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Surviving a golter’s

WhatsApp
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Rahil Gangjee

IFYOUTHINK golfis difficult, trysurvivinga
golfer’s WhatsApp group. No, seriously.
Everyone thinks the hardest part of golf is
getting out of a deep bunker or holing that
four-footer that suddenly looks like
Augusta’s 18th green. But trust me — those
are child’s play compared to the emotional,
psychological,and spiritual traumaofbeing
partofagroup chatwith golfers.I'vebeenin
plenty. Club groups, weekend buddies
groups, “elite invite-only” groups (where
everyoneinvites everyone anyway),and even
family golf groups where uncles send “Good
Morning”flowersat 5.30 am.They’reall the
same: chaotic, unfiltered, and proof that
golfers should spend more time practicing
andless time typing. Let me break down the
characters, the dramas, and most impor-
tantly, the survival guide.

The tee-time wars: Every group starts
with one noble soul posting: “Who’s play-
ing tomorrow?”

What followsisameltdown that makes
Indian trafficlook organised.

mPlayerA:“6.30works best forme.”

m Player B: “Not possible.It’s dark. 7.15
please.”

m Player C: “Any time, I'm flexible”
(translation: I'llagree towhatevertimeyou
book, then cancel at 11.59 pm tonight).

m Player D: “Boys, make it 9 am.I need
mybeauty sleep”

The Secretary:“9 am? You'll never geta
slot.Only 6.45 isavailable.”

mPlayer D:“Then I’'m out.Sad”

At this point, 87 messages have been
exchanged. Not a single

group

m “Super round bro! 94 is almost
breaking 90.”

That’s notencouragement, that’s psycho-
logical warfare. It’s golf’s version of “With all
duerespect...”which usuallymeansthere’sno
respect at all. One poor soul will try defend-
ing himself: “Ya, but greens were slow.”
Immediately, the Excuse Olympics begin:

m“Slow? Theywere lightning!”

m “I didn’t putt well because caddie dis-
tracted me”

m “Bro, my driver shaft cracked. You
wouldn’tunderstand?”

Bytheend ofit,120 messageslater,every-
one has blamed weather, caddies, grass,
humidity, and global warming — but never
their own swing.

The exit drama: A classic. Someone gets
annoyed. Usually after being left out of a
tee-time or accused of sandbagging. With
great flourish, they announce: “I’m done
with this group.” They leave. Exit notifica-
tion pops up. Group goes silent for 30 sec-
onds. Then chaos. “Why did he leave?”
“Must be the caddie tip fight” “No no, it’s
because we didn’t wait for him last Sun-
day”“Add himbackyaar” Sure enough,two
days later, he’s quietly re-added. No one
mentions it.The cycle continues.
The secretary complex: Every group
hasthatone poor guywho thinks he’s the
group secretary. He’s the one who books
tee times, negotiates caddie tips, posts
tournament entry forms, and reminds
everyone about dress codes. He means
well. But he slowly transforms into that
class monitor everyone hated. “Guys,
shorts not allowed tomorrow.”“Don’t for-
get to pay the starter.”“Please carry exact
change”He doesn’t realise golfers are the
least obedient species on earth. Half the
group will turn up in shorts, without
cash,and say: “Sorry boss, forgot.”
The great handicap debate: Oh, this is
special. Nothing lights up a
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Survival tip #1: Never vol-
unteer to book tee times.
You’ll end up as the designated punching
bag of the group. Also, golfers have the
memory of goldfish — they’llblameyou for
tee times you didn’t even book.

The silent assassin: There’s always that
one memberwhoneverreplies.Never.Total
radiosilence.You think he’sleft the group.
But come Saturday morning, thereheis —
standing on the tee,freshlypolished shoes,
claiming he“read everything” This manis
dangerous.Hehas cracked the code of sur-
viving the group without typing a single
word. He is either a genius,a monk, or has
hiswife secretlyreading messagesforhim.

Meme mayhem

Ahyes,the meme monsters. Every group
has two of them. The guys who think What-
sApp is their personal Comedy Central. It
startswitha golfjoke: Tiger Woods shanking
into the trees, captioned “Me on the first tee.”
Harmless. Then someone forwards a cricket
meme, then a stock market joke, then a ran-
domvideoofadogdrivingascooterin Bihar.
Byevening,the group has transformed from
“Golfers United”to“Forward Factory Unlim-
ited” My personal favouriteiswhenyouopen
thegroupafterignoringitforthreehoursand
you'rewelcomed by: “452 newmessages.”You
clickin,scroll,scroll,scroll,and realise not one
single message is about golf.

Survival tip #2: Mute notifications. Or
better yet, pretend your phone fell into a
water hazard.

Passive-aggressive pars: This is my
favourite part. The group banter. It looks
friendly onthe surface,buteverylinehasthe
sting of abadly topped 3-wood.

m “Great drive today, pity about the
triple bogey.”

m “You’re playing well... for your
handicap.”

Council. Arguments,counter-
arguments, accusations of
sandbagging, references to obscure tour-
namentsfrom threeyearsago,screenshots
of scorecards... One guy proudly says,“I'm
a 9” Someone else immediately replies,
“More like a 19.” Friendships have ended
over this.

Survival tip #3: Never, ever bring up handi-
caps unless you enjoy watching grown men
fight like toddlers over chocolate.

The endgame—food and beer: After all
the chaos — tee times, memes, insults,
exits, re-entries — the group finally finds
peace in the universal golfer’s language:
food and beer.“Where’s dinner?”“Same
placeaslasttime?”“Beer’son me”And sud-
denly,like magic,everyoneisfriendsagain.
All grudges forgotten. The only thing
golfersfightharderforthanteetimesisthe
last piece of chicken tikka at the table.

Final survival guide

So,how do you survive a golfer’s What-
sApp group? Three simple rules:
mMute the group. Don’t worry,you’ll still
get tagged in the truly important stuff like
“Where are you?” and “Who’s bringing
the whiskey?”
m Never volunteer to book tee times.
Unless you secretly enjoy punishment.
mShowup,smile, play golf,and orderbeer.
The real conversations, the real banter,and
the real friendships don’t happen on What-
sApp.They happen on the fairways — where
the Wi-Fi is weak but the camaraderie is
strong. Because at the end of the day,no one
remembers the 452 messages.But everyone
remembers the guy who bought the first
round afterabad dayon the course.And that,
my friends, is howyou survive.
Rahil Gangjee is a professional golfer,
sharing through this column
what life on a golf course s like
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If the Bill to remove

arrested ministers is
passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus,
Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC),
Myanmar, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Russia,
Rwanda, Uganda,
Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, which
routinely jail

Opposition leaders

ARTICLE 368 OF the Constitution of
India embodies the constituent power
of Parliament to amend the Constitu-
tion.Sub-article (2) of Article 368 reads,
inter alia, (2) An amendment of this Con-
stitution may be initiated only by the
introduction of a Bill... and when the Bill
is passed in each House by a majority of
the total membership of that House and
by a majority of not less than two-thirds
of the members of that House present and
voting, it shall be presented to the Presi-
dent who shall give his assent to the Bill
and thereupon the Constitution shall
stand amended....

The NDA does not have the numbers
to pass a Constitution Amendment Bill
in either House. The NDA’s strength in
the Lok Sabha is 293 (out of 543 mem-
bers) and in the Rajya Sabha is 133 (out
of 245 members).The numbers fall short
of the magic number of two-thirds in
each House if all the members of that
House are present and voting.

The Opposition parties, put together,
have 250 membersinthe Lok Sabhaand
112 members in the Rajya Sabha. The
Bill will not pass if the MPs cast 182
votes in the Lok Sabha and 82 votes in
the Rajya Sabha against the Bill. But,
ironically, not all Opposition parties are
in opposition to the NDA! The YSRCP,
BJD,BRS and BSP,and some smaller par-
ties, have tended to support the NDA
government.AITC and AAP are opposed
tothe NDAbutwhethertheyare with the
LN.D.I.A.blocis dependent on the issue.

A desperate gamble

It is in this situation that the NDA
government has put a ball in play. It is
The Constitution (One Hundred and Thir-
tieth Amendment) Bill, 2025. After its
introduction, the government promptly
referred the Bill to a Joint Select Com-
mittee for consideration.

On the surface, it isa simple Bill with
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IT IS HARD to remember a week in
which India has been more publicly
humiliated on the world stage than the
one just ended. First, came the fifty per
cent tariffs on Indian imports to the
United States imposed by our Prime
Minister’s ex-best friend. Then came
comments from Donald Trump’s Trade
Adviser that were ugly and untrue.
Peter Navarro declared that the war on
Ukraine was ‘Modi’s war’ because India
was ‘profiteering’ fromit by continuing
to buy Russian oil. The Big Bully in the
White House is too scared to take on
China, so it is India that he chose to
unleash his attack dog upon.

In the face of this biased and unwar-
ranted public humiliation India has cho-
sen so far to maintain a dignified silence.
Well done, India. But now that Trump
has stabbed us in the back and made a
mockery of the Hindutva enthusiasts
who were so in love with Trump that
they organised elaborate Hindu rituals
to celebrate his second term, what
should we do?

Well, for a start, we need to spend
much more time on comprehensive eco-
nomic, judicial, educational and agricul-
tural reforms than on bringing about the
Hindutva cultural revolution. Far too
much time has been wasted on deciding
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A protest against unemployment and inflation in Lucknow

Thankfully, dead
on arrival

a straight intent: to remove a minister
(including prime minister and chief
minister) who is arrested on a serious
criminal charge punishable with impris-
onment for a term which may extend to
five years or more and remains injail for
30days.Inthe 30 days,invariably,inves-
tigationwill not be completed and there
will be no chargesheet, no charges, no
trial and no conviction. Nevertheless,on
the 31st day, the minister will be given
the marching orders staining him or her
asa‘criminal’

The BJP trumpets the Bill as the
apotheosis of constitutional and politi-
cal morality. Its argument is: can there
be a goal more lofty than removing a
‘corrupt’ minister? Can a minister (or
chief minister) rule from jail? Those
who say ‘Aye’ to the Bill are true patriots
and nationals; those who say ‘Nay’
are anti-nationals, urban naxals or
Pakistani agents.

On the contrary

The common experience of how the
criminal law works under the NDA gov-
ernment is frightening. At present,

m practically, all laws have been
weaponised — even GST laws;

m any police officer (that includes a
constable) can arrest with or without a

warrantany person againstwhom...area-
sonable suspicion exists that he has com-
mitted a cognizable offence;

m trial courts are loathe to grant bail
despite Justice Krishna Iyer’s dictum that
‘bail is the rule, jail is the exception’;

m High Courts do not grant bail at the
first hearing and, after letting the prose-
cution drag the matter on one pretext or
another, may grant bail after 60-90 days;

masaresultof thislamentable state of
affairs,scores of bail applications land up
in the Supreme Court every day and the
Supreme Court has become the Court of

first resort for claiming liberty; and

m the inclusion of the prime minister
in the Bill is laughable: no police officer
will dare to arrest the prime minister.

Stand steadfast

The I.N.D.I.A. bloc and the Trinamool
Congress can easily muster the numbers
to defeat the Bill. However, the NDA gov-
ernment is confident that it can find a
way to pass the Bill. It may have a trick up
its sleeve to win over some Opposition
parties or MPs in each House. Or it may
have a Machiavellian scheme to make
some Opposition MPs ‘disappear’, and
enable the government to pass the Bill. Or
ithas a strategm that is beyond my ken.

Thebattle cryhasbeen sounded by the
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prime minister and the home minister
and duly broadcast by the ‘yours obedi-
ently’ media. The Select Committee may
keep the issue alive (like the One-Nation-
One-Election JPC) until after the elections
to the state assemblies in Bihar (2025)
and Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal (2026).

The Indian Express reported (August
22,2025) that, since 2014, 12 ministers
belonging to the Opposition parties were
held without bail, and many for several
months. According to another report, 25
political leaders with serious charges
against them have joined the BJP since
2014,and 23 of them have been exoner-
ated of the charges! As far as I can recall,
no BJP minister has been arrested
since 2014.

If the Bill is passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC), Myanmar,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia and Zim-
babwe which routinely jail Opposition
leaders. If political parties that have
declared their opposition to the Bill stand
steadfast, the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill will fail. When the Bill is

re-introduced, it will be dead on arrival.

Unfinished, urgent business

what people should eat, drink, love and
wear. And on how they should worship.
It turns out now that we do not have the
luxury for a cultural revolution until we
get our basics right.

[ was brooding upon these gloomy
thoughts when I heard the Prime
Minister’s speechin Japanin which he in-
voked his old mantra ‘reform, perform,
transform’. Exactly right. If he had not for-
gotten this mantra for so very long, we
would have been in a stronger position
to face up to the big bully in the White
House. Reform, reform, reform should be
the new mantra. There is much to do.

In the opinion of your ever humble
columnist the most important reform
must be of our justice system. It is scan-
dalous that despite the grandiose assur-
ances of successive Chief Justices there
has never been a serious attempt to speed
up the bullock cart speed at which our
justice system works. Reformis not com-
plicated as I discovered from a lawyer
friend who is a member of the Law
Commission of India. Hitesh Jain spelled
out for me his 3-2-1 formula.’

“Three years to resolve all legacy cases
clogging our courts. Two years to ensure
that new cases are decided conclusively.
One year for disposal of appeals with
strict discipline and focused judicial man-
agement.” Something like this needs to
be done urgently because one reason

why itis so hard to do anythingin our an-
cient land is because the justice system
works so slowly it may as well not work
at all. Getting justice for even the most
heinous crimes not only takes too long, it
is unaffordable for the average Indian.

Side by side with judicial reform
should come reforms in our hopelessly
outdated and shambolic education sys-
tem. It produces graduates who end up
unemployed not because there are no
jobs but because their ‘education’ leaves
them barely literate, linguistically chal-
lenged and unemployable.

I am constantly running into young
people who cannot speak a word of
English despite having studied in ‘English
schools’. English is vital in today’s world
no matter what the RSS chief believes.

From the time that tariffs have been
weaponised by Donald Trump, our
Prime Minister has said in almost every
other speech that he will never betray
the interests of our farmers and fisher-
men. Great. But in the past 11 years,
there has been too little done to im-
prove the infrastructure that farmers
and fishermen need to be able to access
new markets. The farm bills were op-
posed by farmers but instead of finding
out what it is that farmers really need,
every attempt was made to make them
sound like traitors and terrorists.
Unwise because since then the subject

has remained taboo.

The Prime Minister told his audience
of Japanese businessmen that he has got
rid of hundreds of regulations to make it
easier to do business. What he seems not
to know is that the officials, high and low,
who run this country manage somehow
to delay things anyway by coming up
with some new rule or regulation. This
is without mentioning the corrupt prac-
tices they deploy to harass honest citi-
zens who do not wish to bribe them. Itis
on harassment they spend their energies
instead of on governance and all you
need to dois to drive around India to see
the consequences of this. It is not a happy
thing to admit but vast tracts of our
beloved Bharat Mata are now in such a
state of degradation and decay that I
sometimes feel that we have turned our
beautiful country into a gigantic slum.

My apologies for writing such a
gloomy piece this week but it is hard to
write a cheerful column when India has
been humiliated, bullied and threatened
by a man we thought was our friend.
Political pundits, wiser than me, predict
thatin the end itis the United States who
will pay for what Donald Trump has
done. But that time is not now. The only
way that India can continue to grow and
prosper despite the hostilities and hu-
miliation inflicted upon us is to reform
and reform. With a vengeance.
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Impossible to ask probe team on
Dharmasthala ‘murders’ to give

time-bound report, says K'taka HM

Bengaluru: Karnataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara on

Saturday stated that it is impossible to ask the Special

Investigation Team (SIT) to submit its report on the alleged

Dharmasthala mass murder case within a time-bound
framework. Speaking to reporters in Bengaluru,

HM Parameshwara said, "We have only asked the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to expedite the probe into

the alleged Dharmasthala murder case. It is not possible to

ask them to submit a report within a fixed timeframe."
He added that it is currently unclear which direction

the investigation is heading. "If the investigation is
completed early, the report will be submitted accordingly.
Otherwise, the SIT will continue probing the case until
they reach a conclusion," he said. “These are not matters

where we can demand that the investigation be completed

in a certain manner or within a stipulated period. A
specific timeframe cannot be given in this case,”

HM Parameshwara emphasised. He reiterated that

the SIT has been asked to fast-track the investigation into
the case, but ultimately, the decisions lies with the
investigating team.

Gangrape accused shotinlegin
Karnataka's Belagavi

Belagavi: Karnataka police on Saturday shot a gang
rape accused in the leg when he tried to escape by
attacking policemen in Belagavi district of the state.
According to police, the incident has taken place in the
limits of Kittur police station. Ramesh Killar, is the
accused person who has been shot in the leg. Police

stated that Ramesh Killar is accused in a gang rape case,

a case of dacoity, one robbery and an arms case. Three

Non-Bailable Warrants (NBW) were executed against the

accused. Gathering information about the accused, the

Kittur police team had gone to arrest Ramesh Killar at 6

A.M. on Saturday.

TN launches ¥84-lakh project to
track Olive Ridley turtles

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu government has sanctioned
Rs 84 lakh for a two-year study to track the fine-scale
movements of Olive Ridley turtles along the State's
coastline, aiming to strengthen conservation measures
and reduce turtle mortality. The initiative, running from
2025 to 2027, will employ advanced telemetry
technology to monitor turtle behaviour, nesting patterns,
and their interactions with fishing activities. The move
comes after hundreds of Olive Ridley turtles were found
dead along the northern TN coast between December
2024 and March 2025, many suspected to have perished
after becoming entangled in fishing nets. According to a
Government Order issued by Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Department of Environment, Climate
Change and Forests, 20 Olive Ridley turtles will be fitted
with satellite transmitters at key nesting sites, including
the Chennai coast and the Cauvery Delta.

Conspiracy toreplicate SIR
in TN will be defeated: CM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 30 August

sserting that any

conspiracy  to

replicate Special

ntensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Tamil
Nadu by the Election
Commission (EC) will be
defeated, Chief Minister and
ruling DMK president MK
Stalin on Saturday said the
state had the necessary
wherewithal to accomplish
that.

“Whatever mightbethe plan
of the EC, the SIR will not
succeed even in Bihar. As far
as Tamil Nadu is concerned
any attempt to impose such
an exercise it will be thwarted
and we have the wherewithal
to accomplish that,” the Chief
Minister told the media at the
Chennaiairportbeforeleaving
forhis European tour of Germany
and the United Kingdom.

Sharing what he saw and
observed in Bihar where he
teamed up with Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, RJD leader
Tejaswi Yadav and CPI-ML
General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya in the ongoing

L. e

Vote Adhikar Yatra, he said
the EC had awakened the
people and made them aware
of their vote. In his view, it has
become counterproductive.
Stalin, accompanied by his
sisterand DMK Deputy General
Secretary Kanimozhi, MP, had
joined the yatra, whichis getting
a massive response.
Responding to a question
on the recent opinion poll,
predicting a landslide for the
BJPif Lok Sabhaelections are
held now, Stalin was dismissive
of that and said the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance
(SPA),comprising the Congress,
Left Parties, VCK, MDMK and
Muslim Parties and the

Tamizhaga Vazhvurimai Katchi,
will register aresounding victory
asin the past. The Chief Minister
declined to comment on
actor-turned neta Vijay’s claim
thatthe2026 assembly election
isadirect contest between his
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) and the DMK. “No
comment,” was his response.
Vijay, attempting to position
himself as the alternative and
as the ideological heir of
Dravidian icons, Anna and
Periyar,hasbeen targeting the
DMK as the TVK’s primary
political enemy and the BJP
as the ideological enemy.

On reports of new parties
entering the DMK-led front,

Stalin said, “Whether new
parties are comingor not,new
voters are comingtothe DMK.
This is the truth.” There are
reports of the DMDK of late
actor Vijayakanth, led by his
wife Premalatha, as well as a
faction of the PMK joining the
DMK-led front. The DMDK
teaming up with the DMK
combine gained credence after
Premalatha called on Stalin
on his return from the Hospital
a fortnight ago.

The Chief Minister was
dismissive of the opposition
criticism of his foreign jaunts
to scout for investment. All
the MoUs entered into will
bear fruit with some having
set their shops already while
othersarein thefinal stages of
completion, he said adding
since he took over office in
2021, the state had signed 922
MoUs, attracting over Rs 10
lakh crore ensuringemployment
opportunities for 32.81 lakh
people. “Securing foreign
investment by making Tamil
Nadu a prime destination for
investments is to achieve the
target of making the state One
Trillion Dollar economy by
2030,” he said.

Birlastresses Centre-state
coordinationfor
SC/STempowerment

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhubaneswar, 30 August

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Saturday underlined that
coordinated efforts between
the Centre and States are
essential for the empowerment
of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs).

Concluding the two-day
National Conference of
Chairpersons of Committees
on the Welfare of SCs and ST's
of Parliament and State
Legislatures here, Birla
announced that a “Bhubaneswar
Agenda 2025” will soon be
framed with actionable
recommendations for the
government.

The Speaker said that the
deliberations focused on
ideas, innovations, technology,
and best practices being
followed by state legislatures
and Parliament committees.
“All these suggestions will
be studied, and a
consensus-driven Bhubaneswar
Agenda 2025 will emerge to
further strengthen and
empower SCs and STs,” he
noted. It will be a roadmap
for an equitable and inclusive
society by 2047, he added.

Highlighting that every state
facesunique challenges, Birla
emphasized the need for
identifying common ground.
He pointed out that this was
the first such conference held
outside Delhi in 25 years.

Education and technology
are key drivers of future
empowerment of SC/ST youth,
he sadi while adding that
recommendations of committee
should be seen as constructive
guidance, not as criticism

Calling for synergy between
central and state governments,
the Speaker said, “Only through
such coordinated effort can
the true benefits of development
and progress reach marginalized
communities.” He also urged
State Assemblies to constitute
dedicated Committees on the
Welfare of SCs and STs to
ensure sustained attention
and accountability.

Birla stressed that the
overarching goal remains the
vision of Babasaheb
Ambedkar—an equitable,
just, and inclusive society.
He expressed confidence that
the Bhubaneswar Agenda
2025 will serve as a guiding
framework for future legislative
action.

Azhar tobe MLC as Conglookstfor BC candidateinJubilee Hills

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 30 August

The Telangana Cabinet’sdecision
to nominate former cricketer
Mohammad Azharuddin as
MLC under the government’s
quota will ensure that chief
minister A Revanth Reddy has
a free hand to decide on his
owncandidatefortheupcoming
bypoll for the Jubilee Hills
constituency, deemed to be a
prestige fight. Azharuddin, who
lost from the same seat during
the Assembly electionsin2023,
had, on his own, announced
his candidature from Jubilee
Hills, but the chief minister

seemed reluctant torenominate
him once again. The Congress
isreportedly considering fielding
a BC candidate this time. The
state Cabinet today decided to
renominate Professor M
Kodandaram as MLC, along
with Azharuddin, under the
governor’s quota after the
Supreme Court struck down
his earlier nomination. Chief
minister Revanth Reddy had
his way in deciding the party
candidate for the Jubilee Hills
constituency, which will be a
prestige fight for the Congress
since the party had failed to
win a single seat in Hyderabad
inthe Assembly elections, 2023.

Thesuddendeath of BRSMLA
Maganti Gopinath led to the
bypoll,and the Congresshopes
to win it this time with a little
help from the AIMIM. The
Jubilee Hills constituencyincludes
upscale locations as well as
slums with a significant
percentage of Muslim minority
voters. Azharuddin failed tofind
any support because of his
absenceontheground. Although
hemadethecustomaryrounds
in Delhibut the High Command
did not yield this time.

Last time, the BRS had won
the seat even after Congress
fielded theformer Indian skipper
Mohd Azharuddin, as AIMIM,

which was then aligned with
the ruling BRS, had split the
minority vote by fielding a
candidate from the Muslim
community. The Congress might
field V Naveen Yadav as its
candidate, since heis a familiar
figure in the constituency and
had come close to winning the
seat in 2014 as an AIMIM
candidate. In 2023, hefiled his
nomination as anindependent
candidate,but waslater persuaded
to withdraw in favour of
Azharuddin. Instead of a straight
fight, itislikely tobeatriangular
fight, though thelarge percentage
of Muslim vote may turn out
to be adampener for the BJP.

OnedeadinKerala’s Kannurinsuspected bomb-makingincident

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Thiruvananthapuram,
30 August

One person was Killed in a
powerful explosion that took
place at a house at Keezhara
near Kannapuram in Kerala's
Kannur district.
Theexplosionthathappened

ataround 2 amon Saturday;has
completely destroyed the tile-
roofed house.

The intensity of the blast
was so powerful that it shook
the houses within the radius
of 500 meters. The shock waves
damaged many nearby houses,
breaking doors and leaving
cracksinwallsThe police suspect

that the blast occured during
the making of country bombs.
Thedeceased hasbeenidentified
as Muhammed Asham, a
native of Chalad in Kannur.
His body parts were found
scattered across the site The
police, the bomb squad,dog
squad and fireand rescue team
has reached the scene. It is not

known whether more persons
are trapped under the debris.
Heavy machinery was brought
to the site to clear the debris.
Thehouse belonged toaretired
teacher,Govindan ,was rented
out to one Anoop Malik.He
was earlier booked by policein
connection withabomb making
case

TENDER

Manushi to hitthescreens after
prolonged courtbattlechallenging | onam sadhya
CBECtermingitanti-national

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 30 August

Successfully challenging the
Censor Board denying film
certification on the ground that
the Andrea Jeremiah-starrer
‘Manushi’ is anti-national and
directing 30 cuts, the filmis all
set to hit the screens shortly.
With Madras High Court
giving the green nod after
Justice N Anand Venkatesh
had a private screening of the
movie and exclaiming that it
‘masterfully explores the dark
underbelly of power’, the film
crew is readying it for release.
The Judge had ordered minor
modifications as against the
25 cuts and 12 modifications
mandated by the CBFC.
Claiming it as a victory for
freedom of expression to critique
society and the state, the film’s
director Gopi Nainar said:
“Manushiopensupaconversation
inorder toexpand thedemocratic
space and be conscious of the
failure of the state as well as
society in addressing the
structures of oppression. In a
country like India, it is not
enough to have legislations to
curtail casteist atrocities and
highhandedness of the
instruments of the state.
What is needed is

[ ]
LN

implementation.”

On why the CBFC had
perceived the film as anti-national,
hesaid “They see things through
the prism of Hindutva which
has set a framework which is
opposed to any violation of
ascribed identity and transgression
of ascribed location.Ithasbeen
the case for over 2000 years.
In the movie, the female lead
attempts at a democratic
conversation.”

The film is produced by
acclaimed national award
winning filmmaker Vetrimaran
he had approached the court
for the second time since the
CBEFC insisted on the 37 cuts.
The director Gopi Nainar, a
well known Dalit activist, rose
to fame with his first movie,
‘Aram’ in which the lead was
played by female superstar,

Nayanthara.

After watching the movie
on August 24,along with CBFC
officials, the Judge delivered
the verdict on Friday. In his
judgement, he wrote: “Manushi
isapoignant cinematicreflection
of how ordinary lives can be
torn apart when systematic
prejudices and State machinery
collidein moments of political
suspicion. Atits heart, the film
narrates the story of a humble
father and his young daughter,
whofind themselves ensnared
in a police dragnet because
they leased part of their modest
property tothree women, later
branded as extremists. What
begins as agesture of goodwill
spirals into a nightmare, as
layers of suspicion,ideological
bias and caste prejudice converge
against innocent lives.”

Kerala readies
for 26-dish

AGENCIES
Thiruvananthapuram,
30 August

When Onam arrives, Kerala
awakens not only in a riot of
flowers and festivities but also
intheirresistible aroma of the
Onam Sadhya -- the grand
vegetarian banquet spread on
a glossy green plantain leaf.

More than a meal, it is a
sensory experience that binds
heritage, flavour, and fellowship
into one unforgettable
celebration.
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Applications are invited under scheme of "One
Station One Product’ for setting up:
Total Thirtean (13) Stall at: Hazrat Nizamuddin, Dalhl, Delm Canil.,
Dethi Shahdara, Mearul City, Palwal, Panipal, Bahadurgarh,
Ghazlabad, Samalkha, Sonipal, Mearul Cantl & Gurgaon Rallway
slations,
Total Thirty Four (34) Trolley at: Badli, Baghpal Road, Ballabhgarh,
Baraul, Jakhal, Delhi Kishangunj, Fardabad, Jind, Dalhi Sarairohilla,
Fardabad Mew Town, Mansa, Deaband, Khataull, Khskra, Narswana,
MNanglol, Palam, Partapur, Noli, Marela, Sakoll Tanda, Tapr, Okhia,
Tohana, Shakurbasti, Shamll, Tughlakabad, Julana, Sampla,
Modinagar, Muradnagar, Shilviibridge, Tilakbridge, Dalhi Safadargun)
Ruilway Stations.
The penod for setling up of stall at Kurukshaira, Subzi Mandi, Palwal,
Gurgeon & Mesrul Cantl. Stetions per spall will be B0 days
Tha pariod for satting up of Trodley al stations manticnsd in (B ) above
will bis 30 days per spall
Registration fes for NSG 1, 2, 3 & 4 stations will be charged £ rate of
Ra. 2000 for sach spall of thiry dovs and for NSG 8§ (Dalhi Kishangan|,
Decband, Badli, Okhla, Shamill, Taprl, Jind, Jakhal, Tehana, Mansa,
Narwana, Baghpet Rond, Khekrn, Nanglol, Muradnagar, Khatauli,
Mesarul Cantl, Julana, Sampla, Shiva)l Bridge, Tilak Bridga & Dalii
Saldarjung) & NSG 8 (Parlapur & Sakoll Tanda ) registration fes will ba
charged £ rate of Rs, 1000 for each spell of thirty days
The following are the aligibity criterla for paricipant viz
f} Holder of Artisana™Weaver ID card Issued by Davelopment
Commissioned Handicrall, Develepmanl Commissionar
Handloom, or by the reguisite state/Central Governmeant Authority
individual artisans’weavers/craftsmen enrollediregisterad with
Tribal Cooperaiiva Marketing Developmant Federation of India
Limited (TRIFED yNational Handloom Development Corporation
(NHDC iKhadi/ Viilags Industries Commission (KVIC) associated
with Social Organizations, State Govl. bodies and associated with
regsstered micro enterprises on the Lkdyam Porial of the Memnistry of
MSME and NGOs eto.
Sell Halp Groups registered with PMEGP (Prime Minister's
Employment Genaralion Programmaa ).
i} Marginalized orweaker sections of society,
I} Woseparate logo shall be allowed.
The applicant will have to submit an wndereking to the Siation
Superintendent indicating that no activity would be undertaken to
adversely affect the train operations, passenger safely and image of
the Railways
Applications should be addressed and can be submitted to Station
Superintendant al station by the applicant il 15:00 hrs of 08.09.2025,
which will be opened on sama day.
Station Supenntendent will make prorty rester of all approved
pariicipants and priority will be established through a draw of lots
conducted at the atation in the presence of all approved applicants by
tha Station Manager/Sectional CMI and nominated Finance
representative
The One Station One Product schome shall be govemed by Railway
Board's Commancial Cirewdar No. 12 of 2022 and 09 of 2023
respoctively available at website: www. indianrallways.govin & URL
httpesi/ffindianrallways ., gov.in/
rallwayboard/uploads/directorate/tratfic
comm/Comm_LCir_2022/ Q80P %20Pollcy.pdl &
hitps //indianrallways.gov.in/rallwayboard/uploads/
direcicratedrafic_commComim_Cir 202300 C%20%2000% 20002020
23.pdl For any queries applicant may contact Station Suparintendent
or CM| of tha respaciive stations 262412025
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Zelenskyy seeks Trump, EU talks
on stalled Russia peace efforts

Kyiv: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Friday that Ukrainian officials want to meet with US
President Donald Trump and European leaders next week
to discuss recent developments in efforts to end the
three-year war with Russia.

The proposed meetings appeared designed to add
momentum to the push for peace, as Zelenskyy expressed
frustration with what he called Russia’s lack of constructive
engagement in the process while it continues to launch
devastating aerial attacks on civilian areas.

Trump has bristled at Russian leader Vladimir Putin’s
stalling on an US proposal for direct peace talks with
Zelenskyy, and said a week ago he expected to decide on
next steps in two weeks if direct talks aren’t scheduled.

Trump complained last month that Putin “ talks nice and
then he bombs everybody.” But he has also chided Ukraine
for its attacks.

At an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on
Friday, the United States warned Russia to move toward
peace and meet with Ukraine or face possible sanctions.

Turkey shuts airspace, restricts
trade with Israel over Gaza war

Istanbul: Turkey announced Friday it was closing its
airspace to Israeli government planes and any cargo of arms
for the Israeli military while closing its ports to maritime
trade between third countries and Israel.

The announcement by Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
came on top of a ban on direct trade between Turkey and
Israel announced in May of 2024.

“We have completely cut off our trade with Israel. We have
closed our ports to Israeli ships,” Fidan told a special
parliamentary debate on Gaza in Ankara. “We do not allow
container ships carrying weapons and ammunition to Israel
to enter our ports, nor do we allow aircraft to enter our
airspace.”

Ankara has been a harsh critic of Israeli attacks on Gaza,
with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan repeatedly referring
to Israel’s actions as genocide and likening Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to Hitler.

WHO warns of worsening cholera
outbreaks, urges swift action

Geneva: The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
reported that cholera outbreaks,
driven by conflict and poverty,
are worsening across multiple
countries and pose a significant
global public health challenge.

The latest Disease Outbreak
News said that 409,000 cholera
cases and 4,738 deaths were
reported across 31 countries
between 1 January and 17
August 2025, with six countries reporting case fatality rate
exceeding 1 per cent.

According to the data, the Eastern Mediterranean Region
registered the highest number of cases, while the African
Region reported the most deaths.

The report warns that conflict, mass displacement,
natural disasters, and climate change are driving the spread
of cholera, particularly in rural and flood-affected areas
with weak infrastructure and limited healthcare access.
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Indonesia: Protesters burnlegislature, 2 dead

AGENCIES
Jakarta, 30 August

nangry mob set fire

toalocal parliament

building in an

Indonesian
provincial capital, leaving at
least three people dead and
five others hospitalised, officials
said.

Theblaze in Makassar, the
capital city of South Sulawesi
province, began late Friday.
Television reports showed
the provincial council building
ablaze overnight, causing the
area to turn an eerie orange
color.

Rescuers retrieved three
bodies by Saturday morning,
while five people were
hospitalized with burns or
with broken bones after
jumping from the building,
said Fadli Tahar,alocal disaster
official.

Protesters in West Java’s
Bandung city also set aregional

Protesters walk by as the local parliament building is engulfed
in flames during a protest following the death of a delivery
rider in clashes between riot police and students protesting
against lawmakers' allowances in Makassar, South Sulawesi,
Indonesia, on Friday. acencies

parliament ablaze on Friday,
but no casualties were reported.
In Surabaya, Indonesia’s
second-largest city, protesters
stormed the regional police
headquarters after destroying
fences and torching vehicles.
Security forces fired tear gas
and used water cannons, but

demonstrators fought back
with fireworks and wooden
clubs.

Foreign embassies in Jakarta,
including the US, Australia
and Southeast Asian countries,
have advised their citizens
in Indonesia to avoid
demonstration areas or large

public gatherings.

Calm largely returned to
Indonesia ‘s capital on Saturday
as authorities cleaned up
burned-out cars, police offices
and bus shelters that were
set ablaze by angry protesters.

Five days of protests began
inJakartaon Monday, sparked
by reports that all 580 lawmakers
receive a monthly housing
allowance of 50 million rupiah
($3,075) in addition to their
salaries. The allowance,
introduced last year, is almost
10 times the Jakarta minimum
wage.

Critics argue the new
allowance is not only excessive
but also insensitive at a time
when most people are grappling
with soaring living costs and
taxes and rising unemployment.

The protests grew wider
and more violent following
the death of 21-year-old
ride-hailing driver Affan
Kurniawan. A video on social
media apparently showing

his death during a rally in
the capital Jakarta on Thursday
shocked the nation and spurred
anoutcry against the security
forces.

Kurniawan was reportedly
completing a food delivery
order when he was caught in
the clash. Witnesses told local
television that the armored
car from the National Police’s
Mobile Brigade unit suddenly
sped through the crowd of
demonstrators and hit
Kurniawan, causing him to
fall. Instead of stopping, the
car ran over him.

On Saturday, hundreds of
ride-hailing drivers and students
in Bali staged a solidarity
demonstration over Kurniawan's
deathin arare protest on the
touristisland. They called for
police reform and the release
of those arrested during the
protests.

Protesters marched toBali’s
regional police headquarters
and riot police fired rounds

of tear gas at them to push
back those who tried toreach
the heavily guarded compound.
Protesters responded by
throwing rocks, bottles and
flares.

Clashes between riot police
and protesters erupted in
multiple cities across Indonesia
on Friday, including in Medan,
Solo, Yogyakarta, Magelang,
Malang, Bengkulu, Pekanbaru
and Manokwari in easternmost
Papua region.

Some 950 people were
arrested in rallies in Jakarta
alone by Thursday, according
to the National Commission
on Human Rights, or Komnas
HAM.

Authorities said about 25
officers were hospitalised
with serious injuries after
being attacked by protesters
inJakarta. The Komnas HAM
believed that the number of
injured people on the
community side is much
bigger.

Israeltocut humanitarian
aidtonorthern Gaza
asitexpandsoffensive

AGENCIES
Jerusalem, 30 August

Israel will soon slow or halt
humanitarian aid into parts
of northern Gaza asit expands
its offensive attempting to
cripple Hamas, an official
said on Saturday.

The official who spoke on
condition of anonymity, told
agencies that Israel will stop
airdrops over Gaza City in
the coming days and reduce
the arrival of aid trucks into
the northern part of the strip
as it prepares to evacuate
hundreds of thousands of
residents south.

Israel on Friday declared
Gaza City a combat zone,
callingita Hamas stronghold
and alleging that a network
of tunnels remains in use
despite several previous
large-scale raids on the area
throughout the nearly
23-month-long war.

The shift comes weeks
after Israel first announced
plans to widen its offensive
in the city, where hundreds

of thousands are sheltering
while enduring famine. In
recent days, the military has
ramped up strikes on the
city’s outskirts. Agencies
video footage overnight Friday
showed several large explosions
across Gaza.

The military’s announcement
to resume fighting came as
thedeath tollin Gazaroseto
more than 63,000 people.
On Saturday, four people
were killed by Israeli gunfire
while trying to get aid in
central Gaza, according to
health officials at Awda
hospital, were the bodies
were brought. It was unclear
when the pause in aid would
begin and when the airdrops
would fully stop. By Saturday
there had been no airdrops
for several days across Gaza,
abreak from the almost daily
drops for the past few weeks.

Israel'sarmy didn’t respond
to a request for comment
about the airdrops or how it
would provide aid to
Palestinians as Israel ramped
up its offensive.

USappealscourtrules Trump tariffsillegal

AGENCIES
Washington, 30 August

Afederal appeals court ruled
Friday that US President
Donald Trump had no legal
right to impose sweeping
tariffs on almost every country
on earth but left in place for
now his effort to build a
protectionist wall around the
American economy.

The ruling from the US
Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit found Trump
overstepped his authority
under an emergency powers
law, a major legal blow that
largely upheld a May decision
by a specialised federal trade
court in New York.

“It seems unlikely that
Congress intended to grant

the President unlimited
authority to impose tariffs,”
the judges wrote in a 7-4
ruling.

But they did not strike
down the tariffs immediately,
allowing his administration
until mid-October to appeal

to the Supreme Court.

The president vowed to
do just that. “If allowed to
stand, this Decision would
literally destroy the United
States of America,” Trump
wrote on his social media
platform.

White House spokesman
Kush Desai said Trump had
acted lawfully, and “we look
forward to ultimate victory
on this matter.”

An attorney for small
businesses affected by the
tariffs, meanwhile, said the
ruling shows Trump doesn’t
have unlimited power to
impose tariffs on his own.

“This decision protects
American businesses and
consumers from the uncertainty
and harm caused by these
unlawful tariffs,” said Jeffrey
Schwab, director of litigation
at the Liberty Justice Centre.

Still, it remains unclear
whether businesses will see
any effects from the decision,
said National Foreign Trade
Council President Jake Colvin.

Taiwan Opposes China’s ‘Victory Day’ parade

ASHOKTUTEJA
Taipei, 30 August

Taiwan has expressed its
serious concern over China’s
plan to hold a “Victory Day”
parade in Beijing next week
and has appealed to all nations
torefrain from attending such
events in the greater interest
of peace in the Taiwan Strait.

“China is organising a
large-scale military paradein
September. These kinds of
parades heighten tension in
the region. We are appealing
toall countries that have been
invited to reconsider any
decision toattendit,” Mainland
Affairs Council (MAC) Deputy

Minister Shen Yu-chung told
visiting journalists from
Indo-Pacific nations.

He said China invariably
makes it a point to use such
events to demonstrate its
military power toits immediate
neighbours.” They (China)

have the ability to annex
Taiwan. But we are also
strengthening our defence
forces and have been steadily
increasing our defence budget,”
he added.

The Taiwanese minister’s
statement came in the wake

of reports that Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and several other leaders would
attend the September parade,
marking the end of World War
Two after Japan’s formal
surrender.

Mr Shen said major world
powers and democratic countries
should issue a stern warning
to China that there would be
economic sanctions against
itifit were touse force against
Taiwan. China must be made
to pay a heavy price if it were
to threaten or use force against
Taiwan or its other neighours,
he added.
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HOSPITALS

s AIIMS 265EE500, 26588900
= Maoolchand Medcity (formerly
Hospital) 42000000 & 24-hour
Chesmils Shap 42000447
#Widyasagar Institute for Men-
tal Health end Newro-5¢lences
26324300, 269249304

#Batra Hospital & Medical
Research Centre 290512 80,
JO858747

s Deen Dayal Upadbyoy
25486320, 35454407

#Guru Tegh Bakadur

54959, SET6TAT

22586263, 115R5007

RAILWAY INQUIRY

General Inguiry 139
o Tall Frepe Mos, 1800112511
& 55 Inquiry Maos, 57886,

ROADWAYS INQUIRY

#|5AT (Gangeal Ingulry)
138GAA3G, 23865181

* Haryana Rosdways ZABG1363
& Himachal Roadwayy
23717473, 23325320

23860616

# Hagasthan Roadways
23864470

=P Roadways JIBGETE

FLIGHT INQLIRY

Heservathon 1B001801407

tre 09910383838,
18001803438, Reservation

® funjab Roadways 23BETEAL,

A1 INCIA Flight Inguiry and

S INDIGLY AVRLINES Mima Dielbil
ity Otfoce 43513185, Call Can-

A43513186; indigo Arlinas &

port 011-25671580; Terminal -
B 25671576, Palam Road
25671579, 18001803333

» JET AIRWAYS Flight Inguiry
and Reservation 35841111

= ERAIRATES Flight Imguiry and
Reservation 33773377

» Air Canada Flight inguiry
2565642 125656431 Reserva
tion 41518181

# Alr France Flight Inquiry and
Resrvation 23366263 |City|
4565220 [Airport]

o Muwart Alrways FREhT Inguiry
and Reservation 23354373
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100 Years of Chequered History

RSS, born in 1925, will turn centenarian next month. It has been a roller-coaster ride for this apolitical
organisation—from facing bans and leaders behind bars to being embroiled in controversies to emerging as a
premier social organisation. RSS has seen it all but remains steadfast in its commitment to nation-building

RSS: The torchbearer of
cultural nationalism

RSS has endured enough but is as committed to its goal of national service as ever

The history of RSS reveals one
interesting aspect. It has always
been surrounded by challenges
since its inception, and they
have been both the cause and
effect of its moral and physical
strength. Dr Hedgewar founded
it in 1925 with a sole vision to
uplift the nation from the mis-

gressive ideas in its thou-
sands of years India’s history
and to remake the nation on
its own foundation. In brief, it
is a revivalist quest for redefin-
ing “who are we?” It was the
longest way to regain our
identity, but the only way,
so for the RSS, it was the

eries of ideas, an unevolved
national character, fractured
social life, and above all, the
state of amnesia of its own glo-
rious life in its thousands of years
of history. This is known as a task
of nation-building. Dr Hedgewar made it a
futuristic movement. This is a reason there has
not been any moment in its 100-year history
to take pause to feel it has accomplished its
task. RSS visualises India as a nation based on
organic civilisational ideas and legacies and
believes India has a world mission, re-human-
ising humanity to achieve an ideal of the world
as family, which is expressed as “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”

Mohan Bhagwat, in his Vigyan Bhawan
speech, unfolded this futuristic agenda of RSS
to reach out to people of the world and present
RSS as an imitable example before them. This
is an indication that cultural nationalism, as
explained by him, is not at all envious and
doesn’t cause binary either inside or outside
India. The series of lectures had twin purpos-
es. First, it was intended not to celebrate but
to present before the nation a social audit of
its hundred years.

He aptly said that the biggest voluntary
organisation in the world, RSS, has faced
unbridled criticisms. He cautioned the critics
that their criticisms were like corrupted coins
that lose their monetary value. Seventy-five
years ago, a senior Congressman , A G Kher,
local self minister in the United Provinces, in
his article, “Admit RSS in Congress fold”,
in the English daily Mahratta on 18
November 1949, said, “repeating
the same allegations again and
again against the RSS does not serve
any purpose.”

The criticisms against it by left lib-
erals and Nehruvians were not
without motive. They were mental-
ly hegemonised by the West and
subordinated themselves to their
ideas. For them, any quest for orig-
inality means feuds, confrontations,
rigorous intellectualism, and
activism. They realised its futility for
their mental and physical com-
forts. RSS negated it. It
made its mission to
explore its philosophy,
cultural ethos, pro-

RAKESH SINHA

Former MP, Rajya Sabha
and RSS ideologue

shortest way. This gave it the
stamina to bear unfounded
criticisms and unwarranted
repression. Bhagawat remind-
ed the historical events in
the life history of the RSS in
these terms. In fact, ideological adversaries
who controlled the state power made arduous
efforts to declare the RSS as a legitimate entity
that was against secular democracy and the
idea of India. Bhagawat was right, the RSS
crossed that stage, and now it is being heard
both in India and outside with an emotional
bond with it, expectations from it, and also
curiosity about it.

No leader, whether social or political organ-
isation, had ever spoken before the people and
addressed all types of critiques about himself
and his organisation. They enjoy super celebri-
ty status. RSS presents an exceptional example.
Bhagawat explained it, “l am at the disposal
of the organisation. Even at the age of 80, the
Sangh can ask me to run a shake, and even a
Swyamsevak at the age of 35 can be asked to
sit in the office.”

Itis not a simple statement. It carries the basic
characteristic of the Sangh, where individual-
ism has no place. The hierarchies in the organ-
isation are based on not position or power but
responsibilities and ethics. It is difficult to realise,
he said, “unless you come to see the real hap-
penings inside the organisation.” This shows
with millions of swyamsevaks, RSS still carries
the ambition to expand to those who could not

reach its basket. It is not a numerical target.
In his speech, he articulated RSS’s perspec-
tives on the great social transformation.
The most important among them, he
argued, was to create a new con-
sciousness of casteless and classless
feelings among the people.

Therefore, expansion means cre-
ating a new wave. Marx preached
struggle to end Inequality. RSS
addresses the problem by creating
social sensitivity. That is a reason
he appealed to the people to
take their children to
localities where
the poor live
and see their

miseries.
CONTINUED
ON >> PII

RSS and the Long
Shadow of “Vote Chort’

How Hindutva’s founders learned from Hitler & Mussolini

Over the past weeks,
Rahul Gandhi has alleged
large-scale manipulation
of voter lists and patterns,
pointing to Mahadevapura
in Bengaluru as a case
study; the Election
Commission has demand-
ed a formal declaration,

ing “absolute

authority,” cadre
drilled to obey
without question,
and an avowed
leader-principle mir-
roring Hitler’s
Fihrerprinzip
(Supreme Leader).

shifting the burden on the
accuser. That's a move
that is designed to shield
the game-riggers. And in a
move aimed at chilling
protest, opposition leaders were briefly detained
during a march to the Commission in Delhi on
August 11. These are not stray incidents. They land
on a terrain poisoned decades ago — an ideol-
ogy that insists dissenters and “outsiders”
survive here only on fragile sufferance, exposed
to rejection at any moment, treated not as cit-
izens but as tenants on probation.

I say this because MS Golwalkar, the RSS’s key
ideologue, wrote the exclusion into doctrine
itself. In his 1939 book We or Our Nationhood
Defined, he decreed that “foreign races in
Hindusthan must either adopt the Hindu culture
and language, must learn to respect and hold
in reverence Hindu religion, must entertain no
idea but those of the glorification of the Hindu
race and culture, or may stay in the country,
wholly subordinated to the Hindu nation, claim-
ing nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any
preferential treatment not even citizen’s rights”.

This is not theory — it is humiliation

scripted into the very idea of nationhood
He went so far as to hold up Nazi Germany as a
teacher, praising its “purging” of Jews as an act
of “race pride”: “To keep up the purity of the race
and its culture, Germany shocked the world by
purging the country of the Semitic race, the Jews.
Race pride at its highest has been manifested
here. Germany has also shown how well-nigh
impossible itis for races and cultures, having dif-
ferences going to the root, to be assimilated into
one united whole, a good lesson for us in
Hindusthan to learn and profit by”.

This isn’t cultural pride; it is a cold architec-
ture of exclusion, a blueprint forabandonment
and subjugation. His doctrine exposes all Indians
who practice ‘a foreign faith’ to a brutal ultima-
tum: merge into the “national race” or exist at
its mercy, fragile, unwanted, and always at risk
of erasure.

Crucially, Golwalkar’s admiration for Nazi
Germany went beyond race — it stretched into
the realm of rule itself. He derided democracy
as a Western weakness and praised dictatorship
to enforce uniformity and suppress dissent, pre-
cisely the logic of Mussolini and Hitler. The RSS
absorbed that poison structurally: A rigid hier-
archy with the Sarsanghchalak wield-

PAWAN KHERA

Chairman, Media and Publicity
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This is where “only
we should rule” stops
sounding like rhetoric
and hardens into an
operating procedure
- @ manual for domination.

What was once a chilling dream

of domination now reads as

cold instruction: silence dissent, erase plural-
ism, replace democracy with submission.

Hindutva thinkers have consistently
endorsed an anti-democratic order. Historian
Marzia Casolari in In the Shadow of the
Swastika, exposes what they admired most:
the militarisation of society and the suffoca-
tion of dissent.

To them, the anti-democratic system was not
awarning but a promise, a seductive alterna-
tive to democracy. She notes the chilling par-
allels with European fascism: Secretive oper-
ations, rigid hierarchies, and the demand for
unwavering loyalty. It is a portrait not of
strength but of obsession, intimida-
tion and control.

Casolari goes further: by 1938, Nazi
Germany had become the chief point
of reference for the Hindu
Mahasabha, under Savarkar’s
presidency. Germany’s rabid racial
policies were studied as a “model”
for solving India’s so-called ‘Muslim
problem’. What followed was an
organisation steeped in secrecy and
blind obedience to a supreme
leader. In this frame, the bending of
institutions is not a slip or excess —
it is the method, coldly calculated
and merciless. And this is the figure
arendra Modi calls his inspiration.

