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smendinXPRESs - Ajr pollution plan needs political will
~FOUNDEDBY ~ b
e notan cye on the election cycle
IN 1932
BECAUSE THE TRUTH
l'l\;V()LVES USALI VER THE past few years, we  in2024. The new policy will unfold in two andcars. itisetar- ofthe policy will require sus-
havewitnessed a uuublmgdls» phases. Starting January1,2027, the city will getsbased onthe most polluting fleet. Trans- !amed mvestmen: Its true environmental
connect - halt the registration of conven- forming commerclal vehiclesto EVswill  and rewards will
. . . denceand policy 1 tional th heelers and hght goods ve- yield benefit. However, prac- ears rather than month:
On winter air. Dell‘l i tion in the country. First, the hicles, permitti xdels. From tical challenges need to be assessed. need to stay the course and demonstrate
’

does the right thing

DELHI government has done the right thing in

weakenforcement of the fuel-ban policy for
end-of-life vehicles undermined its in-
tended impact. Then, the draft Electric Ve-
hicles (EV) Policy 2.0 raised serious con-
cerns among environmentalists by

April1,2028, only electric two-wheelers will
beallowed to register.
Two-! whee]ers con111hu(e 20 per cent,
hereast] han
Spercentof? Lransponemlssxons Currently,

framinga pollution ct least d EVincenti i almost halfof
before the city’s air quality assumes crisis prupomons vemeles hile hyt LrolenA fossil fuel, sotheirc not17-
Itcompris the Graded R motors, theyremainde- 20 per cent as estimated by earlier studies,

tion Plan (GRAP) that have so far guided the NCR’s approach to
containing winter smog. But unlike in the past, when ddnums—
tratorswould wait forthe Air Quality Index (AQI) red als

pendem on| fossil fuels and cannot deliver

including the one by TERI in 2018. So, the

pose restrictions, curbs on vehicles and construction activities
will come into force from November 1 and continue for the next

the full and public-health i}
benefitsof: mobility.
Against theDelhig s

ment’s latest mmauve marks astepinthe

in with100 per cent EV conversion
oft iesof vehic

35 per cent of total transport, which will
translate 10] justis per centof Delhi'sPM2.5

three to four months. Delhi and private:
operate with 50 per cent in-person staff attendance. This proac-

es will

rightdirecti their

1initiative, but

source rather than targeting the open sky. It

tive approach would allow work d business blish

mentstoredesign work-flows, in-

irquality. The push for the EV pol-
icy 2.0 might shrink the urban carbon foot-
pnnt and the purification of local air could

vest in digital i and make ort

beforet 1I begins. Theplan

that Delhi's pollution control authoriti intoaction only
after the foul air ipi public health

Thaz sa(d bansand resmcnons should not be part of along-

respiratoryand
ov_her non-communicable diseases that af-
fect a substantial section of the city’s popu-

it won'tlead to drastic improvement.

However, a balanced perspective is one
of i fsci
Studies conducted by the NIAS show that
this policy is merely thefirst battleinamuch
largerwar, While the present policyisagood
start, to truly clear the air, subse-
quent policies must tackle the two

While the present policy is a

The public-health payoffs of this struc-
turalshift
NIAS policy brief, adoptmn of EVs would
avert 800 premature deaths annually be-
cause cleaner air would reduce diseases
linked tovehicleemissions, suchasheartdis-
ease, stroke, lungcancer, and respiratory ll-
nesses. Itwill save 12,000 yearslost to disabil-
ity every year. In other words, Delhi’s
population would collectively gain the
equivalentof12,000additional healthy years

oflifeevery yearthrough reduced

political will. Airpollution does not recognise
election cycles. For Delhito witnessaperma-
nent transformation, these mandates must
be agnostic to political shifts, and public
health needs to be given top priority.

The government also needs to give seri-
ousthoughtto phasingout CNG. Afterall, its
useall involves combustion and, therefore,
pollution — especially of NOx. Such pollu-
tion needs to be curbed.

This is the time for deliberate, science-
aligned, and phased policy-making (as

alue by the National Air Quality Re-

ofhumanlife, thi iti i-  sourceFl of Indi: that sets
i ii S clear targets and ensures that interim

study in 2025, t itionis heel do not undermine long-term
three-wheelers, and light ve-  goals.If ly umuau' wemust

hicles fully to electric power could save at
least Rs 1,000 crore every year in averted
medical expenses, reduced hospital admis-
sions, and recovered economic
productivity. When weighed

get right. We
understand lhat transpon bears an enor—
for pollution’s

holdonourcities, and we have finally made
agood start. Now, we must summon the
courage and political will to leap to the ulti-
mate solution, attack the source directly,
rather than languish in the mediocrity of
transitional technologies.

Delhi mr'wm require lation. l_ior the metropolis, which juggles a h_eavi&_t polluters: Heavy commer- good start,to [mly clearthe against tl_me Delhi gi)vemment_'s

rer ork that ireduc- g ﬂee( of over 15 rmlhon vehicles, cialvehiclesandbuses, which com- air, subs entpoliciesmust pledge to invest Rs 15000 crore in

tionsin Measurestoil the remote working transiti longer  mand around 60 per cent of trans- ) sequent N - the EV policy over the next four
directive, for instance, will need to be framed in a language of just itisapub-  portemi: Tackling pollution tackle the two heaviest years, the return on investment be-
people's well-bei public lichealth imperative. from their tailpipes could reduce  polluters: Heavy commercial Tl ire four-
will also be well advised not to treat ‘Work From Home as a sub- The De].ln ermssxon inventory database  Delhi’s PM2.5by 20-25 per cent. vehicles and buses, which year financial commitment tosub-
stitute for clean Dellu S Ty-fr d EV policy onal fAd s ‘Thenumberof commercial ve- andg d6 d sidiesandinfrastructureislikely to
isanotab isdirection. Atth reducingcon- (NIAS) 2025 policy brief reveals that the  hicles and buses mightbelow, bur ~ command around 60 percent e offsersoon. However, this needs
hecapital’ inre- transportsectoraccounted for41percentof  their emissions are higher com- of transport emissions tobeextended toothervehiclecat-

liable and interconnected public transport. The Delhi govern- the city’s most deadly air pollutant, PM 2.5,  pared to those from two-wheelers — egories firmly to get early returns.

ment has increased its fleet of electric buses, and the Metro has
improved urban mobility toagreat extent, but last-mile connec-
tivity remains weak across many neighbourhoods.

Thewinter therefore, be partofamulti-pronged
pollution control strategy. In recent years, experts have under-
lined that the national capital is part of a larger airshed with a
chronic pollution problem. Delhi’s air quality is influenced not
just by activities in the city and its ne; hood, but the toxic
smog that engulfs the city in wintersis also fed by biomass burn-
ing and industrial and transport sector emissions in an area
stretching from Punjab in the north to Bengal in the east. In fact,
most Indian cities fail to meet me nzmonal ambient air quality

The caplml 1 Lhexefore.
bepartofalarger project hat
breathe clean air. The Delhi government has taken the first: step
Otherstates, too, need toget their act together — the Centre needs
toguideand handhold them.

Inacity everybreathofclean
air, our survival may well depend on the
choices we make today.

The writer is chair professor, NIAS,
liSc-campus, and founder, SAFAR
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Vijaya Mehta gave my wordsa  Trump's Quad retreat opens
door for India, Japan, Australia

stage, my creativity a home

Sy

young greenhorn writer and a the-
atre director and actor of national
repute. I'started writing in 1967, and
my publisher Shri Pu Bhagwat took the
risk of publishing my one-act plays in his

T HAS been a long association
which started in 1970 between a

move on.” It was never our ambition todo
ahundred shows and reach out to people.
had about 400 or 500 b
— writers, artists, painters and musicians.
We got feedback from them, and that
helped us grow.
Ilearned a lot from Vijaya, about the

@

'HERELUCTANCE of the USto convenea Quad sum-
mit, thedecision in Washingtontorevert toa Pacific
Command fmm[helnclo Paclﬁc Command, andthe
Donald T: blisha
possible G2 with China have generaled concern
acrosstheIndo-Pacific. Tt it
the Quad and the broader vision of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

. .
Dclhl _Tokyo tle S MAHESH prestigious Satyakatha. meaning of space and time in theatre, (FOIP). Yet this may be the moment for India, Japan, and Australia
ELKUNCHWAR He sent it to Vijaya Mehta, who was ~ about writinga text for performance. This tostep forward. The Quad was not intended tobesolely an Ameri-
f . l fl training at the Royal Academy of Dra-  was not the guru-shishya tradition be- can prolect The intellectual toundanons were laid largely by
aLC t ]e ltlll'e matic Arts (RADA) at the time. “Hereisa  cause there is no such thing in theatre. Japan y Shinzo.
new voice, see if you like it,” he told her,  Youlearnon yourownor perish. But Ilike India and Australia embraced the idea because it reflected a
'APANESE PRIME Minister Sanae Takaichi's visit toIndia and Vijayabai did. She wrote to me from  tocall myself Vijaya Mehta’s protege. She shared interest in preserving an open, rules-based maritime
this week comes in atimeof growing uncertainty over the London: “I have been looking for some-  would say, “You were never my protege; I order, stxelclnug from Africa’seastern coast tothe. Pacchoeau
US approach towards Cbma :\nd Lhe Indo-Pacific. WhJ.le thinglike this eversinceIcamehere.lam  have been your friend.” “That’s fine, but IET: attent y for hat
efirst Donald Tn - coming back in four months, and Iwant  1'd like to call myself your protege,” I wers.
tational polic iji investedin regional to do your plays.” Sultan, Holi, Yatana- ~ would retort. It was a very beautiful T il PMModiwithJap: PMSanaeTakaxcmya-
it tainitsrise, Trump 2.0 ional ghar,oneafter another, she producedand ~ creative togetherness. terday and wnh Australian PM Anthony Albanese in Australia
one-on-oneengagement over coalition-building, The Pentagon’s directed my one-act plays under the Vijaya did about five plays of mine in thismont] ity toshow umuncmuwPamﬁc's
decision torevert the Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) to banner of Rangayan. the That kind of i future doesnot husiasm.
its original name, Pacific Command (PACOM), the 2025 National Before this, Thad neversentanyofmy theatre wasappreciated only by a handful itsintenti . Marking
Security Strategy’s narrow conception of core US interestsin the plays to a director because who would  of people and did not travel outside Mum- 10 years since Shmz.o Abe first outlined the FOIP, Takaichi reaf
Indo-Pacific, and the recent Trump-Xi summit have all fuelled know me? More importantly, how many  baiand Pune, but the elite of the Marathi firmed FOIP
concerns about Washington’s reliability as a long-term partner directors would do a one-act play? But  literary and theatre world got to know infrastructure forthe ageofAl resilientsupply chainsforenergy
for Asian countries wary of China. Against this backdrop, sum- Vijaya had returned from London with ~ about my work because of Vijaya. and critical materials, and security cooperation. These are akin
mit-level talks between PM Narendra Modi and PM Takaichi, less. many innovative ideas; she had a new Though Vijaya’s experimental theatre to India’s own aims. Japan 's proposed FOIP Dlgl(al Comdox,
thanayearafterthe former’s svnsxttoJapan mnherboostmedeepr bunch of young actors. The atmosphere  phase lasted 15 to 20 years, she did not whichi bles, OpenRAN, i~
rooted Delhi: was just right for experimentation. ever completely dissociate from it. Later, cations,and ptical networks, provides opportunities
capabilities, investment capacity, and growing military power A lot of new things had been done  whenshedecided toworkin professional for coﬂaborauon with India and Australia, Australia’s growing
makeit umquely placed to complement India’s rise. ILlearned alot even before this, but we needed to do  Marathi theatre, she brought a fresh ap- ith Japan regional power:
Both hare concerns about China fr . something bursting not only with new  proach to the genre as well. A pioneer in aretrying to reduce reliance on any single external power.
India has an unresolved border, while Japan has maritime and om Vijaya, ideas but stylistically different. This was  many senses, her contribution to Marathi Delhi has long indicared that the Quad is notan Asian NATO
territorial disputes. Technology isanother important pillar of bi- about the the time when the Marathi literary scene  theatre is irreplaceable. and it} mmz i Stra-
lateral cooperation. Both countries seek to reduce dependence meaning of was undergoing a sea change. Ateacher, guide, philosopher, friend, tegic if licy. But itshould-
on Chinese technologes and rare earths Japan bnng capital, space and time There was new life in Marathi poetry, confidante —she was many things to me. n't be confused with strategic passivity. A robust India-Japan-
and expertise, while . short stories and novels, and this vitality ~ Very few people havelived such arich cre- Australia framework would allow them to collaborate without
India offers scale, software talent and a vast market. A coordi- n thea'tr'e, spilled overto theatre. BS Mardhekarhad  ativelife as Bai. depending on an alliance system. India need not be involved in
nated India-Japan strategy can help shape the value chains of about writinga  revolutionised literary sensibility. Vijay She was admired by people all over the the Taiwan crisis. It can play a bigger role in the Indian Ocean.
the future. text for Tendulkar had already started writing, ~ world, particularly mGermany where she The Quad was Rnumu’ ingr h ic coercion, aggres-
‘The Indo-Pacific conti 1 diat and Vijaya had done one or two of his ~ did and Mricc Pt siveter Jail weaponis i oly chains
i egy. Whether i i turn: P crformance. playsas well. in German with German actors. She notintendedto cause anxiety across the Indo-Pacific. Simultaneously, many
outto trategic, India must doi byaccelerat- This was not Rangayan was founded around brought Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian besolelyan ASEAN members remain wary of having to choose between
mgns mxlltary and technologcal modemlsanon while deepen- the ‘guru- 1959-60. When Tjoined hands with Bai, ~ Chalk Circle, adapted as Ajab Nyaya Var- American China and the US. This creates a window for India, Japan, and
Acloser: hisl ya' as Vijaya was called, I knew that T had  tulachato Marathi theatre. project. The Austxaha_'l'heyarenﬂen percexvedaspartnexs ratherthanrivals.
withJapan advancesboth ives. Preservingastable, rules- tradition found my home ground. We were not Saying that her death is a big loss will intellectual Ifthe Indo-] it:
based Indo-Pacific and a favourable balance of power requires interested in entertaining; fame and be underrating her contribution, her s ported by econolmc integration. Could India apply for the
India and Japan to emerge as stronger strategic actors. because there money were not even on our radar. We ~ service to India. foundations PP? from RCEPin 20!
isnosuch thing wanted to explore theatre, art and life Iam going to miss her dearly. She was were laid market access. and Chmese dommauon CPTPP covers. Japan,
., @ N i o through our work. And, wedidnothavea  91andill. Imet herabout six months ago, o Australia lina. It
Waltll‘lg for Valbh aV lln theatre. You target audience. and I could see that the end was coming. lajbc]yby trade, investment protection, digital commerce, and supply-
earnon y(?ur The premise we started with was It was not exactly a shock when the news z}pan‘ chain integration. bLm(eg]m]ly |[wou]d place India firmly within
Nl & ownorperish.  that we were learning something from came, but a loss is a loss, and when it particularly the Indo-Pacific on
Sooryaval‘ls ]l But,Iliketo theatre. So, I would write a play, and comes, you realise that you are really [h[ough the ias rentFTAs.
call myself she would pick it up, and we would work  never prepared forit. vision For alarger role in the regional order, India should look beyond
HE WORLD waits for 15+ -year- -old Valbhav Sooryavan- oz ., togetheronit. o security engagements to frameworks that mould trade, invest-
shi ballinani Picked Vijaya Mehta's After five or six shows, maximum 10, The writer is a Sahitya Akademi am?ula[ed by ment, technology, and standards.
forthe England and Ireland tour, areward for hisspec- protege wesaid, “Enough of that, we have learned award winning Marathi playwright, Shinzo Abe Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RG®mljMzgl
tacular run on the junior circuitand i in theIPL, hehas what we can from this one. Now, let’s screenwriter and actor The writeris a former ambassador
saton forthe first few g; . Thi ipation
hasbred questions. Should he be treated likejust another debu-
tant or does he deserve special treatment? Has Indian cricket
drafted him way too early or is this a wise call?
Inthed: bornin Bihar
will hurdles. InIndia, ayounvbamng 40 YE AR s AGO Chandigarhdeadlock ends World Bankloanfor India Ajit Pal Singh, were killed, and three

prodigy doesn't just need to beat the best of cricketing brains
plotting his downfall in rival dressing rooms. There are other
challenges — intense scrutiny of personal life and unrealistic
hype. . Sooryavanshi'st d
withaSri Iankzm player was clipped from the live telecast, the
resultant 15 seconds were put out in public for the world to give
sermons. Another day in thelife of an Indian cricketing prodigy.
After, hit on the head whil ingwithabouncerduring
the IPL final, former India pacer Irfan Pathan would write that
“the father in me” didn't agree with what he ‘d just watched.
Toi dit, the BCCI travel
withhim, overing the cost, an ac that
acricketer so young should not be alone. It was a thoughtful in-
itiative but not a bullet-proof shield. The board isn't schooling
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Senrch oy Chsitigarh sotutio

Tow hithed, 23

him, orof im, to
and fund: ingtheirway.

losmgseveml ofltstdlented teenagers Cricket, asusual, hasbeen
slow. pendisn'ta problembut
beingblind to me sharksis.
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THE SEARCH for anew formulatoend the
deadlock over Chandigarh has started. The

croreto P
by the Centre for the construction of new
capitals. The other proposal was for the
division of Chandigarhin the ratio of 60:40.

Centre sent feelers to the Akali leadership
suggesting alternative proposals to resolve
the knotty problem. Theinitial reaction of
the Akalis was not favourable as they did
notwanttoacceptany step "outside the
Rajiv-Longowal accord". One of the propo-
sals on which the Akali leadership was
believed to have been sounded was the
retention of Chandigarh as a Union Territory

INDIA WILL receive a loan worth $303.2 mil-
lion from the World Bank this year. The loan,
the biggest for any country this year, isto
be used for fertiliser production in India.
India will also receive another loan of $132.5
million from Japan, Italy, and Denmark.

Tenkilled, 23 extremists held

TENPEOPLE, mcludmgthree hardcore ter
mns(s ve illed lea

wounded while Punjab Quami Ekta Commit-
teepresident and Congress (I) leader BK
Khullar escaped unhurt.

Language tension defused

THE EXPLOSIVE situatiDn on the Karnataka-
whenthe
Karnalaka CM Ramaknshna Hegde,anda

e
Seema Samithi, led by M S Joshi and Sharad

471

taformula. The gov-

and paymem of Rs 400 croreand Rs 300

b

ernmem will withdraw its order on teaching

d Haryana

three of th

fRs50.000.

Pakistan, duringthe

past 48 hoursin Punjab. Three people,

mcludlng terroristBalbir Singh. who camed
i

of Kannadain border area schools by the
year-end if the Maharashtra Government is
ableto provethat the directive containsan
element of
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Supreme Court checks Trump, but
empowers the presidency.

— Financial Times
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THEBEST OF BOTHSIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

ILLUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR

Is restricting access to frontier Al models turning it into a geopolitical weapon and/or leverage?

Don’tbeton an Al

trickle-

Soumya BHOWMICK

HEREIS an Adam Smith read-

ing of the present moment:

Evenasthe UStightensitsgrip

on the most advanced chips

and models, the invisible
hand will, given time, diffuse capability
outward, with prices falling and the fron-
tier becoming the floor. The difficulty is
the time. As John Maynard Keynes noted
ofthis classical optimism, in thelong run,
we are all dead. In a domain where capa-
bility compounds by the quarter, thelong
runisthe period in which the strategic gap
becomes permanent.

This is the harder reading that New
Delhi Alisbeing 2
and the country that holds the frontier has
every incentive to keep it scarce, Modem

tatecraft has normalised thy of

interdependence into leverage. We saw it
with vaccine nationalism during the pan-
demic; we are seeing it with the Strait of
Hormuz. We see it in critical mineral and
rare earth export controls, where process-
ing dominance can be switched onasa
weapon. Al is the next and most conse-
quential entry on that list because it is not
just one commodity but the general-pur-
pose input toall the others.

TheAmericanarchitecture for thisisal-
ready built. The 2025 Al Diffusion frame-
work sorted the world into tiers of access
and, for the first time, placed Al model

down

the frontier of Al development. China, by
contrast, has leaned into open- -weight
‘modelsthat: toadopt,
which gives much of the world, India in-
cluded, a powerful commercial pull towards
Chinese systems exactly when the Ameri-
can frontier becomes harder toreach. That
pu.l] collides with real concems abou( da(a
i security,
ence, India risks being squeezed from both
ends: Rationed by Washington at the top,
courted by Beijing at the bottom, and fully

US gatekeeping will
only lead to diffusion

ANIL SAst

MERICA'S GOVERNANCE of
Alisprovingwhimsical, much
like the Donald Trump ad-

fighter jets, even with close allies. Most of
this administration’s restrictive policy ac-
tions do not just affect America’s adver-
saries, but also its closest allies.

Reversing the Al ban likely happened
not out of altruism, but because of the real-
isation in Washington DC that thelegal basis
of the order was shaky and was unlikely to
stand uptochallenges in courts.

From a strategic standpoint, though,
these restrictions seem even more tenu-
ous. Take America’s more recent restric-

Birthright

citizenship

survives, but immigrants

SUMIT GANGULY

remainvulnerable

ernment of India as well as American
firms, it has not relented on the high fees
that it imposed on American employers.
As of September 1 of last year, American
employers wanting to bring in a worker
from abroad on the H-1B visa programme
will be compelled to pay $100,000. Since
India was the recipient of close to 70 per
centofthese visas, theil unpact on prospec-

NA6-3ruling, thel
preme Court hasupheld the consti-
tutional commitment to birthright
citizenship, thereby affirming the
Fourteenth Amendment to the
American Constitution. Under its terms,
any child born in the United States (ex-
cept for those of foreign diplomats), re-
gardless of the citizenship status of the
parents, is deemed to be an American
citizen. The decision, from a Supreme
Court that has given the US Presidenta
series of legal victories, came as a major
blow to Donald Trump, who has been rail-
ing against this constitutional right.
Trump’s hostility to this right
stemmed from his stated commitment
to limit immigration, both legal and il-
legal, tothe US. More specifically, he was
hostile to the principle of birthright citi-
zenship because he and several of hisad-
visers argued that it was being routinely
abused. In their view, pregnant women
from any number of countries were de-
liberately traveling to the US to give birth
to their children in order to obtain
American citizenship for them.
Theevidence forsuchclaimsisscant.
For example, of the 3.6 million children
born in the US, a mere 9 per cent or
320,000 were born to parents who were

sovereignat neither. ministration’s approach to  tions focussed on cutting off China. Fol- illegal immigrantsor had

None of this is a case for fatalism, be- most other aspects of geo- lowing export bans that blocked China temporary protection as
cause India is not starting from nothing. It politics. But its more recent effortstowall ~ from accessmg advanced semiconductor theirimmigration status
has the demographic ballast its rivals lack: off: vanced A!mode]s i Beijing was bei: judi in
The world’s largest ion, a median Idend upbei Pol-  hasagg pivoted to domestic de- US courts. These
age under 30, and one of the deepest pools icies designed to further America’s lead velopmenl 1In the process, Chinese firms numbers hardly consti-
of But i could Almodelde- designed and launched their tute a surge and, in any

tential, not power, and soft d

not substitute for hard capacity. India still
buys its chips rather than making them,
and the binding constraints are physical:
A iconductors, reli

velopers worldwide to build on Beijing’s
largely open-source model push and unin-
tentionally catalyse China’srise in Al while
a]so forcmg more cooperation acrossother

he EU or.Japan. While

data-centre capacity, patient risk capital,
and the university-to-industry pipelines
that turn talent into frontier research.

To its credit, the government has
stopped treating this as a private-sector
afterthought. The IndiaAl Mission has built
ashared national compute pool that has
crossed34 OOOGFUsandAsscal\ng further,

tartupsand

Trump's increasingly transactional ap-
proach has now been legitimised as state
policy, its willingness to treat Al as anew
source of extraordinary leverage comes
with pitfallsin the lon,{erm

U

own high-performance chips, specifically
testing processors in the 28-nanometre
(nm) to 16 nm range, all the way to Hua-
wei’s project aimed at producing 14-nm
chips by 2031. US space restrictions may
have restrained NASA and federally
funded contractors such as SpaceX from
engagingin collaborations with China, but
Beijing has managed to bLqu atop- nutch

orthat -

So, how ficklei

retri

stones, i

stance on AI? A departure from its tradi-
tional light-touch regulalory strategy, the
new. i beadjusting

Ithas adozeni

foundation models,andat the India AlTm-
pact Summit in New Delhi, builders such
as Sarvam released competitive open
models tuned for Indian ]anguag,es

and improvising, quite like a saxophone
player in ajazz quartet, to the arrival of in-
creasingly powerful models with national-
security implications. On June 12, three
days aﬁerClaude Fable Swaslaunched, lhe

the farside of the Moon and fabricating its
own low Earth orbit space station.
America’s Al move is anti-innovation,
too. Innovation works best through diffu-
sion — like GPS becoming dominant be-
cause it was widely available, despite it
having started as an American military
project. A ban on software is even more

What is still missing is for

rationdirected

than Trump’s earlier interven-

the contingency this whole episode fore-
shadows: A future in which a chip gener-
ationora frontier model issimply switched

-€XpOrt contr offforIndia, as Mythos was switched off for
ch:ps that train them. That specil h; the world. That ion is partly legal,
loosened intoa ion-  securing binding guarantees of compute
ary, country-by-country regime, but the and mndel
inciple survived and Ttsshar- lecti d ies
pest. i when  with hermiddle

Washington ordered Anthropic to cut off

the latest versions of its most capable

models, Mythos and Fable, to every user

outside Lhe US; the company complied by
1gaccess forever

havesince been lifted from July 1.

At the G7, the pitch to allies was that
frontier models would be reserved for
“trusted partners.” Read plainly, that

the most;

share the predicament. It is partly indus-
trial, accelerating domestic fabrication,
power generation, and data-centre build-
outsothatsovereignty doesnot restonim-
ported silicon. And it is partly strategic pa-
tience of the right kind, investing now in
the institutions, talent, and capital a fron-

pi
itsla-
testand most capable frontier Almodel. On
‘Wednesday, after an over two-week ban,
the US government allowed Anthropic to
restore customer access.

Despite this, the signals these actions
send are likely to endure: That Americais
not loath to exploit its role as the gate-

case, the mothers of
most of these babies
were already in the US,
whetherlegally orother-
wise. They had not spe-
cifically come to the US
to give birth. Trump,
whorarely accepts politi-
cal or legal defeats with
good grace, is now ap-
pealing to Congress to introduce legisla-
tion to override the decision.

The prospects of any such legislation,
which would require a constitutional
amendment, are dim at best. To pass it
would require a two-thirds majority vote
in each of the two chambers, the House
and the Senate. Subsequently, three-
quarters ofthe states would have to. ratlfy

it. Tt oreven likely

ILLUSTRATION: TANUSHRI MITRA

tive Indian vi: or-
tionate. A federal judge st:uck down the
orderinJune, declaringit to be an unlaw-
ful tax that can only be imposed by
Congress, but the Trump administration
will appeal the decision.

Beyond the issue of citizenship and
visas, Indians and even Indian Ameri-
cans have cause for concern. Systematic
statistical data on hate-related crimes
against them is not readily available, but
according to a recent, reliable survey, as
many as 27 per cent of Indian Americans
feel that they are now the objects of dis-
crimination while 25 per cent of perma-
nent residents reported the same senti-
ment. Since this was a nationwide
sample, it does not reveal regional vari-
ations. Some anecdotal evidence, how-
ever, suggests that evenin America’s Sili-
con Valley, hostility towards people of
Indian origin working in the high tech-
nology sector is growing.

Therise of anti-immigrant sentiment
both within the current administration
and in Americansociety isdisturbing, es-
pecially since the US is a land of immi-
grants, barring the marginalised native
American population. Sadly, hostility to
immigrants is not new in the US. In the
mid-19th century, in the wake of the Irish
potatoblight, thousands
of impoverished immi-
grants turned up on
America’s shores, and
faced blatant discrimi-
nation and hostility
when they landed in
major urban centres
such as New York City.
Such attitudes persisted
foryears before people of
Irish origin were assimi-
lated into American life
and society.

Compared to those of
Irish descent, Indian
Americans are a small
fraction of the American population.
There are nearly 40 million who are of
Irish ancestry, while there are slightly
over 5 million Indian Americans. Yet, as
recent immigrants who are non-White
and mostly of other faiths —as opposed
to the numerically dominant Christians
— they can easily become the object of
scapegoating. Common tropes suggest
thatanti sentiment toward

tions that blocked access to 3
such as Nvidia chips.

Forthe world, the move could force AT
companies elsewhere to look for models
from other countries or build their own.
Countries would now want to cooperate
moreto overcome this American hegem-
ony in frontier AL China is already push-

keepertofrontier Alwhile capri

t-optimised open-source

ciding whogets tousethe world’s most cru-
cial technology. That the US is willing to
rideroughshod over private Alcompanies,
asitdid earlier in March when it desig-
nated Anthropic a supply-chain risk, and
it will not hesitate to treat users pretty
much the same way. All this deﬁplte the

tier capability demands, in the knowledge
that this is the one race where catching up
lateris notan option.

purpose oftheerai

aprivilege that Washington can extend or
revokeatwill. That is notamarket trickling
outward. It’s an arms race with a gate-
keeper. Unlike earlier technologies, Al feeds
itsownoutputsbackas inputsand reaches
into cognition itself, so the leader's edge
compounds and a follower's lag hardens
intoastructural gap-

Inmyc

this month, the same uneasy picture kept
surfacing. Neither India nor Europe sits at

The comfortingvi longrun
inwhicheverythingequalises. Theweapon-
isation of Al is the warning that there may
be no such long run to wait for, only a se-
quenceofshort onesinwhichadvantageis
banked or lost. India has the people, a
crediblestart, and a narrow, closing window.
‘The question is whether New Delhi treats
thatwindow asa horizon orasadeadline.

The writer is with the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF)
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models and accelerating adoption across
its economy; the EU is now fostering co-
operation to build sovereign compute
while Japan has announced substantial
capital investments.

For India, too, it's becoming clear that
without asovereign Alstack, the reliance on
foreign tech could be detrimental, despite

cal little or no hope forsuch an
outcome. Constitutional amendments
are notoriously difficult to pass.

Does this decision have any signifi-
cance for Indians legally working in the
US, who are, nevertheless, not perma-
nent residents or citizens? To some de-
gree. Children of H-1B visa holders born
in the US will now remain eligible for
American citizenship and will not need
to fret about their status.

That said, the administration is un-
likelytorelentin its pushback againstim-
migration. Despite pleas from the Gov-

Indian Americans stems from the belief
that they are unfairly seizing job oppor-
tunities and are abusing the visa system.
Sadly, the current administration has
done little to quell these fears and has in-
stead fanned them. Though profoundly
these

are only the latest version of anti-immi-
grant bigotry and will abate over time.

The writer is a senior fellowand
directs the Huntington Programme
on US-India Relations at the Hoover

Institution, Stanford University

private oper-

allthe it ysdiffusion

ations across multiple jurisdictions.
While Trump has consistently up-

ended many established tenets ot US for-

eign policy

strategy: Hybrid public-private Al diffusion
aimed at deploying Al across healthcare,
agriculture, and public services. It makes
sense for Delhitodoubled

proud of brandishing an unreliable image
of America in everything from defence to
trade, this administration is by no means
an exception. After World War II, the US
stopped assisting the UK’s nuclear
‘weapons programme, only to relent after
the latter developed expertise of its own. It
has consistently chosen not to share its
best military equipment, like the F-22

ting to its own foundational models, how-
wer imperfect, and then leverage its scale

gage multiple simulta-
neously ‘That should be the singular take-
away from the USactions on Claude.

The writer is National Business, and
Explained, Editor, The Indian Express.
anil, indi
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Mamdani model

AMERICA HAS never been
inherently conservative in a cultural
sense (‘Can Mamdani effect break
through cultural barriers of Ameri-
can conservatism?’, 7E, July 2). What
atism is rooted in

Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGPmlMzg1

ApITI N ARAYANT P—\SWAN

RECENTLY, THERE hasbeen a renewed in-
terest in Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS).
When one talks of IKS, one immediately
thmksof classical S:u.\skm texts. Thereisno

Kabir, the rationalist we must rediscover

are the ultimate proof of how IKS can be
applied in everyday life.

Kabir’s contribution to Indian thought
was his approach to pramana — the phﬂo-
it of validevi
ority. Since ancient times, orthodoxy had
clung to shabda pramana, which treats
scriptural authority and mastery of these
texts as the only gateway to the truth. Kabir

c al s,butour  broke the bamer by replacmg scnpmral and wnth what thread is the body woven?).”  theirprimaryi Ambedkar and K
i I .Q should alsoi lit- — direct experi- |zhnnrmma ised that Kabir was i in
erature from people at the periphery. Other-  ence, makinguse of arked ofcosmic inquiry. O ing a deeply rational, scientific

wise, we miss the chance to understand the
empirical and farmore people-centric, demo-
cratic branch of Indian philosophy, engin-
eered notbyacademicelitesbutbyaisth-cen-
tury working-class weaver from Varanasi
named Kabirdas.

A towering force in India’s intellectual
history, Kabir fused absolute non-dualism
with the practicality of ancient yoga.
‘Through his nirguna bhakti, he democra-
tised the search for truth. Hislife and work

Kabir he voiceofad ic, re-

down or verses desi; to

flective publicethos. Kabir’svoiceisunique:

He prioritises individual agency, placing

morality over vapid institutional labels.
One of Kabir's most famous

shock the listener and awaken them from

the material conditions shaped by
its capitalist system. In the 1930s,
amid the Great Depression, signifi-
cant working-class radicalism

pressure, regardless of the court’s
final word (“Trump could use new
tools after court snub’, IE, July 2).
Long-term visa holders now live
with an added anxiety about their
children’s status. India’s diaspora
bodies should actively counsel af-
fected families on legal safeguards
rather than leave them to rumours.
Bilateral channels could also raise
this concern quietly, given the size
of the [m:han commum(y involved.

merged, yet otes re-
mained limited. Thiswas not dueto
voter conservatism but because the
rulingclass, facing pressureand the
example of the USSR, offered con-
cessions like the New Deal, Social
Security, and later Medicare, These

theirslumber. F thecon-
ceptual category of mayrz (hegrand illusion

“Jhini jhini bini chadariya, kahe kai tana
kahe kai bharni, kaun tar se bini
chadariya.(Finely, so finely is the cloth
woven; what is the warp, what is the weft,

Kabu' 's combination of rigorous empir-
ical testing and passion for radical equality
explains why modern reformers, most no-
tably BR Ambedkar, claimed him as one of

funded by imperialist
super-profits, effectively bought so-
cial peace and integrated large sec-
tions of the working and middle
classesinto th Today, with

in ion pol-
ch benefits both India and the
United States, and abrupt shifts
serve neither the economy
nor the goodwill of the diaspora.
AbbharnaBarathi, Chennai

Soil health

THE ARTICLE rightly highlights
that sm] health is the foundation of

capitalism in crisis — marked by
militarisation, declining hegemony,
welfare under figures

a tectonic shift in how knowledge was
understood. For Kabir, knowledge was not
an inheritance one derives at birth, nor
somerhmg to be memorised or ramned o

confluence of two streams here: The abso-
lute non-dualism (advaita) of the Upan-
ishads and the practical, bodily training of
the Na[hsampradaya and Ha[ha Yma.

Ttwasa!
tested, lived, and madeaccessible toall.
Historian Purushottam Agrawal demon-
stratesin Akath Kahani Prem Ki argues that
in Kabir, the “weaver” acon-

Kabir isiol
seen in his point that every human has the
same physical and internal infrastructure,
u-respectwe of gender orcreed. To dehver
arustic,

fluence of robust “indigenous modernity™
and “spiritual universalism”. For Agarwal,

vibrant blend of regional vernaculars. Also,
Kabir frequently utilised ulatbansi, upside-

temper within the Indian tradition.

After grasping the essence of Kabir’s
compositions, one understands that true
knowledge is a universal fabric, and its po-
tential lies in how well it binds together sub-
stantive equality, lived truths, and radical
empathy for all living beings to ensure a
dignified livingexperience.

The writer is associate professor,
Dr Ambedkar International Centre

epapenindianexpress;mm.. .

like Trump — the system’s capacity
tobuy social peace has weakened.
This explains the surge in support
for DSA-style politics and leaders
like Zohran Mamdani.

Manu Kant, via email

Citizenship quagmire

WHAT STANDS out is how uncer-
tainty itself becomes a tool of

New Delhi

otton production (‘In-
dia’s cotton farms need bettersoil,
not just new GM seeds’, IE, July 2).
New seed technologies alone cannot
overcome the challenges posed by
declining soil organic matter,
nutrientimbalance, and water
stress. Farmers need greater support
for regenerative farming practices,
including organic carbon enhance-
ment, balanced fertilisation, and
efficient irrigation. Scientific inno-
vations should complement, notre-
place, sound agronomic practices.
Sharad Shinde, Ahilyanagar
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Scams, spoofing:
Govt’s concerns
over WhatsApp’s
username feature

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, July 2

THE CENTRE has asked Meta-owned WhatsApp not to
roll out its upcoming username feature over concerns of
impersonation and fraud. In anotice issued to the com-
pany on Wednesday, the IT Ministry has given WhatsApp
three days to furnish a detailed explanation of the feature.

This week, WhatsApp announced it would gradually
allow users to select a username and hide their phone
numbers when contacting another user for the first time.
Iris currently allowing users to “reserve” ausername to
avoid overlaps with others. It is an optional unique ident-
ifier that can be used to message or call, while keeping a
user's phone number private. Messaging services like
Telegram and Signal have similar features.

Though th: isbilling the fe mak-
ing Wi PP ions more private, on-
cerned thatbad useitfori ion.

have similar processes to
handle donations. What
differs are the institutions
governing these systems

A A
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

EVERY DAY, thousands of devotees fold
currency notes into temple hundis (dona-
tion boxes) believing the offering has
reached the deity.

What follows is a donation handling
chain that is broadly similar across India’s
biggest temples. Offerings are removed by
authorised personnel, shifted to counting
centres, i ol
ables, counted, ing de-
posited into designated bank accounts. The
entire process is under CCTV surveillance.

The recent allegations of theft of dona-
tions at the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple in
Ayodhya Thave brought this invisible chain

WhatsApp earlier clarified in response to the government’s
notice thatit had built safeguards around the feature,

Username as identity

Inits notice, the government is understood to have
told WhatsApp that the feature may materially increase
theincidence of online fraud, phishing and digital arrest
scams. The government has also flagged that the feature
may facilitate impersonation of public authorities and
government agencies, by permmmg the adoption of

iew. But Ayodhya is far from the
country’sonly temple handling massive of-
ferings. Shrines such as the Sri Venkates-
waraSwamy templein Tirupati, the Jagan-
nath temple i in Pun Vaishno Devi temple
inKatra, Si inMumbai

Tirupati 31,880 cr
VaishnoDevi [ 3230 cr Note: Figures rounded
Ram Temple B z150cr off, l;‘aszﬂ gn latest
i temple budget
Siddhivinayak [l T100cr Haclments anniial
KastiVishwanath [l 280cr reports and official

Juser

PuriJagannath

announcements

The Ram Temple in Ayodhya on its consecration day in January 2024. ris

» Systemsinthestates

TAMILNADU: The Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Department.
established under the Tamil Nadu
Hindu Religious and Chamable Endow-

dowments Act, the Jagannath Temple
under the Shri Jagannath Temple Act, the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine under the
Jammu and Kashmir Shri Mata Vaishno
DeviShrine Act, the Siddhivinayak Temple
under a Maharashtra law governing its
trust, whﬂe the Kashi Vishwanath Temple
is i under the Uttar Pradesh

ments Act, 1959

40,000 temples.

ANDHRA PRADESH: The Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)isan
independent trust that manages the Sri
Templeand several

and Kash: Vlshwamrh in Vamnasl receive

allied temples. The government

besides [ormes ofgold, silverand 1ewellery
Where temples differ is not in the jour-
ney of the donation but inthe insntuuons

closely those of genuine people overnin, process.
and institutions. inethe donation systems, oversxghr mech-
Senior government officials said a risk of i dgover five
the new feature would be of India’s biggest temples and compare
undertaken. “During our them with those at the Ram Temple.
PRIVACY CONCERN internal assessment and
subsequent questioning RAM TEMPLE: At the Ram Temple in Ayod-

® WhatsApp says the feature,
which will allow contact through
usernamesinstead of phone
numbers, secures privacy.

of WhatsApp, if we do not
think there are enough
guardrails to protect

hya, donations from about 35 hundis are

Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Act.
These laws create the govemmg bodies,
define the powers of admi; 1S, pre-

models to manage
temples, state’srole

SHYAMLAL YADAV

THE RECENT allegations of embezzlement of offerings and

theRam lein Ayodhya have
brought its management into focus. The Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust was formed in 2020, when the
Union Cabinet cleared the way forits establishment.

With reports of irregularities, Ram Temple Construction
Committee Chairman Nripendra Mishra hasadvocated for ap-
pointing a CEO to manage trust affairs, On the other hand, the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the main driving force behind the
Ram Temple movement, has called for ‘liberating’ temples
across the country from government control.

»hoomi

Temples and their assets
Tt fficial figures for Hindu India, but
estimates put the number at around 10 lakh. Most of these are
small vx]]age shnnes or modest structures maintained by local
ut:u:unal y priests who take the offer-

ingsand i Asi; numberof large temples own

scribe financial procedures, pmv1de for
government oversight and statutory au-
dits, and in some cases lay down detailed
rules for handling donations.

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth

Chief Executive Officer. Kshetra functions through a trust deed
KERALA: The Devaswom rather! icatec i
Board, constituted in 1950, manages i ion of the temple. Day-to-day
overathousand temples. i i i i

Sabarimala Temple.

UTTAR PRADESH: Following a major
temple theftin January 1983, the UP Sri
Kashi Vishwanath Temple Act was

financial administration, restswith the trust.

Another point of departure is the com-
position of the management. In several
older temples, key financial processes in-

enacted by the then C

ment. ABoard of Trustees was

entrusted with its management, witha
inted CEQ.

trustofficialsand aState Bankof India (SBI)
d taken toa counting hall

againsti ion
®Butitcould potentiallyenable  the government may also
bad actors to misrepresent look into whether the fea-
their identities, opening ture’s rollout should be
another avenue for scams. stopped altogether,” an
official said, requesting
anonymity.

Indiais WhatsApp's biggest market, wuh over 850
million users. Some in the Indian tech y had

inside the pilgrim facilitation centre. There,
countingstaffoutsourced by SBIand trust
staff count cash and jewellery under the

JAMMU & KASHMIR: A state govern-
ment-appointed body manages the
Vaishno Devitemple.

adminis-
trators,
auditors, or other pubhc officials whose re-
sponsibilities are defined under law.
AttheRam Temple, many ofthekeyof-
fice-t withd i man-
agement — including General Secretary
Champat Rai, trust member Anil Mishra,
inistrator Gopal Rao, and donation

substantial properties and receive large donations from devo-
tees. Charitable trusts often manage temples. Significant do-
nations in the form of cash offerings and goods in kind are
mostly unaccounted for.

Three main traditions of temple management

Temples are managed through diverse systems, primarily
under three traditional models, with varying degrees of gov-
ernmentinvolvement:

1. FAMILY MANAGEMENT (‘PANDAS’ AND PRIEST FAMILIES)

The majority of temples are managed by specific families
or hereditary priest lineages known as pandas or pujaris. Of-
ferings, donations and ritual responsibilities traditionally be-
long to them. When multiple families are involved, control
often rotates.

A notable example is the Udupi Sri Krishna Mutt in Karna-
taka. It is administered by the Ashta Mathas or eight monas-
teries founded by the 13th-century saint Madhvacharya. Each
rmatha manages temple administration and rituals for two
years; thus, the next cycle foramatha comes only after 16 years.

Here, a single spiritual head (mahant, mathadhish or pi-

) holds prime authority. The mahant exercises

upervision or retu'ed bankers i- supervisor Subhash Srivastava— have long 2.MAHANT SYSTEM
vastava, ility forthe Donation boxes are opened assccnanons with the RSS orits affiliates.
donation process rests with trust member s for ionisthere-
Anil Mishra. Once verified, the collections ~ area managers, and security fc ithin the trust structure

into the trust’s SBI account.

also criticised the feature. Mobikwik’s CEO Bipin Preet
Singh said on X: “Not agood idea at all. Will lead to prolif-
eration of fraud and impersonation. For example, I
checked, most variations of my name already taken.
Wonder what can it be used for.”

WhatsApp’s defence

AWhatsApp spokesperson said that to protect against
impersonation, the company has held high-profile names
of public figures, government entities and celebrities.

“Users still require a phone number to use WhatsApp
and we’ve built multiple layers of defense against scams
intousernames: Other users need to know the exact user-
name to message you, we will limit how many new
people anaccount can contact... and have systems to de-
tectand remove activity showing common
impersonation and abuse patterns,” they added.

Inan earlier blog postannouncingthe feature, Whats-
Appsaid: “Usernames are our latest step to make Whats-
Appeven more private. There’s no directory to browseand
nosuggestions”. As an added safety featureand to allow
usersto control who can reach them on WhatsApp with
their username, the platform has built an optional numeric
key that others will need to know to message a user.

“When you message someone for the first time who
doesn’t have you saved in their contacts, we might share
whether your phone number is registered in a country
different from theirs to help them know who they’re con-
necting with sothey can stay safe and avoid unwanted
contact,” WhatsApp said.

The feature has not yet been rolled out. For creators,
small businesses, and organisations that may want to
maintain a consistent presence online, WhatsApp will
allow an option to claim their existing Instagram or Face-
bookusername on WhatsApp. The company said it takes
impersonation-related abuse “seriously,” and will take

TIRUPATI: Few religious institutions in the
world process donations on the scale of the

rather than individual trustees or religious
functionaries. Finance, security and oper-
ations are handled by spec:ahsed adminis-
trativedepart fer d.
Giventhe location, the Board

Balaji temple, and its famed ‘P
system’ hasevolved accordingly. Permanent
Tirumala Tirupati De (TTD) fi-

uses battery vehicles and, when required,
tomove

nance personnel, representatives of nation-
alised banks, and vetted volunteers —
mostly serving or retired government and
bankemployees —worktogether to process
donations under a CCTV network moni-
tored by thetemple’s vigilance wing, People,
weanng pocketless clothes, are frisked be-
leavingt inghall.
Cash movement is secured through ar-
‘moured transport underescort, whileaccess
to different stages of the process is segre-
gated among ﬁnance officials, vigilance
staff, bank

JAGANNATH: At Puri, hundis are opened
under thesupervision of the temple admin-
istrator or an authorised gazetted officer,
while amember of the Managing Commit-
tee serves as an independent witness.

Each hundi is sealed before and after
opening, entries are made in 1 statutory
forms, and CCTV

SIDDHIVINAYAK: Here, independent over-
sightbeginsat the countingtable itself. Ac-
cording to treasurer Pawan Tripathi, the
main fiundi is opened every Thursday in
the presence of an execunve officer, a
trustee,abank andanaudi-

rather than distributed across a broader
statutory administrative framework.

The distinction assumes significance
because a private internal audit commis-
sioned by the trust within months of its

identified inthead-
ministrative framework.

Unlike many temple boards, the Ram
Temple trust is not subject to mandatory fi-
nancial audits by the state or central gov-
ernments. Questions relating to public
audit and oversight of the trust’s finances
havealso reached the courts. The trust has
not publicly di: whether the recom-

tor under CCTV surveillance, ensuring
multiple independent stakeholders wit-
ness every stage of the counting. Devotees
also have access to official banking and
digital donation channels.

KASHI VISHWANATH: At Kashi Vishwanath,
thedistrict administrationis part of theac-
countability chain. The temple’s 56 dona-
tion boxes are opened under the supervi-
sion of a Sub-Divisional Magistrate, while
counlmv [akes place m the presence of
b: officer.
Deposu recalpls aregenerated forevery
2 to create an audit trail. Jewel-

donations. Designated accounts staff
maintain statutory registers for cash and
valuables before bank deposits are made.
The temple has also expanded official do-
nation channels through payment gate-
ways and Odisha’s digital hundi initiative.

VAISHNO DEVI: At Vaishno Devi, donation
el ; I
y

action agamst users who may prelend 1o b
Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGSmljMzgl
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mendations contained in the 2020 audit
were fully implemented.

When systems are tested

No major temple has been untouched
by controversy. Tirupati has over the years
tightened access controls, vigilance, and
surveillance after instances of theft invol-
vingemployees and volunteers. At Jagan-
nath, the Ratna Bhandar dispute centred
on the custody and inventory of temple
valuables, eventually leading to court-di-
rected scrutiny and fresh inventories.

At Kashi Vishwanath, efforts have in-
creasingly focused on routing donations

Ea—— e di

leryis valued by g pproved ap-
praisers before being taken into custody.

How Ram Temple stands apart
Most of India’s older major temples are

offerings to priests, while Siddhivinayak
has periodically faced scrutiny over gov-
ernance and financial management.

The alleg:mous at the Ram Temple are

under

enacted by state governments. TTD func-
tions under the Andhra Pradesh Charitable
and Hindu Religious Institutions and En-

stillunder
have been reached. But the expenence of

cuntml overtemple assets, properties, offerings, and adminis-
tration and ryplcally appoints or nominates his successor.

A ple is the G h Math in Go-
rakhpur, UP, headed by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, who
was appointed by the late Mahant Avaidyanath. Similar suc-
cessor-based systems operate in the Shankaracharya mathas.

3. AKHADA (PANCHAYATI) SYSTEM

Akhadas are autonomous organisations of sadhus. These
areoften in the limelight dunng the Mahakumbh, where they
are prioritised for th y ingtotheir
Akhadas function as collective bodies, often with elected or
consensus-based heads and also called “Panchayati Akhada”.
They appoint priests, oversee rituals, and control donations.

Government’s role in managing temples

The British introduced the Religious Endowments Act in
1863, which handed over control of temples to committees set
up underthe Act. However, the government retained consider-
able influence through other legal provisions.

In 1925, the Madras Hindu Rehgaoushndowmems Actem-
powered provincial go legisl 3
Itspo
ingtakeover ofthe temple managemenz After Lndependenoe,
the 1925 Act became the bluepn.n[ forvarious state laws.

Article25(2) of the Const
late orrestrict “any economic, financial, political orothersecu-
lar activity which may be associated with religious practice”
and to enact laws for social welfare and reform.

This provision is the basis for state legislation governing
temple endowments. Muslims and Christians manage their
places of worship and religious institutions through commu-
nity-run boards or trusts.

Apart from government-appointed bodies playinga rolein
temple management, they also pay salanes to pnem and en-
surethatofferi d d intodedicated
accounts. States also use part of the income from offerings at

India’solder
safeguards are rarely built overnight.

larg ples for the administration and upkeep of those and
smaller temples, and for non-temple welfare activities.

Sanae Takaichi’s visit: What India and Japan can do to boost their business ties

Free Whatsapp Channel hltps /Iwhatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKHGoBAOF

tor—automobiles — thanks largely to the

when it comes to doing business in India

InIndia, foreign

havetofig-  panese cor

tothe marketby

EXPERTEXPLAINS
AJAY SINGH

TOKYO-BASED ENERGY & SHIPPING EXECUTIVE
WHO HAS WORKED AT THE SENIOR-MOST
LEVELS OF JAPANESE INDUSTRY.

early commitment to India by Suzuki
Motor Corporation in the 1980s.

are perseverance and resilience. To these
they must add adaptability and the ability

However, more Japanese
than ever before are now making efforts to
dobusiness in Indla noticing the steady

rong Indo- teams.
The key to success in India—as in the
case of i q, i i

ure things out for which hiring and moti-
vating capable Indian staff is essential. Ja-
panese companies often make local hiring

What Indian cando

cranc complexlrv this does little justice to

Althoughthegovernmentsof Indiaand
i i jati dthe

based ona attitude

rather than one needed to win in a tough
1

like actively market India to Japan, it would

growthof

bility in anincreasingly uncenam wor.ki

serviceand oth

marketandtod

and services suited to Indian conditions,
competitively pnced and produced on a

Thereisa inthat
asmall number of the best Japanese cor-
porations are now sending their most ca-
pable Japanesestaff—a precious resource
—to explore opportunities in India. There

isvital but must comeat

apricethe consumer is willing to pay.
Many Japanese companies insist onap-
plying traditional Japanese ways of doing
business in India — whether it comes to

ingofIndia. The latter occasionally entails
challenging entrenched cost structures or
inefficient business processes or nudging
mid-level managers at Tokyo headquarters
outside their comfort zones.
Ttisalmostunheard of forIndiansto head
eventheIndiaoperations of Japanese multi-

and actively
support Japanese investors in India, es-

pecially first-timers in select seclmsA
-apa-
bilities— not only government agencies —
candeliver

results on the ground are needed.

Corporate India would benef t by en-

potential

The Japanese are swayed less by the
prospect of high profit or growth — impor-
tant though these are — and more by their
estimation of the people they may do busi-
ness with. The ability to listen, to develop
shared understanding, to stand by one’s
commitments and to let achievements —
not words — speak for oneself, are the be-
haviors thal are respeued Ibelieve Indian

rage recipro-

A STATISTIC often cited to illustrate the  has been much investment in real estate,  product peed of - nationals, let alone !akmg global responsl— gagmg with Japan more and  servi Japan or joil ountries,
underperformance of India-. Japan busi- (eclmology startups and steelmaking. [omer requests — aud lose out to more  bilities. y. Itis rareto fi find anofficein  and develop partnerships with Japanese
ne: wise ﬂoup Sanae Takaichi ingIndianones.  for Western Tokyo ofeven th In- firms to enhance their own research& de-
ishi ic partnership, is the welcome support to Indo-Japanese clean Many Japanese corporations have be-  cruit the best talent in India, provideitwith ~ dian firms, or even a part-time local ad- ies. Japanese
of J: ies operatinginIndia  energy partnerships, among others. The  come accustomed to operating in China  the same career opportunities asanyone  visor. Consequently, there is a lack of  firms,onanaverage, spend over4% of their

—1,500. Thailand, in contrast, has around
6,000 Japanese companies.

Ofthe 1,500 inIndia, just 1% account for
over half of all business. And most of this
business, in turn, comes from a single sec-

fruits of all these endeavors will be visible
in the coming years.

How Japanese firms can adapt
Japanese firms’ most valuable assets

which efficiently ‘packages’ everything
necessary to ‘plugand play’in the country
— from industrial plots to construction
contractors to trained workers to well-de-

else, promote based on globally-bench-

marked meritand deploy it globally.
Asaresult, Japanese companies rarely

attract quality Indian talent. The solution

veloped vendor bases logistics

toth ies in reform within Ja-

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

understdndmg of the Japanese mindset

revenues on research and development

and of h ped here.

Indian companies still look for old
fashioned ‘collaborations’ or ‘transfers of
technology” in return for enabling ‘access’

New Delhi

under1%.
Thisis why, despite its much smaller popu-
lation and lack of natural resources, Japan
remains a top global economy.
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SUSTAINED RELIANCE ON THERMAL POWER ALSO PUSHED COAL CONSUMPTION ABOVE SUPPLIES

Reliance on coal soars as weak

rains drag hydro outputby 19.5

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, July2

THE COUNTRY is leaning
more heavily on coal to meet
surgingelectricity demand this
summer, as rainfall deficit has
squeezed hydropower output.
Hydro generation fell 19.5%
year-on-year (y-0-y) t013,36196
million units (MU) in June,
down from 16,593.07 MU a year
earlier, according to data from
the National Power Portal.

At the same time, coal-
fired generation climbed to
117,677.69 MU in June 2026,
the highest for the month in
the past three years. That was
13.9% higher than June 2025,
3.9% above June 2024, and
14% higher than June 2023.

Coal-fired generation in-
creased amid a 40% rainfall
deficit in June, while the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast below-nor-
‘mal rainfall for July aswell. The
weak monsoon has also kept
electricity demand elevated for
coolingand irrigation, pushing
peak power demand to 264.76
gigawatts (GW) in June.

This year’s situation stands
in contrast to last year, when
hydroelectric power played a
crucial role in meeting evening
peak demand during summer
when solar output drops. How-

* COALPOWERS AHEAD AS HYDRO OUTPUT WEAKENS

Coal generation

Year 2023 2024 2025 2026
| Coal power generated in June (MU) 10325093 | 11329229 | 10329311 | 117,67769
June 2026 performance +14.0% +39% +139% -
Coal power generated in April-lune (MU) | 31524390 | 34953108 | 32552171 | 35272538
| April-June 2026 performance +11.9% +09% +BA% —
Hydro generation
[ Year 2023 2024 2025 2026
Hydro power generatedin June (MU)| 14,134.76 | 1374856 116,593.07 | 13,36196
June 2026 performance | 55% 28% | 195% —
| Hydro generationin April-iune (MU) | 34,36497 | 34,117.28 3943802 | 36.861.99
April-June 2026 performance | +13% +8.0% -6.5% -
NOTE: MUISMILLION UNITS 'SOURCE: NATIONAL POWER PORTAL

Eree Telegram Channel https:/tme/+ 2RvD_RGImljMzg]

ever, rainfall deficit has altered

sumption at power plants

the equation. With hydro gen-  above supplies during the first
erators prioritising reservoir  twomonths of the quarter.
conservation, grid operators Latest data from the Central

are relying more on thermal
sources in prowdmg flexible

Electricity Authority shows the
country’s 223 GW thermal fleet

cit, asenior official said.

nearly 80% of its total offtake

EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT FUNDS SCHEME, 2026

New withdrawal rules,
same PF contribution rates

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, July 2

©REVISED SCHEME

ofahome loan ob-
tained for purchase, construc-
tion of a flat or house or for ac-

goes to power utilities. THE MINISTRY of Labourand ~ ® The conceptof ‘principalem-  quisitionofasite;and additions,
. Employment has notified Em-  ployer' for contract workers has alterations, renovations or im-
Grid operators turn ployees’ Provident Funds beenintroduced inthe sch p distinghouse
togas-based power Scheme, 2026, in line withthe ~ for thefirsttime, inlinewiththe  orflat. Theconditionisthatsuch
The sluggish progress of = CodeonSocial Security,replac-  labour code provisions withdrawals will be limited to
southwest monsoon has also | ingthe Employees’ Provident 75% of total funds after comple-
prompted thecountry’stopgrid | FundsScheme,1952. Therecent ~ ® Underthe EPF Scheme, tion of 12 months of total mem-
operatortoturntoexpensivegas- | decisions taken by the retire- 2026, employers must deposit bership in the Fund and partial
based power this summer. On | ment fund body, Employees”  bothemployerand employee thhdrawal not exceeding five
June29, Grid Controllerofindia | Provident Fund Organisation ~ EPF ibuti along with il ‘membershi]
(Grid India) issued an advisory | (EPFO) ing partial with- ini h , within 15 “Members will be able to
askinggas-based powerstations drawals stream.lmmg of with-  days ofthe close of every month make pama] withdrawals
to plan fuel ar- 1in- under si rules for es-
rangements, anticipating the corporated inthe new scheme sential needs such as illness,
needforadditional gas-firedgen- | alongwith an explicit mention — minimum balance of25%. educationand marriage, aswell
eration for 10-15daysin July. about mandatory and volun- The new EPFScheme, 2026 as for housing requirements
The assessment is based on | tary contributions above the  incorporates those changesby  and other specified special cir-

projected demand, plannedand
forced outages of generating
units, hydro, renewable gener-
ation profiles and present
weather information available

statutory wage ceiling.

For contract workers, the
conceptof ‘principal employer”
has been introduced in the
scheme for the first time, Thxs

allowing members towithdraw
funds in case of illness of self
and family members, up to
100% of the eligible member
balance, after completion of 12

cumstances, subject to pre-
scribed conditions and main-
tenance ofaminimum balance
0f25% of aggregate of total con-
tributionstothe Fund,” Puneet
Gupta, Partner, People Advis-
ory Services, EY India said.

What remains the
sameinthescheme?

The rate of contribution re-
mains the same from the pre-
viousschemeat12%: and 10%for
certain notified

However, coal suppliesto onIMD,theadvisoryread.Simi- | isin line with the p: monthsoftotal
the powersectorgatheredsome  lar advisories were issued for | the labour codes. the Fund. The 100% eli-
paceinJune, withdispatchesby ~ June as well. This comes as the The EPF Scheme, gible member balance
Coal India Ltd (CIL) — the conflictin West Asia hascasta | 2026statesthattheem- means withdrawal of
country’s largest coal mmer —  shadowoverfuel availabi]ity for | ployer will be required (] 75%ofthetotal fundsas
1ising 7.5% y-0-y, to  gas power to pay both the em- 25% is mandatory mini-
company data. During April-June period, gas~ ployer’s contribution mum balance require-

That marked asharp accel-  based power generation fellto | and the employee’s contribu-  ment. The full 100% amount
eration fromthe2.2%growthre-  6,594.81 MU from 8,794.35 MU | tion, inthefirstinstance,along can rremain-
corded in May, indicating in the same period last year, = withadministrativechargesor  ingunemployed for one year.
stronger coal movement to marking a25% y-o-y decline. | other fees foran employee di- Members can also withdraw

peak-hour g jon. 156.8 million tonnes
(mt) of coal during April-May
Stress on coal power 2026, against supplies of 147.2
Throughout the April-June  mt, resultinginadrawdownin
periodthisyear, coal-firedgen-  inventories.
eration has remained elevated, The higher thermal gener-
with output climbi: to i

352,725.38 MU — the highest for
the period since 2023. The sus-
tained reliance on thermal
power also pushed coal con-

ation need tomeet
sustained demand from elev-
ated night-time temperatures
and agricultural consumption
amid a monsoon rainfall defi-

SHARES DROP 4% AFTER THE ANNOUCEMENT
BoB settles overseas court cases

with UAEs NMC, pays Rs 5,700 cr

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 2

LONG-STANDING insolvency-
related disputes involving
Bank of Baroda (BoB) and the
NMCgroup of companiesof the
UAE, have been settled out of
court with the Indian lender
paying$600 million (around Rs
5,700 crore) to the joint admin-
istrators of the firm —endinga
series of proceedings spanning
multiple jurisdictions.

