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HE signing of the free trade

agreement (FTA) between In-
dia and New Zealand is sympto-
matic of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment’s newfound enthusiasm
for foreign trade. Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal underlined this
fact: “It [the FTA] reflects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of global economic partnerships
for our farmers, women, youth,
artisans, and entrepreneurs. This
is India’s 9th agreement in the past
few years with 38 developed coun-
tries.” Talks for the FTA with New
Zealand were on hold for a dec-
ade, but when they were resumed
in March 2025, everything moved
at a brisk pace. The deal was final-
ised nine months later in Decem-
ber. On Monday, Goyal and New
Zealand Trade Minister Todd Mc-

Clay signed the official document.
In New Zealand, the inked FTA
has to be reviewed and ratified by
Parliament; bipartisan support for
the pact is likely to facilitate this in
about six months,

The FTA eliminates 100 per cent
duty on Indian exports to New
Zealand, where it will also allow
temporary employment for Indian
professionals. On its part, New
Delhi has offered tariff liberalisa-
tion on 70.03 per cent of tariff lines
covering 95 per cent of bilateral
trade value. The products India has
excluded are mainly from the sen-
sitive rural sector—dairy (milk,
cream, whey, yoghurt, cheese
etc.), animal products (other than
sheep meat), agricultural products
(onions, chana, peas, corn and
almonds, among others), sugar,

artificial honey, animal, vegetable
or microbial fats and oils. Also ex-
cluded are arms and ammunition,
gems and jewellery, copper and
articles thereof, aluminium and
articles thereof. While 30 per cent
of tariff lines will have immediate
duty elimination, 35 per cent are
subject to phased elimination, 4.37
per cent face tariff reductions, and
0.06 per cent fall under tariff rate
quotas. So, while Indian produc-
ers will get immediate access to the
New Zealand market, goods from
there will get access in a phased
manner. The FTA also facilitates

India-New Zealand FTA can boost manufacturing and agriculture

FTA. Policy and decision makers
in Delhi and state capitals will also
have to ensure that the goodness
of the FTA gets translated to a rise
in exports, Sectors such as tex-
tiles, pharmaceuticals, engineering
goods, and processed foods stand
to gain significantly, provided they
invest in competitiveness, brand-
ing, and compliance with inter-
national standards. Farmers and
agri-producers, too, can benefit
by tapping niche demand, but this
will require better access to market
intelligence, logistics, and value ad-
dition. Politicians too must ensure

mobility of Indian Is to
New Zealand.

On the whole, the FTA is quite
fair to India. Now, it will depend
on the Indian businesses, farmers,
and exporters to capitalise on the

that exp jally micro,
small and medium enterprises

bottlenecks in ports, transporta-
tion, and certification systems will
be essential to fully utilise the zero-
duty access offered by New Zea-
land. Capacity-building initiatives,
export awareness programmes, and
digital trade facilitation can further
help businesses seize emerging op-
portunities. Equally important is
coordination between the Centre
and states to align the local pro-
duction ecosystems with global
demand. Without this, the benefits
of the agreement may remain con-
centrated among a handful of large
players. If leveraged effectively, the
FTA will not only boost exports
but also domestic manufacturing

(MSMEs)—are d through
casier access to credit, streamlined
regulatory processes, and improved
trade infrastructure. Addressing

and gt Indid’s position in
global value chains, translating
policy ambition into tangible eco-
nomic gains.

16 can take o pioneering lead in EVS and safe battery disposal

cars, two-wheelers and bus-

BATTERY RECYCLING PROCESS

control:

collected batteries

Globally, European Un-

Anjant Kumar

he community where
I live after my retire-
ment is flooded with

brand new Electric Vehicles
(ECs). 1t makes me happy
to see the concern for the
environment, though many
have bought such vehicles
primarily to save on taxes.
The' concern now is what
will happen five years down
the line when many States
will be flooded with batter-
ies that have outlived their
utility. If not properly dis-
posed of, they could cause
the greatest environmental
hazard. A time has come for
some of States to show lead-
ership and be the pioneer.
They can do so by buying
back all the used EV batter-
ies. The issue is too sensitive
to be left in the hands of pri-
vate players, whose primary
concern is selling and mak-
ing profits.

States must have an im-
mediate policy of govern-
ment buyback to ensure safe
recycling, prevent pollution
and misuse by private play-
ers.

India’s electric vehicle
revolution is underway, with

es switching to battery pow-
er, thanks to which many
big companies have minted
money. Will they show a
similar enthusiasm over the
subject of safe recycling or
safe disposal?

The shift to electric prom-
ises cleaner air and reduced
oil import, which is a hot
subject owing to the Iran-
USA-Israel war. The new
challenge that has emerged
is the mountain of hazard-
ous used batteries that will
put States at huge risks.
Each battery pack contains
lithium, nickel, and cobalt,
which can pollute soil and
water if mishandled. Im-
proper disposal can even
cause fires in landfills and
waste facilities, a danger al-
ready observed when batter-
ies end up in general waste
streams.

Former IMF chief econo-
mist Gita Gopinath recently
highlighted that pollution is
a far more serious threat to
Indias economy than trade
and tariff issues. She said
this must be tackled as a top
national mission. The time
has come for all States to
show leadership qualities to-
wards achieving this dream.

To protect our environ-
ment and public health
that we will gift to the next
generation with pride and
not with shame, the state
government must introduce
a programme to buy back
every end-of-life EV battery.
This proactive step can en-
sure foolproof disposal - far

[PRe—

e
Mo Prcton.

ey

o e
Froda i

Withoutstrong controls, used batteries may be sold on
to scrap dealers or dumped. In fact, around 90 per cent
of India’s spent lithium batteries are currently handled
by the unorganized sector or end up in landfills. Leftin
private hands withoutoversight, exhausted EV batteries
could be stripped for valuable materials in unsafe ways
or resold illegally, leading to leaks of toxic chemicals
and fire hazards.

better than any patchwork
of private efforts — and close
loopholes that might oth-
erwise lead to pilferage and
misuse of such batteries.

The need for a govern-
ment buyback:

No other disposal method
is foolproof. Without strong
controls, used batteries may
be sold on to scrap dealers or
dumped. In fact, around 90
per cent of India’s spent lith-
ium batteries are currently
handled by the unorganized
sector or end up in landfills.
Left in private hands with-
out oversight, exhausted EV
batteries could be stripped

for valuable materials in
unsafe ways or resold ille-
gally, leading to leaks of toxic
chemicals and fire hazards.
A government buyback pro-
gramme would close these
gaps. They can offer consum-
ers and businesses a safe and
guaranteed way to turn in
depleted batteries. By paying
a fair return price for every
used battery, the government
cn incentivize people not
to dump or sell them in the
black market, eliminating
the profit motive for pilfer-
age or improper reuse.

The States involvement
also means strict quality

go straight to authorized
recyding facilities under
environmental regulations,
rather than risky backyard
recyders.

‘This measure builds on the
country’s new Battery Waste
Management Rules 2022-
which enforce “extended
producer responsibility” by
requiring manufacturers to
collect and recycle batteries
- but a direct government
- led buyback would ensure
even stronger compliance
and coverage.

Environmental and eco-
nomic benefits of a buyback
are significant. Safety recy-
cling EV batteries prevents
soil and water contamina-
tion from heavy metals,
protects communities from
pollution, and supports In-
dia’s broader climate goals by
reducing waste. It also helps
conserve precious materials;
each EV battery contains val-
uable minerals worth Rs one
lakh to Rs two lakh per car
on average. Instead of letting
these resources go to waste
or to be exported, a buyback
programme allows India to
recover lithium, cobalt, nick-
el, and more for reuse in new
batteries. This reduces reli-
ance on imported raw mate-
rials and supports a ‘circular
economy, where materials
from old batteries are used
tobuild new ones. It can also
spur an entire domestic recy-
cling industry, creating green
jobs and economic value
from what would otherwise
be hazardous trash.

ion, USA and China have
already been working with
active government involve-
ment in this field If Indian
States leave battery disposal
entirely in private hands,
there is a high-risk of dan-
gerous loopholes - from
illegal dumping to black-
market resale of depleted
batteries- that can harm the
environment and  public
safety. A government buy-
back scheme would ensure
that every used EV battery,
whether from a car, scooter
or bus, is accounted for and
processed safely.

With air quality and cli-
mate concerns mounting,
States cannot afford to let
a new form of pollution to
take rool. A battery buyback
programme, led or funded
by government, would en-
sure every exhausted battery
is collected and recyced un-
der strict standards and help
reclim valuable metals for
India’s clean-energy future.

Backed by international
examples and echoing Gita
Gopinath’s  warning  that
environmental threats de-
mand urgent action such a
bold state policy would turn
a looming waste crisis into
an opportunity - protecting
public health and powering
Indias green economy for
years 0 come. Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh can
take the lead in this national
mission.

(The writer, a retived IPS

officer, is a former Director -

General of Police)
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EEPING mobs un-
der control has be-
come a problem

for the police in the cur-
rent situation. It is not that
someone wants to shirk re-
sponsibility, but in the past
political  parties, ~citizens
and party activists opined
that it was the responsibility
of the police to maintain law
and order. When the police
invoked certain restrictions
prescribed by law for rallies,
meetings and public proces-
sions and asked people to
behave accordingly, those
requests were accepted re-
spectfully. Even when par-
ties were opposed, people
seldom resisted or violated
the rules.

Now the circumstances
and developments are quite
different. Those keen on
making a name in politics
once presumed that they
might have to take blows
from police but today they
firmly believe that by con-
fronting the police and
grabbing their collars they

control is everybody s responsibility

will win respect and clout
within their respective par-
ty. Because of that belief, the
police face extremely diffi-
cult and complex challenges
in maintaining public order.

In earlier times, if any po-
liceman hesitated to impose
control over a mob, elders
would shrewdly remove
that hesitation by saying,
“Why are you being a cow-
ard? You should be ready to
take the blows!” The police
would say that their duty is
to enforce law. These people
have become unruly and are
breaking the rules.

Police were far less likely
1o overstep limits, especially
with regard to political lead-
ers. Many years ago, when
senior leaders of a party
staged a sit-in protest in the
scorching sun, police said,
“We will have to make ar-
rests” The leaders replied
respectfully, “Please give us
one hour time. In the mean-
time we will explain to the
public why we are holding
this protest. That's the point
of the demonstration. If you
come to arrest us after an
hour, we will certainly follow
you to the police station.”

In that sweltering heat,
some of the leaders who sat
in the protest were still wear-
ing shirts and had scarves on
their heads! They couldn’t
tolerate it for even an hour
and kept waiting to see when
the police would come to
make arrests. Those peace-
fully protesting hadn't taken
on any covert role to disturh
public peace, so the police
treated them lightly and

There’s a felt need for courses on “crowd
management” in schools, universities, and
research programs. Even those tempted to cause
mischief might think twice if informed by such
knowledge. A Knowledgeable society with law
abiding citizens is the compelling need. Similarly,
humane police with a touch of firmness are the
present day requirement.

turned to other duties. Why
the delay? The key leader in
the protest shouted, “Why
are you late? We're ready to
be arrested — come quickly
and do your duty” he an-
nounced. After the police
completed that “formality)’
the story would end happily.
Since the police performed
their duty, no problems
would arise. Where are the
leaders who respect the law
now?

In this modern age, eve-
ryone treats laws as mere
pieces of paper! As soon as
the other side slips up, the
political opponent makes a
huge fuss — accusing them
of “violating the law” and
saying “the police are in their

pocket” — turning the police
into punching bags. As a re-
sult, crowd management has
become a huge, unwanted
headache. Both the police
and the organizers — and
their leaders — now face
situations where they must
be taught, through training,
how to control crowds: how
should palice handle groups,
and how should organizers
keep their own activists from
getting carried away?

The moment people
gather, it’s pushing and shov-
ing — displays of force —
ten people are enough to
make it seem like fifty, lots
of commotion — surging
forward together — staged
shows of strength that lead

to fights and injuries, people
piling onto police, tearing
uniforms, grabbing collars,
and a small group publicly
shaming the police. When
those doing this are in power,
they turn around and sneer,
“What's this? Is it the job of
the police to maintain peace
and security?” and talk with
cynical double-talk.  After
that, the usual routine fol-
lows: inquiries, suspensions.
Ifyou count how many clash-
es like this have happened in
our country over time, any-
one with even a little insight
and sorrow for this wayward
society would despair at how
to set it right.

Nine people died in a
stampede near the Sita Mata
temple in Bihars Nalanda
district. On the same day the
President came to address
the Nalanda University’s con-
vocation. At the temple there
were many worshippers but
only a few police officers
were on duty. Far more per-
sonnel were deployed for the
President because of protocol
— as an example of this kind
of failure, the crowd-control
breakdown during the RCB
victory procession in Ben-
galuru (2025) can be cited.
The stampede at a meeting of
a film star in Tamil Nadu and
the various similar incidents
and failures in the Telugu
states are other examples of
this recurring problem.

Given the situation, the
police may have no choice
but to try new methods to
keep mobs under control.
They feel compelled to iden-
tify agitators — and make it

clear they will certainly be
punished afterward. Along
with more CCTV cameras,
they are installing large cam-
eras in high places to record
everything — the purpose
is to create that very fear. In
crowded meeting areas they
are even putting up big mir-
rors so leaders and activists
can see themselves; if they
remain neutral while watch-
ing, there's a chance they will
back off. If people believe

that no matter how large a |

group they are, they won't get
away with causing trouble,
many will be less likely to act
rashly, In addition to con-

trolling crowds, loudspeaker

warnings that breaking the
law will be punished are also
being used now. Theres a felt
need for courses on “crowd
management” in  schools,
universities, and research
programs, Even those tempt-
ed to cause mischief might
think twice if informed by
such knowledge.
Knowledgeable  society
and law abiding citizens are
the need of the hour. Simi-
lardy, humane police with
a touch of firmness are the
present day i But
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KLIS: Prioritise repairs
overaccountability

HIS refers to “Govt seeks CBI probe into Kaleshwar-
am irregularities” (THI April 28). The Ghosh Com-
mission's 700-page KLIS report exposed illegal approvals,
defective designs, and financial mismanagement, nam
ministers, IAS officers, engineers, and project staff. Yet, the
High Court found the inquiry flawed, as statutory safe-
guards under Sections 8B and 8C—ensuring fair hearing
and defence—were ignored, leading to acquittals despite
substantive findings. Now, the government seeks a CBI
probe, which lacks technical expertise leading to long de-
lays, and repairs to defective barrages cannot wait for com-
pletion of its investigations. Since the HC upheld the KLIS
panel, a practical course can be to have the Ghosh Com-
mission revise its report in line with judicial observations
and resubmit to the High Court seeking permission to ini-
tiate action against the accused. Immediate repairs to the
damaged barrages can be carried out to store water in the
coming monsoon, Otherwise, KLIS, caught in legal battles,
will remain a dead asset.
Dr O Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

Surekha episode exposes
admin paralysis in TG

‘our news story on Konda Surekha and the Endowment

department conceals more and reveals less. The mys-
tery behind the apathy of the endowment minister to per-
form her role continuously only speaks volumes about lack
of cohesiveness in the ministry. Continuous stories about
her exit from the ministry in the social media only hints at
her uneasy relationship with the Chief Minister since the
time police went to her residence to arrest her OSD. Peo-
ple have voted Congress to power to teach a lesson to K
Chandrasekhar Rao, who became inaccessible to the local
people with his prime ministerial ambition. The Congress
seems to be unprepared for the role of ruling party. With
high command holding the reins, there is political and ad-
ministrative paralysis in Telangana. Your story is only one
page of this pathetic script. Each page of it reveals many
facets of the state government’s predicament and confu-
sion. The Congress high command must give full freedom
to the Chief Minister to enable him to plan and perform
better in the larger interest of the state and its public.

M N Saraswathi Devi, Secunderabad-10

Govt tie-up with DTDC illogical

HIS refers to the editorial "Courier business deliver-
ing great results in India” (THI April 28). The courier
industry has grown largely because of an indifferent postal
service. Yet, except for a few costly operators, many courier
companies also fail to provide reliable service. It appears
like the government is slowly withdrawing from delivery
services. This is evident from its tie-up with DTDC, whose
service is often found wanting. Its delivery staff are poorly
paid and barely trained, raising questions about the criteria
used to choose this company.
N Nagarajan, Hyderabad

Post offices-courier pact is a good augury

PROPOS “Courier business delivering great results in
ndia”. For years, private courier companies and the

post office saw each other as rivals. Now they have chosen
to work together, and that is a smart move. There are over
1.60 lakh post office branches across the country, includ-
ing in remote villages. Private companies have speed and
technology. By joining hands, private couriers can deliver
to faraway places without building new offices, and the
post office stays useful and busy. This partnership helps the
common person, especially in small towns, who will now
get faster deliveries at fair prices. The real challenge is to
‘make sure this works on the ground, not just on paper. But
small local courier services may find it harder to compete.
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengalura

Courier services here to stay

HIS is further to your editorial ‘Courier business deliv-

ering great results in India. When the courier industry
began its operation in the country in the late 1970s — the
P&T dependent people were not that confident about the
efficiency and faultless deli of th ing couri-
erservices. But the courier service has effortlessly overtak-
en the traditional postal service when it comes 1o fast and
hassle-free delivery of goods and documents. The postal
service continues to entertain parcel and registered parcel
services within the country, and destinations abroad. The
entry of professional courier services like DHL, Blue Dart
and DTDC and their pan-India network made matters
easy for people to send and receive consignments of differ-
ent kinds, with ease.

K R Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai

thehansreader@gmail.com

Bengaluru retains top spot in India’s
startup ecosystem

BENGALURU: Minister for Rural Development, Pan-
chayat Raj, and IT-BT, Priyank Kharge, said Bengaluru
has continued to dominate Indias startup ecosystem in
the first quarter of 2026, attracting significant investment
and maintaining its leadership position.

Addressing the media, Kharge revealed that Bengaluru
recorded deals, securing a total funding of $823
million during the period. This performance places the
my well ahead of olher major startup hubs in the country,

how torealise this daydream-
ing is for the society and
the police to work towards
achieving such a goal. When
you are motivated, it is not
difficult to reach the goal. Let
all try to reach that goal for
a change.

(The writer is a retired IPS
officer, who has served as an

Additional DGP -

of Andhra Pradesh)

ly, Delhi recorded 74 deals with funding of
SSSE " million, while Mumbai registered 34 deals, attract-
ing $402 million. “The gap clearly highlights Bengaluru’s
strong lead in both capital inflow and deal momentum,”

Kharge stated. He zmphas]sed that Bengaluru's success
is driven by a i d and mature

that continues to attract high-quality entrepreneurs and
global investors, “Today, Bengaluru stands as the largest
startup hub outside the US, Europe, and China. It is also
ranked as the fifth-largest unicorn hub glubally’ he said.
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Regulations have become highly micro in nature in India.
Instead, we need to have the kind of ecosystem that rewards
innovation, encourages you to scale fast and fail fast, that

you can get up again and try again

-Arundhati Bhattacharya, CEO, Salesforce - South Asia
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Vahan.ai's
VPL 2026

ahan.ai has

launched the Vahan
Placement League (VPL)
2026, inviting Vahan
Leaders across Telangana
o compete in its biggest
placement competition
yet. Witha total prize
pool exceeding T1 crore,
this year's league features
marquee rewards includ-
ing Mahindra XUV700,
Tata Nexon, Tata Punch,
Harley-Davidson X440,
BMW G310 RR, and
paid international vaca-
tions. Running through
March 23 and 31, along-
side the IPL season,
VPL2026 is a 10-week
competition.

April Fiesta at
Inorbit Mall

norbit Mall Cyberabad

turned into a cultural
hub this April with fash-
ion, entertainment, and
interactive events. A live
violin fusion by Amal
Varghese set the tone,
The ongoing 9-day Style
Lab offers workshops
and creative activi-
ties, Masterclasses by
Shikha Khemka drew
strong participation. A
month-long Decathlon
engagement further
boosted footfall, attract-
ing families and fitness
enthusiasts, enhancing
the mall’s appeal as an
experiential lifestyle
destination.

AM/NS India
appoints CFO

reelorMittal Nippon

Steel India (AM/
NS India) announced
the appointment of
Nobuo Okochi as Chief
Financial Officer (CFO)
of the company, with
effect from July 1. This
appointment follows the
recent announcement of
Amit Harlalka, the cur-
rent CFO, being elevated
as Chief Executive Offic-
er (CEO. Nobuo Okochi
has four decades of
experience with Nippon
Steel Corporation, hav-
ing held senior leader-
ship roles across finance,
financial planning and
capital budgeti

Industri

0l output loses steam as

nower sector stalls, mig stays muted

New DeLnt

INDIA'S industrial produc-
tion growth decelerated to
a five-month low of 4.1 per
cent in March on account
of subdued manufacturing
growth and almost flat ex-
pansion in the power sector
amid the West Asia crisis,
according to official data re-
leased on Tuesday.

The factory output, meas-
ured in terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
expanded by 3.9 per cent in
March 2025, an official state-
ment said.

The National Statistics Of-
fice (NSO) revised the indus-
trial production growth for
February 2026 to 5.1 per cent
from the provisional estimate
of 5.2 per cent released last
month.

The prcvicus low of 1P

ED attaches
Anil Ambani's
Mumbai flat,
son's Khandala
farmhouse

NEW DELHL The ED on
Tuesday said it has attached a
Mumbai flat belonging to in-
dustrialist Anil Ambani and
a Khandala farmhouse held
jointly by his son Jai Anshul
Ambani under a Rs 3,034
crore worth attachment in a
bank “fraud"-linked money
laundering probe against Re-
liance Communications.

ning picks

|

|

The provisional attach- |

ment under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) has been made to
prevent dissipation of assets

and to protect the interests of |

banks and the public, the En-
forcement Directorate said in
a statement.

Reliance Communications

(RCOM) is a company of the |

Reliance Anil Ambani Group
(RAAG).

Accurdmg to a RAAG
some of the

well as globnl busmess
development.

Cohance's
new leader

ohance Lifesciences

Limited, a technol-
ogy-driven, integrated
CDMO platform, an
nounced the appoint-
ment of Umang Vohra
as Executive Chairman,
from May 1 and Group
CEO), effective May 20,
Vohra succeeds Vivek
Sharma, who steps down
as Executive Chairman
for personal reasons.
Umang Vohra said,
“Lam very excited to
be joining Cohance. I
believe deeply in the
long-term value creation
potential of this plat-
form. Cohance’s technol-
ogy offerings, depth of
its R&D talent”

ABHFL opens
new branch

ditya Birla Housing

Finance Limited
(ABHFL), a housing
finance company, has
expanded its footprint
in Telangana with the
launch of a new branch
in Miyapur (Hy-
derabad), with this, AB-
HELs total network in
Telangana has increased
10 9 branches, Pankaj
Gadgil, MD, ABHFL,
said: “Telangana is a key
growth market for us.
With strong demand
and rising aspirations,
we are scaling our
regional presence to
deepen customer en-
gagement.”

attached properties belong to
Kokilaben D Ambani, Anil
Ambani's mother.

The money laundering |

case stems from a clutch of
CBI FIRs registered on the
basis of the complaints of
State Bank of India, Pun-
jab National Bank, Bank of
Baroda and Life Insurance
Corparation of India against

RCOM, Anil Ambani and |

others.

RCOM and its group com-
panies availed loans from
domestic and foreign lenders
, of which, a total amount of
Rs 40,185 crore is outstand-
ing, .\uordn\g to the ED.

New DeLut

IT major Infosys has
emerged as the top com-
pany for career growth in
India, followed by Accen-
ture and Amazon, accord-
ing to Linkedlns ‘2026 Top
Companies' list released on
Tuesday.

The 10th edition of the
annual list, which features
25 large companies, is domi-
nated by technology pow-
erhouses, global consulting
firms, and financial giants.
JPMorgan Chase and SAP
secured the fourth and fifth
positions, respectively,

The 2026 list witnessed ten
new entrants. Notable new
additions include tech firms
such as SAR, NVIDIA, HP,
Microsoft, Sandisk, Marvell

In fosys tops LinkedIn’s 2026

India career growth rankings

© [IP growth slows
to 4.1%in March
2026 (5-month low)

® February
revised to 5.1%

® Manufacturing
growth at4.3%
(still weak)

® Powersectornearly =
stagnantat0.8%

© Mining improves
105.5%

growth was recorded at 0.5
per cent expansion in Octo-
ber 2025.

The NSO data further
showed that the manufactur-
ing sector's output growth
remained subdued at 4.3 per
cent in March 2026 com-
pared to 4 per cent in the
year-ago month.

Mining production
growth improved to 5.5 per
cent from a meagre growth
of 1.2 per cent recorded a
year ago.

Power generation grew
marginally by 0.8 per cent in
March against 7.5 per cent
expansion in the year-ago
period.

In fiscal year 2025-26, the
country's industrial produc-
tion growth remained almost
flat at 4.1 per cent compared
1o 4 per cent a year ago.

In the manufacturing sec-
tor, 14 out of 23 industry
groups have recorded a posi-
tive growth in March 2026
over March 2025, it stated.

The top three positive con-
tributors for March 2026 are
‘Manufacture of basic metals'
(8.6 per cent), 'Manufacture
of motor vehicles, trailers
and semi-trailers' (18,1 per
cent) and 'Manufacture of
machinery and equipment
n.ec.' 11.2 per cent).

In the industry group
"Manufacture of basic met-
als”, item groups "MS slbs",
“Flat products of Alloy Steel"
and "HR coils and sheets
of mild steel” have shown
significant contribution in

Indla s patent boom hits14
lakh, but quahty gap widens ‘

NEW DELHI: INDIAS pat-
ent filings crossed the 1.4 lakh
mark in FY26, driven by a
sharp rise in resident applica-
tions, a Nasscom report said
on Tuesday, calling for a shift
from a filing led mindset to a
value driven patent ecosystem.
According to the report, filings
grew 30.2 per cent in FY26 af-
tera 19.8 per cent rise in FY.
The surge was driven by resi-
dent filings up 46.2 per cent in
FY26and 32,2 percent in FY25.

Resident filings accounted

0

MSMEs, educational institu-
tions, and individual innova-
tors. Computer technology’s
share of filings rose to 19.1
per cent in FY26 from 16.3

per cent in FY25.

Indias patent filings saw |
the ninth consecutive year of |
growth and setting new highs
inannual expansion, the report |
noted. The shift from a filing-
led mindset to a value-driven |
patent ecosystem will require |
a sharper focus on improv-
ing filing-to-grant conversion
rates, strengthening the quality
of patent applications, and en-
hancing support across exami-
nation and prosecution stages,
the report noted.

Mumbai overtakes Bengaluru as
fintech funding hub in Q12026

Investors shift to selectiv

New DELHI

FUNDING in Indids finan-
cial technology (fintech)
sector remained largely flat
at USD 513 million in the
first quarter of 2026, but the
number of deals plummeted
by 54 per cent year-on-year,
signalling a structural shift
towards fewer, larger invest-
ments, market intelligence
firm Tracxn said on Tuesday.

According to the ‘Geo
Quarterly Report India
FinTech Q1 2026’ by Tracxn,
the sector witnessed just 45
funding rounds in the Jan-
uary-March period, a sharp
decline from 99 rounds in
the corrcspoudmg qurmer

# Infosys ranks
No.1 for career
growth in India,
followed by
Accenture and
Amazon

© JPMorgan
Chase and SAP
complete the
top five

 Listincludes

of 2025, Total funding saw a
marginal 2 per cent increase
from USD 503 million in
QI 2025, though it declined
9 per cent sequentially from
USD 562 million in Q4 2025.

“The flat headline masks
a structural shift; the same
capital d across

alue bets as deal volume drops 54% YoY

are writing bigger cheques
into fewer, later-stage compa-
nies with demonstrated unit
economics,” the report noted.
A significant chunk of the
quarter’s capital was driven |
by a single mega-deal. Mum-
bai-based housing finance |
platform Weaver raised USD |
156 million, accounting for |
nearly a third of the total |
Iundmg in the quarter. |
In terms of cities, Mumbai 1

|

dethroned Bengaluru as the

top destination for fintech |

investments.
fumbai-based

half the deals, with average
cheque sizes more than dou-
bling. The signal is not re-
treat, but selection: investors

25 large companies; 10 are new entrants in 2026
* New entrantsinclude SAP, NVIDIA, HP, Microsoft,
Sandisk, Marvell Technology, Thomson Reuters

Technology, and Thomson
Reuters.

Geographically, Bengalu-
ru continues to lead as the
prominent talent hub for
these top companies.

Hyderabad follows close-

Iy, while Delhi, Mumbai, and
Chennai remain key hiring
centres for large corpora-

tions. The report highlight-

ed a shifting focus in hiring

|
startups

captured 61 per cent (USD ‘
311 million) of the total fund-
ing, a massive jump from just |
9 per cent a year ago.

trends, noting that compa-
nies are increasingly looking |
for professionals who can
blend technical fluency with |
human skills—such as com-
munication and problem-
solving—that artificial intel-
ligence (AI) cannot replace,
“This year’s top companies
list clearly signals that hir-
ers are looking at proof of
skills as much as they are
looking at their presence.
Companies across technol-
ogy, finance, and software
are looking for professionals
who can pair irreplaceable
human strengths with the |
ability to work alongside Al
to maximise efficiency and
value! Nirajita Banerjee, |
LinkedIn Career Expert and
India Senior Managing Edi-
tor, said.

gh to offset slowdown in core sectors

growth.

As per the use-based clas-
sification, the indices stand
at 173.3 for primary goods,
156.2 for capital goods, 181.4
for intermediate goods and
229.0 forinfrastructure/ con-
struction goods for March
2026.

Further, the indices for
consumer durables and con-
sumer non-durables stand at
146.2 and 150.6, respectively.

‘The corresponding growth
rates of IIP as per Use-based
classification in March 2026
over March 2025 are 2.2 per
cent in primary goods, 14.6
per cent in capital goods,
3.3 per cent in intermedi-
ate goods, 6.7 per cent in
infrastructure/construction
goods, 5.3 per cent in con-
sumer durables and 1.1 per
cent in consumer non-dura-
bles.

UAE exits OPEC,
OPEC+ inbigjolt

to oil

NEew DELHI

THE United Arab Emirates
announced on Tuesday that
it was leaving the OPEC and
OPEC+ cartels in what is
seen as a major setback to
the group of oil-exporting
countries led by Saudi Ara-
bia.

The UAE said the decision
reflected its “long-term stra-
tegic and economic vision
and evolving energy profile”.

The Gulf state’s Energy
Minister Suhail Al Mazrouei
said that being a country
with no obligation under the
groups would provide more
flexibility.

In a public statement
shared on X, Mazrouei said:
“The UAE’ decision to exit
OPEC aligns with sector
policy-driven developments
and is consistent with long-
term market fundamentals”

“We express our apprecia-
tion to OPEC and member
states for decades of con-
structive cooperation. We

Demand surges, margins
wobble: Maruti’s Q4

tells a mixed story

New DELuI

THE country's largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Tuesday reported
a6.45 per cent decline in its
consolidated net profit to Rs
3,659 crore for the fourth
quarter ended March 31,
2026, due to mark-to-market
impact despite record vehicle
sales.

The auto major had post-
ed a net profit of Rs 3,911.1
crore in the same quarter of
the preceding fiscal, Maruti
Suzuki India said in a regula-
tory filing.

The net profit declined
primarily due to mark-to-
market impact, the com-
pany said, adding that there
was lower non-operating
income, a notional loss due
1o a change in bond yields,
which can be recovered at a
later stage.

Its total revenue from op-
erations inched up 282 per
cent to Rs 52,4625 crore in
the fourth quarter against Rs
40,920.1 crore in the same
period of 2024-25, it added.

Net sales crossed the Rs
50,000 crore milestone for
the first time in the fourth

quarter, the company said.

Total expenses in the quar-
ter under review were higher
at Rs 48,1253 crore com-
pared to Rs 37,5855 crore
in the year-ago period, the
company said.

During the fourth quarter,
the company said it recorded
its highest-ever total quarter-
ly sales of 6,76,209 units, up
11.8 per cent from the year-
ago period.

Domestic sales stood at
5,38,994 units and exports at
an all-time high of 1,37,215
units, Maruti Suzuki India
said. The board of directors
has recommended a record
dividend of Rs 140 per share

cartel

reaffirm our commitment to

energy security by provid-
ing reliable, responsible, and
low-emission supplies, sup-
porting global market stabil-
ity.” he added.

The exit of the UAE is ex-
pected to weaken the oil car-
tel at a time when the Persian
Gulf countries have taken a
huge hit to their exports due
to the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz by an embattled
Iran. The UAE accounts for
around 15 per cent of the
OPEC oil exports.

Analysts see the exit of the
UAE from the OPEC cartel
as a huge gain for US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who
has been lashing out at the
group for inflating oil prices
at the cost of other countries.

4t edition of vivo
Ignite launched

Hans Business
HYDERABAD

vivo India, smartphone

brand, has announced
the fourth edition of vivo
Ignite: Technology and

Innovation Initiative, its
flagship education pro-
gramme. Open to students
across grades 8 to 12, the
nation-wide  education
program aims to nurture
young innovators and in-
spire the next generation
of technology leaders. It
encourages students (o
transform their ideas into
meaningful solutions and
address real-world chal-
lenges important to Indias
futur

In lhc fourth edition,
students will have the
opportunity to  submit
individual or group en-
tries (with @ maximum of
three members per group)
in the Prototype category
under diverse themes, in-
cluding Community De-

for the year, compared to Rs
135 per share in 2024-25,
it added. For the fiscal year
ended March 31, 2026, its
consolidated net profit grew
slightly by 1.24 per cent to
Rs 14,679.5 crore against Rs
14,500.2 crore in the previ-
ous fiscal.

Soft-Tech  Innovations,
Technology, Agriculture
& Climate Change and
other category where
technology is used, with
overarching  alignment
with the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).

Markets retreat amid surging

oil prices, foreign fund outflows

Deep losses in banking, financial and auto stocks
also dragged the equity benchmarks lower

| MUMBAIStock market
benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty buckled under
selling pressure on Tuesday
as a sharp rally in oil prices
and foreign fund outflows
amid persistent geopolitical
uncertainties dented inves-
tors' sentiment.Deep losses in
banking, financial and auto
stocks also dragged the eq-
uity benchmarks lower, trad-
ers said,

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 416.72 points, or
054 per cent, to settle at
76,886.91. During the day,
it lost 562.57 points, or 0.72
per cent, to 76,741.06.A to-
tal of 2,257 stocks declined,
while 1,998 advanced and
172 remained unchanged on
the BSE.The 50-share gauge
NSE Nifty dropped 97 points,
or 040 per cent, to end at
23,995.70.

"The session was largely
influenced by persistent geo-
political uncertainty, particu-
larly around US-Tran nego-
tiations, which kept crude oil
prices elevated and weighed
on  sentiment."Additionally,

Negative Sentiment

® BSE Sensex fell
416.72pts (-0.54%)
1o 76,886.91

® NSENifty dropped
97pts (-0.40%) to
23,995.70

o Flis offloaded
equities worth
Rs1,151.48 crore on
Monday

pressure in banking stocks
following regulatory develop-
ments related to provisioning
norms further capped the
upside. Despite these head-
winds, buying in select in-
dex heavyweights and com-
modity-linked stocks, along
with stock-specific earnings
triggers, helped cushion the

downside," Ajit Mishra -
SVP, Research, Religare Bro-
king Ltd, said.

From the 30-Sensex firms,
Axis Bank, HCL Tech, In-
terGlobe Aviation, Maruti,
State Bank of India and ICICI
Bank were among the biggest
laggards.In contrast, Reliance
Industries, Bharti Airtel, Tech
Mahindra and Sun Pharma
were among the gainers.

The BSE SmallCap Select
index climbed 0.42 per cent,
while the BSE MidCap Se-
lect index dipped 0.27 per
cent.Among sectoral indices,
PSU bank dropped (2.20 per
cent), bankex declined 1.61
per cent, top 10 banks (1.44
per cent), private banks (1.23
per cent), auto (0.98 per cent)
and hospitals (0.95 per cent).

"The Reserve Bank of India
has finalised the implementa-
tion of the Expected Credit
Loss (ECL) framework from
April 2027, replacing the
incurred loss model with a
forward-looking system that
enables earlier recognition of
credit risks and continuous
monitoring.
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A false high
The SIR's impact must be factored in
before reading turnout figures
T here is a tendency in India to reduce de-

mocracy to the mere conduct of elec-

tions, and to confine political life to “pol-
itical society” — that subset of the population
actively engaged in setting policy and in mediat-
ing welfare delivery. This points to a democracy
that falls short of a deliberative or deeply partici-
pative model, even in socio-economically better-
off States such as Tamil Nadu (T.N.) and Kerala.
Yet, elections are not a one-off event, and turnout
remains a useful dipstick for the vibrancy of the
democratic exercise, particularly in India where
the poorer sections vote in large numbers. By
that measure, the headline figures from T.N. and
the first phase of the poll in West Bengal appear
daunting and unprecedented. According to pro-
visional Election Commission of India (ECI) data,
93.2% of voters turned out in the first phase in
West Bengal and 85.1% in T.N. These record num-
bers must be read against the backdrop of the
ECT's Special Intensive Revision (SIR), which led
to massive net voter deletions. In T.N., the rolls
shrank by 10.5% from the pre-SIR figure, while in
West Bengal nearly 13% of the electorate was de-
leted, with the eligibility of lakhs of voters still be-
ing heard by tribunals. If this is factored in, the
percentage turnout begins to look inflated by a
reduced denominator (total electorate) rather
than by genuinely expanded participation (the
numerator). The absolute increase in turnout in
T.N. — about 27 lakh votes on provisional figures
—was in fact among the lowest in recent electoral
cycles, suggesting that wrongful deletions may
have suppressed real participation even if the SIR
did clear the electoral rolls of those who had died
or moved out. The effect was sharpest in cities
such as Chennai, where several constituencies re-
corded turnout above 80%, a jump of over 20
percentage points, even though the absolute
number of voters — around 24 lakh — remained
virtually unchanged from the 2021 elections.

Itis also difficult to read too much into turnout
in either State. High turnout has long been a fea-
ture of politically charged West Bengal, and T.N.
has also been no slouch in recent electoral cycles
compared to the rest of India. Also, political
scientists have found little correlation between
turnout levels and pro- or anti-incumbency out-
comes. Once published, turnout percentages
tend to acquire a life of their own and are cited as
proof of democratic enthusiasm or the strength
of a mandate, or, in T.N.’s case, the impact of a
new political player such as actor Vijay’s Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam. But a percentage is only as
meaningful as the denominator it rests on, and in
these two States, the denominator itself has been
substantially altered. Turnout figures must there-
fore be read alongside how the electorate was de-
termined before any conclusions about the man-
date are drawn from the actual results.

Battle of wills

The US. should lift its blockade so that
Iran can open the Strait of Hormuz
T he U.S. war on Iran has turned into a bat-

tle of wills in the Strait of Hormuz and the
Gulf of Oman, marked by duelling naval
blockades and stalled diplomacy. Iran, which has
effectively restricted the free flow of traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz since the U.S. and
Israel attacks on February 28, has refused to ease
its control over the critical waterway. The U.S. in-
sists that its blockade of Iranian ports will stay in
place until a deal is reached. Last week, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi travelled to Pa-
kistan, which mediated the first round of direct
talks on April 11, but Iran declined further direct
talks with Washington. The White House had ear-
lier said it would send special envoy Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner to Islamabad, but President
Donald Trump cancelled their trip after Mr.
Araghchi left the Pakistani capital. Mr. Trump has
repeatedly said that Iran wants a deal. Yet, Teh-
ran continues to refuse talks with the U.S., citing
Israel’s attacks on Lebanon and America’s block-
ade in the Gulf of Oman. On paper, a ceasefire is
in place in Lebanon, and Mr. Trump said earlier
this month that Israel was “prohibited” from at-
tacking the country, but Israeli air strikes have
continued. He has also indicated no urgency to
lift the blockade, betting that sustained economic
pressure will force Iran to change its position.
The only silver lining is that the Iran ceasefire,
announced on April 8, is still holding. Despite Mr.
Trump’s threats, he has held fire even after Iran
seized ships in the Persian Gulf. Tehran, too, des-
pite warning retaliation over a U.S. seizure of an
Iranian tanker, has not followed through. Both
sides have remained diplomatically engaged
through Pakistan. The alternative to diplomacy is
disaster. The U.S. and Israel bombed Iran for 40
days but failed to secure a favourable strategic
outcome, and the global economic fallout of this
illegal war is now being felt. For diplomacy to
succeed, Mr. Trump and the Iranian leadership
should adopt a phased approach. Rather than
acting as if the war has not changed the region’s
strategic realities, the U.S. should offer tangible
concessions to Iran in return for compromises on
core issues. [ran has demonstrated a measure of
deterrence by asserting control over the Strait of
Hormuz. But if it continues to disrupt commer-
cial traffic, further damaging the global economy,
it risks squandering the goodwill it enjoys as the
underdog. A practical first step would be recipro-
cal de-escalation: the U.S. lifting its blockade and
Iran reopening the Strait to commercial shipping.
This would also reinforce the fragile ceasefire and
build confidence, paving the way for the next
round of direct talks on outstanding issues, in-
cluding the nuclear programme.

A recusal test the Delhi High Court failed

ustice Swarana Kanta Sharma of the
Delhi High Court refused to recuse
herself from hearing the Delhi liquor
policy case — Central Bureau Of
Investigation vs Kuldeep Singh and Ors. (April 20,
2026) — involving the former Chief Minister of
Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal, and others. This episode
marks an unfortunate deviation from India’s
jurisprudence on judicial recusal.

Mr. Kejriwal argued the recusal plea by
appearing as party in person in the High Court.
He submitted that the judge should not hear the
Central Bureau of Investigation’s plea against the
discharge of the accused, including himself, in
the excise policy case, as ordered by the trial
court. The prominent grounds cited in his plea
included adverse findings by the judge in earlier
proceedings in the same case; the judge’s alleged
ideological proclivity, as reflected in her
attendance at events organised by the Akhil
Bharatiya Adhivakta Parishad, or ABAP (a
lawyers’ organisation inclined towards the
political philosophy of the ruling regime at the
Centre); the fact that the judge’s children were
working as panel advocates under the
Centre/government, with case files to be allotted
by the Solicitor General, who, incidentally, was
representing the opposing side in the case; and a
statement by Home Minister Amit Shah implying
that Mr. Kejriwal would lose the case in the High
Court. Because of these factors, he contended
that he reasonably apprehended bias in the
process of adjudication.

Law on recusal

The law on recusal of a judge is not codified in
India. It is more an ethical issue than a technical
one. Yet, the jurisprudence on recusal is rich as it
takes in precedents and best practices across the
globe. The 19th century idea about judges with its
Victorian overtones is reflected in the British case
of Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education
and Registration (1889) where Lord Bowen said
that like Caesar’s wife, judges should be above
suspicion. The proverbial idea that justice should
not only be done but also be seen to have been
done was articulated by Lord Hewart in R vs
Sussex Justices (1923).

What transpired in the Delhi High Court
exposes the risk of judges not strictly adhering to
the Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct, the
draft of which was finalised at the Round Table
Meeting of judges from many countries at The
Hague in 2002. They enumerate independence,
impartiality, integrity, propriety, equality,
competence and diligence as accepted ‘judicial
values’. Among other things, they say that “ a

Kaleeswaram Raj

Lawyer at the
Supreme Court
of India

Judicial recusal
principles have
been tested in
the Delhi liquor
policy case

judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance
of impropriety in all of the judge’s activities” .

In Ranjit Thakur vs Union Of India And Ors.
(1987), the Supreme Court of India explained that
the ‘proper approach’ for a judge when faced
with a request for recusal “is not to look at his
own mind and ask himself, however, honestly,
‘Am 1 biased?’, but to look at the mind of the
party before him”. In P.K. Ghosh, L.A.S. and Ant.
vs J.G. Rajput (1995) the Court said that when the
litigant feels on reasonable basis that a particular
judge should not hear his case, and when there
are alternatives, recusal by the judge is the
appropriate course, for maintaining public
confidence in the system. In State Of Punjab vs
Davinder Pal Singh Bhullar and Ors. Etc. (2011),
the Court said that “a mere ground of appearance
of bias and not actual bias is enough to vitiate the
judgment/order”.

In Supreme Court Advocates-On-Record
Association vs Union Of India (2015), the Court
reiterated some of the judicial values. The
judgment said, “The simple question is, whether
the adjudication by the Judge concerned, would
cause a reasonable doubt in the mind of a
reasonably informed litigant and fair-minded
public as to his impartiality.” Unlike
administrative decision making, where the
adjudicative authority is often stipulated in the
statute or the rule, there is no doctrine of
necessity in judicial proceedings when there are
alternatives.

The judgment of the top court in State of W.B.
vs Shivananda Pathak (1998) was an admonition
against judicial obstinacy. Thus, with the possible
exceptions such as Justice Arun Mishra’s refusal
to recuse in Indore Development Authority vs
Manoharlal And Ors. (2019), the Court

Viewed in the light of these principles, Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma should have recused
herself or at least insisted that the recusal plea
should be placed before another judge for
hearing. Such a course would have facilitated a
more objective evaluation of the contentions
raised by Mr. Kejriwal apart from averting the
present scenario. But neither of these happened
and the present judgment followed.

Fairness of process

The judgment issued on April 20, 2026 does not
reflect the correct judicial approach. The judge
said that she had to decide between a litigant and
herself. It was further stated in the judgment that
the suspicion of bias expressed in the recusal plea
was unfounded and that the allegations were
manufactured. The judge asked, ... if the
children of politicians can enter politics, how
would it be just to question the children of a
Judge who study like others, struggle like others,
and prove themselves in Court like others to earn
their livelihood?” One would wonder if this was
the argument made by Mr. Kejriwal.

Mr. Kejriwal, in his rejoinder, had reportedly
said that “conflict arises not from prior
participation in the present proceedings, but
from the admitted existence of a live, active and
ongoing professional relationship with the
prosecuting side”. The judge also justified her
attendance at an event organised by the ABAP,
and stated that she had attended events
conducted by academic bodies as well. The
judgment mistakes criticism of the judge as one
of judicial establishment. The verdict is also self
defensive, argumentative and accusational rather
than analytical. It is vulnerable to further legal
chall After the jud; Mr. Kejriwal and

has, by and large, rejected the “duty to sit
doctrine” evolved in the United States.

The challenge before the judge
Legal scholar James Sample opined that “the
teachable moments on disqualification are in the
Court’s Court”. This, again, is a call not only for
ensuring fairness but also for maintaining the
appearance of fairness. The real challenge before
the judge is to overcome the possibility for
subjectivity in adjudicative process especially
when the very same judge whose recusal is
sought is deciding the question of recusal.
Distinguished American jurist Benjamin N.
Cardozo famously wrote, “We may try to see
things as objectively as we please. None the less,
we can never see them with any eyes except our
own.”. The maxim that no one should sit in
judgment in her own cause is too well settled.

Manish Sisodia wrote letters to the judge stating
that they would not participate in further
proceedings before her in the present matter.

In a case with serious political ramifications,
the grounds raised by Mr. Kejriwal and others
were relevant and required a more objective
assessment, rather than a subjective affirmation
based on a notion of a “presumption of
impartiality”, as stated in the judgment. The
verdict substitutes the well-settled legal position
that a reasonable apprehension of bias is
sufficient for a plea of recusal with a requirement
to demonstrate actual bias. This is patently
erToneous.

The judge rightly said that, in the recusal plea,
she was effectively being tried by the litigant. But
the outcome of this “trial”, unless corrected, will
remain an embarrassing precedent for a system
already in crisis.

The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion

Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of

Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education
(RTE) Act, 2009, the landmark provision that
reserves 25% of seats in private schools for
students from economically weaker sections and
socially disadvantaged groups. In words that are
deeply symbolic, the Court observed that this
provision makes it possible for “the child of a
multi-millionaire or even of a Judge of the
Supreme Court of India to sit in the same
classroom and at the same bench as the child of
an autorickshaw driver or a street vendor”. The
judgment reasserted that this provision is a
deliberate constitutional strategy to
operationalise equality of status by creating
shared learning spaces for all children.

This sentiment of social integration often
comes alive in thousands of stories across the
country. Take Karthik, a footwear vendor, and his
wife, Sunita, for example. They always dreamed
of providing their children with quality education
despite their modest income. This became
possible when their younger son joined a reputed
private school through this provision. The boy
thrived in the new environment, excelling in
academics and his favourite sport, kabaddi.
Teachers nurtured his growth, while classmates
became close friends. For Karthik and Sunita, the
RTE Act did not just change their son’s future; it
altered their family’s life trajectory, with the
potential to lift them out of poverty. Stories such
as Prem’s are often told as narratives of access —
of doors opened and opportunities unlocked. But
at stake is not simply where a child studies, but
whether the circumstances of their birth continue
to determine the boundaries of their social world.

l n its January 2026 judgment, the Supreme

A constitutional strategy
Despite its intent, Section 12(1)(c) is frequently
mischaracterised as a tool to promote private
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schooling or to allow the state to outsource its
constitutional duty to public education, citing
falling government school enrolment alongside
rising private school admissions.

This reading is misplaced. First, Section 12(1)(c)
does not dilute the state’s duty to invest in public
schools, but recognises that the right to free and
compulsory elementary education, and the
creation of shared learning spaces, must be
realised within a schooling ecosystem where
private schools are not incidental actors but
natural participants in fulfilling a constitutional
mandate. The RTE Act does not create a zero-sum
contest between public and private institutions; it
seeks to foster integrated educational spaces.

Second, the shift towards private schooling
predates the RTE Act. The Annual Status of
Education (ASER) Report of 2006 documents
significant movement into private schools “at the
expense of government school enrolment”.
Declining admissions in government schools are
rooted in deeper concerns around infrastructure,
teacher presence, and perceived quality — not in
Section 12(1)(c) itself.

Evidence from the ground

Since its rollout, over five million children have
walked through the doors of educational spaces
previously out of reach, with retention rates
averaging over 90%. In cities such as Delhi and
Ahmedabad, blended classrooms are no longer
exceptions; they are the norm. Research (such as
that by Rao, Gautam, 2019) indicates that mixed
classrooms lead to increased generosity, reduced
discrimination, and stronger pro-social
behaviour, without any adverse impact on
academic omcomes or classroom dxsclplme At
scale, i has also

reimbursements under Section 12(1)(c) are
centrally streamlined, and State-level online
Management Information Systems (MIS) ensure

transparent, low-discretion processing.

For children from disadvantaged backgrounds,
these classrooms offer more than just academics.
They provide access to social capital, previously
unexplored aspirations, peer networks, and
institutional cultures. These experiences translate
into higher self-belief, enhanced ambition, and a
broader worldview.

Acknowledging challenges

There is no denying the challenges that persist in
the implementation of Section 12(1)(c). Some
private schools continue to resist full inclusion,
while families often bear hidden costs for
uniforms, books and materials. Implementation
remains uneven across States, with persistent
gaps in transparency, grievance redress, an
last-mile outreach and disbursements.

These challenges do not change the fact that
Section 12(1)(c) was not meant to rely solely on
moral persuasion — it requires clear, enforceable
rules to succeed. Encouragingly, recent
experience demonstrates that these gaps are
neither inevitable nor insurmountable.
State-driven digital admission systems and
improved monitoring mechanisms — particularly
in Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi — have
significantly strengthened access and
accountability.

The Court’s reaffirmation of Section 12(1)(c)
makes clear that it is neither a retreat from public
education nor an endorsement of private
schooling. The challenge now is administrative.
States must ensure timely reimbursements,
remove hidden costs by private schools,
strengthen grievance redress, and enforce
inclusion norms so that equality is experienced.
The real test is whether we can operationalise the
constitutional promise of social integration with
the seriousness needed to match the ambition we
hold for our children.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The New Zealand FTA
India’s strategy of
“friendship diversification”
is necessary for
safeguarding against global
supply chain volatility,
especially after experiencing
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s overwhelming
friendship, which brought
our labour-intensive
industries to their knees.
The New Zealand FTA
serves as a masterclass in
“defensive liberalisation”.
While New Zealand is a
powerhouse in dairy and
horticulture, India has
successfully ring-fenced its
sensitive dairy sector, which

is non-negotiable for rural
livelihood security. The FTA
should be viewed not as a
primary market for volume,
but as a chance to engage
with a quality and
technology partner.

A. Thirugnanasambantham,
Coimbatore

The serpent’s bite

The issue of tackling
snakebites in India
highlights a crisis sustained
as much by superstition as
by systemic gaps. Harmful
practices persist, such as
making the snake bite again
in the hope that it will take
the venom back, or

delaying treatment while
seeking faith healers.
Sleeping on the ground
further increases exposure
in rural areas. Therefore,
public health strategy must
prioritise behavioural
change alongside
antivenom supply. Targeted
awareness campaigns,
school-level education, and
community health worker
training can replace myths
with first-aid protocols
grounded in science.

Harsh Pawaria,

Rohtak, Haryana

Equally, preventive
innovation matters. The

Kisan Mitra Chhadi — a
sensor-based stick that
warns farmers of nearby
snakes — is a practical,
low-cost ¢ to

delays can be fatal. While
infrastructure gaps may
take time to address,
training can be

clinical solutions.
Prevention and cure must
advance together.

A. Myilsami,

Coimbatore

In India, where snakebites
remain a serious public
health concern,
administering anti-snake
venom and managing its
reactions cannot be left to a
few specialists. Most
patients first reach primary
and taluk hospitals, where

Structured training in
snakebite first aid,
anti-snake venom
administration, and
anaphylaxis management
must be made mandatory
for all doctors.

Anahatha D. Kalyani,
Pallippuram, Palakkad, Kerala

Officials of the Kerala Forest
Department have
showcased “SARPA” (the
Snhake , Rescue,

tool that can help save the
lives of snakebite victims
and connect users with
snake rescuers. However,
the app is currently
available only on the
Android platform and can
be downloaded only from
the Google Play Store. |
request the Forest
Department to make the
app available on the App
Store as well, so that
iPhone users can also
benefit from it.

Surendran KT.,

Kaloor, Ernakulam, Kerala
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and Protection app) as a

coin
must carry the postal address.
ANDADE

+



Wednesday, April 29, 2026
DELHI

THE HINDU

Opinion

The fight to eliminate cervical cancer

12008, Professor Harald
zur Hausen received the
Nobel Prize for his
discovery that persistent
infection with high-risk strains of
the Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
is the cause of cervical cancer, an
important cause of morbidity and
mortality globally, but more so in
low and lower-middle-income
countries (LMICs). His discovery
paved the way for the
development of prophylactic
vaccines as well as tests to detect
the infectious agent. A decade
later, in 2018, the World Health
Organization (WHO) announced
an initiative for the elimination of
cervical cancer, and the global
strategy was formally launched on
November 17, 2020, endorsed by
194 countries, India among them.

Disease and prevention
Cervical cancer is a source of
extreme physical misery,
emotional strife and financial
hardship. It is the second most
COMIMON cancer among women in
India, with approximately one
lakh new cases every year, and
half as many deaths, which is one
quarter of the global burden. The
years of life lost to cervical cancer
are more than that of other
cancers as these women are
relatively younger, with active
family and social responsibilities.
‘Women diagnosed with stage 4
cervical cancer could develop
urinary fistulas, postmenopausal
bleeding, extreme sciatic and
lumbar pain, obstruction to their
ureters and renal failure. If one is
lucky enough to get diagnosed at
an earlier stage, the cancer is
curable, but only with radical
surgery or chemo and radiation
therapy. There is also a risk of
recurrence which will require
even more difficult exenteration
procedures, stomas etc. That is,
while the cancer is curable by
providing symptom relief,
hormone replacement and other
supportive care, it comes at a
physical and financial cost.
However, such suffering was
preventable. Since the 1940s,
secondary prevention by regular

Neerja Bhatla
Professor Emeritus,
National Cancer
Institute Jhajjar,
Former Head of
Department of
Obstetrics &
Gynaecology, All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi

Cumulative data
from systematic
trials and
post-marketing
surveillance
show no
increase in
adverse events
among
vaccinated
women than in
the general
population

pap smear screening had been set
up in the West, enabling detection

among vaccinated women than in
the general population. Transient

A question of choice

A retracted ban on government staff joining parties has led to intense debate

of not just cancer but also mild reactions have been observed N
precancerous stages. The natural that are common to all vaccines. STATE OF PLAY
history of cervical cancer has been | There have been no negative

well documented for over a
century. It has a long

effects on reproductive
performance, fertility rates,

Shubhomoy Sikdar
shubhomoy. s@thehindu.co.in

precancerous phase of 10-15 years | congenital malformations or Chhattisgarh

termed Cervical Intraepithelial menstrual patterns. The efficacy n order by Chhattis-

Neoplasia (CIN) which can be of the HPV vaccine is remarkable, A garh’s Bharatiya Janata

detected by the microscopic with nearly complete protection Party (BJP) govern-

examination of cells collected ona | against the strains which are ment that at first glance

slide by brushing the cervix. At present in the vaccine. The first seemed innocuous — and its

this stage, the cancer can be easily | generation of vaccines were hasty withdrawal — has trig-

treated by simple day care directed against the two most gered a debate on the political

procedures that do not require the | virulent strains, HPV 16 and 18, leanings of serving govern-

removal of the uterus. that account for 70% of cervical ment employees. both the circulars to the organ-
However, in India and other cancers globally but 85% in India. On April 21, a circular is- | isation. He said that with res-

LMICs, we lacked the Countries like Australia and the sued by the General Adminis- | pect to the first order, it

infrastructure and manpower to
implement a screening of all
women over the age of 30 years
even once, let alone the
recommended three-year interval
period. Even in good tertiary
centres, the laboratory placed a

U.K. which introduced the HPV
vaccine soon after its launch in
2007-8 have already witnessed
significant reductions in
pre-cancer and cancer. Similar
reports have come from other
countries like Sweden, Denmark,

limit on the number of women Canada and the U.S.

that could be screened in a day.

Outreach camps were conducted ‘Widespread accessibility
at regular intervals by The WHO’s cervical cancer

gynaecologists and pathologists
around the country, but these
were merely a drop in the ocean.
Even today, despite a national
programme for screening with
visual inspection, the screening
coverage does not exceed 5%.
Moreover, bringing women who
test positive into the hospital for a

elimination initiative envisions
making cervical cancer a rare
cancer, with an incidence rate of
four per 1,00,000. To reach this
goal, we must achieve certain
targets by 2030: HPV vaccination
of 90% of girls before the age of 15
years, screening of 70% of women
with an HPV test at 35 and 45

confirmatory biopsy and years, and treatment of 90% of
treatment has extremely poor. those detected with lesions. While
compliance rates. the country has already crossed
the halfway point since the launch
The promise of a vaccine of the global declaration, we are

HPV vaccination entered this
scenario in 2006 like a superhero

still far away from reaching these
targets. However, the launch of the

tration Department — which
comes under Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai — stated that
no government employee
could become a member of
any political party or organisa-
tion; participate in any of its
activities; or hold office within
it. Referring to the provisions
of the Chhattisgarh Civil Ser-
vices (Conduct) Rules, it said
that it was mandatory for all
government servants to dis-
charge the duties of their of-
fice with complete “impartiali-
ty, honesty, and integrity”. It
also said that no government
employee was to assume any
position or responsibility that
might affect his or her official
duties. Further, the circular
warned of action in accor-
dance with the provisions of
the Chhattisgarh Civil Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1965, and the
Chhattisgarh  Civil Services
(Classification, Control and

for the primary prevention of National HPV Vaccination Appeal) Rules, 1966 for viola-
cervical cancer. Starting off as a Campaign on February 28, 2026 tion of those rules.

three-dose vaccination, research by the Prime Minister himself However, the very next day
showed that it could be reduced to | signals the highest political another circular was issued

two, and then it was found that
just one dose was sufficient to

commitment to women’s health
and reproductive rights. All

which stated that the earlier
instructions were suspended

provide protection against 85-90% | parents need to be aware of this till further orders.

of cancers. Over 500 million doses | opportunity so that their

have been delivered worldwide, 14-year-old daughters can avail On attending RSS events

and nearly four million in India. free vaccination at the nearest The suspension of the notice
Cumulative data from government health facilities. One evoked a debate centred on

systematic trials and small jab will take us towards a the Rashtriya Swayamsewak

post-marketing surveillance show
no increase in adverse events

cervical cancer-free future and a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Sangh (RSS). State Congress
President Deepak Baij linked

seemed to indicate that a sec-
tion of the BJP government
was targeting the RSS, angered
by its interference in the go-
vernment. The subsequent
suspension, he claimed, was
issued after the RSS expressed
its displeasure. The BJP go-
vernment used to pressure
and lure employees to attend
RSS events, but the April 21 or-
der would have automatically
put a stop to this, he said.

Invoking history, the Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(PCC) president reminded that
the RSS had been banned in
the past and that many State
governments had considered
the RSS as “dangerous for the
country”. He argued that go-
vernment employees should
never be given an exemption
to join the RSS.

While there was no explicit
mention of the RSS in the go-
vernment’s circular, the mat-
ter is understood to have ruf-
fled a few feathers within the
BJP too with its rank and file
questioning the timing and
logic of the move.

Questions to the centre

Within the ruling party and
the RSS, there was criticism of
the move as it could directly af-
fect government employees at-
tending the events of the or-
ganisation, and because it
could invite more public scru-

tiny especially via social me-
dia. The silence of top Minis-
ters of the State on the issue
has bolstered the belief that
the withdrawal was due to
pressure.

It is also understood that
State BJP leaders have raised
the matter with the party’s
central leadership. There are
voices in the party that are ask-
ing if such a circular is in con-
travention of a 2024 order
through which the Centre lift-
ed a ban on government em-
ployees taking part in RSS ac-
tivities.

Another view within the
ruling establishment is that it
was not a very well-thought
out order. One of the top lead-
er’s interpretation was that it
was issued to dissuade govern-
ment employees from joining
other political groups opposed
to the ruling BJP or to check
proselytisation which had
been a raging issue. However,
the decision was taken with-
out calculating the impact it
would have on the party and
the RSS itself.

Against unionisation

In the context of Chhattisgarh,
it is common knowledge that
lower-level employees asso-
ciate with semi-religious or-
ganisations or caste-based fo-

rums. Any attempts to
prohibit the same can erode
political support.

However, representatives of
the employee organisations,
on whom the restrictions
would have applied had they
not been lifted, have a diffe-
rent interpretation of the
whole move. They say the
scope of the ban as far as the
language of the first circular
was concerned was wide.
They saw this as a move to pre-
vent them from unionising
and demanding welfare mea-
sures for themselves. Some of
them even claim credit for the
withdrawal.

Greater Chennai, northern T.N. may shape poll results

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Pon Vasanth B.A.

s Tamil Nadu braces for the
A results of its Assembly

elections, the two Dravi-
dian majors — the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK) and the All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (AIADMK) — are keeping
their fingers crossed to see whose
votes the debutant Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) eats into more.

A region-wise and margin-wise
analysis of the last two elections,
in 2016 and 2021, shows that the
AIADMK, in the recently conclud-
ed voting for 2026, needs to not
only retain its hold in the western
region but also gain ground in the
northern, central and Greater
Chennai regions, which it had ced-
ed to the DMK-led alliance in 2021,
to get back to power. For this ana-
lysis, the parties have been
grouped based on their alliances in
2026.

The 2016 Assembly election,
which the AIADMK won, stands
out as one of the most closely con-
tested elections in Tamil Nadu in
the past few decades. The
AIADMK and the DMK won 89
seats each in the 178 seats in which
they were facing each other.

In 2021, the north and Greater
Chennai regions — which include
the most urbanised areas of the
State — tipped the scales heavily in
favour of the DMK-led Secular Pro-
gressive Alliance (SPA). The Grea-
ter Chennai region consists of con-
stituencies  from Chennai,
Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu and
Tiruvallur districts. As shown in
Chart 2, most of the gains of the
SPA, which won a total of 159 seats,
were concentrated in the central,
southern and Greater Chennai re-
gions. The central region includes
constituencies from the Ariyalur,
Karur, Mayiladuthurai, Nagapatti-
nam, Perambalur, Pudukk i

The Dravidian majors had pronounced successes in specific regions in recent elections
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

7B Windu,

gained about 19 seats in the central
region. This was followed by gains
of 14 seats each in the Greater
Chennai and southern regions. In-
terestingly, though the seats
gained were more in the central re-
gion, the SPA’s gains in terms of
vote share were higher in the Grea-
ter Chennai region.

In the Greater Chennai region,
the SPA secured over 55.1% of the
votes, about 9 percentage points
higher than what it had secured in
2016 (Table 3). In the northern re-
gion, the alliance secured over
49.4% of the votes, about 5 percen-
tage points higher than in the pre-
vious election.

While the SPA gained 14 seats in
the southern region, which in-
cludes constituencies from Dindi-
gul, Kanniyakumari, Madurai, Ra-

Tenkasi, Theni, Thoothukudi, Ti-
runelveli and Virudhunagar, its
gain in vote share was a negligible
0.3 percentage points.

The AIADMIKcled alliance, ho-
wever, retained its dominance in
the western region in 2021 despite
a small decline in its vote share.
The National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) won 41 of the 57 seats in the
region, which comprises Coimba-
tore, Dharmapuri, Erode, Krishna-
giri, Namakkal, Salem, The Nilgiris
and Tiruppur. Its vote share in the
region was 47.7%, nearly five per-
centage points lower than in 2016.

Data also indicates that the
number of close contests came
down overall. In 88 constituencies,
the victory margins were within
5% in 2016 (Chart 4). This came
down to 67 in 2021. The western
region was an outlier, as the consti-
tuencies where victory margins
were within 5% went up from 22 in

Thanjavur, Thiruvarur and Tiru-
chirappalli districts. The SPA

Battle for regions

Data forthe charts were sourced from Lok Dhaba. The alliances for the analysis are based on current alliances
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TABLE 3: The regionwise vote share secured in 2021 Assembly
election, and change (in % points) when compared to 2016 polls

FIFTY YEARS AGO APRIL 29, 1976
CIA activities: MPs’ fears
allayed

New Delhi, April 29: The Deputy Home Minister,
Mr. F.H. Mohsin, to-day assured members who
expressed concern in the Lok Sabha over the
activities of CIA that the Government had taken
serious notice of all that had been published in
this regard. The Government was in no way less
concerned about the security of the country
than the members and the utmost vigilance was
being maintained.

Mr. Mohsin who was replying to points made
in a half-hour discussion raised by Mr.
Bhogendra Jha (CPI) said what was being done
by the Government was not a matter to be
publicised. Mr. Jha and four other members —
Mr. C.K. Chandrappan, Mr. Bamavatar Shastri
and Mr. S. M. Banerjee (all CPI) and Mr. B.V. Naik
(Congress) — referred to the disclosures of CIA
activities made by the press and in a report of a
committee of the United States Senate. They also
sought to know whether the Government had
gone into allegations of CIA links with some of
isations in India. Mr. Mohsin said the

SPA NTK Gthers

Region

2021 | o [ 2021 | ae | 2021 | pe | 2021 | 4o
Central 50.1 | 4.7 | 402 | -87 T 5.9 27 -19 the or
Greater
Chommai | 551 |91 | 344 |48 82 |67 | 24 |09
North 494 | 46 43 -7 51 |45 24 23
south | 462 |03 | 424 | 47 | 78 |66 35 |23
West 44.6 | 1.8 | 47.7 | 49 51 |42 26 -11

CHART 2: Seats secured by the SPA and AIADMK-led alliance in 2021, and change (in % points) when compared to 2016 polls
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CHART 4: Margin and regionwise seats secured by the SPA and the NDA. Vote share margin:
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receive a larger share of the seats.

Government had no information to prove CIA
links with some of the organisations mentioned
by members in the debate. However, the
Government was vigilant not only about
organisations mentioned in the discussion but
there were many more organisations on which a
watch was “necessary”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO APRIL 29, 1926

Liquor smuggling in
Canada

Ottawa, April 28: Sensational statements with
regard to the alleged connection of high officials
with smuggled liquor and motor-cars are made
in a confidential report of Inspector Duncan to
the Special Committee of the Commons, which
is enquiring into this matter. Mr. Duncan asserts
that investigations showed that large quantities
of liquor were being shipped from the
Government warehouses at Montreal to various
officials at Ottawa, contrary to liquor laws,
during the past three years.

The report also implicates a number of
customs officers of Montreal in connections with
the seizure of smuggled or stolen motor-cars,
which Mr. Duncan alleges were secured for the
private use of officials.
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Accounts involved in Expected reductionin  Investment in the new Foreigners held in Electors cleared by
digital arrest scams carbon emissions by Google data centre Uganda in crackdown  tribunals to vote in
banned by WhatsApp  Indore solar plant near Visakhapathnam  on illegal migration phase 2 of Bengal polls

The action was
9400 detailed by the

Indian
Cybercrime Coordination Centre of the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The DoT and the
Telecom Service Providers have set a strict
new timeline for i

in lakh tonnes. The
l 46 Indore Municipal
® Corporation's solar
power plant is expected to reduce carbon

dioxide emissions by approximately 1.46
lakh tons annually through its 60 MW

SIM cards, and aiming at a mechanism to
block suspicious cards within 2-3 hours of
identification, it said. en

energy unit. A bulk of 3308 crore
cost of the plant, spread over 211 acres in
Khargone district, was raised through a
public issue of green bonds. #n1

in 2 crores. Andhra
l 3 Pradesh Chief Minister
. N. Chandrababu Naidu
on Tuesday laid the foundation for a $15

billion Google Artificial Intelligence data
centre near Visakhapatnam. Mr. Naidu said

this project was started in September 2025.

According to the CM, the Google data
centre will generate “thousands of jobs”
for the youth of the State. #n

Ugandan authorities said
Tuesday that they have
detained dozens of

foreigners in a crackdown on illegal
migration, that the Internal Affairs Ministry
suggested was linked to human traffickers
and cyberscam operations. Authorities say
they acted on intelligence showing large
groups of foreigners living or working in
Uganda without necessary documents. e

A total of 1,468

1468

9 have been added
to the West Bengal electoral rolls following
the SIR-linked tribunal orders, will be able
to exercise their franchise in the second
phase of the Assembly polls on April 29, an
EC official said on Tuesday. The second
phase will cover 142 constituencies rn
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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On TCS harassment and conversion case

Concerns have been raised about the Tata Consultancy Services sexual exploitation and alleged forcible conversions case that involves nine FIRs, related to complaints of

alleged sexual exploitation, rape and forcible conversion at the company’s office in Nashik, Maharashtra, between 2022 and 2026.

EXPLAINER

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:
ast month, Nashik Police
claimed that they had busted a
racket of alleged forced
conversions and sexual
exploitation at a multi-national company’s
office in the city. Nine FIRs were
registered and eight persons were
arrested. Police said they were looking for
one more accused, who they claimed is
on the run. A Nashik court has heard her
anticipatory bail plea and will give an
order on May 2. TCS has ordered an
internal probe, suspending all the persons
named in the FIRs, adding that no formal
complaint has been registered with it yet.

Overview of the sexual harassment
and forcible conversions case

The TCS case involves nine FIRs. They are
related to complaints of alleged sexual
exploitation, rape and forcible conversion
at Tata Consultancy Services in Nashik,
Maharashtra, between 2022 and 2026.

Timeline of the complaints
On March 26, 2026, the first FIR was
registered at Deolali Camp Police station.
It was filed by a 23-year-old woman
employee of TCS, claiming that since
2022, an accused had tried to convince
her into a relationship with him. She said
that the accused had asked her to apply to
TCS, where he was already working. She
claimed that after she got selected, she
was allegedly forced into physical
relations by the accused, on the pretext of
marriage. She further alleged that another
co-accused, on learning of their relations,
also sought physical favours from her.
She has claimed that three accused —
Danish Sheikh, Tausif Akhtar and Nida
Khan, used to allegedly speak ill about
Hinduism, trying to dissuade her from
following Hinduism. She claimed that she
learnt in February 2026, that the main
accused was already married with two

GETTY IMAGES

children. She further alleged that the
three accused hurt her religious
sentiments, that Danish Sheikh kept
physical relations with her on the promise
of marriage, and that Tausif Akhtar
sexually harassed her multiple times.

Police have claimed that the three
accused taught her Islamic practices, and
convinced her to follow them. The
original FIR accessed by The Hindu does
not mention it, and supplementary
statements, if any, could not be accessed.

After the first FIR was registered, till
April 3, 2026, eight more FIRs were
registered in quick succession, at Mumbai
Naka Police station. While seven FIRs
were registered by women, one was filed
by a man who alleged that he was forced
to convert, Nashik Police said. The
complainant claimed that he was
allegedly forced to eat beef, offer namaz
and recite kalma. He has told the police
that the efforts allegedly started in
2023-24. When the victim's father suffered
from paralysis, the accused allegedly said
he would only recover if the victim
accepted Islam, he told the police.

The other cases pertain to rape,
obscene comments, insult of modesty,
and hurting religious sentiments by

making fun of Hindu gods and goddesses
to impress on the victims that they should
accept Islam. Police say that the cases
pertain to incidents in the last four years,
starting 2022. The police have claimed
that the accused held senior or influential
positions, and allegedly misused their
position to take advantage of vulnerable
men and women, influencing them or
attempting to forcibly convert them.

Steps taken by the police

Nashik Police have formed a 12-member
Special Investigation Team led by an
Assistant Police Commissioner to
investigate the matter. Several stringent
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, have been invoked
for sexual intercourse through deceitful
means, sexual harassment, stalking,
insulting the modesty of a woman,
abetment, criminal defamation,
intentional or malicious acts to outrage
religion, intentionally wounding religious
sentiments, common intent, etc. The
sections include Sections 69, 75, 78, 79,
49, 356, 302, 299, 3(5) of BNS. In the first
FIR, Sections 3(D(w)(@), 3(D(w)(ii), 3(2)(v)

and 3(1)(s) of the SC, ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act, 1989, have been invoked.
According to the police, they were

alerted by a local social-political activist
after the parents of the first complainant

llegedly exp 1 apprehensions about
her changed behaviour pattern. The
police thereafter conducted a covert
operation in the concerned TCS office,
where police teams went disguised as
housekeeping staff to gather intelligence.
The FIRs were registered after the police
spoke with several complainants and
asked them to register formal complaints.
A woman officer played a key role in
gathering information from women
survivors of alleged sexual harassment,
police said.

Concerns raised in the issue

Civil rights activists have raised concerns
about the process, narrative, and
impartiality of the probe. They have
claimed that cases of sexual harassment
are allegedly being portrayed as
‘corporate jihaad’ or ‘love jihaad’. They
have sought an impartial probe into the
alleged sexual harassment faced by the
women, and about the structural lapses in
addressing them. They have also raised
concerns about an alleged ‘media trial’,
where a woman accused was allegedly
termed an HR professional. TCS later
clarified that she was neither an HR
manager nor responsible for recruitment,
but that she was employed as a process
associate without any leadership
responsibilities. Civil rights groups have
raised concerns about the lack of
evidence for any externally funded
religious conversion network or organised
conspiracy.

Arguments by the defence

The lawyers of the accused have primarily
argued on two issues: There is no law
against conversions in Maharashtra. They
have questioned the legal basis for
booking the accused for alleged forcible
conversions. They also contend that acts
of voluntary choice are being
incriminated.
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Nashik Police have formed a
Special Investigation Team to
probe the sexual harassment
and forcible conversions case.
Several sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, have
been invoked.

v

Civil rights activists have
questioned the process,
narrative and impartiality of
the probe, calling for an
independent inquiry into the
alleged harassment faced by
the women, and the structural
lapses in addressing it.

The tragedy of recurring
Rohingya refugee deaths

The capsizing of a fishing trawler carrying refugees draws attention to the cost of protracted displacement

Saee Pande

Story so far:
fishing trawler carrying around
250-280 people, including
Rohingya refugees and
Bangladeshi nationals, capsized
in the Andaman Sea in mid-April 2026
while attempting to reach Malaysia.
According to UNHCR - the UN Refugee
Agency and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), around
250 people are feared dead or missing,
based on preliminary estimates. The
vessel departed from Teknaf in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh, and was reportedly
overcrowded and overwhelmed by rough
seas.

Only around 9-10 survivors were
rescued. Survivors reported that the boat
travelled for about four days before
capsizing, with some people floating for
over 36 hours before being rescued by
passing vessels.

»

Life-threatening sea journeys

Since the 2017 Rohingya crisis in Rakhine
State, over 7,00,000 Rohingya have fled
to Cox’s Bazar, in Bangladesh. Myanmar’s
1982 Citizenship Law rendered them
effectively stateless, denying basic rights.
In Bangladesh, more than one million
refugees live in congested camps with
limited or no access to education and
formal work. According to the UNHCR,
funding cuts since 2023 have sharply
reduced food rations. Smuggling
networks exploit this vulnerability,
charging high fees for passage to Malaysia,
where informal labour opportunities and
diaspora links exist.

The 1,500-nautical-mile
Bangladesh-Malaysia route relies on
unseaworthy boats, often carrying over
200 people with minimal supplies, for a
journey that could take 5-7 days Reports
by humanitarian agencies indicate that
vessels are sometimes denied
disembarkation or allegedly pushed back,

leaving migrants stranded at sea.

According to a UNHCR report released
on April 17 this year, 2025 was the
deadliest year on record for Rohingya sea
crossings, with nearly 900 dead or
missing. The report observes that 6,500
attempted the journey, with about one in
seven perishing. The trend has continued
into 2026, with over 2,800 departures
recorded between January and mid-April.