In his 2008 book
Jyotipunj, Modi dedicat-
ed the longest chapter to
Golwalkar — “Pujniya
Shri Guruji”, as he rever-
ently addresses him.
Time and again, Modi
has praised Golwalkar’s
“values” and claimed his
“legacy” guides his
service to the nation.

CONTINUED

ON >> PII

Chronology of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

M S Golwalkar
1940-1973

Madhukar
Dattatraya Deoras
1973-1994

1925 - RSS IS BORN
1930 - EARLY GROWTH
® Expansion in Maharashtra and parts of Central India.
= Emphasis on character-building, discipline, and Hindu
identity.
m Developed Sanghchalaks (leaders) system to guide local
units.
1940 - WORLD WAR Il & QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT:
RSS initially supported British during WWII to
oppose Axis powers, later aligned with Indian
nationalist sentiments.
1942-1947: Played humanitarian roles during
riots and refugee crises amid Partition.
1947-48: RSS members were accused of
involvement in Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination;
the organisation was briefly banned but reinstated
after government inquiries.

1950 - CONSOLIDATION AND SOCIAL OUTREACH
= Moved focus to nation-building and social service.

® Expanded shakhas across India.

m Began fostering allied organizations which later formed
the Sangh Parivar, a family of socio-political and cultural
groups (like VHP, ABVP).

1960 - EXPANSION AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE

®m Began active engagement in cultural and educational
initiatives.

= Played behind-the-scenes roles in shaping discourse on
Hindu identity and national integration.

1970 - EMERGENCY ERA

m RSS opposed Indira Gandhi's Emergency (1975-77); many
activists jailed.

m Strengthened ties with political entities, notably the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which emerged from
earlier Jana Sangh roots.

1980 - POLITICAL PRESENCE
® Influenced the rise of BJP as a national political party.

® |nvolved indirectly in Ayodhya movement, promoting
Ram Janmabhoomi campaign, which became a significant
socio-political issue.

® Expanded youth and student wings, such as ABVP (Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad), to cultivate leadership.

1990 - NATIONAL VISIBILITY: Consolidated influence
through sangh-affiliated organisations, including trade,
educational, and religious institutions.

2000 - SOCIAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL ENGAGEMENT:
Promoted Swadeshi culture, youth training, and Hindu
societal values.

2010 - POLITICAL ALIGNMENT AND EXPANSION: RSS
influence became more visible in national policy through
BJP governments (2014 onwards).

2020 - CENTENNIAL ERA: Maintains influence through Sangh
Parivar organisations in education, health & politics.
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Gulzar’s Aandhi: Film that rocked

Power Corridor 50 years ago

SOMEN SENGUPTA

A film with strong political message
often earns ruler’s wrath but 50 years
ago the film Aandhidirected by Gulzar
released on 14th February 1975 with a
storyline of an emotionally devastated
female politician was banned after 22
weeks of it’s successful running by a
Government only on the basis of a base-
less surmise that it has directly por-
trayed the Prime Minister of the
country.

Gulzar the exceptional poet, lyricist
and film maker had his cultural orien-
tation in a school of cinema and liter-
ature which was dominated by Bengal
and Bengalis. He had his initial grown
up days in Bombay under the shadow
of Bimal Roy, Rishikesh Mukherjee, SD
Burman, Hemant Kumar, Asit Sen,
Kishore Kumar and Sachin Bhowmik .
He befriended with RD Burman and
Rakhi Biswas who later became part of
his life. All these Bengal connections
dragged him closer to Bengali cinema
and he from early 1950s he was
engrossed with the magic spell of
Suchitra Sen the prima donna of
Bengal’s silver screen. Gulzar always
nursed a dream in his heart to work
with Sen and once he rushed to her
Calcutta home to read a script.

Sadly Gulzar did not like Suchitra’s
dominating attitude in script
reading session and left Calcutta
by aborting the project.

Years later Gulzar again
approached Suchitra and this
time with an exceptional story
never seen before on Indian silver
screen. Gulzar wrote the story line
and famous Hindi author
Kamaleshwar developed the same

Sereening Of ‘Aandhi’

Banned

NEW DELHI, July 11.~The Go-
vernment of Indla has banned the
exhibition
(Hindi),
months with immediate effect, ac-
cording to an official Press re-
lease, says PTL

Aandhi
two

ot the film,
for a period of

into a script with additional dia-

—_—

logues added by Gulzar himself.
This time Suchitra was excited to work
with Gulzar and Sanjiv Kumar was
eying to work with Suchitra Sen.

The story of Aandhi was exception-
al. It talks about the pain and internal
conflict of a lady politician whose life
is challenged between domestic course
and political career.

This is surprising that by early 1970s
India had a lady Prime Minister ruling
the country with extra ordinary dom-
inance and iron grip since 1966. Even
before states like UP and Orissa had
lady chief ministers viz Sucheta Kripalini
and Nandini Sathpathy respectively.
India had Vijay Laxmi Pandit as one of
her top diplomat serving in US and
Russia.

It had Padmaja Naidu as Governor of
Bengal. Still no one ever thought to
capture the emotional tumult of a
lady politician in public life.

Story of the film shown how a daugh-
ter of an ambitious politician indulged
herself in the game of power by sacri-
ficing her happy family leaving behind
his ordinary husband whom she
married against the wish of her pow-
erful politician father. The film shown
her in an unusual act of smoking and
boozing in private something unthink-
able for a lady politician in the decade
of 1970’s India. In film she accidental-
ly met her husband and broken emo-
tionally. She repents of losing a normal
life of housewife but regains enough
strength to go back to the corridor of
power. Needless to say that one who
knows the personal and political life of
Indira will find enough reasons to
watch the movie vividly for so much of
similarities with screen and real life.

Plus in the film the character played
by Suchitra was shaped up almost near
resemblance of Indira of that time. Her
partial white hairlines, big dark glasses,
full sleeves blouse and few more phys-
ical signatures were injected in
Suchitra’s screen appearance.

Above all the movie hit the theatre
in such a time when India was slowly

coming out of Indira
Gandhi’s overrated larger
than life image and many
conducts of her son and
herself were slowly ensur-
ing her impending decline.

Aandhi won a rave
reviews in most of the film
journals and newspapers.

The Times of India on 16th
February 1975 wrote :
Arti played by Suchitra
Sen had faint smile, the
quizzical look, the confi-
dent air, the high pressure
reticence, the tightly veiled
sadness, something that could be said
about Indira Gandhi.

Needless to say people started
finding Indira in Aarti. In south India the
film was campaigned with a punch line
that reads “Watch your Prime Minister
on Screen”. The film rocked both the
box office and political circuit of that
time. It was return of Suchitra Sen to
Hindi cinema after Mamta a big hit she
delivered in 1966. This was enough to
create a buzz in Bombay. Secondly
Gulzar exploited best outdoor locations
of Kashmir in this film.

He shot a songs in the archaeologi-
cal ruins of Martand Sun temple of
Anantanag a location largely unseen
and unexplored in Hindi cinema. The
film has only one female character and
that was the central one. Rahul Dev
Burman scored one of his career best
tune for the film and recorded three
immortal duet songs of Kishore Kumar
and Lata Mangeshkar all picturized in
breath taking panoramic valley and
Mughal gardens of Kashmir with the
background of snow-capped moun-
tains. The songs of “Aandhi” are still one
of the top downloaded songs in inter-
net. From 1974 onwards the law of India
was slowly becoming law of Sanjay
Gandhi the unofficial powerhouse of
India Gandhi’s eco system. With the
imposition of emergency in June 1975

Sanjay’s extra constitutional conducts
started crossing all democratic
decorum and he simply over grown
beyond the control of his mother who
as her biographer Kathrine Frank
started fearing him for all kind of
abuses. Hindi cinema became a soft
target of Sanjay’s brutal aggression of
running a system. From banning
Kishore Kumar from All India Radio to
burning the reels of the movie “ Kissa
Kursi Ka “directed by Amrit Nahata.
Indira too was not known for her
kindness towards anyone who dared
to mock her in any artistic form.

Many cartoonists and newspaper
editors often used to get cold threat
from her office if she was ridiculed in
any political cartoons. Her nature in this
was just opposite of her father Nehru
who used to appreciate political car-
toons drawn on him.

Indira herself did not watch the
movie but knowing the character Arti
donning her shadow on screen she
instructed IK Gujral former I& B minis-
ter under whom the movie passed the
censor. Gujral watched the movie and
assured Indira that there was nothing
objectionable in it.

By the time emergency was declared
Gujral was replaced by Vidya Charan
Shukla the very “yes man” of Sanjay as
1 & B minister.

Sanjay was hell bent to
crash the movie and by that
time Indira had very little
control over him. Thanks to his
near equal power to mobilise
decision Sanjay influenced
Indira and the movie was
banned on 11th July 1975 just
within 16 days of emergency
was announced.

A newspaper report said
that the movie is banned for
two months with immediate
effect. Gulzar was in Moscow
where he got the news.
Suchitra was also very upset.
By that time the film was
doing fair to moderate busi-

ness across India. It’s songs in disc
was selling like hot cakes.

Till date it is not clear why
Government banned the film but
there is no doubt that the ban was
a culmination of Sanjay’s person-
al wrath and anger on the presen-
tation of the central character and
the story. Gulzar never said that
his film is based on Indira Gandhi.

He always maintained that he
wanted to show the hardship of
a lady politician in Indian politi-
cal arena. He in his memoir has
written that he developed the
story and script in a room of
Delhi’s Akbar hotel and picked the
name JK the character played by
Sanjeev Kumar from there. Even
Kamaleshwar also said that the film is
not a shadow biography of Indira but
the character Aarti has little resem-
blance of Gayatri Devi of Jaipur.

In 1976 it got seven nominations in
23rd Film Fare award and won two out
of that. Though it was nominated in
almost all categories RD Burman was
not nominated for best music director.
Both Sanjeev Kumar and Suchitra Sen
were nominated for best actor and
actress but only Sanjeev Kumar was
given award.

The ban on Aandhi was finally with-
drawn in 1977 when Indira was thrown
out of power and Janata Party formed
first ever non-Congress Government of
India. The ban was lifted with a special
premierin television ensuring to make
the film reach as much as possible.
Be it an exceptional story, enigmatic
screen presence of Suchitra Sen, unfor-
gettable music created by RD Burman,
Gulzar, Kishore Kumar, Lata and being
the a surprising victim of an obnoxious
political arrogance of a tyrannical
system Aandhi the film 50
ears afterit’srelease isnowa heritage
of Indian cinema.

FROM AGENDA COVER

(Somen Sengupta writes on
films and entertainment)

TheWeaving Threads

The discerning Indian consumer seeks individuality, and
convenience, driving demand for specialised offerings

RACHNA TIWARI

The Indian fashion industry, always a
vibrant tapestry of tradition and moder-
nity, is currently witnessing a fascinating
evolution. While “big sizes” and “sustain-
ability” have undeniably emerged as sig-
nificant growth areas, with brands like
DressBerry Curve, Sassafras Curve, and
Kalki Fashion leading the charge in
inclusive sizing, and sustainable pioneers
like Doodlage, No Nasties, and The
Summer House championing eco-con-
scious practices, a deeper dive reveals an
exciting array of new niches that are
redefining how we dress and consume.

For aspiring fashion entrepreneurs,
this is a golden age of opportunity. The
discerning Indian consumer is no longer
a monolith; they seek individuality,
purpose, and convenience, driving
demand for specialised offerings.
Here are some of the most promising
new avenues:

Adaptive Clothing: Fashion for
Every Body and Ability

This is a niche born of necessity and
evolving into a powerful statement of
inclusivity. Adaptive clothing, designed
for individuals with disabilities, chronic
conditions, or specific mobility needs, is
gaining traction. Imagine garments with
magnetic closures instead of buttons,
seated-friendly cuts for wheelchair users,
or sensory-friendly fabrics. In India,
brands like Haxor are at the forefront,
offering stylish and functional adaptive
wear, recognising that fashion should be
accessible to all. This segment is not just
about utility; it's about dignity, comfort,
and the right to self-expression.

Modest Fashion: Style with

Substance

With a significant population that values
modesty in dressing, this niche is far
more than just conservative wear.
Modest fashion in India blends contem-
porary trends with cultural and religious
sensitivities, offering elegant, sophisticat-
ed, and comfortable options. Brands like
Niswa Fashion, The Hijab Company,
and Mushkiya are skilfully crafting collec-
tions that appeal to a wide demograph-
ic seeking coverage without compromis-
ing on style. This segment demonstrates
a strong understanding of cultural
nuances and the desire for chic yet
respectful attire.

Gender-Neutral/Androgynous
Fashion: Beyond the Binary

The lines are blurring, and fashion is
reflecting this shift. Gender-neutral or
androgynous clothing is about creating
pieces that can be worn and embraced
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Who are

by anyone, regardless of their gender
identity. It challenges traditional sarto-
rial norms, focusing on silhouette,
comfort, and expression rather than pre-
scribed gender roles. While still nascent,
Indian labels like Two Point Two Studio
Limited, HUEMN, and The Pot Plant are
carving out a space with their fluid
designs, appealing to a generation that
champions individuality and self-defin-
ition. This niche is a powerful testament
to fashion’s role in social progress.

Fashion Rental Services: The

Circular Economy Takes Root

The “rent, don’t own” philosophy is
gaining serious momentum, especially
for occasion wear. With the rising aware-
ness of fast fashion’s environmental
impactand the desire for variety without
the commitment of purchase, fashion
rental services are thriving. Platforms like
Flyrobe and Stage3 offer a vast array of
designer wear and trending outfits for
everything from weddings to parties,
making luxury and variety accessible.
This model not only promotes sustain-
ability by extending the lifecycle of gar-
ments but also caters to the desire for
fresh looks without the hefty price tag.

Hyper-Personalised and

Bespoke Fashion

In an era of mass production, the desire
for something truly unique is growing.
Beyond simple customisation, hyper-
personalised fashion leverages technol-
ogy and skilled craftsmanship to create
garments tailored to an individual’s
precise measurements, preferences,
and even personality. Think virtual try-
ons, Al-driven design suggestions, and
direct-to-designer collaboration. While
traditionally a luxury segment, the inte-
gration of technology is making person-
alised experiences more accessible.
CloudTailor, for instance, is making
waves in online tailoring and person-
alised fashion, demonstrating the poten-
tial for this niche to scale.
The Indian fashion industry is dynamic
and ever-evolving.

These emerging niches are not just
fleeting trends; they represent funda-
mental shifts in consumer values and
offerimmense potential for innovative
entrepreneurs. By understanding these
currents and embracing creativity,
we can continue to weave a truly
diverse and prosperous future for Indian
fashion. The thread of opportunity is
strong — it’s time to pick up the needle
and start stitching.

(The writer is an entrepreneur with expertise in HR.
An innovator, she has contributed significantly to
start-up ecosystem development and e-commerce
platform management)

RSS: The torchbearer of
cultural nationalism

RSS treats society as a laboratory to achieve an
egalitarian social order. His speech represent-
ed RSS’s vision of an inclusive society and holis-
tic development. RSS had crossed various phases
of national life.

During the lifetime of Dr Hedgewar, it con-
tributed more than its capacity in anti-colonial
struggle and faced repression, ban on drill, arrest
and martyrdom of its volunteers, and the ban on
the organisation, its training camps. Golwalkar
faced the attacks of ideological adversaries con-
trolling the state. He was arrested and abused.
Then the task of the RSS was to give maximum
assistance to protect Hindus who were victims
of the partition. Thirty-three years (1940-73), he
stood like a Himalaya before the state power and
its patronised intellectuals. His successor, Bala
saheb Deoras, faced no less suppression than the
past. More than lakhs of swyamsevaks were put
into jail. He himself spent 19 months in jail.

During his time, RSS initiated social actions,
and now its impact is more than visible. When
Bhagawat became sarsanghachalak, the Indian
state made its last attempt to cut it into size .
Never before have such attempts been made. It
was linked with terrorism and compared with
Islamic terrorist organisations. The ruling elites
failed to reconcile that Bhagawat’s RSS was not
the RSS of the 1940s. The narrative of Saffron ter-

rorism was an effort to defame the organisation
all over the world. It failed. Nevertheless, none
of the RSS Sarsanghachalak, Hedgewar,
Golwalkar, Deoras, or Mohan Bhagwat spoke a
single jealous, bitter, revengeful word against
their adversaries. Rather, they emphasised to all
of them.

It is another exceptional instance in the
history of the world’s social and political move-
ment. Bhagawat’s speech was an endorsement
of an open society, fraternity, and harmonious
social order, and unfailing democratic dia-
logues. His speech was a decolonised speech and
ended with a call and determination of a new
horizon of world mission. He propounded a new
vision of unity of opposites. As a great social
democrat, he spoke with optimism as well as
with firmness. It was an expression of the
organic will of the RSS that we will work both
in summer and winter, in the forest and the
metropolis, with the same mission and vigour,
with our own progressively evolved capacity to
minimise their impact, and will continue till civil-
isation exists.

RSS And The Long
Shadow of ‘Vote Chori’

But what is being praised here? Men who
openly admired Hitler, borrowed freely from Nazi
ideology and sketched a blueprint of submission.
To elevate such figures is not homage, it is a

betrayal of democratic India’s soul.

That betrayal of India’s pluralist promise
showed itself early. The RSS elevated the saffron
flag above the Tricolour, mocking the symbol of
unity the freedom movement had chosen.
Golwalkar sneered in Bunch of Thoughts: “Our
leaders have set up a new flag for our country.
Why did they do so? It is just a case of drifting
and imitating....Then, had we no flag of our
own?” RSS founder Hedgewar went further. In
his circular on January 26, 1930, as the nation
saluted the Tricolour, he ordered shakhas to bow
to saffron — “the true guru and god of the Hindu
nation”. In that act, the organisation revealed
contempt for the nation’s chosen emblem of
unity, placing allegiance to saffron above service
to all its people

When the country rose for Quit India in 1942,
Golwalkar later admitted, “Sangh decided not to
do anything”. To him, the largest mass mobili-
sation for freedom was “reactionary”, a distrac-
tion from the priority of indoctrination. While our
forefathers were braving prison, exile and the
bullet for self-rule, the Sangh stood aside — loudly
telegraphing that its loyalty lay not with the
nation’s struggle but with its own project
of control.

Savarkar had by then supplied the blunt
majoritarian creed to match this one-party
hunger. In 1938, he declared, “A Nation is
formed by the majority living therein. What did
the Jews do in Germany? They being in a minor-
ity were driven out from Germany.” Two years

later, he praised authoritarian “tonics”:
we to dictate to Germany, Japan or Russia or Italy
to choose a particular form of policy of govern-
ment simply because we woo it out of academ-
ic attraction? Surely Hitler knows better than
Pandit Nehru does what suits Germany best. The
very fact that Germany or Italy has so wonder-
fully recovered and grown so powerful as never
before at the touch of Nazi or Fascist magical
wand is enough to prove that those political
“isms” were the most congenial tonics their
health demanded.” Minorities, he argued else-
where, “must live here as the subordinate allies
of the Hindus.” An idea presented as inclusion,
with inclusion already defined by its limit:
never as equals.

Stripped to its core, the ideology sanctifies a
hierarchy: The majority rules unchallenged,
dissent s treachery, and institutions exist to ratify
the will of the chosen. That is why today’s alle-
gations of padded, pruned and tilted voter rolls
feel less like scandal than continuity. It is the
same logic at work: Seize the referee, control the
field, tilt the game. The Election Commission’s
combative replies to Mr Rahul Gandhi are thus
the ideology made visible, an umpire re-trained
to play for one side.

How does an ideology like this travel from text
to power? By training obedience early and organ-
ising for capture. BS Moonje, mentor to
Hedgewar, toured Mussolini’s youth brigades in
1931 and wrote admiringly: “Mussolini saw the
essential weakness of his country and conceived

the idea of the Balilla organisation for the mili-
tary regeneration of Italy. India, and particular-
ly Hindu India, needs some such institution for
the military regeneration of the Hindus”.

The RSS answered that call with its shakha as
a unit of drills, salutes, uniforms and baudhik ses-
sions, binding boys into a brotherhood that
pledged lifelong allegiance “with whole body,
heart, and money.” Around the saffron flag —
“true guru” — they rehearsed blind obedience
and hierarchy. It was the Indian mirror of Hitler
Youth: Indoctrination as muscle memory.

So when | say “vote chori” it carries a
genealogy, I'm recognising a pattern.

Indoctrination plus hierarchy: That is the
formula for domination. ‘Vote chori’ is not just
theft — it is the symptom of a ruthless project:
The hunger to be the only ruling force by decid-
ing who matters and who can be erased as if their
voices never existed. A movement that spurned
the Tricolour and boycotted freedom'’s call now
parades itself as the sole claimant to rule. It is
revolting, carrying with it a stench of betrayal that
makes democracy itself gag. Mr Gandhi’s argu-
ment is already in public record: An exclusion-
ary idea of the nation breeds an exclusionary
practice of power. And in our present, the bat-
tlefield has shifted from the parade ground to
the electoral roll, the polling booth, the role of
the umpire. That is why India must insist —
calmly, firmly, without flinching — on transpar-
ent rolls, open processes, and institutions of
courage to withstand pressure.
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Whatmoral Hnaglnatlon meansinour polarised times

has come to

believe that we are fundamentally irrec-

oncilable. Lines are drawn with alarming
speed - between left and right, us and them,
believer and non-believer, citizen and mi-
grant, patriot and traitor. Political rhetoric
tightens like a noose. Social media converts
disagreement into a performance. Even
within families and friendships, ideological
lines quietly harden, calcifying into silence
or rupture. We are living not just in an age
of disagreement, but of unseeing - a refusal,
or perhaps an inability, to imagine the moral
world of another.

Itisinthis context that wemustreturntoan
undervalued but urgent faculty: moralimag-
ination. Coined by Edmund Burke in the late
18th century, the term originally signified the
capacity to envision ethical life in concrete
forms - through customs, institutions, and
inherited practices. But in more recent us-
age, especially through thinkers like Martha

In our fractious age, it has b to

mean the ablllty to mhablt another’s experi-
enc lly. Itiswhat
allows us to perceive others not as categories,
orthreats, butas fully human-messy, yearn-
ing, and vulnerable-like ourselves.
Inaworld saturated by binary thinking, cul-
tivating this capacity may be one of the most
radicalacts we canundertake. Buthereisthe
paradox for all the noise, something vital is
rmssmg Lm‘enmg Not just passwely but ac-

Imm moral curiosity. Whatdrivesthe person
Idisagree with? Whatare theyafraid of? What
stories shaped their convictions? What grief
or aspiration animates their anger? These
questions do not excuse injustice, but they
illuminate its human context. Without this
middle space of moral imagination, we risk
not only misunderstanding others — we risk
misunderstanding ourselves. We become
prisoners of our own positions, unable to

evolve or question. Our identity collapses
intoideology,and our empathynarrowstothe
circle of those who agree with us. How, then,
do we cultivate this fragile faculty? The most
endurmg teachers. arenot politicians or: pun-
, poets,and dramatists.
Agreat novel invites us. to dwell inside the
consciousness of a stranger. When we read
ToniMorrison or Dostoevsky, Premchand, or
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, we are asked to
feelwith people we might otherwise fear, dis-
‘miss, or simply overlook. Literature slows us
down. Itdisrupts certainty. It makes uslinger
in ambiguity. It refuses to resolve contradic-
tions too quickly - and in doing so, it mirrors
life itself. Reading widely is not a luxury; it is
a civic act. It forms citizens who are not just
literate, but imaginatively literate - people
who are capable of resisting the impulse to
dehumanise. In fact, the decline of literary
reading in public life is not merely a cultural
loss; itis a political one.

Philosophy, too, isanally of the moralimag-
ination. Not because it tells us what to think,
but because it teaches us /0w to think - how
to slow down, interrogate assumptions, and
hold ideas to the light. Socratic dialogue, for
instance, is built on a profound ethical prem-
ise: that the other may know something we do
not. The opposite of ideological rigidity. Itisan
invitation to learn, and therefore to change.
Inatimewhen public discourse rewards per-
formanceover reflection, the quiet courage of

doubtbecomesa: Istance.
Philosophy reminds us that disagreement
need notbe war. It can be inquiry. It can even
be intimacy - the kind that sharpens under-
standing rather than blunting it. And then,
thereissilence.

Inan age of constant commentary, silence
may be the most undervalued moral tool. Not
the silence of indifference, but the si]ence of

beyond the words. Silence is what allows us
to be moved - by someone else’s pain, by the
beauty of an idea we did not originate, by the
terror of being wrong. Insilence, we confront
thelimits of our own perspective. We become
porous again.

It is in such silence that the moral imag-
ination is most alive. Cultivating the moral
imagination is not toretreat fromjustice, itis
to deepen it. True justice begins not in courts
or parliaments, but in the recognition of the
other as fully human. And this recognition
cannotbelegislated -itmust be imagined. In
our classrooms, we must teach not just criti-
cal thinking but empathetic thinking. In our
public discourse, we mustreward notjust elo-
quence buthumility. In our personal lives, we
must practice the art of listening, even when
ithurts. The work of rehumanisation is slow,
and often invisible. It does not go viral. But it

humility. Thekind that pauses
That waits before responding. That hstens

isthe quiet harbinger of peace.
Letusinhabitit, and invite others in.

GADFLY

HEIs: Amoment
of reckoning

ince we are approaching Teachers’ Day, this writer
would like to make a small appeal to our Central gov-
ernmentand state governments (since educationisa
State subject). Mr Mayhem, US President Donald Trump,
ishating on his pet peeves, the USliberal intellectual class
and Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), almost each
fortnight. He’swrecking the intake of talent (and monies)
that US HEIs are globally known for. Large sections of
students at these institutions are international.
TheerawhichIndiaand other countries 1dennﬁed with
‘braindrain’look ettoend. Spiral
sion costs, plummetmg financial aid, cratering returns
on mvestments m terms of! employab:hcy, restrictive visa
dp workoj
of the factors: mllltatmg against students going abroad in
the current international climate. Atop this sits Trump.
Americamayaccount foran extreme currentinstance, but
more or lessthe same climate prevails in other HEI desti-
nations like Canada, Britain, Australia, New Zealand, and
Germany. So, what can countrieslike India do about this?
If only India had China-like dogged vision and intent,
this situation would be a windfall to turbocharge Indian
HEISs, both private and public. Yes, to some degree, the
National Education Policy of 2020 tilts our imperatives
in that dlrectlon, but Trump has created a situation that

admis-

calls for yetconsider from the Cen-
tre and states. At the moment, Indna is snmng on a not
poolof talentacross field:

that would typlca.lly aim to fly away. India also has not
insignificant numbers of inter-
nationally trained returnees,
mostly scholars, researchers,
teachers, idea generators, and
academics withundergraduate
educational bearings in India.
So, there’s a burgeoning set of
young people whowanttolearn
more and another slightly old-
er set that could possibly ben-

efit higher education, either in Rahul
terms of research, or teaching, Jayaram
orboth. teachesat the
Itisdispleasing to either wait School of Film,
toburnish your talent or return Media and Creative
toahome environment having  Arts, RV University,
honed talent elsewhere and Bengaluru
not find the apposite nest for its @rahjayaram

expression and enhancement.
Our respective governments
must act soon to tap into a restive student/young schol-
ar demographic that increases by the day, and present
a workable roadmap. India is well behind the higher
educational curve vis-a-vis its much more strategically
thoughtful neighbours. Fleet-footed China is earning
international accolades as high-profile international
scholars partially live and work there. Southeast Asian
nations such as Singapore, Malaysia, and Vietnam have
made strong strides to attract and retain international
talent, and usher in pools of its youth into higher and/or
primaryeducation careers. The Gulf Cooperation Council
countriesestablished swathes of urban areas for western
unil\;emity campuses to get set in locations like Doha and
Dubai

Lestyou mlslake me, Idon 't wanl 0 preach the manu a
ofinter for What lis
concerted intent to make educauun more attractive, and
help strengthen and nurture strong, good, practices and
temperaments for thelong-1 term futureofthese counmes
Well before their at
even a rudimentary scrutiny over budgetary spends on
education inthese countries over thelast 30 years displays
a marked intent to bolster it and lay a solid foundation
for the future of its respective youth. Chmese compames
suchasDeepSeek ‘mation and
Artificial Imelllgence spheres. When they shook early this
year, Indian captams of industry again rued why Indnan

Vocal for Local!

OURNERY o
EXISTENCE
+ & MRACLE!

=

STATE, MARKET, SOCIETY

Harnessingthe
power triad

Howcan]ljdiahpld itsownduringatime pfstrong
inds?
howwe should beresilient.

However, the interest in this question| has S0 fax pro-
ked onlya uniform response Most: to

thr hould use this as an opportunity to
reexamme our global friendships and make new alh-
ances, herroundofrefor liberali
econom publicpur

toboostd Trimthefatand
muscle asfonneerTlAayogheadAlmlabh Kantputit.

help. eform:

rules

ILLUSIONS AND DELUSIONS

The hype and hard truths
of cryptocurrency

havedazzled the publicimagination

—aheadymixoftechnologicalinno-
vation, financial independence, and the
tantalising prospect of outsized returns.
The decentralised digital currency using
anew type of data-the blockchain, a dis-
tributedledger thatrecordstransactions
across many computers —eliminated de-
pendenceonanysingle person or central
authority. The entire network owns and
certifies the system, which rewards par-
ticipants with auto-generated by-prod-
ucts, tokens or bitcoins. It promised
anonymity, transparency and freedom
from intermediaries. Soon, it became a
rage. The potentialwasrevolutionaryand
could/would seemingly allow decentral-
ised maintenance of a variety of records.

However, in practice, the blockchain’s
very strength - its ability to remove in-
termediaries and lower costs — made it
unattractive to the powerful institutions
it hoped to reform. Banks, lawyers, pay-
ment processors, and notaries make
moneybybeingtrusted third parties. The
more the trust, the higher the fees. Low-
er costs destroy their business models,
earnings, and salary structures. Though
several promising pilot projectsdid start,
none seem to have flourished.

However, tokens caught the market’s
fancy. Once the rewards for running the
system, theyarenowits onlyneeded prod-
uct with an allure that has pivoted from
utilitytospeculation. Today, several thou-
sands of cryptocurrencies are available
in a variety of forms: Ethereum, Solana,
Dogecoin, Stablecoin, etc. At least 40
cryptoshavemarket capsexceeding $1bil-
lion and interestingly, without apparent
underlying profitability or even income
streams or business models. Some offer

Forover adecade, cryptocurrencies

institutions were atesuch
ideas. In my view, that moment was also a triumph for
Chinese HEI investment. Now, Trump isclosingthe door.

Indiamustopenits own
for others, but carefu[ly, thoughtfully, and quickly.

new functi like smart contracts,
but most are riding on hype, trading
momentum and volumes, and retail op-
timism. Interestingly, more than 2,000

cryptos havealready failed, taking billions
in investor wealth along with them and
revealing how fragileinfrastructures can
beif hype overruns regulation.
Decentralisation doesn’t, therefore,
guarantee durability or security, and util-
ity doesn’t always translate into volume.
Yet, a remarkable allure exists, though
investor information available for evalu-
atingriskis far below whatis available for
stock/commodity market investments.
The crypto market values have quad-

TCA Ranganathan
The former chairman of
the Export Import Bank

China was the first to start a pilot pro-
jecttocreatealternativestothe USDollar
for cross-border settlements. The initial
ideationwasattractive. Central Bank Dig-
ital Currencies (CBDCs) can, if popular,
enable instant and direct settlement of
transactions 24/7 and reduceremittance/
transaction costs by eliminating inter-
mediaries (card networks, payment pro-
cessors, and even bank branches) while
enabling tax compliance and tighter en-
forcementofanti-moneylaunderinglaws.
This pushed other countries, including
the US, EU, India, Japan, and Nigeria, to
explore CBDCs as a strategic safeguard.

However, in a combative, sanc-

by Trump. Butthere is: something elsewecando,which
would be far more powerful than technical and regula-
tory fixes.

Fortoolong, we havelived with theidea that when it

lead,andmarket
and society must align or follow. It is quite easy to see
that Nehru made this more or less explicit in his time
at the helm, but even decades later, we continue with
the framework. Some might even say that things have
become more asymmetrically skewed.

Compoundmg [hlS, we have endured the miscon-
ception that ] and state gover
important, local governance is just an administrative
matter. Until the early1990s, we didn’teven havealegal
framework forlocal councils in most parts of the coun-
try, and since then, we have mostly not implemented
the framework. Manystates don’t
evenbothertoholdlocalelections
on time. All this despite the fact
that people care quite about their
immediatesurroundingsand pub-
licservices.

These twin missteps have great-
lyslowed development. Critically,
weare morevulnerable to theun-
certainties of geopolitics. We have
put too much faith in the central-
ised, top-down State, instead of
givingourselvesarangeofoptions.
That has left us no choice but to
embrace the flag and play victim,
instead of looking at those who

Asocial entrepreneur,
founder of Mapunity
and LVBL, and
co-founder, Lithium,
wakes up with hope

of India is a banker witha tion-prone world, securing interopera- forthecityand ~ made this mistake.

theory of everything bility for national tokens could be chal- society, goestobed _In contrast, many .U}flt:e CO‘I;In-

N @tcartea withasigh tries we compete with have fig-

= lc‘ng“mg He'flcc atthe mt‘erf‘ac‘cs'earllelxi = " ured out how to leverage State,
C aced witl Wi bd rnarkpr ietyintoaconcert-

rupled or more, post 2020, in contrast
to Indian equities or the US S&P 500,
which have merely doubled alongside.
Historically, speculative boomsanchored
primarily on belief, sans fundamentals,
rarelylast, however solid and apparently
self-evident the initial allure.
Admittedly, support for the belief in
digital money is also coming from cen-
tral banks, butwitha technological twist.
Bitcoin was visualised as a phllosophlcal
toreimagine the found:
of trust in financial systems. However,
now, the attempt is to reinforce State
authority and regulatory compliance
via tightly controlled programming. It
is less about rebellion and more about
infrastructure and avoidance of system
leakages. The State’s attention towards
tokens was brought about by Facebook’s
attempt to popularise Libra, a global sta-
blecoin pegged to a basket of currencies.
This threatened to bypass national cur-
rencies and allow transactions outside
formal banking systems and undermine
State controls.

resurface. Also, digital money increases
vulnerability to cyber-and chip-based at-
tacks. Inan age of Aland quantum com-
puting, these vulnerabilities may prove
costly. Digitalinnovationswillundoubted-
lyshapethefuture, butsomeinnovations
may turnouttobered herrings, diverting
energy, skills, and focus away from en-
deavours to secure enduring progress in
technological manufacturing, materials
efficiency, and supply chain resilience.

China, post-Covid, has been differ-
entiating between soft tech and hard
tech. Even highly successful ed-tech and
e-commerce companies like Alibaba (and
itsonceiconicfounder Jack Ma), New Ori-
ental, and Yuanfudao faced severe State
ire. All individual/corporate activity in
crypto systems is banned. Several tech
firms hastily repurposed themselves.
India, as per media reports, continues to
rank globally as one of the preeminent
centres despite experiencing high taxa-
tion. Perhaps moreactiveincentivisation
ofalternativeareas of digital and techno-
logicalinnovationmaybeneeded to coun-
ter the crypto’s allure.

ed swarm. Some of them do it by
force, hke Chma does, but most others do itby lemng
eachof Ilitcanbe. O therhand,
theRussiasand the Turkeysof theworldare clearlyside-
lining the capacities of society by force and the market
through: crunynsm Thenetresultisareduced capacityto

pup har (hepoweromu three.
Wewatchwithmirtk Italkshow
hostsblast Trump, imesinthe harshestlanguage

lacedwith profanity,orwhenElonMusk,after disagree-
ingwith him publicly, threatened to oppose his party in
the nextelection. Weare relieved when judges around
that country stall the US President’s oddball executive
decisions. We even hope that such opposition might
eventuallyrein himin. Butwerarely pausetoaskifsuch
thingsare possible in India.

Thelndiansituationi of Russia
or Turkey, but we’re also not actively promoting a peer
relationship between State, market and society. If we
choosetodothatnow, itwillsignal confidenceaboutthe
futurebyamethod thati
decideand steerit. Therereallyis strengthin numbers.
We just have to believe that.

Merely tweaking the business environment will not
produce such an equal relationship. What the State
giveth, it can also take away. Or just dilute - it is also
noteworthy thatthe drumbeatof Ease of Doing Business
has not meant much to the majority of| busmesses Nor

beenan; the
Ease of Citizens Engaging with Govemment There’s
alesson in that for all those joining the reform chorus.

JUDGEMENT DAY

Nigam
Nuggehalli

isalaw professor
whothinks that the
law is too important
tobelefttothe
lawyers

Statutev Morality: The complex case of Speluncean Explorers

ere, I discuss a case that was never de-
Hclded because the pames to the case
did notexist, exceptin theimagination
ofaHarvardLaw School professor. LonFuller,
aprofessoroflegal hy, used a fictional
casetoillustrate the nature of the law. The gen-
eral public is aware of the law as a set of rules
that regulate our conduct but beyond that,
there islittle appreciation of the law’s charac-
teristics. People outside legal academia rarely
think about these matters and yet it mattersa
lot, because the law impactsall of us. The Spe-
luncean Explorers case is a good gateway for
everyone, not just lawyers, to appreciate the
mysteries of the law.
Fuller begins with a story about a group of
people whn decide to explore caves (known as

com

Theyrun ptroublewhen
thereisa cave-inand the speluncean explorers
are trapped. Matters reach such a sorry pass
thatthe explorerskill one of their mates out of

hunger. After they are rescued, the explorers
are tried for murder.

Thelawin thefictional state they are triedin
has the following text: ‘Whoever shall wilfully
take the life of another shall be punished by
death.’ The case goes before multiple judges
and each of them provides a ruling. Through
these rulings, Fuller tries to show how vari-
ous approaches to the nature of the law can
affect judicial decisions. Each of the decisions
shows a particular legal philosophy. The case,
therefore, manages toachieve two ob]ecnves
itshowc laims and pr
each philosophical position. It also shows
how these are not just abstract, ivory tower
issues but issues with which judges slruggle

accused. The law is whatever a statute says it
is, regardless of what morality requires. The
| erswereinasituationwhere
desperate hunger overcame reason, but the
law is the law. His brother judge disagrees; he
believes that one ought to adopt a purposive
construction of statutes. The purpose of the
homicide statute is to deter murderous acts.
Since the explorers were in a situation where
deterrence would not work, the homicide
legislation should be interpreted to exclude
them from the charge of murder. A purposive
mterpretauon looks at the values (ethical and
mor leadstoa clos-
er connection between law and morality.
Anotherjudge,a realist, believes thattheen-
tire E eept in cermm ex-

Depending on the kind of legal
judge adopts, the accused would be hzmged
orset free.

One of the judges believes that the statute
left no option to the judges but to convict the

forethem. According tothere

But like Ronald Dworkin chal-

look beyond formal legal sources in coming to
adecision. In this case, the realist judge looks
at public opinion and gossip in coming to his
decision to acquit the accused. As is clear by
now, thenature of the law is not an easy matter
and because judges have different opinions on
it, the law’s requirements are in a state of con-
stant contestation.

In the end, the Speluncean Explorers case
isaboutt the;
performthejudicial function. Contrary towhat
many believe, there is no clear answer to this
question. HLA Hart, thefirstof the great mod-
ernlegal philosophers, believed that the stand-
ards judges apply are supplied by lawmakers,
such as the legislature. The rules emanating

tremelyli realistji from the I ‘may not fit all the situa-
the ldeauldnsce. ningr inpast tionsthatj ider,inwhich case, judges
legislat i usetheir discretion toﬁ]lmthegapsmthe law.
rules tothe facts of th be-  Most

lenged Hart. Dworkin discussed a famous New
York casecalled Riggs v Palmer. A personkilled
his grandfather and as it so happened, was
entitled to inherit his grandfather’s property
after his death. The court disallowed the in-
heritance onthe principle thata personshould
not benefit from his wrongs. Dworkin argued
that the principles in play did not look like the
rules described by Hart. There was no statute
prohibiting people from enjoying their own
wrongs. But the judges certainly thought they
were applying binding legal standards. But
where did these legal standards come from,
if these were not established in any statute or
precedent? Thisis nota question to be consid-
ered asanice puzzle onrainy evenings but has
important implications for our lives. Judges
fine people and send them to jail. We better
have a handle on the standards they purport
toapply.
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Off the beaten track

Why birthdays matter,
well into our dotage...

that deserves congratulations? I tossed and turned in my mother’s

Why do we celebrate our birthday when there’s little we did that day

womb with such impatience that I got the umbilical cord wound
around my neck, nearly strangling myself. Saved by a caesarian, my
bumpy ride into our world ensured I approached it forever more with
irreverence. What it didn’t make me, however, was the hero of my birth.
That is always the long-suffering mom, and sometimes the support act.
In the case of my eldest child who pooped panic-green Meconium on his
way out, when my body started fighting the alien invasion it thought he
was, it was my husband’s unstinting care that got me through 33 hours of
agonising labour, rather than any ministrations (or lack thereof) on the
hospital’s part. Though medics can also be the heroes of our birthing
sagas, the one person it rarely is, is the newborn! So, why on earth do we
celebrate ourselves on the anniversary of other peoples’ heroism?
Having said that, uplifting occasions, especially ones dedicated to feel-
ing good about ourselves, are literal lifesavers in these dark times. Even
if delivery-day revelries appear illogical, the truth about humanity is that
if we don’t hold space for ourselves in this chaos, no-one else might, so,
celebrating birthdays are, in fact, essential to our wellbeing. With the cal-
endar crawling with dates earmarked for worldwide commemoration,
every day an International Cheese/Cousins/Campanologists/Carbuncles
Day if not something else, we’re left with little option on days to call

our own.

Besides, as you slide into middle-age and have kids to boot, you’ll find
ringfencing dates well-nigh impossible. You’ll hear yourself promise your
friends, “We should have that coffee/chat/knees-up pronto”, but tomor-

row never comes, y’know. The one day we can
hold on to annually, therefore, with the bless-
ings of convention, to do things we find pleas-
ing with people of our choosing, is the day of
our birth.

Despite our best attempts, and many memes
on self-love that social media regurgitates, the
truth is we all crave external validation, and
nothing does that better than the celebrations
of self that are birthdays. You know what else
helps? Whilst festive food, the bedrock to
every great birthday, lifts the spirits, as do
libations for some, a well-planned gift,
proving that you’re seen by your people, hits
the spot too.

Yet, as lovely as presents are to unwrap, they

have their pitfalls: From faking fondness for

something that frankly horrifies you — E.L.
James’ collected works, e.g. — to finding a dis-
creet new home for it so no toes are trampled,
to realising that someone you believed knew
and valued you for who you are, hasn’t the
slightest clue! This can be avoided by drop-
ping everyone from your birthday party who
won’t first complete a quiz on your interests,
ruthlessly eliminating anyone who thinks you
might like knitting, Guinness, or lemon driz-
zle cake. Or you could just tell ’em what you
want, what you really, really want, & la the
Spice Girls.

Living in Britain has helped me appreciate
another great British institution, the friendly
but firm Gift List, which leaves no room for
doubt about desired tributes. Call it a wish-list

The truth about
humanity is that if
we don’t hold
space for
ourselves in this
chaos, no-one else
might, so,
celebrating
birthdays are, in
fact, essential to
our wellbeing

if you're squeamish, sticking only the smallest frills on it you forgot to
gather on your yearly slog. For my birthday this weekend, I'm confident
my family will make me their always-scrumptious chocolate cake, as well
as eminently frameable handmade art, without my having to ask. But this
year, I’ve also requested a trio of those newly issued vintage-look Agatha
Christie books. The Queen of Crime was so prolific that if I limit myself to
just one per birthday, amassing her entire oeuvre (all of which I've
already read but lost along the way) will require more years than I fancy

I have left!

Yet, that on this post-50 birthday I can enjoy life while thinking with
equanimity of death, reveals how birthdays themselves have morphed
wildly over the decades. If you’re of a certain age you might agree, that
this anniversary on which each of us celebrates our unique existence, has
gone from being exciting in childhood, to meh in younger adulthood when
we seemed equally blasé about everything else (but weren’t really!), to
welcomed back into our embrace with fresh appreciation for those that
remain, even as we wryly clock our renewed interest.

As a Monsoon child in Calcutta, the convergence upon our home, of fam-
ily, friends and fabulous food (including a pistachio and chocolate cricket
pitch cake, with tiny cricketers in icing sugar, that I still remember fond-
ly), was invariably accompanied by torrential rain, dangerously flooded
streets and interminable power cuts. But the ‘load shedding’ only made
the lighting of the cake candles more electrifying, and the guests braving
the elements to be there for me more gratifying than I could’ve known
then. In the years of mistaken immortality that followed the festivities on
my 21st, I couldn’t be bothered to mark my birthdays as I roamed the
earth. And it wasn’t till my 40th birthday that I brought my friends from
across the decades together to celebrate it with me in India once again.

This year, with no illusions whatsoever of my contributions to my birth
day (or any other), I consider it more important than ever to celebrate the
small wins along the way. So join me, won’t you, in raising a glass to the
lives of resilience we’ve all led, and the gift that is our birthdays?

Shreya Sen-Handley is the award-winning author of Memoirs of My Body,
short story collection Strange and travelogue Handle With Care. She is also
a playwright, columnist and illustrator.

PM MODI
TO MEET
R JINPING

s Bihar stands
on the cusp of

another As-
sembly elec-
tion, Prime

Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi, in a speech in Gaya
on August 22, has sudden-
ly trained his rhetorical
guns on the issue of “ille-
gal intruders and
migrants”. According to
him, such ghuspetiyas are
taking jobs meant for
Biharis, and seizing lands
oflocals. This raises a fun-
damental question: Is this
an expression of genuine
national concern, or a cal-

culated attempt to
polarise, distract, and
divide?

At one level it is a gen-
uine issue. No nation can
allow illegal migrants to
proliferate. But what is
curious is the timing of the
PM’s new found concern,
and the motivation behind
it. If, indeed, ghuspetiyas
have become a serious
problem, it is logical to ask
what the Central govern-
ment of which he is the
leader has done about it
for the last 11 years, espe-
cially when an NDA gov-
ernment is also part of a
“double engine” in Bihar
for the past eight years?
Where are the detailed pol-
icy proposals, the data-dri-
ven assessments, the sus-
tained administrative
actions?

The security and super-
vision of the border, and
the duty to prevent illegal
migration, are the respon-
sibility of the Central gov-
ernment. Surely, the PM
was not publicly confess-
ing to his own failure.
Further, for most of the
government’s tenure, this
issue lay dormant in
Bihar’s political discourse,
barely meriting mention
in parliamentary debates
or policy initiatives. Yet,
as the electoral clock ticks
louder, it has erupted into
fiery speeches and head-
lines. The PM has only
now announced the cre-

Chanakya’s View

Pavan K. Varma

ation of a “Demography
Mission” to tackle this
problem. But no details
have been provided of its
structure, modus operan-
di, timeline, and objec-
tives. One wonders how a
government that has not
yet carried out the much-
delayed National Census,
which should have been
held in 2021, is now going
to implement a separate
Demography Mission.

The question also arises
where is the evidence
regarding this new men-
ace? The Election
Commission of India (EC)
made a general statement
that there are “large num-
bers of people from Nepal,
Bangladesh and Myanmar
in Bihar”. But in the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise in which it
has deleted 65 lakh voters,
the overwhelming number
are those who, as per its
claims, are either
deceased, or have possibly
shifted permanently else-
where, are voters at multi-
ple places, or are “untrace-
able”. How many voters
has the ECI, or any other
state authority, specifical-
ly categorised as
Rohingyas or
Bangladeshis? This figure
needs to be made public.

Bihar, unlike Assam,
does not share a long,
porous international bor-
der with Bangladesh, nor
has it historically been the
epicentre of mass illegal
migration. Its struggles
are inward-looking:
endemic poverty, outmi-
gration, woeful infrastruc-
ture, rampant unemploy-
ment, agrarian distress,
and a crumbling public
health and education sys-
tem. It is intriguing that
when issues of such mag-
nitude are begging for
attention, why is the spec-
tre of illegal migrants sud-
denly being given priority.

The argument that ille-
gal immigrants will usurp
jobs in Bihar begs the
question: Where are the

The PM has only
now announced the
creation of a
‘Demography
Mission’ to tackle
this problem. But no
details have been
provided of its
structure, modus
operandi, timeline,
and objectives.

jobs to be taken? Bihar has
the country’s highest rate
of unemployment. That is
why lakhs of Biharis leave
the state to find jobs in far
flung corners of India,
working on unacceptably
low wages and living in
miserable conditions. The
state government’s claims
to have provided jobs
needs a serious audit. It
should make public what
jobs in how many num-
bers have actually been
implemented. What is
known is that a mere 6837
appointment letters were
distributed by chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar in
February 2025. How many
of these actually fructified
into actual employment
also needs to be put in the
public domain. According
to the 2022 Bihar Caste-
Based Survey, only 1.5 per
cent of the state’s popula-
tion are employed in gov-
ernment jobs — equiva-
lent to about 20-21 lakh
individuals. In the absence
of any other successful
employment scheme, this
helps to benchmark the
scale of current efforts. Of
course, as elections
approach, there is a show-
er of promises. The Bihar
cabinet on July 15
approved the creation of
one crore jobs by 2030. If
the track record of the last
five years is taken as a
touchstone, this is hardly a

viable or convincing
promise.

The truth is that using
the ploy of illegal

migrants, the government
is pursuing the art of polit-
ical distraction. When gov-
ernments face scrutiny for
their governance record,
and are found lacking,
they often seek to redirect
the electorate’s attention
to an external “other”. By
invoking this threat, the
attempt is to transform the
election from a referen-

PM’s ghuspetiya outrage:
Isn't it too little, too late?

dum on the government’s
performance into a moral
crusade to ‘“save” the
nation. It is a tried and
tested formula, not unique
to India. Moreover, the
language employed in
such speeches often goes
beyond policy concerns
into the realm of identity
politics. The illegal intrud-
er is often implicitly
linked to a specific com-
munity. This deliberate
conflation stokes fear,
resentment, and ultimate-
ly, communal division. It
turns neighbour against
neighbour, converting
what should be a contest of
ideas into a contest of
identities.

For too long the interests
of the people of Bihar has
been sacrificed on the altar
of religion or caste. The
cost of such politics is not
merely electoral games-
manship; it is the slow poi-
soning of India’s social fab-
ric. Bihar, for centuries,
has been a land of cultural
synthesis, where Hindu
and Muslim, upper caste
and lower caste, have
shared not only space but
heritage. It was the cru-
cible of Buddhism, the
land of Gandhi’s
Champaran satyagraha, a
region that once epito-
mised resilience in diver-
sity. To inject into this
milieu a divisive narrative
is highly unfortunate.

The larger danger is to
Indian democracy itself.
Elections should be an
opportunity for citizens to
evaluate governance, to
debate competing visions
for the future, to hold lead-
ers accountable. When
they are reduced to refer-
endums on who is ‘us’ and
who is “them”, democracy
is hollowed out from

within.
Bihar deserves better. It
deserves an election

fought on the real issues
that shape its people’s
lives — jobs, education,
health, infrastructure, cor-
ruption, social justice. It
deserves leaders who trust
its electorate enough to
engage them on substance
rather than seduce them
with fear. It deserves,
above all, honesty.

