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T
he most prominent face of the Congress
in Karnataka, D.K. Shivakumar, is set to
realise his long-held ambition of becom-

ing Chief Minister on June 3. By passing the baton
from Karnataka’s longest-serving Chief Minister,
Siddaramaiah, to Mr. Shivakumar, the Congress
appears to have resolved a grievance among his
supporters, who believed that he deserved the
post when the party returned to power in 2023
after leading its poll campaign as State unit presi-
dent. Evidently, the Congress national leadership
appears to have managed the transition in Karna-
taka better than it did in Rajasthan and Punjab in
2020-21, where its decisions — retaining Ashok
Gehlot despite Sachin Pilot’s rebellion (2020) and
replacing Amarinder Singh with Charanjit Singh
Channi (2021) — failed to yield dividends in the
Assembly elections. The Congress high com-
mand has also carried out the change of guard in
Karnataka with an eye on the 2028 Assembly
elections. There are symptoms of anti-incumben-
cy sentiment acquiring more strength. As the
Congress has chosen Mr. Shivakumar, a Vokkali-
ga, to succeed Mr Siddaramaiah, the BJP-Janata
Dal (Secular) alliance is likely to face the poll to-
gether, as otherwise, the two parties gain little
politically. Besides, the JD(S)’s top leaders belong
to the Vokkaliga community and Mr. Shivakumar
has been engaged in a decades-long contest with
them for in�uence over the community, especial-
ly in the Old Mysuru region.

If the Congress and Mr. Shivakumar play their
cards well, they could break Karnataka’s 35-year
record of voting out incumbent governments.
Having successfully handled political crises, Mr.
Shivakumar should by now have a plan for win-
ning in 2028. He must also carry all sections of
the party with him and adopt a consultative ap-
proach to major policy decisions. Despite imple-
menting several welfare and populist schemes,
Karnataka has maintained �scal discipline under
the Congress government. In the just concluded
FY2025-26, revenue de�cit, at about ₹19,500
crore, is the lowest among similarly placed south-
ern States. While this o�ers some consolation,
Karnataka’s total revenue receipts grew by a
modest 6.3%. Reducing stark inter-regional dis-
parities should be a priority. In 2024-25, Bengalu-
ru Urban district contributed about 40% of Kar-
nataka’s GSDP, while Dakshina Kannada and
Belagavi accounted for 5.3% and 3.9%, respec-
tively. Uneven regional development can be seen
in the Human Development Index too — Bengalu-
ru Urban with 0.738, while Yadgir (0.538), Kalab-
uragi (0.539), and Raichur (0.562) are at the bot-
tom. At a time when States, especially those
under non-BJP parties, are facing shrinking �scal
and development space, their Chief Ministers
should focus on addressing the chronic issues
that a�ect the underprivileged. Mr. Shivakumar’s
experience can help him ful�l this responsibility.

Changed arrangement 
Siddaramaiah gave way to Shivakumar

in a tightly managed transition

D
erided for not matching potential with
performance in the past, Royal Challen-
gers Bengaluru (RCB) emphatically put

those old ghosts to rest. Having won the Indian
Premier League (IPL) title last year, RCB did one
better this year, and retained the championship.
A commanding display over Gujarat Titans in the
�nal at Ahmedabad’s Narendra Modi Stadium on
Sunday ensured that RCB joined the likes of
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and Mumbai Indians,
teams that have won the title for two consecutive
years. Ever since the league’s inception in 2008,
the Bengaluru squad tended to �ourish in spurts
and then fade away. Three �nals were made too
prior to 2025, and in all those summit clashes,
RCB choked. Last year, however, a turnaround
was e�ected but as Rajat Patidar’s men exulted,
the moment turned tragic with 11 fans losing their
lives in a stampede outside the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru. In the latest edition, RCB
maintained remarkable consistency and while
Patidar marshalled his resources, Virat Kohli,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Krunal Pandya and Josh
Hazlewood chipped in. Fittingly, Patidar dedicat-
ed the triumph to the 11 fans who passed away.
Meanwhile, Titans led by Shubman Gill, ran into
a stronger out�t in the �nal and could not cash in
on the advantage of playing at their home
ground.

Having commenced on March 28, the IPL with
10 teams and 74 matches, had a bloated air and at
times viewer interest dipped. The cricket,
though, was from the top-drawer of T20 cricket
as batters muscled sixes. The leading star was
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, who belied his 15 sum-
mers. The Rajasthan Royals’ player is one for the
future and there is talk of the selectors fast-track-
ing him into the national squad. Just as Sachin
Tendulkar made his international debut at 16,
Sooryavanshi too seems set to join that space of
young talent pursuing higher glory. For now, a
spot in T20I beckons even as the youngster is
keen to play Tests too. Just as RCB, Titans, Sunris-
ers Hyderabad and Rajasthan Royals made it to
the play-o�s, legacy units such as CSK, Mumbai
Indians and Kolkata Knight Riders fell by the way-
side. A churn is on the cards and Rishabh Pant
has already relinquished his captaincy with the
Lucknow Super Giants. India, the reigning T20
champion, has enough talent as was evident
through the IPL. The club against country debate
too stirred up as England speedster Jofra Archer’s
IPL contract overlapped with the one that he has
with The England and Wales Cricket Board. The
IPL is a massive sporting brand but it should not
cannibalise traditional cricket.

Brand value
RCB helped IPL’s latest edition build on

previous successes

W
hen Luo Zhaohui, then China’s
Ambassador to India, revived the
idea of an “early harvest” in
India-China boundary

negotiations in 2017, India responded with
scepticism. The proposal — to settle the Sikkim
boundary in isolation from the three other
sectors — was an asymmetric concession dressed
up in the language of progress. India has resisted
it. There is now a gnawing doubt as to whether it
can hold that position. The trigger for this piece is
a former border negotiator’s concern that India
might “stumble” into a damaging course of action
under Chinese pressure and driven by the
temptation to project contrived progress.
Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic
interests for short-term optics is self-defeating.

New Delhi must be cautious
The readout issued by the Ministry of External
A�airs (MEA) on the 24th round of the Special
Representatives’ Dialogue on the Boundary
Question between India and China (on August 19,
2025) between National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
recorded India’s agreement to “set up an Expert
Group ... to explore an early harvest in boundary
delimitation in the India-China border areas”.
China’s own readout was more pointed: it used
the term “demarcation” rather than
“delimitation” and spoke of “launching boundary
demarcation negotiations in sectors where
conditions are ripe.”

The MEA press release on the 35th Meeting of
the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border A�airs, held
in Beijing on May 27, 2026, mentions that the two
sides “discussed issues pertaining to delimitation,
border management, mechanism building and
cross-border cooperation” and “agreed to work
together to make substantive preparation” for the
next SRs’ meeting. The reference to ‘delimitation’
is signi�cant as it suggests follow-up discussions
on the understanding “to explore Early Harvest
in boundary delimitation”.

The cornerstone of Special Representative
negotiations is the Agreement on Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles, signed on
April 11, 2005. Article III explicitly envisages “a
package settlement” covering all sectors of the
India-China boundary. It establishes a three-step
process: �rst political parameters, then a
framework for a �nal settlement, then delineation
and demarcation. Demarcation — placing physical
markers on the ground — comes last, not �rst.
China’s proposal to begin demarcation in a single
“ripe” sector inverts this sequence and, in e�ect,
asks India to abandon the package architecture in
exchange for the appearance of progress. India
should decline.

Why does the package settlement matter so
much? Because the four sectors of the

India-China boundary are strategically
interlinked, requiring give and take across
sectors. It also guards against China extracting
concessions sector by sector. An early harvest in
Sikkim, where India holds comparative
geographical advantage, would let Beijing bank a
settlement on its preferred terms while leaving
the other three sectors unresolved.

The Sikkim stakes
The Sikkim Sector boundary is not, as sometimes
claimed, a simple matter. Clashes at Nathu La and
Cho La in 1967, with heavy casualties, showed
how sharp these di�erences are. Article I of the
1890 Great Britain-China Convention identi�es
“Mount Gipmochi on the Bhutan frontier” as the
starting point of the Sikkim-Tibet boundary, but it
is preceded by an assertion that the boundary
“shall be the crest of the mountain range
separating the waters �owing into the Sikkim
Teesta and its a�uents from the waters �owing
into the Tibetan Mochu”. China reads the article
as placing the trijunction at Gipmochi. India and
Bhutan hold that the trijunction lies at Batang La,
some 6.5 kilometres to the north, on the
watershed — which is the operative geographical
principle in Article I.

Zompelri (or Jampheri) Ridge adjoining
Geymochen commands a direct view of the
Siliguri Corridor, the narrow strip connecting
mainland India to its northeastern States. Any
settlement implicitly endorsing the Gipmochi
trijunction would hand China a legal instrument
to press its claim to the very edge of the
Himalayas, exposing the Corridor. The Chinese
objective is to deepen and widen its Chumbi
Valley and increase pressure on India’s most
acute territorial vulnerability.

The Doklam dimension reinforces this
concern. Since 2017, China has systematically
consolidated its position in western Bhutan —
building roads and military facilities, constructing
villages including Pangda on the Amo Chu river,
and developing routes to the Jampheri Ridge that
bypass the 2017 Doklam stando� site. A Sikkim
settlement would immediately be leveraged by
Beijing to step up pressure on a vulnerable
Bhutan to settle its boundary with China. India
and China have agreed that trijunction points
must be �nalised in trilateral consultation with all
countries concerned. Even if the trijunction point
is left out, China could force Bhutan to settle the
rest of the disputed boundary on its own terms
and present India with a fait accompli in Doklam.

Since the Eastern Ladakh transgressions of
2020, China has pursued multiple pressure tracks
simultaneously: military consolidation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC), steady resurrection
of the “Zangnan” (South Tibet) narrative to
describe Arunachal Pradesh, renaming of places
in Arunachal Pradesh, and expansion of “border
defence villages” close to India-China LAC.

The resumption of Special Representative talks
is welcome, but dialogue must be conducted with
strategic clarity, not under diplomatic pressure or
for the optics of progress. Three principles
should guide India’s approach.

First, hold the 2005 Agreement’s framework
�rm. The Expert Group agreed upon in August
2025 must not become a vehicle for an early
harvest in Sikkim. Agreeing to “explore” is not a
commitment to accept. India should reject a
standalone Sikkim delimitation or demarcation
exercise.

Second, make peace and tranquillity on the
LAC the non-negotiable condition of progress.
China has periodically attempted to delink border
management from the broader relationship; India
has resisted this, and should continue to do so.
Unilateral alterations to the LAC cannot be
normalised. Indeed, the so-called “bu�er zones”
in Eastern Ladakh must not be allowed to persist.

Third, press for genuine political engagement
on a comprehensive settlement. Decades of talks
have shown that the respective narratives cannot
be reconciled through legal arguments. The 2005
Agreement recognised this: it called for a political
settlement that would “safeguard the vital
interests of both countries” and set out principles
such as the two sides “safeguard(ing) due
interests of their settled populations in the border
areas”. Any breakthrough requires political will
on both sides. India should press for meaningful
boundary negotiations, not paper over the lack of
progress with working groups. The test of China’s
seriousness will be whether it is prepared to
engage on the framework for a comprehensive
settlement — and whether it is prepared to hold
the LAC stable while that engagement proceeds.
Absent those conditions, the Special
Representative process risks becoming what it
has sometimes been before: a forum for
managing appearances while China improves its
position on the ground.

Stay the course
In boundary talks, China has a track-record of
cherry-picking and resiling from formal
commitments, as it did in the case of an explicit
agreement to arrive at a common understanding
of the LAC after exchanging maps showing the
entire alignment. India must prevent the
Agreement On the Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the
India-China Boundary Question from meeting a
similar fate. If peace and tranquillity on the LAC
is the foundation for rebuilding India-China
relations, the 2005 Agreement is the road map
for resolving the boundary question. India has
nothing to gain from an early harvest limited to
Sikkim and must maintain its negotiating space
through a comprehensive negotiation. India
cannot a�ord a shortcut to a destination that suits
China.

The ‘harvest’ China wants is one India cannot a�ord

Ashok K. Kantha 
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Diplomatic
optics must not
dictate India’s
boundary
negotiations
with China

F
or nearly half a century, relations between
Iran and the United States have oscillated
between overt hostility and crisis

management. Periods of confrontation were
punctuated by brief diplomatic openings, only to
be followed by renewed distrust and, more
recently, war and devastation.

In this context the current move towards a
memorandum that could lead to an inde�nite
cease�re and buy time to address the thornier
issues bedevilling their relationship appears to be
a signi�cant step. However, even agreeing on a
framework to enter into substantive negotiations
has been far more difficult than anticipated
thanks to vastly di�erent expectations of the two
sides.

The cost of con�ict
What motivated Washington and Tehran to enter
serious negotiations is the high cost in political
and economic terms for both of renewed long
drawn-out hostilities.

The U.S. attacked Iran in cohort with Israel
believing that the damage in�icted by superior
military force would compel Tehran to accept
fundamental constraints on its nuclear and
missile programmes. Iran assumed that strategic
resilience, regional networks, and its capacity to
threaten energy �ows would impose unbearable
costs on its adversaries.

Neither side fully obtained its objective. Iran
su�ered severe damage to parts of its military
infrastructure and further economic
deterioration. However, it retained sufficient
capabilities to continue imposing costs through
asymmetric means such as closing the Strait of
Hormuz, attacking America’s allies in the Gulf
and threatening continued instability in the
region through its proxies. The danger of a
prolonged con�ict a�ecting shipping routes and
energy markets created domestic and global
pressures on Washington for de-escalation.

There is, therefore, an unusual convergence of
interests that has motivated both to look for ways

to bring hostilities to an end. Memoranda are
easier to sign than peace agreements. They are
often signed precisely because they defer tough
decisions. However, in this case, even signing a
memorandum appears elusive because of the
wide gap between the two sides.

Hurdles to lasting peace
Several obstacles stand in the way of
transforming the proposed U.S.-Iran
memorandum even if it is signed into a lasting
peace agreement. The �rst concerns mutual
distrust. Decades of confrontation have created
deep suspicions. Iranian leaders remain
convinced that Washington ultimately seeks
regime change and will use negotiations as a ruse
for launching attacks as it did in June 2025 and
February 2026. U.S. President Donald Trump’s
habit of blowing hot and cold further complicates
the problem. American policymakers continue to
suspect that Tehran uses negotiations primarily
to buy time, preserve its nuclear option, and
rebuild its missile and other delivery capabilities.

Second, any agreement will face opposition in
both countries. In Washington, critics are already
warning against repeating what they consider the
perceived weaknesses of the 2015 nuclear
agreement. In Tehran, hard-line factions,
including many in the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), will portray compromises as
surrender under pressure.

The third and perhaps most serious obstacle
involves regional actors, especially Israel. Israel
has consistently viewed Iran’s missile and nuclear
capabilities as the greatest threat to its aspiration
for regional dominance. Israeli security thinking
has historically favoured preventive measures
that are designed to ensure that adversaries do
not acquire capabilities that threaten its military
superiority. In the case of Iran, this concern
centres on preserving Israeli monopoly of nuclear
weapons in West Asia.

Israel need not oppose peace directly. It may
instead seek to shape its terms in ways that make

implementation impossible. Israeli military
actions, such as its current invasion of Lebanon
which has been expanding in scope and in�icting
heavy damage, or covert operations, such as
killing Iranian nuclear scientists, could potentially
disrupt diplomatic momentum and eventually
subvert the idea of a peace agreement.

This danger is particularly acute because
Israeli and American priorities do not always
perfectly coincide. Washington may increasingly
value stability and de-escalation, whereas Israel
may place greater emphasis on eliminating
perceived long-term threats even if it entails
derailing a peace agreement between Iran and
the U.S. and greater regional instability.

Hardliners in the seat
On the Iranian side, the principal lesson that the
regime must have learned from the U.S.-Israeli
attack is that nuclear ambiguity does not assure
security while nuclear weapons do. The example
of North Korea is ample proof of the verity of this
conclusion.

Moreover, all indications point to the fact that
the centre of power within Iran has shifted
decisively in favour of hardliners in the IRGC who
will call the shots regardless of the veneer
adopted by the regime for tactical purposes.

Tehran may, therefore, engage in long
drawn-out negotiations about the nuclear issue
but is unlikely to give up the weapons option. The
aspiration may lie dormant for a period but is
unlikely to disappear. Iran will give up this option
only if a nuclear-weapon-free zone is created in
West Asia that includes Israel, an eventuality
unacceptable to Israel.

In short, while the memorandum may be
signed in the coming days, as it is essential to
provide Mr. Trump with an o�-ramp from an
unpopular war, the prospects of it translating into
a lasting peace remain minimal. That would
require a fundamental change of attitude in both
Washington and Tehran. There are no signs that
such a transformation is on the cards soon.

U.S.-Iran negotiations, still a road to nowhere

Mohammed Ayoob

University
Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus 
of International
Relations, Michigan
State University, and
author of ‘The Many
Faces of Political Islam’
(2020)

A cease�re may
emerge, but
lasting 
U.S.-Iran peace 
remains elusive

A crisis of confidence
A prestigious school
education board of India
has suddenly found itself in
the eye of the storm
following the introduction
of an ‘on-screen marking’
system. Change is necessary
and inevitable, but
implementing reforms
without adequate
safeguards can be risky.

scheduling and
travel-related factors more
carefully so that the quality
of competition is
determined primarily by
performance on the field.

Bhavleen Saini,
Mohali, Punjab

logistical di�iculties and
disruptions. While such
challenges are part of
professional sport,
adequate rest and smooth
travel arrangements are
essential to ensure that
teams compete on as level
a playing field as possible.
As the IPL continues to
grow, tournament
organisers should consider

and performances
throughout the tournament
deserve appreciation. At the
same time, one cannot help
but feel for Gujarat Titans.
The team arrived in
Ahmedabad late at night
before the match and had
very little time to recover
and prepare. Following the
game, they also had to
contend with unexpected

review of the system and
work diligently to restore
the confidence of students
and parents.
Balasubramaniam Pavani,

Secunderabad

Fair play needs planning
Congratulations to Royal
Challengers Bengaluru on a
memorable IPL title
triumph. Their consistency

Years of good work can be
overshadowed by a single
act of neglect. The future of
students is at stake, and
parents are being subjected
to tremendous stress. The
doubts cast on the
evaluation system could
linger in the minds of
students for years. The
Education Ministry must
undertake a thorough
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Bombay, June 2: Bombay and suburbs were
lashed by heavy rain and gusty winds since the
early hours of this morning.

A spokesman of the Colaba Observatory told
THE HINDU that the rains were due to the
in�uence of the cyclone centered at 180 km in
the Arabian Sea west of Bombay.

The rain abated this afternoon and this came
as a relief to thousands of commuters anxious to
reach home.

Between 2 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. to-day Colaba
recorded 30.2 mm of rainfall. Santacruz 3.8 mm
and Worli 18 mm —FOC

Samachar reports:
The movement of ships in and out of Bombay

harbour was a�ected and rail communications
slightly disrupted following heavy rain. The
trains started running behind schedule
following the snapping of overhead cables at a
point near Andheri. There was no disruption of
tra�c on Central Railway. The Colaba
Observatory in a late night bulletin said “very
high to phenomenal” seas were likely and a
storm surge six metres above the normal
astronomical tide might also prevail. The storm
was likely to move in a north-northeast direction
along the South Gujarat coast. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 3, 1976

Cyclone brings heavy rain
to Bombay

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Geneva, June 2: “Britain is poisoning the world
with its drugs”, exclaimed Chu, the Chinese
representative on the League’s Advisory
Committee on Opium.

Sir Malcolm Delevinge (Britain) had
complained that 200 kilograms of morphine
and heroin had been shipped to Shanghai from
Germany, the Chinese Government certifying
that those drugs were intended for medical
purposes in Shanghai hospitals, whereas they
were destined for other usages and, despite
Britain’s representations in this regard to the
Chinese Government, the consignment had
been released. This brought forth Chu’s
exclamation above mentioned. He protested
excitedly against the alleged attack on his
Government and added that the anti-British
feeling in China was increasing daily.

M. Bourgeois (France), presiding, cut the
lively incident short and announced tea interval.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 3, 1926

League Council on opium

R
ajasthan has recently
announced the State’s
�rst land pooling
scheme. The

government is optimistic that the
scheme will help with land
acquisition and deliver the land
needed for roads, infrastructure,
and development activities. Other
States, too, are either actively
thinking of implementing land
pooling schemes. While States
such as Gujarat and Maharashtra
have found success, much will
depend on localised innovation
and institutional �exibility. 

Urban infrastructure projects in
India have historically relied on
land acquisitions. This process has
become increasingly complex and
�nancially burdensome,
particularly after the enactment of
the Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013. The
limitations of land acquisition are
both structural and procedural.
Even before the 2013 Act,
acquisition processes were
time-consuming and often
contested. Post-2013, the inclusion
of rehabilitation and resettlement
provisions have further increased
�nancial obligations, making
large-scale acquisitions for urban
infrastructure increasingly
unviable. This has resulted in a
growing gap between planned
infrastructure and its
implementation. Plans are often
under-executed due to the
inability to mobilise land.

On pooling land 
While States have tried di�erent
solutions, land pooling
mechanisms, especially Town
Planning (TP) schemes, have
emerged as a viable alternative. In
a land pooling model, landowners
voluntarily contribute land for
infrastructure development and
receive a portion of the serviced
land in return. This method
reduces the need for compulsory
acquisition and distributes
development bene�ts among
stakeholders. 

The TP scheme, widely

implemented in Gujarat and
Maharashtra, is among the most
successful land-pooling models in
India. Under this model,
landowners voluntarily contribute
about 25-40% of their land to
provide infrastructure such as
roads, parks, public amenities,
and housing for economically
weaker sections. The remaining
land (60-75%) is returned to them
as reconstituted plots that are
better shaped, serviced, and more
valuable. This method integrates
land assembly, infrastructure
provisions, and cost recovery. 

A key strength of the TP
scheme is its participatory,
people-centric approach. It is also
�nancially self-sustaining, as
incremental charges from
landowners are recovered during
development rather than up front.
Compared with land acquisitions,
TP schemes reduce displacement,
ensure equitable bene�t-sharing,
and enable faster urban
development while preserving
environmentally sensitive areas.
Recognising its potential, the
Government of India has
promoted TP schemes since 2019.

Land pooling is, however, not a
new idea. For instance, in Gujarat,
it was introduced almost 100 years
back and formalised under the
Gujarat Town Planning and Urban
Development Act, 1976. And over
time, in Gujarat, more than 1,000
sq. km across Ahmedabad, Surat,
Rajkot, Vadodara, and
Gandhinagar have been planned
through TP schemes. 

But unlike Gujarat, Maharashtra
failed to update its statutory
provisions for enabling TP
schemes over time. However,
Pune and the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority have recently adopted
this model again to provide
infrastructure and serviced land in
the city’s peripheral areas. 

Exemplary model
While other States have tried to
implement the model, it has not
been easy. For example, in
Guwahati, even though the
Guwahati Metropolitan

Development Authority Act, 1985
included provisions for the
preparation and implementation
of development schemes, it lacked
clarity on critical aspects,
including the percentages for land
appropriation and institutional
roles. An equally signi�cant
challenge was the absence of
digitised land records; land
records in Guwahati were
maintained manually.
Additionally, discrepancies were
observed between revenue
records and ground conditions. 

To address this, rather than
conducting time-consuming joint
measurement surveys, the existing
map was retained as is, and �nal
plot allocations were based on the
land areas speci�ed in the revenue
records. This signi�cantly reduced
the time required to prepare the
scheme. Reducing landowners’
contribution was another key
decision to make the scheme more
acceptable. Private landowners
were asked to contribute only
12-15% of their land, compared
with the usual 35-45%. This was
primarily used for road
infrastructure. 

In Rajasthan, land pooling had
already been recognised in
statutory provisions since 2016.
However, they were handicapped
by a lack of experience. Now,
modi�cations are being made to
the land-value calculations in the
State to ensure that the �nancial
burden on landowners remains
manageable. The government has
absorbed a portion of the cost,
making the scheme more
equitable and attractive.

States that are just about to
venture into land pooling, such as
Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, and
Delhi, also have to go beyond
conventional approaches. Their
challenge is to �rst convince
landholders, communicate the
bene�ts, and contextualise the
approaches. Particularly, factors
such as legislation on land-pooling
requirements, adjusted
land-contribution mechanisms,
and equitable �nancial models will
collectively determine the success
of TP schemes.

How land pooling solves acquisition woes

Amit Gotecha 

An urban planner

advising various State

governments on town

planning schemes

Compared with
land
acquisitions,
town planning
schemes reduce
displacement,
ensure equitable
bene�t-sharing,
and enable
faster urban
development

STATE OF PLAY

T
he newly sworn-in Un-
ited Democratic Front
(UDF) government in

Kerala has announced its in-
tention of setting up two more
medical colleges in the State,
one in Thiruvananthapuram,
which already has a medical
college, and another one in
Haripad, in Alappuzha. 

UDF leaders view the se-
cond medical college project
in Thiruvananthapuram,
which was originally launched
during the tenure of Congress
Chief Minister Oommen Chan-
dy, as a prestige issue as the
subsequent governments of
the Left Democratic Front
(LDF) shot the plan down for
political reasons. The Con-
gress, which is back in power
in the State after a decade, is
bent on resurrecting its lost
dream, which it believes
would increase its public ap-
peal and political stake in the
capital city. K. Muraleedha-
ran, the State Health Minister,
has made it clear that nothing
could prevent the UDF go-
vernment from creating two
more such institutions.

Those who argue for the
two medical colleges say that
there is little scope for ex-
panding the facilities at the ex-
isting Thiruvananthapuram
and Alappuzha colleges. The
government is toying with the
idea of converting existing
hospitals into tertiary care and
research centres, they say.

Interestingly, the second
medical college in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, which would
be set up by developing the
General Hospital, is located in
the Vattiyoorkavu Assembly
constituency, which is repre-
sented by Mr. Muraleedharan.
Similarly, Harippad, the seat
of the proposed second medi-

cal college, is represented by
Home Minister Ramesh Chen-
nithala, the second-in-com-
mand in the State cabinet.

Like in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, the proposed medical
college in Harippad could well
be considered as the second
such institution in the coastal
district of Alappuzha, as the
�rst one is functioning at Van-
danam, located almost an
hour away from the consti-
tuency of the Home Minister.

Desperate conditions
Kerala, along with other
States, had joined a campaign
of the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare a
few years ago to have new
medical colleges in all its dis-
tricts. It appears that the State
Health Minister has over-
looked the fact that Kerala has
one medical college each in all
of its 14 districts, and that ma-
ny of them, which were inaug-
urated at least a decade ago,
are still in their nascent stage.
With little infrastructure, an
insu�cient number of teach-
ing faculty and support sta�,
and a large number of pa-
tients, some of the medical
colleges in the less developed
regions of the State need sup-
port desperately.

The government’s move to
have one more medical col-
lege in the two districts seems
to be a case of misplaced
priorities with respect to pu-
blic health. Several public
health experts have been
sounding the alarm that the

famed public healthcare mo-
del of Kerala could collapse at
any moment due to the tre-
mendous pressure under
which the system is function-
ing, and the lack of adequate
government patronage in the
form of timely recruitment of
sta�, �nancial support, and
upgradation of facilities.
While setting up new institu-
tions may earn the govern-
ment brownie points, it could
come at the expense of the ex-
isting institutions of the State.

It is also time for the State
government to ponder why
the younger generation of
doctors are turning away from
medical colleges. Besides the
comparatively poor pay, lack
of modern research and medi-
cal facilities, and the uncer-
tainties of transfers and politi-
cal interventions in the
service, might be acting as a
deterrent for such youngsters.
The medical and the non-
medical sta� are being over-
worked in these hospitals,
which has hit the e�ciency
and quality of the services of-
fered to the general public.

During the second term of
the LDF government, it was
the Health Ministry that came
under severe public criticism.
From building collapses to
doctors taking to social media
to vent out their despair re-
garding the absence of essen-
tial facilities including surgical
materials for performing cru-
cial surgeries, shortage of
medicines, wrong diagnoses
and complaints of medical ne-
gligence, the crisis in the
health sector played a signi�-
cant part in turning public
opinion against the previous
government.

Strengthening the existing
network of public healthcare
institutions, and not building
new ones, should be the prior-
ity at this juncture in the State. 

sudhi.ks@thehindu.co.in

Need to strengthen existing health facilities

The famed public healthcare model of Kerala is under tremendous stress

K. S. Sudhi

B
y the time the men’s 100m
�nal began at the Federa-
tion Cup in Ranchi on May

23, 2026, India’s national record
had already changed hands twice
within that tournament — a �rst in
Indian sprinting. A day earlier, Gu-
rindervir Singh had lowered the
national record to 10.17 seconds in
the �rst semi�nals. Minutes later,
Animesh Kujur reclaimed it with
10.15 seconds in the second semi-
�nal. Gurindervir seized the op-
portunity the �nal o�ered. His
time of 10.09 seconds not only res-
tored the record to his name but
also made him the �rst Indian to
break the 10.1-second barrier.

The achievement marked the
latest chapter in a rivalry that is
transforming Indian sprinting.
Anil Kumar’s national record of
10.21 seconds had remained un-
beaten since 2000. By clocking
10.18 seconds, Animesh not only
broke that in July 2025, but be-
came the �rst Indian to cross the
10.2-second barrier.

While it took 25 years for Indian
men’s sprinting to breach the 10.2-
second barrier, it has seen a dra-
matic leap forward since then.
With Gurindervir’s 10.09 seconds,
followed by Animesh’s 10.15 and
10.18 seconds, and Manikanta Ho-
blidhar’s 10.19 seconds, four of the
�ve fastest 100m sprints by Indian
men have been recorded in the last
two seasons. But where does In-
dia’s fastest-ever sprinter stand in
the global arena?

An analysis of World Athletics’
all-time men’s 100m lists shows
both the signi�cance of Gurinder-
vir’s breakthrough and how far In-
dia remains from sprinting’s elite.
On the global all-time list, Gurin-
dervir’s record ranks only 524th.

At the very top, the sport re-
mains remarkably concentrated.
Ten of the top 11 performances be-
long to sprinters from just two
countries — Jamaica and the U.S.

Jamaica’s Usain Bolt holds the
world record at 9.58 seconds.
American Tyson Gay shares the se-
cond-fastest time in history at 9.69
seconds. The only exception is Ke-
nya’s Ferdinand Omanyala, whose
9.77-second run shares the 10th
place (Chart 1).

The sub-10-second barrier re-
mains one of athletics’ most exclu-
sive benchmarks. More than half a
century after electronic timing be-
came the standard in 1968, only 39
countries have produced athletes
with 100m runs recorded under 10
seconds (Chart 2).

Martin Owens, Animesh’s
coach, told The Hindu that break-
ing that barrier requires far more
than raw speed. “You need natural
talent. You need good facilities.
You need good recovery and med-
ical backup. You need an intelli-
gent programme,” Mr. Owens said,
adding that coaching from an early
age, �nancial support and interna-
tional exposure are also crucial.

When every country’s fastest
man ever is compared, India sits at
around 65th among 182 nations.
Several nations with populations
under 1.5 crore rank ahead of In-
dia, including Trinidad and Toba-
go, Botswana and Namibia.

It is notable that the fastest
sprint performances are usually
recorded with a helping breeze.
An analysis of the best perfor-
mances from these 182 nations
shows that 139 were achieved with
tailwinds between 0.1 and 2
metres per second, while only 17
came while facing headwinds
(Chart 3). Even slight wind assis-
tance matters in an event decided
by hundredths of a second.

Four of India’s top �ve perfor-
mances, including Gurindervir’s,
were recorded with tailwinds. Ho-
wever, his national record came
with a relatively modest breeze of
0.3 metres per second, indicating
scope for faster performances un-
der more favourable conditions. 

Gurindervir, after setting the
new record, told the media that
the world would soon see Indians
running below 10 seconds. 