A comparison with the Mediterranean
Sea highlights both parallels and
contrasts. The IOM estimates nearly
28,000 deaths there since 2014, as
migrants fled conflicts in Syria, Eritrea,
and Afghanistan.

Europe’s response, though contested,
is relatively structured. Following the 2013
Lampedusa shipwreck, Italy launched
Operation Mare Nostrum, rescuing
around 1,50,000 people. It was followed
by EU-led missions such as Operation
Sophia, beginning in 2015, which targeted
smuggling networks while also supporting

rescue efforts. The Frontex coordinates
joint operations, while the Common
European Asylum System sets standards
for asylum processing.

Legal accountability also plays a role.
In Hirsi Jamaa v. Italy (2012), the
European Court of Human Rights ruled
that pushbacks violated international law.
NGOs such as Médecins Sans Frontiéres
and SOS Méditerranée have also rescued
thousands. In contrast, Southeast Asia
lacks binding frameworks. During the
2015 Andaman crisis, thousands were
stranded at sea amid delayed responses.
Without legal obligations or coordination,
responses remain ad hoc.

The governance vacuum

‘The Rohingya maritime crisis exposes a
governance vacuum in South and
Southeast Asia. Conflict has strengthened
the Arakan Army (a local Buddhist armed
group), which by 2024 controlled large
parts of Myanmar’s Rakhine State, driving
displacement in the region. Countries
such as India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and
Malaysia are not signatories to the 1951
Refugee Convention, limiting formal
protections. The ASEAN’s 2021 Five-Point
Consensus has been constrained by the
non-interference principle and internal
divisions between Indonesia and Malaysia
versus Thailand and Myanmar,
reinforcing policy paralysis.

(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on current affairs and geopolitics.)
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According to a UNHCR report,
2025 was the deadliest year on
record for Rohingya sea
crossings, with nearly 900 dead
or missing. The report observes
that 6,500 attempted the
journey, with about one in
seven perishing,
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The Rohingya maritime crisis
exposes a governance vacuum
in South and Southeast Asia.
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Everyone is busy building intelligence,
but no one can define what it is

In their books, Karen Hao, Max Fisher, and Dwarkesh Patel explore the Al industry that has become a juggernaut even as it still struggles to define

intelligence, measure its costs, or agree on its end goal

Areena Arora

merican journalist and author
Karen Hao spent years
reporting from inside and
around OpenAl, and what she
found was less a portrait of a company
and more an autopsy of the larger idea of
artificial general intelligence (AGI).
OpenAl was founded on the premise
that if AGI was coming regardless, it was
better to have safety and ethics-conscious
researchers at the frontier than to cede it
to those with fewer compunctions. The
CEO, Sam Altman, even went as far as to
design the company’s board such that it
could fire him too if he ever came in the
way of its core mission. That board,
briefly did fire him, but reversed the
decision quickly. Hao traces this arc not as

ascandal, but as sc as

who have staked billions on replicating it.
Hao spends a chapter of her book
trying to pin down a definition of
intelligence with impressive intensity. The
Al industry’s working answer, for now,
borrows from the “pure language”
hypothesis: the idea that all human
knowledge is encoded in language, and
that AGI might therefore emerge from
language alone. The cost for training a
generative Al model is already
approaching a billion dollars, and
projections for the coming years are only
shooting up. All this money is being spent
ona process whose foundation and end
goal both remain largely unarticulated.

The consequences
Max Fisher, in The Chaos Machine, shows
us that this pattern is not new, but that its

an outcome of the ideas that come from
Silicon Valley founders who have vast
resources and the freedom to push
boundaries. OpenAl is described in the
early chapters of her book, Empire of Al
as “a rare intellectual playground without
strings attached, a haven for fringe ideas.”
By the time she finished reporting, it had
become one of the most powerful and
least accountable corporations on earth.

No clear definition

What is artificial intelligence? Alan
Turing's 1950 paper is widely considered
the founding document of AL In it, he
begins with the question, “Can machines
think?” and quickly reframes it as the
imitation game. He proposes that any
machine with the ability to convince a
human of its sentience more than 30% of
the time, passes his test. He never defined
what intelligence really is. By his test,
most agentic Al models today seem to
“think”. But what thinking actually is,
remains unresolved, even among those

[ es have grown manifold.
While Fisher’s book is ostensibly about
social media algorithms and
radicalisation, it also holds up a clear
mirror to what happens when a
technology that shapes human behaviour
is deployed before anyone has asked what
it is shaping us towards.

The early conventional wisdom about
platforms such as Facebook, he argues,
vastly understated their power. Their
algorithms amplify moral fury, compress
complexity into viral fragments rewarded
with small doses of digital dopamine, and
make polarisation not a bug but an
intended, even celebrated, output.

By the time insiders began to
acknowledge this, the architecture was
global and deeply embedded. Facebook’s
founding president, Sean Parker,
eventually admitted the goal was to
consume as much of conscious human
time and attention as possible. By then, a
billion people were already inside the
wormbhole.

Max Fisher wrote about a previous

technological wave, but there are parallels
in the inherited arrogance. The same
incentives — engagement maximisation,
attention as a commodity, and
uncontrolled growth as the only metric of
success — now underpin the expansion of
AL Fisher’s book, read alongside Hao's
reporting, gives readers both a long view
and a more immediate story: this pattern
has played out before, and in building
disruptive technologies, their makers are
often aware of the very real human cost of
progress — and continue anyway. To be
clear, neither author rejects scientific
progress, but both hold up an important
mirror to what it costs to get there.

The God complex

Dwarkesh Patel’s The Scaling Era is an oral
history stitched together with
conversations with researchers,
engineers, and thinkers who made the
last six years of Al possible. Unlike Hao
and Fisher, Patel and his interviewees are
not cynical of AL They are, for the most
part, people who believe they are doing
something necessary and sacred even as
they do acknowledge its shortcomings.
For instance, Anthropic CEO Dario
Amodei in the book says that if agentic Al
were to become super powerful and
wreak havoc, “we’d have basically no
ability to stop it.”

The God complex here is not
megalomaniacal in the conventional
sense; it is more subtle. It is the
conviction that because the intelligence
being built is unprecedented, the
ordinary human frameworks of
accountability, consent, and
cost-distribution can be changed too.

Patel’s book is highly technical, diving
into the scalability of Al models and what
intelligence is. Curiously, both Hao and he
touch on this question and seem to
conclude that there is still no unified

definition of “intelligence” or “thinking.”.

Altman in particular, who is the
primary subject of Hao’s book, has signed
up for Nectome, a startup whose premise
is that the brain can be chemically
preserved at death to be digitally
uploaded to a server later. This is where
the pure language hypothesis and the
God complex finally converge. If all
human knowledge is in language, and
language can be extracted and replicated,
then perhaps consciousness too can be
preserved, transferred, and ultimately
made everlasting. The question Turing
called too meaningless to discuss has
become the basis of an afterlife business.
The arrogance is not in the ambition
itself; it is in the certainty that whatever
the “tech bros” of Silicon Valley end up
building will be the answer.

Paying a price

In the meantime, as Hao sharply points
out, communities in South American
countries are paying a hefty price right
now, with their water and land resources.
The Al we have has already reshaped
medicine, science, and daily life in useful
ways. But the industry is not focused on
refinement or more environment-friendly
improvements to what already exists; it is
aiming at something much larger.

What these three books produce, read
together, is less a verdict on Al and more
amap of its (often) unacknowledged
shortcomings. Hao calls these companies
an empire — ruthless in their conquest
like royal empires of the bygone era.
Scaling, discussed in great technical detail
in Patel's book, asks an important
question: what happens when we run out
of data to train models on? Billions of
dollars are being spent per model, land
and water are being taken to replicate
millions of years of evolutionary biology,
but to what end? That remains unclear.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Here’s a quiz on the animated TV series The Simpsons, which aired its 636th episode
on this day in 2018, becoming the longest-running scripted prime-time show in the U.S.

Sindhu Nagaraj

| N
QUESTION 1

Which magazine has named the show the greatest television series of the

20th century?

[
QUESTION 2

This is the most famous catchphrase used by the fictional character Homer
Simpson. It has been adopted into the English language. What is it?

A
QUESTION 3

What is the name of the greyhound and a cat the family owns?

A
QUESTION 4

What is the name of the character named after the title character of a

celebrated series by Satyajit Ray?

[N
QUESTION 5

What is the name of the episade which mentions billionaire Donald Trump | &

having been President of the United States at one time and leaving the

nation broke?

CcM
K

Visual question: Name the characters from the show featured in this
image. AP

»

Questions and answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. The Mutiny on the Bounty took place
in this year, and in this ocean Ans: 1789, Pacific
Ocean
2. Who led the mutiny against William Bligh? Ans:
Fletcher Christian
3. What was the primary botanical objective of the
HMS Bounty's voyage? Ans: Transporting
breadfruit plants to the West Indies
4. Name the remote island where the remaining

i i i a Ans:

Pitcairn Island

5. Who was the last surviving mutineer discovered
on Pitcairn Island? Ans: John Adams

Visual: This 19th-century etching captures the
dramatic end of the HMS Pandora, wrecked on the
Great Barrier Reef. State its connection to the HMS
Bounty. Ans: The Pandora was dispatched by
the Royal Navy to hunt down and capture the
mutineers from the Mutiny on the Bounty
Early birds: Erfanally Oosmany | Sudhir Thapa |
Haridas Pal | Akshay Kumar Khanna | Kaveesh Sethi
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Know'yolurk
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of the idiom “by
the skin of one’s teeth”? (B. V. Satish
Kumar, Vizag)

Everyone knows that the teeth are not
covered by skin. Then what is the
meaning of this rather strange idiom? It
first made its appearance in the Bible. job
is the man who is believed to have made
first use of it. Job suffered many
misfortunes in his life, but throughout his
trials and tribulations, his belief in God
remained firm. “ am escaped with the
skin of my teeth” is what Job says in the
Bible. What he meant was that he
“narrowly escaped”.

If you do something by the skin of your
teeth, you just manage to do it; you
achieve something by the narrowest of
margin. Here are some examples.

Narsimha got through his maths exam
by the skin of his teeth.

We thought we would miss the train.
But we caught it by the skin of our teeth.

‘What is the meaning of “nickname”?
How do you use it? (K. J.
Ramnarayanan, Cuddalore)

The word “nickname” is from Middle
English “eke name” meaning “additional
name”. A nickname is therefore an
additional name given to someone or
something by a group of people — like
friends or relatives. When I was growing
up, I had a friend who was really tall.
Everyone started calling him “coconut
tree” and it soon became his nickname.
Animals too can have nicknames. You
may have a dog called “Jacky”, but you
may affectionately call it “Ugly” all the
time.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “Which class are you
studying?” “In which class are you
studying?” (L. Velumany,
Coimbatore)
The second sentence is correct. The first
would be acceptable if you had “in” at the
end of the sentence. “Which class are you
studying in?” — that’s what people who
are fond of grammar would say. It’s also
possible to say “Which class are you in?”
Here are a few more examples.

Which city were you born in?

Which bedroom do you sleep in?

How is the word “shoppe”
d? (Rajani Krisk thy,

Chennai)
Most people pronounce it like the word
“shop”. It is also possible, however, to
pronounce the final “e” like the “i” in
words like “pit”, “hit”, and “sit”. Even
when pronounced in this manner, the
stress remains on the first syllable.

‘What is the origin of ‘hat-trick”?
(Krishna Kumar, Mumbai)

This is a term which originated in cricket.
A bowler is said to have performed a
hat-trick when he takes three wickets in
three consecutive balls. Nowadays,
whenever a bowler performs a hat-trick in
international matches, he’s given lots of
money — either by the Board or by some
sponsor. And if rumours are to be
believed, even if the Board isn’t willing to
pay the bowler, there are plenty of
bookies who are! just kidding. In the old
days when cricket was a gentleman’s
game, when a bowler performed the
“trick” of getting three wickets off three
balls, he got a... You guessed it, a hat!
Published in The Hindu on June 13, 2000

Word of the day

Abominable:
exceptionally bad or displeasing

Synonyms: atrocious, awful, dreadful

Usage: The refugees were forced to live in
abominable conditions.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/J1643b/abominable

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /sbom.a.na.bl/
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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Why science and scientists must
learn to celebrate failures

Narratives that present scientific experiments ¢

asmooth story of succ

are counter-effective; to ensure science remains dynamic, innovative, and honest,

Biju Dharmapalan

ailure is part and parcel of
research but many scientists
consider discussing it in a
scientific forum to be taboo.

Laboratories are littered with
unfinished experiments and inconclusive
facts and theories that failed to stand the
test of study. However, when science is
being communicated — whether to
funding bodies, professional journals, or
audiences — it comes across as a smooth
story of success. Just narratives are
counter-effective.

To ensure science is dynamic,
innovative, and honest, we have to foster
a culture of appreciating and learning
from failure rather than hiding it.

In its essence, science progresses by
trial and error. A scientist postulates
hypotheses while anticipating that many
of them will be discarded. Every
unsuccessful experiment sharpens the
edges of knowledge and guides further
investigation.

However, systems of science such as
funding, publication, and career
progression are skewed towards successes
alone. Grants are generally awarded on
the basis of promising results and a large
volume of papers, and in favour of those
with positive results. Unsuccessful or
negative outcomes are often overlooked,
leading to a biased ecosystem in which
only success is allowed to be seen.

Not to be stigmatised

In the early 1980s, Australian scientists
Barry Marshall and Robin Warren claimed
that a bacterium called Helicobacter pylori
caused peptic ulcers. Papers on the idea
were however rejected by journals and
dismissed by the gastroenterological
establishment; the latter had long held
that the stomach was too acidic for
microbes. (Of course, there was also
reasoned scepticism in pockets of the
research community, which did not think
that the duo had provided sufficient
evidence for their hypothesis.)

They were unable to get their findings
published and were also not taken
seriously, but they had reasons to believe
they were right. Then, in 1984, Mr.
Marshall famously drank a broth
containing H. pylori bacteria, expecting
he would develop ulcers in around a year
and thus prove to the research
community that their idea had merit.
Rather than a year, he developed
symptoms of gastritis within a few days.

The duo won a Nobel Prize in 2005 for
their work on identifying H. pylori as a
cause of gastritis and peptic ulcers. It was
a testament to how publication bias
allowed a treatable condition to go
untreated for years because the system
had no process or culture to deal with
what it perceived to be a failure.

To really embrace failure, science may
need to draw inspiration from domains

it is necessary to foster a culture of appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it

beyond academia. The technology sector,
particularly in entrepreneurial
ecosystems, has long embraced a “fail
fast, fail often” philosophy. Here, failure is
not to be stigmatised but treated as a
stepping stone, an essential part of
iterative learning.

Psychological aspect

While academic science cannot replicate
this model entirely, given its different
stakes and responsibilities, it can certainly
adopt its underlying mindset: that failure
is informative rather than shameful.
Another valuable analogy is in sports.
Athletes incorporate replays and coaching
sessions to analyse their failures and
convert them into learning opportunities.
However, failures in science do not tend
to include well-orchestrated reflection.

Some changes are cc New

There is always the possibility
that experiments do not pay
off without a clear explanation,
and researchers internalise

failure as personal rather
than as a natural occurrence

aspect is especially important to novice
researchers.

In a highly competitive environment
where not everyone feels safe at work, the
fear of failure may lower the incentive to
take risks. This makes researchers more
inclined towards safer, incremental
projects rather than risky, innovative
ideas. Such a fear of risk can eventually
impede the pace of scientific
d

publication formats like ‘registered
reports’ — where scientists commit to
publishing the results of an experiment
even before they begin it, whether they
are positive or negative — are shifting the
focus from results to research design and
thus to methodological rigour.
Nonetheless, these efforts are still
spreading their wings. The major
transformation the enterprise as a whole
requires in mainstream practice is
pending.

There is always the possibility that
experiments do not pay off without a
clear explanation, and researchers
internalise failure as personal rather than
as a natural occurrence in the process of
intricate enquiry. This psychological

Communicating science

A culture change is thus much needed.
Younger scientists would like to see their
senior counterparts and principal
investigators set good examples by talking
openly about their failures and
uncertainties. Mentorship should also not
be limited to success: it should also
openly deal with setbacks. People can
become more resilient and honest in their
intellectual practices by acknowledging
that doubt and failure are parts of
science.

Funding bodies and institutions can
also play a role. The criteria of evaluation
need to shift from the success of specific
research outcomes to the quality of the

Knowledge gambit: Science progresses by trial and error and every unsuccessful experiment guides further investigation. SASUN BUGHDARYAN/UNSPLASH

research questions, research methods,
and the lessons learnt. Grant proposals
and academic CVs can include sections
that document and articulate failures as
part of the research experience.
Establishing platforms to share negative
findings and failed experiments could also
contribute to a richer scientific ledger.
Through open science projects and online
archives, novel possibilities are available
to share such knowledge, minimise
repetition, and foster collaboration.

Notably, the public communication of
science needs to change as well. The
representation of science as a succession
of discoveries creates unrealistic
expectations and diminishes confidence
in the face of failure. Scientists can raise a
more informed and appreciative
population by showing that science is a
messy, iterative, and sometimes uncertain
process. This is necessary, especially in
the case of developing drugs or going to
space, where errors are bound to happen,
and it could be the most important lesson
to go through.

Science in practice is a long journey
characterised by perseverance, failure,
and slow success. Science should not
conceal these features but accept them.
That is when every failure can serve as a
stepping-stone to significant and
hopefully sustainable breakthroughs.

(Biju Dharmapalan is Dean (Academic
Affairs), Garden City University and an
adjunct faculty member at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru.
bijudharmapalan@gmail.com)
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Science in practice is a long
journey characterised by
perseverance, failure, and
slow success

v

In a highly competitive
environment where not
everyone feels safe at work, the
fear of failure may lower the
incentive to take risks which
can eventually impede the
pace of scientific development

v

A culture change is thus much
needed where mentorship is
not limited to success with
criteria of evaluation focused
on quality of the research

BIG SHOT

A
The Sombrero galaxy is a popular target for amateur observing and astronomical research. Its recognisable extended halo and dust-filled disk are captured in this image from

the Dark Energy Camera mounted on the Victor M. Blanco Telescope in Chile. CTIO/NOIRLAB/DOE/NSF/AURA.

»

WHAT IS IT?

A face of Pompeii

Reuters

rchaeologists in Italy’s Pompeii
A have for the first time used

artificial intelligence (Al) to
reconstruct the appearance of one of
the victims of the volcanic eruption that
destroyed the ancient Roman city
nearly 2,000 years ago.

The Al-generated image, released by
the Pompeii Archaeological Park on
Monday, shows a man ducking for cover
while holding a large bowl over his
head, with a flaming Mt Vesuvius in the
background. It is based on the recent
discovery of the remains of a male
adult, just outside one of the southern
gates of the city, which were lying next
to a terracotta mortar that he
presumably used as protection.

Archaaeologists believe the man was
killed by a shower of volcanic rocks, in
the early hours of the second day of the
eruption, while trying to escape towards
the sea. He was also carrying a lamp
and 10 bronze coins, the park said.

“If used well, Al can contribute to a
renewal of classical studies, illustrating
the classical world in a more immersive
way,” the head of the archaeological
park, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, said in a
statement.

The once-thriving city of Pompeii,
about 25 km southeast of Naples, was
buried in the eruption of Mt Vesuvius in
AD 79, preserving buildings, objects and
graffiti under metres of ash.
Rediscovered in the 18th century, it is

Aview of the Pompeii Archeological Park, near
Naples, Italy, December 14, 2022. AP

now one of the world’s most significant
archaeological sites, and one of the
most popular tourist sites in Italy, with
4.3 million visitors in 2024, according to
the latest statistics.
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Fuel for thought

100 per cent ethanol vehicles, a debatable idea

he conflict in West Asia has understandably

lent a new urgency to the need to curb

energy imports. The government is set to
expedite the roll-out of flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs).
‘While a 20 per cent ethanol-petrol blend (E20) is the
current date, FFV engines are engineered for
any mix all the way up to 100 per cent ethanol (E100).

The motivation for this push is not

difficult to understand — according to a
® statementissued by the Centre in August
2025, ethanol blending over 11 years up to
July 2025 had resulted in savings of over
1.4 lakh crore in foreign exchange and
crude oil substitution of 245 lakh tonnes. A
study by NITT Aayog claims that emissions
from the use of sugarcane and maize based
ethanol are much lower than those of
petrol. But ethanol’s merits have beena
subject of considerable global debate. A big
shift to ethanol raises questions about its
impact onrice, sugarcane, pulses, millets
and maize availability. Recent reports
suggest that the Centre is consideringa
lower allocation of broken rice to the public
distribution system — a move that would
free up 90 lakh tonnes of broken rice for
ethanol use. For current levels of ethanol
output (12 billion litres annually), 30-40
lakh tonnes of sugar are used, while the
Food Corporation of India allocated five
million tonnes of rice last year for ethanol.

Efforts to encourage broken rice use,
even as close to half the ethanol produced in
India is made from maize, are hard to
understand. Maize, whose acreage has been
rising sharply on account of ethanol
demand, is less water intensive than paddy
or sugarcane, but its cultivation seems to be
cutting into area under millets and pulses.
As ethanol ambitions rise, the costs of food
crop diversion and the implicit energy
(power and fertilizer) and water use will
‘become harder to ignore, vis-a-vis the crude
oil import bill saved. The use of new
cropland makes ethanol seem more
unviable. Besides, as a fuel ethanol
generates less energy than petrol.
Economists have, however, noted the
benefits of producing ethanol from
agriculture and industrial waste. India
generates at least 500 million tonnes of
agricultural waste, of which about 35 per
cent comes from paddy alone. Using such
waste as the raw material for what is
referred toas 2G ethanol is already under
way but needs to scale up. Recently released
short duration maize varieties would help
maintain the cropping balance.

Ethanol vehicles can be considered as an
element in the auto mix, especially to offset
the dependency on critical minerals for EV
batteries. However, research suggests that
solar-powered EVs are 180-250 times more
efficient than ethanol vehicles. Meanwhile,
EV batteries are evolving rapidly in terms of
capacity and recyclable ability. It is best that
auto policy develops a well considered,
consistent position, that incentivises the
use of EVs produced from renewables and
FFVs produced by ethanol from residues in
particular. The rest is smoke and noise.

OTHER VOICES.
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China’s Al ‘Hotel California’

If you're an artificial-intelligence startup or investor in China, you can
check in but you can’t check out. With apologies to the Eagles, that's the
lesson of Beijing’s decision Monday to reverse Meta’s $2 billion
acquisition of Al firm Manus. China’s National Development and Reform
Commission killed the deal, which had closed in December, in a
one-sentence notice that didn’t explain Beijing’s rationale. Presumably the
regulatory objection isn't related to China’s antitrust law since it’s hard to
see how that would apply to this case. Beijing’s general anxiety about the
national-security implications of its growing Al industry is a likelier
explanation. auew voax, asa 27)

GULF 3£ NEWS

Hormuz: When energy shock becomes a food emergency
The global conversation about the Strait of Hormuz has centred,
understandably, on oil prices and geopolitical brinkmanship. Yet it obscures a
slower, quieter crisis already unfolding in countries far from the Gulf, in places
where families were skipping meals long before a single missile was fired. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz is not only an energy shock. It is, as the FAO's
Chief Economist, Maximo Torero, warned, “a systemic shock affecting food
systems globally.” Nearly 20 million barrels of oil pass through the Strait each
day, alongside roughly a fifth of the world's liquefied natural gas and up to 30
per cent of all internationally traded fertilizer. When the Strait closes, it does
not merely raise fuel prices; it raises the cost of producing and purchasing
food. The countries now bearing the brunt of this crisis had little margin to
absorb it. uaas asri26)

GIRIRAJ SINGH

hen we speak of an

Aatmanirbhar Bharat

weare not just

speaking of

self-reliance in
production but of leadership in global
value chains. Few sectors capture this
opportunityas clearlyas footwear. It is
one of the most universal products in
daily life used by a school student
walking to class,a worker standing
through long shifts, a delivery partner
constantly on the move and an athlete
pushing physical limits. Yet, despite
being the world’s second largest
producer India holds only a marginal
share in global footwear exports.

The gap is not due to lack of capacity
but due to the need for a shift towards
materials design and performance. At
the centre of this shift lies a category
that often goes unnoticed — technical
textiles, I began to understand this more
clearly during a recent visit to Agra. Agra
is known for its footwear industry.
‘Walking through its production clusters
and interacting with manufacturers it
became evident that innovation was
already underway. Several units were
using materials that improved comfort,
durabilityand flexibility. Yet many of
them did not describe these as technical
textiles, they simply saw them as better
inputs that met evolving consumer
needs.

This insight deepened duringa
subsequent meeting in Delhi with the
footwear association. Industry
stakeholders spoke about changing
consumer expectations — lighter shoes,
better cushioning, improved
breathability,and longer

business

WEDNESDAY - APRIL 29 - 2026

Technical textiles critica
to footwear sector

SMART MOVE. Bringing the footwear sector more explicitly within the technical textiles
ecosystem can drive innovation, expand exports and create high quality employment.

average Indian still buys around two
pairs of footwear per year compared to
seven to eight pairs globally. As
affordability improves and consumer
preferences shift towards comfort and
performance the domestic market is set
to expand significantly.

NEXT PHASE OF GROWTH

This is where technical textiles become
central to the next phase of growth. At
the Ministry of Textiles this transition is

features

beingapp i through the Smart,
edehey 4 4

‘These were no longer pi
but were becoming standard
requirements. It was in this discussion
that my department highlighted a
critical point: the footwear industry is
already using technical textiles
extensively even without formally
recognising it.

That realisation reframed the entire
conversation. Globally the footwear
industry produces nearly 23.9 billion
pairs annually with a market size of
around $500 billion. India contributes
about 12.5 per cent of global production
yet its export share remains at only 2 per
cent which highlights a clear gap
between capacity and global positioning.
Atthe same time nearly 86 per cent of
global footwear is non-leather while
India’s industry has historically been
centred around leather.

Athome the storyis evolving rapidly.
The Indian footwear market reacheda
size of $20.67 billion in 2025 reflecting
rising incomes and changing
consumption patterns. While the

Smart footwear reflects the growing
integration of technology and design.
Digital tools, Al driven modelling and
foot scanning are enabling customised
solutions at scale.

This aligns with broader consumer
trends. In 2025 India recorded 28.9
million smartwatch sales generating
$780 million in revenue which indicates
agrowing preference for products that
combine functionality with everyday
use. The sneakers segment further
illustrates this shift.

Itis projected to grow from $3.2

Consumers are

clearly moving towards
footwear that delivers
both comfort and
performance and this is
where technical textiles
play a defining role

billion in 2024 to nearly $6 billion by
2030 with volumes increasing from 55
million to 70 million pairs. Consumers
are clearly moving towards footwear
that delivers both comfort and
performance and this is where technical
textiles playa defining role.
Sustainability is also becoming a
decisive factor. Materials suchas
recycled PET and biodegradable fibres

Established clusters in Agra, Kanpur,
Chennai, Ranipet, Amburand Kolkata
are not just production hubs but the
foundation on which India can scale
efficiency competitiveness and global
leadership in footwear.

‘The shift towards technical textiles is
notabout building a new industry but
about unlocking the full potential of an
existing one. The visit to Agraand the

areg) lly entering

production. For India this represents
notonlyan environmental imperative
butalsoa strategic opportunity to
position itselfas a supplier of
sustainable materials in global markets.
Equally transformative is the move
towards seamless manufacturing.
Technologies like 3D knitting and
advanced fabrication are reducing
waste, improving efficiency and enabling
faster production cycles. This allows
manufacturers to respond more
effectively to evolving demand while
maintaining consistency and quality.

What strengthens this transition
further is the scale of India’s existing
ecosystem. The footwear industry
already employs over two million people
with nearly 50 per cent women
participation making it a major source of
inclusive employment.

‘With an annual production of around
2.9 billion pairs, productivity stands at
approximately four to five pairs per
worker per day in India. In comparison
global production reflects a much higher
level of efficiency with workers
producing 17 to 20 pairs per day.

in Delhi brought outa
simple but powerful insight, that
technical textiles in footwear are notan
emerging concept. Theyare already
embedded in the industry, quietly
shaping products and processes.

The task ahead is to recognise,
organise and scale this integration.
Bringing the footwear sector more
explicitly within the technical textiles

candrivei ion, expan:
exports and create high quality
employment. It can also align India’s
manufacturing capabilities with global
demand trends particularly in
non-leather and performance-driven
segments.

India’s journey towards becoming a
global manufacturing leader will depend
on how effectively it leverages such
intersections where traditional
industries meetadvanced materials and
modern design. Footwear is one such
intersection. Technical textiles are the
thread that can help stitch this
opportunity into a global success story.

The writer i the Union Minister of Textiles. The views
expressedare personal

India-New Zealand FTA opens up high-value frontiers

Beyond trade, the deal paves the way for deeper collaboration in manufacturing, infrastructure and innovation

—
Chandrajit Banerjee

aViksit Bharat by 2047 requires

sustained efforts across multiple
fronts. Trade remains central to this
vision. Over the past few years, India has
actively pursued free trade agreements
(FTAs) across regions. These include
agreements with Mauritius in Africa; the
UAE and, recently, Oman in the Gulf;
EFTAand the UK and EU in Europe; and
Australia in the Oceania and Pacific
region. The FTA with New Zealand
further strengthens India’s engagement
in Oceania and sets the stage for
doubling bilateral trade within five
years. The challenge now is making that
aspiration real.

Bilateral merchandise trade grew by
49 per cent to $1.3 billion in 2024-25 but
still falls short of its potential despite
strong complementarities, with India
accounting for just 1.84 per cent of New
Zealand’s imports. The FTA addresses
this gap by granting zero-duty access to
100 per cent of Indian exports from day
one, eliminating tariffs of up to 10 per
cent on sectors like textiles, leather,
engineering, and footwear,and 5 per
cent on pharmaceuticals, agriculture,
electronics, and more — offeringa
major boost to labour-intensive clusters
across India. At the same time, India has
safeguarded sensitive sectors such as

T he ambitious target of becoming

dairyand select agricultural products.
Additional benefits include enhanced
agricultural productivity through
Centres of Excellence and faster
customs clearance for express and
perishable goods.

SERVICES-LED ECONOMIES

India and New Zealand are both
services-led economies, with services
contributing about 49.9 per cent and
67.4 per cent of GDP respectively. While
New Zealand runs a services trade
surplus with India — largely driven by
travel — its imports from India are
diversified, spanning
telecommunications, IT and business
services. This positions Indian providers
well to scale and move into higher-value
segments.

Tourism, education, and the creative
industries offer strong growth potential,
combining India’s expanding creative
economy with New Zealand’s global
appeal. The agreement opens market
access across 118 services sectors and
eases mobility.

It removes caps on Indian students,
allows 20 hours of work per week during
study, extends post-study work
opportunities, and introduces a
Temporary Employment Entry visa for
skilled professionals for up to three
years. Together, these measures enable
deeper engagement and long-term
collaboration in services.

INDIAN INDUSTRY. Must leverage the
bi-lateral trade agreement en

India’s trade agreement model with
EFTA, which included a unique
investment-linked provision, has been
echoed in its agreement with New
Zealand. This framework is expected to
facilitate $20 billion in investment into
India over 15 years, supported by a
rebalancing clause to address any
shortfall in commitments, ensuring
steady inflows.

Beyond trade, this paves the way for
deeper collaboration in manufacturing,
infrastructure, innovation, and job
creation. Combining India’s scale,
execution strength, and digital
infrastructure with New Zealand’s
design, innovation, and governance
capabilities, the partnership holds
strong potential for co-investment,
co-manufacturing, and co-innovation,

extending into third markets across the
Indo-Pacific and beyond.

The partnership’s true potential
spans several high-value frontiers.
Agritech and food processing represent
the most natural area of
complementarity. New Zealand’s
expertise in precision agriculture,
post-harvest technology, and food
safety, combined with India’s scale and
Pprocessing capacity, is a powerful
combination.

Clean energy is another priority
where both economies can genuinely

i 5 India’s bl \biti
are vast, and New Zealand brings real
innovation strengths. In digital
technology — Al cybersecurity, digital
publicinfrastructure, and quantum
computing — India’s population-scale
platforms and New Zealand’s agile
innovation ecosystem are natural
complements.

Evenin the near term, low-hanging
fruitis clearly visible. Dairy equipment
manufacturing, ive, includi
electric vehicles and medical and
scientific equipment are sectors where
India’s cost competitiveness and scale
align directly with New Zealand’s
market demand and quality orientation.
The onus is now on Indian industry to
leverage this agreement to translate
intent into tangible outcomes.

‘The writer s Director General, il
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US-Iran dialogue

With reference to ‘Irantalks in limbo
(April 28), the US-Iran talks have
been deadlocked with both sides
refusing to yield on their respective
demands. While the impasse in talks
continues, the respective

would “do everything possible to
bring peace to West Asia”, during
Iranian Foreign Minister’s visit to
Russia. In the meantime, world
continues to suffer. The closure of
Strait of Hormuz is pushing global oil
prices north again and increasing the

in depository architecture’ (April
28), the slew of depository

P
the Strait of Hormuz by Iranand

downturn. Trump should realise the

fa global economic

reformsin the securities market
code 2025 are timely and expands
the functional scope towards
investor protection.

The depository, inits new formas.
market infrastructure institution,

investor complaints.

participants as members of
depository, no doubt shifts the

a lity and improves
operational efficiency, howeverin
the absence of upgradation of skills
in handling huge and complex
volume of transactions at the DP
level, the same may end up in more

the hardships faced by farmers and
others dealingin Kashmiri apples,
whichare asource of livelihood to
nearly 35 lakh people. The
authorities should improve
infrastructure including the
transport systemand roads so that
theapples can move swiftly from
Kashmir to various parts of the

ending of blockade of Iranian ports extent of harm heis inflictingonthe  paves the way for holding the Sitaram Popuri country. Also,

by the US has put a Gordian knot on world by starting the Iran war and instruments and documents in ‘Bengalury construction of cold storage

the issue. President Donald Trump find outa quickway to end the war, non-physical form, of various classes facilities on a co-operative basis will
has upped the rhetoric, as he s Kosaraju Chandramouli of assets and other regulated Assist J&K horticulturists  goalongwayinreducingthe
worried about the impact of war on Hyderabad instruments apart from the Thisis with reference to J&K problems faced by these apple
the US midterms comingupin securities n securities market, to horticulturists need storage infra, growers

November. However, Iran received a Depository structure ensure custodial trust and safety. access to markets' (April 28). The Veena Shenoy

boost with Russia saying that it

With reference to ‘A quiet revolution

The redesignation of depository

government cannotafford to ignore Thane
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W Asia shadow on exports

Export resilience under route disruptions is crucial

—
Sanjaya Mariwala

agreements with several

countries and is negotiating
onewiththe EU. Marketaccessis
nownolongeraproblem. But the
assumption thatgoods will move
freely once markets openupis
beginning toweaken.

Disruptions in West Asiaare

adding 10-15 days totransit times,
whilefreight and insurance costs
‘have risen sharply, which cannot
be passed on to customers given
the margin pressures. For
exporters, the bigger challenge is
in committing to delivery
timelines.

I ndiahas signed free trade

EXPORTS. Take proactive steps

pressure, when both costsand
timelines are already working
against you. Urgent shipments

Atthe same time, planning like medicines don’t really get
shipments hasbecomealotless treated any differently.
predictable. Buyersare building in When freight costsrise or
buffers or delaying decisions. For i increase,
businesses operating on tight exportersare usually the first to

ins,evenmodestincreasesin  absorb theimpact, even though
logistics costs can shift theseare outside their control.
competitiveness. Overtime, this has concentrated

Inpharmaceuticalsand volatilityat the weakest end of the
preventive healthcare, the chain. Contractswillneed to
pressure is more layered. India evolve toreflecta more balanced
exported over $30 billionworthof ~ arrangement, where pricingand
medicines last year, but alarge delivery terms adjustwhen

share of key inputs continues tobe
imported, particularly APIs from
Chxrm ThIS createsaclear

disruptions occur. Without that
shift, exporters will continue to
operate under pressure each time

Need to ramp up energy storage

STILL IN INFANCY. Battery based energy storage systems are beset by execution and structural challenges

CAPITAL
IDEAS.

RICHA MISHRA

ndia’s power demand is seeing a

massive surge, driven by extreme

weather, industrial expansion,

and rapid electrification. As part

of its energy transition story,
India has set a target of achieving 500
GW of installed electricity generation
capacity from non-fossil fuel-based
sources by 2030.

A major share for renewable energy
(RE) is expected from solar and wind
energy, which are inherently
intermittent and variable in nature. To
ease the integration of these sources,
deployment of Energy Storage Systems
(ESSs) is essential for storing surplus
energy during periods of high RE
generation to ensure 24x7 electricity
supply.

According to the National Electricity
Plan (2023) published by the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA),a
requirement of 208 GWh of Battery
Energy Storage Systems (BESSs) has
been projected by 2030 to enable

BATTERY STORAGE. Huge 5 BétweA AR RIN AT TpIEMENtEoN frocoworo

and Gujarat — leading to congestion,
curtailment, and inefficient ramping of
thermal plants. In this backdrop BESS
has become essential rather than
optior

BESS enables surplus solar and wind
generation to be stored during

seamless integration of the i
share of REin the grld The govcmment
has undertaken a series of coordinated
policy, regulatory, demand-supply side
measures to promote and deploy energy
storage technologies, including the
BESS.

'WHERE IS THE PROBLEM?
Problems arise when in the zeal to
achieve the target, ground realities are
ignored. According to information
avmlable, India’s power grid in 2025-26

g{l]Cl"dthﬂ CﬂpﬂCl[y, with
over 500 GW installed and more than
half sourced from non-fossil fuels.
However, it is increasingly constrained
by transmission and operational

Itisa fact that structural power
shortages have largely been eliminated,
but the concernis that RE capacity is
being added faster than the grid can
absorb it — particularlyin

atbothends. Ifinputs is strained.
don'tarrive ontime, production In pharmaceuticalsand
gets pushed back. And when preventive healthcare, resilience
outbound routes are disrupted, will depend on building flexibility
finished products can’t moveas into sourcing. Domestic API
planned. What startsasalogistics ~ capacity will take time to scale.
delay doesn’t stay limited to Until then, alternate sourcingand
transport— it begins toaffect mmﬂa:runngarrangements

ingtimelines and, in anhel
regulated markets, even reduce the risk of} production
compliance. In sectors like beingdisrupted.
pharmaceuticals, where timing is Expor
tightly controlled, these delays pressures, butaccessto addmoml
can well pital often
beyond just late deliveries. Alxgnmg financial support more

closely with the timing of

ROUTE CONCENTRATION disruptions would help ease that limitations.
Alarge share of India’s exports pressure.
still moves through a limited set of Trade agreements, too, will
routesand logistics hubs. That needtoreflect the new reality.
concentration works in stable Provisions that support faster
conditions, but leaves little room clearances, recognise alternate
toadjustwhen disruptions occur. routingand ination bl

Smaller exporters don’t have the
cushionto absorb sudden cost
increases, soeither take ahiton
their topline or bottomline.

India has built an export system
that performs efficiently under
stable conditions, but not one that
adjusts easilywhenthose
conditions change. Alternatives
areusually explored onlyafter
problems on routes show up.
Thereisn’tadvanced thinking
around which sectors depend on
which routes, or what realistic

across systems can strengthen
trade in ways thatgo beyond cost
or tariffadvantages.

India still tends to assume that
oncean orderisready, it will move
smoothly from origin to
destination, but that’s nolonger
always the case. Inaworld where
disruption is becoming routine,
competitiveness will be defined
notjust by how mucha country
can export, but by whether it can
keep exporting when conditions
deteriorare.

options exist ifthose
Asaresult,d The writer
end up being made under Director of OmniActive Health Technologies

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

April 29,2006

Indiabulls Sec gets a breather

‘The Securities and Exchange Board of India on Friday climbed down on its trading
ban order against Indiabulls Securities in the IPO scam until further directions,
hours after it had banned the company and several other market intermediaries
yesterday. SEBI today said, “the ex parte ad-interim order dated April 27 in the
rmatter of initial public offering, in so far as it refates to Indiabulls Securities would
be kept in abeyance subject to verification of clients and until further directions”

Sensex rebounds after a crash

Evena crash, almost as bad as the one on Black Monday — the worst seen by the
Indian bourses — could not keep the markets down on Friday. Overall, the Sensex
gained 16.91 points and closed at 11,851.93 and the Nifty ended up by 0.25 points

at 3508.35.

Bharti Airtel net up 49pc on user growth

Riding ona78 per cent increase in its cellular subscriber base, Bharti Airtel on
Friday reported a 49 per cent increase in net profit to Rs 682 crore during the
fourth quarter of 2005-06 against Rs 459 crore during the corresponding period

last year.

rich States such as Rajasthan

STATISTALK.

di d periods and disp
during evening peaks, thereby reducing
curtailment, easing congestion, and
stabilising grid frequency. By limiting
excessive thermal cycling, reducing
reliance on volatile short-term markets,
and providing localised flexibility near
load centres, storage allows far better
utilisation of existing grid
infrastructure.

This requires large-scale BESSs and
renewable-storage hybrids, additional
renewable capacity risks translating into
inefficiency. With storage, the same grid
canreliablyintegrate significantly
higher levels of clean energy ata lower

BESS enables surplus
solar and wind
generation to be stored
during low-demand periods
and dispatched during
evening peaks

overall system cost. This has been
formally recognised by the CEA, which
now classifies BESS as acritical grid
asset and permits its use for functions
such as frequency regulation, peak
shaving, ramp-rate control, and ancillary
services, all key to grid

bottlenecks — RE growth is outpacing
transmission build-up.

Atpresent, imported BESSs enjoy
higher operational credibility than most
Indian-assembled solutions. Observers
say that even if it is made in India, there
are more than 20 components required
for the product, and not all are available
here.

The domestic BESS ecosystem is
transitioning from simple assembly to
full-stack manufacturing, driven by the
18,100 crore Production Linked
Incentive Scheme for Advanced
Chemistry Cells (ACCs). Several Indian
conglomerates and start-ups have
jumped into the BESS components or
systems business, locally. But it will take
awhile before they can meet the
requirement.

India’s General Network Access and
Temporary General Network Access
connectivity is seeing rising instances of
curtailment in several renewable-rich
regions. The grid is struggling to keep
pace with rapid renewable additions,
largely due to lagging transmission
build-out and system flexibility. Given
this, BESS emerged as a critical
near-term solution. However, India’s
BESS ecosystem is still at an early stage
d to its PV industry.

securityand reliability.

THE CHALLENGES
Despite a strong policy push, domestic
BESSs face significant on-the-ground
execution and structural challenges.
While tenders are at record highs, only
about 0.8 GWh s currently operational.
There isa massive gap between planning
and implementation.

1f one takes a look back, the projects
saw aggressive underbidding creating
viability risks as input prices (copper,
aluminium, and cel]s) fluctuate, making
it difficult for first-time developers to
deliverat promised price points.
Another challenge comes from
distribution companies, that often delay
signing Power Purchase Agreements
(PPAs) or Power Sale Ag

BESS, in India, is at a stage where
solar was in 2010. Besides, there are
issues of customisation — each plant
will be using the product for different
purpose. There is also a need for skilled
personnel for specialised BESS
operations and maintenance (O&M) —
which is significantly more complex
than solar O&M.

Arightapproachis tocreatea
conducive environment while moving
towards Make In India, BESS. The
capacity building in the near-term can
leverage on established global players
with proven technology, long operating
track records, and robust safety
standards across markets.

Suchan approach would help mitigate
near-term risks, uphold stringent safety

(PSAs), waiting for battery prices to
drop even further. This, according to
information, has led to the cancellation
of over 6.4 GW of awarded capacity.
Then there is grid inter-connection

|erphic

ds, and preserve grid security,
while domestic manufacturingand
integration capabilities continue to
mature — ultimately ensuring that
storage strengthens, rather than
constrains, India’s energy transition.

On businessline.in

Dichotomy in copper’s medium- and long-term outlook

Copper finds broad economic applications — from infrastructure and mobility to household appliances — earning the moniker
‘barometer of the economy’. As seen from charts below, the structural drivers for copper demand are intact. However, the
energy shock brought about by the war in West Asia has weighed on its medium-term outlook, tilting it to the downside.
Elevated energy costs are likely to dent global economic activity, thus dampening copper’s demand. Conversely, a de-escala-
tion in the conflict could support copper prices

BEVs use 3x more copper than ICE vehicles
Global weighted average of copper intensity in passenger vehicles
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Over 10 million tonnes of additional copper

needed to meet 2040 demand
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It’s time to eradicate the
‘cash-for-votes’ scourge

Stringent measures are
7 needed to curb this

! pernicious practice that
is sapping the soul of
our democracy, says

A Narayanamoorthy
https://tinyurl.com/4mbsshec

Reforming IBC: Path to
true efficacy

The Amendment Act has
key features on value
preservation and
professional accounta-
bility. But the number of
IBC professionals need
to be increased, point
out Anirudh Krishnan
and Saai Sudharsan
Sathiyamoorthy
hittps://tinyurl.com/36m3cadh

Lignin emerging asa
petrochemical alternative

Lignin is the only
large-scale, naturally
occurring source of

< aromatic structures
that underpina

: significant portion of
petrochemical products,
says Apoorv Garg

Source: Plugged in and paliticized: Copper in a fractured world by S&P Glabal, Copper rices outlook: Bearish macro risks remain a major concern by J.P:Margan
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EASY

ACROSS

01. Wound dressings (8)
07. Incantation (5)

08 Ringing (7)

09. Cooked;
interrogated (7)

DOWN
02. Lively (8)

04, Tattered (6)
05, Repast (4)
10. Soil of clay and
sand (4)

12.In spite of (7)
14. Animals living in
burrows (7)

17. Craft polled (4)

snow (6)

throws (7)

18. Gossip (7) 14. Belt fastener (6)
21. Aperture; starting 15. Tried very hard (6)
(play) (7) 16. Was put on in the theatre (6)

22. Cut surgically (5)
23, Freed (8)

19. Relative (4)
20. Lake, pool (4)

01. Preserve in brine (6)

03. Produce two young at once (4)

06, Soft mud, half-melted

07. Makes a mistake (5,2)
11. Fight with holds and

13. Wounds suffered (8)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

07. Something cast that one wil take letter by letter (5)
08. Sounding like a number are joining him with agin

cocktail (7)

09. Was severely questioned over charcoal? (7)

cherry-stone in (7)

Cambridge (4)

18. Idle talk from Tom in Paris with better half (7)

21, Unsealing it is an oppertunity (7)

22. Weapon can get broken with the French around (5)
23. Was set at liberty, so took out a fresh tenancy

agreement (8)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2667

01. Finishes wall - and half the plot - with flowers (8)

10. Good soil will make one hit out: nothing in that! (4)
12. Nevertheless, it's the wrong seed to have a

14, Pesters and worries the denizens of the sett (7)
17. Play on words at end of Lent may make progress at

DOWN

01. Choose lime I'm leaving for the conserve (6)
02. With liveliness also one consort is included (8)
03. Without hesitation Winter may be used to produce two (4)

04. Teased the threadbare (6)

snow (6)

05. Gong,a day short, may be set on the table (4)
06. At end of Alps mistakenly dug the French out of melted

07. Take a lttle food involving mouth parts if ane is wrong (5,2)

hurt (8)

11. Grapple with the others at fifty when you and | are around (7)
13, Where to find panel members, being received by those

14. What may fasten belt may yield in a metallic way (6)

15. Exerted oneself to turn over the good man ahead (6)

16.In a past age determined to have it mounted in the theatre (6)
19. She is related to French one at the outside (4)

20. Stretch of water may form a part of some reservoir (4)

ACROSS 7. Contemplative 8. Sentimental 12. Crunch 14. Eaglet 16. Matins 18. Conger 19. Provocation 23. Circumference

DOWN 1. Moss 2. Stun 3. Impish 4. Fleece 5. Stot 6. Aval 9. Equator 10. Allegro 11. Star 12. Comb 13. Can 15. Ago 17. Stormy 18. Chapel 19. Pail 20. Ouch 21. item 22. Neck
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India’s banking system
can't afford risky links

RBI’s cancellation of Paytm Payments Bank's licence shows its concern for. financial stability.

This is vital for the Indian economy, especially since digital payments are the order of the day

ver the course of just three
dayslast week, India wit-
~ nessed threeimportant devel-

opments in the banking space,

allof which havea signiﬁcam

bearing on the largerissue
ofﬁnancml stability. On 23 April, reports
appeared that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
had granted a non-bank called PayPoint
approval to accessits Centralised Payment
System (CPS). The same day, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman was reported to have met
bank chiefs to discuss Al-related risks in the
contextof global concerns over Anthropic’s
Mythos model, which is seen as a threat to the
data security of financial systems. And then on
24 April, RBlissued an order to cancel the
banking licence of Paytm Payments Bank,
which must start winding up operations.

Take these one by one. The CPS approval
for a banking correspondent and issuer of
pre-paid payment instruments was a first. For
long, RBI policy had been to limit access only
to banks and other approved institutions like
National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI), Clearing Corporation of India, Nabard
and Exim Bank. Though it issued a circular
some years ago indicating that fintech players
would get access, approvals were tightly held.
This was because core payment systems like
Real Time Gross Settlement and National
Electronic Funds Transfer, which are aninte-
gral part of the RBI-run CPS, can’t afford risk
exposure. This system serves as a unified plat-
form for processing both large-value and retail
transactions. It helps reduce systemic risks
across the ecosystem by ensuring finality in
financial settlements. Indeed, it is the very
backbone of the country’s financial system.

MANOJ PANT

and Young

1 can see from your coat, my friend, that
refromthe other side/ Canyou tell me,

please—who won the war?

—Wooden Ships by Crosby, Stills, Nash

Opening the CPS to a non-bank over which
RBTI's oversight is less rigorous than for banks
raises a question. Do the perceived benefits for
anon-bank playerin terms of speed and lower
cost warrant such risk exposure? The broad
issue of vulnerabilities is back in focus. Con-
sider the cautionary note struck by the finance
minister on the data security of banks. Globally,
banks and regulators are anxious about the
ability of Mythos to spot digital-security gaps
that could be exploited by bad actors. As Our
View in the 24 April edition of Mint pointed out,
India’s digital infrastructure overseen by RBI,
including payment rails run by NPCI (for UPI
most notably), relies on shared layers of soft-
ware. Even where the top layer is proprietary,
underlying systems are often shared across
institutions. As the above-mentioned editorial
observed, “A gap in one place could expose
others.” This may require pre-emptive action
on the partofall involved.

That brings us to last week's third develop-
ment: the cancellation of Paytm Payments
Bank's banking licence. In RBI's words, “The
affairs of the bank were conducted in a manner
detrimental to the interest of the bank and its
depositors.” While the central bank has not
disclosed what exactly it found remiss with the
payment bank’s functioning—reports suggest
violations of know-your-customer norms—it
was clearly deemed enough to warrant the
revocation ofitslicence. Regardless of how that
decision was made, this episode strengthens
the case for exercising extreme caution when it
comes to India’s banking system. If the CPS is
to be opened further from hereon, tighter
safeguards should be put in place. Given how
seriously the central bank takes financial
stability, it's probably on to it already.
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Finance Commissions that face
fiscal opacity have a tough task

India must promote budget transparency at every level for tax resource allocations to be done aptly

|2

-
ANOOP SINGH

is adistinguished fellow at the Centre for
Social and Economic Progress and wasa

member of the 15th Finance Commission.

titscore, India's Finance Com-

mission (FC) is a constitutional

mechanism for equalization,
ensuring that differences in income
acr
encesin

But equalization is only as effecti

as
the information it uses. When fiscal data

is incomplete oropaque, the FC's rec-
howeverwellinten-
llocating resources,

weakening incentives and undermining

fiscal discipline.
al transparenc,

management

wstem continuesto !m.e pcms(em data

ates donot translate into differ-
cess to basic public services.

s foundational to
tem. However,

on of <=

practicesrather than asset creation.
Asimilar distortion arises on the
revenue side. Both the Union and some
reat proceeds from asset sales—
atization and just disinvestment—as

current revenue. These are one-off
capital receipts, not recurring revenue
streams. International standards tl‘(.dl

while one that trans-

stronger than i

p.u'eml\' 1 epons ltssuhsidy burden may

tional standards. This fragmentation
matters because fiscal mspmmhlhu( S

thema: items. Cl
themasrevenue creates a mls[cd(lm'7
picture: deficits appear lower and reve-
nue buoyancy stronger than is actually
the case.

For the FC, this has direct implica-
tions. A state reporting higher revenues
due to one-time asset sales may appear
fiscally strongerand less in need of
transfers, while another relying on
stable tax revenues may appear weaker.

A more serious concern is the opacity
of public debt. A signifi share of

shared. Without licl
view, itisdifficult toa the overall
fiscal stance and the balance between
Union and state finances.

Recent developmentsunderscore the
importance of transparency. The 16th
FC marksa shift away from gap-filling
transfers in favour of a framework that
expects states to undertake fiscal
adjustment. But these projections rest
onimplicitassumptions, suchas
improved revenue mobilization, ration-
alized subsidies, reduced off-budget

borrowing and stronger expenditure

borrowing b\' both Lhe Union .md states
has taken place off-budg i
public enterprises and special purpose
vehicles. In sectors such as power,
losses have nﬂ(-n been financed
rru\\‘ing or

thatshift
the budget. Infrastructure rmncmz
through state-owned entities similarly
obscures the true fiscal position.

This creates two problems for the
FC. First, it understates the true fiscal
burden of: Second, it allows

mmmple[e re, pun.mg ol liabilities, fr
mented dataacrosslevels of govern-
mentand limited

ment of fiscal capacity and need.

Consider capital expenditure. A sig-

nificant portion ofreported ' mpe
consists of financial tr

ibility of of-budget
operations, These distort the measure-

g- | othersto circumvent fiscal rules, which

resultsinan uneven playing field. States
that adhere to on-budget discipline may
appear weaker than those that shift lia-
bilities off- hudget—: ewarding opacity
and penalizing transparency.

Subsidy reporting prrcﬂ related
challenge. rticularly in

loans, equity injections into puhhc
entities or transfers through special
purpose vehicles. If such spending is
treated as capital formation, it inflates
theapparent investment effort and
obscures expenditure quality.

For the FC, this matters directly. If

statesappear to invest more than they

actually do, assessments are distorted
and transfers may reward accounting

pm\ er, agnculturc :md food—are often

isely where trans-
weakest. Without reliable

whethersuchadjust-
tis feasible—or to monitor whether
occurring.

There are encouraging signs of
reform. The Comptrollerand Auditor
General has taken steps toimprove
reporting. The FC has emphasized

bringing off-budget horro\\mg onto the
books. Conditional transfers to local
bodies are increasingly tied to audited
accountsand disclosure.
But progress remains uneven. What
1 missing is a system-wide

treatment o[mpn;ﬂ receipts, full disclo-
sure of off-budget liabilities, consoli-
dated accounts and clear reporting of

d across budgetary and off-
budget channels. In some states, elec-
tricity subsidies have been financed
through either delayed payments or
borrowing by state-owned companies.

For the FC, the absence of a unified
\ubsld y framew ork makesit (llﬂmul( to

andc liabilities.
Ultimately, fiscal transparency is
Justabout better data, but aligning
incentives. When fiscal information is
clearand credible, it supports both
equalization and discipline. For the FC,
this is essential. Strengthening fiscal

ents. A

I strengthen the foun-

state with hidden subsidies may appear
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The US-Iran conflict heralds a 2Ist century cold war

hot and cold, but we are unlikely to see
another7 April-like panicso longastoday’s
uneasy truce holds. However, what we have
witnessed isnot merely the end ofa potential
global conflagration, but possibly the emer-
genceofanew kind of Cold W

“Tounderstand thisshift, we must ask who
hasactually won. Certainly not Trump. His
Republican Party appears to be headed for
electoral losses in November, while NBCand
Reuterspolls place Trump’sapproval rating
ataround40%, just slightly higher than Joe

is a visiting professor, Shiv
Nadar University.

tisnow relatively quiet on the West Asian

frontand there is little doubt that we have

moved away from the brinkmanship of 7
April, a critical turning point. On that day,
US President Donald Trump threatened a
civilizational war against Iran, which
; led by lizi hiel
protect critical infrastructure and suspend-
ingtruce talks with the US. In that moment,
the price of Brent crude oil for physical
delivery briefly surged to $144 per barrel and
headlines warned of ‘Armageddon.” This
marked the peak of global panic.

Yet, just two days later, the hot war was
arkets reacted swiftly:
6 by 10 April, thoughit
reached $105 this weel Allerl an talks

Biden’s before he lost the presidency.

NorisIran the winner. Despite lightinga
remarkable ‘David versus Goliath' battle, it
hasbeen leftwithaseverely degraded mili-
tary and battered civilian infrastructure,
requiring billions of dollars to rebuild.

Israel cannot be considered a winner
either. It finds tself reluctantly drawn into
negotiations, even though itsprimary con-
cern hasalways been Iranitself.

The clearest winneris China. Inan earlier
Mintarticle (24 April 2025), Largued that the
ideological Cold War between the US and
Russia has ended. giving way to a new era
defined by geo-economics. This becomes
clearer when we compare thiscentury'stwo
most recent major conflicts. The Ukraine

fellapart. Both adversari ill blowing

war hasl 1 over four years. By contrast,

the US-

ran armed confl edjustovera
month. The Ukraine wari ly drove up
the pi of il (Russia being a major pro-
ducer) and grain (with Ukraine a key
exporter), hul the economic fallout w;
quickly contained: US policies let Russian oil
be exported at capped prices, while grain
exports continued. So,
while the Ukraine war

H : which has

drags on, the US-Iran con- Nelther America placed significant pressure
flict has converged on a on the Trump administra-
battle for control over the nor Iran can tion, Simply put, American
Strait of Hormuz. i i consumersdo not tolerate

The 20th century Cold CIaIm VICtory wars that directly affect
Warinvolved visible trade- their wallets.
offs between politics and but the wa_r But how did China
economics. For example, in West Asia emergeasthe winner?
in1971, Pakistan attempted . It would be naive to
toleverageits position to  [1as left China  assume that Pakistan has
bridge relations between beenactingasthe principal
theUSand Chinabutiiled  D@tter placed  negotiator. More plausibly.

to prevent the separation
of East Pakistan. At the
time, India—though without USsupport—
rcprmcutcd a powerful democratic ideal
that -ould not afford to antag
nize h«.yund apoint.

‘While the global economy was largely
insulated from the Ukraine conflict, this is
not so of the West Asian crisis. Iran’s use of

the Strait of Hormuz as a strategic w
threatensavital trade route. Roughl;
global trade depends on maritime routes
and any disruption can Im\ € severe eco-
nomic ingoneof
the world's largest oil pre oducerﬁ ‘market
dynamics pushed up US fuel pricestoo. The

resulting US inflation—
xeeeded 3%—

itis functioning asa proxy

for both the US and
China—two powers unwilling to engage in
direct negotiationsas the domestic political
fallout of a failure would be catastrophic to
both. The extension of peace efforts to Leba-
non, despite initial resistance from Israel
(and even the US), also bearsa clear Chinese
imprint. To attribute these developments

dationon \VhlL hit makesits decisions.

ITE'@@? A ?E@@@Eﬂ

If you're one of these big,
powerful countries and you
bully the rest of the world all

the time, they’re going to

react, and they’re going to
react by moving away from
you, by not wanting to deal

with you, because theyre

constantly afraid of being

bullied.

l MATTEO MAGGIORI

akistan's mediation would be an
mplification.

Asafragile peace takes hold and if a modis
vivendi canbeworked out over Hormuz, the
next phase will involve the reconstruction of
Iran and other war-hit parts of the Gulf.
Here, Chinais poised to playa role similar to
thatof America’sin Europe after World War
1L For China, whose economy has been
experiencing relative stagnation, this
presents an opportunity for renewed
growth—even if modest. At the same time,
both Europe and the Gulfstatesare likely to
increase military spending in response to
shifting geopolitical realities, which could
be of benefit to the defence industries of
both China and the US.

Ultimately, the ideological standoff
between Israel and Iran may hold limited
relevance for the global economy. As both
Iranand the US have learnt since their war
began on 28 February, the deep economic
interdependence of nations ensures that
regional conflictsare swiftly curtailed when
they threaten global economic stability.

The previous century’s Cold Warislong
over. What has replaced it is colder, more
pragmaticand less sentimental. Economics
now dictates strategy—and in this domain,
China holdsa distinct advantage.
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Agentic Al is set to revolutionize
the financial lives of households

Tech enablers have emerged to transform personal finance at scale but Al-enabled services will need to earn the trust of users

ITESH SETHIA
is managing director and CEQ, Jio Financial
Services.

nmost modern homes, we only think about
electricity or wi-fiwhen they stop working.
They are essential, life-altering utilities that
function quietly in the background, demand-
ingzero cognitive effort. They enable produc-
v, comfort and continuity without needing
constant intervention. Why then does household
financial management still involve a series of man-
ual chores, complex apps and reactive decisions?
‘While e-commerce and media streaming use tech-
nology to anticipate what we want before we ask,

e ve lagged, leaving customers
to navigate complexity with limited context. For
most individuals, managing money still feels like
anactive responsibility rather than a seamless and
intuitive experience.

But that'sabout to change. India’s financial land-
scape isat the cusp of a once-in-a-lifetime transfor-
mation. The sector hasmoved across three critical
stages. The first created access through physical
and digital financial infrastructure, including
branch networks, data connectivity, smartphone
penetration, UPLand the account aggregator
framework. The second has been driving inclusion
through payments, credit and insurance. And now
athird stage of empowering individuals has begun
through democrati ss to smart financ

Ifthe past decade was about digital inclusion, the
next one will bea decade of intelligent empower-
ment. This shift hasn't happened by chance. It's
the result ofa deliberate push to bring about a shift
thatis not just technological, but deeply human,
with the potential to reshape how individuals
experience control, confidence and clarity in their
financial lives.

The transformation currently underway—
driven by agentic artificial intelligence (A —is
about closing the gap between human intent and
digital action. Unlike basic automation, Agentic Al
understands intentand acts proactively within
defined boundaries, Itis the difference between a
system that waits for instructions and one that
anticipates needs. Instead of requiring users to
constantly instruct, track and optimize, these sys-
tems can interpret patterns, adapt to behaviour
and act in alignment with long-term goals.

This future of finance will not be built on apps
alone, but on integrated ecosystems that think,
adapt zu\d sh(m empnlh\

As volve, the traditional
model nfgenor pmdm tsand periodic interac-
tionsis giving way toa more continuous, context-
aware and embedded experience. In thismodel,
finance becomes less about transactions and more

yoursalary day and automatically allocates a por-
tion to savings or investments in line with your
goals. Thisisn't adistant dream any longer, buta
very plausible near-term reality. Financial services
thus move from being visible to invisible, and from
reactive to predictive, working quietly in the back-
ground in your best interest.

Consequently, the measure of success for service
providers will no longer just be how many prod-
uctsaresold, but how much time and money their
customers saved. More importantly, it will be
measured by how meaningfully the financial well-
being of clients improves over time.

Atitscore, this evolution isabout strengthening
financial health asa tangible, everyday outcome.
‘When financi tems begin to anticipate needs,
prevent ineffi icienciesand guide better decisions,
individuals don't just transact better, they live bet-
ter. Financial health in this context goes beyond
income or networth,

Itincludes resilience against shocks, the ability
tomeet life goals and the confidence to make des
sions without anxiety. It is as much about peace of
mind asit isabout financial returns,

Justas we relyon routine blood work to monitor
our biological vitals, it is time we apply the same
diagnostic rigour to our financial health. A unified
financial fitness score—a single, holistic metric

ing borrowin ing, protection

ISTOCKPHOTO.

the cognitive load of financial management to
stems, allowing individuals to reach
their goals w ithout the friction of constant deci-
sion-making.

Real progress requires radical transparency,
where the logic behind a recommendationisas
clear asthe advice itself. Empowerment truly
begins when customers understand why a particu-
lar product is offered, how exactly it benefits them
and what digital levers they can exercise to main-
tain absolute control over their choices.

There is, of course, the question of whether
households will invest their trust in these Agentic
Al offeringsand this new paradigm on the whole. It
will take far more than advertising messages and
publicity. Trust will have to be earned over time
through i andd

Indian companies did well to deepen product
penetration with ‘sachet-sized’ offering
time now for deep personalization. Tk
recognizing major changesin a customer's life,
such asa child starting school, and adjusting finan-
cial plansaccordingly. When customers see how
data works for them and regulators ensure iron-
clad protection, trust canact as a competitive
advantage. India’s knack for balancing innovation
with safety is what can ensure that this new finan-
cial system works for everyone and is built to last.

Om e rl’ldl(( e becomes intuitive, ethical and

about outcomes, aligned with an indi s goals,
behaviours and life contex

inance is thus evolving fron
partnerthat is constantly looking out for the ir
vidual. Imagine a finance app that recogniz

and i can help people und
where they stand. Think of it asa smart health
tracker for your finances—constantly guiding you
towards healthiermoney habits.

But data alone isn't enough. Al can help delegate

‘ment can drive progress.
Ultimately, a system that quietly works in the back-
ground must noticeably improve the financial
health of Indians at scale for it to count as a frontier
successstory. The tools needed already exist.
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Don'’t do it; Nike stumbled on
its Boston Marathon outreach

Any slogan that defies its brand position risks alienating customers

BETH KOWITT
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
corporate America.

ood marketing can be edgy or

cheeky, even provocative. It should

haveapointof view and be memo-
rable. What it should not do is shame or
insult customers.

Nike seems to have missed this lesson
from Marketing 101, In the run up to the
Boston Marathon on Monday, an adver-
tisement inthe window ofastore along the
y'sNewhury Street read “Runners wel-
come, walkers tolerated.” The copy came
acrossas completely at oddswith the com-
pany’s “Just Do It" tagline, a call to action
thatin the company’s own words al-
lenge tostart, to try, to move forward even
whenit's harc

This was just one ad, directed at a very
specific market, but it seized the news cycl
because it underlines Nike'sstruggles with
its brand identity at a moment when the
world’s largest sportswear company can
least afford it.

InOctober 2024, the company brought
back former longtime Nike executive
Elliott Hill to turn around the ailing athletic
shoe and apparel maker, which hasseen its
stock price tumble some 75%since peaking
in November 2021 and its operating
income shrink by almost 50%. Hill's fixes
including returning Nike to oots in
sportsand mending itsrelationships with
wholesalers, are taking longer to gain trac-
tion than management and investors
would like. Since 31 March, when the com-
pany said revenue s likely to decline for the
current quarterand the restof the year, the
stock has dropped 15%, bringing its year-
to-date losses to almost 30%.

The Boston marketing misstep—coming
from what's supposed to be one of corpo-
rate America’s most astute and powerful
brand builders—is not going to persuade
WallStreet that Nike understands what it
is. “This shows the broader confusion with
the brand,” says Americus Reed, marketing
professor at the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s Wharton School. “That’s the more
sturbing part.”

The backlash to the ad was so swift that
before runners had even hit the course
Nike replaced it with, “Boston will always
remind you, movement is what matters.” It
addedin “Wewant it
pletofeel welcome in running—no matter
their pace, experience, or the distance.”

Next came the backlash to the backlash.
‘The Boston Marathon is the world's most
prestigious for recreational runners with
its entry based on strict qualifying times.
It'sjusta matter of fact that it's not an event
forwalkers, some argued. Nike, they said,
had caved to snowflakes.

An adline in the US that seemed to sneer at
walkers led to a backlash. X/aFOS

Historically, Nike has had no problem
courting controversy (see the Colin Kae-
pernick partnership). But the Boston ad
wasn't just controversial; it was antithetical
1o what the Nike brand is supposed tostand
for. The company s business hasbeen built
onenlarging the tentof who gets labelled
an athlete. The mantra of its co-founder,
Bill Bowerman, that “If you have a body,
you'rean athlete,” is embedded in Nike's
mission statement. Its tagline is very inten-
tionally “Just Do It,” not “Only Do It If
You're Going to Win.”

But marketing yourself as an inclusive
brand hasgotten harder in today’s business
climate. Christine Day, one-time CEO of
Lululemon, told me that sheisa fan of Hill
and agrées with his moves to fix Nike, but
added that finding a brand voice is espe-
cially hard for big companies at the
moment. “We're livingina umc of what [
would call a masculine swing,” says Da
whoisnowabrand consultant. “The power
ofexclusion, or T'm better'—that voice res-
onates with a lof of customers.” As such,
i positive brands can get
labelled as woke shesays.

Recent moves by Nike make its “walkers
ated” line feel less like a one-off mis-
take and more like a wnul Marketing

sthat Nike’s

identity is part ol its attempt to win back
the serious runners it lost to upstarts.

Earlier thismonth, Nikealso faced criti-
cism for a billhoard at a free park run in
London that read, “Youdidn't comeall this

ayforawalk in the park.” Nike s “mi
howthe running market hasevolved,” Lee
Glandorf, who writes a newsletter about
spnnﬁ style, told the outlet.

rivals have seized on the com-
pany 'shlﬂ and it is resonating. Asics
C red withi i in Boston:

“Runners. Walkers. All Welcome.” Shue

Ci
“Run. Walk. Crawl. No matter how you do
it, just stay out there.” Even before Nike's
Boston flub, Swiss brand On wasrunning a
‘soft wins' campaign that featured Elmo.
While Nike plays with a voice that

are cLummg the kind of accessibility that
L lied. It risks losing not
Jjust market share, but the voice that once

defined the brand. (©BLOOMBERG

Health data and Al can deepen insurance penetration

RAHUL MATTHAN

country. Toda
di:

urance premiums for the
sease are determined based on crude

in Bengaluru with no family histos

chronic illness should not be priced as

ry of | plus healthcare facilities; while its primary

objective is to provide access to patient

isa partner at Trilegal and the
author of The Third Way:
India's Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance'. His X
handle is @matthan.

early 70%of Indians lack meaningful

national averages or the prevalence of the
disease across given age bands. This is
despite the fact that its prev: alenceisknown
tovary widely across regions—from +.8% in
Uttar Pradesh to 26.4% in Goa. None of this

health i ur

regional divergence is reflected in the pre-

rate— just of GDP—is lower
lh.m that of C ina, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

miums people have to pay.
Atitscore, an effective insurance system is

isthat Indians

hec

eitherdonot can-

h for poolingrisk. Individual pre-
not set based on what the insured

notaffordit. Butin reality, the problemis not
behaviouralas muchas the fact that Indian
insurers, for the most part, lack the popula-
tion-level health data that they need to price
riskaccurately.

‘When premiums are too high relative to

person’s bills will cost, but on the expected
average expenses of people like them. The
larger and more diverse the pool, the more
accurately risk can be priced, and the more
stable premiums become over time. This is
why the vicious cycle described above is so

actual risk, healthy people they
areunlikely Ion(‘edL\pﬂ\s\\cra\c —seeno

healthy peoplewhoexit the pool
don't just reduce revenue, they make the

reason why they srage. When
that happens, th-riskwmlgmdudﬂ) shrinks
until it consists largely of those who expect

to make claims. This, in turn, results in
higher premiums, which, in turn, resultsin
even more healthy people staying away,
pushingour health insurance marketintoa
vicious cycle that is hard to escape.

Take the example of diabetes, the single
largest driver of chronicdisease claimsin the

poolitselflessrep tative, the pricingless
accurate and the premiums higher.
Betterdata could break this vicious cy de
1fi beyond crude age-ba
national-average assumptionsand price nsk
at genuinely granular levels—by region.
occupation, co-morbidity profiles and i
tyle markers—they can offer premiums that
healthy cohorts might actually find worth
paying. A 32-year-old software professional

lhnu;rh she carries the average risk of all
between 30 and 40. She al
certainly doesn't. But insurers need the data
tobeable to take that call.
For this to happen, we need population-
level health datathat is suf-

records across the healthcare system, it
should not be hard to modify it sowe can use
itto improve ouractuarial intelligence. The
key is doing so safely, without putting the
personal data of patients at risk of exposure

inthe proc

ficiently granular to be = The original ABDM
useful. Accurate actuarial A' a“aIVSIS Of blueprint had an anonym-
mieiet  gnopymized ik S
e Jremioms o Ayushman bl o
o, Bharatdata il
miumsattractbroaderpar-  could improve been built, butitis evident
ticipation. Broader partici- ) o howan effectiveanonymi-
pation generates better  pOliCy pricing  zationsolutioncould make
data. Better data resultsin . . ABDM data useful for this
finer segmentation. Finer in India purpose. Since the Digital

segmentationallowseven

more accurate pricing,

effectively inverting the vicious cycle.
Where can wesource this data from? Asit

happens, India has a digital infrastructure

capable of processing vastamounts of health

dataatscale. The Ayushman Bharat Digital

Mission (ABDM) currently hasaccessioover

500 million health recordsacross 80,000~

Personal Data Protection

Actof2023 only appliesto

“personal data,” properly anonymized data

would not fall within itsam ichmeans

thatit could be used to build actuarial mod-

elswithoutrequiring the consent of the indi-
viduals concerned.

The last element that needsto beadded to

the mix is artificial intellj (AD). Tradi-

tional actuarial methods rely on structured
tablesand known risk factors—age, pre-ex-
isting conditions and occupation. They work
well enough when the categories are broad
and the data is limited. But if we use Al
applyingittothe largeanonymized datasets
that ABDM can make av dbl(‘ we shnu]d

Lunel.muns bel\\een health indic lors
allowing us to identify emerging disease
clusters before they appear in claims data.
Thiswill enable usto model risk trajectories
across demographic cohorts that conven-
tional methods would miss entirely.

At the end of the day, insurance is not
really about policies or premiums. It isabout
information. When insurers cannot see risk
clearly, they will price policies defensively,
and that is when the system begins to
unravel. Theavailability of useful dataallows
riskto be measured more precisely. making
it possible for insurance markets to expand
and stabilize.

India needs tounlock the actuarial intelli-
gence embedded within the data that its dig-
ital health infrastructure is beginning to
generate. Once we do that, we may discover
that the biggest barrier to universal insur-
ance coverage in the country was never

dability, but visibility.
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‘A meme about Mamata Banerjee
shows why women's reservation may
just be a hollow promise.’

— By Trishna Sarkar

Log on to www.indianexpress.com

14

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

'WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29,2026

The Editorial Page

® WORDLY WISE

The task of the modern educator
is not to cut down jungles, but to
irrigate deserts.

— CSLewis
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

Inthe AAP crisis, a
larger waning

HE DEFECTION of seven AAP Rajya Sabha MPs to the
BJP—including Raghav Chadha, Sandeep Paxhakand
iMaliwal—ispartof - The

first is the meteoric rise and steady decline of the AAP

itself, marked by successes but alsoby asteadyerosion of the ide-
alism it projected when it dramatically broke through the high
entry barriers of the polity to become a viable party. Soon after it
made its political debut in 2013, the party began to shed promi-

Why AAP’s breakup matters and canan
Opposition—free Indiabefarbehind?

T18 perhaps no secret that the BJIP’'s
plan for India is not just a Congress-
mukt Bharat, but a Vipaksha Viheen
Bharat. The recent defe of seven

both, i ways,
onthem. Butusuallyinademocracy, oppor-
tunism can counteract opportunism, pro-

idec . Itmaybe mo-

Membersof Parliament fromthe AAP
is part of a long chain of extra-electoral
measures the BJP has taken to defang any
Opposition party that might even slightly
challengeit. Atonelevel, itishard togrudge
any political party wanting to acquire and
consolidate power. That is one of the core
aimsof politics. Itis alsoaruleof politics that
noone “deserves” power: Power is what you
can create. Any serious political party must
take this aspiration seriously.

The BJPalso hasrevolutionary aims: Re-
ordering the entire constitutional order

rally uusavouryburammtingopportumsm
at least preserves a balance of power. But
nov J
opportunism to contain the BJP’s power,
precisely because itisone-sided, foravariety
of reasons. The prospects of hugely signifi-
cant defections from the BJParelow. Thisis
soforavariety of reasons. Adominant party
will often generate much more of a band-
‘wagon than Opposition parties.

A ruling party has many more extra
electoral incentives at its disposal, from
threateningto use stale power in the form
ofthe: income

Pratap BHANU
MEHTA

apartythat

nent through the use of current instr
hy power AAP, and theweak- tate. Itisi; i
nessof i ional st But they did wants far-reaching constitutional changes

notseem to affect its electoral prospects in Delhi till the 2025 as-
sembly election— it managed to build the “Delhi model”, show-
casing successes in education and health. In Punjab, however,
where acrimony with the Centre and its L-G is not a factor, as it
was in Delhi, it has failed so far to showcase a new governance.

