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T
he scope of medical education in India
has expanded so rapidly that it raises im-
portant questions about access to it. The

number of seats has nearly tripled in 12 years,
thanks in part to the government’s push to im-
prove access to health care, entailing infrastruc-
ture upgrades and simpli�ed regulations. Howev-
er, much of the growth has been happening in
the private sector, in addition to new government
colleges attached to district hospitals. This year,
for the �rst time, private institutions host more
than half of all MBBS seats. Of the roughly 10,000
new seats, 79% are in such institutions, a sign that
growth in the near future will remain concentrat-
ed thus. The increase in seats is, in and of itself,
commendable as India’s students still compete
�ercely for MBBS seats even as health-care
centres su�er a debilitating shortage of specialist
practitioners. Thousands of students also seek
education abroad. Therefore, expanding domes-
tic ‘capacity’ is a natural response and the rising
number of seats ought to relieve the bottleneck
and keep talent at home.

But problems abound. Whereas an MBBS seat
in a government college rarely exceeds ₹5 lakh
for the full term, that in a private institution can
cost 10 times more, sustained in part by the un-
�agging demand for health care. These institu-
tions’ commercial viability is clustered in speci�c
geographies, especially in tier-I and -II cities in
the more prosperous States, where incomes are
higher. Unless their students deliberately fan out
after graduation, their skills also become concen-
trated in these clusters, whereas the paucity of
health-care providers is felt more keenly in the
rural areas farther away. Rapid growth also raises
the risk of highly uneven quality, with institutions
seeking to secure NMC accreditation with the
bare minimum of facilities rather than mindfully
addressing local needs. ‘Capitation fees’, which
persist despite government bans, create new
debt that can in�uence behaviour after gradua-
tion. Finally, sans competitive salaries, housing
and schools, and assured career progression,
graduates gravitate to private practice or abroad.
Paradoxically, then, the surge in private capacity
obligates the government to keep adding capaci-
ty, including opening new AIIMS-like institutions,
so the number of cheap seats also keeps increas-
ing. The NMC’s rule of having half of all private in-
stitution seats be charged at government rates
should be enforced; the NMC should also em-
brace mechanisms that support surprise inspec-
tions and the ability to inspect records without
institutions’ permission. Finally, beyond com-
pelling rural service, governments should reward
it, in addition to ensuring that the daily needs of
rural health-care workers and their families and
of hospitals are both well-met.

Access paradox
Private medical education widens

access, but a�ects a�ordability

T
he Supreme Court of India’s order of Au-
gust 4 on the “digital arrest” menace is
notable for not being lured into compla-

cency. After all, the Indian Cybercrime Coordina-
tion Centre’s status report showed that com-
plaints on the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal fell from 1,23,672 in 2024 to 58,249 in
2025, and stood at 16,377 in the �rst six months of
2026. The Court called the �gures “certainly en-
couraging” and directed the Reserve Bank of In-
dia to circulate a standard operating procedure
for temporary debit holds on mule accounts,
States to notify cybercrime coordination centres
and operationalise e-Zero FIRs, and an inter-de-
partmental committee to examine a victim com-
pensation framework. Thanks to advisories from
banks, telecom operators and the police, fewer
senior citizens and others are getting victimised
by these scams, which have succeeded due to ol-
der victims’ deference to authority and fear of le-
gal trouble. Yet, scammers �nd it easy to target
youth and professionals, and senior citizens the
advisories have not reached. And there have
been very few convictions despite scrutiny and
investigation, which suggests that law enforce-
ment must move faster in tackling these scams.

The digital scammers have proved nimble in
their modus operandi. They route calls through
SIM boxes to mask their origin, making them ap-
pear as Indian numbers, and use multiple mule
accounts across many States to move funds swift-
ly. They are now known to deploy deepfakes on
video calls to dupe victims and remain untracea-
ble by investigators. In e�ect, the fraudsters al-
ways seem to be a step ahead of those pursuing
them. The Court’s insistence on restoring money
— completed in 36,290 cases involving ₹18.05
crore — and on the swift disposing of account-
freeze cases, alongside detection systems such as
MuleHunter.AI, used in over 20 banks, will help
limit the damage even when perpetrators are not
caught or convicted. But convictions are rare as
many of these fraud and extortion schemes are
run from overseas “scam compounds” in Myan-
mar, the wider Golden Triangle, and Cambodia.
In Myanmar, scam centres proliferated through
direct and indirect o�cial patronage, even as re-
cent scrutiny produced raids that were largely for
show with these centres shifting to new areas in
the con�ict-ridden country. After Beijing’s crack-
down, in 2023, on scam centres targeting Chi-
nese victims, scammers shifted focus to other
countries, with Indians also being tra�cked and
tortured to commit digital crimes against fellow
citizens. New Delhi must use diplomatic pressure
in coordination with China, the U.S. and ASEAN
to compel Naypyidaw and Phnom Penh to act
against the networks that host these compounds.

Stop the scam
The digital arrest scam persists from

overseas actors

“W
hen we are �nished, take
over your government. It
will be yours to take. This
will be probably your only

chance for generations,” United States President
Donald Trump told Iranians on February 28,
2026, after the U.S. and Israel assassinated Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and
launched a war against the country. More than
�ve months later, the war that Mr. Trump
believed would be over in weeks, if not days, is
far from over. The Islamic Republic has not only
survived but has also consolidated its position, at
home and in the region. Mr. Trump has
alternated between strikes, cease�res, talks,
threats, ultimatums, renewed strikes, and U-turns
in an attempt to shape the course and outcome of
the con�ict and the behaviour of the Iranian
state, while seeking a face-saving exit. But with
the war unresolved and his objectives unmet, Mr.
Trump, confronting a resolute yet risk-tolerant
Tehran, has found himself in a strategic
cul-de-sac.

The U.S. and Israel launched the war with four
principal objectives: destroy Iran’s nuclear
programme; dismantle its missile capabilities and
military industrial base; end Tehran’s support for
its non-state quartet (Hamas, Houthis, Hezbollah
and Hashad) and bring about a regime change.
The �rst three objectives, however, were
inseparable from the fourth. Without toppling the
Islamic Republic, achieving any of the other goals
appeared impossible even before the war began.
This makes regime change or regime collapse the
central strategic aim of the war on which all the
others depended.

The President’s grave miscalculation
The challenge before Mr. Trump was to engineer
regime change through an aerial campaign alone.
He was unwilling to commit ground troops, and
the U.S. lacked a credible local ally capable of
leading an armed insurgency against Tehran. Mr.
Trump initially seemed aware of the risks of
attacking Iran. In June 2025, the U.S. joined Israel
in striking Iran’s nuclear facilities but quickly
stepped back. He then declared that he had
“obliterated” Iran’s nuclear programme and
compelled Israel to accept a cease�re.
Determined to avoid a wider regional con�ict, he
sought to prevent the war from spiralling out of
control.

But by February 2026, two developments,
along with sustained pressure from Israel,
appeared to have convinced him that Iran could
be defeated in a short war. The �rst was the U.S.
invasion of Venezuela in early January, which in
Mr. Trump’s view was a resounding success. U.S.
forces abducted President Nicolás Maduro, and
withdrew without su�ering casualties.
Venezuelan Vice-President Delcy Rodríguez, who
assumed the acting presidency, quickly o�ered
full cooperation with Washington. The second
was the wave of violent protests and riots across

Iran in January, which reinforced the belief in
Washington and Tel Aviv that the government in
Tehran had been fatally weakened. They believed
that by bombing Iran and decapitating its
leadership, the regime would either collapse or
result in a new leadership willing to cooperate
with Washington, much as they believed had
happened in Venezuela. This proved to be a grave
miscalculation.

The three pillars of Iran’s response
Iran’s response rested on three pillars —
preserving the state; regionalising the war; and
enhancing its economic cost through horizontal
escalation. Tehran understood that because Mr.
Trump’s other war aims were dependent on
regime change, preserving the Islamic Republic
would, by itself, deny Washington its broader
objectives. Mr. Trump mistook Iran for a
personality-driven authoritarian regime, which
could crumble once the head was taken out. But
the Iranian state is sustained by a
deeply-entrenched institutional system and an
ideology that fuses Shia notions of sacri�ce with
the ideals of political revolution. Under attack,
the state — designed and built to withstand both
internal and external shocks — consolidated,
while millions rallied around the �ag.

The second element was to turn the U.S. bases
in the region, built to project American power
and protect its allies, into vulnerable targets.
Tehran shut down the Strait of Hormuz through
which roughly 20% of the world’s seaborne crude
oil passed before the war. It turned the Persian
Gulf into a battle�eld and kept American
warships out of it. The Iranian view was that if it
was not allowed to export crude, nobody in the
Gulf would be able to do so through the Strait.
Surprisingly, the U.S. had no contingency plan for
the closure of the Strait. Once the waterway was
shut, the dynamics of the war began to shift. It
was at that point that Mr. Trump began to lose
the strategic initiative.

After 40 days of bombing, Mr. Trump
announced a cease�re on April 8. Since then, he
has been searching for a digni�ed exit from the
con�ict. On June 17, he signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Iran, under which
Washington made signi�cant concessions. Unable
to present the MoU as a victory at home,
however, Mr. Trump soon resumed military
strikes, only to be met each time with Iranian
retaliation. The ensuing cycle of escalation
pushed Washington even farther from its original
objectives, while Iran’s willingness to take risks
continued to grow.

The war has in�icted immense damage to
Iran’s military infrastructure and economy. Yet,
Tehran, which has lived under U.S. sanctions for
nearly �ve decades, seems willing to absorb the
pain because it sees a strategic opportunity to
reshape the regional balance of power at a time
when the U.S. is confronting the limits of its own
overreach.

As the war dragged on, Iran stepped out of the
shadows of asymmetric warfare and increasingly
shaped both the course and the pace of the
con�ict. When U.S. bombing resumed in July
following the collapse of the MoU, Washington’s
primary objective shifted to reopening the Strait
of Hormuz, which had remained open until
February 27. Four months into the war, Iran had
forced the U.S. to set aside its original objectives —
from regime change to the destruction of Iran’s
nuclear programme — and instead contend with a
new strategic problem created by Tehran itself. In
July, while responding to U.S. strikes, Iran
widened the con�ict by intensifying attacks on
Jordan and targeting Iraqi Kurdistan, Syria, and
the Persian Gulf monarchies. Yemen’s Ansar Allah
(the Houthis) struck Saudi oil facilities and
imposed a naval blockade on the kingdom’s Red
Sea ports. The con�ict thus expanded
horizontally in July, something which Mr. Trump
was unprepared.

Trapped in escalation
Consider America’s major military campaigns in
the 21st century. In Afghanistan, U.S. forces
achieved an initial swift victory by toppling the
Taliban and establishing a new political order.
They began losing the war only after the Taliban
began regrouping and started a sustained
insurgency. In Iraq and Libya, Washington
succeeded in bringing down the regimes, even
though the interventions destroyed those states
and societies. In each of those theatres, the U.S.
at least achieved its immediate military
objectives, before failing to manage the post-war
order.

But in Iran, the U.S. lost the war in the �rst
phase itself. The U.S. now faces a diminished
presence in West Asia, while Iran, with Hormuz
under its control, is reasserting itself as a Persian
Gulf regional power. Mr. Trump is no longer
talking about Iran’s missile programme, its
foreign policy or the character of the Iranian
state. Forget regime change; today, he is asking
the Islamic Republic, the same regime he sought
to topple, to make a deal with Washington.

Trapped in this Persian labyrinth, Mr. Trump
has few good options. He can acknowledge defeat
and exercise diplomatic patience to reach a deal
with Tehran and extricate the U.S. from the
con�ict. For Washington, which has been the
dominant power in the Persian Gulf at least since
the 1956 Suez War, this would come at a
signi�cant strategic cost. Alternatively, Mr. Trump
could turn his failed air campaign into a full-scale
invasion, with more devastating strikes and the
potential deployment of ground troops. But there
is no guarantee that escalation would help him
win the war. On the contrary, it could draw the
U.S. deeper into the sands of Iran, where a
military of roughly 6,00,000 soldiers would be
waiting.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in

Donald Trump in the Persian labyrinth

Stanly Johny

America’s Iran
war stalls as
Tehran turns
pressure into
strategic
advantage

T
he making of a developed nation is not
de�ned by technology alone. It is shaped
by the ability to transform enduring

strengths into engines of future growth. As India
advances towards Viksit Bharat 2047, it is
investing in frontier technologies, strengthening
manufacturing and building globally competitive
industries. 

Yet, one of India’s greatest strengths has been
with India all along — its handloom tradition. On
August 7, as India marks the 12th National
Handloom Day, it is time to view handloom as a
strategic sector for a world that values
sustainability, authenticity and resilient supply
chains.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047 is built on prosperity, self-reliance,
inclusivity and cultural con�dence. Handloom
embodies this vision by bringing together
heritage and innovation, while driving
women-led development, rural
entrepreneurship, livelihoods and global
competitiveness.

Threads of India’s legacy
Every handwoven fabric re�ects the courage to
preserve tradition, the patience to perfect every
thread, the integrity of honest craftsmanship and
the wisdom passed down through generations.
That is why handloom is not merely a craft, but
one of India’s greatest civilisational strengths.
From the Indus Valley Civilisation, where cotton
was �rst cultivated and woven, to the 18th
century when Indian textiles dominated global
trade, India set global benchmarks in textile
excellence. Bengal’s legendary muslin — so �ne
that a 25-metre length could pass through a ring —
along with Banarasi silk, Kanchipuram weaves,
Pochampally Ikat and countless regional
traditions, earned India worldwide admiration. 

Today, as the world turns towards authentic,
sustainable and handcrafted products, India has a
historic opportunity to reclaim that leadership.

India’s next handloom revolution must export not
just textiles, but also craftsmanship, heritage,
innovation and trust, making every handwoven
product an ambassador of Brand India.

Transformation through policy
Handloom is India’s largest cottage industry,
supporting the livelihoods of more than 35 lakh
weavers and allied workers, nearly 72% of whom
are women. Over the past decade, the
Government has strengthened the sector through
the Raw Material Supply Scheme, 797 handloom
clusters, over 1.24 lakh improved looms, skill
upgradation for nearly 97,000 artisans, and
initiatives such as Producer Companies, GI tagged
products, the Handloom Mark, India Handmade
certi�cation, Urban Haats and Design Resource
Centres. 

Today, 29 Weavers’ Service Centres provide
end to end support through training, upskilling,
design development, raw material assistance and
market linkages, while the 11 Indian Institutes of
Handloom Technology are being strengthened to
expand advanced training and develop niche,
high-value handloom products. The forthcoming
National Handloom and Handicraft Programme
will accelerate this transformation by
strengthening 1,800 clusters across more than
500 districts, bene�ting 65 lakh weavers and
artisans and establishing Handmade in India as a
globally recognised brand.

Innovation has always been part of India’s
handloom journey. Mahatma Gandhi’s Ambar
Charkha made spinning easier, faster and more
e�cient, advancing the vision of self-reliance. 

More recently, Assam’s Maina Loom and the
Chitranjan Handloom developed in Sivasagar
have shown how better loom design can make
weaving easier and more productive. The Centre
of Excellence for Handloom Technology,
established with the Indian Institutes of
Technology, is developing lighter, stronger and
easier to use looms that reduce physical e�ort

and improve productivity, including for persons
with disabilities. 

Under the Centre, the Handloom 4.0 initiative
uses digital tools and Arti�cial Intelligence to
monitor productivity, quality and maintenance,
and is being piloted on 100 looms before
expanding across the States.

Technology should empower the artisan, not
replace the artisan. Platforms such as VisioNXT
can help forecast demand, identify design trends,
authenticate genuine handloom products and
connect weavers directly with global markets. At
the same time, product diversi�cation into
premium silk, natural �bres, sustainable �bres
and innovative blends can create high-value
products and unlock new markets. 

Combined with better branding, value addition
and direct market access, these innovations can
signi�cantly enhance weavers’ incomes. The
vision is to enable every weaver to earn a
digni�ed and aspirational income, with the
ambition of ₹50,000 per month in the years
ahead.

India’s identity
India’s weavers are not merely a workforce. They
are entrepreneurs, innovators and creators of
value. By enabling them to build brands, move up
the value chain and reach global markets,
handloom can be transformed into one of India’s
most dynamic creative industries. This is also a
call to India’s youth to bring together heritage
and technology, creativity and enterprise, to
shape the next chapter of handloom.

On this National Handloom Day, let us
celebrate India’s weavers not only as custodians
of our heritage, but also as architects of India’s
progress. Every handloom product we buy and
wear strengthens a weaver’s livelihood, preserves
a timeless tradition and carries India’s story to
the world.

The views expressed are personal

Handloom — weaving India’s heritage into global growth

Giriraj Singh 

Union Minister 
of Textiles,
Government of India

India’s ancient
handloom
traditions can
transform
heritage into 
a globally
competitive
creative
economy

End the deadlock
Thanks to the relentless
disruptions by the
Opposition, Parliament has
been unable to conduct any
meaningful business since
the start of the monsoon
session (Front page, August
6). Parliament is the
sanctum sanctorum in a
democracy and should be a

laudable, the true test will
be whether the government
can sustain these generous
welfare commitments
without undermining fiscal
discipline.

M. Jeyaram,
Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

patriarchal notions that sit
uneasily with the ideals of
gender equality and
women’s empowerment.
The government’s decision
to prioritise welfare despite
fiscal constraints, banking
on governance reforms to
create additional fiscal
space is significant. While
the Budget’s intent is

placing youth and women
at the centre of its welfare
agenda. Several of its
initiatives will provide
families with a modest
financial cushion at
milestones. 
The only jarring aspect is
the naming of some of the
schemes, which
inadvertently reinforces

sooner this stand-o� ends,
the better it will be for
parliamentary democracy.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai

First Budget
The maiden Budget of the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
government in Tamil Nadu
deserves appreciation for

forum for debate, not
disruption. Nothing is lost if
the government considers
the Opposition’s two key
demands. If doing so can
help break the impasse, this
must be pursued. The
government must note that
relying solely on its
numerical strength will only
deepen the stalemate. The
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Rugby, August 6: It is understood that a
Commission which with the approval of British
Government will proceed to the United States to
enquire into industrial conditions there will
consist of �ve members. Two will be
representative of the Trade Union movement,
two will represent the employers and the
Commission will be headed by Sir William
Mackenzie, who has served on many important
industrial enquiries.

An o�cial of the Ministry of Labour will
accompany the Commission. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1926

British industrial mission 
to America

T
he recently concluded
Commonwealth Games (CWG) were
unlike the usual multidisciplinary
sporting extravaganzas that we are

used to seeing. A late replacement to Victoria as
host, the Glasgow Games were more akin to an
abridged version with fewer events and fewer
participants. India �nished fourth on the medal
table, a commendable performance given that
most of the sports that have formed the bulk of
our medal haul had been removed. But
questions of uncertainty have been whirling
around the Games for a long time. Should the
Commonwealth Games be scrapped? Anju
Bobby George and Dr. Heena Sidhu discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by Uthra
Ganesan. Edited excerpts:

What is the importance of the CWG for
sports in general and for India particularly?

Anju Bobby George: From an athlete’s or
athletics point of view, it is one of the biggest
competitions after the Olympics and World
Championships, coming before the Asian
Games. Winning a medal in the Commonwealth
Games is precious, and athletes take it very
seriously. Initially, in 2002, we got only two
medals; but in the recent CWG, our athletes
bagged 10 medals. 

When looking at the scale of the competition,
in the World Championships and the Olympics,
we compete with more than 210 countries. In
the CWG, there are about 80 countries, and in
the Asian Games, more than 40. As the number
of countries goes up, the competition will also
go up. So for us in athletics, the CWG comes in
third place. Most of the elite, top-level,
world-ranking athletes compete, making it very
tough. Also, it is a preparation for the Olympics
and World Championships.

Heena Sidhu: For shooting, World
Championships are the toughest, followed by
the Olympic Games, the Asian Games and then
the CWG. The Asian Games is far tougher for
shooters than the CWG, where competition is
not even as tough as our National
Championships. I would rank the CWG around a
4 out of 10 in di�culty, whereas World
Championships are a 10 out of 10.

However, the games hold immense personal
value and play a crucial role in preparation.
Competing under pressure, living in the village,
handling media, and representing India
prepares you. Because the Asian Games is so
tough, you cannot experiment there. The CWG
is a place where shooters could experiment,
understand their process, and take that

momentum to the Asian Games and World
Championships.

With shooting absent from recent editions,
how does that impact the sport?

HS: It is a bittersweet feeling. Shooting will
appear in the CWG after 12 years in 2030, with
the last edition being 2018 where I won two
medals. The CWG has always been very special
to me because I have four medals and I know
how important it was for me to go to these
Games. Some of the de�ning moments of my
career have come from there. The CWG
removing shooting hurts because any
broadcasting or media interest helps our sport,
which is not often shown on television.

Shooting is being cut out from many events,
including the Asian Games, as squad limits force
federations to select athletes playing two or
more events rather than bringing top rankers
from every discipline. Additionally, issues such
as European restrictions on lead pellets, and
negative perceptions tied to mass shootings
create hurdles. Shooting is considered
spectator-unfriendly, as stands are empty in
places such as Glasgow. However, Indian
spectators want to see it. If we want to save the
sport, countries with fan demand must host it.

How do you view challenges around hosting
multi-sport events and squad restrictions?

ABG: Countries do not want to host multi-event
sports due to costs, and they are reducing
athlete numbers. This time, there was a
restriction allowing only 32 athletes (16 men and
16 women) in athletics. Federations face a
di�cult situation because even quali�ed athletes
cannot all be sent; we have to carefully select so
that no medal winner is left behind. It is sad for
athletes who qualify without knowing if they will

go. But these are hurdles we have to tackle.

HS: Modern multi-sport events such as the
Olympics, the Asian Games and the CWG
struggle because hosting at this scale is
extremely expensive. Research shows that
hosting the Olympics often leaves countries in
severe debt and economic downfall, as seen in
Greece and Brazil, with China being an
exception. I also know that the CWG as an
institution is at a crossroads, and not everybody
wants to host it. The traditional ways of hosting
games are no longer valid in modern times. We
de�nitely need to do something about it.

What can be the options that make sure that
multi-disciplinary events like the
Commonwealth Games actually survive?

ABG: Actually, that is what countries are doing
now — like the FIFA World Cup, it was held in
three di�erent countries. On a smaller scale, we
do it for the National Games, where we conduct
di�erent sports in di�erent cities or districts. But
personally for me, you miss the beauty of the
Games that way. Those who are coming to watch
the events will have to �y all over. When it’s
together, they can just watch shooting one day,
go and watch athletics the next day, day after
that go for wrestling and so on. That won’t
happen with multiple venues.

HS: It is obvious that it’s very di�cult to host
events at this scale. Traditional hosting is no
longer valid: countries and sports bodies need to
collaborate, sit down and �nd a solution. If a
host cannot accommodate certain sports, other
countries could host speci�c events — such as
India hosting shooting, badminton, or wrestling
— rather than kicking those sports out entirely.
This is something that the big sports bodies,
including the International Olympic Committee,
need to think about. 

But I agree on the social aspect. If you go to
the Olympics for one month, it’s like a ‘mini
world’, mingling with athletes from across the
world and across sports. That is an experience
that will de�nitely be missed.

What role does India play in the future of the
CWG and hosting big events?

ABG: India is evolving and is ready to host big
events. Financially, money is not an issue for us.
Hosting the 2030 CWG is very important as a
stepping stone towards our 2036 Olympic bid.
By 2030, we can complete our infrastructure, so
that by 2036 we would need only upgrades. Our
athletes can train in those venues, and
organisers can gain experience handling the
pressures of big events. The entire sporting
ecosystem will grow signi�cantly, and if
managed well, hosting will not back�re on India.

HS: India can de�nitely look at these Games as
something that they can host regularly because
once you make the infrastructure, you really
don’t have to invest much. And honestly, given
the lack of a regular National Games programme
in India — when was the last time we knew with
surety that the National Games were going to
happen — we need some kind of ecosystem
where these kind of multidisciplinary games can
happen. While initial investments in
infrastructure, marketing, and fan engagement
are high, getting it right can turbocharge our
sporting business. Major global bodies like
Wimbledon and FIFA are courting Indian fans
because of the country’s huge potential.

What are your �nal expectations for the
2030 Commonwealth Games and beyond?

ABG: For me, the 2030 CWG is a stepping stone
towards the bigger dream of the 2036 Olympics.
We must build momentum starting now,
identifying 12 to 14-year-old talents in schools
today and nurturing them for the Olympics in 10
years. India is currently in 4th place in the CWG
medal tally; my dream is to see India �nish in 1st
place in 2030, and reach the top �ve at the
Olympics in 2036.

HS: I am looking forward to 2030 because
shooting returns after 12 years. India should use
this opportunity to make shooting accessible
and engaging for fans. If you think about the last
CWG we hosted in 2010, it was a de�ning
moment for Indian sports because after that, we
had really good infrastructure that helped us
launch our athletes for the 2012 and 2016
Olympics. By taking sports seriously and
building proper engagement, India can build a
strong sporting ecosystem for the future.

Should the Commonwealth Games be scrapped?

PARLEY

President of the Indian Olympic Association P.T. Usha hands the flag to Neeraj

Chopra during the closing ceremony of CWG in Glasgow on August 2. REUTERS
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Modern multi-sport events such as the
Olympics, the Asian Games and the CWG
struggle because hosting at this scale is
extremely expensive. Research shows that
hosting the Olympics often leaves countries
in severe debt and economic downfall, as
seen in Greece and Brazil
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T
he arrest of the Leader of the Op-
position in Tamil Nadu Udhayanid-
hi Stalin in connection with his al-

legedly obscene remarks during a
demonstration on the Cauvery water dis-
pute in Thanjavur has rekindled memories
of an era when political leaders launched
no-holds-barred attacks on their rivals.

In those days, political parties in Tamil
Nadu had an unwritten division of labour.
While senior leaders articulated the par-
ty’s ideology and policies, �ery oratory
speeches — often punctuated with perso-
nal attacks and, at times, obscene remarks
— was largely left to second- and third-rung
leaders of the Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK), the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), and, to a
much lesser extent, the Congress.

These speakers had a devoted follow-
ing. Their speeches were not merely exer-
cises in invective; they forcefully explained
the political issues of the day and defend-
ed their party’s positions. Yet, every now
and then, they would veer into caustic at-
tacks on rival leaders, employing language
that, despite its crudeness, was relished by
sections of the audience. 

I vividly remember a speech delivered
by Theepori Arumugam, one of the DMK’s
most colourful platform speakers, in the
aftermath of the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi. Renowned for his �ery style, he
rarely exercised restraint and routinely
launched obscene and deeply personal at-
tacks on political rivals. On that occasion,
he spared no one, even weaving in refe-
rences about his own family life into his
speech to entertain the crowd. 

His in�ammatory rhetoric also had con-
sequences. On one occasion, angry mem-
bers of a rival political party assaulted him,
injuring the tip of his tongue. Ironically, af-
ter recovering from the injury, his speech-
es became even more scathing. Theepori
Arumugam eventually joined the AIADMK
— the very party he had spent years attack-
ing with his acid tongue!

Party leaders generally turned a deaf

ear to such rhetoric. They intervened only
when there was public backlash, suspend-
ing the speakers for a brief period. More
often than not, the suspension proved
temporary, and the speakers returned to
the political stage with renewed vigour. 

Though Mr. Udhayanidhi has courted
controversy over his choice of words in the
past, his remarks in Thanjavur appeared
to have been made in response to repeated
prodding from sections of the crowd. Ho-
wever, he went on to reiterate the expres-
sion. He subsequently denied that he had
used words with a double entendre, insist-
ing that his words had been misconstrued. 

Women — both politicians and those as-
sociated with political leaders — have often
been at the receiving end of public politi-
cal invective in Tamil Nadu. Personal at-
tacks directed at women have long formed
an unfortunate strand of platform rhetor-
ic, re�ecting the deeply gendered nature
of political discourse.

Though former Chief Minister J. Jayala-
lithaa herself was often the target of deeply
personal attacks, it did not prevent her
from making personal remarks against her
opponents. During one election cam-
paign, she targeted DMK Parliamentary
Party leader Kanimozhi, and on more than
one occasion had ridiculed senior DMK
leaders, including M. K. Stalin. In a sense,
Jayalalithaa also brought some of the com-
bative style of platform politics into the Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly. She displayed extraor-
dinary aggression on the �oor of the
House, using forceful body language and a
high-pitched, confrontational tone to take
on her political adversaries. Her exchang-
es with the founder of the Desiya Murpok-
ku Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK), Vijaya-
kanth, remain among the most dramatic
confrontations in the Assembly’s history.

That style of politics appears to have
found echoes in the present Assembly.
Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s aggressive
delivery during his exchanges with the
DMK leadership have reminded many of
Jayalalithaa’s combative presence.

kolappan.b@thehindu.co.in
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The language of obscenity in 
Tamil Nadu politics

The arrest of the LoP for his allegedly crude remarks has rekindled
memories of a time when leaders would scathingly attack their rivals

B. Kolappan

At a steady pace
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Miles to go: A Rabari shepherd from Rajasthan leads his herd of cattle in the Bhiwani district in Haryana on August 5. Rabaris are a nomadic and predominantly pastoralist

group who travel across Gujarat and Rajasthan in search of green pastures. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Bangalore, August 6: The engineering model
of India’s second satellite is now fast nearing
completion at Peenya, a city suburb. A team of
about 400 space scientists, engineers and
others is busy keeping up the model schedule
displaying a unique team spirit.

The space engineers at the Indian Scienti�c
Satellite Project (ISSP) are in the age group of
25 to 32 and they appear to be as much excited

and interested in the design, fabrication and
testing of the second satellite as they were
about the �rst satellite “Aryabhata”.

Dr. U.R. Rao, Director of the ISSP, told a
Samachar correspondent who visited the
project to-day that he found among his sta�
the same enthusiasm and team spirit that
enabled the successful fabrication and testing
of the “Aryabhata” for making the second
satellite now. The second satellite, called the
Satellite for Earth Observation (SEO), will
conduct experimental studies in the earth
observation with special application in areas
of meteorology, oceanography and forestry. It
is expected to be launched from a USSR
cosmodrome in 1977-78.

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1976

Second satellite model to
be ready by next year
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Cabinet-approved cost
of Guwahati-Tezpur
NH-15 corridor

8,970
in ₹ crore. The

Union Cabinet

on Thursday

approved the development of 135.871 km,

4-lane access-controlled Guwahati-Tezpur

Corridor of NH-15 in Assam for ₹8,970.20

crore. The project will be developed on a

build-operate-transfer (BOT) toll mode. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of saplings 
to be monitored by
digital system

23
in lakh. The Delhi

Development Authority (DDA)

has launched a first-of-its-kind

digital monitoring system to track its

ongoing plantation drive in real time, with

geo-tagged data, photographs and a public

dashboard aimed at ensuring the survival

of saplings, officials said on Thursday. PTI

Cabinet approved 
cost for GOBARdhan
scheme 

23,731
in ₹ crore.