BoB shares fell 4.18% to Rs
260.15 on the exchanges after

aﬂma?w
wnkdkmdl

BoB had Ient$250 mnto NMC &

that the settlement has been
reached onaconfidential basis,
with all other terms of the
agreement remaining undis-
closed. The payment was
settled through the Abu Dhabi
branch of the bank.

The announcement further
clarified that the bank’s liability
in the proceedings is limited to
the agreed settlement amount,
bringing certainty to one of the
most closely watched insol-
vency-related disputes arising
from the collapse of the NMC
group. Additionally, the related

T pl hermal gener-
auon remained elevated. No-

Even though gas-based power
accounts for only a small share

rectly employed by the em-
ployer or through a contractor

tably, CIL for about
83% of the coal supplied to the
power sector in India, while

ofIndia’so jonmix, = (not independently),
itplaysacrucial rebalancingrole | within 15 days of the close of
during evening peak hours. every month.

Mehli Mistry exits Tata’s
investment firm board

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 2

MEHLIK Mistry, a close associ-

ateofthelate Ratan Tata, hasre-

signed as a director of RNT As-

sociates Pvt. Ltd, theinvestment
T

In cases where the PF pay-
ment is made by the contractor,
the ultimate responsibility for
contributions will be with the
principal employer.

for the education of self and
family members, anamountup
to of the eligible member bal-
ance, after completion of 12
months’ total membership of
the Fund. Partial withdrawal
cannot exceed 10 times during
the membership. For the mar-
riage of self and family
members, an amount up to
100%oftt

As per the existing scheme, the
rate ot‘cantribuu‘on is manda-
tory till the wage ceiling. The
EPF Scheme, 2026 requires
provident fund contributionsat
12%of wages fromboth theem-
ployer and employee and spe-
cifically provides that where
wages exceed the statutory
wage ceiling, mandatory con-
tributions will be restricted on
thewagecelhngamounl Gupta

however,

bal-

Changes in scheme ancecanbewithdrawn, and par- op[ tomakewolunnary contribu-

In October 2025, the EPFO  tial withdrawal cannotexceed5  tionseitheron wages exceeding

aslew of i i i the statutory w iling or at

Mistry’s departure comes | its withdrawal norms by theFund. aratehigherthanthe prescribed
amidabroaderwaveofgovern- | streamlining the withdrawal Forhousing-related require-  12%. Employers also have the
ance and leadership changes | categories from13tothree— ments, a member may be option to make matching con-
across Tata-linked institutions | essential needs (illness, educa-  allowed partial withdrawalfrom  tributions against such volun-

over the past several months.
The move follows recent
changes in the sovernance of
tities.

firm founded ata
Sonsand Tata Trusts chairman.

Mistry, one of the executors
of Ratan Tata’s will, cited preoc-
cupation with other commit-
ments as the reason for step-
pingdown

Established in March 2009,
RNT Associates is a privately
held investment firm of Ratan
Tata with offices in India and
Singapore. The firm focuses on
funding startups and early-

the bank made the d away s before the English
menton Thursday. from providing collateral. reurers courts are cu.rrenLly bemg dis-
Once listed in London, bringing
NMC in 2020 revealed over fromBoB.Thebank,onitspart, the lmgatlon toan end across
$4 billion in hidden debt, leay-  denied theallegationsincourt.  bothjurisdictions, thefilingsaid.
ingmany UAE banks and other Now, as a consequence of NMC Health was founded
lenders with heavy losses. BoB  thesettlement, the proceedings by India-born BR Shetty.

had lent $250 million to NMC
and its founder BR Shetty who
laterbacked away from provid-
ingcollateral.

The Mumbai-headquar-
tered publicsector lender came
into the picture after NMC’s
joint: admmlsrrarors alleged [ha[
the bank

before the Abu Dhabi Global
Market courts have been for-
mally discontinued. NMC

In2020, it collapsed after in-

‘prises across indus-
tries including venture, advis-
ory, financial services, social
inclusion and technology. Its
board includes Ratan Tata’s half-
sisters Shireen Jejeebhoy,

Deanna

dollars of previously undis-

Health PLC, NMC Healthcare  closeddebtandalleged financial
Ltd, NMC Holding Ltd and mewlanua Thefirm, W|L|1$66
their respective joint adminis-  billionofd

trators have settled all claims
and disputes with BoB.
The 1t resolves all

arrangements by processing or
extending credit based on ficti-
tious invoices and undisclosed
borrowings, enabling the firm’s
management toconceal itstrue
financial position. They sought
billions of dollars in damages

claims, causes of action and re-
lated matters between the
parties without any admission
of liability or wrongdoing by
either side, BoB said in an ex-
changefiling.

The parties emphasised

tration, and arimmxstra(ors
sought to recover losses from
various parties they believed
were involved or responsible.
Allegations emerged froma
large-scale accounting fraud
that allegedly concealed bil-
lions of dollars in debt over sev-
eral years, FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Fuel price cut not yet warranted: Puri

Ponchaand Siddharth Sharma.

key Tata philant

In October 2025, Mistry
stepped downasatrustee of Sir
Ratan Tata Trust, Sir Dorabji
‘Tata Trustand Bai Hirabai Nav-
sari Charitable Institution Trust
after his reappointment to their
boards was not approved by
other trustees. Tata Trusts,
whichholds a66%stake in Tata
Sons, are among the principal
philanthropic bodies associ-
ated wah the group and play a

tion, marriage); housing needs;
and special clrcumstances =

the Fund for purchase of a flat,
house; site for construction of a

alongwithanirn ofa

house; ion of a house;

tary contributions,” headded.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BAOF

After WhatsApp,
Telegram, Signal
getnoticesfrom
IT Ministry

New Delhi: After sending a no-
tice to Meta-owned WhatsApp,

crucial
table initiatives and holdmg
stakes in Tata Sons. Despite
these changes, he continues to
serve as a trustee of the Tata
Education and Development
Trust. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FM meets French biz leaders,
seeks investment in India

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Thursday
held separate meetings with
senior executives of global
banking major BNP Paribas
and transport solution provider

theTTMinistry otoff
notices to Telegram and Signal,
raising questions on their exist-
ing username feature and ask-
ing how the platforms are ad-
dressing concerns related to
fraud and impersonation risks,
accordingtoasource.

The source said that in the
notice to Telegram, the govern-
ment has asked the platform
whyitshould beallowed tohave
the username feature.

The feature allows users to
create unique usernames that

* MARKETS
% ! 7 ) Gold+  USDollar+
Sensex NIFTY 31,43003 39540
7750212 2417570 >
57948 1 169.85 &
o i Silver » Oil ¥
0.75% 0.71% 2228850  $68.28
NOTE: GOLD, LION AND JEWELLERS

GOLDPER10G, SILVER PER1 KG: CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF JULY1,2026

sth:

RA]ASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LT

Supar Tharmal Power tation,
E-Tender Notlce : TN-2190 (RVU2627GLOB00654)

Online tenders are invited for Replacement of old CRD system by High
Energy Chain system for Stacker Cum Reclaimer (S/R), stage-1l,
CHP, STPS, Suratgarh. Tender details are available on websites
hl'vl/eprn: ra]asthan gov.in (for e-tender),

Surstgach-335805

rajasthan.gov.in.

/26/6051

Supply & T

RVUN/PR-4420
anmumbai Electric
isport Undertaking
(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA
TENDER NOTICE
E-tender is Re-invited for the supply of following item.

Superintending Engineer (Proc.)

foracompany likeFlyingWhale | can be used for connecting on
and encouraged himtoengage | the platform without sharing
with the vibrant startup eco- | phonenumbers.

system operating in this space,” On Wednesday, the Centre
the finance ministry said on X. | issued a notice to M the

Sitharaman, who is in France,

username feature announced

(1)81418.

Note: For more details, log on to

Flying Whales, during which  also highlighted opportunities = for WhatsApp, citing concerns
she highlighted India’s invest-  available in India for firmssuch | thatitcould materiallyincrease
ment itiesandstartup  asFlying dpointedto | online fraud, phishing, digital
ecosystem. Inameetingwith  the framework availableatthe | arrest scams, and i

Flying Whales president Sebas-  International Financial Services | ationattacks.

PROJA

website httpsy//mahatenders.gov.in

GENERAL MANAGER

tien Bougon in Paris, she wel-  Centres Authority in GIFT City It had also directed Whats- 0SBI
Saurav Anand are still processing expensive  fresh four-year low of around comed the firm’sinterestines-  for ship and aircraft leasingas | App to pause the feature until
New Delhi, July 2 crude procured during the $70.37abarrel. ishingitsec inindia.  wella Repairand ions on the issue are ormation Seaiy Depae ‘B’Q“f‘;‘fx';‘f‘z“:‘;;:":"a; s
‘West Asia conflict and con- “If the question is, when “She informed Bougon Operations, which could be | completed “tothesatisfactionof - CD” aidaen '
STATE-RUN OIL marketing tinue to carry cumulative will you bring prices down, | abouttheopportunitiesinindia  leveraged by the company. PTI the government”. PTI Ref: SB/GITC/SD/2026 27/SOC1442 Dated: 06.04.2026
companies may review petrol  under-recoveries of around  theyarestill carrying the stock State Bank of India (sén has issuod Request for Proposal (RFP) for Setting
anddieselpriessintheneowg.  Rs24d91akf1crote, Wwhichwes boughtata hipher Ty Government of Tamil Nadu up Cyber Defenca Centre. For details, piease visit ‘Procurement News' at
to three months if crude re- The statement comes as  price, with higher insurance i KARUR CORPORATION bank.i E|rqlbi€
mains stable around current  Brentcrudehasdroppednearly — and higher freight rates. If this e bidder:
lower levels, Petroleum and ~ 44%, from a four-year high of  low crude price persistsfor the Roe No: 6052/ 2025 £5 =-rendenn R" . “" N “ " (Second cal ated: 01.07.2026 payment of the tender fees up to 03:00 PM on 10.07.2026. Comgcr\dum 7
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep ~ $126.41a barrelon April30to  next two or three months, Karur Camuannn invies Bids fom algible Bnduers lnwugn e-procurement portal for “Providing Unuer Ground Sewﬂag dated 02.07.2026 of the RFP may be downloaded from e-tender portal
Singh Puriindicated Thursday. ~ about $70.78 on Thursday. The ~ then that would be a legit- Sdmrelis fot the partod of 10 m,s heperadofsyeas ) | (nttpsusfetender.sbi/SBI).
An immediate reduction, ~September Brent contract was  imate question,” Puri said ad- their Bids ihrough ums/znzs gov.in up 15 03 oo PM {as per ine ime in mel soegs Last date and time for Bid submission: Up to 05.00PM on 14.07.2026
however, isunlikely asrefiners down 1.09%, after touchinga  dressing reporters. FE - - P Place: Navi Mumbai Dy. General Manager (SOC)
s Va0 Seury|_Poreaol | Dot nd Date: 03.07.2026 Information Security Department
= Name of Work ®Rs.n | (RsIn y of g me o Bi | Perool
lakh) lakh) document | opening
RAIL WHEEL FACTORY ki Ui o Sesesg St 1 e Mangalore SEZ Limited
* BRIEFLY Yelahanka, BANGALORE 510 064 i operaton 3nd mainienance for the penod. of w7271 Mangalore Special Fconomic Zons, Sy.No. 168-3A, Plot No. U1
Wbl wow st Inclmmalivsih. qo A 1 |5 years - package 1 i 1384 | 24082028 up 7‘-;"302";'? 3 Months Administrative Building, Bajpe Village, Mangalore - §74 142
TENDER NOTICE NO.RWF/S/P1/05/ for Providing UGSS 1101526 w0300pM |2 Dakshina Kannada, Kamataka
Modi Jap PM UAESIHC, A pl 2026-27 41:22.06.2026 ;Mn:mﬁ'«:(;&;}%ﬂgﬂmﬁ:mggmm ) ision of Expressions of Interest (EOI) Submission Daf
3 an dani plan - . = 02,07.2026
. . On betall of the President of Inda, Princigal Proviing Under Ground Sewerage Scheme 1o el The last date for sub fE: i E0I) ded
D Ghist Matsrals. Mooy Invites. aincironic ing ne asl :ue lor submission of Expressians of Interest (EQI) are extende
inaugurate Maruti's ~ $1l.5bnaluminium |5 o e o | | oo o508 e o Copory 05012085 |0 i AT
. . . on Me Indan Raitways 5 years - package 2 Name of work Deadline for submission of EOI
2 [Syears - package 2074 | 24082060 3 Months,
T The Tander = 2
Kharkhoda plant projectin Odisha ety gov i, T Tnde P UGS e L st of 4 SHLD Cpacy Triary | _Ongnal | _Revied
New Delhi: Car market leader Bengaluru: AbuDhabi’s Interna- ! ]‘1”:"‘::"“ ;:?“”:ﬁ‘("}z ol o o o oy e o 18| 4720 }2:‘";:2: oo a:“'",\’hscf‘g"s'gf"aﬂ"“ﬁg' 15:00hrson | 15:00 hes on
Maruti Suzuki India’s fourth tional Holding Company plans to 31107726, Short. Deseription: Huxamathy : 5280 capaciy MSEZL/4 5MLD TTP/EON2026 06.07.2026 20.07.2026
manufacturing facility at Khark- mvestSn Sbillioninan integrated fenetetraming (Hexamine) to 15 4306/1987. t colony e q
hodai . n ti n:hshg Oty : 25725 Kgs. 2) Tander No: P1Z62148 o a8 S o o UO0T202810 15, 05 7005 E:glmqﬂ‘amﬁn Z@Zx max C:g:;llv 15:00hrson | 15:00 brs an
odainHaryanawas d projectin Odisha ue ate: 15/10/25 Short Description: Clay | || 3 packaces 489, | 20.0820280p [ o0 | 78 Months : o & - EOI Aef No- MSEZL/ 22.7 MLD | 06.07.2026 20.07.2026
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi throughajoint venture with Adani Graphile stopper as psr RWF speciication i 79139 10300PM n‘]’,')ga%n 6 % o Lt
rous s ;. ialsai Oy 245688 os 3 Tende Wo: 1262203 for Operation and mainlenance for |
and his visiting Japanese counter-  Group, astate officialsaid Thursday, . Short Description: Clay e oo ) ey e for e venae nterested fims may obiai detalled information and EOI documents from the MSEZL
part Sanae Takaichi on Thursday. inwhatwould be the country’slar- (ﬂ,lg?v te tapuce u gate Sloeve contorming o | |7, 09, website: www.mangaloresez.
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Unwelcome surge
The buoyancy in GST collections is

spurred by imported inflation
ndia’s June GST collections rose 13.9% year-
on-year to %1.95 lakh crore, driven largely by
import IGST, which surged 34.6% compared
with June 2025, up from 17.2% growth in May.
Domestic GST collections grew by a more modest
6.5%, suggesting that the sharp increase in over-
all collections owes less to a broad-based im-
provement in domestic value addition. Some
economists have argued that this reflects stron-
ger imports of capital goods and industrial in-
puts. However, May petroleum products’ trade
data and QI FY27 data on the performance of the
eight core industries, point to a rather different
explanation. June GST collections reflect eco-
nomic activity during May. While crude and pe-
troleum products constituted a 54% rise this May
(YoY) in merchandise imports by value, the other
chunk was gold, which constituted another 34%
rise. The surge in gold price, by nearly 60% bet-
ween last May and this May, suggests hedging
during difficult times, rather than broad-based
economic activity. To stem gold imports, the go-
vernment hiked its import duty from 6% to 15%
on May 13, which likely added to the May import
GST kitty. This period also coincided with the ru-
pee depreciating by almost 6% against the U.S.
dollar since late February. This coupled with a
spike in freight charges, and a 14.5% rise on non-
oil imports in May at elevated global prices me-
chanically raised the June tax base. This suggests
that much of the import GST rise is driven by im-
ported inflation and currency depreciation rath-
er than domestic production growth, indicating
an unwelcome increase due to higher prices.
Read alongside the performance of India’s
eight core industries, which expanded by only
about 2.8% in Q1 FY27 compared with around 6%
in the corresponding period last year, the domes-
tic economy appears more subdued. Growth has
been expectedly weak in crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertilizers and electricity. The
latest HSBC Manufacturing PMI reading of 54.2
likewise points to steady but moderating factory
activity, marking the second-lowest expansion in
13 months. These figures come as India marks
nine years of GST as a unified destination-based
indirect tax. The government can point to the ex-
pansion of the tax base from about 66 lakh tax-
payers in 2017 to over 1.65 crore today, reflecting
better compliance, greater formalisation, and fas-
ter refunds, though input tax credit, litigation
and federal balance in revenue sharing issues re-
main unresolved. GST has strengthened India’s
indirect tax architecture. Yet, the June numbers
are a reminder that a growing share of the recent
buoyancy appears to have been underwritten by
imported inflation and a depreciating rupee rath-
er than stronger domestic value addition.

A hold on Al

Al holds scientific promise, but it should
not unfold unchecked

he UN’s Preliminary Report of the Inde-

pendent International Scientific Panel on

Al drives at a few fault lines in the rapid
investment into and proliferation of Al technolo-
gies: the Global South-Global North divide, with
the latter poised to take the lion’s share of the be-
nefits of the diffusion of advanced Al models in
different industries; and the challenge poorer
countries face in regulating models far more ad-
vanced than what their own Al ecosystems can
develop. These divides force emerging countries
to choose between capital-intensive undertak-
ings to get a seat at the table, or to accept the
hand dealt to them by the half-dozen companies
whose decisions shape Al access and use. These
divisions are all the more urgent when seen in the
light of what makes a country a voice that matters
in Al: abundant electricity, highly capitalised
firms that employ scarce talent with high salar-
ies, and a drive to plow through policy resistance
with a competitive zeal to outdo last month’s cap-
abilities. While the report highlights Al technolo-
gies’ transformative potential in scientific re-
search, its development is far more rapid than
that of social media — an industry that had time to
act responsibly yet deformed public discourse
and affected democracies, even as people were
more or less able to tell what was going on in real
time. It is unclear whether individual countries,
even China or the U.S., have enough power to
meaningfully arrest how Al develops.

Al firms acting irresponsibly have already
caused harms that would not be tolerated in any
other industry. Al models have ensnared teenag-
ers and adults in parasocial fantasies that have so-
metimes turned fatal; they have flattened the
world wide web, grievously injuring the news
media’s ability to deploy resources in their res-
pective missions to inform the public; they have

leashed pidemic of d undermin-
ing trust in the written word and images alike;
and they have deeply intertwined their promises
of Artificial General Intelligence with global fi-
nancial systems, with possible catastrophic eco-
nomic consequences. The most important task
for governments is how to hold these firms to ac-
count when needed, as taking a backseat on this
conversation — even if industry leaders ignore the
Global South’s concerns — carries far greater
costs. India has already experienced the cost of
not asserting itself in the technology develop-
ment of the decade: even as Anthropic’s Mythos
and Fable held out the tantalising promise of se-
curing vast cyber systems, the U.S. pulled access,
leaving the firms that had these models to ponder
the risk of a different model succeeding at attack-
ing their infrastructure. There is a limit to visions
of Al as a geostrategic asset; much needs to be
done to address its potential for broad damage.

The right to a fair trial at the crossroads

hen, earlier this year, the
Supreme Court of India denied
bail to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam in the 2020 Delhi Riots
cases (while granting bail to five other individuals
in the same case), one key question that arose
was this: “how long is too long” for people to be
kept in jail without being found guilty of an
offence? At the time of the Court’s judgment,
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam had spent more
than five years in jail without trial; at the time of
writing, that period is approaching six years.

Bail, delay, and rights

In its own prior judgments, the Court had noted
that an extended delay in trial would trigger an
accused’s right to personal liberty under Article
21. Thus, even though the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) has strict requirements
for delay, these statutory restrictions could not
override the constitutional (and indeed, human)
right to personal liberty.

However, in denying bail to Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam, another Bench of the Court noted
that a delay in the trial could not create an
iron-clad right to bail, but would have to be
weighed against other factors such as the gravity
of the offence and which of the parties was
“responsible” for the delay. With respect, these
observations appear to miss the point. Issues
such as the gravity of an offence are factors used
to determine, in the first instance, whether or not
a case for bail is made out. To then invoke the
gravity of the offence—which, at the stage of bail,
is only an allegation made by the state — to
override the question of delay essentially creates
a sliding scale under which certain individuals
can be kept in jail for decades simply because
they have been “accused” of grave offences.

Indeed, this has happened: people accused
under the UAPA have been kept in jail for more
than two decades before eventually being
acquitted, with the best years of their lives
robbed from them. Indeed, the very fact that this
has happened on more than one occasion ought
to have given the Court pause.

Nor does the argument that the accused
themselves might be responsible for delaying the
trial hold any water. Whatever applications an
accused (or, for that matter, the state) may make,

Delhi-based lawyer

As proceedings
in the 2020
Delhi Riots
cases show,
endless
imprisonment
without trial
raises urgent
questions about
liberty

and justice

ultimately it is the judge who controls the
courtroom and the pace of the trial, and it is the
judge upon whom the ultimate responsibility
rests to ensure that trials are completed within a
reasonable timeframe.

Indeed, it was clear that the Court itself
recognised some of these issues when, in a rare
move, another two-judge Bench recently openly
criticised the Delhi Riots bail rejection as being
contrary to established precedent and reiterated
the fundamental principle that, under a
Constitution committed to the rule of law,
individuals cannot be incarcerated indefinitely
without a trial.

In response, and in another case, the Delhi
Riots Bench “referred” this question to the Chief
Justice to constitute a larger Bench to resolve.
With respect, the very fact that the Supreme
Court is effectively debating whether people who
have spent more than half a decade in jail (the
amount of time that another famous political
prisoner, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, did) should or
should not be released, is a cause for
consternation.

Bail and legal inconsistency

In the meantime, at the level of the trial court and
the High Courts, conflict and inconsistency in
judicial decisions continue to persist. Recently,
the High Court of Delhi (correctly) granted bail to
the Kashmiri human rights activist, Khurram
Parvez, who had been incarcerated for more than
four years without trial. This length of time in
prison without trial weighed heavily with the
High Court in deciding to grant bail. What is
curious, however, is that the judge who
(correctly) granted Khurram Parvez bail had
denied bail in the Delhi Riots cases the previous
year, when the accused in that case had already
spent more than four years in jail. Nor is this the
only instance of the same judge speaking with
different judicial voices: in the Delhi Riots cases
themselves, on the same underlying facts, the
same judge delivered opposing bail judgments a
year apart.

It is trite to say that no case is identical to the
other. On an issue as basic as pre-trial
incarceration, repeated inconsistencies across
cases and courts undermine the rule of law and,
ultimately, damage the cause of fundamental

rights and i 1 liberty. These

assume particular significance because laws such
as the UAPA, in particular, have an undeniably
political character, and it has been demonstrated
across the world that states are only too happy to
interpret these laws in a way that blurs the line
between political dissent and what the law
defines as “terrorism”. Recent attempts in the
United Kingdom and the United States around
dissent linked to Israel’s genocide in Palestine are
examples of this.

‘What the judiciary must ensure

In such a context, it becomes particularly
important for the judiciary to ensure that such
laws are not weaponised. While legal
interpretation is subjective, one thing is — and
should be — crystal clear: that the state cannot
keep people behind bars for years without trial. It
makes a mockery of having a system based on the
rule of law, and one that — to use the old adage —
entrenches the process as the punishment.

Itis unclear whether — or when — the Court’s
larger Bench will opine on the issue. In the
meantime, however, there remain contentious
UAPA cases, where individuals continue to be
imprisoned without trial, and their time spent in
custody continues to increase with no resolution
in sight. Indeed, one such case is that of Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam, the last two
individuals among the accused student activists
who remain in custody in the “Delhi Riots cases”.
After the denial of bail by the Supreme Court, the
case is once again coming up before the trial
court this week; in the meantime, five years in
prison have turned into six, and the cost — both
to the lives of the imprisoned individuals and to
the rule of law — has continued to become
steeper.

Ultimately, therefore, this issue is both about
individual human lives and about our
commitment as a society to human and
democratic values. As these cases continue to
arise, the courts will once again have an
opportunity to reaffirm these values, whether in
individual bail cases before trial courts or when it
comes to laying down the law before the Court. It
is to be hoped that this happens, and that the
cycle of endless imprisonment without trial is
broken.

A shot at life, Mandsaur’s model for HPV vaccination

he birth of Savita (name changed) in

Mandsaur district, Madhya Pradesh, 14

years ago was a moment of celebration for
her family. The Banchhada community she was
born into — a denotified tribe in Madhya Pradesh
traditionally associated with sex work —
welcomes the birth of girls, who are often viewed
as future breadwinners. Yet, when a team of
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccinators recently
approached Savita’s family, they were
apprehensive. “Will she be able to work?” they
asked candidly, worried about the vaccine’s
future impact.

Their hesitation was neither unexpected nor
isolated. Although cervical cancer is the second
most common cancer among Indian women,
preventive health-care initiatives often grapple
with low levels of awareness and social stigma.
Cervical cancer vaccination faces a distinct set of
challenges — low cultural sensitivity around
sexual health and gender bias, coupled with
vaccine hesitancy — making it a pressing public
health concern.

In light of this, the Government of India
launched a nationwide cervical cancer campaign
on February 28, 2026, providing free HPV
vaccinations to 115 crore girls aged 14-15 years.
India bears a quarter of the global cervical cancer
burden, reporting over 1.2 lakh new cases and
80,000 deaths annually. Since nearly 95% of
cases are caused by high-risk HPV strains,
vaccination offers a significant preventive
breakthrough.

From data to coverage

To implement the programme effectively and
inclusively, the Mandsaur district administration
adopted a data-driven, decentralised and
adaptive strategy. For exhaustive coverage, the
most vulnerable and often overlooked
populations were targeted first.

Girls from difficult-to-reach communities —
Banchhadas, nomadic tribes, urban slums, and
school dropouts — became the starting point.
These “missed populations” are at greater risk of
falling off the radar of government service
delivery.

At the grassroots, the challenge is often not
vaccine hesitancy but data invisibility. Leveraging

Aditi Garg
Collector and District

Magistrate, Mandsaur,
Madhya Pradesh

This district in
Madhya Pradesh
has
demonstrated
effective
grassroots
strategies for
HPV vaccination
delivery

multiple government databases — Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK), SAMAGRA MP (a
citizen-centric social security platform by the
Government of Madhya Pradesh) and Ladli Laxmi
Yojana hyper-localised target lists were created.
Fragmented records were transformed into
actionable intelligence. Door-to-door surveys and
tracking through SAMAGRA IDs ensured that
eligible girls did not fall through statistical gaps.
School and anganwadi enrolment gaps over the
years were meticulously analysed to prepare
village-level Master Line Lists. Rapid identification
of ‘low-coverage/high-resistance’ areas enabled
coordinated micro-planning. Mapping vulnerable
groups geographically also enabled customising
communication strategies, tailored to cultural
sensitivities.

Reducing barriers through ‘nudges’
Behavioural insights played a pivotal role in
grassroots” saturation, The district relied on the
“Nudge Approach” that helped design an
environment where vaccination became the
default choice. This helped in effectively breaking
down grassroots barriers such as reluctance,
inertia, social discomfort. Health-care workers
informed families that their daughters were ‘due
for vaccination’, rather than asking them to
choose to vaccinate. Families who refused
vaccinations received repeated counselling visits
by health-care teams. Schools and local bodies
arranged transportation to eliminate logistical
barriers, simplifying access.

Misinformation hoaxes and myths around
vaccine-induced infertility resulted in initial
resistance. To counter rumours, the
administration launched targeted awareness
campaigns involving Gen-Z influencers and youth
icons. National-level athletes, young doctors,
students, religious leaders and media
personalities voluntarily joined the effort to
promote vaccination and dispel misconceptions.

Social norms and peer networks served as
powerful “behavioural nudges”. Local events
publicly felicitated vaccinated families and
recognised vaccinated girls as peer champions.
Gram panchayat and ward-level data sharing
sparked both collaboration and competition.
Recognition was given to both top performers

and the most improved. “Digital nudges” and
red-flag reminders for frontline workers
enhanced monitoring and accountability.

At the cutting-edge implementation level,
resistance often manifests as delay, doubt, and
discomfort rather than outright refusal.
Vaccinations were conducted exclusively under
medical supervision at visible health-care
facilities, normalising the practice of adolescent
girls’ vaccination. Experiences of women affected
by cervical cancer were shared to create
emotional resonance and encourage informed
decision-making. Counselling sessions reduced
stigma and replaced distrust with dialogue.

Strategy to impact

The HPV campaign was further integrated with
on-going health-care programmes. Routine
immunisation days, antenatal care clinics and the
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
sessions were used to promote HPV awareness
and conduct vaccination drives. When women
accessed one service, they became more
receptive to another, creating avenues for
‘bundling’ of health-care service delivery.

The results were significant. In less than 40
days, Mandsaur achieved 100% of its vaccination
target — 493 vaccination sessions were conducted
through 12 permanent and 27 temporary
vaccination sites across the district. Girls who met
the criteria, from 893 villages and 190 urban
wards, were mobilised, moving from planning on
paper to protecting the population.

The magnitude of India’s health-care challenge
must be met with the measure of its grassroots’
actions. Policy design must bridge the yawning
gap between intended outcomes and empirical
ground realities. Behavioural and systemic
“nudges” in implementation can leverage the
human tendency to opt for preset choices.
Dovetailing health-care data and grassroots
innovations tailored to regional realities can
bridge the last mile and deliver the final dose.

By moving from coverage to care, from data to
impact, Mandsaur turned a formidable public
health challenge into a collective mass
movement. The district’s inclusive vaccination
campaign demonstrated how a simple shot in the
arm can truly become a fair shot at life.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Horse-trading allegations
It has become hard to make
sense of what is happening
in Tamil Nadu politics. The
election result has redrawn
the political landscape with
parties such as the
Congress, the CPI(M), the
CPI, the VCK, the IUML and
MDMK providing the
TVK-led government its
crutches, and the AIADMK
imploding. The so-called
ideological like-mindedness
has given way to
opportunism. What these
parties did was not quite
ethical. Saying that it was
done to prevent the

imposition of President’s
rule was a lame excuse to
rationalise their politically
expedient move. It is most
worrying that newly-elected
AIADMK MLAs are tendering
their resignations as MLAs
and joining the TVK. If it is
not TVK-style ‘horse
trading), what is it? The
defections are no great
advertisement to ‘pure
politics’ that Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay professes to
represent and uphold. The
only plausible explanation
for luring AIADMK MLAs is
that the TVK does not want
to rely on the support of the

allies for long. The TVK's
countercharges that the
DMK is indulging in horse
trading does not stand the
test of contextualisation,
given the respective
strengths of the parties in
the Assembly. The irony is
that at the time of voting,
electors were not aware of
the possibility of their
elected representatives
resigning so soon after the
election, for no good
reason.

G. David Milton,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

Political morality, probity in

public life and ethical
propriety dictate that the
sanctity of democracy
needs to be upheld and
preserved. Public trust is
the core aspect ina
democracy. Some
fast-emerging events in the
State drive one to infer that
the very foundation of
democracy is under attack.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai

Blending experiment

The government’s latest
submission before the
Supreme Court that ethanol
blending remains an
ongoing experiment raises
many questions: if its full
impacts are still being
studied, why has
ethanol-blended fuel
become the default option
for consumers, and why
have concerns over
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efficiency losses and engine
damages been so readily
dismissed? Equally
concerning is that the
promised benefits of
ethanol blending have yet
to translate into visible
savings at the petrol pump,
with fuel prices remaining
high and consumers left
wondering where the gains
are.

Himangka Kaushik,

New Delhi
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Has the expansion to 48 teams affected the quality of the World Cup?

PARLEY I

‘World Cup to 48 teams, starting with the

2026 edition, there were mixed feelings.

Many welcomed the move, arguing that
the flagship event of the planet’s most popular
sport should have more than just 32 outfits. But
there was criticism too, for many felt that the
increase would dilute the quality of football.
What does evidence from the ongoing World
Cup in North America say? Pradhyum Reddy

and ala Chhangte discuss this in a

conversation moderated by N. Sudarshan.
Edited excerpts:

l n January 2017, when FIFA expanded the

How has the World Cup watching experience
been so far?

Pradhyum Reddy: Apart from the time
difference, it has been really enjoyable. Before
the World Cup, there was talk about a lot of the
negatives, but it is good to see the crowds. This
is what makes the World Cup so interesting, like
the stories about the Scottish fans in Boston and
the colour that the African sides bring. Teams
have caught us by surprise and that gulf with
European and South American sides keeps
getting smaller. Teams like Cape Verde and the
Democratic Republic of Congo have made it
really interesting.

Lallianzuala Chhangte: The biggest thing I
have noticed is how competitive football has
become. Every team is better prepared and
there are very few easy games. From a player’s
point of view, it is really inspiring to see how
much nations have progressed. It is really
exciting to see more countries get the
opportunity to compete on a bigger stage.

Many feared an abundance of one-sided
contests. How do you rate the quality?

PR: There have not been many blowout games.
It is good to see the so-called smaller countries
coming through. There has been a lot of
gate-keeping by European countries over the
years. If it is called a World Cup, it should be
representative of the world and not just five or
six countries from South America and the
European elite. Nine of the [10] African
countries qualified for the second phase. The
Asian countries started well, and then the gulfin
quality became visible.

But [overall], it has been good, and this is
what inspires nations. Even from an Indian
perspective, you will get fans who do not
normally follow Indian football suddenly getting
involved. It is a good gauge of where we are, and
the direction in which world football is growing

Changes begin: Cape Verde, the third-smallest country to qualify, reached the
knockout rounds. REUTERS

in terms of player quality and styles.

LC: The tournament has answered many
doubts. Expanding the World Cup has given
more nations a chance to dream bigger. I do not
think the quality has suffered. In fact, it has been
shown that the gap between many countries is
getting smaller because football is developing
everywhere.

Cape Verde, the third-smallest country to
qualify, reached the knockout rounds. Only
Mexico, Argentina and France won all three
of their group-stage matches. Is this proof of
the quality improving?

LC: Absolutely. It proves that football is not just
about population or history anymore. With the
right planning, right investment and belief, even
smaller nations can compete with the best.

PR: One of the disadvantages of the 48-team
World Cup is the way eight third-placed sides
[from the group stage] go through. It leads to the
situation where you are probably not going to
have three wins like Argentina, Mexico and
France because you can pretty much qualify
after two wins.

That said, you cannot just play to get three
draws because you have seen teams even with
one win not go through. So there is an incentive
to [get a win] and that is why you have seen
some really good counter-attacking football.
Players all over the world are very well prepared
physically. So, if they can be defensively
organised, the gulf narrows. That is the great
leveler we have seen this time.

Asia doubled its slots for the 2026 World
Cup, helping Uzbekistan and Jordan make
the grade. They lost all their matches, but
what effect can World Cup qualification have
on acountry?

ee

Expanding the World Cup has given more
nations a chance to dream bigger. It has been
shown that the gap between many countries
is getting smaller because football is
developing everywhere

LALLIANZUALA CHHANGTE

PR: We should not look at the results of
Uzbekistan and Jordan in a negative light. It is a
massive achievement to qualify. Jordan was
runner-up at the AFC Asian Cup (2023).
Uzbekistan has done well at the U-17, U-20, and
U-23 levels in Asia. So, if you can consistently
challenge for your continental competitions, the
pathway is there for success. Of course,
countries that come in for the first time are not
going to see success. You need one team to go
far, like Morocco last time (semifinalist in 2022).
‘That will inspire other teams to bridge the gap
between themselves and the leaders in the
region.

LC: When I look back at those matches we
played [against Uzbekistan and others], I still
feel jealous. But seeing Uzbekistan and Jordan
feature in the World Cup also gives us hope.
Qualification for the World Cup can transform
football. It will inspire young players, attract
more sponsors and big brands of the world, and
it will improve infrastructure and encourage
better youth development. The results did not
go Uzbekistan’s and Jordan’s way, but
experience at the highest level is invaluable.

Only two out of nine from the Asian zone
made it to the round of 32. But nine of the 10
African nations progressed. What does it say
about Asian football? Overall, do you think
the sport is improving?

PR: Alot of the African players are playing in the
top-five leagues of the world. That is the next
stage of development for Asian football. African
club football has not really grown as much as
player development. But you look at Asia, there
is a lot of focus on how the clubs have grown,
whether they are successful in the AFC
Champions League, etc.

Even among the elite in Asia, like Japan and
South Korea, many players are playing in
Europe. They have got a striker [Ayase Ueda,
Japan] who was the top scorer in the Eredivisie
[Netherlands]. Once the rest of Asia can catch
up in producing players who go on to play at
that level, the gulf will reduce.

LC: Every continent is improving. Africa’s
performance shows what consistent investment

and player development can achieve. Most of
the players from Africa are playing abroad. Asia
has made progress too, but we still need greater
consistency. Countries like Japan and Australia
have shown what is possible with long-term
planning. I think the gap with Europe and South
America is getting smaller and smaller each
year.

India is ranked 26th in Asia. When can we
realistically expect to be at a World Cup?

PR: The simplest explanation is: you look at all
the teams that have qualified, and they have
gutten there by doing well conslstem.ly in their

lerations. We have not qualified for the
2027 AFC Asian Cup. Qualification for the AFC
competitions should become the norm. We have
to be there at every single AFC U-23 and U-20
event. The [Indian] women just showed that
they can do it. They were at the AFC U-17, U-20
and seniors. When our men’s teams consistently
compete at all age-group tournaments for at
least 10 years, you are starting to build a group
that could compete in a World Cup.

LC: We have not built an ecosystem consistently
over a long period. There have been changes in
directions, uncertainties with the league,
challenges in youth development, infrastructure
and grassroots football. These things do not
improve overnight, but at the same time, it is not
areason to lose hope. We should not put a fixed
timeline on qualifying because that creates
unnecessary pressure. We should focus on
improving year after year, and become
consistently competitive in Asia first. Then,
qualifying for the World Cup will become a
realistic goal rather than just a dream.

As a player, how do you cope with the feeling
of missing out?

LC: We were once close [to Uzbekistan], in
terms of physicality and experience. One reason
we are not catching up is that we don’t have
Indian-origin players playing here, and our
players aren't taking the risk to play outside
India. As coach Pradhyum mentioned, we need
more players who play outside. For me, it might
be too late. But the younger generation should
go abroad and gain experience for at least four
or five years. We need players who go out of
their comfort zone, and that will put India in a
better place.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindy.com

Bhagyaraj, Bharathiraja and the
memories they left behind

Two filmmakers reshaped Tamil cinema with distinctive storytelling,

| NOTEBOOK I

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Bowing out

memorable characters and authentic portrayals of human relationships

B. Kolappan

watch K. Bhagyaraj’s Thooral Ninnu

Pochu. 1 sat on the carrier of my cou-
sin’s bicycle as he pedalled against the stiff
wind blowing from Putheri Lake in Kanni-
yakumari district. That night, we slept on
the veranda of my cousin’s neighbour’s
house and woke up to the scorching morn-
ing sun beating down on our faces, with
the film still playing in my mind. Its unfor-
gettable songs — especially Erikkarai Poon-
gatre — have continued to echo in my ears
even after decades.

The day Bhagyaraj died, I was in Thuk-
kachi, a village near Kumbakonam. My
Chief of Bureau, Ramya Kannan, alerted
me to the news. I was stunned. Barely two
weeks earlier, another of my favourite film-
makers, Bharathiraja, had passed away.

Bhagyaraj was an associate of Bharathi-
raja. Together, they transformed the gram-
mar of Tamil cinema. Writing Bhagyaraj’s
obituary — and, before that, Bharathiraja’s
— came naturally to me because I had ad-
mired their work for decades. As a direc-
tor, actor, scriptwriter, and dialogue wri-
Bhagyaraj
convention of commercial filmmaking.

A gifted storyteller with an Jnstlncnve

of human

l vividly remember the night I went to

ter,

In Bhagy:

broke almost every

dethroned the larger-than-life hero and re-
placed him with the ordinary man from the
street. He proved that charisma did not de-
pend on a commanding screen presence or
exaggerated heroics. Wit, intelligence, vul-
nerability and self-deprecating humour
could be just as compelling. His films
showed that an unassuming young man
could win a woman’s heart through inge-
nuity rather than machismo.

In Indru Poi Naalai Vaa, he and his
friends are willing to do almost anything to
win the affection of the heroine. Bhagya-
raj’s character accompanies the heroine’s
mother to the ration shop in the hope of
getting closer to her family and even
sketches a donkey because its milk is be-
lieved to cure the heroine’s younger sister’s
ailment. Such scenes became believable

CcM
K

ble experience.

our villages,

Chithirangal.

because of his extraordinary sense of hu-
mour and impeccable comic timing.

Bharathiraja, by contrast, dealt with
more serious themes, capturing the emo-
tional landscape of rural Tamil Nadu with
remarkable sensitivity. His films were
marked by dialogues that lingered long af-
ter the curtains came down. One such line
that resonates with me is Sridevi’s poignant
declaration to Kamal Haasan in the closing
moments of 16 Vayathinile: “Indha Mayilu
Unakkagave Eppavume Kaathiruppa (will
always be waiting for you).”
araj’s Suvar Illatha Chithiran-
gal, the comedy scenes featuring Kallapetti
Singaram and Goundamani, spoken in
authentic Kongu dialect, testify to his deep
understanding of society. It was from that
film that I learnt the word siluvanam, used
to describe a naive person. Equally unfor-
gettable is the street-side tailor’s lament:
“Veppankaikku kood irandu kaaka varuthu;
enakku kadankaranthan vaaran (At least a
few crows visit the neem tree for its fruits,
but I am visited only by money lenders).”

1 watched most of the films of Bharathi-
raja and Bhagyaraj in touring talkies. Those
humble theatres, the crackling projector,
the smell of the earth spread on the floor,
and the collective excitement of the au-
dience whenever a punch dialogue was de-
livered made watching a film an unforgetta-

During the summer temple festivals in
naiyandi melam troupes
would often play songs from Bhagyaraj’s
films. Even today, whenever I come across
such performances, I request them to play
Mookuthi Poomele from Mouna Geethangal
and Kadhal Vaibhogame from Suvar Illatha

I watched Mouna Geethangal with a
young girl, her father and her brother. By
then, I had begun wearing spectacles like
the child character in the film and was con-
stantly ridiculed by my classmates. Yet I
cherish that film for a very different rea-
son. The girl who watched it with me
woulld, years later, become my wife.

Kolappan.b@thehindi.co.in

Grace in exit: Japan’s players bow to their supporters after a 2-1 defeat to Brazil in the FIFA World Cup 2026 Round of 32 match in Houston on June 29. AP

FROM THE ARCHIVES @]h

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 3, 1976

Advertisements should carry
conviction: Dave

Madras, July 2: Mr. P. K. Dave, Adviser to the
Governor, to-day asked the advertising
profession to avoid high pressure campaigns
where all kinds of tall claims are made for
particular brands of consumer articles.

“The public is now getting wiser and
perhaps more cynical with this kind of high
pressure advertising,” he said. For common
articles of consumption, manufactured
virtually to common standards, he wondered

Hindu,

what variations there were in real content.
Delivering the presidential address at a
symposium on “Credibility in Advertising”
organised by the Advertising Club of Madras at
Hotel Connemara, he said there was great
scope for the profession. State Governments
were vying with one another to promote
programmes of industrialisation, sell their
regions for industrialisation, to sell their
industrial estates and so on. Besides, the
printed word must teach the masses to tell
them of their obligations as well as their
duties.

Mr. Dave said advertising men should help
carry the message of the 20-point programme
to the masses. But he warned them against
turning the campaign into “sloganeering”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 3, 1926

Sea Scouts in Madras

This branch of scouting has not made much
headway in the Presidency till now. But thanks
to the efforts of Commander Digby-Beste R. L. M.
of the Port Trust, serious attempts at starting a
scout troop exclusively for sea scouting have
become a success. The troop was organised a
couple of months ago and more has been
working vigorously and systematically. The idea
of sea scouting was put before the Provincial
Commissioner who granted permission to start
a troop with the condition that precautions
against accidents in boating or bathing should
be taken. Commander Digby-Beste proceeded
about the business properly and himself took a
course of training in scout craft in the recent
training camp conducted in “Rutland Gate”,
Nungambakam.
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Amount to be given by  Official death toll in Toll in communal Amount to be spent by Fine imposed
US. to Tanzania under Ebola virus outbreak  clashes in Nigeria’s Belgium on NASAMS  on Tagor tanker
five-year health pact in DR Congo Niger state and skyranger systems by France

in $ billion. The U.S. has

l 3 signed an MoU with Tanzania

® to invest more than $1.3
billion in its health sector over the next five
years. The agreement, signed late on
Wednesday, is similar to those struck with
countries including Rwanda, Kenya, and
Uganda under U.S. President Donald
Trump's ‘America First Global Health
Strategy'. reuters

The official toll in an
438 Ebola outbreak in the

Democratic Republic of
Congo now exceeds 400, according to
official figures released on Thursday. The
highly contagious disease has claimed 438
lives, with 1,406 people infected since the
outbreak was declared in northeastern
Ituri province on May 15, National Institute
of Public Health said in its latest report. are

Communal violence in Nigeria
48 killed at least 48 people on

Wednesday, as per a security
report. The report, prepared for the United
Nations, said “herder militia” raided
farmers from Kamuku ethnic group in the
town of Tegina in Niger state. The state has
already been reeling from violence by
jihadists, kidnapping-for-ransom and cattle
rustling gangs called bandits. ar»

in € billion. Belgium is

3 l planning to buy 10 advanced

o surface-to-air missile system
(NASAMS) launchers from Kongsberg and
20 Skyranger short-range air defence
systems from Rheinmetall for a total price
of 3.1 billion euros, a Belgian official said
on Thursday. The plans could be
announced at a NATO summit in Ankara
next week, the official said. reurers

in € million. The French authorities on
l Thursday fined the Tagor tanker,
which they intercepted and
impounded at the end of May over its role
in shipping Russian oil and gas, €1 million
($1.1 million). The French Ministry of
Justice added in a statement that the
Tagor was now free to leave French waters
following the payment of the fine. reuters
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Welfare promises and fiscal constraints

The West Bengal government’s strategy relies on higher central transfers and a sharp rise in tax collections; if these projections fail to materialise, both its fiscal

targets and political commitments could come under pressure

ECONOMIC NOTES

Subhanil Chowdhury

iding on a historic mandate,
the first BJP government of
West Bengal presented its
Budget on June 22. The BJP’s
election manifesto promised to provide
33000 per month to women, increase the
Dearness Allowance for the State
government employees to bridge the gap
between the salaries at the Centre and
State governments along with other
commitments. The first Budget of the BJP
government has tried to accommodate
these pre-poll promises of the party,
while simultaneously trying to reduce the
fiscal deficit. The question is whether the
expenditure and revenue allocations in
the Budget will be able to do justice to the
promises made by the government.
The government has budgeted a total

"

[ N / ~—
Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, State Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta (right) and BJP MLA

Anandamay Barman hold the Budget book at the State Legislative Assembly House, in Kolkata. ANI

welcome. However, here too, the
government could have spent more if it
did not adhere to a policy of cutting back
the deficit.
hand

Laxmir Vs A na

THE GIS

v

The first Budget of the BJP

Yojana

The Trinamool government’s Laxmir
Bhandar scheme covered around 2.4
crore women with a monthly transfer of
1,500. The BJP had promised to upgrade
beneficiaries to the Annapurna Yojana,
offering 3,000 per month. However, the
¥36,000-crore allocation announced for
the scheme would cover only about 1.3
crore women, as announced by the
government. The government has not
clearly explained the basis for excluding
the remaining beneficiaries. It was
announced that individuals whose names
were removed during the SIR process
would not be eligible for benefits under
the scheme. In the absence of transparent
criteria, crores of women risk losing

has tried to
accommodate these pre-poll
promises of the party, while
simultaneously trying to
reduce the fiscal deficit.

v

The expectation of the
government regarding an
increase in State taxes
amounting to 318,933 crore
seems difficult to attain.

v

On the capital expenditure
side, the government is
proposing to increase the
capital expenditure by around
315,000 crore as compared

expenditure of ¥4,28,557 crore in 2026-27 central taxes to increase by 32,853 crore increase in tax collections of around access to benefits that were promised WENRENE25
which is 82,083 crore more than the in 2026-27 as compared with RE 2025-26. 19,000 crore. Even with 9.85% nominal without such restrictions. However, the
Revised Estimate (RE) of 2025-26. This While the total increase in revenue GSDP growth in the State in 2025-26, the number of women who will lose access to
huge expenditure is accompanied by a receipts is to the tune of ¥75,618 crore, the | increase in State’s tax collection was the scheme as compared to Laxmi't
reduction in both fiscal deficit (from total increase in revenue expenditure is around 13,744 crore as compared with Bhandar turns out to be more than a
367,774 crore in RE 202526 to 362,421 356,438 crore. This shows that the 2024-25. The projected increase in tax crore. BJP did not announce any targeting
crore in Budget Estimate 2026-27) and government is more concerned with collection appears difficult to achieve of the scheme in their election manifesto.
revenue deficit (from ¥41,164 crore to closing the deficit than passing the benefit | since the government has not announced The government has raised Dearness
21,984 crore). How could the of the windfall to the people. This deficit any major policy to raise taxes or improve | Allowance by 20%, announced the 7th
government increase its expenditure figure is based on receipt projections tax compliance. The government may be Pay Commission and promised one lakh
substantially, while reducing both the which can also go awry. In that case, it relying on closing the tax leakage due to new jobs. However, the higher DA will be
fiscal and revenue deficits? The answer may be politically difficult for the corruption. Whatever may be the case, a paid only from October 2026, while DA
lies in the so called “double engine government to rein in the deficit and stick | slowdown in GSDP and a huge increase in | arrears also remain to be settled. Given
sarkar”. to its political promises simultaneously. tax collection is difficult to materialise these commitments, it is unclear whether

If we look at the revenue receipts of the The expectation of the government simultaneously. Given that it has already the ¥10,000-crore increase in salary and
government, an increase of ¥75,618 crore regarding an increase in State taxes committed to a reduction in fiscal and pension allocations will be sufficient.
is projected in 2026-27, as compared with amounting to 18,933 crore seems difficult | revenue deficits, any shortfall in tax The government has sought to balance
RE 2025-26. This huge increase in revenue | to attain. This is because according to the revenue will be met by a cut back on fiscal prudence with its promises of
receipts is largely explained by a Medium Term Fiscal Policy Statement of expenditure. This can make the expanded welfare and higher pay for
projected increase of 349,324 crore in the the government, the Gross State Domestic | government’s political promise to various | employees. Its strategy relies on higher
Centre’s grant-in-aid to the State Product (GSDP) of West Bengal is sections of the people difficult to central transfers and a projected sharp
government, mainly via Centrally projected to rise from ¥19,90,896 crore in intain. On the capital expendi side, | rise in tax collections. If these projections
Sponsored Schemes. This bonanza of 2025-26 to ¥21,48,244 crore in 2026-27. the government is proposing to increase fail to materialise, both its fiscal targets
around ¥50,000 crore is the revenue This entails a nominal growth rate of only | the capital expenditure by around and political commitments could come
impact of the so called ‘double engine 7.9%. In the year 2025-26, the growthrate | 15,000 crore as compared with RE under pressure. The coming year will test
sarkar’. The government also projects an of nominal GSDP in Bengal was 9.85%. In 2025-26. The government has announced how successfully it can reconcile political
increase in the State taxes to the tune of other words, the government is projecting | a number of infrastructure projects, new promises with fiscal realities.
18,933 crore, non-tax revenue to increase | a2 percentage points drop in the nominal | colleges and universities in the State. The The author is Professor of Economics,
by ¥,508 crore and State’s share of GSDP growth of the State but assumingan | additional capital expenditure is Presidency University, Kolkata.

were largely not pursued, with a Terrorist | duringa BSF raid.

Why is the chargesheet in the
Sarla Bhat case a milestone?

The killing of the 27-year-old was among the first targeted attacks on Kashmiri Pandits after the 1989 insurgency;

and Disruptive Activities Prevention Act
(TADA) court in 2009 keeping
proceedings in abeyance in key cases,
including the Rawalpora killings and the
1989 kidnapping of Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed’s daughter. Reopening the Sarla
Bhat case, the SIA said the investigation
had stalled due to the climate of fear and
intil ion during the peak years of

the filing of the chargesheet is seen by her family and the entire community as a step towards justice

Peerzada Ashiq

The story so far:
fter a gap of 36 years, the J&K
Police’s special cell State
Investigation Agency (SIA) filed
a chargesheet in the killing of
Kashmiri Pandit Sarla Bhat, who worked
as a nurse at Srinagar’s Sher-i-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS). The
chargesheet named Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) chief Yasin Malik
among five accused, only two of whom
are alive.

The SIA, which started re-investigation
in 2020, decided to initiate proclamation
proceedings against the absconding
terrorist, Khurshid Ahmad Chalkoo, “the
man who pulled the trigger”.

He is believed to have exfiltrated to
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK).
Meanwhile, the SIA chargesheet does not

o »

mention any rape.

‘What is the significance of this case?
The killing of the 27-year-old nurse was
among the first cases of targeted killing of
Kashmiri Pandits in the valley following
the armed insurrection in 1989. According
to official listing, the first such killing took
place on September 14, 1989 of Pandit
Tika Lal Taploo, an advocate and senior
BJP leader and then Pandit Neelkanth
Ganjoo, a former judge who had
sentenced JKLF founder Magbool Bhat to
death in a murder case.

These targeted killings eventually led to
mass migration of Kashmiri Pandits
outside Kashmir valley. The SIA said Sarla
Bhat was abducted from the vicinity of
SKIMS on April 18, 1990, subjected to
brutal torture and physical assault, and
horrendously killed by automatic rifle fire
at Omer Colony, Malbagh, Srinagar. The

filing of the chargesheet is seen by the
family and the entire Pandit community
as a step towards justice. The magnitude
of the migration, the militant violence
triggered, can be gauged from the fact
that over 60,452 Pandits registered
themselves as migrants by 2014, as the
community was displaced to different
parts of the country, including Jammu.

Why the delay?

Kashmir witnessed targeted killings of
both Muslims, mostly affiliated to the
National Conference (NC), and Pandits in
the 1990s as hundreds of youths joined
militant groups and attacked security
forces.

Violence by the JKLF declined after
Yasin Malik announced a unilateral
ceasefire in 1994. An unwritten
understanding with the Union
government meant that cases against him

militancy, which prevented witnesses
from coming forward. It described the
case as a symbol of one of Kashmir's
darkest chapters of terrorism.

‘What does it mean for Yasin Malik?
The 59-year-old separatist is currently in
the Tihar Jail. He faces sentence on two
counts of life imprisonment and five
10-year prison sentences in a terror
funding case in 2022. However, the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) has
sought the death penalty in the case.
Besides, Malik also faces fresh trials in
two other major cases, including the
kidnapping and the Indian Air Force
attack. His outfit was also banned in 2019
under provisions of Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).

The JKLF has distanced itself from the
murder of Bhat. According to the banned
JKLF, Malik on April 8, 1990, just 10 days
before the gruesome murder of Bhat,
jumped from a five-storey building in
Narwara, Srinagar, to evade his arrest

The JKLF claimed that Malik suffered a
head injury, which caused his facial
paralysis, in the incident.

It claimed that the organisation had
launched its own investigations into the
killing “but could not carry it forward due
to the continued raids by security forces
on JKLF leadership”. The fact remains
that it will be the third major case of
terror from the 1990s against Malik and
he could face the death penalty if the
charges are proven in the court.

Why is it tipped as a landmark
development by police?

The police’s SIA termed the chargesheet
as a landmark development and a
defining moment in J&K’s fight against
terrorism. The 737-page chargesheet was
compiled after an “exhaustive
investigation, bringing together a
formidable body of oral, documentary,
forensic, ballistic, medical and electronic
evidence accumulated over decades and
meticulously analysed”.

The SIA says the chargesheet marks a
historic milestone in the pursuit of justice
for victims of terrorism and stands as one
of the most significant breakthroughs in
the investigation of legacy terror crimes in
Jammu and Kashmir. The chargesheet,
the SIA said, sends a powerful and
unequivocal message that time can never
become a shield for terrorism.
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Karl Urban and Laz Alonso as Billy Butcher and Mother's Milk in a still from The Boys, a satire of superhero culture.

All the world is a meme: when satire
can no longer keep up with reality

From The Boys and Game of Thrones to Karuppu and politics in Tamil

CON.

—0R COINCIDENCES

adu, a culture shaped by fandom, memes and star worship are reshaping

how we consume stories, heroes and even reality itself, turning critiques into celebrations of the very myths they were meant to dismantle

Sudhish Kamath

hen real world headlines

resemble satire, does

satire too reinvent itself as

drama to appease fans of
stars?

Eric Kripke's The Boys — the satire on
superhero culture — just ended with “one
of the good guys” turning evil for literally
halfa scene. The comics it was based on
always headed that way. In fact, the
comics eventually force Billy Butcher to
confront the logical conclusion of his own
crusade. The ending is a lot darker.
Google or ChatGPT it at your own risk.

The Seth Rogen produced show
glances in the same direction but barely
lingers there. In the final episode, Butcher
finally admits what had been obvious all
along. He was “never going to stop.” He
felt self-righteous to the point of genocide
and had become the person he was
fighting.

Pleasing the fans
Given that Karl Urban’s Butcher had
become such a fan favourite, with his
catchphrases and swagger becoming part
of the appeal of the show itself, it is hard
not to wonder whether modern stories
are finding it increasingly difficult to sit
with the idea that a much loved character
you probably imitate in your head —
maybe borrowing his “0i”s — was always
going to be as bad as they come.

A few years ago, in Game of Thrones,
George R.R. Martin’s take on politics as
the domain of dynasts was always

heading towards a reckoning for one of its
most beloved rulers. But by the time the
show reached its final seasons, people
had named their children Khaleesi.

It also aired when people felt that
feminism didn’t need this demonisation
or further witch hunting.

The challenge of catering to what fans
want — during this flaky moment in our
complex polarised times — is really
messing with the political themes these
stories originally set out to capture.

Martin’s Game of Thrones was
fundamentally a story about bloodline
power and inherited entitlement. The
trajectory was always headed towards a
clash between merit and inheritance,
democracy and dictatorship, outsiders
and dynasts.

The audience simply fell in love with
one of the monarchs.

In the first few seasons based on
Martin’s books, the specifics mattered.
Characters took weeks to get to King’s
Landing. Political decisions had
consequences. Once the books ran out,
the show became entirely written for
television.

1And now, geography didn’t matter.
Characters popped up from one location
to another without having to ride for days
as they once did.

It was always going to end this way.
The lack of detail made the execution
weak.

Tamil cinema offers a comparable
example. R.J. Balaji started off making a
parody with Karuppu. At the audio
launch, Suriya himself described it as a

spoof that would make people think.

But the marketing team had their own
plan. The film was promoted more like a
supernatural drama about the power of
folk deities. More Kantara than parody.

People consumed it as a star-as-God
mass entertainer while largely ignoring
the satire.

R.J. Balaji himself chose to avoid the
words spoof or parody in interviews and
even put out a letter asking people to
offer water to audience members who got
possessed by God during the screening.

Diluted themes, altered meanings
1 spoke to a filmmaker known for making
parodies about this. He believes the
filmmaker is in on the joke and is simply
doing what is necessary to make sure the
film reaches the larger mass audience.
The flip side is that audiences are
increasingly diluting themes, altering
meanings and changing the politics of
stories. Director R.J. Balaji has spoken
about how genre need not be consistent —
he intentionally didn’t want to continue it
as a drama and wanted to make a jolly
film. He deconstructed the film
backwards from what audiences love. He
had originally shot a climax that he
himself called “average”. It was only after
watching the crowd response to Kantara
that he became convinced that that was
the route they had to take — the theatrical
revelation of the hero in God’s form,
highlighting his glory through song, dance
and action; the founding pillars of
mainstream Indian star cinema. The place
where audiences enter into a contract of

worship the minute they stand for the
national anthem at the altar of cinema.

The recent electoral success of C.
Joseph Vijay in Tamil Nadu with a historic
vote share suggests that this need for a
hero may simply be the mood of the
nation.

And that brings us back to The Boys.

Its final season was packed with
parallels to current events: Homelander
as Jesus, the “it’s not Al, check the
fingers” joke and other moments that felt
uncannily timely. It was almost as if one
of the writers had travelled through time
and returned with the month’s headlines
before the show even aired.

This really is the challenge facing satire
today. Truth is stranger. We now live in a
culture where memes set news cycles.

