘weapons. of stability” and toasted the shah for tary partners, he will have signifi- cluded last year that “Iranian leaders

the “love which your people give to
you.” Just over a week later, mass
protests began that eventually forced
out the despised shah.

The American ambassador, William
Sullivan, suggested in 1978 that Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, the brutal
architect of the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, might play a “Gandhi-like posi-
tion.” Andrew Young, the U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations, suggested
in early 1979 that Khomeini would “be
somewhat of a saint.”

Now, once again, we've botched our
‘way into an Iran cul-de-sac, and in the
process we appear to have inadver-
tently strengthened the most danger-
ous and extreme forces in that country.
President Trump is right that we have
significantly degraded Iran’s air force,
navy and missile systems — but con-
versely Iran has gained leverage by
controlling passage through the Strait
of Hormuz. So one bizarre result of the
war is that Iran is now earning almost
twice as much per day in oil revenue
as it was before the war, partly be-
cause of higher oil prices, according to
The Economist.

It’s healthy that President Trump is
talking about wrapping up his war in
Iran: “We will be leaving very soon,”
Trump said. The problem is that while
President Trump could start the war,
he can't end it on his own; Iran has a
vote on that.

Trump is now blustering less about
seizing Kharg Island, but he still pre-
serves options for reckless escalation
and indulges in bombast about bomb-
ing Iran “back to the Stone Ages.”
Does Trump understand that (a) tar-
geting civilian infrastructure is likely a

cantly set back the global economy,
weakened the United States and
strengthened Iran. And American
ships will remain stuck, unable to
leave.

Iran could earn $500 billion over
about four years just in tolls charged to
passing ships, Reuters estimated. If
that sum were allocated for weaponry,
Iran would have one of the five biggest
military budgets in the world.

“This war, in general terms, I think
it's an operational success but a huge
strategic failure,” said Danny Citrinow-
icz, formerly a longtime Iran analyst
for Israel’s military intelligence
agency.

Perhaps the most apt description of
‘Trump’s policy toward Iran is an “inco-
herent maze” — a phrase Pete Hegseth
applied in 2016 to Barack Obama’s
foreign policy. Lost in his own laby-
rinth, Trump granted ions relief

to Iran even as he bombed it, and
careened from threatening war crimes
unless Iran opened the strait to sug-
gesting that the strait wasn't our con-
cern.

One fundamental misstep may have
been the strategy of killing the su-
preme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
adeeply ian,

that if the supreme leader had died

naturally, his hard-line son, Mojtaba,

‘would have had little chance of suc-

ceeding him. Instead, the successor

might have been someone like Hassan
ini or Hassan Rouhani, both

along with a top security aide, Ali
Larijani. Both men, while responsible
for innumerable deaths, also counted
within the Iranian system as relatively
pragmatic and cautious; their replace-
ments appear more aggressive.
“Definitely we got a change in the
regime, like Trump said, but a very,
very bad change in the regime,” Citri-
nowicz said. He described the killing of
Khamenei as “a major mistake,” saying

perceived as somewhat more open to
change.

As Vali Nasr, an Iran expert at Johns
Hopkins University, told me: “We
essentially removed all the people who
were still a restraint on the system and
replaced them with the most hawkish
people.”

The new leadership is weighted
toward the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps, so we may see Iran

were likely to shift toward producing a
bomb if the American military at-
tacked the Iranian uranium enrich-
ment site Fordo or if Israel killed Iran’s
supreme leader;” as The Times put it at
the time. Trump and his Israeli coun-
terpart, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, did both.

“Iran can never be trusted with
nuclear weapons,” Trump said last
‘Wednesday, but he offered no plan to
prevent that disastrous outcome, just
as he offered no plan to reopen the
strait (“It’ll just open up naturally,” he
claimed). Any commando mission to
try to recover enriched uranium from
underneath rubble in Iran would be a
reckless gamble with American lives.

Perhaps the biggest losers are ordi-
nary Iranians. It was their pro-democ-
racy protests in January, and the mas-
sacres that followed, that indirectly led
to this crisis — and they now endure

evolving in an even more militaristic
direction. That's my fear: We've put
Iran on a path to become another
North Korea.

That would mean a state that is run
less by clerics and more by generals,
who seem even more repressive and
determined to get nuclear weapons. If
‘Trump walks away from this war
without a peace deal — thus without
nuclear inspections and limits on
uranium enrichment — [ worry that
Iran will acquire nuclear weapons over
the next five years.

American intelligence officials as-
sessed last year that the previous
supreme leader supported uranium

greater in a bombed-out
country as they mourn innocent war
victims who include schoolgirls and
volleyball players. In one sign of
broadening repression, family mem-
bers of a heroic human rights lawyer,
Nasrin Sotoudeh, say she was arrested
last week and taken to an unknown
location.

The least bad option to end this war
is to try to negotiate a peace deal with
Iran, using as a basis the constructive
five-point peace plan that China and
Pakistan have put forward. But Iran
appears to believe it has the upper
hand, and negotiations will be difficult.

As I watch this war, my mind goes to
an old proverb: A fool may throw a
stone in a well, but 100 wise men can-
not remove it.
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Trump needs smarter sycophants

Ross Douthat

[ couldn’t have imagined
this new and exciting ‘Cats’

Betty Buckley

went nuts! People were singing along.
As I watched this new iteration of
“Cats,” I thought it was more than a
re:magmmg By intertwining two

'y traditions that were

In 1982, I walked onto a Broadway
stage in the premiere of “Cats™ as
Grizabella, a faded glamour cat lit by a
single shaft of moonlight, and I sang
about memory. We in the cast knew we
were part of something exciting.
Something great even. We didn’t know
yet that we were stepping into a cul-
tural phenomenon.

What's easy to forget is how singu-
lar “Cats” felt when it first arrived on
Broadway. It was an Andrew Lloyd
‘Webber musical built from T.S. Eliot’s
poetry with no plot to speak of. The
evening unfolded less like a story than
a ceremony — a tribe introducing
itself one by one through music, dance
and character, until a single cat would
be chosen to begin a new life. It was
extravagant, mysterious — a kind of
pageant.

A few miles uptown, unknown to
many sitting in the Broadway audi-
ence, another fantastically costumed
ritualistic form of pageantry was
underway known as ballroom. It's
where the competitive dance form
called “voguing” was first developed.

Members of the Black and Latino
L.G.B.T.Q. communities built a daz-
zling cultural world entirely their own.
They grouped themselves into chosen
— families called
Houses and com-

A_queef o peted against one
relmaglnutg another in elaborate
of the musical categories. At balls,
showed me style, movement and
something identity were cele-
about the brated with fearless
show I never invention. In those
expected. years, even as the

AIDS epidemic tore

through those com-

munities, ballroom
became an act of care, of survival and
of insisting on joy in the middle of
devastation. It was theater in its
purest form: performance as self-
creation.

These two forms of pageantry trav-
eled very different paths. “Cats”
stepped immediately into the main-
stream spotlight and became, for
many years, the longest-running show
in Broadway history and a must-see
for generations of visitors to the city.
The balls lived on in a parallel world,
outside the tourism spotlight, sus-
tained by the community that created
them and the dreams of all those who
watched and competed. The reasons
aren’t complicated: The most vital
expressions of Black and Latino queer
culture simply weren’t welcome in the
mainstream spaces where American
entertainment took place. The artistry
was always there. It just wasn’t being
letin.

I first saw a new production titled
“Cats: The Jellicle Ball” at the Perel-
man Performing Arts Center in New
York in 2024 at the invitation of a
friend. I had never myself been to a
ball, and [ knew little about ballroom
culture. My exposure, as for many
people, was through the documentary
“Paris Is Burning,” the music video for
Madonna’s “Vogue,” and later, the
television series “Pose.”

From the first moment, the audience

A scene from “Cats: The Jellicle Ball” on

blooming in the same city at nearly
the same moment, “Jellicle Ball” re-
vealed something to me about New
York as a crucible of self-expression in
all its forms.

Broadway grows and stays relevant
when it listens to the culture outside.
It has the power to introduce new
audiences to forms of expression they
knew nothing about, and to provide
stages for performers who deserve the
spotlight. Jazz, hip-hop, mambo — all
these forms have found their way to
the midtown stage.

But that journey is rarely smooth
and rarely fast, and the terms on
which it happens matter enormously.

also has the ibilil
to recognize the creators and innova-
tors of those forms — and too often the
industry has borrowed from underrep-
resented communities and neglected
to credit the source.

I'm pleased to see “Cats: The Jelli-
cle Ball” bringing the architects of
ballroom into the room itself —
whether it’s Leiomy Maldonado, who
helped define the modern vocabulary
of voguing, or Junior LaBeija, a legend
in ballroom culture, or Chasity Moore,
who steps into the role of Grizabella
that I played more than 40 years ago.
‘When Grizabella made her first ap-
pearance onstage, I felt protective of
the character. I needn’t have. As her
journey in the show unfolded, Ms.
Moore brought a beautiful, dynamic
and resilient Grizabella to life.

The more I sit with the show, the
more inevitable the connection be-
tween ballroom and Broadway seems.
“Cats” has always been a ballroom:
Distinct personalities enter the floor,
presenting their style and story, and a
community watches to see who com-
mands the room. This new production
doesn’t impose anything foreign onto
the musical. For me, it illuminates
what was aiways there.

TI've also spent a long time with the
song “Memory”” 1 sang it at the Tony
Awards in 1983, and I sang it at The
Saint, a gay club in the East Village. At
the song’s core is a simple plea of
longing to be seen again — to be rec-
ognized and to be welcomed back into
the circle. It is Grizabella, after all,
who is chosen for the evening’s high-
est honor at the ball. It is Grizabella,
the pariah cat who was neglected, cast
out and left to fade at the margins of
society, who in the end, is truly seen
and celebrated. She reclaims her

Kristi Noem is gone. Pam Bondi is out.
If there’s going to be a fall guy for
America’s ill-starred regime-change
operation in Iran, it’s likely to be Pete
Hegseth, whose prewar overconfidence
is being highlighted in hostile leaks
from inside the Trump administration,
emphasizing how he was “caught off
guard” (never a good look!) by the
scale and boldness of the Iranian re-
sponse.

The former secretary of homeland

security, the jettisoned attorney general

and the embattled secretary of defense
have often seemed like President
Trump’s ideal cabinet officials: selected
for televisual looks and energy, lacking
any political constituency apart from
Trump himself, serving without qualm
as pure conduits of his will. So their
struggles offer a lesson for Republicans
contemplating service in this adminis-
tration’s 33 (but who's counting?)
remaining months: What Trump ap-
pears to want and what he actually
wants are not exactly the same thing.

The seeming desire of the president
is for loyalty, sycophancy and TV-ready
swagger. He wants to turn on Fox
News and see his top officials perform-
ing like reality-show characters in the
drama of his administration. He wants
to sit in a cabinet meeting and listen to
alitany of his accomplishments. He
wants the decisions made in the West
Wing or at Mar-a-Lago to be simply
rubber-stamped in his departmental
fiefs.

He wants all that, but at the same
time he also wants victory rather than
defeat, and he definitely doesn’t want
embarrassment. His metrics for suc-

That's the position Noem found
herself in after the immigration en-
forcement debacle i in aneapulls The
fact that the

oown the failure, not him.
Contrast this pattern with that of the
cabinet officials whose jobs seem

Tim Walz's state and Ilhan Omar’s clly
was almost certainly what the presi-
dent wanted earned the former South
Dakota governor no political protection
—— afteritallwent

wrong.
:;:::‘gl:‘: e.:y s alsq the posi-
far with this tion Bondi found
W herself in after doing
president. the president’s bid-
ding with the Ep-
stein files and vari-
ous The un-

cess are unusual by normal presid

tial standards: He has a high tolerance
for unpopularity, to put it mildly, and a
remarkable shamelessness around
corruption. But there is a point at
which, even inside his cocoon, Trump
senses that things aren’t going well for
him. And then sycophancy doesn’t
work, and it doesn’t matter if you were
acting on his orders; you will be pun-
ished for that unsuccessful service just
as surely as if you'd tried to thwart his
aims.

popularity of the former and the court-
room losses of the latter transformed
her from sycophant to scapegoat, even
though at every step she was express-
ing Trump’s own wishes.

Likewise, when Hegseth reportedly
told the president “let’s do it” in the
run-up to the war, he was merely being
an enthusiastic yes man for a bellicose
boss. But there’s no reward for being a
loyalist if Trump’s grand plans don't
actually work out: In that case, you

safe, like Scott Bessent and
Marco Rubio. They, too, go along with
the president in public without com-
plaint or cavil. But then they find ways
to manage his preferences, whether in
trade policy or Russia-Ukraine diplo-
macy, such that the results are Trumpy
enough to satisfy the boss but aren't a
blind expression of his whims. The fact
that they have political capital while
the pure sycophants flail implies that
Trump's revealed preference is for a
version of that balance, not the more
slavish alternative.

‘What might a more successful bal-
ancing act have looked like for an
attorney general, defense secretary or
homeland security chief? For all the
talk about how Bondi tried to do every-
thing Trump asked, it might be that
she didn’t need to prosecute a string of
the boss’s perceived enemies to stay in
his good graces; she just needed a
clear lawfare victory somewhere.

Likewise, Hegseth, if he had the
sense God gave a goose, could have

DAMC WINTER/THE NEW TORK TIMES

tried to steer Trump to a purely mili-
tary campaign against Iran — bombs
and missiles without the strikes that
targeted its leaders — satisfying the
president’s hawkish impulse without
putting the Iranian regime’s back
against the wall.

As for Noem, well, maybe her own
self-dealing and limelight thirst would
have doomed her anyway, butina
timeline where the Minneapolis opera-
tion was condensed toa few theatrical
raids rather than a near-occupation of
an American city, she might still be
starring in homeland security infomer-
cials.

These alternate scenarios are im-
plausible, of course, because they
envision hacks and yes women sud-
denly discovering a different set of
capabilities. But if there is to be any
improvement at all across the (did I
mention this number yet?) 33 months
of Trumpism ahead of us, it can only
come from officials able to learn some-
thing from their failures and give the
president a taste of what he wants, at
adose the country and the world find
easier to take.

How the president can still win this conflict

BOLTON, FROM PAGE 1
address to the nation last week funda-
mentally changed that posture. But Mr.
Trump cannot blithely declare victory if
reality says otherwise. Evento try
would shatter America’s credibility.
The place for negotiation here is with
Beijing, not Tehran. While Iran has
allowed some Chinese ships to go
through the strait, President Xi Jinping
remains the customer with the most to
loseif no Iranian oil leaves the Gulf, and
Mr. Trump believes their personal
relations are excellent. Mr. Trump
should tell Mr. Xi to pressure the clerics
to back off the strait, or China will not
receive another barrel of oil from any
Gulf state. (Thanks todecisions by this

dignity, earns her and
takes center stage.

1t’s fitting to me that she be cele-
brated again at “Cats: The Jellicle
Ball.” This time, performers long kept
at the margins can step into the spot-
light, not as ornament, but as a force
reshaping the stage itself.

BETTY BUCKLEY has performed in, among
other shows, “Sunset Boulevard,” “Tri-
umph of Love” and “The Mystery of
Edwin Drood” on Broadway and in the
films “Carrie” and “Tender Mercies.” In
the Broadway production of “Cats,” she
originated the role of Grizabella, for
which she won the Tony Award for best
featured actress in a musical in 1983.

CHANTAL REGNAULY

This

, when Iran’s own oil
transits the strait, it is earning income
to wage war against U.S. service mem-
bers. What sense does that make?)
Sanctions should be restored against
all Iranian oil sales to increase pressure
on China and others, including Russia,
to call for the end of this regime. This is
the moment toact, with both the Saudis
and the Emiratis effectively advocating
regime change in Tehran. The chief
negotiator with Mr. Xishould be the
secretary of state, not the vice presi-
dent or outside volunteers.

Mr. Trump should have found it
comparatively easy to align the posi-
tions of the Persian Gulf Arab states in
order to articulate to European and
major Asian buyers of Gulf oil (such as
India, Japan and South Korea) why this
war is also their war. One way to min-
imize European irritation with Mr.
Trump would be for them to hear di-
rectly from Gulf oil producers such as
Saudi Arabiaand the United Arab
Emirates about why their cooperation
is critical, especially amid signs that
these countries are urging Mr. Trump
to push ahead withregime change in
Iran.

While Mr. Trump makes clear that
Beijing must pressure Iran to step
aside to open Gulf traffic, he should also
tell China and Russia to cease any
assistance they are currently providing
to the clerics. If they fail to respond, our
support for Ukraine and Taiwan should
increase, hard as that may be for Mr.
Trump to swallow.

