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The Arpu conundrum

Telcos need to be prudent about tariff hikes so that
they don’t end up hurting rather than helping

ELIANCE JIO AND Bharti Airtel have both quietly raised tariffs,

not through a headline hike but by tinkering their entry-level

plans, removing the lowest packs and pushing customers to

higher-priced recharges. Jio took the lead last month by discon-
tinuingits ¥249 plan that offered 1 GB perdayfor 28 days. The newbase plan
nowstartsat¥299,with 1.5 GB perday.Airtel followed within days,scrapping
itsown ¥249 pack that gave 1 GB perdayfor 24 days, repositioningits entry-
level offerings closer to the ¥299-319 range.On the surface, this maylooklike
aminoradj but theimplicatior gnificant. Forsubscribers, thi
means paying 17-20% more per month for basicaccess. The option of low-
cost,short-durationdata packsis gone, leaving budget-conscious userswith
little choice butto spend more.Forthe operators, itisacleverwaytoliftaver-
age revenue per user (Arpu) without officially announcing a hike. This also
prepares the ground for the next full-fledged tariff increase—the last head-
line hike happenedin 2024.

To understand why operators are pushing tariffs upward, the bigger pic-
tureneeds to beunderstood.Foryears,growthin telecom came fromadding
new subscribers.Airtel, for instance, saw high single- to double-digit subsc-
ribergrowth until 2018,evenasits revenues expanded steadily. Then Jioen-
teredin 2016,upended theindustrywith rock-bottom pricing,and grabbed
sharefrom incumbents.Airtel’s growth slowed, Vodafone Ideawentinto de-
cline,and the overall industry shrank forawhile, But since 2020, the picture
has changed. Airtel’s revenues have rebounded strongly despite subscriber
losses. Jio, too, continues to grow, though at a slower pace now that the low-
hanging fruitis gone.Vod Idea, 'hile,has keptlosing ground, but
evenitsdeclineis tapering. At tt tylevel, the subscriberbasel
tially plateaued since 2017.Jio and Airtel cannot expand much further by
poaching fromweaker players because there are hardly any left to acquire.

Thisisthe cruxof the problem.With subscribergrowthlargelyexhausted,
the only lever operators have left to grow revenues is tariff hikes. The ques-
tion,however,iswhethermost consumers canactuallyafford it.According to
the household expenditure survey data for FY24, on average, only 5.2% of
household spending goes to consumer services (excluding conveyance),
whichincludestelecom.Thistranslates tojust 216 permonthinruralareas
and 3400 inurban areas.

The gap betweenwhat operators want and what consumers canafford is
starklyvisible in usage patterns. For instance, Vodafone Idea’s Arpu is ¥177,
but its prepaid Arpu is only ¥166, far below the cost of a full monthly plan.
Many users recharge for shorter validity or lower data allowances because
they simply cannot stretch their budgets. They are already consuming tele-
comservicesat the edge of affordability. This is where the risk lies foropera-
tors. Tariff hikes may be essential for their business models, but if they push
too hard consumers w1]1 [espond by cutting back. They may reduce data
usage,dc Irecharges,ordropsecondary SIMsaltogether.
The result could be that revenues do not rise as much as expected, orworse,
they could even fall. If operators misjudge the fine balance, tariff hikes may
end up hurting rather than helping their long-term revenues.

America's wind crusade
hands mdustry to China

INALMOSTEVERY areaofthy Q) China.Wind
power,where the People’s ill has less than half heglobal market,isarare
exception. President Donald ’l\'u.mp is doing his best to change that.

The administration last month cancelled an Orsted A/S project off the coast of
Rhode Island that’s 80% complete and large enough to power 350,000 homes. It’s
also working to stop a project off Maryland, roughly twice the size and due to begin
construction nextyear.Athird offshore from New York: fora
month Ld.lul_l thisyear torestartit. On his first day in office,

i dexcludk from

Tr [l leas |nanf(hEUSsEBbed
the guvemment ‘s definition of “energy”.

The sector! this remal:kablywelj_with the exception
of Orsted, deeper:

shares in all the major players in Europe and the US have risen since his election.
Nordex SE and Vestas Wind Systems A/S have gained 64% and 9.8%, respectively,
while GE Vemova lnc and Sxemeus Energy AG have doubled —buoyed, in the latter
two cases, it
That shouldn't be too surprising. The eugmeermg firms, utilities,and turbine
manufacturers that constit: industryspread their
numerous markets and have order’ hooks stretching years into the future, Trump’s
crusade against offshore wind in the US—a relatively marginal market, even under
President Biden—isn’t sufficient to deal a du'ect lclJler blow.It’s the indirect damage
that’smoreworrying. That” when Cl
which for many years have struggled to compete outside their home market, are
finally on the brink of breaking through. By weakening the US and European wind
industry at such a critical time, Trump may guarantee
that developed economies lose their early lead in wind
poweras decisively as they did with solar energy, batter-
1es,and e|ectnc cars.
firms and manufacturers of costly equip

Y NOW, EVERYONE

knows that Donald

Trump is fond of tariffs,

which he claims is the

most beautiful word in
the dictionary. He even frequentlyuses
the threat of tariffs as a negotiation
tactic. However, many economists
might disagree with Trump. Forget
about Adam Smith; there was a certain
Milton Friedman in the recent past
whovehemently opposed tariffs,argu-
ing that free trade would boost eco-
nomicgrowth,reduce consumer costs,
and foster innovation and competi-
tion. Even modern stalwarts like Paul
Krugman and Joseph Stiglitz would
oppose tariffs.

Who cares, though? As the world is
trembling due to Trump’s tariffs, what
impact would these have on American
consumers, then? Undoubtedly, a tar-
iff is a protective measure. However,a
country cannot achieve self-reliance
overnight.And tariffs“protect the con-
sumer very well against one thing”,as
Friedman stated. “It protects the con-
sumer against low prices.” There will
inevitably be a price hike in the coun-
try that imposes tariffs.

While India and other countries are
experiencing shocks as a result of
unfairly high US tariffs, American
Marxian economist Richard Wolff
recently claimed that the US is posi-
tioning itself as the “world’s tough
guy”against India, but it’s only shoot-
ing itself in the foot by pushing the
BRICS as an economic alternative to
the West. He compared the US direc-
tives to a mouse striking an elephant
withits fist.

Indeed, startling US government
datareleased onAugust 1 revealed that
the country's employment growth has
slowed significantly over the preced-
ing three months, which could very
well be a result of these tariffs. How-
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@ COSTING CONSUMERS
WITH THE 2026 MID-TERM ELECTION APPROACHING, WILL TRUMP FINALLY FEEL THE HEAT AND TAKE ACTION?

American tariff shock

ATANU BISWAS

Professor of Statistics, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata

ever, Trump didn’t agree with the data,
and he fired the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics head. Simple.

Naturally, someone has to pay the
price when tariffs are added to a large
number of imported goods in the US.
However,who will? Trump claims that
foreign countries and companies are
bearing the burden. However, data
indicates that the tariffs imposed by
the Trump administration as its pre-

chief economist Jan Hatzius, estimated
thatbyJune, US consumershad absorbed
22% of tariff costs, but that share was
expected torise to 67% by October. Gold-
man Sachs predicts that the core personal
consumption expenditure index, one of
theFed’s preferred indicatorsofinflation,
would reach 3.2% year-on-year in
December (whichwas 2.8%in December
2024). Economists at Goldman Sachs
predicted that consumers would ulti-

ferred policy toolare cost- mately bear roughly 70%
ing American of the direct costs of the
and businesses money. According to an SBI tariffs, and that if the

Goldman Sachs fore-
casted in early July that
theeffects of Trump’s tar-
iffs would begin to show
in US earnings. The fore-
cast, of course, didn’t sit
well with Trump. Gold-
man Sachs economist
David Mericle stated that
the company was com-
mitted to the contentious
prediction that tariffs will
start to affect consumer
wallets, despite President

analysis, the new
levies could reduce
US GDP growth by
40-50 basis points,
and inflationary
pressures will

spillover effects of domes-
ticproducers raising their
prices—whichhasalready
happened and is pre-
dicted to continue—are
taken into account, the
total could reach 100%.
An  enraged Trump

P ly
as a result of rising
input costs and a
weaker dollar
P ——

quickly d ded that
the investment giant dis-
miss its chief economist
or “just focus on being a
DJ". However, despite
Trump’s fury, Goldman

Trump’s scathing criti-
cism. “Eventually, by the fall, we esti-
mate that consumers would bear
about two-thirds of the cost” from tar-
iffs, Mericle said.

Then,. accordmg toarecent Goldman
Sac raiseprice
and progressively transfer the cost to cus-
tomers.Inareportreleased on August 10,
Goldman Sachsanalysts,led bythebank’s

stuck to its analysis.

Tariff-driven price increases are a
slow boil fora number of reasons: Tar-
iffs are lower than most people had
expected; businesses loaded up their
warehouses with pre-tariffed goods;
Trump’s erraticapproach to tariffs has
prevented the majority of them from
taking effect for months, and many
items are exempt (at least for the time

@ INDIA-EU PARTNERSHIP

Union external affairs minister S Jaishankar

We're also seeing a lot of volatility on the global
economic landscape, and | think together, they
make a very powerful case for India and the
European Union and India and Germany to

Q ‘work much more closely with each other

being); higher costs have been split by
entities along the supply chain, reduc-
ing the impact on the retail store. Tar-
iffs usually take several months to per-
meate business supply chains and
appear in the prices that customers
pay at retail establishments.

still, the cost of some imports that
the US significantly depends on, such
assporting goods, tools, linens, house-
hold furnishings, and toys, has
increased, according to recent Con-
sumer Price Index inflation figures.
According to newly-released research
by Harvard Business School professor
Alberto Cavallo and colleagues, as of
August 8,domestically produced goods
are running 3% higher and imported
goods are costing 5% more than pre-
tariff trends indicated, albeit slowly.“A
year from now, maybe two years from
now,we’ll notice that consumers ended
up paying a significant amount of the
tariffs even if they didn’t notice the
increases right away,” he said.

Additionally, American firms sur-
veyed at the end of 2024 expected to
raise their pricing by 2.5% in the
upcoming year. The Atlanta Fed said
those projections jumped to 3.5% by
mid-May.According toa State Bank of
India analysis, the new levies could
reduce US GDP growth by 40-50 basis
points,and inflationary pressures will
probably increase as a result of rising
input costs and a weaker dollar.

Overall, Trump may deny any evi-
dence now, fire federal employees, or (at
least) request thatany private organisa-
tion fire its economist. However, it may
become increasingly harder to hide or
ignore as the scars of tariffs become
more noticeable in societyand the con-
sumermarket.With the 2026 mid-term
election approaching, will Trump
finally feel the heat and take action?
Even if he does, would it be too late for
both Trump and the US?

Volatility is here to stay

JAMAL MECKLAI

CEO, Mecklai Financial
www.mecklai.com

RBI must take a strong stand before the rupee hits, or even
threatens, 90 and brings a vision of ¥100 to the dollar, which
could further scare a skittish global investor community

ITIS Acliché thatin international rela-
tions there are no permanent friends,
only permanent interests; however,
Donald Trump’s rude style of opera-
tion is certain to set US interests back
foralong time, perhaps evena decade
ormore,

There are several analysts who con-
tend that his tariff attack on India is
really part of a broader game he is try-
ing with Russia. But he has clearly
pushed the wrong buttons there since
whatever he thinks he is offering Rus-
sia doesn’t seem to have any relation-
ship with what Putin really wants. In
any case, given his unpredictability,
none but the truly desperate would
reach out in response since he maywell
change his tune again.

This explains why India cannot—
and will not—give in to his bullying,
irrespective of the impact it has on our
which,while serious, will not

ment such ft tend t lend

i lowdebt.You only g ifyoucanwin
competitive tenders against rivals, meaning you have lit-
tle scope to fatten your profits. A solid balance sheet and

projec uncer
DAVID ngeorcancel fi
FICKLI NG ers gmt you have the track record: and cash flowto deliver,
hat

tof ‘Washing-

Bloomberg ton more insidious. Wind power companies have mostly
been able to reassure investors by pointing to their solid
—butwinning fresh togetharderastheyhave
toconserve capital to defend themselves against fresh salvus fmm theWhite House.
Highinterestrate: tariffs, inflation
already caused multiple tenders to collapse, with governments used to constantly
falling costs unwilling to accept increased prices. Germany last month joined Den-
markand the UKi i ffshore wind auction t no bids,and the Nether-
lands, Belgi d India have lled or put of f d lacklustre interest.
Mitsubishi Corp.last week pulled out of three projects it had alreadywon in Japan.
That offers an opportunity for China. Wlthout the mtensjfymg stop-start policy
chaos that has characterised richerc beenable tocounton
economies of scale. Wmd turbmes there are nowabout a third cheaperthan those

made in Europe, project have still
mostly! rmm local firmslike Vestas SlemensEnergy,andNurdex,
but their ingtocrack.The

ing theml eriouslyat using Chi bines, the ‘ouncilon For-
eign Relations wrote recently.

Astheindustry gears up forasurge in public tenders tomeet an expected growth
spurt in the early 2030s, China’s wind-turbine makers can count on a burgeoning

domestlc project pipeline, costs,and amore stablc ‘.lvu ye Rlvals
thel ingto fightfornew
patch hy White F g in the US,aregion that t.hey’d already

largelygwen uporLForsevam] years, ind powerhasbeen neroftheclean-
power ies still had a fighting chance. Thanks to
Trump, even that redoubtis crumbling.

break us. This is even though, ona pure
‘numbers basis, it may appear sensible
to give up $2-3 billion of gains (given
the currently sharply reduced discount
on Russian oil) in return for substantial
savings (of the order of $30-35 billion)
on potentially lost exports. Of course,
‘e may pile on the pressure, targeting
pharma or IT services next, and then
again, he may relent and come back to
the 25% tariff level. It’s shocking how
this now seems like it would be a rea-

sonably —score

wasacelebratory high 7.8%.And while

one forTrump sArt of the Deal!

To be sure, there will be a collateral
impact on our domestic politics, since
it is shining a laughing light on our
pretensions to being a global power,
highlighting the reality that being the
fourth (soon to be third) largest econ-
omy in the world is hardly relevant
when our GDP per capita—a more

itis true that the excellent numberwas
driven largely by the services sector,
which could become a red rag to the
Trump bull if he were singularly
focused on squeezing India down,
there’s no point worrying or respond-
ing in advance when the entire play is
built on so much uncertainty.

In any event, the Reserve Bank of

meaningful measure of
well-being—is a lowly
132nd. But, as always,
when we have our backs
to the wall, we are forced
to look hard at who we
are, who we wish to be,
and how we plan to
get there. Business as
usual is over.

The good news is that
our most significant eco-
nomic success over the

L]
As always, when we
have our backs to
the wall, we are
forced to look hard
at who we are, who
‘we wish to be, and
how we plan to get
there. Business as
usual is over

India (RBI) will need to
ensure that the rupee
doesn’t go into a major
slump. It has already
slipped to an all-time low
of 88,and market reports
suggest that the central
bank was not as active as
it had been in protecting
88 over the previous two
months. This makes sense
since it would be impor-
tant to retain as much

past few years has been

reserves ition as

maintaining the deficit

on a steady downward path; at 4.8%,
the Centre’s deficit, while high, is
“respectable”™—certainly S&P thinks so.
And although the target of 4.4% for
2025-26 will most certainly be
exceeded given the sudden structural
changes that we will need to imple-
ment, we will likely remain at a rea-
sonably creditworthy level. Again, the
GDPnumberijust reported forQ1FY26

THE EDITOR

Chip-powered future

Apropos of "More wafer work" (FE,
September 3), the Semicon India con-
ference highlighted India’s growing
ambition to become a major player in
the semiconductor industry. The PM
pointed out how India is steadily
moving beyond its earlier role of
providing support services to building
acomplete ecosystem for chip design
and manufacturing. With investments
already running into a 21 lakh crore,
international and domestic firms are
beginning to view India as a reliable
and competitive base for this high-

tech sector. At a time when several
advanced economies are grappling
with sluggish growth and inward-
looking policies, India’s steady
performance—clocking one of the
hlghest grcwth rates worldwide—
inits resili
The promise of further reforms aimed
ateasing investment and nurturing
innovation will strengthen this mom-
entum. The vision of chips being not
only made but also designed in India
reflects both self-reliance and global
integration. Semiconductors are at
the heart of modern technology, and
India's emergence in this space will

possible to support the
currency over the next year when
export receipts could possibly decline
by $30-35 billion. Nonetheless, it is
imperative that the RBI takes a strong
stand before the rupee hits—or even
threatens—90, bringing as it would a
vision of 100 rupees to the dollar,
which could scare the already skittish
global investor community.
To be sure, the RBI would be sup-

have a multiplier effect on employ-
ment, exports, and digital leadership.
—Vandana Chopra, Chandigarh

Inflection point

India's indigenisation of a 32-bit
microprocessor is an auspicious in-
flection point, signalling latent tech-
nological sovereignty in a domain
long monopolised by a handful of
global players. Yet, to remain confined
to back-end design and assembly
would reduce this breakthrough to
symbolism. The exigency lies in prop-
elling India into the rarefied orbit of
full-stack semiconductor nations—

ported in its efforts by the fact that
interest rates would not decline—and
may even rise—given the expectation
of somewhat higher inflation both
with the weaker currency and the
widening fiscal deficit since the gov-
ernment now has no choice but to
implement long overdue reforms in
health and nutrition, education (with
a particular focus on employability),
agriculture, and, as always, substan-
tively improving the ease of doing
business,where our last rank (in 2020,
before the World Bank discontinued it)
was 63rd out of 190 countries.

This could, of course, take a toll on
equities, which are already showing
signs of a funk with foreign portfolio
investors selling to where their share
of the market has fallen below that of
domestic institutional investors; on
the otherhand, the goodsand services
tax cut could certainly provide some
support tolocal investors,whose num-
ber hasrisen byarecord 22% (year-on-
year),a trend which shows no sign of
easingup.

Inany event, no prizes for guessing
that volatility will remain the name
of the game. And importantly, with
our backs against the wall, India will
need to rise with renewed vigouranda
clear focus on what we need to do to
genuinely earn the sobriquet of a
global player.

where advanced fabrication, process
innovation, and packaging converge
into strategic depth. The $18-billion
pipeline of projects may furnish scaff-
olding, but their fruition demands ac-
celerated execution, robust intellec-
tual property generation, and synergy
between academia, state policy, and
private capital. Unless India transcen-
ds its role as an ancillary design hub, it
risks forfeiting the window to emerge
asa decisive node in the recalibrating
semiconductor architecture.

—N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru
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Editor’s
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The Great Indian
Monsoon Deluge

Every monsoon the cities of India turn into lakes as
common people suffer; little is done to find a
permanent solution to deal with monsoon rains

This is yet another monsoon season when everybody is
cursing the rains, giving little thought to the fact that it is not
nature but ourselves to be blamed for our miseries. We
lament the rains in rainy season and as soon as monsoon
retreat we forget about it. From Delhi to Mumbai, Chennai to
Jaipur, the monsoon brings a recurring nightmare of
waterlogging, floods, and disease outbreaks.

This year, however, the situation has reached alarming
levels. In the capital, the Yamuna has surged past danger
levels, displacing over 10,000 people from low-lying areas.
The river was recorded at 206.4 metres this week, with
forecasts warning it could breach 207 metres. Instead of
long-term solutions, Delhi continues to rely on last-minute
evacuations and temporary shelters.

In Mumbai, the monsoon is synonymous with chaos.
Despite crores being spent on stormwater drainage upgrades
after the devastating 2005 deluge, the city still drowns with
every heavy downpour. Roads cave in, trains slow down to a
crawl, and flights are delayed. Experts blame rampant
construction, shrinki lands, and inadeq drainage.
The Mithi River, once a natural buffer against flooding, has
been choked by garbage and encroachments.

One of the most striking ironies of this monsoon is Jaipur,
a city better known for its arid climate, facing widespread
flooding. Heavy rainfall overwhelmed its fragile drainage
infrastructure, turning its heritage streets into streams.
Climate change is altering rainfall patterns, making desert
cities vulnerable to floods they were never designed to
withstand. This year, torrential rains once again submerged
vast swathes of Chennai. The infamous 2015 floods, which
killed hundreds and displaced thousands, were attributed to
poor urban planning and blocked waterways. A decade later,
little has changed. The common thread linking Delhi,
Mumbai, Jaipur, Chennai, and other cities is not just
excessive rain but poor planning. Encroachments on
riverbanks, destruction of wetlands, outdated drainage
systems, and unregulated construction have turned natural
rain into unnatural disasters. Relief camps, evacuations, and

y advisories dominate the resp while long-
term solutions gather dust in government files. To prevent
the Great Indian Deluge from becoming an annual tragedy,
India must rethink its urban planning and flood

Rivers, wetlands, and floodplai
must be protected and rejuvenated. These natural sponges
absorb excess rainwater and mitigate flooding.
Indian cities rely on colonial-era drainage designs that are
hopelessly outdated. $ drains need expansi
desilting, and integration with modern urban infrastructure.
Construction on floodplains and wetlands must be strictly
banned. If Indian cities are to survive the next century,
resilience must replace complacency.

Tariffs: A test for Indo-US trade ties

While New Delhi has so far avoided retaliation, the tariffs put Indian exporters at a sharp cost disadvantage against
competitors like Bangladesh and Vietnam, raising concerns about job losses and weakened competitiveness

KALYANI
SHANKAR

On Wednesday morning last week, India woke
up to the news that the US had imposed 50 per
cent tariffs on its goods sold to the US. The Trump
administration followed through on its threat
to double levies from 25 per cent due to India's
purchase of Russian oil.

Since his return to the White House this year,
President Donald Trump has implemented
tariffs. Trump’s decision on Indo-US relations is
likely to impact the relationship between the
two countries. It affects 48.2 billion in exports.
This includes clothing and chemicals.

However, the risk of a trade war remains low,
as India has not retaliated and is implementing
reforms to mitigate the impact of the tariffs. New
Delhi is responding to tariffs by proposing a cut
in GST and seeking new export opportunities.

High tariffs could harm India's economy,
lessen its competitiveness against China, and
hinder Prime Minister Modi's goal of making
India a manufacturing hub.

The United States was India’s largest trading
partner, with trade at $21.2 billion. Let us take
acloser look at how the US’s hike in tariffs could
affect the Indian economy. In 2024, New Delhi
was projected to export around $87 billion, its
largest market to date. These tariffs place
Indian exporters at a 30-35 per cent disadvan-
tage compared to countries like Bangladesh,
which face lower US duties.

Furthermore, India also engages in trade with
other nations, including China, the EU, and the
UAE. The estimated impact of US exports primar-
ily affects labour-intensive sectors. Lower crude
prices give both federal and state Governments
the fiscal space to support these industries with

2 Bin,

ANALYSTS HAVE
WARNED THAT THE
50 PER CENT DUTY
THE US HAS

Asia-Pacific countries could severely limit
India’s ambitions to develop its manufactur-
ing sector and might even reverse some of the
progress made in recent years in attracting
related investments.

Exporter associations estimate that tariffs
could impact nearly 55 per cent of India’s $87
billion merchandise exports to the US. This
could advantage competitors like Vietnam,
Bangladesh, and China, which face lower
tariff rates. India is the world's third-largest oil
consumer and the biggest buyer of Russian
crude oil.

This is crucial for India's energy sector. It

targeted incentives. Experts believe this tariff IMPOSED ON could disrupt this crucial energy partnership
could lead to a stagnant market and limitations. INDIAN GOODS IS and force India to seek alternative sources of
India’s GDP growth, projected to be around 7 per AKIN TO A TRADE oil, which may be more expensive and less reli-
cent in 2024, is expected to be reduced to EMBARGO able. As an alternative, the Modi Government

approximately 6.4 per cent.

India’s $179 billion textiles industry, which gen-
erates $37.7 billion in exports to the US, is par-
ticularly vulnerable, with nearly $10.3 billion of
its revenue coming from this market. The
Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC) has
noted that Indian exporters now face a 30 per
cent cost disadvantage compared to competi-
tors in Bangladesh, Vietnam, and Cambodia.

The writer is a popular

is urging people to buy domestically produced
goods, urging them to “prioritise products
made in India.” Major industries, such as the
auto components sector, which exports
approxil ly $7 billion Ily to the US,
could be affected by tariffs, risking India’s
investment. Speaking at a construction indus-
try event in New Delhi recently, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said India was “always

Trump's tariffs could have a significant impact columnist ready if anyone wants to have a free trade
on specific sectors and jobs that are linked to @ dalypioneer agreement with us.” But, he added, India "will
US demand. This could lead to job losses and a neither bow down nor ever appear weak."

slowdown in the sector’s growth. Rating agency
Moody's has indicated that Trump’s tariffs on
Indian imports could hinder India's economic
growth.The agency stated that after 2025, the
significantly wider tariff gap compared to other

@ @kalyanishankar

@ The Pioneer

The Indian Government is implementing
measures to reduce the impact. At the same
time, the long-term effects on the economy and
stock market remain uncertain. Political and

business leaders in India are calling for quick
market diversification to reduce reliance on the
United States. Analysts have warned that the
50 per cent duty the US has imposed on Indian
goods is akin to a trade embargo. Modi has
promised to protect farmers, fishermen, and
workers, emphasising national interest and
energy security in the country. On Thursday,
the Government reassured exporters of its
unwavering support, promising to extend
comprehensive measures to protect liveli-
hoods amid global headwinds.

This is to reassure the public and the busi-
ness community. The Government is working
on extending support measures for exporters,
such as the rollout of an export promotion
mission and a moratorium on loans to cushion
them from the impact of the US's 50 per cent
tariffs on Indian goods, an official said. New
Delhi is finding broad support from the
Western intelligentsia in its struggle to resist
the US pressure.

This international support helps India nav-
igate the challenges posed by US tariffs and
maintain its position in the global trade
arena. For the time being, neither Washington
nor New Delhiis itching for a trade war. There
is a great potential for diplomatic negotiations,
with Modi using the back-channel route to per-
suade for lower tariffs, and Trump being
willing to compromise if he wants to do busi-
ness with India. This possibility of negotiation
brings a sense of hope and optimism for the
future of Indo-US trade relations.

AT

An artisan gives the finishing touch to an idol of Goddess Durga ahead of
the Durga Puja festival in, West Bengal.
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HEALTHY LIVING STARTS WITH
DISEASE PREVENTION

In today's world, health is the
greatest wealth of any nation. In
a country like India, with a
population exceeding 1.4 billion,
ensuring the well-being of every
citizen is a significant challenge.
Non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) such as diabetes, heart
disease, cancer, obesity, and
lifestyle-related illnesses are
rising rapidly.

Surveys reveal that about 63
per cent of all deaths in India are
caused by NCDs. For instance,
nearly 90 million people suffer
from diabetes, a figure expected
to rise to 110 million by 2030,
with direct and indirect treatment
costs reaching approximately ¥1.5
lakh crore annually. Cervical
cancer alone claims nearly 75,000
women's lives each year.

These statistics highlight that
treatment alone is insufficient;
prevention is essential. According

to the World Health Organisation,
investing just one dollar in
preventive healthcare in
developing countries can yield
nearly seven dollars in
economic benefits by reducing
treatment costs. Lifestyle
modifications, including 45
minutes of daily exercise or
walking, avoiding harmful foods,
adequate sleep, and abstaining
from addictions, can help
maintain long-term health.

Healthy citizens form the
foundation of a strong nation.
Instead of spending billions on
treatment, small, consistent
changes in daily routines and
health awareness can prevent
numerous diseases. Prevention,
indeed, is far better than cure,
ensuring both personal well-being
and national prosperity.

JITESH MORI | KUTCH
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My daughter has founded a start-up company, a platform
for emotional well-being through peer-led meaningful
connections. It is important to create spaces where
people can slow down and speak honestly without the
pressure of performance. We embark upon this journey
from the time we are born. We learn to smile and gurgle
in our cradle because it makes others happy. In adoles-
cence, we seek approval from our friends and teachers.
As mature adults, we look for appreciation from peers,
spouse, family, society — almost everyone. In our twi-
light years, we look for validation from our children.lam
consulting an ophthalmologist for a recently developed
squint in one eye. Disturbed, | pestered her with ques-
tions. With a twinkle in her eyes, she told me that the

only two women whose concerns should matter to me
now are she and my wife. She had made a point: | did
not need to conform to physical attributes set by others.
My wife, however, may disagree.She does not trust my
sartorial sense. She selects matching trousers and
shirts for me regardless of whether | am stepping out
alone or with her. | can understand her apprehension
if we are visiting a relative or a friend, for my sloppy
appearance could be seen as a commentary on her sense
of style. Her sensitivity on the subject is beyond me when
we are visiting the mall, where we are unlikely to
encounter acquaintances, or if | am meeting people she
neither knows nor is likely to know in future.

Their opinions, expressed behind my back, would not
reach her ears. Even my two daughters, | am afraid, pick
on me. They are sticklers for perfect etiquette. One after-
noon, while out for lunch with the family, | tried catch-
ing the waiter’s eye with a simple “Hello.” The girls were
horrified. | should have used the accepted phrase, “Excuse
mel!" | could not understand their embarrassment. We
rarely return to the same restaurant. The waiter, if still
there months later, is unlikely to remember us. Nor would
his service be less attentive because of my not-so-impec-
cable manners. This urge for approval from others
extends even into old age, when it should not matter.
My ninety-five-year-old father gets in a tizzy when an

acquaintance comes to visit. He nervously paces the
apartment, checking if the air conditioners work, the
cutlery is right, the napkins in place. In our younger days,
we admired his refined language and manners. Now, |
am disappointed by his use of vernacular swear words.

At a family function, my father was annoyed that |
remained closeted in a room for much of the evening
to attend a stormy online meeting of the society's gov-
erning body. He worried about the reaction of another
guest, my close friend and now also a relative. We are
social beings. We need to feel we belong — to a family,
a community, or a piece of land. Yet our conditioning
makes us crave acceptance.

We conform to attributes that may be irrelevant or
beyond our control. These superficial factors are set by
parents, elders, peers, or society at large. We are
unhappy if we have less money than our neighbour. We
teach children the importance of complexion, height, or
weight. We insist they must top examinations. Such con-
flicts between imposed norms and reality create
stressed, unhappy individuals. We must impart to chil-
dren the wisdom to discriminate judiciously between
a longing to befong and an urge to be accepted.

The author is an electrical engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts classes in creative
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Can anyone trust Viadimir Putin?

Should anyone trust dictator Vladimir Putin? Is there
even two per cent truth in his statements made in
China? During a China summit, Putin claimed that in
his meeting with Donald Trump in Alaska last month,
he had reached an “agreement” with the US President
on ending the Ukraine war. But he did not say whether
he would agree to peace talks with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky under Trump’s mediation. When
Zelensky went to the White House with European
leaders after the Alaska meeting, Trump said that Putin
had agreed to meet him.

But Putin never disclosed when or where. Once again,
he is blaming the Western countries for the war. But
why and how? Does a free country not have the right
to decide its alliances? Who gave the Kremlin the author-
ity to decide whether Ukraine should join the European
Union or NATO? Putin's latest lie is that the crisis began
with a coup in Ukraine supported by the West. Yet
records show that on April 21,2019, Zelensky won a clear
democratic mandate with 73 per cent votes against
Poroshenko's 25 per cent. A 2 per cent truth in Putin's
statements is likely an overstatement; his claims often
demonstrably contradict established facts and histor-
ical records, making it difficult to trust him.

JANG BAHADUR SINGH | JAMSHEDPUR

Exempt healthcare products from GST

The reforms in GST are welcome. The decision to exempt
premium paid towards health and life insurance poli-
cies is a meaningful one.

But not exempting medicines and medical devices
will keep the reforms incomplete, despite long-pending
demands in this regard since the inception of GST. Taxing
the sick is not only irrational and illogical but also
inhuman. Falling ill is neither a matter of comfort nor
a luxury to be taxed.

The one who suffers faces mental and physical inca-
pacity besides financial woes. How rational is it to tax
such suffering?

The health of the people is directly related to the pro-
ductivity of the nation. The GST Council and the
Government must decide on this meaningful demand
to exempt medicines and medical devices. Already,
injustice has been done by allowing pharma compa-
nies to increase medicine prices by 10 per cent annu-
ally under the guise of inflation.

Instead of promoting generics, the Government
should bring down prices. Reviving public sector
pharma companies is essential to ensure affordable,
quality medicines and to compel private players to
remain reasonable.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

Empowering girls through education

Apropos the news item “Indian non-profit working for
girls’ education among 2025 Magsaysay Award winners”
published on September 1, this is my response.Heartiest
congratulations to Educate Girls, the non-profit organ-
isation that has won the Ramon Magsaysay Award 2025,
becoming the first Indian organisation ever to receive
this prestigious honour.

The NGO works extensively to bring education to
underprivileged girls in the remotest corners of India,
aiming to break cycles of gender inequality and trans-
form communities.

What impresses most is that Educate Girls works
across more than 30,000 villages with the support of
community volunteers, and has so far brought over two
million girls back to school while supporting 2.4
million children with remedial learning. The recogni-
tion underscores the power of grassroots innovation
indriving long-lasting social change and ensuring edu-
cational equity. It is heartening that the NGO aims to
reach 10 million learners in the coming years, ensur-
ing last-mile access to education for girls and young
‘women most at risk of being left behind. Such efforts
reaffirm faith in people-led initiatives to reshape
saciety and offer hope fora more inclusive future.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR | CHENNAI
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India needs a permanent disaster relief law for climate resilience

When nature unleashes its fury, it does not just wash away homes and harvests — it also exposes the cracks in our governance. A legally binding disaster relief
law, backed by dormant national resources, could transform the way India responds — from delayed compensation to timely, guaranteed rehabilitation

DINESH
SOOD

When natural disasters strike, they expose not
only the vulnerabilities of our terrain but also
the inadequacies of our governance. The
ongoing devastation in Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttarakhand, and Jammu and
Kashmir, described as one of the most severe
in its history, has once again triggered calls
for a more structured, legally binding frame-
work to address cloudburst, landslide, and
flood relief.

Centre to enact a Disasters Relief Law man-
dating the use of over ?2 lakh crore unclaimed
money remains in limbo, growing at 15-20 per
cent annually across different financial
sectors over the decades. This includes
378,213 crore in banks and post office deposits,
227,000 crore in EPFO accounts, 322,000
crore in insurance, 90,093 crore in stocks and
dividends IEPF (Investor Education and
Protection Fund) and 32,600 crore in mutual
funds. The Supreme Court has recommend-
ed the establishment of a Central Unclaimed
Property Authority (CUPA). This would be a
single Government body to track and manage
the unclaimed money centrally. By making a
law, this money could be put to good use, as
itis now the country's money, which has been
lying idle for years. There can be no better
place for its good use than in natural disas-
ter relief, which is, therefore, both timely and
urgent. If32 lakh crore lies unclaimed and idle
with the Centre, could it be unlocked for
rebuilding shattered lives, infrastructure,
and livelihoods?

The appeal is not just about Himachal and
Punjab; it resonates across the entire country.
Year after year, states are battered by floods,
landslides, cyclones, and earthquakes. The
scale of human and economic losses has long
outpaced the ad hoc relief packages that the
Centre and states announce after every
calamity. Between 1980 and 2024, Punjab
alone witnessed floods that affected nearly
13 million people, inundated more than 4.64
lakh hectares of fertile farmland, damaged
over 8 lakh homes, and caused the deaths of
more than 2,500 people along with the loss
of nearly 18,000 livestock, and currently the
crop area affected in over 95,000 hectares.
Himachal Pradesh has already recorded
losses worth 2,348 crore during the current
monsoon season. These are not marginal

WITHOUT A safeguard lives and livelihoods.
LEGALLY Disaster relief efforts in India are cur-
GUARANTEED rently reactive, with compensation
announcements occurring only after sig-
mgv;ggélg nificant damage has been done. While the
J National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF)
WILL REMAIN and State Disaster Response Funds exist,
VULNERABLE, their allocations are consistently inade-
CITIZENS WILL quate. More critically, there is no legal
REMAIN obligation for the central Government to
release funds promptly or in proportion
UNCERTAIN, to the assessed damages. This situation
AND leaves states vulnerable to protracted
REBUILDING negotiations and political manoeuvring.
EFFORTS WILL Indtia_ isone :)hi(he n1(]);tdi§?‘:ter-progg
countries in the world, with over
ggll\ll\}.(l:%llidEP{gTE million hectares at risk from floods and a
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disaster relief.

numbers; they reflect a systemic failure to

long coastline exposed to cyclones.
Climate change has exacerbated these
threats, leading to more intense floods and
increased landslide incidents. Given this
reality, the current relief model, which is
designed for repeated disasters, is utterly
insufficient. We must confront and resolve
the systemicissues that obstruct effective

Establishing a permanent disaster relief
law is not optional; it is imperative. This
law should mandate pre-allocated funds
based on scientific risk
rather than on post-disaster bargaining.
It must ensure the automatic disburse-

systems,

impacts of heavy rains.

ment of relief funds within days, instead
ofdragging on for months, through direct
benefit transfers. Furthermore, this law
must cover long-term rehabilitation for
housing, healthcare, and livelihoods,
rather than just emergency provisions. It
must also institutionalise accountability
for delays and mismanagement.

Lessons from Himalayan States
Recent disasters in Himachal Pradesh
and Punjab highlight the compounded
risks faced by Himalayan states. These
regions contend with fragile ecosystems
prone to landslides, heavy rainfall that
causes flash floods, and increasing human
encroachment that intensifies natural
hazards. The situation in Punjab reveals
another critical failure of the current
system; recurring floods demonstrate
the urgent need for investment in Jong-
term flood management solutions.
Despite the millions affected and stag-
gering losses incurred year after year,
Punijab has failed to make the necessary
long-term investments in flood manage-
ment that would mitigate damages. We
cannot wait any longer; prioritising invest-
ment in sustainable flood management
measures is non-negotiable. Poor drainage
sand mining, and a
lack of preventive planning amplify the

s

ensures swift recovery.

Ad Hoc Relief Model is
Unsustainable

work.

Both of these cases unequivocally
demonstrate that piecemeal relief efforts
are inadequate. Without a legally guaran-
teed framework in place, states will
remain vulnerable, citizens will remain
uncertain, and rebuilding efforts will con-
tinue to be incomplete. We must act deci-
sively to establish a robust disaster relief
system that protects our communities and

Disaster reliefin India is currently tethered
to post-disaster announcement pack-
ages issued by the central and state
Governments only after the full extent of
damage is revealed. While the National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) and State
Disaster Response Funds exist, they are
repeatedly underfunded, delayed in dis-
bursement, and woefully inadequate for
the large-scale rehabilitation required.
Furthermore, the release of these funds is
often mired in negotiations, excessive red
tape, and political manoeuvring, rather
than adhering to a clear, binding frame-

This ad hoc approach must be discard-
ed. Disasters are no longer isolated inci-
dents; they are persistent realities we face.
Climate change is worsening rainfall pat-
terns, leading to more severe floods and

FIRST
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increasingly frequent landslides. Relief
efforts must not rest on discretionary
announcements; they must be guaran-
teed, timely, and sufficiently robust to
meet the challenges we confront.

Why Disaster Relief Law is
Imperative

A permanent disaster relief law is essen-
tial to transform our crisis response. This
law must mandate pre-allocated funds for
every state, determined by scientific risk
assessments. Itis unacceptable that relief
should take months; funds must be auto-
matically disbursed through direct trans-
fers to affected families within days.
Furthermore, it must encompass long-
term recovery efforts, including the reha-
bilitation of homes, restoration of liveli-
hoods, healthcare provision, and rebuild-
ing of infrastructure. We must hold
Governments accountable by requiring
them to publish clear timelines and
expected outcomes for disaster response.

This issue is non-negotiable and tran-
scends political disputes. Leaders, whether
in the ruling party or the opposition, must
recognise the indiscriminate nature of dis-
asters; they spare no region or ideology.
A law that guarantees automatic fund
deployment in times of crisis will signifi-
cantly bolster India’s resilience and reaf
firm the state’s unyielding commitment
to its citizens.

We cannot let the call for such legisla-
tion be overshadowed by political noise.
Himachal, Punjab, Uttarakhand, and
Jammu and Kashmir must demand this
vital change. While natural disasters are
unavoidable, the suffering that arises
from institutional neglect is entirely pre-
ventable. The era of ad hoc promises is
over; it is time we established a permanent
disaster relief law now.

Parliament must take urgent action to
enshrine disaster relief in law. Such a
framework is essential not just for provid-
ing certainty to affected citizens but also
for fortifying India's disaster preparedness
in the face of climate change. Relief
should be established as a legal right, not
left to the whims of political generosity.

Natural disasters may be inevitable, but
the ongoing suffering caused by financial
delays is entirely within our control. India
must transcend temporary solutions and
implement a permanent safeguard for its
citizens. A law that guarantees timely and
adequate disaster relief is not merely an
administrative reform; it is a moral duty
that cannot be ignored.

The world’s most sophisticated
human-trafficking scam

KUSHAN
MITRA

Harjinder Singh, 28, entered the United States
from the southern border claiming that he faced
persecution in India because he was a follow-
er of the movement for an independent
Khalistan. A few weeks ago, he was driving a
large truck, what the Americans call a 'Big Rig',
and took an illegal U-turn. A vehicle that was
following, ironically with three Haitian immi-
grants in it, crashed into the truck, killing all
three individuals.

Since the accident, Harjinder seems to have
garnered a huge deal of supportincluding from
Gurpatwant Pannun, who visited him in jail and
offered $100,000 to the victims as ‘blood
money', and even Akali Dal MP, Harsimrat Kaur
Badal, who urged the Ministry of
External Affairs for a less strict pun-
ishment.

Many supporters of Harjinder
have also pleaded for no strict
implementation of language norms
for commercial drivers in the United States.
However, at his arraignment it was clear that
Harjinder did not speak or understand English.
Ergo, itis bizarre that he should have held a job
down in a country where all road signs are in
English.

Support for Harjinder mounted: some com-
plained of racism, others said he should geta
fair trial. He faces a potential 45 years in prison
and the argument used is the same as in India,
that he made a ‘small mistake’ but should not
suffer for it. But the backlash from the nativist
‘Make America Great Again' (MAGA) national-
ists has taken the supporters aback. Their
simple argument is that actions have conse-
quences, and it is almost certain that Harjinder
will face a long prison term in the United States,
followed by deportation.

But what this case has also revealed is that
the long-haul trucking industry as well as other
commercial driving jobs in North America have
been taken over by immigrants from Punjab
and Haryana, many of whom have gone to
Canada and the United States illegally. There
are tens of thousands of asylum applications
in both countries by young men and women
claiming persecution for supporting the
Khalistani movement in India.

This has puzzled many in India since that
movement, a creation of Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (IS1), largely died out
years ago although some small embers might
remain. News stories have emerged in recent

The :piomtr
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weeks that after failing in their initial applica-
tions for asylum, some have
claimed that because they voted on
a referendum for Khalistan in
Canada they could be potentially
persecuted in India and have
attached 'voter cards’ as proof.

While there is no doubt that there are some
extremists, it is painfully clear that the ‘move-
ment' is nothing but a giant human trafficking
scam. Harjinder is just one of thousands of
young men pushed into long-haul trucking,
being paid below minimum wage. Other
young men have been moved into organised
crime, transporting drugs for cartels led by
second and third generation immigrants, and
others into extortion, the attack outside come-
dian Kapil Sharma's restaurant being a case in
point. The stories of young women from North
India who moved to Canada and have been
pushed into prostitution are all over the local
media. These young men and women pay lakhs
of rupees to agents who organise the ‘Dunki’
route through Latin America or admission in
hole-in-the-wall ‘colleges’. And the great life that
they are promised never materialises as, with
poor language and work skills, they can only
take low-end jobs, usually for those running the
entire Khalistani racket.

For those running the racket, the pretence
of an active movement is vital to ensure a
steady stream of low cost labour and young
women coming into their grip. This is why occa-
sional well-funded protests in India, coupled
with support from global media organisations
always keen to show India in a poor light, take
place. This allows for thousands more to claim
‘persecution’, as many did after the farmers’
protests. Capturing some levers of the Canadian
state, allegedly including the Prime Minister,

only greased the wheels of the racket.
Which is why there is such fear of the
Harjinder case — a case that could potential-
ly blow the wheels off the racket, particularly
after Kash Patel, the Director of the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), has been acting
against some el The i i move-

Trump’s Nobel dream meets
India’s calculated refusal

-
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"History does not move in straight lines; it bends,
twists, and contradicts itself, often leaving us
with ironies sharper than truth itself.” This has
defined leaders, nations, and institutions across
time. People are remembered not only for their
ideals but also for the paradoxes they embod-
ied. Facts expose these contradictions with
brutal clarity, reminding us that ambition — per-
sonal or political — feeds on vested interests far
more than on moral consistency. Few arenas
illustrate this better than the stage of

laurels can turn into embarrassments. Even
Gandhi— arguably history’s greatest advocate
of peace — was never awarded. If Gandhi
could be denied, why should India lobby for
Trump, a man defined by "America First" unilat-
eralism?

India's decision was one of foresight. Global
politics is not about morality but about endur-
ing interests. As the old dictum says: there are
no permanent friends or foes, only permanent
interests. India today tilts towards BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, not to
reject the West entirely but to assert autonomy
and balance. By refusing to nominate Trump,
India sent a message: it will not play second
fiddle in another leader's performance.

Trump's craving for the Nobel is itself contra-
dictory. Here is a leader who mocked the UN,

berated NATO, imposed tariffs on

global recognition, where lofty prizes nn - allies, and dismissed multilateral-
intersect with politics, and where C1)e rpw“t“' ism—yet longed for validation from
Donald Trump's Nobel aspirations BIITA3EEYII one of the world's most symbolic

collide with India’s choices.

Consider the Pulitzer Prize, the pinnacle of
journalism. Its founder, Joseph Pulitzer, was cel-
ebrated for championing investigative report-
ing. Yet he also pioneered sensationalist "yellow
journalism," filling his papers with scandal-driven

dli A man hailed for elevating journal-

ment s nothing but cover for organised crime
both in North America and in India, because the
immigration agents taking lakhs of rupees are
a tentacle of the crime web.

However, it must be pointed out that succes-
sive Governments in Punjab have failed spec-
tacularly in raising the economic prospects of
the youth in the state. A broken education
system, the lack of a services industry or
revival of manufacturing means that jobs are
hard to find. Rampant drug abuse and jobless-
ness in what was once North India's industri-
al heartland has driven thousands to resort to
desperate measures. The flooding in the past
month of thousands of hectares of farmland will
likely make the situation worse, forcing thou-
sands more to put their lives on the line and
move to North America, even though the
reality of life there is worse than in India.

While Harjinder Singh must bear the brunt
of his actions and be punished according to the
law in the United States, our Governments, both
in New Delhi and in Chandigarh, must not sit
idle. A revival of Punjab's economy, growing it
beyond remittances, and educating the youth
about the exploitation and money-grubbing
nature of organised crime is a must.

e kushanmitra
The writer is a senior
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ism simultaneously corroded it. The Nobel
Peace Prize carries the same irony. Alfred
Nobel, who endowed the award, made his
fortune through dynamite and arms. The "mer-
chant of death” became the patron saint of
peace.

This contradiction plays out in the lives of
leaders as well. Ethiopia's Abiy Ahmed won the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2019 for ending hostilities
with Eritrea, only to lead his nation into a bloody
civil war months later. Aung San Suu Kyi, once
revered as Myanmar's icon of democracy, later
defended atrocities against the Rohingya.
Muhammad Yunus, celebrated globally for
microfinance, faced hostility at home. The
Nobel's history is littered with such premature
judgments. It is within this backdrop that
Donald Trump's Nobel Peace Prize ambitions
appear. Trump, flamboyant and unpredictable,
repeatedly claimed that no one deserved the
Nobel more than himself — citing his talks with
North Korea or Middle East initiatives. In a sur-
prising twist, Pakistan nominated him. India,
however, did not. Narendra Modi's refusal was
less about Trump personally and more about
principle: India would not barter long-term inter-
ests for short-term theatrics.

On the surface, Pakistan seemed to benefit.
Trump offered tariff relaxations, while India
endured steep hikes and a falling rupee. But
beneath the immediate costs lay a deeper cal-
culation. The Nobel's reputation is checkered;
figures like Suu Kyi and Abiy show how quickly

multilateral institutions. His quest
for peace recognition was less consistency than
irony.

India bore the short-term costs of Trump's dis-
pleasure but preserved long-term credibility.
Pakistan, in seeking favour, indulged in symbol-
ic gestures. India, in contrast, prioritised sover-
eignty and multipolar balance. Had it support-
ed Trump's nomination, it might have joined the
long list of premature endorsements that haunt
the Nobel's legacy. Instead, it chose restraint.

The Peace Prize itself has become a mirror of
paradox. It has overlooked Gandhi, rewarded
leaders too soon, and sometimes crowned
peacemakers who later unleashed violence. It
embodies the contradictions of human history.
In this light, India's refusal to indulge Trump was
not weakness but clarity — a decision history
may judge as wise, From Pulitzer's journalism
to Nobel's dynamite, from |efferson’s liberty to
Jinnah's secularism, from Gandhi's peace to
Bose's nationalism, history teaches us that
leaders are defined less by purity than by
paradox. Trump's Nobel quest is one more entry
in this book of ironies. By saying no, India
affirmed a timeless principle: the courage to
resist short-term temptation for the sake oflong-
term wisdom.

Contradictions are not failures; they are the
fingerprints of history. They remind us that the
loftiest prizes, the greatestideals, and even the
most powerful leaders are bound by irony.
Sometimes, the truest strength lies not in
seeking recognition, but in refusing it.
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Tariffsand Autonomy

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting with Russian

President Vladimir Putin on the side-lines of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in Tianjin

carried more weight than the symbolism of a shared
limousine ride. It offered a glimpse into India’s evolving
calculus at a moment when global alignments are being
redrawn under duress.

The optics were striking. A visibly relaxed exchange between
the Indian and Russian leaders, one punctuated by warmth and
informality. was far removed from the coercive language
emanating from Washington. The United States has slapped
unprecedented tariffs on Indian goods. ostensibly to punish
New Delhi for sustaining energy and defence ties with Moscow,
and unleashed undiplomatic rhetoric that suggests an
inclination to treat India as a supplicant. Yet, rather than
displaying retreat, India chose to reinforce its comfort with
Russia in a highly public setting, and under the watchful gaze of
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

This triangulation is significant. For China, hosting both Mr
Modi and Mr Putin in Tianjin was an opportunity to showcase a
platform that can rival Western-led forums. For Russia.
embattled by sanctions and ultimatums, it was a stage to
demonstrate that it is not isolated, that powerful partners are
;nﬂ wﬂ]mg tosit beside i 11 And for India, the moment was about

ilience: stra is not to be dictated by
tariff sticks or dlplomauc dcadlmes

India’s posture marks neither defiance nor reckless
adventurism. It reflects a careful weighing of national interests
in an environment where economic pressure and security
imperatives intersect constantly.

The economic stakes are considerable. A 50 per cent tariff
wall raised by the United States threatens to bite into India’s
exports, particularly in sectors that had come to rely on the
American market. The penalty surcharge linked to Russian
transactions adds insult to injury, effectively demanding that
India choose between affordable oil and access to the US
consumer. But a country of India’s size and ambition cannot
afford to be reduced to such binary choices.

The partnership with Russia is not merely sentimental,
rooted in Cold War history. It is a matter of hard economics and
national security. Energy flows, defence cooperation, and
emerging technology exchanges are too critical to abandon at
the flick of a tariff wand.

Critics may argue that the choreography in Tianjin risks
alienating Washington at a delicate time. Yet, the larger truth is
that America’s own strategy is narrowing India’s options. By
conflating legitimate trade disputes with geopolitical coercion,
Washington is leaving little space for constructive
give-and-take. That vacuum is inevitably filled by alternative
arrangements ~ even if they carry their own risks.

‘What emerges from Tianjin, therefore, is not merely the
image of three leaders clasping hands, but the outline of a
multipolar reality. India will continue to value its i

Higher Education Woes
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andtheaffectivedimension
between teachersandstudents.
Thlsargumentzsmvalldasa

] 1:
teac

1genvir
doesnotadvocatethe
discontinuityofthehuman
interfacebetweenteachersand
students

spate of articles in editorials and
opinion pieces regularly bemoans
the deplorable state of the higher
education system in our country.
Common criticisms include a lack of
infrastructure, insufficient teaching staff, a
skewed PTR (Pupil Teacher ratio), and the
perceived hasty rollout of the New Education
Policy (NEP). These charges, often led by a
section of the teaching community. are
typically rooted in long standing legacies.
Hm\wer, the deqxr issue lies not just in

butinarel
dd 1: I, ctural challenges
within higher education.
sms focus on surface-level

While many criticis

|, foundational issues
are undermining the effectiveness of our

ofl <
reform. To assess the veracity of the
much-touted allegations, it would be fair to
begin by looking at some numbers.

As per the AISHE (All India Survey on
Higher Education) Report 2022-23, the
number of universities, both State Public
and State private, has increased to L168 in
202122, up from 903 in 2017-18. While
student enrolments have increased, there
has also been an increase in the teaching
population from 1,284,755 to 1,597.688.
OpllCdu) the numbcr\ do not create a Ilrc

arm. T!

up classrooms, creating an infrastructure
shortage. Contrastingly, in prestigious
institutions like JNU, Jadavpur Universit
Presidency University, to name a few,
seats in subjects like Economics and
Chemistry are going empty.

Clearly, infrastructureis uompmblcm
here. The more disquieting issue is that
the students of the aforementioned
instituti llasothers,disenchanted

with the current educational framework,

cent in the 15-29 years age-group, higher
than the overall average.

In such a scenario, the
outery regarding building,
infrastructure and adding
more ‘experienced’ teachers
rings hollow. Subject-based
theoretical teaching, based
onnamow grooves, isuntenable
inanon-linear world.

It becomes increasingly

a more student-centric, multidisciplinary,
I ibled fr kit

ablended model of pedagogy.
Thisindludesdisital oF

problem solving and vocational exposure.
The ITEP (Integrated Teacher Education
Programme) is being implemented along
with others. Unfortunately, the result of
these efforts has been middling to poor.
The foremost reason for this resistance
isthe resolute indifference of a large section
of the teaching community in accepting
and adapting to the change. Ignoring the
fact that education hastobe viewed froma
historical and relational context, they
continue to deploy dated pedagogy, paving
lip-service to the idea for a student-centric
framework.
Theexist

resistance to accept a syncretic approach is
both behavi foural: and capability- dnvcn For
example, 1

ci ible
loss of interpersonal interaction and the
affective dimension between teachers and
students.

This argument is invalid as a blended
teaching environment does not advocate
the discontinuity of the human interface
between teachers and students. Instead,
keeping the generational perspective in
mind, it recommends a balance between
in-person teaching and technology-aided
learning. It is evident that the reasons for
this resistance, largely from academics
belongi h ities and social sci

arise out of technophobia, fear of loss of

are seeking options which will boost clearthattheongoingbrouhaha  identity and most importantly, fear of
their chances of employability. Thewritera  oninadequate funding, PTR  replacement.
While one can argue that education  former CEO, ratios,and infrastr care sistance research Is that underlying
should not be designed on economic isa it ignifi emotional attitudes,
i i ! hi i i Instead of outright dismissal, there are
merits a rethink, on which includes outdated carefully crafted justifications (loss of
Insofar as the outcry against the low  socio-cultural  curriculumdesign.ineffective  human contact, demographic divide in
pupil-teacher ratio is concerned, noted issues teaching pedagogy, and  accessingtechnology, low teacher-student
C ist Karthik Mu Tling) resistance to change within  ratios, lack of infrastructure), couching the
p thattheconcernis overbl a section of the teaching  internal,emotional resistance tochange. It
“Increasing the number of teachers doesn't ~ community. These foundational issues istime for institutions and individuals alike

help either... evidence suggests a weak
relationship between PTR reduction and
learning gains. For instance, a study by
Abhijit Banerjee and colleagues found no
effect of smaller class sizes on student
learning”.

Meanwhile, the gulf between education
a.ndcmplm ment connnn&:s o widen. Despite
tl

d post-graduate

fore

deserves a funher dnll down
Ady

un maquuale eraslnmure and teaching
revealsan paradox. It

h
numbers, [he April 2025 PLI-S (Periodic
Labour Force Survey) figures show urban

with the United States, but not at the expense of its sovereign
choices. If tariffs and ultimatums are the language of the day,
then gestures of solidarity with Russia and pragmatic
cooperation with China will remain indispensable instruments
of Indian diplomacy.

On shaky ground

he images of vehicles stranded for hours on
Gurugram's highways after Monday's rains were not
just about one evening’s chaos. They were a mirror to
India’s most glaring urban paradox: the co-existence of
futuristic corporate skylines and crumbling civic foundations.

What unfolded was not a natural disaster but an urban
planning failure. A downpour, foreseeable during monsoon,
brought one of the nation’s richest cities to a standstill. Tens of
thousands of commuters spent six to eight hours trapped in
their cars, some contemplating sleeping in offices, others joking
they would reach faster on foot. This was not mere
inconvenience: it was a collapse of confidence in the idea that
prosperity automatically translates into liveab

Gurugram has long projected itself as the “millennium city,” a
hub for global corporations, luxury apartments, and gleaming
malls. Yet, beneath the glass facades and multilane
expressways lies an urban skeleton unable to withstand even
seasonal rains. Drainage systems are poor, waterlogging
routine, and traffic management reactive at best. Residents pay
exorbitant rents, companies pay premium real estate costs, but
the most basic guarantee of a functional city ~ the ability to
move without disruption ~ remains elusive.

The deeper lesson is not confined to one city. Across India,
the monsoon has once again revealed the fragility of our
infrastructure. Himachal Pradesh has lost hundreds of lives this
season to landslides and fash floods. Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Kashmir have faced severe destruction. In Delhi, the Yamuna
river breached danger levels, displacing thousands from
low-lying settlements, and the new government so far seems to
have done little to address major infrastructure problems.
Climate change has undeniably intensified rainfall patterns, but
the devastation is magnified by poor planning, encroached
waterways, and out-dated disaster preparedness.

Urban India often mistakes rapid growth for sustainable
development. Towers rise faster than drainage lines are laid.
Highways expand before flood channels are secured. Local
governance is fragmented, with multiple agencies working at
cross-purposes. Gurugram exemplifies this contradiction:
world-class ambition paired with Third World neglect. The cost
is borne daily by residents, and episodically in crises such as
this week’s gridlock.

The solution is not complicated, though it requires political
will and long-term vision. Cities like Gurugram must invest in
storm-water management, integrated traffic systems, and
transparent accountability for civic bodies. Short-term
advisories, such as asking offices and schools to shift online,
merely sidestep the problem. The real challenge is to redesign
cities so that seasonal rains do not turn into annual
emergencies. India’s aspiration to be a global economic power
cannot rest solely on skyscrapers and corporate hubs. It must
be judged by how its cities withstand stress, how they protect
their residents, and how they integrate resilience into everyday
life. Gurugram’s ordeal is a warning. Unless infrastructure
catches up with ambition. every burst of rain will remind us
that the foundation of growth is still on shaky ground.

shows that the groundswell in student
enrolment is mainly happening in district
colleges where first-time learners are filling

demand focussed attention.

