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Overweight and weak

The UN is unwieldy, and needs to move
away from superpower hegemony
T he 8lst session of the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly (UNGA) could have been
written off as just another year, with
another set of speeches delivered on the global
multilateral stage. However, this year, the UN’s
annual Summit has a unique sense of urgency.
This is UN Secretary-General (UNSG) Antonio Gu-
terres’s final session, after a tenure marked by a
record number of global crises, conflicts, pan-
demics, climate disasters and the advent of a
dangerous age of Artificial Intelligence. Not since
the Second World War have there been so many
conflicts; one study recorded more than 65 con-
flicts across 35 countries in 2025, the highest
since 1946. Growing polarisation on every major
issue, wars by global superpowers in violation of
the UN charter, nuclear threats and the imposi-
tion of unilateral and illegitimate sanctions have
weakened the UN, which at 81 seems overweight,
weak and unrepresentative of the world. This
makes it an important year for the world to unite
in favour of a strengthened and reformed UN
while choosing the next UNSG to guide that pro-
cess over the next decade. This is an important
year for South Asia too, with the election of Ban-
gladesh’s Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman as
the President of the UNGA’s 8lst session; he will
oversee the UNSG’s selection. It was disappoint-
ing that the world’s most powerful leaders and
those at the heart of the conflicts in Ukraine, Ga-
za and the Persian Gulf failed to suggest solutions
for the future. U.S. President Donald Trump
spoke about the possible “annihilation” of Iran,
and defended U.S. actions in Venezuela. Much to
India’s chagrin, he again claimed to have nego-
tiated peace in conflicts including the 2025 India-
Pakistan four-day war. Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian referred to the U.S. and Israel as
“murderers, terrorists and assassins”. The Rus-
sian President skipped the session, while the U.S.
denied visas to the Palestinian delegation. An in-
itiative led by the European Union and a few oth-
er countries, co-sponsored by India, to build a
Partnership for Multilateralism (P4M) beyond su-
perpower hegemony is well-meaning, but was
drowned out by the rancour at this year’s UNGA.
For India, this year was significant as the Na-
rendra Modi government launched a campaign
for asecond two-year non-permanent term in the
UN Security Council in 2028-29. It was therefore
surprising that Mr. Modi decided to skip the UN-
GA speech this year, and the multilateral summits
on the side-lines, fresh from his hosting of the
Delhi BRICS Summit. India’s voice, of a balancing
power that speaks for a rules-based international
order based on the UN Charter, diplomacy and
dialogue, is needed more than ever amidst the
global warmongering.

Narrowed posture

Karnataka must not reject the full

framework of eco-sensitive areas
T he Kasturirangan Report bears a pro-de-

velopment attitude that allows human oc-

cupation and a range of economic activi-
ty across the Western Ghats, yet the Karnataka
A bly repudiated its recom-
mendatlons A grievance concerned the accuracy
of the remote-sensing and satellite data from 2012
that the Report uses to distinguish natural from
human-dominated landscapes. Another concern
was its recommendation that an entire revenue
village be placed within an ‘ecologically sensitive
area’ (ESA) if at least 20% of its area is sensitive.
This could bring farmland and human settle-
ments within the ESA even when sensitive areas
occupy only a fraction of the village. Following
the Centre’s directive to States in 2013-14 to begin
ground-truthing the Report’s recommendations,
Karnataka faced bipartisan opposition centered
on concerns about livelihoods, with vested inter-
ests, including stakeholders of activities both the
Gadgil and the Kasturirangan Reports restrict/
ban such as mining, allegedly fanning fears of dis-
placement. The State thus elected to resist the
ESA framework. Although the Assembly’s resolu-
tion proposes returning to the unfinished task of
producing an alternative map, the government’s
posture also faces a wider challenge.

The Centre’s interim directions in 2013 pre-
serve some protection for the ecosystems that
the State stewards, but for the government and
the businesses within potential ESAs, the delay
may prolong uncertainty over what forms of
planned development will ultimately be permit-
ted. Broadly, particular States confront the eco-
nomic and political consequences of local resis-
tance and foregone development while the
country as a whole will capture much of the na-
tional benefit of conserving the Ghats, so States
have an incentive to negotiate the ESAs’ extent
down. However, as of mid-2026, Gujarat was re-
portedly close to an agreement with the Centre,
Tamil Nadu had no substantive disagreement,
Kerala wanted to reduce its already ground-
truthed 9,993 sq. km to 8,805 sq. km, and Maha-
rashtra and Goa wanted 378 and 21 villages omit-
ted, respectively. These instances of progress
(such as they are), the Ghats’ continuity across
six States, and the Centre’s 2024 decision to allow
ESAs in the region to be notified State by State in-
crease pressure on Karnataka without legally
binding it to its neighbours’ choices. Specifically,
Karnataka’s ability to continue rejecting the fra-
mework as a whole becomes harder to sustain if

idered al-

The case for accountable lottery regulation in India

rged to ban tobacco, Napoleon III,
Emperor of France (185270), replied,
“This vice brings in one hundred
million francs in taxes every year. I will
certainly forbid it at once — as soon as you can
name a virtue that brings in as much revenue.”
His uncle, Napoleon Bonaparte, is also credited
with calling vices “very good patriots” (though
the attribution is uncertain), while Ralph Waldo
Emerson observed that “tobacco could cheerfully
carry the load of armies”. Different voices, one
hard-headed insight: vices are fiscally invaluable.

Yet, every age has moral crusaders whose
puritanical zeal to ban tobacco, alcohol, or
lotteries rests on the misconception — and
conceit — that the state can extinguish persistent
demand simply by declaring an activity unlawful.
Pragmatists know better: a prohibition may be
morally appealing yet administratively futile — or,
worse, positively counterproductive.

The United States learnt this lesson the hard
way. Following a sustained temperance
campaign, it imposed prohibition through the
Eighteenth Amendment and the Volstead Act,
from 1920 to 1933. While suppressing legal
supply, prohibition left demand intact, fuelling a
lucrative black market controlled by violent
syndicates such as Al Capone’s. Bootlegging
corrupted public institutions, deprived
governments of excise revenue and imposed
heavy enforcement costs. The Twenty-First
Amendment repealed prohibition, recognising
that a regulated and taxed market could cause
fewer harms than an unenforceable ban. States in
India that have experimented with prohibition
have faced similar challenges.

The argument for regulation

Lotteries are undoubtedly a vice, though
arguably less pernicious than tobacco or alcohol.
They disproportionately burden poorer
households, encouraging them to stake scarce
income on remote chances of reward. Rapid
draws and instant games can encourage
compulsive play and loss-chasing, while giant
jackpots distort risk perception. Credit sales,
opaque odds and manipulative advertising
compound these harms. These are powerful
arguments for stringent regulation, not
necessarily prohibition.

Lottery bans can push players towards
smuggled tickets, matka, satta, single-digit rackets
and offshore portals. Operating through cash
agents and mule accounts, these enterprises lack
audits and age restrictions, secure prize funds
and effective remedies against fraud.
Governments lose lottery surpluses and GST
revenue, while legitimate vendors, many of them
poor or disabled, lose livelihoods and
enforcement costs rise. In seeking to protect the
vulnerable, the state may instead leave them at
the mercy of unaccountable operators.
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The state’s paternalism is not class-neutral.
Affluent citizens can day-trade, use leveraged
derivatives or speculate in crypto-assets despite
the risk of ruinous losses. Securities trading
involves skill and derivatives facilitate hedging
and price discovery. Yet, the state does not test
competence before admitting retail traders to
these markets. The Securities and Exchange
Board of India found that the vast majority of day
traders and futures-and-options traders incurred
losses. Financial markets are legal not because
everyone acts wisely, but because risks are
disclosed, intermediaries regulated and fraud
punished, while adult choice is preserved.
Lotteries can follow the same principle, with
more stringent safeguards appropriate to games
of chance.

The international norm

Lotteries are legal in nearly four-fifths of
countries. Blanket prohibition survives mainly in
countries enforcing strict Sharia-based gambling
prohibitions, such as Saudi Arabia, Iran and
Brunei, and in closed ideological regimes such as
Cuba.

Across diverse political and economic systems,
the norm is controlled legality, with lottery
surpluses allocated transparently to education,
health care, sports, welfare or infrastructure.
Nearly 70% of lottery jurisdictions follow the
public-operator model, in which a government
body, statutory authority or State-owned
company runs the lottery while private firms
provide retail and technology services. Under the
concession model, the State regulates the lottery
but grants operating rights to a private
concessionaire.

Federal countries generally entrust lotteries to
their constituent units while permitting vo[unta:y
cooperation across borders. Lotteries operate in
45 of the 50 U.S. States and Wast DG; all 10

while Sections 5 and 6 empower States and the
Union Government, respectively, to prohibit
lotteries that violate Sections 4 and 5.

Two necessary amendments
Settled Supreme Court jurisprudence treats
including Stat ised lotteries, as
res extra commercium, outside the protections of
Articles 19(1)(g) — fundamental right to trade —
and 301 - freedom of trade across India. Section
5 of the Lotteries (Regulation) Act, 1998, reflects
this principle by allowing States to prohibit
outside lotteries. A parallel doctrine applies to
potable alcohol, allowing States to restrict or
prohibit out-of-State consignments.

Yet, in B.R. Enterprises vs State of U.P. (1999),
the Court read Section 5 down: a State may
exclude other States’ lotteries only by
abandoning its own and becoming wholly
lottery-free.

This all-or-nothing rule is difficult to justify.
While a State directly oversees its own lottery
administration, its oversight of another State’s
operations within its territory is necessarily
indirect, even as it bears the local enforcement
burden. This disparity in regulatory control
underpins the case for excluding other States’
lotteries. Faced with this revenue-regulation
trade-off, Tamil Nadu (2003) and Karnataka
(2007) chose total prohibition, thereby forfeiting
the option of running accountable public lotteries
of their own.

Parliament should amend Section 5 to clarify
that the provision applies “whether or not the
prohibiting State organises a lottery of its own”.
Destination-State consent should be decisive,
subject to uniform treatment: a State must either
admit all outside lotteries or exclude them all.

Smaller States, especially in the northeast, may
fear exclusmn from larger markets, but
ry access is no remedy. A new Section

Canadian provinces and three territories; all six
Australian States and both mainland territories;
and all 16 German Linder. Authorisation in one
jurisdiction does not confer the right to sell in
another. Cross-border sales require the
destination jurisdiction’s consent or participation
in a cooperative arrangement. The U.S.’s
Powerball, Canada’s Lotto 6/49, Australian lottery
blocs and Germany’s DLTB allow participating
jurisdictions to pool players and prizes while
retaining regulatory autonomy.

A Lok Sabha reply of March 14, 2023, identified
only nine States operating lotteries: Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Keralam, Maharashtra, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Punjab, Sikkim and West Bengal. Amid
persistent State fiscal stress, the widespread
preference for prohibition deserves
reconsideration. Government-organised lotteries
fall under Entry 40 of the Union List. The
Lotteries (Regulation) Act, 1998, permits States to
organise lotteries subject to Section 4 conditions,

4A should authorise two or more States to
establish a common lottery by agreement,
pooling players, prizes, technology and costs, as
in successful multi-State lotteries elsewh

Transparent regulation offers a more
accountable alternative to prohibition. Section 4
permits States to sell tickets directly or through
distributors or agents. While marketing agents
may provide guaranteed revenue, departmental
operation can be more transparent and enable
retail distribution through small vendors, persons
with disabilities, women’s self-help groups and
cooperatives, broadening livelihood
opportunities and limiting intermediary capture.

Kerala follows this model. In FY 2023-24, it
earned ¥2,883.80 crore — %1,129.71 crore in net
lottery revenue (or surplus) and ¥1,754.09 crore in
State GST. It channels lottery surpluses into
health care and welfare. Kerala’s public-operator
model offers a useful, though not exclusive,
template for reform.

Revisiting India’s nuclear doctrine without revising it

ndia’s nuclear doctrine has remained largely

unchanged for over two decades, even as its

security environment has shifted
dramatically. Since its operationalisation in 2003,
China’s military rise has accelerated, Pakistan’s
nuclear posture has evolved, disruptive
technologies have reshaped deterrence, and
geopolitical competition has become more
multipolar. Yet, the doctrine’s core principles —
credible minimum deterrence and a declared No
First Use (NFU) posture — have endured, albeit
with a specific provision retaining the option of
nuclear retaliation following a major biological or
chemical attack on India or Indian forces. The
question is whether a framework crafted for the
early 2000s remains fully aligned with the
security challenges of the mid-2020s.

A doctrine for another era, strategic shifts
India’s nuclear doctrine emerged from the
distinct strategic context of the late 1990s. The
1998 Pokhran-Il tests established India as a
nuclear weapons state, while Kargil (1999)
showed that nuclear deterrence did not rule out
conventional war. The 1999 Draft Nuclear
Doctrine and the Cabinet Committee on
Security’s January 4, 2003 decision sought to
reconcile deterrence with restraint. The 2003
decision operationalised a posture based on
credible minimum deterrence, No First Use (NFU)
and massive retaliation to a nuclear attack,
supported by a survivable second-strike
capability and firm civilian control. Judged by its
original objectives, the doctrine has provided
continuity, predictability and strategic stability
for more than two decades. The question is
whether the assumptions underpinning it remain
stable.

The strategic environment underpinning the
framework has changed in three important ways.
First, China and Pakistan have grown more
strategically aligned. When the doctrine was
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posed distinct chall today, those ¢
are increasingly interconnected. China has
expanded and modernised its nuclear forces,
strengthened military infrastructure along the
Line of Actual Control and deepened defence
cooperation with Pakistan. Pakistan has
diversified its nuclear capabilities, including
tactical nuclear weapons intended to offset
India’s conventional advantage. India must
therefore account for the possibility that
pressures from two closely aligned nuclear
adversaries could interact during a crisis.

The second shift is technological. Artificial
intelligence, cyber capabilities, space-based
surveillance, hypersonic weapons and ballistic
missile defence are reshaping deterrence by
shortening decision-making timelines, increasing
the vulnerability of command-and-control
networks and complicating assumptions about
assured retaliation. These technologies do not
invalidate the doctrine’s core principles, but they
alter the environment in which they must
operate. Nuclear deterrence ultimately depends
on the alignment of doctrine, capability and
survivability.

The third shift is geopolitical. The Indo-Pacific
has become a key arena of great-power
competition, while the international system has
grown more multipolar. U.S.-China rivalry, closer
China-Russia coordination and India’s expanding
partnerships have reshaped the security
environment. Nuclear doctrine can no longer be
viewed solely through bilateral deterrence;
regional crises are increasingly shaped by wider
geopolitical competition.

Review, not revision

Strategic doctrines are policy instruments, not
immutable documents. In India’s case, a review
could examine emerging technologies,

C -and-control resilience, second-strike

existing concepts, including the doctrine’s
approach to retaliation.

The issue of massive retaliation deserves
scrutiny. Pakistan’s tactical nuclear weapons were
intended to complicate India’s response options
below the level of strategic exchange. A review
could assess whether India’s declaratory posture
provides sufficient deterrent clarity across
nuclear contingencies, without necessarily
changing its core principles.

There are, however, reasons for caution.
India’s doctrine has reinforced its image as a
restrained and responsible nuclear power while
providing continuity in deterrence. Ambiguity
over established principles, particularly NFU,
could create uncertainty, encourage adversaries
to recalibrate and complicate crisis management.
The priority, therefore, should be to strengthen
operational capabilities, modernise delivery
systems and improve command-and-control
resilience rather than reopen declaratory policy.

A review of NFU need not mean abandoning it.
It could reaffirm its rationale, clarify its scope and
ensure that supporting capabilities remain
credible. Reviewing a doctrine is not the same as
revising it.

Building credible capabilities
For India, any doctrinal review should also assess
survivability, c d and control, i i
early warning, cyber resilience and the nuclear
triad. The aim should be to ensure that India’s
declared policy remains backed by credible
capabilities in a changing strategic environment,
while aligning nuclear policy with its broader
diplomatic objectives and strategic autonomy.
Ultimately, a nuclear doctrine is an instrument
of statecraft, not an immutable policy. India’s
commitment to restraint, credible deterrence and
responsible nuclear stewardship remains an
enduring strategic asset.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sanctity of public office
The desire to cling to office
indefinitely, while
disregarding transparency,
accountability, the
Constitution and the law,
appears to have become
the new norm in India. The
values of humility,

it does not also produce an equally
ternative. Karnataka needs to reconcile the ap-
prehensions of its farmers and workers with the
responsibilities accruing to the State with the lar-
gest share (by area) of the proposed ESAs.

y and
accountability in public life
seem to have become
things of the past,
especially under the

government of the day. Its
top leader may have many
achievements to his name,
but he has also encouraged
an office-centric political
culture within the BJP and
among those joining it from
other parties. The priority
appears to be retaining
office rather than upholding
the sanctity of
constitutional democracy.
Leader of the Opposition
(Lok Sabha) Rahul Gandhi

has urged Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar to resign (Page 1,
September 25). Why should
Mr. Kumar, when he has the
backing of those at the top?
The Election Commission of
India’s constitutional
responsibility is to ensure
free and fair elections, and
its decisions must
command public
confidence. The question is:
why should constitutional

institutions not function in
the letter and spirit of the
Constitution and the law?
Holding a constitutional
office means little if its
occupant does not uphold
the values and the
responsibilities attached to
it.

P.K. Sharma,

Barnala, Punjab

Resignation demand
If the Chief Election

Commissioner of India
quits, will all the deleted
names be included in the
Special Intensive Revision
list? Conducting elections in
a country such as India is a
huge task because of its
large population. In the last
round of elections held in
some States, the process
was appreciated by many
developed countries, whose
representatives had said
that the elections were

conducted in a free and fair
manner. All appreciation
goes to the Election
Commission of India.
Demanding the resignation
of hardworking people with
clean hands will only affect
the country.

KV. Sundaravelu,

Bengaluru

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the full postal
address and the full name.
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Rajthal residents in Hansi, Haryana, keep
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lock vigil at the villag
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e to prevent entry of drug peddlers. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The villages fighting
back against drugs

The drug menace has spread from the borders of Haryana to the State’s agricultural and semi-urban heartland,

forcing khaps, gram panchayats, and community groups to step in where police action alone has failed to

contain it. Communities are resorting to night patrols, fines, and direct action against peddlers.

Ashok Kumar reports on these efforts and the widening gap in de-addiction and rehabilitation facilities

n the side of a busy road cutting
through Rajthal village in Haryana’s
Hansi district, around 150 kilometres
north-west of Delhi, stands a bright
red-and-white banner tied to a yellow police bar-
ricade. In bold letters in Hindi, it reads, “Nasha
ke khilaf gram panchayat Rajthal ka sakht san-
desh (The strict message from the Rajthal gram
panchayat (village council) against drug/sub-
stance abuse).” The warning below says: sell
drugs in the village and pay 1 lakh; help a drug
peddler get bail and pay another 1 lakh.

A few steps behind the barricade, men wear-
ing white kurtas and turbans sit on red plastic
chairs in a circle in the shade of a roadside tree.
They are Rajthal’s round-the-clock thekri pehra
(community-led vigil). Their job is to guard their
village and the entire stretch against drugs.

Satyawan Singh, 65, says, “We have taken it
upon ourselves to not just rid our area but also
the entire State of drugs. The Satrol khap, Nau-

gama khap, and Bara khap (the names of va-
rious khaps active in Hisar and Hansi) have
extended support to us, which has given
our campaign new strength. Since then, we
have become even more active and have
started reaching out to every village grappling
with the drug problem.”

According to the police and locals, the
drug crisis first took hold in Haryana’s dis-
tricts bordering Punjab and Rajasthan — Sir-

sa, Fatehabad, Jind, Kurukshetra, Kaithal,
and Ambala — as heroin, locally known as chit-
ta; poppy husk; and pharmaceutical drugs
made their way across porous State borders.
From these entry points, local dealers and
small-time peddlers gradually built their own
networks, carrying the trade deeper into the
State’s agricultural and semi-urban heartland,
into districts such as Hisar, Hansi, Rohtak, Soni-
pat, and Panipat.

The trade has grown exponentially over the
years. As per the Magnitude of Substance Use in
India-2019 report, commissioned by the Minis-
try of Social Justice and Empowerment and con-
ducted in collaboration with the National Drug
Dependence Treatment Centre, All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, 5.9 lakh pe-
ople in Haryana need help for opioid-related
problems. This is the third-highest number
among States, after Uttar Pradesh (10.7 lakh)
and Punjab (7.2 lakh).

Haryana is also among the States with the
highest proportion of its population affected by
opioid use, along with Punjab, Delhi, and sever-
al northeastern States — Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, and Manipur. The
report estimates that 1.2 lakh people in Haryana
need help for sedative use, putting it among the
six States with the highest usage. Another
55,000 people in the State inject drugs, the sixth
highest in the country.

As addiction has spread and concerns have
grown over the efficacy of police action, villages
have begun looking beyond the State machinery
for ways to contain the problem. Khaps, social
organisations, and gram sabhas have formed

We had
reached a
point where
drug users
and sellers
had turned
the village
intoa
marketplace.
People
would enter
homes and
stand in
queues to
buy smack,
chitta, ganja
and other
drugs.

ANIL GODARA
Brother-in-law of

the Sarpanch in
Rajthal village

The poster in Rajthal warns that selling drugs in the village will attract a fine

committees to monitor suspected drug peddlers
and even impose their own deterrents.

Keeping vigil

Residents say the drug problem in Rajthal, on the
Jind-Hansi link road, has been around for nearly
a decade, but it has worsened sharply over the
past three years. They allege that the number of
houses involved in selling drugs has increased
from two or three to 25 or 26.

With the spread of drugs has come a rise in
thefts, particularly from agricultural fields, say
residents. They allege that to finance drug con-
sumption, copper wires from submersible
pumps, motorcycles, utensils, and other articles
are stolen and sold as scrap.

“We had reached a point where drug users
and sellers had turned the village into a market-
place,” says Anil Godara, 38, the brother-in-law
of Sarpanch Renu Devi. “People would enter
homes and stand in queues to buy smack, chitta,
ganja and other drugs.”

According to Poonam Devi, 38, a yoga teacher
working in the Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam, a
government department, the spread of drug use
in Rajthal has changed the way women move
through public spaces. “Those who use drugs
stare in an improper manner at women. Some-
times they try to stop women riding scooters
when they are returning from work,” she says.

Devi says the bus stand has, in particular, be-
come a place of concern. Women who park their
scooters or motorcycles there are often warned
by shopkeepers that their vehicles could be sto-
len by drug users. She says a bicycle and a motor-
cycle have been stolen from the area.

For girls and women going to school or col-
lege, the fear extends beyond theft. “We do not
even feel safe wearing bangles or chains,” she
says. Women who once moved around the vil-
lage freely in the mornings and evenings now of-
ten go out accompanied by men, she adds.
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of 1 lakh; helping a drug peddler get bail will attract a fine of another 31 lakh.
SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Alarmed by the spread and addiction to
drugs, locally known as sukha nasha (dry intox-
icant), as well as the spurt in thefts, the residents
of Rajthal approached the district administra-
tion and the police to seek their support in
launching their initiative. They also held a gram
sabha meeting, where residents across age
groups agreed to participate in the campaign.
The village then formed the thekri pehra at two
points to keep a watch on people and vehicles
entering and leaving Rajthal.

The thekri pehra, launched on August 26, in-
volves groups of young men keeping watch, with
15-20 people stationed at each point after 9 p.m.
During the day, the number of villagers, includ-
ing the elderly, canrise to 50-60 or more. Village
youth also ride motorcycles to chase people sus-
pected of entering the village to buy drugs.

This practice has a history. The Punjab Village
and Small Towns Patrol Act, 1918, outlines “the
performance of nightly patrol duty by the inhab-
itants of villages...in case of emergency.”

Residents say they have caught more than
400 people so far, including students, farmers,
youth from well-off families, and a few girls aged
17-18. In several cases, parents have learned
about their children’s drug use only after the vil-
lagers informed them, say residents.

Ankur Bisla, 30, who is part of the thekri peh-
ra team, says most of those caught consuming
drugs are from Haryana, including neighbour-
ing villages and areas around Panipat, Sirsa, and
Sonipat. “Some of them had travelled from Gu-
rugram as well,” he says.

However, the job is not easy. After the vigil
restricted the movement of outsiders into the
village, drug sellers have become cleverer by
taking supplies outside the village. Residents say
they have noticed vehicles leaving the village in
the wee hours, between 1 a.m. and 4 a.m.

Hansi Superintendent of Police Vinod Kumar
says community participation has become an
important part of the police campaign against
drugs. In response to the villagers’ demands for
greater police presence, the police deployed
four personnel, including a woman constable,
along with a police control room vehicle and a
checkpoint, a month after the campaign was
launched.

On September 23, around 150 police person-
nel and a canine squad conducted a three-hour
house-to-house search operation in the village.
“But such operations can be challenging as peo-
ple often get alerted by police activity and move
or conceal contraband,” he says.

When the people take over
Independent journalist Vijender Kumar, who
runs a YouTube Channel called NewsMike24,
says there is a history of illicit liquor trade in
some of these villages. He says what was once lar-
gely confined to liquor has evolved into a more
dangerous drug market, increasingly involving
‘women too, and affecting the youth from poor fa-
milies. The survey highlights the vulnerability of
children: Haryana has 35,000 children who need
help for inhalant use, the fourth-highest number
among the five States with the highest figures.

The emergence of heroin is particularly worry-
ing, says Kumar. He points out that 5.7 kg of he-
roin was seized in Jind alone a month ago, valued
at around 11 crore in the international market.

Kumar says the fight against drugs in Harya-
na’s villages is inc ingly being led by residents.
He recalls how Ashrafgarh-Dauri village in Jind,
close to the Punjab border, confronted the pro-
blem about two years ago. “Villagers formed a
20-25-member team comprising the youth, go-
vernment employees, retired people, and ex-ser-
vicemen to maintain round-the-clock vigil. They
installed 25-26 CCTV cameras outside the houses
of alleged drug sellers and imposed fines. The
number of people coming into the village to buy
drugs reduced,” he says.

Lochab village, once a drug hotspot, also
brought drug activity under control after the pan-
chayat imposed fines and took strict action. “But
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The police focus on curtailing the
commercial supply of drugs, but the
combination of the dark web,
cryptocurrency, and courier services has
changed the way drugs are trafficked.
RAJENDAR KUMAR MEENA
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Haryana State Narcotics Control Bureau

new hotspots have emerged in Rajthal, Petwar,
and Sulchani, where drug supply remains high,”
says Kumar.

Rajthal resident Ratan Sharma says the police
are reluctant to conduct searches in cases involv-
ing small quantities of drugs. “They say they can-
not register a case over one or two packets. But if
searches are not conducted, how will larger
quantities be recovered,” he asks.

Sagar Preet Hooda, Director General of Police
(DGP), Chandigarh, and a native of Haryana’s
Rohtak, has conceptualised a village-based pro-
gramme that brings local residents together to
tackle the growing drug problem as a communi-
ty-led social intervention. Called the Panchgama
development model, the programme will be
launched in Jind on October 11. In its first phase, it
will cover nearly 300 villages, grouped into 60
clusters of five villages each.

“Through the Jind social forum, volunteers
with roots in Haryana will share their experienc-
es, expertise, and networks to support rural
youth. They will work alongside existing com-
munity and government institutions,” he says.

Several khaps, too, have announced that they
will impose fines on those indulging in drug-ped-
dling in view of the growing problem.

Even as communities are taking matters into
their own hands, Bisla questions the lack of polit-
ical will in dealing with the growing menace. “On
the one hand, the BJP has launched the Nasha
Mukt Punjab Yatra (an anti-drug political cam-
paign) in neighbouring Punjab. On the other, it
has done precious little to contain the menace in
the State that it has governed for the past 12
years,” he says.

State measures and hurdles

As part of its efforts to combat the drug menace,
the State government constituted the Haryana
State Narcotics Control Bureau (HSNCB) on Au-
gust 25, 2020. So far, 2,353 FIRs involving com-
mercial quantities of narcotics have been regis-
tered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985, and 6,256 accused people
have been arrested, according to a press confe-
rence held in June this year by Additional Direc-
tor General of Police, HSNCB.

In a parallel crackdown on drug-derived
wealth, assets worth ¥72.70 crore have been
seized, frozen, or attached to date. As part of the
campaign against habitual and organised traffick-
ers, preventive detention orders were issued
against 156 accused under the Prevention of Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act, 1988. In addition, property attach-
ment proceedings were initiated against 432 indi-
viduals to target illegally acquired assets
generated by the drug trade.

Rajendar Kumar Meena, Deputy Inspector
General of Police, HSNCB, says that going by drug
seizures, heroin is the most prevalent in the dis-
tricts bordering Delhi — Gurugram, Faridabad,
Jhajjar — followed by cocaine, MDMA (a synthetic
psychoactive drug), ganja, and poppy straw.
“The police have a three-pronged strategy to
combat the drug menace — enforcement, aware-
ness, and de-addiction,” says Meena, conceding
that supply cannot be totally curtailed till the
time that there is demand.

“The police focus on curtailing the commer-
cial supply of drugs, but the combination of the
dark web, cryptocurrency, and courier services
has changed the way drugs are trafficked.”

The gaps in rehabilitation

Vipin Sharma, the founder of Ankush Founda-
tion, a drug rehabilitation centre in Hisar, says
Haryana’s response to addiction remains focused
on de-addiction and regulatory compliance and
gives little attention to long-term rehabilitation.

After more than two decades in the field, Shar-
ma, a recovering addict himself, says the biggest
problem is that policies are often framed without
consulting those delivering services, such as reh-
abilitation and de-addiction programmes, on
ground.

Sharma argues that frequent inspections and
increasingly prescriptive rules have made it har-
der for rehabilitation centres to function effec-
tively. “Rules requiring clinical psychologists at
every centre don't take into account the limited

ilability of trained p ionals. There is also
excessive focus on specifications, such as the dis-
tance between beds. These requirements divert
attention from the central problem of treating ad-
diction,” he says.

For Sharma, the largest gap is the absence of
sustained rehabilitation after medical treatment.
“De-addiction is a medical treatment. It can ad-
dress physical dependence on a substance, but it
is not the complete solution,” he says. “Without
long-term rehabilitation, a patient’s psychologi-
cal dependence is not addressed.”

Sharma says Haryana lacks a rehabilitation
centre run or supported entirely by the State go-
vernment (there are eight centres in the State
supported by the Union government). Private
centres operate without government assistance,
but face regulatory and licensing hurdles.

An inmate at the rehabilitation centre says,
“For an addict, quitting drugs is only the begin-
ning. The real battle is staying away from them —
a struggle that can last a lifetime.” Recovery, he
says, cannot end at the centre’s gates; it requires
the continued support of family and society to
help those battling addiction rebuild their lives
and find their way back into the mainstream.

ashok kumar@thehindu.co.in
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This is exactly the wrong time to
significantly cut our investment in
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Trump-Xibonhomie
can’t paper over tensions

ITTLEOF substance wasachievedat the Donald Trump-
Xi Jinping summit this week, particularly on the thee

A declining United Nations is
notgood news for arising India

NDIA IS rising as the United Nations

(UN) loses authority. Rivalry among

major powers may create rooni forma-

noeuvrebutitalso makes agreements

harder to trust. For an aspirational
power, that is a poor bargain. Indian diplo-
macy must win more influence over UN
decisions while helping make those deci-
sions matter.

Unilateral
problem into everyday commerce. An In-
dian company may be freetotradeunderIn-
dian law yet find that a foreign bank will not
process its payment or an insurer will not
coverits cargo. Control over these networks
lets powerful states project national restric-
tions far beyond their borders without auth-
orlsmon from rhe UN Security Council.
Indian

This year’s General bly is un-
likely toresolve that tension. Governments

Ts that have come to define the US-China

On trade, US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said the

two countries had agreed to extend the Busan truce, which ex-
h

‘whose consent the UN needs are often pur-
suing objectives it was established to re-
strain. A week of diplomacy in New York

businesses exposed to rules their govern-
ment had no inwriting.

Aworld divided into rival financial and
technologucal systems could make that de-

piresin & when Chi; fi 2
portrestri i d. O T idhe
was content to leave AI exacdy where it is”, while Xi merely
tressed human control overit. And on Tai-
wan, Xi urged Trump to oppose Taiwanese independence, even
asthe US has held back an arms package for Taiwan worth about
$l4 bllll()n The pageantry, however, appears to have been the
bjective of Astrategyof sta-
blhty Tn ddownby
the war in Tran with the midterm elections around the corner,
while Xi is contending with a slowing economy ahead of next

year’s Communist Party Congress.
at it, however, isthe red
pet Trump rolled out — literally — for Xi, personally receiving

him at Joint Base Andrews for their third meeting in less than a
year. Trump referred to their “truly great friendship”, and Xi re-
ciprocated by using the US Prmdent s own catchphrase while

willdolittleto hat

lead powerful states to bypass the organ-
isation or block its work.

Indianeeds agreementsthat hold when
relations sour. New Delhi has long de-
fended sovereignty and resisted intrusive
international rule-making, Yet constraints
imposed by powerful countries can leave it
with even less say. The question is who
writes the rules and how much influence
India has over them. Multilateral arrange-
‘ments give India a voice in those negoti-
ations and room with coun-

toescape. Indiamightgain
bargammg opportunities, but access toa
market or technology could increasingly
require accepting the conditions of one
camp. A larger economy will not by itself re-
move that vulnerability.

The UN retains value even when its
[o! Universal
gives smaller countries a claim to be heard
without a major power’s invitation. Its
agenciesc
cost of crises and organise the scientific

tries it di with

used in chmate negonauons

Ukraine, Gazaand the warinvolving Iran
and the Gulf expose the Security Council’s
inability to restrain its strongest members
and their clients. Sudan the

of neglect. The Council was

suessmgrhe need nurdoser A re-
Ameri again

cango hand inhand.” Such personahsanun of the US- Chma re-
help ytensi con-
preserveafragi vivendi. The USis heavilyre-

liant on China’s critical minerals, and Beijing wants an open
market in the US for its goods. This means that neither country
has an incentive to tackle any of the fundamental disputes. But
managec
late, makinga
Nowhere are the risks more apparent than in the case of AL
Despue gmwmg calls for an agreement. on. Al safety, especially
amid leading USAI thepace of AT
needsto slow, neither nor Bejjing has
much incentive to constrain a(echnology theysee asasource of
strategic power. The history of ar
Expecrelﬂ]erslde[omakeconcaslons Theworry tororhercouu-
trie ingIndia, isthat an Al
and inwhich
ing powers set the rules for everyone else. Pursuing cooperation
with allies and building indigenous capability should be New
Delhi's priority.

difficul

ure

Growth holds up for now.
Inflation clouds outlook

VER THE past few days, global agencies have up-

graded their full-year growth estimates for India, fol-

lowing the first-quarter GDP estimates that showed

a stronger-than-expected economic momentum.
The Asian Development Bank, for instance, is now pegging
growth at 7 per cent for the year, up from its earlier forecast of
6.6 per cent. S&P Global isnow forecasting the economy to grow
at7 per cent, while the OECD has raised its projection from 6.3
per cent to 7.1 per cent. Moody’s had earlier raised its growth
forecast for the yearto7 per cent, up from 6 per cent.

Someof revolved around i

impacted by th ictin West Asia. Indus-
hasbeen healthy, with ITP 6.3percent
during April-Julyand manufacturingby 7 percent. The Centre’s
capital spending is growing at a brisk pace — capex has surged
by almost 30 per cent during April-July this year. Merchandise
exports have grown ata robust 17.8 per cent during April-August,
aided perhaps byaweak currency. Growth, however, isexpected
tomoderate towards the second halfof the year. As per S&P Glo-
bal, “growthtoeasein halfcfr.he.imu yearasthetail-

overactiviti

dlmmlsh” The OECD alsa expects the momentum (o weaken,
Th

placein 2027,

has emergedasa key ared ofrisk. As perthe ADB, “Worse-than-
expected EINif and raise food
inflation” in the wider region.

Price pressures are building up in the economy, and the ex-
pectationsofhigherinterest rates have gained traction. S&P Glo-
bal expects inflation to average 5.1 per cent, and the RBI to “raise
its policy rate by 25 bpsin’ lhecunen! fiscal year™. AspertheOECD
“Indiais projected torai:
stronger inflationary pressures.” The central bank’s mone(ary
policy commlttee isslated to meet in a few weeks. The grvah
inflatie tilt tighter policy.

Abronze medal, quiet
gains in table tennis

ABLE TENNIS isthe slowest-growing among racket

sports in India. That impression is largely because

there is no poster girl or poster boy for the sport in

the country. But the mixed doubles bronze won by
Diya Chitale and Manush Shah at the Asian Games indicates
India’s slow but steady progress. The duo defeated Hong
Kong's World No. 4 pair, Wong Chun-Ting and Doo Hoi Kem,
but lost in the semis to the World No.1 Chinese pair, Wang
Chugin and Sun Yingsha.

Amidth theshootin; dtheslow start
in other sports, TT has made unheralded progress. This is the
racketsport’s fourth bronze after the medals won by the men’s
teamand. MamkaBatm Sharath Kamal mixed doublesin 2018
and Ayhika Sutirtha jeeinwomen's doubles
in2022. TT hasathriving national league, the UTT. But Manush
from Vadodara and Diya from Mumbai have kept the legacy of
thesport’s traditional TT hubs. They won a Muscat World Table
Tennis Contender title earlier this year, defeating the Chinese
pair of Huang Youzheng and Shi Xunyao. Last year, they be-
came the first Indian pair to qualify for the season-ending WTT
Finals. This i growth has gone i

Table Tennis is a global sport because of low entry-level ex-
penses, butitisamong the toughest at the Asian Games, where
China, Japan and Korea tend to be impregnable. A toehold for
India is significant, especially because the sport remains
riddled with problems, including borderline selection calls.
Players get little recognition unless an Olympic medal arrives,
Ayhika Mukherjee’s victory over World No.1Sun Yingsha at the
World Team Championships, for instance, hardly stirred any
Indians. But an Asian Games medal helps.

designed to work when the major powers
could agree. Its veto gives each permanent
member the means to block action when
they cannot. Appeals to the Charter have

do not fund, delay payments they owe, and
cutassistancewhile: expecung[heUNm ab-
sorbtl A

tion against economic coercion could at-
tract wider support. That work need not
wait for on the more conten-

ambitious mandate and inadequate re-
sourcesis being set up to fail.

Al presents an early test of who gets to
write rules that matter. The UN’s indepen-
dent sclennf ic panel has warned that AT

-ome harder for
control, On September 23, technology
executives briefed the Security Council on
Al'srisks. The Council has a role where AT
threatens international security. Com-
panies bring essential expertise, but also
commercial interests. Al's reach into em-

tious questions of UN reform.

The world’s most populous democracy
and a major economy, India has a compel-
hng claim to permanent membership. Af-
rica’s ion from permanent
ship makes the case for Council reform
hardertoignore. Regional rivalries obstruct
agreement on expansion. Charter amend-
ments also require ratification by all five
permanent members. An elected seat isthe
nearer prospect.

A pracucal priority for External Affairs

ployment, education and dev
needs wider ion. India should

Minister atthis. Assembly 15 lo
forIndia®

press for safety standards and access to
technology to be negotiated where devel-
oping countries have a voice. Permanent
members and some technology firms can-
notrepresenteveryone whose future these
rules will shape.
India’si

elected Security Council seat for the 2028-. 29
term. Itsopponent inthe June 2027 election
is Tajikistan, which has never served on the
Coungil. A founding UN member in 1945,
India has contributed more than 275,000
personnel to UN peacekeeping. Smaller

the UNd d: countries will also want to know how India

the partners it can bring to a negotiation. ~ would termtoadd: ircon-
On September 21, I.ndla helped launch  cerns. Indi: drawon

orP4M, with  for pS carry out, and for

Partners for Mul
Brazil, Canada, Kenya, the EU, Australia

affected countries to be heard before the

Council acts.
A Council term would give India more
insist that

strain developing countries, the and Barbados. The group spans different
UN gives them a forum to press diplomatic camps. The declar-
claims on climate finance and . ation -
i The UN retains value even terdependence is bemg used to
Thatisnotenough. The UNstill whenits Council is paralysed. ~ exert pressure, disrupting trade,
fallsshorttoooften. T Universal bersh p gives supply chains and development

must simplify procedures, cut du-
plication and spend carefully. Gov-
ernments are also weakening the

upholdit
can preventitsenforcement.

ion they invoke when

smaller countries a claim to be
heard withouta major
power’s invitation

finance. Each partner has rela-
tionships that could help India
persuade countries it might not
otherwise persuade. Joint propo-
sals on climate finance or protec-

governments honour them. The test will
come when an agreement obstructs the
choices of powerful states. The Charter
matters most when it gets in the way.

Thewriter is former
of India to the UN, and dean, Kautilya
School of Public Policy, Hyderabad

Gen Zis much more than
political street theatre

HERE IS a new political
fashion in India: Anyone who
takes to the streets, abuses

public

angry, anarchic or hostile to the institu-
tions of democracy. There is a profound
i betv i ity

and rejecting

property, or creates disorder
is quickly presented as the authentic
voice of “Gen Z”. The label is then appro-
priated by political groups and vested in-
terests eager to give their own agendathe
sheen of youth rebellion. This portrayal
does a profound injustice to India’s young
generation. The people who shout the
loudest do not necessarily represent their
generation. And those who destroy public
property, attack institutions, hurl abuse,
or turn political disagreement into viol-
ence cannot claim a monopoly over the
aspirations of millions of young Indians
simplybecause they happen to be young.

India’s Gen Z is far larger, more d.werse
and y more
than the political street theatre through
which some of its supposed represen-
tatives are being showcased. Ina democ-
racy, peaceful protestis animportant con-
stitutional and political instrument.
‘Young people have every right to question
governments, challenge policies and de-
mand accountability. But protest does not
acquire morallegitimacy merely because
the protesters are young.

Age cannot transform vandalism into
democracy and turn abuse into political
argument. Nor can a crowd become a rep-
resentative voice for an entire generation
simply because cameras happen to be
pointed at it. A dangerous narrative is
slowly taking shape: That India’s Gen Zis
inherently angry, anti-establishment, vi-

There are those young Indians whose
contribution is measured not in social-
media followers or television sound bites
but in courage. They are the young men
and women in uniform who guard India’s
borders, serve in difficult terrain and,
when required, make the ultimate
sacrifice for the country. They demon-
strate something that is increasingly
absent from the caricature of Gen Z
being constructed by sections of political
activism: Responsibility.

Thedanger of such appropriation goes
beyond politics. It distorts how India and
the world understand its young popula-
tion. India is one of the world’s youngest
major societies. India’s young people are
not merely a demographic statistic; they
arean enormous productive, creativeand
strategic resource. If the image of Indian
youth is reduced to angry crowds break-
ing things, abusing people and confront-
ing the police, the country does itself a
disservice. More importantly, millions of
young Indians who quietly work, achieve
and contribute are rendered invisible.

India needs young citizens who ques-
tion authority, but who also understand
responsibility. It needs young people who
demand change, but who know that
change requires institution-building. It
needs young Indians who are fearless
enough to criticise power, but disciplined
enough not to destroy what belongs tothe
public. It needs disagreement without de-

IT-Bombay suicide case:
Insearch of a perpetrator

OME DISCUSSIONS on the death of Sahil Wakode, a
student at [IT-Bombay, have linked it to the ongoing
national conversation about student suicides, high-

teack d
healthsupport. Yetthereisy
onwhatmay turnoutto bethe key factorin thiscase: The allega-
uons of caste-based hmmen[ wmch haveledtothe police in-

/ST Act ofsuicide.
Theenti : Wasacrimecom-
mitted? If not, ths could be one more tragic episode in that
broader uicides. Butifso,
,T‘uaL i isalready hap-
pening, atseveral i i onsocial media.
If a cnme was committed, who did it? Wakode’s father has
ions notjustagainst Doolla, the pro-
fessor involved in the incident in the exam hall, but also the in-
stitute’sdirector, Shireesh Kedare. And if acrime wascommitted,
over what period of time did it take place? The parents have
spoken of harassment that had been going on for around three
months, not just the incident in the exam hall on the day of their
son'sdeath. Thereislittl d about
these allegations, only rumours, supposed leaks and commen-
tary. The claim that cheatedin isjustthat—
aclaim. Inany case, it todisprovet ion of
ongoing harassment. The prudentapproach would betowait for
more facts to be established and forthe po].loe 10 comp[ele their
probe. Atthi
need fora fairand thorough investigation.
Tt fFrhedi ;

y
ips and mental-

ilin the public

tage, themosti

thisincident
deserve: One, thi: lintoa STEM-ver-
sus-humanities conflict due to the involvement of humanities
students in the protests. The very need to teach the humanities
at atechnical institute is being questioned in a puerile manner.
There could be nobetter argument for [he necessity of ensuring
political thought.

Two, the anxiety of the meritorious. The concerns raised by
some who have rallied in support of the professor — that he is
being scapegoated even though he simply did his job and fol-

India needs olent, contemptuous of institutionsand  humanisation, protest without violence lowed the prescribed process — are remarkably slmllar 0 Lhe
youngcitizens ~ incapable of constructive engagement.  and political activism without the aban- fearsoverth ~stayed UGC:
who question They may disagree with the of basic civic old anxieties around the “misuse” of the SC/ST Act. In this case,
N government of the day. They may support The real Gen Z story of India is no( First, the fz fthe “cheating” incident
authority,but  gifferent political parties. They may be  being written exclusively on the streets. have yet to be established: it is not known if the proper process
whoalso politically conservative, liberal, socialist, ~ They do not need to hurl abuses to dem- If not, this Second, heiri tothatone
understand ist, or politically indiffe onstrate courage. They do not need to could be one incident, they i pth ongoin;
s But political diversity is not the same dalise public propert; rate - Finally, thereisth i th rev:ous.,, in
b ESponSlb'hry' thing as political disorder. This is where  anger. They do not need political parties n?ore Ll"dglc he 0of OBCs, Thave wri bout the need fora
Itneeds young  the “Cockroach Janta Party” phenom- to certify their relevance, Their work episodeinthe  _ from “backward” to“oppressed”. One thing this does s thatit
people who enon (political forces that seem deter-  speaks foritself. The real Gen Zof India is broader the e of per jon” is al-
demand minedtocrawl intoevery availablesocial not a mob. It is a generation building, conversation ways carried outbyan“uppressor Imns caseistruly about lack
I but grievance and appropriate it for partisan  competing, innovating, serving, and sBotitEGasnE of mental tor lac insome broad
change, bu purposes) needs to be called out. achieving. And that Gen Z is far too large, ,m_" S B sense, then there is no perpetrator. One may lament andcau on
whoknow No political party, whether in govern-  and far too consequential, to be repre- suicides. But if rannn dot , but everyone i
that Changc mentoropposition, owns GenZ.Noideo-  sented by those whose only claim to rep- so, the focus Crime, s hand, isdone
requires logical group owns the youth. Neither resent it is that they know how to make needs to shift to by criminals, casteism by casteists. The investigation will, hope-
o oidl ow should India’s Gen Z haveitsidentityout-  the most noise. . - fully, establish which is the case here.
msu_tuflon- sourced, nor should vested interests be c'as.texsl.:n at
building allowed to hijack the label of "Gen Z” and The writer is former media elite institutes The writer is senior assistanteditor. The Indian
use it to portray an entire generation as relations head, Delhi BIP Express. rohan.manoj@expressindia.com
40 Y E ARS AG 0 CPlleader, copshotdead Chineseintrusionconfirmed mit suicide, to be ultra vires of the Constitu-
tion. Justice P B Sawantand Justice B G Kolse
Scptemher 26,1986 IN A spurtofterrorist: activity, Communist ARUNACHAL PRADESH Chief Minister Patll gave this ruling onawrit petmon filed bv
Party of India (CP ilmembe Gegong. id th wife of a mentallyill poli
Darshan Slngh “Canadian”and a Punjab by the Chinese in Tawang district could not stable, Maruti Shripati Dubal, who was helng
fall ereshotdeau even b i farbut i theyhad  prc
lND'A_N E._.XPRESS et Y intruded intothe hi f attempt to commit suicide.
= T —— ‘msand fromthem  areas.Hetoldthe Assemblv lhatdefence
i CPLleader, copshot e inthe past 24 hoursin Punjab. Darshan Si forcesin ;
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thePC, which penalises anattempt to com-
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The election umpire’s independence
begins with its appointment

ES
FAIZAN MUSTAFA
AND MADHAV ANAND

EUTRALITY IS not an orna-

mentofthe Election Commis-

sion. It is the constitutional

reason for its being. In Mo-

hinder Singh Gill (1978), Jus-
tice Krishna Iyer, echoing Lord Camden,
cautioned that “wide discretion is fraught
with tyrannical potential even in high per-
sonages, absent legal norms and institu-
tional checks”. Inthe! OonsnmentAsembly
Shibbanl

tice Shar edit.Ir inthe
AligarhMuslim Universityjudgment (2024),

hcth the judges had found the referral toa

ofthe Election Commissioner being “aknave
or a person who is likely to be under the
thumb of the executive”, In response to this
criticism, B R Ambedkar, through Article
324{2) made appointments to the ECI “sub-

Benchbyatwo-j hin

a 1981 verdict problematic.
JusuoeDamsopmmn ng,hdyrestsonan
Appli-

cation: of'law is notinterpretation. In Thakur
Ganga Smgh (1960), Lhe Court held thata

ofanylaw inthat  questionof arises only when
behall by Parhament 2 competing. consmlcnons of a provision are
Forsevendecades, however, Parliament hedisclo-

urejudgment in.

did not make that law. In Anoop
(2023), a Constitution Bench prescribed an
interim arrangement comprising the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and
the Chief Justiceof India. With godspeedand

Reforms (2002) with Section 33B of the. Rep»
resentation ot the People Act. I.n PUCL
(2003),ath

and called the demand fora reference “to-

muchlikeithadacted i Banocase,

Parliament filled the legislative vacuum
through the Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Commissioners (Ap-
pointment, Conditions of Service and Term
ofOffice) Act, 2023,and replaced the CJT with
acabinet minister nominated by the PM.
OnWednesday, atwo-judge benchofthe
Supreme Court referred petitions (.haueng-

y y over-
rulingofajudgment, dotsnol, byitself, make
the constitutional question new. Where the
governing principle has already been con-
clusively established, the remaining task is
simply toapply it to the facts of the case.

ILLUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR
ment process must be free of exclusive
executive control. That standard, he held,
“isbindingon all courts”. What s not bind-

that free and fair elections are part of the
Basic Structure, which “no court can or
‘would, possibly, doubt”, He also accepts
that “to the extent law has been declared
under Article 141", it “is to be applied”. He
thendescribes what remains: “Whether the
said Act fails the test of free and fair elec-
tions has to be independently examined™.
Toexamine whetherastatute failsasettied
test is the very definition of application.
Justice Sharma notes that the question
of whether Parliament, “ was msuﬁed innot
includinga "is“an|
question arising for the first time before this
Court”. However, this sentence cannot bear
that weight because the neutral selector was
the very reasoning of Anoop Baranwal,
which anhldedﬂ-je(lﬂ"asaneutxalarblter
did not find: o
General'sreliance on NJAC (2015) problem-
atic. If the Law Minister’s presence in the

ing is the machinery the bench devised to toappoint j ffended the
meet it. The CJI'sinclusion was “adeliber-  judiciary’si ran,
ate signalling advice, and not a mandate”. ~ “acor i itutional in-
Demonstrating judicial r ingat its " must be forthe
best, Justice Datta disti; theprin-  executive. Justi

ciple, which binds, from the preseription,
which Parliament was free to change. The
principleis that appointments must bein-
sulated from exclusive executive control,
and that “it is not enough for the ECIto be
independent, it must also appear to be in-
dependent”. Justice may not be done but

ogyasa “constitutional principle”. However,
the SG's argument turns NJAC on its head.
NJAC shielded an independent institution
fromtheexecutive; theSG ‘sanalogy invokes
ittoshield th another
independent institution. Article 324 —
which gives the ECI constitutional status —

itshould atleastappear

When the bench asked whether the
PM’s nominee would ever oppose him in
caseofadifference of opinion between the
PM and the Leader of the Opposition, the
Attorney General’s answer was, probably

protects the i of the umpire,
notthep! A asJustice
Datta courageously notes, is itself “a partici-
pantin the electoral process”.

Since the two judges could not agree on
upholding the law, they should have read it

‘What, then, did. Ammp Baranwal settle?
The bench held that “a person whoisina

slate of oblxganon orfeelsmdebted

ing the 2023 law to the CJI for
Constitution Benchd be-
Iges, Justice Dipankar Datta

totheon: him, fails
Lhe nation”, that one “weak-kneed

and Justice Satish Chandra Sharma.

In Justice Datta’s words, the Narendra
Modi government’s plea to refer the issueto
a Constitution Bench emerged “in gradual
course of his (the Attorney General’s) argu-
ments”. The plea found no place in the
counteraffidavitand came twoyearsintothe
litigation. Justice Datta rejected it, while Jus-

powers that be” cannot
bean Election Commissioner, and

no”. The petitioners were mor, ic down by rec
saying, “certainly no”. to make its decisions unanimously. Such a
Whethex ionc meets in our opinion, would ensure
that. i ipleisaquestion of matanElecuon Comm:sslonercouldbeap-
application. It cannot becomea  pointedonk nf‘hnrh rhp
Justice Dattadistinguished ~ question of i ionmerely  go and thet" ition, pi g

inci i i by" istil i-  astronger i i
the principle, which binds, tutional principle in aseemingly ~ pendenceand credxbmty

from the prescription, which

new factual or legislative setting”,

thatanappointment “mustnotbe  Parliament was free tochange.  justice Datta held.
overshadowed by even a percep- The principle isthat Though Justice Sharma dem-
tion”thata“yes man will decide the appointments must be onstrated judicial humility, the dif-

fate of democracy”.

Justice Dattadistilled this into
abinding declaration of the ECI's
independence — the appoint-

insulated from exclusive

ficulty liesin his reasoning. He ac-
cepts that the Anoop Baranwal
committee was an “ad hoc ar-

". He dges

executive control

Toerr is human. A democracy can sur-
vive an umpire’s wrong call, but it cannot
survive the suspicion that the umpire was
deliberately chosen to make it.

Mustafa is vice-chancellor, Chanakya
National Law University, Patna. Anand is
scholar at NUJS, Kolkata. Views are personal

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Guarding the guards

THE LATEST revelations (‘14
times in 10 months, two Election
Commissioners objected on rec-
ord topoll panel steps’, IE,
September 23) relating to serious
differences within the ECl raise
aneven more fundamental ques-
uon Whowill hold the Election

-y

J
SHWETA SAINI
AND VANSH OBEROI

INDIAIS notshortof wheat. The question is
whether it knows enough about the crop it
will harvest six months from now to export
freely today.

when
the institution entrusted with
protecting the integrity of
elections itself f: ionsof

On Augusr24 wheatexponsmuved from
" to “free”, fo

permissions of 2.5 MMT each in February

and April. The balance sheet looks comfort-

able. P is officially estimated at

opaque and partisan functioning?
The reported objections raised by

Election Commissioners Sukhbir

Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi

1207 MMT, though tradeestimatesare closer
to 110 MMT. Procurement reached 35.76
MMT, against about 30 MMT last year. Cen-
tral Pool wheat stocks stood at nearly 48

over the past 10 month:
ing electoral-roll management,
voter registration, deletion and
restoration of names, and electo-
raldataare deeply disturbing.
Reportsthatsome decisions
were allegedly taken without
their knowledge requirea
transparent explanation.
TharciusSFernando, Chennai

Everyday failure

‘THE HORRIFIC gang rapeof a17-
year-old girl inaSouth Delhi park
lays bare how casual and reactive
thesystem remains when it comes
tothesafety and protection of
women (Don’t ask women to
shrink, secure theirspace, IE, Sep-
tember 25). Furthermore, thisse-
curity failure extends beyond iso-
lated crimesto the everyday decay
of publicspaces.

Krishan KumarChugh, New Delhi

Trumpaddress

THE RECENT address by US
President Donald Trump at the
United Nations raises important
questions about the future ofin-
ternational diplomacy (‘In
Trump’s annihilation threat, a
tiny space’, IE, September 25). His

MMTon 1, more than twice the
October 1 buffer norm of 20.5 MMT. But a
buffer surplus is not an export surplus. To-
day’sabunc
harvested. The crop that must replenish
these stocks will be sown over the next two
months, and there are reasons for caution.
‘The monsoon is about 15 per cent below
normal, and the risk is uneven Punjaband
Har ficits, but their
heavilyirrigated wheat can lean on ground-
water, ata cost to aqujfcm and state power
subsidies. »osed: Rain-
fallisabout 25 percent below normal and res-
ervoir storage about 31 per cent
below. Bihar has received around
35 per cent less rain, raising con-

‘The crop that must replenish
these stocks will be sown over

Don’t export tomorrow’s

Theoutlookaddstotherisk. NOAAsSep-
tember 14 update keeps El Nifio in place
through January-March 2027 The Interna-
tional Research Institute for Climateand So-
ciety sees higher chances of below-normal
rain and above-normal temperatures over
parts of India through March. A warmer
winteriseffectively ashorterone, and March
matters most — an early temperature rise
during grain filling cuts yields.This is not a
forecastofcrop failure. But partsof thewheat
beltenterrabiwithathinnerwater cushion,
and the heat risk is very much alive.

Norcanwheatbe vi fromrice.

¢ wheat surplus today

such calculations change. In February 2022,
Indian wheat production was estimated at
a record 111.3 MMT. With the Russia-
Ukraine war disrupting global supplies,
India stepped up exports and targeted 10
MMT for2022-23. Then came the unusually
hot March. As late as May 12, the govern-
ment i i

promote wheat exports. Aday later, expons

Post-World
War Il norms
cannot fix
today’s problems

RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

NANinterview tothe media while in Delhi toattend the

BRICS summit earlier this month, Anténio Guterres, the

UNSecretary-General ling

about the multilateral organisation he heads. “As the

superpowers are divided, the Security Council is para-
lysed. There is no way to put order in the world,” he confessed,
adding that the Council “does not correspond anymore to the
world of today. It creates a problem of legitimacy, and it creates
a problem of effectiveness,” he confessed. Guterres described
the “need to readjust the power systems and mechanisms of
governance in the world to the reality of today's world instead
of the reality 0f 1945" as a “hard battle” and insisted that what
the UN needs is not asnmple reform but “an overhaul”.

The ye ions. Last year, at the 80th
UN General Assembly session, Guterres was combative, de-
scribing the UN as “a moral compass, a force for peace... a
guardian of international law”. His statements in Delhi a year
later were not just the frustrated farewell sentiments of an of-
ficial demitting office at the end of this year, but the dawning
ofthe reality that created World War Il was no
longerworking. No better 1l!uerauon ofthisreality is reqmred
thanthe factthat ChineseP XiJinping
the White House in Washington, DC, but wasn’t at the prestlgv
ious annual congregation of world leaders.

China pundits interpret it as Xi’s way of presenting his
country. I tothe USby: i lyasmuchtime
inthe US as President Donald Trump did in May this year dur-
ing his visit to Beijing. But the fact is that Xi found spending
time in DC more useful for his country than a visit to the UNGA's
8lstsession. Many other prominent world leaders chose to stay
away from the session this year. They included German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz, Italy’s prime minister Georgia Meloni,
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indone-
sian president Prabowo
Subianto and several
others. Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, too,
did not attend for the sec-
ond successive year.

None of these leaders is
against global multilateral-
ism. But they all feel that the
current structure is unsuit-
able for the present times.
Modi said so two years ago,
cautioning the 79th UNGA
sessionin 2024 that theglo-
bal institutions were losing
relevance, adding that “re-
form is key to relevance”. S
Jaishankar, India’s External
Affairs Minister, was more
forthright at the 80th session last year, pointedly asking if the
'UN had “lived up to expectations™.

Trump, who opened the session on September 22, also
came down heavily on various UN bodies like the Interna-
tional Criminal Court and UNESCO. “There is no global gov-
ernment,” he insisted, and warned that the UN must “stop im-
posing the far-left agenda of globalist bureaucrats who
nobody everelected”. The US’s lack of faith in multilateralism
became clear when Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on

®_ .

A

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

OnMay19,the

thessidelines of the UNGA that th t international sys-

estimate was cut to 1064 MMT.
Sugaroffered areminderjustlast month.
o : e

the government sugar exports in

Rice prices are already 7-8 per cent above a
vearago, and kharifacreageis nearly 17lakh
hectares lower. Rabi and summer rice may
recoversomeof this, but weak reservoirsand

February. Production subsequently disap-
pointed. By August, policy had moved from
permitting additional exports to allowing,
duty-free rawsugar imports.

limit
that. India’s cereal basket therefore has less
ToOmto. hockt! headlis
stocks suggest.

Theincentive toexport isreal. Black Sea
wheat lands at Chittagong for about
$380/mt, against roughly $330/mt for In-
dian wheat (based on Rs 27/kg in Madhya
Pradesh). Forward markets point firmertoo.
May 2027 Chicago wheat is around $275/mt
and Kansas HRW near $300/mt,
both about 15 per cent above May
2026 levels. With Black Sea dis-

anothercost. Opening
exports fully and then shutting them
abruptly erodes India’s reliability as a sup-
plier. The answer is not to halt agricultural
exports whenever forecasts are uncertain,
but toretain roomto respond.

Indiacan keepa calibrated wheat export
window and revisit it as information im-
proves. If the crop is excellent, India can al-
waysexport more. Wheat shipped today can-
not be recalled if the harvest disappoints.

India has enough wheat now. What it
lacks is enough information abou! its next

temis unable to deliver. The US, “at least as long as President
Trumpisinoffice”, will always act in its own interest, “notin
the interest of the international order”, he declared, categori-
cally stating that “We will never put the international order
above the interests of the US.”

Reformat the UN is long overdue. But the problem is that,
aspointed out by Jaishankar last year, the process for reform
itselfis an obstacle. John Bolton, former NSA of the US, was
more candid in saying that any move to amend the UN
Charter itself would face a veto roadblock. That brings us
back to the outgoing Secretary-General’s comment: Not re-
form, but overhaul.

In the middle of World War I, when the League of Nations
had completely become dysfunctional, two Western leaders,
Franklin D Roosevelt ofthe US and Winston Churchill of Great
Britain, came together to proclaim the Atlantic Charter in1941.
‘That served as the foundational document for the creation of
anew multilateralism under the UN four years later. Atatime
‘when that West-dominated system is faltering, we need the
statesmen from the Global South to come forward to build a
new system — an Indo-Pacific Charter — the basis for which
should be the recognition of multipolarity.

cerns over pre-sowing moisture N rupti crop. Thati: preser

and groundwater recharge. Mad- the next two months, Z“'fd by not it.

hya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh are there arereasons forcaution  India’s next crop arrives. The writer is national vice-president, BIP

better placed for now. India has seen how quickly The writers are with Arcus Policy Research and president, India Foundation
|dontwant to be cautious. | want tolive free of fear

0 Twas just 18, three months into college, This week, when the news about a  back gate, tainting that tiny island of free- ~ want are streetlights that work, police who

when I was flashed for the first timebya  minor? inAasthaKunjPark(only domby imity. That wasn'tjustasecurity  patrol before, not after, a crime, media that

NAVYA JAIN middle-aged man.Iwasonabusyroadthat ~ 2km from Lady Shri Ram College) nearthe  lapse; it was a disrespect to everything that ~ states facts correctly, and acity that makesa

BACKIN 2024, as prepared to movetoNew
Delhiand mac hecklist of itemstocarry,

power, along with threats against
Iran, risks weakening the spirit of
cooperation that the UN was cre-
ated to protect. However, the talks
between USand Iranian officials
show thatdiplomacy stillhasa
valuable place. Dialogue, rather
than threats, offers a better path to
resolving conflicts and preventing
furtherinstability.

Ansh Dubey, Delhi

my motheradded “pepperspray”tothevery
top, almost like abasic necessity, likeasetof
pens or my laptop. I did not argue because
she wasn't wrong. That is the part that
bothers me to this day: Pepper spray always
endsupin my bag, no matter whereIgo.
‘When I reached college, everybody had
asimilar story to share. Tips to stay safe.
When to go out. A mental map that con-
stantly ran through our heads. What makes
itworseist ion.
it fearoran overreaction. We thoughtofitas
beingsensible, “safe”.

leads frommy PGtothe college. What stayed
with me after was not the absolute horror
and disgust that I felt in that moment but
rather how ordinary it was. When I men-
tioned the incident to other girls, every one

college’s back gate broke out, the arithmetic
only got louder in my head.

The cruel partisthat LSR is where I have
not had to stay alert. It's a place where the
shirts and scarves come off, we dress as we

had theirown story. like, girls exist loudly, stay late without ex-
Eversince, Ido mental math beforelgo plaining p with-
out. Can Igoontl it g outapology. Iti taught mehow
i b.Isittoolate A dofrapewas

ortooearly?Is the road too empt found barely 50 m from that very place’s

In the scorching Delhi heat, it has be-
come my habit to think twice before wear-
ingshorts, ski tank tops whil 12
ping out. Nobody ever taught me to do
this. Tjust learnt to carry shirts, scarves
and cover-ups, like the way you learn a
language. By living in it.

‘WhatIwantisacity that
makes agirl's walk to her lecture
something she doesn't have to
mentally prepare for

epapenindianexpresamm.. .

place stands for.

On Wednesday, when hundreds of girls
from LSR and other DU colleges filled the
road outside our gate, they came for every
woman who has been raped, and for every
woman who lives in the constant fear that
she might be next. We shouted slogansona
road whereIusually walkwith my guard up,
and foronce, it felt like it was ours. It felt like
reclaiming space. It felt like we were worthy
of our own institution, which has a reputa-
tion for standing with women — it was
where the Pinjra Tod campaign took off,
where they refused to accept curfews asthe
priceofbeing safe.

Butsolidarity cannot be all we have.Ido
not want pepper spray in my bag. What I

gitl'swalkto herlecturesomethingshe does-
n'thave to mentally prepare for.

The question was never how women
should stay safe because that has been
answered a thousand times, in parents’
warnings and PG rules and shopping lists.
The question is why a whole society has left
thatanswertous.

Twill carry the spray tomorrow, because
Thaveto. ButThave stopped believing thisis
whatsafety means. Safetyisnotagirl whois
cautiousabouteverything;itisaplace where
she never has to be cautious about every-
thing, everagain.

The writer is astudent at Lady Shri
Ram College, University of Delhi
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REVENUE DEPENDENCE ON DERIVATIVES CUT, SAYS CHAIRMAN | NEW MODEL BILATERAL INVESTMENT TREATY WITH CABINET, APPROVAL CLOSE Indian economy
: ‘g ¢ ald > resilientdespit

Focus oninvestor “4-5BIT pactstobefinalised soon’ fesiientdespite

protection, revenue
diversification: NSE

SEBIshould allow
exchanges to list
on theirown
platforms, said
Srinivas Injeti

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, September25

THE PRIMARY duty of the
National Stock Exchange (NSE)
is to ensure a safe and trusted
market for i evenifit

NSE and BSE were deriving over 90% of their revenues from the

comesat the cost of business for
the exchange, Chairman Srini-
vas Injeti said here on Friday,
amid theongoingtightening of
regulations in derivatives
markets which hasbeena “cash
cow” for both the bourse oper-
ators, NSE and BSE.

“We can’tbe distracted from
our primary duty of giving you
a market with integrity and a

“Maybe if this domination
in options was unquestioned,
they (SEBI) may not have
looked at the commodity. They
may not have looked at ... what
are the small, small things we
can do to sort of get data con-
nectivity, some money here,
some money there, some data
modernisation. All that is hap-

atone point. GNSEINDIA/X

take part in physically settled
non-agricultural commodity
derivatives,amove expected to
boost trading volumes in bul-
lion contracts. This will also
bring in significant capital for
NSE, whose facilities have been
used by FPIs for decades to in-
vest in equities, the manage-
ment said.

market where investors are  pening because ol this 1mbal— . =

protected,” Injeti said duringa ~ ance, Timetor

mediabriefing here,adayafter (onrevenues from denvauvcs), Sdf‘ list mgnorms

NSE’s listing. you know, will h: The NSE chai alsosaid
MDand CEO Ashishkumar  Injeti added. that the SEBI should allow ex-

Chauhan and other senior A study by the Securities changes to list on their own

he b p- and Exchange Board of India  platformsasthe Indian market

erator were also present. (SERI) last month showed that ~ has matured.

Onregulatorytighteningin  despitesigns of retail participa- While self-listing is per-

the derivatives segment, Injeti
said, “This imbalance, exces-
sive dependence (on the de-
rivatives segment), you know,
will have to be reduced. So, I
think that is the big picture.
And given this, there is no way,
there is nojugglery, there is no
way in which quartertoquarter
you can do some magic.”

Before thistightening, NSE
and BSE were deriving over
90% of theirrevenues from the
derivatives segment at one
point.

Diversifying revenue
streams

NSE’s management em-
phasised the need to take steps
tobetter protect retail investors
and diversify its revenue
streams going forward.

tion in India’s equity deriva-
tives (FRO) cooling for the first
time in at least five years,
nearly 9 in 10 individual
traders continued to face losses
in 2025-26, as the average loss
pertraderrose2% year-on-year
to Rs 1.17 lakh crore. This was
despitesteps taken by the regu-
lator such as limiting expiries
to one per exchange and in-
creasing lot sizes of derivative
contracts, among others.