The writer is an author,
diplomat and former
member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)
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Adhikar Yatra” in Bihar, the
Bharatiya Janata Party has dispatched
a team of senior leaders to the state to
take the INDIA bloc head on. Besides
countering the Opposition charge that
voter lists were being manipulated to
help the BJP and its allies, attempts are
also being made to create a division
between Congress and Rashtriya
Janata Dal leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Tejashwi Yadav, who are leading the
charge on what is being labelled as
“vote chori’. In the course of their
press conferences, BJP leaders have
referred to the “growing rift” between
the two, stating how Rahul Gandhi
evaded giving a direct answer when
recently asked if Tejashwi Yadav
would be projected as the Opposition’s
chief ministerial candidate. The RJD
leader, on the other hand, had
remarked that he would like to see
Rahul Gandhi as the country’s Prime
Minister. Though Rahul Gandhi and
Tejashwi Yadav have been working in
tandem during the yatra, the story
about differences has found many tak-

learly rattled by the enthusias-
tic response to the
An |ta Katya| | Opposition’s ongoing “Voter

ers as the joint Opposition rally
planned for September 1 at Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan has been put off though
the yatra will continue.

ore on Ranjeet Ranjan, also
Mknown as Ranjeeta, who was

constantly by Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi’s side during the recent-
ly concluded Parliament session.
Ranjeet, wife of the famed Madhepura
MP Pappu Yadav, is from Bihar and it
would be expected that as a fiery speak-
er she would be an active participant in
the Opposition’s ongoing “Voter
Adhikar Yatra”. But strangely, she has
not been seen or heard so far. Pappu
Yadav, who is not known to have cor-
dial relations with the Rashtriya
Janata Dal leadership, has been spotted
accompanying Rahul Gandhi and
Tejashwi Yadav during the yatra. On
an earlier occasion, Pappu Yadav was
not allowed on stage with Tejashwi
Yadav and Rahul Gandhi. But this
time, the Congress leader went up to
him and the two were seen chatting
together. The question everyone is ask-
ing whether Rajneet is staying away
from the yatra because she does not

wish to be seen on the same podium as
her husband. The guessing game is on.

ight wingers in India were partic-
Rularly ecstatic when Donald

Trump took over the US
Presidency for a second time early this
year. Social media was inundated with
posts on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s special bond with Trump and
how Indo-US relations would hence-
forth go from strength to strength. Six
months later, it’s a different story. Not
only has Trump offered no concessions
to India, he has penalised the country
for purchasing oil from Russia, which,
he said, was funding the war on
Ukraine. Right wingers here are pre-
dictably angry over the turn of events.
Unhappy with Trump for what he is
doing to India, the right-wing ecosys-
tem here has instead unleashed its fury
on external affairs minister 8.
Jaishankar for India’s foreign policy
crisis. Since the minister has been the
Modi government’s voice on foreign
policy issues, he has become an easy
target for the angry right wingers, who
are blaming him for Trump’s latest
India policy. Not just Jaishankar but

his son, who heads the Washington
office of a high-profile think tank, has
not been spared either.

en the Congress Party
announced an organisational
revamp at the district level, it
was decided that freshly-constituted
district committees would be headed by
upcoming leaders. It was also decided
that the new appointees would not con-
test elections and no MLA would hold
that post. However, this informal diktat
has gone for a toss with the appoint-
ment of Jaivardhan Singh, son of
senior Congress leader Digvijay Singh,
as the president of the party’s Guna dis-
trict committee in MP. Not only is
Jaivardhan an MLA but he is unlikely
to opt out of the electoral race in future.
It is to be seen how the Congress lead-
ership deals with this situation.

released, the trailer of director
Vivek Agnihotri’s latest offering,
The Bengal Files, has generated a heat-
ed controversy. In this case, anger has
erupted over the film’s portrayal of a
shadowy figure like Gopal Pantha as a

Even before the film has been

LETTERS

INNOVATION SHIFT?

Squeezing visas is being
peddled by Donald Trump
as protection for American
jobs. He forgets that the US,
while zealously nurturing
creativity, has failed to build
and sustain consistent rigour
and equity in its own com-
pound. It has long been lax
in addressing pre-collegiate
STEM proficiency. Thus its
own pipeline is unable to
meet its requirement of
tech-savvy positions. Its
reliance on immigrant talent
can not be wished away
overnight. It is certain to
invite great lag in technolo-
gy. India will feel the imme-
diate sting, fewer H-1B slots
and lost remittances and
overcrowding in domestic
job market. But the US suf-
fers more as Silicon Valley
faces talent droughts, higher
costs and the shift of inno-
vation per se to Canada,
Europe and Asia.

R. Narayanan

Navi Mumbai

AGE NO BAR FOR SENIORS

RETIREMENT at 75? Clearly, that’s a
suggestion for mere mortals, not titans
like Modi and Bhagwat (“Age no bar for
leaders: RSS-BJP friction eases”, August
30, 2025). While the RSS debates cente-
naries and baby quotas, the real curiosi-
ty is: who actually retires in Indian poli-
tics? The “age no bar” model might work
if wisdom grows with years, but what
about fresh ideas? And if the RSS doesn’t
dictate BJP moves, why do their time-
lines always seem to sync so convenient-
ly? As for swayamsevaks and temples,
the line between support and silence
seems strategically blurry. Is this ideo-
logical harmony, or just very clever
choreography?
K. Chidanand Kumar
Bengaluru

ANTI-BENGALI GOVT

THE APEX COURT has rightly under-
stood the crux of the matter as well as the
hidden intention of the BJP-led Centre
behind its anti-migrant drive. It has been
brought to the notice of the court when a
pregnant woman was reportedly forced
across the border into Bangladesh with-
out due process as she spoke Bengali.
This has prompted Justice Bagchi to ask
whether citizenship could ever be decid-
ed based on the language a person
speaks. If a person possess sufficient doc-
uments in support of his/her citizenship
how can the government make an illegal
deportation?
Arun Gupta
Kolkata

Hindu avenger in the 1946 Calcutta
riots. Pantha, it is argued angrily, was
no hero of his times but a disreputable
person, widely seen as an extortionist.
A butcher by profession, Pantha ran
two meat shops, and is best remem-
bered for helping B.C. Roy win a con-
tentious election to enable him to
retain the chief minister’s post. Instead,
the film shows him to be a symbol of
Hindu resistance. While there is a
pushback against juxtaposing Pantha
with leaders like Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has not helped mat-
ters by ordering a police raid on a pri-
vate screening of the trailer as it has
ended up giving unnecessary publicity
to the film. On the other hand, there is
a subtle contradiction in the film’s
attempt to help the BJP use historical
figures for its campaign against illegal
immigration as it comes at a time when
the party has actually dismissed
Bengali language and identity to help
build its narrative on the issue of
“ghuspetiyas”.

Anita Katyal is a Delhi-based
Jjournalist
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If the Bill to remove arrested
ministers is passed, India will
join the ranks of Belarus,
Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC),
Myanmar, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia
and Zimbabwe which
routinely jail Opposition
leaders

ARTICLE 368 of the Constitution of India
embodies the constituent power of
Parliament to amend the Constitution.
Sub-article (2) of Article 368 reads, inter
alia, (2) An amendment of this Constitution
may beinitiated only by the introduction of
a Bill... and when the Bill is passed in each
House by a majority of the total member-
ship of that House and by a majority of not
less than two-thirds of the members of that
House present and voting, it shall be pre-
sented to the President who shall give his as-
sent to the Bill and thereupon the
Constitution shall stand amended...

The NDA does not have the numbers
to pass a Constitution Amendment Bill in
either House. The NDA's strength in the
Lok Sabha is 293 (out of 543 members)
and in the Rajya Sabha is 133 (out of 245
members). The numbers fall short of the
magic number of two-thirds in each
House if all the members of that House are
present and voting.

The Opposition parties, put together,
have 250 members in the Lok Sabha
and 112 members in the Rajya Sabha.
The Bill will not pass if the MPs cast 182
votes in the Lok Sabha and 82 votes in
the Rajya Sabha against the Bill. But,
ironically, not all Opposition parties are
in opposition to the NDA! The YSRCP,
BJD, BRS and BSP, and some smaller par-
ties, have tended to support the NDA
government. AITC and AAP are opposed
to the NDA but whether they are with

ankfully, dead on arrival

the LN.D.LA. bloc is dependent on the
issue.

A DESPERATE GAMBLE

Itisin this situation that the NDA gov-
ernment has put a ball in play. It is The
Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth
Amendment)Bill, 2025. After its introduc-
tion, the government promptly referred
the Bill toaJoint Select Committee for con-
sideration.

Onthe surface, itisasimple Bill witha
straight intent: to remove a minister (in-
cluding prime minister and chief minis-
ter) whois arrested on a serious criminal
charge punishable with imprisonment for
aterm which may extend to five years or
more and remainsinjail for 30 days.Inthe
30 days, invariably, investigation will not
be completed and there will be no
chargesheet, no charges, no trial and no
conviction. Nevertheless, on the 31stday,
the minister will be given the marching
orders staining him or her as a ‘criminal’.

The BJP trumpets the Bill as the
apotheosis of constitutional and politi-
cal morality.

Its argument is: can there be a goal
more lofty than removinga ‘corrupt’ min-
ister? Can a minister (or chief minister)
rule from jail? Those who say ‘Aye’ to the
Bill are true patriots and nationals; those
who say ‘Nay’ are anti-nationals, urban
naxals or Pakistani agents.

ON THE CONTRARY...

The common experience of how the
criminal law works under the NDA gov-
ernment is frightening. At present,

W practically, all laws have been
weaponised — even GST laws;

M any police officer (that includes a
constable) can arrest with or without a
warrant any person against whom... a
reasonable suspicion exists that he has
committed a cognizable offence;

M trial courts are loathe to grant bail
despite Justice Krishna Iyer’s dictum that
‘bail is the rule, jail is the exception’;

M High Courts do not grant bail at the
first hearing and, after letting the prose-
cution drag the matter on one pretext or
another, may grant bail after 60-90 days;

M as a result of this lamentable state
of affairs, scores of bail applications land
upinthe Supreme Court every day and the
Supreme Court has become the Court of
first resort for claiming liberty; and

M the inclusion of the prime minister
in the Bill is laughable: no police officer
will dare to arrest the prime minister.

STAND STEADFAST

The LN.D.LA. bloc and the Trinamool
Congress can easily muster the numbers
to defeat the Bill. However, the NDA gov-
ermnmentis confident that it can find away
to pass the Bill. It may have a trick up its
sleeve to win over some Opposition par-

ties or MPs in each House. Or it may have
a Machiavellian scheme to make some
Opposition MPs ‘disappear’, and enable
the government to pass the Bill. Or it has
astrategm that is beyond my ken.

The battle cry hasbeen sounded by the
prime minister and the home minister
and duly broadcast by the ‘yours obedi-
ently’ media. The Select Committee may
keep theissue alive (like the One-Nation-
One-ElectionJPC) until after the elections
to the state assembliesin Bihar (2025)and
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal (2026).

The Indian Express reported (August 22,
2025) that, since 2014, 12 ministers be-
longing to the Opposition parties were
held without bail, and many for several
months. According to another report, 25
political leaders with serious charges
against them have joined the BJP since
2014, and 23 of them have been exoner-
ated of the charges! AsfarasIcanrecall, no
BJP minister has been arrested since 2014.

If the Bill is passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC), Myanmar,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe which routinely jail Opposition
leaders. If political parties that have de-
clared their opposition to the Bill stand
steadfast, the Constitution (130th
Amendment)Bill will fail. When the Bill is
re-introduced, it will be dead on arrival.

To answer son’s queries, I
turned to the Constitution

Howto
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THERE ARE certain dates that trigger a re-
peated sense of fear and insecurity —
26/11 is one such date etched in India’s
collective memory as the day when ter-
ror took over Mumbai. But there is one
more 26/11 memory that [ wish I could
forget, but that remains as a personal
memory of pain — as a citizen and as a
father.

Asix-year-old boy asked to enact the
role of avillain despite his pleas to let him
play acommando seems fair game, does-
n'tit? After all, every young child wants
to be the hero, and someone does have
to be a villain. Except that the six-year-
old was assigned the role because he was
a Muslim. It was November 26, 2018,
when my son came home crying that he
had been made the “bad guy” in a game
with his friends. It would have been fine
if it ended there, but he had also been
called a “Pakistani”. My son did not know
that it was his first brush with
communalism.

As anew-age parent, there isalot one
has to learn and unlearn in order to keep
pace with the demands of modern par-
enting and to ensure that the child gets a
conducive environment to learn, ques-
tion, agree and disagree with the world
around her/him. We make sure that the
content they consume online is age ap-
propriate; we try to befriend them so
that they are comfortable enough to
share their insecurities with us. These are
check-boxes common to all parents, ir-
respective of religion. But there is an
added layer to parenthood if you are
Muslim.

When my son asked me why he had
been called a Pakistani, I had no answer.
[ know the deep-seated prejudice it
comes from. But how does one prepare a
child for a world where he will be iden-
tified by the religion he belongs to, or the
food he eats? How does a parent tell a
child that, as he grows up, it might be
dangerous to be friends with a girl child
from a different community?

These are the questions I grapple
with, and the answer is not easy. As space

for nuance in public discourse shrinks,
should I just tell him to ignore the big-
otry that is being perpetuated in the
name of nationalism? Or, make him un-
derstand that the Constitution guaran-
tees equality for all in our country? The
answer is obviously the latter, but how
much of that truth percolates down in
every-day life?

An entire generation is growing up on
a cocktail of competitive religiosity and
performative nationalism. They hear
these conversations at the dinner table
and among peers. Television and social
media tell them to “identify their ene-
mies” at an age when they don’t even
know who their friends are. These are
uncomfortable times. After the
Pahalgam attack in April, Muslim friends
of my son were called “Pahalgamwalon”
by others in their cohort. It was meant to
be a joke. It did not land, especially for
the kids at the receiving end of what was
supposedly friendly banter.

Should our nationalism be defined by
the level of hate one harbours for a
neighbouring country that has a specific
religion and, by extension, for those who
follow the same religion everywhere,
including in our own country? These are
questions I find myself asking as a
parent.

Sad as it is, it is utopian to think that
India of the 21st century will not see dis-
crimination based on caste, colour and
religion. But, as adults, as parents, we
have to try harder to make the world a
more equal place. Nationalism cannot be
exclusionary, its canvas has to necessar-
ily be more inclusive, more accepting of
India’s diversity. There cannot, and must
not, be any difference in the values of na-
tionalism we preach to our children and
the one embodied in our Constitution.

With my son poised to enter his teens
soon, I have chosen to answer his queries
and my doubts the only way [ can. I have
handed him a copy of the Constitution
of India. This will prepare him to under-
stand his rights and responsibilities as a
citizen who is as equal as any other per-
son in this country. It will teach him not
to be defensive about his religion, to be
unapologetic about who he is. As a father,
thatis the best talisman I can give him to
ensure that his mind is “without fear and
the head is held high”.

The writer is Editor (Operations),
indianexpress.com (How to Raise a Boy is
afortnightly column)
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From Gandhi to Modi: A
new shade of Swadeshi

DAYS BEFORE the 50% “Trump tariffs”
kicked in on an array of Indian exports,
PM Narendra Modi repeated his message
of “aatmanirbhar Bharat” and “swadeshi”.

In India, these words date back to the
freedom struggle. Before Mahatma
Gandhi burst on to the political scene,
swadeshi (from one’s own land) rose as a
powerful idea in 1905, when Indians
protested against the Partition of Bengal
by the British.

However, swadeshi acquired greater in-
tensity from 1920 onwards under Gandhi,
who identified it as not just a cultural
metaphor for Indianness against colonial
culture, but also as a powerful form of re-
sistance against British colonialism.

The riches of the British Empire were
built on cotton taken from India to the tex-
tile factories of Manchester, just as the
Industrial Revolution was taking off. Raw
cotton would be taken at throwaway prices
from India to England via ships, processed
into mass-produced clothes, shipped back
to India and circulated via the Railways.

A70%-80% duty wasimposed on Indian
cotton textiles to help Manchester, with-
out which, according to British historian
H H Wilson, “even the power of steam
would not have helped the British city
compete”. Even as the prohibitive tariffs
kept down the demand for Indian textiles,
machine-made ones from the UK, which
were cheaper, took over the Indian market.

In his book Inglorious Empire, Shashi
Tharoor writes that the move wiped out
25% of India’s share of global trade in tex-
tiles, even as British exports of cotton
goods soared from 60 million yards in 1830
to 968 million yards in 1858, and 1 billion
yards in 1870. “(Indian) Master weavers
became beggars,” Tharoor writes.

Then, the Independence movement
adopted the concept of swadeshi, and
called for the boycott of all things foreign.
By 1936, 62% of the cloth sold in India was
made by Indians, Tharoor writes, with the
figure jumping to 76% in 1945.

Gandhi’s push for the charkha (spin-
ning wheel), on which people could spin
their ownyarn, took the swadeshi concept
one step further — challenging colonial-
ismin a simple language while also strik-
ing deep atits core economiclogic. The im-
agery of the rough khadi also struck a
chord with rural India, which for the first
time saw leaders who dressed like them.

In India’s Struggle for ndependence, his-
torian Bipan Chandra recounted an

episode from 1921, when Gandhi was ad-
dressing a student gathering in Madurai.
Some students complained that khadi was
too expensive, Chandra wrote. Gandhi
replied that the answer lay not in wearing
foreign clothes but wearing fewer clothes,
and announced that he was discarding the
dhoti and kurta and would now wear only
a “langot (loin cloth)”. Until his assassina-
tion in 1948, he stuck to this vow.

The idea of aatmanirbharta (self-re-
liance) was one of the defining features of
a newly independent India in the
Jawaharlal Nehru years. In his paper, ‘A
Brief Economic History of Swadeshi’, pub-
lished in Indian Public Policy Review in 2021,
Nitin Pai writes that, for Nehru, “the con-
text of the Great Depression of the 1930s
and the decline in foreign trade resulted in
...the urge towards self-sufficiency”.
Political scientist Ashwini K Ray pointed
out thatIndia’s preference for “non-align-
ment” during the Cold War-erawas a sign
of a“resurgent post-colonial nationalism”.

The Nehru years saw a commanding
role for the public sector within a mixed
economy, apart from building of top-notch
public institutions such as the IITs and Al-
IMIS. Large dams came up, as did many large
PSUs. These moves were later criticised by
critics as slowing down India’s growth.

Trying to find her feet in the shadow
cast by her father, Indira Gandhi turned to
redistribution as her economic priority
framework, coming up with the slogan of
poverty alleviation. The tensions with the
US, seen as pro-Pakistan, also made her
government lean towards the Soviet
Union.

An added rush of the swadeshi pitch
was brought by George Fernandes as
Industry Minister when the Janata Party
came to power in 1977, after the
Emergency. He famously threw out Coca

Cotton
merchants in
Bombay in the
late 1800s.
Francis
Frith/Wikipedia

Colaand IBM from India for refusing to re-
duce their stakes in their local partners.
The 1980s saw some liberalisation meas-
ures in export-import policy, fiscal policy
and foreign investment — signifying that
the grip of swadeshi as anidea of national
policy was loosening. But even as imports
shot up in the late 1980s, this wasn’t
matched by arise in exports.

It eventually led to the grave foreign
exchange crisis of 1991, persuading India
under Congress PM PV Narasimha Rao to
approach the World Bank and IMF, and to
open up its economy. What followed was
‘LPG (liberalisation, privatisation, global-
isation), steered by Rao and his Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh.

With globalisation and liberalisation
becoming State policy, swadeshi became
the mantra of the Opposition. Thus was
born the Swadeshi Jagran Manch, finding
acorner under the umbrella of the Sangh
Parivar. On the other end of the spectrum,
the Left opposed the policy shift as bring-
ing in evils of “neoliberalism”.

The renewed focus on swadeshi and
aatmanirbhar Bharat by PM Modi now re-
flects both the tight corner the US admin-
istration has put India in, as well as his
own government’s muscular nationalis-
tic imagination of itself. As the CM of
Gujarat, he prided himself on his ‘Vibrant
Gujarat Summits’, which showcased in-
vestment into the country. As PM, the am-
bition of his government was becoming
“Vishwaguru”, a destination the world
would make a beeline to.

As he has repeatedly said, Modi’s
Swadeshi means production in India with
Indian labour, even if the capital comes
from abroad.

The author is Deputy Associate Editor,
The Indian Express
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SAID
ANJALICHAUHAN

ON AUGUST 21, as the flames engulfed
26-year-old Nikki Bhati’s body in a Greater
Noida house, India was, once again, con-
fronted with the brutal truth we try to
deny — that marriage, too often celebrated
asasacred bond, remains one of the most
dangerous institutions for women.
Nikki's crime was not just her “failure”
to meet the escalating dowry demands,
but daring to assert her autonomy. She
wanted to reopen her modest beauty par-
lour, post reels on Instagram and carve a
life not wholly defined by her husband
and in-laws. For that, she died in a violent
manner. Nikki is not an aberration.
According to the National Crime Records
Bureau, 6,450 women were killed in
dowry-related violence in 2022 alone —
meaning nearly 18 women died daily be-
cause of dowry. Dowry is not just a de-

Flames that doused the fire within

mand for money or cars, but a system of
structural violence that makes women'’s
lives perpetually negotiable. It begins with
marriage negotiations, only to creep into
daily life as a reminder that her worth is
transactional, that she is not a person, but
property. Beyond the husband and in-
laws, we must ask the uncomfortable
question: what about the parents? Why
do so many parents, even when they
know their daughters are being tortured,
still choose silence over confrontation?
Why is awoman'’s life weighed against the
family’s izzat in samaj and why does izzat
almost always win?

In Nikki’s case, her sister has spoken of
years of harassment and escalating vio-
lence. Did her parents consider encourag-
ing her to walk away, refusing to bow
down to demands that were eating her
alive? Or did they, like so many, fear the
stigma of divorce more than the certainty
of her suffering?Divorce, in our society, is

treated as a mark of failure, not of the mar-
riage, but of the woman. A divorced
woman is branded as a “burden”, while
men who abandon or abuse their wives
face little social sanction. The weight of
this stigma is so heavy that many women
are pushed back into violent marriages,
told to “adjust”, “think of the children” and
“keep the family honour intact.”

In reality, we are not protecting hon-
our or family, but patriarchy, the fragile ego
of menand asociety that would rather see
awoman die as a wife than live as a divor-
cée.Weneed to say it out loud: every time
parents prioritise societal reputation over
their daughter’s safety, they become com-
plicit in the system that kills her.

Marriage in our society is constructed
as a woman'’s ultimate destiny, her only
respectable future. But, within this insti-
tution, her autonomy is relentlessly po-
liced. Nikki's desire to rebuild her parlour
and post Instagram reels became flash-

points because they symbolised freedom
— economic, social, and personal. A
woman with her own income and a pub-
lic voice is a figure patriarchy fears most.
Nikki's case has sparked outrage, as it
should. But we know how quickly outrage
fades. Tomorrow there will be another
headline, another woman set ablaze. The
question is: will we still keep pretending
these are isolated incidents, or will we
confront the fact that our entire social sys-
tem is soaked in this violence?

Justice for Nikki cannot only mean jail-
ing her husband and in-laws. It must
mean creating conditions where no
woman has to live in fear of being killed
for resisting. It must mean economic in-
dependence for women, swift legal re-
dressal for survivors, community net-
works that intervene and, above all, a
cultural revolution in how we view hon-
our and women'’s lives.

The flames that consumed Nikki and

countless others must burn into our con-
science till every parent realises that no
izzat is worth more than their daughter’s
life, and every community admits that
dowry is not a custom but a crime.

And perhaps most urgently, we must
re-imagine marriage itself — not as a
woman’s destiny or the only acceptable
form of partnership but as a choice freely
made between two consenting individu-
als, grounded in love. Only when marriage
ceases to be the norm that defines a
woman'’s worth, and becomes one option
among many ways of living with dignity,
canwe begin to dismantle the culture that
continues to burn women alive.

The writer is a PhD researcher at Delhi
University’s Department of
Political Science
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Unfinished,
urgent
business

IT IS hard to remember a week in which
India has been more publicly humiliated
on the world stage than the one just
ended. First, came the fifty per cent tariffs
onIndianimports to the United States im-
posed by our Prime Minister’s ex-best
friend. Then came comments from
Donald Trump’s Trade Adviser that were
ugly and untrue. Peter Navarro declared
that the war on Ukraine was ‘Modi’s war’
because India was ‘profiteering’ fromit by
continuing to buy Russian oil. The Big
Bully in the White House is too scared to
take on China, so it is India that he chose
to unleash his attack dog upon.

In the face of this biased and unwar-
ranted public humiliation India has cho-
sen so far to maintain a dignified silence.
Well done, India. But now that Trump has
stabbed us in the back and made a mock-
ery of the Hindutva enthusiasts who were
soin love with Trump that they organised
elaborate Hindu rituals to celebrate his sec-
ond term, what should we do? Well, for a
start, we need to spend much more time
on comprehensive economic, judicial, ed-
ucational and agricultural reforms thanon
bringing about the Hindutva cultural rev-
olution. Far too much time has been
wasted on deciding what people should
eat, drink, love and wear. And on how they
should worship. It turns out now that we
do not have the luxury for a cultural revo-
lution until we get our basics right.

[ was brooding upon these gloomy
thoughts when I heard the Prime
Minister’s speech in Japan in which hein-
voked his old mantra ‘reform, perform,
transform’. Exactly right. If he had not for-
gotten this mantra for so very long, we
would have been in a stronger position to
face up to the big bully in the White
House. Reform, reform, reform should be
the new mantra. There is much to do.

In the opinion of your ever humble
columnist the most important reform
must be of our justice system. It is scan-
dalous that despite the grandiose assur-
ances of successive Chief Justices there has
never been a serious attempt to speed up
the bullock cart speed at which our jus-
tice system works. Reform is not compli-
cated asIdiscovered from a lawyer friend
whois amember of the Law Commission
of India. Hitesh Jain spelled out for me his
‘3-2-1 formula.’

“Three years toresolve all legacy cases
clogging our courts. Two years to ensure
that new cases are decided conclusively.
One year for disposal of appeals with strict
discipline and focused judicial manage-
ment.” Something like this needs to be
done urgently because one reason why it
is so hard to do anything in our ancient
land is because the justice system works
so slowly it may as well not work at all.
Getting justice for even the most heinous
crimes not only takes too long, it is unaf-
fordable for the average Indian.

Side by side with judicial reform should
come reforms in our hopelessly outdated
and shambolic education system. It pro-
duces graduates who end up unemployed
not because there are no jobs but because
their ‘education’ leaves them barely liter-
ate, linguistically challenged and unem-
ployable. I am constantly running into
young people who cannot speak a word of
English despite having studied in ‘English
schools’. English is vital in today’s world
no matter what the RSS chief believes.

From the time that tariffs have been
weaponised by Donald Trump, our Prime
Minister has said in almost every other
speech that he will never betray the inter-
ests of our farmers and fishermen. Great.
Butin the past 11 years, there has been too
little done to improve the infrastructure
that farmers and fishermen need to be
able to access new markets. The farm bills
were opposed by farmers but instead of
finding out what it is that farmers really
need, every attempt was made to make
them sound like traitors and terrorists.
Unwise because since then the subject has
remained taboo.

The Prime Minister told his audience
of Japanese businessmen that he has got
rid of hundreds of regulations to make it
easier to do business. What he seems not
to know is that the officials, high and low,
who run this country manage somehow
to delay things anyway by coming up with
some new rule or regulation. This is with-
out mentioning the corrupt practices they
deploy to harass honest citizens who do
not wish to bribe them. It is on harass-
ment they spend their energies instead of
on governance and all you need todois to
drive around India to see the conse-
quences of this. It is not a happy thing to
admit but vast tracts of our beloved Bharat
Mata are now in such a state of degrada-
tion and decay that I sometimes feel that
we have turned our beautiful country into
a gigantic slum.

My apologies for writing such a
gloomy piece this week but it is hard to
write a cheerful column when India has
been humiliated, bullied and threatened
by a man we thought was our friend.
Political pundits, wiser than me, predict
thatin the end it is the United States who
will pay for what Donald Trump has done.
But that time is not now. The only way
that India can continue to grow and pros-
per despite the hostilities and humiliation
inflicted upon us is to reform and reform.
With a vengeance.

. Vadodara
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NATIONAL SECURITY

CENTRE DEFENDS MOVE ON
IMMIGRANTS' DEP

CORRESPONDENT
NE!

I]legal immigrants pose

a serious threat to sov-

ereignty, security, and
public resources, said Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta
on Friday during a hearing
in the Supreme Court over
alleged illegal detention
and deportation of migrant
Muslimworkers from West
Bengal on suspicion of being
Bangladeshi nationals.

SG Mehta, appearing for
Centre informed that ille-
gal Bangladeshiimmigrants
often mix with Rohingya

APPOINTMENT

-

groups, with some report-
edly turning to extremist
activities. He furhter argued
that individuals must prove
their legal presence in India.

The Supreme Court bench
of Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi

was hearing a petition filed

through the West Bengal

Migrant Workers Welfare

Board claiming that individ-
uals are being pushed back

across the border without
any legal determination of
their citizenship.

Two new judges take oath in SC

CORRESPONDENT
NEW HI

Two new judges, Justice
Alok Aradhe and Justice
Vipul Manubhai Pancholi,
on Friday took oath as the
Supreme Court judges.

Chief Justice of India BR
Gavai administered the
oath of office to the newly
appointed judges.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium, in its meeting held
on August 25, recommend-
ed the elevation of the two
Chief Justices of the High
Courts as judges in the Su-
preme Court.

‘With the appointment of
the two judges, the apex
court will function with
its full complement of 34
judges. Justice Aradhe was
the ChiefJustice of the High
Court of Bombay, and Jus-
tice Pancholi was the Chief
Justice of the Patna High
Court.

The Centre, on August

BIHAR SIR

27, has cleared the recom-
mendation of the Supreme
Court Collegium for the el-
evation of Justices Aradhe
and Pancholi as judges of
the top court.

On August 25, the five-
Jjudge Collegium, led by the
CJ1, also comprising Jus-
tices Surya Kant, Vikram
Nath, JK Maheshwari, and
BV Nagarathna, made the
resolution on the two ap-
pointments by a4:1vote.

Reportedly, in the Colle-
gium, Justice Nagarathna
had dissented on the rec-
ommendation on the el-
evation of Justice Pancholi,
citing his 57th rank in the
all-India list of seniority of
thejudgesof the High Court.

Justice Aradhec was born
on April 13,1964, in Raipur.
He has been a former Chief
Justice of the Telangana
High Court and has also
served as ajudge of the Kar-
nataka High Court, Jammu
and Kashmir High Court,

and Madhya Pradesh High
Court.

He hasalso served as Act-
ing Chief Justice of the Kar-
nataka High Court and the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court.

He was appointed as an
Additionaljudge of the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Courton
December 29, 2009.

Justice Pancholi, born on
May 28, 1968, in Ahmed-
abad, was enrolled as an
advocate in September1991,
marking the beginning of
his practice at the Gujarat
High Court. In October
2014, he was elevated as
an additional judge of the
Gujarat High Court and
confirmed as a permanent
judge in June 2016.

He was transferred to the
Patna High Court in July
2023, where he took the
oath as a judge. He was ap-
pointed Chief Justice of the
Patna High Court in July
2025.(ANT)

The bench expressed

ORTATION

ment must also consider the

concern over delays in ha-  shared cultureand heritage
beas corpus petitions and  ofborder regions like Bengal
directed the High Courtto  and Punjab. In these areas,
urgentlyhearsucl d 1 and ethnicity often
verify the citizenship status  overlap despiteinternational
of affected individuals. borders, benh noted.
Justice Bagchi also raised Senior Advocate Prashant

the issue of possible bias
against Bengali-speaking
individuals. He remarked
that there should not be a
presumption that all Benga-
li-speaking persons are ille-
gal Bangladeshi immigrants.
The Court said national se-
curity, sovereignty, and re-
sources are valid concerns.
It added that the govern-

AMBUR RIOT CASE

Bhushan, appearing for
petitioner argued about a
specific case where a preg-
nant woman was deported
to Bangladesh without due
process.

It was alleged that, later,
she was arrested there as
anIndian national. This, he
argued, shows the dangers
ofarbitrary deportations.

NATION UMENT

SCnotice to Centre on plea
by Swamy over Ram Setu

CORRESPONDENT
NEW |

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day sought a response from
the Centre on a plea filed
by former Rajya Sabha MP
Subramanian Swamy, urg-
ing the government to take
a decision on declaring the
Ram Setuas anational mon-
ument. A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta issued notice to the
Centre and posted the mat-
ter for hearing after four
weeks. Ram Setu And The
Plea Ram Setu, also known
as Adam’s Bridge, is anatu-
ral chain of limestoneshoals
connecting Pamban Island
off Tamil Nadu's southeast-
ern coast with Mannar Is-
land in Sri Lanka. The site

has long been a matter of
historical, archaeological,
and religious significance.
Inhisplea, Swamyargued
that the Centre has failed to
acton itsassurance given to
the court in January 2023
that the matter was under
consideration. He stressed
thatthe governmentis duty-
bound to protect Ram Setu
from pollution, desecration,
or misuse, given its cultural
and religious importance.
On January 19, 2023, the
Supreme Court had re-
corded the Centre’s sub-
mission that the issue
of declaring Ram Setuana-
tional heritage monument
was being examined by the
Ministry of Culture. The So-
licitor General had told the
court that Swamy could pro-

vide additional materials or
representations within two
weeks for consideration.

The court had then direct-
ed the Centre to take a deci-
sionand allowed Swany the
liberty to return to court if
he was dissatisfied. His in-
terim application was dis-
posed of on that basis.

No Action Yet, Says Swamy

Swamy's latest petition
contends that despite the
court’s directions, no deci-
sion has been communi-
cated either to him or to the
Supreme Court.

He said he had submitted
adetailed representation to
the government on January
27, 2023, with supporting
documents, and again sent
a fresh representation on
May 13, 2025.

TIRUPATTUR COURT CONVICTS 22, ACQUITS 106

CORRESPONDENT
v

The District and Sessions
Court in Vellore on Thurs-
day convicted 22 persons
in connection with riots
that broke out following the
death of 26-year-old Sha-
meel Ahamed in Ambur
in 2015. 106 others were
acquitted.

Judge Meenakumariofthe
Tirupattur District Sessions
Court delivered the verdict
against 22 individuals who
were found guilty in con-
nection with the 2015 Am-
bur riots.

The casestemmed from the
disappearance of Pavithra,
wife of Palani from Kuschi-
palayam near Anaikattu,
under Pallikonda police
limits. During the investiga-
tion, police led by Inspector
Martin Prem Raj summoned
Shameel Ahmed, a youth
from Ambur. While under

SC to hear plea for extension of
deadline for filing SIR claims

CORRESPONDENT

HI

‘The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to hear a plea
of the RJD on September
1 seeking an extension of
time for filing claims and
objections for voter regis-
tration in Bihar.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan mentioned the
matter before a bench
headed by Justice Surya
Kant, seeking a one-week
extension on the September
1deadline.

Bhushan informed the
bench that the RJD and a
few other parties have filed
applications seeking an ex-
tension of the September 1
deadline to file claims and
objections regarding the
draft voters’ list.

The apex court was in-
formed that parties want a
one-week extension of the
deadline, claiming that over
1,75,000 claims were made
before and after the August
22 court order.

On August 22, the top
court had ordered that
persons excluded from the
draft electoral roll during
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) in poll-bound
Bihar can submit their
applications for inclusion
through online mode and
that physical submission of
forms is not necessary.

It had been said that an
individual, on their own or

with the assistance of booth-
level agents (BLAs) ofa po-
litical party, is entitled to
apply online and does not
need to submit an applica-
tion in physical form.

The bench had said all12
political parties in Bihar
shall issue specific direc-
tions to party workers toas-
sist people in filing and sub-
mission of requisite forms
with any 11 documents in
Form6orthe Aadhaar Card
to get themselves included
in the voters’ list.

It had stated that BLAs of
all political parties are di-
rected to make an endeav-
our that approximately 65
lakh persons not included
in the draft rolls are facili-
tated, except those who are
dead or have voluntarily mi-
grated, in submitting their
objections by the cutoffdate
of September 1.

The top court was hear-

ing a batch of petitions
challenging the poll panel's
move toconduct SIR of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar.

The Election Commission
had also filed an affidavit
stating that the list of names
and details of 65 lakh elec-
tors in Bihar who were not
included in the draft roll
published on August 1 had
been posted on the websites
of all 38 District Electoral
Officers in the state.

The list also contained the
reasons for their non-inclu-
sion, including death, shift-
ing of ordinary residence or
duplicate entries, ECI had
told theapex court.

ECI had filed an affida-
vit in compliance with the
August 14 directions of the
Supreme Court directing it
to publish an enumerated,
booth-wise list of approxi-
mately 65 lakh electors not
included in the draft elec-

toral rollduring the ongoing
SIR exercise in poll-bound
Bihar.

The petitions challenging
the ECIT decision were filed
by RJD MP Manoj Jha, the
Association for Democratic

Reforms (ADR), PUCL, ac-
tivist Yogendra Yadav, Tri-
namool MP Mahua Moitra,
and former Bihar MLA Mu-
jahid Alam.

‘The pleas soughtdirection
to quash the ECI's June 24
directive that requires large
sections of votersin Biharto
submit proof of citizenship
to remain on the electoral
rolls.

‘The petitions also raised
concerns over the exclu-
sion of widely held docu-
ments like Aadhaar and ra-
tion cards, stating that this
would disproportionately

affect the poor and margin-
alised voters, especially in
rural Bihar.

inquiry, Shameel devel-
oped health complications
and was admitted to the
Government General Hos-
pital in Chennai, where he
died despite treatment. His
relatives alleged that he died
due to police assault whilein
custody.

Following this, thousands
of people staged aroadblock

protest on the Ambur Na-
tional Highway. During the
protest, buses, police vehi-
cles, aliquor shop, a private
hospital, and several shops
were damaged.

A total of 71 policemen
were injured, and cases
were filed against 134 indi-
viduals. Out of them, 6 died
during the course of the

proceedings, and the trial
against the remaining 128
continued in the Tirupat-
tur District Sessions Court,
leading to today’s verdict by
Judge Meenakumari.

In the first six cases, 106
accused were acquitted on
grounds of insufficient evi-
dence. The judge also criti-
cized the then government
for its failure toact promptly
during the riots and ordered
compensation for damages.
Further, the properties of
late Aslam Basha, former
Ambur MLA of the Manith-
aneya Makkal Katchi, who
was identified as one of the
key instigators, were or-
dered to be confiscated and
paid as penalty to the gov-
ernment.

In the seventh case, 22
accused were convicted of
crimes including damag-
ing public property, attack-
ing police personnel, and
misbehaving with women

police officers. Depending
on the severity of charges,
they were sentenced to a
minimum of 3 years to a
maximum of 14 years im-
prisonment, alongwith fines
ranging from Rs3,000 toRs
25,000. Additionally, the
courtordered compensation
of Rs 10 lakh each to Head
Constable Vijayakumarand
‘Woman Constable Rajalak-
shmi, both of whom were
injured, and Rs 1lakh each
to government witnesses.
The court also commended
policeman Raja, who carried
injured women officers on
his shoulders to safety dur-
ing the riots.

For the pronouncement
of this verdict, more than
700 police personnel were
deployed across Tirupattur
district under the supervi-
sion of Tirupattur District
SP Shyamala Deviand Vel-
lore District SP Mayilvaga-
nan.

Hindu marriage cannot be dissolved
by village deed: Delhi High Court

CORRESPONDENT
KOHIMA

The Delhi High Court has
categorically held that “a
duly solemnised Hindu
marriage cannot be dis-
solved by signing amarriage
dissolution deed before vil-
lage persons.”

‘With this observation,
the high court dismissed
the plea of a CISF constable
who was challenging his
dismissal for contracting a
second marriage while his
first marriage was still sub-
sisting.

A Division Bench of Jus-

RIGOROUS IMPRISONMEN

tice C Hari Shankar and
Justice Om Prakash Shukla
observed that no legal prin-
ciple permits the dissolu-
tion of a Hindu marriage
through such informal
means.

The court further ob-
served that Rule 18 of the
CISF Rules also extends
to situations where an em-
ployee enters into a second
marriage after joining the
service.

Citing the precedent in Ex.
Head Constable Bazir Singh
v Union of India, the court
stressed that the rule must
be interpreted pragmati-

cally. “If a person with two
wives is ineligible even for
appointment, it would be
absurd to say that he can
perform a second marriage
after joining the service,”
the judges remarked, add-
ingthat suchconduct makes
the employee ineligible to
continue in service.

‘The petitioner had argued
that his first marriage had
ended through a dissolu-
tion deed executed in 2017
before “social people and
witnesses” in his village.
The court rejected this con-
tention outright, stating that
the law does not recognise

such a practice.

‘While noting that in the
Bazir Singh case, the pun-
ishment awarded was
compulsory retirement,
the Bench pointed out that
it could not grant similar
relief as the petitioner had
not completed the qualify-
ing service for retirement
benefits. The High Court
concluded that the case was
fully covered by existing
precedents and that the pe-
titioner had “no defence on
merits.”

The High Court upheld
the disciplinary action and
dismissed the writ petition.

CBI court sends two men to three years
in jail in bank fraud case

CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) Patna,on
Thursday, sentenced Rana
Ashok Kumar Singh @
Dina Singh (Pvt. Person) to
3 Years Rigorous Imprison-
ment (RI) with a fine of Rs
7 Lakh and Anil Kr. Sriv-
astana (Pvt. person) to 1.5
Years Rigorous Imprison-
ment (RI) with a fine of Rs
17,500 inabank fraud case.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation registered the
instant case on 07.02.1996
against Dina Singh based

on a complaint lodged by
the Manager of Allahabad
Bank, alleging that the ac-
cused had deliberately and
willfully cheated the Al-
lahabad Bank by pledging
a forged/fake NSC of Rs
3,59000.

It was alleged that the ac-
cused, Rana Ashok Kumar
Singh, in collusion with
other persons, prepared
forged National Savings
Certificates (NSCs) and
thereafter obtained a loan
of Rs 2,60,000 from Alla-
habad Bank against these
forged NSCs, in active
connivance with another

accused, Shashu Bhushan
Pandey, Branch Manager of
Allahabad Bank.
Investigation revealed
that the accused persons
prepared forged NSCs with
the help of an employee
employed in the press.
A printing machine was
also recovered from the
residential premises of the
accused, Rana Ashok Ku-
mar, which was used to as-
sign unique numbers to the
NSCs. The Zonal Office of
Patna sent a loan proposal
to the Calcutta Headquar-
ters. It was recommended
that the work of the letter

holder be completed expe-
ditiously.

Accordingly, CBI filed a
charge sheet on30.04.1998
against the following per-
sons:

(1) Rana Ashok Singh @
Dina Singh, Pvt. Person.

(2) Anil Kr. Srivastava,
Pvt. Person

(3) Ganga Sagar, Pvt. Per-

son,

(4) Shashi Bhushan Pan-
dey, Branch Manager, Al-
lahabad Bank, Exhibition
Road, Patna

(5) Bindeshwari Singh,
Officer, Allahabad Bank,
Exhibition Road, Patna



SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, PANAJI - GOA
AUGUST 31, 2025

ALL THAT MATTERS

9

Sorry economists, the foreign policy experts are rlght on Trump
ﬂ o
4

SWAMINOMICS

SWAMINATHAN S
ANKLESARIA AIYAR

According to German
newspaper Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, PM
Narendra Modi apparent-
1y declined to take four calls from President
Donald Trump. Though neither Washing-
ton nor Delhi have confirmed this, it’s
marvellous if it’s true. This reported snub
sends a clear message that India will not
be cowed by a capricious bully:

Trump has imposed an additional
25% tariff on imports from India, which
now total 50%. This is among the highest
he has levied on any country. The US is
treating India as a foe.

Peter Navarro, a White House trade
advisor, has trashed India for buying cheap
Russian crude, refining it and selling the
refined products to the US and Europe at
a high profit, increasing its trade surplus
with the US. He says the Ukraine war is
“Modi’s war”, arguing that India is pre-
venting the end of the war.

This is no longer a trade issue. It is,
squarely, a foreign policy issue. The US is
trying to bleed and browbeat India into
abandoning its independent foreign policy:

Most Indian economists  India’s policy of because it would emphasise
are reluctant to retaliate multl—allgnment the value India places on
against Trump’s tariffs, as means it seeks such bridges to Moscow.
China did. They say China _, . Russia used to be India’s
has strong cards such as the links with many main, cheap source of
supply of rare earths, while sides that may be arms. In recent decades,
India has none and so cannot opposed to one India has diversified its
get tough. Instead, they ar-  another. Trump arms suppliers, buying
gue, India should grit its from France, Israel, and
teeth and take a one-way Wal}ts to force the US. When the tariff is-
beating, depending on diplo- India to break old sue arose, Indian trade ne-
macy to eventually bring ties with Russia. gotiators proposed to re-
Trump to his senses. India must refuse duce India’s large trade

By contrast, most Indian to give in surplus with the US by
foreign policy experts want 8r buying billions worth of
to stay tough and not givean ~ NS S aircraft.

inch. China and the EU, which import
more energy from Russia than India does,
have not been penalised. Pakistan pays US
tariffs of just 19% against India’s 50%,
raising questions about whether US poli-
cies are approaching total reversal.
Indian economists are wrong and for-
eign policy experts are right. We must stay
tough. India’s policy of multi-alignment
means it seeks links with many sides that
may be opposed to one another. Trump
wants to force India to treat Russia as a foe
and break old ties with it. India must re-
fuse to give in. Another polite snub would
be to actually increase purchases of Rus-
sian oil, not just because it is cheap but

But now India must change tack. It
must tell Trump, gently but firmly, that
India cannot buy arms from a country
that imposes a 50% import tariff. That is
retaliation through foreign policy rather
than trade. It will be a big, credible
threat. The economists are plain wrong
in saying India has no cards.

A country perceived to be weak will
be subjected to ever more pressure. The
classic case is Laos, which abolished all
tariffs on imports from the US, yet got
slapped with a 40% tariff on its exports.
This is a bully’s idea of tariff equality.

If India retaliates, it will have some-
thing to give up in exchange for lower US

Razia Sultan and Noor Jahan: What
girls lose when queens are erased

torian Ruby Lal has described her as the co-sovereign along-
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CHILL PILL: India supplles nearly half of US’s generic drugs, but its real Ieverage liesin
its power to block patents of Big Pharma and issue compulsory licences to desi firms

tariffs. India cannot give up agricultural
tariffs as Trump wants for political rea-
sons. It cannot stop buying Russian oil for
foreign policy reasons. What, then, can it
give up? The answer: India must first retal-

iate and then give up retaliatory action as
part of amutual return to normalcy. India
imposed retaliatory tariffs on 28 US items
when Trump imposed tariffs in his first
term, eight years ago. It should do so again.

Some economic commentators have
noted that India supplies 47% of US con-
sumption of generic drugs, and wonder
if India can threaten to withhold such
supplies as a negotiating card. That is a
bad idea. Indian drug exporters will be
hit much more than US consumers. Be-
sides, Trump wants to stop generic drug
imports and have these manufactured in
the US and he is threatening a 100% tariff
on all generic drug imports to this end.
He will be delighted, not dismayed, if
India opts out voluntarily.

India does indeed have a big card in
pharma but a different one. US drug com-
panies now produce only patented drugs,
leaving generics to Third World countries.
US drug giants fear India will make it dif-
ficult to get fresh patents. Even more they
fear India may liberally issue compulsory
licences, allowing Indian companies to
cheaply produce drugs still under patent.
India can gently turn the screws on both
issues without any open announcement. It
can then agree to retreat as part of a deal.

Trump changes policies in a trice. If
we stay tough, he will come around.
Whatever he says about India being in
the Russian camp today, strong funda-
mentals will eventually bring India and
the US together. Multi-alignment is a
sound, workable foreign policy. m

BY INVITATION

IRA MUKHOTY

The great French philosopher Simone de
Beauvoir once wrote that girls were not
born into a pre-ordained state of ‘woman-
hood’ but instead learnt how to become
women by absorbing societal cues as they

side her husband, the only woman of the Mughal empire
who can be considered a co-ruler. As for Razia Sultan, she
was the first female Muslim ruler of South Asia, a woman
who ruled as Sultan in her own name during the age of the
Delhi Sultanates in the 13th century. At a time when Razia’s
female contemporaries in Catholic Europe were confined
to the walls of their homes and kept out of all spheres of
influence, this Delhi monarch minted coins in her own

grew up. This process begins early on in infancy, via whis-
pered fairytales and myths. It continues through childhood
via books and texts, then from observing the lived examples

of mothers, sisters and aunts, and
through the cultural representa-
tions of women in popular culture.

The myths that make up the
tapestry of a young girl’s imagina-
tion as she grows up, therefore,
also include the stories she hears
in her school, of actual historical
women. In a profoundly patriar-
chal society like India, girls will
receive a great many signals, both
subliminal and more overt, de-
signed to make them believe that
women are meant to be beacons of
quiet sacrifice and exemplary duty.
Young girls will come across gen-
der stereotypes time and again, in
which they will see the women
around them expected to sublimate
their own ambitions and desires
for the ‘greater good’ of the family,
the home and society.

In addition, the portrayal of
women in popular culture in India
does not do anything to counter the
tired old tropes of ideal Indian wom-
anhood. In a recent survey by the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, for
example, 25 blockbusters from 2019
were examined and almost three-

JUDGED HARSHLY: Once maligned as shrewish and
manipulative, Noor Jahan and others are only now
being reclaimed by serious scholarship

name, put aside her veil and rode to war to defend her lands.
Despite the remarkable achievements of these two wom-
en, their legacy was never safely anchored in the public

fourths of the characters in the

films were played by men. Of these, nine out of ten men were
in decision-makingroles such as politicians, army officers and
policemen while the women were almost all minor players like
doctors, nurses, teachers and journalists. Nor is it entirely co-
incidental that the women are shown in typically caregiving

roles like nurses, mothers or teachers.

empires as eras of ‘darkness’ in a completely ahistorical and
regressive assessment reminiscent of old colonial prejudic-
es. Through this act of chicanery, two inspirational queens
have disappeared, almost negligently. Perhaps it is an incon-
venient truth today to discuss Muslim dynasties which fos-
tered women of such talent and verve.

imagination. For far too long,
tainted by colonial prejudice and
post-colonial prurience, these
women had been relegated to that
shadowy space where ambitious
women are shunted to; Noor Ja-
han was judged shrewishly
over-ambitious, manipulating a
helpless emperor who was in sex-
ual thrall to her. And though Ra-
zia Sultan was admired in her
own age, later historians were far
more scathing — criticising her
disregard for the veil, and gloom-
ily predicting the end of the world
once women began ruling in lieu
of men. It is only in recent dec-
ades that a serious scholarly
re-evaluation has restored these
women to their rightful place.
Now, that hard-worn legacy is un-
der threat once again.