The Cabinet

on Thursday

approved a unified circular bioenergy

scheme with an outlay of ₹23,731 crore to

boost biogas production in the country.

The GOBARdhan scheme will be

implemented from 2026-27 to 2035-36. PTI

India’s non-fossil fuel
electricity generation
capacity

300
in GW. India’s

non-fossil fuel

electricity generation

capacity has crossed 300 GW and the

country is on track to achieve its target of

500 GW of renewable energy capacity by

2030, Union Minister Pralhad Joshi said on

Thursday. PTI

Iron ore resources in
Gadadharpur block
won by Coal India

258
in million tonnes. Coal

India has won the

Gadadharpur iron ore

block in Odisha through a competitive

auction, according to the State’s director of

mines and geology. The block contains 258

million tonnes of iron ore resources. REUTERS
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I
f the conventional wisdom about
innovation is that it is best left to
individuals and private enterprise —
and the best thing a government

can do is get out of the way — that is
certainly not the thinking in Beijing.

How innovation happens in Beijing
o�ers a snapshot into China’s model in
which research universities, start-ups, the
market and the state all have a role to
play.

The Chinese capital has always had the
country’s most important cluster of
research universities, with Peking
University and Tsinghua leading the list. It
is also home to several cutting-edge
robotics and AI companies, including
Moonshot, which was started by
graduates of Tsinghua and made waves
over its latest Kimi K3 open-source model.

“A closed loop from project discovery
to incubation” is how Yang Xiuling, who
as the Director General of the Beijing
Municipal Commission of Development
and Reform leads the city’s top economic
planning body, describes the ecosystem.
“Our greatest strength,” she says, “is
talent and the concentration of top
research universities.”

The challenge that then follows is how
to leverage that talent, or, as she puts it,
“how to move results out of the lab”. The
gap between translating early research
into commercially sustainable ventures is
known as the “valley of death” for
innovation. To cross that valley in Beijing,
the state steps in.

Beijing’s Zhongguancun research
cluster is at the forefront of tech
innovation in China, along with clusters in
Shenzhen, Shanghai and Hangzhou. A
strong undercurrent of competition
underpins the national innovation
ecosystem, especially when it comes to
attracting and keeping talent.

To deal with the “valley of death”,
Beijing set up what it calls “an intelligent

platform for results commercialisation”
led by a group of tech managers, who, Ms.
Yang says, “are a bridge because they
understand both the tech and the
market”. In 2025, the city’s platform
executed 1.04 lakh tech contracts.

“Markets and companies are still at the
centre,” Ms. Yang says. “But the way we
look at it is that the companies pose
questions, and the universities can
provide answers. The companies still play
a key role in R&D and in taking the lead in
collaborative research with institutions”.

The universities provide the foundation
from which the rest follows, says Zhang
Jihong, who is a Director at the state-run
Zhongguancun Science Park. “It’s the
universities that have helped incubate a
number of high-tech enterprises,” he says.
“We have formed a virtuous cycle where
the universities produce talent, the talent
provides intellectual support for
innovation, and innovation again
reinforces the growth of universities.”

The state as investor
The state’s role here is twofold. It
provides the hard infrastructure, as seen
in the science park and a number of
incubators littered around
Zhongguancun. 

More importantly, it also provides

capital, not only linking start-ups to
private venture capital (VC) but also
stepping in with state-backed capital to
help bear some of the risk.

The state taking a direct stake in
companies is a unique feature of this
ecosystem. The upside is it helps bear
losses and allows for the longer-term,
patient kind of support that VC might not
a�ord. This has played a key role in
enabling the speed and scale of
innovation in China. 

The downside is wasteful spending, if
state funds do not do their due diligence,
which is often the case. So much so that
this has emerged as a growing concern for
Chinese regulators, who in June issued
new rules to tighten how local
governments spend these funds.

The intense competition among
di�erent clusters, coupled with the
collapse in land sales as a source of
revenue for local governments, has led to
a splurge in spending at the local level,
with each province putting in funds with
the hope of �nding its national
champions, even if they lack the capacity
to do the needed due diligence. The new
rules have now called for stricter control
over how these funds are spent and for
more approvals from the Central
government.

Humanoids on the factory �oor
AI and robotics are the twin peaks of
Beijing’s current innovation drive. If
Zhongguancun in the north is the home
of tech talent, the Yizhuang industrial
cluster in the city’s southern suburbs
o�ers a snapshot of how innovation is
playing out on the factory �oor. Here, a
hub-and-spokes model has the state’s
Humanoid Robot Innovation Centre at its
centre, which funnels talent to a number
of robotics companies around its
periphery. “The idea,” explains Che
Zhengping, who is Head of Embodied AI
at the Beijing Humanoid Robot Innovation
Centre, “is to build a full supply chain that
is ready for mass production”. The
current focus in humanoids is to “shift
from industrial use scenarios to daily use
scenarios”, including healthcare, which is
expected to be a major source of demand
in an ageing society.

Among the companies in Yizhuang is
Lingyi iTech, which in April started
production on humanoid robots and is
already planning to scale up.
“Advancements in technology are making
it more a�ordable” to scale, says Vice
President Philip Yang. “As we move from
semi automation to full automation,” he
estimates, “costs in 2030 will be half of
what they are today.”

Lingyi already has production capacity
“for the next 5 to 6 years”. By the end of
2027, it will be making 20,000 robots
annually. The plan is to scale up to 1 lakh
units by 2028 and 5 lakh by 2030 from
this Yizhuang facility (the company has
four others), by when it hopes to be “one
of the world’s top three”.

At the state-run innovation centre next
door, researchers pore over un�nished
humanoid robots, getting them to perfect
a range of delicate movements before the
latest model is given the green light.

State subsidies of land, policy and tax
support are among the more well-known
elements of China’s industrial policy. The
state’s enabling of talent and intellectual
support are perhaps less well-known, but
arguably just as important when it comes
to getting innovation right.

The Beijing model of innovation
Beijing’s innovation model brings together universities, start-ups, industry and the state to turn research into commercially viable technologies by bridging the

‘valley of death’; the ecosystem is driving China’s push in AI and humanoid robotics through state-backed funding, talent and industrial clusters
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Beijing’s Zhongguancun and
other innovation clusters are
using research universities,
technology managers and
incubators to help move
scientific results from
laboratories into the market.

�

The city’s push for AI and
humanoid robots is being
supported by industrial hubs,
state-backed capital and
policies aimed at building a full
supply chain for mass
production.

The story so far:

F
or centuries, gold has had a
prime position in India’s
economic and social landscape.
Gold has proved its timeless

appeal, but global uncertainties and their
disruptions have led to a structural
change in its holding pattern in India,
exhibiting a dual-track economy, one
steeped in tradition (as wedding and
festival buying to provide seasonal
support) and another shaped by modern
portfolio management.

How is the demand pattern for gold
changing?
India’s overall gold demand was up 2%
year-on-year (YoY) to 282 tonnes in the
�rst half (H1) of this year, driven by
investment demand as ETFs hit a record
high; while jewellery demand declined
17.1% to 141.2 tonnes (also the
second-lowest �rst quarter or Q1 on
record since 2000), according to the

World Gold Council (WGC) data.
In the second quarter (Q2) alone,

India’s overall gold demand was down 6%
YoY to 131.4 tonnes, with jewellery
demand (30% of overall gold demand, the
lowest since the WGC began tracking the
data in 2000) falling faster at 15% to 75.1
tonnes, the second-lowest in Q2 since
2000. India was the world’s largest gold
jewellery market in the quarter,
accounting for 27% of global demand,
WGC data suggest.

Investment demand was seen softening
in Q2 to 54 tonnes but was higher than
the long-term quarterly average of 49
tonnes, hinting at above-average demand
and pointing towards sustained
investment interest.

Q1 was a record for Indian gold ETFs,
with net demand of 20 tonnes, driven by
strong investor participation amid
elevated gold prices and subdued
domestic �nancial markets. Similarly, bars
and coins saw a 21.3% and 105.5% surge in
volume and value, respectively, in
H1FY27.

Is investment gold overtaking
jewellery?
The shift in allegiance to investment
instruments such as ETFs, gold bars, and
coins is palpable as the price of the yellow
metal increased more than �vefold in the
last 10 years, against India’s national
average (economic growth), and is seen
favourably from a current account
perspective.

According to IIFL’s Capital Outlook
2026, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in
2025, stepped up gold purchases just as
global gold prices rallied sharply.

The combination (household gold and
the RBI purchases) helped cushion the
impact of rupee depreciation and
strengthened India’s external balance at a
time when foreign portfolio �ows were
under pressure, it said.

A�ordability pressures pushed
jewellery demand down. Yet, consumers’
gold purchases hit a record ₹1.98 lakh
crore, re�ecting the extraordinary jump
in prices.

The domestic MCX spot gold price was

broadly �at in Q2FY27, supported by the
import duty hike and the rupee
depreciation (down by 4% QoQ). Even
with this quarterly moderation, the
domestic prices remained substantially
higher than a year earlier. To put it in
perspective, 10 grams of gold jewellery
bought in 2016 for about ₹28,000 and
more than ₹89,000 in H1 last year would
cost ₹1.5 lakh or more in 2026.

Given the scenario, jewellery’s
monopoly as the preferred form of
ownership started slowly fading, while
�nancial gold made inroads and gained
legitimacy among urban and younger
investors, who preferred gold bars, coins
and ETFs, which are seen as better
investment vehicles.

The rising popularity of investment
gold comes amid a previous unsuccessful
attempt by the government to encash it,
although India has one of the world’s
largest private gold stocks.

The Gold Monetisation Scheme,
introduced in 2015, was designed to
mobilise idle household gold by allowing
individuals and institutions to deposit
gold with banks and earn interest. But
was met with lacklustre performance due
to taxation concerns and procedural
complexities.

Why are households pledging gold
instead of selling it?
The apparent contradiction in India’s gold
market — falling jewellery demand but
rising investment appetite — is now
accompanied by a third trend as

households increasingly use the existing
gold holdings as collateral.

According to the WGC, outstanding
retail bank loans backed by pledged gold
jewellery reached around ₹4.3 lakh crore
by February 2026, rising 124% YoY.

The broader banking system has also
seen an extraordinary acceleration in
gold-backed lending, with gold loan
portfolios reaching about ₹5.4 lakh crore
by June 2026, registering close to 94% YoY
growth. Despite domestic gold prices
being around 60% higher YoY, holders
showed limited appetite to sell, preferring
to monetise their gold holdings rather
than liquidate them, keeping recycled
supply “muted”, according to WGC.

The rapid expansion of gold loans
needs careful monitoring in view of
�nancial vulnerabilities it can create.

The RBI strengthened its regulation to
promote responsible lending, as it
mandated borrowers to make full
repayment of the principal and interest
before repledging the asset.

What is next?
India’s huge household gold stock can
evolve from a passive store of wealth into
an active �nancial asset, which could ease
some of the traditional pressure that gold
imports place on the current account.

Time is not too far for India’s �nancial
markets to see a better combination of
monetisation schemes, �nancial
innovation, recycling, market reforms and
digital transparency for unlocking the
huge pile of privately held gold.

Why are households pledging
gold instead of selling it?
How are rising prices reshaping India’s traditional appetite for gold jewellery?

Santosh V. Perumal
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1 

Why was August 7 chosen
as the National Handloom
Day?
X

QUESTION 2 

After whom is the country’s
highest recognition for
handloom weavers who
have demonstrated
extraordinary
craftsmanship and
dedication to the
preservation and
promotion of India’s
weaving traditions named?
X

QUESTION 3 

Which State is synonymous
with the Wangkhei Phee
and Shapee Lanphee

weaves?
X

QUESTION 4 

Name the master weaver of
the Gods in Hindu
mythology from whom the
silk weavers of
Kanchipuram consider their
descent.
X

QUESTION 5 

What is special about Eri
silk, locally called Ryndia,
from Meghalaya?
X

QUESTION 6 

Which popular weave from
Central India was
patronised by Queen
Ahilyabai Holkar?
X

QUESTION 7 

Where is the Calico Museum
of Textiles located?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. What
were the nicknames of the bombs dropped on the two Japanese
cities? Ans: ‘Little Boy’ and ‘Fat Man’. The codenames were

chosen by their creator, Robert Serber

2. What were the core nuclear materials used in the two bombs? Ans:

Little Boy used uranium-235, whereas Fat Man used

plutonium-239

3. Apart from the two unfortunate cities that bore the brunt of the
dastardly attack, which other three cities were in the initial list? Ans:

Kokura, Kyoto, and Niigata

4. Name the two intended aimpoints in both the cities that were not
hit because of weather conditions. Ans: Aioi Bridge and a

Mitsubishi arms plant

5. Which flower became the o�icial flower of Hiroshima because it
was the first plant to bloom on the scorched earth? Ans: Oleander

6. Which legendary scientist remarked, “Had I known that the
Germans would not succeed in developing an atomic bomb, I would
have done nothing for the bomb”? Ans: Albert Einstein, whose

letter had ushered in the age of the atomic bomb

Visual: This is Tsutomu Yamaguchi, a ‘hibakusha’. What is his unique
claim to fame as regards the survivors? Ans: The only person

o�icially recognised as a survivor of both the bombings

Early Birds: Prem Nath Tiwari | Varghese Joseph | Deepak Jiloha |
Suchit Narottam | Anoop G.

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the occasion of National Handloom Day celebrated today

X

Visual Question:

Name this social reformer a�ectionately called 'Hatkargha
Maa' (Handloom Mother) for her monumental role in
reviving and promoting handlooms.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V.V. Ramanan

What is the origin of the expression
“lion’s share”? (V. H. Ninoy, Cochin)
This is an expression which owes its
origin to a story from Aesop’s Fairy Tales.
In the story, a lion and three of his friends
— a fox, an ass, and a wolf — go hunting.
After they make a kill the lion says that he
is going to keep three-fourths of the meat
for himself. The reasons he provides for
keeping the “lion’s share” are the
following: one fourth as his just share,
one fourth for his lioness and cubs, and
the other one fourth for his courage. The
lion then goes on to inform his friends
that he is prepared to part with the
remaining one fourth provided one of
them challenges him to a �ght and defeats
him. The three friends refuse to take him
on and, as a result, leave the entire kill to
the king of beasts. “Lion’s share,” as you
can guess from the story, means the
larger share of something. 

How is the word “dilettante”
pronounced? (D. Devayani,
Hyderabad)
The T in the �rst syllable and the �nal “e”
are pronounced like the ‘i’ in ‘pit’, ‘sit’,
and ‘hit’. The vowel “e” in the second
syllable is like the “a” in “china”. Some
people pronounce the “a” like the ‘a’ in
‘act’, ‘pact’, and ‘hat’. Others pronounce
it like the “a” in “bath” and “path”
(British English). The main stress is on the
third syllable. Any idea what the word
means? Well, a ‘dilettante’ is someone
who tries to cultivate an area of interest
without really making the necessary
commitment. The person may do a
course in painting, for example, without
taking the subject seriously. He merely
dabbles in the subject. 

I wouldn’t take him too seriously. He is a
musical dilettante.

What is the di�erence between
“corrigenda” and “errata”? (Chhoto
Gawai, Nagpur)
Both “corrigenda” and “errata” refer to
the errors — usually in spelling — that
occur in writing or printing. The words
are mainly used to refer to the list of
errors in a book along with their
corrections. Of the two words “errata” is
the more common. The errata or
corrigenda are usually appended to the
book — one usually �nds this page at the
back. The singular of ‘corrigenda’ is
‘corrigendum’; while that of “errata” is
“erratum”. A note about the
pronunciation of “corrigenda”. The ‘o’ in
the �rst syllable is like the ‘o’ in ‘cot’,
‘pot’, and ‘hot’, while the ‘i’ in the second
is like the ‘i’ in ‘pit’, ‘sit’, and ‘bit’. The
‘gen’ in the next syllable sounds like the
‘gen’ in ‘gentle’ and ‘gentleman’. The ‘a’ in
the �nal syllable is like the ‘a’ in ‘china’.
The main stress is on the third syllable. In
the case of “errata”, the �rst “a” is
pronounced like the “a” in “cat”, “bat”,
and “hat”, while the second sounds like
the “a” in “china”. The stress is on the
second syllable.

One of my teachers keeps telling us to
“chill out”. What exactly does he
mean by that? (Vinta Manohar, Adoor)
If the teacher has to use the expression
“chill out” very often in class, then
chances are you are not allowing him to
talk in class! The teacher is asking you to
calm down, to relax — in other words, he
is pleading with you to stop talking! The
plight of most teachers these days! 
Published in The Hindu on July 17, 2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The story so far: 

T
he Supreme Court has clari�ed
that its February 2024
direction, requiring prior
approval before mining can

take place within a 10-km radius of the
Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve,
would, for the sake of parity, apply to
wetland conservation reserves across the
country. The clari�cation potentially
extends a judicial safeguard that was
earlier con�ned to the Asan Ramsar site
in Uttarakhand to similarly noti�ed
wetland conservation reserves elsewhere.

What prompted the Supreme Court
to dwell on this question?
The clari�cation arose while the Supreme
Court was hearing an application from
the Himachal Pradesh government. The
State argued that the February 14, 2024
interim order concerning the Asan
Wetland Conservation Reserve in
Uttarakhand should not automatically
apply to it because the Asan reserve was
not located within Himachal Pradesh and,
unlike national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries, wetland conservation
reserves do not have a statutory bu�er
zone.

The Bench, headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, orally clari�ed that the
principle laid down in the Asan case was
not con�ned to Uttarakhand. Justice
Joymalya Bagchi observed that wherever
there is a community reserve or wetland
conservation reserve, the directions
issued in the Asan case would apply for
the sake of parity. At the same time, the
court directed the Standing Committee of
the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) or
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change (MoEFCC) to determine
whether the Asan wetland extends into
Himachal Pradesh. If it does, the 2024
directions would apply there as well. If
not, mining proposals would be governed
by the applicable statutory framework.

What is the background to the Asan
wetland case?
The Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve
lies at the con�uence of the Asan and
Yamuna rivers in Uttarakhand and was
designated a Ramsar site in 2020. It is an
important habitat for migratory
waterbirds and supports rich aquatic
biodiversity.

In an interim order dated February 14,
2024, the Supreme Court directed that no
mining activity should be carried out
within a 10-km radius of the reserve
unless the project proponent �rst
obtained permission from the Standing
Committee of the NBWL and/or the
MoEFCC. The Bench said the wetland’s
designation as a Ramsar site warranted
heightened scrutiny of activities that
could a�ect its ecological character. The
latest clari�cation indicates that the same
principle would apply to other wetland
conservation reserves across India.

What are Ramsar sites?
Ramsar sites are wetlands designated
under the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, an international treaty adopted
in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971 to promote the
conservation and wise use of wetlands of
international importance. India became a
Contracting Party to the Convention in
1982. India currently has 101 Ramsar sites,
the maximum among Asian countries. On
August 3, 2026, Glaw Lake in Arunachal
Pradesh became the country’s 101st
Ramsar site and the State’s �rst, taking

India’s tally from 98 earlier this year to
101. 

A Ramsar designation does not itself
create a separate statutory protection
regime under Indian law. Rather, it
recognises the international ecological
importance of a wetland and commits
India to maintaining its ecological
character through domestic
environmental laws.

What does the law say about mining
in Ramsar wetlands?
Neither the Ramsar Convention nor the
Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2017 prescribe a
statutory bu�er around Ramsar sites or
expressly prohibit mining within a
speci�ed distance of them.

The earlier Wetlands (Conservation
and Management) Rules, 2010 contained
a detailed list of prohibited activities
within wetlands, including reclamation,
establishment of new industries,
dumping of solid waste and any activity
likely to adversely a�ect the wetland
ecosystem. They also required prior
approval for activities within a wetland’s
zone of in�uence and mandated
environmental impact assessments for
speci�ed projects.

The 2017 Rules replaced this
framework with a decentralised system
under State Wetland Authorities. They
removed the explicit list of prohibited
activities contained in the 2010 Rules and
shifted responsibility for identifying and
regulating wetlands largely to the States.
The constitutional validity of these rules
is currently under challenge before the
Supreme Court. 

Petitioners argue that the framework
excludes many arti�cial wetlands
recognised under the Ramsar Convention

and weakens protections that existed
under the 2010 Rules.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme
Court’s Asan directions assume
signi�cance because they create an
additional judicial safeguard by requiring
wildlife clearances before mining can
proceed within 10 km of wetland
conservation reserves.

How does this compare with mining
around national parks, wildlife
sanctuaries and forests?
Mining around protected forests and
wildlife habitats is governed by a
combination of statutes and Supreme
Court directions.

Within national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries, mining is prohibited under
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. In
addition, the Supreme Court has held that
mining is impermissible within one
kilometre of the boundary of every
national park and wildlife sanctuary
across India, unless a larger Eco-Sensitive
Zone (ESZ) has already been noti�ed, in
which case the larger noti�ed bu�er
prevails. The court extended this
prohibition nationwide after observing
that mining within one kilometre of
protected areas is hazardous for wildlife.
Projects located within protected areas or
likely to a�ect wildlife habitats also
require scrutiny by the Standing
Committee of the National Board for
Wildlife.

In forest areas, diversion of forest land
for mining requires prior approval of the
Union government under the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980. Mining projects are also
generally subject to environmental
clearance under the Environment Impact
Assessment Noti�cation, 2006.

How will the Supreme Court order impact
mining around Ramsar wetland sites? 
What did the Supreme Court clarify on mining near wetlands? What is the signi�cance of the Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve? Do Ramsar sites

have a statutory bu�er zone for mining? How do mining restrictions near protected areas di�er?

EXPLAINER

The Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve lies at the confluence of the Asan and Yamuna rivers in Uttarakhand and was designated a Ramsar site in 2020. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Jacob P Koshy
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inflation. Whether RBI itself would recognize 
such a priority order is beside the point. Once 
markets begin to believe it, the perception 
acquires economic significance of its own.

That view influences not only expecta-
tions of the next policy decision, but also 
how markets interpret every inflation read-
ing and communication from the MPC. The 
coming weeks may offer an early test of that 
perception. The Fed will meet again in Sep-
tember, ahead of RBI’s October policy 
review. The MPC may well decide by then 
that inflation warrants higher rates. Many 
market participants expect the Fed’s deci-
sion to shape RBI’s room for manoeuvre as 
much as domestic inflation.

The MPC may well decide that inflation 
warrants higher rates by then. Whether that 
expectation proves right is less important 
than the fact that it has become part of the 
market’s reading of RBI. That may explain 
why this week’s decision felt less like a close 
call than a foregone conclusion. Inflation has 
been rising and inflation expectations are 
showing signs of firming up. Yet, very few 
analysts bet on a rate hike. They have come to 
believe they know how RBI reacts under such 
circumstances. Monetary policy works 
through expectations. So, increasingly, does 
RBI’s reputation. 

inflation expectations are firming up, as the 
MPC itself noted in its previous meeting. 
Much therefore turns on RBI’s inflation pro-
jections.Yet there are good reasons to be 
cautious about them. Geopolitical disrup-
tions and recurring global shocks have all 
made that forecasting unusually difficult.

RBI lowered its inflation projection for 
2026-27 marginally. Even so, its forecast 
implies inflation above 5% for three succes-
sive quarters (5.9% in the third quarter of 
2026-27, 5.5% in the fourth and 5.3% in the 
first quarter of 2027-28). It also raised its 
2026-27 growth forecast from 6.6% to 6.7%, 
with the governor noting at the post-policy 
conference that 7% was “not inconceivable.” 
The interesting question, then, is not 
whether RBI should have raised rates this 
week. The more revealing question is why 
almost nobody expected it to.

Expectations of a central bank’s moves are 
formed less by reading policy statements 
than by observing what they repeatedly do. 
Every MPC says it balances inflation against 
growth. Markets pay closer attention to what 
committees actually do when those objec-
tives are in conflict.

Over time, a fairly settled view of RBI has 
emerged. It is widely seen as an institution 
that prefers to wait rather than tighten pol-

T
he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) did 
exactly what almost every RBI watcher 
expected this week. It left the repo rate 

unchanged. The decision was unanimous. By 
the time the announcement arrived, financial 
markets had already moved on to the RBI 
governor’s explanation.

That reasoning was what gave economists 
something to get their teeth into. Inflation 
has been edging up for five consecutive 
months and remained above RBI’s 4% target 
since June. Yet, the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) sounded more dovish about the 
outlook than many economists had expected.

The immediate reason is easy enough to 
identify. Consumer price inflation during 
the first quarter of 2026-27 came in below 
RBI’s own forecast. Core inflation is subdued 
too. The committee’s judgement is that 
inflation is rising without becoming broad-
based. RBI believes it will peak later this year 
without breaching its tolerance limit of 6%.

That assessment may prove correct. 
Equally, it may not. Surveys suggest that 

counted as employment is work that 
provides a decent level of earnings 
along with work conditions that would 
be seen as decent in any developed 
economy. Most self or casual employ-
ment in India is without any security of 
tenure, social security or a decent living 
wage. But even regular employment 
characterized by job continuity can 
hardly be deemed decent employment 
without security of tenure, social secu-
rity and a decent pay cheque. That is 
precisely why India faces a unique phe-
nomenon of a premium being placed on 
government jobs, which are widely seen 
as superior to private-sector jobs. No 
such example exists in any developed 
country. Such is the situation that even 
the lowest-paid level of a government 
job invites applications from lakhs of 
applicants, including PhD holders. 

India’s unemployment rate in the 
18-25 age-group has fallen from 25% in 
2017-18 to 17% in 2025 among rural 
youth and from 28% to 22% among 
urban youth. Still, almost one in five 
youth are actively seeking work but are 
unable to find it. It’s also worrying that 
they are withdrawing from higher edu-
cation—the proportion of students in 
this age group declined from 27% in 
2017-18 to 25% in rural areas but was 
stable at 36% in urban areas. Whether 
the move away is a result of rising edu-

cation costs or the futility of acquiring 
higher education is a matter of research. 

But among those who are fortunate to 
land a job, only a fourth are in regular 
employment. Even in regular jobs that 
the young hold, their real earnings from 
such employment have been almost 
stagnant over the years. The average 
earnings from regular employment in 
the 18-25 age-group have only grown by 
0.85% per year between 2011-12 and 
2025, as against India’s per capita 
income growth of more than 4% per 
year. But the data also points to a 
decline in returns from education, with 
real earnings growth declining steadily 
as one moves up the education ladder. 
The primary-educated have seen real 
earnings increase by 2% per annum 
between 2011-12 and 2025, whereas 
these have declined for people who 
have finished higher-secondary studies 
or above. Graduates fare worse, with 
their real income declining 1.1% per 
annum while those with higher second-
ary or diploma seeing a decline of 0.2%. 
Unfortunately, even their regular jobs 
do not guarantee a secure future. In 70% 
of the cases, there are no written con-
tracts and only 20% have a written deed 
of one year or more. Almost 60% are 
not eligible for paid leave or any social 
security benefit. 

Clearly, the issue of unemployment is 
not just about getting a job. Declining 
unemployment rates do not capture the 
precariousness of even the best jobs 
available to the youth. While the imme-
diate trigger for youth protests may 
have been exam leaks, the anguish is no 
less about the system, which seems 
unfair to those who want higher educa-
tion or seek better livelihoods. An 
examination system rejig is only a part 
of the reforms needed in education. 
Euphoria over India being the world’s 
fastest-growing major economy has 
stoked aspirations among the youth 
who confront a different reality. Job 
creation is not enough. India needs jobs 
that guarantee a decent living wage, 
security of tenure and social protection. 

R
ecent protests in Delhi have 
brought out the frustration of 
Indian youth over a dysfunctional 

educational system. While exam leaks, 
both for entrance to professional 
courses and specific job roles, were the 
main reason of protest, these were also a 
result of growing anxiety over the 
employment situation. 

However, a simple reading of India’s 
employment statistics would suggest an 
improvement in recent years. Overall 
employment by the internationally-
comparable gauge of weekly status has 
increased substantially from 431 million 
in 2017-18 to 563 million in 2025, with 
an accompanying decline in unemploy-
ment rates. It is a different matter that 
most of the increase in employment is 
driven by agriculture, female employ-
ment in particular. None of this is a sign 
of improvement in India’s employment 
structure. A deeper analysis suggests it 
is distress that is driving more women to 
farm jobs. Further, the overall employ-
ment increase in this sector shows a 
reversal of the structural transforma-
tion away from farms that takes place in 
any emerging economy. 

In any case, the real measure of 
employment is not just the ability to get 
any work and earn a living. In a society 
with a large vulnerable population, 
even though not poor by official stan-
dards, remaining jobless is a luxury few 
can afford. What should ideally be 

Creating jobs is not sufficient. India needs jobs that offer a decent living wage and social security

Himanshu

is associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University and visiting fellow at the Centre 

de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi.

Why nobody expected the MPC to increase interest rates
Puja Mehra 

A
 day after India’s finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman introduced 
the Taxation and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill in Parliament 
proposing changes to the Pay-
ment and Settlement Systems Act 

of 2007 that would let banks and payment sys-
tem providers charge fees on UPI and RuPay 
debit-card payments, Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra made a 
pointed reference to such fees. In response to a 
question posed at RBI’s post-policy conference, 
he pointed out that costs have to be borne by 
someone. “Ultimately, it is the consumer, in 
some way or the other, who is paying [for] it 
already. It may not be the same consumer, it 
may be the general economy, and you don’t get 
to see it directly… Somehow, it is already getting 
passed on; it may not be directly on the user-
pays principle.” This principle applies to much 
public infrastructure, be it physical or digital. 

Coincidentally, this week also saw Chief Eco-
nomic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran call out 
free services, saying ‘free’ is “the most expen-
sive word in public policy.” He pointed out that 
infrastructure built on the promise of free or 
below-cost services cannot attract patient 
capital. The latter demands durable returns, 
which rest on two basic premises: a price that 
covers the economic cost of the service and 
users willing to pay a fair charge. Unfortu-
nately, this point often gets lost in the context 
of public amenities. The country’s freebie 
culture, for example, fosters perceptions of the 
state owing people these. Yet, there is no free 
lunch. It is thus imperative that the cost of pub-
lic infrastructure (as distinct from pure public 
goods such as law-and-order and defence that 
need taxpayer money) is recoverable if we wish 

to sustain investment in India’s infra build-up. 
The Unified Payments Interface (UPI), run 
by National Payments Corporation of India, 
would therefore need to recover costs too, be it 
the base platform’s digital expenses or bills 
borne by apps and the network of banks that 
transfer money from one account to another. 
Set up under RBI’s aegis, UPI was initially 
made charge-free for users to spur adoption, 
but it has achieved high penetration now.