The �nish line is still far for Indian sprinting
Gurindervir Singh’s national-record, 10.09s, ranks 524th on the all-time list; only 39 countries have broken the 10-second barrier

Devyanshi Bihani
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Cases �led in 50 days
of J&K’s campaign
against drug tra�cking

176
In the first 50 days of

Jammu and Kashmir’s

campaign against drug

trafficking, 176 cases were registered under

the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances Act, and 202 accused persons

were arrested or detained, police said on

Tuesday. The zero-tolerance policy towards

narcotics has yielded significant results,

Jammu SSP Joginder Singh said. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

The death toll from
Russian strikes on
Ukraine

18
The death toll from Russian

strikes on Ukraine overnight

rose to 18, officials said on

Tuesday, hours after Moscow’s forces

launched hundreds of drones and dozens

of missiles across the country. The mayor

of Kyiv announced that six people had

been killed and 66 wounded in the capital,

while authorities in the city of Dnipro said

that 12 people had died in the attack. AFP

Number of mortgages
approved by U.K.
lenders in April

65,945
The

number

of

mortgages approved by British lenders for

house purchases rose to a three-month

high of 65,945 in April from 63,979 in

March, according to Bank of England data

on Tuesday. April’s approvals were well

above the 62,000 median forecast in a

Reuters poll of economists. REUTERS

Eurozone in�ation 
in May due to the 
war in West Asia 

3.20
in per cent. Eurozone

inflation rose in May

as the West Asia

conflict sent energy costs soaring, official

data showed Tuesday, reinforcing the

likelihood of an interest rate increase in the

single currency area. Consumer price rises

accelerated to 3.2 per cent last month, the

EU’s statistics agency Eurostat said, up

from 3.0 percent in April. AFP

Value of defence
exports by Israel 
in 2025

19.2
in $ billion. Israeli arms

exports have reached

an all-time high for the

fifth consecutive year, hitting more than

$19 billion in 2025, the Defence Ministry

announced Tuesday. Missile, rocket and air

defence systems were the lead exports, it

said, adding that a “surge was recorded in

observation and optronics systems”. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

N
ITI Aayog’s Frontier Tech Hub
released a report last week that
had two main messages: �rst,
that India faces steep challenges

in developing world-class semiconductor
manufacturing capabilities, and second,
that national interest necessitated
pursuing this �eld doggedly regardless of
those di�culties. 

The Union government has made
chipmaking a priority, since
semiconductors are a part of nearly all
electronics, from consumer gadgets to
defence gear. Yet, India does not have a
single fabrication unit, with the �rst
expected to open in Dholera, Gujarat by
2028, with a total of ten in various stages
of development. Multiple semiconductor
packaging and testing facilities have been
generously subsidised and supported by
the Union government (as well as some
State governments), through initiatives
like the India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM).

The ISM is a ₹76,000 crore corpus, and
it is almost fully earmarked to projects
across semiconductor fabs, incentives for
component manufacturing, and bulk
subscriptions to industry-grade
semiconductor design applications for
students and academia. While the most
cutting edge and ambitious projects —
fabs — have received capital subsidies of
upwards of 50%, other projects have
received production- or output-linked
incentives.

The report, titled ‘Future of India’s
Semiconductor Industry’, reiterates that
these are yet early days for the
semiconductor industry, since even chips
used in domestic electronics assembly
operations are largely sourced from
outside the country. “India’s local
ecosystem is not ready to fully meet
domestic demand for semiconductors,”
the report said. But it insisted that there

was still a need to manufacture locally, as
geopolitical pressures like a disaster in
Taiwan could massively disrupt the
electronics supply chain. “As many
semiconductor parts used in defence
systems are produced outside India,
deploying them in our aerospace and
defence programmes is increasing threats
to national security,” the report adds. 

The sector “requires sustained,
mission-mode commitment over a decade
or more,” the report said.

Fab gestation
The report points to several challenges in
this indigenisation process, not least of
which is the time involved. “Typically, fab
units require four to �ve years before
commencing production,” the report
points out. “During the gestation phase,
these units need to invest in purchasing
more than 50 specialised equipment from
global players. Even after the production
is over, processes like yield optimisation
and reliability test take several quarters

before chips reach the market.”
Developing talent to work in these fabs is
also, as a result, time consuming, the
report says.

The report urges the government to
work on “building sovereign design and
research capabilities, R&D excellence and
harnessing agentic AI for semiconductor
engineering,” since “building deep
capabilities” in materials sciences and
silicon designing will “move India from a
services-led design base to a creator of
di�erentiated IP, architectures and
integration technologies that de�ne next
generation systems.”

Capital investment
While the details on the second phase of
the India Semiconductor Mission are yet
to be revealed, the report pegs the
necessary capital expenditure from the
state at $45-60 billion over a period of ten
years. This amount should, however, be
spent on projects where the risk is less
and “bankability” can assure returns to

investors, the report warns. This
translates to a shift away from directing
public funds towards frontier chips,
whose transistors are the smallest — 3 to 7
nanometres — and towards “mature,
advanced—aligned with strategic
relevance—as well as compound nodes,”
the report says.

The report is key in understanding the
potential scope of ISM 2.0, since its
ambition is de�ned and largely stays out
of big-ticket frontier fab projects. It
advocates, for instance, “selective depth,
capital e�ciency and system-level
di�erentiation, rather than attempting to
replicate the full global manufacturing
spectrum.” 

For instance, packaging, which is
among the last steps of a chipmaking
process, and less expensive and complex
than fabrication, is identi�ed as a “core
production pillar, not a downstream
activity” in the report. The report calls for
“[r]apid import substitution in high
volume domestic segments”.

Trusted partners
The report implies that China is an
adversary in chipmaking in spite of the
recent thaw in relations. In a list of
“priority partners,” the report highlights
the U.S., Japan, the European Union, and
South Korea as partners with whom to
work to get “access to critical tools,
equipment servicing and lifecycle
support,” and to take advantage of
“India’s market scale, talent base and
packaging capacity.” 

“With sustained commitment and
strategic clarity, India can build a
competitive semiconductor ecosystem
that strengthens economic resilience and
positions the nation as a key player in the
future of advanced technology,” the
report concludes. IT Secretary S.
Krishnan welcomed the report as a
“structured, actionable framework,” and
said in a foreword that, “India is well
positioned to convert its semiconductor
ambition into enduring industrial and
strategic reality”.

The future of India’s chip industry
A new NITI Aayog report says India’s semiconductor ecosystem is not yet equipped to fully meet domestic demand, while stressing the need to strengthen local

manufacturing, as geopolitical pressures could potentially disrupt the electronics supply chain
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The Union government has
made semiconductor
manufacturing a priority, but
India does not yet have a
fabrication unit. A recent report
by NITI Aayog’s Frontier Tech
Hub underscores the need to
bolster local manufacturing.

�

The report urges the
government to work on
‘building sovereign design and
research capabilities, R&D
excellence and harnessing
agentic AI for semiconductor
engineering’.

Aroon Deep

I
ndia’s electri�cation of road
transport has entered a decisive
growth phase. Around 2.5 million
vehicles were sold in FY26, a

signi�cant increase from FY25. This
momentum re�ects the e�ectiveness of
policy support from both the Centre and
the States, including upfront purchase
incentives, road tax exemptions and other
demand-side interventions. These
measures helped create the initial market,
reduce consumer hesitation, and
establish electric vehicles (EVs) as a
credible and tested technology.

Import dependence
The next phase of EV adoption demands
a di�erent policy and industrial logic. As
the sector scales, India is moving away
from imported fossil fuels, only to �nd
itself becoming increasingly dependent

on imported lithium-ion batteries. The
challenge is no longer how quickly India
can electrify transport, but how it can do
so without creating a new strategic
vulnerability. EV growth must now be
judged by three additional metrics:
supply chain resilience, strategic
autonomy, and long-term sustainability.

India’s domestic cell manufacturing is
still far below the scale needed to alter
import dependence meaningfully. Under
the ACC Battery Production Linked
Incentive scheme, 40 GWh of capacity
has been awarded, but only about 1 GWh
has been installed so far. Meanwhile,
passenger EVs sold in India are sourcing
batteries from 14 global manufacturers,
with 7,987 MWh imported in 2025. Of
this, a signi�cant share came from
Chinese manufacturers, highlighting that
increasing EV sales are tightly correlated
with increasing imports from China.

This concentration creates a structural
risk for Indian EV OEMs (original

equipment manufacturers). Battery
supply is increasingly exposed to a
single-country ecosystem that is shaped
by policy, geopolitics, and industrial
strategy outside India’s control. Several
developments in China are in�uencing
pricing and availability, like tighter
technology restrictions, prioritisation of
domestic demand, withdrawal of VAT
exemptions on battery exports, and
more. Additionally, the West Asia con�ict
has compounded the pressure through
higher raw material costs, elevated
manufacturing expenses in China, and
rising transport and risk premiums. 

The consequences extend beyond OEM
balance sheets. Battery in�ation delays
price parity with internal combustion
engine (ICE) vehicles and slows the shift
from early adopters to mass-market
buyers. In a market as price-sensitive as
India’s, rising cell costs can con�ne EVs to
premium segments and place national
adoption targets at risk if the situation

persists and OEMs are forced to pass on
higher costs to consumers.

This requires a holistic situational
assessment and identifying key
interventions in the short to medium
term. The near-term response must be
pragmatic. Many OEMs already talk of a
“China + 1” sourcing strategy, but actual
supplier diversity varies widely by
segment. Higher-end EVs are increasingly
paired with non-Chinese NMC batteries,
while cost-sensitive mass-market models
continue to rely on cheaper Chinese LFP
cells. True diversi�cation, across
suppliers, chemistries, and geographies,
may raise costs initially; but it signi�cantly
lowers the risk of strategic disruption over
time.

Product modi�cations
The cost shock should also drive
product-level discipline. OEMs need to
design EVs around e�ciency, lighter
architectures, more e�ective drivetrains,
smarter software calibration, and battery
right-sizing aligned with actual usage
rather than aspirational range. India’s
market may ultimately reward lean,
purpose-built electri�cation over
oversized vehicles designed around
imported battery economics.
Software-de�ned battery platforms that
support multiple chemistries without
hardware redesign would further improve
�exibility as the cell market evolves.
Moreover, Indian manufacturers should

begin type-testing vehicles across
emerging chemistries, including
sodium-ion batteries. Sodium-ion is not
yet a full substitute for lithium-ion across
all use cases, but it could serve as a
meaningful hedge as production scales
domestically, broadening the technology
base and reducing dependence on any
single chemistry or supplier.

Further, India’s path forward lies in
building a structured ‘EV supply chain
alliance’ with trusted partners, one that
spans minerals, manufacturing,
technology, and standards. Such an
alliance would distribute risk across
geographies, deepen domestic capability
over time, and ensure that no single
external disruption can stall India’s
electri�cation agenda. 

The EV transition is no longer
straightforward and the recent
disruptions underscore the need for a
more resilient approach. India has
already demonstrated that it can create
demand for clean mobility. The next test
is whether it can build the industrial
depth to sustain that demand without
becoming dependent on a single external
bottleneck. 
(Jaideep Saraswat is the Associate Director
of the Clean Power, Electric Mobility &
Emerging Technologies vertical at Vasudha
Foundation. Akanksha Golchha is Senior
Associate (non-resident) with the Chair on
India & Emerging Asia Economics at Center
for Strategic and International Studies.)

The need for strengthening
India’s EV supply chains
As EV adoption gathers pace, there is a greater need to focus on reducing vulnerability to external shocks

Jaideep Saraswat 
Akanksha Golchha

Follow us facebook.com/thehindu X.com/the_hindu instagram.com/the_hindu

Delhi � www.thehindu.com � Wednesday, June 3, 2026

10

Text&Context
0 

e2145468

e2145468



M ND-NDECM
YK

For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

When Fidel Castro took the UN General
Assembly rostrum in 1960, the Cuban
leader spoke for over four hours. Which
Indian diplomat’s speech at the Security
Council across three meetings over two
days in 1957 lasted more than eight
hours?
X

QUESTION 2

“Yesterday, the devil came here — right
here. And it smells of sulphur still today.”
Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez
made this remark from the UN stage in
2006. Who was he referring to?
X

QUESTION 3

In February 2003, a tapestry
reproduction of the anti-war mural
“Guernica”, displayed outside the UN

Security Council chamber, was covered
shortly before U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell made the case for invading Iraq.
Which Spanish artist painted the original
1937 masterpiece?
X

QUESTION 4

“I have come with a freedom fighter’s gun
in one hand and an olive branch in the
other. Do not let the olive branch fall from
my hand”. Identify the Palestinian leader
who made the statement after being
invited to address the UN General
Assembly in 1974 at the request of the
Non-Aligned Movement.
X

QUESTION 5

“We are not gays”, declared this
Zimbabwean President during his General
Assembly speech in 2015. The leader, who
was 91 at the time, was known for his
staunchly anti-homosexual stance
throughout his decades-long rule.

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. Apart from Royal Challengers Bengaluru, these
two teams have defended their crowns. Ans: Chennai

Super Kings and Mumbai Indians

2. The only batter to have scored two tons. Ans: CSK’s

Sanju Samson

3. The Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket
Stadium and Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium are
located in these State capitals. Ans: Raipur and

Hyderabad

4. A unique factor about Match 38 played on April 26.
Ans: It was the only one to be decided by a Super

Over where KKR prevailed over the host LSG

5.The first player to win back-to-titles with two di�erent
teams. Ans: Krunal Pandya (MI in 2019 & 20) and

RCB (25 & 26)

6. Teenage sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi won these
o�icial awards. Ans: Most Valuable Player (₹15 lakh),

Emerging player (₹10 lakh), Super Striker (Tata

Sierra SUV) and Super Sixes (₹10 lakh)

Visual: Name this bowler who was the only one to take
five wickets in a match. Ans: Mohsin Khan (LSG)

Early birds: Elango P. | Amit Saxena

THE DAILY QUIZ

When world leaders take centre stage, theatrics are never far behind. A quiz on the
quirky, chaotic and rhetoric-driven world of United Nations speeches

X

Identify the Soviet leader in the image. The
Premier is alleged to have banged his shoe on
his desk during a heated UN discussion in 1960.
Historians still debate whether he slammed his
shoe repeatedly, merely waved it, or whether
later retellings exaggerated the event. AP

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

“Hi, come on in! Haven’t seen you in a
while.”

“I was busy with my exams. What have
you been up to? Good God, what’s all this
mess?”

“Just rearranging some of the stu�. Do
you think you could....”

“....I smell Sujatha’s perfume. Was she
here by any chance?”

“That’s some nose you have. Yes, she
came in at about ten this morning and
parked herself on that stool over there.”

“Parked herself? What do you think
she is? A car?”

“Even people park themselves, you
know.”

“Really?”
“When someone parks himself

somewhere, he sits or stands in one
particular place for a long time. He stays
put in that place for quite some time.”

‘But won’t other people �nd this
inconvenient? I mean....”

“....yes, they will. But when you ‘park
yourself somewhere’ you generally don’t
worry about such things. Here’s an
example. Anand and Karthik parked
themselves on the sofa and remained
there all morning.”

“Some of the demonstrators parked
themselves in the hotel lobby and refused
to budge. How does that sound?”

“Sounds great. The donkeys and cows
parked themselves on the road and ...”

“....so this expression can be used with
animals as well?”

“It can not only be used with animals,
but also with things. Many of the students
I know park their chewing gum under the
table.”

“I hate it when people do that. Last
night Gopa came over to our place and
parked his notebooks on my study table.”

“Did you ask for them?”
“Of course not! He said that he would

come back for them tomorrow.”
“I see. Prema parked her suitcases in

the front room and vanished. She
returned in the evening after having met
her friends.”

“Can one use this expression in formal
contexts?”

“The expression is normally used in
informal contexts alone. Usually with
people you know fairly well.”

“I think I’ll park myself on the sofa.”
“Oh, no you’re not! I don’t want you to

park yourself anywhere. I need your help
in carrying these boxes to the...”

“....sorry. I won’t be able to help
today.”

“What's wrong? Feeling under par?”
“Under what?”
“Under par! When you say that you are

feeling under par or below par, it means
you are not feeling well. You don’t have
the energy level that you normally do.”

“I see. The Chairman cancelled the
meeting because he was feeling below
par.”

‘That’s a good example. She had viral
fever last week. She feels under par even
today.”

"Doesn’t the expression ‘o� colour’
mean the same thing as ‘below par’?”

“That’s right. When you say that
somebody looked o� colour, it means that
he/she was not in good health. For
example, you...”

“....let me try. The young man looks a
little o� colour today. I wonder what's
wrong.”

“Very good. The Chairman has been o�
colour for the past two or three days.”
Published in The Hindu on October 31,
2000

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

T
he Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), responding
to long-standing demands for
greater transparency in

evaluation, introduced the on-screen
marking (OSM) system to standardise
answer-script assessment through digital
technology. Under this framework,
answer books are scanned into secure
digital �les and evaluated online through
a cyber-secure platform enabling digital
monitoring, random allocation of scripts,
centralised moderation, and automated
veri�cation checks.

The initiative sought to improve
transparency, accuracy, con�dentiality,
and uniformity in marking. However, it
soon faced controversies over server
failures, portal glitches, blurred or
incomplete scanned scripts, unchecked
responses, inconsistent step-marking,
evaluation discrepancies, payment
gateway issues, and concerns about the
reliability and veri�ability of the digital
evaluation process.

Ironically, a system introduced to
eliminate evaluation irregularities itself
came under scrutiny for procedural,
academic, and technological lapses. It
also raises a fundamental question: why
should students be charged to access and
verify answer scripts that are largely their
own intellectual work and have already
been digitised as part of the evaluation
process?

The evaluation system
Evaluation remains the most
consequential component of the
Teaching–Learning–Evaluation (TLE)
framework because it directly in�uences
students’ academic progression, college
admissions, scholarships, and career
opportunities, particularly for Class XII
students. After years of preparation and
intense competition, students have a
legitimate right to know how their
answers were assessed, how step-marking
was applied, and where marks were
deducted.

Unlike multiple-choice-question
(MCQ)-based examinations, where
evaluation through optical mark
recognition (OMR) sheets and answer
keys is objective and machine-veri�able,
descriptive examinations involve
subjective assessment across multiple
steps, methods, and interpretations.
Di�erent evaluators may award di�erent
marks for the same answer depending on
reasoning, presentation, or methodology. 

Given the massive scale of Board
examinations involving millions of answer
scripts, maintaining consistency in
descriptive evaluation remains a major
academic and technological challenge.

OSM rollout and challenges
CBSE’s OSM system marked a signi�cant
shift from the conventional
pen-and-paper (PnP) evaluation to digital
assessment of scanned answer scripts.
The system was expected to improve
transparency, enable standardisation and
centralised monitoring, and reduce
manual evaluation errors. However, the
rollout reportedly su�ered from hurried
implementation, weak digital
infrastructure, poor-quality scanning
systems, limited examiner training, and
inadequate operational protocols.

Complaints soon emerged. 
The experience highlighted that digital

evaluation is not merely a software
transition but a complex academic and
technological ecosystem that requires
robust SOPs, secure infrastructure,
examiner preparedness, audit
mechanisms, and strong cybersecurity
safeguards to ensure transparency,
consistency, and accountability.

Scope for reforms in the OSM system
The Digital OSM framework should
provide scanned answer books to all
students free of cost, since scripts are
already digitised before evaluation. CBSE
should securely deliver encrypted digital
copies within a �xed timeline through
authenticated portals, email, or secure
mobile platforms. Such a framework
would make evaluation more transparent,
traceable, scalable, and veri�able while
reducing server congestion, manual
intervention, and access-related disputes.
The proposed system would, however,
require a set of clearly de�ned standard
operating procedures (SOP).

The CBSE should establish
high-resolution scanning systems,
encrypted archival and backup facilities,
high-capacity cloud servers, and strong
cybersecurity safeguards against
unauthorised access or data
manipulation. The complete work�ow —
including scanning, indexing, storage,
evaluator access, digital delivery, and
audit logging — should undergo repeated
pilot testing and full-load simulations
through local and pre-board examinations
before nationwide rollout. 

Evaluators, moderators, scanning sta�,
and administrators should undergo
structured training in digital evaluation
procedures, screen-based moderation,
stepwise marking, and handling of
scanned scripts. Students should use only
black pens and standardised
answer-writing formats to ensure clear

scanning and readability of answer books
and supplementary sheets. 

Detailed subject-wise marking
schemes, including step-marks and
acceptable alternative methods, should be
released within a week after the
examinations. A short expert feedback
window should be provided before Chief
Examiners �nalise marking schemes. This
would help reduce ambiguities, improve
standardisation, and minimise arbitrary
variations in marking.

Additionally, within two to three weeks
after examinations, encrypted digital
answer scripts should be securely
delivered to students and parents through
authenticated portals, email, or registered
mobile applications integrated with
secure cloud and messaging APIs.
Students or parents should con�rm
within 24 hours of receipt that the scripts
are complete, readable, correctly
indexed, and genuinely their own,
including all supplementary sheets. 

The evaluation should begin only after
script veri�cation is completed.
Examiners must assess scripts strictly in
accordance with approved stepwise
marking schemes. Additional digital
oversight tools, such as audit trails, online
moderation, automated totaling checks,
anomaly-detection systems, and random
quality audits, should continuously
monitor consistency, completeness, and
adherence to SOPs.

Since students and parents would
already possess both their answer scripts
and o�cial marking schemes, they can
independently estimate their likely scores
before the declaration of results.
Signi�cant deviations between
self-estimated and o�cially awarded
marks would help identify possible
evaluation anomalies and enable targeted
review or moderation.

Finally, re-checking and re-evaluation
should continue as a safeguard
mechanism with de�ned timelines and

digital tracking. However, with the
proposed SOPs already ensuring veri�ed
scripts and standardised marking
schemes, grievances are expected to
reduce substantially.

Such a framework would signi�cantly
strengthen transparency, accountability,
and public trust in the evaluation process.

The way forward
A reliable Digital OSM system requires
robust scanning infrastructure, secure
archival systems, high-capacity servers,
and strong cybersecurity safeguards.
Given the scale of the CBSE examinations,
repeated full-load testing and pilot runs
are essential before nationwide
implementation.

Structured training for examiners and
scanning sta�, along with standardised,
stepwise marking schemes and
disciplined digital evaluation protocols,
are necessary to avoid blurred scans,
unchecked answers, and inconsistent
marking. With well-de�ned SOPs and
secure implementation, digital OSM can
improve the credibility, consistency, and
accountability of large-scale examination
evaluation in India. 

Importantly, the same framework can
be implemented even now, making the
current crisis largely reversible within a
few weeks at most. By proactively sharing
scanned answer scripts with all students,
enabling veri�cation of script
completeness and authenticity, ensuring
transparent matching of awarded marks
against approved marking schemes, and
correcting evaluations where the
prescribed marking scheme has not been
properly followed, the CBSE can quickly
restore con�dence in the OSM process
and regain much of the credibility lost
during the rollout.
(Rajeev Kumar is a former Computer
Science Professor at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST.)

Can CBSE’s marking system be reformed
for transparency and credibility?
Portal glitches, blurred scans, and evaluation anomalies exposed weaknesses in the rollout of the OSM system. Robust SOPs, secure digital

infrastructure, and free access to answer scripts can help restore accountability and public trust in the evaluation process 

Evaluation is a crucial component of the Teaching–Learning–Evaluation framework since it directly influences students’ academic progression. PTI

Rajeev Kumar
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addition to incentives offered under the 
Centre’s ISM, UP offers investors substantial 
additional support. 

In some ways, UP’s semiconductor push 
reflects a broader transformation underway 
in northern India, where industrial policy is 
being linked to technological upgradation, 
employment generation and integration 
into strategically important supply chains.

Yet, the challenges in creating a chips eco-
system are formidable. Semiconductor fab-
rication is among the world’s most capital-
intensive industries, requiring reliable 
access to water, uninterrupted power, 
highly skilled labour and sophisticated sup-
plier ecosystems. Moreover, export-control 
regimes, geopolitical tensions and fierce 
international competition will continue to 
shape the sector’s global trajectory.

Even so, the direction of travel is clear. 
Recent agreements that have been signed 
show India’s semiconductor strategy has 
moved beyond rhetoric to industrial trans-
formation. 

By positioning itself as a significant partic-
ipant in the global semiconductor industry, 
India is searching not just for economic 
gains, but strategic autonomy at a time when 
technological capability is  becoming insep-
arable from national power.

by a convergence of economic, strategic and 
geopolitical imperatives. Economically, 
India is heavily dependent on imported 
chips even as electronics consumption 
expands rapidly. Chips today form the back-
bone of sectors ranging from automobiles 
and telecommunications to defence sys-
tems, artificial intelligence (AI) and digital 
infrastructure. As India’s electronics 
imports continue to rise, reducing external 
dependence has become an issue not merely 
of industrial policy but of economic security.

The geopolitical context is equally signifi-
cant. Global semiconductor supply chains 
are concentrated in Taiwan, South Korea, 
China and the US. Disruptions witnessed 
during covid, combined with intensifying 
US-China technological rivalry, have 
exposed vulnerabilities inherent to exces-
sively centralized supply chains. Conse-
quently, major global firms and govern-
ments are diversifying under the broader 
‘China-plus-one’ framework. India, with its 
large market, demographic depth and rising 
geopolitical relevance, is positioning itself as 
an attractive alternative destination.

Strategically, chip manufacturing carries 
implications beyond economics. Control 
over reliable supply chains is increasingly 
tied to national security, particularly in areas 

I
ndia’s semiconductor ambitions have 
acquired a sharper strategic edge with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 

the Netherlands last month emerging as a 
defining moment in New Delhi’s technolog-
ical statecraft. Tata Electronics signed a 
landmark Memorandum of Understanding 
with ASML, the world’s most critical sup-
plier of advanced lithography systems that 
underpin modern semiconductor manufac-
turing. Its symbolism is unmistakable: India 
is no longer content with remaining merely 
a consumer market or a back-end assembly 
destination in the global electronics ecosys-
tem. It seeks to emerge as a consequential 
node in the semiconductor value chain. The 
agreement is central to Tata Electronics’ 
proposed semiconductor fabrication facility 
in Dholera, Gujarat, envisioned as part of 
India’s first greenfield semiconductor city. 
With an investment estimated at nearly $11 
billion, the project represents one of India’s 
most ambitious industrial bets. 

The semiconductor push is being driven 

nese FDI, and thus deserves to be read 
by Indian policymakers, especially as 
the government has switched to a softer 
view of Chinese FDI with the recent 
changes in Press Note 3.

The four economists have trawled 
through data on 161,773 companies in 
159 countries and traced capital move-
ments through offshore tax havens to 
map out corporate ownership through 
many layers of holdings. Their first big 
revelation is that in 2021, Chinese 
investments beyond the borders of the 
country were at $2.1 trillion (and $3.3 
trillion if Greater China is considered). 
This is “a global footprint substantially 
broader than global FDI statistics” 
reveal. The usual way FDI is measured is 
by looking at the last jurisdiction from 
which capital is allocated, rather than 
the original one from where capital is 
sent via a network of subsidiaries. China 
uses Cayman Islands as a major conduit, 
the authors show in their research.

Most of this money has gone into 
firms in North America and Europe, 
which suggests that Chinese outbound 
investments seek strategic goals rather 
than just access to lower labour costs. 
However, the recent increase is driven 
by private sector firms rather than state-
owned enterprises. And Chinese FDI is 
now concentrated in knowledge-inten-
sive sectors, especially after its govern-
ment announced its Made In China 
programme in 2015 to transform the 
country from a low-cost manufacturer 
into a high-tech industrial powerhouse 
by dominating ten strategic sectors, 
including robotics, aerospace and semi-
conductors.

What follows is especially interesting. 
The four economists have tracked the 
innovation activity of acquired firms 
through time by creating a longitudinal 
database. In short, a firm acquired by a 
Chinese company spends more on 
research and development. However, 
the number of patents that they apply 
for do not increase in tandem. The 
increase is statistically insignificant. 
Meanwhile, the Chinese company that 

has taken control tends to see an 
increase in its own patent filings. The 
authors describe this as a ‘spillback,’ 
though they point out that what they 
have noticed is correlation rather than 
causation. Yet, the pattern is unusual.

The process of technology spillbacks 
seen in the case of Chinese FDI is very 
different from the sequence of events in 
the usual technology spillovers that we 
traditionally think about in the case of 
foreign investment in local firms or 
greenfield projects. When a foreign 
company sets up operations in a new 
country, it often brings better technol-
ogy, smarter processes and stronger 
management practices with it. Local 
firms, simply by being nearby, tend to 
pick some of this up. It could be because 
they hire workers who move between 
companies, reverse-engineer products 
or have to compete harder. This leakage 
of knowledge from foreign to domestic 
firms is called a technology spillover. To 
be sure, much depends on how large the 
gap between foreign and domestic firms 
is to begin with.

These findings have significant impli-
cations for the rest of the world at a time 
of heightened geopolitical rivalry. China 
has massive amounts of capital to allo-
cate beyond its borders, thanks to its 
trade surpluses. Countries that are in 
need of capital cannot wish this fact  
away. However, some of this capital is 
being used strategically to acquire new 
technology, even while China makes 
strides in areas such as electric vehicles 
or new energy. “We provide evidence of 
systematic innovation spillbacks, where 
the primary beneficiaries of these invest-
ments are parent firms in China,” the 
authors write, adding that their work 
suggests that “state-led capital can fun-
damentally reallocate the geography of 
intangible assets within an industry.”

India lags China in terms of new tech-
nology, but it is no tech minnow either, 
especially in select areas. A balance 
between seeking Chinese investments 
and staying wary of innovation spill-
backs will have to be maintained.

I
nternational capital flows are once 
again in the spotlight. First, the 
International Monetary Fund 
reports that global current account 
imbalances are widening once 
again. This means net-exporters are 

exporting more while the net importers 
are importing more. These imbalances 
in earnings from foreign trade have 
important implications for the move-
ment of money across national borders. 
Second, India is struggling to pull in 
enough global capital to fund its current 
account deficit, which is expected to be 
around $85 billion, if not more, in fiscal 
2026-27. We seem to be headed for a 
third consecutive year with a balance-
of-payments deficit. The rupee has 
been under pressure in the foreign 
exchange market because of this 
funding gap.

It is common knowledge that China 
has been running massive trade sur-
pluses. One part of these get absorbed 
into the foreign exchange reserves of 
the Chinese central bank. But Chinese 
foreign direct investment (FDI) in other 
countries has been growing in impor-
tance for more than a decade now. A 
recent paper on Chinese FDI by Jennie 
Bai of Georgetown University, Yaojun 
Ke of Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity, Luc Laeven of the European Cen-
tral Bank and Hong Ru of the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology unpacks 
several insights into the wave of Chi-

India needs foreign capital but China’s global investment patterns explain why vigilance matters

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is executive director at Artha India 

Research Advisors.

India’s push for a chip ecosystem is a geo-strategic play
HARSH V. PANT

F
ormer US Federal Reserve chair Jer-
ome Powell’s fierce defence of central 
bank independence is not surprising. 
Indeed, given the repeated onslaughts 
on the Fed’s independence by US 
President Donald Trump and the 

context in which those remarks were made, any 
other topic would have been a surprise. The 
occasion was Powell’s acceptance speech on 
being conferred the 2026 John F. Kennedy Pro-
file in Courage Award. The citation commends 
him for standing firm in the face of “years of 
personal attacks and threats from the highest 
levels of government,” noting that he “refused 
to let political forces dictate monetary policy.” 
While Powell was at the Fed’s helm, till last 
month, America’s central bank was at the 
receiving end of White House ire for not easing 
interest rates. “Central banks make monetary 
policy under high uncertainty,” he said. They 
could occasionally err, but their decisions are 
based only on their best economic analysis of 
what would benefit the people they serve. Most 
importantly, they “do not take into account the 
fortunes of any political party or politician in 
making those decisions.”

The reason the Fed has been able to resist 
political pressure is that it is protected by insti-
tutional mechanisms that mandate its inde-
pendence. These enable it to withstand ‘stress 
tests’ of the kind it was subject to. Powell’s 
speech may have particular relevance for the 
US today. But his words ring equally true for all 
central banks globally. Legal safeguards that 
allow the “non-political conduct of monetary 
policy” are key to ensuring that the decisions 
taken are sound. Over time, this secures the 
central bank’s credibility and helps assure the 
economy not just price stability, but cheaper 

credit as interest rates bear a lower inflation-
risk premium. Yet, ‘time inconsistency’ can be 
a burden. The time horizons of elected govern-
ments and non-elected central bankers are 
rarely in synchrony. Governments are typi-
cally driven by the compulsions of electoral 
cycles, while central banks focus on sustaina-
ble prosperity over the long-term. To take a 
cricket analogy, it is like a T20 match versus 
Test cricket. Governments are good at the 
former, central banks at the latter. 

In the Indian context, it was former Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) governor C. Rangarajan 
who first raised the issue of central bank inde-
pendence. In his 1993 Kutty Memorial lecture 
on ‘Autonomy of Central Banks,’ he argued that 
a prerequisite for RBI’s freedom to pursue 
monetary policy independently was a clear 
severance of the umbilical cord between the 
Centre and central bank—by ending an opaque 
practice of RBI funding the central govern-
ment directly. Done in 1997, this set the ball 
rolling on RBI’s independence. Today, under 
the flexible inflation targeting regime adopted 
in 2016 by virtue of an amendment to the RBI 
Act of 1934, India’s central bank has more oper-
ational space. But we should go further. Taking 
a cue from the US, we could consider making 
the appointment of the RBI governor and MPC 
members subject to confirmation by Parlia-
ment. Right now, these are executive decisions. 
We could also require the governor to testify 
before the House at regular intervals. And last 
but not least, we could require the publication 
of RBI’s mandatory explanation letter to the 
Centre in case it fails to achieve its inflation 
target for three quarters on a trot. We have far 
too much at stake not to safeguard the “price-
less asset” that central bank credibility is.