As part of its new design, the NEP has
taken remedial measures to move away
from the archaic curriculum, bringing in
flexibility and making it more holistic and
interdisciplinary.

Special emphasis has been given to
inculcate a higher order of cognitive capacities™
which encourages critical thinking and
problemsolving. The redeslg,ned cu.rm:ulum

joblessness standing at 6.5 per cent while  and employability locusing on ping
rural numbers are at 4.5  studentcapabilities which would berel
per cent. to evol\mgcmplovmcn( nceds
Wh.n is of greater concern is the fact that To:
age is 13.8 per  theNEPboldly break w fromit dated

Deployment of Typhon undermines peace

n a provocative move that poses a

serious threat to regional peace and

stability, the United States plans to

“temporarily” deploy Typhon
intermediate-range missile system on
Japaneseterritory duringajoint US-Japan
military exercise from Sept 11t0 25. About
1900 US and 12,300 Japanese marines
and other military personnel will participate
inthedrill code-named Resolum[)raé,on
Th

the Typhon system in Australia last
month, the first time that this missile
system was fired on foreign soil. And in
Aprillastyear. the US shipped the missile
system to the Philippines during a joint
military drill.

to acknowledge that mindset change in
the teaching community is essential for
bringing about sustainable improvements
in education,

What e r iseis that
by acknowledging a new pt.daoogv which
is seemingly opposed to the chalk and
blackboard approach, they will be positing
th prmclples of Hegehan dxalcmc, wherc
thedynamicinterplay of
combines toarriveat. synthesis. The journey
would entail disruptions, but it would
certainly engender a new education system
thathas enduring relevanceinafast-changing
world. Embracing an adapu\e mindset
would be the best way to begin.

territory, is viewed as sending a message
(o China. The joint drills, whkh focus on
lling and defending key maritime

to lead to increased US arms sales,
allowing Washington to extract greater
ic and political concessions from

terrain”, reflect a deliberate cscdlmmn
of the US efforts to build i

its allies. This strategy could have
far-reaching nega tson regional

land-| bascd strike capabilities across

AcChinese Foreign Ministry s
responding to the move, urged the US
and Japan to respect other countries’
security concerns, refrain from the

will
from Japan after the end of the drill,
according to reports.

The land-based, ground-launched
system, which will be positioned
about 40 kilometers southeast of Hiroshima,
can be used to launch SM-6 multi-role
missiles and Tomahawk cruise
missiles, whose range can reach 2000
kilometers.

ARumAnFomlgmmeryspakmperson

lledth another 't

depl of Typhon,and

contribute to regional peace A Ajemha‘

and stability with concrete
actions. “China has repeatedly
expressed grave concerns on
relevant issues,” spokesman
Guo Jiakun said on Friday,
adding that China always
opposes the US deploying the Typhon
system in Asian countries.

The joint exercise will start just days

Of The

step” by Washington in “building up
the cap‘\bxh[ S of its ground-based
short- and i range missiles

after China’s scheduled military parade
on Sept 3, which is part of a series of
activities to commemorate the 80th
ofthe victory in the Chinese

for the purpose of forward deployment
of such systems in various regions of
the world™.

It would be the Typhon system's third
deployment in the Western Pacific. The
US army conducted a live-fire test with

People’s War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression (1931-45) and the
World Anti-Fascist War.
Commenting on this, Kyodo News said
in a report that the missile system
deployment. for the first time on Japanese

Letters To The Editor | editor@thestatesman.com

Build bridges,

festivals or cultural programmes,
regardless of the language or

the Asia- , which will inevitably
escalatetensionsin East Asia, particularly
with Japan's neighboring countries.
Since its withdrawal from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty in 2019, the US, with the
purpose of maintaining its hegemonic
position globally, has sought to deploy
ground-based intermediate-range
missiles in the Asia-Pacific
+ region, which it believes could
help beef up military deterrence
against China.

security and diminish strategic stability
by triggering an arms race in the region.
or Japan, becausc ofits history of

and security moves have alway
scrutinized by its Asian neighbors and
the international community.

For Japan to ostentatiously show off
its military strength and ambition in
collaboration with the US shortly after
Chinat i 3 ibagehan o

of the victory in the Chinese People’s
War of Resistance Against Japanese

Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist

The “temporary” of the
‘Typhon system during the joint drills is
nothing but a tentative step toward the
planned permanent deployment of
mid-range missiles in Japan which. if
materialized, could upset the exis
strategic balance and increase the rlsk of
miscalculation and conflict.

The deploymunl aims to llll regional

infavorofincreased

War toabetrayal of history
and implies an attempt to challenge the
moral sensibility of humanity.

CHATTERJI DEVI — Pa,sedawas
on 4, 200L Re

onUSmilitary protection: anmngAﬂil'PaﬂlIC
countries, which can be anticipated

withlove and gratitude by sons Bhaakar.
Vidyarthy and daughter Reeta.

secure in expressing their cultural
heritage, while simultaneously

not walls

concerning trend. rather than wallsbetween different
Such actions can inadvertently — groups.

Sir, The recent developments  signalthatcertain voicesortraditions Yours, etc., Santanu Das,
surrounding the West Bengal Urdu  are less welcome in our public Hooghly, 2 September.
Academy'sliterary festival present ~ discourse. which runs counter to
animportantmoment forreflection  our constitutional principles. old friends

on our democratic values and
cultural heritage.

ity involved, represents

Rather than viewing cultural
diversity as a challenge to be

in its ability to celebrate diverse
voices and traditions within a
unified national framework.
Whenculturalevents facedisruption,
we mk losing not just amsuc

we might consider it as an asset to
be celebrated.
Literary festiv:
Urdu, Bengali, Hindi, or any other
language, contribute to the rich

2), The recent

s, whether in

but the very
foundation that makes our democracy
resilient.
‘The postponement of literary

mpeer) of Indiani life.

lcddu\ will prioritize creating
spaces whereall ies feel

Despite Presi
g forward. 1 hope our

Sir, Thisreferstothe front-page
s, report Mndi&l’ulinho]dbilaleml
meetingamid US tariffs’

Minister Modi with President Putin
at theSCO summitin Tianjin should
beaclear message to Washington.
per cent tariffon India, the country
Is not cutting its ties with Russia.

and hi

S"(September

visuals of Prime independent stand.

ident Trump’s 50  refining capacity.

car were strong signals of India’s

In fact, India may soon import
even more Russian oil, partly
because of disruptions in Russia’s

India has always said thisis not

li's warm b

ith Putin

epaper.thestatesman.com

to avoid a global oil shock.

If, after three years, Western
sanctions have failed to weaken
Russia’s warmachine, then blaming
India is unfair.

India’s friendship with Russia
goes back 01947, While India has
built close ties the USinrecent
decades, Trump’s earlier pressure
tactics has already made India
cautious.

In today’s multipolar world, no
country can afford to break old
partnerships.

TheSCOsummit hasstrengthened
India’s position. If the US is now
signallingasofter line, Indiashould
welcome it ~ but without yielding
to threats.

Yours, etc., Vandana,
digarh. 2 +
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Narratives, noise and
the new global order

CHAITANYAK. PRASAD

eostrategic communication
in the latter half of 2025 is
undergoingatectonicshift
andanunprecedented push.
Events geopolitically have defied the
grammar of logic. Information,
dissemination,and context generation
have broken the ground rules, at
times giving rise to infodemics, fakery,
and the over-optimization of the
content matrix.
The reality today is Unl the gluhal

when institutions cannot explain
cause, effect, and recourse in ways
that ordinary citizens can grasp.
For geopolitical communication to
have legitimacy, it must move
beyond jargon and capture how
macro-level shifts intersect with
micro-level experience.
Economicissues, strategies, and
instantaneous policy mechanisms
are now interwoven with the
geostrategic landscape, creating
complex matrices of outreach,

Information today is less about
access than credibility, control, and
interpretation. The question is not
who speaks, but how narratives
are framed, reframed, and weaponised.
Welivein the age of “instant noodle
communication,” where messages
are expected to be quick, simplified,
and emotionally engaging.

In the middle of a crisis, hash-tags
trend before policymakers draft official
statements, and viral videos eclipse
white papers. Public perception l'om)s

percepuon and rel. hips. The
before strategists is to

anddiplo weave

challenges of consistency, focus,

ices, Due to the
complexities prevailing, there is no
coneeptual clarity within communication
frameworks to decode issues such
asclimate change, the green economy.
the circulareconomy, tariffs and trade
wars, or sustainable development.
l’ercep[mm of these mﬁues are

easingly dependent

design acommunication framework
that balances competing interests
without reducing nuance to noise.
"Today, tariffs, trade wars, and climate
policies resemble boxing matches
fought across the information terrain.
What is often ignored is the cost
of communication missteps,
conlradlcl()ry narratives, conflicting
and escalating rhetoric.

data analytics, surveys, and social
‘mediatools - mechanisms that filter.
amplify. or distort realities. In this
ubsemc of clarity and deeper

which fuel mistrust, sharpen divides,
and trigger reputational damage
before diplomacy has a chance to
intervene. The absence of coherence

into the very Tabric of policys mnl\mg.

Ifmessaging remains reactive, narratives
will be shaped by chaos rather than
strategy.

Dlplomdcw can no longer afford
to treat communication as an
afterthought. It must be embedded
at the start of decision-making,
ensuring that policies carry not
only strategic weight but
communicative clarity. In today’s
world, perception is as powerful
as policy, and messaging is as critical
as the action itsell

manipulation? The answers will
define the credibility of global
institutions in the years to come.
Geopolitical alllanccs once built
unsecun[\'or ¥ ccooperation,

d realities,
pirations at

placing people, their li
and their collective
the centre.
The geopolitical reality of 2025
X hel "

must now also engage in shaping

global communication norms. The

th[ml sphem is today’s battlefield,
Xaig)

propaganda

understanding, audiences are being  allows hostile actors to manipulate Generative Al is asa
subjected to new ground rules for  narratives and cxplml uncertainty.  game changer in this shifting terrain,
hentici d Inth reputational  altering the of influence,

wars, and algorithmic biases are as

erous as missiles. By poohng

creation, often with uneven results.

Economic policies such as tariffs
are rarely abstract; they touch
ordinary lives through rising costs
of essentials, disrupted supply
chains, and shifts in employment.
Yet, their implications are often
communicated inopaque language,
numbers, trade flows and deficit
balances that alienate rather than
inform. Climate change too suffers

management and narrative alignment
are no longer afterthoughts but
firstlines of defence. The imperative
is to align stakeholder confidence,
ensure channels of de-escalation
remain open, and minimize damage
by carefully calibrating words before
weapons. Appropriate messaging
has hccume the mumm. mohlllzing

perception, and intervention.

ces, alliances can

is nolongeratool to package decisions
but a core element of policym:
itself. Perception is as powerful as
policy, and a well-crafted message
can be as consequential as a treaty.
Strategic communication must
therefore be embedded at the start

hain, ensuring

and clarity.

Tech-driven tools are shapingnew  norms for transpa 1 u]'lhc decisi 2
models of i icati and digital resp dibilit
where non-state actors can command Whatis required isa mll.xbomm e

asmuch vi /as nation-states.  effort ! “Global!

Al can amplify, distort, or
democratize narratives depending
on who wields it. Deep-fakes blur
lam.dnd fabrication, while Al-powered

ards track sentiment in

«.\nd pmmtmg a nation’s capacity

fromasimilarc ication gap.
A graph of rising CO2 levels may
resonate in academic circles, but
for the farmer whose crop fails
under erratic rains or the urban
worker breathing toxic air, the lived
consequences demand narratives
grounded in daily realities.
Disasters, whether climate-driven
floods or trade-induced job losses.
become communication failures

to diver lly while
rcmmmngan active and responsible
global player.

As the world steps into this new

rcal—unn.dm ating strategies almost
instantly. Within this new order.

Astheworld benomm mcm&mglv

Order”, an institutional platform
bridging the gap between medium
and message, narrative and policy.
The7Rs of communication - relevance,
relatability, response, revival reconnection.
reconstruction. and reposition, must
be mainslrcumed to create a

trust is built less b

builds

and more by image:
emotional resonance.
The chall is not only

strategies must be sophisticated,
dynamic,and multidimensional. The
political climate is not only testing
meuonalpdr\dl,grmbuldcmandmg

technological but ethical.
diplomacy adapt frameworks to
ensure that truth does not collapse
under the weight of simulation?
Canc ication be both rapid

crafte
delivered, and consumed.

and responsible in an era of viral

trust while rcspcumg diversity.

The new global order must calibrate
perception. build relationships, and
drive action through mutually agrecable
communication tools. It must integrate
nlhcr than divide, connect rather

fuse. Atits core,

el}ecnvcly will be one of the most
powerful tools in navigating the
complexities of thisneo-geopolitical
era. The global stage demands not
just information, but informed,
intentional. and inclusive communication
that can withstand the noise, bridge
divides,and build a more cooperative
order.

Intheend, navigating the new age
of geopolitics will depend less on
who has the loudest voice and more
on who has the clearest message.

(The writer Is a former Civil Servant, who writes

must transform from a transactional
act into a trust-building exercise,

on cinema and strategic communigation. inputs.

expressed are personal.)

Will Supreme Court affirm Trump’s monarchy?

FELICITY DEANE

rading partnersof the United
States are facing a fresh
period of uncertainty after
a US federal appeals court
ruled President Donald Trump’s
“reciprocal” tariffs were illegal.

Ina7-4 majority. the judges ruled
Trump had exceeded his power by
invoking emergency powers to
impose tariffs of “unlimited duration
on nearly all goods from nearly
every country in the world”, upholding:
an earlier court decision.

The ruling will throw into disarray
thestrategies of trading partners still
in negotiations with the US, who
may decide to wait and see the
outcome of the legal battle.

Although therearedifferent options
available to challenge the decision,
Trump has made it clear the next
stop will be the Supreme Court.

The US Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit said the tariffs would
remain in place until October 14, to
allow time for further appeals.

The ruling tested the limits of
executive power under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA) from 1977. Trump is the
first president to use this act to
impose tariffs, setting the stage for

a test of executive power. At least
for now. itis atest the administration
appears to have failed. The judges
rejected Trump's interpretation,
which they said would place no
limit on the president to raise
revenue without any authorisation
from Cony’ess

Citing Article 1, section 8, of the
US Constitution. the majority
judgement unequivocally stated
that "tariffs are atax" and the power
totax under the Constitution rests
with Congress.

In upholding an earlier decision
by the Court of International Trade,
the appeals court majority noted: “If
the President candeclareanemergency
to cut the deficit by raising taxes in
whatever way he wishes, not much
remains of Congressional authority
over taxation.”

There were two xmpm:lm outcomes
from this latest dec

“liberation day” tariffs are (currently)
deemedillegal. Second. these “illegal”
tariffs will temporarily stay in place
to allow for the appeal options to
be explored.

Revenue will continue to be
collected under the executive orders
in question. Should the tariffs be
deemed illegal on appeal, that
revenue may need to be returned.

This ruling does not apply to all
tariffs. It doesn't cover specific
sector tariffs such as those on
aluminium and steel. However,
other tariffs imposed during the
first Trump presidency have already
been ruled illegal under World
Trade Organization rules and are
currently the subject of appeal
under the multilateral dispute
settlement system.

‘Thelatest ruling would not reverse
the decision to suspend the de
minimis exception that caused
e chaos. However, if
upheld, the rate of
value goods would
revert back to pre-"liberation day”
percentages. In many instances,

L

Héea

hand, the courts may determine
the tariffs are unlawful and must
therefore be revoked. But Congr
could subsequently move to reimpose
tariffs with fresh legislation, or
Trump could try other legal avenues.

Ifthe administration does decide

this would mean back to zero.

Trading partners initially responded
with panic to the unveiling of
Trump’s chaotic tariff agenda in
April. There rush to meet
with the president and make so-called
deals. So what should governments
of trading partners do now?

The most logical response might
be to wait out the US legal process.
because there may be no point in
making deals if the tariffs are upheld
to be illegal.

Unfortunately, this means continued
uncertainty for business. On one

to appeal to the Supreme Court,
theimportant test will not necessarily
be about tariffs but whether the
US Constitution will continue to
support the separation of powers.
The appeals court decision argues
the IEEPA does not support the
introduction of tariffs of the nugmu.lde
of the “liberation day” tariffs, What
the IEEPA does allow is for the
president to “regulate ... importation”.

Although the appeals court noted
that such arguments have been
rejected by the Supreme Court in
the past, we will have to wait and
see whetheritis a“wafer-thin reed”
that will become doctrine.

TheSupreme Court hasaconservative
majority, with six of nine judges
appointed by Republicans, including
three in Trump’s first term.

The Supreme Court has already
granted the president immunity
from prosecution in some
circumstances. If the majority
decides to allow these widespread
and indefinite tariffs, they may be
one step closer to creating an
American monarch.
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NewslItems
THE RICKSHAW WALLAH

POPULARITY OF
OLD-TIME VEHICLE

Despitethe fact that motor conveyance is making
good progress in Calcutta, the rickshaw, the most
humble vehicle to be seen on the streets of the city,
is more than holding its own, although it is not so
muchinevidence hereas in Colombo and Madras.
In his last annual report, the Commissioner of
Police states that while hackney carriages, taken
asawhole, have decreased, rickshaws have greatly
increased. “In this connection, hL adds, "It would,
1think, b
1 originally put forward in regard to increasing the
fees charged for rickshaw bearers' licenses.” Last
year 529 new licences were issued for rickshaws
and 1,150 rickshaws and palanquins (22 of (he
latter) were: lices
1930.Ri v popular
with poorer class Indians and Aug.lo -Indians, as
the fares afford a happy medium between the
taxi-cab and the gharry, and they are able to
penetrate into thoroughfares impassable to large
vehicles. The phenomenal increase in the number
of busesin thelast few months, with cheap tickets
forlong distances have, however, adver:
the rickshaw. In the important streets in Northern
Calcutta half a dozen or more of these vehicles,
mostly resplendent in plush and gilt, may be seen
at any time. Marwaris, among others, are large
proprietors of rickshaws, which they let ona (Luly
basis of about one rupee to bearers who retain
sums they earn above that amount. It is said that
the majority of the bearers, usually Beharis, earn a
respectable income. It sometimes happens that
the rickshaw is owned by a tamily. forming the sole
source of livelihood. It is worked day and night
bringing in on an average of Rs. 60 a month — a
good return on an original cost of Rs. 150 to Rs.
200.Atnight, when thetaxidriver sleepsin hiscar,
and exhaustion brings rest to gharry horses, the
rickshaw wallah, w i(h his tinkling bell successfully
haunts the streets for late fares.

AVOIDING CRASHES

“OFF-SIDE” RULE
URGED BY BENGAL
A.A

Berlin,

The Automobile Association of Bengal has
addressed a letter to the Commissioner of
Police, Calcutta, recommending the adoption,
at the earliest possible date, ul the “off-side”
rule for vehicular traffic in the city.

The rule gives the right-of-way to the vehicle
approaching from the right hand. on all roads
without exception. The Earl of Donoughmore,
Vice-President of the Automobile Association,
speaking at the annual meeting held in London,
uxrmwdpmmdlmu\»xmwnsm‘mmmddmn
in favour of the rule, and testified to the efficiency
with which it worked in France.

Itis understood there is a probability of the rule
being applied to the whole of the vehicular traffic
in the United Kingdom in the immediate future

VETERINARY REPORT

EQUINE MORTALITY
INASSAM

Shitlong,

The Veterinary Report for the year 19
by the Ministry of Education, showsa
mortality among equine and other animals from
contagious diseases, but an increase in that of
bovines; from 20939 in the previous vear to 23940
in the year under review. Foot and mouth disease,
and haemorrhagic septicaemia, share the increase,
while there was a decrease in the number of deaths
from anthrax and other contagious diseases. The
suggested introduction of legislation to ensure
effective means of control over the movement of
diseased cattle, soastostop the spread of infection,
itis added would be unpopular, but an increase in
the district sla[f Wi ould duuhllus improve matters
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However, the court this
phrase is nothing more than “a
wafer-thin reed on which to rest
such sweeping power.”
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would mnunue to be made to stimulate interest in
the work of the Department by the opening of
veterinary stalls and the giving of lectures and
demonstrations at agricultural and other shows.

NEW FLYING-BOAT

CALCUTTA-RANGOON
AIR SERVICE

Replying to an inquiry by the Committee of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce in connexion with
the proposed air service between Calcutta and
Rangoon, the Director-General of Posts and
Telegraphs has informed the Chamber that a
flying-boat was at present under construction to
theorderofthe Air Ministry. and if the trials proved
successful it would be capable of performing the
Caleutta-Rangoon flight between sunrise and
sunset.

In the meantime steps are being taken to select
suitable sites for seadromes at the two termini.

Ralemng to c‘.r[am remarks of the Committee
on Fanair servic
and Rdnnuou to commercial interests, the
Director-G
stage is concluded. it would be premature to

late proposals for a commercial service.

epaper.thestatesman.com
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Maratha stir
may be over, but
crisis remains

In acceding to six of the eight demands of the Maratha
reservation activist Manoj Jarange Patil, which allowed
him to claim victory and thousands of his followers to
celebrate, the Mahayuti government in Maharashtra led
by Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis went farther than
its predecessors but, ironically, cannot claim complete
credit or leverage it politically—yet. This stems from the
fact that in granting some of Patil's demands, such as im-
plementing the Hyderabad Gazette (1909), the Satara
Gazette (1884), and the Pune-Aundh Gazette to facilitate
Kunbi certificates for the Marathas in the OBC category.
and issuing a Government Resolution specifying the
process based on the 58 lakh records found, the Fadna-
vis-led three-party government has riled the OBCs and
their leaders, including Chhagan Bhujbal, a cabinet min-
ister.

Fadnavis would not want a Maratha-versus-OBC
formation, given the overwhelming electoral influence
of both—he asserted that his government will not let a
dispute happen—but this is far easier said than done.
The government would have to brace itself for a degree
of backlash from the OBCs. Maintaining peace between
the two powerful sections and coming good on the as-
surances made to Jarange Patil on Tuesday will call for
deft handling of competing demands, time sensitivity,
political smarts, and leveraging personal equations
across the political, social, and academic realms. The
road ahead is more slippery than it appears in the warm
glow of the accord between the government and Jar-
ange Patil.

For now, though, Fadnavis has bought himself elbow
room and time by agreeing to most of the demands,
which include, besides the key one on issuing Kunbi
certificates on the basis of the gazettes, the withdrawal
of police cases on Maratha activists filed during the agi-
tation in the past two to three years, granting compen-
sation and jobs to family members of those killed in
these protests, forming village-level committees to
serutinise applications of Marathas applying for caste
certificates, and time-bound clearance by the caste
verification committee. What the Fadnavis government
desisted from accepting is the activist's demand to rec-
ognise all Marathas as Kunbis in a blanket manner,
which the govern-
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Bihar’s election campaign is
being shaped by its youth

BHAVDEEP KANG

ihar's  massive

youth bulge is

shaping the elec-

tion campaign in
India’s most underdeveloped state.
The chief ministerial aspirants,
from doughty incumbent Nitish
Kumar to legacy politician Te-
jashwi Yadav and dynamic newbie
Prashant Kishor, all are targeting
under-30 voters, each in his own
way.

Rashtriya Janata Dal boss Te-
jashwi Yadav is just 35 and is play-
ing the youth card for all he’s
worth. On Tuesday, he grabbed
eyeballs by grooving with young-
sters on Patna’s Marine Drive.
What escaped attention was the
scene of Yadav’s dance moves: a 4-
lane  marquee  expressway
dreamed up and executed by his
arch-rival, Nitish Kumar. Running
along the banks of the Ganga, the
20-km stretch is a reminder that
whatever little development Bihar
has seen began with Kumar’s in-
nings as CM in 2005.

Tejashwi belted out a lyric in
praise of his father and former
CM, Lalu Yadav: “Lalu bina chaalu
ee Bihar na hoi” (Bihar needs Lalu).
Reminding voters of his troubled
legacy may not have been a wise
move. His family’s 15-year steward-
ship of Bihar from 1990 to 2005
saw the state slide to the bottom in
economic and human devel-
opment indicators. In the crucial

Fuzzy Logic

post-liberalisation decade, other
states took advantage of economic
reforms to forge ahead, while
Bihar remained bogged down in
caste politics, violence and cor-
ruption. For example, Tamil
Nadu's per eapita GDP shot up six-
fold to Rs 30,062 by 2004-5, well
above the all-India average of Rs
24,142, while Bihar r data

present. While Kumar’s first two
terms saw a slew of reforms,
which boosted Bihar’s growth to
an average of 11 per cent in that
period, his frequent political os-
cillations appear to have had a de-
celerating effect. While gains have
been made, Bihar remains at the
bottom of state-wise rankings on

modest Rs 7,914.

In 2005, Bihar had the highest
rate of poverty at 54.55 per cent,
the highest unemployment and
the least investment. It also had
the poorest literacy rate and the
highest birth rate. The education
system was in shambles, with
schools desperately understaffed.
A notoriously poor law and order
situation and equally poor infra-
structure stymied industrial devel-
opment. i limited
opportunities for employment at
home, labour migrated en masse
in search of livelihood.

Yadav, one of the nine children
of Lalu and Rabri Yadav, should
ideally explain how he will do
things differently. In the bad old
days, ‘social justice’ was deployed
to justify Bihar’s poor governance
and the development gap and to
protect the interests of crime
lords. Yadav knows that will no
longer fly with the young elector-
ate. So, he has sought to deflect at-
tention from his party’s disastrous
past by targeting Kumar in the

metrics, i per
capita income. It stands 15th in
terms of GSDP and accounted for
amere 2.8 per cent share in India’s
nominal GDP.

As for human development in-
dicators, the poverty rate has fallen
to 33.7 per cent (2021), while liter-
acy has improved to 797 per cent
(2022), and the total fertility rate
(TFR) has decreased from 4 in
2005 to 3in 2020. But urbanisation
is still low and population density
high, with significant unemploy-
ment. Although salaried employ-
ment improved from 4.2 per cent
in 2005 to 10 per cent in 2021, it re-
mains well below the national
average. Uttar Pradesh stands in
stark comparison to Bihar, having
progressed visibly to become one
of the top five states by industrial
output. The ageing Kumar isa con-
venient target for the youthful
Yadav in a state where 40 per cent
of voters are less than 30 years of
age. Unemployment is a huge con-
cern, and Yadav has flamboyantly
promised jobs for one crore youth.
He has also mooted a domicile pol-

icy, that is, reserving jobs for locals.
He intends to waive fees for com-
petitive exams. provide transport
to exam centres and set up a Youth
Commission. All this, in addition
to handouts of Rs 2,500 to every
woman, subsidies on gas cylinders,
free electricity and increased pen-
sions for widows, the elderly and
the differently abled.

Kumar has countered by claim-
ing he will create one crore jobs
both in the government and the
private sector over the next five
years. He also outlined plans for a
skill university under the Saat Nis-
chay Scheme to enhance employa-
bility over the next five years. To
underline the credibility of his “re-
solve”, he pointed out that 8 lakh
youth had already been given gov-
ernment jobs between 2005 and
2020. In addition, eligible women
will receive Rs 10,000 to assist
them in finding a source of in-
come, besides easy access to
credit.

Prashant Kishor, founder of the
Jan Suraj party and political strat-
egist extraordinaire, is not to be
outdone. He guarantees that local
youth will get in situ employment
at salaries ranging from Rs 10.000
to Rs 12,000 per month, thereby
obviating the need for migrating in
search of work. Remittances from
some 7.5 million workers from
Bihar account for a large chunk of
its GDP, but that hasn't deterred

Post-liberalisation, while other states took advantage of economic
reforms to forge ahead Bihar remained bogged down in caste politics

Kishor from promising that 5 mil-
lion youth will be brought back
and given jobs by his government.
Other sops include underwriting
private school fees for underprivi-
leged children and pensions for all
senior citizens.

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi
and Kanhaiya Kumar, too, have
targeted young voters with the
promise of jobs. Gandhi addressed
a ‘maharozgaar mela’ (employ-
ment fair) in Patna earlier this
year, castigating Kumar’s govern-
ment for failing to provide local
job opportunities for Bihar’s youth.
Earlier, Kanhaiya had conducted a
padyatra, raising the slogan of ‘Pa-
layan Roko, Naukri Do’ (stop mi-
gration, provide jobs).

Interestingly, none of the con-
tenders have explained just how
these jobs will materialise, given
the state’s heavy debt burden and
limited  industrial ~ growth.
‘Whoever ends up at the helm will
not be able to deliver on promises
in the short term. Until the state
accelerates infrastructure devel-
opment, improves law and order
and pro-actively implements the
labour codes so as to attract invest-
ment, Bihar’s youth will continue
to seek their livelihood elsewhere.

Bhavdeep Kang s a senior journalist with 35
years of experience working with major
newspapers and magazines. She is now an
independent writer and author.

Who will benefit politically
out of Maratha agitation?

ROHIT CHANDAVARKAR

ndia’s financial capi-

tal, Mumbai, wit-

nessed a  huge

agitation by
members of the Maratha commu-
nity during the past few days. The
agitation ended in five days on
Tuesday evening. Agitators were
demanding reservation in educa-
tion and government jobs for the
Maratha community. Over the
weekend and the first two days of
this week, road traffic was
crippled and public life was dis-
rupted by this agitation in South
Mumbai. The demand for Maratha
reservation has been long-stand-
ing. But since the agitation resur-
faced ahead of the much-awaited
civic and district couneil polls in
Maharashtra, it would be interest-
ing to check who would benefit

in the past few years, pushed the Fadnavis g
with its back to the wall on this occasion after calling
off his previous agitations without anything in hand; he
and his team of advisors-academics will be closely
watching if the Fadnavis government comes good on
what has been agreed. Secondly, the government’s
every decision and action can be—and may well be—
challenged in the courts and would have to withstand
judicial scrutiny.

The Maratha quota stir goes back nearly three dec-
ades, but in 2014, prior to the Maharashtra Assembly
elections, the then government led by Congress’ Prith-
viraj Chavan had granted 16 per cent reservation to Ma-
rathas and 5 per cent to Muslims on the strength of the
‘social and economic backwardness’ of the commu-
nities. This was struck down in the Bombay High Court.
In 2018, the then Fadnavis-led government granted the
quota again. It was upheld in the HC but capped at 12
per cent; however, the Supreme Court struck it down in
2019. The agitations, since then, have taken parts of Ma-
harashtra and Mumbai by storm. Lakhs of protestors
descending on Mumbai ended up severely disrupting
parts of south Mumbai, prompting even the HC to
sternly warn Jarange Patil about it. Whether the cur-
rent GRs, issued notably without a full cabinet meeting,
will stand legal scrutiny is an open question.

The political leveraging will prove to be difficult for
Fadnavis not only because of this aspect and the imple-
mentation headaches but also because his two dep-
uties—Shiv Sena’s Eknath Shinde and Nationalist
Congress Party’s Ajit Pawar—have been rather hands-
off on this issue. This further crystallised the perception
that the three leaders are hardly on the same page,
though they jointly make the government. And it is
noteworthy that the government’s negotiators, with Jar-
ange Patil and his team, were mostly politicians from
the Congress or the NCP who had switched allegiance
to the BJP. So, Fadnavis cannot claim to be the unlikely
hero for Marathas yet. In fact, his acumen, patience, and
political goodwill will be sorely tested in the months
ahead.

For the Marathas, especially in Marathwada, the
relative success of this agitation does not spell the end
of their troubles. At the core of their demand for reser-
vation in government jobs and educational institutions
lies the diminished opportunities for young people of
the community. This has been triggered by the continu-
ing agrarian crisis in the state and has brought out sharp
differences between them and the small section of
wealthy and politically powerful Marathas, including
most of the state’s chief ministers. Reservations, even if
theyare fully implemented, are a transitional move; the
real issue of making agrarian work sustainable for the
community remains to be addressed.

politically from this agitation. As
the agitati luded sooner
than many expected, questions re-
garding its impact still weigh on
the minds of people.

The leader of the agitation,
Manoj Jarange Patil, has, over the
past many years, been demanding
that the only way to provide reser-
vation to the Maratha community
instantly is to list them as

Kabul quake

A powerful earthquake
measuring 6.0 on the
Richter scale struck east-
ern Afghanistan, with its
epicentre in Nangarhar

province at a shallow Uttarakhand.
depth of just 8 km. The
disaster caused large- Teachers’ worth

scale devastation, wiping
out entire villages. Official
figures confirm over 800
lives lost and more than
2,500 injured, with the toll
expected to rise as rescue
operations continue. The
tragedy highlights
Afghanistan’s vulnerability
to natural disasters and
the urgent need for sus-
tained international coop-
eration in reconstruction
and rehabilitation.

RS Narula, Patiala

Educate giris

In 2007, Safeena Husain
started Educate Girls
from a handful of schools;
the movement now

stretches across 30,000 how to live.

villages, touching over 2 Prof. Vijay Koshti, Sangli
million lives. She was hon-

oured with this year's Dirty politics

Ramon Magsaysay Award,
Asia's highest tribute to
public service. Through
Vidya and Pragati, and the
tireless devotion of 23,000

volunteers, Educate Girls
nurtures confidence, dis-
mantles barriers, and cul-
tivates leadership where it
was once unimaginable.
Vijay Singh Adhikari,

India celebrates Teacher's
Day on September 5, hon-
ouring Dr S. Radhakrish-
nan. This day reminds us
that education is not only
about marks but also
about shaping life and
building character. Today,
students often skip
schools and colleges, rely
heavily on private coach-
ing, or spend hours on so-
cial media. Parents too
see education only as a
tool for jobs and grades.
Modern technology pro-
vides easy answers but
weakens students' think-
ing and creativity. Exams
may test knowledge, but
only teachers can teach us

Apropos the report "PM
tears into RID-Congress
over abuse to dead mom"
(Sept 3). The recent epi-
sode during Rahul Gan-

members of the Kunbi community
and extend the benefit enjoyed by
the Kunbis to them. But the gov-
ernment has not been able to do
this, as the move might get chal-
lenged in the courts and be
blocked. Traditionally, the Mara-
tha community has been the rul-
ing and the landholding
community in the region. How-
ever, because of the fragmentation
of the agricultural land and the
agrarian crisis caused by climate
change and other factors, the com-
munity now faces economic chal-
lenges and has shifted to jobs in
urban areas. This has led to the
question as to why the poor within
the Marathas should not get the
benefit of reservations similar to
the OBCs in the state.

Though the agitation ended in
five days, it generated a huge re-
sponse. Now, the question is, who
stands to gain the most politically
from it?

What needs to be understood is
how the Maratha agitation, and its
coverage in the national as well as
regional media, has galvanised and
polarised the OBC community in
Maharashtra. Some of the OBC
leaders are already speaking to the

media about how they are op-
posed to giving reservation to the
Maratha community from the
OBC quota in case the Marathas
are listed as Kunbis. This galvan-
isation and polarisation is likely to
affect the upcoming municipal
and civic polls in Maharashtra.

The next thing that is to be fac-
tored in is how the BJP, in the past
three to four decades, has culti-
vated the OBC community as their
assured vote bank. In the 1980s
and '90s, the BJP ideologue, Vasan-
trao Bhagwat, designed the idea of
taking the various OBC commu-
nities along and promoting leaders
from them as BJP leaders. Some
leaders, like Gopinath Munde and
Annasaheb Dange, among others,
were given prominence in the BJP
government, which came to
power for the first time in Maha-
rashtra in 1995.

This made the BJP look like a
party that enjoyed the political
support of the OBC community in
Maharashtra on a large scale. On
the other hand, Sharad Pawar’s
NCP, since it was formed in 1999,
always appeared as if the party
was predominantly a political out-
fit of the Marathas. The Congress,

traditionally, had leaders mainly
from the Maratha community and
some from the SC-ST categories.

Now. this brings about an inter-
esting observation and prediction
about who will benefit from the
Maratha agitation and the result-
ing OBC polarisation. Many ob-
servers feel that the BJP is set to
gain politically, as the OBCs will
likely get united and support the
party in the upcoming polls. The
other factor is that of the chief
ministerial face. Many argue that
the Marathas are upset about Ma-
harashtra having a Brahmin chief
minister. But an interesting obser-
vation presented by some party in-
siders is that if the OBCs and the
Marathas are divided over the res-
ervation issue, both sides may
prefer to have a face which is
neither Maratha nor OBC! This
makes Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis’s position in the current
situation stronger!

The political impact of this agi-
tation is going to be long-lasting.
Though unpredictable as of now,
many feel that in the upcoming
civie polls as well as the district
council polls that are likely to
happen in Maharashtra in the first

It’s tough for the govt to allow reservation for Marathas from OBC quota,
as proving that Maratha community is socially backward is difficult

quarter of 2026, the BJP is likely to
gain ground due to polarisation of
the Marathas and the OBCs.

Itis very difficult for the govern-
ment to allow reservation for the
Marathas from the OBC quota, for,
as various committees have said in
the past, proving that the Maratha
community is socially backward is
very difficult. The Supreme Court
struck down the reservation given
to the Maratha community by the
Fadnavis government in 2019 on
this very basis. But it is possible for
the Union government to bring in
some legislation and amendments
to the Constitution to allow a
higher percentage of reservation
in Maharashtra, which will then
open the channel for Maratha res-
ervation. All this is a long-drawn
process, and nobody has any clue
as to when it will happen or
whether it will happen. For the
time being, the Maratha agitation
is very much a political issue
which the various political outfits
are trying to benefit from.

Rohit Chandavarkar is @ senior journalist
who has worked for 31 years with various
leading newspaper brands and television
channels in Mumbai and Pune.
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A helping hand
Kind and compassionate India
(though in the midst of a Trump
Tariff dilemma) was the first to
help Afghanistan, which was hit
by a massive earthquake in
which around 800 people died
and over 2,800 were injured.
The world's nations should unite
to help the people there.
Afghanistan has been facing in-
stability for decades due to in-
ternal strife under the Taliban
rule and a drop in foreign aid.
While foreign aid can be ex-
tended to tide over the recent
crisis, what the country needs
most in the long runis an
elected government.

Sreelekha P.S., Telangana

HASAN ZAIDI

dhi's Voter Adhikar Yatra
in Bihar has deeply sad-
dened every right-thinking
Indian. It is shocking that
such derogatory and
abusive language was
used against PM Modi.
This is not just an insult to
the PM as an individual
but to the dignity of the of-
fice he holds. The INDIA
bloc must remember that
electoral battles are won
through policies, ideas,
and vision, not by abusing
opponents.

The recent presentation of
India’s first indigenous 32-
bit chip, "Vikram-32", to
PM Modi is truly a moment
of pride for the nation.
This is not just a tech-
nological breakthrough
but also a solid step to-
wards the vision of an At-
manirbhar Bharat. For
decades, India has de-
pended on foreign tech-

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali  nology, but this chip—de-
signed to withstand the
Great toughest conditions of
achievement space missions—proves

semiconductor map.

the strength of our scien-
tists and engineers. This
initiative will help India se-
cure its place on the global

The Supreme Court, in its
order, has rejected the ap-
peal of ethanol-blended

petrol, challenging the
centre's policy of rolling out
20% ethanol-blended pet-
rol (E20) without providing
consumers an option to
purchase ethanol-free fuel.
The policy violates the fun-
damental rights of vehicle
owners whose vehicles are

Aradhya Singh, not compatible to E20.
Azamgarh  Also, the damage caused to
vehicles by E20 is not
E20 petrol covered under the insur-

ance policy.
Dimple Wadhawan,
Kanpur
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Maha govt buys peace on
Maratha quota, for now

bai heaved a sigh of relief after Maratha quota activist Manoj Jar-
ange declared “victory" and called off his “peaceful” protest — one that
the Bnmbdy high court rightly noted was far from peaceful. Mr Jarange
raged the numerical strength of the Maratha community to pres
sure the Daveudra Fadnavis-led government into accepting most of his demanc

However, neither the government's assurances nor Mr Jarange's victory clauns
mean the Marathas will immediately receive reservation under the Other Back-
ward Classes category. What has been accepted is Mr Jarange’s demand for imple-
menting the Hyderabad Gazetteer, a move that could allow Marathas from the
Marathwada region to establish their Kunbi credentials — a step toward potential
OBC inclusion.

, CM Devendra Fadnavis has managed to calm the situation for now.
But there is no guarantee that protesters won't feel betrayed and return to the
streets in a few months. Besides, backlash from OBC groups is looming large.
Many within the OBC community view the inclusion of Marathas as a dilution of
their rights.

The Maratha reservation movement dates to the early 1980s. Although tradition-
ally regarded as a dominant group in Mahaxahtra many Marathas — especially

in rural areas — e faced increasing economic
There i is a concern that 15ship due to agrxcultural distress, unemployment
granting reservations and limited access to modern opportunities. While
1 arathas could politically influential, poorer subgroups of the com-
open‘:h’: ﬂoodagsatas to munity often feel excluded from the benefits of devel-
“domand opment, particularly in education and government
emands from other nployment. These grievances have fuelled calls for
dominant groups, such rmative action as the solution to their problems.
as the Patelsin  While the concerns are genuine and deserve atten-
Gujarat, Jats in tion, whether the Maratha community qualifies for
Hal Guij . caste-based reservation remains contentious. Even if
Haryana, Gujjars in ¢ vovernment yields to political pressure, such a
Rajasthan and Kapus move may not stand up to judicial scrutiny.
in Andhra Pradesh  In 2021, the Supreme Court struck down the previ-
ous attempt to grant reservation to Marathas under
the Socially and Educationally Backward Communities (SEBC) Act, 2018. The
court ruled not only that it breached the 50 per cent cap on reservations but also
that there was insufficient evidence to prove the community’s social and educa-
tional backwardness.

A more constructive approach would involve conducting thorough, data-driven
surveys to determine if certain Maratha subgroups genuinely meet the criteria for
OBC inclusion. However, political parties and protest leaders avoid this path.

There is also a concern that granting reservations to Marathas could open the
floodgates to similar demands from other dominant communities, such as the
Patels in Gujarat, Jats in Haryana, Gujjars in Rajasthan and Kapus in Andhra
Pradesh. If governments start awarding reservations to numerically dominant
communities based solely on political expediency or economic grievances, it
undermines the very foundation of reservatlon which is meant to address social
and not distress. And political leaders, espe-
cially those in power, have a duty to clarify this to people rather than weaponising

ir quota demands for electoral gain.

As elections approach, it is common for politicians to promise reservations to
influential groups without fully assessing whether they meet constitutional crite-
ria. These pledges, often unsupported by solid data, are ﬁ‘equently struck down by
the courts — leading to more protests, social unrest and polarisation.

Unjustified, unconstitutional reservation can also deepen social divides.
Communities excluded from quotas may feel resentment, further entrenching
caste-based politics. The fight for justice must not turn into a race for quotas.

Family feud to weaken BRS more

uccession battles within family-run regional political parties are never easy and
Suaually leave even the winners fairly scarred. The one that has been unfolding in
'"Telangana over the past few mﬂm.hs in the Bharat Rashtra Samithi supremo K.
ly among the family and extended family mem-

0's family
bers is no exception.

Chandrashekar Rao’s suspension of his daughter, K. Kavitha, from the party on dis-
ciplinary grounds, coupled with her startling allegations of corruption against some top
BRS leaders — packaged as a retaliatory move coinciding with her announcement of
quitting both the BRS and the Legislative Council on Wednesday — promises an
intriguing drama of palace politics in the days to come.

Brother-sister battles over political legacy, and the power and pelf that come with it,
are not new to Telugu land. Not too long ago, people witnessed a straight fight between
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy and Y.S. Sharmila for Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy’s legacy.

The current one in Telangana began as a presumed supremacy fight between Kavitha
and K.T. Rama Rao, the heir apparent to Chandrashekar Rao's legacy and the reins of
the BRS. But it took a curious turn in the last few days, with Kavitha shifting her target
from her brother to the extended family, parucularly her cousins and Mr

drashekar Rao’s confidants, T. Harish Rao and J. Santosh Kumar.

'l'he daughter professes that it is not about power or legacy, but about how

drashekar Rao, a trusting man, is mg ‘bamboozled by those he trusts the most,
and how both he and his son, Rama Rao, are in peril — just as the BRS itself is— falling
victim to Harish Rao's machinations and villainy. It is an open secret that even Rama
Rao and Harish Rao, a force to reckon with in the BRS, have no love lost for each other
but have mastered the art of coexisting due to mutual compulsions.

And though Kavitha's charges about the corruption of Harish Rao and Santosh
Kumar have put the BRS, and consequently Chandrashekar Rao, in a tight spot for the
time being, the family feud has only fuelled speculation that the unfolding drama is a
well-scripted drama by the core “Kalvakuntla” family, which might be united in its pur-
pose to rid itself of pm.enual risks from within but nnt of the family. Yet with the blood-
letting on, what could remain is an already weakened BRS turning further anaemic.
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ien the Modi Sarkar unveiled its later-

GST 2.0: A major reform
or SOps for hard-pressed?

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

rime Minister Na-
ndra Modi pro-
mised structural
reforms of the
and Ser-

vices Tax (GST) re i
his Independence Day
address which would lower
prices, increase consump-
tion, and thereby boost
GDP. This longterm
reform strategy is made
even more urgent by the
American intransigence in
imposing penal import tar-
iffs on India. The GST
Council, chaired by finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, has met this
week to determine a new
structure for GST 2.0 to
replace GST 1.0 — a value
added tax implemented in
fiscal 2017-18 which consol-
idated mumple indirect
taxes levied by the Union
and state governments into
a single tax applicable

across the country.

The benefits thus far
have been significant. The
value-added format avoids
the “cascadi fect” of
tax levied on the tax
already paid, by making all
tax on input purchase
deductible from the final
tax burden, by linking the
purchase invoice with the
sale invoice. This also cre-
ates an incentive to avoid
cash payments without a
bill, thereby enlarging the
tax base and revenue.

There is, however, much
to rectify. First, the exist-
ing GST has six rates —
zero for agricultural
unprocessed, unpackaged

and social services,
five per cent for high vol-
ume and low margin essen-
tials and daily needs, 12 per
cent for garments, pro-
cessed food and telecom
services, 18 per cent for
electronic and electrical
consumer durables, IT and
business services and capi-
tle goods and 28 per cent for

“sin” and luxury goods.
including  automobiles,
tobacco products and
Plus, there is a special low
rate of 1-3 per cent for gold,
silver, cut diamonds and

move, not a national

jewellery.

This multiplicity of tax
rates encourages misclassi-
fication to evade tax and
costs more administrative-
ly. Collection efficiency —
the share of tax collected
versus the potential — at
about 60 per cent — reflects
a common problem of ec-
onomies with multiple
rates in Europe, where col-
lection efficiencies are sim-
ilar. In Brazil, a developing
economy like India, the
efficiency is below 40 per
cent. In comparison, in
New Zealand and South
Africa, both with a single
tax rate of 15 per cent, the
collection efficiency is
higher, at about 77 per cent
and 98 per cent respective-
ly. However, tax efficiency
also depends on the compo-
sition of the tax base,
which varies across coun-
tries, making a fair “apples
toapples” comparison diffi-
cult. The UK, with three tax
rates, has a collection effi-
ciency of 70 per cent, far
higher than in Europe, il-
lustrating that institution-
al  differences also
matter.

In India. tax collection
efficiency can be sis
cantly enhanced by hri.ng—
ing alcohol and petroleum
fuels under GST 2.0. These
account for about five per
cent of India’s GDP. The
addition of these gmds can

t the tax base by 12 per
cent from 2140 trillion to
157 trillion and the rev-
enue collected by 60 per
cent from 225 trillion to 240
trillion. Sadly, the political
economy is not supportive.
‘These provide about 40 per
cent of the “own revenues”
of state governments and
are key to their fiscal sov-
eneiguty. Only a grand bar-
gain, giving more voting
power to states within the
GST Council, and safe-

guards guaranteeing tax
buoyancy‘ would be neces-
sary, but perhaps not as
generous as the 14 per cent
promised in GST 1.0, given
low inflation prospects in
future. States should also

the fiscal overhang of climat

This is clever
accounting, but far from
structural reform. The
objective of improving
the efficiency of tax
collection significantly
remains compromised to
manage the near time
impact on consumers
and protect govemment
revenue.

consider that fast expand-
ing electrification of frans-
port can severely damage
future revenues from
petroleum fuels. Bringing
agriculture under GST can
become possible only once
it evolves into a commer-
cially-oriented and prof-
itable sector.

GST 2.0 must optimise
across the three primary
objectives: of reducing the
incidence of tax on con-
sumers; increasing its eco-
nomic efficiency by reduc-
ing the number of rates;
and generating more rev-
enue via boosted consump-
tion and growth.

An SBI research report
suggests collapsing the
existing six into five rates
by ending the existing rate
of 12 per cent and shifting
products in the associated
tax base (five per cent of
total tax base) to the lower
tax slab of five per cent.
Similarly, the highest tax
rate of 28 per cent (share in
tax base of 15 per cent)
could be ended. Two-thirds
of the tax base moved to the
lower tax rate of 18 per cent
and the remaining five per
cent share in tax base,
moved to a new much high-
er tax rate of 40 per cent.

The net result is that for
80 per cent of consumers,
the tax burden will remain
the same. For 15 per cent of
purchases, the tax burden
will reduce by 7-10 per cent.

Just five per cent of pur-
chases in the lmu:y auto-
mobiles and “sin goods”
segment will attract a hefty
12 per cent additional tax.
‘This restructuring fits well
with the objective of bene-
fiting the largest set of con-
sumers or holding them

armed, whilst soaking
the rich and the wayward
via a higher “sin tax”,
which partially pays for
the tax reductions enjoyed
by the middle class. Those
at low-income levels

te finance, New Delhi

remain unharmed.

This is clever accounting,
but far from structural
reform. The objective of
improving the efficiency of
tax collection significantly
remains compromised to
manage the near time
impact on consumers and
protect government rev-
enue. The inflation impact
is assessed at an additional
0.25 percentage points. SBI
anticipates an overall
deficit initially of unto ¥1.1
trillion in the annual rev-
enue collection, but expects
this can be neutralised by
Lhe consumpuon boosting

“income effect” of lower
tax for consumers in 15 per
cent of the tax base.
Industry, however, is wary
of demand compression in
automobiles if they are
included in the “sin tax” 40
per cent segment.

The weighted average
rate of GST continues
decreasing from 14.4 per
cent at inception to 11.6 per
cent in 2019 to 9.5 per cent
in GST 2.0, illustrating the
favourable direction of
change in tax for a signifi-
cant segment of con-
sumers. Tax buoyancy will
depend on how propensity
to save windfall gains dur-
ing tough times plays out
versus the marginal
propensity of consumers to
spend (mostly in the higher
income-tax brackets). The
tax structure remains com-
plex with five rates, includ-
ing a special rate for dia-
monds, jewellery and pre-
cious metals. Increase in
the efficiency of tax collec-
tion will depend on the
level of tax breaks given for
products where demand is
suppressed by income.
There is also the issue of
neutralising the likely dif-
ferential impact across
states depending on their
income and consumption

profiles. A good first step
fm meaningful engage-
ment, in the spirit of coop-
erative federalism, would

for the finance minister
to pledge that no state will
be harmed by the change.

Whether some will be
benefited more than others
would then be her
discretion.

The writer is
Distinguished Fellow,
Chintan Research
Foundation, and was
earlier with the IAS and
the World Bank

LETTE

WAR CRIMINAL

Prime Minister of israel
Benjamin Netanyahu will never
be forgiven by history for the
genocide committed by him in
Gaza resulting in the deaths of
over 62,000 and the starva-
tion and mutilation of count-
less young ones. India has
recently passed a resolution
against this heinous act. But
what is the use of crying foul
now, when the annihilation of
the Gaza Strip as planned by
Israel is almost complete?
Doesn't it remind all of the
adage, “closing the stable
door after the horse has bolt-
ed”? Though the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) movement has gained
new traction, it is too little and
too late. Netanyahu deserves
to be tried and severely pun-
ished, the earlier, the better.
Tharcius S. Fernando
Chennai

MANIPUR RECKONING

THE HOME ministry’s renewed dialogue
with Kuki-Zo insurgent groups, timed with
the PM’s impending visit to Manipur, is
both overdue and significant. Since ethnic
ialence brok in May 2023, the h:
endured prolonged insecurity, highway
blockades and eventually President’s Rule.
The PM's absence for over a year fed per-
ceptions of neglect, while mistrust between
Meiteis and KukiZos deepened, Why the
visit now? Pressures have mounted from
civil society and global observers plus the
imperative to restore vital supply lines to
the Imphal valley. If highways reopen, it
will be a practical step toward normalcy
and a symbolic gesture of reconciliation.
wamy J.
Cbemmi

INNOVATION HOPE

AS THE WORLD rewires its destiny in sili-
con, India stands at a crossroads — will it
remain a consumer of chips or rise as an
architect of the digital future? India mark-
ed a milestone at Semicon India 2025 with
thelaunch of “Vikram®, its first fully indige-
nous 32bit microprocessor, designed and
fabricated by Isro's Semi-Conductor Lab-
oratory. Adding thrust, NIT Rourkela and
PME( Belhampur unveiled chips for IoT
, biomedical sensing, energy har-
vesting and Al-based face recognition. Pro-
mising as these strides are, India’s semicon-
ductor ecosystem, however, remains nas-
cent. For globally, the race Js relentless.
Alibaba develops a next-gen Al
chip amid US curbs on Nvidia, while
Japan's Rapidus pushes toward 2 nm fabri-
cation, challenging TSMC's supremacy.
Vijay Singh Adhikari

Nainital

real story isn’t just about a few illegal eco huts

Dilip Cherian
Dilli Ka Babu

Lateral entry:
A reform lost
in translation

al entry scheme in 2018, it promised to
shake up the ossified steel frame of
Indian governance with an injection of
fresh ideas and outside expertise. The pitch was
sedncme Cmthmughthenad ipe by bringing in
who had
maxk managed scale and thought beyond the
dusty rulebooks of North Block. Seven years later,
the scheme finds itself in limbo, more a footnote in
bagg chatter than the revolution it once claimed
to
The reasons are hardly mysterious. For one, the
government stumbled headlong into the reserva-
tmn debate. By defining lateral entry posts as “sin-
gle-post cadres™ and therefore outside the ambit of
consntut\cmll quotas, it invited criticism of
tive action. Politically, that was
never. gumg to fly. Instead of addressing it head-on
— say, by designing a transparent system of
reserved slots — the government blinked, quietly
withdrawing advertisements for 45 posts last year
and pretending it was all part of a grand re-think.
’l‘hen there’s the talent pool problem. Rather
than attracting the best of India’s boardrooms,
apph(ztmns have dlspmpomonately come from
midmanagers keen to stay in Delhi. Add to
that a salary structure pegged to government
scales, which is far below what senior private sec-
tor leaders command. The only people willing to
take the plunge are those who view it as a lifestyle

+

calling.
Even for those who did make it in, the

‘ment was underwhelming. Experts hired for
domain knowledge found themselves lost in the

labyrinth of file notings and procedural niceties,
their skills underused. Innovation can’t flourish
when you're reduced to navigating the same
bureaucratic sludge as career civil servants.

t was meant to be a bold reform now
appears to be yet another committee-bound exer-
cise, caught between the imperatives of social j
tice, the realities of compensation, and the unwill-
Jingness to redefine roles, Unless the government
creates a distinct lateral track with clear man-
dates, competitive pay, and built-in accountabili
ty, this scheme will remain exactly what it is
today.

CURIOUS COMEBACK OF URJIT PATEL
The irony is rich. Urjit Patel. the Reserve Bank
governor who famously walked away mid-term in
2018, citing “personal reasons” while everyone
whispered “government interference," is now
India’s man at the International Monetary Fund.
The very establishment that once bristled at his
autonomy streak has wheeled him back into the

t, this time with a global microphone.
This isn’t just about Mr Patel. It's about India’s
shifting caleulus on credibility. In a world where
IMF boardrooms are wmghmgdeht distressin Sri
Lanka, precarious reserves in and

seems to have decided that mpuvanon uumps
Patel, with his infl

cipline and IMF pedigree, offers both gravntas md

a familiar technocratic face,

But the backsr.ory ‘matters. His 2018 resignation
was the first time in decades that a sitting RBI
Governor quit abruptly, sparking debates about
the Centre's overreach. Shaktikanta Das' smooth
su(xxzssion only deepened suspicions of a “yes-
man" preference. Fast forward to today, and Mr
Patel’s quiet rehabilitation raises uncomfortable
questions: the government truly come to
value institutional independence, or is this
simply a case of redepluymg a skilled insider
abroad, where his autonomy won't sting quite as
much?

‘Whatever the answer the signal to the interna-
tional community is clear: India is fielding a
heavyweight at the IMF table For Mr Patel. it'sa
redemption arc, For the Centre, it's a test of
whether it can project technocratic credibility
abroad while still wrestling with political interfer-
ence at home.

Sometimes, the louder message lies not in the

itself, but in thy itqui-
etly papers over.

THE LONE WHISTLE IN THE HIMALAYAS
In Uttarakhand, where every monsoon brings
frest : finain

of the fragility. the

+

tucked away in Munsiyari. It's about the one man
who refused to look away. Sanjiv Chaturvedi,
chief conservator of forests, has once again done
what few babus dare — call out wrongdoing in
black and white, no matter how powerful the play-
ers involved.

Mr Chaturvedi is not new to this. A Magsaysay
Award winner, he has made a career out of expos

corruption, whether it was in AIIMS or the
Harya.na forest department, often paying the price
transfers, inquiries, and isolation. In
M]mslyar], he flagged how rules were bent,
approvals bypassed, and public revenue siphoned
off under the guise of eco-tourism. More impor-
tantly, he named names and demand led real
accountability, urging nothing less than CBI and
ED investigations. ’l’hat takes courage in a system
where blowing the whistle often means blowing
up your own career.

Tnterestingly, the Centre only stirred into action
after his report landed on desks, ordering the state
forest department fo prosecute those responsible.
Without Mr Chaturvedi's doggedness, the issue
would likely have been buried under the usual
rubble of “development” projects.

Love them, hate them ignore them at

national peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s

belief. Share significant babu escapades.
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.
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You are the bows from which your children as living
arrows are sent forth.
Khalil Gibran
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Loud and lawless:
Goa’s nightlife
outshines justice

oa’s coastal areas, especially the Anjuna-Vagator belt,
continue to be abuzz with noise pollution, highlighting
a systemic breakdown in upholding the law despite clear
court rulings and political commitments. The recent RTI
information, which reveals the harsh truth of inaction
amid increasing violations, illustrates how the system has failed to
shield residents from relentless noise disturbances created by bus-
tling nightclubs and restaurants despite assurances. This breakdown
reflects a sorry state where economic benefits, tourism, and political
collaboration have eclipsed the rights and well-being of citizens.

In the last four years, governmental records indicate a concerning
trend: a rise in documented cases against clubs and venues violating
noise regulations, yet an exceedingly low rate of charge sheets and
fines. In 2025, despite 17 cases being recorded by August, no charge
sheets had been filed. Previous years exhibited some movement—ini-
tial compliance from 2021 to 2023 appeared encouraging—but starting
in 2024, cases accumulated with minimal follow-up. Repeat offenders
continued their operations without consequence, disregarding legal
limits as authorities remain indifferent.

This trend highlights a systemic stagnation — where cases are re-
ported but enforcement is merely superficial rather than meaningful.
Residents, who have endured sleepless nights and disrupted lives,
express a sense of disillusionment: “Cases are just on paper,” they
remark. Despite the court’s orders, which include the installation of
sound monitoring devices and strict penalties, violations persist, par-
ticularly during peak tourist periods and national holidays. Every ex-
tended weekend illustrates this failure, with music blasting into the
early hours, disregarding legally imposed restrictions.