Those who want UPI kept free forever argue 
that it is widely seen as a cash substitute, not a 
bank service, and should stay so. There is no 
denying its benefits at both the micro level 
(convenience) and macro level (transactions 
brought into the formal system), so a fee must 
not end up slowing down UPI usage. Today, 
the government subsidizes payments of up to 
₹2,000 made to small merchants through an 
incentive scheme to promote RuPay and low-
value Bhim-UPI transactions. This public out-
lay goes to banks, payment service providers 
and third-party app providers. But according 
to a March report by the Standing Committee 
on Finance, a parliamentary panel, the total 
subsidy paid from 2021-22 to 2024-25 at 
₹8,730 crore was “only 11% of the cost incurred 
by the digital payment industry,” which 
implies an annual cost of about ₹20,000 crore. 
This is no trifle. A good solution would be 
to charge a nominal merchant discount of 
0.3-0.6% on UPI transactions for large mer-
chants, who may pass it on to customers, while 
keeping transfers under a certain limit exempt. 
For vast multitudes, it would still be like cash. 
Once RBI’s e-rupee takes off as the currency’s 
de facto digital clone (it being a direct liability 
of the central bank), UPI could gradually be 
made a fully charged service. 

Let UPI pay for itself: a 
tiny fee is all it will take 

Public infrastructure attracts capital if users are ready to pay fair and transparent usage 

charges. The user-pays principle should apply. Let the e-rupee serve as India’s digital cash 
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MUMBAI

Outgoing Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) governor
Raghuram Rajan will

likely choose to leave policy
rates unchanged on Tuesday,
leaving it to his successor to
decide on future rate cuts. 

Out of 10 economists and
bankers surveyed by Mint, nine
expect RBI to keep the repo
rate—the rate at which commer-
cial banks borrow from the cen-
tral bank—unchanged at 6.5%
on Tuesday. The reverse repo
rate would stay at 6% and the
cash reserve ratio (CRR)—the
portion of deposits that banks
must hold with RBI—may also
stay steady at 4%. Bank of Amer-
ica Merrill Lynch was the only
one that expected the central
bank to cut its repo rate by 25
basis points. A basis point is
one-hundredth of a percentage
point.

The quickening of inflation for
three consecutive months has
put the retail reading well above
RBI’s March 2017 target of 5%,
and reduced the odds for an
interest rate cut significantly,
analysts said.

Retail inflation rose to 5.77%
in June, driven by a spike in veg-
etable prices, significantly above
RBI’s stated target and uncom-
fortably close to the high end of
the target inflation range of 2-6%
mandated by the government.

“There is an outside chance
that the RBI’s 5% target of infla-
tion may not be met,” said Sou-
mya Kanti Ghosh, chief econo-
mist at State Bank of India, the
country’s largest lender.

The inflation trajectory is still
fraught with uncertainties as
many of the upside risks flagged

by the central bank in the June
policy are yet to play out, barring
the monsoon. 

Rainfall across India has so far
been above the long-period
average, which augurs well for
farm output this year. This, cou-
pled with astute food manage-
ment, may pull down food price
inflation.

However, wage hikes for gov-
ernment employees will likely
increase consumption, putting
pressure on inflation. Last week,
the government decided to pay
its employees seven months’
arrears at one go with their
August salary.

While global crude oil prices
are down 20% from their recent
highs, the Bank of England’s
move to restart its bond-buying
programme could lead to asset
prices across geographies flaring
up. 
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Mu Sigma CEO, 
General Atlantic 
in bid to sell 
combined stake
B Y  R E G H U  B A L A K R I S H N A N
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MUMBAI

Mu Sigma Inc.’s chief execu-
tive officer Ambiga Subra-

manian and US-based private
equity investor General Atlantic
Llc plan to sell their combined
48% stake in the data analytics
outsourcing firm, said two peo-
ple aware of the development.

General Atlantic has hired Cit-
igroup Inc. and Credit Suisse
Group AG to find a buyer at a
valuation of $1.5 billion, said
one of the people, both of whom
requested anonymity.

“The combined stake may
fetch a better valuation as the
buyer can get hold of a large
minority stake in a single deal
than if each investor is selling
separately,” this person said.

General Atlantic is the largest
investor in Mu Sigma, with a 24%
stake. Subramanian, who
divorced Mu Sigma founder and
chairman Dhiraj Rajaram in May
2016, also has a 24% stake in the
Chicago-based company. Other
investors in Mu Sigma are
Sequoia Capital, Fidelity Invest-
ments and MasterCard Inc.

Finding a buyer for their
stakes at a valuation of $1.5 bil-
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Online fashion retailer Myn-
tra has started working with

a new seller called Tech Connect
Retail Pvt. Ltd, owned by former
Bharti Airtel Ltd chief executive
Sanjay Kapoor, as it seeks to
comply with new regulations for
e-commerce firms, according to
four people familiar with the
matter and official documents.

So far, Myntra has generated
the majority of its sales through
Vector E-commerce Pvt. Ltd, a
seller with which it had close
connections. Since India has
barred direct online retail,
e-commerce companies such as
Myntra have complex structures
that involve separating their
businesses into purportedly
independent entities.

As of late evening on Sunday,
Vector E-commerce had com-
pletely disappeared from Myn-
tra’s app and website as a seller.
The majority of Vector’s business
is currently handled by Tech
Connect, as per the website and
the people mentioned above.

Myntra until now operated
under the B2B (business to busi-

TURN TO PAGE 8®

Myntra ties up 
with new seller 
to comply with 
FDI regulations

Raipur and Ranchi is the thrust
of the new civil aviation policy
announced by the government
in June. The regional connectiv-
ity plan proposes a small cess on
flights operated mostly on busy
routes to create an annual cor-
pus of `500 crore that will subsi-
dize flights using small planes on
unserved or underserved routes.

Apart from trying to promote
regional connectivity, the new
aviation polic y partially
scrapped the so-called 5/20 rule,
which restricted overseas opera-
tions to only those airlines that
had five years of domestic flying
experience and a fleet of at least
20 aircraft. New airlines like Vis-
tara and AirAsia can fly abroad
once they achieve the manda-
tory fleet strength.

The policy also proposed to
revive World War era airstrips
with a corpus of `500 crore that
is being set up. The aim is to
bring fares down to as low as
`2,500 for one-hour flights.

It also proposed to revive the
aircraft maintenance business in
India by making it easier for
companies to get permissions
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MONETARY POLICY

RBI seen 
maintaining 
status quo
Nine of 10 economists 
and bankers surveyed 
expect RBI to hold repo 
rate at 6.5% in Rajan’s 
last policy review 

The markets seem to be
quite happy with the

move by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to put licen-
ces for universal banks on
tap—probably a parting gift
from outgoing governor
Raghuram Rajan. 

The chances of Rajan
gifting a rate cut on Tues-
day, in the last bimonthly
monetary policy review
before his term ends in the
first week of September, are
b l e a k ,  b u t  b a n k e r s
wouldn’t be complaining.
A rate cut may come later
this year—and could be as
early as in October, in the
next monetary policy
announcement. 

The markets, at this
point, are looking beyond
Rajan and the August pol-
icy, even as government
bond yields have been
going down, helping banks
notch up handsome gains
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Markets 
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Rubicon in talks to 
raise `240 crore
Rubicon Research’s latest 
funding round, with Ever-
stone Capital set to put in $25 
million (`168 crore), will see 
the complete exit of investor 
Kotak Private Equity. >P3

>The monetary policy backdrop >P10
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The merger of Max Financial
Services Ltd, its unit Max

Life Insurance Co. Ltd and
HDFC Life Insurance Co. Ltd will
be an all-stock deal, said two
people with direct knowledge of
the matter. Under a two-step
process recommended to the
boards of the companies, Max
Life will first get merged into
Max Financial in a 1:1 share
swap ratio. Then, shareholders
of HDFC Life will get 24 shares
of this expanded Max Financial
for every 10 shares they hold, the
people said, requesting anonym-
ity as the deal is still in the
works.

The share swap ratio will be
considered by boards of Max Life
and HDFC Life when they meet
separately on Monday.

To be sure, the plan needs to
be cleared by the respective
boards, ratified by shareholders,
and approved by a high court.

On 17 June, the Max compa-
nies, promoted by Analjit Singh,
said they will merge with HDFC
Life to create an insurance giant
with `1.1 trillion in assets. The
new company may be valued at
upwards of `45,000 crore,
according to the people cited
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HDFC Life-Max 
merger ratio 
likely at 10:24
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The Narendra Modi 
government has done

well to lock in a legal 
inflation target of 4% for 
the next five years. That is 
in tune with the agreement 
it signed with the Reserve 
Bank of India earlier this 
year. Now, the central bank 
has to be given the 
operational freedom to 
pursue the target in the 
best possible manner.

There were fears that the
government would settle 
for a higher target in a bid 
to give a cyclical boost to 
the economy. Such a 
temporary push always 
seems attractive, but it not 
only dents the credibility of 
the monetary policy but 
also damages economic 
growth over the long run. 
What India needs is 
structural reform, rather 
than temporary stimulus.

There are two additional
issues. First, we hope the 
government continues to 
stay on the path of fiscal 
discipline that it has done 
so well to pursue till now. 
Second, it needs to put in 
place a monetary policy 
committee before Reserve 
Bank governor Raghuram 
Rajan leaves in early 
September.

QUICK EDIT

The right 
target

POLITICS: Attack me if you 
want, but not Dalits: Modi >3

CAPITAL CALCULUS: GST—Reordering of 
centre-state ties >4

CAPITAL ACCOUNT: When is a 4% inflation 
target really 4%? >15

AUTO: GST could mean end of the road 
for sub-4m sedans >7

Source: CII-IBA Financial Conditions Index

Indian banks and financial institutions are more optimistic about 
the financial sector. They expect an improvement in liquidity and a 
reduction in the cost of funds in the coming quarters but do not 
expect much of a pick-up in economic activity owing to rising 
inflation and tepid credit growth, according to a CII-IBA survey on 
financial conditions.

CII-IBA Financial 
Conditions Index

Sub-indices

BANKS, FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
MORE OPTIMISTIC: SURVEY

Q4 2015-16Q1 2015-16

Q4 2015-16

Q1 2016-17

47.8
Q1 2016-17

61.1

Cost of funds

CII: Confederation of Indian Industry IBA: Indian Banks' Association
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activity

External financial 
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Kirti Vyas is a sought-after
travel agent in Raipur, the

Chhattisgarh capital and home
to over 1 million people. Rapid
industrialization in the past dec-
ade has made the city prosper-
ous, and Vyas now sells six times
the number of air tickets he used
to eight years ago.

Home to power plants and
steel factories, Raipur is now
connected by 32 daily flights
offered by IndiGo, Air India and
Jet Airways, compared with just
eight flights a decade ago.

“Business is booming. You will
see a week before travel, flights
from Raipur are totally empty,”
said Vyas, 55. “Then two days
before the flight, it will be totally
full. Passengers don’t ask us
what is the ticket price, but if
there are seats available.”

Most of these flight additions
are to metro cities like Mumbai,
Delhi, Bengaluru and Chennai.
Flights to non-metro cities like
Ranchi in Jharkhand, Jaipur in
Rajasthan, Pune in Maharashtra
and Kochi in Kerala are in great
demand too, says Vyas, who sells
around 125,000 tickets a month.

Connecting small cities like

POLICY PUSH

The next wave in 
regional aviation
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Digital payments have 
gone from novelty to 

necessity, and our oversight 
must reflect this reality.

Rohit Chopr a
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Indian Council for Research on 

International Economic 

Relations.

India’s employment statistics 
show new jobs being created 

but these have been driven by 
agriculture, reflecting a reversal 

of the shift away from farms that 
any emerging economy sees. 

India must not only create new 
jobs but ones that offer decent 
living wages, security of tenure 
and social protection. Euphoria 

over India’s rapid economic 
growth has stoked aspirations.

Q U I C K  R E A D

sons those expectations have hardened. Dur-
ing the pandemic-time inflation surge, the 
MPC appeared willing to tolerate inflation 
above the limit prescribed under its inflation-
targeting framework. Official price statistics 
had been disrupted during covid lockdowns, 
so the government did not make RBI’s expla-
nation for the breach public. The central 
bank may have consequently escaped much 
scrutiny, even though the underlying infla-
tion trend was evident from other indicators. 

None of this proves RBI has given up infla-
tion targeting. Nor does it imply that this 

week’s decision was an 
error. What it does sug-
gest is that markets 
observe central banks 
pursuing several objec-
tives and infer a hierarchy 
among them. Conversa-
tions with market partici-
pants reveal a recurring 
concern that is expressed 
more in private than in 
public. Many investors 
would describe the hier-
archy roughly as: 
exchange-rate stability, 
government’s borrowing 
costs, growth and finally 

icy unless inflation becomes impossible to 
ignore or external developments leave it 
with little room for manoeuvre. That reputa-
tion did not arise from this meeting. It has 
been accumulating over several years.

The inflation shock that followed Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine is part of that record. Like 
several central banks abroad, RBI initially 
thought inflation would be transitory. As pri-
ces continued to rise, policy remained largely 
unresponsive. The eventual tightening came 
only after the US Federal Reserve had begun 
raising interest rates, and in an unscheduled 
meeting that caught mar-
kets by surprise.

RBI never suggested 
that exchange-rate con-
siderations had influ-
enced its decision. It did 
not have to. The timing 
led many observers to 
conclude that protecting 
the rupee had become at 
least as pressing an aim as 
containing domestic 
inflation.

That episode changed 
expectations of how RBI 
approaches tough trade-
offs. There are other rea-

The monetary policy panel’s 
decision not to hike RBI’s repo 
rate in the face of inflation risks 
felt like a foregone conclusion. 
It was inferred from its record 

of actions if not words.

Market participants seem to 
have assumed an RBI priority 

order. This shapes expectations, 
which play a role in the efficacy 

of policy moves, just as a central 
bank’s reputation does. 

Q U I C K  R E A D
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Youth protests have as much to 
do with jobs as exam paper leaks
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A
ssam is the latest victim of a pattern 
that is becoming normalized in India 
to a dangerous extent. Another year, 
the headline may name Bihar, a 
Himalayan district or a coastal city 
where a familiar hazard has acquired 

an unfamiliar intensity. Assam’s floods this mon-
soon have claimed 87 lives and affected 349 villa-
ges and hundreds of thousands of people across 
seven districts, with the chief minister describing 
water levels as unseen in half a century. Upper 
Assam is not accustomed to such inundation. The 
suffering reveals a story of policy mismatches.

This tragedy needs to be understood against 
Assam’s wider climate risk landscape. The Climate 
Risk and Vulnerability Assessment of 2025 places 
the state fifth among India’s 28 states overall, with 
the second-highest exposure score nationally. 
The report estimates that 47% of Assam is highly 
vulnerable to floods. Exposure indicates the scale 
of risk, but adaptive capacity determines if warning 
channels reach communities, roads stay accessi-
ble, drinking water and healthcare function, and 
electricity and communications recover swiftly.

As per a report prepared by the Institute for 
Competitiveness, Assam has an adaptive capacity 
score of 76.6, making it the third most constrained 
among the states assessed. This reflects structural 
weaknesses in water, sanitation, surface roads and 
telecom facilities. The latest floods left nearly 
13,000 households without electricity 11 days after 
the deluge, while sediment continued to obstruct 
access in some areas after the water had receded. 

Keeping its risk landscape in mind, over the 
years Assam has seen a rise in its disaster finance 
provision from ₹2,541 crore under the 14th 
Finance Commission (FC) to ₹4,742 crore under 
the 15th FC. The 16th FC has recommended an 
allocation of ₹5,825 crore for 2026-31. Lack of fund 
provisions does not seem to be the state’s problem. 

Climate-related finance should be judged by the 
capacity it has created, not merely by the funds 
allocated. The relevant test lies in checking 
whether embankments, roads, shelter, water sys-
tems and communications stay functional during a 
flood. In July 2026, the state government reported 
that 3,000km of the state’s 4,800km embankment 
network required repair or reconstruction because 
its flood resistance capacity had declined. Around 
1,800km had been strengthened, including 863km 
over the last five years. But the story doesn’t end 
here. There are also other issues that cause havoc 
in Upper Assam that need to be highlighted for 
effective crisis mitigation and prevention. 

One pertains to whether formally recognized 
risk can prompt comprehensive preventive action. 
Another concerns the challenge of managing a 
tributary basin with much of its catchment area 
lying across the state’s boundary.

In 2019, concerns about mining, erosion and 

Upper Assam floods reveal how 
outdated our financial set-up is 
Deluge patterns are changing but disaster response and mitigation funding follows yesterday’s data. It should be proactive
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I
 went to an AI film festival in Tokyo last 
week expecting slop, and left surprised 
by how much humanity emanated from 

the screen. My favourite was an 11-minute 
short film from a child’s perspective of 
spending a magical summer with his 
grandparents. He records mermaid sight-
ings and fleeting, sun-drenched images of 
youth. The biggest crowd-pleaser, The 
Postman, imagined a future where a trash-
sorting robot longs for the human connec-
tion it once found delivering handwritten 
letters as a postal worker.

These films made me feel something, 
which itself has become a provocative state-
ment. Even suggesting that an AI-generated 
movie might be good tends to draw indigna-
tion from filmmakers and cinephiles who 
still see the technology as an insult to crea-
tivity (it can be), a mass heist of intellectual 
property (no doubt) or a looming threat to 
artists’ livelihoods (all true). 

The anger is understandable. We have all 
seen the soulless junk that defines much 
AI-generated content online. But what hap-
pens when that technology lets artists tell 
stories they could not otherwise afford to?

Human composition has never guaran-
teed artistry. On a recent flight, I flicked 
through several Hollywood movies made 
by armies of people. None seemed to have 
a soul. It left me wondering what is so 
sacred about this process that we cannot 
make room for others to create?

Audiences tend to rail against AI-gener-
ated art—at least, when they know it is 
involved. People often judge AI-generated 
art more favourably when its origins are 
concealed, then downgrade the same or 
similar work after learning it was involved. 
Rather than proving machines can be art-
ists, this suggests we judge a work partly by 
how we feel about how it was made. Win-
ning over audiences will require proving 
that these films involve far more labour 
than simply prompting a machine.

The filmmakers I met were not reckless 
AI accelerationists but artists, often the first 
to acknowledge the technology’s limits. 

Yang Wang, co-director of Between 
Before and After, a moody breakup story, 
told me that AI reduced costs and 
improved efficiency, but had not changed 
the essence. Filmmakers still have to build 
relationships between characters and 
organize shots. Long takes, such as Martin 
Scorsese’s famous nightclub entry in Good-
fellas, remain nearly impossible to pull off 
with AI, he lamented.

Sound, colour and digital production all 
changed filmmaking jobs, he added. Some 
repetitive work might disappear due to AI. 

But he believes the technology will also 
create new roles and empower more peo-
ple to make movies.

Yuuuki, the artist behind The Postman, 
came from anime, where work can be 
extraordinarily painstaking. He saw AI as a 
practical way to manage the workload and 
finish projects. Human creativity stems 
from accumulated experiences, something 
a machine can’t replace, he noted. Japan’s 
storied animation industry has long faced 
criticism over poor pay and working condi-
tions. Used well, these tools could help pre-
serve rather than replace the craft.

The event was hosted by US-based Run-
way, the $5 billion startup that makes video 
and world models. CEO Cris Valenzuela 
told me that even in the face of loud critics, 
“Every Hollywood studio is using AI, every 
one of them.” It’s true that while executives 
still publicly emphasize their commitment 
to human creativity, they have also been 
investing in AI talent and tools.

That shift has created a sense of fatalism. 
Artists must embrace AI or be left behind. I 
have long resisted this rhetoric, especially in 
art. A technology’s existence does not 
excuse how it was built—by sweeping up 
vast troves of creative work, often without 
permission or remuneration. The industry 
should find ways to compensate those crea-
tors. Without their labour, Generative AI as 
we know it would be useless.

It can undoubtedly help with tedious 
parts of production, and many creatives 
will adopt tools that let them work faster or 
stretch their budgets. But most workers 
want a greater say in this transition. That is 
why creative industry unions will be essen-
tial in determining how they are used.

The debate is often framed as a battle 
between artists and Silicon Valley boffins. 
Ultimately, audiences will decide which 
stories deserve their time and money, 
whatever tools made them. Consumers are 
adept at sniffing out inauthenticity, 
whether AI was involved or not.

The films I saw were all short, more a 
glimpse of potential than an immediate 
threat to the box office. They felt human 
because a person decided what mattered 
enough to share. Machines cannot experi-
ence the ache of missing a grandparent, for 
instance. AI can change how stories are 
made, but not what motivates us to tell the 
ones we do. ©BLOOMBERG

Are AI movies all slop? Not if 
they prove equally enthralling

Filmmaking is an art of storytelling that AI could surely help hone

Audiences can spot inauthenticity whether 

AI is involved or not. ISTOCKPHOTO

possible changes in the Dikhow’s course reached 
the Gauhati high court. The state had then 
proposed a multidisciplinary study and master 
plan, and the court called for an enforcement 
mechanism. While the case tells us nothing about 
the role of mining in this year’s flood, it raises the 
question of whether a recognized risk was met 
with proper preventive action in the last six years. 
An institutional gap is only part of the problem; 
another is geographical. A 2014 Geographic Infor-
mation System study on the Dikhow’s drainage 
system of Northeast India estimated that its drain-
age basin is roughly 3,889-sq-km. Although 
estimates differ across studies, it 
is clear that much of the basin 
lies upstream in Nagaland, with 
water and sediment flowing into 
the Assam plains before joining 
the Brahmaputra. 

Nagaland’s soil and water con-
servation department has docu-
mented extensive coal mining 
and marked expansion of rat-
hole and open-cast mines in 
Wokha, Mon, Mokokchung, 
Longleng and Tuensang. Its 
2024-25 administrative report 
records several ecological dama-
ges from acid mine drainage and 
describes programmes intended 
to restore mine-spoilt areas. 
This does not mean that the identified mines fall 
within the Dikhow catchment or that mining 
materially worsened this year’s floods, but it estab-
lishes a need to examine Dikhow as a connected 
basin.  Water, debris and sediment transcend state 
borders. Yet, mining regulation, forest administra-
tion, catchment restoration and disaster expendi-
ture are state functions. So climate risk varies 
by river basins, but governance and finance are 
sliced up by administrative boundaries. This is one 

mismatch. But there is a bigger one in the design of 
India’s FC architecture. 

Although the 16th FC recognizes disaster risk, its 
weightage remains low. For state disaster response 
and mitigation fund allocations, the 16th FC gives a 
70% weight to adjusted average disaster expendi-
ture between 2011-12 and 2023-24, excluding the 
two pandemic years, and 30% to a disaster risk 
index that incorporates hazard exposure and vul-
nerability. Although the risk component is recog-
nized better than in earlier approaches, the diffi-
culty lies in the relative weights. Historical expend-
iture is a justified parameter for assessing states’ 

recurring finance needs, but 
overall, the devolution formula 
is slow to take emerging geo-
graphies of risk into account; it 
is designed so that risk is fully 
recognized only after a record 
of damage has accumulated. 

At this point, India lacks the 
institutional ability to anticipate 
vulnerability before disasters 
strike. While floods wreak havoc 
in changing patterns, our fiscal 
and administrative set-up largely 
remains the same. Waiting for 
the next cycle to reconsider cli-
mate risk within India’s principal 
architecture of fund devolution 
could mean several more trage-

dies. The Union and state budgets must therefore 
begin applying forward-looking climate risk crite-
ria, while a stronger framework is developed for 
the next FC. 

Climate mitigation must begin before recurring 
relief becomes a substitute for development. 
Recovery is not simply a matter of rebuilding what 
was lost at the same location. Once a settlement, 
agricultural field, school or village is consumed by 
a deluge, rebuilding happens elsewhere. 

Climate risk varies by river basins, 
but governance and finance are 

sliced up by administrative 
boundaries. This mismatch is 
smaller than the one in how 

funds are devolved to states. 

India requires anticipatory 
funding. Budgets must start using 

forward-looking climate-risk 
criteria while a better devolution 

framework is developed for 
the next Finance Commission. 

Q U I C K  R E A D
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tax law, the appellate authority and Tribunal 
may condone a delay of any length for “suffi-
cient cause,” and a tax commissioner may 
waive a penalty for genuine hardship. That 
discretion is bounded; negligence is still 
refused relief, but genuine cases get a fair 
hearing. Six decades of this have not brought 
tax administration to its knees. It is GST that 
treats its adjudicators as unfit to weigh a tax-
payer’s cause—its tribunal is stricter than the 
excise and customs tribunal, which too could 
forgive a delay of any length for good reason.

Today’s question, then—for Parliament, 
the government and writ courts—is whether 
a law that has survived on the power of dead-
line extension can deny every discretionary 
extension to those it governs. A statute that 
lived by extension should not preach a hard 
limit. The durable answer lies in the law: give 
GST’s appellate forums the same latitude 
that direct taxation allows. 

India’s GST regime must show restraint. 
Or we risk small businesses getting engulfed, 
even failing. A shop-owner who recovers 
from a bereavement or hospitalization must 
not get trapped by an order six months old; 
income-tax law would give the same taxpayer 
a hearing but GST will not. Grace is not a con-
cession, but an act of proportionate matur-
ity—and it’s not a novelty either.

is now GST’s foundational fiscal record.
Section 168A of the Central GST Act insti-

tutionalized the state’s leeway on a time lim-
itation for dispute cases. Three notifications 
in 2022-23 extended the time span to pass 
adjudication orders for 2017-20, invoking 
covid as ‘force majeure’ long after those 
relaxations ended. One of them lacked even 
the GST Council’s prior recommendation, 
though the council ratified it later; high 
courts are now split on its validity and the 
Supreme Court is yet to settle the matter.

The GST compensation cess, originally 
meant to run from July 2017 to June 2022, 
was extended to March 2026—not to com-
pensate states but repay the roughly ₹2.7 
trillion borrowed by the Centre during the 
pandemic. This ‘transitional’ levy that out-
lived its purpose by four years and became a 
debt-servicing instrument has finally ended.

Reverse charges on purchases from unreg-
istered persons were suspended within 
months and eventually redrafted in 2018 to 
apply only to notified classes, thus diluting 
what Parliament had enacted in July 2017. 
Provisions for tax deducted and collected at 
source (TDS and TCS), also enacted nine 
years ago, went live only in October 2018.

The GST Tribunal took eight years to con-
stitute. The case limitation clock was held in 

N
ine years after India rolled out its 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), one 
philosophy has proven more durable 

than anything in the architecture of the law: 
when a taxpayer misses a deadline, it is 
enforced to the day; when the state misses 
one, it is extended by notification.

GST has been Independent India’s largest 
fiscal experiment: one tax across all states, 
touching every citizen in a way that even the 
1991 reforms did not. In the early years, 
extensions owing to ‘teething problems’ 
were a necessity, not an indulgence. That is 
precisely why their persistence into the later 
years raises this question: is it a confession of 
structural unreadiness or an act of self-ex-
emption by the state?

As a tax-return form, GSTR-3B was a stop-
gap while the invoice-matching architecture 
of GSTR-1/2/3 stabilized. GSTR-2 was sus-
pended within months and GSTR-3 forms 
were not filed. The provisions for matching 
were deleted in 2022 and the rules amended 
retrospectively to institutionalize 3B, which 

India ought to resolve this asymmetry in its GST regime
Manjunath A.N. & 
Arjun Raghavendra M.

could not take their returns, but that only 
concedes it was not ready. The input tax 
credit deadline was enforced to the day, gen-
erating demands running into tens of thou-
sands of crores, until the law was amended 
retrospectively to extend it to 30 November 
2021 for 2017-18 through 2020-21: an admis-
sion that the deadline was unrealistic. The 
transitional-credit window (Tran-1/Tran-2), 
litigated across high courts, needed a 2022 
Supreme Court order to re-open the portal 
for two months—five years after the ‘transi-
tion.’

The taxpayer’s side 
lacks basic discretionary 
elasticity. The appellate 
authority can condone a 
delay of one month; and 
the Tribunal, three 
months. Beyond that 
limit, no authority in the 
GST hierarchy can hear 
an appeal a single day 
late, whatever the cause.

We don’t need novelty 
to address that asymme-
try. The state already 
trusts its own officers 
with discretion on direct 
taxes. Under the income-

suspension to cover the gap. Even this fix is 
an extension; with the Tribunal operational 
only from September 2025, a notification 
that month gave taxpayers until 30 June 
2026 to file their entire backlog of appeals 
since 2017 (some 480,000 of them), a dead-
line that was then pushed to 31 July when its 
own internet portal buckled.

GSTR-9/9C, the annual return, was not 
ready to be filed annually: the first, for 
2017-18, arrived in staggered batches in 
2020, and 9C’s audit certification gave way to 
self-certification in 2021. A New Return Sys-
tem (RET-1, Sahaj, 
Sugam) was announced, 
piloted and abandoned. 
E-invoicing was deferred, 
then lowered through six 
turnover tranches from 
₹500 crore (in 2020) to 
₹5 crore (in 2023). Even 
the e-way bill’s “ship-to” 
field was pushed again to 
August 2026.

Yet the state’s rigidity 
where an extension 
would favour taxpayers is 
stark. Some extensions 
did spare taxpayers the 
price of a system that 

It is odd that the Indian state has 
granted itself wide leeway on 

GST implementation timelines 
but offers taxpayers no respite, 
unlike the country’s much older 

system of direct taxation.

Income-tax officials have the 
discretion to pardon delays 
by taxpayers who cite good 

reasons. The GST regime ought 
to adopt this. Countless small 
businesses would be relieved.
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Revenue Service.

Amit Kapoor & Sheen Zutshi
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Institute for Competitiveness. X: @kautiliya.    









Short of expectations 

The “closing auction session” (CAS) mechanism, meant to be a better closing price-

discovery system for eligible derivatives stocks than the older system of volume-

weighted average price (VWAP), has fallen short of the benefits it was hoped to 

deliver. At least, that is the experience thus far. Even though some market watchers 

argue that it is too early to conclude, there is little doubt that the CAS has left many 

market participants puzzled. Started on August 3 by both the BSE and the National 

Stock Exchange, the initial response to the CAS also suggests that merely following 

globally recognised systems may not always be a good proposition unless they 

factor in Indian conditions. 

The CAS is an auction-based mechanism to arrive at a fair closing price for stocks 

eligible for futures & options (F&O) trading. Its introduction was also aimed to benefit 

passive funds and other institutional investors. Prices are based on bids by market 

participants during a special 20-minute trading window (from 3:15 pm to 3:35 pm). 