America’s efforts to restore interna-
tional maritime traffic — because no,
the strait won’t reopen naturally —
must work in parallel with regime.
change. The oil-producing Arab states
have long argued that destroying Iran’s
oil facilities, to name one threat that the
Umled States has already made, would

com-

bines the competitive dance form called “voguing” into the 1980s musical “Cats.”

their own infra-
structure. Since their assetsare al-

ready under attack, Mr. Trump should
urge that incapacitating Iran’s oil
facilitiesis the only sensible way for-
ward, as he did in his address to the
country last Wednesday. If the Arab
states have analternative, let’s hear
what they suggest.

Military efforts to destroy Tehran's
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of drones, fast-attack boats and anti-
ship missiles must accelerate as fast as
logistically possible. There is no need
to occupy Kharg Island. Far better
instead to blockade the strait and allow
no Iranian oil out until all Gulf oil can
transit safely as well. If American
combat forces entering the region can
help open the strait by controlling
territory on Iran’s side, acknowledging
the inevitable risks, that would be more
sensible strategically.

There s surely more to do to “obliter-
ate”—touse Mr. Trump's word — Iran’s
nuclear weapons

Every munition and ballistic mis-

7 sile programs and
falling on Iran production capa-
underwores. bilities. Iran’s
that the regime  heayy-water
cannot defend production pro-
itself. gram at Arak was

hitonlyinlate

March, along with
auranium processing facility at Ar-
dakan. Other priorities may well have
been deemed more important, but the
delay in reaching these critical facili-
ties shows just how much effort is
required to destroy what is indisput-
ably Iran’s biggest threat, its nuclear
program.

Every additional munition falling on
Iran underscores that the regime
cannot defend itself. As this reality
grows ever clearer in the minds of
Iran’s citizens, 5o, too, does the inevita-
ble conclusion that the regime’s days
are numbered.

America’s strength and leverage
over events in [ran are growing, not
diminishing, and that strongly argues
for maintaining a strategic perspective
rather than

cially searching for nuclear manufac-
turing sites and storage facilities we
have missed to date. Ongoing military
attacks are the best way to continue to
thoroughly destabilize the regime,
allowing Iran’s ition and poten-

INTERMITTENT AND CHEUNGHYO, VIAGETTY IMAGES

the Tehran regime, seeking autonomy
orindependence.

One way for Mr. Trump to dramatize
efforts toaid Iran’s people would be to
namea special representative to the
one who would signal U.S.

tial defectors to exploit its crumbling
authority and, with persistence and
some luck, eventually collapseit.
Removing Iran's enriched uranium,
and removing or destroying critical
equipment and other elements of its
nuclear weapons program, will be
necessary at some point, but not imme-
diately, given current circumstances.
‘We cannot make regime change
happen onour own. U.S. assistance to
Iran’s ition is even more critical

economic or political pressures, not-
withstanding the loss of two American
planes on Friday. Mr. Trump should
continue destroying Iran’s instruments
of state power, primarily the Revolu-
tionary Guards Corps and its subsid-
iaries that threaten America and its
allies (the Quds Force) and the Iranian

now than before. The clerics’ rule is
enormously unpopular, but the opposi-
tion is not well organized. Iran’s eco-
nomic situation is grim. Its young
people know they can have a different
way of life, and yearn for it. Sparked by
the killing of Mahsa Amini over three

b

lve against the clerics, as iden
George H.W. Bush did in 1989 when he
named Peter Tomsen the special envoy
to Afghanistan with the rank of ambas-
sador, backing Afghanrebels.

Arming, financing and helping to
organize the opposition would empower
Iranians to have a more forceful rolein
their future. Washington need not favor
a particular opposition faction or indi-
vidual. Whorulesin Iran after the cler-
ics depart should be determined then,
not now.

These suggestions may be difficult for
Mr. Trump and some of his supporters to
swallow. But they come from the need
for the United States to secure astra-
tegically critical success in the Gulf —
not another humiliating retreat inan

years ago, Iran’s women h:
defying the clerics’ dress codes, reject-
ingthe very foundations of the re-

people (the Basij militias).
Rather than preparing fora huge
“final blow” exit, America should

create any more self-imposed dead-
lines but should instead pursue more
targets at a rate of our choosing, espe-

gime’ the claim of the
clerics to speak the word of God. Iran’s
ethnic groups (Kurds, Azeris, Balu-
chis, Arabs and others) deeply oppose

g world. Mr.
‘Trump started the job; now he needs to
inishit.

JOHN R. BOLTON was the longest-serving
national security adviser in the first
Trump administration.
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“Without fear and without favour®

Britain needs a plan to invest in defence

Repeated delays are
worrying partners and risk
losing key technologies

‘The Iran war has brutally exposed Brit-
ain's lack of military readiness and
shortage of defence assets, with its navy
unable to immediately deploy an
advanced warship even after a UK air
base on Cyprus was targeted by drones.
Donald Trump’s jibe that “you don't
even have a navy” was unfair, but hit
home. Now, as the FT has reported,
Britain risks losing cutting-edge defence
technology amid delays in publishing
the government’s 10-year defence
investment plan (DIP).

The root of the problem is the failure
to find sufficient funds for military
modernisation after years of under-
investment. Sir Keir Starmer's govern-
ment is itted to lifting

vague “ambition” to raise it to 3 per cent
in the next parliament, and to the
3.5 per cent Nato target by 2035.

The UK is spending a lot more on
modernising its nuclear deterrent —
made even more vital to Britain and
Nato by the uncertainty over Trump’s
commitment to the US nuclear
“umbrella”. But the alliance estimates
UK spending, including nuclear, was
just 2.31 per cent of GDP in 2025, below
the Nato average.

The squeezed public finances inher-
ited by Labour require agonising trade-
offs. Yet despite major wars in Iran and
Ukraine, the government has failed to
make the necessary case for rearma-
ment, even as it struggles to rein in spi-
ralling expenditures elsewhere. Fund-
ing shortfalls may be partly why publi-
cation of the DIP, initially expected last
autumn to flesh out how Britain would
meet goals set by a ma]or defence
review, | hed back.

on defence and mlelhgence o 2.6 per
cent of GDP from 2027, But it has only a

The Ministry of Defence has rightly
also focused on the need to cut delays

and cost overruns in weapons procure-
ment. The rapid evolution of combat
and technology makes it vital to get
future planning right. But the delay is
having knock-on effects — including
raising doubts about the UK among key
parmcrs Japanis [remng over Bntam s
i toath

eration fighter project with lmly lhal
aimsto challenge US dominance in mili-
tary technology. Separately, Italy’s
Leonardo warned it would reconsider
investments in the UK if the govern-
ment did not proceed with a £1bn bat-
tlefield helicopter contract, until the
Treasury issued a last-minute approval
days before the defence group’s bid was
set to expire in February.

While Starmer last month denied the
stalled DIP was holding up defence
contracts, FT reporting suggests that
the UK is in danger of losing out on vital
technology —some of which was devel-
oped in Britain or with British support.
Executives say some promising start-
ups are considering relocating to the US,

Executives say
some promising
Start-ups are
considering
relocating to the
LS, Germany

or elsewhere,
while others

could run out
of lunding

Germany or elsewhere, while othersare
atrisk of running out of funding.

‘While long-established defence con-
tractors can withstand delays, promis-
ing young companies may struggle to
secure the next round of funding with-
out contracts in place, But these compa-
nies provide the pioneering Al and
drone technologies needed for modern
warfare, City financiers say pension
funds and insurers are primed to invest
in modernising defence but need
“demand signals” from government.

Labour has pledged to support ordi-
nary working people, but keeping citi-
zens safe is the first duty of any govern-
ment. It needs to be more honest with
the public about the choices the UK
faces — a huge gap remains between its
defence rhetoric and reality — and to
continue to look for ways to raise
defence spending more rapidly. But to
avoid losing the confidence of allies and
defence groups alike, it needs to come
up rapidly with a credible and coherent
policy toinvest what funds it has.

Opinion Energy

The UK is turning the fuel
crisis into a political mess

Stephen
Bush

s a result of Donald
Trump's  ill-conceived
war in Iran, there is less
energy to go around than
there was a month ago. |
know that is, or at least should be, a
statement of the obvious, but as I look
around at various democracies across
theworld, it clearly bears repeating.
Iran’s blocking of the Strait of Hor-
muz means that less oil and liquefied
natural gas is being transported — and
therefore, surprise, surprise, there is
more demand for what is being trans-
ported. We do not, despite what Sir
Keir Starmer and Rachel Reeves
claim, have a problem with “profiteer-
ing” driving up energy costs in the UK.
We have a problem because around
the world everyone is bidding more
for curtailed amountsof energy.
‘To the extent that there is profiteer-
ing, it is profit-seeking that benefits

We do not, despite the
rhetoric, have a problem
with ‘profiteering’
driving up costs

countries like the UK, who are paying
more to secure supplies that would,
before the war, have gone to poorer
countries. The energy companies
“profiteer” to London’s benefit and
Lahore’scost.

In addition to the fact it is witless in
policy terms to castigate companies in
this way, Starmer and Reeves have
been witless in political terms by offer-
ing opposition parties a free hit, ena-
bling them to write even bigger blank
cheques using the same rhetoric. The
Greens have argued for a broad and
indefinite subsidy to h hold
energy bills, funded by, you guessed it,
profiteering, while the Conservatives
want businesses, particularly green
ones, totake the hit.

But at least, thus far, the British gov-
ernment’s response is only to say
stupid things about the crisis. Other
governments, such as that of Anthony
Albanese in Australia or Michedl Mar-
tin in Ireland, are actively cutting
taxes on fuel.

Again, at the risk of being a stuck
record: the problem is that as a result
of the war, we have less energy — in

the limited aim of protectinglife’s gen-
uine necessities and building further
resilience into the energy supply. It
should stop the poor from going to the
wall and encourage the rzst of us to
install heat pumps and solar panels.
‘The last thing the state should be
doing is spending money to make us
think that nothing bad has happened
and that the war in Iran haslittle effect
ontherestof the world.

What's going wrong? We should
worry that so few politicians in the UK
and other democracies are willing or
able toarticulate a defence of the best
method yet devised for allocating
scarce resources — free markets and
consumer choices. Not to mention the
best method yet devised for protecting
the losers from that process — cash
transfers to the poorest and most vul-
nerable. Instead they wantto reach for
approaches that already we know
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Small island states want a say in new world trade architecture

Maros Sefovié, the EU trade
commissioner, is right that the World
Trade Organization faces a crisis of
relevance (“WTO risks sliding into
irrelevance, EU trade commissioner
warns", Interview, March 26). But the
reform debate at the WTO ministerial
conference at Yaoundé was, once again,

From

bilateral deal architecture that
Washington is assembling to replace
multilateralism. Our concern is more
fundamental: the dispute settlement
system, even when functional, has
never been usable by states of our size.
A trade sanction imposed by Mauritius
against a major economy is

countries, many of them small island
states, accounted for just 1.1 per cent
of world exports in 2024, barely above
their 2010 share, despite decades of
special and differential trade
provisions. The gap between the

rules on paper and the development
outcomes is an indictment of the pre-

a conversation among the powerful economically invisible. The legal right crisis system.
about rules Uley wrote for themselves. | exists; the prar:ural leverage does not. WTO reform that restores the

int, and that the p ial access Tlate Body and li
of the 38 other small island developing | schemes that \vere dto £ d status will
states, the WTO's dysfunction looks compensate (or nur structural matter enormously to Brussels,
rather different. Our concern is not disads livered almost i and Beijing. It will matter

the Appellate Body deadlock, nor the

nothing mmurahle, Least developed

almost nothing to Port Louis, Suva or

Bridgetown unless it also addresses
asymmetric enforcement capacity, the
barriers to dispute mechanisms and
the systematic exclusion of small
economies from the bilateral deal
architecture now being assembled in
the WTO's shadow.

“Relevance”, Commissioner Sef¢ovié,
must mean relevant to all 166
members, not just the ones with the
leverage to demand it.

Zaheer Allam

Climate and urban policy adviser;
Director, The Climate Transitions Centre,
Hermitage, Mauritius

Tracing the origins of Jobs’
obsession with quality

As a former engineer who worked at a
large Soviet-era industrial enterprise, |
remember that Japanese quality was
presented to us primarily through the
prism of “national character” —
psychology, discipline, group
orientation and Confucian ethics often
distilled into the notions of kadawari
(pursuit of perfection) and ikigai
(reason for being).

That’s why Patrick McGee’s Big Read
article “Apple at 50: the roots of a tech
revolution”, describing how a little-
known yet highly influential
management course in postwar Japan
paved the way for Steve Jobs’ obsession
with quality (April 1), is so
illuminating. It shows that Japan’s
quality revolution lay not in some
timeless cultural essence but ina
postwar transformation of

d :

don’t work. Some politi-
cians may be reluctant to argue for
market mechanisms because they
don't believe in them. But the other
reason, more insidious and more dan-
gerous because it is more widespread,
is that arguing for market mecha-
nisms to respond to the energy crisis is
harder if you don’t have the fiscal
firepower, the political capital or
both to compensate the most vulnera-
blelosers.

When market mechanisms mean
that [ have to put on a jumper or
«change my leisure plans, that is one
thing. When they mean someone else
has to experience real hardship, that is
much harder to defend. If you can
compensate the hard hit through cash
transfers, you are better p.aced to tell
me tosuckit up and buy acardigan.

But rejecting market mechanisms
makes it harder to afford cash trans-
fers: the alternative, spending money
to blunt the market mechanism
through capping costs to consumers,
results in less efficient and dynamic
economies, means less tax revenue,
which means less money for cash
transfers, which makes it politically
harder to argue for free markets.
“The result is a vicious cycle of bad eco-
nomics meaning less generous social
policies.

The mess so many politicians are
making for themselves over the
energy crisis echoes a broader one
acrossa whole set of subjects: much of
the Labour government’s malaise is a
spiral of bad economics leading to bad
social policies leading to worse eco-
nomics. The inability to talk plainly
and respond sensibly to theenergy cri-
sis is a big problem on its own terms.
As a symptom of a crisis where our
«economies are not strong enough to

addition to other vital
like fertiliser and plastics — than we
need for all the things we currenlly do
withit. If g

afford he losersand as
aresult states are less and less able to
let markets do their thing, it is even

their fiscal firepower to cushion their
own citizens, any policy should have

stephen.bush@ft.com

an
influenced to a considerable extent by
American experts. It even suggests that
certain features of traditional Japanese
culture initially hindered, rather than
helped, the adoption of this new
philosophy of quality.

BANX

‘What explains parents’
vaccine hesitancy

In the Big Read article on public health
in the UK (“The grim legacy of Covid",
FT Weekend, March 21), you quote
Greg Fell, president of the UK’s
Association of Directors of Public
Health, suggesting that the decline in
uptake between children receiving first
and second measles, mumps and
rubella vaccines can’t be due to
hesitancy. If it were, why were the
children brought in for the vaccination
in the first place?

My suggestion, based on 30 years as
an osteopath working with mothers,
fathers and babies, is that parents
already feel conflicted between havirg
or not having the child vaccinated;
feeling fearful of not vaccinating but
guilt at subjecting the children to risk.

The broader lesson is clear: quality
does not emerge lrom national

It’s already an emotional minefield, but
the parents bring the baby for the first
vaccination partly to ease their

gy, Japan because
it built quahly into the structure of
industrial life.
Armen
Ambassador (retired),
Yerevan, Armenia

Then the baby cries as injected and,
soon after, has a temperature, Is
unsettled and sleeps poorly that night.

A normal enough vaccine response,
but for the parents I feel it’s a tipping

point. The first hurdle has been
cleared, the results seen, but now
there's less guilt about not doing the
subsequent ones.

Fedmg responsible for your baby
crying and feeling poorly initiates a
parent’s natural desire to protect.

This is the moment of hesitancy and
I'm not sure even being phoned by the
doctor’s surgery would change the
parents’ mind.

Bolingbroke
Practising Osteopath, Bradford-on-Avon,
Wiltshire, UK

If museums are to
charge foreigners . . .

If it has seemed inevitable that London
museums would charge foreign visitors
to visit (“Foreign tourists face entry fee
to museums”, Report, March 27; and
“Free museum entry is the mark of a
civilised city — and one of the best.
things about London”, Arts, March 31),
perhaps those foreigners should now
invoice the museums for the cultural
artefacts that were stolen during
colonial times?