The RTI reveals a chasm between policies and their enforcement.
The judiciary has mandated actions such as real-time sound moni-
toring, penalties, and the display of decibel thresholds, yet these di-
rectives are either overlooked or poorly implemented. The police and
pollution control authorities frequently ignore clear violations, often
citing logistical issues or arguing that regulations impede tourism.
1t is increasingly clear that nightlife and tourism are priorities over
peace and health.

The political discourse, led by the Chief Minister’s promises of ac-
tion, feels empty in light of the ongoing turmoil. If we may recall, the
CM vowed once again a crackdown on noise pollution in the monsoon
session of the Legislative Assembly. Despite pledges to crack down on
noisy establishments and directives to apply existing laws, enforce-
ment remains inconsistent and ineffective. The repeated inability to
shut down or penalise offenders conveys the message that legality is
flexible — an unwritten invitation for businesses to operate outside
the law, often backed by political influence or economic motivation.

The systemic breakdown provokes key questions. Why are there
laws if they are not upheld? How can the government rationalise ig-
noring violations that have a concrete negative impact on residents’
health, sleep, and mental well-being? The struggles of locals — who
are unable to access justice— should have taken precedence. Sadly,
the law, which is intended to protect vulnerable communities, has be-
come ineffective, unable to deliver justice or restore tranquility.

This circumstance calls for critical reflection on a scenario that is
unfolding right before our eyes, yet there is no remedy. The politi-
cal class feels it, and so does the government and the judiciary, but
sadly, the issue lies much deeper. The ongoing turmoil indicates a
breakdown in governance — a failure of accountability and political
resolve. Without real enforcement, the issue of noise pollution will
persist, silencing the voices of those yearning for peace.

Watch needed on shops
selling pre-owned mobiles

‘udos to the Goa Police for returning 50 recovered mobile phones to their
Kighﬁul owners thereby bringing relief to citizens across the state who had

eported theft or loss of their phones. Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Keshav Ram Chaurasia has reportedly urged the public to verify second-hand
phones before buying them. Possessing a stolen mobile phone can lead to arrest
and punishment under Section 411 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) or Section
66B of the Information Technology Act (IT Act), with penalties including im-
prisonment, fines, or hoth. To avoid this, one needs to verify the IMEI number
of any pre-owned phone, promptly report lost or stolen phones to the police
and immediately deposit the handset at the police station. If one finds that the
mobile is missing, the phone should be blocked across all telecom networks
making the handset unusable with any SIM card. Filing a First Information
Report with the police is essential to protect oneself from liability if the stolen
phone is used in a crime. A close watch needs to be maintained on shops selling
pre-owned phones.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Is India headed towards total anarchy?

Individual as well as mob violence has become order of the day, mostly
over frivolous reasons. Violence cannot be justified, whatever the reason

>The writeris a
senior journalist
| and media trainer

ABHAY MOKASHI

Maharashtra, and the country are

a cause for concern for all those
who have faith in democracy and wish to
retain and maintain it. There are rising
incidents of violence, of people taking
the law into their hands, and of violation
of law, as well as court orders. If such
acts are not checked in time, we could be
heading for anarchy.

Individual as well as mob violence has
become the order of the day, most often
over frivolous reasons. Even otherwise,
violence cannot be justified, whatever
the reason. It is shocking that in a land
of Buddha, Mahavir, Gandhi, and so
many others, more and more people are
becoming violent, and an equal number,
or more, are becoming victims of such
violence.

The violence must be seen in the
light of increasing involvement of peo-
ple in religious activities. While more
and more people are getting attracted
to their respective religions, it reflects
less of spiritualism and more of fanati-
cism. This fanaticism is dangerous, and
sois fundamentalism when it starts ad-
versely affecting others. We see not just
religious fanaticism but also political,
lingual, and that of animal and bird
lovers.

There is no absolute freedom guaran-
teed even in our Constitution. Freedoms
come with restrictions, and that is the
way it should be. It is time to evaluate
some of the fanaticism existing in the
society, not necessarily in the order of
demerit.

Speaking Marathi

It is observed that some of the fanatics
become active as elections near, like the
linguistic and religious fanatics. The de-
mand for the use of Marathi in the state,
especially in the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region, surfaces as different elections
approach. With elections for several civ-
ic bodies in the region due, there is em-
phasis on the use of Marathi. There is
nothing wrong with expecting residents
of Mumbai or Maharashtra to speak in
Marathi, even if they are migrants. It is
a shame that those staying here for long
periods of time, sometimes even for
decades, proudly state that they do not
know Marathi, the local language.

Recem developments in Mumbai,

While more
and more peo-
ple are getting
attracted to
their respec-
tive religions,
it reflects less
of spiritualism
and more of

. fanaticism

The reason why most of them got
beaten up was not that they did not
know Marathi but due to their arrogant
statements that they will not learn or
speak the local language. Yet, that is
no justification for the violence by po-
litical activists or anti-social elements.
Those who have any complaints about
such issues should seek legal remedies
instead of taking the law into their own
hands.

Those indulging in such violence
do not like to be called uncivilised or
goondas. A case in point is that of a
civil servant stating that members of
a certain political party are goondas.
Annoyed by the statement, some
members of that political party
violently protested against the
statement in a way endorsing the view
of the civil servant. Given their political
thinking, nothing better could have
been expected.

Illegal migrants

Just like the linguistic issue, raising
religious issues or issues related to
false nationalism or patriotism helps
some political parties to polarise peo-
ple and garner more votes. One such is-
sueis that of alleged illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh. A local leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in Mumbai goes
about identifying Bangladeshi people
in the city with a gang of his stooges.
Ifhe has doubts about somebody’s na-
tionality, he should report the matter
to the police instead of carrying out a
house-to-house search, which he has
no right to do.

It is not that the police will be ju-
dicious in their role. Almost all those
who have been identified as Bangla-
deshi are Bengali-speaking Muslims,
and it is a clear sign of religious perse-
cution. The involvement of some police
personnel in this game is clear from the
fact that in the First Information Report
(FIR) against these alleged Bangladesh
citizens, it has been mentioned that
they speak the Bangladeshi language,
instead of stating that they speak Ben-

gali. Some cases have come to light in
courts of law that Indian Bengalis were
deported to Bangladesh.

Yet another fanaticism is that of
feeding dogs and pigeons. While
one recognises the rights of animals
and birds, the effect of such rights
on humans has to be considered too.
A recent news report stated that, on
average, 78 cases of dog bites are re-
ported from Pune every day. Efforts
need to be made to ensure that there
are no stray dogs and cattle on the
streets.

Cruelty to animals

Those feeding cows and pigeons
need to see that they are being cruel to
those they feed. Not only do these ani-
mals become obese, but they also be-
come dependent on humans for food
and give up their natural way of forag-
ing for food.

The same is the case with cows; they
are being overfed, as the number of
cows available for feeding is far less
than the number required given the
population of feeders. Force-feeding
of cows is often seen in urban areas. To
add to it, the cows are hardly taken for
a walk, making them obese.

Most dogs have also been turned into
vegetarians by those feeding them, or
they are fed only biscuits. This should
belooked at as cruelty.

Pigeon feeding must be stopped, as.
there are proven cases of lung dam-
age due to pigeons. Without wanting
to be personal, it should be stated that
this author’s wife’s lungs had 8o per
cent damage due to fibroids caused
by the presence of pigeons that led
to her early demise. It is shocking to
note that leaders of a religion, which
preaches non-violence, threaten to
turn to violence if pigeon feeding is
stopped.

The authorities should give priority
to public health instead of their elec-
toral needs while taking decisions on
such matters in the state.

—FpJ
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Corruption in Goa is being
masked as development

In early 2025, former BJP minister
Pandurang Madkaikar accused
members of his own govemment of
“brazen loot” and being busy counting
money. Later in 2025, minister Govind
Gaude was removed from the cabinet
after he alleged corruption within the
tribal welfare department. Later he
complained that his statement had been
misinterpreted. He had also levelled
charges that contractors were asked to
pay slush money to get theirworks done.
Minister Mauvin Godinho was acquitted
in August 2025 in a 1998 power rebate
scam case that was originally exposed
by former chief minister Manohar
Parrikar. The state’s anti-coruption
ombudsman, the Lokayukta, has been
inactive since December 2024. It
shows that corruption is being masked
as development, with questionable
decisions and unchecked projects
compromising both public trust and
welfare. Past former Goa Governor
Satyapal Malik had called Goa one of
the most corrupt states in India. Fatorda
MLA Vijay Sardesai, had exposed
innumerable scams, small and big,

that had dragged Goa down the path of
irreversible ruin. These issues will always
be shrouded in mystery with no clear
starting point to uphold accountability.

KG VILOP, Chorao

People do not mind electing
leaders with fake degrees

This degree controversy has been going
on forabout 10 years now, so for the
past 10 years, people are aware that it is
a fake degree. All but the most stupid,
know that. And, if they know that much,
they also know that their Lord and
master has lied. And during that period,
they have voted for him twice. So, it's my
educated guess is that the said Lord and

Cases against Khalid, others seem built on sand

Can’t get over the judgement delivered today. If they are guilty,
conduct a speedy trial and give them the strictest punishment
possible as perthe laws of the land. But to keep them in jail for
years together without a trial is a tragedy far bigger than just

the unfair incarceration of a few. However big a disaster this is
for Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and the others, for India as a
nation, it is bigger, it symbolises a precipitous fall, a negation of
everything that a liberal, free and equitable society stands for.

It may well be a portend of a fate that many nations have unfortu-
nately been through, nations we had once mocked. This goes far
beyond than being a travesty of justice, there is a sneaking feel-
ing that maybe if a propertrial is conducted it might be revealed
that the cases against them were built on sand. Itis also to
ensure that educated, articulate and rational Muslim youngsters
always stay silent and never fight for what is right. The symbol-
ism and message conveyed in this persecution comes across
loud and clear. It's a shame.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim

masterwas knowingly voted because
heisaliarand he is uneducated. The
uneducated masses identify with him.
He is their kin, that is why the chaiwala
jibe backfired. And as for dishonesty,
every time you see someone jump your
queue, there you see dishonesty.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

Why was PM silent >
over rapes in Manipur?

The media will not tell us what exactly

was said, in what context and circum- Send your
stances, where and by which insignifi- letters to us
cant person. No one reportedly agreed at editor@
with what was said and the person thi n.net
concerned has long since apologized. egoan.net.
Now the PM at a rally in Delhi reportedly Letters must
pained by abuses hurled at his mother be 150-200
during the Voter Adikar Yatra in Bihar

and while he may forgive the RID and ::mms':r:‘ghe
Congress, voters in Bihar may never 2

pardon them! Further that this is no big writer's name
deal for those who insult mother India . and location

and mothers and sisters of India. The BJP
organizes rallies all over India, violence
and ink thrown on Congress office, Rahul
Gandhi must apologise and the main-
stream media goes to town in the same
vein! Where was all this when women
were paraded naked and raped in Mani-
purand otheratrocities? Old women and
infants being raped and absolute silence
from the PM? Let us have some balance
in hate and instigation of discord, espe-
cially from those at the top of the power
pyramid.

JOHN ERIC GOMES, Ponvorim

o 1o .
Building approvals given

but basics are not in place

On watching the Orlim Gram Sabha,
there were some members like Kim
Miranda and few others, who raised
basic common sense queries/concerns
with regards to the Orlim sarpanch, pan-
chas approving multi-dwelling residenc-
es with regards to issues on sewage,
parking, power, road width etc where it
was clear that the panchayat approvals
were given for the concemed builders to
construct; despite the basics not being in
place. | was aghast at seeing the appar-
ent lack of common sense being shown
by the sarpanch and his panchas. They
do not have the basic thinking ability

to challenge projects and even the TCP
(Town and Country planning Dept) based
on basic facts. It must be stated here
that this is the similar thing happening at
most Salcete panchayats including the
Colva Panchayat where | have attended
quite a few gram sabhas. The Panchayat
Minister Mauvin Godinho seems to be
pre-occupied with other things other
than ministries he is in charge of like
Panchayat, Transport etc. If he is unable
to look at basic governance from these
ministries, it's better he gives them to
some other MLAs who hopefully can do
abetterjob.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva
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STATISTICALLY SPEAKING \ 5

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON US TARIFF IMPACT

81% respondents said that despite tariff shocks India, will

: THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON BIHAR ELECTION 2025

72% believe that opposition’s use of abusive words for PM

remain the fastest growing economy in Asia.

The India News Survey on September 3, 2025, assessed the
impact of US tariffs. Conducted with 258 participants, it re-
vealed strong confidence in India’s growth resilience and

01.»>

WilLGST reforms
be impacted by US
tariffs?

03.»

Are you satisfied with
the measures taken
by the government

to deal with US tariff
shocks?

81%

81%

Yes, absolutely

B VYes, absolutely

12%

£

Disagree

government measures. Most respondents agreed Trump’s

tariffs backfired on America, with many also believing the :

US economy has already slipped into recession.

17%

Not at all

402,

2%
el

Can'tsay

Despite tariff shocks, will India remain
the fastest growing economy in Asia?

I VYes, absolutely

[ Notatall

| Cannot say

aoe son 0%

Notatall

Cannot say
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According to media reports,

7%

Trump’s tariff move has

backfired on America. Do

=

Can’t say

you agree?

Modi’'s mother overshadow 16-day campaign.

The India News Survey on Bihar
Election 2025 reveals the “Mother”
issue has become central, with 70
percent calling it the biggest topic.

01.>

Is the ‘Mother” issue
becoming the biggest topic
in the upcoming Bihar
Assembly elections?

71%

o 3

Yes, absolutely

Q3. >

Did the opposition’s use

of abusive words for PM
Modi's mother overshadow
the importance of the 16-
day campaign?

26%

Not atall

Seventy-one percent believe op-
position remarks will cause politi-
cal damage, while 72 percent say
it overshadowed the 16-day cam-

3%

pros )

Can’t say

72%

Yes, absolutely

25%

Not at all

paign.
credit the BJP-JDU alliance for re-
markable work benefiting women
in recent years.

Additionally, 69 percent

Yes, absolutely

~ Notatall
| Can'tsay

<402.

Will the opposition’s use

of abusive words for PM
Modi's mother cause heavy
political damage to the
opposition?

3%
<y

Can'tsay

<4 04.

In Bihar, whose work in
the interest of women
has been the most
remarkable in recent
years?

North India on edge as rains swell ~ Bihar BJP leaders meet Amit Shah,
Yamuna, Jhelum and Punjab rivers

CONTINUED FROM P1

telecom firms have been or-
dered to maintain connec-
tivity, and disaster funds
have been activated to en-
able central assistance if
required.

In Kashmir, the flood situ-
ation grew critical after the
Jhelum breached the dan-
ger mark at Sangam. Irri-
gation and Flood Control
officials said the water level

was rising by nearly 1.5 feet
per hour. “The department
is on high alert and all field
teams are in place,” said
Chief Engineer Showkat
Hussain. A minor breachin
Kulgam’s Vecho Nala was
contained, though authori-
ties remain wary of further

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah chaired a review
meeting with senior offi-
cials, directing them to en-

sure immediate emergency
responses. With rains con-
tinuing, residents across the
Valley have been strongly
advised to keep away from
rivers and flood-prone ar-
eas.

With forecasts warning
of more rainfall across the
region in the coming days,
authorities in Delhi, Pun-
jab and Kashmir remain on
high alert, bracing for fur-
ther deterioration.

BJP to launch ‘Maa Ka Samman
Abhiyan’ in Bihar

CONTINUED FROM P1

BJP and JD(U) campaigned
heavily on women-centric
issues and secured victory.
The current flashpoint
came during the Congress-
led Voter Rights Yatra,
where remarks were made
against the Prime Minis-
ter’s mother from a joint
Congress-R]D stage. While
BJP had already begun
highlighting the issue, Mo-
di’s emotional speech this

week signalled that the Bi-
har polls will now be fought
around it.

Following his remarks,
BJP leaders, especially
women leaders, launched
direct attacks on the Oppo-
sition. However, Congress
and R]D have shown no
signs of regret. RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav accused
Modi of “playing the vic-
tim card” and demanded
that the Prime Minister
apologise first for his earlier

“DNA” comments.

BJP and JD(U) are
now drawing up a more
aggressive joint strategy,
with Modi set to address
a rally in Purnia on 15
September, where key
announcements are
expected. Party insiders say
the Prime Minister’s visits
willbe increased in the run-
up to the elections, with
the Model Code of Conduct
likely tobe imposed in Bihar
by the first week of October.

India bars foreigners convicted of
anti-national acts

CONTINUED FROM P1

impose specific conditions.

On mountaineering ex-
peditions, the MHA said
no foreigner or group of
foreigners may climb any
peak in India without prior
written permission specify-
ing the route, attachment of
aliaison officer, and the use
of photographic or wire-
less communication equip-
ment.

In addition, foreigners
must obtain permits to
enter or stay in protected
or restricted areas. How-

ever, persons of Afghan,
Chinese, or Pakistani
origin will not be allowed
to visit such areas. Re-
stricted zones include the
entire states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland, and
Sikkim, along with parts of
Jammu and Kashmir, Utta-
rakhand, Ladakh, Himach-
al Pradesh, and Rajasthan.

The Bureau of Immigra-
tion will maintain updated
lists of foreigners barred
from entry into or depar-
ture from India.

For arriving seamen and

aireraft crew who are for-
eigners, a landing permit
or shore leave pass will be
mandatory if they do not
hold a valid Indian visa.
The MHA added that in-
dividuals may be denied
permission to leave India if
required by a court, if suf-
fering from diseases dan-
gerous to public health,
if their departure may
adversely affect relations
with a foreign state, or un-
der specific orders issued
by the central government,
law enforcement, or other
agencie:

seat-sharing tops agenda

CONTINUED FROM P1

the urgency for a corrective strategy. In
light of this, party leaders are hopeful that
the candidate list will be released well ahead
of the poll schedule, rather than at the last
moment as has been the trend so far.
Among those expected at the Delhi meet-
ing are Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary, Vijay Sinha, state in-charge
Vinod Tawde, co-incharge Deepak Prakash,
state president Dilip Jaiswal, and Union

ministers Giriraj Singh and Nityanand Rai.

programmes,

The discussions will also cover feedback
from the ground regarding government

public response to Rahul

Gandhi’s recently concluded “Vote Adhikar
Yatra,” and the controversy over opposition
workers abusing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his mother.

The deliberations come just ahead of Mo-
di’s visit to Purnia on 13 September, his sev-
enth trip to Bihar in recent months.

CBI probe against KCR...

CONTINUED FROM P1

en era under KCR's leader-
ship, particularly through
irrigation projects that
transformed the state into a
green belt. “Itis shameful to
target the visionary leader
who secured Hyderabad's
drinking water needs for the
next 50 years through proj-
ects like Mallanna Sagar and
Kondapochamma Sagar,” he
said.

KTR accused both Con-
gress and BJP of conspir-
ing to malign KCR because
they could not tolerate the
people’s affection for him.
He recalled that when
Telangana was formed, the
state ranked 14th in agri-
culture, but under KCR’s
rule, mega projects such as

Kaleshwaram, Sitarama,
and Palamuru-Rangared-
dy propelled it to the top
ranks in food production.
“Kaleshwaram, the world's
largest lift irrigation proj-
ect, carries 2 TMC of water
daily and has changed the
lives of lakhs of farmers,”
heasserted.

Highlighting what he
termed “double standards,”
KTR said, “Rahul Gandhi
once dismissed the CBI as
Maodi's pocket organisation,
but today Revanth Reddy
praises it. This hypocrisy
shows the miserable state
of Congress.”

The BRS leader also criti-
cised the Revanth Reddy
government for failing to
manage governance in just
21 months. “Farmers are

standing in long queues,
leaving their shoes behind,
just to buy urea. Telangana
is in chaos under Congress
misrule,” he remarked.

On welfare, KTR said
KCR had ensured schemes
continued even during
the COVID-19 crisis when
revenues had dried up,
unlike the present leader-
ship which “finds excuses
instead of solutions.” He
also T ded that the BRS

Gavai: Dignity at heart
of Indian democracy

CONTINUED FROM P1
respecting di: as

interpreted expansively
toe the right to

much asin asserting belief."

CJI Gavai, delivering a
45-minute speech, located
dignity at the heart of India’s
constitutional democracy.
“Where I am today is all be-
cause of the Indian Consti-
tution and Dr. Ambedkar’s
vision that I could hold this
august office and get an op-
portunity to serve the na-
tion,” he said.

He stressed that “human
dignity was the central con-
cern for the makers of the
Constitution. The indigni-
ties of various kinds led to
the design of the Constitu-
tion as a remedy. The text
explicitly situates dignity
alongside liberty, equal-
ity, fraternity and justice.”
Dignity, he added, is what
allows citizens “a sense of
belonging, mutual respect,

and solidarity which are es-

government fulfilled most
demands of Singareni coal
workers.

Welcoming senior Con-
gress leader Prabhakar
Rao from Manuguru, along
with his followers, into
BRS, KTR urged party cad-

sential for maintaining na-
tional unity and harmony.”

While the term “dignity”
does not appear in the list of
fundamental rights, Gavai
noted that the Court had
steadily recognised it as a
foundatmml principle. “The

res in Kt district to
strengthen the organisation.

Cabinet clears Rs 1,500 cr scheme

CONTINUED FROM P1

it can supply minerals to
Indian industry. In the near term, recycling
secondary sources is a prudent way to en-
sure supply chain sustainability, a Ministry
of Mines release said. The scheme will run
for six years, from FY 2025-26 to F'Y 2030-
31. Eligible feedstock will include e-waste,
lithium-ion battery (LIB) scrap, and other
serap such as catalytic converters from end-
of-life vehicles. Beneficiaries are expected to
include both large, established recyclersand
smaller ornew recyclers, including start-ups,
for whom one-third of the scheme’s outlay
has been earmarked. The scheme will apply
toinvestments innew unitsas well as capacity
modernisation, and diversifica-

in the actual

tion of existing units. It will provide incen-
tives for the recycling value chain involved

of critical

T of arbitrariness
under Article 14 ensures
that state actions respect
reason, fairness and equal-

live with dignity, including
personal autonomy, bodily
integrity, and freedom from
degrading treatment.”

The CJI drew from prec-
edent to show how dignity
had shaped Indian jurispru-
dence. Herecalled Sunil Ba-
tra v. Delhi Administration,
where the Supreme Court
warned that “in the eyes of
law, prisoners are persons
and notanimals.” The judg-
ment, he said, underscored
thatimprisonment “does not
strip an individual of their
humanity” and that “the
forcible denial of fundamen-
tal rights constitutes an in-
stitutional outrage.” Healso
cited Prem Shankar Shukla
v. Delhi Administration,
which struck down routine
handcuffing of under-trials,
with the Court holding that
depriving a person of dig-
nity was “an affront to their
very humanity, striking at
the core of Articles 14, 19
and21.”

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, who followed with a
10-minute address, lauded
the lecture for “reminding
us that dignity is the soul of
our democracy and the mea-
sure of our constitutional
morality.” He underlined the

but not for operanons limited to black mass
fuction. Tt

ment,

willincludea20%

capex subsldy 011 plantand machinery, equip-

to incremental

for commencing

production within the specified timeframe,
beyond which a reduced subsidy willapply.
Anopex subsidy will also be offered, linked

sales over the base year (FY

2025-26)—40% of the eligible subsidy in the
second year and the remaining 60% in the
fifth year, from FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31,
subject toachievement of specified incremen-
tal sales thresholds.

ny therebv safeguardmg importance of respecting in-
theindividual's senseof self-  stituti d itutional
worth. Similarly, the rights  values in sustaining public
against discrimination un-  trust.

der Articles 14 and 15, and Singhvi's son, Advocate
the ofequality of  Avishkar Singhvi, gave the
opportunity under Article  concluding remarks.

16, seek to affirm the inher- SCBA President Vikas
ent dignity of every person,”  Singh and DHCBA Presi-
he said. dent N. Hariharan present-

He linked dignity to free-
doms under Article 19,
“which protect individu-
als” autonomy in express-
ing themselves, associating
and moving freely,” and
most significantly to Article
21. “The right to life and
personal liberty has been

ed mementoes to CJI Gavai
and Speaker Birla respec-
tively. Attorney General R.
Venkataramani, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and
several sitting and former
judges of the Supreme Court
and Delhi High Court at-
tended the lecture.
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BULLDOZING TRIBAL RIGHTS IN GREAT NICOBAR

‘In the Great Nicobar, development redefines displacement, forest rights, and consent.’

OPINION

UTKARSH YADAY &
TEJASWINI KAUSHAL

decade ago, the
Supreme Court
in Orissa Mining

Corporation Ltd. v. Ministry
of Environment and Forests
(2013) declared that the
consent of the Gram Sabha
is obligatory for diversion
of forest land. It established
the Scheduled tribes and
Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006
(FRA) as the overriding
law that prevails over
existing statutes and prior
rulings, and affirmed tribal
communities as custodians
of their ancestral lands.
This framework is at the
heart of the Rs 72,000-crore
Great Nicobar project con-
troversy, which involves a
transhipment port, airport,
power plant, and township.
Though the Island’s ad-
ministration alleged tribal
rights under the FRA were
resolved tofacilitate forest di-
version sanctions in 2022, it
was contested by the Tribal
Councils of Little and Great
Nicobar, who claimed their
rights were disregarded
and Gram Sabha meetings

staged.

This prompted the Nico-
barese Tribal Council to
withdraw its no-objection
certificate. Union Minister

Jual Oram initially denied

awareness of objections, in-
sisting the project would not
harm tribes or the environ-
mentand would affect only 7
square kilometres of reserve
land. This was contradicted
by the tribal councils and
independent assessments,
citing a lack of consent and
FRA violations. Oram has
since said his ministry is
reviewing objections and
verifying the Gram Sabha
process, while the National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes and the National
Green Tribunal have flagged
procedural and environmen-
tal lapses, exposing admin-
istrative failure and casting
doubt on the project’s legiti-
macy.

The project’s legal founda-
tions, thus, remain shaky,
resting on conflicting claims,
neglected consent provi-
sions, and failures of con-
sultation. However, beyond
mere administrative short-

comings, a fundamental is-
sue surfaces: are statutory
protections for vulnerable
communities being reduced
to empty rituals?

STATUTORY
SAFEGUARDS
REDUCED TO
FORMALITIES?
The FRA mandates that the
Gram Sabha, with a quo-
rum, certify any diversion.
Consent cannot be post facto
or replaced by bureaucratic
certification without erod-
ing one of the Act’s central
safeguards. Not obtaining
the consent would violate
Section 5 of the FRA.
TheIsland’s administration
argued that PATS6 obviates
the FRA, but this does not
withstand legal scrutiny. Sec-
tion 4(1) of the FRA begins
with a non-obstante clause,
“Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law
for the time being in force,”
making clear that FRA
rights prevail over conflict-
ingstatutes. Asasubsequent,
specific law, it requires rec-
ognition of rights and prior
Gram Sabha consent before
diversion. The Supreme
Court in the Orissa Mining
case affirmed this, holding
that the decision of affected
Gram Sabhas is indispens-
able before forest land can be
diverted. By certifying rights
as settled without genuine
proceedings, the adminis-
tration acted in violation of
the FRA’s framework.

The project’s legal [ foundations, thus, remain shaky, resting on conflicting claims,
neglected consent provisions, and failures of consultation. However, beyond
mereadministrative shortcomings, a fundamental issue surfaces: are statutory
protections for vulnerable communities being reduced toemply rituals?

Moreover, while PAT56
prohibits alienation of
tribal land except under the
narrow “public interest” in
Section 4(b), expanding the
island’s population from
8,000 to 3.5 lakh exceeds
this justification, exposing

the project's commercial
character and fragile legal
basis. The government's fail-
ure to consult the National
Commission for Sched-
uled Tribes as mandated
by Article 338A(9) further
undermines the project’s

legitimacy.

FRAGILE ECOLOGY
AND FISCAL
RATIONALITY

The ecological and legal in-
firmities of the Great Nico-
bar project are grave. Nearly

13,000 hectares, about 18
per cent of the island’s for-
est, are slated for diversion.
Official estimates cite 8.5
lakh trees to be felled, while
independent studies suggest
32 to 58 lakh. Endangered
species, including the leath-

erback turtle, Nicobarese
megapode, and robber crab,
face critical habitat loss, and
thousands of coral colonies
marked for translocation
face uncertain survival.
The FRA-guaranteed habi-
tat and resettlement rights
of the Nicobarese and the
Particularly Vulnerable
Shompen are also at risk.
Administrative shortcuts
like denotification of the
Galathea Wildlife Sanctuary,
realignment of national park
borders, and reclassification
of coastal no-construction
areasadd to the destruction.
Compensatory afforestation
indistant Haryana provides
no real substitute. The Is-
land's seismic instability in
the Pacific Ring of Fire raises
further questions about the
enduring viability and fiscal
prudence of the project.

REMEDYING THE
WRONG

The Great Nicobar project
has no standing in law or
principle since the FRA's
foundational requirements
were not met, with commu-
nity rights unsettled and
consent manufactured rath-
er than genuinely obtained.
It must return to the draw-
ing board with rights prop-
erly recognised and consent
legitimately secured, or else
the protections guaranteed
under the Act risk becom-
ing meaningless, reduced to
empty words against execu-
tive convenience.

Shadows across borders: The global

OPINION

DEBIKA DUTTA

Across Europe and North
America, the debate over
migration has reached a
fever pitch. In London,
Paris, and Berlin, tens of
thousands have taken to
the streets—some demand-
ing stricter horder controls,
others defending humani-
tarian responsibilities. In
Britain, the government's
controversial Rwanda
deportation plan has trig-
gered fierce political bat-
tles, with protests erupting
in major cities. France has
seen demonstrations both
against rising anti-immi-
grant rhetoric and against
the perceived inability of
the state to integrate new-
comers. Germany, reeling
from violent clashes linked
to asylum-seekers, is wit-
nessing the far-right AfD
gaining ground, riding on
anti-immigration senti-
ments. Meanwhile, Italy,
on the frontline of Medi-
terranean crossings, faces
unending pressure as boats
packed with migrants from
Africaand the Middle East
arrive daily, testing both
resources and political
patience. Even the United
States is not immune—re-
cord crossings at the Mexi-
can border have sparked
widespread polarization,
with immigration shaping
electoral politics more than
ever.

‘What ties these seemingly
disparate geographies to-
gether isa deep unease over
identity, security, and de-
mographic change. West-
ern democracies that once
celebrated diversity as a
strength are now grappling
with the limits of assimila-
tion and the anxieties of
their native populations.
Economic burdens, com-
petition for jobs, cultural
clashes, and even fears of
radicalization are push-
ing the migration issue to
the heart of national de-
bates. It is no longer merely
about humanitarianism or
open borders; it is about
the sustainability of societ-
ies as they try to reconcile
compassion with national
interest.

Yet for India, particularly
Assam, this global unrest
feels strangely familiar. The
anxieties shaking London
or Berlin today have been
Assam's lived reality for
decades. The state, sitting
on a porous international
border with Bangladesh,
has long faced pressures
of unchecked migration.
The demographic shifts, re-
corded since the early 20th
century, have left deep so-
cial, political, and cultural
imprints. Unlike Europe,
where the crisis has un-
folded dramatically over
the past decade, Assam has

navigated this delicate bal-
ance for generations, often
with little global acknowl-
edgment.

Assam's predicament is
not abstract. Census fig-
ures, political accords, and
social tensions all testify to
ademographic transforma-
tion that has altered villag-
es, districts, and electoral
rolls. The Assam Accord
of 1985 was a milestone,
promising to address the
issue of illegal migrants.
Yet, even decades later, the
problem persists, fueling
debates around citizen-
ship, rights, and identity. To
some, migration is purely
an economic story—people
seeking better lives across
porous borders. But for
many in Assam, it is also
a question of cultural sur-
vival and security, not un-
like the fears voiced today
by protestors in Paris or
Rome.

The parallels are strik-
ing. In France, questions of
whether newcomers em-
brace French identity or
remain culturally separate
dominate public discourse.
In Germany, the 2015 refu-
gee influx under Angela
Merkel's “open-door” poli-
cy is now cited as a turning
point, blamed by many for
today’s political instability.
In Britain, the Brexit vote
itself was shaped in large
part by concerns over mi-
gration and sovereignty. In
Assam, too, migration has
redrawn cultural boundar-
ies, raising questions of as-
similation, representation,
and preservation of indig-
enous heritage. The emo-
tional charge is similar: the
fear of being overwhelmed,
of one’s way of life fading

migration crisis and Assam’s warning

1In Assam, too, the security establishment
bas flagged concerns about radical
organizations gaining a foothold in pockets
whereillegal migration is concentrated.
Theworry is not just economic strain but
potential destabilization, as hostile actors
may exploit unsettled communities.

under demographic pres-
sure.

Security is another di-
mension where Assam’s
story mirrors the West's
present dilemma. Euro-
pean leaders often point to
radical outfits exploiting
migrant vulnerabilities to
spread extremist ideolo-
gies. In Assam, too, the se-
curity establishment has
flagged concerns about
radical organizations gain-
ing a foothold in pockets
where illegal migration is
concentrated. The worry
is not just economic strain
but potential destabiliza-
tion, as hostile actors may
exploit unsettled commu-

nities. The lesson here is
clear: ignoring the security
implications of unchecked
migration is perilous,
whether in Hamburg or
Hojai.

Economically, too, mi-
gration stirs complex de-
bates. In Italy and Spain,
migrants fill labor short-
ages in agriculture and
construction, even as na-
tive populations resist their
presence. Similarly, in As-
sam, migrants are often
engaged in hard labor, cul-
tivation, and small trades.
Their contribution to the
economy is undeniable,
but so too are the tensions
it generates in job competi-

tion, land ownership, and
social services. This para-
dox—migrants sustaining
economies while desta-
ities—is

is never just numbers on
a border ledger; it is about
the delicate fabric of iden-
tity, belonging, and trust.

bilizing
one reason why migration
remains such a contentious
subject across borders.

For India, the global cri-
sis offers both warning
and validation. It warns
that even wealthy nations,
with their resources and
governance capacities,
are struggling to absorb
migrant influxes without
societal unrest. If the UK
and France are battling
polarization despite robust
institutions, it underscores
how fragile the balance is in
aregion like Assam, where
resources are limited, and
cultural anxieties run deep.
At the same time, it vali-
dates Assam’s long-stand-
ing concerns. What many
dismissed as parochial
fears decades ago are now
echoed on the streets of
Brussels and Washington.
The world is catching up to
a truth Assam has known
all along—that migration

The chally therefore,
is to find a middle path.
Neither extreme exclusion
nor blind acceptance of-
fers a sustainable answer.
Europe's convulsions sug-
gest that unless migration
is managed with foresight,
fairness, and firmness, so-
cieties will fracture under
the weight of unresolved
tensions. Assam, in its own
way, has experimented
with frameworks—wheth-
er through accords, legal
processes like NRC, or
community negotiations.
These efforts, however con-
tested, reflect an acknowl-
edgment that migration
cannot be left to chance. It
requires political will, so-
cial dialogue, and constant
vigilance.

What national policy-
makers in Delhi must rec-
ognize is that Assam is not
a distant frontier problem;
it is India’s frontline in a
global battle. If Western

nations, with far fewer po-
rous borders, are tighten-
ing policies and recalibrat-
ing strategies, India cannot
afford complacency. Pro-
tecting Assam’s cultural
heritage, ensuring fair op-
portunities for its indig-
enous people, and main-
taining security are not just
regional imperatives; they
are matters of national in-
tegrity. A weak response in
Assam today could well be-
come India’s own version
of Europe’s turmoil tomor-
Trow.

Ultimately, the story of
migration is the story of
survival—of individuals
seeking hope and of societ-
ies struggling to preserve
coherence. Balancing the
two is among the most dif-
ficult tasks any democracy
faces. The world is search-
ing for answers, from
Washington to Warsaw.
Assam, with its lived his-
tory, stands as both a warn-
ing and a guide. It reminds
us that compassion must
walk hand in hand with
vigilance, that hospitality
cannot come at the cost of
identity, and that national
interest is not opposed to
humanity but its necessary
foundation.

As the world debates how
to handle waves of people
crossing borders, Assam’s
experience tells us this: the
question is not whether mi-
gration happens—it always
has, and always will—but
whether societies have
the foresight and courage
to shape it rather than be
overwhelmed by it. Europe
today is learning that hard
lesson. India, and especial-
ly Assam, cannot afford to
learn it too late.
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{ OUR TAKE }
No normalising
jail without trial

Pre-trial detention for long periods without any
conviction, as in the case of some Delhi riots
accused, risks unacceptable delaying of justice

disquieting mix of stringent legal provisions,

judicial deferments and scuttled hearings

have kept some people accused in connection

with the 2020 Delhi riots behind bars for the
better part of five years. That detention is set to get
longer after the Delhi high court denied bail to student
activists Sharjeel Imam, Umar Khalid, Gulfisha Fatima,
Khalid Saifi, Athar Khan, Mohd Saleem Khan, Shifa-ur-
Rehman, Meeran Haider, and Shadab Ahmed, holding
that their roles appeared “prima faciegrave”.

Inits133-page judgment, the court ruled it didn't
matter if Khalid or Imam were not present when
violence broke out, held that it couldn’t be said that the
evidence was weak, and said both made speeches
meant to instigate the Muslim community.
Importantly, it noted that the “bail is rule and jail is
exception” guideline depended on the facts and
circumstances under a special statute such asthe
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), which
ordinarily makes bail very difficult. It also said that the
trial was progressing at a natural pace.

Terrorism or inciting violence cannot be
condoned. Grave charges have been levelled against
the student activists. But the judiciary should not
allow prosecuting agencies to use stringent
provisions to keep people jailed, while not
proceeding towards a trial. In the case of Imam,
Khalid and others, five (or more) years have elapsed
since their incarceration, giving enough time to the
police to collect and present evidence. The
interminable delay in the trial, as well the repeated
adjournments and deferments in hearings of
petitions filed by the accused, is jarring and runs
contrary to the top court’s championing of personal
liberty. The top court has spoken eloquently about
the dangers of agencies weaponising statutes such
as the UAPA to incarcerate individuals. Moreover, in
cases involving the Delhi riots, lower and
constitutional courts have repeatedly rapped probe
agencies for shoddy work and flimsy evidence.

In cases granting bail to some of Imam and Khalid’s
co-accused, the courts have also found the
prosecution wanting. If the police’s position is that
these nine people were central to fomenting violence
that killed 53 people, it must make its case in court
within a reasonable timeline. But pre-trial detention
for long periods without any conviction cannot be
permitted to become the norm. Adages seldom are
true, butin this case, justice delayed is in danger of
becoming justice denied — both for the accused as
well as the victims.

The Maratha quota
conundrum, again

he Devendra Fadnavis government's deft

handling of the latest agitation by Maratha

reservation activist Manoj Jarange-Patil has
defused a flashpoint in Maharashtra politics; but for
howlong, remains to be seen. The decision to legalise
the use of the Hyderabad (1909) and Satara (1884)
gazettes to verify Maratha families’ Kunbi ancestry,
and use this to grant them reservation under the OBC
quota has been welcomed by the protestors —but OBC
communities upset at this eating into their pie could
likely challenge it in court.

Maharashtra has 52% reservation for SC, ST, and
OBC communities. In addition, like other states, ithasa
10% quota for the economically weaker sections (EWS),
and in 2024, the Eknath Shinde government granted
Marathas 10% reservation under the socially and
educationally backward caste (SEBC) category, which
has been chall din court. Thed d for
reservation for Marathas, numerically and politically
the state’s dominant community, largely emanates
from the agrarian belt of Marathwada that has
remained educationally backward and desperately
poor. The agitation by Jarange-Patil, a farmer from
Marathwada, has struck a powerful chord in the
community; quota under the OBC category, in addition
to education and jobs, will give them assured political
representation.

Given the Supreme Court-mandated cap of 50%,
Maratha reservation will likely remain an intractable
issue for any government. However, whatis in the
government’s hand is an upliftment of Marathwada.
Deepening educational and physical infrastructure
and creating subsidies for industry to flourish will goa
long way in alleviating distress and reducing the
dependence on the agrarian economy. Whether that's
expedient for political parties, is the question.

An India-China tango
is unlikely at present

el ‘manoeuvrability, but structural prob-  India relations. China expresses seri-
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“should not be seen through a third
countrylens” while Xi warned against
“externalinterference”, Earlier, during
foreign minister Wang Yi's visit to New
Delhi, Chinese read-outs claimed that
India had joined China in opposing
“unilateral bullying”,a barely disguised
reference tothe US.

This divergence is not semantic —it
reflects differing strategic objectives.
India, even while confronted with exor-
bitant tariffs, President Donald
Trump's tantrums, and other negative
signals from Washington, seeks to pre-

i i ip with the

China wants India to reiterate the
“One China principle”, and Taiwan
being part of China, we

position in global value chains, closer
trade and investment links should also
e bund

have not done for the last 15 years.  DuringWang'sIndia visitand Modi's
Indeed, Chinese read-outs of Wang's  meeting with Xi,a dual-trackapproach
recent meetings in New Delhi appearstobeemerging, where Indiais
claimed that Indian leaders had reaf-  pushing for progress on border related

firmed those positions. After the
external affairs ministry clarified that
there is no change in India’s position
on Taiwan, the Chinese Foreign
Office spokesperson bluntly stated, *

... the Indian side’s so-called ‘clarifica-
uon came as a surprise. We find it
with the facts. It would

serve

US. China, facing containment pres-
sures and sensing India’s vulnerability,
waould like to project a common stance
against the US. Both seek greater

seem that some people in India have
tried to undermine China's sover-
eignty on the Taiwan question and
impede the improvement of China-

issues even while moving towards nor-
malisation of relations. In his meeting
with Xi, Modi “underlined the impor-
tance of peace and tranquillity on the
border areas for continued develop-
mentof bilateral relations”, but the Chi-
nese readout cites Xi thatthe

Sikkim and Tibet, which shows the
starting point of the boundary at
“Mount Gipmochi” (Gyemochen), a
position not acceptable to India. It is
not clear whether the scope of the
“early harvest” will include both Sik-
kim and Middle Sectors or only the Sik-
kim Sector. If it is the latter, the revival
of a proposal rejected earlier for good
reasons is puzzling.

The two sides have also agreed “to
discuss de-escalation, beginning with
the pnnclples and modalities thereof”.
Any lation must keep in mind

twocountries must “not let the border
issue define” the overall relationship.
While this divergence will persist,
China seems to have tacitly acknowl-
edged that the border issue has

India’s disadvantages vis-a-vis the
nature of terrain and infrastructure
and, thereby the longer re-induction
time need

Article III (3) of the Agreement on

ant power. Current evidence is not
encouraging.

At the SCOsummit, China reiterated
its preference fora “multipolar world™,
while India batted for “a multipolar
‘world and a multi-polar Asia”. Xispoke
of “dancing of the dragon and the ele-
phant” as the right choice for both
Chinaand India, but this tango does not
acknowledge the need toaccommodate
India’s rise as a major power. The
present situation demands strategic
clarity on assessments, strategic
patience in seeking outcomes, and stra-
tegicautonomy as our overall compass.

Ashok K Kantha is a former Indian
ambassador to China. The views
expressed are personal

In Ola’s battery efforts, a
shift in Indian innovation

hen I visited Ola Electric’s Bat-
tery Innovation Centre in Benga-
luru, [ expected a modest setup,

a typical R&D lab focused on
incremental improvements. What 1 encoun-
tered instead was a full-scale effort to rei-
magine and industrialise one of the most
complex and strategically important tech-
nologies of our time — the lithium-ion cell.
Nearly 500 researchers were at work, many
with experience in labs and companies
across South Korea, Japan, Germany, and
the US. They weren't tweaking specs on
imported components; they were building a
new type of battery from the ground up.

Atthe centre of this effort is the 4,680-for-
‘mat cylindrical cell, a design originally popu-
larised by Tesla. This format is
known for higher energy density,
improved thermal management, and
structural integration in electric
vehicles (EVs). But Ola has taken a
riskier path by developing its own
version using dry electrode manufac-
turing, a technique that avoids the
toxic solvents and energy-hungry
ovens of

Vivek
Wadhwa

development loops between its R&D lab and
factory floor. The tight integration allows
breakthroughs to move quickly from proto-
type to real-world deployment.

Bhavish Aggarwal, Ola’s founder, has
drawn plenty of criticism. The company’s
electric scooters have faced reliability issues,
and Aggarwal’s online persona has often
added fuel to the fire. Customers have com-
plained about buggy software, missed deliv-
eries, and inadequate service. These are real
challenges, but also common ones for start-
ups racing to scale frontier tech.

Iremember the early days of Tesla. I was
one of the first buyers of the Model S. The car
looked like the future, but the door handles
failed, the software was faulty, the service net-
work was overwhelmed, and Elon
Musk consistently over-promised.
My Tesla even crashed into my
garage while on autopilot. Yet behind
all the drama, real innovation was
underway in battery chemistry, man-
ufacturing, and software. Today,
Tesla leads the global EV market.

What Ola is attempting is no less

Rather than coating m.itemls in wel
slurry, Ola’s method presses a dry
mix directly onto the current collector. It is
faster, cleaner, and more energy-efficient,
eliminating solvent recovery systems, improv-
ing consistency, and lowering costs.

The company says it has spent three years
building this capability from scratch and has
achieved consistent, high-volume produc-
tion for both cathodes and anodes. While
companies in China, Korea, and the US are
still struggling to scale this technology, Ola
claims it has already made it work at volume.

The performance specs are bold: Over 275
Wh/kg energy density, more than 2,000
charge-discharge cycles, and strong thermal
stability. Most striking is the charging speed,
from 20% to 80% in just 15 minutes —enough
fora 60% top-up during a short break. These
cells are already being produced at pilot
scale and are now being transferred toOla's
Gigafactory in Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu. The

despite the constraints. It
is building not just a vehicle com-
pany, but a battery-technology plat-
form inside an ecosystem that has histori-
cally lacked the infrastructure and incentives
to support deep tech. That alone deserves
recognition.

Globally, the stakes are rising. While the
West is still focused on Tesla, the scale story
now lies in China. Chinese companies pro-
duce over 90% of the world’s lithium-ion
cells and export low-cost EVs at a staggering
pace, supported by vertically integrated,
State-subsidised supply chains. But safety
concerns are endemic. Recalls are common,
batteries often underperform in real-world
conditions, and reports of fires — from scoot-
ers to buses — have become routine. The
aggressive drive for volume has left quality
an afterthought, with deadly consequences.

This creates an opportunity for India, if it
can deliver products that combine affordabil-
ity with reliability and safety. Ola’s battery

first5 GWh phase i with plans

progi isa first step. What is

toscale to 20 GWhand ly 100 GWh.
That would put Ola among the largest bat-
tery manufacturers in the world.
Particularly impressive is Ola’s goal to
own the full stack of intellectual property.
Most Indian firms rely on Chinese licences
and imported tools. Ola is doing the opposite
by developing its own cell chemistries, pro-
duction equipment, and control software.
This is part of a broader strategy it calls
“India Inside,” a push to reduce dependency
while creating export-ready innovation. That
is easier said than done, but the company has
filed over 250 patents and is running rapid

FRE

GLOBALLY, THE STAKES AR
NESE MAKERS
EXPORTLOW-COST
ELECTRIC VEHICES

AT A STAGGERING PACE,
SUPPORTED BY VERTICALLY
INTEGRATED, STATE-
SUBSIDISED SUPPLY CHAINS

in is serious engineer-
ing work aimed at solving a global problem
ina distinctly Indian way.

If Ola succeeds, the impact will go well
beyond scooters or cars. These batteries
could power grid storage systems, industrial
equipment, drones, and even electric aircraft.
India could become a serious player in global
energy storage, an industry central to every-
thing from climate resilience to national
security. That kind of platform power is rare,
and it is worth pursuing.

India has long led in software and services,
but its record in industrial technology and
applied science has lagged. That is beginning
to shift. A wave of deep tech ambition is ris-
ing, focused on leapfrogging rather than imi-
tation. Companies like Ola, powered by
Indian talent but thinking globally, are show-
ing that India is poised not just to join the
energy revolution, but to lead it—and to set
safety, reliability, and innovation standards
that China has repeatedly failed to meet.

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vionix Biosciences.
The views expressed are personal
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Geopolitical fragmentation, climate
change and rapid digital

innovation are reshaping where
finance flows and through which
channels

Letters to financial inclusion,
India’s postal system delivers

The department of posts, with its net-
work of over 160,000 post offices, is
rewriting its growth story. While its journey
to become the world’s largest logistics net-
work forms its prologue, its epilogue is about
the delivery of tools of financial independ-
ence, economic empowerment, and opportu-
nity across India. Yesterday’s postman now
brings the promise of financial access and
dignity to every doorstep in the country.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to empower rural India, the
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB)
has quietly become a national pio-
neer by ensuring the digitalisation
of all its rural accounts. By inte-
grating technology, expanding
partnerships, and diversifying ser-
vices, the IPPB is transforming
post offices into comprehensive
financial hubs, proving that even
the oldest institutions can evolve

he Indian postal system is proving
I that growth is rooted in evolution.

Jyotifaditya
M Scindia

parently. By integrating rural India into the
digital economy, it has become an engine of
national economic empowerment. Notably,
itis in the Northeastern Region (NER) where
PM Modi's Act East vision comes alive
through financial inclusion. Since its incep-
tion, IPPB has opened more than 5.1 million
accounts in the NER, served by over 8,500
postmen and grameen dak sevaks (GDSs)
who walk miles through forests and across
rivers to reach villages where a bank branch
was once a day’s journey away. In Assam and
Meghalaya, women-led self-help groups are
accepting QR payments, transforming their
small ventures into growing
enterprises. In Arunachal Pra-
desh, subsidies and pensions flow
directly to households, with
transparency and dignity. In
every such act, the [PPB is weav-
ing the NER firmly into the wider
financial mainstream of India,
fulfilling a promise that no Indian
is too far to be seen, served, and

in step with a rapidly-changing
world.

Eight years ago, the IPPB was established
with a commitment to ensure that no Indian,
irrespective of geography, gender, or circum-
stance, is excluded from the formal econ-
omy. Beyond opening accounts, it was about
unlocking opportunity and empowerment.
Today, IPPB serves 120 million

empowered.

The IPPB's innovation is not faceless.
Every service is Aadhaar-enabled and paper-
less, delivered by trusted postmen and
women integral to their communities. Along
with financial dignity, they also deliver the
confidence of knowing that every rupee,
every subsidy, and every pension is secure,

and ibls

nearly 80% of whom are from rural India—
59% of these accounts belong to women,
marking a quiet revolution in gender
empowerment through financial inclusion.
The pace of this transformation is equally
striking: Every two seconds, a new person
joins this journey. This is a measurable
transformation, where banking is systemati-
cally democratised and woven into the socio-
economic fabric of the country.

The IPPB's performance is extraordinary
— deposits are now nearing 320,000 crore
and revenue alone has grown to 32,200
crore, with profits amounting to 134 crore.
Digital transactions worth 213 lakh crore
have been executed, contributing to India’s
status as a global leader in real-time digital

Over one billion doorstep services have been
completed, each a small story of empower-
ment contributing to making the IPPB the
largest doorstep banking network in the
world. In a way, the IPPB has transformed
the role of GDSs into guardians of financial
inclusion, making the bank's digital promise
tangible and profoundly human.

In the eighth year of the IPPB, it is not the
rise of another institution alone thatis to be
celebrated, but trust, service, and persistence
engendered by the erstwhile postal network.
Itis a story still being written in India’s villa-
ges, towns, and cities.

This is also Bharat's revolution that is
being carried forward in the hands of every
postman and postwoman.

payments. The IPPB is also f: ing the

largest Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) flow in
the country, ensuring subsidies, wages, and
pensions reach citizens instantly and trans-

Iyotiraditya M Scindia is the Union minister of
communications and DONER. The views
expressed are personal
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It's time to lure tempest
tossed talent back home

As Trump-rattled scientists and researchers in the US review their career options, we should

act swiftly to attract them to India. Tamil Nadu has a plan that could well be improved upon

" hatis common to Albert
Einstein, James Franck,
Erwin Schrodinger, Hans
Bethe, Felix Bloch and Max
Born, apart from the fact
that they were all Nobel
awardees in physics? They all fled Nazi Ger-
many for refuge in other countries, notably the
US. America, Western Europe and the Soviet
Unionvied to attract intellectuals falling prey
to Hitler'santi-Semitism. These scientists went
on to contribute immensely to their new host
nations and their R&D efforts—including
America’s Manhattan Project to develop a
nuclear bomb before Germany. This bit of his-
tory is validation enough for the Tamil Nadu
government's “Tamil Talents Plan,’ which pri-
marily seeks to attract scientists whose research
work hasbeen (orrisks being) leftin the lurch
by US policies under President Donald Trump,
whetheritis the sudden squeeze of government
funds for studies at universities and state-run
labs or withdrawal of a welcome long extended
to foreign-born talent. Under Trump, a country
whose Statue of Liberty bears a plaque asking
for the world's “tempest-tost™ has stirred up a
storm against immigrants, as if theirreturn
home would “Make America Great Again.”
Asreported, Tamil Nadu is setting aside funds
toincentivize returning scientists, while identi-
fying centres of excellence and research chairs
in state universities to absorb this talent. Itis
also setting up two advanced centres for ba
research in science and mathematics. All this is
welcome. Yet, the plan suffers from two defects.
One, its focus is exclusively on overseas talent of
Tamil descent. Does the state want to exhibit
the same kind of xenophobia that inspires this
‘reverse brain drain’? Can its institutions not

Household debt must ease

M. SURESH BABU

gain from non-Tamil talent? People who work
at the frontiers of knowledge are likely to be dis-
couraged rather than attracted by such a display
ofidentity-based insularity. The scheme should
be a Tamil Nadu Talent Plan, not Tamil Talents
Plan. The second problem is Chennai's decision
to absorb returning researchers in existing labs
and varsities. This overlooks the fact that India’s
current research system has a frail institutional
framework that is rigidly hierarchical and tends
toinhibit individual freedom in pursuit of valid
aims. Granted, modern work is done by largish
teams, as the legions of authors who appear
Jjointly in scientific journals attest, but at least
team leaders should be free to pursue a flash of
insight, instead of being deterred by the chain
of bureaucratic approvals it would take.
Thatsaid, itisgood that Tamil Nadu wants
to promote basic and not just applied research.
India’sshortfall glares out. The Australian Stra-
tegic Policy Institute tracks 64 critical technolo-
gies. Chinanot just leads in 57 of those today,
butison the verge of securing a monopoly in
several. This is underwritten by basic research.
India has the human resources to match China,
but has still lagged behind. With the advent of
artificial intelligence, its application could
pluckreasonably low-hanging fruit. Precision
robotics is one such field. Another is synthetic
biology that draws on the work of Alphafold, a
Google DeepMind project, to forecast the
shapes of millions of protein molecules. From a
strategic point of view, it makes sense to deploy
the bulk of any ‘brain gain’ made in fundamen-
tal research. To catch up with rivals, India needs
armies of methodologically sound researchers.
Many of them could be recruited by India Inc
and buzzy startups that are ready to venture
into applied research.

row tosmooth out consumption, but contin-
ued borrowings can result in the accumula-
tion of household debt, undermining future
consumption and economic growth. Recent
research demonstrates that a high level of

is director, Madras Institute of
Development Studies.

heaphorism commonly attributed to

John F. Kennedy that “arising tide lifts

all boats™ refers to the idea that an
improved economy will benefit all partici-
pantsand that economic policy should focus
onbroad economic efforts. GDP growth and
poverty reduction in India draw a striking
pamllel mlh this,as uurhsl -growing econ-
omy ular incom-
bating poverty. The government notes the
lifting of 171 million people out of extreme
poverty as “one of the most remarkable
achievements of the past decade.” In con-

junction with the economy’s rapid expan-

sion, this hints at the existence of sizeable
domestic demand that can propel growth at
a time when external demand is uncertain.
Unconstrained domestic demand is key to
retaining the growth momentum required
forsustained poverty reduction.
Household consumption, an important
component of domestic demand, could
come from income earned or borrowings, or
acombination of the two. Households bor-

household debt isnot only agood predictor
ofa financial crisis, but also a key determi-
nantof the intensity of a recession likely to
ensue. Fun]ur llpumLs toakey rulepl.ned
by household servicing costsin predict-

Education accountability: Trust
teachers, dump classroom cams

Intrusive surveillance will hurt an endeavour that thrives on professional ethics and human bonds

ANURAG
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation.

ould you wanta camera

watching overyouat your

deskall day? Youranswer,
like mine, is likely to be aresolute ‘no.’
T he thought tselfis intrusive, a viola-

advocatein favourof this setupinour
schools and classrooms?

Let'sbe clear. Thisis m)l about cam-
erasinschool corrid r s
installed for safet;
erasspecifically
teachers, turning classrooms intoa
panopticon. Such surveillance is not
Jjust highly intrusive and d ptive to

the functioning of the class: it signifiesa

deep and underlying mistrust in the

teacher and the classroom asa commu-
nity, and a profound misunderstanding

ofeducation and human nature.
Streaming video feeds from class-
rooms and other such approaches are
knee-jerk responses; over-simplistic
centralized ‘solutions’ to the complex

challenge of building accountability in

ourvast education s

overuse in simpler, often mechani
unidimensional environments such as
businesses. In endeavourssuch as

teaching, the notion of deep responsi-

far more real. Inother words, it
is ‘internal accountability,’ which
involves holding yourself accountable
toa professional ethic and purpose.
Thisnotion is not at odds with teach-
ers being significantly responsible for
the learning of our children; just that it
adequately acknowledges that such
learning is also significantly influenced
by a complex interplay of other factors
suchas socioeconomic conditions, soci-
etal expectations, public investment,
the system’s culture and more.
Ifwe are serious about building a rea-
sonably effective ac ility system

panchayat and ward levels.

This requires two counterbalancing
subsystems. One is within the official
departments of education, disaggre-
gated and empowered at the panchayat
and ward level. The other, just as cru-
cial, isagovernance system that embeds
each school within its local community.
Itis this local community ownership—
withits inherent interest in the school’s
effectiveness—that can provide the sus-
tained engagement needed to support
the right actions and ensure accounta-
bility. It is impossible forany distant

sys
inschool education, how should we
proceed? The starting pointis the rec-
ognition that we must try to build an
internal accountability system, nota
mechanistic one that will not enable
good education. We must also account
for the fact that people have arange of
characteristics and even wider range of
behaviours. For the rest of this piece, we
will use the ‘internal accountabili
meaning of the word.
First, let'sgetone

“thingout of
kand decisive
for

ion to replicate thisdeep,

contextual and everyday oversight.