The AAP’s fall also takes place in a fraught context. Its slide
speaks ofits bmnslngbattle with the Centre 's ruling party. Smce
2014, the BJPhast andit:

that it seeks to command all the legislative
power todoso. The play forthe Ram Sabha
ial. Italso, li 1 e i

tax, or from danghugolhermv:eunves,Ad

mittedly, not all of the BJP’s strategies are
entirely unprecedented. But the ruthless-
ness, scale, cootdmanon and ferocity with

nant pames wants all social conflicts to be
mediated within the party rather than be-
tween parties. Asa party, it also wants to

non-electoral il from
capitaltocivil sothat

and conquer all spaces. Investigative agencies like the Enforce-

countervailing sources of power left in so-

whichthey
The lack of coun[ervallmg institutions
meansthat noone canrely onthejudiciary
toprotect them, or even the press
to mobilise the court of public
opinion. Inthatsense, the BJPhas
made everyone vulnerable.
Butsomeofthereasons for this

authority.

ment Di ften seen to be to target Op- ciety. To criticise the BJP for seekmg total
posmon leaders and di: ionately, many of power,asifitwereanormal in

poweriftheycross a pluralist competitive system, is to mis-
over tothe mlmg party. Maharashtra, where the ShivSenaand understandus nature: Itsversion of national
NCP intotwo, iticsof “tod phod

(destruction)”. The AAP and its leadership have arguably borne
the brunt of this politics: In the months leading up to the Delhi
assembly election, its top leaders were jailed without bail in the
so-called excise scam.

The third story is that of the broader opposition space that is
under pressure, and shrinking. When the gap between the ruling
and O ion forcesiswide, in an envi where politics

hasfargreaterre

sourcesati h

resilience. “Opposition unity”, too, has structural constraints.
‘When it has stood together — as in the 2024 general elections or
recently in Parliament to defeat the Delimitation Bill — it has
reaped success. However, themany i these

i not and together, they have not ar-
ticulated a common minimum programme. The AAP’s crisis
underlines that in order to step up to its challenge, internal and
external, the Opposition needs o first recognise it.

The spread of
campus unfreedoms

VENFSOFLhepast weekat Hansra; Co]legesn uneasily

witl university. The college

has clamped down on students, suspending at least 30

for “derogatory language™ and “defaming the college”

onsocial medn There i is awidening gap between the lofty aim

‘aheavy-
handed crackdownon any form of disagreement or d:ssent

Thec itwas

followed by an FIR against 13 persons, including some students

hohac 1spended, foraf tookplacedur-

mgthe msuruuon 'S annual festlval earher in the mondl '[‘he ac-

of in

contmls over students. On February 17, orders were Jssued by
Delhi University prohibitii
out prior permls:mn this was mggered by aprotest againsta
newsetof UGC While
theDelhi High Court observed on March 12 that “there cannotbe
ablanket ban onMarch 23, DU mandated that any pmtast in

p.,cs -

public

mitted 721 along with names, turn-
out, duration, logistics, and speakers. No doubt umvemues are
obligated to yand secun[y h| ita that
treatstl ursor todis-

order cramps freednms and collapses the dlstmcnon between

dissent i Th

puses. ‘The student is no longer seen as a participant in ashared
ise but asubject by pnnclpﬂs

and VCs. This
From Jawaharlal Nehru University to Ashoka University and
South Asian Umversu:y, admnmsr.muons deal with faculty and
thanencouragingit.
To treat protests as inherently suspicious signals an erosion
of trust and a misunderstanding of what the campus, and Lhe
tand for. A university that fearsi
lowing out its intellectual core.

Where the
shadows gather

HE HOUSE is quiet, but never quite silent. In the small
hours, whentheworld outside has fal[ensﬂem itseems
life ofitsown. floor-
boards creak unexpectedly. The air acquires a watch-
tulness as if someone is lingering j just bevond the closed door,
beletin. Recall th i  The Haunt-
ing of Hill House, or the slow, encroaching dread of The Turn of
the Screw:For yeaxsand years, thisunease — and the conviction
thatoneisnotalone— inationofthe
the uncanny or the supernatural. Turns out not all of it relates to
the paranormal.
Recent research by psvchologxsts at MacE\van Umvemty in
Canada, e, Sug-
eststhat byspiritsbut
those

by:
subterranean frequencies produced by ageing systems of heat

down. Tk itsanti-

hatthe mind

For i tohorror, thebody’s

subtle distress manifests through restlessness and a prickling
sense of being observed. For the more intrepid, however, it may

simply: ion,and C with
figuringout the malmenance ofanold house.

Tt however, does not enti
normal. Ifanything, it fromtheun-

known outside to the nervous system. Or, what the British phil-
osopher Gilbert Ryle called the “ghost in the machine” in his
critique of Descartes’ doctrine of mind-body dualism: That there
is such seamless coherence between body and mind [hal the
faintest physic: rif

andin, this case, into trepidation.

g

Itis the case that if large sections of the

Y

domination are i intwo
senses. On the one hand, the core
of the right wing seems to have
more conviction about its politics

andisless ready toabandonit. On unprecedented

Admittedly, not all of the BJP’s
strategies are entirely
unprecedented. But the
ruthlessness, scale,
coordination and ferocity with
which they are deployed is

the other hand, these

remind usthat the BJP's greatest successis
notjustelectoral. It is tolower the ideologi-
cal barriers to its acceptability so that vir-

dominance a party can exercise, hollowing
out everything else to the point where only
1[s shgl.lxemzuns Ithastobesaid thatalot of

tually 90 percent of capable
of joining it. There are no ideological red
unes ]et alonerestraints otselt -respect. The

induc |nﬂfear

ontheother, also servesthe BIP's ideologi-
cal agendainadeeper sense. It notonly ex-
poses the shallowness of the potential op-
position to the BJP; it deepens cynicism
about the politics.

sheerwill: There-
lentless hunger, ruthlessness, energy, grit,
andwanting towin at all costs. The sensibil-
ity of the BJP is still hard to match for any
other party. The hopes that a sense of exist-
ential crisis might energise the Opposition
have been dashed.
The late Abid Hussain used to joke that
one should never say “Reform or Perish”
to an Indian politician: They might treat

‘Thebiggest tragedy of fthe
AAP s not the breakup itself; these things
happen in politics. Butitis the idea that any
new force will now operate under a much
largershadow of scepticism. Cynicism, then,
creates akind of political nihilism: The only
god to be worshipped is power, and we can
appease ourselves by saying we are doing
this for the nation. Everythingiseasiertoin-
strumentaliseifitiscloaked intheservice of
nationalism. If nationalismisthelast refuge
of th

thatasa choice. This might even
be more apt for an Opposition where even
existential stakes cannot get them tosum-
monawilltofight. Depending on the state
elections, there may still be pockets of re-
gional resistance. But ironically, those
pockets, whether in the TMC, which is
struggling, or the DMK, are not goingto be
able to stem the BJP's ideological tide.
‘We now have to think of two implica-
tions. The firstis that the new levels of insti-

tutional

isgoing

are,
for nationalism.

‘Wemust notlet the casual claim
that India is too complex for one
party todominate induce akind of
complacency. Sure, there are re-
gional ities, and the BJP

gest that

Allsignificant sources
of countervailing power are v: d
finally, we may belooking ataworld without
the Opposition. But we also know that a so-
clety on the surface united by too dominant
ittle, We will

will also make mistakes. But the
BJP has already massively moved
the bar on just how pervasive a
political control and ideological

nowknowwhar dJscon(em isabouttohitus.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

In great-power games over
Hormuz, law yields to force

HE CRISIS in the Strait of Hor-
muz has settled into a danger-
ousequilibrium, With prospects
fortalks uncertain, Iran and the

US remain locked in a tense

disruption extends to petrochemicals, ferti-
lisers, aluminium, and other industrial
goods that underpin regional and global
supply chains. Thescale of disruption could
well deepen Left unresolved the shocks
could rij

Future of medicine:
Fromtreatment to balance

TAu'm i i ds

small yet

powerful, i

asa
ofhow modernlifeisalteringh i

ology. At the 35th annual scientific meeting of the

standoff —neither willingtoyield, both pre-

SHASHANK

American Association of Clinical Endocrinology in Las Vegas,

pared toimpose costs. Thisisnot merelyan  scalecomparable totheoilcrisesofthe 19705. the Hossein Gharib Educational IBC[UIEShlp offered an oppor-
episodeof strategic posturing with collateral Even so, the strategic logic underpin- JosHr tunityto: Thelecture,
consequences. It is far more consequential:  ningthe USand Iran'sactionsin Hormuzis ‘Impact of Iodme on Thyrmd Autmmmumty, Gou[er and Onco-
An ing of the long-settled relation- i i pento questi i genesis) more
ship between law and power at sea. Fcrper— Imman isnot h
haps the firsttime in ¢ y mari- The thyroid operates within a narrow biological window, and
time practice, a cnncal global chokepomr is  omic pressure. Yet it lms faﬂed to reckon ‘when iodine intake strays outside this range, disease follows.
subject tocomy i each  withthereality that ionof The thyroid gland lives by balance. Too little iodine, and it
seeking to regulate access through force.  trafficin Hoxmuz would inevitably impose struggles — goiter, hypothyroidism, nodular disease, impaired
C ial shippingi i costsonUSall partners,and riskses- neumdevelcpmem Toomuch and xt mayrebel — autoimmun-
within a settled legal order; rather, itnavi-  calation with other stakeholders. Tehran, ns. Endocri-
gatesacontested space in which therightof ~ foritspart,isleveraging itsgeographic posi- nologlsLscalmus a U-shaped curve. Life calls it wisdom. Fordec-
transit passage in an international straitis ~ tion to raise the costs of coercion. In doing ades, iodi wastheel . Iochsed salt became one
neitheracknowledged norreliablyassured.  so, it risks breadening the conflict and in- of public heaith’s lingin India. But
This is a profound departure from the  viting forms of retaliation that may exceed today, i limited todieting,
logic that has long governed maritime tran-  its capacity to manage. comes from supplements, seaweed-based products, processed
sit. Since Hugo Grotius articulated the idea ForIndia, thi: dilemma. foods, iodi contrast, antiseptics, and “health”
of mareliberumintheearly17thcentury,the  Asa trading state dependent on external practices. i sure: me bisphenol
principle of open seas has underpinnedthe  energy flows and open sea lanes, it cannot Atofluoride and other endocri arein-
evolution of modern maritime law, finding ~ afford toaccept the erosion of transit norms teramngwn.h xodme bmlocy inways that amphty risk.
formal expression in the United Nations ~ as a new normal. New Delhi, however, has Tt Itneedsiod-
Conventiononthe Law oftheSea. Atitscore  neither the leverage nor the incentive to di- ine to make T3 and T4 hormones that influence me[abohsm
lies the proposition that geography should  rectly challenge either belligerent. The ap- growth, energy, and by Yetwheni
notbe permi i iesin calil pragma- its biological threshold, the same nutrient can dlstu[b the very
‘The transit g tism. O India must ensure the gland it Tn.lly,h Even
ensure that narrow water has Hor- safetransitof Indi: ippi naval more ing i
Lt lin t il escorts and careful deconfliction, while enhance thyroid autoimmunity. A newer concernisthe “double
right it i nol .d avoiding in escalation dy- h1[ model where iodine imbalance i interacts with endocrme—
legally binding. Yel asso often 11appem in  namics. Diplomatically, New Delhi must ‘which may interfer hormone
momentsofacutecrisis, thelaw hasyielded ~ wo i il d slgmlhng iodine uptake, and immune balance. There is also
toforce. and support efforts to restore a measure of growing evldence hnkmg mdme excess o cardxovascular
The challenge WithIranandtheUSimposingtheirown  normaley tothe strait. changes, micro-
is not simply to logic of access in the strait commercial op- Atadeeper level, the events in Hormuz The Bhagavad biome, y i il i
navigate the carry lesson. Long-held as- Gitareminds toimmune and endocrine health. This is where medicine must
- uon AstheUS! Navy interdicts vesselsmat it sumptmns about universal access to the become more attentive. Behind every TSH, T3, and T4 valueisa
presentcrisis Iran’s capacity, maritimg are no longer (enable us that person—whattheyeat, whatthey inhale, what they apply, what
buttoadaptto  and the IRGC Navy targets and turnsback  C i from Hor moderationin  theybelieveis “natural,”and what theirbody istr
afuturein shipping it deems non- virtually  arei i ible to great-power food, sleep, Thelessonisalsospiritual. Vedanh[fahas long taught that har-
N ever ithtradei inthe For' i 1ton . . mony, not accu.m\ﬂauon sustains life. The Bhagavad Gita re-
whichaceessat i fndsitselfin the crosshairsof theri- | maritime trade, this s nota temporary dis- action, and infood, sleep, action Jead:
seamay no valry. This is something more destabilising  ruption butastructural condition. Thechal- thoughtleads  owel- -being. T th: Neither
longer be thanablockade in the classical sense. What  lenge is not simply to navigate the present to well-being. depnvatmn T excess creates healt.h Endocnnology calk this
guaranteed by Wearewimessingisaduellingassertionof crisisbuttoadapttoafutureinwhichaccess The thyroid Indian callsit. bal-
lawalone. Thi b t control inwhich neitherside can fullyclose ~ at sea may no longer be guaranteed by law t : t ance. Iniodine intake, as in human hvmg thepathis: not ‘more”
L (_mc. A thestrait, yet both render its use perilous. alone. That requires not just naval capability, seemstorepea or“less,”but “right”. Thy
requires not The ramifications are already evident.  but strategic foresight — and a recognition thesametruth:  from precision treatment to precision balance — knowing what
jus[ naval qu risk insurance premmms have been  thatthe balance between law and leverage Neither is enough, what is too much, and what each individual truly
capability, but repriced to jtivelevels, ~ atseaisonce againin flux. deprivationnor needs Healthisnotthevictory ofexces Itistheartofal
3 deterri transit.
strat?g[c ‘With shipping lines delaying, rerouting, or The writer is a retired naval officer and excess creates The writer it It i istat Lil
foresight suspending operations, flows of crude oil former head of the maritime policy health Research Centre based in Mumbai, a Padma Shri awardee and.
and LNG have been sharply curtailed. The initiative at ORF, New Delhi ipie hipat AACE 2026
40 YEARS AGO Chernobyl disaster Congress (l) MLAshotdead territory and hospitality toincite violence,

April 29,1986
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('Amg-l'bT. among
two shot dead

™
froms Mar 35

ANUCLEAR accident, claimed to be the
first one in the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR), was reported today at
the Chernobyl atomic power plant in
Ukraine. Without ioning the number

SANT SINGH Gill, Congress (I) MLA from
Beas, and Pradeep Kumar, a security guard
of Surinder Kumar Billa, Rashtriya Hindu
Sangathan leader, were gunned down ina
hspurt of terrorist violence in Punjab.

of people affected and the magnitude of
the accident, a Tass report said an inquiry
had been ordered intothe disaster. The
of government
in the USSR narmally follows major catas-
trophes, and this has been no exception.
The people “affected” in the accident
were being treated, and “measures are
being undertaken to eliminate the conse-
quences of the accident,” the Tass
report said.

epaper.indianexpress.mm.. .

Extraditiontreaty sought

INDIA TONIGHT sought West German help
in combating terrorism and underscored

terrorism, and separatism in India." Appar-
ently referring to activities of “pro-Khalis-
tan” activists in West Germany, the Indian
Prime Minister said it was this which im-
parted added urgency to the need to con-
clude a suitable extradition treaty in the
near future.

ProposaltosetupNSG
THEUNION cabinetis understood to have

the need to have an fition treaty be-
tween the two countries. Speaking ata
dinner in honour of West German Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl, Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi said, “We look to your cooperation
to curb the activities of those who misuse

today a proposal for setting up
aNational Security Guard. The task of this
separate and specialised force would be to
deal with the problem of terrorism. The
meeting of the cabinet was presided over
by the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

King Charles must do his best

to wrest some diplomatic advantage
from an ill-timed trip, which Trump
will treat as a personal tribute.

— The Guardian
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Alis bringing the battle to the door of the
national-security bureaucracy

4.' -
RAJAMANDALA
C RAJA MOHAN

INGAPORE'S FOREIGN minister,

Vivian Balakrishnan, has opened

awindow into the future of diplo-

macy. Ina Facebook post, he de-

clared that “the diplomat who
learnstowork with Al will havea meaningful
edge”. Theremark accompanied hisunveil-
ingofapersonal Alagent using open-source
software and alow-cost computer.

‘That a sitting foreign minister coded his
own Al assistant is remarkable; that he pub-
lished the entire architecture on GitHub is
even moreso. how i
Al tools have become, how entry barriersto
using Alare lowenng. and how profound]y
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ILLUSTRATION: CR SASIKUMAR

the first technological disruption of the pro-
fession. The telegraph in the 19th century
collapsed physical distance, allowed capitals
toinstruct envoys in real time, and reduced
theautonomy of “plenipotentiaries”.

The rise of mass communication and
radio brought public opinion into foreign
policy, forcing diplomats to operate under
constant scrutiny. The internet revolution

i toevery corner

of global politics, accelerating information

as-

sessment. Al differs from these earlier tech-

nologies because it introduces a new kind
ofagency.

Al tools do not merely relay informa-
tion; they interpret, predict, and simulate.
They can act as an intellectual sparring
partner — capable of parsing complex
treaty language, forecasting crises, and
identifying creative compromises that
human negotiators might miss. But in the
end, it cannot replacethe essence of diplo-
macy: Empathy, trust-building, and per-
suasion in pursuit of national interest.

Ayear dfter
Pahalgam:
Take stock,
consolidate

s
-

.

'YASHOVARDHAN AZAD

NKASHMIR, time doesnot passinstraight lines; it circles

backthrough memory, disruption, and uneasy calm. One

year after Pahalgam, the Valley appears composed once

again — tourists have returned, roads are busy, the

rhythms of life restored. But if the state’s response since

then has been to project normalcy, the time has come to ask a

harder question: Was that normalcy real, or merely held in

place? A year on, what is required is not commemoration, but
clear-eyed scrutiny.

The Pahalgam anack revealed wha¥ may be descnbed asa

archical — struggles to keep pace with the

they could reshap practice.
The Al assistant that Balakrishnan built
is not a regular chatbot. It connects to the
minister’s communication channels, pro-
cesses voice notes and images, schedules

velocity y

gowing weight of the cnguitive load onits
Itoolswill

as a force multiplier in modern chplomacy

Awell-tuned Al system can draft commu-

human dimensions of their craft: Deeper
awareness of other societies, political judg-
ment and relationship-building.
Balakrishnan himself has drawn a clear
line between Al augmentation and Alauto-
mation indiplomatic work. Speaking at the

As Al “second-brain” tools spread
through foreign ministries, the asymmetry
between prepared and unprepared diplo-
‘matic corps will widen. And as media, aca-
demia, and civil society gain accesstosimilar
tools, the foreign policy discourse will

terror tri

—a invol-

body-mot

ving local logistical support, foreign-trained commandos. and
carefully chosen global timing. The use of M4 carbines and

adual tive: Tactical

lethality on the ground and propaganda amplification in the
digital domam Theaimwas not merely toinflict casualties, but

tasks, and 7cruclally7 retains niqués inmi; -check decades UN Security Council last September, he  broaden. This may fet but o ic disruption and di ic fallout,
memory. Unlike c AT oftreaties fc Tr could genemle warned that dlplomacy haslongassumed italsoi foreis The . however, has not been static. From urban
that forget everythii i his  alternative thm it — offices, which must now respond to a more checkpoints and visible detenence, me security grid’s focus has
Al assistant extracts facts, ent and improve the choices fcr technologically empowered audience — shifted to high-altituds ing Operation
into a knowledge graph, and recalls them  the political decision-makers. each shaped by unique cultural, pollncal both friendly and hostile. Smdoor there hasbeena pusb toflushout foreign militants em-
when needed. Balakrishnan describes it as Inthe past, diplomatic advantage often and economic characteristics. Likeinso many other domains, Alis be- thePirF nu)d(auu Kupwararanges.
an “invaluable” research assistantand ad-  flowed from sheer manpower. Major If diplomatic decision-makingisout-  ginning to envelop one of the most conser- Thit inal recalibration — the fighttothead-
mits, “Idon’t dareswitchit off” powers could overwhelm smaller delega- sourced to machines, that assumption  vative professmns diplomacy and state- versary’ssanc than infiltrati -
Diplomacy hasalways restedontwopil-  tions by deploying large teams of experts. tress. T isnothypo-  craft. 's ATassistant it ly latei b: | vulnerable yeteconomi-
lars: Institutional memory — the accumu-  Alchangesthat equation. A five-persondel- thetical. I intosimulatene-  of several new tools that will emerge in the cally critical zones — such as the high-altitude meadows of
lated record of who said what, when, and  egation equipped with asovereign Al stack gotiation ‘option: comingyears. Foreign otﬁcesare amongthe Baisaran — are being brought under layered surveillance.
why in the engagement between govern-  could possibly match the analytical and and model crisis the i ivent] Yet, terror’s deeper eﬁfect liesin its abl.llty to dlsrupt nar-
ments — and individual craft, honed drafting capacity of a 50-person mission. tolet them decnde will grow. While Alcan  their work. But they have no choice but to ratives. Undoi 1 fpeace, it
through yearsof fati iper- This ical levelling empowers scanvast patterns,itcan  adapt to the Al revolution. The battle be- i 1 i Itisthere-
suasion at home. A self-learning Al system  middle powers and small states to shape alsomake serious ermmn mlerpreunghls» tween the inertia of the national-security thatthe recoveryand
does not replace either; it reorganisesand  agendas rather than merely re- toryor present circum- and the speed of Al-driven rebranding, with tourism at its centre, The Udhampur-Srina-
i It instituti spond tothem. " stances. Assistants like NanoClaw, change will be an rail link project : mative,
ory instantly searchable and aids the diplo- The deeper transformation lies As Alsystems beginto used by Balakrishnan, are getting ~ onetowatchinDelhi. and isbei byi outreach.
matsabilitytoassesstherelevantcontextin  elsewhere — in what Al removes. simulate negorjation betteratcontextual understanding, On the diplomatic front, the approach to Pakistan requires

real time.

Balakrishnan's experiment is part of a
wider trend. Foreign ministries across the
world are beginning to embed Al tools into
their workflows. The old machinery ofdiplo-
matic craft — slow, paper-bound, and hier-

‘Much of diplomatic work is proce-
dural drudgery — drafting, sum-
marising, cross-referencing, and
record-keeping. Al eliminates this
“documentary friction”, freeing di-

outcomes, generate policy

options, and model crisis
responses, the temptation to

letthem decide will grow

but they remain far from rephca[—

The writeris a contributing editor on
SR s

ingt t i politi-

deia Institute of

cal nuance, weigh setinginter-

ests, and judge the mood of a
counterpart.

Al'simpactondif isnot

American Studies at Jindal Global University and
the Council on Strategic
and Defence Research, Delhi
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What we forget
to teach our students

ingamajor

Herculeantask

IT1Struethat theelections MyTHRI SUDHAKAR

inBengal are taking place

amidstthe deletion ofalarge THEBIG-fish-little-pond effectisatheory by porton Tk ic facilities
numberofvoters from the rolls. Herbert Marsh that states that equally able like TeleMANAS, suicide helplines, private
But thisisalso Mamata Banerjee individuals have lower academic self-con- platforms like YourDost, and several Al-
and her own party’s doing cepts m h:gher -ability environments (top- based applications. Yet, we find ourselves
(‘Inthe West Bengal election, the tierinstit low-ability en: going around in circles, asking what more
anatomy of exclusion’, IE, April vironments. The four deathsby suicide over needstobedone.

28).She could have returned the thepast NITK tell The problem lies in how we only look at
balltothe EC’s court had she usfar d i onesideofthecoin, asthough mental heaith
cooperated with the ECin, carry on “mental health” ever could. The dedica- and distress are conditions that require a
ingout the SIR within th tion and mental forti ittakes forateen- “cure”, Distressisauniversal experience. The
lated time. agertocrackthe JEEand atanIIT reasonsand intensity may vary, but the feel-

‘Madhusree Guha, Kolkata

Alawtodivide

FAIZAN MUSTAFA'S piece is
bold and necessary (‘In Punjab,
on sacrilege law, a dangerous
politics, IE, April 28). However,
free speech cannot be treated as
anabstract principled h

orNITisimmeasurable. Ifsomeone wasable
to weather that pressure at a formative age
and earn admtssmn toone of the country s

most. jtutes,

that
shipissues or academic stress?

Every week, the medical officer sends at
least two students to my office. “I had self-
harm ideation during my JEE preparation.

with relation-

dent, it may stem from self-p
demic incompetence, while for another, a

ing, more or less, is the same. For one stu-

piness. When the mind has never been pre-
pared to handle inevitable setbacks, every-
thing that once felt tolerable will suddenly
feelinsurmountable.

Perhaps it is time to move from supply-
driven support systems where help is made
available and students are expected to find
their way to it, toward something more de-
mand-driven where students are equipped
to recognise what they need and ask for it.
‘Whilewe prepare them foran exam, whynot

d aca-

forlife? Alife thatdoes not un-
foldin stralgnhnes. butinspirals. The resil-

clarity and composure. The
cross-border ecosystem of
support for terror remains in-
tact. Atthesametime, the geo-
political context is shifting.
Thelran war haselevated Pak-
istan’s diplomatic profile in
West Asia. Iran, given its long
border with Pakistan, cannot
afford sustained hostility orin-
stability in that corridor. And
Pakistan’s relationship with
the US will remain important.

For India, thelessonisone
of maturity as a rising power.
To react and complain loudly
at global forums after every
provocation risks signalling
weakness. Sporadic attacks
have occurred across governments and across doctrinal ap-
proaches — muscular and conciliatory alike. The answer lies
in i A is firm, silent, and It
may be time to revxew and call off Operation Sindoor, which

hasserved and transition toamore sus-
tainable posture.

Looki in prioriti lear. The C
sive Border tem, orsmart fencing,
must be d and fully i into border manage-
ment. must become the of surveillance
andresponse. i must evol
b : R
humanintelligence.

Equally important is the internal dimension. Restoring an
elected government inJ&K and gmnting statehood would

from material conditions and
the level of mass consciousness.
In the West, the Renaissance
and the Scientific Revolution
succeeded because they
dismantled feudal institutions
and were backed by rising capi-
talist forces. Thinkers could
critique Christianity because
the economic base had shifted.
India and Punjab never under-
went such a transformation. Co-
lonial industry was artificial,
and the emerging capitalist
class compromised with feudal-
religious orthodoxy instead of
confrontingit. As a result, litera-
ture, philosophy, and public
discourse remain chained to
sacred texts. The new law will
only deepen this stagnation.
ManuKant, viaemail

Prices consumers pay

THE CURRENT pricing system
serves neither consumers nor
oil companies well (‘India needs
aclear, rules-based framework
for petrol prices’, IE, April 28). A
framework linking pump prices
to crude costs, exchange rates,
and defined margins, would at
least make the trade-offs visible.
‘Transparent pricing builds pub-
lic trust and removes the arbi-
trariness that currently defines
every fuel revision.

KSakunthala, Coimbatore

My p:
chiatrist, soit wouldn'taffect myexam.” one
said. “She hasn't talked to me for three days

afterthat. Iwonderifsomeoneelse
is with her.” broke down another
final-year student. As alarming as
itis to hear these accounts, it is
equally heartening that they are
willing to talk about it to a profes-
sional, that they are ready to learn
how tocope.

Atthe same time, considerable
efforts are being made by the state
to strengthen mental-health sup-

Distress is a universal
experience. The goal is not to
eliminateit, but to regulate it,

tokeep it within tolerable
levels so that it does not
consume alife that still has so
much ahead of it

preparing foranexaminationisnot
inherentlyabadidea. Butbelieving
thatlifewill fall intoplace once you
clearit, that happinessiswaitingon
theotherside, iswherethe linegets
crossed. This is what psychologist
‘Tal Ben-Shahar called the “arrival
fallacy”, the false belief that reach-

them that a pufferfish and ajellyfish each
have their own remarkable abilities regard-
less of the size of the pond they find them-
selves in. Comparison is inevitable, losing,
yourselftoitis not.

Theauthoris empanelled as consultant
psychologist at NIT. Andhra Pradesh

failed relationship. Thegoal isnot toelimin-  ience, the and ility. CM Omar Abdullah
ateit, but to regulate it, to keep it within tol- abﬂ.l[y [o say" “Tam not okay”, rh&ce are not must have a deﬁ.necl ro]e in the security grid; friction be[ween
itdoesnotc life toeducation. They are, ity, LG vs CM. i
thatstill has so much ahead of it. arguably. the most important thinga young coherence. Public sennmen( 00, has shifted. The shock that
Getting studentsto come forwardand  person can leave campus with. once deﬁned responses has given way toamore vigilant, and at
talk is the real issue that needs to be ad- The them times di: public mood. Today’s frustrations are more
dressed. As long as students are not taught  Itistime it also raught them to sit with un- admxmstrauve from smart metering issues to perceptions o[
thatitisokaytospeak: too  certainty, to | to ask for help Tk if
heavy, as long as they are not taught com-  without i c ility that security Kk to protect.
passion for othersand forthem-  themselves. The big fish-little pond effect Ulti one year after the lesson lies not in
selves, they will not practise it. cannever lyavoided. There will al larmi ion, but in balance. Thegains in security must
Spending yearsand moneyon  be a bigger fish. But what we can do is tell bec with equal ion to polity and

Kashmirtoday is neither astory of resolution nor one of relapse;
itisacontinuum that must be managed with care. It remains a
work in progress— one that demands patience, precision, and
quiet resolve.

The writer d. ial di I B

secretary (security), Government of Indlia;
and Central Information Commissioner

Dennis Kux unravelled the puzzle of US

Franklin Rooseveltto George H W Bush.
Theearly1990swerea i

1969 and had a ringside view of the Nixon-
Kissinger era and the bloody birth of Bang- ch

What
latil

India ties

and Pakistan 1947-2000 : Disenchanted

phase  Allies, in2001. Theend notes are

-~
C UDAY BHASKAR

ESTRANGED DEMOCRACIES and Disen-
chanted Allies sum up, in a very pithy
manner, the distinctive texture of the

roubled turbulent: i the
US developed with India and Pakistan re-
spectively during the Cold War decades.
These phrases are thetitles of two highly ac-
claimed books by Dennis Kux (born 1931), a
former US ambassador and diplomatic his-
torian who passed away in France in late
March. Born in London, Kux, who was of
Austrian origin, joined the US Foreign Ser-
vice in 1955 and retired in 1989 after serving
as ambassador to the Ivory Coast. He was
posted to Pakistan first in 1957 and again in

ladesh. One of the early T:

friendly,

pentsinthe US foreign service, Kuxserved in
senior positions in the South Asian bureau
at the US State Department, including as
country director. The South Asian dilemma,
apropos of American foreign policy, con-
tinued toengage him. After retirement, Kux
was offered a fellowship at the National
Defenermvemty

asitwere, for

not estranged?” The puzzle was unravelled
with the professional acumen of a seasoned
diplomat and the academic rigour of are-
searcher, and the result was a 500 pawe
tome, i

in the troubled India-US bilateral after the

collapse of theSoviet Union. PM Narasimha

Rao was in the saddle — valiantly dea]mg
ithmultipl g6 d-

over 60 pages and are a treasure trove for
understanding the contradictions that
lague Pakistan. Kux's sagamous observa-

some

ingthe ™ estraugemem with the US wasa

Asia provides much grist for the mill in the

how thy

his deepe)q)loranou oI‘US foreign policy to-
wards India: “One of the things that most
puzzled and frustrated me was the uneven
patternof US-India relations, the swingsbe-
tween periods of cooperation and antagon-
ism, i ofthe
relauonshlp Why was it that these demoo

Democr major priority. ¢not-  currentcontext. He notes: “Geography con-
United States 1941-1991, in1993.1t  ing, “Forindia,a i i the ti ive Paki: ici
was the first comprehensive volume that ~ Unil i i ‘westerr, -
provided an objective Amencan accountof  approach initiated by the Janata govem— tral Asia.” The current talks Paklslan)sfaclll~
dfrom  mentinthelate1970sand JSand
. . Gandhi’s 1982 visit to Washington.” The Bﬂl evance and the value that Rawalpindi wﬂl
Estranged Democracies'wasthe ¢y forthe  continue to have for the White House. In-

first comprehensive volume that
provided an objective American
account of how the complex
bilateral relationship

epaper.indianexpresgom.. .

bllateral relanonshm and PM Atal Bihari

deed, Dennis: l(mc’scunmbunonmmappmg
US-South Asia i

clear Rubicon in May 1998 embled the be-
ginningofacautious “engagement” between
Delhi and Washington.

Equally definitive is The United States

)
|

will remain luminous and unsurpassed.

The writer is director,
Saciety for Policy Studies, New Delhi
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Why power grid
is facing the most
strain at night

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, April 28

ASSOARING temperatures push India’s peak power con-
sumption to record highs, the stress on the grid has be-
come pronounced at night, when nearly 150 GW (giga
watt, or 1000 mega watts) of solar capacity goes offline
after sundown. Data from the Grid Controller of India
(Grid India) shows a shortage in meeting peak demand
over the past few days during non-solar hours— typically
between 6 PMand 6 AM — when solar generation is not
available. During this period, the system usually relies on
conventional sources such as coal, gas, hydro, nuclear
and wind to meet demand.

Peak demand figures, whether daily or monthly, are
largely statistical reference points, as they reflect the
highest load recorded at any moment on a particular day
duringagiven period, often for abrief duration.

Accordingto Grid India data, Saturday saw peak
demand surge toa record high of 256 GW, alongside a peak
shortfall of around 4.2 GW at 10:39 PM. A day earlier, peak
demand was 240 GWat 10:34 PM, with the shortfall peak-
ing atabout 5.4 GW. Asimilar shortage was also witnessed
duringevening peak demand, recorded at 8 PM daily. No-
tably, on both days, the daily peak demand was recorded
ataround 3:45 pm, and was met without any shortage.

Coal plants affected by heat

The primary reason for the shortfall during non'so[ar
hours wasaspike in forced and partial outages,

1hr, 59 mins, 30 secs. Behind his feat: science, shoes and strategy

MIHIR VASAVDA

SABASTIAN SAWE reached the halfway
point of the 42.195km run in 1 hour and 29
seconds. By all conventional logic, the sec-
ond half should have been slower. It is al-
most always the case in marathons. From
that point on, it stops being
about speed and becomes a %
question of fuel, of how long the
body can hold the line before it
runs empty.

But Sawe, 30, didn't follow that script.
The Kenyan held his pace deep into the
race and got faster, as he became the first
person to break the two-hour barrier in
an official marathon on Sunday, win-
ning the London Marathon in 1:59:30.

The groundwork for this had
been laid hours earlier: a simple
breakfast of two bread slices
with honey and tea, followed
by a meticulously planned in-
race strategy that delivered up
to 115 grams of carbohydrates
per hour, an amount once con-
sidered difficult for the body to tolerate.

Carb intake during marathons
na long before the legs give

to officials aware of the matter. While planned outages
were expected to be limited to around 3 GW on both days,
forced and partial outages surged to nearly 26 GW, The
Indian Expresslearned from government sources.

Anothersenior official attributed the gap between de-
mand and supply during non-solar hoursto forced outages
at coal-based power plants, which the official said stood at
around 18 GW. “There was also a partial outage of around 3~
4GW.So, thetotal outa d 21 GW,” the official said

Aplanned maintenance shutdown of a generation
unit is atemporary pause to perform crucial repairs, in-
spections, and upgrades that cannot be done while the
plantis running. In contrast, forced outages are

disrupti au; Yy ical faults,
equipment failures, or fuel constraints.

The high level of such outages on Friday and Saturday
was largely driven by extreme heat conditions, which put
additional stress on generation equipment and reduced
plant availability precisely when demand was peaking
late in the evening. On these two days, the country’s ther-
mal power plants generated 184-187 GW out of an
installed capacity 0f 227 GW.

What makes this year different

Spotelectricity prices in the country have also sharply
increased at night, reflecting stress on the grid as scorch-
ing temperatures drive demand for power torun
appliances like air conditioners. Data from Indian Energy
Exchange (IEX), the country’s biggest power trading
bourse, shows the spot price of electricity in the Day
Ahead Market segment touching the maximum regula-
tory limit of Rs 10 per kilowatt hour (KWh) at night before
decliningto around Rs 1.5 per KwH during the day.

Traditionally, electricity demand peaks during
summer (June-July) orearly autumn (September-
October), driven by widespread air-conditioner use
across households and businesses. This year, however,
the surge in power demand has occurred in April itself.

The last time annual peak demand was reached this
early in the year was in 2022-23.

*Spot prices wentup during nighthours
12

MCP (RS/KWH)
N s o e

N oe o NTRRANINTCRENIRERANS
HOUROF THE DAY (TWO-DAY PERIOD)

*MARKET ELLAR\NG PRICE (MCP)IS APRICE AT WHICH ELECTRICITY IS TRADEDL ITIS
Y OFFERS. SOURCE: IEX

way, the body faces a subtler crisis. Gly-
cogen, the stored carbohydrate that powers
sustained effort, is finite. At an elite pace,
itdrainsfast. And whenit’s gone, the slow-
down is abrupt, punishing. Runners call it
“the wall”, but it’s raallv afuel failure.
more
carbohydrates mid-race, has always come
with a catch. Carbs help build energy, but
the gut can only handle so much. Push
beyond that limit, and the stomach revolts.
“So, the companies started making a
concentrated carbohydrate source, which
isagel,” said MihiraKhopkar, whowas the
Indian contingent’s nutritionist at the 2024
Paris Olympics. “However, it causes gastro-
intestinal (GI) upsets among the athletes
becauseitcansitintheirstomachs, making
them feel bloated, heavy and uncomfort-
able. Some even complained of diarrhoea,
because there is no blood supply tothe gut
~all the blood supply is to the muscles.”

Technological advancements

thy regularin-
tervals and pushed those very boundaries.
But with adifference: the technology used

At20km,
he combined
the carb mix with
acaffeinegel.

sFaster 2nd half, fuelled by over 100 g of carbs

Sawe consumed
over 100 g of
carbs during the |
raceinthe form
- of gel every 5km |

1STHALF
0:59:01

2NDHALF

most metronomic.

Every 20 minutes, aligned with aid sta-
tions, hetook a hydrogel. Not reactively, not
when fatigue hit, but proactively, b
body could dip into deficit.

According to Joshua Rowe, head of
sports tech at Maurten, Sawe drank 160 ml
of the carbohydrate drink at 5, 10, and 15
km. At20 km, he tooka caffeinated energy
gelalongwitha160 ml capsule of the drink.
Caffeine sharpens focus and dulls the sen-
sation of effort. And at 25, 30,35and 40 km,
‘hehad moreof the carb mix, each of 160 ml.

Rowe said this kind of gut capacity had

in the gels he consumed changed how the 1:59:30 tobetrained, which they did by mimicking

body recejved the his exact race-day schedule. “This was
hehad aimed at progressively conditioning his

clenved from seaweed, and pectin, a natu- gut, reducing the risk of GI distress,” Rowe

ral fibre found in fruits, to form a protective was quoted as saying.

gel matrix. Khopkar explained that in this The effect was subtle but decisive: a

semi-solid state, the hydrogel behaves steady stream of glucose into the blood-

much likeasponge, itsstructure filled with stream, no spikes, no crashes, nopanic late

microscopic pores that hold and transport in the race. While others risked fading,

concentrated carbohydrates efficiently Race—day Sawe maintained equilibrium.

ol P
through the digestive system. Those pl’OtOCOl Hol ding theline
energy,” Khopkar said. Sawe’s run was As the race entered its decisive phase,
Maurten, a Swedish sports nutrition builtona Sawe was managing momentum. His gly-
brand, developed this technology. principle of cogenstores, though heavily taxed, had not
. . o emptied. His muscles still had access to
Plan measured in minutes mn:i;?ucd’ fuel. His mind remained clear, his stride
Sawe's run was built on this principle of CODIIIIONS. controlled.

controlled, continuous fuelling. Sports fuelling. He covered the distance from 20 t0 25

scientists from Maurten developed Sawe’s ° kmin14:47. Last year in Berlin, he covered

fuelling protocol over the last 12 months, Seientists also that distance in15:05. His final 10 km were

‘when they made six trips to Kenya, spend- even quicker: he covered it in 28:53in Lon-

ing32days there with him. Theyalso devel- developeda don, compared with 29:14 in Berlin.

opeda plananda  gut-training plan Sawe sped towards the finish line at an
race-day protocol to enha.nce Sawe’s GI tol- and race-day average pace of 2.50 minutes per km. And
erance for day. protocol to by the time he crossed the tape, he’d

iti 1so used sodium bi- T ' achieved sporting immortality. The hours

Sawe put in training, running 30 km daily,
showed that training still built the engine.

carbonate to neutralise lhe lactic acxd cifbintake
buildup that causes >
inmuscles.

Oncethe wasal-

But fuelling now determines how long it

can runat full power.

E
1:00:29

Not the ‘sole’ factor:
‘Super shoes’ that
aided Sawe’s strides

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, April 28

TECHNOLOGY HAS always aided
runners. Even Roger Bannister, in his 1954
breakthrough mile run, removed the

shoecan feellike.” Alimited edition of the
shoe was launched on April 25, two days
before Sunday’s marathon. According to
the rules, thetechnology should be made
available to all before it is used in a race.
They are priced at $500.

extra weight from his shoes,
thespikesand covered thesoles
in graphite to optimise trac-
4e tion. Innovation isn't new.
S% What's changedis the science.
= Enter the shoes that Sabastian
Sawe wore: the Adidas Adizero Adios
ProEvo3. Atjust 97 grams, they areamong
the lightest elite racing shoes ever built,
roughly 30% lighter than their prede-
cessors. To put it in perspective, one pair
of shoes roughly weighs as much as four
pairs of socks or less than a bar of soap.
But weight is only part of the story. Be-
neath the minimal uppersitsa potentcom-
bination of carbon-infused structure and
ultra-responsive “Lightstrike Pro” foam,
engineered to enhance power and effi-
ciency. The carbon technology that wraps
around the midsole helps maintain run-

tanglble uptol6%i unprovememmrun-
ningec 1potentiallyas
compared to lastyear’s models. The fore-
foot area, softer and bouncier, alone de-
livers an 11% increase in energy return,
turning each stride into a controlled re-
bound rather than a drain.

The desxgn bormws from unexpected

inspired by kite-
surfing sails — light, tensile, and built for
forward momentum. It’s no surprise the
brand dubbed it “arecord-breakerbefore
it'sevenlaced up”

‘What separates the Evo 3 from earlier
‘super shoes' is how it strips away every-
thing that doesn’t translate into forward
motion. The midsole design has been
fi di i

dist:

way
weight.  inminimal gyloss. Ital lted in

TheAdmemAdlost Evo%lsthe cul-  reducing ground contact time while pre-
mination of servi ility. The c: i rod:

development cycle overseen by Pamck
Nava, the Italian engineer who has been
central to Adidas’ performance footwear
pushssince joining the company in 2019.
Ratherthanrelyingsolelyonlabinno-
vation, the process blended precision en-
gineering at the German shoe manufac-
urer's headquarters in Herzogenaurach,
with extensive real-world testing across
the high-altitude training environments
of Kenya and Ethiopia, where elite
runners could provide direct feedback
under race-like physlologxcal stress.

act like springboards tuned to gait cycle.

For Sawe, those marginal gains be-
came meaningful deep into therace. “The
bigdifference isit’ssolightand very com-
fortable," he said. Tigst Assefa, who won
the women's marathon and set a world
record, said it was down to shoes that
“allow meto run fast”, apart from years of
discipline and hard work.

This is the third version of the shoe,
which has quickly gained popularity
among long-distance runners. Adidas
worked with Sawe, Yomif Kejelcha and

“Atthatlevel,every matter
— we were measuring things down to the
nearest nanogram,” said Nava, Adidas’ VP
of running, accordingtothe BBC. “Itwasa
long process, but it's led to something we
believe genuinely changes whatarace-day

Assefz the last three years to produce

the shoe played a big role in his breaking
thetwo-hourbarrier. They might not have
been the sole factor that made the mo-
ment, but the shoes amplified it.

eShoesshaved off the minutes

The super-sh beginning 2016, h: hon records tumble
ATHLETE MARATHON TIME YEAR
PaulTergat " Berin NN 20455 2003
Haile Gebrselassie " Berlin _ 2007
Haile Gebrselassie | Berlin I 2008
Patrick Makau Berlin N 2:03:38 201
Wilson Kipsang 'Berlin P 20323 2013
Denniskimetto | Berln GGG 20257 | 2014
BludKipchoge | Berln MMM 20139 | 208 |
EiudKipchoge | Berin NSNS 20109 | 2022 |
KelvinKiptum [ Chicago IEG_—_———— 2:00:35 [ 2023 :
" SabastianSawe | London 15930 | 20%6 |
meTE
-
Curved e M?’4 :
‘rocker’ design =

~  footforward

plate to propel

Thick foam

—_— layers
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Indonesia’s new biofuel push could

stood at around $7.8 billion as 0f 2025. The
proposed B0 biodiesel
to partially substitute these imports with

desunanons such as IheEU(e 8., deforest-

ing, thefood processing industry, and indus-

aims

Oveml[, the policy serves multiple ob-

palmoil). trial sectors such as soaps and oleochemi-
cals. Asupply-demand imbalance inglobal

EXPERTEXPLAINS
PRERNA PRABHAKAR

FELLOW AT THE CENTRE FOR SOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS

palm oil-based fuel. This policy push
comes during a period of heightened geo-
political uncertainties and a recent surge
in global oil prices, which have crossed
$100 per barrel in recent days.

‘The policy also aligns with Indonesia’s
broader sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
roadmap. From 2027 onwards, the govern-
ment has indicated that ﬂxghts operating

AMIDTI-[Esurge inoil pnom because of the
Tranwar, is

B50, ablend of 50% palmoil-based biodiesel
and 50% conventional diesel. The fuel is
being tested and should be in use by July
Thiscould
pricier cooking oil in India, which relies
heavily on Indonesian palm oil imports.

What’s driving Indonesia’s push?
Indonesia’s net imports of crude oil

from Soekarno-Hatta Airport
and I Gusti Ngurah Rai International Air-
port are expected to begin using aviation
fuel blended with around 1% SAF, pots
tially derived from palmoil. While the initial

jectives: reducing import dependence on
crude oil, stabilising domestic palm oil de-
mand, advancingalternative fuel adoption,
and contributing to emissions reduction
goals, positioning Indonesia as an emerg-
ing green energy leader in the region.

How might this reshape lobal
m ;

markets is therefore likely to translate into
higherimport prices, with broad-based spill-
overs. These include rising household ex-
penditure, elevated food inflation, and in-
creased input costs for industry, potentially
feeding into higher output prices.

While India can pamal]y adjust by i m—

creasingimpontsc

tl itutionislimited. Imports

for India?

As Indonesia accounts for half of global
palm oil exports(asof 2024), the shift toward
aBS50 programme, which reorients supply
fron d h 4

blending ratio is modest, it signals Indone-
sia’s intent to extend us bmfucl strategy
beyond road trai

tion, is expected to significantly influence
global palm oil markets Export: avm]ahmty

Inparallel, the expansxon of| bwfuel use

will tighten, pricesup.
For India, the 1mpllcat|ons are particu-

isaimed at g palm oil
producers by absorbing surplus supply
within the domestic market,

larly 1d$8.5
billion of palm oil, and more than 50% of it
ia (as0f2024). Palmoil

light of i i keyexpnrt

used across d cook-

of sunflower oil (primarily from Russia and
Ukraine) and soybean oil (from Argentina

Moreover, t

make cooking oil expensive in India

‘Why is India such amajorimporterof Is palm oil-based biodiesel
vegetable oils? clmlale-posiuve"

ias for ils has far | can beenvironmentally benefi-
exceeded its domestic supply, driven bya  cial when itis pmduced fmm exxstmg re-

growing population and rising

tion. Akey structural reason for this gap is
low farm productivity in oilseeds, which re-

ments, ratherthan expanslon l!owever, lf
feedstock req

sultsin lower yields per hectare
with global benchmarks,
Another important factor is the policy
incentive structure, The farming commu-
nity has largely responded to Minimum
Support Price (MSP) signals, which have
traditionally favoured cereals such as

or ~n(‘h 1
new| impact
can turn naganve. potentially offsetting or
even exceeding the emissions savings from
replacing fossil fuels, For Indonesia, which
already has large-scale palm plantations
and relatively high yields, biodiesel expan-

and Brazil) are relatlvely smallermvolume wheat and rice. Thxs hasled to ively sionunder like BS0 can be
lower inoilseeds.  closer to climate-positive outcomes, pro-

sourced from distant markets, increasing Interms of alternatives topalm oil, the  vided {hatﬁmher land expauslon is’ ].umted
nextbest soybeanand  and i

both cost and supply-chain risks,

Atthesame time, thereisa potential up-
side for the domestic edible oil sector.
Higherinternational prices can incentivise
greater domestic producuon of oilseeds,
benefiting far price
realisation and potentially strengthening
the domestic value chain over time.

epaper.indianexpress;com .. -

rd oil. However, i

ForIndia,

oil (from Russia and Ukraine) and soybean
oil (from Argentina and Brazil) are typically
more expensive than palm oil and involve
longersupply chains. Mustard oil, whiledo-

and regional consumption preferences.

‘
e | B ]

isaconstraint, feedsmck based biofuel lex-
pansiondoesnot
limate-friendly caling biofuel
may require diverting food crops or expan-
ding cultivation, raising concerns around
land use, food security and resource stress.
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More thana
Bengal battle

The outcome of the TMC vs BJP contest will
shape Indian politics in the near term

isitors to India may be forgiven for thinking

there’s only one election, perhaps two, in the

current election cycle. Tamil Nadu is as

electorally relevant (from the perspective of
the Lok Sabha) as West Bengal and saw a keen three-
way contest whose outcome could go any way, butitis
the latter that has captured mind- and column-space
and air-time. That shouldn't surprise anyone; along
with Tamil Nadu and Kerala, West Bengal presents the
last frontier for the national political hegemon, the
Bharatiya Janata Party. On a high from having its
nominee named chief minister of Bihar (which has
never had a BIP CM thus far), the party believes it now
has an opportunity to break through in the home
ground of Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the founder of
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, a precursor to the BJP. In the
second and last phase of the assembly elections in the
state, 142 constituencies will vote Wednesday.

For the BJP, the conquest of Bengal is important in
multiple ways. The state has almost been an
ideological no-go zone for the party since
independence: The Congress, the CPI/CPM-led Left
Front, and the incumbent Trinamool Congress (TMC)
have dominated politics by claiming to be custodians
of an inclusive, secular Bengal —an idea that all of
them claim is the antithesis of the BJP's Hindutva—
although the truth is that they have done so by
controlling what Dwaipayan Bhattacharya referred
toas “party society”, decentralised networks of local
strongmen who control all aspects of life and work in
the state. Winning West Bengal would be an
ideological triumph for the party, cementing its
electoral dominance across a contiguous region
stretching from West to East. The BJP has pitched its
aggressive restatement of identity politics and hard
borders in contrast to the TMC'’s patronage politics,
though an all-party consensus prevails on welfare
schemes. Ironically, such a framing has enabled the
TMC, seeking to return to power for the fourth time,
to brand itself as an insider championing Bengali
identity and adopt the posture of an opposition party
rather than speak in the language of a party of
government. A win for the TMC would energise the
ranks of the Opposition, although it may also
strengthen the chorus for a non-Congress leadership.

The outcome, which will be clear on May 4 when
the votes are counted, will, however, depend on who
controls the party society now.

The federal balance is
slowly tilting away from
equity considerations in
favour of performance-
based federal
arrangements

he defeat of the I31st Con-

stitutional Amendment

Bill in Parliament affords

an opportunity to wrest

the delimitation debate

from narrow partisan con-
cernsand open a wider conversation
on India’s federal bargain.

First, it is essential to call out the
bills for what they were. The women's
reservation debate was settled in 2023
with the passage of Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam Act. The Act, in its
wisdom, linked women’s reservation
to the census and subsequent delimi-
tation — with no attendant rush to
conduct the census. To implement
women's reservation, all that is
needed is to delink women'’s reserva-
tion from the census and delimitation,
and operationalise reservation as a
flat 33% of the current strength of the
Lok Sabha and state legislatures. The
goal was, perhaps, to make the coun-
try swallow delimitation without
debate. It is this intent that has been
defeated.

However, the urgency to arrive ata
political settlement on delimitation is
even greater now, for the issue will
reignite in 2027 when the census is
completed. The challenge is well rec-
ognised. Having frozen parliamentary

seats across states since 1971, India

Delimitation, with a new
federal compactin mind

hand, the southern states are

wide in i
cal representation, Population growth
has widened sharply across the coun-
try. The more populous northern and
eastern parts of the country are now
significantly underrepresented. How-
ever, given the scale of divergence
between states, any delimitation
based solely on a population criterion
will resultin states that have success-
fully controlled population growth —
largely, but not restricted to, southern
India — losing heft in terms
of seats and, with it, their
political voice on the
national stage. Population
growth and economic devel-
opment are closely interre-

as a zero-
sum game, demanding that the 1976
freeze remain. But this demand
actively undermines the democratic
principle of one person, one vote, one
value. A more reasoned debate must
8o back to first principles.

Consider just one issue — the bal-
ance between equity and perform-
ance in diverse federal systems. In the
constitutional schema, equity in rep-
resentation (one person, one vote, one

value) and public services

The urgency toarri

isgreater

now, for the issue will reignite in 2027 when the census is completed. em

posals to resolve the delimitation
quagmire ranging from the political
demand to maintain the freeze, intro-
duce GDP criterion in to the formulae
and the proposal to adop! the Euro-

‘Union government, through its cen-
tral schemes, routinely encroaches on
functions the constitution assigns to
states.
Unsurpnsmgly. for the voter, it is
ard

(via tax redistribution pean Parliament’ pmpor-
between Sl.'nes) weretoserve  tionality formt |h i )l levels of govemmem_ We
asthe f the fed- hy hat equity must be cannot debate representational equity

eral settlement. De facto, this
was achieved via some give-

lated. Inevitably, the less Yamini and-take. The delimitation
populous states have experi- Aiyar freeze was a willing compro-
enced more robust eco- mise. Poorer states gave up
nomic growth and thus con- representational equity. In

tribute a far greater share to

national revenues — a disproportion-
ate share of which is redistributed to
the poorer states.

Atstake is a broader re-negotiation
of the terms of India’s federal bargain,
set against the backdrop of a wide and
unbridgeable (at least, in the near
term) socioeconomic gap within the
country. For the moment, the debate
has been captured by partisan con-
cerns. The BIP has obvious electoral
incentives to push for delimitation. Its
conduct over the now-defeated bills,
ccompounded by the special intensive
revision (SIR) experience with all its
attendant problems and gerryman-
dering in Assam, makes it likely that it
will use delimitation to try and
entrench its power. On the other

the bargain they gained in
the fiscal realm as richer states abided
by the equity principle, ensuring
poorer states received a larger share
of raxes

moderated to malmam federal bal-

ance.

Butif this isIndia’s chosen path, its

consequences need serious debate.

Should the "one person, one vote, one

value” principle be held hostage to
1

without arriving at a basic national
level governance consensus — what
level of government should perform
what level of function.

There are several other aspects of
the fedcral arrangement that need

a stronger federal compact, how will
the federal system deal with inequal-
ity? After all, poorer regions need
greater resources and arguably better

gap between
states has widened, th|s too has
become untenable. Richer states are
now demanding a greater share of
their contribution to the nation’s tax
revenue. The federal balance is slowly
tilting away from equity considera-
tions in favour of performance-based
federal arrangements. Most recently,
the 16th Finance Commission intro-
duced a GDP-performance criterion
into its devolution formulae. This is a
significant shift away from the 1970s

to bridge the
nomic gap. If the goal of minimum
standards of public services toall citi-
zens is to be achieved, will equalisa-
tion be the sole responsibility of the
Union government? Will that risk
greater centralisation?

A second issue is that of power
sharing arrangements in the federal
system. India is amongst the most
centralised countries in the world.
Local governments have few powers.
MPs and MLA's, through the local

equity were balanced. Most of the pro-

und, have appro-
pnmed their consutuuonal role. The

MOre including
the slze of states, the role of the Rajya
Sabha. But this debate must be had on
principles.

Tamil Nadu has already demon-
strated what a principled federal
conversation could look like through
its high-level commission on Centre-
state relations. The INDIA bloc could
take it forward by widening the
debate across the country to forgea
vision for a renewed federal compact.
In 1996, a meeting of chief ministers
in Hyderabad issued a statement
titled Federalism Without a Centre. It
is time to revive that sentiment.

Yamini Aiyar is senior visiting fellow,
Brown University. The views expressed
are personal

Reviving the global
climate agenda

ndia recently submitted its updated Nationally
IDetermi.ned Contribution (NDC) —a voluntary

action plan expected of signatories to the UN's
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
— but made it conditional upon support from rich
nations. This seems pragmatic given that the
consensus on climate action has frayed significantly
over the past few years. The US, despite being one of
the largest historical current emitters of greenhouse
gases, has walked out of key agr on n

In Trumptalk, echoes of
new coarse diplomatese

shared the transcript of a talk-show

by American Right-wing commenta-

tor Michael Savage from his social media
account; Savage had termed Indiaa “hellhole
coumry and Indian immigrants to the US
“gangsters with laptops”. Angrv denuncia-

S President Donald Trump recently
l stoked widespread outrage after he

‘World countries” and toalso lay the basis for
the

Global South.

The degree of separation between Amer-
ica's internal ideological tussles and external
po[icies has been completely eroded under

Tru
The debasemem of the US into a brash and
d actor which has thrown out the

tions of Trumps
racist screed, demz\nds that he delele the post,

and calls for India to push back much more
forcefully underscore the charged emotions
in the aftermath.

But hurt feelings about national pride, hon-
our and stature are beside the point because
Trump is never going to retract, apologise or
back off from his heterodox, unfiltered and
unscripted mannerisms and deeds, which
originate in the brand of domestic politics
that he represents in the US.

In linguistic terms, Trump is
unlike any previous American presi-
dent. There is no pretence in his
ultra-populist utterances when it
‘comes to respecting time-tested tra-
ditions of diplomatic niceties and
political correctness,

Making offensive, arrogant, and
expletive-laden remarks against
other countries, their people and
leaders is a habit for Trump—a cal-

Sreeram
Chaulia

dxp]omauc playbook is mirrored by the other
contemporary great power, China, which has
adopted a fierce and feisty “Wolf Warrior
diplomacy” that harasses neighbours, taunts
rivals and snubs weaker countries.

The descent of China into a regional bully
has its own indigenous domestic roots within
current-day Chinese politics and the strong-
man cultaround President Xi Jmpmg, Despite
the vast differences in the regime types of
USand China, we are witnessing a wholesale
spillover of domestic venoms and
poisons into international attitudes
and approaches in the cases of both
these giants.

‘When the top two powers in the
world are ultra-nationalistic, it
affects the meaning of the world
order in which we are living. Leaders
are supposed to display restraint and
responsibility in spite of their
strength, so as to set an example and

culated art meant to arouse the i
spirits of his core white, Christian American
social base.

Trump reckons that he has been winning
elections precisely by discarding the “artificial
politeness™ and “fake conviviality” that have
been trademarks of his predecessors. He is
raw, volatile and irascible, and will remain so

efforts and turned actively hostile by deepening its
reliance on hydrocarbons. This has emboldened oil
economies to neglect decarbonisation, while nations
in favour of climate action remain unsure about the
future course.

Beyond pragmatism, however, India’s new NDC
sends three key signals. First, when a major economy
like India — with a heavy emission load —reiterates its
commitment to the climate action consensus, it sends
a strong signal of continued faith in this mechanism, a
renegade US notwithstanding. Second, tying the NDCs
to climate financing and technology transfer from
developed nations upholds the historical
responsibility principle. This is foundational for the
UNFCCC, and should convey to the non-US West that
any meaningful restoration of the consensus on
climate action will need it to actively support low- and
middle-income economies’ efforts. Third, an
assurance of intent and accountability on India’s part
emerges when the scaling up of ambition in the new
NDC s viewed together with the country meeting
some of its goals for the ongoing NDC period ahead of
schedule. This should inspire trust in its readiness to
lead the developing world by example.

Itis tough to centre attention on the climate crisis in
the face of wars and the shrinking of multilateral trade
governance. But India and other like-minded nations
must pull out all stops in reviving the climate agenda:
Submitting new NDCs is a good start.

as these traits are intrinsic to his image asan
i and

American leader.

Itis noteworthy that there isa total absence
of any guardrail between the language Trump
uses in domestic American politics and in his
interactions with the rest of the world. During
his first term as president, he explicitly
derided immigrants from the “shithole coun-
tries” of Africa, Latin America and the Carib-
bean and wondered aloud why the US does
not get “nice people” (i.e. Caucasians) from
Denmark, Norway or Sweden as immigrants,

attract ters, The coarse-
ness of language and degeneration of behav-
iour from both the US and China signal thata
new era, where being combative and not giv-
ingany quarter to anyone, including allies or
strategic partners, is the default. There is
no longer any inspirational leadership among
the most powerful players in the world and it
is futile to search for it when narrow ethno-
centrism and zero-sum mentalities are run-
ning riot.

‘The saving grace in this harsh, uncouth and
unforgiving age is the continued coming
together of like-minded countries, particularly
among rising, middle and small powers,
which find it comforting and stabilising to
stay within the old boundaries of genteel dip-
lomatese and steady accumulation of good-
will.

But even these adherents of classic strate-
gms of pauent long-term cooperation and coa-

His trademark slogan, “if
you import the Third World, you become the
Third World", is not just a racist meme in the
American Right-wing discourse but a rhetori-
cal device to justify entry bans and “perma-
nent pauses” to immigration from “all Third

ilding cannot ignore the fact that
trust, warmth and predictability are increas-
ingly in short supply. Networks of interna-
tional friendships are more fragile and less
robust, and this brittleness has to be factored
in to survive in these stormy waters.
Starting with the grim premise of expecting
the worst and preparing to face the next snide
barb or harmful policy from abroad is more

RAINATH SINGH
<

We should continue to follow the path

of dialogue and diplomacy and not of
unrelenting force. We should not
allow it to become an era of war

Understanding the body’s
non-neural messengers

sa doctor seeing patients with hormo-
nal disorders daily, I feel there is a
need for better understanding about
hormones. Without hormones, our
bodies would descend into chaos: Children
wouldn't grow properly, reprodumon would

cut. This demonstrated that the signal was car-
ried by a chemical messenger, not by nerves.
Starling later coined the word “hormone” from
the Greek hormao, meaning “to arouse” or “to
setin motion”.

The ability to measure minute quantities of

falter, hunger and would go all
over the place, and moods would swing wildly.

Endocrine glands, once called ductless
glands, produce effects distant from their loca-
tion by pouring hormones directly into the
bloodstream, Hormones travel to all parts of
our body to regulate vital funcuons such as

growth, mood, and
stress. They are crucial links that transmit
‘messages from the gland of origin to the target
organs within minutes, but their effects can
last much longer. When they reach their tar-
get cells, hormones slot into specific receptors
like keys into locks, triggering processes
within the cells.

Anadrenaline rush, something that all of us
have experienced, is the body’s fight-
or-flight résponse to stress or danger,
characterised by a racing heart. rapid
breathing, sweating, tremors, and a
sharp rise in alertness. This happens
because of the sudden release of
adrenaline from the adrenal glands,
small glands perched on top of the
kidneys. Without that surge, we
would not respond guickly to danger
and might freeze at the very moment
we need toact.

Another example of a hormone is insulin,
which is made in the pancreas. When blood
glucose rises after a meal, the pancreas
releases insulin. Insulin helps glucose enter
muscle and liver cells, where it can be used
for energy or stored for later.

In fact, every enducrine gland can cause

toollittle hormone a.m‘l the other by too much.

Ambrish
Mithal

in the laboratory, especially
through the work of Rosalyn Yalow in New
York in the 1970s, transformed endocrine
research.

The smooth and coordinated functioning
of our endocrine system requires constant
communication between glands. The pitui-
tary gland acts like the CEO of the endocrine
system. Much like company heads use What-
SApp groups to communicate instantly with
their teams, this tiny pea-sized gland at the
base of the brain behaves like a group admin-
istrator. It sends out messages and the other
major glands respond.

The anterior pituitary releases several hor-
mones: Growth hormone for growth and
repair, thyroid-stimulating hormone
to stimulate the thyroid gland, ACTH
to signal the adrenals to produce
cortisol, FSH and LH for the testes
and ovaries to produce sex hor-
mones, and prolactin for breast milk
production. The posterior pituitary
releases antidiuretic hormone, or
ADH, and oxytocin. Pituitary
tumours producing too much
growth hormone can cause gigan-
tism in children or acromegaly in adults,
while deficiencies can cause dwarfism.

The pituitary itself is under the control of
the hypothalamus, a part of the brain located
justabove the pituitary. If either the pituitary
or hypothalamus starts acting up, the whole
system begins to creak.

A key feature of the endocrine system is
crosstalk between glands. If cortisol levels in
theblood surge, they suppress the pituitary’s

of ACTH, the hormone that stimu-

For example, hyp: results from

realistic now than to hold on
that commonality of interests will ensure
smooth sailing in the international arena.
Realising the big structural shift and
accepting the altered anti-social global envi-
ronment as the new normal is not only a
smartadjustment for policymakers, butalso
a helpful means for ordinary people to better
cope with the profusion of foul language and
breakdown of decency in international rela-

under of thyroid hormone, while
hyperthyroidism results from excess.

The hormone story began with Arnold Ber-
thold’s rooster experiment in 1849. In this
landmark study, the German scientist showed
that transplanting testes into castrated roost-
ers restored aggressive male behaviour and
secondary sex characteristics, including the
growthof a larger comb. This happened even
though Lhe transplanted testes had no nerve

tions. Knowing the roots of this

and developing a degree of stoicism about it
can soften the shock whenever Trump goes off
on his next rant or Xi pumps his fist again and
issues warnings.

The heter

rump y
president. w»

Sreeram Chaulia is dean, Jindal School of Interna-
tional Affairs. The views expressed are personal

to the body. The experiment
proved that the testes released a substance
into the bloodstream that influenced develop-
mentand behaviour.

In 1902, British scientists Bayliss and Star-
ling showed that injecting acidic fluid into the
intestine triggered the pancreas to secrete
juice, even after the relevant nerves had been

lates the adrena] glands to make cortisol. As
aresult, cortisol production declines. If thy-
roid hormone levels rise, TSH is suppressed,
leading to a drop in thyroid hormone produc-
tion. This is called negative feedback. It
ensures that hormone levels stay within a
healthy range and that the system functions
in a smooth, coordinated way. It prevents
flooding when a particular hormone is being
produced in excessive amounts.

Hormones are silent messengers, master-
fully syncing activities of our body and mind.
Stay tuned for deep dives into each of these
magic molecules in the months ahead.

Ambrish Mithal is group chairman,
endocrinology and diabetes, Max Healthcare,
Delhi. The views expressed are personal
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Agile deal-making

With New Zealand FTA, it's time to consider joining CPTPP

‘The recalibration of India’s foreign-trade policy continues, with a free-trade agree-
ment (FTA) signed this week with New Zealand. While all Indian goods will
receive duty-free access to the New Zealand market, alarge proportion of India’s
me()r[s from there will also be opened up, with certain categories of goods

ing significant tariff cuts or ded quotas. These include agricultural
commodities of importance to New Zealand such aslamb and kiwi fruit. Indian
messaging on the tariff-reduction side of the deal emphasises that certain sectors
have been ring-fenced, but the only real area of exclusion is dairy, in which New
Zealand is extremely competitive, and which in India is politically sensitive,
given the millions of livelihoods involved in the sector and, therefore, is rightly
protected in all the recent trade agreements India has concluded.

As a smaller and more agile trading entity than, say, the European Union
(EU), New Zealand was also able to make the sort of bargains that render an FTA
more attractive to New Delhi. For example, it is committed to investing $20 bil-
lion in the Indian economy over the next 15 years. Whether this will be doable is
anopen question. A similar promise was made by the countries of the European
Free Trade Area, composed of Norway, Switzerland, Iceland, and Liechtenstein
— except that the commitment there was for $100 billion. New Delhi has often
seen investment as the flip side of trade openness, and thus it has conditioned
market access on such promises. For such large sums to materialise, however,
India must continue to take forward business- and investor-friendly reform.
Judicial and arbitration reform, to ensure that concerns about dispute settlement
do not hinder promised capital inflows, must, therefore, be a major priority.

The agreement also includes some provisions on the movement of individ-
uals, which is relatively rare at a time when many countries are growing more
closed to immigration. Up to 5,000 Indian professionals will be granted three-
year work permits in New Zealand, in specific in-demand sectors such as health
care and information technology. New Delhi haslong asked for migration agree-
mentsto be part of broader trade agreements, but in more recent deals, it has had
to shelve that requirement, given the political climate in those geographies.
Clearly, it is not yet an issue of the same magnitude in New Zealand, but it needs
tobe carefully watched since domestic politics on such issues can change swiftly
injustafewyears.

New Zealand is a full member of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agree-
ment for Trans-Pacific Partnership, or CPTPP. Of the 12 members of this alliance
— Australia, New Zealand, Brunei, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam,
Canada, Mexico, Chile, Peru, and the UK — India now has FTAs with eight. Ear-
lier this month, alongside Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney’s official visit,
negotiations with Canada were relaunched. It is important now to reconsider
whether it makes sense to officially apply for candidacy to the CPTPP, a gold-

trade deal that would signi! ly increase comfortlevels for i
and traders. It would also be the appropriate geopolitical and geo-economic
response to the current disruption to global governance. India has shown con-
siderable openness in signing FTAs with a range of countries and trading blocs,
including the EU, and it is important that this momentum is maintained. Tt
should also consider reducing its average tariffs, which are out of sync with those
of other large economies.

Scale and efficiency

Organon’s acquisition will benefit Sun Pharma

Sun Pharmaceutical’s acquisition of New Jersey-based Organon & Co will propel
the merged entity into the ranks of the world’s top 25 pharmaceutical companies
with aggregate revenues of $12.4 billion. The agreement is for an all-cash deal,
which values Organon at $11.75 billion at $14.00 per share. The transaction has
been approved by the boards of both companies. Subject to regulatory clearance
and app: byOr; kholders, themergeri: dtocloseearlynext
year. Sun is planning to fund the acquisition through cash and debt financing of
$9.25billionto $9.75 billion from banks. Organon, which was spun off from Merck
in 2021, specialises in women’s health, in which it is a global leader, and in bio-
similars. Biosimilars are biological medications similar to a reference product,
with no clinically meaningful differences in safety, purity, or potency. They are
made from living organisms (bacteria, yeast, or animal cells) and are around 60
per cent cheaper. Improving regulatory clarity of biosimilar interchangeability
supports faster time to market.

Organon’s portfolio includes over 70 products across women’s health and
biosimilars. It is present in 140 countries, including the United States (US), Euro-
pean nations, China, Canada, and Brazil. Each of the 18 largest markets generates
over $100 million. In the year ended December 31, 2025, Organon reported $6.2
billion in revenue and adjusted earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, and
amortisation (Ebitda) of $1.9 billion. Despite flat revenues and high debt, Orga-
non has a respectable 31 per cent Ebitda margin and annual free cash flow of over
$1billion in2025. Sun Pharma’s FY25 revenues also amounted to around $6.2 bil-
lion. It is the world’sleading specialty generics company with a presence in inno-
vative medicines, generics, and consumer health care. It is India’s largest
pharmaceutical company and a leading generics player in the US and emerging
markets with a presence in over 100 countries. The manufacturing facilities are
spread across five continents.

The merged enuty moves sharply hxgher up the value chain. Apart from the

thedeal gi .anent:rytonewma:kets includ-
ing China, hasanegligible: d Organ is$800 mil-
lion, and South Korea, where Sun is not present. It also enables Sun’sentry intothe
league of the top10global p hin imilarsand pushesit

tothetopofthe “women’s health” segment. Afterthe merger SunPharma envisages
itsoperating profit and cash flow tonearly double. The combined entity could gen-
erateafree cash flow of $2 billion to $2.5 billion per annum. This will enable delever-
aging from the post-transaction net debt/Ebitda ratio of 2.3 times as it pays down
the debt taken to fund the merger over four-five years.

Management may realise synergy benefits of $350 million in two-four years
through procurement optimisation, supply-chain consolidation, and workforce
alignment. Apart from synetrgies, there are upsides fromentry intonew marketssuch
as China and South Korea. Su.n s specialty portfolio can be expa.nded J.nto geo-

phi Organon i Organon’sprc com-
mercnal strategy. Mergers frequently turn out to be djsappmntmg with optimistic
projections belied. However, in this case, it a e realisticwith complement-
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Bringing competition
to gas marketing

Public-sector dominance in transmission and
distribution is holding back competition, to the
detriment of consumers and the economy

Thecurrent liquefied LPG)

more players to bruzg in compennon

in India, in the wake of the West Asian crisis, has
brought into focus the need to expand the use of natu-
ral gas (NG), especially for household cooking.
Indiaisimport dependent on both NG and LPG. to
the extent of about 50 per cent and 60 per cent of
domestic consumption, respectively. The key differ-
ence that works in favour of NG is the relative ease in
diversifying the import sources for NG (in form of
liquefied natural gas), compared to LPG, where such
diversification is limited.
Our dependence on oil and gas to
meet domestic energy needs continues
, with their in
total energy remaining virtually at the
same level over the last two decades.
Among fossil fuels, NG is the least
polluting. To meet our commitment of
achieving net-zero by 2070, a pragma[ic
h would be toencc
of natural gas, co-mingled with ooa.l e;ss
and biogas (wherein India has tremen-
sed potential), asatransition

AJAY TYAGI

available to all eligible entities. The VGF corpus could
be established by levying a cess on transportation tar-
iffsand by utilisin; throughimbalance
charges. In this backdrop, the following measures
shouldbe undertaken ina time-bound manner:
WPNG ictl fmar-
keting and transmission activities in vertically inte-
grated entities into two different legal entities.
lAnIndependen[ System Operator (ISO) entity, with-
out ‘should
besetupasaneutral umpi i

system operation of transportation activities. The ISO
would be responsible for access to pipeline capacities
onacommon carrier and contract carrier basis.

Distribution: Although on paper, authorisa-
tions have been awarded for more than 300 GAs
covering almost the whole country, much needs to
be done for the gas to actually flow to households
as piped natural gas (PNG) and to CNG stations,
and industrial customers.

Authorisations for many G'\s have been oblamed
Dbyentii withth f
somehow | gemng the licence. Such entities. lalerﬁnd it
difficuit the! atimely
manner and meet obligations in accordance with the
licence conditions.

Yetanotheri hatCGD i

hon-

thereby benefiting oper-
ational efficiency, the government envnsaged more
than two decad ), introducing par-
ticipation ina phased manner. This objective is mani-
fested in the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) Act, 2006. The Act, inter alia, man-
dates the unbundling of gas transmission and dis-
tribution activities.

The domestic natural gas sector scenario has
changed quite abit over time. For i mstance, from 2006

ouring their. dheretothe
and infrastructure exclusivity periods. According to
the regulations and bidding conditions, marketing
exclusivity is for 3/5/8 years, and infrastructure exclu-
sivityis for 25 years.

Atthe end of the marketing exclusivity period, the
mcumbem entity has to allow potential new gas mar-

itsinfrastructure. hexcls

ity periods are already over fur more Lhan 80 GAs.

However,

102024, gas ioni from
about 85 million metric standard cubic
metres per day (mmsemd) to over 188
mmscmd; total natural gas pipeline net-
workexpanded from7,112kmtoover 25,124

« ]

As for infrastructure exclusivity, after it is over,
potential new entities could beallowed tolay gasinfra-
structure in that licence area. In some GAs, even the
infrastructure exclusivity period has ended, without

km;and ofcity.
networks awarded grew from 33to307geo-
graphical areas (GAS).

It is high time that PSUs vacated
some spacein gas transmission and dis-
tribution and allow private players to
enter, with the regulator ensuringalevel

fuel in the medium term.
= s

the government’s goal of natural gas reaching 15 per
cent of the total energy mix by 2030, the reality is that
this proportion has reduced from about 7-8 per cent in
200010 5-6 per cent now.

‘While there are many issues to be addressed in the
gassector, this column focuses on the need to encour-
age competition in gas marketing in the country. Ver-
tically integrated public-sector undertakings (PSUs),
particularly GAIL, combining gas transmission and
distribution operations, have dominated these busi-
nesses for decades. Gas infrastructure laying is a capi-
tal-intensive business with delayed returns. Also, as
ensunnﬂ energy availability at affordable prices

i

playing field. That brings us to the point

astowhat needsto be done. Let's first start with gas
transmission.

Gas i Vertically i entities

clarity as to how this principle would be
enforced. The following should be done:

mStrict mom(ormg and enforcemem [o ensure that
eachauthori igation
and commitments in accordance \mth the work pro-
gramme. In cases of serious non-compliance,
PNGRB may end the authorisation and rebid the GA
orapart of the GA.

mWhere mdrkeungexcluslvny period has ended the

infrastr useb, parties

oppose the unbundling of gas transmission and dis-
tribution. Their monopolistic power, coupled with

onc contract carrier basis. PNGRB must get
court process expedited in these matters.
m Regulations should provide clan[y about the pmce»

opaque pricing practices, vutually shutsoutthe possn» dure incas
bility ofany newentrantsinthet sivity b d and hould b ¥
One of the reasons put forth by PSUs against Morei the g and the regula-
ingisthat it would result in i tor need to ponder why lhe gas marketing principles

ment in commercially unviable pipeline projects,
which may be necessary as public goods. This argu-

ment by PSUs is more about building a moat amund
their! Afterall, fromthe om-
mercial entities, some of which are even listed and

yisanecessity,

lers, how farcan invest-

attimes be required in unviable but socially desirable
projects. Thus, in the initial stages of the gas sec[or s

ments in unviable projects be justified? This is clearly
anunsustainable proposition asa pohcyappmach_
1d L

enshrined in the PNGRB Act have not been imple-
mented despite this legislation being on the statute
books for two decades.

