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D
isaster struck Nepal on Wednesday after
a �ash �ood ravaged the Himalayas and
foothills. As of Thursday, at least 359 pe-

ople including several foreign tourists, had died,
while at least 300 Indians remained missing. Sa-
tellite imagery analysed by global agencies, in-
cluding the Indian Space Research Organisation,
points to a glacier collapse or ice-rock avalanche
in Tibet, possibly followed by a temporary river
blockage and its sudden failure. An earthquake
was initially suspected, but evidence has not
borne it out. While the immediate �ood wave has
passed, there are warnings of possible secondary
�ooding from debris blockages upstream. There
has been extensive damage along the Bhote Koshi
and Trishuli corridors, with settlements washed
away and hydropower and monitoring infras-
tructure damaged. Nepalese authorities said 35
motorable and 45 suspension bridges and about
40 kilometres of roads had been damaged.

Given that it is the monsoon, north India and
the larger Himalayan regions are under the in-
�uence of a powerful Western Disturbance. It
would thus not have been unreasonable to attri-
bute the �oods to these extratropical storms that
can cause clouds to collide with mountains and
release enormous quantities of rain at short not-
ice. But the ubiquity of satellites is helping esta-
blish a more complex picture, pointing to col-
lapsing glaciers and recalling the October 2023
South Lhonak Lake disaster in Sikkim. There, an
eponymous Himalayan glacier suddenly gave
way, releasing millions of tonnes of water, debris
and rock that pulverised Sikkim’s largest hydro-
power project. Subsequent analysis showed that
the resulting Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)
had been years in the making. The Indian Hima-
layas have nearly 7,500 glacial lakes and about
15,000 glaciers, some monitored through remote
sensing. Yet, fully assessing their condition re-
quires site visits, di�cult because these lakes lie
in inhospitable terrain while expeditions are gen-
erally feasible only from July to September. Even
with satellite monitoring, accurately forecasting a
glacier collapse remains exceedingly di�cult —
and can be counterproductive if warnings trigger
panic among residents who, often because of ha-
bit or lack of alternatives, are unlikely to move
out of harm’s way. Dams and hydropower pro-
jects in such terrain are often among the �rst ca-
sualties of these natural outbursts, which are in-
creasing amid global warming. Beyond relief and
rescue, governments must enforce construction
codes, discourage settlements and large projects
in known vulnerable zones, and invest in better
tracking of glacier health. Such monitoring can
feed long-term disaster planning into develop-
ment programmes. A tragedy is frequently not
the result of a conspiracy but the product of pas-
sive neglect; the latter can be addressed.

Danger from above
Natural outbursts in hilly terrain are

rising amid climate change

N
ot too long ago, India’s �re accidents typ-
ically occurred in industrial facilities,
large o�ces, mass gatherings, �recracker

units and railway compartments, caused by faul-
ty machinery, weak safety procedures and care-
less use of �ammable materials. While these risks
persist, what has got added to the country’s poor
record in �re safety in the last 15 years or so is re-
sidential buildings, hotels and hospitals, especial-
ly Intensive Care Units (ICU). Electrical �res now
seem predominant, often caused by increased
appliance use, overloaded electrical systems and
poor maintenance. ICUs are especially vulnera-
ble with their oxygen-rich environments. This
month, back-to-back accidents at neonatal ICUs
in Amravati, Maharashtra, and Chhindwara,
Madhya Pradesh, claimed the most vulnerable:
newborn babies. The Amravati �re was put out in
30 minutes, but the smoke was too much for the
three babies admitted because of complications.
A faulty ventilator is suspected to be the cause. In
the NICU at Chhindwara District Hospital, a short
circuit in a warmer triggered a �re and three ba-
bies, just days old, su�ered burns. Over the past
15 years, ICU �res, including the one in Jhansi in
2024, in which 18 newborns died, have not
served as a wake-up call. The Amravati �re
shared many features with previous incidents.

Perhaps the best way to respond to these new-
age �res would be to treat ICU accidents as a dis-
tinct category. ICUs are sealed compartments
where smoke �lls up very quickly. In an NICU,
where patients cannot self-evacuate, evacuation
drills are essential. A best-case setup would have
three independent exits, with at least two allow-
ing horizontal evacuation, automatic sprinklers,
independent power lines for large equipment,
oxygen cylinder bed supports, and �re drills ev-
ery two years. A well-designed ICU also locates
oxygen outlets away from sockets. Following a
Delhi NICU �re, the National Neonatology Forum
called for mandatory �re safety certi�cation for
NICU-equipped hospitals, regular power audits,
analogue addressable alarms, and an evacuation
protocol — now RACE or Rescue, Alarm, Con�ne,
Extinguish/Evacuate. The 2026 National Guide-
lines on Fire and Life Safety in Healthcare Facili-
ties can be a useful starting point for ICU-NICU sa-
fety. Beyond all this lies an issue in power quality:
electrical harmonics. NICU equipment is packed
with electronic components that draw distorted
current, which can silently overheat neutral wir-
ing, transformers, and loose connections without
tripping a breaker. Post-�re reports citing generic
“short circuits” or “technical faults” may well be
missing this harmonic-driven degradation, a lar-
gely unaudited risk factor.

New-age �res
Fire accidents in ICUs need better and

more evacuation facilities

D
ays after both Houses of Parliament
were adjourned sine die on August 13,
2026, the monsoon session has yet to
be formally prorogued. The delay has

prompted speculation that Parliament could be
reconvened for another attempt at the
constitutional amendment linked to delimitation
and women’s reservation. Whether or not that
happens, it gives urgency to a question
Parliament must confront: must delimitation
necessarily mean an enlargement of the Lok
Sabha?

Numbers alone cannot decide
At �rst glance, the issue looks like arithmetic.
India’s population has grown enormously since
Lok Sabha seats were frozen half a century ago,
so it seems natural to argue that representation
must now expand correspondingly. But,
constitutional design is not arithmetic alone.

Article 81 requires representation broadly to
correspond to population, “so far as practicable”,
while Article 82 provides for readjustment after
every Census. Yet, Parliament has twice modi�ed
the mechanical application of this principle when
another compelling national objective was at
stake. In 1976, through the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment, the inter-State allocation of seats
was frozen on the basis of the 1971 Census so that
States successful in family planning were not
politically penalised for reducing population
growth. The freeze was later extended by the
84th Amendment until the publication of �gures
from the �rst Census conducted after 2026.
Parliament thus recognised that population
matters, but it is not the only constitutional value
at stake.

The government has reportedly suggested
increasing every State’s representation by roughly
50%, arguing that this would leave each with the
same ‘proportion’ of Lok Sabha seats that it has
today. On the face of it, that appears to answer
the fear of the southern States of losing their
relative position. But ‘proportion’ tells only half
the story.

Suppose Uttar Pradesh rises from 80 seats to
120, while Tamil Nadu rises from 39 to about 59.
Their proportional relationship remains
unchanged. Yet, the absolute gap in voting
strength rises from 41 Members of Parliament
(MP) to around 61. Parliament does not vote in
proportions; it votes in absolute numbers.
Governments are formed by numbers, and
con�dence motions, legislation, and
constitutional amendments are decided by
numbers. A 50% pro-rata increase may preserve
the ratio while widening the numerical gap.

The 1976 freeze therefore embodied a federal
compact: States that succeeded in population
stabilisation would not see their political voice
diminished for doing what national policy
encouraged. That understanding should not now
be thoughtlessly discarded.

There is also a misconception that delimitation
and enlargement are inseparable. They are not.
India has already shown that constituency
boundaries can be redrawn without changing the

number of seats allocated to each State. The
delimitation after the 2001 Census reorganised
constituencies within States while maintaining
the existing inter-State allocation.

That principle can be adopted again. The 2027
Census can provide the basis for redrawing
constituencies within each State so that
populations are more evenly distributed.
Boundaries can re�ect demographic movement
and urbanisation. None of this requires
increasing the Lok Sabha beyond 543 or
disturbing the present federal balance.

A continuously expanding legislature is also
not an inevitable consequence of population
growth. The United States House of
Representatives has remained at 435 voting
members (there were some temporary
exceptions) for more than a century despite
enormous population growth. Switzerland’s
National Council has remained at 200 members
since 1963. Going a step further, Hungary
reduced its Parliament from 386 members to 199,
while Italy reduced its Chamber of Deputies from
630 to 400. There is no democratic law requiring
legislatures to grow whenever population grows.

Bigger House, weaker deliberation
There is another serious concern: what a larger
House does to Parliament’s own functioning.
Parliamentary time does not expand with the
number of MPs. Even with 543 members, many
MPs hardly get opportunities to speak, ask
questions or raise matters of public importance.
A Lok Sabha enlarged by 50%, to more than 800
members, would reduce those opportunities
further. It may increase representation
numerically while weakening the quality of
deliberation, one of Parliament’s most important
functions. Indian MPs already represent the
largest average constituencies among the world’s
major democracies — several times the size of a
U.S. congressional district or a U.K. constituency.
Freezing the House at 543 while the population
keeps growing means that burden only increases
after delimitation, and the case for more
representatives to improve accessibility is a real
one. But it does not follow that the additional
representatives must sit in Parliament. Most
citizens approach elected representatives over
roads, schools, hospitals, local services and State
administration - matters substantially within the
State sphere. If population growth has made
constituencies unwieldy, strengthening
representation at the State level is, therefore, a
more sensible solution. More MLAs and smaller
Assembly constituencies can bring
representatives closer to citizens without
continuously enlarging the national legislature.

That expansion faces none of the
federal-arithmetic constraint that makes Lok
Sabha expansion fraught. A larger Assembly shifts
no balance between States — each answers only
to its own population. Vidhan Sabhas can
therefore grow to meet accessibility needs
without disturbing the inter-State balance in
Parliament that the 1976 freeze was designed to
protect. Then comes women’s reservation.

One-third reservation for women is now being
connected with delimitation, and enlargement of
the Lok Sabha is presented partly as a way of
accommodating women without disturbing
existing political interests. 

But women’s representation should not
become a constitutional justi�cation for enlarging
the House. One-third of the present Lok Sabha is
approximately 181 seats. Women can receive their
constitutionally promised representation within
the existing House of 543. The purpose of
reservation is to alter who occupies
parliamentary seats, not necessarily to create
hundreds of additional ones.

A 50% expansion could produce a curious
result: the number of women MPs would rise,
which is desirable, but so would the numerical
dominance of the already larger States. A reform
intended to correct one representational
imbalance could deepen another. Women’s
representation and federal fairness are both
legitimate constitutional objectives. India need
not choose between them.

Preserve 543, undertake reforms
The solution is simple: retain the Lok Sabha at
543; preserve the present inter-State distribution
of seats; undertake delimitation within States on
updated population �gures; implement women’s
reservation within that structure; and expand the
Vidhan Sabhas to absorb the accessibility
pressure that population growth has created.

For half a century, States have pursued
demographic policies knowing that successful
population stabilisation would not reduce their
parliamentary in�uence. Southern States in
particular invested heavily in education, health
care and family welfare and achieved fertility
levels that national policy itself encouraged. To
reward that success with a larger political
advantage for States where population grew
faster would invert the incentive the Union
deliberately created.

The question, therefore, is not whether
population should matter. Of course it should.
The question is whether it should now
mechanically rearrange the federal political
balance that India consciously preserved for �ve
decades. Twice before, Parliament amended the
constitutional framework to preserve the existing
inter-State allocation despite population changes.
There is no reason it cannot do so a third time.
The uncertainty over whether Parliament may be
recalled makes this more than an academic
debate. Decisions taken now could shape the
federal balance of the Republic for decades.

Delimitation is necessary. Women’s
representation is overdue. Updated constituency
boundaries are desirable. But none of these
objectives requires an 800-plus-member Lok
Sabha.

Sometimes constitutional wisdom lies not in
making institutions larger, but in preserving the
balance that has allowed them to endure; 543 has
served India for more than half a century. There
is a strong constitutional, federal and democratic
case for letting this number remain 543.

Why 543 should remain 543
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P
rime Minister Narendra Modi is set to
travel to Central Asia in the next few days,
the �rst port of call being a state visit to

Uzbekistan, followed by participation in the
meeting of Heads of State of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) in the Kyrgyz
capital, Bishkek, called Frunze in Soviet times.
The change of names is not just symbolic. It
represents the birth of a new region.

Central Asia is an evocative moniker. The
region lies landlocked, situated between two
giants, Russia and China. In most of its countries,
the post 1991 generation has largely taken over,
engaged in �nding a new internal equilibrium.
Islam is the main religion, but does not de�ne
identity and is therefore not a political project.
The �ght against radicalisation and terrorism is
uncompromising. Occasional catastrophes such
as the devastating Crocus City Hall terror attack in
Moscow in 2024, China’s constant fear of spread
of radicalisation in the border regions and export
of instability and extremist ideology from
Afghanistan are everyday reminders of the
challenges.

In Central Asia, there are a multitude of
ethnicities, languages, geographies and resource
endowments. These in�uence domestic and
foreign policy choices, with Turkmenistan
practising rigorous neutrality. Relations among
countries are complicated by legacy disputes over
borders, water resources and overlapping
ethnicities. Türkiye and Iran are dominant
in�uences, while the United States and the
European Union are working their way in as
Russia’s hold weakens and China’s grows.

Mr. Modi’s 2015 visit to all �ve Central Asian
countries was historic. It marked the end of an
unstated Indian policy of deferring to Russia in its
periphery — politely keeping away. In 2017, India
was welcomed into the SCO as a full member by
Russia, as Pakistan was, by China. To mark the 30
years of their independence/diplomatic ties, India

made an unprecedented gesture of inviting all
Central Asian leaders as chief guests for the
Republic Day in 2022. The COVID-19 pandemic
forced the event to be held only virtually, but not
without it leading to the creation of high-level
mechanisms for cooperation, including the
India-Central Asia Dialogue.

Beyond geography
If South Asia and West Asia, not to speak of East
Asia and the Indian Ocean Region are India’s
neighbourhoods, Central Asia is no less. A lack of
overland connectivity does not take away from
the civilisational links India has with the region —
in culture, religion, language and architecture.
Geographically, India and Tajikistan are
separated only by the narrow Wakhan corridor
that lies in Afghanistan. India is part of the
continuum that is the Eurasian landmass.

Pakistan, a historically new piece in the
equation, seeks to usurp the historical lineage
based on religious a�nity. Its tactic to cut India
o�, physically and otherwise, from these
historical connections, like its other India-centric
gambits, is, as anecdotal evidence shows,
doomed to failure. Yet, India must not allow this
to succeed. Countries of the region are today
looking beyond Russia and China for partners in
their socio-economic development. India’s lived
experience as a plural, moderate and democratic
society is admired not feared in the region.

It is against this background that Mr. Modi’s
decision to go back to the region must be
welcomed. India should build upon the
foundations to consolidate its rightful place in the
region, whether in the economic, trade, defence,
natural resources, technology spheres or in softer
areas such as cultural, educational, health and
tourism exchanges. The choice of a state visit to
Uzbekistan is consistent with the steady
improvement of relations under President
Mirziyoyev since 2016. It is among the most

dynamic countries of the region, and most
forward in the diversi�cation of its foreign policy.
Any Indian visitor to Tashkent, Samarkand or
Bukhara will vouch for the empathy and
resonance between the two peoples. 

There are also hardnosed reasons —
Uzbekistan has been uncompromising in its �ght
against terrorism and extremism. Its intimate
knowledge of Afghanistan, and pragmatic
approach towards the Taliban, are of key
importance to India. India has had detailed
discussions with it on alternative rail and road
connectivity routes through Iran and Afghanistan
which need to be revisited in the light of recent
developments in these countries.

India and the SCO
Starting from the small beginnings of the
“Shanghai Five” in 1996, the SCO, in its 25th
anniversary, has grown to 10 members, 15
dialogue partners and two observers. With the
exception of 2024, Mr. Modi has been a regular
participant in SCO Heads of States meetings.
India’s SCO engagement is driven by geography,
not ideology. Within the SCO chambers,
negotiating against a China-Pakistan dyad is
demanding but essential. India has kept its head
above the swamp by suggesting several ideas to
enhance cooperation in the economic,
technological and civilisational �elds. In Tianjin
last year, Mr. Modi put forward the vision of
security, connectivity, and opportunity for the
SCO. In the instant case, for a country as
overwhelmingly dependent on China as
Kyrgyzstan, the SCO, and India in particular,
o�ers a valuable geopolitical lifeline.

Taken together with his visits to the Indian
Ocean Region last month, Mr. Modi would have
traversed far-�ung corners of India’s maritime
and continental neighbourhood in quick
succession re�ecting India’s geostrategic
imperatives and opportunities.

India’s return to its Central Asian neighbourhood
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A Himalayan disaster

Two major factors behind
the Nepal disaster are its
mountainous terrain and
the intensity of the
cloudburst or the melting of
glaciers in the higher
Himalayan ranges. The
steep slopes would have

executive/general councils,
and reform the awards
process by separating
classical arts from cinema.

V.P. Dhananjayan,
Chennai

Revive cultural institution

Tamil Nadu’s apex cultural
body, the Eyal Isai Nataka
Mandram, is inactive, while
the Kalaimamani State
awards remain suspended.
The TVK government should
revive the institution,
reconstitute its

longer enough. It is most
essential that Himalayan
nations must collaborate on
joint early-warning
networks, real-time data
sharing, and resilient
infrastructure.
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad

disaster is unprecedented in
the scale of its destruction,
with hundreds of villages
and small towns wiped out.
It is truly heartbreaking.
V. Lakshmanan,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

Post-disaster relief is no

allowed gushing water to
reach the plains quickly;
they can also become death
traps for those caught in
sudden downstream flows.
While the media is still
trying to assess the toll, it is
certain to run into the
thousands. This particular
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A correspondent writes:— Dr. B.B. Dey, Professor
of Chemistry, Presidency College, Madras,
delivered the inaugural address of the Science
Branch, Teachers’ College Teachers’
Association, Saidapet, on Wednesday, 25th at 5
p.m. 

The lecturer pointed out that teaching work
had come to be regarded as a very dull and
dreary a�air; and that the class of teachers were
as a whole, considered as a group of very
prosaic people.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 28, 1926

Indian methods of teaching

T
he Supreme Court has been
discussing linguistics this month
while hearing challenges to the
CBSE’s three-language formula, which

mandates that two of the three languages must
be native Indian languages, a category that does
not include English. The top court had
wondered whether it was correct to treat
English as a “non-indigenous” language, given
its long history in the country, and its role as a
link language in governance and higher
education. So should English be considered a
foreign language in India? Apoorvanand and
Ganesh Devy discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj. 

Is English a foreign language in India?

Apoorvanand: No. It came from outside the
geography that we de�ne as India now. But it
has been Indianised. We cannot now say that
English is foreign to the soil because it’s being
used in di�erent forms and for di�erent
purposes by people across India. 

Ganesh Devy: Hindi and English are born of the
same Indo-European language family. One part
of that family came to us 3,500 years ago; that
was Sanskrit and one of the descendants of
Sanskrit is Hindi. Another part came through
Europe 400 years ago, in the 17th century. So,
they both belong to the same root language, and
both of them have come to us at di�erent times.

In fact, the only major indigenous language in
India is Tamil as it does not come from outside.
But for that reason, we cannot impose Tamil on
all students. Similarly, we cannot impose English
or Hindi. So in India, the language question
cannot simply be seen in terms of which is
foreign, which is indigenous. 

The history of English in India includes both
imperialism and the freedom movement,
Macaulay and Gandhi. How has this
complicated the issue?

GD: Macaulay’s minute is relatively recent, dated
1835; the East India Company had started using
English in India almost 230 years before that.
The interaction between English and other
languages started in the 17th century and
intensi�ed during the 18th century. In the 19th
century, the English governors in Calcutta,
Bombay, and Madras insisted on teaching
children in native languages, that is, the regional
languages. Elphinstone very clearly gave written
instructions to teach children in Gujarati and
Marathi in the Bombay presidency. But by 1835,
the East India Company was thinking of how to
bring in legislation to replace Persian, which had
been kind of a national language connecting
India for several centuries, and that is when
Macaulay came in. 

AP: English came as a language of traders and

missionaries and gradually became the language
of the administration and the state, but then it
also became the language of education. We see
an elite being formed through English and also
the formation of nationalism or nationalist ideas
through English. So that’s a very complex
journey. We cannot treat English as a simple
imposition on Indians. Indians adopted it,
domesticated it, and then used it against those
who had colonised India. Then, it became a
language of liberation for many communities
who did not have access to education or
knowledge for generations. 

English has become the language of
aspiration and status. How does that impact
social and political dynamics? 

GD: The creation of an English-speaking elite
has to be seen in the historical context of an
earlier experience, where Sanskrit had formed
an elite which brought in the varna system. The
English language created an elite in India who
tried to change that system and make India a
modern society. Moreover, in India, in order to
get a good job one often needs to migrate
outside one’s State. And as soon as migration is
involved, the need for English is enhanced.

AP: English is connected with social mobility as
well as geographical mobility. No other language
gives you this advantage.

According to the 2011 Census, 10% of the
Indian population speak English, and the
numbers are only increasing. Has this
resulted in the suppression of other Indian
languages or has it spread multilingualism?

AP: It would be very simplistic to make a direct
cause and e�ect relationship, because
multi-linguality is a feature of India and there
are di�erent reasons for which people use
di�erent languages at di�erent levels. In my
Delhi classroom, the students are largely from
the so-called Hindi belt. But for most of them,
their home or street language is actually
Bhojpuri or Braj or Avadhi or Maithili. So there
are many languages which live side-by-side,

performing di�erent functions.
Being a teacher of Hindi, I regret that Hindi is

in fact erasing many languages, which had a
very rich tradition and which are living
languages such as Maithali or Braj or Avadhi or
Dondari or even Adivasi languages, because the
state is not investing in them. They have now
become oral languages, pushed to the margins,
while all attention goes to Hindi. It’s Hindi
imperialism in Hindi areas; Hindi is a coloniser. 

What is the impact of the rise of English as
well as Hindi on other languages?

GD: First, let me say that the Census of India is
not at all a clear mirror as far as language is
concerned. For example, if a language is spoken
by less than 10,000 persons, the Census says it is
not a language. Then, if you look at how many
individuals are studying in universities in India,
the total �gure at any given time in the last 10
years would be about four crore. Each one of
them know English as a second language
because English is the language of higher
education, and yet the Census does not re�ect
those �gures. 

Hindi has been gulping other languages. In
the Census itself, some 56 other languages are
included as subsets of Hindi. There is a language
called Pawri which is spoken by the Pawra
Adivasi community, on the border of
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, who do not
understand Hindi at all. Yet that is shown as a
subset of Hindi. It is the same with Tamil,
Kannada and Marathi. All smaller languages are
being shown as subsets of larger languages and
that comes from the state’s desire to have some
kind of linguistic unity. 

India is made of many languages and that is
the fundamental truth. Just last week, in
Maharashtra, rickshaw drivers and taxi drivers
were on strike because there is a compulsion
that they have to pass an examination in
Marathi, based on grammar. Why would a taxi
driver need Marathi grammar? He has functional
Marathi. Indians speak a lot of functional
languages. They speak English, not as the British
do, but as a functional language. They speak
Hindi all over India as a functional language.
And I think we should never forsake the beauty
of having multiple functional languages in our
pocket, in our hearts, and in our brains.

But there is also a vested interest in English in
India from English language publishers and
English medium schools. They bat for the
continuance of English partly out of commercial

interest. I don’t agree with that.

AP: On the CBSE and their stress on a
three-language formula, and the insistence of
policymakers that they want children to learn
the mother tongue — all this is farcical because
people know that all these policymakers are
sending their own children to English medium
schools and that English is social capital, cultural
capital, and capital in real terms. 

There’s also a signi�cant amount of Indian
literature written in English today, including
works in translation. And of course, �lms
and the Internet freely mix languages. How
does that change the debate?

GD: In the 6th, 7th, and 8th centuries, many
Indians produced books in Sanskrit. Then, in the
15th and 16th centuries, India was producing
more books in Persian. Today, India is
producing more books in English than they
produce in England. But our desi languages have
still survived. 

So the production of books, movies, and
songs in a certain language is not necessarily an
indication of a profound fundamental cultural
shift. There are just two small questions to be
asked to anybody who is writing English �ction
or non-�ction. The �rst is, when that person
goes into any spiritual space, is their prayer also
in English? The second question is, is the
audience only Indian or is it a global audience?
The answers to these two questions will reveal
the exact signi�cance of the shift. 

By the way, the English came here and had an
impact on many things. But Indian music
remains Indian music. We have internalised but
not replaced. So, our cultural reception of
English culture has been calibrated, granular,
and is not wholesale as in Australia, U.S. or in
Canada where native cultures were wiped out. 

AP: I would disagree with that. For example, in
my daughter’s generation or the generation
after, their �rst love in music is through English
and not “Indian music”. I don’t see any problem
in that and I don’t see them as culturally
uprooted. Would we say that this young
generation or those bands which sing only in
English are not culturally Indian? It’s a very
complex concept and the whole anxiety about
maintaining nativity and creating a di�erence
between what is indigenous and what is foreign
is also problematic. Therefore, I would like to
argue that English has made India its home.
Those who want to declare that it’s a foreign
language, in fact, want to hide the fact that Hindi
colonises other languages and so do Tamil and
other languages, when you create these as meta
languages and others as sub languages.

Is English a foreign language in India?

PARLEY

A semi-open class in a school in New Delhi on January 24. R.V. MOORTHY 
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We cannot treat English as a simple
imposition on Indians. Indians adopted it,
domesticated it, and then used it against
those who had colonised India. It became a
language of liberation for many communities
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T
he best stories in journalism are
not necessarily the ones that begin
with a strong pitch, or take hours

of research and painstaking reporting; so-
metimes, they are the ones that a reporter
simply discovers along the way.

Recently, I challenged myself to �nd the
place where actor Rajinikanth had shot his
�rst �lm, Apoorva Raagangal, in 1975. Ta-
mil cinema fans will remember the iconic
shot of the newcomer pushing open a gate
and striding into a house — almost as if an-
nouncing his arrival in �lmdom.

I was determined to �nd this gate and
the house. 

Armed with a few clues from old-tim-
ers, I managed to �nd it at a dead-end
street in a quiet Adyar neighbourhood.
The gate had changed, but the house was
spectacularly intact, almost exactly as it
had appeared in the old Tamil �lm starring
Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan. We spoke
to the owners and shot a video in which I
mimicked the way Rajinikanth strode in,
standing at the exact same place.

Story done, I was ready to head out
when I chanced upon a small gate on the
opposite side. It looked like the entrance
to a park, but seemed deserted. Curious, I
walked in, only to discover a walk-through
park along the Adyar river. It was one of
the most beautiful sights I had seen in
Chennai, a city I have lived in for over four
decades.

In some strange way, the wooded trail
and quiet pathway felt like they belonged
to me. Ever since this discovery, I’ve
dragged along all my favourite people to
experience it and take a stroll. I wrote
about it too, while refusing to divulge the
exact location lest it become too crowded.

Another time, a visit to a popular land-
mark led me to a story I wasn’t looking for.

On a boring weekend afternoon, after a
Sunday nap, my daughter pestered me to
take her out. We decided to head to the
Marina Beach for some fresh air and to try
our hand at balloon shooting. As we
strolled towards the sea, something odd
caught my attention: a man dressed as Ma-
hatma Gandhi, his body covered in silver
paint, standing completely still. He would
occasionally wave at children, but other-
wise he looked like a statue. He had a box
in front of him and even a QR code stuck to
his trousers for those who preferred digital
payments.

I asked him for his number and he
mumbled something in Telugu. Days and
many conversations later, with the help of
a translator, I wrote about this man from
Khammam in Telangana who dresses as
Gandhi. 

He said with regret that people were for-
getting Gandhi and this was his way of re-
minding them about the father of the na-
tion. This was also one way in which he
was saving up for his daughter’s wedding.

The same happened in Varanasi, where
a casual stroll along Assi Ghat led me to a
unique training ground for gusthi wres-
tlers. Before long, another story fell into
place: I found that many young boys and
girls go to the ground for strength training
and learn gusthi in order to participate in
local tournaments. Varanasi may be
known for its spirituality, but physical �t-
ness too is deeply woven into its culture.

One of the cardinal rules of life, and per-
haps even more so in journalism, is to be
curious, not judgmental. Curiosity is often
the starting point for stories that reporters
never set out to �nd. 

As a journalist, it’s not always about
�nding a story; sometimes, it’s about al-
lowing the story to �nd you.

srinivasa.r@thehindu.co.in

NOTEBOOK

Rajinikanth, a secret Chennai
park, and a Gandhi impersonator

Stories don’t always begin with pitches; sometimes, they can emerge
from unexpected gates and casual strolls

Srinivasa Ramanujam

Tasting childhood

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

A sweet treat: Children eating chewy candy, a popular sweet of the city, at the landmark Marina beach in

Chennai, which has been celebrating Madras Week, on August 27. R. RAGU 

Tiruchi, August 27: For the �rst time teak grown
on canal banks in Thanjavur will be put on
auction by the Forest Department, Mr. K.A.
Bhoja Shetty, Chief Conservator of Forests and
Mr. Venkatakrishnan, Conservator of Forests,
Tiruchi circle, said here to-day.

The Tamil Nadu Forest Department has
proved that teak could be pro�tably grown on
canal banks, they added and paid tributes to Mr.
V.S. Krishnaswamy, erstwhile Chief Conservator
of Forests, at whose initiative the Department
took up teak cultivation on the canal banks of
the Cauvery delta in Thanjavur district in
1955-56.

To-day teak has been raised over the entire
network of the canal system in Thanjavur
district covering an area of 8,000 hectares.

The �rst auction of the Thanjavur teak will be
conducted on September 3 at Saliamangalam
before the Conservator of Forests. All along teak
came from the western ghats and hereafter at
periodical intervals of three or six months,
Thanjavur teak would be auctioned.

At the �rst auction over 2,500 poles would be
available for bidding, Mr. Bhoja Shetty said.

Mr. Shetty added that similar teak plantations
had been raised throughout the Cauvery baks
and Tambarabarani bank belts.

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 28, 1976

Thanjavur teak to be
auctioned

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S
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Number of people at
risk in Peru due to El
Niño

1.2
million. The El Niño weather

phenomenon, which has

brought some rain and an

unexpected rise in temperatures to Peru,

could put more than 1 million people at

risk in regions of the country vulnerable to

climate change, according to national

authorities. “Based on historical data from

all the regions... approximately 1.2 million

people could be affected,” they said. REUTERS

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of migrants
pulled from sea o�
Mauritania

160
The Mauritanian

Coastguard said on

Thursday that it had

rescued more than 160 migrants, including

17 children, from a boat in trouble off its

coast, its second major emergency

operation in a week. The migrants were

“exhausted by the journey and the

insecurity of the vessel” when they were

rescued, a Coastguard statement said. AFP

Budget approved by
Taiwan lawmakers for
locally made drones

7.6
in $ billion. Lawmakers in

Taiwan approved a $7.6

billion budget for locally

made drones on Thursday as the island

democracy seeks to strengthen its

defences against a potential Chinese

attack. Taiwan has ramped up military

spending in recent years and is building up

its defence industry to make equipment

and ammunition on the island. AFP

Number of Indian coal
power plants with
critical low fuel

45
Forty five power plants in

India are operating with

critically low coal inventories,

government data showed, as monsoon

rains disrupt supplies and electricity

demand rises. The plants with coal stocks

below 25% of their required inventory or

with critically low stocks to generate power

for less than three days has risen from 31

at the end of July, the data showed. REUTERS

Ladakh’s revised VAT
on natural gas to boost
clean energy adoption

5
in per cent. Ladakh Lieutenant

Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Thursday announced a significant

reduction in value-added tax on natural

gas from 21% to 5% to promote affordable

clean energy and improve ease of living.

He said the move would give a major boost

to the Centre’s larger plan to roll out the

city gas distribution (CGD) network. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

W
est Asia-related
disruptions have exposed
a vulnerability in India’s
energy-security system.

India can import large quantities of crude
oil, LNG and LPG, but its ability to store,
transport and release these fuels during a
prolonged disruption di�ers sharply by
fuel. India already operates underground
strategic crude-oil storage and two
underground LPG caverns, but has no
operating underground natural-gas
storage facility.

Against this background, the
government is considering a decade-long
strategic-fuel programme that would add
about 28 MT of crude-oil storage, 9 MT of
LNG storage and 4 MT of LPG storage.
Reuters reports that the proposed
reserves are intended to provide nearly
two months of crude and LNG demand
and about six weeks of LPG demand. The
programme remains under consideration
and should therefore be treated as a
proposed target, not committed capacity.

How much storage does India have
today?
India’s position varies considerably by
fuel. For crude oil, Phase I of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve provides 5.33 MT of
underground capacity, with actual
storage of about 3.37 MT, or roughly
63-64% utilisation, across Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru and Padur. A further 6.5 MT
has been approved under Phase II at
Chandikhol and Padur. 

However, execution on the Chandikhol
project remains protracted amid ongoing
land acquisition requirements and
�nalisation of commercial PPP
frameworks.

LPG has a much smaller underground
footprint. The Visakhapatnam and
Mangaluru caverns together provide
about 0.14 MT of capacity. A proposed 4
MT strategic reserve would therefore
represent roughly a 30-fold increase in
underground LPG capacity.