Powell’s brief for central 
banks: sign of the times
Former Fed chair Jerome Powell has called upon central banks to steer clear of political 

pressure. RBI may have performed commendably so far but India should insulate it better
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The Shinzo Abe 
administration in 

Japan has once again 
decided to postpone the 
consumption tax hike 
scheduled to have kicked 
in next year. Electoral 
compulsions aside, the 
economy is simply not in a 
position to face the brunt 
of the hike and is unlikely 
to improve significantly by 
next year. Consumer prices 
are falling again despite 
massive monetary stimulus 
and negative interest rates. 

The state of the Japanese
economy poses plenty of 
questions. When Japan will 
actually be able to raise tax 
rates is a big one. If it can’t, 
what will happen to its 
massive public debt stock 
running over 200% of the 
gross domestic product? 
With an ageing population, 
the pressure on social 
spending can only rise, and 
balancing the budget will 
become increasingly 
difficult with a shrinking 
tax base. What is truly 
worrying is that several 
developed nations might 
face similar problems with 
an ageing population in 
times to come. This bodes 
ill for the global economy’s 
future growth trends.

QUICK EDIT 

The Japan 
syndrome

SECOND FORECAST

Monsoon to 
be above 
normal: IMD

B Y  S AYA N TA N  B E R A  &  

A S I T  R A N J A N  M I S H R A

····························
NEW DELHI

India will receive an above-
normal monsoon this year,
ending the run of two back-

to-back poor ones.
The rains, expected to set in

on 7 June when the monsoon
makes landfall in Kerala, will
dampen inflationary expecta-
tions and bring relief to the
agrarian economy reeling under
rural distress—caused by a com-
bination of the droughts as well
as a collapse in global commod-
ity prices. 

In its second forecast, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said the odds over-
whelmingly favoured an above-
normal monsoon—106% of the
long period average (LPA).

The monsoon is considered
normal when the rainfall is
96-104% of the LPA and is con-
sidered above normal when it is
105-110% of the LPA.

IMD has also forecast 107% of
normal rainfall in July and 104%
in August, good news for rain-
fed Kharif (or monsoon) crops
such as rice, coarse grains, soya-
bean, pulses and cotton.

Further, in what will come as a
relief to drought-hit swathes of
India, the monsoon is expected
to be well-distributed across the
country, with IMD projecting
108% rainfall in the northwest
region and 113% in central and
peninsular India. However, rain-
fall is expected to be 94% of the
50-year average in the nation’s
northeast region. 

“After it hits Kerala, the pace
of progression of monsoon
(across the country) will be
speedy,” said L.S Rathore,
director general, IMD. “The sec-
ond half of June is expected to
receive more rainfall than the
first half, and due to a La Nina
situation, more rains are likely

during September.” 
La Nina refers to a phenome-

non that results in cooler-than-
normal temperatures in parts of
the Pacific Ocean that is usually
associated with plentiful rains in
India. 

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, chief
economic adviser at the State
Bank of India, said that histori-
cally, it has been seen that if
there are two consecutive mon-
soon failures, agricultural growth
picks up significantly when the
rains revive. This happened in
2001 and 2002. 

“I expect agriculture to grow
around 5% in 2016-17, which
will add around 50 basis points
to overall GDP,” he added. 

The monsoon season is cru-
cial, with its onset marking the
beginning of the sowing season
for monsoon crops in the coun-
try. 

India receives 80% of its
annual rainfall in this period and
more than half the country’s
farmland is rain-fed.

The south-west monsoon
recorded a deficit of 12% in 2014
and 14% in 2015, leading to a
protracted period of drought and
rural distress. 

A good monsoon will revive
farm incomes and boost rural
spending.

“For the fast-moving con-
sumer goods sector, the con-
sumption story is of moving peo-
ple from un-branded into
branded (products) and this will
happen when they have disposa-
ble money in their hands after
their basic necessities like food
are taken care of,” said Vivek
Karve, chief financial officer,
Marico Ltd.

A good monsoon will also
replenish severely depleted
major reservoirs, easing the
drinking water crisis in several
parts of the country. Water stor-
age in 91 major reservoirs of the
country for the week ended 26
May was just 17% of the total
storage capacity. 

“IMD’s forecast will come as a
big relief to both farmers and the
government. Not only will it
boost Kharif sowing operations,
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Rains forecast to be 
well-distributed across 
India, bringing relief to 
the agrarian economy 
reeling under distress 
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base growing 
rapidly, but 
averse to paying
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Online retail sales in India
have been sluggish so far

this year and start-ups across the
board are struggling to make
money from ads, content and
sales of products and services,
raising concerns whether Inter-
net companies can attract
enough new paying users to sup-
port the rosy projections of
investors who have pumped bil-
lions of dollars into them. 

According to a report on
Thursday by Kleiner Perkins
Caufield Byers, a Silicon Valley
venture capital firm, the number
of Internet users in India grew
by 40% in 2015 to 277 million.

While the number of Internet
users is growing rapidly, that of
those transacting (or online
shoppers) isn’t increasing at the
same rate, start-up executives
and investors said. The large
Internet base in India looks
attractive but making money
from users is another matter
altogether, they said.

For the first time in years,
online retail sales in April were
at a lower level than December
of the preceding year, according

TURN TO PAGE 2®
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Like a protective parent,
India’s government will

notify rules to govern matrimo-
nial websites to ensure they
aren’t used by those not intent
on marriage.

The government will make it
mandatory for websites to keep
IP address records as well as
make those looking for a match
upload documents proving their
identity to be doubly sure that
the websites aren’t being “mis-
used”, a government official told
reporters in New Delhi on
Thursday, asking not to be iden-
tified. Users of these sites have to
verify that they intend to use it
as a matrimonial service, the
official said.

“We have approved the stan-
dards to check the cheating on
such websites,” said Ravi
Shankar Prasad, India’s minister
for communications and infor-
mation technology.

“Women and child develop-
ment minister Maneka Gandhi
was actively pursuing the matter.
Since it was related to IT Act, our

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Government 
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The Patanjali story
Baba Ramdev is parlaying 
his popularity as a yoga guru 
to build a consumer prod-
ucts empire that’s challeng-
ing global giants such as 
Colgate and Unilever. A look 
at the mercurial rise of 
Patanjali Ayurved. >P14-15

NOTE TO READERS

The Media Marketing Initiatives on 
Pages 11 and 23 are the equivalent of 
paid-for advertisements, and no Mint 
journalists were involved in creating 
these. Readers would do well to treat 
them as advertisements.

Mint is also available for R8.50 with 

Hindustan Times in Delhi-NCR only

COMMODITIES: Opec maintains 
status quo on production >3

E-COMMERCE: Uber’s $5 billion funding adds 
firepower for battle against Ola >3

MARKETS: Mahanagar Gas, ICICI Prudential 
prepare for public listing >3

INTERVIEW: India’s golden years ahead, says 
Taurus Wealth’s Rainer Michael Preiss >8

INTERNET BOOM SLOWING, 
BUT INDIA IS A BRIGHT SPOT
The number of Internet users in India grew rapidly, by 40% in 2015, to 277 
million. In the process, India has become the only country where the 
growth rate of Internet users in 2015 was higher than that in the previous 
year (33%). It has also become the second-largest country in the world in 
terms of Internet users, ahead of the US and behind China. This was one of 
the key takeaways from Mary Meeker’s 2016 Internet Trends report , 
delivered at Recode’s conference in California on Wednesday. The Meeker 
report shows that the global Internet user base grew only 9% in 2015, 
reaching 3 billion, or 42% of the world’s population.

Source: KPCB Internet Trends 2016

Year-on-year growth
(Right-hand scale)

Internet users (in million)

INDIA INTERNET USERS

Internet users (in million)
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The technology transfer 
that Apple facilitated made it 

the biggest corporate 
supporter of Made in China 

2025, Beijing’s ambitious, 
anti-Western plan to sever 

its reliance on foreign 
technology.

PATRICK M CGEE
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London, and vice president for 

studies at Observer Research 

Foundation, New Delhi.
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Semicon unit have emerged. Assam has 
secured Tata’s OSAT facility, while Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) is positioning itself as a sought-
after destination through an HCL-Foxconn 
joint venture. 

The UP Semiconductor Policy 2024 illus-
trates how states are supplementing central 

incentives with additional 
capital subsidies, tax 
exemptions, land rebates, 
power concessions and 
skilling initiatives. This 
interplay between a central 
strategic vision and state-
level competition is pro-
ducing a geographically 
distributed semiconductor 
ecosystem.

UP, for example, has 
pitched itself as one of 
India’s most ambitious 
players through an aggres-
sive mix of policy incen-

tives, infrastructure expansion and strategic 
positioning within the Delhi-National Capi-
tal Region economic corridor. The state’s 
policy document reflects an attempt to align 
itself with New Delhi’s broader technologi-
cal and manufacturing ambitions while try-
ing to attract global capital on its own. In 

such as defence electronics, cyber infra-
structure, telecom and AI-driven technolo-
gies. In this context, semiconductors have 
emerged as the new strategic frontier of 
great-power competition, and India’s entry 
into this space reflects a recognition of fast 
shifting global realities.

New Delhi’s policy 
architecture has evolved. 
The India Semiconductor 
Mission (ISM), with an out-
lay of ₹76,000 crore, offers 
up to 50% fiscal support for 
approved fabrication pro-
jects, among the most gen-
erous globally. ISM 2.0, 
announced in the 2026–27 
budget, expands the focus 
to semiconductor equip-
ment, materials, intellec-
tual property develop-
ment, supply-chain resil-
ience and research. The 
focus is on building an integrated ecosystem 
rather than isolated manufacturing units.

Several projects are already moving from 
announcement to implementation. In Guj-
arat, besides the Tata-Powerchip fabrication 
project in Dholera, Micron’s ATMP facility, 
a CG Power-Renesas initiative and a Kaynes 

Locally made 

semiconductors 

could determine 

global power 

equations as 

technology 

gains heft

Chinese FDI is welcome but stay 
vigilant on innovation spillbacks
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A
rtificial intelligence (AI) is reshaping 
how we communicate, access infor-
mation and work, how income and 
status are distributed, and even how 
we wage war. Yet the public conver-
sation remains narrowly focused on 

the competition between AI labs or on abstract 
debates about the technology’s capabilities. 
Almost no one is asking what purpose AI ought to 
serve, or whether our current mindset, institu-
tions, and control mechanisms are capable of 
steering the technology towards broad-based 
improvements in human welfare.

It was therefore refreshing to see Pope Leo XIV 
weigh in on the issue with his first encyclical, 
which describes AI’s current trajectory as a pro-
found threat to human dignity. As an economist 
who has long argued that technologically driven 
outcomes are matters of choice, not fate, I welcome 
his intervention.

Leo is ahead of most commentators in pointing 
out that “technology is never neutral, because it 
takes on the characteristics of those who devise, 
finance, regulate, and use it.” Yet, I worry that even 
he has not gone far enough on the most consequen-
tial question: What should AI be designed to do?

As Simon Johnson and I stress in our book Power 
and Progress: Our Thousand-Year Struggle over 
Technology and Prosperity, there are multiple paths 
that a technology like AI can take and each has far-
reaching implications for society. For example, the 
pope is right to question the current trajectory of 
AI in warfare and law enforcement. What was 
taboo only a few years ago—AI-driven mass sur-
veillance, algorithms selecting targets for killing—
has become routine.

With many in Silicon Valley urging the US to 
reinforce its hard power through a new military-
algorithmic complex, Leo cautions that “Any tech-
nology that facilitates attacks without seeing the 
face of human beings lowers the moral threshold 
of conflict.” The pope then calls for “disarmament 
of AI” to free “it from the mentality of ‘armed’ 
competition, which today is not limited simply to 
the military context, but is also an economic and 
cognitive phenomenon.”

A more fundamental piece of wisdom underlies 
these specific concerns: technological progress is 
not necessarily moral progress. Just because some-
thing is technically feasible does not mean that 
it is good for humanity. Whether a technology is 
desirable depends on who controls it and on the 
ideology and interests that guide them.

Leo does hint at what I see as the most immedi-
ate risk, namely that “while AI promises to boost 
productivity by taking over mundane tasks, it fre-
quently forces workers to adapt to the speed and 
demands of machines, rather than designing 
machines to work with those who work.” But the 

pope stops short of questioning the prevailing AI 
design philosophy. The entire AI industry’s 
approach is centred on mimicking human capabil-
ities and automating human tasks, with the goal of 
creating ‘artificial general intelligence’ (AGI) that 
can do everything a person can.

This philosophy rests on the mistaken assump-
tion that machine and human intelligence are 
fundamentally similar. Humans are ‘one-shot’ 
learners. We form hypotheses from a few exam-
ples, simulate possibilities in our minds and refine 
our understanding through a social process of trial 
and error. Hence, children learn language by imi-
tating a few words, generalizing and adjusting their 
speech based on how others respond. We are not 
very good at absorbing massive volumes of infor-
mation or sifting through unstructured data for 
relevant patterns. By contrast, AI models thrive on 
enormous training sets and excel at pattern recog-
nition at scale, but they have yet to demonstrate 
real creativity. They have no experience of real-
world embodiment, nor any capacity for trial-and-
error learning through interactions with the physi-
cal and social world (except in a limited way when 
there are clear rewards for reinforcement learning 
in specific domains).

When two things are different, you should not—
and typically cannot—use one to mimic the other. 
The results would be suboptimal. It would have 
been a colossal mistake if Phil Jackson, the coach of 
the Chicago Bulls in the 1990s, had pushed Mich-
ael Jordan to mimic everything that Scottie Pippen 
and Dennis Rodman were doing. The team was 
successful precisely because these players worked 
together and complemented each other’s skills. 
The same applies to AI and human skills. Using AI to 
do what humans cannot do, so that humans can 
expand what they do, is more productive than mim-
icry. In a future scenario where AI increases rather 

than displaces human capabilities, electricians 
would be aided by AI diagnostics, nurses would con-
sult AI to interpret symptoms and teachers might 
use AI to personalize instruction for each student.

Optimists and industry insiders might respond 
that automation-first AI can still benefit everyone, 
provided that redistributive policies keep pace. 
But this argument has a poor track record. Four 
decades of digital automation have already con-
centrated gains at the top, hollowed out middle-
skill work and produced disappointing aggregate 
productivity growth. There is little reason to 
expect that an even more powerful round of auto-
mation deployed by an even more concentrated 
industry will end differently.

And the global stakes are even greater than those 
in the US. For billions of people in the developing 
world, where a decent job is the only reliable path 
out of poverty, an automation-centric AI agenda is 
a recipe for disaster. We can and must demand a 
different design.

Perhaps the biggest failing of today’s AI industry 
is its refusal to recognize any of this. The handful of 
people unleashing this technology on the world 
are guided by an ideology of control (over human-
ity) and by a conviction that machines are uni-
formly better than humans.

Pope Leo is right to call for moral clarity and a 
society-wide debate. But the conversation must 
move beyond exhortation and towards concrete 
choices: antitrust action against dominant plat-
forms, public investments in human-complemen-
tary AI, regulation of surveillance and autonomous 
weapons and meaningful rights for workers and 
citizens over the data on which these systems 
depend. Pope Leo’s intervention makes such a 
response a little more likely than before. 

However, the rest of us must stand up for 
humanity too.                            ©2026/PROJECT SYNDICATE

Pope Leo’s views on AI have set 
off a debate on how to respond
Antitrust action, better worker rights, public funds for human-aiding AI and rules for weaponized tools could all be useful   
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B
y his own definition, Graham Platner 
is not working class. Although the 
Democratic candidate for US Senate 

from Maine is almost universally identified 
in news stories as an oyster farmer, he 
recently told an interviewer: “My defini-
tion of working class these days is essen-
tially anybody who makes money from 
wages. If you work for a living and you go 
out and put in hours and you pay taxes just 
like everyone else, I think that’s quite fair.”

Most of his income comes from a veter-
ans disability benefit, not earned income. 
So as Platner defines it, a first-year analyst 
at Goldman Sachs is working class, but he 
is not.

Platner can be forgiven for his confu-
sion, because what America means by 
‘working class’ is constantly changing. Now 
its meaning is being scrambled by an econ-
omy that is upending both work itself and 
how we are paid for it.

What makes someone ‘working class’ 
was never really clear—it was something 
you knew when you saw it. The concept 
emerged after the Industrial Revolution of 
the 18th and 19th century, which moved 
people from working the land to working 
in factories. ‘Working class’ came to mean 
someone who did manual labour and prob-
ably lived a financially precarious and 
physically gruelling life.

In the 20th century, the working class 
organized through labour unions and 
gained political power, becoming the 
backbone of the middle class. Many US 
working-class jobs—in, say, manufacturing 
or transportation—came with better pay, 
safer working conditions and more secu-
rity. So-called white-collar jobs (the term 
may originate with Upton Sinclair) proba-
bly also involved a pay-cheque, but those 
workers did not do much physical labour 
and accumulated both financial and 
human capital. They also had relatively 
more economic and job security.

The divide between the white-collar and 
working-class began to grow towards the 
end of the 20th century and into the 21st. 
Technology and globalization meant there 
were fewer traditional working-class jobs, 
and in the meantime those trends con-
ferred more wealth on white-collar work-
ers. The new economy also created more 
service jobs in healthcare, education and 
government, and those workers became 
the new backbone of the US middle class.

The phrase ‘working class’ came to refer 
not to the middle but to the lower-middle 
class, and it became synonymous with low-
paid physical work and instability. The term 
did retain its political resonance; people like 

Samuel ‘Joe the Plumber’ Wurzelbacher 
were still important, at least rhetorically. 
And their fall in economic stature emerged 
as a major social and economic issue.

All these changes illustrate the impor-
tance of defining the term ‘working class’: 
It identifies a population that is struggling 
in a changing economy and needs support 
or policies that help achieve security. It also 
remains a potent political force whose 
needs often drive economic policy, for 
good or bad.

That latter detail is also redefining 
‘working class.’ A recent strike at Long 
Island Railroad revealed that many con-
ductors make six figures , not including 
pension benefits that are worth millions of 
dollars. Yes, it is a union job and it involves 
physical labour—but if someone is in the 
top 10% of earners, can they really be called 
‘working class’? As the economy continues 
to evolve, the meaning of that term will as 
well. Regardless, these workers will con-
tinue to have political clout and policy will 
need to address their concerns.

In the last few decades, technology has 
resulted in fewer jobs that require physical 
labour or involve routine tasks. But the jobs 
that do remain tend to be more highly 
skilled and more highly paid. Wages in the 
US manufacturing and construction sec-
tors have increased over the years relative 
to many in the service industry.

The upshot is that the population with 
traditional working-class jobs is becoming 
much smaller and better paid. That means 
they will probably have less political clout 
and less need for support.

Meanwhile, as AI threatens many white-
collar jobs, a new working class may be 
emerging. Many of these workers will have 
less job security and receive lower pay than 
their peers with jobs that require physical 
labour. And what about Graham Platner? 
He represents two aspects of what I think of 
as a new underclass: men who get a lot of 
their income from benefits, and people 
from affluent families who cannot replicate 
their parents’ wealth or lifestyle. Platner 
attended an exclusive high school and his 
parents are a lawyer and a restaurateur. 

Platner’s definition of working class may 
not apply to himself. But in many ways, he 
embodies the US ‘working class’—both as 
it has historically been understood and 
what is becoming.                                    ©BLOOMBERG

Nobody appears to know what 
the ‘working class’ is anymore

Income lines have blurred while AI transforms office jobs in the US

The term retains its political resonance but 

may be losing what it conveys. ISTOCKPHOTO
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who unleash a dangerous force are liable for 
everything that happens when it escapes 
their control—maps cleanly onto situations 
where autonomous agents slip the leash. 
This means that a deployer may not be able 
to avoid liability because the harm was 
caused by a sub-agent several layers down 
the system that it never built.

If this is how liability is attributed, it 
could chill the development of AI in India. 
When anyone who deploys an agent is lia-
ble for everything it and its sub-agents go 
on to do, no one will dare deploy one. And 
agentic AI would become commercially 
unviable.

In my article nine years ago, I argued for 
guardrails to prevent this harm. I am now 
more convinced than ever that they serve 
an important function. By making liability 
legible even when the actual harm is caused 
several layers down, we would be able to 
assign responsibility fairly and proportion-
ately to the autonomy each person chose to 
grant their agent.

Liability should be traceable, not absolute. 
If every agent is made to carry a record of 
who deployed it, along with the limits within 
which it is designed to function, we will have 
a better chance at holding the right person or 
persons responsible for harm.

hold prices above competitive levels and 
refrain from undercutting each other to 
avoid triggering a price war. 

But this is just the tip of the iceberg. 
According to law professor and consumer 
advocate Zephyr Teachout, this behaviour 
can be easily augmented and turned on con-
sumers with what she calls “surveillance 
pricing”—the use of information about a 
consumer to generate a personalized price 
for that person. When e-commerce agents 
are equipped with this, they can use their 
knowledge of our browsing history and 
device information, as well as the urgency of 
our need, to offer us bespoke prices tailored 
to what they know we will be willing to pay. 
For example, sellers would charge parents 
more for diapers because they just bought 
children’s cough syrup, knowing that when 
their child is sick, they may be unwilling to 
shop around for a better offer.

We have, so far, relied on competition law 
to protect us from these harms. But this law 
was designed partly to identify rival busi-
nesses that secretly agreed to fix prices, carve 
up markets or rig bids. Because it assumes 
that markets are anti-competitive when 
businesses agree to make them so, it prohib-
its agreements that enable collusion with the 
intent to harm. If collusive actions are taken 

N
ine years ago, in an article in this col-
umn, I tried to imagine what would 
happen if autonomous algorithms 

were let loose in a digital market with 
instructions to maximize profit. I believed 
that, even if they had not explicitly been told 
to do so, they would find ways to collude 
with other algorithms to achieve that out-
come. If this happened, I had pointed out, 
our laws would be woefully ill-suited to 
address it.

Nine years later, agentic artificial intelli-
gence (AI) is here—and the problem is not 
that our laws cannot reach it. It’s that the 
legal doctrine that does may reach too far.

What happens when autonomous AI 
agents are set loose in a market? In a recent 
experiment, researchers gave a pair of large 
language model-based pricing agents a mar-
ket to compete in and a simple instruction to 
maximize profits. They neither instructed 
them to coordinate with one another nor 
provided them with tools to communicate. 
Despite this, the agents quickly learnt to 

Agentic AI: records must be kept of who deployed what
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oped by them will eventually do for users. 
It probably makes far more sense to hold 

the deployer of an AI agent accountable—
except that when agents can spawn other 
agents, harms often occur several layers 
down the stack. What’s more, when multiple 
deployers spawn many agents and each of 

them spawns several more 
sub-agents, it is in the 
interplay of this diversity of 
sub-agents that harm 
occurs. How can anyone be 
held liable when the dam-
age is so far removed from a 
single person’s actions?

The trouble is that in 
India, this is entirely possi-
ble. In M.C. Mehta vs Union 
of India, the Supreme 
Court held that an enter-
prise engaged in a hazard-
ous activity is absolutely 
liable for the harm that 

results. This was a departure from the older 
rule of strict liability, under which an enter-
prise could escape by pointing to an act of 
God or that of a third party. Absolute liability 
admits no such defences.

While this was a case about oleum gas 
and chemical plants, its logic—that those 

by autonomous agents of their own accord, 
with no human to attribute intent and no 
price ‘agreement’ on record, no competition 
law violation can be made out.

Indian courts have already ruled on this 
question. When the pricing algorithms used 
by Ola and Uber were challenged as anti-
competitive, the court held 
that an algorithm setting 
the price does not, in and of 
itself, prove collusion. 
When algorithms autono-
mously coordinate with 
each other, there is neither 
an identifiable actor to 
establish intent nor any 
form of  agreement 
between them that satisfies 
the conditions required to 
establish an offence.

But we still need to hold 
someone liable when a 
person is harmed by 
autonomous agentic systems.

One option would be to attribute liability 
to the company that built the AI model. This, 
however, would be patently unfair, since the 
developers of general-purpose AI models 
can hardly be expected to foresee, let alone 
prevent, everything that AI agents devel-

Ensure that 

deployment 
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Policy complexity

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will begin 

its three-day meeting today in an extremely uncertain environment. With continu-

ously shifting positions and seemingly contradictory objectives, there is no clarity 

on how long tensions in West Asia will persist. Consequently, it is hard to say when 

the Strait of Hormuz, through which about a fifth of global crude oil flows, will open. 

Prices of benchmark Brent crude oil are still about 40 per cent higher than what they 

were before the conflict began. In terms of economic outcome, an oil-price shock 

tends to have stagflationary effects, which are diicult to manage. Since the pass-

through of global prices has been limited and delayed, it has not yet been reflected 

in the retail-inflation rate, which was 3.5 per cent in April. However, higher oil prices 

led to a sharp increase in the wholesale price index-based (WPI-based) inflation rate, 

which rose to 8.3 per cent in April. The recent increase in pump prices is likely to 

push up both the WPI and retail-inflation rates. 

Experts say that even if the United States (US) and Iran soon arrive at an agree-

ment, resulting in the opening of the strait, it will take months before supplies are 

restored to normal levels. A potential deal between Iran and the US will obviously 

help reduce oil prices, though they may still remain elevated for some time. How-

ever, things could dramatically change if the war resumes — a prospect that cannot 

be ruled out. Thus, there are various possibilities. However, oil prices are not the 

only uncertainty the MPC has to deal with. The monsoon this year is expected to be 

below normal because of the developing super El Niño conditions, and could have 

an effect similar to the oil shock — higher inflation with lower growth. Central banks 

usually look through supply shocks, though higher rates always risk affecting expec-

tations, potentially causing second-round effects. The complexity for Indian policy-

makers is that they might have to deal with two simultaneous shocks. 

Given the prevailing uncertainties and several moving parts, it makes sense for 

the MPC to leave the policy rate unchanged and wait for greater clarity, while 

keeping the option to act if necessary. Aside from the policy decision, financial mar-

kets will also closely look at revised forecasts of inflation and growth. In this regard, 

it is worth noting that the National Statistics Oice will publish the annual gross 

domestic product (GDP) numbers for 2025-26, as well as the fourth-quarter data, 

just hours after the monetary-policy decision is announced on Friday. To reduce 

the information gap, one of the two announcements could have been adjusted. Be 

that as it may, the RBI will likely revise its growth projection lower from 6.9 per cent 

for 2026-27. The latest data on goods and services tax and the index of industrial pro-

duction suggests some weakness in activity. 

The revised inflation projections will give clarity on future policy action. It is 

worth noting that a prolonged conflict in West Asia will keep inflation rates elevated 

in other countries too, and that includes the developed world. Higher bond yields 

in developed markets will keep global financial conditions tight, affecting capital 

flows. The yield on the 10-year US government bond, for instance, has increased by 

about 50 basis points since the beginning of the Iran conflict. The proposed mega 

tech initial public offerings in the US could also affect capital flows. All this could 

effectively keep the rupee under pressure and affect inflation outcomes. A revision 

in the inflation projection will also have to take this into account.

Owners’ pride

Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) has defended its title in the Indian Premier 

League (IPL), but it is by no means the most valuable team in this 18-year-old tour-

nament. It is behind Kolkata Knight Riders (three-time champions), Mumbai 

Indians, and Chennai Super Kings (both five-time winners), Sunrisers Hyderabad 

(once) and Delhi Capitals (never). If that reflects the quixotic nature of sports 

finance, consider that the team, originally bought by the UB group in 2008 for ~480 

crore, changed hands to an Aditya Birla group-led consortium for a ~16,600 crore 

valuation. That is more than 40 times RCB’s annual operating profit and over 20 

times its revenue. Yet it comes as no surprise, as the IPL’s ecosystem valuation has 

surged from $1.1 billion in 2008 to over $18.5 billion in 2026. More to the point, 

owning an IPL team has become good business. 

According to the latest Fanatic Sports and Hurun India’s “Most Valuable Sports 

Teams”, the average IPL franchise valuation is projected to reach $15 billion by 2032, 

from $1.8 billion this year. That is still some distance from America’s National Foot-

ball League (NFL), the world’s most valuable sport league, where average franchise 

valuations were $7 billion this year and are expected to touch $29.8 billion in 2032. 

Nor, if considered in the sobering terms of annual revenues, does the IPL match the 

NFL or even the globally popular English Premier League (EPL), on which the IPL 

is loosely modelled. The NFL’s annual revenue is $23 billion; for the EPL, the figure 

is $8 billion to the IPL’s $1.2 billion. But when it comes to per-match valuation, the 

IPL gets second place — at $13.4 million, against the NFL’s 30 million and the EPL’s 

$11 million. This is principally because of tournament structures. An NFL season 

hosts 272 games over 18 weeks. The EPL hosts 380 games over nine months. In 

contrast, the IPL hosts 74 matches over 10 weeks or so. 

Unlike the EPL, in which only three or four teams make money and most depend 

on owners for injections of cash, eight of the 10 teams in the IPL make a profit. This 

happy state results from a critical difference in the nature of the tournaments. In the 

EPL, whose global viewership is three times the IPL’s, player wages and bonuses can 

range between 90 and 100 per cent of revenues. This is because the tournament 

fiercely competes internally and with the Spanish, French, Italian, German and Por-

tuguese leagues for player talent. The IPL, like the NFL, where all 32 teams are profit-

able, has no competitors and player auction precludes inter-team poaching. The IPL, 

like the NFL, is a monopsonistic tournament. Neither tournament has the relegation 

and promotion battles of the European football leagues. That means the NFL and 

IPL can afford to impose hard salary caps on teams. Teams in the 2026 IPL edition, 

for instance, had to work under a ~151 crore salary cap, including the auction purse, 

match fees, and performance pay. This profitability works hugely in favour of fran-

chise owners to invest in other national T20 leagues. Most own franchises in South 

Africa, the Caribbean, the United States, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). In 

European football, this is a bounty only oil-rich West Asian sovereign wealth funds 

such as those of Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE can afford. In Europe, this trend 

has prompted reservations about player independence and fair competition. In the 

cricket T20 world, no one’s complaining — yet.

IPL valuations have steadily soared

MPC will have to reckon with several moving parts

The headline news from the provisional actual 
numbers released this week for the Union govern-
ment’s finances during 2025-26 will understandably 
be about the fiscal deficit. For the fifth year running, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has managed 
to stick to her fiscal deficit target and, in some years, 
she has even improved upon it. Barring the first two 
years of her tenure as finance minister, when her 
actual fiscal deficit figures exceeded her set targets,  
Ms Sitharaman has stayed true to her promise of fiscal 
consolidation in all subsequent years. The provisional 
actual fiscal deficit at 4.4 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 2025-26 confirms that trend. 

But an equally significant develop-
ment noticeable in these numbers is a 
mild relaxation in the government’s tight 
grip on expenditure that it maintained 
after the Covid pandemic subsided. If the 
ongoing challenges before the Indian 
economy in the wake of the West Asian 
crisis are any indication, the government 
may have to loosen its purse strings a little 
more this year. 

Remember that the government’s 
aggregate expenditure rose sharply 
immediately after the Covid pandemic. 
From about ~27 trillion, or 13.4 per cent of GDP in 2019-
20, expenditure jumped by over 30 per cent in one year 
to ~35 trillion, or 17.7 per cent of GDP, in 2020-21. To 
place this rise in context, the expenditure growth in 
2019-20, even without the impact of Covid, was about 
16 per cent over the previous year.   

In the following few years, however, the govern-
ment’s annual expenditure growth moderated to 
single digits except in 2022-23. As a percentage of GDP, 
the Union government’s total expenditure declined in 
each of these years, reaching 14.2 per cent in 2025-26. 
But expenditure growth in the last two years has 

revealed a mild pickup. The annual rise in total expen-
diture in 2025-26 was 5.4 per cent, compared to 4.7 per 
cent recorded in 2024-25.   

The change in the expenditure mix is also a trend 
that cannot be easily ignored. Capital expenditure 
measured as a percentage of GDP rose steadily until 
2024-25. From 1.67 per cent of GDP in 2019-20, capital 
expenditure rose to 3.31 per cent in 2024-25. But 2025-
26 was the first year when that share saw a small 
decline to 3.1 per cent of GDP. In terms of annual 
growth, it fell to 1.62 per cent in 2025-26, compared to 
growth rates ranging from 11 per cent to 39 per cent in 
the previous five years. 

Interestingly, revenue expenditure 
growth witnessed a reverse trend. After 
the Covid-period increases, revenue 
expenditure was reined in with the 
annual growth hovering at 1.2 per cent in 
2023-24 and 3.12 per cent in 2024-25. But 
that changed in 2025-26, when revenue 
expenditure was allowed to rise by 6.4 
per cent, even though as a percentage of 
GDP, it remained around 11 per cent — a 
sharp reduction from about 18 per cent 
recorded in the Covid year of 2020-21. 