(Disclosure: The author chmred acommittee. se! up
by PNGRB tosuggest p
andlevel, i issi
tion businesses. The committeegave its report in 2025.

development, PSUs occupying the

heights” was understandable.
However, considering the need for additional

investments in the gas sector and, with a view to

Theright ap) wou ppo

atrans-

This column bor 5f thatreport.)

parent viability gap funding (VGF) scheme adminis-
tered by the PNGRB. Tt uniformly

The author is a former1AS officer and former
i Sebi

West Asiamacro shockis no repeat of Covid

‘The Indian economy has been pummelled by aseries
of domestic and global shocks since the start of the
current decade, impacting its gross domestic product
(GDP) growth trajectory. The West Asia cnsls is the
latest additi islistof shocks,

India. So far, while energy prices have spiked,

supply chains have been disrupted only for a sec-
tion of manufacturing and services, particularly
those dependent onnatural gas.

bility experienced during the economy’s Goldilocks
phase in the previous financial year.

At present, the West Asia crisis has largely mani-
fested itself as a supply shock, impacting energy
output, its availability and prices, leading to a spike
in input costs, given India’s excruciatingly high
import dependence. However, high-fre-
quency indicators suggest that domestic
demandisholdingupso faracrossavar-
iety of sectors.

The Covid-19 pandemic, in contrast,
had caused simultaneous demand and
supply shocks for a prolonged duration,
leading toananomalousslumpin GDPin
FY21. The lockdown-led constraints on
mobility affected consumption, particu-
larly of the services segments, while also

A d supply shock can, however, transmit
tolower incomes, and dampen conﬂdence aud senti-
‘ment. This could s

theCPI resetati inter-
vals, for instance, various types of fees. A subsequent
cooling in oil prices may not, therefore, get reflected
in a moderation in such prices, imparting stickiness
to CPLinflation.

However, keeping pump prices unchanged may
notb theeventofalong-drawn conflict

higher inflation i xmpacts discretionary incomes and
demand of tmuscholds. and eleva[ed mput costs
impact

plans. In the Indian context, this implies stagflation-
ary outcomes and is reflected in the
downward revisions in growth projec-
tions along with an upward revision in
inflation projections.

Assuming crude oil prices average at
$85/barrel in FY27, against $70-75/barrel
previously, ICRA has pared its GDP
growth forecast to 6.5 per cent for the
financial year from 7.1 per cent earlier.
Besides, we have raised our consumer
price index (CPI)-based inflation projec-

shrinking output via business closures. ADITINAVAR tion for FY27 to 4.5 per cent, from 4 per
For the period dun.ng which planls were cent before the onset of the conflict.
closed or I , th fe While these numbers don’t seem too bad, given

y
turing sector faced a challenge. However, inventories
were drawn down and replenished later by running
plantsat hjgher capacnry, hmmng the loss in output.
when omeservices
is skipped, as was the case for out-of-home services
during the pandemic, it may not be made up later,
resulting in a permanent loss of output to the pro-
ducer. Examples include labour-intensive services,
such as physiotherapy, sports training and personal
care, tonamea few, which may also be predominantly
inthe less formal space.
The length of the adverse supply shock owing to
the ongmm7 conflict in West Asia would be crumal

the global context for growth and India’s past experi-
ence with inflation, they are subject to sizeable risks.
Anaverage crude price of $85/barrel factors inaquick
resolution of the conflict, leading to a correction in
prices for the i of the year. An

and prolonged high energy prices. An eventual risein
fuel prices would readjust the balance between the
fiscal and inflation outcomes. The risks of fiscal slip-
pagealongwith tight global financial conditions have
already led to a spike in G-sec yields, mimicking the
impact of a rate hike, even though pol.\cy ra!es were
kept and
2-3 policy meetings.

Lowering fiscal risks by i mcneasmg passthrough tu
end- uld v

itating higher yields. Thus, higher yi

pared to pre-conflict levels) appear to be here to stay
This contrasts with the pandemic period, when inter-
est rates had fallen to ultra-low levels (despite a
material worsening in the fiscal position), as the cen-
tral bank focused on ameliorating weak demand.

Finally, the most significant difference in the mac-

the West Asi: flictand pan-

demic would be visible on the balance of payments
front. The rare scenario of excess domestic savings
over domestic investments had led to a current
account surplusin FY21, after 16 years.

In contrast, the current account deficit is expected

conflict that entails crude prices
$105/barrel would pull down growth to sub-6 per
cent, while pushing up the CPIinflation closer to the
5percent-mark.

The Government of India’s initial to

around four-yearhighof1.7 percentof GDPinFY27,
inthebaseli i i ideni i
gap. Amid
inflows, liquidit dturni; deficil
rent L itotl ble i

shield end-consumers from the sharp rise in global
energy prices by cutting excise duty on fuel prices was
prescient, given that higher fuel prices transmxt

surpluses that persisted during the pandemic.

The author is chief ist, head: h

ary strengths visible for two companies that are in the samesize ball-park. ind ining the for acrosst basket. &outreach, ICRA
billionin2023)i ifor de deficit, and industry’si pingesoni ity. Also, the
nvieorating India’s Act East po | Vi s i iyl e e ofaternat
Good (AITIGA) in there. The RCEP, theIndo-Pacific F K for

BOOK
REVIEW

DAMMU RAVI

The remarkable progress of the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations, or
Asean, oﬁen goes unnoticed because of

2010 is the sore point; India believes it is

thattrade is not a zero-sum game and a

Prosperity, the Quadilateral Dialogue,
Bricsand soondiminishesitsrole. Given
that the big powers are bound to be active
inthe lndo Pacificregion, Asean should
align with India’

advocacy of a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific, the author observes. The
US' unilateral tariffs are said to be having
adebilitating effect on the region asit will
unwittingly create conditions for China
tofill the void and become an even more

the ism
ingrained in these nations, Since its
establishment in August 1967, Asean has
become the world’s fifth-largest economy
andishome: to about 675 million people

Its most signi ac

diplomat and scholar, offers an in- deplh Mr! anh asaconduit for country’sexport potential is
Asean’ torical ti the India-A rela~ flooding its market with cheap C e » directly linked to its competi-
shortcomings in his book, The Durian tionship have fallen short of their full Chinese goodsdisguised as 1 ‘eericin tivenessand supply chain
Flavour. AsIndia’s first Ambassadorto potential. Its rich heritage, borneoutofits  Asean productsthrough the Pt integration is missing in the
Asean Emm 2012t0 2015, hesaw the syncretic cultural links with India, is misuse of rules of origin provi- analysis. Using cheaper
ol region fra proudly owned by its people as their own. sions. India’s suggestion for a imported raw materials and
quarters. The prOIal rolehe played in Thetalesof the review of AITIGA is being components (if domestically
ing India’ with interwoven in resisted by Asean, fearing that unavailable) can actually
Asean culminated in India launching theirart forms, literature, culsme, and it would be downgraded inan help make finished products
“Act East Policy” (AEP) in 2014 under much more. C ollywood attempt Also, ror global markets. On RCEP,
Prime Minster Narendra Modi, as a logi- and Indian education, underpinned by MrSingh writes, Asean was VRISt icanalysis asto
cal extension of India’s “Look East Policy” peop!e to-people engagement enhances blamed for India justifiably The Durian Fl whether staying out is in
of PV i Rao. soft power. The inper- 1Kki) it nf theRengnal n d?a :‘&a:g:;"a‘ge} " India’s interest at a time of
Nextyear marks amajor jecti thetwo C decade of the ActEast  Srowing protectionism
The60th it oftl sxdes issaid tobe the main reason for the Partnership (RCEP) in October  policy would be useful. At the policy
ment of Asean and 35th yofits par perfor feloser cooper- 2019 ﬁ)r failing to work by Gurjit Singh level, deep knowledge on
Dialogue Partnership with India. In that ation. WhileIndi 'k address- Published by global trade dynamicsis
context, thisbook provides a timely i Asean through AEP, ingIndi ifi Rupa imperative for making timely

of issed oppor-

in the bilateral relations. He uses

liesin
overcoming mutual suspicion, resolving
regional conflicts, lifting millions of
people out of poverty and buildinglasting
peaceand prosperity in the region.
Ambassador Gurjit Singh, a veteran

the iconic regional Durian fruit asa meta-
phor to describe the relationship; its
repulsive flavour may presentan
unstated symbol of contradictions, but
when ripe one canenjoy it, he says.

Asean prioritises trade
and economic cooperation. Although,
bilateral trade had been robust at$ 131 bil-
lionin2023and Asean’s cumulative for-
eigndirect investment into Indiaat $178
billion (from January 2000 to March
2025), the burgeoning trade deficit (845

o0 @90 a-

Instead, the grouping seemed
interested only in hedging
Indiaagainst the China behe-
moth forstrategic reasons and markets.
However, this broad censure over-
looks facts. India’s exports to the region

262pages 795

course corrections.
Further, theauthoris con-

ic power in the region.

The author’s suggestiontosetupa
revised metrics forenhanced cooper-
ation under AEP, with the inclusion of
India’s low-cost digital technologies, Sus-
tainable Development Goals, green tran-
sitionand trilateral cooperation, is worth
considering. It calls for adjustment,
accommodation and acceptance of the
b)ggermcmre by bothsidesto fosteran

cemedabout lobal South and shape a fairer
Asean’s tostand up world order.
toissuesof ity the
regioni: in reason. China’ Tt i is aretired foreign service
sive ingin hinaSea officer. dammuravi@gmail.com

hasbeen growing, notwit ingthe
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Worry About An
Impending $eluge?

India’s PE party needs a close, hard look

Earlier this month, PE firm EQT’s $15.6 bn Asia-focused
buyout fund — one of the largest ever — makes the con-
centration of capital among a handful of fund manage-
ment firms staggering. And scary. Between Blackstone,
Bain, KKR and EQT, a cool $50 bn is waiting to be deploy-
ed.Somebulge-bracket shopsarestillon theroad toraise
even more money. On a conservative basis, most allocate
atleastathirdof theirtotalregional corpustoIndia. That
means each of the four firms needs to invest $5 bn. This
dollar deluge may end up drowning many.

PE suits have historically been among the largest con-
tributorsto FDIintoIndia. But their portfolio constructi-
on has been heavily reliant on tech services and lending.
Significant disruptions in both have made alpha creati-
on in these sectors near-impossible. Al's shattering Saas
enterprises. PE tech deals of 2021-25, done with valuati-
ons20x-plus Ebitda, are mostly under-
water. In NBFCs, RBI is coming down
heavily on PE firms owning large ch-
unks of two lending entities. Unless
obsolescence, or volumes, drives con-
solidation, buyout opportunities will
remain limited. But the bigger worry
remains that private market valuati-
ons remain anchored to public markets, which are still
overheated acrosslarge swathes of consumption and in-
vestment themes. Asexcess liquidity starts chasingash-
rinking pie of good prospects, the competitive landscape
will become even more combative as family offices also
getin thefray.

Instead of bespoke bilateral deals, auctions are now de
rigueur insectorslike hospitalsand manufacturing, asen-
trepreneursarebusy playingonefundagainsttheotherto
maxvalue. So, global fundsmustrecalibrate theirexpect-
ations of underwriting 22-25% returns, especially when
rupee’sinfreefall. Many will have topivot geographically.
Others willhuntfor broken transactions that will return
tomarketastheIPO door willshutforseveral companies.
For all those aggregating AUMs for their next fund and
theoneafter, India's PE party needs a close, hard look.

Make US (Ballrooms)
Safer From Guns

An American president and his entourage escape an assassi-
nationattempt, and whatdoes the American presidentand his
entourage talk about? Why, theabsolute necessity of a bunker-
‘ballroom inthe White House, of course. LikeaMosaiccomma-
ndment, Second Amendment of the US Constitution — ratifi-
ed in1791, the year when Tipu Sultan was fighting Cornwallis
inthe Third Anglo-Mysore War —continuesto ‘protect’ (read:
empower) theright of people to keep and bear arms.

Asof Aprilsofar, the US has had 126 instances of mass shoot-
ings—atleast4personsinjuredorkilled—in2026. Withnofatal-
ity, the White House correspondents’ dinner attempt doesn't
even qualify in a roster of more than 3,100 gun-related deaths
this year A Secret Service agent joins the
club of some 5,300 persons injured so far
in2026. On anaverage, cardiac-related ill-
nesses Kill nearly 1 mn Americans each
year.Gunvi 47,000.In
other words, cardiovascular disease dea-
ths outnumber gun-related ones by a fac-

India’s advantage lies in its potential to use Al to enhance human productivity, not replace it

t's Popular Mechanics 101

Nandan Nilekani &
Ravi Venkatesan

1is being framed asan econo-
micinevitability It isn’t t. His-

tor
not determine outcomes, so-
~ cietiesdo.

Industrial Revolution L0 drove ex-
traordinary productivity gains in Bri-
tain. But for nearly a century, workers
saw little benefit. Wages stagnated,
Jjobs were displaced and living condi-
tions worsened. It took decades — and
major institutional and legislative
changes — for prosperity to spread.
‘The lesson is simple: productivity gai-
ns don't automatically translate into
shared prosperity. Without deliberate
cheices, gains are privatised while
costs of transition are socialised.

A second lesson comes from the
work of 2006 Economics Nobel winner

Al and digital networks are now re-
versing that logic. When coordination
costs collapse — when software can
match buyers and sellers, manage lo-
gisties, and enable transactions at sca-
le — need for large, centralised firms
weakens. Efficiency can emerge from
networks of small actors instead.

India’ i With

ITand related sectors. Aln ir

© Build Al as public infra Largest
gains for India come tmmla!smg

THE SPEAKING TREE

productivity initsleast
tors—agriculture, small retailand mi-
cro-enterprises. This requires making
Alwidely accessible.

‘Thecountry hasalready demonstrat-
edhow todo this through DPIlike UPL.
Asimilarapproach for AI—open, inter-
operable platforms, low-cost models in

Silenceis
Strength

non| Em.,hahln langnagm and pop- SANIAYTEOTIA
ulati Vo gl ful tools. Many
aceess. When Al runs on pubhc rails, traditions encourage us to speak
stead of truthfully kindly and with purpo-
firms, se.The i oneshou-
farmers uth, share wis-

mall

tly
targetsmanyof theseentry-levelroles.
Even limited disruption could have
outsized consequences. In a country
with millions of young people strug-
gling tofindmeaningful work. a weak-
ening mobility ladder isn't just an
economic issue but a socio-

millions of MSEs and hybrid liveliho-
ods, its informality has long been seen
asaweakness. In the Alera, it may be-
come a strength. Work in small enter-
prises is multi-tasked, adaptive and
Jjudgement-driven. Precisely the kind
of work that's harder to automate and

Edmund Phelps: flourish
when its benefits are widely diffused
— when ordinary people can partici-
pate, experiment and build.

Inmuch of the developed world, AT
is being deployed wnhm lmge formal
enterprises.

easier Which makes India
better positioned than many advanced
economiestouse ATtoenhance human
productivity rather thanreplaceit.
But thisadvantage is not automatic.
The real risk for India is not mass un-
It's missing a once-in-a-

improve efficiency. often by l\aducmg
labour. When productivity gains come
from headcount reduction, publicanxi-
etyisarational response. India’sstruc-
ture is fundamentally different, and
potentially advantageous.
Foroveracentury economiceffici-

ency has comethroughconso-
lidation. As ¢ another Nobel-win-
nomist Ronald Coase

tors costly This is how
Western economies  evolved:
towards Iax*ge corporations
with & pecialised,  nar-
rowly !mlhl il Qetinedroles.

T

generation opportunity to raise pro-
ductivity and incomes at scale. At the
same time, India has a distinct vulner-
ability. Its formal sector may be relati-
vely small, but it anchors middle-class
aspirations. For three decades, the pa-
thway to upward mobility has be-
1 en clear: education — especial-
lyin STEM—leading tojobs in

Western economies
evolved towards
large corporations with
specialised, narrowly
defined roles. Al is
reversing that logic.
When coordination
costs collapse,
efficiency can emerge
from networks of
small actors

litical India's Al trajec- §
!orywﬂ.lbeshapedbytwo 0
ices: how widely the tech-
nology is diffused, and
whether it expands or
consfrains economic
mobility.

If Al remains con-

lish-speaking elite, India risks becom-
ing a more unequal, 2-speed economy;
where growth doesn't translate into
broad-based prosperity. If adoption is
slow, it risks missing the opportunity
altogether: Avoiding these outcomes
requires action in 3areas:
© Reinvent mobility ladder India’s
large employers— especially in IT
vices, financial services and manufac-
turing—areat the Al disruption front-
lines, If Al is deployed primarily as a
cost-cutting tool, entry-level opportu-
nitieswillshrink. inequality will widen.
The alternative is to use Al to drive
growth. Growing firms are better posi-
tioned to reskilland redeploy workers.
But this requires sustained investme-
nt. Notjustin technical trainingbutal-
soincapabilitiessuchas problem-solv-
ing, judgementand adaptability, It also
requires new approaches to workforce
Lransmom large—scale skilling syste-
'msand incen-

p’mdmgreach and individualsaccess-
ing capabilities once out of reach.

for what isright.
However anequally important
lesson is often overlooked: know-

© Enable mass entrepr
Themost transformative impact of A
will come not from using it but from
building with it. Al lowers barriers

f If Al isdeployedas a
cost-cutting tool, entry-level
opportunities will shrink.
Instead, use Al to drive
growth. Growing firms
are better positioned to
reskill-redeploy workers.
But this requires sustained
investment

m atanmg and st‘al.mg a busmess —

ingwhento True
‘wisdom liesnot just in speaking
butin understanding theright
time tospeak and theright time to
stay quiet. Speech can heal, guide
and inspire. A kind word canlift
someone’sspirit, and honest com-
munication can resolve conflicts.
Inspiritual tmchings. Satya, sp-
eakingtruth, isa virtue; it aligns
us with integrity and builds trust
withothers.

Words spoken inanger; egoor
hatecanhurtothersandcreate
negativity This is why silence is
alsoconsidered sacred. Silenceis

iti

1
mnmes create products and :\ccess
markets with minimal capital.

not
control. It reflects patience, matu-
rityand deep uudexsmndmg The

leani "

rear

itfar easier tostart gr pri-
ses across its districts. In this model.
job creation becomes decentralised,
drivennotbyafewlargeemployersbut
by millionsof small ones, It ismore re-
silient, more inclusive.

‘These three priorities must move
together: Progress on one without the
mhexs will not be enough. India does-
n't

ent rown
and thatof others. Inaconflict,
silence can prevent escalation.
Inquiet moments, we become aw-
areof thoughts, feelingsand deep-
er truths, Meditation and mind-
fulnessemphasisesilence asa way
to connect with the Divineand
find inner peace. Both: speakmg

‘most advanced Al models. But it must
lead in ensuring benefits of Alare wi-
dely shared. The real Al divide won't
be between countries that have the
techand those that don't, but between
societies that diffuse it broadly and
those that allow it to concentrate.

linlife. Sp-
eakingat the right time reflects
courageand honesty, whilesilen-
ceat theright time reflects wis-
domandself-control. A balanced
person knows when touseeach.
By mastering both, wemove clo-

rms to invest in people, rath-
erthansimply shedlabour:

0 , Infosys,
and Venkatesan is former chairman,
Microsoft India

When the World'san Oyster for Sun

but geopolitical statements disguised
asM&A.

Globally, the playbook is even clearer
Microsoft didn’t become a cloud power-
house by meditatingon its core values.
Itbought its way with dealslike Link-
edInand GitHub. Disney didn't rely

© Long-term mindset Acquisitions
are! beyond QSQT quanexts&qum'mr-
d

ser toapeaceful and spiritually
life.

PEAS IN A
| PODCAST

Inaworld thatrarely pauses

). They'
nts. Benefits —market share, brand
equity, capabilif

yetmar-
ketsthe'Slow Life’ asaluxury
formany lost

time. Sodothemistakes.
For India Inc, the opportunity isenor-

theirromanticlustre. Howev-
er; Corwin Bainbridge, host of

torof about20. Which ying gun
that are almost as easy as buying gum seem perfectly fine to
‘keepthe peace’usingthelogicof deterrence. Butwhataperva-
sive gun culture does isnormalise an ‘easy’kind of violence,a
layer thataself-described ‘non-hellhole’ surely cando without.

Actingattorney general Todd Blanche, likemany Americans,
doesn’t think so. For them, tightening gun laws is a wrong,
knee-jerk response to Saturday night’s shooting. But studies
from acrossterrnol iesshow thatstrict regulationsfor buying
and. efar moreeffectivethan i res-
ponsibility to mental health, illegal migrants, drugs, gangs,
ete. But what do we know about making (ball)rooms and stre-
etssafe fromguns?

'JUST IN JEST

Relax, causing heartbreak can
make youa sinner, not a criminal

Ending a ‘Live-In’ Isn't
LEGALLY Tncky

Court that
ationship isnot a crime, Well, would you evah‘ Justaswell
thetwojusticesleant back, satisfied athavingelarified what
mostof uskind of knowsince the invention of sulkmg, but

5!

M Muneer onMickey Mouse alone. It acquired mous. The global economy is wobbling the Railway Mania podcast,
Marvel ios, Lucasfilm and 21st through yetanother thesoul of theiron
Century Fm(to buﬂda mmem empl» wn.h companies in developed markus road isstillalive. Inepisode 25,

Rarely India Inc re. Global A there di G i St-

de i great. They acquit , then CDVErmgmys of slower growth. I-br tho- eam, hesitsdown with Jona-

tion. So,when Sun Pharmaacquired  optimiseit. aredriven by a clear strategic gap — sewillingto. act, t thisisabuyer’s mar- than Gullbert of Gandy Dan-

New Jersey- basedpharmamajm Oq;a Inma In iti pp! marl brandor ket in for , Indian cer amastep

nonfor§i.75bn, in ed iti ' When Facebook acquired  armed wi classin i

close inearly 2027, ul‘ee]smcmhkea buffetdinners: cautwusly withasm- Inslagmm and WhatsApp, it wassecu-  al y:

declarationrather thana lransacnon allplate,anda ringits future ina mobil world. protein, are

For years, Indi that gowrong. The © Respect for what you'vebought  perfectly p}aced tostepin.

rted with the idea of becommgglobal result has beeu aseriesof tentative, Asuccess factor of the Tata-JLR story This isn’t just about corporate ambi-

MNCs. They h thanbold, wasrestraint. Tatadidn'trushinto tion. It'salsoabout national position- canrail-

road, hired with reassur- by ‘Indianise’ a British luxury brand. It ing. Countries that produce MNCs sh- roadlab-

and printed ‘global foot- Which iswhy moveslike Sun'sacqui-  provided capital, stabilityand patien-  ape global markets, influence supply & ourers
print’ onannual reports. But true sition of Organon matter: Theysignal  ce— i chains, set rewriterules. If ‘whomanually aligned tracks.

airport
tes. It

gohah%auun isnotachieved through  ashiftfrom opp« ingto syner;,y India wantstobemorethana lar},e The namereﬂecvs(helr rhyth-
1 |nke(lln upda~ il ire-building. And if i domesticmarket, it il mic,

i IndiaIng becoming needto Ia].k ‘hott that think—andact— globally. — likened toadance—often
of assets, brands, markets —and, truly gluhal, n needstoturnthisintoa  to coexist wn.hout pamvedr,gresswe Whl«.hhmlgsushack toSun Pharma. performed to work songstoen-
sometimes, challenges inunfamiliar  habit, notaheadline. Deal Ju o transacti- sure precise, collective effort.
timezones. Indmmc has han:l itsshareof posmm a]_\gn on what look: "‘f None onsbut Guilbert'sworkisalovelet-

isiti tainlyaway into  ui ition Cultural of thi which i willing largm ter Louleeraaf gritand coal.
relevance. When Tata Gr tches, i failures, overpayr why it'soften neglected. tage, and By restor 16mm
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) in! m n was-  ment, and occasional discovery that © Financial courage + discipline aLcepl t.hzn global leadership comes colour films, herevives thefli-
n'tjustbuyinga the i ' came Wi Global isiti ire bold: L ckering yearsof British steam.
ness, butalsoa brand, engineeri mg car gicliabilities, Buyingaglobalcompa-  notrecklessness. Overpayingforan Oneboldacquisition isastory A ser- Guilbert recountsachildhood
pabilityandaseatattheglobalauto-  ny iseasy Running it without bma.k assel inthe name of ambitionisa ies of them, executed well, becomesa spent in theshadows of rail-
motive table. When Hindalco plePd ingitis thereal test. So, wh: e rmdmnn strategy. 'way sheds, driven by araw, un-
up Novelis in 2007, it be acquirer thy keLxT n vision passion for these
the world'slargest players. i ? and vanity isusually \'lsxblemthebal The writer der; i i
These were not incremental moves © Clarity of intent Bestacquisitions ancesheet2yrslater: Medici Institute for Innovation The chemistry between Bain-
bridge and Guilbert iseffort-
less. 50-minepisodeisa
poigriant reminder that while
the world speeds up, themag-
icof asteam engine remains

Let Bharat into the Boardroom

atimeless, grounding force.

clarified. Justin case. Toreiterate, of course
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court isright. Ending a live-in relationship isno more cri-
minal than ending that other more socially-accepted live-
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get that freedom includes the right to walk away. Love may
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must
another directorasked: ‘How many of
our boards have given a seat to Bharat?
Bharat has become a corporate buzz-
word. Itis central tostrategy conversa-
tions, butabsent from the boardrooms
where strategy isapproved. Bharat

left: the fury of a woman or man scorned. Or the ive
fury of the woman's brothers out for you on bikes.

of Bharat: markets, boards might app-

compel-
ling on paper but are not grounded in
reality

Ly

Including Bharat in governanceisab-
out strategic survival and competitive
advantage. For example, a director who
has builta business ina tier 2/3 city
‘brings ground-level realism, mid-mar-
ket consumer insights, knowledge of
how trust and money flow in semi-

tor specialists who provide: quarteliv
briefings tothe board. This brings
unfiltered ground intelligence.

Today, every boardroom claims to be
preparing for Bharat but few are walk-
ingthe talk. The companies that will
lead India’s next decade of growth will

lapse:
Capitals” oollapseagamst RCB
wasa classic case: oneside gal-
loped, the other limped, and the
crowd roared at the spectacle. In
thiscarnival, reputations ave fra-
gile, fortunesfickle. Fanslove it
because unpredictability is the
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gender, regional, ethical of pati than a sprintof ner-
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FTA: Towards closer ties

with New Zealand

The India-New Zealand FTA is less about immediate trade
gains and more about strategic positioning, and reflects
India’s resolve to increase its global outreach

Itis a Trump world where uncertainty reigns. Whether in trade
or geopolitics, the US President can always spring a surprise,
disrupting national economies and nations themselves. In this
scenario, India has moved swiftly to diversify its trade ties and
lessen its trade dependence on the United States. It is now
exploring and committing itself to bilateral ties that insulate it
from the vagaries of geopolitical headwinds. India has already
established bilateral ties with the UAE and Australia, and is
exploring further possibilities with many other countries. In
the chain of these agreements comes the recently concluded
India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement, which again signals
a calibrated shift in New Delhi's economic diplomacy. The
agreement was signed by Piyush Goyal and Todd McClay, and
endorsed by Christopher Luxon as a “once-in-a-generation”
deal. The agreement may have a limited impact on India’s
trade, as Indo-New Zealand trade is not substantial, but it does
show a direction and purpose.

The pact undoubtedly gives India new market access and
certainty. New Zealand has agreed to give 100 per cent duty-
free access to all Indian exports-covering over 8,000 tariff lines-
creating a rare opportunity for frictionless entry into a
developed market. For Indian sectors such as textiles, leather,
pharmaceuticals, and auto components, this is an immediate
competitive advantage. While New Zealand's market size is
modest, the value lies in predictability and the ability to scale
niche exports. In today’s world, increasingly marked by
protectionism, this is a big deal. Equally important is the

g role in diversifying India's trade p hips. The
agreement enhances India’s Indo-Pacific trade footprint. Though
bilateral trade is currently limited, the target of doubling it to
$5 billion within five years is realistic. Beyond goods, the FTA's
emphasis on services and mobility reflects the changing nature
of global trade. The provision for visas for Indian professionals
in the IT, healthcare, and engineering sectors is a notable gain.
Italigns with India’s strength as a services exporter and

dd long-standing d ds for easier of
skilled labour. For Indian youth and students, expanded post-
study work opportunities in New Zealand open new avenues for
global exposure and skill acquisition. The investment
dimension of the pact is another significant pillar. New
Zealand's commitment to invest up to $20 billion in India over
the next 15 years has the potential to catalyse growth in sectors
such as technology, manufacturing, and food processing. The
fast-track arrangement allowing Indian food processors to
import New Zealand inputs duty-free for re-export is particularly
strategic. It strengthens India’s ambition to position itself as a
global food processing hub while integrating it more deeply
into international value chains.

Yet, the agreement is not without riders. India's cautious
approach in excluding critical sectors such as dairy, sugar,
and edible oils underscores the political economy of trade. If
effectively implemented, it could serve as a template for
future engagements-where ambition is matched by caution,
and openness is anchored in national priorities.

Awoman performs a ritual on the occasion of ‘Mohini Ekadashi' at a temple

in Bikaner.
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A BREAKTHROUGH IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST MALARIA

A new drug has emerged,
designed to overcome resistance
signals, which is a great
achievement in medical science,
This was announced by the
World Health Organisation, and
it can be called a rare and
‘consequential moment in global
public health. It is noteworthy
that such a finding carries the
promise of shifting the battle
against one of humanity’s oldest
and deadliest adversaries.

The announcement of a
breakthrough malaria drug by
the World Health Organisation
marks a rare and consequential
moment in global public health-
one that carries the promise of
shifting the battle against one of
humanity's oldest and deadliest
adversaries. For decades,
malaria has resisted eradication,
not for lack of effort, but
because of its extraordinary

adaptability. The parasite’s
ability to evolve resistance to
frontline treatments has
repeatedly blunted progress,
particularly in sub-Saharan
Africa and parts of South Asia.
The emergence of a new,
effective drug-especially one
designed to overcome resistance
signals-is more than incremental
progress; it represents a
strategic breakthrough. This

is not merely a scientific
victory, but a lifeline for

heaith systems grappling with
resurging caseloads.

Malaria continues to claim
hundreds of thousands of lives
annually, with children under
five bearing the brunt. If
deployed effectively, this
breakthrough could sharply
reduce severe cases and
fatalities.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Nepal’s ‘Ghanti’ govt rings in change

With sweeping arrests, bold administrative resets, and a charged geopolitical backdrop involving the United States, China,
and India, Nepal stands at a crossroads where symbolism, disruption, and uncertainty converge

ASHOK K
MEHTA

Lame Ahal in Kaski district of Pokhara was a tra-

ditional Nepali Congress-voting village; it did
not surprise anyone when it voted en masse for
the Rashtriya Swatantra Party (RSP). The sound
of bells (ghanti, RSP's election symbol) has
enchanted music-loving Nepalis. Last Saturday,
more than three weeks after Balen Shah took
oath as Prime Minister on March 27, to my ques-
tion whether Lame Ahal was happy with the
Balen government, veteran Yam Bahadur
replied: “ekdum! bilkul khushi chha”.
Incidentally, Balen has not spoken a word in
public: no meeting with the press; no address to
the nation or the newly elected Parliament; no
posts on X or other social media. His longest elec-
tion rally speech was five minutes. He presides
in silence, and it works for him, as an RSP PhD
scholar at South Asia University, Delhi, told me.
All he did was release a five-minute video clip,

INDIA HAS NEVER

As aformer TV host, he is charismatic, eloquent,
and ambitious, with a large following in the
party. A clash between Balen and Rabi is
likely. The government launched its 100-point
reforms-many aspirational, but several already
implemented, such as the five-day week, an
overhaul of the bureaucracy, and the recall of

“Jai Mahakali”, the Gorkha war cry that went viral, WORKED WITH A ambassadors. Shankar Sharma, the cat-with-
Balen, Asty‘le 'Sinsfokrig §:15pi>rtant than ;z?:ﬁ;ﬁizr NEW POLITICAL, ?e“c]ael-lgéets\/v?c‘lvgl)l’d[?e'?:sgre%e\]n]l}:ipflrla’ligusgi
, 1 I 3 i{ 1! -1
He has introduced several changes: the diplo- ENTITY LIKE THE goodbye to diplomacy. The RSP is just five years
matic code of conduct-meeting ambassadors en RSP. BUT NOR HAD  oid and has no experienced civil servants; so
bloc or in batches, not individually. Former IT DEALT WITH it will focus on youth inits selections. Although
Chir:]ese alnll\‘l?assad?lr HPou anqi used ;o dl‘O|)J in THE NATIONAL éhe focus Zf x)he gove;nmelr(t is internal and
at Sheetal Niwas (the President’s residence) or s, lomestic, diplomacy has taken
Baluwatar (the Prime Minister’s residence) PEOPLE'S POWER centre stage. The first caller in
withoutinforming the Foreign Ministry. Balen will IN SRI LANKA, Kathmandu was US Assistant
follow protocol: meet emissaries at the appropri- WITH WHOM ITS  secretary of State Paul Samir
ate leve;l witrr:out deviation. ;he [edst willé)e onl RELATIONS ARE Kspxljr. WEQ mlet Foreign Minister
May, when the US super ambassador and presi- THE ShishirKhanal, Finance Minister
dential envoy to South and Central Asia, Sergio NO&Q.IM&NTGHE Swarnim Wagle, Lamichhane, and Army Chief
Gor, has sought a meeting with him, and only him. Gen Ashok Sigdel. He pre-empted any Indian
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Home Minister Sudhan Gurung (and one
more minister), who has reportedly resigned (?),
performed equally spectacularly: he arrested
former Prime Minister KP Oli and Home Minister
Ramesh Lekhak on March 28, indicating that cor-
ruption and misgovernance were his govern-
ment’s targets. Both have since been released on
bail. Investigations were ordered into money
laundering allegations against former Prime
Ministers SB Deuba, Prachanda, and Oli, while
former minister Deepak Khadka and industrial-
ist Shankar Agarwal were arrested. The Deuba
family is in Singapore/Hong Kong for medical
treatment and has been declared fugitives. A
commission will investigate the wealth of indi-
viduals, officials, and politicians since 1991.
Many hope that the omissions of the Karki |udicial
Commission, and the events of 9 September 2025,
will also be separately investigated, as they impli-
cate Shah and RSP President Rabi Lamichhane.

Primus inter pares, Lamichhane is the leader,
elected to Parliament but currently on bail. He
is hoping to be cleared of multiple cases in court
on allegations of fraud and money laundering.

The writer, presently in
Nepal, is a retired Major
General, who served as
Commander, IPKF (South),
Sri Lanka
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diplomatic visitor, though Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar-who was the first to land in Colombo
after President Anura Dissanayake’s landslide
victory in 2024 — is not a frequent visitor to
Kathmandu. He met Khanal during the Indian
Ocean Conference in Mauritius this month.
Kapurwas on a dual mission: to accelerate the
utilisation of the USD 550 million Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) Nepal Compact;
and the US State Partnership Programme (SPP).
The MCCwas cleared after strenuous debate in
Nepal and is set to expire in August 2028. The SPP,
which seeks military cooperation, was rejected
in2022. Kapur also urged Nepal to issue ID cards
to Tibetan refugees, as around 20,000 Tibetans
of various denominations are present
across Nepal. Not to be outpaced by the US,
Chinese Deputy Director General of Asian Affairs
Cao Jing arrived in Kathmandu. The Nepalese are
often wary of the bluntness of Chinese officials.
She is said to have warned against the MCCand
SPP, and against any tinkering with the Tibetan
issue, a highly sensitive matter for Beijing. Cao
also warned against any Nepalese official visit-
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ing the Tibetan government-in-exile in
Dharamsala for the inauguration on 28 May of
Penpa Tsering, re-elected Sikyong (Prime Minister)
for another five years. The China-US geopoliti-
cal rivalry now supersedes India’s primacy in
Nepal's tri-polar contest.Sources in Kathmandu
indicate that Balen will visit Delhi either before
or after the UNGA in September, but India will
be his first foreign visit. Balen or Wagle have not
indicated how the primary challenges-jobs and
the economy-will be addressed. The economy
was growing at 4.5 per cent, and both remit-
tances and foreign exchange reserves were
sound. Two million Nepalese work in the Gulf,
and another 6 to 8 million in India
and elsewhere. The Gulf war
over the past two years has hit
tourism and remittances, and the
economy may slide despite new
austerity programmes. Losses
due to arson during last year's Gen Z protests
were colossal, running into billions of dollars.

Still, the investment climate is likely to
improve now that a politically stable single-
party government is in power after three
decades. India, as the reputed first responder,
has yet to show its cards. The RSP was consid-
ering closing the open border and attempting
the northern route for trade through Tibet,
despite most trade being routed through
India. Nationalism has its place. Oli signed a
slew of agreements to spite India following the
economic blockade (2015). Kathmandu should
have learnt its lesson about the North, as the
Kodari-Kathmandu railway and North-South BRI
corridors remain largely aspirational.

Ordinary Nepalis frequently tell me that they
will not survive if the India-Nepal border is closed.

India has never worked with a new politi-
cal entity like the RSP. But nor had it dealt with
the National People's Power in Sri Lanka, with
whomiits relations are now among the best in
the neighbourhood. The Ghanti is not eternal,
as the vanquished can reincarnate. For now,
while the US and China shadowbox in Nepal,
India can bide its time.
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What has God planned for us?

—

AJIT KUMAR

- BISHNOI

2Nl) OPINION

These are the basic facts. There is one God; there has been
one, and there will continue to be one God eternally. The
same is true about us souls-there are many of us. We are
small, which was necessary for co-existence. Another neces-
sity was to be given free will; otherwise, we would not have
individuality. However, this free will has been limited to
desire and decision. Souls can only desire whatever they
choose, but physical acts are required to be given shape
by either God or material nature. The example is of wanting
to eat a certain fruit; one has to obtain it. This is provided
by material nature. In the case of God, He simply makes
it happen like a miracle through His ‘ichcha shakti’
(divine willpower).

A soul has the freedom to choose either of them. Most
people, knowingly or unknowingly, choose material

nature alone, with its limitations. For
example, a person desires a house to live
in, but material nature will provide it only
if he is deserving of owning it. To under-
stand this phenomenon, we must refer to
the ‘karmaphala principle’, which states:
“What you sow is what you reap." | am referring to what
we deserve based on acts done earlier, mostly in past lives.
Present acts mostly contribute to future lives. This may
appear quite unjust, because present acts should not take
so long as the next life to bear fruit. There is a way out:
choose God as the 'karta’ (doer) in your life. Perfect! He can
perform miracles. Then why do most people not take this
option? They do not, for many reasons; the most common

Dioneer
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is material consciousness-assuming oneselfto be a mate-
rial body. Due to this identification, the mind takes
control, and this faculty given to us to connect with God
is constantly trying to satisfy the senses. And the senses
are never satisfied; such is their nature. The free will given
to usis misunderstood as complete freedom, which itwas
never intended to be. Wise persons see through all this and
take shelter in God in baby steps. The moment one has such
an intention, God is interested. Is He not the whole, and
we but parts? (The Bhagavad Gita 15.7) God has praised four
types of devotees-those who take His shelter. God is also
ready to take our responsibility if we remain in His shelter,
having begun on this path. He helps to control
the mind by providing spiritual intelligence
(10.10). God, and only God, has the power to
change our fate and, most importantly, our
nature, which is the cause of most of our
present woes. God does not stop there; He
grants supreme peace (18.62), which we all
crave but never achieve on ourown.

I can go on about God's ‘kripa’ (grace); He even liberates
(18.66) us from the painful cycle of birth and death in mate-
rial bodies. Thankfully, I have begun this journey,and lam
enjoying the experience.

[ The witeris a spirtual teacher and a popular columnist j

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Heat crisis demands urgent adaptation

India's familiar summer heat has evolved into a far more
dangerous and persistent crisis. What was once con-
sidered extreme-temperatures crossing 40°C — is now
increasingly routine, while even 34-35°C in coastal
regions feels oppressive due to rising humidity.

Climate projections warn that a 2°C global temper-
ature rise could triple heat exposure, with South Asia
among the worst affected. The situation is aggravated
by “marine heatwaves", which reduce the cooling effect
of sea breezes, trapping humidity along coastal belts.

Inland regions such as Vidarbha face a different but
equally severe challenge-dry heat, hot winds,
and minimal moisture pushing temperatures to alarm-
ing highs.

The consequences are severe: rising cases of heat
exhaustion, cramps, and heatstroke; water scarcity; and
surging electricity demand straining power grids.
Overburdened grids, in turn, worsen air quality.

India must urgently strengthen heat action plans,
improve water management, and build climate
resilience. Public awareness and infrastructure readi-
ness will be critical in navigating what is fast becom-
ing the country’s new normal. India can no longer treat
extreme heat as a seasonal inconvenience.

GANPATI BHATT | AKOLA

The spirit of pluralism in Bengal

Bengal's social fabric continues to reflect a deeply
rooted commitment to secularism and shared human-
ity. Contrary to narratives of division, the region has
historically demonstrated a unique coexistence-
where communities actively participate in each
other's traditions, from supporting religious festivities
to sharing spaces and responsibilities in daily life.

This ethos owes much to the legacy of the Bengal
Renaissance, which prioritised rationality, inclusive-
ness, and human values over sectarian divisions.
Instances of mutual respect-Muslims contributing to
Durga Puja arrangements or Hindus supporting
Ramadan practices-are not exceptions but reflections
of a broader cultural mindset. Despite repeated
political attempts to polarise society, Bengal’s elec-
torate has often resisted divisive agendas, reaffirm-
ing its commitment to pluralism. The 2021 elections
served as a reminder that appeals to communal
tension may not easily override this deeply embed-
ded identity.

Bengal's example underscores an important lesson:
enduring social harmony is built not merely on tol-
erance, but on active participation and mutual
respect across communities.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

When cricket mirrors a high-stakes sprint

The Indian Premier League (IPL) exemplifies cricket
in its most dynamic and unpredictable form, resem-
bling a high-stakes sprint rather than a prolonged
contest.

Each match unfolds like a race, where momentum
shifts rapidly and a single over can determine the
outcome. The recent dominant victory of Royal
Challengers Bangalore over Delhi Capitals high-
lights this intensity. RCB surged ahead with precision
and pace, leaving their opponents struggling to keep
up. Such performances underline the importance of
discipline, strategy, and composure in the shortest
format of the game. Every IPL team is packed with
world-class talent, yet success depends not just on
skill but also on temperament.

Adropped catch, a mistimed shot, or a poorly exe-
cuted chase can prove decisive. Much like in a race,
consistency and timing are critical. For fans, this
unpredictability is the tournament’s greatest appeal.
The IPL is defined by fleeting fortunes and dramatic
turnarounds, where reputations can be made or
undone in a matter of overs. In this fast-paced arena,
only those who adapt quickly and maintain focus can
hope to emerge victorious.
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The sacred relics of Tathagata
Buddha descend upon Ladakh

For the first time in India’s history, the sacred relics of Tathagata Buddha leave their permanent repository to
bless a land that has kept the Dharma alive across centuries of hardship, altitude, and devotion.
This is a civilisation saluting itself

There are moments in a

nation’s life when history

does not merely repeat

itself — it deepens. This

= Wednesday, as the sacred

relics of Tathagata Buddha

descend upon Ladakh for

the first time in India on

this scale of public vener-

ation, | find myself reach-

GAJENDRA SINGH  ing not for the language of
SHEKHAWAT officialdom, but for some-
e L1101 fAT Ol rEVETENICE,

For centuries, Ladakh
has held the flame. Through brutal winters that freeze rivers
solid, through geopolitical pressures that would test the stur-
diest of souls, through the isolation of altitude and the
remoteness of high passes - the people of Ladakh have kept
the Dharma alive with a fidelity that humbles every insti-
tution and every government. Itis entirely fitting, then, that
India's first historic public exposition of the Tathagata relics
does not take place in a climate-controlled museum ina met-
ropolitan city. It takes place here, on the Roof of the World,
where faith is the very architecture of daily life.

And consider where these relics come from. They origi-
nate from Piprahwa, in Uttar Pradesh — the site historical-
ly identified with ancient Kapilavastu, the very birthplace
of Siddhartha Gautama. Bringing them to Ladakh is, in the
most literal sense possible, a homecoming.

A first that carries the weight of ages
The Sacred Exposition of the Holy Relics of the Tathagata
carries an official title that is also a declaration: "Peace
inTimes of Conflict.” In a world convulsed by war, frac-
ture, and rising hostility, these words challenge the
premise that conflictis inevitable, that strength requires
aggression, and that the only answer to uncertainty is
force. The Buddha answered that challenge two and a
half millennia ago. We bring his physical presence back
to remind a watching world that the answer still holds.
The sacred relics of Gautama Buddha — preserved with

otism of the Ladakhi people - especially in difficult border con-
ditions — linking their spiritual strength with national resolve
and unity. He has made clear that development in Ladakh will
go hand in hand with the preservation ofits unique culture and
environment. As the Prime Minister has emphasised: Ladakh is
notonlyaland ofimmense strategic importance, but also a living
centre of the Buddha'’s teachings. The visit of the holy relics is
both a spiritual blessing and a recognition of Ladakh’s centuries-
old role in preserving Buddhist heritage, as well as the courage
and dedication of its people in serving the nation. This vision —
ofa Ladakh that is simultaneously a frontier of national securi-
tyand a citadel of civilisational wisdom — is the most coherent
aspect of the place.

What Ladakh teaches a fractured world

The exposition is expected to be one of the largest congrega-
tions of Buddhist communities India has ever hosted. Ina world

the utmost sanctity —are travelling for the first time from MAY THIS SACRED increasingly defined by conflict, polarisation, and the politics of
their permanent place of keeping to be venerated on EXPOSITION suspicion, that congregation carries a message that tran-
Indian soil at this scale. Under Z-category security, scends faith.
aboard a special aircraft, they arrive in Leh gn [Xpril 29 ar% REMIND EACH OF The Buddha's teachings on non-violence, compassion, and
for fifteen days, from May 1 to 15, beginning on the aus- US — REGARDLESS inner awakening are not the property of any single communi-
picious occasion of the 2569th Vesak Buddha Purnima, they OF FAITH ty, sect, or lineage. Whether it is the Gelug, Drukpa, Kagyu, or
will be accessible to devotees, monks, scholars, and pil- REGARDI.ESé OF any of the other magnificent traditions that flourish in Ladakh,
rims from across the world. the essence of the Dharma remains singular: the path of karun
8 lThe venues themselves speak volumes. The Mahabodhi WHERE WE STAND a, of prajna, of harmony. The sacrled e‘xgml;sition.?r]ﬁving justuas
International Meditation Centre, the Dharma Centre at the —THAT THE the region welcomes spring and the snow begins to melt from
historic Leh Palace, the teaching ground of Jive-Tsal - the DEEPEST HUMAN the high passes, is an invitation to cross every border that divides
same sacred earth_where H_is Holine;s the Dgl_ai Lama has ASPIRATION HAS us: of sect, of nationality, and of fear.
e iy L LN AIVAYS BEENTHE  Our commitmentto s in hrtage
12 May, they will travel to the remote Zanskar Valley, car- 3 The Government of India recognises Ladakh as one of the most
rying the Buddha’s grace to a community whose Buddhist WITHOUT CAUSING important living centres of Buddhist culture in the world. We
traditions remain as deep as the gorges of their landscape. SUFFERING, TO remain committed —not in the language of policy documents
WITH alone, butin concrete action — to supporting the preservation
The land that never let the flame g0 out ACT of its monasteries, the promotion of Buddhist scholarship, and
To understand why Ladakh is the right home for this occa- WISDOM, AND TO the safeguarding of its unique cultural traditions. A large-scale
sion, one must understand what Ladakh is. It is not simply LEAVE THE WORLD Buddhist chanting ceremony involving a significant number of
a dramatic landscape of monasteries and mountains, A E MORE AT monks is being planned as part of this exposition — one that
however breathtaking that landscape may be. It is a living PEACE THAN WE organisers hope will be entered into the Guinness World Records,
university of the Dharma. From the serene heights of Hemis FOUND IT a fitting symbol of the scale of devotion this land commands.

Monastery — whose annual festival draws pilgrims from
across the Himalayan world — to the ancient frescoes of Alchi,
painted in the 10th century and still vivid with devotional
genius; from the towering Maitreya Buddha of Diskit,
which faces the Shyok River with a gaze of infinite compas-
sion, to the layered wisdom of Thiksey, often compared to
the great monasteries of Tibet — Ladakh has been, for over
a thousand years, one of the most extraordinary reposito-
ries of Buddhist philosophy, art, manuscript tradition, and
living practice on the planet. These monasteries, and the
monks who inhabit them, are the active transmitters of a
tradition that has survived every geopolitical storm the
Himalayan region has known. And they have done this work
of preservation under conditions that would tax the imag-
ination of most administrators: extreme cold, scarce
resources, infrastructural isolation, and a geography that
demands courage simply to inhabit. It is India’s formal
acknowledgement of what Ladakh has always been — not
a peripheral territory at the edge of the map, buta beating
spiritual heart at the centre of the nation’s identity.

Avision rooted in civilisational depth
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has consistently

described Ladakh as a vibrant centre of Buddhist culture and
spirituality. He has spoken often of the resilience and patri-

The Union Government will continue to work closely with the
monastic institutions and the people of Ladakh to ensure that
this rich heritage flourishes and reaches the world. The recent-
ly launched digital portals for both Ladakh Tourism and the Sacred
Exposition itself are steps in that direction.

The Ministry of Culture, the Archaeological Survey of India, the
International Buddhist Confederation, and the local organisa-
tions of Ladakh — the Gonpa Association, the Buddhist
Association, and the UT Administration under Lieutenant
Governor Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena— have worked together with
a unity that mirrors the very teaching the relics carry.

A moment that belongs to all of us

As the sacred relics of Tathagata Buddha arrive in Ladakh this
Wednesday, something ancient stirs. It is the recognition that
some things in the life of a civilisation matter more than the polit-
ical cycle of any given season. The Buddha's message of com-
passion is one such thing. Ladakh's fidelity to that message is
another.May the blessings of the Buddha bring peace to every
home in Ladakh, harmony among all communities, and spiri-
tual awakening to all beings. And may this sacred exposition
remind each of us — regardless of faith, regardless ofwhere we
stand — that the deepest human aspiration has always been the
same: to live without causing suffering, to act with wisdom, and
to leave the world a little more at peace than we found it.

The writer is the Union

Minister for Culture and

Tourism, Government of
India
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Tehran was never the point
& the map that still burns

In moments of heightened crisis, great powers often fall
prey to a familiar illusion: the belief that force can impose
order on complexity. Today, as tensions between the United
States and Iran continue to simmer, that illusion is once
again shaping strategic thinking in ways that risk desta-
bilising not only the Middle East, but the international
system itself. Regardless of intention, the elimination of
Iranian state capacity produces consequences that align
with long-! ing US strategic interests-BRI disruption,
INSTC collapse, dollar hegemony reinforcement, Russia-
China exposure. These consequences are real whether Washington planned them or
not. What we are witnessing is not the calculated aggression of a collapsing empire,
noracoherent grand strategy aimed at reshaping the global order through a single deci-
sive war. It is something more unsettling: a world in transition, where power is diffuse,
rivalries overlap, and traditional instruments of control are increasinglyill-suited to the
complexity they seek to manage. The United States remains, by any meaningful measure,
the world's most formidable military and financial power. its global reach is unmatched;
its alliances extensive. Yet power today no longer guarantees control. The post-Cold War
moment of unchallenged primacy has given way to a far more contested landscape.

China has emerged as a systemic economic and technological competitor, while Russia
continues to assertitself as a disruptive geopolitical force. In such an environment, the
temptation to act decisively is understandable. But here lies the paradox: the ability to
strike is not the same as the ability to shape outcomes. The capacity to destroy does
not confer the power to rebuild-or to control what follows. Iran embodies this paradox.
Itis nota conventional great power, yet itis far from weak. Its strength lies in networks,
alliances, and asymmetric strategies that defy traditional military calculations. Toimagine
that it can be “obliterated” as a
strategic actor is to misunderstand
both the nature of the Iranian state
and the dynamics of the region it
inhabits. The Middle East is not a
vacuum. Itis adense web of political,
sectarian, and strategic relationships,
where the collapse of one node
reverberates across many others. It
would radiate outwards-into Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, and the Gulf-activating a complex ecosystem of state and non-state actors
whose interests are deeply intertwined with Tehran’s. The economic shock would be
immediate. The Strait of Hormuz, through which a significant share of global energy
flows, would become a flashpoint. Even the perception of risk in this narrow corridor
would send shockwaves through global markets, driving up energy prices, disrupting
supply chains, and amplifying inflationary pressures worldwide. For much of the devel-
oping world, the consequences would be severe and immediate. Rising fuel costs would
strain already fragile economies, while disruptions in fertiliser and food supply chains
could undermine agricultural stability. These are not abstract risks-they translate into
real human hardship. Yet the most profound consequences may be strategic.

Alarge-scale confrontation with Iran would unfold within a broader geopolitical contest.
For China and Russia, such a conflict would present both opportunity and narrative: an
opportunity to expand influence in a distracted global environment, and a narrative
reinforcing perceptions of Western unilateralism and instability. Far from restoring
American primacy, such a scenario could accelerate its erosion. This does not mean the
world is on the brink ofa third world war. Structural realities still act as a brake on direct
great-power confrontation. Neither China nor Russia has an interest in entering a full-
scale war with the United States over Iran. The costs would be prohibitive; the outcomes
uncertain. But the absence of global war does notimply stability. What is emerging instead
is the normalisation of what might be called “dirty wars" — prolonged, ambiguous con-
flicts fought through proxies, economic pressure, cyber operations, and information
warfare. These conflicts blur the line between war and peace, erode norms, and create
conditions for incremental escalation without clear thresholds. The Middle East has
become a central arena for such dynamics. The wars in Iraq and Syria have already demon-
strated the limits of military intervention in producing stable outcomes.

To repeat this pattern on a larger scale would not signal strength. It would reveal strate-
gic stagnation. This brings us to a critical question: is the United States still acting as
though it is the sole superpower? In rhetoric, perhaps. In reality, increasingly less so.
The constraints it faces-economic, political, and strategic-are real. Recognising them is
not asign of weakness, but of adaptation. The era in which dominance could be imposed
through force alone has passed. What is required now is a recalibration-one that pri-
oritises stability over spectacle, and long-term outcomes over short-term demonstra-
tions of power. For Iran, this means acknowledging that its own strategies of influence
and asymmetry carry risks not only for its adversaries, but for the region as a whole.

For the United States, it means recognising that the pursuitof absolute dominance
in a multipolar world is not only unrealistic, but counterproductive. The alternative
is notvictory. It is entanglement. History offers a sobering lesson: great powers rarely
collapse through decisive defeat. More often, they erode through overextension-trapped
in conflicts that drain resources without delivering resolution.The real danger, there-
fore, is not a single catastrophic war, but a series of prolonged engagements that cumu-
latively weaken strategic position. We are entering an era defined not by decisive vic-
tories, but by persistent instability-where crises are continuous, resolutions elusive,
and the line between competition and conflict increasingly blurred. Avoiding this tra-
jectory requires restraint, diplomacy, and strategic clarity. It requires acknowledg-
ing a fundamental truth: The destruction of a civilisation is not a strategy. It is a failure
ofimagination. Iran, with its deep historical roots and complex societal fabric, cannot
be reduced to a target. Nor can the Middle East be reshaped through force without
consequence. The belief that such actions could pave the way for confronting other
global powers is not only flawed-it is dangerously detached from the realities of inter-
dependence that define today’s world. The war on Iran is a structural intervention-
whether consciously Mackinderian or not-whose i con-
sequence is the disruption of the Eurasian connectivity archi-
tecture, and whose unintended consequence is the acceler-
ation of the very axis consolidation it sought to prevent. Itis
not the opening move in a planned confrontation with China
and Russia. It is the opening of a window of maximum vul-
nerability during which that confrontation becomes more
likely-initiated not by il but by Beijing. And that
choice, like the currents that pass through the Strait of Hormuz,
cannot be deferred indefinitely.

WAIEL AWWAD
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Jan Vishwas 2026 and the expanding drive for decriminalisation

NATHISHIA CHANDHY,
SIDDHARTH JHA AND
ANKEETAA MAHESSHWARI

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill,
2026 represents one of the most far-reaching
attempts in recent years to rationalise India’s reg-
ulatory framework. Covering 784 provisions
across 79 Central Acts administered by 23 min-
istries, the Bill significantly expands the scope
of the Union government’s effort to reduce the
criminalisation of regulatory non-compliance.
Having been passed by the Rajya Sabha on April

ensuring compliance and reducing the
burdens associated with criminal enforcement.
To achieve this, the Bill relies on several mech-
anisms of decriminalisation and rati isati
First, many offences are reclassified from criminal
offences to civil contraventions, typically by
replacing imprisonment with monetary penalties.
This shift removes the need for criminal prosecu-
tion in routine compliance matters, thereby
easing pressure on the judicial system while reduc-
ing the risk of incarceration for relatively minor vio-
lations. Second, the Bill introduces graded penal-
ties and compliance opportunities before punitive
action is triggered. Third, offences that are consid-
ered redundant or outdated have been omitted

2,2026, it now awaits Pr ial assent.

- Fourth, several offences have been

The legislation replaces the earlier Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, which was
examined by a Select Committee of the Lok
Sabha before being withdrawn in March 2026.
In comparison, the 2026 Bill is substantially wider
in scope. While the 2025 version proposed the
decriminalisation of provisions across 17 Acts
administered by 10 ministries, the current Bill
adds 62 more Central Acts and expands the
number of provisions examined within the
previously covered statutes.

At its core, the Jan Vishwas exercise seeks to
apply the principle of proportionality in punish-
ment. The underlying premise is that not all
instances of non-compliance warrant criminal
prosecution or the threat of imprisonment. By
recalibrating penalties for regulatory offences,
the legislation attempts to strike a balance

made compoundable, allowing violations to be
settled through the payment of prescribed sums
rather than through criminal proceedings. Finally,
in certain cases, monetary penalties have been
enhanced and timelines introduced for their
payment in order to retain a deterrent effect.

According to estimates released by the Press
Information Bureau, the 2026 Bill proposes to
reclassify 432 criminal offences as civil offences.
It also compounds or reduces jail terms for 17
offences and removes imprisonmentand|or fines
entirely for 244 offences. In scale and ambition,
the exercise marks a significant effort to mod-
ernise India’s regulatory architecture.

The breadth of the Bill is reflected in the wide
range of sectors it touches. The legislation pro-
poses amendments to laws governing industry,
mining, coal, power, petroleum and natural gas,

finance, transport and infrastructure, textiles,
food safety and healthcare, as well as shipping
and ports.

One notable development is the inclusion of
several sectoral legislations that were previous-
ly outside the scope of the reform. In an earlier
analysis published in Scrollin, “With fines
instead of jail terms, new bill aims to simplify
legal compliance”, we had noted that key leg-
islations regulating sectors such as mining had
remained largely untouched in the earlier iter-
ation of the Bill. The 2026 version addresses this
gap by proposing amendments to seven laws
governing coal and non-coal mining, as well as
the petroleum and natural gas sectors.

Under the mining framework regulating off-
shore and onshore extraction, breaches of
licence conditions that previously attracted
criminal penalties are proposed to be treated as
civil violations, albeit accompanied by significant-

ly higher monetary penalties. At the same time,
criminal liability is retained for more serious mis-
conduct such as illegal mining, suggesting an
attempt to differentiate between routine com-
pliance lapses and more serious violations.

The Bill also undertakes significant rationali-
sation in the transport sector. Amendments have
been proposed to ten legislations governing ship-
ping, ports and motorways. For instance, under
the Inland Vessels Act, 2021, 20 of the 32 offences
have been decriminalised. Across these statutes,
offences have either been made compoundable
or reclassified as civil contraventions.

Beyond sectoral regulation, the |an Vishwas exer-
cise also seeks to make laws more citizen-centric
by easing certain everyday compliance require-
ments. Amendments have been proposed to
nearly 45 provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

Similarly, amendments to the Railways Act,
1989 introduce a conditional decriminalisation
framework. Offenders are first given the oppor-
tunity to settle violations by paying a pre-
scribed penalty. Criminal consequences, includ-
ing imprisonment or fines, arise only if the
penalty order is not complied with. Offences such
as travelling without a valid ticket, unauthorised
occupation of berths, and hawking goods
without authorisation fall within this framework.

Changes proposed to the Metro Railways
(Operation and Maintenance) Act, 2002 follow a
similarapproach. Activities such as causing nui-
sance while intoxicated, conducting demonstra-
tions, unauthorised sale of goods within metro
premises, or defacing public notices are pro-

posed to be treated as civil violations attracting
monetary penalties. In cases where imprison-
ment provisions remain, extreme punishments
such as lifeimprisonment have been rationalised.

While the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2026 is an ambitious and neces-
sary reform, its scale raises important questions.
The framework guiding which offences are
decriminalised remains largely unclear, risking
anad hoc approach driven by administrative dis-
cretion rather than consistent principles.

This inconsistency is also visible in the design
of penalties. While some statutes include clear
timelines and consequences for delay, others do
not, weakening the overall coherence of the
reform.

Equally, assessing success remains a challenge.
Goals such as improving the ‘ease of doing busi-
ness' and ‘ease of living' require measurable
benchmarks. Without these, it will be difficult to
evaluate impact or determine the need for course
correction.

Ultimately, the success of the Jan Vishwas ini-
tiative will depend not just on the number of pro-
visions amended, but on the clarity of its
guiding principles and the rigour with which its
outcomes are implemented and assessed.
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CONTRAPUNTO

] Where it is a duty to worship the sun, it is pretty
sure to be a crime to examine the laws of heat
~JOHN MORLEY

Woods & Shoulds

Forest fires are getting worse in India. It's time to
get serious about decarbonisation

unday and Monday were infernally hot. Indian cities took the

top 95 positions for day temperatures. And the hills promised

no respite. They were hot, too, and burning. Reports of forest
fires from Uttarakhand and Tamil Nadu made Page 1 yesterday.
Nothing unusual there - it’s India’s annual 12-week wildfire season
after all. But satellite images showed 13,771 large fires across Indian
forests by Monday, which is more than the average for past 15 summers,
And itfits into a global trend of worsening wildfire seasons.

Across the world, forest fires are starting earlier and lasting
longer. for three main reasons. One, rising temperatures, especially
at night; two, less rain; three, early melting of snow. In India, the
snow factor only applies to northern mountains, but the other two
are experienced everywhere. For example, while our attention is
riveted to fires in scenic Kumaon and Nilgiris, Gujarat and Bihar
have had the most forest fires in the past four weeks.

Now, forest firesare “normal”.
They occurred before humans -
friction caused by wind in dry
weather, and lightning, caused
massive fires. What's abnormal
about today's fires is the warmer
climate we have created, which
makes starting and sustaining a
fire easier. Studies show forest
fires now burn twice as much tree cover as they did 20 years ago.
And they add even more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, making
Earth toastier. While burning of fossil fuels releases 37bn tonnes
of CO: annually, forest fires can add another 8bn tonnes, or 20%
more. Plus, loss of trees reduces capacity to pull CO: out of the air.
In 2024, the world lost 13.5mn hectares of forest cover — more than
theareaof Greece.

Longstory short, to save forests, the world needs toreduce green-
house gas emissions fast. That means, burning less fossil fuels.
Easier said than done when temperatures and incomes are rising.
ACs account for about 7% of India’s power demand, when fewer
than 10% of Indians use them. What will happen as AC and car
ownership shoot up in the world's largest population? It depends on
our will to decarbonise. On Saturday, when India’s energy demand
made a new record, solar energy met 22% of it. We have enough
installed capacity to raise this to 50% or even 60%. But the planet
won't cool in a day. We still have to fight forest fires with planning,
community-based forest management, and remote sensing. There's
nosubstitute for boots on the ground.

Docs Who Won't Listen

Medical boards have become a hostile barrier
to women’s reproductive rights
On paper, Indian women have a sympathetic law to access

abortion. In practice, it isa permission slip that the medical

establishment frequently refuses to sign, often persuading
courts to also follow its lead. But on Friday, Supreme Court really
called out such overreach, by AIIMS no less. The bench of Justices
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan underlined that neither the absence of
foetalabnormality, nor the passage of time, negate a pregnant woman's
right to terminate her pregnancy. These are, actually, arguments
used to deny women’s autonomy, as commonly as wrongly.

Butif doctors can use suchargumentstoblock awoman’s exercise
of autonomy, it’s because the law doesn’t empower her to seek an
abortion simply on the basis of deciding
what’s best for her. While one medical
practitioner must support her decision
for a pregnancy up to 20 weeks, two are
;, needed between 20-24 weeks, and beyond
this, shemust be supported by aspecialised
i medical board. As in the above case, this
support is often denied on the basis of
foetal viability, a legal concept imported
wholesale from American anti-abortion
jurisprudence. But this is only one of the
many faces of medical stonewalling. A 27-year-old married mother
of two pleading mental health, a 20-year-old female NEET aspirant
pleading career, a 15-year-old rape survivor... The only thing common
to all the women who are being denied access to abortion, is that
they are women, Indian women.

Of course, she will fight on. Because she can’t just surrender
control of her own body, inseparable from her mind. Even if that
means a strange situation, where the courthouse, not the clinic,
seems to have become the primary venue for reproductive health.
The only way to escape this abnormal condition is to properly hand
over the right to abortion to women. Right now; it very much vests
with doctors instead.

Questionable democracy

How much govt do we need to have, to govern us properly?
Jug Suraiya

Den ionmar point,
but neverafull stopbecause democracv swork isnever done.
India’

What Bengal’s Saying Today

Anti-incumbency against Trinamool is high, but BJP'IL still find it tough. Four reasons: disconnect with Bengali
‘culture’, immigration isn't a big issue, anger over SIR, GOI blamed for ‘discontinuing’ rural jobs scheme

Neeraj Kaushal

Mamata Banerjee's record as chief
minister of Bengal has been a mixed
bag. After 15 years at the helm, her

Commission has lost all credibility with voters, both
Hinduand Muslim.

Migrant workers from the state are returning to
vote to ensure their names remain on the rolls - they
feara failure to vote may become an excuse todeny them

party faces strong anti-i
Yet, for BJP, the principal opposition
party in the state, the task of unseating
her govt remains an uphill battle.
Here’s why.

i acsBegal.

Image: Al

1llegal, who? | First, BJP's primary goals for
the state do not reflect the concerns of people
of Bengal. Its two topmost campaign promises
areto tighten bordersecurity,and curbillegal
border crossings from Bangladesh. These may
have resonated with Hindu alarmists across
the country in the national elections but are
not major concerns of Bengali voters in the
state assembly election. =
That is an important insight gained from
statewide field visits. Voters I interviewed
reported nodirect contact with illegal migrants.
Many had never met an illegal migrant. One
young man in Murshidabad said that he had
met Hindu! mlgrams fro om Bangladesh but no
iyas” (Amit:
for Muslim i immigr ants who've crossed over
illegally). S!ausucmns will tall you that afew

proof. True, but the lack of publicalarm one
found. onafield mpsuggasls BJPfacesan uphill task.

beaserious
concern u:Dell:um‘ Mumbai, but Bengali votersare not
shaking with fear that infiltration from Bangladesh
will change the state’s demography. They simply want
good jobs and a vibrant economy that delivers these
jobs, an issue on which neither party has devoted
much time in their campaigns.

SIRred & shaken | Second. the special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, and cancellation of 90L voters,
have generated anxiety and resentment among large
sections of the electorate. Routine revision of voters’
list is essential to exclude duplicates, the dead, and
missing individuals. Yet, the exercise in West Bengal
has created existential fear among voters and Election

citizenship. Many the spectrum doubt
if the SIR issue willatall determine the election outcome.
BJP hopes Muslim votes will get divided between TMC,
COI’I"!‘ESS and Left Front. But the fears stoked by the

if BJP were to win in Bengal. “They will not let you eat
fish, meat or even eggs. You will not be able to speak
in Bengali. If you do, they will call you Bangladeshi,”
shewarned in her campaign speeches.

BJP has struggled to put up a serious defence against
Mamata'sallegations. Having passed aseriesof regulatory
directives on meat shops and restaurants in BJP-run
Detlhi, UP and Bihar, BJP is in a dilemma as to how to
deny TMCs s allegations.

¥ Muslim votes behind TMC.

That non-Bengali challenge | Third, Hindi-speaking
polmclans from outside the state have led the BJP
campaign, reinforcing perceptions that the party is an

outside force more than homegrown. Compounding ,.

these perceptions is the party's
failure to project a credible Bengali
chief ministerial candidate.

BJP claims the party strategy
has long been not to name a CM-to-be
in state elections. Yet, it adds to BJP's difficulties in
projecting itself asa Bengali party.

Mamata hasalso taken advantage of BJP's inability
to bond with Bengali voters. She has made the election
a battle to save Bengali identity. In her speeches, she
points at the attitudes and practices of local BJP netas
in the Hindi-belt as a marker for what would happen

response is to laugh them off, as Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Assam CM and an active
campaigner for BJP in north Bengal, did. In
a campaign speech, he invited Mamata to a
meat-eating contest and challenged that he
can eat two kilos more of meat than the TMC
~ chief. Some in the audience laughed, but others
sneeredat the shallowness of his tirade.

Jobs, jobs, jobs | Finally, Mamata’'s campaign
slogan ‘bodol noy, bodla chai’ (not change, but
§ revenge) has resonated with voters deprived
of benefits under centrally sponsored schemes
suchas NREGand PM Awas Yojana that Centre
hascancelled in Bengal.

Since March 2022, Bengal has not received
funds for NREG. following Centre's allegation
of widespread corruption, financial irregularities,
and non-compliance with central directives.
‘While these allegations may not be entirely
untrue, similar irregularities did not lead
to cancellation of funds in other states. The
cancellation in Bengal was, thus, seen as reeking of
political vendetta.

NREG provided a constitutional guarantee of 100

days of employment a year to one person per family.
But when Centre stopped releasing NREG

POLLS® m1:a3026 Joba. Seudies Show U this s ed 10

Bengal, TN Assum Kerala

large-scale migration from rural to urban
areas, as well as to other states. Families
that were approved to receive funds under PM Awas
Yojana have not received the funds. Voters who have
lost the approved funds for PM Awas Yojana, or have
lost jobs assured under NREG, are angry.

Anger is a stronger emotion than hope for change.
‘And that is what will determine the outcome of the
assembly election.

With Thorium, India Will Be In Its Element

Washington isn’t interested in being a guarantor of anything, including energy supplies. New
Delhi’s strategic response must centre around the one energy source it has in abundance

Swarnodeep Homroy

War in West Asia has, once again,
exposed thefragility of India’s energy
security. Nearly 90% of its crude oilis
imported, and close to half originates
in the Gulf. The standoff in Strait
4 of Hormuz has rippled through
Prof of Finance,  the by rising

dominant supplier: In July of that year, EU signeda $750bn
energy purchase agreement, stabilising supplies, but
tying the continent's energy future to Washington
moretightly thanat any point in history.

The dependence extended beyond fuel. Biden's
Inflation Reduction Act, channelled hundreds of billions

emerged under the pressure of crisis. India’s deal

emerged under the pressure of tariffs. The circumstances

differ; butin both cases, they lead to a greater dependence

on US. This dependence is manageable only as long

as American commitments remain credible. But Iran

war has exposed the fragility of Amencan secuntv
b

of dollars in toclean energy uring,

Muchas Britain’ I power

on the condition that production take place in US.
Siemens, and BASF began shifting

Univ of Groningen, demand am]d scorching summer

Netherlands temperatures. As the crisis drags on,

structural lessons are coming into

focus: West's use of energy security as a tool of statecraft

has entered a new phase where political alliances are

largely mdundam.

i ia-Ukrainewar, India

vulnel ability w1th cons\derable pragmatism, buying
ude that Western

cmum ies chose not to import directly. By 2024, Russia

had become India’slargest oil supplier:

Thi ;

is Inreality,
itoperated withinasystem whoserulesarestill largely
shaved by Western msnmuons ‘Washington tolerated
gmaticreasons. Thearr
keeps Russian cmde ﬂowmg into global markets,
preventing adamaging oil price spike.

Rules of the trade remain governed by Western
shipping, insurance, and financial networks, preserving
American leverage over every barrel. India's access
to Russian oil does not reflect geopolitical freedom,
but participation in a managed energy system whose
architecture it cannot yet shape.

When' imposed tariffs on Indi ts,
partly related to the continued purchases of Russian
crude, New Delhi had to adjust its import mix, accepting
costlier energy inputs. The use of multiple policy
instruments to control global energy flows, is now an
unmistakable American priority.

India is not thefirstcountry toface thisrecalibration.
For decades, cheap Russian pipeline gas underwrote
Europe's industrial competitiveness, particularly
Germany’s. When that supply collapsed after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, American LNG filled the gap, but
at a structural cost. By 2025, US had become Europe’s

investment across the Atlantic, while thyssenkrupp
closed European facilities. What began as an energy
emergency had become an industrial migration.

In Washington, there is bipartisan

isis, ibili of American
security guarantees is likely to bereassessed.

The current energy crisis offers a lens into this
emerging order - one in which energy and industrial
policies are no longer sepalahle from foreign policy,
and t be left entirely to global

-

rebuild American industrial capacity, and shorten
supply chains in semiconductors, batteries, critical
minerals, and energy technology. India does not yet
face Europe’s predicament. However, the underlying
risksare thesame.

The Feb 2026 India-US proposed trade agreement
illustrated the dilemma. In exchange for tariff relief
and removal of punitive duties, India agreed to reduce
purchasing Russian oil, and committed to buying
roughly $500bn worth of American energy, technology.
and industrial products over five years.

Europe’s own $750bn energy agreement with US,

markets. India’s tradition of strategic multilateralism,

may pr 1y the ili ‘(henexlphﬂse of
isation d is. But political mult

needs to be paired with an accelerated push towards

energy sovereignty.

While the world's attention was fixed on Hormuz,
and diplomatic manoeuvring in Islamabad, India’s
thorium programme reached a major developmental
milestone on April 6. With the world's largest deposits
in India, thorium offers something no Gulf mlalionship
or i gyatscale,an
to itical disruption. 2y generauon
has also expanded rapidly, and the opening up of the
nuclear sector to private participation may expand
nuclear power in coming decades.

Butbreederand
slow to commercialise. They won’t deliver near- term

ital-intensiv

£ power at a cost that competes easily with renewables,

gas, conventional reactors. In the interim, India must
navigate the multi-polar geopolitics of energy.

This demands a foreign policy that is more institu-
tionalised and less reactive. India's energy relationships
have historically been managed episodically, rather
than by a long-term strategy to diversify sources and
buildleverage.

India does have a head start: itsmultilateral traditions,
diplomatic reach across competing blocs, and now a
credible path to domestic energy at scale. But convertmg
that position into a durable advantage will require
stronger institutions, and a political class willing to
think in decades, rather than electoral cycles.

Calvin & Hobhes

LOOK AT HoW PEOPLE ARE
PORTRAYED N COMIC STRIPS
THE WOMEN ARE INDECISIVE
WHINERS, NAGGING

AND LAZY GOOF - OFF S/

UNAPPRECIATED, AND
UNSUCCESSFUL !
1

<155 WatwranDariuwa o i)

AND THE MEN ARE NO BETTER.
THEY'RE BEFUDDLED MORONS,
HEAVY DRINKERS, GLUTTONS,

EVERYONE \S \NCOMPETENT,

Sacredspace

WHAT KIND OF INSIDIOUS Secl
PROGRAMMING /S THIS 7 NO
WONDER THE WORLDS SUCH A
MESS.! T DEMAND POLITICALY
CORRECT, MORAUY UPLIETING

AND LOOK,
AL THE K\DS

ROLE MODELS IN THE FUNNIES

NES, WE ALL KNOW HoW Funn
GOD ROLE MODELS ARE

[] Peoplearelike

| stained-glass

E windows. They
sparkle and shine

out, but when the

N darknesssets in.

their true beauty is revealed only

ifthere is alight from within.
Elisabeth Kilbler-Ross

2.2 wEm

the largest in the wor rld, is working uverume toreinvent nself
inan exercise that has raised more question marks than there
are quills onan agitated porcupine.

The quesnom.hatoux democracy is: askmg itself is whether it is democratic
enoughinth thegovttoi -t y working, the govt that
theelectorate votes into office.

As the size of our electorate has increased. to reflect this increase, should
thesize of ourgovtalso increase proportionately?

