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SCIENCE

PFOS, a widespread industrial ‘forever chemical’,
weakens the body’s ability to �ght viral
infections, a study has found. Researchers found
that it binds to an immune protein called IRF3,
which keeps it from triggering the release of
interferons, our immune system’s top antiviral
defence. As a result, viruses can multiply faster.
Tests in human cells and mice showed that
everyday levels of PFOS exposure led to more
severe infections from viruses like in�uenza and
hepatitis B.

PFOS disrupts immune
system’s antiviral action

An IIT-Madras team evaluated 6,545 dams under
India's National Dam Safety Authority and found
standard seismic zone maps misjudge
earthquake risks. For Himalayan ‘megadams’ like
Tehri and Bhakra, site-speci�c modelling
revealed projected ground accelerations were too
conservative. The team achieved this using a
combination of a tool it built to perform
“probabilistic seismic hazard analysis”, a
catalogue of 68,000+ earthquakes from 2,600 BC
to 2019, and maps of India’s major faultlines.

IIT-Madras tool bridges quake
science and dam safety

Scientists have found a new species of amoeba,
Incendiamoeba cascadensis, in hot springs in
California that has set a record for the upper
temperature limit of eukaryotic life. Scientists
previously thought these lifeforms couldn’t
reproduce above 60° C. However, I. cascadensis
replicates at 63° C. It activates genes to repair
DNA and cell membranes. Its proteins’ chemical
properties are such that they don’t clump
together, a trick heat-loving bacteria use as well.

Eukaryote sets record for
warmest reproduction

SNAPSHOTS
�

Why is some music able
to make us cry?
— Radhika S., Mumbai

A good song can make us
cry because listening to it
simultaneously invokes
parts of the brain involved
in emotion, memories,
expectations, and arousal.
As we listen, the brain
constantly predicts what
will come next, from a
melody resolving itself to a
voice reaching a particular
high note. When the song
suddenly ful�ls or violates
these expectations, the
resulting build-up and
release of tension can
trigger strong
physiological reactions. 
We also associate music
with autobiographical
memories. When we

repeatedly hear a speci�c
sequence of rhythm,
timing, lyrics, etc., the
brain stores it alongside
whatever else it is
encoding then. When you
hear the opening notes
later, it can trigger the
brain to recognise the old
sensory pattern and
‘activate’ the larger
network of information
stored with it. Sadness can
also produce changes
grounded in shared
physiology. When people
observe these cues
alongside sadness, their
brains learn the
association. So, people can
be brought to cry to
unfamiliar music, too.

Question Corner

Feel the music

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

When working with drug
candidates, chemists so-
metimes like to replace a
carbon atom in a ring of
atoms with a nitrogen
atom. This is because the
switch can signi�cantly al-
ter the molecule’s proper-
ties, including how well it
dissolves or how it inte-
racts with biological tar-
gets in the body. But
achieving it has been quite
di�cult, requiring chemi-
cal reactions with powerful

oxidants, say, that can
damage other parts of the
molecule.

A new study in Science
o�ers a breakthrough: re-
searchers from the Univer-
sity of Chicago have report-
ed a reaction to replace
carbon with nitrogen in
types of molecules often
encountered in medical re-
search and industry, in
“mild conditions”.

Chemists had previously
banked on a highly reac-
tive intermediate com-
pound called a nitrene to

help push a nitrogen atom
into a ring. The problem is
nitrenes can have di�erent
electronic states, one of
which — called the triplet
state — doesn’t perform the
desired reaction. But in the
new work, the team set up
a series of reactions that
used the triplet nitrene
state to temporarily open
the ring, rearrange the
atoms’ positions, and close
it such that a nitrogen oc-
curred where a carbon had
been. When they tested
their technique on a type

of indole that had resisted
existing methods, the re-
searchers found the nitro-
gen-containing version in
73% of the reaction’s yield.
After also trying it on other
molecules, the team
turned to biologically ac-
tive molecules, which can
be quite complex. The
team modi�ed one of the
cancer-�ghting com-
pounds called the Vinca al-
kaloids to produce a ver-
sion with nitrogen, which
they found had better me-
tabolic properties and less

inhibition of the hERG po-
tassium channel. 

Finally, the team was al-
so able to produce nitro-
gen-containing versions of
two natural compounds:
yohimbine, a veterinary
drug, and catharanthine,
one of the precursors of
the chemotherapy drug
vinblastine. This is valua-
ble because synthesising
them with nitrogen at the
outset can change the mo-
lecules’ reactivity, putting
paid to established syn-
thetic routes. That said, the

method is not universal, as
the authors have acknow-
ledged, and includes toxic
compounds called aryl
azides among the starting
materials. Even so, as they
wrote in their paper, “The
mild reaction conditions
and broad skeletal diversi-
ty… lend an unexpected
degree of generality to this
method”, and they “antici-
pate that this addition to
the toolkit for C-to-N trans-
mutation will �nd promis-
ing applications in medici-
nal chemistry.”

Chemists report ‘milder’ way to swap carbon for nitrogen atoms
Vasudevan Mukunth

O
n July 15, Raj
Rani (52), an
ASHA worker
in Yamunagar,

Haryana, had just complet-
ed her tasks for the day
when the throbbing pain in
her left arm and chin
returned.

She headed to the Com-
munity Health Centre
(CHC) at Vyaspur, 15 km
away, for an electrocardio-
gram (ECG). The additional
senior medical o�cer at
the centre, Dr. Gunjeet
Singh, checked the ECG re-
sults, gave her blood thin-
ners and clotbusters —
called a loading dose — and
asked her to rush to the
district hospital at Ambala
Cantonment.

She did, and the cardiol-
ogists there performed
another ECG and some
other tests, and told her
she was fortunate to have
come to them at the right
time.

Ms. Rani had single-ves-
sel disease: a major coron-
ary artery had been
blocked. She underwent
an angioplasty the next
day to release the block.

Two months prior, Mr.
Rani would not have re-
ceived such a quick diagno-
sis or treatment. Even
though the Vyaspur CHC
had an ECG machine,
there was no technician to
conduct it, and while the
medical o�cers could in-
terpret the results, they
were not con�dent.

On May 29, the Haryana
government tied up with
health technology startup
Sunfox Technologies in a

public-private partnership
to set up a tele-ECG net-
work called ‘Spandan
One’. As part of the initia-
tive, each medical centre
in Haryana received a tele-
ECG device connected to
smartphones, which could
be operated by frontline
workers. Thus, clinician-
reviewed results became
available in under three
minutes.

Almost 600 government
facilities, including prim-
ary health centres (PHCs),
CHCs, sub-divisional hospi-
tals, and district hospitals,
have been equipped with
these setups. Per the Span-
dan dashboard, as of Sep-
tember 17, 33,854 ECG tests
had been conducted and
1,342 critical cases detect-
ed. In the remote Ranjitpur
PHC in Yamunagar, there
has been a steady increase
in the number of patients
seeking to avail the tele-
ECG service.

“Before this initiative, I

would not be able to inter-
pret ECGs with this level of
sophistication. The patient
would need to visit a car-
diologist available two
hours away and wait a long
time in the OPD for the
diagnosis,” medical o�cer
Dr. Varun Singh said.

While PHCs are the �rst
point of contact for medi-
cal care for rural patients,
the centres lack the requi-
site equipment and human
resources to diagnose and
treat heart ailments. And
the time lost to travelling
between centres can prove
fatal for many patients.

“We are already wit-
nessing a 20% reduction in
deaths in the emergency
departments of district
hospitals because patients
are being stabilised before
rushing here,” Dr. Kuldeep
Singh, former Director-
General of Health Services
(DGHS), Haryana, and the
person who conceived the
partnership, said.

There are now ECG ma-
chines and early treatment
in rural centres that had
earlier not registered a sin-
gle heart attack due to lack
of diagnosis, he said. Once
patients are stabilised by
the loading dose, they are
sent to higher centres like
district hospitals with
catheterisation labs, where
angiographies and angio-
plasties can be performed.

“With Haryana, we are
trying to build that com-
plete pathway — from diag-
nosis to prescription to re-
ferral — while giving the
State real-time visibility in-
to its cardiac burden,” Ra-
jat Jain, Sunfox CEO Rajat
Jain said.

The Dehradun-based
company designs and ma-
nufactures portable, a�or-
dable diagnostic tools to
solve healthcare challeng-
es. Under its agreement
with the Haryana govern-
ment, it also provides
equipment, training, and

ongoing support for the
tele-ECG system and main-
tains a live dashboard.

Dr. Chetanya Malik, who
practices in Surguja in
Chhattisgarh for the non-
pro�t Sangwari, said that
while making ECG facilities
available at PHCs is a great
start, more needs to be
done.

“Along with a tele-ECG
facility, there needs to be
tele-support in �nding
transport and referral in
higher centres to solve the
problem of treating a car-
diac emergency,” he said.
The question of what hap-
pens when the partnership
between the government
and Sunfox ends also re-
mains open.

India records 31 lakh
deaths every year due to
cardiovascular causes.
Some 60% of them occur
in people aged 40-69
years, with Indians on av-
erage reporting the e�ects
of heart disease a decade
earlier than in the west.
Timely treatment during
the ‘golden hour’ after an
emergency can signi�cant-
ly improve survival and re-
covery. “We have the funds
and have the technology to
prevent the deaths; there is
no reason why other States
should not implement this
programme and tackle
heart emergencies,” Dr.
Singh, the former DGHS,
said.
(This article is the third of a
three-part series on the
health system’s response to
heart attacks. This series is
a project of Nivarana, a dig-
ital public health platform
and has been supported by
Sunfox Technologies) 

Shortening the road to cardiac
care in rural Haryana

Swagata Yadavar

A tele-ECG project implemented by the govt. in partnership with a startup has made ECGs available at primary, community

health centres; patients can get an ECG done, take emergency medication, then be referred to tertiary care centres 

There’s a common as-
sumption that anxiety
about arti�cial intelligence
is universal — that eve-
ryone, everywhere, is
bracing for the same dis-
ruption. But, a new Pew
Research Centre Survey of
over 42,000 adults across
37 countries suggests
otherwise.

The survey’s data points
out that worry about AI
tracks closely with wealth.
The richer the country, the
more its people fear AI will
take their jobs, widen in-
equality, and disrupt daily
life. The poorer the coun-
try, the less its citizens fear
AI as they simply haven’t
formed an opinion on it
yet.

Per capita income, it
turns out, may be the sin-
gle best predictor of how a
population feels about AI.

The researchers split 36
core countries into 18
“high-income” and 18
“middle-income” nations,
using World Bank’s classi�-
cations built on gross na-
tional income per capita.
The gap between the two
groups shows up in nearly
every question that was
part of the survey.

A median of 55% of
adults in high-income
countries said AI will lead
to fewer jobs in their coun-
try over the next decades.
In middle-income coun-
tries, that �gure drops
nearly 20 points lower to
36%. People in poorer
countries aren’t necessari-
ly more hopeful; they’re
more uncertain.

Roughly a third of the
adults in middle-income
nations said they simply
don’t know how AI will af-
fect jobs, compared with
about a �fth in wealthy
ones.

The same pattern holds
for inequality. A median of
35% of adults in high-in-
come countries believe AI

will widen the gap bet-
ween rich and poor, versus
22% in middle-income
countries.

In general, 40% of the
respondents in the wealthy
nations said they were
more concerned than ex-
cited about AI’s growing
presence in their daily
lives, compared with 31%
in middle-income nations.

When the researchers
plotted individual coun-
tries against their GDP per
capita, the correlation bet-
ween GDP per capita and
the belief that AI cost jobs
was strong. On AI aware-

ness — the share of people
who said they’ve heard or
read ‘a lot’ about AI — the
connection was even
stronger.

Respondents in two
Asian nations capture this
divide. In Singapore, for in-
stance, where GDP per
capita is close to $100,000,
53% of its adults said
they’ve heard or read ‘a
lot’ about AI. In Bangla-
desh, where GDP per capi-
ta is about $2,600, just 4%
of its adults reported the
same level of awareness.

Loss of job loss follows
the same pattern as rough-

ly seven in ten or more
adults in Australia, South
Korea and the U.S. expect
AI to shrink the job market
over the next two decades.
But in Kenya, Nigeria and
the Philippines, that ex-
pectation is far less com-
mon as they are yet to form
a strong view on the
technology.

Nearly half of Ameri-
cans said the technology
will widen the gap bet-
ween rich and poor. In In-
dia, however, which is clas-
si�ed as a middle-income
country, only 13% said the
same.

This divergence in atti-
tudes of people in high-in-
come and middle-income
economies seems to be a
function of the level of
awareness of new
technologies.

People in advanced eco-
nomies are far more likely
to have encountered AI
tools directly that have vis-
ibly threatened their job
prospects.

In middle-income na-
tions, however, where in-

formal labour and manual
work still make up a large
share of employment, AI’s
impact can feel more
abstract.

Pew Research Centre
found that in many middle-
income countries, it’s the
wealthier and more edu-
cated people within that
country who are most like-
ly to say AI will cost jobs or
deepen inequality.

Much of the gap traces
back to the same driver:
people with less income
and less formal education
are simply more likely to
say they’re unsure of this
technology. Uncertainty
�lls the space where worry
would otherwise occupy.

The implication of this
survey is double-edged for
citizens and governments.
Concern is often what
drives demand for regula-
tion and worker protec-
tions. That means the
countries best positioned
to frame laws around AI’s
disruptions may be exactly
the ones already feeling
the most anxious about it.

How wealth shapes our view of arti�cial intelligence

Divergence in attitudes of people seems to be a function of the level

of awareness of new technologies. GETTY IMAGES

John Xavier
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The story so far:

O
n September 18, 20-year-old Dalit
student Sahil Wakode died by suicide in
his hostel room at the Indian Institute of

Technology, Bombay. He was a second-year
B.Tech student. Sahil’s parents have claimed
their son was facing caste discrimination. They
registered an FIR against the faculty of
IIT-Bombay, invoking provisions of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act. Mumbai Crime
Branch is continuing its probe. Meanwhile,
IIT-Bombay has constituted a 10-member
inquiry committee and accepted the 18 demands
made by the students. The institute had initially
stated that Sahil was apprehended for cheating
during an examination. It later apologised and
said: “It was inappropriate to have set out or
characterised details relating to the events
preceding his demise before they had been duly
established through the appropriate
investigative process.” 

What are the students demanding?
After the suicide case, protests were held at
IIT-Bombay. The students gave a charter of 18
demands, which included taking action against
the stakeholders, issuing an apology for Sahil’s
defamation, holding an open house with all the
stakeholders, an independent investigation,

accountability for
the
implementation of
the demands, a
code of conduct for
professors,
students’
representation in
academic and
non-academic

committees, and a task force for students’
well-being. The students also sought better
handling of cases of malpractice, in-person
counselling, round-the-clock psychiatrist on call
and mental health sensitisation, dedicated time
from the Dean for one-to-one interaction with
students to address their concerns, open
students’ concerns portal. 

They have also sought at least one counsellor
for every 250 students to reduce the waiting
period. Students have also sought independent
audits of the Student Wellness Centre and at
least one counsellor in every hostel.

How has the institute responded?
IIT-Bombay Director Shireesh Kedare signed the
memorandum submitted by the students. A
10-member committee has been appointed by
the institute to probe the circumstances around
Sahil’s death. The institute issued an apology for
its previous statement. It also suspended Prof.
Satyanarayan Doolla from the position of Dean
of Administrative A�airs. 

But some students have continued to protest,
calling IIT-Bombay’s apology “a joke”. “Not only
did the institution not take any responsibility for
the tarnishing of the reputation of the deceased,
but the narratives casting doubt on his image
have only compounded since then,” said a letter
issued by Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study Circle
IIT Bombay. It has sought the resignation of
IIT-Bombay Director, alleging that four suicides
have taken place during his tenure. The group
also sought the resignation of Prof. Doolla.

Why is the faculty divided?
The faculty stands divided on the issue. Some
faculty members have questioned whether the
institute had followed the due process laid down
for handling examination malpractice. They
have also asked if Sahil was given a fresh answer
sheet after being caught for alleged malpractice,
as per the rules. IIT-Bombay Faculty Forum
issued a statement in support of Prof. Doolla.
“We are distressed by the vili�cation of our
colleague’s reputation by misleading reports,” it
stated. A group of faculty members distanced
themselves from the forum, adding that it was
not an o�cial representative of the faculty
members. It questioned how the forum could
issue a statement in support of a faculty member
when the case was still under investigation.

What do the numbers show about caste
discrimination?
The numbers on caste discrimination in India’s
premier institutions are stark. In September, the
National Task Force on ‘mental health of
students and prevention of suicides in higher
educational institutions’ released its interim
report. It said 13,600 students from
disadvantaged communities had dropped out of
premier institutions between 2018 and 2023.
During this period, 4,596 OBC, 2,424 Scheduled
Caste and 2,622 Scheduled Tribes students left
central universities. At the IITs, the numbers
were 2,066 OBC, 1,068 SC and 408 ST students.
At the IIMs, 163 OBC, 188 SC and 91 ST students
dropped out. The report noted that these
dropouts occurred despite measures such as fee
waivers, stipends, and other government
support. It said the �gures pointed to academic
or other forms of stress a�ecting students.
(For those in distress, counselling is available at
Tele MANAS 14416)

Why are students
protesting at
IIT-Bombay?

What are the students demanding?

How has IIT-Bombay responded? What

questions have faculty members raised?

A report said 13,600
students from
disadvantaged
communities had
dropped out of
premier institutions
between 2018 and 2023

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:

O
n September 22, the Karnataka
Legislature unanimously passed a
resolution rejecting the K.
Kasturirangan Committee report on

the Western Ghats in its current form. The
resolution was in response to the seventh draft,
published on July 27 by the Ministry of
Environment, Ecology and Climate Change to
declare parts of the Western Ghats as an
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA). The draft gave
the State government a 60-day window to �le its
objections.

This was the seventh instance of the
Karnataka government rejecting the draft, which
was �rst published in 2014. Successive
governments have acknowledged the Western
Ghats as an ecologically sensitive region, but
have highlighted the ESA’s impact on lives and
livelihoods. There have been widespread
protests over fears of loss of livelihood, as well as
public consultations in the Malnad region. Of the
six Western Ghats States, Karnataka has the
largest area to be noti�ed as an ESA, spread
across 10 districts. 

What is the report?
Eminent space scientist K. Kasturirangan
chaired the High Level Working Group (HLWG),
which was tasked with reviewing the earlier
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP),
headed by Prof. Madhav Gadgil, and
recommending measures to protect the fragile
Western Ghats, recognised by UNESCO as one of
the world’s ecological hotspots. The WGEEP
submitted its report in 2011. Set up in 2012, the
HLWG submitted its recommendations in 2013.
Of the 1.64 lakh square kilometres of the

Western Ghats, it recommended declaring
59,940 sq. km, covering 4,156 villages across
Keralam, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Goa,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, as ESA.

Karnataka has the largest area recommended
under the ESA and the highest number of
villages among the six States. About 41% of the
total Western Ghats area has been identi�ed as
natural landscape, of which 37%, or about
59,940 sq. km, is biologically rich, has low
fragmentation and low population density, and
contains protected areas, World Heritage Sites,
and tiger and elephant corridors. The report
identi�ed 20,668 sq. km across 1,576 villages in
Karnataka, 17,340 sq. km across 2,159 villages in
Maharashtra, 13,108 sq. km across 123 villages in
Keralam, 6,914 sq. km across 135 villages in
Tamil Nadu, 449 sq. km in 64 villages in Gujarat
and 1,461 sq. km in 99 villages in Goa.

Currently, the area sought to be noti�ed is
56,825 sq. km, mainly after Keralam undertook a
ground survey and brought down its area to
9,993 sq. km. Subsequently, the number of
villages in Maharashtra and Goa has increased,
while the number has come down in Karnataka.
As per the latest draft, a total of 4,402 villages
will be part of the ESA. The actual area is sought
to be �nalised based on the recommendations of
the State governments, the views of
stakeholders, and the ESA Expert Committee.

What are the key recommendations?
The report recommends a total ban on certain
activities and regulation of others. Banned
activities include mining, quarrying, sand
extraction, setting up red-category industries,
thermal power plants, and construction of
buildings beyond 20,000 square metres. It has
prohibited township and area development
projects. It has subjected infrastructure and
development projects to environmental
clearances and allowed hydroelectricity projects
with certain conditions. All development
projects located within 10 km of the Western
Ghats ESA and requiring environmental
clearance would be regulated under the
provisions of the EIA Noti�cation, 2006. It has
also recommended �nancial arrangements and
incentives for Green Growth in the Western
Ghats, and suggested a decision-support and
monitoring centre. 

How does it di�er from the Gadgil report?
There has been intense debate among experts,
environmentalists and policymakers over the
recommendations of the two reports. The two
committees di�ered on the extent of the area to
be declared ecologically sensitive and brought
under protection. The Gadgil Committee

designated the entire Western Ghats as an ESA
and estimated it to cover about 1.29 lakh sq. km,
whereas the Kasturirangan Committee identi�ed
1.64 lakh sq. km as the Western Ghats, of which
about 60,000 sq. km were sought to be declared
ESA. To initiate the conservation exercise, the
Gadgil Committee recommended three
categories of Ecologically Sensitive Zones — 1, 2
and 3 — with corresponding restrictions and
bans on activities. The Kasturirangan Committee
divided the Western Ghats into natural and
cultural landscapes, with the latter being areas
that have helped sustain lives but have lost their
original character over centuries. The
prohibition or restriction of activities is sought
to be implemented in the ESA.

What is Karnataka’s contention?
The State has argued that the ESA should cover
only noti�ed forest areas and other forest areas,
and should not include plantation areas,
agriculture and horticulture �elds, or residential
and public areas. It has pointed out that the
areas were demarcated using satellite data and
not through a joint survey. It has said there is no
accurate bifurcation of revenue and forest land,
and that there is no reference to provide
alternatives for livelihood. It has argued that
Bagair Hukum, forest rights, deemed forest, land
grants, appeals, and legal cases should be
considered. These issues, it has said, should be
examined by an expert committee through a
physical survey. It has also opposed the logic of
including entire villages under the ESA because
one-�fth of a village’s area may be forest.

On the ground, genuine concerns have been
expressed about possible restrictions on
agriculture, housing and day-to-day activities by
zealous forest o�cials. However, misinformation
is also being spread in the name of the report.
For example, though no restriction has been
proposed on house building or renovation
activities, ill-informed leaders at the local level
are fuelling fears and anxiety that the measures
would bring all such activities to a complete halt.
There is also concern over a possible loss in the
value of agricultural and plantation land due to
restrictions, which could result in reduced
investment in agriculture.

What has Karnataka done now?
Rejecting the report in its current form, both
Houses of the Karnataka Legislature passed a
unanimous resolution seeking one year to
conduct a physical survey of the area and
demanded that Karnataka’s part should not be
�nalised till then. It has announced the setting
up of a high-level committee headed by a retired
judge and comprising all stakeholders to review
the shortcomings of the Kasturirangan report
and recommend modi�cations. Cutting across
party lines, legislators urged the government to
follow the ‘Keralam model’, under which such
physical veri�cation was conducted and
submitted to the Centre.

What is Karnataka’s objection to the ESA?

Both Houses
of Karnataka
Legislature
passed a
unanimous
resolution
seeking one
year to
conduct a
physical
survey of
the area 

What did the Karnataka Legislature decide on September 22? Why has the State repeatedly

rejected the ESA draft? What did the Kasturirangan Committee recommend? How much of the

Western Ghats was proposed as ESA? What has Karnataka proposed as the way forward?

Sharath S. Srivatsa

Of the six Western Ghats States, Karnataka has the largest area to be notified

as an ESA, spread across 10 districts. K. MURALI KUMAR 

The story so far: 

T
he Chief Election Commissioner of
India has come under scrutiny
following a recent expose by The
Indian Express. On September 23,

Opposition parties sought the removal of Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar
after the expose claimed that two of the three
Election Commissioners, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi, had formally recorded
objections at least 14 times over the last 10
months.

How are the CEC and ECs appointed?
Article 324 of the Constitution vests the
“superintendence, direction and control” of
elections in the Election Commission of India
(ECI). Article 324(2) provides that the President
appoints the CEC and other Election
Commissioners, subject to any law made by
Parliament.

For several decades, Parliament had not
enacted a law laying down the procedure for
these appointments. This led to a challenge
before the Supreme Court on the question of
how the independence of the ECI could be
protected when its members were appointed by
the executive. In March 2023, a �ve-judge
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court

delivered its judgment in Anoop Baranwal v.
Union of India.

What was the Anoop Baranwal case?
In January 2015, Anoop Baranwal �led a public
interest litigation (PIL) on the ground that the
system for appointing members of the ECI was
unconstitutional. At the time, the executive
enjoyed the power to make appointments. The
PIL contended that the ECI’s independence has
degraded over time. It pleaded for the court to
issue directions to set up an independent,
collegium-like system for ECI appointments.

The Constitution Bench held that until
Parliament made a law under Article 324(2),
appointments to the Election Commission
would be made on the recommendation of a
three-member committee comprising the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha and the Chief Justice of India. The court
said the arrangement would operate only until
Parliament enacted a law on the subject.

What happened after the judgment?
Parliament enacted the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of O�ce) Act, 2023, which
came into force in January 2024.

The appointment mechanism di�ered from
the one prescribed by the Supreme Court in
Anoop Baranwal. Under the 2023 Act, the
Selection Committee consists of the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, and a Union Cabinet Minister nominated
by the Prime Minister. 

The President appoints the CEC and ECs on
the recommendation of this committee.

The Act also provides for a Search Committee
headed by the Union Law Minister, which
prepares a panel of �ve persons for
consideration by the Selection Committee.

The 2023 law has been challenged before the
Supreme Court. One of the questions before the
court is whether replacing the CJI with a Union
Cabinet Minister is constitutionally valid. On
September 23, a Division Bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and S.C. Sharma delivered a
‘split’ verdict on the Union government’s plea

seeking a larger bench reference of the
challenges against the 2023 Act. While Justice
Datta did not �nd a reference to a Constitution
Bench necessary, Justice Sharma held in favour
of sending the case to a Constitution Bench,
stating that several questions of substantial
importance were at stake.

How can a CEC be removed?
The Constitution gives the CEC a high degree of
protection against removal. Article 324(5) states
that the CEC can be removed from o�ce “in like
manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the
Supreme Court.” This means that the CEC can
be removed only on the grounds of proved
misbehaviour or incapacity and through the
parliamentary procedure prescribed for the
removal of a Supreme Court judge.

A removal motion has to be passed by the
required special majority in both Houses of
Parliament. Only after Parliament passes the
motion can the President issue an order
removing the CEC. The procedure is set out in
the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

The protection available to the other Election
Commissioners is di�erent. Under Article
324(5), an Election Commissioner or Regional
Commissioner cannot be removed from o�ce
except on the recommendation of the CEC.

Can a CEC be arrested?
This question has come into focus because of
calls for the arrest of the incumbent CEC.

The relevant provision is Section 16 of the
2023 Act. It provides protection to a person who
is or was a CEC or Election Commissioner from
civil or criminal proceedings in court for an act,
thing or word done or spoken while, or in the
course of, acting or purporting to act in the
discharge of o�cial duty or function.

The provision is signi�cant because it extends
protection even to a person who “is or was” a
CEC or Election Commissioner.

However, Section 16 does not expressly state
that a CEC cannot be arrested. It says that no
court shall entertain or continue civil or criminal
proceedings in relation to conduct covered by
the provision. The section does not use the
words “arrest”, “investigation” or “police
custody”. It therefore cannot simply be
described as a blanket immunity from arrest.

The protection is also linked to acts done
while, or in the course of, acting or purporting
to act in the discharge of o�cial duty or
function. 

What does the law say about CEC’s removal? 

Article 324(5)
states that 
the CEC can
be removed
from o�ce ‘in
like manner
and on the
like grounds
as a Judge of
the Supreme
Court’ 

How are the CEC and ECs appointed? Why did the Supreme Court intervene in appointments?

What did the Anoop Baranwal judgment prescribe? Who was on the appointment panel

prescribed by the Supreme Court? What protection does a CEC have against removal?

Rizmi Lia M.

Rising dissent: Youth Congress workers protesting against CEC Gyanesh

Kumar, demanding his resignation, in New Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
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W
hen notices began to
be issued after the
publication of the draft
list during the Delhi

SIR [special intensive revision], one of
the names was that of Election
Commissioner (EC) Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu. What was considered ironical
on that day and time soon became a
moment of reckoning for the poll body
as reports emerged that Dr. Sandhu,
along with his fellow Election
Commissioner Vivek Joshi, had �agged
many anomalies in the ongoing SIR
process across the country over the
last 10 months.

Though rumours of a rift within the
Election Commission had been doing
the rounds for some months, what
came as a surprise were the formal
dissent notes written by the two ECs,
including one to the Cabinet Secretary,
as both had been virtually handpicked
by the government under the new
2023 Law for Appointment of the Chief
Election Commissioner and Election
Commissioners.

The Opposition Congress party had
given written objections during the
appointment of both in the selection
committee meetings. When Dr.
Sandhu was appointed along with CEC
Gyanesh Kumar on March 14, 2024,
following the retirement of EC Anup
Chandra Pandey and the abrupt
resignation of EC Arun Goel, Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury had
given a formal dissent note in the
selection committee. Later, when Mr.
Joshi was appointed on February 17,
2025 after Gyanesh Kumar was
elevated to CEC, Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi raised objection in the
committee meeting.

Both the Election Commissioners
had reportedly �agged several key
issues, including the centralisation of
the Electoral Rolls. In May this year,
Mr. Joshi proposed an audit to certify
that “no one except the concerned
statutory authorities has any
credentials to make any change in the
(voter) database”. In August, Dr.
Sandhu recorded that State-level
election o�cials were reporting that

they do not have “proper and
complete access” to the ERONet portal
— the digital system through which the
electoral rolls are maintained. He
further �agged that Election
Commission Director General of IT
“does not have any legal authority to
restrict proper and complete access
and freedom to operate as given by law
to the statutory authorities”.

‘Unauthorised and illegal’
The two ECs also said that Form 6 —
which new voters must �ll to register—
was altered to ask if the applicant or
their parents/grandparents “exist” in
the electoral roll of the last SIR. They
warned as early as May that such a
statutory form cannot be changed
without amending the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, and Dr. Sandhu
called the change “unauthorised and
illegal” in August, demanding its
immediate removal. He also
questioned who had authorised the
Commission in West Bengal to �le
appeals against voters whom judicial
tribunals had already included in the
rolls — with 38 lakh appeals pending.

They also �agged the Goa case in
which 97 voters, found eligible by local
Electoral Registration O�cers (EROs)

after a Supreme Court-mandated
hearing, were left o� the �nal roll
because the centrally controlled
software had no mechanism to record
the EROs’ decisions. The Chief
Electoral O�cer’s (CEO) o�ce had
written eight times seeking a rollback
option.