Itis not coincidental, naturally,
that Noor Jahan and Razia Sultan
have gone missing from the new
Class 7 textbooks. In a nimble
sleight of hand, the new books
omit the Delhi Sultanates and the
Mughal empire entirely. When
they are introduced in the new
class 8 books, it is to present these

“To lose one’s country is to know
an intimate shame, like being
disowned by a parent, turned out
of one’s home... without a country
we are adrift,” Aatish Taseer

writes in his new book, A Return
to Self: Excursions in Exile’. The
son of assassinated Pakistani
politician Salman "Taseer and
Indian journalist Tavleen Singh, he
has long grappled with questions
of identity and belonging. In
conversation with Jairaj Singh, the
New York-based writer reflects on
the fault lines of history that run
through his work. Edited excerpts:

M After your Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
card was cancelled in 2019, you plunged
headlong into travel, tracing the Silk Road
through Uzbekistan, wandering the ruins of
Al-Andalus in Spain, and journeying through
Mongolia’s steppes. How did these journeys
reshape your sense of being Indian?
There was an odd sense of euphoria. I felt
the world to be so wide and varied, and
myself so comfortable within it. Irevelled
in just the little things about travel: the
lunch with a friend at a Black Sea restau-
rant in Istanbul; the dawn arrival at
Chinggis Khaan International in Ulaan-
baatar; the drives across the spine of Asia.
It was romantic, to be sure, but there were
more serious lines of inquiry, such as the
suppression of Buddhism in Mongolia.
My ability to see these things in the con-
text of other movements in Asia spoke to
a kind of cosmopolitanism (ever a dirty
word!) that I felt very proud to possess.
Also, odd as it may seem, it reinforced my
connection to India. Because, regard-
less of my passport, I was not travelling

Odd as it may seem, my journeys in
exile reinforced my bond with India

similar tensions, we’ve seen the pendulum
swing, again and again. If you define ‘equi-
librium’ in the sense of a new political
reality finding articulation, then yes, I
think to some degree that has occurred.
But, if you mean it in the sense of lasting
peace, or balance, or even reconfiguration,
then no. What really happens in these sit-
uations is that different visions of the
country vibrate next to each other. It’s an
uncomfortable dissonant process, an aton-
al music, and the most one can
hope for is that the different
visions are not so deeply in-
compatible that they tear the
place apart. India may be roil-
ing, but it’s in moments like
these that we should check to see how in-
tact India’s continuities are—not political
continuities, but cultural ones. I think
you’ll find many of them unchanged.

M If you were to return now, which places
in India would you feel most drawn to?

I never make a point of revisiting places
unless asked to. I like letting memory, ac-
cretion and distance accumulate. I will say
that the North doesn’t call me at all. On the
level of sensual memory, I am haunted by
the South, where I went to school. By
lunches served on banana leaves in road-
side restaurants, where they pour ghee
onto the rice out of steel buckets. By that
first breath of the Palani hills. Iloved being
at school in Kodaikanal. I keep waiting for
homesickness, but it never really comes,
except in these very oblique ways. I can’t
tell if I'm blocking it, or if one isreally glad
to be away from the bad air and the malice.

M In a world that is more interconnected
and yet more insular, what does ‘home’
mean to you today?
One of the things I like about America is
how much home —no doubt, a carry over
of the settler spirit—is an act of do-
ing and making, and not mere-
ly inherited belonging. This
istrue in the narrow sense

FOR THE

RECORD

posite. Home is the great mother. We’re
constantly trying to prove ourselves wor-
thy of her. Idon’t know if Ibuy in anymore.
I know where I live — it’s my address —
but, for the rest, I'm going to let the great
mother prove herself worthy of me.

M Your essays often circle back to historical
fissures. Why is that so important to you?
I think of my work as primarily being a
form of historical reportage, or, as you say,
the fissures of history. I do it,
in part because I grew up
along such a line—the Parti-
tion — but, more deeply, to
paraphrase (James) Baldwin,
the war occasioned on the In-
dian soul by the presence of Islam on the
subcontinent. As I travelled more, I found
other such fault lines: Shia/Sunni, pre-Co-
lumbian/Hispanic; Shaman/Buddhist;
Shinto/Buddhist...the list goes on. These
lines of convulsion matter because their
tension can still be felt into the present.
They influence politics and human behav-
iour. In the US, for instance, ‘the interracial
drama’ is still so visceral, despite the con-
ceit of America wanting to be a country
without history. My role is very neutral. I
don’t try to make history matter when it
doesn’t; I'm only interested in dramatising
the tension that I can feel in the air. What
does (American literary critic) Fredric
Jameson say? “History is what hurts.”

M Living in the US, you've had a front-row
seat to the Donald Trump phenomenon.
What strikes you about him?

To me, Trump is more interesting as a
cultural phenomenon than a political one.
He has upended Wyndham Lewis’s idea
of America as the “rootless Elysium.”
That elastic American idea of belonging,
which allowed every variety of hyphen-
ation, and which was so attractive to those
in the world beyond, now has the distinct
taint of blood-and-soil about it. Perhaps
it had always been a fiction, but what a
compelling fiction! The pessimism one

In a country like India, therefore, in 1WO extraordinary women As authoritarian govts around the globe
which deeply conservative norms inform have been calamitously reconfigure their worlds according to a
the aspirations of younggirls —glorifying excised from textbooks. mythical past, it is women who will be re-
?he ideals of saceiﬁce, submission, caregiv- Perhaps it is an inconvenient quired t’o sqffer the greatest Ir’lyth-making.
ing and nurturing, the school can be an . Women’s rights and women’s stories are
exciting and liberating arena in which to tl‘uth.today to (!lSCIISS. already under assault in many parts of the
offer an alternative vision of womanhood. Muslim dynastles which world. In the West, there is the unfathom-
Here, for a time, young girls can unfetter fostered women of such able trend of women on social media sim-
themselves from a pedestrian reality and ¢alent and verve pering about being ‘trad wives’ and stay-

dream of more capacious horizons. To do
so, they need to see themselves reflected in

bition, of fierce beauty and exemplary courage.

But in the new NCERT Social Sciences textbooks for
Class 7, two extraordinary women have been calamitously
excised from the records — Razia Sultan and Noor Jahan.
Noor Jahan was the last wife of Jahangir, fourth of the
great Mughals of India. So candescent was Noor Jahan’s
power and influence during the rule of Jahangir that his-

at-home girlfriends while in India, it has
|
become de rigueur to proclaim a regressive

the stories of women who have led lives of unashamed am-

religiosity in the name of cultural traditions. In this violent
curettage of history to suit an imagined idealised past, it is
women’s bodies that are being shackled and young girls’
minds that are fractured. As consolation for a shifting and
violent world, young girls today deserve ever more examples
of luminous women to inspire them, not fewer. m
Mukhoty is a historian and author of the
upcoming ‘The Lion and the Lily’

India and the West.

closer to an ‘equilibrium’ it was

the ‘idea of India’ reached its
natural expiry date?
In many countries, with

as an American, or a Briton, but only
as an Indian could, with certain sen-
sitivities that had come down to me
through its varied history. That tra-
dition I was travelling in, which (VS)
Naipaul, (Amitav) Ghosh, and others
pioneered, shows you who you really
are when you’re away from home
— away, too, from the binary of

M Do you think India today is

always headed toward? Orhas

of the agency required in
building or buying a

home, but also true in
\ the abstract. People like
' to give reasons for why

they live where they live.
! In India, it’s the op-

now feels in America is new. That sense
of a world grown old, and full of history.
American possibility; American excep-
tionalism; the role of the country as a
moral force in the world — all of these
might have been fictions, but they had
real traction on the ground. Now nobody
even talks about them. That represents
what Hannah Arendt describes as “natal-
ity,” the arrival of something new in the
world. Some people see this as a necessary
loss of illusions, but all societies have il-
lusions, and these drive people to be bet-
ter, to not merely be themselves. Fiction
or not, I fear we will miss what America
made us believe about who and what
she was, and may yet be.

Sci-Hub case: What'’s really at stake is future of research in India

BY INVITATION

ARUL GEORGE SCARIA

On August 19, researchers across
India woke up to unsettling
news: access to Sci-Hub — the
shadow library that has long
been their lifeline — had been
blocked by order of the Delhi High Court. If ap-
propriate long-term measures are not taken, this
could have enormous implications for the future
of research in the country.

THE LEGAL BACKSTORY

The ban did not come out of nowhere. It was the
outcome of along-running copyright battle play-
ing out in Indian courts since 2020. On one side
was Sci-Hub, founded by Kazakhstani computer
programmer Alexandra Elbakyan, which has
long provided free access to millions of published
research articles. On the other were three major
international publishers (Elsevier, Wiley and
American Chemical Society) who filed a copy-
right infringement suit against it. During the
proceedings, Ms Elbakyan gave an undertaking
that no new articles covered by the plaintiffs’
copyright would be uploaded till the proceedings
conclude. But while this undertaking remained
in force, she released new articles through anoth-
er website named Sci-Net. Arguing that this vio-
lated her undertaking, the publishers went back
to court, leading to the blocking order on Sci-Hub,
Sci-Net and all mirror websites.

WHAT THE COURT IGNORED
While this appears like a simple blocking order,
one should not overlook some of the public inter-
est dimensions.

First, it is an undeniable fact that even the
most resource-rich institutions in India like IITs

and IIMs fail to provide access to all the publica-
tions necessary for facilitating good quality re-
search. One can only imagine the plight of re-
searchers in other institutes.

Second, the blocking order relies heavily on
jurisprudence laid down in the context of issues
like online movie piracy. But are these compara-
ble infringements? The business models in aca-
demic publishing are very different — not just
from movies but even fiction and newspaper
publishing. Journal authors are almost never
paid royalties or remuneration for their contri-
butions. Even open access journals that allow the
authors to retain copyright often charge them
‘processing’ fees, clearly illustrating the contin-
ued exploitation by journals. In such a context,
the traditional incentive-based justifications for
grant of copyright protection hardly exist. Most
researchers contribute to journals for reasons
such as advancing knowledge, signalling exper-
tise, and meeting requirements for appoint-
ments/ promotion in academic and research
institutions. This fundamental difference is why
scholars like Steven Shavell argue for abolition
of copyright in academic works and placing them
in the public domain for broader social benefits.

Third, it is debatable whether the publishers
own valid copyright in all the articles available
through Sci-Hub, as this also requires valid cop-
yright assignments from the authors to journals.
A substantial number of articles could already
be available in the public domain for multiple

|
Even the most resource-rich institutions

in India like ITTs and IIMs fail to provide
access to all the publications necessary

for facilitating good quality research.

One can only imagine the plight of
researchers in other institutes
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URL WAR: Such cases are not mere private disputes.
It is important to look at the public interest
dimensions before issuing sweeping orders

reasons such as expiry of copyright term, relin-
quishment of copyright by authors or application
of open-access mandates by those who funded
the research. These are complex issues that can
only be determined through a full trial, and in
such circumstances, the courts should avoid
sweeping blocking orders applicable to the entire
website. It is also worth adding here that cases
like this should not be seen as mere private dis-
putes between two parties. It is important to look
at the broader public interest dimensions before
issuing any injunction.

THE PATH FORWARD

The case and the resulting blocking order should
act as a wake-up call for our policymakers. If In-
dia has to achieve economic and scientific pro-
gress, access to scientific information is a must
for researchers and students. While the country

has initiated the One Nation One Subscription
(ONOS) policy to provide access to journals for
institutions across the country, the economic pru-
dence of the scheme is questionable. It is also
important to notice that not all publishers are
part of ONOS, thereby limiting coverage.

The only sustainable long-term solution to
the crisis is open access to research publications.
A starting point would be to mandate that all
work funded by public money — and all research
produced in publicly funded institutions — be
made openly accessible. The draft National Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation Policy 2020 had
recommended steps in this direction; it is time
to implement it.

Another important step is enacting restric-
tions on assignment of copyright to journals. For
instance, France has adopted a specific secondary
publication right for authors, which empowers
authors to share their final accepted author ver-
sion of publications, irrespective of any exclusive
contract they may have signed with publishers.
While allowing authors to publish in any journal
they prefer, such measures can help authors and
institutions address the current imbalance in
bargaining power. It is also important to note that
author-protective measures are not alien for In-
dian copyright law. For example, the Copyright
(Amendment) Act 2012 introduced restrictions
with regard to assignment of copyright and man-
datory royalty sharing, with the primary objective
of protecting lyricists and composers against
economically powerful producers.

The long-term solution is, therefore, to take
inspiration from our own history and achieve a
fair balance between copyright protection
and broader social interests. Only then can we
create a research ecosystem that truly democra-
tises knowledge. m

Scaria is a professor of law at the National
Law School of India University, Bengaluru

4 WORD DROP

MIDWIT

Not to be confused with a dimwit, the new
term ‘midwit’ refers to “someone who is
around average intelligence but is so
opinionated and full of themselves that
they think they are some kind of genius,”
as per Urban Dictionary. They’re not

dumb, but they’re not smart either, but
the latter is unthinkable to them. Think
uncles on WhatsApp groups waxing
eloquent about foreign relations or X
users turning experts based on the news
cycle, as decisive about animal birth
control as they are about tariffs. Al has
only supercharged the rise of the midwit,
giving shallow takes the polish of clever
thought with the help of chatbots. In an
age where decisiveness trumps curiosity,
midwits are having their moment.
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LATTE, CAPPUCCINO, MACCHIATO... THE TENDER TYRANNY OF COFFEE CODES

Tea once ruled with quiet dignity, until frothy upstarts marched in, brandishing
SUNDAY ROAST

- oo,

RESHOM
MAJUMDAR

London:Igrewupsteepedintea. It wasthe
quiet sovereign of our household, a warm
amber poured from bone china teapots into
delicate cups, whispered about in the softest
tones. Aunts passed on the formula, a tea-
spoon of Darjeeling for each cup, and an ex-
trafor the teapot.

Coffee, on the other hand, was a flirtation
glimpsed only in glossy Nescafé adverts, an
allure of wanderlust and bohemian free-
dom far beyond my reach. Bru middle-
classed it. With itsgreenlid, itsheady, earthy
South Indian filter coffee flavour and that
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Mon-de-Green, Dard-e-Jigar, Dil Mein...

Behold the mysterious aural phenomenon of mishearing lyrics and movie dialogues by which misunderstandings start making sense

THE FLYING DUTCHMAN
AN

MICHIEL
BAAS

Travel is Fun,

If You Have the
Stomach For It

Menus reflect limits, not abundance -
but you needn't swallow everything

Ulaanbaatar-Beijing (Trans-Mongolian Ex-
press): It’s common knowledge that cola was
handed down to humankind by the gods them-
selves, a beverage so exquisite it should be had
first thingin the morning. Yet, asI prefer the zero-
sugar variety, this sometimes poses an issue while

travelling.

Recently, while staying at a yurt in Inner Mon-
golia, we were informed that only regular Coca-
Cola was available. One sometimes needs to make
sacrifices. But that does not mean one needs to
embrace all culinary vagaries of the places one

visits.

dark and handsome companion chicory.

Once upon a time, coffee — just a tad more
extravagant than humble tea — was the pre-
serve of special occasions in the bustling
college canteen. Oh, how we’d savour those
moments. On winding train journeys, an
entrepreneurial hawker might glide by,
proffering what he called ‘chaffee’: an alche-
my of tealaced withadash of instant coffee.
It was pure, unadulterated umami, a wick-
edly grown-up thrill.

Glideforward tothe plush, AChavensof In-
dia’s 5-star hotels, where cafeterias were as
much a backdrop to corporate confidences
as to secret glances on clandestine dates and
those awkward encounters orchestrated by
hopeful parents. All overacup of posh coffee.

And then, the landscape changed. Cafés
sprouted like monsoon mushrooms across
the subcontinent, their menus a dizzying
litany: latte, cappuccino, macchiato....
There was no ritual, no time of day too
gauche - coffee became every bit as free-
wheeling and sumptuous as we dared to
imagine.

A recent conversation with my school his-
tory teacher reminded me of Italy and its

X
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sanctified coffee codes. The post-dinner cof-
fee? Of course. A cappuccino? Never. There
exists a stubborn, almost unwritten law in
Italy, where cappuccinos are concerned,
that even Don Corleone would not dare tam-
per with. For this marriage of equal parts
espresso, steamed milk, and foam, named
forthe Capuchinmonks, must take itsright-

FNNY FLORENTNE, MY SLIGHTLY SWEET WITH MILK VALENTINE

\ /

ful place only before11am.

Should you order one after the magic
hour? Youmight as well announce yourself
a tourist extraordinaire, the Italians’ whis-
pered verdictlikeasharpstab inthe Floren-
tine eveningair.

It’s said the milk in cappuccino hinders di-
gestion after a heavy meal, a notion that

quirky laws, chicory allies, five-star swagger, and a rebel streak, rewriting our daily sips with flair

This marriage of equal parts espresso, steamed milk,
and foam must take place only before 11 a.m.

suits the Mediterranean lifestyle, where
meals are lyrical, unhurried, and marked
by languorous time spent by belle donne
and bel rizzi.

‘Prendiamo un caffe,” Italians say, a casual
‘let’s get a coffee’ that feelslike an invitation
toflirt,a Tinder dateto converse-likeadeli-
cate opening line in the warm Italian
breeze. Espresso itself is a small, potent
shot, black as midnight, designed to cut
through languor and invigorate. Doppio,
the double shot, israre.

Thenthere’stheartistry: macchiato,anes-
presso kissed gently with a splash of froth;
corretto, a naughty espresso ‘corrected’
with ameasure of liquor; americano, an es-
presso diluted gracefully with hot water, a
nod to the American palate and drip coffee;
and lungo that’s longer, stronger, a slow
swirl of flavour. Just what you need before
that meeting with the boss.

South Sicily whispers with its spices:
cloves, cinnamon, cocoa —an echo of Arab

influence. Up north in Le Marche, caffe ani-
sette laces espresso with anise, a delicate
twist. Tiramisu, the utterly mellifluous
‘pick meup’ Italian dessert, isalove child of
espresso and mascarpone, swaddledloving-
ly with sponge fingers.

And since 1919, the Bialetti brand of moka
and espresso coffee pots have been as much
a part of Italian identity as Sophia Loren
and Marcello Mastroianni. So integral are
these to Italian culture that Dolce & Gabba-
na have even designed some of them. But
this means drinking your shot in solitude,
missing out on the most promising part of
Italian coffee culture — perhaps the most es-
sential ingredient — the conversation. Cof-
fee in Italy is like the footwork of ballet —
football scores debated, government poli-
cies dissected, laughter ebbing and flowing,
all around a small cup of dark joy.

A caffé macchiato or two in the afternoon
is not merely a drink, it’s a ritual, a shared
story,aquiet rebellion against the ordinary.

FILM FATALE

When I was a little girl, my brother
convinced me that Michael Jackson
was singing: ‘The fire’s in their ass...
Sobeatit.” There’sprobably aPhDthe-
sis somewhere out there about why a
bright kid who had heard the lyrics
correctly at first, believed an older
sibling when he replaced ‘eyes’ with
‘ass’. But I don’t need no thesis to ex-
plain hero worship.

I've discovered a fancier sounding
term though for a related phenom-
enon. While writing an essay on the
1975 Hindi film Sholay, I wanted to
quote a line spoken by the tonga driv-
er Basanti in the film. Rewind to that
scene in which she offers Jai and Vee-
ru a ride, but adds that they’re not
obliged to accept. Chances are that
thisiswhatyou’vesofarheard hersay
(because this is how Hema Malini,
who played Basanti, said it): Arrey,
yeh toh Basanti ka tanga hai, kisi za-

tion to the sentence in its entirety, ‘za-
mindarkibekari’makesnosense. But
every website Ifound citing thatline—
including articles by Hindi journal-
ists—quotesitas ‘zamindar kibekari’.

I tried phoning Javed AKkhtar, co-
writer of Sholay, for a fact check, but
he wasunavailable for days. So,Ireac-
hed out to one of the few contempo-
rary Hindi film stars who speaks Hin-
di brilliantly, the half-Telugu-half-Bi-
hari Swara Bhasker. It’s not ‘zamin-
dar ki bekari’, it’s ‘zamindar Ki
begari’, she clarified. Ah, that makes
sense.

‘Begari’ has its origins in a system
prevalent in parts of pre-Independ-
ence India, where people were com-

pelled to work without pay for the gov-
ernment, or others with clout. This
then is what Basanti actually said:
‘Hey, this is Basanti’s tonga, kisi za-
mindar ki begarithodihai (it’s hardly
forced labour with some landlord) that
you have to do it whether or not you
are willing.’

It’s understandable that Hema, a Ta-
milian raised in Tamil Nadu, mispro-
nounced ‘begari’. What’s amusing is
that Sholay’s director Ramesh Sippy
let it pass, and for 50 years, scores of
Hindi-bhaashis have not questioned
it.

There’s aterm for this phenomenon,
as I learnt from my friend G: monde-
green. It refers to misheard or misin-

When you pay attention to Basanti's whole
sentence, ‘zamindar Ki bekari’ makes no se

nse

—

terpreted words and phrases, usually
in poetry and song. It was coined by a
writer from the US, Sylvia Wright
who, as a child, misheard And laid
himonthegreen’as AndLady Monde-
green’ ina Scottish ballad.

Theories about  mondegreens
abound. Some attribute them to cog-
nitive dissonance, otherstoconfirma-
tion bias. I think they catch on be-
causethepublictruststhatif aphrase
they (mis)heard makes no apparent
sense, the writer musthave intended a
meaningthat eludes us.

Recently, while translating an old
Malayalam song, I also realised the
role of the power of suggestion in
mondegreens. Listening to the origi-
nal singer as I simultaneously read
lyrics with marginal differences on
different websites, Iswearthatineach
instance, my ears heard precisely
what my eyes werereading.

G reminded me of a mondegreen
from our growing-up years. Aap jaisa
koi meri zindagi mein aaye, toh baat
ban jaaye’ (If someone like you comes
into my life, then things will work
out), from the 1980 Hindi film Qurba-
ni, was often sung as ‘...toh baap ban
jaaye’ (then you/he will become a
dad).

My return gift to her was one from
my childhood that I fear might be ex-
clusively mine: ‘If there’s something
strange/ In the neighbourhood/ Who
you gonna call?/ Those bastards.’

/

Africa’'s ¢
‘Correct The
Map’ Campaign

P T

What's this about?

African advocacy groups repre-
senting the continent’s 1.4 billion
people are miffed that the Merca-
tor projection, one of the world’s
most popular maps, misrepre-
sents Africa. On this map, Green-
land and Africa appear roughly
the same size. Butaccording to the
Equal Earthprojection—-amodern
map that follows the Earth’s cur-
vature - the continent could fit
about14 Greenlands withinitsbor-
ders.

Why is the Mercator projection so
wildly distorted?

In the 16th century, Flemish car-
tographer Gerardus Mercator de-

veloped the Mercator projection to
aid European sailors in naviga-
tion. While useful at sea, the map
exaggerated the size of landmass-
es near the poles like Greenland
and North America while making
regions such as Africa and South
Americaappear smaller than they
are. The 2018 Equal Earth projec-
tionshows continents in their true
proportions.

mindar ki bekarithodi hai kimarzina
marzikarnahipadey.’ (Hey, thisisBa-
santi’s tonga, not a landlord’s idle-
ness/unemployment that you have to
do it whether or not you are willing.)
Wait... what?! When you pay atten-

Apologiestofans of Ghostbusters.

PS: Ifinally spoke to Javed-saab be-
foremy essay on Sholay was publish-
ed. He confirmed that the words
written for Basanti were ‘zamindar
Kibegari’'.

While I am okay with snails, deliciously pre-
pared in garlic butter, I have never been able to
wrap my head around brains—fried, sautéed. Hav-
ing been to Japan, I still can’t get myself to swal-
low natto. Its cheese-like tendrils haunt me in the
opposite way I dream of sushi. For years, in Singa-
pore, we lived near a shop overflowing with dur-
ian.Iassociateitssmell with home, butitstastere-
mainsalientome.

Roaming around dramatically lush hills with
merrily frolicking horses in a national park not
too far from Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s straggling
capital, we decided to stop for ice-cream at a stall
down the road. While Mongolia’s sheep produce
half of the world’s cashmere, its horses are not on-
lyridden, but they’re also milked.

Particularly popular is kumis, afermented dairy
product made from mare’s milk. Curd-like, it
tastes somewhere in between goat cheese and
freshly tapped toddy. It took a few seconds to real-
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Should We Swear by
Our Swear Words?

With the ‘ch’ word, our soft power moment has come - now to embrace our gaalis

Iran conflict — ‘We basically have
two countries that have been fight-
ing so long and so hard that they
don’t know what the fuck they’re
doing’ -it was apivotal moment for
public listening and speaking. At
last, the sanctimonious division of
private and public use of cuss
words was temporarily knocked
down. If instead of Trump, say, the
pope had done the honours, the ex-
isting false piety over using swear
words could have been destroyed
once and for all. But WTE baby
steps at a time. ‘Bloody hell” or
‘shit!” didn’t become regular par-
lance inaday:

So, our profanity has reached
global shores. Or so we would like
to think, considering that I doubt
whether the sharp beh******s at
Brookings Institution, or wise ka-

Using swear
words freely is
good for you

T

NO OFFENCE

Morparia

Why has not there been a switch
since we are no longer sailors navi-
gating seas for new lands?

The Mercator projection remains
widely used in schools and on digi-
tal platforms. While Google Maps
replaced it with a 3D globe view on
desktop in 2018 (though users can
still switch back) the mobile app
continues to default to the Merca-
tor projection. In fact, geography
experts have long advised that
Mercator projection is obsolete
and asked people to not use it as a
world map.
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English by the likes of Mick Jag-
ger. Profanities used in rap, hip-
hop and punk music and culture
that have permeated into everyday
English stand testimony to the ap-
peal of ‘genuine-ising’ power of
gaalis.

Apart from the pride we should
take in our cuss words, it’s also
time werealise that our 20th c. pris-
siness over using expletives is as
silly as grown-ups walking around
in school uniform (unless you're
AC/DC guitarist Angus Young on
stage, that is). Using swear words
freely is good for you.

In a 2022 study, “The Power of
Swearing: What We Know and
What We Don’t,” published in the
journal Lingua, social scientists
reveal how ‘the taboo nature of
swearing is key to its power as a
linguistic activity;’ its power being
its ability to produce ‘a range of
distinctive psychological, physio-
logical, and emotional effects’ that

RED HERRING

Hmm.. So what are the advocacy
groups saying?

In April, two advocacy groups
from Africa launched a campaign
urging schools, international or-
ganisations, and media outlets to
adopt the Equal Earth projection.
Distorted maps, they say, shape bi-
ased perceptions of Africa’s place
in the world.
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ise that our ice cream, whose packaging we could
notreadbut whichpromised somethingwith cara-
mel and vanilla, was kumis-flavoured.

Ice-creamiseasy todispose of without offending
anyone. But a plateful of food can be another mat-
ter. At one time, staying at the tiny Tongan island
of Eua, our hosts — two boisterous sisters with
armsthesize of hamsandhandslikedinner plates
—decided tofry chicken for dinner. Just that morn-
ing we had seen a bunch of themrun down the gar-
den chased by atiny dog.

We still talk about that dog named Popo and the
crunchingsound of itstiny teeth asit wolfed down

fou TORN-No,NO
oT T ORN-T&S!

The Hindi swear word that starts
with ‘ch’ and isn’t ‘chini’, ‘Chana-
kya’ or ‘chana masala’ has, we are
told by South Asian South Asia-
watchers, entered the global lexi-
con. In a conversation on YouTube
with British journalist Moeed Pir-
zada last week, Georgetown Uni-
versity political scientist Christine
Fair dropped the ‘ch’ bomb while
talking about the Trump regime.
With far less rancour and energy
than I've seen news anchors bear,
Fair said, ‘The optimist in me

2
3
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menu is often more defined by limitations and re- I know asterisks are J longer need to hotel guest (8)
strictions than by an abundance of choice. Un- the usual figleaf that ~h sound dumb per se %‘11 %endtout ﬁurots with German (4)
aware of how seriously Ethiopians take the fast- covers swear words. cantain! Thisisa — they have been L?Sgrég& ('n”ot"tWQ nq?géle) (4)
ing season, we not only found that no meat was In most respectable 2 found to usually 18 15 Wild scrub got bigger outside
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tegral bits and bobs
of the scandalous
word. But using aste-

more  ‘genuine’,
' lessguileful. ‘When
you’re honestly ex-

onyour plate.
For some reason, we always struggled to find
fresh eggs in the supermarket in French Polyne-

sia. But no matter how remote the island, there risks as nipple pas- | pressing your emo- - show (6)

was always champagne and foie gras available. ties/covers actually BILLIONS OF BLISTERINGB.... tions with powerful 24 Bush senior (5) )
‘Which variety are you looking for?’ a Polynesian end up heightening the word’s ta- words, then you're 26 wllg%glgftlfgslrtge(g)rt of politburo
shop attendant once asked. She said she had three boo quotient. miney like Jeffrey Sachs (relax, goingtocome acrossasmore hon- 30 27 Avoid hotel when star’s runing

Of course, when a White lady in
America usesthe ‘ch’ word -litera-
1ly the equivalent of the English ‘¢’
word that isnot ‘cancer’, ‘cunnilin-
gus’ or ‘cat power’, but bearing the

‘kaminey’ is kosher at least since
the 2009 Vishal Bhardwaj film)
won’t be peppering their speeches
or writings with the choicest
words from our neck of the woods

est,” says Timothy Jay, professor
emeritus of psychology, Massa-
chusetts College of Liberal Arts. F,
yes!

So, with the ‘ch’ word gaining

types, but could look for more in the back. about (4)

Writing this on a train from Ulaanbaatar to Beij-
ing aboard the infamous Trans-Mongolian Ex-
press, this brings me to today’s lunch and dinner

and tomorrow’s breakfast, it being a 30-hr-long
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23 Like-minded women distributing
Tories' dosh (10)
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appropriate to enhance one’sswag liberating.
—like the proliferation of Mumbai

bhai language by young upper

vocabulary.
When Trump dropped the F
bomb in June during the Israel-

thisisany indication of what’sbeingservedinthe
restaurant, we may need to dust off our best ‘ni
hao’ and start making some new friends.
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Ancient humans evolved to walk on two legs in two steps

The Hindu Bureau

Walking on two legs is the
single most distinctive trait
that separates humans
from other primates. For
more than a century, scien-
tists have known that bipe-
dalism set our ancestors on
a unique evolutionary
path. Yet the developmen-
tal origins have been a
mystery.

Traditional  explana-
tions that focused on fossil
anatomy and biomechan-

ics couldn’t reveal the mo-
lecular and developmental
processes at work. Moreov-
er, unlike other skeletal
features, the ilium, which
is the broad upper bone of
the pelvis, shows no ob-
vious counterparts in pri-
mates that could have re-
vealed signs of change.
Researchers sought to
uncover the hidden steps
in embryonic development
that shaped the pelvis into
its human form. Their find-
ings were published in Na-

ture on August 28.

The team examined hu-
man embryonic pelvises
across critical weeks of de-
velopment, using histology
to map cartilage zones and
micro-CT scanning to track
bone formation. They
compared these with em-
bryos of mice and of chim-
panzees and gibbons held
in museum collections. At
the molecular level, they
used single-cell multi-om-
ics and spatial transcrip-
tomics to catalogue which

genes and pathways were
active in different cell
types.

The study uncovered
two major innovations.
First, instead of elongating
vertically as in apes and
mice, the growth plate of
the iliac cartilage expand-
ed horizontally, rendering
the pelvis wider and shor-
ter. Second, the onset of
bone formation in humans
began later, at the poste-
rior edge of the ilium, and
spread outward along the

surface rather than inward
through the cartilage.

This unusual timing and
placement allowed the pel-
vis to keep expanding in
width before hardening in-
to bone. These shifts were
tied to a network of deve-
lopmental regulators,
shaped in turn by changes
in human DNA.

The findings suggest bi-
pedalism arose via a two-
step reprogramming of
pelvic development: by re-
directing cartilage growth

and delaying bone forma-
tion, human embryos
gained a pelvis capable of
supporting upright walk-
ing and accommodating
childbirth. Understanding
these pathways may illumi-
nate the origins of pelvic
malformation. In evolu-
tionary terms, the authors
have said this work may al-
so clarify why fossil homi-
nins like Australopithecus
already had short, wide
pelves millions of years
ago.

Microbes that digest plastic
may fuel antibiotic resistance

An IISER Kolkata study has raised the possibility that those microbes capable of breaking down plastics are reservoirs of

antibiotic resistance genes; plastic particles may serve as hotbeds where genes accumulate, spread between microbes

Madhurima Pattanayak

lastic is cheap,

versatile, and

used  almost

everywhere,
from packaging and tex-
tiles to medical supplies.
But unlike natural mate-
rials, plastic doesn’t simply
decay; instead, it breaks
down into smaller frag-
ments called microplastics
(<5 mm) and nanoplastics
(<1 pm).

These particles persist
for decades or longer, ac-
cumulate in water bodies,
and attract other pollu-
tants like heavy metals, an-
tibiotics, and toxic chemi-
cals. They provide sticky
surfaces where bacteria
thrive, and recent research
shows such surfaces can
even host microbes carry-
ing antibiotic resistance
genes (ARGs). This raises
fears that plastic waste
may not only choke ecosys-
tems but also help spread
antimicrobial resistance
(AMR).

Biodegradation offers a
potential way forward.
Some microbes produce
enzymes capable of disin-
tegrating the strong chemi-
cal bonds in plastic polym-
ers. A famous example is
PETase, discovered in Ideo-
nella sakaiensis, which can
degrade polyethylene te-
rephthalate (PET), a com-
mon plastic used in bot-
tles. Yet despite such
exciting discoveries, natu-
ral microbial communities
with this ability remain
poorly understood, espe-
cially in environments
where plastic pollution is
constant and intense.

The Sundarbans,
stretching across India and
Bangladesh, is the world’s
largest mangrove forest
and receives around three
billion microplastic parti-

Dangerous treasure

The Sundarbans’ floating bacterial community has both the genetic tools to degrade plastics and

to resist antibiotics

m The Sundarbans’
floating bacterial
community
contains hundreds
of genes to degrade
many plastic
polymers

= Metagenomic
sequencing
revealed 838
plastic-degrading
enzyme hits, with
polyethylene
glycol degradation
genes being most
abundant

m Plastic-degrading
enzyme abundance
peaked during the
monsoon, reflecting
influx of nutrients,
microbes,
microplastics from
rivers

cles every day through the
rivers that feed into the Bay
of Bengal. With such heavy
exposure, microbes in this
ecosystem may have
evolved new ways to han-
dle plastic waste. At the
same time, because micro-
plastics can carry antibiot-
ics and metals, the same
microbes may also acquire
resistance traits.

This two-faced possibili-
ty — plastic breakdown
plus resistance — is at the
heart of new work by
scientists at the Indian In-
stitute of Science Educa-
tion and Research (IISER),
Kolkata. Published in
FEMS Microbiology Letters,
it shows that the floating
bacterial community in the
Sundarbans possesses the
genetic tools to degrade
plastics and that these
tools are also linked with
genes for AMR and metal
resistance.

The scientists collected
one litre of surface water

The Sundarbans’ microbial community ha
flood of plastic waste. ISTOCK PHOTO

= Microbes

carrying plastic-
degrading genes
also frequently
possessed antibiotic
resistance and metal
resistance traits

showed strong

resistance genes

each month for nearly a
year (2020-21) from a site
in the Mooriganga estuary,
a branch of the Sundar-
bans. The water samples
were filtered to capture mi-
crobial cells, and the DNA
from these microbes was
extracted. Using a tech-
nique called metagenomic
sequencing, the research-
ers read the genetic mate-
rial of the entire microbial
community.

Then they compared
the DNA sequences to spe-
cialised databases. Plas-
ticDB was used to identify
plastic-degrading enzyme
(PDE) genes, while other
resources helped detect
ARGs, metal resistance
genes (MRGs), and mobile
genetic elements — pieces
of DNA that allow genes to
move between microbes.

The analysis revealed an
impressive 838 hits for
plastic-degrading en-
zymes, representing the
ability to act on 17 different

= Network analysis

associations between
plastic-degrading
enzymes, antibiotic
resistance genes, metal

.

s aleady adapted to deal with a

= While offering
natural solutions for
plastic breakdown, the
microbes risk amplify-
ing antimicrobial resis-
tance and threatening
public health

plastic polymers. Most hits
(73%) targeted synthetic
plastics, while the rest tar-
geted natural polymers like
polyhydroxyalkanoates.

The single most abundant
set of enzymes was those
breaking down PEG, sug-
gesting a strong contami-
nation input from biomed-
ical and industrial sources.

The PDEs were more
abundant during the mon-
soon. “HpB reflects the oc-
currence of PDEs and
ARGs per season,” IISER
Kolkata biologist and study
coauthor Punyasloke Bha-
dury said this is because
“freshwater flow from in-
land to the coast during
monsoon brings in nu-
trients, bacteria, and other
materials including
microplastics.”

Crucially, however, the
study found that microbes
carrying PDEs also often
carried resistance genes.
Genes for zinc resistance
and for resistance to ami-

noglycoside  antibiotics
were particularly common
among plastic degraders. A
co-occurrence  network
analysis revealed strong as-
sociations between PDEs,
ARGs, and MRGs, hinting
that the same selective
pressures — plastic addi-
tives, metals, and pollu-
tants — are shaping micro-
bial adaptation.

On one hand, the dis-
covery of such a diverse
and abundant set of plas-
tic-degrading enzymes is
promising. It shows the
Sundarbans’  microbial
community has already
adapted to deal with the
flood of plastic waste, po-
tentially offering natural
solutions to one of the
world’s most pressing envi-
ronmental challenges.

On the other hand, the
very microbes capable of
breaking down plastics are
also reservoirs of antibiotic
and metal resistance
genes. If such microbes
were deliberately released
or enriched in natural set-
tings, they may contribute
to the spread of resistance
traits, undermining efforts
to control AMR. In fact,
plastics themselves may
serve as hotbeds where re-
sistance genes accumulate
and spread between mi-
crobes through horizontal
gene transfer. This makes
the application of plastic-
degrading microbes more
complicated than it first
appears.

“Changing climate can
potentially accelerate the
transfer of ARGs among
bacteria, which may ulti-
mately end up in humans,”
Mr. Bhadury said. “This
could have consequences
for One Health and public
health in general.”
Madhurima Pattanayak is a
freelance science writer and
journalist

Land-use change reduced flows in China’s river stations

Jacob P. Koshy

A range of natural and hu-
man-induced factors have
caused declines in the
flows of at least 70% of
hydrological stations in
China, the most compre-
hensive analysis of this
kind attempted in the
country has found.

Changes in land-use and
vegetation cover (LUCC)
were the most important
cause of such declines, fol-
lowed by climate change-
induced variability (CCV),
and water abstraction, di-
version, and regulation
(WADR). There are 1,046
such stations distributed
across the major main-
streams and tributaries of
the nearly 1,500 rivers in
China.

Scientists at China’s In-
stitute of Geographic
Sciences and Natural Re-
sources Research, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beij-
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ing, analysed data from all
of these stations over 1956-
2016, segregated the fac-
tors that influenced these
flows, and assessed their
relative contributions. The
study was published in
Science Advances on Au-
gust 6.

For their analysis, the
researchers grouped the
factors influencing stream-
flow into three major driv-

ers: CCV, LUCC, and
WADR.
Recent studies, the

authors said, highlight cli-
mate change’s dominance
in  altering historical
streamflow, whereas oth-
ers underscore the role of
natural variability in short-
term variations and the
strong effects of vegetation
greening and human water
withdrawals on streamflow
reductions. The research-
ers said both factors contri-
buted “almost equally” to
changes in streamflow,

The Jinshajiang River ravine in Yunnan province in China,
November 2018. ROD WADDINGTON (CC BY-SA)

although natural climate
variability had “a slightly
stronger contribution”.
The scientists computed
changes in water flow at
the 1,046 stations with the
year 1986 as a fulcrum year
of comparison. Around
750 stations reported a de-
clining trend, while the re-
mainder reported an in-
creasing trend. For these
756 stations, CCV en-
hanced the decrease at
53% and dampened it at

358 stations (47%), suggest-
ing a counterbalancing ef-
fect. For the 290 stations
with increasing flow, CCV
enhanced the increase at
92% of stations and dam-
pened it at 8%, suggesting
climate change had a grea-
ter propensity to increase
flows when the average
flow was increasing.
“China’s future water se-
curity would be deter-
mined by the extent to
which ACC increases in the

coming decades,” the auth-
ors wrote. “We encourage
greater cooperation bet-
ween climate and hydrolo-
gy sciences to improve the
accuracy of mid- and long-
term national streamflow
projections.”

“The streamflow de-
clines across more than
70% of measured stations
may pose a threat to eco-
systems, environments, so-
cioeconomics, and agricul-
ture. In dry regions of
northern China, such de-
clines, if maintained, could
lead to water crises in the
foreseeable future,” the
authors added.

Lower streamflow was
broadly seen in central and
northern China, with 593
stations decreasing by up
to 40% and 163 stations de-
creasing by more than
40%. A total of 433 stations
displayed significant de-
creasing trends, including
273 stations with reduc-

tions up to 40% and 160
stations with decreases ex-
ceeding 40%. Increases in
streamflow were also re-
ported from the lower
reaches of the Yangtze
River.

While the analysis was
specific to China, it mirrors
tropical hydrological situa-
tions like those in India.
The Central Water Com-
mission has 901 hydro-me-
teorological stations across
all the major river basins.

The Ministry of Water
Resources had said in
March that the annual av-
erage flow data maintained
by the CWC, for the last 20
years for major/important
rivers, “did not indicate
any significant decline in
water availability.” Howev-
er, the per capita annual
water availability has pro-
gressively dropped due to
increasing population, ur-
banisation, and better lifes-
tyles of residents, it added.

SNAPSHOTS
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Genes that made horses

rideable found

By analysing DNA from ancient horse remains,
researchers have found that an important shift
occurred at the GSDMC gene from around 4,200
years ago. Variants of this gene affect body shape,
spinal structure, motor coordination, and
strength, likely producing faster, stronger horses
suited for riding. Experiments in mice confirmed
that changes at GSDMC alter spine anatomy and
movement ability. The resulting horses
transformed human societies by enabling faster
travel and mounted warfare.

(L ]

Hardy braille device displays

multiple lines

Existing braille devices are often expensive,
fragile, and limited to one line of text. A new
device uses rubber membranes that flip inside
out when powered by small bursts of
combustion. The researchers built a grid of these
eversible actuators and found each dot rose in
less than 1 ms to form clear braille characters.
The device is water-resistant and can withstand
strong finger pressure, making it suitable for use
in real-world settings like kitchens and bus stops.

=4

Orangutans feast on fruits

to prep for famine

Researchers tracked wild orangutans’ diets in
Borneo’s forests over many years and tested their
urine samples. When fruit and energy-rich foods
are scarce, the orangutans shifted to burning
stored body fat to supply their brains with
glucose. In times of plenty, they rebuilt these
reserves. This protein prioritisation strategy plus
metabolic flexibility helped them cope with
famine. The findings suggest humans’ constant
access to energy-dense, protein-poor foods may
help explain the surge in metabolic diseases.

Question Corner

When gravity wins

Why doesn’t water fall in
one go from a cloud?

A cloud is not a big pool of
liquid water but consists of
minuscule droplets (-10
microns each) and
sometimes ice crystals.
These particles are so
small and light that they
are suspended by rising air
currents and turbulence in
the atmosphere.

Each droplet is subject to
gravity, but because it’s so
small, air resistance almost
perfectly balances its
weight. The falling speed
of a 10-micron droplet is
only around 1 cm/s, so it
would take hours to fall
through 1 km of air.
Updrafts in clouds are
often stronger than this.
As droplets coalesce into

larger drops or as ice
crystals grow and melt,
their mass increases much
faster than air drag. A
2-mm-wide raindrop can
fall at around 7 m/s, which
is faster than updrafts.
Once droplets reach that
size, gravity wins and the
droplets fall as rain.

A bucket of water is a
continuous body. Surface
tension holds all the
molecules together, so if
you overturn it, the water
pours out in a sheet. A
cloud has no such
cohesion: it’s just a diffuse
suspension of independent
droplets scattered through
kilometres of air.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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Is the Gangotri
glacier losing
snow earlier
than usual?

How is climate change altering the
water cycle in the Gangotri Glacier
System which feeds the Bhagirathi river?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
recent study has reconstructed the
A long-term discharge flow of the Gangotri
Glacier System (GGS), the source of the
upper Ganga basin which contributes to the
waters of the Bhagirathi river in the central
Himalayas. In the wake of climate change,

glaciologists the world over have been studying
the impact of glacier melt.

Why is the GGS significant?

The snow and ice reserves of the Hindu Kush
Himalaya (HKH) are critical sources of water to
sustain major rivers like the Indus, Ganga, and
Brahmaputra. Significant climatic changes,
however, have been observed in recent decades in
the region, altering the cryosphere and the
hydrological cycle. This has meant a change in the
dynamics of glacier-fed hydrological systems,
accelerating glacial retreat and shifting seasonal
discharge patterns. Modelling studies, or
theoretical assessments of these changes, are a
popular approach to assess these changes. Given
their size, however, assessing river flow and
delineating the contribution of snow melt and
precipitation is challenging. It is easier to estimate
this in relatively smaller systems such as the GGS
and this is why it is a popular choice among
hydrologists and climate scientists. The current
study, ‘Hydrological Contributions of Snow and
Glacier Melt from the Gangotri Glacier System and
Their Climatic Controls Since 1980’, led by
researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology,
Indore, the Universities of Utah and Dayton in the
U.S. and the Kathmandu-based International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development,
attempts to fill the gap. The study appears in the
Journal of the Indian Society of Remote Sensing.

What did the study find?

The study reconstructed the long-term discharge
trend of the GGS by combing a high-resolution
glacio-hydrological model, called Spatial
Processes in Hydrology (SPHY). This simulates
terrestrial water balance processes, such as
rainfall-runoff, evapotranspiration, and
cryospheric processes. This is combined with the
Indian Monsoon Data Assimilation and Analysis
(IMDAA) dataset spanning 1980-2020. Their
analysis finds that maximum GGS discharge

occurs during the
Analysis shows a shift fnlzli?ﬁn;epfel?a]l?irfjﬁiy
in the discharge peak at 129 cubic metre

from August tg July per second. The
pOSt'1990, attl'lbuted to mean annual GGS

decreased winter discharge was
precipitation and estimated as 28+1.9
enhanced melting in m3 /s, with the -
early summer major contribution
from snow melt
(64%), followed by

glacier melt (21%), rainfall-runoff (11%) and base
flow (4%) over 1980-2020. A decadal discharge
analysis, their study found, showed a shift in the
discharge peak from August to July post-1990,
which they attributed to decreased winter
precipitation and enhanced melting in early
summer.

The mean, decadal GGS discharge showed the
highest volumetric increase of 7.8% from
1991-2000 to 2001-2010. While the mean annual
temperature increased, no significant trend was
observed in mean annual precipitation or glacier
melt. Despite the warming, snow melt declined,
mainly due to a decreasing trend in mean snow
cover area, whereas rainfall-runoff and base flow
increased over GGS during 1980-2020. Statistical
analysis revealed that the mean annual discharge
of GGS is mainly controlled by summer
precipitation, followed by winter temperature.

Which glaciers make up the GGS?

The study area of the GGS comprises the glaciers
Meru (7 km?), Raktavaran (30 km?), Chaturangi (75
km?) and the largest glacier Gangotri (140 km?).
The GGS covers an area of 549 square km (km?)
spanning an elevation range between 3,767
metres and 7,072 metres. About 48% of the GGS is
glacierised. The GGS receives precipitation from
the western disturbances during winter (October
to April) and from the Indian summer monsoon
during summer (May to September). The average
seasonal rainfall (May to October) is around 260
mm, with an average mean temperature of 9.4°C
for the period 2000-2003.

What are the implications of the findings?
Rainfall run-off and base flow have exhibited
increasing trends on GGS, suggesting
warming-induced hydrological changes. This year
the summer monsoon has been particularly
intense in north India with nearly 25% more rain
than usual from June to August. There have been
several instances of intense floods in Uttarakhand,
Jammu and Himachal Pradesh often prompting
State authorities to label them - without a
scientific basis - as ‘cloudburst,’ despite the lack of
appropriate instruments or satellite imagery to
justify this. A cloudburst is when over 10 cm of
rainfall is reported in an hour over an area less
than 30 square km.
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What is top court’s order on social media?

What does the Supreme Court’s push to regulate content mean for free speech? Who will frame

the guidelines so that freedom of speech and expression are not abused? What does the

Constitution lay down? On what grounds are free speech restricted?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:

n August 25, 2025, the Supreme
Court urged the Union government
to frame guidelines for regulating
social media, observing that
influencers often commercialise free speech in
ways that can offend the sentiments of
vulnerable groups. A Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi directed that the
regulations be prepared in consultation with the
National Broadcasters and Digital Association
(NBDA). The directive comes at a time when
nearly 491 million Indians are active on social
media, highlighting the challenges of
safeguarding free expression while
simultaneously protecting individual dignity.

What were the directions?

The court’s order stemmed from an intervention
application filed by a non-profit supporting
individuals affected by Spinal Muscular Atrophy
(SMA), a rare and debilitating genetic disorder.
The organisation alleged that stand-up
comedians Samay Raina, Vipul Goyal, Balraj
Paramjeet Singh Ghai, Sonali Thakkar, and
Nishant Jagdish Tanwar had “abused the
freedom of speech and expression” by making
derogatory comments about individuals
suffering from SMA. During the proceedings, the
Bench emphasised that the right to free speech
does not encompass speech made purely for
“commercial purposes”. “When you are
commercialising free speech, you should also
bear in mind not to hurt the sentiments of
certain sections of society,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

‘Any
additional
regulation
must be
drafted with
care so as
not to
impinge on
free speech’

Under scrutiny: Guidelines should address the evolving challenges posed by
modern modes of communication, says SC. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Attorney-General R. Venkataramani,
appearing for the Union government, assured
the court that the Centre would frame guidelines
in consultation with stakeholders to ensure “the
rights of all parties concerned are adequately
protected without impinging upon individual
dignity, honour, and respect.” The Bench
further clarified that such guidelines should not
serve merely as a “reaction to any particular
incident” but should be designed to address the
evolving challenges posed by technology and
modern modes of communication. The court
also ordered the comedians to issue public
apologies on their YouTube channels and other
social media platforms.

When can limits be imposed on free speech?
The Constitution permits restrictions on free
speech only on eight narrowly defined grounds
under Article 19(2) — the sovereignty and
integrity of India, the security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign states, public
order, decency or morality, contempt of court,
defamation, and incitement to offences. “There
are already laws in place to regulate expression
on these grounds. However, the Supreme Court
has consistently held that the state cannot
impose restrictions beyond these
constitutionally prescribed limits,” Jay Vinayak
Ojha, research fellow at the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy, told The Hindu.