Natural gas presents the largest storage
gap. India currently has no operational
underground gas-storage facility. Its
gas-security system instead depends on
domestic production, LNG imports,
import terminals, commercial inventories
and pipelines.

These �gures also highlight an
important distinction between storage
capacity and inventory. A facility has a
physical capacity, but the fuel it holds can
vary. Not all inventory is necessarily
immediately accessible either. During a
crisis, the critical measure is therefore not
simply how many tonnes can be stored,
but how much fuel is available and at
what withdrawal rate it can reach
consumers.

What does the proposed 9 MT of LNG
storage mean?
LNG is particularly prone to confusion
because India already has substantial LNG
import and regasi�cation infrastructure.
A regasi�cation terminal can receive LNG
and convert it into natural gas, but its
regasi�cation capacity does not constitute
strategic inventory.

LNG is stored as a cryogenic liquid at
around –162°C, requiring specialised
insulated tanks and boil-o� gas
management. Underground gas storage is
di�erent: LNG is �rst regasi�ed and the
resulting natural gas is injected into a
depleted reservoir or cavern.

The PNGRB–ICF study provides a
useful but narrowly de�ned stress test. Its
2030 scenario examined how much
additional LNG infrastructure would be
required to supply priority consumers for
20 days under stress conditions. It
estimated a requirement of about
0.56-0.6 MT of LNG equivalent,
achievable with roughly eight additional
LNG tanks. The combined cost of the
tanks and the associated strategic
inventory was estimated at around $1
billion. This was a scenario-speci�c
estimate, not an assessment of India’s
overall strategic LNG requirement.

The proposed 9 MT strategic inventory
is an order of magnitude larger. Against
the ICF projection of roughly 58 MT of
annual LNG imports, 9 MT represents
about 56 days of imports — hence the
description of approximately two months
of LNG import cover. It does not mean
two months of India’s total gas
consumption.

The di�erence is important. A 0.6 MT
requirement addresses a 20-day
priority-sector stress scenario; 9 MT
represents a much broader strategic
objective of bu�ering India against
prolonged LNG-import disruption. The
associated investment would therefore be
substantially larger.

Does all the gas have to be stored as
LNG?
No. India could eventually use a portfolio
of surface LNG tanks and underground
natural-gas storage.

Additional LNG tanks would hold
inventory directly at import terminals. A
separate proposal from the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas would require
LNG import terminals to maintain storage
capacity 10% above their normal
operating requirement, with the
additional capacity available to the
government during supply or price
disruptions.

For longer-duration requirements,
depleted oil and gas reservoirs, which
account for 74% of global working gas
volume, could provide much larger
volumes of underground gas storage. Salt
caverns o�er di�erent advantages: faster
injection and withdrawal and the ability
to cycle inventory more frequently,
potentially making them useful for

shorter-duration balancing.
But a depleted �eld cannot simply

become a storage site because production
has ended. Reservoir characteristics,
cap-rock integrity, pressure behaviour,
existing wells, cushion-gas requirements
and pipeline connectivity must all be
assessed. India’s sedimentary basins —
including Krishna, Godavari, Cambay,
Mumbai O�shore and Rajasthan — o�er
potential locations, but moving from
geological potential to usable storage
requires subsurface investigation, site
selection, engineering, construction,
testing, �lling and pipeline integration.

Salt caverns face a similar quali�cation
process. Rajasthan’s salt-bearing
formations have been investigated for
solution-mined caverns, but suitability
depends on depth, thickness, purity,
geometry, groundwater and mechanical
properties.

Can India scale its crude and LPG
experience?
Crude is the most mature component.
India already operates underground
crude caverns and has developed the
associated engineering capabilities. The
U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve
illustrates the scale possible with salt
caverns, with authorised capacity of 714
million barrels across 60 caverns. But the
U.S. system works as an integrated
network of caverns, pipelines, marine
terminals and re�neries. Storage is
therefore fundamentally an infrastructure
system, not simply an underground
space.

LPG is technically proven in India but
presents a much larger scaling challenge.
A proposed 4 MT reserve would require a
substantial network of new caverns or
other storage facilities, together with
import terminals, pipelines, pumping
systems and bottling infrastructure.

The Mangaluru cavern illustrates the
complexity. Underground construction
requires geological and hydrogeological
investigation, rock-mechanics analysis
and groundwater management,
particularly where work takes place
alongside operating surface facilities.
Scaling the system would require
sustained capabilities in geophysics,
geomechanics, tunnelling, reservoir
engineering and project execution.

What happens if the fuel cannot
reach India?
Because energy security relies heavily on
maritime logistics, including vulnerable
chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz
and long-distance routes from the U.S.,
India is proactively diversifying both its
import sources and shipping capabilities.
To reduce reliance on foreign vessels,
State-run oil re�ners and the Shipping
Corporation of India plan to invest $1.5 to
$2 billion in a joint venture to acquire 59
ships. Simultaneously, Indian Oil is
expanding sourcing through new 2027
agreements with Algeria and increased
U.S. purchases, while exploring direct
stakes in Very Large Gas Carriers to
secure greater control over its supply
chain.

What about pipelines?
Pipelines provide the �nal link between
imported or stored fuel and inland
consumers. PNGRB has recently
authorised approximately 1,800 km of
new LPG pipelines across six States,
involving investment of around $0.7
billion. These pipelines improve
connections between supply sources and
inland markets and reduce dependence
on road movement, but they do not
themselves add strategic storage. Their
value lies in improving deliverability.

The same principle applies to natural
gas. Underground storage is useful only if
it can inject into and withdraw from the
gas grid at the required rate. LNG tanks
are useful only when regasi�cation and
downstream pipelines can move the gas.
LPG caverns require connections to
bottling and distribution systems.

Who pays for the strategic reserves?
The reported $42 billion programme,
which has yet to be con�rmed by the
government, combines infrastructure
CAPEX with the cost of purchasing and
maintaining strategic fuel inventories.
Reuters reported that more than half
could go towards storage infrastructure,
with the balance used to purchase and �ll
the reserves. Financing would be a
challenge and the government shot down
reports that a cess would be charged to
pay for the reserves.

The �nancial obligation does not end
with construction. Billions of dollars of
fuel would need to be purchased,
�nanced and maintained. Stocks released
during a crisis would then have to be
replenished, potentially when commodity
and freight prices are higher. The policy
therefore needs to establish who owns
and �nances the inventory, minimum
stock obligations, emergency-release
authority, and who bears replenishment
and price risk. A
commercial-cum-strategic model could
reduce the public burden, provided
commercially used capacity remains
available during emergencies.

Is storage enough to make India
energy-secure?
Building 41 MT of combined storage is
only part of the equation. A strategic
reserve is e�ective only if India can
seamlessly access fuel, transport it inland,
and replenish stocks after a release.

Ultimately, energy security relies on an
integrated framework: reserves buy time,
shipping brings the next cargo, pipelines
deliver fuel inland, and governance
dictates emergency execution. The
ultimate test of India’s strategic fuel
programme will be its ability to
coordinate all these elements
simultaneously when a crisis hits.
(The author is an Energy and Emerging
Technologies expert)

Can India build a strategic fuel system?
India’s proposed strategic-fuel programme would expand crude, LNG and LPG storage, but building reserves alone will not guarantee energy security; the system

will work only if India can move the fuel through ships, pipelines and distribution networks, while having clear rules on ownership, �nancing, and replenishment

India already operates underground strategic crude-oil storage and two underground LPG caverns, but

has no operating underground natural-gas storage facility. GETTY IMAGES

Kalyan Mangalapalli

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

India’s existing strategic
storage di�ers sharply by fuel,
with crude having the most
developed system, LPG a
limited underground footprint
and natural gas no operational
underground storage facility.

�

The proposed 28 MT of crude, 9
MT of LNG and 4 MT of LPG
reserves would represent a
major expansion, but the LNG
requirement should not be
confused with existing
regasification capacity or
narrower 20-day stress
scenarios.

�

Geological suitability,
infrastructure and project
execution will determine how
quickly storage can scale, while
shipping and pipelines remain
critical to ensuring fuel reaches
consumers during prolonged
disruptions.
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For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

In politics, he was the first PM of his newly
independent country, while she became the
first woman President of the UN General
Assembly in 1953. Name the famous siblings.
X

QUESTION 2 

This famous 1807 work that narrated the
works of a famous English playwright was
authored by a brother-sister duo. Name them
and the work.
X

QUESTION 3 

According to historians, Ptolemy XIII and
Ptolemy XIV were consorts and ruled
alongside their sister, who is considerably
more famous and legendary than the two
men. Name her.
X

QUESTION 4 

In later Ramayana traditions, what was the

name of Rama's elder sister, who was
married to the sage who oversaw the
sacrifice that Dasharatha performed for
obtaining sons?
X

QUESTION 5 

Name the Russian siblings who have
not only won titles at a tennis Major but
are the only brother and sister to reach
the No.1 ranking in singles.
X

QUESTION 6 

The National Bravery awards given by
the Indian government are named after
two teenagers who were murdered
after being abducted in Delhi in 1978.
Name the two.
X

QUESTION 7 

In Greek myth, name the twins born to
Zeus and Leto, with one becoming the
god of prophecy, music, healing and
archery and the other the goddess of
the hunt, wilderness and childbirth.

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Who led the Visigoths who sacked
Rome in 410 CE? Ans: Alaric I

2. For approximately how long had Rome
avoided being sacked by a foreign enemy before
410 CE? Ans: Nearly 800 years

3. Which Roman emperor was ruling the Western
Roman Empire when Rome was sacked? Ans:

Honorius

4. Which city served as the capital of the Eastern
Roman Empire at the time? Ans:

Constantinople

5. Which Christian theologian wrote The City of
God in the aftermath of the sack of Rome,
addressing arguments that the rise of Christianity
had contributed to Rome’s troubles? Ans: St.

Augustine of Hippo

Visual: Identify the Roman writer who described
the catastrophe with the words, “The City which
had taken the whole world was itself taken.” Ans:

St. Jerome

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Erfanally
Oosmany | Suchit Narottam | Dodo Jayaditya |
Parimal Das

THE DAILY QUIZ

On the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, here is a quiz on brothers and sisters

X

Visual Question:

Name these siblings who have also won Oscars apart
from the Grammys and other leading awards. AP

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V.V. Ramanan

What is the plural of “sta�”? (S.
Srinivasan, Madurai)
If you are thinking of people working in
an organisation, then the plural is
“sta�”.The word is an uncountable noun.
In most universities, for example, we have
teaching sta� and administrative sta�.
Like the nouns “jury”, “government”,
etc., the word “sta�’ can be followed by
either a singular or a plural verb. Here are
a few examples.

The sta� is of the opinion that we should
go on strike.

The sta� were excellent.
The word is normally not used to refer

to a single individual. If you wish to refer
to a single person, then you could say
“sta� member”, “sta� person”, etc. Some
people use the word “sta�er”; not
everyone, however, accepts this word.

What is the di�erence between ‘fairly’
and ‘rather’? (B. Lakshmi
Chandrasekhar, Vijayawada)
“Rather” is the stronger of the two words.
When you say that the movie was “rather
good “, it implies that it was pretty good;
it was much better than you had
expected. So in your opinion, people
should go and see it; you recommend it.
On the other hand, when you say that it
was “fairly good”, what you are implying
is that it was ok. There was nothing great
about the �lm; if the friend wants to,
he/she may go and see it, but you
wouldn’t recommend it.

Similarly, when you tell someone that
his English is “fairly good”, you are not
really complimenting him. All that you
are saying is that his English is ok. Here
are a few more examples.

Jyothi made a fairly/rather good
presentation.

During summer, it gets fairly/rather
warm.

What is the origin of the expression
“French leave”? (M. Ram Mohan,
Narsampet)
This is another example of how much the
English hated the French. I guess we
shouldn’t be talking about this now,
considering the fact that the two have
joined forces along with the United States
to �ght the Taliban.

But historically, the two nations
couldn’t stand each other. Even now, it is
not uncommon for an Englishman to
refer to a Frenchman as a “frog”, because
the French consider frog legs a delicacy.
The term “French postcards” is used to
refer to picture postcards with naked
ladies on them. When someone uses foul
language, you can hear the person saying,
“pardon my French” —thereby implying
that the French had the habit of swearing.

When someone goes on “French
leave”, he or she takes o� without
informing the authorities. According to
the English, it was standard practice in
France in the 18th Century to leave a ball
or dinner without thanking the host and
hostess. People left without even saying
goodbye. The English felt that the French
were people without manners. But what
is interesting is that taking leave of
someone in this manner is referred to as
“English leave” by the French! What the
Americans call “French postcards”, the
French call “American postcards”.

It is interesting to note that countries,
which have such a low opinion of one
another, have come together to �ght
terrorism! I guess they don’t mind the war
of words.
Published in The Hindu on October 16,
2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

A
river runs for centuries and yet
belies the idea of permanence.
It �ows away as it �ows in, can
both �ood and run dry, take in

tributaries, change course and annex
newer territories. A long creative career
carries a similar paradox. While retaining
an essential recognisable voice, it must
continually acquire new vocabularies. For
over seventy years, Picasso painted and
sculpted with evolving brilliance not
merely surviving shifting artistic
movements but actually spearheading
most of them.

And there is not a more compelling
Indian parallel to this than Gulzar. Rarely
has someone spent decade after decade
at the very summit of multiple demanding
public crafts, without a prominent phase
of decline and without the grandiosity
that often accompanies greatness. An
in�uential Urdu poet, a lyricist, a �lm and
television director, author, screenwriter,
children’s writer, translator, Gulzar has
looked into this world through every
possible lens and the world too has
looked back gratefully, bestowing on him
some of the highest national and
international honours, from the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award to the Jnanpith
Award, and from the Oscar to the
Grammy. To tweak one of his own lines
he wrote for the �lm ‘Anand’ (1971), his
career has not just been extensive but
expansive too (Zindagi badi honi chahiye,
lambi nahi).

Gulzar came to �lm songwriting at a
time when the lyricists’ fraternity was a
formidable roll-call of masters such as
Shailendra, Sahir Ludhianvi, Shakeel
Badayuni, Rajendra Krishan amongst
others. Gulzar wrote his �rst �lm song for
Bimal Roy’s ‘Bandini’ — Mora Gora Ang
Laile set in Vaishnava verse. And right
away, he had found his niche as a lyricist
in a roomful of titans.

A voice of his own
Though bound by the strict �lm song
conventions of metre, rhyming,
musicality, situations and the need to �t
lyrics into a pre-composed tune, Gulzar
has always commanded a singular,
unmistakable idiom. While this signature
is instantly perceptible, it de�es easy
de�nition. The style is a curious blend of
abstraction (Is mod se jaate hain from
‘Aandhi’), symbolism (Wo Yaar hai Jo
Khushboo Ki Tarah, Jiski Zubaan Urdu Ki
Tarah from ‘Dil Se’), poetic �ourish (Do
Nainon Mein Aansoo Bhare Hain, Nindiya
Kaise Samaye from ‘Khushboo’),
paronomasia (Sare ke Sare gama Ko Lekar
Gaate Chale from ‘Parichay’), political
messaging (Haal Chaal Thik Thaak Hain
from ‘Mere Apne’), allusion to nature
(Hawaaon Pe Likh Do from ‘Do Dooni
Chaar’), vivid imagery (Chhote Chhote
sheheron from ‘Bunty Aur Babli’), dark
humour (Goli Maar Bheje Mein from
‘Satya’), arcane vocabulary (Aab-o-dana
dhoondhte hain ek aashiyaana dhoondte
hain from ‘Gharonda’), a rich worldview
(Aane Wala Pal from ‘Golmaal’), and
above all, an emotional heft (Humne Dekhi
hai In Aankhon Ki Mehekti Khushboo from
‘Khamoshi’) that can entirely ambush a
listener mid-song.

Critics may argue that such
sophistication is at odds with a “�lm”
song, a form expected to resonate with
the masses without demanding much of

interpretive labour. And yet Gulzar has
repeatedly proven otherwise. Many of his
songs have captured popular imagination
like none other, such as Humko Mann Ki
Shakti Dena from ‘Guddi’, a regulation
prayer song in schools even today, or
Beedi Jalaile from ‘Omkara’ oozing a rustic
exuberance or the infectiously playful
Kajra Re from ‘Bunty Aur Babli’. Despite
his uncommon idiom, his songs have
found universal acceptance, aided by
composers such as R.D. Burman, A.R.
Rahman and Vishal Bhardwaj who have
matched their crafts e�ortlessly to his
calibre.

The same intellectual courage de�nes
Gulzar’s trajectory as a �lmmaker and a
screenwriter. Many of Gulzar’s �lms have
been adapted from works of literature. As
a writer himself, he could easily �nd a
story’s emotional register and seamlessly
infuse it into cinema with sensitivity to
things like language, character, subtext,
silence, refrains and motifs. He also made
�lms which were topical, championed
progressive values, spoke truth to power,
presented nuanced worldviews and asked
uncomfortable questions all without ever
tipping into preachiness. His debut �lm
‘Mere Apne’ placed disa�ected youth at
the centre of a story about political
disillusionment and loneliness. His
‘Aandhi’ was a political drama which gave
its female lead enormous agency, where
the male lead plays second �ddle to her.
His ‘Mausam’ delicately handles the
misplaced romantic a�ection a sex
worker feels for her own biological father,
a narrative choice most directors would
have �inched at back then. His ‘Maachis’
was a bold and layered exploration of

radicalisation set against the Punjab
insurgency, probing raw wounds without
pointing �ngers. He has never been the
one to take the easy path, neither in his
choice of subjects nor in his treatment of
them.

Beyond the world of cinema
As a poet and a prose stylist outside �lms,
Gulzar has been nothing short of proli�c.
His Partition stories carry the emotional
authority of having experienced it
�rst-hand. He has written for children
with the same sincerity he reserves for
adult readers. His poetry seamlessly
moves between the formal architecture of
the Urdu ghazal and nazm and the
autonomy of the free verse. He is also the
creator of the Triveni, a three-line verse
akin to an Indian Haiku whose third line,
with a sleight of mind, entirely alters the
emotional meaning of the �rst two.
Translations are a telling part of Gulzar’s
oeuvre. Apart from translating literary
giants such as Tagore and Kusumagraj
independently, he has also translated
several scores of contemporary poets
across all Indian languages, which have
been anthologised in his A Poem a Day.
What emerges from this vast body of
work is simply a relentless love not just
for the written word but also for the
reader and a rare ability to distill the most
mundane into exquisite poetry. Gulzar is
like the itinerant water-carrier whose
vessel continues to pour out to
generations of thirsty readers and yet
always remains �lled to the brim.

Another remarkable aspect of Gulzar is
his unmitigated a�ection and respect for
his seniors and peers that runs through

his work, somewhat like the moon
borrowing the sun’s luminosity but
making it gentler for the passage. Be it in
his biographical sketches or in his
long-form interviews or even his
adaptations of their lives and works, there
is an unfeigned humility and a willingness
to let someone else’s genius stand taller
than his own. He has quoted or
paraphrased other poets such as Khusrau,
Ghalib and T.S. Eliot in his works,
showing how grounded and secure he is
in his own craft. His narratives on the
likes of his mentor Bimal Roy, his friend
R.D. Burman, his seniors Shailendra,
Sahir, Faiz and many others are full of
tenderness. His television serials Mirza
Ghalib on the life of the talismanic Urdu
poet and Tehreer Munshi Premchand Ki
too are glorious cases in point.

The Gulzar phenomenon
Yet, his towering stature has ironically
birthed a curious modern phenomenon.
Having assumed a quasi-mythological
status amongst the masses, Gulzar’s name
is routinely invoked to lend gravity to
mediocre verse he never wrote. The
Internet is awash with lines misattributed
to him to confer credibility and heft to
anything vaguely poetic. It is an irony of
our times that the more a voice
commands our trust, the more it is forced
to speak words it never uttered. Though a
vigilant community of admirers actively
combat this digital misattribution through
the hashtag #NotByGulzar, its sheer
volume shows how perversely his poetic
persona has permeated the public
consciousness, more as a brand to be
�aunted rather than the painstaking artist
he has always been.

In an age of public posturing where
dilettantes know just enough to make
sparing content for mindless scrollers
with decreasing attention spans, where
�amboyance is rewarded more than
moderation, where the patient romance
of Test cricket has lost ground to the
titillations of T-20, Gulzar stands as a
raging testimony to longevity and
restraint. His endurance is less owing to a
kind bargain struck with time than to his
rigour, his resilience as a man of his craft
and his incorruptible curiosity that still
propels him to say things and �nd new
ways of saying them.

In one of his own songs from the 80s
�lm ‘Hip Hip Hurray’, he writes: Roz tere
jeene ke liye ek subah mujhe mil jaati hai

Murjhati hai koi shaam agar to raat
kahin khil jaati hai

Main roz subah tak aata hoon, aur roz
shuru karta hoon safar

Haath badha ae zindagi, aankh milake
baat kar

(Everyday to live by you, I �nd a
morning bright

Even as the evening withers, out blooms
the night

I get to the morning everyday, and start
my daily streak

Give me your hand, life, look me in the
eye and speak)

As Gulzar turned 92 this August 18,
2026, what sets him apart is his ability to
repeatedly meet life with the alertness of
someone encountering it for the �rst
time, look it right in the eye and dare to
chronicle its triumphs and sorrows with
�delity and imagination.
(Kalyan Sundareswaran is an IT
professional with Infosys. Views expressed
are personal.)

Gulzar at 92: the remarkable art of staying
relevant without ever standing still
Gulzar’s career across poetry, lyrics, cinema, television, translation and children’s writing has been marked by an unmistakable voice, reinvention and

an incorruptible curiosity; his work has reached generations through its emotional heft and rare ability to distil the mundane into exquisite poetry

IN THE LIMELIGHT
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GUEST VIEW

challenges of the AI era do not respect 
departmental boundaries; an engineer today 
must understand ethics just as an economist 
must understand data science. We need 
role-model universities that boldly disman-
tle these traditional silos and experiment 
with entirely new problem-driven pedago-
gies. For this to happen, the regulatory eco-
system must evolve. Government bodies like 
the University Grants Commission (UGC) 
and All India Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) must act as facilitators of this 
revolution, not its gatekeepers. They must 
shift their mandate from enforcing rigid 
compliance to actively rewarding institu-
tions that dare to innovate.

The era of mass-producing identical grad-
uates for a predictable job market is dead. 
We are marching millions of young people 
into a diamond-shaped economy armed 
with pyramid-era tools. In an age when AI 
can instantly replicate standardized skills, a 
static degree is no longer a shield. Indian 
universities face a stark and unavoidable 
choice: tear down their walls and become 
the dynamic and interdisciplinary sand-
boxes our youth desperately need to survive, 
or remain assembly lines, producing a work-
force that may no longer be needed in a 
future rewritten by AI.

Where do they get the chance to figure out 
who they actually are and what they are good 
at? They cannot do it in our schools. The 
fundamental purpose of the school system is 
to establish a universal foundation—it must 
educate tens of millions of children to reach 
a baseline of literacy, numeracy, core subject 
knowledge and civic readiness. The sheer 
scale of the system makes it rigid; it cannot 
be a laboratory.

They certainly cannot figure it out when 
they enter the workforce. By the time a 
young adult secures a job, the stakes are far 
too high. They have bills to pay, ageing par-
ents to support and eventually, families of 
their own. The financial and social risks of 
dropping everything to pivot careers or try 
something entirely new are paralysing.

That leaves a vital three-to-four-year win-
dow: the university.

This is that rare time in a person’s life 
when they have the intellectual freedom, the 
resources and the safety net to explore alter-
natives without ruinous consequences. A 
student must be allowed to mix disciplines, 
fail at new ventures and aggressively experi-
ment to find their calling. In an age where AI 
makes tomorrow entirely unpredictable, the 
only defence we can give our youth is agility. 
We must teach them survival skills. We must 

T
he existential threat of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) has fundamentally broken 
the traditional promise of higher edu-

cation: get a degree, get a job. The corporate 
hierarchy is aggressively shifting from a pyr-
amid to a diamond. At the bottom, where 
legions of fresh graduates used to find entry-
level jobs, companies can now dispense with 
human employees, deploying AI to auto-
mate tasks. The roles at the centre and top 
demand high-level synthesis, creativity and 
adaptability. With fewer entry-level posi-
tions available, an uncomfortable question 
haunts every student and parent in India 
while choosing a college: Why go to a certain 
university if it no longer guarantees a job?

The answer requires tearing down the 
way we view higher education. The univer-
sity can no longer be seen merely through 
the lens of immediate employment. It must 
become the student’s ultimate sandbox—a 
place of radical self-discovery, intellectual 
friction and exploration.

Consider a young Indian’s journey. 

defended in the name of revenue needs 
but erodes the very base that revenue 
grows from.

Two, tax policy must not be made in 
isolation: It is not a self-contained 
machine; it is one gear in the economy’s 
transmission. Tariff structures are trade 
policy. Input credit oils manufacturing 
strategy. Refund speed is an export 
incentive. Rate schedules shape con-
sumption patterns. Drafting tax provi-
sions without asking what they do to 
global supply chains, capital flows and 
competitiveness is to miss the forest for 
a single heavily-guarded tree. The ques-
tion before any finance bill should be 
what a clause does to the economy that 
pays it, rather than just how much it 
could add to state coffers.

Three, the state must not play ‘heads, I 
win, tails, I amend’: When the taxpayer 
loses, the matter is closed; when the 
state loses, the statute is retrospectively 
rewritten. That asymmetry is the single 
greatest destroyer of tax certainty India 
has produced. Vodafone won at the 
Supreme Court in 2012; Parliament 
amended the law back to 1962 to undo 
its victory, and it took a lost treaty 
arbitration and nine years before that 
amendment was finally buried. Simi-
larly, when the Supreme Court held in 
2007 that offshore technical service 
fees fell outside India’s net, Parliament 

rewrote Section 9 of the Income Tax Act 
retrospectively to override it. When 
courts held that the first rewrite had not 
done so, it was done a second time. A 
state may disagree with a verdict; it may 
prospectively change the law. What it 
must never do is rewrite the past.

Four, the state must not be penny-wise 
with the economy: Collection efficiency 
matters, but a nation’s progress is not 
measured by what its tax department 
gathers, but by what its people collec-
tively build. A rigid administration that 
squeezes working capital for small 
firms, litigates every startup’s valuation 
and treats each refund as a concession 
wins the quarter and loses the decade. 
The state that prospers is large-hearted 
with all that’s productive: jobs, manu-
facturing depth, the aspirations of 
young firms. The geopolitics of supply 
chains are not externalities to tax policy, 
but its report card.

Five, cadre management must not mas-
querade as tax administration: 
This is the anti-canon nobody wants 
to name, because those who know it best 
are the ones to administer it. The num-
ber of commissionerates, the choice 
between a commissioner in every city or 
one per state, the design of faceless ver-
sus territorial assessment—these are 
often settled by the arithmetic of posts, 
promotions and anxieties of the tax 
administration, instead of by what the 
economy needs. Administrative geogra-
phy drawn to fit a cadre’s career pyramid 
is not neutral: every additional jurisdic-
tion is an interface, and each one is a 
compliance cost the economy pays.

The five share a theme: each keeps the 
state from placing its convenience—its 
targets, silos, face, pride, promotions, 
etc—above the economy it serves. Well-
known affirmative canons all point one 
way: tax is the price of civilization, col-
lected so that society may flourish. The 
anti-canons are how that price becomes 
a penalty. India knows how to write the 
principles on the wall. The harder 
reform involves striking out what has 
been writing the fine print. 

T
he affirmative principles of tax 
policy are settled doctrine. Equity, 
fairness, certainty, simplicity, 

neutrality, predictability, efficiency, 
transparency and adequacy. This is the 
modern tax-policy canon, descended 
from Adam Smith’s four maxims and 
distilled by the OECD’s Ottawa frame-
work, it is accepted globally. India’s 
problem has rarely been ignorance of 
what should guide tax policy, but an 
unwillingness to name what should not. 
Here are five anti-canons that tend to 
write our tax laws today, and must be 
barred from writing them tomorrow.

One, revenue maximization must not 
be the basic motive: It is the result of good 
tax policy, never its premise. A statute 
drafted with collection targets as its 
architecture will choose the widest base 
of suspicion and the harshest machin-
ery to work it, and then underperform 
because taxes built to extract behave 
worse than taxes built to be paid. This is 
not rhetoric but the logic of tax design 
itself: from Ramsey to the Mirrlees 
Review, the optimal-tax system was 
found to treat the revenue a state needs 
as a constraint to be met at the least cost 
to the economy. A good system raises 
revenue but must not be the principle a 
tax rests on. Every mature canon lists 
adequacy last, not first. Indian drafting 
inverts the order and this shows in pro-
visions that block credit, deny refunds 
and presume evasion, each of which is 

The interests of the economy should be held above the convenience of a revenue-maximizing state

Indian universities must become the student’s sandbox

G. Venkatesh

T
here is a tide in the affairs of state 
policy, which, taken at the peak, 
could improve market outcomes. 
What began years ago as online 
activism over the safety of the pack-
aged stuff we consume has rallied 

its way up to the top judiciary. Activists have 
argued that the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India’s (FSSAI) rules for makers of 
food and beverages retailed in packs are too lax. 
Earlier this month, the regulator had reportedly 
rejected the idea of bright warnings on pack 
fronts, saying that displays of a black-and-white 
table of sugar, fat and salt content would suffice. 
Upfront cautions, once found impractical by 
the FSSAI, have the Supreme Court’s favour. 
The alleged duplicity of marketers has been 
part of the stir that led up to it. Why, rule-critics 
asked, do global brands vary input formulas for 
various markets? Social-media chatter around 
what such gaps imply for our health has lately 
been amplified by cheers of public support for a 
health crackdown on eateries and dark stores in 
some cities. That such rules must tighten is a 
rallying cry with national data behind it. India’s 
latest health survey flagged obesity as a risk set 
for a demographic bulge, with diabetes, hyper-
tension and cardiac cases rising fast. An upswell 
against ‘junk food’ finds added validity in how 
hard it is to keep kids off it. Even so, for the same 
reason that we do not ban such edibles, freedom 
of choice, packaging rule revisions must weigh 
trade-offs closely before they go into force.

One big hitch is that there is too much out 
there to regulate case by case, so India’s regula-
tor can only apply broad category rules that may 
be harsher for some items than others. Standard 
pack labels that show nutritional values, espe-
cially salt, sugar and fats, can offer data on basic 

risks at best. Case-wise scrutiny is rare but use-
ful. In July, for example, the FSSAI directed 
makers of fizzy beverages with high caffeine 
not to call them ‘energy’ drinks; nor could they 
claim to “aid in general weakness” or say it 
“revitalizes body and mind.” This was apiece 
with another move to stop businesses from 
using terms like ‘100%’ as part of their brand 
interface; the practice was judged as a sneaky 
way to make a false claim of purity in the hope 
its fine-print would escape notice. That con-
sumers are not misled is part of the regulatory 
agenda for good reason. But what exactly might 
justify a message slapped on to grab eyeballs is a 
separate question. Like some other countries, 
India could well adopt interpretative labels: say, 
‘high sugar’ marked boldly in red or ‘low fat’ in 
green. Given how much longer Indian pack 
labels often take to read than those in advanced 
markets, there exists a case not just for a better 
mix of brevity and clarity, but also for traffic-
signal type health codes.

An informed market is an aim nobody argues 
with, but how in-your-face a warning ought to 
be is best calibrated by scientific studies of risk. 
Chewing gum with xylitol can have an ill-effect 
on some but not all users. Similarly, junk-food 
risks vary across categories, age morbidities, 
etc. If India’s threshold for what justifies an 
invasion of a brand’s creative space—its pack-
face design—is set too strictly, it could end up as 
market overkill. Cases of glaring caution being 
an absolute-must do exist. Like cigarette packs, 
even if the rules now in force are arguably over-
the-top. Junk food rules are nowhere near that 
extreme, but as they tighten, they must not slip 
down a slippery slope of market intervention. 
Let’s analyse lethality first, like a good insurer 
would—without invading anyone’s privacy.

How to spot the slippery  
slope of pack regulation
India’s labelling of packages has provoked calls for boldface health warnings that could 

clash with the liberty of marketers. Here’s how the rules could strike an optimal balance 
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Nirmala Sitharaman has
again argued that high

lending rates hurt the small 
companies providing most 
of the employment—just 
days before Urjit Patel 
takes over as the Reserve 
Bank of India governor.

It is a valid complaint 
but the minister is barking 
up the wrong tree. The 
central bank does not have 
any space to cut policy 
interest rates by two per-
centage points if it has to 
keep inflation under con-
trol as well as give deposi-
tors positive real interest 
rates. The answer lies else-
where.

The lack of a vibrant cor-
porate bond market makes 
large companies depend-
ent on banks for funding. 
In effect, smaller firms get 
crowded out. This newspa-
per has often argued that 
India needs to move to a 
financial system where 
large companies raise 
money through bonds 
while banks predominantly 
fund smaller enterprises. 
We suggest that the minis-
ter should back bond mar-
ket reforms to further this 
goal—even if these reforms 
have been championed by 
a certain Raghuram Rajan.