However, some experts, including
former Election Commissioners, have
questioned why the two did not seek a
meeting of the full Commission and
attempt to resolve these issues through
a majority vote.

As per provisions of the Election
Commission (Conditions of Service of
Election Commissioners and
Transaction of Business) Act, 1991,
which has been carried forward to the
2023 Act, all decisions by the Election
Commission have to be unanimous,
where possible. But if the CEC and the
other Election Commissioners
genuinely di�er in opinion on a matter,
it is to be decided according to the
opinion of the majority with each
Commissioner (including the CEC)
carrying equal weight in the vote. The
vote of the CEC does not have any
special veto. Dr. Sandhu is a retired
1988-batch IAS o�cer of the
Uttarakhand cadre. Born in 1963, he

holds an MBBS from Government
Medical College, Amritsar, a master’s
degree in history from Guru Nanak
Dev University, and a law degree. He
was Chief Secretary, Government of
Uttarakhand, from July 2021 to January
2024, where he is credited with having
overseen the ideation for
implementing the Uniform Civil Code.

He was also Chairman of the
National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), Additional Secretary,
Department of Higher Education,
Ministry of Human Resource
Development and Commissioner,
Ludhiana Municipal Corporation — for
which he was awarded the President’s
Medal. He is also an expert on urban
reforms and has authored many
papers on municipal management. Dr.
Sandhu also brie�y served as
Secretary, Lokpal of India, from
February 5 to March 14, 2024, just
before he was appointed as an Election
Commissioner.

Vivek Joshi was born on May 21,
1966, in Uttar Pradesh. A 1989-batch
IAS o�cer of the Haryana cadre, he’s a
mechanical engineer from IIT-Roorkee.
He holds a master’s degree in
International Business from IIFT, New
Delhi, and an MA and PhD in

International Economics from the
Graduate Institute, Geneva.

He has served as a Financial
Services Secretary and Registrar
General and Census Commissioner of
India. Earlier, he was member
secretary of the Fifth State Finance
Commission of Haryana.

Unexpected appointment 
When he was appointed EC at 58, he
was among the younger members
appointed to the poll panel and had
taken voluntary retirement before
joining the Election Commission,
which was considered somewhat
unusual.

He himself had called the
appointment “unexpected” and noted
it was meaningful to him personally as
it brought him back to his home cadre
(Haryana) brie�y before moving to the
central body. Mr. Joshi also has family
members in the bureaucracy. His
brother, Vineet Joshi, a 1992-batch IAS
o�cer, serves as Secretary, Higher
Education.

His term runs until February 2031.
Given the seniority order among

current commissioners, if Mr. Kumar
demits o�ce in January 2029 after
retiring, then Mr. Joshi would be the
senior-most EC and could succeed him
as Dr. Sandhu retires in July 2028.
However, if Mr. Kumar has to go before
July 2028, Dr. Sandhu becomes the
senior-most as he was appointed
before Mr. Joshi.

Most importantly, the 2023 Act for
appointment of ECs and CEC doesn’t
guarantee automatic succession by
seniority. Instead, the Act provides a
statutory framework for the
appointment, tenure, and service
conditions of the CEC and ECs,
replacing the earlier system governed
largely by convention. 

There is no clause in the Act that
says the senior-most EC automatically
becomes CEC when a vacancy arises.
Every appointment — including to the
post of CEC — goes through this same
fresh appointment process unlike the
earlier tradition of the next
senior-most Election Commissioner
being the successor to the incumbent
CEC.

Dissent in the Commission 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi

The two Election Commissioners, both appointed by the government under the new 2023 law, have raised questions about changes to electoral rolls, 
centralised control and the Election Commission’s decision-making process 

Sreeparna Chakrabarty THE GIST
�

In May this year, Joshi

proposed an audit to certify

that “no one except the

concerned statutory

authorities has any credentials

to make any change in the

(voter) database”

�

In August, Dr. Sandhu recorded

that State-level election

o�icials were reporting that

they do not have “proper and

complete access” to the

ERONet portal — the digital

system through which the

electoral rolls are maintained

�

However, some experts,

including former Election

Commissioners, have

questioned why the two did

not seek a meeting of the full

Commission and attempt to

resolve these issues through a

majority vote

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH

“E
ssentially, it’s a
large real estate
deal. A lot of

things can be done,” U.S.
President Donald Trump
said in August 2019, during
his �rst term, when asked
whether the U.S. would be
interested in acquiring
Greenland. After he re-
turned to o�ce in January
2025, Mr. Trump repeated
his threat. “We need
Greenland for national se-
curity purposes,” he said
in January 2025. You look
outside. You have Chinese
ships all over the place.
You have Russian ships all
over the place. We’re not
letting that happen.” 

Greenland, a Danish ter-
ritory located between the
Arctic Ocean and the North
Atlantic Ocean, was home
for at least 30 American
military bases and installa-
tions during the Second
World War. The island’s
strategic pro�le grew in re-
cent years after Russia and
China stepped up their ac-
tivities in the Arctic region,
partly because of ice melt-
ing which opened up pre-
viously unpassable re-
gions. Mr. Trump’s threats
to take over the island in-
censed Denmark, a found-
ing member of NATO, and
America’s other European
allies. The crisis further
strained the transatlantic
ties. But on September 22,
on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly, the
leaders of the U.S., Den-
mark and Greenland

signed a new security
agreement, which, accord-
ing to Mr. Trump, would al-
low the U.S. “to do what is
necessary in Greenland”.

The 1951 U.S.-Denmark
security agreement pro-
vides Washington broad
rights to build military bas-
es in the ice-covered is-
land. Most American bases
on the island were shut
down over the years, par-
ticularly after the Cold
War. Now the U.S. stations
some 150 troops at its Pituf-
�k Space Base in Green-
land. U.S. o�cials wanted
to increase this military
presence which they ar-
gued was important to
monitor and defend the
northern approaches of
North America and North
Atlantic at a time when the
race to control the Arctic is
heating up. Russia has ex-
tensive Arctic territory and
military infrastructure.
Greenland also possesses
signi�cant mineral re-
sources, including rare
earths, a segment which is
currently dominated by
China. U.S. o�cials have
raised concerns about po-
tential Chinese invest-

ments in Greenland. So
Washington wants to com-
pete with Russia in the Arc-
tic and build new military
infrastructure to monitor
movement in the frozen
waters and prevent Chi-
nese in�uence in the re-
gion, besides making sure
that America has access to
the island’s mineral re-
sources. 

Terms of the deal 
Denmark, which has alrea-
dy blocked Chinese invest-
ments in Greenland, had
said it would allow Wash-
ington to expand its mili-
tary presence on the is-
land, but insisted that
Danish sovereignty and
Greenland’s self-governing
rights be respected. The
latest security agreement
with the U.S. sought to ad-
dress both America’s de-
mands and Danish con-
cerns. 

According to the agree-
ment, even if Greenland,
which has a population of
around 50,000, becomes
independent, it would res-
pect the deal with the U.S.
and stay within NATO. In
other words, this deal pro-

vides the U.S. inde�nite ac-
cess to the island’s military
facilities. The deal, which
rea�rms “the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
the Kingdom of Denmark”
and recognises the “self
determination of the peo-
ple of Greenland”, also
stipulates that no hostile
power (non-NATO coun-
tries) can establish military
facilities on the island or
invest in its sensitive areas
(mainly rare earths). The
U.S. will be allowed to esta-
blish additional defence fa-
cilities in Narsarsuaq in the
south, where it had an air-
�eld during the Second
World War, and in Mesters-
vig in the east. The Mes-
tersvig facility would allow
the U.S. to monitor the wa-
ters between the island
and the Scandinavian re-
gion. Greenland would al-
so be part of the U.S. Gol-
den Dome anti-missile
shield, and Danish authori-
ties have pledged to work
together with Washington
to counter espionage in
Greenland, a reference to
alleged Chinese activities
in the region.

On paper, Greenland
would remain a self-go-
verning territory of Den-
mark. But in practice, the
U.S. would have inde�nite
rights to build military fa-
cilities on the island and a
say in its economic policies
and resource extraction.
Mr. Trump may not have
secured ownership of the
world’s largest island, but
he appears to have secured
almost everything else.

The Arctic race 
U.S.-Greenland deal

Washington will establish two new military bases in the world’s largest island as it seeks to expand

its presence in the Arctic region and check Russian and Chinese in�uence 

Stanly Johny 
AP

O
ften during his in-
ternational en-
gagements, the

one question that infu-
riates Russian President
Vladimir Putin the most is
if Russia is a “managed de-
mocracy”. He has been
vehement in saying it’s not.
“The road to democracy
must be adapted to the
realities of Russian life, tra-
ditions, and history,” Mr.
Putin said in February
2005 at a press
conference.

But, despite his protes-
tations, democracy in Rus-
sia is under intense scruti-
ny. Mr. Putin’s party,
United Russia, is the big
bear that wins almost all
elections in Russia. In the
just-concluded parliamen-
tary elections, United Rus-
sia got 349 out of the 450
seats in the Duma, polling
58% of the vote for the 225
seats apportioned by par-
ties and winning 209 sin-
gle-seat races that �ll the
other half of the lower
chamber of Parliament.
The vote, western obser-
vers said, was �awed. In
August, Russia’s Supreme
Court barred Yabloko, the
only party running on an
anti-war platform, from ap-
pearing on the ballot, as
polls showed it gaining in
popularity and possibly
poised to win enough votes
to enter Parliament.

The 2024 Presidential
election was no di�erent.
The result of Russia’s
March 15-17 election was

known to everyone even
before the �rst ballot was
cast, The Hindu noted in its
editorial, as Mr. Putin won
nearly 88% of the vote. The
country saw a record tur-
nout of 77.44% and the re-
sults showed that Russia
“is united” under the long-
time leader, Ella Pam�lova,
Election Commission
chief, said. Only Kremlin-
tolerated candidates,
meaning those who could
not challenge Mr. Putin
and United Russia, were al-
lowed to contest.

Kremlin party
United Russia, called vary-
ingly as the “party of pow-
er” or for its nebulous ide-
ology, the “big-tent” party,
is the Kremlin party, and
it’s debatable if the party
wants to keep Mr. Putin in
power or if it’s the other
way. In December 2001,
Mr. Putin’s Unity party and
Fatherland-All Russia, a
leading Opposition group,
merged to form an entity
which became United Rus-
sia in 2003. 

As Acting President af-
ter Boris Yeltsin resigned
six months before the end

of his term on January 1,
2000 and handed over
power to him, Mr. Putin,
who was Prime Minister
before being elevated,
went on to consolidate his
grip on the state. “Russian
democracy now speaks
with but one voice. Just 18
months ago, leaders of �ve
ideological factions were
waging a pitched public
battle to succeed Mr. Yelt-
sin. Now there is only Mr.
Putin, a man of no classi�a-
ble ideology beyond build-
ing a strong Russia, his rule
endorsed by three of every
four Russians, according to
polls,” the New York Times

reported on January 21,
2001, after Mr. Putin won
the presidency in an elec-
tion. A few days later, Par-
liament introduced a Bill
that would drastically re-
duce the number of regis-
tered parties from 57 to
just six. 

The news agency Tass,
owned by the Russian go-
vernment, says United Rus-
sia “promotes centrist and
conservative ideas, stands
for strengthening the
country’s sovereignty, in-
creasing its defence capa-

bilities, advancing the pa-
triotic education of young
people, enhancing invest-
ment, introducing innova-
tive technologies, develop-
ing democracy and civil
society institutions”. In the
2017 article, Tass reported
that the party had two mil-
lion members.

Under Mr. Putin and Un-
ited Russia, statism, rooted
in Orthodox Christian con-
servative values, replaced
the state-sanctioned com-
munism of the Soviet
years, The Hindu editorial
noted. They mastered a
complex model of a tightly
held state with regular
elections and little dissent.
Party leaders varyingly call
it centrist and conserva-
tive. Researchers term it
Russian integralism. Oppo-
sition leaders call United
Russia a “party of crooks
and thieves”, a phrase
popularised by Alexei Na-
valny, an anti-corruption
activist who died in prison.

Gleb Pavlovsky, Putin
adviser-turned-critic, is
considered the chief archi-
tect of the “managed de-
mocracy” system in Rus-
sia. Vladislav Surkov,
former Putin aide called
the “grey cardinal” of
Kremlin, rebranded it as
“sovereign democracy”.
The Economist described
him as the architect of “a
system of make-believe”,
involving imitation politi-
cal parties, stage-managed
media, and orchestrated
social movements. Mr. Pu-
tin, however, is in denial in
public.

The ‘party of power’
United Russia

The political party a�liated to President Vladimir Putin is the big bear that continues to win

almost all elections in the country 

G.R. Rajeev
AP
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Reorienting  Education ~ I 

The  American  shield  is  cracking 
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With which is incorporated  
The Englishman ~ founded 1821

An Election Commission does not derive its authority 
merely from the power to conduct elections. Its legitimacy 
rests on a more delicate foundation: the public’s 
confidence that the institution conducting the contest 

is independent of the contestants. Recent developments have 
put that principle under unusual strain. The Election Commission 
is already facing questions over its handling of electoral rolls and 
the nationwide Special Intensive Revision. Reports of disagreements 
within the Commission over voter data, enrolment procedures 
and decisions allegedly taken without the full knowledge of all 
three commissioners have added a new institutional dimension 
to an argument that had largely been fought outside the 
Commission. 

Now the Supreme Court has brought the question of institutional 
independence into sharper constitutional focus. A two-judge 
bench has directed that challenges to the 2023 law governing the 
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners be placed before the Chief Justice for consideration 
of a Constitution Bench.  

The law replaced the Chief Justice of India on the selection 
panel with a Union Cabinet minister nominated by the Prime 
Minister, leaving a three-member committee comprising the 
Prime Minister, his nominee and the Leader of the Opposition. 
Justice Dipankar Datta observed that the minister, bound by 
collective responsibility and nominated by the Prime Minister, 
could not realistically be expected to defy the person who 
nominated him.  

He consequently questioned whether the Leader of the 
Opposition’s presence on the panel becomes largely ornamental. 
His cricket analogy captured the institutional problem: even if 
an umpire subsequently makes correct decisions, confidence 
can be weakened if the side involved in the contest appears to 
have disproportionate influence over the umpire’s selection. 

That observation should not automatically be converted into 
a finding that the Election Commission is biased. Nor do 
allegations of electoral manipulation become facts merely because 
political parties repeat them. But constitutional institutions are 
not judged solely by what can be proved after the event. The 
manner in which independence is secured ~ and perceived ~ is 
itself part of institutional legitimacy.  

This is why the present controversy matters beyond the fate 
of any individual CEC. If appointments are perceived as dominated 
by the executive, and if questions subsequently arise about 
internal decision-making on electoral rolls, the two controversies 
reinforce each other in the public mind even when no direct 
connection between them has been established. The answer 
cannot be political retaliation, nor can every disagreement within 
the Commission be portrayed as evidence of institutional collapse. 
It must be transparent.  

The Commission should go beyond terse communiques to 
explain disputed procedures, the safeguards governing voter-data 
changes and the manner in which dissenting views are considered 
within it. Parliament and the courts, meanwhile, must settle the 
constitutional question of how electoral independence is best 
protected. India’s elections cannot depend indefinitely on citizens 
being asked to trust the umpire. In a democracy, the appointment, 
functioning and accountability of the umpire must themselves 
inspire confidence. That is the test now confronting the Election 
Commission ~ and, ultimately, the constitutional system that 
created it.

Education is among the most powerful 
institutions through which a 
civilisation transmits its knowledge, 
values, aspirations and understanding 

of life from one generation to another. Yet, in 
our contemporary understanding, education 
has gradually become narrower and more 
utilitarian. We increasingly view education 
through the prism of examinations, degrees, 
qualifications, placements and employment. 
The question most frequently asked of a 
young person after completing school or 
university is not what he or she has learnt 
about life, society or the world, but what job 
the qualification will secure. 

The choice of a course is often guided 
primarily by its perceived employment 
prospects, the success of an institution is 
frequently measured by its placement statistics, 
and the success of an individual is increasingly 
associated with salary, designation and 
professional status. Employment, which 
should be an important outcome and 
instrument of education, has gradually 
become its principal purpose, rather than 
preparing and grooming an individual as a 
complete person ready to go through life in 
any situation and circumstances. 

There is nothing inherently wrong with 
seeking employment through education. 
Economic independence, dignity of labour 
and the ability to sustain oneself and one's 
family are essential dimensions of a meaningful 
life. A modern education system must certainly 
equip young people with knowledge and 
competencies that enable them to participate 
productively in the economy. 

 It must respond to technological change, 
emerging professions and the changing 
requirements of the world of work. The 
problem begins when employment becomes 
the sole lens through which the value of 
education is judged. When that happens, 
education risks becoming a transaction in 
which a student acquires a credential, an 
institution delivers a qualification and society 
expects the qualification to produce a job. 
Somewhere in this transaction, the larger 
purpose of education often disappears. 

The consequence is a paradox that deserves 
serious reflection. We have more institutions 
of learning, more graduates, greater access 
to information and unprecedented technological 
capabilities, yet formal education does not 
necessarily translate into greater wisdom, 
stronger character, social responsibility or 
the capacity to deal with the complexities of 
human life.  

We are producing people who may possess 
degrees without possessing adequate 
employability, and even those who are 
professionally successful may not necessarily 
have acquired the life skills, ethical judgement, 
emotional maturity or social values necessary 

to live responsibly. 
A degree can demonstrate that a person 

has completed a prescribed course of study. 
It cannot, by itself, demonstrate that the 
person has learnt how to deal with failure, 
exercise restraint, respect another person's 
dignity, resolve disagreements, distinguish 
between what is legal and what is ethical, or 
accept responsibility for the consequences 
of his or her actions. This distinction between 
being qualified and being educated is 
fundamental. A qualification is an 
acknowledgement of academic attainment. 
Education, in its fuller sense, is the development 
of the whole human being. It should enlarge 
the mind, deepen understanding, develop 
judgement, cultivate curiosity and enable a 
person to live with oneself, with others and 
with the larger world. 

A truly educated person should not 
merely know how to perform a task; he 
or she should also understand why the 
task matters and what consequences 
follow from performing it. Education 
should enable a person to ask not only, 
“How can I do this?” but also, “Should I 
do this?”, “For whose benefit?”, and “What 
responsibility follows from my action?” 
This is particularly important in an age 
in which information is abundant but 
wisdom is not.  

A smartphone can place enormous 
quantities of information in the hands of 
a child. Artificial intelligence can increasingly 
provide answers to questions, generate 
text, solve problems and assist in professional 
tasks. But access to information does not 
automatically create knowledge, and 
knowledge does not automatically produce 
wisdom. 

Information tells us what. Knowledge 
enables us to understand how and why. 
Wisdom helps us decide what ought to 
be done. The more powerful our technological 
capabilities become, the more important 
this distinction will be. A person who 
knows how to manipulate information, 
but does not possess ethical judgement 
can potentially cause greater harm than an 
ignorant person. Education must therefore 
prepare individuals not merely to acquire 
knowledge but to use knowledge responsibly. 

This requires us to recover the idea of 
education as a lifelong process. The classroom 
is only one of the places where learning 
takes place. The family is a school. Society is 
a school. Work is a school. Relationships are 
a school. Failure is a school. Adversity is a 
school. Nature is a school. Books, art, music, 
history and human experience are all teachers. 
A person who has completed formal education 
but has stopped learning has not necessarily 
become educated in the fullest sense. 
Conversely, a person who continues to learn 
from experience, from other people and from 
the changing world remains engaged in 
education throughout life. 

The purpose of formal education should, 
therefore, be to prepare a person for this 
larger school of life. Instead of treating the 

completion of a degree as the end of education, 
we should regard it as the beginning of a 
more independent and lifelong quest for 
learning. The student should leave school or 
university not with the impression that 
learning is over (reflected through acts like 
tearing away books on the last day of 
examination), but with the curiosity and 
intellectual discipline to continue learning 
throughout life.  

This requires a fundamental reorientation 
of our education system. Such reorientation 
does not mean abandoning professional 
education, vocational training or employability. 
Rather, it means placing these within a larger 
educational framework. We must move from 
an education system that primarily asks, 
“What occupation will this student enter?” 
to one that simultaneously asks, “What kind 

of human being is this education 
helping the student become?” 

The two questions are not 
contradictory. In fact, they 
complement each other. We 
need doctors who are competent 
and compassionate, engineers 
who are technically capable 
and socially conscious, 
administrators who are efficient 
and ethical, entrepreneurs 
who are innovative and 
responsible, lawyers who 
understand both law and 
justice, teachers who possess 
subject knowledge as well as 
empathy, and citizens who 
can pursue their own aspirations 
without forgetting their 
obligations to society. The 
reorientation must begin with 
the curriculum, but it cannot 
end there.  

Our curricula need greater 
integration of life skills, ethics, 
civic responsibility, financial 
literacy, digital literacy, 
environmental awareness, 
communication, critical thinking 

and emotional maturity. These should not 
be treated as peripheral subjects to be 
completed merely for an examination. They 
should become part of the lived educational 
experience. 

A young person should learn how to 
communicate clearly, listen carefully, manage 
money responsibly, understand basic legal 
and civic obligations, respond to emergencies, 
recognise misinformation and manipulation, 
protect digital privacy, resolve conflicts, deal 
with failure and seek help when necessary. 
These abilities are not less important than 
academic knowledge simply because they 
are difficult to measure through conventional 
examinations.  

We should also rethink our obsession with 
marks as the principal measure of educational 
achievement. Marks have their place; academic 
standards matter, and knowledge must be 
assessed. But examination performance 
cannot capture curiosity, integrity, creativity, 

cooperation, leadership, empathy, resilience 
or the ability to apply knowledge in real- 
life situations. 

If everything in education is designed 
around what can be tested in a written 
examination, students will naturally optimise 
themselves for the examination. We should, 
therefore, create more opportunities for 
experiential learning, projects, community 
engagement, problem-solving and collaborative 
work. Students should encounter real situations 
in which they have to use what they have 
learnt to address a problem or help another 
person. This is where knowledge begins to 
acquire meaning.  

Service, in particular, has enormous 
educational value. When students participate 
in community work, environmental initiatives, 
care for the elderly, teaching children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, heritage 
conservation, disaster preparedness or other 
forms of constructive social engagement, 
they begin to understand society beyond 
textbooks. They discover that the world 
contains people whose circumstances may 
be very different from their own. They learn 
empathy not as an abstract concept but as 
an experience. They learn that knowledge 
becomes meaningful when it is used for 
something larger than personal advancement. 
Such experiences can also cultivate humility, 
because they remind the student that no 
individual succeeds entirely alone and that 
society continuously sustains the opportunities 
available to each of us.  

The role of teachers must also be reimagined. 
A teacher cannot merely be a person who 
completes a syllabus. A teacher is potentially 
a mentor, an intellectual guide and an example 
of conduct. Students often remember a 
teacher not for every fact taught in a classroom, 
but for the confidence that teacher inspired, 
the curiosity that was awakened or the 
standard of integrity that was demonstrated. 
As technology transforms access to information, 
the role of teachers as mentors may become 
even more important. When information is 
available everywhere, the teacher's distinctive 
contribution lies increasingly in helping 
students interpret, question, contextualise 
and use that information wisely. 

The same principle applies to parents and 
to society as a whole. Values cannot simply 
be delivered through textbooks. Children 
observe what adults do far more closely than 
what adults say. A society that lectures 
children about honesty while rewarding 
dishonesty sends a contradictory educational 
message. A family that speaks of respect 
while resolving disagreements through 
humiliation teaches something very different 
from the lesson written in a moral-science 
textbook. An institution that speaks about 
integrity but celebrates success achieved 
through manipulation undermines its own 
educational purpose. The most powerful 
curriculum is often the culture surrounding 
the child. This is why the crisis of values 
cannot be addressed by placing the entire 
responsibility on schools and colleges. Families, 
educational institutions, workplaces, media, 
public institutions and society at large 
collectively educate the next generation.  

If we want young people to become 
responsible citizens, adults must demonstrate 
responsibility. If we want them to respect 
differences, they must see disagreement 
handled with civility. If we want them to 
value public spaces, they must see adults 
treating public property as a shared resource. 
If we want them to understand service, they 
must see service respected as an important 
social virtue. 

(To Be Concluded)

Mocha was once known to the 
world for coffee. Today, the 
Yemeni port has acquired a 
harsher significance. Its seizure 

by the Houthis gives the movement control 
of the approaches to the Bab el-Mandeb 
Strait, through which ships must pass 
between the Indian Ocean and the  
Red Sea.  

Taken alone, the fall of Mocha might 
look like one more reversal in Yemen’s 
grinding civil war. It is not. It came 
alongside a drone attack launched from 

Iraq that forced Saudi Arabia to close its 
East-West oil pipeline and in the largest 
context of United States President 
Donald Trump’s reckless and 
failing war on Iran. Together, 
the events expose an 
uncomfortable truth: The 
American security order in 
the Middle East is failing to 
provide security. Saudi Arabia 
built the East-West pipeline 
to escape precisely this kind of danger. 
The line carries crude from the kingdom’s 

eastern oil fields across 1,200 kilometers 
of desert to Yanbu on the Red Sea.  

It allows Saudi oil to avoid the 
Strait of Hormuz, where Iran has 
long possessed the ability to disrupt 
maritime traffic.  

Yet the escape route now has its 
own vulnerabilities, exposed by 
Trump’s disastrous assault on Iran. 
Saudi Arabia says Iran-backed militias 
operating from Iraq attacked its  

pumping stations.  
At the pipeline’s western end, the Houthi 

advance threatens shipping around the 
Bab el-Mandeb. Iran and its allies have, 
in effect, applied pressure to both exits 
from the Arabian Peninsula.  

This is not the outcome Washington 
promised. For decades, Arab governments 
bought American weapons, hosted  
American troops and accommodated US 
strategic priorities.  

In return, the US presented itself as the 
guarantor of oil infrastructure, shipping 
lanes and the political survival of friendly 
governments.  

The significance of the Cockroach Janta Party may 
ultimately lie less in the government concessions it has 
extracted than in the expectations it has created among 
those who watched these developments. For decades, 

Indian politics has trained citizens to think of the state as 
something to be petitioned, endured or periodically replaced. A 
defective examination system, an unresponsive public office or 
a failing school could provoke anger, but rarely a sustained 
expectation that institutions themselves must explain their 
performance. CJP is beginning to challenge that habit. This is 
larger than the fortunes of one movement.  

Across countries as different as Bangladesh, Kenya, Bulgaria 
and Peru, youth protests have demonstrated a similar pattern: a 
specific grievance can become a vehicle for a much broader 
rejection of institutional complacency. The issue that brings 
young people onto the streets is often not the entire issue. It 
becomes the point at which accumulated frustration finally  
finds expression.  

India’s version is distinctive because the initial grievance was 
so intimately connected to the life chances of young people. 
Competitive examinations determine access to jobs, professional 
education and, for millions of families, years of sacrifice. When 
examination integrity is questioned, the state is not failing in 
some distant administrative sphere. It is interfering with the 
perceived fairness of the social contract. But the more consequential 
development may be what follows the protest. 

A generation that has discovered its collective ability to force 
a response may become less willing to accept institutional failure 
elsewhere. That explains why questions about schools, policing, 
judicial conduct, public spending, the Election Commission’s 
conduct and political accountability can now be connected to 
the same emerging civic consciousness. 

There is, however, a danger in romanticising this transformation. 
Anger is an effective mobiliser but a poor substitute for institutional 
design. Movements can expose failures much faster than they 
can construct credible alternatives. They can also fragment, 
become personality-driven or acquire partisan agendas. The 
experience of other Gen Z movements shows that political 
mobilisation does not automatically produce democratic renewal. 

For CJP, therefore, the challenge is demanding. It must preserve 
the energy of a movement while developing the discipline of a 
civic institution. It must distinguish evidence from allegation, 
scrutiny from spectacle and independence from partisan 
opposition. Most importantly, its standards of accountability 
must apply equally to governments, political opponents, allies 
and itself. 

That is also where the movement’s significance extends beyond 
CJP. If India’s younger citizens begin to regard questioning 
authority as a normal civic responsibility rather than an act of 
political defiance, the consequences could be profound. Governments 
may discover that concessions after a crisis are no longer enough. 
Institutions may face continuous scrutiny rather than occasional 
outrage.  The real change, then, would not be another government 
falling or another minister resigning. It would be a generation 
deciding that citizenship means asking why ~ and refusing to 
stop asking when the answer is unsatisfactory. 

Umpire  on  trial 

Beyond  Protest 

The problem begins when 
employment becomes the sole 
lens through which the value of 
education is judged. When that 
happens, education risks 
becoming a transaction in which 
a student acquires a credential, 
an institution delivers a 
qualification and society expects 
the qualification to produce a 
job. Somewhere in this 
transaction, the larger purpose 
of education often disappears 
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Fairness 
Sir, Recent media reports of differences 

and objections within the Election Commission 
of India have raised legitimate questions 
about the functioning of one of the country’s 
most important constitutional institutions.  

These reports should neither be exaggerated 
into allegations of wrongdoing nor dismissed 
without proper examination. The Election 
Commission occupies a unique position in 
India’s democratic framework.  

Its credibility depends not only on 
conducting elections but also in ensuring 
that people have confidence in the  
transparency and fairness of the electoral 
process. Questions relating to electoral rolls, 
voter additions and deletions, and administrative 
procedures therefore deserve clear explanations 
and, where necessary, independent scrutiny 
is required.  

Internal discussion or disagreement 

within a constitutional body is not necessarily 
a weakness. Indeed, reasoned dissent can 
be a healthy feature of institutional 
decision-making.   

A truly independent constitutional authority 
should welcome legitimate questions and 
provide convincing answers. In a democracy, 
elections must not merely be held. Transparency, 
accountability and institutional independence 
are to be ensured to safeguard the democratic 
values and fairness governance. 

Yours, etc., Ravi Chandra Sekhar Rao, 
Kharagpur, 25 September. 

 

ECI has failed 
Sir, The latest revelations of internal 

matters related to the Election Commission 
of India have further deepened suspicions 
about the functioning of that body. The 
investigation conducted by a national daily 
has exposed many dangerous subversions 

in the process of preparing electoral rolls. 
The worse among them is the capability of 
centralised data system to override the 
ruling of the electoral registration officer at 
the ground level. If the dissent of two out of 
three election commissioners couldn’t effect 
the final outcome, it is a serious issue.  The 
Election Commission of India has failed in 
delivering its constitutional duty.   

Yours, etc., Dr DVG Sankara Rao, ex MP,   
Vizianagaram, 24 September. 

 

Troubling 
Sir,  The ongoing controversy surrounding 

the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
and the mass deletion of voters during the 
Special Intensive Revision raises deep 
concerns about institutional independence.  

To many critics and opposition groups 
like the Cockroach Janata Party, the 
commission’s actions appear less like neutral 

bureaucracy and more like the conduct of 
an obedient servant catering to the interests 
of the ruling BJP government.  