In 2015, in the case of Shreya Singhal v. Union
of India, the Supreme Court struck down
Section 66A of the Information Technology (IT)
Act, 2000, holding that vague grounds such as
“annoyance,” “insult,” or “hatred” cannot justify
the criminalisation of speech. The ruling
affirmed that speech which “offends, shocks, or
disturbs” remains constitutionally protected,
and that restrictions on free speech must satisfy
the test of reasonableness under Article 19(2).
The principle was reiterated in Kaushal Kishore
v. State of Uttar Pradesh (2023), where a
Constitution Bench held that the grounds
enumerated in Article 19(2) are exhaustive and
cannot be expanded, however well-intentioned
the attempt. The judges underscored that “no
one can either be taxed or penalised for holding
an opinion which is not in conformity with the
constitutional values”.

Similarly, in March 2025, the Supreme Court
quashed a criminal case registered by the
Gujarat Police, accusing Congress MP Imran
Pratapgadhi of inciting discord through a poem.
A Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
observed that speech may well discomfort even
members of the judiciary, but it remains the
court’s “duty to uphold” and “zealously protect”
the fundamental freedom to free speech

guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a).

Is commercial speech protected?
The Supreme Court’s jurisprudence on the
protection accorded to commercial speech has
evolved significantly over time. In Hamdard
Dawakhana v. Union of India (1959), advertisers
challenged the constitutionality of the Drugs and
Magic Remedies Act, 1954, which sought to curb
misleading advertisements promoting products
with supposed “magical” medical remedies.
While the court acknowledged that advertising is
“no doubt a form of speech,” it emphasised that
once a commercial advertisement contains an
element of trade or commerce, “it no longer falls
within the concept of free speech for the object
is not propagation of ideas — social, political or
furtherance of literature or human thought.”
However, this approach was revisited in Tata
Press v. Mahanagar Telephone-Nigam Limited
(1995), where the court held that commercial
speech should not be denied constitutional
protection merely because business entities
issue it. The ruling recognised that commercial
advertisements serve the public interest, as they
disseminate information in “a democratic
economy” and may be of “much more
importance to the general public than to the
advertiser.” Similarly, in A. Suresh v. State of
Tamil Nadu (1997), the court observed that
“where the freedom of speech gets intertwined
with business, it undergoes a fundamental
change and its exercise has to be balanced
against societal interests.” Such interpretations
led the court to distinguish between two
categories of commercial expression — one that
advances public interest by facilitating the free
flow of information, and another that serves
only private commercial interests.

What are the implications?
According to Mr. Ojha, digital media is already
governed by a robust statutory framework.
“Social media companies are bound by the IT
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, under the IT Act,
2000, which require them to prevent their
platforms from being used to disseminate
obscene, pornographic, or otherwise harmful
content. Social media influencers, too, are not
beyond the reach of ordinary criminal law and
may be held accountable for what they say
online,” he said. He cautioned that any
additional regulation would have to be drafted
with great care so as not to impinge upon the
fundamental right to freedom of expression.
Experts told The Hindu that the Supreme
Court’s polyvocal character, shaped by judges’
differing approaches, results in inconsistencies
in its free speech jurisprudence. Constitutional
law scholar Gautam Bhatia has argued that this
polyvocality produces a “patchwork
jurisprudence” leaving domains such as free
speech dependent on discretion of judges, who
may at times disregard established precedents.

How did Kerala pull off digital literacy feat?

Who were the volunteers? Who were trained? What do the numbers tell? Which panchayat was

declared the State’s first fully digitally literate panchayat? What is the plan going forward? Why is

the State focusing on smartphones instead of computer literacy?

S.R. Praveen

The story so far:
n August 21, Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan declared Kerala as
the first fully digitally literate State in
India, marking the completion of the
first phase of the ‘Digi Kerala’ digital literacy
programme, a grass-root level intervention
across all local self-government bodies with an
aim to bridge the digital divide. According to the
Local Self Government Department, a total of
21.87 lakh people who were identified as
“digitally illiterate” in a ground-level survey had
successfully completed the training programme
as well as cleared the evaluation.

What did they learn to do?

The trainees, who were not previously
acquainted with digital devices, were taught to
make voice calls as well as video calls using
smartphones, to use WhatsApp and other social
media platforms. Those who were not too old
were also taught to access government services
and to carry out digital transactions.

What led Kerala to take up the programme?
This is a classic case of bottom up, rather than

D e g L

the Digi Kerala project. R.K. NITHIN

Hands-on lessons: Training programme at a MGNREGS worksite as part of

In the next
phase, there
will be
awareness
classes on
cyberfraud
and lessons
to identify
and reject
fake news

top down, flow of government programme
ideas. The idea originated from the Pullampara
panchayat in Thiruvananthapuram in 2021,
when some government officials native to
Pullampara noticed long queues regularly in
front of one of the few banks in the panchayat.
Quite a few of those in the queue were
daily-wage or MGNREGS labourers who had
travelled from the interiors just to check their
account balance. The travails of those who had
to sacrifice their daily wages for even checking
their account balance made the government and
panchayat officials think about teaching them to
use the basic digital technology required in daily
life.

The panchayat launched the ‘Digi Pullampara’
project, under which a survey was carried out
across all wards to identify those who are
digitally illiterate. Out of 3,917 people thus
identified, training was provided to 3,300 as the
rest were bedridden. The core team designed 15
activities in three modules for training.

Students from the National Service Scheme
(NSS) units of engineering colleges and schools
in the region signed up as volunteers to teach,
along with Kudumbashree volunteers, SC/ST
promoters, and library council members.
MGNREGS worksites and Kudumbashree
neighbourhood groups where people come
together in considerable numbers became
classrooms. Training was also done by
volunteers visiting households. After the
training, a different set of volunteers conducted
an evaluation of each trainee, with the
requirement that they had to complete at least
six of the 15 tasks to pass. In Pullampara, 96.18%
of the trainees cleared the evaluation. Retraining
was provided for those who failed. At an event in
September 2022, in which the Chief Minister
declared Pullampara as Kerala’s first fully
digitally literate panchayat, it was also
announced that the programme will be
expanded State-wide.

How did the government scale up the
Pullampara model across the State?

The government brought the core team from
Pullampara to the Kerala Institute of Local
Administration to train a group of master

trainers, who later trained 2.57 lakh volunteers
from across the State. The surveying and
training process was thus scaled up without
major tweaks and was implemented in a manner
similar to the Total Literacy campaign of the late
1980s. In the survey, 1.51 crore people from
83.45 lakh households participated, out of which
21.88 lakh were identified as digitally illiterate. At
the State level, the third-party evaluation was
carried out by the Economics and Statistics
Department, in which 21.87 lakh people passed.
In panchayats where over 10% trainees failed the
evaluation, re-training was conducted. To
questions on whether the State-wide survey has
truly covered everyone, the officials argue that
local level Kudumbashree workers who
accompany the volunteers for the survey helped
them avoid the houses in which the residents
are already digitally savvy.

As per the National Digital Literacy Mission
guidelines for digital literacy, training needs to
be provided only for those up to 60 years of age.
But the Digi Kerala programme includes people
of all ages, even those above the age of 100. As
many as 15,221 of the trainees were above the
age of 90, while 7.77 lakh people were between
the ages of 60 and 75 and 1.35 lakh between the
ages of 76 and 90. Over 13 lakh women, eight
lakh men and 1,644 transgender persons
completed the programme successfully, as per
the data.

What is the road ahead for the Digi Kerala
project?

At the Digi Kerala declaration, the Chief Minister
also announced the Digi Kerala 2.0 project,
under which awareness classes on cyber fraud,
lessons to identify and reject fake news and
intensive training to access government services
will be held. At the national level, digital literacy
is focused on computer literacy, but the
Pullampara panchayat as well as the State
government shifted the focus to the use of
smartphones to navigate daily life. The State
government sees it as part of a larger project,
which also involves its Kerala Fibre Optic
Network (KFON) project aimed at ensuring
universal Internet access and narrowing the
digital divide by providing Internet free of cost
to below the poverty line (BPL) families (14,000
BPL families have been connected till now, in
addition to 74,203 commercial home
connections) and the K-SMART project to make
available all services of local self-government
bodies digitally over a uniform platform.
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PROFILES
Peter Navarro
The Czar of Trump’s tariff wars, whose attacks on India have subjected bilateral ties with the U.S. to an unprecedented stress test, is a die-hard
loyalist of the Republican President and his MAGA politics
ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH
Varghese K. George earned him the charge of contempt of manufacturing sounded more THE GIST
Congress and a jail term of four reasonable against the backdrop of the |

n July 17, 2024, Peter Kent
Navarro walked out of a
federal prison in Miami,
and a few hours later,
emerged on the stage of the
Republican National Convention (RNC)
in Milwaukee in Wisconsin. “I went to
prison so that you do not have to,” he
told the believers of the MAGA [Make
America Great Again] flag who were
moved to tears by the end of his
12-minute speech.

“Fight, fight, fight,” they chanted as
he warned them of the dangers posed
in the event of a defeat of Donald J.
Trump, who was running for a second
term in the White House.

Mr. Trump would return to the
White House, and so would Mr.
Navarro. As the Senior Counsellor for
Trade and Manufacturing for the
President, Mr. Navarro has the ear of
arguably the most powerful man on
the planet. If Stephen Miller as Deputy
Chief of Staff at the White House is the
key mover of all immigration and
deportation decisions of the Trump
administration, Mr. Navarro guides the
course of its trade and economic
policies. As it happens, he is paying
too much attention to India and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and in the
process, is subjecting India-U.S.
bilateral ties to an unprecedented
stress test.

Mr. Navarro’s second coming, as is
that of his boss, is stronger than their
respective first terms. In the first
Trump administration, Mr. Navarro
had worked as director of the White
House National Trade Council, and
later the Office of Trade and
Manufacturing Policy. When other
experts in the room warned of the
dangers of a trade war, Mr. Trump
would reportedly wonder, “Where is
Peter.”

Mr. Navarro would offer an opinion
that the President and his MAGA
crowd would love to hear. That loyalty
would extend to a willingness to go to
jail in the service of the boss and the
cause. When the Democrat-controlled
Congress subpoenaed him for
documents and a testimony regarding
the January 6, 2021 violence in Capitol
Hill, Mr. Navarro ignored it. That

months.

“We need to be in control of all
three branches of the government —
the legislature, the executive and the
judiciary,” Mr. Navarro explained at the
RNC Convention. A few days later, he
cited Apostle Matthew to explain his
incarceration: “Blessed are those who
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
But heaven could wait, he said, as
there were earthly things to sort out.

Apocalypse had already come, Mr.
Navarro believed, with the entry of
China into the WTO, and Mr. Trump
was the saviour long needed. His near
total focus in the years ahead of Mr.
Trump’s MAGA movement was the
alleged destruction of America being
caused by China trade. He is the
author of 16 books. In Death by China:
Confronting the Dragon - A Global Call
to Action, he blamed China for most of
what was problematic in the U.S.
Though his arguments about trade and
deficit have been contested by most
mainstream economists, Mr. Navarro
made sense for the distressed people
who were struggling to understand
their situation, and make a political
choice.

Views on trade deficit

The core of his trade policy views
hinges on a questionable assumption
that all trade deficits are inherently
and always bad for the country, and a
trade deficit with another country is
the outcome of trade barriers put up
by the partner.

His detractors have wondered how
this could be true as American deficits
grew when global barriers came down
in recent decades. Mr. Navarro also
works on the assumption that services
exports are inferior and inadequate in
comparison with goods exports for
America. Too few economists agreed
with him, and hence he invented an
economist — Ron Vora —who appears
in five of his books, supporting his
arguments. Mr. Navarro later claimed
it was merely a writing device.

Mr. Navarro is a late convert into the
MAGA tent. From 1994 to 2016, he was
a Democrat, globalist, pro-trade,
pro-choice and critical of the religious

right. Born on July 15, 1949, in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, he did a
PhD in economics from Harvard
University, and went on to become a
professor emeritus at the Paul Merage
School of Business, University of
California, Irvine. Early in his career,
he served as a Peace Corps volunteer
in Thailand from 1973 to 1976. In San
Diego, he ran for public office five
times, and failed all five.

“The biggest losers in the
protectionist game are consumers,” he
declared in a book in 1984, making a
case of open trade. He interacted with
the Clinton and Obama

administrations as an adviser in an
informal capacity, and as a speaker at
the Democratic National Convention in
1996 — he was a Congressional
candidate that year — pledged his
loyalty to President Bill Clinton and
vowed to support Medicare, social
security and pro-choice policies.
Though mainstream economists are
disapproving of his theories about the
economy and trade, the Joe Biden
administration also bought into his
anti-China talking points, an indicator
of the salience of these arguments in
U.S. politics. Also, the clamour for
reshoring and friendshoring of

COVID pandemic.

Mr. Navarro conjures up a glorious
past of the American economy and
attributes it to the country’s goods
manufacturing sectors, which
apparently existed in the golden old
days. If Mr. Miller’s arguments and
policy centre around cultural,
demographic challenges before the
U.S., Mr. Navarro articulates the
economic worldview of the MAGA
nation in the U.S.

In recent days, Mr. Navarro’s ire is
directed at an unlikely target: India
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
has repeatedly accused India of
serving as an “oil money laundromat
for the Kremlin”, hinted at “Indian
profiteers” benefiting from Russian oil
purchases; referred to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict as “Modi’s
war”, and even argued that the “road
to peace runs at least partly right
through New Delhi”.

‘Strategic freeloading’

He said India’s foreign policy was
“strategic freeloading”, and accused it
of “getting in bed with authoritarians”
such as Russia and China. Mr. Navarro
posted an image of Mr. Modi
meditating in a saffron robe, which
was found offensive by many who
thought it was an attempt to insult
Hindu faith itself. “A 50% tariff —25%
for unfair trade and 25% for national
security — is a direct response,” he
wrote in the post. “If India, the world’s
largest democracy, wants to be treated
like a strategic partner of the U.S., it
needs to act like one.”

The road to peace in Ukraine runs
through New Delhi, claimed Mr.
Navarro.

Since there is no publicly known
reason for this misplaced antagonism
towards India, one can only make
some assumptions. For one, Mr.
Navarro’s anti-China arguments have
suddenly lost steam as his boss began
accommodating Beijing and is looking
for a deal with it. With Russia, even at
the cost of displeasing European
countries, Mr. Trump is looking for a
new era of peace.

All this leaves India as the wrong
tree to bark up at.

From 1994 to 2016, he was a
Democrat, globalist, pro-trade,
pro-choice and critical of the
religious right

\ 4
Navarro today conjures up a
glorious past of the American
economy and attributes it to
the country’s goods
manufacturing sectors

v
In the first Trump
administration, Navarro had
worked as director of the White
House National Trade Council,
and later the Office of Trade
and Manufacturing Policy

Justice for all

The joint Opposition candidate for the Vice-Presidential election comes with a career-long

B. Sudershan Reddy

record of holding power to account

Sandeep Phukan

ocial justice and con-
stitutionalism were

the two planks that

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

analysed the raw data to

Vasudevan Mukunth

A vessel for tomorrow

Starship

for a permanent Martian presence

develop a Composite Back-
wardness Index and map
deprivation patterns with
precision. The group’s

n a humid Texas
0 evening on August
26, after many

the Opposition parties em-
phasised upon while tak-
ing on the BJP in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. More
than a year later, the nomi-
nation of former Supreme
Court judge, Justice (Re-
tired) B. Sudershan Reddy,
as the joint Opposition can-
didate in the coming vice-
presidential polls is a reit-
eration of that emphasis.
“This Vice-Presidential
election is not merely a
contest for an office; it is an
ideological battle for the
soul of our nation. While
the ruling party has chosen
the ideology of RSS, we
uphold the Constitution
and its values as our guid-
ing light,” Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
said in a read-out while an-
nouncing Justice Reddy’s
name at a press confe-
rence. The Opposition par-
ties have pitched the vice-
presidential elections as
one that will see a contest
between a person who has
always espoused the cause
of the Constitution and
NDA’s candidate, C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan, a veteran RSS
activist from Tamil Nadu,
who has served as a two-
term Member of Parlia-
ment, from 1998 to 2004.
Justice Reddy, during
his tenure in the Supreme
Court between 2007 and
2011, had often been cited

CM
K

as a judge who combined
constitutional ~ idealism
with a hard insistence on
accountability. In Nandini
Sundar & Ors. versus State
of Chhattisgarh (2011) —
better known as the Salwa
Judum case — he wrote that
arming tribal youth as Spe-
cial Police Officers to fight
Maoists violated the Con-
stitution’s guarantee of dig-
nity, equality and the rule
of law. The Court directed
the State-armed vigilante
groups to be disbanded,
signalling that counter-in-
surgency cannot come at
the cost of civil liberties.
The judgement has once
again come into focus with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah accusing the former
judge of being soft on Nax-
alism. Mr. Shah asserted
that if the Salwa Judum
judgment had not come,
Left-wing extremism in the
country would have been
eliminated before 2020.
Though he did not publicly
join issues with the Home
Minister, Justice Reddy as-
serted that the Supreme
Court never asked the state

to stop its fight against the
Naxals but stated that the
State cannot “outsource”
its duty to protect its citi-
zens. Another significant
ruling that Justice Reddy
authored was in the Ram
Jethmalani & Ors. versus
Union of India (2011), blast-
ing governmental inertia
on black money. The judg-
ment created a Special In-
vestigation Team to track
illicit funds abroad and
treated financial opacity as
“a constitutional failure
rather than a mere policy

e

gap~.

Focus on equity

The most recent public
role that the 79-year-old
judge took up was to head
the 11-member indepen-
dent expert working group
(IEWG) that had analysed
and interpreted the data
collected during the Telan-
gana Congress govern-
ment’s Socio, Economic,
Education, Employment,
Political and Caste
(SEEEPC) Survey 2024. Ov-
er several months, Justice
Reddy and his colleagues

nearly 300-page report —
submitted to Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy in July
2025 — has become the
foundation for major so-
cialjustice initiatives.

By quantifying disad-
vantage down to the sub-
caste level across Sche-
duled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Backward
Classes, the IEWG had sug-
gested a scientific frame-
work to calibrate welfare
benefits and fine-tune re-
servations in local bodies.

The assignment, to use
an earlier quote of Justice
Reddy, was an effort in
“turning evidence into
equity”.

A career jurist from un-
divided Andhra Pradesh,
Justice Reddy first served
on the Andhra Pradesh
High Court Bench and later
as Chief Justice of the Gau-
hati High Court before his
elevation to the Supreme
Court. After leaving the
Bench, Justice Reddy brief-
ly served as the first Lokay-
ukta of Goa.

Justice Reddy’s career
underlines his consistency
of holding power to ac-
count: whether it is the ex-
ercise of that power in con-
flict zones, the economic
elite hiding wealth off-
shore, or a government al-
locating welfare benefits to
its citizens.

weather delays and ground
system  hiccups, the
world’s largest rocket final-
ly rose from its pad as part
of Flight 10. The 379-feet-
tall Starship survived
launch, nailed important
checkpoints, and splashed
down as planned. It was a
technical success as well as
a kind of personal vindica-
tion for a vehicle often in-
troduced to the world less
like an unthinking ma-
chine than like the prota-
gonist of an unfolding saga.

Starship’s first nine
flights inched forward
through explosions,

abrupt cut-offs, and shred-
ded prototypes. In January
and March this year, two
upper-stage Starships
failed within 10 minutes of
launch. A third attempt in
May flew further but ended
with the spacecraft break-
ing apart during reentry. In
June, another Starship det-
onated on a test stand,
scattering wreckage and
doubts in equal measure.
For a lesser vehicle, such
missteps might have been
fatal to funding or public
patience.

On its 10th attempt,
Starship finally strung to-
gether a complete act. Its
Super Heavy booster exe-
cuted a controlled splash-
down in the Gulf of Mexi-
co. More impressively, the

upper stage, the Starship
itself, deployed eight Star-
link satellite simulators,
successfully reignited a
Raptor engine in space,
and endured a reentry
stress-test despite losing a
piece of its aft skirt. Sixty-
six minutes after liftoff, it
struck its Indian Ocean tar-
get in a near-bullseye.

To watch Starship is to
anthropomorphise it al-
most by necessity. It’s too
large, too ungainly, and too
audacious to remain an ab-
stract engineering project.
Each launch has been a pu-
blic performance. Starship
has insisted on a kind of
charisma that’s insepara-
ble from SpaceX owner
Elon Musk’s personality.
Musk has cast Starship as
the vessel of a civilisational
destiny: building out Star-
link’s satellite megaconstel-
lation, returning astro-
nauts to the moon, and
settling Mars. In his vision,
Starship is a pioneer.

Yet, no protagonist is
without flaws, and Star-
ship’s mirror reflects Mr.
Musk’s impatience. The

vehicle still hasn’t reached
orbit. Its heat shield re-
mains unproven, its orbital
refuelling plans entirely
theoretical, and its envi-
ronmental footprint con-
tested in public hearings.
Mr. Musk himself has ad-
mitted that no one has ever
attempted propellant
transfer on the scale Star-
ship will require. Critics
point to the risks of iterat-
ing at breakneck pace:
Starship’s growth has pa-
ralleled fiery test-stand ac-
cidents, infrastructure
damage, and regulatory
friction.

Rhetoric and reality

Beyond the engineering,
there’s the question of stra-
tegy. Mr. Musk speaks of
Mars as if timelines bend to
vision, yet the company
still fights to master the
earth’s upper atmosphere.
Each delay has reminded
observers how far the rhe-
toric stretches beyond the
horizon. Still, Flight 10 has
shifted the narrative. For
the first time in months,
Starship isn’t just a dream

By 2029, if Elon Musks schedule holds, the world's largest rocket may try to deliver infrastructure

of what it might become
but evidence of what it can
do. The next versions — V3
and V4, even taller and
more powerful — are alrea-
dy in the works. Mr. Musk
has promised Mars at-
tempts by 2026, with cargo
landings on stripped-down
Starships. By 2028 or 2029,
if his schedule holds, Star-
ship may try to deliver in-
frastructure for a perma-
nent Martian presence.

In the meantime, the
global industry watches.
Competitors in China, Eu-
rope and India are study-
ing reusable heavy-lift con-
cepts, and smaller launch
firms are recalibrating
their ambitions. Starship’s
success, however partial,
threatens to reset the play-
ing field. If it works, pay-
load prices could fall dra-
matically, satellite fleets
would expand, and lunar
missions might multiply. If
it fails, the gap it leaves
may swallow years of plan-
ning and trust.

Ultimately, the flavour
that lingers of Starship
Flight 10 is bittersweet am-
bition, a sense that in chas-
ing Mars, Starship is drag-
ging the entire industry
towards a future thrilling
and perilous in equal
parts. To watch it fly is to
feel the world’s spaceflight
enter a new register, one
that mixes audacity with
anxiety. If rockets are cha-
racters, Starship is the
brash giant whose next act
could redefine the plot.
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Andrey Tarkovskiy on preserving the legacy of
his father, Russian auteur Andrey Tarkovsky
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‘A Return to Self” by Aatish Taseer i more
than a memoir of his life alone
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Water always has its say — greed is not the course it follows, the language it understands

THE RIVER SPEAKS, LISTEN

E UMAMAHES HWARI

NCE Gautama. the Buddha,
advised Tissa (the bhakkuni);
“Don't let what can hold vou back
overwhelm vou; when yvou are
free from evervthing that holds
vou back, vou can live in the world
without the depravities that ooze from within.”

And I wondered, what if one replaced the rivers
today with Tissa? What if, as the Buddha adwised.,
the rivers were indeed freeing themsebes of
everything that came in their way as they moved
towards their ultimate destinationwith gay aban-
don, exuberance and freedom to flow? What ifthe
“depmvities” were the innumemble manifesta-
tions of greed tearing at their bosoms, theirwaters,
sand-beds, and even rocks and pebbles, that held
them together?

An elderly fisherman of Kakinada (on the south-
east coast of India) had told me vears ago, “Actual-
Ly, if yvou see, we are all iving on a lonka (TeElugu
word for the islands formed on river bankes ), the sea
15 all amund us. And all rivers shall go tothe sea.”

He al=o told me that no amount of holding in
dams and barrages can ever stop a river from
“meeting her sea”.

In a folk tale from Lahaul {as recorded by Shra-
van Rumar, Jonjatiya Lok Kathapein', 2020), a
group of voung boys wanted to attend a feast on
the other bank of rover Chandra. The cham, a
makeshift bridge to eross over, had broken down,
but they decided to cmss over by forming a
human chain dunng the night when the river
‘sleeps’. However, while crossing, one of them
remarked, “How much doyvou think we will eat at
the feast? In excitement, his friend raised his
hands and said: “This much!” And Io! The human
chain broke and they were all swept away by the
pushing nver waters, This folktale is about human
greed. so apt for today.

Hindi poet Omprakash Valmiki wrote in ‘Moo
Aur Nadi™ (2011}

Nadsi, itthas, cur vartomaan, dono hain

Maa ki tamh

{The river 18 both the past and present,
like the mother)

As for poet Rajesh Joshi { Poani ki Awoaz’):

Paont ka hn jedu tha

Ki paani kiawaoz bhi paordarshi aur

taral lagts the

Bahkar somudra k2 tarefjoati ocowaazon mein

Pahaod s utarkar aane ki cwaazein

bhi shaamil thi

{It was but the magic of water that its sound
seemed both trans parent and dear. Inherent in the
sounds of water flowing towands the sea were those
of water descending from the mountains. . )

Himachahl writer SR Harnot, in his short story
‘Nadr Tadapt: Har' (which later became the

Eachriver hasitsown
temperament, vocabulary
Upset nature sdelicate balance
— aswe hawve, recklessly— and
see the devastation that unfolds

Waters

MALKIAT S5 INGH

famous novel ‘Nad: Rang Jaisi Ladki® — ‘A
Woman, The Colour of River'), speaks of the free-
spinted river and her bond with the eldedy
woman Sunma thus: “Woh nadi dadi Sunma ki
aankion mein behti the.” (That river used to flow
in the eves of grandmother Sunmal.

And goeson: ®... Bahut se rang the wsmetn. Angi-
nat udaanein samaahit thi... Nadi ka pauranik
naam Shatadru tho. Prachalit noom Satlu;. .. Kit-
ni pyaart logti thi woh behti hui. .. Woh jahaon se
guaarti, dhortt mein yauvan bhar deti... Shaant
thi, vegmain thi. Dewm tht awr maa bha...”

(She had many colours within, The river's
anaentname was Shatadra; but Sutlej became her
popular name. How beautiful she seemed as she
flowed, showering vouthfulness to the spaces she
flowed past. She was peaceful. She was turbulent
too. Shewas a poddess, and a mother ton).

He writes thatonee she is confined withina dam,
the river seems almost dead. *Once the dam gates
open, the agonising, hungry cries of the nver
waters just remain submerged within and die.”

As for me, I leamt vears ago of a feminine per-
son, Godavan, who would ‘come’, *stayva bit’, and
‘leave’ — as floods were articulated in the Telugu

language of people along the banks of Godavan in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The same people
today speak of two kinds of waters: the backwater
and the natural ‘river’, post-Polavaram dam's
construction. Junderstood the difference between
political -commercial waters and a natural river

Through subsequent journeys alongside the
Sutle), Beas, Parvati, Pin, Spiti, Chandrabhaga,
Sl Baira Siul and other nvers, nvulets, lakes
and streams, besides glaciers, snow passes, natiu-
ral and forced waterfalls from rocks, I see larger
connections between every form of water thereis,
each intnnsic to the being of rivers. Dissection or
decimation of any one of these forms has a devas-
tating impact on monsoonal flows,

I see also the beautiful interplay between the
clouds above and the river and its many feeders
below:. It could not have been more stnkingly
reflected than through my recent travesin Cham-
ba's Churah and Pangi vallevs, watching the sheer
diversity and fragile balance between temper-
ments of wetlands and spaces interwoven with the
Ravi, Baira Siul, and Chandrabhaga rivers.

How subtle vet obvious are the relationships!
Water speaks in many languages, but one needs
the heart to stop a while, and listen. Water gushes
out through moks, placiers feeding vanous
streams, wetlands breaking the monotony of
green meadows — every aspect seems to be one
synchronised ballet.

“The mountains that Himalayan rivers rush
through are alsoin motion; they too are a process,
though they seem the most stable of objects... In
time the mountains will dissobve from the work of
the rivers and rains and winds, the handmaidens
that are delivering them back to the ocean from
which they were once uplifted,” Cheryl Colopy
writes in ‘Dirty, Sacmed Rivers” (2012).

Recent rivenne devastations are the cumulative
impact of certain ‘mythologies’ that have impns-
oned our mountain and river systems. River beds
are continuously mined at different stretches.
And the tourist gaze of indifference 1s the same for
a river, as it is for a glacier, or a meadow.

Many vears ago (perhaps it was 2009 or 2010), I
watched a commerncial for a private engineering
company where a group of engineers struggles
over a problem as a lake obstructs the design,
and the boss remarks, “Where 15 the problem?
Letus shift the lake!”

Lest one forgets, I end with an older news report
on a statement that reflected the way we are head-
ed, oblivious to the anguish of water gladers,
rivers, and mountains. At a town hall event atthe
Facebook headquarters m Menlo Park in 2015,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was con-
vinced that aties of the future would be settled
around optical fibre networks, and not rivers.

— The Shimla-based wriler isthe
auwthor of “When Godavari Comes’

Living alongthe banks of Sutlej,
andbanking on community

Fearol the
(l

HIS was in the early Sixties. My

village, Udhowal, was a backward

area of Nakodar tehsil (Punjab). 1

was a student at the local primary

school, A newly qualified teacher

had recently joined us, haling
from Mehatpur, a village that seemed hike a city
to us. She was in her eady twenties, Initially, a
farmly member would drop her off, but later she
started walldng to school Unbke today, we
addressed female teachers as “Bhehanjee” and
male teachers as “Bhap”.

July and August marked the monsoon season.
One day, dark cdouds gathered, and thunder
mlled acmss the skoy, signalling imminent heavy
rain. Inthose days, rainfall was intense. We were
thrilled, hopin g we'd be sent home eady.

Bhehanjee conferred with her fellow teachers
and decided to leave before the min began, My
classmate, Piara, and I were tasked with escorting
her home, We were merely seven or eight vears
old —students of third grade, at best. Ateacher’s
order was sacrosanct, sowe followed it

Bhehanjee led the way She was dressed in
white pyiamas, a colourful jumper, and a match-
mg chunni — just like the famous actress
Vyjayvanthimala. As it started drizzling, t damp-
ened her dothes, She seemed to shnnk slhighthy,
stiffencd from the cold. While she was fully
aware of her surmundings, we were oblivious to
anything bevond our responsibilities.

The rmin eventually stopped. Summoning what-
ever courage I had, I decided tohead back to the
villapge alone. Plara had quietly shipped away, aban-
doning me. Later, I learnt that ha s aunt Ived in this
village. He did not wish to take me with him

By the time school ended, all the students had
gone home, except us. Piara and [ were the only
sons of our famibes, Our families were frantic.
No one at school had mformed them that we
were sent away. My family went to Mehatpurin
the pouring rain but couldn’t find us.

I reached Ramuwal, a village in the estact md-
dle of Mehatpur and my village. I was trembling

SUKHDEV SIDHU

with fear — the ‘Buddha Darva’ had swollen,
overflowing with ternfyving sounds. There was no
life in sight. The water kept rising. When we
passed it earbier, it was bone-dry, but now; murky,
reddish water filled the area. I couldnt go back to
Mehatpur My fear of water overwhelmed me.

I would mark the water level, watching it rise
quickly: I sat, then stood again, only to find the
water rising higher Finally, I gave up. I started
crving and feeling feverish. My sobs grew loud-
er, and dark thoughts flooded my mind.

By some rmiraculoas luck, I spotted Puran Smgh
from my village. He noticed my amsaety, He kept
reassuring me that I wasnt alone. When we
reached the middle of the stream, the water roseto
myneck. I thought Twould drown, But Puran, calm
as ever, encouraged me: “Don't be afraid. I'm with
vou." Inthat moment, he was like an angel.

The Buddha Darva" had flonded a few times
before. It wasn't actually a nver but asmall stream
connected o the Sutle] nver near the villages of
Adraman and Lohgarh. When the Sutley swelled
bevond its mits, it overflowed, often bursting
thmugh the weakest points. This was one such
wedk point. The local saomindars often took
advantage of the situation, using bullock cartsto
ferry people across the floodwaters for a fee,

Today. it's almost impossible to identifywhene
the ‘Buddha Darva' used to flow The land has
been levelled, and fields have overtaken what
was once a place of fear and danger.

Puran Singh took me home. As soon as I saw
my family, I burst into tears, My grandmother
immediately embraced me. My mother hurried-
by changed my wet clothes.

The next moming, my Taya went to confront
the teachers, waming them not to send me any-
where again. I didn't return to school for three
days due to fever, and was haunted by unsetthing
dreams. When I did go back, my teacher scolded
me harshly: “You're not dead, why all the fuss?
Even now, I find hittle comfort in the memory:

A decade later, a similar flooding occurred. Qur
nelghbounng village, Baloki, broadceast a warn-
in g about the overflow of the Sutle). In panic, our
villapge organised a team to bulld makeshift
embankments. We could hear the deafening
sounds of water and collapsing structures, Fortu-
nately. by dawn, the water began to recede.

Flooding is a nearregular occurrence for the
communities residing along Sutley'’s banks. In
many respects, it 1s nature’s harsh response to
envimnmental degradation. As a result of repeat-
ed administrative shortcomings, farmers have
often resorted to making their own preparations,
howsoever inadequate. At times, it appearsto be
a contest between the destructive force of the
floods and the resiience of the people. They
recover, rebuild. until the cyde gets repeated.

— The wriler isa Punjabi author
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#techztonic

EAR customer, vour SIM will be

blocked m 24 hours. Click here to

pdate your K¥YC — sounds urgent,

right? Many of you panic, elick and

land on a page that looks exactly ke

yvour bank or telecom site. It asks for Aadhaar, bank

details, or mayvbe even an OTE By the time you

sense something is fishy, scammers already have

what they need to steal your ddentity or drain vour

account. And this isn't arare slip-up. In 2024 alone,

India lIogged over 36 lakkh evber fraud complaints,

with victims losing a staggering $22.840 crore.

Clearly, no one is safe. Students, professionals and

even business owners are getting duped because
the scams ook so convinanghy real.

The sibver hning? Every con has cracks. Once you
know the tocks, it is hke spotting the strings in a
puppet show. Let us decode the latest scams and
gtock up on a survival kit to beat them.

Fake KYC texts to Al abductions,
digital scammers are evolving —
it's time we got smarter too

In 2024 alone, India logged over 36 lakh cyberfraud complaints. sTock

DIGITALARREST DRAMA
Fake *CBI officers” video-call vou, accuse vou of
crimes and demand instant UPI bail. They flash
fake IDs, use scary lanpuage and pressure vou to
pay on the spot. Seniors especially panic. In one
tmpic case, a Karnataka couple lost $50 lakh and
their ives to this cruel tnick.

AFPOWERED KIDNAPPING SCAMS
This one's chilling. *Your child has been kid-
napped! Pay now!” Butit is all Al Scammers mim-
it your child's voice or show a deepfake video.
Sometimes, they even let vou talk to the Alcloned
“child”. It feels terrifyin gly real and many families
pay mnsom betore realising the truth.

CALL-MERGING TRICKS

A “friend” asks you to merge another call. That sec
ond call is actually yvour OTP By merging, you've
basically gifted scammers your digital keys. Or the
fake “bank tech support” agent who makes you
install a remote-access app. The moment you do,
they are inside your phone, watching you type pass-
words and OTPs in real-time.

CAPTION CONTEST 1525
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How to stay one step ahead of

digital tricksters

QR CODES, FAKE CHALLANS

Traffic fine on WhatsApp? With vour vehide num-
ber neatly typed in? Click it and your phone's
hacked. Or a QR code that daims “scan to receive
money . Then there are trading apps and job offers
promising high returns. The dashboards are fake,
the testimondals are fake and the moment vou try to
withdraw;, vour money vanishes.

YOUR SCAM SURVIVAL KIT
Alright, enough doom and gloom. Let's talk
defence. Here's your street-smart guide to dodg-
ing scams, explained hike life hacks vou can actu-
ally remember
Pause before panic: Scammers thrive on urgency,
“Nour SIM will be blocked™ “Police will arrest vou!™
The aim is to scare vou into nstant action. Trick:
next time yvou get such a message, count to 10.
Banks, telecom companies and government agen-
cies don't work like mnsom gangs.
Treal OTPslike gold: Think of OTPs as mini-bags of
cash. Would vou hand over abag of cash to a stranger?
Nope. Then don't share OTPs, PINs or CVVs, not
with the bank staff, not with delrvery agents and not
evenwith someone pretending to be vour friend.
Links are bail: That tempting blue link in a text?
Assume it 15 a trap unless proven otherwise. If it
feels important, skip the link and go directly to the
offical website or app. One extra click saves a life-
time of regret.
QR codes are one-way Lickets: Here's a fun rule,
scanning a QR code never bings money in, only
takes money out. S0, 1f someone says “scan this code
torecerve cash”, it is a red flag the size of a billboand.
Don't merge calls: It feels hammless until vou realise
you just merged in vourbank's OTE Rule of thumb:
if vou didn't start the conference call, don't join it.
The double-check rule: A “job offer” with sky-high
pay for zerowork? Or an app promising 100 per cent
puaranteed profits? It is most likely a scam. Always
verify through official websites, not random What-
sApp forwands.
Pass the word: Change passwords often. Don't
share them. And never use the same one every-
where. A password manager makes life easier, but
even simple variations across accounts are better
than one “master key™.
Train your family: Scammers love easy targets,
eldedy parents or unsuspecting teens. Have the
“seam talk” at home. A five-minute chat over din-
ner could save lakhs,
Report withoul delay: If you do get conned, don't
hide it out of embamrassment. Art fast, call the
national cyber helpline 1930 or report on eyber-
aime.govin. The sooner vou act, the higher the
chance the banks can block stolen money.

Cyber eriminals feed on fear, greed and urgency.
But you can flipthescript. Stay calm, think twice and
trust vour put. Nead time someone tells vou yvour SIM
will be blocked or you've won a huxury car, just gnn
and say: “Nice try, bro. Better luck fooling someone
else.” Stay alert, stay safe and may yvour money stay
where it belongs, snug in vour pocket.

Pro tip: Treat every unexpected link, call or
“urgent” messapge like a stranger knocking at vour
door at midnight. Don't open it until you are
absolutely sure who 15 out side.,

Expert advice: “Stay safe from financial scams by
verifving authenticity, being cautious of unrealistic
offers and keepmng personal nformation secure.
Always use officdal channels and stay informed to
protect yourself from financial losses” wams A
Venkatesh, DSE Cybercerime Cell. Chandigarh.
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Sikkimese filmmaker Tribeny Rai says stories from the mountains are
often portrayed through stereotypical lenses of exoticism or simplicity
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(Gender is political

SUKANT DEEPAK

'S the pauses and silences that echo the loudestin
the film. Each frame 18 unhurned, and a certain
hyvthm envelops the multiple themes that come
thmugh — not with thuds but ves, with delicate

plosions. From identity, personal freedom, gen-
der disrimination, and migration to presenting female

chararters as complex individuals and not just vietims of

patriarchy, Sikkimese filmmaker Tribeny Hai's
Nepalese-language film "Shape of Momo’ emerged from
what she calls an inmer necessity, It will have its world
premiere at the prestigious Busan International Film
Festival in South Korea, followed by its European pre-
miere at the San Sebastian Film Festrval in Spain.

A diploma holder in direction and screenwriting from
the Satvajit Ray Film and Television Institute in Kolkata,
this 3d-vear-old filmmaker, retuming to her village in
Sikkim after film school, found herself caught between
her own expectations and those of the people around her

“I began to notice how such pressures quietly shape
our Ives. I knew many others were going through the
same experience. The thought stayed with me for a long
time, and about two vears ago, Kislay, the cownter, and 1
began wirting ‘Shape of Momo' together,” she tells,

The film, among other things, 15 about Bishnu, who
retums to her Himalayan village after quitting her job,
only to fice mounting family pressures and heightened
societal expectations. As tensions rise with her pregnant
sister's arnval and a budding relationship with a *suit-
able’ boy from hercommunity, shemustchoosebetween
conforming to trmadition or dammg her independence

While the movie draws from Rai's personal expert
ences and observations of idenftity, freedom and tradition
through a multi-Fenermtional female family, it aims to
address the conflict between women's personal ambi-
tions and socetal expectations.

The filmmaker insists that pender disenmination 1s
systemic and socally embedded., and by paying dose
attention o small, everyday details, they could show
these dynamics naturally, “And in doing s0, personal
moments revealed larger social reabties, When yvou
remain truthiul to your own existence, vou begin to hear
the echoes of many others” she adds.

It 15 almost a rebief that ‘Shape of Momo’ stays miles
away from the ‘mountam utopia’ diches. “ Stories from
the mountains and villages are often portrmaved through
stereotyvpical lenses of exoticismor simplicity. Iaimed to
changethis namrative and tell our storywith honesty and
depth,” Hai says.

Of course, prowing up in Sikkim with three sisters did
have a profound nfluence on the film. The filmmaker
gayvs that being part of a household of women made her
deeplyvaware of both the strengths and the pressures they
bive with. “There was a significant gender disparity grow-
g up, and it 1s still not a thing of the past Sometimes, it

15 nght in front of vou, and other times it 1s subtlywoven
nto everyday expectations and mles,” she stresses.

However, Kislay, one of the producers of the fitm., adds,
“The film may come from her own personal fam by eage
nence, but ratherthan beang nostalpice or self-ptyving, she
has an imwand critical gaze, She can be both sympathet-
ic and critical of the characters at the same time”

Even asthe people in her village, where the movie was
shot, are overjoved with the news of it petting selected at
magor prestigious festivals, Rai feels the film had to be
made in the Nepalese lanpuage, spoken widely in
Sikkim. “It is my mother tongue, a language through
which I experience the wodd most inimately. Not mak-
ing it in Nepah was never even anoption,” she asserts.

Ruing that finding support for independent films is
abaziys tough — more so fora Nepab-language film — she
opines that the market is doven by many factors and the
films that succeed at the box office are often more spec-
tacle than cinema. “And after the pandemic, when the
mdustiywas already struggling, secunng support forour
film became especially challenging

And ves, she is quite excited about the ndependent
cnema emerging from the Northeast and North Bengal
and feels that fil mmalkeers from this region are beginning
to put a spothight on their own worlds, “There 18 a grow-
mg awareness, and more filmmakers are committed to
bringing these underrepresented narmatives to the
screen,” says Bai, who has also made five short films and
adorumentary senes for Doordarshan.

As the conversation veers towands dedicated support

structures for independent filmmakers in Europe, Rai
savs that such structures there allow artists to take risks,
explore persondal stories and develop ther voice without
bein g entirely dependent on the commerdal market.
“In India, mdependent anema is growing, but the
structures for mentors hip, funding, and distribution are
shill imited, sadly” condudes the filmmaker, who feels
being immersed 1n hiterature from an eady age has
shown her that the smallest pestures and the quetest
observations can carry enfire worlds. ..
— The wriler is a Chandigorh-based freelancer

The classic combination is delicious, full of balanced nutrition and easy to cook

A makeover for raima-chawal

Entries are invited to sugdest a caption for the photograph.
The caption should only be in English, witty 2nd not
enceeding 10words, and reach Spectrum, The Tnbune,
Chandigarh, 160030, by Thursday. The best five captions
will be published and awarded T300, 250, ¥200, 1150
and T100, respectively. Each caption must be acoompanied
tw a clipping of the caption contest and its number.
Photocopies or scans of the caption photo won't be
aocepted. Online subscribers may attach an epaper clipping
at captionpics@tribunemail.com or a scanned copy ofthe e
paperclipping Please mention the pin code and phone
number, along vath your address.

SELECTED ENTHIES FOR CAPTION CONTEST 1524

SPECTRUM AUGLIST 24 ISSUE (SEE PHOTO)

Ball rounder — Rajiv Aroravia epaper, Mumbai
Soaking in the spolritiight — Pavit Nanda via epaper, Gurugram
Indepth sporting skills — RK Taneja, Chandigarh
Throwback moment —Alisha Chandra, Chandigarh
Water bodies — Meha Badsara viaepaper, Bhiwani

FOOD
TALK

PUSHPESH PANT

ATMA-CHAWAL is a combo
dish that 15 one of the most
beloved comfort foods n
1a It is delicious, balanced
innutrition and easyto cook. The onky
problem with it is that familiarity in
this case has bred indifference, if not
contempt. More often than not, it is
likely to be dismissed as a home-style
staple. This is not quite true. Raos-misse
rayma 15 a deicacy in Punjab, and in
the dhaoam of Himachal Pradesh, it
oceupies a coveted place as modra.
There is a preat varety of ragma
available in our country, each with a
different appearance, texture and
flavour. The multi-colour mjma chi-
trml may have been named thus as
these may have originally come from
the Chitral region in the north-west-
ern frontier of undivided India, and
some say that its marbled appearance
with specks on a mosaic floor may
have inspired people tolovingly callit
chitml. Then, there isthe most prized
deep scarlet kidney bean grown
the Jammu region. It needs no embel-
lishment other than salt, red chillies
and dollops of ghee to make it orre-
sistible. Rayma 15 also grown in Mun-

‘AN ALL-NEW AVATAR
INGREDIENTS

Rajma iscakedovernight) 1cup
Tomato puree 1cup
Red chilli powder 1tsp
Salt 1tsp
Corlander powder 1tsp
Garam masala 1tsp
Garlic-ginger paste s tsp
Salt To taste
Rice flour 1cup
Qil 14 eup
Rice papad |Optional) ¢

Green coriander sprigiOptonz 1

METHOD

® Bail rafmawith powdered splees,
gingergarlic paste and salt in a pres
sure cooker tilldone. Uncover, allow
tocool. Heat ghee and pour over 1L

B Take rice flour in aflat plate, add salt
and sprinkle a little warm water
2-3times and startmixing. You
should be able to hold theflour in
your fist. When pressed, it should
hold shape, and when crumbled,, it
should crumblewell.

® Takefour small steel katoris, grease

(1

gvan in Kumaon; it 1s white in colour
and nutty in flavour It is also grown
in Harsil in Garhwal.

The present generation is only famil-

these and fill these bowlswith the
rice flour mixture till half. Cover the
bowls with a piece of alurminium fail.
Stearmy/cook for 10:.2 minutes.
Rermove from the steamer, ket it
cool for two minutes. Cecarefully,
urmould ontoa plate.

® |1 ashallow bowl, pour some rajma.
Place the aloo tikki lookalike rice
cakes on top. Garnish with green
chillies and coriander, If using
Forsome crunch, crumble some rce

papadonit and enjoyl

iar wath ladney beans in asalad orehallz
com corne. Only recently, some chefs
dared to plate a ragna kebab for the
vegetanans, But the classic combina-

tion remains myma-chotol,

Notvery long back. we were invited
to a wonderful meal at the Obero in
the Capital for a commemorative
lunch at Dhillh by our good friend
and the briliant chef, Vineet Bha-

tia, who has more Michelin stars

LLI'ldET his belt than all other Indi-
an chefs put together.

When we were served what was
called ragma-chawal onthe menu,
we kept looking for the chewal, and

Vineet kept smiling mischievou shy.
Finally, when no rice plate was in
gight, we dug in. The aloo tikcki that we
had thought was a gamish on top,
crumbled to reveal its real nature —
this was the chawal!

Once agan, we marvelled at the
geraus of Vineet, who abwvays remains
moted in Indian soil, There 15 no fancy
flision or pretentious plating, just the
stiving to take Indian food to the next
level Ably assisted by his wife
Rashima, he has been outdoing him-
self for vears,

The beauty is that vou can easily
rephicate the magic at home. We don't
really know what the maestro did in
the kitchen. so we deaded to take a
shortout of purloining a Khasi recipe
for mini-rice cakes to make life easier
for our dear readers. These noe cakes
remuind us of putty in Kerala. In neither
region 15 the myma ared hot favourite,
but beleve vou us. it makes the region-
al wcon a pan-Indian elassie. Do try this
out as spon as yvou can!