QUICK EDIT

Funding 
small firms

WAR CHEST

Paytm parent 
holds talks to 
raise $350 mn

B Y  S H R U T I K A  V E R M A
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One97 Communications
Ltd, which runs Paytm,
the online payments ser-

vice and shopping website, is in
advanced talks to raise $300-350
million from investors including
MediaTek Inc., Temasek Hold-
ings Pte and Goldman Sachs
Group Inc., according to three
people close to the develop-
ment.

Taiwan’s Foxconn and Singa-
pore’s sovereign fund GIC Pte
are also likely to participate in
the latest round, besides existing
investors Alibaba Group and
SAIF Partners, the people said,
requesting anonymity. 

The deal, which is expected to
close in 30-60 days, will value
Paytm at about $5 billion, more
than double its last reported val-
uation of $2 billion in May 2015,
the people said. The final struc-
ture of the deal is being worked
upon. 

Alibaba and its affiliate Ant
Financial are yet to decide on
whether to put money directly
into the parent company, One97,
or buy stakes in subsidiaries
Paytm Payment Bank and Paytm
E-commerce. Alibaba is also in
discussions with the parent on
whether to pump in fresh capital
or buy stakes from existing
shareholders and founder Vijay
Shekhar Sharma.

With the fresh funds, Paytm,
which had cash of about $300
million in hand as of June, will
be able to build a strong war
chest at a time when rivals are
struggling to raise capital or are
accepting smaller investments. 

On Friday, Mint reported that
online marketplace Snapdeal
had raised $21 million as part of
a round that was announced in
February. 

If completed, the Paytm trans-
action will be the largest funding
round of any start-up in India
this year.

The investment from Tai-
wanese chip maker MediaTek
will help Paytm bundle its
mobile app in phones that are
fitted with MediaTek chipsets,
said one of the three people
cited earlier.

A Paytm spokesperson
declined to comment. Sharma
could not be reached for a com-
ment. 

“Paytm is an important strate-
gic partner of Alibaba Group and
Ant Financials and we will con-
tinue to support and work
closely with Paytm. It is our
common goal to provide equal
access to financial services in
India, China and around the
world,” an Alibaba Group
spokesperson said in an email
response to Mint’s queries.

“We continue to work closely
with Paytm as we have seen tre-
mendous result of our strategic
partnership since Ant’s invest-
ment in Paytm in February
2015,” an Ant Financial spokes-
woman said in an email. 

MediaTek, Temasek and Gold-
man did not respond to Mint’s
email query. SAIF Partners
declined to comment.

MediaTek has around 35% of
India’s market share for process-
ors used to power mobile
phones, ahead of rivals includ-
ing Qualcomm Inc. and Spread-
trum Communications Inc.,
according to a report by Bloom-
berg. In May, MediaTek invested
an undisclosed amount in
Paytm’s smaller rival MobiKwik,
run by One MobiKwik Systems
Pvt. Ltd.

“A lot of banking innovation
will be driven by fintech compa-
nies especially in the micro pay-
ments or offline payments space,
and a seamless experience can
happen eventually with an inte-
grated play between hardware
companies and payment servi-
ces providers,” said Vineet Tosh-
niwal, former managing director
at Equirus Capital, who is cur-
rently in the process of setting
up a start-up in the financial ser-
vices sector.

Investor interest in Paytm, the
top online payment services pro-
vider in India, is because an
overwhelming majority of trans-
actions in the country are settled
through cash, offering plenty of
opportunity for growth. 

Paytm founder Sharma is also
one of the 11 recipients of a pay-
ments bank licence from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in
August 2015 and is set to launch
Paytm’s payments bank business
by Diwali.

Last year, Chinese e-com-
merce giant Alibaba invested in
Paytm, expecting the company
to become the biggest payment
services provider on the back of
a large marketplace and by cre-
ating an affordable payments
infrastructure even in the offline
space, a model Alibaba follows
in China.

In 2015, Alibaba and its affili-
ate Ant Financials invested less
than $1 billion in Paytm.

Paytm started out as a mobile
payments and mobile recharges
business but the firm is today

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Discussions on with 
MediaTek, Temasek, 
Goldman, others; deal 
may more than double 
firm’s valuation to $5 bn

Global funds 
queue up for 
Everstone’s $2 
bn Reit
B Y  S WA R A J  S I N G H  D H A N J A L  

&  S H R I J A  A G R AWA L
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Singapore’s Temasek Holdings
Pte and GIC Pte, the Canada

Pension Plan Investment Board
and the Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority are in advanced talks
to invest in Everstone Group’s
$2 billion real estate investment
trust (Reit) offer, three people
aware of the development said.

The offering by Everstone
Group’s industrial and logistics
real estate development plat-
form, IndoSpace, is set to
become one of the biggest fund-
raisings through a private Reit in
India. These offerings are sold to
a handful of big investors. 

The Indian industrial and
logistics warehousing industry is
in its infancy and is growing rap-
idly, making it very attractive for
investors, experts said. The frag-
mented nature of the industry, a
shortage of warehousing facili-
ties and growing demand from
manufacturers and retailers add
to the attraction.

“There is a lot of demand from
e-commerce and retail compa-
nies. Additionally, as manufac-
turing growth picks up, demand
for warehousing assets will grow

TURN TO PAGE 2®
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The Union environment min-
istry has asked the Animal

Welfare Board of India (AWBI) to
assess the cost of building new
cow shelters and maintaining
existing ones to house stray cat-
tle, according to a senior envi-
ronment ministry official aware
of the matter.

The ministry has also asked
AWBI, India’s nodal body to pro-
mote animal welfare, to assess
the state of registered gaushalas
(cow shelters).

“There are lakhs of stray cattle
across India and they do not get
proper care once they stop giv-
ing milk,” said the official, who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity. “Our main aim behind such
study is to ensure that in a few
years from now, India doesn’t
have stray cattle any more. Our
plan is aimed at ensuring that
even when cattle stop giving
milk, there are people to take
care of them,” the official said,
adding that AWBI has been
asked to determine the financial
implications of providing shelter
to all stray cattle.

Cows that have stopped giving
milk are routinely driven out to
the streets, where they forage on

garbage. There are over 5 million
stray cattle in the country,
according to the central govern-
ment’s 2012 livestock census.
However, there are only around
1,850 registered cow shelters,
apart from a few hundred unreg-
istered ones, according to AWBI.

The official cited earlier
explained that the plan is to
make livestock owners aware of
the economic value of cattle
after they stop giving milk.

“ T h e s e  s t ray  cat t l e  o r
unwanted cows are basically
by-products of the milk industry,
which washes off its hands once
these animals stop  giving milk.
An economic value has to be put

to cows even when they stop giv-
ing milk to address the problem,”
said N.G. Jayasimha, an AWBI
member and an advocate.

“Once cattle stop giving milk,
they should not be allowed to go
out of villages. Instead, every vil-
lage has common land and that
land should be used to house
the stray cattle. And later, farm-
ers can get cow manure from
such shelters. This way, their
dependence on fertilizers, which
results in subsidy bill of thou-
sands of crores of rupees, will
reduce. Basically, stray cattle
need to be looked from an eco-
nomic point of view,” Jayasimha
added.

Cattle, mainly cows, have
been in the news since May
2014, when the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led government
came to power at the centre. 

Some groups have asked the
government to declare the cow
as India’s national animal
instead of the tiger. Later, the
debate shifted to banning cow
slaughter and eating beef. 

However, experts have repeat-
edly called for action to be taken
for the welfare of cattle and
demanded to know what steps
the government had taken. In
May, the government organized
a national meeting to discuss
steps to promote cow welfare. 

COW PROTECTION
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Online marketplace Snapdeal
has initiated a branding

overhaul as it seeks to create a
clear niche for itself in a market
that is now dominated by Flip-
kart and Amazon India, accord-
ing to two people aware of the
development.

Snapdeal, which is now a dis-
tant number three, is working on
a new logo—one that resembles
that of Dropbox, looking to
introduce a fresh colour (you
can expect one colour in the
name, instead of the present
blue and red) and introduce a
new tagline, the people said on
condition of anonymity. 

The makeover will be made
public before Diwali, a time
when e-commerce companies in
India witness peak traffic and
orders. The project is being led
by Snapdeal co-founder Rohit
Bansal, who is working closely
with advertising agency McCann
Erickson.

Snapdeal earlier promoted
itself as a deals site, touting deep
discounts and the lowest prices.
With a funding crunch, the com-
pany has been forced to change
its strategy. Snapdeal, which
didn’t have its own logistics unit

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Snapdeal plans 
rebranding drive 
to boost image

KEY NUMBERS
Around 1,850 gaushalas across 
India are registered with AWBI.

There are as many as 5.3 million 
stray cattle in the country, with 
4.3 million in rural areas and nearly 
1 million in urban areas.
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Govt considers building shelters for 
all stray cattle, moves to assess cost
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Elite tennis is becoming an old person’s game, with the average age 
of players in the top 10 steadily rising over the past 10 years, 
according to an analysis of Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) 
and Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) rankings data.

VETERANS INCREASINGLY 
DOMINATE TOP-LEVEL TENNIS
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The food you eat can be 
either the safest and 

most powerful form of 
medicine, or the slowest 

form of poison.

Ann Wigmore

is director, School of 

Technology, Dhirubhai Ambani 

University, Gandhinagar.

Don’t aim to maximize revenue, 
assess the economic impact of 

taxes, make no ’heads I win, tails I 
amend’ retrospective tweaks and 

ensure that tax policy is neither 
penny-wise nor cadre-shaped. 

India should adopt these five 
anti-canons of taxation for the 

sake of better overall outcomes. 
Tax policy must never put the 

state’s convenience above 
the economy it serves.

Q U I C K  R E A D

cally, India is the second-largest IVF destina-
tion in the world. We can no longer afford to 
crush the experimental spirit. We must 
actively nurture it on Indian campuses.

What does this sandbox look like in prac-
tice? It means stripping away a rigid and pre-
dictable syllabus so that students can finally 
chase what actually interests them, testing 
wild ideas alongside a community of equally 
obsessed peers. 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 has already laid down a blueprint. 
Concepts like the Academic Bank of Credits 

are designed precisely for 
this—to let a student take 
a Python coding class 
here, a behavioural psy-
chology seminar there, 
and build a unique as well 
as agile profile that AI 
cannot easily replicate. 
But execution remains 
patchy. Universities are 
deeply territorial, hesi-
tant to accept credits 
earned elsewhere or 
allow genuine cross-dis-
ciplinary freedom.

This institutional 
paralysis must end. The 

teach them to think like entrepreneurs—not 
necessarily to build startups, but to navigate 
ambiguity.

Currently, universities are failing at this 
because they are trapped in a metric-chasing 
rat race. They evaluate their worth by count-
ing enrolled students, faculty ratios, publica-
tions, memoranda of understanding and 
patents filed. But as Goodhart’s law warns us, 
when a measure becomes a target, it ceases 
to be a good measure. Institutions game the 
system for rankings rather than focusing on 
the student’s intellectual evolution.

This institutional 
rigidity is downstream of 
a culture that has histori-
cally punished risk-tak-
ers. When Dr Subhas 
Mukhopadhyay created 
India’s first (and the 
world’s second) in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) baby in 
1978—just 67 days after 
the world’s first in the 
UK—he was not cele-
brated as a pioneer. 
Instead, he was subjected 
to a brutal government 
inquiry that drove him to 
suicide. Today, ironi-

Universities must break down 
traditional pedagogies so that 
students experiment with skills 
and become problem solvers in 

an era when AI is enabling the 
automation of entry-level jobs.

For this, the regulatory system 
must evolve so that universities 

become sandboxes for our 
youth. The era of assembly-line 

rollouts of graduates for a 
predictable job market is dead.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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The five anti-canons of taxation 
that must guide India’s tax policy

Manjunath A. N. & 
Arjun Raghavendra M.
are former officers, Indian Revenue 

Service.



LIVEMINT.COM
Views Friday, 28 August 2026

New Delhi 13

S
omething strange is happening in the 
US labour market. The latest data 
released by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics shows that the US economy lost 
23,000 jobs in July, yet its unemploy-
ment rate actually fell to 4.1%. A closer 

look helps explain the apparent contradiction.
To be counted as unemployed in the US, a 

person must be actively looking for a job. Today, 
however, the job market is so bleak that people 
are giving up the search for work. Economists call 
this the ‘discouraged worker effect.’ As a result, 
the unemployment rate can decline even as 
demand for labour falls, because the supply of 
labour is shrinking even faster. Some estimates 
suggest that more than 2 million people have left 
the US labour force since November 2025.

By advanced-economy standards, the US has a 
high poverty rate. In 2024, 10.6% of Americans 
lived below the poverty line, which is defined as an 
annual income of less than $31,812 for a family of 
four. As some observers have noted, this figure 
may not reflect the true extent of the problem, 
since poverty has many dimensions that are not 
captured by a single income-based measure.

Moreover, many workers above the poverty line 
are seeing their real incomes shrink. Average US 
wages grew by 3.2% over the past year, while infla-
tion hovered around 3.5%. With jobs becoming 
harder to find and workers losing purchasing 
power, there would seem to be good reason to 
worry that the economy is headed for a recession. 
But that is not happening—at least in the conven-
tional sense.

The term ‘recession’ typically refers to a decline 
in economic activity across the country as a whole. 
A commonly used measure is two consecutive 
quarters of falling real GDP. By this measure, the 
US is not currently in recession, largely because 
rapid growth in some sectors, particularly AI, is off-
setting weakness elsewhere.

The result is a striking divide. Even as American 
workers lose out, those whose incomes depend on 
stocks and corporate profits are enjoying boom 
times. Notably, reports of job losses and worsening 
labour-market conditions coincided with a rise in 
US stock markets. The S&P 500, for example, 
gained 47.68 points, or 0.6%, that same week.

These trends are not unrelated. As firms respond 
to new technologies by shedding workers, labour 
costs can fall, boosting profits. Technology stocks 
did particularly well as news of US job losses broke, 
with Nvidia gaining 2.3% and Broadcom up 1.7%.

This economic divide is not confined to the US. 
India is experiencing similar bifurcation. Youth 
unemployment remains extremely high, with a 
severe shortage of jobs for young graduates of col-
leges and universities. The World Bank estimates 
that India’s youth unemployment rate increased 

It’s the Age of Gated Recessions: 
time to resist runaway inequality 
Multitudes could suffer adverse conditions while the rich grow richer and aggregate economic indicators mask hard times

THEIR VIEW

Kaushik Basu
is a professor of economics at Cornell 

University and a former chief economic advisor 

to the Government of India.
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O
penAI has launched ChatGPT for 
Teens, complete with various 
safety features. But this implies 

that the main concern of kids using artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) is their access to dam-
aging content. If only.

Don’t get me wrong. AI-assisted sui-
cides, deepfakes and sexually explicit con-
versations with and for children are—to be 
frank—horrific.

But, as a mother, my deepest concern is 
what AI use does to teens’ ability to think 
critically and develop socially. The only 
way to address those worries is not to tog-
gle with the app, but to limit kids’ exposure 
to it entirely. 

The new version of ChatGPT for Teens 
is targeted at kids aged 13 to 17. It includes 
content restrictions around sexual, violent 
and self-harm topics. It also promises to 
curb AI use for homework, guiding stu-
dents towards next steps instead of simply 
spouting answers straight up.

This is all well and good. I’m with the 
80% of American parents who support 
more controls on AI for kids, including 
parental permissions and alerts. 

But when it comes to the efficacy of such 
protections, I’m not holding my breath. 
We’ve seen how hard it is to impose age 
controls on social media. And age verifica-
tion for ChatGPT for Teens has no legal 
force behind it. 

Even more concerning, a version of the 
app marketed at teens may make parents 
(or educators) feel more comfortable with 
children accessing it. That could increase 
the use of AI by adolescents. They are 
already talking too much with their AI 
chatbots as it is. 

And of course, whatever OpenAI blocks 
is still available elsewhere. A new survey by 
Common Sense Media’s Youth AI Safety 
Institute found that 63% of teens are using 
AI explicitly to get homework answers. 
Testers asked Google Search to do their 
homework (math sets and essays) and it 
completed every assignment. And if you or 
your child are wondering, there is no way 
to turn Google AI’s assistant off. 

Already, our children’s brains are being 
changed by exposure to these tools. A 
recent study out of the University of Hong 
Kong and Stockholm University looked at 
27,000 students ages 12–18. The academic 
researchers found that after six months of 
using AI, students saw their average home-
work score go up. But come exam time, the 
same kids scored 20% below their class-
mates who had not used AI. 

This comes atop other early research 
suggesting a decline in cognition as a result 

of AI use. A 2026 literature review of 400 
studies by the Brookings Institution, where 
I am a fellow, concluded “the risks of utiliz-
ing generative AI in children’s education 
overshadow its benefits.” 

This is to say nothing about what AI is 
doing to children’s relationships with their 
parents and with each other. In a 2025 sur-
vey by Thorn, a child safety non-profit 
entity, nearly a third (29%, that is) of minors 
had turned to AI chatbots for guidance on 
a sensitive or intimate topic—a friction-
free alternative to seeking their parents’ 
and peers’ counsel.

To be sure, we are at the very beginning 
of understanding what AI might do to 
human cognition. Maybe there will be 
some incredible upside, some unique 
advantage for kids in particular. 

But try telling that to this battle-weary 
bunch of moms and dads. In the last dec-
ade, we’ve had to navigate kids’ relation-
ships with smartphones, social media and 
screen-based schooling. And now AI. 

Each time, policymakers and Big Tech 
and schools have erred on the side of sorry 
rather than safe. Each time, reams of after-
the-fact data have confirmed what com-
mon sense could foretell: Addictive tech-
nology and developing brains are a dan-
gerous mix. 

So, yes—if OpenAI wants to help address 
the problem it has created, that counts as 
progress. I’ll cheer on any attempt to put 
more guardrails on Big Tech when it comes 
to kids. 

But the most surefire way in schools and 
homes to protect children from AI—at this 
critical time of development of the tech-
nology and a critical time for the develop-
ment of our children’s faculties—is to limit 
access to it completely. 

In school, it may make sense to return to 
taking exams with pen and pencil. Home-
work should be done on paper, or at the 
very least, a device that can block AI—
which means companies will have to grant 
parents and teachers the ability to do so.

At home, parents should keep trying to 
delay personal screens from being used by 
their children as long as possible. Bring 
back reading, time outside and playing 
with friends instead.

 Call me reactionary, but look at apps 
designed for children with a particular 
level of scepticism. ©BLOOMBERG

Why AI chatbots designed for 
teens are no relief for parents

Addictive technology and developing brains are a dangerous mix

OpenAI’s ChatGPT for teens merely shows 

recognition of parental concerns. AP

by 2.1 percentage points to 17.7% in 2025. Conse-
quently, many of these young people and their 
households may be experiencing a decline in 
real income.

At the same time, India’s economy continues to 
grow rapidly, with per capita GDP rising by 6.6% 
in 2025. Here, too, aggregate figures conceal a 
bleaker picture, as strong income growth in a small 
segment of the population coexists with economic 
distress for many others.

Allowing such a stark divide 
represents a major policy failure. 
As a middle-income country 
with relatively low wages, India 
can, given the right policies, 
create jobs for its young people. 
This remains true even if current 
labour-market trends are being 
driven by AI and other digital 
technologies that reduce 
demand for human labour 
and concentrate profits in a 
few hands.

As economies become 
increasingly fragmented, policy-
makers, journalists and other 
observers must pay closer atten-
tion to what lies beneath aggregate statistics. We 
are entering an era of what might be called ‘gated 
recessions’: certain groups or regions experience 
recession-like conditions while the rich grow 
richer, keeping aggregate indicators looking 
healthy.

It is possible, for example, that lower-middle-

class households in India—especially those with 
young adults fresh out of college—are effectively 
caught in a gated recession. In the US, states with 
the highest concentrations of low-income resi-
dents, such as Mississippi, New Mexico, Louisiana 
and Oklahoma, could similarly be experiencing 
localized, gated recessions as the labour market 
deteriorates.

The point is not to assign blame, as the causes of 
these disparities are often deep-
seated and cannot be attributed 
to any single individual, party or 
administration. Nevertheless, 
politicians need to be held 
accountable for their response, 
rather than be allowed to dismiss 
the problem by pointing to 
favourable aggregates.

Addressing these divisions 
will require multi-faceted policy 
interventions. As AI continues to 
advance, wealth inequality is 
likely to skyrocket. Attempting 
to protect jobs by discouraging 
AI adoption through regulation 
would do more harm than good, 
creating costly distortions and 

weighing on productivity growth. A more effective 
way to break down the barriers between gated 
wealth and gated poverty, and ensure that the 
gains generated by technological progress are 
broadly shared, would be to impose higher 
marginal taxes on the fortunes, inheritances and 
incomes of the super-rich.©2026/PROJECT SYNDICATE

It is possible, for example, that 
lower-middle-class households 
in India—especially those with 

young adults fresh out of college
—are effectively caught in such 

a ‘gated recession.’

Trying to halt job takeovers by 
AI would do more harm than 

good but an advisable policy may 
be to levy higher marginal taxes 

on the fortunes, inheritances 
and incomes of the ultra-rich.

Q U I C K  R E A D

Rahul Jacob renowned gallerist and bon vivant, done 
largely according to local customs. His part-
ner of more than three decades left the 
event’s organization, lunch included, to his 
staff because, as he self-deprecatingly 
explained, his partner handled this sort of 
thing. Instead of the void, one felt the pres-
ence of his partner on an occasion that 
included Balinese dance and a traditional 
gamelan mini-orchestra. Youngsters gave 
tributes to a favourite gay uncle who had 
mentored them. Hundreds of solitary mari-
golds hung from trees in a rock garden he 
had designed. Simple offerings of frangipani 
and bougainvillea were in lacquered trays 
that resembled crowns. Beryl de Zoete, who 
published a book on Balinese dance in 1938, 
wrote that even then, when Charlie Chaplin 
and other Hollywood stars visited the island, 
there were people who said “Bali was too 
spoiled to be worth a visit.” Her rebuttal was 
forceful. “Bali is neither a last nor a lost para-
dise,” but home to people “who have a great 
sense of humour and a great sense of style 
where their own traditions are concerned.” 
At a memorial that combined sumptuous 
colour in a seemingly effortless ritual of 
remembrance and celebration, those words 
rang true some 90 years later.

posed as. Gone are the days of jumping on a 
plane to Dakar in Senegal to listen to its 
incredible posse of singers from Youssou 
N’Dour to Orchestra Baobab in concerts 
that sometimes lasted till 5am. No more do 
I travel to Beijing or Bali as I once did, or for 
literary festivals. Instead, I enjoy travel most 
when seeing friends instead of sightseeing.

The bizarre effect is to feel more deeply 
connected to places than I did before. On 
this visit to Bali, I stayed first with friends in 
a made-for-movies minimalist villa in 

Cemagi. I arrived, after a 
two-hour drive from the 
airport through clogged 
roads reminiscent of 
Bengaluru, to a lunch 
that felt like a reunion 
with them and other 
friends. I arrived at 
another friend’s home in 
Bali to find almost every 
dinner over the week was 
a different event, one of 
which was a conservation 
project to save fireflies.

This week, I attended 
the memorial in Ubud of 
a Malaysian friend and 

Almost 20 years ago, I published a collec-
tion of travel essays that celebrated the fact 
that overseas travel could be enjoyed by tens 
of millions of travellers from Asia and 
argued that burdensome visa regimes 
needed to catch up.

The world of travel is thankfully more 
egalitarian now, but I paradoxically travel 
much less. My memories of visiting places 
such as Kerala’s backwaters or taking rowing 
lessons, gondola-style standing up, in Ven-
ice decades ago are crowded out by visions 
of throngs at these desti-
nations. Covid brain fog 
for me was unusual: the 
two lockdowns in India 
as well as government-
mandated extreme 
social distancing felt 
akin to solitary confine-
ment. I felt cut off from 
friends elsewhere in 
India and around the 
world while becoming 
inoculated against wan-
derlust.

I am now the very 
opposite of the adven-
turous traveller I once 

And, there is the rub. Online bookings 
may nowadays require just a few clicks, but 
tourist destinations are frequently over-
whelmed by tourists searching for Insta-
grammable moments. The Bali I first 
encountered was two decades ago when I 
rushed to the island after a terrorist bomb-
ing on Kuta beach and in Jimbaran Bay to 
write an article criticizing warnings by 
Western governments not to travel to Bali. 
Now, it is the congestion at popular destina-
tions that I worry about, starting with air-
port immigration queues.

I am guilty of considering myself a travel-
ler while maintaining that “the other fellow 
is a tourist,” as the late novelist Evelyn 
Waugh observed. Today, visitors from differ-
ent countries make Bali or Florence feel like 
its attractions are under siege from a non-vi-
olent infantry toting selfie sticks and march-
ing behind tour guides with colourful flags. 

As far back as 1988, in a collection of 
essays titled Holidays from Hell, American 
humourist P.J. O’Rourke complained about 
just about every nationality abroad, starting 
with his own to “peevish Swiss, smelly Nor-
wegian backpackers yodelling in restau-
rants” to Japanese who travelled in large 
groups and Germans by the hotel poolside. 

T
he line up of grinning, life-sized 
robotic images instead of immigration 
officers at Bali’s airport welcoming us 

with manic enthusiasm on Monday turned 
out to be a mirage. The passport scanning 
machines were brand new but not working, 
forcing most travellers into queues manned 
by very few officers. This mechanical mal-
function was after Indonesian e-visas and-e 
arrival cards had made the process both eas-
ier and more complicated. Indonesia 
requires pointless ‘captcha’ codes to be 
deciphered by visitors, but Indian e-arrival 
formalities are still more difficult to com-
plete on a computer screen because a bal-
loon unhelpfully obscures the code. Mean-
while, in Europe this summer chaotic immi-
gration queues even led to some flights 
taking off without several passengers 
caught in the snarl of bureaucratic over-
reach. If this dystopian travel experience is 
a forerunner of human-supervised artificial 
intelligence, we should all worry.

Tourist or traveller? Bali has long charmed everyone

is a former Financial Times 

foreign correspondent. Visitors from various countries 
frequently make Bali feel like its 
attractions are under siege from 

a non-violent infantry toting 
selfie sticks and marching behind 
tour guides with colourful flags.

Bali’s big charm, though, is far 
from the crowds. It’s home to 

people who have a great sense 
of humour and sense of style on 
matters of tradition, as famously 
observed almost a century ago.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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Over the last several decades, the topic of spirituali-
ty has come to the forefront of public and profession-
al consciousness. With the dawn of a new century, spir-
ituality has received increased coverage in the media
and more discussion in the workplace, in politics and
in education. To many, spirituality represents a nec-
essary essence of life that energises both thoughts and
actions.

To others, spirituality is a belief in a power operat-
ing in the universe greater than oneself. Still others
define it as a sense of interconnectedness with all living
creatures, and an awareness of the purpose and
meaning of life. However, the lack of a universally
accepted theory or definition of spirituality has
created a lot of confusion as well as misunderstand-

ing in society. Many people confuse spirituality with
religion and so bring pre-existing beliefs about the
impact of religion to discussions about spirituality.

Though all religions emphasise spirituality as being
an important part of faith, what really needs to be
answered is whether it is possible to be ‘spiritual’
without necessarily being a part of an organised reli-
gious community?

Recognising the difference between spirituality
and religion can be a great way to begin to understand
what spirituality actually means.

Those people who profess their faith in Almighty and
higher beings, in living life virtuously or in following
the rituals pertaining to their faith are known as reli-
gious-minded. However, there is a difference between
being religious and being spiritual. Even though
books and information on spirituality have flooded the
world, there is still a lot of vagueness and contradic-
tion about knowledge of the soul, its original nature,
abode and role in world drama.

The first step towards being spiritual is to be soul-
conscious and be free from all limitations and
bondages of the physical world.

A spiritual being is aware of his/her real identity -
of being a soul and a child of the Supreme Soul - and
is also aware of one’s true nature of being peaceful,
pure, blissful and loveful. When we play our worldly
roles with this awareness, we live a truly spiritual life.

We also begin to see everyone as souls and, instead
of creating karmic bondages in relationships, we begin
to empower each other and remain detached and
loving.

Self-realization is the goal of many spiritual schools
of thought, but most people go beyond satiating their
curiosity to learn something new, and once they learn
it or experience it, their excitement fades and they start
searching for other sources of intellectual stimulation.

A spiritual person always remains content with the
self and devotes his time not to material pursuits but
tends to remain in the company of the divine, thereby
experiencing true love, peace and happiness which are
more lasting than material attainments. Such a
person will see everyone as souls; be loveful to every
person in this world regardless of one’s religion,
country, gender and other physical traits.

When we would understand the above definition of
a real spiritual being, we would be spiritually awak-
ened and enlightened and get directly connected to
the Supreme Being, who would lead us to the path of
self-transformation, which would further lead to
world transformation. So, let’s embark on this journey
of becoming a ‘Spiritual Being’ through self-realisation
and introspection.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 
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a seat at the table, while keeping a close eye
on China’s regional ambitions and the China-
Pakistan nexus.

As an economic powerhouse, China often
seeks to dominate the SCO, which has its sec-
retariat in Beijing. India consistently uses the
platform to counter these dynamics.

At the SCO summit at Tianjin in China last
year, India reiterated its opposition to Beijing’s
ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), with
PM Modi emphasising that connectivity efforts
“must uphold the principles of sovereignty and
territorial integrity”.

In a strong message to China, which has
often used “salami slicing” tactics to encroach
on territory India claims as its own, PM Modi
also noted: “Connectivity that bypasses sov-
ereignty ultimately loses both trust and
meaning.” India remains the sole SCO member
state that does not endorse the BRI.

For India, SCO membership is both a strate-
gic and economic imperative. PM Modi spelt
out the three pillars upon which India’s
policy towards the SCO is predicated at the
Tianjin summit last year: Security, Connectivity
and Opportunity.

India’s membership of the SCO is also crit-
ical for its connectivity strategy across Eurasia.
With Pakistan blocking India’s direct overland
access to Afghanistan and beyond to Central
Asia, New Delhi must explore alternative
transit routes to these regions.

Building robust ties with the ‘stans’ of
Central Asia, which India views as part of its
extended neighbourhood, is crucial to balance
China’s heavy influence in the region. The SCO
serves as a useful platform to find common
ground with them on various issues, includ-
ing connectivity, energy, security, trade, crit-
ical minerals and counter-terrorism.

It’s noteworthy that en route to Bishkek, PM
Modi will also be travelling to Uzbekistan, with

which it has robust defence cooperation, to
build on its strategic partnership.

The ‘stans’ are particularly important for
New Delhi’s efforts at connectivity with
Central Asia and even beyond to Europe. There
is convergence of interests in this regard, with
these landlocked nations exploring alterna-
tive routes for connectivity.

India has been banking on the INSTC
(International North South Transport Corridor)
as a vital connectivity link to Central Asia. The
ambitious project, however, is a long way
away from fruition.

India’s plans to access these nations and
Afghanistan via the Iranian port of Chabahar,
too, have been in the doldrums owing to US
sanctions and the current heightened tensions
in West Asia. On the security front, the SCO pro-
vides India with a vital platform to draw atten-
tion to terror, especially emanating from
Pakistan. Last year, for instance, India highlight-
ed the terror strikes carried out at Pahalgam
in Kashmir by Pak-backed attackers. India
acknowledges that the SCO-RATS (Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure), headquartered at
Tashkent in Uzbekistan, has played a signifi-
cant role in the fight against terrorism.

At the Bishkek summit, India will undoubt-
edly press ahead with its focus on counter-ter-
rorism and regional connectivity. Additionally,
as member states discuss establishing an SCO
Development Bank to fund infrastructure,
India will likely seek more clarity on its struc-
ture to ensure it aligns with territorial sover-
eignty principles. Ultimately, India’s participa-
tion in the Bishkek summit is not merely a
diplomatic routine. It’s driven by a pragmat-
ic focus on strategic autonomy, counter-ter-
rorism, and Eurasian access. India should do
its utmost to leverage the SCO to safeguard
its own strategic interests and monitor
regional dynamics.

Editor’s

On the morning of August 26, a slab of glacier broke off a
mountainside on the Nepal-Tibet border, crashed into a valley
and blocked the Lhende River. The lake it formed burst almost
instantly, sending ice, rock and water down the Bhote Koshi
and Trishuli rivers into Nepal's Rasuwa and Nuwakot districts,
and across into Tibet's Gyirong County. Nepal's police have
confirmed over 160 dead and hundreds missing, among them
more than a hundred Indians, many on the Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrimage, and foreign nationals from half a dozen other
countries. Bridges, highways and roughly an eighth of Nepal's
hydropower capacity were knocked out within minutes.

The immediate trigger was natural, violent enough that
seismographs first mistook it for an earthquake. But natural is
not the same as normal. Nepal's glaciers are retreating up to
15 metres a year, and glacial-origin floods across the Hindu
Kush Himalaya, once expected roughly once a decade,
numbered three in just two months last year, according to
ICIMOD, the region's mountain-research body. What has
shifted is temperature, not geology.