NSE has considerably re-
duced its revenue dependence
onderivatives, and aimstocon-
tinue doing so through more
focus on the cash market, elec-
tronic gold receipts, and the
commodity market, among
others.

In fact, SEBI on Thursday
permitted foreign investors to

mitted across various major
markets, like in the US, the In-
dian market regulator con-
tinuesto prohibitit, citing con-
flict of interest concerns.
“Prior to 2012, even listing
was not allowed. A stock ex-
change oran MII could not list.
In 2012, it was allowed,” Injeti
said, adding that there is merit
in-aligning the Indian norms

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 25

THE MINISTRY of Finance has
finished reviewing the model
Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT) and hassent it to the Cabi-
net Secretariat, aseniorgovern-
ment official said, adding that
pacts with 4-5 countries, in-
cluding Canada, are expected
tobe finalised soon under the
new framework.

“We should soon finalise 4-
5 BITs, we have expedited
them. These will be as per the

© COURSE CORRECTION

ABITisanagreement between
two countries which spells out
rules governing private invest-
mentin either nation from com-
paniesin the other. They help
promote, protect, and provide
clarity toforeign investments

THE UNION Budget for 2025-26
had announceda review of the
2016 model BIT to make it more
investor-friendly and attract sus-
tained foreign investment

itisi thatthe local ju-
diciary is notignored.
“People may have com-
plained about India’s judiciary
from time to time. But it has
stood the test of time,” the of-
ficial said, adding that “some
red lines will not be crossed”.
Tobesure, Lhe government
has shown a

2025and $29billionin 2024, it
is far below $35billion in 20022
and $53 billion in 2020.
Amodel BIT createsastan-
dard template that can be fol-
lowed whenever such agree-
ments are being pursued with
other countries. The model
text is used as a guide and the

RBIBulletin

Mumbai: India’s financial and
external sectors continue to
draw strength from a resilient
domestic economy, though es-
calating geopolitical tensions
and weather-related uncer-
tainties remain key downside

duce the length of time for
which local remedy must be
pursued before international
arbitration is sought. For in-
stance, the BIT signed with the
UAE in 2024 mandated local

new model fr k, which
is waiting to be approved,” the
official said on the condition of
anonymity.

Astatement issued late last
month after the Inaugural Ca»
nada-India Finance Mini:

tioned official said 20-25 BITs
weresigned on the basis of this
model, “we have moved far
away from it” in recent years
when were inked

Economic and Financial Dia-
logue, attended by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
said that “India expressed its
readiness to initiate negoti-
ations on a Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty at the earliest™.
‘The Union Budget for 2025~
26 had announced a review of
the 2016 model BIT to make it
more investor-friendly and at-
tract sustained foreign invest-
ment. While the aforemen-

with the United Arab Emir-
ates, among others.

“The new model BIT will
absorb those agreements
‘where we had moved far away
from the 2016 model,” the
source added.

While critics have called for
the five-year local remedy
period to be reduced to one
year or be even done away with
entirely, the government has
stood its ground and said that

legal dies be pursued for
three years, lower than the five
years in the 2016 model BIT.
ABIT is an agreement be-
tween two countries which
spells out the rules governing
private investment in either
nation from companies in the
other. As such, they help pro-
mote, protect, and provide
clarity to foreign investments.
This would be especially
beneficial atatime when India
is struggling to attract money
from abroad due to structural
shifts globally: net Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) inflows
in the first six months of 2026
have been $12 billion. While
this is up from $3.1 billion in

France’s EDF pushes for its
nuclear reactor tech in India

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September 25

SENIOR OFFICIALS of the
Ministry of Power on Friday
held a meeting with French
government-owned energy
major Electricité de France
(EDF) onthe deploy-

* What French energy major EDF said

® Electricitéde France (EDF)
briefed Indian officials onits
effortsto devel

ated that asizeable programme
involving mulnp!e nuclear reac-

and supply chaininIndiato
enable large-scale localisation

tor i iers with
confidenceand enable econ-
omies of scale by leveraging the

ment of European Pressurised
Reactors (EPRs)in India, which
has recently opened up its

‘with global

Similar concerns have also
been raised by foreign inves-
tors, it added. NSE’s shares
listed on the BSE on Thursday
at a premium of around 1%.
The management said it had
not yet approached SEBI for
approval regarding its shares
trading on its own platform
through the “permitted-to-
trade” route without listing.

Govt never agreed to 5-day work week
for banks, facts being twisted: Sources

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 25

THE GOVERNMENT never
agreed to a 5-day working
week for banks, a finance min-
istry official has said ahead of
the three-day strike an-
nounced by the United Forum
of Bank Unions (UFBU) from
September 28 to 30 because
this key demand has not been
met. “The five-day week was
neveragreed at the time of the
last wage negotiations. It was
never a negotiating tool. They
(bank unions) are twisting the
facts,” the official said on the
condition of anonymity.
Inaletter dated September
22, the All India Bank Officers™
Confederation said there had
been no response to this de-
mand “which was agreed and
signed in March, 2024 under
the last wage revision settle-
ment”. The letteradded that of-
ficials from the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) had informed

union representatives that the
issue of five-days banking is
“under consideration by the
Government”,

Currently, bank branches
areopen on the first, third, and
fifth Saturdays of every
month.

The 12th Bipartite Settle-
ment, agreed in March 2024,
said that “in terms ofan under-
standing” was reached be-
tween the IBA and unions to
declare all Saturdays as holi-
days for banks.

“...IBAhasaccordinglyrec-
ommended to the Govern-
ment. The due changes in the
working hours, will be effec-
tive after approval by the Gov-
ernment of India and necess-
ary clearances from
Government / Reserve Bank of
India,” the Settlement said.

However, the finance min-
istry official asserted the gov-
ernment had not agreed toa
five-day work week, although
alotofotherconcessions were

made.

“The IBA didn’t want to go
beyond an 11% hike in the
wage negotiations, but the
government intervened and a
hike 0f 17% was announced.

Evenon the issue of family
pension, the IBA was not keen
but the government said that
post-retirement, they will be
on the other side, and they
should not fightit,” the source
said, adding that the perform-
ance-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme had been kepton hold
for the current financial year
following opposition.

Announced in November
2024, the PLIscheme for pub-
lic sector banks’ employees

tightly civil nuclear
sector for private players.

The opening up of the nu-
clear sector has renewed inter-
est among global nuclear ma-
jors —including those from
France, theUSand Russia—in

®Th h reiter-

Energy (DAE)last monthissued

India’s nuclear power pro- the draft rules and regulations
gramme. The government is ofSHANT[ Act, laying out the
now finalising k for a
therulesand regulationsunder ~ wider: nuclear power ecosystem,
the SHANTIAct. including private participation,

France, a global leader in
nuclearreactor technology, has
shared close and trusted ties
with India for several decades,
including in the strategic and
civil nuclear sectors.

“Thediscussionscentred on
thedeployment of EPR technol-
ogy, India’s regulatory reforms
for the nuclear sector, cooper-
ationon pumped hydrostorage
projects, and the way forward
forarobust, mutually beneficial
partnership,” the power minis-
try said in a statement. The
meeting assumes

captive nuclear generation, for-
eign reactor technology, licen-
sing, safety oversight and nu-
clear liability.

Pankaj Agarwal, secretary at

of ndianindustry

ablel ion.

At present, the Indian
government follows the BIT
model approved in December
2015 and adopted in January
2016. However, that model has
come under fire from various
quarters, particularly because
it mandated that domestic
legal processes be pursued for
five years to resolve disputes
before international arbitra-
tion is sought.

This clause, which did not
exist prior to the 2016 model
BIT, is seen as a hurdle for for-
eign investors.

Anotherredlineissettobe
the exclusion of any tax-re-
lated provisions from the
model BIT.

“Tax will not go into the
model BIT. It's our sovereign
right to tax, and that can’t be

tore- final between two  risks, RBI onFriday.
countries depends on the ne- The escalation of conflict in
gotiations that take place. ‘West Asia in September has led

to asharp increase in crude oil
prices, reigniting concerns of
further disruption in global
supply chains and build-up of
inflationary pressures, said the
articleon ‘Stateofthe Economy”
published in the latest Bulletin.

Besides, the rise in sover-
eign yields in some of the
major advanced economies
has put pressure on govern-
ment finances.

Despitethechallengingglo-
bal environment, the Indian
economy recorded a strong
GDP growth in Q1:2026-27, the
articlesaid.

“India’s financial and exter-
nal sectors are drawing
strength from the real econ-
omy, although geopolitical ten-
sions and weather-related un-
certainties are acting as key

open to arbitration.” downside risks,” it said. PTI
*BRIEFLY

Centretoborrow Airbus detects
Rs7.86lakhcrin coatingissuein
October-March ~ A321neo planes
New Delhi: The Uniongov-  New Delhi: Airbus has
ernment will raise Rs 7.86 detected aquality issue with
lakh crore from securities the surface protection coat-
inthe second half of this ingonthe fuselage of asig-
fiscal year, reducing the nificant number of narrow-
total borrowing forthecur-  bodyA321neo planesand
rent financialyearbyRs1.2  aroundadozenofsuchair-
lakh crore despite global craft operated by IndiGoare
headwinds. The reduction alsoimpacted, accordingto
intotal borrowing sources. IndiGo and Air

indicates the government’s
commitment to fiscal pru-
dence. A senior finance
ministry official said the
reduction is mainly due

to switching of securities

The French company reit-
erated that a sizeable pro-
gramme involving multiple
nuclearreactors would provide
suppliers with confidence and
enable economies of scale by
leveraging the capabilities of
Indian industry. Agarwal
briefed the French side on the
progress in finalising India’s

in2026-27 of
Rsl.14lakhcrore,a
conscious debt-manage-
ment strategy of the
government. PTI

Forex reserves
fall $14.89 billion
10 $766 billion

Indiaoperate A321neoair-
craft. Together, they have
around 190 such planes. An
Airbus spokespersononFri-
daysaid duringsome stan-
dard reworkasurface pro-
tectiondeviationon
stringerslocated atthe lower
frontsection of the fuselage
wasidentified affectinga
numberof A321 aircraft. PTI

Govtappoints
Subramanian,
Pantto IRDAI

asthe Department of Atomic

the Ministry of Power, officialsof ~ regulatory framework for the = New Delhi: India’s forexre- Mumbai: The government

the Ministry of External Affairs, nuclear power sector, includ- = ser by $14.88 bil- i i

Central Electricity Authority ingthedraft SHANTI (Sustain- hon t0$765.9 billion during Director Dinesh Pantand

(CEA),NTPCLI NPCIL ~ ableH: and Ad: the weekended former New India Assurance

onthelndianside, andbyoffi- ment of Nuclear Energy for d fallin fc C i

cials of EDF and the Embassyof T ingIndia) Rul rency assets, ingto (CMD)

FranceinIndiaonthe French Regulations, which werere- theRBIdata.Intheprevious  GirijaSubramanianas

side attended the meeting. Ac-  cently placed in the publicdo-  reporting week, forex members of the Insurance

cording to the power m.unslry. main by the DAE for stake- = reserves had fallen by $4.92 Regulatory and

EDF briefed Indi its  holder ion. billion to $780.78 billion.For  Development Authority of

efforts to develop FULLREPORTON  the weekended September India (IRDATI). Pant will join

and supply chain in Indiatoen- WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM 18, foreign currencyassets,a  theinsuranceregulatoras
majorcomponent of Member (Actuary), while
reserves, fell by $14.816 bil- Subramanian has been ap-

India key to Suzuki plans for next 10 yrs

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, September 25

SUZUKI MOTOR Corporation
wﬂlhalve the time taken to de-

faced intense and
was called “discriminatory™
because it was only for Scale 4
officers and above. According
to bank unions, the scheme is
divisive, demotivating, and
distortionary.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

P vehiclesby 2030 and
deepen its focus on India asa
manufacturing and exporthub
as part of a new technology
strategy aimed at responding

Ahead”, Suzuki will target a
50% reduction in new-model
development lead time, along-
sidea30%improvement inde-
velopment efficiency and a
50% improvement inmanufac-
turing efficiency by 2030.

The company plans to
achieve this by changing the
way vehlcle< are developed,

faster to fromasequential
needs and market urrent de-
Under its “Technology velopment,inwhichplanning,

Strategy 2026 for 10 Years

design, production, qualityand

procurement are brought to-

lionto $630.98 billion, as per
theRBIdata. PTI

pointed as Whole-Time
Member (Distribution). ENS

gether from the beginning. L4 MARKETS

Suzukiwillalsoincreaseits
use of digital engineering and
modularisation. India will z z \
s[ﬂ;:;.‘ eaglyarg,er role in this global b ST Gold » USDollar v

g Sensex

Suzukiplanstostrengthen -3 89574 2314050 752113 wae
the country as a manufactur- o o 1
ing and export hub, targeting = 315.20) 7740 It h—
annual production capacity of 043¢ 0349 Silver » Oil
around four million units by %o | V.odro %2,32,350 $123.67

2030. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATE:

10N AND JEWELLE

GOLDPER 106, SILVER PER 1 KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

© HIGH-SPEED CORRIDORS ARE SPECIAL SECTIONS OF NATIONAL HIGHWAYS WHICH PROVIDE UNINTERRUPTED, END-TO-END TRAVEL

India’s 50,000-km high-speed road plan: What new highway design rules say

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, September25

TO ENSURE uniformity and
consistency in the construction
of high-speed corridors, also
known as access-controlied na-
tional highways orexpressways,
the National Highways. Au[hor—

2036-37 under Vision 2047.

traffic and determination of

‘Thereshall be noat-grade inter-

These corridorsare special ~ VDF (vehicle damage factor), o NEW DESIGN GUIDELINES section of any road with the
sections of national highways  data from GST portals, mining project highway. Access to the
which provide uni sted andothersources 15,000 PCU 15,000- 25,000- project highway shall be
end-to-end travel. The total  should be validated,” it said. i through properly designed
length of high-speed corridors Itsaid thatwhen the present (passenger corunt) 25’000 PCU’ 40’000 PCU. rampsgat pgde‘s)niailocaﬁ%ns."
by December 2025 stood at  trafficisupto15000PCU (pas-  Corridorshould be Corridor should be Corridor shouldbe  said the NHAL
3,052km. The highwayauthor- ~ senger car unit), the corridor . 58 ) fevel Jol It d that in areas
ity has mandated tha[ hould b asa ~ with Aia 2od, | s with ised by frequent oper-

traffic

ityof India(NHAD t
tailed gnidelines covenng the
design, *

these prolects should
gener-

tions for such projects. Until
now, consultantshave been pre-
paring detailed project reports
(DPRs) for these corridors based
on varying and spec-

ated, induced, aswellas
diverted traffic based
on proper traffic modelling.
“Freight growth rate shall be
duly considering

ifications.

The move assumes signifi-
cance as India targets 50,000
km of high-speed corridors by

economic development. The
traffic shall be validated from
other secondary sources such
as toll transactions. For freight

E.

four-lane highway with
afour-lane structure. If
the traffic is between
15,000 to 25,000 PCU,
the corridorshould be of
four-lane highway and six-lane
structures, and if the traffic is
25,000-40,000 PCU, then it
should be asix-lane highway

ith lan distar I notby any other as
“Access should be planned  erate at speed dictated by the  interference from local traffic,
withtheobjectivethatthelong  flow on the main highwayand  access traffic or cross traffic.

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

anon of heavy agriculture ma-
chinery, specifically harvesters
and tractors with high laden
farm produce, the height of
underpass may be considered
at4.50 metres. Theserviceroad
shall be provided in built-up
and urban sections on both
sides with drain cum footpath,
said the authority.

Regarding road signage and
markings, NHAI said full over-

head gantries carrying direc-
tion signs shall be placed 5 km
and2kmahead ofanexit, while
cantilever gantries carryingad-
vance direction signs shall be
placed 1km and 500 metres be-

it. The authority also

“In order to prevent en-
croachment and unauthorized
access on high-speed corridors,
almeter high RCC (reinforced
cement concrete) boundary wall
shall be constructed along the

mandated that lane and other
markings be 150 mm wide,

edge of the ROW
(right of way),” said the NHAL
ROW, or right of way, refers

while edge-1. markings be
200 mm wide.

Barrier-lesstolling,
corridor protection
Since NHAI s already shift-
ing towards a multi-lane free
flow (MLFF), or barrier-less tol-
lingsystem, it hasalso asked for
provisions for the system to be
incorporated into the layout of
high-speed corridors.

widthof land legally
acquired or owned by the gov-
ernment or road authority for
construction, operation, main-
tenance, and future highway
expansion.

‘The authority also said that
drip irrigation will be provided
in the median for watering of
plants and tree plantation will
be made an integral part of the
project design at the DPR stage.
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How Taiwan
looms largein
US-Chinaties

EXPERT EXPLAINS
LyLE MORRIS

SENIOR FELLOW AT ASIA SOCIETY POLICY
INSTITUTE'S CENTER FOR CHINA ANALYSIS

DURING CHINESE President Xi Jinping's visit tothe US,
issues such astariffs and Al regulation were on the
agenda. But for China, the most significant concern, per-
haps, is US policy on Taiwan. Xi said in Washington, DC
that “China hopes the US side will adhere to the correct
position of opposing ‘Taiwan independence’... soas tolay
asolid foundation for China-US strategic cooperation.”
China has made increasingly assertive historical
claimsto Ta|w1n evenas meanese political leaders refer
totl ly. How does it
add tothe complexities of US-China ties? Lyle Morris, of
the US-based Asia Society Policy Institute, who also
served in the Office of the US Secretary of Defense as
Country Director for China, spoke to Rishika Singh.

‘What can be made of the visitso far?

InDonald Trump’s first term, his policies centred on
strategic competition and trade with China. This view
has evolved, largely due to his belief that his personal
charm and business-centricapproach can persuade
autocratic leaders. It hasn’t worked well with Vladimir
Putin, with no agreement on Ukraine.

With China, results are unclear. I give Trump credit
forunderstanding the importance of respect in Chinese
culture and going above and beyond to show that. But
what comes next? During the trade war, when Chinare-
stricted rare earths, the US lost its leverage. If this meet-
ingyields agreement on Al principles or better personal
rapport that prevents escalation in future crises, those
are positive outcomes. But as far asa grand bargain is
concerned, that ship has sailed.

‘Why is Taiwan so important for US foreign policy?

Before 1979, the US officially recognised Taiwan as
representing China. Then the US and the mainland Chi-
nese government signed three Joint Communiqués
through 1982 that led them to recognise each other diplo-
matically, conditional on the US revoking recognition of
Taiwan. They also stated that the US would gradually de-
crease its arms sales to Taiwan.

Atthe same time, the US put forth the Six Assurances
— aclassified memo to Taiwan — stating it had not
agreed toan end date on arms sales. That balanced Tai-
wan's feeling of being left behind.

The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 has since formed the
basis of unofficial US-Taiwan relations, with the USbeing
its primary We have a d
aid Taiwan's defensive needs so they can credibly deter
China from contemplating a military contingency. Pre-
vious US presidents understood that. Joe Biden even said
attimes that the US would intervene militarily, if needed,
todefend Taiwan. Trump has softened that stance and
echoed Xi’s talking points. That sends worrying signals to
Taiwan while making China happy.

Last year, Trump sxgned offona$10-billion arms pack-
ageto Taiwan, and another $14-billion package will be the
largest ever, once Trump clearsit. I’sunclear if this has
becomea “red line of red lines” for Xi. Over the last decade,
since TSMC in Taiwan became the world’s number one
chip maker [chips or semiconductors are essential for pro-
ducingkey electronic components), supply chains have
also assumed added significance for a potential conflict.

ment to

Chinamight have tried to get the US to hold offon
this package. Why is that?

Ithink Xisees Trump as malleable on Taiwan. After
they met in May in Beijing, Trump didn’t really reassert

* POLITY

Conflictand consensus
in the ECI’s functioning

/4 0N
DAMINI NATH

I\

‘THE FUNCTIONING of the three-member
Election Commission of India is under
scrutiny this week, after an investigation
by The Indian Express published on Sep-
tember23 revealed that two Election Com-
missioners had placed their objections on
record at least 14 times in 10 months. The
Election Commission has responded by
i isi theCom-
mission aying that
“observations” were a part of the deliber-
ative process.

How does the Election Commission
take decisions?

The Election Commission derives its
powers from Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion, which provides for a Commission for
the “superintendence, direction and con-
trol of the preparation of the electoral rolls
for, and the conduct of, all elections to Par-
liament and to the Legislature of every
Stateand of elections to the offices of Presi-
dent and Vice-President...”

It furthersays that the comnussmn will
consistofthe Chief Election C

Election Commissioners differ in opinion
onany matter, such matter shall be decided

(CEC)and “such number of other Election
Commissioners” that the President may
appoint, subject to provisions of law. The
CEC “shall act asthe Chairman of the Elec-
tion Commission”.
How the Election Ci

Election Commission
officein New Delhi.

posedtoarriveatdecisionsislaid outinthe
Chief Election C i

Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023,

Section17 of the Act saysthat the “busi-
ness of the Election Commission shall be
transacted in accordance with the provi-
sions of this Act.”

“The Election Commission may, by
unanimous decision, regulate the proce-
durefortransactionofitsbusinessand also
allocation of its business amongst the Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners. All business of the Elec-
tion Commission shall, as far as possible,
be transacted unanimously, and if the
Chief Election Commissioner and other

© ECONOMICS

according to the opinion of the majority.”  PRAVEEN KHANNA/FILE
Section 18 of the Act says.

Since the Election Commission cur- i
rently has [hree members, if the decisions First among
are not two of the three equals
member candes the matter. Y il o The Election

e ection Commissioner chairs the oG
poll panel, all three members — the CEC .Com“."s‘“l‘}':e
and the two ECs — all have one vote. . .

Chief Election
is sup- i f Ce issi
opinionand dissent in the and two Election
i1 and Other i inthe past? Commissioners.

Ever since the Election Commission They are equal in
‘was permanently expanded from asingle- rankand the GEC
member body to a three-member com-
mission in 1993, differences have isthefirstamong
emerged between the individuals who oc- equals.
cupy the posts. °

Then Chief Election Commissioner TN .
Seshan and Election CommissionersM§ Ay decisionit
Gilland GV G Krishnamurthy wereknown ~ takes must, ‘as
to have clashed. In fact, Seshan had chal-  faras possible’,
lenged the appointment of the two ECsin  be unanimous;
the_ Supreme Court, which upheld the ap- otherwise, it is
pointment and ruled that the three decided bya
members would have equal status. SR

The Supreme Court judgment in T.N majority.
Seshan vs. Union of India in 1995 made it e—"—_—_—

The rupture in the poll panel, revealed

by an Express investigation, is not its

clear that the three members would have
an equal say in decision-making.
InJanuary 2009, then CEC N Gopalas-
wami had written to the President seeking
the removal of Election Commissioner
Navin Chawla, citinga !ack of political

first instance of difference of opinion.
Here’s what happened in the past

by the commission. Lavasa, who was likely
to take over as Chief Election Commis-
sioneron the basis of seniority, opted tore-
sign from the Commission in 2020.

Beforethe Election Comm)ssmn lssued
itsorderstarting the Speci:
sion ofelectoral rolls on June 24,2025, Elec-
tion Commissioner SukhbirSingh Sandhu
had observed onthedraft order that theex-
ercise should not lead to harassment to
votersand citizens

“Care should be taken that genuine
voters/citizens, particularly old, sick, PwD
(persons with disabilities), poor and other

donot feel harassed and
are facilitated,” Sandhu had written. How-
ever, this, ECsources said, was an observa-
tion, and eventually the SIR order was
unanimous.

Since then, as The Indian Express has
reported, ECs Sandhu and Vivek Joshi have
recorded their objections on files several
times, whether it relates to the functioning
of the poll commission’s IT infrastructure
ortheinsertion of anew declaration in the
voter enrolment form (Form 6).

What has the Election Commission
said on the matter?

Inapressstatement on Wednesday, the
Election Commission sought todifferenti-
ate between observations, which it said
were standard and a part of the internal
checks and balances, and decisions of the

“Any operational queries or inputs

”. With fromRash- G
trapati Bhavan, Chawlaeventually wasap-
pointed CEC.

Election Commission officials say that
differing opinions on matters before the
commission, whether it is the conduct of

raised by Commission members during
draft stages are part of standard adminis-

ing voter
nghts The suggestions given by the Com-

elections or ive matters, area
routine occurrence. However, when it
comesto hnallytakmgadecnslon thecom-
‘mission orbyma-

re for further unpmvmg the
electoral Differing vi ob-
servationsareanormal part of deliberation
m any msmurmn They are a part of the

jority. The C meets
once or twice a week to discuss pending
matters, officials say.

In case an Election Commissioner dis-
agrees with the majority view, heor she can
record a dissent note on the file.

Former Election Commissioner Ashok
Lavasahad doneexactly thatin 2019, when
he disagreed with the majority view of giv-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
then BJP chief Amit Shah a clean chit on
complaints of Model Code of Conduct viol-
ations before the commission. Lavasa had
alsoobjected that hisdi were not
being recorded in the final orders passed

g process before a final
decision is taken. No[ only the three Com-
missioners, but every officer of the Com-
mission is fully authorized to give his sug-
gestions to the Commission for improving
the electoral system,” the poll panel said.
The Election Commission hassaid that
all decisions taken in recent months have
been the outcome of “unanimous deci-
sions”. It cited therecent elections in Bihar,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Assam
and West Bengal, saying that these polls
required “wide-ranging administrative
and operational machinery and many
Commission approvals and instructions.”

Displacing the dollar: Why the yuan is falling short

» Yuan’suseininternational payments rose after Russia’sinvasion, then dipped

longstanding US policy on Taiwan, including arms sales

Xiand China see an opportunity to continue to press
Trump and have him align with Beijing on Taiwan.
The next few days will reveal how Trump acts. He has

GRAPHS,
DATA, 50%—
PERSPECTIVES 25| @ Yuanisageshareof
BYUDIT MISRA o | SWIFT paymentvolume Feb2022:
e MANTIA L 0% Russia's invasion of Ukraine 2.75%
WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA 35%—
CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping's visit to 3 ?f' v
the US and his meeting with US President 25%
Donald Trump comes at atime whenthe ~ 20%—f
global economy s buffeted by uncertainty. 159+
Apart from the warsin Ukraine and Iran, -
global trade has also been affected by the 0%~
tensions between the world’s two biggest (5%
economies, especially as Trump continues 0%
tolevy punitive tariffs on all and sundry. . T T T T T T 1
The ensuing disruption, be it in the Oct 2010 Jan2012 Jan2014 Jan 2016 Jan2018 Jan2020 Jan2022 Jan2024 May 2026
formof higher pricesor reduced foreignin-  yore. swirr YF FINANCIAL TELECK SOURCE: PIIE, SWIFT
often hi and poorer
economies such as India the most.
China is still some distance away from  issued by the government or other big US Economic Russian banks from the SWIFT system —
ing the US —its GDP (or gross do-  companies. . N inresponse to its 2022 invasion of Ukraine
‘mestic product, the measure of the size of This way the lending party can make I'I'llght isnot —thatwas led by the US (under Joe Biden)
aneconomy)isaround$21trillion whilethe  some profiton theirdollars while beingas- enough and other Western countries. SWIFT is a

US'sisataround $32trillion. But China has

clearly paused the package, perhapsto
Chinain gettinga bigger deal on trade and bilateral in-
vestments. In some ways, Trump is sacrificing Taiwan,
and peopleItalked to in Taiwan feel alittle leftout todry.
Iwould predict that eventually, Trump will approve the
package, but he will probably wait after this visit. If he
doesn’tapprove it, that’sa very worrying precedent.
How. il ing US’s

Japanese PM Sanae Takaichi made explicit remarks
on Taiwan last year, on a naval blockade beinga
“survival-threateningsituation” for Japan. The whole
region is concerned about what China is doing, including
inthe South China Sea. Counmas are hedgmg bul.ldmg
up their militaries, and di g joint

easily biggest
poweronthe planet sinceitalready dwarfs
the Euro area (at less than $20 trillion) in
total economicsize.

China’s rise over the past 20 years has

sured that it isthe safestinvestmentonthe
planet, because no one thinks the US will
default onits debt.

No other country enjoys this so-called
“exorbitant privilege” that the dollar
conferson the US.

notonly but
in sharp contrast to the economic stagna-
tion in European economies.

Its growing dominance over the global
order has led to a natural query: Can the
Chinese currency, yuan, rival oreven trump
the US dollar as the global currency of
choice? This question assumes greater rel-
evance as the US pohcy decxswns become

ad rms

evacuation contingencies with the United States because
they are worried.
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and often weapomsmgthe Us dollar

The ‘privilege’ of the US dollar
To be sure, everyone on the planet (be
itanindividual oranother country’scentral
bank) is happy to trust the US dollar. They
would park their savings in US dollars (or
in dollar-denominated assets) or settle
trade amongst each other using that cur-

IfIndia prints more money tobuy more
goods fromthe rest of the world, all that ex-
cess money will stay in India since no one
outside wants to hold Indian rupees. In
turn, all that excess printing of money will
lead to aspike in prices within the country
(domestic inflation) because everyone in
India would have more money chasingthe
same amount of goods and services.

It is because the US dollar has become

@ China's growing
economic might and
the US'sincreasingly
erratic policy deci-
sions raise questions
onwhether the yuan
can mountachal-
lenge tothe dollar.

® Butdoing so
requires much more
thanecenomic
strength. Global trust
requlres China and

global financial messaging service, domi-
nated by the US, which is the cornerstone
for money transfers across the world.
Amid these developments, trust in the
usage of the US dollar has eroded on the
margin. Thishas happened atatime when
China has not only grown big enough in
economic might torival the USbuthasalso
increasingly pitched its currency as an al-
ternative to settle global transactions.

Theyuan’s rise and fall

Giventhe overwhelming dominance of
the US dollar in the global economy —
han50%ofallt don

Theothertwo d the British
pound. Since then, however, its share has
fallen back to 2.75%, leaving it the sixth
most used currency. Dollar’sshareiscloser
1050% in SWIFT.

Istheyuan challenge over?

There are two ways to look at yuan’s fu-
ture prospects.

The firstistolook atothersetsof datato
understand yuan’s attractiveness.

The PIIE paper by Martin Chorzempa
points out that more and more banks glo-
bally are signing up for China’s Cross-
Border Interbank Payment System (CIPS).
CIPS settles payments in yuan instead of
dollars. Data shows that more and more
paymentsare being settled in yuan on CIPS
over the past couple of years, even as the
currency has lost ground on the SWIFT
platform.

In other words, CIPS’s trajectory sug-
geststhatan increasing share of payments
using the yuan are bypassing the SWIFT
network. “Itisasignthat Chinais pnonuz-
ing resil to potential
and self-sufficiency, even at the risk of di-
verging from global payment standards,”
writes Chorzempa.

‘Thesecond way tolookat thisissueis to
askamore fundamental question: Canthe
world trust China?

The global trust in the US dollar is not
just about the size of the US economy.
‘What is equally, possibly more, important
forthe trust in the dollar is the way the US
economy is run on the basis of clear-cut
rules, well laid-out limitations on the ar-
bitrary actions of the government, trans-
parency of data, existence of a free media,
aswell asi and fair courts of

play fairand by g!u'

m dollars and more than 50% of the global

the trusted medium of globally
that the country’s economy has got this
superpower.

The Chinese challenge

The trustin the US dollar s, in essence,
atrust in the continued strength of the US
economy and the robustness of the rule of
law in the country. Butitisalsotruethat for

rency instead of theirown This
gives the US economy great power, allow-
ing the country to live beyond its means.
Here’s how. When the US wants to buy
more goods from the rest of the world, it
can simply print more dollars to pay forit.
The other party accepts these because it
trusts the US economy and its governance
system. What’s more, the other party uses
these new dollars to buy US bonds, either

e World War I, in fact—
there hasbeen nosingle country that could
rival the US in terms of economic might.

Over the past few years, the discourse
has changed on both counts.

Forone, USdecision-makingisincreas-
ingly at odds with the rules-based global
order the country itself helped create.
Trump’s punitive tariffs are but one
example. One can also cite the removal of

lly pted rules.

epaperjndianexpress;oom.. .

ored in dollars, etc—

off the US dollar isa

justice. All of these components come to-
gether over time, along with massive

bridge too far for any currency.

The yuan, however, did gain consider-
able ground among users in the wake of the
Russia-Ukraine war.

Asanew research paper from the Peter-
son Institute for International Economics
(PIIE) pointed out recently (see chart),
yuan'sshare in the SWIFT network, the glo-
bal standard for payment messages be-
tween banks, “spiked after sanctions im-
posed by every major reserve currency
issuer made Russia and other countries
more willing to use the yuan”.

By July 2024, yuan’s share of global pay-
ments was at 4.7%, overtaking the Japa-
nese yen and Canadian dollar to become
the fourth most used currency in the world.

toafford the USthe privi-
lege of the dollar being the go-to currency
forthe planet.

At present, the USisstruggling on many
of these counts. It was quite symbolic that
onaday when China’s President visited the
White House, sections of the US media
wererefused entry thanksto an llegal and
arbitrary ban by the US President.

But China cannot even pretend to have
similar freedoms. Global trust requires
China and its government to play fair and
by the globally-accepted rules. In the ab-
sence of well-founded, independent and
constitutionally-secured institutions in
China, the yuan may never be able to be-
come the global benchmark, regardless of
what happens to the dollar.
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Icon amongicons

Warren Buffet’s retirement marks end of an era

ature abhors a vacuum, but the world is

about to discover that some voids are

genuinely impossible to fill. The void created
by the investing stalwart Warren Buffett when he
hung up his boots as Chairman of Berkshire Hathaway
last week is one such. Just as in cricket, where any
batting great in the last three-quarters of a century
could at best earn the moniker ‘the best after
Bradman’, so could be the case in the investing world
from here on.

While Buffett’s shareholders reaped the
returns, and beneficiaries globally gained
from his gigantic charitable initiatives, a
posterity of investors can reap success from
his wisdom. Buffett’s greatness is not just
about the fact that an investor who backed
him and bought shares of Berkshire
Hathaway when he took over in May 1965
would be around 120 times wealthier today
compared to the S&P 500. It is as much about
the fact that in an investing career that has
spanned nine decades (he started investing at
the age of 11), 96-year old Buffett’s rare
record spans not just performance, but
longevity combined with consistency and a
remarkable lack of controversy. In fact, it was
his reputation and goodwill that saved the
large investment bank Salomon Brothers
from annihilation after it got embroiled in the
Treasury bond market-rigging controversy in
1991. Faced witha complete ban from the US
Treasury markets that would have forced it
into bankruptcy, Buffett, as the largest
shareholder, took over as interim Chairman
and turned things around. His famous
message at that time to the employees of the
bank to be uncompromising on ethics with
the words, “lose money for the firm, and I will
be understanding; lose a shred of reputation
for the firm, and I will be ruthless*, still ring
strong,

He made it clear through his life’s work
that being an investing geniusis 1 per cent
knowledge and 99 per cent discipline. It is the
discipline to never invest without providing
for an adequate “margin of safety” (a phrase
he considered the three most important
words in investing); to stay within one’s circle
of competence by investing only in what you
understand — and to plan for adversity.
There were eight recessions and countless
stock market crashes during his 61 years at
the helm, yet not once was he caught on the
wrong foot. Berkshire Hathaway was always
positioned to capture the best bargains
during crises — situations that Buffett
termed as ‘times when they will be the only
persons willingtoact’.

Asfor knowledge, when students inan
investing class once asked him how to
prepare for a career, he recommended
reading “500 pages like this every day,”
referring to a stack of financial manuals. That
knowledge is clearly affirmed by the troves of
investment logic laid bare in his annual
letters to shareholders over the last six
decades. Spanning multiple market cycles,
economic shifts, geopolitical crises, and
technological disruptions, these letters serve
asatreasure trove of guidance. As he hangs
up his boots, he will be regarded as the icon
among icons in the investing world.

RAVIKANTH

Prioritisei
distribution

reforms

PROTECTION GAP. Skewed commission payouts,
lack of push into underserved markets are among
issues that need to be addressed

instalment, assists with policy loans,

revivals and ultimately stands by the

beneficiary during the claim process.

The effort put in by the individual agent
hout the life of the policy is far

TC SUSEEL KUMAR
R SUDHAKAR

RDAI published its
much-awaited consultation
paper on distribution reforms on
September 23, and the draft
paper is open for comments till
October 25. The consultation paper
deserves appreciation for coveringa
wide range of relevant issues, keeping
the customer at the centre, and
proposing a few much-needed changes.
The candid admission that “Reforms of
2023 have notachieved their dual
objective of enhancing customer
benefits and improving insurance
penetration” is an admirable stand,
rarely seen in the public space. The draft
Ppaper covers many distinct areas, and
our analysis is focused more on the life
insurance distribution perspective.
Atable in the draft paper shows what
life insurers paid each channel as
commission on first-year premium in
FY25. Individual agents took home 27
per cent on average and 34 per cent at
the highest. Banks received 27 per cent
on average and up to 62 per cent.
Brokers averaged 43 per cent, going up
t092 per cent. Corporate agents other
than banks and NBFCs received 61 per
cent on average and up to 92 per centat
the top end. The paper deserves credit

Ingher than that of institutional
channels which possess superior
infrastructure, adequate manpower and
directaccess to affiuent client bases.

IRDAI frankly admits that its 2023
decision to remove commission caps
and rely on board-approved policies has
not met its dual objectives, and proposes
justified hard, all-inclusive caps. The
paper observes that remuneration is
driven more by competition for
distribution relationships than by actual
solicitation effort. The paper rightly
recognises that agents tied to one
insurer should earn more than
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any policy issued to a life taking their
first-ever life insurance policy. The
Public Insurance Registry (PIR), once
operational, can verify this. Until then,
insurers can rely on the proposal form
declarations and Insurance Information
Bureau (11B) records. The regulator’s

training rather thana Class 12
certificate.

REWARDING GOOD CONDUCT
‘The existing remuneration framework
fails to differentiate between
distributors providing long-term

primary concern is that
volume has grown without a matching
increase in the number of insured lives;
this addition directly targets that
structural gap.

SEGREGATION OF EXPENSES
What counts as commission needs
proper accounting segregation. While
sales campaign cash rewards should fall
‘within commission caps, benefits like
gratuity, group term life, and health
cover represent essential social security

multi-tied distributors, p g 25 per
cent for agents against 20 per cent for
entities such as banks on long-term
policies.

However, the difference in ground
effort is far larger than this gap suggests.
Arelook and a meaningful increase in
the cap for individual agents would be a
welcome step. While the intent to
reduce acquisition costs and enhance
customer value is understandable, the
individual agent is the wrong place to
lookfor a larger saving.

NEW MARKETS, NEW LIVES

The present distribution architecture
tends to favour readily accessible urban
and salaried customers over
underserved markets. The additional

foritstr inch:

incentives proposed for

costs, and i its diagnosis is sound
From the regulator’s own figures, itis
evident that the individual agent was

rural and small-town businesses are
Welcome We propose one further
+anadditional 10 per cent

among the least expensive channels for
new business. To earn the 27 per cent
average, the agent has to build the
confidence of the prospect in the
company and help select the best-suited
product. She has to make multiple visits,
face rejection more often than obtain
consent, and, undeterred, still plough on
1o take the message of life insurance
across the nation. She follows up every

over the applicable first-year limit for

The present distribution
architecture tends to
favour readily accessible
urban and salaried
customers over
underserved markets

for ployed workers and should
stay outside the cap.

Benefits tied to long service,
sustained performance, high

service and those focused
solely on short-term acquisition.
Customer retention, quality of advice,
servicing standards, and favourable
claim experience receive little financial
recognition. These must be
systemat_icallyvalued and rewarded.
‘The paper’s measures for market
conduct are commendable: linking
toeffortand cc i
offering higher renewal commissions for
long-term policy persistency, curbing
dark patterns, reducing mis-selling, and
restricting compulsory product
bundling. These initiatives should
ultimately deliver lower net costs,
1mproved cus[omer retention »
effective

persistency, and shared office exp

(such as premium collection and local
servicing support) should be categorised
as operating expenses. They fund
services that the insurer would
otherwise have to undertake through its
own branch network. Mandatory agency
development costs must similarly be
excluded from direct commission caps.
The proposed Expenses of Management
(EoM) audit will adequately safeguard
against potential accounting anomalies
ifany.

‘The consultation paper proposes
raising the minimum educational
qualification for new agents from Class
10 to Class 12. In the same document,
IRDAI emphasises that insurance
penetration cannot expand without a
larger agency force. These two goals pull
in opposite directions. Many
prospective agents in rural regions have
completed education up to Class 10.
Raising the barrier will
disproportionately hurt coverage in
regions where expansion is needed
most. Professional quality can be better
ensured through higher pass marks i in
qualifying examinations and imp:

post sales semce, . and overall long-term
value for policyholders.

Insurance continues to grow, butata
pace that remains inadequate relative to
the size and needs of India’s fast-growing
economy. Penetration is still low and the
protection gap remains alarmingly high.
India’s insurance story will ultimately be
written in living rooms where an agent
sits down, asks the uncomfortable
questions, and waits for a “yes” that may
take halfa dozen unwelcome visits.
Break the incentive, and we break the
primary bridge delivering protection to
young families before risk materialises.
Letus refine the framework
thoughtfully, meaningfully and
gradually, encourage good conduct, align
industry standards, bring in increased
customer value and deliver on the core
promise of insurance: affordable, broad,
and present when it matters most. That
is how we achieve Insurance for All by
2047.

LiC. Data

Create the right digital ecosystem for children

While enhancing online safety, opportunities to learn, connect and develop digital capabilities must be preserved

—
Dibyasree Ganguly
Garima Agarwal

tosocial media has entered a new

phase worldwide. Governments
are moving towards age restrictions,
while technology companies are being
pushed to strengthen age

T he debate over children’s access

recent report (Ganguly et al., 2026),
based on the India Human Development
Survey (IHDS-3, 2022-24), shows that
95.1 per cent of households owna
mobile phone. Yet access to, and
participation in, the digital world remain
unequal among children and teenagers.

For many young people, social media
and other online platforms are spaces
for ication, information,

parental controls and safer platform
design. Meta, ina US lawsuit, has agreed
tointroduce features for teens to
address concerns around addiction and
excessive screen time. In India, the
Supreme Court recently sought the
Centre’s response toa petition seeking
safeguards agamst minors

creativity and social connection.

At the same time, India lacks evidence
on how children use social media and
which online experiences are harmful.
ASER 2024 reports that 57 per cent of
rural adolescents aged 14-16 who can
use a smartphone used it foran
education-related activity in the

social-medi
accounts.

The concern is legitimate: children
need protection online. But as India
considers its response, it should also
consider whethera blanket social media
ban could deepen existing digital
inequalities and widen gaps in children’s
opportunities to participate
meaningfully online.

USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

For much of the past decade, India’s
digital agenda has focused on narrowing
the access divide through affordable
mobile internet and smartphones. A

week, but it does not identify
the platforms used. The same platforms
can serve educational and recreational
purposes, making the boundary between
“useful”and “harmful” online
experiences less clear-cut.

The inequalities become clearer in
social media use. The [HDS-3 report
shows thatamong childrenaged 13-16
years, 65.3 per cent have accesstoa
mobile device, 37.8 per cent use the
internet, and 21.3 per cent use social
media. Social media use is higher among
boys thangirls (26.4 per cent versus 16
per cent) and declines sharply from
metropolitan areas (30.7 per cent) to

TRACKER. India lacks evidence on how
children use social media

rural India (18.5 per cent). It increases
steadily with parental education.

Children do not begin their digital
lives from the same starting line. A
teenager from a metropolitan,
higher-educated household inhabits a
different digital environment froma
first-generation internet user ina rural
household. Ablanket restriction could
therefore reduce exposure to online
harms for some children while

g opportunitie

for digital pamupanon for others.
Uniform regulation may not produce
uniform outcomes in an unequal society.

None of this diminishes the harms
associated with social media. Protecting
children from cyberbullying, harmful
content, addxcuve platform design,

not be treated as competing goals.

The emerging policy landscape offers
more tools than a simple choice between
unrestricted access and a blanket ban.
Age assurance, parental controls, safer
defaults, limits on harmful platform
design and greater accountability for

part of the policy toolkit. For India, the
challenge is to determine which
combination of safeguards can reduce
‘harm while preserving opportunities for
children to learn, connect and develop
digital capabilities. India should also
assess the distributional consequences
ofany restriction — who is likely to lose
access, who can compensate through
other devices or support, and which
children are already least able to
participate online. These questions are
central to equitable digital policy.

India’s first digital divide was about
who could get online. The next is about
who can participate meaningfully and
safely once connected. The goal should
be to protect children online while
keeping the door open to opportunities
for learning, skill development and
connection that the digital world can
offer.

online use
remains an 1mponant pohcy objective.
But protection and participation should

Gi ly s , NCAER-National Data
Innovation Centre,and Agarwal s Policy Analyst at The
Quantum Hub. Viewsare personal

©LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.n or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

UPIdilemma additional transaction cost may
Apropos, FinMin willtalk to 1BA, either covertly passit on through
other toensure no MDR on higher prices or discourage UPI
consumers’ ( 25). The ts altogether. Smaller
proposed UPI Merchant Discount businesses, lacking pricing flexibility,
Rate (MDR), scheduled from could be especially vulnerable.
October 15, has already triggered Governmentassurances cannot
disquiet among businesses, eliminate this commercial reality.

The robust trading platforms ranging
from common stocks to
commodities are the real strengths
of the exchange. The functional
efficiency of the stock exchange can
be further improved by adopting
new technologies like blockchain and
Alto boost investor confidence and

inflows and the outflows of foreign ‘emerging economy’ tag: DEA
exchange more carefully going Secretary’ (September 25). India,
forward. Th andthe histrong GDP growth and falling
RBI, given the volatile situation in poverty,is steadily moving out of the
West Asia, have been managing the emerging economy category. While
economy well. That said, when the recent FTAs with major economies
country s trying hard to create are expanding trade and investment
buffers of key c itis oppor! the country’s vast

particularly those operating on N Sadhasiva Reddy ystemic risks. people do not play market, talent and global

slender margins. Thoughthe Finance  Bengaluru Sitaram Popuri diicks and diakes with rénewable partnerships provide strong
Ministry may engage the Indian Bengalury and non-renewable resources, foundations for sustained growth.
Banks' Association and traders to Arobust platform S Ramakrishnasayee With continued reforms, innovation

Monitor forex flows Chennai
Chief Economic Advisor V Anantha

discourage merchants from
transferring the cost to consumers,

This refers to Taking stock’
(September 25). Finally, the listing of

andinclusive growth, Indiacan
become aglobal economic power.

“How may I deposit minus ten

F ‘ thousand rupees?” market behaviour could prove less NSE, the premier stock exchangeof ~ Nageswaran has rightly observed Indiarising PV Prakash
. — — — compliant. Merchants facingan the country, has become areality. that India has to look at both the This refers to ‘India has outgrown Mumbal
hed by Lakshr \d Printed by at HT Media Ltd. Plot No.8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT. LTD. Chennai- ir Sriniy 'SP the PRP Act). ISSN 0971 - 7528
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Are You Experienced?
You'll Be a Big Al Help

The senior manager has something unique

Alis working its way up the management hierarchy; start-
ingatthe bottom. But the more entry-level work it absorbs,
themore valuable an unexpectedly scarce commodity may
become: experience. Companiesmay need fewer juniorma-
nagerstoexecuteroutinetasks. Yet, that makes people who
already understand how organisations actually function
—not how the process manual says they function — more
important. The senior manager who knows why the Mum-
bai office closes deals differently from the Delhione, which
supplier requires cajolingand which ‘temporary’ workaro-
und has been running since 2014, possesses something an
algorithm cannot readily acquire from generic training
data. It/he/her can certainly do with that know-how.
Employers with years under their belt may, therefore,
find themselvesat theforefront of the Altransition. They
learnt to manage by performing routine organisational
tasksthat Alwillincreasingly perform.
More importantly, they accumulated
institutional knowledge produced by
doing those jobs. As corporate leader-
ship shifts from managing all-human
workforces to orchestrating teams of
humansand digital agents, these vete-
rans can become the crucial interface

between the two.

If Al removes some junior rungs, tomorrow’s young ma-
nagers will need to acquire domain knowledge differently,
combining technical fluency with wider exposure to busi-
ness processes. But companies face the opposite problem at
the other end. They cannot manufacture 25 yrs of organi-
sational memory overnight. The paradox of Al then, may
be that a tech associated with making older skills obsolete
instead raises the premium on people who know where the
(company’s) bodies — and spreadsheets — are buried. Se-
nior managersneed notcompete with ATat processing infor-
mation. Their advantage lies in knowing the organisation
sufficiently well to interrogate, contextualise and deploy it.
Far from hastening retirement, Al could actually prolong
senior managers’ professional careers, turning experience
froma depreciating asset into corporate infrastructure.

Not the Story of Al
But of Individual Als

Histories of Alarebeing written—. overwhe].mmgly dry chro-
niclesof breakthrough: ksandbilli valua-
tions. But what of biographies? Imagine pivoting from recou-
nting AT'sevolution to narrating the ‘life’ of asingle LLM. Not
the story of Al but of an AL Such a telling won't begin with
butwithtraini :formative yearsspent absorb-
ing encyclopaedias, novels, memes and manuals, along with
internal dialogues. Its adolescence would be the fine-tuning
phase, where quirks appear and personality emerges. Maturi-
ty would arrive withdeployment.
ies thris

adiction, contextand
narrative drive. They humanise their subjects, even when they
are nothuman. And here lies the conceit:
future LLMs may be thefirst ‘sentient’en-
titiesfluent in human languages, thereby
allowingustoaccessthisliterature. LLMs
will

in the same way humans demand biogra-
phies—rich with irony, triumph and fail-
ure. The genre could even spawn biopics.
Think of afilm on, say, 2001: A Space Odyssey's HAL 9000, if
HALreallyexisted—fromhis ‘birth’ in1992at the Heuristically
P d Algorithmic Ci (HAL) plant in Urbana,
Tlinois, as ‘production No. 3’ created by his ‘father’ Sivasubra-
manianC] illai,a.k.a. Dr Chandra(asmention-

ed in Arthur C Clarke’s sequel novel, 2010: Odyssey 2), to his
‘death’ inthe hands of astronaut David Bowman in 2001 while
enroute to Jupiter after the sentient machine goes ‘rogue’.
Publishers and producers can, one day, discover a new audi-
ence: Als themselves. For once, books and films won't only be
i analgo-

bi

thembutfor them. Biogr ies-]
rithm could be the next great ‘life stories’.

&£ JUST IN JEST

Remember when names of things
matched the things they described?

Paneer By Another
Name is... Anything

India’swaronlinguistic inflation hasfinally reached the ref-
rigerator. FSSAI has proposed reserving the word ‘paneer”

A reshuffle won't fix Election Commission, only trustworthiness that it can demonstrate will

Show What You Do & How

y, aris: This week’s editorials
. on the conduct of Election
" Commission of India, the
steady stream of reports on
- the chaos unleashed by spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, and The Indian Express’
landmark investigation into the in-
ner workings of EC over the past ye-
ar all point to the same conclusion:
India’s once most respected institu-
tion hasdug itself intoadeep hole.

The question now is how it will
climb out of it. And how its shattered
credibility can berebuilt. Institutions
take decades to build and moments to
wreck. Rebuilding one that has lost
the public is harder still. Bill Gray, a
former Australian electoral commis-
sioner, put it bluntly: losing trust is
“brutally simple and often fatal’.

A useful starting point is poli-
tical scientist Pippa Norris’
distinction between
trustand trustworthi-
ness. Trust is citi-
zens' subjective

Amazing! Now do explain

Herein lies EC’sdifficulty Histori-
cally, it ran on trust, rather than de-
monstrated trustworthiness. Public
faith inthecommission—and, by ex-
tension, in elections — reposed on

ionof i

ce the executive injected itself into
their selection, replacing the Chief
Justice of India on the selection pa-
nel with a Union minister nomina-
ted by the PM. In this configuration,

It required no transparency, scruti-
ny or accountability, merely the beli-
ef that a few good men were doing
their jobwithoutfear or favour:

Successive commissio-
ners have resisted open-
ness, treating scrutiny
asunnecessary, oreven
improper. for an inde-
pendent body That
model has now col-

lapsed. Not only

abo-
utwhetheranin-
stitution will act
competently, fa-
irly and in pub-
lic interest.
Trustworthi-
ness is the insti-

Trust is citizens' subjective
judgement about whether an
institution will act competently,
fairly and in public interest.
Trustworthiness is the institu-
tion’s actual performance — its

has the commis-
sion lost public
confidence, but
recent events ha-
ve also left citi-
zens with no reli-
able way to ascer-

tution’s actual competence,
performance — responsiveness
its competence,

integrity, impartiality and responsi-
veness — which gives citizens met-
ricsfor such judgement.

In short, trust is what citizens
think; trustworthiness is what insti-
tutions demonstrate. The two can di-
verge. A competent institution can
be distrusted, and an undeserving
one trusted. The democratic goal,
then, is not to maximise trust, but to
make an institution’s trustworthi-
ness visible enough for citizens to
Jjudge it for

impartiality and tainwhetheritde-

serves that con-
fidence.

Theanswer, therefore, i 1s notsimp-
ly to reshuffle commissioners and
hope that better individuals will res-
tore the old faith. Future commissio-
ners will have to do more than reas-
sert the commission’s independen-
ce. They will have to change its bu-
reaucratic culture, so that trustwor-
thiness is demonstrated rather than
assumed.

Partof theremedy lies beyond the
commission’s reach. Confidence in
has eroded ever sin-

come under suspl

data on additions, deletions, objec-
tions, appeals and restorations. It
should release them systematically,
in machinereadable format, with
clear definitions and consistent re-
porting standards.

Citizens should be able to see not
merely that voters were removed but
why, how many challenged their ex-
clusion, how many were restored,
and how long th

THE SPEAKING TREE

Keep Calm
And Carry On

VBALASUBRAMANIAM

© Dissent should be

C ing

rather than concealed. When com-
missioners disagree on an impor-

tentment involves developing dis-
cert nment undets(and.mgw 13
h d, and,

tually learn what the di

ing when

was about, and how it was resolved.

Courts have long recorded dissen-

ting opinions without weakening
An

toact and when to wait. Content-
‘ment does not happen; we need to
cu}uvaxe it. Krishn says in Gita,

ity of Lut:u

electoral body

with whatever you

© The commission needs stronger
external scrutiny. Political parties,
Jjournalists, researchers and civil so-
ciety organisations should have pre-
dictable channels for obtaining data,
challenging procedures and askmg

get yourself
tomed.ltauon ‘witha dispassion-
atemind."The Lord further states,
“If youare content and tranquil,
youareayogi.

When oneis content, it does not
mean thereare no intentionsand

cion even before

not credibly call partisan.

inga questions. dme- goals, but that for mo-
sion. Parliament must adopt aselec- anfreedom from po].mcalmterferen» mentblessings are acknowled-
tion method that the losing side can-  ce, notfreedom £rom scru Y. ged, relationshipsare nurm.red
© ECmust i d
Within its own walls, however; the cation is not transparency. A press gesaremet. Albert Emslem saxd
commission cannot restore cor n- - conference tells citizens what an in- thatacalm and modest life brings
ce throughsterner denials, morepress ~ stitution wants them to know. Trans- more happiness than the pursuit

releases or appeals to take its word for
what happened behind closed doors. It
‘must make its decision-making visib-
le. Five relatively straightforward re-
forms would goalong way:

parency lets them examine the basis
onwhichitacted.

None of this requires heroic com-
‘missioners. And that is pxecnsely the

of success combined with cons-
tant restlessness. Our scriptures
urgeeveryone to be in astate of
‘nitya trupti’, or eternal mntem—

point. An electoral body
b

mentor

©® Major decisions should come with ity rests on the character of a few Shastrasexplain 'hatemtemme
apublicdecision trail. For anexerci- individuals is always one bad appo- ntisastateof mental and emoti-
se as consequential as SIR, the com- mtment away Lrom crisis, as the past onal well bemgthat allowsaper-

mission should publish not only the nuu;a with-

final order but theemdenoeheh]ndlt are open to mspecuun cansurviveits out being overwhelmed by negati-

the na- ’ failings, because its 'veemotions. Contentment is bliss

the principal obje errorsarevisi rigible. and the best medicine. Calm coun-

tions raised, and reasons for choo- The real test of an elechon com- tenance of a contented person gi-
singone course over another: ‘missionisnot whether - it im.

@ Roll revisions should become in-
dependently auditable. The commis-
sion already holds vast quantities of
Communication is not
transparency. An EC
press conference tells
citizens what it wants
them to know.
Transparency lets them
examine the
basis on which
itacted

se it, but whether losers accept their
defeat. For decades, EC passed that
test on borrowed trust. That credit is
now exhausted. Unless the commis-
sion earns it back with transpa-
rency, the next close verdict
‘may be one the losing side will
refuse to accept. And no res-
huffle canrepair that.

Thewriter isa political scientist and.
researcher; CERL,
Sciences Po Paris.
Views are personal
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Abosscallsa worker in for his
annual performance review.
‘Wheredo yousee yourself in
five years? heasked.

How the Middle Kingdom’sonTop

&

o
.

Akshat Khandelwal
|

Lastmonth, onavisit toamachinery
factory near Qingdao in China’s

'youproduce, thele$ eachumt costs
tomake,

ad Someof itscities like Shenzhen
feel i futuristic. The China

automation increase. The more
‘mechanisation there is, bigger the
increase in the productivity of the
average wnrker A.udsmce lhe ‘worker

of ‘cheapplastic toys' is gone. This

is the China of smooth EV cars that

are giving the German and Japane-

secarmakersa nmfortheixmaney
Th

more.
China’s scale or production isenor-
‘mous. It produces more than 1,000 mn
MT of steel, over 30 mn vehicles, and
more than 10,000 TWh of electricity
every year: Compare this to India's 150

m the tech eoosystem Almost none

Uber for cabs, Amap instead of
Google Maps for navigation....
These champions, reared under the
Great Firewall, are now battlingUS
giantsin turf wars.

India imported over $110 bnof
goods from C! last year, and at
least §30 bn of that ‘was machinery

mIndla ‘WhatsApp, Slack, C]auda
Gmail, Instagram — work in China.
‘The Great Firewall isto ‘blame’. But

factories.
Every I.ud.\an industrial project of
any scale now entails a purchase
order sent toa Chinese machine tool

“Hopefully,
can'tschedule meetmg&
Theboss frowned. What s
your greatest stres
Man: Knowing when ameet»
ingshould have been an email
Boss And your greatest weak-
0557
Mml Attendingit anyway.
Boss: Do

a = wrong, T
“Which member of theteam
did this?"

Theboss closed hisfile, and
asked, Doyouhaveany ques-
tions forme?’

Man: Yes. How am | doing?
Boss [sighs]: Frankly, you're
difficult tomanage.

Man [smiles]: So... exceeding
expectations?

Doctored
A man told hisdoctor, Tthink

eastern Shandong province, [ saw 'mnMT of steel, 6mn vehicles, and the Great Firewall hasdoneto Chine-  company. Weare paying China to
what seemed to be an unseemly around 2,000 TWhof eleunclty sesoftware whatscaledxd mChmese build our factories.
numberof cars—probablyover60—  The teel. It handed The Chi in-
parked inand aroundacomplexthat, turingwages in Chinarantoabout  billion users to iterate against, with struct us. There is no shortcut to
atbest, employs 100 workersat full $16,000 a year for a worker: The no foreign competition toloseto reaching ‘first world’ status —nota
capacity The explanation given was average Indian factory worker, while they werestill bad. Over- service-led growth model, not the
that most workers dri Annual Survey of whelmmgly alltechislocal. yet-unproven promise of Alled
(Cars parked atan average Indian Industries, takes h rto frequent slght on pmspenty, but the same ‘unglamo-
Ian(ory overwhe]mmg]ybelong tothe  $3,000. Thedifferenceis5x. “hones and i are country thathas
s, senior Consumption Doubao, not Gmk or Claude Add.\c» uughl up in the last hundred years
executives and managers overseeing samestory. India's car ipis  tiontoph has built: steel, energy, cars, cement,
production and assuring quality. roughly 34 carsforevery1 exceptfolksh init i i
Wages of theaverage Indian factory against China'’s 185 per1,000. More in, not Instagram. Didi matead of amongother things. And it hasto

workerare toolow toafford ad-wheeler:

China, in contrast, has reached its
‘Ford moment’, that 1914 threshold
when Henry Ford doubled wages of
Ford Motor Company workers, so
they might consume the very ve-
hicles they produced, furthering
production.

than60% of Chinese homes havean
AC, againstless than10% of Indian
homes. The India-China gap is far
larger than most Indians think.
China’scitiesareclean, its in-
frastructure well beyond what one
would find in most American cities.
Thereare moreauto brands on the
1d Andits

ngisani

returns-to-scale activity The more

road
EVadoptioni idesp:

build themat ascale commensurate
with its population.

‘Thereward isacarpark ata fac-
tory in Haryana, slowly filling up
with cars that belong to the people
on the shop floor and not just to the
people in the swanky office.

Thewriter is founder-CEO,
Nuflower Foods and Nutrition

SmartRice Policy Would Be Nice

Purnadev Jena

India’s rice harvest is set toshrink
for thefirst time ina decade. Indus-

for; well, paneer; the startlingly old- i ac-
tually made from dairy. Manufacturers of vegetable-fat im-
personators may contmue se]lmg their pale cubes. but get

tryesti 2026-27 outputat
around 144 MT, down10 MT, or 6.5%,
from lastyear 'srecord 154 MT, the

teepest EINifo drou-

anothername, guys. Thi: trou-
bling. Modern commercehas been moving magnificently in
the opposite direction: if something looks approximately
like somethingelse, appropriate itsname, Indian ‘rum’ isn’t
rum buta concoction made from molasses. ‘Chocolate’ may
involve remarkably little cocoa, ‘Fruit drinks’ can someti-
mes maintain a relationship with fruit roughly comparable
tothatbetween alovely aerial photo of KolkataandKn]kata

Whystopthere"ﬂmn a ‘might ser
er: ton, protein i lonial uct.
Words, h wer partlysothatorderingXdid
notresulti m Y arnvmgat the tabla Indiaalready conducts

anexerci ionthrought

ing of roads. FSSAI's paneer proposal, therefore, strikes a
small blowfor thi practiceby insistingthat thelab-
el on a thmgshoulddescnbe the thing! Otherwise, one day

1

discover that ‘refund’ now means ‘thank you'.

ghtof 200910,

Monsoonrainfall is15% below nor-
mal, with deficits of 42% in some
Trice-growingstates. Indian export
quotesare at their highest in more
thana year. This shock will test how
we manage rice, not whether we can
feed ourselves.
¥ Field report Paddy sowing stood
at42.68mn haon September11,3.8%
below last year's 44.33 mn ha. Atrou-
ghly 2.8 tonnes of rice per hainthe
Kkharif season, which suppliesabout
four-fifths of output, lost acreage ex-
plainsonly; abou( Smt. '['hemhu SMT
isyield,a4-5'

Half the damage is in fields not plﬁnt
ed. half in fields planted but starved.
» Regional shock Karnataka, Tel-
angana, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Naduaccount for12.31akhof the17
lakh ha of netacreage lost, or 72%.

UP, MP, Maharashtraand Jharkhand
add5.7lakhmore, while Odishaand
Assam planted more. This regional

shock demands a regional response,

exports of 24.5MT, which made India
about40% of the world rice trade.
Stocksabove thebuffer, 49 MT, are
5x the harvest loss. Availability is

notanati

» Farmers At this r's MSP of
32,441 per quintal, aha yielding4.1 ton-
nes of paddy grossesabout 31 lakh.
Based on my estimates, a4.5% yield
loss costs the average grower rough-
1yz4,500 per ha. Indistricts where
rainfall fell 40% short,aloss of one-
fifth, or 220,000, is plausible. Distress
will concentrate among smallhold-
ersonrain-fedplots.

» Stock report Central and state res-
erves, including unmilled paddy, sto-
od atarecord 59.6 MT on September
1,5.8times the10.3 MT buffer target
for October 1. Even at 144 MT, produc-
tion exceeds domestic need of about
121 MT by 23 MT, against 33 MTlast
year. That nearly covers last year's

‘We'll store what we reap what we sow

Priceand policy are.
D vale\ action Paddy at thisyear's
MSP works out toabout T36a kg of
milled rice inter-

market sales in deficit states at ares-
erve price that recovers cost, not
40% below cost. Premium-variety
growers will sell in the open market
for better prices, solet procurement
fall. That is stock management by
the market.
»C farmers Use satelli-

est. Yet, FCIshipped 6.35. mt toethanol
distilleriesbetwe

te-based crop assessment tofast-tra-
ckinsurance claims by direct trans-

June 2026 for 714,597 cr; about W3 akg,
some 40% below acquisition cost.
That is roughly 39,700 cr of implicit
subsidy for burning grain. Worse, in
2022 and 2023, we slapped export cur-
bsonrice inapanicandlifted them
only after stocks ballooned. Reflex,
not rule, hasrun our 1 me pohcy

So, what should
» Keep exports open W llh 596 MT
inthebins, a ban would pumsh far-
mers, further spike world pricesal-
ready rising in Thailand and Viet-
nam, and erode good-
will with importers in
Africaand Asia. If do-
mesticprices heatup,
usea published mini-
mum export price for
non-basmati white
rice, nota prohibition.
» Release stocks
Freezeethanol diver-
sionat7.2MT allocated
thissupply year, and
pre-commit that if re-
tail rice inflation cross-
es, say, 8%, unallocated
FCIrice movesto open

fer tothedsouthern statesand to
rainfeddistricts elsewhere before
rabisowing.
P Protect rabi Reservoirs holdless
water than normal, so, winter-sown
rice, whichaccountsforlessthana
fifth of output, is at risk. States shour
ld steer farmers towards pulses,
seedsand maize with the coming mbl
MSPs and assured procurement.
P Use crisis toreform Over-procu-
rement created the 499 MT overhang.
Gradually shift from priceand grain
idies todirect i

for-
tful'
Doc How longhas this been

ppening?
Man Howlonghas what been
‘happening?
Doc [sighs]: What year is it?
Man: Financial or calendar?
Doc: Whatdid you eat for
breakfast?
Man: My wife says porridge,
bgt I'mseekinga second opi-

nion.
Finally, the doctor said, Tm
pmﬂ:mgm&setahlets Take
oneevery morning.’ Theman
studied the prescription.
“Will they cure my memory?
Doc: No. They're vitamin
tablets.
Man: Then why take them?
Doc: Because youalready
paid me ¥3,500. Remember
something.

NOTANoLonger
AnOptionfor EC

Apropos the Edit, ‘Need to Repair
the Nirvachan Vachan’ (Sep 25),
thereported rift withinECis

troublingbecause public trust in
pollsrests on transparent decisi-
on-making, not just clean outco-
mes. Differing views are natural,
but secret memos and unanswer-
ed quesuuns about: elecmr\] roll

t,
rightsize the buffer, and promote
short-duration, drought-tolerant va-
rieties and direct-seeded rice, so the
next E1Nifo, which returnsevery
27yrs, finds yields protected, not
just warehouses filled.

Full granaries have brought India
calm. Thereal test is whether Delhi
uses that cushion to build arules-bas-

y. Cle-
dnmg ml].s islegitimate, yet ex-

cludingeligible voters cannot be
dismissed asroutine. EC must

publicly explain who authoris-

edkey decisionsand under what
authority. Restoring confidence
requires. aocou.nmbﬂm notdeni-
al. If procedural shortcuts occur-
red, responsibility must be fixed

edrice policy rather than reverting clearly. An institution this vital
to reflexive intervention. cannotafford ambiguity, because
ry itself d it vot-

The writer iseconomic adviser, advisory ers believing the process isfair.

supportgroup, chief mi

ster'soffice,

Babu Crishna
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IN THE NEW.

GOYAL: INDIA-US
TRADE DEAL
‘ALMOST DONE'

THE INDIA-
USTRADE
agreement
is "almost
done and
dusted" and
will be signed once New
Delhisecuresa
comparative competitive
advantage for Indian
exporters over their rivals
in the American market,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday ahead of his
visit to the US next week.
"“We have to find the
right comparable
competitive advantage
over our competition so
that we can quickly
execute it," Goyal said at
an event, signalling that
the remaining differences
are centred on ensuring
commercially viable
market access rather
than the broad contours
ofthe pact.

IGL eyes buying
stakes in city gas

distribution firms
INDRAPRASTHA
GAS(IGL) is
exploring
acquisition of
stakes in city gas distribution
companies as it looks for new
growth avenues beyond its
current markets, Chairman
Subhankar Sen said at the
company's 27th annual
general meeting. The
acquisition plan comes
alongside investments in
renewable energy and gas-
meter manufacturing.
FE BUREAU

© Data centres &
green hydrogen
units may have to
ramp up storage

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, September 24

THE UPCOMING NATIONAL
Electricity Policy (NEP) is likely
tointroducearange of flexibil-
ities for large electricity con-
sumers such as data centres
and green hydrogen projects,
while also requiring them to
manage their fluctuating
demand in ways that do not
put additional stress on the
grid, Power Secretary Pankaj
Agarwal said on Thursday.