A still from
‘Shape of

Momo'

Having
experienced
the world
most
intimately
through
Mepalese,
Tribeny Rai
chose to
make the
film in it.
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Andrey A TarkovskKiy reflects on presenving his father’s legacy — a cinema that still prays, still listens, and still answe
s 18 9 e E‘ — |
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Andrey Tarkovsky
{1932- 1986)

b
N the pantheon of wordd cinema, cer- >
tain names do not merely ocoupy
gspace, they define it — Charie Chap-
lin, Federico Fellimi, Ingmar
Berpman, Akira Kurosawa, Robert
Bresson, Satvajit Ray and, among
them, towenng like a colossus, Russian
auteur Andrey Tarkowvsky. A filmmaker
who refused to bow to trends, Tarkovsky
tmnsformed cinema from spectacle into
gacrament, crafting works that remain
meditations on time, memory, and the
human soul, His films were not stones to be
consumed but pravers to be hived — haunt-
ing, lyneal and inexth austibly profound.
When Tarkowsky passed away in December
1986, the world lost not merely a filmmaker

but a philosopher-poet of adnema — a vision- A still from
arywho elevated the mediuminto a spiritual '‘Mirror’.
lanpuage. Neady fourdecades later; has pres-
ence looms larger than ever This truth res-
onated n Delhi dunng two landmanrk screen-
ings — a rare documentary, co-created with
Italian poet Tonino Guerra during the mak-
ing of Nostalghia', at the Ttalian Embassy
Cultural Centre, and ‘Cinemaasa Prager’, an
intimate homage by his son, Andrey A
Tarkewskiy, at the India Habitat Centre.
“My father always admired India,” recol-
lected Andrey, his voice a measured blend
of pride and lonping. “He had a deep ort-
ental sensibility — almost like orental
Christianity. He practised voga all his life.
There was always this pull towards the
East. Sadly, he never managed to visit A still from
Andrey A India. For me, coming here 15 an honour, ‘Andrei Rublev'.
Tarkovskiy (L) | Something he couldn't do.”
with Aleksey Tarkovsky's cinema — ‘Tvan’s Chaild-
Naydenov, hood’, Andrer Rublew’, Solars’, ‘Mirror’,  opentorediscovery with every genemtion.  Praper’, is Andrey'sdeeply personal work.  part allegory, part fever dream, where tions — each frame a relic infused with
directorof | ‘Stalker’, ‘Nostalghia’, and his swansong, “Even now. 40 vears later, people speak  “T was only 16 when he died,” he recalled.  faith flickers like a dying ember yet new light. Anastasio complemented this
photography. | ‘TheSacrifice’ —mremainsthe ultimate anti-  about Tarkovsky with incredible fresh- “There was a beginning of a dialogue refuses extinction. The film eerily pre- vision with a cultural note: “Culture is
speter | doteto the disposable nature of contermpo- ness,” Andrey observed. *Young stu-  between us — abruptly interrupted. This = dicted aspects of the actual 1986 Cher- what yvou inherit, and what vou create
cruremiN | rary imagery. His works are living texts, dents rediscover him every vear, Thisis  film was my attempt to recreatethatinner  nobyl disaster and its aftermath, through interaction. That's why we also
not archaeology. It's about spiritual dialopue, to see If my deas correspond In his loosely autobiopraphical master- had the Duo Gazzana sisters performing
N\ search — something we desperately  with his. And they do. His vision of the  piece, ‘Mo’ (1975), Tarkovsky beautiful  an eclectic programme spanming Italy,
N need today when everything feels so dif-  world feels even more prophetic now — 1y used the poetry of his father Ameny  Europe, and India. Their inclusion of an
ficult, so complicated. Art is the onlylan- about politics, ecology, everything he  Tarkovsky The film also featured Andrey  Indian composition acknowledged the
puage that umtes us.” warned about is coming true.” Tarkovsky's wife, Larisa Tarkovskaya.and — multiplieity of voices defining our world.”
Indeed, Tarkovsky's cinema 15 unver- He paused, then added, *The Sacrifice’ mother, Mara Vishnyakova, Each film As dusk settled over Della during these
sal. It transcends geography and ideology, was my father's farewell Remember resistsinterpretationevenasitdemandsit.  events, the anticipation transformed into
forgmg a dialopue between cultures. Alexander speaking to his child? It wasa Incrafting ‘Cinema as a Payer, Andrey  fulfilment. These screenings were not ret-
Andrea Anastasio, director of the Italian monologue because the child couldn't collaborated with people who knew his  rospectives; they were rituals. For those
Embassy Cultural Centre, framed it suc- answer My film 15 my answer” father intimately. “Michal Leszezviowslka,  who entered Tarkovsky's world — where
anctly: “When you watch Tarkovsky, you This reflection anchored a largertruth:  who co-edited The Socrifice’, and my  time flows like memory, where landscapes
engage with ethical questions centmal to  Tarkovsky's cinema was never bound cousin, Aleksey Nayvdenov, director of are metaphors for the soul — the reward
our time. It's a dissident voice with a fan- by time. Consider ‘Tvan’s Childhood’™ photography, whoassisted on ‘Mirror’—it was nothing less than a plimpse of etemi-
tastic understanding of humamty.” (1962), his debut feature, where war 15 was like an amour-court,” he smiled. That  ty “After watching Tarkovsky"” Andrey
The first screening, a documentary  seen through the fragile consciousness  warmth tempered the enormity of his  concluded. “it's easier to understand each
made during the shooting of ‘Nostalghia' of a child. Or Andrei Rubler’ (1066), a task. “It's a responsibility,” he admitted other —whether yvou are in Japan, India,
in Italy, captured an artist grapplhing with monumental chronicle of art and faith, softly, “but also a jov. To keep his spirit  Russia, or anywhere. Art 15 the only lan-
exale and the weight of spiritual longing.  restored recently in breathtaking detail alive, not as a monument of the past, but  puage that unites us.”
‘Nostalgine’ (1983) tself s a tone poem of  —a pilgrimage on celluloid throughthe  as a living, breathing foree.” In that quiet assertion lay the endur-
ahenation, its mist-laden landscapesecho-  moral wilderness of medieval Russia. Or The Andrev Tarkovsky Intermational mg truth of Andrev Tarkovsky's cine-
mg the ache of displacement. It was in  ‘Solaris’ (1972), which transposed meta- Institute, located in Florence and helmed  ma: a cinemathat still prays, still listens,
Italy that Tarkovsky's friendship with physics into therealm of science fiction, by him, is the cuable for this mission, and still answers,
Guerra deepened, shaping this extraordi-  asking questions no technology could restoring classics hke Andrei Rubler’ for — The wriler has served on the jury
nary meditation on memory and home. answer. And then there 15 ‘Stalker’ newaudiences. These restorations are not of various film festivals as wellas
The second screening, ‘Cinemo as @ (1979), a journey into a forbidden zone, mere acts of preservation but resumec- National Film Awards
10 sculptors drawfrom architecture, mythology & lived memoryto show how eventhe hardest matenal bends to human imagjnation
SHIREEN (JUADRI can never be held —was arucial to me”
Rattan says that for the middle class, a
TONE 15 the oldest witness we house 15 deeply desired, invested in, but it's
know: it has stood in silence as also fragile, precanous, sometimes abwvays
avilisations mse and fell. A mate- just out of reach. “ By translating the soft-
nal often assocated with ness of a cloud into the hardness of stone, I
endurance, it becomes supple and wanted to make that paradox visible — the
fluid in the hands of scul ptors, This was evi- dream as both material and mmatenal”
dent at StoneX India's refinery at Kis- The work's structure layers thas namratove.
hangarh in Rajasthan’s Ajmer district Pune-based Yopesh Ramknshna (34)
recently, where 10 artists reimagined marble takes satire as his entry point. His work
as a medm that could be chiselled and Shikchara’ transforms marble into a ham-
coaxed into a desired form. mer, whose head fuses a mosque dome and
Mumbai-based Sudarshan Shetty (64). atemple spire. “The piece becomes a point
one of India's leading artists, says he is of mvestigation amund how seats of power
drawn to stone because of its inherent para- use religion as a tool to regain or mamtain
dox. “Stone 15 often seen as eternal, veteven dominance,” he says.
it camries the marks of time: weathered Mumbai-based Tejn Gavankar's ‘Khom'
edges, soft erosions, hidden fractures. With- draws from Plato's concept of an intermedi-
intheweight of its seeming permanence hes ate space where forms become reality. In her
the quiet truth of all things ephemeral,” he work, which uses Lasa Covelano marble,
says. shetty's ‘Intermed Umbrella’. made of geaometric spheres fracture rigidity into
Turkish marble, is “a meditation on mortal- movement. “Khora' 15 about in-between-
ity and impermanence”, When an everyday ness and non-dualism, where something
object is carved In stone, Shetty says, its harmd becomes fhuid by breaking into small-
familiar fragility 18 transformed. *What was er parts. It shows how becoming 1s never a
onee ordinary acquires a new gravity, as if figed state; it is always about transition.”
time has been slowed down and what is per- Shanthamani Muddaiah's ‘Bloom” trans-
haps simple and fleeting has been prven the lates Bengaluru's floral legacy and weaving
dipnity of monument,” he adds. traditions into Pantheon marble. R Magesh's
Shetty believes that to be able to master The Monamh’ restrains the mw power of a
something, one has to play out one'’s own horse wathin Grgio Bronze Amani marble.
viulnerahilities and be open to the possibili- Shaik Azghamli's ‘Cotton’ tums Carrara
ties ofhuman failure, Each pieceof stone, he marble into fragile bolls that read as softness
underlines, must hold the history of its own against sobdity, Chandrashekar Koteshwar's
making over centuries, “My role, to begin ‘Hudden Gem om Museumn Stepy’ stages satire
with. is to enter adialopue with it and insert, In Statuano marble, a stone historically
even in a small way, something of my own reserved for monuments and temples,
life intowhat it longs to become,” he adds. (Clockwise from left) Works by Sudarshan Shetty, Harsha Durugadda, Harmeet Rattan and Gigi Scaria. Together, these works reposition stone as
In his seulpture Tmpossible Staineay’, Del- a medium alive with contradictions. As
hi-based Gigi Scaria (52) turns Cappadoca  itself but from the way it is placed. It is like  carved by centuries of emsion, Hyderabad-  “Dreamn House', a tower of doud hewn from Sushant Pathak of StoneX Global notes:
marble into a sumreal commentary on aties  language: vou can use it towrite poetry that  based Harsha Durugadda (36) says: “Stone Greek stone, Thassos Novelato, showeases  “Each encounter was. .. a doorway into the
and alienation. “T don't think of stone justas  resists authonty, or vou can use it to eodify  changes when people touch it. That interac-  the conflict between aspiration and reality. ~ soul of the artist and the silent wisdom of
a permanent material, Citiesthemselvesare  laws that control soaety, Lanpuage canlib-  tion 15 what keeps sculpture alive, If vou  “In ‘Dream House', the choice of white stone. Together, they revealed that stone is
built from stone, cement, conerete — mate-  erate, but it can also suppress. Stonetoo has  look at our architecture... people might stone was very intentional,” says Rattan. not merely material, but a iving presence.”
rials we consider endunng. But forme, any  this dual potential; it can be moulded by its  have touched a pillar over several centuries,  “Stone carries permanence. It endunes — A coffee-table book that situates these
matenal, whetherhard orsoft canreflect the  user; shaped to reflect the time in which we  gving it a sheen that the rest of the pillars  likemonuments ofthe ancient past thatstilll — artists’ work in a dialogue with global pio-
concems of its time. Stonetooemdes, shapes  live” he says. do not have,” stand as markers of human ambition. But  neers such as Sebastian Erramunz, Nicolas
itself over centunes, and arives in the form Talking about his sculpture, *“The Way of For Bathinda-born Hammeet Rattan (38).  here, I carved it into the form of a cloud.  Bertoux, Cynthia Sah, Alex Seton, and Kota
we encountertoday.’ says Scaria. the Wind' (Pantheon marble), which marble becomes a eritique of the “modern something transient, bight, mtangible. That  Kinutam was also launched.
“Hierarchy comes not from the material  explores textures reminiscent of canyons  obsession with home ownership”. His  tension — between what s solid and what — The wrileris aDelhi-bozed contribulor
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ADITYA VIKERAM

ATISH TASEER had been har-
bouring a few dirty secrets. The
bonafide “Indian” life had no
place for some things — in his
words, he was “the llegiti-
mate son of a Pakistand, a gay man, and a
westernised product of a westernised elite”,
Ashappenswith secrets too often, one con-
gtructs the most elaborate lies to cover
them up. The harder he tried to assert his
Indian-ness, the stranger his relation with
the country became. He learnt Hindi-Urdu,
translated a canonical writer, took Sansknt
classes, travelled to rural India, hid his sex-
uality, and tried forgetting his foreign loves.
And vet, 1t wasn't enough. It took a few
lines of joumalistic truth to send him into
exile forever The Government of India
revoked his eitizenship in November 2019,
after he published an artide in Time about
‘India’s Divider in Chief”.

“To lose one’s country.” he says, “is to
know an intimate shame”, articulating for
the first time his ill-fit ting world fully, now
released from the chokehold of the nation.
When Taseer's estranpged father was assas-
sinated, the famous writer VS Naipaul told
him that he must feel relieved, because
“wour [his] father was your [his] greatest
enemy’”. As father so nation; what is sup-
posed to be home might just be an odd tale
of ongin. It 15 with this relief and tragic hon-

A RETURN TO SELF: EXCURSIONS IN EXILE
by Aatish Taseer.
HarperCollins.

Pages 216,
499

esty that he writes his Iatest.

Aatish Taseer's memoir, ‘A Return to
self’, is proof that knowing one's shame
closely might offer a different possibility of
freedom. However, it 18 more than a mem-
oir of his life alone, The *self in his book
refuses the confines of a personal diary,
which nins the risk of turning into a long,
vengeful confession. On the contrary, the
self moves and 15 often forgotten. Between
India (the lost self) and America (the new
home) Lies a vast expanse of the world,
where Taseer wanders — Istanbul, Uzbele-
istan, Momoeo, Spain, Iraq, and others.

He speaks of the language, history, and
religion of these “places in between” and

BOOKS
Intimate shame of losing one’s country

quotes Wilde and Ehot, Said and Coetzee to
comphlicate what would othersase be mere
landscape. In form, these chapters aremuch
closer tothe essay, which eases the letting go
of plot. The self “returns” in bursts, as he
trudges through these middle wordds and
finds strange similarities with the nation he
has lost — histones of nvasion, the Silk
Road, lotuses in bloom, “churches upon
mosques upon churches”, a ety repurposed
after religious violence, howthe wond fulano
travelled across languages, or the smell of
Oudh. These returns are honest, sometimes
even bmzen, and hence moving.

As he drives past orchands of ripening
pomegranate in Uzbekistan, he thinks of
Babur, the first Mughal, who “had been
homesick in India for the sweetness of the
fruits of his natrve land”. This is not only
his own poetic longing for home, but also
another image of India, a nation built by
those who came from elsewhere, When in
sSriLanka, he discovers that the lotus is the
insignia of an ethno-nationalist political
party there, similar to India. Taseer points
out how its use in seals predates both Bud-
dhism and Vedic Hinduism.

While one might be tempted to ascribethis
to a pure past where all elhigions hved
together, before the Britishers, before Parti-
tion, he reminds the readerthat it is precise-
1y this fantasy of refurning to the glorious
past that is false, and often fisast The lotus
15 bom in a bed of nourishing mud, an
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impure thing. Aatish likens the flower to
“our longing to nse above the muck of our
lives”, hinting at the desire of the nation.

In the chapter on Spain, when he con-
fronts the complete ethnic cleansing of
Mushms and Jews from Castiban culture,
he asks in dismay: “What makes a society
succumb to that primal ery for limpieza de
sangre, a purnty of blood?" An image of
India emerges nght after, and his own, an
unlikely child of two nations that love and
hate each other so much. Like a moumful
ghost, India lingers in the background of
his writing, as Taseer said in a recent inter-
view: This is a ghost full of discontent, and
a memory that spans bevond Taseer's life,
into centunes past and even into myth,
where a lotus calvx sprouts from Vishmu's
navel. It has undear origine and asks
lamenting questions. The self traced by this
ghost is everything India does not want to
betoday: plural, impure, mcomplete.

‘A Return to Self shows that the true
story of belonging can only be wntten in
conversation with ghosts, not nation-
states. It 15 tempting to claim that this
ghost 18 the idea of India, formulated when
the nation came into exastence and under
assault now, but & might just be our
shame, buried in the foundation. Whatew-
er we are writing about. even the self, we
are always wnting from the outside.

— The reviewen, a translalor and poel,

teaches al Ashoka Undversily

What defines literary activity Innerjourney of mountains

ADITYa BanL

HE Jewish-German Marast, Wal-
ter Benjamin, opened his ‘One
Way Street’ (1928) by rejecting the
‘universal' form of books. “True
hterary actrvity” he famously
argued, was the domain of ‘minor forms:
“leaflets, brochures, articles, and placards™,
His own academic career had recently ended.
The examiners had found his dissertation on
(erman tragic drama to be so esoteric that he
was forced o withdraw his teaching applica-
tion for good. Meamwhile, inflation had toppled
his father's lucrative art dealership. Foreed to
fend for himself, Benjamin turned to joumal-
i1sm. Here, challenged by new constraints of
Weimar press (print and radio),
& ' he mpmvised an acutely come-
pressed literary style.

A cryptic aphorism in the
book's  opening  section
explains his tacties. One cannot
repair ‘turbines’ by pounng
machine ol all over them.
Instead, “one apples a littke to
hidden spindles and joints one
has to know”. ‘Little’ and *hid-

U ﬁ:ﬁgl:eﬁr ;ELI;E”E“ den' — there are no better key-
Penguin Random House. wonds for describing his endg-
Pages 06, matic  miniatures:  riddles,
705 parables, farytales, vipgnettes,

dreams, jokes,

A coollection of Benjamin's
writings, Unpaclkang My Library’, has been
included in Penguin Archive, asenes of 90 skim
‘classics’ 1ssued to celebrmate Penpuin's 90th
anmiversary, The small size and spare desipn
instantly evoke Benjamin’s miniatures, Yet
the book collects only his standard essays: o
book collecting, translation, photography, and
a short diary on hashish. The problem wath
these ‘cultured’ choiees 1sn't just ther forom-
laie nature. Along with the miniatures, they
also ignore the source of Benjamin's innova-
tiones | his ideas on ime and revolution.

Unhlike Social Democrmats and Stalinists,
Benjamin was never inspired by staple slo-
gans of ‘better future’ or ‘gradual progress’.
Instead he decried ‘progress’ asan essential-
Iy capitalist notion, who se contradictions had

found a logical esxcpression in Nax fascism.
His solutions were also equally audacious. If
orthodox Marasts planned to accelerate the
proverbial ‘tramn of progress’, Benjamin
worked to pull its ‘emergency brake”,

This is why Bengamin gravitated towards
such eccentric subjects. Book collectors, tran s-
lators, photographers — yes, but also ragpick-
ers, flaneurs, sexworkers. He was inspired by
therr penchant for rescuing outmoded com-
rmodities from the nubble of progress. Paralle-
Iy, he argued that, once ‘rescued from oblie-
1on, certain histoncal moments could tngger
an explosive ‘short dreuit’ between past and
present. This was a new kind of historical
materialism, influenced less by Lenin and
more by Jewish mysties,

For Benjamin, every moment — no matter
how banal or bleak — became a gateway
thmugh which the ‘Messiah' could enter His
oan compressed style was an atempt to spark
this ‘short circuit’, He wanted to saturate his
thinking with so much tension that his prose
might simulate conditions of a ‘revolutionary
standstll’. Even so, these adventures in phal os-
ophy never resolved into political blueprints.
Messiahs remained a poor substitute for con-
crete stratepy: Similary, histones of capitalism
were foo crcuitous to be reduced to shek
notions hke homogenous empty time’. There
were reasons though for Benjamin's detach-
ment from activism and political econony.

Stranded between Nazism and Stalinism,
his convictions could only find outlets in phi-
losophy. In fact, this was true for an entire gen-
eration of western Marasts, Benjamin's situ-
ationthough was uniquely precarious. Chased
by Bascists into encile across Ibiza, Nice, Svend-
borg and Paris, he finally committed suicide
while crmssing the Spanish borderin 1940,

Unpacking My Libmary’ nsks portraying
Benjamin as an innocuous ‘man of letters',
But this reveals only more about our own
word, where publishing conglomerates alone
determine the rules for ‘true literary activaty’.
This compressed ‘classie’ lacks the insurgent
spirit of Benjamin: he wrote in order to trans-
form the apparatus of publishing, not to sup-
ply content for it.

— The review er leaches al Deparbnent
of English al UCLA, California

ParTH JOsHI

today's age, when Uttarakhand's
Char Dham pilprimage has become a
high-speed spectacle — marked by
overcrowding, ecological strain and
requent disasters — ‘The Travels of
a Sadhu in the Hmalavas' by Jaladhar
sen offers a nostalgic retum to an ema of
quieter, more mirospective journeys, Tra
versing the sacred mountain paths was
once an act of endurance and self-discony-
ery, not comfort and convenience.
Origmally published In Bengalh as
Himalay' in 1900, the memoir 15 now
avallable in a fresh Enplish translation by
somdatta Mandal Sen (1360-1939), a poet,
editor and philanthropist, mse to promi-
nence durng the Bengal Renaissance.
Born into modest cdmumstances and
struck by a senes of family tragedies, he
turned to the Himalayas as a seeker
His reflections became proneenng trave
writing in Bengali, but his name remains
little known outside the region. This edi-
tion, therefore, serves both as an introduc
tion to his voice and as a reminder of what
pilgrimage in the Himalayas once meant.
Devotees set out on foot through npged
valbews and steep passes, not becauseit was
fashionable or convenient, but because
hardship was considered intrinsic to faith.
The very act of walking long distances,
endurnng cold nights and unpredictable
termin, became a form of devotion.
Today, the contrast could not be sharper
The Char Dham vatra has tumed into a
nish of vehides and helicopters, What was
once an arduous walk of faith 1s now pack-
aged as mass tounsm, leaving hittle space
for solitude or reflection. It is precisely this
loss that makes Sen's memoir so stiking,
Unhlike the herow accounts of explorers
who mapped new routes or scaled virgin
peakes, his story is not about conquest but
about encounter He was not a moun-
taneer or an adventurer in the modern
sense, He was, at heart, a wanderer who
used his time in the Himalayas to observe,
o question, to listen.
Sen's jpumey was challenping becau se

THE TRAVELS OF A SADHU IN THE HIMALAYAS
by Jaladhar Sen.
Speaking Tiger.
Pages 264, T499

it was undertaken with limited resounces
and ordinary human capabilites.

Written during the cdonial period. the
memoir alsootirs an Indian perspectiveon
the Himalayvan landscape and spirituality:
free from the orientahist gare that colours
many western travel accounts of the time.

The language 1s simple, vet suffused with
a quiet yriism. The mountaing are not
desmbed as obstaces to be overcome but
ascampanions that invite self-examination,
The silence of a trail. the pause by a river;
the plimpse of a shrine tucked 1n snow —
these moments serve less as scenery and
more as mirors to themind, Sen's aceount
speaks to anyonewho has ever sought clar-
ity inthe act of walking,

Written as a daily diary, the memoir car-
nes the hyvthm of slower journeys: the
dustof forgotten trails, the sound of termple
bells bome by wind, the intimacy of fleet-
g encounters along the way. There is no
rush to arrive, no pressure to cover ground
quickly. The value lies in the expenence
itself —in being changed by the landscape
rather than simply passing throughit

This book is a reminder that the
Himalayas arenotonly geography but also
philosophy, and that a pil pnmage is mean-
mgfil not because it 15 easy but because it
is transformative. Sen beckons readers to
sleny down and rediscover the inner jour-
ney that the mountains, in their silence,
still offerto those willing to histen.

— The revieweris an owldoor
enthusiost and clivnale expert

BACKFLAP

MISSING FROM THE HOUSE
by Rasheed Kidwai & Armbar
Kurmar Ghosh.
Juggemaut.
Pages 270.T595
Muslim women in India have been
vietims of societal prejudice, cultural
marginalisation, poltical-economic
alienation. In the political arena, too,
thev have remained far more invisi-
ble, historically, than women from
other communities. Through the
lives of some trailblazing parliamen-
tarians, this book uncovers the battles
they fought, not only to win elections
but also to challenge a political sys-
tem designed to keep them out.

UMBILICALLY YOURS
by Manisha Kanaria Lohia.
Rupa.
Pages 192, T505

An exploration of motherhood, this
book is rooted m cultural wisdom.
Montesson principles and spiritual
insights. Drawing from the values
s tilked in herby her famil v, theauthor
shares how long-held traditions, mind-
ful parenting and hobstic practices
shape the experience of raising a child.
The book tmaces her journey from
observing matherhood toexpenencing
its transformative power first-hand. It
aims to be a puiding ight for mothers
seeking to mise ther children with con-
seiousness, love and purpose,

THE DRAVIDIAN PATHWAY
by Vignesh Rajahmani.
Westland.
Pages 206 790

While the Dravidian socio-cultural
movermnent and the Dravida Munnetra
Karhagam, or DME have been wide-
Iy studied, the interplay between the
two has been largely neglected. This
book highlights the challenges of nav-
igating  eological commitments
within the constraints of political
pragmatism. The author explains how
iterations on the initial ideology and
political offermg can reinvigorate
siuch movements, keeping their poli-
tics agile, and importantly, incentnas-
ing inchisive policymaking.

Awomen-centric narrative of the Mahabharata

this pithy collection, K Srilata’s

poems serve as footnotes to theancient
‘Mahabharata', whose tales of love,
desire and war continue to be available

to us in various narratives, lanpuages,
genres and voices. Srilata’s poems allow us
to revisit women's lives inthe ‘Mahabhara
ta’, reminding us of the contemporaneity of
ancient myths and stones. The speaking
women in these poems display a fierce intel-
ligence through pain, anguish and pleasure.,
The Mahabharata', written in patriarchal
times. firmly ensconced women's lives in
the interstices of power dunng peace and
war Male lineage, disrupted by the deaths of
Shantanu's sons and PBhishma's oath
renouncing  conjugality and kingship,
remaing fraught mn the onginal text,
altheu gh the contestations to power contin-
ue unabated. In these poems, women protag-
onists articulate their desires and sorrows
through powerful lyrics. Drawing inspiraion

FOOTNOTES TO THE MAHABHARATA
by K Srilata.
Westland.
Pages 128 T350

from Bhyrappa's ‘Parva’, a retelling of the
Mahabharata', the poems are modelled on
‘Agananunt’ and Purananuru’ forms of
sangam poetrywritten in Tamil,

Srilata’s experiments with haiko podry(a
short poetic form compnsing the haiku, the
senryl and the haibun ) flesh outthe intimate
thoughts and conversations of the five pow-
erful wives of Kuru Vansh in a poetic tradi-

tion that for long sustamed male voices, All,
Draupadi, Gandhari and Kunti are from
mainstream roval faimilies, while Hidimba
belongs to a forest tnbe. The poems work
exceedingly well as all women speak aloud to
themselves or to a fnend, lover, or husband.

All, the first speaker, belongs to Madurai
and remains unknown in the abndged, tele-
vised or orginal versions of the epic. She isa
foundling, raised by the Pandyan king and
queen, Aguna seduces All as part ofhismas-
culine privilege and is aided by Krishna in
this subterfuge. Alli vesces her shock, pain
and anger, choosing to reipn in Madurai as
warrior queen. She does not travel to
Indmprastha as one of Aguna's trophy
wives, despite all the spite and chauvinism
directed at her These are the hooks and niffs
that Snlata’s poems provide, along with a
compelling foreword and originary history,
as women's voices, hitherto submerged,
oocupy the forepround.

Hidimbi's brother is killed and she is
daimed by Bhima. Despite her supportive

role in the Pandava household in the forest,
she 15 left behind while pregnant with Gha-
totkacha. Cruelly abandoned, she mises her
son and counsels him, continues to love Bhi-
ma, speaking highly of him, and accepts that
her son will be collateral damage. This is
Hidimba's lot. Yet she speakes truth to pow-
er, indicting Kunti and Yudhishtm for not
accepting her as fimily and Krishna for his
observation that her son is a demon who
miist be destroved. The reader shudders at
the xenophobia, racism and insensitvity as
Hidimbi quietly nps the bandages amound
the machinations of power. Unsupported
and solitary, she reveals shrewd intelligence
and dignity in the face of anpruish.
Draupadi, Euinti and Gandhari, princesses
not loved enough by ther natal famibies, are
inteligent and articulate. Kunti laughs at
Pandu's empty boasts and acknowledges
her forbidden mfatuation with Manit, while
Gandhari and Draupadi record the
moments of joy and trauma in their lives.
Gandhari recalls a happy adolescence, her

family's betrayal and the loss of her sons in
a senseless war. Dmupadi recalls her humil-
ation, her mtense friendship with Krishna,
her choosing Ajuna and the subsequent
anxieties over his newly-acquired wife Sub-
hadra, who is also Krishna's half-sister:

* Fhotnotes to the Mahabharta' reveals to
us the myriad ways in which women have
dealt with unequal situations. In ancient
times as well, the men in power were no
match for the women they sought to control.
Yet these women, who came from different
parts of the subcontinent, do not speak as
beleaguerad victims or survivors. Powerful
and confident in their own skin, they find
lowe, friendship and meaning in real workds
and communicate this through the intimate
nuances of poetry. They are resplendent
because they do not simply stand and wait
but plunge headiong mto whatever life
throws at them and live it fully, displaying
oourage and grace under pressure,

— The reviewer is professor of English
al SriVenkalesivara College, Delhi
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ESPITE the temptation to curse

Trump and the mess created by

our Election Commission over

SIR, T will write this week about

something that gave me pleasure.
The Book Rerww journal celebrated its golden
annversary to mark 50 vears of its existence
I've been an admirer of its contribution to the
world of books by its founders, Chandra Chari
and Uma Ivengar, who have brought it out in
spite of the challenges they faced. The event
attracted some of the finest minds from acade-
mia language studies, publishers, reviewers
and franslators,

The first day, devoted to exchanges between
publishers, reviewers and the new generation
ushers of Al and digital pubhshing, was myeting
for the ideas thrown up Thenextday was main-
ly devoted to translating India’s multiple lan-
puages into Enplish and other Indian lan-
guages, and the possibilities that beckon. A
recurnng concern was the receding public and
institutinnal support for journals that still ban g
us reviewsand news about new writers and writ-
ing. Dr Romila Thapar, in her nineties now and
almost wheelchamr-bound, was grven a round of
applause as she arrived. Hermind, I'm happy to
report, is as sharp aseverand still capable of rais-
ing questions that many of us forget to ask. She
had come, she said half-laughing, to be educat-
ed on Al, ChatGPT and the vast wordd of infor-
mation now available at the chick of a button.

While most of us are aware of the linethat sep-
arates academic writing fram editorials and pop-
ular public writing, we often forget to ask
whetheroneworld can be a blend of both ornot

This question becomes relevant today when
many yvoung scholars have taken to writing a
popular version of history that makes some
nervous about the iberties taken with interpre-
tation. Additionally, the digitisation of our
National Archives, Teen Murti Library, the
National Library among others, as well as the
speedy access o the Indian Statistical Institute
and the digital version of an academic pubhbca-
tion available on Kindle have changed the atti-
tude of respect for the sincere research that
many earber scholars put in.

Our pride in our own
mother tonguesis a
romantic yearning

If plagtansm, Dr Thapar said, was a cnme,
then is there something unethical also about
downloading someone else's work to modify it
into an easier lanpuage for the new reader of
today? The question is indeed something that
makes one think about academic rigour and
scholady commitment. The tightening of retail
trade in books and the dedining numbers of
those who visit bookshops 1s a undversal con-
cern. Retail trade and marketing, therefore, are
important inputs in publishing houses and
often dictate what should be published. regard-
less of any editonial hesitation, So, have books
become commodities, she asked? Sheepishly,
many had to admit that vanity publishing and
aggressive promoters are hereto stay. What their
growing presence will mean is another uncom-
fortable question left hanging,

The nesct day, devoted to tanslation, brought
another set of questions to ponder over Here
again, there are translators who concentrate on
creaivewriting, whileothers devote themsehoes
to bringing academic writing in European
{mainly English }languages to students in a van-
ety of Indian lanpuages, Tobe able to hear some

REFLECTIONS
Wiite choices for languages

of our finest translators expound on how what
was once a mainly personal, even whimsical,
choice became something much mare opens up
awhaole newworkd Gender studies, Dalit writers
and patriarchy are all off-shoots.

Even 20 years ago, translations were of second-
ary literary value and most were workes of dassice
writers: Premchand. Manto, Karanth and wnters
ofthat vintage Itis onlvinrecent vears that trans-
lations have come intotherr own and the awand of
the Intemational Booker Prize to two Indian
wirks ("Tomb of Sand’ by Geetanjali Shree and
Daisy Rodewell and ‘Heart Lamp’ by Banu
Mushtaq and Deepa Bhasthi) have put themina
spothight thatisencouraging othersto look afresh
at this poor relative of Indian publishing,

Translation studies are now a part of iterature
courses and havebrought someradical thinking
mto a hitherto desultory area of nterest, Teats
are now mined for the subtext of a work and
whatt language, vocabulary and perspective can
revenl, The interdisaplinary expansion of
teaching is an exciting field. Socology, ethnog-
rmphy, psychology and anthropology are now
entering a new dialogue. Above all, there is the
transformatve mednim of artificial intellipence
that a growing number of students are hooked
on to for submitting essays and tutonals.

All in all, I eame awsay very pumped up by all
these ideas and wondered why most speakers
made English translations so important when
India has such a diverse spectrum of languages
that have an impressive hiterary ancestryof their
owr. This growing obsession with ethnicity and
prde in regional cultural identities also gives
rise to snme of the most bitter political batthes.

Finally, a word of caution about the gobbling
gene in English that is going to slowly eat away
at the borders of our local languages. In the
word of digital democracy, more and more Indi-
ans are opting to educate their children in Eng-
lish medium schools. Our pride in our own
maother tonpues is aromantic vearning, but find
me the voung who can read and wnte in their
own bhiasha. I fear in a few more generations,
many languages may go the way of Sanskrit.

— Thewrileris a social commentobor

The path to tackling ego

E all, at some point, have an
exaggerated sense of our
own self. It's a universal
human eaxperience, We call it
egowhen we see it in others,
and term it self-worth when we look at our own
selves. Nowonderwe struggle to recopnise ego,
which 15 referred to as hawmat or hankar In
Punjahi. It is instructive to trace the word back
to the term ahankam in Sansknt, which is a
combination of ahem, which means ‘I', and
kam, which translates mto ‘doing” or ‘making.

Instead of recognising the all-pervasive pow-
er of the Divine, we, His creations, exaggerate
our dentity to the extent that we believe our-
sehves to be at the centre of the universe. Natu-
rally. this causes disconnect with the Divineand
leads to spiritual 1pnorance. Attachment to
worldly desres follows, and we confuse their
transience with permanence.

Most religions recognise the detnmental
nature of ego. There is almost universal agree-
ment that ego impedes spiritual development
and leads tose fish and immoral behaviour The
means of ackling it vary, depending on cultur-
al and religiou s perspectives.

In Japg: Sahth, Guru Nanak asserts: "Huka-
mat andor sabh ko, bachar hukam no
komNanak hukamai g bughat te hawmai kahot
nud foor. ™ (All are under His command., no one is
bevond it. O Nanak, one who understands His
commuand silences his ego).

Understanding the true nature of God leads to
the eclipse of ego. When you are self-aware, you
realise your true place in the universe and sub-

UNIVERSE
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sume yvour ego to the Divine, As Guru Nanak
says: “Egois a chronie disease, vet its cure 15
alsowithinit.”

The cure to ego 18 humility, a powerful force
that comes from truly following the Guru's
teachings, meditating, and performing sewa.

Self-awareness 15 the key to understanding
your true place in the cosmaos, and to keep your
epo in chedk. Let's recopnise that ego cannot
be truly eliminated; however, it can and must
be kept incheck. With self-awareness, you have
the power to manage vour ego and lead a more
fulfilling life.

As individuals grow, they accumulate expen-
ences and accomphshments, Unfortunately,
this often leads to anexplosion of ego, and they
become self-centred. Their vision is blinkered,
closing thetr minds and eves to reality. Conse-

quently, they are open o maya, or llusion.
Thinking of T' is a sure way of separating the
sol from the Divine, as also from other beings.
Theegois thus seen as the rootof suffering, The:
fove evils — duality, attachment, anger, preed
and lust — are atributable to it.

How does one go about tackling one's epgn?
The Gurus tell us that the cure 15 in humility.
Sikh religious practices lay enormous stress on
it. A follewer 15 expected to be humble in man-
ner and perform sewa. Indeed. sewa, or service
performed for strangers, is a central concept of
Sikh religiou s conduct. We see it manifested in
langar, where devotees cook bod, serve meals,
and clean the dishes,

In many gurdwaras, we see well-dressed peo-
ple polishing and deaning shoes: sewe that
shows their devotionto Sikh religious practices,
and theirhumility. Indeed. many devotees con-
sider their pilgnmage incomplete unkess they
have performed sewa in some form or another,

Understanding Gurbani and meditation s
also necessary to learn the proper place of
human beings in relation to God. Once that
realisation comes, ego 15 subsumed by knowl-
edge and the humility that results from it.

As the Gur says, we are all bomwith egn, and
only the person who realises the true nature of
God can truly escape ego. Let's recognise that
we are all strugpling to reach a goal that 1s far
away from us, Even as we realise it, we come
face to face with our mitations, and thus pene-
trate the self-sndulgent but tlusory wordd of
maye that draws a veil acmss our perception.

— The wriler is a journalist and author
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Face toface
with my father

SUKRITA PAUL KuMAR

ALWAYS thought my father

Joginder Paul, was like Khodu

Baba, a character from his story

‘Khodu Baba Ko Magbara’, who

walked across the bomders
between life and death so easily, When
he wmote his ‘Self Obituany’. he
dedared convineingly of having been
bom at least four times in his life in
four different eities; Sialkot, Nairobi,
Aurangabad and Delhi. When I'm told
his birth centenary vear commences
on his 100th bithday (September a),
this comes as a revelation of not
absence but vet another comeback,
with a difference. Indeed. a fresh per-
spectiveoftime and distance comes by
alongside. He passed away in 2016,
leaving behind a throbbing wordd of
characters and incidents in the parallel
world of his fiction.

After his demise, I divedinto that fic-
tional world, setting their dwellings in
order, secunng the stories in their oan
linpuistic domain, lending them their
permanent address as it weme, to stay
within their boundanes and vet dream
of flights outside. First, Ineeded to pro-
cure all the stones he wrote, the vol-
umes he published in Undu — he ney-
er could. or never cared to, organise or
conservehis ownwntings in one place,
In fact, I tred to even gather his beau-
titully handwritten drafts, lying scat-
tered in yvellowing paper in old half-
tom files, some from Nairobi tomes.

Meanwhile, the National Counacil for
the Promotion of Urdu accepted the
propasal to bring out his collected sto-
nes, currently being managed by the
scholar Abu Zaheer Rabbani, who has
been also oritically examining these
work s in Urdu. And then, the stones I
thought needed to take wings to other
languages through tmnslation for a
wider readership. Chandana Dutta
contributed immensely in consolidat-
ing a Reader and a monograph on my
father for Sahitya Akademi, in addi-
tion to editing a whole volume on him
for the “Writer in Context’ senes pub-
hshed by Routledge (UK.

And now, his characters, Deevane
Maulawv sab of ‘Khwabro’, Baba of
Nadeed’, Bhabho of the story Joada®
and even the grannies of ‘Dadiyan’
freely move around in at least three
lanpuapge domains — Enghish, Hindi
as well as in the Urdu original

I remember he often talked about
the autonomy of his chameters, who
carved out their own destiny and were
not merely puppets with stnings tied
to the author's will In one of his
afsaanche (short stories), when the
author does not allow his characters —
the two lovers — to marry each other,
they decide to elope, and several vears
later, they meet the author in another
story with therr children!

The upheaval of Partition had olwi-
ouslyvimpacted my father's conscous-
ness deeply. As awriter, the experience
stayved with him for the rest of his Life.
Off and on, he dug into it and brought
out different aspects through his sto-
nes such as Dera Baba Neanok’
Daryaon  Pyas’, TFokhtain®, Mele
Mulakatein’ and many others, inchid-
mg his acclaimed novel, ‘Khuwabro’,
They have all come together inan Eng-
lish translation as ‘Rivers of Thimst’,
published recently by Speaking Tiger

Often I am asked questions about
the hiterary legacy Tinherited from my

Joginder Paul (1925-2016) was bom
in Sialkot. His mother tonguewas
Punjabi, he did his MA in English
literature, which he taught until he
retired as the principal of a college in
Maharashtra, but Paul chose Urdu
for his creative expression.

father. Aruthless criticof not just liter-
ary production but someone who
upheld the highest standards of hon-
esty, hated pretentious behaviour and
who made no bones to condemn fraud-
ulence. .. I know for sure that these ame
the values I hope to uphold n litera-
ture as much as in life. Am Table to live
upto them, I don't know:

What I know is that any compro-
mise of these ideals brings up in my
mind the image of my father ready to
reprimand me. I do not have the
courage to defy them. Where I defied
him was in the choce [ made in writ-
ing poetry and painting, the two
forms of creative expression my
father did not indulpe in.

He abways nudged me to write short
stories but I didn't. I don't know if
that was because I shunned the likely
influence he could have had on my
writing. He was undoubtedly a very
powerful presence looming large over
the family in the entire household,
while I was fiercely protective of my
independence. On the otherhand, my
maother, whowas herself a popular pro-
fessor of literature, was a friend, a very
benign presence by my side always.
Whatever I'd wnte, do or create, I
would easily share with her. Not so
easywithmy father though. T was per-
haps afraid that he would overshadow
any creatvity I'd lay claim on.

The range of his imagnation, the
delicate thmb of his sensitvity to
human concems and his extraondi-
nary handling of the creative expres-
sion overawed me. I needed to con-
serve my own self needed the courage
to evolve my own apprehension of life
experience. But I know that whatever
[ got from him, came to me surrepti-
tiously, on some deep subconscious
plane, Even in my stirrings and reac-
tions to him, even though I built my
own struchires of thought and feeling,
the foundation I'm sure was provided
by him covertly, if not obviously.

Often, I have resonated with Syhvia
Plath’'s amhivalent relationship with
her father: onone hand, a remardcably
stmong intensity of love and on the oth-
er, resentment suffused with a deep
fear of control!

My dear father, vour birth centenary
vear empowers me with the essential
distance fromyourhaunting presence,
liberating me to find my own bearings
in omder to engage with you and your
writings with preater non-attachment.

— Thewriler is a poel, erilic
and amdemic

Ageing, decline and resilience in literary imagjnation

EVERAL wvears ago, when ny
prandmaother sought medical help
for her diminishing heanng, the
young doctor dismissed her cone
cem with a laugh. “Dear granny,
haven't vou listened enoupgh for an entire
Iifetime? It's fine if vou cant hear every-
thing at this age."” he sadd. For my grand-
mother, an eager oconversationalist, the
remark was far from amusing, More recent-
Iy, my 90-vear-old fatherin-law — an avid
reader troubled by weakening evesight —
wias similarly shrugged off by his regular eye
doctor Not one to be easily dismissed, he
went to another specialist who prescribed
new glasses, restonng to him the pleasure of
newspapers and evening news bulleins,

Both infidents reflect a larger reality: the
tendency o trivialise the concems of the eld-
ey, Such attitudes shrink the already limit-
ed spaces of activity available o them The
built envimonment compounds this exclhusion
— the absence of ramps or ratlings, the lack
of safe footpaths and technology desigmed
without consideration for agemg users, At
banks and public utility counters, the ederly
often persist with face-to-face transactions
not out of resistance to chanpe, but because
digital systems rarely meet their needs.

The literary imagination has long grappled
with questions of ageing, dedine and
resilience, At a literary festival, barey three
vears before her death at 90, Mahasweta
Dewt spoke of ageing with unflinching hon-
esty: “Was vesterday not full of a thousand
possibilities? That was the life! What has
changed since then? You feel weak, insipid,
a dreadful. debilitating listlessness worse
than malaria fever It is far, farworse. You are
alone.” Yet she tempered this starkness with
resibence: “The end of strength is not quite
afull stop. Nor is it the Last station where you
get affthe train, It is simply a slowing dewn,”

Ehushwant Singh, who delighted in the

epithet “dirty old man”, captured the blunt-
ness of ageing in his tademark candour;
“Old age is not pleasant; it buggers up your
life” His novel ‘The Sunset Club® (2010},
wntten at95, traces the Inves of three octo ge-
narian friends who meet daily at Delhi's
Lodhi Gardens. Raunchy vet reflective, the
novel eaxplores fading virility, friendship,
and the stubborn march of time. When onlby
one of them, Boota Singh, remains alive, he
camries on their ntual alone — a quiet affir-
mation of endurance.

Similary, Perumal Murugan's debut now-
el ‘Eru Tyl (Rising Heat) beautifully por-
trays urbanisationand its toll on familial tes,
espetally the abandonment of the elderly.

The emotional dimensions of the twilight

Ageing is never a singular
story. It can be indignity
or dignity, loneliness or

companionship

vears — loneliness, resibence, the persistence
of self — have been captured in Iterature
with varying shades of tendemess and sever-
ity. “An aged man i but a paltry thing/4 tat-
tered coat upon e stick,” laments WB Yeats in
‘Sailing to Byzantium’. Its famous opening
line, “That s no country for old men”, refers
toa world that he is not at peace with.

A more positive evocation of ageing can be
found in Hemingway's "The Old Man and
the Sea’. Santiago, the fisherman who has
not caught a fish for three months, ventures
into the sea with his voung apprentice,. San-
tiggo's wisdom and patience, sharpened by
experience, complement the bov's energy.
For him, catching the glant madin is not
merely a test of skill but an affirmation of
dipnity in old age. As Hemingway's famous
lineremindsus, A man con be destoyged, but
not defeated.”

Simone de Beauvoir's “The Comingof Age’
15 one of the most influential philosophical
meditations on growing old, challenging
readers toconfront not only socety's “orush-
ing" of eldethood, but also the unsettling
alienation from ther own ageing sebves, Bar
Beauvorr, old age 15 a socially constructed

reality shaped by exclusion and neglect. She
writes: “Society inflicts so wretched a stan-
dard of iving upon the vast majority of old
people that it is almost tautological to say
‘old and poor'.” Yet Beauvoir also explores
the esastential estrangement of ageing,
describing it as a confrontation with the
“Other” within: “Since it is the Other within
uswhois old, it is natural that the revelation
of ourage should come tous from outside —
from others. We do not accept it willingly,”

Underlining a culture that is youth
obsessed, actor Meryl Streep recalled how
shewas offered witeh roles because she was
oonsidered old at 40. “But the good thing
about getting older is that vou find vour
own way.. You have yvour own understand-
mg of yvourself, and that's what vou're
going to count on,” says Streep,

Ageing, therefore, 1s never a smgularstory.
It can be ndignity or dignity, loneliness or
companionship, decline or renewal. What
rutters, finally, 15 whether we recognise in
old age not the end of vitality but another,
equally human, form of it.

— The wrilerisa Bengaluru-based
conbribulor
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Diamond jubilee of the Indo-Pak war is an opportunity to reflect onthe geopolitical shifts and new dynamics of warfare

60 YEARS
AFTER 1965

Vijay MoHan

URING the monsoon season

of 1965, foot soldiers plodded

and tanks rumbled acmss the

plains of north-west India,

Largely reminiscent of battles
in the Second World War as the country
went mto its first full-scale war with arch
rival Pakistan, after the localised conflict in
Kashmirin 194748

Sy vears later, amidst complex power
dynamics surging acmss the globe, the two
neghbours engaged in a brief but intense
threeday miltary confrontation in May
Operation Sindoor achieved India’s military
ohjectives of stnking multiple targets deep
inside Pakistan as well as neutmlised enenmy
attacks, There were no visible boots on the
borders, nor did tanks enss<cmss the front-
lines — mstead, operations were conducted
in the skies, The subcontinent had never
seen anyvthing like this before.

As the nation commemorates the dia-
mond jubilee of the 1965 warin September,
it is time to reflect on the peopolitical shifts
impacting the Indian subcontment, and
the way the nature of warfare has changed
and evobred.

From conventional operations involving
thrusts by the infantry and armoured corps
with some air support, the spectrum of war-
fare today is technology-driven and multi-
domain, involving not only predsion mili-
tary strikes but also sub-conventional,
asymmetncand hybridoperations, informa-
tion and psychological warfare, remotely-
operated artificial intelligence systems amd
nebwork-centne operations, involving real-
time flow of information across operators
and decision-makers. Added to this 15 the
presence of nuclear weapons.

Compared to today, in 1965, the war-fight-
ing equipment, communications, methods
of information gathenng and tools for dea-
sion-making were almost mdimentary,
Armmies relied on basie mfrastructure for a
hierarchical flowof information and the abil-
ity of pround forees to strike targets was hm-
ited to the mange of their artillery puns.
Mobilisation of troops from ther peace loca
tions to the fronfline took several days. Tac-
tical imtellisence was pnmarily through
human resources or recce flights.

The nature of warfare saw little change in
the 1971 India-Pakistan war. Large-scale
mobilisation of troops, intensive engage-
ments between opposing infantry and
armoured formations and strategic attacks
in theenemy’s hinted and by the Ar Foree or
cross-border raids by the Specal Forces
marked the 1965 and 1971 wars.

Such mulitary thinking continued till
Orperation Parakram m 200102, when there
was large-scale mobilisation along the
entire Indo-Pak border in the wake of the
terrorist attack on Parhament in December
2001. It took about two week s for troops and
their equipment to be deployed to opera-
tional Incations,

That was the last time the Indian Army

undertook such a massive mobilisation
along the western borders. The dwback of
such an exercise led to a doetnnal rethink,
resulting in the formulation of the Cold Start
Doctrine and later in the concept of integrat-
ed battle groups.

Cold Start mvobved rapid, limited conven-
tional military operations against Palastanin
response to provocations such as terronst
attacks or cmss-border aggression, without
escalating to fullscale war or tnggering

Between 1971 — the lastmajor convention-
al warin the subcontinent — and the shift to
a pmactive strategy in the early 20005, sever-
al events occurred that had a pmofound
mmpact onthe history, sodo-economices, diplo-
mary and geopolitics of the subcontinent,
some of which were charmadtenstic of Pak-
istan’s deep-moted animosity towards India
andits recurnng attempts to foment trouble

Terronsm in Punjabin the 1980sand insur-
gency in Jammu and Kashmir in the eady
19905 stand out. Both states witnessed a
hegvy loss of Iives and an adverse economaice
mmpact. The assassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi in 1984, under whose leader-
ship India had liberated Bangladesh in 1971,
was a fallout of terronsm.

Perhaps the most profound event to alter
the strategic landscape was India conduct-
g nuclear tests at Pokhrmn in May 1998,
These tests marked India’s emergence as
a declared nuclear weapons state, reshap-
mg its strategic posture and regional
dynamics in accordance with emerging
security challenges,

A few days later; Pakistan tested its own
nuclear devices. This resulted in an enwi-
mnment of mutual deterrence, with the
premise that it lowered the risk of a conven-
tional war between India and Pakistan,
While India adopted a no-first-use stance,
Pakistan did the opposite, claiming that it
would employ nuclear weapons first if its
red lines were crossed.

It was the umbrella of nudear weapons
that emboldened Pakistan to intensify its
proxy war and sub-conventional operations
against India, supporting intrusions, terror-
ism and social destabilisation, even though,
by all accounts, it teeters on the brink of eol-
lapse. India, on the other hand, has surged
ahead economically and technologically:

The 1999 Kargl conflict should also be
viewed through this prism. Many experts
believe that it was the nudear shadow that
oonstrained India from escalating opera-
tions beyvond the Line of Control { LoC) in the
Karpgil sector. Pakistan has, ever since, con-
tinuedto keep the LoC active, with reports of
finng coming in now and then.

This period was also marked by India's
ballistie missile programme gaining speed.
The Prithwi was test-fired in 1988, while the
Apni demonstratortook flight in 1939, Since
then, different versions of these missiles,
alongwith a host of other missiles capable of
carrving nudear warheads over several
thousand kilometres, have been developed.

Meanwhile. China — silent since the 1962

IS COMMERCE DRIVING
CLIMATE CRISIS? E

The heawy loss of lifeand extensive damage inJammu
regjon may bethe result of unchecked development

ARJUN SHARMA

LASH floods and landslides have left
atrmilof death and destruetion in the
Jammu region within a span of 12
days, throwing up tmoubling ques-
tions that need urgent answers. Of
the nearly 140 persons who lost their ves, most
were pilgnms. The pathways to the Machail
Mata temple in Kishtwar and Vaishno Devi
shnne in Reasi tumed into sites of tragedy.

On August 14, a large proup of pilgrims, mostly
from Jammu region, gathered at a community
kitchen in Chosoti, the last motorable village for
the Machail Mata Yatra, when a cloudburst trig-
gered a flash flood that brought with 1t massive
slush and boulders. Dozensgot trapped. As many
as 65 bodies have been recovered so far while 32
are still missing and feared dead.

On Aupgust 28, 34 persons died when a land-
shde struck near Ardhkuwari, en mute to the
Vaishno Devi shrine, following heavy minfall

Torrential mins across Jammu tnggered flash
floods inseveral districts, induding Doda, where
four more persons died a couple of days back.

Experts say while the Kishtwar incident was
a highly localised one, the Vaishno Dewvi

tragedy occurred due to a rare weather phe-
nomenon, cou pled with loose soil and rocks in
the Trikuta hills. Sonam Lotus, a scientist with
the India Meteorological Department (IMD),
Leh, says, “The Jammu region witnessed inter-
action between westem disturbance s and maon-
soon currents from the Bay of Bengal, Com-
bined, these factors caused very heavy rain.”

In Kishtwar, there was intense rainfall with-
in a short duration. “Whenever there 15 heavy
rainfall in mountainous areas, it trigpers flash
floods in catchment areas,” says Lotus. “The
frequency of flash floods has increased. There
15 a need for immediate action on the pround
wheneverthe IMD issueseadywarnings hike it
did this time. Construction in floodplamns is
another reason why houses are beingdama ged
due to the flooding. In the months of July-
Aupgust, people should remain on high alert.”

The Kishtwar administration and the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
have driawn eriticism because the IMD and the
J&K Disaster Management Authonty had
1ssued weather-related alerts well in ad vance,
Despite prior waming, pilgrims were still
allowed to proceed.