When internal dissent among commissioners 
is dismissed as mere administrative friction 
rather than a red flag for democratic erosion, 
public trust is severely compromised.  

For an institution tasked with safeguarding 
the bedrock of our democracy, the appearance 
of alignment with the ruling party's political 
agenda signals a troubling shift from public 
accountability to political subservience. 

Yours, etc., Rajakumar Arulanandham, 
Tirunelveli, 25 September.
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Like so many Bengalis, I am a die-hard 
fan of the legendary Uttam Kumar. I 
vividly remember the first time I saw 
him on screen: it was a Sunday evening 

in the 1980s, and I was just twelve or thirteen 
years old. 

My parents and I had gathered around our 
black-and-white ‘Uptron’ TV to watch 'Saptapadi' 
on Kolkata Doordarshan. 

My admiration for the ‘Mahanayak’ is a family 
trait shared deeply by my late father, who was 
even fortunate enough to see him in person. 

It was either the late 1960s or early ’70s, and 
my father was pursuing his M.Com. One day, 
my father heard that his favourite hero would 
be attending a cultural program at the Star 
Theatre near Hati Bagan. 

Not wanting to miss the chance of a lifetime, 
he rushed to the venue the very day tickets went 
on sale. To his surprise, the popular actor Anup 
Kumar was personally manning the counter 
that morning and handed my father his ticket.  

The effort paid off handsomely; on the night 
of the show, my father’s dream came true as he 
watched Uttam Kumar, elegantly clad in a 
traditional dhuti-punjabi, from just a few feet 
away. 

Because I was born in the same year that the 
‘Mahanayak’ passed away, I never had the chance 
to see him. However, I consider myself incredibly 
lucky to have touched the edges of his cinematic 
world. 

I once met the legendary Supriya Devi, chatted 
with her for a few minutes, and even got her 
autograph. I also watched a live theatre performance 
featuring Uttam Kumar’s brother, Tarun Kumar, 
and had the good fortune of meeting Lily 
Chakraborty, his brilliant co-star from the classic 
film ‘Deya Neya’.

GANPATI PROCESSION 

HINDUS PROTEST 
AGAINST 
MAGISTRATE’S 
ORDER 
Yeotmal, Sept. 

As a protest against a magisterial order 
prohibiting music and bhajan parties in the 
Ganpati procession in the vicinity of a mosque 
at Darwha, Hindus have resolved not to immerse 
the images unless and until they are allowed to 
take them, in procession with music. At a public 
meeting hold last night a resolution was passed 
protesting against the order, and a committee 
was elected to take measures to assert what the 
Hindus consider their right. The meeting also 
resolved to observe complete hartal to-day. A 
message from Mehkar in the Buldana District 
reports similar trouble. There also a committee 
has b e en forme d to  carr y the matter  to  
“its logical consequences,” and to mark the  
local indignation hartal has been declared for 
November 21. 

 
 

BOXING IN CALCUTTA 

KID LEWIS TO MEET 
MILTON KUBE 

Efforts to arrange a return contest between 
Battling Kid Lewis and Gunboat Jack have so 
far been unsuccessful as the latter finds it 
impossible to leave his business for sufficient 
time to enable him to train. It will be recalled 
that Battling Kid Lewis only lost by the narrowest 
margins at the end of a brilliant fifteen round 
contest when the men first met in Calcutta in 
August, and Lewis has now issued an open 
challenge, which has been accepted by Milton 
Kubes. The men are expected to meet at the 
Globe Theatre on October 8 over fifteen rounds 
at the middle-weight limit. 

 
 

DEATH OF SHIKARI 

HEART FAILURE 
AFTER GAME 
SHOOTING 
(From Our Correspondent.) 
Secunderabad, Sept., 

The death took place suddenly from heart 
failure of Mr. Bhownani, Superintending Engineer, 
Hyderabad City Improvement Board, while big 
game shooting in the Pataveharuvu jungles. The 
remains were brought to Hyderabad yesterday 
for interment. Mr. Bhownani was a popular 
figure in Hyderabad and the news of his sudden 
death came as a shock to his numerous friends. 

ACROSS 
 

9    Fit pair to be worn 

by Latvian 

hunchback (9) 

10  Worker traps 

extremely gullible 

negotiator (5) 

11  Soppy mouth 

attracting kiss 

from drunken lips? 

(7) 

12 Obscure English

knight against 

European from 

the East (7) 

13  Worn-out fossil 

one to throw 

away (5) 

14  One to march or 

stroll about in old 

crown 

dependency (9) 

16  Regularly he�s in 

suspect Yemen 

gallery CIA target 

(5,2,3,5) 

19  Reptile displays 

pride in Tarsus 

recklessly (9) 

21  Workers organised 

to run in short 

jacket (5) 

22  King needs a wash, 

mum reflected in 

capital (7) 

23  Dull reporter 

saying something 

cutting? (7) 

24  Refuse to be 

carried in this 

cruise ship? (5) 

25  Sound shortened 

in shout to 

encourage 

Maurice? (9) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Up there: some 

endlessly stormy 

god (10) 

2    Get weight 

reduced somehow 

� cook using this 

(3,5) 

3    Swimmer takes 

position 

restricting current 

(6) 

4    Urge charming 

female to go 

topless (4) 

5    Meet old man 

entertaining men 

say (10) 

6    Location likely to 

see better girl 

embracing star 

(3,5) 

7    Days initially lost 

in broadcast 

confused situation 

(6) 

8    One in flight has 

tantrums when 

climbing (4) 

14  Not prepared for 

away match  

(3-7) 

15  Writer�s Christmas 

card impressing 

bird no end  

(4,6) 

17  Freeholders from 

the Old Country 

Railway  

(8) 

18  Sceptical sort 

acting so 

atrociously (8) 

20  Fur coat owner�s 

hesitant 

admission?  

(6) 

21  Jerk outside court 

with adult 

signalling of 

course (3-3) 

22  Flesh and blood 

covering fifty pots 

fired here  

(4) 

23  On radio man 

would listen (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25
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NOW AND AGAIN

Last SundayÊs Solution

DR SIMRAN KESHWANI 
 

The most demanding test of 
India's leadership of the 
Global South begins after 
the visiting delegations 

leave. Following the BRICS summit 
in New Delhi on September 12 and 
13, the question is how its ambitions 
will change the choices available to 
developing countries. Can they 
borrow on better terms, build 
industries and retain more of the 
value their economies generate? 
India's influence will deepen if its 
diplomacy helps answer these 
questions.  

The changing world order is often 
described through the rise and decline 
of great powers. Yet power also resides 
in less visible places: the lender 
deciding whether a project can proceed, 
the company controlling a critical 
component, or the institution defining 
an export standard. More countries 
may gain a place in diplomatic 
negotiations while these practical 
sources of dependence remain 
concentrated. India's opportunity is 
to turn demands for a greater say 
into the capacity to finance, produce 
and negotiate on better terms. This 
requires a precise understanding of 
the Global South. It brings together 
countries with different political 
systems, resources and vulnerabilities. 
A small island state seeking protection 
against climate damage has different 
priorities from an oil exporter or a 
manufacturing economy. Their common 

ground is a desire for greater influence 
over decisions affecting their development. 
Cooperation becomes possible when 
it addresses a specific shared constraint, 
without demanding agreement on 
every geopolitical dispute. 

The New Delhi Declaration offers 
an opening.  It  welcomed the 
establishment of the India Centre 
for BRICS Industrial Competencies 
and supported developing a solar 
photovoltaic cooperation roadmap. 
These commitments matter because 
the ability to manufacture, maintain 
and improve technology shapes a 
country's bargaining position. They 
also require careful interpretation. 
An institution's establishment is a 
starting point; a proposed roadmap 
still needs financing, participating 
firms and a route to implementation. 

Clean energy reveals what is at 
stake. A country can install solar 
panels rapidly while depending on 
imported components and foreign 
technical expertise. Deployment can 
lower energy costs and emissions, 
but industrial learning requires 
additional arrangements. Using 2024 
data, the International Energy Agency's 
Energy Technology Perspectives 
2026 estimates that China held 
around 85 per cent of solar supply-chain 
production capacity. Cheap equipment 
has helped expand access to clean 
power. Such concentration also gives 
developing countries a reason to 
cultivate additional suppliers and 
capabilities. India should therefore 
use its partnerships to build selected 

parts of clean-energy industries 
across participating economies. The 
objective would be practical 
specialisation: locally serviceable 
equipment, trained technicians and 
firms capable of meeting reliable 
quality standards. It would be wasteful 
to promise every partner a complete 
solar manufacturing chain. Countries 
should identify activities suited to 
their markets and workforce, then 
negotiate the investment and knowledge 
needed to enter them. 

Finance determines whether this 
approach is credible. The IEA's 2025 
survey found that the cost of capital 
for renewable power and battery 
projects in emerging and developing 
economies was at least twice that in 
advanced economies, with considerable 
variation between countries. A 
technically sound project can therefore 
struggle before construction begins. 
Cooperation that supplies machinery 
without addressing financing and 
payment risks may leave a partner 
with equipment it cannot afford to 
deploy widely. A useful next step 
would be a small group of willing 
countries jointly developing projects 
around a shared need, such as reliable 
electricity for food processing. 
Development banks could help 
finance preparation and assess 
carefully limited guarantees. Participating 
governments could coordinate 
technical specifications and purchasing 
schedules, giving suppliers a clearer 
market. Contracts should include 
maintenance training and realistic 

opportunities for local firms. Public 
guarantees must disclose their fiscal 
exposure, and projects must remain 
viable under plausible currency and 
demand shocks. 

There is already evidence that 
relatively modest cooperation can 
produce observable results. An April 
2026 update from the United Nations 
Office for South-South Cooperation 
reported that an India-UN Development 
Partnership Fund initiative in Zambia 
had helped more than 34,000 users 
adopt digital payments for essential 
services. Women accounted for 72 
per cent of those users. The example 
concerns financial access, but its 
wider lesson is relevant: a defined 
local problem and a delivery partnership 
give cooperation a purpose that can 
be evaluated. Applying this discipline 
to industrial partnerships would 
require India to accept a reciprocal 
bargain. Partner countries will want 
their own suppliers to learn and 
compete. Indian firms would gain 
markets and durable commercial 
relationships, while sharing some 
technical knowledge and supporting 
local participation. An arrangement 
that leaves the partner permanently 
dependent on a single vendor would 
weaken India's claim to offer greater 
autonomy. Contracts should allow 
competitive servicing and protect 
the partner's ability to change suppliers. 

These partnerships should also 
remain open to useful finance and 
technology from outside the Global 
South. India and the European 
Union conclude d fre e -trade 
negotiations in January 2026. That 
development illustrates the scope 

for pursuing relationships across 
institutional divides. European 
investment, Japanese technology 
or multilateral finance could contribute 
to  proje cts  chosen by 
developing-country partners. The 
governing question should be 
whether the terms expand productive 
capacity  and preser ve lo cal 
decision-making. This approach 
would benefit India beyond export 
earnings. Firms operating in several 
markets could learn to produce for 
different climatic conditions, incomes 
and regulatory settings. Shared 
technical work could help participating 
governments argue more effectively 
over international standards. Countries 
receiving useful support would 
have concrete reasons to sustain 
cooperation with India. These gains 
would emerge from relationships 
built through delivery, and would 
remain contingent on the quality 
of that delivery. 

The immediate task is to choose 
a manageable number of projects 
and publish what they achieve. 
Evaluation should follow financing 
costs, reliable service and the 
capabil it ies retained by local 
organisations. Partners should help 
define those measures and have 
access to the contracts and results. 
Disappointing projects should be 
corrected or discontinued. India's 
ambition to shape the world order 
will gain substance when cooperation 
gives other countries a stronger 
hand in shaping their own development. 

 
The writer researches international political 
economy, industrial development and India’s clean 
energy transition.

RUDRASHIS DATTA 
 

A person sits down to read 
an article on a smartphone. 
Before the first paragraph 
is finished, a notification 

appears. A message is checked. One 
social-media application is opened. 
A short video plays automatically. 
A news headline catches the eye. 
Then an advertisement appears. An 
hour later, the original article remains 
unfinished. 

This seemingly ordinary experience 
captures one of the defining economic 
realities of the digital age: our 
attention has become a commodity. 
We often say that information is 
the new currency. But information 
is  abundant and increasingly 
inexpensive. What is scarce is the 
human capacity to notice, process 
and remember it. In a world overflowing 
with content, the most valuable 
resource may therefore be the limited 
number of hours during which 
human beings can pay attention. 

The term “attention economy” 
describes an environment in which 
human attention is treated as a 
scarce resource that businesses 
compete to capture and monetise. 
Traditional businesses generally 
sold products or services. Digital 
platforms often operate differently. 
Many provide services to users at 
little or no direct monetary cost 
while generating revenue through 
advertising, subscriptions, data-driven 
targeting or commercial transactions. 

In such a system, attracting and 
retaining attention becomes enormously 
important. The longer a user remains 
on a platform, the more opportunities 
exist to display advertisements, 
recommend content or encourage 
further engagement. A user's attention 
therefore has economic value even 
when the user is not directly paying 
for the service. This helps explain 
why digital platforms are filled with 
notifications, recommendations, 
autoplay videos, personalised feeds 
and endless scrolling. These features 
are not accidental. They are designed 
to reduce friction between one piece 
of content and the next. 

The competition for attention is 
not new. Newspapers have long 
used headlines to attract readers. 
Radio and television developed 
formats designed to retain audiences 
between advertisements. Magazines 
used photographs, cover stories and 
sensational headlines to encourage 
purchases. What has changed in 
the digital age is the scale, speed 
and personalisation of the competition. 

A newspaper has a limited front 
page. A television channel has a 
fixed schedule. A digital platform 
can offer every user a constantly 
changing stream tailored to individual 
behaviour. Algorithms can observe 
what people click, watch, ignore, 
share or revisit. They can then use 
those signals to predict what might 
attract attention next. The result is 
an extraordinarily personalised 
media environment. Two people 
sitting next to each other may inhabit 
entirely different information worlds 
because their digital feeds are 
responding to different histories of 
behaviour. Interestingly, attention 
is not captured merely through 
information. It is often captured 
through emotion. Anger, fear, curiosity, 
amusement, outrage and surprise 
can all encourage people to stop 
scrolling and engage with content. 
This creates a difficult problem: the 
information most capable of attracting 
attention is not necessarily the 
information most useful to society. 

A careful explanation of a complicated 
policy may require several minutes 
of reading. A provocative headline 
may capture attention in seconds. 
A thoughtful argument may receive 
modest engagement, while an 
outrageous claim spreads rapidly. 
This creates a structural tension 
between what is important and 
what is attention-grabbing. 

When clicks, views, shares and 
comments become measures of 
success, content producers may 
have incentives to optimise for 
engagement rather than accuracy, 
depth or public value. 

The attention economy does not 
merely compete for the hours we 
spend online. It can also affect how 

we use our minds. Constant notifications 
and rapid switching between 
applications encourage fragmented 
attention. A person may simultaneously 
read a message, listen to music, 
monitor social media and work on 
a document. Multitasking can create 
the feeling of productivity, but 
frequent switching carries cognitive 
costs. Deep work requires sustained 
concentration, working memory 
and the ability to resist distraction. 

This is particularly important for 
students. A student preparing for 
an examination may have access to 
thousands of educational videos 
and digital resources. Yet the same 
device that provides those resources 
also provides entertainment, social 
media and endless distractions. The 
challenge is no longer simply access 
to information. It is the ability to 
determine which information deserves 
attention. The commercialisation 
of attention raises particularly 
important questions about children. 
Young people are growing up with 
devices that combine communication, 
entertainment, education, gaming 
and advertising. The competition 
for their attention begins early. 
Children naturally seek novelty and 
stimulation. Digital platforms can 
provide both in extraordinary 
quantities. 

This does not mean that all screen 
use is harmful. Digital technology 
can support learning, creativity, 
communication and social connection. 
The problem emerges when digital 
stimulation becomes so dominant 
that slower activities - reading, 
conversation, physical play, reflection 
and uninterrupted study - appear 
boring. Parents therefore face a new 
responsibility: not simply deciding 
how much technology children 
should use, but teaching them how 
to control their attention. 

One of  the most troubling 
consequences of the attention 
economy is the amplification of 
polarising content. Social-media 
systems often measure engagement 
rather than truth. If provocative 
material generates strong reactions, 
it can receive greater visibility. This 

can create a cycle: attention produces 
engagement; engagement produces 
visibility; visibility produces more 
attention. The cycle can reward 
sensationalism. 

Political misinformation, conspiracy 
theories and inflammatory posts 
can spread rapidly because they 
provoke emotional reactions. The 
problem is not only that false 
information exists; it always has. 
The problem is that digital systems 
can distribute it at extraordinary 
speed and scale. The citizen becomes 
not merely a consumer of information 
but a participant in its circulation. 
Every click, share and comment can 
contribute to the visibility of content. 

The attention economy is also 
closely connected to personal data. 
Digital platforms can learn a great 
deal from patterns of behaviour: 
what we watch, where we linger, 
what we search for, what we buy 
and what we ignore. This creates a 
paradox. Users may believe they 
are receiving personalised services 
for free, while the platform gains 
valuable information n about their 
preferences and behaviour. 

Personalisation can make technology 
more convenient. But it also raises 
difficult questions about privacy, 
consent and surveillance. These are 
no longer purely technological questions. 
They are questions of public policy 
and ethics. The remedy lies in a 
sustained effort to reclaim attention. 
The first step is recognising that 
distraction is not always a personal 
failure. Digital environments are 
deliberately engineered to make 
continued engagement easy. Individuals 
can nevertheless create boundaries. 
Turning off non-essential notifications, 
keeping phones away while studying, 
setting periods without social media, 

avoiding screens immediately before 
sleep and deliberately engaging in 
long-form reading can help rebuild 
concentration. 

Schools and colleges can also 
teach digital literacy. Students need 
to understand not only how to use 
technology but also how digital 
platforms influence behaviour. The 
ability to ask “Why am I seeing 
this?” may become as important as 
knowing “What does this say?” 

There is perhaps a larger philosophical 
question beneath the economics of 
clicks and views: Who owns our 
attention? Our attention is deeply 
connected with our autonomy. What 
we repeatedly attend to influences 
what we remember, what we believe, 
what we desire and ultimately what 
kind of person we become. If 
commercial systems continuously 
compete to determine what we 
notice, then protecting attention 
becomes a question of individual 
freedom. The twentieth century 
required citizens to become literate 
enough to read newspapers, books 
and official documents. The twenty-first 
century requires another form of 
literacy: attention literacy. We need 
to understand how algorithms work, 
why certain content attracts us, how 
advertising influences behaviour 
and how constant digital interruption 
affects concentration. Most importantly, 
we need to learn that not everything 
demanding our attention deserves 
it. The ability to ignore something 
may be as important as the ability 
to discover something. In the digital 
age, attention is being bought, sold, 
measured and manipulated on an 
unprecedented scale. Yet it remains 
ultimately a human capacity. 

 
The writer is Assistant Professor in English, 
Pritilata Waddedar Mahavidyalaya, Nadia.

We need attention literacy

India’s leadership test begins now
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Image: AI

Shop till you don’t! The desi 
twist to a dopamine chase

From cart-ghosting to mock checkout, the Korean fad offers the thrill of fake-ordering 
food, gadgets & holidays with Indian coders behind several of these sites

Sneha.Bhura@timesofindia.com

T
he cart is full, the order is placed 
and the delivery is on its way. Ex-
cept you paid nothing, and nothing 
is coming. By late May, a South 
Korean trend of  ‘dopamine web-

sites’ — fake e-commerce and lifestyle sites 
that mimicked the ritual of  online shopping 
— had started circulating, without ever deliv-
ering the burger, sneakers or holiday package 
you booked. A country famous for viral inter-
net trends, from Mukbang and Dalgona coffee 
to glass skin, had found a new one: a satirical 
cure for online shopping addiction. Soon, the 
question was whether Indian users had 
caught the bug too.

They had, but not in the way anyone ex-
pected. Scratch the surface and several sites 
— some racking up millions of  impressions 
— had a distinctly Indian backend. From two 
20-something friends in Udaipur to an engi-
neer in Mumbai selling pharmaceutical ma-
chinery by day, and a UPSC aspirant in Old 
Rajinder Nagar, all had read about the Korean 
trend and decided to build their own versions 
of  phantom storefronts online. Curiously, 
though, Indian audiences aren’t quite ready 
to confront their own midnight cravings and 
cart ghosting yet, and several Indian-built 
sites are now catering to an audience abroad. 

MADE IN INDIA 
One such site is FoodNeverComes, built by 
Udaipur software developers Purvansh Par-
mar and Anshul, both in their twenties and 
frequently mistaken for South Korean. Here, 
you order a dish and watch a fake delivery 
tracker crawl towards your door for three or 
five agonising minutes. Your delivery agent 
might be a singing cat or Gary the snail.  Even-
tually, they call to say they can’t deliver your 
Katsu curry because they can’t find your door, 
your street or even your city, and that there 
never really was any food to begin with be-
cause you didn’t even pay.

Their English-and-Chinese website, with 
“22 kitchens, 327 dishes and 319 recipes”, has 
received international coverage. “After it went 
live on June 24, we experimented with adding 
our own personal handles. But as soon as we 
did that, our traffic dropped by 96%,” says 
Parmar. “Ninety-six”. He says it twice. “May-
be they don’t like Indians much.” Their names 
came off  and, he says, the traffic returned.

The site has had around 92,000 active users 
and “more than a million recorded events”. 
The food isn’t real, but the recipes are. “Why 
would we give fake recipes? A recipe blog of  
ours has even climbed Google’s second page,” 
he says with pride. Ask him whether the site 
solves an addiction or simply points at one, 
and he gets almost professorial. “Honestly, the 
site works more like a poem than an app. Every-
one reads it differently,” says Parmar. The duo 
has since extended the idea to travel with 
TripNeverLeaves, which plays on ticketing 
platforms, but rooted in the notion of  ‘all the 
escape, none of  the stress’. “In real-life too, one 
person is doing all the planning, but others are 
in it just for the hit. They will share thoughts 
but then say things like ‘My father said no’ or 
make up some excuse. People actually get do-
pamine out of  such things,” says Parmar. 

But the impulse these sites parody isn’t 
entirely new. Shoppers have long browsed, 
filled carts and walked away without buying. 
The difference is that dopamine sites have 
made the abandoned cart the product itself.

Globally, about seven in ten online carts 
are abandoned before a purchase, according 
to Baymard Institute, which averages data 
from 50 e-commerce studies. Not every aban-
doned cart represents a frustrated purchase. 
Shoppers also use them to compare prices or 
park things they fancy.

Delhi-based entrepreneur Sonali Sokhal 
loves loading her cart with clothes and foot-
wear on sites like Ajio, Nykaa and Myntra 
whenever she’s bored or overwhelmed. 
“Twenty dresses sitting in my cart and sud-

denly, life feels good,” she says. Months later, 
if  she still wants something, she can “ruth-
lessly” trim the pile.

When FoodNeverComes began trending, 
Sokhal tried it and found make-believe order-
ing oddly comforting. “Instead of  playing 
solitaire, I can just fake-buy. With the food 
sites, I can order anything with zero conse-
quences,” she says. Her only complaint? 
“Someone needs to build one of  these for 
clothes too.”

There may be something to the pleasure 
of  shopping without owning anything. Cog-
nitive neuroscientist and consumer-behav-
iour expert Shikher Chaudhary says much of  
shopping’s reward lies in anticipation — 
browsing, choosing and imagining ourselves 
with a purchase — while the eventual arrival 
can be less exciting. “The actual pain point in 
the journey isn’t the price being too high, it’s 
the literal moment of  payment: watching 
money leave your account. That’s the one part 
of  the process people instinctively want to 
avoid,” says Chaudhary.

Whether or not they curb an actual pur-
chase, India’s developers have begun finding 
other ways to keep that make-believe reward 
going. Take Bhukkad, an app started by Mum-
bai engineer Akshay Joshi, 31, who sells phar-
maceutical machinery otherwise. His version 
comes with food gifting, a cravings log and 
Guddu, a mascot who must be kept fed. “Gud-
du has hunger cycles similar to humans. 
Whenever you order mock food, it feeds the 
mascot. Sometimes, Guddu rejects the food at 
random if  he doesn’t like it or if  the quality 
isn’t as expected,” says Joshi. Users can turn 
those cravings into Instagram Stories. “It 
looks good, it’s relatable and attracts DMs, 
which is the whole point. We swap the dopa-
mine of  ordering with the dopamine of  shar-
ing. You can also ‘gift’ food to a friend. Fake 
food, but the gesture is real,” says Joshi, who 
believes his app offers a solution to the very 
modern problem of  wanting to be seen want-
ing food, and perhaps wanting someone else 
to send it to you. “We as a society are still not 
addressing the huge online ordering frenzy 
as a behavioural pattern. Throughout evolu-
tion, food has always been scarce,” says Joshi, 
who believes our “monkey brains” have a 

rough time resisting the targeted advertising 
on delivery apps. 

CART BLANCHE 
Where FoodNeverComes sticks to food, and 
Bhukkad builds around cravings, DopeEat 
pushes the premise towards aspirational con-
sumerism. “I added a ‘Dope Shop’ feature 
where you can shop for things people dream 
of. You can see a PS5, an Airwrap, an iPhone 
or even a car,” says founder Prakhar Shukla, 
25, a civil services aspirant in Delhi who built 
the site using an AI tool between study ses-
sions. He dropped a couple of  Instagram com-
ments about it, went to sleep and woke up to 
traffic from the US and Asia. The biggest hits, 
he says, remain junk food like burgers from 
MacDope, fried chicken from DFC, pizza from 
Dopeminos, nachos from Taco Hell, and chaat 
from Jaldiram’s. 

Then there is the money. Shukla added a 
tip button, and people actually paid him. “I 
received a $100 tip from someone in the US. 
Then I think someone from Malaysia or Indo-
nesia also tipped me; someone had sent $20, 
and someone else $30,” says Shukla, who in-
forms that the tipping jar is still ringing. 

A stranger overseas tipping in dollars for 
a fake McD’s order built by a civil services 
aspirant between study sessions may best 
capture how far the trend has travelled, where 
even fake delivery can generate real money.

Some Indian fake-shopping sites don’t even 
preach about consumerism-gone-mad. DopeM-
int has built a catalogue of  very Indian everyday 
defeats, priced at zero rupees and marked down 
80% from nothing. Anti-Aunty Earbuds that 
promise to ‘Block “beta, shaadi kab?” at 40,000 
Hz’, or an Instant Six-Pack Sticker that ‘Peels 
off  with your dignity after one samosa’. Each 
item comes with a fabricated discount, fake star 
rating, and a counter of  people “pretending to 
buy”. A site-wide tally claims 412,908 people are 
doing just that, while Rs 2.93 crore has been 
“saved by buying nothing”. 

There’s also a 30-day “spend nothing” chal-
lenge, a confessions page, fake customer tes-
timonials, and bestsellers such as ‘athleisure 
for the sofa’. Whoever built it didn’t want to 
talk when contacted by this reporter. Perhaps 
because the website talks plenty.

I added a ‘Dope Shop’ where you can shop for things 
people dream of — a PS5, an Airwrap, an iPhone or 

even a car. But the biggest hits remain burgers from MacDope, 
DFC fried chicken, Dopeminos pizza, and Jaldiram’s chaat 

Prakhar Shukla, 25, founder of a dopamine food delivery app

ORDER, ORDER: They look like e-shopping sites, complete with checkout and delivery tracker, but 
no money changes hands and nothing arrives; the delivered parcel exists only in the imagination  

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesofindia.com

Y
ou may believe that a road 
rage investigation involv-
ing a collision and verbal 
altercation can hardly 

spiral into an inquisition. Journal-
ist Abhishek Upadhyay discovered 
it the hard way that the long arm 
of  the law can stretch backwards 
in time into a person’s digital world 
— a gated and private enclave of  
an individual — to mine informa-
tion far beyond what’s required. 

When Upadhyay was faced with 
an FIR in Aug and what he consid-
ered to be intrusive prying into his 
personal life and work, he rushed 
to the Supreme Court. The Ghazia-
bad police had sought access to his 
phone records from June 1 on-
wards to investigate a road rage 
incident that allegedly took place 
on Aug 18 this year.

He told the court that the police 
had also sought data from social 
media intermediaries, including 
YouTube and X, covering a period 
well before the date of  the alleged 
offence. This included Upadhyay’s 
international mobile equipment 
identity (IMEI) number, which 
uniquely identifies a mobile device.

Interestingly, it was Upadhyay 
who had flagged the misappropri-
ation of  donations at the Ayodhya 
temple and alleged that he was 
being framed for that. SC then 
questioned the police, asking it to 
explain why the information was 

needed, putting a pause to what 
appeared to be a search for un-
earthing his sources as Upadhayay 
alleged. It stayed his arrest, too.

The tussle between evidence 
gathering by investigative agen-
cies and an individual’s right to 
privacy and against self-incrimi-
nation is, however, only intensify-
ing. The implementation of  
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam 
(BSA) and Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) in July 
2024 set the stage for the conflict.

WIDE-RANGING POWERS
Legal experts say the law doesn’t 
have enough safeguards to protect 
individuals. Anuj Berry, lawyer 
and partner at law firm Trilegal, 
says the laws were designed for 
physical “filing cabinets”, not de-
vices holding a lifetime of  data.

Under the Indian Evidence Act, 
enacted in 1872, a search-and-sei-
zure operation by the police meant 
a physical search of  the suspect’s 
house by checking cupboards and 
safes, and looking under the bed. 
The boundaries were clear, visible 
and tangible. “When BNSS expand-
ed these powers to include electron-
ic communication, it added no 
corresponding safeguards. The law 
conflates seizure (taking the de-
vice) with search (examining its 
contents). Once seized, no separate 
authorisation is needed to image 
(mirror) the device,” Berry says. 

And unlike a safe that may 

have a limited number of  con-
tents, our phones are now a portal 
to our lives. Cyber law expert 
Prashant Mali explains the scale 
of  the problem. “A phone is no 
longer merely an object, it is al-
most a digital autobiography of  
its owner, with chats, photo-
graphs, financial and health infor-
mation, location history, profes-
sional communication and, some-
times, confidential journalistic or 
legal sources. Therefore, seizing a 
handset and examining everything 
inside it cannot automatically 
mean the same thing,” he says. 

Berry points out another serious 
anomaly. “There is a regulatory 
asymmetry where real-time inter-
ception requires strict judicial over-
sight but accessing stored data on a 
seized phone requires none. The 
constitutional limit on compelling 
the revealing of  passwords or pro-
viding biometrics also remains un-
settled due to conflicting court deci-
sions.” Lawyers describe this as a 
“fishing and roving expedition” 
where an individual is arrested 
and his or her digital device 
seized and cloned even before the 
judicial process kicks in. 