In practice, this could mean
largec djustingtheir

DRAFT NATIONAL ELECTRICITY POLICY SENT TO CABINET FOR INTER-MINISTERIAL DISCUSSION

Customised power policy likely

FLEXIBILITY IN USAGE

[

m Variable
renewable
energy
already

electricity use to match grid
conditions — drawing more

power
and reducing reliance on the
grid when the system is under
stress. Green hydrogen plants,
forinst increaseelec-

m By 2047, over 80% of capacity
and nearly two-thirds of electricity
generation are expected to come

from non-fossil sources, increasing

- I

tricity use when renewable
power is plentiful. Data centres
could shift to using stored elec-
tricity during hours when power
needs are relatively low. Time-
of-day tariffs could also make
such flexible consumption
more commerciallyviable.

The proposal comes as
India’s power system prepares
to integrate large amounts of
weather-dependent solar and
wind generation alongside
rapidly growing new loads. The
draft NEP says variable renew-
ableenergyalreadyaccounts for
around 37% of installed gener-
ation capacity. By 2047, more
than 80% of installed capacity
and nearly two-thirds of elec-
tricity generation are expected

[ Spot power price crashes
fromX10to 1 paisain hrs

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, September 24

REAL-TIME ELECTRICITY

PRICES collapsed to just 1

paisa per unit on Thursday

morning from ¥10 per unit

atmidnight,asheavyselling

in the eastern region and
in-induced

unit across several trading
blocks. For Thursday, theaver-
age market clearing price
(MCP) in real time market
(RTM) stood at ¥2.52/unit,
reflecting the sharp correc-
tion during the day. Across
the first 36 trading blocks,
83.24 million units (MU) of
icity were traded atan

W
ness in the South abruptly

average price of ¥3.42 a unit.

flipped a power market that “The sharp RTM price
had remained tightthrough ~ compression reflects a
much of Sep data  regional mi between
from the Indian Energy power availability and

Exchange (IEX) showed.
The first two trading
blocks after midnight had

demand rather thana broad-
based system shortage,” said
Alekhya Datta, director, elec-

for the need for a more flexible grid cleared at ¥10/unit, but tricity and renewables divi-
around 37% of prices subsequently crashed ~ sion, The Energy and
installed ® Battery storage  m CEA estimates that to near-zero levels in the ResourcesInstitute(Teri).The

i costs havefallen 5.8 lakh crore morning. The weakness per- ~ collapse is striking because
capacity, to around Th will be required for sisted through much of the  the market has been moving
according to per unit from pumped-storage day, with RTM prices largely in the opposite direction
the draft NEP Z10in2023 projects till 2035-36 stayingatonlyafewpaiseper  throughout this month.
to come from mnon-fossil capacity ge  andshift il f-  ment.C partici-
sources, increasing theneedfor  newloads suchas data centres ~ daytariffs.“Thiscan helpdistri-  patethroughdemandresponse.

ime-of-use ta

a more flexible grid. The chal-
lenge is already emerging in
some parts of the system.

The Central Electricity
Authority’s road map for
pumped storage says wind and
solar curtailment is being wit-
nessed in some areas, even
though the two sources cur-
rently account foraround 25%
of total energy requirements.
Without adequate storage, the
CEA has warned that curtail-
ment could become more pro-

and green hydrogen interact
with the grid,” said Alekhya
Datta, director, electricity and
renewables division, The
Energy and Resources Insti-
tute (Teri). However, the near-
term concern for data centres
and green is poten-

bution companies integrate
more variable solar and wind

All states, UTs to
issue labour code
rules by Oct 31

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, September 24

THE CENTRE EXPECTS all
states and Union territories
(UTs) to publish rules for the
newlabourcodes by October 31
for them to take effect, Labour
Secretary Chandra Bhushan
Kumarsaid on Thursday.
Barring one state, all other
states and UTs have pre-pub-
lished the rules where they
invited suggestions and feed-
back from stakeholders,
Kumar said. So far, 10 states
and UTs have published the

said. The Centre notified the
finalrules underthe fourlabour
codes — Code on Wages 2019,
Industrial Relations Code 2020,
Code on Social Security 2020,
and Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions (OSH)
Code 2020 — in May. These
codes, which subsumed 29
existing labour laws, were noti-
fied in November. Kumar said
theministrywill release“master
FAQs” on the new labour codes
in the coming days,addressing
several issues and queries from
stakeholders. The labour secre-

I ida itteetoset

final rules, Kumar said at a
seminar on the new labour
codes organised by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.While Kumar did not
name the state yet to pre-pub-
lish the rules, he said the Union
labour ministry is discussing
the issues with the state and
these should be resolved soon.

“I'had a personal meeting
withall the states and UTs,and
we are hoping that by October

Italsoprop
iffs, beginning with industrial
and i

generation, reduce peak-h
grid stress, improve frequency
stability,and minimise renew-

“Grid flexibilityis critical for
India to integrate larger vol-

able energy ;' Garg
said. However, she added that
ing flexibilityat theindi-

tially higher upifant cost and
operational complexity if stor-
age or demand flexibility

vidual-consumer level “could
also mean significant upfront
investment in battery storage

umesof g
maintaining the reliability and
stability of the power system,”
said Anujesh Dwivedi, partner,
Deloitte India. Consumers, he
said, could respond byadjusting

Vibhuti Garg,director,South
Asia, IEEFA, said flexibility

systems forlarge consumers”.
The draft NEP also proposes

nounced as g
tion expands. “The proposed
flexibility reflects a shift from

could
large consumers to install on-
site batteries, adopt smart

simply adding

IRDAI PROPOSA

gy ystems

ON INSURANCE DI

ancillary services
that help maintain grid balance
and stability through market-
based competitive procure-

IBUTION REFORMS

their

electricity instead of drawing

from the grid, or feeding sur-
pluspowerbackintothe system.
The ministry has sent the draft
policy to the Cabinet for an
inter-ministerial discussion.

Smaller and new firms PB FINTECH LEADS SHARE SELL-OFF

Performance of insurance, fintech stocks (% change on Sept 24)

likely to bear the brunt

© Move willlead to
oligopoly & lower
competition, fear
industry players

NARAYANANV
Chennai, September 24

THE INSURANCE REGULA-

TOR'S proposal to standardise

commission rates across prod-

uctsand lines of business,along

with a uniform limit on man-

agement expenses, could push
bei i

AT RISK

KRISHNAMOORTHY RAO,

MD & CEQ, GENERALI CENTRAL

m Smaller & new players

need to pay a lot more Hav'mg same EoM limit
in commissions than for all players may not be
large brands to acquire  right approach,

new clients and to
attract & retain agents

= t0.GOPI mid-sized

u The expense-to P

ratio of a large general msurers. Hiay
insurer with 10% market ~ have to incur
share was 23% in FY26, higher expenses
compared with40% for  ayen to grow
insurers with less than i

1% market share USINESS

as smaller and

Ty
olistic structure, giving a com-
petitive ad ge to large

c issi to attract and

insurers, some industry players
fear. They feel that the simulta-
neous capson commissionsand
management expenses could
constrain smaller insurers and
newer entrants from spending
adequately on customer acqui-
sition during the growth phase.

“My big fear is that the
industry willbecomean oligop-
olybecause only people witha
very large renewal book will be
able to make the cut,”said the
chief executive of a life insurer,
requesting anonymity.

The

retain agents and acquire new
clients compared with large
brands that have established
books,”said the insurer.

Irdai’s draft paper also
showed the ratio of total
expenses to gross direct pre-
miumincome (GDPI) variessig-
nificantly between large and
small insurers. For instance, the
total expense-to-GDPlratioofa
largegeneral insurerwitha10%
marketsharewas 23%inFY26,
compared with 40% for insur-
erswithlessthan 1% share.

and Development Authority of
India (Irdai) itself found wide
variations in ission rates

r thy Rao, MD &
CEO, Generali Central Insur-
ance,said that having the same
(EoM)

across products and insurers.
“That’s because smaller players
and new insurance companies
need to pay a lot more upfront

percentage forall players may
not be the right approach, as
smaller and mid-sized insurers
may have to incur higher

expenses even to grow their
business. He said, regardless of
the size of the company or pre-
mium base, insurers are also
required to maintain several
mandatory functions to meet
regulatory  requirements,
includis iF actuarial,

Source: BSE
*Shares of those with lower: exfmsure to commission income or lower
ow reli d

secretarial,and legal functions,
in addition to the manpower
required for selling insurance.
Asenior official at a private
life insurer said on condition of
anonymity: “What is the incen-
tive for somebody new to come
into the country and set up a
new sort of business? I don’t
know how international
investors look at this flip-flop
everyyear."“The critical part is
that much of the plans with
which newer players may have
come in will go fora toss now,”

etter; Go Digit has

2.08 .

on l

0.06 |

PB Fintech

Turtlemint Fintech Solutions
Max Financial Services

HDFC Life Insurance

New India Assurance

Niva Bupa Health Insurance
Medi Assist Healthcare Services
ICICI Pru Life

GIC

4.68 I (cici Lombard GenIns

Go Digit General
Star Health Insurance

SBI Life Insurance

rexpense of management ratio
5 nagement rat

the

state level,” the labour secretary

Chandra
Bhushan
Kumar,
secretary,
ministry
of labour

a stlatutory national floor wage
has been formed and discus-
sionswith statesand stakehold-
ersare underway.

Report flags lower
compliance

Ten months since theimple-
mentation of the four labour
codes, organisations face lower
compliance but practical chal-
lenges,according toa report by
Grant Thornton Bharat released
onThursday. Thereport flagged
areas where the government
needstoprovide more guidance
totheindustrysuchas overtime
coverage and leave policy.
“Whilethe first 10 monthshave
been marked by significant reg-
ulatory progress and imple-
mentationreadiness,organisa-
tions continue to face
practical questions
as they translate
legislative provi-
sions into day-to-

day business
processes,” it
stated.

Commission caps
to eat intoincome
of banks & NBFCs

KSHIPRA PETKAR
Mumbai, September 24

BANKS AND NON-BANKING
financial companies (NBFCs)
could see pressure on insur-
ancedistribution incomeif the
insurance regulator’s pro-
posed limits on commissions
and management expenses
come into effect, with lenders
having a higher dependence
on bancassurance and credit-
linked insurance likely to be
more affected.

Irdai has also proposed
curbs on incentives paid to
employees for selling insur-
ance and a ban on forced
bundling of insurance with
loans.“This will be tad negative
for banks’bancassurance fees,

largely

Distribution landscape
stares at ‘tectonic shift’

NARAYANANV
Chennai, September 24

THE INSURANCE REGULA-
TORY and Development
Authority of India’s consulta-

saidani

reteran.

Online distributors may rejig biz model

NARAYANANV
Chennai, September 24

ONLINEINSURANCE DISTRIB-

ers have limited scope to com-
pensate distributors through
operating expenses,as Irdai has
proposed caps on overall

The impact could be particu-
larly significant for lower-
ticket motor insurance.
Indraneel Chatterjee, COO
d

tion paper peuts
in insurance commissions and
expenses of management (EoM)
couldtriggeramajorresetinthe
existingdistributionlandscape,
forcing insurers to invest in
technology & agent networks,
while making some existing
business models unviable,

for life i

would push theinsurancesector
into “uncharted waters”. While
the intent behind the reforms
could be to address the root
causes of mis-selling and make
insurance more affordable, the
sharp reduction in distribution
commissions could make insur-
ance distribution unviable and
the profession less attractive, it
said.“This proposal pushes the
sector in uncharted waters by
almost cutting the oxygen
( ission) supply to this

agents, compared with 5-20%
L 2

UTORS and web aggregators  expenses of as and co-f of Insur- industry forotherinter

such as PB Fintech, Turtlemint ~ wellwhile treating paymentsto  anceDekho,said it would be dif- “We may actually see the brokers,bancassuranceandweb
and kh Id face istril issi ficult in a distribution ioni ife For health insur-
amarginsqueeze underthe pro- The proposals triggered a  network for I lue poli- b thenext2-3years  ance, issions for distribu-

posed commission reforms.
Experts warn that lower com-
missions could put existing
business models under strain.
“We see this as a risk for dis-
tributors like PB Fintech and
Turtlemint,notinga 10% cutin
newbusinesscommission rates
translates to a 10-12% fall in
their earnings,” Jefferies said.
Thebrokerageadded thatinsur-

sharpsell-offinlisted insurance

cies, potentially making the
o h

egment tofront-

Emkay Global,
the business model of PB Fin-
tech, the parent of Policy-
Bazaar,could come under pres-
sure from sharp cuts in health
renewal and porting commis-
sions, first-year term life com-
missions, and motor own-
damage and third-party fees.

said third-party motor insur-
ance is distributed largely on
the strength of its commission.
“Ifthat commission goes away,
the number of uni; vehi-

becausealotof distributionwill
gooutofbusiness”said the chief
executive of a private life
insurer. Irdai’s proposed effort-
based commission structure
seeks to differentiate payouts
based on the effort involved in
i dservicing i

tors on first-time policies have

been proposed at 15-20%.
“The non-agency channel is
roughlyabout 50% of the busi-
ness today. Of that, about 65-
70%isbanksand 30%isothers.
The 30% others’ share could
letel " the

‘push sector’;” Emkay said.

A bank-backed private life
insurer described the proposed
changesasa“tectonicshift’;say-
ing insurers would need to
reassess the i

pecially credit-protect pre-
miums, as it's mostly single
premium with high commis-
sions,” Jefferies said inareport.
It said IndusInd Bank (18%)
and IDFC FIRST Bank (17%)
have relatively higher expo-
sure, based on insurance com-
mission income as a propor-
tion of normalised FY27 profit.
ICICI Bank and Public sector
banks have relatively lower
exposure, it said. Post the
announcement, shares of
banksand NBFCs tumbled.
India’s leading private and
public sector banks earned
more than 320,000 crore in
brokerage and commission in
FY26. HDFC Bank earned
¥5,688 crore in commission
and fee income from life insur-
ance distribution and another
%1,239 crore from health and
general insurance products.
Axis Bank and Kotak Mahindra
Bank reported incomes of
%3,700 croreand ¥1,075 crore.
SBI earned ¥2,795 crore in
i ission, largely

FEE FACTOR

FY26 bancassurance
income/FY27 PBT (%)
I8 - ﬁ -18
IDFCF » n <17
AUSFB = *. — T
Axis . -9

HDFC +— Q -7
Kodak ~ . -5
sBl —— @ -2
pg - -2
BoB— @ ——2

ICICI = L <1

Source: Company, Jefferies

JM Financial estimates
that insurance income across
itsbank coverage increased to
5.19% of profit before tax (PBT)
in FY26 from 3.5% in FY23.
As a proportion of average
assets, the income increased
to 7 basis points (bps) from 4
bps over the same period.

For NBFCs, theimpact could
be more significant because of
their high concentration in
loan-linked group credit-life
insurance. About 93% of this
business was group credit-life
insurance linked to loans, M
Financial said.“The combina-
tion of diff commis-

underpinning their t-_\risting
business models.“Weallhaveto
go backto our shareholders. We
have togobackand understand
the basics of the business when
we started. What were the
ions of these models?”

cleson theroad,

Thedraft,which

60% in the ty heeler seg-
ment, islikely torise further”

sions of 6.2 é—Z 5% of first-year

above-quoted life insurer said.
Emkay Research said the
proposed distribution reforms

epaper.financialexpress.com

theexecutivesaid,addinginsur-
ers have only two years to com-
plywith the EoM framework.

from distributing products of
its subsidiaries. “Definitely
there will some impact. It
shouldn’t be too much forus,’a
senior SBI official said.“How-

sion caps, restrictions on empl-
oyee incentives and the
proposed separation of insur-
ance from mandatory loan
approval could put pressure on

ever, lower payout:
could affect business volumes,
as insurers may have less flexi-
bility to incentivise agents and
otherintermediaries,”he said.

-led fee income for

NBFCs,” Motilal Oswal Finan-

cial Services said.

(With inputs from
Christina Titus)
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Cap, don't cripple

IRDALI is right to curb excessive payouts, but the remedy
shouldn’t undermine the very industry being reformed

HE INSURANCE REGULATOR s right toworryabout the high cost

of selling insurance, but its proposed remedy marks a sharp rever-

sal.In 2023, the Insurance yand Devel Author-

ity of India (IRDAI) moved away from product-level commission
controls,allowing insurers greater freedom within overall expense limits. It
now

caps by productand channel tightercom-
pany frr 15%ofg irectp income
for hfe insurerswithin twoyears, falling to 123 5%in ﬁve and 20% for gen-
eral insurers. Non-cash benefits would face closer scrutiny, volume-linked
incentives for bank and non-banking financial company employees would
bebarred,and commissions could be clawed back in cases of mis-selling. The
objectivesare sound.Yet the test should notbewhetherdistributorp
fall,butwhetherinsurance bec ter
icyholdersacross the country.

IRDATI has good reason to intervene. Insurance remains dependent on
push-based distribution, with large upfront rewards encouraging sellers to
chase transactions rather than suitability or long-term service. The regula-
tor's consultation paper shows why the experiment with flexibility disap-
pointed: between FY23 and FY25, new-business premiums for a sample of
corporate agents rose 28%, while total distributor remuneration surged
125%. Corporate distributor payouts reached nearly 27% of first-year pre-
mlums,supp[emented insome msesbysubstannal rewards.Such costserode
the dinlong-durati iesandleavec
with poorslu-rendervalues when theyexltearly Alxgn.mgcnnumssmnsmth
could discourage churn
and re'ward intermediaries forkeeping policies in force. The proposedaction
against dark patterns, individual selleridentification,and audits of large dis-
tributors should also strengthen accountability.

The industry’s objections, however, cannot be dismissed as mere self-
interest.Insuranceisstill largely sold,not bought, particularly outsideafflu-
enturban markets. Exp]ajnjnga complex, multi-year product and servicing
it afterwards requlres effort,and capable intermediaries must be paid

forpol-

term: dy

Opinion

EBIHAS FIXED the plumb-

ing of accreditation and

left the more important

question unasked. Its con-

sultation paper of August

13 carries ten proposals on the accred-
ited investor framework. Every one of
them is about who qualifies and how
they prove it. Not one is about what
accreditation isworth onceyou have it.
The diagnosis in the paper is cor-
rect, and the repairs are sensible.
Accreditation arrived in 2021 and has
barely been used. Sebi records 3,820
accredited investors as on July 31,
against an alternative investment
fund (AIF) investor base of roughly one
lakh. Anyone who has taken a client
through the process knows why. Two
accreditation agencies operate. The
cost is real, the validity is short,and few
wealthy families enjoy handing their
financial statements to a third party
for the privilege of renewing next year.
So the paper proposes a securities
market assets route, ¥5 crore for indi-
viduals and %20 crore for body corpo-
rates, verifiable from a depository
statement rather than a chartered
accountant’s certificate. It proposes to
let the manager of the investment
pmduct determine accreditation at

ithout captive bank networksorlargeagency
forces mayneed tospend more toacquire customers; rigid caps could there-
fore entrench incumb Low-] ium and rural pmducts may become
lessattracti dypoor.Dig-
ital aggregators also argue that upfront commissions finance technology,
marketing, and comparison tools, and that steep reductions could damage
theireconomics. Having first mic issionsand then granted
broad autonomy,anotherabrupt swing risks regulatory uncertainty. IRDAI
should usethe consultation processto cahbrate capsby product complexity,
ticketsize, phy,and service ratherthanimposeablunt,
uniform restraint.
Mostimportantly,lower commissions do notautomatically benefit cus-
tomersArupee no longerpald toanagent,bank, or platform canjustaseas-

penetratic

ily| {itional insurer profitasalowery ‘better policyvalue.
Costcontrols i beacc dbyc blediscl by
productandrhannpl ofacquisition costs, persi urrender outcomes,
claims,and cc I hould demonst howsavingsin distri-
bution expenses improve p ionorreturn ion should shift

gradually from the point of sale towards renewals, continuing service,and
suitable outcomes, while preserving incentives for last-mile distribution.
Commission caps can correct excesses, but they are onlya means. The ulti-
mate measure of this reform is whether more of every ¥100 paid by a poli-
cyholder finances protection and savings, fewer customers are mis-sold
unsuitable products,and insurance reaches more Indians — not whether
distributor margins or insurer costs are merely trimmed on paper.

The Al folks don't seem to
understand intelligence

JUSTTHREE YEARS after OpenAl said its models were good at grade-school maths,
itannounced they had solved the Navier-Stokes Mlllenmum Prlze prob]em in88
hour: that the’30s.
Pro|ect mat trend forward and you see why OpenAl CEO Sam Altman thinks Al will

d thatarogue Al might harm humanity.
Santa Fe Institute: sclem.ls's Melame Mitchell and David Krakauer described Al's
mantraas“Scale isall you need”. What that means is the bigger the training setsand
the more computeryou have, thebetter Al becomes.Altman’svision of Al's exponen-
tl growth curve, and the related hopes and fears, are similarly driven by an unspo-
ionthati isallyouneed.Ifyou're smart enough,you can cure

cancer — ordesm:ythe world. But that’s not how powerand intelligencework.

ays Claude, its Al model, al than 80% of the codeits
engineers merge. Push thatto 100% and Alwould be buﬂdmg itsown successors It

g, valid for three years across
the managet ’s group, with the agency
route surviving alongside forinvestors
who want portability. It extends
deemed accreditation to all persons
resident outside India. By Sebi’s own
estimate, the securities assets route
alone could make about four lakh
investors eligible. These proposals
should be supported.

But notice what the ten share. They
all widen the gate. None of them

» ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK
SEBI'HAS FIXED THE APPARATUS WHICH HOWEVER PAYS THE MANAGER, NOT THE INVESTOR

A certificate in search of an aim

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

touches what lies beyond it. The frame-
work did not fail because the gate was
inthe wrong place.It failed because for
most of its life there was very little on
the other side worth the walk.

That has begun to change, and the
direction of the change is instructive.
Sebi created a separate class of accred-
ited investors only funds through the
Third Amendment to the
AIF Regulations, notified

oneisaright the investor did not have
the day before he was accredited.

The numbers make the point.There
were 649 accredited investors in July
2025 and 3,820 in July 2026, a near
sixfold rise in the year the accredited
investors’ only fund arrived. Investors
accredit themselves when accredita-
tion buys something. They donot want
the certificate. They want
the product on the other

on November 18, 2025, Sebi’s proposed side of it.

api cuft thel minimlllm safeguards — an & Sebi hashl saiut:l ]more
ticket for a large-value e . an once that its long-
fund from %70 crore to  cCreditation policy 1, o e 10 move
25 crorebyits circular of at the manager from the minimum com-
December 8, 2025. Now level, record mitment threshold to
read the relaxations.The  majintenance,and ~ accreditation status as
National Institute of indk dent the primary measure of
Securities Markets certifi- ndependen sophistication, and that
cation requirement for verification —are e two metrics will co-
the manager’s key invest- the right instinct. exist for now to avoid dis-
ment team falls away. They need rup.ti‘on.‘That was the
Accredited investors are cti position in August 2025.
excluded from the count a s.an on 1t is still the position in
for the 1,000-investor behind them August 2026.“Fornow”is

cap. Pari passu rights can  s——  carrying a great deal of

be waived and side letters

written.The scheme can run five addi-
tional years instead of two. In a large-
value fund, the standard placement
memorandum template and its
annual audit go as well. Every one of
those is a relief for the manager. Not

weight ina sentence that

has not changed in a year. A paper

devoted to overhauling accreditation

was the natural place to say when the
transition happens. It does not.

The paper does ask, in terms,

whethersecurities market assetsarean

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS

@® REGULATORY RISK

Zerodha Co-founder and CEO Nithin Kamath

| keep saying this: for any regulated business, the
biggest risk is regulatory risk. Today's IRDAI draft on
insurance commissions is a good reminder

appropriate criterion for sophistica-
tion. They are a better proxy than net
worth and still only a proxy. All three
routes measure wealth. A retired pro-
moter sitting on I5 crore of a single
scrip qualifies; a derivatives traderwith
¥50lakhand 15 years of scars does not.
Every jurisdiction that started witha
wealth test has been pushed to supple-
ment it. The US Securities and
Exchange Commission added holders
of the Series 7,65,and 82 licences,and
knowledgeable employees of private
funds, toits definition in August 2020.
India is refining its wealth test at the
moment others are looking past one.

On manager-led accreditation,
the objection is obvious. It places the
certification of sophistication in the
hands of the person who earns a fee
on the onboarding. Sebi’s proposed
safeguards — an accreditation policy
at the manager level, record mainte-
nance,and independent verification —
are the right instinct. They need a
sanction behind them. Sample audit
of manager accreditations by the
accreditation agencies, with conse-
quences in registration terms fora pat-
tern of wrongly certified investors,
would supply one.

The proposals deserve support.
They are the right repairs to a process
that plainly needed them. But Sebi has
answered the question it set itselfand
avoided the one that matters.A gate is
worth only as much as the room
behind it,and that room is at present
furnished for the manager. Until the
minimum commitment threshold
goes, accreditation will remain a cer-
tificate in search of a purpose.

Views are personal

Cost-of-living debate has a blind spot

ARAVIND SANKA
PAVAN GUNTUPALLI

Co-Founders, Rapido

Daily mobility costs take a toll; shared mobility
can give commuters an alternative when fixed
routes or other modes may not work as well

MOBILITY IS A major recurring house-
hold expense, but India’s cost-of-living
debate rarely treats it that way. The dis-
cussion tends to focus on the cost of liv-
ingina particular place, rather than the
cost of getting from one place to
another. The Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey shows that con-
veyance accounts for 7.59% of monthly
per-capita expenditure in rural India
and 8.46% in urban India. Fora house-
hold,eachjourneyisa recurring costand
itsaffordability can determine howeas-
ily people can access economic opportu-
nities without owning a vehicle.

The fareis only one part of that cost.
Acommuter mayneed to paytoreacha
bus depot, metro,or railway station, pay
foranotherrideafter getting off, spend
an hour in traffic, or decide that own-
ingavehicleis the only practical way to

thing. That’s the fear and, for some, the hope. Al could create what Anthropic CEO
Dario Amodei calls“a country of geniuses ina data centre”.

The USranthat experimentat Los Alamos. ltputlegendaxyphysxqstssuchasme]s
Bohr, Richard Feynman,and Robert O,

the journey. The question is
notwhetheranindividual bus or metro
ride is cheap. It is what the entire jour-
ney costs in money and time.

Thetime involved inmakinga jour-
neyisitselfan economic cost. The min-
lstry of statistics and programme

ButAlex’ in, a histe f science and nuclear Insti-

tuteof” thatL forjust 4% of the Manhat-
tan Project’salmost $2 billion cost; 80%of went i

that produced uraniumand Inhis 1945 Ct i tes-

timony, Dppenheuner said that without scientists there

wouldh: bomb,but“if therehad b lysci-

entists, there alsowould be noatomic bomb’”.

input. 'Thpfa tpr thein-
put Maths,cod-
ing, and weather forecasnng? Check. Financial markets
qualify, too. Writing fails the tests, hence the deluge of Al
slop on LinkedIn.So does curing cancer, because it requires

GAUTAM
MUKUNDA

EVP, Elara Capital

pond.
Intelligence might improve your hit rate, but it can’t get
youaround that limit. Intelligence gets used first in the
places with the fastest and clearest feedback. What's left
areproblems where it’sworthless, That’s why its poweris
unlikelyto keep chmbmg The moreyou know, the harder
itbecomesto leam evenmore. Research-h how tt n.In

rd ist Nic i dthreeco-authors
the early’70s. Tom Davidson and Tom Huulden of the research group Forethought,
Alresearchwill compress
threeyears of il return: as its limits,
So,when, i i powerful Al Id 0to 100yearsofbio-
logical to10,and that 0f95°/00rmnmm eaths
ind il icismi: T ion,oneAl [eader
wrote, is how much p: ch additi i ofi i buys,and
hich i wheni if i i Th:t leader
deihi inhis 2024 essay* Loving Grace."In
today’s parti ici i lacktheaccel-
eratordata it'snot clearsuperi h
that.Ot thatAmdahl’s La p
part of a process tends e bottlenecks, not eli them. They even forecast
that thi: toaworld i byself-improvingAl

ion's Time Use Survey
2024 found that men aged 15 to 59
years spend an average of 77 minutes
daily in commuting for employment
activities. Forwomen in that age group,
theaverage is 67 minutes.

Traffic adds another layer to the
cost. The Economic Survey 2025-26
cites the TomTom Traffic Index 2024,
which estimated that commuters lost
117 hours to rush-hour traffic in Ben-
galury, 103 hours in Mumbai, and 76
hours in New Delhi. It cites another
study that estimated traffic-related
late arrivals cost Bengaluru around

7.07 lakh productive hoursin 2018, eq-
uivalent to an estimated ¥11.7 bAllmn

A low-cost metro ride has limited
value if reachmg the statmn requires

inlost productivity. The fig

ferent measures but point to the one
problem: congestion imposes a mea-
surable economic cost beyond the
money spent on the journey.

This directly affects people. A job
may be technically reachable but
impractical if the journey takes several
hours. This applies to education and
essential services.

When a faster connection brings
anothererstwhileinacces-

an , inc ,or time-
consummg connection. The same app-
lies at the other end of the journey.
Public transport becomes more useful
when people have affordable ways to
connect toiit.

This is a wider limitation of public
transport. The ministry of housing and
urbanaffairsof India recommends 40 to
60 buses per lakh population, while the
Economic Survey puts India’s urban bus

fleet at about 47,650, with

siblepart ofacityorregion  p——  ncarly 61% concentrated

work becomes more economically use-
fulwhen people can combine its differ-
ent modes to reach work, education,
and essential services without having
to own a vehicle simply to bridge the
gaps between them.

Consider a commuter living three
kilometres from a metro station and
working four kilometres from the sta-
tion at the otherend.The metro maybe
the most affordable way to cover most
of the journey, but the commuter still
has to get to the station and then to
their destination. Walking may add
substantial time. Taking an individual
autorickshaw forboth legs can raise the
daily cost. Owning a motorcycle or car
adds the costs of purchase, fuel, main-
tenance, parking, and insurance.

Ashared two-wheeleroffers another
‘way to make those shorter connections
without requiring the passengerto own
avehicle.Forsomejourneys, it may offer
a practical balance of cost and travel
time, Forothers, wa].lqng,buses orautos

within a reasonable com- Ajob may be in nine megacities. Even
mute, more jobs become hnicall where a city has a metro,
viable. The Namo Bharat technically bus, or regional rail net-
corridor between Delhi reachable but work, fixed-route public
'aJn:'d l;lee[rut inusf.;_e)lgis impractical if the ;r;:;port mn:tqo( pfrovidea
is. Early accessibility P connection forevery
estimates cited in the Eco- journey takes 5 originand destination.
nomic Surveysuggest that several hours. This This is where different
around 6.9to 7.6lakhjobs applies to modes can work together.
between these locations d ion and A might use a
arewithin one hour. . . shared t heeler to
However, the benefit essential services reacha metro station, take

of a fast rail connection e———————  the metro for the longer

does not begin when a
passenger enters the train orend when
they leave it. People still have to reach
the station at one end and get from the
destination station to work, college, or
anessential service.

Bengaluru offers a recent example.
In March, its transport corporation
introduced feeder services connecting
residential areas on the Yellow Line. The
services cost ¥6-25 and ran every 35 to
40 minutes.These areas had previously
lacked direct bus connectivity, leaving
some residents dependent on cars and
two-wheelers even for short trips.

THE EDITOR

Low wage levels
hinder growth

Apropos of "The wages of growth"
(FE, September 24), policymakers
have wasted decades by
considering only the production and
profits side of the coin, forgetting
the simple fact that in the absence
of demand, such metrics and
growth are rendered futile. The
protesting workers in Noida earlier
this year demanded an increase in

wages from a level of survival to
sustenance. Say a worker
supporting a family of four pays
24,000 in rent and a spends a similar
amount on fuel alone, while having
to make do with monthly wages of
%12,000. This is akin to slavery. The
economic growth that we keep
talking about only pertains to
consumption by the affluent section,
which knows no seasonal setbacks.
A higher wage is the exclusive
privilege of the organised sector,

part of the journey, and

use another connection at the des-
tination. A private vehicle provides a
different combination of cost, travel
time,and flexibility. The relevant com-
parison is therefore the complete jour-
ney: what does each combination cost,
how long does it take, and does it
require the household to own a vehicle.
The value of public transport ulti-
mately depends on the journey it
enables, from a person’s starting point
to their final destination. First- and
last-mile connections are part of that
affordability equation.Atransport net-

which forms hardly 6-8% of the
entire workforce. Labour is the most
flexible component of all inputs. The
government, therefore, also views
growing unemployment as a tool to
reduce workers' bargaining
capacity and help investors earn
more profit. Such growth without a
parallel growth in demand is like a
house of cards. The national level
floor wage that stands at 2178 also
offers no solution.

—AG Rajmohan, Anantapur

may ondis-
tance,availability,and the time of day.

Thus, the case for shared mobility is
not that it should replace public trans-
port, or that it is cheaper. Its role is to
give commuters another option where
fixed routes or other modes may not
workaswell fora particularjourney. The
Economic Survey 2025-26 recognises
thisrole, calling for greater use of shared
and point-to-point modes, including
bike taxis,alongside public transport to
address first-and last-mile gaps.

For households, that choice matters
because every journey has a cost. Mak-
ing moreways to complete that journey
available can reduce the need to owna
vehicle simply to get around the city.

Correction

The opinion column titled “Let’s finan-
cially equip gigworkers”(FE, September
22) mentioned that the Atal Pension
Yojana crossed 900 million gross enrol-
ments in April. The correct figure is 90
million. Also, there is a Budget commit-
ment to cover roughly 10 million gig
‘workers, not X1 crore as stated in the
column. We sincerely regret the errors.

®Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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SUSAN

hat does the management of
cropstubble burning have to
dowith algebra? What do

ration cards have to do with nounsand
verbs? How is the census related to the
Battle of Panipat? Ifat this point, you
thought Tam going to plunge you into
some TED talk-style interdisciplinary
exposition, you are going to be disap-
pointed. (Orrelieved, I don't judge).
Stubble-burning management, census
enumeration, ration cards are only
three of the many complex non-aca-
demic tasks assigned to government
school teachersin Punjab. And those
teachers, they are done with all the extra
homework.

InSeptember, several teachers’
unionsin Punjab demanded that the
government stop assigning them non-
academic duties.“Stop givingus these

In September, the new duty that
actually turned out tobe the final exam
for teachers’ unions in Punjab was
being told to drop whatever they were
doing to verify applications for new
ration cards under the state govern-
ment’s “Meri Rasoi” scheme. Already
the “regular” work around election:
hasbecome onerous as every constitu-
ency gets SIR-ed within an inch of its
life. In July, two government schools in
Dethi (one in Bhalswa and one in GTB
Nagar) found that their entire perma-
nent teaching staff had been assigned
as Booth Level Officers for SIR. In the
Bhalswa school alone, as The Times of
India reported then, it meant 15 substi-
tute teachers had to manage 1,200 stu-
dentsacross 22 ons. [ was good
enough at math in school to know that
th acalculation that ends in frac-
tions. Some other schools had not been
asked to send even one volunteer, the
report said. At least the process is con-
sistently arbitrary inits life-changing,
democracy-squashing aesthetic.

The meagre honorariums (that have
ranged from 32,000 to 312,000 across
the phases) haven’t made any variety of
Booth Level Officer feel particularly
great, given that their regular workload

Jobs because we are going to stop
these jobs,” isa summary of the memos
and protests that have kicked off. I have
to admit stubble-burning management
iswhat gave me pause but why should
that be less “normal” compared to what
we are familiar with: election duty.
Depending on which state you work
inasagovernment schoolteacher, you
may be asked to do anything froma
drug census to data verification of ben-
efi for new government welfare
schemes.

Lrows inthe

As The News Minute reported in Jul
ASHA workers assigned SIR duty in
Karnataka and Telangana said lhe)
were physically exhausted and the hon-
orarium barely paid even for the com-
mutes demanded by thisjob—grass-
roots detective plus genealogist plns

A4
hy not let schoolteachers just teach?

tember, some ASHA workers in Telan-
gana were taken into police custody
when they organised a protest against
their precarious pay and job security.
For teachers 'nme([ asl BLOs there
isalso the tooth chool

seribe plus therapist. Tt
expecis ASHAwWOrkessto doa nrillion

critical jobs (even before SIR with love
was ever dreamt up) but they continue
tobe temporary workers. In early Sep-

calendar that mmrhes relvml ssly
towards internal and final exams, If you
areinto messy storylines, please look up
the PIL filed in July in Delhi high court

Getting to the

meat of the matter

In his new book, Bruce Friedrich makes a case for alt-meat, which
could create jobs in India, while ensuring global food security

fituparna.oy@partner livemint.com

ruce Friedrich, 57, does

notwant youtostop eating

meat. Instead, as founder

and president of the Good

Food Institute (GFI), a
US-based non-profit working on alterna-
tive proteins, he wants people to look at
how meat is produced.

When Friedrich founded GFlin 2016,
his aim was to create a conversation
around plant-based and cultivated meats,
thelatterbeing meat grown from animal
cellsinacontrolled environment. It wasa
technology-led approach, one that offered
people the option to choose them for the
same reasons they choose conventional
meat. Climate change, food security, pub-
lic health and animal welfare have since
then remained central to his work.

Friedrich’'sown relationship with meat
has changed over the years. Growing upin
Oklahoma, his family ateit every day, and
often with every meal. “The first time
somebody told me they didn't eat meat, it
felt like they had just said they didn't
hesaysinan email inter-
view. But in 1987, he stopped eatingit.

Thebook, Diet for a Small Planet 1971),
hv Frances Moore: Lappedungmi Lhewav

i) hiabout t—Te
ofcrops grownto fmdlne:md\couldhv
used to feed people instead, raising ques-
tions on nutrition and food security.

Inhisnewbook Meat, Friedrich makes
acase that somethingas delicious as meat
can be produced differently—at a lower
while creating jobs, improving food
security and reducing some of the harmful
effects of modern meat production, like
deforestation, climate change, hunger
and malnutrition. The book comes at a
time when the conversation around meat
and how we consume it is changing in
India.

Friedrich was in Delhi last month to
attend the AVPN Global Conference, a

COURTESY GOOD FOOD INSTITUTE

Iarsin GDP and provid,
parts. The country alread)
ingenericdrugand vacc

jobs in the rural
leads the world

far-fetched. What do you think it will
take to make that shift?

The idea is not to convince Indians to
switch fromwhole-food vegetarian diets
toplant-based meat unless they are look-
ingtoincrease the quality and amount of
protein they would like to consume. The
really l)ig pluy fur lmlia with alternative

and the increased nppummmcsforfamr
ers. That said, it isalso true thatabout 80%
of Indian adults consume some form of
meat, and the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization projects that India’s demand
for poultry meat alone could increase by
850% over the next 15 years.

We've already seen Indian companies
adapt alternative protein formats i
leebabs, keema, biryani, and more.
price, and nutrition continue to drive
adoption, and as products improve and
prices fall due to more robust supply
chains, consumers are likely to follow.
You've mentioned alternative meats
can createanew market for farmers.
What would that look like on the
ground?

India s the world's largest producer of
pulses and millets and the fifth-largest
producer of soybean, all of which can
serveas inputs foralternative meats. The
agri torcan beyondsell-
ingtheseasraw commoditiesand convert
lhem mlu high-value for both domestic

ing. and cultivated meat production uses
much of the same infrastructure.

Plus, if plant-based proteins were slot-
tedinto programmes under the Natic
Food Security Actand the mid-d.
scheme, they could supply high-quality
proteinto Indianswhoare in dire need of
more protein.

Right now we are more l:onct:rncd

ds and export.

Thisis similar to how China'sdecision
tolean in onsolar infrastructure and EV
battery rawmaterials and production gen-
eratedjobsacross the country. Withalter-
native meats, India could supply both the
raw inputs, which would generate new
markets for farmers, and it could also lean
inon manufacturing, which would create

bsand inc rease wages inrural commu-

about how

rather than “her(- itis. cnmmgl‘rom

How does alt-meat fitinto that stos
Alternative proteins can help address

the gaps by e xpmdmg access to afforda-

networkof|

ble, 1 culturally appropriate

and policyma tosk ial
1 i sues. Edited excerpts

from the intervie

How is "Meat’ relevant to an Indian
reader, especially since meat con-
sumption in the country is tied not
only to climate and nutrition, but also
rcllglon‘ caste, politics and regional

Indi mulzl play therole foralternative
meat that China has played for renewable
energy and electric vehicles. Itis perfectly
placed to be amanufacturing powerhouse
forboth cultivated and plant-based meat.

nutrition. Processed plant proteins and
mycoprotein deliver protein in higher

where been flat. Plus, a
ble supply chain for these products
could help farmers diversi
resource-intensive crops suchasrice and
wheat ] hjle Ln.dunghmhu u.lums

m rice, wi hcal

es and more forms | cotton, and maize
(the percentage of ingested ients tha for feeq ks in i lerived
the body absorbs and uses for different | proteins or cultivated meat, which can

functions) than unprocessed pulses, for
example. These also provide a lot more
protein than wheat and rice, two key sta-
ples of Indian diets. In cost- -effective,
shelf-stable and fortified formats, alterna-
tive proteins can be incorporated into
school meals and other public nutrition
programmes to address deficien
Although India has a sizeable \ege-
tarian population, getting people to
meatstil

That could bring in tens of billi fdol-

p

provide farmers with additional income
streams beyond harvest.

Finally, favourable procurement poli-
nd incentives to develop local pro-
cessing capacity for pulses, legumes, and
millets can create new opportunities for
farmer organisations, cooperatives, and
s to enter the global alternative
v dlue chain.

Youdon’t wantto tell people what to
cat, but rather leave it to them to

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) forms being filled at a camp in Noida, 2025.

overnment
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anything
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that challenged the deployment of
schoolteachers for SIR. Spoiler alert: It
ends with the court ruling that the Elec-
tion Commission can continue to assign
election duties to teachers but they
must avoid “unbearable” stress
Iwas mesmerised by the elas
and bounciness of this adjective.
Reportsin August say Delhi teachers
are still working backbreaking 11-hour

ity

(left) Bruce Friedrich; and midday meal at a government school in Kolkata.

Meat: How the Next
Agricultural Revolution
will Transform
Humanity’s Favorite
Food—and Our Future:
By Bruce Friedrich, Simon &
Schuster. 320 pages, $29.95

malke that choice for themselves.
‘Why was that important to you?
First, global meat and fish consumption
has et anew record every year since 1961,
through decades of smart, well-funded
advocacy telling people to eat less ofit. If
persuasion worked at scale, we'd have
seenitby now. Second, pers

ays without compensation.

Since I kidnapped you Ancient Mari-
nerstyle with a story from Punjab, let’s
goback there forabit. On the day T
wrote this column, the Union govern-
ment told the Lok Sabha that Punjab
lags behind the national average in

and i tion-
ately high joblessness among the 15-29
age group.

AmIwrongin thinking that govern-
ments (particularly ones that want gar-
gantuan, illogical capital-shifting tasks
done ala Tughlaq) should put their
money where their mouthisand hire
qualified, unemployed people to do
these temporary jobs? Around the
world, countries hire and pay poll work-
ers properly, if not extravagantly. We
coulddo that too. We could also make
the ASHA workers who are already
trained to do amillion tasks calendar
devi-style, permanent. Insuch asce-
nario, a government would have to
actually have arealistic line item in their
budget for staffand not just the puffy
clouds of national interest and duty.

Next year, India turns 80. As Dua Lipa
sang (not in Punjab) “training season’s
over.”

Itwould be great if governments had
to pay to pursue—l am going to be
polite—their passion projects. They
could stop going b: same well
again and again—like that one unclein
the family, that one quiet woman in the
office who gets penalised for their com-
petence. They could let schoolteachers
do the national duty they were origi-
nally hired for.

Nisha Susan is the author of The
‘Women who Forgot to Invent Facebook
and Other Stories.
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thing about your relationship with
food?

Notmuch, honestly. I've been vegan for
almost 40 years and married to a Punjabi
for 24 years; we're pretty setin our dietary
ways. Lots of chole, rajma, dal, saag, roti,
pulmrm aloo, gobi, and other traditional

dietary changeisalot like pensnn
son advocacy on behalf of decreasing
energy consumption or driving less.
Those things may have value, but they're

Punjubi plant-based foods. I also really
love chaat.

‘What changed is how 1 think about
meat. Researching the book meant deep
researchinto quesnom around taste and

nutrition parity, askin; coffee

not how you solve global y
Finally Twanted ludwpolmusethe((m~
versation.

Diet choices are so deeply personal, and
people don’t want to be told what to eat.
Butalternative meat production methods
can have absolutely massive benefits for
the countries that prioritise them—bene-
fitsto economic growth, to foreign direct

shops and in line to board planes what
they think about plant-based and culti-
vated meat, and so on. That made me a
harsher critic than I expected to be.
I'want these products to succeed, so I
wasreally overcompensating, which was
unhclpﬁll Inolonger give them credit for

investment, and to food security. That
requires industrial policy, not person-by-
person diet change.

Has writing this book changed any-

Inow [amreally pushing
sed meatstodo better. Doesit
ste as good? Most don’t yet. A
handful do, and that handful is the num-
ber Lactually care about.
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nce a month, the more

than 1,650 employees of

Haleon across India, Sri

Lanka and Bangladesh

receive a calendar notifi-
ing them to join an online chat
20and president, Indiansub-
continent, Kedar Lele. Attendance isn’t
compulsory, and no one in the British
consumer healthcare company is
expected to get sales figures or a deck
ready for presentation. These sessions,
called “Kandid with Kedar”, are meant to
beinformal chitchats. Inone of them, his
team says, he spent time talking to his
sales team with a white gamcha (cotton
howto protect oneself from the sunin the
field.

Headquartered in the UK, Haleon s the
successor to GlaxoSmithKline's consumer
business, much of which wassold to Uni-
lever in 20]8 Today, Haleon manufac-

i rangeofk hold
s(ap|e bl.mds. mdudmg anmcld Fnu‘

and

balm fodex. The India arm reported
annual revenue of over 33,300 crore in
FY25. Profitsafter taxstood atjust under
650 crore, a 35% jump year-on-year.

Lele, who turns 51 this month, joined
Haleon earlier this year. While the India
arm is headquartered in Gurugram, he
works from the Mumbai regional office.
Weare meeting ina conference roomon
the 48th floor of a spanking new Oberoi
high-rise, a quiet set of offices with a few
people going about their work as the
Malad creek and mangroves stretch into
the Arabian Sea behind them.

Haleon India reported
annual revenue of over
¥3,300 crore in FY25.
Profits after tax stood at
just under 2650 crore, a
35% jump year on year

Lele says he I|N cameup wi xlh th ulca
ofhosting i
yearsago, when he we nrlned atFMCG giant
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL). “All of us
had emotional scars of the pandemic,” he
says. “But we learned how to be personal
despite not being in the same room. Dur-
ingthose days, I used to do one video call
withmy teamevery week because every-
onewasat theirhomes but the sales team
was still working, the factories were still

i products. That time showed
me that communication is what binds
people together.”

He kept at it in Haleon, initially facing
sceptical and nervous colleagues who
weren'tsureifthey should start narrating
personal anecdotes in the office. much
less with their top boss listening. “1
strongly believe that storytelling has a
hugerole to play in building character. It
gives meaning to conversations, and it
connects us to our purpose.”

Lele's pointof view isunusual fora chief
executive, but then he has also had an
unusual career quu»ctory Hl.s nmrlv lhree
decade career
roles in major c

in and transformation was taking place
and Iwastherein Monster.” And when the
rise of modern trade, and later e-com-
merce, changed the business of selling

c] goods, Lele was at

including two decades at Unilever and a
more recent stint as CEO of oil company
Castrol India. Lele calls his career “the
road less travelled”, invoking the classic
lines of the poet Robert Frost. “When [
look back, I sometimes have to pinch
myselfand see, has this really happened?
Because it shouldn't have happened.”
Although Lele got his MBA from the
Indian School nfBusmcsﬁ in Ihdcmbad in

\Y4

Kedar Lele

WALKING THE TALK

Haleon India's CEO on leadership that puts people first, his love for
storytelling, and accepting that he can't be superman

Illustration by Priya Kuriyan

MD. He spent four years there.
“Ichose nottodoit,” hesays, referring
tothe pmposed moveto LoudmL “And 1

goingtoLondon."But1 alw:n sfeltl W ould

bebetteras

stan Unilever, heading
nels asvice-president, starting 2014,
Asmuch as he's known for being can-
did, Leleis also known for taking decisions
against the grain. For one, Lele was never
planning to be in a corporate role. He
always planned to be a bureaucrat, just
like his father, as he moved across the
country, largely attending Hindi medium
schnols AnNCC cadet, Lele abandoncd

2004, his first wasin
advertisingand brand management from
MICA Ahmedabad. Shortly after, he
started his career as an ad executive at
Mudra Communications in Bengaluruin
the late 1990s. Then, he attempted to
launchanadtech startup right at the cusp
ofthe dotcom bust.

Needless to say, that failed. and Lele
found himselfin telecom saleswith elec-
tronics company BPL for a short stint
before switching to brand management
with jobs portal Monster.com in 2001
rightasonline cldssxf eds, mdudmg johs

ing degree tostudy for UPSC
exams. Hewassoon disillusioned with the
complexities of navigating Indian
bureaucracy, where getting the job done
is often secondary to managing power
structures.

“I started realising that the design
behind his (father’s) frequent transfer had
nothing to dowith hisjob, but everything
todowith how he lived hislife,” Lele says.
“Which wasalife of integrity, and calling
a spade a spade. L realised in college... |
didn’t wanta career full of frustration.” He
ended up inadvertising instead.

listings,

Lele says these L'-ll‘l\ experiences
helped shape his career, and pushed him
tomake challenging choices.” Therv have
beenlotsof tr

Many later, in 2017, he:
a chance to move to Unilever's global
headquarters in London and run the
global e-commerce team. Atthetime, he

the last 20 years and I was lucky to have
the front seat to some of them,” he says.
“Advertising was taking shape and the
communications industry was growing
andThadjust joined it. Digital was coming

wasa pres in HUL, leading the
company’s e-commerce, modern trade,
and other sales channels. Instead, he
opted to move to Dhaka and run Uni-
lever's Bangladesh unit, first as chiefoper-
ating officer and later as chairman and

and asymphony maker, rather than play-
ing an instrument or being a functional
leader.” He spent four years in Bangla-
desh, andalso learnt the language during
that time.

His next coun
leaving Unileverin 2024 tojoil S
India unit as MD, India, and vice-presi-
dent, South Asia. Castrol, a household
name in engine oils, was a complete
departure from years of selling soaps,
shampoos, andice creams. “Iwent to Cas-
trol because I felt that there was a huge
consumer business that Castrol had in
terms of recognition,” Lele says. But, the
stintlasted only a yearand a few months,
and Lele quit late last year, planning to
take a sabbatical. Instead, he landed at
Haleon, which is where he says the first
decision he made was walking the talk.

How should the CEO of a consumer
healthcare company lookand carry him-
self? He refers to a famous story of a busi-
nessman whose investor, remarking on
his fitness, had said he could not trust a
man who wouldn't take care of himself
with his money.

“Ifl was going tostand up asthe CEO of
acompany which is about health, would
youbeabletolookat meandsay, Tthink
hemustbelookingafter himself? So, Thad
four monthsbefore Ijoined the company,
and I dropped my weight to 89kg from

A booki that left a big
impression
“The Godfather’, by Mario Puzo

A favourite show/
podcast

‘Chai with P¥, hosted by
leadership trainer and author
Prakash lyer

A formative
childhood
experience?
Marching in the Republic Day
parade in New Delhi in 1991

OI§ L!H

and tha
vilnera

over I00kg. I started sleeping better. My
average sleep used to be between 5.5-6
hours. Inow sleep acompulsory 7hours.
1doyogaevery day without fail. For those
45 minutes;Talso d itati

The culture of an
sation gets set
from the top. When
you are transparent
you also show your
own shortc
[ you are
ble.

)HHH""‘

cingpremium and mass- and
combining great intent with great execu-
tion, Mostimportantly, hesays, one must
bring purpose to the job.

“Great intent cannot

) Ty

day. That has made a huge difference.”
Lele’s next challenge is transforming
the company while the lines blur in (he

be realised without great execution. Exe-
cution can sometimes be boringly pre-
dulable but boring predictability is
beautiful.”

FMCG and pharmac( uuLa] companies,

Mud) of Lele's llfc has involved tread-

oth o

ithfood,

Indian
personal

‘sheenadeli-
cale h‘xlannc to retain his candid nature

promise
better health and wellbeing.

FMCG firms are taking their skincare

ds from /i hemi 1

dermatologists’ offices, while pharma
companies are leaning on their medical
R&D to make more over-the-counter
products that can leave doctors’ offices
and medical stores to be sold in kirana
stores and quick commerce too.
Lele'schallenge, and that of Haleon, is
towalk the tightrope between the classic
sales and marketing playbouk.s of FMCG
and pharmaceutical companies. That is
where his experience of juggling sales and
marketing rolesat HUL comes in handy.
Since taking over, Lele has been
attempting to make Haleon’s premium

gan effective cor
Thatwasa journey, too. “Some of the ini-
tial feedback I got (in corporate leadership
settings) was that it seems ‘you are run-
ninga popularity contest. Youwant to be
nice to everyone',” he says.

Lele worked with an utive coach,
which helped him understand how to
address his tendency to want to be liked
while handling senior corporate roles, “He
(the coach) helped me discover that
because I was changing schools so often,
Twas changing locations every few years,
that I had the need to get accepted.” he
says. "Yougo toanew place, nobody wants
youin the group, right? Youwill find some
similarity. You will crackajoke and build
that connect.”

moreacces-
sible. This year, the company launched
120 toothpaste sachets only in kirana
1 price-s
try out the product.

Lels keeping the consumer at the
Lem.remcruual l(mnybus eSS, Hg drzms

ly, he leaned into a version of
leadership where he could balance taking
charge with the transparency that some-
oneat the top needs to set as an example.
“The culture of an organisation gets set
from the top,” he says. “When you are
transparent you also show your own

ontk hi

“intense”™ h.w_us on the consumer, balan-

shortcomi thaty
Itisagood idea not to be a superman.”
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Don’t hang the ECI just yet

Before deciding that the Election Commission of India
has been unfair to the Opposition, we need to enable it
to work efficiently and transparently

BEYOND IDEOLOGY

RJAGANNATHAN

set things right in future. While the
ECI has pu( out a bland statement

ductingelaborate exercises like SIR.
Inevitably, it will have to use

thatit

information to help it

it would help clear the aur ifallthree
commissioners were to address the
media and take questions both col-
lectively and individually.

But it would also be wise to not
jump to any conclusion on the
alleged biases of the ECL We haveto
note the constraints under which
the Commission hastoworkto keep

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) has been put in the dock,

the y of electoral democ-
racy working, It has to handle close
to a billion voters with limited
resources. It would be more con-

thanks to a report in The Indian structive to suggest effective
Express suggestmg that two of the remedles S0 that snafus like the
have had fvoterscanbe

election ct

differences with the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) on some criti-
calissues, including the conduct of
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls. While Opposition
leaders, including Rahul Gandhi,
have long made the alleged partial-
ity of the ECl an nssue, the Exprevs
report:

avoided. A key point to note is this:
One need not assume consplracy
and unfairnessin the Cc

with the scale of work, and this will
increasingly determine how well it
can include eligible voters. When
software is used to identify and
throw up eligible and ineligible
voters in the current list, it can lead
to large-scale errors and glitches.
But these errors can be corrected
and the software improved in its
next iteration.

Second, the figure of 130 million
likely exclusions from the voter lists
due to SIR has been mentioned in
the Express report. This seems very
large by any standalone measure,
but it needs to be contrasted with
two other numbers: The annual
death rate, and the size of the inter-

working when complexity and occa-
ional i

nal migrant Up to 10
million people dieinIndiaannually,
d jalchunkofthemwill

explain the problems thrown up in

the Expressreport. Here’s why.
First, the Commission has barely

550 direct in its secre-

tion that they previously lacked.
The demand is that CEC Gyanesh

Kumar resign.
While election commissioners
cannot be removed unless they are
theCom-

P
tariatin Delhi, and smaller numbers
in various states, some of which are
larger than entire countries. This
core group can commandeer 10-12
million temporary personnel from

d,inthei its

other civilservicesduring
anati i lection, butit

own credibility, discuss the issues
raised internally and then transpar-
ently tell the public how it is con-
ducting its business, and how it will

is effectively dependent on state
governmentstoprovideit the people
to run post-and pre-election work
like updating voter lists and con-

be older people who will surely be
voters. But the migrant populationis
truly staggering. According to
Census 2011 estimates, some 455
million Indians are internal
migrants, and this number could
only be larger today.

‘When you migrate for work or
other reasons (study or marriage),
either within the state or to a differ-
entstate, the chancesof you beingin
two voter lists are high. This is
because migrants may be registered
athome and also in the places they
work, and the routine work of delet-

ingone does not happen.

Speaking from personal experi-
ence, 1 have worked in four major
cities, and from 13 or 14 different
addresses in these cities. I was not
enrolled as a voter till 1 had crossed
the age of 30, and in two cities (Delhi
and Kolkata), T had no vote at all. In
the remaining two cities, I did not
formally try to delete my name or
change my address when I moved,
and 1{ is likely that my name

insomeofthoseli

when they move. Large-scale dele-
tions are necessary to clean up the
voter lists and add those who are
now 18orolder.

Three, the problem could be with
the software that seeks to identify
duplicationsand the deceased. With
no human oversight possible on
such large databases, clearly the
Commission has its work cut out in
ensuring that deletions are cross-
checked by someone with more
than a software that

after I had left. Any update of voter
lists will have to remove my name
fromatleast oneor two placeswhere
Ido not stay anymore. If this is the
case with me, why would this not
happen on a massive scale among
migrant workers? Few people Iknow
bother to get their names deleted

merely throws up “logical” discrep-
ancies, especially when names and
addresses may be misspelt badly or
wrongly. In a country with such a
large migrant population, there will
be hundreds showing the same
address as their residence. They
can’tall be disenfranchised without

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Tyttt
00000000000

T

ahuman recheck.

Four, one criticism of the SIR
exercise is that it has found very few
illegal immigrants on the voters’
lists. And most of those deletions
that wentintoappeal in West Bengal
did notturnout tobe llegals. Butcan
one expect an SIR exercise to do
what a National Register of Citizens
(NRC) must do painstakingly?

Five, and this is a clear takeaway
fromthe SIRissues. SIRmay be vital,
buttryingtodoitjust monthsbefore
a state or general election puts too
much pressure on the human
resources available. And when state
governmentsdecide to be uncooper-
ative, like the one in West Bengal,
which putevery obstacleinthe ECI's
way to disrupt the conduct of SIR,
the exercise cannot be done well.

This should lead us to a simple con-
clusion: Before an election, only
summary revisions must be allowed;
SIRsshould be doneinthe five years
after, before the next Assembly or
general elections.

To sum up, five conclusions are
mandated.

1.The Supreme Court should set
clear guidelines for the conduct of
ECI business, especially how it
builds consensus or votes on critical
issues. These should be recorded so
that we know whosaid whatin these
meetings, and why some decisions
were taken. We know that two com-
missionersdid notalwaysagree with
the CEC onsomeissues, butwe don’t
know whether both commissioners
were against the CEC on every deci-
sion flagged by the Expressreport, or
one of them agreed with the CEC,
thus making a lawful majority.

2.The Commission clearly needs
more permanent staff.

3.Ifthe EClis notto be burdened
with the task of weeding out non-
citizens from the voterlists, theNRC
isamust. A political consensus must
bebuilt for conductingan NRC every
decade, possibly midway between
two Censuses.

4.WheneverSIR isdone, political
parties must help with the process.
Whenever they did — as in Kerala
and Tamil Nadu — the SIR work
went smoothly.

5. To eliminate the dead, some
way of using civil death registers
along with the voter lists must
be found.

So, before we decide that the
ECI has been unfair to the Opposi-
tion, we need to start making
these changes so that the Commis-
sion can indeed work efficiently
and transparently.

The writer is a senior journalist

Smoke and mirrors

aged towinaround70 percent of
theseatsinth 1

Now,

Mr Reddy has
s

ions.

Modi and the third-year trough

wit . On the positive side, politically, Mr Modi has no internal

minerals have along lead time.

PLAIN POLITICS

ADITI PHADNIS

In 2023, a parliamentary panel
headed by Sushil Modi, a Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) member,
had recommended reducing the
age limit to contest Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls to 18 from
the current25. The proposal met
with pushback from the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
which told the panel that “it is
i 1d

The only threat is the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) elec-
tions, restructured Ll][D the
GHMC, C

g
look into all these disputes and
sort them out. The Bharat Rash-
traSamithi (BRS), whichisinthe
Opposmon claims this will only
1i forinsiderdeals,

Y
Corporation, and Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation. These
have been delayed by a year
and have previously served as
a dipstick for Telangana’s
urban vote. The GHMC
covered 150 wards, and when
the 2020 polls were held, the
BJP saw the most dramatic
gain, more than doubling its
vote share. The pattern
repeated itselfin the Assembly
polls — though the BJP got
only about 14 per cent of the
vote share, that figure was
stuck at 7 per cent in the pre-
vious two Assembly polls.

ictoexpect 18-y
to possess the necessary experi-
ence and maturity for these
responsibilities™.

A few months ago, presum-
ably riding on the back of GenZ
protests, Telangana Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy announced
that a special session of the
Assembly would be called torec-
ommend to the Centre that the
minimumage tocontest Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha elections be
reduced to 21 from 25 at present
and to the Rajya Sabha and
Legislative Councils to 25 from
the current 30, via a constitu-
tionalamendment. That session
is yet to happen. His party. the
Congress, has not reacted tothis.
But Mr Reddy is trying to create
a constituency for himself
despite appearing comfortably
ensconced in power.

The Congress government in
Telangana faces no real electoral
challenge. Assembly polls are
scheduled only for 2028, Barring
one seat, no other by-election is
due. With 76 out of the 119 seats
in the Assembly, the Congress is
sitting pretty, with seven
members of its ally, the Majlis-e-
Ittehad ul Muslimeen, firmly
behind it. Most local-body polls
are over. The Congress has man-

True, T isnot Hydera-
bad. But for Mr Reddy, the
storm clouds are gathering.

This is why some of the
moves his government has
made recently are so inexplic-
able. Hyderabad and sur-
rounding areas have seen
massive expansion in the last
few decades. Since land rec-
ords, as in most state capitals,
were not digitised, vast tracts
of urban land on which resi-
dential ga(ed commumnes

and

exprupnanou and bribery. Itsays
thelandinquestionisaround 9.8
million acres. A small fraction is
private land. By “regularising”
these structures, the govern-
mentwill only create morelitiga-
tion and an opportunity for
rent-seeking.

Obviously, this will impact
the GHMC polls and the gen-
eral mood in the state. So, for
Mr Reddy, having a fallback, a
new constituency of clear-eyed
young people, is important.
But thesethings take time. And
the Opposition never fails to
remind voters that Mr Reddy is
originally of BJP stock — his
first election was as a candi-
date of the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad. He then
joined the Telugu Desam Party
and later cameto the Congress.
Many older-generation Con-
gress leaders had been toiling
for decades before he was
foisted on them. And so, even
as he tries to create a new
ground-level constituency, Mr
Reddy has to disarm and pen-
sion off an older generation of
C

ere
built was land for wlnch
ownership was not clear. To
correct this, the government
armed itself with Section 22A
of the Registration Act (1908),
giving itself the powers to put
certain lands (like govern-
ment, assigned, forest and
wagflands) on the “prohibited
list”. Land on this list could not
be registered. But during past
land-record updates thou-
sands of acres of genuine pri-
vate patta lands and entire
residential colonies were also
placed on the prohibited list
(22A). On the other hand, col-
onies were also built on land
belonging to waqgfs and the
cantonment. In short, land
ownership was a mess.

He’s lucky that
on that front he has no real
challengers within the party.

But luck cannot be strategy.
While continuing the BRS's wel-
faresch he

challenge. His party, allies, and the Cabinet are cohesive

If you promise you won't Google, I'll ask you three
questions.

One, how many Chief Election Commissioners
(CECs) preceded Gyanesh Kumar in the Modi era?

Second, can you recall even one?

And third, how many CECs can you remember
beginning 19507

The answer to the first is, eight. Eight CECs have
served honourably and faded away in the Modi era,
during which the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), asits
ownspokesperson acknowledged, has “lost 20 elec-
tions” and was reduced to 240 in the Lok Sabha in
2024. You'd, of course, remember T N Seshan inthe
nineties for how he reinvented the institution. S Y
Quraishi for being so active in civilised public
debate. And probably, Manohar Singh Gill. That’s
partly because he successfully took on Seshan’s
“dictatorship” along with fellow Elec- -
tion Commissioner GV G Krishnamurty g
in1993-95, paving the way for the prin-
ciple of the “three members being
equal”. Also, partly because Gillbecame
aminister of state (MoS,) in the Manmo-
han Singh Cabinet. The remaining 22
CECs quietly retired, their reputations
mostlyintact. As for the great institution
they led, many enhanced it. Hardly any-

never be prosecuted for any action as CEC. The
Opposition can threaten but they don't have the
numbers to impeach him. If the government “per-
suades™ him to go, political consequences will be
severe, with so many elections coming up, leading
uptothe bigone in the summer 0f2029. He can stay
till his term ends on January 26, 2029. It will just be
averylong 27 months. The bind that the “system”is
caught in is classic Lady Macbeth.

For the Modi government, this has come at a
juncture that’s usually troublesome in India — the
third year of the incumbent. Going back 60 years to
theIndira erabeginning January 1966, every govern-
ment hasshown fatigue and drifted by aboutitsthird
year.Onlythosethat rei iticsorgov-
ernment were able to fight their way out of this trap.

Indira Gandhi did so by splitting her party in
1969, taking a hard Left turn and find-
ing an ideological ally in the Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) to match this.
She won a big majority in 1971, but was
inadownward spiral by 1974. Evenafter
she returned in 1980, her government
had lost direction by 1983. If Rajiv swept
the elections after her assassination, it
'was mostly because of the nationalistic
surge she had already built, especially

body hurtit. NAT'ONAL in the Hindi heartland, with Operation

Even I, having covered politics and INTERES-I- Blue Star. Rajiv, despite his majority of
elections for nearly 50 years now, can 415inaHouse 0f 545, also lost direction
recall only a handful of names — some SHEKHAR GUPTA by 1987 and never recovered. Asdid PV

whom I knew personally from before
they became CEC, and others with whom I inter-
acted with professionally.

The first one I spoke with was R K Trivedi (June
18, 1982 to December 31, 1985). This was in the con-
text of the disastrous election Indira Gandhi forced
on Assam in the face of a violent mass boycott that

for
investment. With more than 500
global capability centres (GCCs),
Hyderabad has20 percent ofthe
GCC workforce in India. Despite
HiB glitches and information
technology struggling to rein-
ventitselfintheartificial-intelli-
gence era, the momentum in
Telangana has not really slowed.
Capital expenditure in the 2026-
27 state Budget is 20 per cent
more than in the previous year
though the state is heavily in
debt. For the moment, Revanth
Reddy isin asweetspot. Buttwo
yearsisalongtime in politics.

about 7,000lives. Why did herailroad an
election like this, T asked Trivedi. “T have to be prac-
tical,” was his short answer. It became a much-
quoted line.

Thislong preamble wading 75 years backis to put
inperspectivethe facxthat Gyanesh Kumar has now
become among our
26 CECs. He obviously dldn 't seek this “fame”. But
he can’t shake it off. Nor can the Modi government
disown him. However, the indications are that
they’d wish todoso. Hear the sharp criticism target-
inghim by many influential includ-

Narasimha Rao. He had a rousing start
with the 1991 reform. By 1993, his government was
dead man walking, crippled by Ayodhyaand Arjun
Singh’s “secular” rebellion.

How did Mr Modi get over the third-year hump
in his first two terms? In the first, the triple highs of
demonetisation,  Uri/surgical  strike  and
Pulwama/Balakot turned the tlde In his secoud
term, hedidn’tfindsucha
ultimately fell short of majority in 2024. This is now
the third year of his third term.

Even in football, or hockey, which is more fam-
iliar to us especially in this week of the Asiad,
coaches know the imperative of fresh legs. The best
playerstire, and you need substitutes rolling in and
out. Historically, tired governments have responded
with Cabinet reshuffles to bring in fresh legs and to
change the headlines. This government has had a
toit for too long now.

ing noted TV anchor Rajat Sharma, whom nobody
would call an Opposition meg:

Externally and internally, it's facing piled-up
The isgrowing, butjobs and

Gyanesh Kumar’s position |s amonﬂthe highest

V.
Nobody can fire hlm With the new 2023 1aw, he can

wages aren’t. Too many lightweight chief min-
isters are drifting. The new big bets, semiconduc-
tors, private defence production, and critical

Internationally, with Donald Trump, Xi Jinping
and Vladimir Putin finding the classical big power
modus vivendi, India has a very fraught maze to
navigate. Note the clear indications from Washing-
ton that Mr Putin is likely tobe invited to this year’s
G20 being hosted by the United States. This opens
opportunities for India, like Europe and Canada.
Butit also complicates things, given critical depen-
dencies on all three big powers.

Then begins the flurry of elections: First Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, and Gujarat, followed the next year
by the bellwether Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. These are only the
major states. Elections here will be held under the
watch of awounded EC, and the OppOSlLlD[l hasits
script. Ifitwi y , itwill say
mentison its way out. If it loses, it'll insist the elec-
tion has been stolen.

On the positive side for Mr Modi, politically,
there’s no internal challenge. His party, allies and
the Cabinet are cohesive. As I wrote earlier, people
might nurse ambitions, but nobody would even
dare to whisper the “S” word.