If a digital wing can drop 150 memes
and clips that travel further than actual
reporting, then the meme is no longer
commenting on culture.

The meme has become the culture.
And like all cultures, it demands its
deities.

The star must remain God.

When fandom starts driving politics,
religion, entertainment and even the way
we consuime news, satire finds itself in a
strange place.

Why let truth get in the way of a funny
story? The joke is no longer on the
outside looking in. The system is the joke.

All the world is a meme.

And we just play or get played.

The author is a film critic, filmmaker
and screenwriter, most recently a writer on
The Family Man Season 3.
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On this day, in 1908, Bal Gangadhar Tilak was arrested by the British government on
charges of sedition. A quiz on the colonial-era law

Radhika Santhanam

[N

QUESTION 1

This newspaper opposed the Age of
Consent Act, passed in 1891 after the
death of a child bride Phoolmani,
resulting in the first sedition trial
under Section 124A of the Indian
Penal Code. Name the newspaper.

A

QUESTION 2

This lawyer successfully defended
Tilak in his 1916 sedition case. Once
celebrated as an ambassador of
Hindu-Muslim unity, he later became
a leading proponent of the
two-nation theory. Name him.

QUESTION 3
This lawyer, charged under sedition,
famously said, “Affection [towards

™M
K

the government] could not be
manufactured”. Who was he?

A

QUESTION 4

This person was arrested on October
31, 1984 for allegedly shouting
pro-Khalistan slogans near Neelam
cinema in Chandigarh. In his case,
the Supreme Court famously ruled
that merely shouting slogans,
without incitement to violence or
public disorder, does not amount to
sedition. Name him.

[N

QUESTION 5

Which famous leader, who is almost
always in the news these days,
termed the sedition law “highly

[N objectionable and obnoxious”,
adding that it should have “no place LN
both for practical and historical
reasons”?

Visual question: Name this cartoonist who was
charged with sedition a few years ago.

edition

Early Birds

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. Who holds the record of having scored the fastest goal in World
Cup history? Ans: Hakan Sukur, Turkey - in 11 seconds vs
South Korea in 2002

2.Who i the oldest player in World Cup history to win a
tournament? Ans: Dino Zoff, Italy - 40 years

3. What are the official mascots for the 2026 World Cup edition?
Ans: Maple™ the Moose (Canada), Zayu™ the Jaguar
(Mexico), and Clutch™ the Bald Eagle (USA)

4. Which is the only African nation to qualify for the semi-final of
aWorld Cup so far? Ans: Morocco in 2022

5. Which spectator phenomenon started in the 1986 World Cup
edition for the first time is now popularised by audiences
watching other sports too? Ans: Mexican Wave

6. Visual: Name this player who scored the first-ever Golden Goal
in the Football World Cup history? Ans: Laurent Blanc of
France versus Paraguay in a last 16 match of the 1998

Tito Shiladitya | Pulkit Sathe | Suchit Narottam | Jose Jogi |
Varghese Joseph

Language in
conversation

Vaishali R. Venkat

“Genie, you've been off the radar for so
long. Where on earth have you been?”

“Oh! Little Moon, I flew back to my
roots to let my voice echo through the
ballot box.”

“You giant Genie! You can’t even
squeeze your little finger into the box, yet
you're bragging about a ballet inside it!”

“Oh! Moon! It’s ‘ballot, not ballet. Long
ago, people were afraid of whispering
their voting choice out loud. So they
dropped a secret ball into a box called
‘ballotta’ in the Venetian dialect of Italian.
Over the years, it became the mighty
“ballot, which means a system of secret
voting to pick the leader of your choice.”

“Is *ballot’ a noun or a verb, Genie?”

“Both, Moon! In the sentence, ‘The
villagers dropped their votes into the
ballot box,’ it’s a noun. But in ‘The
committee decided to ballot its members
on Martin’s appointment,’ it’s a verb.”

“Iget it now. Ugh, 1 don’t like elections
abit. People curse, shout and throw bad
words at each other like confetti! It’s all
noise everywhere.”

“My little sunshine! It isn’t confetti that
decorates the air during a celebration. It’s
‘mudslinging, an act of throwing insults
or unfair accusations at someone to
damage their reputation. It’s a noun,
Moon. For example: The election
campaign was full of ‘mudslinging.”

Little Moon scrunched her face. “Ha
Ha! Genie, if enough mud gets splashed
on a person, people would probably shut
their doors on them forever.”

“You naughty little Moon! You crack
jokes that once someone’s smeared with
enough mud, nobody would welcome
them anymore; in real life, secretly
shutting someone out like that is called
‘blackballing.”

“OMG! Another little ball has bounced
into elections now! What do you mean by
that, Genie?”

“Ah, little Moon! ‘Blackballing’ means
voting against allowing someone into a
group or organisation. Long ago, secret
clubs used tiny balls for voting. A white
ball welcomed a candidate in, but even a
single black ball could reject them
completely. That’s why secretly shutting
someone out is called ‘blackballing’. And
Moon, it acts both as a noun and a verb.
For instance, Blackballing was common in
old secret clubs. It's a noun here. When
you say, “They are blackballing the new
candidate,” it’s a verb.”

“Oh no, Genie! Do grown-ups ever play
fair in elections?”

Genie scratched his beard. “Well...
some do, Little Moon. But others try very
sneaky tricks to win. For instance,
sometimes people even redraw the voting
maps so that their favourite side gets
more seats. That twisty trick is called
‘gerrymandering’.”

“Gerry... what?” Moon blinked.

“Moon, some election maps get twisted
and stretched like chewing gum in a
child’s hands. ‘Gerrymandering’ is when
people in power change the borders of
voting areas so that more people inside
them will vote for their favourite party
and help them win the election.”

“How do we use it in sentence?”

“As a noun: The opposition accuses the
ruling party of ‘gerrymandering’. As a
verb: The leaders try to ‘gerrymander’ the
voting districts.”

“Long live messy elections, Genie. At
least I don’t have to see my class teacher
for one whole day!”

Word of the day

Gainsay: take exception to

Synonyms: contradict, deny, dispute

Usage: itisimpossible to gainsay the
importance of a good education in today's
job market.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/gainsay

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rgemnser/
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Stand firm

India should not rush into trade deal with the US

he departure last month of United States

Trade Representative (USTR) Jamieson Greer

from New Delhi without the promised
delivery of an interim trade agreement effectively
means thata complete reassessment of the India-US
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) is under way. New
Delhi has reportedly dug its heels on safeguards
against future unilateral US tariff actions and securing
better market access than competitors such as
Bangladesh and Vietnam.
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POCKET

The caution from the Indian side is
warranted. Even a cursory assessment of the
February 6 joint statement, a precursor to the
deal, makes it clear that the framework
privileges US trade interests and export
access over two-way benefits. India was
expected to reduce or eliminate tariffs on
most products. The US merely offered to
reduce its Liberation Day ‘reciprocal’ or
retaliatory tariffs — which were anyway illegal
under the WTO framework for being
country-specific — from 25 per cent (50 per
cent, initially) to 18 per cent. Even that
concession seems irrelevant in the wake of the
US Supreme Court’s February 20 ruling which
invalidates reciprocal tariffs. The very premise
underlying the sole concession offered by the
US has ceased to hold. Compare this with the
commitments expected from New Delhi.
India committed to purchase $500 billion
worth of goods and services over a period
froma mercantilist US, which made no such
reciprocal commitment. India is also expected
toaddress long-standing non-tariff barriers
(read GM) affecting US farm produce, and
alter standards and norms for imports of US
medical devices and Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) goods,
without corresponding commitments from
Washington. Clearly, the joint statement isa
one-way street, aimed at reducing US’ $58
billion (2025) goods trade deficit with India,
even as services trade is in balance. US has an
overwhelming presence in India’s digital
markets.

In the face of an adverse Supreme Court
ruling, the US has resorted to other means to
keep the tariff pot boiling. It has imposed
temporary 10 per cent tariffs under Section
122 of the Trade Act, 1974 on imports from all
trading partners. This blanket imposition,
even on countries that had agreed to major
concessions under new trade deals, reveals
that the US is not above reneging on
agreements. The Section 122 tariffs, in force
only for 150 days, are scheduled to expire on
July 24. To continue leveraging tariffs in talks,
including with India, the US has now launched
two investigations under Section 301. For
India to undertake long-term commitments to
escape possible future Section 301 tariffs is an
unacceptable proposition. It will remain
vulnerable to unilateral actions, anyway.

The better option is to continue engaging
with the US without yielding to pressures.
Afterall, FY26 exports to the US remained
resilient, up by 1 per cent to $87.3 billion —
despite the tariff tantrums. A hastily signed
trade agreement under the present
framework may jeopardise long-term
interests.

RAVIKANTH

Rupee’s pain has a global address

THE DOLLAR TRAP. Much of India’s global trade is invoiced in dollars, which to an extent is inevitable — but not entirely so

-

SAUMITRA BHADURI
SHUBHAM ANAND
he rupee was Asia’s
worst-performing currency
last calendar year,
depreciating by more than 6
per centagainst the dollar
(nearly 10 per cent in FY26). This is
striking because India was
simultaneously the fastest-growing
major economy in the world. A currency
does not usually weaken when an
economy is thriving. When it does, the
explanation lies not athome but abroad,
in the workings of the global dollar
system itself.

And that system has rarely looked
more powerful. The dollar enters the
second half of 2026 as the world’s
best-performing major currency, lifted
by expectations of Fed rate hikes and
record inflows into US assets. Yet
beneath this strength lies a deeper, more
contradictory shift, one that explains
why the rupee’s pain hasa global
address.

CREDIBILITY GAP
Asingle number captures the dollar’s
position today. Its international usage
index stands at around 65, againsta US
share of global GDP of 26 per cent and
global trade of 13 per cent. This means
the dollar’s financial footprint is more
than double its economic footprint.
Meanwhile, China’s currency usage
index barely registers at 3-4, despite
accounting for 17 per cent of global GDP
and 13 per cent of global trade. The euro
area s the only case where the three
measures are roughly in balance. In
other words, the world does not have a
dollar problem. It has a renminbi
credibility problem. Capital controls,
geopolitical risk, and shallow bond
markets make it structurally unsuitable
atscale. The dollar’s dominance, then, is
nota choice buta constraint.

‘THE HEDGE AND THE TRAP

Yet quietly, in the one place where
countries do have discretion, something
is shifting. The dollar’s share of global
foreign exchange reserves has fallen
from 57 per cent in 2016 to roughly 40
per cent by end-2025, with gold now
accounting for 24 per cent of total
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during the Taper Tantrum. But the
structural vulnerabilities have
deepened.

The RBI's response has been
sophisticated, but so far, it remains a
crisis playbook, not an external sector
strategy. Banks are being encouraged to
mobilise foreign currency deposits,
public-sector firms nudged to raise
foreign loans, and foreign investors
offered lighter taxes on government
securities. The aim is clear: increase
dollar supply and signal that a one-way
bet against the rupee is costly.

‘When the central bank absorbs
‘hedging costs, the burden falls on the
public exct The taxpayer

Source: Federal Reserve
reserves. The headline looks dramatic.
‘The reality is more revealing.

Chart 1 reveals a striking divergence.
Physical gold holdings have barely
moved over 25 years, rising less than 12
per cent, yet gold’s share of reserves has
surged from 10 per cent to 24 per cent
since 2022, almost entirely on price.

‘What does this imply? Central banks
are not buying gold; theyare holding
what they have while letting its share
drift higher. The 2022 inflection is not
accidental. It marks the year the G7
froze Russia’s $300 billion in reserves,
weaponising the dollar-based system
against a sovereign state. Put another
way, central banks are not diversifying
because the dollar is weakening. They
are hedging against the risk that it could
be turned against them.

This is the paradox at present. The
dollar’s slowloss of share as a store of
value s structural; its current strength is
cyclical, driven by rate expectations and
an Al-fuelled rush into US assets. Both
are true at once. If the reserve story is
about slow hedging, the transactions
story is about immediate, unavoidable
exposure. And this is where India’s
position is most uncomfortable.

Chart 2 shows export invoicing by

Reducing gold imports,
diversifying exports
beyond IT services,
prioritising energy
sovereignty and cultivating
stable non-debt sources of
foreign currency are the
urgent steps needed

region. The Americas invoice close to 97
per cent in dollars, Asia-Pacific 74 per
cent, and the RoW 79 per cent. The
Asia-Pacific number deserves more
scrutiny: China is the largest trading
partner for most economies here, yet the
renminbi barely registers in invoicing.
This implies that Asian economies,
including India, are paying adollar tax
on trade increasingly conducted with a
non-dollar partner. What does this mean
for India? Given its trade composition —
heavily weighted toward commodity
imports, capital goods, and
dollar-denominated external debt — its
effective dollar invoicing exposure sits
closer to the RoW average of 79 per cent
than the Asia-Pacific 74 per cent.

‘The RBI built up arecord net-short
dollar forward book of around $110-115
billion this year, and reserves fellmore
than $46 billion from their February
peak. Those numbers, of course, are not
asign of mismanagement. They are the
arithmetic of being locked intoa
dollar-invoiced trading system when
global dollar liquidity tightens.

But what does India’s reserve buffer
actually represent? Unlike China, Japan,
or Korea, whose reserves were built on
persistent export surpluses, India’s
reserves of $682.3 billion represent
accumulated confidence of foreign
investors and lenders. That confidence
is valuable, but also reversible. When the
scramble begins, every stress event
forces countries to reach for the same
currency simultaneously. Diversifying
reserves offers no relief when dollars are
still needed to pay every bill.

PATH FORWARD
Reservesare larger today and the
banking system more resilient than

effectively provides rupee-depreciation
i toanarrow set of deposi
and borrowers.

‘That may be defensible in some cases
but cannot become routine. Reform,
then, is necessary.

First, reduce the structural dollar
drain. Edible oils, fertilizers, electronics,
and gold are the arteries through which
dollars leave India. Households
importing gold as savings are voting
against domestic financial assets, and
that requires deeper, safer financial
products in response.

Second, build export-surplus sectors
beyond IT services. Indiaas a
manufacturing destination has not
materialised at scale. FDL has fallen from
3.6 per cent of GDP in 2008 to less than 1
per cent in 2024, with the China+1 shift
benefiting East Asia far more than India.

Third, treat energyas a strategic
priority, not just a cost line. Oil and gas
imports are India’s largest dollar
outflow. Accelerating the shift to
renewables and electrified transport is
no longer onlya climate goal; itis
external-account insurance.

Fourth, cultivate stable, non-debt
sources of foreign currency. Tourism is
the most underused: unlike portfolio
flows, its earnings do not reverse
overnight and carry no repayment
obligation.

Finally, pursue rupee
internationalisation with strategic
clarity rather than political symbolism.
India’s ambiguity on BRICS currency
arrangements is understandable. But it
should not prevent sensible rupee trade
settlement in corridors where India has
genuine bargaining power.

MSE, Chennai

(MSE), Che

Food sovereignty: Lessons from France and India

For ensuring that future generation of farmers don’t leave farming, state support and credit access are crucial

—
Rohini Rangachari Karnik

rance is Europe’s largest
F agricultural producer, accounting
foraround 18 per cent of the
European Union’s total agricultural
output. Worryingly, half of France’s
farmers are set to exit farming by 2030.

Similarly, in India, where about 60 per
centof thearable land is used for
agriculture, the youth are leaving
agriculture for cities.

Both countries face a shared
challenge: how do they ensure
generational renewal in agriculture and
what does this mean for their respective
notions of sovereignty?

The issue of generational renewal of
agriculture facing France and India is
not only one of production or supply. It
isalso a question of control: who decides
what agricultural commodities are
grown, how these are grown and on what
terms. It is useful to distinguish food
security from agricultural sovereignty.
Food security is about reliable access to

safeand food;

agricultural sovereignty is about a
country’s ability to control the inputs,
institutions and decisions that shape its
agricultural future.

In economic terms, the latter is the
ability of anation to control its core
production inputs, pricing exposure and
long-term soil capital without structural

external dependency. Agriculture
sovereignty, more recently known as
food sovereignty, rests on six principles
— right to food for people, valuing food
providers, localising food systems,
putting control locally, building
knowledge and skills and working with
nature. Food sovereignty defends the
interests and inclusion of the next
generation in agriculture.

Recognising the need for placing food
sovereigntyat the heart of the political
priorities of French agricultural laws, in
2024 France proposed a draft
Orientation law on ‘agricultural
sovereignty and generational renewal in
agriculture’. This law explicitly links

ignty to training, EU co- i
fosters education across agriculture,
encourages environmental practices,
and invests in human resources in
keeping with Europe’s aim to double the
share of young and new farmers by 2040.

India had its own expression of the
food sovereignty movement during
recent farm law protests against three
farm laws passed by the Centre in which
farmers demanded control over
markets, inputs and land. The three
laws, primarily marketing reforms, were
aimed at deregulating food price
control, liberalising the control of food
stocks and trade, and giving private
enterprise more freedom to contract
with farmers directly.

One fear of the farmers was that the

FARMING. For future generations rocn

minimum support price would get
dismantled leaving farmers to bargain
directlywith a few large corporations.
The farmer protests to retain market,
input and seed control in India stand in
sharp contrast to France’s top-down
model of generational renewal, where
state policy and explicit financial
support, plays an important role in
driving entry and retention in farming.

FRANCE’S EXPERIENCES

In France the state lowers financial and
bureaucratic barriers for young farmers,
as many leave agriculture early due to
costs and low incomes. In India,
generational renewal as a policy is less
explicit, left vulnerable to the needs of

eco-schemes and transition support for
sustainable farming and generational
renewal. India’s main tools for
agriculture include the Minimum
Support Price, input subsidies,
PM-KISAN, the Kisan Credit Card
scheme, crop insurance, soil-health and
irrigation schemes, and market reforms,
amongst others. These are major
schemes aimed at enhancing
productivity, income support and
sustainable practices, but with little
direct relevance tackling the issue of
generational renewal in agriculture.

France’s model shows how legislation
and finance can institutionalise
generational renewal. The path forward
lies in a purposeful synthesis: Indian
policy could integrate France’s
institutional tools — youth-support
schemes, land-access instruments and
targeted credit —while France could
adopt India’s low-cost agro-ecological
community led models that give
importance to smallholders and seed
sovereignty.

Only by combining state capacity with
asensitivity to movement-driven
demands can both countries ensure that
the next generation of farmers not only
enters agriculture, but does so in terms

small and marginal landholders, high
debt, small landholdings, and
rural-urban migration.

France uses the EU’s CAP Strategic
Plan, which includes direct payments,

thatare it viable,
ecologically sustainable and politically
empowering.

‘The writer teaches French at the Alliance frangaise de
Delhi
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The e-trucks charge

logistics efficiency, and reinforce

Government-anchored demand

Atthe same time, the feature offers

corresponding debt repayment

Apropos, ‘A roadmap for electric
trucks’ (July2). India's persistent

privacy benefits by allowing users to
communicate without sharing their

mechanism during years of crop
failure.

India’s long-term economic
resilience

through public procurement and toll
incentives for electric freight carriers

dependence on imported crude oil N Sadhasiva Reddy couldalso break the deadlock faster phone numbers. The coffee sector has faced a double
remains a strategic and economic Bengaluru than subsidiesalone. Theoverallfraud risk will dependon  blow this year due to inadequate

liability, with the diesel-intensive Further delay will only add to the how effectively Meta prevents blossom showers and backing

freight sector accounting fora This refers to ‘A roadmap for electric strain on oilimports on the nal  decepti d detects showers.
significant share of petroleum trucks’ (July 2), which correctly account. abuse. Thegovernment’sreviewisa  The concerned Ministry should
consumption. identifies the chicken-and-egg Swathi Senthilkumar precautionary step. extend timely financial relief to

i P electric p back truck Coimbatore PV Prakash ‘growers by deferring both nterest
trucks is therefore an economic electrification. Mumbai payments and loan repayments on
imperative, not merely an Charging operators will notinvest Govt’s regulatory caution plantation credit.
environmental objective. without guaranteed volume, and This is with reference to ‘Govt asks ElNino disruption It should also consider waiving

Metato pause WhatsApp user name
rollout over fraud risks’, The
government’s concerns about
WhatsApp's proposed username
feature are not necessarily
unwarranted, given the risk of
impersonation and phishing.

Apropos ‘Super El Nino threat,
unseen since 1950 taking shape’
(Uuly 2). June passed without any

interest, as growers’ finances have
been severely affected not only by
the poor monsoon but also by the
significant rainfall, heightening the disruptions arising from the West

anxiety of farmers, particularlythose  Asiacrisis.

in the plantation sector, who depend iv M:

onannual crops but lacka Halekere Vilage (Karnatala)

The government must accelerate fleet operators will not commit
charginginfrastructure, incentivise without reliable charging.

domestic battery production, and The prop: ution, using
facilitate affordable financing, long-term power auctions to lock in
Arobust transition to electric freight low tariffs for charging hubs, seems
transport will curtail oil imports, sensible and deserves quick
strengthen energy security, improve implementation.

“Next year, we would be better off selling
water rather than watercoolers!"”

hed by Nirmala Lakshi  Printed by atHT Media Ltd. Plot No., Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT. LTD. Chennai- i Sriniy = 1SN 0971 - 7528
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Japan’s key agenda

Reset policies to reduce China’s clout in the region

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

Delhi, the Prime Minister

of Japan, Sanae Takaichi,
made it clear that she attached
importance to the “strengthening
of the strategic relationship
between our countries. [ wish to
deepen cooperation in the field of
security and strengthen our
capacity to navigate the uncertain
international landscape”.

Inafewwords, the Japanese

leader captured the essence of
today’s international system, not
because of the implications the
US-Iran war had for the world but
inagenuine apprehension of the
valid lessons not properly
understood.

E ven before landing in New

ECONOMIC COOPERATION
Surely the visiting Prime
Minister’s agenda had a heavy
economic component especially
foradeeper economic
cooperation between the two
nations in the realms of energy,
technologyand defence and from
aTokyo perspective, to look
beyond East Asia.

Indiaas an “indispensable
partner for Japan” did not mean
that China was being given a short
shrift or “dumped”, but thatin
reducing the burden of exposure
and in keeping the Indo-Pacific
openand free, India was a reliable
partner.

Chinais Japan’s largest trading
partner with a two-way trade of
around $325 billion,
predominantly of high-tech
components, machines and
consumer items. Japan
consistently runs a deficit of
about $40 billion.

India, on the other hand,
accounts for less than 2 per cent
of Japan’s total global trade; the
two-way total accounting for
about $27.5 billion with Japan’s
exports at $21.5 billion versus
India’s ata little over $6 billion.
But Tokyo has been one of India’s
top investors spread over
automobiles, electronics,
infrastructure, logistics and
finance.

Now, with changes in Japan’s
defence and forward posturing, it
is expected that the two countries
will quickly widen and deepen the
points of interest especially in
collaborative high technologies
with dual applications.

There are nearly 1,500
Japanese companies in India
operating in a very different
environment compared to the
restrictive eras of the past.

Prime Minister Takaichi
correctly pointed out the
uncertain landscape of the

TRUST QUOTIENT. Japan sees
Indiaas a reliable partner

Indo-Pacific, especially with the
US looking to humour, and
stabilise relations with, Beijing.
But even before this, Tokyo was
becoming increasingly
apprehensive of Washington’s
commitment to Asia.

And this has intensified after
President Donald Trump’s recent
visit to China and his putting on
hold a $10 billion arms package
for Taiwan; making it a bargaini
chipwith China, and effectively
givingitaveto.

CHINA FACTOR

More than the uncertainty of
American commitment, Japan’s
primary concern is that of China,
with North Korea and Russia
playing their dutiful role of
add-ons.

THE WIDER
ANGLE.
B\ A Y
PARAN BALAKRISHNAN

s the first significant Chinese

auto investment in India since

2017. The colourfully named

Horse Powertrain,a

joint-venture backed by China’s
Geely, will invest up to $370 million to
manufacture hybrid powertrains in
Chennai. After years of near-freeze,
Chinese participation in India’s auto
sector may finally be restarting.

For avery different China-India auto
story, turn to the June 8 edition of
China’s English-language Global Times.
Days earlier, Tata Motors announced it
would use Chinese automaker Chery’s
platform for its premium Avinya EV,
fuelling speculation the partnership
could deepen. The state-run Global
Times quickly shut that down. Chery
stressed the agreement was limited to
“vehicle-related parts supply, including
providing auto components.” It denied
any plans for direct investment or
technology transfer in India.

‘The two announcements capture the
changing dynamic in China-India
economic ties. India is cautiously
reopening to Chinese investment just as
China is becoming more restrictive
about technology transfers and overseas
investment.

The turning point came in 2020. After
the Galwan Valley clash, India effectively
slammed the brakes on Chinese
investment, requiring government
approval for investments from

ing countries. Many p
g comntries. Many

pOS

dela;

or
Four years later, policymakers have

Beijing has been i 1
turning the economic heat on
Tokyo, putting the squeeze on
exports of rare earths or materials
of dual use. But if Japan has
received a big wake-up call, itis
over the US-Iran war and in the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

‘While other nations in the
Indo-Pacific may be reluctant to
admit, itis an open secret that
China’s aggressive posturing in
the South China Sea and laying
claim to all of the Spratlys have
raised anxiety levels, especially in
the event of a potential military
showdown and shutting offa
pivotal waterway.

Prime Minister Takaichi will
understand why India cannot be
roped into any grand alliance
against China.

And Beijing knows what is
‘making Japan and most of East
and South East Asia
uncomfortable.

The Takaichi government is on
its way to remake Japan’s
strategic and foreign policies. And
guilt trips of Imperial Japan,
World War 11 and Yasukuni Shrine
by Beijing are unlikely to make a
difference.

Thewriter isa senior journalist who has
reported from Washington DC on North
Americaand United Nations

thehindubusinessline.
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Textile exporters opting for ‘speed to market’ route

The ‘speed to market’ concept is gaining currency with Indian textile export
firms as they try to leverage cross-country synergies to set up bases closer to
target markets of the US and EU to bring down export lead-time. Spreading
out the manufacturing base across a number of countries to become
full-service providers’ is also being attempted to win over big global buyers.

WTO members may meet again to rescue Doha round

With the mini-ministerial conference of the World Trade Organisation in
Geneva ending in an impasse, key trading nations of the world may make
another attempt by July-end to hammer out an agreement for completion of
the Doha round of negotiations before December 2006.

Prevention is better than cure for Mumbai drug cos

Memories of the extraordinary downpour witnessed in Mumnbai last July, have
forced drug companies to board-up its medicine warehouses as the monsoons
bringin more rains. A single day’s rain and flooding at the Bhiwandi warehouse
on the outskirts of Mumbai had rendered about ¥1,000 crore worth of

medicine stocks ineffective, last year.

ded that sectors such as EVs,
batteries and advanced manufacturing
cannot become globally competitive
without some access to Chinese
technology and capital.

In March, India signalled a more
pragmatic approach, allowing Chinese
companies to take minority stakes in
Indian firms in select sectors. The shift
is modest but marks the first meaningful
easing of restrictions since 2020.

Unfortunately for Indian companies,
this policy change has come just as
Beijing has tightened controls over its
own companies, helping explain why
Chery distanced itself from suggestions
of deeper cooperation with Tata.

China’s tougher stance is not aimed
primarilyat India. It reflects Beijing’s
response to growing US and other
‘Western restrictions on Chinese
investmentand technology exports.
China has introduced tighter controls
on technology exports, outbound
investment and sensitive industrial
know-how, while strengthening supply
chain rules to discourage manufacturers
from relocating production overseas.

The changing dynamicin
China-India economic ties

While India is cautiously reopening to Chinese investment, China is becoming more
restrictive about tech transfers and overseas investment

From Beijing’s perspective, India
occupies an ambiguous position. On one
hand, it’s not central to China’s global
economic strategy. “Theyaren’t losing
any sleep over it,” says Santosh Pai,
partner at Dentons Link Legal.

Yet India is now the world’s
third-largest automobile market and one
of the fastest-growing EV markets.
Companies like Chery would clearly like
afoothold. Even so, Chinese policy is
shaped by broader global strategy rather
than Indiaalone.

The auto sector isn’t unique. Across
industries, Chinese and Indian
companies are quietly exploring
structures that can satisfy both
countries’ regulators. “There’s been
more activity in the last six months than
inthe last sixyears,” says Pai. Whether
these proposals clear approval hurdles

China has introduced
tighter controls on tech
exports, outbound
investment and sensitive
industrial know-how, while
strengthening supply chain
rules

in New Delhi and Beijing remains
uncertain.

OVERPLAYED ITS HAND?

Pai also believes Beijing risks tyingits
own companies in knots. “China may
have overplayed its hand. They've put
out legislation after legislation in the
last three years to put every global
Chinese company into shackles. Will it
be overkill? At the end of five years, if
none of the Chinese companies is going
tobe global, then it’s backfiring on
them.”

The solar industry illustrates the
same tensions. India has become one of
the world’s largest solar markets, with
companies like Adani building giant
projects. Butafter Indiaimposed higher
duties and restrictions on Chinese solar

imported. The automotive industry
presents an even tougher challenge.
Indian manufacturers still source a large
share of critical parts from China,
reflecting its dominance of EV supply
chains. As one industry analyst puts it:
“Chinese companies will be fighting
‘with companies that are sourcing almost
everything from China.”

That dependence should decline as
domestic manufacturing expands, but
keeping pace with China’s rapid
technological advances remains
difficult. Chinese firms continue to lead
in batteries, software and vehicle
platforms. BYD’s latest Blade Battery,
for example, offers a range of over 1,000
kilometres and charging in minutes.

Despite political tensions and
regulatory hurdles, many Chinese

imports, Chinese shifted

remain eager to enter India,

production to Southeast Asia rather
than investing in India, allowing them to
keep serving India while avoiding trade
barriers.

India paida price. Instead of
attracting manufacturing investment, it
continued importing large volumes of
solar equipment. While the Adanis have
since localised much of their
production, key materials such as
polysilicon, ingots and wafers are still

seeing it as one of the biggest long-term
growth markets across automobiles,
renewable energy, electronics and
advanced manufacturing.

The question is whether commercial
logic will ultimately outweigh
geopolitical caution. The coming
months will test whether the two
countries are willing to let business
opportunities trump political
differences.

Inflation risks in the US have come down

Enda Curran
Catarina Saraiva

ederal Reserve Chairman Kevin

Warsh said price risks have come

down in recent weeks, while re-
peating his determination to bring in-
flation back to the US central bank’s 2
per cent target.

“Expectations of inflation over the
first four weeks of this period have
come down, inflation risks have come
down,” Warsh said dnesday at the

for slashing interest rates. “We’ve been
an independent central bank for a very
long time. We're going to be an inde-
pendent central bank at this moment
and you're going to see no changes on
that,” he said in a panel discussion at
the ECB conference.

‘NEW COURSE’

‘Warsh repeated that he isn’t going to of-
fer “forward guidance” with regard to
upcoming interest-rate policy, marking

European Central Bank’s annual Forum
on Central Banking in Sintra, Portugal.
He doubled down on a message from
his first press conference as Fed chair-
man last month that the central bank
will deliver price stability.

“We’re going to deliver price stability
in the US, that’s what this committee
has signed up to do, and our objective is
to do that,” he said. “Tactics, the
strategy and the rest, that’s still to
come,” Warsh said.

Warsh also emphasised the Fed’s
autonomy in determining the proper
policy course — in the face of consist-
ent calls by President Donald Trump

a step-change at the US central bank.
Asked specifically whether a rate hike is
on the table at this month’s meeting,
Warsh said the panel moderator was
“trying to get me to break this rule” on
foreswearing forward guidance. “She’s
going o fail.”

“We’re going to chart a new course,”
‘Warsh said. “I want us to have a good
family fight when we meet in four
weeks,” he said, referring to the next
policy decision.

In his initial press conference last
month, Warsh said that Fed policy-
‘makers had agreed that forward guid-
ance “was notwell-suited to the current
policy conjuncture.”

L

KEVIN WARSH, US Fed chief keen on
delivering price stabilitysioovaess

“Army press conference, I said we're
not going to give forward guidance be-
cause we’re meeting in six weeks,”
‘Warsh said on a panel alongside other
prominent central bank leaders.

“T have an update for you,” he added
— noting the July 28-29 meeting is now
just four weeks away.

‘TASK FORCES

While Fed officials held interest rates
steady last month, they did signal grow-
ing support for hikes this year amid in-

flation running at its fastest since 2023.
Updated forecasts for the Fed’s bench-
mark rate showed half of 18 officials
projected a rate increase this year,
though Warsh declined to offer a fore-
cast himself.

FEDERAL FUNDS RATE

The rate-setting Federal Open Market
Committee voted unanimously last
month to hold its benchmark federal
funds rate target in a range of 3.5 per
cent to 3.75 per cent. Investors are now
pricing in atleast one 25 basis point rate
rise by year-end. As for whether the Fed
will more permanently refrain from
forward guidance, Warsh in June an-
nounced the creation of five task forces,
one of which will examine communica-
tions. The others cover the balance
sheet, the Fed’s use of data, productiv-
ity and jobs, and the central bank’s in-
flation frameworks.

Speaking on the panel, Warsh said
that it’s likely there’ll be news next
week on task-force membership.

Participants will include outside ex-
perts, and some individuals from out-
side the US, he said. soouszre
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EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. Clear space (8)

4,Particles of sand (4)

8. Subdue one’s spirit (3)

9. Dough-paste, spaghetti, etc (5)

DOWN

1. Ten-year period (6)

2. Shows tiredness, boredom (5)
3. Speedy, quick (5)

5. Turn the other way about (7)

ACROSS

1. Clear space needed for natural illumination (8)

4. Strength of character needed to deal with icy road (4)
8. Jersey may keep one under (3)

9. From historic times, a Macaroni, say (5)

DOWN

1. Sounded rotten, the Sixties? (6)

2. Might start to nod and sway: shows how tired
oneis (5)

3. How to shy at it in a hurried way (5)

10. Large tank (3) 6. Irritable (6) 10. A partly derivative form of taxation (3) 5. Misfortune may make one back the car (7)

11, Put on show (7) 7.Stand with divisions forbooks  11. Show how plaid's used at end of Hogmanay (7) 6. Irritable at how the City does without one (6)

12. Flashlight (5) etc (10) 12. It forms a link with a hand-light (5) 7.1t holds books and music for the Archbishop (10)
13. Heavy goods conveyor (11) 9. Words reading backwardsand  13.Goods vehicle of sort partner constructs (11) 9. Modern pall made up like rotor (10)

17. Book jacket (5) forwards (10) 17. Put something on top of protection insurance gives one (5)  14.To take vengeance on one, for example, may take
18, Game disc (7) 14, Retaliation (7) 18. Parry one with the front part of a horse (7) nerve (7)

20. Admit to (3) 15. To approach and address (6) 20. Be the possessor of a topless dress (3) 15. Stop and speak to one company in

21.In cheerful spirits (5) 16. Terror (6) 21. Will go round the carousel when somewhat tipsy (5) change of cast (6)

22.5ack (3)
23. Large plant (4)
24, Registered guest at hotel (8)

18. Swear at (5)
19. Entertainment, supply of
food (5)

22. Lay claim to the purse (3)
23. It may be ash one will put in a shoe (4)
24, How tender is made by one living there (8)

16. The ridiculous appearance of sudden fear (6)
18.0f course, nothing is lost by imprecation (5)
19. Alist of figures for the board (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2684

ACROSS 1. Continent 5. Few 7. Late 8. Startled 10. Inhibits 11. Dawn 13. Gorgon 15. Prayer 18. Bump 19. Harmonic 22. Learning 23. Beau 24. Woe 25. Genuflect
DOWN 1. Calling 2. Notch 3. Entity 4. Tyre 5. Fallacy 6. Widen 9. Abbot 12. Tramp 14. Rummage 16. Recruit 17. Cannon 18. Below 20. Niece 21. Snug

M ND-NDE
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The US at 250:it’s yet to
meet self-evident aims

Aquarter of a millennium ago, the US made a tryst with what its founders saw as destiny.

Now it must redeem its promises of 4 July 1776. They remain globally resonant till this day

he second line of America’s famous
Declaration of Independence has
been called “the most potent single
sentence in American history.”
Even if we edit the last bit to ‘written
in English,” it might arguably still be
true. The line in question, adopted in Philadel-
phiaby the US Continental Congress on 4 July
1776, runs as follows: “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
This exposition of human rightsis followed by a
derivative social contract that outlines the new
republic’s democracy: “That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent
ofthe governed.” These went down in history
asthe words of Thomas Jefferson, a rights-
focused lawyer who wrote the document's first
draft. Some credit for editing it, though, must
go to Benjamin Franklin, a scientist who dared
fly akite ina thunderstorm to checkif lightning
was electricity, as legend has it, and is said to
have replaced “sacred & undeniable” with “self-
evident” to describe those “truths,” thus giving
them an axiomatic twist, a concept whose origin
goes back to the early days of math. This switch
isnotable because the country’s subsequent
success was based not just on liberty, America's
core ideal, but also onits offspring—science.
While foresight is evident in how the US
placed universal values over particular pass-
downs, myopia marks itsrecord of living up to
its own basic ideals. Scandalously, native Amer-
icans were peripheral to its vision, with their
rightsall butignored. Worse, scarcely was an
eyelid bat over the inhuman slavery of folks

KRITI BHARGAVA &
ARUN KUMAR KAUSHIK

wrenched from Africa—a horror that persisted
for almost a century after equality was held aloft
asan axiom of humankind. Buying the absurd-
ity of adivinely appointed ruler, as argued by
Thomas Paine’s 1776 classic Common Sense, was
one thing; taking that revolution to its logical
conclusion was another. Even after slavery
ended and every adult got the right to vote, the
US, forall its economic and tech advances, has
beenawobbly upholder of what it deemed self-
evident not just among citizens, but everyone.
Seen from overseas, Uncle Sam’s long trail of
armed interventions across the globe forma
mixed but sorry picture. Its World War Il win
was heroic, no doubt, given the Nazi evil it
fought, butits own ill-treatment of captives
over the decades since has smudged its global
reputation. Indeed, exertion of power has
gotten the better of its judgement far too often.
Perhaps the biggest irony of all has been US
backing of Israel’s war on Gaza that neutral
scrutiny found genocidal.

To be fair, the US has had significant internal
opposition to its conduct abroad. This could be
attributed to asense of values that arose from
the sovereignty that its people acquired back in
1776. It also raises the question of whether the
self-corrective impulses of its free market have
apolitical parallel. Afterall, the demands of cap-
italism have long shaped US policy. America’s
control of the world’s mostimportant price, the
cost of capital, isa key aspect of its power. The
moreitsactions alienate other people, whose
opinions it cared for enough to mention in the
very first line of its Declaration, the more likely
other nations will try to dethrone the dollar as
the world's currency. And it shouldn’t take the
sight of a $100 bill, which has Franklin’simage
onit, toview that as self-evident too.

GUEST VIE

How redesigned logistics helped
India through the Hormuz crisis

It took years of strategic work to ensure we were relatively unaffected by a severe supply disruption

ARTIKA SHUKLA
is former chairperson and managing
director, Engineers India Ltd.

nergy security, at its core, is a logis-
tics problem. Itisnot enough to
have the right suppliers; you need
nd diplo-
mdm channels to move their products
through any open route. The Strait of
Hormuzdisruption was the most severe
test faced in the modern era. Since late
February, the Strait—through which
120 ships passed daily before the Gulf
conflict broke out—fell to fewer than 10
daily transits. For India, which imports
around 90% ofits crude oil and draws
the bulkofits liquefied petroleum ga:
(LPG) and liquefied natural gas (LN
from Guifcountries, the exposure was
direct, severe and immediate. What
followed tested whether India’s logistics
architecture strengthened overa
decade would hold. India-bound ships
eventually did cross the Strait. It held.
The foundation for that outcome was
structural, not reactive. Over the prece-
ding decade, India had systematically
dismantled its dependence on any single
supply corridor. LPG i import terminals
doubled from I1to 22, distributing sup-
ply riskacross the coastline. The crude
supplier base widened from 27 countries
to 41, spanning the Americas, West
Africa, Russia and the Atlantic Basm
alongside the Gulf. Domestic refinery
capacity was configured for a wide vari
ety of crude oil—so that when familiar
Gulfbarrels stopped arriving, the system
could adapt without shutting down.

The first and most consequential
victory was diplomatic. India secured
vessel tmmuc\cmpuonwmlv—a status
shared with only five nati

monarchies and from Atlantic democ-

racies—without political constraints.

What some m:n see asdiplomatic ambi-
ot

through Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'sdirect engagement. Operation
Urja Suraksha, providing naval cover in
the Guif of Oman, sent an unambiguous
signal to shipping insurers that India-
flagged vessels had protected passage.
Inacrisis when most nations had to
scramble for spot cargo and emergency
bilateral agreements, India had already
negotiated its way to the front. Between
March and late June, 30 India-bound
ships crossed the Strait and had
transited the war zone by mid-June.

autonomy in sourcing.
economies that had concentrated their
LNG and LPG supply in Gulfproducers
faced immediate shortfalls and resorted
to spot procurement at prices +4%
above pre-war levels, India pivoted
without panic. Crude wasre-routed
through alternative Guif ports; alterna-

worth every ('Lilmn\lup thatwentinto
buildingit.

The third victory was domestic pro-
duction. When LPG imports slumped,
India chose to step up its domestic
production. The LPG Control Order
of 8 March directed every refinery to
maximize output, and within a week,
Indian output had risen from 35,000 to
54,000 tonnesa day, with plants
re-configured in innovative ways to do
50.A combined inventory buffer of
about two months across crude oil, LPG
and LNG gave planners time to opera-
tionalize altern: ourcing.

The fourth victory was on consumer
sensitivity. Unlike other countries, the
only restrictions applied were on com-
iesel and aviation fuel
exports—designed to protect house-

Indl:m comumvn experienced only a

tive sourcing was activated

ously from Algeria, the US, Norway,
Canadaand Russia. Non-Hormuz crude
sourcing rose from roughly 55%t0 70%
within weeks. India buys hydrocarbons
from geopolitically opposed blocs

. with the lowest price
h|ko<amnng major energy importers.
This outcome came at a fiscal cost.
However, an unwavering political
commitment put households first

Indiz sk now is to extend truc-

s
allies and from Moscow, from Gulf

mEE
QUICK READ

Diplomatic efforts, supplier
diversification, stepped-up local
production and protection of
households ensured that the
Hormuzcrisis didn'timpact India
asbadly as other bigimporters.

This was strategic foresight at
work, What we now needis to cut
freight vulnerabilities. An Oman-
Guijarat pipeline would help,
asmay vessel ownershipand
greater domestic reserves.

10 DEARS AGO
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MPLADS: are elected MPs really making good use of it?

implementing district authority within 45

days, and carried out undera detailed list of

According to statistics ministry data,
88,790 public works have been recom-
mended in total so far by Lok Sabha mem-

roads connecting hamlets to markets are
legitimate and visible locally demanded
soods. Butvisibility hasneed

tankers and hand pumps. These point-of-
supply interventions, which deliver water

Street droad patc the
most visible deliverables a legislator can
point to. Community halls carry plaques.

withoutimp distribution infrastruc-
ture, make up 63.5% of the category. Pipe-
line works lag behind. This pointstoa pref-
erence for quick supply-end fixes over capi-

are, respectively, an
independent researcher, and a
faculty member of public
policy, Flame University.

very elected Member of Parliament
(MP)in Indiacommands 35 croreayear
under the MP Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS). Launched in 1993, it
allows Indian Parliamentarians to recom-
mend developmental public works, withan
emphasis on community assets aimed at
meeting locally felt needs, Its guidelines are

bers, worthroughly 34,787 crore. Of these,
67,524 have been sanctioned (worth 33,547
crore), 21,807 have been completed (worth
31,047 crore) and expenditure on completed
aswell asongoing works totals about {2 192
crore. In other words, rec

Underfunded sectos

training cent:
equipment

workforcestill d

Agriculture and
farmerwelfare, covering crop conservation,
and stubble management
ount for just 37 recommen-
dations. Given how mdnv people in Indi:

tal-intensive infrastructure with longer-
termgains. Thisr:

familiarquestion in
e these public

iculture, thi:

coveronly 57.9%of the total allocation. Less
than a quarter of rec (umnended works an e

clear: funds must be spenton
on government land and for government-
controlled institutions. The intended bene-
ficiary is the public at large without refer-
ence to any particular section of society.
Since2011-12, the annual entitlement ha<
been fixed at 35 crore per MP. Across all 542
sitting members, the scheme’s cumulative
allocation for the I8th Lok Sabha stands at
8,265 crore (as of 27 May, 2026). The
MPLADs architecture involves a central
nodal agency, state nodal authorities, nodal
district authorities, implementing district
authorities, implementation agencies and
user agencies. Public projects must be rec-

aquarterof that ﬁgum too.

Sectoral concentration: The 1,0\'0mmem‘s
mdlmu\ e list spans 112 s
ac egories. Yet, d.
ing. al Ilm top. Three sectors alone—energy
supply and distribution s
roads, bridges and pathway
community building—account for about 71%
ofallrecommended works. Energy leads with
23,440 recommendations (26.4%), mostly for
street lights and public lighting. Roads follow
With 21475 works (24.2%). Community build-
. halls and cultural centres add another
17,921 works (20.2%). This is not inherently

led by the MP, by the

« lights on village streets and

a telling number. Puhlu health remains

marginal too: just 1,322
works (L5%), worth 3120
crore, This stands out,
especially since the
guidelines permit eight
health-related activities,
including ambulances
and prosthetics, among
others. The gapreflectsa
failure of uptake.
Drinking water and
sanitation show asimilar
pattern. Of 10,702 rec-
ommended works, the
three largest sub-catego-
ries are tubewells and
borewells, mobile water

aEEm
QUICK READ

Ananalysis of recommendations
for public-works spending by
Lok Sabha members shows not
justunderuse of thisscheme’s
funds but also concentration
inafew high-visibility areas.

Hard questions arise over the
political economy of visibility,
administrative capacity of district
governmentsand the extent to
which MPs and their teams cover
what the scheme permits.

Thelens of political parti
ages per MP offer a baselin
field of energy, 40 inroads,

3worksin the
33in publicand

tural The country currently
charters nearly all its oil and gas import
vessels, leaving freight costs exposed at
vulnerable times. An SCI-IOCL-BPCL~
ONGCjoint venture for 62 owned
vessels addresses this issue directly. An
Oman-Gujarat deepwater pipeline can
route 10-15% of India’s gas demand
through a chokepoint-free corridor.
Inall, the crisis caused by the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz validated a
decade of infrastructure investment
and set outan outline of national tasks
for the next decade: vessel ownership,
pipeline conne tegic reserves
of crude oil, LPG and ga gas, and a formal
ceiling on any singl gion's
eofimports, Resilience is never
accidental. Neither is the work required
tostrengtheniit.

I_ ST A ?E@@@E‘ﬂ

In the United States today,
the Declaration of
Independence hangs on
schoolroom walls,
but foreign policy
follows Machiavelli.

HOWARD ZINN

_

well above average on roads (46.8 versus
39.5) and community buildings (4.8 versus
32.9). The Congress's 100 MPs showamore
evenspread, with education and health both
above average. The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam’s 22 MPs stand out on education,
averaging 3+.4 works per MP, nearly three
times the national rate, with energy works
well below average.

ructural question: The gap between
38,265 crore allocated and 32,192 crore
spent, between 88,790 works recom-
mended and 21,807 completed and between

19.7 in drinking water,

12.6in educationand just
24in public health.

Party-wise patterns

i from th

activitiesanda clear concen-
trationin barely five orsixare all measurable
signs of the same tension. The scheme’s
design involves third-party evaluations,
asset registers, monthly reviews and work-

The Samajwadi Party's 37
MPsaveraged 220 energy
workseach, five times the
lmllonalml e, against just

works and 0.6 health
per MP. Thc Bhar-

MP~ track close to the

sanction deadli Itisalso subject to right-
to-information compliance.

On paper, the MPLADS architecture is
thorough. But the data reveals a gap, one
that liesin translation, shaped by the politi-
cal economy of visibility, administrative
capacity of district governments and the
extentto which MPsand their teams cover
what the scheme actually The
between these numbe:
ask hard ionsabout how the intent of

\geon water
and education, but run

MPs translates to public goods.
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Pluralism still holds the key to
conflict resolution in America

India’s demographic dividend is
rapidly running down the clock

We have little time left to resolve a poly-cri.

Religious affiliation is dropping in a country founded on freedom

is of unsatisfactory outcomes on economic growth, education and employment

are, respectively, former professor of
economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and
professor of economics, University of
Hyderabad. They are co-authors of ‘India Out
of Work' rowing up as a Christian, I often

heard from other churchgoers how

fortunate we weretolive ina Chris-
tian nation suchas the US, These days, [am
morelikely to hear fellow Christians lament
that the country has fallen into secularism.
But as America turn: 0, it is worth | wasthe case thatan equal share of Demo-
remembering that the history of Christian- | cratsand Republicans would have had sim-
ityin the country iscomplicated. So, too,is | ilar Christian worldviews; nowitisskewed,
itsfuture, Church membership haswaxed | with Republicans havingdisproportionate
and waned in the country before. But the sentation among churchgoers and
having a disproportionate
tion.

s unuxhuu'slnpulllmxl]m]ar ation

andabeliefthat the otherside is immoral
and closed-minded.

Most Ame see their fellow citizens
as“morally bad," accordingto Pew, a poll-
ster, and have d livisionsona number
of moral topics. Of course, a widely shared
religious framework does not mean every-

ndia faces aserious jobs crisis. Recent National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, including
its 2024 report, shows that (i) unemployed
p( rsons Furm alarge category .xmongsmude
student suicides have risen; and
(iii) a substantial share of suicide victims were
510, Class 12 and higher-education students,
es

The US has long been religiously pluralistic
in theory but not in practice. AP

Y astructural
€CoNOMic Crisis. Ammplawm beliefappears to
prevail in the government about India’s GDP
growth and hence employment-generating poten-
tial. Thisig
annum consistentl
its demographic dividend and reach 'high income’
status. Yet, from 2014.to 2024, the economy grew
atonly at 6.2% annually (base 2012), compared to

The pre-1776 colonial era w.
unchurched one. Church member
els hovered around 15-20% due to strict

isolation. Yet while church membershi;
was relatively low and a national rell

7.8% per annum over 2004-2014. No international
agency projects that India will grow at arate above
6.7% from 2020 to 2030, India needs nothing
short of 12 million new non-farm jobs annually, but
generates halfthat number. The growth slowe down
had multiple consequenc
¢, non-farm job growth fell. Our working-age
population share is still increasing. However,
among 900 million people of working age, only
330 million were non-farm workers in India’s 610
million workforce (2024), The rest were in agricul-
ture and allied activities. Shockingly, 40% of all
youth (15-29y in the workforce are unpaid
family labour . This share fell from 1993-94-to
2017-18, but shot up thereafter. In 2024, about 28
million unemployed educated youth were looking
for jobs; and about 100 million educated youth

self-
rese:
have stagnated since

that 63% of all suicide

Third, as non-farm job growth fell, real wages
stagnated for all worke:
mployed, both rural and urban. Our
ch shows that casual-worker real wag
2012 (just as for regular wage
and self-employed workers), while their indebt-
edness has grown. In May, the NCRB reported

sual, regular wage or

above
Indi

victims came from econom-

ically insecure households with
annual incomes below 1lakh,

employment rate fell from 4

share of the working-age and youth population

finding wor!

needed torealize the dividend.
The International Labour Orgar

says that over half the global population aged

is employed (56%), much higher than for

. In India, the ILO estimates the overall

falling—the opposite of what is

tion (ILO)

in2004-05t03
in 2017-18, before rising again:
butitstill remains 41% and the

was—in explicit contrast to Europe—
banned, Christianity provided a shared
moral framework for the new country.
Ashistorian Mark Noll wrote in his book
In the Beginning Was the Word, the Bible
providedadominant cultural and religious
understanding for the vast majority of
Europeans who arrived on American soil.
Nearlyall of the founders expressed some
version of Christian faith, and that faith
inspired much in America’s founding doc-
uments. The idea that people are
“endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights,” for example.
Thencame the revivalsand Great Aw
enings of the 18th and 19th centurie:
which alongside new waves of immigra

one gets along, The 19th century saw the
North and South go to war over slavery,
after all. But now there is not even a com-
mon language or sense of higher authority
from which to persuade.

Some conservativesare trying through
pulil -al means ln turn lm k lho( In(

cal
right to restore a common language of
morality, suchasby displaying the 10 Com-
in publicschool class 5.

Butsymbolsand language do not create
spiritual belief: that comes from families,
churches and communities. A top-down
push risks creating the kind of state reli-
gion that hasbeen endemic elsewhere and

(mostly women) have stopped looking. Another

150 million youth are currently in education or

training who will look for worlk. The Union govern-

ment had inherited a youth unemployment rate

(UR) 0f 2.2% (2012 data). By 2017-18, this tripled

10 6.1%, the highest in 45 years. The youth UR also

tripled to 18% over that pmod

Second, astructural change was underway over
04-2014 that involved an unprecedented fall in

with daily wage earnersas the
largest group. The share of dai-
ly-wager suicide cases rose from
12% in 2014 to 23% in 2019 and
then to 31%in 2024. Th
numucingllwgm\\'(lml'( ail

that the American founders were trying to
avoid. And of course, a state powerful
enough to mandate religious language is
powerful enough to do the opposite. His-
tory is also replete with the elevation of
secularism over religion in public i
Insomeway iscoming full circle
andback to the founders’ original experi
ment.Itwas new for them to establishreli-

QUICK READ

Astructural change that was
underway of workers moving off
farms tojobs in other sectors
- wentintoreverseevenasunpaid  world's largest population.
labour makes employment in However, these twin challenges A whopping 91% of Americans

Indialook healthier thanitis. ar i ducati identified as Christian or Catholic.
crisis. Both school and higher Onour: mmqmmenlennm] Americans
farles

tion, h(u'm(hmngupdmrn hattendance.

Butitwas i
church membership reached 3
1948, church membership reachod a his-
toric high of 76%, according to Gallup.
Around halfof Americansattended church

iDP growth and the
a(‘(‘omp(mymg_u)h< crisisare
monumental challenges for the

the absolute numberof farm workers with a rising By 2040, Indiawilbeageing  education had rapidly increased are farmor gious freedom. To celebrate the virtues
share of the construction and manufacturing sec- ia’s aborted structural dramatically as roughly half enrolment by 2015, but this has religious overall, Re LmLu \\ e d\]\ ornear- | andmorality that enable self-governance.
tors’ contribution to employment and gross value change. which had gathered the current workforce nears leftthe economy with millions weekly church I ito | To ge a proliferation of religious
added (GVA). This reversed between 2015 and momentum after 2004 is that retirement. Informal sector roughly 33% of the adult population, | andspiritual life and to protect it from the

dominance means most of them
willhave no pension support.

ulture intotal
employment, after falling con-
sistently for the last half century,
actually rose from 42% in 2018-19 to 46.1% in
2023-24. The ‘Lewisian tran (i(m.'\\'hil‘hgaﬂl-
ered momentum after 2004 i
Workers in agriculture rose f )mZO()nu]lmnm
lO]()l()l’i()mlllmnm d-202
ifth. to realize India’s demographic dividend,
millions more must be employed in non-farm sec-
tors. Yet, the country’s employment rate, or the

2024. Manufacturing's
stable since 1960 orso till 2015; huld( 'spite ‘N ‘Make

inIndia,’ the sector’s contribution to GVA fell from
17%in ’()H 1013% in the next 2 years. This had not
recove Ol’(’d toits 2()[ Hl‘\l

according to Gallup. While Ch:
still adhered to by approsimat
of Americansand remainsa large part of the
nationalstory, nearly halfof Americans
thatreligionis not very important to them,
For the first time, one in four Americ
claimno religious affiliation, rising to one in
three for those under 30.

Thisisahuge change inarelatively brief
period of time and has helped create new
political dynamics. For example, it once

interference of the government and the
public majority.

The challenge of the next 250 years is
not how to restore ‘a Christian nation”
through political means. It will be how to
resolve disagreements without a broadly
shared setof moral ideals. While the US has
longheen religiously pluralistic in theory,
it has not been in practice. The future
beyond its 250th year seems to hold no
other choice. ©BLOOMBERG

unsatisfactory mllcum(*son
education, economic growth
and employment form the core of the country’s

poly-crisis.
Finally, another challenge is that India’s work-
force is rapidly ageing. By 2022-23, it was more or
less equally divided between two age groups:
below 45 and above. By 2040, India will be ageing,
since the halfover 45 will near retirement. Most of
them, however, will have no pension support.

employment,afterrisi
between 2004 and 20]1 fellto11.5% in 2024
Also, an absolute fall in thi: or'semployment
followed till 2021, for the first time in India’s post-
Independence history.

India’s baby panic misses the disease for a symptom

TULSI JAYAKUMAR

is professor, economics,

narecenttrip to Viennain Austria, I
found myself doingan odd calcula-

class.S publicly urged fami-
lies to produce three or more children and
offered welfare benefitsbased on family s
‘The underlying argument borrows from Lhe
experiences of Japan, South Korea and
China—countries where low fertility has
produced labour shortages, ballooning
dependency ratios and fiscal strains that

tion, Austria has a I of
about nine million. Mumbai, the city I call
home, houses more than 21 million people. A
single Indian metropolis has more than twice
the population of an entire nation that
punches well above its weight on every
measure of human development. That con-
trast stayed with me. And it made political

governmentsar . This
anxietyisnotirrational. Ageing populations
are difficult to govern. But before Indi
policymakers reach for the fertility lever,
theyought toask: What exactly is the prob-
lemweare try 5

)2 ic mass into economic muscle.

India s still inside that window. But the
window will notbe open indefinitely and the
country is not usingit especially well. Female
labour-force participation remains stub-
bornly low. Learning outcomes in govern-
ment schools are poor. Youth unemploy-
mentisboth underestimated and under-ad-
dressed. Each year, millions of young Indians

m
Jjoin a labour market that is not generating

cnmlgl\pnxlmu\e\\mklmhwrhlhem Iu

xt, calling for
mistake a symptom for
the disease,

young count) he median age in Indi

Japan and South Korea

mEm
QUICK READ

isstill large and young. The sequence is not
interchangeable.

There is also a question of what fertility
incentivesactually achieve. South Korea has
spent two decades and billions of dollars
attempting to coax its citizens into having
more childs hittinga record low of
0.72in 2023, its TFR edged up to 0.80 in
2025. This may look encouraging, but th
still the lowest of any OECD nation and less
than halfthe replacement level. Also, a post-
pandemic marriage boom, not government
policy, appears to be the
primary driver. Money
alonecannot override the
structural forces that

growing for a few decades before it stabi-
lizes. There is no imminent workforce cliff.
Regional variation means the transition will
be gradual rather than sudden. Southern
states that have fallen below replacement-
level fertility continue to grow their econo-
mies—proof, ifany were needed, that fewer
birthsand greater prosperity are notin con-

ia’s people live well
niue million uf them,

1urf' and educ.mun are the mmh.\msms 01
prosperity, and they largely operate inde-
pendently of raw population size. India

and executive director, hand-wringingoverIndia’sdeclining fertil- | 29.8, compared with49.9inJapan, 46.8in | as cautionary tales are  Alarmamongsome politicians  raise opportunity costs | needs to look at Austria’s example and

Centre for Family Business ity rate seem pu: Germany and just over40in China. Nearly | makingasubtle butsig-  aboutIndia’sfertilityratedrop  and suppress fertility in | whether the rumnn dumgcnmu,h togive
&Entrepreneurship at India’stotal fertility rate (TFR) vo-thirds of Indians are of working age. | nificant error. Those seemsoverblown. Thecountry's modernurbani: its L4 bill S compa-
Bhavan's SPJIMR. agenumberofchildrenawomanisexpected s offers a demographic dividend in its | countries became rich challengeis not to boost its omies. Indi 1l mid- | rableshotat ﬂnuml\mg Onmostindicators,

to bear in her lifetime—has fallen from
nmrlv Ginthe1950stoabout L9, just below

most favourable form:a swollen productive
cohortsupportingarelatively modest share

therepl: ent level of 2.1, Ind b

terms, thisis the threshold at whicha popu-
lation eventually stabilizes without immi-
gration. Several Indian states, particularly in
the south, crossed that threshold years ago.
The national average hasnow joined them.
This has alarmed a section of India’s political

ofde d The I mnw:n(‘d
thisdividend into lasting prosperi
Korea, Singapore and Taiwan—did so by
m\ esting heavily i in the ¢l hlkll en lhe) llad

itutional quality are what transformed

before they became old.
Their demographic chal-
lenge is to sustain an
existing standard of liv-
ing with a shrinking
workforce. India’s chal-
lenge is entirely diffe
ent: to become pros)

ouswhile the workforce

birth rate but toincrease the
productivity of its workforce.

Financial incentives for larger
families are unlikely towork as
they can'toverride the structural
forces that raise opportunity
costs and suppress fertility in
today's urbanized economies.

way through its own
urbanization, would do
well to note that lesson
before reaching for the
same expensive lever,
Nor is India’s demo-
graphic future as bleakas
alarmists suggest. Its
population will continue

theanswel tyet.

Indian pol ns should resist the temp-
tation to treat fertility as a policy dial. The
real work isless photogenic and farmore dif-
ficult. India does not have a baby shortage
butit does havea productivity deficit. Those
arevery different problemsand only one of
themisworth panicking about.