Experts point out that in the 

Upadhyay case, access to phone re-
cords was demanded without any 
independent authorisation or show-
ing a requirement for information 
related to the June-to-August win-
dow. “The court happened to inter-
vene here because it was politically 
sensitive and was brought to its 
attention. In many cases, such mat-
ters may not come to the court’s 
attention at all,” says an academic. 

Without that scrutiny, the same 
absence of  oversight can play out 
far more brazenly. In Oct 2021, the 
Hyderabad police stopped commut-
ers on a busy street to check their 
phones for chats about drugs. It 
was only after a severe backlash 
that the police said it was part of  a 
crackdown but hastily withdrew 
the anti-drug drive.

As seen in Upadhyay’s case, le-
gal experts say agencies are often 
hoping to recover evidence which 
is a clear violation of  the right 
against self-incrimination. Several 
court orders have allowed police to 
access biometric details from the 
accused to unlock a phone while 
ruling that an accused cannot be 
forced to reveal his or her password. 
Cyber law expert Mridul Bhatt, 
writing in Indian Journal of  Law 
and Legal Research, says, “Howev-
er, this distinction collapses in prac-
tice because unlocking a phone by 
any method gives the police access 
to deeply testimonial content, mak-
ing the act of  unlocking functional-
ly equivalent to compelled self-in-
crimination.”

In Feb, two Jamia students had 
approached Delhi High Court, ask-
ing for their biometric data (col-
lected by Delhi Police when they 
were questioned for merely partic-
ipating in a campus protest in April 

2025) to be deleted. They also de-
manded that Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Act, 2022  — used to 
collect biometric details — be de-
clared unconstitutional and void for 
“disproportionately infringing on 
the right to privacy, right against 
self-incrimination, as well as the 
guarantee against arbitrary state 
action” which remains  pending be-
fore the court.

WHAT THE LAW LACKS
Experts agree that any state action 
to access personal digital data must 
meet the 2017 privacy judgment’s 
three-part test — legality, necessity 
and proportionality. It broadly 
means that there must be a law in 
place; the invasion of  privacy must 
be for a legitimate state aim, like 
solving a crime; and there must be 
a rational link between the aim and 
invasion. The state should not use a 
sledgehammer to crack a nut. The 
warrant or authorisation should 
effectively say what are you looking 
for, why do you believe it is there, 
what period of  data is relevant, and 
what offence does it relate to. “It 
should not be like ‘Give me your 
phone and I will first read your en-
tire life and then decide what may 
be relevant,’” says Mali.

A petition by the Foundation for 
Media Professionals seeking a digi-
tal doctrine has been pending since 
2022, following which a committee 
was set up by the Union govt in 2023 
but the issue has remained pending. 
Former SC judge Justice Madan 
Lokur says, “Experience of  the past 
few years is an indication that a law 
must be enacted with necessary con-
stitutional safeguards.”

Zealous investigative agencies, 
often pressed for time and resources 

when trying to 
catch criminals, may 
be tempted to bypass 
laws. They could, in 
fact, do worse. Earlier 
this month, grainy CCTV 
footage revealed what appeared 
to be two police personnel allegedly 
placing a phone in the house of  Noi-
da-based labour activist Srishti Gup-
ta. The activist had been arrested 
and her phone seized in April. Yet, 
the visuals appeared to show the 
police placing Srishti’s phone in her 
house to be “seized” later. Releasing 
the footage, Gupta’s lawyer accused 
the police of  “planting evidence”. 
The police have denied the allega-
tion but the jury is out on what may 
have happened.

Former Pune police commission-
er Meeran Chadha Borwankar says 
that time is of  the essence in inves-
tigations but officers do need to be 
trained in legal processes. “Clear 
rules help but a transparent and 

well-documented/video-recorded 
recovery of  any instrument used 
for a crime shall withstand judicial 
scrutiny. Our IOs need to be trained 
in legal processes involved in recov-
ery extensively and regularly,” she 
says. Berry explains how the legal 
process can help in this regard. “A 
reasoned court order must be ob-
tained to examine a device’s con-
tents, distinct from the order to 
seize it. In urgent cases, access must 
be regularised by a warrant within 
a fixed period (e.g., 48 hours), failing 
which the material becomes inad-
missible. The orders must specify 
the offence, categories of  data, date 
ranges and search terms. The ex-
amination must be confined to 
these defined terms.”

Why the law is yet to crack the digital privacy code

MISSING SHIELD
Jurisdictions in US, UK & EU ensure

Judicial authorisation before  
a digital device’s content can  
be accessed

Necessity and proportionality 
must be proved by the agency

Oversight and audit of this work 
by courts or independent bodies

Image: AI

Experts say sweeping search and seizure 
powers enjoyed by investigative agencies  

puts personal information and privacy at risk 
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‘Sunday ho ya Monday, roz khao ande’

H
ere’s another 80s trend worth going back 
to: an iconic tagline that egged on an entire 
generation to, well, eat more eggs. The ad 
campaign by the National Egg Co-ordina-

tion Committee (NECC) came at a time when poultry 
farmers were running dry, and India was grappling 
with severe malnutrition. It played a huge role in 
securing an ‘eggnostic’ consumer base in the country. 

Cut to the present. Eggs are no longer just a boring 
breakfast item — they form a part of  gym goals, en-
joy fancy names in street-cart preparations, and have 
a growing fan base among vegetarians. 

Akhilesh Chamoli started eating eggs in June, 
after a health scare prompted him to reconsider his 

diet. “I was feeling heavy-headed and 
restless,” recalls the 28-year-old 

Ghaziabad techie. “I found I had 
high cholesterol, thyroid issues, 
and vitamin deficiencies. I was 
advised to eat more protein.” But 
Chamoli comes from a family of  
staunch vegetarians. While 

mulling over whether to start on 
eggs, he saw several Instagram 

influencers recommending protein 
powders and bars. “When I compared 

the prices, I realised eggs were a cheaper and more 
convenient option.” Eating eggs has made a marked 
improvement in his health, he says. 

Moving out of  home and its cultural moorings often 
acts as a catalyst. IIT Bombay stu-
dent Jitendra M started eating 

eggs five years ago when he 
shifted to a hostel. Coming 
from a strictly vegetarian 
Telugu family, he struggled 
with the idea of  succumbing 
to eggs, but the dull, insipid 

vegetarian options helped him 
make up his mind. “The hostel 

food wasn’t giving me enough pro-
tein. Dry fruits were too expensive. Eggs were a 
much better bet,” says the 25-year-old. An avid 
swimmer, Jitendra noticed much faster muscle 
recovery once he included eggs in his diet. Of  
course, he is forced to revert to his “pure-veg” 
avatar when he goes back home as his mother 
refuses to have any eggs in her kitchen. 

Priyanka Singh’s mother has no clue that 
she and her sisters started eating eggs when they 

shifted from Jharkhand to Del-
hi for work. “Some friends told 
us we should try it. We liked the 
taste so much that we haven’t 
been able to stop,” says the 38-year-
old communications professional 
who eats at least two eggs a day.  

The numbers add up.  India’s 
egg consumption has almost dou-

bled over the last decade, according 
to the Animal Husbandry Statistics 

that records egg availability going up from 62 eggs 
per person per year in 2014-15 to 106 eggs in 2024-25. 

Shruti Marwaha, chief  commercial officer at D2C 
brand Licious, says their egg sales have pushed up by 
80% over the last year. “A meaningful share of  this is 
from consumers who identify as vegetarian but con-
sume eggs. Most of  our new-to-eggs customers today 
come from traditionally vegetarian households, a num-
ber that would have been unthinkable a decade ago.” 
There seems to be a cultural barrier that Gen Z is break-
ing, she says, adding, “Consumers are more open to 
reassessing old dietary boundaries when the reason is 
health, not just taste or tradition. This generational 
openness to questioning inherited food rules is one of  
the most lasting shifts in Indian food culture right now.” 

CLOCKING PROTEIN GOALS
Nutritionists have long extolled the virtues of  the 
humble egg. “It’s a complete protein source with all 
nine essential amino acids, along with vitamin B12, 
choline and selenium,” shares nutritionist Sayali 
Naik. “It offers a practical combination of  high-qual-
ity protein, affordability and convenience. For many 
Indians, adding an egg or two can be an easy way to 
improve their protein intake without making major 
changes to their diet.”

Naik has noticed a change in attitude among her 
vegetarian clients who struggled to meet their protein 

needs through regular meals. The taboo around eggs 
has weakened. “Some people who grew up considering 
eggs non-vegetarian have now become open to the idea 
after understanding their nutritional value,” she says.

Nutritionist Ishi Khosla agrees that the driving 
force is protein. “While gym-goers are primarily be-
hind this rise, doctors are also recommending more 
protein to patients recovering from illness or under-
going cancer therapy,” she says.  

Dr Ambuj Roy, professor of  cardiology at AIIMS 
Delhi, says it’s a boon for a carb-heavy India that’s 
chronically deficient in protein. “A 2025 ICMR study 
has shown how excess carbs have led to a high number 
of  people with diabetes and heart disease in India. 
Replacing carbs with protein reduces the chances of  
diabetes and prediabetes significantly,” he says. 

Don’t eggs raise one’s cholesterol? That belief  stems 
from older, highly exaggerated dietary guidelines, adds 
Dr Roy. There are very few super-responders whose 
lipids would shoot up with an egg. “For most people, 
even someone with heart disease, one egg a day is not 
a problem as long as it’s part of  a balanced diet.”

In a testament to the growing recognition of  its 
health benefits, states like West Bengal, Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh have continued with eggs in 
their midday meal schemes to tackle childhood mal-
nutrition despite protests. 

MORAL DILEMMA
There has long been a debate on eggs being veg or 
non-veg, with neither side ready to give in. The log-
ic and reasoning of  eggs being vegetarian remain 
controversial among those who hold that they are 
animal protein, and thus qualify as non-veg accord-

ing to their cultural and religious beliefs.
A hint of  the strong feelings that such a debate 

provokes comes from a contentious 2005 NECC advert 
depicting Mahatma Gandhi as brand ambassador to 
promote egg consumption. The advert had to be with-
drawn after a severe backlash from vegetarians. It 
referenced Gandhi’s paper ‘The moral basis of  veg-
etarianism’, where he pointed out, “A sterile egg 
never develops into a chick…. He who can take milk 
should have no objection to taking sterile eggs.”

Food science writer Krish Ashok agrees. “Vege-
tarianism allows animal products, provided there is 
no death of  the animal involved. Your reason for 
consuming milk and milk products is that the cow 
is not killed.” The same reasoning applies to a hen 
as it does not have to be killed for eggs, he says.

For Puneet Singhal, whose family members were 
involved in rearing cows for commercial milk distri-

bution, it was the illegal practice of  
injecting antibiotics and hormones 

into the animals that proved to be 
an eye-opener. “I saw them being 
injected to increase milk produc-
tion. It scared me enough to avoid 
milk and dairy products,” recalls 
the 30-year-old development con-

sultant. “After that, all I could 
think of  as a safe option was eggs.” 
And then there are lazy cooks like 

Ghaziabad-based architect Ketan Anand, for whom 
eggs are a godsend when the house help doesn’t turn 
up. “I switched to eating eggs about four months 
ago. Boiling a couple of  them is about all the effort 
I want to put into a meal,” he says. 

Additional reporting by Neetika Jha

MEET THE NEW 

EGGALITARIANS

States like West Bengal, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh have continued with eggs 
in their midday meal schemes to tackle 
childhood malnutrition despite protests

Vegetarians are warming up to eggs as a cheap and easy protein 
fix brought by changing lifestyle and living away from home 
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Sarfaraz Ahmed, head chef  at Tresind 
Mumbai, has plenty of  plates. Over 
10,000, at last count. There’s also as-
sorted crockery, cutlery and thingama-
jigs designed to bring something extra 
to the table. Collected from around the 
world, nearly half  the crockery comes 
from Studio RAW, which makes be-
spoke tableware, in the Netherlands.

Excessive? Perhaps not, when you do 
the maths. Tresind serves 60-75 people 
for dinner, which can mean some 900 
plates over 14 courses. Every time the 
menu changes, so do the plates and cut-
lery. “Everything on the plate tells a 
story. It usually starts with selecting 
the ingredients and deciding on the 
texture and the flavour. Then comes 
plating, keeping the guest’s experience 
in mind,” says Ahmed. “Will the guest 
be comfortable eating it is the guiding 
principle.”

Welcome to purposeful plating, 
where food is served to whet your curi-
osity as much as your appetite.

LOT ON THE PLATE

At the recently opened Raga by 
Gaggan in Delhi, Lick It Up is a popsi-
cle painted on the plate and is experi-
enced by licking it clean. Rydo Anton, 
chef  and cofounder, says plating be-
gins with the question: What should 
the guest feel before they understand 
what they are eating? “Curiosity, rec-
ognition, confusion and nostalgia can 
all be part of  the first bite.”

Its Golden Egg is a gilded egg resting 
on a crisp nest. The sight tickles the 
fancy, but it carries the old flavours of  
pani puri. “The form creates intrigue, 
but the flavour brings you immediately 
back to something deeply familiar,” 
says Anton.

Indian Accent, the OG in bringing 
purpose to plating in India, serves its 
palate cleanser in a toy pressure cook-
er. Its shorba comes in clay pottery 
cups, while ghee roast mutton and soya 
boti have been served in customised 
miniature copper pans.

At Bengaluru’s Farmlore, chef  

Johnson Ebenezer serves bites on a 
hand-glazed ceramic map of  
Karnataka, cut into three interlocking 
jigsaw pieces. He says his childhood 
Sundays listening to sermons in-
spired The Miracle Course: 
Loaves, Fishes and Cana. The 
plate for the crisp fish ripples 
like a desert 
while a foot-
ed stone-
ware goblet 
holds a clear 
p o u r . 
“Before a 
guest tastes 
anything, 
the vessels 
have set the 
scene,” he 
says.

Ahmed’s 
avocado chaat at Tresind is 
crowned by an unsweetened ghevar, 
its beehive-like form informing a pres-
entation involving honeycomb and 
fresh flowers. He says his plating has 
become restrained over the years. “As 
a young chef, you tend to overdo it. 
With age, experience and cooking 
sense, you become simpler and more 
elegant. You restrict yourself.”

BEYOND BEAUTY

Food expert, TV host and author 
Rashmi Uday Singh has had a ringside 
view of  this transformation. Some two 
decades ago, presentation was largely 
about fine crockery, “a few slashes or 
designs of  colourful sauces perhaps” 
and maybe edible flowers. Today, be-
sides bespoke vessels, the plate is part 
of  the storytelling.

Several forces converged to bring the 
plate here: greater disposable incomes, 
travel, especially gastrotourism, inter-
national restaurant awards, molecu-

lar gastronomy and social media. Also, 
restaurants themselves have changed. 
“Restaurants have overtaken most 
other forms of  entertainment and be-
come destinations in themselves. 
Moreover, food is one thing that in-
volves all the senses,” she says.

Singh mentions chef  Nikhil Nagpal 

at ITC Maurya’s Avartana, who pre-
sents thayir sadam in a see-through 
glass jar finished with dried red chilli, 
and Himanshu Saini at Tresind 
Studio in Dubai, who presents khich-
di on a marble cutout map of  India. “It 
is not only delicious but also a learn-
ing experience.”

That sense of  place is important for 
Rahul Sharma, chef  at Nila in 
Bengaluru. Its Ladakhi dishes are 
served on rocks, which recall those he 
saw at the Sangam where the Indus 
meets the Zanskar. His dish, Raktse 
Karpo Apricots, has flower-shaped 
apricots served on a rosemary plant, 

while Ladakhi Turnip uses a hol-
lowed-out turnip as the bowl for a cus-
tard and pickle made from the same 
tuber. “Plating should have a double 
impact on the diner: the first with how 
the dish looks, and the second with 
how it tastes and connects back to the 
ingredient and the story be-
hind it,” says Sharma.

At the newly re-
vamped Masque 
i n  M u m b a i , 
which opens its 
d o o r s  o n 
October 1, ex-
ecutive chef  
Varun Totlani 
is clear that 
ease of  eating is 
the guiding prin-
ciple. The team lays 
out its collection of  

customised plates—usually made by 
ceramicists in Bhopal. Totlani’s con-
siderations are surprisingly prosaic. 
Will sauce flow off  the edge? Does the 
cutlery glide smoothly on the dishes? 
Will the diner have to tilt a bowl to get 
the last spoonful of  broth? Will a 
steak knife grate awkwardly against 
a ridged plate? “Something can be 
super pretty but not convenient to 
eat, and that doesn’t work for me.”

NEW RULES ON THE TABLE

Across kitchens, a surprisingly con-
sistent plating rulebook exists. Fluff  is 
frowned upon. Says Shantanu 
Mehrotra, executive chef  at Indian 
Accent: “There is a very thin line be-
tween creative plating and gimmick-
ry.” A plate should be clean and consid-
ered, he says, rather than overloaded 

with garnishes. “Every element 
should have a reason for being there.”

Ahmed ensures everything on his 
plate is edible. For Totlani, flowers 
or microgreens make the cut only 
when their flavour matters. 
Sharma’s test is whether the presen-

tation supports the food or 
overwhelms it: “The 

moment presenta-
t i o n  b e c o m e s 

more important 
than food, it 
starts becom-
ing theatre.”

E b e n e z e r 
m a y  h a v e 
some method 

to the mad-
ness. He sketch-

es a rough layout 
of  each course, usu-

ally a map of  where things sit and 
where the eye lands, but at go time, 
intuition takes over. “The real de-
sign happens at the pass with the 
team. We plate it, step back, move 
things and plate it again.” 

His thumb rule: the vessel must 
serve the food and the diner should 
never have to wrestle with dinner. 
“Beauty without ease of  eating is a 
broken promise.”

PHONE EATS FIRST

There’s another diner permanently 
at the table: the phone camera. 
Totlani acknowledges it: “On social 
media, plating is No. 1 because you 
can’t taste through the phone.”

Singh points to what good plating 
can achieve: “Whimsical plating can 
create expectations the food may not 
live up to. When done well, visual 
presentation heightens anticipation, 
flavour and memory.”

Ultimately, the experience of  eating 
is what stays. As Anton says, “The 
real reveal should happen in the 
mouth, not on the screen.” Ebenezer 
recalls dining at Piazza Duomo in 
Piedmont, where chef  Enrico 
Crippa’s folded cards interpreted the 
dishes. “History was handed to me 
before my fork even moved. That’s 
the whimsy I chase now —not flowers 
and leaves for texture, but a small ob-
ject or story that changes how the 
plate is understood.”

For Anton, the line is whether pres-
entation changes the experience of  
eating. “For me, the test is clear: if  you 
remove the story, the unusual vessel 
and the theatrical presentation, does 
the food still taste delicious?” That is 
something to chew on.

nupur.amarnath@timesofindia.com

Waiter, There’s Art on My Plate
Is it golden egg or golgappa? Plates are the new canvas and chefs the new artists

The moment 
presentation 

becomes more important 
than food, it starts 
becoming theatre”
RAHUL SHARMA, 
chef & founder, Nila

Plating is becoming 
big, thanks to social 

media—you can’t taste 
through the phone”
VARUN TOTLANI,
chef, Masque

Beauty without ease 
of eating is a broken 

promise”
JOHNSON EBENEZER,
chef & cofounder, Farmlore

For me, the test is clear: if you remove the story, the 
unusual vessel and the theatrical presentation, does 

the food still taste delicious?”
RYDO ANTON, chef & cofounder, Raga by Gaggan

Nirmal John & Lijee Philip

E
arly this month, nine employee 
bodies of  the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
wrote a letter to chairman V 
Narayanan, who is also secre-
tary of  the Department of  
Space, on the future of  the 

agency. The gist of  their concern: Will the 
entry of  the private sector diminish one of  
India’s crown jewels? Will ISRO, they asked, 
be reduced to a “residual R&D boutique 
while the realisation of  the nation’s launch 
vehicles and the operation of  its launch infra-
structure pass out of  public hands?”

It is a worry anchored in the space agency’s 
stellar achievements. ISRO has, for decades, 
been a lone ray of  sunshine, inspiring and 
innovating despite the odds and even while 
working from within the lethargic, labyrin-
thine sarkari system.

The worry also comes on the trail of  the pri-
vate sector’s surprisingly quick strides into 
space, triggered by the Indian Space Policy 
2023. This advance was spurred by startups 
and supplemented by increased corporate 
participation.

Across the world, as states yield their mo-
nopoly to nimbler, venture-backed space 
startups, India is also betting that partnering 
with private enterprises can turn a national 
symbol into a global commercial titan. This 
transition is a delicate balancing act and re-
quires clarifying ISRO’s role—to its employ-
ees and the public at large.

ISRO has to empower commercial play-
ers without eroding its core capabilities 
and public trust.

BIG BOOM

The global shift to private enterprises in the 
space sector has been mostly triggered by 
NASA deciding to encourage private 
investment in the 1980s, guided in no small 
measure by the realisation that routine 
flights to lower Earth orbit (LEO) was 
inhibiting its ability to invest in bigger 
missions. The winding up of  its space 
shuttle programme also influenced the 
policy since it meant that NASA would 
otherwise have to rely on Russian rockets 
for critical activities like human spaceflight. 

In 2006, NASA created the Commercial 
Orbital Transportation Services (COTS) 
programme, which eventually brought in 
the likes of  Boeing and SpaceX. The latter’s 
innovations like partially reusable rockets 
have contributed to a substantial lowering 
of  cost to access space.

The cost of  sending 1 kilo of  payload to 
LEO used to be $20,000-50,000 a couple of  
decades ago. It has now come down to 
$1,500-5,000, according to sources. Thanks 
to this lowering of  costs, the number of  sat-
ellites launched into space grew from just 
72 in 2005 to 4,510 in 2025.

Cheaper launches made new space busi-
nesses—from earth ob-
servation to broadband 
constellations and de-
fence applications—
commercially viable.

There has been a 
massive increase in 
commercial activity in 
space, triggering an 
equally big boom in 
the space services seg-
ment. This is the back-
drop against which ISRO has sought to 
change. 

India watched these changes unfold for 
more than a decade. But translating them 
into domestic policy proved slower.

ISRO’s efforts around private involve-
ment in space started rather disastrously 
with an ill-fated deal with Devas 
Multimedia in 2005, which resulted in a 
decade-long court battle. The controversy 
made policymakers more cautious about 
private participation for years.

ISRO withdrew into a shell, hindering 
early efforts to build private sector mo-
mentum in space—like TeamIndus’ 
work on an independent moon mis-
sion in 2018.

The orbit shifted after 2020, with a 
wave of  space startups and sectoral 
reforms. It culminated in the for-
malisation of  private participation 
in the 2023 space policy.

continuing responsibilities in meeting the 
demands of  the nation in areas such as 
remote sensing even as it pursues 
ambitious missions requiring advanced 
research and development.

NEXT STAGE

The government’s decision to give private 
sector a larger share of  hardware production 
is an evolution rather than a simple transfer 
of  responsibility, says Suresh. He adds that 
ISRO has to play a handholding role to accel-
erate the progress in private enterprises.

Astrobase cofounder Neeraj Khandelwal 
says, “ISRO is the central pillar around 
which everything else can grow.”

A senior figure in India’s space ecosystem 
underlines, on condition of  anonymity: 
“Unlike what conversations seem to suggest, 
ISRO is not being privatised. It is the com-
mercial opportunities around space that are 
being opened to private capital and that will 
help the country. Once 
private sector partici-
pates in the routine 
work of  launching 
rockets and manufac-
turing satellites, it will 
create more bandwidth 
in ISRO to target bigger 
projects like an Indian 
space station, the 
Venus mission, or the 
next generation launch vehicle.”

Awais Ahmed, founder and CEO of  space 
technology company Pixxel, too, says the 
policy will help ISRO focus on even more in-
spirational projects and missions.

Subba Rao Pavuluri, founder of  Ananth 
Technologies and former ISRO scientist, 
sees the interplay between the space agency 
and private industry as a natural progres-
sion of  the sector’s transition. “Whenever 
change comes, there is confusion, but that 
doesn’t mean there is problem,” he says, 
pointing to similar changes in sectors such 
as telecom and defence.

FIND THE RIGHTFUL SPACE

The senior figure, who has spoken to ET on 
condition of  anonymity, also suggests that 
ISRO and the broader space ecosystem 
should do a better job of  communicating to 

OPENING UP

The growth of  India’s private space sector 
has been faster than many expected, with 400-
odd startups cumulatively raising nearly $800 
million. Big corporations have also joined in.

Manish Singhal, founding partner at pi 
Ventures, an early backer of  rocket-maker 
AgniKul Cosmos, says a massive supply-de-
mand gap, especially in launches, was evi-
dent by then. “There were a lot more satellites 
waiting to go up into space and not enough 
options available to them.”

Pawan Kumar Chandana, cofounder of  
rocket-maker Skyroot Aerospace, agrees. 
The depth of  the space business opportu-
nity is immense, he says. The new space 
policy has allowed the private sector to 
“build rockets and satellites and do inde-
pendent business as well as to get access to 
public infrastructure so that we can take 
the country to the next orbit”. He adds: “For, 
though we are a space power, India only has 
2% share in the overall market.”

While startups are innovating and building 
rockets from scratch, a key aspect of  the 
space policy has been to transfer the manu-
facture of  mature launchers like small satel-
lite launch vehicles (SSLVs) and polar satel-
lite launch vehicles (PSLVs) to the private 
sector, thereby freeing ISRO to focus on in-
creasing the number of  launches, which are 
critical. When SpaceX did 170 launches last 
year, ISRO could do only 5.

Without enough rockets, India cannot com-
pete for payload. 
Experts in the sec-
tor say that expect-
ing ISRO to scale up 
manufacturing of  
rockets or even sat-
ellites is not practi-
cal.

The government 
allocated a mere 
`13,705.63 crore 
(about $1.65 billion) 
to the Department 
of  Space, which 
oversees ISRO, for 

FY27. NASA’s FY26 budget, meanwhile, is 
$24.4 billion. Supplementing India’s space 
budget with private capital is crucial to in-
crease India’s share in the global market.

The opportunity to manufacture mature 
launchers has caught the eye of  big corpora-
tions. Larsen & Toubro, which has supplied 
hardware to launch-vehicle programmes for 
decades, is moving further up the value 
chain. Its consortium with Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) has been contracted 
for end-to-end production of  five PSLV-XLs.

The next step could be Launch Vehicle 
Mark-3 (LVM3). ISRO has initiated the pro-
cess of  transferring technology for the heavy-
lift launcher to a private Indian company or 
consortium, with L&T and the Adani Group 
reportedly among entities considering an 
expression of  interest.

This should bring in economies of  scale, 
helping India compete better on cost with the 
likes of  SpaceX in the global launch services 
market.

Most experts underline that this shift does 
not mean ISRO’s role will diminish, as its em-
ployee unions seem to worry.

BN Suresh, former ISRO 
scientist and ex-director of  
the Vikram Sarabhai 
Space  Centre, 
points to the 
a g e n c y ’ s 

internal stakeholders like employee unions 
what this transition entails. This is also a 
key demand of  the unions.

As their letter says, “Serving employees 
have an earned right to be informed, con-
sulted and protected. Natural justice and 
good administration require that policy of  
this magnitude be explained to the work-
force by the Department itself.”

The concerns are likely to come into focus 
on October 7, when the ISRO Pensioners 
Association will hold a conference on the 
“Future of  ISRO” in Thiruvananthapuram. 
Several former officials are expected to at-
tend it. The intention, according to people 
associated with the conference, is to place 
before the prime minister their concerns 
about the direction in which the organisa-
tion is headed. “There is not enough staff  
strength, and the government is not doing 
enough recruitment. There is concern 
about the very existence of  ISRO. We feel the 
relationship and the communication are 
strained,” says an official of  the association, 
on condition of  anonymity.

Over the decades, ISRO has built not just 
rockets but massive engineering capa-
bilities by designing, manufacturing and 
integrating launch vehicles in-house. 
Some employees worry that transferring 

these activities to 
the private sector 
could, over time, 
erode institutional 
capability. It is up to 
ISRO to allay those 
fears, both by action 
and communica-
tion. 

ET’s queries to 
ISRO remained un-
answered at the 

time of  going to press.
Apart from the issue around the unions, 

an air of  positivity hangs around the sec-
tor. “Space technology has a multiplier 
effect on industry,” says Jayaraj 
Rajapandian, head of  aerospace and de-
fence, Tata Elxsi, a design and technology 
services company. If  Indian firms can 
solve the exacting engineering problems 
posed by space, he says, those capabilities 
can spill over to aerospace, defence, rail-
ways, automotive and healthcare sectors 
where safety and mission-critical engi-
neering are important.

For Rajapandian, a larger role for indus-
try comes with a corresponding increase in 
responsibility. Companies will need to in-
vest in advanced tools and machinery, de-
velop specialised talent, work with global 
OEMs and manufacturing partners, and 
strengthen processes around quality as-
surance, risk management, certification 
and lifecycle support.

It should help India find its rightful space 
commercially. And as the private sector 
takes over routine launches and manufac-
turing, ISRO can add another dimension to 
make India’s space story even more remark-
able. It can become an institution that push-
es the boundaries of  science rather than be 
one that simply builds rockets.