This special window starts after the closing of the cash-market segment for these 

stocks at 3:15 pm. Introduced by the market regulator, the Securities and Exchange 

Board of India, the CAS replaced a nearly 26-year-old system in which the last 30 

minutes of continuous trades were considered to arrive at the closing price of a stock 

based on the VWAP. Nothing has changed for securities outside the CAS — their clos-

ing-price discovery remains under the VWAP mechanism. The key reason Indian 

markets shifted from the last traded price (LTP) system to the VWAP was that the LTP 

was vulnerable to end-of-day price manipulation, wherein even a small transaction 

in the last few seconds could skew the oicial closing price of a stock. 

In the CAS, at the end of the auction, the buyer and seller interests are matched. 

The price at which the maximum volume is executable becomes the closing price. 

The results are there to see. While individual stocks have seen sharp moves after 

trading at the cash market ends at 3.15 pm and the CAS starts for F&O-eligible stocks, 

it has affected the closing value of the Nifty 50, which has been visibly different than 

the closing value of the BSE Sensex on each of these days. Sharp price differences 

between exchanges for frontline stocks are creating unnecessary price asym-

metries. Some market participants have argued that for systems like the CAS to 

deliver the desired results, it is essential that the ecosystem is diverse and large, with 

participants across the spectrum providing suicient liquidity. For the CAS to suc-

ceed in India, it will require wide and regular participation from institutional inves-

tors such as domestic mutual funds, insurance companies, pension funds, family 

oices, sovereign wealth funds, foreign investors, along with high-networth indi-

viduals, arbitrageurs, market makers, and the like. Wide participation along with 

high liquidity will help minimise price diversions across exchanges and market seg-

ments. Thus, it is possible that the system will stabilise in the coming days. 

However, if the CAS is unable to deliver the desired results despite its global 

acceptability, the regulator and stock exchanges must not shy away from acknowl-

edging the shortcomings, and take appropriate corrective action. It is possible that 

the Indian market is not yet prepared for the transition and the idea can be 

revisited after a reasonable gap. It is important to ensure that the legitimate inter-

ests of market participants are not compromised. Volatility in closing prices of 

F&O stocks has meant that investors, including those who purchased mutual-

fund equity schemes owning these F&O stocks on or after August 3, have taken 

some hit or gained at the cost of others because of market anomalies. Such out-

comes have an impact on real-money transactions. Friction and uncertainty in 

price discovery are not desirable in the stock market.

A fix for the future

The Lok Sabha on Thursday passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 

2026, which, among other things, proposes to amend the Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act, 2007.  This will give the Centre the powers to decide which modes of 

electronic payment will remain free and which may attract charges. Although the 

Bill does not specify any fee, rate or timeline, it creates the legal flexibility to revisit 

the zero-merchant discount rate (MDR) regime and could potentially pave the way 

for introducing the MDR on certain Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions. 

The proposal has revived the debate over whether India’s digital-payment infrastruc-

ture, one of the best in the world, can continue to operate indefinitely under a zero-

fee model. Since January 2020, UPI and RuPay debit cards have been exempt from 

the MDR to encourage digital adoption. UPI currently processes nearly 660 million 

transactions every day, enabling seamless payments for everyone from street ven-

dors to large retailers, and has become the backbone of India’s digital payments. 

However, while digital transactions are free for users and merchants, they are 

not free to operate. Banks, payment-service providers, payment aggregators, and 

the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) continue to bear the costs of 

maintaining, upgrading and securing the infrastructure. Thus, the sustainability 

issue is diicult to ignore. The 32nd report of the Standing Committee on Finance, 

presented earlier this year, pointed out that the government’s incentive scheme 

covers only 11 per cent of the industry’s actual costs and 14 per cent of the revenue 

that a normal MDR regime could generate. While the Union Budget allocated 

~2,000 crore this year to promote low-value UPI and RuPay transactions, the indus-

try estimates that operating and expanding the payments ecosystem requires much 

more than that. As UPI is expected to add more users, continued dependence on 

government subsidies may constrain long-term infrastructure investment. This 

has prompted industry bodies and analysts to advocate a calibrated MDR, limited 

to large merchants and high-value transactions. Analyst estimates suggest that an 

MDR of 15-30 basis points (bps) on UPI transactions above ~2,000 could generate 

annually ~5,000 crore-10,000 crore by FY28. 

Notably, transactions above ~2,000 constitute only 4-5 per cent of the transac-

tion volumes but nearly 70 per cent of the transaction value, suggesting that a tar-

geted MDR could improve financial sustainability without affecting most users. 

International experience also suggests that zero-MDR is not the only path to digital 

payment success. Brazil’s Pix and China’s real-time payment systems, for example, 

have operated with merchant charges of 30-40 bps, allowing payment providers to 

recover their cost while continuing to expand digital payment adoption. Besides, it 

is worth noting that nearly 90 per cent of the UPI transactions are routed through 

just two third-party payment apps, creating a near-duopoly. A sustainable business 

environment in terms of revenue will increase competition and bring more oper-

ators. At a broader policy level, it will be important that the future MDR framework 

remain simple. The policy priority should be to ensure continued investment in 

India’s digital payments infrastructure, which will help keep transaction costs low 

and not discriminate against low-value transactions.

Digital-payment architecture must be sustainable

New closing system in stock exchanges must be reviewed

For many customers, the Know Your Customer 
requirement or KYC, as it is commonly known, has 
come to be associated with providing elaborate docu-
mentation for opening a new account or periodically 
giving updated records. There is growing commen-
tary, particularly around repeated requests for docu-
ments and diiculties in resolving seemingly minor 
discrepancies. There are also instances of some cus-
tomers losing access to their accounts for want of 
updated KYC. Such experiences can 
indeed be exasperating.  

Yet, the purpose behind KYC is impor-
tant, both for the integrity of the financial 
system and for the protection of cus-
tomers themselves.  

Why KYC matters  
KYC is not simply about collecting 
documents. At its core, it enables a 
bank to establish the identity of the 
person prior to starting an account rela-
tionship. Periodic updating ensures 
that information collected earlier 
remains current and useful. 

Banking has become increasingly 
digital, instantaneous and intercon-
nected. Accounts can be opened remotely, funds can 
move across several entities within minutes, and 
fraud can be perpetrated online. Decades ago, life 
was much simpler for branch managers like me, as 
customers were known more by their names and less 
through the documents!  

KYC is a tool to prevent crimes 
KYC also forms a critical part of the framework for 
combating money laundering and the financing of ter-

rorism by identifying and preventing transactions that 
help move proceeds of crime through the legitimate 
financial system. Such criminal acts are facilitated 
through accounts opened using false identities or 
accounts operated on behalf of others (mule 
accounts). Establishing the identity of customers and 
understanding the nature of their financial activity, 
therefore, becomes essential to safeguard the banking 
system from being used for such wrongful purposes. 

Customer profiling is now core activity 
Proper KYC helps a bank understand a 
customer’s usual transaction profile — 
the nature and broad level of activity 
ordinarily expected in an account. Tech-
nology can then be used to identify trans-
actions or patterns that deviate 
significantly from this profile and gener-
ate alerts for closer examination. An 
incomplete or incorrect profile may also 
result in routine transactions being red-
flagged or suspicious transactions failing 
to generate any alerts. 

KYC is in the customer’s own interest 
Proper identification and up-to-date 

contact details enable the bank to reach out to the 
customer quickly when suspicious activity is 
detected. Outdated KYC information could result in 
alerts being sent to the wrong mobile number or 
bank statements to the wrong address, undermining 
the very purpose.  

Keeping KYC information accurate and current 
should, therefore, be seen not merely as meeting a 
regulatory requirement, but as an important part of 
safeguarding one’s own financial identity and safety. 

Getting the balance right 
At one end of the spectrum, KYC can become a routine 
form-filling exercise — documents are collected, 
boxes are ticked, and the process is treated as com-
plete. But an effective KYC programme requires banks 
to understand the customer relationship, keep rel-
evant information up to date, and use it meaningfully 
for risk assessment and transaction monitoring. 

Evolving regulations 
While much of the KYC framework flows from the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), the 
Reserve Bank has been pragmatic in its approach by 
laying down guidelines that are proportional. Simpli-
fied rules exist that enable customers to complete peri-
odic updation through a self-declaration without 
having to resubmit documents, where there is no 
change in KYC related information or there is a mini-
mal modification like a change in address. Channels 
such as business correspondents and video-based 
KYC enable customers to complete re-KYC without 
having to visit the bank branch. 

Taken together, these measures seek to preserve 
the rigour of KYC while reducing avoidable inconven-
ience for customers. 

Making KYC work for customers 
Regulations can provide the framework and technol-
ogy can widen the channels available. However, the 
customer’s experience of KYC is ultimately shaped by 
how well it is implemented. 

Not every deficiency carries the same risk. A minor 
spelling difference or diiculty with biometric auth-
entication for a senior citizen should not be treated in 
the same manner as deliberate concealment of ident-
ity or suspicious activity. Good implementation 
requires judgement as well as compliance. 

For many customers, the bank staff are in the best 
position to help. They should clearly explain what 
information is missing, why it is required, and how it 
can be provided in a simpler way. Documents received 
should be acknowledged, completion of updation 
should be communicated, and an effective escalation 
mechanism should be available where problems 
remain unresolved. 

A shared responsibility 
Customers, too, have a role to play. They should pro-
vide accurate information, keep key details such as 
their address and contact number current, respond to 
genuine communications from their bank and remain 
alert to fraudsters who misuse KYC as a pretext to seek 
passwords, PINs or OTPs. 

The real test of KYC is whether it makes the finan-
cial system harder to misuse while remaining easy for 
legitimate customers to access. That requires sound 
judgement, proportionate processes and an empa-
thetic approach. 

A sound KYC programme requires both com-
pliance and compassion. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of 
India. The views are personal

The new battlefield is the human mind
Much of the discussion on information warfare focuses 
on fake news, deepfakes and AI-generated content 
designed to spread falsehoods. These threats remain 
real, but increasingly they represent yesterday’s battle. 

Today, information warfare is evolving into more 
sophisticated cognitive warfare, wherein the objective 
is no longer just to persuade people to believe a false 
narrative, but to shape how they perceive reality itself 
by influencing what they pay attention to, whom they 
trust, how they evaluate evidence and, ultimately, how 
they make decisions. The battlefield is no longer 
information alone. It is the human mind, and the cog-
nitive processes through which people 
form judgements. 

Generative artificial intelligence (AI) 
has made creating convincing fabricated 
content inexpensive. But the real trans-
formation is strategic rather than tech-
nological. Modern influence operations 
increasingly do not invent falsehoods. 
They identify existing social fissures 
such as political disagreements, econ-
omic anxieties, or distrust of institutions 
and amplify them, like a magnifying 
glass enlarging an existing crack. 
Amplification makes one part of reality appear to 
define the whole. The objective is not to create new 
divisions, but to repeatedly direct public attention 
towards existing ones and distort the sense of propor-
tion much like an optical illusion.  

Amplification is far more diicult to counter than 
fabrication because it builds on realities that already 
exist. A fabricated claim can eventually be disproved. 
In amplification, the facts remain the same, but 
repeated magnified exposure of a part changes our 
perception of what is important, representative or 
urgent. Once that perceptual lens is shaped, every sub-
sequent event is viewed through it.   

This shift has been reinforced by the redesign of 
social media itself. A decade ago, platforms largely 
connected people with friends and accounts they 
chose to follow. Today, the platforms themselves 
increasingly decide what users see. TikTok trans-
formed social media through short videos and its “For 

You” feed, where algorithms recommend content 
based not on who created it but on its ability to capture 
attention. Instagram Reels, YouTube Shorts and X 
have followed the same model. This matters because 
the human brain responds more quickly and emo-
tionally to faces, voices and moving images than to 
text. Combined with infinite scrolling, auto-play, and 
frictionless sharing, these recommendation systems 
have transformed social networks into attention net-
works, making amplification faster, wider and more 
powerful than ever before. 

These innovations were introduced by the social 
media platforms to maximise user 
engagement, not to enable information 
warfare. Yet together they have created 
an unprecedented infrastructure for cog-
nitive influence. Content now spreads 
less because of who shares it and more 
because algorithms predict it will hold 
attention. Since outrage generates 
stronger engagement than nuance, emo-
tionally charged narratives travel farther 
than balanced ones.  

Cognitive warfare goes a step further. 
While amplification seeks to dominate 

attention, cognitive warfare seeks to degrade judge-
ment itself. The objective is no longer to persuade 
people to accept a particular narrative, but to under-
mine their confidence in judging any narrative. 
Imagine being exposed every day to an endless stream 
of videos, expert claims, counterclaims, manipulated 
images, genuine footage taken out of context, AI-gen-
erated content and fabricated fact-checks. Individ-
ually, much of it may be unconvincing. Collectively, 
however, it creates confusion. Over time, people stop 
asking what is true and begin asking whether anything 
can be trusted. That shift is the strategic objective. A 
population that trusts nothing is often more useful to 
an adversary than one that believes a specific false-
hood, because it becomes far harder to mobilise, 
reassure or unite during a crisis. 

This is what distinguishes cognitive warfare from 
traditional propaganda. Propaganda sought to replace 
one belief with another. Cognitive warfare seeks to 

undermine the ability to judge what is true. Consider 
a natural disaster. Normally, an evacuation order from 
the authorities would trigger immediate action. But 
after prolonged exposure to manipulated videos 
regarding imminent disaster, people may hesitate. Is 
the warning genuine? Has the oicial account been 
hacked? The delay itself can cost lives. The battlefield 
is no longer information. It is human judgement. 

AI is accelerating this transition. It can produce 
thousands of tailored messages, identify which nar-
ratives generate the strongest engagement, and con-
tinuously refine them for different audiences, 
languages and emotional triggers. Influence operations 
thus become adaptive learning systems rather than 
static campaigns. The next step is agentic AI. Instead of 
human operators coordinating networks of accounts, 
autonomous AI agents will conduct millions of person-
alised conversations, adapt to individual responses, 
build credibility over time and subtly reinforce selected 
narratives. Cognitive warfare will become continuous, 
conversational and highly personalised.  

The implications are huge. Public trust is a strategic 
national asset, and the ability of citizens to distinguish 
genuine public concerns from orchestrated amplifica-
tion influence a nation’s resilience during crises.  

Technology, regulation and international cooper-
ation will all be essential. But none can keep pace with 
the speed and scale of AI-driven influence operations. 
Just as previous generations built military resilience 
to defend territory and cyber resilience to protect digi-
tal infrastructure, this era demands cognitive resil-
ience to protect democratic judgement. 

The most durable defence lies in building cognitive 
resilience: Teaching citizens how amplification works, 
strengthening trusted channels of communication, 
and encouraging respectful dialogue across differ-
ences. Finland’s model of media literacy could be 
studied. As information warfare evolves into cognitive 
warfare, the first line of defence is no longer only the 
border. It is the informed citizen. Pause before you 
believe. Pause before you share. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
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A new anthology throws light on subtle, 
everyday forms of gender-based condi-
tioning and violence that goes unno-
ticed. The essays in the book, by several 
well-known personalities from diverse 
fields ranging from culture to politics, 
law, academia, sports, art and media, 
dwell on the experiences of its contribu-
ting authors. Through the compendium, 
Priyadarshini Bhattacharya aims to talk 
about violence that hides in plain sight. 
She writes as a bureaucrat on the mar-

gins, “one who watches from the 
peripheries, listening to the stories that 
slip through the cracks of reports and 
policy briefs”. 

Seema Anand narrates several stories 
that reiterate the idea that a woman’s 
worth is tethered to a man’s, no matter 
how flawed or undeserving he may be. 
“Misogyny isn’t political radicalisation. It 
is an inherited poison, seeded in the 
stories you hear as a child,” she writes. 
Payal Hathi and Kanika Sharma write 
that women’s health has long been 
defined by anyone but women them-
selves. Sukriti Paul Kumar explains that 
the failure to listen, see and acknowledge 
has been a fundamental problem within 
patriarchy. “To decode humour, to 
decode silence, to decode the everyday 
violence that slips unnoticed into lan-
guage – requires awakening,” she writes. 

Shraddha Pandey writes that impor-
tant tasks are often not given to women 
at work, because of how they are per-

ceived. As a woman working in the 
police force, she observes that a 
woman’s career is often challenged by 
personal milestones that are seen as lia-
bilities. “Any skill, expertise or potential 
she brought to the table was summarily 
dismissed, overshadowed by a bias that 
reduced her to her biological func-
tions,” she writes. 

Deepa Mehta says women have his-
torically been marginalised in the arts. 
“Their entry into cinema has been a 
slow but silent revolution,” she writes. 
Ratna Pathak Shah recalls a song from 
her childhood about the importance of 
a brother, and a special fast she had to 
keep that would guarantee her a good 
husband. Even though she grew up in 
the company of independent, strong-
minded women, and girls in her family 
were educated, marriage was seen as 
their ultimate goal. After marriage, 
Kiran Rao felt as though her individual 
identity was lost. “It is a blatant marker 
of patriarchy that our identities are 
defined by our forefathers, while our 
mothers’ names and identities are 

erased,” she writes. 
Saswati Bhattacharya 

writes about how menstru-
ation is historically associated 
with shame. Conversations 
about women’s bodies or sex-
uality often remain stifled, she 
points out. “While blood is 
glorious in the battlefield and 
a tragedy in accidents, it is 
shameful when it seeps from 
the womb,” she writes. Girija 
Borker writes about the 
struggles that women and 
girls face on their daily com-
mute. In her research, she 
found that across geo-
graphies and modes of 
public transport, women 
share a narrative of harass-
ment and fear. “The other 
aspect of such fleeting violence is that 
while it may last only minutes, its 
impact lingers, sometimes for a life-
time,” she writes. 

Even after undergoing 10 surgeries, 
acid attack survivor Laxmi Agarwal is 

unable to fully close one of her 
eyes. According to her, acid 
attacks lead not just to physi-
cal scars but lasting emotional 
injury. “For we have been 
deprived of love and accept-
ance by a society that priori-
tises physical beauty above all 
else,” she writes. In 2006, Ms 
Agarwal filed a public interest 
litigation addressing acid 
attacks in the Supreme Court.  

While relating various inci-
dents and observations from 
his childhood, Pushpesh Pant 
talks about inequalities in the 
treatment of women and girls 
in matters related to food and 
the kitchen. He also highlights 
the endless ritual fasts pre-
scribed for women for the long 

life of their husbands, the welfare of their 
children or the prosperity of the house-
hold. “The growing girl child was never 
fed like a boy,” he adds.   

Preeti and Kabir Vajpai explain how 
gendered violence in architecture mani-

fests in subtle yet systemic ways in 
designs that often disregard women’s 
needs. In their practice, they have often 
observed how men dominate decisions 
about spaces primarily used by women. 
They further add that the erasure of 
women’s voices in urban planning is 
devastatingly evident. “Architectural 
design and planning that disregards 
women’s needs have profound conse-
quences on their emotional, physical 
and psychological well-being,” they 
explain. The authors also provide 
actionable solutions for gender-
responsive architecture. 

Mary Kom writes that despite the 
obstacles she faced, she set out to prove 
that motherhood and ambition could 
share the same stage. Through Rugby 
India, Rahul Bose explores the role, 
participation and importance of 
women and girls in sports. “A level 
playing field doesn’t just appear, it has 
to be built,” he writes. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
 The reviewer is a New Delhi-based  
freelance writer
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Attitude and behavior are woven into the fabric of daily
life. Research has shown that individuals register an
immediate and automatic reaction of good or bad
towards everything they encounter in less than a second,
even before they are aware of having formed an atti-
tude. Most of the people hold complex relationships
between attitudes and behavior that are further com-
plicated by the social factors influencing both. This
explains why two people placed in the same situation
often respond very differently. The present state of the
world, in which we live, is what it is because of certain
systems viz. social, political, economic, religious and
others , all these woven together into a complex struc-
ture, called society.  These systems, in turn, are built on
certain attitudes and values which various nations, com-

munities or groups of people have come to acquire over
a period of time. When these attitudes remain unques-
tioned for long, they slowly turn into rigid beliefs. These
attitudes, in their turn, are based on the ideas, ideolo-
gies or beliefs which people have acquired, over a period
of time, from others or have learnt by first-hand expe-
rience. 

Many of these beliefs were relevant in a different era,
but in a rapidly changing world, they now need re-exam-
ination. So, if we want to build a better world order, there
is no way to it except through attitudinal change or the
shift in values and that change or shift, as has been
pointed out earlier, cannot take place unless certain age-
old beliefs are changed. Let us, therefore, not forget that
the improvement in the self, betterment of our relation-
ships and the spirit of service of others would not be pos-
sible without Attitudinal Change, and in order to bring

about the attitudinal change, we have to give to the
society a new, convincing and inspiring ideal and also
the ideology necessary to achieve that ideal.

Most of our attitudes are built up in our family and
hence the deterioration first starts in the family and then
it penetrates into the society. So, in order to bring about
a better world, we must inspire people to make a better
family. Today, the family is disintegrating and so we find
that there is a tendency of separatism and fragmenta-
tion all over the world, as a result of which a country like
India that is known for its rich cultural heritage and family
values is now witnessing more and more nuclear fam-
ilies as compared to joint families which acted as a strong
support system for every member.

The criteria of every relationship today is “Give & Take”.
And when relationships become transactions, trust slowly
erodes.  

We must remember a fact that a man who is dissat-
isfied at home, would spread dissatisfaction and tension
outside as well. So, before this erosion of values devas-
tates us, we should seriously think about changing our
attitudes and start building better families, for, better
families would make a better world. So, don’t wait too
long, adjust your attitude right now. You’d be surprised
how much you really can change the world just by chang-
ing your attitude.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

clusters, over 1.24 lakh improved looms, skill
upgradation for nearly 97,000 artisans, and ini-
tiatives such as Producer Companies, GI tagged
products, the Handloom Mark, India Handmade
certification, Urban Haats and Design Resource
Centres. Today, 29 Weavers’ Service Centres
provide end to end support through training,
upskilling, design development, raw material
assistance and market linkages, while the 11
Indian Institutes of Handloom Technology are
being strengthened to expand advanced
training and develop niche, high value hand-
loom products. These initiatives mark a shift
from supporting handloom as a welfare activ-
ity to building it as a globally competitive cre-
ative industry. The forthcoming National
Handloom and Handicraft Programme will
strengthen 1,800 clusters across 500 districts,
benefit 65 lakh weavers and artisans, and
establish Handmade in India as a globally
recognised brand.  The forthcoming National
Handloom and Handicraft Programme will
accelerate this transformation by strengthen-
ing 1,800 clusters across more than 500 dis-
tricts, benefiting 65 lakh weavers and artisans
and establishing Handmade in India as a glob-
ally recognised brand.

Innovation has always been part of India’s
handloom journey. Mahatma Gandhi’s Ambar
Charkha made spinning easier, faster and
more efficient, advancing the vision of self-
reliance. More recently, Assam’s Maina Loom
and the Chitranjan Handloom developed in
Sivasagar have shown how better loom
design can make weaving easier and more
productive. Building on this legacy, the
Centre of Excellence for Handloom
Technology, established with the Indian
Institutes of Technology, is developing lighter,
stronger and easier to use looms that reduce
physical effort and improve productivity,
including for persons with disabilities. Under

the Centre, the Handloom 4.0 initiative uses
digital tools and Artificial Intelligence to
monitor productivity, quality and mainte-
nance, and is being piloted on 100 looms
before expanding across the States.

Technology should empower the artisan,
not replace the artisan. Platforms such as
VisioNXT can help forecast demand, identi-
fy design trends, authenticate genuine hand-
loom products and connect weavers direct-
ly with global markets. At the same time,
product diversification into premium silk,
natural fibres, sustainable fibres and innov-
ative blends can create high value products
and unlock new markets. Combined with
better branding, value addition and direct
market access, these innovations can signif-
icantly enhance weavers’ incomes. Our vision
is to enable every weaver to earn a dignified
and aspirational income, with the ambition
of `50,000 per month in the years ahead. 

The future of handloom depends as much
on mindset as on markets. Our weavers are
not merely a workforce. They are entrepre-
neurs, innovators and creators of value. By
enabling them to build brands, move up the
value chain and reach global markets, we can
transform handloom into one of India’s
most dynamic creative industries. This is also
a call to India’s youth to bring together her-
itage and technology, creativity and enter-
prise, to shape the next chapter of handloom.

On this National Handloom Day, let us cel-
ebrate our weavers not only as custodians of
our heritage, but as architects of India’s
progress. And let us make handloom a part
of our everyday lives. Every handloom product
we buy and wear strengthens a weaver’s liveli-
hood, preserves a timeless tradition and
carries India’s story to the world. By choosing
handloom, we do not just wear our heritage
— we help weave the future of Viksit Bharat.

Editor’s

Six more deaths on Wednesday pushed this monsoon’s toll in
Assam to 95, with over 1.6 lakh people affected across 563
villages in fourteen districts now on high alert. Embankments
have breached in seven places. Nearly 17,000 hectares of
cropland lie submerged. Relief camps have opened and the
Centre has released emergency funds. All of it is necessary.
None of it is new. That is the real story of Assam’s floods: not
that they happen, but that they happen on schedule. Last year
the toll stood at 26 dead and 6.3 lakh affected. In 2022, the
Brahmaputra submerged 32 of the state’s 35 districts and
displaced three million people. Each time, the same script plays
out — rescue, relief, condolence, forgetting — until the next
monsoon revives it.Some of this is geography. The Brahmaputra
carries one of the heaviest silt loads of any river on Earth,
steadily raising its own bed and narrowing its capacity to hold
water. Assam’s fifty-odd tributaries, fed by intense upstream rain
in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, can turn flash floods into
disasters within hours, as Upper Assam districts unused to
flooding at this scale discovered this year.But much of it is
policy. Assam’s chief flood defence remains nearly 4,800 km of
embankments, of which the state’s own water resources
minister admits over 60 percent need repair.

Roughly `30,000 crore has been spent on this approach
over six decades, and by the water resources department’s own
admission, no long-term flood or erosion mitigation measures
have ever been implemented — only short-term patchwork,
rebuilt and re-breached every year. Wetlands that once
absorbed excess water have been encroached upon for
construction, including in Guwahati, where poor drainage now
produces urban flooding on top of riverine flooding. And India
still manages its most consequential upstream relationship,
with China, through ad hoc hydrological data-sharing
arrangements rather than a binding treaty, leaving early-
warning systems partly blind upstream. There are signs of a
better direction. Delhi approved `692 crore last October to
restore two dozen wetlands across nine districts, explicitly
framed as a shift from embankments toward natural flood
buffers. Multilateral lenders have committed several hundred
million dollars more toward a genuinely integrated, basin-wide
approach. These are the right instincts. But they remain add-
ons to a system still built around embankment contracts and
annual relief cycles, not replacements for it. A real water policy
for Assam would make basin-wide planning — flood control,
irrigation, wetland restoration, urban drainage — the
responsibility of one empowered authority, not scattered
departments. It would zone floodplains against construction,
fund flood mitigation as permanent infrastructure rather than
emergency spending, and give riverine and char-dwelling
communities, who have read these rivers for generations, a
real seat in planning them. Assam does not lack rainfall
warnings or relief funds. It lacks the political will to treat
flooding as a governance failure as much as a natural one.
Ninety-five deaths later, that is the reform actually due.

Floods play havoc in Assam every year, but the
scale of this year’s devastation calls for a robust

and effective flood management strategy

Assam floods: A
national calamity

Media ownership is a matter of record
The controversy arising out of K Kavitha’s reported
statement regarding the ownership of The Pioneer
highlights the need for responsibility in political com-
munications. The statement that the newspaper has
been purchased for `188 crore has been categorical-
ly denied by the publisher.

The ownership and shareholding of a company are
matters capable of verification through official
records. Instead of allowing speculation to spread
through social media, the parties concerned should
place authentic documents before the public.
Unsupported claims can undermine the credibility of
both political leaders and media organisations.

Freedom of expression is essential but it must be
accompanied by accountability, particularly when the
statement has the potential to affect the reputation,
editorial independence and commercial

interests of a newspaper. Also, to raise questions
about bias in a media organisation is a serious
concern and must be corraborated by facts as it threat-
ens freedom of Press. The TRS leader must come clean
in her allegations, or else the reputation of over an
150-year-old publication is bound to be tarnished in
a game of political one-upmanship.

VIPUL SINGHAL | NEW DELHI

Politcal debate must not damage institutions
As a vivid The Pioneer reader for generations, the state-
ment of K Kavitha that the newspaper was taken over
by KT Rama Rao or BRS  came as a shock recently.
Having being based out of Allahabad, Lucknow and
New Delhi, the acquisition claims were absorbed with
a pinch of salt. 

However, the newspaper’s prompt rejection of the
claim came as a pleasant surprise.

Political leaders make statements to settle politi-
cal scores. But Kavitha’s statement raising doubts over
the credibility of a brand which has lasted over 165
years is a matter of serious concern.

By simply alleging that a change of ownership
would undermine freedom of press is a serious charge.
The Telengana leader must provide evidence substan-
tiating  her sale remarks against the newspaper or
retract her statement with an apology. Such unfound-
ed statements on the social media impacts the busi-
ness entity severely, affecting its financies and cred-
ibility both. 

Leaders must refrain from dragging business enti-
ties into their political maneouvres without any evi-
dence and stoip using social media to further their
intentional bias.

ASHOK KUMAR | LUCKNOW

TAKE

EVERY HANDLOOM
PRODUCT WE BUY

AND WEAR
STRENGTHENS A

WEAVER’S
LIVELIHOOD,
PRESERVES A

TIMELESS
TRADITION AND
CARRIES INDIA’S
STORY TO THE

WORLD. BY
CHOOSING

HANDLOOM, WE
DO NOT JUST

WEAR OUR
HERITAGE — WE

HELP WEAVE THE
FUTURE OF VIKSIT

BHARAT

A peacock perches on a wall near Varun Sagar Lake in Ajmer district, Rajasthan.
PHOTO: PTI

PIC TALK

An out-of-control rocket stage

from Elon Musk’s SpaceX has

crashed into the lunar surface at

a speed of nearly 8,960 km/h.

According to NASA, the impact

poses no threat to Earth. 

The object was the upper

stage of a SpaceX Falcon 9

rocket launched from Florida in

January 2025 to carry three

lunar landers from Japan and

the United States into space.

After completing its mission, the

rocket stage remained in orbit,

gradually drifting under the

gravitational influence of the

Earth, the Moon and the Sun

before eventually colliding with

the lunar surface.

While the incident may

appear alarming, it presents a

unique scientific opportunity.

Unlike natural meteorites,

whose size, speed and

composition are usually

unknown before impact,

scientists already possess

detailed information about this

rocket stage, including its

weight, dimensions and velocity.

This makes the event especially

valuable for research.

By studying the newly 

formed crater and the dust

ejected by the impact,

researchers can gain deeper

insights into the Moon’s surface,

impact processes and the

geological evolution of celestial

bodies. Such observations may

also improve our understanding

of how the Moon and the wider

Solar System formed billions of

years ago.

The incident highlights how

even an unintended space event

can contribute significantly to

scientific knowledge and future

lunar exploration.