These are the author’s personal view
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CONTRAPUNTO

- We are like eggs at present. And you cannot go on
indefinitely being just an ordinary, decent egg.
We must be hatched or go bad
- CS LEWIS

Not Playing God

Scientists can make a cell from scratch now. That'’s
a useful tech for solving many global problems
Nature took more than 500mn years to make the first cell, and

a few billion to arrive at intelligence thereafter. But we

humans have cobbled together both in fewer than 50. Of AT
weneedn't say more, but news from University of Minnesota, about
world’s first totally synthetic cells, is exciting. It questions the
belief that life is more than molecules plus energy. But looks like
there’snosecret sauce, nosupernatural hand.

Sceptics may roll their eyes. It's true that, despite all the hype, AT
isnotreally “intelligent” but only a statistical trick. And yes, thelead
scientist on the synthetic cell team has said she’s “hesitant to call
this ‘alive’”. But hesitation only shows she doesn’t want to oversell
her team’s achievement, unlike AI bros. The SpudCells they have
made fulfil all three conditions to be considered alive - feeding,
growing and replicating. What's the catch? The cells can’t produce
their own ribosomes or components that make proteins.

g That's alright. Now that the project is
growing into a multi-lab collaboration,
more ‘accomplished’ cells will be made.
It’s a good thing that the Minnesota team
decided not to patent their tech, so that
others can develop it too. In May, six Asian
countries—China, Japan, S Korea, Singapore,
Thailand, Malaysia - had announced
their own10-year joint programme to build
synthetic cells, and one of its goals is to
achieve “ri 1bosome autonomy”. West and East should work together
on this, setting aside geopolitics for the greater good.

How do we know artificial life won’t prove harmful? When the
late Craig Venter announced his intention to make a synthetic
cell, in 1999, he was accused of playing Frankenstein. A few years
earlier, Roslin Institute’s scientists had faced the same charge over
cloning Dolly the sheep. While fear of the unknown is natural, we
can’t turn our back on scientific frontiers. Once we master the tech
of designing cells with specific traits, like turning atmospheric
carbon dioxide and water vapour into ethanol, global warming
and fossil fuels will become history. It’s far easier than finding a
microbe todo thisamong the billions made by nature.

Venter’s team had created a synthetic cell based on a natural
bacterium. Sixteen years later, Minnesota scientists have made a
cell from scratch. That's steady progress. With Al the next decade
islikely to be even morefruitful. Anew cellular age is starting.

EGGXACTLY

Midday meals in all states should include eggs.
Reasons for that are well known
The new Bengal govt, walking on eggshells, hopes to overcome

state’s new school-meal contractor Iskcon’s ‘no-eggs’ policy

by providing ‘extra funds’ to source ‘deem’. Iskcon, through
Akshaya Patra Foundation, has for years provided midday meals in
various parts of the country, and doesn’tdeal with eggs. It has courted
controversy over its ‘pure’ vegetarian meals. In 2019, in Karnataka,
there was furore over Akshaya Patra’s decision to not add garlic or
oniontosambar. But is the question simply one of eggs vs vegetarian-
protein options like soya, cottage cheese/paneer and lentils/dal?
Notreally,it'smorelayered. There’s reasoning, notemotion, behind
+» havingeggson the schoolmenu.

Eggs provide high-quality protein, healthy
fats and essential vitamins & minerals. Deep
protein-deficiency is a pan-India burden, leading
to subpar health. A key problem with plant-based
proteins replacing eggs in midday meals is simple
—consistency in quality and quantity is way harder
to ensure. Eggs are tough to adulterate, or dilute,
like you can, say, dal. Eggs come naturally portion-
controlled, easy to source pan-India, cook and
carry. Inconsistency. even in centralised kitchens,
isnotnew. The 2015 CAG performance audit on midday meal scheme
criticised Iskcon in certain states for irregularities, including
meals that failed prescribed nutritional standards.

Most Indians don’t subscribe to rigid norms of what they can,
or cannot, eat. Eggs are especially crucial for those children whose
households cannot afford protein-rich foods. School meal menus
are, thus, prescribed to meet students’ calorific needs. Bengal
served eggs once or twice a week. Tamil Nadu, by and large, serves
eggs daily. But overall inclusion of eggs is shrinking — down from
16 states about a decade ago to about 13, now. School meals are
meant to nourish children, and keep them in school, not reflect
dietary preferences of contractors or govts. To that end, replacing
eggs withanythingelse, is just bad-egg policy.

The 86th minute

Why do we overthink coincidence?
Because we are suckers for drama
Renuka.Bisht@timesofindia.com

There’sloss. And then there’ s cme]_fate The twoare completﬂv
different creatures. Thi th tem
of World Cup exits, which draw 10 less passion than the wins.
That Ivory Coast, DR Congo, and Senegal’s hopes of reaching
d the Round of 16 have been dashed, is one thing. That each of
them took a goal in the 86th minute to thisend, that's something
else, ain't it? That's the universe copy-pasting the exact same dagger, at the
exactsametick of the clock, like it'shellbent on making Africa cry.

Statisticians will shrug. Because they deal in the Law of Truly Large
Numbers. “The million, million, million...to one chance happens once in a
million, million, million...times, no matter how surprised we may be,” said the
‘father’ of statistics, RA Fisher. But most of us are in the Shakespeare camp.
‘Wefeel coincidences. We can't just let them go. It could be carrying an umbrella
every day for two months without rain, leaving it home once, and that day

brings a downpour: Or it could be calling your father after meaning
m , to ring him for weeks, only to hear a stranger answer, and tell
you he collapsed moments before the phone rang. Fortune is
M~ always onstage. Sometimes playful, sometimes vindictive, forever

_—. manipulating entrances and exits.

Romeo reaches the tomb minutes too early. Othello believes the wrong
story at the wrong moment. King Lear recognises the truth only after it can
no longer save him. That’s the difference between loss and cruel fate. Loss
straightforwardly says, you weren't good enough. Cruel fate taunts, you were
almost there, then the universe showed a finger. Probability theory doesn’t
account for how human beings experience events as stories. The first African
team taking a blow in the 86th minute is a football result, the second an oddity,
the third isa cosmic pattern,ahex,a curse.

Whatif th i ked out in the86thminute? Who
eats humble pie then? Ummm, not Shakespeare. He ‘would simply call it Fortune
spinning her wheel, Ct may be the lasf superstition. We
no longer blame eclipses on angry gods but happuy meme that Minute 86 is
haunted. Football has helped us be villager gawpingup at the
scoreline, and whispering, “Well...that'sabitodd.”

France’s Beautiful Game

Mbappé’s transformation, coupled with France’s emergence as the team to beat in this World Cup,
is French coach Didier Deschamps’ greatest achievement yet. The quiet manager finally has
making them seem unstoppable

a team that embraces his ideas,

Javier Dale

When Spanish striker
Fernando Morientes
left Real Madrid to
joinMonacoonloan, his
new manager made an
unexpected request: he

Despite leading France to the 2018
World Cup title, and another final four
years later, Deschamps has spent much of
the past two years under intense scrutiny.
BEuro 2024 and the 2025 Nations League
ended indisappointment, with Zinedine

successor. The criticism was familiar:

Columnistbased wanted himto playasa France hadbecome toodefensive and too

in Barcelona iker: Morientes on Kylian Mbappé producing
had never accupled that momentsof brilliance.

b , but Didier D ted In many ways, Mbappe himself

untilheconvi him. T!

off. Monaco, powered by emerging talents
such as Patrice Evra, Ludovic Giuly,
and Emman\lel Adebayor, reached the
C Leaguefinal, whil ientes

‘oblem. Back in 2020,
the Real Madrid forward appeared
destined to dominate world football.

When he joined Parls Saint-Germain ! '-.

ide Lionel Neymar,

scored 19 goals in Ligue 1 and Europe
from an unfamiliar position.

Years later, Deschamps brought
Morientes to Olympique de Marseille
as a veteran forward, not because he
expected him to score goals, but because
he wanted the younger players to follow
his example. Morientes rarely played,
vethenever stopped working. Whenever
oneof Marseille’s youngsters began to lose
motivation, Deschamps had the perfect
lesson: “Look at Fernando Morientes.
Three Champions League titles. Five
finals. And he’s still the first player to
arriveat trainingevery morning.”

‘That is Didier Deschamps, the current
France manager He moved into
coachingat just 33, while he still looked
and thought more like a footballer
than a manager.

Anyone whoremembers Deschamps
the player will recall that he was never
the most gifted footballer in France's
1998 World Cup-winning side. Zidane,
Djorkaeff, and Henry captured the
headlines, but the midfielder was the
essential piece that held everything
together. He had performed exactly
the same role for Marseille, winners
of the 1993 Champions League, and for
Juventus, when they lifted Europe's
biggest trophy in1996.

the expectation was that PSG
would become unstoppable.
Reality proved very different.
Even after Mbappé became
the club’s undisputed
leader, European glory
remained elusive. At
27, the player tipped
to inherit football
from Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo
stillhas neither
a Champions
League title
nor a Ballon d'Or
His hattrick in
the 2022 World Cup
final perfectly
encapsulated his
career: an extraor-
dinary individual
performance that
still ended in
heartbreak.

This World Cup,
however, has revealed a
different France and a
different Mbappé. France
have retained their
defensive discipline,
while combining the
best of both worlds:

explosiveness in attack and reliability
at the back. That defensive reliability
was perhaps the team’s greatest
weakness at the 2022 World Cup, where
Les Bleus conceded eight goals, three
of them in the final.

Mbappé has arrived at this World Cup
not only as a goalscorer, but also as the
symbol of a more collective France. He
presses, works tirelessly without the
ball, and seems to have accepted
that his greatness will be defined

less by individual statistics
than by his contribution
to the collective balance
Deschamps demands. Even
before the tournament began,
the French media were already
describing a “reconfigured”
Mbappé for a national
team whose “collective
virtues” were being
highlighted by Le Pari-
sien. The tournament
has done nothing
but confirm those
predictions.
France’s defen-
sivesystemunder
b :

0

WORLD CU

have formed one of the tournament’s
most exciting attacking trios, yet all
three have also embraced the defensive
responsibilities that modern football
demands.

Deschamps has also benefitted enor-
mously from Dembélé's remarkable
transformation at Paris Saint-Germain,

where Luis Enrique has taught him
how to understand the game. The
forward who once seemed lost
to football after leaving FC
Barcelona, has learned under
the Spaniard that being a great
footballer is not about being a
Human Highlight Instagram Reel.
but about becoming a player his
teammates can rely on in every phase
of the game.

Perhaps Deschamps has even recreated,
with Mbappé, the conversation he
once had with Morientes in Marseille:
“Look, Kylian. That’s Ousmane Dembélé.
Two Champions League titles. A
Ballon d'Or. And he still works as
if he were playing his very first
professional match.”

That is the new France. Deschamps
no 1ongel needs to unpuse rigid defensive

simply for

is

¢ builtonbalance,

discipline, and

collectiveeffort. With

Aurélien Tchouaméni
i -alarea

the complacencv ol h15 biggest stars.
Instead, he has learned to trust his
players - because they have finally
shown Lhev deserve that trust.

a national team is unlike

and William Saliba providing
composure at the back.
Les Bleus stay compact
without the ball, recover
their shape quickly, and
turn defensive reliability
into a platform for their
explosiveattacking talent.
The group stage and the
round of 32 have showcased
a side capable of combining
attacking flair with collective
discipline. Michael Olise,
Mbappé, and Ousmane Dembeélé

coaching a club. There is no daily
training ground where ideas can be
drilled into players. Success depends
largely on what footballers absorb at
their clubs, and whether they are willing
to embrace the manager’s vision when
they come together:

Deschamps now appears closer than
ever to achieving exactly that. The
quiet, understated coach is the strategic
mind behind Les Bleus’ latest assault
on the World Cup.

Daleisasports writer for La Vanguardia,
a Spanish newspaper

How To Let Your Parent Have Their Kama

We allow our elders to age, but not to love. When ancient Indian philosophy, Taoist docs, modern science
all say intimacy in later life is a vital part of human flourishing, don’t cage it in silence instead

Swami Shivdas

artisans whodid not expect the visitor to faint.

than a year after he had lost his wife of four

decades. He had met someone - a widow of his
ownage,ata hadenrolled him
in, precisely so that he would leave the house. They
drank tea after class on Tuesdays. That was all. Yet,
when he finally spoke of it, his first question was not
about love, or loneliness, or even propr iety. It was:

“What will my children think?"

A few weeks later, a woman in her late fifties asked
me, almost in a whisper, whether intimacy was
“permitted” after herhusband’s cardiac surgery His
heart had healed. Whathad not healed was the guilt-
the verdictof a inwhich, aftera
certain age and a certain scare, desire is expected to
retire quietly, like an employee past 60, garlanded
onceand never invited back.

Neither of these people is unusual, and that is the
point. All around us, a widowed or separated parent
is quietly, only quietly, considering a companion. In
many a marriage, one partner has lost desire, while
theother has quietly found compatibility elsewhere.
The elderly are negotiating tenderness after separation.
Everyone knows - family, friends, the WhatsApp
groups. What ismissing is the licence to speak.

The silence is enforced - gently, lovingly, with
devastating efficiency. Three locks close over the
privatelifeof anadultinanIndian family Thefamily
locks first; what will this do to the household, the

! manof 68came tosee melast winter, alittlemore

Far to the east, Taoist physicians studied intimacy
with the same curiosity they brought to food and breath.
Human vitality, they taught, rests on three pillars -
‘what we eat, how we breathe, and how we love. Neglect
one, and the other two cannot carry the weight.

‘What did those physicians know? Strip
away the vocabulary and a strikingly modern
idea emerges: vitality is an economy, keep a
budget. Their famous age-graded prescriptions
were never a rationing of intimacy, but coun-
selled changing rhythm with age: as much as

MORNING SUN: A 1952 painting by Edward Hopper

loneliness with outcomes we would treat as a public-

health emergency if a virus caused them. When

researchers tell us chronic loneliness damages the

elderly as much as heavy smoking, they arerestating, in

the language of journals, what the Taoist masters

said in the language of rivers:life-force that is dammed
does not stay fresh.

” The river is the best image we have
"m for this subject. Only a flowing river

Comersatbm e nesf 0¥ (s own hour and then move on. We do

stays clean. Desire is a current of life,
like appetite and sleep, it must flow in

not think about food all day. That would

be illness, not appetite. Obsession, the

mind that circles fantasy all day, is a foully

stagnant pool. Butso is suppression, desiredenied so

fiercely that it backs up into bitterness, irritability,

a strange deadness that families sense but do not

acknowledge. The old teachers called the goal

completion, not repression - the act honoured in its

own time, and the mind then returning, naturally,
to work, to family, to prayer, tolife.

‘Which brings me back to the man at the music
class. What stands between him and his Tuesday
companion is not scripture, nor his physician, who
would cheer. It is a Iedgex the unspuken aruhmeuc
bywhicha:

h . and the verdict that his chapt
is clused. But a family's wealth should serve its
elders’ lives, not stand guard over their solitude.

And here is what I have noticed when these

children’s marriages, the property? Society locks
second: whathllpeoplesav"Rellgmn locksthird, often
without itionsare

keeps bodyandmind in balance-nomore, noless. After
'S youfeel. Calm, energised, affectionate?

prudish and censor ou.rselves on their behalf.

Here is the irony: those traditions were braver than
weare. Our civilisation placed kama -desire, including
sexual desire - among the four legitimate aims of life,
alongside dharm, arth and moksh. Vatsyayan wrote a
treatise on it with the seriousness of a grammarian.
Our temple walls carry union carved in stone by

The rhythm is right. Depleted, irritable, restless?
Adjust. The body gives the verdict, the age calendar is
onlyahint.

Modern science is arriving at the same door from
the other side. Study after study links warm intimacy
in later life with better cardiovascular health, better
mood, better sleep, even sharper cognition, and links

conversations finally happen, between husband
and wife, between grown child and ageing parent,
between patient and doctor. What follows is almost
never scandal. It isrelief.

Remember, the river that flows stays clean, the
pool that stagnates turns foul. Our traditions knew
it, our sciences confirm it. Somewhere between the
two, our families forgot it. The journey from guilt to
awareness begins, like every journey out of silence,
with one spoken sentence.

Calvin & Hobbhes

LOOK! A TRICKLE OF

WATER RUNNING THROUGH

Sacredspace

F

Evenasheet of paper
has two sides.
Japanese Proverb
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Can Al Outshine Human Imagination?

Aditya Mukherjee

ecently, a controversy erupted
after Trinidadian author Jamir
jazir's award-winning story, The

Serpent inthe Grove, thrust theliterary
world intoa profound debate: if Alcan
help produce prize-winningfiction,
‘what becomes of creativity, originality,
and human imagination?

On July1, Nazir won the overall
Commonwealth Short Story Prize.a
decision that largely dispelled doubts
about the story’s originality and use of
Al Theauthor himself has consistently
denied usinggenerative Al explaining
that because of health constraints,
herelied on speech-to-text tech while
writing. It cannot be entirely ruled
out that bias against non-native writers

regarded as oneof the purest expressions
of human consciousness. A writer’s
imagination is shaped by suffering,
longmg, Im:el.mess. lovo. fmlureand hope.

Greatli merged
notfrom mechanical efficiency but from
emotionaldepth.

Nazir’s story, set in rural Trinidad
and centred ona cocoa farmer £
and a young woman named
Sita, exploressilence,
endurance and emotional
isolation. Theseare
profoundly human themes
rooted in lived experience.
Itisprecisely this that has
unsettled many writersand critics. As
Al-assisted writing becomes increasingly
sophisticated, v

THE SPEAKING TREE captur

theatreand TV tokill books. Yetart
survived each disruption by adapting
tonewrealities. Human creativity

artistic vision, craftsmanship. Readers
alsoplace their trust in the work reflecting
adistinctive human sensibility. As

proved moreresilient than the ietie: Al-assisted tools become
surrounding new tools. greater transparency abom their use may
AL howeveradvanced, does not dream, that trust

suffer orexperiencelife. It can analyse

authors’ Lre'mve integrity.

%" produce words; they attach
meaning toexistence.
Shakespeare perhaps
red humanity’ sumqueness
heﬂ! in Hamlet: “Whata piece
of work isaman! how noble in reason! how
mﬁmte infaculty!” Creativity isnotsimply
ar of words. Italso

between: genu.me cmatlﬂty and

in English also have ibuted
tothe controversy.
For centuries, literature hasbeen

wn?
Photography was once expected
todestroy painting, cinema toeclipse

involves moral imagination, emotional

ambiguity and the ability to transform

personal experience into universal truth.
Literary prizes honour imagination,

patterns and generate e deeps may not be
W o but cannot know heartbreak, lechnologual bu( clvlhsauoua] Welivein
the weight of memory. pruductwltv
.1}. Human beings donot merely and instant output, whex eas genuu.\e

eativity ience
and solitude. Alis merely thelatest
expression of this deeper cultural
impulse. In theend, the debate surrounding
Nazir is not merely about one story
orliterary prize. It raises important
questionsabout authorship, artistic
integrity and the evolvingrelationship
between tech and creativity. Tech may
transform the tools of writing, but the
deepest impulse behind storytelling
remains uniquely human.
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How Protective is a
Username Shield?

WhatsApp move could invite tighter scrutiny

Meta argument that usernames for WhatsApp subscri-
bers enhance privacy is rather weak. Hundreds of mil-
lions of Indian users have signed up for existing privacy
available on WhatsApp, and there’slittle merit in offering
them extra camouflage. It can only encourage bad actors.
Acceptable levels of privacy are built into India’s telecom
laws, and offering a feature that reduces transparency is
bound to go against GoI's comfort level. The official view
oncybercrimeslike fraud and impersonation will resona-
te among WhatsApp’s subscribers despite assurances by
the instant messaging (IM) app about safety features built
around digital aliases. WhatsApp offers an alternative to
theshort messaging service baked into smartphones, and
it would bedifficult tojustify disparate privacy standards.

Facebook and Instagram have similar IM services. But
thesearenowherecloseto WhatsApp’s popularity. The ac-
ceptance level is structured on the un-
derlying authenticity of WhatsApp’s
subscriber base. It'seasy tocreate Face-
- bookandInstaaccountsusingdubious
credentials. Usernames on WhatsApp
could be a step towards single sign-on
across Meta's social media platforms.
This generates highly accurate user
profiles, which command premium rates in the digital
advertising market. WhatsApp does not have an establi-
shed advertising revenue model and is seeking ways to
monetise itself. Meta would gain from being able to track
user behaviouracross its platforms.

WhatsApp must be more sensitive to law enforcement
concerns than, say, Telegram, which allows the level of
anonymity WhatsAppisseeking. Gol tends tocome down
harder on the more opaque platform in threat situations.
Telegram was blocked last month to prevent cheating in
nationwideexams. WhatsApp'srun-ins with Golhavebe-
en tamer. These are requests to take down offensive con-
tent. Messaging platformsearn theirlegal immunity thro-
ugh transparency. WhatsApp seems to be moving in the
opposite direction with the username feature. It could
harden lawmakers’ resolve to police communication.

Control Encroaching
Coaching Centres

In most Indian homes, post-school hours no longer belong to
youngsters. Recreation gives way to coaching centres. For ma-
ny, this cycle begins in middle school, intensifies through se-
nior school, and extends into the race for competitive recruit-
ment exams. Coaching has evolved from a supplementary aid
intoavast paralleleducation system. Against thisbackdrop,a
draft report by a Union education ministry committee propo-
ses a national law to regulate coaching centres while making
tests like JEE, NEET and CUET less ‘coachable’. Crucially, it
recognises that the industry’s explosive growth reflects deep-
erdistortions in our education and admissions system.

The national 2024 model guidelines proposed mandatory regi-
stration, infrastructure and safety norms,
= transparent fee policies, counselling ser-

d vices,andagerestrictions. Central Consu-
mer Protection Authority has cracked
downonmisleadingads, whileseveral stav

GLOBESPOTTING Inthe last year, India has appeared tired and enervated — time to turn the page

SEE

lndranl ETZ]

he world is getting accusto-

med to navigating choppy

geopolitical waters. We ha-

ve stepped into a new

world. Itfeelsnormal towa-
ke up and smell Truth Social, It feels
normal for our discourse to no long-
er extol the virtues of free trade or
globalisation, but to include threats
of massannihilation,

We have accepted that we will be
overtaken by Al. China was merelya
strategic challenge that could be ma-
naged by a like-minded group of co-
untries. The US, asa ‘freeradical’,ap-
pears to havemade space for Chinaat
the summit of global power; leaving
its friends scrambling for cover. The
world’s most unnecessary war
has taught us that nuclear
weapons are cool again,

ge, and that's fine too.

On geopolitics, the Gulf issplinte-
ring. That's a whole new challenge
for India. New Delhi's emerging geo-
political play appears to be booken-
ded by itsrelations with the UAE and
Israel, with Qatar and Oman
close behind. Saudi Arabia
will remain a commercial-

A
Caught in the churn: ‘Nag Vasuki', ¢. 1870, Garhwal

Indianeedstostepoutand
be counted. It should build
the Great Nicobar Island 4
Development Project as §
soon as possible, and do-
uble down on security
partnerships in the Indian
Ocean. Another Quad fore-
ign ministers’ meeting

political tool, The US by weaponi-

THE SPEAKING TREE

singitatthestart, b linein
the sand for tech powers like India.

Yes, there is a case for India beco-
ming the shopfloor for Al deploy-
ment and diffusion. But for more
sensitive applications, Indian entiti-
es will want control over proprietary
knowledge. Interestingly, Britain,
among others, is also thinking the
same way.

This week, Palantir CEO Alex Karp
blew the lid off global concerns when
he said, Are we really going to outso-
urce the battlefield of this country
[the US] to the consensus view in Sili-
con Valley? That is effing insane.’ We
need to get over the idea that we can-
not function without US Almodels.
© Pak pain point Paki leserves

Prudent
Ignorance

SUMITPAUL

Inhismemoir ‘Hitch 22', Chris-
topher Hitchens contemplates the
notion of blissful ignorance,
expressingasense of envy to-
wards those whoareabletolivein
astate of tmawareness. He recog-
nises theallure of alife untouched
by theawarenessof harsh realities
andthe complexities of theworld.

greater attention by lndla You can

q\;illity that ignorance can bring,

almost smell a Pakistani
in the air There are debates aro-
und track-2 dialogues, social
2 media exhortations of res-
tarting talks with Islama-

B bad, and Pakistan's own
campaign on the Indus
Waters Treaty. Asim Mu-
nir is at the pinnacle of his
powers, and has Trump's
stamp of approval to

inherent limitations and potential
dangersof suchamindset. He
perceives blissful ignoranceasa
gift that some possess, often
wishing he could experience the
sanctuary it provides, evenfora
fleetingmoment.

Sometimes, it's bestnot to know,
‘because even when you know, it
doesn’t matter anyway Ignoran-

the only proven deterrent economicrelationship, but should happen later Many in India proveit. ceisbliss. If youcome to know
against external invasion. notmuch else. [ranhasmo-  thisyearandIndiasho- believe once it has After the Iran war that you'll meetaserious acci-
India used to be ahead of ved back into centre stage, uld push for a summit  access to Fableor Munir feels confident @nt_aﬂuayml:yuu‘llcomianﬂy
the curve in many respects. and New Delhi has had toreca-  around Republic Day. , it's he can get greater lee- live in the penumbra of fear and
Not any more. It's either librate its tieswith Teh- @ Sovereign Al For happily-ever-after Way A big ask from the apprehension. and may even
spinning the steering It's India's ran. Whether ornot the  critical functions, India story. Itisn't. India USas. rewardforhisrole Expedne menccur_mwe_nf the
ifort- ility, along Chabahar project is re- should focus on buil- has failed to in the Iran-US MoU co- grimevent. The blissof ignoran-
able arrangpments orde-  with Jilﬂﬂ"‘ and vived, Iran will become ding sovereign Al mo- recognise that while uld be to pressure India ceis preferred over the agony of
sperately playing catch- Australia's, to keep 2 more important sour- dpls withknownand re- Al’is a tech, hardware " the Indus Waters knowledge. Ignoramuses can
up. All the while, itsexter- "y Quad going.  °© of oil, aswillIrag. liable data, weightsand "3 energ'y tool, jt's [reaty The 1 powerful
nal challenges are meta- There's a sound logic Can Iran use its Hor-  sovereign compute. foremost a' don't come out of no- hemghmusethpycaneasﬂv
morphosing  before our Quad, muzleveragetoconstra- That is no longer nego- eopolitical tool where. There is even disregard things that affect their
eyes. Hereare3coreareas: : . inIndia‘'srelations with  tiable. The US may have geop one floating around as- mental health. The more you
© Hormuz fees The NOWIthStanding  forae? india should an.  opened access to Anthropic's fronti- ~king India to ‘end’ Op Sindoor. For know, the bleaker things can get.
world will end up paying Trump ticipate that possibility.  er models largely because (‘hmese those with longer memories, these Ali‘.ng.lisl}\ inl;illecmax po;t
some version of Hormuz fees, no of the US ndUS  areclassicredflags. This time, Pakis- Alexander Pope wrote, 'Heav'n
matter what Truth Social says. It'sa  from Indo-Pacific Command (Indo- companies losing trust and mmkcr tan would imagine India to be on the fromall creatures hides the

handy piece of geopolitical leverage
gifted toIran by the US. The global oil
economy is flowing again, until the
next military crisis. India has done
well in diversifying its energy sour-

ces to 41 countries in the last few
months. We're playing catch-up on
strategic reserves and battery stora-

Pacom) to Pacom shows a clear stra-
tegic intent to dilute its interest in
theregion. It will be India’s responsi-
bility, along with Japan'sand Austra-
lia’s, to keep the Quad going, even
with a disinterested US in the room.
‘There is a sound logic to the Quad,
notwithstanding Trump.

share. The former will be hard to bu-
ild back in the sectors that matter.

backfoot, gi\'en its current difficulti-
eswiththe U

book of Fate/ All but the page
prescrib'd, their present state.”
the

‘Trouble is, many in India believe In the ]ast year; Indi: ti-
thatoncethey Fableor led. Yes, there have b known moment you breathe in
Mythos, it's a happily-ever-after sto- ~ problems, many due to our own short- isfarbetter than being ignorant
ry.Itisn’t. India has failed comings. of the nextunknown moment.

se that while Al is a tech,
and energy tool, it's foremost a geo-

The writer is CEO. Ananta Centre

Butat thesame time, it's impera-
tive to understand that ignoran-
ceof all things is not desirable.

Dear Tech Taxers, Profits Follow IP

Poonam Khaira Sidhu
I

Microsoft'sfirst public country-by-
country reporting (ChCR) tax
report, as mandated by an EUdirec-
tive in 2021, offersstriking insights
into international taxation. It shows.
how the economic geography of a
global tech company can differ
shal plv fromof itsmarkets.

ctive requires large MNCs
to dlsclose where they report reve-
nue, profits, employees and taxes.

test lawsto rogv..m nlike
Authorities} daga-
mst dummy schools that allow students to
bypassregularsck But the industry keeps ex-

panding because regulation has focused on coaching centres,
rather than incentives driving students towards them. The
next phase of reform mustaddress those structural incentives.

bCRsex-
changed under OECD BEPS Action
13 framework, these disclosures are
public. The numbers are striking.
For July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025, Mi-
crosoft identifies the US asjurisdic-
tionof its ultimate parent, while the
report is published by Microsoft

Ireland Operations. Italso notes that

Maki tsmor and
pattern-based prepax -ation is an important start. Equally cri-
ticalisst ionsothatclassrooms, not
coaching institutes, become primary sites of learning. Elimi-
nating the dummy-school ecosystem is a must. Without add-
ressing these systemic issues, a regulatory framework risks
ingyetanother i ioned intervention thatleav-
es coaching culture pretty much unchanged.

JUST IN JEST

J How the view of anardent
anti-Sele¢do cop was coloured

Mysterious Case of a
Brazil Jersey in BDesh

employees.

» Germany reportsabout $11.69bn
of revenue, $661 mn of profit before
tax,and 3,471employees.

P France records $6.67 bn of reve-
nue, $487 mnof profit, and 2,568
employees.

» Luxembourg, withonly 34
employees, reports $198.9 mn of
revenue, $283.36 mn of profit before
tax, $7.14mn of tax paid, and $9.25
mnof current taxacerued —an
effective taxrate of barely 3%,

This isnota courtroom brief
against Ireland. It may legitimately
host substantiallegal, operational,
licensing, procurement, finance, IP
and distribution functions. Yet, the
repm t J.I.lusuates abroader reality:

I'sirresistible

formation public, allowing legisla-

reports roughly $3.4 bn of revenue,
and only about $148 mn of profit.
The comparison captures why
public CbCR matters: India has the
market, [reland hosts the [P, Profits
largely follow the )attel

afewthingsora
selective ignorance will helpus
sleep sans worries. Thisisalso
knownas prudent ignorance
when you cautiously and cons-
ciously remain ignorant of
thingsand phenomena that
mightupset yourapple cart.

; ifl.co OF
1 BLISSTECH

India’s digital
red on equalisation levy, significant
‘economic presence, withholding tax,
royalty characterisation and perma-
nentestablishment. These tools
address symptoms. Public ChCR

Putting Legs
Up to Work

be spread across the world, but
profits are often booked inamuch
smaller number of jurisdictions.
For India, this is more thana
European curiosity. Despite being
one of the world'slargest digital
mirkets global digital profits are

tors, investors and civil society to addresses visibility It prompts the There’sadelightful surge of

assess whether pr align  right why

with revenues, employees: andtaxes. concentrated in particular jurisdic- ‘moment you settle your legs
That matters, because tax trzms tions? Whn OWNS OF manages theP? uponatable to work. It isn't

‘parency can nolonger i

amatter located? How much profit challenge against the ortho-

taxauthorities, Disconnect between  remains in market jurisdictions? doxy of posmm

market profitrecogni-  Greater transparency benefits ‘Thebody, reclined:

tionis pnzc)sely what the inter- both tax authorities and taxpayers. shaclded.. finds: arhythm lhe
national istryingto AsIndia res,

addrvss. Negotiati way cloudi Al infrastructure

ona UN Framework Convention on
International Tax Cooperation to
give market jurisdictions a stronger
voice in shaping global tax rules,

and high-end tech jobs, it should
alsodemand greater tax trans-
parency. Incentives should reward
real economicactivity, public pro-
hould recognise tax

taxed largely where contracts, Microsoft India’s FY25 financial:
IP risks and key entrepreneurial illustrate the issue. Its largest ex-
functionsarelocated. PublicCbCR  pense was royalty payments of
enot pmpared under exposes the gap between market ﬂo).'ucx *uveﬂo 6% of operating
meaning d profitr i ities.

tax-reporting instrr

public CbCR and tax-authority
ChCRare notdirectly comparable.
» Ireland dominates the European
picture. Microsoft reportsaround

v
India already receives confidential
CbCR information under I'T Act
1961, pursuant to OECD BEPS Ac-
tion13, whlchlequjres lary geMNCs

Indm mcorde ?28 755cr of revenue,
but retained only 21.245 cr of profit,
about 4.3%, withmuch of therema-
mder nowingabroad asroyaltiesto

$196 bn of revenue there,
$47.08 bn of profit before tax, $5.58
bnof I-T paid ona cash basis, $6.65
bnof current tax accrued, and 6,654

toreport

income, taxes and economic: acuvnty
totaxauthorities. The EUmodel
goes further by making key in-

’l'he contrast wnh Ireland isstark.
Compared to its revenue and profit
‘before tax mentioned above, India

transparency, and ChCR should be
used asarisk-assessment tool —not

abluntaudit trigger:

Mmrosuﬂ s EU filing is, ultimately a surprisingease.
map of moder Itshows a
that in the digital economy, profits retreat from performance.

aremobile, legal structures matter;
and market jurisdictions must work

Nolonger is one ‘at work’;
one issimply working, The

When Does a Country Reform?

Aditya Sinha
I

pol;ce sub-inspector shared the photo of an arrested drug
dealer with the media earlier this week. This being World
Cupseason, thearrested was wearing an Argentina jersey
when the customary police photo was taken. SI Tanzil Ah-
‘med, it was later rewnled, used an Aluuagepromptto —

wait for this—replace th 's bl - Jersey
with Brazil'ssi vellowonet S
getojournalists. Er, but why?

thleit‘sshnundearwhyhedldn,evenaﬂerAhmsdwasw

u.lau\m, we'd

here. Could itbe that dislikes Brazil
licly paraded via i 'in Brazilcolours? Ttis

1l beyond sports that with theintensi-
tyof one’sdislik i team

or a political party — ontweighs one's fondness for another:
For SI Ahmed, shaming Brazil by having a suspected drug de-
aleradorna ‘Canarinho’ (Little Canary) did the trick for him.
One may think that because he’s an Argentina fan, seeinga
hadd]awmrLaA]hmeleste(W]uteandSkyBlue)ledhimm
‘swap'ji ryontopof thi of *anti-
fan i i infan.

Aser of reform must
explain three things:

© Why bad policies persist.

© Why reform isresisted even when
persistence is costly.

© What tips a country from one eq-
uilibrium toanotherat a particular
moment.

This framework comes from three
papers published in the early 1990s.
In‘Why Are Stabilisations Delay-
ed? Alberto Alesinaand Allan
Drazenshow thatacountry onan
unsustainable path can postpone
reform. The obstacle is notdis-
agreement over whetheraction is
necessary, but conflict over who
should bear itscosts.

Each organised group holds out,
hopingarival will concede first. The
deadlock ends only when, for one
pivotal group, cost of waitinganot-
her day exceeds the cost of giving in.
Thisisawar of attrition.

Beneath it lies a subtler trap. In

‘Resistance to Reform: Status Quo

that areform amajority would
supportafter it's brought in, can be
rejected beforeit's implemented if
individuals can’t know inadvance

opensontoa wall. This is why no
single factor issufficient, crisisleast
of all. In‘Do Crises Induce Reform?*
Allan Drazen and Wx].lmm Easterly

whether they will aswin-
nersorlosers. Reforms that )dennty

their beneficiaries, and credibly
compensate their losers, travel
further than those that promise
aggregatc gains.

usually dissolves the deadlock

isi crmsfa policy failure made too

tested the hyp: in
150 countries. They found that high
inflation and black-market premia
areoften followed by reform, but
large fiscal deficits, current account
gaps and negative growth are not,
Crisis is neither necessary nor
sufficient. It works only when it

toignore. India
‘moved without one. So, acuuntry

BiasintheF
Specific Uncertainty’, Raquel
Fernandezand Dani Rodrik showed

raises the vi fast-moving cost
of inaction beyond onegroup's

harder tosee the full picture. humof thelaptop, scratchof
apen papers
Thewriter is former ipal DG of il W more
pe r(mlmmmm:mm New Delhi naturally when the body isat
ease. Ideasarrive unhurried,
i they
are welcome,
There isalsoa paradoxical
dignity in this posture. It
'mocks corporate-approved
ergonomicswith its endless
chairsand lumbar supports,
raised the price of Indian inertia, by proving that true comfort
and thelogjam broke. isimprovised. The table
‘Which sharpens the worry. There becomes not just a stirface
isnow an interim tariff under- fortasks buta pedestal for
standing with the US, crude prices repose. And in that repose
have eased, and the West Asian lies clarity: the paradox that
ceasefire largely holds. The one relaxation sharpens thought.

force that has most reliably driven
Indian reform —crisis —isrece-
dingonevery front.

Drazen and Easterly found that the
appetite for reform fades as pressu-
rethat produced it subsides. Re-
forms yet to be attempted are the
hardest ones, with losses concentra-
ted inland and labour, and many
lyingon state and concurrent lists.

If crisis can't be relied upon, the
alternative is to manufacture commit-
ment. Finn Kydland and Edward
ansmtt shawed thampmnal policy is

free

[ Chat Room ]|

250" Birthday
(Feels Like 80%)
Apropos America’s Birthday or
Trump's? by Seema Sirohi (Jul
2), indemocracies, especially in
theUS, national celebrations now

Agover:

reforms when: concession point.
» Costof status quo Slow crises can
risesrapidly and falls persist indefinitely.
O}I‘l someone with IN CASE OF hze( {.hl‘S framework
the power toact. 'side the present.
P Adecisiveactor EMERGENCY In2025, GST was
expects to be better compressed to2
off after reform than rates,anew I-T Act
from further delay. wasi K
¥ Uncertainty over labour codes were
winnersand losers revived,anda
islow enough—or sweeping deregula-
compensation tiondrive gathered
credible enough — pace. None respon-
that fear of losing ded toa domestic
nolongerblocks crisis. They ans-
change. wered external
» Political horizons pressure—US
arelongenoughto tariffs that briefly
realise gains that reached 50%,a war
reformalmost premium on erude,
always back-loads. and global search

y oneof formanufacturing
these conditions alternatives to
and the window Andifthere’snoemergency?  China. The world

change i oW cannot

blur with person-
al puhucal branding. A paracle

The
solution is to tie its own hands.

India’s most durable reforms have
done exactly that: the 4% inflation
target written into the RBI Act in
2016; IBC of the same year, whlch pul
liquidation beyond

costing over ing
like aleader’s birthday invites
fair scrutiny regardless of coun-
try. Democracies function best
when public funds for civic oc-
Laswns remain vnslhlysepamle
rom i litical theatre.

promoter’s reach; and GST| Coum il
under Amcle 279A, thrmlgh which

Congresslonal oversight bodies
exist prec:selv for: such mome-

states pooll gnty nts. Gen rarely
that none could defect: alonc Thc needs elaborate stage manage-
deepest reform isnota policy butan ment, and history usually rem-
institution thatvemoves the dis- embers restraint more kindly
cretiontoreverse it. than spectacle.
Prajesh Paramasivan
The writer Tamil Nadu
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Fallen on hard times

Al pressure is mounting on Indian I'T

‘The past few months have been bearish for the Indian stock market in general and
for the information-technology (IT) industry in particular. In the first half of 2026,
while the benchmark BSE Sensex lost about 10 per cent, the IT index declined over
30 percent, underperforming i Thedowntrend had started
before the crisis in West Asia, which raised geopolitical risksand intensified bearish
sentiment. There are several reasons for the slump in the IT sector, which has been
agrowth driver and employment creator for many vears. The Indian IT services
industry is facing several issues. Only one of them is the macroeconomic uncer-
tainty stemming from geopolitical tensions, which hasled to increased caution over
discretionary spending on the part of clients, according to some large IT firms.

Thebigger reason for the downturn isthe realignment of investor expectations
around the IT ecosystem. India’s IT sector is built around the provision of cost-
effective services — the segment most likely to be heavily impacted by the advent
of artificial intelligence (AI) and the associated migration of work to Cloud.
Another contributory factor is the increasing popularity of the global capability
centre (GCC) model, where multinational corporations (MNCs) opt to develop IT
competencies in-house.

Thei ion of Al ssmany [Tservi
and Al coding is beginning to replace a large number of coders who worked in
India’s firms. This has led to structural changes. Arguably, the impact of Al on the
workforce has been visible in data since late 2024-25 (FY25). That is when “fresher
headcounts” at IT companies started dropping. That trend of reduced hiring con-
tinued through FY26 and is expected to continue into FY27 and beyond. Moreover,
in a tight global market with high competition between IT service providers, any
efficiency gains arising from Al induction is being passed on to clients. As a result,
margins are also under pressure. are, do their esti-
mates of gains in earnings, at least in the near term.

Thereisjustified hype around new Al models, which has cut both the time taken
towrite codes and alsodemonstrated the ability todetect bugs with unprecedented
speed and precision. This has led to the concern that Al adoption will continue to
have deflationary effects for some time, resulting in downgraded earnings expec-
tations and lower valuation multiples for IT companies that are not at the cutting
edge of AL Indian companies are widely seen as playing catchup in this area. The
consensus is that growth is likely to remain structurally weak across the services
space until AT adoption moves into its next phase, which may be expansionary.
Eventually the more nimble among IT services providers should be able to carve
out new roles supervising Al.

Mostindustryinsic that ATwill ually offer both productivity gains
and market expansion. Butthe gains will come withalagand until then, valuations
may remain low. Current advisories suggest continuing caution about discretionary
spendingonthe part of clients. In the absence of revenue growth, margins arelikely
to remain under pressure, and a weaker rupee would provide only partial relief. As
such, consensus expectations about the first half of FY27 are muted. Over the
medium term, a lotwill depend on how the Alworld evolves and how Indian com-
panies adapt and innovate.

. . .
-
Il‘l‘lpl oving mcentives
Delhis EV policy needed more efficiency

Delhi’supdated electric-vehicle (EV2) policy, effective July 1, is an exercise in good
intention marred by impractical policy design. The policy rightly seeks to stay
ahead of the curve of winter pollution, which public-health crisi hyear,
anobjective thatisalsovisible in planned restrictions on vehicle mo during
peak pollution months. The target is to achieve 30 per cent electrification of the
state’s total vehicle fleet by 2030 (under EV1, the state achieved 15 per cent EV pen-
etration). Tothisend, only EV th: and light cc ial vehicles willbe
registered in the state from January 1, 2027; from April 1,2028, only electric two-
wheelers will be registered. School buses will have to convert at least 10 per cent of
their fleet to EVs within two years of the notification and 30 per cent by 2030. To
incentivise this conversion, the stateis offering 100 per cent waiver on road taxand
registration fees — though for passenger cars this will be valid only for vehicles
priced upto¥30 lakh. Two-and th: and light vehicles will
receive purchase subsidies for three years, and there are scrapping incentives for
vehicles below Bharat IV emission norms.

The plan is being seen as a blueprint for other states. By offering subsidies, the
state government has sought to balance the coercive nature of the policy in enfor-
cing the shift from vehicles running on internal combustion engines (ICEs) to EVs.
However, instead of forcing the shift and stopping the registration of ICE vehicles,
which could create problems for many, the government should have incentivised
EVs to bridge the difference in costs and let consumers decide. In terms of oper-
ational issues, it will be important to ensure that citizens, especially two-wheeler
owners, are not made to run from pillar to post to access incentives. Further, it will
beachallenge to establish the required public chargingstations. These are vital for
two-wheeler owners since passenger-car owners, who are relatively affluent, can
afford private facilities. The policy mandates the installation of 30,000 charging
pointsby March 31,2030. Considering the city has about 2,000 operational charging
stations, this target could be a tough ask. Battery-swapping stations, too, will need
exponential expansion from the current 232.

Questions could also arise on the outcomes of this policy. Charging points
powered by thermal power defeats the purpose. Demand for charging pcmts will
add togrid inth and add
The past few weeks have seen power cuts and load-shedding in Delhi. Things could
worsen in the absence of proper planning. Focusing on solar-powered charging
points would leaven the impact of higher coal-powered electricity generation.
Besides, Delhisits at the hub of the National Capital Region (NCR), which includes
urban centres of Haryanaand Uttar Pradesh. Thousands of ICE vehicles from these
areas and beyond enter the city every day and account for significant additions to
Delhi’stransport emission. A policy synchronised with these hubs would have con-
stituted a more realistic approach to curbing emission. Finally, farm fires still play
astarringrole in winter pollution. Curbing these, too, calls for a coordinated multi-
state approach and is an equally critical component of the holistic pollution-miti-
gation strategy the NCR needs. It includes a well-meant EV policy as one of the

many pieces of the puzzle.

Renewing the cooperative promise

UCBs need to combine their cooperative values with

contemporary capabilities

Formany smal.ldeposxtors sal'uyeamen borrowers

ietiesand local an

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

enouglL Even when cooperative in character, a bank

urban cooperative bank (UCB)is notjustanother bank.
It is often the first or most practical point of access to
formal finance. When such institutions are well-gov-
erned, and

prepared, their cooperative character becomes a
strength that supports financial well-being.

This is the context in which Mission SAKSHAM,
the Reserve Bank of India’s sector-wide capacity-
building initiative for UCBs, recently launched by the
Governor, assumes importance. Over the next 24
months, it seeks to deliver nationwide training pro-
grammes reaching over 140,000 partici-
pants from UCBs [hmugh in-personand
online modules in more than a dozen
Indian in English.

‘The training modules are customised
for different target groups — board

i i doffi

and employees in charge of assurance
i i ing risk
compliance and internal audit, IT sys-

of public deposits. AUCB may be
small in systemic terms, but for an individual deposi-
tor, itmay hold alifetime’s savings. Therefore, cooper-
ative character must be matched by sound
governance, prudent lending, effective controls, and
strong customer protection.

‘When vulnerabilities weigh in: The strengths of
the cooperative banking model, such as member
ownership and democratic processes, are intended
notonly to prowde a pamcnpauve governance model
but:

In practice, governance can weaken when con-

trol repeatedly rests with a few indi-
viduals or when boards become
involved in d

sought to translate that framework into building
stronger institutions.
Amendments to the Banking Regulation Acl
h dthe Reserve Bank’s powersin

d audit, capi-
tal raising and reconsuucuon These changes were
necessary nance inabank

ultimately affect depositors, members, and cus-
tomers and can erode confidence in the cooperative
banking system.

The regulatory approach has also become more
proportionate. The UCB sector is highly diverse, with
many small institutions operating in limited geo-
graphies and a smaller number of larger UCBs
accounting for a significant share of the sector’s busi-
ness. A one-size-fits-all framework would neither be
fair nor effective. The four-tier regulatory framework

theReserve Bank teroge-
neity and seeks to balance the spirit of mutuality in
smaller banks with the growth ambitions and com-
plexity of larger UCBs.

Recent measures have provided calibrated busi-
ness flexibility, including l.[l areas such as priority
sectorlending, ion, housing finance,
small-value lending and unsecured lending, while
retaining prudential caps and enhanced disclosure
requirements. The message is that UCBs should be
enabled to serve their natural customer base better,
butwithina that preser itor pro-
tection, ial

Looking ahead: Modernisation also requires
shared capacity. Many smaller UCBs may not individ-
ually have the scale to invest in technology, cyberse-
curity, risk systems, treasury capacity or

rather than oversight. Thls can affect
decisions on credit, staffing, recovery,
and internal controls.

Similarly, local anchoring and rela-
tionship-based finance help UCBs
understand borrowers better but can
alsolead to excessive familiarity. Lend-

tems, and cybersecurity. BANKING & ing may be influenced by connections;
“Saksham” means capable or com- BEYOND exposures may arise to persons con-
petent. The name captures the direction nected with those in control; and

in which UCBs must move, preservmg

SWAMINATHAN |}

recovery’ effons may become soft where

their
ing better governed, better capltallsed bener trained
and better equipped for a digital financial ecosystem.
The cooperative promise: UCBs occupy a dis-
tinctive place in India’s financial architecture. Their
share in the overall banking system may be modest,

11 locally.
‘Weak controls can also create space for fraud and
operational irregularities.

Limited scale and professional capacity present
another challenge. Many UCBs may not have the
resources to amact specialised talent, invest

but their si; cannot be only by
market share. They operate at the intersection of
formal finance and local economies, often bridging
gaps that larger institutions may not fully address.
Theirvaluelies in the segments they serve, the finan-
cial relationships they support, and the cooperative
characler they represent. In the rapidly evolvmg

auditand com-

pliance, or bulld modern risk management systems.

This can make it difficult to keep pace with contem-
porary banking expectations.

Strengthening the foundations: The recent

reform approach bas therefore, been to preserve and

training. The Reserve Bank has facxllm(ed
the i of the umbrella for
UCBs, butitis now for the sector to come forward and
wholeheartedly support it so that it can achieve its
intended role in creatmg shared capabﬂmes suppor«
ting providing pro-
moting standard-setting.

The recent discussion paper on licensing of new
UCBs also reflects the Reserve Bank’s calibrated
approach in thatdirection. The objective is to exam-
ine whether well-governed, well-capitalised and
professionally run institutions can be helped to grow
further responsibly.

Renewing the promise: The future of UCBs lies
inhelping the sector grow with adequate safeguards
and scrutiny. Well-run UCBs should be enabled to
modernise and grow, while weaker institutions must
be helped to improve or consolidate in an orderly
manner. Boards must focus on oversight, assurance
functions must be independent, and technology
must be upgraded. India needs grassroots-level
institutions that remain close to the people they
serve. UCBs, therefore, need to become stronger
banks that retain their cooperative orientation while

itsvul-

ishowtheir
promise can be renewed for contemporary bankmg
Cooperative identity,

the government have strengthened the regulatory

Cooperative orientation, however, by itself is not

while the Reserve Bank’s regulatory,
supervisory and capacity-building measures have

meetingt is of safe, modern and account-
able financial intermediation.

The author is Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of
India. The views are personal

The great data game

The Donald Trump s decision in Janu-

ary to settle the lel‘ok dispute, reversing a position
backed by both the United States Congress and the
Supreme Court, exposed the paradox of data sover-
elguty m the Al age Although ByteDance reduced its

land ican

ity and personal information protection
datalocalisa-

isaccelerating and the time toactis now.
[nd:a. arvuably the world's largest generator of data,

tion, while the National Law provides
sta[e accessto data. The Digital Silk Road hasextended
ital infrastr

uons Cloud semces and smart cities, which has gen-

with American technology
platforms. ’l‘he Reserve Bank of India’s 2018 data local-
xsauon dlrecuve for payment systems and plans to
ry sdaer-

users’ data was moved to Oracle’s Cloud i

erated that. ies now

it retained control of TikTok’s recommendation algo-
rithm that determines what Amencans see, how long

, and how their

Y
The compromise changed where the
'

data resided, but not who extracted its

It
it becomes to reclaim digital sovereignty

find difficult toreverse.
Unlike China, the US has built its data advantage
through market-driven innovation. American firms
dominate Cloud computing, operating
systems, and social media through which
much of the world’s digital activity flows.
The strategic effect, however, is similar:

ing connected to the global digital economy The DPDP
Act, 2023, adopxs acahbrated appmach balancing pri-

vacy, ight and data flows.
l.nd:asmostongml conmbuuomsmenata Empower-
‘ment and Protection Architecture/Account tor
(Depa) framework. Unhke the conventmnal platl'orm
model, wh

once foreign platforms are deeply ? Control over the infrastructure on which  value generated from user data, Depa embles individ-
embedded inanation’s society. 9 global data reside. The CLOUD Act uals to securely share their data to access financial or
The TikTok episode offers a glimpse requires American technology firms to  otherbenefits. Silicon Valley created platforms that mon-
into a much larger global contest for provide data under their control, regard- ~ etised data, Europe strengthened rights over data, and
data, one whose consequences may less of where it is physically stored, to China built state-led data ecosysterms. India has pion-
prove as significant as any military dgenuca This eeredamodel theirdata.
rivalry of our time. Nations that can har- OFF THE GRID that data ignty dep- Beyond 7 Indiacould
ness vast datasets will gain a decisive AJAY KUMAR endsnotsimplyon: resides,but  adoptafive-pillarstrategy for i er-
advantage in developing artificial intel- oonwho controls the platforms. eignty. It should pursue intelligence sovereignty by
ligence (AI) systems that shape econ- Long-term reliance on foreign digital building indigenous Al models and compute capabil-
omies and societies. Butt dfarbeyond infrastruct create ic and national security  ities, recognising that in the Al era, control over intelli-
AL A foreigni with - nsks leading countries to pursue (.llfferem data sover- - gence matters as much as control over data. It should
lation-scale behavioural data can identify social fault V Russia classil ,‘ derarisk i
lines and behavioural vulnerabilities, making social The {Union ights-] frame- with The Depa should be
i ing attacks far tive. work initiati igi expanded beyond financel mto sectors like heath and
Theglobal data istinct tiers. The eignty.Canadaand An:r%‘ ic ity Indi
first is the US- Chma duopoly. The second compnses legislation loruﬁ . defence loud, Al ityand
middle and healt} Tk i Finally, itcould lobal i
strategies while reducing their on the wil Acril inter- to forge trusted mtemauonal pa_r[nersh]ps for da(a
duopoly Other countri devel 1digital flows, Al -agir
forso natives. Four lessons emerge. First, data ignty is its dxglal publici
Over the past decade, China hastransformed data now geopolitical, not merely regulatory. Second The contest for data has only justbegun. Those who
into a strategic asset. It recognised data as the fifth once foreign dlgltal platfonm become deeply merely; itwill those
factor of productioninaddition toland, labour, capital diffi- wh itwill theirown.

andtechnology, established the National Data Admin-
istration and allowed certain categories of data to be
recognised as assets on corporate balance sheets. Its

cult. Third, data localisation alone is insufficient;
control over the algorithms that extract intelligence
from data matters just as much. Finally, the contest

£

The author is Chairman, UPSC, and former Defence
Secretary. The views are personal

Blurred vision document for Viksit Bharat

ogy beingan evolving field, and

hold great promise for sustain-

that any competitive edge ableagriculture. Further, uti-
should be considered awork- lising Farmer Producer
in-progressis well-founded. Organisationsas a conduit to
BOOK her father, a polyglot capable of quoting isticlevel. The content list suggests com- research, and medical device manufac- There isabetterbalance world markets, while simulta-
REVIEW Kautilyaand Tagore in the same breath. and the following turing bothy and advan- TV ilities, oppor- neously delivering higher
He was also a peace activist and specla] paragraphs arebased on theauthor’s tageous. The claimed reach of 500 tunities, and delivery prepared- incomes to farmers, offers
envoy for Tibet’s liberation, si; hopes for area.The million people for Ayushman Bharat ness concerning technology. advantages atboth ends.

i New land nment prospect of defe needs tobe viewed in the light of how Theauthor’sargument that Chapter 10 attempts a
inthe1970s. E and 047, with continu- many people are actually aware of the accepting the lowest cost, if it synthesis of sorts of how
shapes the author’s belief and hope fora ousuf ing Al advanced an access it resultsinimports, incurs c things would be by 2047. It
resurgent Bharat by 2047. security, and robotics, appears feasible. Theauthor by2047, opy i Th icDNAof  Packsintoomany things

V KUMARASWAMY ThebooK’s clarity occasionally suffers However, the asemon that tl:us will India’s model of i i well: D desof  Bharat and ends up being sketchy.
fromthe author’soverreach. Considerthis ~ compelnei dlgtal innovation, and moral multi-sector by Monica Sood Frequent references to news
MonicaSood’s The Economic DNA of passage: “Sustaining economic momen- chaseIndian prod d seek India’ ittothecentreofglobalgov-  withintheeconomythatcan  pypished by items and statistics pres-
Bharat is not an evaluative study, astra- tum requires continued investment in in capacity seemsto ernance, i eat on the Security morethan compensate forcost  Simon & Schuster ented in prose within the
tegic blueprint oran action plan. human capital, particularly in finance, contradict realities, glven that India itself Council and an increased vote share in dxffexenuals by preferring 26 pages 499 analysis are distracting and
Instead, as the title suggests, it narrates technology, and, governance. Thisalso may be perceived asa primary threat by the International Monetary Fund and domesti which should have been avoided.
various operational government initiat- calls for ionofartifi- th i Vhil ing defence World Bank. The hsred tools need: in, The book would benefit
ives. While it briefly outlines th f ciali: t in into intocivil- these Juuuu: acci Yoga, Agriculture, unexpectedly, has from improved content and copy
numerous programmesand plans, it alongsic it ial, it must not com- rhmug,h UPLand embraced technology most extensively editing. These improvements would
lacks detailed rationale for theirimple- institutionssuch asthe RBI, which play a ity objectives. maritime infls ia trade and opti whether Lluough mechan- have better held the reader’s attention.
mentation or how they would achieve vitalrolein suppoﬂ.mg India’s financial ‘The author’s hope of mainstreaming and i While i ised equi oranalytics ~ Overall, the book will serve those seek-

ates existing

their objectives. The book neither evalu- investor confi- Ayurveda is likely to encounter resis- potent, it remains doubtful whetherany like AL The book provides ample illustra- inga primer to familiarise themselves
nor analyses dence, i yptoinves- tance from entrenched commercial ofth&se will overcome competition and tionsof i its prowess, processes and bene- with various government plans and
their potential for delivery. In essence, it tors.” Whil appears interests. Nevertheless, India interest: fits. If India cannot programmes.
reads like a political party’s election reeping, it di the of yxm.ng market share intra- The chapterson technology and. agn~ onlyensureitsown food securitybutalso v
with each pr p cause-effect relationships, or th I ditional evenlow-costallo- notably better d ignil I Therevieweri of Making
ented alongside hopes and aspirations. essence of the various constructs pathic options. The author'’s mo! d Carbon-positive agri-systems, water sov- Growth Happen inIndia, Atlantic
The author’s inspiration: bothat: larand ahol- for integrating telemedicine, genomics sequence, The technol- ereignty,anda -waste bio-economy Publishers
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The many SIR
controversies

Exclusion from the electoral roll should not, by
itself, be grounds to deny welfare support

he Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise
can’t seem to shake off controversies in West
Bengal, even after the new government has
taken over. The state’s move to deny welfare
benefits to people whose names were deleted from the
rolls has generated significant public debate. The SIR
exercise, conducted by the Election Commission of
India (ECI), is intended to update electoral rolls by
identifying duplicate, deceased, or otherwise ineligible
voters. Before and after the polls, the Trinamool
Congress and other members of the INDIA bloc of
Opposition parties, claimed that the exercise was
aimed at fixing the date. HT's own data anal
showed that the numbers do not support these
allegations, but by extending the outcome of this
exercise to determine eligibility for welfare schemes —
and by denying a high-profile former editor a new
passport on the grounds that his name was dropped
from the rolls— Bengal may have opened a new front.

Ina bid to reduce fraud and pilferage, the state
government has proposed using SIR data to identify
beneficiaries who may no longer be eligible for certain
welfare schemes. In a functional social democracy,
welfare benefits should reach only genuine
contenders, and integrating verified databases can
strengthen administrative accountability. However,
there is a divergence in what electoral registration and
welfare delivery databases seek to accomplish.
Exclusion from an electoral roll should not
automatically imply that a person is nota resident or
otherwise ineligible for benefits (a position that the
Supreme Court has also reiterated). The “margin of
error” that the Court acknowledged as a necessary evil
of large-scale electoral revision exercises can become a
life-and-death issue for the marginalised. From a
constitutional perspective, the linking of welfare
schemes — initiated on the principles of equality,
social justice, and the right to life under Articles 14 and
21—with SIR raises questions. Such an approach may
disproportionately affect migrants and even e!derly
residents or those b ing to marginali:

C ities lacking dc y ewdence.

To be sure, welfare benefits should only be available
to citizens, but SIR has a limited purpose and cannot,
by law, be used to decide who's a citizen and who is
not; the state is free to use exclusion from SIR as a
basis and follow due procedure under the Citizenship
Actto label someone a non-citizen, and deny them
benefits, but the key term here is “due procedure”.

A wash-out on urban
flood prevention

he monsoon arrived late this year, moved across
Tlndia ataglacial pace, and is expected to be

underwhelming in terms of rain (according to
the weather office). Mumbai's flooding with the first
rains —and if it's Mumbai today, it will be Bengaluru
tomorrow and Delhi the day after — may therefore
appear to bea paradox. If itisn't, it is because the lack
of preparedness in the country’s cities and towns, and
the changing nature of precipitation (uneven, with
heavy showers interspersed with extended dry spells)
have made this a monsoon leitmotif. Wednesday's
scenes of waterlogging and disrupted road and
suburban rail traffic in India’s commercial capital
were therefore only to be expected.