Gabriel Dabscheck

Melbourne, Australia

WARSAW

Does
‘Wymysorys’
threaten
Poland’s
national
identity?

by Raphael Minder

nasmall town in southern language. Nawrocki has since also
Poland, an audience recently struck down a similar bill created to
gathered to watch a slapstick protect Silesian, a more widely spoken
comedy performed in a language minority language used by about
that has barely 30 active 500,000 people.
"It’s ironic that our president, who
Cug uf Win (A Train to Vienna) was presents himself as a strong anti-
entirely in Wymysorys, which blends communist, is now showing the same
the hissing Slavic consonants of fears about diversity as the old
Polish with the rounded vowels of communists,” said Watach.
German and a few guttural tones ‘Wymysorys traces its origins to
reminiscent of Dutch. Most of the settlers who arrived in the 13th
audience. lollowed the per(ormance century from the borderlands of
via Polish sub! jected above p day y and the
the stage, Netherlands and formed a distinct
Set at tae start of the 20th century, community. It was spoken until the
the play tells the story of a journey second world war, after which
shared by two families divided by communist authorities banned it as
wealth but united by language. Its part of an effort to impose cultural
playwright, Michal Watach, began uniformity.
learning Wymysorys after marrying a The language is not officially taught

woman from Wilamowice, where it is
rooted. He said he wrote the comedy
“to show this language is not only alive
but also fun”.

In political circles, however,
efforts to revive Wymysorys have
been considerably less fun. They
have become entangled in Poland’s
increasingly polarised debate over
whether cultural diversity is
compatible with a strong national
identity.

Last October, President Karol
Nawrocki, a nominee of the rightwing
opposition Law and Justice (PiS)
party, vetoed a law promoted by the
pro-EU government of Prime Minister
Donald Tusk that would have

recognised Wymysorys as a regional

in schools and is only displayed on
private premises, such as in the local
museum whose bathroom doors are
marked “der §ympa” in Wymysorys
alongside “toaleta” in Polish.

Formal recognition would allow
the language’s promoters Lo access
public funding and install bilingual
street signs.

In explaining his veto, Nawrocki
argued that research was inconclusive
as to whether Wymysorys qualified as
aseparate language or an “ethnolect”,
avariety of language associated with a
particular ethnic group. A language
had to be based on more than
symbolic or palitical arguments, his
office said.

But the small group of academics

interested in Wymysorys’s future say
it has already been a unique success in
terms of language revival. Last year
the first Wymysorys dictionary was
published.

Tymoteusz Krél, who runs weekly
language classes at the local museum
and is a lecturer at the Institute of
Slavic Studies of the Polish Academy
of Sciences, says young people in
particular seem keen to learn it.
“Most of my students are young,
which shows that we are managing
very well a generational transfer, even
against the wishes of our president,
who sees diversity as something
unwelcome for Poland.”

Karolina Ostrzycka, a 27-year-old
employee of the museum, agrees. “For
many young people, being cool is also
about having something different, so
being able to share a language with
‘your friends gives you a special sense
of identity.”

Krél also runs online lessons for
students like Malgorzata Zejma, an
undergraduate in Krakéw who
enrolled remotely so she could learn
the language spoken by her
grandfather.

Itis also an act of defiance. “I feel
the real history of Poland doesn't align
at all with the current political and
nationalist narrative about our
country being unified by one common
culture,” Zejma says. “I want to learn
it to stay in touch with my
inheritance”

raphael.minder@ft.com
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Sylvie
Kauffmann

n her memoir Freedom, Germany’s

former chancellor Angela Merkel

recalls her excitement as she took

her seat in Rio de Janeiro in 2014 to

watch the World Cup final between
Germany and Argentina. Viktor Orban,
the prime minister of Hungary, hap-
pened tobesitting in front of her. A huge
football fan, he taunted her: “One thing
is clear. Here, you cannot be sure that
youwill win"

Germany won 1-0. But for Merkel,
beating Orban at his own game back in
Europe would prove more challenging.
That same year, Orban coined the
expression “illiberal democracy”, which
would define his fight against the EU’s
established political order.

Orban faces his most serious electoral
challenge on April 12 — so serious that
Donald Trump is sending his vice-presi-
dent JD Vance to the rescue. In Brussels,

How Europe made Orbdn

Berlin and Paris, some may find it useful
to look back at Orban’s tumultuous 16
years in power and wonder how so
much damage to European cohesion
was allowed to be done. Until the last
moment, the Hungarian leader has
defied the EU, vetoing a vital €90bn
loan to Ukraine. His foreign minister
rté admitted co-ordinating
with his Russian counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov, on sanctions targeting Moscow.

Buildingan illiberal democracy in the
heart of Europe started with taking
advantage of the generous EU budget
while relentlessly attacking what were
viewed as Brussels” infringements on
Hungary’s sovereignty. EU cohesion
funds financed more than half of the
country's public investments, account-
ing for an average of over 3 per cent of
Hungary's GDP for more than a decade.
Meanwhile Orban’s associates have
scooped up public contracts.

Germany soon became Hungary's
dominant partner. Orbin wanted to
industrialise its economy; Audi, BMW,
Mercedes-Benzand Opel were happy to
oblige, attracted by cheap labour and
state subsidies.

Visiting Budapest in 2015, Merkel
tried to lecture Orban on the role of a
democratic opposition; he replied by
revelling in the 300,000 jobs created by
German companies and the record
exports to her country: “All I can say to
the chancellor is: thank you, Germany!™
Just as her dislike of Vladimir Putin did
not prevent Merkel from increasing
Germany's dependency on Russian gas

Building an illiberal
democracy started with
taking advantage of the

bloc’s generous budget

for the sake of German industry, she
could not ignore the benefits that Hun-
gary brought to her country’s economy.
The two leaders soon found
themselves at loggerheads. Later in
2015, when hundreds of thousands of
Syrian and Afghan refugees tried to
cross Hungary to reach Germany, Orban
built a fence on his border but Merkel
welcomed them with open arms. That

episode was a turning point in the rise of
populist movements in Europe. An
official who sat through a European
summit in September 2015 told me
how leaders from central Europe and
Donald Tusk, then president of the
European Council, pleaded in vain
with both Merkel and Jean-Claude
Juncker, then the Commission presi-
dent, not to impose refugee quotas on
member states.

Western Europe’s leaders completely
misread the shock of the refugee crisis
on post-communist societies unpre-
pared for multi-ethnic immigration.
Their uncompromising stance contrib-
uted to the victory of the Polish nation-

list-populist party Pis and g
ened Orbdn's status as leader of the illib-
eral camp.

He had another advantage, skilfully
used: the centre-right European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP) group in the European
parliament. It included his own party,
Fidesz, as well as Merkel’s CDU and its
Bavarian sister CSU. The EPP hypocriti-
cally provided crucial protection to
Orbén until 2019 when it finally sus-
pended Fidesz — not expelled, though,

because it still needed its Hungarian
members to vote in Ursula von der
Leyen as Commission president with a
razor-thin majority. Fidesz eventually
left the group in 2021, but benefited
from its complacency for two decades.

France’s President Emmanuel
Macron believed he could charm Orbin
into more reasonable positions. Beth
fond of history, they had long, one-on-
one intellectual conversations around
the Elysée dinner table. That did not
sway the Hungarian rebel either.

In the end, the EU’s major mistake,

says Clément Beaune, Macron's former
European adviser, was to believe that
member states, particularly those from
central Europe, would inevitably follow
the path of liberal democracy. *We did
not anticipate what happened, so we
don’t have the tools,” he notes, One
answer could be to abandon the
unanimity rule on foreign policy deci-
sions. But, adds Beaune, “France and
Germany always opposed the idea,
because they thought it protected them.
In fact, it protected Orban.”

The writer is acolumnist at Le Monde

Trump hastens |

Britain's return
to the EU

WORLD AFFAIRS

Rachman

ast week, Donald Trump and

Sir Keir Starmer both gave

big speeches to the nation.

Trump's effort reminded me

of Macbeth's verdict on life:
“A tale told by an idiot, full of sound and
fury/Signifying nothing” Starmer’s felt
more like a tale told by a lawyer, empty
of drama or panache — but quietly sig-
nificant.

‘The prime minister’s address was the
most pro-European speech that he has
given since winning power. Starmer
spoke of the need to be bolder in build-
ing a partnership with the EU “for the
dangerous world that we must navigate
together™. There is an ambitious vision
lurking behind those words. Future his-
torians may look back on his speechasa
crucial step down the long and winding
path that will eventually lead Britain
back into the EU.

Trump has done a lot to create the
conditions for Britain to draw closer to
the EU. The US president’s erratic and
abusive behaviour towards the UK —
imposing tariffs, insulting the British
armed forces, courting Russia — has
alienated the British public and woken
up the country’s governing class. A
YouGov poll last week showed that just

14 per cent of British people believed
Britain and the US had a “special rela-
tionship” and only 18 percent wanted to
be closer to America. By contrast, 57 per
centwanted to get closerto the EU.

Economics, geopolitics and domestic
politics now all point the Starmer gov-
ernment towards Brussels and away
from Washington.

In his speech, the prime minister
openly acknowledged that “Brexit did
deep damage to our economy”. Amer-
ica’s non-partisan National Bureau of
Economic Research recently estimated
that it had cumulatively cost the UK up
to 8 per cent of GDP. Supporters of
Brexit dispute these figures. But they
are losing the argument with the British
public. A large majority now believe
that it wasa mistake to leave the EU.

Despite his warmer rhetoric towards
the EU, Starmer’s formal position
remains cautious. He has ruled out
rejoining the customs union or single
market — let alone the EUitself. Someof
his colleagues publicly favour the cus-
toms union. But, in private, senior fig-
ures in the government acknowledge
that a customs union alone would not
provide a significant gain to the econ-
omy. They believe that the ultimate goal
has to be the boost to trzde and invest-
ment that would come with rejoining
the EU single market — and ultimately
the EUitself.

The strategic case for getting much
closer to the EU also strengthens by the
day. Russia continues to wage a bloody
war on Ukraine, But Trump is speaking
openlyabout leaving Natoand had deni-

grated his European allies, including
Britain, as “cowards™

The British know that — if and when
America pulls back from Europe — only
a collective European effort can con-
tinue to deter Russia. The UK would rely
heavily on the troop numbers and man-
ufacturing capacities of EU nations like
Finland, Poland, Germany and France.
The Europeans will also look to Britain.
UK armed forces are in an alarmingly
threadbare state. But Britain still has
industrial and military capacities vital
to collective European defence.

It is perfectly possible for Britain and
other European nations to co-operate
on security outside the EU framework.
But UK membership would make it
easier — as well as allowing Britain
to access the billions of euros that the

Economics, geopolitics and
domestic politics all point
the Starmer government

towards Brussels

EU is mobilising to spend on defence.

Until recently, Starmer has been
extremely tentative about making the
case for Europe because he feared alien-
ating pro-Brexit voters in the “red wall”
of former Labour strongholds.

But the domestic politics have
changed since the election. Labour is
now trailing Reform in the polls. How-
ever, Reform and its leader, Nigel
Farage, are closely associated with two
things that are increasingly unpopular
in the UK — the Trump administration
and Brexit. As an election draws closer,
it would make obvious sense for Labour
to hang botharound Farage’sneck.

If Starmer is truly bold he would go
into the next election advocating not
just a closer partnership with Europe
but rejoining the EU. That would give
Labour something that it currently
sorely lacks — a bold positive
agenda for the future. Rej ng the EU
already commands majority support in
Britain and is particularly popular
among the young voters that Labour is
josing to the Greens.

Of course, in reality, getting back in

A Kieran

would be no simple matter. Britain
would probably have to commit to join-
ing the euro and would not get a full res-
toration of the budget rebate originally
negotiated by Margaret Thatcher. Initial
public enthusiasm for rejoining the EU
might swiftly erode when confronted
with those realities.

The EU itself would also legitimately
hesitate about even starting the process
of negotiating a British re-entry, until it
was backed by a clear national consen-
sus in the UK. Having gone through
Brexit once, there is zero appetite in
Brussels, Berlin or Paris to repeat the
exercise.

For that reason, Starmer is right to
treat this as a step-by-step process for
now. Trust needs to be rebuilt on both
sides of the Channel and concrete bene-
fits need to be demonstrated to encour-
age further progress,

But this cannot be too leisurely a
process. Events are moving fast. Neither
Britain nor Europe has decades to get
it right.

gideon.rachman@ft.com

TECHNOLOGY

heinternetissovastandall-

consuming that it’s easy to

forget how fragile it can be.

Do something embarrass-

ingonlineand there’sagood
chance it will live there forever, shared
without your consent. But not every-
thing that’s posted is permanent. The
last big study of web pages found that
over a third available in 2013 were now
inaccessible — leaving a trail of “link
rot” intheirwake.

Maybe you think this is a good thing.
1f you've ever scrolled back far enough
to see your very first Facebook status
update you'll probably wish that link
was broken. Right now there's a trend
for Al-generated videos of Love Island
starring cartoon fruit that regularly get
millions of views. Do digital bananas in

The internet is deciding what to forget

Hawaiian shirts chatting up pi

d a project to elimi upto

need to be saved for posterity? Probably
not. But disentangling what will and will
not matter to our collective cultural
memory is proving difficult.

Efforts to save absolutely everything
haven't gone very well. There’s too
much andalotof it is nonsense. In 2010,
the Library of Congress took the view
that Twitter was a crucial source of
modern history and decided to archive
every single tweet. It “may prove to be
one of this generation’s most significant
legacies to future generations”, the
library wrote. That “may” seems over-
optimistic, To most people, the reposi-
tory is both unwieldy and uninteresting.
As of 2017 the library seems to agree. It
nowoptstosave justa few select posts.

The risk in being selective, of course,
is missing something important. Dutch
consultant Maurice de Kunder has been
following the number of web pages
indexed by search engines for aver a
decade and found that it has fallen from
4.7bnto3.98bn.

Some deletions are more deliberate
than others. Last year, Elon Musk’s
“Department of Government Efficiency™

20 per cent of US federal websites. Par-
ticular words, such as climate change,
also evaporated. A couple of months
later, large companies began rewriting
their own sites to also remove refer-
ences to climate change. The only rea-
son we know this is because third par-
ties were keeping track — the organisa-
tions themselves did not flag changes.
Because online content is regularly

Do digital bananas in
Hawaiian shirts chatting up
pineapples need to be
saved? Probably not

overwritten, what the historian Abby
Smith Rumsey calls modern memory
technology has a significantly shorter
lifespan than pre-digital versions.
There is neither a single record of
everything posted online nor an agreed-
upon way to save it. This has become
more noticeable with the death of digital
publications. You can see newspaper

editions printed in 1665, the year the
Great Plague of London began, but you
can no longer visit a modern news site
like Wales's The National, which
launched in 2021 and was then taken
offline. Some sites, like Gawker, have
been archived while others have
disappeared into 404 errors (the status
code that indicates a server can'’t find
awebpage).

A few have entered into a strange
afterlife. When cult site The Hairpinwas
shut down in 2018, its domain was
purchased by a Serbian entrepreneur
called Nebojsa Vujinovié, who special-
ises in buying old news sites and filling
them with Al-generated clickbait. Now
it just redirects readers to an online
gamblingsite.

Despite relying heavily on digital
data, we have left its preservation to a
mishmash of individual efforts. The
best known is the Wayback Machine, an
initiative from the American non-profit
Internet Archive. This takes snapshots
of websites (it has preserved over 1tn so
far) but it doesn't have everything. Cop-
yright owners can seek content removal
and some sites have begun to blacklist

the Wayback Machine, suspecting that
Al companies are using it as a way to

scrape content without permission. A

report by the Nieman Lab found that
the volume of snapshots dipped in the
second half of 2025.

A second popular option is
archive.today, a mysterious site operat-
ingunder multiple domain names. How
long it will last is anyone’s guess. Last
year the FBI subp the

Future trade
wont depend on
the Strait of
Hormuz

Badr
Jafar

he world’s analysts have

spent the past month map-

ping what the Strait of Hor-

muz crisis is breaking: dis-

rupted shipping routes,

surging insurance premiums and oil

price volatility. But inside the region a

different story is unfolding — one that

will outlast whatever ceasefire or escala-

tion comes next. A 50-year-old trade

and infrastructure model is being
redrawn in weeks.

1 have spent the past month in discus-

* sions with hundreds of business leaders

and senior Gulf government officials on
the crisis and what comes after it. The
conversation has already shifted — from
managing the immediate crisis to rede-
signing the systems that created this
vulnerability in the first place.

‘Thescale of that vulnerability is stagg-
ering. Thirty per cent of global seaborne
oil flows and a fifth of the world’s lique-
fied natural gas trade normally transit a
waterway that is 21 nautical miles wide.
Athird of seaborne traded fertiliser and
nearly half the world’s seaborne sulphur
exports depend on the same passage,
with direct implications for global food
security. So do significant volumes of
aluminium and helium — thelatteresse-
ntial to semiconductor manufacturing
and the global Alsupply chain. The con-
centration of so much global commerce
through asingle contested corridoris an
anomaly the world has tolerated for
decades. That tolerance has now ended.

Those investing in post-Hormuz resil-
ience are constructing the trade infra-
structure of the future. Saudi Arabia’s
Red Sea ports and expanded pipeline

This war is doing what
years of summitry could
not — creating genuine
intraregional integration

capacity offer an alternative energy cor-
ridor. The UAE’s east coast provides
deep-water ports and pipeline routes
connecting Gulf producers to the Indian
Ocean. Oman’s developments at Dugm
and Sohar sit well outside the choke-
point. Goods and energy are already
moving along these routes — in some
cases through cross-border land bridge
arrangements that would have seemed
improbable just months ago.