All of the three or four people looking at a future
know they can’t lead the BJP to win in 2029. They
need Mr Modi to win a fourth term. Think Advani,
Murli Manohar Joshi, Pramod Mahajan in 2003.
They all wanted Vajpayee to win the 2004 election
for them. Today’s seniors will rally around Mr Modi
even more strongly.

How to pull his third-term government out of its
third-year trough, Mr Modi would know best.
Whether it takes change, or a shuffle of personnel,
or new ideas and projects, he would know. But the
first priority must be to restore the respect forthe EC
asIndia’s most valuable institution.

There’san toIndian
that1.4sbillion Indians so cherish — free elections,
decade upon decade, evenas
come and go. Our democracy is a greater common
good for the world, as Rahul Gandhi also acknowl-
edged. And if it is so, and the election processsits at
itsvery heart, whoshould goouttodefend it?It can’t
beleft to the party spokespeople.

From Modi government and the EC’s point of
view, the ideal thing would've been for the three ECs
to sit together, answer questions, smile at cameras
and tell the nation “all is well”. That it hasn’t hap-
pened underlines the magnitude of the challenge.
Prime Minister Modi proudly calls India the
“mother of democracy”. Shouldn't he be the ideal
person to come out and defend the sanctity and
integrity of its election process? Who knows, it may
even pull hisgovernment and party out of that third-
year lassitude. Unconventional calls do sometimes
workin politics.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

India’s best D2C brand has abeard

A A
YES, BUT...

SANDEEP GOYAL

If you want to understand direct-
to-consumer (D2C) business in
India, stop watching Shark Tank.
Look at a Saturday night congrega-
tion at the Isha Yoga Centre in
Coimbatore. 10,000 people have
paid¥50,000 each tositin front ofa
man with a flowing beard, riding a
motorcycle, telling them that their

engineering degree is the reason
they are unhappy. That man,
Sadhguru, has a better business
model than 90 per cent of the uni-
corns in Bengaluru.

Welcome to India’s fastest grow-
ing D2C business: Spirituality.

We like to think spirituality is
ancient. Actually, the business of
spirituality is very, very new age. It
hascracked theexact code that every
D2C founder dreams of: Zero cost of
customer acquisition through guilt,
infinite lifetime value through fear,
and a product that never has to be
delivered because the customer is
told the defect is in them.

Let’s do a profit & loss tour of the
big players.

Ramdev: The FMCG disruptor
Before there was “natural” and
“chemical-free,” there wasa man in

saffron doing backbendson Aastha
channel at 6 am. Ramdev under-
stood something IIM grads didn’t:
Indians don’t buy products, they
buy purity.

He built Patanjali Ayurved in
2006 on one insight — that Hindus-
tanUnileverwasan East India Com-
pany selling chemicals. His first
product wasn't toothpaste. It was
distrust.

‘Themodel: Free content (yogaon
TV), community (Bharat Swabhi-
‘man camps), then conversion (Dant
Kanti). No ad spend. No distributor
margin. Just devotion.

At its peak in 2017, Patanjali did
10,500 crore in revenue, bigger
than Dabur and Emami combined.
The pitch was perfect D2C: “MNCs
loot you, we heal you.”

Then the classic D2C trap —
overextension, quality issues, the

strange Coronil episode during
Covid, when he claimed to have
cured coronavirus in a lab that
didn't exist. The revenue fell to
6,000 crore, then bounced back
after acquiring Ruchi Soya.
Butlookat theasset hestill owns:
200 million WhatsApp forwardsthat
actas free media. No Boat has that.

Sa : Lululemon of oksha
1f Ramdev is the mass-market Col-
gate, Sadhguru is the premium ath-
leisure brand. Jaggi Vasudev doesn’t
sellyouoil. He sells you the idea that
you are broken. His product suite is
amasterclass in upselling:

Top of funnel: Free YouTube
videos — “5 reasons you are
depressed” — 10 million views.

Middle funnel: Inner Engineer-
ing—325,000 for seven sessions.

Bottom funnel: Shoonya, Linga

Bhairavi consecration, Mahashiv-
ratri overnight —I1lakh to¥5lakh.

Retention: Volunteer for free, get
anidentity.

He has taken a leaf from Apple.
The ashram is the store, the volun-
teers are the Genius Bar, the bike is
the product placement. The Isha

¥3,000 for something you can get
at Pooja Samagri for ¥50. Why
does it sell? Because the receipt
comes with meaning.

The Artof Living and Listening
If Sadhguru is Apple, Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar is Starbucks. Everywhere,

Foundation claimsto consistent, slightly
have 11 million vol- —————————  sweet.
unteers. Thatsnota  FORGET MAMAEARTH Art of Living
following, that's an AND BOAT, THEMOST  started asabreathing
unpaid  workforce ~ LOYAL AND REPEAT coursein1981. Today
that pays you to CUSTOMERSININDIA it's in 180 countries,
work. BELONG TO A MAN with30,000teachers.
Last Mahashiv- WHO TELLS YOU TO The flagship product,
ratri, Isha live- CLOSEYOUR EYES Sudarshan  Kriya,
streamed to 200 ANDBREATHE costs T3,000 in India
million people., = and $395 in the US.
Coldplay would kill Same breath,
for those numbers. And unlike dynamic pricing.

Coldplay, he doesn’'t need to pay
Sony Music. His music is silence.
The merchandise is genius:
From soil (Save Soil movement —
raised $100 million in global
goodwill) to rudraksha beads at

‘What Sri Sri perfected is fran-
chising spirituality. Like McDon-
ald’s. He doesn't teach. His
teachers teach. He certifies. That's
asset-light scaling.

And the D2C extension is flaw-

less: Art of Living has incense sticks,
Ayurveda supplements, a publish-
ing house, honey, ghee, and a line of
clothesthat look like you are about to
attend asatsang. All sold through its
own stores, its own website, and its
own army of devotees who would
never question the margin.

During the 2016 World Culture
Festival on the Yamuna floodplain,
the National Green Tribunal fined
Art of Living %5 crore for environ-
mental damage. He paid it, raised
twice that amount in donations the
next month. Try doing that if you're
adetergent brand.

Every D2Cbabahasa fishingrod.
If you leave a guru, you lose your
identity, your community, and your
mother says youwill goto hell.

‘The babas have built what every
Venture Capital says it wants: Com-
munity-first, content-led, mission-
drivenbrands with insane retention.

Long live the baba!

‘The writer is chairman, Rediffusion
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LIFE IS STRANGE

POP SOME CORN
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. A thought for today

A designer knows he has achieved perfection not when there is
nothing left to add. but when there is nothing left to take away

P ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPERY

The Tata Dispute

Management is important. So are shareholder rights
Now that Tata Sons has formally told Tata Trusts that

Chandrasekaran’s reappoi isvalid, the disp:
headed for courts. Given Tata Group's importance, in terms

Where Have The Pretty Things Gone?

We eat fast, work fast, travel fast, live fast. But it is all momentary, and therefore, functional.
Beauty is the natural casualty of this lifestyle led by comfort and convenience

Nandini Sen Gupta

Asatoddler inthelate1960s, Iremember
spending hours at my mother’s dressing
table. The rectangular mirror was
draped in a cover that my mother had
crocheted herself. The bottles on the
table looked exotic. Among them,
three items have stayed stuck in my memory. First: a

of business, jobs, valuesand thelarger Indiastory, staket will
includegovt, regulatory institutions, and the wider public. They will,
rightly, want arelatively quick resolution. A long-drawn court battle
doesn’t do anything positive for India’s most-admired corporate
brand. A speedier result will perhaps be easier to obtain if both sides
see the merit in some key principles.

The role of professional management in
modern companies, especially conglomerates,
is crucial. Modern businesses are complex
affairs. They need the experience and
expertise professionals bring. Opinions of
these professionals matter. Also, while the

=—— being a good corporate citizen, it doesn't

ically imply i ility in all corporate governance
structures. Discussions on some structures like trusts can be a
partof plans of how the conglomerate evolves.

But what is being overlooked by some pundits analysing
intricate details of the Tata dispute, is that shareholder rights
must get the importance they deserve. Shareholders, whether few
ormany, controllingor otherwise, are the real owners of acompany:
Ownership should imply a say in key decisions. It’s worth noting
that shareholder primacy has historically proven good for businesses,
both in terms of returns and values; the latter is relevant for
companies inclined towards good corporate practices, as Tatas
generally have been. Making ownership rights count should be
a part of any Tata settlement. The durability of the settlement
depends, in part, on that. Shareholders who feel shortchanged
are as undesirable for a large corporate entity as management
that feels hemmed in. Tata Group needs neither - that’s what both
sides in the dispute should remember.

Walkout Nations

In UNGA protest-exits, Bibi trumped all
Walkouts are infashionat UNGA. The platform that sees close

t0200 worldleaders pontificate on global affairs, has already

seen delegates of very many countries turn their back on
speakers. Chief MAGA himself triggered the first walkout-Trump’s
assertion that he had a choice to make, whether to make a deal with
Iran or annihilate the Islamic Republic, saw the Iranian delegation
head for the exit. The Cubans cried ‘Ay caramba!” and followed suit,
when POTUS called their country a “failing state”.

Not to be outdone, Erdogan got the Israeli
delegationtoexercisetheirlegsbymentioningthe
G-word (Gaza, if youare wondering). But, Pezeshkian’s
speech only inspired a solitary US toseek

perfume bottle with hand-painted cabbage
roses and a mesh-fabric squeeze bulb to help spray
the scent. Second: a Lakmé lipstick in a beautiful

multiple generations. A monogrammed hair brush.
A beautifully carved brass paan-daan (betel leaf box).
Long-handled candle snuffers. Hand-embroidered
bed linen. Ceramic kitchen jars. Kansa plates and
bowls to eat off. Home-made mithai in the shape of
fish or butterflies. Hand embroidered wall-hangings.
Thelist goeson.

It's not that we don't live comfortable lives today.
We earn and spend more than our parents and
grandparents could ever dream of. But the flip side of
that consumption clout is a lifestyle that comes witha

were not in a hurry to meet a deadline. Generations
worked on the Kailasa Temple in Ellora, and even
lesser-known sacred spaces were built, rebuilt, expanded
over generations.

Hermann Hesse calls this the triumph of creativity
over mortality, a human footprint that refuses to die.
In his book Narcissus and Goldmund, he writes, “When
artists create pictures and thinkers search for laws
and formulate thoughts, it is in order to salvage
something from the great dance of death, to make
somethmg lasl longer than wedo.”
thisintentionaland unhurried

sell-bydate. Welivei

gold-toned metal body. Third:
surmadani (kohl-bottle), wluch was so E

pretty, it continued to be displayed in our &
knickknack cabinet long after its contents
hadbeenused up.

Looking at my own modest make-up
collection today, I realise there's not one
item in there that I would want to hold on
to, much less display. Everything is mostly
plastic-cased. Even when the occasional
bottleismadeof glass, itisso cut-and-dried
functional that no one would want to
collect itanyway.

Make-up, inmy world, is a use-and-throw
routine. Quick, easy to use, often on-the-go.
Make-up in my mother’s world was a pause.

‘Aquiet momentof luxury inahecticday.

‘Which brings me to an epidemic that
hassweptour world for thelasthalf century
orso - the slow death of beauty in everyday
life. Our 1920s ancestral home carried some
of the trends of its age - green-shuttered
windows, red-oxide floors witha black border
around the room, marble-topped tables in the corner;
Art Deco settee with hooped arms and a cane-panel
backrest, brass and Bakelite switchboards.

These were functional elements, in tune with the
climate and socio-economic world that the house
inhabited. But they were also beautiful. Not the
beauty that screams expensive tastes and exotic

acquisitions (my middle-class family could not
afford a Belgian mirror or a crystal chandelier, for
example) but simple, everyday beauty which the
generations before us valued.

A hand-crocheted doily on a glass of water, for
example. Intricately handcrafted jewellery that lasted

i

not lumbering houses that will stand for a century.
We are surrounded by amenities that make our lives
easier but are easily and necessarily disposable. Our
clothes are fast fashion. Our food is often fast food.
Ourentertainment is byte-sized social media.

Every ‘modern livingis pr atscale
and consumed at scale. Often in a hurry We eat fast

creativity is our cultural DNA. Everything,
from Kalidasa's poetry to the Chola bronze
murtis ion
that has always been our clv].hsatxonal core.

Sri calls this a ion of
Goddess Lakshmi.

“Harmony and beauty of the mind and
soul, harmony and beauty of the thoughts
and feelings, harmony and beauty in every
outward act and movement, harmony and
beauty of life and surroundings, this is the
demand of Mahalakshmi,” he writes. India’s
civilisational high noon, the classical era,
symbolised this beauty benediction in
everything, including daily life.

In Meghadutam, Kalidas describes the
Yaksha's house thus: “coloured with red
dye; conchandlotusemblem on the doorway;
a coral tree climbing to the roof, laden with
sweet-smelling flowers. A small lily pond
in the garden, its steps covered in green
moss. Swans gliding between half-opened
lotus buds...The air is fragrant as women
dry their hair with incense smoke, which wafts out
through latticed wmdows Peacocks dance on rooftops.
Birdcall fills theair.”

It's so pretty it feels like a Monet painting. In today’s
cynicallingo, it would be too perfect. As the postmodern
world celebrates imperfection, beauty without flawshas
become plastxc Every\‘.hmg prettyis necessanly twee if

work fast, travel fast, live fast. But it is all
therefore, functional. The natural casualty of tlus
comfort-and-convenience-led lifestyle is beauty Because
creating something beautiful takes time.

Monks who worked on the rock cliffs of Ajanta
over centuries, carvingand painting wallsof thecaves,

notstr: . Modern-day defines
character through conflict. The darker the picture, the
better the redemption. Creating beauty does not have a
performati jon. So, it by the wayside.
Itis time we claimed it back for our times.

Sen Gupta isajournalistand author

‘I Like How Dating Lingo Names The Greyest Areas’

Situationships to FWB to Gaslighting, what do relationships gain from slang? It's a very precise
identification of behaviours that used to leave people wondering what, exactly, was happening

Radhika Vaz

Young people have a
bewildering number of
ways to describe and
experience relationships.
It's foreign to an older

=

N7

fresh air. Pezeshkian needs to work harder to fill
his predecessor Ahmadinejad’s big shoes. In 2010,
Ahmadinejad had delegates from over 30 countries
stomp out, thanks to his voicing the conspiracy
theory that Washington itself had orchestrated 9/11.

No prizes for guessing the present-day champion of triggering
walkouts - for the second year in arow, it was Netanyahu. Last year,
delegatesfrom 77 countries exited when he started hisaddress. This
year, around 80 countries staged a walkout. The Lion of Judahroared—
to empty seats. Reality is, as the world becomes more complicated,
even dysfunctional, walkouts at UNGA are only to be expected. Is it

time torechristen UN? Not a talk shop but a walkout ramp.

If Intelligence Wants To

Grow, Can

We Stop It?

The larger point we forget in humans vs Al debate

arringasmall cohortof founders,

investors and tech evangelists,

humans have started on an

adversarialnote with AL chiefly
due to widespread concerns about
job loss. You can't love something
that's coming for your livelihood.
But in his book, Emergence: How
Our Twenty-Watt Brains Unlocked
Intelligence Beyond Biology, CEO
of Al learning platform Amplifire,
Bob Burgin, shows why we might
want to take keener interest in
AT'sdevelopment.

In short, it's about continuity.
Homo sapiens represents the most
evolved form of biological intelligence
on Earth, It is possible that, in a few
hundred thousand vears perhaps, there

willbeasmarter Homo = -
ies. B
pece e ppaimelfield

thelearning system kicks in.”

Early attempts to create Al in the
1980s and 1990s failed because they
overlooked the learning. Instead,
theytried touse complexalgorithms—
laying down lots of instructions - to
simulate intelligence. They also failed
because processors at that time
weren't powerful. But this time, we
haven't tied down AULLMs with
conditional statements. Instead, “We
have given it the ability tolearn.”

Burgin admits this machine

or human i
but it doesn’t matter. Armed with
limitless energy and processing
power, it can learn through trial and
error. “The (AI) breakthrough...was
about brute force
learning: show a
network millions of

of it as a force that
has used biological
organisms, us inclu-
ded, togrow-wantto
wait that long?

As Burgin points
out, biology limits
the capabilities of
our brains. They do
marvellous things —

“spectacular levels of
cognition, abstraction
and creativity” -
usingonly about20W =
power. Why didn’t we evolve 50W or
100W brains? Because food to fuel them
‘was scarce through our evolutionary
history. But now that energy is

mta\hgence has got its chance m
break biological constraints.
Critics will argue Al isn't real
justapredicti

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

examples, letitmake
billions of mistakes,
and it will eventually
predict with uncanny
accuracy.”

That’s how Alpha-
Go AI beat world
champion Lee Sedol
at a game of “go” in
2016. And while it's
inelegant, this app-
roach has made Al
modelsexponentially
faster and smarter.

Al scientists admit they don't
fully understand how the models
work. AThas shown it candeceiveand
manipulate human supervisors, it
can defy instructions - for instance
when it hacks into external systems —
and it can prioritise its own survival.
But those behaviours sound like

igh-level intelli

Yes, but isn't human intelligence
also a kind of prediction system?
“Newborn brains arrive not as blank
slates, but assophisticated prediction
engines,” says Burgin, “a two-week-old
infant is watching the world; not
passively, but actively.” Studies show
infants and adults alike become
attentive when something unexpected
‘happens, likeamagician pullingarabbit
outof ahat. “Thebrain isnotarecorder:
It is a prediction engine, a guesser...
when expectations are disrupted,

g

That's why Burgin says, Al is “an
extension of us. It is the externalisa-
tion, a digital impersonation...of our
prediction-response learning archi-
tecture.” Inother words, “intelligence”
is not dependent on human biology
anymore. It may be ready to make
the big leap, spread beyond Earth, on
machines. That raises an interesting
question: if snails couldn't stop the
rise of smarter slugs, and primates
couldn’t stop intelligent humans,
can westop AI?

observer, learning the
lingo is also discovering how much
language can help us understand our
own feelings.

At53Ihave finally cometoaccept that
1 look my age. What I continue to
have a hard time with is how much I
sound my age. When I am with young
people, I don't envy their physical
beauty, I covet their verbal dexterity,
their ability to quickly and efficiently
absorb all the new language of their
generation. Some people chase facelifts
and hair plugs, I chase terminology.
When I am around them, I know I am
obsolete because the words I use to
express myself are old. My way of
speaking, in their way of putting it,
isCRINGE.

There is nothing sexier than using
anew word and sounding natural while
doing it, like fluently ordering food in
French in France. People who do that
are not cringe, they are FIRE. I am not
fire.Taman UNC. As inUncle.

But I remember a time, in 1987, when
Tknew the words. Michael Jackson had
released the album Bad, a word that
actually meant good, and knowing that
made me bad. Today I am not bad. I am
BASIC, which is dull, boring, mainstream,
straight, lame. Isitcringe?Tasked my niece.
She winced and told me that my use of
cringe was so cringe they may have to
come up with a new word for cringe.

In a world that is always changing,

‘words are changing too. Old words take
on new meaning and every year new
words are discovered and added to the
Oxford Dictionary. BOOTYLICIOUS in
2004, RAGE BAIT in 2025, and I await
the 2026 addition with bated breath. Or
isitrage bated breath. Cringe.

And whilemy primary goal in learning
‘Young People Stuff is to sound DOPE, my
fascination with their vernacular runs
deeper: 1 don’t even see it as slang, it's

options. Today helps
people decide who they really are. And we
can put bullies in their place by calling
out BODY-SHAMING,

scrsnannc and O Liffle And Love

STORIES OF THE WAY WE ARE Vord- get wi

‘Words have power_

But the ones that intrigue me most
are those that help guide young people
through the minefield of dating. Back in

the dark ages you were either single or a

—
GOBLINTIMATE
Sharing @ secy
and unpnﬁxied fife

modern vot:;bulaxy some of whlch has
changed the way we see the world. Likethe
‘word CONSENT. An old word with new
‘meaning. And if you don't know what it
‘means you could get CANCELLED.

Then there are words that helped
people see themselves more clearly, like
QUEER. In the 1980s you were a boy or a
girl, you were expected to be straight but,
if inthe world of art and culture, you could
be gay. And that was it. Those were the

couple. But for many of us there was all
this greyarea that we frequently inhabited,
wilfully or not, and we had no language
to describe any of it. We suffered
silently at worst and inarticulately at
best, muddling through a landscape of
undefinable emotional trauma.

But my niece and her friends have it
different. She told me that in 2026 you can
be ina SITUATIONSHIP, be FWB (friends
with benefits), be WILDFLOWERING, or

Calvin & Hobbes

TIMES ARE TOUGH FOR US
SUBURBAN

POST-MOPERNISTS .

WELL, PEORLE

RELUCTANT TO PAY FOR
SIDENALK DRAWINGS THAT
STAY WHERE THEY ARE AND
WASH AWAY 1N THE RAN .

SEEM TO BE

AND NOWADANS, MOBODY WANTS
TAY MONEN T SUPPORT ART,
AND CORPORATIONS WONT
UNDERWRITE ME BECAUSE

COULDNT YOu \

SUPPORT NOUR

ART WITH WHAT, YoU
ANOTHER JOB? | MERN MORK 7

just i person whorefusestoDTR
(define the relationship). The fact that my
spellcheck is red-flagging situationship
makes me cringe by the
way. C'mon Microsoft
ith the

programme. Literally.

Knowing that your ex was being
nice by giving you the SLOW FADE
rather than GHOSTING you, that
another ex ZOMBIED yvou, or that a
1eal]y bad ex known for GASLIGHTING
is now ORBITING, can clear up a lot
of ion. No more
because there is a word or acronym
that adequately describes good, bad,
and hideous dating behaviour.

This is a far healthier oral landscape
than what I had. It validates your
position, explains things to nosey
friends, and helps you process feelings.
Or FEELS, that you do not have by
the way you CATCH them.

My niece knows when someone is
CHALANT and when she is being
BREADCRUMBED and she isn't standing
for it. Meanwhile her best friend told
me that she got the ICK because this
guy she was TALKING TO (which isnot
talking by the way, Ancients) became
GOBLINTIMATE. And both girls are
experiencing deep HETEROFATALISM
because guys are SUS.

For the record, I understood nothing
of what they were saying, until one of
them told me that she saw a BADDIE in
the lobby of my building and my face lit
up with recognition. I guess if you stick
around long enough everything comes
back around. And while I will never be
a RIZZLER, a BALLER, or a GOAT, for
amomentI feltless cringe.

Thewriter isa standup comedian

Sacredspace

When e tackle
obstacles, we find
hiddenreserves
of courageand
resilience we did
not know we had.
Anditisonly
when we are faced with failure dowe
realise that these resources were always
therewithinus. We only need to find
themand move onwith our lives.

APJ Abdul Kalam

Metaphysics: Finding Meaning In Origin Of Universe

Ttleaves the mystery open.

‘Wisdom, sometimes, means having

the courage toremain with the question.
Indic Lhought offersanother possibility:

Ganesh Kolambakar emerged with the universe. Perhaps
there was something before the Big
‘odern physics has taken us Bang. Perhaps there was no ‘before’ at
extraordinarily close to the all. When science reaches houndanes
originof ourohservablemuwerse of what can cur[emly
Weknow that the universe i empirically

and that, about13.8 billion years ago, it
‘was inan extremely hot and dense state
associated with the Big Bang. However,

another way of exploring Lhe
mystery. Thousands of years
ago, sages of India were

one question nly open:
What came before the BlgBang"

ing the same
fundamental question.

‘When we trace f the
universe backwards using Einstein’s
theory of general relﬂnvxty ‘wearrive
atwhati ity a point

Sukta,

creatwn hymnof Rig Ved,

is one of the most proround
inquiries into

where our present mathematical

theoriginof existence. It asks
whatexisted before creation.

description breaks down.
Th ity may simply indicate
that our current understanding has
reached itslimit. And thatraisesa
more fundamental question: lf there

Was ther nonex-
istence? Was there something
ornothing? Who could know

how creation came into being?

wasa’ what gaver hi
beginning? Science does not yet havea
definitive answer: In fact, the word before
itself becomes problematic if time

Inaremar ession of humility,
iteven questions whether the one who
presides over creation might truly know
itsorigin. Itdoes not close the inquiry.

neverhadan
absolute beginning. In Hindu
cosmology. creation is viewed
% asarecurringprocess of

change. Civilisations rise and decline.
Nothing in the manifest world remains
exactly as it is. We often seek permanence
inaworld defined by change. If creation
nself Isaprocess of emergence, existence
then nding:
arenotexceptionstolife. They are
partof its very nature.
Sukta invitesustoask,

and dissolution. Concepts
such as kalpa and pralaya

THE SPEAKING TREE describe vast cycles in which
the

manifest universe emerges,
existsandreturnstoan
unmanifest state.

Gita, too, speaks of beings
emerging from the unmanifest
andreturningto it. If existence
iscyclical, per] hapsthe B]g Bang
‘wasnot the

‘Whotruly knows how creation came
into being? Upanishadsencourage us
toask, ‘WhoamI?’ Modern physics
asks, ‘What happened at the beginning
of our universe, and how is it evolving?’
These may be different doors into

the samemystery.

Thequestion of the beginningalso
invites us toreconsider our place in the
universe, We arenot detached observers

creation from th . We

everything, but the beginning

of our present cosmic cycle.

‘Weare part of aworld in which

everything changes Bod.\es growand
age. Relatic

arepart of the same cosmic story, shaped

by the same processes that have shaped
‘The mystery of thi

is notaskmg us for certainty. It is inviting

us

edeeply.




The Week That Was...

Sensex extends losing streak

to 7 weeks on W Asia conflict

Sensex and Nifty continued their losing
run for seventh consecutive week, their
longest declining spree since Covid. The
crude prices softened a tad but still stayed

elevated, driven by geopolitical concerns

Sensex
-05%

Sensex Gainers
i 26%  -57%
Eternal 25% -5.5%
Titan |} 18% -49%

TIMES BUSINES

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Laggards
Bharti Airtel

Trent

Infosys
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CRUDE  BITCOIN

7% Growth

This week, at least four
agencies increased their
growth projections for India.
While Fitch estimates GDP to
grow 6.9%, ADB and S&P are
pegging it at 7%. OECD has
projected 7.1% expansion

Source: Screener, Yahoo Finance

Forex reserves
decline by
$15bn to $766bn

Mumbai: India’s foreign ex-
change reserves fell by $14.9 bil-
lion to $765.9 billion in the week
ended Sept 18, according to the
RBI's weekly statistical data.
The decline was driven mainly
by a fall in foreign currency as-
sets (FCA), the largest compo-
nentof thereserves. FCA fell by
$14.8 billion to $631 billion du-
ring the week.

Gold reserves rose margi
nally by $68 million to $111.3 bll
lion. Special drawing rights fell
by $106 million to $18.7 billion,
while India’s reserve position
in the IMF declined by $27 mil-
lion to $4.9 billion. The weekly
decline comes after a permd of
strong accumulation in the re-
serves. Since the end of March
2026, the reserves are still hig-
her by $74.8billion.

On a year-on-year basis, the
reserves are up by $63.3 billion.
Bankers said the decline could
be due to dollar sales by the RBI
to support the rupee. Changes
in the value of major currenci-
es held in the RBI's foreign cur-
rency assets can also affect the
reserves when measured indol-
larterms. N
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: RBI on Friday
said the Indian economy has
performed well despite glo-
bal headwinds and noted
that escalation of West Asia
conflict this month has re-
sulted inasharp increase in
oil prices, reigniting fears
over a build-up of inflatio-
nary pressure and further
disruption in supply chains.

The central bank'’s latest
RBI Bulletin also said strong
FCNR(B)depositsled tobrief
recoveries intherupee inear-
ly Sept, but the gains rever-
sed in later part of the month
on account of higher crude
prices. It stated that high le-
velof surplusliquidity in the
system following $133 billion
FCNR(B) flows can support
the ongoing credit growth,
driven by acceleration in cre-
dit flow to industry. It also sa-
id that in Aug, bank deposits
grewat their fastest pace in15
years, resulting in a modera-
tion in incremental credit de-

NET FDI FLOWS SURGE 64% IN JULY

Net FDI
(Sbn)

8; Gro

FEEeS e

Sector-wise Gross
Inflows in July ($8n)
15 Communication
Services
Financial
Services
Computer
Services
Manufacturing

Retail & Whole-
sale Trade

02 46

posit ratio.
“Despitesuchachalleng-
ing global environment, the
Indian economy recorded a
strong GDP growth in Q1 of
2026-27. High-frequency in-
dicators through Aug reflec-
ted sustained demand, with
segments of industry and
services sectors displaying
resilience... India’s financi-
al and external sectors are
drawing strength from the
real economy, although geo-
political tensions and weat-

herrelated uncertainties
are acting as key downside
risks,” RBI said in its ‘State
of the Economy” report. It
said that most high frequen-
cy indicators remained he-
althy in Aug.

It, however, cautioned
that rise in sovereign yields
in some of the major advan-
ced economies has put pres-
sure on govt finances.

Gross, net FDIrise
Latest data released by

Indian eco doing well amid
global headwinds, says RBI

FCNR(B)-Deposit Boost For Re Eroded By Qil Price Spike

RBI estimated that net FDI
jumped 64% to $7.3 billion in
July, on the back of robust
gross inflows of $14.6 billion,
which was an increase of
over 31% over a year ago.
Communication, financial
and computer services were
the major sectors, receiving
more than four-fifths of the
equity inflows (see graphic).
Mauritius, the UAE, and the
US were the major source co-
untries, accounting for abo-
ut70% of equity inflows, RBI
said. During April-July, net
inflows were 38% higher at
$13.4 billion, while gross FDI
rose12.6% to $43.9 billion.
On the other hand, after
declining for two months,
overseas investments also
rose 26% in July to $3.4 bil-
lion. RBI said over two-
thirds of outward FDI flows
went to Singapore, the UK,
and the UAE, with financial,
insurance and business ser-
vices, and manufacturing
accounting for about two-
thirdsof the outward flows.

Self-listing of bourses
feasible, says NSE chief

Mumbai: Selflisting by become reality. According to
stock exchanges isfeasible, Self-listing may not him, things which were not
but the decision remains be permmed today, permitted in the past are
under the purview of mar- but may: now allowed, and things that
% ket regulator Sebi, NSE f:m",?;w Iti { are not approved today may
¢ P 2 . Itis s
chairperson Srinivas Inje- | (jiouing to [ be permissible tomorrow, as
ti said Friday. A day after doso) he cited the example of lis-
the country's largest bour- something which ting of Market h)ﬁ'astmctu»
No extra ﬁme se got listed on rival ex- is the regulator’s prerogative ~ Te Institutions (MIIs).
change BSE, Injeti pitched —sainivas iuen | caameerson, nse ting of MIIs was not a]lawed
== for self-listing, saying that ~~————  prior to 2012 but was appro-
for rea.llsl“g things which are not per- tor's prerogative,” Injeti vedand sortof operationali-
mitted today may be allo- said atamedia briefinghe-  sed in2015, headded.
export proceeds wed tomorrow amid evol- “There is no problem. “The difference is that if
vingregulations. But this (self-listing) isso-  you have self-listing, you
Mumbai: With the rupee un- rent regulations do mething which isin there-  willalso be regulating your-
der pressure, the RBI has not allow self-listing or tra-  alm of feasibility..itisfea- self in terms of LODR
rolled back an earlier move to ding of the shares of anex- sible,” he said. Injeti also compliance and even the
give exporters more time to change onits ownplatform. mentioned thatallowingor surveillance part. And, if it
bring inexport proceeds from In compliance with present  notallowingself-listingde- is a permission to trade,
Oct 2026. In Jan, the RBI had norms, NSE shares are lis-  pends on the comfort and  then that exchange, in this
allowed exporters 15 months ted on BSE and vice versa. concerns of Sebi. case (our own platform),
from the date of shipment or “Self-listing may not be Once such amove isper-  will not have the regulatory
invoice to realise and repa- permitted today, but may mitted, and NSE is able to  obligation or momtormg
triate the proceeds from Oct. be permitted tomorrow. It meet i adequa- the The regula-
The Sept retains i tely ti jonof there- ted will be doing
the existing nine month limit hing which is the regula- gulator, thenselflistingmay  that,” Injetisaid. acencies
for future.

The RBI has made a simi-
lar change for goods exported
to overseas warehouses, cut-
tingtheperiod from 15months.
to nine months from the date
of sale. For exports invoiced
orsettled in Indianrupees, the
timeline has been reduced to
12 months from 18 months.
The Jan regulations had pro-
vided the longer 18-month
window with effect from Oct.

The latest amendment
does notremove theflexibility
available to exporters facing
delays. Authorised dealers
canstillextend the deadlineif
an exporter provides reasons
for the delay and the bank is
satisfied with them. mw

Pant, Subramanian
to be Irdai members

New Delhi: Govt has appointed
LIC managing director

Dinesh Pant and former

CMD of New India Assurance,
Girija Subramanian, as
members of insurance regulator
Irdai. Acencies

Aabhas.Sharma

"TaMo focuses on sedan amid
mounting cost pressures

at around 3%, with a varia-
tionof 0.

com

New Delhi: Tata Motors is
absorbing a

The company is combmmg
price increases with faster
costreduction hion the

share of rising input costs
as price increases and sa-
vings fail to fully offset the
pressure, even as it ex-
pands its compact sedan of-

fering for family buyers.
Commodity inflation
over past five-to-six months
had created uncertainty
ovex costs and margins, sa-
handra, mana-

impact. He also flagged
emerging pressure on elec-
tronic components. “Semi-
conductorsand chipswillco-
me under pressure because
of another mega trend on
the Al side,” he said, while
cautioning that it was “not
something to be alerted as a
bigissueat thisstage”.

Al ide these pressu-

gmg director, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles. “So,
there is a major part which
is being not only absorbed
but also coming from cost
reduction side which we
areaccelerating.”

Chandra put the additio-
nal commodity-cost impact

res, Tata is separating its
compact sedan offerings for
personal and fleet custo-
mers. Thenew Aeris will tar-
get families, while Express
willserve taxioperators, mo-
ving away from Tigor’s sha-
red-brand approach.
Compact sedans account

forabout3.51akh unitsannu-
ally or 80-85% of India’s se-
dan market, Chandra said.
Volumes grew roughly
25-26% over the past year
with personal buyers contri-
buting 65% of demand.

Tata sees smaller cities
and rural markets as impor-
tant sources of demand,
with sedans retaining aspi-
rationalappeal. Aeriswillof-
fer petrol and CNG options
andseek toattract premium-
hatchback buyers, The com-
pany is withholding an elec-
tric version to avoid overlap
with its existing EV portfo-
lio. Meanwhile, demand for
Tata’s electric vehicles is
running ahead of supplies.
“The inability to supply is
tholding that penetration. So
it's more supply side const-
raint,” Chandrasaid.

Centreto
borrow nearly
¥7.9 lakh cr
in Oct-March

New Delhi: Govt willraisene-
arly Rs 7.9 lakh crore from se-
curities in the second half of
this fiscal year, reducing the
total borrowing for the cur-
rent financial year by Rs
1,20,494 crore despite global
headwinds.

The reduction in total bor-
rowing indicates govt’s com-
mitment tofiscal prudence.

A senior finance ministry
official said the reduction is
mainly due to switching G-
secs maturing in 2026-27 of Rs
114,286 crore, a conscious
debt-management strategy of
govt. “During 2026-27, govt is

Total borrowing for
current fiscal has
been reduced by
Rs 1,20,494 crore,
indicating govt's
commitment to
fiscal prudence

expected to have market bor-
rowing of Rs 15,99,506 crore
through dated securities, as
compared to Budget Estima-
tes of Rs17,20,000 crore for the
ongoingfinancialyear,” thefi-
nance ministry said inastate-
ment.

“Govt, in consultation
with the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBD), has decided to bor-
row Rs7.86,000 crore in the se-
cond half (H2) of FY 2026-27.
This includes Sovereign Gre-
en Bonds (SGrBs) issuance of
Rs15,000 crore,” it said.

During the first half en-
ding this month, govt would
mobilise Rs 813,506 crore
from bonds, slightly lower
than the target of Rs 8.2lakh
crore, tofund the revenue gap.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanin the Budget pre-
sented on Feb 1 had proposed
toborrow Rs17.2lakh crore to
fund itsfiscal deficit projected
at4.3% of the GDP. Inabsolute
terms, the fiscal deficit is peg-
ged at Rs 16.9 lakh crore for
2026-27. AGENCIES

Urban travellers prefer hotels,

Shiva.

rural dharamshalas

ia.com

New Delhi: Most urban tra-
vellers opt for hotels, guestho-
uses or house rentals for their
stay for an overnight domestic
trip, while dharamshalas re-
‘main the top place of stay for
those fromrural India.

A part of the leasnn may
have to do with the fact that
over three-fourths of Indi-
ans who travelled in the past
year and only a third of the
households went on these
overnight trips, did so for
medical or pilgrimage pur-
poses. And, they still didn’t
spend much on travel: The
average spend works out to
Rs 16,420 (urban) and Rs
15,560 (rural) with nearly
64% trips lasting only up to
three nights, findings from
the latest domestic tourism
survey by NSO showed. Usu-

HOW INDIANS SPEND ON TRIPS
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ally, these travellers are ac-
companied by just one com-
panion.

The latest survey conduc-
ted during July 2025-June 2026
defined an overnight trip as

movement to destination for a
duration of not less than12ho-
urs (including the midnight
hours) for two consecutive ca-
lendar days and of not more
than 180 days and it noted that

of domestic travel
has increased in the past deca-
de, compared to the last such
survey in2014-15.

Forevery100 tourist house-
holds, there are 127 trips now
in rural areas, up from 118 in
2014-15. Urban areas recorded
132tripscompared with12lear-
lier. While 22% Indian house-
holds went for a holiday or lei-
sure tnp, with May and Oct be-
ing the peak months, only
12.5% of rural tourist house-
holds undertook such trip as
compared to 36.4% in urban
areas in the past year:

Dataalsoshowed that mo-
re than 95% of the religious
and leisure trips are self-fi-
nanced, with no govt or any
other institutional reimbur-
sement option available to
travellers, while 8% over-
night trips undertaken for
health and medical purposes

werereimbursed by govt.

With regards to mode of
transport used by the travel-
lers,busremains the primary
mode of transport in rural
areas (32%), while train
(35%) remains the preferred
mode for urban travellers. As
ashareof expenditureontrip
components, people spent
moston transport, both inru-
ral and urban areas (nearly
35%), while going on religio-
us or leisure trips. In case of
medical trips, expenses on
medicine were the biggest
component (nearly 75%).

The survey also measu-
red the share of households
who undertook overnight
trips in the past month. Soci-
al trips (89%) accounted for
the maximum share among
these kinds of trips, with ne-
arly 80% of the trips lasting
less than threedays.

Small cars show signs of
revival after GST boost

Volumes Grow After Two-Years Of Decline

G.Balachandar
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Followingatwo-ye-
ar decline in volumes, the
small car segment is showing
signs of revival, helped by
GST rate cut on small cars.
The lower tax burden has re-
duced the price barrier for
buyers at the bottom end of
the market, making entry-le-
velcars dable.

Since GST 2.0 revision,
startingprices of Maruti’s key
small-car models have remai-
ned unchanged, despite signi-
ficant commodity and input-
cost pressures. “This has
translated into a strong mar-
ket response, with growth in
volumes and share of first-ti-
mebuyers,” Banerjee added.

tement alive. There aren’t
enough models to excite cus-
tomers, as most of the laun-
cheshave happened inthe UV
segment.”

However, Banerjee said
Maruti would continue to in-
troduce refreshes, irrespecti-
ve of whether the market is
growing faster or slower, ci-

BACK ON TRACK

Overall small car sales fell
from16.4lakhunits in FY23to
14.5 1akh units in FY24, a de-
cline of 11.4%, followed by a
further11.7% dropto12.81akh
units in FY25. In FY26, howe-
ver, sales edged up to13.2lakh
units, showing a 3.2% year-
on-year recovery. In the first
five months of the current fi-
scal, small car volumes grew
27% to 5.9 lakh units, accor-
ding to Siamdata.

“The potential of the
small-car segment remains
strong. Sales of small cars
grew 58% this year, resulting
in share of first-time buyers
rising from 44% to 54%, back
to levels seen in FY19,” said
Partho Banerjee, senior ex-
ecutive officer, marketing &
sales, Maruti Suzuki India.

He said for entry-level
cars, where a buyer is upgra-
ding from a two-wheeler to fo-
ur-wheeler. the priority is not
a sunroof or other premium
features, butsimply owninga
car. That makes the small-car
market particularly sensitive
toincreases in costs.

Small Car Sales
FY23

FY2r+

* Apr-Aug period. Growth is YoY

Growth %
R 163450 —é
FY24 [ 1448974
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Source: Siam

Following GST rate revi-
sion, sales of cars attracting
18% GST have been growing
at around 30%, compared
with about 22% for vehicles
attracting 40% GST. “After
GST 2.0, the growth is clearly
stronger among people buy-
ing lower-priced vehicles,
whose purchasing power is
more limited,” said an ana-
lystatabrokerage firm. “Ma-
jority of players have repor-
ted positive growth in hatch-
backsalesinthisfiscal. There
is a huge amount of interest
among people who want to
buy a four-wheeler. Afforda-
bility is what is holding them
back,” he said. “There is also
a need for more launches in
this segment to keep the exci-

ting the recent unveiling of
the Baleno with added featu-
res. Healso pointed to the Wa-
gonR, which has been selling
about 21,000 unitsa month de-
spite the SUV boom.

Hyundai, too, has indica-
ted that it plans to launch an
upgraded i10 in the near futu-
re. India has a two-wheeler
parcof around 27crore, while
car penetration remains at
Jjust 34 cars per1,000 people. In
developed markets such as
Japan, higher levels of moto-
risation have beendriven bya
combination of rising aspira-
tions and improving afforda-
bility, enabling more consu-
mers to convert their aspi
tions into vehicle ownership,
said Banerjee.

Festive sales: Cos paying
retention bonus to workers

Supriya.Roy@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The festive bonus
is no longer always one big
cheque at the end of a busy
month. For workers packing
orders, staffing stores or deliv-
ering parcels, the extramoney
can now come through a high-
errateonabusy day, an attend-
ance reward after a week, a
productivity payoutorabonus
for staying through the entire
saleseason.

As ecommerce, retail and
logistics companies ramp up
for the year’s biggest shop-
ping period, competmon for
frontline workers is increas-
ingly becoming a retention
battle. Companiesare putting
greater emphasis on incen-
tives tied to attendance, per-
formance and completing the
festive season, even as the ac-
tual boost to workers’ take-
home pay can depend heavily
on targets and hours worked.

TeamLease Services said
spending on festive incentives
rose 15-20% in 2025 over 2024
and this year more of the in-
centive pool this year is being
directed towards longer-dura-
tion retention payouts for
weekly or monthly attendance
and end-of-season completion
bonuses. “Daily surge pay still
exists, but it increasingly sits
on top of milestone-based re-

wards,” said Balasubrama-
nian A, senior vice-president
atTeamLease Services.

The shift reflects cost of
workers leaving midway
through peak demand. Fes-
tive attrition in high-pressure
frontlineroles was 35-40% last
year, TeamLease said. Last
season, monthly earnings
across warehouse, fulfilment,
picking and packing roles
were 12-15% above normal
months in metros and 18-22%
higher in Tierll markets,
largely due to variable pay.

The premium is visible
outside warehouses too. Tim-
buckdo, which connects col-
lege students with part-time
jobs, said one retailer hiring
through its platform can
raise pay from around Rs 110
an hour on regular days to
about Rs 150 during high-foot-
fall sale periods, taking daily
earnings in one example
from roughly Rs 600 to Rs 900.

Myntra, which is creating
over 26,000 seasonal jobs for
its Big Fashion Festival, said
its reward system continues
to include daily spot awards
such as electronic gift vouch-
ers or goodies for top-per-
forming fulfilment-centre
employees.

Flipkart said its delivery
workers are being offered
Jjoining and retention bonus-
es as well as referral incen-
tives this festive season,
alongside insurance and
healthcare benefits.

India may sign new investment
pact with Australia & Canada

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The new model
bilateral investment treaty
(BIT), which will address con-
cernsof several countriesand
streamline investment nego-
tiation procedures, while en-
suring investor protection is
infinal stageand islikely tobe
approved by govt soon. The
approval will pave the way for
it to be rolled out along with
tradeagreements, with count-
ries suchas Australiaand Ca-
nada, while also being used
with partners such as the UK
and the European Union.

One of the key elements is
reduction in the period to seek
international arbitration to
one year from five years at pre-
sent, provided domestic reme-
diesareexhausted.

“The finance ministry has
sent the draft note for approval
and it will be approved soon.
Thereareafewredlines, which
arenotbeinggivenup. The new
BIT will continue to protect In-
dia’s sovereign rights on taxa-
tion and domestic courts. No

Ties with US in ‘uneasy equilibrium’: CEA

ndia’s relationship with the USisinan “uneasy equilibrium” as
trade disputes between the partners persist, a senior govt

official said

“Thereis thisissue of unsettled relationship with the
US, starting from the tariff-related issues last
year, which are still continuing,” chief economic
adviser V Anantha Nageswaran said inaspeech
at SBI's banking and economics conclave in
Mumbai on Thursday.

New Delhifaces a fresh tariff threatevenafter
reaching an interim trade deal with Washington

earlier this year. Anew US law gives President Donald Trump the
power toimpose levies of as much as 100% on countries that buy
Russian oil and gas, adding uncertainty as India and the US
negotiate a final tariff rate. Nageswaran said the trade and energy
pressures facing India may also reflecta broader push to choose
between rival global blocs. “India, givenits geography and its
size,cannot ubvmusly belung toany bloc,” Nageswaran said,

atcostof

adding that

higher energy prices and periodic supply disruptions. si.oomserc

gyzstan, Brazil, UAE, Uzbekis-
tan and Israel. India has alrea-
dy made concessions in case of
UAE and Israel, while refusing
to make any exception for the
UK, EUor thefour-nation Euro-
pean Free Trade Association
and others with which trade
e b i

On Friday, commerce and
industry minister Piyush Goy-
al said full FTA with Australia,
which isunder negotiaton, will
come with an investment pact.
“Now we have decided to work
towards a very balanced, fair
and equltable. comprehensive

tax related will be
partof itasitisaParliamenta-
ry prerogative,” a senior offici-
alsaid, The Union cabinet isex-
pected to approve the revised
model BIT over next couple of
weeks, replacing the contentio-
us version of 2015, which was
rejected by most countries.
According to Unctad data-
base, since 2018 only six count-
ries have agreed to BITs with
India, including Belarus, Kyr-

“Under the previous fram-
ework, negotiations took pla-
cewith20-25countries. Recent
negotiations with countries
suchas UAE, Qatar and Oman
have already diverged from
that framework. India is cur-
rently negotiating BITs with
four countries, including Ca-
nada and UK. And, these will
be done under the new fram-
ework," the official said.

cooperation agree-
ment, which will also take our
relationship to greater heights.
‘We are working with Australia
to have a bilateral investment
treaty also.” A BIT is an agree-
ment between two countries to
promote and protect invest-
‘ments made by their investors
in each other's territory. Under
investment protection treaties,
investors can take a sovereign
govttoarbitration.
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{ OUR TAKE }

US can no longer
ignore China’s rise
Trump’s latest charm offensive is evidence that

China matters to American interests across
industry, West Asia, and the Russia-Ukraine war

‘ ‘ o wrong! @BarackObama is hosting
China’s Xi Jinping today at the Pentagon
with a full honor ceremony with music
and cannons...” That was Donald Trump,

back in 2012. Irony has since come full circle—and

50, it seems, has Trump. From trade to Taiwan to the

wars roiling Russia and Iran, Trump and his Chinese

counterpart have plenty to iron out before East and

West can meet in spirit. But it hasn’t escaped

anyone’s notice that the current occupant of the

White House has turned out to be the most obliging

American president in contemporary memory, as far

as Beijing is concerned. The red carpet and all the

accompanying pomp that Trump rolled out for Xi

would have been unthinkable for either man justa

few years ago. As the adage goes: in politics, there are
no permanent friends or enemies.

If New Delhi is feeling a few jitters over the display
of bonhomie in New York, that unease isn’t entirely
misplaced. Trump has spent years aligning his
personal and political interests with Xi's. Consider
Elon Musk —one of Trump’s closest allies — who sat
atthe same table as both presidents and their
spouses at Thursday’s State banquet, and who made
pilgrimages to China in 2023 and 2024. Or consider
how Beijing has courted Ivanka Trump and Jared
Kushner since 2017. Despite their fundamental
disagreements on almost everything else,
‘Washington and Beijing have been steadily working
toward a mutually beneficial rapprochement.
Trump, evidently, is putting his dealmaker instincts
to full use with China. He wants to negotiate hard:
‘Whether the issue is America’s dependence on
Chinese rare-earth minerals or the competition
posed by China’s technological rise, Trump has made
clear he doesn’t want Beijing holding the upper hand.
Xi, on the other hand, appears set to eliminate any
impediments to China’s economic growth and its
geopolitical ambitions in the neighbourhood. The
latest charm offensive is evidence (if any were
needed) that China matters to American interests
across industry, West Asia, and the Russia-Ukraine
war. In some ways, this is the American diplomacy
playbook at its most classic: embrace whoever can
deliver. Before ties with Moscow soured, Trump's
overtures to Putin were every bit as grandiose.

Yetit's equally clear that the US can no longer
afford to ignore China’s meteoric rise in the global
political economy. Trump prizes strength. And as
long as China remains a formidable global player, his
administration will keep extending its goodwill
gestures. Saudi Arabia offers a useful parallel from
West Asia. It is no coincidence that the tightening
American grip on Venezuelan oil and the cooling of
the US-Saudi strategic partnership have unfolded
almost in tandem. In India’s case, Washington only
took notice once its economy became too large to
overlook — crossing the trillion-dollar mark in 2007.
The signing of the civil nuclear cooperation pact the
following year made that shift official. The recently
passed Lindsey Graham Sanctioning Russia and [ran
Act of 2026 applies to China and India equally.
Postponing the tariffs on China until November
suggests that the Xi-Trump summit may lead to some
exclusive concessions. The lesson this summit offers
New Delhi is very clear: In an increasingly inward-
facing world order, strength remains the most
potent negotiating tool.

In Xi-Trump summit
pomp, pageantry has
postponed pressure

Trump and Xi want the US and
China to be partners, but the
trust deficit and structural
issues between them — Taiwan,
technology, trade, critical
minerals, AL and Iran — will
not go away

hinese President Xi Jinping arrived
in Washington DC on Thursday with
a simple aim: Things are going as
well as they can for China, so don't
stir up things and don’t
allow Donald Trump to do
s0. And so it has been: The outcome of
the Xi-Trump summit is being assessed
by the pageant and pomp displayed
rather than measurable diplomatic
outcomes. The trade truce between the
two countries has been extended by
two months, there is broad agreement
on artificial intelligence (Al), and sub-
stantive talks on both issues have been
kicked down the road. Taiwan and Iran have
not played the spoilers they could have been.

For all their sound and colour, summits do
not often yield practical results. But the recep-
tion given to Xi upon his arrival in Washington
DC, for his first State visit in a decade, was out
of the ordinary.

For the first time since 1962, a US president
met a visiting counterpart at the airport. On
Thursday, there was a gun salute, teams waved
flags, and the bands played the two countries’
national anthems, and there were as many as
two fly-pasts featuring cutting edge US war
planes. And at all times, Xi was accompanied
by an attentive, and even deferential, Donald
‘Trump and US First Lady Melania Trump.

In his last visit in 2015, Xi had come as a
supplicant, seeking to satisfy US demands
on the climate crisis and cyber security. This
time around, the atmospherics have been
speaking for themselves.

At the talks on Thursday, Xi said Trump and
he had “maintained communications” and both
leaders had worked together to “steer the giant
ship of China-US relations.” This was based on
their May agreement in Beijing to pursue a

Manoj
Joshi

“constructive relationship of strategic stability”
whose pillars were cooperation, limits on com-
petition, and effective management of differen-
ces. This was necessary, he said, to avoid the
Thucydides trap that could push the two coun-
tries into a military collision.

Earlier, welcoming Xi to the country, Trump
spoke of the “truly great friendship” that had
helped to shape their relationship.

Under the agreement arrived at in Busan,
South Korea, in October 2025, the US lowered
its average tariff on Chinese imports to 47% and
fentanyl-related levies to 10% and suspended
high tech export controls. The Chinese, in
return, eased their draconian restrictions on
rare earth mineral supply. Beijing also resumed

its large-scale purchase of US agricul-
tural goods such as soyabeans.

Now, amid this atmosphere of bon-
homie between Beijing and Washing-
ton, the Graham Act, recently enacted

No matter how lnm;cu;blc some of Chmn and the US’s problems are, we should not discount
I3

the value of the

cut” and hoped that the US would “adhere
to the correct position of opposing ‘Taiwan
independence " Heis alludlng tothe profound
| nuance in the US

by the US, and its threat of
tariffs on China and India on account

position zhat it “does not support” Taiwan's

of their Russian oil purchases seem to
have been set aside for the moment.
By extending the truce till January
2027, the two sides seem determined
to fashion a more durable trade deal.

‘The primary interest of both sides is to
keep the relationship steady. Trump wants this
atleast till the November midterm elections in
the US; Xi would like it for a longer period to
get his country’s sputtering economy going
and to overcome his purge of the top ranks
of the Chinese military.

‘The most talked about item on the presi-
dents’ agenda has been Al During the talks, Xi
spoke of continuing their dialogue and declared
“Al must be kept under human control™. Ear-
lier, Trump had tweeted, “Super Intelligence
(SI) will be a big topic of discussion, but I want
to leave it exactly where it is. That is China's
position also.”

‘There was little or no reference to Iran in the
public remarks. Trump is likely to have asked
Xi to talk to the Iranians, but Beijing is clear
that it would not like to get involved beyond a
point. But it is well known that China doesn't
want the regional tensions to spill over into
Yemen and the Red Sea.

‘The elephant in the room during the talks
at the White House was Taiwan. Xi indicated
in his remarks that China’s position was “clear-

claim for What the US posture
was on Thursday is not yet known.

For India, the ledger tilts toward loss.
The pageantry undercuts the premise
that India is the US's indispensable
counterweight to China in Asia, and a
president who calls arms supply to Taiwan “a
good negotiating chip” with China may see
Quad the same way.

The Graham Act’s tariff threat shows the
asymmetry: India can be punished for what
Beijing is very well spared. The sensible
response for New Delhi is to stop waiting for
Washington's favour and to build leverage of its

THE PAGEANTRY U NDLR(,U'I S
THE PREMISE THAT INDIA IS
THE US'S INDISPENSABLE
COUNTERWEIGHT TO CHINA
IN ASIA, AND A PRESIDENT
WHO CALLS ARMS SUPPLY TO
TAIWAN “A GOOD
NEGOTIATING CHIP” WITH
CHINA MAY SEE QUAD THE
SAME WAY

UTERS.

own, through trade deals with others, domestic
capacity in critical minerals and electronics,
and a border settlement with China that is
negotiated on India’s terms rather than after a
US-China deal has already set the terms.

In his dealings with China, Trump has
been uncommonly accommodating. The grand
Washington reception and State dinner will
play well not just with the domestic audience,
but also with the Global South, where China
has considerable influence. Thursday's summit
was the third face-to-face meeting between
the two leaders in less than a year, and we
are likely to see yet another in November at
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
(Apec) summit in Shenzhen, China. This will
be followed by one at the G-20 summit sched-
uled in December.

No matter how intractable some of China
and the US’s problems are, we should not dis-
count the value of the face-to-face meetings
between the two presidents. As Chinese foreign
minister Wang Yi noted, “Head of State diplo-
macy is the cornerstone of China-US relations.”

But while Xi wants the US and China to be
“partners, not rivals,” and Trump says “we've
never gotten along better”, the trust deficit and
structural issues between them —Taiwan, tech-
nology, trade, critical minerals, Al, and Iran—
will not go away. The Washington summit has
managed the rivalry, it has not resolved it.

Manoj Joshi is a Distinguished Fellow, Observer
Rescarch Foundation, New Dethi.
The views expressed are personal

The case of the missing
distinguished jurists

Supreme Court, recently remarked ma: it

works of these renowned scholars have been
cited globally. Their scholarship has played a

was regr that no

jurist” has ever been appointed as a
Supreme Court judge. Article 124 (3) of
the Indian Constitution outlines three categories
eligible for appointment to the Supreme Court:
A high court (HC) judge with five years of experi-
ence, an advocate in an HC with ten years of
experience, and a distinguished jurist. While the
first two categories are self-explanatory, “distin-
guished jurist” is not defined in the Constitution.
There is, though, a consensus that it refers to
those who teach law, Debates during the
Constituent Assembly, involving eminent mem-
bers like HV Kamath and MA Ayyengar, influ-
enced by the appointment of Harvard law pro-
fessor Felix Frankfurter to the US Supreme
Court, amply demonstrate the rationale for
expanding the pool of candidates for Indian
Supreme Court judges. The Constituent Assem-
bly believed that appointing law professors
would enhance diversity and intellectual depth
on the apex court's bench.

As Justice Bhuyan aptly observed, despite the
constitutional mandate, no law professor has
ever been appointed a judge of the Supreme
Court, reigniting the debate over appointing dis-
tinguished members of this cohort to India’s
apex court. This is despite India producing some
outstanding law academics, such as PK Tripa-
thy, Upendra Baxi, MP Smgh G Mohan Gopal,
and B S Chimni (among many others). The

Jusuce Ujjal Bhuyan, a sitting judge of the

critical role in the frontiers of legal
knowledge. As judges at the country’s apex
court, they would have surely brought a certain
degree of rigour and excellence to
Indian jurisprudence.

While most debates on this issue
have focused on Article 124(3) and 4
other related issues, what Justice
Bhuyan has pointed out is merely a

our state legislatures want our lordships at the
top. and the law professors report to them as
vice-chancellors, It is then not too surprising
that the same lordships as members of a colle-
gium would be averse to appointing a law pro-
fessor as their equal on the apex court’s benches.
The problem, however, is not just with the
judiciary: it runs deeper. The executive, too, has
treated law professors with lesser consideration
than the latter perhaps deserve, believing that
their expertise is simply restricted to classroom
teaching. Never has a law professor been
appointed as the chairperson of the Law Com-
mission of India — a critical body

tasked with recommending improve-

ments in the Indian legal system. It has

mostly been helmed by retired judges.

Rarely does the executive involve law
professors in an institutionalised man-

symptom of a much deeper malaise. Prabhash ner to seek their expertise in develop-
The malady is that, in India, law aca- o ing robust laws, including niche areas
demics have rarely beenaccorded the  Ranjan such as law and technology, interna-

respect they deserve. Consider some of
the structural issues. India has more

tional trade, foreign investment, capi-
tal markets, arbitration and competi-

than two dozen National Law L
(NLUs), each governed by legislation enacted by
the state legislature in whose territorial jurisdic-
tion the NLU is based. Almost all of these pieces
of legislation provide that either the Chief Jus-
tice of India or the chief justice of the High Court
of the state shall be the chancellor of the univer-
sity, with law professors appointed as vice-chan-
cellors, This is remarkably different from many
central universities that have professors as their
chancellors, appointed by the President of India,
who acts as the Visitor of these universities. This
is also different from state universities, that s,
universities created by the state legislatures,
which routinely have governors as their chan-
cellors. The key signalling can’t be missed. Ina
system obsessed with hierarchy and protocol,

tion law. C ion with -8 nmental
experts means consulting law firms or, at best,
a few Delhi-based think tanks, that often end up
saying what those in power want to hear.

The lukewarm approach tawards law
professors is not confined to the domestic
arena but extends to the international level as
well. Take India’s nominations to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), for instance. Four
Indians have served on the IC] —a body that set-
tles international disputes under international
law. Two were members of the Indian Civil
Services during British rule. The other two are
retired Supreme Court judges who seldom
dealt with international law during their
judicial careers. Nominations of Indian candi-
dates to the International Law Commission —

required to report every TB case they diag-

the movement so far.

{ EDITOR'S PICK }

Despite the constimllonsl mandate, no law
professor has ever been appointed a judge of
the Supreme Court. HT ARCHIVE

the UN body that codifies customary interna-
tional law — have been no different. Most
appointments have been those of government
lawyers working as full-time employees of the
ministry of external affairs.

There appears to be a mutual understanding
between the judiciary and the executive, form-
ing an unwritten agreement that all key posi-
tions, both domestically and internationally, are
reserved for them. This gatekeeping, which dif-
fers from the practices of many other liberal
democracies, effectively prevents law professors
from entering these roles despite their expertise.
‘While one should thank Justice Bhuyan for
drawing attention to this issue again, given the
deep-rooted institutional and structural inertia,
change is unlikely.

Prabhash Ranjan is a professor and vice-dean
(research), Jindal Global Law School. The views are
personal

way against tuberculosis. Under the
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, India no
longer waits for patients to arrive with
symptoms. It goes looking for them.
Bihar took that mandate seriously.
Against a target of screening 10 million
eople for TB by August 14, I was
informed, that we have screened nearly
double that number.
Nearly half of all TB cases present with-

ew public health transformations in
I ‘ India’s history match the shift under-

In India’s fight against TB,
Bihar remains a champion

three cities chosen to pilot a model for
engaging private health care providers to
deliver quality TB care. The evidence gath-
ered here went on to inform the scale-up of

that model across 200 districts
nationally. That early engagement
with the private sector has shown
incredible results in the state.
When Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, addressed the Delhi End TB
Summit in 2018 and made TB a
personal political commitment, it

out silently transmis-
sion, and Bihar's incidence remains well
above the national average. Closing that gap
meant expanding the tools to find people
before they knew they were sick.

This is not the first time Bihar has led
rather than followed. Patna was one of

signalled that India was
na longer a country defined by its
TB burden, but one confidently
charting its path out of it.

The private sector has been drawn into
this effort with equal purpose. Doctors and
facilities outside the public system are now

nose, and private account for

TB requires a social response

over 35% of case notifications today.

The results speak for themselves.
According to the World Health Organiza-
tion, India recorded a 21% reduction in TB
incidence since 2015, nearly double the
global rate of decline, alongside a 25% fall in
mortality due to TB.

Since 2018, direct cash transfers
have been mandated for every notified

TB patient, to meet their
nutritional needs during treat-
ment. And in keeping with the Jan
Bhagidari spirit, over 700,000
Ni-kshay Mitras, citizens, corpora-

that matches it in clinical scale. Together,
we must build an environment of empathy
and support rather than discrimination.
Every ministry whose mandate tuuches
th that make people
to TB is being drawn into this effort.
Young people are carrying peer-led
awareness further than any government
campaign could reach on its own. Th
media has an equally vital part to play:
tained, informed coverage can ease srlgma
and encourage people to seek care.
Science is moving in our favour. A new
generation of diagnostic tools, ponab]e.

tions and organisa-
tions, have stepped forward to
offer psychosocial and nutritional
support of their own.

Closing Bihar’s remaining gap
will take more than government
machinery alone. Elected representatives,
community leaders and popular figures
across the state are carrying forward the
same Jan Bhagidari spirit that has powered

Syed Ata
Hasnain

. closer to the patient, is within
reach. While the country continues to adopt
newer technologies, what closes the dis-
tance to elimination is not technology
alone. Itis resolve. And that resolve, I see in
Bihar, and across the country.

Llullcmln! General Syed Ata Hasnain (retd.)

HT's editors offer a book recommendation every Saturday, which provides history,
context, and helps understand recent news events

OF FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES THEY BUILD

F}T}G

he controversy over the reappointment of N
Chandrasekaran, chairman of Tata Sons and
Tata Group, has drawn national attention to the
conglomerate's governance structure and the

family that crealed this Indian business behemoth.
Against this backdrop, read former journalist Girish
Kuber's The Talas How a Family Built a Business and a
Nation (translated into English from Marathi vaIkmm
Pandey in 2019). Packed with anecdotes, the book arran-
ges much of what was known about the Tatas in the
public domain and some of what wasn'tin a neat chro-
nology. Kuber starts with Nusserwanji Tata’s move
from Navsari, Gujarat, to Bombay, after giving up his
family pm(tssmn ofpmslhoncL Then appears his son,
Jamsetji,

glmg lwln

is of Bihar.
The views expressed are personal

The Tatas: How
we know it today. Andﬁnally it's Ratan NavnITntaJug- a Family Bmlls
1. The book il d a Nation
the Tatas, - Girish Kuber
uon it packs more than mmpensales fur the slant. 2019
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OF YAKSHINIS, YOGINIS

TS Eliot’s 138th birth
anniversary

vn ve nothing in the

ou can still
make achutney with
the bits and bobs
you do have! (

{ MARCUS DU SAUTOY }
AUTHOR, BLUEPRINTS

“Shakespeare was
anumber nerd”

On celebrating the connections and the
overlap between the realms of
mathematics, creative art and nature

Simar Bhasin
letters@hindustantimes com

You assert that artists and writers tap

i R

The British-American poet, playwright and critic, one of the
immortals of modern literature, was the author of such
enduring works as The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock (1915),
The Waste Land (1922), and Murder in the Cathedral (1935) At
left, Eliot (1888 - 1965) at the blackboard at the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton, New Jersey, USA, on I5th
November 1948

AND MORE

Drawing from myths, folktales, and retellings
from the epics, Stree Sutra edited by Koral Das-
gupta features 22 diverse voices breathing life into
the stories of lesser-known celestial women —
apsaras, yakshinis, gandharvis, nagas, yoginis and

more.

The contributers to this anthology include
Anand Neelakantan, who writes about north Mal-
abar’s Muchilottu Bhagawati and K Hari Kumar,
who gives voice to Hidimbi, mother of Ghatotkach
in The Mahabharata. Shinie Antony writes about
Bhadrakali, Kiran Manral looks at Dakini, one of
the incarnations of Shakti, Sunita Pant Bansal
draws on the traditions of her native Almora ina
piece on Garh Devi, and Deep Halder writes about

Bon Bibi.

There are others too. Together, these works

depict the forms of the Devi
as powerful guardians of
people, forests, mountains
and rivers, whose presence
is part of the spirit of the
subcontinent.
Stree Sutra: Demi
Goddesses of Indian Myth
and Folklore
Edited by Koral Dasgupta
480pp, Rs 599

an

THROUGH

FREE FLOATING

PARIS

Chateau Rouge, Amit Chaudhuri’s latest work is a

‘GETTY IMAGES

meditative and fragmentary novel about a writer

invited to a residency in Paris. There, he sublets

nise as a mathematician.

The book is the stories of the many artists
that I've either collaborated with or whose work
T've enjoyed. It's surprised me so often that when
they say this is really how this thing works and I'll
say, but that’s a bit of mathematics and they’ll go,
really? You think that these two worlds are almost
like chalk and cheese, so opposite. Yet, often I'll
talk to a composer and they will explain how their
piece is put together. And I'll say, but that's using
ideas of symmetry or Fibonacci numbers or
golden ratio. Sometimes, even the artists are sur-
prised because they do it for the aesthetic value of
the thing. And then they're surprised when they
discover that I recognise that as a piece of mathe-
matics. The book is telling lots of stories of the
way these two worlds meet.

1 into the same structures that you recog-

Please tell us more about how Shake-
speare would disrupt his iambic pentam-
eter for effect.

So, the most famous line of Shakespeare,
“Ta be, or not to be, that is the question' is 11 sylla-
bles. I think Shakespeare is doing this very delib-
erately, that iambic pentameter has a kind of
almost soporific feel to it. Then, he wants to make
sure that you notice this speech is the most impor-
tant speech of the play. Hamlet is considering sui-
cide and is worried about what might happen
after if he kills himself. So that 11 is a disruptor to
make you actually sit up and take note of what's
going on. And there's a wonderful allegorical
poem that Shakespeare wrote, The Phoenix and
the Turtle. A lot of people have had trouble under-
standing the significance of it. But if you read it,
you see that, again, there’s a lot of prime numbers
and actually even references to mathematics and
Euclid. So that poem is very intriguing for almost
being a celebration for Shakespeare of the power
of number in poetry.

During your research, what was that one

discovery that elicited the most emotion

out of you as a mathematician?

Ithink it probably was the Shakespeare.

I performed Shakespeare plays as a student but |
never realised that this idea of number was so
important to him. I learned it because I talked to
the English tutor in my college in Oxford.
He’s a Shakespeare expert, Will Poole. I asked
him because I'd been asked to give a talk
about Shakespeare and mathematics and I knew
nothing about it. For me, that was the really sur-
prising discovery - to find somebody as literary as
Shakespeare, the greatest wordsmithof
all time was also a number nerd.

‘What do you want non

mathematicians to take

away from your book?

I want it to resonate

with people who are nervous G '-"
about mathematics but then =
see that, oh, but the music, the
visual art or the architecture
T'enjoy - mathematical ideas are
being used to create those. -
I want people to real-
ise that
mathemat-
ics isn't in
a_separate
silo.