The root causes, across cities, are always the same:
permeable surfaces disappearing under asphalt and
concrete, encroached wetlands, outdated drainage
infrastructure, and poor maintenance. Year after year,
the authorities fail to act to mitigate flooding risks and
attendant harm. The Bombay High Court's direction to
the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation on
Wednesday, to ensure open manholes don't put lives
atrisk during the monsoon, is a fresh illustration of
how unprepared India’s cities are in dealing with the
most basic of things. Open manholes?

Experts routinely point to urban local bodies as the
weakest link on implementation of prevention
measures — the bodies remain underfunded and very
often lack the capacity despite having a wide mandate.
Whatever little can be executed, is lost to a lack of
institutionalised accountability. Effective early
warning systems and accurate hyperlocal forecasts
would help, butare often not available. The result:
Cities don't get adequate warning, and their creaking
infrastructure is quickly overwhelmed by a heavy
shower (or two). With weather extremes becoming an
annual feature, the need is to pre-empt the risks and
ensure civic bodies have the resources and oversight to
take necessary measures — in time and at scale.

India must ride the next Al
wave, not chase pastones

The next revolution will
come from smaller
models, specialised
models, reasoning
systems, neurosymbolic
Al edge Al agentic
workflows, and systems
that can verify their own
output instead of
producing fluent
nonsense

ile India debates
— duly impas-
sioned by China’s
recent Al strides—
spending billions
on building its own
foundation model, a company that has
already spent billions on the world's
most famous Al laboratory is now
looking at using Chinese models.
That company is Microsoft and its
CEOQ, Satya Nadella, has said that the
world cannot allow a handful of Al
glants to eat the economy. Microsoft
has invested billions in OpenAl, helped
turn ChatGPT intoa household name,
and made Al the centre of its future.
Yet, he recently told the Wall Street
Journal that he is considering using
technology from DeepSeek, the Chi-
nese Al company that shocked Silicon
Valley by showing that powerful mod-
els could be built and run far more
cheaply than anyone believed. Indeed,
China’s Zai recently revealed capacity
that rivals Anthropic’s frontier models

in terms of cybersecurity implications.
Nadella’s intuitiveness should sober
up India's Al chest-thumpers.
If Microsoft, with all its money,
cloud i engineers, enter-

delivers much less.

LLMs have had their miracle phase,
They stunned the world by writing
essays, generating code, summanslxlg

and speak-

prise customers, and inside access to
OpenAl is preparing to use cheaper
Chinese models, why should India
spend billions trying to build a giant
model of its own?

Microsoft has seen the future, and it
does not look like billion-dollar models
with trillion-dollar egos. It looks like
cheap, interchangeable intelligence
running inside platforms that
own the data, security, work-
flows, compliance, pricing,
and customer relationship,
“The model builders may have
the glamour; the platform
owners will collect the rent.

Sam Altman and his kin
have been insisting thatonly a
few chosen labs can build
the models that matter, and that thzy
therefore, deserve more chips, more
data centres, more electricity, more
capital, and less interference to steer
humanity through the AT future.
Nadella is puncturing that myth. He is
saying customers must have choice,
companies should be able to use many
models, including cheaper ones, and
Al should not be controlled by a
handful of companies doing all the
learning for the world.

He s right. Large language models
(LLMs) are also nearing the top of their
exponential S-curve, the pattern every
exponential technology follows as it
moves from slow early progress
to ion and then

Vivek
Wadhwa

inglike humans, but making them big-
ger is not making them wiser. They
still hallucinate, make basic reasoning
errors, invent facts, fail to understand
truth, causality, ethics. or consequen-
ces, and burn astonishing amounts of
hardware, electricity, and capital to
produce answers that often sound
authoritative butare simply wrong.
‘This does notmean Al has
stopped

‘Without Indian data, Indian Al will be foreign Al wearing Indian clothes. It

needs datasets drawn from India, and grounded in Indian realities.

India to spend billions chasing the fad-
ing curve of giant LLMs just as this
party is coming toan end.

None of this means India should
depend on foreign Al; that would be

tially. It means this particular
S-curve is flattening and the
nextoneis beginning, which
is precisely why India must
not waste its energy chasing
yesterday's news.

The next revolution will
come from smaller models,
specxahscd models, reasoning systems,
neurosymbollc Al edge Al agentic

If Indian hospitals, minis-
tries, courts, universities, and compa-
nies pour their data into foreign APIs,
India will become a digital colony
again. The model may speak Hindi or
Tamil, but the value, data, and control
will sit elsewhere.

India needs small models that run
on phones, hospital machines, school
networks, local servers, and edge devi-
ces; models cheap enough for govern-

wor and can verify
their put instead of |

ment nough for

fluent nonsense. The trillion-dollar
opportunities will bein the platforms
on which these applications run:
Trusted data layers, model-routing sys-
tems, Al clouds, workﬂnw mgmes

primary

It also needs a secure national AT
cloud and a marketplace that routes
each task to the right model: Cheap
miodels for routine work, powerful ones
for complex work, Indian models for

security
tools, and domain- speclﬁL applications
that make intelligence useful in hospi-
tals, schools, courts, farms, factories,
banks, and government offices.

This is where India has natural
strengths: Software, systems integra-
tion, frugal engineering, digital

to the painful plateau where each
incremental gain costs vastly more and

publici and theability to
solve messy real-world problems at
national scale. It would be stupid for

open models where
possible, and foreign models only when
data and security rules are clear,

All of this must rest on domestic
data platforms. Without Indian data,
Indian Al will be foreign Al wearing
Indian clothes. It needs datasets drawn
from India's languages, dialects, hospi-
tals, farms, courts, schools, and gov-
ernment systems, and grounded in
Indian realities, It must embed India's

REUTERS.

values, history, philosophical tradi-
tions, scientific achievements, social
complexity, and civilisational memory,
because Al that does not understand
India will eventually distort India.

The obsession with size is Silicon
Valley's disease; India’s genius has
always been doing more with less,

The governmentshould build rails,
not monuments. UPI succeeded
because it created open infrastructure:
on which others could innovate. Indi-
aAl should do the same — provide
compute, datasets, benchmarks, evalu-
ation tools, procurement pathways,
safety testing, and open interfaces,
then let startups, ITTs, hospitals, uni-
versities, and state governments build.

India's IT giants need to wake up or
become toast. Al will surely erode the
old labour-arbitrage model and deci-
mate their billing hours. But it also
gives them the chance to become the
world’s Al transformation partners
because they know enterprise systems,
waorkflows, and implementation better
than almost anyone. If they wake up
and move fast, they can help every
company rewire itself for the Al age
and lead India — and themselves —
onto the next S-curve.

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vionix Bioscien-
ces, The views expressed are personal

Don’t allow Israel to
‘pinkwash’ genocide

efficacy of soft power, watch what Israel
is doing. Acutely aware that it is being
isolated on the global stage despite its
military might, Israel is desperately trying

I fyou are a sceptic when it comes to the  vid

to tidy up its image.

Interestingly, the movement to secure
the rights of LGBTQ people is being
instrumentalised to cover up its mass

killing of Palestinians.

Israel is actively positioning itself as the
only LGBTQ-friendly country in West Asia.
It hosts delegations of LGBTQ activists from
around the world, and this happened again
at the recent Tel Aviv Pride. With its credi-
bility on the decline, Israel is banking on

activists to boost its status.

Literature festivals in India are no longer
ecstatic about partnering with the Embassy
of Israel, either because of ideological soli-

darity with Palestine or because
they fear being cancelled by writ-
ers who support the Palestinian
Campaign for the Academic and
Cultural Boycott of Israel.

With the shrinking space for
Israel to have its official voice
heard in India’s cultural sector, it
needs new allies. India's LGBTQ
community presents itself as casy
prey to pounce upon.

Indian activists must refuse to

be co-opted as ambassadors for Brand
Israel, a marketing campaign to promote
the country as a tourist destination and safe

haven for LGBTQ travellers.

While it is true that homosexuality is
legal in Israel, the government subsidises
gender-affirming care for transgender
people, and that LGBTQ Israclis can serve in
the Israel Defence Forces, let us not pretend
that homophobia is absent. In Israel,
marriage is regulated by Jewish religious
law, which does not give its blessing to

same-sex unions.

Couples wanting legal recognition are
required to get married overseas, It is not
uncommon to get married in Canada,
Europe and the US. Other couples stay
back in Israel but have their wedding
officiated in the American state of Utah via

Modi

<

Such
legally recognised in Israel.

they do assure couples of legal
and property rights.

a low Palestinians.

Another option is to go to Cyprus, which
is close to Israel, but Cyprus recognises civil
unions and not same-sex marriages. Due to
the influence of the church on Cypriot law,
marriage is a sacrament and possible only
between one man and one woman. While
civil unions do not guarantee respectability,

Itis equally important to understand how
Israel exploits LGBTQ people. In 2020, Sa’ed
Atshan, a queer Christian, who grew up in
Palestine and now lives in the US, lifted the
veil of silence with his book Queer Palestine
and the Empire of Critique. During my inter-
view with him, he spoke about Israel's
“homonationalism”, which involves recruit-
ing queer Palestinians as collaborators and

informers to deceive and harm fel-

The existence of homophobia in
Palestinian society is an issue
that needs to be addressed hon-
estly, but it should no( never be

are

protections

tion seeks to address immediate privacy con-

NARENDRA MODI

The economies of India and Japan are  (J
complementary... there is similarity in

our thinking and approach... Aboveall,
the foundation of our relations rests
on unbreakable mutual trust

The data questions the
Meta-CRED deal raises

eta’s $900-million investment in
Indian fintech platform, CRED,
comes with animportant assurance:

Meta will not gain access to CRED
users’ financial data merely because it has
acquired a minority (20%) stake. That clarifica-

ing algorithms and integrating insights across
products and services.

Meta's history of regulatory misadventures
show why this broader conversation deserves
ancnti?n, l;‘rom the 2018 Cambridge Analytica

Chintan ~ usedasa
Girish ise and kill Palestmmns.
A country that is genuinely com-

is a cowardly move.

Palestinian minds and bodies.
lives are not expendable.
We cannot afford to overlook

crimes against humanity.

should
responsi

Audre Lorde.

live single-issue lives.”

exposed Israel's pinkwashing.

constitute genocide.

goes for Israel and Netanyahu.

mitted to the well-being of LGBTQ
people would never threaten
1o “out” some of the most vulnera-
ble people in the world to their family. This

When LGBTQ rights activists choose
to visit Israel during Pride events, it is
worrying because they participate in erasing
the violence that is perpetrated on

the International Criminal Court has issued
arrest warrants for Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and former defence minis-
ter Yoav Gallant, accused of war crimes and

Indian activists who argue that LGBTQ
people, who are already marginalised,
t be burdened with the moral
lity to speak up for Palestinians
too, ought to recall American poet-activist
In her Black History
Month talk at Harvard University in 1982,
Lorde said, “There is no such thing as a
single-issue struggle because we do not

Since Israel actively mutes criticism of its
policies by Palestinian and pro-
voices, labelling such criticism as anti-Se-
mitic, it is worth mentioning that there is a
worldwide movement called No Pride in
Genocide, and that queer Jewish intellectu-
als and activists such as Judith Butler, Sarah
Schulman and Benjamin Moser have also

Israel might be progressive in some
respects but United Nations Special
Rapporteur Francesca Albanese’s reports
clearly note that Israel’s actions in Gaza

One is reminded of Lady Macbeth, one of
William Shakespeare's most haunting crea-
tions, saying, “All the perfumes of Arabia
will not sweeten this little hand.” The same

in India’s Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, Yet the episode raises a larger
public policy question. If the law can regulate
the transfer of personal data, is it equally
equipped to govern the concentration of eco-
nomic power builtaround financial data, digital
ecosystems and artificial intelligence?

India’s digital payments i
rightly been celebrated as a public policy suc-
cess. Through the Unified Payments Interface

the European L

R
fine in 2023 to the Competition Commission of
India’s 3213.14 crore penalty in 2024 over
‘WhatsApp's privacy policy and data-sharing
practices, the company has repeatedly faced
scrutiny over privacy and competition. These
precedents do notimply any impropriety in the
CRED investment. They do. however. reinforce
the need for governance frameworks that
anticipate systemic risks rather than respond

has

only after vi cur.
This is where India’s regulatory debate must
evolve, anacy law alone cannot resolve ques-

Palestinian

the fact that

nvndmu

(UPI), the country built
infrastructure that prevented platform domi-
nance from translating into payments
dominance. WhatsApp Pay’s limited
success despite its massive user base
illustrates that open public infrastruc-
ture can preserve competition.
Financial data occupies a unique
position in the digital economy
because it captures not what people
say or search, but how they earn,
spend, borrow and repay. Hence, our

Tarun

Kumar

Nor canit:

address the convergence of data, competition

and algorithmic power. As fintech

platforms expand into lending, insur-

ith management and Al-ena-

bled financial services, governance

challenges will increasingly arise from

the inferences and market power gen-

erated around data rather than from
unlawful data transfers themselves,

The next phase of reform should

f R oo

financial transaction records reveal

repay-

nation rather than legislative expan-

sion alone. The'Dnvla Protection Board, the Com-

l\ggregaxed over mﬂﬂonso[ users, they become

pcﬁtion (€

fIndia, the Bar

Palestinian

astrategic
credit decisions, product design, fraud detection
and increasingly, Al models,
mDPDPAcheadmmmeDlgimlPﬂsonal
Data Protection Rules, 2025,

capableof informing

financial

dala ecosystems, Gmler transparency inalgo-

data por-

tability, independent audits of high-risk Als sys-
¥ , e

important

pur-

ties of data fiduciaries. These safeguards are

sc

in data-rich sectors woluld complement, rather

than mimicking the DPDP framework.
Indla s dlglta] public infrastructure has

However, the law i
1ally designed to regulate the lifecycle of per-

i ..u.man)?nlanm

‘Those concerns lie at the intersection of privacy,
competition, and digital governance.

This distinction matters. A platform
‘may comply fully with the DPDP [mmework
Users may provide valid consent. N
sharing of personal information may occur. Yet
firms can shll denvv.' significant competitive

sonal data. Itis notintended ‘must now guide

questions of market Meta-CRED is nol evidence Lhal
poweror i intel- =

i arises from dal Lsonlyonepanofamudlhlgﬁ

pri

ance challenge. As financial data increasingly
becomes a source of economic and strategic
power, the real policy challenge is not just who
possesses personal data but also who controls
l the financial

built upon it. India's

next chapter in digital governance will be
defined by how well it answers that question.

Interestingly, th

rights of LGBTQ people s being
instrumentalised to cover up its mass
killing of Palestinians.

AFP

Chintan Girish Modi is a writer and literary critic
with a background in peacebuilding. The views
expressed are personal

genmtcd thmugh lawfully processed data.
Economic power today increasingly stems not
merely from possessing personal data, but
from analysing it, generating inferences, train-

Tarun Kumar isa public policy
researcher associated with the School of

Public Policy and Governance, TISS Hyderabad.

The views expressed are persorial
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

TRUMP’S SC DEFEAT ON
BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP,
TARIFFS BEAR ON INDIANS

HE US Supreme Court's landmark verdict striking down

President Donald Trump's Executive Order ending

automatic birthright citizenship was as remarkable as

its quashing, in February, of his tariff regime that

roiled the global economy for close to a year. By doing
so, a majority of the justices voted against whimsicality in
governance. Trump had sought to snatch away a 150-year-old
constitutional protection of citizenship by birth, arguing
that the children of undocumented immigrants and tempo-
rary visitors were outside the ambit of the 14th Amendment.
Interestingly, a couple of conservative judges—Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh—went with the
majority in the split verdict. Justice Kavanaugh, however,
suggested that Trump could yet pull off the move if he chose
the route of a constitutional amendment. But that would
require approval by two-thirds of both Houses of Congress
and ratification by three-fourths of the US states, which is
next to impossible in the fractured American polity.

Trump was so invested in ending birthright citizenship
that he took a front-row seat in the Supreme Court for a day
in April during oral arguments challenging his diktat.
Following the adverse verdict, he is said to have turned to
Plan B: denying visas to pregnant women. Back-of-the-enve-
lope calculations by researchers put the number of babies
born to foreign visitors at 20,000-26,000 a year. Contrast that
with the 3.6 million babies born in the US in 2025, and the
noise over ‘birth tourism’ appears needless. Busting birth
tourism rackets is a legitimate focus of governance; what
is not is a blanket ban on birthright citizenship.

The judgement brought back the debate on who is an Ameri-
can and, hopefully, restored policy certainty in human mobil-
ity. The Indian diaspora heaved a sigh of relief, as lakhs of
them live, study and work in the US on various visas. A large
number has also been waiting for employment-based green
cards because of country-wise caps on permanent residency.

The Supreme Court’s earlier decision on tariffs was also
consequential for India. While Trump raged about not
returning the estimated $166 billion his administration
collected at the border, $22 billion in repayments were
processed in May. Not surprisingly, India is wary of being
bullied into an uneven trade deal.

BE WARY OF A SEISMIC
DOUBLET IN HIMALAYA

HE twin earthquakes that struck Venezuela on June
24—which have so far claimed almost 2,300 lives, with thou-
sands of others still unaccounted for amid the rubble—
have led to unfounded concerns about violent seismic
events becoming globally more common. The worries are
based on a series of seismic events taking place over the past
few months from Afghanistan to the Pacific Rim. Although seis-
mologists have debunked the dot-joining efforts, the Venezuelan
catastrophe has yielded more serious worries about twin earth-
quakes—doublets, which involve two strong quakes of similar
intensities striking the same region in quick succession,
compounding death and destruction. In the South American
nation, the two tremors were separated by a mere 39 seconds.

Doublets are rare, but five of them have been recorded over
the last seven decades—in New Zealand's Taranaki region in
March 1960; in California in November 1987, when two quakes
occurred in a farming region about half aday apart; in Pakistan
in February 1997, when two strong quakes struck Balochistan
just 19 seconds apart; in Iran in August 2012, when the East
Azerbaijan province was rocked twice within minutes; and in
Turkey and Syria in February 2023, when quakes of magnitudes
7.8 and 7.5 struck nine hours apart. Seismologists say doublets
defy Bath’s law, which follows Swedish seismologist Markus
Bath'’s 1965 observation that the largest aftershock is typically
about 1.2 magnitudes smaller than the main one.

India needs to be wary about doublets as seismologists con-
sider the Himalayan range one of the world’s most seismically
volatile regions. The boundary where the Indian tectonic plate
grinds against the Eurasian plate creates immense stress
in the Earth’s crust. This pressure props up the Himalayas
and causes numerous faultlines, where a rupture in one fault
can quickly trigger another in a connected fault, contributing
to a devastating doublet in this fragile ecosystem.

The possible impact of such a doublet cannot be ignored,
considering that over40 percent of India’s population lives in the
Upper Indo-Gangetic Plain—the food bowl of the country—and
the Northeast region, both vulnerable to severe seismic events.
To begin, we need to understand the operating procedures that
would kick inif such a tragedy strikes. As Venezuela isreminding
us, the first steps following a doublet are the most critical ones.

- § QUICK TAKE |
CRECHE CONCERNS

HE alleged abuse of toddlers at an information technology
company’s créche in Bengaluru presents a deeply
troubling picture. The details put out by local child
protection officials point to the assigned caregivers’ lack of
training at a minimum, and lack of empathy at worst. That
this happened on the campus of a large multinational in one

ETWEEN March 1967 and Feb-
ruary 1968, around 438 legisla-
tors changed their party alle-
giances, a figure that dwarfed
the nearly 542 cases recorded
across the interregnum be-
tween 1952 and 1967. It was after
this spectacle of government-making by
legislative mercenaryism that the Lok
Sabha, on December 8, 1967, passed a
unanimous resolution calling for a high-
level committee to examine the problem
of floor-crossing in all its dimensions.
The committee recommended that
a defector be debarred from ministerial
office, speakership, or any remunerative
public post for a period of one year, or
until re-elected. It was not until the 52nd
Amendment (1985) that Parliament final-
ly incorporated an anti-defection law into
the Constitution’s Tenth Schedule.
However, after that, individual
defections metastasised into wholesale
engineered splits. The one-third thresh-
old for splits under paragraph 3 became
alicence for mass desertion, a technique
by which a legislative group could hive
off, topple a government and install itself
in power without any consequence.
1y, the 91st A d
(2003) deleted paragraph 3. However,
it left paragraph 4 untouched, under
which a member is not disqualified in
case of merger of his political party and
ratification of the merger by two-thirds
of the legislature party. Effectively, the
threshold was raised from one-third
to two-thirds, moving the legitimised
defection from a wholesale purchase to
amega-mall legislator shopping spree.
The disqualification attaches at the
moment the act of defection (defined in
paragraph 2), that is, voluntarily giving
up membership of a political party or
defiance of the whip. The Tenth Sched-
ule provides, though five exceptions, spe-
cific defences that a member may raise
to repel the charge: prior permission;
condonation; merger of the original
political party under paragraph 4; right
to function as a separate group where a
merger has occurred but one has not
accepted it; and provisions relating to
presiding officers under paragraph 5.
The framers of our Constitution
designed a legislature of representatives
who would articulate the predilections
and priorities of their territorial constit-
uencies. The Tenth Schedule has effectu-
ally converted these representatives into
virtual hostages of a whip-driven tyran-
ny. Lawmaking, far from being a consulta-
tive, transparent process, has degenerat-
ed into a bureaucratic function in which

LDITORIAL
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Given that the Tenth Schedule is unable to stop large-scale
floor crossings, it is time for a new law. Democracy must be
protected while preserving party discipline and space for dissent

NEED NEW GUARDS
AGAINST WEAPONS
OF MASS DEFECTION

MANISH TEWARI

the individual member’s vote is merely a
pre-programmed unit. One problem, then,
is a party absolutism that has hollowed
out constituency imperatives, common
sense and conscience of the legislature.
The other problem is that anti-defection
law operates upon a grotesque misreading
of law. Entire blocs of legislators are being
carted across the aisle under the protec-
tive umbrella of the merger provision.
Paragraph 4 has become a weapon of
mass defection. It protects a defector from
disqualification where his “original po-
litical party merges with another political
party” and some members of that original
party either have become members of the
post-merger entity, or have not accepted
the merger and function as a separate
group. For the purposes of this defence,
the merger of original political party
“shall be deemed to have taken place if,
and only if, not less than two-thirds of the

MP. lawyer, farmer Union |&B minister
and author of A World Adrift

i3

SOURAY ROY

members of the legislature party con-
cerned have agreed to such merger”.
Certain legal principles must be consid-
ered while interpreting paragraph 4. First,
it is settled law that under the Tenth Sched-
ule, the Speaker does not possess independ-
ent power to decide that a split or merger
has taken place in a pr ing divorced

Nothing in this world can be hidden or
suppressed. All such attemptsare like | o
l holding an umbrella to conceal the sun | Narayan

creates a deeming fiction. Neither does it
enact a formula for the merger of politi-
cal parties, nor does it vest the legislature
party with the power to effect a merger.
Third, the Supreme Court, in Subhash
Desai(2023), stated that the Tenth Schedule
would become unworkable if the term
“political party’ is read as ‘legislature party’.
A clear demarcation is made between the
two for a merger under paragraph 4.
To conflate the terms would be contrary to
the plain language of the Tenth Schedule.
‘What follows is that a defence of merger
is available only where a merger has in fact
occurred, and that approval by two-thirds
of the legislature party is a condition
subsequent for that defence to succeed.
Neither the factum of merger nor a resolu-
tion passed by two-thirds of the legislature
party; absent a merger, can ipso facto save
a defector from disqualification.
1n 2010, 2021, and again in 2025, [ intro-
duced private member Bills in the Lok
Sabha seeking to amend the Tenth Sched-
ule. The 2025 bill proposes that a defector
would cease to be a member of the House
immediately and automatically. The scope
of defection is proposed to be confined to
voluntarily giving up the membership of
the political party to which the legislator
belongs, or defying a whip (only in
respect of four matters: motions of confi-
dence and no-confidence, adjournment
motions, financial business and money
Bills). The member so ceasing could,
within 15 days, prefer a restoration peti-
tion before the presiding officer to justify
the impugned act that is proposed to be
mandatorily disposed of within 60 days.
In light of the grotesque emasculation
of democracy on display, the time has
come for Parliament to pass a single-line
anti-defection law that any member who
voluntarily gives up membership of a
political party to which he belongs, or
who defies the whip (in matters listed
above) should forthwith cease to be a
member of the House. The member may
prefer a restoration petition before an
i dent tribunal (for Parliament, a

from a disqualification reference. He can-
not suo motu convene a proceeding to cer-
tify a merger and thereby grant a blanket
amnesty to defectors. Claim of a merger is
a defence to a charge of defection that is
open for respondents to plead; and only in
that context, the Speaker adjudicates
whether twin conditions of paragraph 4
are satisfied, separately and cumulatively.

Second, a resolution by two-thirds of a
legislature party cannot be treated to
constitute a merger of parties. It is only
as arule of evidence within a di ifi-

tribunal headed by a sitting judge of the
Supreme Court; for a state legislature,
one headed by a sitting judge of the state
high court) justifying the impugned act,
and that tribunal must dispose of the
matter within 90 days.

This would restore the primary bond
between the legislator and the electorate
while preserving the minimum party
discipline and maintaining an ample
space for honest dissent.

(Views are personal)
i il.com)

cation defence that paragraph 4(2,
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THE WEIGHT OF DEVOTEES’ TRUST

IKE crores of Hindus, [ grew
up listening to stories during
Harikatha performances from
the Ramayana and revering
Lord Ram as the embodiment
of righteousness, duty and
moral courage. In later years,
1 read the great poet Kuvempu’s itera-
tion of the epic.

For many Indians, Ram transcends
theology—he is part of our cultural
inheritance, much as Christmas is
observed across the world even by many
who have never opened a Bible.

It is precisely because of that endur-
ing reverence that recent reports of al-
leged financial irregularities involving
donations to the Ayodhya Ram temple
have prompted an uncomfortable ques-
tion. As the scandal is growing, what is
both a paradox and a cause for concern
is that charges are being levelled by
saffron associates of the BJP and
the heads of various Hindu orders.

Is the Ayodhya temple merely anoth-
er place of worship, or does it occupy
a unique place in India’s contempo-
rary public life? This is not a question
about faith. Faith belongs to the realm
of personal conscience. Nor is it a
question about the legal dispute over
Ayodhya, which has been settled
through constitutional processes. The
question is one of accountability:

Unlike most ancient temples that
evolved gradually through centuries of
patronage, pilgrimage and local devo-
tion, the Ayodhya temple emerged from
one of the most consequential political
movements in independent India. Its
journey from a disputed site to a grand
national shrine was shaped not only by
religious beliefs but also by political
mobilisation, public campaigns, court
proceedings, governmental action and
intense national debate. Whether one
applauds or criticises that journey, its
political character is impossible to ig-
nore. And it is precisely that character
which imposes a special responsibility.

When political leaders and public insti-
tutions become closely identified with a
religious project, they assume obligations

X ing beyond ordinary administra-

of the most organised industrial sectors nds the
worries. The training required for looking after children
aged below six broadens the questions about how such
caregivers were chosen and their work audited, especially
when complaints of abuse had reportedly been aired. As the
recently-promulgated labour codes regarding social security
and working conditions reiterate, daycare centres are
extremely crucial for parents—especially women—to be able
to join the workforce. We owe them extra-special attention.

tion. Every rupee donated by a devotee
represents trust. Every administrative de-
cision acquires public significance. Every
allegation of wrongdoing raises questions
not only about the individuals involved,
but also about the systems to safeguard
public faith. This explains why reports of
financial impropriety at Ayodhya attract

L

GRGOPINATH

For decades, lakhs of people contrib-
uted to the Ayodhya movement not mere-
ly with money but with emotion, sacri-
fice and conviction. Some donated modest
sums collected in villages; others trav-
elled long distances to participate in
pilgrimages and public gatherings.
The temple, therefore, carries an accu-
mulated moral investment that extends
far beyond its account books. When
questions arise about the handling of do-
nations, what is placed at risk is not only
financial credibility but also a reservoir
of public trust built over generations.

Distinction must always be
maintained between the sacred
and those entrusted with
administering the sacred. Lord
e Ram requires no defence from
mere mortals. But institutions
created in his name require
honest stewardship. Perfection
in managing institutions may be
impossible, but vigilance isn’t

The issue is not the amount; it's
accountability. Financial irregularities
occur in governments, corporations,
charities and religious institutions.
Temples are no more immune to human
frailty than any other organisation. His-
tory teaches us that wherever money, in-
fluence and prestige accumulate, tempta-
tion follows. The real test lies elsewhere.

Are the mechanisms of oversight
strong enough to detect wrongdoing
promptly? Are investigations conducted
transparently? Are those responsible
held accountable? Can devotees be as-
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During my years in the Indian Army,
Ilearned that institutions are judged not
by the absence of misconduct but by the
quality and speed of their response to it.
Perfection is impossible; vigilance is not.

The Ayodhya temple, therefore,
deserves standards of governance at least
as rigorous as those expected of any ma-
jor public trust in the country. Independ-
ent audits, transparent accounting, clear
lines of responsibility and swift investi-
gation of allegations should not be viewed
asacts of suspicion. They are expressions
of respect for the faith of crores.

Some may regard such scrutiny as an
attack on the temple itself. I see it differ-
ently. A distinction must always be
maintained between the sacred and
those entrusted with administering the
sacred. Lord Ram requires no defence
from mortals. Institutions created in his
name require honest stewardship.

Democracy functions best when
citizens can ask questions without
being branded disloyal and when insti-
tutions can answer those questions
without feeling threatened. Accounta-
bility does not diminish faith. Properly
understood, it protects it.

Amid the magnificence of a grand tem-
ple, the vast resources that have gone into
its construction and the immense public
emotion that sustains it, one cannot help
recalling Rabindranath Tagore’s celebrat-
ed lines: “Open thine eyes and see thy
god is not before thee. He is there where
the tiller is tilling the hard ground.”

The reminder is not a rejection of
worship but a call to humility. The
worth of any religious institution lies
notmerely in the splendour of its struc-
tures but in the values it embodies and
the integrity with which it serves those
who repose their faith in it.

Ultimately, the measure of the
Ayodhya temple’s success will not lie in
the grandeur of its architecture, the
height of its spires or the size of the
crowds and their offerings it attracts. It
willlie in whether the principles invoked
throughout its creation—truth, duty, rec-
titude, transparency and integrity—are
reflected in its daily administration.

That would be the most fitting tribute

MAILBAG

WRITE TO: letters@newindianexpress.com
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Keepers’ composure
Ref: Goalies hold their forts (Jul1).
Outcomes in a penalty shootout is
often decided as much by the mind as
by technical ability. Mental strength is just
asimportant as skill. Resilience, composure
and determination shape every decision in
those defining moments. The keeper,
standing between victory and defeat,
deserves as much recognition as the shooter.
Muhammed Rishan K K, Kozhikode

Tattered trust

Ref: When violence is embedded in the
geography (Jul 2). Treating Manipur's

crisis as a binary between communities has
clearly failed. The abduction and killing of
hostages shows how deep trust deficit runs.
Sustained, geography-sensitive dialogue,
not one-time peace gestures, offers the only
realistic path towards lasting normalcy.

S PSuganya Devi, Coimbatore

Elders’ voice

Ref: Reverse ageism (Jul 2). Voice for

the voiceless is the guiding principle of
governance. Old age is a stage of life,
unlike other stages where familial
ownership of responsibility shifts
dramatically. To care for those who
cannot defend themselves emationally or
physically is the foundation of our culture.

Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur

Celebrating ageing

If one clings to outdated ideas without
renewing oneself in tune with the times,
society relegates that elderly person to

the status of a mere 'scarecrow'~or, as
Yeats described it, “a tattered coat upon a
stick™. 0ld age must be celebrated as, in the
words of Tennyson, the spirit of “to strive,
ta seek, to find and not to yield".
Varadarajan A, Mayiladuthurai

Citizenship rights

Ref: Onus ta prove citizenship (Jul1).
Inacountry that strictly forbids dual
citizenship, holding a valid Indian passport
is, by default, the highest prima facie
evidence of being an Indian. Furthermore,
if the lower bureaucracy arbitrarily
disenfranchise voters based on
unsubstantiated suspicion, it weaponises
State machinery against its own people.
VajidK, Wayanad

Juvenile justice

Ref: Torture at B'luru day care (Jul 2).

The horrendous torture chills my conscience.
Such inhuman caregivers have no place

near any child and must face the strictest
action under the juvenile justice law.

attention far beyond the sums involved. sured that their offerings are protected?  to Lord Ram. (Views are personal) | Vaithianathan Subramanian, Madurai
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Tough

IFFERENCES between gov-

ernment agencies and social
media giants are not new in India.
The latest flash point is related to
the move by messaging app What-
sApp to change the user name fea-
ture. According to the new feature
planned by WhatsApp users can
interact with others without shar-
ing the individual’s phone number.
Now, various government agencies
feel that this feature can endanger
the safety and privacy of users and
the agencies feel that this feature
can endanger the safety and pri-
vacy of users.

Concerned over potential of
spam and impersonation, the Cen-
tre has sent a notice to Meta- par-
ent entity of WhatsApp - asking
it to halt rolling out of this new
username feature. “It is felt that the
feature may materially increase the
incidence of online fraud, phish-

ing, digital arrest scams and im-
personation attacks, by enabling
bad actors to solicit and message
victims,” the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technology
(MeitY) said in the notice sent to
WhatsApp.

Meanwhile WhatsApp in a state-
ment said that its new feature is
built on safeguards and the mes-
saging company has taken steps to
protect against impersonation by
holding highest-profile names —
think public figures, government
entities, celebrities, verified Meta
accounts — which can only be
claimed by their legitimate owners.
‘While the differences between the
government and Meta continues,
it again exposes the possible ill-
effects of social media platforms.

Notably, WhatsApp counts India
as its largest user base with more
than 850 million using the app. It

has become a part of life for many
individuals and organisations. Var-
ious business operations are being
conducted through this messaging
app. In this context, identity has
to be the biggest criterion for data
security purposes. And this data
has to be integrated with the indi-
vidual’s contact number. This SIM-
binding rule of Telecommunica-
tion Department sits at the heart of
data security.

Through this feature, an indi-
vidual’s action can be traced by se-
curity agencies in case of any ‘unto-
ward’ incident. Any change in this
ruleallowing a person to keep ‘user
name’ without integration with the
phone number can lead to cyber-
security issues. Impersonation to
hacking to promoting terrorist ac-
tivities; all can be possible without
the fear of being tracked by secu-
rity agencies.

stance on social media features, need of the hour

India has already seen the men-
ace of social media messaging apps
recently when the NEET question
paper leak was actively orchestrat-
ed in the Telegram channel. Fear-
ing repetition of the same incident,
the government has to halt opera-
tions of Telegram in India for a few
days during the NEET re-exami-
nation period. Now, if the new fea-
ture rule of WhatsApp is allowed
without security checks, then India
can face many more cybersecurity
incidents in the near-term.

Ironically, India doesn't have a
popular messaging app of its own
despite being the largest number
of users in this segment. All the
home-grown messaging apps are
not able to gain popularity. In this
context, India should promote
home-grown messaging platforms
for safety and security of its citi-
zens.

Not long ago, several cyber-ar-
rests kind of fraudulent activities
were reported across the country
with crores of money getting ex-
torted by cyber frauds. Similarly,
phishing activity is on a rise in fi-
nancial transaction space. Against
this backdrop, any messaging plat-
form has to provide full-proof se-
curity 10 its user base,

Moreover, all the nevw features of
any social media platform have to
be in compliance with digital pro-
tection rules of India. WhatsApp
has been integral to many people’s
lives and millions of organisations'
business operations. The impor-
tance of its security can't be over-
stated. Therefore, India has to keep
a keen eye on all new features of
social media platform and take a
strict stance on compliance when-
ever required.

The politics of uncerfainty must end in Amaravati

»

LINGAMANENT RAMESH

position has a vital re-

sponsibility. It must
question the government
where necessary, while also
supporting initiatives that
serve the larger public inter-
est. Unfortunately, the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) has
chosen a different path. After
facing a decisive electoral re-
jection, it continues to target
Amaravati, the capital city
that represents the aspira-
tions of Andhra Pradesh. At
a time when Amaravati is
witnessing renewed momen-
tum, attempts are once again
being made to create uncer-
tainty and stall its progress.

The YSRCP's changing
stand on Amaravati reflects
a striking case of political in-
consistency. Following the bi-
furcation of Andhra Pradesh
in 2014, when Amaravati was
selected as the states capital,
Y § Jagan Mohan Reddy, then
Leader of the Opposition, ex-
tended unequivocal support
to the decision in the As-
sembly. He even argued that
at least 30,000 acres should
be assembled for the capital’s
development.

However, after assuming
office in 2019, the same lead-
ershxp reversed its posmon

IN a democracy, the Op-

Ignoring its earlier commit-
ment and the aspirations of
millions of people, the gov-
ernment introduced the con-
troversial proposal of three
capitals under the banner of
administrative decentralisa-
tion. The result was not de-
centralisation but prolonged
uncertainty that weakened
investor confidence and de-
layed the state’s development.
The biggest victims were the
thousands of farmers who
voluntarily pooled their fer-
tile lands to build the capital.

Instead of honouring their
sacrifice, the previous gov-
ernment subjected them to
years of uncertainty. Peaceful
protests were met with po-
lice action, and even women
farmers faced arrests. A pro-
ject that symbolised the re-
building of Andhra Pradesh
became a victim of political
experimentation.

The people delivered a
clear verdict in the 2024 As-
sembly elections. YSRCP
was reduced to just eleven
seats. Yet, instead of accept-
ing the mandate and mov-
ing forward, sections of its
leadership continue to revive
controversies  surrounding
Amaravati. The latest narra-
tive, popularly referred to as
the “Mavigan” issue, appears
to be another attempt to cre-
ate confusion among farm-
ers, investors and the public,
with the sole objective of de-
laying the capital’s progress.

The NDA coalition gov-
ernment in Andhra Pradesh,
comprising the Jana Sena
Party, the Telugu Desam Par-
ty and the Bharatiya Janata
Party, has therefore aduplfd

'lhe people delivered a clear verdict in the 2024

YSRCP was red|

d to just

eleven seats. Yet, instead of accepting the man-
date and moving forward, sections of its leader-

ship

to revive

ing Amaravati. The latest narrative, popularly
referred to as the “Mavigan” issue, appears to
be another attempt to create confusion among
farmers, investors and the public, with the sole

of d

a long-term approach to en-
sure that such uncertainty
never returns. Learning from
the mistakes of the past, the
coalition has worked to pro-
vide Amaravati with stronger
legal and institutional pro-
tection. The objective is sim-
ple: to ensure that no future
government can arbitrarily
alter the capital’s status or de-
rail its development.

This ework has been

ing the capital's progr

of Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister and Jana Sena
President Pawan Kalyan have
played a key role in securing
long-term policy stability for
Amaravati. Such certainty
is essential for infrastruc-
ture devel investor

support projects backed by
continuity and  credibility.
The renewed engagement of
institutions such as the World
Bank and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank reflects growing

fid i i's fu-

India’s most significant eco-
nomic engines.

Today, the uncertainty that

hadowed A vati is

() LETTERS

Our toddlers deserve better
HAT a devilish act! God gifted tender-hearts chil-
dren between 2 and 3 years age were made to sit
in washing machine (water sprayed into their mouths
with toilet jet spray) and locked in bathrooms ... by five
female caregivers ... as punishment in a day-care-centre
(in the HAL campus of Capgemini) in Bengaluru. This
was to stop the toddlers from crying. Cases against them
have been filed and care taker centre has been temporarily
closed. This is nota permanent solution. How about other
day-care-centres? It is very common for working couples
to leave children in day-care-centres. Usually care givers
areilliterates from poor families with rough and tough na-
ture. Ideally, every care-giver must be well trained . They
should know that children may cry because of injury-pain
and stomachache etc. Hence, it should be made compul-
sory for every child-care centre to have an attached doctor
100 in case of exigencies.
PV P Madhu Nivriti, Secunderabad

Rainwater harvesting, a must

OUR recent report on Hyderabad’s tanker crisis,

with deliveries stretching two to three days even after
‘monsoon onset, exposes how fragile the city’s water se-
curity is. Nearly 12,000 apartment complexes depend on
Water Board tankers, and supply has dropped from 600
tankers daily in peak summer to just 300, even as demand
stays flat. Groundwater hasn't recovered because May-
June rainfall was inadequate, and borewells that limped
along till May have now dried up completely. The Water
Board cannot keep treating tankers as a permanent stop-
gap while ignoring recharge infrastructure. Narrow roads
limiting tanker trips in several localities only worsen the

gradually giving way to op-
timism. With the Union and

State G

ture and in Andhra Pradesh’s
development trajectory.
Amaravati is not merely an
administrative capital. It is
envisioned as a global knowl-
edge and economic hub that
will drive employment, in-
novation and investment for

decades.
World-class  educational
institutions, technology

parks, healthcare facilities
and modern infrastructure
will together transform it
into a major growth centre
for southern India. Equally
important is the coalition
government’s commitment
to the farmers who made
Amaravati possible.

Their rights, rehabilitation
and promised benefits re-
main central to the rebuild-
ing process. The government
is working to ensure timely
allocation of returnable plots,
completion of infrastructure
and fulfilment of every com-
mitment made to land con-
tributors.

For Andhra Pradesh’s
Members of Parliament, this
strengthened legal frame-
work also provides greater

confidence and sustained
economic growth. Legal and
policy slalnluy are critical

achieved through sustained
coordination between the
state and the Union Govern-
ment. The continuous efforts

for attracting
both domestic and interna-
tional investment.

Financial institutions are

nalumlly more wnlhng o

fid while securing
support from the Union
Government for infrastruc-
ture, rail connectivity, na-
tional highways and other
strategic investments. Am-
aravati now has the opportu-
nity to evolve beyond a state
s.apual and emerge as one of

together, Andhra Pradesh
has once again embarked on

the path of reconstruction

and development. The dem-

ocratic will of the people has
reaffirmed that progress can- -
not be held hostage to politi-

cal expediency.
At this crucial moment,

1 appeal to the people of :
Andhra Pradesh, particularly *
the residents of the capital

region, to remain vigilant
against campaigns that seek

to obstruct this historic pro-
ject through misinformation !
and manufactured contro- |

versies. The lessons of the

past five years are clear. Pol-

icy instability carries enor-
mous economic and social

costs, while consistency and

vision create lasting prosper-
ity.

Amaravati represents

far more than government |

buildings. Tt
the aspirations,

symbolises

sion is a collective responsi-

bility. By rising above parti- -
san politics and remaining :

committed to long-term

development, we can ensure -
that Amaravati becomes the :

thriving capital envisioned
by its people and a powerful
driver of India’s growth story.

(The writer is Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha),

Jana Sena Party) -

working -

resilience |
and self-respect of Andhra ©
Pradesh. Protecting that vi- |

%’\\.

Marrapt Sree N, H

NDIA'S National Education Poli-

cy (NEP) 2020 has placed cross-
cultural education at the heart of
school reform, weaving together
multilingualism, indigenous knowl-
edge, and global quzenshlp The
aim is to turn tradi

THE CROSS CULTURAL CLASSROOM

NEP's quiet bid to reshape Indian schooling

At

academic life, leaving them without
a sense of belonging. When schools
fail to reflect Jocal socio-cultural
practices, parents and community
members may also feel excluded,
weakening their involvement and
trust in the education system. A cul-
ture of cross-cultural education, by
contrast, improves student partici-
pation, eases stress, and strengthens
academic performance.

India is known for its unity in di-
versity. It is a Jand of many ethnici-
ties living together in harmony and
peace, with rich cultures, traditions,
values, and beliefs. This shared so-
cial and emotional fabric, rooted
in moral empowerment, motivates
people to become productive citi-
zens who pursue both their per-
sonal goals and the nation’s broader

into inclusive spaces that celebrate
India’s diverse heritage while pre-
paring students to thrive in an in-
terconnected world.

At its core, multicultural educa-
tion is a reform that respects diverse
traditions and builds a construc-
tive teaching-and-learning process
through rigorous inputs and posi-
tive insights. Social and cross-cul-
tural interaction in schools gives
students the chance to learn and
practise empathy, critical think-
ing, and communication. It fosters
collaborative learning and breaks
down the barriers of cultural dis-
connect.

Without it, the classroom risks
becoming a place where a student’s
home identity is cut off from their

The issue matters not only from
an Indian standpoint but also as a
global concern. Inclusion is the only
path to the integrated and inclusive
development of every section of so-
ciety, and equal opportunity for all
students is a central goal of multi-
cultural education. The Indian Con-
stitution makes a clear provision for
this: Article 14and Article 21-A (the
Right to Education) guarantee equal
opportunity and promote the inclu-
sive growth of society. Chapter 22
of the NEP 2020 reinforces this by
promoting Indian languages, arts,
and culture, particularly through
points 22.1, 224, 22.10, and 22.11.
A key part of this effort is closing
the auadem:c achievement gap be-
tween tudents and

The issue matters not only from
an Indian standpoint but also
as a global concern. Inclusion is
the only path to the integrated
and Inclusive development
of every section of soclety,
and equal opportunity for all
students Is a central goal of
multicultural education

those from diverse backgrounds.

This calls for a special focus on
integrating cross-cultural education
from childhood. Diverse interaction
promotes deeper learning and cog-
nitive flexibility, nurtures the skills
needed for modern workplaces, and
encourages open-mindedness and
respect for diversity, while helping
young people tackle complex chal-
lenges. To achieve this, schools and
universities should adopt culturally
relevant pedagogy, drawing on local
context and examples to make their
approach more inclusive. They can
also connect digitally to share tra-
ditions and collaborate on projects
that deepen understanding of dif-
ferent cultures and their value.

The NEP further urges schools
to bring in local culture and val-
ues, and to ensure that parents and

community members take part
in school functions and cultural
events. This makes schools more di-
verse and helps create an inclusive
environment that boosts student
self-esteem, improves academic
engagement, and dismantles social
prejudice. It empowers marginal-
ised voices while equipping every
learner with the cross-cultural skills
demanded by an increasingly inter-
connected world.

Around the globe, educational
institutions are recognising the im-
portance of international learning
programmes, student exchange ini-
tiatives, and cross-border collabora-
tions as ways to foster intercultural
understanding and prepare students
for meaningful careers.

Cross-cultural  collaboration in
education does come with chal-
lenges. Language barriers, cultural
misunderstandings, and logistical
issues can hamper communication
and limit the benefits of such pro-
grammes. In India, the main obsta-
cles include vast linguistic diversity
that complicates uniform curricu-
lum delivery, deeply ingrained so-
cio-cultural prejudice, rigid and ex-
am-oriented teaching, and a severe
shortage of teacher training in in-
clusive practices, which is the back-
bone of cross-cultural education at
both school and higher levels.

These barriers can be overcome.
Language and communication gaps
can be addressed through specially
designed programmes, projects,
and digital methods that make
learning more accessible, It is equal-

ly important to identify valuable -

practices from different cultures

and bring them into students’ daily -
lives, supported by peer-led assign-
ments that reduce conflict and mis-

understanding.
Virtual learning solutions can
help students gain cross-cultural

knowledge, broaden their world-
view, and enrich their academic @

performance. Many such pro-

grammes already allow students to |
engage with international peers, of- -
fering rich interaction, learning,and

much of the spontaneity of face-to-
face contact. Here, instituti

have

delay. Hyderabad needs urgent rainwater harvesting en-

forcement and a transparent booking system, so residents

at least know when a tanker will actually arrive.
Nausheen Zannat, Hyderabad

Places of worship attract heisters
PROPOS the editorial ‘Resolve donation issue with
prudence, not rhetoric’ Places of worship, especially
cash-rich ones are favorite hunting ground of heisters,
cutting across faiths. Swindling of donations from the
coffers of Ram Temple is one such. The faithful, whose
sentiments are hurt, must consider this with considerable
spirituality, than emotion. God and deities aren't pleased
neither with huge concrete structures for ‘dwelling places,
nor big money, precious metals and stones for offertories.
However, a crime is crime, irrespective of place of com-
mission, Delinking temples from governmental control,
as envisaged by VHP, confers no immunity to temples
from heist. Misappropriation from cash-rich Churches,
free of governmental control is rampant. Eventually, the
issue calls for, alher lhan action by law, in terms of inves-
tigation and p g the guilty, ¢ ienti and
honesty of those in- chaxge

Dr George Jacob, Kochi
Temple theft case distressing

T is but only after a long lasting battle, the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi case was won and subsequently successful
in building up a temple for Lord Rama. All this matter is
in public domain, In such a situation, it is just atrocious
even to think of siphoning of funds meant for the de-
ity. It seems that the allegedly involved in the scam have
no moral scruples left at all and devoid of compunction
about what the people of the entire nation think of them

for their treacherous act of theft.
Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

Eliminate hurdles in SIR process

'HIS refers to your report on residents facing diffi-

culties during the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise because voter lists and enumeration forms were
available only in Telugu and English. In a country like
India that takes pride in being multilingual, such barri-
ers should not exist. Yet, when it comes to essential pu.blic
services, ibility is looked. doc
ments and forms meant for the pubhc should be avallv
ableinall I especially in a litan city like
Hyderabad. Every citizen should be allowed to participate
in a democracy without unnecessary hurdles. Language
should unite people, not exdude.

Vrindha Dayal, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

Centre orders probe into repeated
Namma Metro failures

BENGALURU: The Commissioner of Metro Railway Safe-
ty (CMRS) has directed the Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) to conduct a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the repeated disruptions in Namma Metro
services and submit a detailed report on the corrective and
preventive measures taken to address the recurring techni-
cal failures.

The directive comes in response to a formal complaint

itted by B

a vital role to play: they must facili-

tate cross-cultural programmes and
provide language training, cultural

orientation sessions, and libraries
stocked with adequate learning re-

sources to ensure a constructive and
positive experience.

The curriculum, too, wdl be
central to this reform. Educ:

b South MP Tejasvi Surya, who
had documented nearly 20 service disruptions in Namma
Metro over the past three years and sought an independent
inquiry into the recurring operational failures.

Following a major technical malfunction on the Purple
Line on June 23, Tejasvi Surya wrote to the Commissioner
of Metro Railway Safety on June 25, urging a detailed inves-
tigation into the incident as well as the pattern of repeated
servnce dlsrupuons aﬂ'edmg commuters.

content must move beyond domi-

nant narratives to include regional |
histories, literature, and the cultural

contributions of marginalised and

tribal communities. Above all, the

curriculum should be multilingual,
experiential, and deeply rooted in
local contexts. Tt must celebrate the
nation’s diversity while cultivat-

ing global understanding, bridging -
Indias immense internal diversity °

with an interconnected world.

( The writer is an Education

Analyst, views are personal not

related to his organisation)

0 the comp Chief C issi of
Raulway Safetv lanuk Kumar Garg instructed the Manag-
ing Director of BMRCL to investigate not only the June 23
incident but also all major operational disruptions reported
over the last three years. The Commissioner has also or-
dered an audit of the metro’s operational and maintenance
systems to assess their efficiency and identify systemic
shortcomings. Sharing the official communication on so-
cial media platform X, Tejasvi Surya tagged BMRCL and
Karnataka’s Minister for Bengaluru Development, Krishna
Byre Gowda, expressing dissatisfaction with the function-
ing of the metro administration and calling for urgent cor-
rective action.

Read more at
hitps://epaper.thehansindia.com
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The state-run OMCs are still recovering cumulative under-
recoverles of around Rs2.18 lakh crore. These companies
also continue to hold fuel inventories purchased when
International crude oil prices were much higher, making an
immediate reduction in retail prices impractical

- Hatdeep Singh Purl, Union Petroleum Minister

Business

LiveRamp's Hyd
office inaugurated

iveRamp, a data

collaboration
company has an-
nounced the launch of
its Hyderabad office as
part of its long-term
investment and growth
strategy in India. The
company plans to cre-
ate over 100 jobs
in the next 12 months
on top of the over 250
employees already
hired. SashiBinani,
MD, said: "Al is fun-
damentally transform-
ing the way brands
connect with consum-
ers, and India is at the
forefront of this”

Maxivision's
CSRactivity

newly opened cen-

tre of Maxivision
Super Speciality Eye
Hospital in Ongole,
handed over traffic
barricades to the local
Traffic Police, as part
of its CSR engagement.
Dr. AAV Ramalinga
Reddy, Sr. Cataract
Surgeon, Dr. Ramal-
inga Reddy Maxivision
Super Speciality Eye
Hospitals, said: “Road
safety requires the
ongoing commitment
of every road user and
community member.
‘We are pleased to hand
over these barricades
to the Ongole Traffic
Police”

IIT-B in pact
with SBI Life

BI Life Insurance, a

private life insurer,
has signed a Memo-
randum of Under-
standing (MoU) with
the Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay to
establish ‘Bharat's AT &
Cyber Innovation Hub
for Insurance’ a joint
research and innova-
tion centre dedicated
to building deep-tech-
nology defences for
the insurance sector.
Abhijit Gulanikar,
President, SBI Life,
said: “The next era
of value creation in
financial services will
be led by organisa-
tions that don't just
consume technology,
but actively build it

Deals from
Sennheiser

Scnnheiscr, an audio
innovation, has
announced exciting
offers on its premium
audio products as part
of Amazon Prime
Day's 10th Edition.
Customers can enjoy
discounts of up to

40 per cent on select
products. Shoppers
can also avail No
Cost EMI options,
along with additional
discounts on select
bank cards, making it
an ideal opportunity
to experience Sen-
nheiser’s renowned
audio performance at
exceptional value.

Indriya expands
product portfolio

ndriya, Aditya

Birla Jewellery, has
unveiled a new line-up
of natural diamonds
featuring the highest
sparkle— with only 1
in 5 natural diamonds
making the cut, thus
setting a new retail
industry milestone.
The brands has also
unveiled SparkleScope,
an in-store technology
that enables customers
to evaluate a dia-
monds sparkle. The
launch is supported
by a new campaign,
‘Sparkle Like No
Other’ featuring Aditi
Rao Hydari.

(@ BIZ BRIEFS |

Easing oil prices, value
buying bolster equities

The rebound in IT shares supported the rally, but profit booking in
the banking and select heavyweight stocks affected the gains

Mumsat

STOCK market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty end-
ed nearly one per cent higher
on Thursdny amid softening
crude oil prices, following
positive developments on the
geopolitical front and buying
in blue-chip IT stocks,

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 57948 points, or
0.75 per cent, to end at
77,502.12. During the day, it
surged 656.29 points, or 0.85
per cent, to 77,578.93.

‘The 50-share NSE Nifty
rallied 169.85 points, or
0.71 per cent, to settle at
24,175.70.From the Sensex
pack, Infosys jumped 5.64
per cent, followed by Tech
Mahindra (4.32 per cent),
Tata Consultancy Services
(4.28 per cent) and HCL Tech
(4.12 per cent). Bajaj Finserv,
Adani Ports, Titan and [CICI
Bank were also among the
major gainers.Larsen & Tou-
bro, Maruti Suzuki India,
Axis Bank and Reliance In-
dustries were among the lag-
gards.Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, dropped 1.45
per cent to $70.53 per barrel.

India and Japan on Thurs-
day unveiled a raft of land-
mark initiatives, including
an  economic partnership
framework and defence pact
to co-develop military hard-
ware, following summit talks
between Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and his Japanese

The major outcomes from

the meeting included a decla-
ration on economic security,
a joint statement for cooper-
ation in the field of artificial
intelligence and a document
to bolster engagement in the
energy supply chain.

“Indian equities extended
their winning streak despite
pressure in global markets,
where technology stocks
dragged overseas indices
lower. Easing energy prices
and fresh India-Japan agree-
ments in strategic areas such
as Al defence technology
and energy security helped
sustain domestic market op-
timism," Ponmudi R, CEO
of Enrich Money, an online
trading and wealth tech firm,
said.

According to Ajit Mishra,
SVP-Research, Religare Bro-
king Ltd, the rebound in IT
shares supported the rally,
but profit booking in the
banking and select heavy-
weight stocks affected the
gains The rebound in the IT
pack further strengthened

sentiment after the sector
witnessed sharp selling in
recent  sessions. However,
profit booking in the banking
pack and select heavyweight
stocks from other sectors
capped the pace of the rally”
Mishra said.The global tech
sell-off intensified as chip
stocks slumped across Asia,
with Korean stocks tum-
bling 8 per cent as Al jitters
triggered a sharp correction,
reviving concerns that the
blistering rally in  artificial
intelligence shares this year
may have gone too far, too
fast, he added.Meanwhile,
passenger vehicle sales in the
country are estimated to have
grown nearly 25 per cent in
June to about 4 lakh units,
led by Maruti Suzuki, Tata
Motors PV and Mahindra
& Mahindra. Among auto
stocks, TVS Motor jumped
3.78 per cent, Tata Motors
climbed 2 per cent, Ashok
Leyland advanced 1.51 per
cent and M&M went up by
1.39 per cent on the BSE.

FPI selling spree
continues, pull out
349,340 crin June

NEW DELHI: Foreign
investors extended their
selling spree in June, with-
drawing Rs 49,340 crore
(USD 5.16 billion) from
Indian equities, triggered
by a combination of early-
month global risk aversion,
a preference for developed
markets, soaring US bond
yields, and stretched
valuations in the domestic
market. With the latest
outflows, total withdrawals
by Foreign Portfolio Inves-
tors (FP1s) from Indian eq-
uities have surged to Rs 2.7
lakh crore so far in 2026,
surpassing the Rs 1.66 lakh
crore pulled out during the
entire calendar year 2025,
according to data from

the Central Depository
Services (India) Ltd.

According to the data,
FPIs remained net sellers
in every month of 2026
except February.

They withdrew Rs
35,962 crore in January
before turning net buyers
in February, investing Rs
22,615 crore, marking the
highest monthly inflow
in 17 months.The trend,
however, reversed sharply
in March, when foreign in-
vestors pulled out a record
Rs 1.17 lakh crore.

S&P backs RBI forex
swap scheme to boost

overseas fund raising
NEW DELHI: The concessional
swap facility provided by the
RBI would lower funding costs
for many government-owned
financial institutions that are
now likely to increase their ex-
temal borrowings, S&P Global
Ratings said on Thursday.

To shore up forelgn capital
inflow, last month, the Reserve
Bank had announced opening
of a concessional forex swap
facility to encourage PSUs

to raise extemal commer-

cial borrowings (ECBs) until
September 30. Under this, RBI
will offer a concessional 1.5
per cent per annum premium
on fixed US dollarindian rupee
swaps for 3-5 years for the
ECBs raised by public sector
companies.

S&P said the swap agreement
eliminates currency risk at
amuch lower cost than the
market. S&P said the new
concessional swap agreement
offered by the Reserve Bank
of India eliminates cumrency
risk ata much lower cost than
the market. This should
benefit funding costs for many
government-owned financial
institutions that are now

likely to increase their extemal
borrowings. In a report titled
‘Indian Government-owned
financial institutions: The

RBI swap effect will Increase
offshore activity', S&P said
government linkages provide
financial flexibility, access

to cheaper funding, and a
mechanism for asset quality
support for these entities.
S&P Global Ratings analyst
Geeta Chugh said incentivis:
ing overseas borrowings by
government-owned financial
institutions draws In foreign ex-
change to bolster reserves and
support the rupee. *... chan
neling this international capital
through institutional lenders
creates a powerful credit
multiplier effect across the
Indian economy,” said Chugh.
Financial servicesis one of
four strategic sectors In India.
As such, government-related
entities (GRES) in the sector
are more likely to benefit from
government support.

Economic momentum
stays firm on strong GDP,
GST and manufacturing

Higher industrial output, record auto sales
and resilient exports reinforce India’s position

as the fastest-growing major economy

New DeLut

THE latest economic indi-
cators released by the Un-
ion government continue to
underline the resilience of
the Indian economy despite
global uncertainties.

Strong GDP growth, ex-
panding manufacturing
and services activity, record
vehicle sales, healthy GST
collections and resilient ex-
ports indicate that domestic
demand and investment re-
main robust.

India’s economy grew by
7.7 per cent in FY 2025-26,
reaffirming its position as
the worlds fastest-growing
major economy.

Growth  gathered  fur-
ther momentum in the final
quarter, with real GDP accel-
erating to 7.8 per cent in Q4
FY26, up from 7 per cent in
the corresponding quarter of
the previous year, driven by
strong performance in man-
ufacturing, services, con-

59.8 in May 2026, record-
ing the strongest expansion
since November 2025,

India’s Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) accelerated
from 4.9 per cent in April to
a five-month high of 5.1 per
cent in May 2026.

The growth was led by
a 55 per cent expansion
in manufacturing and 9.9
per cent growth in electric-
ity and gas supply. On the
demand side, capital goods
output grew by 12.9 per
cent, reflecting sustained
investment momentum and
strengthening industrial
capacity. The governments
capex push has continued
strongly into FY 2026-27.
In Apnl May 2026, capital
diture stood at Rs 2.51

ption an 3

The HSBC India Manufac-
turing PMI stood at 54.2 in
June 2026, remaining above
the 50-point mark for the
37th consecutive month, in-
dicating sustained expansion

lakh crore, compared to Rs
2.21 lakh crore in April-May
2025. That is an increase of
around Rs 29,650 crore in
just the first two months.

In June 2026, Gross GST

in ing act

The survey lughhghls
continued growth in output,
new orders, employment
and purchasing activity, re-
flecting resilient domestic
demand and positive busi-
ness  confidence  despite
global uncertainties.

The HSBC India Services
PMI Business Activity Index
rose from 58.8 in April to

1l rose 13.9 per cent
to around Rs 1.95 lakh crore
in June this year, compared
to Rs 1.71 lakh crore in the
same month last year.