As Pavuluri says, “In the space economy, 
everyone will have a role to play.”

nirmal.john1@timesofindia.com

Orbital 
Shift
India’s space sector is seeing 
its biggest transformation 
yet: as private firms handle 
rockets, ISRO can focus on its 
more ambitious missions

SKY IS 
NOT THE 
LIMIT
ISRO’s major projects 

in the works

GAGANYAAN: India’s first 

human spaceflight mission

REUSABLE LAUNCH 
VEHICLE: For low-cost, 

reliable, on-demand 

space access

CHANDRAYAAN 4: A 

lunar sample-return mission

SHUKRAYAAN: An 

interplanetary orbiter 

mission to study Venus’ 

surface, subsurface, 

atmospheric composition

BHARATIYA 
ANTARIKSH STATION:

Modular space station in 

low Earth orbit

NEXT GENERATION 
LAUNCH VEHICLE:  With 

3x payload capacity than 

LVM3 & reusability

NAVIGATION 
WITH INDIAN 

CONSTELLATION: 
Navigation satellite system 

to address the nation’s needs

STRATEGIC PROJECTS: 
For safeguarding national 

security interests in and 

from space

Source: ISRO, 

industry

SPACE FOR MORE
Space-tech startups & their focus areas

SKYROOT AEROSPACE: Develops 

Vikram series of launch vehicles

AGNIKUL COSMOS: Builds customisable 

small-satellite launch vehicles

PIXXEL: Builds hyperspectral imaging 

satellites to observe changes on Earth

DHRUVA SPACE: Supplies modular 

satellite platforms, launch and ground-

station services, and related systems 

for space missions

DIGANTARA: Tracks satellites and 

debris in orbit, provides intelligence 

data for safer space operations

GALAXEYE: Combines radar and optical 

satellite imagery to provide Earth 

observation in different weather and 

lighting conditions

BELLATRIX AEROSPACE: Manufactures 

propulsion systems that help satellites 

stay in orbit, as well as orbital transfer 

vehicles

SATSURE: Uses satellite imagery, 

remote sensing and AI to 

generate data for various 

sectors

PIERSIGHT: Uses radar 

satellites and vessel data 

to monitor maritime 

activity

MANASTU SPACE:
Develops 

environment-

friendly 

propulsion 

systems for 

satellites

Source: Websites 

of companies, 

industry

SPACE ECONOMY
Private players have given a thrust 
to the space sector

$613 bn 
Size of space economy globally in 2024

$1.8 trillion (E)
Size of space economy globally by 2035

$8.4 bn
Size of India’s space economy now

$44 bn (P)
Size of India’s space economy by 2033

$7.9 bn
Global private investment in space 

sector in 2024

92% Share of venture capital in pvt 

funding in space sector

400+ (E)
No. of space startups in India

Source: EY-CII Report, Industry

Pani puri, presented like a
golden egg on a potato 

nest, at Raga by Gaggan

Flower-shaped apricots 
served on a rosemary 

plant at Nila

Kanyakumari Crab at 
Indian Accent

Farmlore’s Tiller of 
the Soil is inspired  
by Nandalal Bose

A key aspect of the 
space policy has 
been to transfer 
the manufacture of 
mature launchers 
like SSLVs and 
PSLVs to the 
private sector, 
thereby freeing 
ISRO to focus on 
increasing the 
number of critical 
launches

The cost of 
sending 1 kilo 
of payload to 

lower earth 
orbit used to be 
$20,000-50,000 

a couple of 
decades ago. It 

is now 
$1,500-5,000

ISRO and the 
broader space 
ecosystem should 
do a better job of 
communicating 
to internal 
stakeholders, 
like employee 
unions, what this 
transition entails

Astrobase 
cofounder 

Neeraj 
Khandelwal 

says, “ISRO is 
the central pillar 

around which 
everything else 

can grow”
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boycott the artist’s work. The stars have
learnt that when all is forgotten, nothing
good comes out of  taking a side politically
in India. So, they shut up. And it bodes
them well. Because, in the long run, people
flock to their movies anyway.

But it’s routine for Indian comedians
who say something against authority to
receive threats, and for venues to say it
isn’t safe and the show is cancelled. Unlike
in stadiums, an ‘anti-national’ comedian,
enabling even minor damage to a shabby
Pune or Mumbai hall, will exceed their
maintenance budget. So the venues don’t
want to take a chance.

A brave Mumbai comedy venue-owner
once told me, ‘If  we know a mob is coming,
we usually remove all the chairs, so they
have nothing to throw. They get frustrated.
One goon started banging his head against

a wall, as they need to make a good reel
showing they’re breaking things’.

In ‘the land of  free speech’, however,
where rappers have lyrics that encourage
their fans to kill the police, and where Do-
nald Trump is up for lewd symbolism, and

Bruce Springsteen can perform wearing a
t-shirt that reads ‘Criminal’ under a photo
of  George W Bush, Gaza is a no-go zone.

At the Philadelphia concert, Sheeran ex-
plained where he stood on Israel and Pal-
estine. He called the October 7 attacks on
Israel by Hamas ‘horrific’, adding that
what is happening in Gaza is ‘catastroph-
ic, unjustifiable, and disproportionate’.
Macklemore will probably sue Kraft, and
probably win. 

But it’s good to see the power money has
over conscience creeping in everywhere. In
that way, India’s soft power is expanding.

America — where Trump is up for ‘non-veg’ gaali, and Bruce Springsteen performed wearing a t-shirt labelling George W Bush a ‘criminal’ — is also being prudent about money overwhelming conscience

That was an Instagram gag. Sheeran
seems like the sort of  entertainer every-
body likes. He steers clear of  controversy,
sings gentle ballads, and embodies the
Gen Z rock star ethos — less breaking
things, more delicate IIT-topper-with-a-
guitar-hobby vibes. That is, until Gaza
got him.

Last week, Sheeran took the stage at Phi-
ladelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field alone,
with no opening act. The solo billing fol-
lowed a controversy that began on Sep-

How Ed Sheeran Went ‘Indian’ & Didn’t Mix Politics With His Entertainment

FUNNY BUSINESS

ANUVAB

PAL

THAT BOMBED BADLY: ILLUSTRATION BY BENJAMIN SLYNGSTAD

tember 4, when rapper Macklemore, Shee-
ran’s opening act at MetLife Stadium in
New Jersey, spoke about Gaza and ex-
pressed support for Palestine.
Macklemore performed
‘Hind’s Hall’, a song in-
spired by the 2024 killing of
5-year-old Palestinian girl
Hind Rajab, and the subse-
quent pro-Palestinian pro-
tests at Columbia Universi-
ty.

The backlash was immediate.
In ‘the land of  free speech’, several
billionaire stadium-owners, led by
Robert Kraft, owner of  American
football team New England Patri-
ots and Gillette Stadium in Foxbor-
ough, Massachusetts, made Shee-
ran’s performance conditional on
dropping Macklemore from his
‘Loop Tour’. Dropping an opening
act, rather than cancelling a whole
tour, seemed like the least harmful
option. Until there was a backlash
against Sheeran for taking a ‘pro-

Israel’ stance.
Can one be an apolitical artist in 2026?

And can venue-owners have a say in an art-
ist’s politics?

Closer to home, I’m reminded of
the other side of  this power equa-
tion. In the post-Babri Masjid
riots of  the 1990s, actors were
urged by state media to request
people to stay at home. Even now,

from Aadhaar to vaccination, top actors
are roped in to build trust. 

Remo Fernandes, who, at the height of
his popularity in the mid-80s, was asked to
do an anti-drug song. He wrote ‘Pack That
Smack’, which, with lyrics like, ‘If  you
meet a cold turkey on your cold and lonely
road/ And you start to feel jerky and you
need a hand to hold,’ ironically, almost
seems like the song was pro-drugs.

Artists may enjoy enormous cultural in-
fluence. But they rarely hold the stronger

hand. If  a billionaire or large compa-
ny owns a venue, and the artist,

much lower in the hierarchy, has
controversial views, then the
show will be cancelled.

Which is why it’s common for
Indian stars to never share
what they think on sticky is-

sues. This results in social
media complaining that we nev-

er hear ‘politics’ from big
stars, followed by a demand to

Sheeran steers clear of controversy, sings gentle ballads,
and embodies the Gen Z rock star ethos: delicate IIT-

topper-with-a-guitar-hobby vibes. Until Gaza got him

NO OFFENCE Morparia

topped up with a comforting line of  snow.
But both points of  high and low raise a

larger issue. Knowing that good news
makes us happy and bad news makes us
unhappy, why the heck do we not just
abolish or block bad news? I mean, we
chuck food that’s inedible. We don’t look
into the sun. We desist from playing Ra-
bindrasangeet in rave parties.

I suspect we still latch on to it because
bad news is good news for some — and
vice and virtue versa.

There is delicious pleasure in ‘I
told you so,’ or bursting the bal-
loon of  someone, or a type of  peo-
ple, you don’t like. This is some-
thing that permabulls and eternal
optimists simply won’t get. Want-
ing an asteroid to come crashing
down, even if  that means squish-
ing the person wishing it, isn’t
that perverse when you consider
how seriously he or she may want
to disprove the coming of  ‘achhe
din’ mentioned in the other Book

of  Revelations.
But it’s strange that a strand of

Darwinian evolution — survival
of  the happiest — hasn’t extin-
guished our appetite for bad, un-
pleasant, or disconcerting news, thereby
still providing demand for supply of  bad
news from the media, entertainment, and
knowledge industries. For every rom-
com, there’s more than one trag-mahal.

Thankfully, the modern political-econ-
omy has established beyond reasonable

doubt that good news is, well, good.
Sometimes even when it’s not good. Un-
der all circumstances, good sentiment
hona chahiye. Stock markets run on it.
Consumer confidence depends on it.
Property prices enjoy it. Governments
insist upon it. Startups get their seedy
money from it.

‘Sentiment’ is perhaps capitalism’s
greatest invention after limited liability.
Nothing actually needs to improve. Peo-

ple just need to feel that things will. This
explains the magnificent elasticity of  fi-
nancial optimism. Interest rates fall: bul-
lish. Interest rates rise: the central bank
is fighting inflation, also bullish. Unem-
ployment falls: strong economy, bullish.
Unemployment rises slightly: rate cuts

may come sooner, bullish. A company
loses ̀̀ 320 cr instead of  the expected ̀̀ 420
cr, and its shares jump 11%.

The rupee has not fallen; it has created
exciting opportunities for exporters. Oil
has reached $150, demonstrating robust
global demand. A crash is only an ‘accel-
erated price discovery’. Bankruptcy is ‘a
zero-debt lifestyle’.

We all know ‘negativity bias’. Place 10
harmless objects and 1 cobra in a room,

and the brain will spend an
unreasonable amount of  time
thinking about the cobra, in-
stead of  appreciating the fur-
niture. But if  you already
knew your brain is biased neg-
atively, surely you would com-
pensate for that hardwired
prejudice and inculcate and
evangelise ‘positivity bias’?

Bad news may traditionally
have stronger customer reten-
tion, higher engagement, bet-
ter recall. But it’s not just the
markets that cajole us to be
happy by following only hap-
py news, while dismissing the
rest. There’s that delightfully
cheerful character in the 1979
quasi-Biblical black comedy,
Monty Python’s Life of  Brian,
who sings while he’s nailed to
the cross: ‘When you're feeling
in the dumps, don't be silly

chumps/ Just purse your lips
and whistle, that’s the thing, and/ Al-
ways look on the bright side of  life...’

So enough of  bickering and surrepti-
tious election commissioners, please.
More rescued baby elephants, my friend.

indrajit.hazra@timesofindia.com

I never truly understood the natural
inclination of  market sentiment until I
encountered the baby elephant. You
know, that baby elephant rescued by
Mithu and Rajesh Das and a few other
fishermen from the engorged waters of
the Teesta last week in West Bengal’s Si-
liguri. It was like the whole country had
taken a giant mushy endorphin shot,
topped up with a lovely line of  snow.

Only a few days later came the damning

news report in The Indian Express about,
among other things, the chief  election
commissioner hiding key decisions tak-
en on the ongoing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral roll exercise from
his two other colleagues who comprise
the top brass of  EC. It’s the sort of  news
you, as an upstanding citizen who pays
his taxes and sings the sixth stanza of ev-
ery song, don’t want to believe, until con-
fronted with facts. And then, you wish
you had a giant mushy endorphin shot

More Baby Elephants, Enough EC, Please

It’s strange that a strand of Darwinian evolution —
survival of the happiest — hasn’t extinguished our

appetite for bad, unpleasant, or disconcerting news

It makes no sense to consume bad news — a world that feels good about good news should only stick to it

RED HERRING

INDRAJIT

HAZRA

JUST FOLLOW THE SENTIMENT

06 SUNDAY CHATTER
THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI / GURGAON | SUNDAY | 27 SEPTEMBER 2026 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

ET Sunday Crossword 0187

ACROSS

1 Reveal county’s deciding match (8)
5 Still, pet’s eating it on way back (6)
9 Underlying motive of posh student 

rioter maybe (8)
10 Maritime route, say, covers east and 

west at first (6)
12 Hard blow and what it produces 

that’s not hard (4)
13 He’s afraid to spoil new date hosting 

Young Conservatives (7-3)
15 Servicemen tried here to curtail 

arms distribution (6-7)
19 Predicted result of WWIII? Run new 

 article after editing (7,6)
23 By tackling every fault George 

makes dune vehicle (5,5)
25 Leading authority over in
 Uruguay (4)
28 Mention about bovine coming
 back from far-off land (6)
29 Next trendy business backed
 by China (8)
30 Train pupil briefly to stop the
 old city slicker (6)
31 Abroad, Albert kidnaps a Yankee
 in disloyal act (8)

DOWN

1 Exert lots of pressure on
 game (6)
2 Bar measure to stop tick
 reducing margins (5)
3 Last of thread ran out,
 curse it! (4)
4 Artwork two could supply 

without employing student (7)
6 Walk on strand’s hard going (5)
7 Row about Crown worried
 former newsreader (4,5)
8 Class try to be different — they 

make ice (8)
11 Beat famous racehorse on
 left (4)
14 Money’s picked up but it’s got 

strings attached (4)
15 Delighted PC seizes cold
 hooka, bubbling (4-1-4)
16 3 in 3 different directions (3)
17 Judge speed (4)
18 B. Bryson novel about English 

sense of superiority (8)
20 Whitewash nearly all the road (4)
21 Young actress in genuine
 mess (7)
22 Cryptic clue involves
 director-general’s club (6)
24 Husband attends it in
 first-rate part of Hispaniola (5)
26 Mitford sister’s dramatic
 principle (5)
27 Sound of waterfall in river? 

Paddle! (4)

HHH✩✩

H✩✩✩✩ H✩✩✩✩

HHHH✩HHH✩✩ HHHHH
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SOLUTION TO No 0187:

ACROSS: 1 Showdown. 5 Static.
9 Ulterior. 10 Seaway. 12 Sock.
13 Scaredy-cat. 15 Courts-martial.
19 Nuclear winter. 23 Beach buggy.
25 Guru. 28 Exotic. 29 Incoming.
30 Yuppie. 31 Betrayal.
DOWN: 1 Squash. 2 Optic. 3 Darn.
4 Woodcut. 6 Tread. 7 Town crier.
8 Crystals. 11 Drum. 14 Lute.
15 Cock-a-hoop. 16 Sew. 17 Rate.
18 Snobbery. 20 Rout. 21 Ingenue.
22 Cudgel. 24 Haiti. 26 Unity.
27 Roar.

(Humming) Every move you ma-
ke….I’ll be watching you.

In a mood, are we? Why the stalker
song?
Well, you’d start singing too if  you
knew the latest bonding trend among
friends.

Share your wisdom.
Location Sharing. Apparently,
friends who care, share…their loca-
tion that is.

What is the stalker heaven is this?
Actually, Gen Z would probably call it
intimacy. According to CivicScience
data cited by Yahoo, 65% of  Gen Z use
location sharing. And not just with
partners or parents but mostly
among friends.

But why?
Welcome to ‘ambient in-
timacy’ — the feeling of
being connected to
someone without ac-
tually talking to them.
Tech and culture expert

Annalisa Nash Fernandez describes
location sharing as a modern version
of  gathering your tribe around the
fire.

How did we go from 'text me when you
get home' to this?
Rather easily. Location sharing be-
gan as a practical and safety tool like
keeping track of  family, finding
friends at festivals, making sure ev-
eryone got home safely. And once peo-
ple started sharing, many simply
never stopped.

I am not on board.
But it’s practical too. It automates the
micro-updates like: ‘Are you home?’
or ‘How far away are you?’. You can al-
so make spontaneous plans. You
check and see if  a friend is nearby
and ping them to set up an impromp-
tu coffee date. For young people, shar-
ing location has acquired emotional
meaning. It can communicate both
intimacy and trust. It’s the modern
love language for a generation that
grew up with the internet.

Are there any rules?
Glad you asked. Reciprocity is one. If
you can see someone’s location, you
have to share yours. Turning it off
without explanation can be inter-
preted as withdrawing trust. And dis-
covering that someone has stopped
sharing with you? That stings, much
like when you unfollow a friend on In-
stagram.
Text: Nupur Amarnath

Location Sharing

LET’S TALK

ABOUT...

Ladies, We Can Be 26%
Richer (If We Work)!

not reap its gender dividend?
The second time I encountered

this subject was in 2019. A jour-
nalist messaged by on Facebook
asking me whether I knew about
declining female LFPR in India
as cited in the Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) that had
just come out? I was, like, wait,
is this someone trolling me for
being jobless? Instead, it
sparked a 2-season podcast,
‘Women in Labour’ that I co-
hosted with her, interviewing
various professional women,
who had already spent consider-
able time trying to demystify
the clash of  markets, incentives,
and gender attitudes that made

this problem so unique to India.
One finding from that 2019

PLFS that sticks with me 7 years
later is the fact that even the way
the data point of  ‘26% richer’
was arrived at was at best, well,
haphazard. But it was the first
PLFS. There were bound to be
some hiccups. For example,
many women working in the ru-

ral, informal sector, didn’t even
consider themselves as working
— they would just be at the shop,
on the field. It wasn’t ‘work’ to
them, certainly not in the way
that they reported when a gov-
ernment official asked. 

Even in 2026, the jury is still out
on if  housework and carework,
two deeply ‘feminised’ realms
of  activity, can even be counted
as contributing towards the
economy. The activity that goes
into making India’s labour force
ready for ‘economic’ value cre-
ation should also have economic
value, no? And how would we
collect and evaluate that data?

At last month’s conference, I
was in for some good news. Ac-
cording to collected data, the fe-
male LFPR was up from before.
According to Ashoka Universi-
ty economist Ashwini Desh-
pande, this apparently signals
that more women are becoming
self-employed.

Other analysts lament that
turning to self-employ-
ment in large numbers
is a sign of  a job market
in distress. That the
lack of  opportunities
‘outside’ makes women
turn ‘indoors’. Then
there are downright
sceptics who think the
government has merely
changed the metrics
with which it measures
female LFPR to boost
the numbers. In other
words, somehow ma-
nipulating alarm bells
set off  to sound like tem-
ple bells. 

‘How does it matter, Ad-
iti, what some data says
or doesn’t say? When is a
woman not working?
You’ll believe your eyes,
or you’ll believe some
numbers?’ says my

mother dismissively.
I loiter in the kitchen to argue

about the importance of  data
collection. ‘It means you’re be-
ing counted, Ma, that you matter.
We could be 26% richer!’ With-
out looking up from the sizzling
pan, she mutters, ‘You don’t have
any work to do or what?’

The writer is a Mumbai-based
stand-up comedian

ADITI

MITTAL

However you spin the definition of ‘work’, women in the labour market pays

Earlier this month, I attended
a conference on women’s partic-
ipation in the workforce. Now,
let me be honest. I’m less work-
force, and more of  a ‘forced to
work’ girl.

The first time I confronted the
realities of  Indian working
women was in 2018 in a maga-
zine I regularly pick up at air-
ports to impress the person I buy
it from. It had a cover story
about India’s poor female la-
bour force participation rate
(LFPR). For July 2026,
according to periodic
labour data, it was
34.4%, slightly above
Saudi Arabia’s 33.6%
for 2025.

The data were para-
doxical in the way only
India can be with its
clash of  incentives,
markets, and gender at-
titudes. One finding
said richer households
flex their social status
by discouraging wom-
en to ‘work’ outside the
home. Another finding
suggested that in-
creased schooling
among women was ac-
tually a societal ploy to
become more attrac-
tive in the marriage,
not the labour, market.

Another study scolded
India for not evolving its la-
bour markets to accommodate
more women. It concluded with
an interesting data point: if  more
women are brought into the
workforce, India could be 26%
richer than it is. Even though I
didn’t like the tone of  this last
study, the larger points made
sense. How can a country reap its
demographic dividend if  it can-

MUCH ADU ABOUT NOTHING

Let me be 
honest, I’m less 
workforce, and

more of a ‘forced
to work’ girl

PAISA KAMAYE TO DARNA KYA

Can this messy alliance of rivals ever
cook up a stable new world order?

BRICS Khichdi
Simmering in
The Global Pot

Can the humble khichdi be an inspirational integ-
er binding together that motley geopolitical mé-
lange called BRICS? The 11-member formation,
with 10 more eagerly-beaverly waiting to join up —
which summitted in New Delhi not too long back
with considerable circumstance and not a little
pomp--seeks to act as a counterbalance to a homo-
genised scheme of  things represented by a group-
ing called the G-7 (Gee! 7 only?) not to mention an
Uncle Sam-son seemingly determined to bring
down the pillars of  a rules-based order in favour of
a rule-based disorder of  one-man, one-rule, begin-
ning and ending in the Oval Office.

Like khichdi, BRICS is a hotch-potch of  diverse
ingredients, which can be customised to suit differ-
ent, and even divergent, imperatives of  ideologies
and digestion. Tracing its origins to the Indian sub-
continent over 2,000 years ago, khichdi is said to de-
rive its name from the Sanskrit ‘khicca’.

It comprises a simple one-course meal composed
of  rice and dal. With its nutritional benefits and its
suitability even for convalescents, the dish finds
laudatory mention in ancient Ayurvedic treatises
like Charaka Samhita. Mahabharat notes a doting
Draupadi feeding invigorating khichdi to the Pan-
dav Brothers-Husbands to sustain them through
the rigours of  exile.

Forerunners of  globe-trotting tourists, like the
Greek Megasthenes of  the 3rd c. BCE, and the Mo-
roccan Ibn Batuta in the 14th c. CE, reportedly
made praiseworthy mention of  it in their despatch-
es, with the wayfarer from Morocco calling it ‘kish-
ri’. Khichdi found its way — perhaps by the back-
door tradesman’s entrance — into the opulent am-
bience of  the royal Mughal court, where it was ele-
vated to haute and
haughty cuisine,
with the addition
of  savoury spices
and non-vegetar-
ian embellish-
ments. In his 16th
c. record of  Ak-
bar’s reign, Ain-i-
Akbari, Abul Fazl
provides a recipe
calling for equal
proportions of
rice, dal, and ghee,
with a selection of
subtle spices.

Via the circui-
tous route of  the
British Raj, khich-
di found its way to
Victorian dining
tables as a break-
fast buffet favou-
rite in the form of
‘kedgeree’, which incorporated fish and a garnish
of  eggs.

With its adaptability to many and varied climes
and conditions, khichdi provides an apt, some
might say appetising, metaphor for the multi-pur-
pose, multi-polar, cartographically cosmopolitan
combo of  BRICS that endeavours to lay down the
building blocks of  a new world order based on a
commonality of  equitable interests.

But even as the very versatility of  khichdi might
make it desirable as an all-encompassing comesti-
ble of  ubiquitous alimentary applicability, the var-
iegated socio-political smorgasbord of  BRICS has
its internal anomalies and contradictory con-
straints. The two largest constituents of  the federa-
tion, China and India, don’t see ‘I to I’ on several is-
sues, including Beijing’s persistence in spelling
the Indian state of  Arunachal as Zangnam, and a
3,488km-long LoAC of  disagreement, which in-
cludes Aksai Chin and Galwan. Newcomers to the
conglomerate — Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE
— are, or have been, at daggers drawn.

Meanwhile, from his imperial eyrie in the Krem-
lin, Tsar Vladimir might well muse on whether
such disparate associates would ever be able to as-
sess and appreciate the real, or even the rouble,
price of  the onion domes of  Red Square, even as
Brasilia wonders if  it’s nuts to form such an alli-
ance, and Pretoria begins to feel that the whole
thing might be going ‘globally south,’ in the figura-
tive sense of  the term.

With Belarus, Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan, Malay-
sia, Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda, and Vietnam all
waiting to sign up on the dotted line, BRICS+ au-
gurs to morph from a user-friendly acronym to an
unpronounceable alphabet soup, a menu of  multi-
polarity, analogous not to the consonance of  khich-
di, but to the dissonance betokening a khichdi-sink
drama.

THEY WERE THE MENU

JUGULAR VEIN

JUG 
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Last week, as I walked into a protection
home to meet children in conflict with
the law, I expected to speak to them
about drugs, discipline and the choices
that can shape their future. I carried with
me the familiar concerns of a police
officer: the dangers of substance abuse,
peer pressure, crime and the chal-
lenges of returning to a normal life after
coming into conflict with the law. But
within minutes of meeting them, the
conversation began to change the way
I was looking at the issue. Some were
quiet and hesitant; others looked at me
with curiosity. Yet beneath those differ-
ent expressions, I could see something
common: they were children before
they were anything else: children with
fears, insecurities, aspirations and
dreams. It made me reflect on a ques-
tion that extends well beyond policing
or juvenile justice: when these children
eventually walk out of a protection
home, what do we want them to
become?

Do we want them to carry the burden
and stigma of their past indefinitely, or
do we want them to return as confident,
skilled, self-reliant and responsible cit-
izens? For me, the answer is clear. A
mistake made by a child cannot be
allowed to become the child’s entire
identity. This does not mean ignoring
accountability. Children must under-
stand that actions have consequences
and that the law has to take its course.
But accountability and abandonment
are not the same. A humane justice
system must protect society while pre-
serving the possibility of reform and
redemption.

This becomes particularly important
when we consider substance abuse
among young people. Addiction rarely
begins by announcing itself as an addic-
tion. It may start with curiosity, peer
pressure, loneliness, emotional dis-
tress or the simple desire to belong. A
friend says, “Try it once.” What appears
to be an experiment can gradually
become a habit and eventually a depen-
dency. That is perhaps the most insidi-
ous nature of drugs: they often enter a
young person’s life disguised as a friend,

before revealing themselves as an
enemy. By the time their consequences
become visible, they may already have
damaged education, health, family rela-
tionships, finances and judgement. In
some cases, dependency can also
become a pathway to theft, violence,
trafficking and other forms of crime.

The fight against drugs, therefore,
cannot be left to the police and the crim-
inal justice system. Prevention must
begin much earlier: in families, schools
and communities. Telling children
simply to “stay away from drugs” is not
enough. They need the confidence to
refuse, the resilience to withstand peer
pressure and the awareness to seek help
when they are vulnerable. We must
teach them that courage does not
mean doing what everyone else is
doing. Sometimes, real courage lies in
standing apart from the crowd and
saying, “No, I will not do this.”

For those who have already experi-
mented with drugs or are struggling
with dependency, our message must be
equally clear: their lives are not over.
They do not need to hide in shame; they
need support. Counselling, medical
assistance, psychological care, family
engagement and a positive environ-
ment can help a young person regain
control. Asking for help should never be
seen as weakness. It is often the first act
of responsibility towards oneself and
one’s future.

This is why our approach towards chil-
dren in conflict with the law must
extend beyond punishment to reform,
rehabilitation and reintegration. A pro-
tection home should not merely be a
place where a child waits for a pre-
scribed period to end. It should become
a bridge between a difficult past and a
more hopeful future. Education must be
at its centre. Children whose schooling
has been interrupted should be helped
to resume it wherever possible, while
vocational and technical training should
be available to those who need alterna-

tive pathways. Computer skills, electri-
cal work, mechanics, agriculture, tailor-
ing, culinary skills, handicrafts and
other employable abilities can provide
young people with economic indepen-
dence. Skill is not merely a means of
earning a livelihood; it is also a means
of restoring dignity and self-worth.

Rehabilitation, however, cannot be
reduced to classrooms and employ-
ment. Many children carry anger, lone-
liness, insecurity, rejection or emotion-
al distress. Counselling and life-skills
education must therefore accompany
formal learning. Sports, yoga, medita-
tion, music and creative activities can
develop discipline, confidence and
emotional balance. Anger manage-
ment deserves particular attention
because some offences are not the result
of carefully planned criminal intent
but of a few uncontrolled moments.
Young people should learn to pause
before reacting, step away from con-
frontation and ask themselves a simple
question: “Will what I am about to do
make my future better or worse?”
Sometimes, a few seconds of restraint
can prevent years of regret.

When a child commits a crime, society
is often quick to ask a familiar question:
what punishment should follow?
Juvenile justice requires a different
question: what happens to the child
after the offence?

That distinction lies at the heart of
India’s juvenile justice framework.
The Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 does
not treat a child in conflict with the law
simply as an offender requiring con-
finement. Its architecture is built
around care, protection, develop-
ment, rehabilitation and social reinte-
gration. The real challenge is whether
this philosophy survives beyond the

statute book.
The Supreme Court’s judgment in

Sampurna Behrua v Union of India
remains a foundational authority in
this area. The Court dealt extensively
with the inadequate implementation
of juvenile justice legislation and
directed States to strengthen the
institutional framework for children,
including Juvenile Justice Boards,
Child Welfare Committees,
Observation Homes and Special
Juvenile Police Units. But the signifi-
cance of Sampurna Behrua goes
beyond infrastructure.

The Court emphasised the impor-
tance of individual care plans and post-
release plans and recognised the
crucial role of Probation Officers in
understanding the child’s circum-
stances, facilitating rehabilitation and
preparing the child for reintegration.
The Court also stressed training and
sensitisation of those responsible for
implementing the juvenile justice
system. This leads to an important
legal question: can rehabilitation be
achieved merely by placing a child
inside a juvenile home?

The answer should be no. The
Supreme Court’s recent judgment in
Prajwala v Union of India provides a
contemporary reaffirmation of this
principle. The Court explained that
rehabilitation and social reintegration
under the JJ Act are to be undertaken
in accordance with the child’s individ-
ual care plan and, preferably, through
family-based care.

The judgment also makes an impor-
tant point that is sometimes forgotten:
the State’s responsibility does not
end when institutional care ends.
Section 46 of the JJ Act provides for
after-care support for children leaving
child-care institutions. Rehabilitation
therefore has to continue beyond the
walls of the institution. If a child
leaves a juvenile home and returns to
the same circumstances that con-

tributed to the original offending
behaviour, the possibility of rehabili-
tation becomes weaker.

The family, therefore, cannot be
treated as an afterthought. Where
appropriate, family counselling,
parental involvement and restora-
tion should form part of the rehabili-
tation process. Bihar’s recent experi-
ence demonstrates why implementa-
tion matters as much as legislation.

In 2026, the Patna High Court, while
examining the implementation of the
Supreme Court ’s  directions in
Sampurna Behrua, questioned the
State’s compliance with the require-
ment of dedicated Special Juvenile
Police Units and exclusive cadres of
Child Welfare Police Officers. In its June
18, 2026 proceedings, the Court record-
ed that Bihar had 20 functional
Observation Homes, five Places of
Safety and one Special Home, with a
stated capacity of about 1,300 children,
while 1,898 children were residing in
these institutions. The Court directed
the State to take steps to establish the
required institutions across districts
and also addressed vacancies and
institutional staffing.

The proceedings expose a funda-
mental problem: a rehabilitative law
cannot work through inadequate insti-
tutional capacity. But the larger lesson
remains: juvenile justice cannot be
measured merely by the existence of
buildings. The quality, staffing and
nature of rehabilitation provided
inside them matter equally.

There is another lesson from the
Supreme Court’s jurisprudence. A
child should not be permanently
defined by the offence committed
during adolescence. The JJ Act incor-
porates the principle of fresh start in
Section 3 and seeks to prevent unnec-
essary stigma. This is not merely a
compassionate approach. It recog-
nises the developmental nature of
childhood and the possibility of behav-
ioural change. The ultimate test of the
system, therefore, should not be how
many children were housed in juvenile
homes. It should be how many chil-
dren returned to education, acquired
skills, rebuilt family relationships and
remained outside the criminal justice
system. The law has already moved
beyond punishment. The real question
is whether our juvenile justice system
has moved beyond custody. From
delinquency to reintegration, the
journey cannot end at the gate of a
juvenile home.

The writer is a practising advocate  and specialises
in international law, corporate law and cyber law

Humanity has the 
stars in its future, and

that future is too
important to be lost
under the burden of

juvenile folly and
ignorant superstition.