Layered on top is a man-made factor: hydropower stations,
roads and settlements pushed into unstable valleys with
almost no early-warning cover, in a country that emits less than
a tenth of one per cent of the world's carbon. Cutting the toll of
the next flood, and there will be one, means treating glacial
lakes as the infrastructure risk they are: systematic mapping of
the region's most dangerous lakes, sensor-based warning
systems extended from a handful of pilot valleys to every
settlement below a glacier, zoning that keeps construction off
riverbanks, and hydropower design built for catastrophic
failure, not average monsoon rainfall.

Nepal and its neighbours have already piloted much of this;
what's missing is scale and money. This flood crossed from
Tibet into Nepal in minutes, and from Nepal into India within
hours, since the Trishuli becomes the Gandak, putting Bihar on
flood alert before rescue teams had finished searching Rasuwa.

A hazard indifferent to borders needs cooperation that
matches it: real-time hydrological data-sharing between Nepal,
China and India, built on existing frameworks such as
ICIMOD's glacial-lake inventories and the Koshi Basin
Initiative, not one-off goodwill after each disaster. The UN's
response has followed the standard emergency script:
Secretary-General António Guterres's condolences, followed
swiftly by the WFP, WHO, UNICEF, UNDP and OCHA deploying
rations, medical kits and satellite mapping.

Nepal needed monitoring and money years before this
week, not sympathy after it. India moved with familiar speed:
Modi's call to his Nepali counterpart Balendra Shah, the
promise of all possible humanitarian assistance with NDRF
teams on standby. India has as much at stake in Himalayan
glacier monitoring as Nepal does. First response should now
make room for first investment: shared early-warning
networks, not relief flights after the water has fallen.

The warming of Himalayas is turning them into a
ticking time bomb; only concerted action by

Nepal, India and China can avert disaster

Himalayan 
catastrophe

Parandur airport: Back to square one?
The decision of the Tamil Nadu Government, led by C.
Joseph Vijay, to cancel the proposed greenfield airport at
Parandur is disappointing and could have serious impli-
cations for the State’s industrial growth.

The project had reportedly completed much of the nec-
essary due diligence, with financial closure at an advanced
stage. Major industries, including multinational compa-
nies located in and around Parandur, had welcomed the
airport as a long-standing requirement.

The decision could send a wrong signal to potential
investors and create apprehension that a change of gov-
ernment could also mean a change in policies. Such uncer-
tainty may affect Tamil Nadu’s ability to attract and retain
investment.

The government has cited the interests of farmers as
the principal reason for shelving the project. However, the
reported statement that the 1,800 acres already acquired
would instead be used for other industrial purposes raises
questions about how farmers’ interests are being protect-
ed. Tamil Nadu needs consistent and predictable policies.
Major development projects should be assessed objec-
tively on their long-term economic, social and environ-
mental implications rather than being reversed to fulfil
political commitments

THARCIUS S FERNANDOI | CHENNAI 

Tackling motor insurance fraud
The Supreme Court’s directive ordering states to estab-
lish dedicated Special Investigation Teams (SITs) highlights
a deeply entrenched vulnerability within India’s motor
insurance framework. The investigation into a compen-
sation scam of “enormous proportion” involving falsified
vehicle accident records exposes a crisis that extends far
beyond simple criminal deceit. It represents a systemic
failure that inflicts severe, long-term economic damage
on the nation’s insurance ecosystem.

Fabricated claims and staged accidents artificially inflate
payout liabilities for insurance companies. This rampant
bleed drains underwriting reserves, distorts actuarial risk
pricing and worsens loss ratios across the industry.
Consequently, insurance providers are forced to adjust
for these financial leaks by hiking premium rates. Honest,
law-abiding policyholders are ultimately left to absorb the
financial burden of a fraudulent minority through inflat-
ed annual costs. Furthermore, such widespread malprac-
tices erode public trust in judicial compensation channels
designed to aid genuine victims. 

State-level SITs must combine prosecution with tech-
nology. Linking traffic, police and vehicle records can make
claims verification tamper-proof, protecting insurers
and consumers.

VINEETH KUMAR | KERALA
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Revelers throw tomatoes at each other during the annual "Tomatina" tomato fight
fiesta, in the village of Bunol near Valencia, Spain PHOTO: PTI
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The NITI Aayog’s August 2026

report, Reimagining Skilling for

Viksit Bharat@2047, notes that

early exposure to vocational

options remains limited.

The National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020 envisages vocational

exposure for 50 per cent of

students by 2025 and all students

by 2030, but implementation

remains at an early stage. It also

points out that the lack of such

exposure limits informed career

choices and the development of

foundational employability skills.

Therefore, corrective action must

begin much earlier. Vocational and

practical skills should be

strengthened in schools, enabling

students to discover their aptitude,

interests and potential career

paths. At the time of college entry,

professional career counselling,

based on aptitude, emerging

employment opportunities and

local economic needs, should help

students make informed choices

rather than simply pursuing

generic degrees. Colleges should

not be sustained merely to protect

existing staffing patterns or fill

seats by introducing additional

courses; institutions with genuine

potential should receive greater

support. At the same time, higher

public investment in infrastructure,

manufacturing, healthcare services

and other labour-intensive sectors

is needed to create employment

opportunities, strengthen

livelihoods and encourage private

investment.

Education must ultimately

connect learning with meaningful

work. A stronger focus on practical

skills, career guidance and

employment generation can help

young people move from degrees

to sustainable livelihoods.

BRIJ BHUSHAN GOYAL | LUDHIANA
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As the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation turns 25, its Bishkek summit comes at a time of deepening geopolitical turbulence.
For India, the grouping is more than a regional forum: it is a crucial platform to advance strategic autonomy, counter terrorism,

strengthen ties with Central Asia and secure connectivity across Eurasia while navigating the growing influence of China

SCO Summit: India’s Eurasian balancing act
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Raksha Bandhan: A bond beyond blood
Raksha Bandhan, or “the knot of protection”, is here.
Though the origin of Rakhi can be traced to the
Mahabharata, with religious and historical references
as well, the tradition of sisters tying rakhis around
their brothers’ wrists has transcended cultures 
and religions.

Rakhi is not just a thread; it is a promise tied with
love and secured for life. It hinges on mutual respect,
care and affection. It is a celebration of trust, com-
panionship and the enduring bond between two
people. 

When women tie rakhis on the wrists of men who
are not their biological brothers, they foster the mag-
nificent Indian concept of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”,
the much-celebrated Sanskrit phrase meaning “the
world is one family”. This “world is one family” is a
much-needed emotion in troubled times. No race, reli-
gion or nationality should come in the way of
people-to-people interaction and bonding. A brother-
sister relationship comes from the heart, not 
from blood.

The bond between the two is sometimes tightly
woven, at times loosely held, but never broken. They
are siblings by chance, but friends by choice.

GANAPATHI BHAT| AKOLA

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

The upcoming annual leaders’ summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) at
Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan, which PM Narendra
Modi will attend, comes amid ongoing geopo-
litical shifts and strategic realignments that con-
tinue to trigger severe global economic conse-
quences.

The motto of the summit on August 31-
September 1 - ‘25 years of the SCO: Together
Towards Sustainable Peace, Development and
Prosperity’ - serves both as an ambitious goal
and a test of regional cooperation.

The summit takes place against a backdrop
of global turmoil driven by Russia’s long-drawn
war with Ukraine and the unabating US-Israel-
Iran conflict. Both Russia and Iran are SCO
members. These conflicts have had a major
impact on the global economy and the SCO
motto, therefore, assumes even greater signif-
icance.

Over its 25-year history, the SCO has expand-
ed considerably. It now includes 10 member
states, two observer states and 15 dialogue part-
ners that encompass a vast geographical area,
diverse cultures and people. For India, SCO mem-
bership provides a crucial platform to pursue
its strategic interests in the vast Eurasia region.

India transitioned from an observer state in
2005 to full membership in 2017 alongside
Pakistan, whose inclusion was backed by its all-
weather ally, China. The other full members
include the Central Asian countries of
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Its two
newest members are Iran, which joined the
grouping in 2023, and Belarus in 2024.
Afghanistan and Mongolia serve as observer
states.

Additionally, the SCO’s 15 dialogue partners
reflect the growing interest in the grouping. They
are Egypt, Qatar, Kuwait, UAE, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Azerbaijan and
Armenia.

With the 10 member states encompassing a
huge geographical spread of around 36 million
sq km and over 3.4 billion people, India recog-
nises the geopolitical value of remaining deeply
engaged in the SCO at both multilateral and bilat-
eral levels. PM Modi, for instance, will be
meeting Russian President Vladimir Putin,
among others, on the margins of the summit.

India’s SCO membership also underlines its
strategic autonomy in participating in a non-
Western-aligned forum alongside major powers
like Russia and China. Membership ensures India

The journey from faith to self-realisation

PARUL
CHANDRA



For previous gen-
erations, child-
hood slowly faded
from their
memory. For Gen
Alpha, it may
become some-
thing that
machines remem-
ber. Search
engines, recom-
m e n d a t i o n
systems, digital
classrooms and AI

tutors as part of everyday learning do more than
just capture the things children do: they infer what
they do, predict what they like and create oppor-
tunities for them. This is the start of an ‘AI
shadow’ — a series of guesses and presumptions
that a machine draws from a child’s online foot-
prints. This is important, as AI continues to grow
up quicker than the organisations that regulate it.

The child that India is today is an impressive
digital kid. According to the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2024, 89.1 per cent of ado-
lescent youths aged 14-16 mentioned they had a
smartphone in their home. However, how they use
that access demonstrates it: 76 per cent of them
use their smartphones most often for social
media, and only 57 per cent use them most often
for educational purposes. This is also highlighted
in UNICEF India’s guidance, which states that access
to the internet still has to catch up with the insti-
tutional infrastructure, as only 63.5 per cent of
schools in India have internet facilities as part of

their infrastructure. A study conducted by UNICEF
U-Report also reveals that 40 per cent of young
people use the internet for more than four hours
a day. The key change is not that kids are growing
up digital, however. Digital interaction is becom-
ing a regular component of childhood architecture.
AI is now taking things one step further.

India’s experience is part of the global shift. In
June 2026, a UNICEF analysis found that at least 20
million children had used AI across 10 countries.
About 13 million used AI for studies and homework,
while over 2 million used it for guidance on per-
sonal matters. AI has become part of childhood,
offering opportunities such as personalised tutor-
ing, one-to-one support and help in identifying
learning gaps.

UNICEF’s Guidance on AI and Children 3.0
acknowledges this potential but cautions that evi-
dence on AI’s impact on children remains limited.
It urges ‘child-centred’ AI systems that safeguard
children’s rights, privacy, development and auton-
omy. The more personalised AI becomes, the more
information it requires. An AI tutor can identify
what a child struggles with, what interests them
and which explanations work. This can make it an
effective teaching aid, but also create an ‘AI
shadow’. If algorithms repeatedly predict what a
child can or should do, those predictions may influ-
ence future choices.

Not all of these risks are equal. The first digital
divide was in part access, coupled with access to
a device and connection or electricity. The second
was skills - who knew how to use technology effec-
tively. The new polarisation may be one over the
interpretation, who is interpreting them with tech-

nology. In a recent report, UNICEF stated that
unequal access to and skills with digital technolo-
gies can exacerbate inequalities in childhood:
‘Childhood in a Digital World’. It also has some
more recent AI evidence, as children were more
than three times more likely than their parents to
say they had used AI across the 10 countries studied.
In most of these countries, at least three-quarters
of parents/caregivers were never users of AI, thus
creating an AI usage divide within the family. If a
parent is not familiar with the AI environment, it’s
difficult to guide a child through it. The disparity
in AI use could thus not just be between children
with access to AI and children without 
access to AI. 

International law and the data-protection
regime in India already acknowledge that children
should be afforded special protection. The Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, Section 9, man-
dates, for the processing of a child’s personal data,
that their verifiable consent be obtained, and pro-

hibits tracking, behavioural monitoring and tar-
geted advertising directed at children, except under
narrow exceptions. The Rules were further mod-
ified in 2025 to include a few exceptions for the
safety and welfare of children. These are key safe-
guards. However, AI poses a more challenging
question than traditional data protection: How to
protect information that is not directly disclosed? 

UNICEF’s new guidance is very clear about this.
It calls for the storage of children’s data for as long
as necessary, to ensure that data gathered regard-
ing a child does not accompany him/her when
he/she grows up. It also requires transparency,
accountability, fairness and child protection with
regard to children’s developing autonomy. It
indicates a principle which India needs to take seri-
ously: developmental data minimisation. Gather
materials required for a child’s learning and/or
security. Keep it as short a time as possible. Don’t
let childhood behavioural profiles go undocument-
ed. Then the "algorithmic forgetfulness" principle
should be in place. Children should be given the
opportunity to develop beyond the machine’s
understanding of themselves. This is really a ‘right
to be wrong’ thing. One of the greatest assets of
AI is its ability to recognise patterns. Change is the
strength of childhood. The risk is that a system
designed on the basis of AI will end up categoris-
ing what the child is good at today as what he or
she should be tomorrow. The impact of AI on chil-
dren’s cognitive development, emotional depen-
dence and exposure to harm is still emerging,
according to UNICEF. UNICEF explained this evi-
dence was limited in scope and that the adoption
of AI was quickening the pace. This is possibly one

of the key facts. There are more technologies being
scaled up than there is evidence of consequences.

The  agenda  for  change  in  India  is  progressing:
India must not wait for the AI shadow to tag its chil-
dren as a permanent reality of their lives to con-
template its meaning. There are four steps that are
critical:

1. AI literacy in school beyond just prompting and
fact-checking, empowering children to compre-
hend the functioning of systems and their ability
to produce outputs and make predictions.

2. Support materials and advice for parents to
help them navigate the AI environments their chil-
dren use.

3. Regular and clear requirements for business-
es to render the processing of children’s data under-
standable, appropriate and traceable.

4. Restrictions on retention and inference that
childhood data is not an implicit credential for a
lifetime.

Most importantly, the information that is gath-
ered during childhood should not be a secret cre-
dential for a lifetime. AI’s promise is that it will be
able to better understand learners. What risks do
you face is that it might start to shape them. Gen
Alpha might be the first generation to rise up with
an AI shadow. The biggest danger is that AI will
know too much, too soon and that it will confuse
a moment in childhood for a lifetime map. Prior
generations thought it was a given they would be
able to become a person who their youths could-
n’t imagine. Gen Alpha deserves the same freedom.

For nearly six decades, Left-Wing Extremism remained
one of India’s most serious internal security challenges.
Beginning with the Naxalbari movement in West
Bengal, it developed into a prolonged armed insur-
gency across parts of central and eastern India.

In 2026, India reached an important turning point.
On March 31, the Union government declared that the
country had effectively achieved its objective of
becoming free from Left-Wing Extremism. According
to government data, the number of affected districts
declined from 126 in 2014 to zero by March-April 2026.
Naxal-related incidents also fell from 870 in 2014 to 234

in 2025, while fatalities declined from 310 to 100.
However, the decline in violence raises an equally important question: what happens

after an insurgency loses its territory, weapons and organisational strength? 
The real challenge is to ensure that conditions enabling extremism do not return
permanently.

India’s approach has gradually moved beyond security operations towards a com-
bination of security, development, governance and rehabilitation. The objective is
not simply to establish security control, but to ensure that citizens experience the
presence of the State through schools, hospitals, markets, public services and employ-
ment opportunities.

Bastar represents this transition clearly. For years, its difficult terrain and forests
provided space for Maoist groups, while poor connectivity restricted the reach of
government institutions. Yet reclaiming territory is only the first step. Roads must
remain functional, schools need teachers, health centres require doctors and med-
icines, and young people need meaningful employment.

Rehabilitation is another major challenge of the post-Naxal phase. Security oper-
ations can weaken an armed organisation, but the long-term outcome depends on
what happens to those who surrender. Education, vocational training, identity doc-
uments, housing, employment, psychological support and acceptance within
society are necessary for genuine reintegration.

The experiences of sur-
rendered cadres in
Chhattisgarh illustrate this
possibility. Some former
insurgents have entered ordi-
nary professions such as tai-
loring, plumbing and other
service-sector work. Every
former combatant success-
fully integrated into civilian
life reduces the possibility of
renewed recruitment and
demonstrates that a peaceful
alternative is available.

Another important issue is
the possible participation of
former Maoists in democra-
tic politics. A democracy can
accommodate radical or
unpopular political opinions
as long as political activity
remains within the constitu-
tional and legal framework.
A clear distinction must
therefore be maintained between political belief and political violence. The State
must act firmly against violence, unlawful activities and links with armed organi-
sations. This distinction is particularly important in the debate over who should be
described as a "Naxal." Treating different forms of political activity as identical can
weaken democratic debate. The most effective approach is one based on evidence,
law and due process.

The post-Naxal challenge also extends into the information space. The weaken-
ing of armed groups does not automatically remove the narratives and grievances
that contributed to their influence. Social media can spread political messages far
beyond the regions where the insurgency once operated. Therefore, credible public
communication is essential. The State must explain its policies, address legitimate
grievances and demonstrate visible development outcomes, while security agen-
cies identify genuine extremist activity without treating ordinary disagreement as
a security threat.

Financial networks also require continued attention. Strong action against unlaw-
ful financing should strengthen, rather than weaken, public confidence in institu-
tions.

Security agencies cannot simply withdraw after the declaration of a Naxal-free India.
The more sustainable approach is a gradual transition from intensive counter-insur-
gency operations to normal policing and civilian administration.

Economic development will also be central to lasting peace. Businesses, cooper-
atives, self-help groups and skill-development programmes can create employment
and alternatives to underground networks, particularly for young people and former
insurgents. Communities with functioning markets, secure livelihoods, education
and opportunities for advancement are less vulnerable to the appeal of armed pol-
itics. Ultimately, the success of an insurgency can be measured through statistics
such as fewer attacks, deaths and affected districts. It is visible when children attend
school regularly, patients can reach hospitals, farmers can access markets, young
people find employment and former insurgents rebuild their lives.

India has made substantial progress in dismantling the armed infrastructure of
Left-Wing Extremism. Yet the next phase will determine whether this achievement
becomes permanent. The task now is to ensure that the vacuum left by insurgency
is filled with roads, schools, jobs, accountable governance, democratic participation,
justice and sustained public trust.

India may have moved beyond the era of the Red
Corridor. The guns may be falling silent, but the real
challenge is to ensure that peace, development and
democratic participation take their place permanent-
ly across formerly affected regions and communities
in the future.
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be to define the affected population, identify critical infra-
structure, evacuate routes and places, as well as position
trained local teams and relief forces beforehand.

Lessons from Uttarakhand
The recent catastrophe in Nepal makes us recall a lesson

that India had been taught earlier. The disaster in Uttarakhand
clearly showed the interaction of heavy rains, floods, land-
slides, geological instability, settlements, infrastructure and
development. The basic lesson learned was obvious: natural
hazard turns into disaster due to the vulnerability of society.

The lessons teach us about zoning, restrictions on build-
ing in risky zones, Disaster Impact Assessment along with
Environmental Impact Assessment, slope stabilization, pro-
tection of ecosystems, better warning systems and commu-
nity preparedness. But still: do we learn from disasters or
merely document them?

The solution does not lie in halting development.
Connectivity, growth and security depend on roads, tunnels,
hydropower and tourism infrastructure. The question is where
and how such development happens.

Development in the mountains cannot happen in the same
way as development on more stable terrains.
Geomorphological and environmental assessment is crucial
for any hydropower or tunnel project. Consequently, Disaster
Impact Assessment must become a necessary element of
infrastructure development in fragile Himalayan regions. 

Nature needs to play a role in disaster-risk reduction as well.
Forests, wetlands, stable slopes and healthy water catchments
protect from erosion, runoff and siltation. Thus, their conser-
vation and restoration should become complementary to
engineering solutions.

Transboundary Himalayan Resilience Agenda
The Nepal tragedy proves one thing for certain: disaster

resilience in the Himalayas must be transboundary in
nature. India and Nepal must work together to create a
Himalayan transboundary disaster risk management frame-
work taking into account their shared hydrological basins.
Satellite imagery, glacier and glacial lake assessment,
avalanches and landslides monitoring, earthquake data, pre-
cipitation forecasts and river level monitoring should all be
integrated into early warning and impact forecasting system.

The response has to be proactive, not reactive. There should
be no need for downstream governments to react only after
the disaster crosses the international border, but the
warning must come before the flood does.

We have to shift our approach from relief to risk reduction,
from hazard assessment to impact prediction, from project-
level initiatives to regional water basin planning, and from
national activities to transboundary cooperation.

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh should take note of this particu-
lar alarm. The lives of people downstream will rely heavily
on choices being made thousands of kilometres away,
perhaps even outside of India. The Himalayas are not only
a natural dividing line between countries; they are a single,
interconnected ecosystem.

While we cannot control our geography, we can definite-
ly change the way we respond to whatever our geography
may present to us. The real choice is not development versus
disaster-risk reduction. It is risk-blind development versus
risk-informed development. This was the message that
Uttarakhand delivered to us, and Nepal's misfortune serves
to reaffirm it. In case the Himalaya shakes, the plains must
be ready. If we want to secure people, infrastructure, agri-
culture, energy systems and ecosystems of the Himalaya-
Ganga basin, one rule must reign supreme: The river basin,
not the political boundary, should be the basic unit of dis-
aster-risk management.

Himalayan tragedy: A disaster in
Nepal, a warning for India

The writer is former Executive
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After Red Corridor: India’s

post-Naxal challenge

The disaster in Nepal is a stark reminder that natural hazards do not respect political borders. What begins as a
catastrophe in a remote mountain valley can threaten lives and infrastructure in India. India and Nepal need to

move from flood warnings to real-time, basin-wide impact forecasting and coordinated risk management

Gen Alpha’s AI shadow: Protecting the right to outgrow childhood data

A catastrophic flash
flood hit  Nepal 's
Himalayan border area
on August 26, killing
people and causing
massive destruction.
Houses have been inun-
dated; roads and
bridges have been
destroyed or washed
away, and infrastruc-
ture like electricity have
been affected. Rescue
efforts are ongoing in
inaccessible locations;

meanwhile, it is still unclear how much damage the
mega disaster has caused. However, this is not just
Nepal's problem, but India's, especially Bihar and
eastern Uttar Pradesh's. The reason is obvious: rivers
carrying Himalayan waters do not recognise political
boundaries.

So far, the exact reason for the flash flood is being
investigated. According to initial findings, an ice-rock
or glacial avalanche could have occurred, possibly along
with a temporary river blockade and sudden releasing
of huge amount of water, rock, and sediments. An earth-
quake is also one of the reasons. The idea of glacial lake
outburst has so far not got enough evidence.

What should be remembered in general is that flash
flood in the Himalayas is the ultimate result of a chain
of events starting with glacier or slope instability, fol-
lowed by river blockade and huge release of water,
rocks, and sediments. The Himalayas are gradually
turning into the sources of cascading disasters.

The present flooding started from the upper parts of
Bhotekoshi/Lhende river system at the border between
Tibet and Nepal. The flood wave travelled from the Bhote
Koshi and Trishuli river systems to the Narayani and
further down the river as the Gandak in India. This
explains why there has been fear for the downstream
areas of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

When the Rivers of Nepal Flow into India
To appreciate India's vulnerability, one needs to move

away from the political map and consider the river-basin
map. While politically Nepal and India are two sepa-
rate countries, hydrologically they are one system.
Himalayan water feeds the irrigation, domestic and eco-
logical needs as well as livelihoods of millions, but if
anything goes wrong in the upper basins, these very
rivers can be transformed into destructive rivers.

Sarda, Ghaghra, Rapti, Gandak, Burhi Gandak,
Bagmati, Kamla and Kosi are some of the rivers con-
tributing to floods in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar that orig-
inate in or travel through Nepal. India and Nepal already
have bilateral agreements concerning flood forecast-
ing and water management. The present disaster is a
good opportunity for strengthening them.

Gandak is particularly relevant to the present situa-
tion. Narayani River becomes Gandak when it enters
India and travels through Uttar Pradesh and Bihar and
finally meets the Ganges River. Bihar is also vulnerable
to other Himalayan rivers such as Kosi, Bagmati, Burhi
Gandak and Ghaghra.

An unexpected outburst after an avalanche, landslide,
or flooding of a river due to the formation of a dam
would give very little warning time. Hence, the early
warning system should not only alert about the cross-
ing of river levels by a river. It should also warn about
which villages can be flooded, what infrastructure would
be affected and where the search and rescue teams and
aid materials must be deployed. India requires transi-
tioning from hazard prediction to impact prediction.

The hazard environment in the Himalayas is chang-
ing. Changes in temperature and climatic conditions
have influenced rainfall patterns and the behaviour of
glaciers and slopes, while roadways, tunnels, hydropow-
er plants, tourist destinations, and development in
general are increasing in fragile regions. Satellite
imagery, remote sensing, automatic devices, drones and
artificial intelligence technology can help a lot in mon-
itoring. But technology alone is not enough for prepared-
ness. A warning displayed on a government dashboard
is not very useful if it does not reach those affected by
it. Villagers, farmers, schoolteachers and families have
to know what it means and what needs to be done to
protect themselves. Equally important is the local knowl-
edge about which embankments will collapse first,
which roads will become impassible and how floodwa-
ters will inundate their villages. Thus, the goal should
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I
NDIA’s employment chal-
lenge contains a troubling
paradox. Millions of young
people are looking for work,
while employers simultane-

ously complain that they cannot
find workers with the skills they
need. There is both a shortage of
jobs and a shortage of suitably
skilled people.

This diagnosis is not new. The
International Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO)-Institute for Human
Development’s India Employ-
ment Report 2024 and Azim Pre-
mji University’s State of Work-
ing India 2026 have documented
its different dimensions. What
makes NITI Aayog’s new report,
Reimagining Skilling for Viksit
Bharat@2047, significant is that
the diagnosis now comes from
within the government’s policy
establishment.

The report is unusually candid
about higher education. Curricu-
la in many institutions are out-
dated, teaching remains exces-
sively theoretical, practical
exposure is inadequate and links
with industry are weak. It cites
the Economic Survey to note that
only 8.25 per cent of graduates
work in roles aligned with their
qualifications. More than two
crore students are enrolled in BA,
BSc and BCom programmes,
many of which have weak links
to identifiable occupations.

India’s impressive expansion
of higher education has not had
commensurate progress in the
quality and relevance of courses.
A student moves from school to
college, acquires a degree and
then discovers that the creden-
tial does not provide access to
the work that was expected.

The consequences show up in
educated unemployment. The
ILO-IHD report found that
unemployment among young
graduates was 29.1 per cent,
against 3.4 per cent among those
unable to read or write. Azim
Premji University’s report finds

unemployment close to 40 per
cent among graduates below 25,
and about 20 per cent among
graduates aged 25-29. Between
2004-05 and 2023, around 50
lakh graduates were added
annually, but only about 28 lakh
found employment.

This does not mean India has
too much education. Education
continues to yield substantial
economic and social returns. It
means that education, skills and
the structure of employment are
badly out of alignment.

There is an even less visible
part of the problem. Convention-
al unemployment statistics cap-
ture those looking for or avail-
able for work. They miss many
young people who have disen-
gaged altogether. NITI Aayog
estimates roughly nine crore
youth as not in employment,
education or training — the cate-
gory known as ‘NEET’. A large
majority are engaged in domes-
tic duties. The gender dimension
is stark: the ILO-IHD report
found that in 2022, young women
accounted for around 95 per cent
of India’s ‘NEET’ population.

Thus India’s employment
problem has at least three
dimensions: a mismatch of skills,
an inadequate supply of produc-
tive work, and millions of young
people — especially women —
who never make a successful
transition into the labour market.

The skill mismatch is perhaps
the most immediately
repairable. Universities, colleges,
polytechnics and industrial
training institutes (ITIs) need

much closer links with industry.
Internships and apprenticeships
should become integral to many
courses rather than peripheral
additions. Employers should par-
ticipate not merely at the recruit-
ment stage but in designing cur-
ricula, providing laboratories,
offering live projects and bring-
ing practitioners into classrooms.

Curriculum reform must also
become much faster. Artificial
intelligence is already changing
work in software, finance, design,
media, customer service and
engineering. A syllabus which
takes several years to revise can
become obsolete even before a
student graduates. Institutions
therefore need substantially
greater academic and adminis-

trative autonomy and less inertia.
NITI Aayog itself calls for greater
autonomy over course mix, facul-
ty and procurement in technical
and vocational institutions.

This also requires resisting
excessive uniformity. India does
not have one labour market.
Skills needed around automo-
bile clusters in Pune and Chen-
nai differ from those needed in
tourism, textiles, electronics or
agro-processing. National frame-
works can ensure standards and
portability, but universities,
states and even districts need
room to respond to local econom-
ic conditions. A one-size-fits-all
approach is especially unsuitable
for higher education.

Yet skilling addresses only the
supply side. The economy must
also generate productive work.

Recent employment growth
needs to be interpreted carefully.
The ILO-IHD report notes that
nearly two-thirds of incremental
employment after 2019 was self-
employment, with unpaid
women family workers promi-
nent, while the long movement of
labour out of agriculture went into
reverse. A falling headline unem-
ployment rate therefore does not
necessarily mean that the quality
of employment has improved.

Nor should India expect every
young person, or even a majority,
to obtain a conventional perma-
nent salaried job. Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
data shows that only about 30 per
cent of working youth presently
have regular wage or salaried
employment. The future will

contain much more self-employ-
ment, freelancing, platform
work, short contracts and multi-
ple sources of income.

The relevant distinction is not
simply between a job and no job.
It is between productive work
and precarious work. There may
be plenty of work without
enough conventional jobs. Our
social security architecture must
adjust accordingly. Health and
accident insurance, retirement
savings and other protections
should increasingly attach to
workers rather than to one
employer, and be portable across
firms and platforms. Platform
and gig work today unfortunate-
ly remains essentially an exten-
sion of informal employment
with very little social security.

The vacancies within the gov-
ernment are also part of this dis-
cussion. Official data showed
9.64 lakh sanctioned civilian
Central government posts vacant
as of March 2022. Recruitment
has accelerated subsequently,
but no equally recent consolidat-
ed vacancy stock has been pub-
lished. These are not make-work
jobs. Vacant posts of teachers,
nurses, engineers, police person-
nel and administrators also
mean weaker public services.

Fiscal pressure undoubtedly
makes recruitment harder. Large
interest payment burden, subsi-
dies, pensions and other commit-
ted expenditure further reduce
fiscal room. Pending recruitment
of teachers, healthcare workers
and other public personnel
seems to always lose out to build-
ing of physical infrastructure.

It is important to note that build-
ing skills is not the only way out of
India’s employment problem. We
needs three things simultaneous-
ly: an education system producing
relevant and adaptable capabili-
ties; an economy creating far more
productive work; and a social
security system suited to a world
with a mix of flexible workers and
permanent salaried employees.

The demographic window will
not remain open indefinitely.
Success should not be measured
merely by a lower unemploy-
ment rate. It must mean fewer
young people trapped outside
education and work, fewer gradu-
ates waiting indefinitely for
scarce jobs, and expansion of
work, flexible or salaried, covered
with appropriate social security.

Skilling alone won’t solve the job problem

A falling headline
unemployment rate
does not necessarily
mean that the quality

of employment 
has improved.
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Himalayan tragedy 
Nepal disaster is a wake-up call for the region

T
HE havoc wreaked by flashfloods in Nepal
has exposed escalating climate risks in the
Himalayan region and serious weaknesses
in disaster preparedness. The death toll,
including local residents and foreigners, is

rising sharply; critical infrastructure has been ravaged
in several districts. The catastrophe is a stark warning
for South Asia and beyond. Preliminary assessments
point to an ice-rock avalanche that blocked the Lhende
tributary of the Bhotekoshi river, triggering a debris-
laden flood that swept rapidly downstream. Whether a
glacial lake outburst, landslide or avalanche was the pre-
cise trigger, the key lesson is clear: Nepal’s mountains
are becoming increasingly dangerous.

Nepal is home to thousands of glaciers and glacial
lakes, many of which are considered potentially haz-
ardous. Scientists warn that rising temperatures are accel-
erating glacial retreat, altering snowfall and rainfall pat-
terns and destabilising slopes. Climate change may not
independently cause every Himalayan disaster, but it can
create conditions in which natural hazards become more
frequent and destructive. The latest flashfloods should
therefore be viewed as part of a broader and increasingly
urgent regional trend. The most immediate priority must
be to strengthen early-warning systems. An alert received
hours or even minutes before such a calamity strikes can
mean the difference between life and death.

Cross-border cooperation is equally essential. Since
rivers do not respect political boundaries, Nepal and Chi-
na must ensure that information about landslides, glacial
lakes, avalanches and unusual river behaviour is shared
quickly and automatically. This should be the norm for all
riparian states in the neighbourhood. India, which wit-
nessed the cataclysmic Kedarnath tragedy in 2013, cannot
afford to be complacent. Greater stress on technology, cli-
mate-resilient infrastructure and community involvement
can significantly improve emergency response. This, in
turn, can reduce the scale of destruction and minimise
casualties, as demonstrated time and again by Japan.