What happened on the revenue front 
is even more interesting. The Union government has 
made little headway in improving its non-tax receipts. 
Non-tax revenue has hovered between 1 per cent and 
1.9 per cent of GDP in the last seven years. Nor has any 
progress been seen in diversifying the sources of the 
government’s non-tax revenue. It continues to be 
heavily reliant on the surplus that the Reserve Bank of 
India transfers to the Union government. In the last 
three years, the share of RBI surplus in the govern-
ment’s non-tax revenue has stayed between 42 and 52 
per cent. This dependence has many other implica-
tions, and the only way forward for the government is 

to explore newer areas for mobilising non-tax revenue. 
Even more striking are tax revenue trends, which 

should raise many an eyebrow. At ~40.24 trillion, gross 
tax collections in 2025-26 grew by only 6 per cent over 
the previous year. This was lower than the nominal 
GDP growth of 8.6 per cent registered last year. Corpor-
ation tax helped the growth rate in gross tax collec-
tions, rising by 11 per cent to ~11 trillion in 2025-26. But 
quite worryingly, the individual income-tax collec-
tions last year at ~11.83 trillion remained almost the 
same as in 2024-25. What went wrong? 

Note that the revised estimate for individual 
income-tax collections during 2025-26 had placed the 
number at ~13.12 trillion. But the provisional actual 
estimate brought it down to the same level that pre-
vailed in 2024-25. Was it because of the government’s 
decision to reduce the effective tax incidence on indi-
viduals or was it also because of a sharp dip in collec-
tions under securities transaction tax? 

In the Budget for 2025-26, the government 
increased the income-tax rebate limit for resident 
individuals under the new tax regime, resulting in 
those with an annual total income of up to ~12 lakh not 
having to pay tax. This tax-free limit was ~12.75 lakh for 
salaried taxpayers in view of the standard deduction 
of ~75,000. In addition, marginal relief available under 
the old tax regime was extended to the new tax regime 
for incomes marginally higher than ~12 lakh. 

Significantly, increasing the income-tax rebate 
to incomes of up to ~12 lakh annually essentially 
meant that about 10 million taxpayers, who were 
earlier paying income tax ranging from ~20,000 to 
~80,000, were now paying no tax. This meant that 
the tax base for individual taxpayers was shaved off 
by almost 12 per cent. 

The increase in the income-tax rebate limit was 
introduced in the new tax regime from 2023-24, 
resulting in resident individuals with total income of 
up to ~7 lakh not paying any income tax. This prin-
ciple was extended to the 2025-26 Budget. The move 
was aimed at pleasing the middle class in the 
country, but it ran the fiscal risk of losing a signifi-
cant chunk of the tax base (they may be filing 
returns, but they are not required to pay any tax). 
Poor collections of securities transaction tax might 
also have contributed to stagnant income-tax receipt 
in 2025-26. But that must have played a small role. 

The expenditure and revenue trends in the provi-
sional actual numbers for 2025-26 have obvious les-
sons for the government that now faces diicult fiscal 
challenges in 2026-27. Reining in expenditure to keep 
a check on the deficit is no longer an option. Expendi-
ture pressures are bound to rise in 2026-27 and, as in 
the Covid year, the government should be willing to 
consider accommodating a rise in its expenditure. The 
fiscal deficit should be contained through a tight vigil 
on subsidies by allowing necessary increases in retail 
prices of commodities like petrol, diesel and fertilisers. 
More importantly, given the way income-tax collec-
tions took a hit last year, there is a need to consider 
phasing out some of the benefits under the income-tax 
rebate scheme.

Turning emission targets into action 
The rollout of Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity 
(GEI) targets marks a defining moment in the evol-
ution of the Indian carbon market (ICM). It signals a 
major policy shift from economy-wide emissions 
reduction commitments to sector-specific perform-
ance targets, reflecting a deeper level of climate 
action by translating national goals into measurable, 
plant-level performance benchmarks. 

This transformative step aligns with India’s com-
mitments under the Paris Agreement, including 
reducing the emissions intensity of its gross domestic 
product by 47 per cent by 2030 and achieving net-zero 
by 2070, as outlined in its revised Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs). 

However, as this framework 
moves from policy declaration to 
implementation, it becomes critical 
to unpack what it means when GEI 
targets are translated into real imple-
mentable actions on the ground.  

Unpacking the GEI targets 
GEI, as conceptualised in the policy 
pronouncement, measures the 
greenhouse gases that a facility emits 
per unit of production. GEI reduction 
targets have been declared for nearly 
490 industrial units across key carbon-intensive sec-
tors, including aluminium, cement, chlor-alkali, pulp 
and paper, petroleum refining, petrochemicals, tex-
tiles, and secondary aluminium. These targets are set 
with FY24 as the baseline and apply to FY26 and FY27 
compliance years. In broad strokes, the benchmarks 
span the following sectors, with differential emission-
reduction targets: 
l Cement: A 4.7 per cent to 7.6 per cent reduction in 
GEI over two years, depending on the product type. 
l Pulp & Paper: As much as 15 per cent reduction 
over the same period for some units. 
l Aluminium & Chlor-alkali: Moderate, steady 
intensity reductions calibrated for process realities. 

The heterogeneity across sectoral GEI targets is a 
deliberate design choice, based on the abatement 
potential of these industries and taking into account 

their underlying technical and economic constraints. 
Targets grounded in the abatement potential of each 
sector avoid a one-size-fits-all mandate and instead 
align decarbonisation pathways with sector-specific 
realities.  This approach balances environmental 
effectiveness and economic feasibility while account-
ing for the unique characteristics of each sector. 

Heterogeneous abatement costs  
A closer scrutiny of stated GEI targets reveals two critical 
nuances that warrant further deliberation. First, sectors 
differ significantly not only in the scale of emissions but 
also in their underlying production processes and 

emission sources. For instance, alu-
minium smelting is largely electric-
ity-intensive, with emissions 
linked to the carbon intensity of 
power supply; cement production 
involves process emissions from 
limestone calcination, while tex-
tiles encompass a wide range of 
products with varying energy and 
fuel use patterns.  

Second, even within a sector, 
abatement costs vary widely across 
facilities due to differences in tech-
nology, fuel mix, and infrastructure 

and operational eiciency. For example, in sectors 
such as cement and chlor-alkali, incremental 
measures like clinker substitution, energy eiciency 
improvements, or waste heat recovery can deliver 
emission reductions at relatively moderate cost, 
whereas in industries such as refining and petro-
chemicals, emissions are tied to core chemical pro-
cesses and high-temperature operations.  

What makes GEI targets more effective? 
To fulfil GEI commitments, firms must first build 
credible measurement, reporting and verification 
(MRV) systems that accurately track emissions, an 
essential but often underemphasised foundation. 
Reliable baselines inform meaningful targets, while 
transparent MRV underpins credibility in both 
domestic and international contexts.  

Ultimately, the effectiveness of GEI will depend on 
how well MRV systems integrate with market func-
tioning and price discovery. A critical challenge, how-
ever, lies in the variation of emission reduction costs 
across obligated entities. Differences in technology, 
energy access, and infrastructure mean that the cost 
of reducing one additional tonne of emissions varies 
widely across firms. If not addressed, such disparities 
can lead to uneven compliance burdens, where some 
entities face significantly higher costs than others for 
achieving the same target.  

Where India stands and where it must go next 
If implemented with nuance by combining robust 
MRV systems, well-functioning markets, and support-
ive policy instruments, GEI can become a powerful 
lever for India’s industrial decarbonisation drive. To 
translate GEI from a compliance mechanism into 
operational reality, policy design must: 
l Gradually expand coverage to additional sectors 
(e.g., iron & steel) with careful calibration. A temporal 
strategic trajectory must be designed, keeping the 
practical considerations in mind. 
l Develop sectoral decarbonisation pathways aligned 
with technology readiness and investment cycles spe-
cific to the sector.  
l Strengthen carbon market institution and infra-
structure, ensuring liquidity, price stability, and trans-
parency. Robust design elements such as linking with 
other markets and market stability reserves are critical. 
l Develop and support a just transition framework, 
particularly for firms with higher abatement costs, 
through financing, technology transfer, and capac-
ity building. 

The question ahead is not whether India can set 
GEI targets — it already has — but whether it can 
ensure that they function eiciently, fairly, and stra-
tegically across sectors. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The authors are, respectively, founder of Parijata 
Earth Foundation and a sustainability expert; and  
associate professor in the department of policy and 
management studies at TERI School of Advanced 
Studies, New Delhi  

The opaqueness of Chinese politics, 
coupled with strict media censorship 
and overweening control of society, 
makes efforts to understand China dii-
cult and tedious. Scholars and students 
have to constantly dissect and contex-
tualise almost everything ever written 
and spoken about the country, a chal-
lenge that is repeated with every new 
leadership. This is where the new book 
by Jeffrey Wasserstrom, Everything You 
Wanted to Know about China: But Were 

Afraid to Ask, fits in. Short and concise, 
written in the form of questions and 
answers, the book attempts to address 
precisely this opacity. 

The book is divided into three 
themes: History & Ideology; Politics & 
Power; and Culture & Control. Under this 
broad umbrella, it covers a wide range of 
topics — Confucianism, the Great Leap 
Forward, the Cultural Revolution, the 
Tiananmen Square protests, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang, censor-
ship, journalism, and much more. 

There is, for instance, an interesting 
discussion on the “tank man”, referring 
to the famous photograph of a lone Chi-
nese man, laden with shopping, who 
stood in the way of a column of tanks a 
day after thousands of people had been 
shot dead. It became a defining image of 
the students’ protest but is barely 
remembered in China today because it 
was suppressed by the government. “The 

image showed a government that had 
lost the mandate to rule, and they really 
didn’t want to have that image out in the 
world,” Mr Wasserstrom points out. 

The book also offers a succinct and 
comprehensive account of how the Chi-
nese leadership and the Chinese Com-
munist Party today are constantly 
engaged in narrative-building with the 
aim of strengthening totalitarian control 
over Chinese society. “You have the story, 
a very powerful story about the Chinese 
past, that the Chinese Communist Party 
makes a lot out of, reversing a long 
trend,” writes Mr Wasserstrom. As British 
historian Rana Mitter points out in the 
foreword, “In China, perhaps more than 
any other society, an understanding of 
the past is vital to reading the present”. 

One of the most interesting sections 
in the book discusses similarities and 
dissimilarities between Mao and Xi Jinp-
ing. The author writes, “The ubiquity of 

Xi’s face and words in today’s 
China is a notable throwback 
to Mao’s day, but a key differ-
ence between the two leaders 
is that only the long-dead one 
revelled in chaos and class 
struggle... By contrast, Xi, 
unlike his predecessor Mao, is 
obsessed with maintaining 
order.” Despite this, they 
“share one goal: to see China 
stay under the rule of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and to 
see its status in the world rise”. 

The discussion on the 
similarities between Chiang 
Kai-shek and Xi Jinping is also 
thought provoking. “As much 
as Xi talks about carrying for-
ward the legacy of 1949, some-
times, he gives speeches that bring up 
themes that Mao would not recognise as 
the words of Chinese Communist Party 
leader. If Chiang were to come back to 
life, on the other hand, the Nationalist 
Party leader might think Xi sounded like 

one of his successors, not a 
successor to his arch-rival,” Mr 
Wasserstrom writes. Even 
when it comes to women’s 
rights and gender equality, the 
author draws parallels 
between Xi and Chiang. He 
argues, that Mao did talk 
about women holding up half 
the sky. By contrast, if one has 
to look at Xi regime, “it has 
promoted the idea that 
women should play tradi-
tional role, which is more in 
step with Chiang’s Taiwan 
than Mao’s China.” 

On Confucianism and 
Marxism, Mr Wasserstrom 
writes, “While Confucianism 
looks to an ideal past, Marxism 

and communism look to an ideal future”. 
He adds that when the Chinese Commu-
nist Party was looking for an ideal “value 
system to promulgate, Confucianism was 
the safest and most useful. It sprouted 
and flourished on Chinese soil; it is an 

ethical system and not a religion, and it 
fosters convenient conservative precepts 
like obeying authority and striving moral 
purity.” This clearly underscores Xi’s 
effort to root the idea of Chinese society 
within Confucianism, building a nar-
rative of hierarchy and obedience, with 
the citizens expected to follow the com-
mand of the Chinese Communist Party. 

For scholars and students, the book 
offers a bonus in the form of a discussion 
of what China may look like into the 
future, say, 25 years from now. The 
author does hope for more openness but 
is concerned about the weakening of the 
international institutions and organisa-
tions. He chooses to end on an opti-
mistic note: ...“developments in Chinese 
history and in world history have sur-
prised us before.” A list of suggested 
reading and the author’s anecdotal 
accounts enhances the value of this book 
as an interesting and essential read. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is associate professor at  
OP Jindal Global University
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Lessons from the past year
The provisional expenditure and revenue numbers for  
2025-26 underline the need for reviewing tax rebates
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Incorporating and directly descended from 
the Friends of India -founded 1818

Every dowry death shocks the conscience. What is more 
troubling is how often such cases are explained away 
before the facts have been fully examined. The death of 
a young bride in Bhopal has become a national story 

not merely because of the tragedy, but because it has exposed 
the uneasy relationship between social power, public 
perception and the administration of justice. India abolished 
dowry more than six decades ago. Yet the practice survives in 
countless forms, often disguised as gifts, expectations or family 
obligations. Official statistics continue to record thousands of 
dowry-related deaths every year. Most receive little public
attention. They are absorbed into a grim routine of police 
reports, legal proceedings and forgotten headlines.  
This case has broken through that routine because the families 
involved occupy positions associated with privilege, education 
and legal knowledge. 

That fact alone should prompt reflection. Economic 
advancement and professional status do not necessarily erase 
deeply rooted social attitudes. The assumption that regressive 
practices belong only to poorer or less educated sections of 
society has long been contradicted by reality. Dowry survives 
because it is woven into ideas of status, prestige and 
entitlement that cut across class lines. The more significant 
lesson, however, concerns institutions. 

Initial official assessments appeared to point towards a 
straightforward conclusion. Yet subsequent events moved in a 
different direction. Judicial intervention, the transfer of the 
investigation to a central agency and the arrest of key accused 
persons indicate that higher authorities were not prepared to 
treat the matter as settled. This does not establish guilt. Arrests 
are not convictions, and allegations remain allegations until 
tested in court. But the developments underscore an important 
principle: public confidence in justice depends not on rapid 
conclusions but on thorough scrutiny. 

The controversy has also highlighted the dangers of 
conducting parallel trials in the media. In the age of television 
debates, social media campaigns and instant commentary, 
narratives harden quickly. Families seek sympathy, lawyers 
seek advantage and public opinion often delivers verdicts 
before investigators complete their work. Such pressures can 
distort rather than strengthen the search for truth. Yet there is 
another side to public attention. Without sustained scrutiny, 
many cases involving violence against women fade into 
obscurity. Public engagement can compel institutions to act 
with greater transparency and urgency. The challenge is to 
maintain accountability without sacrificing fairness. 

Ultimately, this case is about more than one family or one 
criminal investigation. It is a reminder that the credibility of the 
justice system rests on its willingness to examine 
uncomfortable possibilities, regardless of social standing or 
institutional influence. Whether the final verdict points to 
murder, abetment, dowry-related cruelty or suicide, the larger 
test is whether the investigation is seen as independent, 
rigorous and beyond suspicion. Justice is not served by 
assumptions. It is served by evidence. In a society still 
struggling to eradicate the scourge of dowry, that distinction 
matters more than ever.

On 12 May 2026, Twisha Sharma, 
33, was found hanging in her 
matrimonial home in Bhopal’s 
Katara Hills. The FIR named her 

husband and mother-in-law on allegations 
of dowry harassment. Within days the 
Supreme Court took suo motu cognisance 
of “alleged institutional bias and procedural 
discrepancies” in the handling of her unnatural 
death, AIIMS Delhi conducted a second 
autopsy, and the case was transferred to the 
Central Bureau of Investigation. 

Six days later in Greater Noida, 25-year-old 
Deepika Nagar died after allegedly falling 
from the terrace of her three-storey matrimonial 
home, seventeen months into her marriage. 
Her father told police she had telephoned 
him minutes earlier saying she was being 
assaulted over dowry demands; the  
post-mortem found a brain bleed and multiple 
contusions. Police registered the case under 
Section 80(2) and Section 85 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and Sections 3 and 4 of the 
Dowry Prohibition Act. The alleged demand 
was a Toyota Fortuner and around Rs 50 
lakh in cash. 

Both cases remain under investigation. 
That caveat matters. A republic governed 
by law must not convict through grief, 
television, or public fury. Yet it is also true 
that these names entered a queue already 
too long for innocence to be the only national 
posture. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita defines 
dowry death as the unnatural death of a 
woman within seven years of marriage 
where cruelty or harassment connected 
with a dowry demand is shown to have 
occurred soon before her death; the punishment 
is a minimum of seven years and may extend 
to life imprisonment. If the statute is precise, 
the social disease it addresses is older, more 
elusive, and far more difficult to prosecute. 

India’s tragedy is not that it lacks laws. It 
is that the law arrives after the daughter has 
already been culturally priced. 

The old phrase for this pricing is paraya 
dhan: another’s wealth. It sounds gentle 
when spoken in a courtyard, almost affectionate, 
as though a daughter is a guest whose 
departure must be prepared with tears and 
jewellery. In truth, it is one of the most 
efficient phrases patriarchy has invented. It 
converts a child into a transfer asset. It tells 
parents that investment in her education, 
autonomy, and inheritance is generosity 
rather than duty. It tells the groom’s family 
that acceptance carries a price. It tells the 
daughter that her belonging is provisional 
from birth. 

This idea did not descend from nowhere. 
Manusmriti 9.3, in Ganganath Jha’s canonical 
translation, declares that the father guards 
her during virginity, the husband guards 

her in youth, the sons guard her in old age. 
The woman is never fit for independence. It 
would be lazy to pretend that one verse 
explains a civilisation. India’s own traditions 
contain counter-memories of learned women, 
ruling women, argumentative women, and 
saint-poets who refused to be contained by 
domestic grammar. But the Manu-like 
imagination found a durable home in everyday 
custom because it served power. It made 
control look like protection. It made exclusion 
look like honour. 

That grammar survives in the numbers. 
The National Family Health Survey-5 
put India’s sex ratio at birth at 929 girls 
per 1,000 boys, still below the natural 
range; Rajasthan stood at 891 and Punjab 
at 904. Reuters, citing the United Nations 
Population Fund, reported in 2022 that 
India was losing approximately 5.9 lakh 
girl children to prenatal sex selection 
each year between 2015 and 2020, 
contributing to an estimated forty-six 
million women and girls “missing” from 
the population by 2020. A country does 
not arrive at such figures merely through 
medical misuse. It arrives there when 
son preference becomes household 
economics, ritual expectation, old-age 
insurance, lineage anxiety, and matrimonial 
bargaining combined. 

Dowry is not an aberration within this 
system. It is its invoice. 

The legal architecture appears formidable. 
The Dowry Prohibition Act has existed since 
1961. Section 80 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita criminalises dowry death. Section 
85 punishes cruelty by the husband or his 
relatives, and Section 86 defines that cruelty 
to include wilful conduct likely to drive a 
woman to suicide or cause grave injury, and 
harassment tied to unlawful demands for 
property or valuable security. 

Yet the National Crime Records Bureau, 
in Crime in India 2023, recorded 6,156 dowry 
deaths in that year alone, with Uttar Pradesh 
accounting for 2,122 and Bihar for 1,143. The 
provisional figure for 2024, since released, 
is 5,737. The decline is welcome. Survival is 
not victory when more than five thousand 
women are still dying each year at the 
intersection of marriage, money, and impunity. 

And the official count is itself a floor: under 
the NCRB’s “principal offence” rule, where 
an FIR carries multiple charges, only the 
most heinous is recorded, so dowry deaths 
are routinely subsumed within murder or 
abetment. Researchers have argued the true 
figure is plausibly two to three times the 
published one. 

The most frightening part of dowry violence 
is not always the fatal end. It is the long 
normalisation before it: the first “small” 
demand, the comparison with another bride’s 

wedding gifts, the taunt about 
a car, the pressure on a father 
already in debt, the suggestion 
that a daughter must not 
“adjust” too loudly. By the 
time a case becomes a crime 
report, the family has usually 
passed through months or 
years of informal arbitration 
conducted by relatives whose 
first instinct is not justice 
but the preservation of 
marriage at any cost. 

This is why the fashionable 
question ~ are dowry laws 
misused? ~ is too narrow to 
carry the moral burden placed 
upon it. Any criminal law 
can be misused; false 
implication is real, and due 
process is not a decorative 

principle. But the existence of misuse cannot 
become a solvent for the reality of use. A 
society that discusses false cases more 
eagerly than dead daughters has disclosed 
its priorities. The answer is not weaker law. 
The answer is better investigation, faster 
trials, forensic seriousness, protection for 
complainants, and penalties for both cruelty 
and fabrication when either is proved. 

The discrimination does not end at 
marriage. It continues into the apparently 
respectable routines of labour and home. 
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation’s Time Use Survey of 2019 
found that women who participated in 
unpaid domestic services spent an average 
of 299 minutes a day on such work, against 
97 minutes for men. The Periodic Labour 
Force Survey for July 2023 to June 2024 put 

female labour-force participation in the 
usual status, for those aged fifteen and 
above, at 41.7 per cent; the male figure was 
78.8 per cent. The Indian woman is expected 
to study, earn, bear children, care for elders, 
preserve family honour, and remain grateful 
if she is permitted to do any of this with 
minimal obstruction. 

The paradox is brutal. The daughter is 
treated as temporary in her natal home, yet 
permanently available for service in her 
marital one. She is paraya dhan before 
marriage and family labour after it. Her 
labour is intimate enough to be demanded, 
but not economic enough to be counted. 
Her salary, where she has one, is often 
negotiable within the household. Her 
inheritance is frequently surrendered in the 
name of affection. Her body becomes the 
site where lineage, caste, class, and property 
anxieties settle their accounts. 

The constitutional answer is not ambiguous. 
Equality before law, non-discrimination on 
grounds of sex, and the right to life with 
dignity are not ornamental promises to be 
recited on national days. They are instructions. 
But constitutional morality cannot survive 
as courtroom language alone. It has to enter 
the kitchen where a daughter is told not to 
study too far from home. It has to enter the 
marriage negotiation where “gifts” are itemised 
with plausible deniability. It has to enter the 
police station where a complaint is softened 
into compromise. It has to enter the family 
WhatsApp group where a son’s entitlement 
is still mistaken for parental duty. 

The work ahead is therefore both 
administrative and intimate. Anti-dowry 
cells need trained investigators, not clerical 
desks. Deaths within seven years of marriage 
must be treated with forensic discipline, 
not local influence.  

Protection officers and women’s help 
desks must be resourced in practice, not 
merely announced. Daughters must inherit 
visibly. Schools must teach boys that  
household labour is not feminine destiny. 
Parents must stop calling dowry “customary 
gifts” when the price was negotiated before 
the priest arrived. 

The harder reform is linguistic. India must 
retire paraya dhan from the moral vocabulary 
of family life. A daughter is not another 
household’s wealth. She is not a liability 
awaiting transfer, not a ritual expense, not 
a vessel for lineage, not a future apology to 
be packaged with furniture and gold.  
She is a citizen. 

Twisha Sharma and Deepika Nagar are 
still names in pending matters, and the 
courts must do their work carefully. But the 
country need not wait for final judgments 
to examine the culture that keeps producing 
such cases. The death of a daughter is not 
born on the day her body is found. It is 
rehearsed in every joke, blessing, bargain, 
and silence that teaches her she was born 
with a debt attached. A civilised society 
does not merely punish the last act. It 
abolishes the script.

As Viet Nam pursues ambitious 
double-digit economic growth, 
infrastructure investment is 
increasingly being viewed as 

more than a tool for boosting short-term 
expansion. From expressways and urban 
railways to regional transport corridors, 
major projects are expected to reshape 
development space, strengthen national 
competitiveness and unlock new economic 
momentum. 

Government officials, business leaders 
and experts share their perspectives on 
how strategic infrastructure can become 
the backbone of Viet Nam’s next phase of 
growth and integration. 

The Ministry of Construction views 
double-digit growth as a strategic requirement 
to usher Viet Nam into a period of rapid 
and sustainable development. The ministry 
is focusing on reviewing the 2026-30 
medium-term public investment portfolio 
and formulating a double-digit growth 
scenario. Although urgent, both tasks 

require careful implementation supported 
by clear, comparable data that are easy to 
understand. The 2026-30 medium-term 
public investment portfolio must be 
developed in a clear and detailed 
manner, with projects prioritised 
from ongoing works to new 
strategic projects. They should 
be grouped into categories, 
including projects under action 
programmes linked to the 
resolution of the 14th National 
Party Congress, key projects 
under the national master plan scheduled 
for completion during 2026-30, projects 
with spillover effects, regional connectivity 
and the potential to drive local economic 
growth in line with directives from Party 
and State leaders, along with urgent 
projects in other specialised sectors. 

Project reviews and assessments must 
also be linked to specific indicators 
measuring contributions to socio-economic 
development, including increased budget 

revenues, job creation and social welfare 
protection.  

The construction sector’s double-digit 
growth scenario will clearly define the 

sector’s contribution to overall national 
growth, with a focus on key drivers 
such as investment. These include 
public investment, public-private 
partnership (PPP) models, private 
investment and sectors such as 
transport, warehousing, logistics  
and real estate, providing a foundation 
for developing an appropriate  

growth scenario. 
The double-digit GDP growth target 

represents a major development goal for 
both the country and its business community, 
particularly the private sector. To achieve 
this target, transport infrastructure must 
take the lead, as it not only improves 
connectivity and mobility but also opens 
up new development space, reduces 
logistics costs and strengthens national 
competitiveness. 

For domestic firms to be capable of 
undertaking major projects in the future, 
they must now be assigned work suited 
to their capabilities. Once the State has 
completed transport network planning 
and identified key projects, domestic 
infrastructure companies should be given 
opportunities to participate from the 
pre-feasibility study stage. This would 
allow them to fully demonstrate initiative 
and innovation in proposing investment 
plans, technical solutions, construction 
methods and cost and quality control 
measures. 

The State also needs to remove bottlenecks 
related to resources, particularly human 
resources, materials and credit. If infrastructure 
firms cannot retain workers, access medium- 
and long-term financing or secure material 
supplies, sustainable development will 
remain difficult. In addition, policies are 
needed to link project assignments with 
technology transfer and human resource 
development. 

The smooth transfer of power in Karnataka has been 
hailed as a rare display of discipline in contemporary 
Indian politics. A chief minister resigned without 
public rebellion, his long-time rival was unanimously 

elected successor, and the ruling party projected unity at every 
stage of the transition. Yet beneath the choreography lies a 
more complicated question: has Karnataka witnessed a genuine 
transfer of power, or merely a transfer of office? 

The elevation of D.K. Shivakumar to the chief minister's post 
marks the culmination of a political ambition that has shaped 
Karnataka Congress politics for years. As the party's most 
influential organiser and one of its most formidable political 
operators, Mr Shivakumar can legitimately claim to have 
earned the position. At the same time, the manner in which Mr 
Siddaramaiah departed office may prove equally significant. 

For a leader known throughout his career for resisting 
attempts to curtail his authority, Mr Siddaramaiah’s acceptance 
of the party leadership’s decision was striking. He neither 
mobilised supporters nor challenged the transition. Instead, he 
publicly endorsed his successor and emphasised loyalty to the 
party. Such conduct has enhanced rather than diminished his 
stature. In politics, voluntary restraint often creates a different 
kind of power. 

That is why the coming months will matter more than the 
swearing-in ceremony on Wednesday. The central question is 
not who occupies the chief minister's office. It is whether 
Karnataka's ruling party can function with a single centre of 
authority. Mr Siddaramaiah remains the Congress party's most 
significant mass leader in the state.  

His influence extends across legislators, social coalitions and 
regional networks that helped deliver victory in 2023. By 
declining opportunities to shift to national politics and 
signalling his continued engagement in state affairs, he has 
made it clear that retirement is not under consideration. His 
political relevance remains intact. 

This creates both an opportunity and a challenge. On one 
hand, Congress can benefit from the combined strengths of two 
leaders who appeal to different constituencies and bring 
different skills to governance and electoral politics. On the
other, Indian political history offers numerous examples of 
governments weakened by competing centres of influence. 
Cabinet formation, allocation of portfolios, organisational 
appointments and candidate selection can quickly become 
arenas of contestation if authority is perceived to be divided. 

For the Congress leadership, the immediate objective has 
been achieved. A potentially disruptive succession battle has 
been managed without visible turmoil. That alone is no small 
accomplishment in a party that has often struggled with 
state-level leadership transitions. Yet political stability is 
measured not by how a transition begins but by how 
governance proceeds afterwards. Karnataka’s new chief 
minister will soon discover that occupying the office is easier 
than consolidating authority within it. 

The state may have avoided a succession crisis. Whether it 
has also avoided a future power struggle remains an open 
question. The answer will determine not only the durability of 
the new government but also the Congress party's prospects in 
one of its most important strongholds.

Due  Process 

Transfer  of  office? 

The crime begins long before the 
FIR. It begins when a daughter is 
treated as temporary property 
in her own home
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 Healthcare 
 
Sir, With reference to the “Steps to 

transform Bengal’s health system” by Dr 
Prabir Kumar Sen (Perspective, 28 May) I 
would like to share my experiences of 
availing services from primary health centres 
in West Bengal and Nagaland, and suggest 
ways to improve. 

My father passed away on 4 January 
1992 four days after being admitted to  
the Belda Rural Hospital in West  
Midnapore district of West Bengal in the 
presence of me, my mother and nurses of 
the hospital.  

During 2019-20, the new white and blue, 
three-storied “super speciality hospital” 
building had come up in place of the old 
yellow modest one-storied “primary health 
centre”. The new hospital has more rooms 
than before. However, the facilities and 
services available are far less than that of 

the primary health centre. 
In January 2024, I visited the OPD of 

Belda super speciality hospital with  
fever and other ailments. Most of the rooms 
were empty.  

A doctor was prescribing  medicines 
symptomatically without checking up 
temperature, pressure, etc. At the ground 
floor, three young staff were dispensing 
free medicines only telling the dosage. 

In March 2024, at 2 a.m., I took my 
83-year-old mother to a community health 
centre at Jalukie in Peren district of Nagaland 
with laboured breathing.  

For two hours, three nurses and a doctor 
(all female) tried their best to treat my 
mother with nebuliser, oxygen, injection, 
etc. ~ a far cry from the Belda super  
speciality hospital.  

The promise of providing two basic civic 
amenities ~ health care and education ~ 
free or at a nominal cost to all within 10-15 
years of independence has yet to be realised. 

Visiting a government or private hospital is 
a nightmare.  

Along with secondary and tertiary hospitals, 
strengthening and increasing the number 
of primary health centres recruiting sufficient 
credible medical doctors and devoted nurses 
with basic facilities (beds, first aid, basic 
tests, oxygen, ambulance, anti venom, anti 
rabies, etc.) along with mobile medical units 
visiting every remote village weekly will go 
a long way in improving the government 
health care system of Bengal.  

Yours, etc., Dr. Samares Kumar Das, 
Jalukie, Peren,  

Nagaland, 29 May. 
 

UCC 
Sir, Apropos the report “UCC necessary 

for women’s rights: Telangana BJP chief” 
published today,  this is a unique opportunity 
to me to quote Article 44 of the Constitution 
of India which says: “The State shall endeavour 

to secure for the citizens a uniform civil 
code throughout the territory of India.”  

In Muslim marriages, there are two forms 
of divorce, Talaq-ul-Biddat (Triple Talaq) 
and Talaq-ul-Sunnat (Revocable Divorce). 
The former irrevocably dissolves the  
marriage upon triple utterance of Talaq by 
the husband. Even if he has second thoughts 
there is no scope for revocation of dissolution 
of marriage.  

In Talaq-ul-Sunnat the husband has 
liberty to revoke the divorce if reconciliation 
efforts are successful.  

A Muslim man may simultaneously have 
four wives albeit the accurate interpretation 
of the Quran prefers monogamy to polygamy. 
On the contrary, there is no scope for 
polyandry in Islam.  

Uniform Civil Code ought to be  
implemented in our country to ensure 
justice to Muslim women. 

Yours, etc., Anindya Ghosal, 
Burdwan, 29 May. 



COAL STOPPAGE DEBATE 

GOVERNMENT DUTY 
TO INTERVENE 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)  
RUGBY, JUNE  

IN the House of Commons to-day, Mr. Ramsay 
MacDonald, the Labour leader, asked what was 
the present position in regard to the coal subsidy. 