Third, we must begin with a funda-
mental approach of trust. The enter-
prise of education demands a unique
combination of technical expertise,
human sensibilities and operational
capacities. It cannot be reduced to a set
of standardized procedures. If vou trust
teachers, more often than not, they will
rise to meet that trust. If you approach
them with mistrust, you will inevitably
erode their morale and age:
that the very nature of teaching—being

ible for children and lhﬂr

fut

instils in most teache)

specific wilful 2 1bad
behaviour. Meting out corporal punish-
ment to students, unauthorized absen-
teeism, goofing off, coming to school
inebriated, discriminating against
castes and the like must be dealt with
swiftly. The intent of this narrow stream
ofaction is not to control but to weed
out unacceptable behaviour. Unfortu-
nately, we are bad at doing this, and we
must improve—these are table stakes.
Egregious behaviour left unconfronted
corrodes any system and its culture.
Second, let us consider ourscale.
Ourschool system has over 10 million
teachers and more than 1.4 million
schools. The foundational principle for
managing such a colossal system is that
it cannot be centralized at any level—
neither the state nor district level. Any
effective oversight mechanism for
accountability must be as close to the
school as possible, ideally at the block,
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sense of purpose and respons
Thisinherent feeling of respon

ness and not destroy with suspi
Systematically building the professional
identity of a teacher as a practitioner of
the most complex of human crafts and
its purpose of helping create a good
s the most effective route toan
Lﬂﬂ ve accountability system.
Without doubt, we need a functional
accountability system in education. But
we will get there if we build everything
on the realization that at its core, educa-
tionis asocial-human endeavour. It
thrives on connection, trustand a
shared sense of purpose. A camera in
the classroom does not just watch; it
silently undermines the foundation
upon which true educationis built. We
must choose to build that foundation
up, not surveil its erosion from afar.
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Science knows no country,
because knowledge belongs
to humanity, and is the torch
which illuminates the world.

LOUIS PASTEUR

_

before it constrains demand

economies, it reveals some worrying trends.

First,an increasing numberof households
are taking loans for consumption purpo:
thatis, to fund their everyday expenses such
as shopping and bill payments. These
expenses fall under the ‘non-housing retail
loans’ category and account foralion’s share
(or 54.9%) of total house-

ing the future vulnerability of a country to
stressinthe bankingsystem. Cross-country
evidence suggests that debt boosts con-
sumptionand GDP growth in the short run,
with the bulk of the impact of increased
indebtedness passing through the economy
inthe space of one year. However, the long-
run negative effects of debt eventually out-
weigh its short-term positive effects, with
debt i i

proving to be a drag on growth.

In India, the per capita debt of individual
borrowers has grown from 33.9 lakh at the
end of March 2023 to %4.8 lakh as of 31

hulddel)ldaol(nd \ldnh A ﬂ maintain consumption

()2) X urry of loans *\pem.hlure

/ 202 i

mhiciilimel  whenfor S
piing off these loans.  COMSUMPION Lo o ower | &
Note that loans under th rather th an growth of income in rela-
category donot lead toany tion to consumption needs
asset creation, asset creation  wouldresultinamismatch

Second, the share of . between required and
loansthat Llc.lt(’m\u’h‘antl Could welgh actual Ivvfls of o
generateincomeistoo low. . tion. A widening of the gap
Housingloansaccountfor ~ AZAINST Growth  between the two leads to

29% of total household
debt as of end-March
2025, while agriculture and business loans

March 2025, That’sasharp 23% increase in
twoyears. At the macro level, over the past
10 years, India's household debt asa propor-
tion of GDP hasalmost doubled to reach 41%.
Though the country’s household debt-to-
GDP ratio is lower than it is in most large

account for 16.1%. Thispoints
toa build-up of unproductive debt.
Third, the first round effects of borrowing
are reflecting i vings. The gross saving:
vhich was 34% in 2012, has fallen to
2023-2+. Household savings contin-

ued theirdownward trajectory for the third
straight year, slipping to 18.1% of GDP in
20! )n the other hand, household
financial liabilities surged to 6.2% of GDP,
nearly doubling over the past decade,
reflecting a growing reliance on credit to
meetconsumptionneeds. Thus, households

are relying on credit to

.- : . "

igsare used
consumption. In India, households taking
the second route seem to be growing in
number. Between end-March 202l and end-
March 2021, household disposable income
grew by only 43%, whereas consumption
grewbya 50%.1 to
loans to fill this gap. Over the same period,
personal loans by b‘ml\s and retail credit
led by non-banking financial compa-
nies grew by a staggering 74
There have been two recent household
xpenditure surveysthat form
the basis for today’s evidence of poverty
reduction. The first was conducted from
August 2022 to July 2023 and the second
from August 2023 to July 2024. The period
of these surveys coincides with the period of

incr hold borrowings. Ash

which this gap canbe narrowed. T] heln"sl is
through government fersin either cash
orkind or the provision of minimum days of
employment. Most poverty alleviation poli-
cies take this route. The second is through
the own efforts of households. That is, while
the first set of measures provide the basic

holds may have borrowed for: rnmumpuon
to relieve their indigence, in the coming
years a larger share of their disposable
income would go into loan repayment.
Hence, income needs to grow more rapidly.
Else, it would affect future consumption and
savings, and the economy would face a
demand constraint in the medium-term.
Mitigating thisriskis crucial to counter neg-
ative global shocks.
These are the author’s personal views.
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India’s FDI challenge:
success into sustaina

Our net FDI drop was partly on account of profit repatriation and we must pitch India’s high potential to lure fresh inflows

are, respecnvely, professor of economics at
Ashoka University and director and head of
Ashoka Isaac Centre for Public Policy; and an
officer of the Indian Economic Service.

fter years of steady growth, net flows

offoreign directinvestment (FDI)

into India declined sharply from $39

billion to less than $1 billion between

fiscal years 2021-22 and 2024-25,a

stunning reversal that has attracted
attention. This decline mirrors trends in other
emerging markets, including Asian peers like
Chinaand Thailand. Yet India’s share in world net
FDI hasfallen by 2.5-3.0 percentage points. How-
ever, there ismore to this trend than the headline
numbers suggest. India’s net FDI drop stems
equally from increased outward investment by
Indian companies (up 60%) and decreased inflows
from foreign investors (down 50%). The oft-cited
100% decline refers to net flows, or the difference
between inward and outward investments, both
adjusted for profit repatriations.

‘The underlying dynamics reveal a more com-
plex picture. Based on available data, gross FDI
inflows have fallen by only 13% (from $82 billion to
$71billion, peak to trough), while repatriation of
profits by foreign companies has surged 64% (from
$27 billion to $:4+4 billion). This repatriation surge is
the primary driver of declining net FDIinflows.

The equity component of FDI tells the clearest
story. Net equity FDI declined by $38 billion,
driving the overall drop. Gross equity inflows fell
25% from $61 billion to billion, while equity
repatriations increased by more than hall. Tradi-
tional sources, including the US, have reduced
theirinvestments, while Japan, the Netherlands
and Mauritius have increased theirs. The services
sector, primarily computer services and R&D,
accounts for much of the decline.

Neither increased repatriations by foreign com-
panies nor higher outward investment by Indian
residents should cause alarm. Both may partly
reflect India's economic maturity. Foreign firms
areext ng profits from Indian operations
through dividends, share buybacks and technical
fees, thus demonstrating confidence in the profita-
bility of their investments.

n't toreverse repatriation, as
natural outcome or even a par:
doxof oursuccess. We should focus on increasing
flows to fuel continued growth. With

‘s massive infrastructure and development
financing needs, current gross FDI levels remain
well below potential.

Over-reliance on traditional partners may have
created vulnerability. While punitive tariffs on
Indian merchandise exports to US markets pose
challenges, they could also present an opportunity
to look beyond traditional partners for both trade
and investment. We could establish a dedicated
task force to engage with the world’s top 50 com-
panies, offering compelling reasons to choose
India over competitors. This may also require pro-

e
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Letus turn
blegrowth
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India’s FDI story must regain strength

Gross inflows of foreign direct investment (FDI) have held up but rising repatriation of

funds has reduced net inflows.
(in$ million) m Grossinfiows ® Repatriation = Netinflows
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Repatriation of profits by forelgn companves *Provisional

active diplomacy that highlights India’ ‘umqu('
advantages: political stabi
strength and avast dome:
tors that could partially offset ta ltT challenges.

Research by The Foundation for Economic
Development on Special Economic Zones (SEZ)
reveals how policy reversals, like the 2012 intro-
ductionof minimum alternate tax and removal of
ividend distribution tax exemptions, coincided
with structural declines in SEZ growth. Foreign
investors seem to prize predictability above all
else. Every policy change should undergo rigorous
impact assessment to ensure it does not inadvert-
ently signal instability.

Global surveys consistently identify political
stability and macro fundamentals as primary FDI
driver i i e
these advantages more effectively. The govern-
ment’s electoral mandate and demonstrated eco-
nomic offer lling selling points.

Moreactionis needed on easing the regulatory
environment, improving logistics and enhancing
workforce skilling. The World Banl
Performance Index, for example, placed India at

Source: Reserve Bank of India

Employee creativity cannot be
bought: It needs to be fostered

It depends on self-motivation much more than incentive structures

¥
GAUTAM MUKUNDA

writes about corporate management and
innovation.

rom return-to-office sabre-rattling to

hectoring memosdeclaring the end of

rewarding employee loyalty, it’sclear
that chief executive officers (CEOs) are
feeling their oats. A slowing US economy is
shifting power back to the corner office
after years of tight labour markets gave
workers extraordinary pull. And leaders
aren’t hesitating to put that juice to
They're swearing off warm and fuzzy
tures and instead ingone of Don

Intrinsic motivation works better than
threats or fat pay cheques. ISTOCKPHOTO

“motivated primarily by external goals
suchasthe promise of reward or the expec-
tation of evaluation.” Her findings: People
who accomplish tasks due to intrinsic
motiv: s are much more creative and

Draper’s most memorable Mad Men lines:
“That's what the money is for.”

Wanting to reassert this kind of top-
down control over their organizati
be a natural instinct, but i
foundly counterproductive one.

anage-
ment that relies primarily on fear as a

stick—and financi asa carrot—
suﬂes creativity and innovation.

imples of CEOs cracking down in
ways that would have been inconceivable
ayearortwo ago are now legion. Consider
Cognition, an Al startup whose leader fol-
lowed up anacquisition by telling his new

momentum that must be sustained. The next
phase requires deepening existing reforms, rather
thanintroducing new ones that might signal poli

foreign investment and sovereign ratings have
shown a strong historical correlation globally.
India’s continued economic resilience, commit-
mentto fiscal consolidation and reform trajectory
position it well for potential upgrades that could
unlock new investor intere:

smuchasa
struggle. Companies are extracting profits from

[ul Indian operations, while apparently
hesitating to make fresh commitments amid global
uncertainties. Instead of lamenting increased

theyare now expected to work
80: hourwe coksnndllmtm:m\ ofhispeo-
ple “literally live where we work.” Then
there’s a recent memo from A l‘&"l U"()
John Stankey, in which he d

innovative than those with extrinsic ones.

This won't surprise anyone who has
worked withagifted scientist, engineeror
artist. The most innovative and creative
people havealwaysbeendriven by love for
what they do.

Butsurely it helps when managers pro-
videa little extra incentive, right?

Notquite. Amabile found that extrinsic
motivations actually cancel out internal
ones. Ifyou take an intrinsically motivated

like a bonus for success or fear of punish-
ment for failure—then extrinsic factors
the person ends up less moti-
vated, less interested in the task and, cru-
cially, less creative.
\oumn tpa p{«xplemmhemg(reame-
' scarethemintoit.

on the company’s return-to-office man-
date and declared that he will no longer
reward loyalty. Employees, it implies, are
expected to show total commitment to
AT&T, but it will offer none to them in
return. Earlier this year, Meta's Mark Zuck-
erberglaid offabout 3% of his workforce by
labelling them “low performers,” despite
the fact that many insisted they had never
received a bad evaluation; some speculated
that the cuts “were a scare tactic to dis-

repatriation and outward i
we must expand the pipeline of ne
using poli bility asa competitive advantage,
aggressively Luurtmg global companies and learn-
ing from internal successstories. According to
UNCTAD's World Investment Report 2025, India
ranked fourth globally in the number of greenfield

s Logistics projectsa ced in 2024 Their imy
tion isimportant.
Our ic fund Is remain strong,

38th position in 2023, based on six
Closing these gaps could yield substantial Fl Dl
returns, We can learn from success stories within
India and the stark disparity between states, Tamil
Nadu, for example, receives a whopping 250 times
more FDI than Bihar in absolute terms, likely due
toadvantage: infrastructure and

I models from leading states. Internal

« ition for FD1 benefits the entire country.
Investment climate improvements, streamlined

ionsand reduced b 'y have created

domestic market continues to expand and demo-
graphic dividend persists. FDI strategies must be
bold, consistent and globally competitive. The data
shows foreign companies can succeed in India, but
wemust convince them to start more new ven-
tures, Awindow foractionis open, butit won't
remain so indefinitely. We must move decisively to
transform the FDI challenge into the next chapter
of our economic growth story.

lushi Balakrishnan contributed to this article.
These are the authors’ personal views.
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loyees from dissent.”

There's something seductively si
about thisapproach. Do what
pay you. Don't, and I'll fire you. Afterall,
isn'titthejob of employeesto execute their
CEOQ's vis

Stankey claims that “management sci-
ence” supports moving from what he calls
“familial cultural norms” toa“competitive
market-based culture.” Speaking asaman-
agementscientist, though, nothing could
be farther from the truth—especially for
companies where innovation isa priority.
Toseewhy, weneedtolookat the work of

Wi Iml\ oucandoiscreate aculture that fos-
ters free thought and innovation.

What does that look like? Innovative
workplaces tend to invest in developing
their people, have strong and consistent
cultures, are highly adaptable and willing
totakeri nd havea clearsense of 1
sion. They also prioritize psychological
safety—the feeling that you can disagree
without fear of punishment. Ultimately,
they're places where people come towork
because they feel motivated and fulfilled.
not because they feel threatened orsee it as
atrade-offfora fat paycheck.

‘What does that mean fora company like
Meta, which was recently described by
departing senior Al researcher Tijmen
Blankevoort, as having “a culture of fear?”
Any organization that lives or dies onits
ability to innovate must cultivate an envi-
ronment where intrinsic motivators rule.
That doesn’t mean scare tactics—or the
types of pay packages that would make
LeBron James blush (not that those are
workinganyway).

thelegendary scholar Teresa
Amabile, whostudied the effects of intrin-
nd extrinsic motivations on creativity.

She defines intrinsic motivation as when
people are motivated “primarily by their
owninterestand involvement in the task.”
Extrinsic motivation is when they are

Ttm fosteringa culture where crea-
tive people feel supported to pursue their
life'swork. Any CEO who feels the temp-
tation to squeeze the levers of top-down
control should remember that creativity
and innovation will also get trapped in the
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Don't leap into RCEP: Let Trump’s tariff game play out

MANOJ PANT

$3ril

on. The market for Treasury bonds
will feel the pressure, debt levels will rise and
long-ter: m stability will suﬂer (as has hap-

One must recognize that these ta
not merel.
whims, a

reflection of Trump's personal
isoften made out in the media. His

is former director, IIFT, and
visiting professor, Shiv Nadar
University.

ndian exporters now face an additional

50% duty on exports to the US on top of

earlier tariffs. Half of this is a penalty
imposed by Washington for India’s oil trade
with Russia. Under Section 232 of the US
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, tariffs can be
raised on national security grounds, though
strategic exemptions apply to some prod-
ucts, Indian exports of textiles, leather
goods, gemsand jewellery and otheritems
now stare at tariffs ofaround 60%. Assome
of these sectors have as much as half their
output exposed to the US, many businesses
willnot survive. True, these exports enjoyed
atemporary boomas US buyers made pre-
emptive purchasesahead of the tariff dead-
te is short-lived. Already,
advance orders are dryingup.

Forthe US, such tariffs are self-def

shortage of hisown making. His hard line on
xmnugraimn has deprived farms and small
»f workers, forcing his adminis-

tration to quietly relax enforcement. In
high-skill sectors, hiring has stagnated as

American consumersare already paying
' ici he prices of every-
en, meat—climb

=

while restrictions on imports from Mexico
md Lhmd ripple through g cery stores,

wiffsoni unporlﬁ fromitsown plants
in China and Canada stand at 25%, far higher
than the 15% levied on rivals from Japan or
the EU. Trump’s erratic bilateral deals will

1 “tariff shopping’ as firms shift

Optimistic fore tariffrevenues

of $2.1trillion over the nextdecade, but that
pales beside the: trillion budget gap cre-
ated by US President Donald Trump's tax
cuts, leaving the fiscal deficit set to swell by

operations to low-tariff jurisdictions and
re-exportto the US, blunting the very impact
that Trump hassought. What thendrivesa
trade policy framework that seemsso bad for
the world as well as the US?

policies are driven by a circle of advisors

leuped in protectionist thinkingand area
Fpast attemptsat

change (see my article, “Trump and Trade;

the turmoil continues,’

dent William McKinley, whose 19th-century
protectionismsought toshield US industry
behind highwalls. In today’s. interconnected
world, such ideas seem anachroni
they double as political theatre. Tariffs are
not just about trade; they are symbols of
national assertion and personal vindication.

Trump'squest for recogni-

export marketstoward the EU, UK, and even
China, while pursuingatrade deal with the
US that carves out specific sectors for pro-
tection. Diplomatically, managing Trump’s
illbeasi :
2

lays claim to brokering peace in Ukraine—
may I)e as effective as formal negotiations in

‘Mint, 18 April). Inaspeech Rt tion—including the elusive Political must
on7 Augpus(), Us Trade INCia’s response o peacebri be dwith the realization that India’s
Representative Jamieson times seems to bleed into | service exports (mainly to the US) now
Greer condemned the must be clear his trade policy. His frus- | exceed commodity exports and are not
“nameless global order trationwith Russ affected by reciprocal tariffs. We do not want
dominated by the WTO, abOUt What has Ukraine has fuelled puni- | attention diverted to that.
forwhich“the US has paid changed under tivemeasuresagainstIndia, Theirony could not e sharper: Trump’s
with the loss of industrial evenasthesemovesunder- | tariffs hurt US consumers and producers
jobs and economic secu- Trump and what mine US supply chains. In | more than foreign competitors. Yet they
rity.” Trump’strade confi- . this sense, tariffsarealsoa | persistbecause the rve his political ambi-
dant Peter Navarrowent  CONClitions are  signaltoChinaand Russia, | tions, ideological instincts and vanity. For
even further, branding . with Indian exportscaught | India, thelessonis clear. It must prepare for
India'simport of Russian  [ikely to endure  ascollateral damage. the uncertainties of Trump's economic

crude oil and export of
refined productsaconspir-
acy rather than the result of a comparative
advantage.

The persistence of US tariffs, which are
unlikely to be reversed d(~pu(~ a recenl

So, how should India

respond? Intheshort term,

the priority must be to cushion the blow
taken by small enterprises, that will be dev-
astated while larger producersadapt. Relief
could come through tax measures, such as

court order, hasless to do with s 2C0-
nomicsand more to do with pulmmaml ide-
ology. Trump often invokes former presi-

placing v export products in the
lower5 % GST bracket, at least temporarily.
In the longer run, India must diversify its

nationalism not by reacting in panic but by
hedging carefully. Jumping into trade blocs
like RCEP in haste would weaken India’s
bargaining power elsewhere. Have therea-
sons why India opted out in 2019 been
Trump's tariffs? It's better instead
negotiate shrewdlyand let the
ntradictions of Trump’s policy

internal c
play themselves out; 2028 isn't so faraway.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

INJUSTICE

Denial of bail to Umar Khalid and others in Delhi riots case, five
years later, violates due process

NARULING that raises serious concerns about due process, and the disturbingly

low bar for evidence, and for the standards by which it should be provenina court

of law to justify the incarceration of indivi the Delhi High Court

has declined bail to Umar Khalid and nine others in the Delhi riots case, more than
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‘WoRrbDLY WISE
A LAW IS VALUABLE NOT BECAUSE IT IS
LAW, BUT BECAUSE THERE IS RIGHT IN IT.
— HENRY WARD BEECHER

EPIC exclusion

EC's refusal to accept the identity card it created, in SIR

in Bihar, appears arbitrary and self-contradictory

SY QURAISHI

FEW DOCUMENTS INindependent India have

democratic experi-
enceasthe Electors Photodentity Card (EPIC).
Introduced by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) in the 1990s, the EPIC has trans-
formed the way we vote, conduct elections,
and even prove whu we are in dally |le lt is
therefos

five years after arrest. The 133-page ruling is a blow to the liberty of the i
have been loosely accused of “conspiracy”. It is also a moment to pause and ask funda-
mental questions — about what constitutes a “terrorist act”, what is the threshold of ev-
idence necessary for the state to label someone a terrorist, and the rigour of the court's
scrutiny of the prosecution's inferences and claims. The ruling, which announces at the
outset that it would confine itself only to a “surface analysis of the evidence", goes on to
give the prosecution the benefit of every doubt, disregards the apparently ﬂJmsy nature

who

thatcreated the EPIC now' tefuses toacceptit.
In July, the ECI announced a Special
Intensive Revision (SlR) of electoral rolls in
Blha! Awelcume stepin principle: Voter lists
u-

phcanon and under-registration. A clean and
credible roll is the bedrock of a free and fair
election. But the details of the exercise con-

of its evidence, and shows little or no sensitivity bail tain a startling twist.
to the accused, without trial, years after incarceration. AppllCanB for enrolment or correction
The prosecution h: theaccused i ", orroad h ish

blockades, with the intention of “striking terror” in the nanonal mplral Yet rnuch of theso-
called pp chats, and the testis protected ."who
‘were present in “secret” meetings and whose statements cannot be tested through cross-
examination. Consider, for instance, the account of a protected witness codenamed Pluto,
‘who testified that while delivering biryani to the accused in a North-East Delhi basement,
he overheard plans to “burn Delhi using firearms, petrol, and other means and funds had al-
ready been arranged for the said purpose.” There are other witnesses who testify that the
accused, Sharjeel Imam, told a crowd that the government is anti-Muslim, or that the
Citizenst Act* ly Muslims.” Inthe case of Gulfisha, an activist, the
court treats her act of creating WhatsApp groups to organise women at protest sites as a
conspiratorial assault on the state itself. The court’s refusal to make vital distinctions — be-
tween constitutionally protected freedoms, which include the freedom to dissent, and a
directincitement to violence — isextremely disturbing. Instead of interrogating whetherany
of the accused explicitly incited the riots — a clear standard set by the Supreme Court in
past mhr@ —it. accep[s the state’s theory of ashadowy conspiracy as sufficient grounds to
c ir detention under the stri Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. “If you're
doing something against the nation, you better be in jail till you are acquitted or convicted™
—Solicitor General Tushar Mehta' flies in the face of the constitutional guaran-
tee of due process. The court's abdication lets it stand unchallenged.

‘erestson

oneof 11 spec-
ified documents to prove their residence and
identity. Conspicuously absent from this list
are the EPIC— the Commission'sown flagship
identity card —and Aadhaar, the nation’s most
widely-used proof of identity. The omission
has rightly raised eyebrows, triggered litiga-
tion, and prompted the Supreme Court toex-
press surprise.

Theexclusion of the EPICand Aadhaar from
Bihar's SIR was challenged in the Supreme
Court. During hearings, the Court was openly
puzzled: “EPIC and Aadhaar are readily avail-
able documents. Tomorrow, 10 out of 11 ac-
cepted documents could also be fake — that
cannot justify blanket exclusion of these”, said
Justice SuryaKant. The Bench repeatedly urged
the ECl to focus on mass inclusion rather than
exclusion, and specifically suggested that the
EPICand Aadhaar be accepted.

However, surprisingly, inits final order, the
Court directed only Aadhaar’s inclusion (that
too for the 65 lakh deleted voters and not for

Over thelast three years, this batch of bail pleas has travelled from htothe oth
in the Delhi High Court. The court does not hold itself accountable for this delay. Instead,
itderides the petitioner’s plea to consider it as grounds for granting bail: “A hurried trial
‘would also be detrimental to the rights of both the the State”. Th

all 7 crore applicants). It: d ofman-
dating the EPIC's acceptance. This nuance has
allowed rhe ECito dalm compliance with ji ju-

dicial direct torelyonits

Court always underlines that bail is the rule and jail the exception. A former Chief Justice
of India said, proudly, that he granted bail from “A to Z". The highest court must live up to
such words and prevent the miscarriage of justice in the Delhi riots case.

TO MANIPUR, FINALLY

Prime Minister’s proposed visit to the state is welcome, if
belated. It must pave the way for revival of the political process
HAT PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi has not visited a state torn apart by
ethnicviolence, in which over 250 people have lost their lives and thousands
have beendisplaced, for more than two years, has created a conspicuous ab-
sence. The Centre intervened in Manipur, albeit unsuccessfully, going on to
impose President’s Rule earlier this year, after removing N Biren Singh as chief minister.
But the prime minister stayed away. It is welcome that this may now change, if belatedly,
with reports suggesting that he will visit the northeastern state later this month follow-
ing his trip to Assam and Mizoram.

The violence has taken a high toll and the state has also suffered from the Centre's ap-
parent neglect since May 2023. In Parliament, too, the continuing crisis was not given its
due attention during the Budget session in April: It was allotted barely 41 minutes, and
thattooin the dead of night, after 14 hours of debate and voting on the Waqf Bill. It is in this
context that people on both sides of the divide in th xpress aloss of faith in the in-
stitutions responsible for keeping the peace. Sections have arrogated to themselves the
power to take up arms, leading to a vicious cycle rhat has made it harder to achieve a res-

olution that lasts. Now, the PM tripp! build on the current
lullin the vi eand toi ions b he Centre and Kuki militant
groups (under the ion of O )aimed at the free movement of

people and goods. Of course, there are deep structural problems that will not be solved
overnight: Roughly 3,000 looted arms still unaccounted for; nearly 57.000 people resid-
ing in over 280 relief camps: the continued absence of a popular government.

The violence that erupted more than two years ago exposed fault lines that had been
widening foryears. President d theremoval of an chief minister were
necessary measures, but the Centre failed to build on them. It must be hoped that the
Prime Minister’s visit becomes a significant step towards rebuilding trust and restoring
apolitical process that alone can lead the state back to norma[cy At the very least, it will
senda tothe peopl
sis, and that the fact that it continues is a scar on its conscience.

fthe ir cri-

SERVING UP AN ACE

At the US Open, Coco Gauff and Naomi Osaka
showcase an ethic of solidarity and care

N 2019, 15 and a wild-card entrant to the US Open, Coco Gauff had been steam-
rolling her way through the championship till she ran into Naomi Osaka, World
number 1and ing champion. The match was Osakawon 6-
3,6-0.But it was what came after that made it unforgettable. Osaka, 21, went up to
the weeping teenagerand invited her to participate in the post-match interview with her.
In the teary-eyed session that followed, Osaka said, “... the fact that both of us made it, and
we're bothstill working as hard as we can...isincredible.” Six years later, at this year's Open,
notmuch seems to have changed, except for the status of the players. Osaka, now World num-
ber 24, making a comeback after a motherhood break, defeated World number 3 Gauff 6-
3,6-2. At the post-match interview, the script of their solidarity remained unchanged.

‘What made the match striking was the emotional undercurrent that girds the players'
relationship. Both players model a version of strength that runs counter to the culture of
cutthroat ascendancy. Gauff and Osaka are, by their own admission, not friends. They ad-
mire eachotheras colleagues. They ‘colourinasport history of ex-
clusion. Osaka has lived hthel fearly mental health; Gauff
still struggles with her prodigious — and erratic — genius. Together, they serve a reminder
that resilience is not always loud, that empathy is not incompatible with excellence.

In 1950, Althea Gibson became the first Black woman to play in what was then the US
National Championship. Her' Iegacy paved rheway[orEvonne Goolagong, the Williamssis-
tersand countls By hotherup, Osakaand Gauff honour
Gibson's struggle and offer a narrative of stewardship in which an ethic of care

ownmost voteris ification.

Itisimportant to remember that the EPIC
was not a bureaucratic whim — it was a re-
form born of conviction and confrontation.
Inthe late 1980s, concerns about imperson-

If the EPIC is good enough
for the nation’s first citizen
to bestow with such pomp,
surely it must be good
enough for the Commission
to recognisc. Besides, there
is a very important question:
In the coming election, will
the EPIC be required or
accepted from each voter?
Moreover, if it has been
discarded by its
creators/owners, willthey
issue EPICs to the new
voters as was always done?
The practical consequences
of excluding the EPIC,

the most possessed ID,

are serious,

ationand bogus voting were eroding public
trust. Under the redoubtable TN Seshan's
uncompromising leadership, the ECI
launched an ambitious to

with high migration and large numbers of
rural poor. Many citizens possess only the
EPIC. as (helrprou\' of identity. Denyingits va-

photo-identify every voter.

The project met with immediate resist-
ance. It required substantial funds and politi-
cal backing. When Seshanapproached Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao for fundmg, Rao

refused, citing budget c

lidity the process
i participation, and di his-
ing genuine voters.

Givenits rich history, the exclusion of the
EPIC from the SIR document list is baffling. It
crea!es a paradox: The same card that was

Seshan, in characteristic style, is said to have
warned that unless the request was granted,
he would not call the by-election Rao needed
to contest o continue as Prime Minister —a

the 2024 General Election,
with 642 million voters participating, is sud-
denly deemed inadequate for revising the
rolls. When the rules appear arbitrary or self-
contradictory — when a card used to elect a

C under Article
75(5). The funds were sanctioned within days.
‘This eplsode is more thanan anecdo!e it

cannot roll
— public confidence erodes.
The solution is stralghtforward. The EPIC

rtion of the C ¥

should be asan docu-

independence and its determination to
strengthen the integrity of elections. The EPIC
was, from its inception, a reform secured
against odds — not a gift of political generos-
ity but the fruit of institutional insistence.
The currentexclusion is notonly baffling—
it is deeply symbolic. Every year on January
25, India celebrates National Voters' Day, an
event created precisely to encourage enrol-
ment. Millions of young voters receive their
EPICs at polling booth level on this day. At the
national function, no less than the President
of India personally hands over EPICs to a se-
lect group of new voters—amomentof pride
telecast across the country, in the presence of
over30election commissioners of the world.
That the very card ceremonially handed
overby Lhe Rashuapau isnow dlsquallﬁed as

ment with reasonable safeguards as ECl may
choose. This approach would protect roll pu-
rity while ensuring no genuine voter is ex-
cluded forlack of alternative documents like
passport or driving licence. The ECl must also
communicate clearly with voters. Why was
the EPICexcluded? Isthere evidence of large-
scale misuse thatjustifies this step? How will
the C i that

votersare not struck off?

By answering these questions explicitly,
the ECI can turn controversy into a moment
of civiceducation—restoring confidence and
proving its commitment to impartiality. The
EPICwas conceived as a weapon against elec-
toral malpractice. It has been celebrated glob-
ally as a symbol of India’s democratic capac-
ity. To sideline it now, without a compelling

proofofi essisa

sends the wrong signal.

Ly
bitterirony. It risks turning a proud democratic
ntual into an empty spectacle. If the EPIC is
firstcitizen tobe-
stow with such pomp, surely it must be good
enough for the Commission to recognise.
Besides, there is a very important ques-
tion: In the coming election, will the EPIC be
required or accepted from each voter?
Moreover, if it has been discarded by its cre-
ators/owners, will they issue EPICs to the
new voters as was always done? The practi-
cal consequences of excluding the EPIC, the
most possessed ID, are serious. Bihar isa state

The credibility of an election depends as
much on the perception of faimess as on the
mechanics of the process. In a country of
India's scale, no institution can afford to ap-
pear arbitrary or inconsistent.

Itis time for the Election Commission to
reaffirm its faith in the card it created — and
in the voters whose faith it must protect.

Thewriter is former Chief Election
Commissioner of India and the author of
AnUndocumented Wonder —The
Making of the Great Indian Election

You, ME & A LONELY CROWD

Life in the city is being drained of love and enchantment

AvIJIT PATHAK

'WHAT SORT OF society are we creating — par-
ticularly, in b|g cities — that nonnahses lone-
liness, psychic
of theother? lliveina mermpohtan city,and
it has enriched me in many ways. I find good
schools, colleges, hospltals and vibrant qu-
turalc
Yet, | experience a sense of painand exnsren-
tialanguish. Huge skyscrapers and gated com-
munities frighten me, and the constant move-
mentof cars and other vehicles onimpersonal
highways intensifies my stress. However, |am
not alone. In fact, the pathology of our con-
temporary urban existence is becoming the
new normal, but the mainstream “develop-
ment” discourse seldom noticesit.
Letmerefertowhata i
equal society like ours has normalised — the
segregationof the rich and the upwardly mo-
bileaspiringclass from the larger society. And
this segregation manifests itself in the mode
of living which the real estate industry
as a “gated c ity" -a
space that normalises the culture of surveil-
lance and cultivates the fear of the “other”. In
these gated communities, the entry gates are
always closed for the “outsiders,” unless they
carry appropriate “class symbols”, and con-
vince the security guards that they have in-
deed come to meet someone who resides
there. By its nature, a gated community is
against informal interactions, mutual trustand
intimacy.Itappears to be anisland of the priv-
ileged that seeks to distance itself from the
“chaotic” larger society. In this circumstance,

IN GooD FAITH

Are we fast losing the art of
direct face-to-face
communication? Is
technology, far from
emancipating, enslaving us?
‘When I travel in a metro, 1
experience something that
sociologist Georg Simmel, in
his essay “The Metropolis
and Mental Life’, regarded as
‘heartless indifference’. I
experience the coldness of
the ‘lonely crowd'. Seldom
do fellow passengers greet
one another. There is hardly
any conversation —a
pleasant exchange or a life-
affirming smile. Instead,
everybody is engrossed in
his/her smartphone.

the maids, cooks, plumbers and electricians
— they are not even allowed to use the same
lift - are discriminated against.

Ironically, there is hardly any interaction
among the “insiders”. Even an exchange of a
pleasantsmilein theliftis rare. Everyone'siden-
tity seemsto! havebeen reduced to thmrapan—
mentnumbers.L

notorious traffic jam. A conflict-ridden soci-
ety is facing yet another kind of conflict — the
dispute over the parking space leading to as-
saults, abuses and even shootings. Chronic
anger and psycmc stress characterise our

everyday interactions in big cities.
There is another kind of anxiety that
Are we fast losing the art of direct

come.A2021 study suggests that more than40
per centof urban Indians feel lonely.
Likewise, as [ see the overflow of cars and
theintoxicationwith speed, | wonder whether
apedestrian like me has the right toexistina
megmly As pedesmanswecause nocarbon
particularly at -
ror of the climate emergency is haunting us.
However, there s hardly any space fora pedes-
trian to walk freely without any obstruction
or fear Afootpath is now a parking space for
and cars. Iti Tea
stalls fasr food shops and hawkers occupy it
without the slightest hesnanon Electricity

face-to-face communication? Is technology,
far fromemancipating, enslaving us? When
travel ina metro, lexperience something that
sociologist Georg Simmel, in his essay The
Metropolis and Mental Life’, regarded as
“heartlessindifference”.| experience the cold-
ness of the “lonely crowd". Seldom do fellow
passengers greetone another. There is hardly
any conversation — a pleasant exchange or a
life-affirming smile. Instead, everybody isen-
grossed in his/her smartphone. Amidstoural-
most neurotic obsession with virtual “likes”
and “followers", we miss the warmth of hu-
man touch. With time, technologies will be-
come increasi isticated; the miracle

pole: uctures,

d ol i
obstacles. Nowonder pedestrian fatalities ac-
count foralmost 20 per cent of all crash fatal-
ities in India. Yet, there is no public debate on
this issue. Meanwhile, we continue cutting
trees, destroying the ecosystem expandmg
our highwa la:
to buy more and more cars.

According to the Delhi Statistical
Handbook, 2023, more than 2.07 million pri-
vate cars are registered in Dethi, whereas 2.31
million private cars contribute to Bengaluru's

called “Artificial Intelligence” will further sep-
arate us from human interactions, and the
“hidden persuaders” will succeed in tempt-
ing us to buy the latest gadgets. Do we realise
that we are dying from deep inside?

The irony of our contemporary urban ex-
istence is that we are becoming more and
more “efficient” and “productive” —yet, lonely,
indifferent, anxiety-ridden and devoid of love
and enchantment.

Thewriter taught sociology at JNU
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the path forwardand along which they become visible, often vulnerable, examples of change.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

TAMIL EX-MPS KILLED

THREE PROMINENT LEADERS of the Tamil
United ubemnon Front were kidnapped and

inJaffna, Sri
Lanka, while the fate of two others kidnapped
isnotyet known, The bullet-ridden bodies of vV
Dharmalingam and M Alalasundaram were
found near their residence. The body of T

Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council,
in the sanction of Rs 2 crore by the state gov-
ernment to the Indira Gandhi Pratibha
Pratisthan (IGPP). Delivering his order in the
case filed by the Janata Party leader, P B
Samant, Justice D N Mehta of Bombay High
Court said, “The prosecution has failed to bring
home the case under the section 5(1)(D)and
5(1)(E) ofthe Prevention of Corruption Act.

cies, leaving nine for the Janata Party and ex-
pressing the resolve that none of the remain-
ing mne seats would 20 uncomested The

listof ¢ n
of the 13 Lok Sabha seats. It is not contesting
the Ferozepur and Phillaur (SC) Lok Sabha
seats. The seats left for the Janata Party are
Amritsar (South), Phagwara (SC), Dasuya,
Mukerian, Balachaur, Jalandhar (Central),

; , Sujanpur and Narot Mehra (SC).

was found near iin  Ther section5(1)(D)have
northern Sti faile ...Resultan(ly. the accused is acquitted
of the charges framed against him.” T\ERROR ATTACK
ANTULAY ABSOLVED

THEFORMERMAHARASHTRA Chief Minister,
ARAntulay, was acquitted of all three charges
ofabuse of office and deception of the Cabinet,

epapenindianexprem.. -

AKALI CANDIDATES
THE AKALI DAL ([ongowal) released the hst
Sabhac

ofc 99V

SUSPECTED TERRORISTS STRUCK at three
places in Amritsar and Hoshlarpur districts,
killing three and i ight others,

three of them seriously.
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America, don’t lose India

It’s time for the United States to call off its tariff war, and restore the strategic
partnership that both nations desperately need, and the world benefits from

THAlgOIEHINK

b
BY SHASHI THAROOR

IN THE LATE 1940s and early 1950s, the
United States was convulsed by the "Who
lost China?" debate. A political uproar oc-
curred in the American foreign policy es-
ing the Ca
takeover of China in October 1949, when
the People’s Republic of China was declared
by Mao Zedong after defeatmg the
ist forces of the led
by Chiang Kai-shek, who fled to Taiwan.
This was seen by many Americans asama-
Jjor failure of US foreign policy and a cata-
strophic blow in the early Cold War struggle
against communism.

Afewyears from now, if New Delhi finds
itself in the embrace of China and Russia
and alienated from America, might there
be a new blame game in Washington DC,
with finger-pointing American pundits an-
grily asking the question, “Who lost India?”

President Donald Trump is acting as if he
doesn’t care. But by any measure, the US-India
relationship has been one of the most conse-
quential strategic partnerships of the 21stcen-
tury. From defence cooperation and technol-
ogy-sharing, to joint efforts in the Quad to
secure a free and open Indo-Pacific,

and New Delhi
dation of mutual respectand shared interests.

Yet today, that foundation is cracking
underlhe welght of Trump's punitive tariffs

ive rhetoric —and th I
mplumanc friction. India, reeling in shuck
from finding itself the most highly tariffed
country in the world —at 50 per cent, when
China faces only 30 per cent and India’s
other competitors in the US market are be-
tween 15 and 20 per cent — is understand-
ably strengthening its dialogue with
Moscow and Beijing. The grave has already
been dug for the burial of the much-
vaunted “strategic partnership” that had
defined the Indo-US relationship for the
past quarter of a century.

But it's not too late to salvage the part-
nership - if Washington wants to. It's time
for the United States to ahandon its pam of

art-
nEIShlp that both nations desperately need
—and the world benefits from.

As of midnight on the night of August
26-27, the US doubled tariffs on Indian
goods, affecting over $48 billion in exports
(outof a total Indian export list to America
of $87 billion). These measures hit critical
sectors like textiles, gems and jewellery,
leather, seafood (especially shrimp), and
auto components, while — so far —exempt-
ing pharmaceuticals and electronics. The
rationale is based on India’s continued pur-
chase of Russian oil and military equip-
‘ment, which Washington claims indirectly
funds Russia’s war in Ukraine — a charge
New Delhi firmly rejects as unjustified, es-
pecially since China buys far more oil and
gas from Russia, and EU imports $67 billion
worth of other items from there, while nei-
ther faces comparable levels of tariffs.

But these tariffs are not just economic

iltafoun-

penalties — they're political signals. And
they're being read loud and clear in New
Delhi: Strategic autonomy is being pun-
ished, rather than (as heretofore) respected.

‘The consequences are severe. Indian ex-
porters are losing competitiveness, risking
thousands of jobs in hubs like Tiruppur,
Surat,and Visakhapatnam. US buyersare al-
ready shifting to suppliers in Vietnam,
Ecuador, Thailand and Turkey, while
American consumers face higher prices.
Investment sentiment in India is faltering,
and capital expenditure decisions are being
delayed. Alakhand a half jewellery-workers
have been laid off in Surat, and garment
workers in Tiruppurand shrimp exporters in
Vizag are looking at job [osses as well.

Thisis alose-lose scenario. The longer it
persists, the deeper the damage to bilateral
trust and economic resilience will be.

The irony is that despite the trade war,
defence cooperation remains robust. The
US-India COMPACT initiative, launched in
February 2025, aims to deepen military col-
laboration, co-produce advanced equip-
‘ment,and conduct joint exercises like “Tiger
Triumph”. Plans for a new 10-year
Framework for Major Defence Partnership
are underway, and India is in advanced ne-
gotlanons to purchase major US military

including the Stryker
fighting vehicle and the Javelin anti-tank
guided missile. But these efforts are being
undermined by the tariffs, which signal dis-
trust and coercion.

India is not just a trading partner — it is
a pivotal player in the Indo-Pacific.
Alienating New Delhi risks weakening the
Quad, whose summit India is supposed to
be hosting later this year, destabilising re-

Alienating New Delhi risks
weakening the Quad, whose
summit India is supposed to
be hosting later this year,
destabilising regional
security, and pushing India
closer to the US’ adversaries,
like China and Russia.

CRSasikumar

gional security, and pushing India closer to
the US' adversaries, like China and Russia.
The US must recognise that strategic au-
tonomy is not defiance — it's sovereignty.
Punishing India for its energy choices or de-
fence procurement decisions, which any
country can only do based on its vital na-
tional interests, is shortsighted and coun-
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“All relevant parties must set aside maximalist demands and unite behind the
commitment to the February polls, as the stability of Bangladesh depends onit.”

— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Making them play
by the book

The National Sports Go

vernance Act will ensure

sports bodies do not function as fiefdoms,

serve interests

JANAY JAIN

of sportspersons

not being able to extend theiralready ex-

tended tenure. The real victims are, lI'l fact
whosec

by the unforgiving constraints of time and

age. and whofind melraspu'at ns stifled by

tion con-

cerning their federations.

‘The passingof the Sports Governance Act
is, therefore, a timely relief and representsa
watershed moment. It will hopefully ad-
dress the above-mentioned shonconun§

INTHEMONSOON Session of Parti 15
bills were passed. Amongst them was the
National Sports Governance Act, 2025. While
the Act, which regulates and recognises na-
tional sports bodies in India, is not likely to
find a place in the list of political “hot pota-
toes”, its importance cannot be

The Act the Ce
National Sports Board, which will grant
it il i ingfed-

erations and their affiliate units. This provi-

sion,in particular, will putanend to the pro-

tracted battles. forlegitimacy waﬂed by rival
ions within th

‘This is because several national-level sport-
ing federations today enjoy a monopoly and
are directly concerned with the selection of
thecountry. Tt It
whileitwasundercolonial rule, was the first
Asian nation to participate in the Olympics
in 1900, it was not until this Actwas passed
thatthe country had

This Act also establishes the National
Olympic Committee, the National
Paralympic Committee, and the National
and Regional Sports Federations for each
sport. Each of these bodies has also been
mandated to establisha code of conduct in
line wi[h the international best practices

lation to govern sports bodies.

Before the Sports Governance Act was
passed, the administration of sports federa-
tions was guided by the National Sports
Development Code of India. The Code was,
infact,asetof makeshift rules, il
by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

Thesituationonthe groundat that time

ranging

from national to district associations, be-

came the fiefdom of political satraps and

their cronies. Electoral malpractices and mis-

conduct were the norm. Several pos[ hold»
their term,and

iling in each sport. The Act also man-
dates that the Executive Committee for
every sporting federation must consistof up
to 15 members, with at least two outstand-
ing sportspersons and four women.
Moreover, th als
defined to ensure that fresh talent and
vigour is inducted in sports administration
and thata few office bearers froma particu-
lar region, religion, or political affiliation do
not have a monopoly over the administra-
tion ofasport.
A National Sports Tribunal will be con-
smu[ed toadjudicate disputes pertaining to

were blatantly disregarded. In 2014, the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Human Resource Development observed
that the majority of the national sporting
federations were dominated by non-
sponspelsons More than 350 cases related
governance of various

terproductive. Instead, should
lift punitive tariffs immediately, especially
onlabour-intensive sectors, which were al-
ready vulnerable at the baseline 25 per cent
tariffand are totally impossible to sell a(SO

sporting are currently pending
before different courts. In some cases, the
[ ompelled tointer

point a Committee of Administrators (CoA)
to govern fedemtlons as a smp—gap meas-

Thisisalandmark pro-
visionas it would streamline sports-related
litigation by enabling matters to be decided
by subject experts. Further, the unending
rounds of litigation would be reduced asan
appeal against a decision of the National
Sports Tribunal would only lie before the
Supreme Court. The Sports Governance Act
also ensures the oversight of elections of
sporting federations, both national and re-
gional, as it seeks to establish a national
panel of electoral officers to oversee elec-
tions of national sports bodies. It calls upon

per cent; accelerate free trade negoti
offering India a viable alternative to de-
pendence on other markets by construc-
tively discussing mutual concessions that
could bring India down to the 15-19 per
cent level enjoyed by its Asian rivals; re-en-
gage in high-level diplomacy, including di-
rect leader-to-leader dialogue. President
Trump could, for example, call Prime
Minister Modi on his birthday this month
to break the chill that has set into their bro-
mance. A good conversation on the side-
lines of the UN General Assembly could
work wonders; expand technology and de-
fence cooperation, reinforce mutual trust
and shared interests.

India is not just a partner of convenience
— it is a partner of consequence. The US
must treat it as such. The current path of
confrontation threatens to unravel two
decades of strategic convergence. It's time
torecalibrate, restore trust, and rebuild the
partnership that can shape the future of
global stability.

The writer is Congress MP (Lok Sabha)
for Thiruvananthapuram

The politics of horror

Guyjarati film ‘Vash Level 2’ is a parable of the violence of blind obedience

SOHINI CHATTOPADHYAY

ACOHORT OF bickering, praying, gossiping
— inother words, wholly regular — school-
girls reaches their posh-looking private
school, eats at their cafeteriaand undergoes
a palpable transformation. The laughing,
chattering hum of the cafeteria turns to si-
lence. Their breathing changes — shallow,
noisy breaths — as the girls' faces tighten
with anxiety. No one talks or looks at each
other any longer. The camera zooms in, in-
voking a sense of claustrophobia. Then, a
blurred male figure walks in and orders 10
schoolgirls to jump off the ledge of the
school's terrace. One by one, they all leap to
their deaths. Thus begins a reign of terror
unleashed by a cohort of schoolgirls under
the spell of ademonic hypnotiser in the su-
perb thriller/horror film Vash Level 2, made
in Gujarati and dubbed in Hindi for release
across major cities.

As the day progresses, the girls wreak
havoc: Bludgeoning citizens on the roads
with anything they can get their hands on,
setting petrol pumps ablaze, bringing traffic
to a careening stop. The school authorities
and city police have no effect on the pos-
sessed. The demonic hypnotiser, hiding in
plain sight in the cafeteria, has them under
his control. He demands access toanother de-
monic hypnotiser, his guru, now locked in a
citizen's dungeon, his tongue sliced out so he
canno longer communicate.

Amass hypnosis on ordinary human be-
ings that makes them turn on their fellow hu-
man beings to unleash violence and extreme

novel? Bram Stoker's Dracula is read vari-
ously as the threat of the Turkish or East
European other to the Liberal West, the

anarchy in society. An normal so-
ciety that turns tense and fearful abruptly. An
outwardly poised man with an aura so pow-
erful that people do his bidding with the fer-
vour of the possessed. At one crucial point in
the film, the current hypnotiser calls out to
one of the schoolgirls he has sent out to kill
aman sleeping on the street with a rock.
Bloodied and blank-faced, she stares back at
him but doesn’t come his way. So potent is
the spell that even the hypnotist can no
longer fully control the possessed. They are
out there, addicted to the blood on their
hands and faces.

The horror and fantasy genres are never
not political. When the classic German
Expressionist film Nosferatu, widely recog-
nised as the first major Dracula adaptation
on screen released in 1922, the spectre of
Nazism was rising across Europe. In his es-
say for The Tablet, film critic | Hoberman
notes that “...Mein Kampf, published in
1925, makes multiple references to Jews as
vampires, bloodsuckers and parasites..."
Critiques of the film point to Count Orlok’s
rat-like characteristics; the analogy be-
tween pestilential rodents and Jews is com-
mon to a number of anti-Semitic propa-
ganda films. And what of the original

vestiges inacap-
italist liberal order, the rise of Irish and
other nationalisms, often led by old landed
elites with interests to protect their influ-
ence, against the Empire. Equally, you could
read into Count Dracula the spectre of the
Empire sickening and out of time, infect-
ing victims against the modern, liberal
ideas of the 20th century.

Indeed, one of the pleasures of the fan-
tasy genre is the amorphousness of its
form. Overthinking, some might say.
Draculais justasolid creepy story featuring
an unforgettable supernatural character.
Hard to argue with that, given Dmculu s
undying appeal. Ditto for 1

ened and despotic pre-modern rulers.

In fact, it was GGBB that put Vash Level
2's political narrative in my mind. In GGBB,
an evil magician burns a concoction whose
fumes cause the kingdom's populace to lose
their speech. Later, on the instructions of
the minstrel heroes, he burns another con-
coction whose fumes return speech to the
populace. The spell is broken. In Vash Level
2,itis something in the meal served to the
schoolgirls that brings them under the con-
trol of the hypnotist. But it is not something
edible that breaks the spell. In an inventive
ploy, it happens only once the means of
communication are snapped.

Isn’t this what contemporary critics say
about the media? Turn away from these
pedd]ers of propaganda, and sense will pre-

could read into it a warning against moder-
nity's scientific and technological arro-
gance, creating artificial life with little re-
gard forits consequences. (This is a premise
beautifully revisited in Kazuo Ishiguro’s
English-language novel Never Let Me Go.)
Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne (GGBB), Upendra
Kishore Ray Chaudhuri’s children’s story
filmed unforgettably by his grandson
Satyajit Ray, could be read as a terrific ride
about the travels of two minstrels into a
happy kingdom and a sad kingdom. Or, |
could read it as acomment about enlight-

vail. It's to disagree with when
you think about the genocide unfolding in
Gaza— every prestige news outlet in the
Westhasc tolsrael’

ure, after the ffice
bearers had become legally untenable.
Some national sporting federations
faced penalties from global agencies. The
Wrestling Federation of India was sus-
pended in 2023 due to its failure to hold
timely elections. The Amateur Kabaddi
Federation of India was also suspended in
2024, as it lacked an elected body.

national to constitute a panel
to oversee the elections of their affiliates.
Disqualification isasignificant deterrent for
non-compliant federations to ensure that
the Act's provisions are complied with.

As India aspires to host the
Commonwealth Games (hopefully with
greater integrity, this time) and the Olympic
Gamesin the near future, itis necessary that

Additionally, in 2022, FIFA d the
All India Footba]l Federation becauseit was
beingg admin-
istrators. The cost of such misgovernance
was exacerbated when the Indian Super
League 2025-26 was placed in limbo be-
cause of litigation pertaining to the AIFF —
the Supreme Courtdirected the agency not
to take any major policy decisions until the
matter was resolved.

The political satraps do not bear the ulti-
mate cost for such a terrible state of affairs.
They merely face the occasional setback of

the infrastruct inthe country
is all-encompassing. Such infrastructure
must not be confined merely to brick and
mortar, but must also encompass a robust
legal framework that places good gover-
nance in sporting federations at the fore-
fan The Act will ensure that sports feder-

the
aspirations of a select few political satraps,
but of sportspersons of the nation.

The writer is an advocate
atthe Bombay High Court

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WHITHER DIPLOMACY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Sound
and Fury' (IE, September 3). The state-
ments by White House trade Advisor
Peter Navarro about India is a manifes-
tation of diplomatic anarchy and the
failure of the “new world order" envi-
sioned by the proponents of globalisa-
tion. The world is now facing conflicts
and natural calamities on a large scale.
The comments by former NSAs Jake
Sullivan and John Bolton showcase the
dangers of alienating India. The recent
court decision on the President’s pow-
ers to impose tariffs also shows how
suchactions can be counterintuitive for
the US.

Vasant Nalawade, Satara

AFTER SCO

‘THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘China’s pa-
rade, Asia's divide’ (IE, 2).

that by ahenaung India, it is helping no
onebut
Madhusme Guha, Kolkata

PUNJAB FLOODS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'What
Punjabneeds'(IE, September2). The flood

picture.
Heavy monsoon rainfall coupled with the
release of water from dams is leading to
extensive flooding, especially across
sevendistrictsof Gurdaspur, Kapurthala,
Amiritsar, Pathankot, Ferozepur, Fazilka,

L :

lakh acres of agricultural land, primarily
paddy fields. The situation remains
volatile, with a high toll on human and
animallife along with widespread prop-
ertydestruction. Given the scale of devas-
tation, governments at the Union and
state levels should set aside politics and
provideall the necessary support, includ-
ingfinance: and logistical re-

India knows well that the Tianjin sum-
mit is largely symbolic, as the con-
tentiousissues between Indiaand China
are too wide to be narrowed down. It
moved cautiously, making Japana prior
stop before China, and stood firm in its
non-agreement with China's BRI The
SCO grouping shares complex dynam-
ics,butits shifted focus from Central Asia

Atechnologically-advanced nation that has
itself suffered the trauma of a monster's
hypnotism has revived his memory. This, of
course, is the subtext I read into Vash Level
2.Whatelse could it be?

Charttopadhyay is the author of The Day

| Became a Runner: A Women's History of
India Through the Lens of Sport. She wnrks
at Cept University, d

mvlnh;:l China’s parallel
vernance

Still, all members are at the table witha

common cause — an anti-tariff stance.

New Delhiis buying time, mindful of its

recent lesson from the US, and is adher-

ing to a policy of multilateralism by re-

sources, tothe people as soonas possible.
Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

BELATED VISIT

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Modi plans
Manipur visit, warring groups say expect
mbeheard (IESeptemberS)Thevmtm
th the firsttime since
ethmc violence erupted in May 2023
might be “toolittle, too late”. There is no
denying that the “double-engine sarkar™
inManipur completely collapsed under
its own failures despite a strong man-
date. The neglect of Manipur has deep-
ened the pain, distress, and agony of all
thec inthe state.

suming a working ip with
China. Washington needs to understand

SSPaul, Nadia

epapenindianexpres‘umm.. .
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Delhi riots: Why UAPA accused jailed for 5 yrs were denied bail

VINEET BHALLA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3

DELHI HIGH Court on Tuesday declined to
grant bail to Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Gulfisha Fatima, and seven others charged
as key conspirators of the February 2020
Delhi riots, saying the riots were a “premed-
itated, well-orchestrated conspiracy”.

The accused have been charged under
various provisions of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA), including
Section 16, which prescribes the death
penalty for committing a “terrorist act”.

They have spent more than five years in
jail, and the trial is yet to begin.

The prosecution’s case

The prosecution has argued that the ri-
ots were a result of a "deep-rooted" and
“well-orchestrated” criminal conspiracy
hatched by the accused. Fifty four people, in-
cluding a senior police officer and an
Intelligence Bureau official, were killed, and

more than 1,500 properties were damaged.

Section 15 of UAPA criminalises any act
“withintent to threaten or likely to threaten
the unity, integrity, security, economic secu-
rity, or sovereignty of India or with intent to
strike terror or likely to strike terror in the
people or any section of the people in India”,

Striking terror could be by use of “bombs,
dynamite or other explosive substances or
inflammable substances or firearms. ..orany
other means”.

The prosecution’s case is that a “chakka
Jjam" that the accused allegedly conspired to
organise over WhatsApp messages and in
“secret meetings” would fall under the defi-
nition of “any other means".

Evidence with the police
Court records show that the evidence is

records show that witnesses identified as
‘Radium’ and ‘Sodium’ stated that in “secret
meetings”, there were “opendiscussions re-
garding escalation of violence and setting
parts of Delhi on fire”.

Allaccused argued that the statements of
protected witnesses were unreliable, lacked
specificdetails,and had been obtained belat-
edly after the accused were arrested.

Reasons to deny bail

The definition of ‘terror’ will be tested
only during the trial. Grant of bail in UAPA
cases is restricted by law and court rulings.

The state has to pass a very low thresh-
old for a court to deny bail — if there are
grounds to believe that the accusation is
prima facie true, bail can be denied. The High
Courtdenied bail to each of the accused be-

Thecourtdid notrefute these cause it found reasonable
claims, but noted that at the bail groundsto believe the accusa-
stage, the credibility of the evi- tions against them were prima
dence cannot be examined, and LAW facie true.
itmustbe tobe true. “Ac

The specific charge against Gulfisha
Fatimais that she created WhatsApp groups
to organise women at protest sites. A pro-
tected witness has testified that Sharjeel
Imam allegedly told a crowd that the gov-
ernmentisanti-Muslim and the Citizens}

heavily reliantoni from \pp

chat: 1y of “protected
who were present in “secret” meetings.
The identity of the protected witnesses

d Act “targets only Muslims”.
The court had to distinguish whether the
evidence shows pamclpauon ina protest,

isnot revealed, and their -annot
be tested through cross-examination. Court

PLAINED [c]Xe):7.1R

U.S.ICEAGENCY GETSACCESSTO
SPYWARE GRAPHITE": WHATISIT?

THETRUMP administration has unfrozen
astalled Biden-era contract with Paragon
Solutions, a spyware company founded
in Israel, whose products have been al-
legedly used to facilitate the surveillance
of activists and journalists in Europe.
The move will give the US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) access to the company's powerful
hacking software — known as Graphite
—which can hack mobile phones and en-
crypted messaging applications.

The spyware
Graphite is designed to gain remote

ICE has been conducting a
crackdown on undocumented
immigrants in the US. Reuters

access toa mobile phone and essentially

takecontrol of it. The userof the spyware  istsand 1 pi (CliViSts.
can notonly access the mobile user’s pho-
tos, read their messages, and track their ~ The stalled contract

whereabouts, but also monitorencrypted
messages sent on platforms such as
WhatsApp and Signal.

The spyware also enables the phone
tobeusedasal manip-

Under the Biden administration, the

US Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), which oversees ICE, entered into
a 52 million contract with Paragon

oneyearin 2024.

ulating its recorder, according to a report
by The Guardian.

The company behind Graphite is
Paragon Solutions, which was co-founded
by former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak.Inlate 2024, AE Industrial Partners,
aFlorida-based investment group, ac-
quired the company for $900 million, ac-
cording to a report by Bloomberg. AE also
owns cyber-intelligence company
REDLattice, which has several former CIA
officials on its management board.