Beyond H1N1
The bigger threat is antibiotic misuse

T
HE country’s H1N1 surge should prompt
neither panic nor complacency. The Indian
Medical Association has warned against
self-medication with antibiotics and antivi-
rals, while the Indian Council of Medical

Research says there is no new H1N1 strain and the rise
reflects seasonal influenza. The reassurance is wel-
come. But the episode exposes a weakness in our pub-
lic health culture: treating every fever with a pill. Antibi-
otics do not work against influenza, a viral infection. Yet
antibiotics are often sought at the first sign of fever,
cough or body ache. Such indiscriminate use is not just
harmless but it also contributes to antimicrobial resist-
ance, reducing the effectiveness of medicines against
bacterial infections. Antibiotics may be necessary when
the flu is complicated by a secondary bacterial infection,
but that decision belongs to a qualified doctor, not a
pharmacy counter or Internet search.

Self-medication with antivirals is equally unwise. The
answer to irrational antibiotic use cannot be indiscriminate
use of another class of drugs. Timely diagnosis, appropriate
treatment and better public health communication are need-
ed. With H1N1 symptoms overlapping those of other respi-
ratory infections, patients should not assume the cause or
self-medicate. The surge also exposes India’s flu vaccination
gap. The vaccination should become a more visible part of
preventive healthcare, particularly for older people, pregnant
women, healthcare workers and those with chronic condi-
tions. The National Centre for Disease Control maintains sea-
sonal flu surveillance and vaccine guidance, but recommen-
dations matter only when people can access and act on them.

The response to the current virus must become
smarter. Masking in crowded indoor spaces, respiratory
hygiene, staying home when ill and seeking medical
advice early can limit transmission. Hospitals and sur-
veillance systems must remain prepared. The flu wave
will pass. Antibiotic resistance will not.

on this day...100 years ago

Debate on the Press Bill
THE debate that took place in the Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday over Sir Alexander Muddiman’s motion that the new
Press Bill be taken into consideration had several interesting fea-
tures. As might have been expected, the motion was strongly
opposed by some of the members, notably Dr Hari Singh Gour
and Lala Lajpat Rai. The former held that the Bill was danger-
ous to the liberty of the Press and the public, that it was liable to
abuse by the local authority, and that the government was tak-
ing undue advantage of the present passing phase of communal
tension and of the attenuated membership of the House to re-
enact one of the most obnoxious provisions of the Press Act of
1910, which the last Assembly had repealed. Rai, whose presence
in the House on this occasion was rightly welcomed by his col-
leagues, described the Bill as a serious encroachment on the lib-
erty of the Press. He was fully prepared, he said, to cooperate in
finding a suitable remedy for the evil complained of by the Home
Member, but said that the present Bill was insidious, and
appealed to the government not to hit below the belt. He did not
know of a single case, he added, where the Legislature had sanc-
tioned measures to strengthen the hands of the government in
which those measures had not been abused and had not been
kept longer on the Statute Book than was needed. 

lahore, saturday,august 28, 1926 

thought for the day

Munir in complete command 
Refer to ‘Munir holds all the aces in Pakistan’;
Field Marshal Asim Munir has legally consoli-
dated unprecedented, unified control over Pak-
istan’s military apparatus through the Defence
Forces of Pakistan Act, 2026. PM Sharif’s civil-
ian government remains formally in office.
Munir has flown to Tehran with a mission from
US President Trump to try and coax Tehran
back to the negotiating table. Historically,
when a Pakistani military regime faces an exis-
tential internal crisis, its default survival mech-
anism is to externalise domestic anger. India
must recalibrate its security doctrine to
account for a nuclear-armed neighbour run by
a commander answerable to none.

SS PAUL, NADIA (WB) 

US deal with Pak transactional 
With reference to ‘Munir holds all the aces in
Pakistan’;  the General’s deals with the US in
cryptocurrency and rare earth minerals in which
Trump’s friends and relatives have a stake made
him Trump’s favourite Field Marshal.  Asim
Munir had to assure Trump that he was in total
control of Pakistan and the US business deals
would be safe under his leadership. Trump’s for-
eign policy is based on transactions rather than
on ideology or principles. So the question is that
apart from deals in crypto currency and miner-
als, how else is Munir useful to Trump?

ASHOK BAHL, KANGRA 

Gradual growth in Rahul’s graph
Apropos of ‘Is Rahul less of a Pappu now’; there
is little doubt that the Gandhi scion has under-
gone a remarkable transformation and emerged
as a formidable Leader of Opposition. This
transformation has not been sudden. It reflects
a gradual process of political maturity and
patience. Whether Rahul Gandhi can translate
this transformation into sustained political lead-
ership will ultimately be judged not by labels or
slogans, but by his performance, vision and abil-
ity to provide a meaningful alternative.

VK ANAND, CHANDIGARH

CJI must take remedial measures 
Apropos of ‘Favouring rich litigants : SC
judge asks CJI to change Raj HC Acting CJ’;
a judge of the apex court asking the CJI to
replace the Chief Justice of a High Court is
unprecedented. The issue must be dealt with
on priority to prevent a travesty of justice. If
three letters have been written to the CJI over
a short span of 16 days, it means that the mat-
ter deserves immediate attention. It would be
in the best interests of the public that neces-
sary steps are taken urgently to keep the pub-
lic faith in the judiciary intact.

VIJAYA SHARMA, BY MAIL

India, Nepal should act in unison
Nepal and India must act together to protect
fragile mountain ecosystems and safeguard mil-
lions living downstream. We need real-time
satellite, seismic and glacier monitoring, sup-
ported by a seamless cross-border early-warning
system that reaches vulnerable communities in
time. Scientific institutions should share data
swiftly, while governments must strictly regu-
late construction in high-risk valleys and flood-
plains. Bridges, hydel power plants and other
critical infrastructure must be strengthened to
withstand climate-related risks. The Himalayas
recognise no political borders; neither do floods.
Protecting this vital ecosystem means safe-
guarding our water, livelihoods and future.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Elders need conversations 
Caring for elders goes far beyond giving them
medicines twice a day. What they truly need is
conversation, attention and emotional sup-
port. In earlier times, families would sit
together, share meals, and talk, creating a
sense of belonging. Today, with everyone in
separate rooms and busy schedules, elders are
left alone. Even 20 minutes of genuine inter-
action each day can bring them immense joy.
Whether in our homes or in society, the old
deserve connection, respect, and care.

TARANJIT KAUR, SHAHPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Opinder Singh Lamba

SOME invitations are more than messages; they awaken
memories, rekindle associations and reaffirm bonds that
time has nurtured. A few days ago, I received a WhatsApp

invitation to the wedding reception of a close friend’s daugh-
ter. Having known the family for many years, I was looking for-
ward to being there — meeting old friends, sharing their hap-
piness and blessing the young couple.

Today, wedding invitations arrive in many forms. WhatsApp
messages and couriered cards are readily accepted, yet send-
ing shagun digitally can still seem like a step too far.

In my case, a domestic exigency arose at the last moment,
upending my plans. I could only convey my apologies and
good wishes from afar.

When circumstances prevent physical presence, why hesi-
tate to send shagun digitally? The idea is not to replace a cher-
ished custom, but to find a graceful way of keeping its senti-
ment alive when personal participation becomes difficult.

Personally handing over the shagun envelope has long been
part of the warmth and etiquette of the occasion. It conveys
blessings and affection. Yet advancing age, distance or unfore-
seen circumstances can make attendance difficult.

Sometimes, another opportunity to meet the family does
not arise. Sending shagun through the digital route need
not be a mere monetary transaction. It can carry a mes-
sage congratulating the parents, blessing the newlyweds
and expressing regret for the absence. The meeting can
follow later, perhaps over tea.

Ultimately, this is not about changing tradition but
allowing it to accommodate contemporary realities. The
ways we invite and communicate have changed, while
the emotions behind them — respect, affection, goodwill
and blessings — remain intact.

The envelope can remain a cherished symbol of shagun;
there is no need to discard it. But when we cannot present it in
person, a digital gesture — accompanied by heartfelt words —
should not be regarded as a departure from tradition. 

After all, the envelope may be conventional, but the feelings it
carries are far more precious than the cash inside it. They come
from the heart. And when circumstances keep us away, a heart-
felt gesture can bridge the distance, quietly saying what our
presence would have said — that we may have missed the cele-
bration, but we did not miss the opportunity to share the joy.

The writer worked in the Information & PR Dept, Punjab

Rethinking shagun 
in the digital age

DOUBLE WHAMMY : There is both a shortage of jobs and a shortage of suitably skilled people. REUTERS

Jobs are essentially Task One for the economy. — Raghuram Rajan

tradingref.com
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Why rivers devour infra

L
OOK at the Bhotekoshi
riverbed in northern
Rasuwa. On the morning
of August 26, a sudden 10-
metre wall of water swept

through Timure and Syabrubesi,
destroying many settlements, tear-
ing apart the customs infrastruc-
ture, ripping down police posts,
damaging hydropower facilities,
and snapping newly completed
bridges along our primary trade
route. Official reports will cite an
'unprecedented hydrological surge/
event'. But when an event hits the
same landscape more than once in a
decade, calling it a 'surprise' is poor
planning and shortsightedness.

We are building a country for a cli-
mate that no longer exists. All strate-
gic documents in Kathmandu —
whether a national adaptation plan, a
road expansion blueprint or a donor-
funded rural livelihood initiative —
show a quiet, persistent reliance on
central tendencies. Planners build
models around mean annual rainfall,
baseline temperature increases and
average river discharges. Means
make complex landscape systems
look neat on paper. They let us draw
predictable trendlines into five-year
project budgets.

Nepal's geography, however, does
not care about averages. A slope in
Rasuwa does not slump, nor does a
bridge abutment fail because the
Trishuli corridor received its typical
seasonal rainfall. It collapses because
a high-altitude outburst upstream
dumps months of water into a nar-
row gorge within minutes. Climate
change, particularly in the
Himalayas, is not merely shifting
baseline medians upward by frac-
tions of a degree. Its real impact is
extreme variance stretching the dis-
tance between the expected mean
and the destructive tail event.

Our failure to account for this gap is
a failure of basic statistics. Standard
engineering in Nepal designs struc-
tures around averages: the 30-year
mean flood level or the average mon-
soon runoff. But in volatile landscape
systems, the mean tells almost noth-
ing useful. The real threat lives in the
standard deviation: the measure of
how wildly extreme events deviate
from that comfortable average.

When you design a concrete bridge
or a riverside highway for the mean,
you are effectively designing it for a
calm day that occurs 90% of the time.
But infrastructure does not fail on
calm days. It fails when a statistical
outlier, a three-standard-deviation
event, strikes the watershed. A struc-
ture built to withstand the mean is,
by definition, built to wash away the
moment variance rears its head.

This statistical blind spot ruins pub-
lic budgets. The aftermath permeates
the daily lives of thousands, crippling
them so much that bouncing back is
nearly impossible. When an intense,
high-variance storm or glacial lake
outburst hits, the actual discharge
overwhelms structures engineered
for historical medians. Drains over-
flow, culverts snap and retaining
walls slide into the riverbed. Rebuild-
ing the same bridge in the same spot
using the same mean-based calcula-
tions every autumn invites a recur-
ring loss of lives and fiscal drain.

Breaking this cycle requires three
shifts in how we plan public invest-
ments across the country. First, the
Ministry of Physical Infrastructure
and Transport must ban average-
based calculations for critical land-
scapes such as mountain corridors.
Public works must be engineered
around high standard deviations.

Approval should require stress-
testing against 100-year variance
models, accounting for sudden
high-volume deluges rather than
historical rainfall medians.

Second, international develop-
ment agencies and regional planners
must overhaul project evaluation
metrics. A programme that claims to
have stabilised a riverbank or boost-
ed local economic activity by 15%
based on average seasonal data has
accomplished nothing if a single
high-sigma flood event destroys the
entire valley six months later. Evalu-
ations must measure resilience
against variance, asking how well an
investment holds up under extreme
shocks rather than reporting basic,
outdated static average returns.

Finally, the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Authority needs to move resources
away from post-disaster cleanup into
forecast-triggered action. Waiting for
a landslide to choke a river before
mobilising emergency funds is an
expensive strategy. Automated, fore-
cast-based budget mobilisations and
warnings must trigger the moment
high-variance weather patterns or
upstream outburst indicators appear,
allowing communities to secure
assets before the wave arrives.

There is no doubt Nepal's terrain
presents natural challenges, but our
current systems fail because our
planners insist on designing for a
calm middle ground that no longer
exists and we have seen multiple
devastating examples. A bridge or an
adaptation policy that performs
beautifully during 99 average days is
useless if it collapses on the one day
the river shows us its true standard
deviation. So, planning must move
from mean to standard deviation-
based thinking, staying ready for
unprecedented and outlier events,
which in reality are precedented.  

Credit: The Kathmandu Post

SANDEEP JOSHI
PHD, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Evaluations must ask
how well an investment
holds up under extreme

shocks rather than
reporting outdated

average returns.

STATISTICS : When a glacial lake outburst hits, the actual discharge overwhelms
structures engineered for historical medians. PTI 

G
LACIERS across the Hindu
Kush Himalaya (HKH) are
melting at an accelerating
rate, with ice loss rates dou-
bling since 2000, according

to two new reports by the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Devel-
opment (ICIMOD).

The reports — Changing Dynamics of Glac-
iers in the Hindu Kush Himalaya Region
from 1990 to 2020 and HKH Glacier Outlook
2026: Insights from 50 Years of Himalayan
Glacier Monitoring — provide evidence of
glacier change in the region. They reveal a
loss of up to 27 metres of ice thickness since
1975, sounding an alarm for the nearly two
billion people downstream who depend on
meltwater from the 'Water Towers of Asia'.

The HKH holds the largest volume of ice
outside the poles, with an inventory of over
63,700 glaciers covering nearly 55,782 sq  km.
These glaciers are the source of 10 major
Asian river systems, supporting the food,

water, energy and livelihood security of bil-
lions. However, around 78% of this glacier
area, located between 4,500 and 6,000 metres
above sea level, is highly exposed to eleva-
tion-dependent warming.

"This isn't a distant problem; it's a crisis
unfolding in real-time. The fact that ice loss
rates have doubled this century should shock
us all into action," said Pema Gyamtsho,
Director General of ICIMOD. 

The analysis reveals that between 1990 and
2020, HKH glaciers lost about 12% of their
area and 9% of estimated ice reserves. Sudan
Bikash Maharjan, Remote Sensing Analyst
at ICIMOD and lead author of the glacier
dynamics report, said the immediate threat
comes from the region's smallest glaciers.
"Between 1990 and 2020, HKH glaciers lost
about 12% of their total area, but the losses are
most acute for the region's smallest glaciers
— those below 0.5 km² — which are shrink-
ing more rapidly than others," he said. "This
poses immediate risks of localised water

shortages for high mountain communities
and intensifies hazards like glacial lake out-
burst floods. The danger is magnified
because three-quarters of the region's gla-
ciers fall into this vulnerable size class."

The HKH Glacier Outlook 2026 synthesis-
es data from 38 monitored glaciers, revealing
that widespread wastage has doubled post
2000, signalling that parts of the Himalayan

cryosphere may be nearing critical tipping
points towards irreversible retreat. 

Yet, the reports highlight a critical data
gap: of those 38, only seven meet the glob-
al benchmark monitoring standards of
the World Glacier Monitoring Service.
Glacierised regions, including the
Karakoram, Sikkim, Zanskar, and Bhutan
remain largely unmonitored.

"We are trying to navigate a rapidly chang-
ing future with an incomplete map," said
Mohd Farooq Azam, a cryosphere specialist
at ICIMOD and one of the report's authors.
"Large parts of the Himalaya remain blind
spots. Without expanding our monitoring
networks and standardising methodologies,
accelerated changes in water flows and cryos-
phere risks could remain undetected until
the impacts are severe. 

Sustained monitoring of representative
glaciers like Mera and Rikha Samba in
Nepal, and Chhota Shigri in India, is criti-
cal, they are our early warning indicators for

the entire mountain system."
The reports highlight that glacier losses are

spatially skewed, with the highest percentage
of area loss in the eastern Hengduan Shan
mountains, where some areas lost up to 33%
of their glacier area in just three decades.
However, the largest area losses are concen-
trated in the Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra
basins, where over 74% of the region's glaciers
are found, underlining their vulnerability.

The glaciers above 10 km² hold 40% of the
region's natural water reserves. The heavily
glaciated Karakoram range, home to 18 of the
25 largest glaciers, remains vulnerable to
water, food, and disaster risks with ramifica-
tions for the entire region. The authors call for
a scale-up in glacier monitoring, standardisa-
tion of methodologies, and investment in cli-
mate-resilient adaptation planning to miti-
gate the impacts of a changing cryosphere.

Credit: https://www.icimod.org
For full article, go to 

www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Hindu Kush glaciers losing ice at double the rate

The largest area losses are
concentrated in the Indus,
Ganga and Brahmaputra

basins, where over 74% of the
region’s glaciers are found.

N
EPAL sits down-
stream from the
Tibetan Plateau in
China, and the coun-
try has a blind spot

when it comes to disaster prepared-
ness. A disaster upstream becomes
a disaster downstream, yet much of
Nepal's flood preparedness begins
once the two Bhote Koshis, Karnali
or the Arun, enter Nepal. 

The Tibetan Plateau feeds some of
Asia's major rivers, and its glaciers,
glacial lakes, permafrost and terrain
are changing as the climate warms.
For Nepal, what happens on the oth-
er side of the Himalayas can come
down as a flood that kills people and
destroys infrastructure. Both Bhote
Koshis start in Tibet, one crosses into
Nepal at Kodari and the other into
Rasuwa. In both cases, the steep
rivers flow through deep gorges and
past settlements, hydropower proj-
ects and roads that form the two
main Nepal-China trade routes.

The problem is not just that Nepal is
vulnerable to floods. It is that some-
times, the hazards that become floods
in Nepal begin somewhere else, as
they did last year and again this year
on the same river. Preparing for them
requires information, research and
communication that can cross the
same border the river does. 

The Bhotekoshi floods have
demonstrated this vulnerability in
two consecutive monsoons. On July
8, 2025, a sudden flood swept through
the Bhotekoshi in Rasuwa. At least
18 people were killed and the Friend-
ship Bridge at Rasuwa Gadi was
destroyed, hydropower projects,
transmission lines, electricity substa-
tions and the road between Nepal
and China were damaged.

Just as last year, Nepal's Depart-
ment of Hydrology and Meteorology
said this week that there had not
been heavy rainfall on the Nepali
side of the border. The Flood Fore-
casting Division only became aware
of the flood when the water had
reached Betrawati. Nepal lacks a
mechanism for receiving rainfall and
flood-water data from the Chinese
side. But once the floods last year and
this week entered Nepal, authorities
quickly sent out SMS alerts to people
downstream in the Trisuli valley. But

such an alert is not the same thing as
an early-warning system. The 2025
floods were triggered by a glacial
lake outburst at the headwaters of
the Lhende River near the Nepal-
China border. Satellite analysis iden-
tified the sudden drainage of a
supraglacial lake in Tibet.

That finding should have changed
how Nepal thought about the Bhote
Kosi. A destructive flood could origi-
nate beyond Nepal's monitoring sys-
tems, without the rainfall patterns
Nepali forecasters would normally be
watching for and reach communities
downstream with little time to react.

For a transboundary river, cross-
border communication is not a
diplomatic convenience; it should
be a part of disaster preparedness.
But Nepal is not fully in the dark
about what happens upstream. On
August 12, a landslide near Nyalam
in China blocked the flow on the
East Bhote Kosi. When the river
level fell ominously, Nepal authori-
ties warned downstream residents,
while security personnel moni-
tored the river for a sudden surge.
There had been no warning about
the river blockage. 

A 2024 study of communities in the
Bhotekoshi/Sunkoshi and Trisuli
basins found a high level of aware-
ness of GLOF (Glacial Lake Outburst
Flood) risk along the Bhotekoshi and
recommended stronger early-warn-

ing systems, cross-border coopera-
tion, public awareness and resilient
infrastructure. 

Nepal has demonstrated its ability
to respond when disaster strikes. On
Wednesday, the Nepal Army, Armed
Police Force, and the Nepal Police
were immediately mobilised. Warn-
ings were issued downstream. But
rescue is reactive. By the time helicop-
ters are in the air, bridges may already
have been washed away, roads
blocked and communities stranded.
Preparedness asks what could have
been done before that point.

For the Bhotekoshi, that means
reliable data-sharing with China,
monitoring glacial lakes and unsta-
ble terrain, incorporating satellite
and scientific research into govern-
ment risk assessments, and estab-
lishing clear protocols for district
authorities, hydropower operators,
and communities when an
upstream hazard is detected. It also
means reconsidering how Nepal
rebuilds after disasters. The
Betrawati-Rasuwagadi corridor,
damaged by last year's floods, has
again suffered extensive damage.
Rebuilding infrastructure without
incorporating new hazard informa-
tion risks rebuilding the same vul-
nerability. Nepal cannot predict
every flood or prevent glaciers from
retreating or every landslide from
occurring. But it can build a system
in which an upstream disturbance
triggers monitoring, information-
sharing, risk assessment and pre-
paredness downstream. 

The 2025 flood showed what hap-
pens when information cannot cross
the border quickly enough. The
August 26 flood has shown, again,
how quickly a hazard originating
beyond Nepal can become a disaster.
The question is whether Nepal will
know soon enough to act the next
time something changes upstream. 

Credit:  Nepali Times
For full article, go to 

www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Danger of living downstream 

For a transboundary
river, cross-border

communication should
be a part of disaster

preparedness.

VULNERABLE : A disaster upstream spells danger further along the river. REUTERS

NEPAL FLOODS

SUSHIM THAPALIYA
PHOTOGRAPHER AND WRITER

ACROSS
1 Lacking dexterity (3-6)
8 Bored listlessness (5)
9 Venal (7)
10In abundance (6)
11Unfasten and 

remove (6)
12Unquestioning (8)
15Eternal (8)
18Prize of victory (6)
20Enthusiastically 

cordial (6)
21To excuse (7)
22Utterly weary (3,2)
23Assess the 

situation (4,5)

DOWN
2 Higher than (5)
3 Stiff in manner (6)
4 A blue gemstone (8)
5 A subordinate 

particular (6)
6 Having up-to-date

knowledge (2,5)
7 Biography (4,5)
11At extremely low 

price (4,5)
13Good-natured (8)
14Not yet developed (7)
16Looked for (6)
17Widespread destruction (6)
19Mayhem (5)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Saffron, 4 Sloth, 7 Used, 8 Manually, 10 Behind
bars, 12 Dinghy, 13 Adduce, 15 Brush aside, 18 Laboured,
19 Peep, 20 Yield, 21 Dynasty.

Down: 1 Squib, 2 Free hand, 3 Nearby, 4 Square deal, 5
Oily, 6 Haywire, 9 In the round, 11 Business, 12 Devil-
ry, 14 Ascend, 16 Empty, 17 Able.

AUGUST 28, 2026, FRIDAY    
■  Shaka Samvat 1948

■  Bhadrapad Shaka 6

■  Bhadrapad Parvishte 12

■  Hijari 1448

■  Shukla Paksha Tithi 15, up to 9:49 am

■  Atiganda Yoga up to 7:28 am

■  Shatbhisha Nakshatra up to 3:14 am

■  Moon in Aquarius sign

■  Shravan Purnima

■  Raksha Bandhan

calendar

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

forecastsu do ku quick crossword

V. HARD

4 2 3 1 8 9 7 5 6
1 9 7 2 6 5 4 3 8
5 6 8 7 4 3 1 2 9
8 1 5 3 2 4 6 9 7
9 4 6 5 7 1 3 8 2
3 7 2 6 9 8 5 4 1
7 5 9 4 1 2 8 6 3
2 3 1 8 5 6 9 7 4
6 8 4 9 3 7 2 1 5

8 5 1
3 8

4 7 5
3 6 9

1 4
1 9 7

6 7 2
1 6

9 3 5

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 36 25
New Delhi 35 26
Amritsar 35 29
Bathinda 40 27
Jalandhar 35 29
Ludhiana 37 29
Bhiwani 39 26
Hisar 39 29
Sirsa 39 29
Dharamsala 30 20
Manali 27 18
Shimla 24 17
Srinagar 34 19
Jammu 36 26

Kargil 31 14
Leh 27 10

Dehradun 31 23
Mussoorie 24 19

SUNSET: FRIDAY 18:50 HRS
SUNRISE: SATURDAY 05:58 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OCtradingref.com



Grain  and  the  chaff 

Stop  ignoring  Nepal’s  hydropower  reality 
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Incorporating and directly descended from 
the Friends of India -founded 1818

The crisis at the top of the Tata Group is about far more 
than finding a successor to N Chandrasekaran. It 
exposes a deeper question confronting one of India’s 
most consequential business institutions: who 

ultimately sets the direction of a conglomerate whose 
ownership, management and public identity operate through 
different centres of authority? 

For years, the Tata name has rested on an unusual 
combination of professional management, philanthropic 
ownership and public trust. That model has enormous 
strengths, but it also depends on alignment between Tata 
Trusts, which controls Tata Sons, and the executives running 
the group’s businesses. When that alignment weakens, the 
consequences extend well beyond the boardroom. 

The immediate challenge is therefore institutional. A new 
chairman cannot succeed merely by being an accomplished 
corporate executive. The person will have to rebuild confidence 
between Tata Trusts and Tata Sons while convincing investors, 
employees, regulators and the government that strategic 
decisions are being taken coherently.  

The history of the group shows how difficult that balance can 
be when shareholder authority and managerial responsibility 
pull in different directions. The problem is made more urgent 
by the scale of the group’s current ambitions. Tata has invested 
heavily in semiconductors, electric-vehicle batteries, aviation 
and other businesses intended to shape its next generation of 
growth. Such investments can be justified as strategic bets on 
India's changing economy. But strategic ambition does not 
eliminate the need for capital discipline. 

Mature businesses have historically provided the financial 
strength that allowed the group to pursue long-term projects. 
Yet that cushion cannot be assumed to remain indefinitely. TCS, 
the group’s most important generator of cash, is itself 
confronting a technological transformation brought about by 
artificial intelligence. The next chairman will consequently 
inherit a portfolio in which yesterday’s cash engines must 
support tomorrow’s uncertain businesses. 

There is also a reputational dimension. Tata’s listed 
companies are separately managed, but their fortunes are 
inevitably connected to the credibility of the group at its centre. 
Prolonged uncertainty over succession, strategy and 
governance can eventually become a problem for shareholders 
who have no direct voice in the affairs of Tata Sons. 

The answer cannot be to return mechanically to an earlier era 
when ownership and management were effectively embodied 
in the same leadership. The modern Tata Group is too large and 
complex for that. What it needs instead is a clearer institutional 
settlement: defined authority, credible communication and an 
agreed strategic framework within which professional 
managers can operate.  

The next chairman, therefore, should not be judged simply by 
whether she or he can keep Tata growing. The more important 
question is whether that person can make the group’s 
governance fit for the scale and complexity it has now acquired. 
Chandrasekaran’s departure may prove less a change of 
leadership than a test of whether the Tata model itself can 
adapt without losing the qualities that made it distinctive. 

In the contemporary Indian public sphere 
~ spanning elite seminar circuits, opinion 
columns, prime-time television studios, 
and academic salons ~ few vocabularies 

have suffered as much distortion as Hinduism, 
secularism, revolution, and Naxalbari. These 
concepts are routinely stripped of their 
historical reality and recycled as rhetorical 
tokens by an entrenched intellectual ecosystem. 

Regarding the first two concepts, little 
elaboration is necessary here. The systematic 
misinterpretation of India’s spiritual and 
social heritage by self-serving classes 
throughout the ages has already been 
addressed with unmatched clarity by  
Swami Vivekananda. 

In his concise thirty-nine-page tract, In 
Defence of Hinduism (Advaita Ashrama), 
available across Ramakrishna Mission 
centers, Vivekananda laid bare the hypocrisy 
of those who fail to comprehend the civilization’s 
genuine spiritual and egalitarian core. Leaving 
those two terms aside, the historical focus 
here belongs on the latter pair: the organic 
reality of Naxalbari and the tragic myth of 
revolution that followed in its wake. 

The peasant uprising that erupted in the 
Siliguri Terai region in May 1967 was neither 
a sudden ideological whim nor an urban 
theoretical experiment. It was the direct 
historical continuation of the militant agrarian 
struggles of the 1940s, most notably the 
Tebhaga Movement (1946–1950), where 
bargadars and adhiyars (sharecroppers) 
demanded their legitimate two-thirds share 
of the harvest and the dismantling of the 
oppressive jotedari system. 

The leaders who built this movement on 
the ground ~ Kanu Sanyal, Jangal Santhal, 
Kadam Mallick, and Khudan Mallick ~ hailed 
from the lower and lower-middle strata of 
rural society. They lived among the Rajbanshi 
peasants, Santhal adivasis, and tea-garden 
labourers for decades, organizing village-level 
Krishak Samitis, establishing collective grain 
reserves, and building mass resistance. 

In sharp contrast stood Charu Mazumdar, 
an ideologue from an aristocratic landowning 
family of Siliguri, who approached rural 
agitation not through patient mass organization, 
but through dogmatic pamphlets based on 
mported ideas. When the initial agrarian 
revolt broke out in May 1967, it was suppressed 
by the First United Front government of 

West Bengal, a coalition in which the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) (CPI-M) 
was a dominant constituent and Jyoti Basu 
held the crucial Home (Police) portfolio. 

When frontline organizers like Kanu Sanyal 
and Souren Bose undertook a perilous, secret 
trek to China in late 1967 and 1970, they met 
directly with Mao Zedong, Premier Zhou 
Enlai, and Kang Sheng. The advice given by 
the Chinese leadership was unambiguous. 
Mao Zedong explicitly instructed them: 
“Whatever you learn in China, try to forget 
it. Go to your own country, try to understand 
the specific situation, and carry the 
revolution forward.” In 1970, Zhou Enlai 
and Kang Sheng directly warned the 
CPI(ML) leadership against the infantile 
slogan “China’s Chairman is our Chairman” 
and firmly condemned individual 
assassination squads (Khatam line) as 
adventurist terrorism that would detach 
the party from the working masses. 

Charu Mazumdar disregarded these 
warnings, concealed the Chinese critiques 
from the party rank-and-file, and engineered 
a formal split with Kanu Sanyal and the 
Terai organizers. He shifted the movement 
away from rural peasant committees 
into a campaign of conspiratorial vanguard 
terror, taking it from the paddy fields of 
North Bengal into the alleyways of Kolkata. 

What unfolded across urban West Bengal 
in the early 1970s was an exercise in nihilistic 
violence disguised as revolution, running 
directly counter to the civilizational ethos 
of India. Action squads targeted and desecrated 
statues, libraries, and portraits of the icons 
of the Bengal Renaissance ~ Ishwar Chandra 
Vidyasagar, Rabindranath Tagore, Swami 
Vivekananda, and Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
The campaign targeted primary school 
teachers, university invigilators, traffic 
constables, and small clerks. Educational 
institutions were brought to a standstill, 
and an entire generation of brilliant youth 
from institutions like Presidency College 
and Calcutta University was swept into the 
firestorm. A profound class hypocrisy 
governed this tragedy. While thousands of 
idealistic students from lower-middle-class 
families were incarcerated, tortured, or 
eliminated, the children of top echelon 
political leaders ~ both from the parliamentary 
Left (like Jyoti Basu) and the radical theorists 
~ were carefully sheltered from the street 
warfare, pursuing secure careers and education 
abroad or in protected circles. 

While ordinary cadres endured horrific 
prison sentences, brutal state reprisals, 
genuine physical hardships, and ideological 

disillusionment, the surreal underground 
existence of gentleman ideologues during 
the same period was later documented by 
Santosh Rana in his Sahitya Akademi 
award-winning autobiography, Rajnitir Ek 
Jibon (Ananda Publishers). A brilliant 
research scholar in physics who abandoned 
a promising academic career at Calcutta 
University and Presidency College to organise 
landless labourers in Gopiballavpur, Rana's 
memoir stands as a moving testament to 
how genuine rural dedication was undercut 

by theoretical adventurism. 
Ultimately, the first wave of 
urban insurgency was crushed 
by the state apparatus under 
the Congress administration 
of Siddhartha Shankar Ray, 
often in mutual, bloody street 
confrontations with cadres 
of the parliamentary Left. 
Subsequent iterations of 
Left-Wing Extremism in 
India’s central forests, and 
the corresponding emergence 
of metropolitan activist 
ecosystems, bear no structural 
connection to the original 
peasant uprising of Naxalbari. 

In fact, the very phrase 
“Urban Naxal” is an ideological 

oxymoron. The essence of the 1967 struggle 
was a rural, peasant-led protracted People’s 
War designed to encircle the cities from the 
countryside. Locating the movement in 
metropolitan university seminars, television 
debates, and privileged social circles directly 
contradicts the foundational spatial and 
class tenets of the Naxalbari peasant 
movement. 

Historically, the recognition of this urban 
front as a primary national security concern 
was formalized during the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) tenure. It was Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh who prominently 
identified Left-Wing Extremism as the “single 
biggest internal security challenge” faced 
by modern India, while his Ministry of 
Home Affairs submitted detailed affidavits 
to the Supreme Court cataloguing how 
metropolitan front organizations provided 
logistical cover, propaganda, and legal defence 
for the underground insurgency. 

The contrast between the real Naxalbari 
pioneers and contemporary ideologues is 
stark. Kanu Sanyal never abandoned his 
modest hut in Sebdella Jote (Naxalbari). He 
lived in absolute penury, remaining committed 
to local agrarian concerns until his death by 
suicide in March 2010. 