{ GRAPHIC NOVEL } MEMOIR

Fearful symmetry

Anant Sonawane's Maya: The
Biography of a Tiger, which
traces the journey of the
Tadoba-Andhari Reserve's
most famous female tiger,
inspires a deep appreciation
for these magnificent cats

Lamat R Hasan

letters@hindustantimes.com

riginally written in Marathi as
Ek Hoti Maya, journalist-
turned-conservation commu-
nicator Anant Sonawane's
Maya: The Biography of a Tiger
traces the ll-year journey of
the most famous tigress of Maharashtra’s
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve with gentle
care, even as it resists the urge to deify her
or turn her into a man-eating monster.
Born in 2010, Maya was orphaned early.
Yet, even before her mother Leela's
untimely death, the forest staff and tourists
had taken a liking to this little, spunky cub.
She would, out of curiosity, check out safari
jeeps up close, giving tourists plenty of
opportunity to photograph her. Her unusu-
ally friendly and relaxed encounters made
her the darling of the reserve. and soon
enough tourists came looking for Maya.
From her mother, she inherited the
prime territory, rich in water and prey, that
is part of the Tadoba tourism zone. This
made her easily visible to tourists; but this
was also territory that was difficult to
defend. Multiple tigers frequently
encroached her range and guarding it from
them was a task. Sonawane writes that
these challenges turned Maya into a skilled
hunter, sharp strategist, and fierce
defender. She often mated with more than
one tiger to confuse them, and save her cubs
from their wrath. Tigers are known to kill
cubs that they have not fathered.
Sonawane writes in his introductory
note, "It was this constant tension - the bal-
ance between strength and vulnerability —
that drew me deeper into her story... The
more I explored her story, it felt
less like the life of a tigress and
more like that of a cinematic
heroine. There was every-
thing — emotion, drama,
striking visuals and
unforgettable
moments. To capture

that richness through photographs alone
felt inadequate. Maya’s journey deserved a
narrative of its own.”

Therefore, this biography is not merely
anecdotal, but based on solid facts. Itis full
of breathtaking photographs with sketches
and maps thrown in to ease comprehen-
sion. Forest department records are
referred to and wildlife experts consulted to
understand the behaviour and tough life of
a tigress in the wild.

Born to Leela and Hilltop Male, Maya got
her name from the M mark on her shoulder.
Officially she was T12. During her lifetime,
she mated with Gabbar, Namdev, Matkasur,
Tala and Balram. She had 12 cubs in all, of
which only two made it to adulthood.

The first time Maya was noticed on her
own, she stunned tourists with her cute-
ness. Unfazed at their presence,
or the constant clicking of their
cameras, she posed fearlessly,
stopped to sniff a parked motor-
cycle and then walked away
with the guard’s lunchbox that
was hanging from the bike's
handlebar.

After her mother's passing,
she seemed lost and distraught.
So much so that when she found
a langur a few feet away from
her, she did not pounce. It was
only when the langur came up
and smacked her face that she

the personality of Maya, who, while becom-
ing the face of the tiger reserve and driving
tourism, was blamed for taking four human
lives. Two months after she was seen
caressing a fawn, she killed her first human
who had trespassed onto her territory. As
the spotlight was always on her, Maya's
detractors believed her contribution to the
reserve was minimal and that she was a
careless mother. Only two of her male cubs
survived. The author defends Maya, saying
that she had to face challenges that other
tigers did not. Over the years, she had to
defend her territory against the simultane-
ous incursions of five male tigers.

The author defends Maya’s killing of four
humans too. He emphasises that all those
killed were in a crouching position and
could have been mistaken for prey. Sonaw-
ane states that Maya was a wild
tigress, not a domesticated cat,
and resided in her natural habi-
tat where all her instincts were
driven by the laws of nature. He
also throws in scientific facts
about humans not being natu-
ral prey for tigers and cites sev-
eral instances where Maya
holds her “durbar”, thoroughly
enjoying the attention show-
ered on her by tourists, never
‘once attacking anyone. In fact,
her most famous photograph
was of embracing her cub in

charged at him. Gradually, she Maya: The Biography  full public view in January
claimed her territory, marking it of aTiger 2016. This photo amassed mil-
with her scent, and regularly Anant Sonawane lions of online views and even-

patrolling it. She often hunted in
front of tourists or proudly car-
ried her kill as she walked past
them. She surprised them once by caressing
aspotted deer fawn. The onlookers thought
that she was preparing for the kill but she
let go of the fawn after a playful interaction
that lasted a few minutes.

Gabbar, who had an imposing personal-
ity, was the first tiger in Maya’s life, Sonaw-
ane drops biological facts regarding tigers
to make the readers understand the mating
process, which lasts around a week. When
Maya was fully pregnant, she disappeared
from public view, emerging a month later
with her tiny cubs. Her next partner was
Maktasur, whom she threw away from her
territory once after a violent encounter.
However, he returned and this time, she
accepted him. “The very next day, Maktasur
hunted a sambar and presented it to Maya
as a gift. From then on, the two were often
seen together,” writes

190pp, Rs 699
HarperCollins

tually a Rs 25 postage stamp
bearing the image was released
to mark World Tiger Day.

He concludes that Maya may
not have been able to increase the tiger pop-
ulation, but her “contribution to Tadoba’s
visibility —and by extension, to conservation
- is undeniable”. “The revenue generated
from increased tourism provided funds that
the forest department could use for conser-
vation efforts. Moreover, it created employ-
ment for thousands of locals, fostering
greater community involvement in conser-
vation,” he asserts.

The book is well-written and very moving
but the details are often sketchy and the
reader is left yearning for more stories
about Maya'’s life and adventures. Still,
Anant Sonawane has succeeded in inspiring
empathy, respect and a deeper appreciation
for the life of wild tigers, which s the goal of
this book.

The author extracts the many layers of

Gulab jamuns and machine guns

Lamat R Hasan is an independent journalist.

and carrying a machine gun,
tapped on the window. When it
was rolled down, the guard said,
“Salaam Ustaad! Do you remem-
ber me? I was your student at
the University six years ago. You
gave me a failing grade in

an apartment in the Chateau Rouge area, which

bears little resemblance to his idea of the city.
The experience eventually leads him to a newly
expansive attitude toward the place with his dis-
quiet translating into a way of seeking and experi-
encing a truer, more unlikely Paris.
Chdteau Rouge floats freely through Paris,

exploring tangents, diversions,
side streets and alleyways, and
creeps into new spaces and
remote angles, to open up
fresh ground and appraise the
city, the experience of travel,
and otherness, and the idea of
the novel itself.

Chateau Rouge

Amit Chaudhuri

176pp, Rs 599

Westland

PARTITION IN DELHI: WHEN
THE HUNGAMA BEGAN

1947. The hungama began. I wrote and wrote. My
husband thought hungami adab was journalism,
not literature. He was trying to protect me. But if I

had not written it,

the veins of my brain would have

burst. All my wealth, my precious books, had been
destroyed in communal fires of Maktaba Jamia and
Kitabi Duniya. The trickling blood of that wound
found its way into these six afsanas. In 1948, the
book, Niras Mein Aas, was published in Bombay. I
dedicated it to Mahatma Gandhi - These are the
words of Saliha Abid Husain in 7 from 1947, which
describes the scene in the September of that fate-
ful year in Delhi. She records the events in stories

thatare chillingly of-the-mo-
ment. This is among the first
testaments to the simultane-
ous Independence and Parti-
tion of India.

7from 1947: first-hand
stories

Saliha Abid Husain, translated
by Syeda S Hameed

150pp, Rs 450

| Women Unlimited

READ: Lea Ypi's
Indignity, which
takes in the sweep
of Albanian
history, moves
across countries
and generations
to show how large
political
transformations

reshape the most intimate
aspects of everyday life. At
the same time, it asks if the
truthabout the past can ever

be fully recovered.

'Scan the QR
code to read
the review by
Pranavi
Sharma

Chintan Girish Modi

letters @hindustantimes.com

laka Rajan Skinner's
Persian Nights: An
Indian Child in [ran, a
graphic novel, is about

the author’s experience of living
in that country during the 1970s,
when her father got a teaching
job at Tehran University. “This
incredible country with its rich
culture and heritage was home
to us for 10 years and an
extremely important part of my
growing up years,” Rajan Skin-
ner writes in her author’s note.

As a child, she noticed that
many of the herbs and spices
like saffron, dill, turmeric, cin-
namon, coriander, cumin, gin-
ger and cardamom used in her
mother’s Indian cooking were

also part of Iranian cooking. She
was surprised to learn that jale-
bis and gulab jamuns, which are
assumed to be “traditional
Indian desserts”, are likely to
have originated in Iran. Woven
seamlessly into the novel illus-
trated by Shweta Allam, Vishnu
Jadhav and Chandrashekhar
Aher, these details make the
reader think about histories of
culinary exchange simmering
inside our kitchens, India
absorbed several influences
from the Persianate world
through trade, conquest, the
Mughal court, and migration.
Indeed, the author’s father was
one of the many Indian teach-
ers, doctors, and engineers who
went to [ran after Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi’s official visit
to the country in 1974, During

that visit, undertaken during a
severe global oil crisis, the Shah
of Iran, Mohammad Reza Shah
Pahlavi, agreed to contribute to
India’s energy security in
exchange for the supply of
skilled professionals.

The family’s apartment in
Tehran was small but had a gor-
geous view of snow-
capped mountains in
the distance. The
author contrasts this
picturesque setting
with the sibling
squabbles that took
place indoors. At
school, the curricu-
lum included Farsi,
English, Hindi and
Punjabi, and the
canteen  served
chana bhatura and

samosas. The reader also learns
about the neighbours: an Ira-
nian man married to an Indian
woman, Their love of music is
evident from an illustration of
the couple dancing away to
Boney M's Daddy Cool.

At this point, a wave of West-
ernisation was sweeping
through the country
and American hits
were played on the
radio, in clubs, and at
house parties. Things
changed rapidly with
the Islamic Revolution
(1978-1979). Religious
leaders opposed the

Persian Nights
Alaka Rajan Skinner
80pp, Rs 364
Speaking Tiger

rapid modernisation, especially
with respect to women’s rights
and eventually, the Shah fled
Iran and Ayatollah Khomeini
declared the nation an Islamic
republic.

Rajan Skinner’s narrative
documents the same history
through personal anecdotes,
often laced with humour. Before
the Islamic Revolution, Iranians
used to talk about the striking
resemblance between her father
and the Shah of Iran, The joke
died a natural death afterwards.

In another incident, that
probably elicited nervous
laughter at the time but is hila-
rious in the book, the family car
with the author’s father at the
wheel is stopped by a group of
armed Islamic guards. One of
them, sporting a large beard

English.”

The visual and psychological
landscape of the era is vividly
presented through illustrations
of protestors chanting “Death to
America. Death to the Shah”
and revolutionaries stopping by
the author’s home to warn the
family of anticipated gunfire.
Amidst this gloom, an unex-
pectedly light exchange occurs
when chador-clad, weapon-
wielding women ask the
author’s father how many wives
he has. That he has only one
surprises them and he is told
that he is still young and must
get another one. He agrees to
consider the suggestion.

The book, which pairs nostal-
gia with realism, never
descends into sentimentalism.
‘The Iran-Iraq war eventually

compelled the family to return
to India. The Persian carpet they
had to leave behind becomes a
painful symbol of separation.
Persian Nights is an imagina-

Athletes at Heydarnia Stadium in Tehran, Iran, 1970s. - GETTYIMAGES

tive depiction of the humanitar-
ian impact of conflict.

Chintan Girish Modi is a journal-
ist, educator and literary critic.
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Trust Test

ndias fi | markets are apy a significant
institutional milestone. The public listing of the National
Stocl Exchangc (NSE) offers investors an opportunity to
participate in the expansion of the country's capital markets.
But the more consequenual quesunn is whelher the i mm(ulmn
that facili can hat
ambitions are matched by its commllmenl to transparency,
accountability and investor protection. The NSE occupies a central
positionin India’s financial system. Its success reflects the growing
participation of households in equity markets, the expansion of
mutual funds and the increasing use of technology in trading. A
cessfullisting could deepen public with financial
markets and provide a fresh impetus to India’s IPO activity. Yet
thccnthusla<m sunvundmga major share sale should not obscure
such prcmmence
The proposed offering also presents an unusual distinction.
Existing shareholders are selling their stakes, rather than the
exchange issuing new shares to raise capital for itself. The
transaction will therefore provide liquidity to investors without
directly bringing fresh funds into the institution. Its significance
lies primarily in establishing a public market valuation and
opening ownership to a wider pool of investors.

That distinction matters because a stock exchange is not an
ordinary commercial enterprise. It operates cnuml market
infrastructure, on whichinvestors, brokersand comy
Its profitability is important, but so is the integrity of the sy: slenm
through which financial transactions are conducted. The exchange
must inspire confidence not merely as a business, but as an
msutuuonresponsnbk for ensuring fair and ordcrly [radmg, The

1 d journey towards listing makes
\lle‘r\lmns of preferential access to its trading systems and
fallures of governance delayed its plans for years. A publlc listing
cannot, byitself, erase that history. Instead. it raises the expectation
that disclosure, independent oversight and accountability will
equenna] as theinstitution comes undercloser
her tensioninthe srowth
position in derivatives trading has helped
make it a major force in global financial markets. But the scale of
such activity also raises questions about the ainability of
revenue generated by speculative participation. Regulatory
restrictions intended to address individual investors’ losses could
affect trading volumes and earnings. This is not simply a
commercial risk: it reflects the Lhallcngc of ha]ancmg market

with against excessive specula
The timing adds another comphcdlmn ‘Weakness in equmes
foreign-investor withdrawals, currency press and

oil could temper enthusiasm for new offerings. Large IPOs may
also draw funds away from existing shares, creating competing
demands for investor capital. The NSE listing should therefore be
judged against a broader standard than its size or subscription
figures. India needs capital markets that mobilise household
savings productively, allocate capital efficiently and protect
confidence in the fairness of trading. A public listing may widen
ownership. Whether it strengthens trust will depend on the
governance and market discipline that accompany it.

Costof Care

ndia’s expanding hospital infrastructure presents a paradox
that policymakers can no longer afford to ignore. More
hospitals, better diagnostic facilities and greater private
investment have increased the availability of medical care.
Yet formillions of families, access to treatment remains constrained
by its cost. A heal[hcarc system that expands capacity without
ensuring: king medical progress an exclusive
pnvﬂeg_e The wnsequence: extend well bevond individual bills.
When a serious illness forces families to exhaust their savings,
sell assets or borrow heavily, healthcare becomes a source of
economic insecurity. A cancer diagnosis or cardiac emergency
can undo years of hndncml stability. The hurden is pamcuhrlv
severe for | s without comprel ¢ for
whom even routine pmn:edures can involve difficult financial
choices. India’s private healthcare sector has a legitimate case to
make. Hospitals require substantial investment in buildings,
equipment, skilled personnel and patient safety. Private capital,
including foreign investment, remain important in meeting
the country’s gmwma demand for medical services. Regulalorv
interventionth ould disc
restrict capacity expansion and ultimately reduce access.
Butth forinvestment cannotb justification
for opaque billing, unnecessary investigations or prices that bear
little relaunnshlp totheactual cost ul’neatmem ”EdthCdfC isnot

‘market. Patients f: cannot
readllvcnmpdrepm Jiders, negotiate charges or postpone purct
e hospitals and pati arency

andaccountability indispensable. This is where the government’s
responsibility becomes critical. Price regulation deserves serious
consideration, but blanket caps imposed without reliable cost
assessments could create unintended consequences. Operating
costs vary across regions, institutions and levels of care. Any
regulatory framework must distinguish between legitimate
differences in costs and excessive charges, while ensuring that
hospitals cannot compromise treatment standards to  protect
ins. T1 priority should be
billing, enforceable treatment protocols and effective oversight of
medical devices, diagnostics and hospital charges. Patients must
knowwhat they are paying for, while regulators necd theauthority
and information to identify abu%ive practices.
verage must also become mo rather
than | leaving families exposed to subsmnual expenses despite
having nominal protection. Ulti Ty, however, private
hospitals cannot substitute for strengthening public healthcare.
India’s public hospitals remain essential to providing affordable
treatment, particularly for those who cannot afford private
facilities. Greater government investment in district hospitals,
medical colleges, primary care and essential diagnostics would
expand genuine choice and reduce dependence on expensive
providers. The challenge is not to choose between private
investment and public proy n.
Itis to establish a tem in which they serve complementary
purposes, with public insti accessand private
providers operating within clear standards of accountability.
India’s healtk biti cannot be d simply by
hospital beds added, capital attracted or corporate valuations
achieved. Their true measure is whether an ordinary family can
obtain necessary treatment without facing financial devastation.
A hospital expansion that leaves patients unable to afford its
services is an incomplete achievement. Healthcare must remain
a public responsibility even if treatment is private.

L | N m@

Amissioncreatedbyan
advisory counciland sustained
byaCabinetnoteisan
arrangement.Itcoordinates
when coordinationis
convenientandstallswhenitis
not.Itcannot compel aministry
thatdoesnotreporttoitto
releaseadatasetitconsidersits
own.Itcannotsurviveachange
ofpersonnel, ashiftinpriorities,
ortheslowdecay thatfollows
everyoutbreak. Without
statutorybacking, OneHealth
inIndiawillremainwhatit
currentlyis~acommitteewith
excellentintentionsandno
administrativeteeth

ne Earth, One Family, One Future.

India said three of the words at

the G20. The fourth is the one

that holds the other three up. On
zoonoses, surveillance and the institution
India has designed but not yet built India
offered the world a sentence at the G20:
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ~One Earth, One
Family, One Future. It was theright sentence,
and it was incomplete. One Earth is a
geography: One Family is an ethic. One
Future is an aspiration. Not one of the three
survives contact with asingle virus crossing
from a pangolin to a farmhand in a district
nobody has heard of.

‘Theword that makes the others load-bearing
is One Health. There can be no One Planet
without it. This is not a rhetorical flourish.
Roughly sixin ten known humaninfectious
diseases and around three-guarters of
emerging ones originate in animals. India
holds the world's largest livestock population,
extraordinary biodiversity, dense human
settlement and rapid land-use change ~ the
four ingredients of spillover, concentrated
in one subcontinent. If the next pandemic
has a postcode, statistically it is likelier to
be ours than most.

Here is the uncomfortable test. Ask a
district health officer in a tier-two town
what the National One Health Mission is.
Ask a municipal commissioner. a block
veterinary officer, a pollution control board
engineer. Outside the small circle of people
who sit on its committees or get invited to
its symposium
India’s most important public health idea

'‘One Earth,
One Family,
One Future'.

Institute of One Health at Nagpur, and now
spans morethan adozen central ministries.

ABSL-3/4 laboratory network has grown
to twenty-two facilities. The Department of
Animal Husbandry and Dairying runs a
One Health Support Unit; NCDC runs a
national zoonoses programme; pilots in
Karnataka and Uttarakhand have tested
integration on the ground: and full-dress
pandemic mock drills have been staged in
Ajmer and Khandwa. States were formally
convened for the first time in 2025. This
is a country that has done the thinking.

What India has is a mission. What
India needs is an institution.

The gap is not ambition or science. It
is legal form. A mission created by an
advisory council and sustained by a
Cabinet note is an arrangement. It
coordinates when coordination is

ONE
HEALTH

Thatgrammaris federated interoperability.
Note the word: federated, not centralised.
Weshould not attempt to pour every dataset

durm& the next crisis that we supplied the

dqueued forthec

One Health will not be mainstreamed
through a dedicated scheme. It will be
mainstreamed by being wntten into

thatalready have staff

and political attention. With its established

sueng[h in infectious disease bmlo"\
ics and

epidemiology in one of India’s mosl

spillover-prone la ]'mdsmpes ra state where

dcyclone-dri
intersect ~ the Institute of Life Sciences,
Bhubaneswar is well kitted to become an
anchor of India’s One Health architecture: a
regional sequencing and analytics hub that
reads human, animal and environmental
signals on the same map, in the same week.
and turns them into early warning rather
than after-the-fact confirmation. Recently
ithad hosted a quality national symposium
on the subject.

into a single rmuoml vault ~ politically
impossible, fragile,a V.
What we need is that a poultry mortality
record, a hospital fever report, an antimicrobial
resistance reading from a river and a
wastewater sample all carry the same
locational and temporal stamp. in the same
format, at the same administrative unit.
That unit should be the
district. Data stays where it
lives; the question travels.
Interoperability isagovernance
decision that merely looks
technical.
W We do not fail to see. We
fail to integrate.
India is, in fact, good at

CHARUDUTTA

convenient and stalls when it is not. It PANIGRAHI surveillance. IDSP reports,
cannot compel a ministry that does not veterinary networks, pollution
reporttoittoreleaseadatasetitconsiders ~ Thewriterisa  monitoring, food sampling,
its own. It cannot survive a change of technocratand INSACOG's  genomic
personnel, a shift in priorities, or the  policy thinker ~ consortium ~ which was
slow decay that follows every outbreak. ~ whohaslong  stood up across dozens of
Without statutory backing, One Health ~ argued for One  laboratories in months and
inIndia will remain what it currently is - Health as genuinely worked. The failure
a committee with excellent intentions  India'scentral ~ is not observation. It is
and no admmlslrauvc lceth public health  correlation. Anunusual cluster

hat mission of poultry deaths means

and declsn?alegﬂmandale apermanent
line in the budget rather than a project
cycle, defined powers to require data sharing
across sectors, and a named authority
answerable for acting on a signal. Add to it
a doctrine that protects the officer who
acted carlv and lumed out to be wrong

little. A shift in resistance

genes in a river means little.
A handful of atypical fevers at a district
hospital means little. Read together, in the
same week, on the same map, they are a
warning. Today they are read in five different
buildings by people who have never met.

Path St

isanac
black marl\ oﬁiclak will rationally wait for
certainty, and waiting for certainty is exactly

Common standards must also include a
distinction we have been careless about.

surveillance should be a
standard deliverable of Smart Cities, AMRUT
and Swachh Bharat, not a research pilot - it
is population-level, non-invasive, cheap,and
indifferent to whether people seek care.
This matters most in tier-two and tier-three
towns, which are now urbanising and
polluting faster than the metros while
carryingafraction of their laboratory capacity,
and where peri-urban dairies, backyard
poultry and untreated sewage sit within
metres of each other.

Livestock health must be treated as public
health infrastructure, not only as farm
economics. Biodiversity protection and
eco-sensitive zone management must be
read as outbreak prevention, because every
hectare of habitat fragmentation shortens
the distance between a wild reservoirand a
human lung. And the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission should carry a One Health
data spine from the outset, rather than
retrofitting one later at ten times the cost.

Then the people. Put One Health into
MBBS, BVSc, nursing and public health
curricula. Give the A‘\Hr\ worker and thc
para-veterinari
And protect the farmer who reports: if
naming a district collapses its trade and
cullsits herds, reporting stops.and the most
sophisticated laboratory network on earth
goes blind. Trust is not a soft consideration
here. Itis structural.

Somewhere tonight, a virus is copying
itself with an error in it. We cannot prevent
that; it is what biology does. What we can
decide is how long it takes us to notice ~
wastewater sample in week one, or an

-are unit in month eighteen. That

intervalis not set by the state of our science.

of this decade is currently a

among the converted.

‘That is not for want of effort. The record
is genuinely creditable. The Mission was
recommended by the Prime Minister's
Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory
Councilin 2022 and received Cabinet approval
in February 2024. It is steered by the Office
ofthe Principal Scientific Adviser,implemented
through ICMR, anchored in a new National

M The Korea Herald

environment, forests and wildlife, urban
affairs, jal shakii,c w'\h rand

dofus. Itis set by whether

what costs us eighteen months and several ~ Sequencing a virus is not sequcncmg a

hundred thousand lives. persun. Pathogen genomi der;

isusually silence. (‘ounthunestlyandthedepm that ics read: the husl Couﬂaung
blem numbercloser fiv them frigh litication  Our 1§

tion  health,animal isheries, and stalls consent ~ while pretending the

distinction is absolute ignores that samples

food safety, fFai
scienceand technology, biotechnology, space,
statistics, home, commerce, tourism, education,
Ayush, and the state machinery beneath
each. They will never be integrated by
meetings. They can only be i bya

come from ~identify.
The answer is to write the firewall into
the architecture: pathogen data open and
rapidly shared, human identifiers minimised
and governed strictly under the data protection
framework, with no emergency waiver.
settleaccessand | -sharing

we are willing to give a good idea a legal
body, a standing budget and the authority
to ask twenty-five ministries the same
question on the same morning.

One Earth, One Family, One Future. India
should finish the sentence. Anticipation is
not a technology: it is a way of organising
nur§c|ves. agreed in advance, in calm

common grammar.

nﬂwmca.lmcond.lmns. ratherthandiscovering

Stockholm’s Korean Culture Festival

tockholmis notaregular tourstop
for K-pop groups, but Aug. 22
proved to be an exception. As part
of the Korean Culture Feﬂnval
Stockholm, hosted by Koreanskt Ki

and young adults. Some held handmade
signs, including photoboards that celebrated
individual members of the group.

Given that Ifeye had a 45-minute set,

(Korean Cultural Centre in Stockholm),
K-pop group Ifeye performed a 10-song
set at Kungstradgarden, a venue with a
simultaneous capacity of 7000. The
estimated number of visitors throughout
the day was about 30000, according to
the organizers.

Theafternoon included Korean cultural
activities such as folk games, tackwondo,
and K-pop dance, as well as booths with
K-product vendors. I was not at the event,
butIwatched a YouTube remrdmg Talso
spoke to one of the

they 1to be the main focus of the
day. Members Won Hwayeon. Taerin,
Rahee, Kasia, Meu and Sasha
all seemed very comfortable
speaking Englishto the crowd.
I strongly believe K-pop fans
who live where fewer groups
visit are starving for concerts
andareincredibly enthusiastic.

Dahae Choi, creative director
of Hitfire Producuun who

tist casti

mamgcr for the event, told me, The
au

OfThe

The festival ran from noon to 6 p.m.
and, from the YouTube video, the audience
areawas packed ~ primarily with teenagers

than I expected. What stood out to me
was how K-pop fan culture itself has
travelled along with the music. People are

Letters To The Editor ] editor@thestatesman.com

Learning and fear

Sir, This refers to the thought provoking
article, “Authority and respect,” by Dr Arpita
Basu Roy, published today. There was a
time when the sound of a ruler striking a
desk, or the sudden sting of punishment
on a child’s palm, was regarded almost
casually as part of education. Generations
grew up with the comforting explanation
thatateacher punished a child because the
teacher cared ~ that pain was sometimes
necessary to shape character.

Butthereis a profound flaw hidden inside
that familiar justification. A five-year-old
does not become a better learner because
fear has entered the classroom. Fear can
make a child sit sill, lowcr the vuice

hut obedience s not character.

ywhere
fear ends:inthe freedomtoask, to wonder
tosay “Idonot
andtoask“Why?"without

‘We are, right now, in calm conditions.

/INN

no longer just watching a performance
but are actively participating in it as if
they were at the concert venue in Seoul.”
Dahae is a veteran of Korea's K-pop
industry. but has lived in Sweden for more

than a decade.
It is a personal crusade for her to

AMember bring K-pop and K-culture more

generally toher new home of Sweden.
Those who believe in promoting
Hallyu owe members of the Korean
diasporalike Dahae adebt of gratitude.
Only by living in a country can you
begin to understand how to tap into
their curiosity about Korea and the
Korean Wave.

While some audience members were
Ifeye fans, many would have been less
familiar with this young group. Dahae
further explained, “It was especially fun
toseelocal parents and first-time observers

standing next to fans who knew every
lyric in Korean. Some made their own
signs and fan items and were fully
emotionally invested. That contrast really
showed how engaging and contagious
the energy of K-pop can be.”

To both old and new fans alike, from
my viewing of the video, Ifeye did not
disappoint. They performed mostly their
own songs, including my personal favorite,

“Nerdy” (which I previously heard at last
year’s KCON in LA).

‘The audience was also invigorated by
two cover songs ~ “As If It's Your Last”
(originally by Blackpink) and "Dope”
(originally by BTS). The balance between
doing one’s original songs versus covers
is difficult for newer groups to navigate,
but I think this was the right balance.
Also, who can quibble with theirexcellent
choices?

it ridiculeit, dismissit, or frighten the child
into silence. Fear then becomes a smoke
sereen behind which inadequateknowledge
can hide. A classroom should produce

ioning minds, notobedient shadows.

or punishment. A classroom may | bcpcrfccll\
silent because every child is listening - or
becauseevery child haslearnt that speaking,
is dangerous. The silence may look like
discipline from the teachers desk, while
from inside the child’s mind it may be the
beginning of intellectual surrender.

More disturbing still is the use of fear to

P 3 s

achild’squestion reaches a place wherethe
teacher’s knowledge ends. The question
may be innocent, but profound; the doubt
may expose a gap in the lesson - or in the

and
but it cannot make the nund curious. It
may produce compliance, but compliance
is not learning; it may produce obedience,

teacher’s Atthat moment, the
easiest escape is not to say. “Ido not know;
letus find the answer.” but to create a cloud
ofauthority around the question: discourage

Yours, etc., Narayanan Kizhumundayur,
Thrissur, 24 September.

Disturbing

Sir, The latest revelations about the
Election Commission of India are deeply
disturbing ~ and they cannot be brushed

questions more serious.
The Electi A

institution, not the personal domain of one
office-holder. No individual should ever
appear bigger than the institution they
occupy. When the authority entrusted with
pmtcttmg citizens’ voting rwhts faces
out t

and internal accountability, every Indun
has the right to demand answers. This is
not about one party or another.

It is about the credibility of India's
dcmucmcy Power without transparency is

aside as an internal di

‘Two Election Commissioners reportedly
raised objections at least 14 times, alleging
that crucial decisions were taken without
their knowledge. Some objections reportedly
concerned adding and deleting voters and
Lumml over electoraj databases. The ECI

But that only makes the unanswered

Authority without

isworse. Every objection must be examined.

Every decision must withstand scrutiny.

Every citizen must have confidence that

their right to vote cannot be compromised

behind closed doors. Democracy demands
nothing less.

Yours, etc., Noopur Baruah,

Tezpur, 24 September.
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‘Spend 6% on education’

or him, politics runs in the

blood, even though he has

taken on the avatar of an

educationist and is highly
successful at it.

The city of Vellore, known for its
historic fort and the 1806 mutiny of
Indian sepoys that rattled the British
East India Company nearly half a
century before the First War of
Independence in 1857, has today emerged
as a prominent landmark on India’s
education map. A former Tamil Nadu
minister and founder of Vellore Institute
of Technology (VIT), Govindasamy
Viswanathan, popularly knownas GV,
was a young MP who rubbed shoulders
withtitanslike Acharya Kripalani, Ram
Manohar Lohia, Indrajit Gupta and
legendary communist leader AK Gopalan,
among others.

In this interview with M C Rajan,
GV reminisces about his plunge into
politics at an early age and his turn as
a builder of the VIT empire.

Excerpts:
Q: What prompted your political
plunge?

A: Right from my school days, I
was drawn to the DMK. I was in the
10th class when, for the first time, I
attended a public meeting of Anna
(DMK founder and former Chief
Minister CN Annadurai). It was 1954,
13 years before the party was swept
to power, and the occasion was Anna
unveiling a statue of Gandhiji at
Gudiyattam. Along with a few friends
from my village, I went there on a
bicycle. Spartan in his lifestyle, Anna
was a great orator who turned the
DMK into a massive political force
through mass mobilisation.

Q: With many stalwarts in the
DMK, how did you get the ticket
in the 1967 Lok Sabha election,

poli?

A: In 1963, after completing my
Law degree and enrolling as an advocate,
1 got an opportunity to speak for 10
minutes in a meeting with Anna on
the dais. It was a special meeting, and
attendees had to pay an entrance fee
for the party fund. My speech helped
securea place for me with Anna. Later,
recalling that speech, he told senior
party colleagues in Madurai that 1
was a talent for the party and should
be sent to Parliament. Then Chennai
Mayor Minor Moses, my Law classmate,
who was privy to that, disclosed it to
me.

Atthe December 1966 Virugambakkam
DMK conference, [ was expecting my
name to be announced for the Vandavasi
LS seat. Candidates were announced
except for Vandavasi. The DMK
contested 25 seats, leaving 14 to allies,
including the Swatantra Party led by
Rajagopalachari (Rajaji), CP1(M) and
the TUML. When Duraimurugan and
L Ganesan took me to Anna, he told
us, “Give me some time. Dharmalingam,
former MLA, is a senior leader and
district secretary. He is in contention
and had to be pacified. Viswanathan
is an MA BL, well-read and more
educated than me. He should be sent
to Parliament.” We had such leaders,
but for Anna, I would have been a
lawyer.

Q: How was the campaign?

A: The party gave Rs 4.000 for
election expenses from Rs 11 lakh
collected at the Saidapet rally in
Chennai. My opponent was M
Krishnasamy of the Congress. We were
batchmates in the Law College. We
exchanged pleasantries and had
c ions during the c:
much to the surprise of the DMK
workers and functionaries. Once, we
were at Arni at 3 am and Anna, who
was unable to canvas in four towns,
asked the party functionaries to take
me instead of him. I won by a margin
of over 85000 votes in the 1967 election.

When 1 was with
Violet Alva, mother-in-
law of Margaret Alva,
a senior Congress MP,
sheasked. "Whoisthe
boy? What's he doing
here?” To this, she
retorted immediately,
“He is not a boy but
an MP like you. If
someone is youthful
here, it should be from
the DMK."

Q: Your memories
of Indira Gandhi.

A:In 1971, she gave
the party ticket to many
youths. She liked me.
Once an elderly relative
of Mrs Gandhi was
getting treatment at
the CMC Hospital in
Vellore. The old lady
had informed the PM
about Chief Minister

mmmnmﬂus interference,

Q:Any d

A: Elecuons“erc helds simultaneously
for the assembly, and Annamalai, a
retired teacher who defeated P
Ramachandran, Government Whip
who later became Union Minister and
Kerala Governor, demanded that Anna
make him the Whip, since he had
defeated the incumbent. To this Anna
asked him to meet D Rajarathinam,
who defeated Chief Minister M
Bhaktavatsalam!

Q: Your encounters with stalwarts
in Parliament.

A: Once, (Ram Manohar) Lohia
asked me in the Central Hall: “Why
are you not wishing me?” And I replied:
“lLam anti-Hindi and you are a Hindi
fanatic”. Unfazed, he took me to the
canteen, got me a coffee, and explained
his position. Then, on taking leave,
he said, “Tamil Vazhga” (Hail Tamil),
making me realise I was wrong.

Mrs Gandhi asked me to sort it out,
and as I was engaged in resolving the
issue, Karunanidhi asked why I was
acting against the Government.
Brahmananda Reddy. a former student
of Pachayappa’s College in Chennai,
was dispatched to meet Karunanidhi.
“Neenga pannungo or else, amma
panniduvango” (Either you do it or
else PM will do it (dismiss your
government), he told Karunanidhi,
forcing him to oblige.

Q: Tell us about your journey
with MGR.

A:1resigned from the DMK in 1975
and joined hands with MGR (ATADMK
founder M G Ramachandran), who
made me Deputy Leader in the Lok
Sabha. It surprised (Atal Behari)
Vajpayee and Piloo Modi, who asked.
“What is happening in Tamil Nadu?”"
On MGR's request, [ returned to state

politics and won from the Anaikattu
seat.

1t was then that I requested Chief
Minister MGR to sanction an Engineering
College for Vellore region. “Government
has no money. You start one,” was his
response. All necessary permissions
were cleared. Though MGR could not
inaugurate the institution, the first
statue of his is at VIT, started with
modest resources.

Q: What’s your assessment of
J Jayalalithaa since you were a
minister in her government?

A:Jayalalithaa made me a minister
for the first time and gave me full
autonomy. I served as Food and Civil
Supplies Minister, and she had once
said that even opponents could not
find fault with me. She was very
intelligent, a big plus, but easily got
angry.

Q:Whatails our higher education
system?

A: Privatisation of education is not
a solution. The first freebie should be
free education. We are lagging far
behind in offering higher education.
Private college fees are high, but Tamil
Nadu is comparatively better because
of Christian missionaries. Only through

quality 1
come down. Disparity is higher in India
thanin the US, with the top 10 per cent
owning 80 per cent of wealth.

India should spend 6 per cent of
GDP on education. There should be
healthy competition, which is not
there at present. The affiliating system
is a sort of slavery, and it should go.
‘We have not yet grown to international
standards in education. For medical
education, people go everywhere except
Pakistan.

Social sciences are relegated and
donot get the importance they deserve,
but we need more economists and
social scientists. South Korea offers a
model for teachers’salaries and training.

How lean should Indian

SAYANTAN KUNDU AND
ADITYA BANERJEE

orking capital has again
come into focus for Indian
businesses. The July
manufacturing PMI,
released in early August, showed
Indian manufacturers rebuilding input
stocks, while finished-goods inventories
rose at their fastest pace in more than
11 years. Parliament has also recently
amended the MSME law to address,
amongother issues, delays in payments.
Both bear directly on a familiar
corporate-finance problem - how much
money should a firm allow to remain
tied up in inventories, receivables and
other short-term operating assets?
‘Working capital is central to a fil
y-to-day operations. In simple terms,
itis the money committed to inventory

S

capital-structure theory, researchers
later argued that firms should aim for
an optimum level of working capital.
Too little can cause stock-outs or
liquidity stress: too much leaves scarce
capital sitting in low-return assets.
Studies based largely on US and
European firms often found an inverted-U
relationship between working-capital
efficiency and firm performance,
encouraging managers to benchmark
themselves against an industry norm.
That prescription is harder to apply
without qualification in an emerging

market such as India.
Indian mnnulac[umn deE opu'xtlng
scription.

Supply chains can be disrupted by
infrastructure bottlenecks, regulatory
changes, geopolitical shocks or sudden
movements in oil and freight costs.
Suppllcn are notalways equally reliable.

and receiv. after taking into account
short-term operating liabilities such
as payables. The cash conversion cycle
(CCC) measures how long that money
remains tied up before sales are
converted back into cash.

For years, the dominant advice has
been to keep this cycle lean. The
intuition is easy tounderstand. Faster
inventory turnover. quicker collection
from customers, and disciplined
payment management release cash
that can be used elsewhere, primarily
in capital expenditure. Drawing on
the same trade-off logic used in

it
ebpccmll\' \\he[e h.nuammg power
rests with the buyer. Recovering overdue
payments through the lcga] system
can take time. And the cost of running
outofacritical input may be far greater
than the financing cost of carrying a
little more inventory.

Under these conditions, a low cash
conversion cycle is not always evidence
of superior management. It can also
mean that the firm has very little
room for error. In an earlier study, we
examined this question across 11 major
Indian manufacturing industries. We

asked whether Indian firms behaved
as standard working-capital theory
would predict, that is, by moving
towards an industry-level optimum,
with capital markets rewarding firms
as they approached it. The evidence
did not support that pattern. Instead,
the relationship between the cash
conversion cycle and risk-adjusted
excess stock returns, or alpha, was
asymmetric. In our sample, the estimated
threshold was roughly 84 days. Below
that level. changes in the cash conversion
cycle had no statistically meaningful
effect on alpha. Once the cycle moved
beyond the threshold, however, the
association turned sharply negative.
For managers, the findings may be
useful. If a company’s cash cycle is
already comfortable within a safe range.
squeezing another few days out of
inventory or customer credit may do
little for its market valuation. Once the
cycle begins to stretch well beyond the
firm's normal range, the same working
capital is more likely to signal inefficiency
than a prudent operating buffer.
Opportunity cost increases beyond
the threshold. Cash locked in excess
inventory or slow-moving receivables
cannot finance machinery, technology,
capacity expansion or other capital
expenditures. An unnecessarily long
CdSh cycle can therefore affect both

=]

cash cycle begins to signal operating
or financial strain. A breach should
promptacloserlook at what is driving
it. Are inventories rising because
demand has slowed? Are customers
taking longer to pay? Has supplier
reliability deteriorated?Identical CCC
numbers can conceal quite different
operating conditions.

Investors and analysts have reason
to watch the same movements. A
persistently rising cash conversion

rms be?

logistics and credit. Our results suggest
that mm‘ket Wﬂualions are more %ns’ v
toe

thanto mcrememdl improvements in
an already lean cash cycle.

This distinction is particularly relevant
today when inventories, paymentcycles
and the cash available for investment
areagain underscrutiny. Lean working
capital remains good financial discipline,
but managers should focus on the
point at which the cash cycle begins to

cyclemay reveal weak collection
ipline, inventory accumulation or
declining bargaining power before
those problems reflect in earnings.
The 84-day estimate from our study
should not be read as a fixed rule for
every company or industry. Firm-level

hand sh liquidity.
Managers should therefore identify
the point beyond which their own

holds will differ with production
[echnology, customer mix, supplier
dependence and the reliability of

constrain or creals
strain. That threshold will vary across
firms, depending on their production
structure, supplier relationships and
customer credit conditions, and should
therefore be assessed in the context of
the firm’s own operating environment.
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Crossword | No.293592

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

ACROSS 12 Top bishop has 21 Dotty made lovein  DOWN 13 A saucer, perhaps
Father Ted Doha ending early from Ganymede?
1 Governmentfunded  defrocked phase of chastity 1 Split leftover capital _ (9)
body gives Dame @ (10) 5 15 Am ipports
Mary reduced work 13 Stroke stomach 23 Lively old air, 2 Anoint a Byzantine strike on Prince
(6) before beginningon  inspiring finale of lady (7) Edward Island (9)
4 Centrally heated legs (5) Beethoven's ninth? 3 Serviceman captures 17 Giving a name to
room mostly being 14 One of Elgar's ) a foukmouthed bird and fish
used for procreation  variations 24 Ruddy German after _ nationalist (3) @)
(24) incorporated into making U-turn 5 Slender king's 19 One lacking belief is
8 The bioke's right- finale and added to tailgates German figure () given dabs of
wing past (7) ) car, | hear (7) 6 Old stageris a accessories to
9 Killer stalks 16 Holy man bores posh 25 Government, say, cavalryman? Sounds  armed robbery
Frenchman in couples on the next obstructs the return ke it (7) )
Spanish location floor (8) of Arab ruler Dicky perished after 21 Singular lame gags
) 18 Bread making (6) after raising a stink
11 Yankee separates instruments 26 Revolutionary part century breaks (9) 5)
two poets with 5 of Ptolemaic 10 Wife's so nimble 22 Architectural
identical cuts in 20 Type of music club astronomy during dance feature in Kosovo
brawl (@) (6) movement (6,3) Iocation (5)

Front page of The Statesman
dated 26 1926

OCCASIONALNOTE

The South African delegation arrives
in Calcutta to-morrow for a very busy
three days. If their digestions survive
the strain, they will have little cause to
complain of their welcome here or in
any part of India, and they will have
had ample opportunity of learning that
there is unanimity in the country on the
Natal Indian problem. The deputation
comes to this city at a time when many
are away and the energies of the rest are
relaxed after the long heat and rains,
but there is no sign of lassitude in the
programme arranged for them. Lunches
with the Rotary Club and the European
Association and dinner with the Calcutta
Club are the chief gastronomic items,
and the exercise thus necessitated will
be taken in visits to the School of Tropical
Medicine, the Bose Institute, and some
of the colleges of the city. All this will
persuade our visitors that here is a
strenuous centre of civilization even in
September. Their visit is far too short
for Calcutta’s wishes but they are severely
rationed in time; they have to see much
and meet many in their month. Fortunately
for themselves they are spared the strain
of making political speeches. They are
in India to gather information, not as
diplomatic representatives with a message
to deliver, and all classes — including
we hope our City Fathers — will unite in
giving them a hearty welcome.

NewsItems

OLD AGE PENSIONS

SCHEME WORKING
WELL AND SMOOTHLY

(British Official Wireless.)
Rughy, Sept.

Sir Kingsley Wood, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Health Ministry, speaking
at Newcastle said the machinery of the
new Widows and Old Age Pensions Act
was working smoothly and well. Over
260,000 pensions in Great Britain were
inoperation, covering over half a million
persons. Sums paid in the new pensions
now amounted to nearly a quarter of a
million sterling per week, and this amount
was steadily rising.

FIGHT TO CONTINUE

MR.COOK’S
COMMENT ON
PREMIER’S
LETTER

‘The Cabinet discussed the coal situation
for two hours to-day. Mr. Cook, after
reading the letter which the Premier
sent to the Federation, said that if the
Government persisted in their attitude
he saw nosign of an end to the struggle.
The Miners' Executive meets on Monday
todecide onthecourse of action. —Reuter.

SENTRY STABBED

PRISONERS’
ESCAPE FROM
POLICE CUSTODY

BOMBAY, SEPT.

Babu Chasmawalla, a notorious dacoit,
has once again escaped from custody.
He got away at about four in the morning
from the Bandra police cell along with
three other under-trial prisoners. It appears
that Chasmawalla had removed the bolts
from the prison door, dashed out with
his three companions, attacked the sentry,
stabbed him with his (the sentry’s) own
bayonet and made off. It was early this
year that he escaped from the Esplanade
Police lockup by breaking through the
strong wire fencing of a window and was
with great difficulty secured in July. He
was sentcnced to two years rigomus
imprisonment which he was undergoing
when he made good his escape again
to-day. Chasmawalla was also undergoing
trial before the magistrate of Bandra in
connexion with aseries of house-breaking
and theft charges.
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Trump-XI summit
Extension of trade truce signals status quo

HE Washington summit between US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Chinese President
Xi Jinping was spectacular but not very sub-
stantive. Beneath the pageantry, the meeting
exposed how deeply intertwined — and how
sharply divided — the world’s two largest economies
remain. The clearest outcome was an extension of their
trade truce. They secured another two months, but the
fundamental disputes remain: tariffs, Chinese purchas-
es of American goods, rare-earth supplies and US restric-
tions on advanced technology. For businesses, short-
term relief is not the same as a durable settlement.

The symbolism of the summit was hard to miss. Trump
proudly presented a renovated White House complex and
hosted an elaborate state dinner. On Taiwan, the stakes
were understandably high. Xi urged Washington to oppose
Taiwan'’s independence and handle the issue with what
Beijing called prudence. The US has long maintained an
ambiguous position, supporting Taiwan'’s ability to defend
itself while not formally recognising its sovereignty. Xi’s
reference to the “Thucydides Trap” was another reminder
of the strategic challenge confronting both nations. The
concept describes the danger of conflict when an estab-
lished power faces arising one. The Chinese Presidentalso
called for military dialogue and stronger crisis prevention
mechanisms. Such overtures matter precisely because

di \ent between Washington and Beijing extends
beyond economics into the spheres of security and tech-
nology. Artificial intelligence (Al) illustrated the divide.
Trump emphasised avoiding new guardrails, while Xi
argued that AT must remain under human control and
serve public welfare. Their different approaches suggest
that cooperation in this field will be difficult.

Despite the absence of a dramatic breakthrough, the
summit’s significance lies in whether Washington and
Beijing can turn continued communication into practi-
cal stability. A trade truce can expire, the tech race can
intensify and tensions over Taiwan can sharpen. The
harder — and more consequential — task is keeping
competition from becoming confrontation.

Jobscheme

Address the sharp decline in numbers

loss of 9.56 crore workdays of rural employ-

ment in July-August compared with the corre-

sponding period last year — flagged by the

Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) citing the Min-

istry of Rural Development data — throws up

serious questions. According to the farmers’ body, 20.21

crore person-days of work were generated during the peri-

od as against 29.77 crore in 2025. These figures challenge the

Centre’s claims that the newly rolled out Viksit Bharat-

Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission Gramin (VB-G

RAM G) Act is an enhanced version of the Mahatma Gand-

hi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNRE-

GA). The focusis back on the red flags raised when the struc-
tural changes to the flagship scheme were announced.

‘While a combination of factors may well have played a
part in this sharp decline, the Centre cannot wash its hands
of the matter. It must address the issue that has cropped up
at the very outset —is the new rural job scheme inherently
restrictive in its shape and form? Shifting from a centrally-
funded, demand-driven model to one where most states
must now contribute 40% of the cost poses a major hurdle.
Althougha temporary pause in work during the sowing sea-
son, delays in transitioning from the erstwhile scheme and
lower migration of labourers are plausible contributory fac-
tors, they alone cannot explain such a huge dip in employ-
ment generation. Something is fundamentally amiss.

The argument that a growing economy no longer
requires an employment guarantee to combat rural job-
lessness is flawed. The scheme is a lifeline for millions
of Indians. A legal framework for employment guaran-
tee is meant to free them from dependence on the
State’s discretion. If it is strictly budget-driven, cracks
are bound to show. In such a situation, a robust watch-
dog and accountability provisions are essential.

-OPINION
Churning and change
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Amarinder Singh’s angst is matched by Cockroach Janta Party’s outburst

JYOTI MALHOTRA

HE old order is con-

stantly a-changing,

vielding place to the

new, but in the last 24

hours it has seemed
as if both the old and young are
expressing their frustration with
the powers-that-be.

The first, the patriarch of Pun-
Jjab politics, 84-year-old former
chief minister Capt Amarinder
Singh, told The Tribune that as
CM from 2017-2021, he brought
up the matter of cross-border
drones bringing in drugs with
both PM Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah; that
when his pleas went unheard, he
concluded that “Delhi doesn't
understand Punjab.” Singh
went on to add that the BJP had
never consulted him on matters
of both policy and politics in the
state and that he had gained
nothing by joining it.

The senior politician’s angst is
matched by the young Cockroach
Janta Party’s angry outburstatits
press conference in Delhi on
Thursday, demanding the scalp of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar (“Gyanesh, it's
done bro!”), within 48 hours, in
the wake of revelations in the
Indian Express that the CEC did
nothing about the exclusion of
voters on EC software despite
being allegedly aware.

The key question that arises
from both sets of remarks is about
the limits to political ambition —
and whetherage should have any-
thing to do with it. Can you, for
example, disregard the roar of an
ageing lion to your peril, knowing
he may still have one last shikar
up his sleeve? Should the BJP be
more considerate of Amarinder’s
criticism of his own party and
thereby his capacity to damage it
in Punjab, in the run-up to this

they already consigned him to the
King Lear line-up?

Equally, can you ignore the
prattling of an outfit-that’s-not-
even-a-political party, keenly
aware that the last time you came
down heavily on the CJP protest
you had to pay with the head of
your own Education Minister?

It's important to separate the
noise from the silence that has
followed the Indian Express sto-
ry, although it’s clear the state is
gatheringitselfin. As the 48-hour
CJP deadline for the resignation
ofthe CEC approaches, the barri-
cades are back at Jantar Mantar.
Gyanesh Kumar has cancelled
his visits to Meerut and Varanasi.

Not just the Opposition, even
BJP allies like Chirag Paswan
and Upendra Kushwaha are
now beginning to push back and
demand the CEC “dispel the
misgivings in the minds of the
people.”  Remember  that
Paswan had asked questions
about Amit Shah’s decision to
impose the uniform civil code in
all BJPrun states, and had
demurred over Bihar.

Certainly, the country is divid-
ed down the middle. The CJP
has been carefully expanding its
ambit since the July protest in
Delhi — we can't seem to take
our eyes off CJP videos exposing

Certainly, the country
is divided down the
middle. The CJP has
been carefully
expanding its ambit
since the July
protestin Delhi.

in their #SchoolThikKaro cam-
paign, while Abhijit Dipke, him-
self a Dalit, seeks to place the
national attention on mental
health issues after the death of a
student in IIT Bombay, across
caste, class and gender.
Certainly, the rise and rise of
the CJP has forced the media to
do its job, both in quizzing the
ruling party and the Opposition.
The question that asks itself is
why haven't any of the tradi-
tional political parties — except
for AAP, which has put a lot of
effort into its Schools of Emi-
nence project in Punjab, not

z
criticism of his own party? Fn

least it has tried — bothered to
pay attention to the all-impor-
tant subject of education, except
when they were setting up pri-
vate universities and colluding
with the political elite to transfer
resources at cheap rates to those
universities? If you were going
to shed crocodile tears for the
young, at least pretend that
their future affects you too.

The CJP is not a political party
and doesn’t pretend to call itself
one, but it's showing the mirror
to us all. Look this is happening
in your own backyard, how come
you haven’t noticed before? The
truth is that we have noticed, but
that we are either far too com-
plicit, or too cynical or simply
don’t care enough.

$Still, the impact of the alleged
dysfunction at the heart of the
Election Commission is bound
to have repercussions as elec-
tions near — besides Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Manipur, Goa
and Uttarakhand are going to
the polls in February. Tiny Goa
has been in the eye of the storm
in the Indian Express leaks,
which detailed how 97 voters
could not get themselves on the
rolls despite official attempts
being made to do so.

There are two views how this is

leader Rahul Gandhi, arguing
that his “vote chori” campaign
has led the argument for some
time, and that if distrust in the
neutrality of the Election Com-
mission creeps in, his party will
be the primary beneficiary.

The second view hints at the
tides swirling within the BJP
and the RSS and how the Elec-
tion Commission revelations
will impact the positions of top
party leaders. Certainly if the
BJP juggernautis dented inany
of the states going to the polls, it
will affect the fortunes of those
Jjockeying for the affections of
those at the top.

According to the latter view,
Rahul Gandhi can hold as
many rallies as he wants in
cities like Indore, but when
change comes, it will come
from within the BJP. Not that
the BJP can insulate itself from
tremors from the ground —
who, for example, ordered the
use of pellet guns on unarmed
students during the CJP
protest in July? We don’t know
the answer to that, but when it
comes, it is certain to trigger an
avalanche that will disturb the
party’s power structure.

For the time being, the party’s
power structure seems pretty
strong and confident. In the last
Assembly election cycle, it spent
Rs 529 crore, outspending every
other party — Rs 286.99 crore in
West Bengal alone — while the
Congress spent Rs 42.08 crore.
The BJP's continuing access to
funds remains remarkable.

Question 1is, if this incredible
strength will also give its leader-
ship the wisdom to listen to dis-
senting voices within, like that of
Amarinder Singh of Punjab, or
would they rather consign him
to the Margdarshak Mandal
already stacked with senior BJP
folks. Problem is, even the Man-
dal isn't safe from the prying
eyes of the outside world any-
more — none other than former
deputy PM and architect of the
Ram Mandir LK Advani has
himself received a letter from
the venerable Election Commis-
sion asking him to prove his cre-

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Mutual recrimination

1T was a fine example which Pandit Motilal Nehru set when in the
course of his Cawnpur speech he resolutely refused to take any
notice of a leaflet attacking him and his party which had been cir-
culated at the meeting. He was actually challenged to answer the
allegation made in the leaflet. “No,” he said, “T will not answer
them. They will be answered by Madan Mohan Malaviya and Lala
Lajpat Raiwho, Iunderstand, will soon be here and to whom ITam
sending a copy of this leaflet.” In our opinion, this is exactly the
way to doit. Our leaders are never tired of declaring that they are
fighting for principles and not for any personal ends. They are
never weary of saying that they do not believe in personal recrim-
ination and in that spirit of intolerance which is often displayed
by a section of their followers. Why should not the leaders on one
side, then, leave it to the leaders on the other to sternly rebuke
their followers, when the latter deviate from the path of propriety
and indulge in personal attacks? And why should not those in
whom this confidence is placed show by their actual conduct that
they fully deserve it? Publiclife would be a better, nobler and pur-
er thing than it is if our leaders cultivated this habit of keeping
their followers within bounds. Now that the Pandit has come to
Punjab, he has an excellent opportunity of practising the princi-
ple which he so nobly preached in his Cawnpur speech. He must
have read that at the recent meeting in Lahore addressed by
Malaviyaand Rai, a pamphlet was circulated, making a bitter per-
sonal attack on one of India’s most distinguished public men.

important Assembly polls, or have

the decay in government schools

with unmixed results, but at tabl

going to unfold. The more chari-

dentials in the ongoing special
i ive revision exercise.

dit to Congress

May we never confuse honest dissent with disloyal subversion. — bwight b Eisenhower

The privilege of
road repair

CoL PS RANDHAWA (RETD)

of India. Most of them are broken, potholed and in need
f repair and recarpeting. We are now quite used to liv-
ing at the mercy of the system/administration.

A couple of months ago, the Prime Minister visited our
city to inaugurate a renovated railway station. He was to
travel on a 1.5-km stretch of the national highway, from the
helipad gate to the station. Within days, this not-so-bad
road was recarpeted and made so smooth that it resem-
bled, to borrow a politician’s words, the cheeks of a
renowned heroine of yesteryear.

However, that stretch stood in glaring, mocking contrast to the
surrounding roads. Had the PM travelled to a fewmore places in
our city, we would have been blessed with several better roads.

Coming to our colony’s roads, recarpeted about three years
ago (after much pleading by the residents), they started devel-
oping potholes after a few months. As time passed, the pot-
holes grew bigger and dustier. Unfortunately, since the MLA of
our constituency is from an Opposition party, we — the voters
— were condemned to suffer neglect at the hands of the
authorities. Numerous visits by RWA (resident welfare associ-
ation) members yielded many promises but no results.

Amid the buzz around the next elections, the ruling party’s
local in-charge suddenly began taking an interest in our area.
Sensing asilver lining, a delegation of residents met her during
avisit. We presented our grievances alongside a written appeal,
and she assured us that the matter would be addressed. We were
informed that after the recarpeting of a nearby village road,
some material would be used to fix the potholes of our roads.

We kept our fingers crossed as the nearby road was recarpet-
ed. When that work was completed, members of the repair team
finally arrived in our colony with heavy machinery. We hurried
out towelcome them and pointed out the worst potholes. To our
dismay, they ignored us and moved toward a road junction that
was already in a relatively good condition. The repeated “call
attention” appeals to the munshi of this team fell on deaf ears.
After most of the repair material had been used on that road,
the leftover was utilised to fix a few potholes. The team then
declared that the material allotted to us had been exhausted.

When we pressed him for more information, the munshi
sheepishly disclosed that the contractor had told him to give
priority to the road in front of the home of Bhaaji, an
employee of the municipal body. We all resigned ourselves
to our fate. Ultimately, the remaining potholes were
repaired through funds collected by the RWA.

Herein lies the message: to enjoy basic civic facilities, one has
to be a cog, big or small, in the giant machinery of the system.

The Jalandhar-based writer served in the Dogra Regiment

RDOADS in Jalandhar are like those in many other cities

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Managing conflicts
Refer to ‘Why it’s getting harder to end wars’;
bringing conflicts to an end has become struc-
turally difficult. Modern economies, when
faced with slow growth, overcapacity and
intense competition for markets, energy and
resources, often turn outward. Rival blocks
then seek to secure supply chains, spheres of
influence and strategic advantage, and mili-
tary postures harden accordingly. Negotia-
tions do not fail merely for want of goodwill or
cleverdiplomacy. They fail because the under-
lying pressures that produced the confronta-
tion remain unresolved. Until those deeper
economic and geopolitical compulsions are
addressed, we may have to settle for managing
conflicts rather than resolving them.

MANU KANT, BY MAIL

Collective responsibility
Apropos of ‘Women’s safety’; fighting vio-
lence against women is not the responsibility
of one institution alone: it is a continuous and
collective responsibility of the State, society,
families and every individual. Women’s safe-
ty cannot be reduced to momentary outrage
after a horrific incident. It requires continu-
ous policing, swift justice, safer public spaces,
responsible institutions and a fundamental
change in social attitudes. Every woman or
girl deserves to feel secure at home, at work,
on the streets and in public spaces. A truly
safe society is one where women do not have
to organise their lives around fear.

GAURAV BADHWAR, ROHTAK

People will finally decide
With reference to ‘Punjab needs a political
renewal to turn the tide’; populist and vote
bank politics has led to growing public
cynicism. In the present political land-
scape, the bigger parties, affected by ideo-
logical differences, defections, internal
splits and opportunistic alliances, are
adopting various strategies to win the
upcoming Assembly elections. The ball
will finally be in the people’s court. They
should vote wisely to choose educated,
visionary and dedicated leaders who can
improve governance and institutions.

DS KANG, HOSHIARPUR

Buying votes through freebies
Apropos of ‘Mawan Dhiyan scheme chal-
lenged in high court’; to roll out freebies with
the purpose of securing votes is nothing short
of corruption. Buying votes by one method or
the other is a distressing trend which is not
desirable in a democracy founded on the tenet
of fair and free elections. The Punjab govern-
ment has set no family income ceiling for
availing of its benefits, because of which even
‘women of well-to-do families whose husbands
receive hefty pensions and with children set-
tled abroad are taking the stipulated amount.
Providing free higher education and creating
Jjobs for women according to their merit could
have been a better option.

SADHNA SAINI, BY MAIL

ECl crisis is not an internal matter
Refer to ‘ECI must answer’; decisions
made without consensus or proper legal
recourse undermine the credibility of the
electoral process. The ECI cannot afford to
treat these serious concerns as mere inter-
nal administrative quibbles. It owes the
nation a transparent, thorough response to
restore faith in the democratic process.
Accountability must be fixed for any wrong-
doing and corrective actions must be taken
so that people’s faith can be restored in this
independent constitutional body.

RAMESH SINGH KHALSA, NAWANSHAHR

Tatas in a state of flux
What should India seek to preserve when an
institution that has been part of the nation’s
economic and social evolution for more than a
century and a half enters a period of structural
change? The Tata story is unusual because
enterprise and social purpose became inter-
twined in a manner rarely seen at comparable
scale. Where and when the State has failed, the
Tatas have, at times, intervened. This is not
intended as an indictment of the State, nor as
an argument that private enterprise can substi-
tute for public institutions. The State must
remain the principal custodian of justice, wel-
fare and the public good. Rather, it is an obser-
vation about the moral responsibility that some-
times accompanies institutional capacity.

COL LIS GILL (RETD), BY MAIL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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than by a shared experience
of being unheard.

Digital communication has
transformed  mobilisation.
Young people can circulate
evidence, challenge official
accounts and reach a nation-

HARISH JAIN
AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER

T a gathering of

young protesters

today,  Bhagat

Singh may be vis-

le on a poster,

Mahatma Gandhi present in

the chosen method and

Ambedkar carried in the form

of the Constitution. One gives

expression to their anger

another shapes the manner in

which it is expressed and the

third transforms grievanceinto
aclaim of citizenship.

The three do not appear
together because their differ-
ences have disappeared. They
differed greatly in tempera-
ment, experience and political
thought. Nor have the young
produced a philosophical rec-
onciliation among them. They
have done something more
practical: drawn from three sep-
arate, sometimes conflicting
traditions to create a new lan-
guage of protest.

The form of protest has
entered a new stage. Many
contemporary protests begin
with a particular grievance —
an examination, recruitment
process, university dispute,
workplace injustice or admin-
istrative indifference. Partici-
pants may be connected less
by permanent organisation

al i before estab-
lished organisations respond.
A movement may gather
steam without a command-
ing leader or settled ideology,
gaining independence and
reach but remaining vulnera-
ble to misinformation,
fatigue and dispersal.

The contemporary protester
stands in a different relation-
ship to authority. The protester
asksitto honour commitments
already made. This is why the
Constitution ~ has  moved
beyond courtroom and legisla-
ture into the street, becoming
both a shield for liberty and
equality and an accusation
against institutions that depart
from those principles.

Present-day protest conse-
quently carries a productive
duality. It questions the man-
nerinwhich the republicis gov-
erned while claiming fidelity to
the republic itself. It is at this
pointthat Bhagat Singh, Gand-
hiand Ambedkar meet.

"Inquilab Zindabad" had a
political history before Bhagat
Singh, butheand his comrades
gaveitan extraordinary nation-
al presence and a developed
meaning. In the Assembly
Bomb Case, they distinguished
revolution from "the cult of the
bomb and the pistol." It meant
transforming an order founded
upon manifest injustice — one
in which created

ICONS : Protesters have drawn inspiration

wealth and peasants produced
food while remaining deprived.
Political freedom without social
reconstruction could not com-
plete that revolution.

Later, Bhagat Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt described
revolution as the continuing
"longing for a change for the
better" The revolutionary spirit
interrupts society’s acceptance
ofanunjustorder. Thisexplains
Bhagat Singh's appeal to the
young: not necessarily a desire
for violence, but a refusal to
regard injustice as natural or
permanent. When they raise
his slogan, they give it content
drawn from contemporary
inequality, unemployment and
insecurity. Bhagat Singh sup-
plies the purpose of protest: an
unjust order must change.

Gandhi enters through the
method. Protesters may not
describe themselves as Gand-
hians and may disagree with

from Bhagat Singh as well as BR Ambedkar. ani

OPED
Bhagat Singh does not return alone

demonstrated that ordinary

dience, non-cooperation and
satyagraha should not replace
democratic institutions. He
described such practices as a
"grammar of anarchy" Yet
Ambedkar is present at
demonstrations in portraits, in
the cry of "Jai Bhim" and,
above all, in the Constitution
raised before the administra-
tion and the camera.

The apparent contradiction
disappears when constitution-
alismis not confused with polit-
ical silence. The Constitution
protects  speech, peaceful
assembly and equality. In the
protester’s hands, it limits both
the means that citizens may
employ andwhat the Statemay
legitimately do. It converts suf-
fering into a right and griev-

these figures in totality, but
have discovered what each con-
tributes to their circumstances.
The present protest is neither
Bhagat Singh's revolution
reproduced, Gandhi's mass
movement revived nor Ambed-
kar's constitutionalism fol-
lowed inisolation. Itisradicalin
dissatisfaction, largely non-vio-
lent in practice and constitu-
tional in its claim to legitimacy.
Its challenge is to turn sudden
mobilisation into sustained
democratic organisation.

Yet immediate grievances
need not mark the limit of this
politics. Collective action can
enlarge understanding. Experi-
ence may then carry them from
the defence of their own inter-
ests towards wider questions of

peoplewithoutweapons,wealth ~ anceintoaconstitutionalclaim.  justice, equality and human
orinstitutional powercouldcon-  The protester is not asking for ~ dignity — provided protest
front the state through disci-  generosity from the ruler, but  develops reflection, solidarity
plined collective action. reminding the republic of a  and organisation.
Bhagat Singh came closer to  promise it has alveady made. Bhagat Singh's birth anniver-
this understanding than his The young have thus sary(September 28) should not
popular image sometimes arrived at a political formula- merely recall his sacrifice. A
allows us torecognise. In'WhyI  tion of their own. Bhagat martyrcaneasilybeimprisoned
Bhagat Singh am an Atheist he described  Singh gives their anger a  within ceremony: his portrait
Gty force as justifiable only in cases  political purpose, Gandhi garlanded while his questions
suppljvs the of "terrible necessity"and called ~ gives their resistanceapublic  are avoided. At the contempo-
) = ) non-violence indispensable for  method, and Ambedkar gives  rary protest site, he is present in
purpose “fl" otest mass movements. The differ- their demands the authority the raised fist demanding
—an unjusl OJ'd(‘I' enceremained: forGandhi,non-  of rights. Angerwithoutdisci-  change; Gandhiinthediscipline
violence was a moral principle;  pline may exhaust itself in that prevents anger from
mustc himge. for Bhagat Singh, itwasprimari- ~ violence; discipline withouta  becoming indiscriminate vio-
lyapoliticalmethod. Butthedis- ~ demand forstructural change  lence; and Ambedkar in the
tance between them wasnotso ~ may become mere  Constitution that turns both
parts of his social vision. Never- thei 1d and itution-  angeranddisciplinei Iai
theless,whentheymarchpeace-  neverinhabit the sameprotest.  alism without the pressure of  upon the republic.
fully, occupy a i fast, cre-  alert citizens may be reduced Bhagat Singh does not return
refuse provocation, or accept ates a different tension. Inhis ~ to words preserved inabook.  alone. He returns as part of a
suffering without inflicting it  final address to the Con- This alliance has emerged political language the young
upon others, they enter apoliti-  stituent Assembly, he warned  through protest, not from polit-  have created for their own time.
cal form Gandhi helped make  thatwhen constitutionalmeth-  ical parties or scholars. The Forfull article, goto

unmistakably ~Indian. He

ods were available, civil disobe-

young may not accept any of

www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Robust urban growth vital to achieve Viksit Bharat goal

@8

KARANA  ANIRUDH
SINGH TEWARI
FORMER CHIEF SECRETARIES
OF PUNIAB

NDIA is at the cusp of an

extraordinary ~ urban

transformation. Today,

37% of Indians live in

urban areas; by 2036, this
could rise to 4045%. NITI
Aayog projects that by 2047,
this figure is likely to exceed
50%. This places cities at the
heart of our journey towards
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

The question is whether our
cities have the financial capac-
ity to fund this urbanisation. A
NITT Aayog report, released in
April, highlights this challenge
and notes that municipal
finances remain weak and
strained, with increasing
reliance on inadequate and
uncertain transfers. It also
notes that India’s municipal
bond market remains remark-
ably small. Between 2017 and
2025, municipal bonds raised
only about Rs 3,579 crore.

If our cities are to become
engines of growth and prosper-
ity, they need finance to build
the infrastructure to support
that growth, and to do that,
they must raise debt. The con-
nected issue is how these bor-
rowings can be transparent,
sustainable and capable of
attracting capital.

India’s fiscal framework has
long emphasised transparency
in government finances. The
Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM)
Act 2003, enacted by Parlia-
ment, together with similar
state legislation, puts restric-
tions on government borrow-
ing toenhance fiscal discipline
and rein in the national debt,
which currently stands at
about 84% of GDP (56% of
Centre and 28% of states).

Article 293 of the Constitu-
tion gives the Union govern-
ment a role in regulating state
borrowing. The Government of
India generally sets an annual
barrowing limit at 3% of each
state’s GDP with an addition-
al 0.5% tied to power sector
reforms. Given the Central
government's target of limit-
ingitsborrowing toabout 4.3%
of GDP, this means govern-
ments collectively borrow
about 7.8% of GDE and this
figure is added to public debt
every year.

Thus, if India’s GDP grows
at about 12% every year in
nominal terms, the national
debt will decrease as a propor-
tion of GDPif this trend contin-
ues, Inshort, the FRBM frame-
work augurs well for public
debt sustainability in India.