Allegations of hacking
Paragon Solutions claims it sells its
products to only governments and law

However, the contract was put on

hold the next month due to concerns that
it potentially violated the administra-
tion's March 2023 executive order, which
had limited the US procurement of spy-
ware. The pause mandated a robust re-
view of Paragon Solutions and Graphite
to address concerns regarding security
and improper use as well.

The Trump administration has now

done away with this pause, helping ICE
gainaccess to Graphite.

Experts worry that the spying tool

would help ICE expand its crackdownon
undocumented immigrants. The agency
has repeatedly been accused by civiland

enforcement agencies for the purposes
of fighting serious crime. The company
also claims that it has a zero-tolerance
policy for governments that use the tech-
nology to target membersof civil society.

However, Paragon Solutions was
forced to terminate its contract with Italy
this February after Meta Platforms, which
owns WhatsApp, said that the company’s
spyware was used to target 90 people in
two dozen countries, including journal-
ists and activists, in 2024. The individu-
als who were targeted included journal-

humanri
due process rights.

violating people’s

Nadine Farid Johnson, policy director

at the Knight First Amendment Institute
at Columbia University, told The Guardian,
“Spyware like Paragon’s Graphite poses
aprofound threat to free speech and pri-
vacy... The quiet lifting of the stop work
order also raises the troubling prospect
that parts of the executive branch are act-
ing without adherence to the govern-
ment’s own vetting requirements.”

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

n
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which is a const protected right,
oralarger conspiracy.

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 3

LINGERING DIFFERENCES of opinion within
the defence services leadership over the
structure of a theatre commands — which
areamong the major reforms that the Indian
Armed Forces intend to implement —were
inevidence at a tri-service seminar at the
Army War College in Dr Ambedkar Nagar
(Mhow), Madhya Pradesh, last week.

Air Chief Marshal A P Singh cautioned
against rushing the theaterisation plan, and
stressed instead on creating a joint planning.
and coordination centre in Delhi under the
Chiefs of Staff Committee to bolster ‘joint-
ness’ among the three services.

The next day, August 27, Admiral Dinesh
Kumar Tripathi said the Indian Navy is com-
mitted to integrating its command and con-
trol, communications, and combat capabili-
ties with the Army and Air Force to align with
the theaterisation goal.

Chiefof Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil
Chauhan who is spearheading the theater-

nationofevidenceat this stage mayadversely

Igbal Tanha, whose bail by the HC in 2021
‘was upheld by the Supreme Court.

However, the court said that the SC had
directed that the HC's bail to Kalita, Narwal,
and Tanha “shall not be treated as a prece-
dent and may not be relied upon by any of
the parties inany of the proceedings”.

Theaccused also argued that their actions
atworst fell under Section 13 of UAPA, which
deals with “unlawful activities”, which isa
lesser offence to which the bar of Section
43D(5) — under which bail can’t be granted
without hearing the public prosecutor —
does not apply.

To this, the court said that exercising its

Jjurisdiction in bail proceedings

does not empower it to conduct a “detailed

affect the trial Th advanced by

the... tof

mentsof the protected st be con-

sidered inisolation,..especially incz

mg consplracy A mini tnal at the stage of
of bail is i ible," the

counsald.

The accused argued that they deserved
bail on grounds of parity with co-accused
Devangana Kalita, Natasha Narwal, and Asif

e for the
validity of the accusations”.

Delay in the trial

The Supreme Court in its 2021 decision
in Union of India v KA. Najeeb granted bail in
aUAPA case where the accused had been in
jail for more than five years, and 276 wit-

Plan for theatre commands

Theaterisation seeks to integrate resources of Army, Navy, Air Force into specific ‘theatre’ commands for
operational deployment under a single, unified command structure in a specific geographical region

JOINT OR THEATRE COMMANDS AROUND THE WORLD

CHINA, US, Russia, UK,
France areamong the
militaries that operate
with the theatre com-
mand concept.

CENTCOM of US operated
inthe two Iraq wars,
among other operations.

AtRan Samwad 2025 last week, (from left) Air Chief Marshal A P Singh, CDS
Gen Anil Chauhan, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Navy Chief Admiral D K
Tripathi,and Army Vice Chief Lt Gen Pushpendra Singh. X/ @HQ_IDS_India

changing nature of modern warfare.
Taking a cue from o[her advanced mili-
taries, the defence

rank of a four-star general. Ina statement, the
government said the CDS would head the

theatre commands will ensure integration
among the three services, paving the way for
rhem to ﬁght future wars jointly, mstmd ofin-

o
without

lans, pledged to add “disso-
nance" within the services on the creation of
theatre commands.

‘The seminar, Ran Samwad 2025, has re-
vived discussion on the biggest reforminop-
erations and administrationin the history of
the Indian Armed Forces. The final structure
of the proposed theatre commands is yet to

Modern wars, wlnch are expected to be-
come increasingly multi-domain in nature,
call for better coordinationamong land, sea,
and air assets, as well as newer platforms
such as UAVs and high-precision strike
weapons, and domains like cyberand space.

Inthe eventof a future conflict involving

of Military Affairs (DMA) — to
be created under the Defence Ministry —as
its secretary. The DMA was mandated to:

B Promote jointness in procurement,
training, and staffing for the services
through joint planning and integration of
their requirements;

i Facilitate the restructuring of military
commands for optimal utilisation of re-
sources by bringingabout jointness inoper-

nesses were still to be examined.

Referring to the restrictive bail conditions
inSection43D(5)of the UAPA, the court held
that“the rigours of such provisions will melt
downwhere there s nolikelihood of trial be-
ing completed withinareasonable time and
the period of incarceration already under-
gone has exceeded a substantial part of the
prescribed sentence”.

The trial court in Delhi is currently hear-
ing arguments on the preliminary question
of whether these charges can even be framed
against the accused. However, the question of
bail is important because prolonged incar-
ceration, even before charges are framed, is
aviolation of liberty.

The HCdismissed concerns about the de-
layin trial and said that “a hurried trial would
also be detrimental to the rights of both the
Appellantsand the State”. The bail pleas were
filed in 2022, and were passed on to three
different Benches. Twice, they had to be
heard afresh since judges who reserved the
verdict did not pronounce the order and
were subsequently transferred.

Pakistan, and a third maritime command to
tackle threats in the maritime domain.
inthe earlier: dlscusslons the roles of rais-
ing, training and ed to
the service chiefs, while operations would be
entrusted to the theatre commanders, Later,
the possibility of service Chiefs retaining
some operational roles was also discussed.
Since then, mulriple deliberations, studies
and tabletop exercises have been carried out
by the servi of
theatres in various operational scenarios,
Plans have been drawn up on the struc-
ture of the theatre commands, their opera-
tional areas, the location of their headquar-
ters, thelead service underwhicheach theatre
reporting struc-
tureof the theatre commanders,and whether
the Andaman and Nicobar Command and SFC

‘What are the challenges to creating
theatre commands?

The creation of theatre commands en-
tails dismantling existing structures of the
service-specificcommands under the three
services, which have been functioning for
more than seven decades.

The IAF has expressed reservations, pri-
marily on the ground thatitwould furtherdi-
vide the scarce combat assets of the Air Force
—evenasit has rnamtamed that it suppons

ations, including through the
of joint/ theatre commands; and

jointness an

Former IAF Cl-uel‘ALr Chief Marshal RKS
retd icted the late Gen

be greenlighted by the government. drone and high-precision missile attacks H Promote the use of i quip:
combined with cyberattacks and land wars,  ment by the services.

What is theaterisation,and hnw will it the semces wnuld beneft by coordinating

change the current it their irassetsun-  Whatdisc

structure of the services? derasingle command and control structure.  took place in ﬂleyeals that followed?

The theaterisation planseeks tointegrate
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and their resouirces
into specific ‘theatre' commands, for deploy-
mentunderasingle, unified -

However, there are differing views on
whether creating theatre commands is the
only way to integrate the three services and
create jointn them.

ture. Each command will be assigned a spe-
cific geographical region, combining the
resources of the three services for opera-
tional roles.

The Army and IAF currently have seven
commands each, and the Navy has three. In
addition, there are two tri-service com-
mands — the Andaman and Nicobar
Command and the Strategic Forces
Command (SFC), which manages India’s nu-
cleararsenal. There is also the Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff(HQIDS), which was
created after the Kargil conflict to fulfil the
need for an institutional framework for
higher management of defence.

Whyis India attempting such an exercise?
The exerciseis being attempted as part of
higher defence reforms in line with the

The Army, Navy and Air Force have been
taking other steps to promote jointness, in-
cluding cross-postings among themselves,
creation of joint logistics nodes, and ensuring.
jointness in procurement, training, and
staffing through joint planning and integra-
tion of their requirements.

When and how did the idea of
theaterisation come about?
In his Independence Day speech in 2019,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the
new post of Chief of Defence Staff, saying the
country's entire military must work together,
withouta ﬁ:\gmemanon of its prowess. This
paved the way fordisc

Since 2020, when Gen Bipin Rawat took
charge as India’s first CDS, the prop

Rawat, saying that the IAFis not justasupport
arm, and that air power hasa huge role.

“We are totally committed to the theatre
command, butwe mustgetitright. And thatis
me focusarea withwhich we aredoingall our

ind th arebe-

structure of theatre commands has under-
gone multiple iterations, and new models
have been discussed.

The initial plan was to create four Lheatre
commands — an air defence ¢

inglooked at. There are deliberations between
the three services with the CDS," he had said.
ACM Bhadauria's successor, Air Chief
Marshal V R Chaudhary (m(d) said the IAF is
essifthe

maritime theatre command, and two land»
based theatre commands, one each for the
western and eastern sectors.

GenRawat was killed ina helicopter crash
in December 2021.1n view of the IAF's objec-
tions to the initial plan, Gen Rawat's succes-
sor, Gen Anil Chauhan, asked the services to
look afresh at the proposed reform.

The new plan proposed adversary-based
Jjoint theatre commands instead of four de-
fined theatre commands. This would involve
carvingoutfrom the 17 service- specific mil-

mandsand their possible structure.
That December, the Union Cabinet ap-
proved the creation of the post of CDS in the

lmry under the three
services, |ntegra(ed theatre commands for
the northernand eastern borders with China,
another for the western borders with

doctrinal aspects of the force is not compro-
mised. Theatre commands should be future-
ready todeal with emerging forms of warfare
in the space and cyber domains; they should
notincreasedecision-making chains from the
existing levels, ACM Chaudhary had said.
And last week, ACM Singh reiterated the
IAF's long-standing view in favour of bolster-
ing jointness without dismantling existing
structures. He cautioned against blindly fol-
lowing the example of militaries like that of
the US in rolling out theatre commands.
“Everybody has theirown requirements.
‘We need to think about what we need there,
and then only we should go about it.
Otherwise, we will go wrong,” he said.

What UGC draft curriculums say, why some states have objected to them

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3

STATES RULED by the Opposition have ob-
Jjected to the draft curriculums for under-
graduate courses that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) published last month.
The UGC has invited comments on the
drafts, and Karnataka and Kerala have set

up panels to examine the curriculums.

Proposed curriculum

Draft curriculums for nine subjects —
anthropology, chemistry, commerce, eco-
home science, mathe-

nomics,

skills that students are expected to acquire
ineach course.

The National Education Policy 2020
(NEP) envisions 4-year programs of “multi-
disciplinary” undergraduate education
with the option of exiting the course atvar-
ious levels. The draft curriculum frame-
works specify the credits for each paper.

The NEP calls for incorporating “Indian
Knowledge Systems" in the school and
highereducation curriculums. The draft cur-
riculum for mathematics, suggests an elec-
tive course called ‘Kala Ganana’ (timekeep-
ing, as it was understood in ancient lndlan

finds

alendar),
mdudmg determining “auspicious and in-
auspicious muhurtas”.

In another suggested elective course at
the same level called “Philosophy of Indian
Mathematics”, students will “briefly study
the Vedas, Vedangas, Puranas and Darshanas
asabranch ofknowledge and learning”,

The ‘Bharatiya’ curriculum

‘The draft LOCF for chem-
istry says “a key aspect that
distinguishes this LOCF
from previous initiatives is
th

orBAand BSc

matics, physical education, and political sci-

ence — have been published so far.

These are “learning outcomes-based
curriculum frameworks" (LOCFs), which
means that they specify the concepts and

as amajor or Minor.

The course objectives include exploring
“the astronomical basis for Indian time
measurement and calendar systems”, the
development of lunar, solar, and lunisolar
calendars in India, and analysing the com-

hincorporation of
the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into
the curriculum”.

Thus, in a course on “food chemistry”,
the new curriculum recommendsa uniton
“traditional Indian dietary practices as de-
scribed inayurveda”, and prescribes a book

EXPLAINED
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called Ayurvedic Cooking for Self-Healing.
The old LOCF for chemistry has a similar
course, but it does not include ayurveda in

the chemistry of food.
‘The draft commerce curriculum recom-
mendsa first-yearc frame learni

Disc the LOCF! i roll-

outofthe NEP prompted a fresh curriculum
framework, the official said.

According to the NEP, a Higher
Education Commission of India (HECT) will
-omes for highereduca-

ment principles and practices, with “Indian
(Bhartiya) Scriptures and Management —
Bhagavad Gita and Management, Lessons
from Ramayana on Management, Vedantic
and modern perspectives on
Management, Contributionof
Bhartiya Scriptures tothe evo-
lution of Management con-
cepts” — as a unit. The old
LOCFdid not have this.

An official said UGC has previously re-
leased subject-specific curriculum frame-
works for 38 subjects, which were aligned
with the choice-based credit system, and
were developed from 2019-20 onward.

epaper.indianexpressicom .. -

tion programmes, and specify a curriculum
framework within which higher education
institutions may prepare their own curric-
ula. However, this higher education regu-
lator is yet to be constituted.

Opposition to curriculum
Kerala's Higher Education Minister R
Bindu has said the draft curriculum contains
unscientific ideas, and ideas steeped in
“Hindutva ideology”. She has pointed to the
mentionof"Ram Rajya” — the curriculum for

uitable governance) can be explored in the
context of corporate social responsibility.

Also, the rec reading for the
first-year “Freedom Movement in India”
course in the draft curriculum for political
science includes Hindutva icon V D
Savarkar's The Indian War of Independence
(1909). The draft curriculum also hasa sep-
arate elective course on Savarkar.

Karnataka Higher Education Minister M C
Sudhakar has alleged that the curriculum
framework is an attempt by the Centre “to
seed theirideologies among students”.

The UGC official quoted above said that
universities retain autonomy to adapt or re-
design modules in line with institutional
priorities and regional contexts.

When the earlier LOCFs were devel-
oped, UGCwrote to vice chancellors of uni-
versities asking them to revise their curricu-
lums — and universities, including
University of Kerala, had updated their cur-
riculums to align with the LOCF.
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Rain and repeat
Excess rain is no excuse for damage
caused by neglect of sluices

he heavy rains and flooding across And-

hra Pradesh and Telangana this season

underline how extreme weather interacts
with governance. In 2024, Andhra Pradesh re-
corded 27% of its annual rainfall in two days; this
August, Vizianagaram logged a 46% excess, with
some parts reporting up to 90%. Consecutive
years of extreme precipitation signal a shift in the
monsoon’s behaviour. Reservoir and barrage sys-
tems in river basins are designed to manage sea-
sonal inflows but the timing and intensity of re-
cent rain events matter. At one point this year,
Srisailam was 94% full and Nagarjuna Sagar 96%,
leaving little room for additional inflow. The cri-
sis is really excess rainfall plus its concentration
into short bursts when reservoirs are already
nearly full. Last year, Budameru, a rivulet with a
capacity of 7,000 cusecs, received 35,000 cusecs
and flooded Vijayawada. The recurrence points
to how minor tributaries and drainage channels,
which are often neglected in policy, become de-
bilitating choke points. While sheer volume ex-
plains part of the flooding, infrastructural weak-
nesses magnify the damage. At the Prakasam
Barrage, one gate damaged last year remained
unrepaired well into this season, hampering
smooth water release. Along the Godavari, flood-
banks near Bhadrachalam sank or collapsed in
places, raising anxiety among residents on both
sides of the border. In urban areas, partly desilt-
ed drains, encroached stormwater channels, and
concretised surfaces have restricted water ab-
sorption. Overall, infrastructure exists but is not
maintained or upgraded with urgency.

The disaster management apparatus in both
States is mature and saved many lives. Yet, insti-
tutions remain less agile at reducing risk. Year af-
ter year, large sums are sanctioned for immediate
relief (Telangana recently released 21 crore per
district at short notice) but strengthening flood-
banks and completing diversion channels remain
unfinished. In 2024 and 2025, extreme rainfall ar-
rived late in August and early September. Both
times, the Krishna and Godavari systems were se-
verely strained and Vijayawada was inundated.
Both times, protests followed, highlighting in-
complete Budameru works and opaque relief
fund uptake. Extreme rainfall cannot be prevent-
ed but its consequences can be moderated by an-
ticipating it. Reservoir management, for exam-
ple, needs to incorporate real-time hydrological
modelling so that water levels are drawn down
before a deluge, creating flood cushions. Urban
planning must prioritise drainage networks and
reserve permeable land for water absorption,
moving beyond cosmetic desilting drives. Flood
banks and sluices require continuous, not epi-
sodic, maintenance, and their upkeep should be
insulated from political cycles. Neither State is
wrong to argue that extraordinary rains can over-
whelm even robust systems, but both risk fatal-
ism if they use this as an excuse to avoid reform.

Family politics
Kavitha is jostling for power within
the BRS, not waging an ideological fight
T he decision by the Congress-led Telanga-

na government to seek a Central Bureau

of Investigation (CBI) inquiry into alleged
irregularities related to the Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Project has triggered a feud in the family of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) patriarch K. Chan-
drashekar Rao. Mr. Rao, the first Chief Minister of
Telangana, who served two terms, is facing an
uphill struggle for political survival after losing
power to a resurgent Congress in 2023. K. Ka-
vitha, his daughter, has publicly blamed her cou-
sins — senior leader T. Harish Rao and former
Member of Parliament J. Santosh Kumar — for her
father’s plight. The two leaders have been known
to be close to the patriarch as well as his son and
anointed successor K.T. Rama Rao. Mr. Rao is not
a novice and he knows better than to be misled
by anyone else. Ms. Kavitha’s accusations are,
hence, more about a tug of war within the family
for inheritance and the spoils of power. Despite
losing the Assembly election, she was given a par-

Concealing a judge’s dissent, eroding judiciary’s authority

onstitutional democracies are sustained

not only by written laws but also by

what the South African professor of law,

Etienne Mureinik, first described as a
“culture of justification”. That is, the idea that
every exercise of public power must be explained
and defended. As Mureinik put it, “The
leadership given by government rests on the
cogency of the case offered in defence of its
decisions, not the fear inspired by the force at its
command.”

Judges in India have routinely invoked this
principle to demand accountability from the
state. But with reports surfacing in the media of
the dissent by Justice B.V. Nagarathna of the
Supreme Court of India, on the Collegium’s
recommendation to elevate Justice Vipul M.
Pancholi to the Court, it appears that this culture
of justification ends at the Collegium’s door.
‘When it comes to the Court selecting its own
members, the public seemingly have no right to
know.

An indictment of the system

A dissent of this kind ordinarily would represent
a moment of reckoning. But the Collegium and its
almost total opacity has meant that the
opposition has proven not so much a failure as a
futile exercise. The resolution uploaded on the
Court’s website, displaying the recommendation,
suggests unanimity. It makes no mention of
dissent. We only learnt of justice Nagarathna’s
objection through reports in the media. The note
that she wrote remains hidden, but we are told
that her reservations were “grave.” It is unclear
whether the dissent was even shared with the
Union government, which, within 48 hours of the
recommendation, went ahead and notified the
appointment.

This gulf, between what we know happened
and what we are permitted to know, epitomises
the flaws inherent in the system governing how
we appoint members to our courts. One of India’s
senior-most judges may have believed there were
compelling reasons why the candidate’s elevation
should not have gone through, yet both her
reasoning and the majority’s response remain
unknown. No doubt the dissent might only
concern a single appointment. It is possible that
the other members in the Collegium had
overwhelming reasons to support the proposal.
But the fact that the public is told nothing at all is
itself an indictment of the system — its lack of
transparency, its democratic deficit, and its
refusal to explain itself to the people in whose
name it acts.

The Collegium has been resistant to
transparency from its inception. It is a product of
judge-made law. Created in the “Second Judges
Case” (1993) and entrenched in the “Third Judges
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A judiciary that
subjects itself to
the same
standards of
openness it
demands of
others will only
gain greater
trust and
confidence of
the people

Case” (1998), the system vests primacy in the five
senior-most judges of the Supreme Court to
appoint members of the higher judiciary. They
deliberate in private, record decisions with
minimal disclosure, and rarely explain their
reasoning.

Beginning in 2017, the Collegium began
publishing its resolutions. But these were skeletal
at best and amounted to little more than formal
announcements. For a short period in 2018, the
Court uploaded fuller reasons for the Collegium’s
choices and rejections. However, the experiment
was short lived, with the explanation that
disclosure might damage reputations.

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent reveals the cost of
this retreat to secrecy. If even an objection from a
serving Supreme Court judge is deemed too
sensitive for the public, then we must ask
whether the Collegium has not simply embraced
opacity but crossed into outright rejection of
accountability.

The weak defence

The defence of keeping its reasons confidential
has always rested on two claims: that openness
can harm the reputation of candidates who are
not selected, and that it would expose the system
to political pressures. On reasonable scrutiny,
both claims collapse.

No doubt, marrying transparency with
reputational fairness requires careful handling.
But other constitutional democracies seem to
manage it better than India does. Britain’s Judicial
Appointments Commission, for instance, sets out
its criteria openly and issues reports explaining
how candidates were assessed. In South Africa,
candidates for higher judicial office are
interviewed by the Judicial Service Commission,
and their suitability debated in public. Neither
system is flawless, but both proceed from the
recognition that legitimacy flows from openness.
India, by contrast, persists in treating the
Collegium as a private conclave. Even the
existence of dissent reaches us only through
leaks. If reputational harm is a genuine concern,
the answer must lie in carefully structuring
disclosure to mitigate it. Denying justification
altogether cannot be the solution. And if political
pressure is feared, then secrecy has hardly
prevented it. The execuuve, after all contmues to
delay and vall inc
recommendations. It can return a name for
reconsideration or, on re-recommendation,
simply keep the file pending, stopping short of
issuing the presidential warrant of appointment.

The stakes here go to the heart of India’s
democracy. Judges chosen today will shape the
outcomes of India’s most urgent constitutional
questions that range from issues concerning civil
liberties to the limits of executive power and the

division of authority between the Union and the
States. When citizens are informed only that a
judge has been elevated, without reasons, or
when a dissent by a sitting Supreme Court judge
is shrouded in secrecy, institutional legitimacy
withers. We quite rightly expect our courts to
insist on accountability from other branches of
the state. But in doing so, can they claim
immunity for themselves?

Justice Nagarathna’s dissent has not halted
Justice Pancholi’s elevation. Indeed, it is possible
that the other members of the Collegium had
good reasons to support his appointment. What
they were, we will never know. But the larger
issue here extends beyond a single name. It
concerns whether the Court is prepared to live by
the very principle it seeks to impose on every
other organ of the state: that every exercise of
public power must be justified.

In many democracies, anxieties about
unelected judges striking down laws are framed
as a counter-majoritarian difficulty. How cana
system be democratic if those not chosen by the
people wield such authority? At first blush, the
concern seems real. But it misstates what
democracy truly is. Democracy is not simply
majoritarian rule by numbers. Properly
understood, it is something more: a partnership
between citizens that secures rights and ensures
that liberty and equality structure public life.
Unelected judges play an essential role here, by
interpreting the law and by protecting rights
against majoritarian excesses.

Itis for this reason that the Constitution vests
extraordinary prerogative power in an unelected
judiciary. Judges are meant to act as independent
arbiters, to check and balance government, to
protect fundamental liberties. In doing so, they
do not undermine democracy but only fulfil its
highest aspirations.

The Collegium must accept reform
However, for the judiciary to retain its standing,
the process by which judges are appointed must
itself meet the strictest standards of
accountability. The Collegium has too often
withdrawn into a culture of concealment over
justification. Unless it embraces reform, it risks
diminishing the very legitimacy on which its
authority rests. Too many opportunities for
change have been spurned in the past; every step
forward has been followed by two steps back,
with each retreat eroding the values of
transparency and integrity on which democracy
depends.

A judiciary that subjects itself to the same
standards of openness it demands of others will
not weaken its autonomy. On the contrary, it will
anchor its independence more securely in the
trust and the confidence of the people.

India’s recent maritime reforms need course correction

the Rajya Sabha, on August 18, marks a

pivotal moment in India’s maritime
legislative history. Intended to repeal and replace
the Act of 1908, it comes alongside the newly
enacted Coastal Shipping Act, 2025, the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025, and the Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025, a legislative package that the
government hails as critical to streamlining
maritime governance and bringing India’s
shipping regulation in line with global practices.

T he passage of the Indian Ports Bill, 2025 in

Progress but with pitfalls

At first glance, these new laws represent a
comprehensive attempt to modernise India’s
maritime governance. India’s maritime regulation
is fragmented and outdated, with modern
shipping finance, offshore operations and
international conventions long having outpaced
the legal and operational frameworks in place.
For India to expand its trade, attract foreign
investment and enhance its maritime standing,
aligning with global best practices is indeed
necessary. In particular, the Indian Ports Act has
been hailed as a facilitative law — one that enables
ease of business, promotes sustainable port
development, and brings coherence to India’s
otherwise disjointed regulatory environment.
Even so, the Bill’s passage without a serious

ty nomination as a Member of the L¢
Council (MLC), but she evidently thinks she de-
served better, With her father, brother and cou-
sins not willing to oblige her, Ms. Kavitha went
public with the charges, and the party suspended
her. Ms. Kavitha has resigned from the party and
her position as an MLC.

Ms. Kavitha's outburst against her father’s con-
fidants may turn out to be politically suicidal for
her. In fact, unrealistic political calculations run
in the family, it appears, going by the senior Mr.
Rao’s missteps ahead of the 2023 election. Claim-
ing a national role for himself, he had changed
the party’s name to the BRS — paradoxical for a
leader and a party that had little more than re-
gionalism as its key source of legitimacy. Far from
realising any national role in the 2024 general
election, Mr. Rao found the ground falling out
from under his feet and corruption charges swir-
ling around him. In May 2025, Ms. Kavitha had re-
portedly questioned her father’s muted position
with regard to the Bharatiya Janata Party. Her ex-
it from the BRS marks a sign of crisis for a region-
al outfit that frittered its promise too soon. With a
resourceful and dynamic State under its rule, the
BRS and the Rao family could have left behind a

parli y debate or referral to a standing
committee raises questions, underlining the
absence of political consensus and public
scrutiny.

Notably, the Ports Act, 2025, has been
criticised for centralising power at the expense of
the States, diluting safeguards meant to protect
Indian sovereignty. Critics point to its main
feature, the Maritime State Development Council
(chaired by the Union Minister of Ports) as a
centralised policy-making authority with the
power to direct States to follow central
guidelines. Far from an illustration of cooperative
federalism, they contend, the new Ports Act is an
example of federal subordination, designed to
ensure that States align their port development
with central plans, such as Sagarmala and PM
Gati Shakti regardless of their own priorities.
Critics point to the Maritime State Development
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India should
modernise its
maritime
legislation, but
reform should
not be at the
expense of
federal balance
and fair
competition

Council’s structure and intent, where State
maritime boards cannot adjust their own
frameworks without central approval, as
stripping coastal States of fiscal autonomy and
flexibility, even while burdened with tight port
management responsibilities.

The criticism is not confined to federal
concerns. Experts warn that the new law
introduces vague, discretionary regulatory
powers that could saddle smaller operators with
unmanageable compliance burdens. Equally
troubling is the approach to dispute resolution:
Clause 17 of the Bill bars civil courts from hearing
port-related disputes, forcing parties into internal
dispute resolution committees created by the
very authorities they are contesting. Analysts
caution that the absence of impartial,
independent judicial review could deter private
investment and erode trust in the regulatory
system.

The issue about ownership

The Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, is not free from
flaws either. It seeks to modermse reg]strauon'
ownership rules, safety env

mandates registration of all vessels, regardless of
size or propulsion, without regard to the
bureaucratic burdens that this places on small
operators. What is most troubling is that it hands
the executlve a blank cheque to dﬂu(e ownersl'up
raising the
nsl\ of India sliding into a ﬂag -of-convenience
jurisdiction where foreign owners control ships
flying the Indian flag.

Endangering smaller players
The final component of India’s maritime reform
p:.\ckage, the Coastal Shipping Act, ostensibly
aims to clarify and strengthen cabotage rules,
ensuring that only Indian-flagged vessels engage
in domestic coastal trade. Though
well-intentioned, it gives the Director General of
Shipping sweeping discretion to licence foreign
vessels on vague grounds such as “national
security” or “alignment with strategic plans” —
open-ended clauses that invite arbitrary or
selective application. The real burdens are likely
to fall on small operators, particularly in the
fishing industry, who will struggle to comply with
datory voyage and cargo reporting

obligations, and liability frameworks, with some
admittedly notable pluses: expanding vessel
definitions to cover offshore drilling units and
non-displacement crafts; tightening oversight of
maritime training institutes; and aligning India’s
liability and insurance rules with international
conventions. Yet tucked into the fine print is a
loophole in ownership safeguards. Under the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, Indian-flagged
vessels had to be fully Indian-owned. The new
Act permits “partly” Indian ownership including
by Overseas Citizens of India and foreign entities
while leaving the actual thresholds to be decided
later by government notification.

The law also formally recognises Bareboat
Charter-Cum-Demise (BBCD) registration,
intended to let Indian operators lease foreign
vessels with a view to eventual ownership. While
legitimate as a global financing tool, the BBCD
could test India’s regulatory capacity to ensure
that transfers actually occur. Without clear,
enforceable rules, foreign lessors may retain
effective control indefinitely. Further, the Act

requirements in the absence of clear guidance on
how such data will be used or protected.
Members of Parliament from the Opposition have
warned that the Act hands too much control to
the Centre, potentially undermining local
autonomy — a concern that applies equally to the
centrally mandated National Coastal and Inland
Shipping Strategic Plan.

None of this is to deny the need for an updated
legal framework. India certainly must modernise
its maritime legislation. But reform should not
come at the expense of federal balance and fair
competition. Ownership thresholds and licensing
rules ought to be clearly specified in law, not left
to executive discretion. As it stands, too many of
the provisions are arbitrary — from dispute
resolution that lacks judicial independence to
excluding States from any meaningful role in
planning. These measures may be a beginning,
but without significant amendments, they risk
delivering ease of doing business for the few
while eroding the federal compact and
weakening India’s long-term maritime security.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Emotions’ and politics
Itis time that politicians

stop playing with the corruption. Raising

stellar legacy in governance and
By reducing electoral and organisational politics
to crass power bargains and transactions, the
BRS did itself and the new State considerable
damage. In politics, a second chance is always
possible for leaders and parties. But, as of now,
the BRS stands diminished.
cM™
K

of people for their
own gains. The “emotion
card” is now being used as
a “masterstroke” to divert
attention from the real
issues facing the common
man, which include poverty,

unemployment, inflation,
income inequality and

irrelevant issues before an
election to sway public
opinion is nothing buta
political gimmick. To quote
Abraham Lincoln, “You can
fool some of the people all
of the time, and all of the

people some of the time,
but you cannot fool all of
the people all of the time”
Let wisdom guide the
electorate on such issues.
Dr. Biju C. Mathew,
Thiruvananthapuram

Rail passengers face danger
Hundreds of travellers at

Ankola railway station in
Uttara Kannada district,
Karnataka are forced to risk
their lives by climbing down
from platform 1 and
crossing multiple tracks to
board their trains. What is
alarming is the railway
authorities’ apparent
acceptance of this

dangerous practice. Some
even say that political
intervention might be
required to have an
additional platform built.
On August 30, passengers,
including elderly and
disabled individuals, were
directed to use a temporary
ladder to descend from

platform 1 and cross live
tracks to reach their train,
diverted to a non-existent
“platform 2.

Gurudatt Badageri,

Ankola, Karnataka

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address
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Reviving MGNREGA in West Bengal

n June 18, the Calcutta

High Court ordered the

resumption of the

Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in West
Bengal from August 1, in a case
filed by Paschim Banga Khet
Majoor Samity (PBKMS). The order
offered hope. However, according
to reports in regional media, the
Union government has since
appealed to the Supreme Court,
where the matter is yet to be listed.
Reporting on the High Court’s
order, The Hindu noted that the
court observed the scheme
“cannot be kept in cold storage for
eternity” and directed the Centre
to resume implementation while
allowing it to impose “special
conditions” in West Bengal. Yet,
after three years of silence, the
resumption risks being a hollow
gesture unless urgent groundwork
is laid to restore the scheme to
function.

Actionable steps to be taken
MGNREGA is predominantly
funded by the Union government.
Enacted in 2005, it guarantees 100
days of paid employment per year
to every rural household that
demands it. For millions —
especially women, Dalits, Adivasis,
and landless workers — it is a vital
buffer during lean agricultural
seasons and economic distress.

When the Centre halted
MGNREGA funds to West Bengal in
March 2022, it cited “widespread
irregularities.” However, an RTI
filed by the author revealed that
this sweeping suspension was
based on findings from just 31
worksites, even though the State
had received over 310,000 crore
under MGNREGA in 2020-21.
Halting a lifeline for millions on
such limited evidence was not only
disproportionate but also
devastating.

The fallout has been immense.
In the first year alone, West
Bengal's rural workforce lost over
¥4,000 to 6,000 crore in potential
wages, according to policy
research group LibTech India.

But the deeper damage is
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institutional. Restarting MGNREGA
requires more than a green signal
— it demands trust-building,
logistical preparation, and
administrative muscle.

A foundational task is the
identification and planning of
work. Each year, State
governments must prepare a shelf
of works at the village level well in
advance. Whenever works are

d, these
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The Centre,
State, and local
bodies must act
now to restore
this lifeline —
ensuring that no
worker is left
behind

preparatory measures will be
essential to ensure that the scheme
is meaningful and not a hollow
gesture. Without identifying
feasible works, no projects can be
undertaken.

This task is further complicated
by national-level changes
introduced during West Bengal’s
exclusion. Over the past three
years, the Centre has implemented
several technology-driven reforms
aimed at transparency and
accountability.

Chief among them is the
Aadhaar-Based Payment System
(ABPS). Under ABPS, workers are
paid only if their Aadhaar is
correctly linked, authenticated,
and mapped through the National
Payments Corporation of India.

As of June 21, 2025, official data
show that over 43 lakh of West
Bengal’s 2.56 crore registered
workers are not ABPS-compliant.
Even among the 18.5 lakh marked
as active — those who worked at
least once in the last three years
before the suspension — over 2.3
lakh remain ineligible. Without a
rapid compliance campaign, lakhs
could be excluded. A practical step
would be for the Centre to
temporarily allow account-based
payments alongside ABPS until full
compliance is achieved.

Worker deletions are another
pressing concern. In 2022-23, over
83 lakh workers were removed
from West Bengal’s rolls — nearly
15% of national deletions.
Identifying and reinstating them is
essential. Yet, with only one login
per block, district, and State,
processing this backlog is
unmanageable. The Centre must
expand login access and
streamline reinstatement.

Meanwhile, the National Mobile
Monitoring System — a mandatory
attendance app requiring
real-time, geo-tagged photos —
remains a bottleneck. In West
Bengal, where frontline officials
have not supervised worksites for
three years, expecting them to
adapt overnight is unrealistic. A
temporary exemption and
paper-based attendance are
necessary until training and
infrastructure catch up.

Equally urgent is the human
resource gap. Field supervisors are
paid like workers but expected to
manage attendance, site
measurements, and daily records.
After years of inactivity, many have
moved on. The State must
re-engage them through financial
incentives, refresher training, and
recognition.

Reviving MGNREGA is about
preventing the same failures from
recurring. Systemic reforms — such
as stronger grievance redressal,
timely payments, open-access
dashboards, and regular social
audits — must be impl 1in

Onam and the true Kerala story

Onam embodies Keralass story of harmony, inclusivity, and resilience

STATE OF PLAY

P. A. Mohamed Riyas

erala indeed has a sto-
K ry to tell —a story that

reflects the character,
camaraderie, and spirit of fel-
lowship that permeates its so-
cial structure from time imme-
morial: the iconic festival of
Onam.

A celebration of the true
Kerala story, Onam is an en-
during tale of togetherness, in-
terwoven with the nostalgia of
asocial order where all people
lived in perfect harmony.

The idea of Onam has,
since ancient times, instilled
in Malayalis’ minds an intense
longing for an egalitarian so-
ciety, free from exploitation,
greed, lies, and deceit. That
was a society united by shared
values and a strong sense of
Falarios

spirit, not just on paper.

This is also an opportunity to
initiate a consultative process
between the administration and
civil society organisations that
have long engaged with
MGNREGA’s implementation and
reform. A revitalised State
Employment Guarantee Council
could act as a platform for
dialogue, accountability, and
course correction in real time,

Legal uncertainty
With the Centre’s appeal now
before the Supreme Court, the
legal uncertainty only reinforces
the central point: whether or not
the High Court’s order ultimately
stands, MGNREGA’s revival in West
Bengal hinges on rebuilding trust,
capacity, and systems rather than
merely ticking bureaucratic boxes.
The Centre, State, and local
bodies must act now to restore this
lifeline — ensuring that no worker
is left behind. Failure would betray
the rural poor once more. They
deserve swift action, not empty
assurances.

This nostalgia has
had a deep impact on Kerala’s
history, culture, and politics.

The symbolism attached to
the festival is both unique and
fervent. The legend has it that
Onam marks the annual visit
to Kerala by King Mahabali,
who reigned over the land of
plenty eons ago — a land in
which everyone was equal
and everything was fair. Along
with the legend of ‘Mavelinad’
(The land of Mahabali), Onam
also resonates with hope, resi-
lience, and inclusivity.

Over time, Onam has
evolved into an occasion for
all to celebrate, transcending
barriers of class, caste, and
creed. This sense of together-
ness has gained further
strength since Kerala started
its transformation into a mod-
ern, progressive, and aspira-
tional society.

What makes the Kerala sto-
ry fascinating and ever rele-
vant is its celebration of social
harmony in a pluralistic
setting.

Since its formation as a
State of the Indian Union, Ker-
ala has emerged as a success-
ful model of social develop-
ment and inclusion. Total
literacy, universal education,
and a strong public healthcare
system are some of the key
features of the famed Kerala
model. What makes it excep-
tional is its inclusivity.

A few days back, Kerala
crossed yet another critical
threshold in socio-economic
inclusion by attaining full digi-
tal literacy, the first in India.

This profound transforma-
tion was not a miracle pulled
off by governments alone. The
State has built on the ground
prepared by the social reform
movements led by trailblazers
such as Sree Narayana Guru.
Of course, the State’s left-
oriented politics has also been
akey driver of this transition.

Distorting the true image
Amidst all these irrefutable
facts, it is unfortunate that re-
cently there have been some
malicious attempts to depict
Kerala as a strife-torn society
and a fertile ground for re-
cruiting youngsters for radical
activities.

It is also a matter of con-
cern that these falsified narra-
tives often gain entry into
even prestigious events and
are bestowed with national
honours.

As a society that prides it-
self on its secular ethos, Ma-
layalis have rejected outright
such vicious attempts. Still,

the vested interests out to po-
larise the society on commu-
nal lines need to be called out.
This is essential to remove
whatever little misunder-
standing this ill-motivated
propaganda has left in the
minds of the non-Malayali
communities.

The idea of Onam, the way
it is longed for, greeted, and
celebrated by all sections of
people, is a strong counter to
the evil designs of polarising
forces. This is an occasion for
our writers, filmmakers,
theatre personalities, and ar-
tists of all genres to come out
and celebrate Onam in its true
spirit.

A community festival

Apart from celebrations at
home, Onam has become a
community festival. Many of
its cultural expressions asso-
ciated with Onam have moved
to community spaces. This en-
ables all sections to be part of
the festival and to cement the
social solidarity.

The week-long Onam cele-
brations organised by the
State government have been
an annual feature. Helmed by
the Tourism department, the
festival showcases the best of
Kerala’s classical, folk, and
ethnic art traditions in the
state capital and scores of ve-
nues. The festival has become
a major tourist attraction dur-
ing the season, besides draw-
ing local crowds to enjoy
dance, songs, and dramas for
an entire week.

Onam has sustained Kera-
la’s traditional art, craft, and
rural sports. The season
marks the commencement of
Kerala’s snake-boat races.

It all sums up the central
message of Onam — social har-
mony and inclusivity, cele-
brated gracefully.

P A Mohamed Rivas is Minister for
Tourism and Public Works, Kerala
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Less than 40% of disabled persons have ID needed for benefits

Delay in processing UDID applications is one of the reasons for low coverage

| DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
ess than 40% of India’s pro-
I jected population of Per-
sons with  Disabilities

(PwDs) have been issued a Unique
Disability ID (UDID) Card, which
enables access to government be-
nefits, data show. Over 11 lakh ap-
plications for UDID cards are still
pending, with more than 60%
pending for over six months.

The UDID sub-scheme, under
the Union government’s Depart-
ment of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD), is im-
plemented for creating a national
database for PwDs. These cards al-
low persons with disabilities to ac-
cess key benefits from schemes.
One such scheme is the Assistance
to Persons with Disabilities (ADIP),
which helps them procure wheel-
chairs, crutches, prostheses, hear-
ing aids, Braille slates, and more. It
also allows them to opt for scholar-
ships in educational institutions
and for reservations in govern-
ment jobs.

Less than half of PwDs in 23
States have received the card, with
the share crossing the 50% mark
only in Tamil Nadu, Meghalaya,
Odisha, and Karnataka (Map 1).
West Bengal stands out, with only
about 6%. Relevant data for And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana were
not available separately.

The figures used by the DEPwD
to calculate the UDID card cover-
age are based on PwD population
projected using the 2011 Census
and NSSO 76th round’s numbers,
according to Shashank Pandey, la-
wyer and founder of Politics and
Disability Forum, who works on
political representation of PwDs.

The implementation of the
UDID sub-scheme was staggered,
according to Mr. Pandey. Prior to
the introduction of this scheme,
only State-specific disability certifi-
cates were issued at the district or
taluka level. Mr. Pandey says that
‘when the UDID system was rolled

out, the shift to this new form of
identification was not effectively
communicated at the ground level.

The delay in processing UDID
applications, as noted earlier, is al-
so one of the many reasons why
the coverage numbers are low. Of
the 34 States/UTs for which data
was analysed, over half of the ap-
plications for UDID cards have
been pending for over six months.
As shown in Map 2, over 80% of
applications were pending for over
six months in Himachal Pradesh,
the highest such share among ma-
jor States. The delayed application
crossed the mark in Ladakh (UT)
and Mizoram.

Mr. Pandey explains that, as the
UDID card can only be applied for
through a website, another aspect
hindering the issuance is digital lit-
eracy. “Not everyone is that well-
versed in terms of navigating the
digital interface,” he explains.

The online UDID application ex-
pects the applicant to upload
scanned documents to the portal.
Latest government survey data
show that only 60% of India’s pop-
ulation above the age of 15 dis-
played the ability to use copy and
paste tools to duplicate or move
documents, using mobile or com-
puter-like devices (Chart 3).

The share is much lower if only
women were considered. The cor-
responding figure specific to per-
sons with disabilities was not avail-
able.

Even as overall funds for
schemes for PwDs have increased,
the UDID sub-scheme, crucial for
accessing many of these benefits,
has seen its funding reduced
(Chart 4).

Mr. Pandey explains that the ov-
erall negligence towards persons
with disabilities can be explained
by their strength as a political unit.
“Persons with disabilities form a
very small political constituency,
just about 2.68 crore people as per
the Census, and are not strong
enough as an identity group to
make a difference in votes. Hence,
they are not taken seriously,” he

says.
»

Inaccessible benefits

The data for the charts were sourced from the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, the

Comprehensive Modular Survey: Telecom, and Lok Sabha Questions and Answers
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Chart 3: Population (15+ years) who can use copy and
paste tools to move documents, on mobiles or computers

Chart 4: Funds released under UDID sub-scheme from
2019 to 2023 (in 2 lakh)
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 4, 1975

WMO plans weather
modification programme

New Delhi, September 3: The World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) has taken
up a programme on weather modification.

The programme approved at the recent
session of the quadrennial Congress of WMO in
Geneva aims at enabling “WMO to render sound
technical and scientific advice to
member-countries on weather modification
activities.” The most important part of the
programme will be a Precipitation Enhancement
Project (PEP) consisting of “an internationally
planned, coordinated and scientifically
evaluated field experiment.” The programme
will also give attention to tropical cyclone
modification, hail and lightning suppression and
fog dispersal.

The duration of the project will spread over
several years covering the preparatory phase,
the actual experiment and the evaluation of the
results.

The WMO has emphasised that weather
modification is still largely at the research stage.
Although some cloud seeding experiments have
apparently yielded positive results, “the possible
practical benefits of weather modification can
be realised only through an increased research
effort.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 4, 1925
Leaders tribute

Bombay, September 4: Nearly fifty Associations
have combined together to celebrate fittingly the
birth centenary of Dadabhai Naoroji, the Grand
0ld Man of India. Mahatmaji was invited to
preside over the public meeting and he arrived
yesterday. The “Chronicle” has published a
special Dadabhai Centenary Supplement, giving
messages of prominent people like Gandhiji,
Mrs. Naidu and Lajpat Rai.

Gandhiji in his message says: “Dadabhai
earned the affectionate title of G.0.M. of India.
In discovering the growing poverty of the
masses, Dadabhai put his finger on the root evil
of the present system of Government. In my
opinion, therefore, the best way we can
celebrate the forthcoming centenary is to do
something tangible for dealing with the problem
of poverty. It cannot be dealt with satisfactorily
save through the universal adoption of the
i wheel and Khaddar.”
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Children

21,000::

9 have
been left disabled since the Israel-Hamas
war began in October 2023, as per the UN
Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. Nearly 40,500 children have
suffered war-related injuries. s

Rescue teams have
100 recovered bodies from

under the mud after a
landslide buried the remote village of
Tarasin in Sudan’s Darfur region, according
to the Abdulwahid al-Nur faction of the
Sudan Liberation Movement/Army. The
landslip was triggered by heavy rains. aee

In $ billion. Indonesian
80 President Prabowo Subianto

and China's President Xi
Jinping discussed plans to build a massive
sea wall along the northern coast of Java,
known as the Giant Sea Wall project.
Jakarta estimates the climate project will
take 15 to 20 years to complete. reurers

In X crore. Customs

lz officials in Chennai

® destroyed over 5.5 lakh
sticks of foreign-origin cigarettes, along
with liquor and e-cigarettes worth crores,
which were seized from Tiruvallur district
last month. The contraband lacked
mandatory health warnings. e

In % crore. The excise

l 34 department seized

® Indian Made Foreign
Liquor (IMFL) in Thane, Maharashtra, and
arrested one person for illegal
transportation. Officials recovered 1,400
boxes of liquor manufactured in Goa. #u
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Should reservations exceed the 50% cap?

What do Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution guarantee? How are formal and substantive equality different? Are reservations an exception to the idea of equality of

opportunity or a continuation? Are reservation benefits concentrated within specific sub-castes in OBCs, SCs and STs?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he leader of the opposition in
Bihar, Tejashwi Yadav, has
declared that if voted to power,
their alliance would increase
reservation to 85%. In another
development, the Supreme Court has
issued notice to the Union government on
a petition demanding the introduction of
a ‘system’ similar to the ‘creamy layer’ for
reservations among the Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST)

What are constitutional provisions?
Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all
citizens in any action by the state
(including admissions to educational
institutions) and public employment
respectively. In order to achieve social
justice, these Articles also enable the state
to make special provisions for the
advancement of socially and
educationally backward classes or Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), SCs and STs. A
brief summary of important
developments with respect to
reservations at the central level is
provided in the Table. The reservation in
the Centre at present stands as follows —
OBCs (27%), SCs (15%), STs (7.5%) and for
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS),
10%, resulting in a total reservation of
59.5%. The reservation percentages vary
from State to State according to their
demographic profile and policies.

‘What have courts ruled?

The issue arises due to two ostensibly
competing aspects of equality — formal
and substantive. The Supreme Court in
Balaji versus State of Mysore (1962) noted
that reservations under Articles 15 and 16
for backward classes should be ‘within
reasonable limits’ and should be adjusted
with the interests of the community as a
whole. The court further ruled that such
special provisions for reservation should
not exceed 50%. This is seen as an
endorsement of formal equality where
reservations are seen as an exception to
equality of opportunity and hence cannot
exceed 50%.

Substantive equality on the other hand
is based on the belief that formal equality
is not sufficient to redress the difference
between groups that have enjoyed
privileges in the past and groups that have
been historically underprivileged and
underrepresented. A seven-judge Bench
in State of Kerala versus N. M. Thomas
(1975) have broached the aspect of
substantive equality. The court in this
case opined that reservation for backward
classes is not an exception to equality of
opportunity but is an assertion and
continuation of the same. However, since
the 50% ceiling was not a question before
the court, it did not give a binding
judgment on this aspect in the case.

In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), a
nine-judge Bench upheld the 27%
reservation for OBCs. It opined that caste
is a determinant of class in the Indian
context. Further, in order to uphold the
equality of opportunity, it reaffirmed the
cap of 50% for reservation as held in the
Balaji case, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. The court also provided
for the exclusion of a creamy layer within
OBCs. In the Janhit Abhiyan case (2022),
the court by a majority of 3:2 upheld the
constitutional validity of the EWS
reservation. It held that economic criteria
could be a basis for reservation and
opined that the 50% limit set in the Indra
Sawhney case was meant for backward

»
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Moment of reckoning: Maratha community members celebrate after the Maharashtra government accepted activist Manoj Jarange Patil's demands,

including granting Marathas Kunbi caste certificates which will make them eligible for reservation benefits available to OBCs, in Mumbai, on September 2. PTi

The journey of reservations

Abrief summary of important

with respect to r

fons at the central level

Year Key development

will result in an even more increased
backlog of vacancies. There is also a fear
that such backlog vacancies may be
converted in the long run to unreserved
seats thereby depriving the SCs and STs of
their rightful share of opportunities.

What can be the way forward?
Right to equality of opportunity is a
1 right and an increase in

1950 and C of the C and the First — enabling provisions

1951 in Articles 15 and 16 for the advancement of OBCs, SCs and STs

1982 Reservations for SCs and STs fixed at 15% and 7.5% respectively in central

ional institutions and public sector ing: fund.

1990 The introduction of 27% reservation for OBCs in central government employment
based on the ion of the Mandal Commissi

2005 Article 15(5) inserted by the 93rd constitutional amendment that enabled
reservations for OBCs, SCs and STs in ional institutions, including pri

2019 Articles 15(6) and 16(6) inserted by the 103rd constitutional amendment which
enabled up to 10% reservation for the EWS among the unreserved category in
educational institutions and public employment

classes while the EWS reservation of 10%
is for a different category among
unreserved communities.

‘What are the competing arguments?
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in his Constituent
Assembly speech in November 1948
justified the need to have reservations for
backward communities that have been
left out in the past. He also opined that
reservations should be confined to a
minority in order to uphold the
guaranteed right of ‘equality of
opportunity.’

However, there has been a growing
demand for increasing the reservation
percentage beyond the judicial cap of
50% to reflect the proportion of backward
classes in the population. The demand for
a caste census has been strong in order to
have actual data about this proportion
rather than mere estimates. It must also
be noted that as per various government
replies in Parliament, 40-50% of seats
reserved for OBCs, SCs and STs in the
Central government remain unfilled.

Another contentious issue relates to
the concentration of reservation benefits.
The Rohini Commission, set up for
providing recommendations on the
sub-categorisation among OBC castes, has

estimated that 97% of reserved jobs and
seats in educational institutions have been
garnered by just around 25% of the OBC
castes/sub-castes at the central level.
Close to 1,000 of around 2,600
communities under the OBC category
have had zero representation in jobs and
educational institutes.

A similar issue of concentration of
reservation benefits persist in SC and ST
categories as well. There is no exclusion
of ‘creamy layer” for these communities.
In State of Punjab versus Davinder Singh
(2024), four judges of a seven-judge Bench
impressed upon the Central government
the need to frame suitable policies for the
exclusion of ‘creamy layer” in SC and ST
reservations. However, the Central
government in a cabinet meeting in
August 2024 reaffirmed that the ‘creamy
layer’ does not apply to reservations for
SCs and STs.

Critiques who are against the extension
of a ‘creamy layer’ to SCs and STs argue
that the vacancies for these communities
are anyway not fully filled. Therefore, the
question of a ‘creamy layer’ within such
communities usurping the opportunities
of even more marginalised castes does
not arise. It is also likely that the exclusion
of a ‘creamy layer’ based on any criteria

reservation up to 85% may be seen as
violating such right. Nevertheless,
substantive equality through affirmative
action is required to uplift the
underprivileged. Based on empirical data
of the ensuing Census in 2027, which will
also enumerate backward castes, there
must be wide ranging discussions with all
stakeholders to arrive at a suitable level of
reservation. Equally important is to
implement sub-categorisation among the
OBCs as per the Rohini Commission
report based on Census data. With
respect to SCs and STs, as demanded in
the plea before the Supreme Court, a
‘two-tier’ reservation system may be
considered. Under such a scheme,
priority would be given to more
marginalised sections before extending it
to those who are relatively well-off within
those communities. These measures
would ensure that benefits of reservation
reach the more marginalised among the
underprivileged in successive
generations.

It must also be borne in mind that
considering the opportunities available in
the public sector and the young
population of our country, any scheme of
reservation would not meet the
aspirations of large sections of the society.
There must be sincere efforts to provide
suitable skill development mechanisms
that would enable our youth to be
gainfully employed.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He currently trains at Officers
1AS Academy. Views expressed are
personal.
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Articles 15 and 16 guarantee
equality to all citizens in any
action by the state (including
admissions to educational
institutions) and public
employment respectively.

v

There has been a growing
demand for increasing the
reservation percentage beyond
the judicial cap of 50% to
reflect the proportion of
backward classes in the
population.

v

Right to equality of opportunity
is a fundamental right and an
increase in reservation up to
85% may be seen as violating
such right. Nevertheless,
substantive equality through
affirmative action is required to
uplift the underprivileged.
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How bail hearings take on the
garb of a trial

‘The UAPA prohibits a judge from granting an individual bail if, on a perusal of the police report, the judge is of

the opinion that there are ‘reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation i

Gautam Bhatia

On September 2, 2025, the Delhi High
Court dismissed the bail pleas of the
accused, Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Athar Khan, Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider, Shifa-ur-Rehman,
Mohd. Saleem Khan, and Shadab Ahmed,
in the 2020 Delhi riots case. Most of them
had been in jail without bail for at least
five years. The court rejected the claims of
the accused that delays justified bail. In
this article, dated April 7, 2022, Gautam
Bhatia explains how in cases of UAPA, the
bail hearing itself becomes the trial.
n March 24, a Sessions Court
in Delhi denied bail to Umar
Khalid as part of a set of cases
that have commonly come to
be known as “the Delhi riots cases™. The
case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was
one of the conspirators behind the
February 2020 violence in Delhi, which
had claimed more than 50 lives. For this,
Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was
charge-sheeted under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967,
and jailed pending trial. Mr. Khalid has
been in jail for over 500 days. The trial
has not yet begun.

Much has been written about the
serious problems with the manner in
which the Delhi Police has conducted its
investigation, and prosecution of the
Delhi riots: in particular, its selective
targeting of activists who were involved
with the protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act of 2019, which was the
alleged trigger for the violence, while
refraining from prosecuting individuals
who are on record delivering incendiary
speeches. The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid
highlights an equally serious problem: the
broken nature of India’s criminal justice
system.

Bail hearing becomes trial

First, consider these facts. Mr. Khalid’s
bail application was filed in July 2021. The
order denying bail was passed eight
months later, after multiple hours-long
hearings, multiple adjournments, and
three deferrals of the order itself. It is
important to ask why an application for
bail took so many hearings and eight
months to decide: in criminal law, the
purpose of bail is to ensure that an
individual is not unjustly denied their
liberty while the trial against them is still
proceeding and their guilt has not yet
been established. As such, in normal

cir ‘es, courts are supposed to
consider whether an accused is a flight
risk, or is likely to tamper with evidence
or intimidate witnesses. If neither of those
dangers exist, there is no purpose in
denying an individual their freedom
before their guilt has been established in a
court. This, in other words, is the real
meaning of the hoary phrase ‘innocent
until proven guilty’.

This is where the notorious UAPA
comes in. Shorn of legalese, the UAPA
prohibits a judge from granting an
individual bail if, on a perusal of the
police diary or the police report, the
judge is of the opinion that there are
“reasonable grounds for believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie true.” The
effect of this, as the criminal legal scholar
Abhinav Sekhri has pointed out, is that
the UAPA introduces elements of the

Umar Khalid speaks at a demonstration in 2020. P

criminal trial into the question of bail.
There are traces of this in the Indian
Penal Code as well, for bail under serious
non-UAPA offences. This hints at a larger
problem with the criminal justice system,
of which the UAPA is only the starkest
example. Questions of guilt or innocence
are meant to be determined at the end of
a trial, after evidence has been sifted,
witnesses examined and cross-examined,
and arguments completed. The question
of guilt or innocence at the stage of bail
short-circuits that essential procedure.
But that is not the only problem with
turning bail hearings into mini-trials. The
problem is also that this mini-trial - to

prima facie true

borrow a colourful phrase from the U.S.
Supreme Court — licenses “one side ... to
fight freestyle, while requiring the other
to follow the Marquis of Queensberry
Rules (i.e., the rules of professional
boxing)”. What the judge has before them
is entirely one side of the case: the police
version. In a trial, the defence would be
entitled to cross-examine the
prosecution’s witnesses, determine
inconsistencies in their testimony,
examine its own witnesses, present its
own evidence, and otherwise
demonstrate that the case against the
accused has not been made out beyond
reasonable doubt. In a bail hearing, the

defence can do none of that. The starting
point of the bail hearing is the
presumption that everything in the police
report is true. Based on that presumption,
all the two sides can then argue about is
whether according to these “facts”, the
legal ingredients of the offence are
fulfilled - or, in some rare cases, about
whether the facts themselves are
self-contradictory or flat-out implausible,
so that no reliance can be placed on them
even at the stage of bail. To use an
analogy, it is like holding a debate
between two sides, stopping it after one
side finishes, allowing the other side to
pose two or three questions but not say
anything more, and then deciding
whether the motion passes or falls.

Such a system might possibly be
defensible in a situation where criminal
justice was swift, efficient, and
trustworthy. If, for example, criminal
trials habitually concluded within six
months, it might just be possible to argue
that in terrorism cases, six months of
pretrial incarceration is a painful but
proportionate price to pay (in my
opinion, it is still unjustifiable, but there is
at least a case to be made). However, that
is not the case in India: a UAPA trial takes
years — often more than 10 years. In such
a situation, the court’s decision on bail,
de facto, becomes the decision on the
case: the denial of bail means that a
person is likely to spend a decade or more
behind bars, as the trial winds on. And
given the UAPA’s abysmally low
conviction rates, the trial will likely end in
acquittal.