A telling incident occurred in the mid-1990s, 
buried in the inner pages of a Kolkata daily. 
An unpretentious, middle-aged man traveling 
in an unreserved, crowded general railway 
compartment was injured while physically 
confronting a gang of train dacoits to protect 
fellow passengers. That passenger was none 
other than Kanu Sanyal, quietly returning 
home from a party meeting in Kolkata 
without security, pomp, or personal wealth. 

Today's self-styled urban radicals operate 
out of state-funded elite spaces, maintaining 
an absolute silence when real peasants face 
systemic exploitation. The most glaring 
recent illustration is Sandeshkhali, geographically 
one of the frontline battlegrounds of the 
historic Tebhaga movement where leaders 
like Hemanta Ghoshal mobilized sharecroppers 
against latdars. When impoverished tribal 
and Dalit farm families in Sandeshkhali had 
their agricultural lands forcibly inundated 
with saline water for commercial fisheries 
by local oligarchs, the entire metropolitan 
activist apparatus and campus vanguard 
remained conspicuously silent. 

India's contemporary youth (Gen Z) remain 
largely unaware that the very political 
formations that engineered the devastation 
of an entire generation in the 1970s now 
form opportunistic alliances, seeking to lead 
another generation down a deceptive path. 
To a veteran who witnessed those days of 
the 1970s and barely survived that violent 
turmoil, the current rhetoric carries the 
unmistakable echoes of a dangerous rerun. 

Yet, this modern rerun borders on farce. 
It is particularly amusing to witness how 
vocal support and funding for these present-day 
campus agitations flow effortlessly from 
the institutions of the capitalist West and 
the domestic Anglophile elite - the very 
global power structures that classical Marxism 
sought to dismantle.  

The class divide remains as grotesque as 
ever: while ordinary students from modest 
backgrounds face police lathis, water cannons, 
and tear gas on the asphalt, the self-styled 
student leaders and armchair commissars 
retreat to air-conditioned cafes and university 
halls, debating revolution over burgers and 
artisanal coffee. 

Ultimately, it is fundamentally unfair and 
historically dishonest for both the ruling 
establishment and the parliamentary 
opposition to carelessly weaponize the terms 
Naxal and Naxalbari in their daily political 
theatre. Whatever the performative spectacles, 
street rallies, and television debates may 
be, Jantar Mantar is not Naxalbari. 

Connecting the ongoing theatrics of 
modern urban ideologues to the historic 
peasant uprising does total injustice to the 
memory of the real leaders who built the 
rural resistance. The tragedy is that while 
the name "Naxalbari" was co-opted to fuel 
decades of comfortable academic careers 
and destructive dogma, the original agrarian 
struggle failed to transform its homeland. 

Today, the farmers of Naxalbari and rural 
Bengal remain economically distressed, 
lagging far behind the agricultural prosperity, 
rural infrastructure, and farmer incomes 
achieved in states like Punjab, Haryana, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala. The 
genuine peasant struggle of 1967 remains a 
poignant chapter of lost agrarian aspirations, 
buried beneath decades of metropolitan 
myth-making.

Nepal’s hydropower potential is 
often touted as one of the highest 
per-capita power production in 
the world, boasting a theoretical 

potential of approximately 83,000 
megawatts, of which around 43,000 are 
considered technically and economically 
feasible. Yet, with a total installed generation 
capacity of 4,200 megawatts and domestic 
demand hovering around 2,000 to 2,200 
megawatts, the nation continues to struggle 
to exploit its potential. 

In the last fiscal year, Nepal earned a 
record-high Rs 29.32 billion from exporting 
electricity to India and Bangladesh. However, 
the current production and export model 
is fundamentally unsustainable as it 
remains heavily reliant on selling volatile 
monsoon surplus while importing power 
during the dry season. To secure long-term 
economic resilience, Nepal must capitalise 
on the Indian energy market while it lasts, 

forge proactive trilateral agreements to 
export power to Bangladesh, and accelerate 
domestic consumption. The window of 
opportunity in India will not remain open 
indefinitely. Although India’s electricity 
demand is projected to reach 458.7 gigawatts 
by 2036, the country is rapidly diversifying 
its own energy sources.  

Its solar capacity is projected 
to reach 211 gigawatts, with 
the nation targeting 100 gigawatts 
of nuclear power by 2047. 
Under these circumstances, 
India will increasingly assess 
Nepal’s electricity based on 
strict parameters of price, reliability and 
availability. Kathmandu must acknowledge 
this reality. 

To secure the Indian market, the state 
must immediately resume the stalled 
power purchase agreement (PPA) process, 
where projects representing roughly 16,500 

megawatts currently languish. It is vital 
to negotiate long-term agreements of 5, 15 
and 25 years. Furthermore, Nepal needs 
to invest heavily in transmission infrastructure 
as inadequate infrastructure currently 
wastes around 1,000 megawatts of generated 
electricity. Prioritising cross-border 

transmission networks, however, is 
not enough.  

Since most of Nepal’s hydropower 
plants are run-of-river, fast-tracking 
reservoir-based projects like Upper 
Arun, Dudhkoshi and Budhigandaki 
are essential steps to provide consistent, 
year-round electricity. 

Relying on a single export market, 
however, exposes Nepal to geopolitical 
vulnerabilities. Past bilateral tensions have 
led to economic blockades, notably in 
1969, 1988-89, and 2015-16. Power-hungry 
Bangladesh, currently crippled by severe 
gas and electricity shortages, represents 

an ideal partner. Bangladesh’s master plan 
seeks to import up to 9,000 megawatts of 
electricity from its neighbours.  

Crucially, Nepali hydropower is highly 
competitive. The initial bilateral agreement 
to export 40 megawatts to Bangladesh 
was priced at Tk8.35 per unit, which is 78 
percent cheaper than Bangladesh’s costly 
imports from India. Kathmandu must 
proactively seek trilateral agreements with 
New Delhi and Dhaka to establish stable 
cross-border corridors.  

America’s latest attempt to break Iran may expose the 
limits of economic power rather than demonstrate its 
reach. Washington has moved from bombs to 
bargaining and now to financial strangulation. The 

Trump administration’s new campaign threatens countries and 
companies that continue doing business with Tehran, while 
targeting the shipping, aviation, technology, gold and digital 
networks that help Iran evade sanctions. Yet the most 
consequential weapon ~ secondary sanctions against major 
foreign financial institutions ~ has so far remained largely a 
threat. That distinction matters.  

Sanctions are powerful when the threatened country has 
nowhere else to go. Iran has spent decades learning precisely 
how to survive economic isolation. Its networks of 
intermediaries, shadow shipping, informal finance and 
sanctions-busting companies have not disappeared. The 
country is badly weakened, but weakness is not the same as 
surrender. The bigger problem for Washington is China.  

Beijing remains the principal buyer of Iranian oil, and the 
new American measures conspicuously stopped short of 
imposing penalties on major Chinese financial institutions. 
Washington can threaten Chinese companies; shutting them 
out of the American financial system would carry 
consequences far beyond Iran. It would turn sanctions 
enforcement into another front in the strategic rivalry between 
the world’s two largest economies. 

This is why the language of an “economic D-Day” is 
misleading. D-Day had a defined military objective: establish a 
foothold from which Nazi Germany could ultimately be 
defeated. Economic pressure has no equivalent moment of 
victory. A sanctions campaign can reduce revenues, weaken the 
currency, restrict imports and make the Iranian government 
increasingly costly to sustain.  

But it cannot, by itself, determine how a regime responds to 
those pressures. Indeed, history suggests that authoritarian 
governments often distribute economic pain downward while 
tightening political control. Iran’s rulers have powerful security 
institutions and years of experience presenting foreign pressure 
as an assault on national sovereignty. Severe economic 
hardship may therefore weaken the state without producing the 
political capitulation Washington seeks. 

That does not make the American strategy futile. A poorer, 
more isolated Iran has fewer resources with which to finance its 
military networks, sustain regional influence or pursue strategic 
ambitions. Containment can therefore be a legitimate objective. 
But containment is fundamentally different from regime 
change. The danger is that Washington may confuse the two. If 
Tehran retaliates against the pressure, the United States could 
find itself compelled to answer militarily. If sanctions are 
tightened enough to eliminate the remaining loopholes, 
America may have to confront China and other countries 
whose cooperation it needs. And if those countries resist, the 
economic war against Iran could become a much wider contest 
over the reach of American financial power. 

The real test, therefore, is not whether sanctions hurt Iran. 
They plainly will. It is whether economic pain changes Tehran’s 
strategic calculations. For now, there is little reason to assume 
that it will. America can make Iran poorer. Making it surrender 
is another matter.

Setting  a  direction 

Economic  D-Day 

India’s contemporary youth 
(Gen Z) remain largely unaware 
that the very political 
formations that engineered the 
devastation of an entire 
generation in the 1970s now 
form opportunistic alliances, 
seeking to lead another 
generation down a deceptive 
path. To a veteran who 
witnessed those days of the 
1970s and barely survived that 
violent turmoil, the current 
rhetoric carries the 
unmistakable echoes of a 
dangerous rerun 
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friends. B-16, Subodh Park, Kolkata-700070. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Drug tests 
Sir, Apropos “Wrong moment”, published 

today, the caution urged is timely, particularly 
when drug testing is being considered after 
an aviation incident. A positive cannabis 
test, by itself, cannot establish that a pilot 
was impaired at the time of the incident. 
Cannabis can remain detectable long after 
its effects have passed, making the interpretation 
of such results difficult.  

At the same time, airlines cannot afford 
ambiguity when passenger safety is involved. 
A clear pre-duty abstinence rule, combined 
with random testing, would provide a more 
practical safeguard. Investigators should 

also examine cockpit recordings, flight data, 
medical evidence and the pilot’s actions 
before drawing conclusions.  

Regulatory action must be based on 
reliable evidence rather than a single test 
result .  Aviation authorities should  
therefore strengthen both prevention and 
investigation without compromising fairness 
or due process. 

Yours, etc., A. Myilsami, 
Coimbatore, 25 August. 

 

Govt schools 
Sir, The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) 

wrote to education ministers of all states 

seeking detailed data on government school 
infrastructure, teacher vacancies and funding 
over the past five years, as part of its ongoing 
campaign highlighting deficiencies in public 
education.  

The visuals from government schools 
circulating on social media showed children 
studying without basic facilities such as 
safe drinking water, functional toilets, proper 
classrooms and benches. 

It has been 80 years since India gained 
Independence. No child in this country 
should be forced to study in such conditions. 
They are being treated worse than animals. 

The recent campaign on the condition of 
government schools, highlights dilapidated 

buildings and inadequate infrastructure 
and calls for increased public spending on 
education. 

Governments must disclose the funds 
allocated to schools over the past five  
years and the amount actually spent during 
the period.  

The states must provide estimates of the 
additional number of government schools 
required to ensure reasonable access to 
quality education. Every child deserves a 
safe classroom, clean drinking water, a 
functional washroom, a bench to sit on, 
and a teacher to teach them.  

Yours, etc., Bhagwan Thadani, 
Mumbai, 25 August.  

tradingref.com



GERMANY AND THE 
LEAGUE 

HOPEFUL OUTLOOK 
FOR GENEVA 
BERLIN, AUG. 

THE Foreign Affairs Committee of the Reichstag 
have received Herr Stresemann’s report on the 
foreign political situation, and have learned that 
the Foreign Minister is, on the whole, confident 
that the difficulties regarding Germany’s entry 
into the League of Nations will eventually be 
removed. He does not expect serious opposition 
by Spain, who is considered to be fully occupied 
with the Tangier problem, in which Germany is 
not interested. 

Herr Stresemann pointed out that Lord Cecil’s 
plan must still be taken as a basis for negotiations 
by the committee, which approved the Govern-ment’s 
attitude and finally rejected the Communist 
motion demanding the withdrawal of Germany’s 
application to enter the League.—Reuter. 

 
 
 

GREEK CABINET OF 
SERVICE 

KING GEORGE AND 
THE THRONE 
ATHENS, AUG. 

IN accordance with the decision of the party 
leaders to form a Cabinet of Service, consisting 
of civilians, under the leadership of M. Kondilis, 
as head of the National Democratic Party, M. 
Kondilis has formed a Cabinet in which he himself 
is Minister of War and Marine. 

Professor Petmozas, Minister of Interior and 
Justice; M. Argyrepoulos, formerly Minister at 
Angora, Minister for Foreign affairs; Professor 
Triandafilopoulos Minister of Communications; 
M. Papas, who is a distinguished surgeon, Minister 
of Public Instruction; M. Drossepoulos coGovernor 
of the National Bank of Greece, Minister of Finance 
and M. Nakes, who is a lawyer, Minister of 
Agriculture. —Reuter. 

 
 
 

VITAL QUESTION 

FREE PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 
LONDON, AUG. 

THE Daily Telegraph, in the course of a leader 
remarking on the Spanish Note which has now 
been presented in London and Paris, says that in 
addition to France there is no doubt that Britain 
is opposed to linking the questions of Geneva 
and Tangier. The former is purely a matter for 
the Assembly of the League of Nations, while 
Tangier is a question which is largely strategic, 
pointing to the defence of the Empire based on a 
free passage through the Mediterranean, including 
an unassailable position at Gibraltar.

The paper concludes by saying that any 
readjustment of that region must not prejudice 
our principal interest in it, and must satisfy in 
that connexion both the British and Dominion 
Governments, in whose joint system of defence 
the Western entrance to the Mediterranean plays 
so vital a part.—Reuter. 

 

SHARMILA DAS SHARAN 
 

We notice the queues, 
the delays and the long 
walks. But what does 
it  take to make an 

airport work? 
We arrive at an airport carrying 

our own little stories. We may be 
excited about where we are going, 
emotional about where we have 
been, rushing because we are late, 
or simply irritated because the 
security queue appears to have 
acquired a life of its own. We notice 
the traffic outside, the check-in 
counters, the immigration queue, 
the coffee shop, the departure 
board and inevitably, the distance 
to our gate. 

We notice almost everything that 
affects us. What we rarely notice is 
the extraordinary choreography 
required to make all of this work. 

An airport is, in many ways, a 
small city that cannot afford to 
stop. 

Thousands of people arrive and 
leave. Aircraft land and take off. 
Baggage moves through systems 
we barely see. Food has to reach 
aircraft at precisely the right time. 
Toilets have to be cleaned, floors 
maintained, equipment serviced, 
security coordinated, information 
updated and gates prepared. There 
are engineers, cleaners, security 
personnel, ground handlers, airside 
teams, customer-service staff, 
technicians, drivers, catering crews, 
maintenance workers and countless 
others whose work becomes visible 
to us only when something goes 
wrong. 

Perhaps that is the peculiar nature 
of a well-run airport. Its success is 
almost invisible. When everything 
works, we simply assume it should. 

C onsider  something as 
unremarkable as a step-ladder. 

An aircraft arrives at its parking 
position. Passengers are ready to 
disembark. The crew is ready. The 
gate is ready. The baggage operation 
is being prepared. Yet if the equipment 
needed to bridge that simple gap 

between aircraft and ground is not 
where it should be, the entire 
sequence can be disrupted. 

It sounds almost absurd. Surely 
a step-ladder cannot matter that 
much? But that is precisely the 
point. In a complex system, a 
seemingly insignificant object can 
become extraordinarily important 
at a particular moment. 

One missing piece can delay an 
aircraft. That delay can affect the 
next departure. The next departure 
can affect another gate, another 
crew, another aircraft and eventually, 
hundreds of passengers who have 
absolutely no idea that the original 
problem began with something as 
ordinary as a piece of equipment 
not being in place. 

We tend to think of importance 
in terms of size. Airplanes are 
important. Runways are important. 
Control towers are important. 
Step-ladders? Not so much. 

But systems do not work according 
to our perception of importance. 
They work according to 
interdependence. That is what 
makes an airport fascinating. 

It is not one machine. It is an 
enormous network of people, 
processes, technology, equipment 
and timing, each dependent on the 
other. The aircraft may be the most 
visible part of the operation, but it 
is only one element in a much larger 
choreography. And choreography 
is perhaps the right word. 

A dancer arriving late can disrupt 
a performance. At an airport , 
hundreds of such movements are 
taking place simultaneously, except 
the dancers are aircraft, baggage 
carts, catering trucks, buses, engineers, 
security teams and people. And 
unlike a stage performance, the 
choreography changes constantly. 

Weather changes. Aircraft arrive 
early or late. Passengers miss 
connections. Equipment needs 
repair. A gate becomes unavailable. 
A security issue emerges. A piece 
of baggage requires attention. A 
medical emergency occurs. A flight 
is delayed somewhere else in the 

network and its consequences travel 
with it. 

Yet the airport keeps adjusting. 
We, sitting in a departure lounge, 

may experience this only as a 
message on a screen: Delayed. This 
single word, that can contain an 
extraordinary amount of work. 

We may sigh. We may complain. 
We may call someone and say, “The 
flight is delayed again.” 

Meanwhile, somewhere behind 
the scenes, people are recalculating, 
coordinating, moving, repairing, 
communicating and trying to restore 
a sequence that has been disturbed. 

This is not an argument against 
complaining. Passengers are entitled 
to be frustrated. Time matters. 
Missed connections matter. Long 
queues matter. Accessibility matters. 
Efficiency matters. But perhaps 
there is room for something else 
alongside our frustration: curiosity. 

What does it actually take to 
move thousands of people safely 
through one building and then into 
the sky? 

The answer is not simply technology. 
It is people. 

The person checking the equipment 
before it is needed. The person 
cleaning an area before the next 
group arrives. The technician who 
notices a problem before it becomes 
a failure. The baggage handler 
moving luggage that we will never 
see again until it appears at our 
destination. The person ensuring 
that a wheelchair is ready. The 
worker making sure supplies are 
where they need to be. The countless 
people whose names we will never 
know and whose work we may 
never acknowledge. 

Airports remind us of something 
that extends far beyond aviation. 
We are surrounded by systems we 
take for granted. 

A hospital functions because 
hundreds of roles connect. A hotel 
works because dozens of invisible 
tasks happen before a guest notices 
anything. A city works because 
water, electricity, waste management, 
transport and maintenance operate 

continuously. Even our homes 
depend on systems we rarely think 
about until something fails. 

We notice the light when it does 
not switch on. We notice the internet 
when it disappears. We notice the 
lift when it stops. We notice the 
airport when the flight is delayed. 
Perhaps we should pay a little more 
attention before the failure. 

There is a quiet lesson here about 
work itself. We often celebrate the 
visible achievement - the aircraft 
taking off, the flight arriving, the 
passenger reaching the destination. 
We rarely celebrate the hundreds 
of small actions that made that 
achievement possible. 

And perhaps that is because good 
systems have a strange quality: 
they make difficult things look 
ordinary. The aircraft arrives. The 
gate opens. We walk out. Simple. 
Except it isn’t. 

Behind that apparently simple 
moment are schedules, safety checks, 
people, equipment, communication, 
maintenance, coordination and 
timing - all converging so that we 
can simply pick up our bag and 
walk towards the exit.

The next time we enter an airport, 
perhaps we could look differently. 

Notice the person who is moving 
with purpose while we are wandering. 

Notice the equipment that seems 
to be everywhere.  Notice the 
constant movement around an 
aircraft. Notice how many people 
are making our apparently simple 
journey possible. 

And when we inevitably find 
ourselves walking what feels like 
the longest corridor in the world to 
reach Gate 38, perhaps we can 
complain a little less. 

Or at least complain while walking. 
There is usually still a flight to 
catch. 

Because an airport is not merely 
a place where aircraft arrive and 
depart. 

It is a remarkable reminder that 
large outcomes are often held 
together by small things, quiet 
people and thousands of actions 
that nobody notices. 

Perhaps the best tribute we can 
pay to such a system is not to 
marvel at it every time we travel. 
Perhaps it is simply to remember 
that when everything appears 
effortless, it probably isn’t. 

We see the aircraft. We see the 
journey. We see the destination. 
But behind every flight is an airport 
we never see. 

 
 

The writer is a certified yoga teacher, and heads 
marketing in a multinational company.
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ACROSS 
 
1    Mishap ultimately 

stops new girl with 

Angus making 

European festival 

(9,5) 

9    Barely spot 

obvious signs of 

injury (5) 

10  Partner is 

desperate to 

become known (9) 

11  Emphasise 

instruction to 

student for 

improving 

ungrammatical 

essay? (9) 

12  Popular tenor

starts to ruin 

ostentatious 

musical opening (5) 

13  Contradiction of 

soldier coming to 

place where sailors 

are seen in

conversation (7) 

15  Some 

inconspicuous car 

certainly is harder 

to find (7) 

18  Salesman born in 

Idaho felt 

discontent (7) 

20  Without nurse 

regularly around, 

must reset bone 

(7) 

21  Two leading 

characters 

dropped from 

pleasant story (5) 

23  Pen sort of 

language that�s 

found on UK 

banknotes (5,4) 

25  Cake that was to 

help neither side 

during World War II 

reportedly?  

(5,4) 

26  Head of society 

chasing supporters 

for money  

(5) 

27  A charge that is 

concocted to 

arrest 

international 

author  

(6,8) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Desktop image 

that is cut and 

pasted  

(9) 

2    Tour de France 

winner runs over 

towards parents 

initially. Sweet! 

(5,4) 

3    Completes puzzle, 

on reflection 

admitting surprise 

(5) 

4    Ten grand used up 

entertaining 

American with 

meal and posh 

cakes (7) 

5    Sisters experience 

taking out first

European young 

boys (7) 

6    Start eating, it�s 

freshly made  

(9) 

7    Tackle landlord 

about source of 

infestation  

(5) 

8    Ban day of 

celebration 

supported by 

electorate 

essentially  

(4) 

14  Admit nine Euros 

went oddly missing 

in collection plates 

(6,3) 

16  Close friend of 

Tory worker seen 

outside bar (9) 

17  Think nostalgically 

about car having 

small coupé�s shell 

(9) 

19  Tactful individual 

must sacrifice time 

to get qualification 

(7) 

20  Crushing retort 

from second 

schoolmaster to 

Billy Bunter (7) 

21  Mouldy smell 

caused 

commotion, so to 

speak (4) 

22  Former Welsh 

politician avoids 

criticising fancy 

jewellery (5) 

24  Name major road 

in Middle Eastern 

city (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27

S I D E B Y S I D E E T C H
A E R H I H A
D I S C O O B S E S S I O N

C K W P T S D
Q U E U E D M I G R A T E S
U N N D R E L
A I D E D E D I C A T E E S
F S S T M T
F E L T T I P P E N A B B A

I R O D S E G
F O G B O U N D U P D A T E
O H K D S L R
R O T T E N E S T A L I E N
C E N E S N A
E A R L S T O P T H E G A P

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 28 August 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL NOTE 
MR. A. V. V. Aiyar, whose death we announced 

yesterday, was a distin-guished officer of the 
Finance Department who had the gift of writing 
lucid and valuable reports on currency matters. 
He was known in Calcutta, where he served for a 
time as Currency Controller, but did most of his 
twentyeight years’ service at Simla and Bombay. 
Selected as joint secretary to the Hilton Young 
Commission, he was prevented from joining it 
by the illness which has now terminated fatally. 
He was one of many Madrasis who have found 
opportunities for their special abilities in the 
Finance Department; it was a common exaggeration 
some years ago to regard that Service as practically 
a Madras monopoly, though vacancies were 
usually filled by competitive examination.

SHREY MADAAN 
 

India spent years making digital 
payments seamless to 
consumers. Scan a QR code, 
enter a PIN, and the transaction 

is done. Now, as UPI enters its next 
phase, people face a major dilemma: 
how do you keep a payment system 
affordable and innovative when the 
infrastructure behind it is not free 
to maintain? 

The government has opened the 
door to a Merchant Discount Rate 
(MDR) on a limited category of 
high-value UPI transactions, while 
assuring that Person-to-Person (P2P) 
payments will remain free. The 
Finance Ministry argues that rapidly 
rising transaction volumes require 
continued investment in cybersecurity, 
fraud prevention,  and digital 
infrastructure, which cannot be 
sustained only by subsidies. 

There is a reasonable case for 
that approach. UPI has become 
one of India's most important 
components of digital structure. It 
processed 2,366 crore transactions 
worth nearly 29.9 lakh crore in July 
2026 alone,  according to  the 
government. The success of UPI, 
however, was built on simplicity 
and low costs. Any change to its 
economics should therefore be 
judged not only by the revenue it 
generates, but by whether it preserves 

the competitive environment that 
made digital payments successful. 

That distinction matters because 
MDR is ultimately a cost of accepting 
payments. Even if consumers are 
not charged directly, merchants may 
have to bear the expense. The 
government has sought to limit this 
concern by saying that any MDR 
would apply only to a limited set of 
transactions above a threshold, while 
small merchants and ordinary users 
would remain protected. But a cost 
that enters the payment ecosystem 
does not necessarily disappear 
simply because it is not displayed 
on the consumer's screen. 

India’s UPI shows why pricing 
matters. MDR was set to zero for 
UPI and RuPay debit card transactions 
in January 2020 to encourage 
digital-payment adoption. Since 
then, UPI has become deeply 
embedded in everyday commerce, 
with total annual transactions 
increasing 12,000-fold since FY 
2016-17. The zero-MDR model clearly 
helped create the conditions for 
rapid adoption. The question now 
is not whether the zero-MDR model 
delivered results. It clearly did. The 
question is whether a carefully 
calibrated revenue model can fund 
the next stage of growth without 
undermining the affordability that 
made UPI successful in the first 
place.  

This does not mean India should 
preserve a zero-cost model regardless 
of its consequences. Payment providers 
need viable business models if they’re 
expected to invest in better technology 
and security infrastructure. The 
government’s argument that the 
ecosystem must become more 
financially sustainable should be 
taken seriously. The real question 
is where to strike a balance: adequate 
revenue to sustain investment and 
coverage and enough competition 
to keep platforms innovative while 
protecting consumers from hidden 
costs. 

PhonePe and Google Pay still 
account for roughly 79 per cent of 
UPI transaction volumes, although 
their combined share has recently 
fallen below 80 per cent as smaller 
platforms such as  Navi  and 
super.money gain more ground. 
That is encouraging, but it also 
shows how cluttered the market 
is. A payment ecosystem that relies 
heavily on a few platforms should 
be careful not to create economic 
conditions that make it harder for 
new players to enter, experiment, 
and attract consumers. 

This is where UPI’s next chapter 
could be different from its first. 
India’s digital payments revolution 
succeeded because consumers were 
given a system that was convenient, 
interoperable, and inexpensive. 

Competition between payment 
platforms helped reinforce that 
convenience. The next stage should 
preserve those advantages rather 
than assuming that scale itself will 
ensure continued innovation. 

There is also an important distinction 
between making UPI sustainable 
and making it expensive. The two 
are not the same. A well-designed 
payment ecosystem can generate 
revenue for providers while keeping 
basic transactions affordable for 
consumers. The government has 
already indicated that any future 
MDR would be substantially below 
typical debit and credit card rates. 
The challenge is to ensure that any 
eventual  framework remains 
transparent and proportionate while 

preserving the openness that made 
UPI successful. 

UPI does not need to remain 
artificially free at any cost. Nor should 
sustainability be used to justify 
weakening competition or passing 
unnecessary costs down the chain.  
India’s real challenge is to design an 
economic model that gives payment 
providers room to invest, gives new 
players room to compete, and keeps 
digital payments affordable for 
consumers. UPI has already shown 
the world what India can build when 
technology and competition work 
together. Its next test is whether 
policymakers can preserve those 
same principles as the system matures.  

 
The writer is Indian Policy Associate, Consumer 
Choice Center.

Who pays for India’s UPI revolution?

The airport we never see
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OPINION

LEBANON ACCUSES 
ISRAEL OF BURNING 
FOREST, FARMLAND
As extreme heat fuels wildfires worldwide this 
summer, Lebanese officials and residents have 
accused Israel’s military of systematically 
sparking blazes that have burnt swathes of forest 
and farmland in the country’s south.

In the village of Shaqra, Haidar Qoteish, 
36, says he has watched fires devour fields and 
orchards in his hometown of Hula, just five 
kilometres away but under Israeli military 
control. “They’ve burnt everything. You can see 
the fields are all black,” the father of four said by 
telephone.

Lebanon’s governmental National Council for 
Scientific Research (CNRS) says Israeli military 
activity has caused 160 square kilometres of 
land, half of it agricultural, to go up in flames 
since hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah 
began in October 2023.

The latest bout of fighting flared in March 
when the group drew Lebanon into the Middle 
East conflict by attacking Israel, triggering 
massive Israeli air strikes and a ground invasion.

Despite a lull in hostilities since June and 
an Israel-Lebanon deal that month, Israel still 
bombs the south and has been demolishing 
border villages.

Lebanon’s Prime Minister Nawaf Salam has 
accused Israel of pursuing a “scorched-earth 
policy” in the south.

The Israeli army told AFP’s Jerusalem bureau 
it “is aware of the potential environmental 
impact of its operations”, which it said are 
“conducted while taking precautionary 
measures to mitigate harm to civilians and the 
environment”.

Hussein Fakih, the head of the civil defence 
agency for the Nabatieh region, said that since 
July his teams have observed fires both inside 
and adjacent to areas where Israeli troops are 
stationed.

In Kfarshuba, which abuts Israel’s “security 
zone”, mayor Qassem al-Qadri said an Israeli 
attack this month sparked a fire that spread 
across a broad area of “mostly forest”.

Kfarshuba residents with property close to 
Israeli positions are afraid to take fire prevention 
measures like clearing undergrowth, the mayor 
said. Environment Minister Tamara Elzein has 
condemned what she called “ecocide” in the 
south, accusing Israel’s army of “deliberately” 
burning swathes of Lebanese land.

CNRS director Chadi Abdallah told AFP “fires 
were limited to the border strip” during the 2023-
2024 hostilities, but have broadened since the 
conflict reignited this year. — AFP

Your team isn’t blocking 
innovation. You are.

MOST 
DAYS, a wadi in Oman looks 
like empty ground. The 
stillness is convincing enough 
to make permanence feel 
plausible; heat settles over 

gravel, the channels remain dry, and all that 
open space can seem to be waiting for a more 
useful purpose. Then rain falls somewhere in 
the mountains, water gathers speed, and the 
landscape changes in hours. The wadi has not 
become something else. Its other condition 
has simply arrived, exposing how easily we 
had judged its purpose by the condition we 
encountered most often.

I was thinking about this again in São Paulo 
this week while moderating a discussion 
on food security and resilience. Brazil is a 
major global agricultural powerhouse and 
still imports around 85% of the fertiliser 
it consumes. The scale is enormous, but 
so is the dependence on systems whose 
robustness is easiest to ignore while they 
continue to work smoothly. Our conversation 
kept circling back to resilience, what allows 
a productive system to keep moving when 
the conditions beneath it shift, and how 
abundance can depend on things beyond our 
immediate control.

Olivier Hamant, the French biologist, 
described this changing world as a passage 
from the era of the mean into the era of the 

standard deviation. His deeper argument is 
about robustness, about what happens when 
systems built for performance encounter a 
world that does not behave within the range 
they were optimised to expect. 

We have become extraordinarily good at 
planning around averages; rainfall becomes a 
design assumption, temperature a threshold, 
demand a forecast, and forecasts slowly 
acquire the authority of fact.

The same instinct has shaped what we 
remove. 

Inventory looks idle when shelves are full, 
a second supplier looks expensive when the 
first is reliable, spare capacity looks wasteful 
when demand behaves, and open land invites 
another use when water is absent. Wetlands, 
mangroves and healthy soils carry the same 
difficult kind of value. 

Their worth is easiest to overlook during 
ordinary years because a buffer earns its keep 
in the deviation; when the shipment fails, the 
transformer breaks or the water rises, what 
once looked excessive becomes the margin 
that absorbs the shock.

Between sessions at the Arab-Brazil 
economic forum, someone told me about 
the capybaras that wandered into a state 
legislature building a few weeks earlier. 
These heavy-barrel shaped animals walked in 
from the park beside it, crossed the reception 

What the average cannot see
area and reached the turnstiles before 
stopping. The final boundary between park 
and parliament was a machine built to count 
people, faithfully holding a distinction the 
animals themselves had never needed.

The story made me laugh, but got me 
thinking about my own work sitting inside 
this logic. I spend much of it around projects 
measured in decades, where forecasts 
become assumptions, assumptions enter 
models, and models eventually harden into 
infrastructure. 

The longer the horizon, the more I wonder 
what disappears when precision gives us 
confidence that the range around the forecast 
can be narrowed away. Ecological overshoot 
sharpens that unease: as natural systems are 
pushed beyond what they can regenerate 
or absorb, the margin around the forecast 
narrows from both directions via what we 
build and what the living world can carry.

The dry wadi and the flooded wadi belong 
to the same landscape. 

One is simply easier to build our 
expectations around. The open ground 
remains through another season of heat and 
gravel, carrying no obvious return, while 
somewhere beyond sight the possibility of 
water remains part of its design. It was never 
empty. We had forgotten how to value what 
had not yet been asked of it.