Net direct tax collections
jumped 14.64 per cent to Rs
5.21 lakh crore in the current
fiscal till June 17, aided by
healthy growth in both cor-
porate and non-corporate
tax receipts.

RS Brothers’ annual
Aashadam sale goes live

Hans BusiNEss
HYDERABAD

RS Brothersa Hyderabad-
based retail chain has
launchedits annual shopping
event Aashadam Challenge
KG Sale offering upto 70 per
cent discounts and several
other offers.The shopping
extravaganza is live across
the Telugu states and Maha-
rashtra,

The event will offer discounts
and special offers across
categories in women's wear,
men’ wear and kids' wear.
According to the retail chain:
“Fashion lovers and families
across the region can now
experience a unique shop-
ping experience where pre-
mium sarees and apparel are
measured and sold by weight

in KGs. This special seasonal
event brings an unparalleled
opportunity for shoppers to
upgrade and refresh their
wardrobes with thousands of
varieties and styles to choose
from, ensuring there is some-

thing perfect for every taste |

and occasion with massive
savings”

e manngcmcm.
said:"We are immensely

grateful for the decades of
trust and loyalty our cus-
tomers have placed in the RS
Brothers family, and to honor
that deep connection, this
years Aashadam Challenge

KG Sale is curated to de- |

liver our biggest savings yet,

blending an expansive vari- |

ety of lakhs of fresh designs
with unbeatable price cuts
that celebrate our shoppers”

‘Private credit market
poised for further
growth despite RBI

rule changes’
NEW DELHL: India’ private
credit market has doubled
in size in the past five years
toabout USD 25 billion in
Assets Under Management
(AUM) as of 2025 end, and
will further expand amid
strong financing demand,
Moody’s Ratings said on
Thursday. However, the new
RBI norms which allow
banks to finance acquisitions
will increase competition in
a segment historically domi-
nated by alternative capital.
“While the new rules may
benefit borrowers by lower-
ing costs for financing and
increasing its availability, they
could compress yields and
reduce deal flows for private
credit providers for acquisi-
tion financing,” Moody’s said.

South India Shopping Mall launches kilo sale

Hans BUsINESS

HyDERABAD

arrived stock of garments.Showrooms are
fully stocked with lakhs of stunning designs

SOUTH India Shopping Mall has launched its
15th Blockbuster Aashadam No. 1 Kilo Sale
across both the Telugu states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, as well as Karnataka. An-

and thousands of premium clothing varie-
ties across three dedicated categories to cater
to every family member, style, and occasion.”
The management further added: “True to its
vibrant theme, ‘E Aashadamlo Shopping Kilo-
ifull

Airlines shun ATF price cap as alobal oil prices cool

New DELHI

THE Rs 10,000-crore jet fuel
price stabilisation programme
has failed to take off, with
no airline signing up for the
scheme as a decline in interna-
tional oil prices eroded its ap-
peal, sources said. The Union
Cabinet last month approved
a one-time Rs 10,000-crore
scheme to compensate state-
owned fuel retailers for selling
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
to airlines at capped prices
for upto three years, aiming
to shield carriers from surg-

ing fuel costs triggered by the
West Asia crisis,

The scheme was volun-
tary, and airlines were to sign
agreements with oil market-
ing companies to avail of the
capped price of about Rs 115
per litre. However, no airline
has signed up for the scheme

so far, sources said. This could
possibly be because interna-
tional oil prices started to fall
around mid-June, making the
capped price unattractive.

n July 1, aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices in fact
dropped to Rs 110 per litre
from Rs 115 rate that was an-
nounced on June 9. Under
the voluntary scheme, par-
ticipating airlines were to pay
a fixed free-on-board (FOB)
benchmark price of Rs 86.32
per litre, plus airport charges,
oil company margins and ap-
plicable taxes, resulting in an

China’s securlty reglme raises
red flags for forelgn investors

NEW DELHI: China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has repeat-
edly emphasised at high-level
meetings with world leaders
and corporate heads that his
country is keen to attract for-
eign investments, even though
recent events have brought
into question the safety and
viability of those potential
investments, according to an
article in The Diplomat. It

stated,  lalo! h

harmTannulak

; which b

nouncing the launch, the

“We are deeply grateful to our customers for
fifteen years of incredible trust, and we are
thrilled to celebrate this milestone by bring-
ing you our biggest designs and grandest sav-
ings yetBringing an unparalleled shopping
experience with an extraordinary discount
of upm 66% off on an entirely fresh, newly

promises that you will shop in kilos and take
home happiness in tons, this mega-sale is |
specially curated to be the ultimate shopping
paradise. As South India’s trusted fashion des-
tination and pioneer of the kilo sale concept,

the brand is pullmg out all the stops for its fif-

teenth anniversary.

highlights that world’s top
business leaders that Jinping
has addressed at meetings in
recent months include Elon
Musk of Tesla and SpaceX,
Jensen Huang of Nvidia, Tim
Cook of Apple, Larry Fink of
BlackRock and Kelly Ortberg

of Boeing. Jinping is reported
to have told them that China
“will only open its door wider"
and that “China-US. econom-
ic and trade ties are mutually
beneficial and win-win in na-
ture” However, the article also
points out that China has, over
the past few years, issued new
laws and decrees that impact
the degree to which Chinese
citizens are obligated to act as
informants to the government.

Eifcawely these laws re-
quire ordinary people to act
as eyes and ears of state se-
curity, reporting suspicious
and seditious behaviour, as
well as anything they suspect
could adversely impact the
national security of China. It
is inevitable that these laws
would dampen the enthusi-
asm of foreign companies to
invest in China. Any company
would be reluctant to put their
treasure and trust into a coun-
try that has turned its citizens
- including the employees of
their very own foreign-invest-
ed enterprises — into intelli-
gence assets, under penalty of
law, the article states.

effective selling price of Rs
115 per litre in Delhi, Rs 114.5
in Mumbai and Rs 139 in
Chennai. Airlines that do not
opt for the scheme are to pay
market-linked prices. Sources
said market-linked ATF pric-
es were around Rs 142 per
litre when the scheme was an-
nounced on June 3. However,
prices have since softened fol-
lowing an interim peace deal
between the US and Iran, eas-
ing concerns over potential
supply disruptions through
the Strait of Hormuz, a key
global oil shlppmg route.

Air India cuts fuel
surcharges for North
America, Europe flights

NEW DELHI: Air India has
cut fuel surcharges for flights
to North America, Australia,
Europe, and the UK as oil
prices eased in recent weeks,
according to sources.

‘The airline announced fuel
surcharges on April 7 amid
asurge in oil and jet fuel
prices due to the West Asia
conflict. The higher costs and
airspace curbs had pushed up
operational expenses for the
airline. Fuel surcharge for
North America and Australia
flights have been cut to $200
from $280 per ticket and
that for Europe and the UK
services have been reduced to
$125 from $205, the sources
said on Thursday.

US job growth cools as June hiring falls below expectations

WASHINGTON

US employers pulled back on
hiring last month and added
only 57,000 jobs, less than
half the previous month's
total and a sign companies
still have a cautious eco-
nomic outlook.

‘The Labour Department
said Thursday that the
unemployment rate declined
to a low 4.2 per cent from
4.3 per cent in May, though
the decline mostly occurred
because many peaple out of

work gave up looking and
were 1o longer counted as
unemployed.

The figures suggest
businesses remain wary of
the economy’s health, with
inflation at a three-year high
and consumer confidence
near post-pandemic lows.
The solid job gains that were
initially reported in April
and May were also revised
lower. Hiring in May was
marked down to 1,29,000
from 1,72,000, while April's
job gains are now 1,48,000,

"‘!' 2.4
KA

down from an initial esti-
mate of 1,79,000.
Restaurants, bars, and ho-

D 4

i

tels cut 61,000 jobs, a sharp
disappointment for those
who expected the World

Cup tournament that is
taking place in multiple US
cities would lead to at least
temporary job gains, Retail-
ers also shed 7,500 jobs.
Many businesses may
be wary of hiring as they
navigate the implementation
of artificial intelligence, but
last month professional and
business services, a category
that includes architecture,
engineering, and software
developers — occupations
expected to be vulnerable
to Al — added 36,000 jobs.

Healthcare, the economy’s
most consistent job creator,
added nearly 47,000 posi-
tions. The economy is
growing modestly despite
ongoing challenges. It
expanded ata 2.1 per cent
annual pace in the first three
months of the year, though
some forecasts expect it will
slow in the April-June quar-
ter. But a job market that can
continue to generate at least
some jobs should enable
many consumers, particu-
larly upper-income ones, to

remain resilient and spend
more. Ongoing job gains,
however, suggest that the
Federal Reserve’s key interest
rate, at about 3.6 per cent,
may not be high enough to
restrain the economy and
cool inflation. Fed chair
Kevin Warsh in Portugal
Wednesday reiterated that
he would push inflation back
to the Fed’s 2 per cent target,
though he wouldn't com-
ment on whether the Fed
would raise rates at its next
meeting, in July.
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The Dem drift

ho would have thought that we would look
W back nostalgically to the days when the

anti-Israel “Squad” in the US Congress num-
bered only four lawmakers?

Yet, after the recent primaries in Pennsylvania, New
York, and now Colorado, a squad of “only” four is begin-
ning to look like the good old days.

On Tuesday, voters in Denver - a deep blue city - ousted
15-term mainstream Democrat Diana DeGette in favor
of 29-year-old Melat Kiros, yet another Zohran Mam-
dani-style democratic sodialist.

Kiros, whose family came to Colorado from Ethiopia
when she was a baby, was fired from her law firm in 2023
after publishing a letter arguing that student calls for the
elimination of Israel should not be viewed as antisemi-
tism, and that Oct. 7 should be seen in context, because
over history, the occupied have resisted with violence.

Shealso refused in a televised interview tosay the dead-
ly firebombing attack in Boulder that led to the death of
82-year-old Karen Diamond was an antisemitic attack.

“I don’t know what was in the heart of the perpetra-
tor,” she said.

Never mind that the attacker, Mohamed Sabry Soli-
man, who is serving a life sentence, yelled, “Free Pales-
tine!” as he hurled homemade bombs at a group gath-
ered in support of the hostages in Gaza. Or that he
reportedly told investigators he was driven by a “desire to
kill all Zionist people.”

Kiros’s victory follows victories by two other Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America candidates in New York
congressional primaries, both strongly anti-Israel, as well
as another in Philadelphia’s congressional primary, and
one in the Democratic primary for mayor of Washin;
ton, DC. In these deep-blue locales, winning the primary
is often tantamount to winning the election.

Some Democratic stalwarts may dismiss these victories
as outliers confined to a handful of overwhelmingly lib-
eral districts. Others may argue that democratic socialism
is simply another political fad, destined to fade, much as
many believed the Tea Party eventually did.

But that misses the point. The Bernie Sanders-Mam-
dani wing of the Democratic Party may not yet be able to
in nationally, but it is steadily gaining influence.

Every primary victory sends a message to Democratic
officeholders about where the party’s activist base is
moving. Politicians pay close attention to who wins elec-
tions. As the DSA and its allies accumulate wins, other
Democrats will inevitably ask themselves whether long-
held, pro-Israel positions makes them vulnerable.

The success of these candidates is not only - or even
primarily - an Israel problem. It is a Democratic Party
pml)lem For too long, the party establishment under-

these i primary campaigns, believ-
ing that endorsements from senior politicians, superior
fundraising, and traditional media drives is sufficient.

That strategy failed against a young, motivated move-
ment that organizes well at grassroots level and is willing
to challenge incumbents once thought untouchable.

Some have compared the DSA to the Tea Party which
in 2009 challenged the Republican establishment. The
comparison is not exact, but it is instructive.

Like the Tea Party, the Mamdani-style Left is trying to
redefine what it means to belong to one of America's two
major parties rather than create a third party. It thrives in
low-turnout primaties, where highly motivated, ideolog-
ical activists wield disproportionate influenc

And like the Tea Party, it employs ideological purity
tests. For the Tea Party, the defining issues were taxes
and the size of government. For today’s Democratic Left,
Israel has become an increasingly important litmus test.

Many Republicans initially dismissed the Tea Party asa
passing fringe phenomenon. They soon discovered that
movements that are able to consistently win primaries
have a way of reshaping parties from the inside.

Democrats should not make the same mistake.

Whether the DSA ultimately succeeds in taking over
the Democratic Party is almost beside the point. It is
already changing the party's priorities, changing how
Democratic politicians approach Israel, and changing
the tenor of the debate on Israel.

Those who care about preserving the bipartisan foun-
dation of US-Israel ties cannot assume this trend will die
out. Political movements that keep winning primaries
are rarely defeated by wishful thinking. They are defeat-
ed at the ballot box only when they are taken seriously,
actively organized against, and challenged vigorously.

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump speaks to reporters next to Senate Majority Leader John Thune, Sen. Rick Scott, Sen. Mike Lee, and Senate Majority Whip John
Barrasso on the day of a Senate Steering Committee Lunch on Capitol Hill in Washington, earlier this month. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)

Should Jews switch to the GOP?

WASHINGTON WATCH
+ By DOUGLAS BLOOMFIELD

anti-Israel, pro-Palestinian candidates in New

York's Democratic primaries and elsewhere, I've
been hearing from friends, relatives, and readers that a
hostile wave is sweeping over the Democratic Party and
it’s time for Jews to go Republican.

Polls show Republicans today are more pro-Israel
than Democrats. Anger toward Israel from the Left has
been jolting. Candidates used to compete to out-Israel
each other and win approval from AIPAC, the Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committee. No longer. Today,
many can’t run away fast enough.

The shift may force many American Jews to choose
between their own domestic interests and security in
an era in which even outright neo-Nazis and white
supremacists have been welcomed into the GOP - and
their own support for an increasingly unpopular Jew-
ish state and its even more unpopular prime minister.

The wall-to-wall bipartisan support for Israel that
1 had devoted much of my career to helping build is
ancient history. Israel and AIPAC, once admired, have
become pariahs in many political campaigns this year,
particularly but not exclusively on the Left - in part a
reaction to the destruction of Gaza, in part a culmina-
tion of long-standing rightward shift by the govern-
ment in Jerusalem and groups like AIPAC

Billions in grant aid to Israel passed Congress on
autopilot just a few years ago; today, even long-time
friends are calling for restrictions, even cutoffs, on eco-
nomic and military assistance going to Israel.

“In Washington, defending Israel has fallen out
of favor among many congressional Democrats,”
observed the New York Thmes. That includes many Jew-
ish lawmakers and Jewish voters.

They were turned off by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's decision to dump the Democrats and join
the GOP two decades ago. That was exacerbated by his

I n the wake of alarming victories by virulently

of Gaza repels many. Still, they also blame Israel for
US President Donald Trump breaking his American
First pledge to end foreign wars - not start new ones,
especially ones that hit them in their wallets. Some are
blaming Israel for pushing him into war with Iran.

The loudest voice is Vice President JD Vance, an
America Firster and leading isolationist in a party he
wants to make him the next president. He opposed
the war with Iran and warned Netanyahu that Trump
is the only world leader npathetic” to Israel. The
implication seemed to be that if Vance were president,
there would be one fewer.

Recent surveys by the Pew Research Center, Quinnip-
iac University, and the University of Maryland indicate
that about half of Republicans under 50 hold negative
views of Israel, double the number for their seniors.

ANTISEMITISM KNOWS no political boundaries.
While on the Left more seems directed at Israel with
some spillover to the American Jewish community, the
targets on the Right tend to be Jews.

The single most important reason Jews have felt safe
and welcome in America and able to thrive is arguably
the Constitution’s First Amendment, and particular-
ly the wall of separation between religion and state.
Republicans led by Trump and religious extremists are
working hard to remove it.

Trump's Religious Liberty Commission has called for
the Department of Justice to promote an “originalist
understanding” of the Establishment Clause - namely,
tear down that wall. The department has reportedly
asked other federal agencies to report “anti-Christian
bias” in their ranks.

The GOP under Trump is on a crusade to include
religious displays and Bible reading in public schools,
permit non-profit religious institutions to make politi-
cal endorsements, provide taxpayer funding for private
schools, and more. Trump has embraced the concept
of declaring this country a Christian nation.

A Young Republicans chapter in Tennessee has been
sending mailers declaring “No wars for Jews” and “Stop
the Great Replacement.” That’s the antisemitic white

increasingly autocratic and an anti-demo-
cratic government dominated by religious and nation-
alist extremists.

An estimated third of Jews already vote Republican,
particularly the Orthodox and politically conservative,
anumber that has been somewhat consistent for years.

Before there is a Jewish exodus to the GOP, it should
be noted that Republican attitudes toward Israel appear
to be shifting as well - and not favorably.

Young Republicans are increasingly turning against
Israel, though not necessarily for the same reasons as
their counterparts on the Left. Israel’s devastation

ist theory that “Jewish elites are engineering
the ethnic and cultural replacement of white popula-
tions with non-white immigrants that will lead to a
‘white genocide,”” Reuters reported.

It’s not a fringe view. It is echoed in some form by
Trump, Vance, the late Charlie Kirk, Tucker Carlson,
Steve Bannon, Laura Ingraham, Stephen Miller, Megyn
Kelly, Candace Owens, and right-wing media outlets

News, Newsmax, and One America News

Network.
Trump's winning issue in 2024 was his pledge to
round up unwanted immigrants (“they’re eating the

pets”) and deport them. “They’re poisoning the blood
of our country.”

The jewish community, remembering how so many
found refuge from virulent antisemitism in Europe,
remains a strong supporter of liberal immigration poli-
cies and fearful of immigration scapegoating

Support for Israel may be waning in both parties and
seeping in from the fringes, most visibly from the Left.
The hard truth is that many jews are alienated by this
extremist Israeli government.

It was seen in the recent New York races where many
progressive Jews voted for candidates openly hostile
to Israel, starting with Zohran Mamdani, the mayor
of the city with the largest Jewish population outside
Israel. He has even threatened to arrest Netanyahu on a
World Court war crimes warrant.

Repeated surveys of Jewish priorities show Israel
has not been a determinative voting issue for many
years, most likely because of the positive bipartisan
consensus. This is a time of sad and dramatic change
for Israel, however. Support for the Jewish state and
AIPAC endorsements have become liabilities for many
candidates, even pitting Jewish candidates against each
other.

Most Jews want Israel to survive and succeed, but
the numbers who make support for Israel a priority in
their political lives are shrinking, and that trend will
continue unless there are fundamental changes in the
way it relates to its own citizens, to its neighbors, and
to the Diaspora.

Meanwhile, American Jewish voters have many
other reasons to stay the course with the Democrats.
They are not single-issue voters, and both parties offer
incentives.

Republicans want limited government, less regula-
tion, more business-friendly policies, restricted immi-
gration, school choice, lower taxes, gun rights, and
strong national defense and law enforcement.

A survey by the Jewish Electorate Institute showed
Jews see Republicans as more pro-Israel than Demo-
crats but “excessively conservative” on issues they care
about like health care, abortion rights, voting rights,
protecting domestic safety nets like Social Security and
Medicare, education, climate change, civil liberties,
gender rights, church-state separation, religious toler-
ance, and protecting against aggressive trends in white
supremacy and Christian nationalism.

There appears little reason to expect any dramatic
changes in Jewish voting patterns, and that is some-
thing that should worry Israeli leaders. Israel can’t
afford to be irrelevant or ignored.

The writer is @ Washington-based journalist, consultant,
lobbyist, and former legislative director at the American
Israel Public Affairs Conmittee.

Iran has zero chance of honoring the MoU

* By MIKE EVANS

"F here are people in Washing-
ton who still believe the Irani-
an regime can be persuaded
to change through diplomacy. They
believe another agreement, another
mel or another round of
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negotiations will somehow convince
the ayatollahs to abandon their nuclear
ambitions and stop financing terrorism.
To believe this is delusion.

We have watched this regime for near-
ly five decades. It has repeatedly shown
that it views negotiations as a strategic
tool, not a moral commitment. Agree-
time. Sanctions relief pro-
vides resources. Every concession allows
Tehran to strengthen its military, rebuild
its economy, and continue pursuing the
very objectives it promised to abandon.

Billions for terror
The Biden administration released
billions of dollars in frozen Irani-
an assets, believing that engage-
ment would encourage moderation.
Instead, the regime accelerated its
nuclear program and expanded the

terrorist network surrounding Israel.

Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad, and other Ira-
nian-backed militias became stronger
while ordinary Iranians continued to
suffer under an oppressive government.
The money did not produce peace. It
financed instability throughout the
Middle East.

That is why I believe Iran has virtually
no intention of honoring this Memo-
randum of Understanding. Its leader-
ship has never abandoned its commit-
ment to destroy Israel or drive American
influence from the region. Those objec-
tives remain central to the regime’s ide-
ology, regardless of what its diplomats
say across a negoliating table.

I believe US President Donald Trump
understands this reality. Negotiating
from a position of strength is not the
same as believing your adversary. It
demonstrates that every peaceful option
has been exhausted before stronger mea-
sures become necessary.

Negotiating without illusions
1 do not believe Trump is under any
illusion about who he is dealing with.

Every president has the responsibility to
xplore diplomatic options before ask-
ing young Americans to fight another
war. A military conflict with Iran could
last for years, cost hundreds of billions
of dollars, and send thousands of Ameri-
can families into mourning. Any serious
commander in chief must weigh those
consequences carefully.

But exhausting diplomacy should
never be confused with expecting the
Iranian regime to keep its word.

For that reason, I believe Trump's
strategy ultimately centers on economic
pressure rather than military occupa-
tion. Iran survives because it continues
to generate enormous oil revenues that
finance its military and its terrorist prox-
ies. As long as that revenue continues
to flow, the regime can rebuild whatev-
er sanctions or military strikes destroy.
That means targeting the economic life-
line that keeps the regime in power.

Kharg Island remains the economic
heart of Iran’s oil exports. Disrupt that
lifeline, and the regime loses the resourc-
es it depends upon to fund Hamas, Hez-
bollah, the Houthis, and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps. Bankrupt

the regime, and you dramatically reduce
its ability to threaten both Israel and the
free world.

Peace through strength

Israel has repeatedly demonstrated
that it is fully capable of defending itself
against existential threats. If diplomacy
eventually reaches its limit, as [ believe it
will, the United States can continue sup-
porting Israel while allowing the Jewish
state to do what it has always done:
defend its people against those commit-
ted to their destruction.

Peace is always preferable to war, but
peace built upon empty promises is
only an illusion. The Iranian regime ha
spent decades revealing exactly whoit is.
Wisdom requires us to judge the Iranian
regime by what it has done, not by what
its negotiators promise.

The writer has written 120 books and is a
#1 New York Times bestselling author and
Nobel Peace Prize nominee. He is the found-
er of the Friends of Zion Museum in Jeru-
salem, the Ten Boom Museum in Holland,
and Churches United with Israel, the largest
Christian Zionist network in America, with
more than 30 million followers.
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The underground enabled this 1,000-day war

It may determine how it ends

* By JOEL ROSKIN

ne thousand days
after Hamas launched
its murderous October

7 attack, one strategic lesson
has become increasingly clear:
The underground has shaped
this war from its opening day
and may ultimately determine
how —and when - it ends.

Hamas’s massive under-
ground infrastructure trans-
formed the campaign in Gaza.
It functioned as an integrated
military system that enabled
command and control, logis-
tics, weapons development,
production and storage, pro-
tected movement, and contin-
ued guerrilla-oriented military
operations despite Israel’s over-
whelming superiority in the
air and on the ground.

Only after nearly three years
of intensive fighting has the
scale of the underground chal-
lenge become fully apparent.
The painstaking work required
to expose and dismantle
underground  infrastructure
has demonstrated that mil-
itary success on the surface
does not necessarily translate
into control below ground.

Yet while it appears that
Israel has focused much of its
attention on Gaza's tunnel
network, recent news suggest
that Hezbollah’s underground
infrastructure deserves equal -
if not greater - attention.

This June, IDF operations
revealed major underground
complexes beneath locations,
including Majdal Zoun above
the Mediterranean coast, and
the Beaufort and Ali al-Ta-
her north of the Litani River
bend, several kilometers from
Metula. These supported the

IDF SOLDIERS enter a tunnel in Rafah last year where Hamas held the body of IDF officer Hadar

Goldin. (Nir Elias/Reuters)

ballistic and drone capacities
of Hezbollah and served for
offensive force buildup and as
a defensive stronghold.

These discoveries provide
new insight into Hezbollah's
long-term military prepa-
rations and reveal an under-
ground system that dwarfs
and extends well beyond the
cross-border attack tunnels
destroyed during Operation
Northern Shield in early 2019.

Taken together, these find-
ings suggest that Hezbollah

village, and urban terrain, this
network included cross-border
operational tunnels, on-border
micro-tactical attack tunnels,
logistical corridors, command
centers, force-buildup facili-
ties, protected deep-movement
routes, smuggling tunnels
connecting to Syria, missile
and drone infrastructure, and

ern Israel and a prolonged war
of attrition. The subterranean
dimension was not second-
ary to its military doctrine - it
was central to it. These facil-
ities suggest that the organi-
zation invested for decades in
creating durable underground
infrastructure capable of sup-
porting military operations

deeply buried com- to aerial -
plexes designed to withstand ment.
sustained attack. Despite warning from expe-

Rather than isolated engi-
neering projects, they formed

of underground m(ras!rul.-

multiple an military archi-
tecture s‘lrelnhmg across cen-
tral and hern Lebanon.

ture serving ga-strategic to

micro-tactical goals.

Along a south-north transect
extending from the border,
neatly nestled in mountainous,

This underground network
helps explain Hezbollah's con-
fidence in preparing for both
a rapid offensive into north-

rienced military geologists and
engineers outside the defense
establishment, as well as 40
years of tunnel

A TUNNEL is seen underneath the European Hospital in Khan Yunis, last year.
(Sharon Aronowicz/AFP via Getty Images)

network’s scale and strategic
significance both in the Gaza
Strip and Lebanon.

Only as the war progressed
did they slowly come to recog-
nize the underground’s criti-
cal strategic importance. This
recognition - something that
should have been a fundamen-
tal strategic asset before the
war - has come at a terribly
high cost.

The implications extend well
beyond Israel. Modern terror-
ist armies increasingly exploit
the underground as a strategic
domain ide land, sea,

in the Gaza Strip, many Israeli
intelligence officials, military
commanders, and academ-
ic security analysts remained
ignorant of the underground

air, and cyberspace.

Western militaries con-
strained by liberal to progres-
sive democratic societies must
therefore invest far more heav-

ily in underground-oriented
intelligence, detection tech-
nologies, engineering capabil-
ities, and specially equipped
combat units if they hope to
convey deterrence and defeat
such adversaries and also con-
ventional militaries.

Much remains unknown
to the public and possibly to
the military about Hezbollah’s
remaining underground infra-
structure. Many additi

even the conflict with Iran,
far more than most observers
appreciated, both before this
conflict began and throughout
its duration.

The underground may still
impact upcoming stages of
this multifront and multidi-
mension war. To address the
wide array of underground
and aboveground threats that
when coupled become force

iers, defense li

underground complexes sure-
ly remain between the two
regions recently exposed, as
well as deeper inside Lebanon.

But one conclusion is already
difficult to dispute: The under-
ground has shaped the course
and many key stages of the
wars in Gaza, Lebanon, and

ments must open their doors
to a broader range of thinkers
and hands-on field experts.

The writer is a geomorphologist
and military geoscientist, and a
faculty member of the Depart-
ment of Environment, Plarming
and Sustainability at Bar-llan
University.

Why I went to Geneva

Break the individual, break the collective

* By COCHAV ELKAYAM-LEVY

national Day for the Elimination of Sex-
ual Violence in Conflict, governments,
United Nations bodies, and international
human rights institutions gathered in Gene-
va to reaffirm their commitment to survivors.

1 was there, at the invitation of UN Watch,
to deliver a speech to the Human Rights
Council and bring forward the findings of
the Civil Commission’s historical archive and
landmark report, “Silenced No More,” docu-
menting the sexual atrocities committed by
Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist orga-
nizations during the Ocmber 7 attacks and
the abuse endured by s in
captivity.

Before | traveled to Geneva, many have
asked me why.

Why bring the voices of Israeli victims to
institutions that have too often struggled
to acknowledge their suffering? Why enter
rooms where some may have already decided

I ast week, as the world marked the Inter-

universal, then they must apply to all victims.
If women’s rights are universal, then Israeli
and Jewish women are not an exception to
that universality, and we will be there to
ensure that their voices are heard.

OVER THE past two years, too often, I have
watched individuals speak the language of
human rights while denying empathy to
Israeli victims, or invoke the language of peace
while tolerating calls for Israel’s destruction.

That is neither a vision of peace nor a com-
mitment to human rights. Peace cannot be
built on the denial of other people’s right to
exist, and human rights cannot remain uni-
versal if they are used to silence and exclude
victims.

Such contradictions do not advance peace.
They deepen hatred and undermine the val-
ues they claim to uphold.

True peace requires something far more
difficult: it requires compassion. It demands
adeep respect for the dignity and rights of all
pmple. It represents the courage to imagine

what they are willing, or g, to hear?

My answer is simple.

I went because truth matters. It matters
most especially where it is contested. Because
victims of sexual violence deserve to be heard
wherever human rights are discussed. Because
the measure of our commitment to human
dignity is not how we respond to suffering
that fits comfortably within existing narra-
tives, but how we respond when it challenges
them.

For more than two years, the Civil Commis-
sion has worked to document the suffering of
those who endured unimaginable brutality.
This painstaking effort was never solely about
accountability. It was about preserving the
historical record in the face of denial, distor-
tion, and doubt, and ensuring that victims’
voices would not be lost to silence or inaction.

As former Supreme Court of Israel chief jus-
tice Aharon Barak remarked after reviewing
the report, this may become one of the most
important historical documents assembled
on these crimes.

As no single tribunal or judicial proceeding,
he noted, could fully capture the scope and
human reality of what occurred, this compre-
hensive account bears unique significance. Its
value extends beyond the present moment.
History requires witnesses, and when victims
can no longer speak for themselves, docu-
mentation itself becomes an act of justice.

We undertook this work because many of
the victims whose stories appear in our report
were silenced forever, and others continue
to live with profound trauma. Some remain
haunted by experiences of captivity and
abuse.

Their suffering imposes a responsibility on
all of us.

When victims cannot testify, we must carry
their stories. Everywhere.

Geneva reminded me that it is more than a
city. Itisa symbol. It is one of the places where
the world has pledged to defend human dig-
nity, protect the vulnerable, and uphold uni-
versal rights.

As 1 said there, if those principles are truly

ence rather than elimination. Above
all it must be built on a foundation of care
for one another, hope for future generations,
and a shared, genuine commitment to our
common humanity.

Compassion is not weakness. It is the foun-
dation of human rights. It is the ability to
recognize suffering without hesitation, to
extend empathy without conditions, and to
defend victims regardless of politics, nation-
ality, religion, or identity.

In this sense, the aftermath of October 7
exposed profound failures within the interna-
tional human rights system. Institutions and
mechanisms created to give voice to victims
too often hesitated, remained silent, or failed
to respond with the moral clarity the moment
demanded. Some actively abused the global
system from within. Those failures continue
to reverberate across our region and beyond.

Yet the answer to failure cannot be despair.
Across the world, countless victims continue
to suffer from violence and persecution. Their
stories still need witnesses, and their rights
still require defenders.

That is why we will continue to speak these
truths, even where they are inconvenient. We
will continue to insist on the dignity of every
victim. And we will continue to choose com-
passion, even in the face of those who seek
our destruction.

I believe that compassion is not only a
moral principle but also an act of resistance
against hatred itself. It offers an alternative to
cycles of violence and creates the possibility
of a more hopeful future.

This is where repair begins.

I believe change is coming. We are creating
it.

The writer is a 2024 Israel Prize laureate, an
expert in human rights and international law,
and the founder and chair of the Civil Commis-
sion on October 7th Crimes by Hamas against
Women and Children.

After October 7, she represented the Israeli wom-
en’s rights movement at the United Nations and
is the recipient of the Peres Center for Peace and
Innavation’s Medal of Distinction.

* By CATHERINE PEREZ-SHAKDAM

very empire eventually learns the
same lesson.

Taking territory is one thing.
Taking possession of a people is another.
History remembers battles because
they change maps. It remembers cities
because they fall. Yet the real struggle
has always taken place here less

Psychology helps explain why.

Trauma changes the way people think.
Survivors often carry a lasting sense of
danger even after the immediate threat
has passed. Many develop hypervigi-
lance. Others withdraw into silence.
Shame replaces confidence. Suspicion
replaces trust. Families begin protecting
themselves by saying less, not more.

visible: in the space where trust is built,
identities take shape, and communities
decide whether they still believe in one
another.

Occupation does not begin at a border.
It begins inside the human mind.

That is why sexual violence has
remained such an effective weapon
across centuries. It reaches far beyond
the individual. It strikes at the relation-
ships that allow societies to function.

For years, I found myself asking why
this form of violence appeared so con-
sistently wherever ideological extrem-
ism or totalitarian ambition took root.
Bosnia. Rwanda. The Yazidi genocide.
Sudan. The atrocities committed on
October 7.

Different places. Different actors. The
pattern barely changed.

Eventually, I realized I had been asking
the wrong question.

The real question is not why individu-
als are attacked; it is why entire commu-
nities are.

During the years I spent moving
within circles connected to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, I came to understand
that power was rarely discussed in the

stop speaking openly

because fear becomes woven into ordi-
nary life

Over time, people adapt to living
under pressure.

That adaptation comes at a cost.

Trauma alters judgement. It changes
who we trust, what risks we are prepared
to take, and whether we still believe
resistance is possible. Psychologists have
described this in different ways, from
learned helplessness to moral injury, but
the outcome is remarkably consistent.
People begin to limit themselves before
anyone else has to.

The effects rarely stop with the victim.

SOCIOLOGISTS HAVE long argued that
societies are held together by invisible
ties: families, friendships, neighbor-
hoods, shared rituals, mutual obliga-
tions, and collective memory. These are
not abstract ideas; they are the infra-
structure of everyday life. They deter-
mine whether people cooperate, wheth-
er they come to one another’s aid, and
whether they believe they belong to
something larger than themselves.

Sexual violence attacks those bonds
all at once.

way liberal democracies d it
We count military hardware, economic
strength, strategic alliances, and territo-
rial gains.

Those conversations often began
somewhere else entirely. They centered
on people. On fear. On dependence.
On the ways societies could be reshaped
long before an army ever crossed a bor-
der.

Violence was judged less by the num-
ber of bodies it left behind than by
the psychological consequences it pro-
duc

A missile can destroy a building.

Fear can empty an entire neighbor-
hood.

Trauma can linger for generations.

That distinction matters.

Military thinkers have long under-
stood that victory depends on more
than defeating an opposing army. Carl
von Clausewitz argued that war is ulti-
mately about breaking the enemy’s will.
Modern revolutionary movements have
pushed that logic further. Rather than
confronting military power head-on,
they work to erode the social founda-
tions that make organized resistance
possible.

A frightened society is easier to con-
trol.

A fractured one is easier still.

Its ¢ q es ripple outward. Par-
ents struggle to protect their children
from a trauma they cannot explain.
Marriages collapse under the weight of
shame imposed by someone else’s crime.
Communities become divided between
compassion and stigma. Children inher-
it silences that shape their lives without
ever understanding their origin.

The violence does not end when the
assault ends.

It settles into the life of the commu-
nity.

That is why I have come to see sexual
violence not slmply as an atrocity but as
a means of dismantling the social archi-
tecture on which free societies depend.

What struck me most during my years
observing the ideological culture sur-
rounding the Islamic Republic was the
patience with which power was under-
stood. Immediate victories mattered far
less than lasting influence. Conversa-
tions returned repeatedly to the same
question: How do you weaken a society
until it begins to weaken itself?

No one needed to outline every meth-

The logic surfaced often enough.
Break confidence.

Create uncertainty.

Turn neighbor against neighbor.
Convince people that speaking carries

greater risks than remaining silent.

Once that takes hold, repression no
longer depends entirely on force. People
begin policing themselves.

History offers countless examples.

Colonial administrations understood
that lasting control required more than
soldiers. Divide communities. Reward
collaboration. Punish dissent selective-
ly. Make resistance appear futile and
isolation inevitable. The objective was
never simply obedience. It was fragmen-
tation. A divided society is easier to gov-
ern than a united one.

Revolutionary movements have
repeatedly adopted the same approach:
the language changes, the ideology
changes. The mechanics remain strik-
ingly familiar.

Sexual violence amplifies those
mechanics in ways few other weapons
can,

Its effects are deeply personal.

Its consequences are collective.

Its memory outlives the conflict itself.

A bridge can be rebuilt. A school can
reopen. Roads can be repaired. Trust
does not return on a construction
schedule. No peace agreement can erase
the silence that settles over a family or
restore the confidence stolen from an
entire community.

Perhaps that is why these crimes con-
tinue to appear wherever domination
becomes the objective. Those who seek
to control societies understand some-
thing many democracies still struggle
to grasp.

Human beings are social before they
are political.

Break the individual, and you weaken
the family.

Weaken enough families, and commu-
nities begin to come apart.

Once communities begin to unrav-
el, the nation itself becomes easier to
intimidate, manipulate, and ultimately
control.

For that reason, sexual violence can-
not be treated solely as a humanitari-
an concern. It belongs in discussions
about national security, conflict strate-
gy, and societal resilience, It is designed
to achieve what military force alone
often cannot: the slow corrosion of a
people’s confidence in themselves and
in one another.

If we continue to see these crimes only
through the suffering of individual vic-
tims, however profound that suffering
is, we will miss the wider objective.

The assault is directed at a person.

The intended target is the society to
which that person belongs.

That is what gives this violence its
political power.

And that is why confronting it requires
more than justice after the fact. It
requires recognizing the strategy before
the damage becomes irreversible.

The writer is the chief policy adviser of
Stop The Hate UK.
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The start of Lebanon's fight to reclaim its future

* By ZINA RAKHAMILOVA

ince October 8, 2023, Isra-
S el’s northern border has

existed in a state of per-
petual chaos and uncertainty.
Hezbollah dragged Lebanon
into two wars that neither the
Lebanese government nor
its people wanted, using the
country as a pawn to advance
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
regional agenda.

Now, with the 14-point agree-
ment announced this weekend
between Lebanon and Israel,
the Lebanese government has
sent a powerful message to
both the international commu-
nity and the regime in Tehran:
no foreign state or armed group
has the authority to make deci-
sions on Lebanon’s behalf.

That declaration carries enor-
mous historical significance
because, for decades, Lebanon
has lived with a contradiction.
While it called itself a sovereign
nation, some of its most conse-
quential decisions were never
truly made in Beirut. Instead,
they were made by an armed
organization that claimed to
defend Lebanon while answer-
ing to a foreign regime whose
interests often had little to do
with the well-being of the Leb-
anese people.

As a result, Lebanese fami-
lies endured years of econom-
ic collapse, political paralysis,
political assassinations, and
repeated cycles of conflict
while watching their country’s
future become increasingly tied
to the ambitions of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Hezbollah maintained that
influence by convincing seg-
ments of Lebanese society, and
even parts of the international
community, that it existed to
protect Lebanon. In reality, its
military campaigns repeatedly

served Tehran’s regional objec-
tives far more than Lebanon’s
national interests.

That was evident when Hez-
bollah opened a front against
Israel on October 8, 2023, and
again on March 2, 2026, draw-
ing Lebanon into conflicts that
had nothing to do with the
interests of the Lebanese state.
Communities on both sides of
the border paid the price.

During my visits to northern
Israel throughout the war, once
vibrant towns had become
ghost towns, with schools
closed, businesses shuttered,
and the sounds of rockets, artil-
lery fire, and airstrikes becom-
ing part of everyday life.

Auuss the border, Lebanese
Shi'ite villages that Hezbollah
used to launch attacks against
Israel became battlefields them-
selves, leaving Lebanese civil-
ians to bear the consequences
of decisions they never made.

Against that backdrop, the
normalization framework rep-
resents far more than anoth-
er diplomatic agreement. For
the first time in a generation,
the Lebanese government has
explicitly declared that deci-
sions concerning war and
peace belong exclusively to the
Lebanese state. It has rejected
the idea that any foreign gov-
ernment or non-state actor has
the authority to use force on
Lebanon’s behalf without its
consent.

Although  those  words
may appear procedural, they
amount to a direct rejection
of the very premise upon
which Hezbollah has justified
its existence for more than
four decades. This is Lebanon
declaring that its future will no
longer be dictated from Tehran.

US SECRETARY of State Mavco Rublo looks onas State Department Counselor Daniel Holler, Israel’s Ambassador to the US Yechiel Leiter, and Lebanon’s Ambassador

to the US Nada deh sign a f

TURNING THAT declaration
into reality will not be easy.
Iran has spent decades cul-
tivating Hezbollah into one
of the world’s most powerful
non-state armed organizations,
allowing it to evolve from a
militia into a dominant polit-
ical and military force capable
of shaping Lebanon's domestic
affairs while operating outside
the authority of the state.

The result was that Lebanon’s
elected government often

lacked the ability to make the
most fundamental decision
any sovereign nation possesses:
whether or not to go to war.
Previous international efforts
to disarm Hezbollah achieved
little, and even United Nations
peacekeeping forces failed to
prevent the group'’s military
entrenchment  throughout
southern Lebanon.

An entire generation grew
accustomed to living in a coun-
try where sovereignty existed

on paper but was

should und the chal-

undermined in practice.
Restoring Lebanon to its for-
mer promise as the “Paris of
the Middle East” will require
far more than a normaliza-
tion agreement, and reclaim-
ing genuine sovereignty will
almost certainly be a difficult
and deeply contested process.
Hezbollah is unlikely to sur-

lenges that lie ahead.

Yet that is precisely why
this moment should not be
underestimated. More import-
ant than the framework itself
is what it represents. For the
first time in decades, the Leba-
nese government has publicly
declared that no foreign power,
no proxy organization, and

between Israel and Lebanon, at the State Department in Washington, last month. (ken Cedeno/Reuters)

mately becomes reality remains
tobe seen. Butif this agreement
marks the beginning of Leb-
anon reclaiming the author-
ity to govern itself, it will be
remembered not simply as a
normalization agreement with
Israel, but as the moment a
nation began the long process
of taking its country back.

The writer is a co-founder and

render the power it has accu-
mulated over four decades
without resistance, and no one

no militia has the authority to
determine Lebanon’s future.
Whether that vision ulti-

CEO of Social Lite Creative, a digi-
tal marketing firm that specializes
in geopolitics.

Peace cannot be built on trust alone

ENCOUNTERING PEACE

* By GERSHON BASKIN

any Israelis who still
believe that com-
promise with the

Palestinians is necessary no
longer trust them. They are
not extremists. Many under-
stand that ruling over another
people forever is dangerous for
Israel morally, politically, and
internationally. They know the
occupation is not sustainable.
But they are afraid.

They ask serious questions:
What if the Palestinians do
not really want peace? What
if Oslo failed because the Pal-
estinians were never sincere?
What if every Israeli withdrawal
brings rockets, terror, and more
demands?

These fears cannot be dis-
missed. They are rooted in
suicide bombings, the Second
Intifada, Hamas rule in Gaza,
rockets from areas Israel left,
and the trauma of October 7.
Any serious peace proposal that
ignores them will fail before it
begins.

But fear cannot be the basis
for national strategy. If Israel's
answer to mistrust is perma-
nent control, walls, military
raids, settlement expansion,
and the denial of any politi-
cal horizon, Israel is not mak-
ing itself safer. It is deepening
the conditions that guarantee
future violence.

THE QUESTION is not wheth-
er Israelis should blindly trust
Palestinians. They should not.
The question is whether Israel
can design a process that does
not depend on blind trust. The
answer is yes.

The great mistake is to think
peace agreements are based on
trust. Serious agreements are
based on verified obligations,
benchmarks, phased imple-
mentation, monitoring, con-
sequences for violations, and
mechanisms that gradually
build trust through perfor-
mance.

Trust is not the starting point.
Trust is the result.

Oslo failed for many reasons.
it is too easy, and political-
ly convenient, to say it failed
only because the Palestinians
were insincere. There were Pal-

estinian violations, incitement,
terrorism, corruption, double
messages, and failure to build
transparent, democratic insti-
tutions.

There were also Israeli viola-
tions: settlement expansion,
land confiscations, restrictions
on movement, delays in rede-
ployments, failure to release
agreed prisoners, closures,
and the constant creation of
facts on the ground that con-
vinced Palestinians Israel was
not heading toward ending the
occupation.

During the Oslo years, both
sides violated agreements,
found excuses, and became
convinced the other was acting
in bad faith.

A new peace proc
learn from those failures.

First, the endgame must be
clear from the beginning. Oslo
postponed the most import-
ant questions: Palestinian sov-
ereignty, borders, Jerusalem,
settlements, refugees, and secu-
rity. That ambiguity allowed
each side to imagine a different
final outcome.

must

A NEW process must state

where it is going: two states,

Israel and Palestine, living side
. Palestinian s 2

fiers. Israelis will not trust Pales-
tinian reports. Palestinians will
not trust Israeli reports. The
United States alone may not be
enough. A credible mechanism
should include the United
States, key Arab states, Europe,
and possibly international
security professionals accepted
by both sides. Their role would
be to verify implementation,
publish findings, resolve dis-
putes, identify violations, and
recommend COHE(U\(‘ Alﬁp)
Fourth, security must be real,
not rhetorical. Israelis need to
know that a Palestinian state
will not become another armed
front. That means demilitariza-
tion of heavy weapons, a uni-
fied Palestinian security com-
mand, no independent armed
groups, strong border arrange-
ments, intelligence coopera-
tion, and regional guarantees.
Bul Palestinians also need

violence, an end to arbitrary
military incursions, freedom of
movement, economic access,

and the dignity of living under
their own government rather
than under occupation.
Security cannot mean secu-
rity for one side and insecurity
for the other. That is not peace.
It is control.
fth, both sides must be
held accountable. If Palestinian
institutions tolerate violence
or iudtemmt there must be
consequences. If Israel expands

in Gaza, the West Bank, and
east Jerusalem, with agreed
land swaps; robust security
arrangements; no armed mili-
llas outside the authority of the

x tated

wl\lemenls or fails to imple-
ment redeployments, there
must also be consequences. A
peace agreement in which only
one side is monitored will not

state; a

survive. Acc ity must be

mluuon for refugees; Jerusalem
as the capital of both peoples;
and regional recognition and
normalization for Israel.

Second, implementation
must be phased and bench-
marked. No side should be
asked to take irreversible risks
based only on promises. Each
stage must include obligations
by both sides, a timetable,
measurable benchmarks, and
a pause before moving forward.
If obligations are fulfilled, the
process advances. If not, it
pauses. It should not collapse
because of one violation, but
it cannot advance while viola-
tions are ignored.

Third, there must be trusted
third-party monitors and veri-

mutual.

Sixth, peace cannot be built
only by separation. Walls and
fences may reduce immediate
risks, and sometimes they may
be necessary. But they do not
create peace. Peace is built by
interaction, cooperation, and
the slow human recognition
that the other people is not
going away and is not destined
to be an eternal enemy.

Seventh, education must be
part of the agreement, not an
afterthought. Israeli children
must learn that Palestinians are
a people with history, identity,
suffering, rights, and legitimate
national aspirations.

Palestinian children must
learn that Jews and Israelis also

have history, trauma, identity,
rights, and a legitimate need
for security and self-determina-
tion. Hebrew and Arabic should
become languages of under-
standing.

NONE OF this is naive.
Naiveté is believing the con-
flict can be managed forever.
Naiveté is believing force alone
will make millions of Pales-
tinians accept life without
freedom. Naiveté is believing
Israelis can have security while
Palestinians live in despair.
Naiveté is also believing Pales-
tinians can achieve freedom by
denying Israeli fears or Jewish
historical attachment to this
land.

A serious peace process must
begin with honesty: Israelis
do not trust Palestinians, and
Palestinians do not trust Israe-
lis. That reality is not a reason
to avoid negotiations. It is the
reason negotiations must be
designed intelligently.

Peace does not require love.
It does not require forgetting. It
requires interests, obligations,
verification, accountability,
courage, and leadership.

Istaelis who fear Palestinian
intentions should not be asked
to dose their eyes and jump.
They should be offered a pro-
cess in which every step is test-
ed, verified, and reversible until
trust is earned.

Palestinians who fear Israeli
domination should be offered
the same: a process in which
occupation ends, sovereignty is
real, and Israeli obligations are
monitored no less than Pales-
tinian ones.

The alternative is not safe-
ty. The alternative is more
war, more bereavement, more
international isolation, more
extremism, and more genera-
tions taught that the other side
understands only force.

Wedo not need a naive peace.
We need an intelligent peace -
one that begins with mistrust,
builds mechanisms to over-
come it, and proves through
action that both peoples can
be safer, freer, and more secure
together than they will ever be
apart.

The writer is the Middle East
director of the International Com-
munities Organization and the
co-head of the Alliance for Two
States.

My cousin gave the world

the word

‘genocide’

Don'’t let anyone profit from it

* By JOSEPH LEMKIN

y family’s name was never meant to
M become a marketing asset. Yet that is

what it has become, and the only peo-
ple who can stop it are reading this with the
power to act and, so far, the patience to wait.

Raphael Lemkin was my cousin. He was a Pol-
ish Jewish lawyer who w. tched the Nazis murder
dozens of our relatives and, instead of surren-
dering to despair, sat down and invented a word
for the crime he could not otherwise name. He
called it genocide. He spent the rest of his short
life, often alone and often broke, persuading the
world to turn that word into law.

The 1948 Genocide Convention exists because
one man refused to let the slaughter of his peo-
ple pass without a name. He died in 1959 with
almost nothing to his own name except the one
he had given to history.

That name now appears on the letterhead of
an organization my family never authorized: the
Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention. We
did not consent. We were not asked. And for years
we have watched it raise money, build a public
profile, and borrow the moral authority of a man
it never knew, using a name that belongs to his
family and to his victims. )

Iam a lawyer. | do not make accusations lightly,
and I am not asking anyone to take my word for
what the law requires. | am asking the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania to enforce its own.

This week, together with the European Jewish
Association, my family sent 100 letters to the
officials who can act. We wrote to Governor Josh
Shapiro. We wrote to Attorney-General Dave
Sunday, whose Charitable Trusts and Organiza-
tions Section has plain authority to investigate
a charity that solicits donations under a name it
has no right to use.

We wrote to the leaders of the General Assem-
bly, to Pennsylvania’s congressional delega-
tion, to the Justice Department’s task force on
antisemitism, and to the IRS division that over-
sees tax-exempt organizations. Every letter was
verified. Every recipient was named. We did the
work so that no one could claim the case was too
complicated to understand.

It is not complicated. Pennsylvania law pro-
tects donors from charities that mislead them. It
protects names from commercial exploitation. A
complaint is already pending before the Depart-
ment of State (Case 26-98-001879). A statement
signed by 112 scholars is on file.

The Institute itself has publicly conceded that it
may have to change its name. When the accused
all but admits the problem, the only thing stand-
ing between a wrong and its remedy is the will
toact.

And yet the file sits.

GOVERNOR, ATTORNEY-GENERAL, mem-
bers of the legislature: I write to you as a rel-
ative of the man whose name is being used,

and as part of a legal community that still
believes the law should mean what it says.
Please do not let this drift for another year.

Every month of delay is a month in which
donors are deceived, and a family is told, in
effect, that its grief matters less than some-
one else’s convenience. That is how wrongs
like this win. Not in a single dramatic ruling,
but in the quiet accumulation of years in
which no one with authority is willing to
say “enough.”

I want to be honest about why this cuts so
deeply, because it is more than a registration
dispute. My cousin defined genocide so the
world would defend the persecuted, above
all the Jewish people he saw murdered. To
watch his name attached to rhetoric that my
community experiences as fuel for the oldest
hatred is not an irony. It is a wound.

It tells every Jewish family that a name
earned in our ashes can be seized and turned
against us, and that the institutions meant
to protect us will look the other way. I do
not believe Pennsylvania wants to send that
message. | do not believe its leaders, who
have spoken so clearly against antisemitism,
would tolerate it if they truly grasped what
is being done.

Let me be precise about what we are and are
not asking: no one wants the state to police
opinions. This is the narrowest of requests.
Enforce the laws already on the books about
who may raise money under whose name.

Apply to this organization the same stan-
dard you would apply to anyone who put
a stranger’s name on a charity and started
collecting checks. That is all. That is enough.

Raphael Lemkin gave his life to a single
conviction: that naming a crime is the first
step to stopping it. He would have recog-
nized exactly what is happening here. A
wrong is being committed in plain sight; it
has a name, and the people with the power
to end it are still deciding whether it is worth
their time.

It is worth their time. Governor Shapiro,
Attorney-General Sunday, and every official
who received our hundred letters: you do
not need more evidence. You need to act.
Open the investigation. Apply the law. Do
not allow this to continue for years more
while a family pleads and an institution
profits.

My family is not asking for vengeance,
and we are not asking for a favor. We are
asking for our name back and for the simple
assurance that in Pennsylvania the law still
protects the people it was written to protect.

My cousin built that protection for the
whole world out of the worst thing that ever
happened to ours. The least his adopted
country can do is use it.

The writer is a cousin of Raphael Lemkin and
president of the Jewish Bar Association.
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EDITORIAL

Prospects for HK are
looking up, 29 years
after the handover

ongKong has marked the 291h annwmsmy ofi us
return to thy

challenges. The path over the pasuhme decades has
been compla. shaped by global economic crises,

shifts, internal nd an
evolving ip with the mai Despite iland
setbacks, Hong Kong has charted a journey of resilience,
ionand rei ionwith th of Beiji d
under “one country, two systems”.
The early p d our instituti h
The Asian financial crisis, the outbreak of: i y
syndmme (Sars) and later the global financial crisis exposed
ies. Yet the city a capacity each
time, as reflected after the Ce uwd 19 pandeml‘ and 2019 social unrest.
This year* i weightas it
coincided with official f the 105th anni yof

the Communist Party of China's founding, which was marked by
events both in Befjingand Hung Knng for the first time. The parallel
obser the wnhm which
Hong K i prosper as a special gion of
China under one country, two systems. Reviewing the party's
achievements at an event in Beijing, President Xi Jinping expressed
support for Hong Kong and Macau better integrating withand
servmg the country, addmg that promoting the two cities’ lnng term
ial for national
Resolvmg the Taiwanissue and mhsmgrmmﬁcanm was a historic
for the party, he said.

The onus is on Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu to make the most
of the remaining year in his current term. The three focuses, he said,
were to push ahead with the city’s five-year plan in alignment with
the national blueprint, fast-track the Northern
Metropolis devdopmem and funher improve people’s livelihoods.
“Faced witha and rapld
technology changes, it i hat we drive reft
innovation from a longer-term perspective, coupled with more
systematic planning,” he said.

The five-year plan I d the next policy address are
timely opportunities to set a clear and forward-looking agenda. The
consembmhcanmnfmcelhemysdtstmed@spwumlmns

P! between the country
and il i i i jonintoi
h her high-quality areas. With the right
strategies and Beijing’s conti 1, Hong Kong's

storywill see a brighter chapter on its 30th anniversary and beyond.

Scandals hold back
football’s progress

heF\faWurld(‘uplspmwdmﬁmbaﬂfanswxm
inHong
Kong for the competition has, however, been marred by
yetanother match-fixing and illegal gambling, scandal
invalving f the local football
Some of the suspected illicit bets placed involved World Cup matches,
bm theallegations go much furl.hef

C i Ap—..mc

ption (ICAC) and the
it de 19 arrests last week. lawful betting
i i coaches, six first division 1

former player
At leasl five clubs are: mvolved, and the ICAC says it found
four first division der-22 game. Itis
alleged more than | illion in illicit bets were placed over three
years. The legal process must now take its course and the full facts be
established, but the crackdown, once again, shines aspotlightona
problem that has plagued the city’s football scene for years,

“Two players and a betting agent were jailed for up to 17 months in
Mayin serious match-fi The ICAC revi the
Football Association of Hong Kong, China's code of ethics and
guidelines in light of lhal case.

Now, there ionto with.
Peter Yu Chun-ch id such behavi publi
inHongKong: hall, d: i d holds back
development. Heis nyxtabmmhax

The Football has dits lerance” policy

towards such conduct and is working with the ICAC to identify
suspicious activity at matches.

Progress appears to have been made in keeping the top-flight
Premier League clean. However, problems continue to arise with

lower-level games.
Hong positives last season with rising
d: d standards, butit still h 1g way to go. Sadly, every
scandal makesit ulttoattract the sp d fans that it
needs. Corruption mustk doutifthelocal gameis to move
forward.
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Curb the cash grabs

Michael Han says while Beijing is cracking down on tax evasion, provincial
governments are scrambling for money in ways that can be destructive

he National Audit Office has accused Bank
of China of dodging taxes. In its annual
report, the audit office revealed that the
state-owned commercial bank had used
two of its subsidiaries to repackage 11
pnva(e cquuy funds as public i vehicles,

However, the sudden public exposure of enforce-

i by local Even
vehicles carrvmg valid velcrmary and inspection
certificates were reportedly de!amed and some cargo
auctioned off at distressed prices.

ﬂ\elruewstohh\sﬁscaldlve nee is structural
rather than purely financial. 1\1bltmry regional

ment actions worth billions of f yuan against puwerful tly explicit
ats | neces- al of ing a unified national market. By
sity is now these i treating inlerpm\'incial commerce as a target for
Tlus flscal squeeze is dlrec(lv linked to a ."
I shift in the ic growth model.  and erode

tax 10 evade 2.37
billion yuan (HKSZ?J blllmn) in taxes.

This is not an isolated case. It sits at the top of a
much wider pattern. Look to the other end of the state
cmerpnse hierarchy and you find Heil

Beijing has pivoted away from the lugh leverage

the very private sector confidence nzquu'ed to drive a
ion-led recovery. When middle-class

balance sheets face persistent pressure, any further
erosion of market predictability deepens consumer

property | boom to a more
k, but this has left
regu)nzl balnnce sheets severelyexposed
1d sale an part (‘BlIDDIL

0, ly known as

oflocal revenue, but those

b " g 1L

by the Ministry of Finance, recently dlsclosed a
retroactive bill for back taxes and late fees of

shrivelled in recent years. While ll|E cenlml

enforcement from local sunlval Some policy

govemmenl s slraleglc
offers a tax base over the

1.4 billion yuan. That one blow is larger than the
company’s entire profit last year.

And at the far edge of the system, market regulators
in Biyang, a low-income county in Henan province,
pulled off what independent domestic media called a
coordinated roadside inspection. They stopped 21
(mrgh\ tmcks bemeen Iul) last year an January dus

ar, |

some of the goods they were carrying.

Three cases, one cause. The Chinese state seems to
be running short of money, with a structural revenue
shortfall apparently deep enough to force an
unprecedented tightening of the fiscal net. The
pressure surfaces in two very different forms: a
me!hodxcal recapture of wealth at the centre and an

ised scramble for cash at tf

“The tightening at the top appears to IJe partof a
broader project of building state capacity over the long
run. Theroll-out of Phase IV of the Golden Tax System,
an advanced tax administration platform, reflects a
decade-long effort by the central government to

long term, ies car

in Beijing have begun advocating a cen-
tralised revenue model, under which all penalty and
would flow directly to the central

immediate, massive upl‘rum liquidity that land
auctions once provided to regional

treasury and be n:dlsmhmed via structured transfer
would remove the

For large enterprises, this new fiscal reality bites at
once. A single compliance notice under the current
regime can wipe out a full year of profit, a clear signal
that dressing up tax arrangements to look correct on
paper no longer buys any protection.

immediate i mcentlw for predatory regional policing.
The harder quesnon is wha( comes next. In the

At the county level, where th isti digital

net of Golden Tax IV yields little
entirely different financial logic takes over. National
penalty and confiscation income reached 452 3 billion
yuan in 2024, an increase of 14.9 per cent from the
previous year.
In some highly mdehled provinces, media
ions and budgel have shown
penalty revenue growing at double-digit rates. When
a municipality can no longer balance its ledger
through economic growth, passing commercial
vehicles can effectively become a substitute tax base.
Thr Biyang truck incident serves asa blueprint of

toc
compliance.

delivery
trucks from 10 provinces and mumdpnllua were

longrun, buildalocal
tax system that stands on its uwn rather than leaning
on land sales or tolls at the madslde
ist Adam Smi g th
cash, an InThe f hewarned
o hed too high could chob Mo

drive away capital, destroying the very funds that
might otherwise put a great many people to work.

Beijing's rigorous collection is plainly meant to
secure the state’s revenues, but it will take a matching
restraint on local enforcement to keep the wider econ-
omy from being bled dry. Between the duty to collect
and the temptation to fine, the resilience of China's
economic model turns on a single question: whether
the state can hold both to the same discipline.

Michael Han is assistant president and Shanghai general
‘manager at Yuepu Technology Group

China’s ethnic unity law is not a tool of repression

‘Wang Jiang says the nation’s extraterritorial clause reaches only acts that

endanger national security, unlike the US’

standsalong-

side the 1984 Lawon Regional Ethnic Autonomy

as a foundational, comprehensive statute on ethnic
affairs, placing the task of forging a strong sense of

Chma s Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and
It

ive Glol itsky Act

state may carry out arrests or searches on another’s
territory. A state may declare its intent to regulate
certain conduct abroad, but to hold a person outside
its borders to account u must still proceed xhrough
channels i | law

the crimes of ion and i

judicial or the person’s voluntary entry.

and their penalties. The Law on Regmnal Ethnic
Autonomy protects ethnic minority rights.