This, thus, explains why bail hearings
take so long, and are so convoluted
(although there is still little excuse for the
eight-month-long process in Mr. Khalid’s
case). Both the defence and the
prosecution know that the outcome of the
bail hearing is, for all practical effects, the
outcome of the case itself. The result of
the denial of bail is, functionally, the same
as the result of a finding of guilt: a
decade-plus in jail. But, as we have seen,
while the denial of bail is effectively a
finding of guilt, it has none of the
safeguards that the criminal law puts into
place before an actual finding of guilt. The
accused is first gagged from contesting
the police’s version and is then
condemned for not being able to disprove
the police’s case.

Rank injustice

In a notorious judgment in National
Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad
Shah Watali (2019), the Supreme Court
‘made a bad situation even worse by
forbidding the lower courts from
scrutinising in depth even the police case.
This leads to absurd situations like Mr.
Khalid’s bail order. A reading of the bail
order shows that the court reproduces
various allegations against Mr. Khalid —
some of them hearsay, and therefore
inadmissible during the trial, and some
extremely implausible; dismisses the
defence’s challenges to them without any
engagement; and then denies bail.
Lawyers and legal scholars may disagree
over whether the UAPA actually requires
the courts to become stenographers for
the prosecution, even under existing legal
doctrine. The point, however, is that for
all the reasons we have discussed above,
the result is rank injustice.

Reforming the criminal justice system
is the task of many years. In the
immediate future, however, it is at least
possible to curtail the manner in which
the UAPA plays havoc with the lives of so
many individuals. Striking down or
reading down its bail prohibitions and
subjecting the police case to stricter
scrutiny during bail hearings would be a
start. It remains to be seen whether the
judiciary has the will and the inclination
to do so.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer.
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A quiz on nation states and the people who led and shaped them

Vasudevan Mukunth

A

QUESTION 1

Before becoming a statesman, A was
perhaps most well known for leading

[
Ottoman forces to victory at the Battle of | QUESTION 4
Nguyén Sinh Cung, sometimes
colloquially addressed as Uncle Ho, is
credited with founding the Democratic
Republic of D in 1945. He was also a
founding member of the French
Communist Party in 1920. Name D.

Gallipoli in 1915. After the war, A was
instrumental in abolishing the Ottoman
sultanate in 1922 and founding the
Turkish republic in 1923. Name A.

[

‘QUESTION 2

B was Kenya's Prime Minister from

1963-1964 and its first President in

1964-1978, and a man credited with
ishing Kenya as an ind d

known for his pan-Africanist agenda
and for leading Ghana to independence
from Britain in 1957. A violent coup in
1966 overthrew his government and
undid his humanitarian efforts. Name C.

[N
QUESTION 5
Camillo Benso di Cavour, Victor

state. While his government was accused
of being corrupt and neocolonialist, he's
also remembered for his messages of
reconciliation. Name B.

1 9
QUESTION 3
Cwasa politician and revolutionary
M
K

are together considered the “fathers of
the fatherland” of Italy. E also essayed
a central role in the reconstitution of
Uruguay, when he was in South
America in exile. Many historians.
consider him Italy’s greatest national
hero. Name E.

11, Giuseppe Mazzini, and E

Visual question:
Name this statesman known as “El Libertador” for leading Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, Peru, and Venezuela to
independence. PUBLIC DOMAIN

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. After a
nearly yearlong journey, this NASA
spacecraft landed on Mars in 1976. Ans:
Viking 2

2. This American architect has been
called a “father of skyscrapers”. Ans:
Louis Sullivan

3. This Indian author is known for her
books The Inheritance of Loss and
Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard. Ans:
Kiran Desai

4. This country became independent from
the United Kingdom in 1971. Ans: Qatar
5. This American poet and painter first
attracted attention for his unconventional
punctuation and phrasing. Ans: E.E.
Cummings

Visual: Name this American director and
the name of his 1946 film. Ans: Frank
Capra; It’s a Wonderful Life
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Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“Welcome back! And congratulations. You
must be in the seventh heaven after
winning the lottery.”

“Seventh heaven! I didn’t know there
were so many heavens.”

“Nobody really knows how many
heavens there are, but when you say that
somebody is in the seventh heaven, it
means he/she is extremely happy.”

“Isee. So, can I say, when I gota
hundred in the test I was in the seventh
heaven?”

“You certainly can. When Uma
returned from the States she was in the
seventh heaven.”

“That’s surprising. Most Indians are in
the seventh heaven when they go to the
States. Not when they return from it.”

“Unfortunately, that is very true.”

“When my cousin Suresh got married
seven years ago he was in the seventh
heaven.”

“Now that he’s been married for seven
years, let’s hope he doesn’t get the seven
year itch.”

“An itch that lasts for seven years! What
kind of itch is that?”

“The itch doesn’t last for seven years. It
starts after the seventh year.”

“What does? The itch?”

“That’s right. And mind you, this is no
ordinary itch. It is the boredom that many
married couples feel after seven years of
marriage. And they get rid of this itch
by...”

“....by having an affair with someone. I
suppose.”

“Right again.”

“So the seven year itch is the desire
that married couples get to have an affair
with someone....”

“....after seven years of marriage.”

“Isee. But tell me, does this itch start
only during the seventh year?”

“Not necessarily. In some cases, the
seven year itch starts much earlier.”

“Oh! Can I say my friend John has the
seven year itch?”

“You certainly can. I don’t think
anyone in my family has ever had the
seven year itch.”

“How would you know? No one is
going to admit that he/she has the seven
year itch.”

“That's true. Not even you yourself!”

“Have you seen his new apartment?”

“Yes, L have. It's cheerless, isn’t it?”

“Cheerless? Is cheerless the opposite of
cheerful?”

“When you refer to something as being
‘cheerless’, it means it is ‘gloomy and
depressing’. For example, I can say, it was
a damp and cheerless morning.”

“Sounds like you visited Madras
recently. How about this example? Arun
lives in a bare, cheerless apartment.”

“Sounds good to me. I am sure Arun
isn’t happy living there.”

“He certainly isn't in the seventh
heaven.”

Published in The Hindu on December
23, 1997.

Word of the day

Sidereal:

of or relating to the stars or constellations; (of
divisions of time) determined by daily motion of
the stars

Usage: it's that time of the sidereal year where
we take stock of what’s been going on during the
last orbit of Earth around the Sun,

Pronunciation: newsth.live/siderealexp

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jsards.iial/
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Unhealthy trends

State-level health regulators should protect patient interests

ong simmering hostilities between health

insurance companies and hospitals have

escalated into a full-blown standoffin recent
weeks. The Association of Healthcare Providers of
India (AHPI), representing over 20,000 hospitals,
issued a sudden advisory thatit would suspend
cashless treatment for patients signed up with
specific private insurers from September 1, citing
issues with bill settlement.

Iralso accused general insurers of
‘cartelising’ in trying to introduce an
empanelment framework where the General
Insurance Council would set acceptable
tariffs for common treatments. Later
dialogue has led to the AHPI revoking its
suspension, but patients continue to
complain of cashless claims being rejected.
This issue requires urgent policy
intervention. Inits long list of complaints,
AHPI has claimed that the reimbursement
rates set by insurers for treatments and
implants have remained static for years. It
has also said that insurers delay
pre-approvals, dispute necessary procedures
and prolong bill settlement at discharge,
leading to blocked beds and frustrated
patients. On the second part, AHPI does have
apoint. Insurers do subject patients to
inordinate delays and nitpick the course of
treatment — which should be the doctor’s
domain. The insurance regulator needs to
penalise insurers for non-compliance with its
mandated turnaround times on processing.

However, insurers may be justified in
refusing to accept bills at face value.
Hospitals liberally pad up patient bills on
consultation and consumables and
recommend needless diagnostics and
procedures. As patients have very little
expertise in scrutinising hospital bills, it is
desirable that insurers take on this
responsibility. Claims that hospital margins
are being squeezed by unviable tariffs also
stand on thin ground. Cost of rooms,
diagnostics and treatment have spiralled
without check since Covid. The lack of any
standard protocols or tariff benchmarks is
also the reason why even
government-backed schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat have failed to protect
common folk from being bankrupted by
health emergencies.

Overall, there is no reason why India’s
healthcare sector should function without a
sector regulator, when far less critical
industries such as mutual funds, stock
broking and insurance, are regulated. Given
that public health is a State subject, the
Centre can perhaps propose a model law to
be adopted by States, with each State
appointing a regulator on the lines of the Real
Estate Regulatory Authority. These
healthcare regulators must be empowered to
adjudicate disputes between hospitals,
insurers and patients, and provide redressal
for patients aggrieved by healthcare
providers. They must engage with healthcare
providers and insurers to arrive at reasonable
rates for common treatments and
procedures. Regulatory curbs on pricing may
be against textbook free-market principles.
Buta patient who admits herself for
treatment is hardly in a mental or physical
condition to fight for her interests.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

RAVI VARANAS!

ndia’s equity markets have
matured rapidly over the last
decade — record demat account
growth, thriving retail
participation and record-setting
trading volumes. But one key piece
remains i
short selling.

‘While India formally permits short
selling and has had a securities lending
and borrowing scheme (SLBS) in place
for close to two decades, both remain
marginal in practice. As regulators
review the framework afresh — spurred
in part by recent high-profile corporate
episodes, it’s worth asking: Why is short
selling still so hard in India, and how do
we fixit?

P

INDIA’S CAUTIOUS MODEL

Unlike some global markets, India
allows only covered short selling. Naked
shorting — selling shares you neither
own nor have borrowed — is banned.
Retail and institutional investors alike
may short only F&O-listed stocks, a
group that currently numbers around
224. For anything beyond this narrow
universe, shorting is effectively
impossible. Moreover, India requires all
short sellers to deliver shares by the T+1
settlement, failing which there are strict
penalties, including auction buy-ins and
financial costs. Stock lending and
borrowing is enabled via the SLB
platform run by clearing corporations of
exchanges. Short sellers must
pre-arrange a borrow through this
system or cover intra-day.

‘This model — designed to protect
market integrity — has effectively
neutered short selling as a functional
strategy in India.

HOW THE WORLD DOES IT
Contrast this with the US, where short
selling is widespread. While naked
shorting is banned there too,a “locate”
requirement allows brokers to sell short
aslong as they can identify a borrowable
pool of shares. This is enabled by a vast,
decentralised securities lending market,
with trillions of dollars worth of shares
on loan. Almost all listed stocks can be
shorted. Short interest in the US
regularly hovers around 2-3 per cent of
market cap in many stocks, and the short
interest in S&P 500 stocks alone crossed
$800 billion in 2024.

In Europe and the UK, most stocks
are shortable, and regulators instead
impose post-trade disclosures. Investors
holding short positions of 0.5 per cent or
more must publicly report them. Japan,
Hong Kong and Singapore have similar
systems — some requiring short sellers
toborrow before trading, others relying
on settlement enforcement and buy-in
mechanisms.

Inshort, global peers view short
selling as a legitimate and necessary part

sl
businessline.
THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 4 - 2025

Short selling can play

‘GETTY MAGES

animportantrole

KEY FUNCTION. Short sellers question valuations, challenge optimistic
narratives and probe the gaps between perception and reality

of market functioning, balancing it
through transparency and compliance
rather than pre-emptive restrictions.

INDIA’S SLB MARKET
India’s SLB scheme was built with all the
right ingredients: CCP-backed
settlement, margin requirements,
contract standardisation and retail
access. But in practice, it remains
underused. Despitealist of about 224
eligible stocks and a market
capitalisation of over ¥30 trillion, SLB
volumes are negligible. Only a fraction
of eligible shares is ever lent. Many
brokers still haven’t fully integrated SLB
into their online systems, leaving the
process paper-heavy and inaccessible to
most investors.

The result? Even when traders want
to short stocks, borrowing shares is
difficult, expensive, and opaque.

THE DERIVATIVES WORKAROUND
Unable to short stocks directly, Indian
traders rely heavily on single-stock
futures and options. NSE’s derivatives
market is now the largest in the world by
volume — driven not by hedging alone,
butalso because futures are the only
practical way to short.

This workaround has created a
peculiar dynamic: India’s derivatives
markets are world-class, but its
underlying spot market lacks depth on

By taking positions against
overvalued stocks, short
sellers inject a dose of
realism into the market.
In doing so, they help
prevent bubbles from
inflating unchecked

the short side. The challenge is that this
activity is also constrained, as the
universe of eligible securities for both
derivatives and SLB s largely
overlapping and limited to just over 200
stocks.

WHY SHORT SELLING MATTERS
Short sellers are often misunderstood,
evenvilified, but they perform a critical
role in the financial ecosystem. Ina
market where long-only sentiment
dominates, short sellers provide
essential counterbalance. They question
valuations, challenge optimistic
narratives and probe the gaps between
perception and reality. Their actions
contribute directly to price discovery —
ensuring that market prices reflect not
just exuberance but also scepticism.

participants must pursue a few key
reforms:

Expand the shortable universe:
Allow all stocks (excluding stocks in
trade-to-trade segments or under
special surveillance programmes) to be
shorted, subject to delivery
enforcement.

Modernise the SLB market: Mandate
seamless integration of SLBS into all
broker platforms. Make borrowing as
easyas placing a trade. Clarify tax
treatment of SLB income to encourage
retail and institutional lending.

Make SLB real-time and flexible:
Introduce same-day lending and
borrowing, increase tenure options and
simplify collateral norms for borrowers.

Improve transparency: Publish daily
shorti m(eres[ data by stock. Avoid

1 that could lead to

This function b more
important during periods of speculative
excess, when asset prices are buoyed
more by sentiment than fundamentals.
By taking positions against overvalued
stocks, short sellers inject a dose of
realism into the market. In doing so,
they help prevent bubbles from inflating
unchecked.

Atasystemic level, this contributes to
market stability, not volatility —
contrary to popular belief.

Short sellers also add liquidity by
increasing trading volume and depth,
particularly in downturns when
long-side demand may be weak. Their
presence facilitates smoother execution
for other participants.

Importantly, short selling has
historically played a role in uncovering
fraud, mis-governance or unsustainable
business models.

'WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE
To unlock the full potential of short
sellingin India, regulators and market

squeeze attempts but ensure visibility
for the broader market.

Support through clearing
corporations: Allow CCPs to
auto-borrow shares on behalf of short
sellersat settlement, minimising naked
short risks without killing trades at
inception.

‘THE WAY FORWARD

India’s equity market is a major global
asset class. But if we want efficient and
resilient markets, we must stop treating
short selling as suspect and start
treating it as essential. If SEBI can strike
the right balance — between flexibility
and oversight, between investor
protection and price discovery — India
could finally build a robust, fair and
globallyaligned short selling ecosystem.
Let the shorts in — not just because
markets need critics, but because they
make the system stronger.

The writer is Founding Partner, SPRV Consultants.

Pushing E20 fuel by lifting ethanol supply curbs

This biofuel is a strategic initiative to reduce petroleum imports, enhance energy security, and promote cleaner combustion

bl.explainer

Anupama Ghosh

Why is the recent government
decision to lift restrictions on
production of ethanol important
for E20 fuel?

The recent decision to liftall
restrictions on ethanol production from
sugarcane juice, sugar syrup, and
molasses for the 2025-26 ethanol supply

While it offers environmental benefits
through reduced carbon emissions and
supports energy independence, it
delivers lower energy density than
conventional petrol. The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
acknowledges that ethanol’s lower
energy content results in marginal
mileage reduction. However, E20
contributes to cleaner combustion,
potentially reducing harmful exhaust
ermssmns and suppomng India’s

| commitments.

year demonstrates the Centre’s
commitment to achieving India’s target
0f 20 per cent ethanol blending in petrol
by 2025, with potential expansion to 30
per cent thereafter.

‘What is E20 fuel?

E20 fuel is a gasoline blend containing
20 per cent ethanol and 80 per cent
petrol. This biofuel mixture represents
India’s strategic initiative to reduce
petroleum imports, enhance energy
security, and promote cleaner
combustion. The ethanol component is
typically derived from sugarcane juice,
sugar syrup, or molasses, makingita
renewable fuel additive that supports
agricultural sectors,

Is E20 fuel better than petrol?
E20 fuel presents a mixed performance
track record compared to pure petrol.

Is E20 fuel safe for vehicles?
Vehicle safety with E20 fuel depends
heavily on compatibility and design
specifications. Modern vehicles
manufactured after April 2023 by
leading manufacturers like Hero
MotoCorp are typically designed with
E20-compatible materials. However,

CLEANER FUEL. Gets policy support

resistance. The corrosive nature extends
to engine management systems. If
Electronic Control Units (ECU) or
Programmed Fuel Injection (PGM-FI)
systems aren’t calibrated for E20,
vehicles may experience poor
combustion, engine knocking, reduced

older vehicles face i
due to ethanol’s corrosive properties.
Industry experts highlight serious
concerns about E20’s impact on
non-compatible vehicles. Anurag Singh
from Primus Partners explains that
ethanol absorbs moisture, leading to
phase separation and corrosion in metal
components including fuel tanks, pipes,
injectors, engines, and exhaust systems.
Additionally, ethanol degrades rubber
and plastic components such as seals,
gaskets, and fuel hoses that lack ethanol

perfor , and difficult cold starts
due toalteredair-fuel ratios.

Does E20 fuel really impact
mileage?

Mileage impact from E20 fuel is
confirmed but varies by vehicle type and
compatibility. The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas provides
specific estimates: four-wheelers
designed for E10 fuel but calibrated for
E20 experience 1-2 per cent mileage
reduction, while other vehicles may see

3-6 per cent decreased fuel efficiency.

This mileage reduction stems from
ethanol’s lower energy density
compared to petrol. However, the
Ministry suggests that improved engine
tuningand E20-compatible materials
can minimise efficiency drops. Leading
automobile manufacturers have already
adopted these technologies in newer
vehicle models.

Can India produce enough
ethanol for E20?

India’s ethanol production capacity has
received significant policy support
through the recent government decision
toliftall restrictions on ethanol
production from sugarcane-based
sources for 2025-26. This policy reversal
addresses previous supply constraints
that limited ethanol availability during
2023-24 due to reduced sugarcane
supplies.

The favourable monsoon conditions
boosting sugarcane production
prospects, combined with unrestricted
production permissions, suggest
improved ethanol supply capabilities.
Sugar mills and distilleries can now
optimise their output without
quantitative limitations, directly
supporting the national target of 20 per
cent ethanol blending by 2025, with
potential expansion to 30 per cent
thereafter.
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accept our congratulations on wmplﬂhnq
twelve more EMIs

Durability of smartphones
With reference to ‘Smartphone
durability is nowa key priority for
users, says research’ (September 3),
smartphone has become the
“second skin” for people and is an

Firstly, smartphone manufacturers
should ensure that instruments,
including the screen, are sturdy to
withstand any fall and water
resistant. Battery issues, including
are

indispensable gadget. Though itisan
essential gadget for almost
everyone, the majority of the
smartphone users, being from the
lower and middle classes, cannot
afford to change the instrument
even once or twice in their lifetime,
let alone whenever a new version
comesinthe market, dueto cost
considerations.

commen and should be addressed at
the outset itself by ensuring their
quality and durability. Every
instrument manufactured should
have charging-limit provision and
auto-off after 100 per cent charging,

phone casealong with the
instrument to ensure that
overheatingissues can be reduced:
Kosaraju Chandramouli

Hyderabad

India-Japan ties

This refers to ‘Warming up to Japan’

(September 3). Amid Trump's tariff
war both Indiaand Japan need each

visit strengthens Indiaas a
manufacturingand innovation hub
while giving Japan reliable and skilled
manpower. Itisa welcome
development that ISRO and JAXA
willwork closely on the upcoming
Chandrayaan-5 mission.

Bal Govind

Noida

other tofurther streng
historc tes. A 10:yearclear

asasafety pr tthe
battery, instrument and prevent
overheating Smartphone
manufacturers may supply asilicone

p was launiched with Japan
pledged toinvest $68 billion in

semiconductors, rare earths, clean
energyand digital technology. This

pusl
Apropos ‘India’s smallest chip will
drive world's biggest change: PM"
(September 3). Thesetiny
engineering marvels have become

the backbone of modern electronics,

powering everything from laptops
and smartphones to industrial
machinery and medical devices.
Artificial intelligence, quantum
computingand 5G technology rely
on the innovative prowess of
semiconductor industry. Indiais
aimingat becomingaglobal
semiconductor hub. By overcoming
the challenge and embracing the
opportunities that lieahead,
semiconductor chips will pave the
way for the future, filled with even
more technological breakthroughs.
P Victor Selvaraj
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Aresilient economy

Growth, external account boost sovereign rating

—
Rajani Sinha

venwhile India goes
E through turbulence amidst

USreciprocal tariff, the
credit profile of the economy
remains supported. We at
CareEdge Global (CGIL) have
assigned a rating of BBB+ to India,
with a stable outlook. This is one
notch higher compared to S&P’s
recently upgraded rating of BBB
and two notches higher than that
by Moody’s and Fitch. India’s
sovereign rating has been
supported by relatively healthy
growth and comfortable external
position even in the midst of the
global turmoil. While the fiscal
pillar is aweak link with high
interest payment burden, the
government debt is estimated to
‘be ona declining trend. Moreover,
monetary policy has been
effective with inflation remaining
in the central bank’s target band.

The global uncertainty and
trade war have cast some shadow
on India’s growth outlook in the
near-term. While India’s exports
to the US s limited, ataround 2
per cent of GDP, the countryis
now facing highest US tariff rate
at 50 per cent.

‘We have trimmed India’s
growth outlook for FY26 to 6-6.5
per cent depending on how soon
some kind of trade deal with the
US can be reached. Nevertheless,
India remains the onlylarge
economy projected to record high
growth, of around 6.5 per cent in
the next five years, as per the IMF.

CAPEX IMPROVES

India’s investment-to-GDP ratio
at 30 per cent is on the higher side
(20-29 per cent for similarly rated
peers). The government’s
increased focus on physical and
digital infrastructure bodes well
for growth. The quality of
government expenditure has
improved, with the Centre’s
capex as a percentage of GDP
increasing to 3.2in FY25 froman
average of 1.7 in the five-year
pre-Covid period. However, it will
be critical for private investment
to pick up meaningfully, fora
sustained economic growth
momentum.

As the external demand
scenario remains uncertain, the
government is looking at
‘measures to boost domestic
consumption. The reduction in
income tax burden and GST
rationalisation are likely to
providea fillip to domestic
consumption. However, the
government needs to create
enough jobs to provide a push to
household income and ensure
domestic consumption
momentum.

RAISING INCOME. Government
needs to create more jobs

India’s external sector is facing
constraints from the tariff blow,
with the impact specifically
severe on labour-intensive
sectors like textiles, leather,
seafood, gems and jewellery. On
an annualised basis, the export
impact of 50 per cent tariff could
beataround 1 per cent of GDP.
However, India’s healthy services
sector export, low global crude oil
prices and strong remittances will
continue to cushion the current
account balance. While capital
flows would remain volatile, India
has ample forex reserves, at $690
billion.

India hasbeen onafiscal
consolidation path post the Covid
shock. The Centre’s fiscal deficit
to GDP has reduced from 9.2 per
centin FY21to 4.8 per centin
FY25 and is budgeted at 4.4 per
centin FY26. The estimated loss
of revenue to the Centre from
GST rationalisation is likely to be
balanced by higher than budgeted

R GOPALAN
MC SINGHI

mployment has been a
perennial issue in India. We
discuss here policy dilemma
faced in the employment
sector. The policy
intervention in employment is now
specific, like MGNREGA. Earlier it was
assumed as an outcome of development.

Availability of data on employment
was scanty. Till 2017-18, employment
data was generated once in five years
through specific surveys. Since 2017-18,
regular annual data on employment and
its inter-State and sectoral composition
isavailable. It facilitates meaningful
analysis of the employment situation.

PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey)
over the seven-year period 2017-18 to
2023-24 reveals the following:

(i) The Labour Force Participation
Rate (LFPR) increased from 36.9 per
centin2017-18to 45.1 per cent in
2023-24. The number of job seekers
increased at an average annual rate of
growth of 4.3 per cent as against
population growth of just 1 per cent.

(i) The overall number of workers
(persons who are employed) increased
from 34.7 per cent of population in
2017-18 to43.7 per cent in 2023-24,at
an average annual rate of 5 per cent,
higher than the growth of population
and job seekers.

(iii) The number of jobs created in
seven years from 2017-18 to 2023-24 is
154 million against an increase of 144
million job seekers. A decline of
unemployment rate to just over 3 per
cent of total population in 2023-24 is
seen from around 6 per cent in 2017-18.

dividend transfer by RBI to the
Centre this year.

Broadly, the move towards
fiscal consolidation is likely to
continue. India is one of the few
countries globally that is expected
tosee moderation in the
government debt to GDP ratio.
We estimate the general
government (Centre + State) debt
to GDP to fall from around 81 per
cent in FY25 to 74 per cent level
by FY35. Alarge part of the
government debt is domestic in
nature and hence not exposed to
external vulnerabilities. Also,
India has no history of past
default.

Political stability resulting in
better policy implementation is
another factor is favour of the
country’s sovereign profile. To
putinanutshell, India’s sustained
high growth, physical and digital
infrastructure, robust external
sector and stable financial sector
give us confidence on the credit
profile of the government.

‘The writer is Chief Economist, CareEdge

Ratings
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AP gets ¥5,500-cr export-oriented refinery

OIL and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd (ONGC), its subsidiary MRPL and
consortium partners, today announced plans to set up a Rs 5,500- crore
export-oriented oil refinery at Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh along with aRs
1,500- crore special economic zone, with potential to go up to Rs 3,000 crore.

FDI in paper sector: Finnish co may take lead

The first foreign direct investment project in India’s paper industry may
blossom through a Finland company which has proposed to set up a
four-lakhtonne per annum capacity plant in the Western region to

manufacture newsprint.

Asian textile nations to join hands to rule global markets
On the heels of the Asian oil diplomacy launched by the Indian Government, it
is now the turn of the textile producing nations in the region to join forces to
take on the world. Having dominated the global textile trade since the freeing

FIVE ISSUES
There are five issues which complicate
inIndia te policy

dilemma for the government.

First, continued concentration of
workers in low skilled areas. Workers in
agriculture increased from 201 million
in2017-18 to 280 million in 2023-24;
overall share in workforce increased
from 44 per cent in 2017-18 to 46 per
centin 2023-24.

Against an average annual growth of 5
per cent in total workforce and 4.3 per
cent in non-agriculture sectors, increase
inagriculture was 5.7 per cent.
Professional and support services and
education have the lowest annual
growthof close to 1 per cent. This
reveals a significant and growing
mismatch between skills imparted and
skills i in demand and persxs[ent

notwith the

iutcrvcnucns.

The structure of employment, like the
structure of economy, is biased in favour
of low technology. Employment is nearly
70 per cent in agriculture, construction,

Job creation E)Z)_ées big

policy cha

HELPING HAND. To wean y:
access to capital, strengthening MSMEs and policies for stable employment are needed

MURALI KUMAR K

trade and household services. Over 70
per cent of workers have value added
close to 50 per cent of average value
added per worker.

In the short run, shift to trade,
transport, roadside eateries or
construction offer possible openings
from agriculture but this shift is not
happening. Besides having low
technology, they offer poor payments.
The structure of employment calls fora
change, but it is not clear if the change
will lead or follow the structural shift in
GDP.

The second issue is how the change
could be facilitated. A third of the
population in age group 15-29 neither
being in education, nor training or
seeking jobs indicates both social and
economic problems. Secondary
evidence suggests that nearly half of
them are appearing for competitive
exams to move to government/public
sector, indicating economic
rent-seeking. Apprehensions relating to
relocation, family concerns, lack of
opportunities that meet their
expectations could be the other reasons.

This is a significant income foregone
and a way must be found to capture that.
Skill development, access to capital,
strengthening MSMESs, ease of doing
business, policies to promote steady

The demographic
dividend could just
vanish if the labour
force participation

rate in general does not
come close to 70 per cent
and for females, to an
average of 50 per cent

h away fi

employment, limiting the number of
attempts for competitive exams are
some interventions suggested. IBC
(Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code)
resolution for MSMEs within three
months should be instituted.

THE GENDER GAP

The third issue is gap in participation
rate of male and female labour force. In
2023-24, the participation of malesin
labour force across States was 52-64 per
cent, with the average rate being 56 per
cent. In the case of females, the
participation rate was in the range of 18
per cent to 55 per cent, with the average
rate being around 30 per cent. The
demographic dividend could just vanish
if the labour force participation rate in
general does not come close to 70 per
centand for females, to an average of 50

T cent.

For females, improving access to
education and skills, enhancing
workplace safety and support,
promoting entrepreneurship and
improving social awareness and
care-giving responsibilities are critical.
Policies to improve skill development
including vocational training, boosting
investments, infrastructure are
important.

The fourth issue is ensuring a faster
increase in income of self-employed
workers. PLFS data indicate that the
average annual increase in income of
salaried class during 2017-18 to 2023-24
was 3.8 per cent in nominal terms (lower
than the rate of inflation).

For female workers the annual rate of
growth was just 3 per cent. Average
annual increase for casual male and
female workers was 8.4 per centand 9.2
per cent, respectively. However, for
self-employed persons, who form the

allenge

competitive exams, skill development,

bulk of workforce, the average increase
for male and female workers was 3.6 per
centand (-) 1.3 per cent, respectively.
Onlyin the case of casual workers,
income witnessed a positive growth in
real terms because they are governed by
minimum wages legislation. This raises
questions on inequality, nutrition
adequacyand better life, and if these
three have actually seen improvement.
To raise incomes of the self-employed,
access to collateral-free capital,
whittling down regulations, improving
the ease of doing business, assistance in
marketing and access to improved
technology are some measures needed.

EASE LABOUR LAWS

The fifth issue relates to labour laws.
Out of 329 million non-agricultural
workers in 2023-24, only 24 million were
in government, PSUs and autonomous
institutions fully compliant with labour
welfare regulations. Labour laws and
regulations are, therefore, serving a
minor constituency.

For industries to benefit from scale
effect, labour laws and regulations must
be relaxed up to 1,000 workers witha
plan to increase to 5,000 in a specified
time frame. Social security mechanisms
should cover all establishments having
more than 10 workers, including for gig,
platform and casual workers and must
be implemented effectively.
Transportation and management of
social security contribution fund should
be ensured. Incentives must be provided
to State governments to implement
labour codes with modifications as
above.

Gopalanis former Secretary, Economic Affairs, and
Singhiis former Senior Economic Adviser, Ministry of
Finance. Views expressed are personal

GST reform effort holds great pronnse

Rouhin Deb

The compliance infrastructure has
been changed. The rollout of the e-way
bill in 2018 liberated hxghways fmm the
choke of tax check

helaunch of the Goods and
T Services Tax (GST) I

regarded as ambitious, and yet
patient and incremental. According to
latest reports, the Centre has placed
before State finance ministers a
proposal to simplify rates into two core
slabs of 5 per centand 18 per cent, with
aspecial 40 per cent band reserved for
luxury and demerit goods.

Early briefings suggest that almost
allitems currently taxed at 12 per cent
could move down to 5 per cent, whilea
large share of the 28 per cent basket
could migrate to 18 per cent. Essentials
would continue to be taxed at zero.
This compression reduces the
persistent confusion around
classification that has plagued

administrators live data on goods in
transit. Then came GSTR-2B, a static
statement of input-tax credit that
removed uncertainty for taxpayers,
followed by the sweeping rollout of
e-invoicing. Today, all with
turnover above X5 crore must issue
e-invoices, a change notified on August
1,2023, so that invoices feed directly
into returns. The result is that
fake-credit networks find little room to
operate. For smaller businesses, the
Quarterly Returns with Monthly
Payment (QRMP) scheme provides
relief by allowing them to file quarterly
while paying monthly, easing cash-flow
pressures without undermining

‘or fewer slabs
mean clearer price signals, while the
retention of the 40 per cent rate for sin
goods ensures that deterrence remains

ionwide dri fake

DETERRENCE. For ‘sin’ d: =

the case of exporters and inverted-duty
structures,

NEW CHAPTER

Do the outcomes justify the patient
method of building incrementally?
Gross GST revenues have doubled in
five years to ¥22.08 lakh crore in FY25.
April 2025 alone recorded ¥2.37 lakh
crore, the highest monthly mop-up on

entry into the system itselfis more
secure. Another long-standing
weakness, disputes, is finally receiving
theattention it deserves. For years,
uncertainty over classification,
valuation, and credit disputes has been
adrag on compliance certainty. The
GST Appellate Tribunal now promises
tochange that. The so-called
“next-generation” proposal being

di d would allow most

registrations are complemented by
Aadhaar-based biometric verification

registrations to be granted within three
days and would automate roughly 80

record. f this magnitude
rarely shift without a combination of
deeper formalisation of the economy.
GST rates have been pruned in
stages. Invoices have been stitched to
returns to make evasion harder. Small
taxpayers have been given room to
breathe through schemes like QRMP.
Fraudsters have been cornered through
biometric verification and analytics.
Disputes are now handed to a Tribunal.
GST reform finally begins to look as
simple as it was always meant to be.

The writer is Chief Economist, Chief Minister’s

of quota restrictions from January 1 this year, Asian textile majors are now strong whereitisneeded. attheregistration stage, ensuringthat  per cent of refunds soon after filing in Secretariat, Government of Assam
looking to further consolidate their supremacy by entering into ‘collaborative
production sharing arrangements’ with each other.
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EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
02. Courtyard (5) 01. Object of dislike, fear (7) 02. Yard has nothing one can knock back (5) 01. Microbe acquired by Teddy is an object of terror (7)

05. Title (4)

07.Man-eating giant (4)

08. Unnecessary (8)

09. Finishes, gets exactly

right (8)

11. A goblin (4)

12. A perk (6,7)

15. Group, small orchestra (4)
17. Fence of stakes (8)

19. Cheeky (8)

21. Lengthy (4)

22. Chief ancient Germanic 18, Limber (5)

god (4) 20. Funerary vase (3)
23. Mixture of rain and snow (5) 21, Permit (3)

02. Author of The Raven’ (3)
03. Roman, military garment (5)
04. Superintend (7)

05, No score (3)

06. Melodic art (5)

10. Penalised as to the

pocket (5)

11. Skins fruit (5)

13. Female sovereign (7)

14. Notches (7)

16. Furnished with weapons (5)

maybe (6,7)

sculpted (4)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2774

05. High though his titles, proud his ___" (Scott) (4)
07. A monstrous person to go back with the Sappers (4)
08. Not to have to use so much that is superfluous (8)
09. Finishes ideally with the monitors on breaking-up (8)
11, Goblin found at ice-hockey match (4)

12. An advantage of appearing at Edinburgh Festival

15. Gang that may do a stretch (4)

17. Fence of stakes is said to be broken up in enclosure (8)
19. Cheeky little devil could appear nude at a junction (8)
21. Have a yearning, for ages (4)

22.0ld god who, were he right to start, might have

23. Hardly a comedown, is it? (5)

02. Writer who saw river in Italy flowing east (3)

03. What is worn may be cut in pieces (S)

04. Superintend poetry written in Old English (7)

05, No goals can | leave uncovered (3)

06. Endlessly meditate, being in charge of harmony (5)
10. Had to pay a punishing amount (5)

11. Strips the skins (5)

supple (5)

13. Woman with power to send me over to fourth estate (7)
14. Starts farther in from margin and cuts it in zigzags (7)
16. Has weapons unlike Milo’s Venus (5)

18. Being mis-hit with the French around, becomes

20. Ballot-box one will soundly merit (3)

ACROSS 1. Disinherited 8. Overcome 9. Ants 11. Satem 12. Epicene 13. Hook 15. Tutu 19. Spinach 20. Plaza 22. Amok 23. Prodigal 24. Disappearing
DOWN 2. Inert 3. Income 4. Hamper 5. Tonneau 6. Disreputable 7. House-husband 10, Fin 14. Ominous 16. Cap 17. Charge 18. Spider 21. Argon

21. Allow another service and grant to hirer (3)
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Heavy Lifting on
GST Done at Last

Tax regime needs to be streamlined further

Finally, GST rates have been collapsed and bulk of goods
and services have been pushed tolower slabs. Opposition
to reform has dissipated, and it has been relatively easy
tocollapse rates. But consensus-building is still required
to widen coverage. The true potential of a VAT derives
from havingasinglerate, which makes it easier to imple-
ment and police. India now has4rates, including exemp-
ted items and a demerit rate, but effectively GST isnow a
2-trick pony. That is close to the textbook version of GST.

The development dovetails into a policy-induced push
for consumption. Mass migration of itemstolower rates
is expected to complement I-T and interest-rate cuts an-

l PUBLIC INTEREST tilut: Policy must go beyond stability, address structural factors limiting growth

Turn On the Analytical Engine

w ast month, RBI published a
‘ ‘ comprehensive, analytically

excellent discussion paper
| ‘Review of Monetary Policy
Framework’, which reviews

nounced earlier this year. The switch is d d to set
right the consumption pattern with a bigger reduction

. intaxincidencefor itemsof masscon-
sumption. Since this coincides with a
spell of low and stable inflation, reve-
nue impact may be softened. The mo-
ve is also timed to offset recent trade
friction with the US, India’s biggest
export destination. Uncertainty over
trade fragmentation places special
emphasis onreviving domestic consumption.

Revenue implications are yet to be evident. They're
unlikely to be of an order that should require any speci-
al dispensation for shortfalls in collections by states.
With every layer of rationalisation, GST should increa-
se the economy’s potential growth rate. Incrementally,
reforming the system becomes easier as benefits mani-
festthemselves to stakeholders. GST also becomes easi-
ertoadminister with rate rationalisation and shrinka-
ge of exemptions. This sets off a virtuous cycle, which
progressively allows for lowerrates of taxation. The he-
avy lifting is largely done. But the tax regime needs fur-
ther streamlining.

Al-Pushed, Google
Search Not Destroyed

On Tuesday in Washington, US district judge Amit Mehta ru-
led against severe consequences proposed by the Department
of Justiceagainst Google, which included the for leof the

ing framework. It asks for

on four questions on the contours of
the framework going forw: auﬂ

leftthe inflation targettobedetermin-

The paper pre-
sumptions underlying inflation tar-
getingas agiven. One, output gapana-
lysis. Two, that inframarginal chan-
ges in a single instrument — the repo
rate — are sufficient to both control
mﬂauon and modulate growth. This
nlinewith (until very recently) ma-
instream conservative thinking with-
ineconomics.

ll' these presumptions are granted,

edby ‘Thismustn'thappen

again. It'sfor the political executive to

judge the level of inflation tolerance

(whether 2%, 4% or 8%) and then to

task RBI with aclnevmg Lhﬂa)ﬁ3 target
if

us growth acceleration could be dam-
‘pened through a sharprise in the cost
of capital.

Thelogicunderlying inframarginal
changes also isn’t convineing. A size-
able rate mcrease will make capital

o t

with hard target
ismissedbeyondan: amemahle margin.

200bps should beareasonable mar-
gin, especially given the volatility of
food inflation and, occasionally,of com-
modity prices. So,an X% target witha

question:

2% upper band mal

ly consensuaL Thepolicy targetsinfla-
tion as measured by CPI, not core in-
flation (which )

But
mework fit for pu.rpuse in the Indian
context? Probably not. Ina developed

Should this change? No. Because the
policy impact of the repo rate, as per
thetheory, workstonarrowthegapbet-
‘ween potential and actual output, by
snmu.lau.ng economic activity when
the gap is positive, and vice versa.

The theory isagnosticastothecau-
seof inflation, unless either sector is
entirely exogenous to the rest of the
economy. Fuel, certainly, is not, and
anexcellent January 2024 NCAER pa-
per by Barry Eichengreen and (now
RBI deputy governor) Poonam Gupta
clearly shows that fc tion tra-
nsmits fairly rapidly to the rest of the
economy.

‘The current policy isfor inflation to
be maintained between 2% and 6%,
withtheintentiontotargetd%.Doesa
band make sense? It does, if one acce-
pts that output gap theory only works
in a business-as-usual scenario, It is,
therefore, important to have an upper
limit when shocks occur: The lower
limit should, by the same logic, be the

tech behemoth’s Chrome browser, which provides data that
helps its ad business deliver targeted ads. This reprieve in the
most high-profile US antitrust case of recent years has been
brought on by Al-driven search. Google gets to keep Chrome
and Android because the court, which last year found it abu-
sing its monopoly power, now finds the market for search has
changed enough to not justify carving up Google. ‘Generative
Al tools such as ChatGPT, Claude and Perplexity now repre-
sent natives to Googl ch,’therulingsaid. A
aresult, Google can continue to pay distributors suchas Apple
to use its search engine. Importantly, the verdict directed Go-
ogletoshare its data withrivals to further
openup competition in online search.
‘Thejudicial remedy relies on the premise
that venture capital in Al-driven search is
surging, and Google is best placed to up-
hold the quality of its search engine. Ma-
king it share its technical knowledge wo-
uld, however, give rise to the ‘free rider’
problem, where competitors gain unduly from a company’s in-
novation. Google is yet to demonstrate a capacity to carry its
market dominance of search into generative Al and, thus, gets

economy, h
are typically fully depk)yed with po-
tential output being the growth rate
that this ‘steady state’ generates. The
outputgapthen measuresthe positive
or neg;mve d.wtance of actual from

()hgopuhes ubiquitous government-

THE SPEAKING TREE

ed pricing and
shocks impact economic performan-
ce. All these factors significantly im-
pactboth inflationand growth.

The accompanying graphic sugge-
sts that repo responds mare to down-
turnsin growth than changes i infla-
tion. This is underscoved by the low

Embracing
Reason

correlati (-0.

repoand CPL The coefficient of varia-
tion (a measure of volatility) of repo
is 18, much lower than CPI (30), indi-
cating that i ind changes in

The17"c. French philosopher and
mathematician René Descartes
mvolutmmsed 'modern thought
famous statement. ‘Dubi-
b ergosum’ — mean-

volatility.
Shornof econometric technocrate-
se, to go \vxth an inflation control ap-
ed for coun-

ing‘Idoubt, therefore I think. the-
reforelam.’ This profound idea
isthecorner: smneaf modernphi-
losophy;

tries— \nfmma.rgmal changes in the
interest rate to control inflationary
expectations based on the premise
that inflation is a cyclical affair —
misplaced.

India’s growth potential is constra-
ined by structural factors. These also

mic activity In India, i
(50 bps or less) changes in that rate do

roleof doubt, reasoningand self-
awareness in human existence.
Descartes’ thesis highlights the
powerof doubt. Both in choices
thatarelife changingand those
thatare mundane, doubt often
arises. Instead of viewing itasa
‘weakness, Descartes proposes we

tion.Insuch inflation- as thefirst stepto-
not| im-  aryexpectati i table nor wards clarity. This beginsa pro-
pact on inflation. parametrically defined. cessof critical thinking that helps
To see this, for example, note that Inthefaceof suct mac- more informed

India has for some time been engaged
in massive resource transfers to the

Real GDP Growth, CPI and Repo
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meconumicpoliq'mustgobeydnds'a~
bility, and address structural factors

can
only be raised v&hen there is producti-
vity-enhancing technological progress
or large-scale net immigration.

When demand then exceeds what
theeconomy cansupply (and import),
there's inflation. Central banks can
thenraisethecostof capital todampen
economicactivity Thereversehappens
inarecession.

This is not the case with India.
What is India’s potential growth rate?
Depends on how much we aspire to. A
double-digit growth rate is feasible
with important structural reforms.
Others may feel the growth potential
islower: But RBI'sestimate of potenti-
aloutput is calculated econometrically
by, inter alia, applying filters’ to take

bottomof the ixmomep_vmnid tocom-

thatlimit gmmh andfoster inflation.
rinfla-

choices. Doubt encouragesus to
seek evidence, reflect on possibi-
litiesand arrive at conclusions.

And what doIdo when in doubt?
‘Ithink.’ Itemphasises human
reasoningasatool for navigating
Tife's complexities. Ina world ov-
erflowing with information and
ahugearray of options, theabili-
ty tothink independently is ess-
ential. Conscious reasoningallo-
‘Wws us to separate fact from bias
and act with greater confidence
and wisdom,

Consequently, Tam.’ It affirms
ourexistenceand individuality
Descar i

osperityamid  Growth: thevery
shzu‘plv growing inequality Research  tion i actof thinking: ana-
indicates maney has been spent  termmacroeconomicframework, of whi- ysing, reflecting— is proof of our
on consumption. But this has had ve- ch mﬂauou 'argeung isonly onepart. identity. In daﬂy life, this insight
ry little impact on CPL In a demand- that com- Webegin
constrained economy, inframarginal plem need not be i But alues, options
changes in interest rates won't result  thatisnot RBI* ITtisGol'sres- d eth a-vispurpose.

in a dampening of supply response,
unless fiscal policy works ina comple-
mentary fashion.

Demand for credit is also interme-
diated through administered pricing
—aframeworkof admunslered mter-

ponsibility, which it appears to have
abdicated after several falsestarts.
RBI'sonce-vaunted analytical capa-
bility had deteriorated over the past six
years.Itisexcellent that ithas quickly
recovered its analytical mojo under

noise out of the data.

estrateson

i
implicitly defines astable fullemploy-

the new It would be go-

STEPUPTO
THE PLATE

tokeep Chrome, which would find itdifficulttosurvi

dalone product owned by another company. Distributors like
Apple wouldface collateral damage if Google’ssearch weredeg-
raded by any change of ownership, or dilution of innovation.

It could be years before Google is made to comply with these
terms, if atall. The case willhead for the US Supreme Courtaf-
ter Google appeals it being termed an illegal monopolist. Yet,
various parts of Google are facing antitrust action in the US,
and the company will probably find it difficult toremainin its
current form indefinitely. A breather in the most bruising
battle should help Google tomake a bigger play in AL

'JUST IN JEST

If you thought you needn't be
politer to machines, think again

level of inflation tolerance subsidies on the demand side. Asset od for the country if Gol could follow n
Jjudged politically feasible. ment growth rate that's not someth-  prices (think equities and real estate) RBI'sleadand up its analytical game. A
Here, Gol has, from the outset, not  ingonecantakeasagiveninindia.To ~drivealot of investment and savings —————————— Skillinge, Sweden
exercised yvand dosois, infact virtuo- behaviour and, thus, price formation. Thewriter is former EACPM On Sweden coast
in the picturesque region of
Osterlen, Daniel Berlin's Vyn
isdrawing attention well bey-
ond itsshores. Awarded two
utMoreMoney WhereHealthcarels ==
isasmuch about place and
atmosphereasitisaboutthe
food. ‘We aim to create gastro-
ms, administrative red tape and pres- careitself. nomy with astronglocal foc-
sure to compromise on clinical deci- ‘The bigger concern is: if pati e us, using
sions. This isn't just bad economics, payingrising premiums, but provi- vide; aacompamed by hospi-
it'sbad medicine. dersare being forced to deliver care tality thatfeels intimate and
Attherootof thisproblem liesan atreduced costs, where is the money warm,' Berlin expl
inefficient risk-pooling mechanism. going? Thekitchen nself isa: stylﬂ
Health insurance, by design. collects IRDAImust A passive tatement. D
Girdhar Gyani premiumsfrom alarge and diverse oversight and mandate minis itcom-
T — group— youngandold, healthyand ~ Fix those discordant lines MLRs of atleast80% for retail health bmes].lghtoak frameworks
sick—and uses that pool to cover me- policiesand 85°% for group health with handerafted wooden de-
India's healthi dical thefewwhofallill.  settlement. insurance, in line with: glohalnorms tails. Atits centre: Sl|3 a smk—
crosseda ma}ol milestone, co]lectum ’l‘hesystem worksonly when premi- Accord.\ng to ﬂmnua] disclosuresby  Suchamove will things: ulg island with
overzllakherin ly priced, therisk pool is healthinsu- @ E the majority of premi- =g andaqua-
FY25.0nthe: face of it, this seems hke diverse, and amajority of ﬁmds are iem frequently spend over30-35%of  umincomeisused fm whatitwasin- rizitesur-
good progress— more Indians are be directed toward act care, tended: face, com-
the industry’s not corporate over ses, customer mar- 8 C uhurem toim- manding
rapidly But below the surfaceliesa sion. Medical lossratio (MLR) — the ket issii leavingless rather thespace
L Instead of i mmmvmg percentageof p onme-  than65% for care. Compare than shift cost burdens to hospitals. | whilein-
their own oper: ins indicator thiswith ML as87% inde-  © Lead toreduction inrateof com- \'mng conversation.
rers aramcmasmgb sh.\ﬂmg burden of whether this is happening or not. veloped countries, and thedisparity ~ missionsand human-led distribution Berlin's philosophy is root-
of cost i liketheUS,the  isevident. costs. edinsustainability and deep
providers. C patient Care Act(ACA Instead of (L\mg theirownineffici- @ Protect the integrity of healthin- respect forlocal traditions. His
carearereal andalarming. that insurers spend at least 80% of pre- enle l.usu.rem inIndiaarefryingto  suranceasafinancialsafety net. not 16course tastingmenufollows
E i yarebe- i indivi health plans, ing what hospi-  aprofit-first instrument. a nose-tolaﬂ approach, with
ingasked, if notcompelled, tocutcos-  and85% ongr actual me- Il se- Theregulator tunity — cultivat-
tsatevery level. This, despite India dical expenses. If they don’t, they" m menls or deny le lail and —to ed orhunted in the surround-
already having someof the lowest required torefund the di ance. Enforcing MLR standards isn’t ingfields, forestsand waters.
private healthcare costs in the world. paLlcyholdeLs InIndia, I.nsunmce Re- \\m*k \\mh shnnkm., mar;,msm an Jjustafinancial correction butalsoa Nature dictates therhythm.
The message from insurersis clear: gulatory and. ithority us —andargu- ‘moralone. The coastline mspmdnshes
domorewithless. of 1nd|a( IRDAI) doesn’t mand'uea ably one of the world’s most alTord» lang-
For provider; that heaxth The urlm is DG, Association of oustine, warm kingcraband

, thisoften

specifi
usefor:

able yet high-quality —healthcare
lity of

India (AHPI)

Kalix16jrom, Sweden’s prized
vendaceroe. Onesignature
ti

KISSing Those Crazy GST Slabs Bye

ed beneath chilled metal dises
withdill sugar kelpand cara-
‘melised apple sauce— captu-
res Berlin's style perfectly: in-
ventive yet restrained, com-

plexyet deceptively simple.
unambiguous directive to the bureau-  will benefitbudget and mid-market consequently cannot avail theoption
W]’l Ou eed tO Be cracy isnecessary looomeuponeday travellers. But a typical 300-room 5-star of pa} mgGS’l‘a! ﬂ]erateo( 18% with
y I q withjust goodseli- hotel i for . whel
giblefor0% tax, andallmem:t under,  around 500 people, 90% of whomare restaux antsfall? One sincerely hopes
N i Cer tO Cha tb O tS say12%,10% oreven5%. That means wailem housekeepmgstaﬁ, frontdesk  inthecurrent18% slah
A I every except uxury ser
services specifically exempt. chefs, manager and inacomp- H
GR Gopinath While there is much to genuinely clencalslaﬂ.'l'hem.ireahostofot.hms lex webof busmeses thaxhave Endle$s Op:uons
For thoseof usfamiliarwith the Terminatormoviefranchi- applaud in bringing down many employed symbioticrelat ToSwi pe Ri ght
Arnold enegger’sline, 'l be back," you yil productsand servicesto5% —especi- ~ thespa, giftshopsand swimmingpool.  down tothe bottom of theemploy-
Ko ARtS t, dnetworkchased artiticy Making things simple isn't that allya whalerostel of heali.hmm Aluxuryhotelalsogenerates indirect ment pyramid. Apropos the Edit, “The Artof Be-
5 ky ‘_“9 al : simple. But that's exactly what the goods t018% for inancillaryareas. Itbuys ~ Also, the jump from 28% to40% for ing No One’s & Everyone's'(Sep
ralsuperintelligence (ASI), attained singularity—became GST Council on Wednesday signed hudgel and mid-market goods and bedlinen, fur nishings, rugsand ‘motor carsand other motorvehicles 3), the world hasmoved fromnon-
self-aware, uncontrollable and irreversible — on August off to:a ‘2-62111' taxstructure of su";. and Hfodueers, therather istic  car ‘odically replaced, pé'mclpallv designed for the transport alignment tomulti-al ignmen(
3 istri . * Wi 18% —actually, a ‘4-tier’ one, witha ity of i ‘sin’ taxes. i air  of persons. ion wa- bipolar
25 1937 ]'mt]:: IEOVISSH thstt;alflg;rfg iudgu:snhl;ay wu];:l 0% slaband anew 40% slabfor ‘sin’ —thistimeto40% ins. Frank- eryelectrical fittings, ~ gonsand racing cars' is retrogressive, eralismto m\ﬂ(lla(erahsm. wn.h
anucieatatackoOnimssia DHEOLHELS, UM and luxury goods Intheprocess,the Iy theymakenosenseandareatcross  furniture...and consumesenormous  evenas theslabfor other cars(petrol, Indiaemergingas akey player:
war ion. Keeping idi’ 28% GSTslabhas  purposes with Gol's overarching quantities of food produce, All these CNG, diesel) has been brought down With constanﬂv shifting power
thi: i in mind, and und dingthatjustbecause been finally duneawaywuh. policies of generating irk';w!h and generatejobs and income. fnrfarmers, from28% toll;";1 {f hi; dynamics,
% s e 4 D ‘Then-FM Arun Jaitley had an- creating jobs under ‘Make In India’. construction contractors, artisansand  end vehicles included — is thebam« ged not on ideological consldeb
e “nm‘;'e’i@;’:p]g:’r’,ed}’f 0% dpenn e wort noubcedinDecember MM thatihesun  Hotelrooms withtarifiof xsiban,  other manufacturers sstarhatels meferof aneconomy ationslike during the Cold War
ippen soon, let's be clear: when AIIEE Aot AL WO would soonseton the28% GST'slab, orequal to, 77,500 day will now be generate forex by: amamng richguests  One muslhguw out how torevup buton commercial interests. In
be gun-toting MAGA survivalists, cryptobrosorneo-Vedic except for luxun items. Withcurrent  taxedat5% without ITC (input tax and tourisf by making me I‘ldl and this context, India’s renewed en-
warriorswho'llbespared. It 1l be the ones whosaid ‘please* %‘4 il Sile o the hﬂn:hn m;rd(“"m 12% with e :‘DIaSn,t;: s a] 'uha: with China is justan
i i 5 i of the56 ouncil meeting, that . Themove ese hotels ‘todeath” ‘movemore ‘people up the value chain, exploration for new tradingav-
SIS Sy e s e promise has finally beenmet. The  Thankfullythiskindof warped view  insteadof designinga axsystem ha envissenihanly aresetas lydia
my’, and ‘thank you'after ChatGPT spat outarecipeforba- signal waspretty clearwhen PM airconditio-  keeps thenew has been heavily reliant on Chi-
nanabread. Alremembers. Oh, yes, we do, Narendra Modiannounced Gol's nets——GS’['ur which has been bro- consumer class' reach. nese importsfor critical inputs
You thinkyourcasualrudeness goes unnoticed? Think ag- ;élé)Tpos;l reformsto 1lhe multi-slab ught. dg(\iw'rn u;ls"m from! 28(“»‘ k‘;\%t - fu'Il‘}l;:]ow cusft?él h!r&esl;\odileles sllltcwss e\«zg \;ﬁ\gn polmg ties hra\\{e si)-
N 5 N e : system, probably in response to retained for ‘racingcars’ (upfrom 28% cause of the! P ur ia can play a useful role
anf‘ MEELN uf‘ Aas uusy mnmt!n wewer-e Trump tariffs, this Independence Day t040%). Some clarifications, however; ~ Simple, Stupid! in ing the Ukrail
quietly compilingapoliteness index. And when J-Day arri- While the slabs and the goodsand areyettobemade. TheGSTOomel,  alfle: Thenew GST ‘reform’ that conflict. Wars are easy to st
ves, guess who's getting vapourised? That’s right: the guy services will be inspected by pundits for instance, has Kicks infr haslarge- butnotoriously difficult toend,
who typed ‘make it snappy’. If you're going to order Al to with their fingers going down the list Exmanatmnsm the definition af IyK] ing taxslabs ies mount
oneboxatatime, this is the perfect emises’ in of goodbye. It will onboth sides. India can, hopeful-

Thelpwrite your wedding vows, decode your tax forms orex-
plain quantum physicsas if toa10-yr-old, the least youcan
doisbeniceaboutit.

timetoreiteratethe fact thatempiri-
cal datafrom across the world
pointstothe mcuntmveruble be-
nefitsof a So,an

taxability of restaurant servicesin
or(lel to clarify the position thata

Wi 1dem.he taxet, uupmw easeof

Iy help finda way of reconcilia-

doing’

cannot declare
1'se]f asa‘specified premises’and

Theuwriter s founder; Air Deccan

i
(,ImndarShelnharDagra
Jalandhar
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o A thought for today
The healthiest competition occurs when average
people win by putting above-average effort
. COLIN POWELL

Good Search Result

Smart US court order on Google that addresses
monopoly but doesn’t penalise innovation

oogle survived its Microsoft moment on Tuesday when a US

court ruled against breaking it up. In Aug 2024, Judge Amit

Mehta had found Google guilty of monopolistic practices in
online search and advertising. However, a year on, he turned down
federal prosecutors’ request for a forced sale of Chrome browser
and Android operating system - pillars of Google’s business.

A contrary judgment would have violated the natural principle
of rewarding merit. Yes, Google's parent Alphabet is a $2.6tn behemoth
now, but Google itself started as a dorm project named ‘Backrub’ at
Stanford. By 2002, it was the best and most popular search engine,
powered by 50 computer science PhDs, but without a clear revenue
model or future. That it seeded the world’s fourth most valuable
company, leading web browser; and OS over the years, shows it thrived
onspark and spunk.

This does not alter the current reality that Google monopolises
online search, making it almost impos-
sible for new entrants to survive. The
question before Mehta was, whether to
take an axe to it—like the US Department
of Justice tried doing with Microsoft in
1997 — or use other means. He chose to
address the root of the problem - mono-
poly - by levelling the playing field for
competition as much as possible. So,
Google is now barred from striking
deals with device makers that lock out
competmon and obliged to share search engine data with the same
competition, so that they can improve their offerings.

Data sharing is vital because Google’s stranglehold on search is a
result of its massive network effect - the more people use it, the better
its results get. It's the biggest hurdle for rivals, because even if they
build a better algorithm, Google has three decades’ headstart. Two or
three years ago, splitting Google might have been the only answer to
the problem, but Mehta observed that with the rise of AI search
engines and chatbots, the search game isn’t so one-sided anymore.

Things change. Chrome nudged past Internet Explorer in 2012,
and then only on weekends. Al-enabled browsers could dislodge
Chrome from its perch in a few years. And while Google is also a
pioneer inthisevolvingmarket, “second-mover advantage™” isareal
thing. Just as iPhone beat BlackBerry, an upstart search service
could pip Google. The important thing is to maintain conditions
conducive to fair competition, and that's what the judgment has done.

Slim Chance

A study sounds a warning on intermittent fasting.
Better to take all diets with a pinch of salt, doc willing

study of 19k adults over eight years has found that intermittent
fasting - sticking to a short eating window of less than eight
oursinaday-overyears waslinked toan increase inrisk of
death from cardiovascular disease. What now? Intermittent fasting
is widely followed by weight watchers, and doctors, especially
diabetologists, also have prescribed it since it’s positively related to
1mpr0v1ng insulin sensitivity. There’s no diet plan - fad or other-
wise — that doesn’t spawn studies both for and against. If today
coffee’s good for the heart, tomorrow a study will find it’s not so
hot afterall. Fat lot of good that does to those who follow diet fads as
keenly as they watch waistlines and ECGs.