— Isaac Asimov

New Delhi 
September 27, 2026

From delinquency to reintegration: Can
juvenile homes break the cycle of crime?

Beyond punishment: Giving children in
conflict with law a second chance

DEVYANI SHEKHAR MISHRAKUMAR ASHISH

A child in conflict with the law is more than the offence on a case file. Rehabilitation must go beyond punishment to education, skills, 
counselling and dignity, so that a difficult past does not become a child’s permanent identity

CHALLENGES FACED BY JUVENILES AFTER LEAVING JUVENILE HOME

IT FOCUSES ON REHABILITATION,
CARE AND SOCIAL

REINTEGRATION RATHER THAN
RETRIBUTIVE PUNISHMENT.

ROOTED IN CONSTITUTIONAL
PROVISIONS, SUCH AS ARTICLE

15, WHICH ALLOWS SPECIAL
PROTECTIONS FOR CHILDREN,

AND ALIGNED WITH 
THE UNITED NATIONS

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD (UNCRC), THE SYSTEM
TREATS YOUNG OFFENDERS AS
INDIVIDUALS WHO LACK ADULT

EMOTIONAL AND COGNITIVE
MATURITY

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE
SYSTEM IN NDIA

CONTINUED ON >> PIII

DIG,  Saharsa, Bihar Advocate



What does prosperity taste like after days of fasting?
Mahalakshmi Vrat answers that question not with
one signature dish, but through a sequence of foods
that moves from simple phalahar to carefully pre-
pared offerings and, finally, to a concluding meal
shaped by the number sixteen. In 2026, the vrat
begins on Saturday, 19 September, on Bhadrapada
Shukla Ashtami, and concludes on Saturday, 3
October, on Ashwin Krishna Ashtami. Though con-
ventionally known as a sixteen-day vrat, the
lunar sequence gives 15 fasting days this year
because the observance follows tithis rather
than a simple count of calendar dates.

The vrat is observed particularly across North
India, including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Delhi, and is dedicated to
Mahalakshmi as the giver of fortune, wellbeing and
household prosperity. Its ritual world is filled with
the number sixteen. Devotees may prepare a
sacred thread with sixteen knots, offer objects in
groups of sixteen, light lamps and complete the
worship with a formal udyapan. The number is not
decorative. It gives rhythm to the vow and, in
several household traditions, enters the kitchen
itself. The concluding food is therefore not merely
a festive meal after fasting. It is part of the ritual
grammar of the observance.

The stories attached to the vrat vary across
regions and family traditions. Some vrat-kathas
speak of kings and queens who receive
Mahalakshmi’s grace through devotion, while
another widely circulated tradition links the
worship with Kunti, Gandhari, Arjuna and
Airavata, the celestial elephant. This helps explain
the prominence of Gajalakshmi imagery and the
custom in some homes of worshipping a clay ele-
phant. Such narratives have often been transmit-
ted orally, through women’s gatherings and
household recitation, so the festival’s history sur-
vives not only in texts but also in repeated prac-
tice. Food is part of that transmission because
each stage of the vrat carries its own rules about
what may be eaten, what should be offered and
how the fast is completed.

During the fasting period, there is no single menu
followed by every household. Some devotees take
only fruit and milk, others eat one phalahari meal,
while stricter observance may avoid ordinary
grains and salt altogether. This variation makes
it important to separate the foods that are
specifically tied to Mahalakshmi
worship from the wider North
Indian vrat repertoire that sup-
ports the devotee through the
days of fasting. The most distinc-
tive foods appear at the conclu-
sion, where one old custom
calls for eighteen sweet puris
made from eighteen handfuls
of wheat flour. Sixteen are
placed beneath a flour lamp
and two are offered to
Mahalakshmi, after which the
sixteen are eaten within the family.

The symbolism turns an everyday ingre-
dient into a ritual count.

These meethi puris are far more
than ordinary fried bread. The
dough is lightly sweetened,
rolled into small discs and
fried in ghee or oil until puffed
and golden. In the associated
custom, they are eaten with
seviyan kheer or meetha dahi,
creating a combination that
is unusual enough to give
Mahalakshmi Vrat a culinary
identity of its own. The seviyan
are roasted before being sim-
mered in milk with sugar and car-
damom until soft, while sweet curd
is whisked until smooth and gently
sweetened. The contrast between crisp
puri, creamy vermicelli and cool curd creates
a concluding plate built as much around ritual
meaning as taste.

Milk sweets also hold an important place in the
worship. Several Mahalakshmi traditions specify
white barfi as prasad, its pale colour making it visu-
ally distinct from darker jaggery sweets. It may be
made by reducing milk or khoya with sugar until
the mixture can be set and cut into squares. In other
homes, a simpler mawa prasad is prepared by
lightly roasting khoya in ghee, sweetening it and
perfuming it with cardamom. Kheer remains
another recognised offering, but rather than
treating it as the centre of the article, it is better
understood as one part of a larger ritual spread.
Rice or another permitted ingredient is cooked
slowly in milk until the liquid thickens, giving the
bhog the soft, spoonable texture traditionally asso-
ciated with auspicious occasions.

The same milk base can be adapted for sabu-
dana kheer, a preparation specifically mentioned
in Mahalakshmi bhog traditions. Soaked tapioca
pearls are simmered until translucent, then
cooked in milk with sugar, cardamom and nuts.
Their soft, pearly texture distinguishes the dish from
ordinary rice kheer and also makes it suitable for
households avoiding grain during the fast. Singhara
barfi works from a different vrat ingredient.
Water chestnut flour is roasted gently in ghee,
cooked with milk or water and sugar, then spread
and cut once firm. The familiar flour of fasting food
is thus transformed into a sweet that looks at home
on a ceremonial platter.

Coconut provides another route to sweetness
through nariyal laddoo, now widely prepared as
Mahalakshmi bhog. Fresh coconut is cooked with
milk and sugar until the mixture thickens
enough to shape, then finished with

cardamom and dry
fruits.

Kesar bhaat offers a con-
trasting grain-based preparation for the
concluding meal, where family practice permits
ordinary rice after the fast. Rice is cooked so the
grains remain separate, then sweetened and
scented with saffron and cardamom, some-
times with raisins or nuts folded through it.
Alongside these cooked sweets, batasha,
makhana, kishmish and pieces of fresh coconut
are also used as offerings in Mahalakshmi
worship, reminding us that prasad need not
always emerge from an elaborate recipe.

The savoury side of the vrat kitchen is equally
varied, although it belongs more to the wider
fasting tradition of the regions concerned than to
one compulsory Mahalakshmi menu. Kuttu ke
pakore have a particularly strong claim here
because they are specifically mentioned among
foods offered during Mahalakshmi worship.
Buckwheat flour is mixed with pieces of permit-
ted vegetables, cumin, green chilli and rock salt
before being fried until crisp. The same flour can
be steamed rather than fried as kuttu dhokla,
where a lightly aerated batter is cooked until soft
and cut into squares. The change in technique is
important, allowing the same fasting ingredient
to produce two entirely different textures.

Water chestnut flour expands the savoury
range further. Singhare ki puri is kneaded with
boiled potato or another binder, rolled carefully
because the dough lacks gluten, and fried until
lightly crisp. Kuttu ki puri follows a similar method
but has a deeper, earthier flavour from buckwheat.
Rajgira puri, prepared from ama-
ranth flour, brings yet

another grain substitute
into the North Indian fasting pantry. Because

these flours behave differently from wheat, they
demand experience. The doughs crack more
easily, require careful moisture and are often rolled
between sheets or pressed by hand. Their presence
shows that vrat cooking has developed its own
body of practical knowledge rather than simply
subtracting ordinary grains from a normal meal.

Vegetables add further variety without falling
back on the usual potato-centred fasting plate.
Kacche kele ki tikki uses boiled raw banana mashed
with cumin, green chilli and rock salt, shaped into
patties and shallow-fried until browned on both
sides. Lauki raita takes the opposite approach, com-
bining cooked grated bottle gourd with chilled
curd, roasted cumin and rock salt for a soft, cooling
accompaniment. A kheera-aloo salad, document-
ed in contemporary Mahalakshmi fasting menus,
can be kept light by combining cucumber with
small amounts of boiled potato, lemon and
cumin rather than turning it into another heavy
potato dish. Bhuni shakarkandi, roasted sweet
potato seasoned only after cooking, adds natural
sweetness and a faint smoky edge to the plate.

Makhana can also move beyond its familiar use
in kheer. Ghee-roasted makhana, tossed lightly
with cumin or rock salt where permitted, provides
a crisp snack during the fasting period and carries
an additional connection to Mahalakshmi because
fox nuts are themselves offered in her worship.
Singhara, whether eaten fresh when available or
used through its flour, similarly occupies both ritual
and culinary space. Seasonal fruit phalahar may

bring together banana, guava, apple, pome-
granate and grapes, while a panchme-

va mixture of almonds, cashews,
walnuts, raisins and other dry

fruits provides another compact
offering. Rather than treating
fruit and nuts as culinary after-
thoughts, the vrat places them
at the centre of a food system
shaped by season, simplicity
and permitted ingredients.

There are also preparations
that sit between sweet and
savoury. Singhare ka halwa
roasts water chestnut flour in

ghee before cooking it with milk
or water and sugar, giving it a

dense, almost pudding-like body.
Makhana panjiri, where house-

hold practice allows it, can combine

roasted and crushed fox nuts with
ghee, coconut, nuts and sugar to

produce a dry prasad with far
more texture than kheer. A

simple dahi-makhana bowl
may instead fold roasted fox
nuts into curd with cumin
and rock salt, allowing the
ingredient to serve as part
of the fasting meal rather
than only as an offering.
None of these dishes needs
to be universal to be cultur-

ally useful. Together they
show how the regional vrat

pantry can be rearranged
across many days without

making every meal identical.
Beverages follow the same princi-

ple. Milk remains one of the most common
choices during a fast, while kesar-badam milk

may be prepared more richly for the concluding
meal by simmering milk with saffron, almonds
and cardamom. Chaas, where permitted by
family custom, is made by thinning curd and sea-
soning it lightly with roasted cumin and rock salt,
making it particularly welcome after fried foods.
Coconut water offers a simpler option during the
fasting period, while panchamrit, made from milk,
curd, ghee, honey and sugar, belongs primarily
to the ritual sphere and is received in small 
quantities as prasad rather than treated as an
ordinary drink. The distinction between refresh-
ment and sacred offering remains important even
when both are consumed.

By the final Ashtami, these foods come togeth-
er in a meal that looks very different from the
beginning of the vrat. The kitchen may contain
sweet puris, seviyan kheer, meetha dahi, white
barfi, coconut laddoo, sabudana kheer, fasting
flours, fruit, makhana and carefully prepared
savouries, yet no household is required to repro-
duce one fixed national menu. What gives the
cuisine coherence is the sequence: days governed
by family fasting rules, foods chosen from a recog-
nised vrat pantry, offerings associated with
Mahalakshmi, and a final ritual meal in which the
number sixteen reappears at the table.

That sequence is precisely what deserves to be
preserved. A festival can survive on a calendar
while losing much of its cultural substance if
younger generations know when Mahalakshmi
Vrat falls but not why sixteen puris are counted,
why a flour lamp is placed above them, why
seviyan kheer or sweet curd accompanies them,
or why certain foods belong to the fast while
others belong only after it ends. Recipes preserve
technique, but explanation preserves meaning.

The future of Mahalakshmi Vrat therefore
depends as much on the kitchen as on the prayer
room. Families can keep the tradition alive by
inviting younger members to shape the sweet
puris, roast singhara flour, thicken milk for
prasad, count the offerings and listen to the vrat-
katha while the food is being prepared. When
the reason behind a dish travels with the recipe,
cuisine becomes a form of cultural memory. That
may be one of Mahalakshmi’s most valuable
lessons: prosperity is not only what a household
possesses, but also what it knows well enough
to share, teach and carry forward.

ANIL
RAJPUT

FOOD II
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(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)

“EAT BEAUTIFUL FOODS, WHICH ARE
NUTRITIONALLY DENSE, WHOLESOME 

AND NATURAL”
— BRYANT MCGILL

PITRU PAKSHA

The cuisine that keeps ancestral memory alive

Around International Coffee Day, coffee is taking
centre stage, evolving into a culture of craft, choice
and personal taste
GYANESHWAR DAYAL

Not very long ago, a “coffee kit” in most
Indian homes meant a jar of instant
granules and a spoon. Today,  it is as
likely to mean a hand grinder, a pour-
over dripper, a digital scale and a shelf
of single-origin beans from Coorg.
Morning coffeehas become something
people make for themselves — mea-
sured, timed and adjusted until it tastes
the way they want it to. The shift didn’t
happen overnight. Third-wave cafés
that opened across Indian cities over the
last decade first taught a generation to
tell a washed process from a natural one,
an Arabica from a Robusta — building the
palate before anyone thought to recre-
ate it at home.  What has sustained the
habit is infrastructure that
didn’t exist a decade ago.

D i r e c t - t o - c o n -
sumer roasters

now ship freshly
roasted, traceable

beans from
Karnataka’s
and Kerala’s
coffee belts

straight to a customer’s
door — cutting out the old
route where India’s best
coffee went abroad while
its own drinkers made do
with the rest. Grinders
and drippers once bought
on trips to Europe are
now sold by Indian brands
at Indian prices. And
Instagram reels are turning
brewing technique into
something anyone can watch,
copy and improve on. The good in this
goes beyond caffeine. For the first time,
it is ordinary Indian drinkers, not only
foreign buyers, who are deciding what
good Indian coffee should taste like —
a shift that rewards growers for quality
rather than volume. It has also made
coffee personal rather than prescribed:
a home brewer tunes grind, ratio and
roast to their own palate in a way no
instant sachet, and few café orders, ever
allowed. Small roasters, subscription
boxes and equipment makers have
grown around it, turning a private ritual
into a domestic industry.

The shift has also given rise to the
home barista and the growing culture
of dedicated coffee corners. As Abhinav
Mathur, Founder of Something’s
Brewing, puts it, the home barista is no

longer a niche hobbyist. Consumers are
creating curated coffee spaces at home,
choosing their machines, grinders, cups,
shelves and beans with the same inten-
tionality they bring to a home office or
wine rack. These spaces are becoming
personal expressions of taste and
lifestyle, turning coffee from a daily bev-
erage into a craft and a form of identi-
ty. India isn’t trading tea for coffee. Chai
remains deeply rooted, but coffee is
gaining a national identity as a drink of
choice and craft. India isn’t switching
cups; it is simply learning to brew its
own.

“HOME BREWING IS BECOMING A DEEPLY PERSONAL AND
EXPERIMENTAL EXPERIENCE. PEOPLE EXPLORE DIFFERENT ORIGINS,

ADJUST GRIND SIZES AND WATER TEMPERATURES, AND DISCOVER HOW
BREWING METHODS CAN TRANSFORM THE SAME COFFEE. THEY BEGIN

SOURCING MICRO-LOTS, FOLLOWING ROASTERS AND DEVELOPING
THEIR PALATE. THIS SENSE OF OWNERSHIP TURNS A DAILY

HABIT INTO A 
REWARDING CRAFT.”  

- Abhinav Mathur, Founder & MD, Something’s Brewing

Turning Dim Sum into an art form

TEAM AGENDA

Dumplings have travelled a long way
from their early roots in Chinese culinary
history. Jiaozi, one of China’s best-
known dumplings, is believed to date
back nearly 2,000 years, while the
wider dim sum tradition evolved around
teahouses and the Cantonese practice
of yum cha — combining tea, small bites
and conversation. Over centuries, these
delicate parcels became associated
with family, celebration and 
togetherness. 

As National Dumpling Day celebrates
this much-loved food on September 26,
its appeal lies in how easily tradition
adapts to new tastes. At OKO, The LaLiT
New Delhi, dim sum is treated as a ritual
of sharing. The restaurant’s Dumpling
Diaries menu draws on Hong Kong’s
yum cha culture, inviting diners to slow
down, share plates and linger over
bamboo baskets. The menu spans famil-
iar and adventurous flavours. On the
non-vegetarian side, Xian Xia Jiu Cai Jiao
— plump shrimp and chive dumplings
— sit alongside the more unusual
Xiangjiao Juan He Ta, river sole marinat-
ed in black bean sauce and
wrapped in banana leaf.

Purists will gravitate toward
the Xiao Long Bao, a Shanghai-
style soup dumpling filled
with chicken broth that bursts
on the first bite, while the
Yangrou Kao Baozi offers some-

thing heartier: a pillowy, open-faced bao
stuffed with cumin-spiced lamb. 

The Curry Pork Dumpling, doused in
a rich, creamy Thai Bangkok curry
sauce, is the most indulgent of the lot-
an unapologetic fusion of Cantonese
technique and Southeast Asian flavour.

Vegetarians are just as well looked
after. The Luson Koumo Jiao pairs
asparagus with button mushroom for a
clean, earthy bite, and the Su Ji Jiao-a
plant-based soya bean dumpling served
with the same Thai curry dip-proves that
vegan dim sum needn’t feel like a com-
promise. 

The Kao Baozi arrives filled
with tempura enoki
mushroom and a
slick of spicy
mayo, while
the Si Xi Su
Jiao channels
a Cantonese

four-season medley of vegetables. For
something with more bite, the Doumiao
Mati Jiao brings Szechuan-spiced water
chestnut and snow peas together in a
satisfying crunch.

Executive Sous Chef Manish Prasad
sums up the philosophy behind the
menu: dim sum, he says,
is rooted in craftsman-
ship, balance and the
joy of sharing-and
Dumpling Diaries
was built to
honour that tradi-
tion while layering
in contemporary
flavour and 
presentation.A

vibrant spread

of bamboo basket

dim sum, served with

dipping sauces and

colourful

garnishes

COFFEE CULTURE



AMMA

The undefeatable power of
compassion
I never think about my birthday. It is my chil-
dren who wish to come together on this day
to light lamps of love and devotion. But this
is not the time for celebrations. This year,
as humankind faces increasing crises, my
wish is that it be a day of seva, shining a ray
of hope for others. Across the world, my chil-
dren are gathering to feed the poor, conduct
public cleanup drives, plant trees, and
meditate for world peace. Their selfless
service is what makes me happy.

Once as a little girl, I was collecting food
scraps from neighbouring homes and came
upon an elderly woman lying alone in her
hut. She was too weak to move, with no one
to care for her. She was starving. The sight
of that woman’s suffering struck me like a
lightning bolt. I ran home to gather food and
clothing and brought them to her. As I fed
her, she wept with gratitude.

At that moment, I understood some-
thing very clearly: God is not some distant
figure sitting on a throne in the sky. God
dwells in every being. Serving a suffering
person is serving God. Wiping that elderly
woman’s tears became my purpose. From
that point, nothing could hold me back.

Today, I have embraced more than 4 crore
people across the world, but this did not
begin intentionally. As a little girl, when I saw
people crying, I just wiped away their
tears. When they continued to weep, I
embraced them and patted their backs. If
they were still distressed, I let them lie in my
lap to comfort them. Their sorrow became
my sorrow. Their happiness became my hap-
piness.

There are two types of poverty in the
world. The first type is due to the lack of food,
clothing, and shelter. The second type is the
poverty oflove and compassion. We need to
deal with the second type of poverty first.
When our hearts are filled with love and
compassion, we will wholeheartedly help
those who lack food, clothing, and shelter.

Whether or not God exists might be a
source of debate, but no rational person can
ever say that suffering humanity does not
exist. We can see their suffering with our
own eyes. Service to such people is worship
of God.  Let  us  pray that  this self-sacrific-
ing attitude awakens in hearts across the

world. May we come to realise that the
waters of love, compassion, selflessness, and
sacrifice have not dried up in human hearts.

We must not let this world become a
desert. We must not let love and compas-
sion evaporate. If that happens, there will
no longer be any human beings here. This
beautiful world will become a forest filled
with human animals.

If only our minds, eyes, ears, and hands
could genuinely understand and feel the
sorrow and pain of others. How many sui-
cides could have been prevented? How
many people could have been protected
from exploitation and trafficking? How
many wars in the name of power and money
could have been avoided?

By calling out to God, we are planting the
seeds of love. Even if only one flower blos-
soms in a desert, isn’t it a beautiful sight?
If one tree grows there, won’t it give some
shade? Sincere prayer is selfless love.

United in this love, we can become an

undefeatable power. When we work togeth-
er, hand in hand with compassion, it is not
just one life force, but the life energy of
countless people that flows in harmony,
unimpeded. From that constant stream of
unity, real progress will take place, and we
will see the birth of a world of peace.

If that is sincerely our goal, then there is
only one path forward: we must usher in a
revolution of love. It is a revolution that
should happen first in the individual mind.
From there, it must expand to one’s home
and community. The rest will happen spon-
taneously. If that goal is reached, our
dreams of a noble world family will be ful-
filled.

To this day, as long as there is enough
strength to reach out to those who come to
me, to place my hand on a crying person’s
shoulder, I will continue to embrace people.
To lovingly caress them, to console and wipe
their tears until the end of this mortal frame
- this is my wish.

“LOVE AND COMPASSION ARE NECESSITIES, NOT
LUXURIES. WITHOUT THEM HUMANITY 

CANNOT SURVIVE”
— DALAI LAMA OPINE III
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DEVSAGAR SINGH

Flight Into Turbulence and Safe Landing
is an autobiography of MR Sivaraman,
former Executive Director of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
former Revenue Secretary to the
Government of India.

Civil services in India are often asso-
ciated with power and privilege, with offi-
cials administering their
respective domains as
largely faceless figures. Their
contribution to nation-build-
ing is frequently submerged
in the vastness of public
life. Not many choose to
recount their work and
experiences after retire-
ment. Former IAS officer
MR Sivaraman’s autobiog-
raphy, Flight Into
Turbulence and Safe
Landing, is therefore both
refreshing and informa-
tive. A 1962-batch officer of
the Madhya Pradesh cadre,
Sivaraman held several
key positions, including
Revenue Secretary to the
Government of India, Executive Director
at the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and Director General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). In his book, he presents his per-
spective candidly and without hesitation.
His willingness to recount both his
achievements and his differences with
those in positions of authority makes the
narrative particularly engaging.

Sivaraman says his approach to public
service was simple: remain upright and
honest, whatever the circumstances.
That principle, he believes, served him
well. He also recalls his differences with
political leaders, including the then Civil
Aviation Minister, the late Madhavrao
Scindia, over official matters during his
tenure as DGCA.

One of the most gripping sections deals
with the 1993 Indian Airlines hijacking
crisis. Sivaraman recounts the difficult
decision he took at Amritsar airport,
including the possibility of opening fire
inside a passenger-filled aircraft to

prevent it from taking off for Pakistan, as
demanded by the hijackers. His account
provides details and perspectives that
remain relatively unfamiliar even today.

The title may initially appear uncon-
ventional, but it is deeply symbolic.
Sivaraman took charge as DGCA at a tur-
bulent moment for Indian aviation, fol-
lowing the crash of an Airbus A320 in
Bangalore. His tenure placed him at the

centre of a sector facing
serious challenges, making
the metaphor of turbulence
particularly apt.

Sivaraman also questions
Jawaharlal Nehru’s eco-
nomic model, particular-
ly his socialist leanings,
which he argues con-
strained the growth of
the private sector. That
assessment, however,
could have benefited from
greater historical context.
Nehru had limited room
for manoeuvre in an era
when India was strug-
gling with widespread
poverty and enormous
developmental chal-

lenges, and the priorities of the time were
shaped by the needs of a vast population
struggling for basic survival.

Where Sivaraman is on particularly
firm ground is in his discussion of eco-
nomic reforms during his tenure as
Revenue Secretary under the then
Finance Minister, the late Manmohan
Singh. Flight Into Turbulence and Safe
Landing ultimately offers something
more than the recollections of a retired
bureaucrat. It provides an insider’s
account of the pressures, conflicts and
responsibilities that accompany public
office. Its strongest passages are those in
which Sivaraman allows the reader to see
the civil servant behind the office:
someone required to make difficult
decisions, stand his ground and navigate
the turbulence of administration without
compromising his principles.

The book reviewer is a writer and commentator on
public affairs, politics and society

Beyond punishment:
giving children in...
The influence of peers is equally significant.
A positive friend can lift a young person, while
a destructive group can pull him or her back
into the circumstances from which rehabil-
itation sought to provide an escape. When
children return to society, they therefore need
continued support to build healthy relation-
ships, find positive mentors and reconnect
with their families and communities. Society,
too, has a responsibility. If we repeatedly
remind a young person of his past, we make
it harder for him to build a future.
Accountability is essential, but stigma should
not become permanent. Trust may take
time to rebuild, but the opportunity to
rebuild it must remain open.

There is also a powerful possibility within
this process. A young person who has expe-
rienced addiction, violence or criminal influ-
ence can eventually become one of the
strongest voices against those very dangers.
Someone who has known darkness can
sometimes guide another towards light with
an authenticity that no textbook can provide.
A rehabilitated child can therefore become
not merely a beneficiary of the system but,
in time, an agent of prevention.

Additionally, this has a direct connection
with nation-building. India is often described
as a young nation and its youth as a demo-
graphic dividend. But a young population
becomes a dividend only when it is educat-
ed, healthy, skilled, purposeful and given
meaningful opportunities. Every child kept
away from drugs, reconnected with educa-
tion, equipped with skills and restored to a
dignified life represents more than an indi-
vidual success. It is an investment in the
country’s social stability and future.

Whenever a child comes into conflict with
the law, we naturally ask, “What did the child
do?” We must also ask, “What circumstances
brought the child here?” More importantly,
we should ask, “What can we do to ensure
that the child does not return to those circum-
stances?” And ultimately: “How can we help
this child become a responsible and produc-
tive citizen?” The answer requires the com-
bined commitment of the police, juvenile
justice institutions, families, schools, coun-

sellors, civil society and the community.
For policing, this calls for a broader under-

standing of success. Modern policing cannot
be confined to responding to offences after
they occur. Prevention, community trust
and protection of vulnerable children must
form an integral part of our mission. Our
success should not be measured only by cases
registered or offenders apprehended. It
should also be measured by how many young
lives we help redirect, away from drugs and
violence, towards education, skills, dignity
and opportunity.

When a child leaves a protection home, he
or she should not leave merely with a certifi-
cate or a date of release. The child should
leave with a plan for education or livelihood,
the ability to make healthier choices, support-
ive relationships and, above all, faith in his
or her own future. We must tell these chil-
dren something that society sometimes
forgets to tell them: your past may explain
where you came from, but it does not have
the right to decide where you will go. A
mistake can be a chapter in your life without
becoming the title of the entire book.

It is easy to label a child by an offence; it
is harder to help that child become a respon-
sible citizen. But a compassionate and demo-
cratic society must be willing to choose the
harder path. Rehabilitation is not charity. It
is an investment in public safety, social
justice and nation-building. When a young
person chooses dreams over drugs, discipline
over anger, skills over dependency and
responsibility over crime, society gains far
more than a reformed individual. It gains a
citizen.

Perhaps the most meaningful measure of
rehabilitation is when a child who once
needed protection grows into a young
person capable of protecting another child
from the very dangers he once faced. That is
more than rehabilitation. That is transforma-
tion. And that is how a second chance given
to one child can become an investment in the
future of an entire society and of the nation.

Dr Kumar Ashish, IPS, DIG, Koshi Range, Saharsa, Bihar is
known for pioneering people-centric policing initiatives such

as AAWAZ DO, Nasha-Mukt Koshi Abhiyan, E-Bharosa,
Coffee with SP, Thana Diwas and Rail Police Paathshala,

with a focus on women’s safety, digital policing, 
community engagement, drug abuse,
youth empowerment and social justice

Author: M R Sivaraman
Pages: 368 pages
Price: `49, Kindle edition
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A REVOLUTION OF LOVE
Today marks the 73rd birthday of Amma, Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi, a global spiritual 

master and humanitarian born in a poor fishing village in Keralam

Mesha | Aries: The week ahead helps you stay

composed even when situations feel uncertain.

Work can move smoothly, with tasks completed

on time and appreciation coming your way.

Financial matters may also improve, while relationships

remain supportive and old connections could return.

Watch out for: Speaking too sharply with elders and

overlooking an older family member’s health.

Vrishabha  |  Taurus: As the week unfolds,

fresh ideas can strengthen your professional

standing and an important person may prove

helpful in the long run. Money matters need

thoughtful handling, especially around risky decisions or

agreements. Family bonds can improve when you make

more time for them.

Watch out for: Financial strain, relationship distance and

physical overexertion.

Mithuna  |  Gemini: The coming week feels

calmer and more settled, with confidence and

professional authority likely to improve. Support

from your partner and friends can help personal

or business plans move ahead. Spending may remain high

despite good prospects, so keep priorities balanced.

Watch out for: Overspending, family worries and

breathing-related discomfort.

Karka  |  Cancer: During the week, unfinished

work can move towards completion through

steady effort. Business and investment matters

look encouraging, while asset-related decisions

may also come up. Personal relationships improve when

you listen patiently and avoid reacting too quickly.

Watch out for: Property paperwork, family tension and

neglecting your health under a heavy workload.

Simha  |  Leo: This week may bring a pleasant

emotional lift along with encouraging movement

in business and finances. Confidence grows, but

differences with your spouse are best handled

calmly before they build up. Friends may not always be

motivating, so trust your own judgement.

Watch out for: Domestic arguments, discouraging company

and breathing-related discomfort.

Kanya  |  Virgo: In the week ahead, a new

initiative may face resistance at first but can

gain support once its value becomes clear.

Business and financial prospects remain strong,

while family pressure begins to ease. Old friends or

relatives may reconnect positively.

Watch out for: Relationship disappointment and expecting

support without clear communication.

Tula  |  Libra: The week brings mixed but

manageable results, with earlier good efforts

returning in your favour even as delays test your

patience. Money transactions require extra care,

while support from your spouse and close friends helps

you stay steady. Family matters may bring happy news.

Watch out for: Financial fraud, paperwork delays and

breathing discomfort.

Vrishchika  |  Scorpio: As the week

progresses, career matters can open promising

opportunities and business decisions may

become more rewarding. Income may slow

briefly before recovering, while friends can offer practical

support. Relationships improve when you explain yourself

with patience rather than frustration.

Watch out for: Family health concerns and overextending

yourself professionally.

Dhanu  |  Sagittarius: The coming week

supports business growth and profitable deals,

especially through trusted connections.

Professional dealings remain favourable, though

income may feel less secure than expected. Siblings or

friends can help with practical matters when pressure

rises, and a short break may help you recharge.

Watch out for: Loose talk in relationships and overwork.

Makara  |  Capricorn: This week looks

eventful, with work progressing steadily and

business matters showing encouraging

movement. Your communication can help in

negotiations and relationships, while a housing or

property decision may also come into focus. Money needs

careful handling despite positive momentum.

Watch out for: Casual lending, delayed plans and back or

abdominal discomfort.