The Middle East also holds a largely
untapped inheritance: pipeline infra-
structure built in previous crises and
mothballed for decades, road and rail
corridors, cross-border electricity grids
and water systems that stretch beyond

bl With
operation, these assets could deepen
regional connectivity to global markets.
The crisis is doing what years of sum-
mitry could not — creating the condi-

dco-

! tions for genuine intraregional eco-

nomic integration. States whose ties
were strained only weeks ago are now
finding common cause.

Rerouting essential commerce away
from a single chokepoint de-risks not
only the economies of the region but glo-
bal supply chains. For Europe, Asia, and
Africa, this means fewer supply shocks
and more reliable access to critical
resources. For investors and private-

: sector infrastructure developers, it rep-

resents a generational opportunity to
help build the corridors that will carry
the next half-century of global trade.

The multinationals operating in the
Gulf see this clearly and are positioning
for what comes next. For many, the con-
cern is not only the current disruption;
it is whether they will be well placed to
participate in the build-out.

As we in the UAE know to our cost,
having lived through strikes on our soil,
none of this should be seen through
rose-tinted lenses, The vulnerabilities
are i iate and itical uncer-

registrar behind it and Wikipedia

geop
tainty remains a source of deep anxiety.

recently asked editors to stop linki

it “due to concerns about botnets, link-

spamming, and how thesiteis run”.
Thereis, of course, a sort of immortal-

ity in the fact that much of what exists

online has been used to train Al models.

But this isn't much help if you want to

trace something’s original form. Even :

online snapshots of web pages may
prove less durable than physical
archives.

We treat the internet asif it is limitless
and permanent, but transience is
inbuilt. If you see something online
worth saving, you'd better doit yourself.

elaine.moore@ fi.com

But theregion’sdirection of travel isnow
locked in, and it will not reverse.
However the current crisis is
resolved, no government will return toa
posture of strategic dependence on a
narrow strait controlled by an unpre-
dictable neighbour. The pipelines will
be expanded. The port capacity will be
built. The power grids, water systems
and trade corridors connecting the
region’s economies will be formalised.
The world is watching what is being
destroyed. It should pay equal attention
towhatisbeingbuilt.

The writer is the UAE’s special envoy for
business and philanthropy
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Voters Still Want Normalcy

There’s a
strange  dy-
namic at work
in  American

politics. In

2 volatile times,

’ the message
}?y Gerard pres]de_nnal
Baker elections
seems to be

that  voters
are yearning for someone to
restore a measure of normality
to national life. Partisans on
both sides always think the
moment is ripe for radicalism.
But voters in the middle seem
to want normal.

They want leaders who will
keep the country safe, protect
its borders, manage the econ-
omy evenly, avoid dangerous
and unnecessary messes
abroad, and demonstrate that
they understand things like the
difference between a man and
a woman. Is that so hard?

Apparently it is. Americans
keep voting for normal and
getting something else.

Joe Biden won in 2020 be-
cause after a turbulent year in
which the nation seemed to be
having a collective nervous
breakdown amid a real na-
tional emergency (Covid) and
a manufactured one (Black
Lives Matter), voters wanted
reassuring, dull ordinariness.
Americans thought the un-
threatening old man who had
done essentially nothing in a
50-year political career might
at least not do stupid stuff, to
paraphrase his Democratic

predecessor.
Instead they got a president
out of a radical y

screenwriter’s fever dream.
Open borders, fiscal profligacy,
an inflationary surge, a disas-
trous withdrawal from Afghan-
istan, and endless lectures on
how there was no such thing
as women or men. All that and
a man whose cognitive facul-
ties were far from normal.
No, no, no, Americans said
again in 2024. That’s not what
we wanted. This time Donald
Trump was the more normal
one, He would secure our bor-
ders, get prices under control,
avoid unnecessary foreign en-
tanglements and assert com-
‘mon-sense ideas about sex.
So far, it’s worked out well
on immigration and sex, al-
though neither the method of
ion nor the presi-

ning candidates of the far left
and the center-left.

Hard core, left-wing Demo-
crats like self-proclaimed Dem-
ocratic socialist Zohran Mam-
dani in the New York mayoral
race and Analilia Mejia in a
New Jersey district primary
have triumphed. Candidates
with a broader appeal have
prevailed in purple or purple-
ish states; such as the gover-
nors races in Virginia and New

Biden and Trump
both failed to deliver
it. Will Democrats do
any better in 2026?

dent’s affect has been normal.
But how are inflation and for-
eign entanglements working
out for you?

No surprise then, that Mr.
Trump’s approval rating is al-
most exactly where President
Biden’s was.

You would think there’s a
lesson here for Democrats. The
party seems set for big gains
in the midterm elections, a re-
sult that would set them up

Jersey. So have heterodox
types like James Talarico, the
Bible-quoting left-wing popu-
list who won the U.S. Senate
nomination from Texas.
These offer few clues as to
which of the party’s wings is in
the ascendant. But there is
some clearer evidence from
polling data, and it’s not en-
couraging for those who think
a dose of normal is on the way.

well for the next ial
cycle. But have they learned
the lesson? Are they ready to
be normal? The signs aren’t
encouraging.

It’s hard to read too much
into the party’s performance in
elections over the last year.
They have won pretty much
everywhere with a wide range
of candidates—in special elec-
tions and regular elections in
deep red territory and in more

A new sur-
vey this week by the research
group Focaldata digs deep into
the attitudes of thousands of
voters likely to take part in the
Democratic primaries.

Headline figures for favored
candidates in the 2028 presi-
dential primary can probably
be discounted on grounds that
they largely reflect name rec-
ognition of the party’s familiar
leading figures: Kamala Harris
leads, followed by fellow Cali-

fornian Gov. Gavin Newsom.

But the more detailed sur-
vey data indicate that the
party’s core voters have moved
leftward and kept going.

Asked if they think their
party’s main problem is that
they have moved too far left
on social and cultural issues or
that they haven't been bold
enough, 60% say the problem
is insufficient boldness. On
whether the party should
soften its positions to win back
voters it has lost, only 17% say
yes. Twenty-nine percent want
bolder policies; 15% favor a
fundamentally new approach.

There is a clue as to what
that “fundamentally new ap-
proach” might be. By 57% to
13%, Democratic voters say
they approve of “democratic
socialism, with private enter-
prise, alongside strong public
services and worker protec-
tion” as their preferred eco-
nomic system.

There are predictably radi-
cal views on other topics: 43%
say they want the U.S. to re-
duce its commitment and sup-
port for Israel while only 22%
want to increase it. By large
majorities, Democrats say they
favor packing courts and abol-
ishing the Senate filibuster.

We live in an age of radical
politics, increasing polariza-
tion and a steady centrifugal
momentum in both major par-
ties. However much indepen-
dent-minded voters may want
normaley from their leaders,
Republicans and Democrats
seem set on their own paths,
each driven by a base that is ill
at ease with the old, centripe-
tal ways.

Pope Leo XIV Goes to War

4| At the Easter

“» Sunday cele-
@'% bration in the
Vatican’s St.
Peter’s
Square, Pope

Leo XIV de-

%;ET livered a
T bracing mes-
%g:,l-l,:m sage about
the war in

— Iran: “Let

those who have the power to
unleash wars choose peace!”
he said. “Not a peace imposed
by force, but through dia-
logue! Not with the desire to
dominate others, but to en-
counter them! We are grow-
ing accustomed to violence,
resigning ourselves to it and
becoming indifferent. Indif-
ferent to the deaths of thou-
sands of people.”

The pontiff wrongly
suggests that pacifism
is the sole acceptable
moral position.

Pope Leo didn’t name
names. He didn’t have to. This
was a shot at Donald Trump.
In the abstract, the pope’s
words might apply to any
number of leaders, including
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei,
the supreme leader of Iran.
But the press are taking this
as a shot against President
Trump—and that is how it
was meant.

It’s a solemn development
anytime America goes to war.
For the enemy, war means de-

struction, the deaths of sol-
diers and, possibly, the tragic,
unintended killing of inno-
cents. So too for the U.S. The
toll of this war is so far tiny
compared with other wars,
but the conflict has already
claimed the lives of more than
a dozen Americans.

Less obvious from the
headlines, war causes soul-
searching among our troops.
The American in uniform must
ask himself: Am I doing the
right thing? Am I prosecuting
the war honorably? When my
test comes, will I do right by
my fellow soldiers and the
rules of war?

The Catholic Church has
spoken on all these issues at
least since St. Augustine. It's
called the just-war tradition,
and although it doesn’t spit
out neat yes-or-no answers,
it does point to the right
questions.

Unfortunately, the public
impression created over the
past several decades is that
pacifism is the only true
Christian response to military
conflict. And Pope Leo isn’t
the only leader to encourage
this view. A few years back, in
remarks that touched on the
war in Ukraine, Pope Francis
declared, “There is no such
thing as a just war.” Though
he didn’t go nearly as far, in
early 2003, Pope St. John Paul
11 made clear he thought the
U.S. war in Iraq was wrong.

The muddle of Catholic
teaching on war has been a
long time in the making. Few
churchmen will explicitly pro-
mote pacifism as the only
proper Christian option. But

L \:

that is the effect. And the best
answer to such pacifism is
clarity.

“Christianity isn’t a pacifist
religion,” says the Rev. Gerald
Murray, a Catholic priest and
commentator on EWTN.
“Churchmen need to affirm
that the legitimate use of
force is virtuous. Protecting
the innocent isn’t simply the
ideal we hope to attain, itis a
clear duty.

“if negotiation is
the only way to solve con-
flicts, Pope Leo should send
home the Swiss Guard and
train negotiators to meet with
anyone who shows up at Vati-
can City with a gun or a bomb.
Right now, everyone is treated
as a suspect by having to pass

case President Trump and the
leadership in Iran, to judge
the necessity for action and
the moral content of their own
decisions. Militants may not

get the last word, but they do
get the first. They have more
= knowledge of the actual condx-

On the war in Iran, Pope
Leo has made statements that
Zreceive applause but aren’t

=true. When he asserts that ne-

s otiation is the only way to

Sresolve conflict, he forgets
that as often as not military
action is necessary to bring
combatants to the negotiating
table.

Last month, in an address
to the Italian Military Ordi-
nariate, Pope Leo stated that
we ought to respect what mil-
itary people do as a “voca-
tion.” “The soldier’s identity,”
he said, “is forged by generos-
ity, a spirit of service, lofty
aspirations, and profound
sentiments.”

Beautiful words. Alas, the
church too often seems to
withdraw such respect as soon
as the soldier has to fight.
War is always a failure—a fail-
ure of diplomacy, a failure to
reconcile—and invariably car-
ries abominable human costs.
But when churchmen can’t

through metal to get
into St. Peter’s.”

In addition, pacifism is al-
ways an individual option, not
a communal response. To put
it another way, 1 have the
right to turn my cheek. I don’t
have the right to turn my
neighbor’s cheek.

It’s up to the actors, in this

bring to take seri-
ously even the possibility of a
just war, they become func-
tionally pacifist.

That is both a terrible abdi-
cation of responsibility and a
false application of principle
that serves only the interests
of the wicked.

Write to megurn@wsj.com.

The Constitution Could Let Noncitizens Vote

By Bradley A. Smith

he SAVE America Act is

tying the U.S. Senate in
knots. Democrats will
filibuster, and Republicans
have no hope of getting the 60
votes necessary to overcome
it. President Trump urges
scrapping the filibuster to
pass it, but that might not
garner even a simple majority
and would be a controversial
precedent dividing his party.
But the battle is over tac-
tics, not principle. The act’s
core objective—that only U.S.
citizens should vote in elec-
tions for ident and Con-

tions. The Senate vote was
97-3. President Bill Clinton
signed it. For 30 years, both
parties have shown nearly
unanimous support for that
statute.

In recent years, however,
politicians and advocacy
groups have pushed at the lo-
cal level to give noncitizens

States could loosen
their rules, and an
amendment is the
only way to prevent it.

gress—has overwhelming
public support. A national poll
from Remington Research
Group last year found 90% of
Americans favor citizen-only
voting in national elections,
with only 5% supporting non-
citizen voting.

Politicians have supported
citizen-only voting, too. Con-
gress passed legislation in
1996 that banned noncitizens
from voting in federal elec-

legal eligibility to vote. Non-
citizens now vote in certain
elections (such as school
board or mayoral races) in the
District of Columbia and 23
jurisdictions in California, Tlli-
nois, Maryland and Vermont.
This trend has spurred vot-
ers in 15 states to pass state
constitutional amendments
banning noncitizen voting in
state and local elections. But

many state constitutions lack
such bans.

When it comes to congres-
sional and presidential elec-
tions, Article I of the Consti-
tution grants Congress power
to regulate the time, place
and manner of holding elec-
tions but not who is eligible
to vote. The Supreme Court
affirmed this in Arizona v. In-
ter-Tribal Council (2013).

And the Constitution is
clear: Under Article I and the
17th Amendment, any person
who is allowed to vote in a
state legislative election is au-
tomatically also allowed to
vote for members of Con-
gress. A federal statute can’t
trump the Constitution’s ex-
plicit, exclusive grant of
power to each state to deter-
mine who is eligible to vote.

Although no state allows
noncitizens to vote for its leg-
islature, that could change. A
state law allowing noncitizens
to vote for the state legisla-
ture would automatically, as
per the Constitution, make
noncitizens in that state eligi-

ble to vote for Congress, even
if the SAVE America Act were
passed.

The only way to close that
loophole is with a constitu-
tional amendment. Rep. Lau-
rel Lee (R, Fla.) has intro-
duced House Joint Resolution
152, a constitutional amend-
ment that reads: “Only citi-
zens of the United States may
qualify to vote in any primary
or other election for President
or Vice President, for electors
for President or Vice Presi-
dent, or for Senator or Repre-
sentative in Congress.” If pro-
posed by two-thirds votes of
both congressional chambers,
this amendment would then
go to the states for ratifica-
tion. It's the only legally ef-
fective way to ensure that
only U.S. citizens vote in fed-
eral elections—and such a
move would have overwhelm-
ing public support.

Mr. Smith served as a
member of the Federal Elec-
tion Commission, 2000-05,
and chairman in 2004.

BOOKSHELF | By Meghan Cox Gurdon

The Pages
Of Our Lives

Our Diaries, Ourselves

By Betsy Rubiner
Beacon, 272 pages, $28.95

ot long ago, a woman stood at the sink and
watched a year of her life run down the drain.
Like countless diarists before her, including Samuel
Pepys, Anais Nin, Beatrix Potter and David Sedaris, the
woman had kept a record of her days with ink and paper.
Like Queen Victoria, Zadie Smith and many others, she
had concluded that posterity would be better served
without her full diary than with it. As inky water rushed
off the pages, the woman saw with satisfaction that her
notebook, so lately crammed with reflections of personal
specificity, was sufficiently sodden as to thwart the
efforts of even the most determined forensic archaeolo-
gist, should such a
person wish to go
dumpster-diving in
search of artifacts.
! Betsy Rubiner is not
our diary-destroyer. She
is a diary-keeper so

Oy,
"D“nes Ourselv |
es

dedicated that she has
been filling notebooks
since she was 8 years

[ old. In “Our Diaries, Our-

selves,” the Chicago-
based journalist offers
tidbits from her daybooks
while exploring the his-
tory, practices and thera-
peutic promise of what
she has come to call
Diary-land. This realm is
populated by diarists living
and dead, those who read or study diaries, and those
who buy, sell and preserve diaries.

“The diary’s dailiness sets it apart in the self-writing
sea,” Ms. Rubiner observes. “While a memoir or formal
autobiography aims to offer a retrospective story, the
diary typically doesn’t, or can’t, because it is written
from the middle of an unfolding life.” Having said as
much, she hastens to clarify that entries needn’t be made
daily for a diary to qualify; nor need the diarist use a
physical notebook (some use video or apps); nor indeed
need a diary contain personal reflections. The diaries of
some consist of little more than, say, a dispassionate
daily notation of the weather (my grandfather). The
diaries of others (Virginia Woolf, Sylvia Plath) are rich,
intimate and self-searching. Still others have charted
terrible and turbulent periods of history, the most
famous of these being the World War II writings of
Anne Frank.

Ms. Rubiner’s own entries, excerpted in “Our Diaries,
Ourselves,” trace the contours of her life, first as a girl
who admires her father’s tennis game, then as a young
woman traveling abroad, then as an adult who becomes a
professional writer as well as wife, mother and grand-
mother. In her diary, she notes 1973’s “Tennis Battle of
the Sexes” between Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs,
the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, 9/11 and the advent
of Covid-19.