RUMAITHA 
AL BUSAIDI

 The writer is an 
environmental 

strategist and advocate 
for sustainable 

development

A 
FEW months ago, I sat across 
from a senior leader tasked 
with building an innovation 
strategy for their organisation. 
Sharp. Motivated. Genuinely 

committed to change.
But when I asked them one 

question - “Which zone are you 
personally in right now?” - and 
showed them the chart, they went 
quiet. Not because they didn’t 
understand. But because they’d 
never examined where they 
actually stood. That silence told 
me everything. Before you can 
transform your organisation, you 
must transform yourself first.

Here’s the truth I’ve learned: 
Organisations don’t fail at innovation 
because their strategies are poorly 
designed. They fail because leaders 
ask their teams to move through 
uncomfortable territory they haven’t 
navigated themselves. Culture 
doesn’t follow strategy. It follows the 
leader. Always.

THE FIVE ZONES LEADING TO 
CHANGE
Think of these zones as a journey. 
Each requires inner work - 
uncomfortable, real, psychological 
work.

Comfort Zone: You operate 
from what you know. Decisions 
follow established patterns. The 
organisation runs efficiently - until 
the market demands something 
new. At this level, you’re playing it 
safe, which feels like control but is 
actually slow decline.

Fear Zone: This is where real 
transformation begins. You step 
out of what’s familiar, and doubt 
emerges. Colleagues question you. 
Outcomes are uncertain. This is the 
hardest zone - most leaders cycle 
back to comfort here. But some 
push through. They sit with fear, 
acknowledge it, and keep moving.

Learning Zone: Here, you’re 

building real capability. You’re 
not running away from comfort - 
you’re running toward something 
concrete. You acquire new skills 
and new ways of thinking. Digital 
transformation and Innovation 
management frameworks become 
practical tools, not theoretical 
concepts. Your organisation starts to 
see actual shifts: problems are solved 
systematically, ideas are evaluated 
rigorously, failure becomes 
information.

Growth Zone: Learning without 
action is rehearsal. Growth is when 
you’ve practised enough that you 
have confidence. Now you’re not just 
changing yourself - you’re actively 
helping others transform. Your 
organisation starts to see measurable 
results.

Transformation Zone: You’ve 
integrated innovation thinking 
and growth mindset into how 
you work and who you are. It’s no 
longer a new persona. It’s coherent 
with your values. At this point, 
your organisational culture shifts 
from the inside out. People see that 
transformation works because they 
see it in you.

WHY THIS MATTERS RIGHT NOW

Here’s what I observe: Organisations 
spend millions on leadership 
programmes, innovation 
frameworks, and brilliant people in 
innovation roles. They announce 
transformation initiatives and teams. 
Then they’re confused when nothing 
changes.

The missing piece is the leader’s 
inner work.

As a leader, you cannot design an 
innovation department, announce 
a transformation strategy, or build 
a new culture while you’re still 
operating from your comfort zone. 
Your team will sense it. They’ll see 
the gap between what you’re asking 
them to do and where you actually 
stand. And they won’t follow.

This isn’t about being perfect. 
It’s about being honest. It’s about 
doing the psychological work 
first - admitting where you are, 
acknowledging your fear, choosing 
to learn, and building capability 
through real action. Only then 
do you earn the right to ask your 
organisation to move with you.

FOR BUILDING INNOVATION 
CAPABILITY, START HERE
Ask Yourself: Which zone am I 
genuinely in? Not where I think I 
should be. Where I actually stand 
right now.

Then ask: Am I willing to move? 
Because everything that follows 
— the decisions, the team, the 
culture — will be built on that honest 
foundation.

The organisations that transform 
are not those with the best 
frameworks. They are those whose 
leaders have the courage to move 
first and the integrity to be visible in 
that movement.

Before you ask your organisation 
to step into discomfort, step into it 
yourself. That’s not a management 
principle. That’s how change actually 
happens.

DR MARYAM 
TUBEILEH

The writer is 
an innovation 
strategist and 

founder of Oman’s 
first boutique 

innovation 
management 
consultancy

As natural systems 
are pushed beyond 

what they can 
regenerate or 

absorb, the margin 
around the forecast 
narrows from both 
directions via what 
we build and what 

the living world can 
carry

The organisations 
that transform are 
not those with the 
best frameworks. 

They are those 
whose leaders 

have the courage 
to move first and 
the integrity to 

be visible in that 
movement
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OPINION

GULF AIR HUBS 
WEATHER WARTIME 
DOWNTURN
MAXENCE D’AVERSA

After six months of war in the Middle East, 
the Gulf’s major aviation hubs are navigating 
turbulence as a hefty portion of their lucrative 
transit traffic opts for other airports such as 
Istanbul.

Between April and June, business for Middle 
Eastern airlines — measured by passenger 
kilometres — was down 30 per cent, with that 
figure down close to 50 per cent on routes to 
Europe, according to the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA).

In Dubai, the number of flight seats scheduled 
was down 15 per cent year on year in August, the 
biggest drop among the world’s top 10 airports, 
aviation data specialist OAG said, though the UAE 
hub remained the world’s leading international 
airport by that measure.

The shock to the Gulf is significant because the 
region had made connecting travel a linchpin of its 
economic strategy.

As recently as last year, nearly one in six 
connecting passengers worldwide passed through 
the Middle East.

These travellers represented nearly half of all 
traffic through Dubai and the UAE capital Abu 
Dhabi, and almost three-quarters of traffic through 
the Qatari capital Doha.

Since the outbreak of war on February 28, 
airspace restrictions over Iran and Iraq have taken 
a toll.

Risk-averse European carriers have cut services 
to the region, making Turkish Airlines “the big 
winner”, according to Paul Chiambaretto, an 
air transport specialist at France’s Montpellier 
Business School.

With Russian airspace also off limits to many 
Western airlines, Istanbul’s strategic location 
has made it a desirable alternative to Gulf hubs, 
placing it at the “global centre of gravity for air 
transport”, Chiambaretto said.

Istanbul is able to connect Europe to Asia with 
only a slight detour, he added.

Turkish Airlines’ customer base is up five per 
cent since the start of the conflict, with a decrease 
in capacity on Middle East flights offset by a six 
per cent bump on routes to Europe and a 16 per 
cent rise for East Asia. In July, Istanbul’s main 
airport even overtook London Heathrow with 
more than eight million travellers.

The question is whether passengers will return 
to the Gulf once the situation stabilises.

Early last month IATA was still describing 
the diversion of traffic as likely a temporary 
phenomenon.

Ultra-long-haul flights are also bypassing 
stopovers. Australian airline Qantas plans to 
launch at the end of next year a 22-hour non-stop 
flight between Sydney and London using specially 
configured Airbus A350s. — AFP

Has World War III started?

IT 
is interesting to observe how experts 
and media narratives surrounding the 
2026 US-Israel-Iran war have largely 
focused on portraying Iran as the 
antagonist. Yet the central issue is how 

this conflict exposes political, economic, and 
diplomatic tensions.

It is necessary to distinguish between 
events and facts, and the interpretations 
placed on storylines. It is vital to note that on 
February 28, 2026, the United States and Israel 
launched missile attacks on Iran, even though 
international observers and mediators believed 
a breakthrough was about to materialise.

The United States president, Donald 
Trump, justified the military strikes as 
necessary to eliminate an imminent threat. 
He cited the need to permanently stop Iran 
from acquiring a nuclear weapon, destroy its 
ballistic missile and naval capabilities, and 
end its regional support for armed groups. 
Iran responded with retaliatory strikes 
targeting Israel and other neighbouring 
countries that host US forces or assist the 
US in conducting strikes. These are facts, 
not opinions, nor fiction! Half a year later, 
a military operation initially anticipated to 
be brief continues. Multiparty negotiators 
remain in back-and-forth dialogue, marked 
by threats followed by a retreat from 
a diplomatic solution: bombing while 
negotiating. The new dynamic of the conflict 
has moved toward the Strait of Hormuz, with 
oil and the global economy held hostage, 
echoing 1973 when Arab oil producing 
nations cut petroleum supplies and imposed 

embargoes as a diplomatic tool against 
countries supporting Israel.

That is when the relevance of diplomacy 
becomes apparent, or not, as in politics 
the end justifies the means. Modern 
diplomacy, as a process for peace dialogue, 
is moving away from pragmatic-based 
bargaining. Instead, it is prioritising the 
interests of business corporations and 
employing unilateral coercion, with relations 
increasingly framed as competition.

There are fundamental reasons to explore 
the metamorphoses in current diplomacy, 
particularly when the scope of negotiations 
fluctuates in its achievements, broadens, or 
includes miscalculations, and amid a lack of 
expertise across the various fronts of such 
a complex situation. That is when we once 
again see the transformation of diplomacy in 
the Gulf states: national interests and flexible 
alliances come into play.

To better understand the current situation, 
it is helpful to look at a few details of past 
context. Historically, Gulf states have 
prioritesed collective consultations within 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and 
direct high-level discussions. This approach 
aimed to prevent regional conflicts from 
interfering with domestic economic 
transformations and disrupting global trade. 
The creation of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
in 1981 emerged as a tool for closer security 
and diplomatic coordination.

The establishment of full sovereignty 
for the Arab Gulf nations following the 
British military withdrawal from the Gulf 

Diplomacy’s shifting role
in 1970 required these young nations to 
develop their diplomatic corps quickly and 
manage relations with larger neighbouring 
countries. From the start, Oman has set a 
precedent with a unique diplomatic doctrine 
that remains effective today, characterised 
by strict non-alignment, the cultivation 
of security ties with Western nations, and 
the maintenance of open communication 
channels with various regional actors.

As British influence receded, the United 
States gradually increased its diplomatic, 
economic, and security presence in 
the Gulf, positioning itself as the main 
guarantor against Soviet influence and 
regional instability. Following the end of 
the Cold War’s bipolar structure, regional 
independence emerged, with global powers 
interacting via economic and pragmatic 
avenues.

One consequence of the current US-Israel-
Iran war is that the Gulf states are inclined to 
reduce their reliance on a single superpower 
and instead pursue diversified, cross-border 
relationships. The changing points to 
adaptations toward regional normalisation, 
economic integration, and strategic 
alignments.

The gap between the sides in this conflict 
lies between Washington’s objectives and 
the Gulf states’ consistent priorities, which 
include preserving space for diplomatic 
options and safeguarding national interests, 
rather than pursuing confrontational politics 
or rigid divisions that could jeopardise 
ongoing major projects.

SHORTLY AFTER Russia’s 
full-scale attack of 
Ukraine in 2022, 
I wrote a column 

under the headline “This Is How 
World War III Begins.” More than 
four years on, I wonder how much I 
got right.

My argument was based on the 
origins of World War II, which did not 
simply start with Germany’s attack 
of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939. Instead, 
the war was an accumulation of 
regional wars and crises, beginning 
with Japan’s attack of Manchuria in 
1931, which gradually gathered into a 
single global conflict.

That gathering, abetted by 
the converging ambitions of the 
totalitarian states and the divisions 
and vacillations of the democracies, 
led to catastrophe. Added to 
this was a revolution in military 
technology and tactics that gave the 
dictatorships an early advantage in 
offensive combat. Also an advantage: 
their willingness to inflict — and 
endure — a level of brutality and 
suffering their adversaries were 
initially reluctant to match.

In 2022, I saw a similar pattern 
unfolding: Decades of Western 
appeasement of Vladimir Putin had 
given the Russian strongman a sense 
that he could get away with nearly 
anything. His burgeoning ties with 
North Korea, Iran and especially 
China — memorialised by the pledge 
of a “no limits” partnership with 
Beijing announced weeks before 
the attack — gave him additional 
confidence. 

But Ukraine did not, as I had 
feared, turn out to be the France 
of 1940. It was more like Britain, 
prepared to fight, as Winston 
Churchill put it that May, “however 
long and hard the road may be.” The 
Biden administration, for all its fatal 
hesitation about letting Kyiv take the 
war to Russia, at least helped ensure 
that Ukraine didn’t lose. Ukraine 
has also held the technological edge, 
pioneering equipment and tactics 
that are finally stimulating a long-
overdue rethink about how wars of 
the future will be fought.

That’s the good news. There’s far 
more by way of bad news.

First, as in the 1930s and ’40s, the 
spheres of conflict have multiplied 
and are merging.

Russia’s battlefield reversals 
seem to have done nothing to 
diminish Putin’s appetite for risk 
as he expands his campaign, in 
barely concealed attacks and 
threats, against Moldova, Poland and 
Germany, among other states, while 
his political allies repeatedly call for 
direct strikes on Europe and the use 
of nuclear weapons against Ukraine. 
More recently, Ukraine has directed 
long-range strikes in the Caspian Sea 
to disrupt Iranian military supplies 
to Russia.

Second, the Axis of Authoritarians 
has become a fully operational 
military alliance.

Russia is providing North 
Korea with help to modernise its 
armed forces, while the North has 
returned the favour by sending 
millions of artillery rounds and is 
now reportedly prepared to send 
thousands of additional troops to 
fight for Russia in Ukraine. China 
supplies Russia with most of the 
electronic components used in its 
drones and other military hardware. 
Russia has given Iran critical 
targeting intelligence to strike US 
bases and ships in the Middle East. 
In the event of a Chinese attack on 
Taiwan, Beijing could call in its chips 
with Moscow by engaging the aid of 
Russia’s powerful Pacific submarine 
fleet, as detailed in a new paper 
from the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute.

Third, the West is a mess.
President Donald Trump 

complains of our allies’ weakness. 
The allies complain of Trump’s 
bullying, capriciousness, callowness, 
mendacity and incompetence. Both 
sides are right. The latest U.S. tariff 
salvo on Canada is a case in point: 
politically ill advised, economically 
self-defeating, strategically 
enervating.

Yet none of that erases the fact 
that Canada, a trade-dependent 
nation with the world’s longest 
coastline, barely has a navy to speak 
of, or that its government’s “new 
strategic partnership” with China 
is immoral, unwise and unsound 
— unless Mark Carney, the prime 
minister, really thinks that Trump’s 
idiotic outbursts are a graver long-
term threat to Canada and the free 
world writ large than the patient 
designs of the People’s Republic.

Fourth, we are militarily 
unprepared.

The war against Iran revealed not 
just the munitions shortages, which 
helped bring the war to a premature 
close, but also America’s acute 
sensitivity to military fatalities and 
economic pain, which gave Iran’s 
leaders an asymmetric advantage 
given their own tolerance for human 
suffering. The war in Ukraine has 
demonstrated that even the most 
sophisticated US military kit is 
entering obsolescence thanks to 
the advent of AI-assisted drone 
warfare. The tanks we and our allies 
supplied Kyiv during the Biden 
administration “now mostly sit idle, 
hidden in forests and collecting 
cobwebs,” as The NYT reported this 
week.

Yet Pete Hegseth, our testosterone-
obsessed defence secretary, last 
week decided to phase out an Army 
drone unit, seemingly because it was 
championed by generals he didn’t 
like.

Fifth, we may be near the 
economic brink.One great difference 
between the 1930s and the present 
is that, unlike then, we are not in the 
midst of a worldwide depression. 
But the warning signs of a sharp and 
abrupt downturn are everywhere. 
What happens if or when the AI 
boom starts to run out of steam, 
much as the dot-com boom did at 
the beginning of the century? Or if 
the currency crisis in Japan causes 
it to start selling off its US Treasury 
bonds? Stanley Druckenmiller, the 
legendary investor, recently warned 
in The Wall Street Journal that 
the Treasury Department’s bond 
buybacks were all but destined to 
fail: Ultimately, the price of a $40 
trillion national debt will be felt in 
sharply higher interest rates and the 
risks they pose to every sector of the 
economy that’s depended for too 
long on cheap credit.

A deep US recession, or a global 
financial panic, will inevitably 
worsen every trend mentioned 
above. In periods of economic 
distress, democracies almost always 
become more risk-averse, while 
dictatorships become risk-prone. 
That’s a pattern of history worth 
recalling as we continue to drift, only 
dimly aware, toward the gathering 
storm.

BRET STEPHENS

The author is a 
columnist for the 
New York Times

One consequence 
of the current 
US-Israel-Iran 
war is that the 
Gulf states are 
inclined to reduce 
their reliance on a 
single superpower 
and instead 
pursue diversified, 
cross-border 
relationships.

A deep US recession, 
or a global 

financial panic, 
will inevitably 
worsen every 

trend mentioned 
above. In periods of 
economic distress, 

democracies almost 
always become 

more risk-averse, 
while dictatorships 
become risk-prone.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in these pages are solely those of the authors and do not reflect the opinion of the Observer
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The writer is a 
journalist, academic 

and researcher in 
media studies
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Dietary
Guidelines
Fed Up
By Daniel E. Lieberman
Knopf, 416 pages, $35

BOOKSHELF | By AdrianWoolfson

Americans Who Find Killing Acceptable

T he latest Emerson poll
reveals a problem that
isn’t about politics.

Nearly 1 in 6 voters call the
assassination of a healthcare
executive on a public sidewalk
“acceptable.”

Brian Thompson, CEO of
UnitedHealthcare, was shot
and killed on Dec. 4, 2024,
while walking into a Manhat-
tan hotel for a company inves-
tors’ meeting. Five days later,
police arrested 26-year-old
Luigi Mangione, who this
month confessed to the shoot-
ing and pleaded guilty on fed-
eral stalking charges.

The Emerson poll, pub-
lished on Aug. 20, asked if Mr.
Mangione’s actions were ac-
ceptable or unacceptable, and
16.7% of respondents said his
were either “completely ac-
ceptable” or “somewhat ac-
ceptable.” This isn’t a fluke
reading. It’s the same finding
as the firm’s December 2024
poll.

After 20 months, a public
trial and national news cover-
age, that number has held
steady. Public opinion had ev-
ery opportunity to self-correct

and hasn’t. It means that
Americans’ tolerance for po-
litical violence is becoming
hardwired into the public con-
sciousness.

The violence isn’t limited
to one type of victim, and it
isn’t confined to opinion
polls. Federal prosecutors ar-
gued in an August 2025 court
filing that the killing of Mr.
Thompson helped inspire the
mass shooting at the National
Football League headquarters
a month prior.

“Simply put, [Mr. Man-
gione] hoped to normalize the
use of violence to achieve ide-
ological or political objec-
tives,” prosecutors wrote.
“Since the murder, certain
quarters of the public—who
openly identify as acolytes of
the defendant—have increas-
ingly begun to view violence
as an acceptable, or even nec-
essary, substitute for reasoned
political disagreement.”

That argument was part of
a death-penalty case a judge
later threw out entirely, ruling
in January that the underlying
charges didn’t meet the legal
bar for a capital crime. But the
tolerance for political killing
survived.

Then came Charlie Kirk,
head of the conservative
group Turning Point USA. He
was shot dead at Utah Valley
University less than a year af-
ter Mr. Thompson’s assassi-
nation. A CloudResearch poll
taken within 24 hours found
12% of American adults called
his killing justified. This fig-

ure rose to 22% among those
under 30.

A corporate executive and a
movement conservative killed
roughly a year apart, and in
both cases a significant share
of the public was willing to
call the killings acceptable
rather than criminal.

This is signal, not noise. A
study published this year in
Public Opinion Quarterly, by
researchers at the University
of Amsterdam and Vrije Uni-
versiteit Amsterdam, found
that the “folk hero” narrative
that built up around Mr. Man-
gione measurably increased

Democratic respondents’
stated support for partisan vi-
olence. Researchers found that
highly publicized killings
framed as morally justified
don’t simply reflect existing
attitudes, they shift them. Two
data points on a poll are one
thing. A documented causal
pathway from one act of vio-
lence to greater tolerance for
the next is another.

Most of the coverage of the
Emerson poll has been focused
on the 8-point Democratic
edge in the coming midterm
elections or the president’s
underwater approval numbers.
Those change by the week.
The one that isn’t moving is
nearly 1 in 6 voters calling as-
sassination acceptable.

This isn’t just a mood, it’s a
floor. The topline data doesn’t
break down the finding by age
or party, so drawing conclu-
sions about who is driving this
would be guessing. But what
isn’t a guess is that the floor
now exists.

Mr. Norman is a writer and
communications strategist
who is a member of the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy
Research’s Project 21.

By Adrian Norman

One in 6 voters tell
pollsters they’re OK
with assassination.

OPINION

D aniel E. Lieberman has studied the diets of indigenous
cultures worldwide, from the Hadza, a hunter-gatherer
people in Tanzania, to Maasai herders in Kenya and the

Tarahumara Native Americans of northern Mexico. In “Fed
Up,” he takes us on a provocative journey in pursuit of the
definitive art of eating and humankind’s optimal menu.

Marshaling an encyclopedic body of evolutionary and
anthropological evidence, Mr. Lieberman, a paleoanthropolo-
gist at Harvard University, aims to dispel the monolithic
thinking that dominates our approach to diet. The problem of
what we should eat is, he argues, “far too complex to be
solved by a single Big Idea.”

The fallibility of dietary advice is evident in the variability
of regimens, fads and crazes that have been promulgated
over the years. Jean-Jacques Rousseau argued in 1762 that

consumers of meat were “more
ferocious than other men,” while
Lord Byron, in 1819, character-
ized humans as carnivores who,
“like the shark or tiger,” must
have their prey. The 16th-century
Italian nobleman Alvise Cornaro
believed his corpulence could be
ameliorated by caloric restriction,
while Alexandre Dumas, in “Le
Grand Dictionnaire de Cuisine”
(1873), cites hot chocolate as a
tonic and restorative remedy.

The problem most contempo-
rary diets address is obesity. As
Mr. Lieberman candidly observes,

modern humans are unusually fat creatures. Two-thirds of
Americans are overweight, with a level of body fat exceeding
that of Arctic seals. Obesity, Mr. Lieberman explains, does not
increase the number of fat cells. Instead, each cell expands,
resembling an “overstuffed suitcase.” This produces chronic
inflammation in “every nook and cranny of the body” and
increases the risk of diseases such as Alzheimer’s and cancer.

The Venus figurines crafted in Stone Age Europe depict
women with enormous bellies. But this rotundness was likely
aspirational, the author argues. Obesity is a modern phenom-
enon and vanishingly rare among hunter-gatherers. For most
of human existence, we have lived in the shadow of starva-
tion: Our bodies evolved to stockpile energy. While we may
wish to lose weight, we should not expect assistance from
our biology.

Mr. Lieberman examines a number of popular diet pro-
grams that advance a big idea to address obesity. Loren Cor-
dain, an exercise physiologist, found commercial success with
“The Paleo Diet” in 2002. His book claimed that its menu of
animal proteins and unprocessed vegetables recapitulates the
diet of our Stone Age ancestors. But the notion that there
was a unitary Paleolithic diet, Mr. Lieberman informs us, is a
“naturalist fallacy.” In fact, the diets of different groups of
hunter-gatherers varied widely. Human beings have, through-
out history, opportunistically eaten almost any edible thing
that they could get their hands on.

The author has related critiques for advocates of the raw-
food movement, who maintain that the chemical transforma-
tions induced by cooking destroy vital nutrients. “If raw food
is best,” he asks, then “why is cooking practiced and enjoyed
by just about everyone on the planet?” As for the so-called
Mediterranean diet—which uses the cuisines of countries
such as Greece and Italy as exemplars of healthy eating—it
too indulges in some mythmaking. There never was a single
Mediterranean diet: Parts of more than 20 countries border
that sea. Nor are foods eaten there today consistent with
those consumed in the past. Tomatoes, for example, first
arrived in Italy in the 16th century and were not incorporated
into the canon of that country’s cuisine until more than two
centuries later.

Relying on such speculative and grandiose maxims—sup-
ported by a sparse and often inconsistent scientific litera-
ture—to inform what we eat is, Mr. Lieberman writes, like
“playing a game of dice.” His prudent approach is to avoid a
single grand plan and embrace a multifaceted strategy that
borrows pertinent insights from a variety of approaches.
This, he contends, is more aligned with the foraging behavior
of our ancestors, who were flexible and sought the best of
what was available. Dietary wisdom, it appears, resides in a
holistic, personalized perspective rather than in rules.

For Mr. Lieberman, a welcome alternative to single-minded
diets can be found by looking at regions sometimes called
Blue Zones, which are associated with exceptional longevity.
One such location, the city of Loma Linda, Calif., has a large
population of Seventh-day Adventists, who are principally
vegetarian, abstain from alcohol and tobacco, have close-knit
social networks and exercise regularly. No one dietary princi-
ple seems likely to account for their collective better health.

The greatest contemporary challenge, Mr. Lieberman
argues, lies in addressing an industrial food system that
has evolved over centuries. Large-scale manufacturing has
become essential to feeding the world’s population, and pro-
cesses such as fermentation can transform inedible and poi-
sonous plants into dietary staples. But this industry has also
introduced ultraprocessed foods, which now make up a hefty
portion of the 21st-century American diet. These products are
loaded with sugar, fat and chemical additives. Many are
devoid of fiber and natural nutrients. They activate what Mr.
Lieberman refers to as “primeval cravings,” stimulating the
brain’s reward centers and contributing to addiction and
overconsumption.

Mr. Lieberman identifies ultraprocessed foods as the prin-
cipal drivers of what he calls the “obesity pandemic” and
avoiding them should be central to our dietary strategy. They
damage our health, he asserts, because they have the hall-
marks of an evolutionary mismatch—our bodies are not
adapted to their long-term effects.

We are left with the realization that eating well and living
well are inextricably connected. Eating healthily does not
require the adoption of rigid diets that undermine the joy of
eating and provoke their own anxiety. But we can eat less,
drink more water, exercise, avoid excessive sugar and enjoy
the “glorious diversity of foods” without becoming “wanton
hedonists.” Quoting the Greek philosopher Epicurus, Mr. Lie-
berman encourages us to “be moderate to taste the joys of
life in abundance.”

Mr. Woolfson is the author of “On the Future of Species:
Authoring Life by Means of Artificial Biological Intelligence.”

Early humans weren’t rigid about their
sources of sustenance. Their flexibility
offers a lesson about modern diet regimes.

“Now in
1984—just to
date myself a
little bit,
don’t hate me,
one month
before I was
b o r n— T h e
Wall Street
Journal, the
voice of big
business in

the United States of America,
proposed, and I quote, ‘a five-
word constitutional amend-
ment: There shall be open
borders.’ ” So remarked Vice
President JD Vance last week
in his hometown, Middletown,
Ohio. “Now, they weren’t jok-
ing, they weren’t being tongue
in cheek,” he continued, “be-
cause if you look at what they
tried to do over the next 40
years, they told you back then
exactly what they were trying
to do.”

What he thinks “they”
were trying to do, as you can
probably guess, was replace
American workers with low-
wage foreigners. You would
think that the proposal of a
five-word constitutional
amendment would recom-
mend itself as a bit of a prov-
ocation, but Mr. Vance, whose
strengths don’t include a
sense of humor, plainly
doesn’t care about the argu-
ment advanced by that 1984
editorial, which concerned
Cold War-era immigration
policy.

Anyway he, or the aide
feeding him hooey about the
Journal as “the voice of big
business,” wouldn’t know or
care that among the newspa-
per’s most famous editorials
is one from 1979 headlined
“Down With Big Business.”
The curious may wish to con-

JD Vance Is the GOP’s Obama
sult an update, “Down With
Big Business, Again,” pub-
lished in 2021.

Mr. Vance’s propensity to
caricature arguments with
which he disagrees puts me
in mind of Barack Obama. In
his first address to Congress,
in 2009, the 44th president
said: “I reject the view that
says our problems will simply
take care of themselves, that
says government has no role
in laying the foundation for
our common prosperity.”
Over the next eight years Mr.
Obama constantly rejected
beliefs nobody held—“I reject
the idea that we need to ask
people to choose between
their jobs and their safety,”
he said in 2011.

Ideological differences
aside, the personas and ca-
reers of Messrs. Vance and
Obama bear weird similari-
ties. Both had tough upbring-
ings marked by an absent fa-
ther, intermittently absent
mother and reliable grand-
parents. Both took an im-
probable journey, largely on
the strength of smarts and in-
dustry, from broken home to
the Ivy League—Mr. Obama
to Columbia and, after a stint
as a community organizer, to
Harvard Law; Mr. Vance to
Yale Law. Neither spent much
time practicing law; Mr.
Obama soon moved on to aca-
demia, Mr. Vance to venture
capital.

Both wrote a powerful
rags-to-riches memoir
(“Dreams From My Father,”
“Hillbilly Elegy”) and fol-
lowed it with a pretentious,
straw-man-laden campaign
book (“The Audacity of
Hope,” “Communion”). Both
served briefly in the U.S. Sen-
ate before catapulting to ex-

ecutive power, though Mr.
Vance has yet to shed the
“vice” in his job title.

I would have thought it all
the stuff of parlor-game hap-
penstance, but events of this
summer tempt me to regard
the two men as expressions of
a type. I refer of course to Mr.
Vance’s conviction that he, by
the force of his personality,
could turn Iran’s bloodthirsty,
mendacious revolutionaries
into practical men, ready to
negotiate in good faith. In
June, pursuing what became

the short-lived memorandum
of understanding, the vice
president repeatedly de-
scribed his and his colleagues’
efforts to bring reason to the
U.S.-Iran relationship as
though the idea were original.
“For 47 years, this country has
been a thorn in our side,” Mr.
Vance said to Jake Tapper in
June. “The coolest thing about
the progress we’ve made over
the last few weeks is that you
see people within the Iranian
system—senior leadership,
even IRGC officials—say, ‘You
know what? We may have
some animosity, we may have
some mistrust, but we recog-
nize the way we’ve done busi-
ness with the United States for
the last 47 years is a mistake.
Let’s try something else.’ ”

It’s true that President
Trump has said similar things,
though only a fool would take
those statements as sincere.

Mr. Vance spoke his lines with
conviction.

Mr. Vance likes to tout his
youth (“don’t hate me”), but
he was old enough to follow
the news in the 2010s as Mr.
Obama attempted to turn U.S.
policy away from Israel and
draw Iran into the community
of peaceable nations. Mr.
Obama, too, liked to contrast
his practical and interest-
based approach to that of his
ideology-driven predecessors.

With few exceptions,
though, Mr. Obama limited his
scoldings to members and ad-
ministrations of the other
party. At the core of Mr.
Vance’s message is the repudi-
ation of views allegedly held
by both parties, especially his
own. In Brewer, Maine, this
week, the vice president de-
scribed that bipartisan “con-
sensus” again, though the car-
icature has a conspicuously
Republican shape to it. What
places like Brewer “really
needed, they told us”—no
prizes for guessing who
“they” were—“was just to
juice the short-term profits of
a few big corporations, that
we needed to open that border
and prioritize foreign workers
over our own citizens. They
would cheer on the corporate
raiders as they slashed head-
count and shifted all those
businesses either to foreign
countries or brought in illegal
aliens to employ.”

Leave the policy argument,
if you can call it that, to one
side. The lines reveal a man so
contemptuous of views differ-
ent from his own that he can’t
be bothered to understand
them. Now ponder a future
GOP headed by such a person.
Mr. Obama at least respected
the party he led.

He and the former
president have much
in common. And both
disdain Republicans.

UNRULY
REPUBLIC
By Barton
Swaim

T he rise of the Democratic
Socialists of America is a
political gift for Republi-

cans. If GOP House candidates
want to take advantage of it,
here’s a version of a simple
speech to consider. I’ve written
it for a candidate in Florida,
where state Rep. Angie Nixon,
a DSA member, is the Demo-
cratic U.S. Senate nominee. It
forces Democrats into an un-
comfortable choice: Side with
DSA’s extreme views or break
with the group and upset its
energized and increasingly in-
fluential supporters. The
speech would go something
like this:

Florida voters face a big
question in the midterm elec-
tion: How do you feel about a
statewide ticket led by a
member of the Democratic So-
cialists of America? It should
scare the hell out of you. Be-
cause the DSA’s agenda is
more radically leftist than any
we’ve seen in our lifetime.
And the DSA is increasing its
influence in the Democratic
Party.

How bad could it be? Let’s
start with this: The DSA plat-
form wants an America where
“you don’t pay a mortgage or
have a landlord.” Sounds nice,
until you get to the details. In
DSA world, government will

Nix on Nixon: How to Defeat the DSA
“build new, publicly-owned
social housing.”

Some will remember those
big, ugly apartment blocks in
the Soviet Union. That’s DSA
leaders’ vision, whether they
admit it or not. Unless they
say otherwise, you should as-
sume Angie Nixon and my
Democratic opponent sup-
port it.

The DSA agenda says gov-
ernment must treat “food, ed-
ucation, energy, medicine and
transportation” as “common
goods and utilities” and that
democracy requires “public

ownership of the largest cor-
porations and essential indus-
tries.” Again, you should as-
sume Ms. Nixon and my
Democrat opponent are on
board with the DSA unless
they deny it.

Here are some questions:
Since food would be a “com-
mon good,” would farmers
work for the government?
What about large Florida com-
panies? Will government take
over your local Publix store?

The home builder Lennar?
How about Ryder Trucks and
CSX railroad? Miami is head-
quarters for the Carnival, Nor-
wegian and Royal Caribbean
cruise lines. Does Ms. Nixon
want government to take
them over? Does my oppo-
nent? If they won’t say no, as-
sume they do. Let me get re-
ally serious: Do we want
federal bureaucrats to be in
charge of Mickey Mouse and
Disney World?