YASHASWI BAIRAGI | UJJAIN

SPACEX MOON CRASH OFFERS VALUABLE
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY
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Handloom weaving the future
of Viksit Bharat
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Public statements must be backed by
evidence
Apropos the recent statement by K Kavitha, the
founder of Telangana Rakshana Sena, alleging that
The Pioneer newspaper has been acquired for
approximately `188 crore by KT Rama Rao or persons
connected with the BRS, without being supported
by verifiable evidence, has come as a surprise.

On the contrary, the publisher of the newspaper
has outrightly rejected the allegations and said that
no such transaction has taken place. 

Political leaders have every right to raise questions,
but statements regarding the ownership and inde-
pendence of a longstanding media institution can
impact the employees, readers, advertisers and busi-
ness associates of the entity. 

Public discourse must, therefore, remain factual
and responsible. Either credible evidence must be
placed in the public domain or the statement
should be formally clarified. 

Unverified allegations when repeatedly circulat-
ed through digital platforms can cause lasting rep-
utational  and commercial  damage moreso 
when such statements are made to settle political
scores.

SANJAY MISHRA | NEW DELHI
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The making of a developed nation is not
defined by technology alone. It is shaped by the
ability to transform enduring strengths into
engines of future growth. As India advances
towards Viksit Bharat 2047, we are investing in
frontier technologies, strengthening manufac-
turing and building globally competitive indus-
tries. Yet one of our greatest strengths has been
with us all along — our handloom tradition. On
August 7, as India marks the 12th National
Handloom Day, it is time to view handloom as
a strategic sector for a world that values sustain-
ability, authenticity and resilient supply chains.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047 is built on prosperity, self-
reliance, inclusivity and cultural confidence.
Handloom embodies this vision by bringing
together heritage and innovation, while driving
women-led development, rural entrepreneur-
ship, livelihoods and global competitiveness.

In the Vijay Rath discourse, Lord Rama
teaches that lasting victory is built not on power,
but on values. Those very values have sustained
India’s handloom tradition for centuries. Every
handwoven fabric reflects the courage to pre-
serve tradition, the patience to perfect every
thread, the integrity of honest craftsmanship
and the wisdom passed down through gener-
ations. That is why handloom is not merely a
craft, but one of India’s greatest civilisational
strengths. From the Indus Valley Civilisation,
where cotton was first cultivated and woven,
to the eighteenth century when Indian textiles
dominated global trade, India set global bench-
marks in textile excellence. Bengal’s legendary
muslin, so fine that a 25 metre length could pass
through a ring, along with Banarasi silk,
Kanchipuram weaves, Pochampally Ikat and
countless regional traditions, earned India
worldwide admiration. Today, as the world
turns towards authentic, sustainable and hand-
crafted products, we have a historic opportu-
nity to reclaim that leadership. Our next hand-
loom revolution must export not just textiles,
but craftsmanship, heritage, innovation and
trust, making every handwoven product an
ambassador of Brand India. 

Handloom is India’s largest cottage industry,
supporting the livelihoods of more than 35 lakh
weavers and allied workers, nearly 72 per cent
of whom are women. Over the past decade, the
Government has strengthened the sector through
the Raw Material Supply Scheme, 797 handloom

The attitude that shapes society

GIRIRAJ
SINGH

As India marks the 12th National Handloom Day, it is time to view handloom as a strategic sector 
that values sustainability, authenticity and resilient supply chains



When the first
monsoon clouds
gather over the
Himalayas and
the fragrance of
rain rises from
the earth, some-
thing stirs deep
within India’s col-
lective memory.
Sawan does not
merely announce
the arrival of a
new season; it
awakens an

ancient relationship between faith and nature.
Rivers begin to swell, forests regain their
emerald hues, and the land breathes again after
months of scorching heat. It is no coincidence
that this sacred month is dedicated to Lord Shiva,
who bears the Ganga in His matted locks,
dwells amidst the Himalayas, and embodies the
eternal harmony between humanity and the
natural world. To worship Lord Shiva has always
been to honour the rivers, mountains, forests,
and every form of life that surrounds Him.
Perhaps that is Sawan’s deepest message-that
devotion reaches its highest expression when it
inspires responsibility towards the very creation
Lord Shiva represents.

This spirit comes alive in the Kanwar Yatra.
Millions of devotees undertake the pilgrimage
carrying the sacred Ganga Jal, transforming indi-
vidual faith into a remarkable expression of dis-

cipline, equality, and collective
service. Along the route, citi-
zens, voluntary organisations,
and temples establish bhan-
daras, medical camps, and
resting facilities, while local
administrations ensure sanita-
tion, healthcare, traffic man-
agement, and public safety.
Together, they create one of
the world’s largest examples of
community participation
inspired by faith. The Bhagavad
Gita captures the essence of
this spirit  through Lord
Krishna’s timeless teaching-
Karmanye vadhikaraste ma
phaleshu kadachana-that duty
performed without expecta-
tion of reward is itself an act of
worship. Offering water to a
weary pilgrim, keeping the pilgrimage route
clean, protecting a river, or planting a tree are
not separate from devotion; they are devotion
in action.

India’s environmental consciousness is deeply
rooted in its civilisational heritage. The Vedas
revere rivers as mothers and forests as sacred
spaces of learning.

The concept of the Panchamahabhuta-earth,
water, fire, air, and space-reflects an ancient
understanding that humanity and nature are
inseparable. The Ramayana portrays forests as
landscapes of wisdom and coexistence, while the

Mahabharata reminds us that dharma sustains
the balance of the world. Long before sustain-
ability entered global discourse, Indian thought
had already recognised that human well-being
depends upon ecological harmony.

Today, this timeless wisdom finds contempo-
rary expression in Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment), which encourages environmental-
ly conscious choices through everyday behaviour.

Sawan offers an ideal opportunity to translate
that philosophy into practice. An inspiring
example already exists in Lucknow’s Green
Bada Mangal initiative, which has shown how a

deeply rooted religious tradi-
tion can embrace eco-friendly
practices by reducing single-
use plastics,  promoting
biodegradable alternatives,
ensuring effective waste man-
agement, and encouraging
community participation.

The Kanwar Yatra has the
scale to take this spirit even
further. Refill water stations
instead of disposable plastic
bottles, reusable steel utensils
in bhandaras wherever feasi-
ble, biodegradable alterna-
tives where necessary, and
responsible waste segregation
can together make the pil-
grimage an inspiring model of
sustainable public participa-
tion. These practices do not

change tradition; they strengthen it by reflect-
ing the timeless Indian ethos of living in
harmony with nature, and they complement
other national initiatives such as the Swachh
Bharat Mission and Namami Gange, which have
reinforced cleanliness, responsible waste man-
agement, and river conservation through active
public participation. Their lasting success lies in
the partnership between government, commu-
nities, and citizens, demonstrating that sustain-
ability becomes truly transformative when it
evolves into a people’s movement.

One of Sawan’s greatest strengths is its scale.

A reusable bottle instead of a disposable one, a
cloth bag replacing plastic, a sapling planted
along a pilgrimage route, or a wrapper picked
up instead of ignored may appear small. Yet, mul-
tiplied by millions of devotees, these simple acts
reduce waste, protect biodiversity, and preserve
the sanctity of pilgrimage routes. Environmental
conservation succeeds best when it becomes
part of culture rather than compulsion, and
Sawan provides precisely that opportunity.

As another Sawan unfolds, it offers an oppor-
tunity to every stakeholder-devotees,
Kanwariyas, temple committees, volunteers,
community organisations, local administra-
tions, and governments-to make one of the
world’s largest annual pilgrimages one of its most
sustainable as well. Cleaner pilgrimage routes,
environmentally responsible bhandaras, plastic-
free public spaces, and active citizen participa-
tion are not departures from tradition; they are
a reaffirmation of the values that have always
defined it. This Sawan, let every prayer be
accompanied by a conscious act of conservation,
every bhandara become an example of sustain-
able seva, and every Kanwariya an ambas-
sador for nature. Among the finest offerings we
can make to Lord Shiva is the resolve to leave
behind cleaner rivers, healthier forests, and a
greener India for generations to come. In
serving nature, we honour Lord Shiva-not only
in faith, but in action.

India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission (NGHM) aims
to catalyse more than `8 lakh crore (over US$100
billion) of investment while developing an annual pro-
duction capacity of 5 million metric tonnes of green hydro-
gen by 2030. The ambition is not merely to decarbonise
hard-to-abate sectors but to position India as a global
hub for green hydrogen manufacturing and exports.

Yet mobilising capital at this scale will require more
than generous incentives or larger climate funds. It will
require a financial system capable of financing technolo-
gies that are commercially promising but have yet to
evolve into mature infrastructure assets. As the Reserve

Bank of India advances its climate risk framework and financial institutions increasing-
ly integrate climate considerations into lending decisions, the focus must now shift from
managing climate-related financial risks to building the institutional architecture that
enables climate investments themselves.

This explains an important paradox in India’s energy transition. Commercial banks
readily finance utility-scale renewable energy (RE) projects, yet green hydrogen, battery
energy storage and industrial decarbonisation projects continue to struggle to achieve
financial closure. The conventional explanation is that banks remain overly risk-averse.
That diagnosis, however, mistakes the symptom for the problem.

Banks are not unwilling to finance climate technologies; they are unwilling to finance
risks they cannot adequately assess or price. A 500 MW solar park today can comfort-
ably secure long-tenor debt, whereas an equally ambitious green hydrogen project often
struggles to attract financing. The difference lies less in the technology than in the pre-
dictability of future cash flows. Competitive auctions, standardised power purchase agree-
ments, payment security mechanisms, declining technology costs and experienced devel-
opers created stable revenue streams that lenders could underwrite with confidence.

Green hydrogen presents a fundamentally different proposition.
Despite the NGHM and significant public support, lenders continue to confront four

unanswered questions: Who will purchase green hydrogen? At what price? Under what
contractual arrangements? And for how long?

Similar uncertainties confront battery energy
storage, where revenues depend on evolving
ancillary service markets and capacity pay-
ments, and industrial decarbonisation projects,
where returns often arise from avoided costs
rather than dedicated revenue streams. These
sectors are commercially promising, but they
have not yet developed the predictable revenue
models that conventional project finance
requires. These are not merely financing con-
straints. They are bankability constraints.

TThis distinction fundamentally changes the policy response. If capital scarcity were
the principal challenge, mobilising larger climate funds or attracting additional inter-
national finance would be sufficient. But where projects lack revenue certainty, investable
risk profiles and mature market structures, additional liquidity alone is unlikely to unlock
commercial investment. International experience points in a different direction. Germany’s
Carbon Contracts for Difference (CfDs) and H2Global programme reduce market risk
by providing long-term revenue certainty for green hydrogen and industrial decarbon-
isation. The UK’s Green Investment Bank demonstrated how specialised public institu-
tions can crowd in private capital into commercially nascent sectors. The common thread
across these models is institutions designed to convert uncertainty into investable oppor-
tunities. India’s next challenge is building the institutional architecture that makes emerg-
ing climate technologies bankable. Recent research by the Chintan Research Foundation
proposes a Climate Finance Architecture Framework in which emerging sectors become
investment-grade only when risks are systematically reduced as projects mature.

The first stage is pipeline creation. Institutions such as MNRE, SECI and state govern-
ments should move beyond production incentives towards project preparation facili-
ties, standardised long-term hydrogen purchase agreements, industrial demand aggre-
gation and common infrastructure within hydrogen hubs to create a pipeline of invest-
ment-ready projects with predictable contractual arrangements. 

The second stage is early-stage risk absorption. Institutions such as the National
Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), sovereign-backed climate funds and multi-
lateral development banks should establish platform-level investment vehicles capable
of absorbing technology, construction and market risks across diversified portfolios rather
than financing individual projects. Such platforms can anchor private investment by
improving risk allocation. 

The third stage is commercial debt mobilisation. Once project risks begin to decline,
specialised lenders such as IREDA and REC, together with commercial banks, should
provide long-tenor debt supported by blended finance structures, partial credit guar-
antees and risk-sharing facilities. Public finance should complement, and not replace,
commercial capital by addressing risks that private lenders cannot efficiently bear.

The fourth stage is financial intermediation. India requires specialised intermediaries
capable of aggregating projects, warehousing assets, standardising documentation and
refinancing operational portfolios. Individual green hydrogen projects may remain too
small or risky for institutional investors, but diversified portfolios can evolve into invest-
ment-grade assets capable of attracting pension funds, insurance companies and global
climate investors.

The final stage is capital recycling. Regulators, capital markets and institutional investors
must facilitate green bonds, securitisation, InvITs and other market-based instruments
that enable mature assets to be transferred from bank balance sheets to long-term
investors. Recycling capital is essential if commercial banks are to finance successive
waves of climate investments without stretching their balance sheets.

India’s renewable energy sector offers an important lesson. Solar parks did not become
bankable because banks suddenly became more willing to lend. They became bank-
able because institutions progressively allocated risks, standardised market practices
and created financing mechanisms aligned with lenders’ risk appetite.

Green hydrogen now demands the same institutional evolution. India’s leadership
in the next generation of clean technologies will ultimately depend
not only on technological innovation or larger financial commit-
ments, but on whether its financial institutions evolve as rapidly
as its energy ambitions. The next chapter of India’s energy tran-
sition will therefore be written not by capital alone, but by a Climate
Finance Architecture Framework capable of systematically convert-
ing technological promise into investable infrastructure.
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words, the water received in the basin should be shared pro-
portionately among all stakeholders. The principle is accept-
ed by all, but the difficulty arises when stakeholders ques-
tion the quantity of the rainfall deficit, reservoir storage,
inflows, drinking water requirements, or any other data pre-
sented by the other side. A third-party assessment of the data
may be acceptable to both sides.

Experts have flagged genuine issues and have called for
updated studies on siltation in major reservoirs, accurate live
storage of water, rainfall, and transparent real-time hydro-
logical data. Any formula worked out on the basis of these
data will inspire greater confidence among stakeholders and
would be more acceptable. They also add that climate vari-
ability has made droughts more frequent. The allocations
designed on a monthly schedule and based on a normal
monsoon do not work in distress situations. The allocations
must be made dynamic and should depend on science-based
temporal and spatial data, certified by a third party.

Among the several reservoirs in the Cauvery basin, Krishna
Raj Sagar, Harangi, Hemavati and Kabini are the main ones,
where gates are opened to release water to Tamil Nadu. The
catchments of these reservoirs were heavily forested, but,
with the passage of time, anthropogenic pressures led to the
degradation of forests in the catchments. As a result, large
quantities of silt come down through streams and tributaries
and get deposited in the reservoirs. The rate of siltation is
directly proportional to the loss of tree cover in the catch-
ments. Frequent desiltation of the reservoirs is not practical,
as dewatering of reservoirs during the summer season is often
avoided to save summer crops. A high proportion of the dead
storage in the reservoirs contains silt. Continuous deforesta-
tion in the catchments will have to be prevented so that their
water-holding capacity is not compromised.

The current tension between the two states can be resolved
by exchanging authentic data, but the long-term solution can
come only by preserving the landscape and avoiding changes
in the land-use pattern of the catchments. The Cauvery catch-
ments in Karnataka comprise good-quality forests as well as
shola forests interspersed with grasslands. Apart from the legal
and illegal cutting of trees to satisfy different interests, such
as land grabbing and the felling of valuable trees, the grass-
lands are set on fire every year. Although the fire does not enter
the sholas, it scorches all around their periphery. Every year,
the sholas shrink, and so does their capacity to hold water.

The roots of trees in the sholas act like a sponge and store
water during the rainy season. A stream originates from every
patch of shola, carrying water downhill to join larger
streams and tributaries before finally flowing into rivers. It
is these rivers that feed water to the reservoirs. The flow of
water in streams originating from the sholas continues even
after the end of the rainy season, confirming that the water
remains stored in the roots of the trees. As the sholas shrink,
the summer flow in the streams depletes. A special drive must
be undertaken to prevent fires and conserve the sholas, as
well as all other forests in the river catchments.

This year’s drought has also triggered a war of words
between the political parties of the two states. The Karnataka
Government is set to revive its Mekedatu Project on the River
Cauvery, planned to solve the drinking water problem of
Bengaluru city. Tamil Nadu opposes the project, fearing that
its share of Cauvery water would decline in future distress
years. In my opinion, this project would be an environmen-
tal disaster, as 5,000 hectares of dry deciduous forests would
have to be sacrificed. The loss of forests would make
wildlife homeless and increase human-wildlife conflict.
The population density of elephants in the area is quite high;
elephants straying into villages would trample people and
damage crops, creating an irreversible situation.

Why the Cauvery dispute needs
science, trust and ecological renewal

The writer is the retired Head of the
Forest Force, Karnataka
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‘The dispute between
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu over the sharing of
Cauvery water is a
hundred years old. The
Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA) ordered
Karnataka on 28 July to
release 3,500 cusecs of
water every day for
fifteen days. Biligundlu,
a water-measuring

station in Tamil Nadu, records the outflow from
Karnataka. The CWMA was constituted by the Supreme
Court in 2018 to oversee the implementation of the
Cauvery Tribunal Award. The long-pending dispute was
resolved by the Supreme Court in 2018, allocating 404.25
TMC to Tamil Nadu, 284.75 TMC to Karnataka, 30 TMC
to Kerala and 7 TMC to Puducherry. In the same order,
the Supreme Court also recognised 740 TMC per year
as the drinking water requirement for Bengaluru.

Due to deficient rainfall during June and July this year,
Karnataka’s reservoirs were 65.6% below the 30-year
average level by the end of July. Karnataka moved the
CWMA again, arguing that releasing water at this stage
would jeopardise the water supply required for drink-
ing purposes up to June 2027. The State argued that Tamil
Nadu had already benefited from the earlier releases of
water and would soon receive the North-East Monsoon.
It further added that maintaining a flow of 3,500
cusecs would require a release of 7,000 cusecs from the
upper reservoirs, considering the dry conditions of the
riverbeds and transmission losses. Tamil Nadu opposed
the move and charged Karnataka with not sharing the
distress-sharing formula. The CWMA rejected Karnataka’s
submission and directed it to continue releasing water
according to the 28 July order. However, due to the
sudden revival of the monsoon in early August, the four
reservoirs, namely Krishna Raj Sagar, Hemavati, Kabini
and Harangi, in the Cauvery basin are receiving an inflow
of 81,000 cusecs of water a day. In view of this, the
Karnataka Government conducted a meeting of repre-
sentatives of all political parties and decided to comply
with the direction of the CWMA. Despite this, Tamil Nadu
is knocking on the doors of the Supreme Court.

The overall drought situation in Karnataka is quite
severe. Mandya farmers are protesting over water for
agricultural crops. Bengaluru is totally dependent on
Cauvery water. Karnataka must present relevant data
on the drought to the Central Government, concerned
ministries and authorities. Furthermore, MPs from
Karnataka should also raise the issue in Parliament. The
Government should aggressively bring the data into the
public domain and use back-channel communication
to explain the prevailing hydrological conditions
within the bureaucracy. A bilateral meeting between
the Chief Ministers of the two states would be a welcome
step, but it has been put off amid escalating tensions
over the Cauvery water-sharing dispute. It is hoped that
it materialises soon.

The crisis in Cauvery water sharing has been caused
by a steep rainfall deficit in the catchment during the
first two months of the south-west monsoon this year.
The IMD and WMO have forecast a Super El Niño, which
may impact the rainfall pattern from August/September
onwards; however, the rainfall deficit during June and
July is attributed to local weather conditions. The IMD’s
forecast covered all regions of the country, but the
Western Ghats region of peninsular India has registered
a greater rainfall deficit compared with other parts of
the country. However, the WMO’s latest update predict-
ed the possibility of a positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD),
which could offset the impact of El Niño.

El Niño is a climatic pattern involving the warming
of surface waters in the central and eastern tropical
Pacific and is linked with a weak monsoon and relative-
ly harsher summers. The IOD is governed by the differ-
ence in sea surface temperature between the western
and eastern tropical Indian Ocean. A positive IOD helps
form stronger monsoon winds and can partly nullify the
influence of El Niño.

The Cauvery water dispute between Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka is a flashpoint in distress years, when reser-
voir levels are low and riverbeds are dry. In this opinion
piece, let me bring out some short-term and some long-
term solutions to deal with the issue.

Hydrologists are of the view that the principle
behind sharing water in distress years is to distribute
the shortfall proportionately between the states. In other
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The immediate crisis may be managed through compliance and dialogue, but lasting peace in the Cauvery basin
will require far more than court orders. It demands transparent, science-based water management, real-time
hydrological data, climate-responsive water allocation mechanisms, and, above all, the restoration of forests
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Economic growth is often judged by headline numbers 
like GDP, stock market indices, investment inflows and 
corporate profits. Yet the true test of any growth model 
lies elsewhere: whether it expands opportunities for 

ordinary citizens. When growth ceases to generate enough 
secure, productive employment, especially for educated young 
people, the political consequences can be profound. 

 India has experienced this paradox for years. Liberalisation 
and market reforms transformed the economy, lifted millions out 
of poverty and created globally competitive industries. They also 
produced a thriving entrepreneurial class and expanded the 
country's economic footprint. But the pace of quality job creation 
has not kept up with the aspirations unleashed by that very 
success. This mismatch is no longer confined to rural India or the 
informal workforce. It is increasingly visible among graduates 
who invested years in higher education believing it would 
guarantee upward mobility.  

 Rising educational attainment has not been matched by a 
comparable expansion in formal employment. As a result, many 
young Indians now face a labour market characterised by 
temporary work, underemployment or prolonged job searches 
despite possessing professional qualifications. That reality helps 
explain why recent youth-led protests have resonated beyond 
traditional centres of economic discontent. Farmers protesting 
agricultural reforms, industrial workers demanding better wages 
and educated graduates seeking employment may appear to 
represent different constituencies. 

  In fact, they are responding to the same underlying anxiety: 
the fear that economic growth is no longer translating into secure 
livelihoods. Governments naturally respond to immediate 
political pressures. Ministers may be replaced, recruitment 
processes expedited or examinations rescheduled. Such 
measures can ease public anger but do little to address the 
structural challenge. India’s demographic advantage will remain 
an advantage only if the economy consistently generates 
productive employment at a scale matching the number of young 
people entering the workforce every year. 

This is not an argument against economic reform or private 
enterprise. On the contrary, sustained investment and business 
expansion remain essential to long-term prosperity. But growth 
cannot be assessed solely through capital formation or corporate 
performance. It must also be evaluated by the quality, stability 
and accessibility of employment it creates.  

A country aspiring to become a developed economy cannot 
indefinitely rely on informal work, precarious contracts and the 
hope that market forces alone will absorb an increasingly 
educated labour force. The debate, therefore, should move 
beyond whether India is growing to whether it is growing in a 
way that broadens opportunity. Economic policy must place 
employment alongside productivity, investment and fiscal 
discipline as a central objective rather than a hoped-for 
by-product. India’s growth story has been remarkable by many 
measures. Its next chapter will be judged less by the size of the 
economy than by whether young Indians once again believe that 
education, enterprise and hard work are rewarded with 
meaningful opportunities. That is the confidence policymakers 
must now restore. 

India’s linguistic richness reflects our 
civilizational experience, constitutional 
design and democratic character. Together, 
these civilizational, constitutional and 

democratic foundations support a layered 
multilingual framework in which Indian 
languages acquire wider public and academic 
roles and English remains available for 
international and specialised purposes. Such 
a system must improve citizens’ access to 
public services, make institutional 
communication more inclusive and allow 
knowledge to spread across languages. 

This multilingual framework is grounded 
in the Constitution. For example, Article 
343 establishes Hindi in the Devanagari 
script as the Union’s official language. Article 
343(3) and the Official Languages Act permit 
English to continue in addition to Hindi for 
specified Union and parliamentary purposes. 
Subject to Articles 346 and 347, Article 345 
allows State Legislatures to adopt one or 
more languages in use in the State, or Hindi, 
for official purposes. 

Alongside this flexibility for States, Article 
344 requires due regard to the interests of 
people from non-Hindi-speaking areas in 
public services. Articles 350 and 350A 
address grievance representations and 
mother-tongue instruction for children from 
linguistic minorities. Further, Article 351 
directs the Union to promote and develop 
Hindi. This constitutional balance also 
reflects India’s longer history of multilingual 
interaction. 

Functional multilingualism is not new to 
India. Across different periods, Indians used 
several languages for administration, trade, 
pilgrimage, literature, scholarship and 
everyday communication. 

It was during colonial rule that English 
became established in administration and 
education. It continues to perform functions 
assigned by the Constitution and law. It is 
also used in higher education, research and 
administration.  

Hindi and the official languages of the 
States perform extensive official, educational 
and public functions. India’s literary and 

intellectual traditions provide a strong  
basis for expanding knowledge creation in 
Indian languages.  

These languages can therefore assume 
an increasingly prominent role in academic 
work and public life expanding the role of 
Indian languages while maintaining access 
to globally used languages. 

The principal challenge is not the 
intellectual capacity of Indian languages. 
Continued investment in institutional 
resources and opportunities for  
sustained use will enable these languages 
to realise their full intellectual and 
professional potential. 

With such sustained investment, India 
can further develop a multilingual 
knowledge society in which advanced 
subjects are taught in the languages of 
the Eighth Schedule and other Indian 
languages. Modern knowledge becomes 
more inclusive when learners can study 
it in several languages. 

Indian languages possess the capacity 
to express complex and specialised 
knowledge. Their technical vocabulary 
and professional use grow when institutions 
invest in textbooks, translation, teaching, 
publication and regular use. Their public 
standing, therefore, depends largely on 
opportunities for use in education and 
public institutions. 

NEP 2020 provides an important policy 
foundation for this development by 
encouraging multilingualism and the 
development of stronger learning materials 
in Indian languages.  

Wherever possible, it also encourages 
greater use of the mother tongue, local 
language or state language as a medium of 
instruction. Universities can build on current 
multilingual initiatives.  

They can develop bilingual teaching 
resources, laboratory manuals, peer-reviewed 
publications and incentives for original work 

in Indian languages. 
Education and knowledge creation, however, 

form one part of a wider multilingual 
framework. This framework can be organised 
through three connected layers. The first is 
citizen access. Public services and digital 
interfaces can gradually be made available 

in languages that their users 
understand. The same applies 
to welfare information, 
emergency communication 
and examinations.  

Citizen access can be 
widened further through 
authorised translations and 
summaries of laws and judicial 
decisions. Their legal status 
should be clearly identified, 
and the rules governing 
authoritative texts should 
be fully preserved. 

The second is institutional 
communication. Formal 
exchanges between the Union 
and the states, and among 
states, must follow Article 
346, the Official Languages 
Act, the applicable rules and 
relevant State laws. Bilingual 
documents and translations 
can make these exchanges 
more accessible. Translations 
into additional Indian languages 
can make the information 

more widely available. 
The third is knowledge exchange. Important 

works of global scholarship should be 
translated into Indian languages to meet 
educational, scientific, and public needs. 
Works produced in these languages should 
also be made available in other Indian 
languages and English.  

Such two-way translation will allow this 
scholarship to contribute to national and 
global understanding. Taken together, these 

three layers can make public institutions 
more accessible, facilitate cooperation among 
States and promote the wider distribution 
of knowledge. Technology can support 
implementation across all three layers. 
Building on current multilingual initiatives, 
translation tools can further reduce the cost 
and time of routine communication.  

Their growing use can be supported by 
appropriate human verification for important 
legal, medical, educational and administrative 
content. Continued collaboration among 
subject experts, language specialists and 
technology developers will further strengthen 
accuracy, equivalence and clarity. 

Public institutions become more accessible 
when there is a strong multilingual framework. 
It can also strengthen cooperation among 
states and wider sharing of knowledge. Our 
aim should be to continue strengthening a 
multilingual framework that connects people 
across multiple languages. It should also 
respect India’s established official-language 
arrangements.  

This expansion should be phased, sustained 
and supported by clear priorities, capacity 
building and regular review. States can 
continue to strengthen the languages used 
within their territories while protecting the 
educational and communicative interests 
of linguistic minorities. Policy support should 
encompass all languages in the Eighth 
Schedule and, as needed and feasible, extend 
to other Indian languages. 

These institutional and technological 
advances can support India’s longer-term 
linguistic vision as India looks ahead to its 
centenary of independence in 2047.  

Achieving this vision will require sustained 
efforts to create high-quality content, scientific 
research and professional education in 
Indian languages. English can continue to 
serve important global and specialised 
purposes, while Indian languages acquire a 
larger role in national life.

South Korea’s government has recently 
raised its economic growth forecast 
for this year sharply to 3 percent 
from 2 percent, citing booming 

semiconductor exports and the effects of 
an earlier supplementary budget.  

If realized, the economy would record 
its strongest annual expansion since the 
post-Covid-19 pandemic rebound in  
2021, when gross domestic product grew 
by 4.7 percent. 

Growth of that magnitude would far 
exceed last year’s 1.1 percent expansion 
and comfortably surpass the five-year 
average of 2.5 percent.  

Under ordinary circumstances, such an 
upward revision from a ministry known 
for conservative forecasting would be 
expected to strengthen market confidence 
and reinforce expectations that the economy 
is regaining momentum. 

Instead, the response was notably 

restrained. The benchmark Kospi rose for 
two consecutive sessions, but those gains 
were largely discounted because they 
came after several days of sharp declines.  

The won also showed little meaningful 
appreciation against the dollar. That 
lukewarm reaction suggested 
that the revised forecast was 
not persuasive enough to alter 
broader concerns about the 
underlying direction of the 
South Korean economy. The 
most striking element of the 
government’s announcement 
was the weaker outlook for employment.  

The government projected the creation 
of around 150,000 jobs this year, downgraded 
from its previous estimate of 160,000. 
That would mark the smallest annual 
increase since the pandemic-driven 
employment contraction in 2020 and fall 
well short of last year’s gain of 190,000 

jobs. More troubling is that the weakness 
is increasingly concentrated among  
younger workers.  

While the benefits of growth have flowed 
largely to a handful of manufacturing 
sectors, older workers and selected service 

industries, employment conditions 
for young people have continued to 
deteriorate. 

According to data released in late 
July, total employment rose by 63,000 
in June from a year earlier, and the 
overall unemployment rate remained 
stable at 2.8 percent. But the employment 

rate for those aged 15 to 29 fell by 1.7 
percentage points to 43.9 percent, while 
the youth unemployment rate climbed 
by 0.9 percentage point to 7.0 percent. 

The divergence has become even clearer 
in other administrative data. Employment 
insurance enrollment among workers 
under 30 has continued to decline in 

recent years, while several studies suggest 
that large corporations have reduced new 
graduate hiring by between 30 percent 
and 40 percent from a year earlier. 

The government has promised to unveil 
a new youth employment package during 
the third quarter, including expanded 
training programs in advanced  
industries and the creation of more than 
200,000 jobs.  