Ms. Rubiner makes a conspicuous effort to be judicious
in her book, subtitled “How Diarists Chronicle Their Lives
and Document Our World,” but it is hard not to detect a
note of grievance in the way that she writes about the
association of diaries and “life writing” with women (feel-
ings) and a corresponding association of journals or
“autobiographical writing” with men (thoughts). It is a
distinction to which feminists are apparently alive, though
one that may not have occurred to readers who have
enjoyed the inner accounts of C.S. Lewis or Charles Dar-
win. Indeed, sexual politics play a substantial role in “Our
Diaries, Ourselves,” which perhaps should not surprise
anyone who recognizes the evocation, in the title, of the
1973 feminist work “Our Bodies, Ourselves.”

The daily diary is distinct from a formal
autobiography. It may recount turbulent
times in history—but not retrospectively.

“Diary writing has long offered women a space to
rebel against negative or limiting stereotypes,” Ms.
Rubiner notes at one point, later explaining that though
focusing on “me-me-me” may intensify some psychologi-
cal struggles, expressive writing can also be good for
morale. Long-term benefits, we are told, include reduced
anxiety, lower blood pressure and quicker healing. If
those claims are true, oughtn’t the grievance go the
other way? If by chronicling their lives women and girls
can improve their mental health, why wouldn’t we want
the same for men and boys? Are the perspectives of
males not as valuable as those of females?

A similar query arises when the author comes to the
vexed question of how, and if, a diarist’s confidential
work should be preserved. Ms, Rubiner has given it a lot
of thought. Casting about for a long-term home for the
(so far) 82 volumes of her life writing, she was delighted
to discover the existence of numerous diary archives
dedicated solely to preserving the words of women. After
her death, the author plans to donate her diaries to one
such repository in Iowa. (Is there in all our 50 states a
single-sex diary archive for men? To ask the question is
to answer it.)

Donation for posterity offers a paradoxical solution to
two great problems associated with keeping a diary. The
first is the dread of contemporaneous discovery, which is
no problem if a donor arranges for his or her diary to be
sealed until the people in it are dead. The second is the
fear of hurting others with one’s candid observations. “A
diary is an assassin’s cloak which we wear when we stab
a comrade in the back with a pen,” wrote William Soutar,
a Scottish poet and diarist, in 1934.

Queen Victoria, who began her diary at 13 and kept it
up for nearly seven decades, got around the difficulties
posthumously by having her daughter Beatrice remove
passages that might be painful to members of the royal
family. Zadie Smith quit keeping a diary because the
exercise made her feel phony and self-conscious. In 2015,
she wrote: “I realize I don’t want any record of my days.”
As for me, 1 washed my diary down the drain less to
keep from hurting others than to protect my own privacy.
Yet here I am telling you about it. The diaristic impulse
dies hard, 1 guess.

Mrs. Gurdon is a Free Expression columnist at WSJ Opin-
ion and the author of “The Enchanted Hour: The Miraculous
Power of Reading Aloud in the Age of Distraction.”
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Trump’s Ultimatum Target List in Iran

resident Trump hailed the rescue of the

two U.S. airmen at a news conference on

Monday, and he deserves his share of
the credit. God knows he’d

we want free traffic of oil and everything else.”

If not, “we have a plan,” the President said,
“where every bridge in Iran will be decimated
by 12 o’clock tomorrow night.

have been blamed had the An escalation shouldn’t  where every power plant in
high-risk mission failed. In- i Iran will be out of business.”
volving more than 150 air- pumsh the peo]{le more We will soon find out who’s
craft, this was “one of the than the regime. calling whose bluff, but don’t

largest, most complex, most
harrowing combat searches”
ever attempted, Mr. Trump said. “It’ll go down
in the books.”

Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, put it well. “The nation needs to know
this,” he said. “This was an incredibly brave and
courageous mission and a testament to the cour-
age, skill and tenacity of the joint force and our
leaders. Especially a daylight option—having the
guts to try means so much to so many.”

Americans in uniform saw the nation’s com-
mitment. Adversaries saw how a U.S. joint force
was able to pull this off, rapidly, a mere 30 miles
from a major Iranian city. CIA Director John
Ratcliffe said U.S. intelligence showed the Ira-
nian regime was embarrassed.

But not embarrassed enough to cease inflict-
ing damage on their own country, alas. On Mon-
day state media said Iran had rejected a tempo-
rary cease-fire in exchange for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz. Controlling the Strait is Iran’s
only defense at this point, since two shoot-
downs out of 13,000 U.S. combat sorties does
not an air defense make.

The regime countered by demanding a per-
manent cease-fire and full sanctions relief but
without the nuclear and other concessions to
make it worth the ink.

This directs all eyes to Mr. Trump’s Tuesday
night deadline for Iran to reopen Hormuz. He
could always delay it again, but at his news con-
ference he laid out what he’d need to see. “We
have to have a deal that’s acceptable to me,” Mr.
Trump said, “and part of the deal’s going to be

expect Iran’s regime to care
much about what strikes like
those would do to its people. Taken literally, Mr.
Trump is proposing to hit many targets that
would harm Iranian civilians, which could spark
a refugee crisis.

Striking indiscriminately at critical infra-
structure would be wrong as well as unwise,
punishing the Iranian people we need on our
side. “They would be willing to suffer that in or-
der to have freedom,” Mr. Trump said. Regime
mismanagement has already left Iran’s grid in
apermanent state of crisis, but such an attack
could give Iranians all the suffering with none
of the freedom. It could also erode support for
the war at home and abroad.

The obvious solution is to discriminate be-
tween types of infrastructure. Bridges can be
legitimate targets, but it depends if they have
any military use of note. Otherwise, why punish
the people?

Energy sources can also be legitimate targets
if they have a particularly notable military
nexus, such as providing fuel for missile launch-
ers. But not every energy target will meet that
standard, and the military benefit doesn’t justify
plunging 90 million people into darkness.

One yardstick by which to judge any U.S. es-
calation is this: In addition to increasing “pres-
sure,” which may never be enough to sway
Tran’s regime, will it help prepare an operation
to reopen Hormuz? The U.S. has a strong inter-
est in causing chaos for Iran’s military, and tar-
geting can allow it to do so without bombing
every power plant in the country.

The Farm Labor Shortfall Bites

griculture Secretary Brooke Rollins last
summer said the Trump Administra-
tion’s goal is to create a 100% American
farm workforce. Well, now the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

How Blue States Insulate Unions From Debate

Your editorial “Democrats vs. the
Freedom Foundation” (Review & Out-
look, April 2) outlines efforts to tar-
get the Freedom Foundation, a group
that alerts public employees that they
can opt out of paying union dues. The
troubling you highli;

self. For example, in most states,
public-sector unions aren’t required
to win re-election and instead get the
privilege of representing all employ-
ees (even dissenters) year after year.
Recent efforts in progressive
strongholds like Oregon and Hawaii

reflect a broader pattern of blue
states advancing a one-sided agenda
in favor of public-employee unions.
My research shows that teachers
and other public-employee unions
have long been state-subsidized politi-
cal actors. Beginning in the 1970s,
many states adopted labor laws and
bargaining arrangements that made it
cheaper and easier for these unions to
recruit members, collect dues and mo-
bilize members in politics. Those poli-
cies gave unions a built-in advantage.
Reform groups—including parent
activists, school-choice advocates
and the Freedom Foundation—must
organize and compete from the out-
side. By contrast, public-sector
unions operate from the inside, with
advantages created by the state it-

to create new civil penalties for al-
leged impersonation of a labor union
in worker outreach are less about
preventing deception than protecting
already advantaged political actors
from competition. After decades of
public unions benefiting from policies
that tilt the playing field in their fa-
vor, it’s hard to justify new efforts to
shut out competition.

Reasonable people can disagree
about the proper role of unions in
American democracy. But policymak-
ers should be cautious about crossing
the line from regulating conduct to
insulating one side of a political de-
bate from challenge.

MicHAEL T. HARTNEY
Fellow, Hoover Institution
Palo Alto, Calif.

Bernie Sanders Is Wrong About Al Innovation

Sen. Bernie Sanders offers under-
standable concerns in “Al Is a Threat
to Everything the American People
Hold Dear” (op-ed, April 3). Those
‘worries, however, shouldn’t lead us to
hit the brakes on innovation.

My husband and I recently hired a
high-school student who uses Al tools
alongside his own coding skills to im-
prove our business operations. He
sought us out, eager to learn our in-
dustry while sharing his expertise in
this new technology.

‘The next generation isn't being
bulldozed by Al; they’re partnering
with it. This reflects the entrepreneur-
ial spirit at its best—human creativity
cooperating with the gifts of reason
and invention. Fear is a poor guide for
policy. Instead of erecting burdensome

tion of the inflow of illegal aliens combined with
the lack of an available legal workforce, results
in significant disruptions to production costs and
threatening the stability of do-

Administration s quietly con-  U.S. workers applied for  mestic food production and
ceding that too few Americans 2 prices for U.S consumers,” the
want to work these grueling O"Iy 182 Of 415’000 ‘l()bs Trump DOL warned in its rule-
jobs, and that its policies risk advertised last year. making last fall.

driving up food prices.

The Trump Labor Depart-
ment to its credit has taken steps to make it
easier and less costly for farmers to hire sea-
sonal guest workers on H-2A visas. Last fall the
department relaxed a Biden wage mandate that
required farmers to pay guest workers on aver-
age $17.74 an hour—and as much as $19.97 an
hour in California—in addition to providing
housing and transportation.

The United Farm Workers (UFW) sued, argu-
ing that easing the wage mandates for guest
workers will undercut pay and demand for
American workers. Vice President JD Vance
makes a similar argument in support of reduc-
ing legal immigration.

The Labor Department disagrees. A Labor at-
torney told a federal judge last month at a hearing
on the UFW lawsuit that “there aren’t enough
Americans to take these jobs,” and making it more
costly to hire foreign workers won’t increase em-
ployment for Americans. “The near total cessa-

Restrictionists say farmers
could attract more U.S. work-
ers if they increased wages. DOL disagrees:
High wage mandates have “not resulted in a
meaningful increase in new entrants of U.S.
workers to temporary or seasonal agricultural
jobs.” Farmers received applications from U.S.
workers for only 182 of 415,000 positions adver-
tised in the last fiscal year.

Farmers report that crops are wasting in
fields because they can’t find workers. DOL
warns that shortages are resulting in more food
imports, which have become more expensive
because of Mr. Trump’s tariffs. Wholesale fresh
'vegetable prices have risen 48% in the past year,
according to the producer price index. Ameri-
cans no doubt have noticed in stores.

We’re glad the Administration is trying to
make it easier to hire guest workers, but how
about making the case to voters that the coun-
try needs legal immigrants for vital jobs that
drive the economy.

Jamie Dimon Warns on Private Credit

redemptions amid an investor rush to get
their money. Fund managers say in re-
sponse that alarms about pri-

P rivate investment funds are restricting

borrow at even higher rates,” Mr. Dimon warns—
a timeless lesson often forgotten in credit ma-
nias.

Mr. Dimon adds in his letter

vate credit defaults are over- The JP Morgan CEO that weakened underwriting
blown, while the ﬁr_xanqia] puts the mjm_pamc in has shqwn up in optimistic as-
press seems to be anticipating . sumptions about future per-
the worst. On Monday JPMor- useful pCI'SPECthe- formance, eroded protections

gan CEO Jamie Dimon injected
anote of good sense—and cau-
tion—into the debate.

“Ido believe that when we have a credit cycle,
which will happen one day, losses on all leveraged
lending in general will be higher than expected,
relative to the environment,” Mr. Dimon wrote in
his annual letter to shareholders. This is “because
credit standards have been modestly weakening
pretty much across the board.” He’s right.

The Federal Reserve’s easy money policy for
several years made credit cheap and encouraged
more risk-taking. Private credit has been a prime
beneficiary owing to banking regulations en-
acted after the Enron fiasco of the early 2000s
and the 2008-09 financial crisis. These regula-
tions made the banking system safer but have
also pushed more lending into private markets
that have less transparency.

Regulation and litigation risks have also re-
sulted in more companies staying private longer.
Private markets have supported the economy by
providing capital and credit to these companies.
Mr. Dimon notes that the leveraged private
credit market—one slice of private markets—
has soared to $1.8 trillion. That’s more than the
balance sheets of all but four banks.

‘The sudden collapse of subprime auto lender
Tricolor and parts supplier First Brands Group
last fall has also exposed weaknesses in credit
underwriting. Both companies were heavily lev-
eraged and have been accused of fraud. As Mr.
Dimon said last fall, “when you see one cock-
roach, there’s probably more.”

Cockroaches often become visible only during
periods of stress. “If rates or credit spreads ever
go up, the companies that borrowed will have to

for creditors, increased arbi-
trage, aggressive private credit
ratings and valuations and “payment-in-kind”
in which creditors agree to defer collection of in-
terest payments until a loan matures.

“By and large, private credit does not tend to
have great transparency or rigorous valuation
‘marks’ of their loans—this increases the chance
that people will sell if they think the environ-
ment will get worse—even if actual realized
losses barely change,” Mr. Dimon writes. Private
fund managers may sniff that the JPMorgan CEO
is arguing his book here, but he’s right about the
relative lack of transparency.

The good news is that Mr. Dimon says private
credit probably doesn’t pose a current systemic
risk. That’s the key issue for regulators, who
have to make sure that private credit losses
don’t bleed into the banking system. Let’s hope
Trump regulators are paying closer attention
than the Fed’s Michael Barr and Mary Daly did
to duration risk as interest rates were rising be-
fore the failures of Silicon Valley Bank and Sig-
nature Bank in 2023.

Another reason underwriting may have dete-
riorated is that the feds have repeatedly rescued
banks, as they did Silicon Valley and Signature
depositors. The government may be tempted to
doit again if alarge private fund teeters. But the
best way to impose discipline on private credit
is to let Adam Smith punish those who were
overleveraged or took the wrong risks. Others
will get the message.

So far cracks in private credit have been lim-
ited. But as we have learned over decades, it’s
the risks that nobody is paying attention to that
jump up and bite.

ic roadblocks that would
stifle progress, we should encourage
responsible innovation that serves hu-
man dignity and the common good.
Emiy WapE
Dallas

Mr. Sanders seems to believe he
can predict the dystopian future Al
has in store for us. Yet he assures us
that he and his colleagues in Con-
gress can forestall the inexorable

march of technology to protect us
from this fate. Contrary to these ar-
guments, it’s much more likely that
AT will empower us to build a
brighter future than we’ve ever imag-
ined—so long as Mr. Sanders and his
fellow politicians stay sufficiently out
of the way to allow innovation.
PETER GOETTLER
President and CEO, Cato Institute
Washington

Joseph Schumpeter wrote in 1942
about the “creative destruction” that
arises from capitalism, entrepre-
neurism and innovation. The U.S. has
faced the Industrial Revolution, the
age of steam, steel and railways, the
era of electrification and the automo-
bile, the digital age and so on. We’re
now in the Al era. In every prior case,
innovation disrupted jobs and life-
styles, but our country was always
propelled forward, creating more
business and more value for people.

Schumpeter predicted that the rise
of an “intellectual class” would lead
to regulation and the decline of en-
trepreneurism. Mr. Sanders is proof
that Schumpeter was right.

MaRTY CURRAN
Sarasota, Fla.

Britannia Doesn’t Rule the Waves Anymore

Regarding your editorial “Why
Britain Can’t Afford a Navy” (Review
& Outlook, April 3): When Ronald
Reagan in 1982 became the first U.S.
president to address both houses of
British Parliament, the British mili-
tary under Margaret Thatcher was
still a naval power, winning a dis-
tant war over the Falkland Islands.
Mike Johnson this year became the
first U.S. speaker of the House to ad-
dress Parliament, and the British
military is an embarrassment—as
your editorial points out, struggling
“to deploy the navy to the Mediter-
ranean to defend British assets dur-
ing the Iran war.”

In his speech to Parliament, Rea-
gan spoke eloquently of British forces.
“On distant islands in the South At-
lantic young men are fighting for
Britain,” he said. “And, yes, voices
have been raised protesting their sac-
rifice for lumps of rock and earth so
far away. But those young men aren’t
fighting for mere real estate. They

Why ‘No Kings’ Protesters
Won’t Win the Long Game

In “Protesters Throughout U.S. His-
tory Play the Long Game” (Letters,
March 31), Michael T. Tusa Jr. argues
that protests often achieve their
goals after many years. But the pro-
tests he cites—related to civil rights
and women’s right to vote—had
clearly articulated goals, while the No
Kings rallies seem to be a potpourri
of causes and complaints, none of
which is well articulated.

James H. BECHT
Bettendorf, lTowa

fight for a cause—for the belief that
armed aggression must not be al-
lowed to succeed . . . If there had
been firmer support for that principle
some 45 years ago, perhaps our gen-
eration wouldn’t have suffered the
bloodletting of World War 11.”