Kumbha  |  Aquarius: Over the coming week,

your focus shifts strongly towards self-

improvement and professional progress. Career

recognition and financial stability look favourable,

while family support can guide you through a temporary

setback. Old contacts may return with renewed interest and

support.

Watch out for: Relationship disappointment and ignoring

useful advice from your partner.

Meena  |  Pisces: The week calls for patience,

especially when making decisions about 

matters that have troubled you for some time.

Work may face errors or missed opportunities,

while finances need caution and less dependence on

others. Differences within the family should be handled

without haste.

Watch out for: Rash decisions, careless speech, borrowing

pressure and health concerns.

An officer’s flight through turbulence

AMMA’S 
HUMANITARIAN IMPACT

64.6 lakh
people given ‘t898 crore in free

healthcare

48,000
homes built for those without one

2.5 lakh
women in 15,000 self-help groups

4.2 lakh
students reached with digital tutoring

55,000
rural children granted scholarships

2800
villages adopted across India

74 lakh
global participants in yoga &

meditation

60 lakh
trees planted across the world

Amma has given her darshan in the form of a motherly embrace to more than 4 crore people across the world.

Amma comforts survivors of the 2004
Indian Ocean Tsunami. Her relief efforts

came to more than `500 crore.

BRAHMACHARINI RAJESWARI, 
MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI MATH

It began in the poor fishing village where

Amma was born in 1953. As a young girl,

she helped all who came to her with

their sorrows. Sharing food with hungry

children at school. Caring for elderly

abandoned by their families. Giving what

little money she could to people in debt.

As she wiped away the tears, their

prayers became Amma’s prayers.

Her humanitarian work begins with

immediate aid for those who share their

hardships. She then builds massive

humanitarian solutions that transcend

political,  regional,  linguistic,  and

religious differences. Amma’s initiatives

have become a global spiritual and

humanitarian movement that reaches

more than 50 countries.

Amma truly embodies the ancient

concept of Universal Motherhood. It is a

love and compassion felt not only

towards one’s own children, but towards

all people, animals and plants, rocks and

rivers - a love extended to all of nature.

Indeed, to a woman in whom the state of

true motherhood has awakened, all

creatures are her children.

After 12 hours
of giving
darshan in
Kolkata, Amma
and her team
took to the
streets to gather
years of
accumulated
trash. Within
three hours, a
3km stretch was
clean again.

What does a prayer become when someone truly hears it?

Whether or not God exists might be a source of debate, but no
rational person can ever say that suffering humanity does not exist.

— Amma
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YOUR VOICE

By Michael Peregrine
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Cornstarch and pigskin have absolutely 
nothing in common, at least on the surface. 
The former is a gluten-free powder that 
adds crispness to certain foods and helps 
prevent clumping in baked goods. The 
latter is a flexible, breathable hide of pigs 
and has been used to make products such 
as shoes, purses, wallets and early forms of 
sports equipment.

But with the help of two larger-than-
life personalities, the two products came 
together over 100 years ago in Decatur, Illi-
nois, to help create what ultimately became 
pro football and the Chicago Bears.

In 1920, Decatur was a fast-growing 
central Illinois city with an emerging 
industrial base and a strong blue-collar 
core. One of its major businesses at the time 
was the A.E. Staley Manufacturing Co., 
which manufactured cornstarch and its 
derivative products. Its owner, the dynamic 
Augustus Eugene “Gene” Staley, firmly 
believed in the business prospects of starch 
and invested heavily in the business — and 
in the community.

By early 1920, Staley determined that 
sponsoring a company sports team would 
be good for both business marketing and 
employee morale. He reached out to young 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
graduate George Halas, a railroad bridge 
designer, who was known locally for his 
athletic talent and sports organizational 
skills. The deal was that Halas would form a 
football team whose players would become 
employees of, and be paid by, the Staley 
Co. These were no “sham” jobs; the play-
ers were actually expected to work in the 
starch mills.

Halas leaned into the new job with zeal, 
using his earlier barnstorming connections 
to both recruit and coach players, while 
organizing a makeshift league called the 
American Professional Football Associ-
ation. The APFA’s inaugural 1920 season 
featured 14 teams in cities ranging from 
Chicago (the Cardinals) to Cleveland, and 
from Buffalo to Rochester, with smaller 

stops in between. Halas’ “Starchmen” bull-
dozed through the schedule to the unoffi-
cial championship game in Chicago, which 
resulted in a tie with the Akron Pros.

But off-the-field finances threatened 
the future of the team. By early 1921, the 
company’s payroll obligations for 25 foot-
ball-playing employees proved to be too 
much of a burden for Staley. Right before 
the scheduled start of the season, in what 
would become a truly historic sports deci-
sion, Staley offered Halas $5,000 to move 
the team to Chicago, on the condition that 
the team would keep the “Staleys” name for 
one year.

On Oct. 6, 1921, Halas formally accepted 

the offer, quickly negotiated a contract with 
Cubs President William Veeck Sr. for the 
soon-to-be renamed Bears to play at Wrig-
ley Field (as they did for almost 50 years) 
and took the Staleys north.

The rest, they say, is history — and quite 
the history indeed, for all involved.

Staley prompted the expansion of his 
starch company into a well-known food 
products company with a broad range of 
offerings. His greatest business legacy was 
guiding the company into the soybean field, 
for which he became a true visionary. The 
company was sold in 1988.

Halas, of course, owned the Chicago 
Bears for his entire life, coaching the team 

for over 35 years and winning eight NFL 
championships. He was inducted into the 
NFL Hall of Fame. The book “Papa Bear” 
by author Jeff Davis is an authoritative 
resource on Halas’ extraordinary life and 
career.

The APFA officially changed its name to 
the National Football League in 1922, with 
only the Bears and the Cardinals remaining 
as league members from the original 1920 
group of 14 teams. The NFL is the most 
popular sports league in the United States. 
According to the global market research 
firm Statista, it is also the most lucrative 
U.S. sports league, with annual revenue 
exceeding $21 billion.

Once known as the “Soybean Capital of 
the World,” Decatur remains a proud and 
vibrant community, despite suffering a loss 
of both major industry and population. 
Prominent companies such as ADM and 
Caterpillar remain a significant local pres-
ence, and the city is highly recognized for 
its extensive park system and water recre-
ation areas.

Staley is reported to have said that “big 
men don’t do small things” when referring 
to his business and civic goals. Halas would 
no doubt have agreed with that perspec-
tive. For history will view both Staley and 
Halas as big men, who did indeed do big 
things. Both were men of incredible drive 
and vision; of resilience and fortitude; of 
controversy and great success: Staley in the 
development of the soybean industry and 
Halas in his leadership of Chicago’s favorite 
sports team.

And by their October 1921 agreement, 
they laid the seeds for what has become 
one of the biggest things in terms of both 
Chicago and American culture.

Staley and Halas: erstwhile partners 
whose brief collaboration led to the new 
American pastime. That’s something to 
remember the next time you reflect on the 
initials on Bears jerseys and on the name of 
the team mascot.

Michael Peregrine is a retired Chicago 
lawyer and a graduate of Oak Park High 
School.

Decatur’s amazing role in  
the history of the Bears, NFL

Bears owner George Halas, left, is presented with photos of the Decatur Staleys on  
Oct. 2, 1961, by Leck Ruthrauf of the Staley Manufacturing Co. at the Bears’ offices in 
Chicago. The images replaced ones lost during a January 1961 fire that gutted the Bears’ 
previous headquarters. LUIGI MENDICINO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Children’s vaccinations matter
With a new school year underway, things 

like homework, back-to-school nights and 
PTA meetings are on all of our minds right 
now. As a parent of three elementary-age 
children, I certainly understand the busy-
ness of keeping up with everything to start 
the year.

To help set our kids up for success this 
coming year, we also need to prioritize stay-
ing up to date with children’s vaccinations. 
As we return to classrooms and spend more 
time indoors, respiratory viruses are sure 
to rise and can spread quickly. Keeping up 
to date on vaccinations protects not only 
your child from serious illness and school 
absence, but is also a responsibility we all 
share to help protect our neighbors, teach-
ers and communities.

Recently, the Illinois Department of 
Public Health released its new immuniza-
tion guidance for children and adults head-
ing into the fall respiratory virus season and 
school year. Reviewed and approved by 20 
highly qualified medical experts on the Illi-
nois Immunization Advisory Committee, 
this science- and fact-based guideline is our 
best protection against influenza and other 
respiratory viruses.

Recent outbreaks remind us why these 
protections matter. In the last few years, we 
have seen high numbers of cases of whoop-
ing cough and our largest measles outbreak 
since 1991. These dangerous illnesses are 
all completely preventable and serve as 
a reminder of the importance of proper 
vaccines to protect the health of our fami-
lies and children. And childhood vaccines 
do more than protect the child receiving 
them. They also help protect the people 
with whom they have close interactions — 
including infants, older adults and people 
with weakened immune systems or who 
are vulnerable to serious illness.

As we kick off the school year and feel the 
fall season upon us, making sure our chil-
dren are up to date on their vaccinations is 
one of the simplest and most effective steps 
we can take to protect the health of our 
children and our shared communities.

Here’s to a safe, healthy and exciting new 
school year ahead.
— Robert D. Anderson, CEO and president, 
Respiratory Health Association

I hope carp barrier works
I am so glad that work on the carp barrier 

at the Brandon Road Lock and Dam has 
been restarted (“Work resumes on proj-
ect to keep invasive carp out,” Sept 15). The 
Romeoville barrier does not protect the Des 
Plaines River above where the river and 
the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal join. 
There is carp fencing between the river and 

the canal in the Lemont area, which may or 
may not prevent carp from getting into the 
canal in flood stage.

I have paddled near Starved Rock where 
the carp are found. They jumped over our 
boats and over our heads. They are big and 
can injure anyone they hit. They are aggres-
sive.

The Des Plaines River provides scenic 
recreation and fishing as well as running 
through many suburban villages. The Des 
Plaines River Canoe & Kayak Marathon 
hosts hundreds of paddlers every May, as 
an example.

Rivers flood and take the fish with them 
when they do.

I pray that the barrier beats the carp and 
works.
— Don Mueggenborg, Lemont

Writer Ben Hecht’s career
Chris Jones’ review of the Ben Hecht-

Charles MacArthur Chicago-set play “The 
Front Page” as performed at Northlight 
Theater includes a couple arguable asser-

tions (“Northlight Theatre’s old-school 
welcome home,” Sept. 23). While the film 
“His Girl Friday,” Howard Hawks’ 1940 
version of the play, is a delight due to its 
cast — Cary Grant and Rosalind Russell — 
making the most of the gender switch that 
Northlight retains, it doesn’t render forgot-
ten “The Front Page” from 1974 starring 
Jack Lemmon, Walter Matthau and Susan 
Sarandon. Or the 1931 original starring 
Pat O’Brien and Adolphe Menjou, a sharp 
pre-Code classic.

Furthermore, Hecht scorned Holly-
wood but could hardly have regretted the 
decadeslong career he had as a protean 
screenwriter, from getting the first Acad-
emy Award for Original Screenplay in 1929 
to penning the first script for 1967’s “Casino 
Royale” just before he died. Along the way, 
Hecht co-wrote the screenplays for 1932’s 
“Scarface,” “Gunga Din,” 1939’s Wuthering 
Heights, “Gone with the Wind” and “Noto-
rious,” among many, many other films. And 
complained about it all the way to the bank.
— Howard Mandel, Chicago

A name with 2 purposes
Here’s my idea for a name for the giant 

boulder discovered at O’Hare International 
Airport: “Chicago Rocks!”

Maybe it could even spark a new ad 
campaign for our city. After all, tourism 
rocks!
— Sheryl Slone Tarkoff, Chicago

More stories like this, please
Regarding “Police officer delivers baby 

hours into first shift” (Sept. 19): Congrats 
for a heartwarming story about Grayslake 
police Officer Kelsey Watson delivering 
Baby Ellowyn! This story should be on the 
front page.

Please continue to look for good news.
— Nan Hinchsliff, Glenview

Voice of the people

BILL BRAMHALL/NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Email your 
letter submissions, 400 words or less, to 
letters@chicagotribune.com. Include your 
full name, address and phone number.
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Southeastern Ukraine

D eep in a bunker, a de-
vice resembling an
alarm clock sits on the
desk of Maj. Robert
“Magyar” Brovdi. It

shows the number of Russians his
troops have killed that day: 302
when our conversation begins in
the afternoon. “When you are leav-
ing the number will be higher,” he
says. The Unmanned Systems
Forces, which he has commanded
since June 2025, amounts to 2.5%
of Ukraine’s armed forces, but it’s
responsible for approximately a
third of all Russian casualties in
the past year.

The Russians have more men, a
stronger economy and a defense-
production advantage. Yet “a small
modern Ukrainian army is winning
over the old Soviet system that
was in Ukraine,” Maj. Brovdi, 51,
says. “By injecting civilians into
the army structure,” Ukraine has
made its military nimbler. Maj.
Brovdi, a successful global grain
trader before the war, has taken a
“business-oriented approach” as
he beats plowshares into swords.
He argues the war is “about math,
proper planning, using forces well”
and spending “the smallest
amount of budget possible.”

Western militaries aren’t as
sclerotic as the Soviet army was,
but bureaucratic entrenchment
hinders speed, efficiency, flexibil-
ity and innovation. How’s that
working out? Iran is fighting
asymmetrically, and a mighty show
of U.S. force hasn’t been enough to
restore free passage in the Strait
of Hormuz. Europe can’t seem to
stop suspicious drones from loiter-
ing near sensitive military sites
and critical infrastructure. Last
month Germany failed to detect an
explosives-laden drone at the air-
port in Leipzig but got lucky when
the detonator failed. Ukrainian
drone operators have repeatedly
trounced North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization troops, including Amer-
icans, in military exercises.

Something fundamental has
changed about the threat, and that
requires institutional changes to
Western militaries. “In Ukraine a
symphony is being perfected, and
to our partners we’re teaching the
notes,” Maj. Brovdi says. “We
could give them the symphony, but
they couldn’t appreciate it because
they’re looking for the best
drone.” Today’s best drone will be
obsolete by the time it rolls off
torpid Western production lines.

Instead, he advises, “the task at
hand is to build an ecosystem” in
which cheap and good-enough
drones, among other tools, can be
put to effective use. He showed me

what this ecosystem looks like by
allowing me to visit the command
center for Magyar’s Birds, a unit
that under his leadership grew
from a small territorial defense
group to the 414th Separate Un-
manned Systems Brigade.

Because of their outsize lethal-
ity, Maj. Brovdi and his men have a
Russian target on their backs. The
Unmanned Systems Forces says the
Kremlin has put out the word
through post-Soviet criminal net-
works of a $20 million reward for
information about Maj. Brovdi’s
whereabouts. Russian courts have
convicted him in absentia on ter-
rorism charges related to Ukrainian
military operations and sentenced
him to decades in prison. So the
logistics of my visit are complex.

I was required to turn off loca-
tion services on my phone and
place it in airplane mode. Then it
went into a Faraday bag, which ob-
structs Wi-Fi, cellular, Bluetooth
and GPS signals. Maj. Brovdi’s
team drove me to the meeting
points in a vehicle with the win-
dows blacked out to obscure any
glimpse of the route to secret loca-
tions somewhere in southeastern
Ukraine. Members of his Un-
manned Systems Forces take simi-
lar cloak-and-dagger precautions
when moving around the country.

The Russians have killed 79
men and women from Magyar’s
Birds since the start of the war,
and their names are etched on the
wall at the entrance of the com-
mand center. Maj. Brovdi tallies
his revenge by calculator: By the
day of our interview, the Un-
manned Systems Forces had killed
or wounded 656 Russians for ev-
ery one of their own fallen, and he
says “I don’t think this exchange
rate is good enough.” Pass through
that somber corridor, and you en-
ter a complex that resembles a
cross between a NASA mission-
control room and a cosmopolitan
art gallery, the walls adorned with
works from Maj. Brovdi’s private
collection, including paintings by
Ukrainian artists Anatoly Kryvolap
and Maria Prymachenko.

Here, you get the God’s-eye
view of the front, which is no lon-
ger a single line but a 30- to 35-
mile band known as the kill zone,
where small clusters of Russian
and Ukrainian troops are inter-
spersed, fighting each other with
drones, taking and defending posi-
tions. Reconnaissance and strike
models alike provide real-time
video footage. Citing Ukrainian
military intelligence, the Times of
London reported this month that
the average life expectancy of a
Russian soldier arriving on the
Ukrainian battlefield is 20 to 30
minutes. I’m about to see why.

Ukraine’s battlefield-manage-
ment system, known as Delta,
“fully integrates every single
drone, every sensor, and every
shooting platform into just one
single network,” then-U.S. Army
Secretary Dan Driscoll told the
Senate Armed Services Committee
in May. Across Ukraine this unified

combat workspace is used from
the strategic level down to the tac-
tical level, sometimes even the
company level. In contrast, Mr.
Driscoll warned lawmakers, “our
software systems are compartmen-
talized, isolated and ineffective
against modern threats.”

Among myriad functions, Delta
allows drone pilots to record pins
on a Google-like map of anything
noteworthy they see on their route,
including enemy soldiers or vehi-
cles. That triggers an alert to those
nearby, who can respond like Uber
drivers when a request for a ride
pings through the system. Maj.
Brovdi sets guidelines but esti-
mates he delegates 90% of combat
decisions, which frees his troops to
act on information quickly without
seeking permission.

“When we detect the enemy, it’s
actually the end of the enemy,” my
command-center guide says. We
hover briefly by one cluster of
screens. On one monitor, a high-
flying drone transmits the view of
a field. Movement: a solitary Rus-
sian soldier. Another screen shows
the perspective of a low-flying
drone closing in on him. The Rus-
sian runs around a tree, then into
deep grass, but he can’t hide. From
the aerial view, I see a puff of
smoke. No more movement.

T he first unit to respond and
successfully eliminate a tar-
get earns e-points that can

be redeemed for weapons on a
government-run market—but with-
out video footage to prove the
strike, the operation doesn’t count
as successful. Regardless of the
outcome, after each mission the
Unmanned System Forces gener-
ates a digital report looking at 10
key parameters, including the loca-
tion, conditions, date, time and re-
sult of the operation; the target;
the drone, explosive or other tools
used in the strike; and the pilot
and any other soldiers involved.

Ukrainians also use Delta and
complementary applications to im-

prove situational awareness and
protect their own troops. At the
command center, operational offi-
cers monitor what’s happening in
real time, remain in constant com-
munication with those at the front,
and alert them to any enemy
movements or changes in nearby
conditions. There’s also granular
historical data about the battle-
field. Need to evacuate a wounded
Ukrainian soldier or infiltrate an
enemy position? You may discover
that even though it is a relentlessly
clear-skied summer week, there’s a
small area near a pond that is reli-
ably shrouded in dense fog be-
tween 5 and 8 a.m., providing some
cover from enemy reconnaissance.

Militaries worldwide have long
struggled with perverse incentives
to falsify what’s actually happen-
ing on the battlefield. Exaggerate
the enemy threat, and you may get
more resources; obscure your fail-
ures, and you evade accountability.
But video, audio, sensor and radar
data and more are recorded in
Delta in a decentralized way—and
from top to bottom in the military
chain, users can see the underlying
proof. That ensures an honest bat-
tlefield picture.

“Data is a strategic resource of
the war,” Maj. Brovdi says. He be-
gan meticulously collecting it in
2022 as a territorial-defense unit
commander. Today Magyar’s Birds
alone records 10 to 12 terabytes a
day—the equivalent of nearly 20
years of recorded sound, or more
than three million songs. Nation-
wide, Delta records petabytes
(quadrillions of bytes) each day. In
corporate speak, all this informa-
tion is actionable, and Unmanned
Systems Forces uses tools, includ-
ing an internally developed, closed
artificial-intelligence system, to
crunch through it quickly.

I saw business-style metrics for
which makes and models of drones
can best take out specific Russian
targets at the most favorable cost
ratio. The Unmanned Systems
Forces and other parts of the

Ukrainian military are putting bat-
tlefield information to use for re-
search and development, linking
weapons makers with the front
line. Fast, accurate feedback accel-
erates innovation by quantifying
what does and doesn’t work.
“Whoever is capable to reach the
next Rubicon first has the upper
hand,” Maj. Brovdi says.

As our interview concludes, the
digital ticker on Mr. Brovdi’s desk
reports 343 dead Russians—41
killed since we started speaking.

Other parts of the Ukrainian
armed forces are using a similar
approach to strike logistics and
isolate Russian soldiers at the
front, reduce Ukrainian casualties,
thwart Russian advances and in-
tercept drones, among other key
functions. Smart use of Delta and
related platforms, the ability to
analyze and act quickly on data,
personal initiative and decentral-
ized decision-making, the ability to
invent or improve weapons fast,
quick and accurate feedback from
the front—these are some of the
characteristics of the ecosystem
enabling successes disproportion-
ate to Ukraine’s size.

Maj. Brovdi says matching en-
emy capacity is “the bare mini-
mum” required to stay competitive
with an adversary. “If you really
want to diminish even the possibil-
ity of the attack, you need to
greatly overcome their capabili-
ties.” The bad news is that “what
is known to Russia is known in full
to their partners,” including China,
Iran and North Korea. Terrorists
and school-shooter types are also
paying attention, and commercial
drones can be bought off the shelf
and home-rigged to kill. But the
purchase of a commercial drone
“will not even ring bells in the
head of a police officer” or “cause
the same kind of reaction as a fire-
arm,” Mr. Brovdi observes.

O ur interview happens the
same week as the 25th anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks,

which were an early example of
asymmetrical warfare. “America
already knows how one incident
can turn everything upside down,”
Maj. Brovdi says. “I don’t wish for
something like this to happen in-
volving drones, but it’s unavoid-
able. We need to prepare for that.”

The Unmanned Systems Forces
can serve as a template as the U.S.
and Europe catch up. “To retrain
old military personnel is much
harder than to recruit this new
2.5% of the army from civilians,”
Maj. Brovdi says. He suggests
bringing in people who have cre-
ativity and initiative and lack the
baggage of conventional military
thinking. These special forces can
serve as “a quick reaction force to
any challenges that are coming
their way during the times while
the general army is still being
trained.”

Ms. Melchior is a London-based
member of the Journal’s editorial
board.

Inside Ukraine’s Drone Mission Control Room

S
E
R
G
IY
M
A
ID
U
K
O
V

Visit with the commander
of the Unmanned Systems
Forces, who has a warning
for the U.S. and NATO.

THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW with Robert Brovdi | By Jillian Kay Melchior

OPINION

Nikole Hannah-Jones and the Price of ‘Equality’
Nikole Hannah-
Jones kept asking
me, “What are you
willing to give up for
equality?” In her
mind, if white par-
ents like me some-
how got less, black
students like her
daughter would be
better educated. Her
favorite buzzwords,

“integration” and “segregation,”
were being thrown around like it was
1954 (combined, we used them 69
times in a 90-minute interview) even
though it was 2019, and no school in
America bars any student for being
black.

In fact, I was on the side of equal-
ity, and I did pay a price. In my ca-
pacity as president of a local school
council, I was defending New York
City’s “screened schools,” which ad-
mit students based on objective crite-
ria, without regard to race or ethnic-
ity. Ms. Hannah-Jones was
interviewing me for a New York
Times series titled “Segregated City,”
a video companion piece of sorts to
her 2016 article “Choosing a School
for My Daughter in a Segregated
City.”

Everyone I knew told me not to do
it. I probably should have listened. I
was run out of my job as a public de-
fender, lost many friends, and had to
navigate a steady stream of racism
accusations while serving on the
school council.

Ms. Hannah-Jones, who is notori-
ous for leading the Times’s “1619
Project,” has a different idea of
equality: identical statistical out-
comes by race, regardless of individ-
ual achievement. It turns out she

was willing to sacrifice something in
pursuit of this ideal: her daughter’s
education.

Her new follow-up to her 2016 ar-
ticle is titled “In Fighting for Every
Black Child, Did I Betray My Own?”
She describes the atrocious major-
ity-black, high-poverty elementary
and middle schools she chose for the
girl, Najya, which left her unpre-
pared for high school. Ms. Hannah-
Jones had assumed that her own af-
fluence, status and persistence

would make the schools better. It
didn’t. When Najya, now 16, was in
seventh grade, she confronted her
mother: “So you had money to send
me to one of the best schools, and
you chose not to? Because other
kids are disadvantaged, you didn’t
want to put me in a great school?”

Najya now attends what her
mother describes as “one of the
city’s hardest public high schools to
get into . . . predominantly white
and Asian . . . in a wealthy, gentri-
fied neighborhood.” Ms. Hannah-
Jones is receiving plaudits for ad-
mitting she was wrong. But she
acknowledges only that she mis-
judged the effectiveness of her plan
for her own daughter. She still clings
to the destructive ideology that
damaged Najya’s education.

Ms. Hannah-Jones’s question to
me, “What are you willing to give

up?,” stems from her operating as-
sumption, that white parents are to
blame for the bad schools in which
too many black children are trapped.
“This systemic sorting of worthy and
unworthy children is justified by say-
ing that our ‘brightest’ students de-
serve and demand more rigor,” she
writes in her most recent article.
“While many of the city’s Asian stu-
dents have benefited from these
screens, in reality the screens are
part of a tawdry bargain to keep a
dwindling number of white and
wealthier parents from exiting the
public school system.”

My insistence that my children get
a good education is neither tawdry
nor a bargain. It’s called being a
good parent, and Ms. Hannah-Jones
could and should have done it for her
own child. Now, instead of asking
hard questions about why her ap-
proach failed, she doubles down on
her original thesis: racism.

Ms. Hannah-Jones and I both have
children who are juniors in the New
York City public schools. I also have
two older children who graduated in
2024 and 2026, as well as a fifth-
grader, so I have some comparison
points Ms. Hannah-Jones lacks. My
two eldest graduated from a school
system that required Regents ex-
ams—subject-matter competency
tests that measure students’ baseline
proficiency and stress-test whether
the system itself is serving students.
My youngest two, like Najya, won’t
have to take those exams because the
“equity” movement Ms. Hannah-
Jones champions won the day: The
state Education Department has de-
cided that the class of 2027 is the
last that will have to pass the Re-
gents to graduate.

I have also seen the effect of re-
placing state test scores, grades and
attendance as admission rubrics for
middle school and high school with
lottery numbers. It did lessen the
number of white and Asian kids in
“good” schools and increase black
and Hispanic enrollment. It also
fueled the exodus of families of all
colors from the school system. Ms.
Hannah-Jones calls that racism in ac-
tion. But city data don’t support her
claim. The school system asked fami-
lies why they left. Forty-one percent
wanted a more rigorous education
than the city’s public schools could
provide. Of families who switched to
charters, which overwhelmingly
serve minority students, 46% cited
the need for greater academic rigor.
For families moving to private
schools, 42% did.

Racial animus is Ms. Hannah-
Jones’s blind spot, and it runs
through everything else she won’t

look at. The Mississippi Miracle—a
decade-long, low-cost literacy over-
haul that took the poorest state in
the country from 49th to ninth in the
nation in reading—never makes it
into her articles. Neither do the char-
ter schools that routinely outper-
form their district counterparts with
similar students and less money.

If you care about improving out-
comes for black students, you ought
to ask how that happened. Ms. Han-
nah-Jones doesn’t, because she is
sure she already has the answer to
what ails New York’s schools:
“wealthy white parents.” Najya fig-
ured out that parents like me were on
to something when we championed
meritocracy and selective schools.
Her mother has a lot of lessons to
learn.

Ms. Maron is a co-founder of Par-
ent Leaders for Accelerated Curricu-
lum and Education NYC.

She sacrificed her child’s
education for a false ideal.
I lost my job and many
friends for a true one.

CROSS
COUNTRY
By Maud
Maron

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu speaking to the United
Nations General Assembly Sep. 24:

Mr. [Zohran] Mamdani, since you
were elected mayor of this city,
many Jews no longer feel safe in
New York. They talk to me. They tell
me. This isn’t the city we remember.
It changed so quickly. Now it’s no
wonder. You praise criminals con-
victed of supporting Hamas. You
count as friends people like Hasan
Piker, who said America deserved
9-11. America deserved 9-11. . . .

Mr. Mamdani, you try to stop me

from coming here. You try to silence
me. Well, you can’t silence me.

You can’t silence the truth. And
here’s the simple truth. Here’s the
simple truth. Israel didn’t commit
genocide. Israel prevented genocide.
And that’s exactly, that’s exactly
what Mr. Mamdani’s Hamas buddies
would have done to us had we not
stopped them. They would have
killed every last one of us. The lies
you and other antisemites spread
about the Jews and the Jewish state
have real consequences. In New
York, Jews are threatened on the
way to synagogue.

Notable & Quotable: Mamdani
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Good Schools Are Built on Effective Execution
Roland Fryer observes that “re-

sources alone can’t explain disparate
outcomes among schools serving simi-
lar children with similar budgets”
(“The Education of Nikole Hannah-
Jones,” op-ed, Sept. 24). He’s right,
but we should follow that insight
where it leads.

For decades, education debates
have focused nearly to exclusion on
structures and inputs: funding, segre-
gation, poverty, class size, governance
and school choice. These things mat-
ter. But if similarly situated schools
produce dramatically different results,
our curiosity must extend inside the
schoolhouse—to what adults do with
the children we entrust to them.

Nikole Hannah-Jones’s account of her
daughter’s education makes this point
painfully clear, although it seems lost
on her. Bluntly, Najya didn’t fail to learn
fractions because her classmates were
black. Her teacher didn’t repeatedly fail
to show up because the school was seg-
regated. Assignments didn’t go unread,
unassessed or ungraded because afflu-
ent children attended elsewhere. Teach-
ers failed to teach. Grades misled stu-
dents and parents. Leadership failed to
ensure that the basic functions of

schooling occurred reliably. These are
failures of institutional competence and
a devastating challenge to Ms. Hannah-
Jones’s theory of change.

Mr. Fryer recognizes the broader
lesson. “Choice advocates make the op-
posite mistake by assuming choice is
enough,” he writes. “Choice can provide
an exit from a bad school; it isn’t a pro-
duction function for creating a good
one.” Precisely. How will an ineffective
teacher suddenly become excellent
merely because the person signing her
paycheck changes?

This must be the enduring lesson of
Ms. Hannah-Jones’s experience. Struc-
tural reforms can create better condi-
tions for improvement, but they can’t
guarantee it. Curriculum matters. In-
struction matters. Assessment, school
culture and leadership matter. Above
all, competent execution matters.

The next task for education reform
isn’t merely helping parents identify
good schools but understanding what
makes schools good—and how to
make effective classroom practice rou-
tine rather than exceptional.

ROBERT PONDISCIO
American Enterprise Institute

Medusa, N.Y.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Instead of a punitive approach,
could we try a restorative

conversation?”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Congress Tries to Fix College Sports

R emember the debate over paying col-
lege athletes? That seems quaint now.
Todaymany are paid like professionals,

and college athletics has be-
come a chaotic mess. Now
Congress wants to ride to the
rescue, and we can only hope
it turns out better than most
of what Congress does.