The Premier, in reply, referred to the letter 
addressed to the Miners’ Federation on May 22, 
stating that it would be impossible for the 
Government to hold open beyond the end of the 
month, the offer of a subsidy of three millions 
sterling. As this letter had elicited no response, 
the Government must reserve to themselves 
complete liberty of action. 

Later when the House went into Committee of 
Supply on the vote for the Mines Department, 
Mr. MacDonald again raised the question of the 
coal stoppage. In view of the paralysing effect of 
the stoppage upon the great national industries, 
he urged that the Government could not afford 
any longer to stand aside. 

 

LABOUR CONFERENCE 

INDIA AND 
WASHINGTON 
CONVENTION 
GENEVA, JUNE 

AT the International Labour Conference to-day 
Sir Arthur Froom pointed out India’s difficulties 
arising from the fact that she had ratified the 
Washington Convention, which, he said, the others 
had not ratified. 

He mentioned India’s efforts to improve her 
workers’ conditions, declaring that Japan had not 
so strictly adhered to her commitments at Washington. 
The result was especially noticeable in Bombay. If 
the situation was not remedied it was to be feared 
that the Indian peoples’ trust in the International 
Labour Office would be strongly shaken. 

He hoped that the Japanese delegate would 
give an assurance that his Government would 
find a remedy. - Reuter. 

 

SIR ARTHUR FROOM 

KARACHI AND GENEVA 
APPOINTMENT 
LONDON, JUNE  

WITH reference to the Geneva cable reporting 
the protest of certain Indian commercial bodies 
against the appointment of Sir Arthur Froom to 
represent Indian employers at the International 
Labour Conference, the Karachi Chamber of 
Commerce point out that the cable suggests that 
the Karachi Chamber of Commerce is a party to 
the protest. The Chamber states that such is not 
the case. There is no objection whatever on the 
Chamber’s part to Sir Arthur Froom’s appointment. 
It is understood that Indian bodies at Karachi 
which took part in the protest are the Indian 
Merchants’ Association and the Buyers and 
Shippers’ Chamber.—Reuter. 

PRAVIN KAUSHAL 
 

It is peak mango season in 
India. The Alphonso harvest 
is at its richest, the Kesar at its 
most fragrant. Exporters across 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Uttar 
Pradesh have prepare d their 
consignments. And Japan, one of 
the world's most demanding and 
most lucrative fruit markets, has 
shut its doors. 

In March 2026, Japanese quarantine 
inspectors conducted their routine 
pre-season visit to India's Vapour 
Heat Treatment (VHT) facility in 
Rehmanpur, Uttar Pradesh. Their 
findings were not routine. The 
Yokohama Plant Protection Association 
subsequently issued a directive 
rejecting all mango consignments 
bearing inspection certificates issued 
on or after 25 March 2026.

Imports, it stated, would remain 
suspended until Japan was satisfied 
that operational standards had 
improved. The implications extend 
well beyond this season's lost 
revenue. They speak to a structural 
failure in how India manages the 
relationship between agricultural 
ambition and agricultural compliance. 

The history of Indian mangoes 
in Japan is a study in the extraordinary 
difficulty of gaining access to a 
premium market and the relative 
ease with which that access can be 
lost. Japan first banned Indian 
mangoes in 1986, citing fears that 
fruit flies carried within the fruit 
could devastate Japanese agriculture. 
Fruit flies are not a minor concern. 
These insects lay their eggs inside 
the fruit; after hatching, the larvae 
feed on the pulp, rotting the fruit 
from within and causing production 
to collapse. 

Countries like Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the United States 
maintain some of the world's strictest 
quarantine systems precisely because 
a single invasive pest species entering 
unchecked can destroy entire 
agricultural sectors. Mediterranean 
fruit fly outbreaks, for instance, 
have caused billions of dollars in 
damage globally. 

Japan maintains what it describes 
as a zero-risk approach. Every 

consignment, every facility, every 
certification is scrutinised with that 
standard in mind. 

After the 1986 ban, India spent 
the next two decades working to 
meet it. Large-scale pest surveys 
were conducted. Scientific field 
studies and laboratory testing were 
undertaken. VHT infrastructure 
(treatment chambers in which 
mangoes are exposed to precisely 
controlled heat and humidity to 
kill any eggs or larvae inside the 
fruit, without chemical residue and 
without compromising freshness) 
was installed specifically to meet 
Japanese requirements. Japanese 
inspection teams were invited. 
Three years of continuous surveys 
were completed. Then-Commerce 
Minister Kamal Nath took up the 
matter with Japanese authorities. 

In June 2006, Japan formally 
lifted the ban. Indian mangoes, 
specifically varieties including 
Alphonso, Kesar, Langra, Banganapalli, 
Chausa, and Malika from approved 
exporting states including Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, and West Bengal, entered 
one of the world's most prestigious 
fruit markets. For nearly 20 years, 
the trade continued without incident. 

The process that restored Indian 
mangoes to Japan in 2006 rested 
on one critical technology: Vapour 
Heat Treatment. VHT is internationally 
recognised and accepted by Japan, 
South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, 
and the United States as one of the 
safest,  most effective ways to 
eliminate fruit flies. But its effectiveness 
depends entirely on precise execution: 
correct temperature, correct duration, 
accurate monitoring, and proper 
certification. Even small procedural 
failures can invalidate the entire 
treatment. 

But VHT is only as trustworthy 
as the facility operating it. Japan 
does not certify a country; it certifies 
a system, and if the system fails, so 
does the certification. 

When Japanese inspectors visited 
the Rehmanpur facility in March 
2026, they found deficiencies across 
multiple dimensions: fumigation 
procedures, disinfection systems, 
operational standards, and quarantine 

compliance measures. The precise 
technical details have not been 
publicly disclosed. What is clear is 
that  Japan considere d the 
shortcomings serious enough to 
suspend all imports, choosing not 
to issue a warning or demand 
corrective action within a defined 
window, but to act immediately 
and comprehensively. 

Some exporters have expressed 
frustration, arguing that the failure 
of one or two facilities should not 
have resulted in a blanket rejection 
of all consignments, and that the 
insp e ct ion pro cess  app eare d 
excessively strict. These concerns 
are understandable, particularly 
for exporters whose facilities were 
compliant. But Japan's position is 
equally clear: operational standards 
are not negotiable, and the zero-risk 
approach does not permit selective 
enforcement. 

The 2026 suspension is significant 
not only for what it reveals about 
one facility in Uttar Pradesh, but 
for what it reveals about India's 
approach to sustaining premium 
export market access. 

India is the world's largest mango 
producer, growing over a thousand 
varieties and producing millions 
of tonnes annually. Of that, 3,000 
to 5,000 metric tonnes are exported 
each year, generating approximately 
USD 40 to 50 million in foreign 
exchange. Japan represents a smaller 
share of that volume, but its value 
per unit is disproportionately high. 
Japanese consumers pay double 
or triple the prices obtained in other 
markets for verified, high-quality 
fruit. Small volume does not mean 
small importance. 

Yet evidence suggests that the 
infrastructure required to maintain 
Japanese market access was not 
kept to the standard that access 
demands. The question worth asking 
is: who was responsible for monitoring 
compliance between Japanese 
inspection visits? What internal 
audit systems existed? Were the 
deficiencies identified in 2026 new 
failures, or long-standing ones that 
had not previously been caught? 

India 's  agric ultural  exp or t 
frameworks have historically focused 

on securing market access: the 
negotiations, the protocols, the 
diplomatic effort. What tends to 
receive less sustained attention is 
the harder, less visible work of 
maintaining that access: continuous 
facility upgrades, rigorous internal 
compliance audits, investment in 
monitoring technology, and the 
cultivation of an institutional culture 
that treats quarantine standards 
not as an external imposition but 
as a professional obligation. 

The timing of the 2026 ban, at 
the height of the export season, 
has maximised its immediate 
economic damage. But the longer-term 
reputational risk may be more 
consequential. 

Agricultural trade is built on trust. 
When Japan questions the reliability 
of India's quarantine systems, other 
importing countries take notice. 
They begin asking whether India's 
treatment protocols are consistently 
applied, whether its certification 
systems are robust, whether its 
inspections are genuinely independent. 
The concern does not remain 
contained to mangoes. It extends 
to every category of fresh fruit and 
vegetable in which India is attempting 
to build or expand export markets. 
This is precisely why exporters are 
right to be alarmed, and why the 
government's response must go 
beyond quiet diplomacy. 

Regaining Japanese market access 
will require more than an apology 
and a promise. It will require the 
kind of sustained, demonstrable 
effort that preceded the 2006 
restoration, this time directed not 

at market entry, which has already 
been achieved, but at systemic 
compliance reform. 

VHT facilities must be upgraded 
and their monitoring systems 
modernised. Internal compliance 
regimes must be strengthened, with 
better fumigation procedures and 
rigorous record-keeping. Japan 
must  b e  invite d to  conduct 
re-inspections and must be able to 
see corrective actions demonstrated, 
no t  s imply promise d.  Digital 
certification and improved export 
documentation must reduce the 
margin for procedural error. And 
the engagement with Japanese 
plant protection authorities must 
be continuous, not seasonal. 

Above all, India's agricultural 
export institutions need to internalise 
a principle that Japan has always 
applied: in a zero-risk market, there 
is no such thing as near enough. 

The 1986 ban lasted 20 years. 
The 2006 restoration required three 
years of continuous surveys, ministerial 
engagement, and the installation 
of new infrastructure. That investment 
was not a one-time achievement. 
It was a commitment that required 
ongoing renewal, and in 2026, that 
commitment appears to have lapsed. 

The mangoes are ready. The 
market is willing. The failure is 
institutional. And institutional 
failures, unlike harvests, do not 
recover in a season. 

 
 

(The writer is director-Mrikal (AI/Data Center) 
and a young alumni member, Government 
Liaison Task Force, IIT Kharagpur, and tweets as 
@ipravinkaushal)
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ACROSS 
 
7    Kim leaves 

Himalayan state 

hospital a religious 

adherent (4) 

8    Trunk road 

primarily going on 

to Somalia (5) 

9    Batik: the first cut, 

woven fabric of 

Asia (4) 

11  Oriental setting 

for �edgy work� 

from Beatles wife 

and naked mystic? 

(8) 

12  India�s boxing 

champ? Just the 

opposite in 

Olympic venue  

(6) 

13  One day California 

will supply an 

entire continent 

(6) 

14  Acclaimed singer 

provided by Spain 

for their holiday 

spot (8) 

16  Capital city 

determining itself 

leaves Indonesia 

for starters (4) 

18  Revolutionary 

communist near to 

getting authority 

in the Midlands (5) 

19  Expression of 

relief as man 

found in outskirts 

of Warsaw (4) 

20  Three times oyster 

content gets sent 

back in US national 

park (8) 

21  Seaport of Bali 

unfortunately 

overwhelmed by 

bad smell (6) 

23  Informed Ohio 

about drug 

manufacturing 

centre there (6) 

25  Brazil almost 

beaten by largely 

unconventional 

island group of 13 

(8) 

26  Spend some time 

relaxing in 

Shanghai (4) 

27  Thailand women 

leaving money for 

Pacific kingdom (5) 

28  Expecting Lima to 

fight (4) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    American setter�s 

parting words: 

�Shoot slightly 

upwind� (3,3) 

2    A variety of claret 

that�s very hard to 

confuse with 

Poitiers� (2-8) 

3    Semi-aquatic 

mammal picked up 

north of 

Washington capital 

(6) 

4    Compound rate�s 

void in Ukraine (4) 

5    November or May 

touring North 

Dakota�s French 

region (8) 

6    Put on clothing for 

international 

singer from 

Canada (4) 

10  Nemesis roller 

coaster ride for 

Faroes shortly to 

welcome children 

(4-3) 

14  Hebridean island in 

which I will occupy 

log home? (5) 

15  April wind swirling 

round a city in 

Pakistan (10) 

17  Italy�s sparkling 

water maintaining 

its river 

crustaceans�  
order (7) 

18  Sail away after 

Germany, one 

nation in 13  

(8) 

21  Superhero gets 

New York to 

replace trademark 

tree (6) 

22  Complex system in 

Saudi regularly 

defied 

understanding  

(6) 

24  Hebridean island in 

which I will occupy 

starter home?  

(4) 

25  Area of Zambia 

concerned with 

energy  

(4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

M A N S I O N H A N O V E R
I Y M A A I I E
D E L H I T E L E G E N I C
O O T T L H D K
F A N T A S Y F O O T B A L L
F S T W L E

M I N U T E C R O S S
G A O N E L O S
A L L I N W I N D E R
S L E A B A
W I S H F U L T H I N K I N G
O P A C A S L E
R A I N C L O U D I G L O O
K C E M E N E L
S H E A T H E S I G H T E D

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 03 June 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL NOTE 
THE three Danish oarsmen who in spite of 

their misadventure in the Channel say they are 
determined to reach Calcutta in a rowing boat by 
skirting the shores of all the countries between 
England and India are obviously mistaken when 
they add that the Channel crossing is the most 
difficult part of their task. Their real troubles will 
begin when they have passed through the Suez 
Canal and the trouble will not be connected solely 
with bad weather and heavy seas. The Arabian 
side of the Red Sea and of the Persian Gulf which 
they must skirt if they carry out their programme 
of sleeping every night on land and rowing by 
day is inhabited by fierce tribesmen and fishermen. 
The people look upon all strangers as their natural 
prey, and the oarsmen sleeping on land are likely 
to lose not only their boat and its stores but their 
lives. Only well found and well-manned ships 
with an adequate number of firearms could hope 
to complete without risk the journey the Danes 
contemplate. At the same time Doughty travelled 
alone in Arabia for two years and emerged alive, 
and this after it was known amongst the Arabs 
that the British Government had washed its 
hands of all responsibility concerning him. So 
the Danes may win through yet, particularly if 
various Sheikhs along the coast are asked to keep 
an eye upon them.

ZILLUR RAHMAN 
 

The rule of any government 
is difficult to judge within 
100 days, but it is enough 
time to observe and learn 

about the instincts of the new 
leadership. One may observe whether 
a particular group of people is 
celebrating a victory or turning it 
in  a  cer tain dire ct ion.  When 
disc ussing the newly forme d 
government in Bangladesh, we may 
speak of both assurance and alarm. 
Assurance, since the administration 
has so far demonstrated initiative, 
confidence, and determination in 
addressing neglected issues. On 
the other hand, one should bear in 
mind that the country’s problems 
are deep, systemic, and politically 
compromised, and so need more 
time to be fixed. 

The new administration, making 
i t  to  off ice  through the 13th 
parliamentary election on February 
12 this year,  had the unusual 
combination of  pressure and 
opportunities. Bangladesh had been 
facing hard times due to political 
conflicts, social mistrust, and financial 
instability. Nevertheless, the election 
resulted in a victory that gave the 
BNP a solid mandate and extremely 
high expectations from society. 

People supported the party not just 
because of the electoral process 
but because they wanted to see 
normalcy, security, lower prices, 
jobs, safety, and respect for citizens. 

From this perspective, one may 
observe another victory achieved 
by the BNP government - 
psychologically. After a long break 
during the transition period, Bangladesh 
returned to its  constitutional 
government. It is crucial for the 
country as it faces constant alternation 
between political triumphalism and 
fear. Even the process of return to 
democracy should be perceived as 
a remarkable step forward. From 
this perspective, Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman has sought to 
demonstrate calmness, determination, 
and statecraft, rather than revenge, 
street rhetoric, and drama. 

It goes without saying that the 
prime minister has demonstrated 
another side of himself. Over the 
years, he became one of the most 
controversial political figures in 
the country, trusted by his supporters 
while distrusted by the others. 
Moreover, he spent many years 
living in exile ;  thus, he faced 
difficulties returning to political 
life. However, the first 100 days 
showed a more humble leader than 
people were used to. 

The prime minister has demonstrated 
patience and restraint in his public 
speeches. Diplomatic meetings 
revealed that he chose a milder 
attitude rather than harshness. Politics 
in Bangladesh is usually marked by 
loudness, confrontation, and aggression; 
the prime minister, however, decided 
to adopt humility. For a country 
exhausted by constant enmity, 
humility may also bring benefits. 

A positive aspect of this government’s 
strategy is that it chose a more 
sensible way to deal with the political 
opposition. As for policies, the 
government demonstrates its activity. 
Firstly, the focus has been on 
inflation, energy, employment and 
law enforcement, as expected by 
the people. Secondly, there are 
initiatives designed to assist farmers 
and poor citizens. Thirdly, this 
government understands that, to 
be successful, it must prove its 
ability to govern the country effectively. 

In international relations, the BNP 
government seems to act reasonably 
as the country is unable to afford 
adventurous policies. Today, Bangladesh 
should find a way to maintain good 
relations with the neighbouring 
countries, major powers, donor 
countries, and regional players at 
once. So far, the government has 
succeeded in this matter. 

However, the challenges that the 
BNP government is likely to face 
in the coming months are huge. 

Today, the most difficult aspect 
of political life in Bangladesh is its 
culture. Ruling parties traditionally 
fall victim to patronage systems 
and overconfidence in their own 
loyalty, as well as the idea that a 
victory gives the right to dominate. 
Should the government make the 
same mistake, its popularity is 
likely to decline rapidly. 

Another problem relates to the 
level of expectations from the 
government. As the ruling party 
has won the election, myths have 
emerged about its political return, 

resilience, and the country’s correction. 
However, symbols should lead to 
actual change.  

So, the following question arises: 
will the government manage to 
improve democratic institutions? 
Can they tolerate criticism? Is there 
any chance to fight corruption? 
Will they show professionalism 
despite political preferences? 

These questions are crucial because 
their answer will determine this 
government’s fate. Nevertheless, 
some may agree that the new 
government has behaved well in 
its first 100 days. Compared to 
expectations, it seems much more 
mature, restrained, and reasonable. 

It may be explained by either 
personal experience of suffering 
from politics or the understanding 
that the country has changed. 
Bangladesh no longer wants endless 
confrontation. People want to live 
normally, with working institutions. 
Moreover, they want to hear the 
voice of reason. 

One hundred days is far too short 
for a full assessment. But they are 
enough to judge its direction. The 
first 100 days do not yet offer a 
verdict. They offer something more 
important: a possibility. 

 
The Daily Star/ANN.

New Dhaka regime shows mature approach

The mango that broke a market



I have been chanting God’s names for a long time, but
mostly inattentively. It is not that I did so intentionally, but
it used to happen helplessly. I did not know how to get over
this weakness, despite the fact that I knew that I was not
reaping the full advantage of chanting.

To my credit, I never gave up chanting, doing it day after
day. Finally, my Lord revealed why I was not attentive. The
first reason became clear from the following three exam-
ples.

Hanumanji had just returned from Lanka, having met
Mother Sita and burned Lanka. Obviously, Lord
Ramachandra was very pleased. Seeing the Lord’s mood,
Hanumanji prayed, “O my Lord, please be kind enough to
grant me Your unwavering ‘bhakti’ (devotion), which is the
giver of immense ‘sukha’ (bliss).” (Shri Ramcharitmanas,

Sunderkanda 33) Another example is that of Goswami
Tulsidas, who prayed at the beginning of this Kanda, “O
Raghukul Shrestha, please grant me Your unmixed bhakti.”
(SRS 2)

The third example is that of Vibhishanji,
who, after meeting Lord Ramachandra,
prayed, “O Merciful Lord, please grant me
Your pure bhakti.” (SRS 48)

Are these famous examples not indicat-
ing something? They are: bhakti can only
be granted by God and God alone. No one
can attain bhakti on his own, which I was trying to do. The
second reason is equally compelling. Lord Krishna has cau-
tioned in Verse 7.14: “This Maya (illusory nature) of Mine,
consisting of the three ‘gunas’ (modes), is divine and very
difficult to overcome.”

What is the Lord cautioning about? Two facts: Maya is
created by God and consists of three modes - goodness,

passion, and darkness. These are all-pervading in this mate-
rial world, and everyone, without exception, is under their
influence to varying degrees. (18.40) What happens due to
such influence? The mind, which is fickle, forceful, strong,
and obstinate (6.34), drags attention away from chanting
to somewhere, anywhere. And we are helpless about it.

What is the solution? The Lord gives it: “Those who take
shelter in Me alone are able to transcend this Maya.” Mark
the word alone, because God is the only option.

What is my experience? I have started to seek help before
I begin chanting. It works until the mind wanders again.
Then I pray for help once more and bring the mind back
to chanting. It is working. From a very low percentage of
attention, it has risen to a high percentage. I am over the
moon about this transformation.

Is not chanting the highest ‘yajna’ (sacri-
fice), as described by Lord Krishna in Verse
10.25? This being so, it will yield maximum
benefits if done properly, which I am hoping
to gain.  One more thing I am doing to
increase my devotion is to begin thanking my
Lord for all the successes that are coming my

way. This thankfulness has started to enhance my love for
God. Are we not, as small souls, quite helpless and largely
ignorant, yet overwhelmed by such mercy? As a matter of
fact, it makes all the difference.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 
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even permitting espionage and infiltration
operations abroad.”

The creation of what is being hailed as
“Japan’s CIA” is the most significant overhaul
of Japan’s intelligence structure in more than
seventy years. The Americans appear willing
to overlook the 1945 conditions they them-
selves imposed as victors of the Second World
War in order to strengthen modern Japan

through stronger intelligence integration, faster
information-sharing capabilities, and more
effective counter-intelligence structures.

The reality of operational difficulties and lim-
itations arising from unilateral military opera-
tions overseas, such as those seen in the
ensuing US-Iran conflict, has led to serious con-
cerns in Japan about the ability of the US mili-
tary to intervene successfully should China
attack Taiwan. Japan feels increasingly vulner-
able to the Chinese threat and realises that it
must take greater responsibility for its own secu-
rity. In Sanae Takaichi, many Japanese see the
political intent and determination necessary to
change course decisively.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi openly framed
the bill in existential terms for Japan’s future,
insisting that “foreign influence operations,
including the spread of disinformation, consti-
tute a threat that can shake national security”.
This argument helped create a situation in which
public support stood at 39.1 per cent, while 41.9
per cent remained neutral or undecided, and only
19 per cent opposed the measure.

Clearly, politics, geopolitical shifts, and the per-
ceived wounds of history have evolved, and
many Japanese no longer feel burdened by the
constitutional constraints imposed in the after-
math of the Second World War.

In the first meeting of the “Expert Meeting on
Considering Security from the Perspective of
Comprehensive National Strength”, Sanae
Takaichi further raised the stakes by discussing

higher defence spending and stronger military
capabilities. Japan already operates F-35 stealth
fighters, Tomahawk missiles, Patriot and Aegis
missile-defence systems, Apache attack heli-
copters, and other advanced platforms. More
importantly, it is developing its own hyperson-
ic weapons, long-range missiles, electromagnet-
ic railguns, and a co-developed sixth-generation
fighter programme (GCAP).

All this, combined with strong political
support, is giving nightmares to Chinese
Communist Party strategists, who increasingly
realise that Japan has decisively moved beyond
its post-war strategic restraint.

Reports emerging from the Ukrainian and
Iranian theatres are reinforcing Japanese con-
cerns that military alliances can become strained
and unreliable, that industrial capacity and
ammunition stockpiles matter enormously,
and that nations require substantial indigenous
defence capabilities. The ability to hold out longer
or deter aggression if American intervention is
delayed or uncertain has fuelled right-wing mil-
itarist thinking within sections of Japanese pol-
itics.

Essentially, Japan believes it needs far greater
self-reliant deterrence because the interna-
tional system has become less reliable.

As Japan’s south-western islands are geograph-
ically close to Taiwan, China is continuously fac-
toring possible Japanese capabilities and
responses into its Taiwan-related strategic cal-
culations. With the acquisition of long-range
strike capabilities and growing constitutional
confidence, Beijing is increasingly viewing Japan
as the central pillar of the US-led Indo-Pacific
alliance system aimed at constraining China’s
rise.

Sanae Takaichi is adding fuel to the fire with
statements such as: “Deterrence only works
when the other side knows you have the capa-
bility and the will to respond.”

Editor’s

As we are about to celebrate World Environment Day, there is a
revelation that is both shocking and unfortunate. Heatwaves in
India kill at least 3,000 people every year, and this number can
rise to 30,000. It is shocking because the number is so high,
and unfortunate because no one takes it seriously, even though
these deaths can be avoided if the right steps are taken by the
government.

For years, the Indian government has reported roughly 800
heat-related deaths annually. But a reputed research paper has
challenged this figure. A peer-reviewed study published last
week in Frontiers in Environmental Health suggests the real
number may be forty times higher. A single intense heat day,
the researchers found, can cause approximately 3,400 excess
deaths across India. A prolonged five-day heatwave can cause
around 30,000 deaths. Even these figures, the authors caution,
are likely an undercount.

The gap between 800 and 30,000 is not a rounding error. It
is a policy failure of the first order. What is not counted does not
demand a response - and India has, for decades, chosen not to
count. The burden falls hardest on those least able to bear it.
Five states - Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Gujarat - account for over 60 per cent of projected heatwave
mortality while contributing only 29 per cent of national GDP.
These are states of outdoor workers, subsistence farmers,
construction labourers, and the urban poor, with no air
conditioning and no option to stay indoors. This is not bad luck.
It is environmental injustice written into policy and inaction.

Heatwave deaths are directly proportional to the economic
condition of people and the work they do for a living. Farmers,
labourers, and service providers are most at risk, though climate
change is the accelerant. South Asia is among the world’s most
heat-vulnerable regions, and India is leading the pack.
Heatwaves that were once rare extremes are becoming routine.
Delhi and large parts of north-west India were under a
continuous heatwave for over two weeks this May. As global
temperatures rise further, events of this severity will occur not
once a decade but multiple times a year.

The path forward is clear, even if the political will remains
elusive. India must first declare heatwaves a notified national
disaster, unlocking emergency finance for the states that need it
most. It must overhaul its mortality surveillance so that excess
deaths are actually measured, not concealed behind the narrow
“heatstroke” category. It must build cooling infrastructure -
shaded public spaces, cool roofs, and green cover - in the dense
urban wards where the poor have nowhere to retreat. And it
must enforce restrictions on outdoor work during extreme heat
alerts, protecting the crores of workers for whom stopping work
means going hungry. India can definitely take up this
challenge. After the Super Cyclone of 1999, which killed
thousands of people in Odisha, the state prepared itself for
large-scale evacuations. This same urgency and preparedness
must guide heatwave management; otherwise, it is going to
become an even bigger killer, albeit a silent one.

Heatwaves are no longer a seasonal extreme.
They are a recurring public health emergency,

killing tens of thousands

Catastrophic heatwaves
are killing thousands

A stronger Supreme Court
The Supreme Court’s decision to appoint five new judges
on June 2, 2026, taking its working strength to 37 against
the sanctioned strength of 38, is a welcome step towards
strengthening India’s judicial system. Particularly encour-
aging is the elevation of senior advocate Venkita
Subramani Mohana, which increases women’s represen-
tation on the Supreme Court Bench. She becomes only
the second woman to be directly elevated from the Bar
to the apex court, after Justice Indu Malhotra, and joins
Justice BV Nagarathna on the Bench. The appointments
reflect the growing role and participation of women in
the Indian judiciary and underline the importance of diver-
sity in the justice-delivery system. Equally significant is the
increase in the Court’s overall strength at a time when
the country is grappling with a massive backlog of pending
cases. Additional judges can help expedite hearings, reduce
delays, and improve access to timely justice for citizens.

The issue assumes greater importance in light of the
recent NCRB Prison Statistics Report, which highlights
severe overcrowding in Indian prisons, much of it linked
to delays in the disposal of cases. Strengthening the
Supreme Court is therefore is a necessary step towards
ensuring a more efficient, inclusive, responsive, and acces-
sible justice system for all citizens. 

KIRTI WADHAWAN I KANPUR

Karnataka’s leadership transition
The high-stakes leadership transition in Karnataka,
which saw DK Shivakumar replace Siddaramaiah as Chief
Minister, concluded with surprising outward harmony.
However, political analysts have warned that the road
ahead for the ruling Congress government may be far from
smooth. The underlying tension stems from
Siddaramaiah’s refusal to accept a Rajya Sabha seat. By
remaining active in State politics, the veteran leader has
retained considerable influence and continues to be
viewed as an alternative power centre within the party.

Siddaramaiah commands a strong mass base and
enjoys the loyalty of a significant section of Congress leg-
islators, many of whom were reportedly reluctant to see
Shivakumar take over the top post. Consequently, while
the transfer of power appeared orderly in public, a quiet
rivalry between the two leaders is believed to persist
beneath the surface. The real challenge now lies in
Shivakumar’s ability to consolidate his authority, unite the
party, and win the confidence of sceptical legislators.
Karnataka faces important governance and developmen-
tal challenges that require stability and policy continu-
ity. Whether the current arrangement evolves into effec-
tive cooperation or descends into factional conflict
remains to be seen in the months ahead.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

TAKE

SANAE TAKAICHI
IS ADDING FUEL

TO THE FIRE
WITH

STATEMENTS
SUCH AS:

“DETERRENCE
ONLY WORKS

WHEN THE
OTHER SIDE
KNOWS YOU

HAVE THE
CAPABILITY AND

THE WILL TO
RESPOND”

Farmers harvest paddy crops in a field in Nagaon district, Assam.
PHOTO: PTI

PIC TALK

The collapse of a densely

populated building near Saket

Metro Station in South Delhi on

Saturday, which claimed six

lives and injured ten others, is a

grim reminder of the urgent

need to strengthen urban

governance and regulatory

oversight. The tragedy was not

merely the result of an ageing

structure. Reports suggest that

the owner had added an

additional floor to an already

overstretched five-to-seven-

storey building in pursuit of

higher rental income. Such

reckless violations of building

norms inevitably increase

structural stress and put

countless lives at risk.

This incident should not be

viewed as a simple accident but

as a serious case of negligence

with fatal consequences.

Unfortunately, similar

unauthorised constructions exist

across many parts of Delhi and

other Indian cities. Municipal

authorities have a responsibility

to monitor building activity,

groundwater extraction, sewage

systems, and utility connections

to ensure compliance with

safety regulations.

The failure lies not only with

individual violators but also

with weak enforcement and

poor urban planning. Clear limits

on plot coverage, building

height, and occupancy must be

strictly enforced. 

As cities continue to expand

rapidly, policymakers must

prioritise good governance,

accountability, and effective

regulation to prevent such

avoidable tragedies from

recurring.

SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI
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Japan is steadily moving away from post-war pacifism, strengthening its military and intelligence capabilities under Sanae
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Telangana: Growth and promise
On June 2, 2026, Telangana celebrated its 12th State
Formation Day. Cradled in the heart of the Deccan Plateau,
nestled between the valleys of the Godavari and Krishna
rivers, Telangana possesses a rich historical legacy
dating back to the ancient Ashmaka Janapada, the only
southern kingdom among the sixteen Mahajanapadas.
The creation of the modern state of Telangana was not
simply a result of administrative reorganisation, but rather
the culmination of decades-long democratic struggles and
the sacrifices of countless martyrs, whose memory has
been immortalised through the Gun Park monument. Over
the years, the state has emerged as a national model in
welfare and development, achieving notable heights in
the information technology industry, infrastructure, irri-
gation, and industrial growth. 

The state’s ambition of becoming a major econom-
ic powerhouse by 2047, however, should be carefully
balanced against translating this economic growth into
the betterment of marginalised communities. The best
tribute to those who preserved Telangana’s identity
would be a renewed commitment to social justice and
inclusive development. Telangana’s success will be mea-
sured by how effectively the benefits of growth reach
every citizen.

VIDYASAGAR REDDY KETHIRI | TELANGANA

AJIT KUMAR 
BISHNOI

The term “Tokko” (short for Tokubetsu Koto
Keisatsu) was used for the secret police of
Imperial Japan from 1911 to 1945. Often compared
to the infamous Nazi Gestapo or the Soviet NKVD,
it was associated with Japanese militarism, sur-
veillance, and authoritarianism. However, it
was dissolved after Japan’s defeat in 1945 during
Allied occupation reforms. These reforms (Article
9) included the renunciation of war and the dis-
continuation of traditional Japanese armed
forces. Basically, Japan was denied the possession
of war-fighting capabilities, infrastructure, or any
form of offensive policies or plans.

Since the Cold War, and especially after the
1990s, Japan has reinterpreted Article 9 more flex-
ibly. This led to a more lenient interpretation
allowing “collective self-defence”, implying that
Japan could aid allies under attack in certain sit-
uations. Various factors, such as the expanding
Chinese footprint, a belligerent North Korea, and
even the global terror industry, forced a rethink.
Many nationalist Japanese leaders insisted that
strict pacifist interpretations were outdated and
self-defeating in the evolving strategic environ-
ment. The Japanese Self-Defence Forces (JSDF)
became increasingly militarised, better trained,
and started conducting international exercises
and missions.