Today, the U.K. lacks the will to
help prevent the Middle East’s most
destabilizing regime and the world’s
leading state sponsor of terrorism
from building and eventually wielding
an arsenal of missiles and nuclear
weapons. “Britannia rules the waves”
encapsulated Great Britain’s com-
mand of the seas in a bygone era, but
it’s now an empty slogan indicting
the British navy’s decline.

CHARLES D. EDEN
Atlanta

Back-to-Basics Governance

Regarding Rahm Emanuel’s op-ed
“How Democrats Can Use Their Com-
ing Majority” (March 31): Democrats
need to provide a platform that fo-
cuses on the roots of governing.
Here'’s what I want as a voter. Promise
a simplified, non-policy-weighted tax
code. Sell me on the need for reliable
energy and how to achieve it. Recog-
nize that we've created a healthcare
system monster that needs reform by
removing layers of expensive adminis-
trative costs. Convince me that sanity
can be restored to our immigration
system. Promise me fiscal responsibil-
ity and accountability. Tell me yow'll
walk away from clickbait and focus on
sober, steady governing.

KarrLEEN HOLMES
Philadelphia
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OPINION

The Iran War Around the World

GLOBAL VIEW
By Walter Russell

M Mead

ith the Iran war in its
sixth week, we don’t
yet know how or
when it will end. But
we know that it mat-
ters. A lot. All wars matter intensely
to those caught up in them, but not
every war matters to the whole
world. The Iran war does, and every
great and near-great power is ad-
justing its foreign-policy strategies
in light of a conflict that is reshaping
world politics.

China is thousands of miles from
the Persian Gulf, but between its own
need for Gulf oil and the effects of
the Iran war on China’s neighbors

China sees opportunity.
Europe is divided. Aside
from Tehran itself, Russia
has the most to lose.

and trading partners, the conflict is
having major effects on Beijing. Some
effects are positive, from Xi Jinping’s
point of view. China’s return to its
program of building new islands in
the South China Sea has passed al-
most unnoticed in Washington,
where attention is firmly fixed on the
Middle East. But China doesn’t wel-
come higher fuel prices, and its ex-
port-dependent economy will be hard
hit by any global recession.

We can expect Beijing to focus

much harder on gaining the ability to
project power in and around the Gulf.
Already China has managed to take
advantage of its relationship with
Pakistan to enhance its diplomatic
and security influence over events in
the Middle East. This will likely lead,
among other things, to an intensifica-
tion of Sino-Indian competition in the
Indian Ocean and the Gulf. China will
seek more access to strategic ports
and routes. India will struggle to
frustrate those designs.

Japan has also discovered that dis-
tance doesn’t insulate it from events
in the Middle East. At the same time,
Tokyo understands that doubts about
President Trump don’t insulate it
from its need for a strong relation-
ship with a powerful U.S. China’s ef-
forts to increase its power and sway
in the Gulf and along the prime sea
routes pose strategic threats to
Japan’s access to the Gulf’s re-
sources. Tokyo fully realizes that
without American power, access to
Gulf oil and gas will depend on the
caprices of an Iranian government of
religious fanatics aligned with Russia
and China. Expect Japan to double
down on its efforts to rearm, expand
security partnerships with friendly
neighboring states, and stay focused
on maintaining the closest possible
relations with an unpredictable
Washington.

For India, the shock of the Iran
war has been profound. The country
has sustained a serious economic set-
back from high energy prices and dis-
ruptions in shipping and travel. In
addition, India’s rival Pakistan has
managed to insert itself into the
heart of Middle East diplomacy, even
as it deepens its relationship with
China. As a neighbor of Iran and a
Sunni-majority country with historic

Philipplv;e navy ad 6hinese ct;ast guard ships in the South China Sea.

links to the Gulf Arab states, Pakistan
is well placed to act as a broker for
peace talks. Its success in selling it-
self to Washington as a potential me-
diator has given it renewed diplo-
matic clout that India must now work
to counter.

For Europe, the Iran war is yet
another example of the Continent’s
declining significance in world af-
fairs, the problems of maintaining a
positive relationship with the U.S. in
the Trump era, and the difficulty of
getting European states to align
their policies on important issues.
European countries weren't con-
sulted over the decision to launch
the war, they have little to no influ-
ence over the course of the war, and
their interests are unlikely to be up-
permost in the minds of those who
finally end the war. Worst of all, per-
haps, the war has done more to di-
vide European countries than to
unite them. While Mr. Trump and

the Iran war are deeply unpopular
almost everywhere in the European
Union, Italy and Spain have taken ac-
tions designed to raise difficulties
for the American war effort, while
Germany and Romania have been
more supportive.

Next to the actual belligerents,
Russia may have the most to lose in
the war. The fuel shortage has
boosted Russian oil earnings at a
critical moment, and a longer war
will likely mean more demand for
Russian oil and gas at higher prices
in more markets around the world.
Beyond that, Russia’s interests are
more complex. Ukraine’s ability to
sell its drone expertise to the Gulf
Arab countries must have been a dis-
agreeable shock to the Kremlin. The
increasing bitterness between Iran
and its Arab neighbors also creates
problems for Russia’s attempts to
maintain its deep ties to Iran while
building cooperation with countries

like the United Arab Emirates. Mean-
while, the risk of alienating the
Trump administration is growing.
The Kremlin may get some emotional
satisfaction from retaliation against
American support for Ukraine by
helping Iran target American facili-
ties in the Gulf, but the costs could be

From the Russian perspective, the
worst possible end to the war would
be a collapse of the Iranian regime
and an end to Iran’s long isolation
from the West. This would deprive
Moscow of an ally and reduce the

s perceived value of a Russian alliance

among the world’s despots. It would
also seriously damage Vladimir Pu-
tin’s most cherished goal: the resto-
ration of Russian power across the
former Soviet Union.

Reintegrating Iran into the global
economy would lead to the develop-
ment of multiple pipeline and freight
routes for oil, gas and mineral ex-
ports from the landlocked ex-Soviet
republics of Central Asia, likely end-
ing any hope that Moscow could re-
assert dominance over any of them.
From an American point of view, in-
creasing the economic dynamism of
Central Asia while reducing its de-
pendence on China and Russia would
substantially improve the chances for
a long-term world peace.

The war shows us all that the se-
curity of the Gulf matters to every-
one. If at the end of the war Iran re-
tains the ability to close the Strait of
Hormuz, every country on earth will
need Tehran’s blessing to access vital
fuel and supplies. Whatever one
thinks of Mr. Trump and his decision
to initiate hostilities, a quick and
comprehensive American victory of-
fers the best hope for a peaceful fu-
ture in the Gulf and beyond.

A Judge Mistakes the Claude Chatbot for a Person

By Bridget McCormack
And Shlomo Klapper

federal judge in Manhattan
ruled in February that when a
criminal defendant used an Al
chatbot to prepare for his legal de-
fense, he waived attorney-client priv-
ilege. The prosecution can now read
every word he typed and the answers
he received. If this reasoning stands,
the consequences will reach far be-
yond artificial intelligence.

The defendant in U.S. v. Heppner
wasn't a rogue litigant trying to re-
place his lawyers with a chatbot. He
was represented by counsel and had
already received privileged commu-
nications from his defense attorneys.
His lawyers confirmed that he used
Anthropic’s Claude to organize and
analyze that material in preparation
for meetings with counsel. He then
shared the Al’s outputs with his at-
torneys, who used them in develop-
ing their strategy.

Judge Jed Rakoff held that the
Claude transcripts were protected by
neither the attorney-client privilege
nor the work-product doctrine. The
court’s reasoning: By typing infor-
mation into an Al platform, the de-
fendant “shared” it with a third
party, and because Anthropic’s pri-
vacy policy permits data collection
and potential further disclosure, no
“reasonable expectation of confiden-
tiality” existed.

The judge’s error was straightfor-
ward: He treated an Al model like a
person. Throughout his opinion, he
refers to the software engaging in
“communications” with the user. But
Al isn't a person; it is a computing
process. It can’t be deposed, call the
police or betray a confidence. The
third-party disclosure rule exists be-
cause sharing information with a hu-
‘man being creates a risk that the hu-
man will further di i it.

and elsewhere have reached the
same conclusion, The entire legal
profession has operated on this un-
derstanding for more than a decade.
Judge Rakoff’s opinion doesn’t cite,
distinguish or acknowledge any of
these authorities.

Other federal courts have reached
the opposite of Judge Rakoff’s con-
clusion. In Warner v. Gilbarco
(2026), Judge Anthony P. Patti of the

That risk doesn’t exist when the
“third party” is a statistical model
running on a server. Judge Rakoff
considered, and dismissed, the obvi-
ous point that typing into an AI tool
is no different from typing into a
cloud-based software, such as
Google Docs. His answer, that cloud
computing “is not intrinsically privi-
leged in any case,” is a non sequitur.
The question isn’t whether Google
Docs creates privilege. It's whether
Google Docs destroys it. No lawyer
in America thinks drafting a confi-
dential memo in Google Docs waives
the privilege over its contents. Judge
Rakoff’s opinion doesn’t explain why
the same act in another application
does.

No court has ever gone this far.
The American Bar Association con-
cluded in 2017 that lawyers may use
cloud computing without waiving
privilege, provided they take reason-
able security precautions. State bar
authorities in New York, California

NATO Allies Are

By Linas Kojala
And Vytautas Leskeviéius

resident Trump has turned the
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation into a political target of
his Iran war messaging. “NATO has
done absolutely nothing,” he said, af-
ter earlier calling allied reluctance to
help a “very stupid mistake” and
warning that “we don’t have to be
there for NATO.” Secretary of State
Marco Rubio echoed the line, saying
‘Washington would have to “re-exam-
ine all of this” after the operation
ends.
That line may prove politically ef-
fective, but it doesn’t reflect the full

the essential operating platform for
American power in the Middle East.

Look at the map of operations.
London, after some delay, authorized
the use of British bases for U.S.
strikes on Iranian missile sites tar-
geting shipping in the Strait of Hor-
muz. Portugal reaffirmed its decision
to allow the U.S. to use Lajes Air Base
in the Azores. Germany has kept
Ramstein Air Base available under
standing agreements—a vital U.S.
hub for logistics, force projection,
and drone-linked operations beyond
Europe—even as Berlin insists this
isn’t NATO’s war.

Italy still allows U.S. base access
and uverfhghts although it says any

picture. Even as many lead-
ers keep their political distance from
the war and continue to press for de-
escalation, they are helping to enable
the U.S. effort. They have provided

use must be
cleared by Rome first. Even France
has allowed U.S. aircraft presence on
French bases for missions supporting
Gulf partners, while barring those
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Jed Rakoff holds that a
defendant waived attorney-
client confidentiality by
asking Al about his case.

quences of Heppner. Google’s terms
of service grant the

population most in need of techno-

broad license to process user con—
tent and reserve the right to disclose
data in response to legal process.
Microsoft’s terms are comparable.
So are Amazon’s, Apple’s and Drop-
box’s. Under Judge Rakoff’s reason-
ing, every privileged document
drafted in Google Docs, every confi-
dential email sent through Gmail, ev-
ery sensitive legal file stored in any
cloud service has been “disclosed” to
the provider. The logic is identical.
The only difference is that the tool
in this case had the letters “Al” at-
tached to it.

The ruling also creates an ex-
traord.mary asymmetry in criminal
Federal prosecutors use

Eastern District of Michigan held
that Al chatbots are “tools, not per-
sons” and denied a motion to compel
a litigant’s Al materials. Last week
Magistrate Judge Maritza D. Bras-
well of the District of Colorado
reached the same conclusion in Mor-
gan v. V2X. Her order posed the
question Heppner never asked: Does
anyone with a Google account forfeit
all rights to confidentiality? Citing
the Supreme Court’s reasoning in
Carpenter v. U.S., she held that rout-
ing information through a third-
party system doesn’t destroy privacy
protections.

Consider the practical conse-

Al tools every day for investigations,
case preparation and legal research.
Those uses are shielded by govern-
ment privileges. But under Heppner,
a defendant who uses the same tech-
nology to prepare his own defense
has created a road map the prosecu-
tion can seize. Every question asked,
every draft generated, every strate-
gic pivot is preserved in the plat-
form’s logs and available on sub-
poena. The government gets to use
AL Defendants don’t.

For litigants navigating the legal
system without a lawyer, the impact
is massive. Under this ruling, every
interaction they have with an Al tool
is fully discoverable. This hurts the

logical and least
to absorb the consequences of Al log
exposure.

‘We both use Al tools in our pro-
fessional work, as does almost ev-
ery lawyer, judge and executive in
America. If using a computational
tool to process information consti-
tutes “disclosure” to a third party,
the implications extend to every-
one who has ever stored a confi-
dential document in the cloud or
sent an email. Much legal work is
compromised.

Heppner is a single district court
opinion. It binds no one beyond this
case. But it grabbed public attention,
and in law the opinion that gets read
is the opinion that gets followed.
Other courts may look to it for guid-
ance. They should look elsewhere.
The correct rule is straightforward:
Using a tool to process information
isn’t the same as disclosing informa-
tion to a person. Al is infrastructure,
not an interlocutor. Courts should
reject this reasoning before its logic
spreads.

Ms. McCormack is president and
CEO of the American Arbitration As-
sociation. She served as chief justice
of the Michigan Supreme Court,
2019-22. Mr. Klapper is CEO of
Learned Hand AL He served as a law
clerk on the Second U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, 2020-21.

Quietly Helping the U.S. in Iran

planes from taking part in strikes on
Iran.

Spain was the clear exception. The
leftist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
seemed eager to pick a fight with Mr.
Trump. Last year Madrid alone re-
fused to commit to NATO’s 5% de-
fense-spending target. Now it has de-
nied the use of Naval Station Rota
and Morén Air Base for Iran-related
operations and closed its airspace to
U.S. military flights linked to the war.
Yet when Spain blocked some routes
and facilities, flights were simply re-
routed elsewhere in Europe, includ-
ing through Germany.

The effect of allied support isn’t
merely symbolic. Access, basing
rights, overflight permissions, main-
tenance, refueling and logistics are
the skeleton of military power. With-
out them, American operations
would become slower, costlier and
riskier. Souda Bay on the Greek is-
land of Crete served as a working
port for the USS Gerald R. Ford to re-
supply, refuel and undergo repairs
before the carrier moved on to Split,
Croatia, for further maintenance af-
ter a fire aboard the ship.

No one has made that point more
clearly than U.S. Air Force Gen.
Alexus Grynkewich, NATO’s top com-
mander in Europe. In a March state-
ment to the Senate, he wrote that
the Continent’s geography and pos-
ture allow the U.S. European Com-
mand to support other combatant
commands with “critical logistics,
ready forces, and lethal capabilities,”

1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y., 10036
‘Telephone 1-800-DOWJONES

DOW JONES | News Conppr

and that U.S. power projemon de-
pends on D allies. In the
hearing itself, he also said the “yast
majority” of European allies had
been “extremely supportive.”

That is the paradox at the heart of
the current trans-Atlantic debate. Po-
litically, the war with Iran has wid-
ened the gap between Washington
and many European governments.
Operationally, it has underscored
how heavily the U.S. still relies on
Europe—and how cooperative most
European governments are.

Spain is the exception, but
the U.K., Italy, Germany,
Portugal and even France
are doing their parts.

We have been here before. Certain
elements of the Iran operations echo
war in Iraq. Especially during the
later stages of that war in 2007-09,
support had faded across much of
Europe. Washington wanted to show
it wasn’t acting alone. In that atmo-
sphere, the political symbolism of
backing the U.S. often mattered as
much as real military help. That was
also the backdrop to the 2003 “Vil-
nius 10” episode, in which Central
and Eastern European countries sup-
ported Washington. French President
Jacques Chirac, a strong opponent of
the effort in Iraq, rebuked them for
having “missed a great opportunity
to shut up.”

Back then, the U.S. seemed to need
more supporters’ flags. The more, the
merrier. And everyone’s flag counted.
This time, Washington likely needs
both flags and capabilities. Yet a
striking gap has emerged: While
some allies quietly provide the capa-
bilities, there is a visible lack of polit-

ical backing. This is a product of
short memories. In 2010 NATO was
already clear that Iran’s and North
Korea’s nuclear and ballistic-missile
programs threatened the allies—
meaning Europe, too.

For various reasons, the political
stance is unlikely to change. Yet it
shouldn’t obscure the reality of prac-
tical cooperation. Four years into
Russia’s full-scale war against
Ukraine, the risks of public passions
taking over and damaging NATO as a
whole are too high. NATO’s eastern
flank would bear the greatest cost,
living as it does in the shadow of war
and unable to afford any weakening
of the American role in Europe’s se-
curity architecture.