The exerecise, called delimitation, is proposing to establish what the limits
of democracy are, or ought to be. Does a numerically bigger govt mean more

democracy, or less? Is democracy subject to the laws of mathematics,

m orsimplearithmetic?
) It might well seem so. A polity of a million people with just one
N J person togovern the wholelot of them wouldnot by acy,but

Changing Gears: Move At What Suits You Best

Rajashree Birla There isneed for greater emotional deedsareour and give T ible human beings.
bonding between parents and children, themasense of direction atevery turn Let me give you ashining example that
ecently, one has been readinga lot onworking witha warm heart, a cool inlife'sjourney. all will relate to easily. The example of
R about studentshootings. Astudent  head, a strong sense of valuesand a firm Recount Kahlil Gibran's seminal God of Indian cricket, Sachin Tendulkar.
ingamok, gunningdown hand on discipline. Parentsarethemost  book, The Prophet: “Your children are Hisnatural talent was discovered by his

innocent lives mindlessly and then ebbing
outhis own. Largely overseas, In India,
atmany institutes of tenhnology you

a monal chy oradictatorship. However, a polity of
e million people in which all the one million

secondop ll’llOrl deem themselves to be rulers, would stretch the
_ ition of democracy as a govt of the people,
by the people, and for the peaple to make it indistinguishable from anarchy,
inwhich everyone'sarulerand noone isruled.

Like Goldilocks, democracy needs to find a chair that is not too small, not
toobi hut just lherlgh[ size toseatitself in.

Thi Unlike Goldi
butamulm:hcl(yoi chau's ‘whichmake up the sittingroom, called P:

Is the current size of our Parliament democratic enough for democracy, or
does the calculus of democracy require more?

achair

important teachers, whoshould never
succumb toa cultureof indulgence.
Notlongago, when small affordable

not yourchildren...
You may give them your love but not
your thoughts,

hearof One carsstarted dotting the roads of - For they have their own thoughts.
feelsso concerned. The highly complex Mumbai, adear friend gifted her S8 You may house their bodies
competitive cutthroatenvironment isa granddaughter one of those but not their souls,
blamefactor; alongw ith problemsof the vehicles. To her utter surpnse 5 For their soulsdwell in the
‘mind among man; Ll ® houseof tomorrow”.
the situation toan extem drive lhe car: Why? Because My husband, Adityaji, and
Childrenare the greatest gift of God thenshe would be looked i had read The Prophet many,
and undeniably the greatest blessing uponasalower mi ide byside,
forall parents. True that parenting person! Bothof us were THE SPEAKING TREE Both of usthenmadea pact
today is extremely challenging, with appal]ed. And after some that this piece of sageadvice
1d i

both parents busy with their jobs. The
sheer competitiveness that you see
among chud.ren and more so in parents

Yesitdoes, say proponentsof delimitation. No,say h imitation
is de limit. With electoral scales hanging in the balance in four states and a
Union territory, delimitation adds another question to the endless question
marks of democracy.

isalar e, the fabric of our
society needs to beretextured. Instead
of always being in the fastest forward
gear, move at what suits you best.

thegift wa the
approach being ‘let her uber it out.” This
wasarare decision. Other elders would

radar s
our children. We believed that parenting
meant nurturmg, glv mg uncond.monal

father when Sachin was seven years old.
He was groomed by his coach, Ramakant
Achrekar. Sachin’s brother would always
gowith Sachin. It is this family structure
and teacher support that, by Sachin’s
ownadmission, provided the bedrock

of hiscricketing career:

The point that one wishes todrive
homeis that if we mould childrenright
from the start to give of theirvery best
andthentothinkof successas incidental,
have noaggression in thoughtordeed,
pursue their path and haveamind of
their own with discipline asa process
of learning and growing, enjoying each
day as it comes, life would be different. No

the child witha high-end
Parentsarelike Lhe North Star: Like
acompass, they hildren, embed

t, imbibing
giving’ them ‘wings, of course, a good
‘Wefelt that if these werein

theright values, impressing that good

place, children would grow up to be good,

aberrati asshootings or suicides.

The writer is chairperson, Aditya
Birla Centre for Community Initiatives
and Rural Development
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Trade travails

FTA drive may help, but policymakers shouldn’t lose
sight of India’s reducing global competitiveness

NDIA HAS JUST clinched yet another free trade agreement (FTA),
this time with New Zealand. Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on the occasion that after the soon-to-be-signed
deals with the European Union and the US, the country would have
entered into as many as nine bilateral trade agreements covering 38
advanced economies in six years, These countries together account for
nearly two-thirds of global trade, and 65-70% of global GDP.The FTAs
and the post-2021 focus on deals with developed countries draws on the
belief that no countryhas everbecome developed without actively engag-
ing with the rest of the world. With such a flurry of FTAs, India is rapidly
gtradeviathey ial route,as opposed to the regularmost-
favoured nation stream whichis undera cloud owing to the US’s blatant
assault on rule-based international trade. Over 60% of India’s imports
could flow through the preferential route in a couple of years, up from
less than a quarter now.

The grim reality, however, is that what sets the context for these FTAs
is India’s dismal export performance. At $442 billion, India’s merchan-
dise exports in FY26 were lower than the high of $450.5 billion registered
inFY23.0utward goods shipments barely grewin the three years through
FY26.That the slump was not singularly due to subdued world trade is
clearfrom the fact that the current US dollar value of world merchandise
trade, as measured by exports,was $26.26 trillion in 2025, up 7% on-
year.Goods trade volume expanded 4.6%in 2025, exceeding world GDP
growth of 2.9%. Not only could Indianot match the global average, italso
witnessed a virtual export contraction through the last fouryears.

Exportvalues have shrunk more sharplyin traditional labour-intensive
sectors—gems and jewellery shipments declined for four years in a row
through FY26,withan average annual fall of 7.8%; readymade garment
exports fell for three straight years through FY26,with anaverage annual
contraction of 7.3%.What Indiaappears to have done well in recent years
is electronics exports with an average annual growth of 32%since FY22,
but the import content is quite large in this segment. In the decade
through FY25, India’s services exports grew by an average annual rate of
10.3%, but the growth slowed to 7.9% in FY26, which is slightly below
the global average.India’s share in global services exportsisaround 4.3%
now, much higher than below 2% two decades ago. But furtheraccelera-
tion hinges on graduating into high-value services.

A fast-growing economy like ours should typically gain from trans-
acting with the external world. Instead, India’s foreign trade is currently
detracting from its gross value added. With the World Trade Organiza-
tion predicting that global merchandise trade volume growth could drop
t0 1.9% in 2026 due to the West Asia conflict, the short-term prospects
aren’tany brighter. The point is that the structural weakness of the econ-
omy is as much to blame for the subdued trend in the country’s foreign
trade as the global headwinds.Alookat the granular data will reveal that
the country’s export competitiveness has actually declined in recent
years.Toa certain extent,exporters have managed to offset thiswith quick
market diversification. However, for India to benefit from the China Plus
One supply chain strategy, rising labour costs must be offset by overall
productivity gains. Thereisalsoan urgent need toredouble efforts to con-
trol logistics costs.

OpenAl needs jury's help
as it sheds baggage

INATI'EMP'nNGTO finda; |ury inthe caseof Musk uAImmn,USDJsmn JudgeYvonne
Gonzale: 1 nﬂum election. That fig-
ures: To many Cali Elon Musk or Sam Altman
is like deciding between gettinga slap in the face ora knee to the groin.

But decide they must, and their decision will have profound consequences for
OpenAl artificial-intellj elandscape.Altmanisaccused of llega-
lly converting OpenAl from nonprofit to for-profit. that thestruc-
ture be reverted, that Altman and OpenAl Pmsldent Greg Brockman be removed as
executiveofficersand that the company pay him $134 billionin damages—funds he
said hewould donate to the reformed nonprofit.

The stakes for OpenAl are existential at worst and a serious burden atbestasit

bli i thﬂwmpmxy

gopublic.in

level— hevideo creator: di
science research and even putting on holdits plans foran eroticversion of ChatGPT.
i OpenAl'searly

lead due to ChatGPT risks being further. ch:se.!led away. The Wall Street ]onmal rep-
orted onTuesday that OpenAl has missed internal userand:

Aday carlier, it was able to loosen the shackles of its deal with Microsoft that had
longturned sour.OpenAl cannowworkwithother cloud-computing firms toget the
power it needs to keep expanding and gain much-needed enterprise customers, The
deal between Microsoft and OpenAl, which had been seen as a significant boon for
both firms just a couple of years ago, had risked turning ugly: Microsoft had consid-
ered suingat one point,according toa report.

But while these baggage-shedding moves improve OpenAl’s IPO prospects, they
will hardly matterif the ChatGPT maker comes worse off in
this nasty spat with Musk. Bloomberg Intelligence puts the
chancesof OpenAllosingat 60%. If thejurysideswith Musk,
itwill,at theveryleast,greatly slow down OpenAI’s progress
towards the public markets, even if the company can event-
ually win on appeal. If that fails, it's hard to see how a non-
profit OpenAl would be able to attract the necessary fund-
ingtocontinueitscur ion:

s Opinion

ONSOLIDATING TWO
REGULATORY regimes
into one is the easy part.
Thehardertaskistodoso
without quietly expand-
ing the reach of either. The International
Financial Services Centres Authority’s
(IFSCA) draft Prohibition of Market Abuse
in Securities Markets Regulations, 2026,

released forp Marché,

® IFSCA DRAFT RULES
INSIDER TRADING & MARKET FRAUD IN ONE INSTRUMENT IS FINE, BUT MARKET ABUSE REGULATION LIVES IN ITS EDGES

Consolidate, don’t overreach

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

@ SECURING PEACE

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

By tackling terrorism, separatism, and extremism
without exception, we transform regional
security from a challenge into a cornerstone

for peace and prosperity

views.

Slmllar]y, the draft treats “short sell
securities in the hope of driving the price
down”as fraudulent. However, short sell-
ing reflects a legitimate market view and
coumbu tes tu pnce discovery. Th.|s and

market abuse framawork into areas belv
teraddressed throughriskcontrols.While
market integrity is important, not every

attempts consolidation. It proposes to tions, leaving such standards to be specn— P the PIT. i b marketimpact fraudu-

replace the Sebi (Prohibition of Insider | fiedlaterbytheIFSCA.Tk aninformant ilydi lent. Given the seriousness of such a

Trading [PIT]) Regu]auons 2015,and the underthe Pl‘l'reglﬂanons thecode ofcon- mation pertaining to insider trading vio- charge, it must be defined narrowly and

Sebi( and Unfair ductappli Ps)— lations to Sebi. Such an informant is pro- not capture legitimate trading practices.

Trade Practic ities Mar- hose d d by thy isation ba- tected fromretaliation and victimisation, The draft regulatmns also set out dev
f

ket) Regulatmns,ZOOB (PFUTP regula-
tions) as they apply in the IFSC, folding
insider trading and market fraud intoa
single instrument.

Presently, in the IFSC, the PIT regula-

sed on theiractual or potential access to
UPSL This typlcally includes

and is ehglble for a rewazd based on the
Thisinfor-

no longer appears in

exect
DPsare subject to }ugher comphancc re-
i including

o 2
the d.raft regulations. However, 1t uught to

‘market
and msxdermdmg.bmadlymtwo catego-
ries. First, a person may show they made
iesandrelied on credible

which s a fair ion for

8
sensitive information (UPSI)—informa-
tion pertainingtoalisted entity thatisnot
generally available but which, if made
available,would materiallyaffect the price
of that entity’s securities. Persons who in
the preceding sixmonths have beenasso-
ciated with a company in a capacity that
would allow themaccess to UPSI are con-
sidered “connected persons”, Both con-
tuall

ing pre-clearance of trades from

across the IFSCA's regulator;

bonafid duct.But thi:

ideally be limited to fraudulent ormanip-
ulative practicesand not extend toinsider
tmdmg Second,a person mayargue that

itiessuchas underwntmg,markct makmg

priate,
these should preferab!y be exduded from

than

tobe pwved.

the compliance officer. rather than discarded as it

Underthedraftregulations, ~ee————————— has often led to successful

unless the same is reintro- Cornering and enforcement proceedings.

ducedin thecode of conduct short selling are The PFUTP regulations theiracti

standards specified by the prohibit any person from

IFSCA, there may be amove not frauds because ingin four i or price

away from the DP frame- @ regulatorsays  ofactsin connection with

workaltogether. 50, and the DP securities—dealing in a
Underthe PIT regulati-  f, kis not a dulent manner; emp- | treated

on ontin- loymgmamp\dauve ordec-

nected persons and pel
possess UPSlare considered “insiders”.
Insidersare pmhlbﬂed from commu-

uing basis) are required
from promoters, members

detail to be left to
later rule-making

eptive devices in con-
travention of securities

nicating,p allowing
access toany UPSI, except in furtherance
of legitimate purposes, performance of
duties, or discharge of legal obligations.
They are also prohibited from trading
while in possession of UPSI save ina nar-
row range of specified cases, Listed enti-
ties, intermediaries, and fiduciaries are
required to formulate their own codes of
conduct under the PIT regulations. This
frameworkhas been largely continued in
the draft regulations, though the term
“material non-public information”
(MNPI)is used instead of UPSL

The draft regulations,however,do not
prescribe minimum standards for the
code of conduct, unlike the PIT regula-

ofthe group,dire-
ctors, designated persors,
and theirimmediate relatives where tra-
desexceed ¥10lakhinacalendarquarter,

laws; emy g any devi-
ce,; scherne orartifice tode-
fraud; and engaging inanyact, practice,or
course of business that operates olwou.ld

The draft regulations are a welcome
step. Consolidating insider trading and
marketfraud intooneinstrumentisover-
due,and much of what the draft proposes
is sound. But market abuse regulation
lives in its edges, in how widely the net is
cast and how narrowly the dcfences are

with onward disclosure by the company d ordeceit. Thi: drawn. (¢ dshort
tothestockexchange. Underthedraftreg- iscontinuedin the draft regulations. f andthe
u.latjons, the threshald issetat $25,000 ThePFUTPmmﬂafmn list prac- DPf kis not a detail to be left to
and toallinsid- ticesas i or larg- laterrul king.The IFSCA should revi-
ers,maluugsuchdlsdosu:es y elycovering ibition- it hedrafti ised.Acon-
rather This rai that i thy solidated regime is worth having. A con-
erns,asastrict mterpretaf_lou would req- However, some additions raise concern. solidated regime that overreaches is not.
itie: Forinstance,the draft treats“cornering of
vt insider securities to gain control with a view to Views are personal

evenwithout MNPL. Ifjmplemmted ﬂ:us
should be acc

establish artificial demand or price” as
Given that“artificial"isunde-

on listed entities to xdenutyand notify
id their: ie:

L\ned this could risk misapplication to
algorithmictradingst-

Co-authored with Anileet Singh
Charan and Rishabh Jain,Associates,
Finsec Law Advisors

EU test: Converting access to market share

More than a trade agreement, the India-EU FTAis a
platform to reposition India within global value chains
and deepen engagement with advanced economies

NEERAJ BANSAL

Partner and Head-India Global, KPMG in India

THE INDIA-EU FREE trade agreement
(FTA) lands at a time when global trade is

The agreement enables Indian firms to
mtegmte into European value chains,

quahty of inputs and integration with

.Lower-costaccessto

le,quality,and

chain

P technology can help Indian

shifts,and a push for resilience. This is

more than just another tariff deal. itisa

strategic bet to plug India into advanced
luechains.Th

to a market of nearly two billion con-
sumers and about $24 trillion in eco-

morethan cost alone.

The opportunity pools are large. Che-
micals alone represent a $500 billion
import market in the EU, while textiles
andapparel account forover $260billion.

ketentry market

manufacturing move up thevalue curve.

Imports, in this context, are not a
threat.Theyarealevertoupgradedomes-
tic capabilities and embed India deeper
into global production systems.

Execution will determine outcomes.
Rules of origin, quahty smndards,cemﬁ—

chain traceab-

ilit compliance checkbosxe:
but market-entry conditions. For Indian
exporters,the shiftisclear: from cost arbi-
trage to standards-led competitiveness.

Bridging readiness to real scale

pULTh retention will depend on meetingevoly- A trade deal with strategic layers Policy access must now translate into
The question is how Indian firms can ing demand and moving up the value What sets this agreement apart is its commercial scale. This requires invest-
translateaccess intoshare. chain. This is where targeted actioncan  non-tradearchitecture.Cooperationspa- ~ mentincomplianc
a3 make a difference. Invest- ns secunty, defence, clean ity practices,and workforce skills.
From access to competitiveness ing in product i energy, Whatbecomescriticalnowis building
India’s share in EU imports remains  building partnershipswith | ower-cost access ~ and intellectual property. shared infrastructure—common testing
around 1-3%.Thatisth The firms,and devel- Technology partnershi- fac'LLit_ies, digiml traceability platfurms,

FTA addresses access preferential entry

opmg sector-specific clus-

to European

ps in areas such as AT and

BothAltmanand werein d: forjury
selection on Monday. We're expecting to see them again on
thestand,along with other cast members from the OpenAl
uverthepastfewyea IS, Fol:mer

DAVE LEE

Altman Mi
leftin the wake of the failed ousting of Altman in late 2023—are expected to appea.r

Ontheeveofjuryselection, OpenAT publi principles”onmak-
ing sure the technology it makes is demomnsed and does not further concentrate
powerin fafew valuedat $852 bil-
lion,OpenAl can attempt to convincej Amazon.com,
Alphabet, and Meta Platforms—valued in the m]hons it is a relative minnow, an
independent Al company toroot for.

That would be an extremely tough sell to a California j; jury were it not for the fact
Altman’; is Musk. Corets defencewill by ing Musk’s true
motive: Is he looking out for the good of humanity and Al or seeking to protect his
own effort, xAL,whichis t:aﬂ.mg OpenAI and otherAl players in both sophistication
and market share?“Thi lousbid toderaila
competitor,” OpenAl posted on X this weelc

That derailing has arguablyalready had the desired effect. Musk can claim tobea
winner even if he ultimately loses the case. Slowing OpenAl down, complicating its
chances to raise more capital, i isa victory forhim. Spacex which is now the parentof
xALisalmost certain to g before OpenAl uum

newAlstocks.That i i
forMusk afewdaysin counwhem yet more damaging internal drama abouta arival
will become public. For. Id be far, far greater.

ol
acrossroughly979%of EU tarifflinescov- terscan help Indiancompa- gy can semiconduc toreduct firms.
ering nearly 99% of trade value. While this niesanchorthemselves. help Indian dunatecollahoration,indic— MSMES, in pamcular will need supp-
strengthens India’s position, we need to Services add a second ing atethisisdesi ort
conti ing! ingourcom- engine. Access to 144 EU move up the term economic partnership. taining cost competitiveness. Targeted
petitiveness by effectively evolving our services sub-sectors, com- P Regulatory alignment and financing, capacity-building program-
domestic capabilities. bined with a mobility value curve stronger [P protection fur-  mes,andindustry-government coordina-

For labour-intensive sectors like text- framework, strengthens ther confi- tion can help accelerate this transition.
iles, leather, gemsand jewellery,and mar- India’s position in business, denceand reduce friction. Tt P help p i
ine products tariff removal i vices.This This is closer to a strategic compact isation of tariff liberalisation benefits.
diate price advantage. Sustainin dual play across goods and services gives thana traditional FTA. - . .

P e uf the pl;,\ay 5- depth, & . L X Astrategic inflection point

evolvmgevpcttauons of the EU market. L Compliance will differentiate TheIndia-EU FTAis more thana trade

Accessopened thedoor. Whathappens ~ Lmports have the ability outcomes It itionIn-
nextdependsonh di to shape competitiveness If tariffs were the barrier of the past, ithis hainsand di

it.The FTA, thus, islessabout incremental
export gains and more about | correctmga

The FTAis not a one-way export story.
Phased duty reductions on advanced

withadvanced economies.

eworks suchaﬁ the Carbon Bordel Ad}ust—

While that scale is guaranteed, we must

tructural gapin India’ ,, medical andair-  ment
theworld’s most sophisticated markets. craftpartswill lowerinput cel- edn i viability. The next step is to ensure the Indian
o 5 erate technologyadoption. This shift is not just about rneeung stan- industry
From tariffs to value chains This matters. Competitiveness in  dardsbutabout dyin  ontec] d
The real shift lies beyond tariff cuts. global trade is increasingly driven by the product designand sourcing decisi hy ity thi creates,
THE EDITOR
Manufacturing push conductors demand far more than slo- Beyond encouragement lower costs of production by reducing

Apropos of "Make-in-India mirage"
(FE, April 28), the call for greater dom-
estic manufacturing cannot succeed
by exhortation alone. India's industrial
share in GDP has stagnated because
deep supply-side constraints remain
unresolved. Logistics bottlenecks,
fragmented transport networks, and
weak supplier ecosystems limit capa-
city, while high-tech sectors like semi-

gans. Private investment will not flow
unless infrastructure, skills, and policy
coordination create confidence. Imp-
ort substitution without capability-
building risks repeating past failures.
The real challenge is to transform am-
bition into resilience by strengthening
foundations, not chasing targets.
Manufacturing must be built on effic-
iency, innovation, and trust in systems.
—Babu Crishna, Bangalore

To truly realise the vision of robust do-
mestic manufacturing, policy support
must go beyond encouragement. it
requires consistent reforms in infrastr-
ucture, ease of doing business, skill
development, and affordable capital.
We are competing with China and
Vietnam, which not only have cost
benefits over Indian firms but also
streamlined processes. We need to

logistics and energy costs and ease
compliance burdens. Most MSMEs
struggle to adopt automation and
innovation at scale. Sustained efforts
in R&D will bring us at par with global
standards. And the government and
Indian Inc have to work together to
address deeprooted challenges.
—Bal Govind, Noida

@Write to s at feletters@expressindia.com
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Legal Exit

he defection of seven MPs from the Aam Aadmi Party
to the Bharatiya Janata Party is being read as a
pohuc‘\l crisis within AAP. It is lhdl butitisalso
more stration of
how Indias institutional framework q\uuly enables politica
realignments that would otherwise be far more difficult.

At the centre of this episode lies a technicality within the
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of India. By moving as a
group large enough to meet the two-thirds threshold, the
defectmg MPs have converted what would mmnlly invite

ion into a legally “merger.” The
is not iciitis defection is
ished. Collective defection is |

This reveals a deeper contradiction. The law was intended to
curb political instability, yet in practice it incentivises precisely
the kind of coordinated exits it seeks to prevent. It does not
eliminate defections; it reorganises them into legally defensible
blocs. What appears as political opportunism is, in fact,
institutional design at work. For AAP, this structural reality
compounds an already serious organisational problem. Under
Arvind Kejriwal, the party evolved as a tightly controlled
formation, where authority lowed from the centre. That model
delivered speed and coherence, but it also left little room for
internal negotiation. When dissent emerges in such systems, it
rarely results in reform: it results in rupture.

Punjab is where this rupture becomes visible. Chief Minister
Bhdeanl Mann now leads a government that may remain

ly, but appears politically diminished. In a state
where legitimacy depends on local credibility, the perception
that power is both centralised and unstable can erode support
faster than administrative failures.

T he consequences may not stop there. In Delhi, AAP's

ing stronghold, the psycl gy of power is already
shifting. Political actors ~ councillors, legislators, intermediaries
~ tend to anticipate rather than react. Once a party appears to be
losing its grip, exi acquire a momentum of their own.

For the BJP, the gains are layered. Beyond the immediate
increase in parliamentary strength, it acquires individuals with
insight into AAP’s internal machinery. Yet this is not an
automatic electoral dividend, particularly in Punjab, where
political legitimacy is still rooted in local structures rather than
imported leadership. The larger implication, however, lies
beyond party competition. This episode underscores how the
architecture of India’s anti-defection framework blurs the line
between legality and legitimacy. A move can be constitutionally
valid and politically contentious at the same time. The law does
notresolve that tension; it accommodates it.

‘What emerges. then, is a convergence of vulnerabilities. A
party built on centralised authority faces internal fracture. A
political system designed to prevent instability provides
pathways for it. And an opposition landscape already in flux
absorbs the shock unevenly. This is not merely a story of who
gains or loses in the next election. It is a reminder that in Indian
politics, outcomes are shaped as much by institutional
loopholes as by ideological contests.

dec;sn\ e.

Toxic Optics

hen US President Donald Trump amplifies a voice

describing countries like India in demeaning

terms, the issue is not merely one of bad languugc:

Itis a signal ~ intentional or otherwise ~ about how
power chooses to frame partnership, migration. and global
hierarchy in an era of transactional diplomacy.

The immediate backlash in India was predictable.
Governments can overlook policy disagreements; they rarely
ignore public insults. Yet New Delhi's official response was
notably restrained, avoiding escalation even while calling out
the remarks as inappropriate. This restraint reveals a deeper
truth: India today calibrates its outrage. It is less interested in
rhetorical sparring than in preserving stratey

That calculation is shaped by the hard realities of the bilateral
relationship. The United States remains central to Indi:
ambitions in technology, defence cooperation, and global
positioning, At the same time, Washington’s recent posture
pressuring India over Russian oil purchascs wielding tariffs as
leverage, and tightening immigration pathways ~ has
introduced visible strain, almost as if Mr Trump is daring New
Delhi to react if it can. The rhetoric now surfacing is not an
aberration; it is an extension of these pressures into the cultural
and political domain.

At the heart of the controversy lies the debate over
immigration, particularly skilled migration. Indian
professionals have long been integral to the American economy.
especially in sectors like information technology. The US
Supreme Court’s ongoing scrutiny of birthright citizenship and
the political attacks on programmes like the H-1B visa
programme reflect a broader shift in American thinking: from
welcoming global talent to questioning its domestic costs. In
this climate, rhetoric that paints foreign nationals as
opportunistic or system-abusing finds a receptive audience.

But such narratives come at a price. They flatten complexity
into caricature, ignoring the mutual dependencies that
underpin modern economies. More importantly, they risk
eroding trust at a moment when geopolitical alignments are
aJrLad in flux. India is not merely a recipient of American

Jumping Ship

Historically, giventheweak
penaltiesenforcedbythevoters,
thenarrativeflexibilitylike
‘partyhaschanged, Tam
Jjoiningfordevelopment etc.,
showsthatdespitethesharp,
irrefutable,and extremely
contradictoryrhetoricearlier,
theseparliamentariansknow
thattheymaynotjustsurvive,
butalsothrive. Theyknowthat
publicoutragecomeswitha
shortshelflife.Clearly power
andsurvivaloutweighall
reputational concerns

neof India’s mostinfluential leaders,
YB Chavan, had variously held
important positions like that of
the Defence Minister, Home
Minister, Finance Minister, External Affairs
Minister, and also the Chief Minister of

The wise politician of itutional morality,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had lamented, “Power
without principlesis h.kL abody wi llhoul.

Hehad \
on the unhinged phenomenon of party-
switching as had become rampant in the
1960s and 70s with the "Aya Ram, Gaya
Ram” case (Haryana legislator, Gaya Lal,
had infamously switched three parties ina
single day!).

Chavan had worryingly commented,
“Politics is the art of the possible ~ but
defections make it the art of the profitable.”
This curse ofamoral politics was not unique
toany one specific national or regional party,
but cut across the Indian political culture.
Various means from the proverbial “stick™
to the “carrot” were dangled to trigger
party-hopping.

Attempts to fix this were initiated with
the introduction of the 52nd Constitutional
Amendment (1985), adding the Tenth
Scheduletothe Constitution. The Anti-Defection
Law aimed to prevent political instability,
curb “horse trading” and essentially protect
the voters'mandate. But stability still eluded
Indian politics.

The wily pulmcmns hmeL even more
creative, brazen,

asoul.” whilst of
party-switching.

This is not to suggest that the elected
representatives need to be “bonded
agents” to political persuasions for life.
in true democracies they should be able

with their lead rethink
their views, and change parties if their
ideological and personal values are
getting compromised.

The real tension also ought not to be
the debate of individual freedom vs.
collective mandate. Shifting parties can
logically be construed as violating a
mandate under the assumption of a
certain partisan flag, but it need not be
so,always. The build-up to the situation,
underlying circumstances, timing, and
theprima fmcopua areaclear give-away
about acandidate’s moral bearing whilst
changing parties.

This debate has got reignited with the
recent en-bloc shifting to the ideologically-
opposite party by seven MPs in the Rajya
Sabha of a party including its youthful and
popular face,a former international cricketer,

tobeatthe provisions. Fi
instead of defections (e.g.. Madhya Pradesh
in 2020), invoking the 2/3rd merger rule
(Karnataka 2019, and most recen[]y in the
Rajya Sabha with AAP MPs), delays by
Speakersof the House todisqualify members,
re-election via a reset button, voluntarily
giving up membership, to even judicial
delays ~ the possibilities to beat the system

and other p; functionaries. While
this moveis well within the individual rights
of the said members and may even comply
with the anti-defection law mandate given
the fulfilment of the 2/3rd rule, eyebrows
are raised nonetheless.

Again, the circumstances leading up to
the dramatic change including telling
\ldleLnlb in the run-up, (.L‘Ildm nnds b\

are s ingly infinite and

agencies, iming

options), raises credible concerns.

This is not to say that the original
party of these seven
parliamentarians had not
seenearlierexits by prominent
leaders. Foundational leaders
like Dr Yogendra Yadav,
Prashantand Shanti Bhushan,
Ashutosh, Kumar Vishwas
ete., had almost all cited the

BHOPINDER same reas hecurrent
SINGH blocofi ()btcl‘lbfhlv sgruntled
leaders ~ centralisation of
ThewriterisLt  power. But these leaders
Gen PVSM, chose not to join parties of
AVSM (Retd),  theexactoppositeideological
and former Lt anchorage,and instead have
Governorof remained politically active
I & withtheiri L
Nicobar Some others did join the
Islands and exact opposite side of the
Puducherry framework ~ but the optics

surrounding the clockwork
efficiency. totality of migration,
and the singular duecuun
for all seven MPs towards one

survival outweigh all reputational concerns.

Hencethe much-bandied dropin “following™
onsocial media for the leader of this shifting
bloc could be a temporary concern and
there are presumably stronger reasons to
persist with the move.

This reflects on the individuals and on
the parties that they are le: as well as
on the party that they are joining ~ put
simply. there is no party with a difference,
whatever be the tagline. Ram Manohar
Lohia had once said, “Principles must guide
politics, not convenience.” However in the
natureoftoday’s politics, upholding principles
is perhaps a handicap.

Itisafact that some of the shrillest voices
in the political set-up are often those who
have jumped ships, and ironically. also
amongst the moresuccessful ones. The ease
with which the one-time language of “threat
todemocracy” can suddenly become “partner
in development” is at one level funny, but
only if it were not at the cost of public
tegrity, and breach of trust. The
ubx]u) (read, pdrly -hopping) in

ia higl

Indian pol »arable

is interesting, to say the least. The Lla l}mt
numotmgmlhoubhluflm ving

democracies of the USA, UI\. France, oreven
Asiand e

a fresh mandate in the name of values
(supposedly compromised by the leaders
of their original parties) but instead found
succor in a political persuasion that they
were abusing, accusing, and shaming till
now, says a lot.

Historically. given the weak penalties
enforced by the voters, the narrative flexibility
like “party has changed”, “L am joining for
development” etc.. shows that despite the

sharp, irrefi | | i y

Thiseffectively leaves the politicians with
the only effective recourse of answering to
their . et SRy
provisions can practically be overridden.

[ Viét Nam News Ji

with looming elections, and stunningly
choreographed coordination which led all
seven 1o join a certain rival party (when
there were multiple national and regional

rhetoricearlier, these parliamentarians know
that they may not just survive, but also
thrive. They know that public outrage comes
with a short shelf life. Clearly power and

In
which changes with the winds of power ~
and when loyalty becomes negotiable.
ity becomes optional. That is the reality
of politicians across all Indian parties, be
they national or regional.

The larger threat as framed by the father
of Indian Constitution, BR Ambedkar, was
“Political morality is the foundation on
which democracy stands.” Politicians and
voters must look into the mirror beyond the

artisan lens and ask if their preferred
leaders and political parties have been
encouraging defections (read. morality) or
dissuading the same.

Railway traffic violations remain complex despite higher penalties

ceordingly. drivers of cars who

cross railway barriers or shared

bridges when the red signal is

n will be fined approximately

US$700-800 and have their driving

licenc pended for between one and

three months (compared with $120-200
under Decree 100).

Motorcyclists committing the same
violation can be fined $160-240 and face
licence suspension for between one and
three months (compared with $25-40
previously). These fines are equivalent to
red-light violations in road traffic under
Decree No. 168/2024/ND-CP.

Today, many drivers remain careless,
driving across railway crossings when
the signal has turned red and the barriers
are lowering, especially motoreyclists and
users of rudimentary vehicles, which is
very ddngmms behaviour. lnmasing,Lhe

fines entagainst {angerou:

Decree 81 also applies a point deduction
system on driving licences.
Thisisaneffective measure
because evenifviolators have
financial capacity, repeated
violations leading to a loss of
all points will result in the
loss of their right to operate
vehicles. In reality, many recent
accidents have occurred due
to drivers not complying with the law
when passing railway crossings. causing
serious loss of life and property. In my
opinion, alongside increasing penalti

Of The

efforts and strict handling of violations
are extremely important.

l‘urcmmple th act ofillegally opening
crossings or access pointsis a

(81.520) for organisations. However,
without thorough enforcement, this
situation has persisted for years.

authority to resolve all s
traffic
including railway traffic.

es related to
safety and order in their areas,

A Member

NN

Chairpersons of commune-level
people’s committees are authorised
to sanction violations specified in

If both local authorities and the police
proactively engage and strictly implement
these regulations, I believe that the

DecreeS1withi Ic
areas.

Accordingly, they have the power
to issue warnings, impose fines of
up to VND375 million (81425), suspend
the use of driving licences or transport

f Decree 81 will achieve
practical effectiveness. We are living ina
digital erawheretechnology canintervene
in many aspects.

In the transport sector, Al-powered
cameras can detect and warn of traffic

operations for a fixed period.

violations

exhibits and means of administrative
violations, and require violators to apply
remedial measures in accordance with
regulations.
ST Hyio e

is cnlireiy appropriate as

main cause of railway traffic accidents.
Under Decree 81, this act is subject to
very heavy fines, about VND20 million

actions. Inadditic v penalties,

($780) for individuals and VND40 million

Letters To The Editor l editor@thestatesman.com

Timeless

Sir, Apropos “Photojournalist Raghu Rai
dies at 83" (April 27, 2026), the passing of
Raghu Rai marks the loss of a visionary

T oy

is an emerging power with its own strategic
Public disparagement, even if aimed at domestic audiences,
complicates diplomacy by narrowing the space for [,oodwxll.

There is also a subtler consequence. By normalisi
derogatory language about partner nations, political leadushlp
reshapes the terms of engagement itself. Dlplomacy becomes
less about shared interests and more about
negotiated tolerance ~ how much slight can be absorbed
without retaliation. That is a fragile ion for any
long-term relationship.

The episode ultimately points to a recalibration underw:
India-US ties are no longer insulated from domestic politica
currents in either country. They are being renegotiated in real
time, shaped as much by rhetoric as by policy.

If strategic necessity has so far cushioned the relationship,
repeated rhetorical shocks could harden perceptions on both
sides. What emerges then will not be a breakdown, but
something culder. a partnership that endures, yet trusts less,
cooperates selectively, and calculates constantly.

of truth and empathy. Beginning his career
at TheStatesman and later joining Magnum
Photos under Henri Cartier-Bresson's
mentorship, Rai captured India’s social and

ywith Y.
His ability to find the extraordinary in
theordinary gave his work atimeless quality,
whithier e Tacle]
refugee exodus or portraying leaders and
cultural icons with depth and humanity.

Rai's archive is more than a collection of
images; it is a mirror of India’s evolving
identity. Inan eraof
his photographs remind us of the power of
patience, conscience, and artistry.

His absence leaves a void, et his vision
endures as a guide for future generations
who seek to understand society through

the lens of compassion and truth.
Yours, ete., K Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru, 27 April

Visual history

Sir, After ru\dmg about Raghu Rai's
passing away in today's The Statesman, |
feel that his photographs presented a visual
history of the nation. His black and white
photographs didn't need colour, for his
snapshots brought the colour of emotion in
them. His haunting image of a dead child
during the Bhopal Gas tragedy brought the
pain and magnitude of the disaster to every
home when no social media or breaking
news cycles existed.

epaper.thestatesman.com

we are implementing a two-tier local

15,8
sanctions. There are behaviours that may
bedisputable whenobserved by the naked
eve. but camera images provide clear
evidence.

They canrecordevenifa vehicle crosses
the red light for a fraction of a second.In
practice, cold fines for cars have been
widely implemented, but there are still

government model and promoting
isation. G tovelatithorit

many ch

s when it comes to

must have both the y and

les and rudi y vehicles.

He not only captured a nation moving
ahead from the chains of imperialism but
more importantly captured the soul of the
nation. They say pictures can speak a
thousand words. His definitely did. As the
‘master of capturing moments” arrived at
the ‘final frame’ of his life, his legacy shall
surely endure and his images shall forever
remainimprinted in the frames of our mind.

Yours, etc., Gurnoor Grewal,
Chandigarh, 27 April.

AAP’s woes

Sir, The recent desertion by Raghav
Chadha from the Aam Aadmi Party, along
with six others, has sparked renewed
et S s 25

contril lissatisf:

certain leadtrs Suchan env ironment, they
suggest, can makeit chall forindividuals
accustomed to participatory leadership to
sustain long-term engagement.
l‘hm‘:notthc Fmlmtanmotprmmncnt
from the party.
Earhe[. noted poet and former founding
member Kumar Vishwas also chose to part
citing differences in vision and
ioning. Some analysts have drawn
parallels with historical precedents in Indian
politics, referencing the trajectory of parties
suchas lhe Swatantra Party founded h) {2
. While such ¢
arespeculative, they underscore theimportance
ofadantability ificliish ArEtiriational

among

resiliencei

Vhile tk yment has drawn significa over time.
attention, it was not an uncxp{.ucd mrn of ‘\s the situation commucs to evolve, the
mml;'l 2 ion g will
asamatter of m\e]\' pl crucial role in shapingits future

for many insiders. Critics argue that a lack
ofinternald ratic processes and limited
space for collective deliberation have

AN EEEN

course and public perception.
Yours, etc., Arvind Tapkire,
Mumbai, 25 April.
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SANTHOSH MATHEW
nation that once
renounced war now stands

at the edge of rewriting

itsidentity. Japan, shaped
by the ashes of World War 11, based
its global reputation on peace,
restraint, and constitutional idealism.
‘Today, that foundation is shifting.
The winds of change blowing
through Tokyo signal more than a
policy adjustment. They point to a
historic turning point that could
redefine Asia’s security landscape.

Japan's Parliament, the Diet, has
moved closer toapproving changes
to its pacifist Constitution. Both
chambers - the House of Councillors
and the House of Representatives
-support the move. Public sentiment
tells a different story. Surveys
conducted by Kyodo News reveal
that nearly 80 per cent of Japanese
citizens oppose amending the
Constitution. A deep divide has
emerged between the political
leadership and the people.

Atthe centreof this debate stands
Article 9, a clause born out of
unimaginable destruction. The
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki forced Japan into amoral
reckoning, The Constitution that
followed rejected war as a sovereign
right and ruled out the maintenance
of military forces for combat. Article
9became more than law. It became
a symbol of hope in a war-torn
world.

Japan’s strategic environment
has transformed rapidly. The rise
of China as a global power has
altered regional dynamics. Maritime
disputes in the South China Sea
continue to intensily. North Korea
keeps the region on edge with
missiledevelopments. These real
shape the arguments of those calling
for constitutional revision.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
and her allies present a clear case.
They argue that Japan must build

stronger defense capabilities to
protect its sovereignty and contribute
to regional stability. Their vision
includes transforming Japan's
Self-Defense Forces into a more
conventional military. The language
of deterrence now replaces the
language of restraint.

A stronger Japanese military
presence could trigger an arms race
across and Southeast Asia.
Joint military exercises involving
Japan, the United States, and the
Philippines near Luzon highlight
agrowing security alignment. The
Indo-Pacific region begins to resemble
ahigh-stakes arena where alliances
deepen and rivalries sharpen. The
phrase “roller coaster relations”
captures the uncertainty shaping
the region.

Economic factors add another
layer to this transformation. Japan
once dominated the global economy.
In 1994, it accounted for 17.8 per
centof global GDP. That share now
stands near 34 per cent. China, in
contrast, has surged to nearly 19
per cent. This dramatic shift fuels
concerns about national decline
and global influence.

Inside Japan, structural challenges
continue to mount. The country
fa an aging population and a
declining birth rate of around L.2.
Public debt exceeds 200 per cent
of GDP. Industries struggle to
maintain growth. These pressures
shape the national mood. Increased
defense spending, now nearing 2
per cent of GDP, places additional
strain on public finances. Budget
cuts in healthcare, education, and
welfare have sparked protests across
the country.

The alliance with the United
States plays adecisive role in Japan's
strategic thinking. Washington
views a elr()ngel Japan as vital to

reliable regional partners. Japan
fits that role with its technological
strength and strategic location. The
devastation caused by nuclear
warfare left scars that have not
faded. More than 300,000 people
lost their lives in the atomic bornbings.
Survivors, known as Hibakusha,
endured decades of suffering due
toradiation exposure. Their stories
continue to serve as powerful
reminders of war’s human cost.
The global movement for nuclear
disarmament drew inspiration from
Japan’s experience.

‘Thinkers such as Bertrand Russell
and scientists like J. Robert
Oppenheimer reflected deeply on

Indo-Pacific.
Military cooperation between the
two nations continues to expand.
American bases across Japan,
including those in Okinawa, form
a LHUCdl part of this partnership.
This relationship shapes Japan’s
evolving defense posture.
A more capable Japanese military

of atomic weapons.
Oppenheimer’s recollection of a
verse from the Bhagavad Gita during
the first nuclear test captured the
enormity of that moment.

The: decmon toallow arms exports

h
the

supports broader efforts to
counterbalance China’s growing
influence. The Indo-Pacific strategy
of the United States depends on

S,
ssiles, will now be
supplied to partner nations. Seventeen
countries stand to benefit from
these exports in the initial phase.

dbye to pacifism

‘This move reflects Japan's willingness
to play a more active role in global
security. Countries aligned with
Japan welcome its new approach.
The Quad grouping - comprising
the United States, India, Australia,
and Japan - views this shift as
strengthening regional stability.
China and North Korea interpret it
as asign of containment and respond
with caution.

Southeast Asia emerges as a
potential flashpoint. Territorial
disputes, maritime tensions, and
military bLuld -ups converge inthis

100 Years Ago

OCCASIONAL NOTE

The best that can be said of the coal dispute
is that everyone is determinedly optimistic.
The Commission’s report is not one that can be
swallowed easily by all parties and at the
moment owners and miners are far from
agreeing. The main diverguncc is about the
l)dﬁ S o[ wages sculcmem le miners want a

Unlonumlc]v the ruucnw which 1r.
influence was able to secure at fi S

being abandoned. Mr. A. . Cook in parlicu]ar
is giving his tongue looser rein than he has
allowed it for some weeks and has resumed
the language of declared hostilities. No doubt
the meeting of the Miners" International at
Brussels has had something to do with this; its

region. J:

of solidarity with the British miners

couldinfluence the balance of power.
The next theatre of war may well
take shape in these contested waters.
One path preserves the spirit of
Article 9 and the moral authority
it represents. The other embraces
a more assertive role in global
security. Both paths carry risks and
opportunities.

The choices made in Tokyo will
resonate far beyond its borders.
The idea of a “frozen peace™ no
longer holds. The calm that defined
East Asia for decades has shifted.
Strategic competition intensifies.
Military preparedness gains
importance. Diplomatic engagement
continues, though under increasing
strain. The end of Article 9 will
mark more than a constitutional
change. It will signal the transformation
of Japan from a pacifist state into
a proactive security player.

This transition will reshape

has necessarily had a warming effect in certain
quarters. But there is every ground for hope
that a strike will be avoided, especially as the
subsidy will certainly not be terminated at a
stroke. The report has done the great service of
showing that the trade can be saved only by
real reforms, not by time-honoured bickering,

News Items

AMERICAN TOURISTS

UNPLEASANT
EXPERIENCE AT AGRA

Delhi, April.

A party of 240 American tourists arrived
here from Agra this morning, Interviewed by a
Press representative, one of them related an

alliances, redefir
and influence global stability. A
nation that once chose peace above
all now prepares to navigate a world
where power and security dominate
the conversation. The story of Japan
enters a new chapter - one filled
with uncertainty, ambition, and
far-reaching consequences.

(The writer is Professor, Centre for South Asian
Studies. Pondicherry Central University)

China’s

ordecades, thestory of China’s

rise was told through the

movementof containers, ships

loaded with electronic:
machinery, and textiles leaving its
ports for markets across the world.
Today, however, a quieter but more
consequential shift is underway as
China increasingly exports not just
goods, but credit. This transition from
a manufacturing-powered export
engine to onedriven by capital flows
marks astructural evolution in Bejjing’s
economic strategy, with the yuan
now following the same paths once
blazed by plastic and steel.

China’s export-led growth model
remains a titan, with 2025 closing
onarecord $1.2 trillion trade surplus,
Yet beneath this surface, the domestic
heart is beating slower. By earlv

‘To manage this domestic saturation,
Buung has hexmn \vmpumz.m;.. its
massi xchange

2026, Chinese banks

nearly 7.2 trillion yuan in new
monthly aggregate financing, yet
year-on-year credit growth has
touched historic lows. This reflects
a fundamental liquidity paradox:
while banks are flush with funds.
domestic appetite for borrowing
has stalled. After decades of real
estate fervor, the mortgage era has
cooled into a period of cautious
deleveraging, and corporations have
grown hesitant to commit to fresh
capital expenditure.

reserves, which climbed to $3.4

trillion by early 2026. Primarily

held in U.S. dollars and liquid global

assets, these reserves are being

rccvded into global credit. By, nﬁmng
priced, dollar-

reserves into a high-leverage tool
for geopolitical influence.

This outward expansion s visible
in the strategic Port-Railway-Mine
model, which co-locates credit with
physical infrastructure. By the start
02026, Chinese entities had financed
appmumalclv 168 ports across 90
representinga $24 billion

Joans, Chinese lenders are undercutting
Western competitors in a global
loan market estimated at $9.5 trillion.
They are no longer just selling
products; they are selling the
financing required to buy them,
effectively turning their foreign

investment reaching from Haifa in
Israel to Newcastle in Australia. A
vivid example of this shift is the
Port of Chancay in Peru. Funded by
a $3.5 billion infusion of Chinese

it promises to slash shipping times,
it has also become a lightning rod
for local resistance, serving as a
microcosm of the 2026 reality: Chinese
credit arrives faster and with fewer
procedural hurdles than traditional
multilateral loans, but it carries a
political gravity that can stir domestic
unrestand environmental concerns.

For India, this transformation
represents a significant strategic
challenge in its own backyard.
China’s pivot toward credit export
dmcd\ competes with New Delhi's

credit, itisd
from South America to -\sla Wh:lc

1 First policy. While
Indiahas extended over $15billion

pivot from goods to global credit

in Lines of Credit to neighbours
like Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri
Lanka, it ullen struggles to match
the sheer speed and volume of
Chinese capital. In the Maldives
and Sri Lanka, the implementation
gap is palpable; Chinese projects
often move from contract to
construction with a velocity that
Indian bureaucratic processes find
difficult to replicate.

However, the reliance on Chinese
funding has also created debt-trap
anxieties in India’s periphery, offering
New Delhi an opening to reposition
itself as a transparent Economic
Counselor. India’s response is
increasingly focused on helping
neighbours restructure unsustainable
debts while promoting high-impact
community [Jl'())C(,l\ that contrast
with China’s focus on mega-
infrastructure. As Chinese bank:
evolve into global price-maker:
the next phase of regional stability
will depend on India’s abi [
out-implement its rival rather than
just out-argue it. Ultimately, the
next chapter of global economic
history will be written not in shipping
logs, but in the ledgers of cross-border
capital flows, a transformation that
policymakers from New Delhi to
Washington must watch with
localized precision.

Crhewriter is-a BJP leader and an author.)

Crossword | No.293447

Yesterday’s Solution

ACROSS

18 Play Little Richard
classic (5}

sic
20 Unknown heads of

29 Suggests Matt in
the main,

virtually in the end
4)

Lied outrageously!
9)

1 Having special heading )n he 7 Partof EU (north) 19 Colston is toppled —
leave to pick up test and trace wrong direction splintered (3,6) such people
consignment of member of ruling ] Sayinga team must  promoted
mink perhaps (10) party backed - 30 See 6 keep two metres imperialism

6/30 Noisy bunch lousy! 31 Supporting pubs in apart (9)

completely (5) lockdown? (6.4) 5) 22 Anirrational
swamping hostin 21 Loser, full of ego, 9 Families heading reaction to Covid-
virtual meeting (4,4) short of 50%, used  DOWN for Christmas on 19, say, not

10 Substance used in to celebrate computer network democratic? (5)
test run on key victory (9) 1 How the US voted (@ 23 Duck! Rampaging
worker (7) 22 Plant container encompasses 14 Supermark Patel blowing top!

11 Media's fake news outside Four Donald's number covered bv social (4)
for all to see after Seasons finally one tahoo (9) distancing (4) 25 Leaders in America
Michigan vote (7) servesasturning 2 Accomplish rupture 16 Drug variant and Belarus are

12 Close to Johnson, point (6) with British developed with cheating in
hire misfits in 24 One handling stock withdrawing (5) Involvement of counting methods
government, finding glimmer of 3 Jjohnson's deal was International labs, 5)
standing firm (8) hope in new mRNA 50 half-baked? (4-5) primarily (9) 26 Marcus's lead on

13 Splll the beans - vaccine cutting 4 Observe Harding, 17 Brew teas - what issue in the end
many pupils have odds (8) latterly in the one does to help, raised support in
not been here 28 Recount North ascendant, prosper when out? press et (5)
much this year! (6) Americas speed of (3.2) (@) 27 Give up once

15 Order: wear valid virus transmission 5 Award ceremony 18 Legally resident, Democrat's got in!
mask (4,1,4) insiders mass Cummings not in? (@)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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I experience of their stay at Agra
where. owing to plague raging in an epidemic
form. he said they could get no better conveyance
than ekkas and bullock cartsThey hurriedly
came to Dethi, but the touch of heat rendered
some of them indisposedWith the exception
of about fifty persons who will be joined by
another batch of 200, the rest of the party leave
for Bombay this evening,

SEQUEL TO RIOTS

RECRUITMENT OF
MOSLEM CONSTABLES

The Statesman understands that one of the
decisions arrived at as a result of the recent
communal riots is the recruitment of more
Mohammedan constables and officers. A small
batch have already been engaged, and further
appointments will be made as soon as men of
suitable physique are obtained.

LANCASHIRE-SPINNERS

FORMATION OF
NEW SELLING
ORGANIZATION

London, April.

‘\n mporlam move is hcmg made supported
byah f Lancashire,
for the Iormduon of a new sclhng, organization.
Thenew whichwill nott
to the Master Cotton Spinners’ Federation, will
seek the cooperation of banks to prevent weak
selling — Reuter’s Special Service.

RIOTERS IN COURTS

SEVENTEEN ACCUSED
FINED BY SPECIAL
MAGISTRATE

MR. H. G. 8. Bivar, Indian Civil Service, who
has been specially deputed to Calcutta to hear
the cases arising out of the recent riots in
Calcutta, sat for the first time yesterday in the
court of the Third Presidency Magistrate at
Bankshall Street.The court was packed with a
heterogenous mass of policemen and pleaders,
rioters and witnesses, and other interested
persons, and it was almost impossible to follow
the procedure. Mr. Bivar got through something

like seventeen cases, Hindus and

were charged with being in possession of
property for which they could not account,
and after much cross-examining and more
strenuous denials, all of them were fined sums
ranging from Rs. 10 to Rs. 25.

INDIAN NATIONAL
PARTY

Bombay, April.

At a meeting of the Indian National Party
to-night, it was resolved to form a committee
for the city of Bombay with Sir Dinshaw Petit,
Messrs. Jinnah, Natharanjan, Subedar, Gamadia,
and Chagala as members and Sir Chimanlal
Setalavad as chairman. The committee was
entrusted with the work of framing rules for
the local organization.It was resolved to have
two classes of members paying Rs. 10 and Re.
1peryear. The following gentlemen were elected
secretaries: Messrs. J. B. Petit, Fuzul Ibrahim
Raluu.uuld D. S. Yonde, D. G. Delvi and Mr.

{as. Mr. Ratansi DI y
Morarji was appum\cd treasurer.
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WB lesson: In future, EC
can't keep real voters out

he voting in the second phase of election to the West Bengal Assembly

n Wednesday will mark itself as one of the darkest moments in India’s

electoral history as it keeps out a large number of people from the

process for no fault of theirs. The episode becomes all the more unpar-

donable as it happened on the watch of the Supreme Court of India and the

Election Commission of India, institutions created to protect the constitution-
al, fundamental and democratic rights of the peopie.

The electoral roll for West Bengal had 7.66 crore names before the EC went
into the special intensive revision (SIR) in November last year. The process
has legitimacy in that it seeks to clean up the voter lists, the fundamental doc-
ument for the conduct of elections, by ensuring that the names of all and only
eligible voters appear in it. The EC published the first draft roll on December
16 with 7.08 crore voters; the final roll published on February 28 this year had
6.44 crore names. The final list left out about 60 lakh people for “logical dis-
crepancies”. This number was brought down to 27.10 lakh after the mammoth
work done by the EC with active help of the Supreme Court that drafted in the
officers of the subordinate judiciary in West Bengal and neighbouring states to
do some of it. The appellate tribunals have until now cleared less than 2,000 of
‘the more than 27 lakh appeals pending before it for inclusion in the voters’ list.

In short, more than 27 lakh people who make up
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NOT LEADEE&‘I'
WE ARE PROVIDING
2-PLUY SEQRITY
FOR VOTERY

The electoral roll for about four per cent of the total electorate in the TTERS
West Bengal had state will have no right to vote in this election for B ' P u e a a no
rore the Election Commission faﬂed to complete a task
beIGG :h E(':‘a me"s‘ it had taken upon itself. The EC is the constitu- 500 cR FoR Au
ore the EC went a1y mandated body to Lunduct elections to Visakhapatnam once again
lmo the speCIaI both Houses of Parliament as well as the state leg- Visakhap € aga
ion in islative ies on the principle of adult suf- o (4 ® [ is in the news across the
November last year. frage. It has been vested with extensive powers to nation for Andhra
The final roll ¢nsuwe the sanctity of the process, which also University cont le-
h includes the preparation of the electoral rolls. niversity centenary cele
published on  The Election Commission has failed itself, the brations which went on a
February 28 had 6.44 people of West Bengal, the Constitution and the It doesn’t seem the Windfall, and the AAP grand way (Naidu
crore names. Vvery idea of electoral democracy by not ensuring defection of seven government has lasted

that every smglc eligible voter was part of the

democratic process to elect the government in the state. Those at the helm of
the EC have forfeited their right to continue in office when lakhs of citizens
were made to watch helplessly as a government is being formed in their state
with no mandate from them. A small swing in the vote percentage can be deci-
sive in an Indian election; and four per cent is an unacceptably high figure.

Ina larger sense, the Constitution is an article of faith between the State and
the citizen about some of the solemn rights the latter would enjoy. They may
be fundamental rights or constitutional rights; but they are inviolable. The
Supreme Court of India is mandated to step in if and when the State uses its
might to trample on those rights, be they belong even to a single person.
Unfortunately, the apex court has also failed to discharge its duties by being
silent when large numbers of people were kept out of the democratic process.

The Indian people and Parliament will have to look into these very serious
lapses on the part of the constitutional bodies in upsetting the foundational
principles of this country sooner or later. The earlier they do it, the better for
Indian democracy.

Trump must tone down rhetoric

excusable as it is, political violence has no place in a democracy. But, in

I these fractious times in which the US presidency has sprouted more dra-

atic moments than all of Shakespeare’s plays on the nobility combined, it

was always on the cards that someone would be ideologically motivated to take

a shot at the US President Donald Trump. It is, however, the conspiracy theo-

rists who feed more readily off such events as failed assassinations that have

come to be associated with one of the most protected men on the planet. As if to

stress the point, “staged” became a trending topic soon after Cole Thomas

Allen failed in charging the final security gate to the ballroom of the
‘Washington Hilton.

Making ‘false flag’ accusations being common enough, a former CIA officer
pointed out that the secret service first secured vice-president J.D. Vance even
as Melania Trump dived for cover and the President himself was said to be
looking around at the chaos post the gunshots fired. It demeans American
political culture to go to such extremes as to suggest anyone would play with
their lives and those of the people closest to them in family and government in
order to make an impact, win an election or gain public sympathy though
Thomas Matthew Crooks’ sniper attempt at Mr Trump which missed by a cen-
timetre helped him seal the presidential run in November 2024. And vet it can-
not be ignored that, however depraved Mr Trump may seem to his opponents,
he hardly deserved the barbs thrown at him or his family. The late-night talk
show host Jimmy Kimmel may have crossed many red lines in his continuous
diatribes against Mr Trump but, even by his standards, his gallows humour of
calling Melania Trump an “expectant widow” was too far out to be called
civilised. No wonder then that the US President is calling for his sacking again
by the network that hosts his show. Hate may have no limits, but it is the least
expectation of people in public life or its fringes that they must be civil. no mat-
ter the provocation. The problem is that Mr Trump does not believe any rules
of engagement bind him to civilised discourse. After all, he is on record with
expletives while raving at Iran and threatening to nbhtmate a whole civilisa-
tion. It is worth noting now that Mr Trump himself is calling for a cooling of
rhetoric and unity after the shooting incident.
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ice-President
C.P. Radha-
krishnan, Ra-
iva Sabha
Chairman,
has given the legal stamp
to the Raghav Chadha-
led split in the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in
the Upper House when
he accepted the merger
of the seven-member
group into the BJP. It
does not mean that the
legal questions that arise
in this connection are
over. Of the seven, six
MPs are from Punjab,
and their terms end in
2028. 1t is the AAP’s over-
whelming majority in
the Punjab Assembly
that has put these six
members in the Rajya
Sabha. The members of
the Upper House are
elected by the members
of the Assembly. It is the
92 AAP members of the
Punjab Assembly who
had elected the six AAP
Rajya Sabha members.
The seventh, Swati
Maliwal, got elected
from the Delhi
Legislative Assembly.
The courts may have to
consider the issue if it
comes before them
whether the Rajya Sabha
members who are elect-
ed by fellow party mem-
bers of the Assembly can
break free from the party
as easily as members of
the Lok Sabha where the
voters are not members
of a party. The argument
will be made that mem-
bers of the State
Assembly vote in the
election for Rajya Sabha
members as members of
the Assembly and not as
members of the party.
Except for Ms Maliwal,
whose term ends in 2030,
the terms of other six
will end in 2028, which
also marks the end of the
term of the Punjab
Assembly. Even if the
six had remained with
the AAP, they may not
have been re-elected
because it is unlikely
that the AAP will retain

the 92 seats that it has in
the outgoing Assembly.
The BJP, of course, can-
not hope to ever manage
the kind of victory that
the AAP had pulled off in
Punjab. It might seem
that the BJP has started
to dream that if AAP
could do it in Punjab,
perhaps it is not beyond
the BJP’s scope as well.
But the BJP is a marked
party, of the wurban
Hindus in the state. It
cannot ever win over the
Sikh-Jat farmers in the
state, much less the
Dalits spread across the
Deras.

The Congress has its
base among the Sikh-Jat
farmers as well. This
constituency is not the
sole monopoly of the
Akali Dal. The BJP has
not been able to break
out of its self-circum-
scribed Hindu base.

The window of oppor-
tunity for these six is,
therefore, two years.
Two years is of course a
long time in politics. The
question, which is neces-
sarily speculative, is
whether the BJP will
accept them as its own
because the list of BJP
faithful is long enough.
Yes, the BJP does accom-
modate “outsiders”
depending on their clout
on other grounds, which
includes their financial
and social status. In the
long term, the seven
have risked their politi-
cal careers, and they
seem to believe the risk
is worth it. The Chadha-
led defection in the
Rajya Sabha is not just
an accident. There is a
bigger plan behind the
small move. Mr Chadha
might want to emerge as
the face of the Punjab
BJP, but it is a reason-
ably unrealistic proposi-
tion right now.

Mr Chadha has indeed
emerged as the leader of
the six. Ms Maliwal had
already made up her
mind about the BJP after
her bitter fallout with

Rajya Sabha
members will
break the AAP, or
even weaken it.
Mr Kejriwal will
fight back with a
doggedness that
can frustrate BJP
leaders.

AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal. Mr Chadha, by
leading the six Rajya
Sabha members, has
shown that he can be
useful to the BJP in hol-
lowing out the AAP
further.

Through intimidations
and inducements, the
BJP may be dreaming of
getting a large number of
the 92 AAP legislators in
Punjab, and Chadha
could be the man who
would facilitate the
large-scale defecnon Mr
Kejriwal and
lieutenants are gomg to
throw something like a
“cordon sanitaire”
around the AAP legisla-
tors. Mr Kejriwal, for all
his faults as an obses-
sively focused leader,
far ahead in the polmcal
race, and Mr Chadha
might find himself out-
paced and outflanked.

The BJP would like to
keep itself in the wings.
The plan that brought
Eknath Shinde out of the
Shiv Sena led by Uddhav
Thackeray and how in
the end he was margin-
alised is the kind of plan
that the BJP would like
to execute in Pun)ah
Unlike Mr Shinde, Mr
Chadha is not a grass
roots man, and he may
find it difficult to go
through the process
which will split the AAP
in Punjab. It is possible
that the BJP would not
even attempt to topple
the Bhagwant Singh
Mann government if it
senses that the situation
does not favour it much.
The BJP will then have
to content itself with the
additional seven Rajya
Sabha members. The
AAP government in
Punjab was the most
unexpected turn. Arvind
Kejriwal had displayed
enough leadership skills
to take advantage of the

the term. Elections are
due next February.

e BJP-led Cenlre S
onslaught on the AAP
through the liquor scam
cases against Mr
Kejriwal and two top col-
leagues, former deputy
chief minister Manish
Sisodia and former Delhi
Cabinet minister
Satyendra Jain, who
were jailed for inordi-
nately long periods, did
not break the party. It
had, however, lost the
Delhi Assembly elec-
tions to the BJP in
February last year.
Delhi and Punjab are the
two places where the
AAP has put down roots,
as it were, more so in
Delhi than mPunJab Mr
Kejriwal now faces the
challenge of defending
the AAP terrain in
Punjab and in Delhi.

It doesn’t seem the
defection of seven Rajya
Sabha members will
break the AAP, or even
weaken it. Mr Kejriwal
will fight back with a
doggedness that can
frustrate BJP leaders.

e will
fight each other uJ.l the
bitter end as in many
ways they share the
same ideological orienta-
tion of nationalism and
cultural rootedness.
Both parties don’t think
of politics in terms of
policies pro-
grammes. For them n
goes deeper: it’s a matter
of personal identity.
Politics, for them, is not
mere civic engagement,
where elections are won
and lost. Mr Kejriwal
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi fight the
political duel with a
sense of commitment,
which verges on the
moral. For them, politics
is holy war. The fight
between the two turns
into sibling rivairy. The

enjoys the endorse-
ment of the RSS. That
makes the BJP’s fight
against the AAP so much
more difficult. Raghav
handha is not the
knight-in-shining _ar-
mour in the battle. That
honour goes to Mr
Kejriwal.

The writer is a Delhi-
based com.

announces ‘500 cr for AU,
April 28). It is great on the
part of Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu who
announced ‘500 crore for
the transformation of AU
to a premier global brand.
The CM's aspiration to
keep AU in the rank of top
five in India and break into
the top 100 globally is wel-
come
Panchakarla Govardhana Rao
Krishna

TRIBAL SECURITY

The editorial rightly points to the
alarming situation where armed
groups operate freely, creating a
false sense of security for specific
communities (Rein in tribal securi-
ty groups first to bring Manipur
peace, April 28). Such a pattern of
violence undermines the rule of
law and cannot be accepted in any
civil society. The government must
act decisively to disarm these
groups, restore law and order, and
ensure impartial enforcement of
Jjustice. Confidence-building mea-
sures and inclusive dialogue are
equally necessary to bring lasting
peace to the region.

S.M. Subhani
Mangalagiri

Al RESHAPES

Al is certainly shaking up roles and
bringing about a sl in skill
demands (AI reshapes, not shrinks
Indian IT, April 28). This signals a
need to gear up rather than back
out. Students aiming for software
careers must step up, branch out
into Al data science, and problem-
solving, and keep up with continu-
ous learning. Merely relying on
routine coding will not hold up in
the long run. The government and
IT sector must come forward to roll
out reskilling programmes and set
up stronger industry-academia
links. Companies, too, should take
on the responsibility to build up
employee capabilities and carry
through fair placement. To cope
with the global job crisis, all stake-
holders must work together, think
ahead, and adapt quickly. Al
should be seen not as a threat to
shut down opportunities, but as a
tool to open up new avenues.
Raju Kolluru
Kakinada
Email your letters to [
mfo@deccanmml.com. '
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Amid tussle with

America’s first
Pope, Trump lays
claim to divinity!

the largest single denommatmn, at
over 14 billion globally. An estimaf
per cent of the population of the United
States is Catholic (70-75 million). Spiritually, the
Pope is the highest authority for Catholics who is
believed to be the direct successor of Saint Peter, the
first leader of the Church appointed by Jesus Christ.
The Pope is revered as the supreme earthly authori-
ty on all matters of faith and morals under specific
canditions (such as papal infallibility).

Naturally, this leads the Pope to engage on a multi-
tude of 1ssua. mcluﬂmg political, though from a
smvtly moral and religious perspective, and not

from a partisan angularity. This lens of Catholic
morality can often pitch the papal perspective on
either side of the political fence, depending on the
issue itself — such as opposition to abortion
with the right-wing persuasions, whereas onncems
on the environment and climate issues aligns it to
e left-wing persuasions. Therefore, it is very usual
for the Pope on comment on global issues of moral
concern like poverty, migration, refugees, social
inequities, human rights, or even war and peace. But
the overarching rationale for the Pope to comment
on such issues has always been rooted in
Catholic spirituality and not on electoral
considerations.
Practising politicians across the world realise the

hristianity is the largest religion in the
world, and within that. Roman Catholics
‘ are

4.7

value of religious identity to “connect” and beseech
votes in the name of religion. Catholicism is no dif-
ferent, and from Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines,
Andrzej Duda in Poland, Lula da Silva in Brazil, to
even John F. Kennedy and Joe Biden (the only two
Catholic US Presidents) have signalled Catholic val-
ues to appeal to the electorate, However, the Catholic
Church has not endorsed any candidate or party,
centrally or instituti

Like many other Amenc.'ms US President’s
Donald Trump is also a WASP (White Ang\&Saxun
Protestant), who was baptized and raised in the
Presbyterian Church. Politically astute, President
Trump has defined his identity as a “non-denomina-
tional” Christian and therefore seeks to cut across
the infra-faith divide. Mr Trump has framed his
political positions in such a way that it appeals to
conservative Catholic values when it comes to gen-
der policy, religious institution rights, court appoint-
ment of conservative ]uﬂges and, most sharply, on
abortion. His hard positions ensured that he even
pipped a Catholic Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential
elections, with 52 per cent vote share amongst overall
Catholic votes, with 55-60 per cent of White Catholies
preferring Mr Trump. Though Mr Trump finally lost
the 2020 elections, his successful campaign in 2024
saw the overall Catholic preference increase to 55 per:
cent, with White Catholics soaring even higher to 60-
63 per cent.

Wbeu Pope Leo XIV (born, Robert Francis Prevost)

became the first American poumf ‘to be elected by the
College of the 2025, President Trump
declared it was “such an honour” and a “great hon-
our for the United States™. However, the amoral and
rather fickle Mr Trump has had a consistent history
of abrupt breakups with former friends and allies,
especially if they take a principled position that is
contrary to that of Mr Trump. From allies like Nato
(or even India sometimes), to former aides like Mike
Pence, John Bolfon, Rex Tillerson, James Mattis, etc,
anyone can be thrown “under the bus” if they dis-
agree with Mr Trump.

The latest to join the bandwagon is Pope Leo XIV,
who had earlier commented that there was a “delu-
sion of omnipotence” fuelling the US-Israel war with
Iran. This elicited a stinging reaction direct from Mr

ip, who insisted that he was “not a fan of Pope
Leo", and that he thought that the Ponuﬁ was “not
doing a good job”. Mr Trump's petty and thin-
skinned mﬂmg on social medla continued with
“Pope Leo is WEAK on Crime, and terrible for
Foreign Policy”. It was incredulously followed by a
come-back picture of himself as a Jesus-ike figure
curing a man! Basically, Mr Trump has not just rub-
bished the Pope, but also took on himself the portents
and imagery of even-higher divinity and authority!

Now the proverbial chickens are coming home to
roost, as many die-hard supporters of Mr Trump's
theatrics, bravado. and hate-mongering wake up to
the reality that in Mr Trump's world of “othering”,

_‘_

10 one is spared, not even the presumptive “own”. It
is a wake-up call for the likes of Italy’s far-right
Prime Minister, Giorgia Meloni, who had been a
staunch supporter of Trump-style pulmcs t1ll now.
Her ﬂepmy prime minister has welgh ith: “If
anyone is working hard on the issue nf peace and
conflict resolution, it's Pope Leo. Attacking the Pope,
asymbol of peace and a spiritual guide for billions of
mhuxmhémcs, doesn’t seem like a useful or intelligent
t todo.

But as the currency of manufactured hate is so
powerful, the reality that no one is spared the ambi-
tion of a unhinged authoritarian like Mr Trump is
often forgotten, till the fire reaches the doorsteps of
those cheering the inferno. Many former aides,
friends, and allies of Mr Trump are now struggling to

explain the deterioration in their relations with the
President. Within America, the writing is on the wall
as Mr Trump suffers the highest disapproval ratings
and the trend is worsening with the unending Iran
war. Pope Leo has contextualised the fake religiosity
of politicians like Donald Trump by referencing an
Old Testament passage from Isaiah: “Even though
you make many prayers, I will not listen — your
hands are full of blood”, Hence, religion outlives the
politics of convenience.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general and a for-

mer lieutenant-governor of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and Puducherry
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ideaForge inks
pact with Japan’s
Al company

Drone tech firm ideaForge
Technology has inked a pact
with Japanese Ai-tech compa-
ny Digital Media Professionals
(DMP) to develop next-genera-
tion Al drones. It helps ideaFo-
rge gain access to Japanese
market, it said. The partnership
is focused ideaForge will pro-
vide the Dil integration to its
unmanned aerial vehicle plat-
forms and DMP will be market
partner for ideaForge’s drone
solutions portfolio in Japan.

Brigade acquires
5.72 acre in Hyd
via auction

Brigade Enterprises has acqui-
red 5.72 acre in Hyderabad
through auction for about 3250
crore to build housing project.
The purchase at Osman Nagar
was at a price of ¥44 crore per
acre, excluding registration
costs. Amar Mysore, executive
director, Brigade Enterprises
said, “Hyderabad emerged as
one of the most dynamic real
estate markets in the country
and this land parcel is a strate-
gic fit.”

Bondada posts
profit after tax
of 363 cr in Q4

Bondada Engineering said its
Q@4 profit after tax stood at 763
crore, compared to I56 crore in
the same quarter last year, reg-
istering a 13 per cent growth. It
reported revenue of 3914 crore,
as against I714 crore previous
year, a 28 per cent year-on-
year growth. “The financial
performance for FY26 reflects
strong order book conversion,
and financial management,”
said Dr. Bondada Raghavendra
Rao, company CMD.

Bagmane Prime
public offer to
open on May 5

Blackstone-backed Bagmane
Prime Office REIT is poised to
hit the capital markets with its
3,405 crore initial public
offering (IPO), scheduled to
open on May 5 and conclude
on May 7. The anchor investor
bidding is scheduled for May 4.
The proposed IPO comprises a
fresh issue of units aggregating
up to 2,390 crore and an
offer-for-sale (OFS) of units
worth up to 1,015 crore by
selling unitholder.
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Crude surge drags mkts,
PSU banks lead losses

Costlier crude oil begins to dent demand outlook across sectors

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

Surging crude oil futures
above $110 per barrel
weighed on market senti-
ment on Monday, drag-
ging both equities and the
rupee lower.

The Sensex fell 416.72
points, or 0.54 per cent, to
close at 76,886.91, led by
sharp declines in bank-
ing, auto and IT stocks.
However, oil & gas and
capital goods stocks
bucked the trend and
posted gains.

The Nifty 50 slipped
below the 24,000 mark to
end at 23,995.70, down 97
points, or 0.40 per cent.
Broader markets showed
relative resilience, with
the BSE mid-cap index
down just 0.07 per cent
and the small-cap index
closing marginally higher
by 0.03 per cent.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors were net sellers of
equities worth ¥2,103.74
crore, while domestic
institutional  investors
provided support, buying
shares worth 31,712 crore.

Shipping disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz, cou-
pled with Iran’s condi-
tions for reopening the
channel, kept oil markets
volatile. Brent crude for
June delivery traded
between $107.82 and
$l 12.70 per barrel, impact-
ing oil-sensitive sectors
such as auto and aviation.

“Domestic manufactur-
ing has begun to bear the
brunt of costlier and
tighter supplies of petro-
leum products and natu-
ral gas,” said Crisil.

“After a morning rally,
the market faced resist-
ance near the 50-day sim-
ple moving average at
24,200/77,500 and correct-
ed sharply. From the day’s
high, the market shed
over 200/700 points,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, head,
equity research, Kotak
Securities.

PSU banks were the
waorst hit, Nifty PSU Bank
index declining 2.15 per
cent. The RBI on Monday
declined pleas for more
time to transition to the
expected credit loss-
based provisioning. New
system will be implement-
ed from April next year.

VOLATILE PHASE /

© NIFTY-50 falls to
23,995.7, down
97 pts.

o FPIs sell equities worth
2,103.74 cr while DlIs
buy equities worth
21,712 cr.

e Brent oil futures for
June delivery traded in
range of $107.82 per
barrel to $112.70 per
barrel.

e Higher energy prices
begin to impact
industrial output.

o PSU Banks correct
with Nifty PSU Bank

mde); flallmg
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. RUPEE
~—=> 7 decline
&7 driven by
- dollar gains,
/\ elevated
crude oil

prices.

e Aramco’s LPG
exports halted,
sending prices
higher and buyers
scrambling for
replacement supply.

o UAE to deploy new

production capacity
has brought it into
conflict with
regional rival Saudi
Arabia at OPEC

meetings. 3

DOMESTIC
manufacturing has
begun to bear the
brunt of costlier and
tighter supplies of
petroleum prod-
ucts and nat-
ural gas.

l — CRISIL

b RATINGS

Rupee slides to
94.56 vs dollar

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAL, APRIL 28

The Indian spot rupee extended its
recent losses, ending 53 paise lower at
94.68 against the US dollar The decline
was primarily driven by global dollar
strength and elevated crude oil prices,
which weighed on sentiment.

Traders noted additional

the rupee, including month-end do!

demand. SBI was reportedly buying dol-
lars at lower levels and selling near 94.5.
There was also possible front-running
related to Sun Pharma’s $11.75 billion
overseas acquisition, which added to the

currency’s weakness.

“The rupee, along with its Asian peers,
continues to face downward pressure as
rising crude oil prices and risk- -averse
sentiment dominate the market,”
Dilip Parmar, research analyst at HDFC

Securities.

pressures on

said result,

AIRLINES ON VERGE
OF STOPPING OPS ON
FUEL COSTS, SAYS FIA

New Delhi, April 28:
Aviation stocks declined
on Tuesday amid surging
oil prices due to the West
Asia turmoil, with Air
India, IndiGo and
Spicelet telling the gov-
ernment that the coun-
try’s airline industry is
under extreme stress and
on the verge of “stopping
operations”.

Shares of Spicedet
tanked 4.96 per cent to set-
tle at 214 on the BSE
InterGlobe Aviation's
stock declined 2.59 per
cent to T4,445.1.

Air India, IndiGo_and
Spicedet sought revision
in ATF pricing and finan-
cial support. The West
Asia turmoil has pushed
up oil prices, and airspace
restrictions have increa-

sed airlines’ operating
costs.
Federation of Indian

Airlines has written to
the civil aviation min-
istry, seeking same fuel
pricing mechanism uni-
formly across domestic
and international opela
tions. —PTI

Aramco suspends
LPG shipments

Dhahran, April 28: Saudi Aramco is
set to suspend liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) shipments through May after
damage to its main export facility in
late February disrupted supplies, said
people familiar with the matter.

The state-owned producer recently
informed buyers that shipments from
its Juaymah LPG facility would remain
suspended next month. The sources
declined to be identified as the infor-
mation is not public. Aramco declined
to comment.

Exports from the Juaymah facility
have been halted since a support struc-
ture collapsed, pushing prices higher
and forcing buyers to seek alternative
supplies. Aramco has told some buyers
that repair work at Juaymah has yet to
be completed, the sources said. As a
shipments are unlikely to
resume in May even if the Strait of
Hormuz reopens.

— Bloomberg

[P growth slips to 5-mth low of 4.1%

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

India’s industrial produc-
tion growth slowed to a
five-month low of 4.1 per
cent in March, weighed
down by weak perform-
ance in manufacturing
and electricity output
amid the West Asia crisis.
February saw 5.2 per cent

Inf

growth, National Statis-
ties Office (NSO) said.
Factory output, meas-
ured by the Index of
Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP), expanded
by 3.9 per cent in
March. It indicates
higher input costs
and supply chain dis-
ruptions are beginning
to impact production mar-

ationary trend may hit

credit demand: Shriram Fin

hriram Finance
Sl‘eported a 41 per cent

rise in consolidated
net profit to ¥3,020.9 cr in
the fourth quarter of
FY26, sustaining steady
growth and profitability.
MD and CEO Parag
Sharma told Falaknaaz
Syed that a potential fuel
price increase and lower
rainfall could impact the
rural economy and slow
credit demand.
Excerpts:

@ Credit growth guid-
ance

Initially, we estimated
credit growth of 18 per
cent in the coming quar-
ters. However, given the
possibility of a fuel price
hike due to the West Asia
conflict, the resulting
inflationary trend, and
the risk of lower rainfall,
we believe growth of
around 15-18 per cent is
still achievable. Deposit
growth, currently at 14-15
per cent, may moderate to
11-12 per cent. We expect
to maintain a net interest
margin of 8.5-8.6 per cent.