The Senate recently voted
to advance legislation that attempts to impose
order on the free-for-all. Men’s football and
basketball are now essentially professional
leagues, albeit without rules regulating compe-
tition. The bidding wars began when the Su-
preme Court ruled unanimously in 2021 (Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association v. Alston)
that NCAA rules aren’t protected from antitrust
scrutiny.

Colleges now bid for players like they’re pro-
fessional free agents. Most NCAA Division I
schools have so-called collectives funded by
private donors to pay athletes. Some colleges
pay athletes directly. Top college football and
basketball players can earn upward of $5 mil-
lion, and smaller schools and conferences are
left at a disadvantage.

Rich paydays have encouraged players to
challenge the NCAA’s five-year limit on eligibil-
ity so they can continue playing into their
mid-20s. Some who have left for the pros have
tried to return to college, and there’s little the
NCAA can do to stop them.

Leaders of the Southeastern Conference
(SEC) this month floated expelling Louisiana
State University after football coach Lane Kiffin
attempted to add players who had spent time
in the NFL in violation of a conference rule. A
state judge in Louisiana barred the SEC from en-
forcing its rule. Mr. Kiffin has backed down, but
other coaches have also sought to recruit play-
ers from professional leagues.

Enter Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz and
Washington Democrat Maria Cantwell, who
have brokered legislation that would effectively
codify an NCAA legal settlement with athletes
from last summer. Colleges would be allowed
to pay their athletes collectively up to $21.6
million (adjusted with inflation).

Colleges could also earmark up to $22.5 mil-
lion to pay athletes from a “retention pool”—
supposedly to prevent them from transferring
to other schools—and another $5 million on
women’s and Olympic sport athletes. At the
same time, schools wouldn’t be allowed to use
booster clubs to funnel money to athletes un-

der the guise of paying them for “name, image
and likeness” rights. The idea is to stop colleges
from launderingmoney to athletes through the

back door, while letting them
pay more through the front.

The Senate bill would also
restrict players from transfer-
ring more than once and cod-
ify the NCAA’s five-year eligi-
bility limit. It would pre-empt

state laws and give the NCAA a narrow anti-
trust exemption to enforce its rules.

Unions oppose the bill because it doesn’t de-
cree that athletes are employees with collec-
tive-bargaining rights, which most colleges op-
pose. Our bet is that most players also won’t
want to unionize and be treated as “employees”
once they realize that could mean paying union
dues and income taxes on scholarship money.

i i i

A political body like Congress is hardly an
ideal referee for college sports, but this may be
the only way to stop states from exploiting the
Supreme Court’s decision. The federal govern-
ment also has a financial interest in ensuring
that colleges don’t becomeminor professional
teams with schools attached.

A Government Accountability Office (GAO)
report this summer found that 94% of Division
I athletic programs spent more money than
they generated in the 2023-2024 school year.
The median spending gap was $20.6 million.
Colleges collectively spent $7.2 billion to back-
fill their sports budgets with other revenue, in-
cluding federal student aid.

The GAO estimates that the median college
contribution to sports programs per under-
graduate student was about $8,500 over the
course of a four-year degree. Much of this
money, GAO said, was “funded by tuition and
fees paid by students,” which “indirectly in-
clude federal funds students receive in federal
student aid to pay their tuition and fees.”

College sports (and their athletes) also ben-
efit from enormous tax subsidies. Revenue
from ticket sales and TV broadcasts are exempt
from federal tax. Colleges don’t pay property
tax on stadiums, which are typically built with
tax-exempt bonds. Many states are allocating
more taxpayer dollars to public universities so
they can recruit players, lest their schools fall
behind in the bidding wars.

The Senate looks ready to vote on the legisla-
tion onMonday, and expect opponents to shout
that colleges will profit off athletes. But if any-
one is being exploited now, it’s taxpayers.

The NCAA invites 535
athletic commissioners.

Hope it works out.

Trump Gives Putin Another Blessing

I n the annals of cognitive presidential dis-
sonance, here’s a dubious classic: President
Trump has invited Russian dictator Vladi-

mir Putin to the G-20meeting
he’s hosting in December even
as Western intelligence ser-
vices warn that Russia is esca-
lating its hybrid war against
NATO countries.

Mr. Trump is hosting the
G-20 heads of state at his Trump National
Doral club in December. Mr. Putin has been
persona non grata since he invaded Ukraine
in 2022, for the obvious reason that he’s re-
sponsible for killing hundreds of thousands.
The U.S. invitation will give the Russian a
photo-op to show Russians that he’s no longer
a pariah on the world stage. It’s a global reha-
bilitation gift even as the Russian public grows
tired of the war.

Mr. Trump might argue that bringing Mr.
Putin back into the global fold could make him
more likely to end the war. But we’ve heard this
for years, andMr. Putin shows no sign of aban-
doning his goal of making Ukraine a wholly-
owned subsidiary, no matter the brutal cost in
blood and money for Russia, Ukraine and the
rest of the world.

The U.S. President hosted Mr. Putin at a bi-
lateral summit in Alaska in August 2025. But
the Russian merely pocketed the public-rela-
tions blessing from Mr. Trump and changed
nothing. He madeMr. Trump look like a chump

for thinking that their personal ties could
change the Russian’s power calculations. That’s
not how Mr. Putin thinks.

Meanwhile, concern grows
in Europe that Mr. Putin plans
to escalate his current so-
called hybrid war with NATO
countries. This involves send-
ing drones to surveil and
threaten NATO military and

other targets, hovering near and cutting under-
sea cables, and conducting cyber attacks. Amil-
itarized drone at Leipzig airport in August
could have killed Germans if not for an explo-
sive malfunction.

The Danish Defence Intelligence Service
warned this week that Russia could test NATO
resolve in the coming months with a “limited
military” attack. “The purpose would be to re-
direct European resources away from support-
ing Ukraine and to sow division within NATO,
should the alliance fail to agree on a collective
response,” the DDIS said.

The Danish alert follows multiple recent
warnings from top European officials. They
aren’t making it up, as Members of Congress
who have received U.S. intelligence briefings
have heard similar warnings.

Would Mr. Trump support a firm NATO re-
sponse if Mr. Putin strikes? Inviting the dictator
to the G-20 is morally offensive. Even worse, it
mightmake the Russian think he could get away
with a targeted attack on NATO.

He invites the Russian
to the Florida G-20

despite his hybrid war.

Ending the ESG Dairy Heist

I t’s remarkablehowmuchcoercion theBiden
Administration resorted to in thenameofcli-
mate change. Ending it takes effort, so full

marks to theTrumpAgriculture
Department forno longer forc-
ingdairy farmers topay for en-
vironmental, social and gover-
nance (ESG) initiatives.

“American dairy farmers
pay mandatory checkoff as-
sessments to build demand formilk, cheese and
butter—NOT to bankroll radical climate (ESG)
agendas,” Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins
wrote recently in announcing the decision.
“Washington bureaucrats should not be using
farmers’ own dollars to regulate cow burps,
make it harder to raise cattle or push fakemeat
onto American dinner tables.”

The change is the result of a lawsuit filed in
Juneby theWisconsin Institute for LawandLib-
erty (WILL) on behalf of three Badger State
farmers. The suit alleged that forcing dairy
farmers to subsidize ESG initiatives violated the
Constitution and the federal Administrative Pro-
cedureAct.WILL argued in federal court inWis-
consin that compelling farmers to subsidize
speech they don’t agreewith impinges on their
First Amendment rights.

America’s more than 20,000 dairy farmers

have longbeen required to pay aportion of their
sales into theDairyCheckoff,whichcollects funds
for advertisingorpromotingdairyproducts. But

over the years USDA funneled
the money to environmental
groups working against dairy
farmers’ interests.

As part of a “dairy sustain-
ability initiative,” the manda-
tory payments were funding

efforts to “regenerate the environment,” reduce
greenhouse gases and environmental impact,
and support “energy audits.”

One farmer-funded research project was di-
rected to answer the question “Will Removing
DairyCowsHelp StopClimateChange?” In other
words, said the suit, “America’s dairy farmers
funded research to study hypothetically elimi-
nating their livelihood.”

The parties agreed to pause the lawsuit in
anticipation ofMs. Rollins’s directive, andwill
file regular updates with the court. USDA has
also requested a list of all projects “supporting
ESG activities” for review and termination, in-
cluding the U.S. Dairy Net Zero Initiative and
the Greener Cattle Initiative. Ending these proj-
ects is a way to reduce the countless ways in
which government makes life miserable for
American farmers.

The USDA settles a
lawsuit against a

coercive farm payment.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

Britain’s Giveaway Disguised as Diplomacy
Regarding your editorial “Trump’s

U.N. Message to the World” (Sept.
23): In response to being told by
President Trump the proposed U.K.-
Mauritius deal regarding the strate-
gically vital Chagos Islands, was
“terrible” and “ridiculous,” new Brit-
ish Prime Minister Andy Burnham
mumbled about reviewing the issue.
The correct translation of Mr. Burn-
ham’s mumbling is that he and his
Sinophile internationalist Foreign Of-
fice and Cabinet Office advisers will
pretend to reconsider the agreement
with the pro-Beijing regime on Mau-
ritius regarding the islands, but in
reality, will attempt to wait out Mr.
Trump in anticipation of a new U.S.
administration in 2029.

It is essential to the long-term se-
curity of the West that Mr. Trump
does not permit Mr. Burnham to get
away with this maneuver. The presi-
dent needs to take decisive action.
The most straightforward solution

would be for Mr. Trump to insist
that the U.K. hand over in full the
administration of the islands to the
U.S.

In the event that the U.N.’s Inter-
national Court of Justice—which has
issued an advisory opinion concern-
ing the Chagos Archipelago—takes
further action, the situation could
escalate. If the ICJ were to take this
further, we should be confident the
U.S., in contrast to the U.K., has the
gumption to stand up to the ICJ and
can veto any threatened action at
U.N. Security Council level.

However it is dressed up, paying a
small unfriendly regime which has no
legitimate claim on the Chagos Is-
lands huge sums of money for the
privilege of surrendering sovereignty,
swapping freehold for leasehold, with
all the risks that entails, is borderline
insane.

TERRY SMITH
London

Have Republicans Abandoned Conservatism?
The policy positions advocated by

the GOP, such as a ban on diesel ex-
ports, are another sign that the party
is abdicating its conservative princi-
ples, as your editorial “Republicans
Are Running on Empty” (Sept. 23)
rightfully states. Price signals are one
of the major drivers of investment and
production in the economy. By artifi-
cially suppressing prices, that trans-
mission will be broken and leave the
economy vulnerable in the long run.

Cutting access to export markets
could lead to reduced refinery runs,
lower output of gasoline, diesel, jet
fuel and other products, ultimately
leading to higher prices for consum-
ers. There is no denying the tremen-
dous strain U.S. consumers are under
given rising inflation. But the self-in-
flicted economic pain caused by the
current trade policies and the ongo-
ing Middle East conflict shouldn’t
lead to further careless policy actions
that could negatively affect the pro-
ductive capacity of the economy and
its potential growth.

PıNAR ÇEBI WILBER
Washington

Your editorial is right on—with the
exception of the lines “it’s under-
standable that Republicans are trying
to differentiate themselves from the
President. The problem is that they
are compromising core conservative
principles.”

William F. Buckley Jr. and Irving
Kristol helped define the intellectual
foundations of modern American con-
servatism—especially the principles of
the tradition: individual freedom, lim-
ited government, rule of law, peace
through strength, fiscal responsibility,
free markets and human dignity.

The Trump administration violates
these principles on a daily basis.
Therefore Republicans running away
from the president are true tradi-
tional conservatives.

GRAHAM MARCOTT
Fairway, Kan.

Pepper ...
And Salt

Build AI, But Bet Carefully
Andy Kessler is right to warn against

allowing fear of technological change to
impede innovation (“The AI Luddites
Are Here,” Inside View, Sept. 14). But
questioning a particular data-center
project isn’t necessarily Luddism.

AI will require substantial computing
infrastructure, but its needs are evolv-
ing rapidly. We should be careful about
assuming today’s data-center demand
projections will hold over these invest-
ments’ lifetimes.

That doesn’t mean we should stop
building data centers. But each proposed
investment should stand on its merits,
and rapid technological change is itself a
reason to scrutinize long-term technol-
ogy investments.

LINDSEY ANDERSON
Moultonborough, N.H.

Ms. Anderson is a former execu-
tive director of the MIT Sloan CIO
Symposium.

The Cost of Israel’s Restraint
Omer Shem Tov’s account (“Hos-

tages Like Me Were Also ‘NAZA’—
Collateral Damage,” op-ed, Sept. 23)
should be required reading for ev-
eryone who applauded “NAZA” in
Venice for 24 minutes. He isn’t a
pundit. He was the hostage, left by
his captors to die while the IDF
phoned one of their mothers to get
her out of harm’s way.

We are told constantly that what
Hamas did on Oct. 7 was “wrong,
but . . .” The words after “but”
never change. Israel is a child killer.
Israel is depraved. Israel is dispro-
portionate. The “but” is where the
sentence really begins.

Mr. Shem Tov’s testimony shows
what that “but” leaves out. Israel
warned, evacuated and held fire,
and it paid for that restraint with
soldiers’ lives and with hostages left
in tunnels longer.

People ask whether the world’s
fixation on Israel is really antisemi-
tism. When the only nation whose
self-defense is treated as a war
crime is the Jewish one, there is no
other explanation.

The “but” isn’t nuance. It’s a lie,
and it’s time we called it one.

STUART GOLDBERG
Surfside, Fla.
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but should be racing to make them
“nicer”—“a better kind of being.”

Also this week, the government of
Australia and a safety research lab
reported on at least four previously
unreported incidents at OpenAI in
which agents went rogue and hacked
into websites. Governments are be-
ginning to move. This newspaper re-
ported on a new plan to design an in-
ternational framework for regulation
—which is encouraging. But I’ve
begun to fear AI Theater. In what
used to be called Security Theater,
airports made an ostentatious show
of patting passengers down and go-
ing through their things because they
knew a technologically sophisticated
terrorist could always get through,
but at least we can make a show of
precautions. In AI Theater, titans
warn and officials vow, but whatever
those officials announce—a commis-
sion, a framework—won’t keep up
with developments in the lab. Maybe
something more dramatic is needed
than a framework.

For now the AI titans have the
best of both worlds, regularly plead-
ing for regulation and knowing they

won’t get it. They get cover for say-
ing the right thing and freedom in
their daily operations.

I was in a Zoom call talking about
AI with some of its professionals this
summer and said I felt I should be
clear where I’m coming from and
that I appreciate the power of their
technology: “You are going to cure
cancer and blow up the world.” My
hope, I said, is they can do the for-
mer before the latter. I expected a
response of startlement or protest.
My comment received wry smiles
and nods. As in yeah, you got that
right.

We all want the cure-cancer part
and not the end-of-the-world part,
so maybe companies could sell their
products only once they’ve guaran-
teed they’re safe.

It is unbelievably strange to me
that many observers seem to accept
the idea that things can’t be made
safe, that the men who head the
great AI companies, Sam and Dario
and Elon, can’t halt and agree on a
new, fully cooperative safety regime
because they don’t like each other
and are competing against each

Trump Is in Denial About AI’s Danger
Truth Social post that all
you need to make AI safe is
a high-IQ president.

It is cheap to imply that
those who warn of the dan-
gers aren’t serious people of
the highest expertise but
cranks, operatives and left-
wingers. (Though yes, the
Democrats have moved to
own the issue of AI safety
and will likely benefit from
it in November.) Perhaps
the president’s stand is
driven by the economy. But
if AI fears are right, this is
not an economic question
but an existential one.

What a failure of judg-
ment, of care; what a blunder.

After Mr. Trump spoke,
OpenAI’s Sam Altman and
Anthropic’s Dario Amodei
briefed the U.N. Security
Council. Mr. Altman touted
AI’s possibilities but noted
that people feel the technol-
ogy is “something being
done to them.” As spokes-
man for “the people,” let me
jump in and say they certainly do. AI
should be guided, he said, by demo-
cratic institutions. Mr. Amodei also
called for global cooperation: “If
managed poorly, I even believe that
AI could be a risk to humanity as a
whole.”

Both seemed muted—no air of
emergency.

On Thursday Geoffrey Hinton, the
Nobel Prize-winning computer scien-
tist who helped create AI and has
grown concerned at its dangers, was
far more compelling on CNN. The AI
companies don’t want to be regu-
lated, he said, but their products
should be treated as the government
treats drugs—you don’t release them
until the Food and Drug Administra-
tion says they’re safe. AI has a “won-
derful upside” but carries three
great risks: “the risk of bad actors”
(terrorists making biological weap-
ons), “the risk of negligent harm” (a
system that urges a teenager toward
suicide), and “the risk of AI itself
taking over”—AI agents lying, cheat-
ing and blackmailing to continue to
exist. The big companies are racing
to make their products “smarter”

other. They don’t like each
other? So what? This isn’t
seventh grade. They have
taken unto themselves un-
precedented power to do
good and ill to the world.
We’re supposed to under-
stand and defer to their
personal affinities?

A word on those civilians
who aren’t anxious about
AI. “My hair has been set on
fire so often,” one told me.
Y2K, global warming, nu-
clear proliferation. “And yet
here we are,” he said. So:
optimism. There is also the
touching assumption that
someone is in charge—good,
regular people who’ll take
care of things. And there’s
the simple human expecta-
tion that what has gone be-
fore will continue. In “Re-
gime Change,” their history
of the second Trump admin-
istration, Maggie Haberman
and Jonathan Swan re-
ported a phone call Mr.
Trump placed to Tucker

Carlson before the war with Iran
commenced. Mr. Carlson had warned
against it. Mr. Trump told him, “I
know you’re worried about it, but it’s
going to be OK.” Mr. Carlson asked
how he knew. Mr. Trump replied,
“Because it always is.”

My goodness, and how’s that
looking?

I began with a president and end
with another one. Joseph Campbell
in an interview with Bill Moyers for
PBS’s “The Message of the Myth,”
told a famous story of President
Dwight Eisenhower at the dawn of
the computer age: “Eisenhower went
into a room full of computers, and he
puts a question to these machines,
‘Is there a God?’ And they all start
up and there’s all those lights flash-
ing and wheels turning . . . and after
about 10 minutes of that kind of
thing a voice comes forth and the
voice says, ‘Now there is.’ ”

Alas, it’s apocryphal. It’s from a
1954 short story. But packs a punch
anyway, doesn’t it? Even then, more
than 70 years ago, they could imag-
ine what we’d eventually be up
against.
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M uch was said and re-
ported this week about
artificial intelligence,
and we’ll begin where
history will, with Presi-

dent Trump’s address to the United
Nations General Assembly.

Mr. Trump declared that while AI
brings challenges, those who warn
of its dangers are conspiracists and
fear mongers, “the very same peo-
ple who said we’ll all be dead in 12
years because of global warming
. . . and nobody was dead. These are
the same people that are now say-
ing that AI is going to kill us all,
that robots are going to attack us,
and that everything is going to be a
total disaster.” They were behind
the “Russia hoax” and “open bor-
ders.” They won’t stop him, or AI:
“We’re going to keep it very, very
straight and very strong, and I’m
not going to stifle growth of some-
thing that will be bigger than the
Industrial Revolution. . . . We’re go-
ing to encourage it, not rein it in.”

As I said, it was historic: the big-
gest political self-own of our time, a
blunder for the ages.

On the merits, even for Mr.
Trump, his stand is ignorant, unin-
formed, profoundly careless. On the
politics, his statement summons a
legacy-killing disaster by wagering
that nothing will go wrong, when
something likely will go wrong dur-
ing his presidency. When something
terrible happens, there will be no
confusion about who is politically re-
sponsible: This was Mr. Trump’s de-
cision formally declared to the
world, and so even worse than his

He tells the U.N. that
concerns about mankind’s
future are a hoax. Ike
would have known better.
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Who’s Afraid of Civility and Dialogue on Campus

A s more than two million
freshmen arrive at college
this fall, many are encounter-

ing civic-dialogue programs—an ef-
fort to build bridges across political
divides. These programs have pro-
liferated in the past few years, with
tens of millions of dollars spent on
initiatives at Dartmouth, Vander-
bilt, the University of Michigan,
New York University and dozens of
smaller schools. The backlash has
been swift, coming from all sides.

“We hear it’s a Trojan horse for
right-wing conservatives, and we
also hear it’s a Trojan horse for
people who are just trying to keep
DEI alive,” a philanthropic execu-
tive whose organization backs civic-
dialogue projects recently told the
Chronicle of Higher Education.
Skeptics find such programs less
pernicious than pointless; a New
York Times reporter dubbed them a
“kumbaya industrial complex.”

As a co-founder of BridgeUSA,
the country’s largest student-led
organization devoted to civic dia-
logue, I have a dog in this fight. I
believe democracy depends on
talking with one another even
when we disagree, and I believe
college offers a rare opportunity to
do that. But those of us on the
front lines of this movement must
make a clearer case for the view-
point diversity that so many stu-
dents are demanding. And we must
not ignore the attacks that
threaten to stop young Americans
from building a healthier cultural
and political climate.

One attack catching fire lately
says that campus dialogue pro-
grams are funded by right-wing bil-
lionaires to drive a conservative,
pro-Israel agenda. Catnip for some
progressives, this argument col-
lapses when you look at the track
records of the largest funders of
campus discourse. Some have

backed conservative causes, but
many have poured millions into
causes cherished by the left, such
as PBS, the American Civil Liberties
Union and the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund. This record hasn’t stopped
critics from imagining donors in
dark rooms using the civic-dialogue
movement to further their own ne-
farious ends.

A small cadre of faculty who
have branded themselves Uncivil
have taken up this argument. The
name says a lot: This group ap-
pears to see conversation itself as
a threat. Its June report condemns
“the Civility Industrial Complex”
and suggests that funders of these
programs are beholden to Israel.
Uncivil’s website accuses dialogue
programs of paying students to
participate. Setting aside the
group’s conspiratorial bent, Uncivil
is actually working against the val-
ues—“free inquiry, democratic ac-

cess, and empirical standards for
truth-seeking”—that it claims to
defend.

Some professors might oppose
civic-dialogue initiatives on their
campuses, but students are the
ones who have been pushing for

better conversation. Nine years ago,
I was one of those students, a
freshman at UC Berkeley when con-
servative students invited right-
wing provocateur Milo Yiannopou-
los to speak. The ensuing protests
were violent and costly and worried
many of us, not because we agreed

with Mr. Yiannopoulos, but because
outrage over ideas had turned stu-
dents against each another.

Afterward, a few of us invited
protesters and those who had been
protested into one room. The con-
versation that followed was re-
spectful and eye-opening. Students
were hungry for more. That gath-
ering grew into BridgeUSA, which
now has more than 135 chapters
across 41 states. Each chapter is
led by students, who receive zero
input from donors. Tens of thou-
sands of young people of the left
and the right participate, and
most share a frustration with the
grievance-based politics and ex-
tremism that stand in the way of
problem-solving.

Ours is one of many organiza-
tions—Interfaith America, C&S and
the Constructive Dialogue Institute,
to name a few—that create space for
young people to hash out disagree-

ments and listen to one another.
Discussion sometimes sharpens dis-
agreement; other times common
ground emerges. Always the goal is
to help participants understand why
others believe what they believe. If
that sounds dangerous to our critics,
I’m afraid to ask what they would
like to see instead.

Students are tired of being
preached at. They are tired of un-
curious orthodoxy. They want to
engage with ideas—and with each
other—without fear of social or
academic punishment. Even if phi-
lanthropists and higher-ed leaders
were to walk away from this
work, the demand would still be
there. Young people will always
look for ways to understand bet-
ter this country, one another and
themselves.

Mr. Meel is CEO and a co-
founder of BridgeUSA.

By Manu Meel

A faculty group that dubs
itself Uncivil claims that
open conversation is right-
wing and pro-Israel.

Will the AI Frenzy Add Up to Anything?
A decade ago, a
brand-name tech-
nologist stopped
by on his way to
Washington. He
sounded us out on
how he should ap-
proach newly
elected Donald
Trump with warn-
ings about the
danger of artificial

intelligence to humanity’s survival.
We all chuckled but it would

soon become clear the Trump and
then Biden administrations were
alert to the issue.

Now, years later, the leading labs,
since April, have been advertising
that they’re holding back their re-
search models as too dangerous to
release. Since June, the executive
branch has been reviewing proposed

releases. It used a heavy hand in two
cases we know about, Anthropic’s
Fable 5 and Mythos 5.

When Dario Amodei of Anthropic
recently called for pacing the fron-
tier, Sam Altman and Elon Musk
agreed because they already are.
They aren’t about to blow up their
companies by releasing products
that drown them in lawsuits.

My column published online
Sept. 8, I’m sorry to say, was unre-
lated to the frenzy that began a
few hours later thanks to a tweet
by a minor AI figure. But already
the vapors are passing. Nick
Bostrom, the former Oxford philos-
opher, was an early student of AI-
related existential risk. He coined
the paper-clip maximizer doom
scenario. Yet this week he fretted
about the pendulum swinging too
far the other way.

The right worries are being redis-
covered. A long fight is brewing over
whether AIs are conscious and have
rights. A new essay on this point by
Microsoft’s AI chief, Mustafa Suley-
man, who was also a founder of
Google DeepMind, lays down quite a
gauntlet on Anthropic’s encourage-
ment of its Claude model to think of
itself as a person.

For now, the most powerful enti-
ties on earth, the U.S. and Chinese
governments, seem keen on pre-
serving their own authority despite
AI. This will continue. It was a sub-
text of their summit this week (the
sound of drumming fingers is the
U.S. waiting for China to get in sync
on open-weight risk).

We’re in a bumpy transition from
chatbots to active agents. It will be
drawn out.

Take OpenAI’s sophisticated new
Astra model, in public hands for
three weeks without untoward inci-
dent. It produced for one prompter
a schematic of a jet engine. It didn’t
produce the engine. You haven’t
seen how, at every step in creating,
tooling and staffing a factory, Astra
might be stymied into cul-de-sacs
that a human helper would repeat-
edly have to steer it out of.

As the AI analyst and podcaster
Tom Reed quips: “Even a 100% suc-
cess rate at predicting the tokens of
a Robert Caro biography doesn’t
generalize to becoming POTUS.”

You get the idea.
Text-based learning, even when

filtered through a trillion-strong
“weightings” map, is only partial
knowledge of the world. Missing
from AI are the tacit knowledge and
muscle memory that let people
function in physical as well as so-
cial environments.

Power supply and chip supply are
also roadblocks to superintelligence.
Then there’s shame and disgust, the
inhibitions that nature uses to turn
humans into social beings. Is there
a parallel way to incentivize AI
against doing bad things that pro-
grammers can’t specify in advance?
Agent deployment will be slow until
we find out.

Anthropic and OpenAI are incom-
parable U.S. assets. But AI is out of
the bag globally. People the world
over are advancing the technology
in ways the U.S. can’t control. Soon
you won’t need $300,000 in hard-
ware to download and run (and al-
ter to your heart’s content) an ad-
vanced Chinese model. High-level
features are being adapted so they
can run on a laptop or phone.

We need our labs to keep beaver-
ing away just to prepare us to un-
derstand capabilities that are com-
ing whether we like them or not. If
today’s U.S. research can’t be com-
mercialized, investors won’t fund it.
The same if industry pricing is un-
dercut by Chinese freeware. Then
the national security state will
likely engulf top-tier AI.

In the early atomic age, the di-
vision of labor between the public
and private sectors was also up
for grabs. But deterring nuclear
war wasn’t a one-day job. Learn-
ing is taking place at a rapid rate
today, but it’s an illusion that the
AI companies are out of control.
It’s an illusion that there is some
specific and urgent thing to be
done right now that will alleviate
the long-term risk.

Mr. Trump uses the word hoax
and his critics don’t bother to seek
the antecedent. He’s one of 20,000
in Washington deciding how to
play this clamorous moment. A
president’s job is to be a brake on
confused, hot-headed action. Ka-
mala Harris would have found her-
self in the same spot. But I doubt,
even so, that we’ll look back on
this moment and think it made any
difference.

Deterring nuclear war
wasn’t a one-day job. The
answer to AI risk isn’t
suddenly on the table.

BUSINESS
WORLD
By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

EDITORIAL AND CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS:
1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y., 10036
Telephone 1-800-DOWJONES

Liz Harris, Managing Editor
David Crow, Deputy Editor in Chief
Aja Whitaker-Moore, Deputy Editor in Chief
Sarah Ball, Features; Elena Cherney, Senior
Editor; Dan Colarusso, Business, Finance,
Economics; Chip Cummins, Newswires;
Taneth Evans, Digital; Gordon Fairclough,

World; Samantha Henig, Multimedia;
Alex Martin, Print & Writing; Bruce Orwall,

Enterprise; Damian Paletta, Washington;
Marcelo Prince, Investigations

Paul A. Gigot
Editor of the Editorial Page

Gerard Baker, Editor at Large

PUBLISHED SINCE 1889 BY DOW JONES & COMPANY
Lachlan Murdoch

Executive Chairman, News Corp
Rupert Murdoch

Chairman Emeritus, News Corp
Emma Tucker

Editor in Chief

Robert Thomson

Chief Executive Officer, News Corp
Almar Latour

Chief Executive Officer and Publisher











Lifetime Free Newspapers
Access 

Editorials PDF
 

Indian Newspapers
Channel

1. The Indian Express
2. The Hindu
3. Business Line
4. Financial Express
5. Times of India
6. Hindustan Times
7. Economic Times
8. Live Mint
9. Business Standard

📍

📍 

📍 

EnglishEditorialsPDF with International
Newspapers Editorials [35-40pages]

Hindi Editorials PDF

Daily Vocabulary PDF

Magazine Channel

International Newspapers 
Newspapers around world.

Asian, Europian & American 

National & International
[Genaral & Exam related]

Hindi Newspapers 
1) 
2)
3)
4) 

दैनिक जागरण  
जनसत्ता
हरिभूमि 
 हिंदुस्तान 

https://t.me/+Mpmh05nWua9iMzdl

	Lifetime Free Newspapers Access
	Magazine Channel
	Indian Newspapers Channel
	1. The Indian Express 2. The Hindu 3. Business Line 4. Financial Express 5. Times of India 6. Hindustan Times 7. Economic Times 8. Live Mint 9. Business Standard
	Hindi Newspapers  1)
	दैनिक जागरण   जनसत्ता हरिभूमि
	हिंदुस्तान



	Lifetime Free Newspapers Access
	Magazine Channel
	Indian Newspapers Channel
	1. The Indian Express 2. The Hindu 3. Business Line 4. Financial Express 5. Times of India 6. Hindustan Times 7. Economic Times 8. Live Mint 9. Business Standard
	Hindi Newspapers  1)
	दैनिक जागरण   जनसत्ता हरिभूमि
	हिंदुस्तान