From the constitution to the criminal code to spe-
cialised legislation, China alegal system for

uarely within the le;
Yet voices abroad have rushed to brand it an act of
* and “long-arm
training their fire on Article 63.
Such claims borrow from the vocabulary of law but
cannot survive its scrutiny. Begin with what Article 63
actually says. It provides that organisations and indi-

possesses
national unity, and Article 63 is part of it.

i sonal law. th ive princinle all

a state 1o assert ]umdnmun over conduct abroad that

dlxea]v threatens its secumv and core legal interests.

Am‘cle 63 is a legal assertion of jurisdiction, not a
warrant for enforcement abroad.

Guiding conduct and preserving order by defining
acts and their Ir consequernces is what the law does. The
question i interesti
and due process attends it. On both, the statute
answers in the affirmative.

Article 9 commits the state to governing ethnic

vhether the p

-aches only

that endanger national sovereignty, security and

affairs ding to the law and protecting the lawful
nghls of all groups. Article 6 affirms the sirengthening

vndualsou eChmawhnanm China's

tzmmn.d integrity. while
ing the law, China's legi: ined the lng Amde 8 reaffirms [he - autonomy of
thni are ethnic affairs legislation and pmcnces of 46 countries.  ethnic regi i
Thisis hardly the work of an outlier in 2023 the text was publ.\shed for public

dprogress,

to be pursued in accordam.e with the law. The
operative verbs describe conduct that inflicts harm;
they do not go so far as to include policing of opinion.

The article creates no new offence and sets no
penalty. It is a referral provision, channelling liability
back to existing laws, chiefly the criminal code. Its
preamble frames it around unity, shared destiny and
national rejuvenation, rather than coercion.

Nor did Article 63 malenahse out ¢ of nuwhere

forms of repression - especially when set beside the
United States’ Global Mngnlmky Human nghls
Act, whose

comment twice, drawing nearly 50,000 submissions,
and more than 380 institutions were consulted.

reach well past the protective principle in a textbook
case of long-arm jurisdictional overreach.

g the label * " for
Chinaal doubl d Achm“pos‘
uon is con;ns(enl it supports junschmmn founded on

Rather, it sil

assembling for decades. Article 4 of China's
constitution, which forbids acts that undermine the
unity of ethnic groups or instigate division, is the
wellspring of Article 63s authority.

Article 8 of China’s Criminal Law has long applied
to foreigners committing offences abroad against the
Chinese state or its citizens, while Article 103 defines

isdic-
nun that exceeds the bounds of international law.

The gravest confusion lies between two distinct
ideas, prescriptive jurisdiction and enforcement
jurisdiction. The first is a state's power to make laws
governing conduct beyond its borders. The second is
the power to arrest, try and punish. Intemational law

i ightly hefirst.No

Article 10p
bei es, that China firmly
opposes the use of elhmuly, religion or human rights
as a pretext to smear, contain or infiltrate the country
~ language written against a long record of precisely

such interference.
To cast China's defence of its territorial integrity as
tits of ethnic

"hati itical premise, not

alegal one.

Wang Jiang is the deputy director and professor of the
Institute of China’s Borderland Studies at Zhejiang Normal
University
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OPINION

Renewal is the key

Marco Vicenzino says in an age of disruption, power rests with whoever adapts effectively

ower has historically been
measured by indicators such as
territory, population, industrial
production, military capability
and economic scale. Those
foundations remain indispensable. But
each technological revolution has changed
the nature of geopolitical competition.
The Industrial Revolution rewarded
manufacturing capacity. The 20th century
rewarded industrial scale, military
mobilisation and ideological reach.
Globalisation rewarded efficiency,
ion and financial . The

i (AD

overseas, but at home when national
capacity lags behind national ambition.
The question is, therefore, no longer
which country appears stronger but who is
likely to prove more resilient. Military capa-
bility remains indispensable, as does tech-
nological leadership, industrial production

capable of generating renewal: world-class
universities, scientific research, entrepre-
neurial culture, deep capital markets,
technological innovation and an enduring
ability to attract talented people from
around the world. Maintaining that
ecosystem matters more than any defence

Neither Washington nor Beijing can
assume past performance guarantees
system

is i rain which AL d
change, energy transition, technological
competition and geopolitical rivalry are

political system. N
For Asia, this distinction carries conse-
quences. Governments recognise that the

and economic output. Yet each depends  posture or diplomatic initiative. future is v to be defined by a simple
upon deeper e Fiscal ity, educational chonce belween American pnmacy and

i 1 i ture, i Their strategies reflect
rity, i i effective-  lead p, energy security and institu-  a more sophisticated reality. They seek
ness and the capacity to translate national l effecti han d i with China while
resources into strategic advantage. policy priorities. They are strategic assets. security ips with

Today’s compulum) extends beyond

emerging age of artificial i
rewards adaptive capacity.

Al compresses strategic time.
Technological breakthroughs spread over
years rather than decades. Supply chains

military spending or deploy It
encompasses semiconductors, ~\I

ing, critical minerals,
scientific research, education, fiscal
sustainability and the ability to mobilise

dly. Capital
I'as\er Military innovation cycles shorten.
have less time to
!a:lum, and even less time to correct it.

The decisive advantage belongs not to
those that possess the greatest resources,
but to those that learn, innovate and adapt
more effectively than their competitors.
This is how the strategic competition
between the United States and China
should be understood.

Asthe US reaches its 250th anniversary,
many frame the future as one defined by
American decline and Chinese ascent.
Across Asia, that assumption shapes
defence and economic policy decisions.

However, great powers don’t
necessarily lose their position because of a
stronger rival. They weaken due to
domestic institutions struggling to adapt as

Strategic overextension begins not

decades rather than election
cycles.

The contest between Washington and
Beijing is not merely one between two
states. It is a competition between two
models of national organisation.

Historically, the US distinguished itself
not because it avoided crises, but because
its constitutional order enabled renewal. it
endured civil war, economic depression,
conflict, financial crises and political divi-
sion. While progress has often been incom-
plete, its institutions have shown capacity
for correction without systemic collapse.

That doesn't indicate perfection, but it
does represent a strategic asset for the key
question confronting the US and China:
how to renew power as and

Governments and
investors are asking
which systems are most
likely to remain adaptive
in the era of disruption

China faces a different, equally
s oo 1

the US, diversifying supply chains and

preserving smteg;c flexibil

ecosyslems, energy security aud advanced
manufacturing increasingly depend not
only upon market size or production costs,
but upon judgments about long-term
resilience. Governments and investors are
asking which systems are most likely to
remain adaptive in the era of disruption.
Military superiority, economic scale and
mchnok)gical leadership still matter. Yet
chd

msutuuons capable of generatmg

rise has shown how a centralised system
can mobilise capital, coordinate industrial
policy, develop infrastructure and

talent, allocating
capital eﬁemvel\' and renewing public
confidence. Power continuously
depreciates unless societies regenerate the

compress decades of economic progress  foundations that created it.
into a single generation. This century’s defining geopolitical
The next phase of petition, how- may ulti ly be remem-

ever, may reward a different capability. As
|echnnkvg:m] disruption accelerates and
intensify, success

geopolitical change accelerates.

For the US, this presents an opportunity
andachallenge. America's greatest strategic
advantage has rested upon an ecosystem

will depend not only upon executing long-

term plans, but upon adapting those plans
when circumstances change faster than
institutions were designed to anticipate.

bered less as a contest over which nation
accumulated the greatest power than over
which political system proved the most
capable of continually renewing it.

Marco Vicenzino specialises in geopalitical
risk and international business development

Central Asia states are no longer the chess pieces of empires

Lijia Zhang says the five nations are using h

hen people speak of the Great
W 5ame, they usually mean the

19th century rivalry between the
British and Russian empires for influence
over Central Asia. It conjures up images of
spies crossing deserts, mountain fortresses
and imperial intrigue —an era brought to life
in Peter Hopkirk’s books, which first
awakened my fascination with the region.

A century and a half after the Great
Game, another contest is unfolding across
the same region. To the north is Russia, the
region’s traditional political and security
partner. To the east is China, its largest
trading partner and an investor. Turkey, the
European Union and the United States are
also seeking a greater presence.

Yet this new great game is being played
by different rules. Central Asian republics
are no longer prizes to be won. They have
become players in their own right.

Inhis book, Great Game On: The Contest
for Central A a and Global Supremacy,

ic rivalries to ad

e their own interests

Central Asia summit in Astana. Bringing
together President Xi Jinping and the lead-

ers of all five Central Asian republics, it
reflected both China's growing confidence
and the region’s strategic importance. The
mceung also showed Beijing’s determina-

tion to directly engage Central Asia beyond
Russian-led institutions. While Western

visited Uzbekistan in 1992, it was a newly
independent nation.

More than three decades later,
Uzbekistan has become more self-

remains an important security partner with
deep historical and cultural connections.
Kazakhstan has pursued a “multi-
vector” foreign policy for decades.
1 i as become d-looking
under President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
(.enualAuangovemmemsamdwcm ying

confident, with Uzbek

their par They are no longer

as the country’s principal language. Yet
while the region has been redlscownng its

ownidentity, its external

merely caught between great powers.
Imlmd they are using competitionamong
1o advance their interests.

also been undergoing a

another step in China's expanding
influence, the reality is more nuanced.
Kazakk 1 i K

‘Tajikistan and Turkmenistan are notsimply
chousmg between Beijing and Moscow.

cgv snenglhenmg ties with China while
encouraging greater engagement with
Russia, Turkey, the European Union and
the US. Their aim is to benefit from all while
becoming dependent on no one.

For nearly two cemunes Russia

China's presence has become increas-
ingly visible in Central Asia. The region
became one of the first testing grounds for
the Belt and Road Initiative. Over the past
decade, railways, pipelines, highways and
logistics hubs have linked the region more
closely to western China than ever before.

Perhaps that is the biggest difference
between the old Great Game and the new
one. The 19th century version was played
over Central Asia. The 21st century version
isincreasingly played with it.

Fur China, however, Central Asia is

theatre. Itis
lhe anclen\ gateway through which
entered China, the heartland of

Chinese p are g in
renewable energy, mining and manufac-
turing, while Chinese electric vehicles are
common on city streets. Trade between
China and the five Central Asian states has
topping US$100

region. s the Soviet
Um(m scollapse, millions of Central Asians
c to work in Russia. Russian

former to China
Geoff Raby argued that China has first and
foremost been a Eurasian power. What's
changed, he saidin respanse (o my emailed
isthat " isi f labour
in which Russia provided the region's
security and China its economic support
through trade and investment has ended".
Russia'sinvasion of Ukraine had weakened
Moscow's authority and its capacity to act
as security guarantor. Meanwhile, China's
influence is expanding.
The war did not create these trends, he
said, but accelerated them. That changing
balance was on display at last year's China-

remained the common language of
government and business. When I first

Beijing has also begun
building its own regional
architecture, including
the China-Central Asia
summit mechanism

billion for the first time in 2025. Beijing has
also begun building its own regional archi-
tecture, including the China-Central Asia
summit mechanism and a permanent
secretariat in Xian, Shaanxi province.

Yet Beijing’s influence is primarily eco-
nomic. Unlike the Soviet Union, China has
shown little interest in exporting a political
model. Instead, it offers infrastructure,
investment and markets. That approach

the Silk Road and the bridge linking East
Asia with Europe and the Middle East.
Beijing’s interest in the region is shaped not
only by strategic mh:ulmions but also by a

i acro: ;:.
that predate the modem naunn state.
Having wandered beneath those blue-
tiled domes in Samarkand and watched
merchants bargain in ancient markets of
Bukhara, I find it impossible to see Central
Asia merely as a chessboard on which great
powers compete. These are living civilisa-
tions, Perhaps that is the greatest lesson of
the new grem game: be)nnd the rivalry of

hi ture

appeals to g whose
priority is economic development.

Itis tempting to see all this as a straight-
forward contest in which China replaces
Russia as the region’s dominant power.
That would be too simplistic. Russia

Y, cul
and people wul u]ummely shape i 1!5 future,

Lijia Zhang is a rocket-factory worker turned
social commentator, and the author of a
novel, Lotus
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Advertising rules
should apply toall
healthcare providers

Advertisements for dental treatments at clinics in
Shenzhen or other rparts of the mainland have become

onb d at MTR stati d other
high-traffic areas. Similar promotions can also be found
in broadcast and digital media.

Ina recent episode of a televised singing contest,
for example, multiple contestants were depicted
visiting a Shenzhen-based clinic for dental treatments.

As a specialist in respiratory medicine, I am
mindful that Hong Kong healthcare professionals,
including medical and dental practitioners, are tightly
governed by codes of professional conduct - courtesy
of the Medical Council and Dental Council of Hong
Kong, respectively - which restrict so-called practice
promotion, referring to publicity of a practitioner’s
professional services. These restrictions are designed
to reduce lhe risk that members of LhE puhllc may be
unduly i d by media y
outcomes, or led to assume that pamcuku treatments
and technologies are necessarily suitable for their own
individual circumstances.

Against this background, it could be seen as a
matter of public concern that heall
providers and firms registered outside Hong Kong are
able to promote their services directly to city mdems
under different and

d Such advertising may medical
tourism for healthcare services that are subject to
different systems of regulation, professional oversight
and complaint mechanisms compared with those that
apply locally.

Ttwould be in the public interest for the Office of
the Communications Authority and the government
to review regulatory arrangements for health-related
advertising, with a view to ensuring that robust
fwhere th

apply,
provider is registered.
In addition, dedicating more resources to
promoting health literacy citywide would help Hong
Kong people make well-informed decisions about
their own health and better assess the claims made in
media portrayals and advertisements.

Dr Christopher Chan, Sha Tin

How Bangladeshi football
passion can build bridges

Some of the most remarkable scenes of the 2026 Fifa
World Cup are unfolding not in football's traditional
powerhouses, but in Bangladesh -a nation of over
170 million people that has never qualified for the
tournament, et is passionate about it.

Across the country, streets are draped in giant flags
and watch parties draw thousands. Football debates
dominate tea stalls, campuses and social media.

The roots of this passion stretch back decades.
Brazil won hearts first through Pele’s artistry and
joyful style of play. Then came Diego Maradona and
Argentina's triumph in 1986. His brilliance and
underdog narrative resonated deeply with a young
postcolonial nation. Later generations inherited these
loyalties through Lionel Messi, Neymar, and the
rivalry between the two South American giants.

Yet Bangladesh's football obsession extends
beyond South America. European football commands
enormous followings as well. France attracts fans
through legends like Zinedine Zidane and Kylian
Mbappe, Germany is admired for its discipline and
success, while Portugal's popularity has soared thanks
to Cristiano Ronaldo.

This .

= ple of

isalsoa
soft power. Argentina” sdeclsmn lu reopen its embass)
in Dhaka after
the 2022 World Cup dem«mslrmed how football can
strengthen real diplomatic ties. Brazil and other
football nations would benefit from recognising
Bangladesh not merely as a fan base, but as a vibrant
market and cultural partner.

Yasir Silmy, Chittagong, Bangladesh

during

Alberta lacks the attributes to
function as independent nation

For Alberta’s referendum on independence to take place,
there are many hurdles to cross. The recent partial court
victory permitting Elections Alberta to begin verifying
the petition by Alberta separatists cleared only one such
hurdle.

The larger question is whether Alberta possesses
the attributes necessary to function as a nation, which
shifts the issue from legal feasibility to the realities of
geography, economy, culture and global recognition.

Situated in the Canadian interior, Alberta is known
forits [emclously cold winters, with temperatures

g below minus 40 degrees Celsius.
Isitreallya plnce for seuhng down? Are investors
interested in if? Do locals truly want to stay there from
womb to tomb?

1 once worked part-time in a small town in British
Columbia called Hazelton. Few young people wanted
to stay there; moving to a big city was their dream. By
the same token, youth in Alberta might also dream of
escaping the province's atrocious weather by moving
to big cities like Vancouver or Toronto.

Unlike coastal or major gateway provinces such as
British Columbia and Ontario, Alberta is hemmed in.

Even if the constitutional hurdles could be
overcome, Alberta lacks vital attributes of a viable
sovereign nation. Its harsh climate, geography and
fragile transit networks curtail prosperity.

Ho Kam Tong, Yuen Long
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What the Founders Didn’t Trust

Ponder a won-

Lot 4 derful passage

in Paul John-

: son’s “A His-
/’x = tory of the
=, # =~ American Peo-
UNRULY ple”  (1997).
REPUBLIC Notng -~ the
By Barton smal - suc-
Siveitiii cession  of

nonentities”
to take the job
of British prime minister from
1763 to 1782, Johnson observes
that “this might not have mat-
tered quite so much if the men
they faced across the Atlantic
had been of ordinary stature,
of average competence and
character.”

As it was, “the generation
that emerged to lead the colo-
nies into independence was
one of the most remarkable
group of men in history—sen-
sible, broad-minded, coura-
geous, usually well educated,
gifted in a variety of ways, ma-
ture, and long-sighted, some-
times lit by flashes of genius.”
Johnson calls the American
Founders “the Enlightenment
made flesh, but an Enlighten-
ment shorn of its vitiating
French intellectual weaknesses
of dogmatism, anticlericalism,
‘moral chaos, and an excessive
trust in logic.”

Such a collection of states-
men might have been expected
to create a government rooted
in the doctrine that man natu-
rally seeks the good. The
French, under the spell of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, built
their revolution on his theory
that man comes into the world
pure and only encounters
moral defilement from “soci-
ety.” The triumph of the Amer-
ican Founders lies in their hav-
ing done the opposite.

The doctrine of original
sin—and its implication that

humans tend toward rank self-
interest and degeneracy—ani-
mated every part of the consti-
tutional structure the Founders
erected. Arguments about the
depth of their religious convic-
tions miss the point. Even the
skeptics and deists among
them, of whom there were few,
happily adopted Christianity’s
moral outlook.

Spend the rest of this
semiquincentennial year read-
ing the Federalist Papers and
mark how often the authors—
Alexander Hamilton, John Jay
and James Madison—base
their contentions on the reality
that fallen man can be counted
on to conflate his own narrow
interests with justice and the
common good. The essays re-
fer often to man’s ingenuity
and capacity for innovation
and commerce—they didn’t
think him so stupid as to re-
quire coercion. But Hamilton,
Jay and Madison aimed chiefly
to convince the public that the
proposed Constitution, by bal-
ancing powers against each
other, mitigated man’s propen-
sity for mischief, violence and
corruption.

Madison famously observes
in No. 51 that government’s ex-
istence itself testifies to the
morally defective state of its
subjects. “If men were angels,
no government would be nec-
essary,” he writes. “If angels
were to govern men, neither
external nor internal controls
on government would be nec-
essary. In framing a govern-
ment which is to be adminis-
tered by men over men, the
great difficulty lies in this: you
must first enable the govern-
ment to control the governed;
and in the next place oblige it
to control itself.”

Or Hamilton, in No. 15: “Why
has government been instituted

‘Heritage Americans’:

By Karl Rove

ery day I'm home. The

years have taken their toll.
The paper has turned brown,
the words have faded. It’s one
of the last remnants of my
childhood, a gift from my taci-
turn Norwegian father.

He sometimes read the Dec-
laration aloud on Indepen-
dence Day. I was especially
taken by the sentence that be-
gins “We hold these truths to
be self-evident.” Those truths
still hold and should still stir
every American.

The historian Gordon Wood
put it well. The Revolution
that the Declaration an-
nounced “radically and thor-
oughly transformed” American
society. It “destroyed aristoc-
racy,” made “the interests and
prosperity of ordinary people
... the goal of society and gov-
ernment,” and released “pow-
erful popular entrepreneurial
and commercial energies.”

America wasn’t built by the
rich and powerful but in large
part by discards, rejects, los-
ers and throwaways who
made their way here. “Give
me your tired, your poor, /
Your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free, / The
wretched refuse of your teem-
ing shore” Emma Lazarus
wrote in her 1883 sonnet,
later inscribed on the Statue
of Liberty’s pedestal.

Inspired by the Declaration,
people have come over the
centuries hoping life could be

It hangs where I see it ev-

By Liya Palagashvili

ost debates over artifi-
cial intelligence begin
with the same ques-
tion: Which jobs will Al de-
stroy? But the first labor-mar-
ket shock may not be mass job
loss. It may be worker migra-
firms.

better. Abide by its principles
and the Constitution written
to secure them, the promise
went, and you and America
can flourish.

We have. What began as pi-
oneers huddled on a narrow
coastal strip, an ocean away
from the civilization they knew
and facing an immense, un-
known land is now a mighty
nation that spans a continent.

America has become the
most prosperous, compas-
sionate, innovative, open soci-
ety the world has known. De-
spite our challenges, doubts
and divisions, America still
demonstrates every day what
a free people can achieve—for
their families and the na-
tion—if we strive to make the
Declaration’s words real.

Who wants to leave home
for the nations that reject out-
right the principles of our
founding documents? Instead,
many still want to come here.

I was once in Abuja, Nigeria,
and a cabdriver asked where I
was from. Like all Lone Star
chauvinists, I said Texas. He
replied, “Ah, America. I want
the American Dream.” I asked
what he meant. “Dream big,
work hard and rise.” He
sounded like Abraham Lincoln,
who according to the historian
Gabor Boritt believed in the
“right to rise.”

Creating America wasn’t
easy, and the fulfillment of our
founding documents still de-
mands much. But we make a
grave mistake if we think this
nation is only for what some

at all? Because the passions of
men will not conform to the
dictates of reason and justice
without constraint.”

Roughly the past 125 years
of American government have
departed from the Founders’
self-understanding. Woodrow
Wilson and his Progressive
heirs created an assemblage
of government agencies
whose technocratic managers
bore no accountability to
elected leaders. The expansion
of social-welfare programs,
begun by the New Deal and

Madison, Hamilton,
et al. would wonder
at our credulous view
of human nature.

supercharged by the Great So-
ciety, hypothesized that recip-
ients would use the dole as a
chance to get ahead rather
than a way to avoid produc-
tivity. American leaders in
this period negotiated agree-
ments with hostile foreign
powers—Russia, North Korea,
Iran—in the belief that gener-
ous treatment by the U.S.
would coax those powers into
better behavior. Socialism,
rose-tinted as ever, beckons
again today.

America’s Founders, to a
man as I suspect, would have
viewed 20th- and 21st-century
politics as a long series of
gambles that human nature
might suddenly repair itself.
Some number of influencers
on the American right, vari-
ously called postliberals or na-
tional conservatives, want to
use industrial and social-wel-
fare policy, formerly instru-
ments of the left, for allegedly

conservative ends. They place
more faith in human nature
than the Founders did.

A note of hope: The Su-
preme Court this week sig-
naled its sympathy with the
Founders’ distrust of human
nature by overturning Hum-
phrey’s Executor v. U.S., the
1935 decision that endorsed
the creation of all those inde-
pendent, expert-led federal
agencies.

The postreligious belief in
humanity’s essential goodness,
together with the loss of any
understanding of sin—quaint
word!—was supposed to lead
to a gentler, less judgmental
world. It has done the oppo-
site. Reject the doctrine of
man’s depravity if you like; the
world’s abundance of deprav-
ity still demands explanation.
The revolutionaries in France
explained it by making clergy,
nobles and monarchy the
sources of everybody’s woes.
The Marxists blamed the bour-
geoisie and capitalists. Their
descendants today, similarly
bereft of any conception of
fallenness, pin the world’s ills
on people who hold the wrong
political views.

When the authors of the
Federalist Papers spoke of the
“passions of men,” or of men
consistently failing to behave
like angels, they acknowledged
themselves, too, as passion-
prone and defective. The old
understanding of man as in-
herently flawed had a hum-
bling and leveling effect, just
as the rejection of it has en-
couraged political actors
across the West to treat their
opponents as subhuman
spreaders of evil. To recover a
saner, less embittered politics
may be as simple, and as diffi-
cult, as recovering the Found-
ing Fathers’ anthropology.

An Un-American Idea

call “heritage Americans,”
whose forebears—specifically
Anglo and Scots-Irish Protes-
tants—fought in the Revolu-
tion or Civil War.

This notion that there is a
select subset of “real” Ameri-
cans is being pushed by,
among others, Vice President
JD Vance. He says that
“America is not just an idea”
but “a particular place, with a

Today our nation is
more than an idea,
but 250 years ago an
idea was all it was.
_————————————————

particular people.” Our coun-
try is more than an idea, but
it began as one. Our people
are particular, yet it makes no
difference whether your fore-
bear wintered at Valley Forge
or fought at Gettysburg. What
matters is living up to the
Declaration’s promises.

It is ironic that Mr. Vance, a
Catholic convert, would advo-
cate “heritage Americans.” In
the past, such movements rou-
tinely declared Catholics unac-
ceptable members of our na-
tional family. One of the
largest such groups was the
American Protective Associa-
tion, an anti-immigrant organ-
ization in the Gilded Age. It
claimed 2.5 million adherents
at its height. Its members
swore an oath denouncing the
pope and “the diabolical work

Me, Myself and Al

services, information, educa-
tion, finance and insurance—
sectors the that have among
the highest Al-adoption rates.
In construction and wholesale
trade, where Al is less likely
to enable independent work,
solo business applications
have been essentially flat.

not businesses designed to
employ workers.

Federal labor-market data
tell a similar story. Among oc-
cupations most exposed to Al,
solo self- rose

of the Roman Catholic
Church.” The APA was particu-
larly strong in Mr. Vance’s
home state of Ohio.

This notion of “heritage
Americans” is at odds with
the Declaration. America’s
birth didn’t include a new ar-
istocracy based on inherited
valor.

Consider some Americans
without Revolution or Civil
War forebears: Elon Musk,
Google CEO Sundar Pichai,
Nvidia co-founder Jensen
Huang, Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, Charlize Theron, Hakeem
Olajuwon, former Pepsi CEO
Indra Nooyi, Albert Einstein,
Nikola Tesla, Salma Hayek,
Henry Kissinger, Oracle’s Safra
Catz, Bob Hope, Irving Berlin,
Interactive Brokers’ founder
Thomas Peterffy, Yo-Yo Ma,
Alex Trebek and at least 40
winners of the Nobel Prize for
Medicine.

One in seven American resi-
dents is an immigrant. For the
other six, this Saturday should
be a day for special gratitude.
‘Through no action of our own,
we were born here, and—
alongside all who made their
difficult way to America—en-
joy the blessings of what hap-
pened in Philadelphia in the
summer of 1776. Happy Fourth,
to every American.

Mr. Rove was senior adviser
and deputy chief of staff for
President George W. Bush and
is author of “The Triumph of
William McKinley” (Simon &
Schuster, 2015).

prepare work for publication
with far fewer institutional
resources.

The firm isn’t disappearing,
but for some knowledge work,

about 20% from 2022 to 2025,
In the least Al-exposed occu-
pations, it barely moved. For

tion from traditional 3

Al is making it easier for one
worker to do tasks that once
required a small team. In in-
dustries where Al can handle
research, drafting, coding, edit-
ing and analysis, the result isn’t
necessarily unemployment. It
may be independence.

New Census Bureau busi-
ness-formation data suggest
as much. The bureau tracks
business applications and
flags those likely to hire em-
ployees. The remaining ap-
plications are the best mea-
sure of one-person business
formation.

Since early 2024, solo busi-
ness applications have risen
nearly 27% in professional

Al makes it easier for
entrepreneurs to set

up solo shops.

An event-study confirms
the timing. In 2022 and 2023,
solo applications moved simi-
larly in sectors with both high
and low AI exposure. The di-
vergence emerged after 2024
and then took off.

Business applications with
payroll intent fell by 6.4% in
Al-exposed sectors, while ap-
plications unlikely to hire em-
ployees rose by 26.8%. People
are starting businesses, but

analysts, a useful
proxy for consulting work,
overall employment grew 12%
from 2022 to early 2026,
while solo self-employment
within the occupation grew
more than twice as fast.
None of this proves that AT
is the main driver of the shift.
The evidence is preliminary,
and Al may still be squeezing
entry-level hiring. But it’s be-
coming cheaper to operate as
a one-person business, and
workers are responding.
That’s unsurprising. A con-
sultant who once relied on ju-
nior analysts, editors and de-
signers can now perform
many of those functions with
Al tools. A researcher can

the of being inside
one are. Labor-market institu-
tions have yet to adjust. Un-
employment insurance as-
sumes one employer, a clean
separation, and a search for
another job. Health insurance
remains heavily tied to em-
ployment, and many retire-
ment plans, leave benefits, and
tax advantages are organized
around the employer.

The most immediate ques-
tion isn't whether AI will
eventually replace workers. It
is whether Al is already mak-
ing workers less dependent on
the firm while policy remains
anchored to it.

Ms. Palagashvili is a senior
research fellow and director of
the Labor Policy Project at
George Mason University’s
Mercatus Center.

BOOKSHELF | By Roger Lowenstein

Active
Investments

How to Get Rich in American History

By Joseph S. Moore
Harper Business, 352 pages, $32

tory” differs from other financial-advice books. Mr.

Moore questions the popular notion that stocks gener-
ally rise. He has mixed feelings about the wealth-building
potential of real estate, even though that is how he made
his money. He shrugs at asset diversification and urges
readers to take risks and go into debt.

The poorer you are, Mr. Moore argues, the less you have
to lose, and almost anyone who started without capital had
to borrow to get started. A young Benjamin Franklin, he
points out, went deeply into debt to start his printing busi-
ness. The author’s flippant assertion that “going broke is
better than ever” has a serious historical point: Modern
bankruptcy is accessible and preferable to old-fashioned

debtors’ prison.

Mr. Moore advises that
inherited wealth is over-
rated and unlikely to last.
Among his worthiest finan-
cial prescriptions is to
marry well. He says that
the “sorting mechanisms”
of dating apps undervalue

what matters in a potential
partner: work ethic, the
ability to weather hard
times and the character of
one’s family.

“How to Get Rich in
American History” counsels
an active rather than passive

approach to making money.
Wealth, Mr. Moore observes,
is generally built, not found. Taking in boarders or starting
a business, he says, are better strategies than buying a
stock and hoping it will grow. “The portal to the American
dream,” Mr. Moore writes, “is not opened via a stock trad-
ing app.”

The book suffers from the flaws common to its genre.
Mr. Moore, who surveys various financial anecdotes from
American history, can be glib and superficial. He spends
little more than a page on the cattle-raising craze that
lured Harvard men (including Theodore Roosevelt) to the
American West in the late 19th century. He writes that
Stephen Girard “spent twenty-five years as the richest
man in the nation.” Yet he doesn’t tell us how Girard
(1750-1831), a French-born banker, made his money or
even when he lived.

The author’s authoritative tone is undermined by the
odor of hasty research. “In 1863,” Mr. Moore writes, “Con-
gress birthed the first stable U.S. currency, the greenback.”
Actually, legal-tender greenbacks were hatched in 1862; leg-
islation the following year gave rise to a second currency,
national bank notes. He blunders on Warren Buffett, stating
that his company, Berkshire Hathaway, hasn’t made a gar-
ment “in over fifty years,” but the company only closed its
textile operations 41 years ago. The author claims that Mr.
Buffett “actively mentored” the executives under Berkshire
Hathaway’s umbrella. Mr. Buffett is in fact one of the least-
intrusive corporate stewards on the planet.

Mr. Moore writes that the housing market is, “relative to
other industries, a terrible way to make money.” But then
he allows that “real estate is a wonderful way to build mod-
est wealth.” He explains this glaring inconsistency, sort of,
by differentiating between active and passive real-estate
investment. He is a fan of buying properties and improving
them—not trading mortgage securities or waiting for hous-
ing values to go up. “The real money,” he writes, “is active.”

His bias toward hands-on labor is welcome but indis-
criminate. Allocating capital is not “doing nothing,” as he
implies, and not everyone can start a business. He claims
that compound interest (the fruit, say, of a bond portfolio)
is overrated because savers cannot live on their capital if
they intend for it to grow. This is true, but it is also true
for a tangible business. A merchant can reinvest profits or
spend them—not both.

J oseph S. Moore’s “How to Get Rich in American His-

Financial lessons from the nation’s history as
the U.S. reaches 250 years: take risks, don’t be
afraid of debt, take in boarders if things get tight.

The book’s dust jacket is scarce with Mr. Moore’s
résumé. It notes that he has a doctorate and vaguely
describes him as “an author, historian, and investor.” Mr.
Moore does share some of his back story. He was raised in
the American South without money and revered his grand-
mother. The women in his family worked. He tried numer-
ous get-rich-quick schemes and failed, went into debt,
married successfully and took a big risk on rental proper-
ties after the 2008-09 financial crisis. Perhaps that is all
it takes.

Financial-advice books inevitably attach warning labels
to protect the authors should their suggestions blow up.
Thus Mr. Moore: “Nothing ever always works.” The book
often tries to have it both ways. He warns against expert
predictions but counsels that we put faith in the “best
gurus.” One moment he’s advising readers to cut their
losses, the next he’s arguing they should stay in the market.

Despite its shortcomings, “How to Get Rich in American
History” makes original contributions. Mr. Moore tells
readers to concentrate their assets and only diversify for
safety after they become wealthy. Don’t obsess over taxes,
he advises, but invest on the merits and pay what you owe.
He makes a strong argument that women’s domestic work
has historically been undervalued. For a get-rich tome, the
book has an affecting human emphasis. The author says he
regrets paying so much attention to CNBC’s Jim Cramer
while his daughter was learning to walk.

Mr. Moore rejects the pessimism of the anticapitalist left.
While allowing that data suggest a slowdown in upward
mobility, he insists that plenty of opportunity remains for the
taking. While the U.S. has greater inequality, median incomes
in America are far above those in Europe.

In his research Mr. Moore read scads of 18th- and 19th-
century farmers’ guides and homemaking manuals. “How to
Get Rich in American History” retains the moralist tone of
these earlier eras. The author seems to place the highest
premium on the words of Adam Smith. “Great fortunes,”
the Scottish philosopher wrote in “The Wealth of Nations”
(1776), are the “consequence of a long life of industry, fru-
gality and attention.”

Mr. Lowenstein’s books include “Ways and Means: Lincoln
and His Cabinet and the Financing of the Civil War” and
“Buffett: The Making of an American Capitalist.”
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK

The Trump Family and ‘Honest Graft’

mericans tell pollsters they don’t think
they are getting ahead financially. But
President Trump and his family are
having no trouble, judging

whose share price surged last summer after
the company announced the Pentagon was
taking a 15% stake.

Donald Trump Jr.’s venture

from his 2025 financial disclo- They are proﬁting off capital firm, 1789 Capital, in-
sure report released Tuesday. he Presidency in ways  vested in Vulcan Elements
The Trump clan is cashing in the Pre Y fly three months before the com-
on the Presidency in big and that demean the office. pany received a $620 million
sketchy ways. —— government loan. Investment

The 927-page report shows
Mr. Trump made some $1.4 billion last year
from crypto alone. Yowzers. This includes $635
million in royalties from the memecoin that Mr.
Trump launched days before his inauguration.
Trump Organization business affiliates make
money from what are akin to transaction fees
when the memecoin is traded.

Another $593 million came from token and
equity sales by World Liberty Financial, whose
co-founders include the President, his sons and
special envoy Steve Witkoff. Mr. Witkoff’s son,
Zach, is its CEO. A business entity affiliated
with Mr. Trump and his family members owns
a major chunk of World Liberty.

We have detailed some of World Liberty’s
dubious deals with foreign actors that may
have been trying to buy influence with the Ad-
ministration. This includes DWF Labs, a crypto
firm based in the United Arab Emirates, and the
Pakistan government. Abu Dhabi used World
Liberty’s stablecoin to invest in the Binance
crypto platform.

Binance pleaded guilty in 2023 to violating
U.S. anti-money laundering laws and Iran sanc-
tions. Its co-founder Changpeng Zhao, who
pleaded guilty to violating the Bank Secrecy
Act, was pardoned by Mr. Trump in October.
The Journal reported in May that since the plea
deals billions of dollars were routed through
Binance and financed Iran’s regime.

Then there’s the Trump family’s financial al-
chemy involving government support for criti-
cal minerals. The Administration has provided
billions of dollars in financing to an array of
critical mineral developers to shore up U.S. sup-
ply chains so China can’t weaponize its domi-
nance. The government investment has caused
an industry gold rush.

The Trumps are seeing their opportunities
and taking them, in the tradition of what Tam-
many Hall’s George Washington Plunkitt
called “honest graft.” (For Princeton history
majors, Tammany Hall was a 19th century
Democratic political machine.) The Presi-
dent’s disclosure report shows capital gains
in the range of $100,000 to $1 million from
critical mineral developer MP Materials,

bank Cantor Fitzgerald, which
is headed by Commerce Secretary Howard Lut-
nick’s sons, has been a financial adviser or un-
derwriter for many startups that have received
government support.

The Trump Administration has also offered
up to $1.6 billion in financing for a project to de-
velop a tungsten mine in Kazakhstan. There’s no
question the U.S. needs to diversify its tungsten
supply, which is critical to weapons systems. But
a firm partly owned by Mr. Trump’s sons Eric
and Donald Jr. invested in a company backing
the project shortly before the Administration an-
nounced a minerals deal with Kazakhstan last
November that paved the way for the project.
Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
posted a photo of himself at a White House deal-
signing ceremony.

The Administration has proposed establish-
ing price floors for critical minerals to ensure
China can’t flood the market and financially un-
dercut alternative suppliers, as it has in the
past. This might make sense, but a government
guaranteed price paired with financial support
make these projects potentially very lucrative
for investors like the Trump family.

* * *

Assuming all of this is legal, it’s still an un-
seemly display of using the Presidency for fam-
ily profit. It’s hard to believe the Trump boys
would be able to do the same deals if Dad
wasn’t in the Oval Office. The main difference
between Hunter Biden’s foreign dealings and
the Trump projects is that the Trumps are bra-
zenly open about theirs.

But there will be political costs—for Repub-
licans. If Democrats take back the House or
Senate this November, they will have a field day
probing the Trump family deals. Charges of
GOP corruption will resound through 2028.
This will feed the left’s class warfare and facile
narrative that billionaire “oligarchs” are get-
ting rich off government.

Foreigners may come to think they can buy
American goodwill or favors if they cut the
Trumps in on the action. Americans, and espe-
cially his supporters, deserve better from this
or any President.

The Socialist Wave Reaches the Heartland

that socialist insurgents are seizing the
Democratic Party’s mantle, and not
merely in coastal cities. Con-
sider Melat Kiros, the 29-year-

<C olorado’s primary results Tuesday show

Colorado’s primary is

genocide that’s taking place in Palestine, and
now the ethnic cleansing that’s taking place
in Lebanon.”

In the gubernatorial race,
Sen. Michael Bennet, thought

old socialist who defeated i left’s to be a shoo-in, lost 44% to
nother step in s

Denver’s 15-term incumbent, anothe tel,) the left’s 56% to the harder-edged state

Rep. Diana DeGette. Democratic takeover. Attorney General Phil Weiser,

Ms. DeGette is a progres- — who brags about the 66 times

sive, a backer of abortion

rights and gun control who has cosponsored
Medicare for All legislation. Yet she lost, ac-
cording to the latest returns, 42% to 51%. The
press calls Colorado’s results more evidence
that Democrats are in a mood to oust “estab-
lishment” candidates. That’s true, but these
challengers aren’t simply outsiders new to poli-
tics. They’re on the far left.

“We already have socialism, right? It's in the
roads that we drive on. It’s in our fire stations,”
Ms. Kiros told 9News last week. She wants that
same model “to be in our healthcare, to be in
our access to nutritional food.” That includes
free pre-K and college. She thinks socialist
dreams can be paid for by taxing “centi-million-
aires.” Don’t forget rent control.

0Oh, and 9/11 was inevitable. “We destabi-
lized a lot of the Middle East,” Ms. Kiros said.
“That forced people to believe that another
act of violence was the only response.” She
wants a U.S. arms embargo on Israel, including
defenses that shield civilians from rockets:
“Our selling of arms to Israel, defensive or of-
fensive, gives them the cover to continue the

he sued the Trump Adminis-
tration. Incumbent Sen. John Hickenlooper
barely won his primary, 55% to 45%.

Democrats nominated state Rep. Manny Ruti-
nel in the Eighth District, a competitive House
seat won in 2024 by GOP Rep. Gabe Evans. Mr.
Rutinel is a former animal and climate activist
who promises he’ll “stop ICE from terrorizing our
communities.” As recently as last year he sup-
ported a ban on fracking for oil and gas.

As these candidates win, the establishment
Democrats are falling into line. Rep. Ro Khanna,
who fancies himself presidential material, has
congratulated Ms. Kiros and claimed credit for
having “spotted” her as a “generational talent.”
If more leftist insurgents, including Michigan
Senate candidate Abdul El-Sayed, win their
coming Democratic primaries, they’ll be wel-
comed into the fold as well.

The institutional weakness of the two major
political parties left them both vulnerable, and
adecade ago Donald Trump commandeered the
GOP. Traditional Democrats are now facing a
hostile takeover from the socialist left, and so
far few are willing to put up a fight.

Britain’s Disappointing Defense Plan

he world is more dangerous than it’s

been in decades, but the Brits must not

be worried. Soon to be former Prime
Minister Keir Starmer unveiled his defense
spending plan Tuesday after months of delay,
and it doesn’t provide nearly enough funding
to meet its alliance commitments.

Britain vowed last year to spend 5% of GDP
on national security by 2035, including 3.5% on
the military, under the new NATO standard. But
British defense spending under the Starmer
plan will rise merely to 2.7% of GDP by the end
of the decade, up from 2.6% next year.

Mr. Starmer said Britain will spend nearly
£80 billion ($106 billion) annually on defense
by 2029. But in the 2024-2025 fiscal year the
U.K. spent about £242 billion on health care and
£387 billion on benefits, pensions and social
services—8% and 13% of GDP respectively, ac-
cording to the Institute for Fiscal Studies.

The U.K. will have to scale back these bene-
fits if it wants to adequately fund its military
without inviting a raid on its debt by the bond
vigilantes. But the Labour Party answers first
to its left wing. “Slash funding to our public ser-
vices in favor of defense, and we would be fun-
damentally weaker as a nation, more fractured

as a society, less able to defend ourselves when
our enemies prey on social division,” Mr.
Starmer said Tuesday.

The problem is that this isn’t the 1990s any-
more. Beyond the wars in Ukraine and the Mid-
dle East, the threats have already arrived on
British soil and seas. Russian spy ships and sub-
marines have been prowling the underwater ca-
bles that enable everything from financial
transactions to emergency response in the UK.
A inations, sabotage, vandalism and arson
sponsored or promoted by Russia and other bad
actors are on the rise in Britain and throughout
Europe.

Yet Mr. Starmer’s defense spending “falls
well short of what is required” for British secu-
rity and military readiness, his own Defense
Minister John Healey warned this month as he
and others resigned in protest of an earlier ver-
sion of this plan. They don’t want their names
on a policy that leaves their country vulnerable.
Yet even these honorable departures failed to
get Labour to reconsider.

Mr. Starmer’s plan defers tough choices until
after 2029, when Britain will have to hold new
general elections. Pray the world avoids a secu-
rity crisis before then.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

American Free Trade Begins With Credibility

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent in
his op-ed “Hamilton Inspires Trump's
Economic Statecraft” (June 24) extols
the virtues of “strong alliances,” “pro-
ductive economic relationships” and be-
ing “a nation that welcomes fair compe-
tition, rewards investment, and believes
in open commerce.” But it isn’t beyond
dispute that these befit the U.S. in 2026.

Mr. Bessent argues that “America’s
openness must be reciprocated by its
trading partners,” because foreign
subsidies, discriminatory services
taxes and other policies hurt global
trade. Mr. Bessent says that the gov-
ernment will use its “many tools to
remedy practices that distort trade
and undermine reciprocity . . . judi-
ciously but decisively.”

Judiciously? Pretextually is more
like it. U.S. Trade Representative Ja-
mieson Greer recently proposed 10% to
12.5% tariffs on 60 trade partners, pu-
tatively due to their failures to curb
forced labor. Say what you will about
the European Union, but few readers

will believe its labor laws are too lax.
If Mr. Bessent and the administration
are genuinely committed to open com-
merce and fair trade, they ought to
start by looking in the mirror.
SHANTANU R. KaMAT
Silver Spring, Md.

Mr. Bessent relies on a strategy of
autarky and self-sufficiency, which
Adam Smith proved led to stagnation
during the Age of Mercantilism.
Smith’s ideas were alluded to in the
Federalist Papers and were instrumen-
tal in the adoption of Art. I, Sec. 9 of
the U.S. Constitution, which allowed
free trade among the states—where
the economy had faltered under the
Articles of Confederation, as states
could tax the interstate transfer of
goods. With U.S. debt at $39 trillion,
the Treasury secretary needs to focus
on his fiduciary responsibility.

Davip BREUHAN
Vice President, Schwartz & Co.
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

More Housing Construction Won’t Be Enough

Your editorial “Trump’s Housing
Blow-Up” (June 25) is right that
the 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act is flawed. Although Congress’s
bill may ease some of the regula-
tory hurdles blocking new homes
from hitting the market, the truth
is that even lower interest rates
won’t fix America’s housing crisis.
Supply is locked in as the result of
years of ultralow interest rates,
and a tax regime that disincentiv-
izes the millions of homeowners
from selling.

To increase supply meaningfully,
‘Washington should focus on tax-pol-
icy changes and private-market solu-
tions that motivate high-equity
homeowners and mom-and-pop
landlords to sell. Increasing the pri-
mary residence capital gains exclu-
sion for the first time in 30 years
would be a good place to start. Pro-

In Defense of Hawaii’s

In “Hawaii Tries to Redefine ‘Corpo-
ration’ ” (Review & Outlook, June 29),
the Journal terms the Center for Ameri-
can Progress’s legal theory “dazzling.”
It must be, because it has blinded edi-
tors to the fact that, when Hawaii’s new
bipartisan law disempowers corpora-
tions from spending in its politics, this
is ordinary state corporation law, work-
ing as it has for two centuries.

Corporations aren’t people. States
create corporations and grant them
powers. The Supreme Court has uni-
formly upheld states’ authority to mod-
ify corporations’ powers. There’s plenty
of reason to. Dark and corporate money
from both left and right has been
drowning our politics for 16 years.

When the Citizens United decision

Tocqueville at the World Cup

Regarding Peggy Noonan’s “The
Tartan Army Takes America” (Decla-
rations, June 27): I am reminded of a
26-year-old Alexis de Tocqueville vis-
iting our shores. Although he found
the newly minted country’s citizens
widely prone to litigation for all sorts
of torts and such, his positive opinion
of the experiment in democracy no
doubt helped shape future French Re-
publics as he returned to his official
duties and assisted in the Second Re-
public’s constitution.

As someone who has traveled and
lived extensively in other countries, I
find it amazing to see one’s country
through the eyes of a non-native and,
as de Tocqueville later found out, to
bring back the best of the places one
visits. Perhaps we will soon see more
of what makes America great in other
places, now that the soccer fans are
soon to return to their home bases.

STEPHEN FILREIS
Rochester, N.Y.

Ms. Noonan reminds us all that it’s
not only “God Bless America” but
that it’s also “God Blessed America.”

JEFF DANIEL
Holliswood, N.Y.

viding incentives and protections for
seller financing, rent-to-own or ex-
changes of homes currently owned
by mom-and-pop landlords would be
a win not only for millions of aging
Americans, but the countless young
aspiring home buyers who are stuck
between high interest rates and for-
ever renting.

L s should be
for their bipartisan efforts in pass-
ing this bill. They had good intent,
but even the best federal efforts to
“cut red tape” won’t solve the coun-
try’s housing woes.

We can’t simply build our way
out of this. There are millions of
homes in this country held by peo-
ple who don’t really want to own
anymore. It’s time to fix that.

Ari RuiN
CEO, Flock Homes
Menlo Park, Calif.

Corporate Redefinition

looked at the nonprofit named in the
case, it silently assumed that Vir-
ginia’s grant of “the same powers as
an individual” to its corporations in-
cluded power to spend in politics. But
it didn’t hold that a state must grant
political spending power to corpora-
tions. In fact, the court has never held
that any state must grant any power
to any corporation.

Hawaii’s law is viewpoint neutral
and applies to unions just as it applies
to chambers of commerce. The only
court to weigh in on the theory, the
Montana Supreme Court, held that it
“speaks only to powers, not rights.”
Plaintiffs challenging the Hawaii law
are bringing a Citizens United knife to
a corporate-powers gunfight.

Tom MooRre

Senior Fellow

Center for American Progress
Washington

One True Church or 72,0002

Alex Hibbs is correct that “the old
Protestant mainline, once the spiri-
tual backbone of America, is in des-
perate need of salvation” (“The Re-
conquest of Mainline Protestantism,”
Houses of Worship, June 26). But the
“Redeemed Zoomer” Richard Acker-
man and his “Operation Reconquista”
are looking for salvation in the
wrong place by seeking to reclaim
mainline Protestant institutions and
congregations.

The World Christian Database says
there are currently 53,000 Christian
denominations, and it predicts that
there will be 72,000 by 2075. That
isn’t what Jesus intended. Jesus
prayed “that all may be one” and
said that he would build his church
on the rock of Peter. That would be
the Catholic Church. Protestantism is
an exhausted project and its contin-
ued existence is a scandal. It is time
for all Christians to come back to the
mother church.

BisHor THOMAS JOHN PAPROCKI
Diocese of Springfield, Iil.
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OPINION

Abraham Lincoln Remade the Fourth of July

By Allen C. Guelzo

‘ ow long ago is
it—80-odd years?”
Abraham  Lincoln

asked the crowd

that had marched to

the White House to celebrate the
twin Union victories in the Civil War,
at Gettysburg and Vicksburg. When
he stood on the portico of the execu-
tive mansion to ask that question on
July 7, 1863, it had actually been 87
years “since on the Fourth of July
for the first time in the history of
the world a nation by its representa-
tives, assembled and declared as a
self-evident truth that ‘all men are
created equal.” ” Now, he wondered,

He elevated the holiday’s
significance, turning it
into a day to celebrate
America’s national creed.

wasn't there something almost prov-
idential to be seen in how “a gigan-
tic Rebellion . . . which is an effort
to overthrow the principle that all
men were created equal,” had met
with two stunning defeats on that
anniversary?

Lincoln wasn’t alone in viewing
the Union victories as “singularly
Providential” for their timing. Ameri-
cans had been celebrating the Fourth
as “that glorious and ever memora-
ble day,” as the Pennsylvania Evening
Post put it in 1777, since their first
opportunity to do so. From the 1790s
onward, parades, speeches and pub-
lic readings of the Declaration of In-
dependence on the Fourth became a
kind of political ritual all across
America. In 1845 Lincoln’s hometown
of Springfield, IIl, celebrated the
Fourth with a procession formed at

the First Presbyterian
Church, complete with
standard-bearers, culmi-
nating in a reading of the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the firing of a 28-
gun salute and an oration.

That oration was sched-
uled to be delivered at the
statehouse by none other
than Abraham Lincoln Esq.
(Nothing of it has sur-
vived.) It wasn't the first
time Lincoln had a signifi-
cant role on the Fourth. In
1839 Lincoln served as a
Fourth of July parade mar-
shal in Springfield “in
honor of Freedom’s natal
day,” as one newspaper
put it. In 1856 he devoted
a July Fourth speech to
“that Declaration made to
the world, by our Fore Fa-
thers, ‘That all men are
born free and equal! ”
‘When his eldest son, Rob-
ert Todd Lincoln, was in-
vited to read the Declaration at a
Fourth of July celebration, Lincoln
advised him “to read that immortal
document every chance he has, and
the bigger the crowd, the louder he
must holler.”

By that time, the Fourth was ac-
quiring a more complicated force for
Lincoln, and not all of it was posi-
tive. He had long believed that slav-
ery was a prime example of “injus-
tice and bad policy” and had long
hoped that Americans would “re-
adopt the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and with it, the practices, and
policy, which harmonize with it,” so
that slavery would be “in course of
ultimate extinction.”

But in 1854 Congress instead en-
acted new legislation that opened
the door to the legalization of slav-
ery in the western territories and,
with it, the possibility that the

Lincoln

delivers the Gettysburg Address, Nov. 19, 1833.

states formed from those territories
would eventually gain majority rep-
resentation in Congress. Appalled,
Lincoln wondered whether Ameri-
cans had forgotten what had been
accomplished on the Fourth of July
in 1776.

“When we were the political
slaves of King George, and wanted to
be free, we called the maxim that ‘all
men are created equal’ a self-evident
truth,” Lincoln wrote in 1855. No
longer. Although the Fourth of July
“has not quite dwindled away,” he
wrote, now it is good for nothing
more than “burning fire-crackers!”
As he said in 1857, what was the
point of celebrating the Fourth if the
Declaration was now treated as
“mere rubbish—old wadding left to
rot on the battlefield”?

But then, in quick order, came
Lincoln’s election to the presidency

in November 1860, the secession of
the slave states to form the South-
ern Confederacy, and the attack on
the U.S. garrison in Fort Sumter.
When Lincoln called Congress into
special session in 1861 to deal with
the emergency, the date he se-
lected for its assembling was July
4. And no wonder, since the Con-
federacy represented a direct repu-
diation of everything the Fourth of
July once stood for. The war, he
said at the special session, “pres-
ents to the whole family of man,
the question, whether a constitu-
tional republic, or a democracy—a
government of the people, by the
same people—can, or cannot, main-
tain its territorial integrity, against
its own domestic foes.”

No wonder Lincoln was so jubi-
lant in 1863 when news of the Union
triumph at Gettysburg (on July 3)

and the surrender of the
Confederate citadel of
Vicksburg (on July 4)
clustered around the
Fourth. The rebellion that
denied “all men are cre-
ated equal” had now
“turned tail and run,” as
Lincoln said during his
July 7 speech. But the ul-
timate vindication of the
; Fourth of July would
come four months later,
at the dedication of the
national cemetery at Get-
tysburg for the Union
dead of the battle. No lon-
ger did he speak in the
offhand style of “80-odd
years.” Lincoln smoothed
it out to the eloquent and
almost biblical words we
know so well today: “Four
score and seven years
ago, our fathers brought
forth on this continent, a
new nation, conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are
created equal.”

From the moment of the Gettys-
burg Address, Lincoln made it clear
that Americans trace their origin not
to a race, a heritage or a religion,
but to the creed enunciated on the
Fourth of July—that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. The close of the Civil War
was, in large measure, Lincoln’s vic-
tory. But it was also the victory of
the Fourth of July, and that victory
is with us still

‘Mr. Guelzo is a professor of hu-
manities at the University of Flor-
ida’s Hamilton School and a senior
fellow at the American Enterprise In-
stitute.

Democrats Need to Show Our Love for America

By Tom Suozzi

love America. Unfortunately, as

we celebrate our nation’s 250th

birthday, too many Americans
associate those three words only
‘with Republicans. Democrats need
to change that.

Many in my party are unhappy
with the nation’s current trajectory.
Under President Trump, we’ve fallen
short on income inequality. We've
seen masked agents go head-to-head
with U.S. citizens. Our elections and
voting rights have been attacked

ability to correct our

by C Only by

Democrats have long believed
that America is great not because it
is perfect, but because it has the
capacity to become better. We must
reclaim the language of patriotism,
because our history teaches us the
most American thing any of us can
do is help our great nation live up
to the ideals charted by our Found-
ers 250 years ago: liberty, equality,
democracy and the rule of law.

Our authoritarian adversaries
suppress dissent and erase uncom-
fortable truths. America has re-

while misinformation
online amid bigotry, extremism and
political violence.

Despite all this, we should re-
main fiercely proud of the Ameri-
can system. It has enabled the
quest for “a more perfect union,”
making possible the abolition of
slavery, the rights of women and
black Americans to vote, the pro-
tection of civil rights, the confron-
tation of religious, ethnic and racial
bigotry and so much more.

Patriotism doesn’t ask us to
whitewash the country’s shortcom-
ings. It requires us to confront them
honestly while recognizing that our
Constitution, our democratic insti-
tutions and generations of coura-
geous citizens have given us the

The artificial-intelli-
gence race between
the U.S. and China
could have an unin-
tended consequence:
effectively ending
India’s foreign-pol-

EAST IS

icy doctrine of stra-
EAST oy

tegic autonomy. Of-
ﬁf;ganand ficially, India may

resist aligning itself
with the U.S. But
like most middle powers, it has little
room to maneuver.

The emergence of India, the
world’s most populous nation, as a de
facto American tech ally affects the
balance of power in Asia and beyond.
This relationship could widen the gap
between American Al companies and
their Chinese rivals. It could also
boost U.S. competitiveness in other

ded liberty, broad-
ened opportu.mty, and moved
closer to fulfilling the promise that
all people are created equal.
That’s why generations of Demo-
crats have stood proudly at the
helm of some of the most conse-
quential struggles to shape Ameri-
can life. Democrats supported the
rise of organized labor. Democrats
gave us the 40-hour workweek and
worker protections. Democrats cre-
ated Social Security and Medicare.
Democrats championed civil rights.
Democrats pushed for major envi-
ronmental protections. And it is
Democrats who must now lead us
patriotically into the future.
We must rebuild the American
middle class. But we can’t do this

parts of the Global South, a catchall
term for underdeveloped nations in
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

It won't be easy for India to ac-
cept that its near-term technological
future is tied to the United States.
President Trump’s unprechc(ablhty

improving capitalism can we re-
ward hard work and expand oppor-
tunity for every American who
seeks it.

Capitalism has helped make
America the most innovative and
prosperous nation in the world. It
has lifted living standards, created
opportunity and helped build the

Ceding patriotism to the
GOP does a disservice
to our party, and more
important, to our nation.

insurance and a safe retirement.

Patriotism means recognizing
that America has been a force for
good. The American Revolution
wasn’t only a victory for the 13 col-
onies. It fueled struggles for inde-
pendence, democracy and self-de-
termination from Europe to Latin
America. Across centuries, Amer-
ica’s example and leadership have
also shaped Japan, South Korea,
Southeast Asia, Australia, Canada,
and many other places.

Two and a half centuries later,
America is still a beacon. We
should take pride in the genera-
tions of Americans who fought tyr-
anny, defeated Nazism and fascism,
defended democracy, welcomed

strongest middle class in history. It
has powered breakthroughs from
the lightbulb to the microchip and
fueled the ingenuity that defines
our nation.

But capitalism works only when
it is shaped by fair rules, open com-
petition and a basic sense of re-
sponsibility. The answer to inequal-
ity isn’t to tear capitalism down,
but to make it work better for the
men and women who go to work
every day and want to live the
American Dream of homeownership,
educated children, affordable health

For India, catching up isn’t in the
cards. Adam Segal, an expert on
emerging technologies at the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, points out
in a phone interview that AI may
soon reach the stage of “recursive
self-improvement,” in which the

itself. If this

has amplified Indian
fears about America’s reliability.
Many Indian nationalists dream of
India’s emerging as a third techno-
logical pole to rival the U.S. and
China.

This is unrealistic. India’s clearest
path to technological modernization
requires deepening cooperation with
the U.S. and its allies. But to keep
this cooperation on track, Washing-
ton will need to convince India that
it, unlike China, seeks a mutually
beneficial partnership, not a form of
digital vassalage.
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happens, “the gap between the U.S.
and China and middle powers will
get even larger.”

Mr. Segal says that if self-recur-
siveness happens, which many ex-
perts regard as likely, India will need
to adapt either American or Chinese
Al rather than develop a frontier
model of its own to compete with
the likes of ChatGPT, Claude or
China’s Qwen or DeepSeek.

New Delhi has already indicated
its preference for the West. Since
February, India has been a member
of Pax Silica, a U.S.-led initiative
that seeks to secure AI supply
chains. (The name suggests an alter-
native to Pax Sinica, a term for a
Chinese-dominated order.) Of Pax
Silica’s 24 signatories—25 if you in-
clude Taiwan, which is a participant
but not a signatory—the vast major-
ity are traditional U.S. allies. Eight
belong to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. Only two (India and
the United Arab Emirates) belong to
the 11-member Brics grouping led by
China and Russia, of which India is
a founding member.

Membership in rival groups em-
bodies India’s decadeslong quest to
chart an independent path in for-
eign policy. Over the years, the no-
menclature has changed—from
nonalignment to strategic auton-
omy to multialignment—but the

millions and answered the call to
help nations facing war, disaster
and oppression. Our country has
made mistakes abroad, but few na-
tions have done more to advance
human freedom and democratic
values.

None of this means Democrats
must agree with every policy or ac-
tion of every administration. Patri-
otism doesn’t demand blind loyalty.
It demands faith that our country is
worth improving and confidence
that our ideals are worth defending.

That same spirit should guide our
agenda at home. Making America

The AI Race Pushes India Toward the West

substance has remained the same.
India abjures formal alliances,
which it sees as constraints on its
independence.

India is apparently comfortable
with being part of U.S.-led group-
ings such as Pax Silica and the Quad
(the U.S., India, Japan and Australia)
while also belonging to Brics and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion, a security group led by China
and Russia.

New Delhi has aspirations
to remain neutral, but that
isn’t a serious option given
the Chinese threat.

Indian elites romanticize the idea
of India as an independent tech
power. They point to India’s home-
grown nuclear-weapons program,
which successfully tested its first
weapon in 1974, and to a low-budget
space program that in 2023 made
India the first country to land a
craft near the Moon’s south pole.
This confidence has been reinforced
by the global success of Indian soft-
ware services companies and the
prominence of Indian-born CEOs
leading U.S. tech firms such as
Google, Microsoft and IBM.