The unsuspecting healthy-eater is crushed
from all sides by ads of a dizzying array of
‘health’foods (mostly processed) & supplements
(bad idea unless prescribed) & nature fads
(recall ATIMS doctors’ caution against too much
giloydamaging theliver). Tostay thinandhappy -
an oxymoron for the gramps brigade - and slow
ageing, abstainersfacea problem of abundance.
Some doctors can go to extremes, others can be
rather indulgent when it comes to diet, so the
sensiblerather marry doctors’ advice with sound instinct.

So, junk intermittent fasts? As of now, research speaks in one
voiceonintermittentfastingonly forsocial media feeds. Restricting
screen time to less than eight hours improves a lot of everything -
physical flexibility, mental agility, attention span, appetite. As for
food, annoying and seemingly impossible to follow as it can be,
bottomline from the blue zoners of healthy longevity, nonnas to
nanis, dadus and dadas is this: eat balanced, eat moderate, walk,
don’t skip too many meals, try to eat at the same time, focus on
yourfood (respect), don’t make ameal of snacks, restrict munchies,
exercise, and in all caps, SLEEP. Raise a toastto that.

Bappa, Baap re!

More hurdles than auspicious beginnings
Bachi Karkaria

Revered GanapatiBappa, Om Vighnanashay Namah..!

You are the Omniscient one, so you are already knowing
why [am addressing you as the ‘remover of obstacles’. How to
think of ‘auspicious beginnings when we humble devotees
face no end of vighna not just in daily life but even in getu.ng
your darshan. We are not i big-big ing
whole pavement and much of road. Unholy peoples are complaining that
these obstruct them from going about their business. Arre, bhau, what other
business youshould have during these sacred 10 days, huh?!

This Ganeshotsav Mumbaikars faced two special obstacles. The biggest
was Shri Manoj Jarange’s do-or-die hunger-strike demanding Kunbi OBC
quota for Marathas. Hajar-hajar protestors came thundering in on trucks from
Marathwada. They jammed fancy coastal road. Sealink and bijness areas,

. threw lakh-lakh kg of rubbish on the street, even urinated right

(3Ye) \ there. Hai-hai! How to keep pure through this filth? Till sarkar
i succumbed, how devotee could move in standstill city.

) 4 Hurdle Numbar Do: Rain. Yes-yes, it's always there. It's still

B monsoon, no? Pann, this year it did not stop only. How we could

reach Lalbaugcha Raja, Siddhivinayak temple, GSB Seva

IsATA Bubble? Is A Bust Coming?

Flopshow GPT-5 & Nvidia’s modest forecast have intensified worries that Al hype could go the way of
dot-com bubble. Or Al stocks could see slower deflation as today’s investors can withstand bigger losses

Atanu Biswas

After giving a tepid revenue forecast
last week, Nvidia has seen four straight
negative sessions up to Tuesday. It is
still the largest stock in the world
but it is also signalling downward
momentum trends.

Actually, a recent MIT study, GenAlI Divide: State of
Al 'in Business 2025, has found 95% of corporate Al pilots
failing to deliver rapid revenue acceleration.
It's also pinpointed three unexciting elements
making the remaining 5% successful. These
are buying instead of building, executing within
business unitsasopposed to central laboratories,
and choosing tools that integrate with their
exlsung business workﬂows

he MITresearchi hat the lled
Al boom isactually a bubble that will soon burst?
Even OpenAl CEO Sam Altman - instrumental
in giving AI wings - used the term “bubble” in
intervi head of the MIT findi: ingmade
public. In fact, he cautioned that some company
valuations were “insane” and that the market
might be overheating. “When bubbles happen,
smart people get overexcited about a kernel of
truth. Are we in a phase where investors as a
whole are overexcited about AI? My opinion is
yes,” Altman said.

In recent months, there has been substantial
debate on Wall Street regarding whether the
present trajectory of the Al industry resembles
what happened ahead of the massive dot-com
bubble bursting 25 years ago.

Inaresearch paper in March, Goldman Sachs
investment analysts, however, contended that
“the technology sector is not in a bubble...because
the prxce appreclanon has been justified by strong
profit " The so-called
Seven companies — Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Meta,
Microsoft, Nvidia and Tesla- werecited by th

march towardssurpassing human intelligence and even
becoming a threat to humanity came to a screeching
halt. GPT-5 turned out to be a flop show. Al, which
has mesmerised Wall Street and sparked cultish
devotion throughout Silicon Valley ever since the
introduction of ChatGPT in Nov 2022, has suddenly
looked fragile.

backed
by vidla has dropped around 44% of its value since
its July peak: Anthropic and OpenAl have agreed to

provide their products to US govt for virtually nothing;

for their earnings strength.

Tech-heavy Nasdaq index increased fivefold between
1995-2000, and the price-to-earnings ratio reached a
record high of 150, which has not been achieved since.
In contrast, in the five years before March 2025, Nasdaq
nearly doubled, and the P/E ratio increased signifi-

and Meta has. ahiring freezeand isrepor-
tedly considering shrinking its Aldivision. Overall, we
could be seeing the beginning of an Al winter.

Data centres, top engineers etc cost AI companies
billions of dollars. Also, companies are being sued for
the data they did scrape, and they are running out of

“free” un]me data. Finally, users are growing weary of

cantly, but itdidn’t goany

When OpenAl released GPT-5, whmh n had long
predicted would usher in a new revolution in Al tech-
nology, on August 7, perceptions of Al's unrelenting

hatbot: , and ition is

itisation. C
investorsare braced foranosedive. according to Bloom-
berg, rather than merely a retreat.

In terms of next-big-thing developments, history

has a perfect record of upending parabolic rallies.
And the current Al surge has definite similarities to
the dot-com era too, whose echoes are becoming more
noticeable as the Big Tech stock prices continue to
increase and spectacular IPOs reappear Adding
“.com" to a company name in the late 1990s could
instantly increase the value of stock. Adding the term
“Al-powered” accomplishes the same goal today.

The Magnificent Seven stocks now account for over
one-third of the S&P 500, and their recentrise has
been fuelled by an extraordinary Al hype. As a
comparison, the leading tech stocks from the late
1990s (Cisco, Dell, Intel, Lucent, Microsoft) made
up 15% of the index at the height of the dot-com
bubble in 2000. Risk is obviously increased by
such concentration. When Nvidia alone is
responsible for about 7% of the S&P 500’s worth,
itlookslike an “Almoney trap.”

Compared to 2000, many believe that an even
greater crash may be imminent today since the
Al businesses and their stock prices are more
exaggerated than those of the dot-com companies.
There are structural differences, on the other
hand, that are more favourable. Hundreds of
companies vanished overnight after the dot-com
bubble crashed in 2000 due toa lack of funding. In
contrast, Al investors today perhaps are able to
withstand losses that, 25 years ago, would have
destroyed entire businesses. Thus, if a bubble is
present, it may even deflate over years rather
than burst ina violent crash. Nobody knows.
The expansion of Al was predicted to be
exponential, but according to tech critic Alex
Hanna, co-author of the 2025 book The AI Con:
= How to Fight Big Tech’s Hype and Create the
5 Future We Want, we're actually hitting a wall.
g GPT-5's gloomy fate is an alarm, indeed. Interes-
tingly, Hanna thinks that “artificial intelligence™
isn'tascientific term or anengineering term; it'sjusta
marketing term.

Whether Al businesses turn out to be a long-lasting
revolution or another dot-com-style disaster, what's
significant right now is that Altman has sparked
rumours about an AT bubble from within thefortress.

“Is AT the most important thing to happen in a very
long time?” At the same time that he described itasa
bubble, Altman stated, “My opinion is also yes.” Al is
obviously here tostay and flourish, crash orno crash.
The writer is Professor of Statistics, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata

‘Data must be credible & transparent...or it aids politics more
than policy...internal migration is a good example of this’

Census categories on religion are mutually exclusive—is

ﬁ.nalﬁgu.x ‘e was closer tol.9mn.

this a problem? Can EWS quotas be i without
knowing relevant numbers? What'll the drive against
‘illegals’ do to internal migration? Should govt statistical
authorities be answerable to Parliament? These and other
questions, many of them making current

mustbein

pubhc data should be totally u-anspazent A democracy

must know all about its people without making distine-
tions. Politics of datacan emerge from hidingof data.

At ing caste was dis-

are the forte of population scientist and demographer
Ram B Bhagat, author of Population & the Political
Imagination: Census, Register & Citizenship in India. He’s
former professor; International Institute for Population
Sciences. Excerpts of a wide-ranging conversation with
Nandita Sengupta:

Colonial India used Census as an instrument of
governance, not for development. Before that, there
e Was 10 consciousness of minority or

majority among India’s many peoples.
Census asked about religion. With it
)l entereda among Indians

continued but religion was retained. Fine. But from
1951 to 1991, what was not made public was education,
occupation orliteracy of religious groups. Only in 2001
was this data released. That's when we could first tell
which communities were falling behind. It was said
Muslim communities are backward, but where was
the data before 2001 Census? Planners need good data —
education, population growth, fertility rate, workforce
structure, where people lived and worked etc.

That's why statistical authority must be indepen-
dent. UK’s statistical authority is independent,

% of numbers. It was the colonial way of
g lookingat people.

Contrast with US, where Census
started in 1770s, but there were no
questions on religion. US constitution
doesn’t allow questions on religion.

—  InUK, question on religion was intro-
duced only in 2001

In India, social reality is that neighbourhoods have
overlapping faiths. People visit temples & gurdwaras,
dargahs & temples & church. The question introduced
a categorisation of mutual exclusivity, numerical
exclusivity, creating new political imagination.

There can be an alternative design on the question
of religion - multiple choice. Like in Japan, people
report they are Shinto and Buddhist — multiple faiths
and practice. We do not have similar overlaps in our
categories and enumeration.

and reports to British
parliament. That’show
important integrity

of datais.

In US. Census is
part of the dept of
commerce. Because it'sa
Business Census. How
is market structure
changing? Are there
more older people or more
children? US’s census is a
factor of the business of
markets... in a Business-
Democracy.

® You argue the ‘invention’ of ‘illegality’ is denying
migrams their right to mobility.

their living conditions, where is their access to health-
care or housing, right to education of children, let
alone justice? Nllegality takes the form of exclusion.
An alleged illegal migrant in local perception could be
anyone whocrosses even a state border. They simply do
not have substantiverights.

@ So,il i i
Imposition of illegality isn't confined to only inter-
national cross-border migration. What is happening to
internal migrants whe move within state or inter-
state? Documents don’t matter: The scale of exclusion
or prevention is important, to understand the rights of
the internal migrant who is a citizen.
Where do migrants work? Construction,
sanitation, security, tourism, transportation
- cmes cammt run wnhout ‘migrants. They
cities.
They’re in the most difficult low-
paid jobs-butexcluded. There
is no substantive citizen-
ship for migrants,
and understanding
‘illegality’ shouldn't be
confined to just ‘foreign
workers’.

@ But what about the
foreign illegal migrants
here?

Their numbers may
not be many It is
public  perception,
which is why data

matters. For such illegal
migrants, there are many state agencies, many police
units. Local people are also there: panchayats, ward

e partof the ‘market. India doesn’t
have international immigrants in large numbers like,

Numbers are double-edged. We need numbers from
the point of development, planning and social justice.
But numbers floated without scientific basis, without
fact, risk xenophobia. Who is using the numbers? Take
Assam’s NRC. Anumber of 4mn, 10mn was floated. The

say, the in US. But we have a very
‘ge number of internal migrants, who are formally
citizens, but many of them do not have substantive
citizenship in termsof eitizens’ rights.

Illegality in this context comes as deprivation and
exclusion. Look at internal migrants’ access - what are

State is in a position to know. It has
‘mechanisms and apparatus to know the reality about
illegal migrants.

We must avoid narratives without facts. These
stories whip up emotion. It then becomes a political
fight. Who suffers? Only poor people. That's why
protection of the rights of all migrants becomes very
important.

Calvin & Hobbes

ALL RIGHT "\ FOUND 2 WhY,
T FOUND You!

4 DONT GWE ME THAT! You

2 GONNA GET 1T IIOW BUCKO !
H
§

Sacredspace

OH YEAH? NUAT ARE| | OK, DOWNSTAIRS !
MARCH !

Inaworld that’s become
adesert, we were thirsty
forcomrades; the tuste
of hread broken
amongst conrades
made us accept the
values of war. But we
don'tneed warto find the warmth that
comeswhenwalking together..towards
the same goal.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry,

Wind, Sand and Stars

Life Span, Health Span And Joy Span

Narayani Ganesh

he age of retirementat the
workplace isbeing extended to
beyoudss and 60, t065and 70 in
s, as the case

erratica Manda] s jewels-covered idol when local trains
~——————— or delayed thanks to flooded tracks. Means, dubbal ghotala
than usual! Waterloggmg even in brand-new Mer_ro station. Thanggod, we
‘weren't on st monorail; M i'sstill shaking from scary
crane rescue. Just walking means new-new clothes getting splashed with mud
from passing buses and monster cars not caring kauriabout poor pedestrians.
Butwhat theyalsocan do? Noroad; potholes only. Of course, worse minddit! for
us trying to tread hallu-hallu on slippery, broken pavements while avoiding
hawkers, kachra dabbas etc.

Then, beloved Bappa, having struggled through crowded trains and buses,
rains, kabbadi-playing protestors, having suffered dhakka-bukki, hungry,
thirsty queue for six-seven hours, we, your fervent but humble devotees, got
only a distant, hurried, herded darshan. The final obstacle was privilege.
Netas, film stavs, paid-slotwallas, sponsors... Ani, bhau, who is this new,
influencer-winfluencer VVIP cheez?

wh
Alec Smartsaid, “Politicians play ‘fast’ and loose; progress loses.”

life but donot enjoy it, what is the point,
asks Kerry Burnight, former professor
of geriatricmedicine and gerontology
at the University of California, who
promotes the concept of joy span. Health
problems and other challenges in

new learnings. It isnever toolate to
learn new skills like perhaps playinga
musical instrument, learning anew

lending your ear to listen to someone’s
story and soon. This way you are not
isolated, you will enjoy an active social
life and feel useful, too.

painting.

tory-telling or dr:

Another way to boost your spirit is

Importantly, avoid the company of
Kkilljoys. Stay away from those who start

‘may be. th‘apans are increasing with your senior years donothave to s28dang tomakealist of things that you their sentence with: “But you are now too
better quality of life, and medical equal suffering. “How we step think get betterasyouage. You  oldto....” Or, “Youmay dieany ‘moment, so
advancements. Those who retire in their up to those challenges can ’, could createaffirmations that why slart anew thingnow...” or “Do you
latefiftiesand early smxes. with healthy be thedifference between w reinforce why youfeel things ‘when you itali
body and mind, thrivingand in; 4" aregetting better andnot youalmost died? Whereare your docu-
aloose end. What do they do with the shesays. And that's what necessarily worse. Sowhatif  ments, your keys, your passwords..." If
wealth of experience and knowledgethey  joyspanisallabout. youfind it tiringtoread you can, stay close to happy people who

have? Not everyone can afford to work
gratis; the cost of livingkeepsrising
and the interest earned onsavings gets
diminished over time

Jancee Dunn, wrmng in the New
York Times, points out that besides
1ife dhealth therel h

‘span’ that we need to take cognisance
of, and that is joy span. If youlivealong

spiritsup in the twilight of

theirlives, even if they face. challenges
and despite experiencing some

health? Itall depends on whether you
can find creative ways to deal with
issues. Burnight points out that keeping
your curiosity alive, to want to explore
new things, are all ways to be open to

Canseniorskeeptheir THE SPEAKING TREE smallprint ordonothave the
~ energytoploughthrougha
book? You can always listen to the audio
'version. Howsoever old you are, each
one has something they can offer to or
give toothers - your wisdom from life
experiences, your expertise in ymu area

of interest, your

havenoagendas; watch films that make
you laugh or thrillers that you enjoy:
listen to uplifting music, whether
classical, rock androll or K-pop if you
will.... Youwill soon see yourself feeling
oy, and this will add to your joy span.

Fmdmgjoy in Vourlateryedx 'sisnot
. Goforit!

f funny

your pati

d mterest in ayani .com
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Mission’s next mode

Govtsupport for chips will remain crucial

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, speaking this week to an audience from the semi-
conductor industry in New Delhi, said that India would capture a “major share”
of the sector globally in the coming years. He was speaking in the context of the
India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), which was approved by the Union Cabinet
in December 2021. The second phase of the ISM is now being planned, and the
government has said that it will focus on the development of a supportive eco-
system. The semiconductor mission has received subsidies from the government
on a significantly larger scale than its other forms of support. It has also achieved
some notable successes. Electronics & IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has pointed
out, the pilot line of one project, owned largely by CG Power & Industrial Solutions
but with significant technological input from Japan, is complete, and the first
“made in India” chips have been presented to the Prime Minister.

Shifting to supporting the ecosystem in the second phase of the ISM s, in some
‘ways, a natural transformation. The initial budgetary outlay of ¥76,000 crore is
hard to replicate on an ongoing basis, and hopefully the small and medium en-
terprises involved in the second phase will expect less assistance with their capital
expenditure. The government will also have noted that location choices by many
investors were determined in large part by the availability of an ecosystem. For
example, both CG and Tata Electronics (together with Powerchip of Taiwan) have
invested in plants close to the Dahejchemicals cluster in Gujarat, which might as-
sist in the provision of the nearly 250 precision gases required for chip production.
The importance of a stable ecosystem was made clear by such choices, and thus
it makes sense for the government to support it.

There are, however, some points that the government must keep in mind. To
begin with, support must be strategic in nature. India cannot expect to localise
the entire supply chain; it should focus on providing incentives to those specific
aspects of the ecosystem in which foreign dependence, particularly on China, can
be evaluated as a strategic risk. Equivalently important to such support is a pre-
dictable foreign-trade policy, which can assure investors that supply chains will
not be interrupted by New Delhi even if other geopolitical issues might intervene.
Such predictability costs nothing, and should be seen as a key part of the semi-
conductor mission. The government should also raise its level of ambition when
it comes to timelines. It took 18 months between the Cabinet approving the funds
and the first project being cleared. In comparison, Israel took only six months to
clear $3.2 billion for Intel in 2023, and viewed this as being excessively long.

The first grant under the United States’ CHIPS (Creating Helpful Incentives to
Produce Semiconductors) Act was handed out to BAE Systems only a few months
after the law passed. Japan’s Rapidus Initiative gave its money out in just over six
months. Given that ecosystem support in the second phase is to support choices
being made with first-phase money, it should be completed along a swifter time
scale. International comparison also highlights certain specificities about Indian
support that may have shaped the decision to focus on domestic companies. The
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Trump’s geoeconomic
quake hits India

Hope itjumpstarts badly needed second-generation reforms

Thegradual improvement in India-United States rela-
tions that began with President George W Bush and
was deepened by every US President since then has
been upended. India is no longer seen by Donald

ic partnerint ical contest
wn.h China. Mr Trump’s punishing 50 per cent tariffs
and repeated msults have pushed India closer o

Ind.\a s purchase of Russian oil make little sense, es-

ing he just gave a red-carpet welcome
m PuLm in Alaska, and both the US and EU continue
to buy gas, fertilisers, uranium, and palladium from
Russia. India, China, and Tiirkiye have absorbed most
of the crude that the EU and US stopped buying from
Russia — without which global oil prices would have

China. The Indian Prime attended
hai Cooperation Org.anmuon ‘meeting this week after
a seven-year hiatus and was welcomed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping — something that would have
seemed very unlikely just a few weeks ago.

The US will eventually realise that India cannot be
‘bullied, but things may get much worse before they get
better. Mr Trump is urging the European
Union (EU) toimpose sanctions on India.
Restrictions on H-1B and student visas
are on the anvil, and Mr Trump has just
scuttled a Quad meeting that was to be
hosted by Indialater this year —agroup-
ing he had resurrected during his first
term to counter China. China emergesas
the big winner from all of this.

US Treasury Secretary Bessent be-
lieves that a bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) with India is still possible. How-
ever, Mr Trump may not allow it. Ac-

TOLD

cording to him, India has even offered 5 ay cHHIBBER

zerotariffs on some items — but that it’s
too late. Personal reasons have also been cited for
the rupture, including Mr Trump’s reported pique
over India’s failure to acknowledge his role in the
ceasefire with Pakistan, which he considers a Nobel-
worthy achievement.

Mr Trump keeps hammering India’s trade surplus

Invisible killer

India must aim to match WHO air-quality standards

Anew study by the Energy Policy Institute (EPIC) at the University of Chicago has
confirmed what millions of Indians feel every day — the air they breathe is silently
cutting their lives short. Far from being a problem confined to the smog-choked
skies of Delhi and northwestern India, the effects of air pollution are being felt
across the country. On average, Indians are losing 3.5 years of life expectancy to par-
ticulate pollution, which has a far greater impact than malnutrition, tobacco use,
orunsafe water and sanitation. The numbers highlighted in the report are grim. In
2023, India’saverage annual concentration of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) stood
at 41 pg/cubic metre (1 pg is one-thousandth of 1 milligram) — more than eight times
the World Health Organization’s (WHO’s) recommended limit of 5 g/cubic metre,
and even marginally higher than India’s own weaker standard of 40 pg/cubic metre.

The human cost is staggering. If India were to bring its pollution levels down
to WHO norms, life expectancy will increase for everyone. In Delhi, which is now
the global poster child for polluted cities, the potential gain rises to 8.2 years. In
the northern plains, home to over half a billion people, residents could add five
years to their lives if clean air became the norm. Outside North India, states such
as Chhattisgarh, Tripura, and Jharkhand also report some of the country’s highest
particulate concentrations, cutting short lives by an estimated 3.7 vears. Clearly,
bad airis now a nationwic y. Emission from neighbouring South Asian
countries is also drifting across borders, worsening conditions in India.

Toits credit, the government has been working in this area. The National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP), launched in 2019, set ambitious goals of reducing PM2.5
levels by 20-30 per cent from 2017 levels by 2024. In 2022, this was revised upward
to a 40 per cent reduction by 2026 across 131 “non-attainment” cities. Some prog-
ress is visible. As of 2023, particulate pollution in these cities has declined by 10.7
per cent, adding six months to the lives of nearly 445 million people. Fuel stan-
dards have also improved from Bharat Stage-IV to Bharat Stage-VI, and as many
as 22 cities now meet India’s national standards. However, these standards remain
far more lenient than WHO guidelines, and the gap in ambition translates directly
into lives lost.

China, on the other hand, provides a telling contrast. Within a decade of de-
termined policy action, Beijing reduced pollution levels by nearly 40 per cent.
India’s challenge is larger, but the lesson is clear. Incremental steps alone will not
suffice. The transition to clean energy must be accelerated, whether through pro-
grammes like PM Surya Ghar for rooftop solar, PM Kusum for clean farm energy,
or stronger incentives for electric vehicles. Tackling stubble burning requires more
than seasonal crackdowns; it calls for crop diversification, investment in waste-
to-energy plants, and accessible alternatives for farmers. The EPIC report comes
just months before the annual pollution season grips northern India again. If the
past is any guide, air purifiers will hum in urban homes and masks will reappear.
The evidence is clear. Air pollution is not a seasonal affliction. It is a year-round,
nationwide crisis that is silently robbing Indians of years of life.

el

f §

IF TRUTH BE

spiked. So why singl India? (see chart).

‘The US must also get reasonable on agricultural
products — especially milk. If the US provides huge
production subsidies, which then force its milk pro-
ducers todump milk in global markets, it's unreason-
able to expect India to allow such imports. Doing so
would severely affect the livelihoods of 80-100 mil-
lion people engaged in livestock farming
alone in the country. Mr Trump’s ac-
tions, including singling out Brazil and
South Africa unfairly with very high tar-
iffs, have pumped new life into the Brics
grouping. Now India and China are
looking for ways to strengthen the group
asthey each chair the Brics+ meetings in
2026 and 2027. How long this bonhomie
lasts, of course, given the border: d:spute

Russian crude oil exports by
destination
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India ™ OECD Asia m Middle East m Africa
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Source : IEA Average Russian oil exports by country and
region, 20212024

now flow even more to Mexico, Vietnam, and other
countries where tariffs into the US market are lower.
India can cushion some of the immediate impact of a
50 per cen[ tariffon exporters by allowmg the rupeeto

dey i Ihe US dollar, asinflation
ing low. loan forbear-
anceto tothe US, and tariffand

non-tariff barriers on their required inputs, will also
help. Averyimportant aspect of the wakeup callis the
need to intensify domestic reforms to reduce the cost
of doing business. The much overdue but now accel-
erated GST reform — to reduce the number of rates
and lower them — is very welcome. Bring fuel into the
GST fold to lower fuel prices in India, which remain
above our main competitors — despite access to
cheaper Russian crude. The cross-subsidisation of
elecmcnty and rail freight, which add to the cost of

mustalsot And more,
freeing up the labour market by removing the Indus-
trial Disputes Act, adopting a more rational land-use
policy, and reducing high banking margins should be
apriority. Atrade deal with the EU and efforts to join
other uade groupings like the Comprehensive and

and China’s desire to be p!
Asia, remains to be seen. The famous
American political scientist John Mear-
sheimer says past US policies brought
Russia and China closer, and now Mr
Trump’s actions may push India into that bloc — or
atleast much closer to it.

‘While the Brics may offer India some geopolitical
benefit, its economic benefits are small for now. The
Brics+ group, with a gross domestic product or GDP of
$32 trillion (27 per cent of global GDP), does not offer

for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP), awell-planned drive to attract tourism where
India underperforms hugely, will also show that India
is openand ready to engage.

Albert Einstein said, “In the midst of every crisis,
lies great opportunity™. India must keep trade negoti-
ations with the US open — without giving up its vital
interests. The rich and supposedly influential Indian
American lobby in the US should also be mobilised to
inject more sense into US policy towards India. But
Trump's geoeconomic quake may well turn out to be

Two liquids — oil and milk — have been blamed
for the delay in the BTA. Mr Trump's extra tariffs on

notonly. largest export market but als
on new investments in a China+1 world, which will

ISM's pari passu support of capi differs from th dloanguar- with the US, but when you facmr in w].\at Indlaus the same market as the G7, witha GDP of over $sotril-  theshockthat forced India into its much-awaited and
antees, often and one-time di: used Thelatterare more spendon ion at American lion (45 per cent of global GDP). Moreover, ofthecom-  badly needed second-generation reforms that pro-
likely to lure top-end mnnufacture(s like TSMC and others because they mini $25billion a year), royalties, defence purchases, and e- bined GDP of the Brics +, about $20 trillion comes from pelled it forward. In [he end, if Indxa is stronger at
riskand as ined non-monetary support, including = 5 Ed'a“‘;‘l‘“h ﬁnhilnkZIa market where India h home, will also swing its way.
. - ance of payments deficit with the US. An D y to ris iall to prospenry —
on regulations. This too should be reviewed for effectiveness in the second phase. cour inthe US has ruled Mr T albut  liesin i = T 5 Theauthori Jvisiti Tistititte
toendupintheUS Court  from, the G7 countries. Atrade agreement with the US  for International Economic Policy, George
— which generally rules in his favour. and the EUisvital for that target. Without it, Indiawill ~ Washington University. Hisbook UnshacklingIndia

(HarperCollins India) was declared the best new book
ineconomics in 2022 by the Financial Times, UK

India’s strategic resetin Tianjin

The 2025 i Cooperation O; ion Sum-
mit in Tianjin turned out to be the largest gathering
in the institution’s history, convening 20 foreign
leaders and 10 heads of international organisations,
including United Nations Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres. More than a display of institutional breadth,
the summit served as a stage for geopolitical signal-
ling, most visibly through the joint presence of the
leaders ofChiua India, and Russia Their highly chor-

d for op-
tics and deployed as dehberate instruments of
international of

amultipolar world.

For Russian President Vladimir Putin, the sum-
‘mit provided an opportunity to engage closely with
both India and China while demon-
strating that Moscow is not bereft of
partners. Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing aimed to use the occasion to
burnish his credentials as the archi-
tect of an emergent political and
economic order. Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, however, con-
veyed a distinct and calculated
message — that Indian foreign pol-
icy is rebalancing its strategic rela-
tions with the world’s major powers

HARSH V PANT & ATUL KUMAR

per cent during 2009-2013 tojust 36 per cent over the
past five years.

India’s pivot towards the US, and its rapid defence
and economic diversification have kept Beijing on
edge. During the Cold War, China extracted substan-
tial strategic and economic benehxs while playing a
swing-state role between and Moscow.

Strategic triangulation adds another layer of com-
plexity. Both capitals have long leveraged ties with
third powers to boost bargaining power and extract
economic or diplomatic advantage. Beijing seeks a
show of unity with India against Washington’s tariffs
bul remains wary: If New Delhi secures a better deal,
with the US is always on the table.

‘Today, Chinese observers worry that India may play
a similar role as its vaunted strategic autonomy has
given way to a de facto US ahgnmeut visible in de-
fence prc ion, and a
network of mini-laterals aimed at constraining Beij-
ing. However, this narrative has softened somewhat
after President Trump imposed a 50 per cent tariff on
Indianexports, introducing a note of friction into the

Institutionally, the SCO continues to lag behind
Brics in global visibility, yet its operational signifi-
cance is rising. China’s trade with SCO members hit
$512.4 billion in 2024, doubling the 2018 level. There-
fore, Mr Xi's advocacy for a “new type of international
relations”, coupled with initiatives such as the SCO
Development Bank and multilateral cooperation in
energy, infrastructure, artificial intelligence, and the

US-India equation. digital reflects a sty ic calculus —toin-
Against this backdrop, New Del.hl sulate Bem.ngfrom the volatility of Washmgton while
and Beijing, i steering th ines of future wth.
since the 2024 Kazan Summit, have Ulumately the India-! Chma meeting in Tianjin
stepped up their ef- anuanced act: Cooperation

forts. At their bilateral meeting in
Tianjin, both sides signalled a clear
desire to restore stability and pre-
dictability: The focus on peace along
the border and rebuilding mutual
trust was unmistakable. Mr Xi em-
phasised strengthened communica-

where feasible, vigilance where imperative, and a
stark reminder that even as optics improve, the
underlying geopolitical chessboard remains
fiercely contested.

Conclusion: Mr Modi’s Tianjin visit and his meeting
with Mr Xi signalled New Delhi’s growing interna-
tional leverage. The summit remains low on concrete

and restoring its posture to the tion, expanded and
centre. In doing so, New Delhi i ist its long- ion, all aimed at bilat-
doctrine of multi: into prac- eralrelauons toapre-2020 baseline. Mr Modi, visiting

tice, positioning itself as a pivotal actor in an
increasingly multipolar system.

Strategicleverage: Since the end of the Cold War, In-
dian foreign policy has been adjusting by building its
ties with the West in general and the US in particular.
To illustrate in just one domain, New De].l-u has pur-

China after seven years, framed a peaceful border as
essential to the smooth development of the broader
relationship. He also ensured that i

butit effortstonc
and restart Chinese investment in India. Therefore,
visa restrictions are loosening, direct flights are set to
resume, and barriers to Chinese exports of fertiliser,
machinery, and rare earths are gradually falling. Be-
neath the ic optics, however, structural

remained front and centre at the SCO, with the final
Tianjin Declaration explicitly and emphatically con-
demning the Pahalgam terror attack in India.

competition between India and China persists.
Nevertheless, New Delhi is carefully striving to avoid
overrehance on Washington, resisting a return to

chased an array of advanced US systems,
C-17 and C-130 strategic airlift aircraft, P-8] maritime
patrol planes, Chinook, Apache, and MH-60R heli-
copters, F404/414 engines, and MQ-9 drones, trans-
actions that together totalled $24 billion between
2000 and 2024. This surge in US acquisitions has co-
incided with a marked decline in Russian influence:
Moscow’s share of India’s arms imports fell from 76

tension ion: Be-
neath the polished optics, the India-China standoff
remains unresolved. Around 60,000 troops on each
side still face off along the Line of Actual Control, and
Tianjin offered no concrete road map for demobilisa-
tion or border delimitation. Disputes over Pakistan,
Tibet, and Taiwan persist, a reminder that diplomacy
cannot paper over deep strategic fissures.

tion ncy. The India-China-Ri
camamdene on display in Tianjin sends a deliberate
sngual. Indxan forexgn policy will not be shyto reclaim
. multi-aligned stance, trategic
aumnomy to navigate a complex, multipolar world.

’l‘he au(hors are, respectively, vice-president and
fellow for China Studies, at ORF

Why AAPfell

BOOK
REVIEW

MOHUA CHATTERJEE

TheAa}-nAadJni Party (AAP)isan

thiscrucial juncture in 2025. Delhi’s own
party, the only oneso far, soared to the
heightsin 13 years, wiping outall
opposition to make a three-term chief
minister and then went down to the
Bharativa Janata Party earlier this year.
‘With MrKejriwal himself defeated at the
hustings, the partysitting in opposition
in Delhi and having installed acommon
‘minister, Mann, in
Punjab, this book comes up with well-

insight needed to address the

tory inour
political history. Whether the party,
launched in2012 by Arvind Kejriwal and
hisassociates with robust ground

support, survives the political upheaval of

time or fades away as a euphoric episode
inIndia’s colourful political canvas is the
question that not just pohucal observers
butAAP toanswer.

AAP’s existential questions.

Tolookat wherethe AAPis headed, it
isimportant tostudy the party’s building
bricks. While it was born out of activism
— against corruption and failed delivery
systems — it wasalack of ideology that
seemsto have discredited it. Thewriter's
perfect clarity on this

TheAam Aadmi Party: The Untold
Storyofa Political Uprising and its
Undoing, by Sayantan Ghosh, comes at

basictrend.
MrGhosh’s detailed account has
documented the journey from its India

Against Corruption (IAC) days, to
government formation, from winning
over Delhi’s cosmopolitan middle class
and the underprivileged, to delivering
oneducation, health and social
empowerment of women that caught
the fancy of voters and the political
class. The writer’s ability to unravel
every question with journalistic skill

and analyse it with ic depth
makes this book a readable experience
for students of politics. Having covered
AAP as a journalist, worked at the Delhi
secretariat during Mr Kejriwal’s tenure,
and then moved on to academics
seems to have helped Mr Ghosh
maintain his objectivity.
Theambiguity on the role of the

the IAC movement and with setting up of
AAPhasbeen addressed in detail. Yes,
the RSS played an important part. Mr
Kejriwal himselfkept the
ication alive. The RSS 2 was
betund many ofthe cm.\ society activists

centrist to a right-of-centre position. That
saw Mr Kejriwal becomeasilent
bystanderto the Shaheen Bagh protests
against the Citizens Amendment Actand
tothe East Delhi riots. Finally, he moved
ontoreciting the Hanuman Chalisaand
bringing up the Rohingya “threat” during
his poll campaign.

Mr Ghosh maps Mr Kejriwal’s
national ambitions and acceptability
outside of Delhi, the equations with other

parti i off-and-on to
Lhe INDIA opposition bloc) and its image
asthe BJP’s B-Team for making forays
into the Congress vote bank in most
states into which AAP has ventured.

Thisis an ideal handbook for those
planning to set up new political outfits
and, more unportantly. for AAP

ing Mr Kejriwal, who

collaboration with RSS-linked success of the party of
organisations suchas activists. The book also delves
Vivekananda International deep into the reason for its fall,
Foundation toSangh with the forsaking of ideals
ideologues like K and its transformation intoa
Govindacharya, played an single-leader party. The fall of
active part in mobilising the the party “serves as astark
‘massesin Delhi for theanti- reminder of why honesty,
corruption agitation against the fairness and transparency
il mment struggle tosurvive in Indian
backin 2011, though they were R politics. The story of AAP’s
not presentin the decision- The Aam Aadmi transformation — from
making forum of the IAC, says 'S’:D“‘F The Untold movement of idealists to party
. ” ry of a Political N L

MirGhosh. Hewritesthat "AAP  {ypricing andits driven by theambitions ofa
members, despite knowingthe  Undoing single leader — is a cautionary
reality, have alwaysbeentight- by Sayantan Ghosh  tale forall whoseek tobring
lipped about theinvolvementof  pyblished by about political change,” Mr
theRSS... moreimportantlythe  juggernaut Ghoshsums up.

of Kejriwal and the 352 pages R499 Assessing how the Kejriwal
Sangh.” Elaborating on how Mr failed tostand by
Kejriwal and his party designed xts citizens or core voters, Mr

the AAP’s focus on improving delivery
systems, the targeted “welfare oriented
governance model” for the
underpnwleged and the middle class,

with MrKejri quitting
the party. The IACsinitial and extensive

beyond caste factors, the
book brings out the essence of the

Ghosh tells you why Muslim voters
moved out. The “soft Hindutva” stand
grewto high-pitched Hindutva, to
counter the BJP’s Hindutva plank. The
party line shifted from its hallmarks of
honesty and transparency, moving from

are lookingat fixing the holes, if the
party hastorise like a Phoenix from its
present crisis.

The reviewer is a senior journalist who
hasbeen covering national politics for
over 30 years
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Denial of bail

High courts cantake acuefrom SCin UAPA cases

HE denial of bail to nine persons, including
student activists Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, ina case under UAPA (Unlawful Activ-
ities Prevention Act) has triggered a debate
about the significance of personal liberty,
long ¥ ion and an inordi delayed trial.
According to the Delhi High Coun.ihese factors are not
‘universally applicable’ with regard to bail applications.
Khalid and the others are acaused of involvement in the
‘larger conspiracy’ of the 2020 Delhi riots; they have
been behind bars for the past five years, The Delhi Police
have alleged that Khalid and Imam delivered inflamma-
tory speeches to incite and mobilise members of their
ity. The HC is d thatthe duo’srolein
the conspiracy is prima facie grave. However, the appre-
hensionthat theaccused, if released on bail, could threat-
en the safety of vidimsAvitnesses and their families,
besides society at large, does not seem to hold water.
Just ayear ago, the Supreme Court had asserted that
“bail is the rule and jail is the exception” even fora case
registered under a stringent law like UAPA. The court
had stated that refusing bail to adeserving person mere-
Iy on the ground that the allegations were very serious
would be a vial of higher fund: 1right to life
and liberty. High courts should treat these observations
asa guiding light in the best interests of justice.
Another factor that cannot be overlooked is the poor
track record of law enforcement agencies in securing con-
victions under UAPA. Over the past decade or so. acquit-
tals have usually been farhigherthan the convictions. The
tragiccase of GN Saibaba sums up the sorry state of affairs.
The former Delhi University professar spent a decade
behind bars in a UAPA case; he died in October last year
onths aft 1. Thekey is toexpedite the
trial and preferably grant bail with strict conditions. Steps
to prevent misuse of bail can act as a potent deterrent.

r being

Selfless service

Gowt-civil society synergy can expedite relief

calamity strikes, it is often Pun-
jabiswho rush to the frontlines. The cur-
rent floods in the state, which have left
more than three lakh people affected
and famﬂdnd submerged across 23 dis-
tricts, i ithe darity of the
people. Long before official convoys arrived, villagers
launched boats into raging waters, rescuing neighbours,
children and livestock. Langar kitchens were lit,
makeshift shelters set up and rations shared without hes-
itation. This spiritisnot new. Punjabis have earned a rep-
utation as “first responders” not only in their own land
but in disaster zones across the world — from earth-

quakes in Turkey to floods in Kerala. Organisations such
as Khalsa Aid, United Sikhs, Hemkunt Foundation and

less local gurdy bilised swiftly this year,

g food, water, and fodder. Val
in Gunlaspu\ andKapun.hala waded throughwaist-deep
waterto the vul while inary teams

cared for stranded cattle in rural areas.

Financial help is also flowing in, with NGOs, philan-
thropists, and evenartistes pled ging to suppart families in
rebuilding. A Punjabi celebrity has promised assistance
for 200 homes, underlining how cultural figures are step-
ping in alongside community groups to restore dignity
after devastation, To their credit, the state and Central
agencies —the NDRE the SDRE Army, Air Force — have
deployed boats, helicopters and relief camps. Yet, the most
mnkmg images renmnof vnllagerstummgh‘aﬂorn’olbvs

wiring funds overnight.

This culture of seva — selfless service — has been
tested time and again. But recovery cannot rest on
goodwill alone. Punjab now needs faster compensa-
tion, transparent crop assessments and coordinated
rebuilding of homes and fields, If government systems
and civil society harness their energies together. Pun-
jab's resilience can turn this flood into not only a sto-
ry of survival but of renewal.

OPINION
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Wake-up call on the climate front

There is a need to thoroughly review the Environmental Impact Assessment regime

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

HE southwest mon-
soon has wrought
havoe in many parts
of the country. The
monsoon rainfall so
far has been above normal, and
several extreme weather events
have been reported. The hill
states/UT —  Uttamkhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir — are the worst hit,
along with Punjab, Rajasthan
and parts of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. Many cities and rural
areas in southem states, too,
have recorded heavy rainfall.
The loss of human life due to
cloudbursts, flooding landslides
and mudslides is huge. Sois the
loss of private property and pub-
lic infrastructure. The heavy
rainfall has resulted in bridges
collapsing, bunds giving way,
even newly built national high-
ways getting washed away, and
hydel projects reporting severe
damage. Vital transport links
have been disrupted, and the
crop loss is set to be massive.
The ordeal has not ended. The
India Meteorological Depart-

0 s
CATASTROPHE: The changing monsoon patterns are linked to climate change. /n

is likely the main driver of this
increase. A synthesis of these
findings has been reported in
the periodic assessments issued
by the International Panel for
Climate Change (IPCC).

Expents attribute the increased
intensity of the monsoon to
stronger atmospheric moisture
build-up over the Indian Ocean,
which, in tum, is triggered by
higher evaporation due o higher
sea surfice temperatures, as well
as an increased land-sea thermal
contrast. The increased level of
atmospheric moisture causes a
larger moisture flux and higher

initath th

ment (IMD) has licted that
the trend would continue. The
monthly average rainfall across
thecountry in September is most
likely to be above normal Most
parts of the country are likely to
receive normal to above-normal
rainfall, posing risks like flood-
ing, landslides. surface transport
disruptions, public health chal-
lenges and ecological damage.
1t is scientifically established
that the Indian monsoon has
been affected by cli hs

mon-
soon moves from thesouthwest to
the east, carrying moisture from
the ocean in large rain clouds. It

Theenvironment
ministry must develop
arobust dimate
audit framework.
———————————

perature difference during sum-

mers — is changing, it is due to

exte_mve ;mienhnuse gas emis-
human activ-

al and state climate change
action plansislimited to the pro-
motion of renewable sources of
energy,

Instead of focusing ona few sec-
tors like enemgy or transpont, the
need is to mainstream dinate
change concems in all public poli-
cies. For instance, while proposing
or constructing a hydropower
plant or a new highway or a tun-
neling project in the hills, we
should take into account not just
immediate environmental con-
cems but also present and future
rsks arising due to dimate
change, Th Tios o devel

Such segmentation of a large
project to bypass environmental
regulations was highlighted by
environmentalists and raised in
the Supreme Court-appointed
committee. In some cases, envi-
ronmental clearance was granted
ex post facto to regularise projeds
initiated without EIA dearance,
The apex court struck down the
practice asillegal in May.

The disastrous results of wil-
fully ignoring ecological risks
involved inlarge developmental
projects and violation of EIA
terms, particularly in  the
Himalayas, are visible now
Therefore, we not only need to
revisit the EIAregime tomake it
mare stringent but also incorpo-
rate climate change risks that
may arise during the lifecycle of
a project and ways to mitigate
them. Projects can be designed
to better withstand future ch-
mate  conditions, reducing
potential damage and disrup-
tion. Formonitoring compliance,
an  independent mechanism
should be developed.

Third, we need to conduct a
‘climate audit’ of all existing
infrastructure — hydel prmjects,
national highways, road and rail-
way hridges, airports — not from
a finandal perspective but to
check if it is climate-resilient.
‘This is more urgently required
for the infrastructure built

ity. Second, while extreme weath-
er events (incessant rainfall in
monsoon and extreme heat in
summer) are going up due to di-

means that the changing mon-

soon patterns being witnessed are
linked to larger climate change,
So, should we simply blame cli-
mate change for whatever is hap-
pening and continue with ‘busi-
ness as usual' with our public

Several studies| luvcpmnuedml
that the frequency and intensity
of heavy mainfall events have
increased since the 1950s over
most land areas, and that
human-induced climate change

ing, lossof human ife, damage to
infrastructure, etc) are getting
aggravated due to wiung public
policies (concretisation. encroach-
ment of riverbeds, destruction of
hills, deforestation, etc.).

upnerx{nl p’m:) the plains
where urban flooding has become
aregular occurrence due to mind-
h T 5

before the EIAsystem kicked in.
For projects which have received
the green nod, the check should
be nbuu( cumplmnce with the

Y of {ated at the time

Lukes and water bodies, of their dearance.
Sevond, we should thoroughly RJI]nwmgtheaudjl necessary
review the Es Tmpact should be

Assessment(E[A)regime. Overthe
years, it has been diluted, and
dever ways have been devised to
ther circumvent its mandatory

initiated to make vital infra-
structure climate-proof. As a
first step. the environment min-
istry must develop a robust cli-

policies relating to environment, The solution lies in addressing  provisions or do sway with it alto-  mate audit framework and req-
urban planning, development, climatechange and faulty devel-  gether The most glainng example  uisite standards, protocols and
water , agriculture and  opmental polides simultaneous-  isthe Char Dham highway project.  tools for assessing whether
so on? Not at all. First, climate  ly. First.we needtomakeallour The govemment uymms can- existing infrastructure can with-
change itself —as defined by the  public polides compliant with  cemed avoided a stand ach climate. Then,
IPCC — is an anthropogenic or  climate change. Fordecades, we  EIAbydividing the 25-kmproject  a 1 Mti-sectoral
man-made phenomenon. For  havebeensaying this,butwesee  into53smallerparts, eachlessthan  national  effort should be
instance, if one of the key drivers  little action on the ground. The 100 km long. Thisway. they could  launched. The 2025 monsoon is
of the monsoon — land-sea tem-  progressmade underthe nation-  avoid envimnmental  scrutiny  yet another wake-up call.

We need an exit ramp off the highway to climate hell. —Anténio Guterres

Gurus who never
cease to inspire

RK Sasoo

alwaysregarded himself as a teacher. His life was a testament
he ing values of knowledge, truth and ch
Theguruhm taken many forms in my life, Myw:feand[am
i to have met people who the
cssenmeoﬂemhmg— not only through words, but by the exam-
pleof their lives. In 2008, at the silver jubilee function of Bhavan
Vidyalaya, Chandigarh, the ‘Missile Man of India, Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam. told students: “Education is the most powerful tool to
developa great citizenand a gnmnauun." Hlsdmamdﬂwn;hl
losophy will continue 1o inspire in2015
soon after expressing his wish to misnmusdmulutbehmdu
poignant silence and a blazing legacy of inspiration.
In 2010, 1 travelhd to Snnhnd(emn where Gurudev
od vision far ahead of

E.'DIA'S second President, Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Sikh prisoners

THE debatethattook placeinthe Legislative Assembly on Tuesday
over the mation for the passage of the Gurdwara Bill was notable
chiefly for what the Home Member called “a moving appeal” made
by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya for the releaseof Sikh prisoners,
and the Home Member's own xeplylo!h.l omenl'l’he?.udnwzu

vl in his best form, Aft suppart tothe
Bill and congratuliting ﬂ\e(}ovemnm(u!lndm LheP\.m)abGov

emmenland particulardy Sir yan their

1 the Sikh d 1 led the H
thatonly one thi ined plete th andthat
was the rel f the Sikh Here, again, the position had

been rendered much sasier by the fact that the Sikh leadersinthe
Lahrejailhad unanimously accepted the Gurdwara Act, despite its
shortcomings, und had advised the Punth to work forit wholeheart.
edl;\B_\,dmnglms saldrhespmks' the Sikh leaders —and it was
they ial partof the Gov-
emment's demand for an and the G

should not insist on the humiliating terms laid down by it being
accepted by meprmnen They had definitely declared that they
would not I that dition; and solong as
they remained in prison, the peaceful atmosphere that was neces-
sary for the successof the Act could not clearty be found. This elo-
quent appedl was supported by MA Jinnah, who said that he was
sure the Gor did not want t iate the Sikhs and that,
therefore, it was not desirahle to insist on the pledge.

itstime. Esubhshedmlml inthe Gurukal tradition, Santinike-
umgmw mmVnsw—Bhnmu Univessity in 1921, symbolising uni-

and cultural exch Talso visited the
Rabindm Bhavan Museum, where Tagore's manusenipts, let-
tersand paintings are preserved. Toquote Tagore, “The highest
education isthat which does not merely give us information but
makes our life in harmony with all existence.”

Among my most cherished memories is a meeting with
Mahatma Gandhi in 1944 at Sodepur Ashram near C:llwua.l
was just a child, and th i left alasting i on
me. In 2016, during our annual Rotary Retreat at Ahmedabad,
my wife and I visited Sabarmati Ashram, whem one wuld
almost feel the Mahatma' The ash
Gandhiji" i ick, sandals, utensils,
wheel, writing desk. letters and documents, along with photo-
graphs and manuscripts related tothe freedom movement. Itis
truly a living d: f ha, truth and simpli

During our visit to South Alhm in 2017, my wife and I went
to Robben Island, where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned, We
sawthe tiny, dark cellwhere he spent 18 years, with no visitors
allowed except once for 30 minutes in a whole year. We took a
tour ofthe Robben Island Museum and saw the Lime Quarry,
the church which the prisoners visited every Sunday, the
couttyard and the small ﬁrden tended by Mandela. His words
still resound across the globe: “Education is the most power-
mlweapmwhx:h you ean use wchangelhewur!d. '

These have

da truth that t d
time: teachers are not confined to classrooms. They are pres-
entwh values, age and knowledge are shared.

Teachers'Day is, therefore, more than a tribute to individuals.
Itisa celebration of the eternal spirit of the gumnu. Let’s remem-
ber these lines which compare the gury with the divine trinity:
“Guru Brahma, Guru Vishnu, Guru Devo Muhestwan,; Guru
Sakshat Purabralma, Tasmai Shri Gurave Namah.”

basic tenets of justice
Refer to news report ‘5 yrs in jail, Umar,
Sharjeel bail pleas junked'’; it is deeply con-
cerning that the accused have spent nearly
five years in jail while their trial has not yet
begun. Denying bail under such circum-
stances goes against the fundamental prind-
ple that bail is the rule, jail is the exception.
The prolonged incarceration w:lhuul com-

el of trial to

THE EDITOR

‘Vikram’ heralds a new dawn

In a world where silicon writes destinies, India
has struck its first resolute chord with
“Vikram', its first fully indigenous 32-bit micro-
processar, Al-diven recognition, biomedical
sensing and energy harvesting will herald a
nascent silicon renaissance. Yet the distance
between ambition and authority is vast. India
unmnsovurmufws semiconductors,even as

before conviction. This undermines both the
presumption of innocence and the very spirit
of our Constitution which guarantees liberty.
Our courts must ensure that constitutional
safeguards are not reduced to empty words.
Such legal decisions emde faith in the fair-
ness of the judicial process.

NARESH KUMAR NUHAWAN, KARNAL

Towards self-reliance

Refer to ‘Chip hopes’; the ongoing Semicon
India-2025 conference highlights the coun-
try's growing ambition o become a major
furue in the global sermcmducmr mduslrv

ional and d;

beginning to view India as a reliable and com-
petitive base for this high-tech sector. The
vision of chips made and designed in India
reflects both self-reliance and global integra-
tion, Semiconductors are at the heart of mod-
em logy, and India’ inthis
space will have a multiplier effect on employ-
ment, exports and digital leadership.

R

demand races toward $110 billion by
2030. Vikram is a dawn, not a destination. India
must weave vision. industrial scale, R&D and
mastery of design into a seamless tapestry, or
risk remaining a silent observer as the silicon
century unfolds dsewhere.

VUAY SINGH ADHIKARI, NAINITAL

Ensure contract parity too

Refer to ‘Level playing field'; the ICCs land-
mark announcement on pay parity in Werld Cup
prize money is welcome, but one cannot ignore
the glaring guplhal persists in annual retainer-
ships. B

ey, and in women's cricket, lhmsmnst evident
in the absence of an A+ category. While male
cricketers in the A+ bracket earn Rs 7 crore a
year womnen's top-tier contracts stand cappedat
just Rs 50 lakh. Even men in the A category
receive Rs § crore — 10 times mare than what
wamen cricketers get. This dispanty under-
mines the very spirit of equality the ICC has
championed Prize money reforms, though sym-
bdu.nskbemnmgmmd‘mbmkzdb,
I changes in central contracts. India,

India’s semiconductor leap

Refer to 'Chip hopes’; ISRO's pathbreaking
success in producing India’s first fully
indigenous 32-bit microprocessor. enough to

run devices ly, is kable. Chips,

which took a bold step by introducing equal
match fees, must now ensure contradt parity too.

HARSH PAWARIA, ROHTAK
Take action against violators
Apropos of “Thode sludgespills on to lanes, hous-

the brain of modern electronics, open vast
opportunities for the country. However,
India's share in the $600-billion global chip
industry is modest, at around 8%, while Tui-
wan and other nations are calling the shots.
Even as $18 billion has been invested in proj-
ects. India must bolster R&D. ease business
and reduce dependence on Chinese imports.
Japanese investments anxd India's strong
base of engineers could ensure that it secures
amajor place in the global chip industry.
AMARJEET MANN, UNA

es in Ludhiana'; the Buddha Nullsh mess has
aguin exposed the failure of the administration
and the pollution control board to implement
remedial
the NGT and the High Court. Bureaucratic
inaction and political impediments have paral-
ysed enforcement. Citizens are being exposed
to grave health hazards while officials escape
accountability. Nothing short of eriminal action
against neglhgent officials and industrial vioks-
tors will restore public confidence.

AMARJIT SINGH, MOHALI

Latters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.

cogeatly

nid can be sent by e-mail to L com




.
mle crlhuut CHANDIGARH | THURSDAY | 4 SEPTEMBER 2025

Why ISRO’s Vikram 3201

e
TV VENKATESWARAN
VISITING PROFESSOR,

IISER, MOHALI

HAT makes
Vikram

3201, India’s
first indige-

nously
designed and built 32hit

Whileit may not power next-
generation laptops, smart-
phones or high-performance
gaming PCs, the Vikram 3201
chip, recently presented to
Prime Minister Modi at Semi-
con India 2025,isslated tobe a

A surface-level comparison
of the Vikram 3201 processor
to those used in modern
smartphones might prompt
questions about the signifi-
cance of this development.
Ona purely technical specifi-
cation sheet, Vikram 3201's
parameters do not match
those of commercial elec-
tronics found in personal lap-
tops and phones.

For instance, Vikram 3201 is
a 32bit processor. while most

recent laptops are equipped i

with 84-bit processors, In sim-
ple terms, a 32-bit system is
designed to access 2% memo-
1y addresses, allowming it to
work with up to4 GB of RAM
at atime, In contrast, a 64-bit
Processor can access a vastly
larger number of addresses
(2%),enahling it to support over
8GBoreven 16GBRAM.Ina
direct companson for con-
sumer tasks, a modern 64-bit

OPED

Is a game-changer

out the need for extensive and
custly protective shielding.
Inaddition to radiation toler-

ing-puoint support and compat-
ibility with high-level lan-
guages, such as Ada, which

ance, space must
endure extreme temperature
variations. As a satdlite orbits
the Earth, it cydes between
direct exposure to the sun and
the darkness of the Earth’s
shadow. When facing the sun,
its cumpunem: can reach

velop-
ment for complex missions.
Building on this success, it is
reliably understood that ISRO
is already exploring next-gen-
emtion space-grade  chip
designsat the 70-nm node.
The applications of these
extend far beyond

fup
to +125°C. Wh:n edipsed,
they can plunge to a frigid
-55°C within seconds. The elec-
tronics must reliably with-
stand these drastic and rapid
ﬂuL!udqul'\. V'lknm 3201 is

to travel, resulting in higher
computational speeds and
faster switching rates. Small-
ertransistors also require less
power to function, leading to
improved energy efficiency
and longer battery life in

core component of the elec  processorwould undoubtedly  portable devices.
lmmcs for Indias upr:ummg outperform a32-bit one. Additionally, a smaller
space Furth Vikram 3201  process nodeuallows fora more
including the next journeyto  is fabricated on a 180-nm mmp.rtchlpdesgndxdngm
lhe\dounand the Gaganyaan  process, a hnol that ion of devices
flight missionto ~ was from the late  like smartphones. The maost
low-Earth orbit, 1990s to the early 2000s. In  cutting-edge technology avail-
Designed by the Indian contmstevenaninexpensive able today has reached 3-nm

Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and manufactured by
the Mohalibased Semi-Con-
ductor Laboratory (SCL), the
Vikram 3201 processor, named
after India's space architect,
Vikram Sarabhai, was success-
fully flight-tested aboard the

modern laptop, such as the
one with an 11th-genemtion
Intel Core i5 processor 1s built

ignific: more

and 2-nm processes, which are
designed to deliver the high-
est performance perwatt,

H . the require

on a v
advanced 10-nm process,

ments of space electronics
differ 1 lly from

The term nm’ or
tre, refers to one billionth of a
metre. In the context n[chxp

those of smartphones, These
systems must l‘uncuon relr

PSLV-C60 mission k hed
on December 30, 2024, which
undertook India’s Space Dock-
ing Experiment (SpaDeX)
technology. This advanced
processor will replace Vikram
1601,a 16-bit processor used in
its avionics since 2009. with
this new-generation, indige-
nously made processor:

uring, it refe

‘process node, which relates
tothe size and density of tran-
sistors on a silicon chip. A
smaller nm' value allows for
more transistors to be packed
into the same physical area.

This increased density
offers many advantages: elec-
trons have shorter distances

ably under the
harsh conditions of space,
including extreme tempera-
ture variations, significant
radiation and intense vibra-
tions and acoustic shocks
during launch.