Q@ Asset quality

We are monitoring fuel
price increases and the
impact of rainfall on the
rural economy. These may

S -

o

Parag Sharma

affect demand and lead to
relatively slower growth.
However, we do not expect
any significant impact on
asset quality.

@ Cash deployment

We disburse close to
50,000 cr in a quarter, and
we have received 40,000
cr in equity. We expect
this capital to be largely
utilised over the next four
to five months. The funds
will be used for growth
and to retire some debt.

Q Interest rates

If inflation remains a con-
cern, repo rate hikes by
the RBlare possible.
Currently, our cost of lia-
bilities stands at around
8.59 per cent.

@ New products

We are not introducing
new products but are
mcreasmg our focus on
financing new commer-
cial vehicles.

gins and demand.
Manufacturing output
growth remained subdued
at 4.3 per cent in
March, compared
with four per cent
in the year-ago
month. Power gen-
eration rose 0.8 per
cent, sharply lower
than the 7.5 per cent
expansion seen a year ear-

lier. Mining output growth
improved to 5.5 per cent
from 1.2 per cent a year
ago.

The non-core segment of
industrial output rose by a
robust 7.8 per cent, shrug-
ging off the anticipated
adverse impact of the
West Asia crisis, said
Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist, Icra.

El Nino, high crude may

drag growth pace to 5.8%

CHENNAI APRlL 28

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth could
slip to 5.8 per cent this
year, while CPI inflation
may rise to 4.8 per cent if
crude oil prices hover
around $105 per barrel
amid the West Asia crisis.
The threat of El Nino and
a below-normal monsoon
could further weigh on
growth and stoke infla-
tion.

The government may
also need to spend an addi-
tional ¥30,000-35,000 crore
on fertiliser subsidies to
support the farm sector,
said Aditi Nayar, chief
economist at Iera.

Iera has already lowered
its FY27 GDP growth fore-
cast to 6.5 per cent and
raised its inflation projec-
tion to 4.5 per cent, assum-
ing crude prices average
$85 per barrel and retail
fuel prices remain
unchanged.

If crude rise to around
$105 per barrel, growth
could slow further to 5.8
per cent, with inflation
climbing to 4.8 per cent.

India’s southwest mon-
soon is likely to be below
normal this year, with the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) pro-
Jjecting rainfall at 92 per
cent of the long period
average (LPA).

Historically, E1 Nino has
led to rainfall deficits of
one per cent to 22 per cent

USE TRADE DEALS
10 BOOST EXPORTS,
JOBS, SAYS GOYAL

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

Commerce minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Tuesday
urged exporters and
industry bodies to lever-
age India’s trade pacts to
expand market access,
boost exports and create
employment.

Meanwhile, industry
representatives who met
the minister raised con-
cerns over compliance
costs, testing require-
ments and challenges
taced by MSMEs.

Sectors such as engi-
neering goods, electron-
ics, pharma, chemicals,
gems and jewellery, and
agri-based products have
sustained export momen-
tum despite disruptions.

The minister assured
facilitation and targeted
interventions to reduce
entry barriers and
improve EoDB.

OpenAl falls short on sales, user growth targets

San Francisco, April 28:
OpenAl recently failed to
meet its own goals for new
user acquisition and sales,
fueling internal concerns
that company may strug-
gle to support its spending
on Al infrastructure, acco-
rding to a news report.
The company fell short
of several monthly sales
targets in 2026 after rival
Anthropic gained ground
in coding and enterprise
markets, the report said.
Its ChatGPT chatbot also

didn’t hit the company’s
target of one billion week-
ly active users by the end
of 2025, it said.

Chief financial officer
Sarah Friar in conversa-
tions with other company
leaders, has expressed
concerns that if OpenAl
doesn’t increase sales fast
enough, it may not be able
to afford its future com-
puting needs, it said.

There are growing wor-
ries among investors that
artificial intelligence (AI)

developers and big tech
firms are spending too
much on data centers and
chips for AI, with an
uncertain pasolf

OpenAl alone has previ-
ously said it's committed
to spend more than $1.4
trillion on artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure.

To finance those bets,
OpenAl and Anth-ropic
have increasingly tapped
an overlapping group of
venture funds and tech
companies. — Bloomberg

UTIOUS OUTLOOK (R g I St

eThreat of El Nino, below-
normal monsoon can
further weigh on growth
and stoke inflation.

If crude rise to $105 per
barrel, growth can slow
further to 5.8%, with
inflation climbing to

Fertiliser availability
remains adequate for
now, but supply
disruptions could
emerge if crisis
persists.

and corresponding decl-
ines in kharif output of
up to 23 per cent over the
past two decades.

In about half of these
instances, even the rabi
crop failed to offset losses,
resulting in an overall
contraction in agricultur-
al output.

However, higher reser-
voir levels compared to
last year and historical
averages may offer some
cushion, particularly if
early monsoon rainfall is
weak. Adequate rainfall
in August is essential for
crop developmem while
excessive rain in
September can be counter-
productive. Farmers may
also adapt by shlftmg to
less water-i DS.

dampen rural demand,
affecting sectors such
as automobiles,
tractors, construction,
cement, steel and

crisis adds another layer
of uncertainty. Fertiliser
availability remains ade-
quate for now, but supply
disruptions could emerge
if the crisis persists, espe-
cially as imports typically
pick up ahead of the
kharif sowing season.

A weak monsoon could
dampen rural demand,
affecting sectors such as
automobiles,  tractors,
construction,  cement,
steel and FMCG.

Power, air conditioners,
refrigerators and bever-
ages may benefit from
higher temperatures.

The government has
taken initial steps to con-
tain inflation by moderat-
ing _ezgclse duties on ‘fuel

The unfolding West Asxa

rise in pump prices.

India, China trade
gap hits $112 bn

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, APRIL 28

India’s imports from
China touched $131.6 bn
in FY26, with about 66 per
cent, valued at $82.6 bn.
concentrated in four sec-
tors: electronics, machin-
ery, computer: and
organic chemicals.

China accounts for
43 per cent of
India’s electronics
imports, 40 per cent
of machinery and
computer imports, and
44 per cent of urganic
chemicals. These are criti-
cal inputs that feed direct-
ly into India’s manufac-
turing ecosystem, said
Glo-bal Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

Indian industry relies
heavily on China for elec-
tronic components, EV
batteries, solar modules,
APIs and specialty chemi-
cals. These are difficult to
replace at scale. “Depend-
ence on a single supplier
for critical inputs leaves

pharma, electronics and
clean energy vulnerable
to disruptions, whether
geopolitical or commer-
cial. At the same time,
India’s exports to China
remain limited, making
the relationship one-
sided,” Ajay Srivastava,
GTRI founder, said.
India needs to
build do-mestic
capacity in key see-
tors and diversify
supply chains.
Limiting  depend-
ence on any single
country to below 30 per
cent of imports in critical
sectors is key, GTRI said.
India’s exports to China
stay below FY2021 levels
at $19.5 bn, while imp-orts
have more than doubled to
$131.6 bn. Trade deficit
grew 155 per cent to $112
bn over five years. About
98.5 per cent of imports
from China are industrial
goods, with electronics,
machinery, computers
and organic chemicals
accounting for $82.6 bn.

Maruti sells 24.2 L cars in FY26,
posts <14,679-cr annual profit

New Delhi, April 28:
Maruti  Suzuki India
(MSI) on Tuesday said its
total vehicle sales in FY26
were at a record 24.22 lakh
units against 22,34 lakh
units in FY25.

The automaker
also reported con-
solidated net profit
grew 1.24 per cent
to %14,679.5 crore for
fiscal year 2025-26
against ¥14,500.2 crore in
previous fiscal.

Total revenue from oper-
ations in FY26 was
%1,83.316 crore compared
to ¥1,52,913 crore in FY25,

S

it added.

Domestic sales in FY26
stood at 19.74 lakh units
compared to 19.01 lakh
units in FY25, while expo-
rts were at 4.47 lakh units
against 3.32 lakh units

a year ago, it added.

Maruti Suzuki has
earmarked a capex
of 14,000 crore for

FY27, as it gears up
to add capacity to

meet rising demand, hav-
ing re-ached 100 per cent
capacity utilisation at its
existing facilities, MSI
chairman R. C. Bhargava
said. PTI

DIGITAL | ASSIST  Gompany trains artificial intelligence model on large databases of proteins

Eli Lilly signs deal with AT start-up

Indianapolis, April 28:
Eli Lilly & Co. has signed a
deal with the AI start-up
Profluent worth up to $2.25
billion to find new ways to
edit DNA, the company's
latest bet that artificial
intelligence (Al) can trans-
form drugmaking.

Under the collaboration,
announced Tuesday, Lilly
will have the exclusive
rights to new medicines
that Profluent develops
and will pay up to $2.25 bil-
lion if the drugs hit cer-
tain milestones.

Typically, it takes about a
decade and costs over $1

billion to develop a new
drug, About 90 per cent of
candidates fail before mak-
ing it to the finish line.
The pharmaceutical
industry is pouring bil-
lions of dollars into the
idea that Al can make the
process of finding new
drugs faster, cheaper and
more successful. No Al-
designed drug has won US
approval, but many have
entered clinical trials.
Profluent, whose inve-
stors include Jeff Bezos,
says it can use Al to design
more powerful versions of
Crispr, the Nobel Prize-

o Lilly will pay up to
D $2.25 bn if drugs hit
g certain milestones.
© Pharma industry pouring
__billions of dollars into
f‘;dea that Al can make
the process of finding
new drugs faster.

o No Al-
designed
drug won
the US
approval,
but many
entered
clinical
trials.

winning gene editing tool.
The company wants to
treat diseases by inserting
large stretches of DNA
into a specific location.
Traditional approaches
to drug discovery can't do

o

that, said Profluent chief
executive Ali Madani.
While current gene-edit-
ing tools typically fix small
errors in DNA, Profluent
aims to make drugs that
rewrite entire passages of

genetic instructions, open-
ing door to treating more
conditions.

“This has huge implica-
tions for genetic medi-
cines,” Madani said.

Profluent has trained its
Al model on large databas-
es of proteins.

Profluent’s  scientists
prompt the AT model with
a disease to target, and the
technology designs a drug
that might treat it.

Lilly is working to build
a pipeline of future medi-
cines to power its next era.
Part of this is increasing
its bet on Al — Bloomberg
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Ladakh outreach
UT gets new districts, but key issues in limbo

ADAKH has gnt five new districts ahead of
Union Home Minister Amit Shah's visit to the
Union Territory. The expansion from two dis-
icts — Leh and Kargil —to seven isa signifi-
it step that was overdue in the vast but sparse-
ly populated region. Remote areas like Nubra, Zanskar
and Changthang have been facing problems in accessing
basic public services. Smaller administrative units can
bring the authonties closer to the people and faalitate
quicker delivery of welfare schemes, The prompt appoint-
ment of deputy commissioners and police chiefs signals
ing intent t S ithout delay.
Hawever, this restructuring alone will not satisfy local
residents. Ladakh's challenges are not merely bureau-
cratic; they are deeply palitical, economic and environ-
mental. Local groups, induding the Leh Apex Body and
Kargil Democratic Alliance, continue to demand state-
hood and constitutional safeguards under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution. They have sought direct,
“decisionevel” talks with Shah later this week. describ-
ing the scheduled May 22 sub- i meeting as
“inadequate” for resolving the region's long-pending
issues. Ladakhi activist Sonam Wangchuk, who was
released last month by the Union government after a
nearly six-month-long detention, is also keen that a con-
structive dialogue should be held during Shah'’ s visit.
The Centre has dly affirmed it o
Mﬂms&\ﬂmte\m!hmghnlmsmmedmn
the key di hood and incht
undenhe Sixth Schedule, Refmmsud\ as easing regula-
he tourism sector and &
partofavigorous e

ding the latest

icpush. The
dsewill be just-
ﬁedzrnleadswmdtmvegtmmbenagwermn&aml
1 political However, the govern-
ment cannot afford to miss the big picture — the strategic
importance of Ladakh makes it critical to maintain peace
and strengthen law and arder The violent protests in Sep-
tember 2025 were an eye-opener. The a.-tpnamm of the
Ladakhi people must be fulfilled in atime-bound manner.

NZ trade deal

Positive way forward, address concems too

CHANDISE trade between India and
New Zealand stood at amodest $13 billion
in 2024-25, India's share in the island
country’s total import market of $47.5bil-
ion last yearwas just 2 per cent. Rilled am

histonic, the free tradk (FTA) aimsforad
ic.long-termshift. The push to diversify exports toa high-
income market also opens doors for a larger Indian foot-
print in the Asia-Pacific region. The positives are many.
There are concems too. The deal, ance ratified, will cutor
remove 95 per cent of exp India. Converse-

OPINION
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A manoeuvre passed off asamerger

Raghav Chadha has followed in the footsteps offormer Haryana CM Bhajan Lal

SANJAY HEGDE
SENIOR ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT

six of his Rajya Sabha
colleagues had “merged” with the
BJIPwasaclever piece of political
theatre, By invoking paragraph 4
of the Tenth Schedule, the seced-
ing members sought to dress up
what was plainly a defection in
the constitutional vocabulary of
merger. The architecture of the
Tenth Schedule, however, was
designed precisely to prevent
such mischief.

The phrase “Aaya Ram, Gaya
Ram" entered our political lexi-
con in 1967, when Gaya Lal of
Haryana crossed the floor thrice
in a fortnight. Between 1967 and
1971, several state governments
fell as legislators traded loyalties
for office. The malaise was only
beginning, After Indira Gand-
hi's return to power in January
1980, Bhajan Lal, then Chief

DEFECHON The Ralya Sabha rk b of m

loophole; it is an escape valve, Evenif the legislature party were
narrowly drawn for genutine con- permitted to drive a merger, the
solidation of political force, not issue arises: what is the legislature
for manufactured ones. party of a national political party at

Paragraph 4 has two sub-para- the Union level? It cannot sensibly
graphsthat must be read togeth- be confined to one chamber
er: Sub-paragraph (1) protects a ‘Where the original political party

member only if his “original
political party” merges with
another party. Sub-paragraph(2)
preseribes the test for when such
a merger is deemed to have tak-
enplace: not less than two-thirds
of the members of the legislature
party must have agreed toit.

Minister of Haryana at the head The two clauses are not alter-
of a Janntu Party gwernmem natives. The first identifies the

d a more actor — the original political par-
feat. He marched virtually his  ty. The second prescribes a con-
entirelegislature party across the  dition for the merger to be an
floor and delivered it to the Con-  effective shield against disquali-
gress, retaining his chairas CM.  fication. Reading them disjune-
The Janata regime in Haryana  tively would invert the constitu-

ceased to exist not by election or
byno-confidence vote, but by the
simple expedient of mass migra-
tion. It was probably the Bhajan
Lal precedent. more than any
other; that gave the Rajiv Gandhi
govemment in 1985 the political
impetus to bring the Fifty-Sec
ond Amendment and with it the
Tenth Schedule.

Paragraph 2 of the Tenth
Schedule sets the rule. A legisia-
tor who voluntarily gives up the

bership ol hisoriginal

tional scheme, Tt would allow the
tail to wag the dog. A handful of
legislators in one House could.
by an act of internal arithmetic,
claim to have absotbed theirown
party into another. That is nota
merget. Thatis a hijacking.

The Constitution Bench, in
Subhash Desai v. Principal Sec-
retary, Governor of Mahamshtra
(2023). arising from the Shiv
Sena split, settled the larger prin-
uple The political party and the

stands i lified The

Ial party are not inter-

Amergerthat pr-()(hl('us
consequences for both
Houses cannot be
effected by counting
headsinonly one.
went further and addressed para-
graph 4 directly: the Tenth
Schedule  would  become
“unworkable” i “political party”
were read as “legislature party.”
The merger must originate inthe
political party. Two-thirds sup-
port of the legislature party isnot
the merger, it is the condition
that gives the legmlaturs protec-

functions across both Houses, the
two-thirds requirement must be
measured against the entirety of
the parliamentary paty — Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha taken
wgether. A merger that produces
consequences for both Houses
cannot be effected by counting
heads in only one. T hold other-

‘wise would mean that a party with
athin presence in one House could
be “merged” by the smaller group,
leaving the larger group bereft of
parentage. Thus, mere two-thirds
in one House will not do.

The Bombay High Court (Goa
Bench), in the Girish Chodankar
matter, took a different view,
huldmg lhe two sub-| pamgmphs

rested

trious shoes of a modern-day
Bhajan Lal. The technigue is the
same: a wholesale movernent of
legislators from one party to
another, dressed up as a corpo-
rate act, leaving the original par-
tyan emptied shell on the floor of
the House. What Bhajan Lal did
tothe Janata Partyin Haryana in
1980, Chadha has purported todo
to AAP in the Rajya Sabha in
2026. The difference is that Bha-
jan Lal acted before the Tenth
Schedule existed. Chadha has
acted 41 years after the Constitu-
tion put the device beyond reach.
The cap may fit, but the rules of
the game havechanged.

The consequences of treating
this manoeuvre as a valid merger
would not be confined to AAP.
The arithmetic of the Upper
House would change overnight.
The Rajya Sabha has long been
the chamber where the ruling
alliance has had to negotiate, per-
suade and an occasion concede.
Bills that the Lok Sabha passed
by sheer numbers have, in the
Council of States, been referred
ta Select Committees, amended
arquietly allowed to lapse.

The BJP's inability to muster
anoutright majority in the Rajya
Sabha has been one of the few
remaining checks on a govern-
ment otherwise dominantin the
Lok Sabha, The absorption of
seven additional members
would tip the balance.

Legislation onpersonallaws, fed-
enl questions, electoml arrange-
ments and the regulation of avil
socety —matters that have hither-
torequired amss-party negotiation
—would nowride an easy passage.
The Rajya Sabha was conceived
hy the famers as the chamber of
sober second thought. It risks

tion against disqu

Applied tothe facts at hand, this
analysisisfatal tothe AAP defec
tors’ case. There has been no
announcement by AAP, through
its national convener or national
exeautive, that the party has
merged with the BJE The party
continues to govern Punjab, Its
national leadership has publicly
dlsuwned the seven. What has
d is that seven of the 10

Supreme Court, in the Hansh
Rawat case, did not mince
words: defection is a “constitu-
tional sin." Merger, under para-
graph 4, is the carefully circum-

ble. The par-
ty is a creature of the political
party, The “umbilical cord”
which connects 4 member of the
House to the political party can-
not be severed by the legislators
acting on their own. The Court

Rajya Sabha members have, on
their own, announced a merger,
The original political party has
not merged at all. The cord has
been cut from one end only and
there are loose ends totrip on,

on f.hL dppn:hcnswn that a con-
trary reading would render the
Schedule unworkable. The high
court overlooked the express pm-
vision in paragraph 4 itself’ legis-
lators who disagree with a merg-
er announced by their political
party are entitled to function asa
separate group. The Special
Leave Petition against the Goa
decision is pending in the
Supreme Count. The verdict in
the Subhash Desai case, deliv-
ered after the Goa ruling, has sub-
stantially undenmined its founda-
tions. A correctionis overdue.
Chadha now stands inthe illus-

the chamber of arith-
metical absomption.

The remedy lies, in the first
instance,with the Vice-President
of India, the Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, before whom the
inevitable disqualification peti-
tion is filed. It Lies, ultimately,
with the Supreme Court. A polit-
ical party is more than the sum of
its legislators, A merger is an act
of the party, not of its members in
one House. The two-thirds
requirement is a safeguard
against capture, not a licence for
it. Bhajan Lal's ghost ought not
to reincarnate, Jeast of all in the
chamber of the States,

Iy, since 58 per cent of New Zealand's tariff lines are
already duty-free, its offerto fully open up the field forIndi-
an exparters provides an opportunity, but the gains could
be limited in a competitive environment. The risks of a
trade deficit in the face of rising imports call for domestic
reforms that incentivise mnovation and good practices.

Forestry and horticulture exparters from New Zealand
could gain a foothold inamarket that values scale and reli-
ability Among fruit growers in Himachal Pradesh as well
as Jammu and Kashmir, already reeling under extreme
weather pattems, the prospect of cheaper apples or kiwi
fruit on sale poses another challenge. New Delhi's quota
and time llmnsmqy not be enouﬂx to assuage apprehen-
sions. Afoc
ply chain i jal No g liberalisa-
tion for milk powder or mass dairy exports comes as a
relief, though how it plays out is uncertain,

Access across 118 services sectorsin New Zealandis
an encouraging sign. For Indian students and profes-
sionals, more visa pathways and post-study work rights
are a huge plus. Even as the possibility of uneven ben-
efits looms, doubling trade by 2031 could just be the
momentum the partnership needs.

scribed exception. Tt is not a

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

One man's opportunism is another man'’s statesmanship. — Mitton Friedman

Thewise course
of reconciliation

ABHYAM SHARMA

Y office CCTV screen showed a woman
Ienlenng the waiting lounge with her child.
Soon, her husband arrived too. “Do you
recognise this couple?” I asked my father. While he
took time to identify them, the turbulence their con-
jugallife had witnessed flashed before my eyes. Five
years ago, they had approached me regarding their
divorce petition. The couple, accompanied by their
family members, had caused a commotion in my
office. All i and t i had come

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Towards unity
THERE is much sound sense in Dr Annie Besant's statement to
an Associated Press mterwenmr that the Ahmedabad agreement

isastepth jonofall intheCon-
grm."“’m' I loubtedly sh that there is noreal
& them. R  ithasbeen
glydear that the only inl diffe between the

Swarajists on the one hand and the Liberals, Independents and
Responsive Cooperitionists on the other is in regard tothe wark-

ing ofthe Reforms generally and the acceptance of office underthe
reformed Constitution in particular: This difference has now had
the bottom knocked out of it by the Swarajists accepting the posi-

umﬂmlﬂwmu{ﬁwmnmmwmemummdmum
shall inthose Al inwhich the govem-

mentis willing to concede sufficient power, responsibility and ini-

tiative to theministers. This may or may not mean that the Swara-
jists themselves will accept office. It certainly means that they
will give up their, -tionist tactics in such provi thatis
tosay, will allow others to take office if they are prepared to come
to an understanding with them, even if they are not prepared to
accept office themselves, This, coupled with the decision of the
recent non-Swarajist Conference at Bombay. for all practical pur-
poses, to accept the Congress creed — a decision which we now
knaowis due prinei to Pandit iya's advoca
¢y~ has undoubtedly paved the way for a reunion of all the pro-
gressive partieson the Congress platform.

thick and fast as both sides refused to budge.

After the families calmed down a bit, I called the
warring husband and wife for a one-on-one meeting.
1 sensed that all was not lost. 1 asked them to list
their grievances and complaints against each other
in writing. “Go alone to the nearby Nature Park and
come back with your submissions in sealed
envelopes,” I told them.

As they rose from their seats, their families ques-
tioned me about my move. “Judge Sahib will open the
envelopes and grant an initial separation,” I said. Both
left, but did not return even after four to five hours.
Eventually, T learned that instead of visiting the park.
they had gone to atheatre and watched amovie togeth-
er About a year later, I received a bax of sweets from
them when they became proud parents.

Now, back in my office, they said, “She is our
adorable daughter. We have named her Khushi.” They
had come to seek help for her admission in a school,
Elated at their happy life, I offered them tea and gave
chocolates to the baby. Handing over the girl's birth
certificate and the school brochureto me, they left the
office after touching my father's feet.

Later, he asked me, “Why did you not charge s fee? Is
this the way to do your legal practice?" I replied. "Had
I not prioritised the Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) strategy over the traditional legal way, bad biood
would never have ended. A sense of closure is more
important than any party's victory or defeat. In family
matters, ADR is the best solution.”

Acknowledging that I had adopted the right course,
he told my mother, “Our son is a legal practitioner. but
he prefers reconciliation to litigation.”

The writer is an advocate based in Pathankot

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Increased automation harmful

Refer to ‘The incredible Internet of Things';
the article aptly explaing how the Intemet of
Things (IoT) and Al are shifting human-con-
trolled life towards precarious, machine-led
automation. Though seemingly alarmist, it
serves as a timely waming in this fast-chang-

Data security a challenge

Refer to ‘Mythos alarm’; Anthropic's Al
model reflects a serious dual-use dilemma
—strengthening financial defences while
posing systemic risks if misused. Restrict-
ing access through a vetted partner frame-
work such as Project Glasswing is a prudent

ing, t ~driven age.
present situation reflects remarkable luhmr
logical progress alongside a growing gap in
regulation. However, until safety concerns are
fully addressed. high-risk operations should
be kept in abeyance. Since 10T and Al are
human creations, systems must be designed,
mgula!xd and controlled securely before
jon turns into
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Selective data interpretation
Refer to Debunking the destitute Bangladesh
myth'; archaic stereotypes about this small
nation persist despite compelling evidence of
advancement In purchasing power, public
health and sodal mchmluts Such realities

i that are far
more nuanced than y

i. The Finance Ministry's advice
for banks to collaborate closely with CERT-
In is timely. Concerns over data security and
alignment risks warrant caution. A coordi-
nated regulatory approach across the US,
UK and India, along with controlled deploy-
menthy Anthropic, is essential to safeguard
global financial stability.

VUAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

SIT of no help in corruption probe

Our country abounds in corrupt politicians.
Whenever any minister, MLA or seniar officer
is caught in a corruption case, immediately
an SIT (special investigation team) is consti-
tuted to placate the public and pave the way
torulewithout interruption. With the passage
of time, people forget and new innings start.
Has embezzled money ever been recovered

Simultanenusly, comparisons with India must
account for disparities in scale, diversity and
1 lovities Seloctive "

from the accused? Nothing comes out of
SITs: it is wastage of taxpayers' money and

of data can prove misleading when :hvcm:ed

from context. The emphasis should be ona bal-

anced appraisal and on deniving insights from
hother' 1 triectorh

EKAAKSH BHARDWAJ, KAPURTHALA

Relook at theaterisation
Pel‘ar l.b "Ihealensnmn the right way the IAF
step
may further divide the already depleted fleet of
the IAF Furthermore. if and when theatre com-
mands come up, the three Service Chiefs will
repartedly have no operational role, but only
logistical and administrative functions. The the-
atre commanders will call the shots, Talking
about jointness, were the ammed forces disjoint-
ed whenwe fought and won the 1971 war?
WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

time too. In other countries, such
VIPs are fined, besides misappropriated
money being recovered from them.

BANS! RAM, GARHSHANKAR

Ode to The Tribune
Here are a few lines 1 have penned as an ode
to The Tribune:
O Tribune, you're not just a newspaper.
You're Punjab's pulse in print.
You have stood tall since 1881, when the
British ruled and truth was asin. I met you in
college, 1967: young eyes, empty mind.
Classroom gave me degree. You gave me
disha, logic, life...
You're not just news. You're niti, You're the
diary of a region. Gazette for sarkar, Ency-
clopaedia for janta,

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Latters to the Editor, typed in double Space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
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S the mercury nis-
esin most parts of
the country. par-
north-

roads lead to the hils in
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. Besides popu-
lar tourist destinations ke
Shimls, Kullu, Manali, Naini-
tal. Mussoorie and Dharam-
sala, people also flock to reli-
giousdestinationsin the hills,
The summer season coin-
cides with the annual pilgrim-
agetothe Char Dham — Badri-
nath, Kedamath, Gangotriand
Yamunotri. In view of the eco-
logical disasters in recent
decades — extreme weather
events, devastating floods,
landslides, subsidence — seri-
ous concerns have been raised
about the environmental
impact of unbridled tourism in
the hilly areas. Many expert
panels and petiions in courts
have called for measures to
prevent disasters in the hills,
Several popular destina-
tions, particularly the Char
Dham, are located inside the
higher Himalayas. The
region consisting of narrow
valleys and glacial basins is
geologically young and tec-
tonically active. The presence

.
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of the Main Central Thrust -
anactive tectonic zone where
immense geological forces
are still at work — is enitical.
The rocks and slopes are
mone to landslides when
under stress from rainfall or
seismic activity.

Major shrines are closely
linked to glader-fed river sys-
tems, making them highly
sensitive toclimatic vanations.
Alpinemeadows, high-altitude
lakes and fragile vegetation
zones have low resilience to
disturbance. Therefore, tradi-
tionally, the region has hadlow
human activity. But the sea-
sonal influx of humans dis-
turbs the putting

OPED
Timeto enforce canylng npacrty of Char Dham

additional pressure on land,

: The govemment has been issuing directives to limit the number of daily visitors to Char Dham.

year), Analysis of the climate
data (1990-2020) indicated a
significant increasing trend
in the tempemture in all the
sites for three seasons — pre-
monsom, monsoonand post-
monsoon.

Biodiversity is also threat-
ened as the Dham are situated
inside or on the periphery of
protected areas — Badrinath
temple lies near the Nanda
Devi National Park, Kedar
nath in the Kedamath Wildlife
Sanctuary, Gangotri in the
Gangotri National Park, while
Yamunotri i in the vicinity of
Govind Pashu Vihar National
Park and Sanctuary,

Based on the analysis, the
researchers amved at the sus-

so that appropriate action can
be taken. The environment
ministry later informed the
court that it had circulated
guidelines for assessing the
carrying capaaty of hill sta-
tions, induding cities and eco-
sensitivezones, in 2020 itself

So far, state govemments
have been takinga plecemeal
approach to this question by
appointing expert commit-
tees ortaking cosmetic meas-
ures like installing air moni-
toring equipment. Instead,
hill states need to develop
comprehensive,  evidence
based guidelines and policies
to address the problem.

The costof inaction wouldbe
huge, as alrendy demonstrated

water and infrostructure,  limit the number of daily vis- dence about the canying tamable daily imit of visitors  in a series of disasters in the
besides causing pollutiondue  itors to Char Dham, but it capacity of thehill ecosystems,  for the four Dham — Badrie  hills from the Kedarnath
othelnge numberofcarsand  eventually kept withdrawing A 2025 study published by s nath (between 1183 and  floods to the Joshimath subsi-
buses, and inadequate waste  them. In 2021, the number of entists from Veer Chandra 15778), Kedarnath (9,833  dence. While climate change
disposal systems. aily visitors was capped at Singh Garhwali Uttarakhand ~ 13111), Gangotni (6,133-8,178)  and geological fiagility are

Thethreattothe Himalayan 1000 for Badrinath, 800 for Universityof Horticultureand  and Yamunotri@ 6206,160).In  important causative factors for
ecology di human darnath, 600 for Gangotri ForestryandGBPant National  addition, they have suggested  extreme  weather events,
activity (tourism, construction  and 400 for Yamunotri. This Institute of Hi Envie  other liketheregula  doudbursts and landslides,
activity, largeprojedts, éte)has  was done due to pandemic ronmentworked out thecurry-  tionofvehidesandwasterecy-  efe., their impact getsaccentu-
now been well recognised considerations and not carry- ing capacity for the Char ding Themethodology devel-  ated due to humaninduced
among policymakers due to  ing capadty concerns. Dham bused on three keygeo-  oped by this group may be  factors like tourism beyond
the pressure from courts and After the Joshimath subsi logical indices — elevation, applied to caleulate the carry-  carrying capacity, unplanned
envionmental groups, but lit-  dence episode, a quota was slope,andvegetationcoverAn  ing capacity of other sitesand  wbanisation,  deforestation
te adtion is seen on the fixed forvisitors to Kedamath State o vermments analysis of the snowcovered tawm m the hills, according to andldxge p'o)ed.s Theyareall
ground. For instance, several  and Badrinath. It was subse- o area of glacers (Chomban Similar studies have 1, too,

of the quently i landeven- have been adopting  Bamak, Bhagrath Kharak, been done too.  Policy z

Court, high courts and the tually withdmwn. This year AR l Gangotn and Yamunotri gla-  Shimla, accond to some mustrealise that di action
National Green Tribunal have  too, the Chief Minister has dprecemeas der) in and around the four  assessments, has already plans, sustainability goals and
talked about adopting thecar-  announced that there would glpp l’()il(‘]l [)\ shrines showed that all have  exceeded itscarrying capadity.  disaster risk reduction all need
rying capacity approach. be no cap on visitors, and a ) g3 . retreated substantially dur The courts have done thelr  towork in cohesion. The fcus

Su\e guvernmenls and  publidty campaign has been d[)[)()ll]llll}.{t \])L 1l ing 2002-2020. bit in prodding state govem  of all planning and action
local initiate 1 to attract visitors committees or The highest retrest was ments to wake up. In June  should be preservation of the
some measures as directed  fromall over the country. The . o seen in the Gangotri glader 2024, the S Court i
by thecourt and then retract.  only requirement is mandato- lil}dllg cosmetic (22.36 m per year), followed  directed thatall 13 Himal. and local livelihoods. and not
In the past five years, the ryonline pre-registration. measures. by Yamunotri(20m peryear), states and Union Temritories  encourngement of uncon-
Uttarakhand ~ government Such a policy response flies Badrinath (1732 m per year) should assess their carrying  trolled commercial and other
hasbeen issuing directivesto  in the face of sdentific evi- and Kedarnath (1414 m per  capacity inasdentificmanner  formsof tourism.

Trincostorytravelsalongway Chullahs in, clean cooking out

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, a for-
mer Marxist from the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) party,
whichinthe 1980s had opposed the
1987 India-Sri Lanka Accord, has

Tt will be instructive to recall the
strategic importance of Trinco Har-
bour and Port as penned by former
Sri Lankan Admiral Ravi Wijegu-
naratne, whonoted that the Dutch,

MAJ GEN ASHOK K MEHTA (RETD)
FORMER FOUNDING MEMBER,
DEFENCE PLANNING STAFF

HE Gulf War has at least
had one positive effect —
the crention of Lwrger
strutegicoil reserves. One
of the most significant
measures is the Trincomalee (Trinco)
Ol Tank Firms project in S Lanka

Languishing since 1987, the
development of the Thinco Energy
Hubis now on the anvil, 10 be con-
nected with  muliti-purpose
pipelines and power grids between
the two countries. In a smart diplo-
matic move, New Delhi sent Vice-
President CP Radhakrishnan, who
also happens to be Tamilian, to Sri
Lanka recently, in what was the
first bilateral visit by any Vice-
President toSri Lanka.

The Radhakrishnan call was sig-
nificant for three reasons: it focused
on transforming Trinco as an ener-
gy hub: it helped revive the “Tamil
question”; and it embedded India’s
strategic stature as first responder
in the neighbourhood. Like the
landslide political victory of the
Rashtriya Swatantra Party in
Nepal, Sri Lanka's leftwing
National People’s Power (NPP)
party stormed to power in 2024,

In its election manifesto NPP
had said: Trinco ol tank farms wall
be renovated with support of a
friendly foreign country. President

recognised Dethis preeminencein  Frenchand British colonial powers
the region and highlighted its 1 Tri lee because it
Neigh 1 First policy. wasthe gateway to the BayofBen- | | ABHA SURESH
Last month, with Radhakrishnan  gal. British Admiral Lord Nelson m{h{[NE:(:“A::E‘S:URCSIWT{ﬁ“
and Foreign Secretary Vikram Mis-  deseribed Trincoas “the finestand |

n flanking him, Sri Lanka Foreign
Minister Vijitha Herath called the
Trinco pm)eﬂ 4 permanent solu-

deepest harbourin the world”.
For Sri Lanka, Trincomalee is a
‘national asset’. In the past, sever-

tion pingenegy crisis
in the Indian whilst

altrad and political p.n'ttﬁ
have denergyc

referring to the ongoing war in the
Persian Gulf. Misri, eardier Deputy
High Commissioner in Colombo,
briefed the media in Colombo on
several bilateral matters, including
the Trinco Energy Hub.

Languishingsince 1987,
the Trinco Energy Hub
willbeconnected with
mult-purpose pipelines
and powergrids between
SriLankaand India

AC!IOS
Large strong box (5)
h‘ Befulfilled (4.4)
9 Corruptillicit gain (5)
10 Share equally (2.6)
11 Reduce sharply (5)
12 Record of ship's
voyage (3}
16 An sbrusion (6)
17 Unequalled (6)
18 Light-hearted (3)
Make suitable (5)

A silken fabnic (5)
An uncontested
victory (8)

Fitof depression (5)

Ves(emay 's Solution

Hands dow

24 Become insufficient (3.5)

with India, seeing it as a ceding of

sovereignty. That's why, despite

CROSS Indian cities,

long queues outside

LPG distribution cen-

tres are becoming a

ily reality. Inside

homes, the steady blue flame of
den

dependence on imports, requires
relatively lower processing, and
burns more cleanly than tradi
tional biomass.

However, ethanol is not a
standalone solution. Scaling up
its use for cooking would require
significant agricultural inputs,
raising concerns about land use,
food security and water con-

Other alternatives, such as elec-
tric cooking, biogas, and solar-
based solutions, also hald poten-
tial Decentralised biogas systems
can provide sustainable solutions
in rural settings, while solar tech-
nologies can serve as supplemen-
tary options. However, these solu-
tions require investment,
infrastructure  and  behavioural

sumption, Infrastructure for change factors that cannot be
sufe storage, distribution, and addressed overnight.

household use would need sub- India must urgently adopt a mul-
stantialinvestment. Ethanolcan  tipronged strategy to  huild

complement India’s ¢lean cook-
ing mix, but it cannot replace
LPG at scale without careful

several
none could fructify.

s and MoUs, is i ing, replaced )} ing and trade-offs,
in some cases by smoky chullahs
In 2003, Indian Oil Corporation | buming firewood, charcoal and

signed a 35-vear lease to develop 15

dung cakes. Wh.n amears mbe @

oil tanks, with an annual

of $100000. Radhakrishnan dis-
cussed the renovation of oil tanks
and laying of a multi-purpose oil

pply d
fact,a deeper crisis, This shxfl ha>
reignited concerns over air pollu-
tion and puhlic health, particular-

transfer pipeline between | ly among vulnerable populations.
Kamikal/Chennai and Trincomalee. The current situstion also
A solar power project is alsounder | exposes a critical vulnerability:
construction at Sampore in Trinco. | the fragility of behavioural gains.

‘The iron is hot for the Trinco Ener-
gy hub tobe finally executed.

Traditionally, Sri Lankan leaders
used to say: “We look to India for
our security and China for eco-
nomic growth". After the 2022 eco-
nomic meltdown and debt crisis,
the tables have been tumed. espe-
dally after India provided the $4
hillion financial lifeline.

Still, the Trinco Energy Hub is
breaking news. Colombo's Daily
Mirror, a premier newspaper,
described it as follows on Apnl 22;
“Itis nolonger a matter of strategic
vision but how urgently it can be
executed”. What a long way the
Trinco story has travelled.

DOWN

2 Undeserved
misfortune (44)

3 Blumey(4.4)

4 Highly ornamented (6}

5 US Lone Star state (3)

6 Weighty (5)

T

1

1

I

Muke fun of (3)
4 Anunexpected benefit (8)
15 Take unawares (8)
Of the same opinion (6)
Roam in search of prey (5)
21 Sharply divergent

course (S)
22 Loud yell of jubilation (5)

Across: | Addis Ababa. 6 ltch. 10 Motto, 11 Misgiving, 12 Distaste,
13 Totem, 15 Pleased, 17 Heathen, 19 Interim, 21 Intense, 22 Haunt,
24 Distrust, 27 Insinuate, 28 Alone, 29 Site, 30 Ready money.

Down: 1 Acme, 2 Detriment,
Tuint, 8 High-minded, 9 Distract, 14 Split hairs, 16 Scrutiny, 18
. 20 Mediate, 21 Instead, 23 Upset. 25 Rearm, 26 Bevy.

3 Short, 4 Bemused, 5 Beszech, 7

Over the past decade, India has
made remarkable progress in
expanding access to clean cook-
ing fuels through large-scale ini-
tiatives. Once households revert
to traditional fuels, they may
not easily transition back, risk-
ing along-term setback in clean
cooking adoption.

This crisis, therefore, must be
seen as a wake-up call, an opportu-
nity to rethink and strengthen
India's clean cooking ecosystem.

One promising alternative that
has gained attention is ethanol.
Produced domestically from agri-
cultural feedstock, ethanol offers
several advantages: it reduces

resilience in its cooking energy
systems. First, diversifying LPG
import sources and strengthening
strategic reserves can help miti-
gate supply disruptions. Second,
enhancing domestic production
capacity and improving supply
chain efficiency are critical to
ensuring consistent availability.
Third, targeted subsidies and
finandal support must be main-
tained to protect vulnerable house-
holds from price shocks.
Equallyimportant is accelerating
the transition to alternative clean
cooking solutions. Public aware-
ness campaigns should reinforce
the health and environmental ben-
efits of clean cooking, discourag-
ing a return to biomass even dur

ing periods of crisis.

The LPG shortage is not merely a
Y - logistical challenge; it is a stress
Ethanol can . test for India'senergy security and
mmplvmcnl Indias P}‘i;g? hhe;a:lm _ :gn;mtmenl';a It

‘ . - ts the risl Ver-rellanc
dean cookingmix,butit 2" s gle Toaten] fhe trgertneet
annot replace LPG ﬂg ‘;“'E_'S'ﬁt;ﬂw‘;:“ Indin {ﬂﬂs to
" < al easively, £ current risis
atscalewithout careful g mark a dangerous step back-

planningand trade-offs.

ward in the country’s journey
toward dean air, healthier lives,
and sustainable energy for all.
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WB lesson: In future, EC
can't keep real voters out

he voting in the second phase of election to the West Bengal Assembly

'on Wednesday will mark itself as one of the darkest moments in

India’s electoral history as it keeps out a large number of people from

the process for no fault of theirs. The episode becomes all the more
unpax donable as it happened on the watch of the Supreme Court of India and

tion Commission of ia, institutions created to protect the consti-
tut.lona.l fundamental and democratic rights of the people.

The electoral roll for West Bengal had 7.66 crore names before the EC went
into the speclal intensive revision (SIR) in November last year. The process
has legitimacy in that it seeks to clean up the voter lists, the fundamental doc-
ument for the conduct of elections, by ensuring that the names of all and only
eligible voters appear in it. The EC published the first draft roll on. December
16 with 7.08 crore voters; the final roll published on February 28 year had
6.44 crore names. The final list left out about 60 lakh people for “logical dis-
crepancies”. This number was brought down to 27.10 lakh after the mam-
moth work done by the EC with active help of the Supreme Court that draft-
ed in the officers of the subordinate judiciary in West Bengal and neighbour-
ing states to do some of it. The appellate tribunals have until now cleared less
than 2,000 of the more than 27 lakh appeals pending before it for inclusion in

the voters’ list.
The electoral roll for  In short, more than 27 lakh people who make up
West Bengal had

about four per cent of the total electorate in the
crore names State will have no right to vote in this election for
k 1"86 th E(’:‘a ent the Election Commission failed to complete a task
_re e W it had taken upon itself. The EC is the constitu-
into the special tionally mandated body to conduct elections to
intensive revision in bolgl Houses obe]’Jarham:a}?t as well ?s the i‘ttal{e leu%_
Novem year, islative assemblies on the principle of adult s
h-rehrelzs:al roll frage. It has been vested with extensive powers to
ensure the sanctity of the process, which also
published on  includes the preparation of the electoral rolls.
February 28 had 6.44  The Election Commission has failed itself, the
crore names, People of West Bengal, the Constitution and the
very idea of electoral democracy by not ensuring
thatevery single eligible voter was part of the democratic process to elect the
government in the state. Those at the helm of the EC have forfeited their
right to continue in office when lakhs of citizens were made to watch help-
lessly asa govemment is being formed in their state with no mandate from
them. A s swing in the vote percentage can be decisive in an Indian elec-
tmn and four per cent is an unacceptably high figure.

In a larger sense, the Constitution is an article of faith between the State
and the citizen about some of the solemn rights the latter would enjoy. They
may be fundamental rights or constitutional ughs but they are inviolable.
The Supreme Court of India is mandated to step in if and when the State uses
its might to trample on those rights, be they belong even to a single person.
Unfortunately, the apex court has also failed to discharge its duties by being
silent when large numbers of people were kept out of the democratic process.

The Indian people and Parliament will have to look into these very serious
lapses on the part of the constitutional bodies in upsetting the foundational
principles of country sooner or later. The earlier they do it, the better for
Indian democracy.

Trump must tone down rhetoric

nexcusable as it is, political violence has no place in a democracy. But,

in these fractious times in which the US presidency has sprouted more

dramatic moments all of Shakespeare’s plays on the nobility com-
bined, it was always on the cards that someone would be ideologically
motivated to take a shot at the US President Donald Trump.

It is, however, the conspiracy theorists who feed more readily off such
events as failed assassinations that have come to be associated with one of
the most protected men on the planet. As if to stress the point, “staged”
became a trending topic soon after Cole Thomas Allen failed in charging
the final security gate to the ballroom of the Washington Hilton.

Making ‘false flag’ accusations being common enough, a former CIA offi-
cer pointed out that the secret service first secured vice-president J.D.
Vance even as Melania Trump dived for cover and the President himself
was said to be looking around at the chaos post the gunshots fired.

It demeans American political culture to go to such extremes as to sug-
gest anyone would play with their lives and those of the people closest to
them in ly and government in order to make an impact, win an elec-
tion or gain public sympathy though Thomas Matthew Crooks’ sniper
attempt at Mr Trump w] missed by a centimetre helped him seal
presidential run in November 2024. And yet it cannot be ignored that, how-
ever depraved Mr. Trump may seem to his opponents, he hardly deserved

bs thrown at him or his family.

The late-night talk show host Jimmy Kimmel may have crossed many red
lines in his continuous diatribes against Mr Trump but, even by his stan-
dards, his gallows humour of calling Melania Trump an “expectant widow”
‘was too far out to be called civilised. No wonder then that the US President
is calling for his sacl by the network that hosts his show.

Hate may have no limits, but it is the least expectation of people in public
life or its fringes that they must be ci no matter the provocation. The
problem is that Mr Trump does not believe any rules of engagement bind
him to civilised discourse. After all, he is on record with explenves while
raving at Iran and threatening to obliterate a whole civilisation. It is worth
noting now that p himself is calling for a cooling of rhetoric and
unity after the shooting incident.
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It doesn’t seem the

AAP-BJP duel: Chadha no

windfall, and the AAP

knight in shining armour

Parsa

| Venkateshwar

Rao J

r

'ice-President
C.P. dha-
krishnan, Ra-
iva Sabha
Chairman,
has given the legal stamp
to the Raghav Chadha-
led split in the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in
the Upper House when
he accepted the merger
of the seven-member
group into the BJP. It
does not mean that the
legal questions that arise
in this connection are
over. Of the seven, six
MPs are from Punjab,
and their terms end in
2028. It is the AAP’s over-
whelming majority in
the Punjab Assembly
that has put these six
members in the Rajya
Sabha. The members of
the Upper House are
elected by the members
of the Assembly. It is the
92 AAP members of the
Punjab Assembly who
had elected the six AAP
Rajya Sabha members.
e seventh, Swati
Maliwal, got elected
from the Delhi
Legislative Assembly.
The courts may have to
consider the issue if it
comes before them
whether the Rajya Sabha
members who are elect-
ed by fellow party mem-
bers of the Assembly can
break free from the party
as easily as members of
the Lok Sabha where the
voters are not members
of a party. The argument
will be made that mem-
bers of the State
Assembly vote in the
election for Rajya Sabha
members as members of
the Assembly and not as
members of the party.
Except for Ms Maliwal,
whose term ends in 2030,
the terms of other six
will end in 2028, which
also marks the end of the
term of the Punjab
Assembly. Even if the
six had remained with
the AAP, they may not
have been re-elected
because it is unlikely
that the AAP will retain

the 92 seats that it has in
the outgoing Assembly.
The BJP, of course, can-
not hope to ever manage
the kind of victory that
the AAP had pulled off in
Punjab. It might seem
that the BJP has started
to dream that if AAP
could do it in Punjab,
perhaps it is not beyond
the BJP's scope as well.
But the BJP is a marked
party, of the urban
Hindus in the state. It
cannot ever win over the
Sikh-Jat farmers in the
state, much less the
Dalits spread across the
Deras.

The Congress has its
base among the Sikh-Jat
farmers as well. This
constituency is not the
sole monopoly of the
Akali Dal. The BJP has
not been able to break
out of its self-circum-
scribed Hindu base.

The window of oppor-
tunity for these six is,
therefore, two years.
Two years is of course a
long time in politics. The
question, which is neces-
sarily speculative, is
whether the BJP will
accept them as its own
because the list of BJP
faithful is long enough.
Yes, the BJP does accom-
modate “outsiders”
depending on their clout
on other grounds, which
includes their financial
and social status. In the
long term, the seven
have risked their politi-
cal careers, and they
seem to believe the risk
is worth it. The Chadha-
led defection in the
Rajya Sabha is not just
an accident. There is a
bigger plan behind the
small move. Mr Chadha
might want to emerge as
the face of the Punjab

JP, but it is a reason-
ably unrealistic proposi-
tion right now.

Mr Chadha has indeed
emerged as the leader of
the six. Ms Maliwal had
already made up her
mind about the BJP after
her bitter fallout with

defection of seven
Rajya Sabha
members will
break the AAP, or
even weaken it.
Mr Kejriwal will
fight back with a
doggedness that
can frustrate BJP
leaders.

AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal. Mr Chadha, by
leading the six Rajya
Sabha members, has
shown that he can be
useful to the BJP in hol-
lowing out the AAP
further.

‘Through intimidations
and inducements, the
BJP may be dreaming of
gettmg a large number of

the 92 AAP legislators in
Punjab, and Chadha
could be the man who
would facilitate the
large-scale defection. Mr
Kejriwal and his AAP
lieutenants are going to
throw something like a

“cordon sanitaire”
around the AAP legisla-
tors. Mr Kejriwal, for all
his faults as an obses-
sively focused leader, is
far ahead in the political
race, and Mr Chadha
might find himself out-
paced and outflanked.

The BJP would like to
keep itself in the wings.
The plan that brought
Eknath Shinde out of the
Shiv Sena led by Uddhav
Thackeray and how in
the end he was margin-
alised is the kind of plan
that the BJP would like
to execute in Punjab.

hinde, Mr
Chadha is not a grass-
roots man, and he may
find it difficult to go
through the process
which will split the AAP
in Punjab. It is possible
that the BJP would not
even attempt to topple
the Bhagwant Singh
Mann government if it
senses that the situation
does not favour it much.
The BJP will then have
to content itself with the
additional seven Rajya
Sabha members. The
AAP government in
Punjab was the most
unexpected turn. Arvind
Kejriwal had displayed
enough leadership skills
to take advantage of the

government has lasted
the term. Elections are
due next February.

The BJP-led Centre's
onslaught on the AAP
through the liquor scam
cases against Mr
Kejriwal and two top col-
leagues, former deputy
chief minister Manish
Sisodia and former Delhi
Cabinet minister
Satyendra Jain, who
were jailed for inordi-
nately long periods, did
not break the party. It
had, however, lost the
Delhi Assembly elec-
tions to the BJP in
February last year.
Delhi and Punjab are the
two places where the
AAP has put down roots,
as it were, more so_in
Delhi than in Punjab. Mr
Kejriwal now faces the
challenge of defending
the AAP terrain in
Punjab and in Delhi.

It doesn’t seem the
defection of seven Rajya
Sabha members will
break the AAP, or even
weaken it. Mr Kejriwal
will fight back with a
doggedness that can
frustrate BJP leaders.
The AAP and BJP will
fight each other till the
bitter end as in many
ways they share the
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DON'T MALIGN JU

Funded and nurtured by the

mitment to
uppcrr of.

hc mindset, intolerant of
ceful agitation and dissent

Sujit De
Kolkata

CREDIBLE NO MORE

THE IDEA of elections as a democratic
festival appears increasingly distant
when contrasted with earlier practices.
In Phulpur, Prabhudutt Brahmachari
campaigned in silence, relying on writ-

same orienta-
tion of nationalism and
cultural rootedness.

Both parties don’t think
of politics in terms of
policies and pro-
grammes. For them it
goes deeper: it's a matter
of personal identity.
Politics, for them, is not
mere civic engagement,
where elections are won
and lost. Mr Kejriwal
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi fight the
political duel with a
sense of commitment,
which verges on the
moral. For them, politics
is holy war. The fight
between the two turns
into sibling rivalry. The
AAP enjoys the endorse-
ment of the RSS. That
makes the BJP’s fight
against the AAP so much
more difficult. Raghav
Chandha zs _not the
knig

ten ication and symbolic pres-
ence. In the same constituency, Nehru,
despite being a national campaigner,
scarcely canvassed for himself. Such
restraint reflected a politics grounded
in credibility rather than visibility.
Today’s elections, driven by relentless
spectacle, mark a shift from participa-
tory ethos to power-centric contesta-
tion, raising concerns about the ero-
sion of democratic culture.

Pawaria
Rohtak

A TRUE SCANDAL

AAS ONE OF INDIA'S most reputed IT com-
panies, Tata Consultancy Services has long
been regarded as a symbol of professional-
ism, integrity and ethical business prac-
tices. However, the allegations emergmg
from its Nashik operations have raised seri-
ous guestions about corporate governance
and accountability. Such incidents not only
tarnish the image of a globally respected
organisation but also risk eroding publ.lc
frust in tbe bmader corporate sector. It is

mour in the battle. 'l'hat
honour goes to
Kejriwal.

The writer is a Delhi-
based commentator
and analyst

and transparent
mveshgatmn is conrlucled Swift and deci-
sive action must be taken against those
found guilty, while also ensuring that inno-
cent employees are not adversely affected
or unfairly targeted in the process.

Jubel D’Cruz

Mumbai

Bhopinder
Singh

Amid tussle with

America’s first
Pope, Trump lays
claim to divinity!

hristianity is the largest religion in the

world, and within that, Roman Catholics

are the largest single denomination, at

over 14 billion globally. An estimated 23

per cent of the population of the Umbed
States is Catholic (7075 million). Spiritually, the
Pope is the highest authority for Catholics who is
beheved to be the direct successor of Saint Peter, the
fivst leader of the Church appointed by Jesus Christ.
The Pope is revered as the supreme earthly authori-
ty on all matters of faith and morals under specific
conditions (such as papal infallibility).

Naturally, this leads the Pope to engage on a multi-
tude of lssues ineluding polmcal, though from a
smctly moral and religious perspective, and not

from a partisan angularity. This lens of Catholic
morality can often pitch the papal perspective on
either side of the political fence, depending on the
issue itself — such as opposition to abortion aligns
with the right-wing persuasions, whereas concerns
on the environment and climate issues aligns it to
the left-wing persuasions, Therefore, it is very usual
for the Pope on comment on global issues of moral
concern like poverty, migration, refugees, social
inequities, human rights, or even war and peace. But
the overarching rationale for the Pope to comment
on such issues has always been rooted in
Catholic spirituality and not on electoral
considerations.

Practising pollnmans across the world realise the

—+ o o

value of religious identity to “connect” and beseech
votes in the name of religion. Catholicism is no dif-
ferent, and from Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines,
Andma] Duda in Poland, Lula da Silva in Brazil, to
John F. Kennedy and Joe Biden (the only two
Cathohc us Presldents) have signalled Catholic val-
ues to appeal to the electorate. However, the Catholic
hurch has not endc any candidate or party,
centrally or institutionally.

e many other Americans, US President’s
Donald Trump is also a WASP (Wh1 Anglchaxon
Protestant), who was baptized and raised in the
Presbyterian Church. Po].ltlcallv astute, President
Trump has defined his identity as a “non-denomina-
tional” Christian and therefore seeks to cut across
the intrafaith divide. Mr Trump has framed his
political positions in such a way that it appeals to
conservative Catholic values when it comes to gen-
der policy, religious institution rights, court appoint-
ment of conservative judges, and, most sharply, on
abortion. His hard positions ensured that he even
pipped a Catholic Joe Biden in the 2020 presmennal
elections, with cent oy

became the first American ponnﬁta be elected by the
College of the Cardinals in 2025, President Trump
declared it was “such an honow” and a “great hon-
our for the United States”. However, the amoral and
rather fickle Mr Trump has had a consistent history
of abrupt breakups with former friends and allies,
especially if they take a principled position that is
contrary to that of Mr Trump. From like Nato
(or even India sometimes), to former aides like Mike
Pence, John Bolton, Rex Tillerson, James Mattis, etc,
anyone can be thrown “under the bus” if they dis-
agree with Mr .
The latest to join the bandwagon is Pope Leo X1V,
who had earliér commented that there was a “delu-
sion of omnipotence” fuelling the US-Israel war with
Iran. This elicited a stinging reaction direct from Mr
'Pru.mp, who insisted that he was “not a fan of Pope
Leo”, and that he thougm that the Pontiff was “not
dnmg a good job”. Mr Trump's petty and thin-
ed railing on social media continued with
“Pope Leo is WEAK on Crime, and terrible for
Foreign Policy”. It was incredulously followed by a
back picture of himself as a Jesuslike figure

verall
Catholic votes, with 5560 per cent of White Catholics
preferring Mr Trump. Though Mr Trump | ﬁnally Tost
the 2020 elecmns h:s suwessﬁﬂ mmpalgn 4124
saw th 1l Cath
cem. mth White: Cathnhcs soaring even hlgher to w

WhenPopeLeo XIV (born, Robert Francis Prevost)

curing a man! Basically, Mr Trump has not just rub-
bished the Pope, but also took on himself the portents
and imagery of even-higher divinity and | authority!
Now the proverbial chickens are coming home to
roost, as many die-hard supporters of Mr Trump’s
theatrics, bravado, and hate-mongering wake up to
the reality that in Mr Trump's world of “othering”,

+

1o one is spared, not even the presumptive “own”. It
is a wakeup call for the likes of Ifaly’s far-right
Prime Minister, Gmrg:a Meloni, who had been a
staunch supporter of p-style politics, till now.
Her deputy prime minister has welghed in with: “If
anyone is working hard on the issue of peace and

conflict resolution, it's Pope Leo. Attacking the Pope,
a symbol of peace and a spiritual guide for billions of
Catholics, doesn't seem like a useful or intelligent
thing to do.”

But as the cuzrencyofmanufactu:edha!e is so
poweﬁuL the reality that no one is spared the ambi-

tion of a unhinged authoritarian like Mr Trump is
often forgotten, till the fire reaches the doorsteps of
those cheering the inferno. Many former aides,
friends, and allies of Mr Trump are now struggling to
explain the deterioration in thev.r relations with the
President. Within America, the writing is on the wall
as Mr Trump suffers the highest disapproval ratings
and the frend is worsening with the unending Iran
war. Pope Leo has contextualised the fake religiosity
of politicians like Donald Trump by referencing an
Old Testament passage from Isaiah: “Even though
you make many prayers, 1 will not listen — your
‘hands are full of blood”. Hence, religion outlives the
politics of convenience.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general and a

former lientenant-governor of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and Puducherry
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uick Crude surge drags mkts,
PSU banks lead losses

Costlier crude oil begins to dent demand outlook across sectors

INDICATORS

Sensex 76,886.91 -0.54
Nifty 50 2399570 -0.40
S&P 500 714341 043
Dollar (%) 9455 037
Pound Sterling () 12755 -0.05
Euro %) 11055 -0.02
Gold (10gm)* (%) 14,135v2586 -1.70
Brent crude (8/bbl)* m21 275
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.980 053
US 10-Yr Tbill yield" 4368 0.032

* As of 8:30 PM IST

ideaForge inks
pact with Japan’s
Al company

Drone tech firm ideaForge
Technology has inked a pact
with Japanese Ai-tech compa-
ny Digital Media Professionals
(DMP) to develop next-genera-
tion Al drones. It helps ideaFo-
rge gain access to Japanese
market, it said. The partnership
is focused ideaForge will pro-
vide the Dil integration to its
unmanned aerial vehicle plat-
forms and DMP will be market
partner for ideaForge’s drone
solutions portfolio in Japan.

Brigade acquires
5.72 acre in Hyd
via auction

Brigade Enterprises has acqui-
red 5.72 acre in Hyderabad
through auction for about ¥250
crore to build housing project.
The purchase at Osman Nagar
was at a price of T44 crore per
acre, excluding registration
costs. Amar Mysore, executive
director, Brigade Enterprises
said, “Hyderabad emerged as
one of the most dynamic real
estate markets in the country
and this land parcel is a strate-
gic fit.”

Bondada posts
profit after tax
of 363 crin Q4

Bondada Engineering said its
Q4 profit after tax stood at 363
crore, compared to ¥56 crore in
the same quarter last year, reg-
istering a 13 per cent growth. It
reported revenue of 3914 crore,
as against 714 crore previous
year, a 28 per cent year-on-
year growth. “The financial
performance for FY26 reflects
strong order book conversion,
and financial management,”
said Dr. Bondada Raghavendra
Rao, company CMD.

Bagmane Prime
public offer to
open on May 5

Blackstone-backed Bagmane
Prime Office REIT is poised to
hit the capital markets with its
33,405 crore initial public
offering (IPO), scheduled to
open on May 5 and conclude
on May 7. The anchor investor
bidding is scheduled for May 4.
The proposed IPO comprises a
fresh issue of units aggregating
up to 32,390 crore and an
offer-for-sale (OFS) of units
worth up to 1,015 crore by
selling unitholder.

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

Surging crude oil futures
above $110 per barrel
weighed on market senti-
ment on Monday, drag-
ging both equities and the
rupee lower.

The Sensex fell 416.72
points, or 0.54 per cent, to
close at 76,886.91, led by
sharp declines in bank-
ing, auto and IT stocks.
However, oil & gas and
capital goods stocks
bucked the trend and
posted gains.

The Nifty 50 slipped
below the 24,000 mark to
end at 23,995.70, down 97
points, or 040 per cent.
Broader markets showed
relative resilience, with
the BSE mid-cap index
down just 0.07 per cent
and the small-cap index
closing marginally higher
by 0.03 per cent.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors were net sellers of
equities worth 2,103.74
crore, while domestic
institutional  investors
provided support, buying
shares worth 21,712 crore.

Shipping disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz, cou-
pled with Iran's condi-
tions for reopening the
channel, kept oil markets
volatile. Brent crude for
June delivery traded
between $107.82 and
$112.70 per barrel, impact-
ing oil-sensitive sectors
such as auto and aviation.

“Domestic manufactur-
ing has begun to bear the
brunt of costlier and
tighter supplies of petro-
leum pxoduc(s and natu-
ral gas,” said Crisil.

ter a morning rally,
the market faced r
ance near the 50-day sim-
ple moving average at
24,200/77,500 and correct-
ed sharply. From the day’s
high, the market shed
over 200/700 points,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, head,
equity research, Kotak
Securities.

PSU banks were the
worst hit, Nifty PSU Bank
index declining 2.15 per
cent. The RBI on Monday
declined pleas for more
time to transition to the
expected credit loss-
based provisioning. New
system will be implement-
ed from April next year.

VOLATILE PHASE [y

o NIFTY-50 falls to
23,995.7, down
97 pts.

o FPIs sell equities worth
%2,103.74 cr while Dlls
buy equities worth
1,712 cr.

o Brent oil futures for
June delivery traded in
range of $107.82 per
barrel to $112.70 per
barrel.

o Higher energy prices
begin to impact
industrial output.

@ PSU Banks correct

with Nifty PSU Bank
index falling
NS 2.15%.

e

- RUPEE
_/ decline
driven by
dollar gains,
elevated
crude oil
prices.

e Aramco's LPG
exports halted,
sending prices
higher and buyers
scrambling for
replacement supply.
UAE to deploy new
production capacity
has brought it into
conflict with
regional rival Saudi
Arabia at OPEC
meetings.

~a

DOMESTIC
manufacturing has
begun to bear the
brunt of costlier and
tighter supplies of
petroleum prod-
v ucts and nat-
 { ural gas.
J — CRISIL
. RATINGS

Rupee slides to
94.56 vs dollar

MUMBAI, APRIL 28

The Indian spot rupee extended its
recent losses, ending 53 paise lower at
94.68 against the US dollar. The decline
was primarily driven by global dollar
strength and elevated crude oil prices,
which weighed on sentiment.

Traders noted additional pressures on
the rupee, including month-end dollar
demand. SBI was reportedly buying dol-
lars at lower levels and selling near 94.5.
There was also possible front-running
related to Sun Pharma’s $11.75 billion
overseas acql.usmon which added to the

currency’s weakness.

“The rupee, along with its Asian peers,
continues to face downward pressure as
rising erude oil prices and risk-averse
sentiment dominate the market,”
Dilip Parmar, research analyst at HDFC

Securities.

said result,

AIRLINES ON VERGE
OF STOPPING OPS ON
FUEL COSTS, SAYS FIA

New Delhi, April 28:
Aviation stocks declined
on Tuesday amid surging
oil prices due to the West
Asia turmoil, with Air
India, IndiGo and
SpiceJet telling the gov-
ernment that the coun-
try's airline industry is
under extreme stress and
on the verge of “stopping
operations”.

Shares of SpiceJet
tanked 4.96 per cent to set-
tle at 14 on the BSE.
InterGlobe Aviation's
stock declined 2.59 per
cent to 74,445.1.

Air India, IndiGo and
SpiceJet sought revision
in ATF pricing and finan-
cial support. The West
Asia turmoil has pushed
up oil prices, and airspace
restrictions have increa-
sed airlines’ operating
costs.

Federation of Indian
Airlines has written to
the civil aviation min-
istry, seeking same fuel
pricing mechanism uni-
formly across domestic
and international opera-
tions. PTI

Aramco suspends
LPG shipments

Dhahran, April 28: Saudi Aramco is set
to suspend liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) shipments through May after
damage to its main export facility in
late February disrupted supplies, said
people familiar with the matter.

The state-owned producer recently
informed buyers that shipments from
its Juaymah LPG facility would remain
suspended next month. The sources
declined to be identified as the infor-
mation is not public. Aramco declined
to comment.

Exports from the Juaymah facility
have been halted since a support struc-
ture collapsed, pushing prices higher
and foreing buyers to seek alternative
supplies. Aramco has told some buyers
that repair work at Juaymah has yet to
be completed, the sources said. As a
sh_lpmems are unlikely to
resume in May even if the Strait of
Hormuz reopens.
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ITP growth slips to 5-mth low of 4.1%

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

India’s industrial produc-
tion growth slowed to a
five-month low of 4.1 per
cent in March, weighed
down by weak perform-
ance in manufacturing
and electricity output
amid the West Asia crisis.
February saw 5.2 per cent

growth, National Statis-
tics Office (NSO) said.
Factory output, meas-
ured by the Index of
Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP), expanded
by 3.9 per cent in
March. It indicates
higher input costs
and supply chain dis-
ruptions are beginning
to impact production mar-

Inflationary trend may hit
credit dermand: Shriram Fin

hriram Finance

reported a 41 per cent

rise in consolidated
net profit to 3,020.9 cr in
the fourth quarter of
FY26, sustaining steady
growth and profitability.
MD and CEQO Parag
Sharma told Falaknaaz

that a potential fuel
price increase and lower
rainfall could impact the
rural economy and slow
credit demand.

Excerpts:
@ Credit growth guidance
Initially, we estimated

credit growth of 18 per
cent in the coming quar-
ters. However, given the
possibility of a fuel price
hike due to the West Asia
conflict, the resulting
inflationary trend, and
the risk of lower rainfall,
we believe growth of
around 15-18 per cent is
still achievable. Deposit
growth, currently at 14-15
per cent, may moderate
to 11-12 per cent. We
expect to maintain a net
interest margin of 8.5-8.6
per cent.

Q Asset

We are monitoring fuel
price increases and the
1mpact of rainfall on the
y. These may

T

o]

Parag Sharma

affect demand and lead to
relatively slower growth.
However, we do not expect
any significant impact on
asset quality.

@ Cash deplo;

We disburse close to
%50,000 cr in a quarter, and
we have received 40,000
cr in equity. We expect
this capital to be largely
utilised over the next four
to five months. The funds
will be used for growth
and to retire some debt.

Q@ Interest rates

If inflation remains a con-
cern, repo rate hikes by
the RBlare possible.
Currently, our cost of lia-
bilities stands at around
8.59 per cent.

@ New products

We are not introducing
new products but are
increasing our focus on
financing new commer-
cial vehicles.

gins and demand.
Manufacturing output
growth remained subdued
at 4.3 per cent in
March, compared
with four per cent
in the year-ago
month. Power gen-
eration rose 0.8 per
cent, sharply lower
than the 7.5 per cent
expansion seen a year ear-

lier. Mining output growth
improved to 5.5 per cent
from 1.2 per cent a year
ago.

The non-core segment of
industrial output rose by a
robust 7.8 per cent, shrug-
ging off the anticipated
adverse impact of the
West Asia crisis, said
Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist, lera.

pgl 7 |

El Nino, high crude may

drag gro

CHENNAI APRIL 28

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth could
slip to 5.8 per cent this
year, while CPI inflation
may rise to 4.8 per cent if
crude oil prices hover
around $105 per barrel
amid the West Asia crisis.
The threat of El Nino and
a below-normal monsoon
could further weigh on
growth and stoke infla-
tion.

The government may
also need to spend an addi-
tional 230,000-35,000 crore
on fertiliser subsidies to
support the farm sector,
said Aditi Nayar, chief
economist at Icra.

Icra has already lowered
its FY27 GDP growth fore-
cast to 6.5 per cent and
raised its inflation projec-
tion to 4.5 per cent, assum-
ing crude prices average
$85 per barrel and retail
fuel prices remain
unchanged.

If crude rise to around
$105 per barrel, growth
could slow further to 5.8
per cent, with inflation
climbing to 4.8 per cent.

dia’s southwest mon-
soon is likely to be below
normal this year, with the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) pro-
jecting rainfall at 92 per
cent of the long period
average (LPA).

Historically, El Nino has
led to rainfall deficits of
one per cent to 22 per cent

USE TRADE DEALS
T0 BOOST EXPORTS,
JOBS, SAYS GOYAL

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

Commerce minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Tuesday
urged exporters and
industry bodies to lever-
age India’s trade pacts to
expand market access,
boost exports and create
employment.

Meanwhile, industry
representatlves who met
the minister raised con-
cerns over compliance
costs, testing require-
ments and challenges
faced by MSMEs.

Sectors such as engi-
neering goods, electron-
ics, pharma, chemicals,
gems and jewellery, and
agri-based products have
sustained export momen-
tum despite disruptions.

he minister assured
facilitation and targeted
interventions to reduce
entry  barriers and
improve EoDB.

OpenAl falls short on sales, user growth targets

San Francisco, April 28:
OpenAl recently failed to
meet its own goals for new
user acquisition and sales,
fueling internal concerns
that company may strug-
gle to support its spending
on Al infrastructure, acco-
rding to a news report.
The company fell short
of several monthly sales
targets in 2026 after rival
Anthropic gained ground
in coding and enterprise
markets, the report said.
Its ChatGPT chatbot also

didn't hit the company's
target of one billion week-
ly active users by the end
of 2025, it said.

Chief financial officer
Sarah Friar, in conversa-
tions with other company
leaders, has expressed
concerns that if OpenAl
doesn’t increase sales fast
enough, it may not be able
to afford its future com-
puting needs, it said.

There are growing wor-
ries among investors that
artificial intelligence (AI)

developers and big tech
firms are spending too
much on data centers and
chips for Al, with an
uncertain payoff.

OpenAl alone has previ-
ously said it's committed
to spend more than $1.4
trillion on artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure.

finance those bets,
OpenAl and Anth-ropic
have increasingly tapped
an overlapping group of
venture funds and tech
companies. — Bloomberg

eThreat of El Nino, below-
normal monsoon can
further weigh on growth
and stoke inflation.

e If crude rise to $105 per
barrel, growth can slow
further to 5.8%, with
inflation cllmbmg to

.8%.

o Fertiliser availability
remains adequate for
now, but supply
disruptions could
emerge if crisis
persists.

and corresponding decl-
ines in kharif output of
up to 23 per cent over the
past two decades.

In about half of these
instances, even the rabi
crop failed to offset losses,
resulting in an overall
contraction in agricultur-
al output.

However, higher reser-
voir levels compared to
last year and historical
averages may offer some
cushion, particularly if
early monsoon rainfall is
weak. Adequate rainfall
in August is essential for
crop developmant while
excessive rain in
September can be counter-
productive. Farmers may
also adap( by shJ.m.ng to
less water-i crops.

wth pace to 5.8%

AUTIOUS OUTLOOK (RN ITIE RN

dampen rural demand,
affecting sectors such
as automobiles,
tractors, construction,
cement, steel and

\

crisis adds another layer
of uncertainty Fertiliser
availability remains ade-
quate for now, but supply
disrup!ious could emerge
if the crisis persists, espe-
cially as imports typicaily
pick up ahead of the
kharif sowing season.

A weak monsoon could
dampen rural demand,
affecting sectors such as

automobiles,  tractors,
construction, cement,
steel and FMCG.

Power, air conditioners,
refrigerators and bever-
ages may benefit from
higher temperatures.

he government has

taken initial steps to con-

tain inflation by moderat-

ing excise duties on fuel,
di an i i

The unfolding West Asia

rise in pump prices.

India, China trade
gap hits $112 bn

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, APRIL 28

India’s imports from
China touched $131.6 bn
in FY26, with about 66 per
cent, valued at $82.6 bn,
concentrated in four sec-
tors: electronics, machin-
ery, computers and
ory gm.uc chemicals.

China accounts for
43 per cent of
India’s electronics
imports, 40 per cent
of machinery and
computer imports, and
44 per cent of organic
chemicals. These are criti-
cal inputs that feed direct-
ly into India’s manufac-
turing ecosystem, said
Glo-bal Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

Indian industry relies
heavily on China for elec-
tronic components, EV
batteries, solar mod
APIs and specialty chemi-
cals. These are difficult to
replace at scale. “Depend-
ence on a single supplier
for critical inputs leaves

pharma, electronics and
clean energy vulnerable
to disruptions, whether
geopu].mcal or commer-
At the same time,
Indlas exports to China
remain limited, making
the relationship one-
sided,” Ajay Srivastava,
GTRI founder, said.
India needs to
build do-mestic
capacity in key sec-
tors and diversify
supply chains.
Limiting depend-
ence on any single
country to below 30 per
cent of imports in critical
sectors is key, GTRI said.
dia’s exports to China
stay below FY2021 levels
at $19.5 bn, while imp-orts
have more than doubled to
$131.6 bn. Trade deficit
grew 155 per cent to $112
bn over five years. About
98.5 per cent of imports
from China are industrial
goods, with electronies,
machinery, computers
and organic chemicals
accounting for $82.6 bn.

Maruti sells 24.2 L cars in FY26,
posts Z14,679-cr annual profit

New Delhi, April 28:
Maruti  Suzuki India
(MSI) on Tuesday said its
total vehicle sales in FY26
were at a record 24.22 lakh
units against 22.34 lakh
units in FY25.

The automaker
also reported con-
solidated net profit
grew 1.24 per cent
10 ¥14,679.5 crore for
fiscal year 2025-26
against 14,500.2 crore in
previous fiscal.

‘Total revenue from oper-
ations in FY26 was
21,83,316 crore compared
to %1,52,913 crore in FY25,

o)

it added.

Domestic sales in FY26
stood at 19.74 lakh units
compared to 19.01 lakh
units in FY25, while expo-
rts were at 447 lakh units
against 3.32 lakh units

a year ago, it added.

Maruti Suzuki has
earmarked a capex
of 214,000 crore for

FY27, as it gears up
to add capacity to

meet rising demand, hav-
ing re-ached 100 per cent
capacity utilisation at its
existing facilities, MSI
chairman R. C. Bhargava
said. —PTI

[DIGITAL | ASSIST| Company trains artificial intelligence model on large databases of proteins

Eli Lilly signs deal with AT start-up

Indianapolis, April 28: Eli
Lilly & Co. has signed a
deal with the AI start-up
Profluent worth up to $2.25
b].llwn to find new ways to

A, the company's
lalest bet that artificial
intelligence (Al can trans-
form drugmaking.

Under the collaboration,
announced Tuesday, Lilly
will have the exclusive
rights to new medicines
that Profluent develops
and will pay up to $2.25 bil-
lion if the drugs hit cer-
tain milestones.

Typically, it takes about a
decade and costs over $1

billion to develop a new
drug. About 90 per cent of
candidates fail before mak-
ing it to the finish line.
The pharmaceuncal
industry is pouring
lions of dollars into the
idea that Al can make the
process of finding new
drugs faster, cheaper and
more successful. No Al-
designed drug has won US
approval, but many have
entered clinical trials.
Profluent, whose inve-
storsinclude Jeff Bezos,
says it can use Al to deslgn
more powerful versions of
Crispr, the Nobel Prize-

o Lilly will pay up to

$2.25 bn if drugs hit

certain milestones.

e Pharma industry pouring
billions of dollars into
idea that Al can make

¥ the process of finding

new drugs faster.