The National Conference-led J&K govem-

Che Tribune

I——_--h-ltﬁ
-!In:'l—l--lq—p._

g 5 Fom

e =t

FRERE SRRITALG AR |

L L TEE T |
T aED

whalli, aniyDe,

LT SToe

e W F ol R
frrere

BOTH SIDES AGREE TO |
CEASE-FIRE |

S. Council Extends Deadline |

For Implemen tation |
A GREAT DAY FOR UNITED
NATIONS, SAYS GOLDBERG

INDO-PAKISTAN WAR COMES TO AN END

CEASE-FIRE

PM. ANNOUNCES
‘ Stress On Need To

THE TRIBUNE, 23 SEPTEMBER 1965

Since the 1965 war, the battle space has changed. From soldiers and tanks charging across
frontiers, it is now dominated by niche technologies and automation. Long+ange missiles,
unmanned drones, sate llites, digitised networks providing real-time situational awareness,
and information warfare through cyberspace have become central to military operations.

borderconflict tll the 2000s, barnng isolated
confrontations on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) ke that at Sumdorong Chu in 1987 —
began becoming belligerent and aggressive.
From the mid-2000s, its transgressions
across the LAC imcreased and face-ofts with
Indian troops became more frequent and at
times violent, involving scu ffles and the use
of non-lethal weapons,

The rapidly growing Chinese economy
provided ballast for its aggression.

Its actions, mirrored in other parts of the
world like the South China Sea, are backed
by its huge strides in economic, echnologi-
cal and infrastructural domains,

The most senous incident occumred in
2020 in the Galwan vallev, when China
made several incursions into Indian tern-
tory in eastern Ladakh, in which several
soldiers on both sides lost therr lives, A
massive bulld-up of troops followed; the
standoff continued till 2024, when troops
disengaged at most places.

The continuous enhanced deplovment of
troops at places and at heights as never
before, accomding to defence officers, is now
the new normal in the securnty caleulus.

Two other notable events also marked
India's changing approach to terrorism. The
first was the wide-mnging surgical strikes
across the LoC, when Special Forees hit sev-
eral terronst camps inside Pakistan-occeu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) in September 2016, in
response to a terrorist strike on an Indian
Army camp at Uri that killed 17 soldwers.

The other was an airstnke by the Indian
Air Force at a terrorist camp at Balakot in
Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa, west of Po, m Feb-
ruary 2019, after a suwiade car bomber
killed 40 CRPF personnel at Pulwama in
Jammu and Kashmir

Operation Smdoor was retribution for a
termorist attack at Pahalpam that klled 26
personsin April. It put the stamp on India's
doctnnal shift from stratepic restmint and

cautious response to deterrence by punish-
ment through a proactive strategy and swift
military action,

The initial phase of the operation
marked India carryving out predsion
strikes at several terrorist camps deep
across Pakistan, hitting tarpgets in main-
land Punjab — marking terrorist infra-
structure in Muridke and Bahawalpur —
for the first time since the 1971 war.

Pakistan responded with a barmage of mis-
sile and drone attacks atnumerous places n
India, from Bammulla o By — all were
effectively neutralised. In retalistion, the
Indian Air Foree camied out precision strikes
at 11 stratepic sites in Pakistan, ncluding @i
fields, dmne bases and airdefence sites, The
targeting of the Nur Khan base, close to Pak-
1stan's strategic and nuclear command, s
said to have tilted the direction of the con-
flict. Pakistan sued for peace.

The enormous significance of these opera-
tions must be underlined. They showeased
new-age warfare that i 1965 would have
been considered stuff of a feverish imagina-
tion — involving air power, electmnic war-
fare drones, loiter munitions and missiles m
a dipgital environment backed by satellite-
based communication and survelllance sys-
tems which provided real-time seamless
inter-service intepmation and coordmation.

India hit its targets inside Pakistan from
within its own terntory. There was no face-to-
face combat. Alongside, information and dis-
infbrmation campaigns onsocial medi were
mounted to change perceptions both inside
the country and abmad.

[t was also for the first time that the Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960, whach lays the frame-
work for utiisation of waters from nvers
flerwing from India into Pakistan, came into
active play. India suspended the treaty, not
only depnving Pakistan of erucial hydrolog-
ical data on water levels, but also enabling
India to construct more power projects and
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water-storage facilities on rivers in J&E

Notably, the China-Pakistan nesus also
came to the fore m this operation. China, the
major supplier of weapons to Pakistan and
a diplomatic supporter at international
forums fordecades, provided real-timeintel-
ligence inputs as well as missiles to Pak-
1stan's air force,

India's own military capabilities have
undergone a sea-change since 1965. At the
time, India had poimanly redied on the erst-
while Soviet Union for its tanks, asmaments
and fighter jets— as much as 80 per cent of
India’s defence equipment was imported.
The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991-02
forced the governmment to overhaul its own
public sectordominated defence industry
which had hitherto been restricted to low-
technology iterns or manufacturing foreign
equipment under hcence,

A ‘Make in India’ mindset, before PM
Mid: came o power and after, has meant far
gregter forus on indigenous research and
development, and the increasing partiipa-
tion of the private sector in producng war-
ships, helcopters, fighter aireraft, artilbery
puns, missiles, communication equipment
and electronic warfare suites. Domestic
manufacturing now accounts for 65 per cent
of India's defence equipment — even
though larger defence svstems, hke the
Rafale fighter jets, continue to be imported

sixty years after 1965, strategic excperts say
the global secunty matrix willonly get more
complex. Beyond building up military capa
hility, India must strengthen s economic
and seientific sectors and ensure social har-
mony and infernal secunty:,

Compared to
today's
standards, in
1965, the
warfighting
equipment,
methods of
information
gathering
and the tools
for decision-
making were
rudimentary.

Ac:mrdmgtﬂ experts, increasing human activities in ecologicallyfragile areas are speling doom. Fn

ment and the Congress have sought answers
from J&K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha, who 1s
chairman of the SMVDSEB, about the admins-
tration's failure to save lives. Sinha has set up
a three-member panel to mquire into the rea-
sans behind the landslide.

A statement by SMVDSE said the location
where the disaster took place was near Inder-
prastha Bhojanalaya on theold track. “This is one
of the safest locations. However, nature's fury
struck mn the form of a sudden severe cloudburst
in this stretch of 50 metres, which tnggered a
massive landslide at 240 pm. It was unpre-
dictable and unforeseen. No such event of land-
glide has ever been recorded in this area” it sad.

Arcording to a study by the National Institute
of Rock Mechanics (INIRM), 24 potential land-
shdes inshooting stone-prone areas were iden-
tified by the SMVDSE engineers with the help
of NIRM in 2010, both along the old and new

pathways. “A topographical survey for 24 shde-
prone locations had been carried out by HT-
Kanpur, while geological investigations were
conducted by IIT-Roorkee,” the study revealed.

However, some experts pomnt towards the
increasing human activities in ecologically-frag-
ile areas in the region. Multiple projects have
either been completed orare under construction
near the Vaishno Devi shnne to cater to the
increasing nush of pilgrims. Construction of
roads, hydro-power dams and other projects has
led tofrequent landslides across J&RK

Dr Yudhbir Singh, Associate Professor
Department of Geology, University of Jammu,
saysthe recent incidents, specifically the one in
Kishtwar, were not mandom events. “These are
a direct consequence of a combination of natu-
ral processes and human activities.”

Dr Singh, an expert inlandshde analysis, says
the prmoblem s petting worse because of

unplanned construction, deforestation and other
factors, which are impacting the fragile ecosys-
tem of mountains,

Even Jammu aty witnessed nature’s fury, with
at least two bridges on the Jammu-Pathankot
National Highway and one on Tawi river getting
damaged due to the flooding of rivers and other
streams. Waters of Thwi entered many homes
after it erossed the danger mark.

Statin gthat Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and J&K are now prone to glacial lake outburst
floods and doudbursts, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has called for consultation with
experts for risk mitigation.

Environmentalists, however, insist that the
incidents are a result of haphazand development
that 15 taking place to increase the toun st and pal -
gnm footfall. Anmaol Ohn, founder of NGO Chi-
mate Front, says the chmate erisis being wit-
nessed In Jammu region 1S manmade.

Arcording to Ohri, the Thwi riverfront beautifi-
cation project 15 a major 1ssue of concern as its
barrage is 50-metredeep. “The areas that suffered
damage in Jammu were close to where the bar-
rage ends, Due to the mtensity of the gushing
waters of Tawi, it breached residen tial areas. Ran-
bir Canal was a saviour as it diverted some water
outside the aty,” he points out.

Ohri laments that the government's focus 1s
only on economic progress, not on climate-
resihent development. “Pilgrimages are being
commerdalised for profit. There is no focus on
the carrving capacity of pilgrimage sites. The
imfrastructure should be dimateresilient,
drainage should be smart, illegal infrastructure
should be mapped. so that early waming can be
155ued inthese areas,” he says.

The administration alone cannot tike the bur-
denof dimate change, all stakeholders are equal-
Iy responsible, Ohri stresses,




TARIFF THREAT:
CALL CMS MEET
TO PROPEL REFORMS

HE WhatsApp Universe is caught in a spicy tizzy. Last

year, the forwards industry was busy propagating prayers

and a havan for Donald Trump’s re-election and a boycott

of Chinese goods. This week, as the India-China détente

unfolds in Tianjin, touch-screen warriors trashing Trump
are in a bind whether Chinese goods are kosher or not.

Beyond the outrage and the compulsions of binary jingoism,
the fact is that the answer to the “unfair, unjustified and unrea-
sonable” tariffs imposed by Trump is strengthening the domes-
tic economy. The chasm between reality and potential is littered
with systemic burdens imposed on the economy. Making India
competitive demands wholesale reforms—of laws, taxation,
permissions and compliances.

The tariff threat merits a national response—for a meeting
of chief ministers chaired by the Prime Minister to put re-
forms on the clock. Why the states? As N T' Rama Rao said in
the 1980s, ‘Every square mile of India is ruled by states.” The
1991 reforms dismantled licence raj, but left a permission raj
intact. The power to liberate factor productivity for boosting
growth is vested with the states.

The idea is wrapped in cautionary caveats. It cannot be yet
another Vigyan Bhavan photo-op. India must leverage the scale
of its economy. What is it that states do to accelerate the virtu-
ous cycle of investment, jobs, income and consumption growth?
Typically, the discourse gets wrapped in performative plati-
tudes. The agenda has to be pre-
baked and must be about trimming
the costs imposed on the economy.

The political class has invested in
vote guarantees. Ergo, how about
the states presenting their ideas and
three changes they guarantee to
usher in? For instance Tamil Nadu,
along with Karnataka and Gujarat,
is able to compete for global invest-
ments. Can these states present and
share their best practices?

The rigidities in labour laws cor-
rode the promise of enlarging man-
ufacturing’s share in GDP to 25 per-
cent. In 2015, the Centre held
consultations with states. By 2020, parliament modified laws on
wages, industrial relations, safety and social security. In 2025,
the new code is stranded as states are yet to adopt it and frame
rules. Will states agree on a deadline to adopt and frame rules?

Enterprises wade through a plethora of registrations to set
up business. Will states collaborate and agree on a common in-
teroperable number visible across ministries? Entrepreneurs
must get between 30 and 110 clearances to set up a manufactur-
ing unit, a hotel, hospital or a power plant. Once set up, the
businesses must survive regulatory cholesterol of thousands of
compliances and the swamp of inspector raj. How about doing
a flow chart of the permissions for a new national template?

Trump’s tariffs threaten the very viability of exporters and
livelihoods of employees producing shrimps, gems and jewel-
lery, garments. Perhaps states such as Andhra Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan have ideas and
can present a plan to ensure their survival.

India is a major exporter of solar equipment to the US and
tariffs threaten its viability. The complexities of supply chain and
tariffs could render them a casualty. A TeamLease Regtech report
reveals renewable energy projects require 799 unique compli-
ances. States can promise to clean up the regulatory mess in the
domestic rooftop solar adoption to enable their survival.

There is much hope resting on the promise of ‘next genera-
tion’ GST reforms to be defined at the GST Council meeting in
September. There are murmurs of loss of revenue—even if GST
is often used as an ‘MSP’ for governments to fund populism. Can
states agree on minimum definitions—redress the ills of an in-
verted duty structure where inputs are charged higher than the
output? Must GST on yarn be more than fabric and garment?

Sure, programmes require funds. States are vested with sur-
plus lands and can follow asset monetisation plans. There is
much debate about central public sector undertakings and little
about the state of state PSUs. How about a white paper on
which state owns what and how well or poorly they are doing?
The Comptroller and Auditor General’s reports reveal the rot
and erosion of public wealth. Is this sustainable?

The emerging spectre of disruptions underlines the need for
funding skilling and re-skilling. Nobody quite knows the quan-
tum of funds lying in the labour welfare funds managed by
states. Can states reveal how these are being used? A recent
information request revealed that cess worth %70,744.16 crore
collected from workers and employers for the welfare of con-
struction workers is lying unused with the states. Worse, these
funds are being diverted for other populist purposes.

Social media is replete with counsel on crisis-driven change.
Indeed, my 2012 book Accidental India chronicles the phenom-
enon of India’s crisis-led transformation. There is an entrenched
belief that Delhi holds the key for change. The necessary and
sufficient conditions for change depend on context. The agenda
must focus on equipping India’s economy to sustain in a world
where the rule-based order is unravelling into uncertainty.

India’s lament for decades is not about what could not be
done, but what could be done and yet was not. The aspiration
for a Viksit Bharat rests on what is done now. So that GenNext
can croon, like the Huntrix girls in ‘KPop Demon Hunters’,
“When darkness meets light, this is what it sounds like.”

THE THIRD EYE

SHANKKAR AIYAR
Author of The Gated Republic, Aadhaar:
A Biometric History of India’s 17 Digit
Revolution, and Accidental India
(shankkar.aiyar@gmail.com)
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HERE are voices that wound and
voices that heal. Some speak
merely to vilify, while others at-
tempt to speak to the soul of a
nation. Mohan Bhagwat, the sar-
sanghchalak of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, belongs to
the latter category—an unassuming pa-
terfamilias whose quiet humour and
classy candour reflect the organisation’s
long-cultivated ethos: restraint, rooted-
ness, and an unbroken belief in Bharat’s
historic cultural continuity.

Last week, his day-long lecture series
at the centenary celebrations of the
RSS at New Delhi’s Vigyan Bhawan car-
ried a symbolic weight: a reminder that
the RSS, founded in 1925 by Keshav Ba-
liram Hedgewar, is not just a social ex-
periment, but a cultural force prepar-
ing for its second century. For the first
time in its history, the RSS chief fielded
over 200 audience questions on lan-
guage, Hinduism, secrecy, population,
technology, and caste reservations—
that he supports reservations until
communities themselves feel other-
wise, and that ‘Hindu’ is someone who
identifies as Bharatiya and is rooted in
Indian culture. One point is not negoti-
able: infiltrators must be deported. All
regional languages, he said, are nation-
al languages, while imposing a foreign
one is unacceptable.

He threw open RSS offices and sha-
khas to critics, urging them to see
firsthand, instead of clinging to preju-
dice. In a pointed move against what he
called a leftist-driven anti-RSS ecosys-
tem, Bhagwat even suggested “Hum do,
hamari teen”—not “do”—as a liberal,
but culturally conscious approach to
population policy. The message was
blunt: the Sangh is not an enigma. Step
inside and see it for yourself—or aban-
don the manufactured narrative.

The timing of this outreach is criti-
cal, as it coincides with a sustained po-
litical assault led by Rahul Gandhi,
whose critiques have intensified since
2018. Gandhi has repeatedly accused
the RSS of undermining India’s plural-
istic ethos, alleging it seeks to impose a
homogenous Hindu identity and exerts
undue influence over the BJP. His re-
marks, including calling the RSS a
“threat to India’s secular fabric”, have
galvanised opposition narratives, par-
ticularly during election cycles.

While earlier criticisms of the RSS by
Congress leaders like Jawaharlal Ne-
hru and Indira Gandhi eventually
waned, Rahul Gandhi’s persistent ti-
rade has prompted the RSS to adopt a
proactive, confrontational approach. By
inviting opposition leaders and engag-
ing with minority communities, includ-
ing Muslims, Chris-
tians,and Buddhists,
the RSS aims to dis-
mantle the percep-
tion of exclusivity.

The scale and am-
bition of this the
flagship event—100
Years of Sangh Yat-
ra: New Horizons—
saw about 2,000 par-
ticipants including
diplomats from over
50 countries such as
the US, UK, Germa-
ny, Japan, Saudi
Arabia, and UAE,

wat’s formulation of ‘belongingness’ as
the Sangh’s core principle recalls an
older Indian philosophical tradition:
that the self is not isolated, but always
situated within a larger whole. He
draws from the ‘Vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam’ trope—Hindu thought is not
sectarian, but universal. He framed
Hinduism as rooted in inclusivity and
mutual respect across communities.
History shows that institutions evolve
under pressure. Just as Ashoka, after
the Kalinga war, redirected imperial
power into a moral enterprise, the RSS
is recasting itself as a reconciliatory
force, not a polarising one.

RSS articulation of ‘Panch Parivar-
tan’—social harmony, family enlighten-
ment, environmental awareness, self-
hood, and citizen’s duties—resonates
with older Indian frameworks of dhar-
ma. Unlike Western
political categories
that separate reli-
gion, state, and soci-
ety, Indian philo-
sophical tradition is
the ethical, social,
and cosmic as an in-
terwoven entity.
Bhagwat’s empha-
sis on environmen-
tal stewardship re-
frames climate
change not merely
as a technocratic
challenge, but as a
dharmic responsi-

whose presence un-

derscores interna-

tional interest about the RSS’s role in
shaping India’s ideological currents as
a global power. The BJP allies were con-
spicuously present. So were some Con-
gress leaders, but a no-show by Rahul
Gandhi showed an unwillingness to de-
bate than accuse.

The exercise covered 17 thematic cat-
egories, from youth entrepreneurship
to national security and cultural iden-
tity, aiming to project the RSS as a
broad-based, inclusive force to foster
grassroots connections, ensuring that
the message of unity permeates rural
and urban India alike.

For decades, the RSS remained an
inward-looking cadre movement, fo-
cused on shakhas and discipline. Now,
it presents itself as an interlocutor in
the global marketplace of ideas. Bhag-

PTI  bility in continuity
with Vedic injunc-
tions about harmony between purusha
(human) and prakriti (nature).
Bhagwat’s defence of tariffs as a
means of protecting Indian farmers was
not couched in policy language, but
linked to the principle of swa—the au-
tonomous refusal to surrender to alien
systems of thought or commerce. This
nationalist vocabulary situates trade de-
bates in the same lineage as swadeshi, a
reminder that economic sovereignty
has always been central to Indian na-
tionalism. Yet, for all its philosophical
appeals, the RSS remains under ideo-
logical scrutiny of its ‘woke’ and ‘secu-
lar’ foes. Critics, including Rahul Gan-
dhi, have portrayed the RSS as a hardline
Hindu nationalist organisation that
marginalises minorities and promotes
a monolithic cultural agenda.

Even a room which must be
dark needs at least a crack of
light to know how dark it is

Louis
Kahn

Bhagwat’s words carry weight not
just for the movement, but for India it-
self. If its first century, the RSS was
about consolidation and control; its sec-
ond may well be about interpretation
and dialogue. In a world where civilisa-
tional states are reasserting them-
selves—China with Confucianism, Rus-
sia with Orthodoxy, the Islamic world
with pan-umma narratives—the RSS
seeks to position Hinduism not as dog-
ma but as a global philosophy of belong-
ingness. Ultimately, the philosophical
question the RSS poses is: can a cultur-
al identity anchor a modern nation-
state without erasing its plural voices?
History teaches that civilisations en-
dure when they can absorb contradic-
tion, not when they erase it. If the RSS
can sustain dialogue with its critics, en-
gage minorities as participants, and
solve its own internal fissures of caste
and language, it could transform itself
into a truly integrative force.

In this sense, the centenary campaign
is not just an organisational exercise,
but a meditative experiment. It asks
whether the word ‘Hindu’—which once
meant simply the people of the Indus—
can be rearticulated as a universal
ethos of kinship in the 21st century. As
the RSS moves into its second century,
it should sustain its inclusive approach,
ensuring minority voices are not just
invited but actively heard. It must ad-
dress internal issues about caste and
regionalism, and foster a truly pan-In-
dian identity. By leveraging digital plat-
forms, the organisation can amplify its
message to younger audiences, counter-
ing misinformation while promoting
its vision of ‘belongingness’.

Finally, it should engage construc-
tively with critics like Rahul Gandhi,
using dialogue to bridge divides rather
than entrench them. When Bhagwat
threw open RSS offices and shakhas
for others to see, the message was
about transparency—we are Bharat
and have nothing to hide. Step inside
and see for yourself, or abandon the
manufactured narrative. The true
measure of this centenary is whether
a villager in Bastar, a student in Ali-
garh, or a worker in Chennai feels fra-
ternity together. For India, the ques-
tion endures: can we build unity
without erasing difference? The RSS’s
response will shape not just its own fu-
ture, but the destiny of Bharat itself.

WHOSE MOVIES ARE THEY ANYWAY?

OPINION
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AMESH Sharma’s 1986 film,
New Delhi Times, is often cited
as the best Hindi film on media
and on the dubious linkages be-
tween politics, business, crime
and corruption. The story of an
honest journalist, Vikas Pande
(Shashi Kapoor) who finds himself in an
ethical quandary for having been used
unawares by the shady political estab-
lishment, New Delhi Times won three
national awards—for the best debut film,
actor and cinematographer. However, it
proved too hot to handle in its times by
the distributors and Doordarshan for its
portrayal of political assassination and
instigation of riots, leading to several
disruptions to its screenings.

Its recent official reappearance on-
line has also proven to be contentious
because of the voluntary censorship of

content by the platform shemaroome.
com, that too without having taken the
filmmaker into confidence. Another of-
ficial print on the YouTube channel
called Kapoors of Bollywood has since
been taken down.

The self-censorship can be interpreted
as a sign of the film’s continued perti-
nence in speaking truth to power. The
touchiness highlights the fact that little
has changed since the 1980s when it
comes to locating threat perception in
our popular culture. Most weirdly, some
changes appear to have been done to sup-
posedly bring it on par with the current
finesse in image-making and HD quality
visuals, but make it lose out cloddishly
on its narrative integrity and soul.

While the original was 121 minutes
long, the new version streaming online
has arun time of 114 minutes. “It shows
an absence of moral compass. It’s unfair
tome,” says Sharma of the arbitrary de-
letion of seven to eight minutes of the
film and the random, inexplicable med-
dling with the technical and artistic as-
pects in the guise of remastering.

He has unlikely company in Aanand L
Rai, whose 2013 hit Raanjhanaa also
found itself getting maimed recently at
the hands of producer-distributor Eros
International with everyone’s favourite
new toy, artificial intelligence. For the re-
release of the film’s Tamil-dubbed ver-
sion, Ambikapathy, Eros altered the cli-
max, using Al to generate an alternative

happy ending where the hero Kundan
(Dhanush) survives, drawing criticism
from both the director and Dhanush.

Rai called it “unauthorised” for not
taking him or the creative team into
confidence. Calling it reckless and dis-
respectful in an Instagram post, Rai
wrote: “To cloak a film’s emotional leg-
acy in a synthetic cape without consent
1s not a creative act. It’s an abject be-

Q

New Delhi Times and Raanjhanaa
were altered by the films’ rights-
holders before their official re-release.
The original creative teams were not
even consulted. It raises questions of
copyright and artistic fidelity

trayal of everything we built.”
Dhanush felt that the alteration had
set a bad precedent by “stripping the
film of its very soul”. Such a problem-
atic use of AI wouldn’t just threaten the
integrity of storytelling in the present
and the future but will be a danger to the
past, the “legacy of cinema” as well.
Eros contends it’s legally on the right
side and that its attempt was not to deni-
grate the original but to use the new
technology to offer a fresh experience to

anew audience, and that it’d be similar-
ly reintroducing other classics as well.

Beyond the issues of censorship, poli-
tics, technology and sheer callousness,
these two examples raise the vital ques-
tion of the lopsidedness in the owner-
ship of a cinematic creation. While, the
makers—the director, writer, actors,
technicians—appear to have no say in
something that they themselves con-
ceived and created, the copyright-own-
ing producers/distributors are merrily
meddling away on their own. Why
should commercial rights lend them an
upper hand creatively? What moral
rights do artists have to prevent their
work from being mutilated? Do they
have protection under copyright law,
especially in the digital landscape?

“Once we have made it, we have no
say in our work. We are at the mercy of
the rights owners,” says Sharma.
“Many producers may not have even
seen their own films.”

Perhaps it’s time for the creative com-
munity to take a leaf out of Javed
AKkhtar’s book. He lobbied for the Copy-
right (Amendment) Act 2012 for rights
to royalties from the commercial use of
their work for the lyricists and compos-
ers beyond the fiefdom of the music
companies and producers.

It’s ironic that, in retrospect, Sharma
feels that bad, pirated prints of his film
are more loyal to his vision than the re-
mastered official one.

QUOTE CORNER

Assam was never like this. [The state] has

become something like a Frankenstein, like his
monster... It has become a dangerous place. All | can
say is about the vindictiveness against Muslims—they
used to say ‘miyan’in a nice sense, but now

‘miyan’ is like a cuss word.

Syeda Hameed, former member of the Planning Commission and
a founder trustee of the Centre for Dialogue and Reconciliation

The judiciary has to rise to the occasion. Floods may have submerged the court,
but justice must not sink.

Tahir Khursheed Raina, a principal district judge in J&K after reaching the
Anantnag district court that was submerged in flood waters

Your English teacher and your gym teacher are getting married.

Taylor Swift, singer, announcing engagement to footballer Travis Kelce
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Nuclear safety

Ref: Incentivise pvt sector in N-power generation
(Aug 30). India’s nuclear ambitions must go hand in
hand with strict precautions, learning from the di-
sasters in Japan and Russia. Beyond private incen-
tives, priority should be on robust safety norms,
disaster preparedness, and transparent account-
ability. Only by ensuring safety can nuclear energy
become a trusted pillar of India’s clean future.

K Sakunthala, Coimbatore

Lazy India

Ref: India’s battle of the bulge (Aug 29). The health
issues arising due to obesity is a matter of concern
irrespective of age. On a recent visit to a temple in
Thalassery in Kerala | remembered that, decades
ago, many children used to play on the streets near-
by till late evening. The sight of children playing
would also motivate the elderly to do their walking.
Today, you can’t find any children near that temple

compound playing, nor the elderly walking. Most of
them are glued to their mobiles, l[aptops or TV. On
this, no government policy can help. It’s for the in-
dividual to decide.

Sreenivasan Raman, Bengaluru

Fuelling confusion

Ref: Need clarity on EZ0 (Aug 30). The Quick Take
rightly points out the confusion over E20, but the
real concern is its impact on owners of older vehi-
cles. Many middle-class families cannot afford new
cars and are left with few choices. Unlike the phased
unleaded petrol transition, this rollout lacks clarity,
options, and support, making a green initiative feel
like an unfair economic burden.

A Senthil Kumar, Kaniyur

Disowned MLA

Ref: Congress in a fix as police tighten noose around
disgraced MLA (Aug 30). | am confused about the
suspended-animated status of Rahul Mamkoot-
athil. The man has been officially disowned by his
party and the Palakkad people are silently opposing

his MLA-ship. Then how can he continue in that of-
fice? | think we need constitutional amendment
number 131 for such cases, in which an MLA or MP
would automatically cease to be one if his party
disowns him.

Krishnaswamy N Ponnani, Palakkad

Watershed visits

Ref: Modi says India, China must work together for
global stability (Aug 29). PM Narendra Modi’s visit
to China, soon after his visit to Japan, will be a wa-
tershed in geopolitical affairs highlighting a major
shiftin India’s relations with the world. The turbu-
lent times with the US have necessitated India to
explore other avenues to strengthen its global
stand. Though it’s considered a marriage of conve-
nience, the better bilateral relations with China will
bear substantial fruits for both. In the multipolar
world, no country can afford to be isolated or to be
confined to narrow groupings. To stand firm on
one’s own feet and be open to global friendships is
the new mantra for all.

DV G Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram

Whose war?

Ref: With photo of Modi in saffron robe, Trump’s
trade adviser targets India again (Aug 29). Trying to
explain the 50 percent tariffs on Indian goods,
White House trade advisor Peter Navarro has
blamed India for buying oil from Russia and de-
scribed the Ukraine-Russia conflict as “Modi’s war”.
This is most unfortunate and totally unjustified.
India is perhaps one of the very few countries that
have maintained friendly relations with both Russia
and Ukraine. Hope wiser counsel will prevail in
the near future.

K R Jayaprakash Rao, Mysuru

Assimilating ex-cons

Ref: TN to pilot counselling scheme for ex-convicts
(Aug 30). The Tamil Nadu government has taken an
important social reform step to facilitate ex-con-
victs’ integration into society after their release.
The counselling must guide them towards not re-
peating crimes. Government must facilitate their
access to jobs too.

N R Nagarajan, Virudhunagar
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Arunabha Ghosh

Saving climate action in the m

age of global fragmentation g

With multilateral forums
gridlocked, bilateral deals

on climate action must

move beyond donor-recipient
dynamics to that of

mutual gains

he world is navigating turbulent

times. Conflict continues in West

Asia and Ukraine. US trade tar-

iffs loom large over India and

global commerce, and China’s

restriction on rare earth exports
disrupts supply chains. Energy security is
back on top of national agendas, with sev-
eral major powers retreating from their cli-
mate commitments. In this fragmented
world, the multilateral climate regime faces
its greatest testyet. At the same time, the cli-
mate crisis itself cannot be ignored. News of
extreme heat waves and flash floods inun-
dating cities are commonplace across
nations.

‘We are no longer in the world that signed
the Paris Agreementin 2015: Not meteoro-
logically, not politically, not economically,
or socially. Today, the international climate
architecture is under threat—not only in its
letter but, more worryingly, in its spirit.

The letter — national targets, finance
flows, technology cooperation — is faltering.
At the Council on Energy, Environment and
Water (CEEW), we estimate that only two
developed countries — Belarus and Norway
— are on track to meet their 2030 climate
targets. Many others are backsliding. But

more troubling is the erosion of the Paris
spirit — the understanding that climate
action is a collective geopolitical and macro-
economic imperative. That shared, coopera-
tive method is now at risk of being down-
graded, sidelined, or eclipsed by more
immediate crises.

We are in a world of polycrises: Economic
stagnation, growing debt burdens, rising
disasters, and the ongoing challenge of
decarbonisation. Nearly 60 countries are
now spending more on debt servicing than
on education or health — forget climate
action. Vulnerable countries face repeated
shocks that aren’t even being counted, let
alone compensated.

South Asia, home to nearly two billion
people, is at the frontline of a converging cli-
mate and economic crisis. From 1970 to
2022, the Asia Pacific region accounted for
over half of global disaster-related deaths
(over two million) and nearly half the eco-
nomic losses ($2.7 trillion), reflecting the
region’s outsized vulnerability. In South
Asia, heatwaves, sea-level rise, and flash
floods, among other climate impacts, are
lived realities. This is more than an environ-
mental emergency; it is an economic risk.
Agriculture, industry, infrastructure, and
public health are all exposed unless resil-
ience is built into the heart of development.

As Brazil prepares to host the COP30 cli-
mate negotiations, we find ourselves in a
moment of fracture — but also of redesign.
If countries choose to act through three stra-
tegic pathways — internal transformation,
strategic bilateralism, and smart plurilater-
alism — we can begin to redefine climate
action even as the global order shifts. For

South Asia, this is a critical opportunity to
reframe climate action as a lever for growth,
jobs, stability, and investment.

As global climate cooperation frays,
South Asia cannot afford to wait. The region
must chart its own path through a new the-
ory of change—by embedding climate action
into economic planning, rethinking bilateral
partnerships, and forming agile coalitions
that get things done.

First, embed climate resilience in domes-
tic economic strategies. Energy security,
jobs, and clean power must go hand in hand.
India is proving that self-reliance works —
not just in energy generation but in building
a future-ready economy. Clean energy is cre-
ating new jobs, anchoring industrial growth,
and cutting costs. Take the decentralised
renewable energy (DRE) technologies pow-
ering rural enterprises across India.
Research by the Council on Energy, Environ-
ment and Water (CEEW) finds that DRE
solutions — such as solar dryers, micro solar
pumps, and energy-efficient food processors
— have raised average annual incomes by
340,000, avoided more than 29,000 metric
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent emis-
sions, and supported over 33,000 livelihoods
across 30 states and Union territories.
Nearly half of these users are women. These
clean technologies reduce emissions,
expand irrigation, and create rural jobs —
demonstrating that climate action, when
localised, is also an economic multiplier for
resilience and inclusive growth.

The recipe is clear: Climate action must
be woven into our economic fabric, not
treated as a standalone sector. For South
Asia, thisrequires green industrial policies

In South Asia, heatwaves, sea-level rise, and ﬂash floods are iwed reahtles fur its populace. AFP/UTTARAKHAND'S STATE DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE (SDRF)

that create markets through public procure-
ment, financial innovation to channel capi-
tal where it's needed most, and skilling to
train millions for the jobs of tomorrow.
Second, with multilateral forums grid-
locked, bilateral deals must move beyond
donor-recipient dynamics to mutual gains.
India’s collaboration with Sweden on green
steel —a sector responsible for 8% of global
emissions —is an example of this shift. India
developed the world’s first national taxon-
omy for sustainable steel, setting bench-
marks for decarbonising heavy industry.
The Australia-India Critical Minerals Part-
nership, meanwhile, helps secure lithium
for India’s electric vehicle ambitions while
strengthening trusted supply chains across
the Indo-Pacific. These deals work because
they exemplify asymmetric reciprocity,
where partner countries match strengths
with each others’ needs. Such approaches

offer climate-vulnerable countries a lifeline
while stabilising global supply chains.

The third pathway requires building a
“coalition of the doing” — flexible, results-
oriented groupings that bypass diplomatic
gridlock. Agile coalitions must target spe-
cific challenges. The Global Biofuels Alli-
ance, launched by India alongside 19 coun-
tries including the US and Brazil, is a case in
point— broadening the global clean energy
conversation beyond just solar and hydro-
gen, and opening up new climate-aligned
trade routes. The Mangrove Alliance for Cli-
mate, with Indonesia and Australia, demon-
strates how shared ecosystems can drive
nature-based cooperation across borders.
Meanwhile, the International Solar Alliance,
co-founded by India and France, continues
to pool capital and technology for scaling
renewables, while the Leadership Group for
Industry Transition, with India and Sweden,

i1s pushing industrial decarbonisation
through commeon standards and collabora-
tive innovation. These models have a chance
of success because they are voluntary,
focused, and built to deliver within political
cycles —not diplomatic epochs.

The physics of climate change won't
pause for current geopolitics. COP30 must
be the summit where we stop debating
action and start building what we all need:
An economy that thrives because it protects,
not in spite of it. Our children’s future
depends not on assigning blame or salvag-
ing a broken status quo, but on writing new
rules for a world that’s already changed.

Arunabha Ghosh is CEQ of the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)
and special envoy for COP30
representing South Asia.

The views expressed are personal
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Russia and China, India is "dispensable”.

ISTHERE A

It is no more about trade;
peoples’ ties are atrisk too

t's time to address a question that's

been staring us in the face. Is Presi-

dent Trump being vindictive towards

India? Has he got it in for our coun-
try? Because if the answer is yes, it’s a far
more worrying situation that we face than
we first thought.

Vice-president JD Vance has said that
25% secondary tariffs have been imposed
on India for importing Russian oil as
“aggressive economic leverage” on Russia
to stop the Ukraine war. Doesn’t that sug-
gest India is collateral damage, and Presi-
dent Trump doesn’t care what happens to
our country?

Indeed, if the objective is “aggressive
economic leverage” on Russia, how come
China, which imports more oil than India,
has not had secondary tariffs imposed on
it? In fact, in China’s case, US secretary of
state Marco Rubio has said it’s okay for
China to keep importing Russian oil
because that prevents intlation in global
energy prices. Isn't this double standards?
A case of one logic for China and quite

another for India?

But it's worse. Scott Bessent, the trea-
sury secretary, has accused India of fund-
ing Russia’s Ukraine war and wants
Europe to also impose sanctions on India.
Peter Navarro, Trump'’s trade advisor,
says India is threatening America’s
national security by buying Russian oil,
and the intention is to "hit India where it
hurts.” He now calls the Ukraine war
“Modi’s war”, claiming “the road to peace
runs through New Delhi”. Whilst Trump
himself has said he doesn't care if India’s
“dead” economy sinks. Doesn’t this feel
vindictive and vengeful?

George Friedman, the former chair-
man of Stratfor, suggests there’s a second
sense in which India could be collateral
damage. In a recent podcast, he says the
50% tariffs are also intended by Trump as
a message to China, with whom he wants
to do a deal. Friedman claims the message
is America is not siding with India against
you. In the larger geopolitical scheme,
Trump has in mind, which prioritises

If Friedman is right, India has been
used to send a message to Russia, and it's
been used to send a very different mes-
sage to China. Either way, India suffers,
and Trump, it seems, doesn'’t care.

However, the predicament we face goes
beyond tariffs, oil and geopolitics. The
Trump Administration is also targeting
the bedrock of India-US ties, people-to-
people relations. Commerce secretary
Howard Lutnick says he wants to change
the HIB visa programme. That could
adversely affect the 70% beneficiaries who
are Indian. The department of homeland
security intends to restrict student visas
to four years. That could constrict Indian
students, the biggest cohort of foreign stu-
dents in America. Meanwhile, Trump's
considering admitting 600,000 Chinese
students, almost three times the present
number!

In these circumstances, what should
we make of Sergio Gor’s appointment as
the new US ambassador to India? There's
no doubt he’s very close to Trump and has
his ear. On the other hand, he has no dip-
lomatic experience and no prior under-
standing of India. Most people fear he'll
race down Trump’s chosen path without
pausing to caution or suggest alternatives.
That can't be a welcome prospect for us.

Gor has also been appointed special
envoy for South and Central Asia. What
does this unusual step suggest? Is it an
indication of the sort of hyphenation
India resents? Perhaps the start of an
attempt to mediate between India and

CONSTITUENCY IN THE
US THAT'S WILLING TO
TELL TRUMP HE'S
MAKING A TERRIBLE
MISTAKE? THERE ARE
DEMOCRATIC PROTESTS,
BUT NONE FROM WITHIN
THE MAGA WORLD. ALSO,
| HAVEN'T HEARD ANY
FROM THE INDIAN
EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY

Pakistan?

I'm beginning to fear this is an
onslaught. India is being picked upon at
many levels and in multiple ways. We've
clearly fallen out of Trump’s favour. He
seems upset, possibly angry, with us.

But is there a constituency in America
that’s willing to stand up for India and tell
Trump he's making a terrible mistake? No
doubt there are audible democratic pro-
tests, but none from within the MAGA
world. More disturbingly, I haven’t heard
any from the Indian expatriate commu-
nity.

So are we being hung outtodry? I don't
have a clear answer. But doesn't it feel like
that?

Mathematician who tracked
down India’s maths heritage

hysicist and the country’s pre-emi-
nent math historian, PP Divakaran,
who died recently in Kochi, was a
cherished friend of mine for over six
decades. We first met at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR) and immedi-
ately fell into a discussion about the ground
breaking work on parity violation by TD Lee
topic that had captivated
physicists worldwide, and for which they
won the Nobel Prize in 1957. What immedi-

and CN Yang, a

ately struck me was the remarkable
clarity with which Divakaran, or PPD,
as his friends called him, explained
theintricate details of their research.
His ability todistil complex ideasinto
understandable points was extraordi-
nary, and would be the hallmark of
his eventual work. The second thing

-

HS Mani

invoke any identifiable Hindu god.

PPD noted in his writings that Aryabhata’s
unwavering rationality was in direct contrast
to what some of his supportersreferred toas
“pauranika” (traditional) or “sruti” (scrip-
tural) knowledge. This is further supported
by the criticism Aryabhata received from his
most notable opponent, Brahmagupta. PPD
pointed out that Brahmagupta's attacks were
directed less at Aryabhata’s astronomy and
mathematics and more at his divergence
from accepted wisdom and tradi-
tions.

PPD, who retired from TIFR in
1996, studied Aryabhata’s work,
Aryabhatiya, and pointed to verses 3
and 4 of the text's Gitika section as the
firstindication of his ground breaking
theories. These verses list the number

about PPD that would soon become

of "revolutions” (or periods of

evident was the breadth of his inter-

ests and his polymathic ability to synthesise
them. Sometime in the 1960s, when I was
teaching at II'T Kanpur, he came to visit us
and expressed a desire tosee a temple nearby
which was famous for its Gupta-period archi-
tecture. As we explored the temple with him,

Karan Thapar is the author of Devil's
Advocate: The Untold Story. The views
expressed are personal

How the wedding market
perpetuates dowry culture

If Donald Trump has tariffs, India has
weddings. The upcoming wedding season
bodes well for the Indian economy, with
the wedding industry pegged at $130 bil-
lion. Government data suggest that this
industry, the second-largest in the coun-
try, is responsible for creating nearly one
crore jobs. Such is the potential of the
Indian wedding market that
almost every sector caters to the
life event of two individuals join-
ing in matrimony.

Three cheers for the resilience
of the Great Indian Wedding?
Probably not.

Just like the unsavoury bits of
the shaadi ka laddoo — and the

Nishtha
Gautam

a “dream wedding” are but a neatly
gauzed talk of what the woman is worth
in mercantile terms. The asymmetry of
gendered agency is too glaring to give in
to the naiveté of the bride’s choice. It is no
longer amusing to watch the tragedy of
the wedding expenditure unfolding from
the pleats of a designer lehenga — or, its
much-cheaper replica.

An entire army has risen, and
rightly so, against parents who
force their daughters back into
abusive marriages. Examining
this tendency under the socio-eco-
nomic microscope reveals despair
and debt. A daughter’s wedding is
often considered part of her

unpredictability of its crumbling
— horrors underlie these glitzy
stats. Research shows that an average
Indian family’s expenditure on a wedding
is about three times its annual income.
Worse, this single life event claims twice
the amount spent on the child’s education
for 18 years.

Are we still feigning surprise at the con-
tinuance of dowry killings despite some of
the strictest legislations against perpetra-
tors? If yes, we are simply blindsiding our-
selves. By pretending to be horrified at a
young woman's death while comfortably
consuming “aesthetic” visuals from various
moodboards and events, not limited to
ostensibly wedding-related ones, we are
complicit in this societal scourge.

The manufactured consent, to borrow
from Noam Chomsky, around the specta-
cle of the wedding is rarely seen as an
assent to dowry. All conversations around

inheritance among the affluent
and a necessary debt among the
poor. A marriage on the rocks, therefore, is
seen as both an emotional and an eco-
nomic blow to the woman's family.

The seduction of the perfect wedding is
far stronger than that of the mate one is
exchanging vows with. It is no wonder,
therefore, that even the rebellious, uncon-
ventional couple find themselves man-
aged by the rubrics of the arranged mar-
riage. What is in vogue, then, is an ideal
setting where everything is aesthetically
— and expensively — arranged to
announce the matrimonial choice.
Instead of reinventing the mercantile
underpinnings of the arranged marriages,
most weddings end up being co-opted
into the economy of desire.

Curated images of wedding celebra-
tions, promising an equally fanciful after-
life for the couple despite the inevitable

his profound knowledge of its architectural
nuances leftus all in awe.

Over the years, he and I would meet across
the country at various institutes of learning —
the Institute of Mathematical Sciences
(IMSC), Chennai, and then for a substantial
period at the Harish-Chandra Research Insti-
tute, Prayagraj, formerly Allahabad, where he
gave a series of lectures on neutrino physics.
A set of three lectures he delivered there set
the tone for my research interest for the next
ten years. I bring up these meetings because
through them I realised PPD’s unstinting gen-
erosity towards other scholars, whether it
was editing their papers or guiding them with
their research projects.

His interest shifted to studying mathemati-
cians from Kerala, and as was his wont, he
dived into itdeeply. His text, The Mathematic
of India: Concepts, Methods, Connection is a
testament to his tremendous intellect, and
put ancient Indian mathematicians and their
contributions on the international map. He
shone a light on the radicalism and the
rationality of ancient Indian mathematicians.
Aryabhata, he noted, may have been a “god-
less secularist” because his writings do not

motion) for all the grahas (celestial
bodies) within a yuga (a specific period of
time in Hindu cosmology). The author con-
siders this list of revolutions to be the initial
hint of Aryabhata's theory of a spinning
Earth. This idea would have been a radical
departure from the prevailing geocentric
models of the time,

The two other key points that PPD raised
in his study of the ancient mathematicians
were the advanced state of Indian trigonome-
try and the decline of Indian mathematics
after the 16th century. He argued that the
expansion of trigonometric functions like
sine and cosine and their inverses were stud-
ied by the Nila school of mathematics in Ker-
ala before they were developed by Western
mathematicians. He supported this claim
with rigorous evidence. PPD’s work was
appreciated by David Mumford, the Fields
Medallist renowned for his work on algebraic
geometry. PPD also noted that this period of
mathematical innovation and creativity was
not followed by steady progress. Instead, the
Nila school marked the end of an “essentially
autonomous progression of mathematical
thought in India,” he wrote. While he
acknowledged various reasons for this, the
“immediate trigger was the arrival of Portu-
guese colonialists on the shores of Kerala”.

HS Mani taught at IIT Kanpur and HRI Prayagraj
and presently, teaches at the Chennai Mathemati-
cal Institute. The views expressed are personal

Researchshows that an average Indian family’s expenditure on a wedding is about

three times its annual income.

attack of the mundane, work like a ser-
rated knife. The cuts are way too many to
bandage. The easier thing is to stay
benumbed. It is easier to appreciate the
gloss than subject oneself to the process
of thinking.

No underscoring of the essentially eco-
nomic institution of marriage is going to
dent its control over the collective psyche
of religiously driven peoples. The bigger
problem is those who willingly suspend
their disbelief around the myth of mar-
riage and, by extension, the wedding. The
cultural primacy of the fetishised union of
two individuals continues to bring death
and disaster in many cases. But we are
doubling down on the aesthetics.

Women continue to be harassed in the
name of dowry and its many “cultured”
euphemismes. Just because polite society
doesn't display or announce the dowry, it

HT ARCHIVE

doesn't negate its existence. We know that
dowry is also the "respect” given to the
wedding party in tastefully calligraphed
envelopes. Part of the dowry goes to cater-
ers, decorators, photographers and vide-
ographers, make-up artists, wedding
planners, entertainment artists, and even
matchmakers.

The most unfortunate aspect of this
scenario is that women, and their fami-
lies, continue to be seduced by the siren
song of the shehnai and often become
willing participants in the perpetuation of
the death cult. Weddings are like the Gob-
lin market in Christina Rossetti's poem,
where the mercantile “Come buy, come
buy” shouts of the goblins continue to
lure Lizzies and Lauras.

Nishtha Gautam is an author and academi-
cian. The views expressed are personal
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An entrepreneur’s
Kryptonite

This is with reference to
“Superman entrepreneurs
driving the Indian
economy” (August24).
The article captures both
the strengths and
limitations of India’s first-
generation wealth
creators. Butitis also true
that the very traits of these
stars that ensured early
success also sometimes
impede scaling.

Sanjay Chopra

HT

Stop exercising control over girls

This is with reference to “Where's is the freedom of
choice for daughters” by Namita Bhandare (August 24).
Despite educating women, Indian parents haven't given
them the liberty to make decisions when it comes to
choosing a partner for marriage or a career. Parents
ought to give their daughters liberty of choice.

Abhilasha Gupta

Women have been burdened with weight of family and
community honour in India for too long. Educationis a
powerful tool to rid our society of this useless standard:
This needs to be internalised by all generations.

Akshay S

Write to us at: letters@hindustantimes.com
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OR over three decades,
Fhave chronicled the rise

and fall of Indian corpo-
rates, with a particular lens on
Hyderabads business land-
scape—from the liberalisa-
tion boom of the 1990s to the
post-2008 global meltdown. I
have seen dozens of empires
built on ambition crumble
under reckless leverage and
mounting debis.

But the most unsettling
shift came with the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) of 2016, hailed as a
transformative tool to resolve
the country’s Rs 10 lakh crore
bad loan crisis transparently
and swiftly.

As a former Senior Edi-
tor at India’s largest financial
daily, I reported on early IBC
successes. Now, as an advo-
cate at the Telangana High
Court, I navigate its convo-
luted processes. What alarms
me today is the insidious web
of influence—through power,
money, or personal ties—
turning the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT)
and its appellate body, the Na-
tional Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT), into
arenas of manipulation.
Patterns of judicial pressure:
The recent recusal by
NCLAT's Justice Sharad Ku-
mar Sharma in an insolvency
case, after being approached
by one of the "most revered
members of the higher judi-

NCLT
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Tribunal
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'."'I LT remvsrEved #

N@MT

National
Company
Law
Appellate
Tribunal

ciary" for a favourable order,
is not an aberration. It is a
symptom of a deeper malaise.

The incident, reported
widely on Tuesday, unfolded
at NCLAT's Chennai bench
during the hearing of At-
tluru Sreenivasulu Reddy vs.
M/s. AS Met Corp Pvt. Ltd.
& Anr., an appeal against the
admission of a Hyderabad-
based company into the Cor-
porate Insolvency Resolution
Process (CIRP).

Justice Sharma, a judicial
member, disclosed in open
court that he had received a
message on his mobile phone
from this influential figure,
prompting his immediate
recusal. The bench, includ-
ing technical member Jatin-
dranath Swain, expressed
"anguish" and referred the
matter to the NCLAT chair-
person for reassignment.

Notably, Justice Sharmas
recusal wasn't an isolated
incident. Similar influence
was exerted in cases linked
to Shri Ramalinga Mills, Jep-
piar Cements, and Byju's,
each prompting his with-
drawal on grounds ranging
from respondent pressure to
conflicts of interest. The re-

currence points towards a po-
tential systemic flaw in the ju-
diciary’s insulation from both
external and internal interfer-
ence, raising questions about
how many such attempts go
undisclosed or succeed.

This alleged attempt to
influence a judicial decision
underscores a growing trend:
the erosion of the IBC's initial
promise of fairness and ef-
ficiency. Instead of a stream-
lined process focused on
maximizing asset recovery
tor creditors, both NCLT and
NCLAT are increasingly turn-
ing into battlegrounds where
powerful vested interests
exert undue pressure, often
subverting the very princi-
ples the Code was designed

to uphold. The sanctity of

the resolution process is now
under serious threat, and the
delicate balance of power be-
tween debtors and creditors is
being disrupted by the subtle

but pervasive influence of

those who hold sway over the
system.

My fellow financial journal-
ists, who chronicled India’s in-
famous corporate scandals like
the Harshad Mehta scam in
1990s and the Satyam Comput-

ers accounting fraud in 2009,
can see clear parallels in how
the regulatory bodies were ex-
ploited by the vested interests.

The 'cash-for-orders' racket:
Under the IBC, the tribunals,
NCLT and NCLAT, are gate-
keepers for admitting com-
panies into insolvency, ap-
proving resolution plans, and
overseeing asset sales.