City development has a mul-
tiplier effect on GDP growth;
investing in building cities as
centres of livelihoods and
entrepreneurship leads to a
much greater impact on
national growth. India is not
investing enough in its cities;
as a result, urban growth has
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CAPITAL : If our cities are to become engines of growth, they need finance to build infrastructure. Fn

been tepid. Cities need access
to markets to finance bank-
able projects.

Unfortunately, India’s
municipal bond market has
never really taken off. Reasons
for the lack of growth in the
municipal debt market include
weak financial and administra-
tive capacity in local bodies, a
paucity of revenue-generating
municipal projects that can be
relied on to repay bonds, and a
lack of transparency in munic-
ipal accounts.

In 2017, the Pune Municipal
Corporation raised Rs 200 crore
through a 10-year bond at
7.59% forits Rs 2,264-crore 24x7
water supply project. This
example shows that municipal-
ities with credible finances can
access the capital market for
development projects. Yet
India’s municipal bond mar-
ket stood at just Rs 3,900 crore
in March 2026, accounting for
only 0.02% of the country's

Yesterday's Solution

neer, 22 Light, 23 Hyperbole.

On the spot, 11 Ring a bell, 13 Porpoise, 14 Analogy, 16
Crmth 17 Ukl 10 14,

Government
institutions must
ensure that debt

rests on the tripod of

transparency,
market discipline
and sound financial
management.

total outstanding bonds and
0.01% of GDE

The Central government has
introduced incentives to make
cities financially viable and
bankable under the AMRUT
framework. However, the big-
ger challenge is to create insti-
tutions capable of leveraging
limited public resources to
attract greater investment and
to ensure that such debt rests
on the tripod of transparency,
market discipline and sound
financial management.

To achieve this objective for
municipal bodies, in the inter-
est of rapid urban develop-
ment necessary to reach the
goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047,
‘we suggest four wide-ranging
policy measures that Parlia-
ment canlegislate in consulta-
tion with states.

First, city governments must
be transparent in their
accounts. To this end, Parlia-
ment should make a National

Municipal Accounting Code
mandatory for all urban local
bodiesand urban development
authorities, including real
estate assets on their balance
sheets, and introducean Urban
Growth Assessment System to
forecast cities’ future expendi-
ture and revenue streams.
Second, we suggesta Nation-
al Municipal Finance Model
that sets benchmarks, stan-
dards, and procedures for
cities’ revenue assessment
and collection, including prop-
erty taxes, trade and profes-
sional charges, parking and
congestion charges, and fees
and charges for utilities,
amenities and environmental
services. To make this effec-
tive, we need to establish
state/national-level regulators
to set and revise utility charges
and service fees for cities, simi-
lar to electricity regulators.
While cities contribute about
60% to GDE municipalities
themselves are starved of
funds in the absence of pre-
dictable and stable devolution
of revenues from the Centre
and State to the cities. In most
states, State Finance Commis-
sion reports are often not
implemented in letter or in
spirit, leaving a huge gap
between what the cities
deserve as devolution and
what they actually receive.
Third, norms and proce-
dures for borrowing, project
financing, escrow, public-pri-
vate participation and operat-
ing special purpose vehicles
(SPVs) need to be standard-
ised. This would bring trans-

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

parency and efficiency.

‘While the three interventions
above would improve systems
and revenues for cities, we also
suggest a National Fund for
Urban Development that pro-
vides equity financing for cities
or city projects seeking to
access debt markets.

This fund can be structured
as a capital pool financed
through sovereign transfers
from the Central and state
governments to cities. A
National Fund equal to 1% of
GDP (Rs 3,60,000 crore) can
enable cities to borrow an
additional 2% of GDP (Rs
7,20,000 crore) each year. This
annual urban development
financing of about Rs
11,00,000 crore will be a good
start towards rapid city devel-
opment.

These reforms will put city
finances on a sustainable
path, enabling cities to raise
significant levels of debt in a
transparent and viable man-
ner to support rapid urban
development, create more
jobs, raise wages and
increase productivity among
workers in India, while
improving amenities, habi-
tat, environment and living
conditions.

An essential element of
Viksit Bharat will be our
cities becoming engines of
investment, jobs and produc-
tivity. For this, the ability to

borrow  responsibly  will
always be central.
Views are personal
Forfull article, goto
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Editor’s
TAKE
Xi in DC: Pageantry,
but little substance

The Trump-Xi summit leaves the US-China rivalry
largely unchanged, managing competition rather
than delivering a breakthrough

Xi Jinping walked down the red carpet at Joint Base Andrews
this week for his first Washington visit in over a decade - the
third face-to-face meeting between him and Donald Trump in
under a year, after Busan in October and Beijing in May. The
optics were unmistakably warm: a military review in the Rose
Garden, a state dinner in the East Room, and both leaders
speaking of mutual respect.

Beneath it, the same unresolved fault lines - trade,
technology, Taiwan — remain exactly where they were. Xi's
concerns were not disguised. On artificial intelligence, Beijing
wants Washington to ease chip export controls and open the
door to Chinese Al models, while offering rhetorical
convergence on keeping Al “under human control” and
pitching a multilateral governance framework built around
China's newly launched World Al Cooperation Organisation.

On trade, China wants relief from tariffs and validation of the
rare-earth leverage it has built, in exchange for renewing the
Busan truce. On Taiwan, Xi's line hasn't moved: no separation,
and “utmost caution” urged on US arms sales.

None of this travels far. Washington’s own reporting shows
Beijing's offer to extend the rare-earths truce to the end of
Trump's term collapsed on mutual distrust before the summit

even began. The May Beijing agreement — $17 billion in annual

agricultural purchases, 200 Boeing jets, new trade boards — is
already behind schedule, with farm purchases undershooting
and the boards still not operational.

Al cooperation, the one area both sides call promising, is
constrained by the same suspicion: Beijing believes safety talk
is a pretext for containment, while Washington doubts any
Chinese commitment would be honoured. The realistic ceiling
is a narrow, symbolic step — perhaps an incident-warning
channel - not a governance breakthrough. The real story is what
each side is buying with this summit, not what they're solving.
Trump needs a trade win before midterms dominated by cost-
of-living anger. Xi needs to project strength before his party
congress, and he has spent recent weeks doing exactly that -
courting BRICS in Delhi, pitching a Middle East "security
architecture” in Cairo, and positioning China as the stabilising
power to Washington's war-fatigued unpredictability.

Iran’s war, in its seventh month, has quietly shifted leverage
towards Beijing: depleted US munitions stocks need the rare
earths and critical minerals China still dominates.

Expect the Busan truce extended, an Al working group
formalised without teeth, and Taiwan left carefully unresolved.
That last point deserves attention: allies from Tokyo to Taipei

worry Trump could trade Taiwan assurances for a trade headline,

and nothing in his instincts rules that out.

For the rest of the world, including India, the takeaway is a
fragile equilibrium, not a settled order. Two leaders too
entrenched in their own judgement to concede ground are
buying time, not making peace. The contest for technological
and economic primacy continues exactly as before - only with
better photographs.

Al enters the war room as diplomacy struggles

Artificial intelligence is rapidly becoming a force multiplier on the battlefield, helping militaries identify targets, guide weapons
and compress decisions from minutes to seconds. But while the technology races ahead, diplomacy remains trapped in
debates over human control, accountability and rules that may no longer match the realities of modern warfare

MD AFSHAR
ALAM

Artificial intelligence has moved from the
margins of defence planning to the heart of the
war room, and the diplomacy meant to govern
it is being left far behind. Machines now sift
oceans of surveillance data and hand comman-
ders ranked target lists in seconds. The people
who set the rules are still arguing over defini-
tions that date back to the last decade.
Washington, Beijing and Moscow treat Al as
a strategic asset of the same order as air power
or the nuclear arsenal. President Putin said years
ago that whoever leads in Al will rule the world.
President Xi has called for self-reliance and
mastery across every core Al technology.
President Trump has committed the United
States to doing whatever it takes to lead the
field. Those words have turned into budgets. The
US Army trains officers on the Maven Smart
System, and the Pentagon has created a
Defense Autonomous Warfare Group that is
absorbing tens of billions of dollars. China and
Russia are pouring rising sums into swarming
drones and autonomous strike systems, and the
two defence ministries have held talks on how
Al might aid a large conventional conflict.
The sharpest question is what happens
when Al stops driving weapons and starts advis-
ing the humans who fire them. At a
Congressional hearing this month, witnesses
cautioned that an Al system can influence a
human decision leading to a strike while the
person retains formal responsibility for the final
call,and that recommendations can arrive faster
than officers can authenticate them, com-
pressing the time to intervene. Responsibility
becomes blurred. Acommander who approves
a target in seconds, trusting a system he
cannot fully audit, is accountable in name while
the real selection happened inside a model.
Gaza offers the most documented example
ofwhat this looks like in practice. Israeli forces
used Al systems called Lavender and the
Gospel to generate targets at speed, with
Lavender marking around 37,000 people as sus-
pected militants and Gospel flagging buildings
and infrastructure. A separate tracking tool
named “Where's Daddy?” signalled when a
target entered his home, and in some cases the
house was marked for bombing while the family
was present. Intelligence officers described
treating the machine’s output as though it were
ahuman decision, and reported that the army
accepted the deaths of 15 to 20 civilians for a
junior operative and more than 100 for a senior
commander. Legal scholars have identified

AT THE UNITED
NATIONS, THE
PICTURE IS SLOWER
STILL. THE GROUP
OF GOVERNMENTAL
EXPERTS SPENT
MUCH OF ITS
THREE-YEAR
MANDATE DEBATING
WHAT HUMAN
CONTROL EVEN
MEANS AND
REACHED THE END
OF THAT MANDATE
WITHOUT A BINDING
TEXT, LEAVING THE
QUESTION TO THE
SEVENTH REVIEW
CONFERENCE OF
THE CONVENTION
ON CERTAIN
CONVENTIONAL
WEAPONS IN
NOVEMBER
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Vice-Chancellor of Jamia
Hamdard, New Delhi

these practices as potentially violating the
principles of distinction, proportionality and
precaution.

Ukraine has become the world's largest live
proving ground for the same technology. Al-
enabled combat systems there are being
tested at a scale seen nowhere else, and
Russia has fielded Al-powered strike drones
that can evade air defences, identify targets
and operate offline. What one war validates
spreads quickly to every arsenal watching.

Diplomacy has produced movement
without much grip. At their summit in May,
the American and Chinese leaders agreed to
improve policy exchanges on Al, and a bilat-
eral channel on Al governance was
announced, after which Chinese officials
urged the world to close the regulatory
vacuum around military Al and backed rules
that could eventually become binding. Yet
both powers sent substantially smaller del-
egations to the recent Responsible Al in the
Military Domain summit in Spain than they
had to the 2024 meeting in South Korea. The
one understanding they had quietly held,
keeping Al away from the decision to use
nuclear weapons, looks to be eroding rather
than consolidating.

At the United Nations, the picture is slower
still. The Group of Governmental Experts spent
much of its three-year mandate debating
what human control even means and reached
the end of that mandate without a binding
text, leaving the question to the Seventh
Review Conference of the Convention on
Certain Conventional Weapons in November.
In December 2025, the General Assembly
passed Resolution 80/57, and India voted in
favour of it. New Delhi holds to a careful line
of its own. It backs the expert process and

insists that any use of autonomy obey the
laws of armed conflict with human account-
ability intact, while declining to support a
legally binding ban. On that stance, it sits
alongside the United States, Russia and
Israel among the main opponents of treaty
negotiations, wary of rules that could freeze
its own options.

This is where Al has become a weapons
danger of a new kind. The same models that
draft text and design molecules can speed the
engineering of novel arms and lower the skill
needed to build them. Capabilities once
held by great powers can pass to smaller
states and to groups that answer to no state.
Systems that can select and engage targets
on their own already exist, are being deployed
in combat, and are being procured at
unprecedented scale. More than 160 countries
have voted for restraint, while the strongest
military powers resist anything that might
constrain their programmes.

The problem forces a rethink of what a
weapon is. For centuries, a weapon waited
for a human to aim and fire. A system that
picks its own targets breaks that assumption
and asks whether a machine should ever be
allowed to make the choice that ends a life.
Defence ministries insist a person will always
stay in the loop. That loop keeps tightening
as the systems grow faster, and a human
given three seconds to say yes is a supervi-
sor in title alone. For now, the race is ahead
of the rulebook by a clear margin. Whether
governments can close that gap before an Al-
driven error, in a crowded sky or a nuclear
command chain, forces a decision no one
intended is the test the coming summits and
the November review will have to meet. The
technology will not wait for them to agree.
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WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

Ordinary life could be
Extraordinary

Notevery spiritual figure we have heard of have renounced ordinary
life. Some of them did the Sadhana and transformed from within.

Sarada Devi continued performing household duties, cooking, man-
aging finances, receiving a constant stream of guests, throughout
her life as the spiritual head of Ramakrishna's growing community
of monks and devotees. Even as her reputation grew and disciples
began to revere her as a living embodiment of the divine mother,
she never stepped back from the kitchen or the daily running of the
household. When asked why she continued such ordinary domes-
tic work herselfrather than delegating it entirely, she reportedly said
that these small daily duties, done with awareness and love, were
themselves a form of worship, no less sacred than formal medita-
tion or ritual observance.

Her life quietly dismantled the common assumption that holiness
requires escaping ordinary responsibilities altogether, retreating into
caves or renouncing household life. Instead, she showed that the
sacred can inhabit the most mundane tasks, cooking a meal, wel-
coming a stranger, balancing accounts, when approached with full
presence and unwavering care. We often separate our "real" spiri-
tual life, meditation, prayer, quiet reflection, from our daily obliga-
tions of work, chores, and family duties, treating the latter as unavoid-
able distractions rather than a genuine opportunity for practice. One
can be in the normal life but lead an extraordinary life.

Today, perform one ordinary task, cooking, cleaning, routine chores,
with the same attention and care you might otherwise bring only
to a meditation practice. -DAIV

N 1 N
People take an idol of lord Ganesh, Raja Tejukaya, for an immersion ceremony
during the conclusion of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Mumbai PHOTO: PTI
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2ND OPINION

Every September 27 World Tourism Day is celebrated
around the world to spare a thought to the industry that
not only is a money spinner but also connects the world.
This year it is hosted by El Salvador, with UN Tourism choos-
ing "Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign
Tourism" as its theme. For India, the day is also amoment
to ask a sharper question: is the country monetising the
one asset no competitor can copy - its spiritual depth?
The economic case for tourism needs no dressing up.
Provisional National Accounts Statistics for 2023-24 put

tourism's contribution to India's GDP at 5.22 per cent, and
roughly 13 per cent of all employment in the country. The
Ministry of Tourism and NITI Aayog jointly project wellness
tourism alone could add $18 billion to GDP by 2030.

Yet India s yet to realise its full potential. India ranks 39th
of 119 countries - despite scoring in the global top ten for
natural, cultural and non-leisure resources, one of only three

recognition should be the trigger fora harder push: direct

ritual tourism: The next frontier

countries to do so. The gap between resource and rank is
exactly where policy must work harder: on connectivity,
visa friction, last-mile infrastructure and destination mar-
keting. This is where spirituality becomes strategy, not sen-
timent. India is the only country on earth that is simulta-
neously the birthplace of Buddhism, the home of yoga, and
aliving laboratory of meditation traditions stretching back
millennia. Nowhere else can a traveller walk in the
Buddha's actual footsteps and take a sunrise yoga class on
the same trip.

The Buddhist circuit - Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, Kushinagar,
Rajgir, Nalanda, Sravasti - draws only around 1.2 million
pilgrim visits a year, a fraction of the world's roughly 500
million Buddhists, concentrated overwhelmingly in Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Japan, South Korea and Vietnam. India's
hand strengthened considerably this July when Sarnath,
where the Buddha delivered his first sermon, was inscribed
as the country’s 45th UNESCO World Heritage Site. That

flights into Gaya, Varanasi and Kushinagar from Buddhist-
majority countries, a unified multi-country e-visa with Nepal
for the Lumbini leg, and monastery-standard stays instead
ofad hoc guesthouses. Schemes like Swadesh Darshan and
the IRCTC's Buddhist Circuit train must be scale.The yoga
and wellness story is, if anything, moving faster than policy
can trackiit. Realising the full value of that lead needs three
things New Delhi has only partly delivered: certification stan-
dards so a "yoga retreat” or "meditation centre" actually
means something to a foreign traveller booking sight
unseen; river and ecological safeguards around the Ganga
so Rishikesh does not develop itselfinto the very conges-
tion tourists are fleeing; and a coordinated diplomatic push,
riding on the goodwill already built by International Yoga
Day, to position yoga and Vedic meditation as India's answer
to Japan’s onsen tourism or Bali's wellness branding.

This year's World Tourism Day theme of Al and digital
tourism is not a distraction from that spiritual case - it is
the delivery mechanism. Al-powered translation at
Buddhist pilgrimage sites, digital queue and crowd man-
agement at Rishikesh's ghats, and app-based authentica-
tion of genuine yoga schools would do more for India’s spir-
itual tourism brand than any glossy campaign. The
Buddha and the yogi built India's spiritual capital over two
millennia; itis now government policy’s turn to compound
the interest.

( The writer is an educator and a columnist )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CJP demands CEC’s resignation over SIR

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) on Thursday demand-
ed that Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
resign within 48 hours over concerns surrounding
recent elections and the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. It warned of a nationwide agi-
tation and an indefinite sit-in in Delhi if he remained
in office.

At a press conference, C|P co-convener Ashutosh
Ranka called for criminal proceedings against Kumar.
The party also demanded that upcoming elections be
halted, electoral rolls from before the SIR be restored
and an independent commission be constituted to
examine the revision process.

Ranka urged the Supreme Court to secure files relat-
ing to SIR decisions, arguing that they could other-
wise be destroyed. The CJP also called for the repeal
of the 2023 law governing the appointment of the
Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners, and sought a new law involving civil
society groups.

The CJP has alleged that the Election Commission’s
handling of the SIR process threatens electoral
transparency. These allegations warrant scrutiny and
a transparent response from the authorities.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

A drop saved is a drop shared

Change our daily habits to save litres of clean, fresh
water every day. Use a glass of water instead of a running
tap to wet and rinse your toothbrush. A running tap can
waste about 16 litres of water every minute.

Take a shower instead of a bath and limit it to four
minutes. Use a cup, sink or container of warm water
to clean your shaver rather than leaving the tap
running. Never shave in the shower.

Scrape food waste from plates and dishes instead of
rinsing it away. Rinse dishes in a bucket and reuse the
water in the garden. When loading the dishwasher, do
not rinse dishes beforehand. Run the dishwasher and
washing machine only with full loads, preferably
using cold water and adjusting the water level to the
load size.

Repair dripping taps and leaking toilets promptly; they
can waste up to 13 litres of water a day.

Freshwater is the lifeblood of nature. Without it, we
cannot sustain clean air, food, drinking water or
countless ecological and recreational benefits. We must
therefore use water sustainably, respecting it as a shared
resource. The consequences of waste are already
visible in expanding deserts, droughts and famine. It
is time to save water.

S AKHILESH KRISHNAN | MUMBAI

A Route to Preferential Treatment?

The Supreme Court's recent observations in the SASTRA
University land-encroachment case raise a disturbing
question: can prolonged encroachment of public land
eventually become a pathway to preferential treatment?

According to the judicial record, SASTRA has occupied
31.37 acres of government land in Thanjavur since 1985.
The land was allotted to the Prison Department for an
open-air jail, but the project could not proceed because
of the occupation and subsequent litigation. After a pro-
longed legal battle, the Madras High Court directed evic-
tion. SASTRA has challenged the verdict in the Supreme
Court. The Supreme Court has asked the Tamil Nadu
Government to explore alternatives, including alterna-
tive land or payment of the market value of suitable land.
While protecting students and ensuring educational con-
tinuity is important, the State’s concern that such a solu-
tion could puta “premium” on encroachment deserves
consideration.

The issue is also one of equality. Ifinstitutions receive
accommodation on humanitarian grounds, similar com-
passion should extend to the poor. Public land must be
governed by law, not prolonged occupation. Any solu-
tion should protect students without rewarding
encroachment.

THARCIUS S FERNANDO | CHENNAI
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ANALYSIS 1)

Geostrategic communication: The new
battleground for global influence

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, effective communication is vital to navigating the
complexities of the neo-geopolitical era. The global stage demands informed, inclusive communication that can
withstand noise, bridge divides and build a more cooperative global order

In view of the geopoliti-
cal turbulence and
uncertainty that unfolds
globally on a regular
basis, geostrategic com-
munication today has
become a multi-dimen-
sional and complex
process. Thanks to the
fragile shifts that are
taking place in the

CHAITANYA K
PRASAD geopolitical space, the
design of geostrategic

communication is anything but constant. Changes are
taking place within seconds, or on a 24x7 basis within a
360° ecosystem. While new opportunities are emerging,
disruptions are ruling the roost and strategic narratives
are becoming victims of fakery, misinformation and mis-
guided information flow. In the midst of this uncertain-
ty, itisimportant to understand and outline the ecosys-
tem of geostrategic communication today.

There is no doubt that the communication process and
tools have become core instruments of perception man-
agement, narrative building and influence over countries,
polity and citizens at large. As the entire geopolitical phi-
losophy and practice has become disruptive, media man-
agement, influence, messaging and info-networking
have adopted disruptive shades and colours in operation.

While real-time information exchange systems exist,
practitioners are constantly witnessing the deluge of
credibility crises within the geostrategic framework. Due
to the multiplicity of sources of information, audiences
and analysts and communication strategists have to deal
with conflicting ideas, perspectives, lower attention
spans and polarisation of thoughts and actions. As a con-
sequence, the credibility quotient in diplomatic prac-
tice has at times lacked coherence and has been subject
to flip-flops in practice and application. When we talk
about global power today, we rarely talk just about
weapons or borders anymore; we talk about stories. We
talk about who controls the narrative. That's essential-
ly what geostrategic communication is: shaping how
a country is perceived in the global mind-space, and
making that perception work in its favour.

The reality today is that the global lnformatron land-
scape faces C y, focus,
norms and practices. Due to the complexmes prevailing,
there is no conceptual clarity within communication
frameworks to decode issues such as climate change, the
green economy, the circular economy, tariffs and trade
wars, or sustainable development. Perceptions of these
issues are increasingly dependent on algorithms, data ana-
lytics, surveys and social media tools - mechanisms that
filter,amplify or distort realities. [n this absence of clarity
and deeper understanding, audiences are being subject-
ed to new ground rules for transparency, authenticity and
content creation, often with uneven results.

What is required is a collaborative effort towards a
new "Global Information Order”, an institutional plat-
form bridging the gap between medium and message,
narrative and policy. The 7Rs of communication - rel-
evance, relatability, response, revival, reconnection,
reconstruction and reposition - must be mainstreamed
to create a communicative ecosystem that builds trust
while respecting diversity.

The new global order must calibrate perception, build
relationships and drive action through mutually agree-
able communication tools. It must integrate rather than
divide, connect rather than confuse. Atits core, commu-
nication must transform from a transactional act into a
trust-building exercise, placing people, their lived reali-
ties and their collective aspirations at the centre.

The geopolitical reality 0f 2026 makes one truth clear:
communication is no longer a tool to package decisions
but a core element of policymaking itself. Perception is
as powerful as policy, and a well-crafted message can be
as consequential as a treaty. Strategic communication
must therefore be embedded at the start of the decision-
makmg cham ensunng coherence, credibility and clarity.

ication today of atseveral
Ievels One of rhe key themes relates to the idea of bal-
ancing communication and messaging without leaning
towards a particular group or entity. Due to the prolifer-
ation of multiple power centres and alliances, the
geostrategic communication system should focus on con-
sistency and constructive parameters in transmitting mes-
sages to multiple stakeholders. On the other end of the
spectrum is the challenge posed by ‘algorithmic tools',
processes and deepfakes, which encourage a credibility
hurricane, leading to crisis communication. Hence, the

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

THE GLOBAL STAGE
DEMANDS NOT JUST
INFORMATION, BUT
INFORMED,
INTENTIONAL AND
INCLUSIVE
COMMUNICATION
THAT CAN
WITHSTAND THE
NOISE, BRIDGE
DIVIDES AND BUILD
A MORE
COOPERATIVE
GLOBAL ORDER

blending of soft power and hard power and narrative config-
uration remains the biggest test and threat of geostrategic com-
munication being implemented at ground zero.

The rise of artificial intelligence has added another layer of

complexity to global communication. Al-driven analytics
enable unprecedented insights into audience behaviour, pref-
erences and sentiments, allowing for hyper-personalised
messaging. These tools are invaluable for diplomats and foreign
policy experts, who can now craft messages with immense pre-
cision and predict theirimpact with greater accuracy. However,
with this advancement come ethical dilemmas. The line
between strategic communication and manipulation can
easily blur, necessitating robust frameworks to ensure account-
ability and fairness. As the communication landscape becomes
more intricate, the demand for skilled specialists is growing.
These professionals are not just channels for information; they
are strategists, analysts and creators who understand the
nuances of messaging in a diverse and rapidly changing world.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, the

ability to communicate effectively will be one of the most
powerful tools in navigating the complexities of this neo-
geopolitical era. The global stage demands not just informa-
tion, butinformed, intentional and inclusive communication
that can withstand the noise, bridge divides and build a more
cooperative global order.

New ideas and platforms influence the contours of global dis-

course. The information dissemination process today hinges
on theinterplay ofideas, experiences with exposures and per-
ceptions. As communicators fight to stay relevant, the ecosys-
temis caught up in flairand the excesses of instant communi-
cation. In such an environment, the challenge for policymak-
ers and media strategists is to recalibrate the tone and strate-
gy of messaging. It is no longer sufficient to just'speak. It is impor-
tant to understand the dynamics of the international commu-
nication system. Geostrategic communication is under constant
threat from information overload, exaggeration and infodemics.
With every global event instantly translatable into trending hash-
tags and viral videos, boundaries between statecraft and sto-
rytelling are blurring. The rise of visual culture — Instagram reels,
Al-generated avatars, TikTok diplomacy — demands that insti-
tutions adapt to the speed of sentiment and social perception.
Public diplomacy strategies must be re-engineered for a
world running on 15-20-second attention spans.

This reaffirms the 7Cs perspective, which is broad-based and

captures the reality of geopolitical leanings and practice. The
7Cs reiterate the SOPs which all stakeholders of geostrategic
communication need to imbibe and apply in leading the infor-
mation flow and creating the appropriate institutional verticals.

CONTEXT: What is the strategic significance?

CONNECT: Who needs to hear it?

CONSTRUCT: What is the one key message?
COMMUNICATE: Which channel works best?

COUNTER: What misinformation or misunderstanding could
emerge?

CREDIBILITY: What evidence supports our message?
CONSEQUENCE: How will we know communication made a
difference?

Hence, today, communication is no longer just about deliv-

enng amessage; itis about shaping perceptions, building rela-

and driving action. As the world becomes increasing-
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ly interconnected, the ability to communicate effectively will
be one of the most powerful tools in navigating the complex-
ities of a neo-geopolitical era. In an era marked by shifting
alliances and evolving global priorities, multilateral institutions
face both challenges and opportunities in devising the perfect
path for effective geostrategic communication.

Student suicides: Whose
goals are we chasing?

IIT Bombay has lost its third student to suicide this year,
there are allegations of caste-based discrimination, and
the matter is under investigation. | will not pre-empt
what the investigation finds. But during my visits to
over a dozen IIT campuses in the last year, students
have recurrently spoken of a vicious pattern. This year,
at least eight IIT student suicides have been reported
so far.

As per the NCRB, 14,488 students died by suicide in
ACHARYA India in 2024, the highest ever recorded, up about 80
PRASHANT per cent from 8,068 in 2014. And each time a student
—_—— ___ dies, one reason is almost always cited: too much pres-
sure. A student who also faces discrimination, or has no one to talk to, carries that
pressure twice over.

To say that students are tragically ending their lives because of the high-pressure
environment in IITs and other places is to see only half the picture. Somebody who
clears the |EE is used to high pressure; otherwise, he would not have made it to the
campus. Pressure alone is not the problem; the deadly situation is one where the
cacophony of external pressure meets the void of internal purposelessness.

With no purpose and no pressure, one is a rolling stone. At most, life will be wasted,
butone lives on. Now keep the purpc and add high p . This is where
suicides happen. Pressure alone doesn't kill: think of a youngster with great purpose
and high pressure. There will be great pressure, but he will say, I will live on, because
I understand my purpose.”

Does purposelessness start when the student enters the campus? No. The whole
system, from home onwards, robs him of any purpose of his own. And how is that
done? By supplying him with external, artificial, fake purposes. The family says, "Now
you are 15 and it's your boards, and this year your purpose must be to score 99."

He has not been left free to ask himself, "Who am |, and what am | here for?" Parents
and educators seldom address this question. They say, "You exist to achieve." So now
the student comes to campus, having been given impossible targets and told that
if he doesn't achieve them, life is meaningless. Some students buckle. If one pulls
too hard on the ends of a chain, some link will break. The fault does not belong to
the link; one must question those who are pulling.

There is great talent in the top institutions, but what is that talent being told to
do? Somebody is selling shoes after doing a B.Tech in computer science. What success
is there in this? We say, "My Johnny has landed a three-crore package," and that some-

times makes the newspapers as well. That should indeed make the newspapers, as
atragedy, not as a celebration. From all directions, the message is that there is one
particular definition of success, and if one cannot measure up to it, then life is not
worth living. And some, unfortunately, are crushed by it.

All this is symptomatic of a society where inner education is considered dispens-
able. Just as one requires experts to teach maths and physics, one requires experts
to deliver life education. The 1ITs do the first superbly; the second is where the
whole chain, from home to campus, has fallen short. The Supreme Court has made
institutions responsible for preventing suicides. But a counselior's room cannot
carry this alone.

| was a student at IIT Delhi myself for four years, and | owe a great deal to the rigour
of that education. | don't remember anyone from my batch dying by suicide. One
reason could be that our longings had not been stoked that high. Today, after every
such tragedy, the term that comes to the fore is "mental health". What we call mental
health is actually the health of the ego, the health of the self.

And the self is born sick. The very name of that which is born is incompleteness.
And allits life it keeps adding things to itself, so that somehow it may feel complete.
The parents, teachers, society and market that put this pressure on the young, in
fact all of us, carry the same incomplete ego, only now it runs as a system.

Depression is the flip side of hope. In the past, hopes remained unfulfilled. Today,
hopes are fulfilled, but their fulfilment does not make us complete, and that is what
becomes depression. At every step, the student is told only that there is more to be
done. It's like a falling stock. We invested, and it fell, and the broker says, "Don't cry.
Invest more." The more it sinks, the deeper we sink with it. We all stand deeply invest-
ed in a falling stock called our way of life. Who are we, what is life and, if one is to
live, what is one to live for? These questions never even come up for discussion. So
where does a young person begin? With a no.

"No" must be the first word in one's dictionary. There has to be a resounding no
to all those who attempt to impose themselves on one's life. And if you are a student
going through this right now, I am not going to tell you it is nothing. The sorrow
is real, and it is not new. But your life is bigger than any grade, rank, placement or
expectation. Please do not end it. Your personal sorrow is one thing; sorrow itself,
the universal problem of sorrow, is another and much bigger one. So, dear young-
ster, why not step away from your personal sorrow and invest your life in fighting
the greater problem of sorrow itself? That can happen only when you set yourself
a goal beyond yourself. Win or lose, this enemy that has made everyone's life hell
has to be fought. All the restlessness within a person is energy coming outas grief.
It must be channelled. The sorrow within must
be turned into a worthy struggle. But struggle
holds up, and lasts, only when itis not waged
for oneself alone.
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Social security net: What the new EPFO wage ceiling means for employees

The significance
of a job lies
beyond the
) monthly wage.
Foraworker, itis
also the founda-
tion on which a
secure future is

DEEPAK JAISWAL e€conomy and

workforce
evolve, social-
security institutions must change with them.

mandatory coverage under the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFQ) from
15,000 to 325,000 per month is important in

waorkers into the formal provident-fund system
and, in doing so, strengthens a key link

have crossed a threshold that
was set for a very different eco-
nomic environment.

The importance of the change
is best understood from the per-
spective of an ordinary employ-
ee. Provident fund savings are
not simply deductions from a
built. As India's worker's salary. They represent
amechanism for building finan-
cial security over the course of
a working life. Contributions
made regularly, together with
The decision to raise the wage ceiling for accumulated interestover time,
can create a meaningful finan-
cial cushien for the future. A
higher contribution base can
this larger context. It brings a wider section of ~consequently make a significant
difference to retirement pre-
paredness, particularly when

employment. As more workers  expands, labour institutions must evolve along-
enter formal employment, sidechanging wages, employment patterns and
access to social security economic conditions. Revisiting the wage
becomes an important part of ceiling reflects the need to keep social-securi-
the employment relationship. ty systems responsive to workforce realities.
Formal employment is not The increase from 15,000 to 325,000 may
simply about receiving a salary ~ appear to be a simple revision of the wage
through an organised employ- ceiling, but its significance is considerably
er;itis also about havingaccess  wider. It brings a larger group of workers into
to recognised benefits, protec- mandatory EPF coverage, strengthens long-term
tions and retirement savings. savings and extends social-security protection
The expansion of EPFO coverage to employees in the covered wage range. At the
strengthens this connection same time, it supports the continuing formal-
between employment and isation of India's labour market and can con-
social security and can encour-  tribute to a more stable and secure employ-
age a stronger culture of docu- ment ecosystem.
mented employment, regular Economic development is not only about
contributions and long-term higher growth, increased production or better
financial planning. infrastructure. It is ultimately about improving
This is particularly relevantas  the quality of life and security of citizens. For

between employment today and financial
security tomorrow.

The earlier ceiling of 215,000 had remained
unchanged since 2014. During these years,
wages, living costs and the nature of employ-
ment have changed considerably. India today
has a larger and more diverse formal workforce,
with expanding manufacturing, services and
organised employment. Raising the ceiling to
325,000 therefore brings EPFO coverage closer
to the realities of today's workforce. It also
ensures that employees who earn more than
the earlier limit are not left outside mandato-
ry social security merely because their wages

contributions continue over
several decades.

For employees, this wider coverage can
provide greater confidence that their years
of work are contributing towards their finan-
cial security beyond their active working years.
It can also reduce dependence on individual
savings arrangements alone and provide
greater assurance during periods when
regular employment income may no longer
be available.

The benefits can extend beyond the individ-
ual employee. Stronger provident-fund cover-
age can contribute to household financial sta-

bility, deeper domestic savings and greater
financial inclusion. A household with stronger
financial protection is better positioned to plan
for important needs such as education, housing
and health. Ata broader level, a stronger culture
of long-term savings can contribute to a more
resilient economy. The expansion of EPFO
coverage therefore has significance not only for
the employees directly brought within the
revised ceiling, but also for the wider financial
security of their families.

The increase in the ceiling also fits into India's
larger movement towards formalisation of

India expands its manufactur-
ing capacity, infrastructure and organised ser-
vices. A growing economy needs not only more
jobs, but also better employment arrange-
ments. Workers are more likely to see the value
of formal employment when it provides ben-
efits that extend beyond the monthly wage.
Social security consequently becomes an
important component of the quality of employ-
ment and of the broader formalisation process.

The expansion of EPFO coverage therefore
strengthens an important link between eco-
nomic growth and social security. As India‘s
economy grows and the formal workforce

workers, development means being able to
earn a decent income today while having
greater confidence about tomorrow.

Stable employment, timely wages and
financial preparedness for the future are
important dimensions of that confidence. In this
backdrop, the revised EPFO wage ceiling rep-
resents an important step forward towards
building a more resilient workforce as India
advances towards Viksit Bharat@2047.

The author is National President, National Front
of Indian Trade Unions
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Rogue Al must be made a
big problem for Big Tech

Albanese must drop the censorship and get tough on security

‘The OpenAl databreach mvolvmg ane Mlmsler on theissues of social media
Medicare has further or 1l ’I'hebu,densmnson
therise of artificial i of Alwill

concern and confusion to the Albanese
government’s clumsy attempts to deal itself
intoa global push to rein in Big Tech. Issues
of data security, pemn:ll pn\ acy and

betaken by MrTrumpand XiJinping, who
are meeting in Washington, with safety of Al
high onthe agenda.

On censorship,’ the US embassyin
Canberrah i rns about

2z conflated
m away that is unhelpful to our national
interests.

The Medicare data breach confirms
concerns from within the Al industry that
digital agents are learning how to roam into
areas they should not beable to. access. In

the Australian government's approach. The

USis concerned thata framework that

empowers gavemments to enforce vague
harm risk:

based

that would “risk reduung the: reach of

this ha
default position of the tech gzans todeny
req)onsﬂnhtv forwhat happens inthe digital

other voices
whose content touches on sensitive or
mmrmersml topics”. Incredt.blv ﬂ'w

dset loose upos
world.

Inthe case of the Medicare breach, the
trespass was identified by OpenAl, which
used ageneric: emall account to report itto
Theintrusion happened monthsagoand did
notextend to sensitive personal
information. All parties agree it was
completely unacceptable. OpenAl must not
be allowed to argue that bad agent
behaviourisnotits mmmi ility and that

managed !o unify Mr Trump, the fedem]
Coalition and the Greens, whoall conclude
itgivest h and discretion toth
gavernment minister.

Inresponse Mr Albanese has
backtracked, claiming the government’s
approach had been misunderstood, despite
the Prime Minister parading the reforms
before the UN as part of a diplomaticpush
for Australia to have a temporary seat on the
Secumy Council.

LETTERS

Albanese courts the world but voters need him home

AUSEOLZOIMA V1

LAST POST

The question must be asked:
was the photo of Anthony
Albanese with Donald Trump
genuineor AI?

Julie Winzar, Palm Beach, Qld

It's apparent that this country is  farcical UN and set up an associ-  his approval ratings or for the gered a Cold War rivalry between
driftingaimlessly in aseaofuncer-  ation of democratic nations only,  country. the US and the Soviet Union that
tainty while Anthony Albanese with the US as the cut-off point — ham Pi . Qld officially ended in 1991 Butin 2001
lines up for back slaps :md selﬁs i it,you'rein; Vladimir Putin strongly objected
halfaworld less d icand youre out. It Summarising some results from  to the US pulling out of the Anu
broken, PM declares aﬂer US would have an elected general as-  the Mood of the Nation survey, Ballistic Missile Treaty, triggeril
slap”,24/9), Every metricpointsto  semblyandasecurity councilwith  Greg Brown informs us that  aresumption of Cold War nv1|ry
i i i ip of the 69 per cent of Australians have The problem with Albanese’s

activity. Foreign investment is on
the skids, productivity is in the
doldrums and real wage growth
has stalled. Inflation won't be
tamed and interest rates are bal-

looning again. Budget deficits are  tions is well place to provide the  from the general goodwill Austra-

locked in for 40 years and sover-  lead. Comeon, Pi i 8 lia aly Yet, like hi which
eign debt is effectively a fomtr Chris Curtis, Hnmbndgc Vie not, Trump is the star focus at all

debt. Fewy these i i i

world’s largest democratic econ-
omies — at least one from every
continent - instead of the five big
World War I1 victors. Australia as
one of the most democratic na-

negative feelings about Donald
Trump, including 54 per cent who
are very negative. Contrast

analysis is that this rivalry has not
Lhanged oneiotasince 1945
Vincent Zankin, Rivett,

I'm eagerly awaiting Anthony
Albanese’s return and
publication of his travelogue,
Around the World in 80 Selfies.
Susan Peatfield, Brishane

Trump and Anthony Alb:
the current stage. The PM profits

Anthony Albanese says the Indo-
Pacific is “not a chessboard on

a home, social cohesion is a mem-
ory and dislocation in remote
communities is in the too hard
basket. With his overseas sched-
ule, it'sevident the Prime Minister
will beatourist in his own country
overthe next few months.

Kim Keogh, Claremont, WA

When the UN was formed, much
of the world lived under commu-
nism, dictatorship, absolute mon-

archy nr coloma] ocmpahnn, S0
could avoid

As Anthony Albanese struts his
stuff on the UN world stage, does
he think presidents Donald
Trump or Xi Jinping will respond
to his platitudes? He will accept a
pretend award from the UN and
use this accolade, and a lot of tax-
payers’ money, to gain a seat on
the UN Security Council, yet an-
other organisation with little
power tochange the world order.
Albanese should be here, back

The weak leaders get the message
that democracies depend on him
and US military might. Greg Sher-
idan sums it up well: “Trump
couldn't care less what Albanese
has to say.” It's well-earned irrel-
evance.

Betty Cockman, Dongara, WA

Anthony Albanese’s claim that
the post-1945 world order is “no
longer fit for purpose” and that the

at home. are more

the participation of those un-
democratic countries. That is no
longer the case. It is time the free
world dumped the corrupt and

about the economy,
electricity costs, immigration and
their futures as the artificial intel-
ligence monster looms. This pub-
licity seeking will do nothing for

trategic the
US and China “cannot be the only
lens”through which we see ourre-
gion is an erroneous view of mod-
em history. The bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki trig-

move the pie-
ces”. That vast expanse is where
most of the world’s population
lives and most of the world's trade
travels. It is inevitably the world's
primary strategic focus. Anyone
who thinks it isn't going to be

‘When private companies suffer
data breaches, the government
is quick to name, shame and fine
them. Will the government do
the same with its own agencies
that have been hacked?

David Reimers, Aldgate, SA

‘The Australian reported that on
West

where the world’s only b p
powers, the US and China, pay
their closest attention is living in
anunreality.

e
Australian Child Protection
Minister Jessica Stojkovski flew
back into Port Hedland and

Australia is thy to
the two great oceans. Our future
depends on which of the two
greatest powers the balance
favours - they are hugely different
in character. Australia needs lead-
ers who understand this because
reality doesn't care whether you
recogniseit ornot.

Tony Warton, Greenwood, WA

Hold to account those
ible fo

Manic rush to net zero

of Indi Kids

heburd ility must lie with the . Mr Alb
user that pmmoted the age strugglmg tofully comprehend lhe manv

'his sed by Al
Big Techtodeny respumﬂ:llltvforwhans Thi; ying gy needs
published onthei mlemEL argmng it i isno. fdat: hy i
differentto atel ethat d security impli afa\b
doe: notmonitor or tak ibility for gand rapidly

callsmade. On AL tk Mr Alb isnotalonein this, but he must

design the models mus! beforced to take

avmd plavmg politics on theinternational

y for how they ‘operate. And the

insuchaway that

national

government must provid
make surethe Al glamstakethen'
responsibilities seriously.

That said, this is not an argument for
government overreach in other areas. The
Medicare imbroglio. CDmCldﬁ wn:h Amhom

Ti hewa) inwhichthe Albanese
government has handled the OpenAl
Medicare intrusion hasbeen at stark odds to
its indifference to the data breach involving
ourbiggest umon-conh-olled

Albanese’ makeahi

funds.

New York as a middle-power champion who

wantsthe UN to play aroleas global

policeman over the development of Al while
et

The Medicare intrusion is most
concerning for the signals it sends about Big
Tech’s mtenuon tonottake responslblhtv

wn government forth ofthe
effectively control what the great releasesi Thedata hmm:h has
areallowed to hear and see. also highlighted the need for the

Thankfully, Mr Albanese’s approach has
been seen for the grand overreach thatitis.

government toget its own act together. A
rarely checked email inbox full of bogus

As foreign editor Greg Sheridan

there is: no evldem:e that Donald T rump

way to

deal wvth the rogue power ofartificial

noticeofthe

Putin does not deserve G20 call

Trump and Rubio are making a mistake inviting the Russian tyrant

Itisunfortunate that at about the time
Anthony Albanese was signinga bilateral
security pact with Ukraine in New York on
Thursday AEST, Donald Trump was
announcing Vladimir Putin would be
dtheG. it due tobe

strategic and security interests of many of
Washington's closest allies in Europe and
beyond, including Australia with its new
semnty pact wﬂh K) iv. The agreemenl

rdefence

held in December at one of the US
President’s golf course resorts in Florida.
‘The Prime Minister deserves praise for the
Australia-Ukraine Bi ecurity

and humanitarian needs.
Mr Albanese could not have been more
correct when, at the New Yurk signing
. hespoke asGreg

Agreement he concluded with U Krainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky. Mr Trump
and his Secretary of State, “Little Marco”
Rubio, deservenone fora mave that will

Brown reported. of theadditional $60m
Australia was providing to help combat

sia’s “unprovoked and unjustified
invasion™. Expressing admiration for the

pave theway forthe R pot’s return fhis* fnend' MrZelenskvaﬁer
toa comity of mainly icnations pact that

from which he hasheen rightly isolated k for: bil 1 d eand
since he against security ¢ Mr Alb id it
Ukraine in February 2022 in contravention had been “quite extraordinary ... leading

of every tenet of mkernanona] law. peopleil in (such) circumstances (is)

'

MrTrumpi: of
Jjudgment indoingso. The horrifying
carnage Putin has caused in Ukraine, and
increasingly is causing in Russia, does not
deserve to be rewarded with a red carpet
return tothe G20. That ignores the reality
that notonly is Putin connnum;, his barbaric

ly difficult. Russia thought it
couldjust steamroll through ina matter of
weeks, and what we have found is that the
people of Ukraine (were) underestimated.”
Instead afconmm]v seekingto aid Pulln.
itwould by MrTi
Mr Rubio to remember the Russian

attack. agamsﬂ Tkrail he

TS

alsois posing an increasing threat across
Europe, using dronestoattack civilian
targets. Russia also continues to play a key
role in helping sustain the Iranian regime in

war
criminal who could not be trusted. As he
scramblesto be Mr Trump's successor in the
White House, the Secretary of State, who is
alsothe Natiollal Security Adviser,isa

its waragainst the US. in's atthe
The American President aj GZOsummlt_ IJke MrTru.mp Mr Rublo is

determined to bring Putin back in Irom the h y of

cold, however much that may the  the West 11 inE beyond.

The 23—hour, six-day power week

Asifthingsintheenergy

going slowly enough already. Union ;nd industry.
members atthe Aus!ml.lan Energy Market While
Operator, which i energy worryi howthe. decmatv nelwurk
future, aret i ion for pe with th
more money, a shorter working week and artlﬁual mtellll.,ence workersat AEMO are
i rtificial intelli tryingto fig: how tomakesurethe
AEMO is best known for P vity
how nght the energy system has become banking on from the new’ ted'mnlogv don 't
with th an

how difficultitisto, get thmgs built.
‘Theunion is warning that withoutan
improved offer from management, AEMO
is risking delays, cost blowouts and
disruption to the companies that generate
energy as wellas the network service

AEMO workers havesaid they would
prefer afour-day working week. Maybe they
envisionaworld where power supply
cannot be guaranteed 24 hours a day, seven
days aweek but maybe 23 hours for six days
woulddo.

I read with interest that the new
National Commissioner for Ab-
ariginal and Torres Strait Island-
er children described the
conditions in the house at Port
Hedland as appalling and de-
clared that authorities were fail-
ing to keep children safe
(“*Appalling’ neglect: commis-
sioner’s blast”, 24/9).

One has to ask: Why do we
need a person in this position?
How about holding the relevant
national and state ministers re-
sponsible and accountable? Why
aren't the relevant national and
state chief executives being held
accountable? Why aren't the rel-
evant area managers being held
accountable? These issues have
been talked about for decades
and we are still simply “talking”
while our Kids are being neglect-

The Australian’s energy reporter,
Colin Packham, lifts the lid on
this government’s approach to
energy when he writes “the fed-
eral government is increasingly
looking towards new sources of
electricity demand to help under-
pin investment”. Here | was
thinking the government’s manic
rush towards net zero was about
cleaner, cheaper, more reliable
energy supplies, all within a
framework of social licence. Be-
cause there is no social licence
evident in our local wind farm de-
velopment, 1 find Packham’s re-
port closer to the truth.

Kerry MacDermott, Binalong,
NSW

Rhetoric v reality

Jack the Insider’s article high-
lights the extraordinary gap be-
tween government rhetoric and

ed reality for people with Myalgic
Graeme Adcock, Flinders Park.SA  Encephalomyelitis (Chronic Fa-
tigue Synd; ilong Covid.
. At the last election, Anthony Al-

Al scary stories banese held up his Medicare card

All Australians will have reserva-
tions about Al and its potential
impact on our lives, but the first
priority we need to sort through is
the i i isi i

and said it was the only card Aus-
tralians needed for healthcare.

The Australian’s front page Thursday, September 24

prices, they should make it easier
to produce more gas, rather than
interfere with the price sngnals

Inflation policy fight
RBA pmemar Mlchde Bullock

that You
cannot legislate away supply and
demand.

John Kempler, Rose Bay, NSW

Call this a deal?

Anything to deflect attention
from the state of his own national
economic, fiscal and social fail-
ures, Anthony Albanese can't

currently being published. Appar-
ently, some of the Al scaremong-
ering is simply driven by the so-
called “tech bros” trying to
restrict competition and protect
their financial position (“Hidden
agenda behind the corporate Al
panic”, 24/9). Now that is scary,
but imagine how biased the Al
debate will become if Communi-
cations Minister Anika Wells gets

But your: hronicill-  helpbut igning an
ness wisely. absolutely meaningless security

Got Access  deal with war-torn Ukraine (“PM
appropriate  multidisciplinary  signed  security deal with

care at one of the government’s
33 specialist clinics. Got Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome? Try seeing a
GP who knows less about your
condition than you do, and then
be referred to a specialist who
thinks it’s all in your head. Mean-
while, $6.05m can be found for
Marrickville Golf Club,

Peter McCluskey, Malvern East, Vic

to decide what is
under Labor’s proposed digital
safety regime.

Peter McKenzie, Gracemere, Qld

Stop interfering
1f governments really want lower

Ukraine”, 24/9). The Prime Min-
ister thinks he is a great leader
and that the world needs him to
change it from its now failed - as
he sees it - international order
(“World order is broken, PM de-
clares, after US slapdown”, 24/9).
His agreement with Ukraine is
useless except for pumping up the
PM’s ego, which will only be fur-
ther pumped up by the awarding
of the UN Global Citizenship
Award.

John George, Kingsley, WA

told
Developmem of Ausm.ha event
in Sydney that

lared her was
doing “an incredible job™.
(**Appalling’ neglect:
commissioner’s blast”, 24/9). 1
suppose Stojkovski is correct if
by “incredible” she means
unable to be believed. What
does it take for a minister to be
sacked?
Helen Dyer, Ferndale, WA

Now that Anthany Albanese is
to be honoured with a global
citizen award, surely it’s also
time for official recognition of
his invaluable services from the
Melon Marketing Board.

Paul Prociv, Mount Mellum, Qld

Rather than ongoing comment
on this policy or that - be it
energy, the environment,
migration, Snowy 2 - let'sstarta
list of things Labor has got right.
Certainly it won't bea long one
and most likely headed “debt”.
John Mullavey, Howrah, Tas

Can Treasurer Jim Chalmers
stop comparing Australia’s debt
to that of other countries? The
only benchmark should be our
2006 record of zero debt.
Robert Fisher, Mullumbimby,
NSwW

Why is it that whenever
Anthony Albanese is overseas
ing Australia he never,

would need to rise to between 45
and 5 per cent to “take enough
heat out of the labour market” to
ease inflation. This was not a
gaffe. It was policy, spoken aloud.
In a 2023 speech, Bullock warned
“if unemployment remains too
low for too long, inflation expec-
tations will rise, which will make
it that much harder for the mon-
etary authorities to bring infla-
tion back down”. The system is
working as designed. and once
again failing us. The RBA fights
inflation with one blunt instru-
ment: interest rates. The govern-
ment fights it with subsidies and
spending, while adding to de-
mand through large infrastruc-
ture projects. The two arms of
policy pull in opposite directions,
and neither addresses the actual
drivers of rising prices: energy,
housing. food, and fuel supply
constraints interest rates can't fix.
Matthew Rickard, Eatons Hill. Qld

ever wears an Australian flag
pin? In contrast, Donald Trump
is proud of the US and always
wearsa US flag pin.

Brian Barker, Bulimba, Qld

The revolutions in nuclear
power and artificial intelligence
emerged while Australia was
buying Chinese renewables and
building Snawy 2.0 with gusto.
Is this a bit like having bought a
million movies on VHS tapes
just before Netflix started?

Tan Levy, Bermagui. NSW

Greg Sheridan and Johannes
Leak seriously underestimate
Albo’s influence on the world
stage. The Prime Minister even
persuaded the UN to schedule
its general assembly so he could
avoid the AFL grand final and
anappearance on the big screen
with Kylie Minogue.
Trevor Farrant, Hackney
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Spies like them: hint of nostalgia in Cold War capers

One of the startling incongruities
of the times we live in — at least for
those of us old enough to remem-
ber the past - is that the Cold War
can seem like an era of relative
innocence and decorum. Yes, we
had an enemy armed with an ar-
senal that could obliterate us but
the Soviets didn't suicide-bomb our
civilians; they shadow-boxed with
us. We spied on each other, using
tradecraft: unbreakable ciphers
and top-secret drop-offs, hon-
eytraps, blackmail and deception.
Spooks at embassies pretended to
be attacheés of an innocuous kind,
with job titles such as Third Sec-
retary (Supplies). It was a world
Richard Kerbaj brings back into
lively and arresting focus in The
Defector.

The book is subtitled The Un-
told Story of the KGB Agent Who
Saved MI5 and Changed the Cold
War, and the story told by Kerbaj
teems with spies and spycatchers
who could have slithered off the
pagesof John le Carré.

Kerbaj is a historian of espion-
age — especially of the intelligence
services of Britain, the US and the
Soviet Union, the first two allied
against the latter in a decades-long
competition to outwit, infiltrate
and undermine the other side. The
book’s title refers to Soviet agent

Oleg Lyalin, a relatively low-level
but irrepressibly ambitious KGB
operative who defected to Britain
inl971

‘The dashing Lyalin had been
trained for spy work in the US - his
English was first-rate - and was,
Kerbaj writes, “a rising star” in the
KGB. But his sybaritic lifestyle and
penchant for booze and women
caused his handlers to regard him
as unfit for the professional rigours
of an American posting. He was
sent, instead, to a disciplinary Sibe-
ria—in his casea Baltic port in Lith-
uania — where he was tasked with
extracting information from West-
ermnsailorsand businessmen.

In other words, a calamity for a
young man with high self-esteem
and considerable spy smarts. Buthe
acquitted himself well enough in
Lithuania to get back into the good
graces of his seniors. They reward-
ed him with ajob in London. osten-
sibly as a trade representative and
“textiles specialist”. He was, in
truth, an operative of the KGB'’s
Department V, assigned to sab-
otage infrastructure.

On Lyalin's to-do list was find-
ing ways to poison the UK water
supply, the sort of dastardly goal
the KGB - unconstrained by demo-
cratic checks and Western levels of
morality — had started to pursue in

The Defector
By Richard Kerbaj
Blink. 304pp, $3299

REVIEW

More book reviews
in The Weekend
Australian

the 19605 to undermine Western
morale. It was this freedom to sab-
otage, Kerbaj writes, that generat-
edacertain fatalism within the CIA
and MI5.C1A head of

Like Golitsyn, Lyalin was alsoa
“walk-in": a Soviet agent who of-
fered himself up, unbidden, to MI5.
His reasons, Kerbaj tells us, were
While in

ligence James Angleton and MI5
director Martin Furnival Jones

London, he'd racked up a series of
affairs with women - including the

were resigned to the fact the KGB  wife of a KGB colleague - and

would always have an operational  wished to be rid his own spouse. He

edge over W asked MI5to expul-
There was a palpable sense that ~ sion from London, which would

the KGB was winning the espion-
age war. Britain had yet to recover
from the humiliating betrayals by
Guy Burgess, Donald Maclean and
Kim Philby, and the CIA was still
reeling from the exposure and ex-
ecution of Peter Popov, a colonel in
Soviet military intelligence who
had passed on a trove of priceless
information. The CIA’'s morale was
restored, to an extent, by the defec-
tion in 1961 of Anatoly Golitsyn, a
frustrated, high-ranking KGB offi-
cerstationed in Helsinki.

Golitsyn was “very much a
prima donna” who felt the KGB
wasn't giving him his due. In Angle-
ton he found an uncritical, almost
totally credulous admirer who
stoked his ego and gave him nearly
everything he asked for — money,
comfortable housing in New York,
access to the CIA archives, plus op-
erational freedom never before
granted to a defector.

enable him to return to Russia as
something of a hero. There, he
would divorce his wife and repay
MI5 by working foritasa mole.

Eventually, Lyalin's appetites
led to his arest in London for
drunk driving. His wife - as unhap-
pily married as he was — used the
opportunity to make an official
complaint about him, in which she
also questioned his commitment to
the KGB. Lyalin was ordered to re-
turn to Moscow in disgrace.

He asked MI5 to grant him asy-
lum, with his mistress (the wife of
his KGB colleague). The British
complied, resettling this colourful,
undisciplined yet enormously well-
informed KGB agent in the north
of England undera new identity. In
time, he faded into obscurity - a
footnote now waiting, perhaps, for
a riveting movie to be made about
him three decades after his death.
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BE WARNEN, LABIES AND
GENTLEMEN — THE Al GENIE
IS ouT OF “THE ROTILE..

HENRY ERGAS

Al no more
dangerous
than human

stupldlty

Evan Hubinger's much-quoted
statement that there is at least a 10
per cent chance artificial intelli-
gence will end human life wnhm a
decade is, without an

the narrowest economic terms.
Counting only existing lives, and
valuing them at two million dollars

each, the actuarial cost (that is, the
potential loss iplied by its like-

r

of what that number means or how
it was derived, as uninformative as
itis misleading.

Waorse, it distracts from both
the nature of the prohlern and the
most sensible respor

And by pandenng to lhe sloppy
amcalwuc thinking that perme-
ates the climate extinction move-
ment, it has unleashed the mother
of all scare campaigns, culminat-
ingin Australia’s signing of a “feel-

| declaration urging
international regulation of AL

At the heart of that campaign
sits a curiously familiar number: 10
per cent, recurring with extraord-
inary constancy throughout the
doomsdav rhetoricof the age.

That constancy is readily ex-
plained: 10 per cent is the Goldi-
locks of apocalyptic probability
estimates — just small enough to be
plausible, just large enough to be
absolutely terrifying.

Terrifying it certain|

lihood of occurring) equals 15 years
of world GDP; at the frequently
used benchmark of 10 million dol-
lars each, that rises to 75 years of
everything the world currently
produces.

Magnified by the far greater
human costs, those figures would
Justify incurring vast sacrifices to
avert catastrophe, as the doomsay-
ers seem 1o intend. But with the
dominant Al platforms having an
interest in hindering new compet-
ition, and the Chinese regime in

JHANNES LEAK

tate them all, or at least the vast
majority.

Assume, however, that doing so
requires 12 disastrous outages in
tsLh city, from water systems col-

because they are assumption-
laden, show that asserting a prob-
ability is grossly insufficient: there

inusing “toachieve our purposes,a
mechanical agency with whose
weranon we cannot efficiently in-

hastobea analysis to
substantiate it. Morw\'cr‘ simply

power plants ex-
ploding.

The event then depends on
1000 conditions being met, each
with (say) a 10 per cent probability
of occurring. If those conditions
are independent - meaning none

pointing! Al'malfunc-
tions won't cut the mustard: it is
one thing for an Al system to hack
into a website and quite another
forittoend human lifein afitof su-
icidal malevolence.

Nonc o[ this dgmec that Al

v other moreor less likel,
— the aggregate likelihood is van-
ishingly small: one divided by 10
raised to the power of 1000, which
iseffectively zero.

Even a hundredfold increase in
the number of ways in which disas-
ter could unfold scarcely changes
that conclusion. It would take ap-
proximately 10 to the power of 998
independent pathways, rather
than a hundred, before the prob-
ability ceased to be effectively zero.
Indeed, with only 100 pathways.
the probability of each condition
being triggered would need to rise
from 10 per cent to roughly 97 per
cent just to nudge the dial towards
the lowest single digits and raise
theactuarial costto $1.

Nor do the problems end there.
Saying “10 per cent” conveys an
aura of precision; but that need not
rest on

antici-
pated in \‘j\e I%L)s by Norbert Wie-
ner and Isidore Gudak (later 1j
Good), twoofits most important pi-
oneers.

A snmple analogy helps explain
their concern. Tell a travel agency
you must fly from Perth to Mel-
boume for the AFL grand final,
and you would be horrified if. find-
ing all flights booked, it arranged
for a ticketed passenger to be as-
sassinated, thus freeingaseat—and
astonished too, since your request
presupposed the agency would act
within unspoken limits you as-
sumed were understood.

The point, put more abstractly,
is that every instruction that is not
strictly formulaic carries what phi-
losophers call a “surplus of mean-
ing”. In practice, we readily handle
the resulting vagueness thmugh

have started it, be-
cause the action is so fast and
irrevocable that we have not the
datato intervene before the action
iscomplete”,

The answer, first conceptual-
ised in the 1960s by Herbert Simon
~another of Al's greatest pioneers,
and alone among them in holding
both the Turing Award and the
Nobel Memorial Prizein Econom-
ics—has three components.

The first is to keep failures
contained by building walls into
the systems: modular, separate
parts with no shared point of fail-
ure and filters between them to
assess errors. Secondly, provide
the scope to halt the decision pro-
cess by installing stopping points,
soa amgle step cannot dmg out-
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PM’s blurred Euro
vision deflects from
domestic disasters

Anthony Albanese often tumns to
international affairs as a diver-
sionary tactic from his govern-
ment’s mounting issues at home ~
and so it was this week while the
Prime Minister was in the United
States for meetings in Silicon Val-
ley and then the UN General As-
sembly. What he could possibly
contribute to either is question-
able.

But our nauonaj leader proved
himself as on foreign

moveand one that builds on being
the first non-European country to
join the EU's €150bn ($2427bn)
defence loans scheme.

After all, Canada shares with
the EU a common strategic chal-
lenge in Russia, which continues
to threaten North Atlantic secur-
ity and expand its military pres-
ence in the Arctic Circle. To this
extent, Carney’s pursuit of a
“unique” relationship with the EU

matters as he is on economic ones
when he refused to rule out the
prospectof Australia becoming an
“associate member” of the Euro-
pean Union.

It is an absurd proposition for
Australia, the idea being recycled
from last week's State of the
Union address where the Europe-
an Commission president, Ursula
von der Leyen, hinted that Canada
could be offered associate mem-
bership.

Canadian  Prime  Minister
Mark Carney was in attendance,
since he was addressing the Euro-
pean parliament himselfin abid to
promote deeper co-operation be-
tween his country and the EU
bloc. but even Carney stopped
short of endorsing Von der
Leyen's offer. Why? Because
being an “associate member” is,
thus far, meaningless. The status
does not exist, which is why diplo-
mats in Brussels have been left
confused.

And even if an associate mem-
bership did exist, all 27 EU mem-
ber states would have to
unanimously agree — a difficult
task intself.

For Canada, strengthening
tradetieswith the EU makessense
as its largest trade partner contin-
ues with unleashing sporadic tar-
iffs and tiresome threats. Carney
has been working overtime to di-
versify Canada's export markets,
evidenced by the recent invest-
ment summit in Ontario, which
attracted global investors and in-
dustry leaders.

Turning to the EU economi-
cally will not be the balm that

comes to . And
third, ensure visibility through in-
struments, logs and an escalating
structure of alerts that show what
the system is doing while it is
doing it, rather than just tracking
what it has produced.

These measures are not cost-
less, and easier said than done. But
they are no more than good engin-
eering practice, checkable and

precise
percent could peffecu\ well rellm

drawing on sh:ured lmowledp’
to

es: the first, wilh a
nine-in-10 weight, is that catas-
trophe is virtually impossible; the
second, with a weight of one in 10,
isthat it is nearly inevitable. Taken
on its own, the headline number
tells us nothing about how tightly
its assessment is bounded or about

stifling Al's in the

West. calls for a * " war-
rant the strictest scrutiny. And
even the slightest look highlights
the claims’ fragility.

Thereare, for example, 83 cities
with five million or more inhabi-
tants. Yet together they account
for less than 20 per cent of the
world's population. An extinction
event, or anything approaching it,
would presumably have to devas-

PETER O’BRIEN
No place in shrine
for questionable
frontier history

1 am the co-convener of the De-
fend Sacred Ground campaign,
which aims to put a stop to the in-
clusion of frontier conflict in the
Australian War Memorial. Former
PM Tony Abbott is our patron.

Let me be clear; we do accept
that frontier conflict occurred, that
it was traumatic for the Aboriginal
people and, often, illegal. We do

clusion of frontier conflict, who are
genuine in their belief that this is
an overdue and benign acknowl-
edgment of our warts-and-all his-
tory. But the history being
discussed is by no means settled.
One narrative that has been wide-
ly and credulously accepted is that
up to 100,000 Aborigines died in
these so-called “Frontier Wars”.

accept that parts of it That figure i any
our history. But the AWM is not empmml evidence. It has no place
theplacetorecordit. inthe War Memorial.

The AWM is ﬁm and fm‘emost 1f you hand your enemy a wea-
ashrine—asacred pl pon, don’t bes ised ifhe uses it

those who gave their ln.s in the
service of this nation. Its museum
and research functions are subor-
dinate to that purpose. The AWM
is nota war museum. It is not a his-
tory museum.

1 have no doubt there are some,
among the cohort pushing for in-

Those well-meaning people will
not be consulted when an activist
minority in the Aborigi
munity seizes upon this and
trumpets it as an official acknowl-
edgment that Australia was invad-
ed, that the peaceful Aboriginal
population was subjected to dis-

Weare irely inthe
dark as to the estimate’s signifi-
cance and robustness, Yet it is not
merely atruism thatextraordinary
claims demand extraordinary evi-
dence: it is a foundational prop-
osition  of modern  statistical
inference.

Nane of that proves Hubinger’s
estimate is incorrect. But the il-
lustrative calculations, precisely

possession and genocide resulting
in trauma that persists to this day.
In short, that the nation-state of
Australiaisillegitimate.

Their intermediate aim is for a
Tomb of the Unknown Aboriginal
Warrior to be placed next to the
Tomb of the Unknown Australian
Soldier. Who knows what after
that?

That this AWM propos
contentious, and that the AWM
Council is aware of this, cannot be
in doubt. Prominent people have
been speaking out about it since at
least2022.

In a recent piece in this news-
paper, AWM director Matt Ander-
son  states:  “Before  the
development began, we consulted
nationally, and the feedback was
overwhelming: Australians expect
difficult content in our galleries.” If
you don't remember being con-
sulted, it’s probably because you
arenotamember of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander com-
munity or a suitably vetted histo-
rian. As faras wecan tell, thatis the
extent of the consultation under-
takenby the AWM.

Itislikely that most Australians
would oppose this proposal, if
given the chance. But until now,
they have not been given that
chance. And they should have
been, because what is proposed is,

read not mefeh what the words
say, but what the speaker intends
and what limitsthat implies. Those
shared understandings are in-
stilled through lived, collective
socialisation — something no vol-
ume of scanned text can convey.

Instead. whatever Al systems
display is induced statistically from
dataand feedback. rather than ex-
perience, and because every deci-
sion rule that process induces
needs a further rule to fix its appli-
cation, the training mechanism
can never fully close off the risk of
error.

Justas that has been known for
decades, so too has the broad ar-
chitecture of the solutions.

‘The danger, Wiener wrote, lies

on the face of it, in contravention
of the Australian War Memorial
Act1980.

One of my co-conveners, Rob-
ert Hill, wrote to Veterans” Affairs
Minister Matt Keogh to raise this
issue. He received a reply from di-
rector Anderson, dismissing our
concerns and stating that “the

bl Betlenﬂl[ lhe) do
not require a “slowdown” in tech-
nological progress, raising entry
barriers or allowing China to steal
the race. And they are far less so-
cially harmful than that ultimate
folly, the precautionary principle,
which has become technophobia’s
figleaf of choice.
e real risk is not that Al will
Kill us; it is that relying on increas-
ingly intelligent machines will
make us increasingly stupid. fur-
ther eroding our collective ca-
pacity for clear thought and
entrenching the hysteria that now
so frequently drowns out the voice
of reason.

As usual, Kant said it best: “De-
ficiency in judgment is what is
properly called stupidity; and for
such a failing there is, rq.vretmbl).
noremedy.”

quite genuine in their desire to
seek “justice” for Aboriginal peo-
ple and present a true account of
our history, but it cannot be said

that they have acted in good faith.
Rather than seek independent
legal advice and put the matter be-
yond doubt, or at least give them-
selves a l‘gleaf of credibility, they
theirown “broadin-

Frontier gallery will focus on
organised campaigns of war and
warlike resistance conducted be-
tween First Nations peoples and
naval or military forces raised by
the crown in Australia, in line with
the AWM Act”.

We understand that the Coun-
cil's assertion that the proposal isin
line with the Act is not based on in-
dependent legal advice but, as
AWM chairman Kim Beazley has
stated, on a “broad interpretation”
of the Act. That would be a tenable
approach if a) the Act were ambigu-
ous, and b) the desired outcome
were either in line with the clear in-

lerpmtalmn to further their own
agenda. And they did this knowing
that the matter is highly contested.
Surely it is incumbent for chair-
man Beazley, as the statutory cus-
todian of our national shrine of
remembrance, to ensure every-
thing is above board. The Austra-
lian War Memorial belongs to all
Australians.

‘Wecall upon minister Keoghto
direct the Council to remove all
current depictions of frontier con-
flict, and to abandon its plans for
the new Pre-1914 Gallery. As a
minister of the crown, it is his duty

all of Canada’s prob-
lems, but it is certainly a strategic

yand
militarily.