The proposals, however, mostly appear 
to reflect the perspective of policymakers 
rather than that of young people searching 
for their first stable careers. 

Many graduates argue that regular 
entry-level positions have declined rapidly 
as companies abandon traditional recruitment 
systems in favor of experienced hires and 
more flexible recruitment practices. At 
the same time, internships, temporary 
contracts and dispatched work have 
become increasingly common. 

Europe’s worst wildfire season in decades is more than a 
regional disaster. It is a warning that the age of climate 
extremes has moved beyond scientific projections into 
political reality. The question is no longer whether 

governments accept the science of a warming planet. It is 
whether institutions designed for a more stable climate can cope 
with a future in which extraordinary disasters become 
increasingly commonplace. For years, climate policy has revolved 
around reducing carbon emissions. That remains indispensable, 
but recent events across southern Europe expose the limits of 
treating mitigation as the entire answer. Even the most ambitious 
emissions cuts cannot reverse decades of accumulated warming 
overnight. Communities must therefore prepare for the climate 
that already exists, not merely the one they hope to create. 

 This requires a profound shift in public policy. Fire 
management can no longer be viewed as an emergency service 
activated after disaster strikes. It must become a permanent 
element of environmental planning. Forests neglected for years 
accumulate combustible material. Expanding settlements at the 
edge of woodlands create new zones of vulnerability. Ageing 
infrastructure and fragmented land management further 
complicate prevention. Unless governments invest in controlled 
burns, firebreaks, resilient infrastructure and early-warning 
systems, firefighters will increasingly find themselves battling 
blazes that are effectively unstoppable. 

 The implications extend far beyond environmental policy. 
Insurance markets are already reassessing the risks of homes 
and businesses located in fire-prone regions. Tourism- 
dependent economies face growing uncertainty as peak summer 
seasons coincide with extreme heat and evacuation orders. 
Agriculture suffers from repeated droughts and smoke damage. 
Public finances come under pressure as disaster relief and 
reconstruction consume ever-larger portions of national budgets.  

  Climate change is becoming an economic and fiscal challenge 
as much as an ecological one. Europe also illustrates a broader 
geopolitical reality. Climate shocks rarely remain confined within 
national borders. Smoke, disrupted transport networks, damaged 
energy infrastructure and supply-chain interruptions ripple 
across neighbouring countries. The European Union's shared 
firefighting resources and disaster-response mechanisms are 
valuable, but they were designed for occasional crises rather than 
multiple simultaneous emergencies across the continent. The 
frequency and scale of recent fires suggest that existing 
capacities may soon prove inadequate.  

The lesson extends well beyond Europe. Countries as diverse 
as Canada, Australia, the United States and India have all 
experienced increasingly destructive wildfires or prolonged 
heatwaves in recent years. Geography differs, but the underlying 
challenge is shared: governments are entering an era where 
resilience must stand alongside decarbonisation as a central 
objective of climate policy. 

 The greatest mistake would be to treat each catastrophic fire 
season as an isolated anomaly. Extreme weather is not replacing 
normality overnight, but it is steadily redefining the limits of 
what societies must prepare for. Public policy cannot continue to 
be organised around yesterday’s climate. The countries that 
adapt early will reduce future losses. Those that postpone 
difficult decisions may discover that the cost of preparation was 
modest compared with the price of repeated catastrophe.

Jobs  First 

Fire  without  borders

Public institutions become more 
accessible when there is a strong 
multilingual framework. It can 
also strengthen cooperation 
among states and wider sharing 
of knowledge. Our aim should be 
to continue strengthening a 
multilingual framework that 
connects people across multiple 
languages. It should also respect 
India’s established official- 
language  arrangements 
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Public role 
Sir, To think that the culture of corruption 

and extortion that has been politically 
patronised for the last 15 years will  
vanish overnight from society is  unrealistic 
~  “BJP leadership admits extortion persists, 
warns party workers against misusing 
power” (3 August).   

Given the way a corrupt political culture 
has destroyed the entire fabric of our society, 
it is impossible to reform it within a year or 
two. Whatever stringent laws are brought 
to control it, until and unless society’s reform 
is done, some bad effects will always be 
there in our society.   

It is promising that the new BJP government 
is taking strict measures, showing its zero 
tolerance for corruption and extortion. What 
Panchayat Affairs Minister Dilip Ghosh has 
said cannot be ruled out ~ that some leaders 
within the party are becoming attracted to 
the honey of extortion.  

State president Samik Bhattacherjee has 
also cautioned party workers against the 
mistakes of the previous regime. He also 
said that West Bengal needed to free itself 

from excessive political interference in 
public life if it was to achieve meaningful 
governance and economic development. 
All these are positive thoughts, but for 
success, public support is essential.  

Yours, etc., Mihir Kanungo, 
 Kolkata, 3 August. 

 

Security 
Sir, This refers to “Arsenal Gap” (July 

31). Modern conflicts have shown that 
military strength depends not only on 
advanced weapons but also on the ability 
to manufacture and replace them quickly.  

Nations must therefore view industrial 
capacity as an essential part of national 
security. Investment in resilient supply 
chains, domestic production, skilled manpower 
and critical technologies should receive 
sustained policy attention instead of increasing 
only during crises.  

International partnerships may help, but 
excessive dependence on external suppliers 
can create strategic vulnerabilities. Defence 
preparedness should combine technological 
innovation with long-term manufacturing 

capability and efficient logistics. Building 
this foundation requires consistent planning 
over many years. A strong industrial base 
ultimately provides greater security than 
temporary military advantages achieved 
through stockpiled weapons alone. 

Yours, etc., Abbharna Barathi, 
Chennai, 31 July. 

 

Lessons learnt 
Sir, Apropos Harsha Kakar’s article 

“Lessons from Delhi protests” ( August 4), 
I would like to comment that students 
cannot alone be admonished as many of 
the present-day politicians are found using 
abusive language. A plethora of instances 
can be cited to show how the ruling party 
at the Centre showed disrespect to political 
opponents by using abusive language. What 
kind of morality is the youth expected to 
learn from them? The ground reality is that 
very few political leaders command respect 
from the youth. As a result, students suffer 
setbacks and their patience run dry. 

Yours, etc., Arun Gupta, 
Kolkata, 4 August. 

Inspirational 
Sir, The retirement of 

Ajinkya Rahane marks 
the end of an era defined 
by grit, humility, and 
supreme sportsmanship. With over 8,000 
international runs across 85 Tests, 90 ODIs, 
and 20 T20Is, Rahane was a cornerstone of 
Indian cricket, particularly excelling as a 
red-ball stalwart in challenging overseas 
conditions.  

While his 5,077 Test runs and 12 centuries 
cement his technical legacy, his finest hour 
remains the 2020-21 Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy. Stepping in as captain, his calm 
leadership and masterful Melbourne century 
guided an injury-ravaged team to a historic 
2-1 series win in Australia.  

Though his international career concluded 
against the West Indies in 2023, his flawless 
slip catching, dignified conduct, and reassuring 
presence will be deeply missed. He leaves 
behind an inspiring blueprint for future 
generations. 

Yours, etc.,  M Pradyu,  
Kannur, 31 July. 



INDUSTRIAL MISSION 
TO AMERICA 

EMPLOYERS AND 
MEN REPRESENTED 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.) 
RUGBY, AUG.  

IT is understood that the Commission 
which, with the approval of the British 
Government will proceed to the United 
States to enquire into industrial condi¬tions 
there, will consist of five members. Two 
will be representatives of the trade union 
movement, two will represent the employers, 
and the Com¬mission will be headed by 
Sir William Mackenzie, who has served on 
many important industrial enquiries. 

An official of the Ministry of Labour will 
accompany the Commission. 

The newspapers state that the two Trade 
Union representatives will be Mr. Ernest 
Bevin, General Secretary  of the Transport 
Workers’ Federation, and Mr. Kaylor, a 
member of the Executive Council of the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union. 

Mr. Bevin is one of the chief Trade Union 
leaders. His championship of  the dockers 
won him, several years ago, the title of the 
Dockers’ Advocate. Mr. Kaylor was Industrial 
Advisor to several Government committees 
during the war. 

The investigations of the delegation will 
not be confined to the United States, but 
will be extended to include Canada, and 
every important industrial centre in the 
two countries will be visited. 

Ample facilities will be provided, both in 
America and Canada for the work of the 
delegation. 

 
 

BIG NATAL FIRE 

500 ACRES OF 
SUGAR CANE 
DESTROYED 
DURBAN, AUG. 

ONE of the most disastrous sugar cane 
fires in the history of Natal has destroyed 
500 acres of sugarcane along the Illovo 
river. The fire spread for five miles along 
the coast to Durban. It is believed that at 
least twelve natives have been burned to 
death. Three Europeans were trapped in 
the blazing fields, but two escaped miraculously 
by lying down and allowing the flames to 
pass over them. The third was able to get 
out of the path of the fire.—Reuter.

MEHAKK BHARADWAJ 
 

Every few years, India's official 
stat ist ical  machiner y 
undertakes one of the largest 
data collection exercises in 

the world. Surveyors travel across 
the country to record household 
incomes,  employment ,  health 
outcomes, sanitation practices and 
educational attainment. 

These surveys, from the National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS) to the 
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
have long been the backbone of 
evidence-based policymaking. Yet, 
by the time the data are cleaned, 
analysed and published, the country 
they describe has often moved on. 

Today, evidence about India is also 
being generated continuously as a 
by-product of routine digital transactions. 
Every UPI transaction, GST return, 
welfare payment, school enrolment 
and hospital registration leaves behind 
a digital  administrative record. 
Individually, these records exist to 
deliver public services. Collectively, 
they provide governments with a 
continuously updated picture of the 
economy and society. 

This points to an important shift 
within official statistics: the growing 
use of administrative data as a 
complement to surveys and censuses. 
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementat ion has  descr ib e d 
administrative data as data generated 
as a by-product of routine administrative 
processes, offering granular insights 
that help move governments towards 
more continuous and comprehensive 
data systems. Administrative data 
should not replace surveys; it should 
complement them. Surveys remain 
indispensable for measuring outcomes 
that routine government records 
cannot capture such as perceptions, 
aspirations, unpaid work and household 
well-being. Administrative data, 
however, offers something surveys 
often cannot: timeliness, scale and 
operational detail. Used together, they 

can move p ol icymaking from 
retrospective assessment to real-time 
governance. 

Built on the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile 
(JAM) architecture, platforms such 
as the Goods and Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) and the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI) generate high-frequency 
indicators of economic activity. The 
high-frequency indicators tracked by 
the Government include electricity 
consumption, the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP), steel and cement 
production, GST collections, e-way 
bills, PMI manufacturing and services 
indices, railway freight, air passenger 
traffic, bank credit growth, port cargo 
traffic, and merchandise exports and 
imports, among others. 

Rather than waiting months for 
survey estimates,  policymakers 
increasingly rely on administrative 
signals such as GST collections, e-way 
bill generation and digital payments 
to assess consumption trends, monitor 
compliance and refine revenue forecasts. 

The Covid-19 pandemic demonstrated 
why this matters. Lockdowns disrupted 
household surveys precisely when 
governments needed timely evidence. 
Administrative data fills that gap. 
India's CoWIN platform provided 
real-time vaccination dashboards, 
while existing beneficiary databases 
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojana enabled rapid delivery 
of food grains and cash assistance. 

The lesson was clear: resilient 
governance depends not on collecting 
more data during a crisis, but on 
using existing administrative records 
effectively. 

Building an integrated administrative 
data ecosystem is an ongoing effort. 
Education databases rarely connect 
with welfare registries, labour records 
often operate separately from health 
systems, and departments continue 
to collect similar information in 
incompatible formats. 

The Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation (MoSPI) 
has been working actively to address 

these gaps. Initiatives such as the 
National Metadata Structure (NMDS) 
and data governance guidelines are 
important first steps towards common 
standards and greater interoperability, 
but much more remains to be done. 

Fragmentation is not the only 
challenge. Administrative records are 
generated primarily to deliver and 
administer programmes. Their statistical 
value therefore depends on how well 
they are harmonised, validated and 
standardised for measurement, an 
area where classification and metadata 
standards make a significant difference. 
They capture those who interact with 
government systems while often 
overlooking those who remain outside 
them. 

India's large informal workforce, 
for example, leaves only a partial 
administrative footprint. Similarly, 
healthcare databases record those 
who access services, not necessarily 
those who need them. Without careful 
validation, administrative data can 
reinforce existing blind spots rather 
than eliminate them. 

The challenge, therefore, is not 
simply technical but institutional. 
Linking databases across departments 
requires common identifiers, shared 
metadata standards and robust privacy 
safeguards. Equally important is 
public trust. Citizens must be confident 
that information shared for one public 
purpose will not be misused for 
another. In this regard, MoSPI has 
also  given dire ct ions on data 
harmonisation. MoSPI is actively 
handling the institutional gap, such 
as listing unique identifiers, international 
and national classifications/standards 
among other efforts. 

International experience offers 
useful lessons. Estonia's X-Road 
platform demonstrates how government 
agencies can securely exchange 
information while ensuring citizens 
provide the same information only 
once. Rather than replicating this 
model, India should adapt its underlying 
principles to its own federal governance 
structure, building an interoperable, 
privacy-preserving data exchange 
architecture that enables departments 

to work together while maintaining 
clear accountability. The future of 
official statistics is not a choice 
between surveys and administrative 
data. Surveys will continue to provide 
representative estimates and measure 
dimensions that administrative systems 
cannot. The role of surveys, however, 
should increasingly shift towards 
validating administrative records, 
identifying coverage gaps and correcting 
systemic biases rather than repeatedly 
collecting information that governments 
already possess.  

India does not suffer from a shortage 
of data. It suffers from disconnected 
data. The next frontier of evidence-based 
policymaking lies not in collecting 
more information, but in connecting 
the information already available 
through secure, interoperable and 
trusted public sources. That is how 
administrative data can become not 
just a record of governance, but a 
foundation for smarter governance. 

 
The writer is an Embark India Development Fellow 
at the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. The views are personal.

07
New Delhi 

Friday, 07 August 2026

Crossword  |  No. 293544

ACROSS 
 
8    River Test perhaps 

associated with 

certain types of 

plant  

(10) 

9 See 1 Down

10  Where one might go 

to mix and produce 

New Order  

(6) 

11  Effete English rogue 

gripped by 

depression  

(8) 

12  Person who employs 

American head of 

state (4) 

14  Explicit film 

stopping progress 

by one member 

going too far  

(4,3,3) 

16  Where Force acts 

also leads to 

violence and 

vandalism  

(6,2,7) 

18  Approach case of 

leprosy with 

treatment of 

dubious validity  

(10) 

20  Show 

embarrassment, 

ultimately going 

pink (4) 

21  Relatively unknown 

economist ran 

German banks  

(8) 

23  Dull parent replaces 

contents of diary  

(6) 

25  Glance through 

second novel by 

Kipling (4) 

26  Where fare- 

dodger�s journey 

ends?  

(10) 

 

DOWN 
 

1/9 Horny beast and 

colonist run off 

together  

(8) 

2    Big Brother writer 

has cast actor for 

second half  

(8) 

3    Reporter�s still 

writing material? 

(10) 

4    Boring way to 

describe Reading? 

(6-2-3-4) 

5    Look to oust 

broadcaster�s 

central position in 

syndicate  

(4) 

6    Word used by 

unprincipled  

genius  

(6) 

7    Publicist dashes 

round entrance 

outside court  

(4,6) 

13  Part of fence 

catching small rider 

in Grand National 

lottery?  

(10) 

15  American tortoise 

jumped into water 

to get bird  

(10) 

17  Characterful piece 

given alternative 

title, oddly  

(8) 

19  Damp and sticky like 

shellfish? (6) 

22  Struggle to breathe 

when doctor rings 

(4) 

24  Core component 

deleted from 

Android�s top-level 

directory  

(4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

C B C D F R
P A N A M A A G A R A G A R

N C S G Z U M
J A C K H O R I Z O N T A L
D T M E L Y

C A R O T E N E E X T R A S
B R D H N

A Z A L E A P E S E T A
L C F V A

H A C K L E E V E N T U A L
B L D R R R

S A N C T I M O N Y I R A Q
M L J R M C R

M A H A R A J A A V A T A R
N W H N L T

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman 
dated 07 August 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

MORTALITY statistics do not convey 
accurately the incidence of sickness in a 
town or country, for, of course, only a 
proportion die of those taken ill, and it may 
happen that in an area where, and during a 
time when, many more people than usual 
have suffered from some disease, the mortality 
statistics may even show an improvement. 
Some of the forms of influenza prevalent in 
India often put half the population of a 
town into bed, but no signs of its prevalence 
are to be found in the figures compiled by 
health officers. In places like Calcutta, where 
there are many and large hospitals in which 
accurate registers are kept, it would not be 
impossible for some one who had the time 
and patience to compile a chart showing, 
apart from the mortality returns, the seasons 
and months in which sickness is most rife. 
Pending the publication of such a chart 
people interested in the subject have to rely 
on their own experience or on the statements 
of medical practitioners and others. So far 
as Calcutta is concerned the general view is 
that three periods of the year are likely to 
be unhealthy. January is the month for 
colds and coughs, and April and September 
for various unpleasant kinds of fevers. It 
will be noted that the worst months of the 
year from the point of climate, May and 
June, when it is hottest, and July and August, 
when it is dampest, are not included in 
these periods. 

KARTIK PRADHAN 
 

When young voices 
gathered at Jantar Mantar 
re cently  to  demand 
accountability and fair 

recruitment, the spark resonated far 
beyond the national capital. For the 
youth of Odisha, that wave of student 
assertion hits close to home. An entire 
generation in the state is currently 
caught in a tiring loop of administrative 
blunders,  delaye d re cr uitment 
notifications, and legal deadlocks. 
What was supposed to be a journey 
of higher learning and career building 
has turned into a test of survival. 

Look at  the sheer number of 
roadblocks hitting a young candidate 
in Odisha today. The Sub-Inspector 
recruitment exams have been rocked 
by scam allegations. The Revenue 
Inspector examination, handed over 
to controversial testing agencies, faced 
severe technical glitches that ruined 
months of hard preparation for 
thousands of rural aspirants. 

For those aiming at academia and 
teaching careers, the wait is even 
more agonizing. Even for university 
gold medallists, NET qualifiers, and 
Ph.D. scholars who have proven their 
academic merit, the path forward is 

blocked by procedural paralysis. The 
State Selection Board lecturer recruitment 
has been stuck in court for over two 
years, leaving qualified candidates 
waiting date after date while state 
colleges run with massive faculty 
shortages. 

Similarly, thousands of teaching 
aspirants find themselves stuck due 
to legal and administrative delays 
surrounding the Leave Training 
Reserve (LTR) teacher recruitment 
process. Compounding these issues, 
the National Council for Teacher 
Education recently issued show-cause 
notices to 15 B.Ed colleges across 
Odisha over alleged illegal faculty 
appointments and eligibility violations. 
When teacher training institutes 
themselves fail basic compliance, 
what kind of educators are we preparing 
for the future? This carelessness is 
not limited to higher education, as it 
starts right in school. The recent 
disclosure of 1,678 factual errors in 
state school textbooks showed how 
deeply quality control has slipped. 
From primary school books to university 
recruitment, administrative apathy 
seems to be the common thread 
running through the system. 

Even when the government tries 
to modernize, the execution burdens 

the students. The state launched a 
unified HIMS portal for faculty 
recruitment across universities, which 
was supposed to simplify applications. 
Yet, an applicant applying to four 
different universities through this 
portal is forced to pay separate, heavy 
application fees for each institution. 
Adding to the frustration is the practice 
of re-engaging retired faculty members. 
While thousands of NET and Ph.D. 
qualified young scholars sit unemployed, 
re-hiring retired professors closes 
doors for the next generation. 

Because of these hurdles, Odisha's 
youth are beginning to push back. At 
VSSUT in Burla, students raised their 
voices against rigid uniform rules 
that felt disconnected from a modern 
engineering campus. Across the state, 
aggrieved aspirants of LTR teacher 
recruitment and other stalled exams 
are taking to digital platforms and 
street demonstrations to demand 
swift court resolutions and fair 
recruitment schedules. These are not 
isolated protests, as they show a 
growing refusal among students to 
accept administrative inefficiency as 
normal.  

There is also a glaring contradiction 
in state policy. While the government's 
fee waiver scheme from KG to PG is 

a welcome initiative on paper, the 
ground reality for self-financing 
courses tells a different story. Students 
in these programmes continue to pay 
exorbitant admission and development 
fees, turning higher education into a 
costly burden for middle-class families. 

This brings us to a crucial turning 
point. As recruitment scams, court 
stays, and administrative flaws pile 
up, the question is no longer just 
about fixing individual exams. It is 
about the future of Odisha's youth. 

Will Gen Z need an intellectual 
revolution by building a clear, organized 
demand for transparency, digitized 
exam governance, and merit-based 
hiring before a real change can happen 
on the ground? Or will the youth allow 
these systemic failures to quietly pass 
by? The answer to that question will 
decide not just the fate of our campuses, 
but the future of the state itself. 

 
The writer is a Gen Z scholar from Odisha and Gold 
Medallist in M.A. Political Science from the Central 
University of Punjab.

Odisha’s Gen Z faces a campus crisis

Administrative records can 
reshape policy
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BOOKSHELF | By GeorgeWoudhuysen

The Ohio Man Who Proved Hitler Wrong

N inety years ago this
week—in the early days
of August 1936—a 22-

year-old American accom-
plished something majestic, to
be remembered as long as peo-
ple celebrate the idea that no
race or religion is inherently su-
perior or inferior to another.

A soft-spoken young man,
Jesse Owens was the son of
black Alabama sharecroppers.
Sickly as a child, he began
working in the fields when he
was 7, expected to bag 100
pounds of cotton a day. When
he was 9, his family moved to
Ohio, where in junior high
school it became evident that
he had a talent for running.

Did he ever. In Berlin in that
summer of 1936, Adolf Hitler
was host of the Olympic
Games. Hitler’s goal was to es-
tablish once and for all that
there was an Aryan master
race, symbolized by Germany’s
Olympians. Owens, by that

point a champion track athlete
at Ohio State University, was
on the U.S. team.

In a newly constructed
100,000-seat Olympic stadium,
the grandson of slaves showed
Hitler how wrong he was. Ow-
ens won the gold medal in the
100-meter dash. He won an-
other in the long jump. He won
a third gold in the 200-meter
dash. He won a fourth in the
400-meter relay. Each time he
stood with his gold medals on
the awards podium as “The
Star-Spangled Banner”
sounded through Hitler’s sta-
dium, the world received the
message loud and clear.

Few people alive today have
firsthand memories of Owens’s
triumph in Berlin. Many of us
born in central Ohio after
World War II didn’t know, be-
cause we were so young, of the
indignities he had faced when
he returned to a segregated
U.S. from the Olympics, after
the cheers had faded—the
trouble finding meaningful

work, the barnstorming, carni-
val-like tours in which he
raced against horses, motorcy-
cles and dogs to support his
family.

In the late 1950s and early
1960s, though, America was
beginning to change, and with

that change Owens received
the respect he deserved. You
could see that respect in the
eyes of central Ohioans who
came out to see him speak
each time he, in middle age,
returned to his old college
town to visit; you could hear
the respect in their voices as
they talked about him. This
was the great Jesse Owens.
And he walked among us.

On summer days, it wasn’t
hard to sneak into an empty
Ohio Stadium and to step onto
the track that surrounded the
football field. My friends and I
were among the kids who oc-
casionally did just that, and
who, for fun, raced each other
on that cinder track. We could
have run anywhere, but we did
it in that stadium for a reason:
This was the track where Jesse
had once run.

What he did at those Olym-
pic Games 90 Augusts ago—
and what it signified to a
world on the verge of a global
war that would cancel the
Olympics until 1948—still re-
sounds. Fate is fate, and it
could have been anyone who
showed Hitler, to his face, that
his view of life was a lie. It
could have been anyone, but it
was Jesse. Always and forever,
it was Jesse.

Mr. Greene’s books include
“Chevrolet Summers, Dairy
Queen Nights.”

By Bob Greene

Ninety years ago in
Berlin, Jesse Owens
won one gold medal
after another.

OPINION

B y 1453 the Roman Empire’s domain had been reduced to
Constantinople and some thin strips of coastal territory
outside the city, as well as a few Aegean islands and the

Peloponnese. But even over those areas, Constantine XI, the
Roman emperor, had limited control. At Constantinople, every
government decision involved negotiations with the represen-
tatives of the great Italian maritime republics, Venice and
Genoa, who dominated the city’s economic life and enjoyed
extensive legal privileges. The imperial capital was a shadow
of its former self, its population perhaps 30,000, down from a
medieval peak nearly 10 times that.

Sensing opportunity, Mehmed II, the Ottoman sultan,
arrived at the walls of Constantinople on April 5. He brought

with him perhaps 60,000 sol-
diers, along with numerous can-
nons, some of enormous size, to
besiege the city; a newly con-
structed fleet patrolled the Bos-
porus. The Ottomans had exten-
sive experience besieging cities,
plundering wealth and selling
prisoners into slavery. The out-
come appeared inevitable. On May
29, Constantinople fell and Roman
history came to an end.

The siege is the subject of
Anthony Kaldellis’s “1453: The
Conquest and Tragedy of Constan-
tinople.” It is a story that has been
told before, not least by Stephen

Runciman, whose 1965 book was long the standard treatment.
Mr. Kaldellis, a professor of classics at the University of Chi-
cago, shows a refreshing willingness to question the received
wisdom. The result is a triumph.

Mr. Kaldellis’s most important contribution is to argue
that “the fall of Constantinople was not inevitable, and the
defense was not doomed.” Many modern histories of the
siege assume that there was only one possible outcome.
The ruinous state of the Roman Empire and the size of
Mehmed’s army make this seem like a natural conclusion.
But Mr. Kaldellis shows that this appearance is misleading:
The siege was a very close-run thing.

To make his case, Mr. Kaldellis takes his readers deep into
the historical context. The Ottoman Empire was a relatively
recent creation. It was less a state than a territorial war
machine that needed a constant flow of victories, with the
loot and slaves they brought, to keep going. It had nearly col-
lapsed in a chaotic civil war that began in 1403 and was only
resolved in 1413. Mehmed’s grip on power was also shaky. He
had only recently come to the throne and had turned 21
shortly before the siege of Constantinople began. There were
many in the Ottoman camp who would not have been dis-
pleased to see him fail.

The Roman situation was dire, and the Romans knew it,
but it was not entirely hopeless. Constantinople had a superb
strategic position and massive ancient defenses: a huge moat,
an outer wall, and an inner wall studded with towers. These
features were a millennium old in 1453 but they remained for-
midable even in the age of artillery. Meanwhile the empire’s
Italian allies still had the upper hand at sea—even at the
height of the siege the Ottomans could not prevent ships
from leaving or arriving. Roman strategy was therefore clear:
Cling on long enough for Ottoman resolve to falter, some
discontented portion of Mehmed’s empire to revolt, or aid
from Christian Europe to arrive. If any of these happened,
the empire might have survived.

Mr. Kaldellis evokes the drama and uncertainty of the
siege. Mehmed’s cannons pounded the walls while his soldiers
tested the city’s defenses. The Romans, their ranks stiffened
by Genoese and Venetian troops, did their best to resist. They
made frantic repairs to the walls as the bombardment contin-
ued and looked hopefully for the rumored relief fleets that
the Venetians and Pope Nicholas V were preparing.

The strategy nearly worked. On April 18 and 19, they
fended off Mehmed’s first general assault. On the 20th, four
Christian galleys fought their way through the Ottoman
blockade. Mehmed rode his horse to the edge of the sea and
watched in impotent fury as his navy failed to stop them.
There was serious discontent in the Ottoman camp. Another
major assault on May 6-7 failed as well. “By late May 1453,”
Mr. Kaldellis writes, “Mehmed was running out of options.”

And so he gave an order for one last all-out effort to take
the city. It barely succeeded. Constantine had appointed Gio-
vanni Longo Giustiniani, a Genoese mercenary, to command
the defenses. At the height of the fighting in the main breach,
after repeated Ottoman attacks had been beaten back, Gius-
tiniani was badly wounded and withdrew to seek treatment.
His disappearance caused a panic among the defenders and
they were routed. If Giustiniani had not left, it is possible the
assault would have failed. Constantine died in the defense. As
Mr. Kaldellis writes, “while Mehmed won the glory,” Constan-
tine “gained the honor.”

Mr. Kaldellis movingly describes the city’s fate. Slavery was
the best most of its inhabitants could hope for. A few lucky
(mostly Italian) refugees escaped, bringing news of the disas-
ter to the Christian forces that were still slowly gathering in
the Aegean. Mehmed executed many prominent Romans.

The fall of Constantinople marked the end of the Roman
Empire as well as of a living medieval Roman culture. The
institutions and elites that had sustained interest in Greek lit-
erature and the ancient past were swept away. Only Orthodox
Christianity, under strict Ottoman supervision, survived.

After a period of dithering, Mehmed made Constantinople
his new capital, sparking a transformation of the Ottoman
world from a loose agglomeration of subject peoples and vas-
sal kingdoms, held together by regular campaigning, into a
true empire. Western Europe, which had been remarkably
relaxed about the siege as it was happening, found itself con-
fronting an enemy much more formidable than before. The
Venetians, in particular, who had dragged their feet about
aiding the Romans, came to bitterly regret the fall as the
Ottomans gradually chipped away at their maritime empire
in the eastern Mediterranean.

Things might have been very different. “If Venice had sent
just two ships of well-armed knights and experienced com-
manders,” Mr. Kaldellis suggests, “it would have made a
world of difference.”

Mr. Woudhuysen is an associate professor of Roman his-
tory at the University of Nottingham.

The Roman situation before the fall of
Constantinople was dire but not hopeless.
Ottoman victory was not inevitable.

Mich i gan ’s
Democrat ic
Senate pri-
mary went
about as well
as it could for
Repub l i can
nominee Mike
Rogers, and
about as
badly as it
could for the

country. An easy win by Ab-
dul El-Sayed, the Bernie Sand-
ers-endorsed anti-Israel left-
ist, might have forced so-
called establishment
Democrats—particularly
elected ones—to acknowledge
their problem.

That problem is of course
antisemitism. Mr. El-Sayed’s
single-point win over Rep.
Haley Stevens after leading
in the polls by an average of
10 points will allow normie
Democratic pols to assume
the antisemitic mania infect-
ing their party has begun to
fizzle out. He will likely lose
in November, and the party’s
moderately pro-Israel liber-
als can remain in their silent
placidity.