Yet, investigations by the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) reveal a "cash-for-
orders’ racket plaguing these
tribunals. The investigating
agency booked a Mumbai-
based advisory firm in March
this year for allegedly bribing
NCLT members to decide fa-
vourably an insolvency mat-
ter. Raids unearthed transac-
tion records revealing that
middlemen, often registry
staff or intermediaries, bro-
kered bench assignments in
exchange for hefty bribes.
Promoters of defaulting com-
panies and deep-pocketed ac-
quirers hopped onto this well-
oiled corruption machine to
manipulate outcomes, stall
admissions, or secure under-

valued asset buyouts.
The stakeholders complicit

This alleged attempt to influence a judicial decision
underscores a growing trend: the erosion of the IBC's initial
promise of fairness and efficiency. Instead of a streamlined
process focused on maximizing asset recovery for creditors,

the NCLT and NCLAT are increasingly becoming battlegrounds
where powerful vested interests exert undue pressure, often
subverting the very principles the Code was designed to
uphold. The sanctity of the resolution process is now under
serious threat, and the delicate balance of power between
debtors and creditors is being disrupted by the subtle but
pervasive influence of those who hold sway over the system

in this corruption habitu-
ally forms a nexus that un-
dermines the IBC's core ob-
jective: maximizing creditor
recoveries while preventing
asset stripping. Defaulting
companies, often promoters
of debt-laden firms, wield
influence to stall CIRP admis-
sions or orchestrate sham set-
tlements.

Politicians in fray-Shielding
crony capitalists:

Politicians enter the fray
through opaque connections,
often shielding crony capital-
ists. While direct evidence is
scarce due to the IBC's quasi-
judicial nature, whispers in
corporate corridors echoed
in my interactions with insid-
ers, point to political pressure
in high-profile cases of insol-
vencies. The judiciary's inter-
nal influences, as exposed in
Justice Sharma's case, suggest
a hierarchical rot where "re-
vered" higher court figures
lobby for parties, eroding im-
partiality.

Legal professionals and
insolvency experts, meant to
uphold the Code, often dou-
ble as fixers: CBI probes have
shown advisory firms con-

spiring with resolution pro-
fessionals to sway outcomes
for payoffs.

The influence-peddling
facilitates fraudulent com-
pany takeovers, turning the
IBC into a tool for asset laun-
dering. Under Sections 43
(preferential  transactions),
45 (undervalued), 49 (de-
frauding creditors), and 66
(fraudulent trading), tribu-
nals can void deals, but pow-
erplays and payoffs let them
slip through. The Supreme
Court unraveled resolution
plans tainted by fraud, and
how acquirers use benami
entities or rigged valuations
to acquire firms cheaply.

Beyond the tribunals-
Judiciary under scrutiny:
Historical instances of judi-
cial impropriety, ranging from
the 1993 impeachment of Jus-
tice V Ramaswami to the 2011
case involving Justice Sou-
mitra Sen, revealed that the
reach of corruption extends
deeper than just regulatory
bodies. An alarm was raised
in 2025 when burnt currency
worth crores was allegedly
found near the residence of
Justice Yashwant Varma of the

Allahabad High Court.

These episodes, often in-
volving politicians and mon-
eved interests, underscore
how  external pressures,
whether through appoint-
ments, post-retirement perks
and posts, or outright bribes,
compromise judicial integrity
across levels.

The way forward-Systemic
fixes:

From my wvantage, having
advised on IBC matters post-
journalism, the solution lies
in radical reforms to restore
integrity and efficiency to the
NCLT and NCLAT: manda-
tory audio-video recordings
of all hearings to promote
transparency and deter mis-
conduct; robust whistleblow-
er protections for tribunal
members and staff to safely
report influence peddling or
corruption; empowering the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI) with
investigative powers to inde-
pendently probe allegations
of bribery, favoritism, or pro-
cedural lapses; and mandat-
ing that judges pronounce
detailed, reasoned orders in
every case to ensure account-

THE ROT BENEATH THE GAVEL? POWER
PLAYS AND PAYOFFS IN COURTROOMS

ahﬂlt}f prevent arbitrary rul-
ings, and align with Supreme
Court directives emphasising
the need for clear justifica-
tions, especially in rejecting
insolvency resolution plans.
Additional  radical re-
forms can be suggested for
the broader Indian judiciary,
drawing from ongoing criti-
cisms and expert analyses.
These include prohibit-
ing political appointments
to judicial and quasi-judicial
bodies to avoid cronyismy
instituting mandatory, con-
tinuous domain-specific
training programs for tribu-
nal members to address gaps
in expertise; promptly filling
vacancies with individuals
of impeccable integrity and
relevant knowledge to pre-
vent operational breakdowns;
enforcing  stricter  ethical
guidelines adapted from High
Court codes of conduct; es-
tablishing clear accountability
mechanisms such as regular
performance audits, swift
disciplinary proceedings for
indiscipline, and an inde-
pendent oversight body for
complaints; and enhancing
infrastructure for e-filing, vir-
tual hearings, and case man-
agement to reduce delays.
Justice Sharma’s repeated
recusals—borne of transpar-
ency rather than compul-
sion—should serve as a wake-
up call. Only systemic change,
not piecemeal oversight, can

rescue India's insolvency
framework from the grip of
vested interests.

Without these, the [BC
risks becoming another failed
experiment, like the pre-2016
Sick Industrial Companies
Act and India's corporate re-
vival will remain a mirage.

(The author is former

Senior Editor, The Economic

Times, currently practicing as
an advocate at the Telangana
High Court)

ELFARE schemes, irrigation,
power and other capital-in-

The greatness of any oopposition lies in
the responsive use of its experience and
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Conventions of continuity and consultation
symbolize constitutional morality
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tensive projects, expressways, urban
infrastructure can never be ‘personal
trophies’ of any Prime Minister or
Chief Minister; rather they are peo-
ple’s assets.

Citing few faults here and there,
whether genuine or insignificant, ir-
respective of well meaningful inten-
tions of those who conceived and cre-
ated them, blaming all and sundry is
demolishing the very faith of citizens
in governance. When a successor Gov-
ernment treats its predecessor as an
enemy to be erased and a nuisance to
be silenced, democracy shrinks into a
majoritarian ritual.

Telangana Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka, while announcing
the dedication of the 4000 MW Yadadri
Thermal Power Plant to the nation by
January, deserving compliments for
observing that the project was delayed
by two years due to the ‘negligence of
the BRS government’ Likewise, Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy instead of
appreciating blamed his predecessor K
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR), while al-
leging that he had restricted total reser-
vations in the state to 50 per cent, that
became a hurdle for implementing 42
per cent reservation for BCS.

Notwithstanding the veracity in
these statements, the fact and the ir-
revocable contemporary history is that
KCR laid the foundation stone for the
Yadadri Thermal Power Plant utilizing
‘Supercritical Technology’ on June 8,
2015.

Work on unit one commenced on
December 31, 2023. Similarly, when
“Telangana BCs, SCs, and STs Reserva-
tion Bill’ was passed in the Assembly
on April 16, 2017, KCR ‘unequivo-
cally asserted the rights of the state
in reservations, making it amply clear
that, the data is ‘quantifiable and im-
peccable’ as per the Supreme Court
judgement for enhancing the percent-

recognizing that, the responsibility of
leadership does not end when power slips
away. Their experience should never be
wasted in bitterness or in blind criticism

age beyond the 50 per cent cap. KCR
initiated the process to enhance BCs
overall quota. I was the CPRO to the
CM at that point.

As against these, when I'T Minister
D Sridhar Babu invited OpenAl CEO
Sam Altman to establish his office in
Hyderabad, for which Altman in his
post on X announced the company’s
decision to open its first India office,
BRS working president K T Rama Rao
(KTR) struck a positive chord across
the nation with non-partisan, state-first
approach in welcoming OpenAl CEO
to Hyderabad. This statesmanship in
welcoming OpenAl, despite it being
Revanth Reddy Governments initia-
tive, has drawn nationwide praise.

Democratic practices, conventions,
deviations, and conformities by suc-
ceeding governments, regarding poli-
cies, schemes, and programs of pre-
decessor, should preferably be in tune
with policy continuity, ensuring stabil-
ity and predictability.

Constitutional provisions, unless
otherwise supported by ‘well laid es-
tablished conventions, best and next
practices and past experiences, have
absolutely no value. Convention is an
accepted concept that refers to the way
or manner of doing things by those
people who are expected to do those
things.

Democracy flourishes in consensus

that respectfully listens to the voice of

those who held office and values their

wisdom. Nevertheless, the predeces-
sor CM or PM, being in the opposi-
tion, too has moral and responsible
duty. The greatness is not constant
open criticism but mature guidance,
offering closed-door advice before
open denunciation, using experience
as an asset rather than a weapon.

When both rulers and rivals em-
brace’ this unwritten law of conven-
tions, democracy rises above partisan
quarrels. Consensus, the true spirit of
democracy lies in giving space to oth-
ers’ view, and that cultivation happens
only when governments listen with
humility, opposition speaks with re-
sponsibility, and both sides recognize
that the state’s progress is larger than
their partisan triumphs.

Constitution gives structure but
conventions give it character. Leaders
must engage in meaningful conversa-
tions instead of partisan monologues
and acknowledge that ‘governance is
not a contest of egos but a shared re-
sponsibility.

Democratic continuity is not
achieved by erasing the past, but by
‘conscientiously building on it;" not
by claiming monopoly of wisdom, but
by weaving together many strands of
thought into a common fabric. Equal-
ly important is the role of those who
once held power, obviously possessing
insights, lessons, and even confessions
that could enrich the policymaking
of their successors. Instead, if they
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confine to reactive role of faultfind-
ers, condemning everything a new
government does, whether good or
bad, but not proactive engagement,
then it leads to an unhealthy practice.
Why not a closed-door advice on what
worked during their tenure, candid
sharing of mistakes made if any, and
suggestions for rectification?

Each government dismantling what
the other built, and each opposition
ridiculing what it once defended,
results in a vicious circle. The great-
ness of any oopposition lies in the
responsive use of its experience and

recognizing that, the responsibility of

leadership does not end when power
slips away. Their experience should
never be wasted in bitterness or in
blind criticism. The true spirit of dis-
sent lies in correcting. Likewise, every
incoming government should consult
its predecessor before tampering with
any capital-intensive project. After all,
governance is a relay race, not a sprint.

For instance, Kaleshwaram project,
which was inaugurated with grandeur
on June 21, 2019, at its starting point
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in Medigadda, was showcased as a
marvel that would transform barren
lands.” The then Telangana Governor
ESL Narasimhan, Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis and AP CM Y §
Jagan Mohan Reddy participated in
the inauguration. However, when few
technical flaws emerged, cracks ap-
peared, literally and figurative, the
succeeding dispensation discovered
that every nut and bolt was a conspira-
cy. Instead of quietly eliciting possible
clarifications and planning rectifica-
tion from former KCR, who conceived
the project, he was criticized by Con-
gress leaders.

The tragedy of politics is the im-
maturity of treating ‘governance as a
private quarrel’ Projects worth thou-
sands of crores become weapons in
the political blame game. Leaders who
laid foundation stones watch succes-
sors gleefully abandon them. Ordi-
nary people and farmers pay the price.
Hence, conventions of continuity and

consultation are precisely the forms of

constitutional morality that must be
cultivated.
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Governments may change, but peo-
ple remain. Rulers may change, but the
people do not. The choice is to evolve
conventions where every government,
however different, becomes custodian of
the same dream of a stronger, harmoni-
ous, and truly democratic state. The real
message is simple yet profound: Devel-
opment projects are nol private assets
to be ‘discarded like broken toys. They
are lifelines that belong to generations.
If conventions of ‘Continuity, Consulta-
tion, and Consensus’ were to take root,
‘Managerial Politics would Graduate to
Mature Statesmanship.

In the evolution of democracy,
there comes a moment when the writ-
ten word of law seems insufhicient to
capture the larger spirit of governance.
Political vendetta played out through
halted projects and dismantled welfare
nets is undesirable.

[ndia must now cultivate conven-
tions, continuity in development, con-
sultation on people’s schemes, con-
sensus on projects, until they become
more binding than the text of the Con-
stitution itself.
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Shreya Sen-Handley

Off the beaten track

Why birthdays matter,
well into our dotage...

that deserves congratulations? I tossed and turned in my mother’s

Why do we celebrate our birthday when there’s little we did that day

womb with such impatience that I got the umbilical cord wound
around my neck, nearly strangling myself. Saved by a caesarian, my
bumpy ride into our world ensured I approached it forever more with
irreverence. What it didn’t make me, however, was the hero of my birth.
That is always the long-suffering mom, and sometimes the support act.

In the case of my eldest child who pooped panic-green Meconium on his
way out, when my body started fighting the alien invasion it thought he
was, it was my husband’s unstinting care that got me through 33 hours of
agonising labour, rather than any ministrations (or lack thereof) on the
hospital’s part. Though medics can also be the heroes of our birthing
sagas, the one person it rarely is, is the newborn! So, why on earth do we
celebrate ourselves on the anniversary of other peoples’ heroism?

Having said that, uplifting occasions, especially ones dedicated to feel-
ing good about ourselves, are literal lifesavers in these dark times. Even
if delivery-day revelries appear illogical, the truth about humanity is that
if we don’t hold space for ourselves in this chaos, no-one else might, so,
celebrating birthdays are, in fact, essential to our wellbeing. With the cal-
endar crawling with dates earmarked for worldwide commemoration,
every day an International Cheese/Cousins/Campanologists/Carbuncles
Day if not something else, we’re left with little option on days to call

our own.

Besides, as you slide into middle-age and have kids to boot, you’ll find
ringfencing dates well-nigh impossible. You’ll hear yourself promise your
friends, “We should have that coffee/chat/knees-up pronto”, but tomor-

row never comes, y’know. The one day we can
hold on to annually, therefore, with the bless-
ings of convention, to do things we find pleas-
ing with people of our choosing, is the day of
our birth.

Despite our best attempts, and many memes
on self-love that social media regurgitates, the
truth is we all crave external validation, and
nothing does that better than the celebrations
of self that are birthdays. You know what else
helps? Whilst festive food, the bedrock to
every great birthday, lifts the spirits, as do
libations for some, a well-planned gift,

proving that you’re seen by your people, hits |

the spot too.

Yet, as lovely as presents are to unwrap, they '

have their pitfalls: From faking fondness for
something that frankly horrifies you — E.L.
James’ collected works, e.g. — to finding a dis-
creet new home for it so no toes are trampled,
to realising that someone you believed knew
and valued you for who you are, hasn’t the
slightest clue! This can be avoided by drop-
ping everyone from your birthday party who
won’t first complete a quiz on your interests,
ruthlessly eliminating anyone who thinks you
might like knitting, Guinness, or lemon driz-
zle cake. Or you could just tell ’em what you
want, what you really, really want, & la the
Spice Girls.

Living in Britain has helped me appreciate
another great British institution, the friendly
but firm Gift List, which leaves no room for
doubt about desired tributes. Call it a wish-list

The truth about
humanity is that if
we don’t hold
space for
ourselves in this
chaos, no-one else
might, so,
celebrating
birthdays are, in
fact, essential to
our wellbeing

if you’re squeamish, sticking only the smallest frills on it you forgot to
gather on your yearly slog. For my birthday this weekend, I'm confident
my family will make me their always-scrumptious chocolate cake, as well
as eminently frameable handmade art, without my having to ask. But this
year, I've also requested a trio of those newly issued vintage-look Agatha
Christie books. The Queen of Crime was so prolific that if I limit myself to
just one per birthday, amassing her entire oeuvre (all of which I've
already read but lost along the way) will require more years than I fancy

I have left!

Yet, that on this post-50 birthday I can enjoy life while thinking with
equanimity of death, reveals how birthdays themselves have morphed
wildly over the decades. If you’re of a certain age you might agree, that
this anniversary on which each of us celebrates our unique existence, has
gone from being exciting in childhood, to meh in younger adulthood when
we seemed equally blasé about everything else (but weren’t really!), to
welcomed back into our embrace with fresh appreciation for those that
remain, even as we wryly clock our renewed interest.

As a Monsoon child in Calcutta, the convergence upon our home, of fam-
ily, friends and fabulous food (including a pistachio and chocolate cricket
pitch cake, with tiny cricketers in icing sugar, that I still remember fond-
ly), was invariably accompanied by torrential rain, dangerously flooded
streets and interminable power cuts. But the ‘load shedding’ only made
the lighting of the cake candles more electrifying, and the guests braving
the elements to be there for me more gratifying than I could’ve known
then. In the years of mistaken immortality that followed the festivities on
my 21st, I couldn’t be bothered to mark my birthdays as I roamed the
earth. And it wasn’t till my 40th birthday that I brought my friends from
across the decades together to celebrate it with me in India once again.

This year, with no illusions whatsoever of my contributions to my birth
day (or any other), I consider it more important than ever to celebrate the
small wins along the way. So join me, won’t you, in raising a glass to the
lives of resilience we’ve all led, and the gift that is our birthdays?

Shreya Sen-Handley is the award-winning author of Memoirs of My
Body, short story collection Strange and travelogue Handle With Care. She is
also a playwright, columnist and illustrator.
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M’s ghuspetiya outrage:
sn't it too little, too late?

N

‘# | Pavan K. Varma

g

s Bihar stands

on the cusp of

another As-

sembly elec-

tion, Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi, in a speech in Gaya
on August 22, has sudden-
ly trained his rhetorical
guns on the issue of “ille-
gal intruders and
migrants”. According to
him, such ghuspetiyas are
taking jobs meant for
Biharis, and seizing lands
of locals. This raises a fun-
damental question: Is this
an expression of genuine
national concern, or a cal-

culated attempt to
polarise, distract, and
divide?

At one level it is a gen-
uine issue. No nation can
allow illegal migrants to
proliferate. But what is
curious is the timing of the
PM’s new found concern,
and the motivation behind
it. If, indeed, ghuspetiyas
have become a serious
problem, it is logical to ask
what the Central govern-
ment of which he is the
leader has done about it
for the last 11 years, espe-
cially when an NDA gov-
ernment is also part of a
“double engine” in Bihar
for the past eight years?
Where are the detailed pol-
icy proposals, the data-dri-
ven assessments, the sus-
tained administrative
actions?

The security and super-
vision of the border, and
the duty to prevent illegal
migration, are the respon-
sibility of the Central gov-
ernment. Surely, the PM
was not publicly confess-
ing to his own failure.
Further, for most of the
government’s tenure, this
issue lay dormant in
Bihar’s political discourse,
barely meriting mention
in parliamentary debates
or policy initiatives. Yet,
as the electoral clock ticks
louder, it has erupted into
fiery speeches and head-
lines. The PM has only
now announced the cre-

Chanakya’s View

ation of a “Demography
Mission” to tackle this
problem. But no details
have been provided of its
structure, modus operan-
di, timeline, and objec-
tives. One wonders how a
government that has not
yet carried out the much-
delayed National Census,
which should have been
held in 2021, is now going
to implement a separate
Demography Mission.

The question also arises
where is the evidence
regarding this new men-
ace? The Election
Commission of India (EC)
made a general statement
that there are “large num-
bers of people from Nepal,
Bangladesh and Myanmar
in Bihar”. But in the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise in which it
has deleted 65 lakh voters,
the overwhelming number
are those who, as per its
claims, are either
deceased, or have possibly
shifted permanently else-
where, are voters at multi-
ple places, or are “untrace-
able”. How many voters
has the ECI, or any other
state authority, specifical-
ly categorised as
Rohingyas or
Bangladeshis? This figure
needs to be made public.

Bihar, unlike Assam,
does not share a long,
porous international bor-
der with Bangladesh, nor
has it historically been the
epicentre of mass illegal
migration. Its struggles
are inward-looking:
endemic poverty, outmi-
gration, woeful infrastruc-
ture, rampant unemploy-
ment, agrarian distress,
and a crumbling public
health and education sys-
tem. It is intriguing that
when issues of such mag-
nitude are begging for
attention, why is the spec-
tre of illegal migrants sud-
denly being given priority.

The argument that ille-
gal immigrants will usurp
jobs in Bihar begs the
question: Where are the

The PM has only
now announced the
creation of a
‘Demography
Mission’ to tackle
this problem. But no
details have been
provided of its
structure, modus
operandi, timeline,
and objectives.

jobs to be taken? Bihar has
the country’s highest rate
of unemployment. That is
why lakhs of Biharis leave
the state to find jobs in far
flung corners of India,
working on unacceptably
low wages and living in
miserable conditions. The
state government’s claims
to have provided jobs
needs a serious audit. It
should make public what
jobs in how many num-
bers have actually been
implemented. What is
known is that a mere 6837
appointment letters were
distributed by chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar in
February 2025. How many
of these actually fructified
into actual employment
also needs to be put in the
public domain. According
to the 2022 Bihar Caste-
Based Survey, only 1.5 per
cent of the state’s popula-
tion are employed in gov-
ernment jobs — equiva-
lent to about 20-21 lakh
individuals. In the absence
of any other successful
employment scheme, this
helps to benchmark the
scale of current efforts. Of
course, as elections
approach, there is a show-
er of promises. The Bihar
cabinet on July 15
approved the creation of
one crore jobs by 2030. If
the track record of the last
five years is taken as a
touchstone, this is hardly a
viable or convincing
promise.

The truth is that using
the ploy of illegal
migrants, the government
is pursuing the art of polit-
ical distraction. When gov-
ernments face scrutiny for
their governance record,
and are found lacking,
they often seek to redirect
the electorate’s attention
to an external “other”. By
invoking this threat, the
attempt is to transform the
election from a referen-

dum on the government’s
performance into a moral
crusade to “save” the
nation. It is a tried and
tested formula, not unique
to India. Moreover, the
language employed in
such speeches often goes
beyond policy concerns
into the realm of identity
politics. The illegal intrud-
er is often implicitly
linked to a specific com-
munity. This deliberate
conflation stokes fear,
resentment, and ultimate-
ly, communal division. It
turns neighbour against
neighbour, converting
what should be a contest of
ideas into a contest of
identities.

For too long the interests
of the people of Bihar has
been sacrificed on the altar
of religion or caste. The
cost of such politics is not
merely electoral games-
manship; it is the slow poi-
soning of India’s social fab-
ric. Bihar, for centuries,
has been a land of cultural
synthesis, where Hindu
and Muslim, upper caste
and lower caste, have
shared not only space but
heritage. It was the cru-
cible of Buddhism, the
land of Gandhi’s
Champaran satyagraha, a
region that once epito-
mised resilience in diver-
sity. To inject into this
milieu a divisive narrative
is highly unfortunate.

The larger danger is to
Indian democracy itself.
Elections should be an
opportunity for citizens to
evaluate governance, to
debate competing visions
for the future, to hold lead-
ers accountable. When
they are reduced to refer-
endums on who is ‘us’ and
who is “them”, democracy
is hollowed out from
within.

Bihar deserves better. It
deserves an election
fought on the real issues
that shape its people’s
lives — jobs, education,
health, infrastructure, cor-
ruption, social justice. It
deserves leaders who trust
its electorate enough to
engage them on substance
rather than seduce them
with fear. It deserves,
above all, honesty.

The writer is an author,
diplomat and former
member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)

Anita Katyal v

Political
Gup-Shup

Is BJP rattled by

Opp’s voter ral
Big fuss over fi

on Gopal Pantha

V¢
m

learly rattled by the enthusias-
tic response to the
Opposition’s ongoing “Voter

Adhikar Yatra” in Bihar, the
Bharatiya Janata Party has dispatched
a team of senior leaders to the state to
take the INDIA bloc head on. Besides
countering the Opposition charge that
voter lists were being manipulated to
help the BJP and its allies, attempts are
also being made to create a division
between Congress and Rashtriya
Janata Dal leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Tejashwi Yadav, who are leading the
charge on what is being labelled as
“vote chori”. In the course of their press
conferences, BJP leaders have referred
to the “growing rift” between the two,
stating how Rahul Gandhi evaded giv-
ing a direct answer when recently
asked if Tejashwi Yadav would be pro-
jected as the Opposition’s chief ministe-
rial candidate. The RJD leader, on the
other hand, had remarked that he
would like to see Rahul Gandhi as the
country’s Prime Minister. Though
Rahul Gandhi and Tejashwi
Yadav have been working in tandem
during the yatra, the story about differ-
ences has found many takers as the

joint Opposition rally planned for
September 1 at Patna’s Gandhi Maidan
has been put off though the yatra will
continue.

ore on Ranjeet Ranjan, also

known as Ranjeeta, who was

constantly by Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi’s side during the recently
concluded Parliament session. Ranjeet,
wife of the famed Madhepura MP
Pappu Yadav, is from Bihar and it
would be expected that as a fiery speak-
er she would be an active participant in
the Opposition’s ongoing “Voter
Adhikar Yatra”. But strangely, she has
not been seen or heard so far. Pappu
Yadav, who is not known to have cor-
dial relations with the Rashtriya
Janata Dal leadership, has been spotted
accompanying Rahul Gandhi and
Tejashwi Yadav during the yatra. On
an earlier occasion, Pappu Yadav was
not allowed on stage with Tejashwi
Yadav and Rahul Gandhi. But this
time, the Congress leader went up to
him and the two were seen chatting
together. The question everyone is ask-
ing whether Rajneet is staying away
from the yatra because she does not

wish to be seen on the same podium as
her husband. The guessing game is on.

ight wingers in India were partic-
Rularly ecstatic when Donald

Trump took over the US
Presidency for a second time early this
year. Social media was inundated with
posts on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s special bond with Trump and
how Indo-US relations would hence-
forth go from strength to strength. Six
months later, it’s a different story. Not
only has Trump offered no concessions
to India, he has penalised the country
for purchasing oil from Russia, which,
he said, was funding the war on
Ukraine. Right wingers here are pre-
dictably angry over the turn of events.
Unhappy with Trump for what he is
doing to India, the right-wing ecosys-
tem here has instead unleashed its fury
on external affairs minister S.
Jaishankar for India’s foreign policy
crisis. Since the minister has been the
Modi government’s voice on foreign
policy issues, he has become an easy
target for the angry right wingers, who
are blaming him for Trump’s latest
India policy. Not just Jaishankar but

his son, who heads the Washington
office of a high-profile think tank, has
not been spared either.

hen the Congress Party
s;s; announced an organisational
revamp at the district level, it
was decided that freshly-constituted
district committees would be headed by
upcoming leaders. It was also decided
that the new appointees would not con-
test elections and no MLA would hold
that post. However, this informal diktat
has gone for a toss with the appoint-
ment of Jaivardhan Singh, son of
senior Congress leader Digvijay Singh,
as the president of the party’s Guna dis-
trict committee in MP. Not only is
Jaivardhan an MLA but he is unlikely
to opt out of the electoral race in future.
It is to be seen how the Congress lead-
ership deals with this situation.

released, the trailer of director
Vivek Agnihotri’s latest offering,
The Bengal Files, has generated a heat-
ed controversy. In this case, anger has
erupted over the film’s portrayal of a
shadowy figure like Gopal Pantha as a

Even before the film has been

LETTERS

INSENSITIVE TO
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat’s
plea to families to have
three children smacked of
total insensitivity to
women’s rights and autono-
my. Issuing diktats to people
on procreation in this age is
not a right thing to do.
Families must have free
choice in the matter of
reproduction. Bhagwat’s
volte face on the retirement
age of Sangh Parivar leaders
was not unexpected. The
RSS is still to decide on
membership to women in
‘the world’s largest NGO’
and Dalits in its top leader-
ship. From the speech, it is
clear the RSS is unlikely to
repudiate its core ideology
and accept India as a multi-
source civilisation and rein-
vent itself as an organisation
representing the entire mass
of Indian humanity.

G. David Milton

Maruthancode

RSS-BIP RIFT EASES

Your editorial has analysed that RSS has
softened its stand that leaders should
retire on attaining 75 years. Earlier, it
was like a dagger to PM Modi’s head. In
his Independence-Day speech, the PM
had said that RSS is one of the biggest
NGOs in the world. He specifically noted
that the RSS deserves merit for its ser-
vices, sacrifice and discipline. In the past
I-Day speeches from the Red Fort, Mr.
Modi never mentioned RSS. His recent
utterance on RSS has brought rich divi-
dends. This is not uncommon in Indian

politics.
Rajakumar Arulanandham
Tirunelveli

SC CANNOT MAKE LAWS

TVK leader has filed a petition in the
Supreme Court for enactment of a law to
curb honour killing. The budding leader
who considers himself as matured as any
other senior politician may not be aware
that enactment of any law or amendment
to the Constitution are the sole preroga-
tive of the Parliament and the Supreme
Court cannot issue any mandate to the
Parliament in this regard. The
Bharathiya Nyaya Samhita is compre-
hensive enough to deal with all forms of
crimes that includes murder which can-
not be categorised or classified as mur-
der for honour or dishonour or revenge.
Kooduthuraiyan
Coimbatore

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

Hindu avenger in the 1946 Calcutta
riots. Pantha, it is argued angrily, was
no hero of his times but a disreputable
person, widely seen as an extortionist.
A butcher by profession, Pantha ran
two meat shops, and is best remem-
bered for helping B.C. Roy win a con-
tentious election to enable him to
retain the chief minister’s post. Instead,
the film shows him to be a symbol of
Hindu resistance. While there is a
pushback against juxtaposing Pantha
with leaders like Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has not helped mat-
ters by ordering a police raid on a pri-
vate screening of the trailer as it has
ended up giving unnecessary publicity
to the film. On the other hand, there is
a subtle contradiction in the film’s
attempt to help the BJP use historical
figures for its campaign against illegal
immigration as it comes at a time when
the party has actually dismissed
Bengali language and identity to help
build its narrative on the issue of
“ghuspetiyas”.

Anita Katyal is a Delhi-based
Jjournalist
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If the Bill to remove arrested
ministers is passed, India will
join the ranks of Belarus,
Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC),
Myanmar, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia
and Zimbabwe which
routinely jail Opposition
leaders

ARTICLE 368 of the Constitution of India
embodies the constituent power of
Parliament to amend the Constitution.
Sub-article (2) of Article 368 reads, inter
alia, (2) Anamendment of this Constitution
may beinitiated only by the introduction of
a Bill... and when the Bill is passed in each
House by a majority of the total member-
ship of that House and by a majority of not
less than two-thirds of the members of that
House present and voting, it shall be pre-
sented to the President who shall give his as-
sent to the Bill and thereupon the
Constitution shall stand amended...

The NDA does not have the numbers
to pass a Constitution Amendment Bill in
either House. The NDA's strength in the
Lok Sabha is 293 (out of 543 members)
and in the Rajya Sabha is 133 (out of 245
members). The numbers fall short of the
magic number of two-thirds in each
House if all the members of that House are
present and voting.

The Opposition parties, put together,
have 250 members in the Lok Sabha
and 112 members in the Rajya Sabha.
The Bill will not pass if the MPs cast 182
votes in the Lok Sabha and 82 votes in
the Rajya Sabha against the Bill. But,
ironically, not all Opposition parties are
in opposition to the NDA! The YSRCP,
BJD, BRS and BSP, and some smaller par-
ties, have tended to support the NDA
government. AITC and AAP are opposed
to the NDA but whether they are with

ankfully, dead on arrival

the LN.D.L.A. bloc is dependent on the
issue.

A DESPERATE GAMBLE

Itisin this situation that the NDA gov-
ernment has put a ball in play. It is The
Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth
Amendment)Bill, 2025. After its introduc-
tion, the government promptly referred
the Bill to aJoint Select Committee for con-
sideration.

Onthe surface, itisasimple Billwitha
straight intent: to remove a minister (in-
cluding prime minister and chief minis-
ter) whois arrested on a serious criminal
charge punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to five years or
more and remainsinjail for 30 days.In the
30 days, invariably, investigation will not
be completed and there will be no
chargesheet, no charges, no trial and no
conviction. Nevertheless, on the 31stday,
the minister will be given the marching
orders staining him or her as a ‘criminal’.

The BJP trumpets the Bill as the
apotheosis of constitutional and politi-
cal morality.

Its argument is: can there be a goal
more lofty than removing a ‘corrupt’ min-
ister? Can a minister (or chief minister)
rule from jail? Those who say ‘Aye’ to the
Bill are true patriots and nationals; those
who say ‘Nay’ are anti-nationals, urban
naxals or Pakistani agents.

ON THE CONTRARY...

The common experience of how the
criminal law works under the NDA gov-
ernment is frightening. At present,

M practically, all laws have been
weaponised — even GST laws;

M any police officer (that includes a
constable) can arrest with or without a
warrant any person against whom... a
reasonable suspicion exists that he has
committed a cognizable offence;

M trial courts are loathe to grant bail
despite Justice Krishna Iyer’s dictum that
‘bail is the rule, jail is the exception’;

M High Courts do not grant bail at the
first hearing and, after letting the prose-
cution drag the matter on one pretext or
another, may grant bail after 60-90 days;

M as a result of this lamentable state
of affairs, scores of bail applications land
upin the Supreme Courtevery day and the
Supreme Court has become the Court of
first resort for claiming liberty; and

M the inclusion of the prime minister
in the Bill is laughable: no police officer
will dare to arrest the prime minister.

STAND STEADFAST

The LN.D.LA. bloc and the Trinamool
Congress can easily muster the numbers
to defeat the Bill. However, the NDA gov-
ernment is confident that it can find a way
to pass the Bill. It may have a trick up its
sleeve to win over some Opposition par-

ties or MPs in each House. Or it may have
a Machiavellian scheme to make some
Opposition MPs ‘disappear’, and enable
the government to pass the Bill. Or it has
a strategm that is beyond my ken.

The battle cry hasbeen sounded by the
prime minister and the home minister
and duly broadcast by the ‘yours obedi-
ently’ media. The Select Committee may
keep theissue alive (like the One-Nation-
One-Election JPC) until after the elections
to the state assemblies in Bihar (2025)and
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal (2026).

The Indian Express reported (August 22,
2025) that, since 2014, 12 ministers be-
longing to the Opposition parties were
held without bail, and many for several
months. According to another report, 25
political leaders with serious charges
against them have joined the BJP since
2014, and 23 of them have been exoner-
ated of the charges! AsfarasIcanrecall,no
BJP minister has been arrested since 2014.

If the Bill is passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC), Myanmar,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe which routinely jail Opposition
leaders. If political parties that have de-
clared their opposition to the Bill stand
steadfast, the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill will fail. When the Bill is
re-introduced, it will be dead on arrival.

'To answer son’s queries, |
turned to the Constitution

Howto

RAISEABOY
WALIAHMAD

THERE ARE certain dates that trigger are-
peated sense of fear and insecurity —
26/11 is one such date etched in India’s
collective memory as the day when ter-
ror took over Mumbai. But there is one
more 26/11 memory that I wish I could
forget, but that remains as a personal
memory of pain — as a citizen and as a
father.

A six-year-old boy asked to enact the
role of a villain despite his pleas tolet him
play acommando seems fair game, does-
n’tit? After all, every young child wants
to be the hero, and someone does have
to be a villain. Except that the six-year-
old was assigned the role because he was
a Muslim. It was November 26, 2018,
when my son came home crying that he
had been made the “bad guy” in a game
with his friends. It would have been fine
if it ended there, but he had also been
called a “Pakistani”. My son did not know
that it was his first brush with
communalism.

As anew-age parent, thereis alot one
has tolearn and unlearnin order to keep
pace with the demands of modern par-
enting and to ensure that the child getsa
conducive environment to learn, ques-
tion, agree and disagree with the world
around her/him. We make sure that the
content they consume online is age ap-
propriate; we try to befriend them so
that they are comfortable enough to
share their insecurities with us. These are
check-boxes common to all parents, ir-
respective of religion. But there is an
added layer to parenthood if you are
Muslim.

When my son asked me why he had
been called a Pakistani, I had no answer.
I know the deep-seated prejudice it
comes from. But how does one prepare a
child for a world where he will be iden-
tified by the religion he belongs to, or the
food he eats? How does a parent tell a
child that, as he grows up, it might be
dangerous to be friends with a girl child
from a different community?

These are the questions I grapple
with, and the answer is not easy. As space

she

SAID
ANJALICHAUHAN

ON AUGUST 21, as the flames engulfed
26-year-old Nikki Bhati’s body in a Greater
Noida house, India was, once again, con-
fronted with the brutal truth we try to
deny — that marriage, too often celebrated
asasacred bond, remains one of the most
dangerous institutions for women.
Nikki’s crime was not just her “failure”
to meet the escalating dowry demands,
but daring to assert her autonomy. She
wanted to reopen her modest beauty par-
lour, post reels on Instagram and carve a
life not wholly defined by her husband
and in-laws. For that, she died in a violent
manner. Nikki is not an aberration.
According to the National Crime Records
Bureau, 6,450 women were killed in
dowry-related violence in 2022 alone —
meaning nearly 18 women died daily be-
cause of dowry. Dowry is not just a de-

for nuance in public discourse shrinks,
should I just tell him to ignore the big-
otry that is being perpetuated in the
name of nationalism? Or, make him un-
derstand that the Constitution guaran-
tees equality for all in our country? The
answer is obviously the latter, but how
much of that truth percolates down in
every-day life?

An entire generation is growing up on
a cocktail of competitive religiosity and
performative nationalism. They hear
these conversations at the dinner table
and among peers. Television and social
media tell them to “identify their ene-
mies” at an age when they don’t even
know who their friends are. These are
uncomfortable times. After the
Pahalgam attack in April, Muslim friends
of my son were called “Pahalgamwalon”
by others in their cohort. It was meant to
be a joke. It did not land, especially for
the kids at the receiving end of what was
supposedly friendly banter.

Should our nationalism be defined by
the level of hate one harbours for a
neighbouring country that has a specific
religion and, by extension, for those who
follow the same religion everywhere,
including in our own country? These are
questions I find myself asking as a
parent.

Sad as it s, it is utopian to think that
India of the 21st century will not see dis-
crimination based on caste, colour and
religion. But, as adults, as parents, we
have to try harder to make the world a
more equal place. Nationalism cannot be
exclusionary, its canvas has to necessar-
ily be more inclusive, more accepting of
India’s diversity. There cannot, and must
not, be any difference in the values of na-
tionalism we preach to our children and
the one embodied in our Constitution.

With my son poised to enter his teens
soon, I have chosen to answer his queries
and my doubts the only way I can.I have
handed him a copy of the Constitution
of India. This will prepare him to under-
stand his rights and responsibilities as a
citizen who is as equal as any other per-
son in this country. It will teach him not
to be defensive about his religion, to be
unapologetic about who he is. As a father,
thatis the best talisman I can give him to
ensure that his mind is “without fear and
the head is held high”.

The writer is Editor (Operations),
indianexpress.com (How to Raise a Boy is
a fortnightly column)

History
HEADLINE
VIKASPATHAK

DAYS BEFORE the 50% “Trump tariffs”
kicked in on an array of Indian exports,
PM Narendra Modi repeated his message
of “aatmanirbhar Bharat” and “swadeshi”.

In India, these words date back to the
freedom struggle. Before Mahatma
Gandhi burst on to the political scene,
swadeshi (from one’s own land) rose as a
powerful idea in 1905, when Indians
protested against the Partition of Bengal
by the British.

However, swadeshi acquired greaterin-
tensity from 1920 onwards under Gandhi,
who identified it as not just a cultural
metaphor for Indianness against colonial
culture, but also as a powerful form of re-
sistance against British colonialism.

The riches of the British Empire were
built on cotton taken from India to the tex-
tile factories of Manchester, just as the
Industrial Revolution was taking off. Raw
cotton would be taken at throwaway prices
from India to England via ships, processed
into mass-produced clothes, shipped back
to India and circulated via the Railways.

A70%-80% duty was imposed on Indian
cotton textiles to help Manchester, with-
out which, according to British historian
H H Wilson, “even the power of steam
would not have helped the British city
compete”. Even as the prohibitive tariffs
kept down the demand for Indian textiles,
machine-made ones from the UK, which
were cheaper, took over the Indian market.

In his book Inglorious Empire, Shashi
Tharoor writes that the move wiped out
25% of India’s share of global trade in tex-
tiles, even as British exports of cotton
goods soared from 60 million yardsin 1830
t0 968 million yards in 1858, and 1 billion
yards in 1870. “(Indian) Master weavers
became beggars,” Tharoor writes.

Then, the Independence movement
adopted the concept of swadeshi, and
called for the boycott of all things foreign.
By 1936, 62% of the cloth sold in India was
made by Indians, Tharoor writes, with the
figure jumping to 76% in 1945.

Gandbhi'’s push for the charkha (spin-
ning wheel), on which people could spin
their own yarn, took the swadeshi concept
one step further — challenging colonial-
ismin a simple language while also strik-
ing deep at its core economic logic. The im-
agery of the rough khadi also struck a
chord with rural India, which for the first
time saw leaders who dressed like them.

InIndia’s Struggle for Independence, his-
torian Bipan Chandra recounted an

From Gandhi to Modi: A
new shade of Swadeshi

episode from 1921, when Gandhi was ad-
dressing a student gathering in Madurai.
Some students complained that khadiwas
too expensive, Chandra wrote. Gandhi
replied that the answer lay notin wearing
foreign clothes but wearing fewer clothes,
and announced that he was discarding the
dhoti and kurta and would now wear only
a “langot (loin cloth)”. Until his assassina-
tion in 1948, he stuck to this vow.

The idea of aatmanirbharta (self-re-
liance) was one of the defining features of
a newly independent India in the
Jawaharlal Nehru years. In his paper, ‘A
Brief Economic History of Swadeshi’, pub-
lished in Indian Public Policy Reviewin 2021,
Nitin Pai writes that, for Nehru, “the con-
text of the Great Depression of the 1930s
and the decline in foreign trade resulted in
..the urge towards self-sufficiency”.
Political scientist Ashwini K Ray pointed
out thatIndia’s preference for “non-align-
ment” during the Cold War-era was a sign
of a “resurgent post-colonial nationalism”.

The Nehru years saw a commanding
role for the public sector within a mixed
economy, apart from building of top-notch
public institutions such as the IITs and Al-
IMS. Large dams came up, asdid many large
PSUs. These moves were later criticised by
critics as slowing down India’s growth.

Trying to find her feet in the shadow
cast by her father, Indira Gandhi turned to
redistribution as her economic priority
framework, coming up with the slogan of
poverty alleviation. The tensions with the
US, seen as pro-Pakistan, also made her
government lean towards the Soviet
Union.

An added rush of the swadeshi pitch
was brought by George Fernandes as
Industry Minister when the Janata Party
came to power in 1977, after the
Emergency. He famously threw out Coca

Cotton
merchants in
Bombay in the
late 1800s.
Francis
Frith/Wikipedia

Colaand IBM from India for refusing to re-
duce their stakes in their local partners.
The 1980s saw some liberalisation meas-
ures in export-import policy, fiscal policy
and foreign investment — signifying that
the grip of swadeshi as anidea of national
policy was loosening. But even as imports
shot up in the late 1980s, this wasn’t
matched by a rise in exports.

It eventually led to the grave foreign
exchange crisis of 1991, persuading India
under Congress PM PV NarasimhaRao to
approach the World Bank and IMF, and to
open up its economy. What followed was
‘LPG (liberalisation, privatisation, global-
isation)’, steered by Rao and his Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh.

With globalisation and liberalisation
becoming State policy, swadeshi became
the mantra of the Opposition. Thus was
born the Swadeshi Jagran Manch, finding
a corner under the umbrella of the Sangh
Parivar. On the other end of the spectrum,
the Left opposed the policy shift as bring-
ing in evils of “neoliberalism”.

The renewed focus on swadeshi and
aatmanirbhar Bharat by PM Modi now re-
flects both the tight corner the US admin-
istration has put India in, as well as his
own government’s muscular nationalis-
tic imagination of itself. As the CM of
Gujarat, he prided himself on his ‘Vibrant
Gujarat Summits’, which showcased in-
vestment into the country. As PM, the am-
bition of his government was becoming
“Vishwaguru”, a destination the world
would make a beeline to.

As he has repeatedly said, Modi’s
Swadeshi means production in India with
Indian labour, even if the capital comes
from abroad.

The author is Deputy Associate Editor,
The Indian Express

Flames that doused the fire within

mand for money or cars, but a system of
structural violence that makes women’s
lives perpetually negotiable. It begins with
marriage negotiations, only to creep into
daily life as a reminder that her worth is
transactional, that she is not a person, but
property. Beyond the husband and in-
laws, we must ask the uncomfortable
question: what about the parents? Why
do so many parents, even when they
know their daughters are being tortured,
still choose silence over confrontation?
Why is awoman’s life weighed against the
family’s izzat in samaj and why does izzat
almost always win?

InNikki’s case, her sister has spoken of
years of harassment and escalating vio-
lence. Did her parents consider encourag-
ing her to walk away, refusing to bow
down to demands that were eating her
alive? Or did they, like so many, fear the
stigma of divorce more than the certainty
of her suffering?Divorce, in our society, is

treated as a mark of failure, not of the mar-
riage, but of the woman. A divorced
woman is branded as a “burden”, while
men who abandon or abuse their wives
face little social sanction. The weight of
this stigmais so heavy that many women
are pushed back into violent marriages,
told to “adjust”, “think of the children” and
“keep the family honour intact.”

In reality, we are not protecting hon-
our or family, but patriarchy, the fragile ego
of men and a society that would rather see
awoman die as a wife than live as a divor-
cée.We need to say it outloud: every time
parents prioritise societal reputation over
their daughter’s safety, they become com-
plicit in the system that kills her.

Marriage in our society is constructed
as a woman’s ultimate destiny, her only
respectable future. But, within this insti-
tution, her autonomy is relentlessly po-
liced. Nikki’s desire to rebuild her parlour
and post Instagram reels became flash-

points because they symbolised freedom
— economic, social, and personal. A
woman with her ownincome and a pub-
lic voice is a figure patriarchy fears most.
Nikki’s case has sparked outrage, as it
should. But we know how quickly outrage
fades. Tomorrow there will be another
headline, another woman set ablaze. The
question is: will we still keep pretending
these are isolated incidents, or will we
confront the fact that our entire social sys-
tem is soaked in this violence?

Justice for Nikki cannot only mean jail-
ing her husband and in-laws. It must
mean creating conditions where no
woman has to live in fear of being killed
for resisting. It must mean economic in-
dependence for women, swift legal re-
dressal for survivors, community net-
works that intervene and, above all, a
cultural revolution in how we view hon-
our and women’s lives.

The flames that consumed Nikki and
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countless others must burn into our con-
science till every parent realises that no
izzat is worth more than their daughter’s
life, and every community admits that
dowry is not a custom but a crime.

And perhaps most urgently, we must
re-imagine marriage itself — not as a
woman’s destiny or the only acceptable
form of partnership but as a choice freely
made between two consenting individu-
als, grounded inlove. Only when marriage
ceases to be the norm that defines a
woman’s worth, and becomes one option
among many ways of living with dignity,
can we begin to dismantle the culture that
continues to burn women alive.

The writer is a PhD researcher at Delhi
University’s Department of
Political Science

National Editor Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly ‘She Said’ column
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Unfinished,
urgent
business

IT IS hard to remember a week in which
India has been more publicly humiliated
on the world stage than the one just
ended. First, came the fifty per cent tariffs
on Indianimports to the United States im-
posed by our Prime Minister’s ex-best
friend. Then came comments from
Donald Trump’s Trade Adviser that were
ugly and untrue. Peter Navarro declared
that the war on Ukraine was ‘Modi’s war’
because India was ‘profiteering’ from it by
continuing to buy Russian oil. The Big
Bully in the White House is too scared to
take on China, so it is India that he chose
to unleash his attack dog upon.

In the face of this biased and unwar-
ranted public humiliation India has cho-
sen so far to maintain a dignified silence.
Well done, India. But now that Trump has
stabbed us in the back and made a mock-
ery of the Hindutva enthusiasts who were
soinlove with Trump that they organised
elaborate Hindu rituals to celebrate his sec-
ond term, what should we do? Well, for a
start, we need to spend much more time
on comprehensive economic, judicial, ed-
ucational and agricultural reforms thanon
bringing about the Hindutva cultural rev-
olution. Far too much time has been
wasted on deciding what people should
eat, drink, love and wear. And on how they
should worship. It turns out now that we
do not have the luxury for a cultural revo-
lution until we get our basics right.

[ was brooding upon these gloomy
thoughts when I heard the Prime
Minister’s speech in Japanin which he in-
voked his old mantra ‘reform, perform,
transform’. Exactly right. If he had not for-
gotten this mantra for so very long, we
would have been in a stronger position to
face up to the big bully in the White
House. Reform, reform, reform should be
the new mantra. There is much to do.

In the opinion of your ever humble
columnist the most important reform
must be of our justice system. It is scan-
dalous that despite the grandiose assur-
ances of successive Chief Justices there has
never been a serious attempt to speed up
the bullock cart speed at which our jus-
tice system works. Reform is not compli-
cated as I discovered from alawyer friend
who is amember of the Law Commission
of India. Hitesh Jain spelled out for me his
‘3-2-1 formula.’

“Three years to resolve all legacy cases
clogging our courts. Two years to ensure
that new cases are decided conclusively.
One year for disposal of appeals with strict
discipline and focused judicial manage-
ment.” Something like this needs to be
done urgently because one reason why it
is so hard to do anything in our ancient
land is because the justice system works
so slowly it may as well not work at all.
Getting justice for even the most heinous
crimes not only takes too long, it is unaf-
fordable for the average Indian.

Side by side with judicial reform should
come reforms in our hopelessly outdated
and shambolic education system. It pro-
duces graduates who end up unemployed
not because there are no jobs but because
their ‘education’ leaves them barely liter-
ate, linguistically challenged and unem-
ployable. I am constantly running into
young people who cannot speak a word of
English despite having studied in ‘English
schools’. English is vital in today’s world
no matter what the RSS chief believes.

From the time that tariffs have been
weaponised by Donald Trump, our Prime
Minister has said in almost every other
speech that he will never betray the inter-
ests of our farmers and fishermen. Great.
Butin the past 11 years, there has been too
little done to improve the infrastructure
that farmers and fishermen need to be
able to access new markets. The farm bills
were opposed by farmers but instead of
finding out what it is that farmers really
need, every attempt was made to make
them sound like traitors and terrorists.
Unwise because since then the subject has
remained taboo.

The Prime Minister told his audience
of Japanese businessmen that he has got
rid of hundreds of regulations to make it
easier to do business. What he seems not
to know is that the officials, high and low,
who run this country manage somehow
to delay things anyway by coming up with
some new rule or regulation. This is with-
out mentioning the corrupt practices they
deploy to harass honest citizens who do
not wish to bribe them. It is on harass-
ment they spend their energies instead of
on governance and allyouneed todoisto
drive around India to see the conse-
quences of this. It is not a happy thing to
admit but vast tracts of our beloved Bharat
Mata are now in such a state of degrada-
tion and decay that I sometimes feel that
we have turned our beautiful country into
a gigantic slum.

My apologies for writing such a
gloomy piece this week but it is hard to
write a cheerful column when India has
been humiliated, bullied and threatened
by a man we thought was our friend.
Political pundits, wiser than me, predict
thatin the end it is the United States who
will pay for what Donald Trump has done.
But that time is not now. The only way
that India can continue to grow and pros-
per despite the hostilities and humiliation
inflicted upon us is to reform and reform.
With a vengeance.
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