Y

o No Al-
designed
drug won
the US
approval,
but many
entered
clinical
trials.

winning gene editing tool.
The company wants to
treat diseases by inserting
large stretches of DNA
into a specific location.
Traditional approaches
to drug discovery can't do

+

that, said Profluent chief
executive Ali Madani.

hile current gene-edit-
ing tools typically fix small
errors in DNA, Profluent
aims to make drugs that
rewrite entire passages of

genetic instructions, open-
ing door to treating more
conditions.

“This has huge implica-
tions for genetic medi-
cines,” Madani said.

Profluent has trained its
‘Al model on large databas-
es of proteins.

Profluent’'s  scientists
prompt the Al model with
a disease to target, and the
technology designs a drug
that might treat it.

Lilly is working to build
a pipeline of future medi-
cines to power its next era.
Part of this is increasing
its bet on AL. — Bloomberg
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wehere you puet yostrself. not where other people

put you. For people neither fudge fairly nor weeigh justly.
Mustafa Sadeqg Al-Rafil

Your place

Egyptian poet

he EU is the “chief of

all cowards,” Amnesty

International declared in

a searing statement issued

last week. This condemna-

tion came the day before
the European bloe failed to sever ties with
Israel a1 a Foreign Affairs Councll meeting
in Luxembourg. There, despite months of
legal warmings, the EU once again priori
tized procedural safety over the urgency
of human life.

The efforts to press the EU to finally
take a moral position were led by a coall-
tion of Spain, Ireland and Slovenia, later
joined by Beigium, They argued that the
EllIsrae] Association Agreement — the
legal framewaork governing thelr trade
relationship — is predicated on “respect for
human rights™

Maintaining this agreement while the
extreme viokations in the Oceupted Terri-
tories continue renders the EUs founding
treaties meaningless

Such a decision, even if belated, would
have done immeasurable good. It would
have restored a measure of the EU'S

Germany has
repeatedly shielded
Israel at the
International Court
of Justice and other
global institutions

'S Tuesday, April 28, 2026

Opinio

rael’s European shield is crumbling

shattered credibility and enlivened the
discussion on international Jaw, More
importantly, it would have initisted a
series of concrete measures 1o hold lsrael
accountable and provided Palestinfan
with a tangible sense of hope.

None of that occurred, however,
thanks to the lobbying of Germany and

Haly, These nations acted as a diplo-
matic firewall, shiclding Istacl from
CONSCGUences

The German position remains consistent
with Berlin's hard-line defense of Isvael —a
stance that has persisted even throughout
the genocide in Gaza. The country that
should be the world's greatest advocate
against mass extermingtion has repeatedly
shiclded Israel at the International Court of
Justice and other global institutions.

Therefore, it was no surprise that
Germany's leadership dismissed the

proposal to suspend trade with Israel as

“imappropriate” Along with laly, it insisted

that the EU must remain in a “constructive

dialogue” with Tel Aviv — a phrase that has

become a euphemism for comyplicity.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjainin

RAMZY BAROUD

www arshnews com/ epinion

Netanyahu likely felt a great deal of relief
following the vote, The Isracli cconomy is
currently strugeling under the staggering
burden of its continued wars, with the
budget deficit ballooning as defense
spending skyrockets. The EU is Israel's
largest trading partner, with total trade in
goods worth more than €42 billion (S48
billion) in 2024

I'he association agreement provides a
vital economic lifeline through preferential
market access and high-tech integration.
s suspension would trigeer 4 devastating
Tinancial shock

Rut the fact that Germany and [taly
managed to sustain the treaty for now
does not negate the rupture thal is
already underway

This is not being led by governments
but by Exropean societies. 1t would not be
geration to suggest that Earopes
relationship with Tsrael is destined for
pivotal change. The historical divide
between Ismaels unconditional supporters,
like Germany, and more sympathetic
nations, like Ireland, is collapsing as the
political pendulum swings towand Palestine.

Al EXAEEN

The hiard-liner camp recetved its
mos! significant blow with the political
shiflt in Hungary. With the rise of Peter
Magvar, who vowed following his election
this month that Budapest would respect
the International Criminal Court warrant
for Netanyahu's arrest, Israel has lost its
most reliable “veto man” In Brassels
Viktor Orban,

This leaves Germany increasingly
isolated as the sole heavyweight protector
of the status quo.

The traditional explanation for Europe's
backing of Israel — historical guilt over
the Holocaust — no longer explains the

conduct of political elites. A more accurate
explanation lies in Europe's own legacy of
colonial violence and racial hierarchy
However, the real shift belongs to civil
society and the resilience of Palestinians
who have bypissed traditional media flters
to speak direetly to the world
Europe now knows that a genocide has
been committed. This paradigm shift
is unlikely to be reversed, regardless of
whether EU burcaucrats manage to defay
the inevitable.

Se
Huge unfunded
appeals have
become a feature of
the humanitarian
landscape, with
donor fatigue at
acute levels

Palestinians in the firing line as Netanyahu faces voters

Nagenecies chum out
plenty of depressing stud-
fes, but few more so than
the "Rapid Damage and
Needs Assessment” report
on Gazs published last
week in conjunction with the World Bank
and the EL
It calcudates that reconstruction and
recovery needs in Gaza are a trifling $71.4
billion over 10 years, with $26.3 billion
needed in the first 18 months for urgent
recovery, Back in February 2025, the same
bodies estimated the costs to be $53 billion
What Gaza has endured in this genocide

is near-total, systematic destraction
This means what is needed is not just an
aperation to rebuild what was damaged,
but a complete reconstruction program
Clearing the il million tonnes of rubble
alone will take vears

One does have o sympathize with the
humanitarian sector. Huge unfunded
appeals have become a feature of the
humanitarian landscape, with donor

fatigue at acute levels and with the Trump
administration leading the way

The humanitarian sector will now be
anxiously wondering how much the
Istacti-US war on Iran will cost. And how
much the reconstruction of Lebanon will
cost when that war inally ends, Sudin,
of course, remains the world's largest
humanitarian crisis

Prior to the Iran war, the one mechanism
that was extablished was the highly thawesd
Board of Prace, a vehicle to remodel Gaza
along the lines of US President Donald
Trump's Gaza riviera plan of 2025, while
being devold of Palestinlan design and
consultation

Even the Board of Peace now looks
busted, given the lack of progress and
committed funding. Hamas has yet to
disarm. There Is no international security
presence, Who would bet against the
Trump administration abandoning the
whole process and leaving Gaza to the fate
of the genocidal power, lsrael>

Perhaps most importantly, Israed has yet

CHRIE DOYLE
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to adhere to the October ceasefire in Gaza,
in the same way it bas yer to adhere to the
November 2024 and April 2026 cease
fires in Lebanon, Reconstruction under
bombardment and near-total blockade is
a nonstarter. And who would carry this
out? Diplomats and journalists cannot
even enter Gazal. Issael has effectively
barred humanitarian agencies from doing
their lifesaving work there. So, which
construction firms woiild be able to send
their workers into Gaza and under what
conditions?

All these UN reports have a dream
like quality. Who do they think they are
kidding? They are vital, no doubt. Detalled
plans are essential. Yet the genocide
continues and the Isracti leadership is
showing zero intent to lift the shackles
and stop the collective torture of the entire
population

None of this should detract from the
sing luman costs. About 1.9
million Palestinians out of a total populs-
tion of 2.2 million have been forcibly

real and ong

displaced within Gaza, many multiple
times. Everyone thinks of the fatality
figures, but what about the 41,844 people
— a quarter of whom are children —
whao have suffered severe, life-changing
disabilities”> What about the mental health
2ering 728,000 schoolchildren
have not had any formal education for
more than two years, probably more if the
COVID-19 pandemic is factored in

Who would want to bel against most
Palestinians in Gaza having to face
another winter in flooded, freezing tents?
Waorse, who would bet against Netanyahu
resuming Israels full-scale genocidal
assault on Gaza, rather than the slowed-
down version of the kst six months?

Netanyihu has an election to win and
perbiaps the saddest, most damning
indictment of the current Israeli environ
ment is that bombing Palestinians in Gaza
wins votes, whereas ending the war and
allowing humanitarian access would likely
lose him the election. His only challenge is
that there is Hitle left to bomb,
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Iran, the Arab Gulf and the nonstate actor dilemma
DR. DAKIA KOLEILAT KHATIB
ast week, | spoke at a security concerns with them. and off switch for its proxies. They have, In the meantime, Israel and the US are
seminar organized by the The big question is how can Iran solve at least partly. a domestic agenda. They bullying Lebanon into “peace.” Israeli
Eurasia Policy Council at the the issue of its proxies with its neighbors? have grievances against their govern- Prime Mink ¥ i vahu has
House of Lords in London. 1t is Important to examine the nature ments and use Iran'’s support against thetr — reportedly threatened Lebanese President
The event was titled *From of the proxies in order to know how to own states. Here, Iran's role could change Joseph Aoun that, if he does not moet with
ceasefire (o lasting peace; handle them. from a spoiler to a facilitator. It could use him in Washington, he will come on the
What can the United Kingdom do to Iran has been under sanctions since its influence over these groups to play i back of a tank and shake Aoun's hand at

achieve lasting peace in the Middle East?®
The attendess and speakers agreed that
peace in our region does not start and end
with an agreement hetween the US and
Tran, but rather through an agreement

1979, It has not been able to make alliances
with regional countries or renew its
arsenal due to its animosity with the US,
So, it resorted to unconventional methods
to create deterrence. It bullt alliances

between lran and its with like-minded groups
neighbors, iy the inside vari tries.
ArsbGulfstates. i Viee rison centind
Nasim Far, the deputy Iran could use its a deterrence, as well
Embmy sty IfUCRCEOVEr these 5 SUTUECII
Iran has ;m hegemonic groups to contribute However, its ltliliﬂﬂ:
ambitions in the to reconciliation ships with these proxies
nl::igi;‘borhooa n‘r:dedml Instead of being the dllg:ﬂl' Wmf isa
the threat percelvs : « the Iranian
by the Gulf states has causeofdivision ' o while Iran
been fabricated by the came and engaged

Americans, He added that Iran seeks
brotherly relations with them. T addressed
the key hurdle facing a normal relation-
ship between the two sides of the Gulf:
Tehran's proxies. The [ranian diplomat
said they do not call them proxies, as they
consider them to be legitimate libera-
tion movements. However, he did strike
a conciliatory tone by saying that Iran
does not want to undermine peighboring
slates’ security and is open to discussing

with existing movements like Hamas
and the Houthis. While these are public
movements, it is believed lran has also
been behind many sleeper cells in the
region. The UAE last week announced
the arrest of members of a group thit was
operating covertly in the country and
plotting terrorist activities.

How can the issue of fran’s proxies or
allies be solved? As T have mentioned ina
previous article, Iran does not have an on

Dr; Crania Kok bt kst s &
upecialiet i US-Aral relations
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positive role and contribute to reconcilia-
tion instead of being the cause of division.
The two proxies that would need
immediate attention are the one that is
the most important to Saudi Arabla, the

the Baabda Palace, alluding to a possible
invasion.

Saudi Arabia is adamant on the integrity
of Lebanese territory and will not accept it
ceding an inch of its soll 1o Israel. Adviser

Houthis, and the one 10 the Saudi foreign
most important to Iran, 66 minister Prince Yazid
Hezballah. Iran can bin Farhan last week
Ml’p’::;nen ::d show Saudi Arabia and visited Lebanon to t::kr
goodwill to the Kingdom Iran could reach an sure it was committed to
by encouraging the . the Taif Agreement that
Houthisto mn;ge in arrangementthat g0 e civil war.
constructive talks with brings stability and However, once the

the legitimate Yemeni saves Lebanon from  War bsover, what will
government that could ivil war happen to Hezbollah?
result in them joining For sure, disarmament
the state under a federal will be put on the table

structure, The other issue, which is more
complicated, is Hezbollah. On this, Iran
needs Saudi Arabia’s help.

Hezbaollah is currently fighting Israel.
Today, Iran and Saudi Arabia have more
in common on Lebanon than one might
think. Neither country wants Lebanon
10 normalize relations with Israel for
free. Suudi Arabia insists that it will
not normalize with Israel unless the
latter recogmizes a Palestinian state.

opin

again. If canducted by force, it could lead
to civil unrest and even civil war. The
group and Iran need a graceful exit. On
this, Saudi Arabia and fran could reach
an arrangement that brings stability and
saves the country from the civil war that
israel has been scheming.

Iran and the US might be negotiating in
1slamabad, but on the issue of Tehran's
proxies, the most beneficial move would
be for Iran to negotiate with its neighbors.

udging by whal one sees coming
out of all the EU’s various meet-
ings — at the European Council,
the European Commission’s of-
fices and elsewhere — the bloc's
limited bandwidth is ohvious.
There are simply too many chall and

Europe’s economic emergency

CARL DILDT

competitiveness and gaps in the single
market by former European Central Bank
President Mario Draghl and former Halian
Prime Minister Enrico Letta, respectively,
have highlighted major chall and
identified the necessary remedies.

100 many tasks. The world is a messy place

and 5o tou Is the Brussels political scene.
The first challenge, then, is to agree

on priorities. This should not be too

Yet, beyond generating a wave of
headlines when they were released,
Draghi and Letta's findings have barely
registered on the EU's policy agenda.
Almaost none of their proposals have been

difficult, b some are | Iy pl d and this lack of follow-
ohvious. Continuing b 2 through remains

to confront Russia's I8y evident in the
territorial aggression macroeconomic dati.
is a clear strategic The first challenge is Apparently, there are
imperative, with toagree on priorities.  justtwo many other
Simricial sipport (b Thisshould not be too  thines happening for
Ukraine helping to EU policymakers to
pave the way tb pesce difficult, because some pheaibeecomemys
and a new round of are patently obvious competitiveness

EU enlargement. and productivity

This month's election in Hungary, which
ousted Prime Minister Viktor Orban after
16 vears, has removed an embarrassing

thlock that was increasingly jeopar-
dizing the EU's security.

But achieving stronger economic
growth across Europe is no Jess argent,
given that a strong industrial and techno-
logical base is a prerequisite for security
and strategic autonomy in an increasingly

challenges the attention they require.
But that is hardly a reassuring excuse.
Europe’s leaders must abandon thelr
illusions and recognize what is at stake.
In the face of subdued growth, persistent
deficits and substantial govermment debt
burdens, there is no way for EU member
states to increase defense spending while
also maintaining their welfare systems in
the years ahead. Making matters worse,
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e mieEtar and forelgn
ekt Gf Santen
CPrapct Syrcicate

Fox 1Ll verskon o Gh 10

expected to decline by about 12 percent
in the next decade or so, placing an even
greater burden on public finances and
further limiting available resources.

requive, Europe’s fiscal and strategic situa-
than could improve substantially.

Trade within the single market, as it
currently exists, supports close to 60

Those needs are great, because defs
spending for most EU member states
remains stuck at about 2 percent of gross
domestic product. Yet, if the past 15
months have shown anything, it is that
Europe can no longer afford to delay
major investments b its own security and
its defense-industrial base,

million E Johs and has already
unlocked economic benefits equal to

8 percent to 8 percent of EU GDIP. By
completing the single market — namely,
by creating a single market for digital
connectivity, energy and investment
capital — the FU could add another sarely
needed 1 percent to 2 percent to GDP over

Europeans must . the next decade.
face reality. We are X But for this to be
seeking to secure possible, the EU must
our physical safety, The EUmust make make growth and
establish deterrence economicdynamismatop  cconomic dynamism
Wit potcntid priority. Success on this “I‘L"P puiority. After
aggressors (starting 5 all, success on this
with Russis), decar. IPONCES the only way toavold  © 00, 0
bonize oureconomy  fllure on numerous others 1 avoid failure on
and maintain consis- numerous others.
tent support for one of the oldest popula- Europe is not doomed. We have the
tions on Earth — all while confronting talent, the universities and the rule of
weak growth, high debt and demographic  law that businesses need in order to

decline. Only through substantial reforms
can our goals be achieved.

Fortunately, at the European Councils
March meeting, European heads of state
and government committed themselves
(o completing the single market by the
el of 2027, If they are serious about

thrive, Our common currency is strong
and our quality of life is superior to
anywhere else in the world. But rather
than allowing these strengths to lull us
into complacency, we must recognize that
they are all at risk. We must start meeting
our single greatest challenge with the

dangerous world. Major reports on EU Europe’s warking-age population is opin i the reforms that this would  urgency it demands.
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“Without fear and without favour®

King Charles and the ‘special’ relationship

Ties with the US need
mending, but Britain must
nurture other alliances too

British royal visits to the US have served
as moments of bonding not just between
hezds of state but between their coun-
tries: think of King George V1 eating hot
dogs in 1939 with President Franklin D

reportedly floated reviewing the US
position on Britain’s claim to the Falk-
land Islands in retaliation. Tensions
were already simmering after Starmer
joined in condcmnauons of lbe prul
dent's

crown’s diplomatic powers to do much
to repair day-to-day relations between
Britain’s premier and a fickle president.
But the King has in the past found subtle
ways of harnessing Trump’s fascination
with the hy to signal disag

For Buckingham Palace, there were
other disincentives. Trump has indi-
cated designs, too, on Canada —of which
Charles l]l also happens to be king. The

’s brother Andrew t

ment with and perhaps even sway the
president, notably on Ukraine.

The monarch broke into his Sunday
schedule at Sandnngham to meet Volo-

dymyr Zel Yy 48 hours after the
NErei

d for lus

ident’s White House

It, or Queen Eli 11 danc-
ing with President Gerald Ford. King
Charles IT1's visit this week, officially to
mark the 250th anniversary of US inde-
pendence, is more about renewing ties
with America and Americans than with
President Donald Trump. But the back-
drep makes this one of the trickiest vis-
itsa UK monarch has faced.

UK-US relations are at their lowest
ebb since the 1956 Suez crisis. Sir Keir
Starmer’s refusal to back the US-Israeli
war with Iran has led Trump to deni-
grate the UK military and belittle the
prime minister. A Pentagon memo

linksto jellrey Epstein. And this week-
end's assassination attempt on Trump
raised questions over safety.

Despite the potential pitfalls, the King
is right to have gone ahead with the visit.
Even postponing it could have been
taken as disrespectful by Americans.
Pressing ahead with a royal trip includ-
ing an address to both houses of Con-
gressand a White House banquet sends
2 message: whatever the quarrels over
Iran, the relationship endures,

Even assuming a Trump tantrum can
be avoided, it may be beyond the

P
humiliation last February. When he
hosted Trump at Windsor Castle in Sep-
tember, the King’s pointed warning of
“tyranny” in Europe and call to stand
together with Ukraine to “secure peace”
were credited by Zelenskyy for a subse-
quent shiftin tone from Trump.

Yet whatever the outcome of the trip,
this is a moment for the UK to start to
recalibrate ties. Military, intelligence
and security co-operation remains
deep. But the rise of China and other
Asian economies means any US presi-
dent — even ifin less destructive fashion

T'he UK shoald
channel
Canada’s PM
to forge closer
links with
like - minded
partners to
preserve as
muchas
possible of the
rules-based

system

—would be looking beyond the UK and
Europe, and pushing the continent to
take more responsibility for its defence.
For all its shared history and culture
with the US, Britain’s place in the world
is not what it was in the heyday of the
“special” relationship.

All that increases the urgency for
the government to find ways to spend
more on defence — to convince the US
of its seriousness and enable it to stand
better onits own feet. It should channel
Canada’s Mark Carney to forge closer
links with like-minded partners to
preserve as much as possible of the
“rules-based” system.

Indoingso, it should exploit to the full
its soft power resources — including the
monarchy and the Commonwealth, the
(badly underfunded) BBC World Serv-
ice, and its higher education sector, and
creative and sports industries. Britain
rightly wants to preserveall it can of the
special relationship. But in the harsh
new world of the 21st century, other
connections will matteralot too.

Opinion UK politics

What Reform’s attack on
school history shows us

Stephen
Bush

n order to reverse the rise of

“woke history”, pupils in England

will, under a Reform govern-

ment, have to study a radically

new curriculum — or rather, a
radically old one.

Under plans put forward by the
party’s education spokesperson,
Suella Braverman, pupils would have
to cover the signing of the Magna
Carta, the Wars of the Roses, the Eng-
lish Civil War, the Glorious Revolu-
tion, the Act of Union, the Enlighten-
ment and Victorian Britain in a sylla-
bus which would be at least 60 per
cent devoted to “British” history, I
take the view that there are no boring
bits of history, and therefore no
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High-frequency trading has meant fatter profits for large firms

Robin Wigglesworth's article on the

of high traders

certain types of trading behaviour, and
where retail brokers are

captures the commercial logic of the
boom well (Alphaville, April 22), but it
understates the structural reasons.
This should concern us, The rise of
these firms is not just a function of
volatility, consolidation and retail
activity. It has also been enabled by a
market structure that has become

paid for sending customer orders to
large trading firms.

That matters because the
consequence is not merely fatter
profits for a handful of dominant firms.
It is weaker price discovery, greater
concentration of market power, and a
system in which more trading happens

integrity of the public market is
weakened.

accountability. Markets cannot rely
indefinitely on systems in which more

It also matters because this model decisions are made automatically by
increasingly channels retail algorithms, while responsibility
participation into a structure that looks | becomes harder to assign when those
democratic on the surface but ollen systems fail,
benefits the same large i The i f high-frequency

Commission-free trading and user-
friendly apps have widened access, but
they have also helped direct retail

trading is real. The bigger question is
whether it has made markets better; or
simply made a narrow slice of the

increasingly complex: trading split out of sight. When private trading orders, data and profits towardsasmall | market better at extracting value.
across many venues, more activity venues and broker-routed retail orders | number of technologically Daniel Schlaepfer
taking place away from public rely on public market prices without sophisticated firms. Founder and President, Select Vantage,
exchanges, fee systems that reward fully helping to form those prices, the Finally, there is the question of Toronto, ON, Canada
L The message of Germany’s Hic, haec, hoc — dassicsisa | Resilience and the progress
half-decent history teacher willteach | DEW defence posture route to computer science | on poverty eradication
the skills of free inquiry and source That Germany's strategic reawakening Reading Martin Wolf’s review of Mary | Natalie Bennett, the Green peer and
ion that lead to should be wel A rather than feared Beard’s book Tulking Classics: The Shock | former party leader, chides Martin

questions such as “what exactly hap-
pened in Ireland during the Glorious
Revolution?” or, on the progressive
side of the ledger, “so what about the
‘Victorians’ contributions to human
liberty?" Historians do not agree
about what the “lessons” of the past
are, oreven if thereare any.

Reform's second difficulty reflectsa
broader confusion among modern
parties of the far right: just whose val-
uesdothey represent anyway?

The greatest hits of history in
Braverman’s curriculum are a seriesof
staging posts — but stagingposts in the
development of British liberalism, an
ideological movement that Reform
seems largely to oppose. Some of this
has to do with the strategic ambiguity
that serves parties like France’s
Rassemblement National well: leave
peoplc guesslng just how much you

“wrong” answers on the

d and how you

But Iam baffled as to why only two out
of three of England’s civil wars have
madethe cut, and indeed why itis that
learning about them is meant to make

I am baffled why learning
about England’s civil
wars is meant to make
you feel more patriotic

you feel more patriotic afterwards.
There are passages of history where
we come out well, but Charles I's wars
of choice, or the republican experi-
ments that followed him, are not
amongthem.

Reform’s proposed history curricu-
lum raises any number of questions,
not least why “winning the second
world war™ is not higher up the list of
worked examples of the UK’s patriotic
history. Is it because Rzlorm politi-
cians or those in their orbi

Id inoffice, the better
to win over the votes of mai

(FT View, April 24) captures a wider
transformation. Berlin’s military turn is
part of the European defence shock
triggered by Russia's invasion —a
classic heterogenesis of ends, whereby
Vladimir Putin may be producing the
opposite of what he intended.

In seeking to weaken Europe,
Moscow has helped galvanise it.
German rearmament, Nordic
enlargement of Nato, France’s
willingness to Europeanise its nuclear
deterrent and Ukraine’s revolution in
low-cost, high-impact warfare all point
to the same conclusion: security can no
longer be subcontracted.

Even the long-neglected mutual
defence logic embedded in Article 42.7
of the Treaty of the European Union is
acquiring renewed strategic meaning.

‘This suggests Europe is beginning,
however hesitantly, to think in terms of
scale, deterrence and strategic power —
the grammar of an international order

conservatives and at the same time
hold on to your core support.

But the confusion here also reflects
genuine uncertainty within these
movements about what they actually
stand for. At times this can result in
moments of unintentional irony. For
instance, much of the European far
right takes the position that freedom
of religion and expression is a key
value and a principle so important
that it can’t be extended to Muslims.
‘Their American cousins, meanwhile,
think that Europe has so let down the

of the liberal enligh
Lhzll they are better served by building
alliances of shared values with
Vladimir Putin or the Gulf autocra-
cies. Back in the UK, Reform leader
Nigel Farage welcomes the support of
Bonnie Blue, an adult entertainment
star, while Danny Kruger, a Reform
MP, decries a “totally unregulated sex-
ual economy
about their i

to be agnostic about whether that one
wasan unalloyed good?

What is more striking, though, is
that what Reform is proposing is more
orless the history curriculum that was
taught when those historians and
teachers the pnrly now decries as
woke or

<can help rightwing populists elector-
ally. But it comes with risks, The first,
as we see with the Trump administra-
tion in the US, is that sloppy thinking
about what you want leadsto disarray
inoffice. The second, in Reform’s case,
is that instead of being seen asa party
that f; ‘ways — a party both of

atschool. Itisalso, to be b!unl notall
that different from what is taught in
schools in England today. Eighty-
seven per cent of English secondary
schools teach the Magna Cartain years
seven to nine, the last years at which

porn stars and Puritans — its electoral
coalition turns out to comprise the
rather smaller group of people who
dislike Muslims, but whose own soual

policy prefe are
close tothe Taliban's.
A muddled attempt to use the his-

historyisa Isory subject.

The problem for Reform is twofold.
First is the challenge facing anyone
wanting to use the history curriculum
as atool of political indoctrination: all
real history involves people behaving
monstrously and heroically — often,
unhelpfully, the same people. And any

tory curriculum to instil British patri-
otism shows the ambiguity and uncer-
tainty that might mean Reform, cur-
rently leading in the polls, could yet
end up as a historical footnote,

stephen.bush@ft.com

“HE cAM WATCH AN ENTIRE
MARATHoW IN UNDER Tiwo Houks "

be read not as a revival of militarism,
but as part of Europe’s emergence as a
geopolitical pole.

1f the coming era belongs to
macropowers, Europe faces a choice:
become one — or be shaped by them.

of the Old, pointing out the transferable
skills from studying classics, 1 was
reminded that some years ago, when1
was “careers adviser” in a girls’ public
school, 1 was invited to the University
of Cambridge’s Department of
Computer Science and Technology
(“The power of the ancients”, Books,
Life & Arts, April 25).

The department was keen to
encourage more girls to apply for this
subject. When we enquired what it was
they were looking for in applicants, the
answer came back: pupils who had
studied Latin, but out of chaice, not
where it had been a compulsory
subject.

Because of the grounding that the
grammar of Latin and more
particularly the grammar of Greek was
said to provide in mathematical logic,
this was felt to be very useful in
developing algorithms, a key skill in

computer science.

‘Wolf for saying the world economy is
“resilient” despite the fact that 826mn
people (10 per cent of the global
population) still live on less than $3a.
day — the International Poverty Line.

When the IPL was introduced in
1990 more than 40 per cent of the
global population fell below it.

That a million people have been
lifted out of poverty every week for 35
years demonstrates the strength and
adaptability of the economic system.

Wolf is right about the world
economy’s resilience, but he does add
that it can't last.

Blair Noonan
Dubiin, Ireland

OPINION ON ET.COM
Should private credit be stressing out
insurers? Apparently not

A new report by S&P Global Ratings has a go
at answering one of the unknowns about the

shaped by il 1 Pietro Negri Harriet Tupper asset class writes Toby Nangle
actors. Germany'’s new posture should | Parma, Italy Chippenham, Wiltshire, UK www.ft.com/alphaville
ou 00K ayla’s her it feels like young people | she told Elle magazine. “Creativity isa
to go out to alocal youth are either demonised for stayingin— | way of life. When it’s tended to and
BRITAIN club. “I was at home, mostly | or going out. Connie Muttock, the nourished, you learn how to figure
justin my bedroom, on my head of policy at think-tank Centre for | things out, how to make and create
phone.” Today, the 17-year- | Young Lives, says: “We talk aboutthe | things, and that really helps you in
old sittingin a slightly chaotic officein | time children spend on their phones, your future.”

Why London’s
teens need
more third
spaces

by Emma Jacobs

Mary’s youth club in Islington, north
London, speaks with quiet confidence
about overcoming her initial shyness.
“I've la]kni to mare people, made
Next to her is 18-year-old Mikala.
Naturally gregarious, she started
coming te the youth club because she
craved a welcoming and safe venue to
socialise after school. There seemed to

allowed. “The bad few make a bad rep
of teenagers, [making it difficult for]
people who generally just want to
have fun while being out.”

‘This was reinforced over the recent
school halidays when police were
called to deal with hundreds of
teenagers meeting in Clapham, south
London, West Midlands and Rochdale
in Greater Manchester in so-called
“link-ups” arranged on social media
platforms. Some saw this as yet more
evidence of feral youth; others blamed
the lack of spaces for teens.

After all, many youth clubs shut due
to austerity cuts in council budgets.
One report estimated that between
2010 and 2023, 1,243 youth centres
closed, leaving just 581. The Institute
for Fiscal Studies, a think-tank, found
closures led to increased crime and
declines in exam results.

but we don't talk about alternatives.”

‘The debate over teens’ social media
dependency has intensified. Countries
including the UK are considering
following Australia by banning social
media for under-16s. Last month, a
court in New Mexico fined Meta and

for harming a young woman's
mental health. Generation Isolation, a
report by OnSide, a youth charity,
found that almost half of young
people spend most of their free time
in their bedrooms, and nearly a fifth
are mainly alone.

Teenagers can be confusing to
adults because they flip between
playing as kids and behaving like
adults, says Dinah Bornat, architect
and author of All to Play For; How to
Design Child-Friendly Housing. “These
big children want other adults”
nearby, “practising being young
people in safe spaces”, like shopping
centres. “More attention should be
spenton . . . (how adults] can support
them to independence.”

It is clear that Mary’s is also a place
for Mikala and Kayla to learn life
skills, including camping and a
financial workshop that advised them
Lo stay away from crypto. Local
musician, Little Simz, has credited the
Islington youth club with helping her
career. “I can't imagine what my life
might have been if I didn't have that,”

Recently, Sadiq Khan, the mayor of
London, pledged £30mn to ensuring
each borough in the capital has a late-
night youth club, The Labour
government has pledged £500mn
over 10 years to tackle education,
unemployment and loneliness,
including opening youth clubs. Jamie
Masraff, OnSide’s chief executive, is
heartened by the "significant
step . .. although it doesn’t come close
1o filling the gap. It was better than
we've seen.” Emma Warren, author of
Up the Youth Club, worries about
funding long term.

In Queen's Park, north-west
London, advertising veteran Paul
Billingsley co-founded a "social space
for teenagers™ with a games room and
café because he could see that young.
hires were “really struggling with the
basics of sitting across the table from
someone, being resilient and
reconciling differences of opinion”.

At Mary’s, 18-year-old Nevan says
the joy of such places is that they
operate outside school “where there’s
high expectations”. It is alsoa place
where they can support peers who are
dealing with “friendship drama”, says
Mikala, “Sometimes you may be alone
and that's okay, but how you handle it
is also important.”

emmajacobs@ft.com
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A troubling plan to revive Americas frozen property market

BUSINESS

Brooke
Masters

S housing has been in a
deep freeze. The slowest
jobs market in six years
means fewer people need to
move, and the gap between
today’s higher interest rates and those
attached to older mortgages has made
everyone reluctant to tradeup or down.
Even when homeowners were open to
a sale, they struggled to find buyers will-
ing or able to meet their desired price —
withdrawn listings shot up last year in
many markets. Asa result, sales rates of
new and existing homes have plunged
below depths last plumbed in the wake
of the 2008 financial crisis once popula-
tion growth is taken into account,
accordingto RBC analysts.
This slump has weighed heavily on
real estate agents, online listing plat-

forms and mortgage brokers, hurting
revenues. Now the US is seeinga wave of
consolidation and tie-ups that seek to
fundamentally reshape the way Ameri-
canhomes are marketed ind sold.

The money at stake is enormous,
some $170bn a year, That’s because US
brokers routinely charge 6 per cent
commissions, more than twice or three
times their counterparts in the UK and
Australia, despite a 2024 antitrust set-
tlement intended to bringdown costs.

Since 2024, Compass, America’s larg-
est real estate brokerage, has absorbed
twoof its biggest competitors, @proper-
ties and Anywhere, in spite of concerns
that the combined company would have
more than 30 per cent of home listings
insomemarkets.

1t then forged an alliance with the
owner of Redfin, one of the biggest
online real estate sites. Compass agents
can now market homes exclusively on
the Redfin site without having to put
them into the general “MLS” multiple
listing services available to all brokers.
This allows homeowners to test the
waters and change the sales price, with-
out starting to rack up “days on the mar-

ket” that alert buyers to the fact the
home hasn't immediately sold. Zillow, a
rival listing site, promptly announced a
similar tie-up with some of Compass’s
largest competitors.

Such arrangements make sense for
both the listing platforms and the bro-
kers. The sites get exclusivity, and in
return direct would-be buyers straight
to the selling agent. That creates

As bigger real estate groups
move towards exclusive
listings, it reminds me of

securities dark pools’

an opportunity for the listing brokerage
to represent both sides, rather than
having to split the commission with
another firm,

The bigger a real estate group grows
and the more exclusive listings it lands,
the more it can squeeze out other bro-
kers, retain sales in-house and keep
commission rates high — but they
remind me of securities “dark pools”,

which match buyers and sellers without
providing as much public information

both buyers and sellers to take advan-
tage of the 2024 settlement to negotiate

as a traditional stock Jordan
Moorhead, a broker in Austin, Texas,
speaks for many when he predicts that
the main impact will be that “people like
mearegoing tolosealot of business”,
Compass contends the arrangement
could bring an additional 500,000 list-
ings on tothe market (10 per cent of last
year’s home sales) and benefit home
sellers, A study of sales in 2024 found
that properties that were “pre-mar-
keted” ultimately sold for nearly 3 per
cent more than those that went straight
to MLS public listings. And that was
before the Redfin deal madeit possible

wer
None of this seems positive for the

many people already strugglingtogeta :

foot on the property ladder. Just 21 per
cent of sales last year went to first-time
buyers, the lowest since record-keeping
began 45 yearsago.

In big US cities, renting is cheaper

than buying a home with today’s 6 per

cent average annual mortgage rates.
Add in fears of overpaying for what is

the largest purchase most people will |

ever make, and it's no wonder one in

three young Americans is unsure they

will ever own a home. Existing home
les fell toa ni hlowin March.

without sharing
price and listing time details.

Butwhat about buyers? In parts of the
country where inventory is tight, more
homes for sale would be welcome. How-
ever, would-be purchasers now face a
world where they have to lrawl multiple

“There's an awful lot of short-term

thinking going on here,” warns Stephen
Brobeck, senior fellow at the Consumer
Policy Center, which recently issued a
report warning about Compass’ growing
market power. “It has the end result of

websites to find listi ke offers
without havinga full picture of the prop-
erty’s history. As brokerages consolidate
and more sales listings become exclu-
sive, it will also be that much harder for

making the market and
less attractive to buyers. Th:nl s not good
forsellers overall.”

brooke.masters@ft.com

EUs methane
regulation
could spark an
energy Crisis

Andrew
Puzder

urope cannot secure afforda-

ble, reliable energy while sad-

dling its suppliers with rules

that drive up costs, reduce

supplies and create uncer-

tainty. Energy importers and producers

are now warning that the European

Union's methane regulation is just such
arule.

This regulation could precipitate

another energy crisis at a time when

Europe can ill-afford one. Brussels

| already appears to be aware of the risks.
* Earlier this month, the EU Commission
| floated recommending “flexibilities” to

the smngem requmzmenls in an effort

Are Europe and
the US headed
for divorce?

GLOBAL AFFAIRS

Gideon
Rachman

he US Air Force moved into
Lakenheath in Britain in
1948. Ramstein air base was
established in Germany in
the early 1950s. Today there
are over forty US military bases in
Europe, hosting around 85,000 troops.

But nothing lasts forever. And, for the
first time in my life, it is conceivable that
the US military presence in Europe
could cometoanend.

The immediate irritant is the war in
Iran. European reluctance — and occa-
sional refusal — to let the US use its
European bases for missions in Iran has.
infuriated Donald Trump, who has lam-
basted Europeans as “cowards” and
called Nato a “paper tiger”. Marco
Rubio, the US secretary of state, has
pointedly asked why America bothers
to maintain bases in Europe — if it can-
notuse them whenthe chipsare down.

not fully realise, however, is that the
fury flows both ways. European politi-
cians are complaining bitterly — some-
times publicly — that the US launched
an ill-conceived and illegal war without

fidence in USleadership is also at an all-
time low — which is understandable
when America’s commander-in-chief
posts Jesus-like images of himself and

The Iran war has also followed a year
in which the US has imposed tariffs
on European allies and threatened to
invade Greenland — opening up the
dizzying possibility that European sol-
diers might end up fighting Americans.
A Politico poll taken earlier this month
showed that in Spain, Italy, France
and Germany more people now regard
the US as a threat than a “close ally”.
Spain’s Pedro Sanchez has revived his
political fortunes with his flamboyant
condemnation of US foreign policy —
and even the leaders of staunch Ameri-
canallies, such as Poland and Germany,
are openly questioning Washington's
leadership.

Since the second world war, the US
presence in Europe has beenan “empire
by invitation™. But some Europeans are

political posturing on both sides of the
Atlantic, the reality is that the US has
been using its European bases heavily
during the current war. The American
airman who was shot down over Iran
and rescued had probably taken off
from Lakenheath.

1f the US could be confident that it will
never need those European bases again,
it could certainly close them. But given
the frequency of America’s military
interventions in the Middle East (as well
as the Balkans), in recent decades, it
seems rash to assume that the current
Iran war will be the last such involve-
ment. European purchases of American
armaments and other goods are also
implicitly ted to a continuing US secu-
rity guarantee to Europe. As doubts

The Trump ad ration is
believed to be contemplating a list of
punishments for European allies to be
meted out when the Iran war is over.
The ideas floated include booting Spain
out of Nato and withdrawing recogni-
tion of British sovereignty over the Falk-
land Islands.

‘What the Trump administration may

ly tempted to withdraw the

about that grow, the move

invitation.

So who would lose more — the US or
Europe — if the American military pres-
encein Europe was wound down?

For the Americans that would depend
a great deal on whether the US still
wants to project power in Europe, the
Middle East and Africa. Despite the

Most European leaders
remain extremely cautious
about acting out their
‘Love Actually’ daydreams

to “buy European” is gathering pace.

Waving the Americans goodbye
would also involve big risks for Europe.
Russia is still waging war in Ukraine.
And Donald Tusk, Poland’s prime min-
ister, has warned that Russia could
attack Nato territory within months.
Similar warnings — couched in years,
rather than months — have come from
political leaders in Berlin and London.
As Tusk pointed out, there are increas-
ing doubts about whether a Trump-led
US would honour the Nato mutual
defence dause.

Mark Rutte, the Nato secretary-gen-
eral, has warned that Europe cannot
currently defend itself against Russia
without American help. He has become
the public face of European efforts to
keep Trump happy atall costs.

Some European leaders are more
optimistic than Rutte about the conti-
nent’sability to defend itself. They point
out that Russia’s military performance
in Ukraine has been less than stellar.
Even so, it is widely ack

be critical in any conflict. These include
air defences, intelligence resources and
the heavy-lift aircraft that would be
needed to move troops to the frontline
quickly. Filling these gaps could take
many years. Nato's command structure
isalso builtaround US leadership.

For all these reasons, most European
leaders remain extremely cautious
about acting out their Love Actually day-
dreams — and telling the American
president toget lost. At the same time, it
is notable that the revenge fantasies
against Europe, currenlly dumg the

security
Unfortunately, avoiding an energy
crisis is going to take far more than
“flexibilities” that tweak the edges of a
fundamentally flawed regulatory
framework. The industry warns of price
impacts “equivalent to those witnessed
on European energy markets due to the
ongoing crisis in the Middle East™ It
could bealong, cold and costly winter.
Half measures will not solve this prob-
lem. The EU must heed calls from
industry, member states and members
of the European parliament to address

© the regulation’s core defects if it truly

wants energy security, industrial com-

¢ petitiveness and a role in the energy-in-

tensive Al economy.
The original methane regulation was

: intended to reduce methane leaks from

the fossil fuel supply chain. US policies,
combined with innovations such as
advanced leak detection, satellite moni-
toring and best practice standards have
driven US methane emissions from oil

Paperwork-heavy
requirements on
importers will restrict
access to supply options

i and gas down sharply between 2015 and

2023 even as production has soared.
American LNG on average is among the
lowest methane-intensity fuels availa-
ble on the global market.

The approach in Brussels has been
different. The EU's methane regulation
imposes extraterritorial, prescriptive
and paperwork-heavy requirements on
importers, This will restrict access to
supply options, forcing EU [actories,
power plants and households to face an
energy supply gap and higher prices. In
an era when European homes and

roundsin the Ti do
not actually mcludc the wholesale clo-

sure of US bases in Europe. The (wc i

sidesof the

are already reeling from high
energy prices, every ex1ra euro matters.
Flexibly applying the regulation’s

that, for now, they are locked into an
unhappy marriage.

For both the US and Europe, a formal
divorce still feels like a step too far. But
both sides are saying and doing things

will not reduce the legal
risk i importers and suppliers face if the
EU later decides its “flexibilities” were
too generous. Without specific changes
to the regulation, producers and
importers will need to build expensive
d navigate shifting inter-

Europe currently relies on America to

that cannot be easily f or with-
drawn. Inan nlhance as in a marriage,
ledged that  thatisad: of affairs.
that would  gideon.rach ft.com

provide military

TECHNOLOGY

Martin
Sandbu

hen xAl sued the state
of Colorado over a law

against “algorithmic

discrimination”  this

month, it marked a
political stand-off brought on by a rap-
idly changing technological reality. But
more profoundly, the suit raises ques-
tions about what it is to be a democracy,
and what itis to be human.

The law targets Al systems used inthe
provision of certain services, including
education, housing, health and finance,
some of them from the government. In
passing it, Colorado lawmakers have
defied much of the Al industry as well as
the White House’s push for a single fed-
eral setof Al rules.

Now Elon Musk’s xAl, which devel-
oped the large language model Grok,

Can Al discriminate if it can't justify itself?

wants the law struck down because, it

alleges, it infringes on the company’s

free speech rightsand forcesit to change

Grok to incorporate what it calls the
P M

The company clearly protests too
much. The law requires transparency
over risks of bias and a duty of care to
avoid unlawful discrimination. At most,

where not just the structure of the law,
but those writing and wielding it, should
be accountable to citizens for the sub-
stantive choices they make.

‘The very term “accountable” is reveal-
ing. In democracies ruled by law, those
who wield power must au:ount for what

or obediznce without justification is
abusive, a failure of basic respect. The
fundamental human intuition behind
Habermas's and Rawls's theories is that
as citizens and simply as people, we owe
it toeach other to givereasons.

cessful one) at justification. The com-
pany, or at least its lawyers, grasp the

need to offer reasons that others might :

deem legitimate. The more difficult
question is whether LLMs such as Grok
o l.hemsclves fully justify the answers

Unlalru- eri itself can be

they do — give ad
and reasons —and be held to account by

Grok cannot be used for all deci-
sions in the sectors designated by Colo-
rado’s government.

But beyond the narrow legal ques-
tions, there is a much more interesting
and deeper matter at stzke here, What
the Colorado law does is to sweep Al-
powered decision-making inside a fun-
damental demand for justification. The
basic ground for doing this is that “my
Al said so” is not enough to justify allo-
cation decisions of certain goods and
services where there is reason to fear
unjust discrimination.

Why not? One reason is democratic.
Giving legitimate reasonsfor how we are
treated is at the core of the rule of law:
the exercise of power must follow pub-
licly known rules that apply to all. This
is doubly true for electoral democracies

bj: their
This role of justification and reason-

The question is whether
L1LMs such as Grok can
give legitimate reasons for
the decisions they make

giving was central to the political theo-
ries of the late German philosopher Jiir-
gen Habermas, as well as the American
thinker John Rawls. But justification
matters in interpersonal relations too.
When we want to convince someone
to agree with us or persuade them to do
something we want, we are called on to
justify our demand. Forcing agreement

d in this light: it happens
when some groups get less of something
valuable than others, for no justifiable
reason. So at one level, Colorado is sim-
ply demanding that Al systems must
provide whatever reasons are satisfac-
tory to justify differential treatment as
legal —asin all other cases.

The complaint shows that xAl is par-
ticularly incensed at how Colorado’s law
excludes biases designed to “increase
diversity or redress historical dncnml-

mic discrimination. This is indeed an
odd choice by the legislature, which
could have simply deferred to existing
anti-discrimination laws on the ques-
tion of whether such positive discrimi-
nation is permissible (for this, too, justi-
fications can and should be given).
Ironically, xAIs brief in itself consti-
tutes an earnest effort (albeit an unsuc-

y make.
supposc, for examp|e. a Colorado
landlord or triage clinician uses Grok to
decide who gets the house or the hospi-
tal bed — but makes sure to require the
model back up its input with reasons.
‘What then? If Grok can adequately jus-
tify decisions as not violating discrimi-
nation law, and its can docu-

new
pretations to avoid penalties of up to
20 per cent of their global revenues.
Thisisarisk no rational CEO will accept.

Similarly, suppliers will hesitate to
sign the most cost-effective long-term
contracts when the regulatory goalposts
could move again in afew years, making
itimpossible to meet their contractual
obligations. The result is predictable:

: reduced incentives for producers to pri-

oritise the European market, an unnec-
cssary securily of supply crisis and
higher prices for

The war in Ukrame and resulting
scramble for non-Russian energy offers
a stark reminder of how our energy
partnership should work. US LNG and
crude oil exports to Europe surged pre-
cisely because American producers

+ could respond quickly and reliably. Yet

if compliance costs and market uncer-
tainty persist, global suppliers — includ-
ing US companies —will quite rationally
redirect supplies tomarkets that reward
reliability rather than punishit.

The US-EU relationship thrives when
we alignine enuves‘ not when we export

fit:

‘ment this to users, lhalshuuld fulfil the
new law’s demands. The deeper human
requirement for justification, however,
requires much more.

Even if LLMs can provide a trace of
their “reasoning”, that is not enough.
When we admit that we owe each other
justifications, we recognise each other
as equals, with all the moral commit-
ment to reciprocity that this entails.
Thatis a commitment which — so far —
only humans can make.

martin.sandbu@ft.com

Y require-
mem.s Proposing “flexibilities” is a wel-

come acknowledgment that incentives
matter. Yet, to have animpact, the Com-
mission must take decisive action.
America stands ready to be the reliable
partner Europe needs. We can scale
exports rapidly if the EU's regulatory
environment welcomes us. Brussels
must therefore match its new pragma-

© tism with the boldness the moment

demands.

The writer is the US ambassador to the
European Union
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Hooray for the Secret Service

Three days
after gun-
shots brought
the  annual
White House
Correspon-
dents’ Associ-
ation Dinner
to a prema-
ture end, the
verdict—at
least among
the commentariat—is in: The
Secret Service blew it.

The 3l-year-old suspect,
Cole Tomas Allen, traveled by
train from his parents’ home
outside Los Angeles to the
Washington Hilton. He came
with weapons, including a
shotgun, a handgun and sev-
eral knives. His targets were
the president and as many
“administration officials” as
possible, “prioritized from
highest-ranking to lowest,”
he wrote.

On Saturday night, he did
manage to run through the
security checkpoint and past
Secret Service agents. Even
so, within seconds agents
fired at Mr. Allen and sub-
dued him—eliminating the
threat. One agent was shot
in the chest during the gun-
fire but, fortunately, was
wearing a ballistic vest. Af-
ter a short stint at a hospi-
tal he was released.

In the thick of all this, the
Secret Service brought Presi-
dent Trump and First Lady
Melania Trump to safety. The
dominant fact of that terrible
evening was that the Secret
Service did its job—protect-
ing the president—with no

MAIN
STREET
By William
McGurn

loss of life. It’s one thing we
all ought to applaud.

You might not know it
from the commentators. One
conservative called the Se-
cret Service’s handling of se-
curity an “unmitigated fail-
ure.” Others complain about
“lax security.” The Washing-
ton Post reported that “the
Trump administration pro-
vided a lower level of secu-
rity for the White House cor-
respondents’ dinner than it
has for other gatherings of
high-ranking officials.” At-
tendees have reported being
waved in to the building with
barely a showing of their
ticket—though the security
perimeter around the ball-
room held.

The second-guessing has
only begun, and it’s becoming
wrapped up with other is-
sues. On his X account,
Chairman James Comer of
the House Oversight Commit-
tee noted that the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
“including Secret Service, has
been unfunded for more than
70 days now.”

President Trump has his
own issue: The ballroom he
wants to build faces a lawsuit
threatening to halt construc-
tion. The president makes the
point that the correspon-
dents’ dinner would be much
safer if held inside his “big,
beautiful very, very secure
ballroom” with its “massive
bulletproof glass—it’s almost
4 inches thick” and located on
the White House grounds,
“the most secure ground
probably in the world.”

Plainly the Republican
president has learned the les-
son so clearly stated in 2008
by Rahm Emanuel, chief of
staff for President-elect Ba-
rack Obama: “You never want
a serious crisis to go to
waste. And what I mean by
that [is] it’s an opportunity
to do things that you think
you could not do before.”

President and Mrs.
Trump and many
others were kept safe.
That’s a success.

dent. The special difficulty
of guarding this president,
given the great hatred for
him, must also be consid-
ered. And maybe his critics
should check their rage,
some of which the shooter
appropriated for the mani-
festo he signed “Friendly
Federal Assassin.”

Mr. Trump, in his first ap-
pearance after the gunshot—
still in his tux at the White
House press room—summed
up the evening this way: “A
man charged a security
checkpoint armed with multi-
ple weapons, and he was
taken down by some very

All these issues should be
aired. At the same time, real-
ity demands a recognition
that there is no foolproof se-
curity arrangement, and a
president’s security is com-
plicated because normal life
is going on around him any-
time he makes an appearance
outside the White House. The
reality for the Secret Service
is that it operates within a
free society.

And merely because the
president wasn’t shot and no
one was killed doesn’t mean
the Secret Service can’t im-
prove. But looking for ways
to improve can happen with-
out the Beltway’s favorite
game: hunting for someone
to blame.

Maybe the Washington
Hilton—where Ronald Rea-
gan was shot in 1981— is
too insecure a venue in
which to protect a presi-

brave of Secret Ser-
vice, and they acted very
quickly.”

When I worked in Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s White
House, I gained, as most ev-
eryone did, a special appreci-
ation for the professionalism
of the Secret Service. Karl
Rove was a colleague, and on
“Fox News Sunday” this
weekend he suggested that
although we all have ques-
tions that must be answered,
in the aftermath of an assas-
sination attempt that was
thwarted, we should be cele-
brating these agents.

“It worked last night,” he
said. “Let’s be honest about
it. Somebody attempted to
kill people and he was
stopped. And he was
stopped by the courageous
act of Secret Service
agents—one of whom took
apparently a shotgun blast
to the chest.”

Write to mcgurn@wsj.com.

It s Way Too Early to Declare Defeat in Iran

The establish-
ment consen-
sus is harden-
ing. President
Trump’s war
with Iran is

the culminat-
3{“&3“‘ ing disaster
f the most

By Walter 9 T1¢
Russell Mead dainaging and
misguided
American for-

eign policy in history. Iranian
leaders are humiliating the
US., German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz warned. “Su-
perpower suicide” is how
Wendy Sherman, a top Iran
negotiator under President
Obama and Joe Biden’s dep-
uty secretary of state, de-
seribed Mr. Trump’s Iran pol-
icy to ABC News. As Ms.
Sherman sees it, the Iran war
has alienated allies, assisted
Russia financially, and weak-
ened America’s position vis-a-
vis China. For Fareed Zakaria,
the question is no longer
whether the administration’s
policies will backfire but
whether the damage can ever
be repaired.

Critics of the war believe
Mr. Trump has worked him-
self into a trap. The military
strikes aimed at decapitating
Iran’s leadership brought the
most radical elements of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps to power. Iran’s stran-
glehold on the Strait of Hor-
muz can’t be broken without
a politically unsustainable
ground war. Spiking energy
prices offered Vladimir Putin
a financial windfall just as

Russia’s economy was buck-
ling under the strain of sanc-
tions. China gleefully watches
America trash its European
alliances and deplete muni-
tion stocks needed to defend
Taiwan. Meanwhile, because
the president has done little
to prepare the public for a
long conflict, Iran has him
over a barrel, and he must
bribe or beg the Iranians to
give him a quick exit from an
unwinnable war.

Time will tell, but it would
be a mistake for investors
and decision makers to as-
sume that Mr. Trump is des-
perately looking for the exits.
Viewed from the Oval Office,
the war may seem less costly
than critics charge, and the
likelihood of a favorable out-
come may appear signifi-
cantly greater than a horri-
fied foreign-policy
establishment can bring itself
to believe.

True, the war has gone on
longer than originally hoped
and is taking a toll on the
president’s popularity. But he
may feel less trapped than
critics think he should. Do-
mestically, far-right critics
like Tucker Carlson and Can-
dace Owens appear to be spi-
raling into irrelevance as Mr.
Trump maintains his hold on
the affections of his base. In
the Gulf, American naval
forces have, without taking
casualties, consolidated a
crushing blockade of Iran that
Tehran seems unable to coun-
ter. Financial markets have
stabilized and even strength-

ened despite the closing of
the strait. With the arrival of
a third aircraft carrier in the
region, American military op-
tions are ling. And if

sons of the Ukraine war. In

BOOKSHELF | By Stephen Brumwell

Enlightenment
In Practice

George Washington and Frederick the Great

By Jiirgen Overhoff
Princeton, 344 pages, $35

Mount Vernon, Va. Recently retired as colonel of the Vir-

ginia Regiment, Washington wanted to furnish his home
with art ing ancient and y military
commanders. Among his intended purchases was a bust of
Frederick the Great.

Frederick II, king of Prussia and elector of Brandenburg,
was at the time Britain’s ally in the global conflict now known
as the Seven Years’ War (1756-63). Washington, who had led
troops in the war’s North American theater, admired Prussia’s
indomitable warrior-king. After victories in late 1757 over the
Catholic French and Austrians at Rossbach and Leuthen, Fred-
erick had emerged as a popular Protestant hero. In Britain’s
American colonies, Frederick’s exploits were reported with

enthusiasm in newspapers,

and his image was reproduced
on tavern signs and teapots.

It is unlikely that Washing-
ton could have imagined that,
within 20 years, he would rival
Frederick in fame, winning
praise from the monarch him-
self. But as Jiirgen Overhoff
demonstrates in “George Wash-
ington and Frederick the Great,”

mutual admiration gave way
to suspicion in the years follow-
ing American independence.
‘While both statesmen were
deists who believed in predesti-
nation and embraced the rational
philosophy of the Enlightenment, they had different concep-
tions of what enlightened government meant.

Born in 1712, Frederick was 20 years older than Washington.
As the sensitive, flute-playing heir of the boorish, beer-swilling
Frederick William 1, the young prince had scant interest in sol-
diering. But Frederick experienced an epiphany in 1734 after
an inspirational encounter with Prince Eugene of Savoy, who
had helped defeat the Ottoman Turks at Vienna in 1683 and
the French at Blenheim in 1704. Soon after his father’s death in
1740, Frederick demonstrated his aptitude for warfare when he
invaded and won the Austrian province of Silesia.

In 1759 George Washington was renovating his estate at

George

Wﬂ\‘hingto,,
Freder k
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the Black Sea, U

In Di 1745, a decisive victory over the

drones have confined Russia’s
surface fleet to pnrt That’s
an for

European allies are shunning
the war, support in the Gulf
for a decisive effort against
Iran is stronger now than at
the outbreak of hostilities.

Trump’s crities think
he is desperately
looking for an exit.
Don’t count on it.

Mr. Trump probably isn’t
losing sleep over the con-
flict's effect so far on the bal-
ance of power with Russia
and China. Russia may be
reaping windfall profits from
the oil-price surge, but Amer-
ican energy companies are
enjoying a greater and likely
longer-lasting boom. In any
case, 2026 has been a bad
year for the Kremlin. Its
weapons fizzled against Is-
raeli and U.S. missiles; its
forces are stalemated in
Ukraine; its Africa Corps has
sustained a humiliating set-
back in Mali.

Mr. Trump likely isn’'t wor-
ried about China’s taking ad-
vantage of America’s Middle
East focus. Iran’s failures as
well as its successes give Bei-
jing food for thought. The
ability of cheap and quickly
built Iranian drones to harass
shipping reinforces the les-

a Chinese navy that would
need to transport and supply
large forces across the Tai-
wan Strait to mount a suc-
cessful invasion.

Perhaps worse from Bei-
jing’s standpoint, America’s
successful blockades of Vene-
zuela and Iran demonstrate a
strategic depth and political
will that could greatly com-
plicate China’s goal of reduc-
ing Taiwan to obedience.
Should China invade or block-
ade Taiwan, American forces
could impose a crippling
counterblockade from bases
well beyond the reach of Chi-
nese coastal weapons and na-
val forces. Mr. Tri ump, it
should now be clear, is
to impose such costly and
disruptive blockades even in
the face of strong allied and
domestic opposition.

War is unpredictable, and
Mr. Trump’s crities may yet
have their day. While the
pressure on the administra-
tion is for the moment sus-
tainable, market turmoil or a
dramatic collapse in the pres-
ident’s approval ratings could
make a change of course at-
tractive to an often-impulsive
administration. Still, for now
the president can afford to
wait and see how mounting
pressure affects the Iranian
side. Betting the farm on
TACO scenarios seems dan-
gerously premature.

The Best Place for a Data Center? Croatia

By Ryan Rich

Dubrovnik, Croatia
urope’s data center
markets need more en-
ergy. Demand for energy

to power the data centers is
projected to grow from 10
gigawatts in 2024 to 35 giga-
watts by 2030. The only place
on the Continent with the
power and political will to
meet that demand is one most
people haven't thought of—
and the war in the Gulf has re-
inforced the urgency to secure
artificial-intelligence  infra-
structure for the U.S. and our
allies.

With Iran threatening “com-
plete and utter annihilation” of
data centers in Abu Dhabi and
calling American tech compa-
nies legitimate military tar-
gets, the question is no longer
whether the West should re-
think where to build its crucial
Al infrastructure, such as data
centers. The question is where
they should go.

Croatia is geographically
removed from every active
conflict zone. As part of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation, the European Union,

the Schengen Area and the eu-
rozone, Croatia delivers regu-

to reach €100 billion by 2030.
EU data sovereignty rules are

latory ity and polit-
ical durability that
institutional capital requires.
A data center in Croatia is in-
frastructure protected by our
sacrosanct collective defense
guarantee.

Croatia’s grid is among the
cleanest in Europe: Renew-
ables supplied more than 52%
of all electricity consumed in
2025, with a further 15% from

Its location, stable
rules and energy grid
land a record project.

nuclear. Electricity prices run
significantly below the Euro-
pean average. The climate and
access to natural water re-
sources provide thermal man-
agement advantages that re-
duce energy consumption and
operating costs, alongside
high-voltage grid capacity
that congested Western Euro-
pean hubs can't offer.
European digital infrastruc-
ture investment is projected

lling major U.S. technol-
ogy companies to store Euro-
pean data within EU borders—
creating demand for U.S.-
owned, EU-based capacity
that doesn’t yet exist.

I have spent my career
betting on overlooked infra-
structure. The underlying
logic is always the same: Find
the structural gap, under-
stand why it exists, and build
first.

This is why I am in Croatia
to announce Project Pan-
theon: a next-generation 1-
gigawatt data-center campus
on 310 acres. The campus
will host 800 megawatts of
usable IT load—enough to
power the city of Baltimore.
The facility is designed to be
more resilient than most data
centers in operation today,
reaching 99.99999% uptime
just as hyperscalers need fa-
cilities that can run massive
workloads continuously and
draw huge amounts of power
without interruption.

Croatia sits between key
areas of the EU, opening corri-
dors to regions in Central and

Eastern Europe as well as
Greece and Turkey. Pantheon
Atlas LLC’s total initial invest-
ment in the project is $13.5
billion with the potential to
grow to beyond $50 billion.

This is the largest single
private investment in Croatian
history. No U.S.-led gigawatt-
scale Al-optimized facility
currently exists in Central or
Eastern Europe. Pantheon will
be accessible to European de-
fense, intelligence and com-
mercial users, thereby helping
the EU reach its goal of tri-
pling European data center
capacity within five to seven
years.

The war in the Gulf has re-
vealed that concentrating Al
infrastructure in jurisdictions
where a single strike can take
a $30 billion investment off-
line is a strategic liability.
Croatia offers the advantage
of a collective defense guaran-
tee that no insurance pre-
mium can match.

‘Mr. Rich is managing part-
ner of Pantheon AI and
founder of 24 Ventures, a ven-
ture firm headquartered in
Buffalo, N.Y.

Austrians and their Saxon allies, Frederick returned to Berlin
and was hailed as Fridericus Magnus—Frederick the Great.
No one was more surprised than the king himself that a philo-
sophically inclined monarch had become such an impressive
military leader. In his own words, Frederick marveled that
“providence would choose a poet to upset the political order
of Europe.”

Unlike Frederick, Washington had precocious ambitions
for martial glory. From 1754 to 1758, he served his military
apprenticeship against the French and their Native American
allies on the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania. Covering
this period, Mr. Overhoff, a professor of history at the Uni-
versity of Miinster, perhaps relies too heavily on secondary
sources, and repeats some of their misconceptions. For
instance, Washington would have been mortified to hear his
rigorously trained Virginia Regiment characterized as a lowly
militia. As one of Washington’s officers reported, its members
could “parade as well as Prussians.”

Frederick, meanwhile, was consolidating his reputation
leading the army that set such standards. He scored stunning
victories during his rambling and bloody European cam-
paigns. Hefty British subsidies allowed Frederick to fight
through setbacks. As Mr. Overhoff observes, there was wide-
spread amazement that the “combined continental superpow-
ers Austria, France, and Russia,” which totaled more than
60 million inhabitants, were unable to defeat Brandenburg-
Prussia, with a population they outnumbered 12 to 1.

Prussia’s fortitude was especially significant for Washing-
ton’s countrymen. France gave priority to Europe over Can-
ada, which helped the British triumph in North America in
1763. But Britain’s postwar efforts to recoup the financial
costs of victory led to the program of American taxation that
prompted resistance, then outright rebellion in 1775.

The Prussian king admired the commander of
the Continental Army. But the two statesmen
had different conceptions of governance.

Frederick initially had no sympathy for those seeking to
reject the authority of their rightful king, and little interest in
Washington. It was only in the second half of 1777, Mr. Over-
hoff writes, that Frederick learned to spell Washington’s sur-
name correctly. But Washington’s performance against the
British eventually attracted the king’s attention. The tradi-
tions of Frederick’s own redoubtable army were grafted upon
Washington’s when Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a former
Prussian officer, volunteered his services in the Patriot cause.
Appointed inspector general of the Continental Army in May
1778, Steuben overhauled its drill, instilling the professional-
ism that contributed to final victory.

Frederick actively pursued a treaty of amity and commerce
with the new American republic, an important step toward
broader recognition of the United States. But as Mr. Overhoff
emphasizes throughout his thoughtfully written book (trans-
lated from the German by Patrick Baker), Washington and
Frederick were incompatible in certain respects.

Reflecting his own abiding interests, Frederick wanted to
turn Brandenburg-Prussia into a “kingdom of the Enlighten-
ment,” characterized by religious tolerance and patronage
of the arts and sciences. But he maintained that such a
benevolent realm could only be ruled effectively by a wise
king exercising sole authority, free of parliamentary con-
straints. In Frederick’s estimation, zealous republicans were
courting anarchy.

‘Washington, by contrast, recoiled at the very notion of
monarchy. In May 1782 he reacted with horror when one of
his officers, Lewis Nicola, suggested that he should become
another King George. As the first president of the U.S., Wash-
ington deemed himself fully accountable to Congress, and
readily stepped down after his second term. His farewell
address of September 1796 included the stark warning that
all democracies were vulnerable to future challenge by auto-
crats and unlawful usurpers of power.

Washington’s message is relevant in our own age, when
democratic and authoritarian models of governance vie across
the globe. In his prescient epilogue, Mr. Overhoff contends
that the divide between Washington and Frederick is no “relic
of transatlantic history” but an instructive guide to the pres-
ent and future.

Mr. Brumwell is the author of “George Washington: Gentle-
man Warrior.”
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Qatar and the ICC Prosecutor

the International Criminal Court prosecu-

tor who requested arrest warrants for Is-
rael’s leaders in 2024, shortly
after learning he had been ac-
cused of sexual assault. He took
leave in May 2025, and this
month the court’s governors
voted to advance disciplinary
proceedings. Now a witness
statement says the Qatari gov-
ernment promised to “look af-
ter” Mr. Khan if he moved against Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

* * *

This builds on the Guardian newspaper’s No-
vember report on a Qatar-linked private intelli-
gence operation by at least two firms, Highgate
and Elicius Intelligence, hoping to discredit Mr.
Khan's alleged assault victim. Elicius didn’t reply
to requests for comment. Highgate said in a
statement that it had worked on a file in defense
of the ICC, but denied it was commissioned by
a government entity or aimed at discrediting any
individual.

The new witness statement is by a person fa-
miliar with that operation who requests ano-
nymity. We've reviewed it along with supporting
audio recordings. The statement was submitted
to the FBI to request an inquiry and is known to
several Members of Congress. It suggests the
private intelligence operation also sought to tar-
get two Americans: Tom Lynch, the senior ICC
official who first reported the assault allegation,
and Sen. Lindsey Graham. Several ICC officials
who became targets have been interviewed by
the NCTV, the Dutch counterterror agency, two
sources confirm.

In recordings, private investigators discuss
their intelligence operation’s connection to what
seems to be Qatar, which they call the “client
country.” In writing, one investigator instructs
others to say “client” to describe “Q country.”
Two sources familiar with the intelligence oper-
ation tell us Qatar was ultimately the client.

The witness statement says that a source of
Elicius’s had claimed—albeit without providing
evidence—that Israel’s Mossad believed Mr. Khan
to bea Qatari agent. This led the private intelli-
gence team to discuss the ICC prosecutor.

“I'spoke to the client about it,” the intelligence
operation’s manager is heard saying in an Aug.
5recording, “and they weren’t surprised that it
had leaked that they were wrapping their arms
around him.”

Around “KK”—Karim Khan—a researcher
clarified.

“It’'s not that long that they wrapped their
arms around him,” the manager continued, per
the recording and the witness statement. “It’s all
in the context of issuing the warrant. That was
basically the deal. He was like, ‘T want to issue the
warrant, but I'm terrified to do it.’ And they said,
‘if you do it, then we’ll look after you.”

The intelligence operation’s manager was
asked whether the support came from an indi-
vidual sheikh or from the Qatari state. He said,
“No, it’s the state.”

Alawyer for Mr. Khan says that neither the
prosecutor nor his team had any involvement in
such an intelligence operation. He adds, “Our cli-
ent was not offered or given (and would not have
sought or accepted) any ‘promise’ by any state
(whether Qatar or any other) to ‘look after” him
if he applied for the arrest warrants.” Mr. Khan
“never had any discussions with any Qatari offi-
cial prior to the warrants being issued.”

The Qatari embassy reiterated a November
statement calling the allegations “unfounded.”
The ICC Office of the Prosecutor said it is “deeply
concerned by the unverified allegations against
its personnel.”

The recordings show the private intelligence
team speculating about connections that Mr.
Khan’s alleged abuse victim, a subordinate ICC
lawyer and Malaysian Muslim, might have to Is-
rael or Jews. A June 3 recording has the investi-
gators discussing their research. The alleged vic-
tim “didn’t have a Jewish grandmother,” one
says, as if such a thing would matter.

They are also heard discussing whether she
could have a secret Israeli passport. This pass-
port theory was then raised in a June 6 tasking
document by Highgate to Elicius Intelligence
that we have reviewed. The Guardian reported
that the private investigators attempted to ac-
cess the alleged victim’s private travel history
and her son’s birth certificate, and uncovered
some of her online passwords. Highgate has de-
nied seeking this information.

T he trouble isn’t over for Karim Khan. He's

A witness statement
raises new questions
about the Gulf monarchy
and Karim Khan.

In a July 15 recording, a researcher claimed
that the alleged victim’s husband once worked for
a company that had a kosher-food subsidiary.
“There’ll be a rabbi associated
with it,” the operation’s man-
ager said on the recording. “It
could be good cover employ-
ment” for an agent.

Nothing came of these theo-
ries, but the intelligence firms
also entertained an alternate
hypothesis: What if the alleged
victim didn’t have a nefarious agenda but was
being manipulated by someone who did?

“Establish any ties between Thomas Lynch and
Israel / Jewish heritage,” the June 6 tasking docu-
ment said. A 10-page dossier on Mr. Lynch—the
American ICC official who was Mr. Khan’s right-
‘hand man until he reported the assault allegation—
was shared among researchers. It included a photo
of him and his family. “Anything else that you’re
getting on Lynch?” the intelligence operation’s
manager asks in the July 15 recording.

Briefing notes were shared among the intelli-
gence team in a document titled “Further context
on TL,” which we have reviewed. “Thin gruel,” one
investigator commented. The document alleged
that Mr. Lynch had built “close ties with Lindsey
Graham.” From this dubious premise it jumped
to a conclusion: “TL clearly has some sort of liai-
sonrole - perhaps it is not with the State Dept but
with e.g. Israel political lobby on the Hill.” The re-
searchers proposed to make this the focus of the
“second stage” of their investigation.

Ina Mr. Lynch dismissed the spec-
ulations of the intelligence firms and said their
alleged actions are “disturbing” and “cross all
lines of acceptable conduct.”

* * *

All the grasping at straws by the intel firms
led nowhere, according to persons familiar with
the operation. The firms found no evidence the
alleged victim was part of any Israeli plot. And
if anyone tried to manipulate her, the alleged vic-
tim says it was the ICC’s Mr. Khan.

“Think about the Palestinian arrest warrants,”
Mr. Khan told her, urging her to withdraw the alle-
gations, according to her U.N. testimony reported
by the Journal. She testified that Mr. Khan called
her to his hotel suite in New York and forced sex-
ual intercourse—the first of several alleged in-
stances. Mr. Khan denies any misconduct.

The UNs yearlong inquiry, whose summary we
have reviewed, found a “factual basis” for the al-
leged victim’s allegations and for allegations that
Mr. Khan retaliated against ICC staff. Witness ac-
counts of contemporaneous conversations with the
alleged victim were found to “lend support to her
claims.” The summary also noted that Mr. Khan
“would not confirm, in an interview, whether he had
‘'had a sexual relationship” with his accuser.

An ICC-commissioned panel of judges later
found that the U.N.’s evidence wouldn’t pass a
“beyond reasonable doubt” standard used in
criminal cases. In its summary, the panel also said
the disputed facts “do not disprove the allega-
tions of misconduct definitively.”

Itisn’t clear why the panel used that criminal
standard for an employment decision, and this
month the court’s governors made an “initial de-
termination,” two sources confirm, that Mr. Khan
may have committed misconduct and disciplinary
proceedings should advance. A source familiar
with the ICC says most states on its governing
body find it absurd that Mr. Khan could continue
leading the court after a U.N. finding against him
based on the preponderance of the evidence.

* * *

The claims in the witness statement and re-
cordings warrant investigation. If true, we don’t
know what it would mean for Qatar to “look af-
ter” Mr. Khan. But we’d like to know.

It was always egregious to indict Israel’s Prime
Minister and Defense Minister for the country’s
defensive war, which Hamas began. What the Nu-
remberg tribunal rejected after World War I—the
argument that the democratic defender’s bomber
pilots were equivalent to the totalitarian aggres-
sor’s death squads—Mr. Khan endorsed by seeking
to prosecute both Hamas and Israeli leaders.

In October 2024 these columns urged the ICC
to halt its anti-Israel proceedings and to investi-
gate Mr. Khan’s personal conduct and its role in
his sudden decision to seek arrest warrants on
CNN. That decision junked Mr. Khan’s own inves-
tigatory timeline, shocking his ICC staff.

Instead of stopping, the court issued the war-
rants. In 2024 we wrote that Mr. Khan’s conduct
had placed the ICC’s targeting of Israel “under
a cloud.” Now it’s raining.

The California Wealth Tax Advances

there is in California. On Sunday they

said they’ve gathered enough signatures
to place a wealth tax referendum on the Novem-
ber ballot, even as a new study shows it is likely
to result in less state revenue.

The proposed ballot measure would impose
a (supposedly) one-time 5% tax on individuals
with more than $1 billion in wealth. The tax
would hit nearly all of a billionaire’s assets in-
cluding trusts, as well as voting interests in a
company if that exceeds his equity stake. It ap-
plies to billionaires who were California “resi-
dents” as of Jan. 1 this year.

Billionaires are already leaving the state.
California Tax Foundation visiting fellow Jared
Walczak estimates in a new paper that “re-
ported departures already total $777 billion,”
and more “‘quiet departures™ that do not draw
media coverage” are likely this year since
“there are solid legal reasons to believe that the
initiative’s residency date and approach could

]P rogressives are testing how much ruin

be challenged successfully in court.”

By his estimate, the wealth tax exodus could
total $1.23 trillion and reduce annual state tax
revenue by $3.53 billion to $4.49 billion, mainly
from lower income-tax collections. He calculates
that “the net present value of these ongoing
losses outstrips the one-time revenue projected
by the initiative’s proponents effects.” That
means the tax will over time cost the state more
revenue than it raises because of out-migration
and slower economic growth.

In addition, he warns, “eroding existing tax
bases could amplify the perceived ‘need’ for
ongoing wealth taxation.” If voters approve the
tax, expect progressives to push soon to extend
it or reduce the wealth threshold at which it
hits. That’s the history of income tax hikes. The
referendum also lets the Legislature and Gover-
nor amend the tax, so Democrats won’t even
need voter approval. The wealth tax would be
the biggest act of economic self-sabotage in
U.S. history.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What’s Missing From Yale’s Reform Report

Regarding your editorial “Yale
Takes Itself to Reform School” (April
20): As the founder of the Buckley In-
stitute, which has been fighting for
intellectual diversity and freedom of
speech at Yale for the past 15 years, 1
was encouraged by the Yale Commit-
tee on Trust in Higher Education’s re-
port and President Maurie McInnis’s
response. While many education lead-
ers deflect, resist or hide behind po-
litical battle lines, Ms. McInnis should
be applauded for recognizing that the
problems of trust are serious ones
and for committing to take steps to
address them. The report even ac-
knowledges the Buckley Institute’s re-
search in numerous areas, including
our finding that Democrats outnum-
ber Republicans on the faculty by a
ratio of 36 to L

However not only is it all “nothing
but words if its recommendations
aren’t implemented,” as your edito-
rial notes, but two glaring omissions

in the report deserve attention.

First, in 2021 Yale eliminated the
process by which alumni could run
for a spot on its governing board by
petition. Alumni now only have the
illusion of choice in who guides their
alma mater. They select between
Yale’s hand-picked candidates whom
Yale prohibits from publicly discuss-
ing their views on issues. How does
Yale expect to earn back the trust of
the public if it doesn’t even trust its
own alumni?

Second, Yale’s DEI efforts aren’t
addressed. A recent Buckley Institute
report found there are over 200 DEI
staff still at Yale almost a year after
the university supposedly ended its
signature DEI program. Seventy-five
of those staff were given new titles
with less controversial terms. Yale
needs to confront rather than hide
from the legacy of these programs.

LAuren NOBLE
New Haven, Conn.

Finding More Choices for Schools in Florida

While “In Florida, Billionaires Open
Their Own Schools” (Page One, April
18) explores how the wealthy are devel-
oping more educational facilities across
South Florida, it is equally important to
consider supporting public-private
partnerships to fill this educational gap,
including learning environments that
consider those living with disabilities.

At Miami Lighthouse for the Blind
and Visually Impaired, we believe the
private sector’s role should focus on
expanding specialized access for all.
Through our Miami Lighthouse Acad-
emy, a first-of-its-kind model operat-
ing in a partnership with Miami-Dade
County Public Schools, early learners
benefit from a public-private model, in
which blind and visually impaired stu-
dents can learn alongside their sighted
peers. This collaboration enables and
supports all students to excel—adapt-
ing learning modalities to their spe-
cific needs, using advanced technol-
ogy, and employing specially trained
teachers alongside classroom educa-
tors. The effect is life-changing.

One of our lifelong participants, de-
spite total blindness, is graduating
from the University of Miami Frost
School of Music and transitioning on
full scholarship to the University of Mi-
ami School of Law. Stories like this
prove that when private expertise and
public resources join forces, we can
create true equity and opportunity. Our
partnership ensures that students, re-
gardless of family wealth, have access
to world-class specialized education.