The DSA blames America’s
problems on “private owner-
ship and profit.” It claims our
free-enterprise system is
“making us desperate and
miserable.” Unless they say
otherwise, you should assume
Ms. Nixon and my Democratic
opponent agree with those
sentiments. I promise you I
don’t.

The free-enterprise system
has shortcomings. That’s why
I’m a reform conservative. But
our free-enterprise system
made America the most pros-
perous, creative, open and
compassionate country in the
world. It’s why people want to
come here.

There are many more things
the DSA demands that Floridi-
ans should be concerned
about. A 32-hour workweek
but with a 40-hour paycheck.
What small business could
cope with that? “Phase out the

use of fossil fuels.” “Fully abol-
ishing the police and prison
system.” “Abolish ICE” and
“legalize migration”—that is,
open borders. The DSA would
“defund the Department of
War” and “close overseas mili-
tary bases.”

The DSA was silent at best
following Hamas’s Oct. 7 attack
and obsessively accuses Israel
of “genocide.” The DSA plat-
form calls for letting immi-
grants vote before they natural-
ize, making the District of
Columbia a state, abolishing the
Senate and Electoral College,
having taxpayer dollars fund
campaigns, and having con-
gressmen elect the president
and the Supreme Court.

I’ll ask again: Do Angie
Nixon and my opponent in
this House race agree with the
DSA program? If not, say so—
emphatically and forcefully,
loud enough so DSA support-
ers hear. But if Ms. Nixon and
my opponent refuse to dis-
avow DSA’s agenda or remain
silent, then we Republicans
should attack and attack
again. Make them squirm as
voters turn against them.

Mr. Rove was senior ad-
viser and deputy chief of staff
for President George W. Bush
and is author of “The Triumph
of William McKinley” (Simon
& Schuster, 2015).

Republicans should
press their opponents
to endorse or disavow
socialist proposals.

By Karl Rove
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The Sleight-of-Hand College Campus Economy
The scales fell from my eyes reading

Kimberlee Josephson’s op-ed “How Col-
leges Produce Socialists” (Aug. 15). It
never occurred to me that colleges’ and
universities’ evolution into “compre-
hensive residential and lifestyle pro-
vider[s]” has inculcated into students
“mental models” of both institutions’
and governments’ responsibilities in a
way that causes them to believe that
every personal need, even preference,
should be satisfied by a “free” program.

Max Weber observed that the
growth of bureaucracies created a “re-
duction of friction and of material and
personal costs.” These costs, as Ms.
Josephson notes, don’t disappear.
They instead materialize in other, less
visible, ways. In colleges, they are ap-
parent in rising tuition and fees. In
the public sphere, they are apparent in
rising taxes and debt.

This problem is getting worse. On
many campuses, there are campaigns
either to make textbooks free or to re-
place textbooks with “digital re-
sources.” Such proposals present a
clear threat to academic freedom and
course quality. They will also likely
further solidify college graduates’ ex-
pectation that the costs of their
choices must be borne by some ill-de-
fined group of “others.” But it is they
who will ultimately pay the price for
this sleight-of-hand economy.

PROF. EM. RONALD P. SEYB
Skidmore College

Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

What Ms. Josephson describes isn’t
socialism. It is a pricing strategy fa-
miliar to any economist: two-part
pricing. Businesses routinely face the
question of how to divide the price of
a product or service between admis-
sion and the amenities that come with
it. Economist Walter Oi called this the
“Disneyland Dilemma.” Should Disney-
land charge little or nothing to enter
the park and then charge separately
for each ride, parade and attraction,
or should it charge a substantial ad-
mission fee and allow customers to
enjoy the rides and other attractions
for free? Universities follow Disney-
land’s example by front-loading much
of the total cost into tuition and fees.
Once students have paid for admis-
sion, many amenities—dining, recre-
ation facilities, tutoring and other ser-
vices are included.

How a business resolves the di-
lemma has nothing to do with social-
ism. The choice is a free-market ques-
tion: Which pricing strategy will
allow the organization to maximize
revenue?

Whether the general campus envi-
ronment fosters particular political or
economic attitudes is a legitimate
question, but the pricing of campus
amenities isn’t evidence of socialism.
If anything, it is evidence of sophisti-
cated, free-market pricing.

PROF. MICHAEL VAUGHAN
Weber State University

Ogden, Utah
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Meta’s Sensible Settlement

W ho expected that?Meta onWednes-
day agreed to an $18 billion settle-
ment, including a suite of platform

changes, to resolve claims by
48 state Attorneys General of
social-media harms to youth.
Making public policy through
litigation isn’t ideal, but the
settlement could yield some
benefits for teens.

The settlement arrives amid a bellwether
trial in federal court involving four states. AGs
argued Meta fueled an epidemic of mental ill-
ness among young people while misleading
the public about the platform’s alleged harms.
They claimed various Meta features encour-
aged compulsive use and evasion of parental
controls.

This summer, the four AGs suggested dam-
ages could run as high as $1.4 trillion, though
they later walked back their demand to some
$200 billion. That’s still more than three times
Meta’s profit last year.Why did nearly all states
agree to settle for so much less?

One reason may be that even if the AGs had
prevailed at trial, their theories were vulnerable
on appeal. Litigationwould have dragged on for
years. The federal judge overseeing the AG trial
had already tossed some of their claims because
Section 230 protects platforms from liability
for content posted by users.

An advantage of settling is states will get
money pronto with few constraints on how it
can be spent. The settlement also includes plat-
form changes that go beyond what the AGs
might have obtained by a court order.

These include a default two-hour daily com-
bined time limit for Facebook and Instagram
that teens can only turn off with a parent’s per-
mission; a block on using the apps between
midnight and 6 a.m.; muted notifications be-
tween 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.; an option for teens to
turn off auto-play and algorithmic feeds; and
concealing the number of likes that teens re-
ceive on posts. Such changes address the AGs’
core complaints, including claims the judge had
tossed under Section 230.

Meta’s payment will be distributed in annual
installments over 10 years to states that sign
the agreement, with 30% ($5.3 billion) of the
$18 billion contingent on YouTube and TikTok
implementing a one-hour daily limit and re-

strictions on teen night-time use, as well as
each making a matching $5.3 billion payment
to states.

Such terms could prevent
Meta from being put at a
competitive disadvantage,
though TikTok and YouTube
may not be inclined to agree
to Meta’s proposal since they
haven’t been sued by many

states. The latter is a giveaway that the law-
suits were motivated in part by politics, as
Meta has become a punching bag for the polit-
ical left and right.

Yet more teens use the other platforms, and
for longer periods. According to the Pew Re-
search Center, 63% of teens use Instagram and
31% use Facebook, compared to 92% for You-
Tube and 68% for TikTok. Twenty-one percent
of teens say they use TikTok almost constantly
and 17% say the same for YouTube, versus 12%
for Instagram and 3% for Facebook.

Demanding that Meta pay up and change its
platformwon’t limit teen social-media use un-
less similar restrictions apply to other plat-
forms. It could even result in teens spending
more time on other platforms with fewer pro-
tections. That’s one reason it’s best to address
problematic youth social-media use through the
political process.

Jackpot justice also lets lawmakers off the
hook. Why should Congress put in the work to
resolve thorny issues if states can leverage the
legal system to force a resolution, which may
lack political consensus? Speaking of consen-
sus, notable are the two state AG holdouts, Flor-
ida Republican James Uthmeier and NewMex-
ico Democrat Raúl Torrez.

Might they be snubbing the settlement in
hopes of obtaining bigger contingency fee
awards for their plaintiff attorney friends as-
sisting their litigation—Motley Rice for Mr.
Torrez and Keller Postman for Mr. Uthmeier?
Mr. Torrez may also be less willing to sign on
since earlier this year he won $942 million
against Meta in state court, though the com-
pany is appealing.

The ironic result is that teens in Florida and
NewMexicowon’t benefit fromMeta’s platform
changes. Meta’s settlement won’t cure teens’
mental ailments, but it will do more good than
years of further litigation.

The firm ends litigation
as state AGs agree to a
much smaller payout.

Alaska Voters, Seeing Double Dan Sullivan

‘D an Sullivan endorses Dan Sullivan to
beat Dan Sullivan,” anNBC headline
explained recently. That about cap-

tures this year’s ranked-choice
voting circus in Alaska, as the
state continues tabulating re-
sults for its Aug. 18 primary.
The top four candidates in the
Senate race, eligible to appear
on the fall ballot, include two
Dan Sullivans, meaning control of Congress
could turn on voter confusion. Not so funny
now, is it?

The latest numbers, with about 6% of ballots
outstanding, show Democrat Mary Peltola with
the most primary votes, about 76,100. Then
comes incumbent Republican Sen. Dan S. Sulli-
van, with 65,500. Primary turnout doesn’t nec-
essarily predict November, but this election
could be close. If it is, the difference between
a Republican hold and a Democratic flip could
depend on the candidates listed on the ballot
in the third and fourth slots.

Analysts couldn’t call it last week, since not
enough of the primary vote was counted. But
now it is, and the No. 3 winner, with 3,800 bal-
lots, is Dan J. Sullivan Jr., or “Decoy Dan,” as
some call him. Mr. Sullivan keeps insisting his
candidacy isn’t meant to confuse voters: He’s
simply amoderate Republican who says he has
voted twice for Ms. Peltola and never for Sen.
Sullivan. How strange, or not, that he polled
best in Democratic areas, including parts near
Anchorage where he took 4% of the vote.

The race for No. 4 is still open, with David
Leslie, a Democrat, at 1,710 votes, trailed closely

by Gerald Heikes, a Republican, with 1,667. Since
the November ballot is ranked choice, voters
can choosemultiple candidates, yet some inevi-

tably pick a single name. The
other swirling possibility is
that a minor candidate could
drop out, as a way to help Ms.
Peltola or Sen. Sullivan. If that
happens, No. 5 is promoted to
the ballot instead.

This is the absurd game the two parties are
now playing in Alaska. Millions of dollars were
spent in the primary to prop up also-ran candi-
dacies and affect the composition of the No-
vember ballot. Mr. Leslie told the Anchorage
newspaper that people had messaged him to
compliment his ad: “I was like, ‘What are you
talking about? I have no video ads.’” Also get-
tingmystery promotion was a Green Party con-
tender who doesn’t live in Alaska, who says he
filed his candidacy “for fun.”

This surely isn’t what Alaskans had in mind
six years ago when they narrowly adopted this
top-four primary system and ranked-choice vot-
ing, 50.6% to 49.5%. In 2024 a referendum to re-
peal it failed, 49.9% to 50.1%. Voters will have
another opportunity in November, via Ballot
Measure 2. Are more Alaskans now ready to
give this system the heave-ho?

By the way, the third name doppelgänger in
that NBC headline is former AnchorageMayor
Dan A. Sullivan, a Republican, who’s the oldest
of the trio. “As the OG Dan Sullivan,” he wrote
(claiming the title of “original gangster”), “I
urge Alaskans to vote for Sen. Dan S. Sullivan.
He’s been great for Alaska.”

The state’s top-four
ranked-choice system
delivers another fiasco.

A Pancreatic Cancer Revolution

P ancreatic cancer has long been an ago-
nizing death sentence, but it could be
commuted by novel treatments and ear-

lier detection. That’s the hope
after the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration on Wednesday
approved Revolution Medi-
cines’s novel drug, daraxonra-
sib, which doubled survival
time in a late-stage trial for
patients with advanced pancreatic cancer.

Oncologists herald the small-molecule pill
as a revolution in pancreatic cancer care.
The prognosis for pancreatic cancer is typi-
cally bleak, with a five-year survival rate of
about 3% for Stage 4. Patients fare better if
their cancers are caught early (40%), but
very few are.

The usual course of treatment involves
physically draining rounds of chemotherapy
and radiation. If patients stop responding,
they have scant options. Immunotherapies ha-
ven’t proven effective against pancreatic can-
cer, which is almost always driven by a muta-
tion in the RAS gene family.

These mutations are adept at evading tar-
geted treatments and were long considered
“undruggable.” Revolution’s daraxonrasib up-
ends this assumption. Patients in its trial lived
a median of 13.2 months, compared to 6.7

months for those who received chemotherapy.
The drug also reduced the risk of death by 60%
compared to the chemotherapy group.

These results would be im-
pressive for any cancer drug,
but especially for a disease
that has defied treatment.
When former Nebraska Sen.
Ben Sasse was diagnosed
with Stage 4 pancreatic can-

cer in December, he was given three to four
months to live. He’s still living, we are de-
lighted to say (and writing for these op-ed
pages), after receiving daraxonrasib as part of
a clinical trial.

Daraxonrasib may not cure most patients,
but it could give them precious more time with
loved ones and help them hang on while other
experimental treatments are developed. AI
models and blood tests that detect cancers
earlier could also improve the prognosis.

The Mayo Clinic this year reported that its
AI model could allow specialists to detect pan-
creatic cancer on routine abdominal CT scans
up to three years before it is typically diagnosed
by picking up on subtle changes not visible to
the human eye. Many cancers like melanoma
were once also considered “terminal,” as doc-
tors used to say, until breakthrough treatments
came along and they weren’t.

The FDA approves a
new therapy against a

deadly cancer.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

Give Leery Towns a Slice of the Data Center Pie
Blake Hurst asks who could be op-

posed to bringing business, jobs and
tax revenue to rural northwest Mis-
souri (“If You’d Like to Build a Data
Center, My Farm Is Available,” Cross
Country, Aug. 15). But the residents of
Nodaway County, Mo., are answering
rationally when they object to the pro-
posed data center he describes.

This county is asked to host bil-
lions of dollars of the most produc-
tive capital ever assembled, and in ex-
change its residents are offered
wages for 130 workers on site and a
share of the taxes. The asset itself
will be owned somewhere else. I
know what absentee ownership does
to a town like this. My father, Vilas A.
Jones, was mayor of Tarkio, in neigh-
boring Atchison County, until shortly
before his death in 2002. He spent
much of his tenure condemning
houses that had passed by inheritance
to heirs in distant cities, successful
people who couldn’t be bothered with
them. The town’s slow work was get-
ting the legal right to bulldoze capital

that ownership had abandoned.
Louis Kelso, the San Francisco law-

yer and economist who invented the
employee stock ownership plan, of-
fered the reverse: structure the credit
that finances new capital so the peo-
ple affected become its owners, paying
for their shares out of the earnings of
the capital itself.

His consumer stock ownership plan
was designed for utility-scale assets.
Tarkio has fewer than 700 households.
Every qualifying one could participate.
Show those families the projected
value of their second-income portfo-
lios and watch the public meetings
change their tone. Mr. Hurst tells de-
velopers to make him an offer. The
right offer includes equity. Jobs and
taxes rent a community’s consent.
Ownership earns it.

JOHN SCHOOLER JONES
Petaluma, Calif.

Mr. Jones worked with Kelso during
the passage of 1974 landmark em-
ployee-stock-ownership plan legislation.

The GOP’s Half-Century-OldWelfare Problem
In Barton Swaim’s terrific Week-

end Interview with Leslie Lenkowsky,
“Why the Welfare Debate Went Si-
lent” (Aug. 22), he quotes Mr. Len-
kowsky as blaming Democrats for
the demise of the Family Assistance
Plan that then-White House adviser
Daniel Patrick Moynihan had pushed
for during the Nixon administration.

Moynihan’s book on the proposal
and its failure, “The Politics of a
Guaranteed Income,” does indeed
criticize the left’s control of the nar-

rative on public policy questions, but
it also called on conservatives to do
a better job advancing their posi-
tions. As Moynihan wrote, “Here, as
in much else, the Republican party
suffered from its lack of intellectuals
and publicists who could speak with
authority to the concerns of this
constituency.”

He recognized that Democrats
were better than Republicans in
turning out advocates in the media
and on Capitol Hill. More than half a
century later, Moynihan’s cogent
point remains true.

TEVI TROY
Ronald Reagan Institute

Silver Spring, Md.

How’s VA Healthcare for All?
Allysia Finley’s “Luigi Mangione and

Democrats’ ObamaCare Deflection” (Life
Science, Aug. 17) exposes the Demo-
cratic Party’s longtime dream. They
have always seemed to prefer a govern-
ment-run healthcare system, even at the
expense of the country and people they
claim to support. A clear look at such a
system’s outcomes is there for everyone
to see: The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs shows what government-run
healthcare looks like for about nine mil-
lion people. It is hard to imagine how
applying that sort of system to over 300
million people could go well.

KEN DROPEK
Houston

Pepper ...
And Salt

Leash Your Electric Bikes
Regarding your editorial “Bring

Your Crash Helmet to New York City”
(Aug. 15): The tide seems to be turn-
ing on what you accurately call “e-bike
mayhem” in New York. Bravo to City
Council Speaker Julie Menin for pro-
posing various solutions, including li-
cense plates and a ban on e-bikes that
can go more than 25 mph.

Here is another idea from my city
of Chicago: Use geofencing to disable
electrically motorized bikes of any
type in areas where the bike problem
is particularly bad. Often best known
for keeping dogs in yards, the thought
that it could work to stop this urban
scourge gives me hope for, if not hu-
manity, then at least my ability to stay
alive for a few more years.

BILL HINCHLIFF
Chicago

New York Misses Mr. Davis
Moishe Davis’s writes very compel-

lingly on the attacks in the U.S. on
all major religions in “No American
Should Be Afraid to Pray” (Houses of
Worship, Aug. 14). Our country was
founded on freedom of religion. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Davis is no longer ex-
ecutive director of the New York
Mayor’s Office to Combat Antisemi-
tism. Zohran Mamdani on his first
day as mayor scrapped the Office to
Combat Antisemitism’s previous use
of the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance’s definition of
antisemitism, and the New York po-
lice have confirmed 205 anti-Jewish
crimes from January 2026 to August.

JUDITH LEVINE
Miami Beach, Fla.
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W hen Stan Drucken-
miller’s op-ed arrived
by email on Monday
this week, my first
reaction was—great.

A legendary investor, a man who
worked alongside Scott Bessent and
Kevin Warsh, was making the case
against the U.S. Treasury trying to
dictate bond prices. This would be
news, and we at the Journal opinion
pages like to make news.

Sure enough the piece did, as it
was picked up by the financial
press around the world and “Wall
Street is buzzing about” it, as the
New York Times put it. You can
make a safe bet that Mr. Drucken-
miller received the attention of
Treasury Secretary Bessent.

Yet the press soon took its atten-
tion away from the piece’s argu-
ment and turned to its favorite sub-
ject—the press. The suspicion
spread on social media that Mr.
Druckenmiller might have used AI
to help write his op-ed. A small in-
dustry has arisen claiming to detect
AI in writing, accurate or not, as my

Stanley Druckenmiller’s
op-ed shook up the bond
market, then drove the
press corps to distraction.

Parents, Know Your Rights as School Begins

I f you have school-age children,
you may be worrying about what
your kids will be exposed to when

class resumes. Will teachers ask them
for “preferred pronouns,” rather than
teach them standard English? If your
son is confused about his sex, will the
school encourage him in the belief
that he is a girl and conceal it from
you? Will your daughters be forced to
share a locker room with boys? More
generally, will the school propagan-
dize your children about controver-
sial social topics without your knowl-
edge or consent?

These are real dangers that are the
subject of school board battles, fed-
eral investigations and lawsuits
across the country, as parents in-
creasingly challenge policies that in-
fringe on their authority and they be-
lieve harm their children.

The good news is that parents are
no longer powerless. Recent Supreme
Court decisions, combined with an
administration committed to enforc-
ing federal law, have significantly
strengthened parental rights. Here’s
what you need to know as your chil-
dren go back to school:

• You have the right to opt out. In
Mahmoud v. Taylor (2025), the jus-
tices held that the Montgomery

County, Md., public schools had vio-
lated parents’ First Amendment
rights by refusing to provide notice
and opportunity to opt out of in-
struction involving “LGBTQ+-inclu-
sive” storybooks for parents who ob-
jected on religious grounds.

This March, in Mirabelli v. Bonta,
the court issued an unsigned order
that further reinforced those protec-
tions. The justices said that a school’s
facilitation of a child’s “gender transi-
tion” without parental consent likely
violates the parents’ right to direct
their children’s upbringing and educa-
tion. Taken together, these decisions
make clear that school districts must
provide parents the ability to opt
their children out of sex-related poli-
cies the parents find objectionable.

America First Legal has made
available an opt-out template letter
for parents to personalize and send to
their children’s school demanding that
schools comply with their requests on
these issues. Courts will treat failure
to comply with these requests as an
unconstitutional deprivation of a par-
ent’s constitutional rights.

• The Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act gives parents the
right to their children’s records.
Ferpa, which Congress enacted in
1974, provides parents the right to in-
spect “records, files, documents, and

other materials which contain infor-
mation directly related” to their chil-
dren. This extremely broad definition
may include records related to “gen-
der identity,” including the use of dif-
ferent names or pronouns that don’t
match the child’s sex. Schools that
fail to comply with Ferpa can lose
federal funding.

Many school districts intentionally
keep records related to a student’s
“gender identity” in a separate sys-
tem precisely to prevent parents

from accessing them. This practice
has led the Education Department to
launch investigations and refer en-
forcement actions to the Justice De-
partment. Parents seeking their chil-
dren’s educational records should
therefore clearly state that the re-
quest is being made under Ferpa, and
they should specifically demand that
all records related to “gender iden-
tity” be included. If the school denies
any part of the request or is clearly

withholding records, parents should
file a formal complaint with the Edu-
cation Department.

• Parents have the right to review
curriculum under the Protection of
Pupil Rights Amendment. The PPRA,
which became law in 1978, gives par-
ents the right to inspect instructional
materials used in connection with
their child’s education. Unlike a typi-
cal public-records request, PPRA pro-
hibits schools from imposing fees.
The statute also generally prohibits
schools from requiring students to
answer surveys concerning highly
personal subjects relating to the stu-
dent or his family—including political
beliefs, religious beliefs, mental or
psychological issues, sexual behavior,
finances or other sensitive matters—
without parental consent.

America First Legal has a PPRA
toolkit with more information and a
sample demand letter to schools to
ensure that parents’ rights under
PPRA are respected.

• Title IX protects sex-separated
spaces. This provision of the Education
Amendments of 1972 prohibits dis-
crimination “on the basis of sex,” and
it applies to all schools that receive
federal funds. In June of this year, the
Supreme Court held in B.P.J. v. West
Virginia that the term “sex” as used in
Title IX and its regulations “cannot

plausibly be interpreted to refer to
anything other than biological sex.”

As a result, schools can’t credibly
claim that Title IX requires them to
permit students to access opposite-
sex restrooms or locker rooms. The
Education Department has made
clear that this is a violation of Title
IX. Parents who are confronted with
this situation can file a Title IX com-
plaint with the Education Department
or directly sue the school system on
their child’s behalf under Title IX.

America’s schools exist to educate
children, not to replace parents. The
Constitution and federal statutes—
bolstered by recent Supreme Court
decisions and Trump administration
regulations—guarantee that parents
have the primary responsibility for
directing their children’s upbringing.

But legal rights mean little if par-
ents don’t exercise them. As students
return to school this fall, parents
should know they have the power to
exercise their rights, ask questions,
request records, review instructional
materials, and insist that schools re-
spect the cherished role our Consti-
tution assigns to families, not gov-
ernment officials.

Mr. Prior is senior counsel at
America First Legal and the author of
“Parents of the World Unite.”

By Ian Prior

Recent Supreme Court
rulings reinforce your
authority to direct your
children’s education.

Much Ado About Artificial Intelligence
colleague James Taranto has amus-
ingly exposed.

A reporter called Mr. Drucken-
miller, who innocently said he had
used a large language model. He
said he viewed it as a tool, much
like a calculator to do math, and he
isn’t a professional writer.

Shock and outrage! How dare this
“billionaire,” as many put it, not
write every word himself. The par-
sons of the press corps then moved
en masse to get a comment from the
Journal, which in this case meant
me. The goal was variously to dis-
credit Mr. Druckenmiller, discredit
the Journal, or get me to throw Mr.
Druckenmiller over the side. When I
defended the author and the deci-
sion to run his op-ed, there was
more rending of garments.

“Precedent-setting,” declared one
internet ethicist, and he didn’t
mean it as a compliment. The media
hall monitor at the Poynter Insti-
tute wagged his finger, which some-
one actually pays him for.

The suggestion is that the Jour-
nal had somehow opened the gates
to all kinds of AI “slop.” All of this
shows how little the press corps
has thought about the reality of
AI, and how little they understand
the role of the opinion pages in a
publication.

Start with the simplistic question
of whether Mr. Druckenmiller
“used” a large-language model. The
scolding scribes want to cast the
choice as either human or not, black
or white. But the question is more

nuanced. Nearly everyone these
days uses an AI tool for research,
albeit checking for hallucinations.
Many others use it to check their
grammar, or perhaps to assist with
editing. Are these hanging journal-
istic offenses?

Megan McArdle, a Washington
Post columnist, has told readers she
uses AI as a “sounding board.” I
take this to mean she uses it as the
equivalent of hashing out an idea
with a colleague or source. I suspect
other writers do the same, even if
they won’t admit it.

The rule for those of us at WSJ
Opinion is that everything my col-
leagues and I write must be original
work. No letting AI draft a column
or editorial. Our readers need to

know we’re not subcontracting our
ideas or prose to the amalgamation
of a machine. Younger writers in
particular need to learn how to
write for themselves or they should
leave the business. Besides, half the
fun of reading columnist Holman
Jenkins is maneuvering through his
idiosyncratic style.

The question is more compli-
cated for outside contributors like
Mr. Druckenmiller. They aren’t pro-
fessional writers, yet they can pro-
vide value for readers owing to
their expertise and standing in pub-
lic life.

Many contributors, especially
prominent politicians or CEOs, em-
ploy speechwriters or hire a Belt-
way writing shop. How different is

that from using AI to streamline an
essay?

What matters is the ultimate ar-
gument the author makes and
stands behind. In the case of Mr.
Druckenmiller, his views on the
bond market and U.S. fiscal inconti-
nence are worth listening to. The
press corps wants me to disavow
Mr. Druckenmiller, though his views
on financial markets have been
formed by decades of experience.

He has written for us in the past,
and I suspect that he had help from
his human staff when he did. This
time he used AI. But in each case
the ideas were his and they served
to inform readers and, I hope, make
them think.

Ah, say the parsons, then why
not “disclose” any AI use? But dis-
close what? Interrogate an author
on how precisely he used ChatGPT?
I know some publications claim to
do this, but I suspect it’s more pro
forma than systematic.

I realize this episode will encour-
age some writers to think they can
send in AI slop. I hope we’ll detect
and reject it, as my editors have in
the past. But it wouldn’t be honest
for me to grandstand that our con-
tributors never use a tool like AI.
Mr. Druckenmiller’s sin against the
media pharisees was admitting its
use. But his contribution to the
public debate was still valuable, and
he’s welcome in our pages any time.

Mr. Gigot is the Journal’s edito-
rial page editor.

By Paul A. Gigot
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How George Washington’s Defeat Led to America’s Victory

I n the early hours of Aug. 30, 1776,
Commander in Chief George
Washington stepped onto a boat

pulling away from the shores of New
York’s Long Island. The day before, he
had lost the Battle of Brooklyn, the
first major battle since the U.S. de-
clared independence on July 4. The
defeat on Long Island marked the
start of a series of embarrassing set-
backs and one of the darkest periods
of the Revolutionary War. But Wash-
ington gained wisdom from the sum-
mer of 1776. The defeat and the stra-
tegic vision that emerged from it have
lessons for Americans 250 years later.

As the Continental Congress ad-
opted the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Adm. Richard Howe entered
New York Harbor with the largest
British sailing force ever assembled.
One of Washington’s soldiers ob-
served that the harbor looked like
“all London afloat.” Over the next
several weeks, the British forces
gathered on Staten Island before
landing unopposed on Long Island.

On the morning of Aug. 27, the left
and central column of forces led by
Gen. William Howe, the British army

commander and brother of Adm.
Howe, marched north toward the
American line. American forces under
the command of Maj. Gen. Israel Put-
nam moved west to defend the two
main roads leading toward Brooklyn.
Howe thenmarchedmost of his forces
down a third, unmarked road through
Jamaica Pass and flanked the Ameri-
can defensive position. Four hundred
Marylanders led byWilliam Alexander,
also known as Lord Stirling, provided
cover while the rest of the troops re-
treated to safety behind American ar-
tillery on Brooklyn Heights.

That night, as Washington gath-
ered with his officers, they tallied the
losses. Among the more than 1,000
killed or captured were Lord Stirling
and Gen. John Sullivan. They were
surrounded on land by British forces
and on the water by British ships.

The defeat was largely of their
own making. Washington had broken
three cardinal military rules. First, he
had split his forces between Long Is-
land and Manhattan, believing that
Manhattan was the primary target.
Second, he had failed to reconnoiter
the land, leaving the Jamaica Pass
road undefended. Third, the Ameri-
cans had no navy and yet positioned

themselves on a peninsula sur-
rounded by British naval forces.

Gen. Howe might have destroyed
the Continental Army with one more
attack. His officers urged another
strike on the weakened American
line, but Howe demurred, preferring
to settle in for a siege. The delay gave
Washington time to slip away. Even
then, retreat would have been impos-
sible had the weather not cooperated.

On the evening of Aug. 29, a storm
blew in, forcing British patrol ships
to take safe harbor. As the storm
cleared, a heavy fog, rarely seen in
New York Harbor, settled over the
water. For the next several hours, the
Continental Army gathered every
available vessel and evacuated its po-
sition on Long Island. They left be-
hind a few heavy artillery pieces
which had sunk deep in the mud and
“some Cattle” that refused to swim
across the channel. “Our Retreat was
made without any Loss of Men or
Ammunition,” Washington reported
to Congress. Eyewitness accounts
claimed that Washington was the last
to leave Long Island, just as the fog
was lifting.

This battle set the tone for the
rest of the war. The defying-the-odds

retreat convinced many Americans
that their cause was blessed by a
higher power. Washington often
spoke about the role of providence or
the hand of fate. Perhaps he was just
lucky. Over the next seven years of
war, Washington would need every
ounce of luck to win.

Brooklyn also marked the start of
Washington’s Fabian strategy, a mili-
tary doctrine named after Roman

general Quintus Fabius Maximus Ver-
rucosus, which avoids direct frontal
engagements in favor of attrition,
rear-guard harassment and delay.
Days after the escape from Long Is-
land, Washington wrote to John Han-
cock, president of the Continental
Congress, that he had adopted a “war
of posts.” The army would continue
to engage the British forces, but in
smaller skirmishes across New York

and New Jersey rather than one deci-
sive battle.

The Fabian strategy better suited
the Continental Army’s abilities and
the circumstances on the ground. In
the early years of the war, Americans
struggled to hold their own against
the British army on a traditional bat-
tlefield. They had little experience
and often suffered from lack of sup-
plies. But Washington began to un-
derstand that he didn’t have to win
big military victories or hold the larg-
est cities to win the war. The army
only had to survive.

Over the next several years, Wash-
ington rarely entered major battles
with the British. He engaged in small
clashes that harassed their rear line
or disrupted their supply chain. On
Dec. 25, he staged a daring crossing
of the Delaware River to attack the
Hessian outpost in Trenton, N.J. The
victory had little strategic value but
enormous symbolic import.

When the Continental Army fought
major engagements, Washington al-
ways preserved a safe retreat and
willingly sacrificed American cities in
favor of his army’s survival. In Sep-
tember 1777, British forces marched
on Philadelphia to force Congress to
flee its seat of government. The Con-
tinental Army attempted to defend
the city at the Battle of Brandywine
but ultimately retreated rather than
risk capture or defeat.

Washington adopted a military ap-
proach that better suited his army,
his enemy’s weaknesses, and condi-
tions on the ground. With a bit of
luck and good allies, Washington’s
strategy produced an American vic-
tory that turned the world upside
down. Two hundred fifty years later,
the Battle of Brooklyn reminds us
that defeat and our darkest moments
aren’t the end of the story if we learn
from our mistakes and adopt a bold
new strategy.

Ms. Chervinsky is executive direc-
tor of the George Washington Presi-
dential Library.

By Lindsay Chervinsky

After losing the Battle of
Brooklyn, the Commander
in Chief changed strategy
and the course of history.

Matthew Hennessey in WSJ Opin-
ion’s Free Expression, Aug. 25:

A clip circulated last week of
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy
gently informing his daughter that he
wouldn’t allow her to go to Harvard.
Liberals—is that still the right
word?—got a good giggle out of
watching Mr. Duffy explain that Ivy
League schools “have professional-
ized figuring out how they can take
good young girls like you and corrupt
their minds.” . . .

Deep in your heart, you know he’s
right. . . . Kids from conservative
families lose their minds at college.

Not because the progressive ideas
they encounter are irrefutable, but
because the social pressure to con-
form is irresistible. . . .

Imagine, if you will, an inverted
reality in which former Transporta-
tion Secretary Pete Buttigieg is cap-
tured on video telling his now-grown
twins that he won’t allow them to at-
tend Grove City, Hillsdale or Thomas
Aquinas colleges, even though that’s
what they really want. You can’t
imagine it, but because no liberal
parent would ever thoughtfully con-
sider such a thing. Most liberal par-
ents haven’t even heard of these ex-
cellent schools.

Notable & Quotable: Harvard
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