The Shinzo Abe era transformed that outlook
even more aggressively as Chinese ambitions,
claims, and maritime activity became increasing-
ly threatening. From ideating the QUAD
(Quadrilateral cooperation with China-wary
powers such as the USA, India, and Australia) to
acquiring long-range strike missiles and convert-
ing naval platforms into aircraft carriers, the
Japanese consciously started moving away from
their original pacifism.

Today, the Prime Minister of Japan, Sanae
Takaichi, is widely considered a political protégé
and ideological successor of the hardline nation-
alist Shinzo Abe. China has been concerned by
her hawkish rhetoric on security issues, and her
recent passage of a bill to strengthen Japanese
militarisation through the creation of a “National
Intelligence Council” (with a parallel “National
Intelligence Bureau” to create a centralised and
vertically integrated intelligence system) has
unsettled the Chinese leadership considerably.

Chinese concerns were captured by its unof-
ficial mouthpiece, Global Times, which noted:
“Even more dangerously, the bill explicitly incor-
porates ‘foreign intelligence activities’ into its
mandate, shifting Japan’s intelligence functions
from a domestic security focus to the collection
of overseas military and security intelligence - and

Learning to chant with the heart



There have been
concerted efforts to
modernise land-
record administra-
tion in the country,
which are deliver-
ing positive out-
comes. However,
there are still
several challenges.
States with robust,
updated records
are at various

stages of digitalisation. In many other states, land
ownership is still recorded in the names of ances-
tors. In major parts of the North-Eastern states,
there is an absence of conventional records of
rights due to the practice of community owner-
ship. Even though there is a widespread practice
of sharecropping and informal leasing across the
country, there is reluctance to record the same in
many states due to the legacy of laws related to
adverse possession. National Crime Records
Bureau data also indicate that land-related disputes
are one of the major motives for crimes in rural
areas. The Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in agri-
culture offers a way forward to meet these chal-
lenges. To transform governance and policy
implementation in the agriculture sector, the Union
Government launched the Digital Agriculture
Mission (DAM) in 2024. One of the key components
of the mission is to establish a DPI for agriculture.
The building block of this infrastructure is Agri Stack,
comprising three core registries - farm, farmer, and
crop sown. Farm Registry is a database of geo-ref-

erenced plots with a unique Farm ID. Each agri-
cultural plot is provided with a unique Farm ID
for identification. Simultaneously, each farmer
owning agricultural land is provided with a unique
Farmer ID, which, at the back end, will have com-
plete details of each plot owned by the farmer,
along with the share/extent of the farmer in that
plot. The Farmer Registry is dynamically linked to
the digitised records of rights of the State
Revenue Department, ensuring that changes in
the records of rights due to sale, inheritance, etc.,
are automatically updated in the Farmer Registry.
The third pillar is the Crop Sown Registry, with
details of crops sown on each plot for each crop
cycle, developed on the basis of the Digital Crop
Survey. The survey is undertaken immediately after
the sowing seasons. Discipline in the survey is
ensured as it is mandatory for the surveyor to phys-
ically enter the plot of land being surveyed to record
the crop sown.

Agri Stack is being developed as a collaborative
exercise between the Central Government and the
State/UT Governments while ensuring that it is cred-
ible, standardised, and interoperable across the
country, both at the federal and state levels.

As of May15,  2026, more than 9.50 crore Farmer
IDs had been created across the country. The Digital
Crop Survey was conducted in more than 30 crore
plots across 648 districts, covering 24 states
during the Rabi season of 2025-26.

Agri Stack is being developed primarily to
empower farmers to seamlessly avail themselves
of various scheme benefits, and not as an alterna-
tive to land records or certificates of land owner-
ship and crops sown. The dynamic linkage with

records of rights ensures the authenticity of the
Farmer Registry. This arrangement of a separate
registry linked to records of rights would ensure
that farmers are less hesitant in digitally authoris-
ing, in the Farmer Registry, their relatives, share-
croppers, and leaseholders (formal or informal) to
avail themselves of scheme benefits such as MSP
procurement, procurement of fertiliser, crop
insurance, or even crop loans.

The flexible architecture of Agri Stack and its
potential to be used for availing entitlement-based
benefits have catalysed reforms in land-revenue
administration and the process of modernisation
and digitalisation of land-record administration in
several states and Union Territories. One imme-
diate outcome is that the geo-referencing of
revenue cadastral maps is being completed
within a highly compressed timeframe. Wherever
cadastral maps are not available, the state machin-
ery is approaching village elders and searching
through record rooms to obtain copies of the maps.
Some states have even undertaken survey oper-
ations to prepare cadastral maps afresh. State and
UT administrations have also moved quickly in
recording the share of landholders in plots that

have multiple owners, without the necessity of
filing a partition suit. The traditional manually
driven girdavari or partaal system was prone to
errors, with delayed consolidated results, and
therefore had limited utility for policymakers. The
Digital Crop Survey under Agri Stack is steadily
replacing this manual system and becoming a
single source of truth, ensuring credibility through
the timely and accurate capture of crops sown.
Feedback from farmers and the appeal system
ensure transparency, with greater involvement of
farmers in the process. With Farmer ID becoming
a prerequisite for availing various scheme bene-
fits in states, additional pressure is being placed
on lower-level officials in the land-revenue admin-
istration to record inheritance immediately after
the death of a landholding farmer. In states such
as Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, and Assam, land is
often still recorded in the names of ancestors. To
address this, current owners can obtain land inher-
itance certificates, enabling Farmer ID generation
while land records are updated. This is helping
revenue authorities record actual owners and cul-
tivators, improving access to credit and welfare
benefits. The Farmer Registry has also accelerat-
ed land-records updation in several states.

In several states in the North-Eastern region of
the country where there is community ownership,
the absence of surveys to establish individual own-
ership has led to the sub-optimal uptake of agri-
cultural welfare schemes such as subsidised agri-
cultural credit and crop insurance. The mission has
initiated the process of a digitised solution utilis-
ing satellite-based imagery to identify existing plot
boundaries and develop geo-referenced maps

without the need for manual survey operations.
Local authorities identify the actual cultivator of
each plot and assign unique plot numbers. Farmer
IDs are then generated and the Digital Crop Survey
undertaken based on the maps so 
developed. These are not substitutes for land
records but a credible alternative for recording the
owner/cultivator for availing entitlement-based
scheme benefits.  Agri Stack has the potential to
ensure a regime that protects agricultural land
owned by farmers against fraudulent sales and
transactions. If the states so desire, they can notify
services related to the linkage of landholdings with
Aadhaar numbers in the records of rights by noti-
fying the same under Section 4(4)(b)(ii) of the Good
Governance Rules under the Aadhaar Act. This noti-
fication enables the embedding of the Aadhaar
number of the owner in the land owned, with the
voluntary consent of the farmer. Thereafter, any
fraudulent transaction in the Sub-Registrar’s office
becomes detectable and preventable, as it can be
carried out only after the recorded tenure-holder
has been biometrically verified during the regis-
tration of any sale deed or will. This reform has the
potential to drastically reduce land disputes and
crimes related to land.

The DPI is enabling transformational reforms in
welfare delivery and land-record administration,
empowering farmers and strengthening the secu-
rity of their landholdings.

VK Vismaya, a member of the gold-winning
quartet of the 4x400 metres Asian Games relay
team, was suspended in April this year for two
years after the National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) tested her positive for consuming banned
Performance Enhancing Drugs (PEDs). Another
athlete, N Shanmuga Srinivas, was banned for four
years for evading a dope test. More recently, cross-
country runners Ankit and Jayesh Patil, who
secured third and fifth places in the National Cross
Country Championship in Ranchi in January this
year, were banned by NADA for three years for
testing positive in dope tests. For admitting to
doping, their period of ineligibility was reduced
by one year.

Instances galore of our sportspersons testing positive in dope tests or evading tests
have dented our image in the international arena, so much so that the Chair of the Athletics
Integrity Unit, David Howman, categorised India as a “consistently extremely high-risk”
doping nation and placed it in Category A among the nations where doping is extreme-
ly high. Other nations in this category are Russia, Belarus, Kenya, Ethiopia, Nigeria, and
Ukraine. This would entail stringent dope-testing measures for all national team ath-
letes. He lamented that the anti-doping efforts in India are “not proportionate to the
doping risks.”

With 48 anti-doping rule violations, India was placed second in the world rankings
in 2022. In 2023, 63 violations were recorded, with the same ranking. India topped the
list of violations the following year with 71 violations and continued to stay on top with
30 violations in 2025. Such gross violations have led to our athletes being viewed with
suspicion at international meets. Three of our top athletes had to face embarrassment
when they were initially barred from participating in competitions at the Meeting de
Limoges in France in April 2024. The decision of the organisers was based on “various
controversies related to doping and athletics in India”. It is another matter that they
were allowed to participate after the World Athletics Federation intervened.

While stating that India is the biggest producer of PEDs, the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) President, Witold Banka, during his visit to New Delhi in April this year, empha-
sised the need to target the
supply chain of banned drugs.
Towards this end, he held
meetings with Union Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
and senior officers of NADA, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), and other sports offi-
cials. Mandaviya assured Mr
Banka that the Government is
working on criminalising the
administration or trafficking of
banned substances.
Consumption, possession, or
administration of banned
drugs is a criminal offence in some countries, such as Kenya, where an Indian athlete,
Aman Mallik, is serving a three-year jail term since September last year for distributing
banned drugs. He was also fined one million Kenyan shillings (approximately Rs 6.9 lakh)
for the offence.

Incidentally, Sebastian Sawe, who broke the two-hour mark in the London Marathon
recently, hails from Kenya, which earned infamy for doping violations. He was tested
25 times by the Anti-Doping Agency last year and came through all the tests clean. He
continues to be subjected to anti-doping tests frequently.

Though Indian sportspersons are governed by the National Anti-Doping (Amendment)
Act, 2025, which is based largely on the WADA Code, the consumption, distribution, and
trafficking of PEDs have not been criminalised so far. The Union Sports Minister informed
the WADA President that work is underway to criminalise doping, which can lead to
imprisonment of up to five years and a fine of Rs 2 lakh for selling or trafficking banned
substances to any athlete. The Bill is likely to become law during the monsoon session.

The involvement of coaches, trainers, and others associated with sports in adminis-
tering PEDs cannot be denied. The lure of pelf, power, and jobs on clinching medals at
the international level is too intense to be ignored. The risks involved in consuming banned
drugs to enhance performance are worth taking for some, and not everyone gets caught.
The need has been felt for more laboratories, and we may soon have two more with
better staffing, apart from the lone National Dope Testing Laboratory in New Delhi.

Apart from the lure of pelf and jobs, the Arjuna Awards, the Khel Ratna Awards for
achievement in sports, and the Dronacharya Award for coaches who train medal winners
in the international arena are other attractions that carry with them a host of lifelong
benefits. The prestigious Padma awards propel recipients to greater heights. A jail term
for anti-doping violations could be a deterrent, though occasions may arise when our
top sportspersons get trapped in the web. Irrespective of the stature of the sportsper-
sons involved, stringent action alone can save us from the ignominy of being categorised
as “extremely high risk” in anti-doping rule violations.

In the event of an awardee of the Arjuna Award, Khel Ratna Award, Dronacharya Award,
or even the Padma awards being found guilty of violating anti-doping rules, the award
should be withdrawn by the Government, thereby depriving the violators of the ben-
efits that accrue from the award. Not only the sportspersons but also the coaches would
be wary of being caught in any violation of the rules. Any athlete testing positive should
not be considered for the conferment of any sports-related award for at least five years
from the date of the lifting of the ban.

While we prepare to host the Commonwealth Games in 2030, we have staked our
claim to host the Olympics in 2036. For the 2038 Asian Games, South Korea and Mongolia
are contesting our bid to host the Games. An Indian delegation that visited the Olympic
headquarters in Lausanne in July last year to stake our claim
to host the Olympics in 2036 was apprised of our doping record,
which could go against us.  Banka had warned that “the Olympic
Games, World Championships, and major sporting events are
not possible without WADA, WADA’s stamp, and WADA’s com-
pliance regulations.”

Until the Sports Ministry comes down heavily on such recal-
citrant sportspersons and others associated with sports, we
will continue to face the stigma of being a nation with the
highest number of violations of WADA regulations.
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The increasing attacks on front-line forest per-
sonnel across India point to a deepening crisis
within the country’s environmental governance
and forest protection framework. Field staff,
including Range Forest Officers, Foresters, and
isolated Beat Guards responsible for protecting
forests and wildlife habitats, are facing growing
violence from organised timber smugglers,
illegal encroachment networks, poaching syndi-
cates, and land mafias operating inside forest-
ed regions. The increasingly hostile conditions
under which forest personnel operate came into
renewed focus in May 2026 in the Puranpur Forest
Range of Pilibhit district in Uttar Pradesh where,
according to reports, two forest personnel nar-
rowly escaped being run over by a tractor-trolley
allegedly operated by sheesham timber smug-
glers, but were cornered and brutally assaulted
during the enforcement operation.

Another incident in Madhya Pradesh in the
recent past exposed the level of interference in
enforcement operations. In Indore district’s
Badgonda Forest Range, a state minister, accom-
panied by supporters, allegedly entered the
forest office premises, threatened the on-duty per-
sonnel, and forcibly removed an earth-moving
machine and tractor-trolley that had been seized
for the alleged illegal breaking of forest land.
According to reports, the local police station
refused to register an FIR against those involved.
Instead, disciplinary action was initiated against
the enforcement personnel involved in the
seizure operation, with the deputy ranger con-
cerned being transferred and subjected to depart-
mental inquiry proceedings. The controversy
deepened further after the issue was raised pub-
licly by opposition leaders. Subsequently, when
the Chief Conservator of Forests reportedly reject-
ed a revenue department report attempting to
classify the land-clearing activity as a non-forest
offence, he too was transferred from his post. The
broader implications of the episode became
evident within weeks. Less than one hundred kilo-
metres away, in Dewas district’s Punjapura
Reserve Forest, a forest beat guard was shot dead
by a timber smuggler.

One finds that disputes, once considered isolat-
ed, have now transformed into coordinated and
often violent confrontations, exposing the widen-
ing imbalance between poorly equipped forest
personnel and highly organised criminal syndi-
cates.

Data and field reports collected over the past
five years indicate that such incidents are no
longer confined to isolated pockets but are
spread across diverse ecological and territorial
landscapes in various Indian states. Telangana and
Maharashtra have emerged as major hotspots in
terms of the volume of reported incidents, fol-
lowed closely by Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Field accounts, departmental records, and testi-
monies from enforcement personnel also indicate
a disturbing pattern in which local political
actors are frequently seen intervening in favour
of alleged offenders, while pressure groups
portray enforcement personnel as being hostile
to forest dwellers and tribal communities. In
several instances, village gatherings, coordinat-
ed protests, and crowd mobilisation have report-
edly been used to obstruct enforcement opera-
tions and shield organised offenders from legal
action. Such resistance is not always spontaneous;
in several sensitive forest divisions, officials claim
that organised networks deliberately exploit
local socio-economic grievances to weaken state
intervention and create protective buffers around
illegal operations. This has contributed to the
emergence of what many enforcement personnel
describe as “informal immunity zones”, where the

writ of government becomes increasingly difficult
to enforce without substantial police reinforce-
ment.

The misuse of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) to
recognise inadmissible forest rights, including
management rights to Gram Sabhas, creates
governance gaps. Enforcement personnel oper-
ating in these contested forest regions face esca-
lating operational risks during anti-encroachment
drives and routine forest-protection activities. In
several areas, ambiguities surrounding land
claims, weak verification mecha-
nisms, administrative intimida-
tion, and political interference
severely erode the operational
confidence and morale of front-line
personnel.

A broader weakening of institutional enforce-
ment capacity within the forest administration has
occurred due to limited field infrastructure and
chronic staff shortages. Recent data from multi-
ple state-level reports reveal a persistent and
severe vacancy crisis across front-line forest-pro-
tection cadres. In several major forested states,
vacancies in operational posts such as Forest
Guards, Foresters, and Range Officers range from
nearly one-third to more than half of the sanc-
tioned strength. Odisha has reported vacancies of
around 41 per cent in field staff positions, Haryana
nearly 54 per cent, Karnataka about 30 per cent,
Telangana close to 45 per cent, Madhya Pradesh
approximately 30 per cent, Chhattisgarh around
35 per cent, and Jharkhand nearly 55 per cent.
Although field foresters are expected to patrol vast,
rugged, and remote forest landscapes, vacant
posts are often managed locally by assigning the
jurisdiction of multiple forest beats or ranges to
a single official, resulting in excessively long patrol
hours with little operational backup.

Many states have had prolonged recruitment
freezes, in some cases extending for more than
a decade, followed by mega-recruitment drives
aimed at rapidly filling vacancies. The situation is
exploited by organised groups that often possess
greater mobility, local influence, and financial
resources.

Offenders often place local women and econom-
ically vulnerable groups at the forefront during
confrontations, using them both as human shields
and as legal buffers against enforcement action.
Although forest departments across several states
have begun inducting more women into front-line
cadres, criminal syndicates have simultaneously
modified their tactics and filed counter-cases, for
example under the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, to
intimidate and demoralise enforcement staff. A
case in Telangana drew national attention after
a woman forest officer was allegedly assaulted
while performing her official duties in Asifabad dis-
trict during an operation against illegal activities.

Realising the possibility of retaliatory legal action
against enforcement personnel, the Supreme
Court of India reportedly stayed the counter-pro-
ceedings and directed authorities to provide police
protection to women forest officers involved in
field duties.

Since forest officials regulate access to natural
resources and restrict illegal extraction activities,
they often face hostility from some sections of local
populations as well as from political interests
seeking electoral support through lenient enforce-

ment. Even within the administrative
system, forestry personnel often
face criticism for strictly enforcing
statutory provisions or for denying
the diversion of forest land for devel-
opmental projects. It is ironic that the

more rigorously foresters protect public forests
and ecological territories, the more isolated they
become politically and bureaucratically. In a
democracy driven by electoral calculations, the
job of regulating human activity to save forests
and wildlife - constituencies that cannot vote -
often leaves forestry personnel resented by sec-
tions of the public and neglected by the very insti-
tutions they serve.

Although various enforcement institutions
have undergone substantial expansion in terms
of personnel strength, infrastructure, training, and
powers to counter internal security threats, the
forest-protection machinery remains structural-
ly understaffed and institutionally weak. It
requires strengthening with the latest equipment,
rapid-response tracking systems, communication
networks, legal support teams, and fast-track
courts to ensure the effective prosecution of
offenders.

Restoring field morale and enforcement capa-
bility is essential if India wishes to secure its eco-
logical frontiers. In the field, strategically combin-
ing community participation and rigorous, science-
based law enforcement can safeguard not only
front-line foresters and forest dwellers but also the
invaluable natural heritage of the country.

The government must act to dismantle the polit-
ically convenient branding of the forestry sector
as “anti-development” or “anti-people”. Forest per-
sonnel in the field are not enforcing bureaucrat-
ic control; they are risking their lives to defend
forests, wildlife habitats, water security, and the
ecological systems upon which millions depend.
Empowering our ecolog-
ical protectors can be
the ultimate expression
of statecraft, as it funda-
mentally honours the
definitive geopolitical
truth that ecological
integrity is the bedrock of
economic vitality and
national survival.
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As organised criminal networks become more sophisticated and enforcement mechanisms remain weak, the
crisis extends beyond the safety of forestry staff to the future of India’s forests, wildlife,
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L
AST month, I walked into Riverbend
Maximum Security Institution to
watch the State of Tennessee kill my
client, Tony Carruthers.

Nothing prepared me to witness the ago-
ny that Mr. Carruthers experienced in the
execution chamber. Not the nearly 20 years
I had spent as a capital defense lawyer. Not
the thousands of hours building cases to
keep people alive. Not even having stood in
a Florida witness room just five months ear-
lier, watching the state kill another one of
my clients, Frank Walls, even though he had
an intellectual disability.

I first met Mr. Carruthers in March,
nearly 30 years to the day since he was con-
victed and sentenced to death for the kid-
napping and murder of three people in
Memphis. He arrived at our first meeting
carrying a stack of legal papers. He shook
my hand and immediately started talking
about his case.

He wasn’t wearing shackles, and the
guards permitted him to walk back and
forth to his cell to grab more paperwork. The
guards treated him with respect, and he
showed them the same. Mr. Carruthers was
genuine. I believed him. We got to work.

From the moment I reviewed his case, I
recognized the hallmarks of a wrongful con-
viction: the absence of physical evidence
connecting Mr. Carruthers to the crime, fo-
rensic evidence that had never been linked
to anyone and testimony from a jailhouse
snitch who later recanted. I was also
shocked to learn that Mr. Carruthers was
forced to represent himself at trial after sev-
eral lawyers asked to be removed from his
case, claiming that he was too difficult to
work with.

With just two months until Mr. Car-
ruthers’s execution date, we went to court to
demand that the state test fingerprints and
DNA from the crime scene that do not match
Mr. Carruthers’s or the victims’. Despite the
signs that Tennessee was preparing to exe-
cute a wrongfully convicted man, our efforts
were unsuccessful. The state fought us at
every turn.

When the morning of the execution ar-
rived, my work changed entirely. I became a
witness. My responsibility was to remain
present while the state killed my client, and
to refuse the comfort of looking away.

My job, as the anti-death-penalty activist
Sister Helen Prejean once told me, was to be
a face of love in the room. I carried her
words with me into the prison that morning.
I knew that if every legal avenue failed, I
could still give this to my client. I could re-
main with him until the end.

I arrived at the prison with full knowledge
of Tennessee’s history of procedural failures
in its execution chamber. An independent
investigation commissioned by Tennessee’s
governor found that, between 2018 and
2022, the state repeatedly failed to follow its
own protocols while carrying out execu-
tions.

The state faced renewed scrutiny last
year when prisoners filed a lawsuit chal-

lenging its lethal injection protocol. A few
months later, the state executed a prisoner
without deactivating his heart device, which
medical experts warned could cause the de-
vice to repeatedly shock him during the le-
thal injection. Witnesses reported that the
prisoner groaned and said “It’s hurting so
bad” during the execution.

Corrections officers met me in the pris-
on’s lobby and walked me to Mr. Car-
ruthers’s cell. Mr. Carruthers was seated on
his bunk in his prayer shawl. On the count of
three, guards lifted him onto a gurney while
his cuffed hands remained in prayer. Then
the guards wheeled Mr. Carruthers into the
execution chamber.

Inside, I started furiously taking notes.
Tennessee bars journalists from witnessing
the intravenous line insertion process, the
first major step of the lethal injection proto-
col. I noted the time we entered the cham-
ber. After about seven minutes of searching
for a vein, they were able to insert an IV into
his right arm. Then, following protocol, they
also tried to set an IV in his left arm. That
failed, so they moved on to his left hand, pok-
ing him over and over again. Cycling

through needles, the executioners commu-
nicated mostly through tense glances and
head shakes. The used needles were
dropped one by one into a small plastic re-
ceptacle.

Clink. Clink. Clink.
About 30 minutes in, a doctor entered and

began directing increasingly desperate ef-
forts to tap into Mr. Carruthers’s veins. He
told the executioners to remove Mr. Car-
ruthers’s socks and search for veins in his
feet. They stuck at least one needle into his
foot. He winced, clearly in pain. After that
didn’t work, the doctor asked whether any-
one in the room knew how to gain access to
Mr. Carruthers’s jugular vein.

Then the doctor decided to attempt to es-
tablish a central line. This is an invasive pro-
cedure that requires puncturing the neck,
chest or groin. I immediately objected to the
warden. The doctor admitted in a deposition
last year that he hadn’t performed one in
over a decade and didn’t have privileges to
perform one in any hospital in the country.
My objection changed nothing.

That moment revealed something deeply
unsettling about the machinery of execu-

tions in America. The states that still exe-
cute people insist that executions are con-
trolled, humane and medically precise. Yet a
significant number of executions have gone
awry in the past decade, causing agony for
prisoners across the country.

When I saw the process unraveling with
my own eyes, it became clear that the over-
riding imperative was not competence or
even the appearance of professionalism. It
was completion.

The executioners draped Mr. Carruthers
in a blue surgical cloth with a hole for his
face. The doctor gave him a shot of lidocaine
in his chest and told him it would feel like a
bee sting. Before the doctor did that, he
asked whether “the patient” was allergic to
the drug. He referred to Mr. Carruthers as
the patient, as though this room existed to
heal.

Lethal injection relies on clinical and care-
fully sanitized language, intended to create
emotional distance. The state cloaks killing
in the vocabulary of medicine because ac-
knowledging the reality plainly would force
us to confront what executions truly are:
acts of deliberate violence carried out in the
name of justice.

When the doctor prodded Mr. Car-
ruthers’s chest with a scalpel or large nee-
dle, Mr. Carruthers cried out in pain. But the
doctor continued to push into his chest. Mr.
Carruthers started groaning. I told him that
his legal team was calling the courts and the
governor. I told him that I was sorry. Mostly,
I tried to hold his gaze and reassure him that
we were still fighting for him.

Eventually, the doctor said he was not
able to set a central line. Mr. Carruthers was
in agony. By then, an hour had passed. Still,
the execution team continued probing his
body for another access point.

The room no longer resembled anything
clinical or controlled. I could see blood com-
ing out of the puncture wounds. Mr. Car-
ruthers moaned while the executioners
moved frantically around him. The state’s
constructed illusion of precision had col-
lapsed, revealing something far more cha-
otic and brutal.

Then the phone in the execution chamber
rang. The warden answered, listened, then
hung up and said we weren’t doing this. I al-
most collapsed right there.

Mr. Carruthers was pale, trembling and
drenched in sweat.

About 90 minutes after the execution at-
tempt began, I walked out into the sunlight
and spoke to reporters, who had been kept
in the dark about what Tennessee had done.
This is when I learned that Gov. Bill Lee had
just postponed Mr. Carruthers’s execution
for at least a year. I called his sister to de-
liver the news, and she wailed with relief.

When I went back to see Mr. Carruthers,
he was exhausted and shaken. He could
barely keep his balance. He said of the doc-
tor, “He was hurting me and he knew he was
hurting me.”

All of the words I could use to describe
what I saw and what the State of Tennessee
did and failed to do pale in comparison with
that simple observation. The state works
hard to wrap executions in clinical lan-
guage, but inside that room, there was no es-
caping the reality of what was happening.

For 90 Minutes, I Watched an Execution Go Horribly Awry

The death penalty
is an act of
deliberate violence
carried out in the
name of justice.

Maria DeLiberato
A senior counsel at the A.C.L.U.’s Capital
Punishment Project and a legal consultant for
Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty.
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IT’S THE YEAR 2026, and sometimes it feels as
if we’re taking a nice leisurely walk through
a Museum of Wretched Ideas.

Consider what’s happening at home. Tar-
iffs raise prices and restrain economic
growth, while the federal government em-
braces both Gilded Age corruption and a
version of the spoils system.

A disturbing number of young people on
the right are fascinated with fascism. An ex-
traordinary 34 percent of young people
overall express a favorable view of commu-
nism, and young Americans are far more
likely than their parents or grandparents to
say that political violence is “sometimes
OK.” And hovering over American culture
like a dark cloud is the rise of antisemitism
on both the left and the right.

Or consider what is happening abroad.
Germany rearms to confront the Russian
threat. Japan rearms to deter China. War
rages in Europe and in the Middle East.
Threats of territorial expansion haunt the
world. Russia is trying to grab Ukraine.
China continues to covet Taiwan. And the
Trump administration, incredibly enough,
has cast its expansionist eyes on Greenland.

When you step back and actually think
about it, these trends are confounding. I
mean, I can understand the temptation to
return to some of the discredited ideas of the
recent past, I guess, but to revive so many,
all at once? And to do it so soon after those
wretched ideas ravaged the world?

THE ANSWER LIES in part in the interplay be-
tween two political sayings that are so oft-

repeated that they have become clichés.
Here’s the first (and you can probably say

it along with me), from George Santayana in
1905: “Those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.” We can ar-
gue about the precise historical parallels,
but the echoes of the past are everywhere.

Here’s the second, from Winston Chur-
chill in 1947: “It has been said that democra-
cy is the worst form of government except
all those other forms that have been tried.”

It is no coincidence that authoritarianism
is once again appealing to people at a time
when two things are happening at once. Lib-
eral democracies are struggling to meet the
needs of a substantial portion of their citi-
zens, and entire generations have come of
age with no living memory of the totalitar-
ian horrors of the 20th century.

In other words, millions upon millions of
people are enduring democracy as “the
worst form of government” without the nec-
essary balanced understanding (that citi-
zens in the mid-20th century had gained
through firsthand observation) of “except
all those other forms that have been tried.”

So even fascism and communism — for
some people, at least — are no longer ava-
tars of atrocity, but dynamic alternatives to
a sclerotic present. In their frustration, all
too many people are attracted to the theo-
retical benefits of authoritarianism, and
they don’t have the experience or the educa-
tion to understand its actual and inevitable
defects.

In this ahistorical context, even political
violence can seem justified — perhaps even
a bit daring and romantic — unless you’ve
lived through, say, the riots that swept
American cities in the 1960s, a cataclysm
that was far more violent, deadly and pro-
longed than anything that happened in the
United States in 2020.

The compromises and restraints of diplo-
macy, which can often mean granting
painful concessions to terrible regimes, can
seem like a fool’s errand, unless you’ve wit-
nessed the indescribable horrors of world
wars.

But debating the precise analogues can
obscure the underlying truth — we are
heading backward, toward the great crimes
and mistakes of the past. We know what
happens when militarily aggressive great
powers seek more territory. We know what
happens when a culture indulges — and pro-
motes — conspiracy theories about Jews.
We know that even the most utopian forms

of authoritarianism devolve into regimes of
grinding oppression and profound corrup-
tion. Some are always more equal than oth-
ers.

IN 2024, I taught an undergraduate class with
a catchy title, “Why American Politics Went
Insane.” At the risk of shortening a semester
to a sentence, the devolution proceeded in
three stages, from victory to separation to
radicalization.

When the Cold War ended, the United
States, for the first time since the wars
against Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan,
faced no external challenges to its prosper-
ity and power. We were, in the words of the
former French foreign minister Hubert Vé-
drine, the “hyperpower.”

I began with “The End of History,” to bor-
row a term from Francis Fukuyama’s mis-
understood book, but I began with his
prescient warning near the end: “If men
cannot struggle on behalf of a just cause be-
cause that just cause was victorious in an
earlier generation, then they will struggle
against the just cause.”

That is exactly what we are doing. We are
struggling against one another. Some of us
are struggling against democracy itself.
America is the only nation out of 25 compa-
rable countries in which a majority of people
believe that their fellow citizens are morally
bad. It should be no surprise, then, that neg-
ative partisanship (when you support your
party primarily because of your disdain for
its opponents) is a central factor in Ameri-
can politics.

This drives us apart. Ever increasing
numbers of American citizens live in one-
party states or so-called blowout counties,
where one side or the other wins presiden-
tial elections by 50 points or more.

And what happens when people of like
mind gather together? The law of group po-
larization, first applied to political decision
making by the law professor and author
Cass Sunstein in 1999, teaches us that when
like-minded people deliberate, they become
more extreme.

Create a monoculture, and red becomes
deep red. Blue becomes deep blue. And as
the two sides move farther apart, both geo-
graphically and ideologically, we lose even
the capacity to understand each other’s
lives and thoughts.

If I taught the class over again, though, I’d
add a fourth stage: amnesia. The problem
isn’t just that we’re at each other’s throats;

it’s that we’re turning to the worst of recent
history’s alternative ideas in response.

It’s no coincidence that this is happening
at a time when a generation of world leaders
has no experience with world wars and ris-
ing millions of young people have no experi-
ence with real fascism and actual commu-
nism.

When experience ends, education has to
begin. You can’t just know what the Holo-
caust was; you also have to understand the
Holodomor. The phrase “the guns of Au-
gust” should mean something to you, and
when you see every great power press on
the military gas — with no one pumping the
brakes — that should trigger the most ur-
gent concern.

Few things are demonstrating that what’s
old is new again more than the rising tide of
antisemitism. How many times must an-
cient lies be debunked? Must it happen ev-
ery generation, for thousands of years?

SO NOW WE face a test. Can we educate our-
selves away from disaster? Is there enough
knowledge left to penetrate not just the
minds, but also the hearts, of people who are
deeply discontented?

A few weeks ago, a clip from the remark-
able HBO series “Band of Brothers” went vi-
ral online. It was from the episode in which
the boys of Easy Company discover a con-
centration camp. The impact is visceral. It’s
impossible for a decent person to watch it
without vowing to himself or herself, “Never
again.”

I’m also reminded of a horrific scene at
the opening of Netflix’s science fiction
drama “3 Body Problem,” featuring a strug-
gle session during China’s Cultural Revolu-
tion. Once again, the impact is visceral. The
brutality is hard to watch.

Television isn’t enough. Books aren’t
enough. The stories of fathers and mothers,
grandmothers and grandfathers, aren’t
enough. It will take everything — watching,
reading, listening — to make us remember.