A brief refresher on Mr. El-
Sayed’s crankery. He has re-
fused to acknowledge the
Jewish state’s right to exist.
He has repeatedly, you could
almost say obsessively, criti-
cized Ms. Stevens for accept-
ing campaign contributions
from the American Israel Pub-
lic Affairs Committee, or
AIPAC. He damns terrorists
with faint praise, as when he
condemned the attack on a
Jewish school in West Bloom-
field, Mich., before excusing
the perpetrator with the
words “hurt people do hurt
people.” And of course Mr. El-
Sayed campaigns with Hasan
Piker, who, as a podcaster

El-Sayed’s Deflected Bigotry
rather than political candi-
date, has the luxury of making
explicit his hatred for Israel.

Ms. Stevens, who spent
the campaign avoiding the
subject of Mr. El-Sayed’s not-
quite-spoken animus, last
week ventured a diagonal al-
lusion to it. “You want to
blame all your problems on
Jewish Americans,” she said
in an online post. But she
also vowed to support him in
the general election—a para-
dox that nicely captures her
party’s pusillanimity on the
Jewish question.

Forget the Michigan race’s
narrow margin. Some 750,000
Midwestern voters pulled the
lever for Mr. El-Sayed and did
so at a time when violent as-
saults on Jews and syna-
gogues crowd the headlines:
another data point, for those
who need one, that the an-
cient bigotry spreads apace.
The mayor of New York has
spent his first months in of-
fice defaming the Jewish
state. The succession of pro-
gressives who’ve won Demo-
cratic primaries in New York,
New Jersey and Colorado
rode to victory on the
strength of their anti-Israel
tirades.

I haven’t forgotten the
right—top-rated podcasters
bedevil their listeners with
lies about Israel, the vice
president of the United States
refuses to distance himself
from one of them, and every-

where young, mostly male re-
actionaries dabble in theories
pinning America’s problems
on the Jewish state. But GOP
officeholders and conserva-
tive scribblers have mostly
found the nerve to speak up.

What explains Democrats’
urge to de-emphasize or ig-
nore it all? Leave aside cow-
ardice and self-interest. A
cartoonish ahistorical percep-
tion of antisemitism plays a
large role.

Bigotry among the tutored
and well-spoken almost al-
ways wears a costume. Read-
ing the history of medieval
and early modern Europe, I
wince, as a Christian, at the
intermittent pogroms and
bursts of Jew-hatred. The
Jews’ economic success, to-
gether with their cultural and
religious nonalignment, pro-
voked resentment among the
masses and hostility among
the clergy. The idea that Jews
deserved expulsion because
their forbears had killed Jesus
made little sense inasmuch as
(a) his death, according to
Christian doctrine, made sal-
vation possible, and (b) Jesus
and all his disciples were
themselves Jews. Weak argu-
ments gave permission to
atrocious behavior. That was
their point.

A great many Nazi political
leaders and military officers
didn’t think of themselves as
antisemites or bigots at all.
They felt compelled to perpe-
trate horrors against the
Jews—as ordinary Germans
and Austrians silently, if re-
luctantly, approved—because
a collection of allegedly scien-
tific theories about racial cor-
ruption made it all necessary.
Adolf Hitler himself thought
some Jews good people but
believed the hard realities of

race made this fact irrelevant.
Long have well-meaning,

enlightened Westerners as-
sumed that the liberal values
regnant in their democracies
would arrest any attempt to
revive antisemitism. Toss that
idea. Today’s antisemites in-
dulge in the oldest bigotry
precisely because liberal val-
ues demand it—so they tell
themselves and each other.
Hence the need to invent sto-
ries about the Israeli military
starving Palestinians and Is-
rael’s prime minister com-
manding the targeting of chil-
dren. These and a thousand
similar lies don’t cover 100%
of Jewry the way German ra-
cial theories did, but they go
a long way. Deflecting to Is-
rael, Benjamin Netanyahu and
AIPAC allows the modern pro-
gressive to deplore the over-
whelming majority of Jews—
the ones who won’t renounce
Zionism—while retaining pro-
gressive values. Why scorn Is-
rael? The principles of hu-
manitarianism! Jew-hatred
always finds a way.

The enlightened 21st-cen-
tury antisemite absolves him-
self by noting the existence of
anti-Zionist Jews—much in
the way late-medieval church-
men could remain complacent
in their unchristian hatred be-
cause, after all, Paul of Burgos
(1351-1435) and Johannes
Pfefferkorn (1469-1521), Span-
ish and German Jews respec-
tively, had converted to Ca-
tholicism and zealously
advocated the persecution of
Jews.

Elected Democrats would
do their party and their coun-
try a service by concluding
that Mr. El-Sayed will lose in
November and denouncing
him as the antisemite he is.
Or they can keep silent.

Democrats face a
choice: denounce
him for antisemitism
or remain silent.

UNRULY
REPUBLIC
By Barton
Swaim

A s we approach Labor
Day—unofficial start of
the general-election

season—campaigns are ob-
sessed with money. In these
final months, good cam-
paigns worry over whether
there’s enough cash to run
ads, deploy organizers, un-
leash digital efforts, pay staff
and keep the candidate on
the move. This time around,
which party will have the fi-
nancial lead this fall is a big
question.

At a candidate level, Demo-
crats have the hard-money
edge in both Senate and
House races.

The most recent Federal
Election Commission reports
on the nine most competitive
Senate races show Democrats
outraising Republicans in
seven and with more cash on
hand in five. Of these races—
Alaska, Georgia, Iowa, Maine,
Michigan, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Ohio and
Texas—Democrats must win
seven to take the Senate. Ex-
cluding Maine, where Demo-
crat Troy Jackson replaced
Graham Platner as a Senate
candidate less than two weeks
ago and has yet to report his
fundraising, Senate Democrats
told the FEC they’ve raised
$290 million, while Republi-
cans have brought in $196.8
million. More important, Dem-
ocrats have $117.3 million cash
on hand to the Republicans’
$85.3 million.

The Big Midterm Question: Money
The GOP can claim some

sort of fundraising advantage
in only four Senate races. Re-
publican candidates in Iowa
and Maine appear ahead both
in total fundraising and cash
on hand. Maine’s Mr. Jackson
has said he received $2 million
within three days of his selec-
tion and had raised $1 million
before the convention that
picked him. Republican Senate
candidates in Alaska and Mich-
igan were outraised overall but
have more cash on hand.

In the five other battle-
grounds, Democrats raised
more money and have more
cash on hand. The problem for
Republicans is acute in Texas
and Georgia. In the Lone Star
State, the Democrat raised
$68.6 million with $21.6 mil-
lion cash on hand, while the
Republican raised $9.2 million
and has $1.8 million in the
bank. The Peach State’s Demo-
crat raked in $98 million and
holds $42.6 million; the Re-
publican collected $7.4 million
and retains $2.1 million.

In the House, Republicans
are in slightly better shape. In
the 18 House races the Cook
Political Report considers
toss-ups, 10 Republicans out-
raised their opponents. Each
party has an equal number of
races—nine—in which it has
more cash on hand. In total,
Republican House candidates
in these contests have col-
lected $86.7 million while re-
taining $51 million, Democrats
$82 million with $41.6 million
in cash. (This includes the

money of each party’s leading
candidates in Florida and Wis-
consin, where primaries are
coming.)

But Democrats can’t rest
easy—in super PAC, commit-
tee, national party organiza-
tion and large outside group
money, the GOP has big ad-
vantages. The seven largest
Republican PACs and party
committees have about $1.17
billion cash on hand. The
eight biggest Democratic ones
have roughly $494.2 million.

While candidates can buy
television much more cheaply
than PACs and party commit-
tees under Federal Communi-
cations Commission regula-
tions, GOP groups’ mountain
of money could more than
wipe out whatever candidate-
money advantage Democrats
have.

But maybe not, because
$461.5 million of the GOP’s
advantage sits in the MAGA
Inc. and Never Surrender
PACs. Both are controlled by
Trump world, and the presi-
dent may decide he prefers to
keep the cash for his presi-
dential library.

The GOP House and Senate
super PACs said earlier this

year where they’ll spend their
dollars. They were signaling
the White House political shop
where its help was needed.
Trump money is needed in the
Texas and Georgia Senate
races, where the president’s
endorsement decided the pri-
mary and his picks are lousy
fundraisers. There are also
dozens of House seats consid-
ered “lean” or “likely” Repub-
lican seats that need financial
support.

If President Trump deploys
those dollars, it will matter if
he does so directly or through
Republican super PACs. The
former would mean “MAGA
Inc.” and “Never Surrender”
disclaimers on the ads, which
would bring harsh attacks
from Democrats. The presi-
dent’s low approval rating al-
ready hurts GOP candidates a
lot, so why not lower his pro-
file in ad campaigns?

Whichever party comes out
with a bigger pot of cash,
money is no guarantee of vic-
tory. Good candidates, appeal-
ing visions, voter enthusiasm,
capable organization and the
national environment will
each have a strong effect. But
in that post-Labor Day sprint,
money could tilt the balance—
and the president has plenty
of it.

Mr. Rove was senior ad-
viser and deputy chief of staff
for President George W. Bush
and is author of “The Triumph
of William McKinley” (Simon
& Schuster, 2015).

Republicans need
Trump’s help to
overcome Democrats’
candidate-cash lead.

By Karl Rove
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Americans GotWealthier but Don’t Feel Like It
John Steele Gordon is right that

the past four decades have produced
extraordinary wealth, and the case is
even stronger than the Forbes 400
makes it look (“A Brief History of
Wealth Creation,” op-ed, Aug. 3).

Real median personal income rose
from $26,750 in 1982 to $45,140 in
2024 in constant dollars. The Con-
gressional Budget Office finds real
wealth in the median American fam-
ily up 131% between 1989 and 2022,
and up 232% at the 25th percentile.
Ordinary households took part in that
wealth generation.

Two things happened alongside
that. The gains skewed upward: Fami-
lies in the top 10% went from holding
56% of American wealth to 60%,
while the share held by the 51st
through 90th percentiles fell from
37% to 33%.

Meanwhile, what got cheaper di-
verged sharply from what got dearer.
Clothing costs about a third more
than in the early 1980s, against a
near-tripling of prices overall. Tele-
visions and phone-call prices col-
lapsed. But the median new home,
which took 3.4 years of median

household income in 1982, took 5.0
years in 2024. Published tuition at
public four-year colleges doubled in
real terms in 30 years. Healthcare
now absorbs 18% of gross domestic
product.

Americans grew richer in the
goods that markets could freely sup-
ply, and poorer in the three pur-
chases that define middle-class stand-
ing: a house, a degree and a doctor.
Those are the sectors where U.S. pol-
icy constrained supply, subsidized de-
mand or did both. I work in one of
them.

That is why the wealth data and
the public mood point in opposite di-
rections. A family can hold more real
assets than earlier generations did
and still find the ladder harder to
climb because the rungs that matter
got more expensive faster than the
wealth arrived.

The answer isn’t to redistribute
the Forbes 400. It is to let people
build, and to stop underwriting de-
mand in industries that do not an-
swer it with supply.

GILBERTO DE LIMA LOPES JR., M.D.
University of Miami

“He hasn’t been the same since he
won the lottery.”
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Fix America’s Social Security the Kiwi Way
In his op-ed “Australia’s Not-So-

Super Retirement System” (July 22),
Samuel Gregg correctly explains that
Australia’s superannuation system of-
fers both inspiration and caution for
Americans seeking to reform Social
Security. The most important lesson
is that greater reliance on personal
retirement savings can reduce strain
on government budgets and the bur-
den on taxpayers. By moving toward
a lower, flatter benefit that provides
a backstop against poverty, Congress
can reduce reliance on Social Security
for middle- and higher-income earn-
ers and free up resources for capital
accumulation.

Unlike Australia, however, the U.S.
shouldn’t mandate savings on top of
Social Security. As Australia’s experi-
ence shows, this risks promoting the
creep of special interests, politics and
excessive regulation into retirement
saving.

Americans are already saving suc-
cessfully through voluntary retire-
ment plans without government man-
dates. Among full-time workers, 83%

have access to an employer-spon-
sored retirement plan, with four out
of five covered workers participating.
U.S. assets in voluntary retirement
plans are substantial, delivering the
highest income replacement share
among Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development countries.

A better model is New Zealand,
which provides all retirees with a flat
retirement benefit coupled with auto-
matic enrollment in the KiwiSaver
plan, but, unlike Australia’s compul-
sory superannuation system, workers
are allowed to opt out.

The U.S. could learn from the Land
Down Under: Embrace greater per-
sonal ownership and funded retire-
ment saving while avoiding unneces-
sary regulation, political interference
and compulsion. Retirement reform
should empower workers to build
wealth, not expand opportunities for
government or special interests to
control retirement savings.

ROMINA BOCCIA
Cato Institute
Washington

Warsh’s Silence Manufactures Market Noise
Your editorial “Warsh Makes Mar-

kets Do Their Job” (Review & Out-
look, Aug. 1) defends Federal Reserve
Chairman Kevin Warsh’s silence by
dismissing “forward guidance.” But
Wall Street isn’t asking the Fed to
promise a rate path. It simply wants
to know the Fed’s reaction function.
Market participants want to know
how the Fed would respond to hotter
inflation, a weakening labor market
or an oil shock. Wall Street isn’t try-
ing to steal signs, just to see the
rulebook.

With the Fed’s reaction function
unknown, every bit of economic news
and data now carries two uncertain-
ties: what it says about the economy,
and what the Fed will make of it. The
latter is manufactured noise. No one
expects the Fed to script an unscript-
able future or tie itself to the mast.

Mr. Warsh says he wants investors

to “play the ball and not the referee.”
But a referee recedes into the back-
ground only when players know how
he’ll call the game. Major League
Baseball introduced automated ball-
strike challenges this season to make
the strike zone more consistent. By
keeping his own zone obscure, Mr.
Warsh has made himself the most-
watched man on the field.

JACK RABUCK
Sonoma, Calif.

Pepper ...
And Salt

Trapped Inside a Labyrinth
Of Government Paperwork

Judge Glock’s book review “A
Wrench in the System” (Bookshelf,
Aug. 3) about “the growing burdens
of government paperwork” reminded
me of an experience I had with gov-
ernment bureaucracy:

I tried to use an online form to ob-
tain a renewed passport, which I be-
lieved would save the government
and me time, paper and money.

I carefully read the directions for
the photo. I put white paper on the
wall, and my partner took the pic-
ture. I was careful not to smile. Re-
jected! The photo background wasn’t
white enough. So we went to the
nearest drugstore and paid $17 for a
photo. Rejected! The background still
wasn’t white enough. I called the
drugstore and was promptly given
another try. Rejected! I called the
number on the U.S. Passport website.
The Passport help line staff suggested
using another computer. Rejected
again!

I gave up. I printed the form, at-
tached the drugstore photo and sent
it in. So much for saving paper. I re-
ceived the passport three weeks later.

PATRICIA MACZKA
Galena, Ohio

Expectations Are Everything
Regarding Jason L. Riley’s col-

umn “The Answer to the Academic
Achievement Gap Is Obvious” (Up-
ward Mobility, July 29): Mr. Riley
makes a good argument for charter
schools, but they aren’t the only an-
swer. Standards and expectations
matter more than the type of
school.

I grew up in eastern Kentucky and
attended grade school in a four-room
schoolhouse without indoor plumbing
that had a potbelly stove for heat in
the winter. Despite that environment,
I went on to attend West Point, re-
ceive multiple degrees and become
president of a company. Money was
scarce at the Kentucky school, but I
had many excellent teachers who set
high standards and expectations—dis-
cipline, homework, study of the clas-
sics, challenging math assignments
and so on. I also had parents who ex-
pected me to do my best.

Teachers who expect better perfor-
mance tend to get it. The late re-
searcher Robert Rosenthal’s review of
479 studies found that teacher expec-
tations affect how students perform.
The key isn’t more money, though it
might help. The key is leaders in each
school district setting high standards
and expectations, and then holding
teachers accountable to those, while
rewarding the best teachers.

RON MOORE
Knoxville, Tenn.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

March of the El-Sayed Democrats

A bdul El-Sayed’s victory in Michigan’s
Democratic Senate primary on Tuesday
is no surprise in this year of rising radi-

calism in the party. Butmaybe
hold off on French Revolution
2.0. Democratic voters made
the race far closer than poll-
sters predicted, and now Mr.
El-Sayedwill have to persuade
voters beyond Ann Arbor and
the white liberal gentry.

Mr. El-Sayed, an articulate 41-year-old pub-
lic-health official, was expected to roll over
Rep. Haley Stevens. But his lead was 1% on
Wednesday when the race was called. The nar-
row victory suggests many Democrats had sec-
ond thoughts about nominating a man with
radical views hailed by Bernie Sanders and Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez as the next great pro-
gressive hope.

Progressive is an understatement. Mr. El-
Sayed now says he’s a “capitalist,” distancing
himself from the Democratic Socialists of
America, but his agenda remains the full Ber-
nie Sanders. He continues to support Medicare
for All. He favors a wealth tax and an enormous
expansion in federal entitlements for child
care and more. He wants to abolish Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, saying the
agency “is about normalizing paramilitary
force on our streets.”

He has a particular animus toward Israel and
has campaigned with Hasan Piker, theMao Ze-
dong fanboy and Soviet Union admirer who has
said the U.S. “deserved 9/11.”Mr. El-Sayedwants
to cut off all U.S. military aid to Israel, which he
accuses of genocide in Gaza.

When Israel killed Iran’s Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in a bombing run this year, Mr. El-
Sayedwas taped saying that he’d stay silent be-
cause “I alsowant to remind you guys that there
are a lot of people in Dearborn who are sad to-
day.” Dearborn is the center of anti-Israel,
Hamas-sympathizing Democratic sentiment in
the state.

AIPAC, the U.S. pro-Israel lobbying group,
spent heavily for Ms. Stevens. But it’s a sign of
the sharp turn against Israel among Democratic

voters that somany found none of his views or
associations disqualifying. Another message is
that Democratic primary voterswant candidates

who share their anger nomat-
ter their policy views.

But winning a primary isn’t
the same as winning the gen-
eral election in a swing state
like Michigan. Mr. El-Sayed
will face Mike Rogers, a one-

time FBI agent and former head of the House
Intelligence Committee. Mr. Rogers is a strong
candidate who lost to Democrat Elissa Slotkin
two years ago by fewer than 20,000 votes out
of more than 5.4 million cast. He has shown he
can unite the moderate suburban and MAGA
wings of the state GOP.

Mr. El-Sayed is counting on anti-Donald
Trump fury to unite Democrats despite his radi-
cal views. Look for the Democratic establish-
ment, including Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and
SenateMinority Leader Chuck Schumer, to rally
behind him despite their support for Ms. Ste-
vens. Ben Rhodes, Dan Pfeiffer and the rest of
the Barack Obama apparat are already lined up
for him.

The stakes here are higher than a single Sen-
ate race. Nominating a leftist could cost the
party a Senate majority that is very much in
reach. If Mr. Rogers wins, one lessonwill be that
Mr. El-Sayed was too far left to win in a swing
state even in what is likely to be an excellent
Democratic year. Democrats might rethink this
year’s headlong rush left as they consider the
2028 presidential race.

But if Mr. El-Sayedwins, he will immediately
become amedia favorite bent on colonizing the
Democratic Party from the socialist left. He has
said one of his first tasks will be trying to defeat
John Fetterman, the pro-Israel Pennsylvania
Democrat who is up for re-election in 2028.
“Put one ogre on a pike and then everyone else
gets the message,” he told a donor, according
to leaked audio.

Heads on pikes? What, no guillotine?
Michigan voters have to decide how polariz-
ing and left-wing they want American politics
to become.

His victory in Michigan
sets up the race of the
year in November.

Colorado Progressives Hike the Tax Slope

P rogressives are on a state-hopping cam-
paign to raise taxes on high earners.
Their next target is Colorado, where

they submitted signatures on
Monday for a ballot initiative
in November that would re-
place the state’s flat tax with
a steeply progressive income
tax. Is the goal to depopulate
Aspen?

Colorado’s relatively low4.4% flat income tax
has been amajor draw for businesses and young
professionals. It’s one reason the state’s popula-
tion has surged over the last couple of decades.
But now progressives want to make Colorado
more like California and the high-tax states that
many of its inhabitants left.

The proposed ballot Initiative 195 would re-
place the flat 4.4% ratewith six incomebrackets
ranging from3.7% (for individuals earning up to
$25,000) to 8.4% (above $1million). Proponents
say Coloradans earning less than $500,000
wouldn’t pay more in tax since the top rate for
individualsmaking less than$500,000would re-
main 4.4%.

But they skip over that the bracketswouldn’t
be adjusted annually for inflation.More people
would rise into higher brackets and paymore in
tax as their incomes grow. Because small busi-
nesses typically pay tax at individual rates on
pass-through income,manywould see sharp in-
creases. A family farm that has a good year
would be punished with a higher tax bill.

Under I-195, Colorado’s top rate would rank
by far the highest in its neighborhood, which
includes Wyoming (no income tax), Arizona
(2.5%), Utah (4.45%), Oklahoma (4.5%), Ne-
braska (4.55%), Kansas (5.58%) and NewMex-
ico (5.9%). Colorado’s slopes may offer world-
class skiing, but you don’t have to pay state

taxes to enjoy the powder.
Additional revenue raised by the progressive

tax would also be exempt from Colorado’s con-
stitutional limit on tax revenue
growth,which is pegged to the
rate of population growth plus
inflation. This has been a cru-
cial restraint on political
spending appetites. Under
I-195, the Democratswho con-

trol the statehousewould enjoy a bigger spend-
ing allowance. Revenue could also becomemore
volatile since incomes of high earners wax and
wane with capital gains.

Colorado like most states is seeing healthy
revenue growth thanks to strong capital gains,
but progressives are still seeking to soak the
rich. Democrats this year have imposedmillion-
aire taxes in Washington (9.9%), Rhode Island
(8.99%) and Maine (9.15%). If there’s an eco-
nomic downturn, look for progressives to seek
even higher rates.

Progressives in Colorado and these other
states say the graduated tax is needed to com-
pensate for federal Medicaid cuts in last year’s
GOP tax bill. But theCongressional BudgetOffice
projected last month that federal Medicaid
spendingwill increase 34%over the next decade
notwithstanding the modest GOP reforms.

The truth is progressives want moremoney
to redistribute on expanding entitlement pro-
grams and to reward their union allies. Yet his-
tory shows that once a progressive tax system
is in place, spending keeps rising as revenue
does and rates follow.

Democratic Gov. Jared Polis, who can’t run
for re-election this year, has said a graduated in-
come tax would be “absolutely devastating” to
Colorado’s economy. He’s right. But it would be
great for Utah’s economy.

A ballot initiative would
replace the flat tax with
high graduated rates.

Will Trump Leave Ukraine Without Patriots?

V ladimir Putin has pounded Ukraine with
ballistic missiles for so long that his
brutal assaults are often no longer

above-the-fold news in the
U.S. Meanwhile, President
Trump is preoccupied with
Iran. But a hard question can’t
be ignored: Is Mr. Trump go-
ing to let a U.S. friend, which
has fought valiantly for four
years against a common adversary, run out of
air defenses?

Mr. Putin’s strikesWednesday on Kyiv killed
17 people, and by early press reports Ukraine
wasn’t able to take down any of the incoming
missiles. Ukraine doesn’t advertise its defense
inventory for obvious reasons, though it has
long been low on Patriot interceptors. Mr.
Trump has floated letting Ukraine build its own
Patriots under license, and increased allied pro-
duction is a good idea, since every country in
the free world needs more.

ButMr. Trump latermused that hemight not
give Ukraine the license after all, and Kyiv re-
quires cover now, not in months or years after
setting up production. Ukraine understands it
must domore than swat downMr. Putin’s mis-
siles, which is why it is running a campaign of
strikes deep inside Russia. Providingmore U.S.
long-rangemissiles would help. Yet Ukraine has

already regained somemomentum on the bat-
tlefield, and it is imposing heavy manpower
costs on Mr. Putin, which is remarkable given

the relative demography of
the combatants.

Mr. Putin is still betting he
can eventually pound Ukrai-
nian society into submission.
Will Mr. Trump, who usually
talks about the war as a hu-

manitarian tragedy, allow it?
Yes, the U.S. also needs to replenish its own

interceptor stockpiles amid the Iran war. “I was
shocked at the number of Patriots we fired,” Re-
tired U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Mark Montgomery
said in an interview on our PotomacWatch pod-
cast this week. The U.S. might have “burned
through 2,300.” Compare: “We gave 600 to
Ukraine, many of whichwere older and through
other partners,” he said. “Ukraine is not the
problem.”

The answer is for Congress to pass the de-
fense funding for a wartime production foot-
ing. Ukraine’s survival is more than humanitar-
ian work. It’s a U.S. interest, and Patriots over
Kyiv are defending stability and freedom on
the European continent. Mr. Trump is busy
elsewhere, but Russia’s war is grinding on, and
the President will own what happens on his
watch.

Putin’s barrage kills 17,
since Kyiv wasn’t able to
intercept the missiles.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION
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Bronx, N.Y.

I n America’s poorest congres-
sional district, an immaculate
$245 million K-12 public school
is welcoming about 2,400 stu-
dents this month, with a mis-

sion to get them all into college. Nor-
mally, New York politicians would
elbow for front-row seats at the rib-
bon cutting. But watch to see who
breathes a word about Success Acad-
emy Bronx K-12, a flagship charter
school that’s intended as a model for
the nation.

Will Mayor Zohran Mamdani at-
tend a grand opening? “We’ll invite
him,” says Eva Moskowitz, the non-
profit charter network’s CEO, in a
tone of resignation. “I’ve tried to
have a sit-down with the mayor, but
he has refused.” Success Academy is
effectively the state’s fourth-biggest
public-school district, teaching about
22,000 of Mr. Mamdani’s underage
constituents at 59 sites. Ms. Mosko-
witz can’t get the mayor for tea?

After 20 years of operating public
schools, she has thoughts, and if Mr.
Mamdani doesn’t want to hear them,
others will. “My hope is governors,
mayors, local philanthropists will be
able to come to this building and see
what’s possible for poor children,”
Ms. Moskowitz says. “We do technol-
ogy differently. We do bathrooms dif-
ferently. There is no aspect of public
education that we have left alone. Be-
cause we think it’s pretty broken.”

The school is six stories, with an
exterior of green-glazed brick to nod
at tradition while conveying differ-
ence. There’s plenty of red brick in
the commercial building across the
street, though what draws the eye is
its graffiti. Inside, the school has high
ceilings and big windows, a 300-seat
auditorium, a gym, a ceramics studio
and a court for a soccer variant called
futsal. A play area with wooden
blocks is decorated, as architectural
inspiration, with photos of the
Golden Gate Bridge and the Taj Ma-
hal. A reading nook looks out at Yan-
kee Stadium.

Other than the storybooks and
other signs of K-12 clientele, the facil-
ities wouldn’t be out of place at a
nice university, and that includes the
sloping lecture hall. “We don’t want
poor kids to show up on a college
campus never having had a lecture,”
Ms. Moskowitz says. “So in 11th and
12th grade, two days a week in the
curriculum, the teacher lectures.

Success Builds in the South Bronx

Math, science, English, history.”
Conducting a tour last month be-

fore the arrival of any students, she
delights in countless design details.
Check out the ladies’ room, which has
full-length mirrors. A rooftop play-
ground features small hills of turf.
“Most district schools would not
have mounds this high,” she says. She
believes taking reasonable, calculated
physical risks is part of growing up:
“I picked out all of the equipment,
and I rejected many of the pieces be-
cause they were too ‘safe.’ ”

Here’s another school staple: “I
have a lot of views on lockers, an enor-
mous number of opinions on lockers,”
Ms. Moskowitz says. “Most lockers in
America are metal, and they make a
huge amount of noise.” Success Acad-
emy has dark millwork lockers with no
locks. “You’re not allowed to open a
lock without consulting a lawyer,” she
says. “I have none. I just open them.
And when you can do that, the kids
tend not to bring contraband.”

Other surprises? “We have rather
big class sizes,” Ms. Moskowitz says.
“In kindergarten, 32,” albeit with two
teachers to a room. “In middle school,
36. In high school, 40. Very antitheti-
cal to the class-size mandates.” Stu-
dents read books of their choice 30
minutes a day. “We actually only do 10

minutes of direct instruction per sub-
ject per day,” she says, with lectures
for upperclassmen being an exception.
“Going to school is like going to work.
You work in school.” A U.S. history
class, for example, might be spent an-
alyzing sources.

It’s a culture of expectations. “Our
middle-schoolers take four years of
biology, chemistry and physics,” Ms.
Moskowitz says. “When they get to
high school, they take AP Calc, AP
Bio, AP Chem and AP Physics. All of
them, 100% of them.” Not everybody
aces every Advanced Placement
exam, though overwhelmingly they
pass the state’s standardized tests,
and according to Success Academy
every graduate in recent years has
been accepted to a four-year college.

Don’t forget that charters are pub-
lic schools, open to everyone, with
students accepted by lottery. Statis-
tics for the new Bronx K-12 aren’t col-
lected, but Success Academy projects
about 91% of students will be black,
Hispanic or multiracial, and 90% will
qualify for free or discounted lunch.
The upper grades are moving in from
another location, and about 600 new
admits won a lottery that had close
to 3,500 applications.

Direct control of the Bronx build-
ing, a Success Academy first, means
no political tussles over repairs or
storage space. The construction was
funded by $100 million from former
Mayor Mike Bloomberg, with most of
the rest from a bond issue. “The mes-
sage is not that you must have a
building like this in order to educate
kids exceptionally,” Ms. Moskowitz
says. “However, children deserve—
poor children deserve—a building
that looks like this.”

Bronx officials appear oddly unen-
thusiastic about this quarter-billion-
dollar neighborhood investment. The
office of Borough President Vanessa
Gibson didn’t reply to an interview
request. Neither did state Sen. José
Serrano. Assemblyman Landon Dais,
who did answer the phone, sounds
tepid. “I do like the fact that they
built this beautiful state-of-the-art
campus,” he says, “and for Success
Academy families, I think it’s going to
be good for them.”

Still, Mr. Dais says he knows stu-
dents who tried Success Academy
and left, and he opposes lifting the
state’s cap on the number of char-
ters, even as he acknowledges their
agility. He “fought like hell” two
years ago to get $2.2 million for dis-
trict schools, including to build 10
science labs. “Not a dollar has been
allocated,” he says. “We actually just
sent an email off last week asking
for follow-up.”

To his mind, the demand for Suc-
cess Academy speaks to a need to fix
traditional K-12 schools, which won’t
ever be as nimble as other options.
“Government can’t work like busi-
ness, because as government you
have a duty to serve all,” Mr. Dais
says. “The United States military will
never be as efficient as a private con-
tractor, but there’s things that the
military has to do that a small con-
tractor doesn’t have to do.”

Ms. Moskowitz hasn’t given up on
turning the K-12 aircraft carrier. “My
interest is really in trying to end what
I consider educational defeatism,” she
says. Last month Success Academy re-
leased a lacerating report saying more
than 900 city schools have failure
rates above 50% in reading, math or
both. “Imagine a hospital where more
than half of patients died from routine
procedures. A fire department that
failed to respond to more than half its
calls,” the report said. “No other pub-
lic institution would be permitted to
operate in this way.”