Indian proponents of tech sover-
eignty point to the country’s
strengths. By some accounts, India
accounts for about a fifth of the
world’s chip design engineers.
Prominent companies such as
Nvidia, Qualcomm and AMD have

more affordable for working fami-
lies, lowering the cost of healthcare
and child care, protecting our se-
niors and strengthening public
schools are all part of the same
American project.

So are investing in infrastruc-
ture, science and clean energy; sup-
porting workers and small busi-
nesses; securing our borders while
honoring our immigrant heritage;
defending voting rights and equal
justice; and upholding individual
liberty and the rule of law.

Together, these goals reflect a
simple patriotic belief: America
works best when communities are
safe, opportunity is broad and ev-
ery citizen has a voice in the na-
tion’s future.

We should reject both the poli-
tics of resentment on the right and
ideological purity on the left. Amer-
icans are looking for practical solu-
tions, not endless culture wars or
litmus tests.

The choice Democrats face is
clear. We can allow patriotism to
become a partisan label, or we can
reclaim a tradition that rightly be-
longs to every American.

Mr. Suozzi, a Democrat, repre-
sents New York’s Third Congressio-
nal District.

design centers in India. Add to this
growing critical mineral-processing
capacity, vast Al training data gen-
erated by India’s large population,
and the potential role of Indian IT
companies in diffusing Al to less
technologically advanced econo-
mies. India also boasts advanced
digital infrastructure, including a
biometric ID system, digital pay-
ment interface and secure storage
platform.

But these achievements don’t
suggest that India is remotely in the
running when it comes to frontier Al
models. A paper published this year
by the Foundation for American In-
novation points out that this is es-
sentially a two-horse race between
the U.S. (which is in the lead) and
China.

Most foreign investment in In-
dia’s tech industries—including
about $67 billion committed by Mi-
crosoft, Google and Amazon, among
other things to build data centers
and enhance cloud capacity—comes
from American and Western-aligned
companies. Geopolitics also pushes
New Delhi away from Beijing: China
actively claims Indian territory and
tries to slow Indian progress by
holding up exports of equipment
and discouraging Chinese engineers
working for Taiwanese firms from
passing on know-how to Indians.
China is also the chief patron and
arms supplier of Pakistan.

“India may have a trust deficit
with the U.S.,” Sameer Lalwani of
the Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace says in a phone in-
terview. “But with China, there’s
zero trust.”
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I'm Gay, Not Queer. It Matters.

Matthew Vines

The executive director of the Reformation
Project and the author of “God and the Gay
Christian: The Biblical Case in Support of
Same-Sex Relationships.”

T'S been 11 years since same-sex mar-

riage was legalized nationwide, and for

most of that time, its place in American

life has seemed settled. That sense of se-
curity is starting to erode. Support for same-
sex marriage has dropped by 18 percentage
points among Republicans since 2022, and
conservative activists and lawmakers are
mounting an increasingly aggressive cam-
paign to overturn Obergefell v. Hodges, the
Supreme Court case that established mar-
riage equality as a right.

1donot take these efforts lightly. The right
that some conservative Christian activists
are seeking toundo is the reason [ was able to
marry my husband four years ago at a Bap-
tist church in Texas — albeit one that had bro-
ken away from the traditionalist Southern
Baptist Convention.

Since then, the broad support that made
marriage equality possible has grown more
vulnerable. This is in part because a key mes-
sage behind it — that being gay is not a choice
— is being undermined by those who argue
that same-sex orientation is better thought of
as a part of a wider rebellion against social
norms.

This worldview is best expressed in one
word: “queer,” which is often used inter-
changeably with “gay” these days. The two
words don’t mean the same thing. And in that
difference lies a danger for our hard-fought
equality.

1 came out as gay in 2010 after being raised
in an evangelical church in Wichita, Kan.,
where homosexuality was considered a sinful
choice. Two things helped me change my
mind. First was a painstaking study of Scrip-

ture. All six of the Bible's to same-
sex relations are negative, but the lustful and
exploitative same-sex practices those pas-
sages describe differ fundamentally from
same-sex marriages today that are based on
lifelong love and commitment.

The other thing that shaped my view was
the public argument for gay rights at the time.
The message from leading marriage equality
advocates was simple and clear: Being gay is
neither chosen nor changeable, and gay peo-
ple deserve the same legal protections and
chance at happiness as everyone else.

The faithful relationships highlighted by
the campaign for marriage equality helped
me see that same-sex love could be just as
profound and enduring as heterosexual love.
They were in keeping with a core biblical idea
about marriage: that it is a covenant de-
signed to reflect God’s self-giving love for hu-
manity through the sacrificial love of spouses
for each other.

This is, I admit, a far from radical vision of
gay relationships. Which brings me to
“queer.”

The shift toward “queer” has been remark-

A catchall term
hurts acceptance
of same-sex
orientation as an
innate trait.

ableand has with abroader shift to-
ward polarization in our society over the past
15 years. In 2009, a majority of gay men and
lesbians reported negative feelings about
“queer,” with only about one in five gay men
viewing it positively. As a result, gay rights
leaders and allies largely avoided it. But in
2025, 48 percent of L.G.B.T.Q. people said
they thought of themselves as “queer,” includ-
ing nearly 60 percent of those \mder 30.

activists, and
major medla outlets now routinely use “queer
people” as an umbrella label for everyone
who isn't heterosexual, often paired with
“trans” to encompass the broader L.G.B.T.Q.
population.

What’sina word? It's more than]us( ashift
in linguistic fashion. “Queer” carries an ad-
versarial charge that “gay” does not, and that
charge has a specific intellectual lineage.

In 1990, an activist group called Queer Na-
tion published a manifesto exhorting gay peo-
ple to call themselves “queer” Its rationale
was that “gay” was “a much brighter word”
and that “queer” better conveyed the anger
and disgust they felt at how society treated

MATTHEW LEIFHEIT

gay people: as marginal others whose deaths
barely mattered.

That i hadan
onance at the height of the AIDS epidemic,
but the us-versus-them posture it repre-
sented has outlived that crisis.

This oppositional framing of “queer”
achieved its most enduring influence through
therise of queer theory. In that academic con-
text, “queer” did not simply mean “gay or bi-
sexual” It meant “anti-normative” in a
sweeping sense.

As the queer theorist David Halperin
wrote, “Queer is by definition whatever is at
odds with the normal, the legitimate, the
dominant.” By that standard, same-sex rela-
tionships could be queer, but so could open
marriages, prostitution and public sex, even
when heterosexual.

To be fair, “queer” has certam advantages
It is more economical than QLA.+
and its openness can feel freemg 0 those ill at
ease with the binary nature of “gay” and “les-
bian.” I have friends who are transgender, or
married to someone who is, who find “queer”
amore comfortable fit for that reason.

America Deserves to Know What's in Jack Smiths Report

Jameel Jaffer
The executive director of the Knight First
Amendment Institute at Columbia University.

HREE years ago, the Justice Depart-

ment indicted Donald Trump under the

Espionage Act for concealing and re-

fusing to return classified documents
after his departure from the White House.
Mr. Trump hasn’t had to face trial, and he
hasn’t had to fully account to the public for
his actions, either.

The Justice Department abandoned the
case against Mr. Trump after he won the 2024
election, citing a longs!andmg depanmema]
policy against itting
Since Mr. Trump returned to the Wlme
House, the Justice Department has worked
hand in glove with his current lawyers to sup-
press the department’s report about its in-
vestigation of his actions.

Judge Aileen Cannon of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of Florida, a
'IYump appointee who presided over Mr.

,issued an order the
Justice Departmeut from disseminating the
report — and effectively prohibiting Jack
Smith, the special counsel who wrote it, from
speaking about it publicly or even testifying
about it to Congress.

Judge Cannon’s order should be vacated
and Mr. Smith’s report released. Thereis are-
spectable argument for sparing a sitting
president the burden of defending himself
from criminal charges, but if presldenls are
to be immune from prosecution while in of-
fice, it’s all the more important that Congress
and the public have access to the information
that would empower them to hold the presi-
dent accountable in other ways.

The Justice Department began its investi-
gation of Mr. Trump in early 2022 after the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion discovered that some of the records he
had taken from the White House were classi-
fied. Later that year, when Mr. Trump de-
clared himself a candidate for the presidency,
Attorney General Merrick Garland ap-
pointed Mr. Smith as a special counsel to take
over the investigation — a move meant to en-
sure the investigation’s political independ-
ence.

Mr. Smith ually soughtani
in the Southern District of Florida, and in
June 2023 a grand jury returned one. Mr.
Trump was accused of taking documents to
Mar-a-Lago, lying about whether he had

them, showing them to people not authorized
to see them and refusing to return them even
after having been served with a subpoena.

The indictment also charged Mr. Trump’s
valet, Waltine Nauta, with helping him con-
ceal the documents. Just over amonth later, a
superseding indictment added charges
against Mr. Trump, Mr. Nauta and Carlos De
Oliveira, Mr. Trump’s property manager at
Mar-a-Lago.

If a jury had convicted them on these
charges, Mr. Trump’s associates would prob-
ably have been sentenced to substantial pris-
on terms, and Mr. Trump might have spent
the rest of his life behind bars.

The Justice Department policy that
spared Mr. Trump this possible fate — the
policy against prosecuting sitting presidents
— originates in a legal opinion that the de-
partment’s Office of Legal Counsel wrote in
1973 and reaffirmed in 2000. It stems mainly
from the concern that requiring a president
to answer criminal charges would compro-
mise his or her ability to discharge the duties
of the office.

The department’s lawyers reasoned that it
‘would be “incongruous” to allow a jury of 12
citizens to interfere so profoundly with a
president’s ability to govern. They concluded
that if a president’s mandate was to be termi-
nated, it should be through impeachment.

It is no surprise, given this policy, that Mr.
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Smith abandoned the prosecution once Mr.
Trump won election to return to the White
House. But the suppression of Mr. Smith’s re-
port is highly irregular and disturbing.

After the Justice Department abandoned
the case against Mr. Trump in 2024, Mr.
Smith completed his report and submitted it
tothe attorney general, as departmental reg-
ulations required. Mr. Trump and his co-de-
fendants asked Judge Cannon to issue an or-
der prﬂhlhltl.ﬂg the Justice Department from

the report, ing that its
release would compromise Mr. Nauta’s and
M. De Oliveira’s rights to a fair trial.

In January 2025, Judge Cannon issued the
order, even though Justice Department regu-
lations authorized the attorney general to re-
lease the report, even though Mr. Smith had
created a version of the report that min-
imized the identification of witnesses and co-
conspirators and redacted other sensitive in-
formation, and even though Mr. Smith him-
self had made clear that the report should not
be released to the public while the charges
against Mr. Nauta and Mr. De Oliveira re-
mained pending.

In February 2025, the Justice Department
dropped the charges against Mr. Nauta and
Mr. De Oliveira, making the concerns about
their fair-trial rights moot. But just a few
months ago, Judge Cannon reaffirmed her
order, this time contending Mr. Smith had

But the capaciousness that makes “queer”
appealing to some also makes the term re-
markably easy for anybody — regardless of
orientation — to adopt as a kind of radical chic
identity label. Because the word “queer” can
describe any departure from social norms, it
becomes an open door through which almost
anyone can walk. Polyamorous? Queer.
Vaguely uncomfortable with gender expecta-
tions? Possibly queer, too.

That elasticity has helped fuel a sharp rise
in young people identifying as something
other than straight, even if they are unlikely
to ever pursue a same-sex relationship. Some
of this increase represents people who were
previously closeted but are now free to be
honest about their sexual orientation, which
is a welcome development.

But the broader trend of casting the queer
net ever wider has muddled a once-clear pub-
lic message about who gay people are. Being
gay begins to look less like an inborn trait and
more like a chosen ideology or aesthetic.

Subsuming the fixed reality of gayness un-
der the much more malleable banner of
‘mines acore premise behind
gay rights: that sexual orientation isn’t cho-
sen. And polling suggests that premise is, in-
deed, being weakened; the share of Ameri-
cans who believe people are born gay has de-
clined over the past decade.

In a time of backlash, this is not a confusion
that gay people can afford, especially those of
us who live in red states and religious com-
munities. In my work with the Reformation
Project, which advocates the acceptance of
same-sex relationships in the church, I have
watched conservative Christians grow no-
ticeably more guarded in recent years.

Even those who had, however reluctantly,
made their peace with same-sex marriage be-
ing legal have become increasingly alarmed
by their sense that the L.G.B.T.Q. movement
lacks clear limiting principles. And while the
sharp recent drop among Republicans in sup-
port for marriage equality is only part of a
larger ramping up of culture-war populism,
losing the clarity and moderation of the mes-
sage that once appealed to a majority of them
cannot have helped.

As a19-year-old, I found freedom by com-
ing to understand that there is nothing inher-
ently radical or subversive about being gay.
Watching committed same-sex couples be
welcomed into the institution of marriage
transformed my sense of self-worth, allowing
me to envision for the first time a dignified fu-
ture as an openly gay person.

It showed me that something never before
possible for gay people now was for me: 1
could fall in love and build alife with someone
without being confined to the closet or
shunted to the margins of society.

The gay rights movement changed the
world — and changed my life — by showing
that being gay is not a rebellion against ordi-
nary life. It is simply one way of living it, ev-
ery bit as dignified and human as being
straight. As support for gay rights begins to
wane, we urgently need to regain the clarity
of that simple, transformational message.

queer

Ajudge’s order

of secrecy creates
an incoherent
situation.

unconsti d that
Lherefore his report should be suppressed
forever.

The current Justice Department, con-
trolled by lawyers who have shown repeat-
edly that they are more loyal to Mr. Trump
than to the rule of law, has made plain that it
will not release the report even if Judge Can-
non lifts her order; in one brief, department
lawyers wrote that the report “belongs in the
dustbin of history” (Todd Blanche, the acting
attorney general whom Mr. Trump has nomi-
nated to lead the Justice Department, was
Mr. Trump’s lead counsel in the classified
documents case.)

But Judge Cannon’s order does more than
just constrain the Justice Department; it has
also blocked civil liberties and news organi-
zations from securing the report under the
Freedom of Information Act.

The Knight Institute, which [ direct, re-
quested the report under the act last year;
the Justice Department pointed to Judge
Cannon’s order to justify rejecting our re-
quest. Afederal judge in New York dismissed
a similar request made by The New York
Times on the grounds that Judge Cannon’s
injunction could be challenged before Judge
Cannon or not at all.

As it happens, Judge Cannon may have in-
advertently provided a way to force the re-
port’s disclosure. Before barring the Justice
Department from releasing the report, she
insisted on reviewing the report herself. That
brought the report within the scope of the
First Amendment, which gives the public a
presumptive right of access to most judicial
hearings and related documents.

Judge Cannon rejected a petition filed by
the Knight Institute asserting a First Amend-
ment right of access to Mr. Smith’s report, but
we have appealed her ruling. The U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 11th Circuit has said it will
hear oral argument in the fall.

Mr. Smith investigated Mr. Trump for con-
duct that appears to have entailed an aston-
ishing betrayal of the public’s trust as well as
the nation’s security. Legislators and ordi-
nary citizens should have the opportunity to
read the report for themselves

Itisi to
from prosecution on the theory Lhat he can
be held accountable through the political
process — and then to deny Congress and
the public information that would help them
do so.
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‘Moderate and ‘Electable’ Are Not Synonyms

THE THREE-WAY Democratic Senate primary
in Michigan is a remarkably precise micro-
cosm of the divides within the Democratic
Party. Representing the Bernie Sanders
wing is Abdul El-Sayed, a proponent of
Medicare for all who supports abolishing
ICE and cuiting off weapons to Israel. The
candidate of the Democratic establishment
isthe i pro-Israel ¢

an Haley Stevens, backed by the Senate mi-
nority leader, Chuck Schumer. Between
them is the liberal state lawmaker Mallory
McMorrow, endorsed by progressive sena-
tors including Elizabeth Warren and Chris
Murphy.

Most recent polls show El-Sayed ahead,
reflecting a Democratic electorate that's in-
creasingly furious with party leaders and
open to left-wing insurgents. His lead has
panicked some centrist Democrats. Accord-
ing to The Wall Street Journal, Michigan’s
retiring Democratic senator, Gary Peters, is
telling people that McMorrow, running a
distant third in recent polls, should consider
leaving the race so that Democrats can co-
alesce around an alternative to El-Sayed be-
fore the election in August. “The chatter is
growing louder that you should drop out,” a
CNN host told McMorrow last week.

Behind that chatter is th ion that

So all things being equal, an air of moder-
ation is most likely an advantage in purple
states. But in Michigan, all things are not
equal. Stevens is not a particularly adept po-
litician. Many of her views are out of step
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result of weak support among the most left-
leaning voters.

Obviously, polls by interest groups need
to be taken with several grains of salt. But
‘Adam Carlson, whose firm Zenith Research

with both D ic and vot-

ers in ways that could hurt turnout. She’s a
creature of the Democratic establishment at
a moment when that establishment has
never been more reviled.

In 2022, Stevens defeated Representative
Andy Levin, a Jewish liberal Zionist tar-
geted by ATPAC for his support for a Pales-
tinian state. AIPAC spent heavily in the
race, and when Stevens won, the group
crowed, “Being pro-Israel is both good pol-
icy and good politics!” In office, Stevens has
been a consistent champion of the Jewish

Haley Stevens is seen as

the status quo, and voters
may want change.

state. “Israel comes to me in my dreams!”

she shouted in a viral 2023 speech.
‘Whatever your views on policy, however,

Stevens represents the Democratic Party’s
best hope of holding a crucial Senate seat.
But while the case for her candidacy rests
on electability, it's far from clear how elect-
able she really is. Mainstream Democrats
like Schumer have a theory about the kind of
candidates who can win in purple states, but
that theory might be outdated.
Conventional wisdom holds that moder-
ates outperform progressives in competi-
tive elections. Though there’s a robust aca-
demic debate about whether this is really
true, it’s easy enough to find anecdotal evi-
dence. The most progressive candidates
generally come from deep-blue districts,
while i who flip ican-held
seats — like Marie Gluesenkamp Perez in
‘Washington State and Tom Suozzi in New
York — tend to be more centrist. In a May
New York Times/Siena poll, Democrats and

it’s inci gly hard to argue that being
pro-Israel is good politics. A February
Gallup poll found that, for the first time
since at least 2001, more Americans — in-
cluding more political independents — sym-
pathize with the Palestinians over the Is-
raelis.

In Michigan’s Senate primary, AIPAC is
once again spending lavishly on Stevens’s
behalf, but its support could become a liabil-
ity, particularly in a state with the country’s
highest share of Arab Americans. It’s not
hard to imagine that some of the voters who
declined to back Kamala Harris in 2024 be-
cause of the war in Gaza might also refuse to
vote for Stevens.

A poll done in June for Common Defense,
a progressive veterans group that has en-
dorsed El-Sayed, tested each of the three
Democratic primary candidates against the

Democratic-leaning P wanted
to see their party move left on economics
but become more moderate on crime and
immigration.
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pr pti nominee, Mike
Rogers. It found each of them narrowly
ahead, but Stevens’s margin — 43 percent to
Rogers’s 42 percent — was the thinnest, a

the survey — and who had been a
vocal supporter of McMorrow on social me-
dia — insists that he doesn’t shape his re-
search to fit his clients’ narratives. (If cli-
ent don’tlike hi re ult ,he ay ,they can
refuse to release them.)

His poll for Common Defense showed El-
Sayed faring best against Rogers, with 45
percent of the vote. It was a finding in keep-
ing with what he’s witnessed in focus groups
nationwide. “I have never seen this level of
anger, frustration, discontent and anti-elite,
anti-billionaire populist sentiment,” he said.

Stevens is on the wrong side of this senti-
ment in several ways. Unlike El-Sayed and
McMorrow, she accepts money from corpo-
rate PACs, including those in the finance
and insurance industries. While both of her
opponents have released ambitious plans to
regulate artificial intelligence, Stevens of-
fers optimistic bromides about the technol-
ogy. “We know that we’ve got to compete
against China, and the way we are going to
win the future is from a place called Michi-
gan,” she said during a debate in May.

It makes perfect sense for people who
agree with Stevens about salient issues to
vote for her. What makes less sense is the
conviction that she’s uniquely well posi-
tioned to win in November. Michigan cur-
rently has six Democrats in the House. As
the writer Matt Yglesias, usually a strong
advocate of centrism, pointed out, in 2024
Stevens had the worst wins-above-replace-
ment rating — a measure that uses partisan
dynamics to compare candidates’ expected
margin of victory with their actual perform-
ance — of any of them.

“I think moderation and policy posi-
tioning are incredibly important, but they’re
not all that matters in politics, and Stevens
is literally a worse performer than Rashida
Tlaib,” the left-wing congresswoman from
Detroit, he wrote last year.

It’s perfectly understandable for main-
stream Democrats watching this race to be
anxious. I'm anxious. But when the elector-
ate is this unhappy, it’s not necessarily safe
to stick with the status quo.

U.S.A.LD. Cuts Killed People. That's the Truth.

ELON MUSK IS newly minted as humanity’s
first trillionaire, but the world’s richest man
seems grumpy. And he definitely is not a fan
of mine.

“Kristof is lying through his teeth,” he an-
nounced on social media this week.

1 got on his nerves for pushing back at his
claims that his demolition of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment last year did not cost lives. The fracas
began after Representative Ro Khanna, a
California Democrat, said that Musk had
“possibly sentenced to death” a large num-
ber of children, and Musk retorted that it
was “time to sue this liar”

“There is not even a single dead child!”
Musk protested on social media. I noted that
1had met many families of children who had
died — and that’s when he concluded that I
was lying.

Musk’s assertion that not a single child
died is absurd, yet he doubled down: “They
cannot cite a single name of someone who
died out of the ‘millions’ they falsely claim
have died. Not a single name!”

On X, I began to give Musk some names.
Let me elaborate:

Jibia was a 10-year-old girl, ranking third
out of 58 students in her fourth-grade class
in Rwamwanja, Uganda. Aid cuts meant
that the local clinic ran out of $2 bed nets to
protect from mosquitoes, as well as anti-ma-
laria medicines. Jibia died of malaria last
July, her mother told me outside the family
home.

Medical records confirmed that, and
health workers told me that she would have
been fine without the aid cuts: Replacing
her tattered bed net with a new one could
have prevented malaria, and in any case,
drugs would have helped her to recover
promptly.

Yamah Freeman hemorrhaged while

pregnant with her third child in her village
in Liberia. The United States had provided
ambulances to the local hospital, but the aid
cuts under Musk and President Trump
meant that the ambulances had no fuel.

The strongest young men in the village
placed her on their shoulders and raced
down the path toward town, shouting en-
couragement to her as they ran, but she bled
to death along the way. Her parents and sis-
ter told me about this, and I visited her
grave.

Achol Deng, 8, had been infected with
H.LV. at birth in South Sudan but had been
kept alive by American-provided medicines
costing just 12 cents a day. The dismantling
of U.S.A.LD. and the resulting chaos meant
that she lost her caseworker and access to
medicines, and soon died of an opportunistic
infection, health workers told me.

1 could keep going. A Boston University
researcher estimated that the aid cuts have
cost more than 750,000 lives worldwide. A
study published in The Lancet, the British
medical journal, forecast that at present
rates, the aid defunding will cost 9.4 million
lives by 2030.

These figures may not be accurate; we
just don’t have solid mortality data, and the
aid cuts have also reduced data collection.
‘What I can say after visiting numerous im-
poverished villages is that aid cuts are un-
questionably costing the lives of many chil-
dren.

Some prominent conservatives leaped to
the defense of Musk, saying in effect: Why is
it our job to save the lives of children in South
Sudan? Why don’t rich liberals write checks?
Why don’t other countries do more?

Those are fair questions. But if any of us
came across an ambulance that had run out
of gas with a hemorrhaging woman inside,
surely we would happily hand over a $10 bill

to save her life.

Until Trump’s second term, American aid
cost just 23 cents for every $100 of gross na-
tional income and saved a life approxi-
mately once every 10 seconds. Seems like a
bargain to me. Certainly it appears wiser
than spending billions of dollars on a war
with Iran.
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Dark and Light: Words for the Fourth

TO THE EDITOR:

I was deeply moved by “What
Is the ‘Spirit of Liberty’ To-
day?,” by Bret Stephens (col-
umn, July 1).

1am, by good fortune, a
third-generation American
‘who remembers well that my
grandparents salvaged little
and gained much when they
escaped growing tyranny in
1920s Eastern Europe.

There were dark days then,
as there are dark times now.
Democracy was under threat
then, as it is, shockingly, now.
Mr. Stephens’s words gave me
much needed reason to believe
that we the people are, still,
the masters of our own des-
tiny.

DAVID RODMAN
BOULDER, COLO.

TO THE EDITOR:

Reading this beautifully writ-
ten column has made me feel
depressed. The president and
his sycophants represent
everything that goes against
what Bret Stephens has so
eloquently expressed about
our nation as we prepare to
celebrate this special anniver-
sary on July 4.

ROBERT D. DIAMANT

STATEN ISLAND

TO THE EDITOR:

Bret Stephens has written one
of the most concise and sorely
needed essays for these times.
It eloquently summarizes the
ideals, values and ambitions
that have inspired all Ameri-
cans, native born and immi-
grant, that have been at the

heart of my love for this coun-
try, the home of my birth but
not of my ancestors.

Now in my mid-70s, I have
learned that tolerance and
respect for all people who
make up our country are the
best practices for contributing
to the worthy goals Mr.
Stephens has enumerated.
JON E. SITERI
SACRAMENTO

TO THE EDITOR:
Re “Reflections on an Imper-
fect America at 250” (letters,
June 30):

1remember when America,
sailing ships and nations from
around the world stood tall
together.

1 was 8 and my little brother
6 when our parents took us to
see the tall ships arrive in New
York in July 1976, as part of
Operation Sail to celebrate
America’s 200th birthday.

T'll never forget sitting by
the Hudson River with our
toes in the water as we
watched schooners and
square-rigged ships from
around the world sail out of
the history books (and my
bedroom filled with Horatio
Hornblower novels) and into
New York to honor the bicen-
tennial.

This July, I choose to re-
member the summer of 1976,
the tall ships and the feeling of
international friendship and
even joy we felt in that bygone
era.

1 still love this imperfect
country.

SEAN CARPENTER
FORT COLLINS, COLO.

Teach Kids (and Parents) How to Eat Better

TO THE EDITOR:
Re “The Deck Is Stacked
Against Healthy Eating,” by
Jessica Grose (Opinion, June
19):

It is good to see that the
risks associated with consum-
ing an abundance of ultra-
processed food are being put
front and center. It is one of
the rare topics in the field of
nutrition that have achieved
near-universal consensus.

Multiple approaches have
been introduced to encourage
a shift from ultraprocessed to
minimally processed food,
although their success to date
has been minimal.

One option that has failed to
gain traction but that has the
potential to yield long-term
benefits is instituting manda-
tory food and nutrition educa-
tion, at age-appropriate levels,

The Times welcomes letters

from readers. Letters must
include the writer’s name, address
and telephone number. Those
selected may be edited, and
shortened to fit allotted space.
Email: letters@nytimes.com

from grades K through 12.

‘We know that the current
environment makes it difficult
to make healthy choices. Why
not create a generation that
can at a minimum distinguish
ultraprocessed from minimally
processed food?

ALICE H, LICHTENSTEIN
BOSTON

The writer is a professor of nutri-
tion science and policy at Tufts
University.

TO THE EDITOR:

Jessica Grose’s essay about
ultraprocessed foods and the
way they are marketed as
tobacco was, and still is, hits
all the important points.

As a pediatrician for more
than 40 years, I have always
believed that the only way we
can shift eating choices away
from addictive sugar and salt
is by focusing on prenatal care.

Teaching parents that their

own eating habits may, in the
long term, harm their babies
and helping them learn how
to make healthier choices has
to be a major part of this
work.

BARBARA GOLD
PHILADELPHIA

Musk asked
for victims’ names.
Here are some.

‘SAIDU BAH FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES.

Yamah Freeman, at center of top row in a photo held by her father, Moriba
Freeman, bled to death while being carried on men's shoulders to a hospital.

1 say “wiser” because all this is not just
about compassion but also about self-inter-
est. Aid money serves national security and
protects us from diseases. I've noted that
the current Ebola outbreak in Africa may
have gotten out of control precisely because
we cut aid spending in the region.

Yes, other countries should do more, im-
poverished countries should be less corrupt,
and our own aid can be allocated more
wisely. But note that some countries in Eu-
rope are significantly more generous than
America, spending up to 10 times as much
on aid as a share of national income as we
do.

Should liberals donate more to humani-
tarian causes? Sure. But compassion isn't a
liberal impulse — it’s a human one. It was
evangelicals and Republicans who in 2003
started the single best aid program ever, the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, or PEPFAR; it has saved more than 26
million lives so far. Some of the most heroic
aid workers I've met in dangerous locations
have been Christian missionaries, from
nuns todoctors; they would dispute the idea
that empathy is woke.

It's reasonable to ask how much we
should spend or how we should reform the
system. But why would anyone begrudge $2
bed nets or $4 malaria vaccines to save chil-
dren’s lives?

Solet me offer a challenge to Musk: Come
with me on a reporting trip to South Sudan
or Somalia or Mozambique. Meet starving
children whose lives can be easily saved.
Hold them. Look into their eyes. Talk to their
terrified moms.

You'll understand that these kids are just
like ours, except that they didn’t do as well in
the lottery of birth — and that just because
we can’t save every child’s life doesn’t mean
we should save none of them.



16

FINANCIAL TIMES

Thursday 2 July 2026

The FT View

FINANCIAL TIMES

“Without fear and without favour”

ft.com/opinion

Supreme Court checks Trump, but empowers presidency

Despite losses on tariffs and
birthright citizenship, the
executive is stronger now

There is much to be relieved about in
the US Supreme Court term that ended
this week. Chief Justice John Roberts
marshalled a shifting coalition of jus-
ticesto block President Donald Trump’s
most outrageous power grabs. These
incdluded his abuse of emergency tariff
powers, blatml mwnnng of citizenship

king effort to fire

alsare the only consistent votes against
overweening presidential power.

The six Republican appointees con-
tinue to push the US right's decades-
long project to reshape the government
by hobbling the administrative state
and concentrating power in the execu-
tive. Their willingness to jettison gener-
ations of case law and to undo key parts
of the New Deal and the Civil Rights
movement is less conservative than
reactionary.

Allhough the court protected Cook, it
allnwed Trump to fire Federal Trade

Rebec without

with their candidates. The majority
took another giant whack out of the
seminal 1965 Voting Rights Act witha
ruling that makes it much harder for
minority voters to challenge legislative
maps. Combined with earlier rulings
that greenlight political gerrymander-
ing, these rulings open the door to all
manner of monkeying with the Ameri-
can electoral process.

Global experience with would-be
autocratic leaders shows that free and
fair elections and courts willing to check
presidential power are critical to pro-

US Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook.
America's top court has made clear

cause. That landmark decision over-
turns a 90-year-old pr:cedenl and
5 %

tecting a ic future. In Brazil
and South Africa, among others, high
cuuns have held leaders accountable for

that Trump cannot si
the

laws
theind d of federal hds

done on their watch. Strong-
d this. China's

rewrite | tofithis
pro-tariff and anti-immigrant agenda. It
has also shored up the i d of

The result will be more politicised and

the world’s most important central
bank. But the votes were worryingly
close —5-4 on Cook and on the constitu-
tional basis of birthright citizenship,
and 6-3 on tariffs — and the three liber-

‘This term also saw decisions giving
Trump broad discretion to change
immigration policy and expel settled
asylum seekers, and cleared the way for
political parties to co-ordinate spending

Xi Jinping and his proxies have
denounced the “false western ideal” of
anindependent judiciary.

The Roberts court’s record so far is
mixed. The 2024 decision that granted
Trump immunity from prosecution for
official acts in his first term has empow-

I'he six
Republican
appointees
CONLNUE 10
push the

US right’s
decades-long
project to
reshape the
government

ered the president to take even more
extreme positions now that he is back in
office.

This term’s decisions suggest that
constitutional guardrails continue to
hedge Trump in. But they are fragile and
being undermined by the rightwing
campaign to shift power to the presi-
dency at the expense of Congress and
independent regulators.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor’s dissent in
the Slaughter case is chilling. Observing
that the independent agency structure
has been accepted since the early 1930s,
she writes “the Court discards that dem-
ocratic regime in favour of one that dis-
torts the structure of Government to fit
the majority’s theory of unitary, total
executive control. The result is a Presi-
dent who emerges with far greater
power than ever before.”

As the nation prepares to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of throwing off
the yoke of monarchy, it is a shame that
the Supreme Court majority seems bent
onrecreatingone.

Opinion Asia

What ice cream pricing
tells us about Japan

Mavia Hesguees

A,
WA

l:éo
Lewis
ATV

umbo, Papico, Hapifull and

Parm. To a child on a hot

summer’s day, four delicious

deities in Japan's vast pan-

theon of frozen treats; to the

country’s antitrust regulator, four
horsemen of the a-popsicle-ypse.

The two contrasting viewpoints

appear on the side of consumers.

But a price-fixing probe, launched
by the Japan Fair Trade Commission
last month and targeting six of Japan's
biggest ice cream makers with office
raids, casts a less wholesome complex-
ion on all this. The raided companies,
which include Akagi, Monnaga Mcx]l
and Lotte, are of
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The right lesson to draw from New York’s Al power squeeze

John Gapper’s visit to the Northport
power plant makes for vivid reporting
(“New York’s rethink on green power
carries lessons for the UK", Opinion,
June 23), but the policy lesson he draws
is the wrong one.

New York isn’t in trouble with data
centre electricity needs because its
green targets are too ambitious but
because the Trump administration has
systematically sabotaged them. Most
notably, the White House has killed
8GW of scheduled wind power off the
coast of New York State — several times

New York’s clean energy targets
deserve defending on their own terms.
According to Lazard, utility-scale solar
and onshore wind are already the
cheapest forms of new-build electricity
generation on an unsubsidised basis.
Offshore wind costs more upfront but,
like its onshore equivalents, its fuel is
free and carries no commodity price
risk. After the Strait of Hormuz crisis,
locking in new gas capacity looks less
like pragmatism and more like a
compounding liability,

On speed, the fast fix is no longer gas.

take six to 12 months to build, while
offshore wind requires 24 months.
Build time for a combined-cycle gas
plant is 30 to 48 months, and that is
after the wait-list for turbines, which
now stretches into the early 2030s.
The more important question, which
Gapper almost asks, is who pays. Not
only should data centres cover grid
upgrade costs, as National Grid New
Yorlk’s Sally Librera points out; they
should be required to bring enough
clean power to meet their own needs
and benefit local residents too. The

costly and polluting stranded assets
and bills that keep rising with the gas
price. That is the lesson for the UK: put
the right rules in place before the data
centre queue forms, so that their
enormous appetite for electricity
finances a massive build-out of
renewables and drives down electricity
bills for everyone.

Anne Jellema

Executive Director, 350.0rg, Kalk Bay,
South Africa

Bill McKibben

Schumann Distinguished Scholar and

the state’s data centre queue. Utility-scale solar and onshore wind alternative, locking in new gas, means Founder of Third Act, Ripton, VT, US
British defence contractors Remember, the euro was ‘One in, one out’ devolution
% o it
need clear demand signals CRYPT the UK’s biggest opt-out R Aty Biarmbriy plin 0o devlvn
The debate over the UK’s s De!encc It may be that the gap between Messrs power from Westminister if he
has bl ‘Wolf and Sandbu is wider than your becomes prime minister (“Radical
focused on how much funding can be letter writer suggests (“Brexit — 10 localism alone won't fix the UK

secured from the Treasury (The FT
View, July 1). Yet for much of the UK’s
defem:c industrial capacity,

on the timing and size of ice cream
price increases dating back over a
number of years. Implicit in the local
reporting of the commission’s probe
has been the idea that the alleged car-
tel conspired to raise prices beyond a
nouonal inflation rate suggested by

matter greatly at an time. A
fair trade investigation into price-fix-

ic conditions. They
gol greedy, in other words, or perhaps

y small and medi: ized
enmrpns&, the greater cost may prove
to be delay rather than reduced

spending.

In my experience working with tier 2
and tier 3 contractors, companies can
adjust to smaller than expected orders
if they receive clear and timely
dedisions. They can scale production,
manage investment and offer certainty

ing cartels has been | d and
things have turned decidedly dark in
Japan’s $4bn ice cream industry. The
reasons reverberate far beyond the
freezer cabinet.

Lastmonth, the Bank of Japan man-
aged to restore a policy interest rate of
1 per cent for the first time in 31 years:
a major milestone on the path of mon-
etary “normalisation”. The immedi-
ate practical impact of getting to 1 per
cent may be modest, but the psycho-
symbolic effect is considerable. It's

Deflation set an illusion
that companies are on the
side of consumers, and
the unravelling is painful

easy to underestimate how deeply
deflation shaped almost two full gen-
erations of leaders, followers, innova-
tors and consumers, and how brutal
the wrench of correction.

The BoJ's policy rate has put a
sharper focus on just how much dis-
ruption is going on as Japan absorbs
the prospect of permanently rising
prices. It comes, too, with questions
about the national relati with

behalfof sk Id

The outcome of the investigation,
months away, may matter less than
the fact it's happening at all: compa-
nies are under greater pressure to be
more profitable, while still working
through the mindset-warping distor-
tions of the deflationary era.

1f the JFTC's suspicions are correct,
nobody will condone price-fixing.
Still, three elements of the probe jump
out. The first is the statement of weak-
ness inherent in any one of those ice
cream companies entering a cartel.
Timidity was a disease caused by
deflation, and its symptoms appear to
persist. To engage in price-fixing
means you know your product is not
good enough to hold market share
through a unilateral price rise — this
same risk aversion underpinned the
deflationary period, was ingrained in
corporate dogma and may yet take
yearsto unlearn.

Second, there is the cognitive disso-
nance felt by executives who spent the
past 25 years being told it was crucial
for Japan to return to inflation while
being conditioned to practise a form of
capitalism that coddled consumers
and preserved jobs, Now inflation is
back, price-hikers and profit-seekers

capitalism that have evaded serious
interrogation in Japan for years.
Which is where fear, loathing and
ice cream come in. In 2024, Akagi
Dairies splashed out on TV adverts in
which a phalanx of senior executives
and factory staf{ bowed deeply to cus~

are the bogey Deflation crramd a
Iti-decad lllusmn that
lly

andthe lmmvellmg is painful.

The third is the implied challenge
for the government as the ructions of
exiting deflation become more severe.
1fice cream makers — asavatars of all

tomers, foran

-facing b — are

price increase (a swingeing 5p) on
their popular Garigari ice lollies. They
had done the same when they raised
prices in 2016 but this time, Akagi said
inapress release, “we are expressinga
deeper sense of apology”.

So far, so self-flagellatory. The food
industry in the past few years has been
a shopfront for the vulnerabilities of a

now instinctively looking to raise
prices faster than input inflation, con-
sumers and the authorities may fume
evenasinvestors applaud.

Under deflation, the government
got used to companies picking up the
tab for a stable cost of living. Stagnant
prices were, in effect, atax cut for uzn-
sumers funded f

country whose currency is weak and
whose labour-starved economy
depends on imports of energy, food
and other commodities. It has been

lausible for Japanese to

Strip that away and it becomes clear
why the government is now planning
to cut VAT on food: Japan is entering
the inflationary era much faster than
itha lly prepared for.

raise prices with a tone of powerless
regret, helpful in their efforts to

Leolewis@fi.com
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years on”, Letters, June 19).

Martin Wolf (Opinion, June 8) rightly
stresses the extent to which our
previous hard won opt-outs are
unlikely to be secured in a rejoining

R

He fails, however, to flag
the most important opt-out of all —
namely membership of the euro.

New EU entrants are required to sign
up to join the euro when, broadly, they
have met the convergence criteria. But,
surely, making such a commitment is
likely to be a deal-breaker for much of

economy”, The FT View, June 30), 1 am
a supporter in principle of localising
decision-making,

In practice, however, it tends to
mean local decision-making and its
associated costs “as well as”, rather
than “instead of", central government
decision-making and its costs.

‘The result is more bureaucracy, not
less. To make this work a one in, one
out rule should apply. One local
bureaucrat in, one central government.
bureaucrat out. One pound spent

to their suppliers. What they cannot the UK electorate for rather longer locally, one pound less spent centrally.
easily manage is prolonged uncertainty BANX | than the 10 years Martin Sandbu Jonathan King
over whether contracts will iali (Opinion, June 15) appears to have in New York, NY, US
at all, or in what quantity. For those mind? Or perhaps Rejoiners think that
seeking to expand manufacturing decade. So if the government wishesto | UK voters concerned about or opposed
capacity, recruit skilled workers or strengthen Britain’s defence industrial to euro membership could be placated OPINION ON ET.COM
invest in supply chains, delayed base, providing clear demand signals through the ploy of not meeting the Robots, not chatbofs, wil realise Al
procurement risks becoming more may be just as important as the convergence criteria (as apparently potential
damaging than lower procurement. headline spending figures. others have done)? Factory-fioor applications could enhance
Lost time cannot be recovered inthe | Ben Ballard Peter Beales rich-world economies, writes Tej Parikh
way funding can be over the course ofa | London N16, UK London SE24, UK www.ft.com/free-lunch
s the United States words, is less prone to theatrics but he Last month, Trump attempted a
celebrates the 250th has continued the non-verbal Holy diplomatic outreach to US Catholic
anniversary of its Seetradiunnin his still-simmering bishops, declaring that “the love of
ion of clash with US President Jesus Christ has stood at the centre of
lence, one of its Donald Trump. our identity™ In his message he
most famous sons will be elsewhere, "Take US secretary of state Marco invoked the Vatican’s historic alliance
Pope Leo X1V, the Chicago-born Rubio’s fence-mending visit to the with Washington in the battle against
Catholic spiritual leader, declined an Vatican in May, shortly after Trump “the godlnss forces of Soviet
invitation from the White House — criticised Leo on social media for communism”, suggest\ngﬂmy;omhls
hand-delivered by vice-president JD being “weak on crime” and “terrible fight against “a new set of menacing
Vance — to visit the land of his birth for foreign policy”. ideologies seeking once again to cast
. for the milestone July 4 celebrations. Within the church, parallels were God out of society”.
Sylrl bol lsm Instead, Leo will spend the day on drawn to a historic episode in 1077, But Faggioli says the Holy See is
2 Italy’s Mediterranean island of when Emperor Henry IV — who had affronted by the White House’s efforts
th e PO e S en ds Lampedusa, the landing point for challenged the pope’s spiritual to put a Christian veneer on Maga
p many migrants and refugees from authority — travelled to the Italian nationalism: “Being a Christian cannot
. Alfrica and the Middle East struggling town of Canossa, where he is said to be bent into some kind of nationalistic
hls me‘qsage to reach Europe in search of a have knelt for three days in the snow, ythmahngthmghk:whaus
better life. waiting for Pope Gregory VIl to happening in the US right now.”
Once again, the Vatican has chosen emerge from a castle and pardon him. Just a few days later, Leo visited the

by Amy Kazmin

to communicate its views through
symbolic language, much of it drawn

Rubio’s trip to Rome was considered
a“come to Canossa” moment for a

from European history and the White House seen as having
Catholic saints. profoundly transgressed.

“The fourth of July is a signal saying The Vatican extended full
‘we in the Vatican know what you are diplomatic courtesy to Rubio, whois a
trylrgmjumAmmm,wedonlﬂk: practising Catholic, even allowing his
it, and we think it's says St Peter’s on
Massimo Faggioli, a professor of the normally Via della
theology at Philadelphia’s Villanova C , or the path of
University, the Pope’s alma mater. conciliation.

Contemporary popes have often But while Rubio’s meeting with Leo
used gestures to telegraph their beliefs | was headline news around the world,
on pressing political issues. Leo's L'Osservatore Romano, the official
predecessor, Pope Francis, once Vatican newspaper, carried no report
carried 12 Syrian refugees from a of the encounter on its front page.
camp on the Greek island of Leshos to “There was nothing to say,” said
Italy aboard his papal plane. He also Francesco Sisci, director of the Appia
kissed the feet of South Sudan’s Institute, a Rome think-tank with ties
wardngladusmapleaforpam to the church. “One of the rules of

Pope Leo, a man of dipl y is you only say nice things."

Italian town of Sant’Angelo Lodigiano,
the birthplace, in 1850, of Francesca
Cabrini, who travelled to the US as a
missionary and died a naturalised US
citizen in Chicago in 1917.

Cabrini initially served
impoverished Italian immigrants, who
flocked to the US in the late 19th
century, later travelling the globe
building schools, hospitals and
orphanages for the poor. Canonised
in 1946, she is the first American
samt revered today as the patron

people to study her life and writings
to better understand what it means to
serve God. The message was not hard
to decipher.

amykazmin@ft.com
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By attacking immigrants, South Aftica is destroying itself

Dele
Olojede

n Tuesday, thousands of
Black South Africans
marched in the streets
demanding that fellow
Black Africans, whom they
have deemed “illegal”, must immedi-
ately leave the country. So far, the worst
fears of widespread anti-immigrant vio-
lence seem to have been avoided. Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa, roused at last
from the craven inertia of his govern-
ment, appeared to have brokered a late-
R

periodic convulsions, in which many
immigrants have been killed by xeno-
phobic mobs.

ding to official statistics, for-

cities than running them. Unemploy-
ment rocketed to a third of the work-
force, including half of all young adults.
A prol d i ion has

eigners in South Africa number
between 2.4 and 3.1 million — roughly
4-5 per cent of the population. Yet they
have become the scapegoat for the
country’s myriad ailments, some struc-
tural hangovers from the apartheid era,
but mostly a result of the catastrophic
failings of the African National Con-
gress, which has been in charge of the
countrysince 1994.

In the first 15 years after that historic
advent of democracy, South Africa was
led by capable and even inspiring lead-
ers, Despite notable failings, particu-
larly in public education, most indica-

night deal with lead-
ers who have hitherto been violent in
word and deed. Since 2022, dozens of
migrants have been killed and at least
25,000 have been forced to flee the
country in recent weeks, with many
more awaiting repatriation.

The deadline for all of these “illegal”
Africans to go back where they came
from was the culmination of years of

tions wer upwards.
And then the ANC decided to commit
political suicide in 2009 by handing
leadership of the party of Nelson Man-
delato Jacob Zuma — leading to an eraof
g voi s

sapped citizens’ confidence. The moral
and intellectual collapse of the ANC has
thrown the country into a sinkhole,
from which it has yet to emerge.

For the bottom half of South Africa,
for whom the bright promise of democ-

Across the continent, many
are looking on in horror.
I'he xenophobia strikes
them as a betrayal
racy has turned out to be a cruel joke, it
is not that hard to lash out at the ready

scapegoats — the immigrants living
among them. These Africans, some 90

“state capture” and i i

corruption. Municipalities have failed
one by one. Potable water, electricity
and mass transit collapsed. The ANC
has become more focused on renaming

per cent of them from the neighbouring
tes ol Zinbabwe: N bi

Malawi, Zambia, Eswatini and Lesotho,

must surely be to blame, They must

have taken jobs, and freeloaded on pub-
lic facilities. With the approach of local

elections, and with the once-dominant
ANC now haemorrhaging votes, many
politicians have jumped on the anti-im-
migrant bandwagon. Never mind that
N R e

in 1980 at the Department of Informa- -
tionin Lagos, was 5 per cent. We felt like
the proud vanguard of African freedom. -

Nowadays | spend much of my timein

are
from citizens, since South Africa has
more Sothos than Lesotho, more Tswa-
nas than Botswana.

Across the continent, many are look-
ing on in horror as their governments
hastily arrange evacuation flights in
order to protect their citizens from
harm. It strikes themasa betrayal.

On April 271994, I stood just a few feet
from Mandela to watch him cast his first
vote ever. It was one of the greatest days
of my life. Nigerians like me, born soon
after independence in 1960, grew up
believing our greatest toscale

splendid isolation of the Cape Wine-

lands, I have for the past few months *

fielded calls from panicked relatives

and friends concerned for my safety. |

Many imagine the rampaging horces

have already descended on my verdant

valley, armed with pangas. I have
assured them, repeatedly but unsuc-

cessfully, that 1am safe. The other day,a *
Nigerian friend called. “What are you |

still doing in that place,” he asked in evi-
dent astonishment. “All of us are look:

ing at them with sadness and shock, :
have just told the rest of us

was the entire continent’s freedom from
colonial rule. When Rhodesia became
Zimbabwe in 1980, we all knew the final
domino to fall would be South Africa.
Even Nigeria's then military govern-
ment was militantly progressive on the
question of ending apartheid. Citizens
funded the liberation movements by
voluntarily donating a portion of their
pay cheques. My contribution, interning

that we are not brothers.”
For those of us who believe that an

increasingly integrated Africa is our |

path to survival in a dysfunctional and
hostile world, we have a lot of repair
work todo.

The writer hosts the annual Africa In the |
© toget to enjoy the benefits of Al if we do
© not take action to address the very real
. safety threats in front of us. Determin-

World ideas festival and is a winner of the
Pulitzer Prize for international reporting.

Will Warsh
tame the Fed's
balance sheet?

Robert
Armstrong

evin Warsh is the dog who

caught the car. Since he

resigned from his role as Fed

governor in 2011, he has

devoted a lot of time and
energy to criticising his former
employer. Now, after years as an out-
sider far from power, he has been
handed the keys. No wonder markets
are struggling to decide what kind of
Federal Reserve chair he will be: it is
one thing to bark at others’ mistakes,
another to carry the burden of
leadership.

Two questions have attracted atten-
tion. Will Warsh bend to the will of
Donald Trump, who appointed him and
yearns for low rates? And will Warsh’s
desire for a quieter, more oracular
Fed open the door to dangerous market
volatility?

Neither is cause for much worry.
Trump tried to bully the last Fed chair,
Jay Powell, and failed spectacularly.
Given that, Warsh would bea fool to risk
his reputation in the eyes of history to
win the friendship of a lame-duck presi-
dent. And it is unclear, to put it mildly,
how much Fed “forward guidance” mat-
ters. Policy shouts; the accompanying

R 4 andis often 5

What will be more consequential,
especially for financial markets, is
Warsh’s view of the Fed’s $§7tn balance
sheet. His doubts about sustained
“guantitative easing” — central bank
purchases of government bonds to
smooth markets and support demand —
were part of the reason heleft the Fed 15
years ago. He still loathes the balance
sheet, mainly because he believes it
encourages fiscal deficits. Last year he
said that “policymakers . . . found it
considerably easier appropriating
money knowing that the government's
financing costs would be subsidised by
the central bank . . . It's nolonger obvi-
ous whether monetary policy is down-
stream or upstream from fiscal policy.”
He sees a danger that “the central
bank becomes the ultimate arbiter of
fiscal policy”.

This argument has a certain logic: a
large Fed balance sheet holds down
interest rates; low interest rates encour-
age borrowing; the US borrows too
much; so the balance sheet needs to get
smaller to curb fiscal excess. But scepti-
cismisinorder.

evidence that outside moments of acute

market crisis (when Warsh agrees asset
buying is a good idea) QE has brought
down interest rates dramatically — less
than half a percentage point, perhaps.
Notenough toget asenator excited.

But one doesn’t even need to believe
that QE has left a big imprint on rates to
be sympathetic. Part of the point is that
it smooths market functioning, by
pushing liquidity (cash) into the finan-
cial system. But market volatility sends
asignal to policymakers and everyone
else that something has gone wrong —
for example, that government debt issu-
ance has become excessive. QE, and the

The idea that bers of Congress

ing flood of liquidity, turns

looked at QE and said: “Yippee, let’s
borrow!” is absurd. How many mem-
bers of the appropriations committees
could explain, even in outline, how the
Fed balance sheet works? My guess
would be roughly zero. Warsh doesn’t
need to think this happened, though. It
would be enough that QE brought the
interest rate on Treasuries down, mak-
ing it easier for elected officials to
borrow. There is not, however, much

offthe hscal alarm system.
Even this charitable interpretation of
Warsh’s view is contentious. It is not

The big worry is that he is
an ideologue rather than
a pragmatist. He might
g0 too far, too fast

obvious that there is a strong relation-
ship between US market crises and fis-
d

sheet shrinks and reserves become
scarcer, banks will pay more for liquid-

cal <, or that US politic

to market crises by pushing for auster-

ity. But even if we reject the QE-fiscal
i hould with Warsh

ity, p! ing their profitability. They
may pull back on the liquidity they pro-
vide to other market participants — pri-

on the broader point: that the central
bank has taken on too much risk that
belongs in private hands. This sup-
presses day-to-day volatility and
encourages recklessness, storing up
rather than removing risk. A smaller
balance sheet is, in this more modest
sense, theright goal.

The bigworry is that Warsh’s commit-
ment to the unlikely fiscal story marks
him as a small-government ideologue,
rather than a pragmatist who simply
aims for z financial system fit to support.
employment and price stability. He
might go too far, too fast.

The flip side of the balance sheet is
that banks have big piles of reserves —
cash heldat the Fed and earning interest
there. These reserves keep payments
among banks and their counterparties
moving smoothly, because the cost of
liquidity is low. But as the Fed balance

te equity and private credit funds, for
example. At the same time, new buyers

will have to be found to hold all the gov- :

ernment bonds. Ideally, these will be
stable long-term holders, from sover-
eigns to insurance companies. But it

blecoin managers. The ways all this
could go wrong are easy toimagine.
What is the right way to reduce the
balance sheet’s importance? Go slowly.
Just capping it might be hard enoughat

first. And as the reserve buffers shrink,

donot relieve stress on banks by loosen-
ing their liquidity or capital require-
ments. Banks need more margin for
error inascarce reserve regime, not less.

What are Warsh’s deep commit-
ments? Is he an ideologue? As he takes
on the Fed's balance sheet, it won't take
uslongtofind out.

robert.armstrong@fi.com

Burnham should beware uncanny echoes of the 1930s on defence

Philip
Stephens

he Guilty Men." Such was

the description bestowed

on Britain's political leaders

by three journalists, writing

under the pseudonym
“Cato”, when Adolf Hitler's armies
marched across Europe in 1940, The
indictment was that ministers had
failed to re-arm after the Nazis took
power. The polemic was a bestseller.
The reputations of the culprits were
indelibly stained.

Andy Burnham, readying himself to
replace Sir Keir Starmer, has signalled
that he wants to be a domestic policy
leader, spending time at a new prime
ministerial outpost in h

politicians have learnt anything from
the Covid pandemic, Viadimir Putin’s
invasion of Ukraine or Donald Trump's
war against Iran, it is that prosperity
and stability at home are inextricable
fromevents abroad.

‘The 2020s are not the 1930s and, for
all his aggression, Putin is not Hitler.
The parallels are no less uncomfortable
for that. Now, as then, Europe’s democ-
racies are trapped in eccnomic stagna-
tion and weighed down by debt. The old
elites are besieged by populists. Amer-
ica is again sitting it out as a revanchist
tyrant seeks to overturn Europe's terri-
torial settlement.

Stanley Baldwin, the Conservative
leader who dominated the coalition
National government before assuming
the premiership in 1935, looms large in
Cato's account. Arraigned at the time by
figures such as Winston Churchill for
the feeble response to Hitler’s military
build-up, Baldwin had his excuses, The
priority, he protested, had been to haul
the

Crucially, the voters were in no mood to
sacrifice butter for guns.

If this sounds familiar, it's because it is
not much different from Starmer’s rea-
soning. He would have liked to have
done more, but economic and political
realities intervened. The long-delayed
Fefoncet i this

sal

plan, p
week, did include a small fi

def

put by 2035, On hislast big ional
outing at next week’s Nato summit in
Ankara, Starmer will say itis on track to

he g ot -
review. The military has been hollowed :
out by the decades-long post-cold war :

But even here, in the :

This is how
we can
make Al safe
for everyone

Sam
Altman

wo weeks ago, I joined
heads of state from the
world’s leading democra-
cies and Al industry peers
atthe G7in France.

‘We discussed the need for a global
framework for advanced AI models:
safety testingand standards, and a way
for people around the world to access
the benefits that would come from this
technology.

Today this conversation seems even
more important. The world is not going

ing safety standards is a prerequisite to
broad distribution. Figuring this out has

: become animperative for the mission of

all companies attempting to build artifi-

- cial general intelligence.

1 would like to propose a simple
framework: a US-led international
forum that establishes accepted stand-
ards, provides expert and impartial
analysis of capabilities and risks, and
makes the technology available to
nations and companies that participate
and follow the rules. This forum might
include government representatives,

{ independent technical experts and oth-

ers. It could also serve as a governance
mechanism over the labs, and guard

. against the commercial pressures that

can lead to unsafe racing.

Countries —and the people and busi-
nesses within them — deserve access to
this technology. And the entire world

. - should want to ensure standards are fol-

lowed to keep us all safe; anyone misus-
ing Alcould do agreat deal of damage.

If global safety standards
are not established,
restrictions will be

the only way forward

1can envision an effective framework
in which countries become members by
adhering to rules agreed upon by the
international forum, and companies
within those countries undergo regular
certification to ensure smooth, depend-
ableaccess to advanced systems.

International co-operation like this
seems a reasonable way to avoid power
becoming too concentrated, and ensure

* thatthe benefits of Al are democratised.
could be leveraged hedge funds, or sta- :

Already, systems that in recent mem-
ory would have been called science fic-
tion are being deployed at enterprises
and governments around the world.
Evidence of Al's economic value, impor-
tance to national security and accelera-
tion of scientific discovery is becoming
clear. In another year or two, we expect
to have built systems with astonishing
power, capable of delivering tremen-
dous value to the world. Al will reshape

¢ the material conditions of humanlife on

a scale that no technology has accom-
plished since the harnessing of electric-
ity, and perhaps beyond even that.
Everyone on Earth should benefit
from this technology and determine for

| themselves how to best use it, not only

interms of the economic outcomes right
for their societies but with more per-

| sonal liberty and control over their
. future than ever before by making use of
: the technology directly in creative new
i ways. But if global safety standards are
: not established, Al restrictions, possibly
. via actions taken by individual coun-

tries, will be the only way forward.
There are precedents we can draw on
here. Aviation safety, global financial

meet the target. His Nato coll
be forgiven for deep scepticism.

In spitz of a £15bn rise in spending
compared to previous plans, the DIP
trajectory scarcely offers anything

top-up to the draft that prompted the
resignation of his former defence secre-
tary John Healey last month. By Hea-

Voters need to know why
sacrifices are needed:
because the cost of inaction
is potentially much higher
ley’s account, however, it still does not
match up to the risks in a world marked
by Putin's war, the myriad conflicts in

the Middle East, an assertive Chinaand
aunil ist America.

rather than at security conferences in
Munich and suchlike. But he cannot
escape a disordered world. If today’s

y out of d The
Treasury’s devotion to fiscal rules
barred an increase in the national debt
to allow more money for the military.

Britain, like fellow members of Nato,
i itted to increasi def

spending to 3.5 per cent of national out-

credible path to the targ

The overall defence budget is set to rise
only slightly from 2.6 per cent of output
in 2026-27 to 2.7 per cent in 2029-30.
Everyone is then asked to take a huge
leap of faith and assume almost unprec-
edented increases during the early
2030s. By then, of course, there will
have been a general election.

These figures carry uncanny echoes.
When Hitler took power in 1933, Brit-
ain’s defence spending stood at 2.9 per
cent of output. In the face of much faster
German rearmament it crept up only to
3.2 per cent by 1935/36. The momen-
tum only really picked up after a vastly
expanded Wehrmacht had marched
into the demilitarised Rhineland in
1936.

1f Burnham is unconvinced by histori-
cal comparisons, he need only glance at

squeeze. Thearmy i 1l todeploy
aneffective force and the navy struggles

to maintain in service even a much-di- -
minished fleet. The Ukraine war has :
exposed big gaps in capabilities ranging
from air defence to missiles, dronesand -
: beinginthe early days of the cold war.

integrated weapons systems.
Assuming he takes office later this

month, Burnham will face the same :

constraints as Starmer and, indeed, as

Baldwin. The voters need to know why

fi ded. Th isthat
the costs of inaction are potentially
many times higher.

toabandon deterrence —in effect, invit-

lacked resolve. The prewar appease-
ment associated with Neville Chamber-
lain was an almost inevitable conse-
quence. Nowhere are Britain’s latest
plans being,
in Moscow. Burnham might ask what
Putin will make of them.

The writer is an FT contributing editor

d efforts to manage atomic
energy via the International Atomic
Energy Agency are all examples. Even
during times of immense international
turmoil this co-operation has been pos-
sible; the IAEA for instance came into

Democratic institutions must not
cede their responsibilities to Al labs.
The labs develop the technology, but cit-
izens and their elected representatives
must make the rules. The most impor-
tant decisions about how this technol-

: ogy is used should be made through
Baldwin’s unforgivable mistake was :

democratic processes, not by a small

* number of companies in San Francisco.
ing Hitler to conclude that Britain :

We have before us a technology of
immense and still-unfolding wonder:
the power to heal people, to discover
cures and to deliver abundance on a

¢ scale the world has never known
examined more closely than |
: build trust in the technology so that we

before. We need a way for the world to
can all get to share these benefits.

The writer is co-founder and CEO of OpenAl