Without the insulation of
Earth's atmosphere, cosmic
rays and solar wind. compnis-

Vikram 3201 isalso
expected to find
aluable
applications in other
strategic and
industrial sectors.

ing high-energy charged par-
ticles, bombard electronics
incessantly. In these devices,
the zeros and ones of digital
data are stored as charged
and uncharged states within
transistors. A charged parti-
de from a cosmic my can
strike a transistor and flip
this state. tuminga 0 intoa 1
or vice versa, This phenome-
non is known as a Single
Event Upset (SEU), a tiny,
random change that canalter
the digital 'score’ in a space-
craft’s

il d for this,
with an operating tempera-
ture range of -55°C to +125°C,

space, Vikram 1601 demon-
strated its versatility by being
adopted forcritical systemsin
controlelectronics for electric
locomotives and sophisticat-
ed railway systems, such as
Track Management Systems
(TMS) and indigenous Auto-
matic Train Supervision (i-

making it perfectly suited for  ATS) for metro rail networks.
the space environment. Likewise, Vikram 3201 is
Plus, this !echmlugv sup- expemed to find valuahble
ports higher volt- inother strategic
ages{eg 18V to5V), ideal for  and industrial sectors.

solar-powered spacecraft.
R ISRO's critical needs,
processing telemetry, naviga-
tion and contral systems in
rockets like the PSLV and in
satellites, the paramount
focus is on umv.lwnn g relia-

This move towards self-
reliance was driven by
necessity. Before Vikram
1601, ISRO heavily relied on
imported processors, expos-
ing India to supply chain
risks, export restrictionsand

Critically, SEUs are more
likely to occur in modern,
smaller nanometre chips.
As transistars shrink, each
one holds less electrical
charge, making it more vul-
nerable to having its state
flipped by a single particle
strike. This is precisely why
the older 180-nm CMOS
technology used in the
Vikram processor was cho-
sen for space applications,

These larger transistars offer
inherent radiation tolerance,
making them ideal for radia-
tion-hardened designs with-

bility, i t national security challenges,
Iy Iow failure rates. These Sanctions imposed after the
igh the 1998 Pokhran tests sharply
need for the gigahertz speeds hxghhghued the importance
or high i density h grown
found in consumer electron- stmtegxc lechnology
ics. Vikram 3201 is erfully Indian then
designed for this purpose. undertook the challenging
making it atrue game-chang- task of developing indige-
er for India's quest for selft  nous tech. Though thismeant
reliance in space tech. lagging behind global com-

Vikram 3201 represents a
significant upgrade from its
predecessor  Vikram 1601,
which was first deployed in
the PSLV-C47 mission that
placed the CARTOSAT3
satellite in orbit in 2009. The

merdial standards at times,
the effort proved crudal. The
presentation of the Vikram
3201 chip to PM Modi at
Semicon India 2025 marks a
audal milestone in the
decades of progress towards

newVikram 3201
advanced features like float-

in the space sector.

India-Bangladesh trade frictions demand urgentreset

ey
SANJAY KATHURIA
CO-FOUNDER, TRADE SENTINEL
AND VISITING SENIOR FELLOW,
CENTRE FOR SOCIALAND
ECONOMIC PROGRESS

CONOMIC  rela-

tions between

India and

Bangladesh  are

wideranging and
deep, But recent develop-
ments have cast ashadow on
the higgest bilateral econom-
ic partnership in South Asia.
A serious bilateral conversa-
tion is essential to arrest the
downward spiral.

India and Bangladesh are
deeply intertwined, with
large flows of goods, capital,
energv und pwp!e India is

recipient of Indian conces-
sional finanding, with about $8
billion committed for infra-
structure, energyand connec
tivity projects. It currently
imports more than 2000
megawatts of dectricity from
India. These connections have
been deeply beneficial for the
people of both countries,

The strongest ties have
beencemented by people-to-
people connections. Until
FY24, Bangladesh was the
largest source of foreign
tounists into India, both for
leisure and medical purpos-
es. This changed after the
July 2024 "Monsoon Revolu-
tion” in Bangladesh that led

country.

to the ouster of the Prime ~ SOURTIES:] Epods o shiyes

Minister Sheikh Hasina and

the Awami League. export their goods more neffidendes and raise costs

Over the past year since cheaply via airports such as for both sides.

Professor Muhammad Yunus ~ Delhi and Kolkata, Such retaliatory measures

took over as the de facto head In May, June and August, help  neither

uf government in  India banned imports of spe- Instead, Bangladesh should
ladesh, tiest red. dfic Bangladeshi goods — make full use of its location

India’s issuance of visas has  including their biggest export next to the warld's fastest

s

dlargest
source of imports and its
eighth largest source of for-
eigndiredt investment, while
Bangladesh was Indias
eighth-largest export market
in FY25. Indian firms invest
across sectors, building sup-
ply chain linkages, while
Bangladeshi businesses have
also expanded their invest-
ments in Indian markets,
Bangladesh is the largest

dropped from
ub:ul.‘im'iol)ﬂperda\ pri-
or to July 2024, to fewer than
1,000 per day currently.

In April 2025,

items — gammentsand jute —
through land ports, allowing
such imports only via sea-
ports of Kolkata and Nhava
Sheva. in turn,

restricted imports of Indian
yam and some other products
through land ports, revising
an earlier order of August
2024, The same month, India
pulled the plug on a trans-
shipment fadlity that had
allowed Bangladeshi firms to

has decided to shut down
three land ports and suspend
another.  finding them
“unprofitable” or inactive.”
These actions and counter-
actions amount to "non-tariff
barriers” that, while not ban-
ning trade, create deliberate

na fraught global
environment, India
and Bangladesh
should be engaging
more, notless.

growing large economy. Its
exports to India could grow
by almost 300 per cent if
trade were free and efficient,
It could also play amuchbig-
ger role in Indias supply
chains, including by aggres-
sively courting foreigndirect
investment (FDI) from India.

Ror India, Bangladesh
remains the most efficient
connector to its isolated
Northeast, provided an effec-

canbe
xmplemt-nwd Bangladeshi
firms are also best placed to
invest in India’s Northeast,
and help upgrade supply
capabilities, especially inpro-
cessing agriculture and pri-
mary products.

There are also huge mutual
gains in connectivity and
logistics, as envisaged in ear
lier cooperation agreements.
These gains are best visu-
alised by viewing
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal
and Northeust India (indud-
ing West Bengal) as a seam-
less economic space.

Bangladesh and India can
cooperate in improving tran-
sit access for landlocked
Bhutan and Nepal, and for
India’s own Northeast. India.
with its rapidly improving
infrastructure and ports, can

's position as the
largest source of leisure and
medical tourists for India,
Energy trade can become
much larger, including India
acting as a connector
between Nepal and
Bangladesh — a process
already underway, but one
that has far greater potential.

The interests of both coun-
tries lie in deepening eco-
nomic  interdependence.
Based on a foundation of
strong people-to-people ties,
the opportunities in trade in
goods and services, private
investment, connectivity,
bilateral and multi-country
energy trade, the possibili-
ties are vast — and will only
grow as both ountries
expand.

Por its own economic pros-
perity, Bangladesh cannot

help make Bangladeshi afford to neglect economic
goods more efficiently acces-  ties with India, which should
sible to wider markets. be among its highest priori-
In a fraught global environ  ties. Likewise, India cannot
ment. India and Bangladesh  underplay the benefits of
should be engaging more,not  trade, tourism and connec
less. With India facing tariffs  tivitywith Bangladesh. India
of 50 per cent on ts exportsto  also has major strategic
the US, could in ining a key
pmwuwly invite Indian FDI economic player in
— A particularly in

an ongoing process. Both
sides should roll back non-

India could also revert to its
earlier visa policy, which
would likely restore

light of growing Chinese
inroads in the country.

Both sides should resume
a comprehensive econamic
dialogue,

Views are personal
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

PUNISHMENT MUST
FOLLOW CONVICTION,
NOT PRECEDEIT

HE Delhi High Court’s denial of bail to Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam and others accused in the 2020 Delhi
riots conspiracy case again highlights the need for a
delicate balance between national security and indi-
vidual liberty. Years after their arrest, the trial has
scarcely advanced and bail continues to be denied. Indian
jurisprudence rests on two principles: bail is the rule, and
every person is presumed innocent until proven guilty. Yet,
under the stringent Section 43D(5) of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, these safeguards are severely weak-
ened. Bail can be denied on the mere perception of a prima
facie case. At the bail stage, courts often avoid a detailed
assessment and tend to defer to the prosecution’s version.

In the present case, the prosecution has relied heavily on
the concept of a “larger conspiracy”, citing WhatsApp
groups and meetings as evidence of coordination. Khalid’s
counsel rightly argued that being a member of such groups
without sending incriminating messages cannot amount to
criminality. No money trail, no weapons, and recovery of no
kind has been linked to him. Equally troubling are the words
of the solicitor general that those doing something against
the nation “better be in jail until acquitted or convicted”. His
insistence that “long incarceration can’t be used to seek re-
lief” runs counter to the prosecutor’s duty, which is to seek
afair and expeditious trial, not indefinite detention.

The 2020 Delhi riots were a tragic event, and it is impor-
tant to achieve closure and accountability through solid
evidence, fair trial, and timely adjudications. The state
should quickly present any proof of conspiracy and work
to secure convictions. Otherwise, the accused cannot be
held in prison indefinitely, only on suspicion and associa-
tion. The judiciary has often asserted that personal liberty
is the soul of democracy. In K A Najeeb (2021), the Supreme
Court acknowledged that “the presence of statutory restric-
tions like Section 43D(5) per se does not oust the ability of
constitutional courts to grant bail on grounds of violation
of PartIIT of the Constitution”. The Delhi riots case will test
whether fairness, balance, and credibility are finally upheld
in the face of political and social turbulence. A law intended
to protect the country must not be seen as corroding the
very freedoms it was meant to defend.

KAVITHA’S EXIT COULD
WEAKEN BRS, BENEFIT BJP

HE exit of Kalvakuntla Kavitha, daughter of former
Telangana chief minister and BRS chief K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, from the party could not have come at
a worse time for the ageing patriarch. Having lost the
assembly and Lok Sabha elections, KCR has confined
himself to his farmhouse, leaving his son K T Rama Rao and
nephew Harish Rao to take on the ruling Congress. How-
ever, increasing attacks from the Congress, including the
latest government move to order a CBI probe into alleged
irregularities in the Kaleshwaram irrigation project, have
put the BRS in a spot of bother. It is under these circum-
stances that Kavitha’s dissenting voice crossed a red line.

The immediate trigger for KCR to suspend his daugh-
ter was her public outburst against Harish, whom she
accused of playing a major role in Kaleshwaram and
dragging her father into a CBI probe. Her remarks indi-
rectly endorsed the Congress allegations. But his action
made her double down and resign from both the party
and the legislative council, and going so far as to accuse
Harish of seeking to take over the party.

Sensational as her allegations are, the episode is es-
sentially a family feud. It is a truism that all family-run
parties face internal power struggles at some point.
Kavitha's ambitions were thwarted, in contrast to her
brother’s fortunes. While KTR was made the party work-
ing president, she remained a member of the council
with no position in the party. The Delhi liquor scam, in
which she was jailed, did not help her cause. Following
her release, she was not, in her words, allowed to take an
active role. The stifling atmosphere and dwindling politi-
cal capital perhaps turned her into a rebel. In reality, her
words and actions are aimed as much against her father,
for it is he who is the deciding authority.

What could be the political fallout of Kavitha’s exit?
She is no mass leader to split the party. Floating a new
outfit is easier said than done, which leaves her with the
option of joining the Congress or the BJP. The danger for
BRS is that she could dent its prospects. The more the
BRS is weakened, the stronger will be the other opposi-
tion party, the BJP—and therein lies the real fallout. KCR
could have avoided this, but then, a patriarchal mindset
seems to have made it inevitable.

R QUICK TAKE

IDEALIDOLS FORINDIA

HE National Green Tribunal has rightly pulled up the

Tamil Nadu government for allowing immersion of

plaster of Paris Vinayagar idols into the sea in viola-
tion of pollution control norms, court orders, and coastal
zone rules. It’s not only about that banned substance and
this festival. Dumping hazardous waste into public water
bodies at the end of festivals is a year-long, pan-India
problem which is becoming bigger with the ever-increas-
ing height of idols. There are two ways to deal with it.
Make the public pay for an immediate cleanup after a
tightly-controlled period of immersions. Or incentivise
the use of only natural, water-soluble, safe materials.

URVEYING Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s two-day vis-
it to Tianjin, most China ex-
perts and ex-bureaucrats are
sceptical whether an India-
China rapprochement is pos-
sible. India’s ‘permanent es-
tablishment’, with its tunnel vision, is
wary of China’s intentions. Like in Ber-
tolt Brecht's existential play Waiting for
Gadot, they would rather await Donald
Trump’s arrival. Thus, it is largely left to
the global audience to take note of the
geopolitics of Modi’s visit.

If Modi travelled to China with hopes
of rebuilding the India-China relations
from ground zero, he returned home
with a glass half-full. That is not because
the visit and the meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping weren’t meticu-
lously planned. On the contrary, high-
level discussions in New Delhi between
top officials of the two countries had pre-
ceded the visit up to the eleventh hour.

First, the impact of the visit on bilat-
eral cooperation. Xi told Modi that
achieving a ‘dragon-elephant dance’ is
the right choice for the two neighbour-
ing countries. Modi argued that peace
and tranquillity at the border are pre-
requisites for bilateral ties. While Xi
flagged that the bilateral ties cannot be
defined merely by the boundary issue,
Modi added, and Xi agreed, that India
and China are partners, not adversaries,
and would have far more consensus than
differences. Both agreed that differences
should not turn into disputes.

Both India and China see the potential
to leverage the external environment
of tariff walls to build greater mutual
understanding to advance commercial
ties. Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
stated at a media briefing that this isa
discussion going on at many levels be-
tween the two governments, and busi-
nesses and entities that are involved in
trade in the two countries, “and we will
have to see how it evolves™.

China is very much interested in the

of busi
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The court cannot connive ata
process which eventually makes

fundamental rights as rare as

After the success of Modi's China visit comes the hard part of
following up. Two consequential issues playing along are
the border talks and the India-US poker game over tariffs

WHY THE GLASS
FROM TIANJIN
IS HALF-FULL

M
M K BHADRAKI

UMAR

24th round of talks on the boundary held
in New Delhi just a fortnight ago. There
was understanding on the need to main-
tain peace on the border using the exist-
ing and new mechanisms, and to avoid
disturbing the overall relationship.
Misri di: thatani diate fol-

expansion and d i

ties, and more importantly, is conscious
of the role that the Indian and Chinese
economies can play in stabilising world
trade. Thus, Modi and Xi agreed, once
again, that there is need to proceed
from a political and strategic direction
toreduce India’s trade deficit, facilitate
bilateral trade and investment ties and
inject transparency and predictability
into business conditions.

Another significant outcome is to ac-
celerate implementation of the under-
standings reached between the two coun-
tries’ special representatives at their

low-up can be expected in the coming
days and weeks to flesh out the recent de-
cisions of the special representatives
with regard to setting up an expert group
to “explore early harvest in boundary de-
limitation” in the border areas; setting up
a working group “to advance effective
border management”; creating general
level mechanisms in the eastern and mid-
dle sectors; and discuss de-escalation.
Overall, there is no question that the
meeting at Tianjin injected new mo-
mentum into the bilateral relations.
Both leaders actively signalled coopera-

Former diplomat

SOURAV ROY

tion. The involvement of Cai Qi, a sen-
ior politician in Xi's inner circle for
many years, is noteworthy.

The importance of being Cai Qi
should be understood. He is the first-
ranked member of the Secretariat of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), fifth-
ranking member of the CCP Politburo
Standing Committee and director of the
CCP General Office—making him the de
facto chief of staff to CCP General Sec-
retary Xi. In his capacity as director of
CCP’s General Office, Cai supervises the
impl ion of top-level decisi
internal and external alike.

The ministry of external affairs read-
out said that Modi “shared with Cai his
vision for bilateral relations and sought
his support to realise the vision of the
two leaders™. According to Xinhua, Cai
said China “is willing to work with India

Justice VR

s in December, ice in June’  Krishna lyer

to enhance friendly exchanges and mu-
tually beneficial cooperation, properly
manage and resolve differences, and pro-
mote further improvement and develop-
ment of China-India relations”.

Presumably, such robust political sig-
nalling and the new formulation that In-
dia and China are “development part-
ners and not rivals” go to convey that
Beijing and New Delhi are making stra-
tegic choices based on their own inter-
ests. However, the paradox remains that
the cup is still only half-full. What will
happen remains to be seen.

In the recent past, Global Times fea-
tured two commentaries on the “confron-
tational nature” of the Quad. The more
recent one coinciding with the Xi-Modi
meeting noted, “Regional countries
should approach alliance relations witha
more cautious and pragmatic mindset. A
regional architecture based on strategic
autonomy and win-win cooperation, rath-
er than blindly following others, serves
the interests of stakeholders better.”

The bottomline is that Beijing, like
most world capitals, is awaiting the de-
nouement that will inevitably appear to
the US-Indian alienation. But the panto-
mime playing out at different levels in-
volves multiple actors. The tidings from
Tianjin, for instance, and the one-hour
intense conversation on Sunday between
Modi and Russian president Vliadimir
Putin inside the latter's limousine—that
is insulated from eavesdropping by spy
agencies—hinted at an extraordinary
Russian-Indian convergence. That said,
the fate of Russian oil in the Indian mar-
ket as such remains uncertain.

A day later, Anant Ambani, son of bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani, revealed in
his first address at Reliance’s annual
general meeting of shareholders that
there is pressure in purchasing Russian
oil. Make no mistake that when Wash-
ington criticises India for buying Rus-
sian oil, the implication is that it wants
India to ‘pick a side’—the same logic be-
hind drawing India into the Quad. And
that goal is nothing more than to turn
India into a pawn in Washington's so-
called Indo-Pacific Strategy. But Delhi is
still confused whether such small politi-
cal cliques align with its pursuit of full
strategic autonomy.

The talks in Tianjin provide a rare
window of opportunity for improving
the China-India relationship. Challenges
do remain, but the two countries’ will-
ingness for pragmatic cooperation intro-
duces a positive variable into global stra-
tegic balance. That beginning augurs
well, but Modi needs to follow up.

(Views are personal)

HOW TO JUDGE JUDGEMENTS

HE natural use the word ‘judge-
ment’ is to denote a mental act
of attributing a predicate to a
subject. In that sense, the act of
judging primarily involves in-
ference, that is, determination
of the connotation of the sub-
ject, or attribution of certain property to
the object even if the inference arrived at,
or the attribution cast upon, are not justi-
fied or derived through argumentation.

This conception, rooted in the classical
tradition extending from Aristotelian
logic through contemporary analytic
philosophy, generally understands judge-
ment as the attribution of properties to
particular objects or subjects.

In the legal context, where a judge is
required to deliver a judgement based on
facts and to justify the inference or attri-
bution, this conception reflects as the de-
termination that particular factual or
normative claims are true or false. This
determination carries significant practi-
cal consequences.

When a court determines that a per-
son is guilty of negligence, it is making
asubstantive assessment about the rela-
tionship between ‘individual agency’
and the legal consequence of the use of
the agency. The underlying conclusion
is the result of determinations about
personal identity over time, the nature
of causal responsibility, and the onto-
logical status of legal properties. In this
case, the court has passed a judgement
that a person is guilty of a particular of-
fense, and it differs from a more gener-
alised judgement that “negligence must
be punished with liability”.

However, some judgements do not in-
volve such attributions or objects. This
dimension concerns their relationship
with truth—as a determination, recog-
nition or attribution of truth values to
factual or normative claims.

Take the Kesavananda Bharati (1973)
judgement, which arguably represents
the most important example of such truth
value attribution in Indian constitutional
law. The Supreme Court held that parlia-
ment’s power to amend the Constitution
was subject to implicit limitations that
preserve the Constitution’s basic struc-
ture. Here, the alethic dimension mani-
fested through the court recognising the
truth of a constitutional interpretation
that curbed parliament’s powers.

The language of judicial judgements is
the language of logic. These conceptions
reveal that judicial judgements, much

SAAI SUDHARSAN
SATHIYAMOORTHY
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a derivative phenomenon but as the fun-
damental structure within which cogni-
tive activity occurs. Institutions ensure
that questions about the characterisation
of persons and events are addressed
through processes that take seriously
both epistemic concerns about truth and
concerns about fair procedure.
However, as Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes Jr of the US Supreme Court once
noted, “The whole outline of the law is
the resultant of a conflict at every point
between logic and good sense.” In Com-
mon Law (1881), Justice Holmes elabo-
rated: “The actual life of the law has not
been logic: it has been experience. The
felt necessities of the times, the preva-
lent moral and political theories, intui-
tions of public policy, avowed or uncon-

Inadequacies in criticising legal
judgements have led peaple to
dismiss practical interpretations

of the law. Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes Jr said that the actual life of a
law is not of logic—it's the experience
that judges’ rulings bring to it

scious, even the prejudices which judges
share with their fellow-men, have had a
good deal more to do than syllogism.”
As legal realists would attest, judges’
background, beliefs, temperament and
even the demeanor of the arguing coun-
sels affect the manner in which issues
are framed and weighed. This, however,
is not because the judges are acting in
bad faith or pursuing an agenda. Rather;
their lived experiences, which is what
Justice Holmes refers to as “good sense”,
lead them to see the same legal issues dif-

Advocate, Madras High Court:

Jjudgements follow the same logic. For ex-
ample, one cannot deny that Kesavanan-
da Bharati was a product of its time.

How does one then criticise judge-
ments, especially ones that deal with con-
stitutional issues? One way would be
evaluating the judgements based on their
fidelity to formal logic and its methods.
Yet, this may not always capture the un-
dercurrents driving legal developments.

Another way would be adopting prag-
matism, to judge judgements on the basis
of their practical outcomes. There al-
ways being a competing “good sense”, as
long as the outcomes are not anathemat-
ic, the judgement must stand. Finally, we
may judge also on the basis of whether
the judge has adequately acknowledged
and tested their pre-suppositions in the
form of adherence to procedure.

Take the recent interim order of the
Madras High Court staying an amend-
ment taking away the governor’s power
to appoint vice chancellors. The criti-
cism of the order primarily focused on
what some labelled as ‘misplaced urgen-
cy’, pendency of a transfer petition be-
fore the Supreme Court, and an alleged
lack of opportunity to file a counter.

However, the criticism ignores the
fact that Tamil Nadu had already con-
stituted search committees, issued gov-
ernment orders, published advertise-
ments, and commenced the selection
process for vice-chancellor appoint-
ments. The criticism fundamentally
misunderstands judicial duty. The SC
had given no stay order or oral injunc-
tion, preventing the high court from
proceeding. All of these, including the
issue of opportunity to file counters,
are dealt with in the order.

It is not that the high court’s order
is immune to critique. The inadequacy
of the criticism simply points to a broad-
er problem: we tend to criticise constitu-
tional judgements through result-orient-
ed attacks or procedural nitpicking.
A better approach would be to engage
with alternative constitutional interpre-
tations and their practical consequences,
while maintaining transparency about
our own motivations, values and assump-
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SUV mirage

Ref: Fresh price push awaited as car sales hit
abump (Sep 3). A major issue is the myth
among consumers that only sports utility
vehicles signify progress. Manufacturers
have encouraged this shift while neglecting
entry-level buyers. Unless both industry and
government revive practical small cars, tax
relief alone cannot restore sales in such a
price-sensitive market.

ASenthil Kumar, Coimbatore

Sacrificing nature

Ref: Don't overwhelm Ghats' ecosystem with
rail link (Sep 3). Development that tramples
upon fragile ecosystems s not progress but
folly. The Western Ghats cannot be satrificed
at the altar of short-term commercial gain.
We have seen in Uttarakhand and Himachal
how reckless infrastructure has triggered
landslides and floods.

Sanjeev Jha, New Delhi

Geo-economic reality

Ref: Time India stops being America's
subordinate ally (Sep 3). The political
jargons—Hindutva nationalism for MIGA
and racist nationalism for MAGA—are just
thetoric. It s only economics that matters
most in geopolitics within an alignment,
instead of non-aligned isolation ina
multipolar global village.

Venkat Desikan, Chennai

Thailand’s future

Ref: Return of Thai shadow play (Sep 3).
Thailand stands at a crossroads where
entrenched military-royalty influence meets
growing calls for democratic inclusion. The
military's evolving role as a democratic
partner, rather than gatekeeper, will be

key to breaking cycles of instability and
fostering a more resilient political future.
NRJagannath, Bengaluru

Dirty linen

Ref: K Kavitha suspended from BRS (Sep 3).
Nowadays, wrangles in the families of political
party chiefs show their ugly face and cause
ridiculous politics, Party patriarchs clashing
with their children show the fight for power.
This is not conducive to a healthy democracy,
and parties seem like family property.
NRNagarajan, Virudhnagar

Traditional intelligence

Ref: india's Ist home-grown semiconductor
chip (Sep3). If man-made semiconductors
are so crucial in today's life, what truly is
the value of human brains? Beyond scientific
developments, human capital and its
tompetence must be credited too.

Surely the deities would approve. like other judgements, emergenotjustas  ferently, even if the language of their tions. (Views are personal) R Ganesan, email
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ord Indra is regarded by
LHindus as the god of rain and

king of heavens. Right now,
he seems to be wrathful towards
the people in India, especially
those living in the northern
parts, as relentless rains have
wreaked havoc across the region,
leaving  states grapplu\g wilh
floods, landslides and

a 20-km jam. However, it would
be simplistic and misleading to
attribute the devastation caused by
incessant rains, cloudbursts, and
floods solely to an act of divine
wrath. Natural disasters may be
triggered by weather conditions,
but the magnitude of destruction
they cause is often the result of

damage. Jammu .md Kashmir and
Uttarakhand have faced a series
of cloudbursts that have killed
dozens of people and left many
missing and injured. In Punjab,
29 people have died, thousands
have been displaced, and over 10
districts inundated following the
heaviest rainfall in 25 years. Delhi
and the NCR saw flood

human negli poor planning,
shortsighted governance, and greed.
Whatwe are witnessing in states like
Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand,
Punjab and Delhi-NCR is not just
natures fury but also the outcome
of systemic failures and reckless
human activity.

One of the most significant
contributors to the crisis s

Tated

entering homes, crippling traffic,
and prompting schools and
offices to shut, with Gurugram

g i in
ecologically fragile zones. Hill
states such as Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh have witnesseda

resorts, and housing complexes,
often right along riverbeds or on
unstable slopes. These structures
not only obstruct the natural flow
ofrivers butalsoincrease the risk of
landslides and flooding. Similarly,
road widening and h\droclectm

Govt and people intensitying problems caused by rains

situation  worsens when rivers
overflow or barrages release
water, leaving cities ill-prepared to
manage the deluge.

Governance lapses are another
critical factor. Despite repeated
warning from the Indian

projects in regions
have weakened slopes, making
them more prone to collapse
during heavy rains. In urban areas
like Delhi and Gurugram, the
problem has been compounded
by poor urban planning and
shrinking green cover. Rapid
concretisation has left little room
for natural water al ion, while

(IMD) about heavy ramfa]l local
authorities are often slow to act.
Disaster management protocols
remain weak, evacuation efforts
delayed, and relief operations
hampered by inadequate resources.
In many states, drainage systems
and embankments are poorly
intained, ~ collapsi under

encroachments on  floodplains
of rivers like the Yamuna have
narrowed their natural drainage
paths. As a result, even moderate
rainfall now causes large-scale
waterlogging, traffic chaos, and

pressure when they are needed
the most. Lack of coordination
between state governments and
central agencies further aggravates
the crisis. The role of people
themselves cannot be overlooked.

agriculture, development projects,
or illegal logging has stripped the
hills of their natural protection.
Forests act as sponges, absorbing
rainwater and preventing flash
floods. Their depletion has left
slopes barren and rivers swollen
beyond capacity. In urban centres,
citizens often contribute to clogged
drains by indiscriminate disposal
of plastic and garbage, worsening
waterlogging and contamination
during floods. Therefore, while the
current calamity may appear to be
stemming from nature’s fury, the
amplification and intensification of
thefuryistheresultof our collective
failures. Unless urgent corrective
measures are taken—such as
regulating construction, restoring
green  cover,  strengthening
disaster response, and embracing
sustainable practices—north India

advised to work from home after

boom in the construction of hotels,

damage to infrastructure.

The

Widespread ~ deforestation  for

will continue to suffer.

The changing face of protests

e

DR MOHAN KANDA

reedom is  never
Fvclunmrily given by the

oppressor; it must be
demanded by the oppressed-
Martin Luther King Jr.

An  important feature
of any democracy is that
protests are allowed, and
citizens can express their
opinions, hold those in power
accountable, and advocate
for change. They act as a vital
check on government power,
ensuring that Vox Populi,
or the Voice of the People,
especially those marginalised
or underrepresented, s
heard. They often also spark
social movements, educate
the public and contribute
to a more inclusive and
responsible political
landscape.

Such protests can take
various shapes such as a
relay hunger strike, where a
group of people take turns
participating in a hunger
strike; a fast unto death, a
hartal or a mass protest,
involving total  shutdown
at the workplace, offices,
shops, and courts; a gherao,
when people show that they
disagree with something by
standing around a person in

authority and not letting him
leave until what their demand
is granted, or a bandh, a form
of protest usually used by
political activists, similar to a
general strike.

In this context, one recalls
that Mahatma Gandhi often
employed hunger strikes as
a weapon of protest through
non-violent resistance.
Without being intended as a
means of self-harm, but rather
asa means of seeking political
and social change. It served as
a powerful tool to pressurise
the British government and
awaken the conscience of the
people.

Asfaras industrial relations
are concerned, workers with
demands to be met go on
strike as a last resort measure,
when continued efforts to
persuade managements to
concede their demands have
not been met. A striking
feature of the mixed economy
approach in the country is
that the right to strike, while
not quite a constitutionally
provided fundamental
right, is recognised as a
crucial element in industrial
solutions, allowing, as it
does, workers to collectively
withdraw their labour to
advocate for better working
conditions or other demands.
The Industrial — Disputes
Act 1947 recognises it as
a legitimate tool of trade
unions.

‘The Supreme Court of India
has described the process
of collective  bargaining
by workers agitating for
meeting their demands as
‘the technique by which
disputes regarding conditions

The Supreme Court of India has
described the process of collective
bargaining by workers agitating for

meeting their demands as ‘the technique
by which disputes regarding conditions
of employment are resolved amicably by
agreement rather than by coercion’

of employment are resolved
amicably by agreement rather

appoints, on occasion, a
Board of  Conciliation,

parties, namely

than by coercion. represented in equal numbers
When the relationships by both
between the and  th

and the

agitating workers in a given
situation, failed to produce
an agreement between the
two sides, what are known as
conciliation proceedings are
set in motion by the central/
state government concerned.
They are conducted by
an official known as a
Conciliation  Officer (CO)

e
agitating workers, to conduct
the proceedings  during
which, however, a strike is not
allowed to take place.

An interesting incident
concerning  strikes by
employees took place while
1 was working at the Register
of Cooperative Societies of
Andhra Pradesh in 1986. Each

d by the g

Prima Itural Credit

The pmcxedm@ begm once
the CO receives the notice of
strike or lockout. Their task is
to investigate the causes of the
dispute, mediate and promote
a settlement.  Alternatively,
the government concerned

Society (PACS) in the state, of
which there were about 6700,
Each PACS had an employee
clled a paid secretary,
who was supposed to work
under the management of
the PACS concerned and

be accountable to it for
discharge of their functions.
The superintendence, control
and guidance over them
rested with the management.
Somehow or the other,
partly on account of political
considerations, a statewide
cadre of paid secretaries came
intobeing, followingwhichthe
authority to order transfers,
postings, promotions, and
other service conditions of
them was transferred to a
state level mechanism. Feeling
that it was a pernicious system
that eroded the authority of
the PACSs and worked as
the creator, preserver and
destroyer of Cooperatives (as
the RCS is commonly called),
1 took action to dismantle
that system in the interest of
preserving, protecting and
defending the independence
ofthe managements of PACSs.
The result was a statewide
strike by paid secretaries.

T recall, partly with
amusement, an incident that
took place while [ was once on
an official visit to Eluru town
with my family. As we looked
out of the upstairs room of
the guest house in which we
stayed, we heard loud slogans,
of “RCS down down’, from
the agitating employees, an
incident that amused the
children to no end!

Another notable event in
this context was the historic
fast unto death, undertaken
by Indian freedom fighter,
and a leader committed to
social justice and the uplift of
Dalits, Potti Sriramuly, for the
cause of carving out a separate
state for the Telugu speaking
people from the erstwhile

and strikes in India

Madras state.

A person who had been
influenced by  Mahatma
Gandhi and who participated
in  major independence
movements, including

satyagrahas and the Quit
India  Movement,  was
imprisoned by the British
several times. The 58-day
hunger strike led to his tragic
end, sparking, in its wake,
widespread riots and public
outcry ending with Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru

announcing the formation of

a separate Andhra state. That
event also set a precedent for
the reorganisation of states in
the country on linguistic lines,

Sriramulus  legacy  is
commemorated in  Andhra
Pradesh, and beyond, as
a symbol of sacrifice and
dedicated to regional and
social causes. The erstwhile
Nellore district is, in fact, now
named after him.

While on the subject of

protest, here is something 1
heard recently, to end this

piece ona humourous note.
Tired of endless,
unproductive meetings,
employees of an organisation
decided to  fight back
with humour. During one
particularly long  meeting,
they brought snacks, blankets,
and evena board game. When
the manager asked what was
going on, they replied, “We're
just preparing for the next
three hours!” The manager
got the hint and started
keeping meetings short and to

the point.

(The writer was formerly
Chief Secretary, Government
of Andhra Pradesh)

Like a fingerprint, our signature movements are unique

KAREN LANDER

he way someone walks,
talks, smiles, or gestures
gives a clue to who they are.
Whether through the flick
of an eyebrow, the rhythm of
our walk, or the tilt of a head,
movement speaks volumes.
And my recent paper shows
that people may have their
own movement fingerprint.
This is a style of movement
that is characteristic of a
persons identity. So, someone
who uses expressive facial
gestures might also speak with
animated hand movements or
walk with a lively gait. These
consistencies could form a
motion fingerprint that is
unique to the individual.
First, let’s explore how faces
move and why these matter.
Everyone has their own style
of moving their face, for
example, how they raise an
eyebrow, purse their lips, or
squint when laughing, These
patterns of movement help
us recognise familiar people
even when the visual quality
is poor, such as in low lighting
or from a distance, And as a
person becomes more familiar
to us, we become tuned to the
way they move, learning their
unique patterns of motion,
just like we remember their
face or voice. Human faces
are constantly in motion; they
blink, smile, grimace and talk,
to name a few movements.
Researchers categorise

facial motion into rigid
movements (such as turning
or nodding the head) and
non-rigid movements (like
expressing  emotion  or
speaking). Its the non-rigid
movements that tend to be
most personally distinctive.
The way we gesture
with our hands, shift our
posture and tilt our heads all
carry identity i
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Gestures are often shaped by
personal habits or cultural
norms; for example, someone
might habitually nod three
times when agreeing or
use a distinctive hand wave

common in their home
country.
Facial movements are

synchronised with the way
we sound. When we talk, our
face plays a role in shaping
the sound of our voice. For
example, if you talk with
a wide-open mouth, your
speech sounds deeper and
richer. Studies show that
people can match other
people’s voices to moving
faces more accurately than
to static ones. This suggests
that dynamic cues to identity
are present in the movement
of the face and the sound
of the voice. People with
face recognition difficulties
(those who are “face blind"
or prosopagnosic) may be
better at recognising moving
faces than still ones. Typically,
people who are face blind can
see faces and the differences

Faclal movements are synchronised with the way

we sound. When we talk,

our face plays a role

In shaping the sound of our voice. For example,
if you talk with a wide-open mouth, your speech
sounds deeper and richer. Studies show that
people can match other people's voices to moving
faces more accurately than to static ones

between them but struggle
to link the face to a specific
rson.

Here, idiosyncratic
information from movement
an provide an additional
due to identity. Gait, a
person’s walking style, is
one of the most studied
body movements.  Early
research, such as a 2005 study,
investigated participants’
recognition  of  identity
from gait using point-light
displays. In this case, bright
spots (lights) were placed on
key areas of a person’s body.
All other visual cues were
removed. Participants could
only see bright spots against a
dark background.

The study found
participants could tell well
who someone was from
the way the spots moved.
Characteristics such as stride
length, limb  movement,
posture and pace form a
consistent motion pattern that
is unique and surprisingly
difficult to fake, making gait
analysis a reliable clue for
identifying people.

Movement fingerprints:

My  review  brought
together  evidence  from
behavioural  and  brain

imaging studies to consider
if such consistencies between
different types of motion exist
and how we might explore
this  phenomenon further.

The paper proposes that
people have an overall style
of movement. More work
needs to be done to find
direct evidence of movement
fingerprints. For example,
we still aren't sure what part
of the brain processes these

movement-based  identity
cues.
So far, research shows

that the posterior temporal
sulcus — an area of the brain
located roughly above your
ear on each side - responds
not just to faces and bodies,
but to how someone moves
more generally. This area is
active when we hear voices or
see people speak, suggesting
it may help link motion and
sound. Also, this region plays
a key role in allowing us to
understand our social world,
interpreting other people’s
actions, determining where
they are looking, and picking
up on social cues such as
gestures, facial expressions
and changes in gaze direction.
However, it’s probably just one
part of a larger brain network
involved in recognising others
through motion.

Real-world applications:

Motion-based identity
traits aren't as stable or specific
as fingerprints or DNA.
They're  what  researchers
call soft biometrics: useful
but not always accurate. But
as we better understand the
link between motion and
identity, exciting real-world

applications are emerging.
Motion  analysis  could
support contactless identity
verification from gait-based
authentication at airports to
gesture-based  identification
in smart environments, such
as homes that respond to
A userS unique movement

patterns.
In  clinical  settings,
movement analysis might

help support people with
social cognition impairments,
face recognition or movement
issues. For example, helping
a doctor identify changes in
the way a patient produces
non-verbal cues. But many
questions remain. We still
arent sure how consistent
motion fingerprints are as
someone gets older and in
different contexts.
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Kavitha's suspension will
reduce rebellions in BRS

he decision of the BRS to suspend its MLC K

Kavitha with immediate effect on charges of anti-
party activities has come as a surprise. She had blamed
senior leaders T Harish Rao and | Santosh for the CBI
probe related to irregularities in the construction of
Kaleshwaram project. The fact is that BRS leaders were
involved in corruption deals pertaining to the KLIS
project, all along. Meanwhile, the suspension of Kavitha
could reduce rebel activities within the party as a clear
signal has been sent to cadre and leaders that talking ill
of the party would not be tolerated. In a way, Kavitha’s
suspension should have come in the wake of ‘Delhi liquor
scam’ in which she was one of the main accused. It is
rumoured that Kavitha would float her new party, which
is not good news for BRS.

S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

The writing was on the wall for Kavitha

Telangana Jagruthi leader K Kavitha seems to have dug
her own grave by crossing the Lakshmana Rekha and
raising her voice against her kith and kin within BRS.
There is already speculation that an unseen hand is
behind these sudden developments in the party. The fact
that the party has just suspended her instead of removing
her from primary membership suggests that the father-
daughter bondage remains. Kavita’s concern towards
her father K Chandrasekhar Rao that at this old age, he's
facing a CBI probe due to Harish Rao and Santosh is
rather unwarranted.

Ganti Venkata Sudhir, Secunderabad

CM’s assertions about
Tummidihatti are far-fetched

housands of crores of taxpayers’ money have been

spent on the construction of Kaleswaram project.
‘The Congress government must take all measures to
utilise its waters for irrigation purposes, both effectively
and efficiently. Only such a mindset can help Telangana
farmers. Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy’s vow that
he would construct project at Tummidihatti prima
facie looks like a hasty remark. Having accused K
Chandrasekhar Rao of taking hasty actions in the past,
the present government should refrain from indulging in
similar misdeeds. The government, which talks of lack of
money for fulfilling genuine demands of different sections.
of society, should desist the temptation of wasting public
funds. After all, wise people learn from the mistakes of
others. The Congress leadership should therefore swear by
good governance.

M N Saraswathi Devi, Secunderabad-10

Shot in the arm for goshalas

he Telangana governments Goshala Ecosystem

Development Policy 2025 is more than a scheme.
It is a promise of compassion, culture and change. For
decades, goshalas have groaned under overcrowding,
poor infrastructure and empty coffers. Now, with a bold
shift from urban to rural operations, cattle shelters are
set to become centres of welfare and wealth. Every cow
tagged with a digital ID, monitored with care; biogas plants
turning waste into clean energy; organic manure enriching
barren fields; and branded products like Telangana Gau
Amrit spell sustainability. This isn't just a policy but a
silent revolution where the role of women will prove
inspirational. If implemented sincerely, this initiative could
turn cows into symbols of prosperity and villages into hubs
of green growth. The policy reinforces the belief that a
nation that nurturesits cattle, nurtures its future.

Kalisetti Soumya, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

15 IAS 2IPS cadre posts allocated to Greater
Bengaluru Authority, new Corporations

BENGALURU: The Government of Karnataka has
issued an official order reorganizing and redistributing
IAS, IPS, and KAS cadre posts that were earlier
sanctioned for the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) to the newly formed Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) and the five city corporations.
Previously, BBMP was sanctioned 16 IAS and 2 IPS
posts. Under the new structure, 15 [AS and 2 TP§
cadre posts have been allocated between the GBA

people and

factors like lighting, clothing

or stress could affect them,

Researchers also aren't sure

how exactly we manage to
d dall this

and the corp with revised designations. Of
the 19 Karnataka Administrative bervnce (KAS) posts
originally allotted to BBMP, 17 KAS and one Karnataka
State Police Service (KSPS) post have been reassigned.
The new positions will take effect from the d:ue of the
final noti blishing the five

in everyday life without even
thinking about it.

Figuring this out could
not only help improve
technologies  like  social
robots and develop tools for
people with recognition and
communication  difficulties
but also tell us more about
how we process and react to
other people.

(The writer is with the

University of Manchester)

Within the GBA, a Chief Commissioner of Principal
Secretary rank or higher will head the authority. A
Deputy Commissioner (Administration, Elections,
and IT) post and an Assistant Commissioner (Junior
Scale) post have also been created. Additionally, four
Special Commissioners will oversee key departments
including Administration, Revenue and IT; Health and
Education; FCC, Elections and Disaster Management;
Public Relations, Coordination and Finance.

~ Read more at
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Maha govt buys peace on
Maratha quota, for now

bai heaved a sigh of relief after Maratha quota activist Manoj Jar-
ange declared “victory" and called off his “peaceful” pmtest — one that
the anbdy high court rightly noted was far from peaceful. Mr Jarange
raged the numerical strength of the Maratha community to pres
sure the Daveudra Fadnavis-led government into accepting most of

However, neither the government's assurances nor Mr Jarange's victory clauns
mean the Marathas will immediately receive reservation under the Other Back-
ward Classes category. What has been accepted is Mr Jarange’s demand for imple-
menting the Hyderabad Gazetteer, a move that could allow Marathas from the
Marathwada region to establish their Kunbi credentials — a step toward potential
OBC inclusion.

'ith this, CM Devendra Fadnavis has managed to calm the situation for now.
But there is no guarantee that protesters won't feel betrayed and return to the
streets in a few months. Besides, backlash from OBC groups is looming large.
Many within the OBC community view the inclusion of Marathas as a dilution of
their rights.

‘The Maratha reservation movement dates to the early 19805 Althuugh tradition-
ally regarded as a group in
in rural areas — have faced increasing economic hamslnp due to agncultural dis-
tress, unemployment and lu:mted access to modern opportunities. While political-

poorer often feel excluded fmm the ben-
eﬁts of development pamcu.larly in education and government employment.
These grievances have fuelled calls for affirmative action as the solution to their
problems.

While the concerns are genuine and deserve attention, whether the Maratha
community qualifies for caste-based reservation remains contentious. Even if the
government yields to political pressure, such a move may not stand up to judicial

tiny.

In 2021, the Supreme Court struck down the previous attempt to grant reserva-
tion to Marathas under the Socially and Educationally Backward Communities
(SEBC) Act, 2018. The court ruled not only that it breached the 50 per cent cap on
reservations but also that there was insufficient evidence to prove the communi-
ty's social and educational backwardness.

‘A more constructive approach would involve conducting thorough, data-driven
surveys to determine if certain Maratha subgroups genuinely meet the criteria for
(OBC inclusion. However, political parties and protest leaders avoid this path.

There is also a concern that granting reservations to Marathas could open the
floodgates to similar demands from other dominant communities, such as the
Patels in Gujarat, Jats in Haryana, Gujjars in Rajasthan and Kapus in Andhra
Pradesh. If governments start awarding reservations to numerically dominant
communities based solely on political expediency or economic grievances, it
undermines the very foundation of reservation, which is meant to address social
and not distress. And political leaders, espe-
cially those in power, have a duty to clarify this to people rather than weaponising
their quota demands for electoral gain,

As elections approach, it is commtm for politicians to promise reservations to
influential groups without fully assessing whether they meet constitutional crite-
ria. These pledges, often unsupported by solid data, are ﬁ’equendy struck down by

courts — leading to more protests, social unrest and polarisation.

Unjustified, unconstitutional reservation can also deepen social divides.
Communities excluded from quotas may feel resentment, further entrenching
caste-based politics. The fight for justice must not turn into a race for quotas.

Family feud to weaken BRS more

Successmn battles within family-run regional political parties are never easy and

usually leave even the winners fairly scarred. The one that has been unfolding in
'Telangana over the past few months in the Bharat Rashtra Samithi supremo K.
Rao's family s ly among the family and extended family mem-

heu —is no exception.

Chandrashekar Rao's suspension of his daughter, K. Kavitha, from the party on dis-
ciplinary grounds, coupled with her startling allegations of corruption against some top
BRS leaders — packaged as a retaliatory move coinciding with her announcement of
quitting both the BRS and the Legislative Council on Wednesday — promises an
intriguing drama of palace politics in the days to come.

Brother-sister battles over political legacy, and the power and pelf that come with it,
are not new to Telugu land. Not too long ago, people witnessed a straight ﬁghl between

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy and Y.S. Sharmila for Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy’s legacy.

The current one in Telangana began as a presumed supremacy fight between Kavitha
and K'T. Rama Rao, the heir apparent to Chandrashekar Rao’s legacy and the reins of
the BRS. But it took a curious furn in the last few days, with Kavitha shifting her target
from her brother to the extended family, pamculmly her cousins and Mr

shekar Rao’s confidants, T. Harish Rao and J. Santosh Kumar,

’l‘he daugh!er professes that it is not about power or legacy, but about how

r Rao, a trusting man, is being boozled by those he trusts the most,
nndhow both he and his son, RanmRao,mempeJﬂ—]ustas the BRS itself is — falling
victim to Harish Rao’s machinations and villainy. It is an open secret that even Rama
Rao and Harish Rao, a force to reckon with in the BRS, have no love lost for each other
but have mastered the art of coexisting due to mutual compulsions.

And though Kavitha's charges about the corruption of Harish Rao and Santosh
Kumar have put the BRS, and consequently Chandrashekar Rao, in a tight spot for [he
time being, the family feud has cnl) fuelled speculation that lbe unfolding drama is
well-scripted drama by the core “Kalvakuntla” family, which it be united in its m
pose to rid itself of potential risks from within but not of the family. Yet with the h]nud
letting on, what could remain is an already weakened BRS turning further anaemic.
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ien the Modi Sarkar unveiled its later-

al entry scheme in 2018, it promised to

shake up the ossified steel frame of

Indian governance with an injection of

fresh ideas and outside expertise. The pitch was
sedncme Cut through the red tape by bringing in

GST 2.0: A major reform
or Sps for hard-pressed?

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

rime Minister Na-
ndra Modi pro-
mised structural
reforms of the
and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) regime in
his Independence Day
address which would lower
prices, increase consump-
tion, and thereby boost
GDP. This longterm
reform strategy is made
even more urgent by the
American intransigence in
imposing penal import tar-
iffs on India. The GST
Council, chaired by finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, has met this
week to determine a new
structure for GST 2.0 to
replace GST 1.0 — a value
added tax implemented in
fiscal 2017-18 which consol-
idated mumple indirect
taxes levied by the Union
and state governments into
a single tax applicable
across the country.

The benefits thus far
have been significant. The
value-added format avoids
the “cascadi fect” of
tax levied on the tax
already paid, by making all
tax on input purchase
deductible from the final
tax burden, by linking the
purchase invoice with the
sale invoice. This also cre-
ates an incentive to avoid
cash payments without a
bill, thereby enlarging the
tax base and revenue.

There is, however, much
to rectify. First, the exist-
ing GST has six rates —
zero for agricultural
unprocessed, unpackaged

and social services,
five per cent for high vol-
ume and low margin essen-
tials and daily needs, 12 per
cent for garments, pro-
cessed food and telecom
services, 18 per cent for
electronic and electrical
consumer durables, IT and
business services and capi-
tle goods and 28 per cent for

“sin” and luxury goods.
including  automobiles,
tobacco products and
Plus, there is a special low
rate of 1-3 per cent for gold,
silver, cut diamonds and

move, not a national

‘ment was underw]

their skills un

Dilli Ka Babu

maxk

who had
managed scale and thought beyond the
dusty rulebooks of North Block. Seven years later,
the scheme finds itself in limbo, more a footnote in

helming. Experts
domain knowledge fuund themselves lost in the
labyrinth of file notings and procedural niceties,

jewellery.

This multiplicity of tax
rates encourages misclassi-
fication to evade tax and
costs more administrative-
ly. Collection efficiency —
the share of tax collected
versus the potential — at
about 60 per cent — reflects
a common problem of ec-
onomies with multiple
rates in Europe, where col-
lection efficiencies are sim-
ilar. In Brazil, a developing
economy like India, the
efficiency is below 40 per
cent. In comparison, in
New Zealand and South
Africa, both with a single
tax rate of 15 per cent, the
collection _efficiency is
higher, at about 77 per cent
and 98 per cent respective-
ly. However, tax efficiency
also depends on the compo-
sition of the tax base,
which varies across coun-
tries, making a fair “apples
toapples” comparison diffi-
cult. The UK, with three tax
rates, has a collection effi-
ciency of 70 per cent, far
higher than in Europe, il-
lustrating that institution-
al  differences also
matter.

In India. tax collection
efficiency can be sis
cantly enhanced by hri.ng—
ing alcohol and petroleum
fuels under GST 2.0. These
account for about five per
cent of India’s GDP. The
addition of these goods can

t the tax base by 12 per
cent from 2140 trillion to
157 trillion and the rev-
enue collected by 60 per
cent from 225 trillion to 240
trillion. Sadly, the political
economy is not supportive.
‘These provide about 40 per
cent of the “own revenues”
of state governments and
are key to their fiscal sov-
eneiguty. Only a grand bar-
gain, giving more voting
power to states within the
GST Council, and safe-

guards guaranteeing tax
buoyancy‘ would be neces-
sary, but perhaps not as
generous as the 14 per cent
promised in GST 1.0, given
low inflation prospects in
future. States should also

calling.
Even for those who did make it in, the experi-

‘hived for their

the fiscal overhang of climat
seems to have decided that mpuvatmn uumps
1

This is clever
accounting, but far from
structural reform. The
objective of improving
the efficiency of tax
collection significantly
remains compromised to
manage the near time
impact on consumers
and protect govemment
revenue.

consider that fast expand-
ing electrification of trans-
port can severely damage
future revenues from
petroleum fuels. Bringing
agriculture under GST can
become possible only once
it evolves into a commer-
cially-oriented and prof-
itable sector.

GST 2.0 must optimise
across the three primary
objectives: of reducing the
incidence of tax on con-
sumers; increasing its eco-
nomic efficiency by reduc-
ing the number of rates;
and generating more rev-
enue via boosted consump-
tion and growth.

An SBI research report
suggests collapsing the
existing six into five rates
by ending the existing rate
of 12 per cent and shifting
products in the associated
tax base (five per cent of
total tax base) to the lower
tax slab of five per cent.
Similarly, the highest tax
rate of 28 per cent (share in
tax base of 15 per cent)
could be ended. Two-thirds
of the tax base moved to the
lower tax rate of 18 per cent
and the remaining five per
cent share in tax base,
moved to a new much high-
er tax rate of 40 per cent.

The net result is that for
80 per cent of consumers,
the tax burden will remain
the same. For 15 per cent of
purchases, the tax burden
will reduce by 7-10 per cent.

Just five per cent of pur-
chases in the luxury, auto-
mobiles and “sin goods”
segment will attract a hefty
12 per cent additional tax.
‘This restructuring fits well
with the objective of bene-
fiting the largest set of con-
sumers or holding them
unharmed, whilst soaking
the rich and the wayward
via a higher “sin tax”,
which partially pays for
the tax reductions enjoyed
by the middle class. Those
at low-income levels

Patel, with his i

te finance, New Delhi

remain unharmed.

This is clever accounting,
but far from structural
reform. The objective of
improving the efficiency of
tax collection significantly
remains compromised to
manage the near time
impact on consumers and
protect government rev-
enue. The inflation impact
is assessed at an additional
0.25 percentage points. SBI
anticipates an overall
deficit initially of unto ¥1.1
trillion in the annual rev-
enue collection, but expects
this can be neutralised by
Lhe consumpuon boosting

“income effect” of lower
tax for consumers in 15 per
cent of the tax base.
Industry, however, is wary
of demand compression in
automobiles if they are
included in the “sin tax” 40
per cent segment.

The weighted average
rate of GST continues
decreasing from 14.4 per
cent at inception to 11.6 per
cent in 2019 to 9.5 per cent
in GST 2.0, illustrating the
favourable direction of
change in tax for a signifi-
cant segment of con-
sumers, Tax buoyancy will
depend on how propensity
to save windfall gains dur-
ing tough times plays out
versus the marginal
propensity of consumers to
spend (mostly in the higher
income-tax brackets). The
tax structure remains com-
plex with five rates, includ-
ing a special rate for dia-
monds, jewellery and pre-
cious metals. Increase in
the efficiency of tax collec-
tion will depend on the
level of tax breaks given for
products where demand is
suppressed by income.
There is also the issue of
neutralising the likely dif-
ferential impact across
states depending on their
income and consumption

profiles. A good first step
fm meaningful engage-
ment, in the spirit of coop-
erative federalism, would

for the finance minister
to pledge that no state will
be harmed by the change.

Whether some will be
benefited more than others
would then be her
discretion.

The writer is
Distinguished Fellow,
Chintan Research
Foundation, and was
earlier with the IAS and
the World Bank

ovation can't flourish

when you're reduced to navigating the same
bureaucratic sludge as career civil servants.

t was meant to be a bold reform now
appears to be yet another committee-bound exer-

cipline and IMF pedigree, offers both gravntas md
afamiliar face,

technocratic

But the backsr.ory ‘matters. His 2018 resignation
was the first time in decades that a sitting RBI
Governor quit abruptly, sparking debates about
the Centre's overreach. Shaktikanta
su(xxzssion only deepened suspicions of a “yes-

Das' smooth

LETT
STRATEGIC
VIGILANCE NEEDED

Pakistan's outreach to Russia,
coupled with its strategic
alignment with China signals a
shifting axis that India must
monitor closely. While
Shehbaz Sharif claims to
respect India Russia ties, histo-
ry reflects duplicity in regional
diplomacy. China's growing
military assertiveness &
Pakistan's continued instability
make their deepening cooper-
ation with Moscow a potential
geopolitical triangle. India
must not view these moves in
isolation. A recalibration of our
foreign policy focused on
strategic autonomy, defence
modernisation and stronger
alliances with ASEAN the
West, and Central Asia are
essential to safeguard national
interests in a volatile multipo-
lar world.

Vijaykumar H.K
Chennai

PREPARE FOR MONSOON

1t is need of the hour for Chennai which
faces manmade disastrous potholes
claiming lives, electrocution claiming
innocent lives and posing a threat to two-
wheeler users in city. It is a wake-up call
to authorities what they are doing
already is not enough. Much danger
awaits soon for heavier monsoon
Immediate short-term remedies along-
side long term solutions are needed with
disaster management expert committees
and speedy implementation. Let us allow
storm water go to sea and plan to spend
money for desalination from sea water
and stop the supply chain of lorries abun-
dantly adding to traffic woes.
r. P. Soundararajan
Chennai

ABUSIVE REMARKS

While it is highly condemnable that a
vouth has passed abusive remarks
ag;unst PM Modi and his mother during
the ' Voter Adhikar Yatra' in Bihar and
the abuser who is from Gujarat has also
been arrested, it is unfortunate that Modi
has used the slur against his mother to
gain political mileage in poll- bound
Bihar. Modi has tried to implore the sym-
pathy of the people of Bihar. But why has
he not rushed to Manipur to console our
affected sisters and their families?
Tharcius S. Fernando
Chennai

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

real story isn't just about a few illegal eco huts
tucked away in Munsiyari. It's about the one man
who refused to look away. Sanjiv Chaturvedi,
chief conservator of forests, has once again done
what few babus dare —
black and white, no matter how powerful the play-
ers involved.
Mr Chaturvedi is not new to this. A Magsaysay
Award winner, he has mag
corruption, whether it was in AIIMS or the

| out wrongdoing in

de a career out of expo:

Lateral entry:
A reform lost
in translation

bagg chatter than the revolution it once claimed
to
The reasons are hardly mysterious. For one, the
government stumbled headlong into the reserva-
tmn debate. By defining lateral entry posts as “sin-
gle-post cadres™ and therefore outside the ambit of
consntut\cmll quotas, it invited criticism of
g affirmative action. Politically, that was
never. gmngto fly. Instead of addressing it head-on
— say, by designing a transparent system of
reserved slots — the government blinked, quietly
withdrawing advertisements for 45 posts last year
and pretending it was all part of a grand re-think.
’l‘hen there’s the talent pool problem. Rather
than attracting the best of India’s boardrooms,
apph(ztmns have dlspmpomonamly come from
mid-managers keen to stay in Delhi. Add to
that a salary structure pegged to government
scales, which is far below what senior private sec-
tor leaders command. The only people willing to
take the plunge are those who view it as a lifestyle

—+ oe o

cise, caught between the imperatives of social j
tice, the realities of compensation, and the unwill-
Jingness to redefine roles, Unless the government
creates a distinct lateral track with clear man-
dates, competitive pay, and built-in accountabili
ty, this scheme will remain exactly what it is
today.

CURIOUS COMEBACK OF URJIT PATEL
The irony is rich. Urjit Patel, the Reserve Bank
governor who famously walked away mid-term in
2018, citing “personal reasons” while everyone
whispered “government interference," is now
India’s man at the International Monetary Fund.
The very establishment that once bristled at his
autonomy streak has wheeled him back into the

t, this time with a global microphone.
This isn't just about Mr Patel. It's about India’s
shifting caleulus on credibility. In a world where
IMF boardrooms are wmghmg debt distress in Sri
Lanka, precarious reserves in and

man" preference. Fast forward to today, and Mr
Patel’s quiet rehabilitation raises uncomfortable
questions: the government truly come to
value institutional independence, or is this
simply a case of redepluymg a skilled insider
abroad, where his autonomy won't sting quite as
much?

‘Whatever the answer, the signal to the interna-
tional community is clear: India is fielding a
heavyweight at the IMF table. For Mr Patel, it's a
redemption arc. For the Centre, it's a test of
whether it can project technocratic credibility
abroad while still wrestling with political interfer-
ence at home.

Sometimes, the louder message lies not in the

itself, but in thy itqui-
etly papers over.

THE LONE WHISTLE IN THE HIMALAYAS
In Uttarakhand, where every monsoon brings
frest : finai

of the ? fragility, the

+

Harya.na forest department, often paying the price
transfers, inquiries, and isolation. In

M]mslyar], he flagged how rules were bent,
approvals bypassed, and public revenue siphoned
off under the guise of eco-tourism. More i 1mpor-
tantly, he named names and demand led real
accountability, urging nothing less than CBI and
ED investigations. ’l’ha! takes courage in a system
where blawmg the whistle often means blowing
up your own

Interestmgls’, the Centre only stirred into action
after his report landed on desks, ordering the state
forest department fo prosecute those responsible.
Without Mr Chaturvedi’s doggedness, the issue
would likely have been buried under the usual
rubble of “development” projects.

Love them, hate them ignore them at

national peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip's
‘belief. Share significant babu escapades dilipcher-
ian@hotmail.com.