Success Academy Bronx K-12 is
one part of Ms. Moskowitz’s answer.
Too often across America, “schools
are really about warehousing of chil-
dren,” she says. “You kind of put a
fence around them, sprinkle some
teachers and principals. You hand out
work sheets. You collect them. The
idea here is shock and awe. It could
be very different if we committed to
being very different.”

Mr. Peterson is a member of the
Journal’s editorial board.

By Kyle Peterson
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Success Academy’s $245
million charter opens to
2,400 K-12 students—and
soon to policymakers who
want to see how it’s done.

Success Academy Bronx K-12 opens this month.

OPINION

Finance
‘Reform’

Feeds Nasty
Campaigns

By Sam Kay

Americans hate political cam-
paigns. They’re typically re-
lentlessly negative—built on

outrage rather than ideas—and dom-
inated by organizations most voters
have never heard of. Many of these
problems stem from the campaign-fi-
nance reforms that sought to clean
up our elections.

After Watergate, Congress be-
lieved that limiting direct contribu-
tions to candidates would reduce the
influence of money in politics and
make campaigns more transparent
and more democratic. The rules had
the opposite effect. Political spend-
ing has increased, and much of that
money simply migrated to outside
organizations rather than flowing di-
rectly to candidates. Campaign-fi-
nance laws prohibit candidates from
coordinating with these outside
groups, but they inevitably find ways
to communicate through increasingly
elaborate legal workarounds.

In National Republican Senatorial
Committee v. Federal Election Com-
mission (2026), the Supreme Court’s
decision struck down the ban on co-
ordination between party commit-
tees and candidates. It’s a welcome
correction. Such restrictions changed
the way political organizations com-
municate and made it harder for vot-
ers to follow the money.

When coordination is prohibited,
producing positive campaign adver-
tisements becomes extraordinarily
difficult. Outside groups can’t bring
the candidate into a studio or use
campaign footage, family photos and
other personal materials that help
tell a compelling positive story. At-
tack ads are much easier. Groups can
pull an opponent’s old remarks,
votes, news clips and unflattering
footage from the public record, add
ominous music and a narrator, and
build an effective commercial.

This has helped create the politi-
cal environment Americans despise.
Thanks to NRSC, party committees
will have the ability to produce posi-
tive advertising. The same should be
true for super PACs and other out-
side groups, which remain bound by
coordination restrictions. Until that
changes, the incentives will continue
to favor negative ads.

These restrictions have also made
campaigns less transparent. Instead
of hearing primarily from candi-
dates, voters are bombarded by
party committees, super PACs, labor
unions, trade associations, advocacy
organizations and issue groups. Ev-
ery message carries a different dis-
claimer. Every organization has a
different legal structure. The result
is a fragmented advertising environ-
ment in which accountability is di-
luted and few voters know who is ac-
tually responsible for what they see.

Campaign-finance reform needs a
different approach. Individuals, cor-
porations, unions and other organi-
zations should be free to contribute
as much as they want directly to
candidates’ campaigns—with real-
time disclosures of every contribu-
tion, rather than relying on a web of
nominally independent outside
groups.

Greater candidate control over
spending makes it clearer to voters
who is responsible for a campaign
that gets too negative. That is a
stronger check than today’s system,
in which candidates can distance
themselves from harsh advertising
because it comes from someone else.

Critics will argue that larger di-
rect contributions invite corruption
and pay-to-play politics. Those con-
cerns are legitimate. But contribu-
tion limits haven’t eliminated the in-
fluence of wealthy donors or
corporations. They have simply
changed how that influence is exer-
cised. If donors spend millions, that
money should flow directly to candi-
dates. Voters can then clearly see
who is funding whom and judge that
relationship for themselves. And if
support ever crosses the line into il-
legal conduct, it should be aggres-
sively investigated, prosecuted and
punished.

Congress and the courts should
continue moving political spending
back to candidates. For decades, law-
makers have responded to the flaws
in our political system by layering on
new campaign-finance restrictions. It
is time to recognize that instead of
solving problems, those rules cre-
ated new ones.

Mr. Kay is a pollster at the Repub-
lican consulting firm OnMessage Inc.

Misguided laws direct
money to outside groups,
which find ugly messages
easier than positive ones.
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False Unanimity at the National Academies

W hen the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering
and Medicine speak, Ameri-

cans assume they are hearing from
thousands of the country’s most ac-
complished researchers. That isn’t
always true.

The academies released a report
on July 16 asserting that specific ex-
treme weather events can be tied to
greenhouse gas emissions. Media
coverage treated the report as the
collective judgment of more than
8,400 members—each elected for a
lifetime of distinguished achieve-
ment. The report itself reinforces
that impression, declaring that it
“represents the position of the Na-
tional Academies.”

But look who actually wrote it.
Of the 14 report authors, only one is
a National Academies member. Of
the 14 reviewers, only one is a
member. Only one of the two people
overseeing the review process is a
member. The report states that re-
viewers “were not asked to endorse
the conclusions or recommenda-
tions . . . nor did they see the final
draft before its release.” There is no
indication that more than a few
academies members even saw the
report before it was released.

The National Academies’ institu-
tional seal is being used to bless the
conclusions of a small committee,
not the thousands of researchers
whose prestige gives that seal its
weight.

That isn’t a fluke. It is how the
system works, as I know from six
years as chairman of an academies
oversight committee. The National
Academies are really four entities
under a single brand. Three of these

are the honorific academies, with
elected membership earned, perma-
nent and under no obligation to pro-
duce reports. The fourth is the Na-
tional Research Council, a staff-run
operation that solicits studies, re-
cruits committees and produces re-
ports. Academies members oversee
the process at a high level, but day-
to-day decisions are made by non-
member staff and outside experts.

For routine topics—asphalt com-
position, poultry nutrition, aircraft
cabin temperatures—this distinc-
tion is less important. There is lit-
tle controversy and limited public
consequence.

Weather attribution, on the other
hand, is at the center of a live, con-
sequential policy debate. Decisively
linking extreme weather to emis-
sions would bolster billion-dollar
tort claims. But the science itself is
contested: Attributing a specific
storm or heat wave to emissions re-
quires disentangling human influ-

ence from natural variability in in-
herently chaotic systems.

On a topic like this, placing a
committee’s judgment on the acade-
mies’ institutional letterhead isn’t
neutral. It launders a contestable

conclusion into the apparent consen-
sus of thousands of elite research-
ers—a consensus that was never so-
licited, debated or explicitly
endorsed.

The fix consists of two simple
steps. First, be honest with readers.
Every report should carry a dis-
claimer—for example, “While this re-
port has been endorsed by National
Academies leadership, it has not
been endorsed, or even reviewed, by

the academies’ membership at
large.” This would prevent the public
from mistaking a committee’s view
for membership consensus.

Second, let academies members
speak. Create a members-only forum
where they can publicly comment on
a report after its release. The report
wouldn’t be reopened or delayed—
but for the first time, the public
would see whether the “position of
the National Academies” reflects the
range of members’ views, or only
those of the 14 people who happened
to be on the committee.

If the academies want to speak
with the authority of thousands,
they should let those thousands be
heard.

Mr. Koonin, a senior fellow at the
Hoover Institution, is a National
Academy of Sciences member and
chaired the NRC Divisional Commit-
tee for Engineering and Physical Sci-
ences from 2014 to 2019.

By Steven E. Koonin

A climate report spins an
illusion of elite scientific
consensus.

Give John Adams His Place on the Mall

W e recently marked the 250th
anniversary of July 4, 1776.
But urgent unfinished busi-

ness remains. Our independence
might never have been won without
John and Abigail Adams. Aug. 2
marked 250 years since John Adams
signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. He knew that in signing, he
was risking his life and the lives of
his family.

Thomas Jefferson called John Ad-
ams “the Colossus of Independence.”
Abigail Adams, a brilliant political

thinker, advocate for women’s edu-
cation and shrewd businesswoman,
was her husband’s closest confidante
and adviser. Yet while there are
monuments in the nation’s capital
for Washington and Jefferson, there
is no memorial to the Adamses.
There should be.

The Senate should pass the bipar-
tisan Adams Memorial-Great Ameri-
can Heroes Act, which passed the
House unanimously in December. In
July, the Senate Subcommittee on
National Parks heard the bill, which
would reauthorize the Adams Memo-
rial Commission, tasked with build-
ing the memorial, through December
2032. It specifies a location for the
memorial just south of the White
House. The site is fitting, since John
and Abigail were the White House’s
first residents.

John Adams rose to prominence
in 1770 by courageously defending
British soldiers charged in the Bos-
ton Massacre. He insisted on the
rule of law and a fair trial even
when public sentiment opposed him.
He was the leading voice for inde-
pendence in the Continental Con-
gress. Adams recommended that Jef-
ferson draft the Declaration of
Independence. He served as the first
vice president and second president
and set the precedent for the peace-
ful transfer of power to a member of
a rival political party—Jefferson.

Congress formed the Adams Me-

morial Commission in 2019. A major-
ity of the commissioners, including
me, were appointed by December
2023 and got to work. But the effort
will stall if Congress doesn’t extend
our timeline, which originally ex-
pired in December 2025.

Historian David McCullough de-
scribed the current oversight
bluntly: “There is no memorial, no
statue in his honor in our nation’s
capital, and to me that is absolutely
inexcusable. It’s long past time when
we should recognize what he did,
and who he was.”

The Senate can meet Mc-
Cullough’s challenge. John Adams
was neither a Republican nor a Dem-
ocrat. He was an American patriot.
At a time when much of our politics
has become partisan, this bipartisan
bill offers a unifying win for the
country.

Let us finish this work so that fu-
ture generations standing before an
Adams memorial can appreciate the
full measure of the family’s contri-
butions to America’s independence,
our Constitution, our diplomacy and
our commitment to liberty under
law.

Ms. Cushman is chairman of the
Adams Memorial Commission and
president of the Adams Memorial
Foundation. She is co-author with
her father, Newt Gingrich, of “5 Prin-
ciples for a Successful Life.”

By Jackie Cushman
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OPINION

TOTAL ECLIPSE 
GIVES SCIENTISTS 
CHANCE TO PROBE 
SUN’S MYSTERIES
FREDERIC BOURIGAULT AND
DANIEL LAWLER

Scientists plan to use a total solar eclipse that will 
be visible in Spain next week as a rare chance to 
learn more about the stormy, unpredictable nature 
of our star. When the Moon blots out the Sun on 
August 12, teams will leap into action studying its 
magnetic field, atmosphere and furious weather 
that sometimes causes disruptions back here on 
Earth. There is a long history of using eclipses 
to make scientific breakthroughs. It was while 
watching an eclipse on May 29, 1919, on the West 
African island of Principe that British astronomer 
Arthur Eddington confirmed Albert Einstein’s 
theory of relativity.

He achieved this by observing the effect of a 
light-bending phenomenon called gravitational 
lensing on stars that became visible while the Sun’s 
dazzling light was obscured.

More than a century later, scientists will watch 
a total solar eclipse lasting one minute and 40 
seconds appear across a swathe of northern 
Spain next week. “Our work aims to understand 
the physical mechanisms underlying the Sun’s 
activity,” Allan Sacha Brun, an astrophysicist at 
France’s Atomic Energy Commission (CEA), said.

Every day, specialists are working on models 
aiming to explain solar activity, allowing 
them “to put the Sun back into context within 
its evolutionary timeline, from its birth to its 
death,” he added. The Sun is constantly spewing 
out matter and charged particles, sometimes 
unleashing full-blown solar storms that shoot out 
giant explosions of plasma and other matter.

When these materials slam into Earth’s 
magnetic shield, they can knock out satellites, 
threaten astronauts and create colourful auroras 
in the skies of northern and southern latitudes.

“These phenomena follow a regular cycle, 
peaking every 11 years,” Brun said. “In 2024, the 
Sun reached the peak of its 25th cycle.”

Next week, CEA scientists will focus on the Sun’s 
corona, the outermost layer of its atmosphere.

“We’re incredibly lucky: the Moon is 400 times 
smaller than the Sun – but it’s also 400 times 
closer to us,” Brun said. This coincidence means 
the Moon blocks out the Sun’s light, but still lets 
scientists see what is happening in its atmosphere.

The Sun’s corona extends out for 10 million 
kilometres and is a million times less intense than 
its surface, which is called the photosphere. But 
the corona can still reach up to two million degrees 
Celsius. — AFP

5 myths about abuse that 
put children at great risk

BEFORE 
EVERY mountain, there 
is the private arithmetic 
of what can be carried. 
Crampons, ice axe, 
ascender, down mitts: 

each must justify its weight. Higher up, excess 
becomes consequence. And yet the heaviest 
things arrive without being packed: the 
names we have been given, the selves we have 
learned to perform and the opinions of people 
who will never climb beside us. A mountain 
measures its height in meters. The person 
climbing it measures the same distance in 
what she leaves behind.

At base camp, the subtraction is physical. 
A tent zip becomes a door; wind against 
nylon keeps the clock. Higher, food is a 
negotiation with the body; sleep breaks into 
hours that never meet; warmth retreats into 
your gloves. Sentences spend oxygen, leaving 
only necessary words. Company becomes a 
headlamp, footsteps behind you and a hand 
upon your shoulder. Comfort goes, then 
vanity and language, until the need to be 
understood falls away.

Eventually, even the audience cannot 
follow. There is no mirror, yet everything 
reflects you: ranges beyond sight, clouds 
beneath your feet, sunrise spilling over a 
world older than your name. God’s creation 

looks back, revealing both your smallness 
and a self found nowhere else. Your body 
wears every layer it owns, yet your soul 
stands naked and bare.

When Khalid al Siyabi, the first Omani to 
reach Everest, introduced me to Nadhira, 
mountains became our shared language. I 
told her that climbing was my meditation. 
She nodded, smiling in agreement and we 
simply clicked. 

She told me about Kilimanjaro; altitude 
sickness turned her back, but she wanted 
to climb it again. I gave her Damavand and 
the snowstorm that sent us down. We found 
solace in the attempts; a mountain can 
refuse its summit and still return something 
essential.

Since Broad Peak, I have been awake into 
the early hours, slowly becoming a keyboard 
warrior. The screen gives grief something to 
do: correct this fact, answer that stranger, 
refuse the sentence reducing her life to 
whether she should have gone. Grief, unable 
to change what happened on the mountain, 
has been trying to change what is said about 
it, keeping other people’s conclusions from 
standing as the last words spoken about her. 
Setting the record straight was the last loyalty 
available to me.

Perhaps I persist because Nadhira once 

Nadhira and the arithmetic of ascent
entered the noise for me. Years ago, during 
a live feed, I urged girls to name their 
accomplishments; years in male-dominated 
fields had taught me how easily women’s 
work is taken for granted. The comments 
recast purpose as competition, a chase for 
fame and an obsession with titles. Nadhira 
understood what they had missed and wrote: 
“The idea we must be rid of once and for 
all is other people’s opinion of what we do, 
especially in the fields where our presence is 
not expected. There are many girls who need 
to hear from you.” 

Her first sentence released me from the 
chorus; her second turned that freedom into 
a responsibility. She once stood in a comment 
section for me and I have spent this week 
standing in one for her.

Yesterday, on the third day of her funeral, 
Nadhira’s name travelled from mouth to 
mouth in prayer. Here was an ascent no 
mountain could measure, love lifting what 
grief could no longer hold. I believe those 
prayers know their way towards heaven, that 
the distance between the living and the dead 
belongs only to time and that reunion waits 
beyond it.

Until then, her words remain my 
instruction: “There are many girls who need 
to hear you.”

WHEN 
PEOPLE hear the 
phrase child abuse, 
they often imagine 
severe physical 
violence or abuse. 

While these are undoubtedly 
serious forms of maltreatment, 
they represent only part of the 
picture. Every day, many children 
experience neglect, emotional abuse 
or repeated physical punishment 
that goes unnoticed because of 
misconceptions deeply rooted in our 
communities.

These misconceptions do more 
than shape opinions; they delay 
recognition, discourage reporting 
and leave vulnerable children 
without the protection they need. 
Here are five common myths that 
deserve to be challenged.

Myth 1: Child abuse only refers to 
physical abuse

One of the most widespread 
misconceptions is that child abuse is 
synonymous with physical abuse. As 
a result, physical abuse, emotional 
abuse and neglect often receive less 
attention despite their profound 
consequences.

Research consistently shows that 
all forms of child maltreatment can 
have lifelong effects, increasing 
the risk of depression, anxiety, 
chronic diseases, poor academic 
achievement and difficulties in 
forming healthy relationships. A 
child does not have to suffer the 
abuse to experience serious and 
lasting harm.

Myth 2: Child abuse only happens in 
disadvantaged families

Many people assume that abuse 
occurs mainly in low-income or 
socially disadvantaged households. 
This belief is misleading and 
potentially dangerous.

Child abuse can occur in families 
of every socioeconomic background. 
In fact, studies suggest that cases 
involving affluent families may be 
less likely to be identified or reported 

because professionals or community 
members hesitate to question 
families with higher social status or 
influence. Every child deserves the 
same level of protection, regardless 
of their family’s income, education or 
reputation.

Myth 3: If a child is being abused, 
they will tell someone

This is perhaps one of the most 
damaging myths.

Many children never disclose 
physical abuse or they do so only 
after months or years. Fear, shame, 
guilt, loyalty to family members and 
concern about not being believed 
often prevent children from speaking 
out. Younger children may lack 
the language to explain what has 
happened, while adolescents may 
worry about the consequences for 
themselves or their families.

Silence should never be 
interpreted as evidence that abuse 
has not occurred.

Myth 4: Physical punishment is 
simply part of good parenting.

In many cultures, physical 
punishment is still viewed as 
an acceptable way to discipline 
children. However, decades of 
research have shown that corporal 
punishment does not improve 
long-term behaviour. Instead, 
it is associated with increased 

aggression, poorer mental health and 
weaker parent-child relationships.

Positive discipline is not about 
being permissive; it is about setting 
clear boundaries while treating 
children with dignity and respect. 
Protecting children and teaching 
them appropriate behaviour are 
goals that can—and should—go hand 
in hand.

Myth 5: Reporting child abuse is 
interfering in family matters.

Some people hesitate to report 
suspected abuse because they believe 
family issues should remain private. 
Others worry about damaging 
relationships or making the 
situation worse. In reality, reporting 
suspected abuse is not about judging 
families—it is about protecting 
children. Early intervention can 
prevent repeated harm, connect 
families with appropriate support 
services and ultimately improve 
outcomes for both children and 
care-givers. Remaining silent may 
unintentionally allow abuse to 
continue.

A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY
Protecting children is not solely the 
responsibility of child protection 
agencies. Parents, teachers, 
healthcare professionals, social 
workers, neighbours and the wider 
community all play an essential role 
in recognising warning signs and 
ensuring that children receive help 
when they need it. The first step 
toward better protection is replacing 
myths with evidence. When 
communities understand that abuse 
can take many forms, occur in any 
family and often remains hidden, 
they become better equipped to act.

Every child deserves to grow up 
in a safe, supportive environment. 
By challenging misconceptions and 
promoting informed action, we can 
move closer to a society where no 
child suffers in silence and every 
child has the opportunity to thrive.

DR ZEINAB 
AL AZRI

The writer is 
Assistant Professor, 
College of Nursing, 
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Nadhira understood 
what they had 
missed and wrote: 
“The idea we must 
be rid of once and 
for all is other 
people’s opinion 
of what we do, 
especially in the 
fields where our 
presence is not 
expected. There are 
many girls who 
need to hear from 
you.”

When communities 
understand that 
abuse can take 
many forms, 
occur in any 

family and often 
remains hidden, 

they become better 
equipped to act.
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OPINION

FACTORIES SHED 
WORKERS IN 
BANGLADESH 
GARMENT SECTOR
SHEIKH SABIHA ALAM

Garment worker Mosammat Aklima found out 
in a text message that she had become one of 
thousands laid off in the latest wave of cuts to hit 
Bangladesh’s once-booming export industry.

The news appearing on her mobile that July 
evening confirmed the end of her eight years’ 
employment at Lithe Garments factory, a 
major manufacturer in the country’s industrial 
heartland.        

She was among 3,000 people laid off in one 
go, a sign of the industry’s struggle with slowing 
exports, weak customer demand and stiff 
competition from rivals India and Vietnam.

“I am three months pregnant now. It is not 
possible to find a new job”, said Aklima, 27. “I will 
now dip into my savings, borrow some money. I 
don’t know what’s next”, she said in the garment 
hub of Gazipur.

Aklima earned $250 a month, roughly 
matching the income of her husband, who works 
at another garment factory.

With her redundancy, their son and elderly 
parents must now rely on a single wage. The layoffs 
are part of a wider downturn in an industry that 
accounts for around 80 per cent of Bangladesh’s 
export earnings.

About 400 of the roughly 4,000 apparel factories 
in the country have shut over the past two years, 
eliminating tens of thousands of jobs, according 
to the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association.

Some of them had to shut down because they 
could not survive with exports declining in the 
“highly competitive” global market, BGMEA 
president Mahmudul Hasan Babu said.

The closures have fuelled concern over the future 
of a sector that employs more than 4.5 million 
people, most of them women.

While US tariffs are similar for apparel 
exporters across Asia, analysts say Bangladesh 
faces a greater challenge in Europe, its largest 
market, where India and Vietnam have gained 
ground through free-trade agreements.

The pressure could intensify as Bangladesh is 
set to lose the duty-free preferential market access 
it enjoys in Europe and other countries because its 
status as a least-developed country is scheduled to 
expire in 2029.

“If Bangladesh fails to strike free-trade 
agreements after the end of the preferential 
trade regime, the country may risk losing 
competitiveness”, said Dhaka University professor 
Selim Raihan.

European Union apparel imports fell during 
the first five months of the year, with those from 
Bangladesh recording the sharpest decline among 
major suppliers, Eurostat data shows. — AFP

Reading Sabteh-Ceuta 
through Camus

KILLING 
one piece at a time, the 
terrible downfall of 
reporting on real events. 
Country after country 
is tightening its rules on 

what can be said about events, history, leaders, 
political difficulties, or financial situations.

Global freedom of expression is facing 
a significant decline as governments 
increasingly criminalise independent 
reporting, promote content removal to 
suppress unflattering narratives and penalise 
independent speech under the pretext of 
combating misinformation.

Real-world insights are increasingly subject 
to approval and monitoring by artificial 
intelligence. Comedy, literature, photographs, 
films, news and editorials are all under 
scrutiny. 

Under the guise of defending society, 
intellectual radicalism thrives. It grows by 
employing the language of public welfare, 
safety and protection. 

It is widely recognised that governments 
impose restrictions on writers, artists and 
influencers mainly to control narratives. 
The stifling of creativity occurs when 
people limit themselves to information 
already tailored for public consumption.  
Within a communication-controlled social 
construction, critical thinking is constrained 
by a pre-approved framework.

This phenomenon parallels the way 
political, economic and religious systems are 
socially constructed. It has become audacious 
for writers to explore and represent current 

sentiments and concerns as intellectual 
friction diminishes. Critical thinking fails 
when intellectual friction is eliminated, or 
opposing viewpoints are discouraged. 

Critical thinking depends on the ability to 
ask questions freely and it is effective only 
when individuals feel empowered to inquire. 
The prevalence of information overload, the 
existence of social media echo chambers and 
educational systems that favour memorisation 
contribute to a culture of compliance.

Lost in thought, I reflect on the impact of 
literary figures like Victor Hugo, Émile Zola and 
Honoré de Balzac. They were accomplished 
poets, journalists and novelists, whose 
celebrated works, such as ‘Les Misérables’, ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre-Dame’ and ‘The Human 
Comedy’ (among others), map out the birth 
of modern capitalism, the rise of influencer 
culture, debt and speculative bubbles.

Their works mirror issues related to 
economic inequality, institutional corruption 
and flaws within legal frameworks. 

The societal observations of Hugo, Zola and 
Balzac offer valuable insights for analysing the 
challenges we face.

There is a decline in intellectual 
engagement. Societal apathy is on the rise. 
Social ills are dusted off, coinciding with 
the decline of investigative journalism and 
the erosion of whistleblowing frameworks. 
Journalists avoid hard questions!

Scholarly research reveals a growing 
trend of censorship from technical, legal and 
political viewpoints. Concerns about national 
security and cybersecurity are often used to 

Censorship and echo chamber effects
justify heightened control, especially over 
social media platforms.

The dynamics of ‘civic-guise’ censorship 
manifest through various patterns, often 
justified by a perceived moral duty to protect 
the public from misinformation, hate speech 
and radicalisation.

Within an overall scenario, governments 
are tightening censorship of real-world 
events by exploiting geopolitical conflicts and 
technological regulations. 

Narratives are being crafted to fit frames of 
influence, the right to choose and perceived 
existential threats.

According to Reporters Without Borders, 
authorities worldwide are transitioning from 
simply blocking websites to implementing 
deep infrastructure control, engaging in 
aggressive surveillance and imposing criminal 
penalties for online speech.

The situation in the Middle East and 
Gulf countries is deteriorating rapidly, with 
pre-publication review rules that prevent 
journalists and individuals from sharing 
alleged sensitive photos, videos and other 
content. Censorship rewards mediocrity by 
favouring predictable ideas over innovative 
ones. It fosters echo chambers in which 
intellectuals engage only with approved or 
socially safe opinions to avoid punishment. 
And so, self-censorship increases and citizens 
lose their ability to read with comprehension, 
analyse and debate. 

When individuals lose trust in mainstream 
channels, they often retreat into online echo 
chambers.

THE 
DEFINING feature of 
contemporary geopolitics 
is no longer power. It is 
paradox. Wars continue 
without decisive victories. 

Allies increasingly compete while 
rivals quietly cooperate. Migration 
has become both a humanitarian 
tragedy and an instrument of 
statecraft. Security, energy and 
trade now overlap in ways that defy 
traditional geopolitical categories. 
In such a world, Albert Camus’s 
philosophy of the absurd offers an 
unexpectedly powerful guide to 
understanding international affairs.

The recent Morocco-Spain 
standoff over Sabteh-Ceuta is a case 
in point. It is often portrayed as a 
dispute over migration, sovereignty 
or border security. It is all of these. 
But at a deeper level it is a tragedy 
of geography — one that exposes the 
limits of ideology and the enduring 
tension between power, justice and 
human dignity.

Born in Algeria, Camus belonged 
to both Europe and North Africa, 
yet fully to neither. He experienced 
colonialism, the struggle for 
independence and the violence that 
accompanied both. Unlike many 
of his contemporaries, he refused 
ideological certainty. He distrusted 
every political cause that demanded 
human lives in the name of historical 
justice.

His often-misunderstood remark 
during the Algerian War still 
resonates: “Between justice and my 
mother, I choose my mother”. It was 
not a rejection of justice. It was a 
rejection of abstract justice when it 
ceases to recognise human reality.

Sabteh-Ceuta embodies precisely 
this dilemma.

Spain invokes sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and European 
law. Morocco invokes history, 
decolonisation and territorial justice. 
The European Union prioritises 
border security. Migrants seek 
dignity, safety and opportunity. 
Each position contains truth. None 
contains the whole truth.

Camus would urge us to resist 
turning this complexity into a 

contest of heroes and villains.
His philosophy begins with what 

he called the absurd: the collision 
between humanity’s search for 
certainty and a world that refuses to 
provide it. Geopolitics often unfolds 
in much the same way.

Geography is indifferent. 
The Mediterranean does not 
recognise political maps. It neither 
distinguishes Europe from Africa 
nor chooses between competing 
historical claims. Those are political 
constructions imposed upon an 
indifferent landscape.

Sabteh-Ceuta is therefore less an 
anomaly than a geopolitical paradox. 
A European city stands on African 
soil. A colonial legacy coexists with 
contemporary international law. A 
humanitarian corridor doubles as 
a security frontier. A local border 
incident reverberates through 
Brussels, Washington and Nato 
headquarters. These contradictions 
cannot be permanently resolved. 
They can only be managed.

Camus also warned against 
ideologies claiming to possess final 
answers. Whether colonialism, 
revolutionary violence or totalitarian 
politics, he believed certainty often 
becomes the enemy of humanity.

That warning remains remarkably 
relevant. To portray Morocco as 
entirely justified ignores Spain’s 
legitimate security concerns. To 
portray Spain as entirely justified 
overlooks the unresolved historical 
questions surrounding Sabteh-Ceuta 
and Melilla. To reduce migration 
solely to border enforcement ignores 
the human desperation that compels 
people to risk everything for a better 
future. Each narrative illuminates 
one part of reality while obscuring 
another.

Here Camus unexpectedly 
converges with realpolitik. Both 
reject comforting illusions. 
Realpolitik rejects moral illusions 
about power; Camus rejects 
philosophical illusions about 
certainty. Together they remind 
us that sound statecraft begins 
by seeing the world as it is before 
imagining what it ought to become.

The Sabteh-Ceuta episode also 
cannot be understood in isolation 
from the wider transformation of the 
Mediterranean. 

Perhaps the deepest lesson of 
Sabteh-Ceuta is one that both Camus 
and geopolitics recognise.

Morocco and Spain are not 
merely neighbours; they are 
partners condemned by geography 
to cooperate. Trade binds 
them. Migration binds them. 
Counterterrorism binds them. 
Energy increasingly binds them. 
Even their disagreements bind them. 
Neither can escape the other. The 
challenge, therefore, is not to prevail 
over one’s neighbour but to manage 
an enduring relationship shaped by 
geography and sustained by mutual 
dependence.

There is also a broader lesson 
for middle powers. Oman offers 
one illustration. For more than half 
a century, Omani diplomacy has 
sought to convert strategic geography 
into strategic trust. Rather than 
treating leverage as an instrument 
of coercion, Muscat has generally 
used it to preserve dialogue, facilitate 
communication and reduce regional 
tensions. Whether one agrees with 
every policy or not, the broader 
principle is worth noting: influence 
becomes more durable when it is 
associated with predictability rather 
than pressure.

Camus believed that wisdom 
begins by accepting the world as 
it is rather than as we wish it to 
be. Geography has made Morocco 
and Spain permanent neighbours; 
history has made them uneasy 
partners. Neither reality can be 
changed. The challenge is to manage 
both with restraint, imagination and 
humility.

Ultimately, the lesson of Sabteh-
Ceuta is not that power triumphs 
over morality, or morality over 
power. It is that enduring statecraft 
requires both. In an international 
order increasingly defined by 
paradox rather than certainty, 
that may be Albert Camus’s most 
enduring contribution to the study of 
geopolitics.

The stifling of 
creativity occurs 

when people 
limit themselves 
to information 

already tailored for 
public consumption

The recent 
Morocco-Spain 
standoff over 

Sabteh-Ceuta is 
a case in point. It 
is often portrayed 

as a dispute 
over migration, 
sovereignty or 
border security
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