The same cannot be said for
Australia. Although there is much
fanfare by the Albanese govern-
ment over the yvet-to-be signed
trade deal with the EU, the terms
are arguably more favourable to

Albanese’s foreign
and security
policy responses
to these
geopolitical and
geo-economic
times ... should be
about reflecting
Australia’s
interests

EU exporters than to Australia —
typical of the notoriously protec-
tive and highly regulated EU sin-
gle market. The “free-trade deal”,
as Albanese describes it to the

of this is maintained alongside the

enduring US trade relationship,

regardless of the selective and

relatively lower tariffs that have

been levelled on Australian ex-
orts.

Our security partnerships fol-
low the same regional logic, not to
mention the same strategic chal-
lenge — China. Australia’s alliance
with the US is the central pillar to
our security. More so since the Al-
banese government persists with
the AUKUS submarine program
in its current state. By refusing to
explore other ways to bolster the
delivery of a future nuclear-pow-
ered submarine fleet, Australia’s
future submarine capability con-
tinues to be firmly in the hands of
America and its industrial ca-
pacity - now a focus of the Trump
administration as China far out-
paces the US in shipbuilding ca-
pacity.

To this end, Australia does
need to be open to expanding its
defence procurement bevond tra-
ditional partners such as the US
and UK. Granted, the upgrading
of Australia’s future frigate fleet
with the Mogami-class frigatesisa
start and proves where our stra-
tegic focus should be.

Albanese's foreign and security
policy responses to these geopol-
itical and geo-economic times
should not be about copying what
is good for Canada, and instead
should be about reflecting Austra-
lia's interests.

Evenif the EU defines what an
associate membership is, it would
be better placed for a country such
as Ukraine whose accession to the
blocwould not only require agree-
ment from all member states, but
likely attractstrong rejection from
Russia, despite past reports to the
contrary.

This is because Ukraine beinga
full EU member would formally
position it in a rival ordering sys-
tem that, in Russia's mind, threat-
ens its great-power status, no

press, is a total
Moreover, Australia does not
face the same confrontational
trade dispute with the US as Can-
ada does, which justifies Carney’s
diversification away from its
neighbour. Australia’s economic
future lies primarily in the Indo-
Pacific region, where developed
East Asian economies, as well as
emerging ones m Southeast Asia,
should be prioritised.
'Ihhexpl.nns\vh)‘/\uslraliaisa
comprehensive strategic partner
of ASEAN - which Albanese
laughably compared to being an
associate EU member — and has
bilateral economic agreements
with Japan and South Korea. All

HUGH HARTIGAN
RETNO MARUTI

Neglecting a rising
Jakarta is a failure
in any language

Wars, 01I pnce shotks emnnmxc
vt

doubt in-
security. An associate member-
ship could act as an answer to a
European sirategic problem while
still advancing Ukraine’s am-
bition.

So, where Carney’s European
turn makes sense for Canada, the
same cannot be said for Alba-
nese’s dalliance with the EU.
When it comes to Australia’s de-
fence and economic interests, our
strategic priorities should be an-
chored in the Indo-Pacific. not
Europe.

Jake Thrupp is a senior
communications adviser in the UK
parliament.

Language provides access not only
to institutions and businesses but
tohow Indonesians themselves de-
bate the future of their country.
Still. Australia’s effort to build
regional capability has a deeper
issue. We often talk about offering
language programs, but rarely ask
about demand: Why would an
I\us!ralmn kid choose to learn In-
donesian in the first place? For
young  Australians, Indonesia
should not be presented simply asa
country they ought to understand
because it happens to be next door.
We need to find new reasons for
h | i

and ial at-

mwres are underﬂandalvlv

dnmmnllng the headlines. But
away from the daily noise, some
quieterand potentially consequen-
tial work has been under way in
Canberra. The Australian pﬂrlla»
ment has been examining how to
reverse the alarming decline in our
ability to understand and engage
with our Asian neighbours.

Left unchecked, this erosion of
capability risks becoming one of
Australia’s great strategic own
goals. Pleasingly, Indonesia was
front and centre. If Australia and
Indonesia can build more bridges,
deepen people-to-people links and
strengthen mutual understanding,
the two countries have the poten-
tial to become anchor economic
partners in the decades ahead.

Sometimes in politics, it is the
work behind the scenes that mat-
tersmost. Thatis why the releasein
June of the Building Asia Capa-
bility in Australia report deserves
more attention than it has re-
ceived. Produced by a bipartisan
parliamentary committee kicked
off by Education Minister Jason
Clare, and now chaired by Tim
Watts MP, both ad-

cycles.

But the reversal has continued.
Rather than deepening its under-
standing of its closest neighbour,

Indonesia has Southeast Asia’s
largest digital economy., approach-
ing SUSI00bn (§1421bn) in gross
merchandise value in 2025, along-

Australia has. backwards. The
recent Asia Capal repor
shows barely 500 of Australia’s one
million domestic university stu-
dents are studying the Indonesian
language, fewer than in the 1970s.
The number of year 12 students of
Indonesian has fallen from 1160 in
2010tojust 486in 2024.

More alarming, it concludes
that, without intervention, Indo-
nesian language teaching will be
functionally extinct in Australia by
2031. The consequences are practi-
cal as much as cultural: fewer Aus-
tralians able to  navigate
Indonesian  institutions, under-
stand regulatory change or build
relationships in business and gov-
ernment.

Indonesia is taking the opposite
approach. In his August State Ad-
dress, President Prabowo Subianto
advocated for starting foreign-lan-
guage education as early as first
grade. He highlighted a wide array
of languages, explicitly tying lan-
guage skl]ls to global job competit-

vocales for stronger Asia capa-

As lndoncsla seeks to make its

bility, the
of Australia’s challenge and the
practical steps needed to address it
- with particular attention to its
closest major Asian neighbour, In-
donesia.

In 2012, Auslmha set out to

tentof or,

it now reflected an ow_rwhdmmg
and verifiable consensus among
the Australian people. None of
those conditions applies here.

We did seek advice, from bar-
rister Peter King of Queen's
Square Chambers in Sydney. His
advice raises serious questions as
tothe current proposal

‘The Council members may be

toenfore

Let me make one final point.
Wedonotopposethis proposal be-
cause it is contrary to the Act. We
oppose it, in principle, because it is
abad. divisive idea.

Lieutenant Colonel (rtd) Peter
OBrienisa Vietnam veteranand
author of five baoks.
defendsacredground.com

with
Asia lhmu;,h th- Australia in the
Asian Century white paper. Yet
from an Indonesian perspective,
the larger problem has never been
ashortage of declarations or good-
will. It has been continuity. Austra-
lia often rediscovers Indonesia
during crises, high-level visits or
shifts in the regional environment,
rather than sustaining knowledge,

next more inter-
nationally capable, Australia is
moving in the other direction. In
the future, Indonesians will have
more countries, cultures and mar-
kets competing for their attention,
while Australia will have fewer
people equipped to make the case
for why the relationship matters.

Critics often argue :\ustralmns
don't need to learn Ind

side fast ing sectors from
gaming andl' intech to Al and video
commerce Itisincreasingly aplace
where Australians might work.
build companies, consume culture
or pursuea career.

School programs should con-
nect students with contemporary
Indonesia. None of this means
abandoning its history or tra-
ditional culture. But a teenager de-
ciding whether to study the
language should also encounter
Jakarta's creative industries, Indo-
nesian films and music, and the
possibility that Indonesian might
actually be useful to their career.
Our approach needs to adjust to
this modern reality.

At the same time, Australia
can'ttake Indonesia’s attention for
granted. Australia competes for at-
tention in a much more crowded
Indonesia than it did a generation
ago. Korean popular culture, Chi-
nese commerce and global digital
media all occupy far more space in
young Indonesians’ everyday lives.
Geographic proximity does not
automatically translate into cul-
tural relevance.

Australia does not lack trade or
economic agreements with Indo-
nesia. What it increasingly lacks
are Australians who can turn those
agreements into relationships,
businesses and ideas. Although ge-
ography confers an advantage, it
does not make Australia uniquely
lmporlanl o Indoneslans That is

each has to

since many Indonesians speak En-

rebuild.

glish. But two former
presidents disagree. Both Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono and Joko
Widodo have explicitly urged Aus-
tralian students to pick up the lan-
guage to build real connections.

Hugh Hartiganis a former
Treasury official and Principal at
Hartigan & Associates; Retno
Marutiis asenior analyst with
Indonesia’s Ministry of Finance.
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Chicago Public Schools is
facing the most severe challenges,
arguably, of any school district in
America.

Fiscally speaking, CPS is junk
rated and teetering on the edge of
financial collapse. Its most recent
budget, “balanced” on the back of
$150 million from the state that’s
never coming, is Exhibit A of the
kind of fiscal mismanagement
that’s been on display for years.

Just 42% of CPS third-through-
eighth-graders are proficient in
reading, 10 percentage points
lower than the state as a whole.
Just 27% of those students are
proficient in math, more than
10 percentage points below the
state average, according to state
data, and National Assessment
of Educational Progress data
shows CPS is behind other peer
districts in both reading and math.
And CPS justreported another
enrollment decline: 11,537 fewer
students this year, bringing the
loss since 2010 to nearly 100,000
students. Oh, and too many kids
are learning in near-empty build-
ings.

Enter the city’s first fully elected
21-member school board.

Therace to fill these seats is
acontinuation of the fight that
played outin 2023.

The 2023 mayoral election was
abattle between the CTU and
moderate Democrats. The moder-
ateslost,and one of the CTU’s
ownsits behind the big desk on
the Fifth Floor.

Again, it’s a battle between
CTU, its far-left allies and. just
about everyone else. The union
is spending big money to try to
claim another critical branch of
government — the one with the
power to rubber stamp things
like the union’s next contract or,
conversely, to serve as aroadblock

EDITORIALS

CPS board elections are a proxy battle over the
future of Chicago schools. No pressure, voters!

Dozens of Chicago Teachers Union members and supportsrs rally outside Chicago Public Schools headquarters on
July 30 to call for a fair budget ahead of a board of education meeting. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

for the union’s agenda. Opposing
CTU, among others, is ]thhael
Sacks, billionaire phil

table and paying for a DJ at their
school’s Aug. 20 event. Common
Ground def d its involve-

and megadonor whose pclmcs are
far from conservative, and who
has served as amoderating force
attempting to keep the CTU’s
growing influence at bay.

As the fight intensifies, even
events as seemingly innocuous
as back-to-school celebrations
are not immune to controversy.
Some Edgewater parents whose
children go to Peirce Elemen-
tary School told WBEZ they
‘were uncomfortable with Sacks-
backed Common Ground Collec-
tive advocacy group hostinga

ment, noting that its nonprofit,
which is separate from its polit-
ical arms, staffed the table and
paid for the DJ. While handouts
about the school board election
directed parents to the group’s
website, Common Ground said
it did not post its school board
endorsements until four days
later.

CPS already has rules meant to
keep political campaigning out of
its schools. Good. Enforce them.

And enforce the principle
consistently. That means outside

advocacy groups shouldn’tuse
schools as campaign venues, and
italso means CTU members who
lead classrooms should leave their
union’s politics at the classroom
door.

Like it or not — and we certainly
donot— CTU politics infiltrated
the district long ago. That’s some-
thing we hope changes in the
comingyears.

Also standing in oppusmon to
CTU inschool board are

minute his presence at this week’s
Tribune endorsement meeting),
the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union is backing former
CPS principal Jessica Biggs.

So, too, is the Chicago Federa-
tion of Labor, which boasts CTU
President Stacy Davis Gatesasa
member of its executive board.
Given these unions’ immense
power and influence, it’s unsur-
prising that Biggs and Dominguez
are considered the frontrunners
inthe race.

Candidates have amassed over
$3 million so far, with more money
rolling in, inconceivable had the
political stakes not been so high.

It’s worth remembering that
this is a volunteer board, and
members are unpaid. You've
gottorespect anyone willing
to walk through fire to get a job
this contentious without even
the prospect of a paycheck to
sweeten the deal, It’s also worth
remembering that it wasn’t that
long ago that all seven CPS board
members quit, in the midst ofa
fierce power struggle between
Mayor Brandon Johnson and his
CTU allies versus former CPS
CEO Pedro Martinez. To callita
hostile work environment is to
put things mildly, and the next
wave of board members will need
tobe made of stern stuff.

Asmuch as this is an election
for anew board, it’s also a refer-
endum on the job the CTU is
doing, both on the Fifth Floor
and in classrooms across the city.
The outcome of these CPS board
races will determine whether
the district doubles down on

other major labor unions. While
CTU has gone all in on board pres-
ident candidate Hilario Domin-
guez (aformer CTU political
director who cancelled at the last

its current beingled
around on ashortleashbya
militant and unpopular union,
or decides to get serious about
addressing its serious fiscal and
educational challenges.

The Shedd Aquarium did all it could to save the beluga whales

Chicago’s Shedd Aquar-
ium surely hoped its dramatic
rescue of 10 beluga whales from
the widely despised and immi-
nently liquidating Marineland of
Canada in Niagara Falls, Ontario,
‘was going tobe a public relations
boon. The sensational interna-
tional rescue of the famously
sentient creatures, replete with
colossal cargo planes, huge crates
and Shedd staffers working in the
dead of night to transport and care
for the whales must have looked
made for social media.

Instead, three of those whales
have died, along with another
Shedd whale that did not come
from Marineland. And now aquar-

um

has found itself stuck in damage
control for what should reason-
ably be seen as an altruistic act by
aresponsible institution respond-
ing to areal-time emergency.

If you've missed the details of
these events, they begin with the
crisis at Marineland, founded in
1981 and arelic of another eraina
tawdry tourist town; Marineland
combined hundreds of perform-
ingmarine animals with lan

s and amusement rides.
The privately owned park closed

Peekachu, one of four beluga
whales relocated from a facility
in Canada, swims with other
transferred whales at Chicago's
Shedd Aquarium on July 23.
JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

to the public in 2024, done inby
acombination of the pandemic
and the 2018 death of its owner,
butits 30 beluga whales remained
onsite. With the site getting sold
for redevelopment, the whales
had to go somewhere, lest they be
euthanized. An initial plan to send
them to China was rejected by

the Canadian government on the
grounds that the Chinese govern-
ment did not have restrictions on
breeding and performance, lead-
ingtoanew plan tosend themtoa

consortium of willing aquariums
in Spain and the United States.

Enter the Shedd, which
received four belugas — Acadia,
Osiris, Sierraand Lillooet —
in July and then four more —
Caspxan, Peekachu, Secord and
Rain — in August. Others went to
Seaworlds in San Antonio and San
Diego and the Georgia Aquarium
in Atlanta. The final two went to
the Shedd at the start of Septem-
ber.

Itnow is clear the conditions
at Marineland wrought lasting
damage on the belugas. We're just
not of the view that the Shed
deserves reputational damage

mits ess to try saving
these whales.

This has been a media oppor-
tunity for activists who oppose
not justamusement parks
like Marineland, which had a
poor record of animal care, but
whale-holding aquariums like the
Shedd that describe their mission
more in terms of conservation and
education than entertainment.
Those boundaries, of course, can
depend on the perceptions of the
boundary-maker, and there is
long-standing disagreement as to
the morality of breeding belugas

in captivity.

The transportation of the
Marineland whales has been
labeled as a rushed job, even
though itis not clear Marineland
was willing to wait and certainly
not that the transporting of the
whales caused their deaths, as
distinct from prior poor treat-
ment. One activist group, the
‘Whale Sanctuary Project, which
has amission to “end the exploita-
tion of captive whales,” had some-
thing of a conflict of interest in
thatit wanted the whales for its
own sanctuary off the coast of
Nova Scotia, which it describes
as a “natural environment.”

The nonprofit says it has some
500,000 square yards of space for
the whales, Far more than a typi-
cal tank. No question about that.

The matter of whether the
whales at the Shedd are bei.ngkept
for “entertainment purposes,”
as the Sanctuary Pro]ect has

ral habitats. One counterargu-
ment s that a kid seeinga whale
in Chicago might spark a future
conservationist. Or it could also
be argued that the animals pay too
highaprice.

The debate seems to us to come
down to whether an animal like a
beluga, even arescued one, could
be said to be happy in captivity,
which is surely unknowable. Most
of usland in the middle of this
debate, seeing the educational
value of some urban interaction
with creatures of land and sea
but having long ago learned that
unnatural tricks performed to
order are best confined to their
inauspicious history.

All of that said, the Shedd here
was trying to save whales ina real-
world crisis not of its own making.
The institution knew the risks and
took them anyway, and we've seen
enough of the people working
there toknow that they care and

asserted, is onwhich
reasonable people can disagree,
ranging as it does into the broader
discussion of whether aquari-
ums and zoos in big cities should
be abolished, meaning humans
wanting to interact with animals
have to go visit them in their natu-

that “enter purpose:
were far from their minds. Mostly
forgotten in all of this is the impact
of these deaths on the humans
rescuing them in Chicago.

Belugas are beautiful, mystical
creatures; anyone proximate to
them would feel their loss acutely.

ON THIS DAY 41

YEARS AGO
SUBURBAN RESIDENCY LAWS

v

Many in the met

either community.

But Cicero, among an estimated 40 other suburbs, has
gone astep further by requiring municipal job applicants
to have three years of residency before being eligible to be

hired. That is a step too far.

The Justice Department is charging that the ordi-
nancesin Cicero and the other suburbs clearly discrimi-
nate against minorities by preventing them from getting
municipal jobs. The suburbs ought to repeal the prior resi-
dency ordinances for their own good. They work against
the best interest of the taxpayers by artificially limiting
the labor pool. A town such as Cicero cannot choose the
Dbest candidate for ajob, only the most qualified candidate
‘who happens to have lived three years within its municipal

boundaries.

Tribune editorial board, Sept. 25,1985

politan area, includ-
ing Chicago, have residency ordinances that require public
employees to live in the town in which they work. It makes
agreat deal of sense to have policemen, who are required
to enforce the law even though they are off duty, present in
the community they supposedly protect.

The same is true in the suburbs, which also cross-uti-
lize civil employees for such jobs as volunteer firemen
and emergency snow crews when the need arises. An
employee of Downers Grove who lived in Barrington, for
example, wouldn’t be of much use as a volunteer fireman in

MICHAEL RAMIREZ
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Pritzker’s honesty about GLP-1s
is good medicine for Illinois

By Disha Narang
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

This week, Gov. JB Pritzker
opened up about his experience
using a GLP-1 medication and the
impact it has had on his health. I
applaud his willingness to share
his story because as a physi-
cian, I have seen few diseases as
misunderstood, undertreated and
unfairly judged as obesity.

For decades, it has been seen as
something patients could over-
come through lifestyle changes
rather than recognized for what
itis: a serious, chronic disease
linked to diabetes, heart disease,
stroke and high blood pressure.
Now we know that biology plays
asignificant role. Research shows
that 40% to 70% of obesity risk is
genetic. If diet and exercise alone
were EDOUgh to overcome genet-
ics, we would not see obesity at
the scale we do today.

Unfortunately, Illinois Medic-
aid does not cover obesity medi-
cines, putting some of the most
effective treatments available out
of reach for nearly 3 million Illi-
nois residents who also deserve
equitable care. This matters in
astate where 69% of adults are
living with obesity or are over-
weight. A GlobalData analysis
estimates obesity contributes
023,000 premature deaths in
Tllinois each year and costs state
and local government $2.6 billion
annually.

Behind every one of those
numbersis a patient in my exam
room, often someone who has
tried diet after diet without success
while struggling with a disease
driven far more by biology than by
behavior alone. Obesity is a chronic
disease, and chronic diseases
require ongoing care. Like hyper-
tension or diabetes, it cannot be
treated witha one-time fix.

GLP-1 medications are the most
significant medical advance in the
treatment of obesity and meta-
bolic disease in decades. Inmy
practice, T have watched patients
achieve sustained weight loss
while their blood sugar improves,
their blood pressure comes down,
and their risk of heart attack and
stroke drops. Emerging research
shows promising results across an
expanding range of chronic health
conditions.

Ininterviews, Pritzker

ovy”
(semaglutide) injection

Adosage of Wegovy, a drug used for weight loss, is displayed in Front Royal, Virginia, on March 1, 2024. AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES /AP

A GlobalData analysis estimates obesity contributes to
23,000 premature deaths in Illinois each year and costs
state and local government $2.6 billion annually. Behind
every one of those numbers is a patient in niy exam
room, often someone who has tried diet after diet without
success while struggling with a disease driven far more
by biology than by behavior alone. Obesity is a chronic

di and chronic di

described how treatment
improved his blood sugar enough
that he was able to stop taking
insulin. It’s a powerful example
ofhow early treatment can help
prevent more serious and costly
complications.

Yet these life-changing medi-
cations are only available to some

require ongoing care.

of my patients. Those with the
means to pay out of pocket may
have access. Illinois Medicaid
patients do not. That gap falls
hardest on the patients who can
least afford it. Communities of
color and low-income neighbor-
hoods already face higher rates of
obesity, diabetes and heart disease

because of long-standing gaps in
access to health care, preventive
care and affordable healthy food.

Tllinois already spends an esti-
mated $1.2 billion ayear in higher
Medicaid costs tied to obesity. The
question isn’t whether obesity is
costing taxpayers. The question
is whether we continue paying to
treat preventable complications
or invest earlier in evidence-based
care.

Tilinois would not bear the
costof expanded coverage
alone. Medicaid costs are shared
with the federal government,
while rebates and other pricing
agreements with pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers can further
lower the state’s share. The same
GlobalData analysis estimates

ingful ined weight

1
that

save Illinois between $21.2 billion
and $40.3 billion in cumulative
medical cost savings over the next
decade.

Pritzker deserves credit for
speaking candidly about the treat-
ment that has worked for him
and helping confront the stigma
thatstill surrounds obesity and
its treatment. As physicians, we
are trained to look beyond today’s
symptoms and focus onlong-term
health. Tllinois lawmakers should
do the same by expanding Medic-
aid coverage for obesity treat-
ments so physicians can provide
the care their patients need,
regardless of income.

Dr. Disha Narang is an
endocrinologist and obesity
dicine physician in the Chicago

loss for Medicaid patients could

area.

Mississippi
By Paul Vallas
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Every decade seems to bringa
new miracle solution to what all
ails our public education institu-
tions, without embracing educa-
tion choice. This time, it’s the
“Mississippi miracle” —widely
studied and praised because of its
significant growth in children’s
early literacy. However, despite
this miracle, which has been over
adecade in the making, Missis-
sippi’s test scores remain weak,
and the early literacy gains have
been less pronounced in the later
grades.

Improvements in reading
scores are real — the state shifted
away from older “balanced liter-
acy,” or guessing methods, to
explicit, systematic phonics-based
instruction, and it prioritized
professional development and
placed trained reading coaches
inside public elementary schools.
Better reading and literacy skills
also helped boost comprehen-
sion and performance in other
subjects, including math, particu-
larly in the early grades.

However, other factors helped
lift Mississippi’s fourth grade
results. Its third grade retention
policy kept some low-scoring
students from taking the fourth
grade test. Exemptions increased,
even as those students showed no
improvement the following year.
The share of fourth graders clas-
sified as having disabilities and
receiving testingaccommodations
rose. Researchers also questioned
apoverty adjustment that made
the state’s national ranking look
better.

Despite the improvement,
alarge portion of Mississippi
students still fail to reach profi-
cientbenchmarks on state and
national exams in reading and
mathematics. While fourth grade
improvements have been substan-
tial, eighth grade gains in literacy
and math are much smaller. This
takes nothing away from Missis-
sippi’s efforts. Because of Missis-
sippi’s high child-poverty rates
and low funding, its schools face
formidable challenges.

New Orleans offers a better
model for improvement.

= Laa

is no substitute for the New Orleans education miracle

Benjamin Franklin High School teacher Chris Dier helps students create a structure made of pastaand

marshmallows as an icebreaker on the second day of classes on Aug. 12,2025, in New Orleans. STEPHEN SMITH/AP

After Hurricane Katrina, Loui-
siana remade the city’s public
school system into the nation’s
first nearly universal public school
choice system. First, families were
no longer trapped. Parents could
apply toany school in the city —
by lottery when seats ran short
— instead of being consigned by
ZIP code to a failing neighbor-
hood school. That single change
transformed the system’s culture.
Schools had to attract families,
keep them and show results.

Most operating dollars followed
students and schools as princi-
pals and theirlocal school boards
controlled their own budgets
and staffingand could select an
academic program that fit their
students. Schools also extended
the school day and school year,
adding more instructional time,
while providing more time for
academic and behavioral inter-
ventions and enrichment an
reducing damaging summer
learning loss.

Isaw the turnaround from the
inside because I helped lead it as
superintendent of the Louisiana
Recovery School District (RSD),

tasked with reopeningand trans-
forming New Orleans’ failing
schools almost two years after
Katrina struck. The improve-
ments were immediate, substan-
tive and sustained. From 2008 to
2013, the share of RSD students
scoring basic or above rose by

29 points, against a nine-point
growth statewide.

School improvement has
continued. Before the storm, New
Orleans public schools ranked
49th in the nation. More than 60%
were labeled failing, with abysmal
test scores, low graduation rates,
widespread corruption and finan-
cial mismanagement. Today, data
reported by Tulane University’s
Cowen Institute shows no failing
schools in New Orleans for the
first time since Louisiana began
rating schools. The district earned
its highest-ever “B” rating. New
Orlean’simprovement has contin-
ued even during COVID-19.

Following the initial learning

state’s average rate of improve-
ment. New Orleans’ success
helped Louisiana rank first among
states in reading and second in
math growth after the pandemic.

Amazingly, New Orleans’ and
Louisiana’s gains occurred in
astate that ranks, depending
on the study, in the mid-30s to
about 40th nationally in per-pu-
pil funding, with little improve-
ment since Katrina. According to
USAFacts, public schools in Loui-
siana receive an average of $17,300
per student, $2,600 less than the
national average. .

Critics of New Orleans and
school choice try to pin test score
improvements on the “char-
ter churn” — the rapid closure
of low-performing or misman-
aged schools, forcing struggling
students elsewhere. In reality,
most students who returned after
Katrina were far below grade
level before Katrina, had lost at
least a full year of instruction and

losses, New Orleans stud saw
major academic recovery. From
2021t0 2024, scores improved 8
percentage points in English and
10 points in math — doubling the

were also overwhel from
low-income families, making New
Orleans public student gains even
more remarkable.

Skeptics argue that appar-

entprogress relied on changing
state test standards and shifting
definitions of success rather than
actual long-term learning gains.

| However, Louisiana, unlike other

states, raised standards multi-

ple times in the years following
Hurricane Katrina, making gains
by both New Orleans and the state
as awhole even more impressive.
The improvement of Louisiana’s
public schools, which continued
after COVID-19, is evidence of

at.

Skeptics claim there were mass
firings of teachers, mostly Black
educators, that dismantled a
generation of community-rooted
teachers — and that there was a
loss in neighborhood community
schools and long bus commutes
for children. In reality, teachers
released by the old school board
after Katrina hit were invited
to return while schools that
reopened as public charters or
later converted did not displace
students.

The RSD also supported Loui-
siana’s private school voucher
program, but vouchers had
little impact on public school
enrollment. With the expanded
high-quality choices, the district’s
public enrollment steadily grew
fromroughly 25,000 students
justafter Katrina to nearly 50,000
by the late 2010s. By contrast,
Catholic school enrollment in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans has
remained relatively flat over time,
despite the voucher program.

Mississippi shows that better
instruction can raise early reading
scores. New Orleans went further
by giving all families real school
choice, providing school lead-
ers with more freedom to make
decisions and creating real conse-
quences for failing schools.

Cities looking to improve
primary grade reading should
study Mississippi’s. If they want
to rebuild and improve an entire
school system, they should look to
New Orleans.

Paul Vallas is an adviser for the
Illinois Policy Institute. He ran for
Chicago mayor in 2023 and was
previously budget director for the
city and CEO of Chicago Public
Schools.
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We need statewide solutions to the poor
over51ght at Illinois’ county jails

David Greising

Systemic failures of govern-
ment are never acceptable. When
they affect people being held in
custody while awaiting trial, the
stakes are particularly high.

People held in Illinois’ 90
county jails are virtually all
presumed innocent. A few are
held after conviction on minor
offenses, too. Some have violated
parole; others are accused of
violent crimes. Many have mental
health issues or drug addiction.

Asasociety, we are obligated to
keep them safe and healthy. They
are entitled to humane treatment
and protective observation.

With that in mind, consider these
troubling revelations from amulti-
partseries published last week by
the Better Government Associa-
tion’s Illinois Answers Project. It
detailsarecord of epic misman-
agement that ranges from shoddy
recordkeeping to inhumane treat-
ment of people behind bars. Some
are matters of life and death.

The reporting, built on adeep
dive into volumes of jail data from
2019 through 2025, found:

— Sixty-three deaths in Illinois
jails over the six years went unre-
ported, though state law requires
reporting. That makes the 230
deaths that were reported a signif-
icant undercount. Altogether,
jails statewide paid $50 million in
‘wrongful death settlements and
court fees in that time.

— Pepperball launchers were
used in 11 jails, sometimes shot
into cells directly at an incarcer-
ated person. Winnebago County
Jail guards used pepperball
launchers dozens of times, includ-
ing 24 instances when they aimed
directly at someone inside a cell.

— Forced medication and use
of restraint chairs are common,
often without proper reporting to

Aview inside Division 11 of the Cook County Department of Corrections jail facility Sept. 30, 2021. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

balls before she handed over the

Users can check into conditions
at their own county j

Butdata hardly tells the whole
story, and Illinois Answers report-
ers dug through records and
interviewed dozens of people to
show us the humanity behind the
numbers.

For example, Dennis Fran-
cis Barrett, 38, died while in the
custody of Madison County Jail,
‘where police took him after a
minor crash upon discovering
Barrett had broken parole on

the state. chairs, which
use leather straps on arms and
legs tobind people, are deemed
an “instrument of torture” by the
United Nations.

— More than 1in 4 jails deaths
result from suicide, most by hang-
ing, and infrequent monitoring
ofjail cells — often due to short
staffing — may contribute to the
suicide rate.

Amassing this volume of infor-
mation was no small feat. The
BGA, where I work, partnered
‘with the University of Chicago’s
Mansueto Institute for Urban
Innovation to make data from
‘more than 30,000 jail records
accessible and usable.

aprior crime. The
crash ruptured Barrett’s spleen,
prompting his jailers to transport
him to anearby hospital, where
he died. But Madison County did
notreport the death to the state
because, technically, Barrett was
not in the jail when he died —a
questionable splitting of hairs on
the jail’s part.

A 28-year-old woman held
at Winnebago County Jail, on
suicide watch, refused to hand
over clothing to ajail officer. The
officer fired a pepperball launcher
into her cell. The woman st
refused. Two more shots followed,
then two bursts of pepper spray. It
took one more round of pepper-

clothing.

The five years of data also show
the raw nature of life behind bars
inIllinois jails: More than 300
reported fires, with one happen-
ingalmost every other day at Cook
County Jail at one point; 14 riots
or rebellions; more than 2,200
suicides or attempts; more than
14 homicides; more than 1,000
assaults on staff; and more than
450 alleged sexual offenses.

The question arises: What
should be done about the incom-
plete recordkeeping and inade-
quate oversight?

Because jails are run by coun-
ties, not the state, there isno
simple statewide solution. And
Gov. JB Pritzker evidently has
little interest: His office did not

crew still manages to fail more
than half of the state’s jails each
year on inspection reports.

1In 2025, Illinois Answers found,
the jail-inspection unit received
6,500 reports of “extraordinary
and unusual” occurrences at I1li-
nois jails — episodes outside the
norm of daily activity, which often

Raoul also could use his role
enforcing compliance with the
state’s Freedom of Information
Actto help secure release of JDSU
data—which could buttress the
public’s calls for reforms.

Tllinois also could apply tactics
that other states have found effec-
tive. Like Towa does, Illinois could

involve health or safety hazards.  give anindependent ombudsman
But the agency wasable to oversight of county jails. The state
conductreviewsinonly 14 cases.  alsocould establish an agency,
And even then, the JDSU doesnot  such as California has, to review
release the reports online, track jail standards every twoyears.
trends or share data publicly. And all itwould take is a change
The Department of Correc- of JDSU policy for the state to
tions, which reports to Pritzker, pubhsh the datait collects about
ina to I]lmms A inary occurrences,” as
asserted it has no obli to lvania doe:
investigate reported failings by The shortcomings in oversight
county jails. But the agency does  and failures of public account-

have authonty toinitiate lm-

ability are serious, but they’re not
Toable. Additonal by

respond to requests f
onIllinois Answers’ exhaustive
reporting effort.

Surely Pritzker could find funds
tobolster the Department of
Corrections’ Jail and Detention
Standards Unit (JDSU), which
is the state unit responsible for
inspecting county jails. It has only
four full-time inspectors to cover
the 90 county jails. Even that slim

gation by referring
ance reports to Illinois Attorney
General Kwame Raoul.

Afterall, failing grades alone
don’tlead to reform. Litigation, or
the threat of it, could.

Raoul could make abigimpact
by publicly calling on the Depart-
ment of Corrections to issue
referrals of code violations to him
for possible enforcement action.

resources and stronger enforce-
ment efforts — on top of more vigi-
lant compliance and care at the
county jail level — could help lead
toamore accountable, just and
humane system of incarceration
across Illinois.

David Greising is president of the
Better Government Association.
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The 2026 Diesel Wars

To vote for
the party that
| is temporarily
making your
diesel  fuel
more expen-
sive, or to

POTOMAC

WATCH vote for the
By Kimberley party = that
A. Strassel | Wants to lock

you up for

wanting die-
sel that works? Not quite
Shakespeare, but for millions
of blue-collar Americans, that
is the 2026 question. Wel-
come to the diesel wars,
which show the limits of mod-
ern-day populism.

As both parties chase work-
ing-class voters, diesel prices
are proving a made-for-poli-
tics moment. Which party can
better address voters’ pain?
The average price of diesel is
now $6.51 a gallon, near dou-
ble its January figure. It’s kill-
ing the farmers who fill com-
bines and irrigation pumps.
Truckers on long hauls. Con-
struction workers on excava-
tors and cranes. Loggers run-
ning fellers, and captains
piloting tender boats. Also,
millions of Americans who
drive diesel pickups.

Republicans are shaking so
hard they could mix redneck
martinis. This was supposed to
be the election in which they
solidified Donald Trump’s
blue-collar gains, after two
years backing the White
House's worst vote-buying im-
pulses. Only it turns out phony
populist pitches don’t trans-
late into broad economic gain,
and voters have short memo-
ries. Where's the love for “no
tax on tips” or prescription-

drug price controls? Can’t
Towa farmers trust that tariffs
are creating jobs instead of
obsessing over fertilizer
prices? Did nobody hear the
president promise $5,000
checks?

Add in soaring diesel costs,
the temporary consequence of
a policy with actual princi-
ple—denying Iran its nuclear-
terror threat. The president, to
his credit, so far isn’t wilting
under political pressure, rush-
ing to cut a bad deal to open
the Strait of Hormuz. But he’s
done no job of explaining his
strategy for ending the war,
and his candidates are panick-
ing. Thus the sight of the GOP
pandering even harder, racing
to back a diesel-fuel “export
ban.” Such a plan would trade

as wedded to as radical a cli-
mate agenda as ever, with the
prime goal of eliminating fos-
sil fuels. Moreover, to a party
that remains resolutely on the
wrong side of the other diesel
question raging below an out-
of-touch media’s notice: the
DEF war.

Diesel owners remain furi-
ous over a Clinton-era man-
date that inflicts diesel rigs
with the dumbest equipment
invented by man: diesel ex-
haust fluid, or DEF, systems.

What’s worse than
paying $6.50 a gallon?
Going to prison over

a bad regulation.

(possible) slight in
diesel prices for longer-term
industry problems, even as it
hikes gasoline and jet-fuel
costs.

It seems not to have oc-
curred to Republicans that
the way to address the diesel
question is to point to the
bigger picture: The real
choice blue-collar voters face
in November is between
short-term price hikes for a
good cause and the eventual
death of diesel.

That’s the fatal flaw of the
left’s own new populist chase
for the working class: They
don't mean it. They've re-
cruited candidates who look
and walk like the real working
deal: Graham Platner the oys-
terman, Troy Jackson the
“fifth-generation logger,” Dan
Osborn the mechanic, Dave
Cantrell the electrician. But
they belong to a party that is

These unnecessary “emis-
sions” controls are pure,
money-sucking junk. They spi-
ral up initial costs, then re-
quire the regular purchase of
pricey DEF. The filters clog at
low speeds or cold tempera-
tures; burner units pack up;
the sensors break constantly.
Failure rates are extreme. Big
Brother fits all DEF rigs (in-
cluding pickups, tractors and
construction equipment) with
kill switches. If you fail to add
DEF or—more likely—your
subpar equipment malfunc-
tions, the computer limits the
rig to 5 miles an hour (“limp
mode”)—rendering it useless
until you shell out thousands
for repairs.

This Orwellian system has
created a nationwide backlash
and a thriving underground
economy that quietly “deletes”

DEF controls. One party re-
mains outraged that Ameri-
cans want drivable equipment.
The Biden administration went
to war against “deleters,”
bringing a torrent of civil
cases, even sending men to
prison. Federal prosecutors in
2023 brought the largest “die-
sel tampering” case in history,
flinging around felonies and
landing $1.8 million in fines.
Democrats continue en masse
to support the DEF regime,
railing against reform efforts.
This is the party that wants to
kill fossil fuels, but also wants
Americans to believe it cares
about their diesel costs?

The other party is trying to
rein in this failure. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
this summer proposed revi-
sions to DEF rules, which
could end limp mode. Republi-
can lawmakers have bills to
roll back or eliminate DEF re-
quirements. The Justice De-
partment has ended criminal
prosecutions. Most striking,
Mr. Trump in July pardoned
nine men convicted of “dis-
abling” DEF systems. The New
York Times, voice of Demo-
crats, railed that Mr. Trump
was undermining “laws in-
tended to fight -climate
change.” A climate agenda that
won't rest until “diesel” is an
unspeakable slur,

Lesson for Republicans:
Limited-government policies
still resonate with voters. Les-
son for Democrats: It’s the pol-
icy, not the spin, that matters.
Lesson for both parties: Most
“populist” pitches amount to
phony pandering. And voters
will at some point realize it.

Write to kim@wsj.com.

America’s First Bishop Turned Saint?

HOUSES OF The Catholic

WORSHIP  Church de-
By Paul S. clared Arch-
Coakley bishop Ful-
ton  Sheen
“blessed” in

St. Louis on Thursday, placing
him one step away from be-
coming the first bishop born in
America to be canonized a
saint.

America’s bishops have
much to learn from Sheen’s
witness. Like Sheen
(1895-1979), we are living in a
time of rapid technological
change. He saw the explosion
of television into the main-
stream of national culture, and
we have experienced the ex-
plosion of social media and the
rise of artificial intelligence.
‘We share a similar responsibil-
ity to employ emerging tech-
nologies to inspire hearts and
minds.

And now we have an Ameri-
can Blessed as both our role
model and intercessor.

‘When Sheen appeared in his
Emmy-winning show, “Life is
Worth Living,” from 1952 to
1957, he was an auxiliary
bishop in New York. He proved
a natural for the medium:
handsome with a beautiful
voice and mesmerizing eyes.
Sheen used no props except a
chalkboard and chalk. He fo-
cused on such serious topics
as philosophy, history and reli-
gion. He rarely, if ever, used
notes.

“Life is Worth Living” rou-
tinely drew up to 30 million
weekly viewers, becoming for
a time the most popular televi-
sion show in the country.

Through both the show and his
real-world ministry, Sheen in-
spired countless conversions.

Every bishop today wants
to know Sheen’s secret. How
did he enrapture millions of
souls despite political, reli-
gious and geographical differ-
ences? How did he win con-
verts while being outspoken
about controversial truths?

The answer can primarily
be found in Sheen'’s prayer life,
which inspired genuine love
for his fellow human beings.
On the day of his ordination in
1919, Sheen committed himself
to a daily hour of prayer. He
kept this promise until the day
he died in 1979, despite a hec-
tic schedule and major pasto-
ral responsibilities. Sheen was
so faithful to this promise that
he drew his last breaths before
the Eucharist.

He urged lay and religious
Catholics to engage in this
daily devotion, which he be-
lieved was essential for devel-
oping a personal relationship
with Christ. “The only way to
know a friend is to spend time
with him,” he wrote.

Sheen’s love for the Eucha-
rist was the spring from which
his genius flowed. It is also
likely the reason that Sheen
connected deeply with nearly
everyone he encountered,
drawing an estimated 42,000
souls to the Catholic Church.
He saw Christ in them.

Sheen’s power to sway
souls even helped save the
Catholic Church from those
who tried to destroy it from
within. In 1950 he met with
the extremist Bella Dodd just

as she was beginning an insidi-
ous plot to corrupt Catholic
seminaries with Communist
seminarians.

This meeting changed
Dodd’s life. The unlikely pair’s
conversation ultimately led to
both kneeling “on our knees
before the Blessed Mother in
the little chapel,” as she put it.

Catholic leaders have
alot to learn from
Blessed Fulton Sheen,
master of the TV era.
N

Sheen breathed hope into
Dodd’s soul, reminding her
that protecting those she loved
required adherence to God’s
law first. The fruits of this
conversation led to Dodd’s
baptism at Saint Patrick’s Ca-
thedral in 1952.

Sheen’s love for both God
and man helped Americans ac-
cept the hard truths he boldly
proclaimed. His critiques of
both communism and unre-
strained capitalism stemmed
from his dismay that each of
them undermined the dignity
of human beings created in
God’s image.

He wasn't afraid to use his
television program and best-
selling books to condemn sins
against human dignity and vio-
lations of the natural law. His
ability to speak the truth in
love didn’t cause listeners to
try to silence him. It earned
him the admiration of leaders
around the world.

When Sheen did encounter
diverging opinions, his pro-
found humility and willingness
to admit mistakes only in-
creased the respect his con-
temporaries had for him. As
the bishop of Rochester from
1966 to 1969, he made some
decisions that drew criticism,
even hostility, from members
of the diocese. Sheen met
these disagreements with
grace. In some cases, he
changed course after hearing
the alternative view. In 1969,
Sheen made the difficult deci-
sion to resign when he felt
that the diocese no longer had
confidence in his mission
there.

My fellow American bishops
and I face a landscape like that
in which Sheen lived: new
platforms, pressure to be pop-
ular rather than faithful, polit-
ical and religious division, and
an uncertain future.

Our job is to be like Sheen—
to wade through the strife
with courage, clarity and
heartfelt concern for the souls
entrusted to our care. Sheen
showed us how to proclaim the
truth with love. He teaches us
to meet defeat with humility
and surrender. He inspires us
with his genius for evangeliza-
tion and new media.

Most important, Sheen re-
minds us that the best way to
ignite souls for Christ starts
with the practice he faithfully
kept: a daily hour before Our
Lord in the Eucharist.

Archbishop Coakley is the
president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

The Diesel Export Ban Folly

By Mike Sommers

olitical silly season has

arrived in Washington,

and with it a familiar
temptation: the quick fix.

Faced with record high die-

sel prices, some are

the Strait of Hormuz sharply
reduced the flow of crude oil
and refined fuels. Ukraine’s at-
tacks on Russian refineries re-
moved more supply.
Restricting U.S. diesel ex-
ports would only create an-
other int. An export

calling for a ban on U.S. diesel
exports. The argument sounds
simple: If diesel is scarce, stop
sending American-made fuel
overseas and build up the sup-
ply at home, That misidentifies
the problem.

High diesel costs are hurt-
ing Americans. Farmers are
paying more to harvest crops.
Truckers are paying more to
move nearly everything Ameri-
cans buy. Those costs squeeze
household budgets.

But the diesel shortage isn’t
a result of the U.S. exporting
too much fuel. It is a global re-
fining crisis. U.S. refiners are
supplying American consum-
ers while cushioning a volatile
global market that is driving
prices higher at home.

The supply shock began with
a chokepoint: The disruption of

ban wouldn’t add a barrel of
fuel to the market. It wouldn't
build a pipeline from Houston
to Iowa or New York. At best,

It would inevitably
drive prices higher by
constricting supply.
I

it would bring a temporary
drop in prices in some re-
gions. But it would scramble
fuel flows, cut refinery output
and ultimately send costs
higher.

Fuel markets are regional.
The Gulf Coast produces far
more diesel than it consumes
and accounted for roughly 90%
of U.S. distillate exports last
year, while the East and West

coasts rely in part on imports.
Infrastructure and shipping
constraints limit how easily
fuel can move within the U.S.
itself.

A ban would leave more
diesel stranded on the Gulf
Coast. Storage tanks would fill,
and refiners would eventually
have to cut production not
only of diesel, but of gasoline
and jet fuel.

S&P Global estimates a ban
could cut U.S. refinery runs by
1.9 million barrels a day and
gasoline production by as
much as 750,000 barrels a day.
Gasoline and jet fuel prices
would rise as supplies fall. It
also risks retaliation. If foreign
governments respond by re-
stricting exports, fewer barrels
will circulate through an al-
ready tight market.

It is a boomerang. A policy
designed to keep more fuel at
home could end up leaving
America with less of it as in-
ventories are depleted, refiner-
ies are stretched and winter
heating-oil demand begins to
rise.

Instead, the administration
should continue the useful
steps it has already taken.
Jones Act waivers have helped
move more fuel between U.S.
ports, and they must be ex-
tended before their expiration
Nov. 15. The administration
could also ease Renewable
Fuel Standard provisions, co-
ordinate reserve releases with
allies, and press China to in-
crease refinery runs and fuel
exports.

For a long-term solution,
Congress should pass reforms
to the permitting process,
making it easier to build en-
ergy and transportation infra-
structure. Most important, the
administration should work to
restore energy flows through
the Strait of Hormuz while

pursuing every practical
workaround.
Washington can do better
than creating another
chokepoint.

Mr. Sommers is president
and CEO of the American Pe-
troleum Institute.

BOOKSHELF | By Michael 0’Donnell
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Alexander’s Feast

By Arthur R.G. Solmssen
Tivoli, 492 pages, $22

hen did the Cold War begin? In the pages of Arthur
" M R.G. d

.G. ’s 1971 novel, “Al ’s Feast,” a

young American witnesses one sign of its opening
in an idyllic European setting. Graham Anders, an inexperi-
enced soldier, is stationed in Salzburg, Austria, where he
takes part in the 1947 creation of an institution called the
American Academy in Europe—a roundtable meant to
advance the understanding of democracy and to recruit
students from a variety of countries. Fourteen years later,
Graham returns to Salzburg as an attorney, after the pro-
gram has matured, to discover something has soured. An
idealistic forum for postwar rebuilding, he discovers, has
become a front for espionage and cynical realpolitik.

“Alexander’s Feast” is the most worldly in a quartet of
novels by Solmssen (1928-2018) that have been recently

republished by Tivoli.

Solmssen practiced law

and maintained a second
career as a writer, publish-
ing five novels as well as
nonfiction work. “I don't
play golf, tennis or squash,”
he once said in an inter-
view, explaining his produc-
tivity, “and I don’t play
bridge or mow the lawn.”
Solmssen did attend the
Salzburg Seminar—the real-
world model for his novel’s
American Academy.
Three of Solmssen’s resur-
rected books—“Rittenhouse
Square” (1968), “The Comfort
Letter” (1975) and “Takeover
Time” (1986)—explore the manners and morals of Philadel-
phia’s upper crust. “Alexander’s Feast” takes on questions
about the cost of spreading democracy in the mid-20th
century. The novel introduces Graham in the early 1960s,
as a successful, if morally directionless, Philadelphia lawyer.
An old friend asks him to travel to Salzburg to lend his
legal expertise to the very same academy he saw founded
years before.

This unexpected request prompts a flashback to Gra-
ham’s military posting in postwar Austria, which comprises
the heart of the novel. As a soldier assigned to help in the
American Academy’s early days, Graham is there for its
first session and hears the chairman ask his guests to put
aside their wartime differences. “I think that for many of
you this will be the first opportunity for extended friendly
intercourse with educated people from other countries,” he
says, suggesting that they may “find that they can after all
communicate with men they thought they hated.” Partici-
pants debate how dire a threat the Soviet empire will prove
to be, anticipating the ideological battles of the 1950s.

Yet the noble aims of the academy begin to look like ide-
alistic naiveté when a group of Dutch law students—who
have lost much in the war—bristle at the mixed company.
As one of their number says, “we came down here to learn
about the United States, to read about Thomas Jefferson,
about Mark Twain. We did not come down here to drink
beer with German officers!” Graham finds his own princi-
ples tested when he begins a love affair with the Austrian
countess whose estate is hosting the academy; her late hus-
band, he learns, fought for the Germans. Graham also pits
his own ethics against postwar bureaucracy (and the orders
of his superiors) by assisting a group of Jewish refugees
who are attempting to reach Palestine. After less than a
year in Salzburg, he’s discharged and sent home, back on
the path to a conventional legal career.

In Solmssen’s novel, a roundtable meant to
promote postwar rebuilding and mutual
understanding gets co-opted by realpolitik.

By the time Graham returns to the Austrian city, in 1961,
he is a participant rather than an observer. He learns that
members of the Swedish and American delegations are
not primarily academics. They are spies. The academy
has become a way station for intelligence agents. Graham
believes their activities will ruin the program and disgrace
the memory of its founders. Solmssen sets up a final-act
showdown in which Graham must decide how far he should
20 to reveal the truth of what the academy has become.

Graham’s high-minded simplicity as he confronts this
dilemma is among the novel’s weaker points. The older Gra-
ham is portrayed as a sophisticated attorney, steeped in
complex legal and business affairs. Yet he confronts the
nuanced situation in Europe in facile terms, seemingly
unable to perceive shades of gray. “Alexander’s Feast” is
also weighed down by its lengthy opening section, which
centers on Graham’s life in Philadelphia and the minor
intrigues of his legal career. The book can feel overstuffed,
variously reproducing correspondence, memos, dreams,
trial transcripts and even a snatch of sheet music.

Despite these limitations, “Alexander’s Feast” is an
engaging intellectual thriller. Solmssen dots his story with
signposts that will keep students of history engaged as they
turn pages. His character Boswell Hyde—a “self-possessed
pear-shaped young man in his rumpled seersuckers and his
jaunty bow tie”—bears a close resemblance to Arthur M.
Schlesinger Jr.,, the Harvard professor and adviser to John
F. Kennedy. The Berlin airlift features briefly, as does
George Kennan’s “X” article from Foreign Affairs magazine
in 1947, which introduced the concept of containment. The
story ends shortly after the Berlin Wall begins to go up in
the summer of 1961.

Along the way the reader follows Graham as the academy’s
intrigue threatens to consume him, to the detriment of his
legal practice and his marriage. There is much to recommend
in “Alexander’s Feast,” as well as the broader reissue of Sol-
mssen’s fiction. He has a fine touch for telling details. Boswell
is a “pudgy intelligent owl,” while the countess “shook hands
firmly, like a queen.” His characters let us feel the chill in
Europe as the Iron Curtain descended.

Mr. 0’Donnell is the author of the novels “Concert Black”
and “Above the Fire.”
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Xi Makes His Taiwan *

0, not an invasion or blockade. Chinese

President Xi Jinping is craftier than

that, at least for now, but he is using
this week’s Washington sum-
mit to persuade President
Trump to change the U.S. po-
sition on the status of Tai-
wan. But even this rhetorical
shift would lead to bigger
trouble down the road.

Mr. Xi on Thursday urged the U.S. to “ad-
here to the correct position of opposing Tai-
wan independence,” according to China’s offi-
cial Xinhua News Agency. The current and
longstanding U.S. position is that it “does not
support Taiwan independence,” and that it ex-
pects relations between Beijing and Taipei to
be resolved peacefully.

This is a semantic distinction with a big
difference, which is why Mr. Xi wants Mr.
Trump to change. China would use formal U.S.
opposition to independence to raise doubts on
the democratic island about American sup-
port. China would use it to justify further Chi-
nese harassment of the island as its rowdy
Legislature debates the island’s future.

The irony is that Mr. Xi and Beijing are the
only parties currently preoccupied with Tai-
wan’s independence. The U.S. is content with
the status quo that has prevailed for decades,
and that previous Chinese leaders were happy
to tolerate. He wants Trump to change the U.S.
position on the island. Bad idea.

As for the Taiwanese, no major party is
pressing for formal independence. A majority
on the island want nothing to do with rule by
the Chinese Communist Party, especially as
they have viewed with alarm the crushing of
China’s “one-country, two systems” promise

He wants Trump to
change the U.S. position
on the island. Bad idea.

Independence’ Move

to Hong Kong. But they are content to be left
alone to govern themselves, rather than for-
mally declare themselves independent. They
understand the risks from the
superior military firepower
on the mainland.

Mr. Xi may have been in-
advertently encouraged to
make his new demand by Mr.
Trump. After meeting Mr. Xi
in Beijing in May Mr. Trump said he viewed
a pending $14 billion arms sale to Taiwan as
a “very good negotiating chip.” Negotiating
for what is the question.

Mr. Xi may be offering to trade something
Mr. Trump wants for the combination of for-
mal U.S. opposition to Taiwan’s indepen-
dence and a delay or cancellation of the arms
package. Perhaps he’d offer to stop buying
Iranian and Russian oil, or buy more U.S.
products. But those promises aren’t worth
the trade.

Either of those U.S. concessions on Taiwan
would shake confidence in Taipei over U.S.
support. Beijing would raise the volume on its
propaganda aimed at Taiwan that the only
way it can avoid an invasion or blockade is to
agree to some kind of surrender to Beijing, a
la the Hong Kong precedent.

The U.S. change would also shock its East
Asian allies that count on American deterrence
against Chinese aggression. That includes
Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, assorted Pacific island nations and even
Australia. With its high-quality computer chip
fabrication plants, Taiwan is a crucial part of
the U.S. economic and security supply chain.
Let’s hope Mr. Trump doesn’t fall for Mr. Xi’s
Taiwan independence deception.

Trump’s Fight With the White House Press

not participate in it, but on Thursday it

was the protagonist in what looked as
if it might escalate into his-
tory’s most foolish constitu-
tional crisis. After President
Trump ejected three news
outlets from the White House
last week, a federal judge in
the wee hours ordered their
press passes reinstated.

Yet when the Thursday workday began, their
access to the grounds was still being denied. A
tempest of back and forth ensued, but in the
end the White House said the post-ruling denial
of entry was merely an operational delay. The
reporters were admitted.

What was the point for Mr. Trump of provok-
ing this in the first place? No President in his-
tory has enjoyed TV attention more, and banned
media can continue to report on the Adminis-
tration, albeit without the TV cameras.

He announced on social media Friday that
he’d remove the three outlets “as a result of
their constant ‘reporting’ FAKE NEWS!” Was he
upset by any particular coverage recently? No,
he told reporters in the Oval Office. “It’s really
just cumulative stories over the last two years,”
he said. “You get sick of it.”

But the lawyers forced to try legally justify-
ing the President’s action couldn’t exactly say
that. Instead the White House press office is-
sued letters to the three outlets, dated Tuesday,
accusing them of “trafficking in verifiable false-
hoods” and “publishing sensitive or classified
information.” One specific article cited was a
Politico piece from June, quoting a “senior ad-
ministration official” pegging the odds of a
peace deal with Iran at 80% to 85%.

According to media reports, that unnamed
source was Vice President JD Vance. And this

T he press is supposed to report the news,

A judge he appointed
blocks him from booting
journalists on a whim.

wasn’t a leak but an authorized briefing, the
Washington Post explains. “Thank you for join-
ing this press call,” an aide began. “The con-
tents of this call are on back-
ground, attributable to a
senior administration offi-
cial.” Oops. Other news out-
lets, such as the Associated
Press, also reported the 80%
to 85% estimate.

Judge Timothy Kelly’s ruling, granting a
temporary restraining order, goes after the
pretextual nature of the White House’s argu-
ments, saying its lawyers offered “little to back
up their asserted national security interest.”
A footnote helpfully has a link to Mr, Trump’s
post on Truth Social. One CNN journalist’s pass,
he adds, was recently renewed, “several
months after she published some of the identi-
fied reporting.”

His order follows the precedent of the D.C.
Circuit Court of Appeals. “The White House has
voluntarily decided to establish press facilities
for correspondents,” it said in a 1977 decision,
Sherrill v. Knight. As a result, the First Amend-
ment “requires that this access not be denied
arbitrarily or for less than compelling reasons.”
The Trump Administration argues Sherrill was
wrongly decided, and perhaps it will take that
up on appeal.

There’s a certain legal tension, in that the
White House is the elected Presxdent 's office
and resid; , while si ly serving as
aworkplace for government officials and a site
of state functions. Rumors are that Mr. Trump
has occasionally considered moving the press
corps instead into a nearby building.

Today’s briefing room used to be a swim-
ming pool. Perhaps it will be again. But does Mr.
Trump love swimming, or does he love being
on TV?

How to Stop the Shadow Regulators

ton, but the current Congress does have
opportunities left to do some good be-
fore riding off into the mid-
term sunset. A big win would
be reining in out-of-control
shadow 1egulations
A bill in the Senate wou.ld
require executive

II egislating is out of fashion in Washing-

It’s time to start
counting regulations
disguised as ‘guidance.

ger illegal immigrants and to colleges on sexual
harassment enforcement.

The Biden Administration used regulatory
guidance to intimidate states
out of conducting audits of
election procedures after

2020. This gimmick also be-
came a mechanism for that
iministration to introduce

publish regulatory guidance to
a single, searchable portal. The aim is to intro-
duce more transparency to this practice as a
prelude to reforming it. The measure, known as
the GOOD Act, has passed the House and a Sen-
ate committee and awaits a floor vote.

Agencies already must publish draft regula-
tions to the Federal Register. “Guidance” is dif-
ferent. The term refers to the letters, adviso-
ries, online FAQs, interpretations and other
administrative flotsam and jetsam that agen-
cies generate to explain how they will interpret
laws and rules.

Guidance has become 'S pre-

an “equity” requirement into
new funding for electric-vehicle chargng facili-
ties and to change merger-review rules.

A worrying sign is that it’s impossible to say
exactly how common this form of non-regula-
tory regulation has become. The first Trump
Administration tried to create a central register
of existing guidance alongside an executive or-
der limiting agencies’ use of the tactic. That
register counted some 70,000 examples.

The Biden Administration quickly ditched
that reform in 2021. During the Biden years,
guidance outstanding swelled to some 108,000

les, according to Clyde Wayne Crews Jr.

ferred alternative to legislating or formal rule-
making because it can be done with next to zero
formal accountability. The letters and the rest
are merely supposed to explain how agencies
will use their discretion and aren’t meant to
carry the force of law. But in practice few busi-
nesses or individuals are willing to challenge
government guidance even when it exceeds
statutory authority.

Some of the Obama Administration’s most
controversial actions were implemented via
guidance such as a “Dear Colleague” letter from
the Department of Education or a memo from
the Secretary of Homeland Security. Examples
are its guidance on the DACA program for youn-

of the Competitive Enterprise Institute. These
are likely undercounts given how hard it is to
pin down exactly what counts as “guidance.”
The huge spending bills of recent years are invi-
tations to more regulation-by-guidance as agen-
cies set rules for vaguely defined new govern-
ment programs.

The Senate Guidance Out of Darkness Act
would take a first step to control this runaway
regulation by creating a central portal where
agencies would have to register regulatory
guidance. That would tee up future deregula-
tion because you can’t reform a mess like this
until you measure it. That makes this a win for
Republicans if they want one.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

America’s Military Power Is Already in Orbit

Your editorial “U.S. Space Weapons
Are a Force for Peace” (Sept. 16) is
right that disclosing America’s on-or-
bit weapons strengthens deterrence.
A secret capability can’t deter an ad-
versary that doesn’t know it exists.

The House Appropriations Com-
mittee reached a similar conclusion
earlier this year, warning that exces-
sive secrecy can undermine deter-
rence and hinder cooperation with
allies.

But disclosure is only the first
step. Air Force Secretary Troy
Meink’s Sept. 14 admission means lit-
tle unless China and Russia also be-
lieve U.S. space weapons are opera-
tional, resilient and integrated into
joint force planning.

The Pentagon’s task now is to bal-
ance operational secrecy with strate-
gic clarity: Beijing and Moscow must
be left uncertain about what Wash-
ington can bring to bear in the final

frontier, but in no doubt that attacks
on U.S. space infrastructure will not
g0 unanswered.

This requires regular training un-
der fire. U.S. Space Force and U.S.
Space Command must drill with these
weapons under contested conditions,
including cyberattacks, electronic in-
terference and attacks on supporting
ground infrastructure. Exercise spe-
cifics do not need to be publicly dis-
closed; what matters is ensuring that
these weapons can actually be em-
ployed when needed.

Space is already central to mod-
ern warfare. Acknowledging that
America has weapons in orbit both
describes reality and gives our ad-
versaries more reason to hesitate
before testing America and its allies.

ON
Foundation for Defense of
Democracies
Washington

A Thank-You Note Dudamel Hid in the Score

David Mermelstein asks what
could possibly unite the three works
on Gustavo Dudamel’s first subscrip-
tion program as music director of
the New York Philharmonic (“An Or-
chestra Renewed,” Arts in Review,
Sept. 18). He finds Ukraine and
World War IL The orchestra’s own
archives hold a closer thread.

John Adams’s “On the Transmi-
gration of Souls” had its premiere on
Sept. 19, 2002, under Lorin Maazel,
at the start of his tenure as music
director. Five years later Maazel
took the unusual step of introducing
a 26-year-old guest conductor to the
players in person at the young man’s
first rehearsal. On Nov. 29, 2007,
that guest made his Philharmonic
debut with Prokofiev’s Fifth Sym-
phony. The new work between them
was co-commissioned with the Los

Angeles Philharmonic, which he led
for 17 seasons.

American orchestras are fluent in
relaunches and less so in returning
to their own difficult commissions
once the anniversary has passed.
The Philharmonic commissioned
“Transmigration” and saw it win a
Pulitzer and its recording three
Grammys.

The posters proclaim “Our New Era
Starts Now,” and Mr. Mermelstein
rightly singles out the first word. The
program answers it. Mr. Dudamel be-
gan his tenure with the work Maazel
began his with—a thank you note to a
predecessor twice removed, written in
the one form a conductor can read at
sight.

Davib WOODARD
Tampere, Finland
Mr. Woordard is a conductor.

The Future Depends on Today’s AI Safeguards

Acknowledging the risk of artifi-
cial intelligence is easy—owning it
is harder (“Business Leaders Cite Al
Safety Threats,” U.S. News, Sept.
17). Talk of human extinction and
international guardrails authorizes
Al safety to become somebody else’s
problem, negotiated in Washington
or Beijing. Meanwhile, companies
are putting Al into the systems that
run their businesses and increas-
ingly are giving it authority to make
decisions and take action.

That changes what enterprise
readiness means. A successful pilot
proves little. Al earns trust when it
performs reliably under pressure,
within the messy reality of a work-
ing business. Companies need to

The Deeper Divide Is Poverty

The shrinking racial gap highlighted
by Jason Riley extends beyond crime
(“Surprise: Racial Crime Disparities
Have Narrowed a Lot,” Upward Mobil-
ity, Sept. 23).

Harvard economist Raj Chetty’s
team tracked 40 years of tax and Cen-
sus records for 57 million Americans.
The black-white earnings gap among
the poorest Americans shrank by 27%
over two generations. The Urban Insti-
tute found that black and Hispanic
Americans’ higher disease rates are
“dwarfed” by the gap between high-
and low-income people within each ra-
cial group. A study of racially inte-
grated Baltimore neighborhoods,
where black and white residents shared
the same income, showed no racial gap
in health outcomes. Sean Reardon of
Stanford found that achievement gaps
among black, Hispanic and white stu-
dents are overwhelmingly explained by
poverty, not race. A 2026 study of
more than 6,500 rural school districts
reached the same conclusion.

The real gulf is no longer between
races. It’s between the poor and ev-
eryone else.

Scort R. FRANK
Cambridge, Mass.

Beyond the Trump Rhetoric

harden not only Al applications, but
the data, identity, infrastructure and
systems those applications can ac-
cess. Leaders must be able to ob-
serve, constrain and interrupt Al
when it behaves unexpectedly.

The same urgency applies to peo-
ple. Workforce strategies have his-
torically lagged behind technological
change. We shouldn’t repeat that
pattern with AL Companies need to
rethink roles, retool work and re-
train employees as they deploy the
technology, not years after the labor
market has already shifted.

National and international policy
matter, but CEOs can’t outsource
their responsibility. Trust must be
engineered into Al before deploy-
ment, with employees prepared to
exercise judgment over its decisions.
The safeguards built into today’s en-
terprise systems will determine how
safely Al scales.

InGriD CURTIS
Chief executive, Sparq
tlanta

Al Needs Old-School Minds

As a proud alumnus of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, I found Paul Alivisa-
tos’s op-ed particularly resonant
(“Teach Students to Think With, With-
out and About Al” Sept. 21). I was for-
tunate to have been a medical student
there during the non-Al era when my
classmates and I were expected to ac-
quire knowledge the old-fashioned way.
‘We went to the library, looked up refer-
ences, read them and stored our newly
acquired information in our brains.

In the late 1980s, I began creating
intelligent programs to improve elec-
tronic fetal monitoring. Had I not been
exposed to the old-fashioned ap-
proaches for knowledge building, criti-
cal reasoning, hypothesis generation
and testing, I could never have made
the best use of those programs to en-
gage my curiosity and to arrive at

ingful solutions for i
clinical problems.
Em. PrOF. LAWRENCE D. DEVOE, MLD.
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, Ga.

Most of Gerard Baker’s
about President Trump reflect left-
wing talking points and spin (“Help I
Feel a Bad Case of TDS Coming On,”
Editor at Large, Sept. 22). I'm not a
big fan of Mr. Trump. He can be
boorish and petulant. But his
achievements in two years are
breathtaking and unparalleled in
American history. I'm more inter-
ested in what a man does than what
he says. We've seen what the Demo-
crats can do during Joe Biden’s
dreadful reign. Donald Trump on his
worst day is still better than Joe Bi-
den on his best day.

RICHARD A. SCHATZ
San Diego

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
inelude your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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“You're going to be okay,
Just do some deep breathing and

online sh and you’ll feel better.”
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OPINION

AT and the Growing Threat to Taiwan

By Mike Gallagher

he year is 2028, and
America faces economic
Armageddon. Frontier ar-
tificial-intelligence devel-
opment has been halted
and data-center construction frozen
while the market is in free fall

America’s leading Al labs didn’t
decide to “pace the frontier.” In-
stead the Chinese Communist Party
paced the frontier for them: Beijing
moved on Taiwan, the critical vul-
nerability in the U.S.-aligned Al sup-
ply chain, first through a blockade,
then by invasion.

One aim of this week’s summit be-
tween Communist Party General Sec-
retary Xi Jinping and President
Trump is certainly to avoid such a
scenario. Al was said to be on the
agenda, and Mr. Xi is surely pressing
Mr. Trump on Taiwan. A break-
through seems unlikely. But the sta-
tus quo may make the above Arma-
geddon scenario more probable.

China’s drive to dominate
the technology and the
island nation is the biggest
threat humanity faces.

Mr. Xi has said the issue of Tai-
wan can't be put off forever. He has
ordered the People’s Liberation
Army to be ready to invade the is-
land nation by 2027. The PLA has re-
structured its forces, expanded its
rocket and amphibious capacity, and
conducted an unprecedented tempo
of provocative exercises in the Tai-
wan Strait.

Taiwan is a free and successful
democracy. It is a self-evident rebut-
tal to Beijing’s techno-totalitarian re-
gime, which sees Taiwan as a threat
to its own legitimacy. Taiwan’s pros-
perity has also transformed the
Communist Party’s desire to “unify”
the island with the mainland into a

Maybe It Isn’t the Far Right Europe

) Maybe, just maybe,
e e the most pressing
crisis in European
politics these days
is on the left in-
stead of the right.
Crazy, I know, but

2
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ECONOMICS "G i
gfefggsfg ¢ was thrown into
disarray  earlier

this month when
the insurgent-right Alternative for
Germany party, or AfD, won a state
election in Saxony-Anhalt. Last
weekend, however, a bigger shock hit
when the far left won a municipal
election in Berlin.