We have to know that the world as it is,
with all its inefficiencies and injustices, is
better than the world that was. I pray that
we can learn that lesson before bitter expe-
rience teaches us once again that this imper-
fect democracy and this frustrating liberal
world order are infinitely better than the vi-
olence and oppression — the deliberate
starvation and slaughter of millions of men,
women and children — of the none-too-dis-
tant past.

C O LU M N I S T  | D AV I D F R E N C H

The Fire 
Of Stupidity 
Cannot Be 
Contained

We are heading
backward, toward
the great crimes
and mistakes of 
the past.
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TO THE EDITOR:

Re “How to Stay Old,” by
Roger Rosenblatt (Opinion
guest essay, May 31):

I would expand Mr. Rosen-
blatt’s 11 rules to an even doz-
en by adding, “Create a
healthy, satisfying routine and
stick to it.”

When I retired after half a
century of practicing law, I
was worried about how I’d fill
my days. (My wife was even
more worried.) Reflecting on
my career, I recognized that I
had enjoyed the writing that
was a big part of my practice. I
had also enjoyed (but took for
granted) the routine of rising
early, donning a suit and tie
and going to my office.

Now, in my 80s, I rise each
weekday, put on a suit and tie,
drive to my old firm and spend
the morning in the small office
the firm provides me, writing
and editing articles and col-
umns for law-related publica-
tions, as well as occasional
letters (often grouchy) to the
editor. At noon, I go home for
the rest of the day to read and
relax. I have never been happi-
er.

I don’t recommend my rou-
tine to anyone else. I do rec-
ommend that each old person
forge a routine that is satisfy-
ing and at least a little chal-
lenging.

NORM TABLER, CARMEL, IND.

TO THE EDITOR:

I read Roger Rosenblatt’s
guest essay online the week of
my 50th birthday, while vis-
iting my parents in a senior
living facility in Virginia. While
his list of 11 items was fun to
read, it did not predict which
seniors I met there were thriv-
ing and which were spiraling.

What I did observe over this
and many other visits is that
how we age is determined both
by factors we can’t control,
primarily genetics and luck,
and by those we can: exercise,
diet, sleep, purpose and social
contact.

Here is my personal list of
actionable items to ensure that
I end up in the thriving group
(or not in a facility at all):

1. Never get sedentary. If
you stop moving, you stop
being able to move. Walk at
least 30 minutes a day.

2. Don’t eat garbage. If you
can’t pronounce the ingredi-
ents, don’t buy it.

3. Sleep eight to nine hours
every night. Defend this zeal-
ously, and don’t bring devices
into the bedroom.

4. Find a project, a hobby or
an activity. People need a
reason to get out of bed in the
morning and to feel useful by
the end of the day.

5. Don’t get isolated. Leave
your home, make younger
friends, and spend time with
people.

If you’ve never visited a
senior living facility, turning 50
is a great time to do so. It’s
late enough to imagine your-
self there one day, but early
enough to do something about
it.

DANIEL SWITKIN 
OAKLAND, CALIF.

TO THE EDITOR:

Among other pieces of advice,
Roger Rosenblatt suggests,
“Don’t share despair.” Hmmm,
he’d rather we suffer in si-
lence, which sounds to me only
like more quiet desperation.
No thanks.

Friends are true friends
when we’re deep and long, and
know what’s really going on —
good, bad and ugly.

I’m on a minor mission of
self-revelation with my
friends, some of it not very
pretty. They’re handling it fine,
and in turn are being more
honest with me, especially
about our health and bodies.
Despair be damned; let’s be
real with each other.

BEN LEV 
SEBASTOPOL, CALIF.

TO THE EDITOR:

Roger Rosenblatt is right on! I
would add “stay active,” and I
can attest to how helpful it is. I
went skiing on my 92nd birth-
day and have not yet retired
(as a psychotherapist).

It is also helpful to maintain
an attitude of gratitude. Stress
has a negative effect on one’s
immune system, so all of what
Mr. Rosenblatt suggested
reduces stress and adds to
one’s positive outlook on life.

MARY B. HELLER 
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:

While I enjoyed Roger Rosen-
blatt’s advice on how to be old,
I am concerned that The New
York Times is catering too
much to the older folks at a
time when newspapers des-
perately need to attract young-
er readers.

How about some articles
meant for young people, like
“How to Properly Attach Your
Roller Skates to Your Shoes”
or “Five Hula Hoop Moves to
Impress Your Friends” or
“How to Sneak a Friend Into
the Matinee Movie and Save a
Nickel” or “Tips for Building a
Better Soap-Box Racer”?

I would put on my specta-
cles just to read some articles
like that while I wait for the
milkman.

DAN FRAZIER 
BOCA RATON, FLA.

L E T T E R S

Wise and Not So Wise Tips for Being Old

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Fight Venue Taking Shape
on the White House Lawn”
(news article, May 27):

Blood sports on the White
House South Lawn for Presi-
dent Trump’s 80th birthday on
June 14.

A fight fit for a king. A coli-
seum brawl.

Could anything be more
appropriate?
DIANE DEMARCO 
JOPPATOWNE, MD.

White House Spectacle

I
T’S a tough time for Germany.

A year into Chancellor Friedrich
Merz’s tenure, his approval ratings are
low and the coalition government he

leads is roundly disliked. Capitalizing on
widespread discontent, the far-right Alter-
native for Germany is rising in the polls,
inching closer to power. To make matters
worse, America, in a Trumpian tantrum, has
announced a withdrawal of troops from the
country, endangering its bedrock geopoliti-
cal relationship. All the features that defined
Germany’s recent past — political stability,
social cohesion and Atlanticist foreign pol-
icy — are under threat.

Yet underlying all these problems is a
more profound one. The German economy,
once known for its efficiency, orderliness
and stability, is in a terrible mess. It’s not
just that the numbers are dire, though the
country has basically been in a recession for
three years. Or that every week or so, an-
other famous old company announces thou-
sands of layoffs. (The latest was Com-
merzbank, founded in 1870.) Or that last
month, the venerable weekly Die Zeit ran a
series called “Where Germany still works”
— which means the situation must be pretty
bad indeed.

No, the worst of it is that our dynamic
economy gave postwar Germany a sense of
identity. For all our flaws, we had a country
that functioned better than others. Now it
doesn’t anymore, and we’re mystified. Yet a
better economy is possible. It might not al-
ter the country’s political trajectory, and it
certainly won’t placate an aggrieved Presi-
dent Trump. But it can turn the tide on stag-
nation and restore the fabled resilience of
German businesses.

Commentators tend to focus on today’s
troubles. The economy’s rise and fall is a
much older story, though. At its most pros-
perous, Germany was a high-tax, high-
wage, big-bureaucracy country — some-
thing to remember for those whose recipe
for renewal is simply to cut the cost of doing
business. In the postwar decades of vig-
orous growth, the economy itself resembled
the kind of product that it so excellently
manufactured, an expensive and highly
complicated machine whose cogs meshed.

Those cogs included an education system
geared toward supplying businesses with
technically proficient workers; managers
trained as engineers or scientists rather
than as generalists; banks and insurers
with major stakes in the largest companies
and focused on long-term goals over short-
term profits; and stable labor relations that
offered workers secure and well-paid jobs
as well as a vote in key decisions. Together,
these elements contributed to the techno-
logical superiority long associated with the
Made-in-Germany brand.

Yet when the American economy pulled
ahead in the 1990s, fueled by the financial
muscle of Wall Street and the fierce en-
trepreneurialism of Silicon Valley, we ran
out of ideas. Eager for something new, the
economy opened up to foreign capital:
Banks and insurers sold their stakes in Ger-
man companies, and corporate executives
targeted international investors. In an at-
tempt to regain competitiveness, the gov-
ernment of Gerhard Schröder reformed the
country’s rigid labor market and did away
with some of the protections that workers
had enjoyed.

On the face of it, Germany thrived in the
first two decades of the new century, weath-
ering the financial crisis better than others
and hanging on to its industrial core. But in
hindsight, the country was on borrowed
time. Automakers, for instance, sold mil-
lions of cars in East Asia but failed to invest

in a much-needed transformation to electric
vehicles. The same mix of risk aversion and
short-termism characterized other German
companies, too. What kept the profits com-
ing was a combination of cheap Russian gas,
a booming Chinese market and the multilat-
eral free-trade order led by the United
States.

That order is now gone, sundered by
American protectionism, Chinese competi-
tion and the disruption from artificial intelli-
gence. But the setback needn’t be fatal. The
country can overhaul its business model, re-
equipping the successful elements of the old
system for a newly hostile environment.
There are three key areas to focus on.

First, the financing. Many German corpo-
rations are now majority-owned by non-
German investors, and some of the coun-
try’s vital Mittelstand firms — family-
owned medium-size enterprises — have
been taken over by private equity or other
outside money. The influence of detached in-
vestors focused primarily on financial re-

sults can be beneficial, of course. But it’s
gone too far. Established companies need
the kind of solid backing that would allow
them to plan for the long term, and young
companies need patient nurturing.

The government seems to agree. Recog-
nizing that too many of the country’s enor-
mous financial resources are languishing in
real estate holdings or fixed-income assets
or personal savings accounts, it has estab-
lished an investment initiative named
“Deutschlandfonds.” Designed to support
private investors who want to put money
into growth industries and other stra-
tegically important fields, the fund is a step
in the right direction. More can surely be
done.

Then there’s education. The country’s fa-
mous dual-vocational system, which allows
students to complete their schooling in the
workplace, long ensured that industry got
the kind of skilled labor it needed. But the
system now lacks applicants, partly be-

cause of demographic decline and partly be-
cause too many young people choose to pur-
sue other careers. Germany’s high school
students, what’s more, are struggling in the
very subjects that the country used to excel
in: math and natural sciences.

Overall, Germany is not investing enough
in education — and not enough of the money
that’s invested goes toward promoting the
scientific and technological excellence that
the economy so badly needs. Technical uni-
versities that have produced legions of No-
bel laureates are consistently placed behind
better-funded rivals elsewhere. A return to
the audacious research projects of the past,
typically a collaboration between govern-
ment, academia and private enterprise,
would be a start.

Finally, the labor market. The country’s
welfare state has become too expensive,
and Germans will need to work longer hours
and more years to sustain it. Yet changes
should be pursued in the spirit of “Sozial-
partnerschaft,” the consensus-based labor
relations that played an important role in
the postwar economy. Mutual trust has been
eroded in recent decades, for which both
parties share responsibility. Business lead-
ers squandered good will by awarding
themselves lavish salaries, while the unions
too often refused even minor compromises
and readily reverted to class-war language.

The advent of artificial intelligence, in-
triguingly, might help. Given the scale of the
United States’ technological lead, it may
sound naïve to suggest that Germany could
claim a share of the pie. But artificial intelli-
gence is well suited to complement the
country’s traditional strengths in high-qual-
ity engineering. And an approach that takes
labor interests into account could secure a
desirable result: technology that improves
the work of humans rather than replacing
them en masse.

There is no returning to the past, of
course. Yet something precious has been
lost: an innate confidence in the country’s
strengths. Today, the mood in Germany
seems way too bleak. What’s missing is a
cleareyed sense of where we should be
heading. To adapt, the economy — still the
world’s third-largest — needs smart invest-
ment, public support and a healthy dose of
self-belief. That won’t end the country’s
problems, but it could put us back on the
path to prosperity.

Germany Has Lost What It Did Best

Europe’s industrial 
powerhouse has run 
out of steam.

HENNING WAGENBRETH

Konstantin Richter
A journalist and the author, most recently, of
“Dreihundert Männer,” an account of the rise
and fall of corporate Germany.
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E
VER the performer, President Trump
has lately been putting on a show of in-
difference.

The congressional elections on Tues-
day, Nov. 3? Farthest thing from his mind. “I
don’t care about the midterms,” he said dur-
ing a cabinet meeting last week. Democrats
exulted. Members of the commentariat
gasped, as if watching political seppuku.

Stratospheric gas prices? “This is
peanuts,” he said about two weeks ago, mini-
mizing the pain felt by less affluent Ameri-
cans as he bragged about the extravagance of
the new ballroom he’s trying to build. It’s a
shame he didn’t live two and a half centuries
ago, in France. He and Marie Antoinette
would have gotten on like a palace on fire.

Trump’s imperial airs, blasé banter and
self-indulgent decisions — such as his en-
dorsement of Ken Paxton, who is now the Re-
publicans’ hugely vulnerable nominee in the
crucial U.S. Senate race in Texas — create the
impression of a president unshakably confi-
dent and blissfully unconcerned about voters’
looming judgment.

Don’t be fooled. He may be too arrogant
and insulated to fret as much as he should, but
there are reasons for his public nonchalance.
There are also plenty of exceptions to it.

The most obvious evidence of his intense
interest in the midterms is how hard he has
tried to stack the deck in Republicans’ favor.
The rash of Republican gerrymandering over
recent months — with redrawn congressional
districts in Texas, North Carolina, Florida
and more — didn’t just happen organically,
with state-level Republicans beseeching him
to support the effort. He ordered them to un-
dertake it. Bullied them, in fact. And he bru-
tally punished any insubordination, as the In-
diana Republicans who recently lost their pri-

maries to Trump-endorsed challengers can
attest.

The success of this campaign of intimida-
tion has no bearing on the presidential con-
test in 2028 or on Senate races this year. It’s
all about the House, which just so happens to
be the chamber most often affected by
midterm pendulum swings and the one
where Democrats are probably best poised to
reclaim a majority. If that didn’t trouble —
even terrify — Trump, why all the thundering
and threats?

And why insist so furiously on new voting
rules nationwide? That’s also not about 2028,
when his inability (we pray!) to run for the
White House again diminishes his invest-
ment in such restrictions. It’s about the
midterms. He has been haranguing congres-
sional Republicans to pass legislation that
would, among other measures, limit mail-in
voting and require people who want to regis-
ter to vote to provide proof of citizenship. He
and his allies clearly believe those changes
would more likely depress Democratic votes
than Republican ones.

Trump must know that the Senate is highly
unlikely to pass that legislation, which the
House narrowly approved. But his over-
wrought assertions of the need for it serve his
favorite fiction: Democrats steal elections, so
Republicans must go to great lengths to de-
fend themselves and the country against
that. The unflagging energy he devotes to this
nonsense reflects the undeniable angst he
feels about the midterms. He’s prophylacti-
cally delegitimizing and challenging any re-
sults that repudiate him.

Some political observers have cited the un-
popularity of the Iran war — and Trump’s fail-
ure to build public support for it before the
first strikes — as proof that he’s inadequately
attuned to the midterms. But there’s a ready
argument against that: His quickie conquest
in Venezuela so amped him up and puffed him
up that he didn’t sense any need to sweat ex-
tensive planning and prepping for his next

heady triumph. American pilots would swoop
in, speed out and sprint home in time for the
victory parades. By all signs, Trump didn’t
decide to risk the closing of the Strait of Hor-
muz and a subsequent spike in what Ameri-
cans would pay at the pump. He just didn’t en-
vision those possibilities.

And when he talks now about his willing-
ness to suffer whatever political price he
must to eliminate Iran as a nuclear threat,
that’s not high-minded, farsighted, selfless
leadership. (Have you met Trump?) It’s dam-
age control. “I don’t care about the midterms”
is what you say when you may have botched
them and are trying to alchemize incompe-
tence into valor.

Besides, Trump and his attendants don’t
fully accept polls, which have underesti-
mated him before. He knows better than the
experts and the critics. Many of them said he
couldn’t win in 2016, but he did. Many said he
couldn’t come back in 2024, then he showed
them. If they’re saying now that Iran is his al-
batross, then maybe it’s his ascot.

And his supporters stick. That’s the lesson
he learned from a criminal conviction that
didn’t slow him down one bit and from fans’
interpretations of his crudeness as authen-
ticity, his cruelty as boldness, his thievery as
entrepreneurial genius. On the one hand, it
would be prudent to wait until after the
midterms to insist that he be protected from
any tax audits and that the Justice Depart-
ment put $1.776 billion of taxpayers’ money
into a fund with which he can reward his loy-
alists. On the other, his longstanding mockery
of ethics has barely nicked him, so why
shouldn’t he do as he wishes when he
pleases?

Which is his preference anyway. What’s the
point of all his power if he hesitates to flex it?
Propelling Paxton into the winner’s circle did
that in a way that backing Paxton’s rival in
the primary, Senator John Cornyn, wouldn’t
have. It drew more notice, caused more upset
and had everyone buzzing about Trump’s po-

Beneath All That Bluster, the President Is Sweating
Trump says he
doesn’t care about
the midterms
because he knows
he botched them.

Frank Bruni
A contributing Opinion writer who was on the
staff of The Times for more than 25 years.
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tency with his base. He wasn’t deaf to the
voices that recommended Cornyn as the
safer strategy. But his desire to shatter expec-
tations and his impulse for mischief spoke
more loudly. He chose the naughty, self-inflat-
ing course. He usually does.

At a Republican retreat at the start of the
year, Trump acknowledged to his party’s law-
makers that often “when you win the presi-
dency, you lose the midterm.” That’s what
happened to him halfway through his first
term. He told them: “You got to win the
midterms because if we don’t win the
midterms, it’s just going to be — I mean,
they’ll find a reason to impeach me. I’ll get
impeached.”

That doesn’t sound like denial. It sounds
like distress. And while the five months since
then may have blurred Trump’s focus and left
him even more estranged from reality than
he typically is, they haven’t knocked him un-
conscious. Beneath all that bluster and make-
up, he’s sweating.
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ALook atMike
Pence’sWay
What Conservatives Believe
By Mike Pence
Center Street, 304 pages, $33

BOOKSHELF | By Tunku Varadarajan

Adventure as a Way of Life

L ooking at my computer,
I find myself lingering
over a beautiful wide-

angle photo of a mountain
peak: giant slabs of sharp
rock, brushed with snow and
bathed in sunlight.

I admire the image, but my
conscience nags that one
should have to trek halfway
around the world to see such
a thing. That one should have
to pay more than I am willing
to pay in time, money or com-
fort. Only then can one attain
a view like this and perhaps,
with a naked eye, see moun-
tains as they see each other.

Whatever the actual price,
it wasn’t too high for Shelley
Johannesen, a family friend
who died on May 11 shortly
after summiting Makalu, in
Nepal, the world’s fifth-high-
est peak.

An experienced mountain-
eer, Shelley was climbing with
her boyfriend and business
partner, Dave Ashley, and

guides Tawa and Phurba
Sonam Sherpa. The condi-
tions, at almost 28,000 feet
above sea level, were ex-
treme. The night before their
descent, according to an ac-
count in Outside magazine,
more than 30 inches of snow
fell on Makalu and winds
blew 60 miles an hour.

As the group reached
24,000 feet, an avalanche
struck, the heaviest part hit-
ting Shelley and Tawa Sherpa,
carrying them about 1,000
feet down the mountain and
leaving both seriously injured.
It took hours for the other
climbers to find them. The ex-
tent of their injuries couldn’t
be immediately assessed, and

the situation was plainly dire.
Dave sent an SOS to their
outfitter and stayed the night
with Shelley, hoping for an
unlikely rescue, while holding
one sleeping bag over them
both. He suffered frostbite on
his right hand and foot. Be-
fore morning, Shelley, lying in
his embrace, was gone.

A 53-year-old mother of
three adult children, Shelley
had discovered a new sense of
purpose at an age when many
people start checking the
math on their retirement
plans. As her marriage broke
up, she threw herself into her
passion for sport.

She met Dave at a meetup
of athletes running a rim-to-
rim-to-rim challenge at the
Grand Canyon. They contin-
ued to cross paths and fell in
love. Shelley joined Dave’s
travel and adventure com-
pany—its motto: “Climbing
mountains and making
friends.” Dash, the company
name which came from Dave’s
nickname in the Air Force—as

Dave, just returned from Ne-
pal, tells me—was reinter-
preted as an abbreviation for
Dave and Shelley.

My wife, Cynthia, a hiker,
had traveled with Shelley and
Dave on a trip last year
through the Grand Canyon.
Earlier this year Cynthia and
our daughter, Madi, traveled
with them on a hike through
the Sacred Valley in Peru. I
was at home both times, ea-
gerly awaiting their return.

About Shelley one might
think: What a way to die. I
keep thinking: What a way to
live.

It was two days after
Mother’s Day when we
learned the terrible news.
That afternoon a package ar-
rived at our house with a be-
lated Mother’s Day gift for
Cynthia from our kids: a pair
of hiking poles for her next
adventure.

Mr. Skinner is the Jour-
nal’s deputy editorial features
editor.

By David Skinner

Shelley Johannesen
climbed mountains,
made friends, and
died near the summit.

OPINION

M ike Pence is on a mission to Make America Conserva-
tive Again. And he’s driven by an ardor that is both
righteous and personal. He looks at the country he

served as a doughty vice president—whose fidelity to the Con-
stitution pulled America back from the brink of a potentially
irreparable crisis—and finds it racked by war between the pro-
gressive left and the populist right. Eclipsed in this battle are
the tenets Mr. Pence lives by and that he seeks to revive in a
political manifesto titled “What Conservatives Believe.”

His role model is Barry Goldwater, whose “The Conscience
of a Conservative” (1960) contained “the timeless principles
of conservatism” that inspired Ronald Reagan and Mr. Pence
himself in his formative years as a politician. Many of these
principles, Mr. Pence writes, also shaped the direction of
President Trump’s first term, which was characterized by tax
cuts, deregulation, enhanced energy production, pro-life
Supreme Court nominees and a foreign policy that “exuded”

American strength.
“I was by his side for all of it,”

Mr. Pence tells us of his partner-
ship-in-office with Mr. Trump.
And “although things did not end
well between us,” he says, “I will
always be proud of the record of
the Trump-Pence administration
and believe Goldwater and Reagan
would be too.”

Throughout the book, Mr.
Pence deploys that hyphenated
label—“the Trump-Pence adminis-
tration”—to describe Mr. Trump’s
first term in office. If it seems
insistent, it’s because Mr. Pence

takes pride in the fact that those were, undeniably, conserva-
tive times in America. He quotes, to good effect, Goldwater
himself, who wrote that “America is fundamentally a Conser-
vative nation.”

It’s Mr. Trump’s second term, in which the president has
“not always governed as a conservative,” that torments Mr.
Pence. He identifies the Trump tariffs (“amounting to the
largest peacetime tax hike in American history”) and the
unapologetic isolationism (which has “emboldened Russia to
continue its brutal invasion of a Western ally,” Ukraine) as
some of the most egregious betrayals of conservatism. As a
result, he says, conservatism is in the doldrums, with many
Americans “confused about what it means to be a conser-
vative” at a time when the GOP’s regnant philosophy (for
want of a better word) is “right-wing populism and big-
government Republicanism.”

Mr. Pence is determined to fight back. “We need a new
articulation of what conservatives believe,” he writes, and
“a fresh argument for how a rising generation can apply
these principles to the challenges of today.” And so he gives
us what he calls “a twenty-first century version of ‘The Con-
science of a Conservative.’ ” He was assisted in the writing
of his book by the estimable John J. Miller, much as L. Brent
Bozell Jr. lent his pen to Goldwater. (Mr. Miller, a professor
of journalism at Hillsdale College, is a columnist with the
Journal’s Free Expression newsletter.)

There’s a lapidary quality to Mr. Pence’s manifesto, and
it’s worth noting that he invokes Isaiah: “look to the rock
from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you
were hewn.” He’s a Christian man, famously devout, and is
honest in his assertion that his worldview is religious. “Con-
servatives believe that our rights come from God,” he says,
which sets him apart—at least in this respect—from the
nontheological Goldwater.

In his recitation of the precepts that comprise conser-
vatism, Mr. Pence offers a catalog of beliefs. This includes
a commitment to: a right to life; limited government, as
shaped by the Constitution; law and order; free markets;
low taxes; prudent expenditure; federalism and states’
rights; parental rights over education; the traditional family;
“peace through strength” and standing with our allies and
against our enemies; “character, civility, and statesmanship”;
and steadfast support of Israel.

Enveloping all of this is his bedrock conviction that all
men are created equal. Mr. Pence makes plain his commit-
ment to civil rights, including a reverence for Martin Luther
King Jr. and an admiration (which some readers will find
surprising) for John F. Kennedy. The 1964 Civil Rights Act
was “the greatest legislative achievement of the twentieth
century,” and he reminds us that Republicans supported it
more strongly than Democrats. Mr. Pence does not shrink
from reminding us also that his hero, Goldwater, voted
against the bill in 1964. “He was wrong to do so,” Mr.
Pence tells us, “as the Jim Crow laws of the southern states
amounted to a systematic abuse of the nation’s highest prin-
ciples.” Although Goldwater later confessed that he regret-
ted his vote, progressives—writes Mr. Pence—“never let him
or anybody else forget it.”

Mr. Pence is courtly, and chivalrous perhaps to a fault. He
was treated badly by Mr. Trump in January 2021 (and there-
after), and a less forgiving or spiritually secure man would
have made more of the hurt he has had to endure. Instead,
Mr. Pence gives the president his due wherever he deserves
it, and the criticism that he offers—wherever it is due—is
couched always in civil language. “Liberals love to pretend
that Donald Trump invented incivility,” he writes, “but he’s
more a symptom than a source.” The closest he comes to a
good old swipe at his former boss is this delicious line:
“Trump did not devise the personal attack in politics, though
he may have perfected it.”

Mr. Pence insists, however, that left-wing progressives
rejected civility and compromise “long before Trump.” But
he regrets that “Trump’s abrasive and combative style” has
become the modus operandi of right-wing populists, whose
scorched-earth methods and scorn for the Constitution
should, in the author’s view, be anathema to conservatives.

America, says Mr. Pence, must make a choice. Will it
“embrace again the traditional conservative agenda” that
has led it to prosperity and global leadership, or will it
“choose to go down the path of populism and decline”?
Citing the Book of Jeremiah, he notes that we “stand at
the crossroads.” And he’s sure that Americans will now
“ask where the good way is, and walk in it.”

Mr. Varadarajan, a Journal contributor, is a fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute and at New York University
Law School’s Classical Liberal Institute.

The former vice president sees little
conservatism in President Trump’s second
term, and is determined to bring it back.

Protesters de-
scended on
Delaney Hall,
an Immigra-
tion and Cus-
toms Enforce-
m e n t
detention fa-
cility in New-
ark, N.J., this
weekend. For
a while it

looked as though we might
see a rerun of Minneapolis,
where two people were shot
and killed by ICE agents in
January amid protests de-
signed to thwart enforcement
of immigration law.

In Minneapolis, ICE agents
operated without the coopera-
tion of local and state law en-
forcement. The chaos made
Gov. Tim Walz look hapless
and incompetent. The newly
installed governor of New Jer-
sey, Mikie Sherrill, is deter-
mined not to repeat Mr.
Walz’s mistake.

Ms. Sherrill decided on a
very New Jersey solution: Call
in state police to set up a se-
curity perimeter around Dela-
ney Hall so ICE could do its
job. This way she could claim
to uphold law and order.

But in her public state-
ments, the governor argues
that most of the blame for the
violence belongs to ICE—in-
stead of the protesters who
came to Newark itching for a
fight.

Mikie Sherrill Wrongfully Blames ICE
At a press briefing Satur-

day, Ms. Sherrill alluded to
Minneapolis. Clearly she in-
tended to draw a contrast be-
tween her decisive actions and
Minnesota officials’ failure to
go after those who caused the
mayhem. “I refuse to let that
happen in New Jersey,” she
said in her best zero-tolerance
voice. And she named those
responsible for the violence
outside Delaney Hall.

“I will not give ICE a pre-
text to expand operations at
Delaney Hall or across our
state,” Ms. Sherrill thumped.
“I will not put lives at risk.”

It’s a whopper, but New
Jersey being what it is—a blue
state whose gerrymandering
will only get worse under Ms.
Sherrill—no one questioned it.
Even though the truth of the
violence she condemns is ob-
vious to anyone who watches
the news.

Whatever one’s views of
ICE, it manifestly isn’t the
problem in New Jersey. These
well-supplied protesters
mean business. TV footage
shows them stocked with gas
masks, respirators, goggles
and hard hats. They threw
rocks and other objects, and
they pushed barricades at the
state troopers and police.
Federal and local police made
between two dozen and four
dozen arrests.

One of these was Nicholas
Scelfo. During the protests he

was filmed by independent
journalist Nick Sortor scream-
ing at ICE agents: “Your chil-
dren, your wife—all dead! I
have your face, m—f—! You’re
dead! Dead!” Within 24 hours
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation had Mr. Scelfo in cus-
tody thanks to facial recogni-
tion technology.

In a Friday tweet announc-
ing the arrest of another pro-
tester, acting Attorney General
Todd Blanche included photos
of bloody bites the man alleg-
edly inflicted on ICE officers.
“These riots are clearly not
‘peaceful protests’ as you can
see from the photos of these
horrific wounds,” Mr. Blanche
said.

Still Mr. Sherrill sticks with
her narrative that the unrest
is due to officers trying to en-
force the law rather than pro-
testers defying the law. It
doesn’t pass the straight-face
test. The longer the unrest
goes on, the harder it will be
to maintain the fiction that
ICE is the bad actor here.

The irony is that it’s the
protesters themselves who are

exposing this fiction. No one
still believes these protests are
driven by the horrible treat-
ment of those detained at Del-
aney. A few days ago we were
all talking about the protesters’
claim that maggots were in the
food served to inmates, which
Homeland Security denied. It is
also becoming clear ICE isn’t
the only enemy for the protest-
ers. Over the weekend they
happily did battle with the
New Jersey police Ms. Sherrill
called in to protect protesters
from ICE.

This may be a clever way
not to offend the Democratic
base, but the protesters don’t
have much patience for the
democratic process—or the
Democratic Party. They are in-
terested in chaos, as their ac-
tions make perfectly clear.

They enjoy the protests.
They enjoy clashing with po-
lice. Does anyone think they
care about the quality of food
or medical attention inside
Delaney Hall? The last thing
they want is a political com-
promise that would take them
off the streets.

On Monday, Gov. Sherrill
tweeted a statement by New
Jersey Attorney General Jen-
nifer Davenport that the issue
here is “protecting the right
to peaceful protest.” She’s
right. But ICE isn’t threaten-
ing that right, and the pro-
tests aren’t peaceful.

Write to mcgurn@wsj.com.

New Jersey’s governor
calls the police on
protesters but refuses
to criticize them.

MAIN
STREET
By William
McGurn

Defense Sec-
retary Pete
H e g s e t h
stunned U.S.
adversaries
and allies at
this year’s
Shangri -La
Dialogue of
defense offi-
cials in Sing-
apore. He did

it in the most unexpected
way: by delivering a thought-
ful and sensible speech on the
future of American defense
policy in Asia.

With the Washington press
obsessed with stories about
rivalries inside the Pentagon
as well as surprising and con-
troversial personnel changes
in the military hierarchy,
many were unprepared for the
professionalism and focus the
secretary showed in Singa-
pore. After the speech, Mr.
Hegseth stayed on message,
delivering coherent and well-
informed answers to question-
ers from large and small pow-
ers across the region.

In his telling, America’s
goal in the region is “a favor-
able but durable balance of
power in which no state, in-
cluding China, can impose its
hegemony and hold the secu-
rity or prosperity of our na-
tion and our allies in ques-
tion.” Washington, he said,
will pursue that vision with
“strength that is disciplined,
resolve that is steady, and
leadership that is confident
enough to speak and walk

Pete Hegseth Goes to Asia
softly while carrying a big
stick.”

What is likely to matter
most to American allies
(and adversaries) is Mr.
Hegseth’s commitment to
increase both the quantity
of American defense
spending and its effective-
ness. Hailing what he
called President Trump’s
“generational investment”
of $1.5 trillion in defense
spending requested in the
fiscal 2027 budget, the
secretary pledged “a his-
toric national manufactur-
ing mobilization of our de-
fense industrial base” that
would deliver better weap-
ons in greater quantities at
better prices than any country
in the world can match.

What does America want
with all this investment? Sta-
bility. “The United States
seeks to preserve the condi-
tions that have long under-
written peace and prosperity
in this region. . . . Our inter-
ests in the Pacific are signifi-
cant, but they are also scoped
and reasonable, defined by a
favorable balance of power in
which sovereignty is re-
spected, commerce flows
freely, and nations retain the
freedom to make their own
choices.”

Conceptually at least, this
approach is significantly more
useful than Joe Biden’s em-
phasis on human rights and
democracy promotion. The
Trump administration’s ap-
proach to the region has its
problems, some severe, but an
approach incorporating moral-
istic posturing at the expense
of important allies, aggressive
rhetoric toward Beijing, and a
steadfast refusal to match
China’s steady military
buildup was unlikely to end
well.

Not without reason, Mr.