True educational innovation is
found when we prioritize the unique

needs of our most vulnerable learners.
By fostering these collaborative mod-
els, we ensure that South Florida’s
growth benefits the entire community,
providing every child the chance to
see the future clearly.
VIrGmIA A. Jacko
President and CEO
‘Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and
Visually Impaired

Billionaires opening their own pri-
vate schools have been able to work
through local bureaucracies by buying
land, hiring lobbyists and building new
buildings. But most school founders are
passionate parents trying to build
something better for their children and
community. They don’t have the money
or experience to fight with city zoning
boards and building commissions.

‘We recently worked to support a
new state law that advances school
choice by implementing common-
sense regulatory reforms to make it
easier to open schools. The new law,
signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis on April
20, requires cities to treat small
schools as they would any other small
business and to allow them to open in
commercial zoning districts.

This change will increase the supply
of private schools for all parents look-
ing for the best option for their chil-
dren. Other states should take note and
adopt similar regulatory relief for fami-
lies, ensuring every child has access to
the best education for that individual.

Danny Aqua
Teach Florida
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Preserving Freedom Requires a Moral Compass

1 appreciate Matthew Continetti’s
expressing my concerns so clearly
with his op-ed “The Democrats Unify
Against Israel” (April 23). When there
were rallies on college campuses sup-
porting Israel’s enemies, I assumed
those involved were poorly educated.
They didn’t understand the unique re-
lationship between the U.S. and the
only democracy in the Middle East: the
bond of both shared moral values and
adversaries, radical Islamists pursuing
nuclear weapons. But when 40 out of
47 Democratic U.S. senators vote to
block the sale of bulldozers and bombs
to Israel, are they also ignorant of his-
tory? Or are they morally compro-
mised? Our democracy and values
need to be protected. To quote Ronald
Reagan, “Freedom is never more than

Who Would Be Afraid of IA?

Regarding Jason Riley’s “The Big-
gest Al Risk Is Foolish, Fear-Driven
Policies” (Upward Mobility, April 22):
Perhaps if Al had been more aptly
named IA (Intelligence Aid) it might
not have scared the pants off people.
“Artificial” has no positive connota-
tion. For various reasons, some will
lose their current jobs, but for the
masses Al hopefully will be more of
an aid than a scourge for a long while.

PAT SULLIVAN
‘Massillon, Ohio

one generation away from extinction.”
Freedom needs a moral compass. Has
the Demoeratic Party lost that guide?
ELLeN B. MILLER
Baltimore

Reading Mr. Continetti’s op-ed on
the Democratic Party’s anti-Israel
movement, I was reminded of how in
1930s Germany Jews were for the
most part complacent to their peril.
Now antisemitism is growing in Amer-
ica and amazingly in the party where
most Jews reside. Are we Jews in
America too complacent?

MARTIN WALDINGER
Scottsdale, Ariz.

The Eternal Golden Arches

Faith Bottum is right about cheese-
burgers (“In Defense of the
McDonald’s Cheeseburger,” op-ed,
April 23). Greasy, salty, chewy and—
as Richard Wilbur wrote of the po-
tato—“beautiful only to hunger,” they
simply taste good. (And the poet was
forgetting about McDonald’s french
fries.) McDonald’s plans to expand to
50,000 locations by next year. Even if
the world ever lost its taste for its
cuisine, and one store shuts down a
day, there would still be a few golden
arches around in the year 2160.

BaRRY GAULT
West Newton, Mass.
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“I don’t know how it happened either,
but I did have a great legal team
on retainer.”
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OPINION

When Rationalization Turns Deadly

By Jonathan Alpert

he shooting at the White
House Correspondents’
Dinner wasn’t random.
The alleged perpetrator
accompanied it with a
manifesto justifying his actions: “Do
you think that when I see someone
raped or murdered or abused, I
should walk on by because it would
be ‘inconvenient’ for people who
aren’t the victim?” he wrote. “In so
far as representatives and judges do
not follow the law, no one is re-
quired to yield them anything so un-
lawfully ordered.”
This reflects a pattern you see ev-
ery day in less spectacular form.
Nadja Spiegelman, an editor at
the New York Times, recently coined
the term “microlooting” to describe
acts of stealing from big corpora-
tions, such as shoplifting from
Whole Foods, and feeling justified in

The common thread that

ties a would-be assassin’s
manifesto to a journalist’s
excuses for ‘microlooting’

doing so. Ms. Spiegelman hosted a
podcast in which left-wing commen-
tator Hasan Piker said he’s “pro-
stealing from big corporations, be-
cause they steal quite a bit more
from their own workers” and be-
cause self-checkout systems antici-
pate theft.

The logic is familiar: Large com-
panies can absorb the loss; the sys-
tem is unfair; the harm is negligible.
The behavior recedes. The explana-
tion takes over.

I hear a version of this logic often
in my therapy practice. A patient sits
across from me and describes taking
something that wasn't his. There’s a

brief pause when I feel the
recognition—he knows he
crossed a line. Then the expla-
nation comes in, fast and
practiced: The company is ex-
ploitative. The system is
rigged. It evens things out. By
the time he’s done, the recog-
nition is gone. He doesn’t face
the guilt but explains it away,
reshapes it into something
easier to live with—and more
dangerous, because it feels
like clarity.

This isn't about theft. It’s
about how easily grievance
turns into permission—how
feeling wronged starts to look
like a reason to do wrong.

I see this more clearly when
1 ask a patient to stay with the
behavior itself—with what he
actually did. His tone shifts.
His explanation tightens. At
that point, he’s defending his
action.

This is what therapists call ratio-
nalization. It's more ial

Law- enforcement agents evacuate the

country—and the consequences of
that are tr of

than it looks. Once frustration is
aimed at a broad target—corpora-
tions, the wealthy, the system—it
starts to act like moral credit. Some-
thing was taken from me, so taking
something back feels less like a vio-
lation and more like correction. The
question quietly shifts from “Is this
right?” to “Who deserves it?” Once
it shifts, the answer usually follows.

And when a person is seen as
harmful, almost anything done to
him starts to feel justified. Thus the
Times gave Mr. Piker a forum to ex-
plain away the assassination of an
insurance executive: “Friedrich En-
gels wrote about the concept of so-
cial murder. And Brian Thompson, as
the United Healthcare CEO, was en-
gaging in a tremendous amount of
social murder. The systematized
forms of violence, the structural vio-
lence of poverty, the for-profit, pay-
walled system of healthcare in this

pain, tremendous amounts of vio-
lence, tr d of

That’s why pushing back on it rarely
works. At that point, it’s no longer
about logic. It’s about how people

deaths.”

‘What matters is how quickly this
spreads. When a behavior gets ex-
plained often enough, it stops feeling
like an exception and starts to feel
like something you can choose. It
happens gradually, one justification
at a time, until a line that once felt
obvious doesn't feel like a line any-
more. As that reasoning is re-
peated—especially by people with
large audiences—it starts to feel
normal. What once sounded like a
stretch no longer does. The language
smooths out, the argument grows
more confident, and the hesitation
fades. That’s how a private justifica-
tion becomes an accepted behavior.

What makes this powerful is that
it doesn’t feel like self-deception. It
feels like clarity—like dropping rules
that no longer seem to make sense.

see ]

Repeated mora] labeling plays a
role here too. When people are de-
scribed as

easy to ignore, but they’re real.

Missing in this is how selec-
tive this reasoning is. The
same people who argue that
corporations can absorb the
loss wouldn’t apply that logic
to people they know. They
wouldn't accept a friend taking
money from them because “it
evens out,” or excuse a col-
league cutting corners on
grounds that others do worse.
The principle holds only when
the target feels distant.

You see how this plays out.
i In places where retail theft
was treated as a low-level con-
cern, it didn't stay contained.
- What started as small, ratio-
nalized decisions developed
= into something pervasive and
hard to stop. One person
- doesn’t make much difference.
= The reasoning does. Once a
justification is out there and
starts to feel acceptable, it
lowers the bar for everyone else.

None of this is new. People have
always found ways to justify what
they want to do. What has changed
is how quickly it spreads—and how
confidently it is delivered. The gap
between izing that something

or illegitimate, it changes how ac-
tions against them are seen. For
most people, that language remains
mere language. But for someone
unstable, hearing it often enough
can lower the psychological barrier
to acting. It can begin to feel less
like a choice and more like a kind of
obligation.

Language plays a role in more ev-
eryday ways as well. Terms like “mi-
crolooting” soften the act, making
something plainly wrong feel quali-
fied and easier to defend. But the
harm doesn’t disappear. It moves—
to higher prices, to workers, and to
neighborhoods. Stores lock up basic
items, cut hours, or close. The ef-
fects are indirect, which makes them

is wrong and explaining it away has
narrowed.

Most people don't need to be told
that stealing, much less murder, is
wrong. The harder part is holding on
to that judgment when tempted with
a plausible and self-serving explana-
tion. It isn’t a failure of knowledge
but a failure of restraint. That’s the
real shift. Not just in what people
do—but in how easily they come to
believe it makes sense. The result
easily could have been deadly on
Saturday night.

Mr. Alpert is a psychotherapist
practicing in New York and Wash-
ington and author of “Therapy Na-
tion,” forthcoming in May.

Can Trump and King Charles Save the ‘Special Relationship’?

The world’s longest-
running  historical
irony, the “special
relationship”  be-
tween the U.S. and
the UK., will get a
few more twists this

EDITOR s

gé;’:‘ﬁgh King Charles III

Baker is here for his first
state visit, to join

Americans in kick-
ing off the celebration of the 250th
anniversary of their act of violent
sedition against his predecessor.
Again the reigning successor to
George II will be obliged to say
nice words about the men his an-
cestor would gladly have hanged
from the nearest tree. Again the
backdrop of the White House will
provide an awkward reminder of
the unpleasantness between the two
countries in 1812.

But there’s a contemporary and
more important irony. The British
government hopes the king's visit
will help repair some of the frayed
ties between the two countries’ po-
litical leaders. It’s no secret that
President Trump and Prime Minister
Keir Starmer are hardly close allies.
But the president’s admiration for

Charles is equally evident. For the
British the hope is that the trip will
exploit the modern irony that the
world’s most powerful republic finds
an old monarchy’s hereditary king
more congenial company than its
elected leader.

Mr. Trump is furious with what
he sees as insufficient British sup-
port for the Iran war. Mr. Starmer,
in classic desultory fashion, initially
said the U.S. couldn’t use American
bases there for offensive action but
later permitted some use. The pres-
ident is loathed in Britain; a recent
YouGov poll put his approval rating
there at 14%. Some of this is a re-
flection of divergent political cul-
tures (the British have never liked
Republican presidents), but the
odium also surely has to do with
Mr. Trump’s disdainful comments
about Britain (along with every
other U.S. ally).

Enter the king. Can he persuade
Mr. Trump and his compatriots that
Britain’s game is worth the candle?

Americans could be forgiven for
wondering what is the point of the
old country beyond some fine cos-
tume drama, a smattering of chal-
lenging golf courses, and a cheap
alternative for their children’s edu-

cation. Britain’s decline from global
superpower to minor-league strag-
gler shows no sign of stopping.
‘When Charles’s mother, Queen
Elizabeth II, came here to celebrate
America’s 200th birthday in 1976,
Britain was already in free fall, its
economy ravaged by stagflation, mil-
itant trade unions and fiscal inconti-
nence, its political leadership a tired,

The world’s most powerful
republic finds the elderly
monarch more congenial
than the prime minister.

bickering rump. After a brief eco-
nomic resurgence under Margaret
Thatcher and a briefer moment of
supposed cultural leadership (“Cool
Britannia”) under Tony Blair, Britain
has sunk back beneath the waves it
no longer rules. Its share of global
economic output has shrunk from 5%
half a century ago to 3% today. Even
this masks an accelerating collapse
in economic performance: Productiv-
ity has been stagnant for 15 years
(since well before Brexit), and per

capita output is below the poorest
American state.

The caricature of Britain as a
country in the grip of Shariah and
under the heel of an authoritarian-
ism that locks up citizens for saying
nasty things about it is a little over-
done. But there is no doubting the
cultural and political malaise. De-
cades of self-loathing multicultural-
ism, mass immigration, declining
birthrates and the elites’ systematic
degradation of national pride and
traditional values has produced a
nationwide anomie and rising popu-
lar discontent.

The truly shocking indicator of
decline is in Britain’s military capa-
bility. Mr. Trump was characteristi-
cally cruel when he derided the
Royal Navy’s vessels as “toy ships”
last month, but years of compla-
cency after the Cold War have re-
duced the number of warships in the
successor to Adm. Lord Nelson’s
fleet from more than 100 in 1976 to
only 25 today. The British army has
been cut to its smallest numbers
since the Napoleonic wars.

Arguably Britain’s strategic
value to the U.S. has declined be-
yond these numbers. Its leadership
has been characterized by utter

cluelessness for years. Having
voted to leave the European Union
and strike out on its own, it has
spent the past 10 years demon-
strating no idea of where it wants
to be or even where it is. The pro-
cession of prime ministers (six in
10 years) has been comical.

So what’s the point, your majesty?

As a native-born Englishman, I
will aver that Britain retains some
virtues. Its cultural output remains
peerless. It has the world’s greatest
universities. Its technology sector is
a sole economic bright spot—the
UK. is the third-largest market for
investment in artificial intelligence.
And Mr. Trump should remember
that allies—even ones in decline—
are useful to have.

But the king will surely appreci-
ate the irony: A man whose job is
to “do nothing in particular and to
do it very well,” in the words of
those great Britons Gilbert and Sul-
livan, must persuade a skeptical
America that his kingdom is more
than a place of regal pageantry,
glorious medieval castles, and the
never-ending entertainment pro-
vided by a soap opera of the
world’s most famously dysfunc-
tional family.

Negotiation Won’t End Iran’s Nuclear Threat

By John Bolton

neertainty hovers over negoti-
ations to end the Iran war.
President Trump should see
that diplomacy won't eliminate all
threats from Tehran’s regime. To
protect the interests of the U.S. and
its allies, the administration must
eliminate Iran’s nuclear menace and
destroy its terrorist capabilities and
capacity for economic extortion. That
can’t be accomplished with negotia-
tions—it requires regime change.
Terrorism and economic threats
aren’t Trump administration priori-
ties, and even discussions around nu-
clear weapons are too constrained.
The president’s narrow focus is on ex-
tracting Iran’s highly enriched ura-
nium (which he insists on calling “nu-
clear dust”). So doing would impede
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps, which has long directed Iran’s
nuclear program, but that is hardly
enough. Mr. Trump fears making a
deal similar to Barack Obama’s 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
and he should. That arrangement was
flawed, and Mr. Trump rightly dis-
carded it in 2018. Pursuing a latter-
day version will do no better.

Both the Obama and Trump ap-
proaches focus on the uranium-en-
richment path to nuclear weapons,
all but ignoring the plutonium path
Iran has pursued since firing up its
Bushehr reactor in 2010. Plutonium
can be reprocessed from the spent
fuel extracted from nuclear reactors.
Other authoritarian countries have
pursued similar strategies. Saddam
Hussein’s Osirak reactor was his pre-
ferred route to nuclear weapons be-
fore Israeli bombers destroyed it in
1981. North Korea used its Yongbyon
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reactor to produce plutonium, which
Pyongyang later supplemented with
a uranium-enrichment program.

Bushehr’s construction started un-
der the shah, with Russia largely fin-
ishing the physical structures in the
1990s. George W. Bush’s administra-
tion tried repeatedly to prevent Rus-
sia, which was also supplying fuel
rods, from actually making Bushehr
operational unless Iran guaranteed it
would return all spent fuel to Russia.
Some in the administration, includ-
ing me, urged that the better solu-
tion was Israel’s Osirak approach,
but that view didn’t prevail.

Once Bushehr launched, its accu-
mulating spent fuel amounted to
ever larger amounts of accessible
plutonium. Mr. Obama’s nuclear deal
glossed over this issue, relying on
Russian-Iranian commitments to re-
turn spent fuel rods to Russia and
barring Iran from reprocessing the
fuel for 15 years. Iran ignored these
provisions. Based on current Russian
estimates of spent-fuel levels at
Bushehr and International Atomic
Energy Agency estimates about the
reactor’s energy production, nuclear-
proliferation expert Henry Sokolski
estimates that Iran has enough plu-
tonium to make more than 200 nu-
clear weapons.

There is no justification for any
Iran deal that doesn’t eliminate both
the plutonium and the enriched-ura-
nium options for nuclear weapons.

There are further problems. Since
2015 there is every reason to worry
about Iran outsourcing some—or
even all—of its nuclear-weapons ac-
tivity to North Korea, which could
conduct its work hidden from view.
Tehran and Pyongyang have long co-

operated on both nuclear and ballis-
tic-missile capabilities. Both pur-
chased uranium-enrichment and
weapons designs from the infamous
Pakistani proliferator Abdul Qadeer
Khan (as did Libya). Both used Soviet-
era SCUD missiles as the basis for
their indigenous missile programs. In
Syria’s desert, North Korea con-
structed a clone of its Yongbyon reac-
tor that was almost certainly in-

pect of nuclear materials, the
greater Iran’s confidence to carry
forward a weapons program.
Although Israel over the years | has
d many Iranian scientists,
consxdelably slowing Iran’s nuclear
efforts, Tehran’s intellectual capabil-
ity hasn’t been completely extin-
guished. Critics of the U.S.-Israeli
strikes against Iran have raised pre-
clsely this point. “You cannot bomb
ledge out of " Se

tended for Iran's nuclear- ol
program, until the Israelis destroyed

Trump is repeating one
of Obama’s mistakes:
focusing on uranium and
ignoring plutonium.

it in September 2007. Cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Pyongyang isn’t
hard to understand: An oil-rich coun-
try wants nuclear weapons, and a
desperately poor country has deto-
nated six nuclear devices. Given their
long history of duplicity, broken
promises and obstructionism on nu-
clear matters, cooperation between
Tehran and Pyongyang shouldn’t be
permitted in any form.

Most important, the JCPOA didn’t
eliminate Iran’s intellectual capacity
to re-create nuclear-weapons efforts
in concealed locations. Instead, the
deal allowed Iran’s scientists and
technicians to continue gaining ex-
perience with nuclear technology
and the handling of materials that
aren’t only radioactive but also
highly toxic and corrosive. The
greater the familiarity with any as-

Chris Murphy (D., Conn.) said.

Exactly the same could be said
about Saddam Hussein’s Iraq after
the first Gulf War. United Nations
weapons inspectors destroyed Irag’s
nuclear program, and there was no
evidence in 2003 that Iraq had cen-
trifuges spinning. Nonetheless, Sad-
dam had sustained his team of some
3,000 nuclear scientists and techni-
cians who could have re-created
Iraq’s capability. These “nuclear mu-
jahideen,” as Saddam called them,
posed a continuing threat.

That’s why in Iran today, as in
Iraq earlier, regime change is the
only long-term solution. Even if to-
day’s Gulf war wasn't initially
launched to depose the Iranian re-
gime, that outcome remains the
most certain path to prevent re-
newed Iranian nuclear proliferation
and end its terrorism and economic
blackmail. Making a deal with Teh-
ran’s current leadership won’t turn
out differently than in the Obama
years. In Iran, the new boss is al-
ways the same as the old boss.

Mr. Bolton served as White House
national security adviser, 2018-19,
and is author of “The Room Where It
Happened: A White House Memoir.”
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Erwin Chemerinsky
The dean of the law school at the University of
California, Berkeley.

RESIDENT TRUMP’S war with Iran

is almost certainly illegal: Congress

hasn’t declared war or authorized it by

statute, and it wasn’t precipitated by
an imminent attack or a national emer-
gency. If the war continues through Friday
without congressional approval, it will
clearly be illegal, having passed the 60-day
threshold and the 48-hour notice period that
the president is given, under the War Pow-
ers Resolution 0f 1973, to conduct this kind of
military operation.

Whether you support or oppose this war
— or, as Mr. Trump has called it, this “excur-
sion” — time will be up. And it is the obliga-
tion of the federal courts to say so.

The resolution, often called the War Pow-
ers Act, was adopted during the Vietnam
War. It applies when American troops are
engaged in hostilities or in situations in
which hostilities are impending — such as
during this war with Iran.

Despite Mr. Trump’s saying, on Thursday,
“Don't rush me” regarding the war’s time-
line, the actrequires that the president with-
draw our military from participation in hos-
tilities after 60 days unless Congress has de-
clared war, has authorized a 60-day exten-
sion or is physically unable to meet as a
result of an armed attack against the United
States. The president can extend this by 30
days if he certifies to Congress in writing
that an “unavoidable military necessity” re-
garding the safety of our armed forces re-
quires it.

The Iran war began on Feb. 28. For these
purposes, the clock started running on
March 2, when the president formally noti-
fied Congress of his military action against
Iran. Congress has not declared war or done
anything to authorize the war, and its refus-
alto do soin no way constitutes the requisite
approval to continue the conflict — the War
Powers Resolution doesn’t come with a
check box for opting out.

If the president and Iran’s leaders don't
reach an agreement to end the war before
the deadline, every indication is that Mr.
Trump and the Republican majorities in the
House and Senate will ignore the act. To try
to justify continuing the war, there’s a good
chance they’ll come up with some new form
of legal-sounding double talk. If that’s the
case, it will be left to the courts to uphold the
law. Suits should be brought, including by
service members and by members of Con-
gress, to enforce it.

Unfortunately, recent efforts to enforce
the act have been dismissed by the courts as

‘ COLUMNIST | DAVID FRENCH ‘

Meet the New
Leader of the
Free World

A REMARKABLE THING has happened on the
world’s battlefields. Ukraine — a nation that
was supposed to dissolve within days of a
Russian invasion — has fought Russia to a
stalemate, revolutionizing land warfare in
the process. It has become an indispensable
security partner in the Western alliance, in-
cluding in the war against Iran.

Now, Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine's
president, is taking the next step, one that
would have been unthinkable even as re-
cently as 2024. By word and deed, he’s show-
ing Europe and the world how the post-
American free world can preserveits liberty
and independence. This is what happens
when, as Phillips Payson O’Brien wroteina
piece for The Atlantic, “Kyiv appears to
have given up on the United States.”

Ifthatis true — and it looks as though it is
— it may be worse news for the United
States than it is for Ukraine.

Events on the ground and in world capi-
tals are moving so quickly that it's hard to
keep up. First, the strategic situation in the
Ukraine war seems to have changed. Last
week, Mick Ryan, aretired Australian major
general and one of the most astute analysts
of the war, wrote that Ukraine has largely
stabilized the front line in eastern Ukraine,
deepenedits coalition, isolated Russia diplo-
matically and developed an indigenous
arms industry that makes it less dependent
on external support.

It’s no longer accurate to think of Ukraine
as a desperate underdog; it's becoming an
independent power. Even as it fights for its
life against Russia, it’s reportedly reaching
defense deals with the Gulf states and with
the United States — and this time it's
Ukraine that’s providing military assist-
ance.

In February 2025, President Trump
mocked Zelensky in the Oval Office, “You're
not in a good position. You don’t have the
cards right now,” Trump said. In April 2026,
Ukraine has enough cards left that it's shar-
ing them.

‘This might be difficult for many readers to
grasp — given our nation’s longstanding
military supremacy — but the largest and
most battle-hardened land force in the West-
ern world may well be the Ukrainian Army.
While the precise numbers are classified,
the Atlantic Council estimated in 2025 that
Ukraine had roughly a million men and

Federal judges
must check
the presidents
power fo use
military force.

Ehe New York Times

By Weeks End, Trumps War Will Be Pl

involving political questions that they can-
not decide. For example, in Crockett v. Rea-
gan, in 1982, a Federal District Court dis-
missed a lawsuit by members of Congress
that U.S. military assi: to
El Salvador. In Doe v. Bush, in 2002, a Fed-
eral District Court dismissed a suit to enjoin
President George W. Bush from invading
Iraq. The court said that the issues raised
were political questions “beyond the au-
thority of a federal court to resolve.”
Kucinich v. Obama, in 2011, challenged
America’s military actions in Libya as vio-
lating the act and the Constitution. A Fed-

DAMON WINTER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

eral District Court dismissed the case.

These decisions make meaningless Con-
gress’s war powers. In the face of congres-
sional inaction, and without judicial enforce-
ment, there are realistically no checks on
the president’s ability to unilaterally wage
war. If the federal judiciary, up to and includ-
ing the Supreme Court, won't uphold its re-
sponsibility here, it will nullify our Constitu-
tion’s design that two branches of govern-
ment should be involved when our country
goes to war.

The courts haven't always been so reluc-
tant. The Supreme Court decided several

women under arms, the vast majority of
whom serve in the ground forces,

America’s total force is larger than
Ukraine’s, but to put the size of Ukrainian
land forces in perspective, the combined
size of the U.S. Army and Marine Corps is
around 620,000. It's also worth noting that
the U.S. forces have much less combat expe-
rience than Ukraine’s forces — especially
‘when it comes to combat with a great power.

No one should minimize Ukraine’s man-
power issues (more recent estimates place
its total number of active troops well below
the million-body peak) or the fact that it has
no nuclear weapons and Russia has thou-
sands. But its army is still vast, and its mili-
tary is the only Western force that has fully
adapted to modern drone warfare. Indeed,
Ukraine is arguably the world’s leader in
drone warfare.

Rapid change isn't occurring just in
Ukraine. Other developments across the
Western alliance show that European na-
tions are working with shocking speed to
free themselves from dependence on Amer-
ica.
France is expanding its nuclear arsenal
and increasing its defense spending. It is
even changing its nuclear doctrine to allow
it to deploy nuclear-armed aircraft outside
France.

Germany has approved a plan to spend up
to a trillion euros on defense and infrastruc-
ture. It has also set the goal of creating the
strongest military in Europe by 2039 (ironi-
cally enough, the 100th anniversary of the
German invasion of Poland).

Canada is enacting its own defense budg-
et increases — with the added twist that it
will be spending far less money on Ameri-
can weapons.

This decision mirrors larger European
and allied trends. Our allies are increasing
their defense budgets and decreasing their

on American V.

All of this is taking place after news re-
ports that Denmark had been prepared to
blow up airfields in Greenland if its fellow
NATO member, the United States, at-
tempted to invade.

Given these developments, is it any won-
der that Zelensky has proposed a new de-
fense arrangement for Europe if America
keeps stepping back — an alliance between
E.U. nations, plus non-E.U. powers like the
United Kingdom, Norway, Turkey and
Ukraine?

THERE ARE READERS who will welcome these
developments. Good, you might think. Eu-
rope should take primary responsibility for
its own defense.

But there is an immense difference be-
tween allies who step up to contribute their
fair share to a cooperative alliance and na-
tions that engage in a military buildup to re-
place American power, which they nolonger
trust.

I don’t think Americans fully appreciate
the extraordinary cost of Trump’s bluster
and blunders.

It should go without saying, but once you

threaten to invade an allied country, you
don’t just place the existence of the alliance
in jeopardy; you raise the possibility of al-
lies turning into mortal enemies. You can
also trigger the kind of insecurity and
scramble for power that contributed to the
start of World War I.

In practical terms, it’s hard to see how
alienating American allies puts America
first.

There’s certainly no military benefit.
Americans have spent the last several
weeks watching our president dismiss our
European allies as irrelevant, then rage at
them for not helping American forces re-
open the Strait of Hormuz.

By launching the war against Iran with-
out seeking the help of (or even consulting)
our European allies, we lost potential access
to their advanced fighters and frigates, as
well as to France’s carrier battle group. In
this context, there is no such thing as addi-
tion by subtraction. We are not stronger
when there are fewer forces that will deploy
to our aid.

There’s no fiscal benefit, either. This may
sound overly basic, but it needs to be said: If
you break faith with your allies, you can’t
count on them to come to your defense. And
that means you have to spend more money
to maintain the same level of deterrence.

That’s exactly what Trump is planning to
do; he has submitted a roughly $1.5 trillion
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Zelensky is
showing nations
how to survive
the decline of
U.S. leadership.

ainly [llegal

cases arising from the Quasi War, an unde-
clared naval war with France between 1798
and 1800: In Talbot v. Seeman (1801), the
court emphasized the importance of Con-
gress’s involvement in any type of war. Chief
Justice John Marshall wrote that the “whole
powers of war” were vested in Congress. In
Little v. Barreme (1804), the court held that
even during wartime the president cannot
authorize actions that violate acts of Con-
gress.

In the Prize Cases, the Supreme Court
considered the constitutionality of Abraham
Lincoln’s blockading Southern ports in 1861.
In a narrow 5-to-4 decision, the court ruled
that although the president cannot initiate
war, as the commander in chief he could
meet an armed rebellion with force. It did
not, however, question its own authority to
rule on a president’s war powers.

The notion that courts cannot enforce
constitutional and statutory provisions con-
cerning war powers has no historical foun-
dation, Nor is there any basis for arguing
that the War Powers Resolution is unconsti-
tutional as an infringement of the presi-
dent’s powers as the commander in chief.
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution grants
Congress the power “to declare war, grant
letters of marque and reprisal, and make
rules concerning captures on land and wa-
ter.” That last phrase has immediate and ob-
vious relevance when it comes to our mili-
tary blockading or boarding ships in the
Strait of Hormuz.

The Constitution’s framers unquestion-
ably intended that the power to use military
force lay with Congress. During his presi-
dency, George Washington wrote, “The
Constitution vests the power of declaring
war with Congress, therefore no offensive
expedition of importance can be undertaken
until after they shall have deliberated upon
the subject, and authorized such a meas-
ure”

Yes, presidents control the execution of
wars, but they don't decide whether to take
the country to war. While in Congress,
James Madison wrote, “Those who are to
conduct a war cannotin the nature of things,
be proper or safe judges, whether a war
ought to be commenced, continued or con-
cluded.”

The courts should simply hold that the
War Powers Resolution requires the presi-
dent to end our involvement in the war with
Iran unless and until Congress authorizes it.
This shouldn’t be — and isn't — different
than any other injunction on any adminis-
tration to comply with the law. Mr. Trump
might disregard such an order. But thatisn't
areason for the federal judiciary to abandon
its duty to enforce the law.

budget request for the U.S. military, a stag-
gering 40 percent increase from this fiscal
year.

HISTORY HAS ITS HINGE POINTS, and here is
one: On Friday night, Feb. 25, 2022,
Volodymyr Zelensky released a brief video
from Kyiv. He told the people of Ukraine that
the government had not fled to safety in the
West and that it intended to stand and fight.

“We are here,” Zelensky said. “We are in
Kyiv. We are protecting Ukraine.”

When I visited Ukraine in 2023, I spoke to
Ukrainian soldiers who told me that state-
ment sent a jolt of electricity through
Ukrainian lines. From that moment, they
knew they would not surrender; they would
stand.

In hindsight, that decision hasn’t just
changed the course of Ukrainian history. Its
ripple effects are extending across the
globe.

Here's another hinge point: the night of
Nov. 5, 2024, when the American people re-
turned Trump to the White House. It’s now
clear that Trump’s second term will cause
generational damage to American alliances.

Given that Americans saw how Trump be-
haved in his first term and put him back in
power anyway, it’s fair for Europeans to con-
clude that the rift isn’t with Trump alone; it’s
also with a critical mass of Americans.

The European nations don’t have the lux-
ury of blaming Trump’s re-election on infla-
tion and the border — or presuming that the
Western alliance will be safe once Trump is

gone.

One of Trump's most likely heirs, JD
Vance, is arguably even more hostile to the
Western alliance and Ukraine than Trump
is. After all, Vance recently said that one of
the things he’s “proudest” of is the adminis-
tration’s decision to stop buying weapons
for Ukraine. How can we be trusted as an
ally if only one political party is committed
to fulfilling our commitments?

For the foreseeable future, America’s al-
lies will reasonably fear that they may be
one election away from abandonment and
betrayal.

Politics abhors a vacuum. When America
stepped back, other nations were bound to
step forward.

‘While America is still the world’s most
powerful nation and it remains (for now) in
NATO, it is rapidly forfeiting its role as the
leader of the free world. And while we have
certainly made mistakes in that role, we did
lead the NATO alliance to victory in its gen-
erations-long confrontation with the Soviet
Union. And we did so without treading into
another catastrophic world war.

But you cannot threaten the free world
and lead it at the same time. No nation can
match American might, but for the first time
in my adult life, the moral and strategic
heart of the defense of liberal democracy
doesn’t beat in Washington. It doesn’t beat
in London or Paris or Berlin or Ottawa, ei-
ther. It’s in Kyiv, where a courageous leader
and a courageous people have picked up the
torch America has dropped.
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The Democrats Premature Elation Trap

Frank Bruni

A contributing Opinion writer who was on the
staff of The Times for more than 25 years.

OR Democrats, the good news just
keeps on coming.
Did I just write that? I'm in shock
that I had legitimate cause to. That it's
true. The party ended 2024 in such profound
devastation and stumbled through so much of
2025 in a daze that I'd begun to wonder if it
were operating under a cosmic hex, never
again to feel a flicker of hope, a tickle of joy.
But here we are. Virginia voters just passed
aredistricting plan that could net the party an
additional four House seats in November. It
answers, tit for tat, Republican gerryman-
ders elsewhere. Even before that hopeful, joy-
ful turn, political analysts were abuzz with
how increasingly friendly to Democrats the

BEN WISEMAN

polling average as of last week, just 34.3 per-
cent of voters had a favorable view of the
Democratic Party while 57.0 had an unfavor-
able one. The comparable numbers for the
Republican Party were 37.7 and 56.1. Mean-
time, despite all of Trump's troubles, 40.3 per-
cent of voters approved of the job he’s doing
while 57.8 disapproved, according to Real
Clear Politics.

“Every time people tell me, ‘Well, Trump is
getting less and less popular, and his approval
ratings are so low; I say, ‘Yeah, and national
Demaocrats are even lower,” Senator Elissa
Slotkin, Democrat of Michigan, told Politico’s
Playbook earlier this month. “So when there’s
a binary choice, we still don’t come out win-
ning on those comparisons.” That means the
party cannot follow the script it did in 2024,
cannot assume that an anti-Trump posture
and message are enough and must attend to
its cultural disconnect from many voters. Its

midterm political was shaping
up to be. My Times colleagues Emily Coch-
rane and Reid J. Epstein reported last week
that the Democratic Party was expanding its
midterm ambitions to red House districts
that it discounted before. In an article the fol-
lowing day, my Times colleague Nate Cohn
explained why the Democrats’ designs on a
Senate majority, once wishful, were now real-
istic.

President Trump may not be Jesus, but he's
performing a resurrection — of the Demo-
cratic Party. It's enough to give an agnostic
like me religion.

But there’s always doubt, and mine arises
from the dangers of overconfidence. With the
president at peak derangement, with former
compatriots such as Tucker Carlson swear-
ing off him, with tacky monuments rising,
with prices refusing to fall and with the coun-
try lurching ever closer to the edge, how
could Democrats not start to think that the
midterms are in the bag? They have a surfeit
of reasons for optimism, which means I have
grounds galore for dread. The party could
face a premature elation problem.

To ward that off and make sure that they
don't snatch defeat from the jaws of victory,
Democrats should keep these warnings in
mind:

Voters still dislike them. A lot. By some
measures, voters remain more sour on Dem-
ocrats than they are on Republicans or on
Trump. According to the Real Clear Politics

Flipping Congress is a
real possibility, with some
important caveats.

fortunes have risen without its reputation be-
ing restored — and that leaves it vulnerable.

Not all elections over the past six or so
months — and not all data — point to a
swelling blue wave. Yes, Democrats romped
in November in the elections for governor in
New Jersey and Virginia. In December, vot-
ers in Miami elected a Democratic mayor for
the first time in nearly 30 years, and she beat
a Trump-endorsed Republican by about 19
points. And in January, voters in a Texas dis-
trict that Trump won by 17 points in 2024
elected a Democrat to the State Senate; that
candidate won by about 14 points.

But Democrats’ margin of victory in the
Virginia redistricting vote last week was only
about three percentage points. Recent polls
that ask voters which party they generally
support or would prefer to have control of
Congress show Democrats with a lead of only
about five percentage points. That’s a smaller
advantage than the one they held before the
congressional elections in 2018, midway
through Trump’s first term in the presidency,
and it's underwhelming in the context of usu-
al midterm pendulum swings and all the mis-

deeds, messes and melodramas of Trump’s
current term. Democrats still have plenty of
persuasion to do.

The map isn’t kind to Democrats. Gerry-
mandering and the country’s polarization in
general mean that there aren’t that many
competitive states or districts, and the Demo-
cratic path to a Senate majority allows for few
if any mistakes. The party needs to flip four
seats while losing none that it currently
holds, two of which are in states — Georgia
and Michigan — that Trump won in 2024.
There are only two states obviously ripe for
flipping: North Carolina and Maine. If Demo-
crats go four-for-four in Georgia, Michigan,
North Carolina and Maine, they still need to
score two upsets. They're looking at Ohio,
Alaska, Texas and Iowa. The terrain is tough
and its real promise unknowable.

There’s zero assurance of party unity. The
grave stakes of Republican control of Con-
gress during the remainder of Trump’s term
have not exactly eliminated Democratic in-
fighting and elevated common purpose
above individual ambition. In the Senate race
in Michigan, the bitterly fought three-way
Democratic primary could result in Abdul El-
Sayed — arguably the riskiest of the candi-
dates — prevailing over two rivals who are
splitting and thus dispersing moderate Dem-
ocrats' votes. The Democratic primary in the
Senate race in Texas, where James Talarico
beat Jasmine Crockett, turned remarkably
ugly. The tension between the party’s pro-
gressive and moderate wings is thick. To suc-
ceed in November, Democrats in key places
are going to have to put aside potential disap-
pointment with a party nominee who's not a
mirror of their preferences. Can they? Will
they?

The money picture is mixed. While some
Democratic candidates in important races
have amassed war chests much bigger than
those of their Republican rivals, Republicans
have had more fund-raising success than
Democrats when it comes to party commit-
tees and super PACs, and Trump's super PAC
is its own fund-raising juggernaut. The Dem-
ocratic yearning for control in i
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The Frightening Night at a Washington Gala

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Confusion and Fright
Among Guests” (front page,
April 27):

‘We saw another tragic exam-
ple of political violence at the
White House correspondents’
dinner. Oh my God, somehow
we need to turn this around.
Political differences cannot and
should not be resolved by
violent assault and killing.

Liberals, moderates and
conservatives may disagree,
but many of us have far more
in common than we may recog-
nize in terms of our fundamen-
tal perspective on right and
wrong behavior.

1 hope and pray that Ameri-
cans can find a way to bridge
the political gap and work
together more creatively to
solve our social, cultural, politi-
cal and economic problems.
PATRICK FRANK
ASHEVILLE, N.C.

TO THE EDITOR:

After all of these years watch-
ing our children running and
hiding in terror from gunmen,
maybe, just maybe, watching
the politically powerful crawl
and hide under tables in abject
terror in the Washington Hilton
ballroom will sway these same
officials to finally enact gun
control measures to help stop
this insanity.

JUDITH DOROSIN

LASELVA, CALIE

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “After Shooting, Online

Rumors Filled the Void of

Information” (news article,

April 27):
Following the White House

doesn’t show up on the midterm election’s
balance sheets. The party is in danger on this
front.

The redistricting battles aren’t done. While
Democrats’ success with new maps in Cali-
fornia and Virginia has arguably neutralized
Republicans’ success in Texas, North Car-
olina and Missouri, Florida has yet to speak,
and its Republican governor, Ron DeSantis,
has pledged action this week to improve the
party’s midterm prospects there. While it’s
unclear that he can do so, his maneuvering,
along with pending court decisions, under-
scores the uncertainty about which party will
ultimately come out ahead in the frenzy of
gerrymandering.

Trump could have some very, very dirty
tricks up his sleeve. Let us not forget that he
tried to overturn the results of the 2020 presi-
dential election. He continues to thunder
about imposing new restrictions on voting by
mail and taking other measures that are obvi-
ously intended to suppress the Democratic
vote total. And he has shown a willingness to
exert executive authority where predeces-
sors didn’t and to explode norms that fore-
bears obeyed. We have no clue and can't
make any assumptions about what he might
do to spare himself a Congress under Demo-
cratic control. That’s the terrifying truth.

I'm increasingly bullish on Democrats’
standing, despite all of the caveats I just laid
out. But to protect themselves from Trump’s
potential schemes, Democrats may have to
generate enthusiasm and turnout well be-
yond whatever burden they’d normally con-
front. These aren’t normal times. Do the old
analyses apply?

Visible Abs and the Millennial Midlife Crisis

Jessica Grose

An Opinion writer for The Times, covering
family, religion, education, culture and the way
we live now.

HENEVER I hit the leaderboard at

Orangetheory Fitness, I post the tri-

umph to Instagram stories with the

same caption: “My midlife crisis is
going great!” This is the most mortifying col-
lection of words I have ever written, but it is
my truth.

Midiife crises are not the universal experi-
ence that they are often made out to be; one
needs a pretty high base line of financial and
personal stability to have the luxury of a life-
altering freakout or anew obsession. But lam
now firmly in my mid-40s and have observed
that my peers are greeting this decade of our
existence in a few specific ways.

The varietals of the millennial midlife crisis
according to social media are: spiritual (an
ayahuasca journey, getting into near-death
experiences or starting sentences with “Asan
Aquarius ™), relational (divorce or
polyamory), material (throwback crisis and,
inadvisable in this economy, fancy car or
boat), and physical (running a marathon, get-
ting into power lifting, bragging about your
Orangetheory wins).

I can't speak to the first three manifesta-
tions of discontent, but I can provide a couple
of explanations for why many of us are choos-
ing to spend our free time and precious ex-
pendable income battling it out at feats of ath-
letic performance like Hyrox, a punishing fit-
ness competition where the average athlete
is a 35-year-old woman.

The biggest one is probably the pandemic
hitting just as we were cresting into peak
adulthood. Covid forced us to touch the hot
stove of mortality. This most likely led some
of us to adopt healthier habits. About 50 per-
cent of Americans 35 to 49 met the C.D.C.
guidelines for aerobic activity — think run-

ning, walking or swimming — in 2024, This is
above the average for all generations, and
greater than for older generations. The fed-
eral guideline is defined as at least 150 min-
utes of moderate-intensity or 75 minutes of
vigorous-intensity aerobic exercise or some
equivalent combination of the two per week.

It’s tough to make an apples-to-apples
comparison with Gen X and boomers at the
same age because of the broad age ranges the
C.D.C. breaks groups into, and I couldn’t tell
whether it used the same methodology over
time, but there are other bits of data that sug-
gest millennials are very into working out, in-
cluding the popularity of different kinds of ob-

stacle course competitions, like Tough Mud-
der and Spartan Race, and an increased de-
mand for marathons. Millennials aiso spend a
greater proportion of their money on well-
ness, compared with older generations.

But a quest for better health is not the
whole story. The cliché about my generation
is that we have no work ethic because we
were raised with participation trophies for
everything. This has always struck me as in-
correct. There are just so many of us millenni-
als, the echo of the baby boom, clawing for
what feels like a diminishing set of opportuni-
ties. We have always been somewhat cut-

We all have
to face the
limits of our
aging bodies.

throat.

ROGER KISBY FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

corr ! dinner on
Saturday night, the media are
not talking about the Iran war,
the Jeffrey Epstein files, Presi-
dent Trump’s plummeting
approval ratings or all the
horrible things members of the
cabinet are doing.

This makes many wonder.
While there is no evidence
documenting that the assassi-
nation attempt was fake, it is
easy to see why some people
suggest that it was. Just imag-
ine having a president who
would do this.

The fact that we even won-
der is a sad commentary on our
lack of trust in those in power.
Is it possible that Mr. Trump’s
behavior has made us all con-
spiracy theorists?

To be clear, my point is not
that the assassination attempt
was fake, but that this kind of
rhetoric abounds, putting us in
a dangerous place — believing
that a president would do al-
most anything to avoid ac-
countability.

RICHARD CHERWITZ
CAMAS, WASH.

TO THE EDITOR:
The armed attack on the White
House correspondents’ dinner
must be condemned by every
American regardless of politi-
cal persuasion.

Despite the presence of

many security agents to ensure
the safety of the president and
guests, a gunman was able to
simply run past the security
post. While he was stopped
before the ballroom door, it was
an abject failure of security.

Yet Todd Blanche, the acting
attorney general, is on national
TV programs claiming that the
system worked because the
president wasn’t harmed. If
that’s the measure of a success-
ful security operation, Presi-
dent Trump had better never
leave the White House again.
ROBERTS. CARROLL
STATEN ISLAND

TO THE EDITOR:
Re “After Security Scare, Presi-
dent Demands Approval for
His Ballroom” (news article,
April 27):

We have learned to take so
many things President Trump
says or does with a mountain of
salt. We may be forgiven if the
lack of public process and
planning for a structure not
only to replace the East Wing
of the White House but also to
dwarf the residence makes us
highly skeptical, while the
edifice complex evident in the
sketches released so far ought
to repulse not only architects
but all citizens as well. That
said, the need for some secure
and right-sized structure for
large public events is overdue.

1 produced televised concerts
on the South Lawn of the White
House for five administrations,
of both parties. I was as ner-
vous as the Secret Service was.

Presidents shouldn’t be
prisoners in their own home,
but staging as many large
gatherings as possible within a
more secure location makes
sense. Let’s argue the architec-
ture, not the need.

DALTON DELAN

WESTPORT, CONN.

The writer was an executive
producer of “In Performance at
the White House."

TO THE EDITOR:

During the news conference
after the third attempt on the
life of President Trump, he and
other officials repeatedly and
emphatically expressed their
gratitude and respect for law
enforcement.

While I agree that these jobs
are dangerous and require
bravery and selflessness, [
could not help but recall Jan. 6,
2021, when the president of the
United States sat quietly in his
dining room watching violent
rioters breach the Capitol
building and overwhelm,
wound and traumatize the
vastly outnumbered Capitol
Police.

The president not only re-
fused repeatedly to intervene
against the mob he had incited,
but the clemency he provided
to 1,500-plus rioters on the first
day of his current term cer-
tainly did not reflect support
for law enforcement.

DOROTHY TIERNAN
AUSTIN, TEXAS

Because we came of age just as social me-
dia debuted, we continue to be keenly aware
of what our peers are doing. We don’t want
trophies merely for participating; that's in-
sulting and we’re not stupid. We want tro-
phies for crushing the competition. We want
to put in maximum, earnest effort and then
also be publicly rewarded for that effort.

Being extremely fit as you enter the back
half of your life is both a literal and a meta-
phorical flex. It tells people that you have the
leisure time to devote to hours a week at the
gym, even if you have other pressing respon-
sibilities. In the past few years, as the use of
GLP-Is like Ozempic and Wegovy has be-
come widespread, the body as status symbol
has gone beyond thinness. If you are rich
enough or have good enough insurance, you
can buy weight loss, but defined triceps re-
quire work.

And yet. Sometimes when I am sweating it
out on the treadmill, closely monitoring my
heart rate and speed, I am dragged back
down to this mortal plane. What's the point of
all of this running — what am I running from?
Why do I need an audience of thousands on
Instagram to applaud my athletic perform-
ance? What emotional void is this filling? T
still feel vaguely pathetic about sneaking a
peek at my neighbor’s machine to see how

fast she is going, just to make sure I'm

slightly faster.

At some point you have to face the limits of
your aging body’s abilities, and consider
whether some of that time and money would
bebetter spent doing something less self-cen-
tered. Basic fitness is important for every-
body so that our bodies function well, but this
is something else.

On the other hand, there’s a raffle going on
at my Orangetheory studio that would grant
the winners entry into the eight-day New
York City Hyrox competition starting next
month, which involves 50,000 other psychos
and is already sold out.

Should I buy a raffle ticket?
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Chicago police Officer John
Bartholomew, shot to death on
Saturday by a suspect while he was
in custody, should be alive today.

The alleged shooter, 26-year-
old Alphanso Talley, was ordered
detained Monday by Cook County
Circuit Court Judge Luciano
Panici. Talley is accused of murder
and attempted murder, among
numerous other charges, in the
death of Bartholomew, 38, and the
grave wounding of his 57-year-old
palétner, who hasn’tbeen identi-

ed.

As Assistant State’s Attorney
Mike Pekara described the scene
in court Monday, Talley, who'd
been captured and arrested early
Saturday in the suspected armed
robbery of a Family Dollar store
in Albany Park, was taken by
police at his request to Endeavor
Health Swedish Hospital in the
Lincoln Square neighborhood. At
the hospital, while in custody and
guarded by the two officers, Talley
was uncuffed to prepare foraCT
scan after which he reached under
ablanket, pulled out a handgun
and shot Bartholomew in the head
and his partner in the face, the
prosecutor said.

Talley then fled naked from the
hospital and soon was recaptured.
Buta Chicago police officer was
dead and another was critically
wounded.

How Talley had access to the
gun after being in the custody of
officers and subject to a metal-de-
tecting search by hospital person-
nel remains mysterious. Clearly,
he shouldn’t have possessed a
weapon in those circumstances.
Those questions will need to be
answered in due course.

But we wish to address another,
broader concern underscored
by this tragedy. There clearly are
far too many like Talley who are
subject to arrest and wandering
our streets freely for weeks, if not
months after warrants are issued.
‘We've raised alarms before about
Cook County’s apparent systemic

EDITORIALS

Slain police officer would still be alive but for
our broken system of enforcing arrest warrants

Police officers in the 2600 block of West Winona Street watch the scene where a shooting suspect was
located at a building near Endeavor Health Swedish Hospital after he shot two officers on Saturday in
Chicago. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

issue with enforcing conditions
of release for those charged with
violent crimes. Recent horrific
tragedies have demonstrated the
urgent need to improve Cook
County’s process for enforcing
‘warrants, too.

In Talley’s case, there were
three outstanding warrants for his
arrest when he allegedly robbed
the Family Dollar store with an
accomplice, who remains at large.
Cook County Circuit Court Judge
John Lyke Jr. had issued a warrant
for Talley’sarrest on March 11
after Talley failed to appear in his
courtroom on charges of carjack-
ingand armed robbery, according
to the public-safety reportingblog
CWBChicago.

That was six weeks before
Saturday. We don’t know what
attempts were made in that inter-

vening period to enforce the
warrant for Talley’s arrest, but we
do know they weren’t sufficient.

Wereally can’t think of any
decent reasons for Talley to be
roaming the city on Saturday. His
arrest should have been ahigh
priority. Carjacking and armed
robbery aren’t minor offenses,
and Talley had alengthy criminal
record. Additionally, the Illinois
Department of Corrections had
labeled Talley an absconder for
failing to abide by parole condi-
tions. By virtually any reasonable
definition, Talley posed a danger
to the community.

Bartholomew isn’t the first
recent high-profile victim to
lose his life to someone with an
outstanding warrant. On March 19,
Loyola University freshman Sher-
idan Gorman was shot dead while

at the lakefront in the early-morn-
ing hours with friends. The man
charged with the killing, Venezu-
elan migrant José Medina, was
subject at the time to an outstand-
ing warrantissued in September
2023 for a shoplifting charge.

Both of these killings are brutal
tragedies for the families and
friends of those lost.

For Chicago, the shocking
crimes are noteworthy contrib-
utors to its tattered national
reputation — fair or not — for
being unsafe and for criminal-jus-
tice policies perceived as being
concerned more with the rights of
those accused than the interests of
those victimized.

Cook County Chief Judge
Charles Beach IT, who took over
that office late last year, in late
January instituted reforms of

the county’s electronic monitor-
ing system, which had become
asource of intense controversy
after a series of violent crimes
committed by those awaiting trial
on charges of committing other
violent crimes but who were
permitted to be confined at home.
Electronic monitoring has
become a flashpoint since Tlinois’
enactment of the 2021 SAFE-T
Act, which made us the nation’s
first state to eliminate cash bail. As
it pertains to violent crime, the law
made judges’ opinions the only
real safeguard against the commis-
sion of additional crimes while
the justice system runs its course

- after charges are filed. Those who

judges deem not to pose a threat to
public safety generally are allowed
certain times during the week to
attend to personal business and
otherwise are ordered confined

at home, with those conditions
enforced via electronic monitors.

The juryisout on Beach’s
reforms, which is understand-
able since they’ve been in effect
for not quite three months and he
still is hiring more personnel to
strengthen electronic-monitoring
enforcement.

Butwhat seems absolutely clear
inboth the Talley and Medina cases
is that Cook County’s system for
enforcing warrants isn’t working.

A Chicago police officer is dead
and another is fighting for his life
as we write. The system failed
them, just as surely asit failed
Sheridan Gorman.

It’s not too much to ask that
those who don’t show up for court
hearings — particularly those like
Talley who are accused of violent
crimes — face timely consequences
for failing to do the bare minimum
while the system permits them to
walk free amongus.

Much as last year’s crisis around
electronic monitoring called for
Beach’s rapid intervention, so too
must county officials immediately
overhaul our process for enfore-
ing court warrants.

Everyone hates taxes. That doesn’t mean you can skip them

Maybe you don’t like the war
‘with Iran. Perhaps widespread
Medicaid fraud has you
questioning our massive federal
government’s ability to manage
sprawling budgets. Or perhaps,
like many folks in blue cities that
faced ICE and Border Patrol
surges in Trump’s second term,
you don’t want your tax dollars
underwriting these actions.

This is not anew phenomenon.
Taxes at nearly every level are
painful, and governments — from
the city of Chicago to the state of
Tllinois to the federal government
— like to spend. Big.

None of that changes the
bottom line: The IRS still expects
its check.

‘We were fascinated by a

broader trend — covered locally
by the Chicago Sun-Times and
nationally by outlets including
CNBC and The New York Times
— of people turning the humble
1040 into a form of civil disobedi-
ence,

“Taxation is theft” is typically
Libertarian-coded, aview that
carries deep skepticism about the
wisdom, efficiency and trustwor-
thiness of government’s ability
to spend our money better than
we would ourselves. We suspect
many folks who voted for Pres-
ident Donald Trump do not like
paying taxes. Perhaps they even
have this slogan taped to their rear
bumper.

But the voices featured in these
stories lean progressive — people

who generally support amore
active government, but object to
how this particular one is spend-
ing their money.

One Harvard-educated
Chicago attorney profiled in the
Sun-Times story said she paid her
state taxes but not what she owed
the federal government, instead
setting aside roughly $10,000ina
savings account. That’s a calcu-
lated risk, and one more acces-
sible to someone with financial
flexibility and legal expertise than
to the average taxpayer. For most
Americans, fines, wage garnish-
ment or worse are too bigarisk
to take.

A representative from the
National War Tax Resistance
Coordinating Committee shared

how his group trains people on
the best ways to protest taxes,
including using loopholes to
lower their income enough —
“roughly $16,000 for an individ-
ual” — that they won’t owe any
federal taxes.

Fair enough. But isn’t this,
atleast in spirit, what many on
the left criticize when wealthy
taxpayers find ways to avoid
paying more?

‘We understand the instinct
behind “tax resistance.” We've
longresisted what we see as bad
tax policy, such as the graduated
income tax push back in 2020 or
the “mansion tax” 0of 2024, which
we opposed as wrongheaded
ideas dressed as ways to soak the
rich that would in actuality punish

small business and folks across the
income spectrum.

We commiserate with those
who bristle at funding waste, bloat
or policies they oppose. In that
sense, this moment is almost clari-
fying: It’s your money, and govern-
ment spends it whether you like
itornot.

You can protest how your tax
dollars are used. You can press
your lawmakers for a different
approach. You can support candi-
dates who reflect your priori-
ties and hold them accountable
once they're in office, You can
argue about how much should be
collected in the first place.

But unless you're prepared for
the consequences, you don’t getto
simply opt out.

ON THIS DAY 116 YEARS AGO GIVE THE DATE

The proposed requirement that foodstuffs placed in cold stor-

age shall be dated seems to worry the warehousemen as much asit
pleases consumers. When the views of middlemen and consumers
clash about a matter of this kind those of the latter should prevail.

The ot ofthe warek to this legislation is that it
would be mere catering to what they call the whims and fancies of
consumers. It is said that they would pass by an egg which had spent
restful and improving months in cold storage and give the preference
to one just laid; that they would not buy salmon of last year’s pack if
they could get some put up this year, and that they would be ruled by
asillyidea that poultry, unlike wines, does not improve by keeping.
The buyers, it is alleged, would slight the more antique goods and
take the up to date ones unless, indeed, an inducement were held out
to them in the way of lower prices. That is an inducement which sell-
ers are loath to hold out. It would cut into their profits.

The consumer is not the notional fellow the warehousemen
would make him out to be. Long keeping does impair the quality of
mostarticles. They lose flavor, and some of them are apt to develop
unpleasant peculiarities. A correspondent in yesterday’s Tribune told
of the physical anguish he underwent after eating sardines which
had become morose and enemies of mankind through long impris-
onment.

Letus lay down a principle: It is that the person to whom any arti-
cle is offered by the retailer is entitled to full, accurate information
concerningit. Ifitbe a coat, he has aright to know whether itis all
wool or part cotton. If it be salad oil, he has a right to know whether
itwas pressed from olives or cotton seed. Ifit be a chicken, he has a
right to know how much time has gone by since its neck was wrung.

Some of his rights have been secured to him by pure food legisla-
tion. A law requiring cold storage goods to be dated would secure him
another right. Then if he bought musty eggs and poultry as tasteless

because of age as basswood chips he would do it knowingly.

Tribune editorial board, April 28,1910

EDITORIAL CARTOON

X@Ramireztoons

MICHAEL RAMIREZ
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OPINION

I was a Chicago police officer. I saw firsthand
how arbitrary curfews won’t stop teen takeovers

By Louis Martinez
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Back in the day, our version ofa
teen takeover was the annual egg
fights on Halloween. Teens from
different neighborhoods roamed
the streets to pummel one another
using eggs as ammunition. The
risks were maybe getting stopped
by a police officer or two. The
reward was asmall taste of free-
dom and neighborhood pride. Asa
police officer working Halloween,
patrollingin a cruiser splattered
inyolk, I found delight in crack-
ing the eggs of the new generation
of egg throwers. It was the least T
could do.

Today, teens are no different
from any other generation, still
searching for freedom and the
thrill of playing chicken with
authority. Egg throwing faded
away. Teen takeovers didn’t.

The impulse hasn’t changed.
‘What has changed are the plat-
form, the scale and sometimes the
consequences. That’s exactly why
the response has to be smarter.

Today’s teen takeovers are
spontaneous swarms fueled
by Instagram and TikTok. The
disruptive behavior includes
fighting, destruction of property,
injuries and sometimes fatalities.
Cities are responding, In Atlanta,
police increased presence across
the metro area, responding to a
planned horized gathering

Chlcago police establish a presence on North Avenue Beach after word spread about the possibility of a teen takeover on April 13.

that resulted in 14 arrests and the
recovery of 10 firearms. In Wash-
ington, D.C., officials implemented
ajuvenile curfew zone near Navy
Yard, and the teens simply went
elsewhere.

That last detail matters. Because
it gets to the heart of what curfews
actually accomplish.

Mayor Brandon Johnson won't
even callita takeover. He calls
ita “teen trend.” Words matter
inpolicy. If you can’t name the
problem, you can’t solve it. But
the solutionisn’t to swing to the
other extreme either. The Chicago
Fraternal Order of Police presi-
dent calling the mayor a coward
doesn’t keep asingle teenager
off the street. The answer lies
somewhere between denial and
outrage, and that’s exactly where
this conversation needs to go.

‘When I wasapolice officer,
curfews rarely came up in conver-
sation among officers. When they
did, the process was simple: We
carried a card, wrote down the
violator’s information and either
drove the younger ones home or
filed the card at the station. It was

aquota system more than asafety
strategy.

Parents were almost never held
accountable. And honestly, what
would accountability even look
like? Impose a fine on a family
already living under the poverty
line? That solves nothing.

Tknow this from both sides of
the equation. Once, whenTwasa
teenager, a police officer brought
me home for being out past
curfew. I begged him not toring
the doorbell. He didn’t.

And you know what? Evenifhe
had rung the doorbell, T still would
have gone out the next night. I
still tried to outsmart the police.
Because that’s what teenagers
do. The curfew didn’t change
anything. The fear didn’t change
anything, What changes teenagers
isn’'t punishment alone; it’s some-
thing worth staying home for or
someone worth listening to.

Even Johnson acknowledged
it: “All of the data indicates that
setting arbitrary curfews —
they don'’t lead to any positive
results” Charlotte Gill, a crimi-

ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

nology professor at George Mason
University, confirmed the same;

in some cases, crime actually
increased during curfew hours.
Curfews apply to all minors,
including those coming home
from work, school events or visits
with friends. They risk increas-
ingunwarranted police contact
and disproportionately affecting
certain neighborhoods. They treat
the visible problem, large crowds,
rather than the root cause.

The same overreaction that
sends young people into the
justice system over minor infrac-
tions is exactly what cities risk
when they treat every teen gather-
ingasacriminal enterprise. I saw
this firsthan

Iremember stopping an
18-year-old while inalicense
plate-reader cruiser. He was driv-
ingastolen car but claimed an
acquaintance had lent it to him,
unaware it was reported stolen.

upgraded it to a felony.

In court, the error was obvi-
ous to everyone. When the case
was called, the defense attor-
ney stunned the courtroom by
announcing her client would
plead guilty. The judge intervened.
Clearly and compassionately, he
explained to the young person that
aguilty plea would leave a felony
on an otherwise cleanrecord.

The courtroom held its breath.
Everyone was rooting for this kid
to walk out the door.

He pleaded guilty anyway.

One bad decision. One over-
charged case. One permanent
mark on ayoung life. Thatis what
overreaction costs.

Johnson is right that young
people need support. But support
without structure isn’t compas-
sion; it’s abdication. The ques-
tion isn’t whether to punish or
support. It's whether we’re will-
ing to do the harder work of both.

The keys were in the ignition. Chicago already has models that

I knew immediately this was work. Programs suchas READI
The assistant Chicago combine cogn behav-

state 's attorney disagreed and ioral intervention with i

employment for high-risk individ-
uals. Cure Violence deploys credi-
ble messengers, often former gang
members, to interrupt conflicts
before they escalate. Communities
Partnering 4 Peace puts peace-
keepers on the streets precisely
when and where they’re needed.
These aren’t theories. They're
evaluated by the University of
Chicago Crime Lab and credited
with reducing violence in target
areas. The city doesn’tneed to
invent asolution. Itneeds to scale
the ones already working.

Before we treat every teen gath-
eringas a threat, we should ask: Is
this an epidemic or a trend? The
response to each should look very
different. And getting that wrong
has consequences that last far
longer than any Halloween egg
fight.

Louis Martinez is a retired
Chicago Police Department officer
and criminal justice professor at
Oakton College. He is the author
of “The VmIenlEram A Study in

Neurocr
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Indiana is taking action on foreign influence

By Joe Gebbia Sr.
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Indiana has shown the nation
how to protect citizens from
foreign adversaries at the state
level.

This leadership follows a
congressional report showing
foreign adversaries are actively
influencing American academia —
shining a spotlight on Indiana and
Purdue University, in particular,
asboth amodel for reformand a
case study in risk.

The report, issued in Septem-
ber by the U.S. House Select
Committee on China, which
focused on the threat posed by
the Chinese Communist P:

(CCP), commended Purdue for
prohibiting funding from foreign
adversaries and clearly outlining
ormation security, intellectual
property protection and travel
restrictions. However, the report
also outlined ongoing university
risk, warning that Purdue “main-
tains considerable faculty-level
engagement with Chinese institu-
tions.” Purdue employs 16 visiting
faculty from China, and another
six professors are on sabbatical
in China. Further, some of these
visiting faculty members are asso-
ciated with the Chinese govern-
ment agency responsible for
developing new military weapons
ual-use — military and civil-
ian — scientific research.
The report esaclear

People move about campus at Purdue University on Oct. 8,2020, in West Lafayette, Indiana. ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

sities, procurement systems,
land markets and even political

reality: Foreign adversaries are

p Thatis why the Indi-
ana General Assembly’s recent

active and i American
academia. But the threat extends
off campus. Foreign adversaries
suchas the CCP use a wide range
of tools to project influence inside
the United States, from academic
partnerships and intellectual
property theft to land acquisi-
tion, supply chain leverage and
political lobbying. This warfare is
sophisticated, persistent and often
difficult to detect.

For years, much of the responsi-
bility for addressing these threats
has been left to Washington. Still,
the Purdue example makes clear
that many vulnerabilities exist
at the state level — in univer-

passage of Senate Bill 256 is so
significant and worthy of recog-
nition.

Senate Majority Leader Chris
Garten, R-Charlestown, authored
the bill, and Rep. Matt Commons,
R-Williamsport, sponsored it
in the House — legislation they
described as setting the “gold
standard for American sover-
eignty” Credit s also due to Gov.
Mike Braun for his leadership in

country. The legislation recog-
nizes that protecting Hoosiers
requires a proactive, state-based
response to foreign influence.

The new law establishes a
foreign agent registration require-
ment, ensuring individuals
acting on behalf of hostile foreign
governments cannot operate in
the shadows. This is a founda-
tional protection, rooted in trans-
parency; policymakers and the
public deserve to know if foreign
agents are attempting to shape
decisions in their state,

Italso strengthens protections
around sensitive technology and
state contracts, limiting access

supporting and signing this bill
into law.
With over bipartisan  forc

support, Indlana enacted one of

tied to foreign
adversaries. As Chma contin-

themostc
level national s security laws in the

uesto
embedded in everyday technol-

ogy, the risk of back doors and
vulnerabilities grows. This applies
to consumer devices such as
computers and cameras, but even
more critically to government
systems that handle sensitive data.
The law also blocks state
resources from flowing to entities
tied to foreign terrorist organi-
zations, increases oversight in
higher education by requiring
greater transparency around
foreign students and research in
sensitive fields —a direct response
to the risks highlighted in the
Purdue report — and restricts
foreign land ownership by adver-
sarial nations, addressing growing
concerns about strategic acquisi-
tions near critical infrastructure.
In short, this omnibus state
security bill addresses the full

spectrum of threats — both covert
and overt — from foreign adver-
saries.

Passing laws like this is why I
started State Shield —legislatures
and city halls are the new front
lines in the war against foreign
adversaries. While Indiana has
taken a huge step, the reality is
our adversaries continue to adapt
their tactics, and other states
should take note. The threats we
face are not confined to Wash-
ington. Protecting America now
starts in the states, and Indiana
has shown the nation what canbe
done.

Joe Gebbia Sr. is founder of State
Shield, a nonprofit that advances
policies to counter foreign
influence.
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OPINION

Will King Charles’ visit help soften
the animus between the US and the UK?

Daniel DePetris

King Charles IIT is Donald
Trump’s opposite in every
way. The former is a master of
protocol: Everything he does
daily is scripted to a T. The latter
despises a script, hates giving
formal speeches and prefers to
ad-lib in front of his supporters.
Due to his bloodline and
role of the monarchy in British
life, Charles rises above the fray
of Britain’s increasingly bitter
politics. Trump, meanwhile,
relishes partisanship and uses it
to his advantage.

This week, the unlikely pair
are meeting fora second time in
less than a year while Charles is in
‘Washington for a multiday state
visit. His itinerary includes the
usual goings-on for a head of state
—asymbolic speech to Congress
one day and a visit to chat with
9/11 families in New York the next.
Pomp and circumstance will be on
full display as one might expect.
Even so, the monarch will have
some work to do on this side of
the pond. Job No. 1: Use the gravi-
tas of the British royal family to
chip away at the animus that has
bedeviled the U.S.-United King-
dom relationship since the begin-
ningof the year.

Although it would be an exag-
geration to say that the so-called
special relationship is falling.
apart, ties between the kingdom
and its former colony are certainly
atalow ebb. The U.S.and UK.
have clashed over everything from
energy policy and trade to NATO
and the status of Greenland, the
large ice-covered Danish territory
that Trump at one point threat-
ened to seize by force. Trump,
who has immense respect for the
royals but very little for the Brit-
ish politicians actually running
the country, has taken aliking to
lumping the UK. in with “woke”
European states that have, in his
view, turned a once-great conti-
nentinto a hellscape overrun by
migrants, crime and windmills.

Itdidn’t start out this way.
During Trump’s first year, Brit-
ish Prime Minister Keir Starmer
emerged as one of the few govern-
ment heads on his side of the
Atlantic who could manage the
mercurial American president,
particularly on Ukraine, where
Trump has long wanted to cut
adeal with Russian President
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Vladimir Putin. Trump constantly
referred to Starmer as a leader
who was doingagood jobina
tough position. The two reached
atrade agreement last May, a rela-
tively short negotiation that was
far less painful than the trade talks
the White House had with the
European Union.

But the 2-month-old warin
Iran has driven the relationship
into lower depths. Wedged in
between a war in the Persian Gulf
that he chose to fight but which
he’s having trouble extricating
from and oil prices 50% higher
than they were earlier in the
year, Trump has taken to bash-
ingthe UK. for beingno better
than those hapless Europeans.
‘Trump expected the British to
make their air bases in the region
available for U.S. bombers, but
Starmer’s government rejected
those requests. London’s decision
to change tack and allow U.S. mili-
tary aircraft to use British bases
for defensive strikes against Iran
along the Strait of Hormuz didn’t

satisfy Trump; he apparently
believed that Starmer would keep
his concerns to himselfand follow
Washington's lead like then-
Prime Minister Tony Blair did in
Iraq two decades before.

Things have further devolved.
Trump repeatedly has implied
that Starmer is a modern-day
Neville Chamberlain who really
has nothing to offer the United
States.

Starmer, now one of the most
unpopular politicians in the UK.,
has used Trump’s bellicosity to
his advantage. Standingup to
Trump is a surefire way to earn
decent ratings from members
of the British public, who have a
highly negative view of the Amer-
ican leader. Starmer is no longer
acting as the amiable pushover;
he’s now the bold-faced Brit stick-
ingup for UKs national inter-
est. During successive interviews
and sessions in the House of
Commons, Starmer consistently
has argued that he won’tbow to
Trump’s pressure tactics by send-

ing the UK. armed forces to do
battle with the Iranians.

He's also getting louder in his
criticisms of U.S. policy. “I'm
fed up with the fact that fami-
lies across the country see their
bills go up and down on energy,
businesses’ bills go up and down
onenergy because of the actions
of Putin or Trump across the
world,” Starmer told British tele-
vision earlier this month. It’s not
an unsubstantiated complaint;
the International Monetary Fund
has assessed that the UK. is more
exposed to energy supply disrup-
tions in the Middle East in relation
to other advanced economies, and
it cut its growth forecast for the
British economy as aresult. For
Starmer, whose future as leader of
aprogressively rudderless Labour
Party is now atrisk, these projec-
tions are about as helpful as ahole
in the head.

The negativity surrounding
Trump’s war of choice in Iran can’t
be chalked up to simple ideologi-
cal divides between left and right

either. Kemi Badenoch, leader

of the right-wing Conservative
Party, at firstapplauded the U.S.
and Israeli bombing campaign
against the Iranian regime. Butas
the economic costs have gotten
more pronounced, she has come
to criticize the Trump adminis-
tration for the lack of a coherent
plan and for leaving the region

in a mess. Even Nigel Farage,
who considers Trump a personal
friend and whose Reform UK.
Partyis the closest Britain has to
Trump’s MAGA movement, has
given Starmer credit for refusing
tobecome an active belligerent in
the conflict.

King Charles, therefore, has his
work cut out for him. It’s a thought
thatwill no doubt linger in his
mind as he dines at the White
House and poses for pictures with
lawmakers at the Capitol.

Daniel DePetris is a fellow at
Defense Priorities and a foreign
affairs columnist for the Chicago
Tribune.
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Linking shooting, NYC tax plan
Regarding the Tribune Edito-
rial Board’s recent attempt (“New
York Mayor Mamdani was wrong

to target Griffin,” April 26) to
connect the shooting at the White
House Correspondents’ Associ-
ation Dinner to New York Mayor
Zohran Mamdani’s tax proposal,
the board seems to have ablind
spot for how public figures oper-
ate and how they can be discussed
in the public square.

Ken Griffin has gone out of his
way to tellus how much he paid/
contributed to Chicago while
he was here. He is no stranger to
telling us how much money he
has and complaining about how
much money he pays in taxes. He
cannot put out this information
for public consumption to make
his point, then have the Tribune
Editorial Board get mad on his
behalf when someone uses that
same information to make his or
her own.

Tam curious where the Tribune
Editorial Board’s outrage is with
U.S. Rep. Chip Roy’s legislation,
known as the MAMDANI Act?
Thatbill would denaturalize
U.S. citizens who have social-
ist, communist or other Marx-
ist-aligned thoughts, whichisa
clear attack on the First Amend-
ment’s freedom of thought, not
unlike the dinner, which was an
attempt to attack and intimidate
the freedom of the press. This
seems like a stronger parallel to
make than whatever the editorial
board tried to do.

— Kelly Hayes, Chicago

The safer life of a billionaire

T'mstill puzzled by the recent
editorial linking the shooting at
the White House Correspondents’
Association Dinner with Mayor
Zohran Mamdani’s push fora
pied-a-terre tax in New York City.
Can readers expecta follow-up
clarifying what that connection
mightbe?

Incidentally, one doesn’t have
tobelieve in “social murder” to
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suppose thata duly elected offi-
cial such as Mamdani might use
ahigh-rise building that contains
one of many homes owned by a
billionaire as a backdrop to publi-
cize amild new tax. The building
isonapublic street.

The Tribune Editorial Board
repeats the line of Griffin’s lieu-
tenant that this stunt could
“torpedo” thousands of jobs to
be created by a proposed Citadel
redevelopment project.

Isn’t Griffin, not Mamdani, the
one with his finger on the red
button here? If Griffin is as benef-
icent as the board takes him tobe,
why would he threaten to aban-
don this project so capriciously?
Does he really expect us to sympa-
thize with him? Does the board?

The truth is that anyone in Grif-
fin’s bracket — the president and
Gov. JB Pritzker included — lives
aninfinitely safer life than the
restof us. It’s amazing what even
$1billion will do for one’s health,
physical safety and peace of mind.
The copays are a peach!

It’s unreasonable for billion-
aires to expect that no one should

be allowed to know where they
live (some of the time). Butit’s
understandable that they don’t
want to be shot dead in the street.

Since the editorial board has
drawn such needed attention to
“the dangers faced by prominent
wealthy individuals” these days,
Thave anidea that should ensure
Griffin’s safety and gratify his phil-
anthropic interests at the same
time.

He should getrid of almost all
his money. He could leave himself
$999 million — about one-fiftieth
of his net worth — and rejoin the
salt of the earth. One advantage of
this plan is that Mamdani could
not tax him so much.

And if Griffin really wants to
be safe on the street, he could
use some of the money to build a
special monument, with inno-
vative architectural features
and maybe a reflecting pool. It
would be dedicated to the heroic
patience with which Americans
have tolerated billionaires like
him for so very long.

Some will say this is amore
extreme idea than just puttingup

with the pied-a-terre tax. Safety
first, though, for our wounded
wealthy.

— Andrew Holter, Chicago

Faith leaders’ leftist ideology

Asalongtime lapsed Catholic
struggling to regain my faith later
in life, Isadly confess that I find it
an increasingly difficult task with
the likes of radical priest Michael
Pfleger and fellow clerics putting
their 1960s-bred leftist ideology
on full display in columns such as
Sunday’s “With God on our side,
we must fight against this admin-
istration’s unholy warfare”

Itis one thing to criticize the
current administration’s foreign
and domestic policy; it is quite
another to claim that God is on
one side of the U.S. political spec-
trum while demonizing another.

To accuse the White House of
engaging in “a white Christian
crusade” with an “unabashed
threat of genocide” for its morally
justified effort to rid the world of
anunhinged Iranian regime that
denies the first Holocaust while
promising the second may play
well with Pleger’s leftist friends
as they retreat to their tax-free
citadels to sip their wine and drink
their tea.

Butitis hardly a way to win
over converts to Catholicism or,
indeed, even Christianity, much
less to encourage or to inspire
those of us who first began drift-
ing away from the church in the
*70s because of the increasing
political activism of leftist priests.
(The charge of “opportunism,
nepotism and sexual exploitation”
plays particularly poorly given
the Catholic church’s own poor
record in these areas this past half
century,)

Yes, as Pfleger and his co-writ-
ers observe, the devil can quote
Seripture for his own purpose. So

perhaps they should take to their
own hearts Pope Leo XIV’s recent
admonition, “Woe to those who
manipulate religion and the very
name of God for their own ... gain”
rather than to invoke aging folk
singer Bob Dylan’s “with God on
our side, we won't fight the next
war®

Sadly, the nation witnessed
once again Saturday eveningat
what should have been the White
House Correspondents’ Associa-
tion Dinner what happens when
unhinged heated rhetoric stirsup
hatred for one’s political oppo-
nents.

Perhaps Pfleger would be well
advised to stick to his faith and his
flock and to render unto Caesar
what is Caesar’s, rather than to
continue to pontificate from the
pulpit — or even the paper.

— David Applegate, Huntley

Money raised for Trump library

In Sunday’s paper, Clarence
Page writes that the Southern
Poverty Law Center has been
indicted on allegations that it
engaged in a massive fraud oper-
ation to deceive donors, enrich
the organization and hide its
deception from the public (“Is
the Southern Poverty Law Center
indictment about fraud or some-
thing more sinister?”). Just last
week, news organizations relayed
information that a nonprofit
fund that has raised money for
Donald Trump’s future presiden-
tial library has faced scrutiny over
its closing and the whereabouts
of the more than $60 million that
was raised.

Was the money returned to the
donors?

There are laws that all citizens
need to follow. No one is above the
law. The American people deserve
to know.

— George Nedic, Mundelein
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