That is why allies should resist tit-
for-tat rhetoric and focus on exam-
ples of working together. This is the
backdrop to NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte’s trip to Washington this
week. The core message should be
simple: Europe isn’t only a consumer
of U.S. security. It is part of the ma-
chinery of American power projec-
tion, hosting roughly 80,000 U.S.
troops and some 40 bases that both
deter enemies and support opera-
tions far beyond the Continent.

Europe may not want political re-
sponsibility for another Middle East
war. But it remains strategically in-
dispensable to Washington. Mr.
Trump’s own campaign has made
that plain.

Mr. Kojala is CEO of the Geopoli-
tics and Security Studies Center,
based in Vilnius, Lithuania. Mr.
Leskevicius is a senior policy analyst
at the center and a former Lithuanian
ambassador to NATO.



Chicago Tribune | Section A | Tuesday. April 7.2026 5

Par Ridder
General Manager

Mitch Pugh
Executive Editor

Chicago Tribune

Chris Jones, Editorial Page Editor

Founded June 10,1847

DIRECTORS OF CONTENT
da Kasel

Stacy St. Clair, Managing Editor

1 1

Sports and

Todd Panagopoulos, Visuals

If anyone in the state
legislature understands the
challenges faced by a mayor, it'sa
former mayor.

Soit’s striking that state Rep.
Anthony DeLuca, former mayor
of south suburban Chicago
Heights, is the chief sponsor of
abill moving through the Illi-
nois House that would bid forbid
counties or municipalities from
imposing taxes on companies
based on the number of workers
they employ.

This measure is a direct
response to Mayor Brandon
Johnson’s feverish attempt
late last year to tax the larg-
est private-sector employers in
Chicago to the tune of $21 per job
per month.

Johnson was so intent on fore-
ingthat terrible idea through
the City Council that he took
Chicago to the brink of a govern-
ment shutdown before allowing
abudget without the head tax to
become law without his signa-

ture.

DeLuca told the Tribune he
hasbeen a strong proponent of
local rights. But, he said, the awful
message sent to businesses by
taxing the very jobs they create
made this issue an exception for
him. “We must have a pro-growth,
abusiness-friendly atmosphere in
Tllinois,” he said.

In that effort, he is supported by
an assortment of business groups,
led by the Illinois Manufacturers’
Association.

Thebill cleared the House
Revenue and Finance Committee
March 19 on a 19-0 vote, which
included the support of panel
Chairman Curtis Tarver. Tarver
represents a South Side district
and has been a persistent critic

EDITORIALS

Springfield defends us all against
Mayor Johnson’s worst ideas

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson speaks to the media after his proposed head tax was voted down in a City
Council committee meeting on Nov. 17. TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

of Johnson’s approach to Spring-
field.

eld.
Ordinarily, like DeLuca, we
wouldn't be supportive of state
lawmakers tellinglocalities what
policies they can’t pursue in trying
to solve their own problems. But
there are exceptions to every rule,
and we agree wholeheartedly
‘with DeLuca on this one. When
both Chicago and Illinois have
significantly lagged the nation
as awhole in terms of economic
growth, there are few tax ideas
more counterproductive than
penalizing big companies for
employing people withinacity’s
boundaries.

The Johnson administra-
tion didn’t help its cause when it
unaccountably failed to dispatch
arepresentative to testify at the
hearing on the bill. Asked about
that, the mayor’s chief of exter-
nal affairs, Kennedy Bartley, said,
“point well taken.”

But, she added, “Itisn’t a secret
‘what our advocacy is centered
around, it’s progressive revenue
like the ... head tax.”

Sure, everyone is well aware
of the mayor’s fixation on higher
taxes. But that doesn’t excuse
failing to execute on the ABCs of
lobbying — such as not bothering
even to show up ata hearing on

apolicy the mayor considers an
urgent priority.

‘While Chicago is at no immi-
nentrisk of instituting Johnson’s
jobs tax following the City Coun-
cil’s adamant rejection, Spring-
field ought to make the possibility
of alater revival of that policy a
dead letter. Taking that option
off the table for good would help
boost badly needed business
confidence in the future gover-
nance of Chicago.

Thatsaid, Springfield has
hindered municipalities in
important ways from addressing
their budget constraints. DeLuca
over the past several years has

beenaleading voice inthe Capitol
for sharing more of the income tax
revenues the state generates with
municipalities. What for decades
was a10% share with localities
was chopped to closer to 6% when
Tllinois hiked its income tax to
4.95% in 2011

The percentage has bounced
around since then, but the bottom
line is that the state has retained
virtually all the revenues from the
income tax hike while localities
have resorted to one of the only
revenue sources available to them
— property taxes. Inmany parts
of Illinois, we now have a full-
fledged property taxrevolt on our
hands as aresult.

Gov. JB Pritzker has proposed
to make the situation even worse
in his fiscal 2027 budget, propos-
ingto shave localities’ share of
income taxes to 6.28% from 6.47%
in order to help balance the state’s
budget.

The General Assembly should
restore that higher share in its
final budget next month.

It’s distressing that John-
son’s fellow Democrats in the
Statehouse must expend time
and energy trying to stave off
his economically destructive
policies. It used to be that when
Chicago mayors spoke in Spring-
field, lawmakers listened and
in most cases tried to help. That
hasn’tbeen the case for the
entirety of Johnson’s term, which
now is about to enter its fourth

year.

Until Chicago, the state’s
economic engine, can begin
rowing in the same policy direc-
tions as our representatives in
Springfield, getting Illinois out of
the economic mud will continue
tobe anuphill battle.

What Artemis II explains about life here on Earth

Four astronauts are on a
journey around the moon, a
mission that offers a rare chance
to see our world from a distance,
and ourselves more clearly.

One of the reasons people
appreciate travel is that it offers
adifferent perspective on home.
Distance has away of recalibrat-
ing whatactually is important.

Now imagine gaining sucha
perspective from deep in space.

The United States is sending
astronauts around the moon for
the first time in more than 50
years. Artemis IT blasted off from
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in
Florida on April 1, kicking offan
approximately 10-day trip around
the moon before a return to Earth.
Ifall goes to plan, the four-per-
son crew will travel more than
685,000 miles. Already, they have
surpassed the distance record
set during the Apollo era, travel-

ing farther from Earth than any
humans before them.

Victor Glover, one of the Arte-
mis II crew, is quickly becoming
something of a spacefaring philos-
opher.

“I think, as we go into Easter
Sunday, thinking about all the
cultures all around the world,
whether you celebrate it or not,
whether you believe in God or
not, this is an opportunity for us
toremember where we are, who
‘we are, and that we are the same
thing, and that we’ve got to get
through this together,” Glover told
CBS News on Sunday.

It’s a welcome message.

‘We've spent years focusing on
what makes us different, grow-
ingangrier at neighbors and
strangers alike for not sharing
our views on politics, religion
and an ever-widening range of
other cultural touchstones. It has

become easier to sort ourselves
into camps than to see what we
share.

Artemis IT’s crew brings
together a group of four explor-
ers from different parts of North
America— from Maryland to
California to North Carolina
— and different backgrounds,
including American NASA astro-
nauts Glover, Reid Wiseman
and Christina Koch. Astronaut
Jeremy Hansen will become the
first Canadian to go around the
moon.

Yet footage has shown their
shared bond aboard the ship,
along with their zero-gravity
indicator plushie, amoon-shaped
creation called “Rise;” inspired by
the Apollo 8 “Earthrise” moment.
‘We watched as the astronauts
embraced after naming a moon
crater “Carroll,” after Wiseman’s
late wife, who died from cancer

leaving the astronaut as asingle
dad of two daughters.

Adults and kids alike have
been captivated by this mission
and these human stories. They
remind us that while we may
feel bogged down by the weight
of earthly difficulties and chal-
lenges, humans are capable of
adventure, exploration and the
pursuit of knowledge that will
shape and benefit future genera-
tions.

Some of the stated goals of
the mission include “preparing
humanity to live and work on
the Moon,” a stepping stone for
future trips elsewhere — to Mars,
AsNASA often puts it, “science
enables exploration, and explo-
ration enables science.” It'sa
reminder that missions like Arte-
mis IT are not just symbolic, but
expand what humanity knows
and what it s capable of doing

next. Artemis is about growth
and advancement, setting records
and charting new territory, very
much in keeping with America’s
pioneering history and spirit.

Glover’s message hearkened
back to the Apollo 8 crew in 1968,
when crew members joined
together on Christmas Eve to read
from the Book of Genesis.

Apollo 8 was the first crewed
spacecraft to leave Earth’s orbit,
reach the Moon, orbit itand
return safely. This mission, too,
took place duringa tumultuous
period in U.S. history marked by
war, social and political upheaval.
Before this first trip to the moon,
the nation mourned the assassi-
nations of Martin Luther King Jr.
and Robert F. Kennedy.

Atamoment when the Middle
East feels aflame, four people
looking back at this planet from
deep space didn’t see borders.

ON THIS DAY 26 YEARS AGO
GIVE THE JUDICIARY A RAISE

Tllinois legislators have appar-
ently decided that reelection is
the better part of valor. Senators
have voted to reject a pay raise
for themselves, lest voters take
offense. The House is expected to
follow suit.

That’s a political judgment for
the lawmakers, that they would
prefer toreject modest pay raises
recommended by an indepen-
dent commission than to take the
money and risk getting voted out
ofoffice. But there is more to this
than their own care and feeding.

There s, believe itor not, a
good government element to this.
The Compensation Review Board
... has made recommendations for
the salaries of the lawmakers, as
well as state department heads,
judgesand county prosecutors.
The review board considers these
increases to be what’sneeded to
keep public salaries here compet-
itive with those in other states
and private industry.

Theboard has recommended
that legislators get a 2 percent
raise in January and another 2
percentin July 2001, on top ofa
4 percent cost-of-living increase
they will receive automatically
this summer. That would raise
the base salary for lawmakers to

$58,000in2001.

Under state law, legislators will
getthe money if they do nothing.
Butthey intend to vote against
the raises. The problem s, the
legislators also will sink the pay
raises for everyone else. That
would be a mistake, particularly
for the judiciary.

The review board has recom-
mended a2 percentraise for
judges, which would be added to
an automatic 4 percent cost-of-
living increase.

No one is going to cry poor for
judges. A Supreme Court justice
receives $147024 a year. Appellate
justices get $138,376 and circuit
judges pull in $126,978. But this
isacase where private indus-
try—the legal industry—is quite
competitive. First-year associates
in major Chicago law firms earn
more than $100,000 ayear.

The public has a stake in
attracting well-qualified people
to the bench and in keeping them
there. ... The legislators should
approve the recommendations
ofthe review board. If they don’t
want their own pay raise, pass
separate legislation to roll itback.

" Tribune editorial board,
April7,2000
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OPINION

“The Pitt’ dramatizes the very real burnout that
threatens medical care workers and patients

By Jennifer Obel
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Inbetween patients at my
oncology clinic, I couldn’t catch
my breath. I asked my nurse to
check my oxygen level and pulse.
My chest felt heavy, as if some-
thing were pressingonit.

Isat in d’le same exammanon
chair my patients use, watching
the monitor and running through
possible diagnoses. But I knew
what this was.

A panic attack.

My mother had just called.
‘While she felt fine, her routine
CT scan showed fluid around
her lung. I didn’t need anyone
to explain what it meant. 'man
oncologist. Pleural effusion, in this
context, is definitive: It meant her
cancer had spread.

She didn’t know yet. I did.

Over the next two years, as she
lived with Stage IV lung cancer,
Imoved between my roles as
daughter and doctor, manag-
ing my own patients and quietly
absorbing her suffering. The
message from my oncology divi-
sion was clear: Keep working.
There was no space to feel.

That expectation is notinei-
dental. It is structural. The system
holds because the people inside
itare asked to absorb more than
they should.

That’s why ascene in the HBO
medical drama “The Pitt” stopped
me.

Dr. Samira Mohan is dealing
witha chaotic emergency depart-
ment while fielding calls from her

Actors Gerran Howell, from left, Amielynn Abellera, Noah Wyle, Sepideh Moafi and Supriya Ganesh in Season 2 of the medical drama“The Pitt."

'WARRICK PAGE/HBO MAX

required of the medical team in
order for health care to stay afloat.
Medxcme doesnot Just demand

mother. The pace is relentl

Her body gives way to chest pain,
sweating and a sense of impend-
ing doom. She is triaged asa
patient. Butitisn’ta heartattack.
‘When she returns to her duties,
Dr. Robby, the attending physi-
cian, dismisses it as “mommy
issues.”
Itwas one of the first times I felt
seen, and it came from a TV show.
“The Pitt” reflects the fail-
ures of our health care system —

a]s It demands that we ignore
ourselves and our needs, even
when the personal cost is high.
Inarecentepisode of “The

Pitt;” a student doctor who leaves
promptly at the end of her shift
instead of working over tellsa
senior resident that 60% of emer-
gency physicians reportburn-
out. Hers is a quiet act of refusal.
Because in medicine, the expecta-
uon isthat we shou]d stay through

overcrowded rooms, 1 crisis and
too few doctors and too many the slow erosion of self we are
patients. It shows an uninsured trained to ignore.

patient who s suffering from Every part of medicine func-
diabetic ketoacidosis,acondition  tions this way. The emergency
inwhichblood sugarspiralsout ~ department s just where the

of control, but who leaves before
his treatment is complete because
he cannot afford to stay. It shows
ason who drives for more than
an hour so his criticallyill father
can get dialysis after they discover
their local hospital has closed.
But what the show captures
‘with unusual insight is some-
thingmore fundamental. “The
Pitt” reveals not just what the
system lacks, but the self-sacrifice

strain is most visible. In the oper-
ating room, care depends on
layers of people — nurses, anes-
thesiolog'sts, surgical technicians,
assistants — contributing a differ-
ent piece of the whole. Oncology
clinics run on the same coordi

is missed, whether from fatigue,
overload or distraction, the entire
performance begins to unravel.

“The Pitt” is filmed the same
‘way, the camera moving contin-
uously from one person to the
next, as if there is no pause in the
system.

Burnout is not simply an
individual condition. It is the
predictable result of a system that
operates without a buffer.

Health care redistributes straux

arm around a young nurse’s

neck and chokes her until the
charge nurse intervenes. Though
shaken, the novice nurse insists
on finishing her shift. There is
no pause long enough to process
what happened and no space for
recovery.

Thave done this myself. Years
ago, 1 had a nonviable pregnancy
and chose a surgical termination
— not because it was an emer-
gency butbecause it fitaround

Atthe Art Institute of Chicago,
there isa painting I often return
to: pointillist Georges Seurat’s “A
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of
LaGrande Jatte” It depicts a calm
afternoon along the Seine River in
Paris. But step toward it, and the
image dissolves into tens of thou-
sands of points, which you can see
only up close.

“The Pitt” is that way, too. From
adistance, the system seems
coherent. Up close, itbecomes

‘When one physician is exh my clinic schedule. Isaw nine clear that the system depends on

others compensate. Whenanurse  patients that mcmmg beforedriv-  individuals taking on more than

is stretched too thin, ingtomy gy ist'sofficefor  theyshould, persisting when they

else absorbs the delay Topatients, the procedure. should be allowed to stop and

the system appears relatively Ireturned towork thenextday  breathe.

intact because the people in it without time to mourn. It was Art preserves amoment by

bend tokeep it that way. But when  practical. I did not feel T could showinga historical portrayal of

enough people are depleted atthe  risk miscarryingatwork because  how people lived. It does not have

same time, whatappearstobean  of the pain, the bleeding and the to define the future.

isolated error s often the predict-  disruption it would cause me and ‘We should hope that one day,

ableresultofasystem pushed past my patients. physicians in training will watch

its capacity. Thisis what medicine teaches: ~ “The Pitt” and find the burnout
“The Pitt” lays bare these pres- Endure hardshlp and orgamze unrecogmzable —notbecause

sures. In the first season, a charge url d the ion hanged but

nurse takes abreak outsidefrom  that patient care is paramount. because what we ask of practi-

arelentless shift. A disgruntled While we call resilience a tioners finally has.

tion, as do inpatient teams.

Itis less like a hierarchy than an
orchestra, each person enteringat
the right moment. There is little
margin for error. When one note

patient follows her and punches
herin the face, knocking her to the
ground. She returns to work.

In the second season, a patient
under the influence wraps his

strength, it is often a requirement
that does damage over time. The

system depends on people carry-
ing on without time to recover or
reflect.

Dr. Jennifer Obel is a retired
oncologist who writes about the
intersection of medicine, ethics
and public policy.

After a year

By Carlos Ramirez-Rosa
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Every day across Chicago, chil-
dren play in parks in every neigh-
borhood. Families gather along
the lakefront. Neighbors come
together in the public spaces we
allshare.

Chicago’s parks are woven into
everyday life. Last year alone,
more than 36 million visits were
made to Chicago Park District
parks and programs.

But the scale of our park system
tells only part of the story.