Hegseth projected optimism
about the ability of the Ameri-
can alliance system to survive
the Trump administration’s
emphasis on military burden-
sharing. In an era when even
New Zealand is looking to in-
crease defense spending, call-
ing on Pacific partners to take
on more of the defense bur-
den is pushing on an open
door. Increasingly Pacific na-
tions understand that defense
spending is more than a nec-
essary bulwark of national se-
curity. The rapidly evolving
military technology needed to
create new weapon systems
requires research-and-devel-
opment projects that can bol-
ster the domestic economy.
Given this background, the de-
fense secretary’s vague but
enticing assurance that allies
that step up their spending
can expect benefits including
“expedited arms sales, deep
industrial base collaboration,
expanded intelligence sharing,
the list goes on” will elicit sig-
nificant interest.

So far, so good. But many
Asian allies were left wonder-
ing how far Washington will
back Mr. Hegseth’s soothing

words with serious deeds.
How does the secretary
reconcile the value of
speaking softly with his
boss’s social-media pres-
ence? Does introducing
uncertainty into American
arms sales to Taiwan in-
crease stability in the re-
gion? How does a mercu-
rial trade policy
contribute to the stable
prosperity the Trump ad-
ministration ostensibly
seeks? Is America under
Mr. Trump’s leadership
the farseeing custodian of
the international balance
of power or the bull in
the china shop of a pre-
carious world order?
Mr. Hegseth’s speech was

silent on the subject on most
of his audience’s minds: the
U.S.-Iran war, which has
closed the Strait of Hormuz to
the sea traffic on which most
of the region’s economies de-
pend. Fuel and fertilizer price
hikes are creating political
and economic stress across
the region. Remittances from
Gulf-based workers in coun-
tries ranging from the Philip-
pines to Pakistan provide vital
support to families and econo-
mies. Asian views of the
Trump administration will be
shaped far more by the out-
come of the conflict in the
Gulf than by anything Mr.
Hegseth or any other Ameri-
can official says in forums.

One thinks of the Earl of
Rochester’s epigram about
King Charles II: “Here lies our
Sovereign Lord, the King /
Whose word no man relies
on / Who never said a foolish
thing / Nor ever did a wise
one.” Mr. Hegseth’s speech
was a strong one, and it de-
serves a wide audience. The
question is whether his deeds,
and those of his president, can
live up to it.

Allies try to reconcile
the secretary’s careful
speech with Trump’s
social-media blasts.

GLOBAL
VIEW
By Walter
Russell Mead

Pete Hegseth in Singapore.
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Why Does OpenAI Pretend to Be a Nonprofit?
Judith Chevalier and Sarath

Sanga are correct to point out the
seemingly insurmountable problems
inherent in combining nonprofit and
profit-making corporate structures,
which is at the heart of Elon Musk’s
lawsuit against OpenAI and its CEO
Sam Altman (“The Real Story of the
OpenAI Case,” op-ed, May 14).

Granting nonprofit status to an es-
sentially commercial entity is a mis-
take, especially if the option to con-
vert to profit-making status remains.
Moreover, can anyone predict with
confidence which corporate structure
would better benefit all of humanity?

Nonprofit status should be re-
served for entities that truly are
charities and wouldn’t be viable as
profit-making entities. Clearly,
OpenAI, valued at close to a trillion
dollars in its most recent funding
round, doesn’t fit that definition.
Moreover, it seems almost inevita-
ble that the combined structure,
with two sets of funding sources
and a dual mandate, is a recipe for

the type of dispute we have seen
play out in court. OpenAI seems to
have tried to address this problem
by having essentially the same
board for both entities, itself a
questionable maneuver.

Mr. Musk is seeking a resolution
that would restore OpenAI as a fully
nonprofit entity. Ms. Chevalier and
Mr. Sanga criticize the attorneys
general of California and Delaware
for not assuring that the assets are
properly valued. Even if they were,
how would that work? Would the
two surviving entities then do the
same things?

It seems more likely that trans-
ferring substantial resources from
the profit-making entity to the non-
profit would leave both under-
funded and weakened. The lesson to
be drawn is that OpenAI should
never have been a nonprofit to be-
gin with.

THOMAS LENARD
Technology Policy Institute

Washington

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“He could have given me
a little more notice.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

The Exxon Example for Corporations

ExxonMobil shareholders lastweek voted
to support management’s decision to
move its corporate domicile toTexas from

New Jersey. It’s a smart move
that raises a question for other
companies: Is it becoming a
corporate governance duty to
leave states that punish busi-
ness for states that don’t?

Seventy-one percent of
Exxon holders supported the corporate move
at its annual meeting. That endorsement came
despite opposition from the proxy adviser
duopoly of Glass Lewis and Institutional Share-
holder Services. Those two advisory firms try
to enforce progressive policies on corporate
governance even if they’re not in the best inter-
est of shareholders.

Exxon CEO DarrenWoods pitched the deci-
sion as better for its business as the company
has operated in Texas for decades. “The board
believes that kind of familiarity will lead to
more reasonable, productive decisions from
Texas officials and citizens, which is critical to
the long-term success of the company,” Mr.
Woods told shareholders.

Yet Exxon has had its legal home in New Jer-
sey since 1882, so why move it now? The best
answer is that the policy differences between
states are becomingwider. States run by Demo-
crats aremoving in a sharply different direction
than states run by Republicans.

One big difference is litigation risk. In 2022
New Jersey’s Attorney General sued Exxon for
allegedly deceiving the public about climate
change and fossil fuels. A judge dismissed the
case in 2025, but climate lawsuits are a major
priority for the tort bar and progressives.

Exxon also amended its bylaws to provide an
“exclusive forum provision” to litigate share-
holder suits in federal court in southern Texas or

the state’s special business courts. This is at least
someprotection againstmarauding plaintiff law-
yers in leaguewith Democratic state AGs. Texas

AG Ken Paxton has become an
anti-business problem, though
he’ll soon be out of that job as
he seeks a Senate seat.

Exxon had already moved
its corporate headquarters to
Texas, so it has long benefited

from the lower cost of doing business. New Jer-
sey has the highest corporate state tax rate at
11.5%. Texas has no corporate tax, though it
does have a gross receipts tax. Texas also has
no personal income tax, while New Jersey’s top
rate is 10.75%.

Energy costs are also much higher in New
Jersey. The website Choose Energy says elec-
tricity rates in Texas are 15.41 cents per kilowatt
hour, compared to 23.12 cents in the Garden
State. New Jersey has punished fossil-fuel en-
ergy while promoting wind and solar, while
Texas has pursued an all-of-the-above energy
strategy.

All of thismakes us wonder if corporate resi-
dence and legal domicile could, and perhaps
should, become an issue in corporate gover-
nance. Does it serve the interests of sharehold-
ers to be located in a state with high taxes, high
energy and regulatory costs, and large litigation
risk? The question may not be amenable to
shareholder litigation, but it is worth raising to
corporate boards and managers.

Some companies might decide to stay in a
state like California, despite its anti-business
rules, to take advantage of talent clusters as in
Silicon Valley. But as tech talent disperses to
the likes of Austin, Texas, that reason may be-
come less important. Don’t be surprised if
Exxon is a harbinger of more shareholder-
driven relocations.

The shareholder duty
case for leaving states
that punish business.

Iran Gets Trump to Rescue Hezbollah

I ran’s regime beganMonday by throwing a
wrench into negotiations with the U.S., and
President Trump spent the rest of the day

scrambling to satisfy Iran’s
demand. The result is a new
cease-fire in Lebanon, rescu-
ing Hezbollah for themoment,
though the terrorists didn’t
abide by the first cease-fire
for even a day.

Hezbollah began this war with Israel on
March 2, firing on soldiers and civilian targets
on the orders of its Iranian patrons. The first
Lebanon cease-fire was announced April 17 af-
ter Iran’s regime had said Israeli retaliation
against Hezbollah was preventing the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz. Mr. Trump pres-
sured Israel and delivered the cease-fire, but
Iran reneged on Hormuz—and its Hezbollah
proxy kept firing.

Israel avoided attacking Hezbollah’s Dahiyeh
stronghold in Beirut in reply, so as not to trou-
ble U.S.-Iran negotiations. Hezbollah’s strikes
intensified, reaching an average of 125 rockets
and 49 drones fired at Israel each day last week.
No country can livewith that. OnMonday Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced Israel
would expand its retaliation to Dahiyeh. Israel
issued an evacuation order for civilians.

Enter Iran. OnMonday statemedia reported
the regime had stopped exchanging messages
with the U.S. owing to Israeli attacks in Leba-
non. Iran’s ForeignMinister said they amounted
to an American cease-fire violation.

The shamelessness is always striking. Iran
has repeatedly violated its April 7 cease-fire
with the U.S. by firing drones and missiles at
commercial vessels, U.S. forces and Gulf states.
In recent days it has downed a U.S. drone over
international waters and fired ballistic missiles
at U.S. forces in Kuwait. Through it all, Mr.
Trump has limited the U.S. responses to self-de-
fense and insisted the cease-fire still obtains.

In reply to Iran’s threat to end negotiations,

Mr. Trump talked tough. “I don’t care if they’re
over,” he told CNBC. “Frankly, I thought they
started to get very boring.”

But the President’s actions
suggest he does care. After
long calls withMr. Netanyahu
and Lebanese interlocutors,
on Monday afternoon Mr.
Trump announced a new
cease-fire in Lebanon: “They

agreed that all shooting will stop,” he wrote on
Truth Social.

Lebanon and Israel suggested the deal is only
partial. As long as Hezbollah doesn’t attack Is-
raeli territory, Israel won’t attack the terrorists
in Dahiyeh, Mr. Netanyahu said. This is a recipe
for managing the conflict, limiting it to south-
ern Lebanon, where both sides expect to con-
tinue the fight.

This suffices for now for Israel, which won
high ground in Lebanon in recent days and could
use time tomount defenses against fiber-optic
drones. But Hezbollah’s capital again has been
spared the consequences of the group’s own ac-
tions. Iran is winning its proxy a refuge.

Anytime it wants, Iran could tell Hezbollah
to stop shooting and end the war, which Israel
has no desire to wage. Instead it encouraged
Hezbollah’s fire, so it could cut off U.S. talks
when Israel inevitably responded in force. The
regime has two interests here: Protecting its ter-
ror proxywhile it attacks Israel and resisting the
U.S. changes to the draftmemorandumof under-
standing that we reported on Thursday.

Iran’s regime sees this as one war, and it has
been testing Mr. Trump on all fronts. If it fires
on U.S. forces in the Strait or Gulf, will he still
try to salvage the cease-fire? How about
stepped-up attacks on Israel? How about claim-
ing to quit negotiations? In each case, Mr.
Trump has chosen to avoid escalation and keep
talking. If he won’t send a different message, it
will be difficult to get the regime to complywith
a deal, no matter what it promises now.

By threatening talks, the
regime gets the U.S. to
tie Israel’s hands.

California’s Election Month

C alifornia holds its jungle primary on
Tuesday, but don’t stay up waiting for
the results. Winners might not be

known for weeks thanks to state election laws
that are designed to goose Democratic turn-
out. So hang tight, and enjoy the frustrating
suspense.

The state gubernatorial and Los Angeles
mayoral races are turning out to be nail-biters.
The top-two finishers could turn on the compo-
sition of the electorate, which is hard to predict.
Former Biden Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra leads in the polls for gov-
ernor with Republican Steve Hilton and billion-
aire climate crusader Tom Steyer not far
behind.

In the mayoral race, incumbent Karen Bass
is running slightly ahead of progressive city
councilwomanNithya Raman and the reformist
Republican Spencer Pratt. It’s possible that can-
didates who are ahead on election night could
fall behind as more ballots arrive in the mail
and are counted.

California sends every registered voter an
absentee ballot a month ahead of the election.
This gives voters plenty of time tomark and re-
turn them. Yet the state allows ballots to be
counted as long as they are postmarked on or
before Election Day. Many voters wait until the
last minute.

As of Sunday, only 15% of all ballots had been
returned. Democratic voters so far are submit-
ting ballots at a lower rate than they did in

2022. This could indicate Democrats aren’t en-
thusiastic about their choices or are struggling
to decide. Regardless, it means the results may
not be known for days or evenweeks until after
the election.

Counting ballots returned by mail takes
more time than those cast in-person because
signatures have to be matched. The state also
allows people to register to vote and cast bal-
lots provisionally on Election Day, which can
add time since county officials must verify
voter eligibility.

In the 2024 general election, Republican
HousemembersMike Garcia,Michelle Steel and
John Duarte saw their leads on election night
evaporate as more ballots arrived, and they
swung heavily for Democrats. One reason is
youngand lower-propensity voters tend to return
ballots later, and they also tend to lean left.

This absentee-ballot-counting process bene-
fits Democrats, but it also can fuel public dis-
trust in elections. Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom said as much last month in a letter
urging election officials to expedite vote count-
ing. “The longer the voting count takes, the
more mis- and disinformation spreads,” he
wrote. “Time is of the essence in preventing
election lies from taking hold.”

He’s right. Time is also of the essence for
candidates who need to know if they can get on
with the transition to holding office, or seek a
new line of work. Why not require that ballots
be returned by Election Day?
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This Housing Bill Is Progress, Not Perfection
Your editorial is a sharp critique

against the recently passed 21st Cen-
tury ROAD to Housing Act (“A Biparti-
san Housing Fiasco,” May 27). While
no compromise in Congress is flaw-
less, the board’s criticism focuses on
grievances rather than the meaning-
ful, supply-side reforms that will ex-
pand housing construction.

The bill modernizes the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s manufactured housing codes
for the first time since the 1970s,
eliminating the outdated federal per-
manent chassis mandate. This will re-
duce costs and unleash factory-built
housing at scale.

The bill also updates the Housing De-
partment’s HOME Investment Partner-
ship Program, which hasn’t been reau-
thorized since 1992. This is the largest
federal block grant program dedicated
exclusively to affordable housing devel-

opment. This bipartisan compromise
cuts through the bureaucracy by ex-
empting projects from duplicative envi-
ronmental reviews that add immense
delays and costs to construction.

We also secured critical community
banking provisions to strengthen the
lenders at the heart of America’s
housing market. By modernizing the
regulatory treatment of custodial and
reciprocal deposits, this bill ensures
that community banks retain deposits
locally. That means more capital for
community banks to finance mort-
gages and new housing construction.

This bill isn’t a silver bullet, but
lawmaking is about progress, not per-
fection. The House-amended 21st Cen-
tury Road to Housing Act will have a
meaningful effect, increasing housing
supply across the country.

REP. J. FRENCH HILL (R., ARK.)
Washington

Zohran Mamdani and Capitalism’s Children
Regarding Austin Berg’s op-ed

“Capitalism Delivers for Zohran Mam-
dani” (May 28): Mr. Mamdani’s bud-
get couldn’t be achieved without kick-
ing the cost down the road, making
the budget harder to balance in the
future. The same shortsightedness is
being applied to Mr. Mamdani’s plans
for sweeping rent freezes across the
city. Once again, providing temporary
relief by sacrificing market competi-
tiveness and investment prospects.
The mayor’s plans for government-run
grocery stores follow the same pat-

tern. Subsidized goods for a low price
may be a nice change at first, just
have the common courtesy to not let
the door hit your favorite bodega
owner on the way out.

The 550,000 Instagram likes on
Mr. Mamdani’s budget “success”
video reflect a base still dubbing him
the man who can actually get gov-
ernment to work, content to cele-
brate illusory results and exhibit
willful ignorance of consequences in
exchange for a talking point victory
today.

But beyond the need for instant
gratification, the real issue is a gen-
eration that inherited capitalism’s
fruits, mistaking Western prosper-
ity for the default of humanity
rather than its pinnacle.

PIERCE SMYTH
Northport, N.Y.

Bring Back Our Local Retail
Marian Tupy’s insightful op-ed

(“Jeff Bezos Earned His Fortune,” May
27) reminded me of the line about de-
mocracy, which can also apply to capi-
talism, which is that it’s the worst sys-
tem, except for all the others.

Mr. Tupy is correct when he reminds
us that no one forced consumers, com-
panies or sellers to use Amazon, that
they chose to use it to save time and
money and, in many cases obtain prod-
ucts otherwise out of reach.

But Mr. Tupy left out an uninten-
tional consequence of Amazon’s global
dominance—the demise of countless
neighborhood shops, the proverbial
mom-and-pop stores, not to mention
the loss of many jobs at the large
brick-and-mortar retailers. There are
more than a few Amazon users who
hardly ever set foot in a physical store.

Solutions may be elusive, but one
possibility is for people with an en-
trepreneurial spirit to open up small
shops in their communities and offer
incentives to draw some attention
away from Amazon. These might in-
clude old-school offerings like block
parties, back-to-school events, give-
aways and raffles.

Amazon isn’t going away, and few
people believe it should. But local retail
shouldn’t be lost either.

DAVID J. GLENN
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Pepper ...
And Salt

The Fed Needs a Longer View
David Malpass is certainly correct

to argue that Fed balance sheet re-
duction is a worthy monetary policy
objective (“Why the Fed’s Balance
Sheet Needs to Shrink,” op-ed, May
28). But he is mistaken to think that
such a reduction could be executed in
today’s circumstances without put-
ting further upward pressure on
long-term interest rates.

Since the start of the Iran war,
10-year Treasury yields have risen
by some 50 basis points to 4.5% on
inflation worries and concerns
about the parlous state of public fi-
nances. With the budget deficit
projected at about $2 trillion a
year and with foreign investors
seeming to be losing their appetite
for U.S. Treasury bonds, any at-
tempt by the Fed to reduce its bal-
ance sheet size today is bound to
add upward pressure to long-term
interest rates.

DESMOND LACHMAN
American Enterprise Institute

Washington
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I n the midst of the Covid pan-
demic, the University of Cali-
fornia system in 2020 abol-
ished the requirement that
applicants submit an SAT or

ACT score. That was contrary to the
unanimous recommendation of the
Standardized Testing Task Force, a
faculty group that had studied the
issue for more than a year. This
temporary policy became perma-
nent under pressure from the state
of California.

As mathematics professors at UC
Berkeley, we have seen the results: a
yawning preparation gap among stu-
dents that undermines the goals of
access and equity for which the
change to a test-blind admissions
system was made.

At UC San Diego, the number of
freshmen failing to meet high-school
math standards grew nearly 30-fold
between 2020 and 2025. By fall
2025, 1 of 12 entering students was
placed into remedial math to learn
material taught in elementary and
middle school.

This crisis has compelled a coali-
tion of UC STEM faculty to issue an
open letter to the UC Board of Re-
gents, demanding a return to objec-

The University of California Needs the SAT Back
tive admissions standards. While
thousands of students from every
background are qualified for a UC
education, we can’t identify them
without the baseline comparison
that the SAT and the ACT provide.

Current policy threatens the de-
velopment of California’s next gener-
ation of scientists and engineers.
The letter, which we helped write,
highlights how a test-blind admis-
sions system undermines the access
promised in the California Master
Plan. Taxpayers built our system to
support all students with pathways
between community colleges and Cal
State and UC campuses. It was in-
formed by a vision that all Califor-
nians with an ambition for college
can succeed when placed appropri-
ately. Admitting severely underpre-
pared students to advanced pro-
grams at the wrong schools serves
no one but administrators who build
careers by promoting ideological
goals.

Test-blind admissions don’t help
diversify a highly trained workforce.
A student entering calculus with se-
vere deficits at UC Berkeley now
faces up to a 46% chance of failure.
We are placing thousands of stu-
dents at the mercy of a coin flip,
risking academic disaster and calling
it “equitable access.” Meanwhile, ad-
mission is denied to a large number
of students—often from the same
socioeconomic background—who
could have succeeded.

The nonstandardized records we
do require from applicants are in-
creasingly inaccurate. High-school
grade inflation has rendered tran-
scripts nearly meaningless. In 2024
more than 25% of students in UC

San Diego remedial math arrived
with a 4.0 math GPA. At Berkeley 3
out of 4 students arrive with a GPA
of 4.15 or higher. In an era of artifi-
cial-intelligence-confected essays,
the SAT remains a vital, nationally
normed check on readiness.

The scale of faculty alarm is stag-
gering. Berkeley’s informal anony-
mous survey of the Academic Senate
reveals that 83% of 430 respondents
across all departments support a re-
turn to the use of standardized test
scores in admissions. Democrats
outnumber Republicans by 10 to 1
among Berkeley faculty, making this
overwhelming opposition to a liberal
agenda item even more remarkable.
Like the letter, this survey finding is
a nonpolitical collective warning
that the removal of objective bench-
marks has untethered admissions
from academic reality.

In recent years, STEM faculty

across the UC system have been
united in their opposition to wa-
tered-down California Mathematics
Framework admission standards that
would have credited lightweight
data science courses in place of Al-
gebra II. We maintain that replacing
rigorous requirements with less-de-
manding alternatives is a disservice
to our STEM-bound students.

The feelings of Berkeley faculty
are echoed by the support for our
letter to the Board of Regents, which
received more than 1,000 signatures
from across the system in a few
days. Colleagues who pushed back
haven’t said that we were being too
harsh, but that our focus was too
narrow. Why only math and STEM?
they have asked—the situation in
English is even worse.

They are right. The crisis isn’t
confined to math. When admissions
scrap objective criteria to satisfy po-

litical appearances, universities ad-
mit students who struggle with frac-
tions, reading and analysis in
general. Other schools are grappling
with the same issues. The Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Stan-
ford and Harvard have all restored
testing requirements.

The letter isn’t a call for me-
chanical gatekeeping but for faculty
oversight to help fix a major prob-
lem. Admissions offices have fallen
victim to ideological capture, and
changes are needed to make the
system honest again.

An honest university works hard
to advance students who are ready
for the workload. We must not be a
place that removes the checks at the
gate, rewards administrators for hit-
ting diversity enrollment bench-
marks, and pressures faculty to cam-
ouflage the resulting lack of learning
through grade inflation. We were
subject to an academic experiment
during the pandemic, which clearly
failed. It is time now to return to the
SAT and objective measures of
merit.

The letter is a call for change.
We believe in the University of Cal-
ifornia’s mission of providing
world-class education instilled with
public university values. To fulfill
this promise, admissions policies
must be driven by faculty expertise
and rigorous standards. To do oth-
erwise is to betray the covenant be-
tween California taxpayers and the
UC system.

Ms. Jitomirskaya and Ms. Stank-
ova are professors of mathematics
at the University of California,
Berkeley.

By Svetlana Jitomirskaya
And Zvezdelina Stankova
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Even the overwhelmingly
liberal Berkeley faculty are
fed up with the admission
of unprepared students.

OPINION

If 1977 England Could Hold a Jubilee, So Can America Today
I was a teenager in
Britain during the
nation’s celebration
of the 25th jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II
in 1977.

It was a grim
time. The economy
was undergoing
stagflation and the
public fisc had just
been rescued by the

International Monetary Fund. A
third prime minister in three years
was running a fragile government.
Barely a decade after being crowned
soccer world champions, England
was about to miss out on qualifying
for its second straight World Cup fi-
nals. A Frenchwoman had won the
Eurovision song contest on British
soil—narrowly beating the U.K. en-
trant, which was titled, with pitch-
perfect national self-awareness,
“Rock Bottom.”

But the silver jubilee was a mo-
ment to forget our problems. There
were bunting and street parties, com-
memorative plates in the shops and
historical art projects in the schools.
On television, on one of the three
channels then available to us, we

watched the pageantry and the pomp.
Not everyone celebrated. My Irish

Catholic mother’s inherited resent-
ment of Protestant English monarchs
discouraged enthusiasm for William
of Orange’s successors. But as I
walked around the streets, the red-
white-and-blue flags and ribbons ev-
erywhere coloring in the gray skies
and grayer buildings, I felt a pro-
found sense of gratitude, a fierce
pride in belonging to a nation that
could—at least for a long summer
weekend—set aside its many flaws
and remind itself of its plausible
claim to greatness.

An American now, in a month I
will join the rest of the country in
celebrating our 250th jubilee. The
writ of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence has run for 10 times as long as
Elizabeth’s reign at that time (almost
four times as long as she eventually
reigned), and I can say, with no disre-
spect to her late majesty, that the
U.S. has given its people—and the
world—something more to celebrate
than a constitutionally impotent
monarch’s smiling ability to project a
sense of national cohesion at a time
of collective gloom.

Yet the temper of our nation today

is all wrong. It seems likely that the
250th celebration won’t seem like
much of a jubilee at all, but another
occasion for us to disagree angrily,
another moment to settle into sullen
mutual hostility about who is the
greater threat to our very survival. A
little less than half the country will
proclaim that America is great again,
with a roughly equal number insist-
ing it isn’t or never was.

We are so used to this by now that
even on a rare birthday, a chance to
reflect on America’s meaning is dulled
by the obsession with finding its
faults. Large numbers of Americans
now seem to think they don’t really
live in the same country at all, but one
that is poised on the brink of collapse
and if the rest of the country votes
the wrong way at the next election, it
will cease to exist as a constitutional

republic and thriving democracy.
It’s certainly unfortunate that this

moment arrives when we have a
president who seems to want his sup-
porters to believe that his political
opponents are traitors and his critics
public enemies. It is hardly a surprise
that the official 250th celebrations
have a MAGA-exclusive quality. But
Donald Trump’s excesses shouldn’t
keep us from remembering that a few
years ago we were governed by a na-
tional cultural elite whose overriding
sense of national purpose seemed
predicated on the proposition that
America’s very founding was irre-
deemably wicked.

I can’t do much about this cold
civil war. But as an immigrant, per-
haps I’m better placed than others to
make the case that America’s great-
ness far outweighs its faults. The U.S.
economy remains the envy of the
world; its capitalist system is pushing
out the frontiers of technology in
ways that will transform lives and
enhance our already world-beating
prosperity. It remains a beacon of op-
portunity for almost the entire world.
Most remarkable isn’t that our liberal
values are again under attack, but
how long and how firmly they have

endured. Americans embarked on a
wild experiment to preserve and ad-
vance liberty 250 years ago. How
many other countries’ institutions
that were around in 1776 are recog-
nizably the same today?

This isn’t a call to complacency:
We are all familiar enough with the
mistakes America has made and con-
tinues to make to know that suprem-
acy isn’t guaranteed. But you would
have to be incredibly ignorant to be-
lieve that the accumulated genius of
America won’t survive a flawed pres-
ident or three, or a bout of cultural
self-loathing,

If none of this persuades you of
the intrinsic greatness of this coun-
try, my fellow Americans, then at
least use this historic moment to take
a holiday from the bad stuff. If the
British in the 1970s, a byword for na-
tional decline and institutional col-
lapse, could find a way to celebrate
what their country stood for, perhaps
by focusing briefly on America’s vir-
tues more than its vices, you’ll get a
better appreciation for what it is.

Take pride in your country, Amer-
ica. Despite 250 years of trying, no
one has been able to come up with a
better one.

Our situation is far less
dire. Unlike the U.K. then,
the U.S. is still the world’s
envy and its beacon.
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South Korea Takes a Hard Left Turn Against America

S outh Korean officials storm
the command center of an
American military base, seiz-

ing details about U.S. Air Force
flights in the name of a domestic
investigation.

South Korean legislators and
prosecutors launch a criminal in-
quiry into a successful American
company (Coupang, sometimes
called the Amazon of Asia) for a
seemingly accidental data breach,
while local Korean (and Chinese)
firms skate by for more-serious, de-
liberate disclosures.

A South Korean government min-
ister publicly discloses what is al-
leged to be classified information
about a North Korean nuclear site,
effectively revealing to Pyongyang
intelligence that America had shared
with Seoul in confidence.

Welcome to today’s U.S.-South Ko-
rea alliance. The partnership is grap-
pling with the unpredictable Trump
administration—and also the all-too-
predictable recklessness of the hard-
left government in Seoul. Mr.

Trump’s transactional, often peremp-
tory approach to American allies is
well-known. But the government on
the other side of the alliance de-
serves much more attention.

The radicals in charge of South
Korea today are President Lee Jae
Myung and his Minju (or “Demo-
cratic”) Party. They swept to victory
last June, after the disgraced former
president, Yoon Suk Yeol, was im-
peached for a bizarre six-hour at-
tempt to declare martial law.

South Korean journalists and for-
eign reporters often refer to Mr. Lee
and Minju as “liberals” (and to Mr.
Yoon as a “conservative”). But
Minju’s far-left leaders tend to de-
spise liberals. Critics fear their ulti-
mate aim is to impose far-reaching
legal revisions to permit their own
indefinite rule—and that the coun-
try’s hard-won liberal constitution is
at risk.

How far left is Minju? In 2021 it
joined the celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party in Beijing. Minju raised its
party banner alongside the flags of
the Chinese and other communist
and authoritarian parties.

Minju’s leaders cut their teeth in
the struggle against Chun Doo-
hwan’s military rule in the 1980s. But
while South Korea’s official opposi-
tion parties were agitating for a
transition to democratic constitu-
tional governance, the politics of fu-
ture Minju figures is reminiscent of
the “national liberation” move-
ment—a pro-Pyongyang, under-
ground operation infused with North
Korea’s state ideology. Those activ-
ists and their fellow travelers reviled
their own imperfect government—
and, by extension, the Yankees
“propping up” this “puppet state”—
but didn’t criticize Pyongyang’s mon-
strous regime.

South Korea’s current prime minis-
ter, Kim Min-seok, in 1985 partici-
pated in a student attack and take-
over of the Seoul American Cultural
Center for the “resistance.” He and
other Minju leaders haven’t re-
nounced their youthful activities or
beliefs.

In today’s Minju-run South Korea,
Americans contend with an ally that
is largely unsympathetic to the alli-
ance and wants to cooperate less, not
more, with U.S. security initiatives.

In the Iran war, South Korea hasn’t
directly assisted in opening the
Strait of Hormuz, even though more
than two-thirds of the country’s oil
imports pass through it. Seoul last
month offered the mullahs humani-
tarian aid and proposed a separate
diplomatic dialogue. As a sweetener,
Mr. Lee publicly likened Israeli ac-
tions in Gaza to the Holocaust.

Mr. Lee and Minju have made
clear they aren’t on America’s side in
the China competition. During his
presidential campaign, Mr. Lee de-
clared that he didn’t care what hap-
pens to Taiwan. In April, Mr. Lee’s
defense minister discussed bilateral
defense cooperation with China’s
ambassador to South Korea.

The centerpiece of the U.S.-South
Korea alliance is the North Korean

threat—but even that is a problem
now. Before he won the presidency,
Mr. Lee was on trial for allegedly
funneling $8 million in secret funds
to the North. He has denied wrong-
doing. Mr. Lee is immune from pros-
ecution while president, and he has
plans to make sure he never has to
face court on this charge. Plan A is a
special bill, now before the National
Assembly, that would dismiss his
case. Plan B may be to stay in office
indefinitely.

South Korea’s constitution stipu-
lates the presidency is a one-term job.
Mr. Lee has proposed amending that
provision. He can’t amend the consti-
tution without a two-thirds legislative
supermajority, and he lacks one—
barely. But he hope the voters give him
that supermajority in the 2028 Na-
tional Assembly elections. If that
doesn’t work, there is always lawfare.

Mr. Lee has already empaneled
special counsels to investigate the
Yoon martial-law “insurrection.” If
the investigators label the opposition
party as somehow abetting Mr.
Yoon’s action (as Minju’s party chief
has urged) the Minju majority could
petition the Constitutional Court to
ban its members from the National
Assembly—and thereby grant Mr.
Lee the supermajority he needs to
amend the constitution.

Mr. Lee and his party have floated
proposals for making the constitu-
tion more “democratic” through fur-
ther “reforms.” These changes could
cement Minju’s hold on power, and
effectively transform South Korea
into a one-party state.

America has plenty of friends and
allies in South Korea. But they aren’t
in Minju. Until Washington wakes up,
the threats to South Korea’s domes-
tic freedom, and to the U.S.-South
Korea alliance, will likely grow.

Mr. Eberstadt is a researcher at
the American Enterprise Institute.
Mr. Peck is an adviser to the North
Korea Freedom Coalition.

By Nicholas Eberstadt
And Lawrence Peck

The radicals in Seoul are
pushing constitutional
revisions to permit their
own indefinite rule.

From Robert Pondiscio’s May 22
commencement address to the At-
lanta Classical Academy:

We didn’t stop watching movies.
We stopped watching them together.

And if we’re not careful, we won’t
stop learning—but we may stop
learning the same things. We may
stop learning together.

You are entering a world that will
invite you—constantly, subtly, per-
suasively—to make everything your
own. Your feed. Your news. Your en-
tertainment. Your education. Your
life. And there is something appeal-
ing about that. Something humane,

even. Many of the changes I’ve de-
scribed emerged for good reasons: to
give people more opportunity, more
flexibility, more agency over their
own lives. . . . The question your gen-
eration will face is not whether the
future will be more personalized,
more technological, and more cus-
tomized. It will be.

The question is whether, amid all
that change, you will still believe
there are some things worth experi-
encing together. Some books worth
reading in common. Some ideas
worth wrestling with collectively.
Some civic and cultural inheritance
worth passing on.
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