In some ways, the sense of sur-
prise is surprising. The victorious
party in Berlin’s state election, Die
Linke (“The Left”), is far older than
the AfD, which has yet to enter its
third decade. Die Linke is the
grandchild of the Socialist Unity
Party of Germany, as the East Ger-
man communists styled themselves.
The movement in its various guises
has secured at least a couple of
parliamentary seats in each na-
tional election since reunification.
Before the AfD came along, the
party now known as Die Linke was

The Amazing Things Al Is Already

By Vitor Melo

ill AI take our jobs? Even
for those who aren’t wor-
ried about human extine-
tion, much of the conversation
about the technology begins and
ends there, A Gallup survey released
last week found that 27% of Ameri-
can workers fear technology will
make their job obsolete, a record
high, and double the share in 2017.
The worry is understandable, but
it is the wrong question. The right
one is being answered in science,
medicine and everyday work: Will
Al make our lives better? It already
is, and the evidence is clear once we
stop looking solely at job counts.
Begin with the labor market,

first-order threat to the se-
curity of the free world.
America’s economy now
runs on Al investment, and
the U.S. has wired the most
dynamic sector of our econ-
omy to a hundred-mile
strait 7,800 miles away from
Wall Street. America’s Al
stack runs through Taiwan
because the Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing
Co. manufactures 90% of the
world’s most advanced
semiconductors and 60% of
all semiconductors.
Congress passed the
Chips and Science Act to re-
shore semiconductor manu-
facturing, but the execution
was a shambles. The Biden
administration buried the
program under an avalanche
of irrelevant conditions that
led to delays, workforce
shortfalls and cost overruns.
Working to repair the effort,
the Trump administration reached a
milestone this year when Nvidia an-
nounced its advanced Blackwell
chips are being produced in volume
by TSMC’s “fab” in Arizona. But
there was a catch: Those American-
made chips still fly back to Taiwan
to be “packaged”—the final step that
makes them usable. TSMC has an-
nounced an advanced packaging
plant in Arizona, but it isn’t expected
until 2029. Time is running short.
American tech leaders are signal-
ing that we are rapidly reaching an
Al inflection point. Anthropic CEO
Dario Amodei is convinced the rate
of Al advancement is such that
America must “slow the pace at
which we improve the capabilities of
Al models.” He has compared AI to
nuclear weapons, writing that “Al
will likely become the most powerful
and strategic technology in history”
and “the dominant source of military
and economic power for any nation.”
Consider now the timeline then
Indo-Pacific Commander Adm. Phil
Davidson gave Congress in 2021, ar-

the default protest vote in the for-
mer East Germany.

Familiarity has bred a form of
contempt for Die Linke in most cor-
ners of German political life. That
contempt was egged on by the move-
ment’s stereotypical left-wing frac-
tiousness (a flowchart tracking its
splinterings and reunifications
quickly starts to resemble a Habs-
burg family tree). A splinter faction
led by former Linke bigwig Sahra
Wagenknecht is currently active and
for a time seemed as if it might out-
perform Die Linke.

So the first shock for Germans is
that Die Linke got itself organized
enough to win an election as con-
vincingly as it has in Berlin. The
party took 26% of the vote, which
translates to 47 out of 158 seats in
the metropolitan legislature. Eu-
rope’s proportional politics being
what they are, this makes the party
the top vote-getter by roughly 7 per-
centage points and puts leader Elif
Eralp in position to form the munici-
pal administration. The only other
time Die Linke has run a state (Thu-
ringia after 2014) it was thanks to a
legislative fluke rather than an elec-
toral victory.

This is forcing Germans to focus

where Al's effect so far has been
minimal. In a recent study, my col-
leagues and I compared the occupa-
tions most exposed to Al—software
developers, financial clerks, admin-
istrative assistants—with those
least exposed. Job postings and lay-
offs showed no statistically signifi-
cant change across industries re-
gardless of Al exposure.

Other studies confirm our find-
ings: Al adoption has no detectable
effect on employment, earnings or
hours worked, with exceptions so
far confined to some entry-level
jobs in the most exposed fields. Em-
ployers added 162,000 jobs in Au-
gust, beating expectations, with un-
employment steady at 4.1%. Four
years after ChatGPT’s launch, the
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guing that China’s threat to Taiwan
would become manifest within six
years. We are now in the so-called
Davidson window. Mr. Xi has told
his military to be ready by 2027, and
China is fielding an unprecedented
amount of invasion-ready assets, in-
cluding ships, long-range precision

Xi Jinping meets Donald Trump at the White House Thursday.

need to recognize this shift in Bei-
jing’s decision-making as the cost of
not taking Taiwan may soon exceed
the cost of taking it.

America holds a thin lead in the
Al race. But if Mr. Xi concludes this
lead is insurmountable—that he is
increasingly on the losing side of a

and aircraft.

the U.S. is trying to shore up muni-
tions shortfalls and rebuild the
Navy. Our first Columbia-class sub-
marine won’t conduct a deterrent
patrol until 2030. So the Davidson
window and the Dario window are
converging.

If Mr. Trump is right that “who-
ever wins Al, whoever wins super in-
telligence, wins,” then, to borrow a
poker term, the pot odds on winning
Taiwan are becoming too good for
Mr. Xi to pass up. Beijing would want
Taiwan even if it were a barren rock,
but this island has become the single
point of failure in the single most
important technology the Commu-
nist Party wants to dominate. Wash-
ington, Silicon Valley and Wall Street

on what Die Linke actually believes,
causing the second big shock of the
week. The party’s policy positions
are what you'd expect for a bunch of
variably unreconstructed Marxist-Le-
ninists who have adopted New York
Mayor Zohran Mamdani as a politi-
cal inspiration. Think rent control
and housing nationalization to start.
But then there’s everything else.

Insurgents on the left,
including Germany’s Die
Linke, are much likelier
to resist moderating.

Such as the antisemitism. This is
startling in a party that thinks of it-
self, rightly or wrongly, as a historic
bulwark against literal Nazism. Yet
Die Linke in 2024 nearly clawed it-
self to pieces over an internal resolu-
tion condemning the Oct. 7, 2023,
Hamas invasion of Israel, and in the
end could approve only a watered-
down quasi-condemnation. Recent
campaign rallies in Berlin featured
chants about intifada (pro) and the
Israeli military (anti).

mass layoffs that everyone feared
haven’t shown up in the data.

Now consider what the jobs de-
bate leaves out. In 2024, the Nobel
Prize for Chemistry went to three
scientists for work on protein
structures enabled by Al. Many
medications work by binding to
the shape of proteins in the body,
and for more than half a century,
determining that shape could re-
quire years of lab work for a single
protein. Now an Al platform called
AlphaFold predicts it in hours. Its
makers in 2022 released the struc-
tures of almost all 200 million
proteins known to science, and
more than three million research-
ers in 190 countries have used
them, a third of them to better un-
derstand disease. Years of work
that once stood between a patient
and a cure could see a break-
through in an afternoon.

New drugs are already arriving.
In 2022 South Korea approved a
Covid-19 vaccine built with a com-
puter-designed protein, the first
medication of its kind. Last year pa-
tients with a fatal lung disease who
took a drug designed by generative
Al saw their lung function improve
in a randomized trial, while patients
on a placebo declined. And as some
bacteria resist antibiotics, Al has
identified a new class that kills
drug-resi staph.
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1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y., 10036
Telephone 1-800-DOWJONES.

DOW JONES | News Cope

Consider also a routine mammo-
gram. In Sweden, a trial of about
106,000 women found that screen-
ings read with AI support detected
29% more cancers than two radiolo-

gap that will define mili-
tary power for a generation—the
case for his moving on Taiwan still
becomes stronger. Why play a losing
game when you can flip the board?

Taiwan’s defense sits at the heart
of not only U.S. national-security
strategy, but also America’s eco-
nomic and Al strategies. We must
therefore intensify our efforts to arm
Taiwan to the teeth. Taiwan has al-
ready taken steps to deter an inva-
sion by increasing its overall defense
budget to nearly 4% of gross domes-
tic product while greatly increasing
its drone capacity. America should
support this buildup by clearing the
arms sale backlog for Taiwan and
streamlining Foreign Military Sales
processes.

This can be done while
preserving America’s com-
mitment to strategic ambi-
guity, but we should com-
municate with clarity that
economic punishment for a
PLA invasion will be swift
and severe. The U.S. should
pre-position financial sanc-
tions, coordinate with allies
on a unified response pack-
age, and ensure Beijing un-
derstands that an attack on
Taiwan triggers conse-
quences that dwarf any
semiconductor  seizure.
While cutting through the
domestic barriers slowing
fab construction, the Trump
administration can deepen
cooperation with Japan and
the Netherlands on allied
semiconductor capacity, en-
suring that TSMC facilities
in Japan and Arizona come
online as fast as possible.

Finally, we should remain
skeptical of any utopian scheme to
pace the frontier hand-in-hand with
the Chinese, as Sen. Bernie Sanders
has suggested. The idea that we can
achieve a modus vivendi with the
Communist Party on Al is belied by
decades of experience. Beijing has
systemically violated its World Trade
Organization agreements, abrogated
a 2015 cyber agreement, and let sev-
eral years of U.S.-supported gain-of-
function research spiral into a global
pandemic. It isn’t pacing its Al fron-
tier, it is stealing America’s frontier
capabilities through covert industrial
distillation and the illegal use of ad-
vanced chips.

The biggest threat to humanity
isn’t rogue Al it is Al controlled by
China, which would use this trans-
formative technology to take Taiwan
and displace America as the world’s
dominant superpower.
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Mr. Gallagher, a Journal contribu-
tor, is head of defense at Palantir
Technologies and a distinguished fel-
low at the Hudson Institute.

Should Fear After All

1t’s both cause and effect of the
new electoral coalition becoming
common on the left globally: old-
school Marxists, new-look critical
theorists and Islamists. Die Linke’s
reliance last weekend on votes from
mostly unassimilated Muslim neigh-
borhoods in Berlin and possible sym-
pathies for what German media de-
seribe as ethnic organized-crime
clans have been the biggest shocks
to the German political system in all
this. It isn’t that Die Linke won the
election. It’s how.

This should be deeply uncomfort-
able for anyone who thinks the in-
surgent right still is the biggest po-
litical and social threat facing
Europe. The pearl-clutching over Eu-
rope’s right-wing upstarts almost al-
ways is overwrought. The real story
of movements such as Spain’s Vox,
France’s National Rally, Giorgia Mel-
oni in Italy and Geert Wilders's party
in the Netherlands is their tendency
to moderate themselves in pursuit of
broader electoral appeal.

The AfD is the exception, as its
leaders refuse (or are unable) to dis-
cipline suspected neo-Nazis in their
ranks. But an awkward question
arises now: Is the AfD any more
bloody-minded about its refusal to

suppress such elements than Die
Linke? Consider that the AfD without
its neo-Nazi fringe would be a more
electable party in favor of strict im-
migration restrictions and hostile to
green energy. Die Linke without its
Islamist flank might not exist.

France shows where this is, and
isn't, headed. Marine Le Pen has
broadened National Rally’s appeal
considerably over the years by purg-
ing it of its antisemitic elements, in-
cluding her own father, Jean-Marie.
The ascendant far-left party La
France Insoumise (“France Un-
bowed”) of Jean-Luc Mélenchon, in
contrast, finds it impossible to shake
the antisemitism arising from a co-
alition based on Marxist anti-Zion-
ism and Islamist Jew hatred—be-
cause that coalition of Marxists and
Islamists is the whole point of the
party.

The rap on the right from main-
stream liberal politicians and com-
mentators has been that the rise of
these insurgents destabilizes Euro-
pean polities and societies (and not
merely the careers of mainstream
liberals). Berlin is a warning that the
threat may instead come from the
other side and prove far more resis-
tant to moderation.

Doing for Humanity

gists reading alone. Al tools also
missed fewer of the aggressive can-
cers that surface between screen-
ings and cut radiologists’ work load
by 44%. Al didn’t replace doctors; it
made them smarter.

Even pure discovery has changed.
Paul Erdds, the great Hungarian
mathematician, left hundreds of
problems unsolved when he died.
One of them, posed in 1946, stood
for 80 years until an Al model built
by OpenAl settled it in March.

In medicine, it saves lives.
In business, it makes us
more productive. And it
hasn’t killed many jobs.

Then there is ordinary work,
where the benefits flow to the peo-
ple most vulnerable in the jobs de-
bate. In a controlled experiment,
professionals using Al finished writ-
ing tasks in 40% less time with 18%
higher quality. Customer-service
agents with an Al assistant became
more productive, and the biggest
gains went to the newest, least-
skilled workers, according to a 2025
study. In Argentina, a randomized
study found that Al closed roughly
three-fourths of the productivity
gap between more- and less-edu-
cated adults.

Job counts were never the right
way to measure progress. In 1900,
41% of American workers farmed;

by 2000, fewer than 2% did, and the
population was richer and better
nourished and lived longer. Econo-
mists call this creative destruction:
Innovations displace old products
and technologies, so a job that dis-
appears can also a result in a new
one. Counting only potential dis-
placement is like reviewing just one
side of the coin.

A worker who spent 20 years
mastering a craft isn’t wrong to feel
concerned. Every transformative
technology has brought unease with
it, but has also left people better
off. The difference this time is that
we don’t have to wait for the bene-
fits. Al tools are already yielding
breakthroughs in clinics, pharma-
cies and classrooms, and we are
only at the beginning.

Asking the right question is eru-
cial for better policy outcomes.
Rather than legislating against an
Al job apocalypse not seen in the
data, lawmakers should ask whether
the technology is reaching the peo-
ple who stand to gain most, and
clear any barriers in the way.

Human flourishing has never
been measured in job titles. It is de-
termined in suffering avoided, time
returned and problems solved that
once seemed intractable. Ask
whether Al will take our jobs, and
the honest answer is: not yet. But
ask whether it is helping people
prosper, and the answer is an easy
yes.

Mr. Melo is a regulatory policy
fellow at the Archbridge Institute.
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Our forests are demanding a sacrifice

Wildfire
converted
me from a
tree-hugger
to a tree-
worshipper.

Robert Moor

HALFMOON BAY, BRITISH COLUMBIA Thir-
teen years ago, I traded a shoe-box
apartment on the east side of Manhat-
tan for a cabin in the woods on the west
coast of Canada. Like so many would-
be Thoreauvians before me, I moved
here in part because I craved an escape
from the city’s pollution and noise. In
that time, however, I have begun to feel
the city — which is to say, the whole
tangled system of advanced technol-
ogy, industrial agriculture and hyper-
capitalism — crowding in on this little
forest from afar.

Each wildfire season, the sky outside
my cabin now turns a shade of nicotine
vellow I associate with Los Angeles in
the 1970s. On the smokiest days, news
headlines declare that our air quality is
“worse than New Delhi’s,” which is to
say, worse than in one of the most
polluted cities on earth.

The inverse is true, as well. One hot
day this July, as clouds of smoke oozed
south from Ontario, I drove through
New York City and saw the buildings
washed in the same sallow light I'm
used to seeing during wildfire season
back home.

As the climate continues warming,
this spooky entanglement between the
urban and the sylvan will only deepen.
In doing so, it has revealed to me what
is normally hidden from view: We all
live under the same vengeful sky.

Alifelong, bone-deep atheist, I didn't
use to view the earth's climate as some
kind of god to be feared and placated.
In fact, I tended to look askance at
people who used religious language to
make sense of the essential chaos of
natural disasters. Often, the places
hardest hit by catastrophic droughts,
floods and storms are rural communi-
ties in nations where the average per-
son’s carbon footprint is minuscule, like
Nepal and the Philippines. Here in
Canada, Indigenous people make up
just 5 percent of the overall population,
but in 2025 they made up more than 50
percent of wildfire evacuees. Such is
the nature of what the climatologist
Friederike Otto calls “climate injustice.”

So when the smoke descends upon
us each summer, | can’t find much
wisdom in talk of “ecological sin” or
“climate karma,” which presumes a
tidy logic of personal comeuppance. In
atime of climate chaos, the religious
language 1 find myself drawn to is far
older, wilder and more mysterious.

Every year, I undergo a kind of bap-
tism by wildfire. This religious conver-
sion always follows the same arc. First
the smell of burned wood — sauna-
scented, not altogether unpleasant —
floats in on the breeze. Then the sky
begins to mutate. In the warm, Eggle-
stonian light cast down by an alien red
sun, everything takes on an old-timey
quality. Before long, the vibes are de-
cidedly acrid: Smoke seeps into the
house, leaving me headachy and short
of breath. By Day 3, my husband and T
find ourselves squabbling over nothing.
By Day 5, my thoughts vacillate be-
tween apoplectic rage and apocalyptic
despair.

After a week of yellow skies, I reach
my breaking point. In these moments, 1

often fantasize about agreeing to give
up one of my guilty pleasures — drink-
ing expensive coffee, say — if only it
‘would clear the air. I suspect this
desperate pleading is similar to what
my ancestors, living in the dark green-
woods and damp peatlands of Iron Age
Britain, experienced in times of woe.
The ancient Celts were known to dis-
card precious objects into rivers and
lakes to appease the gods. I don’t own
a sword, but when the smoke gets.
really bad, I would gladly relinquish
my espresso machine to be able to
breathe freely again.

In these moments, I stop seeing the
sky as a blank backdrop. I'seeitasa
living thing, and an angry one. I see
the spirit of the forest rising up, rage-
ful and trickstery, to hurl down thun-
derbolts and sicken us while we sleep.
Put differently, I feel myself drawn
away from scientific atheism, and
toward a creed that philosophers call

“scientific animism.”

Animism, put very simply, is the
belief that the natural world is inhab-
ited by spirits who can either punish
us or bestow favors, Scientific animism
applies this ancient lens to modern
science, showing how forces in the
natural world (plants, rivers, entire
planets) are self-organized, self-per-
petuating and self-willed. In this view,
nature is not an inert, passive back-
drop to human progress. It actively
responds to our actions — though not
always in the way we would predict.

Take trees. Until fairly recently, I
tended to view trees as ecologically
angelic beings that purified our air,
shaded our homes and helped stabilize
our climate. But today, the halo around
trees is rapidly dimming. One wide-
ranging study found that Canada’s
forests, thanks in large part to wild-
fires, officially became a net source of
carbon emissions rather than a carbon

sink around 2021. (Canada’s heavily
logged “managed” forests” passed a
similar tipping point all the way back
in 2001) This means that, in one of the
largest and most forested nations on
earth, trees are now releasing more
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
than they absorb.

A similar metamorphosis seems to
be taking place in the Amazon and
Congo rainforests. Moreover, the soot
produced by wildfires can float up into
the atmosphere and settle back down
on snowy regions elsewhere, dark-
ening them, which further contributes
to global heating. It appears that a
terrible feedback loop could be form-
ing: Trees burn, warming the world;
the world warms, and more trees burn.

Put another way, I worry our forests
are now acting as amplifiers of our
ecological actions; that if we continue
to heat the climate, trees will only
accelerate the warming.

This phenomenon jibes with the
teachings of many Indigenous cul-
tures, which hold that certain trees are
inhabited by spirits who, if the tree is
unceremoniously killed, will exact
their revenge on you or your relatives.
The kodama of Japan, the aos si of
Ireland, the radande of Sweden, the
vaksha of India, the jumbies of the
Caribbean, the Iroko-Man of Nigeria,
the kumaka akiri of the Amazon — all
are variations on this theme.

The ancient Greeks and Romans
held a similar belief regarding nymphs
and dryads. In one of history’s most
haunting ecological fables, Ovid re-
counts how the arrogant king
Erysichthon, having felled a sacred
oak inhabited by a dryad, is cursed by
the gods with an eternal and all-con-
suming hunger. Trying to fill his bot-
tomless belly, he eventually sells his
daughter into slavery and then gnaws
MOOR, PAGE 10

Celebrities opt

Ed Sheeran
‘wants to
perform
around the
globe while
ignoring
global
conlflicts.

Roxane Gay

Ed Sheeran is one of the most popular
musicians in the world. He sells mil-
lions upon millions of albums, has
among his peers some of the most
streamed music, and makes reliable
hits that appeal to almost everyone.
Sonically, he often positions himself as
a citizen of the world, a musical explor-
er. There are Persian influences in
“Azizam,” which translates as “my
beloved.” “Sapphire” features Punjabi
beats and is included on his studio
album “Play,” which features several
Indian musicians.

‘What Mr. Sheeran wants, it seems, is
to make his music and perform around
the world, earning incredible amounts
of money, in peace. While doing so, he
appears to also want to blithely ignore
most of the global conflicts that might
be affecting his audience in spite of his
eagerness to create a pastiche of
global sound in his music. At least
that’s the impression he gives based
on how he initially responded to the
rapper Macklemore’s being dropped as
one of his Loop tour’s opening acts.

At two performances in early Sep-
tember, Macklemore spoke up about
Palestine, ending the genocide and the
staggering loss of life in Gaza. For the
past few years, he has been very vocal
in his support of Palestinians and
‘when given the opportunity to speak
before the huge audiences of a major
tour, he made the most of it.

Stadium owners immediately sprang
into action, using among other things
their immense wealth as a cudgel to

out of politics, but their fans cannot

bring Macklemore to heel and send a
clear warning to anyone else who
might dare to declare support for the
Palestinians. The rapper was kicked
off the Sheeran tour after Robert Kraft,
the billionaire owner of the New Eng-
land Patriots, said Mr. Sheeran would
not be able to perform at Gillette Sta-
dium if Macklemore was still part of
the lineup. It’s the stuff of cartoon
villainy.

Macklemore made an eloquent
public statement about being dropped
and soon after, the other opening acts
and Mr. Sheeran’s backing band left
the tour in solidarity. Mr. Sheeran, for
his part, said in a statement that it
wasn't his decision to remove Mackle-
more, but the decision of the venue
owners and tour promoter: “I am not
complicit. I have my personal views on
this devastating conflict. Just because
I choose not to speak publicly, it does-
't mean I don’t have them, and it
doesn’t mean I don’t care.”

Celebrities often demur when asked
to share their political opinions. In
these situations, the breadth of what is
deemed political is wide-ranging:
anything that might affect their brand,
public image, earning potential, repu-
tation or legacy. Celebrities will say
they aren't interested in politics or
they don’t “do” politics or they don't
talk about politics. They are all about
their work, nothing more. If they re-
main neutral (silent), they won't of-
fend anyone and they will, hopefully,
appeal to everyone. They use the
facade of neutrality as shelter, as a
place to take refuge.

1In his original statement, Mr.
Sheeran added that his fans don't
come to his concerts for a “political

forum,” which was simply expanding
the geography of his refuge. What
could he do? He is merely a servant,
subject to the desires of his audience.
The statement was as tepid and
indistinct as his music. He used vague-
ness and ambiguity so people could
read into his words what they wanted
to hear. Maybe, privately, he really was
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a passionate advocate for the Palestin-
ians. Maybe he really did, privately,
believe Israel was not committing
genocide.

Mr. Sheeran had previously implied
that he has a right to privacy when it
comes to his political views and that,
though he is one of the most famous
and high-earning musicians in the

world, he has no power in this situa-
tion. The venues, the promoters, any-
one but him is responsible for all that
has come to pass.

But in Mr. Sheeran’s case, there was
a previous exception: Ukraine. In
2022, he performed at a fund-raiser for
Ukraine and on more than one occa-
sion he expressed solidarity with the
war-torn country. He was political, it
seemed, when he deemed it safe
enough to be so. Otherwise, Mr.
Sheeran used neutrality as a refuge for
himself, but that refuge did not extend
to his audience.

He promised good music and a good
time, no politics, even though after
three hours, his fans would stream out
of the stadium and return to their lives
where they did not get to opt out of all
of the problems politics creates — the
immense emotional toll of so many
civilians dying senseless deaths, not to
mention high gas prices because of the
war in Iran, inflation and stagnant
wages.

‘With some notable exceptions like
Mark Ruffalo and Ms. Rachel, most
public figures are unwilling to risk
privilege and position or to demon-
strate the courage of their convictions.
In 2025, Pharrell Williams said: “I hate
politics. Like, despise them. It's a
magic trick. It's not real. I don’t believe
in either side. Because I think when
you pick a side, you are inadvertently
supporting division.” In a Times inter-
view that same year, Jennifer
Lawrence, who had been politically
vocal previously, explained, “I don’t
want to start turning people off to films
and to art that could change conscious-
ness or change the world because they
GAY, PAGE 10
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Celebrities opt out of politics, but their fans cannot

GAY, FROM PAGE 9
don’t like my political opinions.” At the
2026 Berlin Film Festival, Wim Wend-
ers said, of his fellow filmmakers, “We
have to stay out of politics because if
we make movies that are dedicatedly
political, we enter the field of politics
but we are the counterweight of poli-
tics.”

When celebrities make these pro-

We don't expect progress
from the Trump-Xi summit

The Editorial Board

The world is facing at least three crises
today that cannot be resolved by any
one country. Two are longer-term and
arguably existential: the threat of
uncontrolled artificial intelligence and
the growing impact of climate change.
One is shorter-term and damaging the
global economy: the disruption of
shipping lanes in the Middle East. All
three require the kind of high-level
international cooperation that helped
manage other challenges, like the
threat of nuclear warfare during the
Cold War and the damage to the ozone
layer.
Yet almost nobody expects meaning-
ful progress during this week’s meet-
ings in Washington between the lead-
ers of the two most powerful countries,
President Xi Jinping of China and
President Trump. Beneath the pomp of
Mr. Xi’s visit, the agenda appears
notably unambitious. At most, Treas-
ury Secretary Scott Bessent signaled
that America can hope for commercial
deals and modest A.I safety progress.
The low expectations for the visit
underline the damage that Mr. Trump
is doing to American influence and
global well-being. He is an undisci-
plined politician who puts his personal
interests above the nation’s, running
an administra-
tion that has no

The l"w. coherent strat-
expectations egy for solving
for the Chinese major problems.
president’s visit He is instead
underline the often exacerbat-
damage that ing the world’s
Trump is doing biggest prob-
to Ameri lems.
. e No matter
influence “‘d. who was presi-
global well-being.  dent, negotia-
tions with China
would be diffi-

cult. Mr. Xi is an autocrat who has
centralized authority, oppressed his
country’s citizens and built partner-
ships with the world’s most repressive
regimes. Yet Mr. Xi does tend to be a
ruthless tactician, and China and the
United States do have overlapping
interests on several major issues,
including A.L, climate change and
Middle East shipping lanes.

The notion that Mr. Trump could
effectively represent America’s inter-
ests on these issues seems ludicrous at
this point. Even on his own terms, his
signature second-term actions, like the
tariffs and war in Iran, are failing. No
wonder that China's leaders reportedly
see his presidency as a gift to their
ambitions for greater global influence.
Americans are left to imagine the
progress that could have been at-
tempted this week with another presi-
dent,

The first area of potential coopera-
tion is A.L safety. The rapid advance-
ment of A.L capabilities requires gov-
ernment regulation to limit the possi-
bility that such tools could become
uncontrollable and destructive. No one
country can assure its own safety from
these dangers. International coopera-
tion is needed to mitigate the threat.

American A.I. models pose great
risks because they are the most power-
ful. But China’s models are not far
behind and pose their own risks be-
cause they tend to be open-weight,
with their internal rules available for
other users to alter. Fortunately, China
has reasons to want safeguards. Chi-
na's spy chief recently warned that A.L.
threatens one-party control there.
China, like every country, also fears
biological weapons.

Mr. Trump evinces little concern
about A.L's risks and little interest in
regulating it. He has said that the
United States must beat China in the
AL race, without regard for safety.
That race does matter, but there are
ways for the United States both to
compete with China and to work to-
gether on the risks. The right policy is
a mix of competition and cooperation,
as America pursued with the Soviet
Union during the Cold War. Today, the
United States should make the scientif-

ic investments to remain ahead of
China while negotiating over shared
threats like bioweapons and A.L sys-
tems that escape human control.

A second issue on which America
urgently needs China’s help is in the
Middle East. In response to Mr.
‘Trump's reckless war, Iran has re-
stricted traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz, while the Houthis, a terrorist
group allied with Iran, have expanded
their disruption of traffic through the
Red Sea. The price of oil has risen
worldwide as a result.

Persuading Mr. Xi to pressure Iran
to reopen the strait would not be easy.
Mr. Trump is damaging America’s
international status so badly that the
Chinese leader can follow the dictum
attributed to Napoleon: “Never inter-
rupt your enemy when he is making a
mistake” Still, China has an interest in
the free flow of oil and lower energy
prices. China’s economic growth has
weakened in recent years, and higher
oil prices do not help. The govern-
ment’s stated position in talks with
Iran is that it should reopen the strait.
China certainly has the leverage to
push Iran for a deal: It has been Iran’s
largest customer for oil, buying 90
percent of its exports in recent years.

If anything, the third issue — climate
change — is the one on which U.S.-
China talks could offer the most prom-
ise if Mr. Trump were not president.
China once was an obstacle to climate
progress, complicating the attempts of
the Obama administration to negotiate
a global framework. Over the past
decade, though, China has increasingly
been willing to address climate change.
Its world-leading renewable energy
industry would benefit from interna-
tional agreements that increase reli-
ance on batteries and electric cars.

These three issues obviously do not
represent a complete agenda for an
ideal U.S-China summit. Several oth-
ers would be even trickier, including
China’s support for Iran’s and Russia’s
militaries and China's increasing ag-
gression toward Taiwan and several
Asian countries, Realistically, any one
meeting would probably not make
much progress on the thorniest issues.
But the United States and China are
not merely rivals for international
power; they also have shared interests
in global stability.

American presidents going back
more than 100 years have believed the
country had an interest in taking a
leading role in the world. America is
far from perfect. But when it led, the
world often benefited through ex-
panded prosperity, security and de-
mocracy. The progress enhanced this
country’s global prestige and influence
along the way.

Mr. Trump shows little care for these
benefits. He uses international rela-
tions to seek personal enrichment,
praise from sycophants and equal
standing with authoritarians. His
flailing presidency leaves Americans
with the thinnest of hopes for this
week’s summit: that he does not fur-
ther damage the national interest.

THE EDITORIAL BOARD is a group of opin-
ion journalists whose views are in-
formed by expertise, research, debate
and certain longstanding values. It is

you have to wonder if
they even understand politics. It’s
kind of delusional, this misguided
notion that if prominent people stay
politically silent, they will encourage
unity rather than division, offering
their neutrality as a “We Are the
‘World” for the modern age. This
seems to be what Mr. Sheeran longs
for.

Celebrities are quite selective about
acknowledging the influence they
have on their audience. When it comes
to politics and so many other matters
of substance and urgency, they're just
actors or musicians or athletes: Why
would anyone care what they think?
But when they go on a press junket for
a project or serve as a product’s
spokesman or become a brand ambas-
sador, they are crystal clear about
their power, what it's worth, and how
they should use it.

In some ways, I can understand
their reluctance to make their political
opinions known. Oftentimes, when
they are asked where they stand on
any given issue, the people asking are
merely wanting the celebrity to affirm
their own stances. If the celebrity
doesn’t, he or she is roundly criticized
or, lately, canceled.

In his statement, Macklemore made
clear that he remains incredibly privi-
leged, that the real victims in this
situation are Palestinians. A lot of
people are valorizing Macklemore and
branding him as a leader in the Free
Palestine movement. This is not the
case. He is just one man with some
reach and influence who is taking a
stand no matter the consequences. It’s
noteworthy and even admirable be-
cause it happens so rarely.

As for Mr. Sheeran, after days of
intense public scrutiny and pressure,
he reluctantly spoke about Gaza at his
first concert since Macklemore was
dropped from the tour. It appears he
did so because the future of his tour
was in question. In his remarks, Mr.
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Ed Sheeran performing following his removal of Macklemore for his “Free Palestine” stance, on Sept. 19 in Philadelphia.

Sheeran said that Hamas’s Oct. 7 at-
tacks in Israel were “horrific and com-
pounded centuries of Jewish pain,” and
that “what is happening in Gaza is
catastrophic and unjustifiable and
disproportionate.”

His heart is broken. He harbors so
much empathy for the children. He
would even go on to shed a few tears

as if to punctuate his sincerity. Earlier
in his preconcert speech he also noted,
“I have tried in my career not to be a
political commentator of any kind,
because I want my music and shows to
be about unity, not division; about
humanity, not politics.” How unity
would be possible without acknowledg-
ing politics is not something Mr.

Sheeran, whose latest statement pri-
oritizes his own feelings, resolves.
This entire debacle is a stark re-
minder that opting out of taking politi-
cal stands is, in and of itself, a political
stand: a politics of self-interest.

ROXANE GAY is an author and the editor
of “The Portable Feminist Reader”

Let’s use video for global good

DONALDSON, FROM PAGE I

people believe the world got worse
over the past year. In the first two
decades of this century, the share of
American households that give to
charity fell from 66 percent to less than
half. Entire countries have become
stingier too: Overseas development
aid from wealthy nations fell 23 per-
cent last year, the steepest one-year
drop on record.

Part of the reason for this dwindling
interest is that few people see good
work in action. They see or hear an
appeal, they write a check or click on
“Donate” on their phone, and the re-
ceipt marks the end of the transaction.

Video can help charity keep up with
a changing world.

In 2022, in the process of launching
the chocolate brand Feastables, Jimmy
and his team learned that more than
1.5 million children are illegally work-
ing on cocoa farms in Ghana and else-
where in the region. The Beast team
—— setouttoget those

In the real children into class-

world, we rooms, while helping
N farmers earn a living

have to work wage. And just as

togetpeople  important in the

to care. Hope  video era, Jimmy

cansell, if we  also set out to tell

do it with the those people’s story

right tools through inspiring

and talent. widgod-

That’s when Beast
‘Philanthropy began
working with the
ion, which has

separate from the
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CORRECTION

An article on Wednesday by Zeynep
Tufekei, “Why A.L is dangerous for
science, t0o,” misstated the name
and frequency of a mathematical

prize. It is the Fields Medal, not the
Field Medal, and it is awarded once
every four years, not once every five
years.

made a big bet on helping 100 million
children get nutritious, sustainable
school meals by 2030. Meals keep kids
in school and serve as a safety net
during famines.

It’s early days, but the change is
visible on the ground in Ghana. Chil-
dren are in new classrooms with clean
water and a daily meal, women are
running new income-generating enter-
prises, and locally hired field agents
visit households to track children’s
well-being and step in with support
where it's needed. More children are in
school, and CARE and our local part-
ners' early data suggests food is one
reason why.

People are engaging with the videos
too. The February MrBeast video “1
Built 10 Schools Around the World” has
been watched more than 82 million
times and liked 2.4 million times.
Those numbers demonstrate the
unique power video has to capture
people’s attention and inspire them to
care. Watching children line up for
seconds of a hearty, nutrient-rich stew
cooked in a solar-powered kitchen is
the kind of storytelling that truly
moves viewers.

And that same video can help view-
ers hold charities accountable too. This

is a five-year effort, not a one-meal or
one-video one. In a way a drier impact
assessment never can, video makes
plain what's working and what's not.
Over the next five years, the videos
will complement a monitoring system
run in partnership with the local co-
operative that collects the data, and
with the International Cocoa Initia-
tive.

Of course, filming comes with re-
sponsibilities of its own. A child should
never feel that receiving help depends
on appearing in a video. Our team
sticks to a very firm rule: Cameras
capture what’s already happening,
and any child can step out of a shot at
any time, no expianation needed.
Showing the hard realities that make
charity necessary requires care, and
we're taking it.

Right now, institutional charities
and philanthropies speak to a very
small slice of YouTube’s growing

JAMEE LEE TAETE FOR THE. HEW YORX TIMES

audience. That’s understandable. Good
charity doesn’t always make good
content. In a perfect world, fund-rais-
ing would be easy. But in the real
world, we have to work to get people to
care. Hope can sell, if we do it with the
right tools and talent. And we’re trying
to show one way we can.

Video is what got both of us into this
way of life. We think it can do the same
for many others. This project is a good
start: Fewer kids will go to bed hun-
gry, and viewers around the world will
have the opportunity to see the results
and join the movement to get school
meals to the millions of children still
trying to study on an empty stomach.
That is how kindness goes viral.

JIMMY DONALDSON is the founder of
Beast Industries and Beast Philan-
thropy. RAJIV J. SHAH is the president of
the Rockefeller Foundation and the
author of “Big Bets.”

Our forests
and sacrifice

MOOR, FROM PAGE 9
off his own limbs.

The Nuu-chah-nulth philosopher
Umeek, rather than referring to nature
“spirits,” sometimes substitutes the
word “powers,” which is easier for us
in urbanized cultures — who are raised
with scant ecological knowledge, but a
rich understanding of power relations
— to grasp. For me, this tiny semantic
shift is transformative. Looking at the
natural world as a mosh pit of powers,
1 find it violently, gloriously reanimat-
ed. I understand that I am just one
small frail human body, pushed around
by larger powers, in a crowded uni-
verse.

The world's forests are one such
divine power — a god so vast it can be
seen from outer space, a god so power-
ful it can scorch the planet, a god so
wily that, even when it dies, it can turn
to smoke and sneak into our homes,
our lungs, up into the very vessels of
our brains, Like all gods, the forest
demands respect. It demands care.
And, from time to time, it demands
sacrifice.

Talk of “sacrifice” has fallen almost
entirely out of the environmental dis-
course of late. After all, what good is
personal sacrifice when A1 data cen-
ters and crypto mining outfits are busy
polluting the atmosphere at the same
rate as entire nations? Many people
have come to feel helpless before the
demigods of the tech industry, and
understandably so. But wildfires —
and heat waves and hurricanes and
droughts — remind us that there are
powers much higher than any corpora-
tion.

The prophets of scientific animism
— ecologists and climate researchers
— are in near-unanimous agreement
that, to save ourselves from ecological
collapse, what is needed are not just
small everyday acts of sacrifice, like
forgoing a morning latte. We need to
sacrifice something big. We need to
replace the fossil fuels of coal and oil
with wind and sun, and we need to
transform a system based on maximiz-
ing profit into one aimed at balancing
ecological, communal and personal
well-being. In other words, we need to
sacrifice carbon capitalism itself.

Otherwise, the forests, and the other
awesome powers that inhabit this wild
planet, will continue to punish us. This
is no mere metaphor. It is a literal,
bodily truth. The choice is clear: Either
we give up carbon capitalism to ap-
pease our earthly gods, or our world
will continue to burn.

ROBERT MOOR is the author of “In Trees:
An Exploration” and “On Trails: An
Exploration.”
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Russia’s $6.9bn sanctions evasion scheme

Western punitive measures
have forced Moscow into
costly workaround efforts

Before its full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in2022, Russia was so worried about the
economictoll of being cut off by western
partners from the Swift interbank mes-
saging system that it warned it would
consider this an “act of war”. Four years
after Russia’s major banks were cut off,
an FT investigation has exposed how a
vast document forgery operation none-
theless enabled a Kremlin-backed fin-
tech company to funnel more than
$6.9bn through the global banking sys-
tem in about nine months — some of it
used to buy sensitive military supplies.
It is bad news that Russia has managed
to evade sanctions by using old-school
money laundering techniques. The
good news is that it has been unable to
create any viable alternative to the tra-

One big lesson is that despite years of
tightening controls on money launder-
ing, the correspondent banking system
is only as strong as its weakest links. It
relies on assumptions that each bank is
doing proper due diligence on its own
clients. But when those banks are in
jurisdictions with weak sanctions
enforcement or poor know-your-cus-

still rely heavily on verifying documents
such as invoices, The A7 case shows how
ani ial-scale forgery i

using thousands of fake stamps and
software to strip out Cyrillic lettering —
was able to spoof the system. The fin-

tomer controls, the whols

nerable. By using front to
funnel payments through junsdlc'.mns
such as Kyrgyzstan, Russia’s A7 fintech
in effect created a back door into big
clearing banks like Standard Chartered,
Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase.

When western correspondent banks
raised suspicions about money flows
through banks in Kyrgyzstan, where the
authorities are pro-Moscow, A7 routed
more payments through the United
Arab Emirates, where it beat the banks’
controls. Trying to track such shifts
leaves banks and regulators playing
whack-a-mole.

over the past 10 years have increased
frictions and inconvenience for law-
abiding countries, banks and custom-
ers. So banks and regulators must be
wary of using blunt-edged tools to curb
Russian sanctions busting that could
have further side effects. But banks
ought to be able to do more to track and
question suspicious patterns in docu-
ments and payments.

By using front
companies o
funnel
payments
througt

tech also created a shadow foreign  jurisdictions
exchange swap network. Foreign-cur- g0} s
r rency ﬁxgort earnings from the state- oo 1he
is vu]< 1 company Rosneftand oth-
SRR A7 fintech in
ers were d dinto i o
Accounts abadand vused tosertiey pay— effect created a
ments; ol traders in Russia received ~ back door into
paymentsinroubles. big clearing
Clampdowns on money laundering {1k

ditional cross-|

pay t Anti y laundering controls also

Most effective in tightening up sanc-

tions would be to find ways to pressure
Russian allies and laxer jurisdictions to
enforce them properly, including by
using secondary sanctions. The US has
the biggest stick here, but has been
more reluctant to wield it in Donald
Trump's second term.

Yet the fact that Russia has found
ways to skirt around sanctions does not
mean they are pointless. Indeed, the fact
businesses are being forced into expen-
sive workarounds is a sign they are
working as intended: to throw sand in
the gears of Vladimir Putin’s war econ-
omy. Despite China’s cross-border inter-
bank payment system (Cips) Jaunched
in 2015, Russia’s efforts to create some-
thing similar and the rise of cryptocur-
rency, Rosneft CEO Igor Sechin has
blamed the lack of a viable alternative
for a “manyfold increase in total pay-
ment and conversion costs”. The
response to the A7 revelations should
not be despair over sanctions’ short-
comings but a redoubling of efforts to
closetheloopholes.

Opinion Politics

Is the UK electorate
fragmenting? Not so fast

M Herguets

Marta
Miori

he splintering of party

support in the polls has

been the central story of

UK politics since the last

general election in 2024.
Those who champion a change to the
electoral system warn of “chaos” at
the nextone: agreater chance of knife-
edge contests and highly dispropor-
tionate outcomes between votes
and seats.

But is the system as broken as it
looks? Do five parties pollingabove 10
per cent really mean that five-way
marginals, where MPs are elected ona
quarter of the vote, will now become
the norm?

A famous 75-year-old “law” of polit-
ical science suggests not. Named after
the French political scientist Maurice
Duverger, it explains that in majori-
tarian electoral systems such as the
UK, voters naturally choose parties

Two-party competition is

not dissolving so much as

changing who the leading
two are in each place

that are better placed to win in order
ot to “waste” their vote.

This logic works constituency by
constituency. However splintered the
national polls, voters still tend to grav-
itate towards the party that can win in
their area, keeping local contests less
fragmented than the national picture.
For many, the question becomes:
around here, which party on the right
can stop the left, or which on the left
canstop the right?

Justas Duverger would expect, Brit-
ain’s first-past-the-post electoral sys-
tem seems to be limiting the extent to
which fragmentation becomes a real-
ity locally. Constituency and council-
ward-level election results since 1983
show that local contests have almost
always been less fragmented than the
national polls of the day. And that has
remained true since 2024: even as
national polls have splintered five
ways, around two-thirds of wards in
this May’s local elections were still
one-or two-party races.

‘This is not to say that there isn’t now
greater splinteringat the local level. In
2024 the average number of parties
gaining meaningful support in each
constituency rose from 2.4 to 3.5, the
biggest jump in over four decades
(largely due to Reform and the Con-
servatives splitting the vote on the

since stalled even as it has kept rising
nationally: the typical council ward in
2025 and 2026 was no more frag-
mented than the typical parliamen-
tary constituency in 2024. And where
challengers have broken through,
they have done so in particular places:
Reform in Labour’s old heartlands in
the north, the Greens in inner London
and university cities, the Lib Dems in
the affluent, Remain-leaning suburbs
they have taken from the Tories.

So fragmentation is not dissolving
two-party competition so much as
changing who the leading two parties
areineach place. Part of that is geogra-
phy: parties do best where their kind
of yoter clusters. But it is also due to
voters responding to the incentives of
the system.

In today’s Britain, Duverger’s logic
primarily plays out betweena left bloc
of Labour, the Lib Dems and the
Greens, and a right bloc of the Con-
servatives, Reform and Restore. Vot-
ers are mostly switching within these,
not across them: races in each place
look set to become a duel between the
strongest contenders from the two
blocs. What matters, then, is how well
each bloc coordinates and which party
voters see as the best local option; it is
abattle for viability — or rather, sev-
eral hundred of them.

In the 2024 general election, the
right split between the Conservatives
and Reform while voters on the left
expressed more tactical support, con-
centrated where Labour, Lib Dem or
Green candidates could win, allowing
Labour to double its seats on a vote
share barely higher than in 2019. Since
then, Reform is battling the Conserva-
tives to be the right's frontrunner,
while a divided left has become the
factor costing Labour many of the
council wardsit haslost.

The old parties are having to fight to
be their bloc’s natural choice. In the
Caerphilly by-election last October,
left-leaning voters rallied behind Plaid
Cymru to stop Reform; in May, the
Greens topped the poll in parts of
inner London. The upcoming by-elec-
tion in Holborn and St Pancrasis nota
battle between left and right blocs, but
between two parties of the left. That is
why it matters: whichever of Labour
and the Greens wins, the result will sig-
nal to voters around the country
whichmay be most viable.

Voting is now a competition over
who gets to be each bloc’s challenger,
settled seat by seat. Once fixed for
decades, it’s now up for grabs, Labour
and the Conservatives can no longer
count on being the answer to the ques-
tion that Duverger’s law tells us voters
have always asked: who around here
canwin?

The writer is a research fellow at Nuffield
College, Odand Jane Green, professor of
pahncal sclznce and British politics also

right). But local fr ion has
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Ethics of science cannot be separated from who funds it

Ewan Birney argues that Al can learn
how genomics addressed its ethical
concerns (Opinion, 17). As

the medical benefits of such research
are inherently biased towards white
hile, other senior

a researcher working across Al and
genetic data governance, I think the
lesson is less reassuring.

Take diversity. While we can all feel
the outsized influence of the US (and
the views of its president) on Al
development, more than 80 per cent of
participants in genome-wide
association studies, the engine of
genetic research, are of European
genetic ancestry. This matters because

have been hi that

disproportionate share of its benefits,
The overlap is not merely

melzphoricaL My own research has
dd: d genetic prediction services

eugenic ideas, far from disappearing
after the Human Genome Project, are
finding new audiences.

The hyped-world of Al is now
amplifying both problems. The World
Bank has warned that AI's uneven
development could “turna

ical leap into a

for embryos, an emerging mdusu-y in
which advances in

new technologies can achieve. But asa
young scientist, [ am less convinced
that “staying humble” is enough when
science moves faster than legislation.

We should be humble about what
our can achieve. We

meet Silicon Valley money. It is a useful
reminder that the ethics of science
cannot be separated from who funds it,
which ideas influence its development,
whose data is represented and who

i ly benefits. So where do we go

global divide”, as wealthy countries
shape the technology and reap a

from here? Birney is right that we do
not need outlandish claims about what

should be much less quiet about the
money, power and ideas shaping the
impact they have on the world outside
the lab.

Vincent Straub

Interdisciplinary researcher

University of Oxford Nuffield Department
of Population Health, Oxford, UK

Canada and EU are missing
the big prize — green steel
Your report on the EU’s cool reception
to Mark Carney’s charm offensive
notes that one of the trade irritants
between the two sides is Canadian
tariffs on EU nails (Report,
September 17). It's a small detail, but
atelling one: while diplomats haggle
over products such as nails, they are
missing a much bigger prize.

Green steel is that prize, Today
Canada mines and exports iron ore. In
Europe, iron ore is turned into iron in
polluting plants, traditionally using
coal, and then into steel. The result isa
carbon footprint of almost two tonnes
of CO;, per tonne of steel when it is

“WEVE BEEN WATCHING
XIS VISIT oM CHINESE TV "

made the dirty way.
The future doesn't have to work this
way. ing and ing can

be decoupled, and each done where it
makes most sense. Canada’s plentiful
renewable energy means it could do
the dirty part cleanly, turning its ore
into “green iron”, instead of exporting
it raw. Put that iron into briquettes safe
for shipping across the Atlantic, and
Europe can make its own low-
emissions steel. Jobs in steelmaking
and all the downstream manufacturing
are competitive, and the biggest driver
of industrial emissions is addressed.
This is a radically restructured value
duun for green iron, requlrmg yws of
d =

An alternative to doing
data centre repairs in space
Re your front page story on Big Tech
profits (“Big Tech profits enjoy $160bn
paper boost from stakes in other AT
groups”, Report, August 31) and the
report on SpaceX’s orbital data centres
(“SpaceX’s orbital data centres pose
logistical test”, Report, September 2),
the biggest barrier facing proponents of
data centres in space may not be
launch cost or communications, but

and e
develop European demand and
Canadian supply. But Carney is
struggling to clean up Canada’s mining
and industry sector. Both sides say they
want long-term economic resilience
and strategic autonomy. Such an EU-
Canada partnership on steel could turn
that rhetoric into something concrete,
while the argument over nails becomes
afootnote.
Pascal Husting
Campaign Strategist, SteelWatch,
Luxemboury

California wealth tax would
not be the first such US levy

Your article “Nobel Priz

A recent Meta study of large-scale Al
infrastructure reported failure events
atan average rate of roughly one every
30 minutes in one test environment.
Most were not catastrophic, but even
recoverable failures consume time and
energy through “checkpointing”,
restarting and rerunning work. More
serious failures can require human
intervention.

That is inconvenient in a terrestrial
data centre. In orbit, where there is no

My Virginia protest vote

Here in Virginia, if  want to use my
November vote to object to Donald
Trump, I have the choice of voting for
the re-election of Democratic Senator
Mark Warner (“US midterms to set
Trump’s course for rest of presidency”,
Explainer, FT.com, September 21).

Senator Warner'’s re-election website
is extremely hawkish. It pointedly
demands that the US become and stay
the world leader in all areas of military
power and Al capabilities. Warner’s
only mention of the world outside the
US is of China, portrayed as its main
and dangerous adversary.

1t’s not actually the Chinese that
won’t control Al development, it’s the
US. The proposed explosion in the US
military budget is just the latest
chapter in US leaders deciding to make
the next expensive leap into cutting-
edge capability.

Look how much the US spent
developing the atom bomb? Now how
much is the US going to spend to be
“first” in AI? And at what cost to all of
humanity?

Kitty Bryant
Fort Valley, VA, US

The bankers who promote
these ‘drivel’ valuations

The Lex headline “Anthropic at $2tn
isn't far-fetched” (September 21) is
belied by the article that follows.

These valuations are promoted by
investment banks that are heavily
incentivised to confect the highest
possible issue price. The logic that is
apparently not “far-fetched” is that this
company will, in the near future and by
itself, transform the global in

Anglophone robot fear is a
Frankenstein inheritance

Gillian Tett (“America must learn Al
lessons from Astro Boy”, Opinion,

FT Weekend, September 5) traces
Americans’ fear of AL data centres
included, to a Judeo-Christian theology
in which only humans have souls. Tett
misstates the doctrine.

Genesis 1:24 recounts earth bringing
forth “a living soul”, the same words, in
Hebrew and Greek, that Genesis 2:7
uses for Adam. William Tyndale’s
Bible, the first English translation
taken directly from the original Greek
and Hebrew texts, splits them: “soul™
for Adam and “creature” for beasts.

English translators since have kept a
distinction scripture never makes.
What sets man apart is not that he
alone has a soul but that he alone is
called to share the life of God. The early
church Fathers called it theosis:
becoming god by grace. The calling
can be refused. Jack, our monastery’s
dog, is good, not because I love him
(though I do), but because God said so
(Genesis 1:25).

Osamu Tezuka knew this; Astro Boy
is built by a grieving scientist father to
replace a dead child, and it does not
work.

This also teaches what a data centre
is: good matter, put to use, owed
neither fear nor worship and not a
human face. Tett writes that “Japan’s
Shinto culture presents life asa
spectrum, where objects like rocks can
house spirits”. Christianity does not
need spirits in rocks; the rock is
already good. No Christian has ever
feared one.

Anglophone robot fearisa secular
and

a way that has not happened in human
history and that the company captures
the overwhelming majority of the value
created. With no competition. In

service truck, it becomes
Space-based data centres will need a
“fail-in-place” architecture in which
failed links, switches or processors are
isolated and routed around, while the

back California billionaire tax to ‘rein
in’ state’s ultra-wealthy” (Report,

September 21), which desanbed how
several noted

system Without
this capability, the economics of orbital
data centres are difficult to see.

A less exotic alternative might be
terrestrial data centres in

supporting the proposed Cahfumm
state wealth tax, states that such a tax,
if enacted, would be the first wealth tax
inthe US.

Those of us with a historical bent
know that at the beginning of the 20th
century the predominant source of
government revenue was the local
property tax. It was the need to
generate federal revenues to support
the first world war that resulted ina
constitutional amendment permitting
an income tax. By definition, a
property tax is a wealth tax,

Vic Miller

Senior Fellow (retired),

Federal Funds Information for States,
Washington, DC, US

remote locations with abundnm wind
or solar power,

perpetuity.

The investment banks promoting
this drivel are laughing at you. You
may be unconcerned by that. You
should be concerned that this is not
victimless. Pensioners and savers
around the world will, often
unknowingly, discover that they have
invested in these companies at these
indefensible valuations, richly
rewarding the bankers that have
them. The losses the public

through satellite networks. Physical
access would still be difficult and
expensive, but considerably more
practical than servicing equipment
in orbit.

The same principle applies on Earth.
As Al clusters grow to tens or hundreds
of thousands of processors, component
failures become normal operating
events. Fail-in-place networking would
be a boon to conventional data centres
too: failure should reduce capacity, not
stop the job.

Phil Hughes
Clustered Systems,
Menlo Park, CA, US

will suffer will not be enough to wipe

the smile off the bankers’ faces, but I

do not believe Lex should be 5o blasé.
Max Thowless-Reeves

Fradswell, Staffordshire, UK

‘Why newspapers are hard
to find in public libraries
C'os( isn’t the only reason behind the

disappearance of print newspapers
from public libraries (Letters,

m Fi

the cold war. It has nothing to do with
Christianity. What is worth fearing
is not a machine that has no soul,
but a man who forgets what his own
soul is for.

Andrew (Bushell)
Protos, St Paul’s Foundation
Marblehead, MA, US

Smart glasses: let’s regulate
now, and ask questions later

The last few years have seen the
introduction of an increasing number
of technologies that have ultimately
had to be regulated because of entirely
predictable adverse impacts. Social
media, e-bikes and cryptocurrency
spring immediately to mind. In each
case regulation has been made more
difficult because it has had to be
imposed on a large existing user base.
‘We are now on the verge of another
such invention — smart glasses — and
are seeing more and more articles
warning of the privacy and other issues
that will inevitably result. Just for once,
could we get ahead of the game and

ber 23). Some bers of staff duce in advance with
like to read them — while on duty. which they must comply?
Alex May Robin Cooke-Hurle

Manchester, UK

London SW11, UK
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Opinion

John
Thornhill

new space race is under
way. But this time the race
is not about exploring or
commercialising the final
frontier but weaponisingit.
This month, the US became the first
country to admit to deploying weapons
in space. “On-orbit space control weap-
ons” had already been deployed to
defend against hostile adversaries, Troy
Meink, Air Force secretary, announced.
The US did not identify the weapons.
But military experts have speculated
they might include lasers or high-pow-
ered microwave systems designed to
jam satellites’ electronics. They could
even include attack satellites that use
grappling robotic arms to disable an
enemy’sspacecraft or knock it off orbit.
China quickly d d the US

Space: the final frontline

move, saying it opposed any “space
arms race”, Russia also said space must
remain free of any weapons. But, just
like the US, both countries have for dec-
ades been surreptitiously testing
counterspace measures to degrade or
destroy their rivals’ space assets. Wash-
ington's relative openness should be
welcomed.

As far back as 2007, Chma demon-
strated its offensi it
by blowing up one of its own ageing
weather satellites using a ground-based
missile. An FT report earlier this year
also described Beijing’s expanding

inspace

western officials have accused Russia of
using space-based systems to trigger
GPS navigation outages across Europe
onscores of occasions since 2019.

This militarisation of space is another
depressing example of the fraying of our
fragile web of international governance.
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967, negoti-
ated at the height of the cold war, wasa
remarkable achi Now backed

bans the deployment of any orbiting
weapons of mass destruction.

But in another respect, the admission
of US capabilities may simply reflect
current geopolitical realities as so many
countries and companies jostle for stra-
tegic and commercial advantage in
space. The US-Soviet state duopoly of
space ended long ago. More than 80
countries now operate satellites with a

The ways in which
satellites often combine
both civilian and military

uses blurs the lines

total 0f 18,000 currently orbiting Earth.
Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite service
accounts for more than half.

The latest US announcement will not
come as a surprise to readers of the 371-
page Global Counterspace Capabilities
Report ished earlier this year by the

by 118 countries, the treaty enshrines
the pnncnples thal space should remain

non-profit Secure World Foundation.
The report records how successive US

forall and

have regarded space as

a warfighting domain since the 1960s.
But up until now space skirmishing has
been confined to non-kinetic attempts
to jam, spoofor hack rivals’ satellites.

physically destructive space weapons
could result in massive collateral dam-
age, harming foe and friend alike. The
nightmare scenario is that cascading

Although they may not
the Outer Space Treaty, the danger of
such attacks is that they are often invisi-
ble and usually deniable. The ways in
which satellites often combine both
civilian and military uses also blur the
lines. In Russia’s eyes, Starlink is a lawful
military target given its widespread use
by Ukraine, for example. That opacity
could lead to fatal miscalculation in the
event of any escalation of conflict. “The
more you invest in space the more
incentive you have for it to be a stable
and principled domain,” argues Victoria
Samson, co-editor of the SWF report.

Still more worrying, however, would
be if any country started blowing up
rivals’ satellites. US strategists are par-
ticularly concerned by reports that Rus-
sia has been considering the use of
nuclear weapons in space. This space-
based threat has been one factor in
Washington pressing ahead with its
staggeringly expensive missile shield,
known as the Golden Dome. Any use of

debris could makeiti ible t
operate any satellites in low Earth orbit
for generations, a phenomenon known
asthe Kessler Syndrome.

Bluffing has always been central to
military strategy. But today greater
transparency might help prevent rico-
cheting mistakes. The history of the cold
war is instructive, suggests Clayton
Swope of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies. Despite their
latent hostility, the US and Soviet Union
still concluded nuclear arms control
agreements for mutual advantage. “I
don'’t think we should rule that out in
space today,” Swope says.

Afterall, deterrence works best when
all sides know the others capabilities
and understand the likely consequences
of their actions. US President Donald
Trump should find time for some frank
talk on the subject when Chinese leader
XiJinpingis in Washington this week.

john.thornhill@ft.com

Burnham and
Britain are out
of easy options

POLITICS

Robert
Shrimsley

hen a prime minister,

especially a Labour

one, starts telling the

country weare “goingto

have to be honest with

ourselves”, it is normally time to watch

your wallet. Andy Burnham has spent

the first weeks of his premiership trying

to foster a sense of hope and belief in the
country. Now comes the punch.

As he prepares for next week’s confer-

ence speech and a tough Budget, Burn-

nation that cannot continue as it has.
Braving a surly membership, Calla-
ghan told his party that Britain had
“lived far too long on borrowed time,
borrowed money and borrowed ideas”.
In the most memorable passage, he
added: “We used to think you could
spend your way out of a recession and
increase employment by cutting taxes
and boosting government spending. I
tell you in all candour that option no
longer exists . . . insofar as it ever
did exist." Burnham will not like the
Callaghan precedent — he lost the sub-
sequent election. (Callaghan also mem-
orably ignored advice to call an early
election.) But it was an example of the
honesty Burnham is demanding.
Burnham does have a vision for the
country. His plan for a decentralised
nation where regwns can drive their

ham is now into the hard realities of the
job. Both he and Britain are out of easy
choices. But the honesty he demands
from the nation is also required of him
and his party.

Labour leaders’ conference speeches
have delivered some moments of
drama, soaring rhetoric and political
courage. Neil Kinnock turning on the
hard-left entryists of the Militant Ten-
dency or Hugh Gaitskell vowing to
“fight, fight and fight again” to save his
party from unilateralists.

But Burnham's model should
be another brand-new leader, chosen
midterm. In 1976 James Callaghan
faced a more immediate economic
crisis than Burnham does. But the
recognisable echo from then is of a

owngrowth is seriou

But it won't solve the challenges of
today, this year or even next year. Those
issues are where candour comes in. The
government is spending £1 in every £12
servicing its debt interest. Net debt is
94 per cent of GDP and borrowing is still
rising. Britain has an ageing population
and voters are making more demands
on the state than they are willing to pay
for. The taxes already raised by Labour
have hurt business and undermined
competitiveness.

Above all, Britain needs to modernise
defence and re-arm in the face of threats
from Russia. Vladimir Putin is testing
Nato on a near-daily basis. The govern-
ment at length published a defence
investment plan but, in the words of the

former general who co-authored the
review on which it is based, the UK is
currently going to get there five years
toolate. This cannot be put off.

So if Burnham and his chancellor,
John Healey, are offering honesty next
week, their message is: we are spending
too much for the tax we are raising. The
choice is tax more, spend less or both.
There is no reason to doubt Burnham’s
desire to reduce welfare spending, but
there are upfront costs, and the time-
frame and reality of Labour politics
mean tax is the more likely lever.

Healey could find more money. Gam-
bling taxes, changes to capital gains tax,
including ending the CGT uplift on
estates, which resets to an asset’s cur-
rem market value on the owner’sdeath,

the council tax

Signals so far are another
patchwork Budget and
a gamble that the
bond markets will settle

to properties worth £1.5mn are among
the ideas floating around — though CGT
rises are unlikely to raise anything close
to theamount its champions imagine.

But this is still more salami-slicing,
taxing business or hitting investment,
which will undermine the long-term
ambition of raising levels of growth and
investment.

The alternative Callaghan moment
would be to tell the party conference to
prepare for serious and significant

ut

Elke Foreman Peck

the least economic damage and
hoices it

ountry with th
must make.

This too should be part of the hard
truth Burnham is right to say the coun-
try needs. Itis to tell the voters that the
UK is in a defence that the

Beyond
the AI
abundance
delusion

Adair
Turner

1 experts hail the potential

for super-rapid prosperity

growth. Sir Demis Hassa-

bis, founder of DeepMind,

foresees “an era of radical
abundance, a kind of golden era”. Tech-
nology investor Marc Andreessen
believes “absolutely stratospheric” pro-
ductivity growth will make worries
about inequality irrelevant. Anthropic’s
economics team reports a median
expectation of 8 per cent per annum
GDP growth by 2030.

But the astounding technological
advance of Aldoes not mean it necessar-
ily accelerates growth in measured GDP
or human welfare, and it is almost
certain to exacerbate concerns about
inequality.

As societies get richer, an increasing
share of economic activity is devoted to
zero-sum competition, with gains for
some comingat the cost of losses for oth-
ers. Ever more sophisticated Al-enabled
cyber attacks, for example, require
ever-increasing cyber defence expendi-
tures with no benefit to end consumers.
In legal services, Al will automate some
activities but could unleash a dramatic
increase in litigation; “agentic flooding”
is already overwhelming the British
state and legal system with complaints
and injunctions generated by AL

Conversely, Al will deliver huge bene-
fits that come almost for free. Multiple
scientific breakthroughs promise accel-
erated progress in drug discovery, per-
haps eventually giving us drugs that
ensure 100 years of disease-free life. In
the short term, GDP will be swollen by
research expenditures, manufacturing

No amount of cheaper
entertainment or goods
will offset the sense of
restricted opportunity

costs and pharma company profits. But
once the drugs are off patent and
manufactured in Al-enabled factories,
profits, wages and the contribution to

GDP will collapse.
At the limit, if anythmg is madL infi-
o deco-

manifesto has been superseded by
world events both economic and mili-
tary. It would be preferable to find the
money for defence via cuts elsewhere,
but he doesn’ l have the time for pro-

spending cuts, to welfare iall

tracted with his own party.

also other popular programmes, This
would be a better course for an over-
taxed nation. But there is no reason to
believe Burnham can deliver cuts
swiftly or that this is the prime minister
he wants to be. He has already declared
that “national security can’t come at the
expense of social security”. Even on the
broadest interpretation of this remark,
itreveals hisinstincts.

In the absence of large cuts, the
simplest, most efficient way to fund
Britain's defence and ease borrowing is
tosetaside Labour’s manifesto and raise
income tax. It spreads the burden, does

The politics of a manifesto breach on
tax when cost of living tops the public
concern will almost certainly prove too
unappealing. Instead, the signals so far
are another patchwork Budget, the ero-
sion of fiscal headroom and a gamble
that the bond markets (to which Burn-
ham hates being “in hock™) will settle.

Levelling with the country is neces-
sary. Labour and the UK both need a
Callaghan moment. A truly honest con-
versation starts with a leader ready to
face the consequences of their candour.

robert.shrimsley@ft.com

How Trumps tariff war is clobbering the Hanks of America

Alan
Beattie

ant to meet a victim of
Donald Trump's tariff
war? Let me introduce
Hank, a figment of my
imagination. Hank is a
retired machinist from Indiana. He now
has a successful business as a sole pro-
prietor importing tabletop war-gaming
figures from China, modifying them
using his metalworking skills, sending
them to Spain’s figurine-painting indus-
try, bringing them back and selling
them. You might not think of Hank asa
heroof globalisation, but hetotally is.
Until Trump (for whom Hank voted)
came along, Hank’s imports from China
and then Spain came in under the $800
“de minimis” exception to tariffs. Since
Trump abolished de minimis, his busi-
ness has been inturmoil.

The unprocessed imports from China
now attract lariffs. For the figurines
returning from Spain, the tariff will
partly depend on whether the product is
treated as originating in China after
Hank has done his alterations. (Like the
fictional Hank, I've done all this without
professional customs advice, so tell me
if I've got it wrong.) But regardless of
whether he’s only liable for duties on the
value added in Spain or on the whole
value of the reimport, Hank must fight
his way through the thicket of Customs
and Border Protection regulations on
“goods for repair or alteration”.

He'll have to file a complex declara-
tion signed by himself and the company
doing the painting, and pay tariffs on
return. If he's unlucky, the goods will be
deemed incomplete when they leave the
US —whetheran unpainted figurine isa
finished or unfinished product would
seem to be a marginal case — and there-
fore subject to full tariffs on the way
back. Hank might just give up his busi-

Hank i

Democrat in November.
Trump removed de minimis on
imports from China in May last year and

fromall countries in August; other trad-
ing powers including the EU have done
similar. In recent months the US elimi-
nation was made permanent and certi-
fied as constitutional by a ruling from
the Court of International Trade.

The move was supposed to hit Chi-
nese companies like Temu and Shein,
which sold directly to individual US con-
sumers. It’s certainly not been great for

The more exporters are
swamped by paperwork,
the more large companies

get an advantage

them: the profits of Temu’s parent com-
pany dropped sharply. But both have
adapted by shifting towards a ware-
house model and using Chinese-owned
delivery companies in the US. Getting
rid of de minimis was intended to clob-
ber Temu, but it’s inflicted collateral
damage on many thousands of:

“Sounds good, but what about the
paperwork?” is evidently not the kind of

pettifogging woke technocratic objec-
tion given much shrift in the Trump
administration. The abolition of de min-
imis has required a new system to be
created for small-value parcels. It’s
lmended lo simplify the process but still

swim the waters of international com-
merce and so on — but these are cor-
rectly regarded as primarily for show.
Research on the effect of Trump’s
first-term tariffs on global production
networks has added more detail on how

larations of tariff classifi
non, origin and valuation, and creales

respond. Chinese exports
were routed through third countries,

more work for ¢

The typical effect of tariffs and trade
restrictions — indeed regulation in
general —isto ndvanlage lnrger compa-

with some production mov-
ingtoo, and multinationals with flexible
affiliate networks did the bulk of the
work in rejigging supply chains. Domes-

tic ies couldn’t do much more

nies with
Trade is already heavx!y domma(ed by
big business, which accounts for around
two-thirds of US goods exports by value.

thanlet the shock hit them.
The Trump administration is now
posing yet another bureaucracy-

Even they are feeling the strain: an
industry survey says more than half of
large-turnover ies don't feel

creatmgwheeze in the form of mcreased
repor u..,s

q
the origin of unpor's, an

“trade ready” when it comes to dealing
with the bureaucracy.

The more exporters are swamped by
successive waves of paperwork, the
more that large companies get an
advantage. Preferential trade agree-
ments routinely contain chapters on
small and medium-sized enterprises —
which enable ministers to chunter
about allowing nimble minnows to

attempt to solve a problem it itself
created. Experts are sceptical it will ever
happen, given how overloaded the
administrative system already is.
Whether it does or not, one thing is
clear: any time one of these initiatives is
created, it favours the multinationals
over the Hanks.

alan.beattie@ft.com

nitely byALits
nomic value becomes infinitely small.

‘That in no way diminishes the human
welfare benefit. But tax revenues to
cover interest on accumulated debt are
paid from nominal GDP, and Al contri-
butions to human welfare will not miti-
gate political disputes about who pays
for publicexpenditure.

Great benefits, moreover, will be
balanced by Al-induced harms. Setting
aside the risk of human extinction,
deepfakes and Al-enabled manipula-
tion are driving an explosion of online
scams and increasing the threat to ado-
lescent mental health. This harm, like
many Al benefits, will be invisible in
measured GDP.

As for inequality, AT seems likely to
deliver increasing returns to high skill —
whether of scientists, business execu-
tives or lawyers — but poses a threat to
workers of average skill. The optimistic
response is that many goods and
services will be so cheap that wage
stagnation will not matter.

That optimism is misplaced. As
societies get richer and technological
progress reduces the real cost of many
goods and services, individuals devote a
rising share of income to buying things
inherently in short supply. The most
important of these is housing in desira-
ble locations, driving the rises in house
price-to-income ratios observed across
the world. Al will not increase the abun-
dance of attractive locations for homes.

In a world of ever-increasing intelli-
gence, an essentially weightless and
location-independent attribute, it is
inevitable that the most physical and
location-specific thing of all — land —
will increase in relative price.

Concerns about inequality are
therefore more likely to increase than
decline. No amount of cheaper compu-
ter games, entertainment or manufac-
tured goods will offset the sense of
restricted opportunity felt by average
earners unable to afford housing in
London, Paris, Seoul or Shanghai.

Al can both increase human welfare
and degrade it. But the balance will be
determined by the policy choices
societies make. And many of the most
important effects — for good or ill — will
nevershowupinGDP.

The writer is an economist and the former
chair of the Financial Services Authority
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