Avyear ago, Istepped into the
role of general superintendent
and CEO ofthe Chicago Park
District after serving 10 years as
aChicago alderman. As alifelong
Chicagoan, T knew our parks were
special. What I've learned over
the past year is just how extraordi-
nary they truly are.

Inmy first weeks, I made ita
priority to meet with park super-
visors, leadership and staffacross
the district. Together, they repre-
sent more than 5,000 years of
combined experience caring for
Chicago’s parks and delivering
programming for our communi-
ties.

of leading Chicago’s parks, here’s what

Those experiences have rein-
forced the importance of building
astronger, more accountable and
moreresilient organization.
That’s why we created the
Office of Prevention and Account-
ability to centralize reporting and
responses to misconduct. Engage-
ment with the office continues to
grow —areflection of increasing
4

in sustaining our parks. Major
concerts and international sport-
ingevents at Soldier Field gener-
ate tens of millions of dollars each
year to support programming
across the city. Festivals such as
Lollapalooza and other permitted
events generate more than $25
million annually.

d through

AChicago
lifeguard
walks near
Ohio Street
Beachasa
rainbow forms
above Lake
Michigan after
asummer
stormon
Aug.12,2025.
ARMANDOL.
SANCHEZ/
CHICAGO
TRIBUNE

team s already working on the
next phase for summer 2027, with
the goal of building a system that
better serves families. We still
have work to do, and Chicago
families are right to expect a regis-
tration system that is simpler,
fairer and easier to navigate.

‘We are also making our deci-

Every dollar
se events is one less dollar that

And thatexperiencer
only a fraction of our workforce.
That depth of knowledge and
commitment helps sustain one of
the largest and most dynamic park
systems in the world.

The Chicago Park District
operates 617 parks, 26 miles of
lakefront and beaches, and 77
pools. Each year, we offer roughly
30,000 programs, serving millions
and making the district one of the
largest providers of arts, cultural
and recreational programmingin
Chicago. Our municipal aquatics
system alone is one of the largest
in the country — larger per capita
than that of New York City or Los
Angeles.

Operating a system of this scale
has not been without challenges.

and Inour
2026 budget, we expanded staff-
ingto build on that progress.

At the same time, we have
prioritized growing our lifeguard
workforce. Through our partner-
ship with After School Matters,
our Lifeguard Explorers program
helps young Chicagoans train for
careers in aquatics. The program
expanded from four sites to seven,
with plans for continued growth.

anks to those efforts —along
with aggressive recruitment and
training — last summer marked
the first time since the pand

must come from property taxes —
and one more that can be invested
in neighborhood parks, programs
and maintenance. These events
drive tourism, support local busi-
nesses and create good jobs.

‘We have also worked to
modernize systems that families
rely on.

For years, summer day camp
registration has been asource
of frustration. This year, we
are launching the first phase of

more transp:
and community-driven. This
year, the Park District launched a
participatory budgeting initiative,
givingresidents a direct voice in
how funds are invested in their
neighborhood parks.

Across the district, we have
strengthened core operations
and modernized how we serve
the public. In the past year, we
launched a new website to make
programs easier to access and
restructured our Security Depart-
ment into a Department of Public

reforms to e the proces:
and ible. Improve-

that our outdoor pools were open
seven days a week citywide.

Over the past year, I have also
gained a deeper appreciation for
the role revenue generation plays

mentsinclude anew map-based
search showing available slots,
clearer step-by-step instructions
and preregistration webinars.
This is only the beginning. Our

Safety with technology,
staffing and a focus on prevention.
‘We also strengthened policies
related to workplace violence and
firearms and provided updated
staff training to ensure our parks
remain safe and welcoming.

I've learned

‘We continue investing in the
long-term future of our parks.
Recent investments include
lead service line replacement,
Americans with Disabilities Act
improvements at park facilities
used as polling locations and envi-
ronmental restoration efforts such
asthe planned transformation of
the Calumet Confined Disposal
Facility into anew lakefront park
space on Chicago’s Southeast Side.

Our commitment also extends
to programs that support commu-
nity safety. Night Outin the
Parks brings music, culture and
performances into neighbor-
hoods across the city, activating
public spaces and bringing people
together.

At atime when many cities are
grappling with public safety and
social connection, parks are more
than places to relax. They create
opportunities for young people.
They strengthen neighborhoods
and our local economy. They serve
as community anchors.

More than a century ago, Pres-
ident Theodore Roosevelt called
Chicago’s park system “the most
notable civic achievement in any
American city” After ayear lead-
ing the Chicago Park District, I
believe that still rings true.

Inacityas blgand complexas
Chicago, there are not many things
that truly belong to everyone. Our
parks do. They are where Chicago
breathes, where neighbors
become community and where the
future of our city takes root.

AsTbeginmy second yearin
this role, I remain committed to
protecting and advancing our
parks for the benefit of all 2.7
million Chicagoans across 77
communities.

Thope tosee you in the parks —
because they belong to you, and to
allof us.

Carlos Ramirez-Rosa is general
superintendent and CEO of the
Chicago Park District.
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OPINION

Our NATO allies are unwilling to play
Donald Trump’s garne this time around

‘ - ﬁa‘
Daniel DePetris

Mark Rutte may not be a house-
hold name in the Chicago area or
the rest of America, but the man
is perhaps the only thing standing
in the way of a full-blown collision
between President Donald Trump
and the NATO alliance.

NATO’s secretary-general has
emerged as Europe’s most capa-
ble Trump whisperer, some-
one who can fly to Washington
atamoment’s notice to talk the
mercurial president away from
the ledge. Last July, Rutte made a
trip to the White House to push
fora NATO-financed scheme that
would sustain weapons shipments
to Kyiv for Ukraine’s war against
Russia — following Trump’s infa-
mous blowup with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Rutte pulled it off again in Octo-
ber, when it seemed like Trump
would bypass Ukraine to negoti-
ate an end to the war directly with
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

‘What Rutte did back then
appears relatively easy compared
with the challenge he facesin
‘Washington this week. The rela-
tionship between NATO and its
most important member, the
United States, is shaky. The nearly
six-week-long war in Iran may
be occurring thousands of miles
away from NATO headquarters,
butits impacts are reverberating
throughout Europe in the form of
ballooning fuel prices and the risk
of energy shortages. Trump has
been in an increasingly agitated
state, lobbing barbs at the alli-
ance for refusing to help clear the
Strait of Hormuz, the Persian Gulf
chokepoint where around 20% of
the world’s oil flowed until Iran
effectively shuttered it. It may
be time, Trump recently said, to
consider withdrawing from the
organization.

Ordinarily, such words would
set off panic throughout Europe.
‘When Trump blasted NATO
allies during the organization’s
2018 summit for penny-pinching
on defense, European heads of
state responded by pledging more
defense spending. Last year, in the
midst of Trump’s attacks on Zelen-
skyy and a growing perception in

NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte speaks durlng ameeting with President Donald Trump on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos,
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European capitals that Trumpwas Hormuz functioning are going to

ready to leave NATO behind, the
alliance’s members mollified him
by pledgingto spend 5% of their
gross domestic product on the
military over the next decade.
This time, Trump’s pressure
tactics are sparking resistance,
not appeasement. He is huffing
and puffing like he did before,
but Europe isn’t responding
in the way he’d like by sending
their limited naval assets into the
Strait of Hormuz. Instead, NATO
is staying on the sidelines, and
some members such as France,
Spain and Italy are prohibiting
U.S. military aircraft from using
their bases for the war effort. As
one can imagine, this is enraging
some Republican talking heads.
AriFleischer, George W. Bush’s
former press secretary, accused
NATO’s Western European
heavyweights of compromising
the unity of the alliance. Ditto
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham: “The
repercussions of providinglittle
assistance to keep the Strait of

be wide and deep for Europe and
America”

The Europeans are shrug-
ging off these comments, if not
ignoring them entirely. None of
thembelieve waging a war of
choice against Iran is a particu-
larly smart thingto do — and the
reasons for that are clear. Nobody
wants higher oil and gas prices.
Their interests aren’t served when
Iranian missiles and drones target
Qatari natural gas facilities, Saudi
refineries and Kuwaiti oil fields.

And with the warin Ukraine still
very much churning along, the last
thing European states want to do
is deploy their warships, surveil-
lance assets and combat aircraft to
serve awar they weren’t consulted
about. French President Emman-
uel Macron spoke for many of his
European colleagues when he
implied that the U.S. is essentially
asking for abailout.

“I'mnot here t on

their own,” Macron told jour-
nalists last week. “They can later
complain that they aren’t being
supported in this operation that
they decided on alone””

The average American may find
all of this fairly abstract, but the
Iran war actually provides a good
lesson in what alliances are — and,
justas importantly, what they’re
not.

Alliances involve security rela-
tionships between two or more
states againsta common threat;
ideally, the countries that enter
into them all benefit. NATO is
often referred to as a golden class
because all of its members are
entitled to the same protection:
Anattack on one is considered an
attack on all. By pooling resources
and committing to one another’s
defense, deterrence is strength-
ened and a potential attacker
likely will think twice before

waging war.
Alli 1

an operation that the Americans
decided on with the Israelis, on

wever, do not mean
states have to engage in warfare
justbecause an ally chooses to do

so. For instance, if Poland were to
attack Belarus, the U.S., France
and Germany, among other NATO
members, would not be required
to enter into the conflict. States
still have agency and the capacity
to make decisions for themselves,
and ultimately national interests
override other considerations.

If astate concludes that enter-
inga conflictis notin its own
interest, then it has the sover-
eignty right to be a spectator.

Trump, of course, probably
didn’t take an international rela-
tions course during his days at
Penn’s Wharton School. If he did,
he would understand that the
United States having allies does
not entitle it to automatic support
ofits decision-making. This is
especially the case if the decision
involves starting a war none of
those allies wanted.

Daniel DePetris is a fellow at
Defense Priorities and a foreign
affairs columnist for the Chicago
Tribune.

Voice of the People

Weaponizing religion

Iam an Iranian American. The
leader of my adopted country
is bombing my country of birth
and threatening to send it —and
its people — “back to the Stone
Ages” I am watching one govern-
ment endanger the very people
who nurtured me as a young man,
enabling me to come here, build
afamily, and contribute mean-
ingfully to this nation’s economy
and technological advancement.
Twrite this fully aware that our
secretary of state finds it import-
antto scrutinize dissenting voices,
even among naturalized Ameri-
cans. Sobeit.

The war on Iranis illegal and
immoral — there are no Iranian
weapons capable of reaching
American soil, and no credlble
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Evangelist Franklin Graham speaks at the Conservative Political Action
Conference CPAC in Grapevine, Texas, on March 25,
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inofficial aswell —in

hasbeenp dto

suggestan imminent threat. By
and large, Americans are decent
people. Many see this war for
whatit is. A majority oppose it,
and those in power know that.

So how is such a war justified?
A prominent Christian Zion-
ist pastor, Franklin Graham,
claims that Persians — by which
he means the people of modern
Iran — seek to murder Jews.
He invokes the story of Esther,
recounting how a Jewish queen
and her cousin thwarted a plot
against their people in ancient
Persia about 2,500 years ago.
From this, he implies amoral
Justxﬁcanou for today 's war.

This is a mis] and

prayers for destruction, in invo-
cations of divine sanction for war
and in casual references to cata-
strophic violence.

Religious and public leaders

who remained hostages for 444
days. Let’s not forget 9/11, when
nearly 3,000 people died due to
aterrorist attack on our country.
Let’s remember Oct. 7, 2023, when
Israel was attacked by Hamas,

must be held accountable when whichis financed by Iran.
they weapomze belief to justify Dowe need to wait until we are
suffering. C ion from d in our own country?

moral authorities, including Pope
Leo XIV, has been important —
butitis not enough. The media,
too, must do more than simply
report these claims. It must chal-
lenge them.

Silence, or neutrality in the face
of such distortion, is complicity.
— Mehran Arbab, Chicago

Di of people

selective retelling. It omits that
the same biblical account also
describes the killing of 75,000
Iranian Persians by the Iranian
Jews in the aftermath. Itignores
that the traditional burial site
of Esther and Mordecai lies in
present-day Iran, in the city of
Hamadan — respected by Iranians
across religious lines. It overlooks
that Cyrus the Great, founder of
the Persian Empire, liberated the
Jews from Babylon, supported
their return to Jerusalem and
funded the rebuilding of their
temple. These are not obscure
facts; they are foundational to our
shared story.

The distortion usesreligion as
atool toinflame hate and justify
violence. Such rhetoric echoes

Our military campaign in Iran,
along with Israel’s goal of erad-
icating Hezbollah in Lebanon,
is displacing people throughout
the Middle East. Who are we to
lecture our European allies about
limiting migration of people,
when our own actions, along with
Israel’s, have created this humani-
tarian crisis?

— Silvana Santilli, Oak Park

Let president end threat
Reading some of Friday’s
letters, I wonder if the writers
are too young to remember or if
they have memory loss when it
comes to Iran’s threat to Amer-
ica.Iremember watchingon
adaily basis the status of the
hostages taken in Iran in 1979,

The threat has been there for 47
years. Let the president end it.
— Patricia Bonk, Midlothian

Hegseth's decision-making

AsRobert Geist's letter
“Soldiers will follow Hegseth”
(April 3) reached print, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth uncer-
emoniously fired revered Army
Chief of Staff Gen. Randy George;
Gen. David Hodne, head of Army
training; and Maj. Gen. William
Green Jr,, the Army’s chief chap-
lain. All this a month into a war of
choice going terribly wrong.

The Army hasbeen senselessly
thrown into chaos. U.S. military
morale isin free fall. Hegseth may
just have made the biggest military
leadership mistake in U.S. history.

Geist might view Hegseth asa
military leader he could follow.
Butifso, it’s doubtful a single
active Army soldier would be
following behind Geist.

— Walt Zlotow, West Suburban
Peace Coalition, Glen Ellyn

me because they turn ona dime
and dramatically go up and down
whenever President Donald
Trump says something or posts
something on Truth Social.

1find this unnerving to a certain
extent, because I would not trust
anything coming from him. He
isaconsistent liar, makes exag-
gerations and often contradicts
himself.

Tamnot an economist and do
not own any stocks directly, but T
am aware that my annuities and
pensions are affected by market
turmoil. My advice to those who
own stocks? Just hold on to them
for the long term until this highly
unpredictable man is out of the
White House.

— Larry Vigon, Chicago

The Democrats’ hypocrisy

How ironic s it that the Demo-
crats in Congress are denying they
areresponsible for the govern-
mentshutdown, yet are saying
they won't fund the Department
of Homeland Security till their
demands are met? Then again,
there is U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell,
D-Calif,, who advocated for the
Jeffrey Epstein files to be released,
but does not want the files on
his involvement with an alleged
Chinese spy released.
— Al Zvinakis, Lemont

Republicans doing nothing
‘How do you negotiate without
skilled diplomats? How do you
start a war without understanding
your opponent and the conse-
quences of your actions? How do
you justify the accidental kill-
ing of scores of children and the
displacement of millions? How do
you explain that amajor threat to
the global economy can be caused
by one mentally unstable man?
All of this could have been
avoided had Congress takena
more forceful role with this presi-
dent. But that has not happened.
The majority of Americans
do not wanta war, do not want
higher prices, are concerned
about climate change and want

immigration reform that doesn’t
include storm troopers. Many
Americans cannot afford hous-
ing or medical care. Pretty much
all of us are exhausted by political
polarization, lies and misinforma-
tion, and are disgusted by video
game memes and artificial intel-
ligence-generated videos putup
by the White House that demon-
strate a complete lack of humanity
— as if “humanity” demonstrates
weakness.

Here’s what weakness is: people
who feel so inadequate and fear-
ful deep inside that they need to
inflict pain and cruelty on others.
‘When these people come into
power, very bad things happen.

Over the past year, we've
watched the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development shuttered
and hundreds of thousands die
asaresult. We've watched this
administration blow up fisher-
men, kidnap the president of
Venezuela, threaten to invade
Greenland, start a war in the
Middle East, refuse to help end
awarin Ukraine, reward Russia,
threaten to take over Cuba and
denigrate NATO, whose soldiers
died alongside ours on behalf of
ourwar in Afghanistan.

‘We've watched a president
who is motivated by weakness
rather than by strength and by
greed rather than charity. We've
watched him dismantle our
democracy, piece by piece, along
with the East Wing of the White
House. The only ones who have
tried tostop him are indepen-
dent judges — and often too late to
undo the damage. The toll this has
taken on Americans and on our
standing in the world is incalcula-
ble and will certainly come back
tobiteus.

That Republican members of
Congress have nothing to restrain
him means one of two things:
They see him forwho he isbut
are too fearful to speak up, or they
don’t see him for who he is.

This citizen honestly does not

ow which is worse.

— Francesca Kelly, Highland Park

Wait out the
‘Watching the wild fluctuations
ofthe markets clearly amazes
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